
Chief Secretary Pankaj Kumar (2nd left) and other government officials during the launching 
programme of Point of Sale for electricity bill payment at the office of Kohima Electrical Sub-division-1 
on November 16.

EM Images

Youth protesting outside the NPSC office in Kohima on Thursday.
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Min.Max. Max.Min.
Aizawl 23° 18°

Agartala 26° 21°

Gangtok 23° 09°

Guwahati 28° 18°

Imphal 24° 16°

Itanagar 25° 14°

Shillong 20° 14°

Delhi 27° 14°

Kolkata 25° 22°

Chennai 31° 24°

 Max:  Min:
KOHIMA 23° 11°
DIMAPUR 28° 17°
 RF:  RH:
KOHIMA NIL 66%
DIMAPUR NIL 91%
* Rainfall (RF) * Relative humidity (RH)
Temperature in State Capitals
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' O p i n i o n  i s  f r e e ,  f a c t s  s h o u l d  b e  s a c r e d '

Kohima Bureau
Kohima, Nov. 16 (EMN): 
The power department of  
Nagaland on Thursday 
launched a Point of  Sale 
for electricity bill payment 
at Kohima, becoming the 
first in the Northeast  to do 
so.

The POS facility was 
formally launched by the 
Chief  Secretary of  Naga-
land, Pankaj Kumar at the 
office of  Kohima Electrical 
Sub-division-1, in the pres-
ence of  Commissioner and 
Secretary of  Power De-
partment, KD Vizo among 
others. With the new facil-
ity, a consumer now can 
make cashless payment of  
the electricity bills, it was 
informed.

The chief  secretary, 
in his address, lauded the 
power department officials 
and staff  for making a se-
rious effort during the last 
few years to improve its 
system.

“The POS is a win-
win situation as it will be 
advantageous for both the 
consumers and depart-
ment. It will also help 
consumers make cashless 
payments and ensure cash 
accountability for the de-
partment,” Kumar said 
adding “This is just one 
step of  what we have been 
trying to do.”

Immature love says: 'I love 
you because I need you.' 
Mature love says 'I need 
you because I love you.' 

~ Erich Fromm

Hello! I'm contestant no.1, 
I'm currently working as a 

politician and my hobbies are 
corruption, lying, stealing and 

collecting money

~ Arien

Sarcasm makes Modi a Twitter 
sensation: Study  | P8

Revamped ISL set for kick off, 
look to sustain momentum |  P12

State power dept. launches 
first POS in the Northeast

No breakthrough as Acaut led 
protest completes Day-2

Liezietsu does a flip, invites former friends turned foes

APO draws flak for restricting agitations 
Seleyi clarifies

National Press Day commemorated at Mokokchung

Partial power

Mirror Takes

EastErn Mirror
Rhythm of Love: In conversation 

with Keziah Semy   |  P10

Disclosing that the de-
partment has been losing 
around Rs. 150 cr. annu-
ally due to non-payment 
of  bills by consumers, Ku-
mar also urged the power 
department’s officials and 
staff  to improve their bill-
ing and collection efficien-
cy.

“We are losing more 
than we are collecting. So 
the department and con-
sumers have to come to-
gether to solve this issue. 
We all have to do our bit, 
because once collection 

improves, the government 
will cut down the present 
tariff,” the chief  secretary 
said while mentioning on 
the high electricity charges.

To this, the chief  secre-
tary also urged all the con-
sumers to pay their power 
bills in time in order to 
smoothen the functioning 
of  the department. “Lack 
of  adequate support to 
the power department has 
hindered its efficiency and 
further for its healthy func-
tioning,” Kumar said.

Commissioner and 

Secretary of  Power depart-
ment, KD Vizo expressed 
hope that the new facility 
will give convenience to 
the customers as they can 
now make cashless pay-
ment for their electricity 
bills. Vizo also added that 
the initiative is in line with 
the country’s digitisation 
drive.

Chief  Engineer of  
Power department, Khose 
Sale said that POS services 
will be extended to other 
major cities and districts of  
the state.

Kohima Bureau
Kohima, Nov. 16 (EMN): 
The sit-in protest initiated 
by the anti-graft movement 
Acaut and Public Service 
Aspirants of  Nagaland un-
der the banner of  Public 
Coordination Committee 
outside the Civil Secretari-
at continued for the second 
day without any report 
of  aggression from either 
sides- the government and 
protesters.

The core issues in de-
mand include setting up of  
Lokayukta in Nagaland at 
the earliest, revoking the 
decision to scrap Class-III 
posts from the purview of  
the NPSC, declaring the 
marks and answer keys in 
all stages of  NPSC exami-
nations and also declare 
waiting list and to imme-
diately terminate all back-
door appointments made 
after June 6, 2016.

The youth protesters on 
Thursday marched from 

the Civil Secretariat to the 
Nagaland Public Service 
Commission (NPSC) of-
fice shouting slogans for 
transparency in the com-
mission and justice for 
service aspirants. Later, 
NPSC officials including 
the NPSC chairman, sec-
retary, deputy secretary 
and controller of  examina-
tion agreed to meet the of-
ficials of  ACAUT, PSAN 
and PCC. It was learnt 
that during the meeting 
the latter put across that 
the NPSC should follow 
the Union Public Service 
Commission (UPSC) pat-
tern of  marking by setting 
up a minimum/maximum 
benchmark. However, the 
NPSC officials were said 
to have refused to this de-
mand stating that they had 
the right to award marks to 
candidates. In the matter 
regarding declaration of  
marks and answer keys in 
all stages of  NPSC exami-

nations, the commission 
officials reportedly contin-
ued to cite ‘some rules’ by 
the government.

The lengthy discussion 
between the two parties 
failed to yield any concrete 
assurance from the com-
mission members, it was 
reported. “The NPSC tried 
to shift all the blame to the 
government. They (NPSC) 
have discretionary powers 
at least to change the mark-
ing pattern in tune with 
that of  the UPSC but they 
only seem to depend on the 
government to issue every 
minute directive,” one of  
the PCC officials said.

The three-day protest 
will culminate on Friday. 
Towards this, the PCC has 
appealed to all public serv-
ice aspirants and ‘right-
thinking citizens’ to join 
the protest, which is for the 
‘benefit of  the younger and 
future generations of  Na-
galand’.

Kohima Bureau
Kohima, Nov. 16 (EMN): 
The recent decision of  the 
Angami Public Organiza-
tion (APO) to disallow 
any form of  agitation un-
der its jurisdiction appears 
to have drawn flak from 
several quarters including 
the social media platforms 
to even amongst the or-
ganisation’s members and 
some senior citizens of  
the community. The APO 
statement announcing this 
came at a time when the 
Public Coordination Com-
mittee, had announced 
to hold a sit-in protest in 
Kohima to press the state 
government for implemen-
tation of  Lokayukta and 

Dimapur, Nov.16 (EMN): 
Parliamentary Secretary for 
Information and Public Re-
lations Imtikumzuk today 
called upon the media fra-
ternity in the state to carry 
out their duties with an un-
biased attitude and report 
events as they are so, as to 
promote a healthy atmos-
phere in the society.

The parliamentary sec-
retary was speaking as the 
chief  guest at the National 
Press Day celebration at 
Cosmos Entertainment 
Hall, jointly organised by 
the Department of IPR, the 
Mokokchung Press Club, 
Kohima Press Club and Di-
mapur Press Club.

While dwelling on the 
theme, ‘Upholding jour-
nalistic ethics during elec-
tions’, the parliamentary 
secretary termed it as very 
aptly chosen ‘since elec-
tions is around the corner’.

He said that the media, 
which is recognised as the 
fourth estate, serves as ‘a 
facilitator, protector and 

enabler of democratic insti-
tutions and processes’; and 
therefore, strongly urged 
the media persons to carry 
out their duties without 
any bias and report events 
factually so as to promote a 
healthy atmosphere in the 
society.

While underscoring the 
importance of media in the 
society, the lawmaker said 
that the media must realise 
that it remains always ac-
countable to its readers and 
viewers.

He said that the influ-
ence, credibility and quality 
of the local media is well 
recognized and has grown 
in scale, reach and revenues 
over the years.

“Its significance has fur-
ther increased with higher 
literacy levels and the revo-
lution in communication 
technologies,” said Imti-
kumzuk while adding that 
it has become a powerful 
means for shaping the ide-
as, aspirations and behav-
iours of our people, even in 

Dimapur, Nov. 16 (EMN): 
The department of Power 
at Kohima has informed 
in a press release that the 
power supply in Dimapur 
has been partially restored 
with the second 20MVA, 
66/33 KV power transform-
ers coming into circuit. To 
mitigate black outs in areas 
of Dimapur with available 
capacity falling short of re-
quired demand, available 
power will be regulated. 
The dept. notified that there 
will be heavy load shedding 
or regulations in most of  
Dimapur till a new trans-
former is in place. Con-
sumers have therefore been 
requested to bear with the 
inconveniences. 

the remotest corners.
In this connection, he 

asserted that the conduct 
of  the media itself  should 
be above board since the 
media has an important 
role to play in cleansing 
public life.

Therefore, he urged for 
independence and integ-
rity in the functioning of  
the media and at the same 
cautioned against sensa-
tionalising news or events 
because ‘careers and repu-

tations take years to build 
but only minutes to demol-
ish’.

“Sensationalism should 
not substitute for objective, 
accurate and dispassionate 
reporting. While opinion 
is free, facts should be sa-
cred. Caution should be 
exercised in passing judge-
ments, especially on mat-
ters where the due process 
of law is yet to be complet-
ed,” said the parliamentary 
secretary.

of a society they are operat-
ing since a place like Naga-
land is unique with a close 
knit community and unless 
one has a deep nuance of  
understanding the history 
and culture, one cannot get 
the story right.

Nakhro reminded the 
gathered journalists on the 
importance of ethical jour-
nalism while remaining in-
dependent and neutral dur-
ing election reporting and 
not forgetting humanity as 
the stories published in the 
papers will impact a large 
section of the society.

She also asked the jour-
nalists to be the watchdog 
of the society and take the 
role seriously. She asked 
them to pose questions to 
the leaders of the state on 
general issues such as road, 
health, education and envi-
ronmental issues on behalf  
of  the general public and 
let them be accountable for 
their actions as what may 
be logical and honourable 
solution to the pressing is-

sues for them will differ 
with the general public.

“We the journalists 
should act as the voice of  
the people and as the rep-
resentative of the people 
we are tasked with a huge 
responsibility to make their 
voice heard in the upper 
echelon and back to the 
grassroot level in order to 
make our society flourish”, 
she said.

Earlier at the function, 
invocation was offered by 
Temsuwati Kichu. Asso 
Pastor MTBA, V. Nakhro, 
Deputy CEO gave an in-
sight on the topic ‘Informed 
& ethical voting. A special 
song was also delivered by 
Bendangsashi and friends 
and vote of thanks was de-
livered by Moa, Dimapur 
Press club.

The program was fol-
lowed by an interaction ses-
sion where representatives 
of various social organiza-
tion bodies participated 
and shared their opinions 
on various social issues.

Dimapur, Nov. 16 (EMN):  The be-
leaguered president of the Naga Peo-
ple's Front party Shurhozelie Liezi-
etsu on Thursday made an appeal 
to all his former comrades who 'love 
the party' to return on account of the 
forthcoming general convention of  
the party. 

" The General Convention of  
NPF is going to be held on 22nd 
Nov., 2017 at Khuochiezie,  (Kohima 
Local Ground).   I extend invitation 
to all former NPF leaders who left the 
Party because of the confusion cre-
ated by some undesirable elements. 
This is a call to all leaders who really 
love this Party and its symbol  ‘Cock’.  
For them  it will be nothing new but  
home coming only. Make the right 
decision at the right time and join me 
before the General Convention for 
a better tomorrow," stated the press 

statement from the president. 
The changed stance comes a few 

days after  similar words were echoed 
by some of the party MLAs loyal to 
him on the last day of their group's 
sit-in outside the Civil Secretariat in 
Kohima. Earlier they gave the impres-
sion that those who were expelled and 
suspended were no longer welcome 
and the party would instead try fresh 
faces for the forthcoming elections. 

He also stated that it was "unfortu-
nate and shameful"  for the NPF party 
to have internal problems for almost 
the whole tenure and many NPF lead-
ers had left the party without having 
proper understanding about the inten-
tion of those "forces" that created the 
problem.  

"I know that all those leaders 
would not leave the  party  if   only 
they know the black magic behind all 

these games. "
 He further stated that as human 

beings, everyone  commits mistakes 
and make wrong decisions, but those 
mistakes should not drive one away  
from the" truth out of super-con-
sciousness". 

"...there is always time to take the 
right path again after  realisation of  
such mistakes," he added. 

After a crises in the party that 
forced Liezietsu to step down from 
the chair of the chief minister in July, 
he currently commands the loyalty of  
1 MP and 9 MLAs from his party that 
has 38 MLAs and 2 MPs elected on 
the NPF party ticket. 

The remaining are in the group 
led by former chief  minister and 
MP Neiphiu Rio who also conduct-
ed a similar general convention in 
September. 

In this regard, he said 
that the media is entrusted 
with an additional responsi-
bility to ‘act as a watchdog 
of public interest and give 
voice to the marginalized’.

While urging journal-
ists to bring to public notice 
the array of ills and depriva-
tions that continue to beset 
large number of our people, 
Imtikumzuk said that the 
media persons must ‘shape 
and influence public opin-
ion even as they provide 
objective and balanced cov-
erage of news’.

“The power of the me-
dia should be used to reset 
our moral compass and pro-
mote liberalism, humanism 
and decency in public life,” 
the parliamentary secretary 
asserted.  

Diethono Nakhro, 
former editor of Eastern 
Mirror speaking on the 
theme, ”Upholding jour-
nalistic ethics during elec-
tions”, said journalists in 
Nagaland are doing a great 
job given the circumstances 

make right prevailing cor-
rupt practices.

On Thursday, some 
likeminded Angami elders 
had a hurriedly called 
meeting at the Red Cross 
Complex Kohima and 
discussed their concern 
over the matter. They ex-
pressed that the APO ban 
has surprised many ‘well-
meaning Nagas including 
many elderly Angamis’.  
The elders stated that 
such peaceful democratic 
practice did not create any 
disturbances to the public 
systems, nor did it disturb 
any educational institu-
tions or any processes of  
the government from func-
tioning. 

Expressing that they 
were seriously concerned 
at the ‘ill-advised action 
of  the APO’ and after pro-
longed discussion, the ma-
jority of  them conveyed 
that they felt the APO de-
cision has compromised 
the honour and prestige of  
the entire community. 

“We do not approve 
of  the APO ban,” asserted 
one of  the elderly Angami 

who was present at the 
meeting. He said APO was 
built on the foundations of  
upholding the rights of  the 
people and to work for the 
welfare of  the people, and 
not to volunteer at festi-
vals or events funded by 
corrupt leaders. Another 
elder said the APO was 
built to support and fight 
for rights and justice, and 
not to disallow others from 
agitating for a noble cause. 
He maintained that when 
leaders make any mistake, 
they must also be ready to 
take moral responsibility. 

One of  the elders 
present also pointed out 
that the APO is not a po-
litical agent, but he felt 
that political influences 
were creating divisions. 
He alleged that opposing 
the PCC protest appeared 
to have political interests, 
and further maintained 
that a seasoned apex tribal 
organisation like APO 
should not follow in the 
direction of  any politician 
or political party. 

Meanwhile, many so-
cial networking sites us-

ers have also been upfront 
in registering their shock 
over the way APO had 
come up with their deci-
sion to disallow protests 
when young public serv-
ice aspirants and the anti-
graft movement ACAUT 
were proposing to stage a 
protest against corruption 
outside the Civil Secre-
tariat in the state capital. 
“When Kohima is said 
to be the capital of  Naga-
land, how can one tribe 
body rule over the capital 
of  the state?” is what some 
social media users are ask-
ing.

The absence of  a clear 
cut rule in regard to where 
the jurisdiction of  tribe or-
ganisations begin or end 
could also be blamed in 
this situation.

Contradictory to alle-
gations, an APO official, 
when contacted, informed 
that the organisation was 
not against any peaceful 
protest, and that the of-
ficials of  APO were in 
touch with some Acaut 
leaders. He also rubbished 
talks that the organisation 

had asked its frontal units 
to attempt to stop the cur-
rent sit-in protest.

Meanwhile, the APO 
has issued another state-
ment this evening saying 
that the APO governing 
body on the Nov. 10 last 
unanimously decided to 
issue its declaration not 
to allow protests or agita-
tions under its jurisdiction, 
which appeared on Nov. 
12 and in the local dailies. 

A press release issued 
by APO president Dr. Vil-
housa Seleyi stated that 
the earlier statement is-
sued by APO vice presi-
dent KT Vilie Theünuo on 
behalf  of  the organisation 
seems to be misconstrued. 

“It was issued at the be-
hest and on behalf  of  the 
organisation after intense 
deliberation and consulta-
tion. We do support all ef-
forts by different sections 
of  our society in its quest 
for justice as a public body. 
Therefore, I am obliged to 
appeal to everyone con-
cerned to understand this 
as responsible citizens of  
our society,” Seleyi stated.



First nodal officers’ meet on 
gender-responsive budgeting 

ZB (AMN) office bearers election

National seminar on crop protection begins at SASRD

Rural surgeons’ conference underway in Dimapur

NDPP appoints youth 
organisation president 

TUK mourns

Unidentified body recovered

PCCI notifies business 
establishments
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Women Helpline: 181
DimApUR (STD CoDe: 03862)

Bethesda Ambulance Service                 9615053217, 9615520007
CIHSR 242555, 242533
Police Control Room 7085055050
Dimapur District Hospital 232224
Diphupar PS 7085055032
East PS 7085055030
Faith Hospital 248912, 9436004220
Fire Station (Chumu) 282777
Fire Station (Dimapur) 7085378850, 232201
GRPS 7085055031
Medziphema PS 7085055033
MH (Metro) Hospital 227930/231081
Mobile Unit Commander 7085055046
Nikos Hospital 248285, 232032
Niuland PS 7085088035
Sub-Urban PS 7085055036
Traffic Control -1 7085088038
Traffic Control -2 7085088039
West PS 7085055034
Women Cell 7085055037
Zion Hospital 231864, 224117, 227337

KoHimA (STD Code: 0370)
Bethel Nursing Home 2224202
Chiephobozou PS
Officer-in-Charge

8575045506
8575045516

Childline Kohima 1098
Chiephobozou PS
Officer-in-Charge

8575045506
8575045516

Fire Stations 2222952
IRCS Ambulance Service 2244350
Kezocha PS
Officer-in-Charge

8575045549
8575045538

Khuzama PS
Officer-in-Charge

8575045505
8575045515

NHAK 2222916
North PS
Officer-in-Charge

2222222, 8575045501
8575045510

Oking Hospital 2290080, 2290146
Police Control Room 100/2244279, 8575045500
South PS
Officer-in-Charge

2222111, 8575045502
8575045520

Tseminyu PS
Officer-in-Charge

8575045507
8575045517

Zubza PS
Officer-in-Charge

8575045508
8575045518

moKoKCHUnG (STD Code: 0369)
Chopper Service 8974151974/ 9615776811
Christian Hospital, Impur 2262214
Dr. Imkongliba Hospital 2226216/2226394
Faith Hospital Ambulance 9436004220, 9856051827
Fire Station 2226225
Hope Ambulance Service 8415827895/9856277674
Hotel Metsuben 8014587442/ 2226373
IRCS Ambulance Service 09402993002
Lifeline Ambulance 9436439707/ 9862447893
Mokokchung PS 1 2226241
Power House 2226221/2226293
Sewak Gate PS 2 2226213
Traffic Control 9485232691
Tuli Police Station 9485232693
Women Cell 9485232692
Woodland Nursing Home 2226263

The first state nodal officers’ orientation workshop on gender-responsive budgeting being held at Hotel 
Vivor in Kohima on Wednesday.

NDPP working president, Alemtemshi Jamir handing over the 
appointment order to the newly appoint youth president.

Delegates from across the country seen attending the conference being held at Hotel Acacia in Dimapur.

Vice Chancellor with organisers and invitees at the inaugural programme of the national seminar at SASRD, Medziphema campus on Thursday.

Weather forecast in other Districts 
Max Min DP rh rf

WoKha 20.6 14.6 13 71 NIL

ZBt 20.3 14 18.3 94 2.2

tuensanG 17.2 14 19.7 93 3.2

MKG 23.4 17.4 15.6 67 NIL

PheK 20.4 12.8 13.4 94 5.4

KiPhire 21.8 11 15.5 96 2

sechÜ ZuBZa 22 15 16.6 82 1.4

tseMinYu 23.2 16 14.9 73 2

JaLuKie 20 9 18.5 91 3

ManGKoLeMBa 27.8 18.8 19.5 85 NIL

*Dew Point (DP) *Relative Humidity (RH) * Rainfall (RF)

Source: Department of Soil & Water Conservation, Nagaland 

Combine meet on clean election 
for Dimapur
The Dimapur Urban Council Chairman Federation (DUCCF) 
has informed that there will be a combined meeting on 
clean election action plan for Dimapur on Nov. 17, 3 p.m. 
at Bishop’s House, Circular road. The meeting is being 
jointly organised by Dimapur Christian Forum, Dimapur 
Baptist Pastor’s Fellowship, DUCCF and GB Union.  The 
organizers have requested all church pastors, women and 
youth leaders, GB Union executive and DUCCF executive 
to attend the meeting positively.

ADM Kohima notifies public
Additional District Magistrate, Kohima TL Kiusumong 
Tikhir has informed that some individuals household and 
garage owners are in habit of keeping building materials, 
off road vehicle etc. by road side thereby causing accident 
and traffic congestion. In this connection, the ADM has 
directed all such concerned owners to remove all building 
materials, off road vehicle etc. within a period of one 
week from the issue of the order dated Nov. 15 from 
public road for public safety and smooth traffic flow. The 
order also stated that any defaulting individuals/owner 
will be liable for persecution on expiry of one week period 
and materials will be seized with appropriate penalty 
imposed.

Oriental College to organise ‘skill fest’ 
The Oriental College Kohima will be organising a skill 
development and entrepreneurship training programme 
called ‘Skill Fest’ from Nov. 20 to 25.

GBuD informs members
The GBs Union Dimapur (GBUD) has informed all GBs 
under Dimapur urban area to collect the red blanket for 
the year 2016- 2017 from Nov. 20 onwards during office 
working hours in the DC office.

YSUK general session cum 
freshers’ meet
The Yimchungrü Student’s Union Kohima (YSUK) will 
be holding 27th General Session cum Fresher’s Meet 
2017 on Nov. 18, 10 a.m. at Ura Academy. The union has 
invited the YUK, YWOK, YGOA, parents, students, and well 
wishers to attend the programme.

LSU 2nd union assembly
The 2nd union assembly of the Lotha Students’ Union 
(LSU) for the tenure 2017-2020 has been convened 
on Nov. 24, 11 a.m. at Englan village, to be hosted 
by the Englan Village Students’ Union. All federating 
units, senior leaders and concerned individuals are 
requested to attend the assembly positively. For further 
information and queries one may contact speaker U/A 
LSU at 8974938486. Federating units are also requested 
to submit yearly membership during the assembly.

ANTA Phek unit annual picnic
The ANTA Phek unit will be having annual picnic-cum-
meeting on Nov. 18. All members and owners are 
requested to participate. The unit also cautioned that 
strict action will be initiatedagainst absentees. It also 
informed that no taxi under Phek unit shall allow to ply 
on the mentioned date. 

DDC coordination meeting 
District Congress Committee (DCC) President Kevi Vizo 
has informed that there will be a coordination meeting 
of presidents of all 11 districts on Nov. 21 at Hotel 
Millennium, Kohima. All DCC presidents are requested 
to attend the meeting positively.

State RJD convenes general meeting
The Rashtriya Janata Dal (RJD) Nagaland has convened 
a general meeting on Nov 18, 10 a.m. at the residence 
of state RJD president, Khetovi Kinny. All office bearers, 
executive members, women wing and youth wing are 
informed to attend the meeting.

News iN Brief

workshop and it was envi-
sioned to share the know-
how about the subject mat-
ter. 

As per the release, the 
Government of  Nagaland 
is committed to address the 
gender-responsive budget-
ing mandate of  the Union 
government and is party to 
the GRB pledge wherein 
their policies need to be 
gender equal and encour-
age pro-women policies.  

The team of  gender 
nodal officers would aid in 
designing and formulation 
of  gender-sensitive poli-
cies, schemes, or budgets 
for respective department. 
Besides, a Gender-Respon-
sive Budgeting Cell   has 
been constituted under 
the Planning and Coor-
dination Department for 
the purpose, the release 
informed.

Dimapur, Nov. 16 (EMN): The Tangkhul Union Ko-
hima (TUK) has mourned the sudden demise of  Ramyo 
Luikham at his native village Ukhrul on Nov. 16. 

TUK said Luikham was posted at Kohima on deputa-
tion to Nagaland Government from New Delhi during 
1960s’ as OSD/deputy secretary, was among the few of-
ficers in the community those days. 

“His great contribution towards acquiring of  land 
from the state government for construction of  a church 
building, where the Tangkhul Baptist Church Kohima is 
standing today,” the message stated.

While expressing condolences, TUK offered prayer to 
the bereaved family at this hour of  sorrow and also for the 
departed soul to rest in peace.

Dimapur, Nov. 16 (EMN): The Nationalist Demo-
cratic Progressive Party (NDPP) has appointed Kelhu-
neizo Andrew Yhome, former president of  the Naga 
Students’ Federation, as the president of  the NDPP 
Youth Organisation. 

A release from the NDPP Media & Communi-
cations Cell stated that Yhome was a former vice 
president of  L Khel Students’ Union, Kohima village, 
speaker Angami Students’ Union; president Angami 
Students’ Union, speaker Naga Students’ Federation, 
and president Naga Students’ Federation.

Dimapur, Nov. 16 (EMN): 
The Zeliangrong Baudi, 
Assam, Manipur, and Na-
galand, secretary election 
commission, Panti Kamei 
has informed that there 
will be election of  AB 
(AMN) office bearers for 
2017-2020 tenure on Nov. 
24 at Tarung Kabui vil-
lage, Imphal, Manipur. 

Nomination paper can 
be obtained from the elec-
tion commission by pay-
ing Rs. 500. The nomina-

tion paper will be issued 
on Nov. 13, submission on 
Nov. 24 between 8 to 10 
a.m., scrutiny of  nomina-
tion paper from 10 to 11 
a.m. and withdrawal of  
nomination paper from 11 
a.m, to 2 p.m. followed by 
speech of  the candidate, 
voting and declaration. 

All  ZB state units, 
zonals and Zeliangrong 
frontal organizations are 
asked to attend the same 
positively.

Dimapur, Nov. 16 (EMN): 
In view of the festive season 
ahead, the Phek Chamber 
of Commerce & Industries 
(PCCI) has informed all 
business establishments that 
there will be mass social 
work on Nov. 27 from 7 to 
10 a.m.

PCCI also informed 
business establishments to 
compulsorily clean their 
respective shutter/door, 
surroundings and decorate 
their shop in any possi-
ble manner. All shops are 
asked to compulsorily put-
up a commercial/shop sign-

board and CLF/LED bulb. 
For customer convenience, 
PCCI also requested shop-
keepers to open their shop 
till 5 p.m. during the festive 
season. It also informed that 
plastic bags shall be banned 
with effect from Nov. 30. 
Therefore, members are 
requested to use only papers 
for commercial use. 

Further, a release in-
formed that PCCI shall con-
duct surprise checking on 
‘flying business’ and above 
mentioned assignments. 
Defaulters are warned with 
action. 

the rural people will take 
a lifetime and hence, the 
need is to focus on what is 
at hand,” he said

He also commended 
ARSI for giving yeomen 
service to the rural popu-
lation across the country, 
who are devoid of  health-
care facilities.

Chairman organizing 
committee Dr. Z Mozhui, 
appreciated rural surgeons 
who are working under 
challenging conditions and 
yet doing a commendable 
job. He said rural surgeons 
are the true general sur-
geons working under se-
vere constraints in terms 

of  equipments and man-
power.

Also addressing the 
gathering, ARSI resident, 
Dr. B D Patel highlighted 
the 25th Anniversary of  
ARSI. He also extended 
warm greetings to all the 
participants on behalf  of  
ARSI. 

Dimapur, Nov. 16 (EMN): 
A three day national semi-
nar under the theme ‘Crop 
protection: Current trend 
and future perspective’ 
got underway on Nov. 16 
at SASRD, Medziphema 
campus.

The seminar is being 
organised by the depart-
ment of  Plant Pathology, 
Entomology & Agronomy, 
SASRD: NU, Medziphema 
campus.

The chief  guest for the 
inaugural programme, Vice 
Chancellor of  Nagaland 
University Lumami Prof. 
Pardesi Lal, welcomed 
the galaxy of  scientists 
and research scholars from 
across the country to Naga-
land. He also expressed his 
gratitude to organisers for 
conducting this important 
seminar which is in need of  
the hour as it concurs with 
the Prime Minister’s vision 
of  doubling the incomes 
and the welfare of  farmers 
by the year 2022.  

The vice chancellor said 
biotic and abiotic factors 
interrelated with the crop 
life determine the success 
of  crop production.Sstrat-
egies of  crop protection 
are ever-evolving with the 
needs of  various ages and 

Dimapur, Nov. 16 (EMN): 
The Dimapur police on 
Nov. 15 at around 5 a.m. 
recovered one unidentified 
male body from Gorapatti, 
opposite DDSC Stadium.

According to press re-

lease received on Wednes-
day, the body was found 
hanging by rope on the 
side of  a truck bearing 
registration no. NL05 
-D-1608.

Inquest was conducted 

at the spot in presence of  
witnesses. Later, the body 
was shifted to morgue Di-
mapur district hospital for 
post- mortem examina-
tion and identification of  
corpse, the release stated.

Description of  corpse: 
height-5.8, complexion-
dark, body-medium build. 

A case has been reg-
istered under section 174 
Crpc for further investiga-
tion.

Dimapur, Nov. 16 (EMN): 
The first state nodal of-
ficers’ orientation work-
shop on gender-responsive 
budgeting was held on 
Nov. 15 at Hotel Vivor in 

Kohima. The programme 
was jointly organised by 
Government of  Nagaland 
and UN Women, New 
Delhi and facilitated by 
Dr. Sanghamitra Dhar, 

expert to mission Gender-
Responsive Budgeting, UN 
Women, New Delhi. 

Altogether 24 depart-
ments participated in the 
first phase of  orientation 

Dimapur, Nov. 16 (EMN): 
The Association of  Rural 
Surgeons of  India (ARSI) 
25th Annual Conference 
(silver jubilee) got underway 
on Thursday at the confer-
ence hall of Hotel Acacia in 
Dimapur. The conference is 
being held under the theme 
‘Bringing rural surgery to 
the doorstep’.  

Delegates from all over 
the country and local doc-
tors are said to be attending 
the three-day conference.

Speaking at the inau-
gural programme, chief  
guest, President Nagaland 
Medical Council Dr. L M 
Murry, stressed on making 
use of  facilities available 
in one’s hands rather than 
hoping for something that 
is not in hand. He said all 
possible innovation and 
skill are needed to focus 
on healthcare of  the rural 
population. 

“Medical science has 
tremendously developed 
but waiting for these tech-
nologies to trickle down to 

societies, he added.
Prof. Lal opined that 

the fundamental role of  
scientists is to strive for 
integrated research and 
development in the agricul-
tural sector. He also added 
that scientists have a moral 
responsibility to accept the 
challenge of  developing 
effective mechanisms for 
management of  crop pro-
tection and thus pave the 
way for achieving higher 
levels of  research and tech-
nological advancements. 

Dr. Robin Gogoi, FPSI, 
FISMPP, principal Sci-
entist, Division of  Plant 
Pathology, New Delhi in 

his keynote address high-
lighted on the issue of  crop 
disease management ap-
proaches beyond current 
trend. 

The goal of  the ad-
dress according to him was 
to sensitize the younger 
generation of  scientists 
in the disciplines of  crop 
protection and gave an 
erudite presentation on the 
topic. Emphasising on the 
importance of  traditional 
methods, he said using 
it as the base, there is a 
need to blend in the con-
ventional, unconventional 
and frontier technologies 
so that a synthesis of  ap-

plicable technologies can 
be creatively innovated for 
sustainable management 
practices. 

Petevilie Thepa, a pro-
gressive farmer from Si-
ethekima village was a spe-
cial guest at the inaugural 
function. 

The Pro. Vice Chancel-
lor, Prof. T Lanusosang, 
NU: SASRD delivered the 
welcome address, while Dr. 
N Tiameren Ao, convener 
of  the seminar gave a short 
introduction on the sub 
themes of the national sem-
inar. Prof. L. Daiho, advi-
sor of  the seminar invoked 
God’s blessings and EU 

choir and SASRD students 
presented special songs.  A 
souvenir of  the national 
seminar was also released 
by the chief  guest. 

Altogether more than 
160 participants registered 
for the seminar comprising 
of  faculty of  Agricultural 
Universities, scientists from 
Agricultural Research insti-
tutes and research scholars 
from all states of  Northeast 
India, West Bengal, Orissa, 
Kerala, Tamil Nadu, Uttar 
Pradesh, and Himachal 
Pradesh. 

The release informed 
that there will be 18 techni-
cal sessions comprising of  

6 sub themes from plant 
pathology, entomology 
and agronomy disciplines 
which will be conducted 
simultaneously in 3 halls. 
Altogether there will be 
89 oral presentations and 
39 poster presentations 
and competition for best 
oral & poster presentations 
for students and research 
scholars.  

The technical sessions 
will be graced by immi-
nent lead speakers from 
renowned agricultural 
universities and agricul-
tural research institutes 
from different parts of  the 
country. 
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Officials of the Animal Husbandry and Veterinary department posing for the camera after a general conference of a veterinary organisation in Dimapur on Thursday. 

Officials browse stalls set up by family welfare groups of the police from different districts.

Village council members of Yimchalu and Sungratsu at a place called Yimkum Mimong, said to be their first settlement site,’ during the 10th 
anniversary of Yimchalu village on Nov. 16.

Asha Sanchu and (right) Rev. Dr. Marnungsang

State

Police family group sets up welfare showcase Yimchalu village celebrates anniversary

Clark hosts platform to 
discuss human trafficking

Resigned BJP members respond to criticism

Aadhaar enrolment in Nagaland smooth, says UIA

Comm. meets with RBI for 
banking security reviewSeparate service rules proposed 

for field assistants, says vety. chief 
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Dimapur, Nov. 16: The short-
age of  veterinary field assistants 
(VFA) in Nagaland has grown 
to pressurize the department of  
Animal Husbandry and Veterinary 
Services. Because of  this problem, 
the period of  training for the VFAs 
has been reduced to six months 
from one-year, said director of  
the department Dr. IP Khala at 
the 18th general conference of  the 
Nagaland Veterinary Field Assist-
ants’ Association (NVFAA) on 
Thur. Nov. 16 at the town hall in 
Dimapur.  

Dr. Khala suggested that the 
VFAs ask the government to create 
more posts to give efficient services. 
Taking into consideration the chal-
lenges faced by the assistants, the 
department has proposed a policy 
to have separate service rules of the 
VFAs; the matter is now in the final 
stages of  process with the govern-
ment. 

“I hope once the Service Rules 
gets its due approval, there will be 
ample scope for your service ca-
reer,” he said.

The service condition of  the 
VFAs has gone up but the service 
condition to farmers by the VFA has 
gone down, the department’s direc-
tor said. He has urged the VFAs 
to pledge to give good services to 
the farmers ‘in return for the good 
conditions that the government is 
providing them.’    

Further, the director urged the 
NVFAA to give a ‘best VFA award’ 
every year to persons who are giv-
ing their best efforts and maximum 
service to the farmers. By proposing 
this, he said, the association will be 
‘able to go ahead with their techni-
cal knowhow.’    

The VFAs in the outposts should 
never miss trainings ‘to keep up-
dated in order to avoid disgrace,’ he 
said. He suggested that the NVFAA 
request the authorities to conduct 

specialised training. In order to 
render veterinary services efficiently 
and effectively to farmers by the vet-
erinarians and para-veterinarians, 
he said, more trainings are required 
with practical knowledge rather 
than ‘too much of theory.’

The president of the Nagaland 
Veterinarian’s Association (NVA) 
Dr. Ilang also spoke at the event. 
He reminded the NVFAA that the 
department was active because of  
the association. Considering this, he 
said, they should be ready to hold 
responsibility and ‘popularise’ the 
department.

Calling the Naga people ‘animal 
farmers,’ Dr. Ilang said that the 
association—it has 325 members—
should deliberate on the group’s 
contribution since its formation in 
1981. “When you retrospect, you 
will question what the department 
has done for the association,” the 
official remarked.  He said it was 
time to think how to foster coop-

eration between the department and 
the association.  

In his welcome address the 
NVFAA’s President Tokiho Swu 
maintained that the most important 
achievement in their field has been 
the eradication of anthrax and rind-
erpest diseases from the state. “After 
a gap of five decade anthrax resur-
faced in 2016 at Zunheboto and in 
order to stop the epidemic we need 
to be ready to face the challenges,” 
Swu said.

With cooperation and ‘share 
of  difficulties’ with the higher au-
thorities, there can be a ‘profit-
able change in the state economy 
through animal farming sectors,’ 
Swu explained. Also, he appealed 
to the director and officials of  the 
department to impart skills to the 
NVFAA and provide refresher 
courses outside the state. That way, 
he said, the association can learn 
the techniques of  using modern 
technology. 

Eastern Mirror Desk
Dimapur, Nov. 16: The Na-
galand Police Family Wel-
fare Association (NPFWA) 
inaugurated an event called 
the family welfare competi-
tion at the NAPTC hockey 

ground on Thursday. 
The chief  guest for the 

event was Imnungienla Aye, 
wife of G Kaito Aye, minis-
ter for National Highways 
& Political Affairs.  A flow-
er arrangement competition 

was organised during the 
day’s programme. Wives 
of  police officers from dif-
ferent districts set up stalls 
to showcase various handi-
crafts and products at the 
programme.

Dimapur, Nov. 16 (EMN): 
The 18th meeting of  the 
state-level security commit-
tee (SLSC) for the state of  
Nagaland was held on Nov. 
14. Abhishek Singh, Home 
commissioner of Nagaland, 
presided over the meeting, 
a press release informed on 
Thursday. 

The meeting reviewed 
security and guarding ar-
rangements for all bank 
branches, currency chests 
and security arrangements 
during movement of  treas-
ure, it was informed. 

Officials including KP 
Raghuvanshi, security advi-
sor, Reserve Bank of India, 
Mumbai; BK Mishra, re-
gional director for Northeast 
states, RBI Guwahati; and 
police officers, representa-
tives of  the CRPF, BSNL 
and other banks in Nagaland 
were in the meeting, the up-
dates informed.

KP Raghuvanshi, se-
curity advisor, explained to 
the officials at the meeting 
that ‘security arrangements 
should be in place in all the 
banks.’  He said that the hot-
line facilities from the chest 
banks and police stations 
should be installed without 
any delay, the press release 
stated. He explained that the 
RBI can conduct training of  
police officials in detecting 
fake Indian currency notes. 
It was decided that the mat-
ter will be conducted in the 
month of January.

Home Commissioner 
Singh was stated to have 
said during the event that 
‘guarding arrangements’ for 
currency chest for branches 
was being undertaken by 

the CRPFs and Nagaland 
police as per the requirement 
of the RBI.  He stated that 
there was sufficient security 
arrangement during move-
ments of  treasure, it was 
informed.  He expressed sat-
isfaction that there have been 
no reports of any crimes at 
any of  the bank branches 
nor had there been incidents 
of robbery or pilferage from 
ATM machines. 

‘There have been no re-
ports of any instances of sei-
zure of fake Indian currency 
notes also. The meeting also 
reviewed the monetisation 
of bank branches in the state 
of  Nagaland post- demon-
etisation,’ the press release 
stated. 

‘It was observed that 
post demonetisation almost 
Rs 3044 crore of  specified 
bank notes was deposited 
in the currency chests of  
Nagaland. Against this RBI 
has sent new currency notes 
of  various denominations 
amounting to almost Rs 
4483 crore in the currency 
chests of  the state. Thus 
there is no shortage of cur-
rency notes in the state,’ the 
updates stated.

Further, the RBI was 
stated to have informed that 
final approval for opening 
currency chests at Longleng 
district has been accorded 
to the SBI; the SBI has been 
asked to take necessary steps 
to make it operational, the 
press release stated.

While there is no short-
age of cash in the state, com-
missioner has requested both 
the nationalised and private 
banks to encourage cashless 
transaction and e-payments.  

“As far as possible all 
government payments in-
cluding GPF withdrawals, 
medical reimbursement 
and TA / DA bills must 
be released into the bank 
accounts of  the concerned 
government servants,” the 
press release stated. Singh 
asked the banks to ensure 
“operationalisation” of tem-
porary ATMs at Kisama for 
the Hornbill festival. 

Further, the banks were 
requested to ensure “suffi-
cient liquidity” in the ATMs 
and bank branches “in view 
of the enhanced needs” of  
tourists visiting the Horn-
bill Festival. “Banks should 
also install additional PoS 
machines and encourage 
Digital Payments during the 
Hornbill Festival,” the press 
release continued.

The banks have been 
asked to submit details of  
pending security bills of  
all branches not covered 
under the special destina-
tion scheme.  The banks are 
directed to submit the details 
on or before December 14.  

Further a committee has 
been constituted under the 
Special Secretary (Home) 
to review security require-
ments of 177 bank branches 
in the state and to determine 
which branches would need 
security fee waiver. 

“Normally branches in 
commercial locations are 
expected to meet the security 
costs themselves,” the press 
release stated. The BSNL 
is also directed to see to 
the ‘functionality of hotline 
communications’ in four 
‘chest banks’ immediately, 
the press release added.

to 112 households. Progres-
sive farmers are settling in 
the area permanently and es-
tablishing farms and recrea-

tional infrastructure because 
of easy availability of water 
and fertile soil.

The secretary of the vil-

lage, Wati Walling, informed 
that the village had started 
exporting orange, litchi, 
cardamom, bananas, tea, 

seasonal fruits, long beans, 
piggery, poultry etc in large 
scale to other districts and 
neighbouring Assam too.

Dimapur, Nov. 16 (EMN):  A press 
release representing resigned mem-
bers of  the Bharatiya Janata Party 
(BJP) unit of  Kohima who were said 
to have ‘joined’ in support of  Member 
of  Parliament Neiphiu Rio have is-
sued a statement responding to what 
it called the ‘rebuttal of  our resigna-
tion from BJP party.’  

The press release, issued on Thurs-
day, was appended by L Gwatilo 
Kent, “general secretary (resigned).”

‘The resigned officials of  BJP Ko-
hima district and its frontal organisa-
tions are dumbfounded to go through 
the rebuttal of  our resignation from 
BJP party and joining hands to sup-
port former chief  minister and Lok 

Sabha MP Neiphiu Rio on Nov. 13,’ 
the press release stated.

“We are specially taken aback on 
the statement issued by 12th Tsem-
inyu mandal president, Shoyhunlo 
Kemp which was published in the 
local dailies on 16th November 2017 
saying that the office bearers of  man-
dal had also resigned while saying 
that ‘only individuals had quit the 
BJP party.’”

Combined with the statement 
were photographs of  documents, 
“signatory evidence,” and a list of  
resigned 21 officials from the 12th 
Tseminyu BJP mandal. The list 
includes two vice presidents, a gen-
eral secretary, two secretaries, nine 

executive members, presidents of  
Mahila Morcha and Kisan Morcha, 
two vice presidents of  Yuva Morcha, 
vice presidents of  Kisan Morcha 
and S/T Morcha and a secretary 
of  Kisan Morcha, the press release 
explained.    

“We are not individuals but com-
prise the whole of  the 12th Tseminyu 
Mandal office bearers except the 
president himself, who might have 
been lured with promises of  special 
benefits lest he was with us. Moreo-
ver, we would like to remind Kemp 
of  his confession and signature to 
accept whatever we jointly decide, of  
which we have evidence,” the press 
release added. 

deceived, helpless and hopeless peo-
ple of  the society. 

Following the inaugural pro-
gramme, three papers were presented 
during the technical session. The first 
paper was “Trafficking in Persons: a 
Global Issue,” presented by Rossana 
Lyngdoh, board director of  Impulse 
NGO Network, Shillong. The organi-
zation is at the forefront for the past 
20 years in the ministry of  address-
ing the threat of  human trafficking 
in India, Myanmar, Bangladesh and 
Nepal, the updates informed. 

The second paper was on the 
topic, “Women as Victims of  Traf-
ficking” presented by Asha Sanchu, 
who was involved with Nightingale 
International, a global organisation 
based in Bangkok that works toward 
reaching out to prostitutes in red 
light areas and victims of  human 
trafficking. 

The third paper was “De-coding 
Human Trafficking in a Post-de-
Globalizing World: Through the 
Prism of  Christian Social Ethics.” 
It was presented by Dr. IJ Mohan 
Razhu, professor of  Social Ethics at 
Acts Academy of  Higher Education 
in Bangalore, the updates informed. 

The seminar will conclude on 
Nov. 18, it was informed. Accord-
ing to information available here, 12 
papers will be presented by scholars, 
social activist and legal experts from 
all over the country. 

The seminar will be followed by 
another regional seminar about the 
‘creative use’ of  the media, the press 
release stated. The event will be organ-
ized jointly by the Clark Communica-
tion and Cultural Research Center 
and Clark Centre for Peace Research 
Centre and Action from Nov. 23 to the 
25th, the press release stated. 

“All together 14 resourceful pa-
pers will be presented during this 3 
days Regional Seminar by academi-
cians along with media professionals 
and peace activists from North East 
India,” the press release added.

Our Correspondent
M o k o k c h u n g,  N o v. 
16: Yimchalu village in 
Mokokchung district cel-
ebrated its 10th anniversary 
on Nov. 16.

The village was estab-
lished in 2007. It is about 
16 km away from Mokok-
chung town. The village is 
known among the locals for 
its recreation spots, organic 
vegetables and fruits; tea, 
fishing and livestock.

During a short program 
at Yimchalu, ‘parent vil-
lage’ Sungratsu encouraged 
Yimchalu villagers to live 
peacefully ‘without fear and 
doubts’ and to work toward 
making the community pro-
gressive.

Within a period of  10 
years, the village has grown 

Dimapur, Nov. 16 (EMN): A three-
day “national seminar” focusing on 
human trafficking organised by the 
Clark Centre for Peace Research and 
Action (CCPRA) of  Clark Theologi-
cal College in Mokokchung district 
was inaugurated on Thursday in the 
college. 

A press release from the organ-
isers on Nov. 16 informed that the 
principal of  the College Rev. Dr. 
Marnungsang addressed the event 
observing that “in such a disturbing 
scenario aggravated by the violent 
act of  human trafficking,” there 
was need for “critical consciousness 
and intense efforts” on the part of  
the government, legal groups, non-
governmental organisations and the 
church, and media practitioners and 
theological community. The need is 
to spread awareness and devise action 
plans to “eradicate the dehumanizing 
threat of  human trafficking,” the 
gathering was told. 

“With that sincere commitment 
and consciousness, this national semi-
nar is organized,” the principal said. 
He said that human trafficking was 
threatening the security of  vulnerable 
populations in the Northeast region 
of  India, and therefore ‘becomes cru-
cial to take up every possible measure 
to encounter the menace of  the dehu-

manizing activities.’ 
The keynote address to the event 

was delivered by Asha Sanchu, 
director of  Miqlat Ministry, of  the 
Nagaland Baptist Church Council’s 
women department. She spoke on 
the theme “Human Trafficking: A 
Biblical Reflection on Joseph’s Sto-
ry,” the updates stated. The speaker 
observed that “the story of  Joseph 
could be the story of  first trafficked 
man in the Bible and world’s first 
known account of  the human traf-
ficking.” 

Further, Sanchu identified in the 
story of  Joseph the modern under-
standing of  human trafficking and 
the elements employed in the appa-
ratus used in human trafficking. She 
identified modern days elements such 
as networking, criminal conspiracy, 
threat, force, abduction, coercion or 
intimidation, abuse of  power, fraud, 
deception, transportation, buying and 
selling, receiving payments, ‘human-
as-commodity’, sexual abuse etc., all 
in the story of  Joseph. 

Sanchu concluded her address 
by saying, “Human Trafficking, the 
dehumanizing reality we are experi-
encing today is not only a justice issue 
but a sacred issue.” The participants 
were encouraged to ‘live out our the-
ology’ by siding with the oppressed, 

Dimapur, Nov. 16 (EMN): 
The Unique Identification 
Authority of  India at Gu-
wahati informs that the 
Aadhaar enrolment process 
in Nagaland is ‘going on 
smoothly in all the districts.’

The establishment is-
sued a press release on Nov. 
16 informing that the state’s 
government was ‘making 
rigorous effort to enrol the 
balance population at the 
earliest’ keeping in view of  
the importance of the Aad-
haar number. 

“In a bid to cover the 
left-out villagers / residents 
living in remotest part of Na-
galand, the district adminis-
tration had earlier conducted 
enrolment through camp-
mode to facilitate Aadhaar 
enrolment in order to ensure 
sweep enrolment,” the press 
release. Apart from this, it 
added, the Aadhaar enrol-
ment / update centres have 
been established at perma-
nent enrolment centre i.e., 
deputy commissioner, ADC, 
and SDO offices etc., ‘so that 
it would be convenient for 

the local people to easily get 
enrolled for Aadhaar.’

Recently, the department 
of  Financial Services had 
instructed all the scheduled 
commercial banks to set up 
Aadhaar enrolment/update 
centres in one out of ‘their’ 
10 branches, the press re-
lease stated. 

‘Already State Bank of  
India, Allahabad Bank and 
Syndicate Bank has set up 
Aadhaar enrolment / up-
date centres at their respec-
tive Dimapur branch. Other 
banks are also in process to 
start Aadhaar enrolment 
soon. Officials of  the de-
partment of Post have also 
been trained by UIDAI 
regional office for under-
taking Aadhaar enrolment. 
They are also expected to 
start Aadhaar enrolment / 
updating in their respective 
post office branches.’

As per Section 7 of Aad-
haar Act of 2016 the Central 
government or state govern-
ment may use Aadhaar as 
an identifier for delivery of  
various subsidy / benefit / 

services to the residents for 
which the expenditure is 
incurred from or the receipt 

there from forms part of, 
the Consolidated Fund of  
India.   

The Status of Aadhaar Generation is as below-

District Total Aadhaar 
Generation Percentage

Dimapur 33,6,915 80.1

Kohima 1,80,810 60.4

Mon 1,28,769 59.7

Mokokchung 1,16,704 53.6

Tuensang 1,13,798 51.7

Phek 90,685 51.5

Zunheboto 81,228 49.5

Wokha 76,004 46.5

Kiphire 38,712 45.8

Longleng 33,649 40.5

Peren 30,869 28.3

Total 12,28,143 55.5

“It may be requested 
that those who have not 
enrolled for Aadhaar may 
rush to his/her nearby 
Aadhaar enrolment centre 
today.  Enrolment for Aad-
haar is free of  cost for all 
residents. To locate one’s 

nearest Aadhaar Enrolment 
Centre, one can access- ht-
tps://appointments.uidai.
gov.in/easearch.aspx. For 
more information, one can 
contact on 0361-2228080 
or Toll free No. 1947,” the 
UIA added.
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Manipur govt. to provide ex-gratia to kin of deceased personnel

Various orgs. oppose ‘Nagalim’ to KA; submits memorandum

NF Railway Lumding division 
conducts workshop

AR recovers illicit drugs worth Rs. 4.18 cr.

14,632 HIV positives identified in Mizoram

JAA and NUJI demands Journalists Protection Act

‘Assam govt committed to uplift tea community’ Mizoram Assembly 
adjourned sine die

KA journalists celebrate National Press Day

Manipur to witness first floating stage at Sangai fest

Our Correspondent
Imphal, Nov. 16 (EMN): The 
Manipur government would provide 
an ex-gratia  of Rs 20 lakh to the kin 
of the three deceased Manipur Rifles 
personnel who lost their lives during 
a road mishap in Tamenglong 
district on Nov. 15, Wed. around 
4:30 pm.

Three personnel of  the 5th 
Manipur Rifles are- K Samarjit, 
Dominic Rongmei and Kh Bungo 
Singh.

The personnel were killed when 
the security escort vehicle of  vice 
chairman Adim Pamei of  state 
disaster management authority 
was on their way to Imphal after 
attending Chief  Minister  N 
Biren led ministerial team visit to 
Tamenglong.

The escort plunged into a gorge 
near Keikao village, 130 km west of  
Imphal along Imphal-Tamenglong 
road killing three while two other 
personnel- L Jibankumar and 
Pougulung Kamson were seriously 
injured.

Nongthombam Biren Singh 
made the announcement after 
meeting the family members of  

the deceased personnel at JNIMS 
Mortuary in Imphal on Thursday.

Biren said that the security 
personnel had died in the line of  
duty on a special mission of  the 
new government “Go to the Hills” 
mission so the government is taking 
the matter seriously. 

He said the government would 
also provide financial support of Rs 
5 lakh each to the injured personnel. 

The proposal for providing 
financial aid would be placed before 
the Cabinet, he added. 

Expressing deepest condolences, 
he extended his heartfelt sympathies 
to the bereaved families.

On the recent bomb attack that 
killed two Assam Rifles jawans 
in Chandel district, he said that 
violence will not bring any solution 
but acts as a hamper in bringing 
peace and prosperity in the State. 

Political dialogue is very much 
needed to resolve any issues, he 
added. The State government is also 
planning to have political dialogue 
with the insurgents/outfits if  the 
centre gives their approval for the 
talks.

Earlier, Chief  Minister Biren 

along with Rajya Sabha MP 
Rajya Kh Bhabananda Singh; 
Forest Minister Th Shyamkumar, 
Agriculture Minister; Hangkhanlian, 
Parliamentary Secretaries, MLAs, 
and DGP Manipur visited the 
two injured personnel who are 
undergoing treatment at a private 
hospital to enquire about their health 
conditions. 

G i v i n g  s o m e  f i n a n c i a l 
assistance to the families of  the 
injured personnel, he assured that 
the medical expenses during the 
treatment will be borne by the 
government. 

He also directed the doctors and 
paramedical staffs of Shija Hospitals 
to extend best-possible treatment to 
those injured in the accident. 

Our Correspondent
Diphu, Nov.16 (EMN): Various 
students, civic and social 
organisations of Karbi Anglong 
organised a sit in demonstration 
for 4 hours from 10 am to 2 pm 
in-front of  Semson Sing Ingti 
Memorial park  on Thursday at 
Karbi Anglong. 

While talking to Eastern 
Mirror correspondent, Ranjit 
Kramsa, President, All India 
Students Association (AISA) 
informed that ‘we oppose 
extension of  Nagalim to Karbi 
Anglong as per Framework 
Agreement with Centre and 
NSCN(IM) on Aug. 3, 2015 

on immediate implementation 
and creation of  Autonomous 
State under Article-224(A) of  
the constitution of  India and 
Scrap of Clause-8 of BLT accord 
signed on Feb. 10, 2003 that we 
are not against any community 
but we are demanding out rights.’

During the demonstration, 

the organisations submitted a 
memorandum to Union Home 
Minister, Rajnath Singh, through 
the deputy commissioner of  
Karbi Anglong .

The memorandum mentions 
that, Nitin Gadkarji, Union 
Minister and senior BJP leader 
in an election meeting at Diphu, 
promised for implementation of  
Article-244(A) in 2016 and that 
Union Minister Arun Jaitley 
had also released BJP’s vision 
document at Guwahati on 
March 25, 2016 which, however 
had not mention about Karbi 
Anglong and Dima Hasao. The 
said document was published 
as advertisement in all major 
dailies published from Guwahati 
thereby leaving no room for 
anyone to miss the ignored Hills 
State Issue, added the memo.

The memorandum also 
mentioned regarding Nagalim 
and the agreement signed on 
Aug. 3, 2015 between centre 
and the Nationalist Socialist 
Council of  Nagaland (NSCN- 

IM) in Delhi. The aim of  
framework agreement is to fulfil 
the aspiration of  Naga people 
to recover the land of  Naga 
inhabited area, this is called the 
territory of Nagalim, the memo 
said. Also the NSCN(IM) leader 
as explained in the historical 
account of Nagaland in Assam 
in page 12 of  Chapter 5, states 
that the area transferred out of  
Naga territory to Assam in sector 
Sector (C)  areas 282.76 Sq. Miles 
and Sector (D) area of 1430.40 
sq. miles also include the area of  
Karbi Anglong 7399 Sq.km. and 
Dima Hasao district as a whole. 

It further stated, “we are not 
against Naga people, we are not 
against Nagalim within present 
Nagaland state territory, but we 
will not favour the expansion 
of  Nagalim to Karbi Anglong 
area at any reason because Karbi 
having themselves won territorial 
kingdom since immemorial time, 
as a result had declared Mikir 
(now Karbi) homeland track of  
country on Feb. 24 1826 on the 

day of treaty of Yandaboo.”
Moreover, on May 24, 2016, 

the union cabinet decided to 
grant Schedule Tribes (Hills) 
status to the Bodo and Bodo 
Kacharies living in Karbi 
Anglong and Dima Hasao. 
This move was vehemently 
opposed at the signing on the 
Memorandum of  Settlement 
(MoS) on the  Feb. 10, 2003 and 
the then National Democratic 
Al l iance (NDA) later  on 
United Progressive Alliance 
(UPA) government stating 
it unnecessary to implement 
clause -8 of  the said MoS of  
the 2003 which record. “The 
government of  India agreed 
to consider sympathetically 
the inclusion of  the Bodo of  
the Bodo Kacharies living in 
Karbi Anglong and Dima Hasao 
Autonomous Council area in 
the ST(Hills) list of  the state of  
Assam”, added memorandum.

Moreover,  the government 
of  Assam, too, consider it 
prudent not to pursue the matter 

as it would upset the Schedule 
Tribe (Order of  1950) to the 
detriment of the Schedule Tribes 
(Hills) who are more backward 
and insular than the Schedule 
Tribes (Plain). The sudden 
decision of  the union cabinet  
to grant Schedule Tribes (Hills) 
status to Bodo Kacharies living 
in Karbi Anglong and Dima 
Hasao, without so much taking 
into confidence has aggravated 
the already fragile situation 
and they may turn the situation 
even more volatile, added 
Memorandum.

The memorandum was 
jointly submitted by AISA, Hills 
Committee, Revolutionary Youth 
Association, Hills Committee, 
Yo u t h  A l l i a n c e  A g a i n s t 
Corruption , Karbi Anglong 
Development Association, 
C h e r a p  C h e t o  Fa r m e r s 
Committee,  Unemployed Youth 
Union, Karbi Student’s and 
Youth Assembly (Progressive) 
and Karbi Anglong Kisan 
Shramik Sabha.

Maligaon, Nov. 16 (EMN): 
An orientation workshop 
on generating awareness 
for mitigating elephant 
casualty in railway track 
was organised by Lumding 
Division on Nov. 14. This 
was stated in a press release 
issued by Chief  Public 
Relations Officer N.F. 
Railway, Maligaon.

With the approaching 
of  foggy season where 
elephant dashing are more 
common, its an initiative 
of Lumding Division along 
with the Forest Department 
of  government of  Assam 
t o w a r d s  s p r e a d i n g 
a w a r e n e s s  a m o n g 
stakeholders to minimize 
elephant casualty due to 
dashing, stated the release.

The workshop is said 
to have been attended by 
Loco Pilots, Assistant 
Loco Pilots, Patrolmen of  
Lumding Division of  N.F. 
Railway. 

The DRM of Lumding 
division P.K. Jain headed 
the railway delegation while 
the Forest department is 
said to have been led by P. 
Shivkumar, Conservator 

of Forest, Northern Circle, 
Assam (Tezpur). 

Experts of  W.W.F of  
India led by Dr. Anil Singh 
and Dr. P.J. Borah along with 
Kaushik Baruah of Assam 
Elephant Foundation gave 
presentations on elephant 
behaviour and the need for 
proactive initiative from 
both the forest department 
and  ra i lways  fo r  the 
conservation of elephant. 

L o c o  p i l o t  a n d 
railway staff  shared their 
experiences and meaningful 
interaction took place 
among the participants, the 
release mentioned.

The release fur ther 
mentions that there were 
consensus  among the 
participants on a number 
of  issues which included 
incorporation of  a module 
on elephant sensitivity in 
the training programme of  
Loco Pilot and provision of  
better visibility equipments 
during the foggy season.

Because of the proactive 
initiative taken up jointly 
by the railway and forest 
department, there has 
been substantial reduction 

in elephant mortality on 
railway tracks, stated the 
release. Such measures 
include formation of  joint 
control patrolling groups 
in vulnerable areas who are 
authorized to speak directly 
to station masters of nearby 
stations upon the sighting 
of  elephant in the vicinity 
of railway track. 

The station master in 
turn is said to have been 
empowered to stop the 
movement of train or issue 
advisory to the drivers of  
the train to drive at reduced 
speed till the time that the 
elephant herds move away 
from the railway track. 

Forest  and rai lway 
off icials  is  said to be 
connected round the clock 
through whatsapp groups 
for sharing of  information 
and prompt action in the 
case of any eventuality.   

During the discussion 
i t  was suggested that 
spreading of  awareness 
would be the key short 
term measure which could 
be effective in reducing 
elephant mortality, stated 
the release.

Dimapur, Nov. 16 (EMN): The 12 Assam 
Rifles of 26 Sector under the aegis of IGAR 
(South) in its crusade against illicit drugs has 
recovered 63 grams of Heroin, , 368 grams 
of Brown Sugar and 47915 numbers of WY 
tablets worth approximate Rs 4.18 crore in 
the international market.

A press release issued by the Inspector 
General Assam Rifles (South) mentions 
that on Nov. 15, the team based on specific 
information at around 8:30 in the morning 

one black coloured Alto which was travelling 
from Moreh to Imphal was stopped 
for checking at PVCP, Khudengthabi, 
Tengnoupal District. 

The release mentions that on thorough 
checking of  the vehicle, Akhup Lamkang 
was found in possession of  the recovered 
drugs. 

The Recovered items along-with the 
individual is said to have been handed over 
to Narcotics Control Bureau, Imphal.

Aizawl, Nov. 16 (PTI): 
Three-day winter session 
of  the Mizoram Legislative 
A s s e m b ly  wa s  t o d ay 
adjourned sine die by the 
Speaker Hiphei. 

Three  gover nment 
bills and one amendment 
bill were passed by the 
legis lature during the 
course of  the session while 
the Mizoram Urban Areas 
Rent Control Bill, 2017 
was referred to the select 
committee today.

Tributes were paid to 
the three former legislators - 
Zakhu Hlychho, F Lalzuala 
and Col Lalchungnunga 
who died recently.

Aizawl, Nov. 16 (PTI): Mizoram 
identified 14,632 HIV positives between 
October 1990 and March 2017, state 
health minister Lal Thanzara informed 
the state legislature today.

Among the states, Mizoram has 
the second highest number of people 

living with HIV/AIDS. The state has a 
population of over 10 lakh.

In a written reply to queries from 
Dr K Beichhua and Lalruatkima of  
the opposition Mizo National Front 
(MNF), Lal Thanzara said 3,24,542 
blood tests were conducted during the 

period.
He said the most number of HIV 

infections were through sex, followed 
by sharing of  syringe and needle by 
intravenous drug users. Most of  the 
HIV positives were between 25 and 34 
years of age, he added.

Guwahati, Nov. 16 (PTI): 
The Journalist Association 
o f  Assam (JAA)  and 
the National Union of  
Journalists India (NUJI) 
today demanded a Journalist 
Protection Act to ensure 
safety of journalists.

JAA president Dhirendra 
Nath Chakravatty and its 
working president Dalim 
Phukan along with NUJI 
East Zone secretary-cum-
general secretary of  JAA 
Bhupen Goswami made this 
demand while conveying 
their greetings and wishes to 
the media fraternity of  the 
state on National Press Day 
being celebrated across the 
country today.

A statement from the 
two unions said, “In the last 

12 years seven media houses 
and 837 journalists have 
been attacked as reported by 
IFJ. So we need a protection 
act immediately. It is urgent 
that we create this legislation 
if we want to maintain our 
position as a world leader on 
press freedom”.

“Law enforcement 
agencies and our government 
are failing to protect the 
ability of  journalists to do 
their job”, they asserted.

“The media is now 
the nerve centre of  our 
society” and that it plays a 
vital role in disseminating 
information to the people. 
With its commitment to 
uphold truth, probity, and 
objectivity, media is helping 
in building up a just and 

corruption-free society,” 
they said.

NUJI and JAA also 
issued a statement calling for 
the state’s media fraternity 
to showcase and promote 
the rich cultural, religious, 
adventure and natural 
potentials of  the state and 
its unique identity of unity 
in diversity.

S t a t i n g  m e d i a  i s 
responsible for upholding 
the right to freedom of  
speech, they stressed on 
self-regulation by the Fourth 
Estate.

“Freedom of expression 
is a universal human right.

It is not the prerogative 
of the politician. Nor is it the 
privilege of  the journalist. 
In their day-to-day work, 

journalists are simply 
exercising every citizen’s 
right to free speech”, they 
pointed out.

“A  f r e e  p r e s s  i s 
fundamental to a democratic 
society.

It seeks out and circulates 
news, information, ideas, 
comment and opinion and 
holds those in authority 
to account. The press 
provides the platform for a 
multiplicity of  voices to be 
heard”, they said.

“There is a need to 
enhance the punishment, as 
presently the accused in such 
cases can get bail easily. 

The need of  the hour 
is to ensure that honest 
officials work efficiently,” 
they added.

Guwahati, Nov. 16 (PTI): 
Assam Chief  Minister 
Sa rbananda  Sonowal 
today said that the state 
government is committed 
to the development of  the 
tea community.
The chief minister also said 
that the community has 
made lots of  contribution 
to the greater Assamese 
society.

“ O u r  g ove r n m e n t  i s 
committed to facilitate the 
required infrastructure for 
ushering in development 
in the tea garden areas,” 
S o n o w a l  s a i d  w h i l e 
speaking at the inaugural 
function of the Civil Service 
Examinat ion 2017-18 
training programme for 
the youths of the tea tribes 
community.

Stating that the government 
would want to increase the 
number of students for the 
training programme from 
30 to 300 in the coming 
years, Sonowal urged the 
students not to take the 
training casually.
“You should  become 
the beacon of  light and 
symbol of  optimism for 
your community which has 

not been able to reap the 
benefits of development for 
many decades”, he said.
The chief  minister also 
informed that the state 
government would organise 
‘Shramik Kalyan Divas’ on 
November 23 in memory 
of  Assam Chah Mazdoor 
Sangha’s late prominent 
leader Santosh Kumar 
Topno.

Our Correspondent
Diphu, Nov.16 (EMN): Along with 
rest of the country, the District Press 
Club of  Karbi Anglong (DPCKA) 
observed ‘National Press Day’ at its 
DPCKA office on Thur. Nov. 16.

The program began with hoisting 
of its flag by President Kiri Ronghang 
followed by a moment of remembrance 
for the departed souls of the fraternity 
who lost their lives on duty.

The journalist fraternity from both 
electronic and print media of  Karbi 
Anglong participated in the program 
and expressed their views and opinions 
about the role and responsibilities and 
the problems faced by the journalists in 
the region.

A conclave was also held presided 
by its President while the objective of  
the meeting was delivered by General 
Secretary Danielson Bey.

Addressing in the program, senior 
journalist, Bureau Chief  of  Karbi 
Anglong Newslives said that, National 
Press day’ was first celebrated in 1997 in 
India under the aegis of Press Council 
of India and that the journalists plays a 
vital role in all round development of  

the society.
Joysing Tokbi, President, Karbi 

Anglong Journalist Union (KAJU) 
elaborated about the important roles of  
a journalist. He said media is a service 
for the society and that if  a journalist 
should render true service and should 
provide positive service to the society/
committee to the best of one’s ability. 

Nagen Bora, most Senior Journalist 
in Karbi Anglong who attended the 
program as the chief  guest, stated 
that as Journalist one has to be bold 

and brave while rendering the media 
service to the society. He said, always 
attempt to present exclusive story, but 
it should be revised several times before 
presenting the news to the public.

Also, the District Information 
and Public Relation Department in 
collaboration with Diphu Press club  
observed National Press day at Farmers 
Growth Centre, where MLA Dr. 
Mansing Rongpi and KAAC, EM 
Amarsing Tisso and other dignitaries 
attended in the program.

Our Correspodent
Imphal, Nov. 16 (EMN): 
Hectic construction works 
are on at the set up of  
Manipur’s first ever floating 
stage at Sendra area of  
Loktak Lake as part of the 
upcoming 8th Manipur 
Sangai festival 2017 which is 
a tourism event of the state.

The 10 day festival 
w h i c h  i s  s c h e d u l e d 
t o  b e  h e l d  a t  H a f t a 
Kangjeibung in Imphal, 
Lamboi Khongnangkhong 
a n d  Ke i b u l  L a m j a o 
s i mu l t a n e o u s ly  f r o m 
November  21 wi l l  be 
witnessing many cultural 
shows and performances 
over the floating stage as 
curtain raiser of the festival 
prior to the main opening 
show.

The floating stage which 
has the carrying capacity 
of  nearly 1000 people 
measuring an area of about 
9600 square foot (120 x 
80ft) is being developed 
by 15 workers including 
10 carpenters using 1220 
plastic barrels and 3200 kbs 
of  well furnished (wood) 
‘upbaks’ since the past 30 

days, according to workers.
State Chief  Minister N 

Biren Singh also inspected 
the construction activities 
at the main venue-Hapta 
Kangjeibung and trade 
and permanent exhibition 
c e n t r e  a t  L a m b o i 
Khongnangkhong venues 
on Thursday. 

During his visit, he 
directed the officials of  
various departments to 
expedite preparations for 

successful conduct of  the 
festival. 

He further instructed the 
officials of  Environment, 
P W D  a n d  F o r e s t 
Department to make Imphal 
clean and green during the 
festival. 

Rajya Sabha MP Ksh. 
Bhabananda Singh, Forest 
and Environment minister 
Th Shyamkumar, MLA 
and Chairman, Tourism 
Cor porat ion Manipur 

L i m i t e d  D r  S a p a m 
Ranjan, Principal Secretary 
(Tourism) PK Singh, Special 
Secretary (Tourism) R 
Sudhan accompanied the 
Chief  Minister during the 
inspection. 

The President of India, 
Ram Nath Kovind will 
inaugurate festival. The 
curtain raiser of the festival 
will be inaugurated by Chief  
Minister Biren Singh at 
Keibul Lamjao on Nov. 19.

Orientation on mitigation of elephant mortality on railway track

EM Images

Chief Minister N Biren led ministerial team visiting injured personnel at a private hospital in 
Imphal on Thursday.
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Aircel Circle Business Head Northeast Nilaj Mahalanavis (on the right) with Zonal Sales Manager Khonbemo 
Ezung addressing media persons on Thursday at Hotel Lake Shilloi in Dimapur. 

8GB OnePlus 5T 
launched, early 
sale in India

US dollar 
ends higher 
against rupee

Industry pitches for bringing 
natural gas under GST

3 key reforms have improved transparency, says Jaitley

Parliamentary panel concerned over 
infrastructure for digital economy

Aircel refutes claim of 
company shutting down

Eastern Mirror Desk
Dimapur, Nov. 16:  Air-
cel Circle Business Head 
northeast Nilaj Maha-
lanavis has refuted the ru-
mours of  Aircel operations 
shutting down and main-
tained that Aircel opera-

tion stands as the number 
2 telecom operator in the 
country during a press 
conference held at Hotel 
Lake Shilloi in Dimapur 
on Thur. Nov. 16. 

“The news of  Aircel 
operation shutting down is 

baseless which have been 
created by some section 
with malicious news” la-
mented Mahalanavis and 
added that Aircel is pro-
viding equivalent better 
speeds even with their 2G 
and 3G services.  

Aircel he said is the 
only operator which pro-
vides good services even 
in 2G handset when he 
was questioned on Aircel 
Company not launching 
4G services. 

Hav ing  comple ted 
12 years of  existence in 
the country with 3.1 lac 
customers and Nagaland 
as an integral part of  the 
company, Mahalanavis 
maintained Aircel as the 
most affordable in the tel-
ecom market where the 
unlimited offers of  the 
company to the customers 
is a prove of  the concern 
the company has which 
is a big hit amongst its 
subscribers. 

“Aircel has come a long 
way in the northeast circle 
and Nagaland which has 
emerged as an ingrained 
brand with the people of  
northeast consistently of-
fering best value for money 
product across both voice 
and data”, stated Maha-
lanavis. 

New Delhi, Nov. 16 (PTI) 
More than four months 
after the launch of  GST, 
the industry has pitched 
for inclusion of  natural 
gas in the new indirect tax 
regime so as to help pro-
ducers contain cost and 
aid in moving towards a 
gas-based economy.

In letter to Finance 
Minister Arun Jaitley, 
industry body Ficci has 
said that keeping natural 
gas out of  the Goods and 
Services Tax is causing 
hardships and having ad-
verse impact on the pro-
ducers as it is increasing 
their costs.

Currently, crude oil, 
petrol, diesel, jet fuel 
or aviation turbine fuel 
(ATF) and natural gas 
are not included in GST, 
which kicked in from July 
1.

Hence, while various 
goods and services pro-
cured by the oil and gas 
industry are subjected to 
GST, the sale and supply 
of  oil, gas and petroleum 
products continue to at-
tract earlier taxes like ex-
cise duty and VAT.

Unlike other indus-
tries which can take credit 
for any tax paid towards 
furtherance of  business, 
no credits on input GST 
will be available to the oil 
and gas industry leading 
to huge additional indirect 
tax burden.

“This is against the 
basic objective of  GST 
which is to ensure that in-
put taxes are not blocked 
in the system ie tax cas-
cading is eliminated,” 
Ficci said in the letter.

Currently, gas sales 
including CNG and piped 
gas supplies attract lower 
VAT, ranging from 5 per 
cent to 12 per cent and 
inclusion of  natural gas 
in GST should not result 
in any large revenue loss, 
it said.

“This will be in keep-
ing with the overall policy 
of  the government to shift 
over to the cleaner fuels 
and increase the use of  gas 
from present 5 per cent 
in the energy basket to at 
least 15 per cent by 2022,” 
the letter said.

A GST based taxation 
for the natural gas sector 

would help the domes-
tic gas producers to con-
tain costs and also help 
spread use of  natural gas 
which is 40 per cent leaner 
than conventional fuels, 
it said.

The chamber has re-
quested the Centre and 
states to immediately 
consider covering natural 
gas under GST to avoid 
cascading effect and en-
suring that the industries 
presently operating on 
natural gas do not get a 
“raw deal” under GST.

Until introduction of  
GST on natural gas, the 
producers should get a 
refund of  GST paid on 
all goods and services use 
din the exploration and 
production, it added.

Mumbai, Nov. 16 (PTI): 
The US dollar ended high-
er against the rupee at Rs 
65.32/33 per dollar and 
the pound sterling finished 
higher at Rs 86.16/18 
per pound at the close 
of  the Interbank Foreign 
Exchange (forex) market 
here today.

Following are the inter-
bank forex and RBI rates: 

(In Rs per unit) Unit 
Interbank RBI Reference 
US Dollar 65.32/33 US 
Dollar Rs 65.2969 Pound 
Sterling 86.16/18 Euro Rs 
76.9981 Euro 76.82/84 
Japanese Yen (100) 57.

Singapore, Nov. 16 (PTI): Finance 
Minister Arun Jaitley has said three key 
structural reforms -- Aadhaar, Demon-
etisation and GST -- have enhanced 
transparency and helped in transition 
from cash to less cash economy.

Jaitley made this comment before a 
gathering of investors while highlight-
ing various achievements like ease of  
doing business ranking by the World 
Bank.

“The three key structural reforms 
implemented by the present govern-
ment in recent years viz Aadhaar, 
Demonetisation and GST have brought 
transparency and efficiency in govern-
ance and helped in transition from 
cash to less cash economy and from 
informal to formal economy,” he said 
in address to investors here yesterday.

To provide further impetus to the 

economy, the present government 
has implemented a slew of economic 
reforms one after the other, including 
the roll out of the game changing tax 
reform Goods and Services Tax (GST) 
from July 1, 2017; introduction of In-
solvency and Bankruptcy Code (IBC) 
and the re-capitalisation package for the 
banks, he said.

Recapitalisation will help to redress 
the twin balance sheet problem and 
revive private investment, he added.

The finance minister also spoke 
about the major initiatives undertaken 
by the present government, includ-
ing crackdown against black money 
through demonetisation and other 
follow-up measures, and major changes 
in the Foreign Direct Investment (FDI) 
Policy regime with an aim to make it 
more liberal and investor friendly.

Various initiatives taken by the 
present government in the last three 
years resulted in India jumping in 
World Bank’s “Ease of  Doing Busi-
ness” Index from 142 in 2014 to 100 in 
October 2017, he added.

Jaitley, who is on two-day visit, 
met the CEO and Senior officials of  
sovereign wealth fund of  Singapore 
GIC and discussed investment op-
portunities across multiple sectors in 
India, including National Investment 
and Infrastructure (NIIF).

Accompanying Economic Affairs 
Secretary S C Garg had a bilateral 
meeting with Tan Ching Yee, Perma-
nent Secretary, Ministry of  Finance, 
Government of  Singapore and dis-
cussed issues relating to the Host coun-
try’s concerns on the matters of Double 
Tax Avoidance Agreement (DTAA).

New Delhi ,  Nov.  16 
(IANS):  Par l iament ’s 
Standing Committee on 
Finance on Thursday ex-
pressed concern over poor 
infrastructure for digital 
economy in rural areas and 
raised questions over the 
large unspent money un-
der Universal Service Ob-
ligations Fund (USOF) 
meant for boosting rural 
telephony.

The members, who 
heard representatives of  
the Telecom Department 
besides BSNL and MTNL 
on ‘transformation towards 
a digital economy’, also 
expressed concern over the 
call drop issue. 

Officials of the Ministry 
of  Communications and 
Information Technology 
informed the committee 
members that all panchay-
ats will be provided high-

speed broadband by 2019 
under the second phase of  
BharatNet project. 

With the target of  cov-
erage also including gram 
panchayats in districts af-
fected by Left Wing Ex-
tremism as also those in 
high mountains, members 
raised questions about the 
plans and capacity to ex-
ecute the project according 
to the given timeline. 

Some members said 
that the speed at which 
rural areas have been con-
nected with high-speed 
broadband so far does not 
inspire much confidence 
about the future. 

The officials also ap-
prised the members of  
the progress made in the 
first phase of  BharatNet 
project.

Informed sources said 
Biju Janata Dal member 

Bhartruhari Mahtab asked 
about the large amount 
of  money unspent under 
the USOF, saying that Rs 
75,000 crore had been lev-
ied over 14 years but only 
Rs 40,000 crore spent. 

The sources said mem-
bers also raised queries 
about the mechanism to 
meet the cost of  Rs 942 
crore for Wi-Fi hotspot in 
rural areas.

Bharatiya Janata Party 
member Rajiv Pratap Rudy 
is learnt to have raised the 
issue of  call drops. 

Members said that the 
government’s push for 
digital economy will not 
be successful without its 
spread in the rural areas. 

They said that speed 
and spread of  data serv-
ices was poor in rural areas 
and infrastructure was not 
ready for digital economy.

New Delhi ,  Nov.  16 
(IANS): After doubling its 
market share in the pre-
mium smartphone segment 
in India, Chinese smart-
phone maker OnePlus on 
Thursday launched its latest 
flagship device OnePlus 5T 
globally, including in the 
country.

The 8GB device with 
“Face Lock” feature, 18:9 
display and an enhanced 
low-light camera technol-
ogy will be available in 
64 GB and 128 GB (mid-
night black) variants for 
Rs 32,999 and Rs 37,999, 
respectively.

“The feedback on OneP-
lus 5 has been very positive, 
but there were some areas 
where we saw room for im-
provement to create an even 
better user experience,” said 
Pete Lau, OnePlus Founder 
and CEO.
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Leading by Example

I
t is noteworthy that the churches in Nagaland continue 
to take active part in various social activisms in the state. 
Its first major victory will be the total prohibition Act that 
was promulgated in the state since 1990. With no data 

available at present to show whether there was an increase or 
decrease in alcohol users in the last 27 years and its related 
effects including death rate, it is still premature to say if  the 
total prohibition succeeded. It is not incorrect that some have 
dubbed Nagaland as the “wettest dry state” with a large amount 
of  the population already cursed, at least religiously, for using 
alcohol. It also did not in any way decrease the use of  it dur-
ing elections coming just next in line with money. Along with 
the clean elections campaign that started a few years back, the 
churches have started to also join the various anti-graft move-
ments in the state, the latest being the Kohima Baptist Pastor’s 
Fellowship being part of  the sit-in protest outside the civil sec-
retariat in Kohima.

The word corruption is on everyone’s lip at the moment in 
Nagaland. Every misfortune is now linked to it whether it is 
real or perceived. If  such a situation only can evoke the clergy 
to have some introspection it would surely benefit all. The ac-
cepted maxim is that the root of  all corruption is either power 
or money. Unfortunately in the case of  Nagaland the objective 
of  the majority is money because the people of  the state have 
never seen so much amount of  money in its history. Power and 
status is therefore pursued with money as the end goal because 
like other people across the world, money symbolises security 
and mankind’s biggest misconception; success. 

Where stands the churches in Nagaland at such a juncture? 
The time has finally come to fight corruption from within when 
the clergy has also joined the fight against corruption. It is time 
to ask if  the importance of  money or wealth has been over-
emphasised in the churches and the various governing bodies 
of  the churches. In a state where the economy is primarily de-
pendent on the government, what makes the church one of  the 
most secure of  all the institutions with steady economic growth 
over the years? The increase in religious buildings and its asso-
ciated commercial establishments is on an increase. The math 
is very simple, Nagaland has around 1426 towns and villages 
according Census 2011. An average of  2 churches or church re-
lated institutions in all these locations is a very safe hypothesis. 

The church related collections mostly voluntary but at times 
compulsory and mandated by the community or the traditional 
bodies has become a routine. The irony is that in Nagaland 
the highest decision making bodies of  the churches are a few 
selected members of  the churches, also called as deacons by the 
Protestants, are still part of  the supposed corrupted system that 
the church is fighting against. Throughout history the powers 
of  the religious institutions were questioned and in most in-
stances stripped of  its power and influence by the people them-
selves. The day is not far when the churches in Nagaland will 
also be questioned by the same youth with whom the clergy 
today are protesting against the government. When the people 
can now question the legality and jurisdiction of  the village and 
tribe organisations, which was considered almost blasphemous 
earlier, the day is not far for the church institutions too.  

Sakib Burza & Kavitha Devdas | IANS

Receive love. Give love. Repeat.

Marilyn had been ill for many weeks, and many people had en-
couraged her through this difficult time. How will I ever repay 
all their kindnesses? she worried. Then one day she read the 

words of a written prayer: “Pray that [others] will develop humility, al-
lowing them not only to serve, but also to be served.” Marilyn suddenly 
realized there was no need to balance any scale, but just to be thankful 
and allow others to experience the joy of serving.

In Philippians 4, the apostle Paul expressed his gratitude for all 
those who shared “in [his] troubles” (v. 14). He depended on people to 
support him as he preached and taught the gospel. He understood that 
the gifts provided for him when he was in need were simply an exten-
sion of people’s love for God: “[Your gifts] are a fragrant offering, an 
acceptable sacrifice, pleasing to God” (v. 18).

It may not be easy to be the one on the receiving end—especially if 
you’ve usually been the first one to help other people. But with humil-
ity, we can allow God to gently care for us by a variety of means when 
we need help.

Paul wrote, “My God will meet all your needs” (v. 19). It was some-
thing he had learned during a life of trials. God is faithful and His provi-
sion for us has no limits.

Dear Lord, thank You for caring for us through Your people. May 
we graciously give and receive help.

BIBLE READ:   PHILIPPIANS 4:10–19
THOUGHT FOR TODAY:

You were concerned, but you had no  
opportunity to show it.       
    ~  Philippians 4:10

It is difficult to imagine a world where a minor 
bacterial infection from a wound is untreatable 
and could possibly lead to death. In the short time 
that antibiotics have been around, their excessive 

and occasionally irrational usage by humans for medi-
cal purposes as well as in livestock and agriculture has 
contributed to the speeding up of  a natural process of  
evolution and mutation in bacteria -- a phenomenon 
known as antibiotic resistance (ABR).

As a medical humanitarian organisation, MSF 
uses antibiotics at various levels of  treatment and care. 
Drug resistant infections are rising rapidly across the 
world in our various projects and should the world run 
out of  effective antibiotics, typically the poorest and 
most vulnerable will be the hardest hit.

The doctor-patient relationship forms the crux of  
any initiative trying to address antibiotic resistance. In 
the cultural context of  India, where public health in-
frastructure is overburdened and there is a widespread 
shortage of  doctors in rural areas, this gap is filled by 
pharmacists and non-allopathic practitioners who out 
of  necessity dispense medical advice and medication 
with minimal oversight. This is facilitated by the un-
der-regulated procurement and ease of  over-the-coun-
ter access to antibiotics.  

Even among allopathic doctors, irrational and 
over-prescription of  antibiotics is common, which is 
likely to be exacerbated in an opaque doctor-pharma-
ceutical company nexus. Antibiograms are often lack-
ing in public health systems and found to be expensive 
in the private sector. Our experience of  working on 
antibiotic resistance in India confirmed much of  what 
we already knew, but also threw light on areas which 

need further investigation.
Since 2015, MSF has been working on antibiotic 

resistance in collaboration with the Ministry of  Health 
in West Bengal. As part of  this project, MSF worked 
in the outpatient clinic of  a district hospital and two 
primary health care centres, treating acute respiratory 
illness in children aged 6 months to 12 years. To better 
understand the context we were operating in, a base-
line audit of  prescribing practices of  district hospital 
doctors as well as health promotion activities for the 
local community were conducted alongside medical 
consultations.

Our prescription audit collected and analysed an-
tibiotic prescription practices of  doctors at the district 
hospital and PHC level. The audit revealed that irra-
tional prescribing of  antibiotics was widespread. In 
many instances, no diagnosis was documented in the 
medical record or prescription, rather only listing the 
drug to be dispensed.

Both sites included in the audit received over hun-
dreds of  patients per day, with only one medical doctor 
overseeing the consultation. Without a doubt, this af-
fected the quality of  the consultation, given the limited 
time allotted to each patient. Patients’ understanding 
of  and expectations for specific types of  drugs, such as 
antibiotics, are hard to manage when pressed for time, 
as observed by a doctor from the hospital.

Our health promotion teams interacted with local 
pharmacists, who felt they were only fulfilling a void 
in a system where the patients demand antibiotics, and 
the medical shops supply it. Considering the shortage 
of  doctors in public health facilities, medical shops 
provided a convenient and quicker shortcut, even if  
antibiotics were expensive.

Reflecting on the tendency of  self-diagnosis, a 

pharmacist remarked that people consume antibiot-
ics as if  they were not medicines but vegetables. Our 
doctors would encounter patients who described an-
tibiotics vaguely as “red capsules” or “white tablets” 
but with an unshakable belief  in its need and efficacy.

Antibiotic resistance is not a conventionally distinct 
disease, and has not captured public imagination the 
way other critical public health threats or epidemics 
have. This means deconstructing and changing popular 
perceptions and habits about antibiotics can be tricky. 
How do you break a habit when you cannot describe 
what the problem looks like? Discontented parents 
who do not receive antibiotics for their child’s common 
cold or cough often became suspicious and angry. As 
a parent in our clinic argued, “We’ve been using these 
tablets since childhood without any problems. I came 
here for the medicine, not your silly advice.”

Our experience reaffirms the need within health 
systems for better surveillance and data collection of  
emerging and existing resistance patterns. Once the 
evidence is collected, we must ensure proper systems 
are in place to analyse and share this information. Our 
efforts at patient counselling and community outreach 
have taught us that antibiotic misuse is not just a medi-
cal issue but a complex socio-cultural problem that is 
influenced by cost, access and knowledge.

Patient education is as vital as sensitisation of  
medical practitioners and policy makers. We desper-
ately need the new drugs, but we need to preserve what 
we already have and how we use them even more.

(Sakib Burza is Medical Advisor at MSF Asia; Kavitha 
Devadas is PR and Advocacy Manager at MSF. The 

views expressed are those of  MSF. They can be contacted 
at sakibburza@barcelona.msf.org and MSFE-Delhi-

COMOFFICER@barcelona.msf.org)

Antibiotic Resistance: Broader 
Implications For Humanity

With the development and ad-
vancement of  technology in 
this 21st century, especially in 

the field of  information technology and 
its widespread availability and usage, par-
ticularly the use of  internet has diversi-
fied; people have started using internet as 
a means of  communicating their thoughts 
and ideas on various issues and problems 
and not merely as a tool to collect infor-
mation. The use of  social media brought a 
common platform for all internet users and 
revolutionized the world to form a cyber 
society. Politicians and governments are 
using these mediums to reach out to mass-
es and govern their subjects through e-gov-
ernance, stars are using these as a medium 
to connect to their fans and well wishers 
wannabes use these mediums to show the 
world what they do, citizens reach out to 
their governments, many successful busi-
nessmen use internet as an establishment, 
farmers use internet in various capabilities 
to increase their productivities and yield 
better product etc. There is definitely a new 
internet society which has come up where 
there is no distinction on any basis, inter-
net has provided everybody a platform to 
convey their thoughts and creativity, get 
involved in discussions and debates, re-
view a product, a movie, a song and even a 
person. Though this platform has provided 
us with many insightful, collateral collec-
tive constructive outlooks and a sense of  
oneness to the people, it also has its share 
of  disadvantages. One of  the most hideous 
abuses of  internet use comes in the form of  
people who commit crime through compu-
ter or internet which is called cyber crime.

Many of  us are frequent internet users; 
in fact, internet has become a lifeline espe-
cially the younger generation. As consum-
ers, we are expected to know the implica-
tions of  internet usage so that we can take 
full advantage of  its use without entangling 
ourselves with the law or our fellow citi-
zens. Cyber crime can be defined as “Of-
fences that are committed against individu-
als or groups of  individuals with a criminal 
motive to intentionally harm the reputation 
of  the victim or cause physical or mental 
harm, or loss, to the victim directly or in-
directly, using modern telecommunication 
networks such as Internet (networks includ-

ing but not limited to Chat rooms, emails, 
notice boards and groups) and mobile 
phones (Bluetooth/SMS/MMS)”. Cyber 
crime can be categorized into the following: 

a. Unauthorized access & Hacking: The 
act of  unauthorized access without the per-
mission of  either the rightful owner or the 
person in charge of  a computer, computer 
system or computer network such as Virus 
and Worm or Trojan Attack, Email spoof-
ing, Spamming and email bombing etc.

b. Pornography: Act of  showing por-
nography and or involved in shaping atti-
tudes and encouraging behaviour that can 
harm individual users and their families.

c. Forgery/Frauds: Act of  counterfeit-
ing currency notes, postage and revenue 
stamps, mark sheets etc. forged using so-
phisticated computers, printers and scan-
ners including bank fraud such as using 
false or fraudulent claims to solicit invest-
ments or loans, carding,  phishing and so-
cial engineering, targeting consumers and 
businesses.

d. IPR Violations/ Identity theft: 
These include software piracy, copyright 
infringement, trademarks violations, theft 
of  computer source code, patent violations, 
identity theft, extortion, and theft of  classi-
fied information.

e. Cyber Terrorism/cyber warfare: Act 
of  terrorism committed through the use of  
cyberspace or computer resources to attacks 
and posses military as well as civil installa-
tions and establishments, power plants, air 
traffic control, banks, rail traffic etc.  

f. Cyber Defamation/ Obscene /of-
fensive contents: Act of  infringement/
harming another person’s/office’s/com-
pany’s reputation in front of  a third party 
by various means of  defamation through 
words (spoken or written), signs or visible 
representation on cyber space such as social 
media platform/forum, social networking 
sites or groups, e-mails, chat rooms, SMS/
MMS or any other websites which can be 
accessed by anyone. This is also known as 
Cyber Smearing. 

All cyber crimes are planned and propa-
gated intentionally except Cyber Defama-
tion. The legal implications of  cyber crimes 
are covered under the Information Tech-
nology Act, 2000. The Cyber Crime inves-
tigation cells of  the Crime Investigation 

Department (CID) deals with these cyber 
crimes in India.

One of  the social menace of  internet 
and the most common violation of  the law 
is the cyber defamation. Many a times we 
post or repost such contents in social me-
dia and networking sites casually, unaware 
of  the legal implications of  the contents or 
out of  frustration and desperation. As law 
abiding citizens, we need to be very careful 
while using social networking sites because 
cyber defamation is a serious violation of  
the law as per Indian Penal Code, Section 
499 and 500, punishable with imprison-
ment of  two years or fine or both. There 
have been many instances where people 
have tarnished and ruined the reputation 
of  others through their views or comments 
or allegations under the aegis of  exposing 
corruption and freedom of  speech and ex-
pression. The right to Freedom of  Speech 
and Expression is a fundamental right in 
the Indian Constitution guaranteed under 
Article 19(1). As such, Freedom of  speech 
and expression is one of  the important pil-
lars of  democracy and is indispensable to 
the unadulterated exchange of  thoughts 
and ideas needed to regulate the demo-
cratic machinery in the country. In fact, 
these free thoughts lead to ideas that for-
mulate public policy and progress as well 
as built political stability and check abuse 
of  power and corruption by public officials 
and the likes. However, this mechanism 
should not be misused through false alle-
gations and defamation because nothing 
in this world is absolute; hence freedom of  
speech and expression comes with certain 
limitations and restrictions in the form of  
laws of  defamation. 

In conclusion, we need to educate all in-
ternet users, particularly those who use so-
cial networking sites, about the legal impli-
cations of  our actions to avoid unnecessary 
legal attraction. In this regard, we ought to 
ask ourselves the Socrates triple filter test 
questions before posting or reposting any 
information in the social media, which is a 
good way to distance oneself  from any le-
gal involvement: Is the information about 
truth? Is the information’s intent good? And 
is the information useful? If  any of  the an-
swer is not positive, refrain is a better word. 

Visato Kiso, Kolkata

The announce-
ment made by 
the Nagaland 
Joint Christian 

Forum (NJCF) jointly 
with the Nagaland Bap-
tist Churches Council 
(NBCC) for National 
Days of  Prayer on 18 & 
19 November, 2017 is 
highly appreciated and 
welcomed with all hon-
our. As all the Churches 
of  all denominations join 
in the fasting and prayer 
services for the Nation, 
the CNC will also partici-
pate in the prayer and fast-
ing program. Therefore, 
all the Chaplains, Pastors 
and CAOs of  Regions are 
requested to make the 
necessary arrangement 
and programs for the said 
National Days of  Prayer 
as declared by NJCF & 
NBCC. We request all 
the national workers to 
willingly come and join 
in the services at the near-
est Church to their places, 
if  not at the CHQ, GHQ 
or Region Churches. We 
also urge all the people 
living in Nagalim, or 
wherever they are to take 
up earnest prayers for the 
Naga nation and for the 
people for whom we owe 
to pray for. May God an-
swer our prayers and bless 
us all according to His 
richness in Jesus Christ. 
Amen.

Rev. Seksim Kasar
General Secretary CNC

Cyber Crime CNC  
Appeal 

For Prayer

READERS’ MIRROR VIEWS & REVIEWS

DAILY
PATH

Serve and  
Be Served

(Nov. 13-19 is Antibiotic Awareness Week)

We are happy to see that 
his Excellency the 
Governor of  Nagaland 
Shri PB Acharya greet-

ed the media fraternity on the occa-
sion of  National Press Day which 
falls on November 16th espoused 
trust that the Occasion will motivate 
every member to be more responsive, 
responsible and proactive.

However, the same Governor of  
the same State did not spare even a 
single word to greet the community 
of   educationists and educators on 
the occasion of  National Educa-
tion Day on 11th November 2017. 
The National Education Day was 
observed on 11th November 2017 at 
Modern College Kohima, Nagaland 
organised by Nagaland Education 
Association (NEA) attended by over 
600 participants with Shri Vipralhou 
Kesiezie, Member of  NPSC, Ko-
hima and retired Director, SCERT, 
Nagaland.

The celebration of  the Day was 
widely covered by local media. 
However no VIP in the state includ-
ing Governor of  Nagaland cared to 

honour the day even though it was a 
national day. 

It may be mentioned here that the 
National Education Day is declared 
as an annual observance in India to 
commemorate the birth anniversary 
of  Maulana Abdul Kalam Azad, 
freedom fighter and the first Educa-
tion Minister of  Independent India. 
National Education Day of  India is 
celebrated on 11th November every 
year. The Ministry of  Human Re-
source Development, Government 
of  India has declared on September 
11th, 2008 announcing: “The Minis-
try has decided to commemorate the 
birth of  this great son of  India by re-
calling his contribution to the cause 
of  Education in India. November 
11th every year from 2008 onwards 
will be celebrated as the National 
Education Day without declaring it 
a holiday.”

The Governor’s silence on the 
National  Education Day signifies 
that he does not recognise educa-
tionists and educators in the state as 
a contributing factor for national de-
velopment and an agent of  change.  

It is universally recognised that “Ed-
ucation is the mother of  all profes-
sions” and therefore dishonouring 
the National Education Day is unbe-
coming for the head of  the state. 

In our society, Education is 
loosely used and therefore everyone 
thinks that Education can be handled 
by any lay person without consulta-
tion of  educationists. In this context, 
the education experts are left alone 
without being consulted in the proc-
ess of  education policy formulation. 
No Minister, no Governor, no bu-
reaucrat of  Education Department 
had ever initiated any consultation 
with educationists in the process of  
education policy formulation in the 
state. Education in the State is pres-
ently handled by powerful politi-
cians and high bureaucrats without 
the roles of  professional education-
ists properly recognised unlike any 
profession like medical or legal or 
media professionals who are highly 
regarded in the society. Any Medical 
graduate or law graduate is highly 
regarded in the policy formulation. 
But, no government in Nagaland 

recognises the professional roles of  
educationists who have acquired 
professional degrees in education. 
Even educationists who have Master 
degree or PhD in Education cannot 
say anything in Education Policy 
formulation. This may be because in 
our society every educated person is 
treated as educationists. This is one 
of  the sources of  confusion in the 
midst of  professionalism growing in 
the field of  Education.  

The present policies like commu-
nitisation of  Elementary Education 
Act 2002 giving powers to commu-
nity to share the state government’s 
roles and functions in school man-
agement needs further review in con-
sultation with educationists. Similar-
ly, Educationists must be taken into 
confidence while implementing vari-
ous government policies and pro-
grams like RTE Act, SSA, RMSA, 
RUSA and so, and to frame a clear 
cut state policy on Education which 
is the need of  the hour. 

Dr. Zavise Rume
President

Nagaland Education Association

National Education Day Forgotten by VIPs of Nagaland
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ARIES (MAR 21 - APR 19): Work and career 
matters could finally bring you the success and 
good fortune you’ve been hoping for. This may 
be acknowledgement for effort and dedication 

as well as hard work. Expect a raise, and increased respect 
and status among friends and co-workers. Don’t celebrate 
so much that you suffer the effects of  overindulging!

TAURUS (APR 20 - MAY 20): Love of  some-
one from far away could be very much on your 
mind today, and perhaps love for the place 
where the person lives. You may be bored with 

your routine and anxious to embrace adventure. This is a 
good time to plan a vacation, particularly if  accompanied 
by a partner or close friend. Your artistic instincts could 
also be inspired by geniuses from other cultures.

GEMINI (MAY 21 - JUN 21): A number of  
interesting visitors could show up today. Per-
haps you’re having a party or hosting an activ-
ity. These callers could include people in the 

sciences, or people who deal with money, such as bank-
ers, investment counselors, or real estate brokers. Listen 
to what they have to say. You could learn something that 
boosts your financial standing.

CANCER (JUN 22 - JUL 22): Publications 
could bring some fascinating new knowl-
edge your way. You’ll want to discuss it with 
friends. Conversations about any subject 

should be informative and beneficial since your mind is 
so perceptive and retentive. Affection for friends, rela-
tives, and your special someone should fill your heart 
today. An intimate evening with your partner will be es-
pecially fulfilling.

LEO (JUL 23 - AUG 22): Valuable tips to in-
crease your income could come your way to-
day, possibly from a close friend or colleague. 
You should feel well and look particularly at-

tractive. Your approach to others may be more outgoing 
than usual. Pets could be a source of  joy. Enjoy it while 
you can! In the evening, indulge your artistic streak.

VIRGO (AUG 23 - SEP 22): Romance and 
art are the keys today. You could feel spiritually 
inspired by great music, paintings, poetry, or 
drama. You might want to share these feelings 

with a special someone. Children could also be a source 
of  pleasure. Their innocence make you feel young again. 
In the evening, write your impressions of  the day.

LIBRA (SEP 23 - OCT 22): Today you 
won’t be indifferent to anything. Good 
news could elevate you to near ecstasy. Bad 
news could send you to the depths of  de-

spair. Visitors provide a welcome distraction, while 
spiritual pursuits may be your favorite topic of  con-
versation. This isn’t going to be a predictable day, but 
it will be wonderful.

SCORPIO (OCT 23 - NOV 21): A desire to 
learn through a group activity - a lecture or 
workshop, perhaps - might put you in the mid-
dle of  a crowd. You’ll find it exhilarating. If  

you’re planning to attend such an event, don’t go alone. 
Your enjoyment will be heightened by the presence of  a 
close friend or your partner.

SAGITTARIUS (NOV 22 - DEC 21): You’ve 
had recent success in your profession. You’ve 
worked hard and learned things, and this hasn’t 
been lost on those above you in the hierarchy. 

You have earned new respect for yourself  and your skills. 
You might want to put one of  your gifts to work. This 
could be an artistic talent or the gift of  healing. Make the 
most of  it!

CAPRICORN (DEC 22 - JAN 19): Today 
should be very fortunate, particularly where 
love is concerned. Relations with your special 
someone could be closer than ever. You might 

even feel warm and loving toward everyone, even strangers. 
Your spiritual beliefs could have as much to do with this 
as anything else. You should feel especially intuitive. Opti-
mism and enthusiasm rule, but don’t forget to be realistic!

AQUARIUS (JAN 20 - FEB 18): You should 
feel especially romantic and sexy today. To-
night should be wonderful if  you can spend it 
in the company of  your significant other. Some 

vivid dreams could haunt your sleep tonight, almost to 
the point where you don’t want to wake up. Write them 
down and try to figure out what they mean later.

PISCES (FEB 19 - MAR 20): Social events 
could take up a lot of  your time tonight, and 
you may enjoy being in contact with friends 
you haven’t seen for a while. Conversations 

should be fascinating. You may even discover a new in-
terest. An encounter with your partner could prove more 
passionate than usual. This should be a thoroughly enjoy-
able day as long as you conserve your energy.

Today’s ASTRO-PREDICTION

Anil K. Rajvanshi | IANS

At the Clean Cooking Forum held in 
New Delhi earlier this month, one 
of  the panels discussed the use of  
alcohol for cooking. Use of  alcohol 

for cooking is gaining traction in African and 
Latin American countries as it provides clean 
burning, drastically reducing household pol-
lution.

Use of  alcohol fuel for rural households 
was pioneered in India by a rural NGO in 
Phaltan in Maharashtra in the late 1980s. In 
1985 it set up the world’s first solar pilot plant 
to produce ethanol from sweet sorghum and 
used it in specially-designed lanterns for light-
ing and in stoves for cooking. Its pioneering 
efforts were recognised by the panel.

Presentations made to the panel showed 
that large-scale efforts are underway all over 
the world to use of  ethanol for cooking. 
There are estimates (though the numbers are 
suspect) that China has close to four million 
ethanol stoves and Madagascar is shooting 
for 100,000 ethanol stoves a year in the com-
ing decade.

Similarly, countries like Kenya, Nigeria, 
Ethiopia, Ghana and Haiti are embarking 
on a major programme of using alcohol as a 
cooking fuel for rural households.

But are alcohol fuels safe and available cheaply?
In quite a number of  these national pro-
grammes, the fuel used is a mixture of  etha-
nol and methanol. Ethanol is produced from 
plant-based materials like sugarcane, sweet 
sorghum, corn or any other starch- or sugar-
producing plant, while methanol can be pro-
duced from natural gas, coal or via biomass 
gasification. Since India has a good supply of  
natural gas, Niti Aayog is pushing for a na-
tional programme of methanol as a substitute 
for diesel or gasoline for transportation. There 
is no programme at present for its use as cook-
ing fuel in rural households.

Also, in all these programmes, the alcohol 
concentration used in stoves is between 90 
and 95 per cent (on volume basis). Alcohol 
at such concentrations is inflammable and 
could cause kitchen accidents. Its flash point 
(the lower the flash point the more dangerous 
a fuel is for kitchen use) is ~170 C whereas 
for diesel and kerosene it is more than 500C.

This was the reason why the pioneering 
work in Phaltan in the 1980s was based on 
the use of  50 per cent concentration alcohol/
water mixture in the stoves. This mixture with 
higher flash point resulted in a safe fuel for 
cooking.

Ethanol is a high-quality fuel derived from 
land-based plant material. This puts pressure 

on land. In the food vs fuel debate, it is im-
perative to look at multipurpose crops like 
sweet sorghum which provide food, fuel and 
fodder from the same piece of  land. In any 
programme on ethanol, a decision will have 
to be made on how much land is to be allotted 
for fuel production. In extreme cases, where 
very little land is available for producing food, 
what is the point of  growing fuel for cooking?

Ethanol is an excellent material for chemi-
cal feedstock and is used in the pharmaceuti-
cal, perfumery and other chemical industries. 
Burning it either in cookstoves or automo-
biles is a waste of  a precious, high-quality 
chemical. Besides, a large number of  deaths 
in villages in India take place every year from 
drinking illicitly-distilled alcohol.

For cooking needs of  the rural poor, the 
cost of  ethanol becomes very important. 
Since it is produced from plant-based materi-
al, farmers should get adequate remuneration 
for growing it. Most of  the alcohol produced 
in India is from molasses, which is a byprod-
uct of  the sugar industry. That is the reason 
why alcohol prices are low.

Today the Indian government purchases 
alcohol from local distilleries at Rs 40 per li-
tre. If  it is produced directly from sugar-based 
plant material, the price will double or treble. 
With the calorific value of  high-concentration 

alcohol around 60 per cent that of  LPG, kero-
sene or diesel, the net alcohol cost becomes 
Rs 83/kg. This is costlier than diesel and 
kerosene.

In the US, alcohol is produced from corn 
and the corn farmers are heavily subsidised by 
the government -- close to $6 billion per year, 
about 60 per cent of  the total cost of  alcohol 
produced. That is why farmers can afford to 
produce alcohol. Any country in the world 
will produce alcohol with such heavy subsi-
dies. 

Besides putting a heavy burden on a coun-
try’s finances, the subsidies also put pressures 
on land since it has to be diverted from food 
production. For countries like the US and 
those in Latin America, where land is plenti-
ful, this strategy might work. But for countries 
like China, India and those in Africa, the use 
of  precious agricultural land for producing al-
cohol is not feasible.

There are better fuels than alcohol for ru-
ral household cooking. Biogas, after cleaning 
and compressing, is equivalent to compressed 
natural gas (CNG). All over the world, CNG 
is used as a cooking and home-heating gas. It 
is safe and can easily be transported by pipe-
lines over large distances.

Another technology for producing renew-
able liquid fuels from biomass is pyrolysis. 

Pyrolysis oil is a medium calorific value (CV) 
fuel with CV of 17 MJ/kg and can be pro-
duced from any biomass and agricultural resi-
dues via fast pyrolysis route (hence the name 
pyrolysis oil). Major work in this area is being 
done in the US and Europe where it is being 
used for power generation.

R&D is therefore needed to produce it 
economically and efficiently in India and in 
developing suitable cookstoves. It is equiva-
lent to No.6 oil and has good flowability, 
thereby making it an ideal fuel for cooking. 
Again, a small unit producing 1,000-5,000 
kg/day pyrolysis oil will help in rural wealth 
generation. With 400 to 600 million tonnes 
a year of  agricultural residue in the country, 
which is mostly burnt in the fields, pyrolysis 
oil can be an attractive alternate to petroleum 
products for household fuel. 

The government is pushing aggressively 
for LPG as a rural household fuel. With 90 
per cent of  it being imported, local renewable 
sources will be a better choice. Not only will 
it save foreign exchange but will also provide 
large-scale employment in rural areas. 

(Anil K. Rajvanshi heads the Nimbkar 
Agricultural Research Institute in Phaltan, 

Maharashtra. The views expressed are personal. 
He can be contacted at  

anilrajvanshi@gmail.com)

Just a few years ago, India re-
lied almost exclusively on coal 
to fuel its rapid development, 
opening new coal-burning pow-

er plants and increasing coal mining 
and imports. This year, however, in 
a remarkable turnaround, India can-
celled plans for an additional 14 giga-
watts of  coal power and announced 
that it won’t build any new coal plants 
for at least a decade -- thanks to a rap-
id rise in renewable energy.

As world leaders gather in Bonn 
for the follow-up to the landmark 
Paris Climate Agreement, India is one 
of  several standouts in the global emis-
sions picture. This nation of  1.3 billion 
people, the third-largest emitter of  cli-
mate pollution, is on track to meet and 
exceed its Paris commitments. But the 
challenges India faces as it seeks to lift 
hundreds of  millions out of  poverty 
while tackling climate change are im-
mense. The world needs to be invested 
in India’s climate progress.

The need to scale up climate so-
lutions in India is clear. In New Del-
hi, citizens are suffering through a 
week-long toxic smog that has closed 
schools, cancelled trains and suspend-
ed flights. Air pollution, much of  it 
from dirty energy used in vehicles and 
coal-fired power plants, was linked to 
the deaths of  1.6 million people last 
year. Heat waves in India are becom-
ing more severe and deadly as global 
temperatures rise, killing thousands. 
And climate change is boosting the 
intensity of  seasonal monsoon rains. 
Last year 1,200 people across South 
Asia died in massive flooding, includ-
ing 500 in the Indian state of  Bihar.

Clean energy holds tremendous 
promise to meet India’s complex 
challenges, and solar development in 

particular is surging forward. In just 
a few years, India installed nearly as 
much solar capacity as the three top 
US states -- California, New Jersey 
and Massachusetts -- combined. In-
dia is now home to the world’s larg-
est solar park, with a bigger one in the 
works. In Paris, India committed to 
40 percent non-fossil energy by 2030, 
and will likely hit this target by 2022 
-- eight years ahead of  schedule.

Even on a more individual scale, 
solar energy is making a huge dif-
ference in people’s lives. I have seen 
how solar energy has empowered 
rural women in the salt flats of  Gu-
jarat. Through the partnership with 
NRDC (Natural Resources Defence 
Council), SEWA (Self-Employed 
Women’s Association) now has a 
loan programme that replaces fuel-
hungry, inefficient diesel pumps with 
solar-powered water pumps to use in 
the salt flats.

Several women I met in this com-
munity say they can now save money 
to pay for their children’s education 
instead of  having to put their profits 
back into diesel fuel. For these fami-
lies, solar energy is a ticket out of  
poverty.

In addition to developing a clean-
er energy supply, India is working to 
reduce energy demand from appli-
ances and buildings. The government 
just launched a new energy-efficient 
buildings programme that will sup-
port investment in about 10 million 
LED lights, 1.5 million energy-
efficient ceiling fans, and 150,000 
energy-efficient air conditioners. A 
new Energy Conservation Building 
Code, which NRDC is working to 
implement with partners, has been 
adopted by eight states, with 15 more 
to follow. This widespread adoption 
would make 90 percent of  India’s 
infrastructure development more en-

ergy efficient.
Financing for clean energy, how-

ever, remains a major challenge. So-
lar prices are dropping rapidly, but 
researchers estimate that India would 
need $834 billion in financing to 
achieve all its Paris targets -- a hefty 
sum for any nation, let alone a de-
veloping country that has not histori-
cally contributed to climate pollution.

Leveraging India’s limited govern-
ment funds to bring in more private 
and international investment will be 
the key and NRDC is working with 
experts in India to unlock more invest-
ment in clean energy. Green bonds 
dedicated to clean energy could be 
one way to attract private capital. 

Greenko Energy Holdings, one 
of  India’s leading clean energy com-
panies, successfully raised $1 billion 
with green bonds in July. At the same 
time, greater financing is needed to 
scale solutions that bring reliable 
electricity to underserved communi-
ties, such as rooftop solar, microgrids 
and mini-grids to provide more local-
ised power.

India has made solid progress on 
its Paris climate commitments. But 
developing its economy while com-
bating climate change, air pollution 
and extreme poverty is an enormous 
undertaking. No nation can make this 
uphill climb alone. In today’s world, 
countries, cities, states and regions 
need to work together across borders 
to support climate solutions and pro-
tect people worldwide from the worst 
impacts of  climate change.

Only by accelerating climate ac-
tion worldwide will we close the 
emissions gap and achieve the prom-
ise of  Paris -- a safer climate future for 
us all.

(Frances Beinecke served as NRDC’s 
president from 2006 to 2015. He can be 

contacted at ajaiswal@nrdc.org)

Rural Cooking Solutions: Oil From Agricultural Stubble May Be an Answer

The court also expressed unhappiness over the ab-
sence of any women in 31-member GST Coun-
cil.

A bench of Acting Chief Justice Gita Mittal 
and Justice C. Hari Shankar said sanitary napkins are a 
necessity and there cannot be any explanation for taxing 
them and exempting other items by bringing them in the 
category of necessity.

“You exempt bindi, kajal and sindoor. But you tax 
sanitary napkins. It’s such a necessity. Is there any expla-
nation for it,” the bench said.

The court also expressed unhappiness over the ab-
sence of any women in 31-member GST Council.

“Have you discussed it with the Ministry of Women 
and Child Development 
before doing it or have you 
just looked at the import 
and export duty. This has 
to be done while keeping 
in view the larger con-
cern,” it said and listed the 
matter for December 14.

The court was hearing 
a petition filed by Zarmina 
Israr Khan, who is a PhD 
scholar in African stud-
ies at Jawaharlal Nehru 
University, challenging the 
levying of 12% GST on 
sanitary napkins. The plea 
has termed it illegal and 
unconstitutional.

Central government 
standing counsel Sanjeev Narula said if  they will exempt 
sanitary napkins from tax, the cost of the product will 
go up.

“Reducing the GST rate on sanitary napkins to nil, 
will result in complete denial of input tax credit to do-
mestic manufacturers of sanitary napkins, while zero rat-
ing imports. This will make domestically manufactured 
sanitary napkins at a huge disadvantage vis-a-vis imports, 
which will be zero rated,” the counter affidavit, filed by 
the Centre, said.

To this, the bench said these are technical and statisti-
cal reasons and the government was playing with figures.

The Centre’s affidavit said as raw materials for the 

manufacture of sanitary napkins attract GST of 18% or 
12%, even 12% GST on sanitary napkins is an inversion 
in the GST rate structure.

It said that the tax rate was neither arbitrary nor vio-
lative of any of the constitutional guarantees espoused 
in the constitution, as the procedure followed meet the 
constitutional tests laid down by the apex court through 
various pronouncements.

The court had earlier sought responses of the finance 
ministry and the GST Council on the petition.

The petitioner has claimed that the petition has been 
filed for the benefit of women in general, particularly those 
belonging to the lower economic strata of the society.

The plea, filed through advocate Amit George, said it’s 
a real issue on the ground 
level and sought quashing 
of the imposition of 12% 
GST on sanitary napkins, 
and declaring them to be 
liable to a nil rate or a re-
duced rate.

The plea alleged that 
placing sanitary napkins in 
the 12% slab, a shade lower 
than 13.7% in the previous 
indirect tax regime, is ex 
facie unconstitutional, il-
legal and arbitrary, and has 
witnessed strong dissent 
and calls for corrective ac-
tion from individuals and 
organisations across the 
country.

The petition said that the government had exempted 
goods like kajal, kumkum, bindis, sindoor, alta, plastic 
and glass bangles, hearing aids, passenger baggage, puja 
samagri of all kinds and all types of contraceptives, in-
cluding condoms, from the purview of taxation but not 
extended the exemption to sanitary napkins, which are 
essential for the health of women.

“The government has grouped sanitary napkins with 
toys, leather goods, roasted coffee, mobile phones and 
processed foods amongst others for the imposition of a 
GST rate of 12 per cent under the present tax regime. 
Such an action/omission is palpably arbitrary and unrea-
sonable,” it said.                  Source: PTI

If Bindi, Sindoor Can Be Exempt from GST, Why 
Not Sanitary Napkins, Delhi HC Asks Centre

Climate Progress in India Brightens Hopes for Bonn 

Vishal Gulati | IANS

With German Chancellor Angela 
Merkel skirting the crucial coal issue 
at the high-level opening of the UN 

Climate Change conference, a coalition of na-
tions comprising Britain, Canada and France 
and even a US state on Thursday announced 
commitments to move away from the fossil 
fuel, a major source of air pollution.

Canada and Britain jointly launched at the 
COP23 climate summit here the Powering Past 
Coal Alliance with more than 20 partners, in-
cluding Mexico, Finland, New Zealand, Italy 
and Angola. as well as US states and Canadian 
provinces. A climate expert told IANS that this 
a first-of-its-kind attempt to phase out the tra-
ditional coal power on such a massive scale af-
ter the 2015 Paris Climate Change Agreement 
that aims to keep global warming within 1.5 
degrees Celsius by cutting greenhouse gases 

from burning fossil fuels.
Phasing out coal is a necessary first step 

for many climate action strategies, including 
the decarbonisation of transportation and the 
electrification of industrial activities, which 
will depend on access to growing amounts of  
electricity generated from non-emitting renew-
able sources, the expert said.

“The energy transition we need to meet 
the ambition of the Paris Agreement is already 
underway, but we need to move with greater 
speed and scale. Moving away from coal, the 
most polluting of traditional energy sources, 
has to be a priority in the energy plans of those 
who have joined the Paris Agreement,” Rachel 
Kyte, CEO of advocacy group Sustainable En-
ergy for All, said.

“In this way we can achieve the Sustain-
able Development Goals and the Paris Agree-
ment on time.”

With 40 per cent of the world’s electric-
ity still generated from coal, phasing this out 

is one of the most important steps countries 
can take to meet their Paris Agreement com-
mitments.

The partners in the Powering Past Coal Al-
liance are working together to accelerate clean 
growth and climate protection through the 
rapid phase-out of traditional coal power, the 
Canadian government said in a statement.

Along with other partners, Canada will 
work to grow the alliance to at least 50 partners 
by next fall’s United Nations Climate Change 
conference.

“Coal is literally choking our cities, with 
close to a million people dying every year from 
coal pollution. I’m thrilled to see so much 
global momentum for the transition to clean 
energy and this is only the beginning,” an of-
ficial statement quoted Canadian Minister of  
Environment and Climate Change Catherine 
McKenna as saying.

Describing the global alliance as an im-
portant step toward building a coal-free future, 

Manuel Pulgar Vidal, leader of WWF’s global 
climate and energy programme, said: “Phas-
ing out coal is as much about stronger climate 
action as it is about ushering in better public 
health and well-being for the people.”

British charity Christian Aid’s Interna-
tional Climate Lead Mohamed Adow said: “It 
is powerful to see not just rich countries such 
as the UK and Canada but also Angola, Chile 
and Mexico making the promise that coal has 
no future in their countries.”

Saying this global alliance a rebuke to 
US President Donald Trump, he said: “Peo-
ple were worried that this summit would see 
Trump assaulting the Paris Agreement with 
his coal lobbyists.”

Meanwhile, anti-coal demonstrators are 
protesting at the UN Climate Change confer-
ence venue and at a nearby mining site, asking 
Merkel to “stop dirty mining in Germany”.

“The biggest coal mine in Europe is located 
just outside Bonn, visible from the UN tower. 

Germany could shut down the lignite mine im-
mediately as much of the coal electricity gets 
exported and storage is still hardly used,” a 
leaflet said.

A giant black mark on Germany’s environ-
mental record is scarred on the land an hour’s 
drive from the venue of the Bonn talks, The 
Guardian said.

Stretching across 85 sq km and around 370 
metres deep, the opencast coalmine near Ham-
bach forest is the biggest hole in Europe and 
one of the biggest single sources of carbon on 
the continent. It also a frontline for a growing 
band of environmental defenders who -- be-
lieving it is better to break the law than the cli-
mate -- are engaged in direct action campaigns 
against the fossil fuel industry, the newpaper 
noted.
(Vishal Gulati is in Bonn at the invitation of  the 
Global Editors Network to cover COP23. He can 

be contacted at  
vishal.g@ians.in)

Nearly 20 Nations Join Hands For ‘Clean Coal’
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India and Bangladesh troops training together at the Counter Insurgency and Jungle Warfare School at 
Vairengte in Mizoram.

NEWS IN BRIEF
Ban on trucks, construction  
lifted in Delhi
New Delhi, Nov. 16 (IANS): Despite Delhi’s air 
quality continuing to be “very poor”, the ban on the 
entry of  trucks and on construction activities was 
lifted on Thursday by the Supreme Court-appointed 
Environment Pollution Control Authority (EPCA), 
which also rolled back the hike in parking fees. EPCA 
member Usman Naseem, a researcher at the Centre for 
Science and Environment (CSE) told IANS that though 
these restrictions have been lifted the ban on diesel 
generator-sets would continue.

Stationary coach catches fire at 
Delhi Cantt station
New Delhi, Nov. 16 (IANS): A fire broke out in 
an empty stationary coach on Thursday at Delhi 
cantonment railway station here following which three 
fire tenders were rushed, officials said. The fire was 
doused within an hour and no one was injured. A fire 
official told IANS, “A fire call in an empty coach at 
Delhi cantonment station was received at 2.45 p.m. 
following which three fire tenders were rushed to the 
spot.” “The fire was doused at 3.30 p.m. No one was 
injured in the incident,” the fire official said. Northern 
Railway spokesperson Nitin Chowdhary told IANS, 
“No major damage to railway property has taken place 
in the overhead cable or other railway property except to 
the coach. The fire was controlled in time.” He said that 
first smoke from the camp coach, used for repair work, 
was detected by a few railway employees at the yard and 
they alerted fire officials. He said senior railway officials 
were at the spot to ascertain the reason for the fire.

SC refuses to stay Raj govt bill on 
OBC reservation
New Delhi, Nov. 16 (PTI): The Supreme Court 
has refused to stay the Rajasthan government bill on 
reservation for the Other Backward Castes but said the 
authorities should ensure no decision was taken that 
could result in crossing the total reservation beyond 50 
per cent. A bench comprising Chief Justice Dipak Misra 
and justices A M Khanwilkar and D Y Chandrachud 
set aside the November 9 order of the Rajasthan High 
Court by which it had stayed the OBC Reservation Bill, 
2017. “In our considered opinion, the order passed by 
the high court staying the legislative process is totally 
uncalled for and, therefore, that part of  the impugned 
order is stayed,” the bench said. It, however, “restrained” 
the state government from taking any action on the 
administrative side or in any manner conferring the 
benefit of  reservation resulting in crossing the total 
reservation beyond 50 per cent. “As we intend to remit 
the matter to the high court, the said direction shall 
remain in force till the writ petition is finally disposed 
of,” it said in its order on Monday.

Kovind awards President’s 
Standard to two Air Force units
Jalandhar, Nov. 16 (PTI): President Ram Nath Kovind 
today presented the prestigious President’s Standard 
to the 223 Squadron and 117 Helicopter Unit of  the 
Indian Air Force (IAF) during a ceremonial parade at 
the Adampur Air Force station. The president, who is 
also the Supreme Commander of  the Armed Forces, 
presented the honour to 223 Squadron’s commanding 
officer Group Captain Prabhat Malik and 117 Helicopter 
Unit’s commanding officer Wing Commander N Batra. 
The operational outfits of  the IAF become eligible to 
receive the President’s Standard on the completion of  
18 years. The selection is based on their performance 
and achievements, both during peace and at times of  
hostilities. The honour is and acknowledgement of  
the meritorious service rendered by the selected units. 
The President’s Standard is a symbol of excellence and 
earned by the units through their dedication and worthy 
contribution both during peace and war. It also marks 
and epitomises the hard work, valour and sacrifice of  
all the personnel posted to these units.

NIA arrests four, recovers Rs 9.1 
lac. fake currency
New Delhi, Nov. 16 (IANS): The National Investigation 
Agency (NIA) on Thursday said that it has arrested four 
people from Kolkata and recovered Rs 9.1 lac. fake 
currency. The agency arrested all four from the vicinity 
of  Howrah Railway Station in Kolkata on Tuesday 
night, the NIA said in a statement. The counter-terror 
probe agency said that it had received information on 
Tuesday regarding certain individuals in possession of  
fake Indian currency notes (FICN) with the intention 
of  handing them over to certain persons for pushing 
into monetary system as genuine Indian currency. 
The arrested are all residents of  West Bengal’s Malda 
district. A case was registered against them under 
various sections of criminal conspiracy for using forged 
or counterfeit currency notes or bank notes as genuine 
and possession of forged or counterfeit currency notes.

40 public services to be delivered 
at doorstep from next year

Committed to upholding 
freedom of press: Modi

Guj polls: AAP releases 2nd list 
of candidates for nine seats

Let Sonia pardon her husband’s killers: Former SC judge

President Kovind pays obeisance at Golden TempleStubble-burning solution? Power 
plants told to mix 10% straw with coal

Sarcasm makes Modi a Twitter sensation: Study India, Bangladesh hold joint training exercise

New Delhi, Nov. 16 (PTI): The Delhi govern-
ment today announced that it would roll out a 
scheme within three to four months to enable 
citizens to get 40 public services, including caste 
certificates and driving licence, at their doorstep.

The decision was taken in a Cabinet meet-
ing chaired by Chief Minister Arvind Kejriwal.

This is “home delivery of  governance”, 
which is being done for the first time in the 
country, Deputy Chief  Minister Manish Siso-
dia claimed while announcing the Cabinet’s 
decision.

He said that the government would hire a 
private agency to implement the scheme.

“Mobile Sayak (facilitators) will be hired 
through the agency that would set up call 
centres.

“Various certificates such as caste, new 
water connection, income, driving licence, 
ration card, domicile, marriage registration, 
duplicate RC and change of address in RC, will 
be covered under the scheme in the first phase,” 
Sisodia told reporters here.

Giving an example, the deputy chief  min-
ister said that if  a person wants to apply for 
a driving licence, he or she will have to call a 
designated call centre and register their details.

Thereafter, the agency would assign a ‘Mo-
bile Sahyak’, who will visit the applicant’s resi-
dence and get the required documents, he said.

“The Mobile Sahyak will be equipped with 
all necessary machines such as biometric de-
vices and a camera. For home delivery services, 
the applicant would be charged a nominal fee 
which is yet to be decided,” Sisodia said.

In the second phase, 30 more services will 
be added to the scheme, he said.

New Delhi, Nov. 16 (IANS): 
Prime Minister Narendra Modi 
on Thursday wished journalists 
on “National Press Day” and said 
his government is “fully commit-
ted to upholding freedom of press 
and expression in all forms”.

In a series of  tweets on Thurs-
day morning, Modi termed free 
press as the “cornerstone of  a 
vibrant democracy” and said that 
“the role of  the media in giving 
voice to the voiceless is com-
mendable”.

“My greetings to all friends 
in the media on National Press 
Day. I appreciate the hard work 
of  our media, especially the re-
porters and camerapersons, who 
tirelessly work on the ground 
and bring forth various news that 
shapes national as well as global 

discourse,” he tweeted.
“The role of  the media in 

giving voice to the voiceless is 
commendable. Over the last three 
years, the media has added great 
strength to ‘Swachh Bharat Mis-
sion’ and effectively furthered the 
message of  cleanliness,” Modi 
said. 

The Prime Minister said that 
we were witnessing the rise of  
social media and news being con-
sumed through mobile phones. “I 
am sure these advancements will 
further the reach of the media and 
make the media space even more 
democratic and participative,” 
he said.

“May our media space be used 
more and more to showcase the 
skills, strengths and creativity of  
125 crore Indians,” he said.

Ahmedabad, Nov. 16 (PTI): 
The Aam Aadmi Party (AAP) 
today released its second list of  
candidates for nine assembly 
constituencies for the upcoming 
Gujarat elections, nearly a month 
after announcing its nominees for 
11 seats.

With this, the Arvind Kejri-
wal-led party has declared the 
names of  candidates for 20 as-
sembly seats out of the total 182 
in the state, where elections will be 
held in two phases on December 
9 and 14.

The results will be out on De-
cember 18.

As per the second list, the 
AAP has decided to contest from 
Gandhinagar (North), Botad, 
Katargam, Rajkot (East), Surat 
(East), Karanj, Palanpur, Gan-
dhidham and Jamnagar Rural), 
party spokesperson Harshil Nayak 
said.

Three of these seats -- Rajkot 
(East), Palanpur, and Jamnagar 
(Rural) -- are currently being held 
by Congress MLAs, while the 
remaining six are with the BJP.

The candidates finalised to 
contest from these seats are Gun-
vant Patel (Gandhinagar-North), 

Jilubhai Bavaliya (Botad), Naga-
jibhai Ambaliya (Katargam), Ajit 
Lokhil (Rajkot- East), Salim Mul-
tani (Surat-East), Jignesh Mehta 
(Karanj), Ramesh Nabhani (Pal-
anpur), Govind Danicha (Gan-
dhidham) and Paresh Bhanderi 
(Jamnagar-Rural).

The AAP has also replaced its 
candidate, declared in the first list, 
for the Bapunagar constituency 
after receiving complaints against 
him, Nayak said.

Anil Verma, who was the 
party’s candidate from Bapuna-
gar, has been replaced by Amjad 
Pathan, he said.

As per the list, the candidates 
come from varied backgrounds 
include businessmen, educators, 
social workers, a former corpora-
tor, lawyer and an academician.

The 11 seats that the AAP 
had earlier announced to contest 
are Bapunagar, Unjha, Rajkot 
(West), Danilimda, Lathi, Chhota 
Udepur, Padra, Karjan, Pardi, 
Gondal and Kamrej.

The party has said more can-
didates may be declared in the 
coming days even though it may 
not be contesting on all the 182 
seats.

Kottayam (Kerala), Nov. 16 
(IANS): Congress President So-
nia Gandhi should pardon those 
sentenced to death or life impris-
onment in the assassination of  
her husband Rajiv Gandhi, says 
former Supreme Court judge 
K.T. Thomas who delivered the 
capital punishment.

Thomas told IANS on Thurs-
day that he had indeed made the 
appeal to Sonia Gandhi so that 
those involved in her husband’s 
assassination and now in jail can 
be pardoned.

Thomas, 80, said he wrote to 
Sonia Gandhi last week.

“I happened to read an ar-
ticle about the emotions and 
feelings of  Perarivalan, one of  
the accused... It filled my eyes 
and then I felt that he and oth-
ers have been in jail for over a 
quarter century. 

“Even though it was I who 
delivered the judgement then, I 
felt that the only person who can 
come forward to pardon them is 
none other than Sonia Gandhi 
and hence I wrote to her,” he 
said.

Thomas, however, said he 
had no feeling of  guilt over the 
judgement that he delivered.

“The central government will 
never ever even think of  pardon-
ing those in jail as it could lead 
to a severe backlash. None other 
than Sonia can take the initiative 
to see that they are pardoned. 

“If  she does it, I am certain, 
the Centre also will come for-
ward and do what it can do,” 
said Thomas, who became a 
judge of  the Supreme Court in 
1996 and retired in 2002.

A suicide bomber linked to 
the now vanquished Sri Lankan 
Tamil Tigers assassinated Rajiv 
Gandhi at an election rally near 
Chennai in May 1991.

Amritsar, Nov. 16 (PTI): President Ram Nath 
Kovind, who was on his first visit to Punjab after 
assuming office, paid obeisance at the Golden 
Temple here today.

Donning a black suit, President Kovind 
along with his family members, paid obeisance 
at the sanctum sanctorum of the Golden Temple 
amidst thick security blanket here.

Kovind was received by Punjab Cabinet min-
isters Rana Gurjit Singh and Navjot Singh Sidhu 
at the Sri Guru Ramdas International Airport 
from Adampur near Jalandhar.

After reaching the Golden Temple, he 
was received by Shiromani Akali Dal (SAD) 
president and former deputy chief  minister of  
Punjab Sukhbir Singh Badal and Union minister 
Harsimart Kaur Badal besides SGPC president 
Kirapal Singh Badungar.

Punjab Governor V P Singh Badnore was 
also present with the president.

Kovind took a round of  the ‘parikrama’ 
(walk around the marbled periphery) amidst 
thick security in the shape of  human chain pro-
vided by the Special Task Force of  the SGPC and 
the Punjab police before listening to the ‘kirtan’ 
(prayers) at the Golden Temple.

He also took holy water from the ‘sarovar’ (holy 
tank).

Before paying obeisance in the sanctum sanc-
torum, he had ‘Langar’ (community meal) with 
other devotees.

Kovind also visited the Information Centre of  
the Golden Temple where he was honoured by 
SGPC president Kirpal Singh Badungar with a 
shawl, a set of  Sikh religious books and a replica 

of  the temple.
Later, he visited the historic Jallianwalla Bagh 

where he paid tributes to the martyrs who scarified 
their lives for the freedom of  the nation besides pay-
ing obeisance before the ‘Amar Jyoti’.

He also paid obeisance at the Durgiana Temple 
here where he was honored by the management 
committee of  the temple.

The president earlier in the day presented the 
prestigious President’s Standard to the 223 Squad-
ron and 117 Helicopter Unit of  the Indian Air Force 
(IAF) during a ceremonial parade at the Adampur 
Air Force station.

New Delhi, Nov. 16 (IANS): 
In a major measure which can 
curb pollution coming to Delhi 
from adjoining states, the cen-
tral government is likely to im-
pose an obligation on thermal 
power plants to mix coal with a 
10 per cent component of  straw 
pellets or briquettes, the Union 
Power Minister R.K. Singh said 
on Thursday.

Notification in this regard 
is likely to be issued soon. Al-
though, the rule would apply 
across the country, Delhi has 
been suffering from extensive 
straw stubble burning by farm-
ers in Haryana and Punjab, 
which has led to dense smog 
in the capital, with pollution 
touching danger zones. 

The Minister said that Na-
tional Thermal Power Corpora-
tion would float a tender soon 
to buy straw pellets. The effort 
is to find an economic solution 
to the problem of  stubble burn-
ing by farmers, after paddy has 
been harvested. The smoke from 
burning creates major health is-
sues in surrounding areas.

Singh said the Indian Re-
newable Energy Development 
Agency would give finance for 
pellets manufacturing which 
sell at Rs 5,500 per tonne on 
average. A farmer can gather 
around two tonnes of  straw 
per acre, giving an economic 
incentive to avoid clearing the 
farmland by burning it. Singh 
hoped that creating such a 
market would help tackle the 
problem.

“We have spoken to the 
thermal power generators re-
garding emissions and they 
can now mix the coal fuel with 
10 per cent of  straw pellets or 
briquettes,” Singh told report-
ers here after launching the 
portal of  the Saubhagya project 
that aims to provide four crore 
unelectrified households in the 
country with power by Decem-
ber 2018.

SIngh said similar obliga-
tions would also be put on coal-
fired plants in states. It was not 
immediately clear whether the 
rule would apply to private sec-
tor coal-fired plants too.

New York, Nov. 16 (IANS): What 
makes Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi the world’s No.2 most popular 
politician in the Twittersphere after 
US President Donald Trump? Strate-
gic use of  sarcasm and humour, sug-
gest results of  a study by University 
of  Michigan in the US.

Modi has over 36 million fol-
lowers on Twitter and the way he 
uses sarcasm against his opponents 
became the focus of  the study that 
analysed more than 9,000 tweets by 
the Indian Prime Minister over 
a six-year period.

“We try and 
expla in  what 
m a k e s  h i m 
popular,”  said 
Joyojeet Pal, As-
sistant Professor 
at  Univers i ty  of  
Michigan.

Published in the 
International Journal 
of  Communication, 
the study examined 
Modi’s Twitter account 
to show how he used po- litical 
irony and sarcasm to become broad-
ly appealing.

“Modi’s irony provides a form 
of  political spectacle and resonated 
on social media as shown by high 

retweeting of  his sarcastically word-
ed messages,” Pal said. 

The researchers coded the tweets 
into nine broad themes -- cricket, 
Rahul Gandhi (opposition leader), 
entertainment, sarcasm, corruption, 
development, foreign affairs, Hindu-
ism, and science and technology.

They found that sarcastic 
tweets were closely 
concentrated 

around 
e lec t ion and 

campaigning cycles.
In many of  Modi’s tweets 

during national elections, he referred 
to the main opposition party as cor-
rupt and Congress Vice President 
Rahul Gandhi, who also has a huge 
Twitter following, as “Rahul Baba” 
or “Shahzada (prince).”

By using humour and sarcasm, 

he was signalling that the party was 
not in touch with its roots and letting 
his own followers get the inside joke, 
the researchers said.

Here is an example of  a Modi 
tweet ,  which  gar nered  2 ,545 

re tweets :  “The way 
Rahul Baba is making 
statements with a dash 
of  comedy in them, I 
think the TV show of  
Kapil Sharma may 
soon have to shut 
shop.”

“The power 
of  Modi’s mes-
sage is in the 
juxtaposition 
of  his past as 

a train station 
tea-seller alongside his 

present as a selfie-clicking leader 
of  a strong aspirational but funda-
mentally nationalist state,” Pal said.

“Sarcasm is as much a message 
from Modi as it is a message about 
him,” he added.

According to the researchers, 
Modi’s use of  sarcasm builds on a 
longer tradition of  slogan humour 
during political rallies.

“There are plenty of  attacks, 
rhetoric, cleverly worded jibes and 
jokes,” Pal said.

Kohima, Nov. 16 (PTI): 
India and Bangladesh held 
the field training exercise - 
‘SAMPRITI 2017’ at the 
Counter Insurgency and 
Jungle Warfare School at 
Vairengte in Mizoram to 
strengthen interoperability 
and cooperation between 
the armies of  the two coun-
tries.

The joint  exercise, 
which started on Novem-
ber 6, was conducted in 
a progressive manner in 
which the participants 
initially familiarised them-
selves with each other’s 
organisational structure 
and tactical drills.

Subsequently, the train-
ing advanced to various 
tactical exercises by the two 
armies, a press release is-
sued by PIB Defence wing 
here said.

The final exercise was 
reviewed by Major General 
Md Moshfequr Rehman 
of  Bangladesh Army and 
Major General M S Ghura 
of  the Indian Army.

Describing the com-
bined exercise as an ‘un-
precedented success’, the 
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release said that besides 
promoting understanding 
between the two armies, 
it helped in strengthening 
bilateral ties.

The combined exercise 
culminated with a valida-
tion exercise conducted on 
November 15 and 16.

The release said that a 

scenario of  terrorists hiding 
in a village was painted for 
the validation exercise and 
it commenced with joint 
briefings by the company 
commanders of  both the 
armies.

The troops cordoned 
off  the village on the basis 
of  the briefings and a dar-

ing raid was carried out 
in the jungle terrain. The 
exercise ended after the 
terrorists were neutralised.

A spectacular demon-
stration on room interven-
tion drills was also con-
ducted jointly by the Indian 
and Bangladesh army per-
sonnel, the release added.

President Ram Nath Kovind taking langar during his visit to 
Golden Temple in Amritsar on Thursday.

PTI
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NEWS IN BRIEF
Turkey, Russia, Iran to hold sum-
mit on Syria issue
Ankara, Nov. 16 (IANS):  The leaders of  Turkey, 
Russia and Iran will hold a trilateral meeting in Rus-
sia’s Black Sea resort city of  Sochi on November 22 
to discuss the Syria issue, state-run Anadolu Agency 
reported on Thursday. Three Presidents, Recep Tayyip 
Erdogan, Vladimir Putin and Hassan Rouhani, will 
discuss the latest developments in Syria and regional 
situation, according to Turkish presidential source. 
Erdogan and Putin, who met in Sochi on November 
13, will meet for the sixth time this year. Turkey and 
Russia, together with Iran, are guarantor countries that 
brokered a cease-fire in Syria in December 2016, which 
led to the Astana talks, being held in parallel with UN-
backed discussions in Geneva to find a political solution 
to the six-year conflict.

Seoul urges China’s envoy to pres-
sure N. Korea on n-programme
Seoul, Nov. 16 (IANS):  The South Korean govern-
ment on Thursday called for the Chinese envoy sched-
uled to visit North Korea to pressure Pyongyang over 
its nuclear and missile development programme. Song 
Tao, the head of the International Department of the 
Communist Party of China, is set to visit North Korea 
on Friday to discuss an outcome of  the Communist 
Party of  China’s 19th Congress that saw President 
Xi Jinping’s term as the party’s Secretary General 
renewed.  China’s Foreign Ministry said the two sides 
are expected to discuss matters of mutual interest dur-
ing the visit. Song’s visit comes amid a period of brief  
hiatus of Pyongyang’s arms tests during the past two 
months following a series of tests earlier this year. It also 
comes just after the 12-day Asia tour of US President 
Donald Trump, who called for greater pressure on 
Pyongyang during a meeting with his Chinese coun-
terpart in Beijing.

US Army admits failure in report-
ing crime data to FBI
Washington, Nov. 16 (IANS):  The US Army chief, 
General Mark Milley, has said that there are “gaps and 
failures” on the part of  the service to report soldiers’ 
criminal activities to the FBI. Milley told reporters at 
the Pentagon on Wednesday that around 10 to 20 per 
cent of  the army’s total cases are not reported to the 
civil law enforcement agency, Xinhua news agency 
reported. Milley’s statement came after the Air Force 
acknowledged last week that it had failed to submit 
to the Federal Bureau of  Investigation (FBI) the as-
sault conviction of  former Airman Devin Kelley, who 
opened fire at a church in Texas and killed 26 people 
earlier this month. Following the Texas church shoot-
ing, Defense Secretary Jim Mattis ordered a review of  
the handling of  criminal records in the Kelley case and 
relevant procedures of  all of  the military branches. 
“We all know that the situation inside the Air Force 
that could have been any one of  the services,” Milley 
said.

Smog disrupts 600 flights in Pa-
kistan
Islamabad, Nov. 16 (IANS):  Smog-induced bad 
weather conditions have disrupted some 600 flights of  
the Pakistan International Airlines (PIA) in the first 
two weeks of November, an airline official said.  The 
smoggy weather conditions, which were prevailing in 
Punjab province were beyond the PIA’s control, so 
they had to either delay or cancel the flights, the airline 
spokesperson was quoted as saying on Wednesday. The 
affected areas included Multan, Faisalabad, Lahore, 
Bahawalpur, Sialkot and Rahim Yar Khan, Xinhua 
news agency reported. The PIA said that 83 flights 
were rescheduled, 82 re-routed, 17 diverted and 159 
flights were cancelled due to poor visibility. Another 
200 flights were delayed to ensure the security require-
ments in the bad weather, it said. 

Suicide bombers in Nigeria kill 
ten 
Abuja, Nov. 16 (IANS): Four suicide bombers have 
killed at least 10 people and wounded many others in 
the Nigerian city of Maiduguri. The attackers, who in-
cluded women, detonated their explosives in the Muna 
district, BBC reported on Wednesday citing the police.   
No group has said it was behind the attack.  However, 
the Islamist militant group Boko Haram has carried out 
many attacks in Maiduguri, in Borno state. It frequently 
uses female suicide bombers to launch attacks. The first 
blast happened close to a group of  people conduct-
ing evening prayer, killing seven, state official Bello 
Dambatta said. Another attacker detonated explosives 
inside a house and the other two blew themselves up 
before reaching their targets, he added.

IS-Khorasan bomber kills 18 
in Kabul political gathering 

Cuban, foreign experts deny 
‘acoustic attacks’ on US diplomats

UNSC, UNGA heads mull over 
next step in ICJ election

Da Vinci painting sells for 
record $450 million 

Harare calm as Zuma calls meeting over Zimbabwe situation 

15 killed 
in Greece 
floods

N Korea’s ‘twisted dictatorship’ cannot hold the world hostage 

Kabul, Nov. 16 (IANS):  
At least 18 people were 
killed and several others 
wounded when a suicide 
bomb ripped through a 
banquet hall in a north-
ern neighbourhood of  
Afghanistan’s capital of  
Kabul on Thursday, police 
and witnesses said.

“A terrorist wearing 
an explosives-packed jack-
et tried to enter Qasr-e-
Naween Hall at midday in 
Khair Khana Mina locali-
ty shortly before a political 
gathering ended,” Kabul 
police spokesman Basir 
Mujahid told Xinhua.

The Islamic State’s 
Khorasan faction claimed 
responsibility of  the bomb-
ing.

He said the police in-
tercepted the attacker after 
identifying him but the 
assailant detonated his ex-
plosive, causing casualties.

“The bomber struck at 
the front gate of  the build-
ing. The victims included 
eight police officers and 
10 civilians in addition to 
the bomber. Among the 
injured people were seven 
policemen and two civil-
ians,” he said. 

Havana, Nov. 16 (IANS):  
Cuban and foreign experts 
have offered scientific evi-
dence denying the alleged 
“acoustic attacks” on the 
US diplomatic personnel 
in the island, an incident 
which has harmed the re-
lations between the two 
former Cold War foes.

In an online forum 
promoted by a commit-
tee of  experts created to 
investigate the incidents, 
several foreign and local 
scientists explained that it 
was impossible to execute 
such attacks upon selected 
individuals without being 
detected or affecting larger 
groups of  people, Xinhua 
news agency reported.

According to the US 
State Department, 24 dip-
lomats on the island were 
harmed by the alleged 
acoustic attacks which 
caused hearing loss, dizzi-
ness, fatigue and cognitive 
issues.

“This type of  selec-
tive attack has never been 

heard of... The appear-
ance of  sudden hearing 
loss without an audible 
source is very unusual,” 
said Colleen LePrell, an 
audiologist and professor 
at the University of  Texas, 
at the forum.

Washington provided 
Cuban investigators with 
14 recordings of  the sound 
that the victims heard dur-
ing the attacks but the 
study concluded they did 
not contain anything that 
could damage human 
health.

The experts and the 
criminal investigation 
forensics team said the 
recordings provided by 
the US investigators were 
similar to the sounds of  
crickets and cicadas.

“Of  the 14 recordings 
supplied by US authorities, 
none of  them had enough 
intensity that could re-
sult in damage to human 
health and provoke the al-
leged symptoms,” said Dr 
Jose Manuel Villar, head 

of  the medical investiga-
tion team.

The foreign experts 
said it is impossible to 
link any of  the symptoms 
to acoustic attacks and 
that the lack of  evidence 
provided by Washington 
makes it harder to find a 
scientific explanation to 
the incidents.

The US has not formal-
ly accused Cuba of  car-
rying out the attacks but 
President Donald Trump 
said last month he believed 
Havana was responsible.

In September, Wash-
ington withdrew more 
than half  of  its staff  from 
its embassy in Cuba due 
to security reasons and 
also expelled 15 Cuban 
diplomats who worked at 
the island’s embassy in the 
US capital.

The US State Depart-
ment also issued a travel 
warning telling Americans 
not to visit the country as 
some of  the attacks alleg-
edly occurred in hotels.

United Nations, Nov. 16 
(IANS): Security Council 
President Sebastiano Cardi 
says that his office and that 
of General Assembly Presi-
dent Miroslav Lajcak are in 
touch about the next step 
in the world court judge’s 
election in which sitting 
judges Dalveer Bhandari 
of  India and Christopher 
Greenwood of  Britain are 
deadlocked.

Lajcak is now in Bonn 
for the Climate Change 
Conference. His spokes-
person Brenden Varma 
said: “The dates should be 
announced soon for the 
next meeting of  the Gen-
eral Assembly to take up 
the remaining International 
Court of  Justice judge’s 
election.”

Bhandari won close to 
a two-thirds majority - 121 
votes - in the 193-member 
Assembly in the last round 
of  voting on Monday, but 
failed to get a majority in the 
Council where Greenwood 
won. 

A candidate must get an 
absolute majority in both 
chambers to be elected.

Meanwhile, there was 
hectic diplomatic lobbying 
by India and Britain on 
behalf  of  their candidates 
for the eventual showdown.

The election has turned 
into a confrontation be-
tween the Assembly and 
Council over the imbalance 
of power between them. 

Under the current sys-
tem requiring majorities 
in both chambers, the nine 
votes that Greenwood 
won in the Council are 
enough to neutralise the 
votes of  121 countries that 
Bhandari received in the 
Assembly.

The Permanent Mem-
bers have by tradition each 
had a judge on the world 
court. That is now being 
challenged by the Assem-
bly, where a majority have 
been chafing under the un-
representative character of  
the Council, which wields 
enormous powers, and want 

it reformed.
The Permanent Mem-

bers and their allies, mean-
while, are rallying behind 
the British candidate as they 
do not want to see their perk 
endangered by the defeat of  
one of their own.

Neither the Council nor 
the Assembly have so far 
been willing to compromise.

Bhandari, who origi-
nally ran for the Asia seat 
on the ICJ, lost to Lebanese 
lawyer-turned-diplomat Na-
waf Salam. 

But because Green-
wood did not get a majority 
in the Assembly, he was not 
elected either and has been 
locked in a runoff stalemate 
with Bhandari.

Three incumbent judg-
es of  the ICJ -- President 
Ronny Abraham of France, 
Vice President Abdulqawi 
Ahmed Yusuf of Somalia, 
and Antonio Augusto Can-
cado Trindade of  Brazil 
- were elected along with 
Salam in four rounds of vot-
ing on November 9.

New York,  Nov.  16 
(IANS):  Leonardo da 
Vinci’s “Salvator Mundi” 
has become the most ex-
pensive artwork to ever sell 
at an auction, going for 
$450.3 million at Christie’s 
in New York.

Dating back to around 
1500, the rare painting is 
one of  some 16 known 
surviving paintings, includ-
ing the “Mona Lisa”, by 
da Vinci, the master of the 
Italian Renaissance. 

The others are scattered 
throughout the world’s mu-
seums. Original estimates 
had predicted bids of over 
$100 million for the piece. 
The identity of the winning 
bidder was not known, 
CNN reported.

The new record was 
set after approximately 20 
minutes of  telephone bid-
ding, far surpassing the pre-
vious auction record held 
by Picasso’s “Les Femmes 
d’Alger,” which sold for 
$179.4 million in 2015.

First commissioned by 

Louis XII of  France, the 
26-inch-tall by 18-inch-
wide oil painting was lat-
er owned by England’s 
Charles I. But the artwork 
had been presumed lost 
since the late 18th century.

Acquired by a group 
of art dealers for less than 
$10,000 in 2005, the paint-
ing -- which was in poor 
condition and had been 
heavily overpainted -- was 
painstakingly restored and 
subsequently authenticat-
ed.

Before the auction, the 
artwork was owned by 
Russian billionaire collec-
tor Dmitry E. Rybolovlev, 
who is reported to have 
bought it for $127.5 million 
in 2013.

According to critics, 
the painting has had major 
cosmetic surgery. Its wal-
nut panel base has been 
described as “worm-tun-
nelled” and at some point it 
seems to have been split in 
half  -- and efforts to restore 
it resulted in abrasions.

Johannesburg/Harare, Nov. 16 (IANS):  
South Africa’s President and Chairman of  the 
Southern African Development Community 
(SADC) Jacob Zuma on Thursday called an 
emergency meeting to discuss the situation 
in Zimbabwe following a surprise military 
takeover.

The future of  Robert Mugabe’s 37-year 
stint as Zimbabwe President remained uncer-
tain as the nonagenarian ruler was still under 
house arrest and the whereabouts of  his wife, 
Grace, were as yet unconfirmed after the Zim-
babwe Defence Forces apparently seized power 
of  the country. 

There were reports that Mugabe is resisting 
pressure to resign as President, the BBC said.

According to a statement released by the 
SADC, the emergency meeting called by Zuma 
is to take place at 3 p.m. in Botswana’s capital 
Gaborone and will involve the Minister of  
International Relations and Cooperation for 
South Africa and the Foreign Ministers of  
Angola, Tanzania and Zambia.

Zuma has urged the Zimbabwean ZANU-
PF government and the ZDF “to resolve the 
political impasse amicably”.

Meanwhile, Zimbabwean opposition 
politician Douglas Mwonzora told the BBC 
earlier that the Movement for Democratic 
Change (MDC-T) was open to transition 
talks. 

Morgan Tsvangirai, who leads the MDC-T, 
was reportedly returning to Zimbabwe from 
South Africa, where he has been receiving 
treatment for colon cancer. 

Calm prevailed over the Zimbabwe’s capi-
tal on Thursday morning despite the ongoing 
tension after the apparent military interven-
tion against Mugabe’s government, Efe news 
reported.

Traffic returned to normal, roadblocks 
that had been installed in the Mount Pleasant 
diplomatic area a day before were removed 
and classes resumed in schools. There were 
armoured vehicles and soldiers on the streets 
of  central Harare.

Chairman of  the Public Service Commis-
sion and Service Commissions, Mariyawanda 
Nzuwah, urged officials to continue reporting 
for work, according to the state newspaper 
The Herald.

“As is always the norm, all public servants 

are expected to report for duty every day and 
timely and to provide services to all the people 
of  Zimbabwe,” said Nzuwah, who said public 
servants, including Army personnel, would be 
paid on time.

Tensions erupted in Zimbabwe when Mu-
gabe fired Vice President Emmerson Mnan-
gagwa last week in an apparent bid to clear the 
path for First Lady Grace to eventually take the 
reins of  the presidency.

Mnangagwa, a war veteran who had been 
a powerful figure within the ruling ZANU-PF 
party, was seen as the most likely successor to 
long-serving 93-year-old Mugabe.

On Tuesday, tanks could be seen moving 
towards Harare and the Army soon took over 
the state TV channel from where a spokesman 
issued a statement to the nation, insisting that 
they were not involved in a military coup and 
ensuring the safety of  the Mugabes.

Mugabe has presided the country since 
overthrowing British control in 1980. 

It is one of  the most impoverished na-
tions in the region and is subject to hyper-
inflation rates that have crippled the country’s 
economy.

Athens, Nov. 16 (IANS):  
Flash floods caused by 
heavy rain have killed at 
least 15 people and caused 
destruction in Greece.

The industrial towns 
of  Mandra, Nea Peramos 
and Megara, west of  the 
capital Athens, were the 
most affected, BBC re-
ported on Wednesday.

Many of  the dead 
were elderly people whose 
bodies were found inside 
their homes, reports say. 
Fast-flowing torrents of  
red mud flooded roads.

Prime Minister Alexis 
Tsipras declared a period 
of  national mourning in 
the wake of  the tragedy.

“Everything is lost. 
The disaster is biblical,” 
Mandra Mayor Yianna 
Krikouki told state broad-
caster ERT.

At least 37 people have 
been taken to hospital, 
the broadcaster said, and 
some are still missing.

Bad weather has hit 
parts of  Greece for about 
a week, but particular-
ly heavy rain overnight 
caused the sudden flood-
ing, for which locals said 
they were unprepared.

The force of  the water 
moved vehicles, damaged 
walls and roofing, and left 
many homeless as their 
homes flooded to a life-
threatening level.

By Wednesday after-
noon, Greece’s fire serv-
ice said it had received 
over 600 calls for help and 
dispatched almost 200 
firefighters in 55 vehicles 
to the towns, which have 
a combined population in 
the tens of  thousands.

“ T h e  wa t e r  c a m e 
down the mountain, mil-
lions of  tonnes,” Stav-
ros Fotiou, the deputy 
mayor of  Nea Peramos, 
told ERT.

The region’s deputy 
governor, Yiannis Vas-
sileiou, told the broadcast-
er that emergency serv-
ices had been prepared 
for poor weather, but then 
“the Niagara Falls came 
down and could not be 
stopped”.

Washington, Nov. 16 (PTI):  US 
President Donald Trump has 
vowed not to allow the “twisted 
dictatorship” in North Korea to 
hold the world hostage to “nu-
clear blackmail” as he pledged 
a global campaign of  “maxi-
mum pressure” to denuclearise 
Pyongyang.

Tensions have dramatically 
risen on the Korean peninsula 
after North Korea in September 
conducted its biggest nuclear 
test, which its state-run KCNA 
news agency described it as a 
hydrogen bomb.

In a televised address to the 
nation after his 12-day maiden 
trip to Asia, Trump said North 
Korea was on the top of  his 
priority list.

During his trip to China, 
Trump said Chinese President 
Xi Jinping pledged to faithfully 
implement UN Security Council 
resolutions on North Korea and 
to use his great economic influ-

ence over the regime to achieve 
their common goal of  a denu-
clearised Korean Peninsula.

“President Xi recognises that 
a nuclear North Korea is a grave 
threat to China,” he said.

“We agreed that we would 
not accept a so-called ‘freeze for 
freeze’ agreement like those that 
have consistently failed in the 
past. We made that time is run-
ning out and we made it clear, 
and all options remain on the 
table,” Trump said.

The US president said dur-
ing his address at the national 
assembly of  South Korea, he 
“made clear that we will not al-
low this twisted dictatorship (in 
North Korea) to hold the world 
hostage to nuclear blackmail.” 

Trump and North Korean 
supreme leader Kim Jong-Un 
have traded increasingly threat-
ening and personal insults as 
Pyongyang races towards its goal 
of  developing a nuclear- tipped 

missile capable of  reaching the 
US.

“I called on every nation, 
including China and Russia, 
to unite in isolating the North 
Korean regime -- cutting off  
all ties of  trade and commerce 
-- until it stops its dangerous 
provocation on -- and this is the 
whole key to what we’re doing 
-- on denuclearisation. We have 
to denuclearise North Korea,” 
Trump said.

“We have ended the failed 
strategy of  strategic patience, 
and, as a result, we have al-
ready seen important progress 
-- including tough new sanctions 
from the UN council -- we have 
a Security Council that has been 
with us and just about with us 
from the beginning,” the US 
president said.

South Korea agreed to har-
monise sanctions and joined the 
US in sanctioning additional 
rogue actors whose funds have 

helped North Korea and its 
nuclear and ballistic missile pro-
grammes,” he said. “It’s unac-
ceptable to us,” he added.

The US welcomed the deci-
sion of  President Moon Jae-in to 
remove the payload restrictions 
on missiles to combat the North 
Korean threat.

“Together we reaffirmed our 
commitment to a campaign of  
maximum pressure,” he said.

Trump said at all the sum-
mits and throughout the trip, 
he asked all nations to support 
his campaign of  “maximum 
pressure” for North Korean de-
nuclearisation.

“They are responding by 
cutting trade with North Korea, 
restricting financial ties to the 
regime, and expelling North 
Korean diplomats and workers,” 
he said.

Trump travelled to Japan, 
South Korea and China for bi-
lateral visits. He also travelled 

to Vietnam and Philippines to 
attend the APEC and East Asia 
Summits respectively.

In Japan, Trump said he and 
Japanese Prime Minister Shinzo 
Abe agreed on their absolute de-
termination to remain united to 
achieve the goal of  denuclearised 
North Korea.

Shortly following his visit, 
Japan announced additional 
sanctions on 35 North Korean 
entities and individuals.

Japan also committed to 
shouldering more of  the burden 
of  our common defence by reim-
bursing costs borne by American 
taxpayers, as well as by making 
deep investments in Japan s own 
military, he said.

It will include purchases 
of  US advanced capabilities 
-- from jet fighters to missile 
defence systems worth many, 
many billions of  dollars - and 
jobs for the American worker, 
he added.

AP/PTI

Afghan security personnel arrive to the site of a deadly suicide bombing, in Kabul, Afghanistan, Thursday, Nov. 16, 2017.

The meeting was held by sup-
porters of  Atta Mohammad Noor, 
Governor of  northern Balkh prov-
ince, and a senior member of  Jamiat-
e-Islami of  Afghanistan, a major 
political party, witness Ahmad Far-
shad said.

Sveral high-ranking officials, sen-

ior members of  Jamiat and members 
of  country’s parliament were among 
the attendees of  the meeting to hon-
our Noor, he said.

The Taliban has rejected any in-
volvement in the suicide attack. Tali-
ban spokesman Zabiullah Mujahid, 
in a statement, said “the group has 

no links with the explosion which 
took place in Khair Khana area of  
the city”.

Late last month, 30 people, in-
cluding Fazil Ahmad, a member of  
Jamiat, were killed and 22 civilians 
wounded in a suicide bomb attack 
in western Ghor province.
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Drummer Jojo Mayer to perform at Goa jazz fest in Dec. 
Swiss drummer Jojo Mayer is scheduled to perform at the Goa International Jazz Live 
Festival (GIJLF) in Goa next month. The Jazz festival will be held on December 9 and 
10, the organisers have said. Besides Mayer, Swiss-born French jazz trumpeter Erik 
Truffaz and Mumbai-based electronic musician Riatsu will also perform at the festival. 
“Jojo Mayer is listed as one of the ‘50 greatest drummers of all time’. His signature style 
of blending genres like drum and bass has made him a legend in his own right, hav-
ing rocked most major jazz venues, including the iconic Montreux Jazz Festival,” the 
organisers said in a release. The bands like Kefaya, The Latination, Pol Belard’s Urban 
5, Florian Favre Trio and others are also participating in the festival. (PTI)

Nagamese movie ‘Just For 
Laugh – II’ in stores now

Dwayne Johnson’s daughter named Golden Globe ambassador

Footfall triples at Meghalaya’s cherry blossom festival

Agathos Society apologises J
ust For Laugh – II, a sequel of  
2015 Nagamese movie ‘Just For 
Laugh’ produced and directed by 
Akash Atae Konyak under the 
banner of Shiyeli Richard Produc-

tion has reached the market for distribu-
tion.

A press release mentions that the 60 
minutes comedy film features ten actors 
from Dimapur and is said to be the eighth 

movie as a director for Konyak who has 
previously directed and starred in movies 
like ‘Journalist’, ‘Destiny’ and ‘Load’.

Shot in Dimapur over a period of three 
months, the movie is said to have previous-
ly released at a humble gathering of friends 
and family at Bookmarc.

The movie priced Rs. 150 is said to be 
available now in all the leading stores.

EMN

A
ctor Dwayne “The 
Rock” Johnson’s 16-year-
old daughter Simone 
Garcia Johnson has 
been named the Golden 

Globe Ambassador for the upcoming 
75th annual Golden Globe Awards.

HFPA president Meher Tatna an-
nounced Simone’s name on Wednes-
day, reports aceshowbiz.com.

“As we look forward to the 75th 
anniversary of the Golden Globe 
Awards, the Hollywood Foreign 
Press Association (HFPA) members 
decided to expand this role to embody 
the HFPA’s philanthropic efforts year 
round,” Tatna said.

“The honoree will now be referred 
to as the Golden Globe Ambassador 
and we could not think of a better 
representative than Simone to carry 

on this tradition, as her values closely 
reflect everything the HFPA stands 
for,” she added.

Simone said: “I’ve been lucky 
enough to grow up in a household 
with strong role models and feel so 
honoured to represent the HFPA for 
its 75th Anniversary. As the newly 
minted Golden Globe Ambassador, I 
hope to serve as a role model to young 
people everywhere and empower 
them to speak out on issues they are 
passionate about.” 

The Golden Globe Ambassador 
replaces the honorary title Miss/Mr. 
Golden Globe, which was given to the 
son or daughter of the entertainment 
industry’s most respected talents. 

The 2018 Golden Globe Awards 
will take place on January 7, 2018. 

IANS

F
ootfall at this year’s India 
International Cherry Blos-
som Festival in Meghalaya 
has tripled compared to 
last year’s count, making 

it one of the most popular events for 
tourists in the state, officials said.

The festival was held during 
November 8-11 at the scenic Wards 
Lake, dotted with pink and white 
cherry blossoms, and at the Polo 
Grounds where tourists watched 
shows depicting local culture, and 
tasted food and brew of the region.

“There were 35,556 adults and 
1,343 children who visited the Wards 
Lake during the four-day festival 
period, and a total of Rs 3.74 lakh 
was collected as entry fees,” state 
Forest and Environment Secretary A 
Mawlong told PTI.

The footfall during the festival 
period has “tripled” as compared to 
2016, the first year of the event, he 
said.

The fee collection amount at the 
venue, too, more than doubled from 
Rs 1.4 lakh last year, the official said.

The number of visitors at Polo 
Grounds was nearly 60,000 on all the 
four days, as against about 20,000 a 
year ago, an official of the Institute 
of Bio-Resources and Sustainable 
Development (IBSD) said.

The festival is an initiative of the 
Imphal-based IBSD, and is jointly or-
ganised with the Forest and Environ-
ment Department of the state.

In countries like Japan, US, 
Switzerland and Korea, such events 
are usually organised in spring.

PTI

The Agathos society in a press release have apolo-
giseed to Nise Meruno for inadvertently includ-
ing his name as one of the judges for the Miss 

Kohima 2017 before proper consultation. 
The society regrets the inconvenience caused to Nise 

Meruno for this mishap.

TickeT raTes
Silver Rs. 80
Gold Rs. 150

Platinum Rs. 320

HILL STAR 
Movie Schedule

Hill Star is thrilled to 
announce its valued 

HillStarCinema fans that 
the hall is now live at 

BookMyShowIN You 
can now BUY tickets 

online! 

11 am, 5 pm and 8 pm: 
Justice League (Eng) 2D 2 pm: Aksar 2 (Hindi)

Music is something the world would be lost without! We feel it, we breathe it, we love it!  Eastern 
Mirror’s - Rhythm of Love- connects our readers to music through conversation with artists as they 
share their  experience with their love …… MUSIC
Music moves us, opens our emotions - passing all barriers. Music is a piece that we can all 
connect to so Readers get connected with your favorite artists every Friday with Rhythm of Love.

Little did we know

Upcoming music talent Keziah Semy, 
a finalist of VON Season 2 (2015) is a new 
artist that the music industry of Nagaland 
can be proud of. At the age of 22-years 
old, Semy a songwriter and composer 
has released her original single “Hope”,
 through which she is sharing the 
message of hope, strength and 
never giving up despite whatever 
obstacles come your way.   

EASTERN MIRROR: Tell us about your 
early phase into the music industry?

Keziah Semy: I grew up as a music lover. I 
started singing when I was young and also 
got inspired by my Dad who was a song 

writer and composer.
 

EASTERN MIRROR: For peo-
ple who have not heard of your 
music, talk us about your music 

genre.
Keziah Semy: I love singing 
country and gospel songs. I find 
more confidence in singing coun-
try music so I would say that 
country music is my Genre.

 
EASTERN MIRROR: 
How did you benefit from 
‘Voice Of Nagaland season 
2’?
Keziah Semy: Firstly it built 
up a competitive spirit in me 
and most importantly it boost 
up my confidence too; it also 

made me believe that I can do 
much better in the days to come. 

VON challenged me with many 
complicated situations.

 
EASTERN MIRROR: Tell us 

about the song writing process. 
Where do you draw inspiration 

for your songs?

Keziah Semy: My song “Hope” was written by 
Medo Kense and released at Ato Richa’s studio 
of  Richa productions who have been instrumen-
tal in releasing my original single.   I came across 
many obstacles in different angles trying to have 
my own original song and I have made it today 
with the help of  Ato Richa so I thank him for 
helping me release my song.

 
EASTERN MIRROR: Talk us through your 
first original single “Hope”
Keziah Semy: “Hope” the title itself  gives a 
sense to the people about what kind of  
song it is. Many a times we 
feel so discouraged and 
down with our life but 
the song says that 
there is still hope 
for everyone n eve-
ryone can fly high 
with Hope.

 

EASTERN MIRROR: Do you think male 
performers are more prominent than female 
in the music scenario of Nagaland?
Keziah Semy: What I think is that we girls 
don’t come out much like men either in forming a 
band or as a solo artist but if  we do so, I believe 
we can be equal or even better than guys.

 
EASTERN MIRROR: What’s next for you? 
Do you plan to pursue music or have some 
other goals?
Keziah Semy: Music is my passion so it will 
definitely be in me till my last whatsoever obsta-
cles I face. Yes I have a preference to pursue mu-
sic but as for now I can’t guarantee that it will be 
my full time profession as I want to complete my 
studies first.

 
EASTERN MIRROR: What challenges 
have you faced in the music industry of 
Nagaland so far? Some issues issues that 
you strongly feel about the music scenar-

io of Nagaland?
Keziah Semy: Well I feel somehow it’s 

coming up coz of  some well known 
artists like Theja meru, Alobo Naga 

to name a few who have open a plat-
form for young and fresher artists 

like me. 



London, Nov. 16 (IANS):  Astrono-
mers have discovered an Earth-sized 
planet outside our solar system 
which is expected to be temperate 
and could be a “comfortable abode 
for possible life”.

This Earth-sized world, named 
Ross 128 b, is likely to have a surface 
temperature that may also be close 
to that of the Earth, according to a 
paper presented in the journal As-
tronomy & Astrophysics.

The low-mass exoplanet orbits 
the red dwarf  star Ross 128 every 
9.9 days. The star is currently located 
at a distance of 11 light-years from 
Earth.

Many red dwarf stars, including 
Proxima Centauri, are subject to 
flares that occasionally bathe their 
orbiting planets in deadly ultraviolet 
and X-ray radiation.

However, it seems that Ross 128 
is a much quieter star, and so its 
planets may be the closest known 
comfortable abode for possible life, 
the study said.

The team found that Ross 128 b 
orbits 20 times closer than the Earth 

orbits the Sun. 
Despite this proximity, Ross 128 

b receives only 1.38 times more ir-
radiation than the Earth.

As a result, Ross 128 b’s equilib-
rium temperature is estimated to lie 
between minus 60 degrees Celsius 

and 20 degrees Celsius, thanks to the 
cool and faint nature of its small red 
dwarf host star, which has just over 
half the surface temperature of the 
Sun, the researchers said.

The discovery was made by a 
team working with European South-

ern Observatory, or ESO’s High 
Accuracy Radial velocity Planet 
Searcher (HARPS) at the La Silla 
Observatory in Chile.

“This discovery is based on more 
than a decade of HARPS intensive 
monitoring together with state-of-
the-art data reduction and analysis 
techniques,” explained study co-
author Nicola Astudillo-Defru from 
Geneva Observatory - University of  
Geneva, Switzerland.

Although it is currently 11 light-
years from Earth, Ross 128 is mov-
ing towards us and is expected to 
become our nearest stellar neighbour 
in just 79 000 years -- a blink of the 
eye in cosmic terms. 

Ross 128 b will by then take the 
crown from Proxima b and become 
the closest exoplanet to Earth, the 
reseachers said.

Red dwarfs are some of  the 
coolest, faintest -- and most common 
-- stars in the Universe. 

This makes them very good 
targets in the search for exoplanets 
and so they are increasingly being 
studied.
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London, Nov. 16  (IANS): Propos-
als to counter the effects of  global 
warming by imitating volcanic erup-
tions could lead to natural disasters 
in different parts of the world, warn 
scientists.

Geoengineering - the intentional 
manipulation of the climate to coun-
ter the effect of global warming by 
injecting aerosols artificially into the 
atmosphere - has been mooted as a 
potential way to deal with climate 
change.

But such measures could have a 
devastating effect on regions prone 
to either tumultuous storms or pro-
longed drought, according to the 
study published in the journal Na-
ture Communications.

Targeting geoengineering in one 
hemisphere could have a severely 
detrimental impact for the other, the 
study said. 

“Our results confirm that re-
gional solar geoengineering is a 
highly risky strategy which could 
simultaneously benefit one region 
to the detriment of  another,” said 
study lead author Anthony Jones 
from University of Exeter in Britain.

“It is vital that policymakers take 
solar geoengineering seriously and 
act swiftly to install effective regula-
tion,” Jones said. 

While injections of  aerosols 
in the northern hemisphere would 
reduce tropical cyclone activity - re-
sponsible for such recent phenom-
ena including Hurricane Katrina 
- it would at the same time lead to 
increased likelihood for drought in 
the Sahel, the area of sub-Saharan 
Africa just south of  the Sahara 
desert, the study said. 

The findings suggest that poli-
cymakers worldwide must strictly 

regulate any large scale unilateral 
geoengineering programmes in the 
future to prevent inducing natural 
disasters in different parts of  the 
world.

The research centred on the im-
pact solar geoengineering methods 
may have on the frequency of tropi-
cal cyclones.

The controversial approach, 
known as stratospheric aerosol injec-
tion, is designed to effectively cool 
the Earth’s surface by reflecting some 
sunlight before it reaches the surface.

The proposals mimic the after-
math of  volcanic eruptions, when 
aerosols are naturally injected into 
the atmosphere.

In the study, the researchers used 
sophisticated simulations to investi-
gate the effect of hemispheric strat-
ospheric aerosol injection on North 
Atlantic tropical cyclone frequency.

They found that injections of  
aerosols in the northern hemisphere 
would decrease North Atlantic 
tropical cyclone frequency, while 
injections contained to the southern 
hemisphere may potentially enhance 
it.

“Our results are likely to be 
generally applicable owing to the 
large body of  evidence that if  a 
climate model is forced by cooling 
one hemisphere, the ITCZ (Inter-
Tropical Convergence Zone) and 
associated precipitation will migrate 
towards the opposite hemisphere,” 
the study said. 

“This is because the cross-equa-
torial energy transport adjusts to 
transport energy away from the 
warmer hemisphere while the trans-
port of  moisture at lower levels in 
the atmosphere acts in the opposite 
direction,” it added.

New York, Nov. 16 (IANS):  
NASA scientists have devel-
oped a tool to forecast which 
cities are vulnerbale to flood-
ing due to melting of ice in a 
warming climate.

It looks at the Earth’s 
spin and gravitational effects 
to predict how water will 
be “redistributed” globally, 
BBC reported.

“This provides, for each 
city, a picture of which gla-
ciers, ice sheets, (and) ice 
caps are of  specific impor-
tance,” the researchers were 
quoted as saying.

The research, detailed in 
the journal Science Advanc-
es, could provide scientists a 
way to determine which ice 
sheets they should be “most 
worried about”.

The researchers ex-
plained that as land ice 

is lost to the oceans, both 
the Earth’s gravitational 
and rotational potentials 
are perturbed, resulting in 
strong spatial patterns in 
sea-level rise (SLR). The 
pattern of  sea-level change 
has been termed sea-level 
fingerprints. 

“We lack robust fore-
casting models for future 
ice changes, which dimin-
ishes our ability to use these 
fingerprints to accurately 
predict local sea-level (LSL) 
changes,” the researchers 
said. 

So they set out to deter-
mine the exact gradient of  
sea-level fingerprints with 
respect to local variations in 
the ice thickness of all of the 
world’s ice drainage systems. 

“By exhaustively map-
ping these fingerprint gradi-

ents, we form a new diagno-
sis tool, henceforth referred 
to as gradient fingerprint 
mapping (GFM), that read-
ily allows for improved as-
sessments of  future coastal 
inundation or emergence,” 
the study said. 

The researchers demon-
strated that for Antarctica 
and Greenland, changes in 
the predictions of  inunda-
tion at major port cities de-
pend on the location of the 
drainage system. 

For example, in Lon-
don, local sea-level changes 
is significantly affected by 
changes on the western part 
of the Greenland ice sheet, 
whereas in New York, such 
changes are greatly sensitive 
to changes in the northeast-
ern portions of the ice sheet, 
the tool showed.

Beijing, Nov. 16 (IANS) 
:China launched a new me-
teorological satellite, Feng-
yun-3D on Wednesday, au-
thorities said.

T h e  s a t e l l i t e  wa s 
launched at at 2.35 a.m., 
from the Taiyuan Satellite 
Launch Centre in Shanxi 
province, reports Xinhua 
news agency.A Long March-
4C rocket carried the satellite 
into space.

Fengyun-3D is one of  
China’s second generation 
of  Polar-Orbiting Meteor-
ological Satellites, which 
can provide global three 
dimensional all-weather and 
multi-spectral remote sens-
ing images.

The satellite will form 
a network with the Feng-
yun-3C satellite, which 
was launched into space 
in September 2013, to im-

prove the accuracy of  at-
mospheric sounding and 
enhance the monitoring 
of  greenhouse gases. The 
network will help China’s 
disaster relief  work.

The Fengyun-3D and 
the Long March-4C rocket 
were developed by Shanghai 
Academy of  Spaceflight 
Technology under China 
Aerospace Science and 
Technology Corporation.

London, Nov. 16 (IANS):  
A simple colour-changing 
test to detect fluoride in 
drinking water could help 
prevent skeletal fluorosis, 
the crippling bone disease, 
in developing countries 
like India, says a study.

While low amounts of  
fluoride are beneficial for 
healthy teeth, high levels 
of  fluoride can weaken 
bones, leading to skeletal 
f luorosis. This disease 
causes crippling deformi-
ties of  the spine and joints, 
especial ly  in chi ldren 
whose skeletons are still 
forming.

“ W h i l s t  a  s m a l l 
amount of  fluoride is good 
for your teeth and prevents 
tooth decay, high levels 
are toxic and can cause 
crippling deformities that 
are irreversible,” said lead 
researcher Simon Lewis 
from University of  Bath in 
Britain.

When water passes 
over certain minerals, 
it can dissolve fluoride, 
which results in elevat-
ed levels of  fluoride in 
drinking water sources 
in parts of  India, China, 
East Africa, and North 
America.

Levels of  fluoride in 
drinking water are rou-
tinely monitored and con-
trolled at treatment works 
in developed countries. 

However in areas of  
the world where there is 
no piped water system or 
treatment works, people 
rely on drawing untreated 
water from wells, which 
can often be contaminated 
with higher than recom-
mended levels of  fluoride.

The amounts of  fluo-
ride in the groundwater 
can vary due to weather 
events, with levels fluctuat-
ing hugely when there is a 
lot of  rain.

T h e  n ew  r e s e a r c h 
published in the journal 
Chemical Communica-
tions details a simple col-
our-changing test that de-
tects high levels of  fluoride 
quickly and selectively.

“Most water quality 
monitoring systems need 
a lab and power supply 
and a trained operator to 
work them. 

What we’ve developed 
is a molecule that simply 
changes colour in a few 
minutes which can tell you 
whether the level of  fluo-
ride is too high,” Lewis 
said.

“This technology is in 
the very early stages, but 
we’d like to develop this 
technology into test strips, 
similar to litmus paper, 
that allow people without 
any scientific training to 
perform a test that is low 
cost, rapid and robust,” 
Lewis added.

San Francisco, Nov. 16 (IANS):  WhatsApp is working on 
a new feature that will allow users to quickly switch from 
voice to video call while the voice call is in progress.

According to @WABetaInfo, a popular fab website that 
checks Beta versions in development, in the new Android 
update, WhatsApp is developing a new button that will 
allow to users to quickly switch from voice to video call 
without stopping the voice call in progress.

The feature is seen in WhatsApp beta for Android 
2.17.163 version, it tweeted on Thursday. 

The recipient, however, will be able to reject the upcom-
ing video call if  he or she wants.

“WhatsApp is also testing a feature that will allow to 
direcly mute a video,” the report added.

The instant messaging app has also confirmed group 
voice calls in its latest beta version for Android.

Facebook-owned WhatsApp last month announced 
the official rollout of  its most anticipated feature ‘Delete 
for Everyone’ that allows its over one billion users revoke 
their messages in case they sent those to a wrong person 
or a group.

The popular messaging service may also be working on 
an app for iPad users as references of WhatsApp for iPad 
were spotted on latest WhatsApp desktop app.

Cooling Earth artificially could be 
disastrous, warn scientists

New NASA tool predicts which 
cities face floods due to ice melt

China launches new meteorological satellite

Switch from voice to 
video call on WhatsApp 
soon as you talk Washington, Nov. 16 

(IANS):  A cooling mecha-
nism controlled by haze 
particles could be respon-
sible for keeping Pluto’s at-
mosphere more frigid than 
scientists expected, a study 
says.

The gas composition 
of  a planet’s atmosphere 
generally determines how 
much heat gets trapped in 
the atmosphere. 

For the dwarf planet Plu-
to, however, the predicted 
temperature based on the 
composition of  its atmos-
phere was much higher than 
actual measurements taken 
by NASA’s New Horizons 
spacecraft in 2015.

The new study published 
in the journal Nature pro-
poses a novel cooling mecha-
nism that could solve the 
puzzle.

“It’s been a mystery 
since we first got the tem-
perature data from New 
Horizons,” said study first 
author Xi Zhang, Assistant 
Professor at University of  
California, Santa Cruz, US.

“Pluto is the first plan-
etary body we know of  
where the atmospheric en-
ergy budget is dominated 
by solid-phase haze particles 
instead of by gases,” Zhang 
added.

The cooling mechanism 
involves the absorption of  
heat by the haze particles, 
which then emit infrared 
radiation, cooling the atmos-
phere by radiating energy 
into space, according to the 
study.

The result is an atmos-
pheric temperature of about 
minus 203 degrees Celsius, 
instead of the predicted mi-

nus 173 degrees Celsius.
The haze results from 

chemical reactions in the 
upper atmosphere, where 
ultraviolet radiation from 
the Sun ionizes nitrogen 
and methane, which react 
to form tiny hydrocarbon 
particles tens of nanometres 
in diameter. 

As these tiny particles 
sink down through the at-
mosphere, they stick togeth-
er to form aggregates that 
grow larger as they descend, 
eventually settling onto the 
surface.

The excess infrared radi-
ation from haze particles in 
Pluto’s atmosphere should 
be detectable by the James 
Webb Space Telescope, al-
lowing confirmation of his 
team’s hypothesis after the 
telescope’s planned launch 
in 2019, Zhang said.

Why Pluto turned out to be 
colder than expected

Simple water test could 
reduce bone disease in India

Earth-sized planet that could host alien life found

 

MIRROR CROSSWORD 1652SUD0KU 1491
Every Sudoku has a unique solution that can be 
reached logically. Enter numbers into the blank 
spaces so that each row, column and 3x3 box 
contains the numbers 1 to 9.

SOLUTIONS TO CROSSWORD 1651

 ACROSS
 1. Nonsense
 6. Hints or suggestions
 10. Applaud
 14. _____ acid
 15. Aid
 16. Subtle emanation
 17. Animal farm
 18. Domesticated bovine animals
 19. Bucket
 20. Etches
 22. Read with great care
 24. “Policy of Emancipation” 

author Robert Dale ____
 25. Expressed in words
 26. Northern state
 29. Region
 30. Tins
 31. Capable of being authorized
 37. Noted
 39. Mineral bearing rock
 40. Sign up
 41. Divides into 3
 44. Spike on a horseshoe
 45. Epochs
 46. Univalent organic radicals
 48. Females with light-colored  hair
 52. Muse of history (mythology)
 53. Prejudice
 54. Refute
 58. Late tennis star Arthur ____
 59. Israeli city Tel ____
 61. Like a cake
 62. Main member of a ship
 63. Prong
 64. Consent
 65. Makes a mistake
 66. Where the sun rises
 67. Rips 
 DOWN
 1. Rabbit
 2. Arabian sultanate
 3. Royal ruler
 4. “Juxtaposes” (one’s legs)
 5. Indian tribe
 6. Removed
 7. Wading bird

 8. Writing device
 9. Author _______ King
 10. Director Frank _____
 11. Hawaiian feasts
 12. Get up
 13. Made lighter in color
 21. Meat of a calf
 23. Remove a mistake
 25. Fix one’s appearance
 26. Account (abbrev.)
 27. Den or hideaway
 28. Against

 29. Cricket frogs
 32. Small amounts
 33. City in Alaska
 34. Donkey sound
 35. Sit in a lazy manner
 36. Large deer-like mammals
 38. Accomplishments 
 42. Burn  to ashes
 43. Semi-solid colloids
 47. Game played with a 

pointed wooden stick
 48. Stopping device

 49. “Death ray”
 50. A moderate orange-yellow 

color
 51. Danish physicist _____ 

Bohr
 52. Cat-like mammal that 

secrets musk
 54. Jumbles of noises
 55. Gumbo
 56. Turn away
 57. Visual organs
60. By way of

SOLUTIONS TO SUD0KU 1491
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Revamped ISL set for kick 
off, look to sustain momentum 

37th Nagaland Police duty-cum-
sports and athletic meet 2017 begins 

Pakistan's Mohammad 
Hafeez banned again 
for illegal action

Adroit Boys advance to quarter finals 

Tamthing scores twice to guide St. Joseph's to semisCLASSIC CUP

ZASINIHU MEMORIAL 
TROPHY

Newly appointed team Coach of Chennaiyin FC and former English footballer John Charles Gregory (C) and team players during a 
press conference ahead of the Indian Super League (ISL) 2017-18 season, in Chennai on Thursday.

PTI

Participants of the 37th Nagaland Police sports meet at NAPTC stadium, Chumukedima. (Inset) 
G.Kaito Aye addressing at the programme.

EM Images

Players of Civic FC (Orange) and Sechü Zubza Students’ Union in action at Jotsoma village ground 
on November 16.

EM Images

Players of Foster's FC (White) and St. Joseph's College in action during their quarterfinal match at Kohima 
local ground on November 16. (EM Images)

Women boxers of Ukraine cycling inside Assam State Zoo cum Botanical 
Garden in Guwahati on Thursday. Boxers from 32 countries are in the city 
to participate in the AIBA Youth Women's World Boxing Championship.

PTI

Kochi, Nov. 16 (PTI): Op-
timism will mingle with cu-
riosity when the revamped 
Indian Super League's 
fourth season kicks off  in 
Kochi, in southern India's 
state of  Kerala, on Friday, 
with more teams and home-
grown players seeking to 
cash in on the euphoria 
generated by the country's 
maiden FIFA event.

The ISL will now be a 
four-month drill -- double 
the length of  the previous 
three editions.

Defending champions 
ATK and Kerala Blasters, 
who lost to the rechristened 
unit from the eastern Indian 
in last year's summit show-
down, will start the proceed-
ings at the Jawaharlal Nehru 
Stadium, the venue for the 
2016 final.

Now considered the 
country's top-tier league, 
the winner of  which will 
get a direct spot in the AFC 

Cup (Asia's equivalent of  
Europe's Europa League), 
it remains to be seen if  it is 
able to sustain the interest 
and momentum generated 
by the U-17 World Cup last 
month.

Two more teams have 
been added this season -- the 
brand new Jamshedpur FC, 
backed by the Tata group, 
and the highly professional 
Bengaluru FC, making the 
switch from the I- League.

With the league, which 
was conceptualised with an 
aim to make the global sport 
more popular in the cricket-
mad nation, getting recogni-
tion from the Asian Football 
Confederation (AFC), it 
was logical on the part of  
Bengaluru FC to make the 
switch.

Often cited as an ex-
ample of  professionalism 
in Indian football, Bengal-
uru FC have been the most 
successful I-League club 

in recent years, winning it 
twice and finishing runner-
up once.

More Indian players, 
more teams, more matches 
and more months - this is 
already being touted an ISL 
with a difference.

Another change in the 
league is that it has done 
away with the requirement 
of  mandatory signing of  
a marquee player, the rule 
due to which India has been 
graced by the likes of World 
Cup winning stars such as 
Alessandro Del Piero, Mar-
co Materazzi and Roberto 
Carlos.

Though the ISL has 
slashed the number of  
highly-paid foreign recruits, 
teams like ATK still have on 
board former Manchester 
United star Dimitar Ber-
batov and Robbie Keane, 
an ex-Tottenham Hotspur 
forward.

As the focus has now 

shifted to nurturing home-
grown players, teams are 
now required to have at least 
six Indians on the field.

While more Indian play-
ers will get more playing-
time now, off  it the num-
ber of  foreign coaches will 
still dominate. Prominent 
among them are Teddy 
Sherringham, who has won 
three Premier League titles 
and scored the equaliser 
in Manchester United's 
famous 2-1 Champions 
League victory over Bayern 
Munich in 1999, and for-
mer Real Madrid midfielder 
Miguel Angel Portugal.

The 51-year-old Sher-
ringham joined reigning 
champions ATK in July, 
while Portugal is helming 
Delhi Dynamos.

The move to field more 
Indian players in the playing 
XI is a wise one, reckoned 
Sherringham and Chen-
naiyin coach John Gregory.

Dubai, Nov. 16 (IANS):  The Inter-
national Cricket Council (ICC) on 
Thursday banned Pakistan all-rounder 
Mohammad Hafeez from bowling his 
off-spinners in international cricket 
with immediate effect after an inde-
pendent assessment found his bowling 
action illegal.

The assessment revealed that the 
majority of his deliveries exceeded the 
15 degrees level of tolerance permitted 
under the regulations.

"The International Cricket Council 
today announced that an independent 
assessment has found the bowling ac-
tion of Pakistan's Mohammad Hafeez 
to be illegal and, as such, the off-spin-
ner has been suspended from bowling 
in international cricket with immediate 
effect," the ICC said in a statement.

"In accordance with Article 11.1 of  
the ICC Illegal Bowling Regulations, 
Hafeez's international suspension will 
also be recognised and enforced by 
all National Cricket Federations for 
domestic cricket events played in their 
own jurisdiction. 

"However, pursuant to Article 
11.5 of the Regulations and with the 
consent of the Pakistan Cricket Board 
(PCB), Hafeez may be able to bowl in 
domestic cricket events played under 
the auspices of the PCB," the statement 
added.

Hafeez was reported during the 
third One-Day International against 
Sri Lanka, which was played on Oc-

tober 18 in Abu Dhabi and had under-
gone an independent assessment of  
his bowling action on November 1 at 
Loughborough University.

Hafeez can apply for a re-assess-
ment after modifying his bowling 
action in accordance with clause 4.5 
of the regulations. This is not the first 
time the veteran Pakistani all-rounder 
has been banned from bowling in inter-
national cricket.

Under ICC rules, though this is the 
third time he has been suspended from 
bowling in three years, he will be able 
to return to bowling as soon as he has 
rectified his action and passed another 
assessment.

Hafeez's action was first reported 
in November 2014, during a Test series 
against New Zealand and suspended 
from bowling in December. 

By April 2015, he had remodelled 
his action enough to satisfy another test 
and he was cleared to bowl again. Just 
a couple of months later, however, he 
was reported again during the Galle 
Test against Sri Lanka. 

Tests confirmed again that his ac-
tion was illegal, and because his action 
had been found illegal twice within a 
period of 24 months, he was automati-
cally suspended from bowling for 12 
months.

Hafeez's action was also called in 
Australia as well, way back in 2005 
besides also being reported in a Cham-
pions League T20 game in India.

Pugilists on wheels

"I think it's a good deci-
sion to have six Indians on 
the pitch at all times and 
it means Indians getting 
more chances to play and 
show their skills," the former 
Manchester United legend 
had said.

Gregory added, "We 
don't have a marquee sign-
ing this year but you will see 
that we have invested our 
money in young Indians 
who will not just come on 
for 10 minutes, but will form 
an integral part of my squad 
this season." 

NorthEast United's 
coach Jo o Carlos Pires de 
Deus was surprised by the 
quality of Indian footballers.

"You ask me if  the Bra-
zilians in my team will pro-
duce magic... but what is 
magic? It's not limited to 
Brazilians. Even the Indian 
players in our team are very 
skillful and can produce a lot 
of magic," Deus said.

As far as the opening 
game is concerned, ATK's 
rivalry with Kerala Blasters 
has grown over the past 
few seasons. Sherringham 
described the Blasters as 
the biggest threat to ATK's 
ambitions.

ATK will be without 
their star signing Keane, 
who is nursing an Achilles 
injury and will not be part 
of the opening game. Chen-
naiyin FC, Mumbai City 
FC, FC Pune City, North-
East United FC and FC 
Goa complete the line-up.
The final is slated for March 
17 in Kolkata.

Today's Match
Kerala Blasters vs

ATK
8:00pm

Eastern Mirror Desk
Dimapur, Nov. 16: The 
37th annual Nagaland Po-
lice sports meet was held 
at Nagaland Armed Police 
Training Centre (NAPTC) 
stadium, Chumoukedima, 
on Nov 16 with G. Kaito 
Aye, minister of  national 
highways and political af-
fairs gracing the occasion as 
chief guest. 

In his address, the min-
ister lauded all participants 
and said that team spirit 
and sportsmanship is more 
important and if  this is 
achieved, one is already a 
winner. He hoped that this 
meet will foster the spirit of  

brotherhood and cultivate 
the spirit of excellence in the 
days to come.

Organising secretary for 
the meet, DIG K. Martin 
Pienyu informed that 30 
teams were participating 
in this year’s edition which 
included participants from 
15 NAP battalions, District 
Executive Force , NAPTC, 
Nagaland Police Training 
School , Nagaland Police 
Telecommunication Or-
ganisation  and units under 
Inspector General of Police. 
Pienyu hoped that all sports-
men and women will take 
part in the meet with zeal 
and enthusiasm to exhibit 

their best to bring laurels to 
their team. 

The current police meet 
is being held for 7 duty items 
viz: drill;  battle physical 
efficiency tests; shooting; 
weapon handling; wireless 
and scientific aid to inves-
tigation; and games and 
sports.  

 Keeping in line with the 
All India Police Sports Con-
trol Board Protocol (AIP-
SCB), Police headquarters 
have approved addition of  
the following new category 
in weapons in the shooting 
competition for 5.6 INSAS 
rifle, Carbine, Sten gun and 
MP5.

Kohima Bureau
Jotsoma, Nov. 16 (EMN): Zeaneikho 
Miasalhou scored a hat-trick as Adroit 
Boys, Sechü Zubza blanked Terhüpourie 
90s FC, Mezoma 5-0 to advance to the 
quarters of the ongoing Zasinihu Memorial 
Trophy here at Jotsoma village ground on 
November 16.

Sedekhotuo Nagi opened the account 
for the Adroit Boys in the first half, while 
substitute player Rüütuolie Chücha doubled 
the lead after the interval. Zeaneikho scored 
all his three goals in the second half, becom-
ing the third hat-trick scorer of the tourna-
ment.

With the victory today, Adroit Boys will 
next play against Ferret FC, Jotsoma in the 
quarters tomorrow.

Earlier on the day, Ferret FC also regis-
tered their entry into the round of last eight 
following their victory against Khwüno 
United 3-0.

John was the star for Ferret FC as he 
scored all the three goals of the match. Men-
tion be made that Thejaseto Peseyie of Jot-
soma Students Union was the first hat-trick 
scorer of the tournament, followed by John 
of Ferret FC and Zeaneikho of Adroit Boys.

In another match, Unity Boys, Jotsoma 
also qualified for the quarters by defeating 

Sechüma Students’ Union via tie-breaker. 
The match headed for tie-breaker as the 
match ended in 1-1 draw.

Meanwhile, Khonoma Students’ Union 
(KSU) also made it to the quarters following 
their victory against Rhododendron Sport-
ing Club, Khonoma 2-0.

Playing the last match of the day, Sechü 
Zubza Students’ Union (SZSU) also sur-
vived a scare as they overcame Civic FC via 
tie-breaker to make it through to the round 
of last eight.

The tie-breaker was enforced as both 
the teams were locked in a goalless draw 
till the end of the stipulated time. Luck was 
on SZSU’s side today, as earlier on the day, 
SZSU also defeated Mezoma Students’ 
Union (MSU) via tie-breaker to qualify for 
the pre-quarterfinals. The match between 
SZSU and MSU also headed for tie-breaker 
as the stipulated time ended in 2-2 draw.

The 4th edition of Zasinihu Memorial 
Trophy will culminate on November 18. 
The winner of this year’s edition will fetch a 
cash award of Rs. 35,000, while the runners-
up will receive Rs. 25,000. The two losing 
semifinalists will be given Rs. 8,000 each.

 Today’s Match
1st  - Unity Boys Vs Phezhu Boys

2nd - Thekrejuma S.U. Vs Khonoma S.U.  
3rd - Ferret FC Vs Adroit Boys,

4th - Phoenix FC Vs Sechü Zubza S.U.
5th – Jotsoma S.U. Vs Winner of match 1

Kohima Bureau
Kohima, Nov. 16 (EMN): Tamthing scored 
twice in the second half  as St. Joseph’s College 
(SJC), Jakhama beat Foster’s FC 2-0 to advance 
to the semi finals of  the Classic Cup soccer 
tournament here at Kohima local ground on 
November 16.

Playing the last quarterfinal match of  this 
year’s edition, St. Joseph’s College had the last 
laugh in the end as Tamthing was upfront to 
make it sure that the college team progresses 
further in the month-long tournament. SJC now 
joins Barak FC, Kohima Eagles Sporting Club 
and New Market XI in the round of  last four.

Both the teams were locked in a goalless draw 
till the interval, however, the spirit of  SJC was 
lifted when Tamthing drew the first blood for 
them in the 55th minute. Entering the last quarter 
of the match, Tamthing was on target again as his 
touch got passed the keeper in the 77th minute.

With the victory today, SJC will next play 
against former champions New Market XI on 
November 18 (Saturday); however, they (SJC) 

will have a reason to worry in the next match as 
three of  their players including Akiho Menovise 
and the goal scorer Tamthing were penalised with 
yellow cards today.

The first semi-final on Friday will be played 
between former champions Barak FC, Peren and 
Kohima Eagles SC at 2 pm with Rev. Fr, Peter 
Salew, parish priest, Christ King Church, Kohima 
as the match patron. The match patron for the 
second semifinal on Saturday is Rev. Neikhrienyü 
Chara, pastor, Baptist Mission Church, Kohima.

Meanwhile, a thanksgiving service for 
Classic Club and Kohima Press Club would 
be held on Nov. 19 (Sunday) at 2 pm with Rev. 
Moa Longchari, senior pastor, Baptist Mission 
Church, Kohima, as the special guest. The 
thanksgiving service would be followed by the 
Challenger Cup to be played between Classic 
Club and KPC at Kohima local ground.

The final of  the 23rd Classic Cup is sched-
uled on November 20 with Rev. Fr. Neisalhou 
Carolus, Vicar General, Diocese of  Kohima, 
Nagaland, as the chief  guest.
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