
A section of the gathering at Secretariat junction on November 15.
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(L-R) Anenla T Sato, Neiphrezo Keditsu; Muthingnyuba Sangtam, and Aditya Baran Mallik at the press 
conference in Dimapur on Wednesday.
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Min.Max. Max.Min.
Aizawl 26° 18°

Agartala 27° 19°

Gangtok 22° 09°

Guwahati 27° 18°

Imphal 26° 14°

Itanagar 25° 14°

Shillong 19° 13°

Delhi 27° 15°

Kolkata 27° 21°

Chennai 32° 25°

 Max:  Min:
KOHIMA 23° 11°
DIMAPUR 28° 17°
 RF:  RH:
KOHIMA NIL 66%
DIMAPUR NIL 91%
* Rainfall (RF) * Relative humidity (RH)
Temperature in State Capitals
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Kohima Bureau
Kohima, Nov. 15 (EMN): 
Amid restrictions from the 
Angami Public Organisa-
tion (APO) to hold the 
sit-in-protest at secretariat 
junction in Kohima, mass 
of  people joined the Public 
Coordination Committee 
to press the government 
for implementation of  the 
Lokayukta in Nagaland, 
and further to voice against 
the prevailing injustices 
and corrupted practices in 
the state.

People from various or-
ganisations took part in the 
agitation including Acaut, 
Public Service Aspirants 
of  Nagaland, Nagaland 
Tribes Council, Nagaland 
Voluntary Consumers 
Organisation, Nagaland 
Baptist Church Council, 
Kohima Baptist Pastors’ 
Fellowship and Nagaland 
Indigenous People’s Fo-
rum, among others.

Speaking at the protest, 
Acaut chairman Joel Nillo 
Kath regretted that Naga-
land is a failed state.

 “This is the fourth year 
that we have been demand-
ing for implementation of  
Lokayukta, but the govt. 
and standing committee is 
not serious in passing it,” 
Kath said adding “we will 
not leave secretariat venue 
till our demands are ful-
filled.”

 “Politicians and bu-
reaucrats have failed the 
youth, but the church chose 
to remain with the youth 
who were fighting for truth. 
Because of  the existence 
of  nepotism, many Naga 
youth will not get job,” 
Kath said.

Stating that Acaut will 

It's kind of  
fun to do the impossible. 

~ Walt Disney

Blake Shelton named 2017’s 
Sexiest Man Alive   |  P10

Come on don't be afraid, do 
you think the water cannons 

and tear gas will reach in  time 
with conditions and traffic...

Two troopers among 3 
killed in Manipur ambush

Three troopers 
die in road accident 

Opportunity: Career workshop, job fair from Nov. 17 Governor greets on National Press Day
Urges media to display highest standards of professionalism

~ Arien

Mugabe under house arrest as 
military takes control  | P9

Federer powers past Zverev to 
reach last four at ATP Finals |  P12

support NBCC in its clean 
election campaign, Kath 
also went on to say that 
“unless God fearing person 
is elected, no amount of  
protest will change the sys-
tem and things will never 
change.”

Apart from the Lokay-
ukta, it may be mentioned 
that the three-day sit-in-
protest also demanded the 
govt to revoke the govt.’s 
decision to scrap Class III 
posts from the purview of  
NPSC, and also to declare 
the marks and answer keys 
in all stages of  NPSC ex-
ams as well as the names 
of  those in the waiting list, 
and fourthly, to immediate-
ly terminate all backdoor 
appointments made after 
June 6, 2016 and revoke 

the subsequent October 26 
memo.

President NVCO 
Kezhokhoto Savi pressed 
the legislators to pass the 
Lokayukta bill before this 
Christmas season. “Unless 
this is passed in the assem-
bly, it will not become a 
law,” he added.

Stating that RTI pro-
motes transparency and 
accountability, Savi was 
quite positive that Lokay-
ukta will provide clean, ac-
countable and transparent 
govt.

 “Any legislator who 
invites corruption and does 
not fear law will not want 
Lokayukta in the State. I 
appeal the NLA to pass 
this bill so that the amount 
of  the existing corruption 

in the State will be reduced 
and Nagaland will become 
a corruption-free state,” he 
stated.

Chairman of  Nagaland 
Indigenous People’s Fo-
rum, advocate NM Jamir 
stated that Lokayukta was 
delayed because govern-
ment do not want to ensure 
transparency and account-
ability in the state affairs.

 “With corruption, 
there will never be peace 
and development in the 
state,” Jamir said adding 
that “Nagaland is one of  
the worst corrupted states 
in the country where gov-
ernment does not think 
about the welfare of  its 
people.”

PSAN representative 
Nitoka V Swu mentioned 

that several memoran-
dums, representations and 
ultimatums were submit-
ted, he, however said, the 
state govt, instead of  re-
sponding positively has 
scrapped Class III posts 
from the purview of NPSC 
through October 26, 2017 
memorandum.

 “PSAN has been de-
manding to set up Staff  Se-
lection Board in line with 
SSC as we do not have 
confidence in departmen-
tal exams,” Swu said while 
he also pointed out the ran-
dom appointments by the 
govt.

Rev. Keviyiekielie 
Linyü, pastor of  Ebenezer 
Baptist Church, assured 
on behalf  of  the KBPF, to 
support the movement and 

Atono Tsükrü
Kohima, Nov. 15 (EMN): This is a 
common sight: school children car-
rying heavy school bags, with shoul-
ders slouching under the weight of  the 
books, and struggling to walk and climb 
up and down to school every single day. 

Besides the numerous textbooks 
and notebooks, school students have to 
carry additional weight: water bottles 
and lunchboxes. 

Because of  the absence of  set sched-
ules in most of  the schools, children are 
left with no option but to carry all their 
books to school every day. It is as if  
there was a fear of  punishment for not 
brining all the books.

Following the direction from the 
National Commission for Protection 
of Child Rights, the Nagaland Board 
of School Education issued a notifica-
tion dated March 16, 2017, directing 
all the schools that the weight of  school 
bags shall not be more than 10% of the 
weight of  the child.

The order was issued following a re-
cent study conducted by the Associated 
Chambers of  Commerce and Industry 
of  India (Assocham) highlighting the 

adverse effect of  heavy schools bags 
that children must have to carry every 
day.

Ameno, a mother of  two high 
school students, told the Eastern Mir-
ror that her children often complain of  
strained neck, shoulder and even back 
pain. 

‘I really feel for my children as they 
have to carry all their books to school 
every day,’ said the concern mother 
whose children must have to climb 
slopes to catch the school bus and 
downhill through again to reach their 
school.

Another concerned father of  two 
children studying in a prestigious pri-
vate school said that the school does not 
have any ‘daily routine.’ His two sons 
must have to carry heavy school bags 
which include 11 subjects (with minor 
subjects) with notebooks, water bottles 
and lunch boxes.

When asked why the parents don’t 
complain to the school authority, he 

said: ‘Though the parents are very much 
aware of  the problem, we are scared to 
make any complaints for fear that our 
children might be expelled from the 
school.’ He said his children complain 
of  strained neck, shoulder and back 
pain and looks tired by the time they 
reach home.  

While the NBSE notification has 
directed schools to issue guidelines to 
all students to carry books as per the 
time-table, most of  the private schools 
are found to not have routine. In the 
absence of  any locker facilities, the 
children are compelled to carry all the 
books to school.

A teacher admitted on condition of  
anonymity that it was a ‘herculean task’ 
to make a time-table; it could be the rea-
son why most schools lack a time-table. 

A job for the schools 
The notification of the board outlines 
a number of  proactive measures to 
mitigate the burden of the students. For 

instance, schools have been directed 
to organise short-term awareness and 
training programmes for teachers and 
parents to highlight ‘safe ways’ of  car-
rying heavy school bags.

Further, the schools were directed 
to issue directives to teachers to pre-
inform students about the books that 
would be required to be studied on a 
particular day. Action shall be taken 
against any school not following the 
guideline, the board stated. 

A medical practitioner referred to 
the ill effects of  heavy school bags on 
school children daily. The emphasis 
on weight is even more so considering 
the topography of Naga lands: uneven, 
rough and often hilly. The children 
must have to traverse uneven grounds 
to their schools and back home every 
day. A paediatrician at district hospital 
of  Wokha, Dr. Khriemenuo, has point-
ed out that pain in the neck, shoulder 
and back as short-term effects. The long 
term effects are abnormal curvature of  

the spine (kyphosis/scoliosis) causing 
persistent backache. Expressing grave 
concern that children are burdened by 
the weight of  their school bags, she said 
that the ideal weight of  the bags should 
not be more than 10% of the body 
weight.

Further, Dr. Khriemenuo suggested 
that schools can even adopt a single or 
complied text books with different sub-
jects for each session. Another sugges-
tion was that school authorities provide 
lockers for books and materials that 
classroom activities would require.

The medical practitioner sought the 
attention of parents to the importance 
of  buying the right kind of bags too. 
Creating awareness in schools about the 
health hazards of  carrying heavy school 
bag was another suggestion from her.

Though there has been advance-
ment in school development, teaching 
and learning methods, it is a fact that 
students still cannot attend schools 
without books.

It is imperative for schools, policy 
makers and parents to take remedial 
measures to address the affect excessive 
weight on school children.

further appealed the youth 
to make deeper commit-
ment to stand for justice 
and what was right.

KBPF president Rev. 
Vevo Phesao, said that the 
KBPF will extend its soli-
darity to any movement 
that was just, noble, honest 
and genuine and further to 
those who are working for 
the good of  the public and 
for the best interest of  the 
citizens of  Nagaland.

He further assured to 
support in prayer, while he 
also made a sincere plea to 
all Nagas to maintain peace 
and to put the grievances to 
the government of  the day 
without violence, but to let 
the voice be heard in a way 
that is peaceful and demo-
cratic.

NBCC representative 
Vikuo Rhi, in his remark, 
said the Naga society des-
perately needs healing, be 
it political, social or reli-
giously.

 “We need a corruption-
free society. Give a chance 
to Naga youth to live a bet-
ter life. Nagas deserve a 
decent life. Let us stand for 
the truth without fear and 
see the change we want to 
see. We deserve justice and 
love in the society,” Rhi 
stated.

A representative from 
the Kohima Municipal 
Ward Panchayat Asso-
ciation said the proposed 
peaceful protest was mis-
understood and insisted the 
opposing party to under-
stand that the movement 
was for the Nagas.

 “There was no option 
left, except to come out in 
the street and support the 
cause,” he said.

Imphal, Nov. 15 (IANS): 
Two troopers of  the 4 As-
sam Rifles and another 
man were killed in a gun-
battle between security 
forces and insurgents in 
Manipur's Chandel district 
on Wednesday.

Intelligence sources 
told IANS that the chance 
confrontation took place 
at 6 am at a place between 
Sajik and Tamol villages. 
The area falls under the 
Chakpi Karong police sta-
tion. 

There was heavy fir-
ing exchanges for several 
minutes. Hearing the gun-
fight and bombs exploding 
nearby, villagers around 
the area fled. Although 
the identification of  the 
victims was on-going, offi-
cials said one of  the victims 
could be a villager caught 

in the cross-fire. Most of  
the scared villagers are yet 
to return to their homes.

The insurgents man-
aged to escape, an official 
said, even as additional 
forces were rushed in.

Assam Rifles troopers 
recovered one AK-47 ri-
fle with ammunitions and 
three bombs from the am-
bush site. 

No weapons were tak-
en away from the dead or 
injured troopers, sources 
added. Top ranking police 
and Assam Rifles officers 
were at the spot to super-
vise combing operations. 

No arrest was made. 
The insurgents are said to 
have escaped through the 
international border. 

No underground outfit 
has claimed responsibility 
for the attack yet.

Our Correspondent
IMPHAL, Nov. 15 
(EMN): Three security 
personnel belonging to 5 
Manipur Rifles Battalion 
were killed in a road acci-
dent in Manipur's Tamen-
glong district on Wednes-
day evening between 
6-6.30 pm,reports said.

 The incident took 
place when the vehicle of  
the security escort team of  
Adim Pamei, vice chair-
man of  Manipur state dis-
aster management author-
ity fell into a deep gorge 
near Keikao village,20km 
away from the Tamen-

glong district headquar-
ters. 

The vice chairman was 
on his  way back to Imphal 
after  being part of  the 
chief  minister led ministe-
rial team visit to Tamen-
glong. Three jawans of  the 
escort vehicle carrying six 
personnel reportedly on 
the spot while three other 
sustained injuries. 

Two of  the injured per-
sons were said to be criti-
cal.  The deceased person-
nel are Havildar Somorjit 
Singh, Rifleman Dominic 
and Rifleman Kh. Bungo 
Singh.

Eastern Mirror Desk
Dimapur, Nov. 15: Na-
galand’s directorate of  
Employment, Skill Devel-
opment & Entrepreneur-
ship is all set to organise a 
two-day career workshop 
and a job fair for youths 
during Nov 17-18 at the 
Agri Expo, Angh House, in 
Dimapur.

This two-day event will 
give an opportunity to un-
employed youths of  the 

age group 18-25 years to 
be employed in five  sectors 
namely the airlines, restau-
rants, beauty and wellness, 
five-star hotels and retail 
outlets outside Nagaland.

Principal Consultant 
for the fair Aditya Baran 
Mallik, also the CEO & di-
rector of  Institute for Qual-
ity Skill Training (IQST) at  
Kolkata, assured that jobs 
will be given ‘on the spot’ 
to deserving candidates. 

The target for aspirants 
will be not just from the 
urban sectors but from the 
rural areas as well, it was 
informed. 

Mallik gave updates 
about a survey that was 
undertaken: out of  4000 
youths between the ages 
18 and 25 years in the rural 
areas, 83% said that they 
were happy to work in the 
private sector; 65% were 
willing to go out of  Naga-

Dimapur, Nov. 15 (EMN): 
The Governor PB Acharya 
on Wednesday greeted the 
media fraternity of  the 
state on the occasion of  the 
National Press Day which 
is commemorated every 
year on Nov. 16

“On the occasion of  
National Press Day, I con-
vey my warm greetings 
and good wishes to all the 
members of  the media fra-
ternity of  Nagaland. I trust 
that the occasion will mo-

Sit-in protest held amid restrictions 

Bag burden weighing down school students’ health
Lack of set schedule breaking children’s backs 

tivate every member to be 
more responsive, respon-
sible and proactive. I am 
sure that my media friends 
of  Nagaland will continue 
their excellent tradition of  
constructive journalism, 
displaying highest stand-
ards of  professionalism 
in their duties," stated the 
press release from the Raj 
Bhavan.

The head of  the state 
also stated that the media 
plays a "pivotal role" in 
shaping the society and has 
also become a bridge be-
tween the government and 
the citizens.  The consistent 
coverage by all forms of  
media on each and every 
issue of  the society creates 
a bigger impact and thus 
making it one of  most im-
portant of  professions at 
present. 

He observed that the 
challenges of  the media 
are wide ranging without 
any particular pattern and 
therefore acknowledged 
that the Press Council of  

India's theme for the year,  
‘Challenges before the Me-
dia’ as timely to discuss the 
freedom of the press with-
out impairing the accepted 
ethics.

" I hope this will ensure 
towards evolution of  a new 
media system that would 
lead to media freedom and 
the people’s right to know 
without vitiating media 
ethics. The press is one of  
the foundation stone of  de-
mocracy and its freedom is 
an essential pre-requisite 
in a world of  challenging 
phase of  media reporting 
today," he stated. 

He further appealed 
the media to play the vital 
role in creating a new India  
which is strong and  pros-
perous; free of  communal-
ism, casteism and terror-
ism. 

"I extend my best wish-
es for the successful cel-
ebration of  the day hoping 
that our media continue to 
represent the voice of  the 
people of  the state.”

Mirror Takes

land if  a job opportunity 
arises. 

The two-day event will 
offer career guidance and 
counselling to job seekers 
as not many know the in-
dustry, he said. 

Also, Neiphrezo Kedit-
su, parliamentary secretary 
for Labour & Employ-
ment, Skill Dev. & Entre-
preneurship (L&E, SD&E) 
said that the programme 
was a good opportunity for 
Naga youths interested in 
working in the private sec-
tor; most seek careers is in 
the government sector.  He 
talked about the Pradhan 
Mantri Kaushal Vikas Yo-
jana (PMKVY) scheme as 
well. It is a skill develop-
ment initiative by the cen-
tral government to recog-
nise and standardise skills 
and by which persons who 
do not get recruited dur-
ing the job fair can still be 
trained and placed in jobs 
under the scheme for free. 

Due to fears of  racial 
discrimination outside the 
state for many young as-
pirants, the department as-

sured that the security of  
the candidates will be “top 
most priority.” Further, all 
employment will be under 
well-known national and 
international companies. 
The safeguard will be pro-
vided under the company, 
it was informed.

The recruitment proc-
ess will have no middlemen 
as well. Direct employ-
ers and companies will be 
present to hire candidates 
with proper documents. 
This was informed during 
the event as many fear of  
hidden costs and agendas. 

Candidates can apply 
online at www.nagaland.
gov.in till Nov. 18 where 
shortlisted applicants will 
be sent an ‘admit card’ 
message by SMS and will 
have to show the SMS with 
a valid photo ID to gain ad-
mission to the job fair. 

Applicants can walk 
into the event on Nov. 17 
to apply and attend career 
counselling and guidance 
for better assessment of  in-
terview and recruitment on 
Nov. 18. 



Kaito graces Ahuna 
Festival in Zunheboto 

E-roll observer in Mkg. 

BJP Tseminyu Mandal clarifiesTorechu inaugurates Maihpok village in Kiphire

Roundtable on sustainable 
management of upland farming 

Mon DPDB meeting held

‘One’s right should be 
expressed and not misused’

Peace Channel opens 
nomination for 9th Peace Award 

Child friendly corner at Sub-Urban PS refurbished

KYO nabs one bike lifter

‘Legal authority constituted to 
provide free legal service’

2 State
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LS Jamir and Nino Iralu with panel lawyers at the three-day inaugural programme Directorate of State Institute of Rural Development, Kohima.

MLA Torechu (2nd from left) with his lady wife, village leaders and elders after inaugurating the newly 
recognised Maihpok village.

SDO (C) Kumar Ramnikant chairing the Mon DPDB meeting at Dc 
conference hall.

The accused.

Childline Dimapur members along with officials of the Sub-Urban Police Station after refurbishing the child 
friendly corner.

G Kaito Aye addressing at the Ahuna Festival in Zunheboto.

Weather forecast in other Districts 
Max Min DP rh rf

WoKha 21.2 13.4 11.5 63 NIL

ZBt 21.4 14.6 18.9 91 NIL

tuensanG 19 15.4 16.7 92 NIL

MKG 24.4 18 16.2 69 NIL

PheK 21.4 9.2 11.9 75 NIL

KiPhire 22 9 12.5 93 NIL

sechÜ ZuBZa 22.5 14 13 57 NIL

tseMinYu 23 16 14.6 64 NIL

JaLuKie 21 8 17.4 91 NIL

ManGKoLeMBa 28.2 19.4 18.1 64 NIL

*Dew Point (DP) *Relative Humidity (RH) * Rainfall (RF)

Source: Department of Soil & Water Conservation, Nagaland 

about resilient develop-
ment in our society. 

Thanking the Sumi 
community for giving him 
an identity and letting him 
represent Sumi tribe, Kaito 
affirmed to work harder for 
the Nagas in general and 
Sumis in particular.

Speaking on the need 
for clean election in the 
state, the minister said eve-
ry electorate should ensure 
free and clean participa-
tion during election. Kaito 
also urged the Sumi Hoho 
and all other frontal or-
ganisation to actively create 
awareness in all constituen-
cies, cutting across political 
parties in the district on 
the need and the benefit of  

clean election in the long 
run.

Stating that land own-
ership problem has been 
obstructing developmen-
tal activities in the state, 
the chief  guest added that 
Mariani-Mokokchung-
Zunheboto-Chozuba-Jes-
sami National Highway 
has been sanctioned and 
execution of  work has be-
gun. He was also optimistic 
that Dimapur-Showuba-
Niuland-Wokha-Zunhe-
boto-Aghunato-Shamator-
Noklak-Pangsha National 
Highway which is likely to 
be sanctioned in February 
2018. To this he urged the 
citizens to welcome devel-
opment activities by pro-

No plastic bags during Hornbill Festival
In pursuance with the Deputy Commissioner Kohima 
order, the Kohima Municipal Council Administrator 
Kethosituo Sekhose has informed all the government 
agencies, business group and entrepreneurs that use of 
plastic carry bags, plates, cups etc. of all micron size is 
banned during the ensuing Hornbill Festival. The entire 
concerned are directed to make alternative arrangement 
for use of bio¬degradable materials and paper bags 
(Thonga) which is available with the KCCI.

DAN meeting rescheduled
The Democratic Alliance of Nagaland (DAN) party meeting 
scheduled to be held on Nov. 17 at 1 p.m. in the State 
Banquet Hall, Kohima has been rescheduled to 11 a.m. 
The date and venue remains the same.  DAN chairman 
TR Zeliang has requested all members of the DAN party 
legislators to attend the meeting positively. 

DDTTA convenes emergency meeting
The Dimapur District Table Tennis Association (DDTTA) has 
convened an emergency meeting of executive members 
on Nov. 16, 3 p.m. at the Multipurpose Stadium, near ADC 
Court junction. All executive members are requested to 
attend the meeting.

News iN BrieF

viding land free of  cost and 
let infrastructure become a 
reality in our state. 

On Naga political is-
sue, Kaito maintained that 
a meeting with all Naga 
frontal organisation will 
be convened shortly in Ko-
hima for which he made an 
appeal to Sumi community 
to give endorsement and 
support for early settlement 
of  the Naga political issue.

Huskha Yepthomi high-
lighted the significance of  
Ahuna festival. 

As part of  the celebra-
tion, a presentation in hon-
our of  founders, pioneers 
and former deputy com-
missioners of  Zunheboto 
town was conducted by 
Kiyelho Yepthomi.  

Dr. H Sukhato Rotokha 
was selected as best citizen 
for his contribution towards 
the district.

Cultural items, talent 
show, and choreography 
are the other highlights of  
the day.

Advisor Pukhayi As-
sumi and Hukavi Zhim-
omi, DC Tridibesh Roy, 
DIG KK Chishi, SP U Ki-
chu, Commandant 5th AR 
Keishan Debendra, 2i/c 
Gopa Kumar, HODs, pres-
ident Sumi Hoho Hekushe 
Shikhu and other promi-
nent leaders also attended 
the celebration.

Dimapur, Nov. 15 (EMN): The monthly Mon District Plan-
ning and Development Board (DPDB) meeting was held on 
Nov. 15 at DC conference hall under the chairmanship of  
Sub-Divisional Officer (C) Mon Kumar Ramnikant.

At the meeting the board approved for change of no-
menclature of  Noel School to East Ward School, Mon 
town and decided to forward to the concerned department 
for approval.

The board also approved for the development of New 
Parking Area at DC Office Complex, Mon and on this 
SDO (C) Mon, Ilika Zhimomi explained the detail areas 
and structures of the parking site which was projected at 
DC office complex.

Alonse, principal Industrial Training Institute and co-
convenor of  6th Inter Departmental Tournament 2017, 
presented a brief report on behalf of the organising com-
mittee, Officer Club Mon. 

District Horticulture officer, Mon Y Bongti Konyak 
gave power point presentation on major activities undertak-
en under Horticulture in Mon district during 2016 – 2017, 
with special emphasize on Mission for Integrated Develop-
ment of Horticulture (MIDH) and Rashtriya Krishi Vikas 
Yojana (RKVY).

Dimapur, Nov. 15 (EMN): In view of  the current spe-
cial summary revision of  photo electoral roll, Assistant 
Election Officer (AEO) Mokokchung Alila Chang has 
informed that the electoral roll observer for Mokokchung 
district, Alan Gonmei, secretary, Horticulture department 
has arrived Mokokchung on Nov. 14. 

The observer will be staying in Mokokchung for few 
days. Therefore, if  there are any queries regarding the 
Special Summary Revision, one can meet him at Com-
missioner’s Rest House.

Dimapur, Nov. 15 (EMN): The BJP 12th Tseminyu Man-
dal unit has clarify news item appeared in local dailies on 
Nov. 14, in which the BJP Tseminyu Mandal was stated 
to have “mass joined” the NDPP along with other party 
workers under Kohima district.

A press statement from president Shoyhunlo Kemp 
stated that six BJP workers belonging to Tesminyu sub 
division including one office bearer from BJP Tseminyu 
Mandal unit and two from BJP Kohima apex unit, two 
from BJP Yuva Kohima district and one from BJP Kisan 
Morcha Kohima district had left the party and joined the 
NDDP. “However, their defection is negligible and does not 
affect the party in the constituency,” the release stated.

The BJP Tseminyu Mandal unit stands firm and united 
in the midst of obstacles and intends to continue strengthen-
ing the party position, the release added.

Dimapur, Nov. 15 (EMN): 
The Peace Channel will be 
conferring the 9th Peace 
Award to individuals who 
have made exceptional con-
tributions in peace build-
ing, conflict resolution and 
related issues in Nagaland. 
The award will be given 
away during the 10th Annu-
al North-East Youth Peace 
and Cultural Festival 2017, 
scheduled to be held on Dec. 
11 and 12 at Don Bosco 
Higher Secondary School 
campus. 

Some of  Peace Chan-
nel’s Peace awardees were 
Christina Thone, L.P. The-
rie, Mary Konyak, Ahim-
sa Zhimo, Dr. Wati Aier, 
Hukheni T. Wotsa, Mong-
zueng, Dr. Akum Longchari, 
Taku Lonkumer, Neidonuo 
Angami, Kari Longchar, 
Niketu Iralu, I. Vitokhe As-
sumi, Lanunungsang Ao, 
Ahidur Rahman. 

A release from Peace 

Channel informed that the 
award is open to all people 
irrespective of religion, sex, 
age, and tribe. All nom-
inations are expected to 
be submitted with a full 
bio-data and a write-up of  
the person’s achievements/
contribution to the society 
with some photographs in 
both hard and soft copy. 
The information provided 
must be duly supported 
with adequate verifiable 
evidence and signed by the 
nominator; a person can be 
nominated by more than 
one nominator.

Nomination should 
reach the Peace Channel’s 
office latest by Dec. 5 at the 
following address: Director, 
Peace Channel, Bishop’s 
House, Circular Road, Post 
Box-03, Dimapur; Con-
tact - +919436260435/ 
+917005056050 or Email: 
peacechannel05@gmail.
com, cpanto@gmail.com.

Dimapur, Nov. 15 (EMN): 
consumer awareness pro-
gramme under the theme 
“Rights and Responsibili-
ties” at Chozuba town on 
Nov. 14, ADC Chozuba 
Japheth Woch said one’s 
right should be expressed 
or used in the right way 
and should not be mis-
used.

As we live in a techno-
logical age, it is high time 
that consumers know his 
or her rights and responsi-
bilities especially in dealing 
with the traders and service 
providers. Woch said. 

The prograemme was 
organised by the Depart-
ment of  Legal Metrology 
& Consumer Protection, 
Phek in collaboration with 
Phek District Legal Serv-
ices Authority (PDLSA). 

Speaking on the pro-
gramme’s theme, resource 
person, Panel Lawyer for 
PDLSA Shekhotso Rha-
kho explained who is a 
consumer and what should 
a consumer do when he or 
she is cheated by traders or 
services providers. 

He also shared ways 
and remedies to consum-
ers as to how a consumer 
can complain against such 
mal practices by traders or 
service providers.

Assistant Controller 
of  Legal Metrology and 
Consumer Protection Phek 
Shiekhozo highlighted the 
objective of  the seminar. 

The seminar was at-
tended by students, NGOs, 
GBs, business union, teach-
ers and others of  Chozuba 
town. 

Dimapur, Nov. 15 (EMN): 
The Kezieke Youth Or-
ganization (KYO) on the 
night of  Nov. 13 nabbed 
one bike lifter identified 
as Zhovizo Zao, son of  
Dzüzeto Zao, a resident of  
Kezo town, from kezieke 
colony, Kohima.

According to KYO 
president, Neibazotuo 
Sorhie and information & 
publicity secretary, Neidi 
Dzüvichü, the accused 
was caught red-handed 
while he was trying to steal 
a bike from the colony. 
The individual has been 
handed over to North Po-
lice Station, Kohima. 

Stating that vehicle 

intentioned” sponsors has 
whitewashed walls of  the 
room and created artworks 
of  child friendly nature. 

The objective of  creat-
ing the child friendly cor-
ners in every police station 
is to make the police set up 
less intimidating for chil-
dren in need of  care and 
protection and children 
in conflict with the law. It 
also does away with the 
unavoidable practice and 
circumstance of  keeping 
children in conflict with 
law along with accused 
adult criminals by keeping 
the children in a separate 
child friendly room, the 
release stated.

Meanwhile, the Child-
line requested all concerned 
and discerning citizens, 
children and adults, to 
make diligent usage of  the 
toll free Childline helpline 
no. 1098, which is manned 
24x7, if  they witness or are 
aware of  children being 
abused, abandoned, miss-
ing, loitering around or in 
distress situations. 

Dimapur, Nov. 15 (EMN): 
The Government of  Na-
galand and Ministry of  
Development of  North 
East Region (MoDoNER) 
in partnership with Interna-
tional Fund for Agricultural 
Development (IFAD) will 
be organising a three-day 
roundtable on ‘Sustainable 
management of  upland 
farming systems in North-
east India’ from Nov. 20 
to 22 at Hotel Acacia, Di-
mapur.

The objective of  the 
roundtable is to identify the 
technical and institutional 
options that the govern-
ment and farming commu-
nities can consider for the 
sustainable management, 
intensification and trans-

formation of  traditional 
upland farming systems in 
the Northeast, most notably 
the jhum or shifting cultiva-
tion. 

Two-day conference 
will include discussion on 
various aspects of  shift-
ing cultivation from the 
perspective of  forest rights, 
land tenure, environmen-
tal-considerations and the 
communities’ aspirations.

Eminent scholars on the 
subject from international, 
national, and regional will 
deliberate on the issue of  
upland farming system. 
The decision makers from 
Government of  India, 
Northeast region and state 
government will also par-
ticipate in the deliberation.

Dimapur, Nov. 15 (EMN): Deliver-
ing inaugural address at three- day 
refresher training for panel lawyers 
on Wednesday, Judge Gauhati High 
Court Kohima Bench LS Jamir 
pointed out that Legal service author-
ity was constituted for providing free 
and competent legal service to the 
weaker sections of  the society. He 
therefore, urged the panel lawyers 
to focus on rendering service to the 
ordinary citizen.

The training is being oragnised 
by Nagaland State Legal Services 
Authority (NSLSA) at Directorate of  
State Institute of  Rural Development, 
Kohima.

Jamir also asked lawyers to dis-
pose legal aid cases taken up by them 
at the earliest and to file quarterly 
report to the state legal services au-

thority with services rendered. 
He said that panel lawyers should 

be a guide to one or more para legal 
volunteers as that will go a long way 
in reaching to the grassroots. The ex-
ecutive chairman further urged them 
to inculcate the methods learnt from 
the training and implement in man-
ner suitable to villages and town.  

Special Judge TDP Vigilance 
Commission and Member Secretary 
NSLSA Nino Iralu in her keynote ad-
dress said lawyers are important pil-
lars of  legal services authority, PLVs 
and district magistrates and judges. 
She therefore said that there is the 
need to come and learn from resource 
persons to render quality services.

State program officer Social Wel-
fare department, Michael Zarin, 
spoke on Welfare Schemes with spe-

cial emphasis on PWDs.
Assistant coordinator State Re-

source Centre for Women, Juliana 
Medom, spoke on plans, policies 
and programmes under SRCW 
while deputy director, Directorate 
of  Health & Family Welfare Dr. 
Khriezotuo Paphino, spoke on na-
tional health programme/ services, 
and project officer department of  
Labour, T Chubayanger spoke on 
Construction Workers’ Welfare 
Schemes with special emphasis on 
the Society Act.

Programme manager, State Child 
Protection Society Raitale Zeliang, 
spoke on Integrated Child Protection 
scheme mechanism and its functions 
and legal aid counsel-cum-trainer 
NSLSA, Limasenla Longkumer, 
spoke on Right to Education.  

Dimapur, Nov. 15 (EMN): 
Minister National High-
ways and Political Affairs 
G Kaito Aye graced the 
Ahuna festival, the post 
harvest festival of  Sumi 
Naga tribe at local ground 
Zunheboto on Nov. 14 as 
chief  guest.

Coinciding with the 
platinum jubilee of  the es-
tablishment of  Zunheboto 
town, the organising com-
mittee of  Zunheboto town 
platinum jubilee organised 
the festival.

Extending Ahuna greet-
ings to the Sumi commu-
nity, the minister exhorted 
the Sumi tribe to remain 
united in the interest and 
for the welfare of  the com-
munity. 

Expressing his happi-
ness at innovative activities 
that were showcased at 
the celebration, especially 
from younger generations, 
the minister encouraged 
the gathering to actively 
pursue and preserve one’s 
culture and identity for the 
benefit of  the community 
at large.

Lamenting that inves-
tors are not ready to invest 
in Nagaland due to many 
factors, Kaito urged the 
Nagas to create free and 
peaceful atmosphere to 
boost state’s economy, pro-
mote tourism and bring 

Dimapur, Nov. 15 (EMN): 
As part of  the ongoing 
‘Childline Se Dosti’ cam-
paign to create a child 
friendly corner/room at 

every police station in Di-
mapur district, the Child-
line Dimapur, has refur-
bished a room by creating it 
more child friendly and less 

intimidating for juveniles at 
the Sub-Urban Police Sta-
tion, Dimapur.

The  Chi ld l ine  Di -
mapur, along with “well 

accompanied by host of  
NPF party workers. The 

inaugural programme of  
the village was also at-

tended by neighbouring 
villages.   

Dimapur, Nov. 15 (EMN): 
MLA Torechu on Monday, 
Nov. 13 inaugurated Maih-
pok village under Kiphire 
district.

In his address, Tore-
chu called on the citizen 
of  the newly inaugurated 
village to cooperate with 
the state government so 
that developmental activi-
ties will reach the village. 
He also urged the village 
community to cooperate 
with their parent village, 
Anatongre village.

“As a new village you 
should inculcate the at-
titude of  tolerance and 
cooperate with the neigh-
bouring villages” sad the 
chief  guest to the com-
munity.    

The chief  guest was 

theft has become a menace 
which cannot be tolerated 
anymore, the KYO appeals 
to the authority to take up 
the case seriously and take 
appropriate action against 
the culprit
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Lok Sabha MP, Neiphiu Rio, along with Brig. Shibajit Das, DIG of 6 Sector Assam Rifles; Col. Bruce Fernandez, Additional DIG, 6 Sector Assam 
Rifles; expedition team leader Col. Pratyush Kumar Singh Gaur; and ADC Dimapur Sarah Jamir at the flagging off ceremony on November 15.

Director of IT&C, Tontiliba Longkumer, 
addressing the gathering during the launching 
programme of Agriculture department 
website and mobile app on Wednesday.

BS Nganlang Phom inaugurating the State stall at the 37th India International Trade Fair (IITF) in New Delhi.

Students of JMC presenting a folk fusion song during the cultural day celebration at Ongpangkong Salang, Mokokchung, on November 14.

PDLSA and LM&CP officials along with the participants during the consumers awareness programme in Chozuba town on November 14.

MBA first semester of Nagaland University presenting a welcome song during the inaugural session of Zoommax 2017 in Kohima on November 15.

State

Legislator inaugurates state stall at IITF

Veterinarians urged to 
increase meat production

Rio flags off motorcycle expedition 

Jubilee Memorial College annual week gets underway

Chozuba consumers sensitised on their rights

NU annual management fest ‘Zoommax’ underway

Agriculture dept. goes digital

EM Images

Our Correspondent
Kohima, Nov. 15 (EMN): Fulfilling 
its long felt need to place data in regard 
to schemes, projects, facilities and pro-
ductivity to consumers, the department 
of Agriculture has launched its website 
and a local plants database mobile ap-
plication on November 15.

“Information Technology (IT) has 
made its way into the agricultural sector 
with positive results like improved plan-
ning and decision making, community 
involvement, agricultural breakthroughs 
and strategic market linkages,” said 
Tontiliba Longkumer, Director of IT & 
C, who officially launched the website 
and mobile app at the Directorate of  
Agriculture in Kohima.

Longkumer stated that the potential 
of Information Technology (IT) for ag-
riculture can be assessed broadly under 
two heads: as a tool for direct contribu-
tion to agricultural productivity, and as 
an indirect tool for empowering farmers 
to take informed and quality decisions 
which will have positive impact on the 
way agriculture and allied activities are 
conducted. 

He pointed out that ‘precision 
farming,’ which is popular in devel-
oped countries, extensively uses IT to 
improve agricultural productivity. The 
official went on to explain that the 
techniques of  remote sensing using 
satellite technologies, geographical 
information systems, and agronomy 
and soil sciences are used to increase 
agricultural output.

He also observed that the indirect 
benefits of IT in empowering farmers 
are significant yet they remain to be 
exploited. With the farming commu-
nity presently depending on informa-
tion from conventional sources which 
are slow and unreliable, Longkumer 
maintained that the need of the hour is 
timely and reliable sources of informa-
tion inputs for taking right decisions.

While lauding the agriculture de-
partment for having been in the fore-

front in usage of Information Commu-
nication Technology (ICT) to reach out 
to farmers and the masses even in the 
past through AGRISNET, AGMARK 
etc., the IT official expressed hope that 
the department would continue on the 
same strength and enable the people of  
Nagaland to open their minds to the 
endless possibilities that technological 
advancement can bring to agriculture 
and make the State a truly successful 
agriculture driven economy.

Director of Agriculture, Helie Ru-
preo, in his brief address, highlighted 
that the department website was not 
just to make the department’s informa-
tion available to the people but also to 
maintain accountability and transpar-
ency. Now that the website has been 
launched successfully with the help 
of IT department, he called upon all 
the staff  to responsibly make use of  
what has been developed, to serve the 
people better.

During the programme, the devel-

oper of  the website and mobile app, 
Purlemba, an engineer of  the IT&C, 
demonstrated on how to use the IT 
platforms.

The newly launched website, www.
agriculture.nagaland.gov.in, hosted at 
the State Data Centre, contains various 
sections including dept. notifications, 
activities, information on laboratories 
and institutions under the department, 
downloadable reports, journals and 
forms etc. The website also has dis-
ability features as made required by 
the Ministry. 

On the other hand, the mobile ap-
plication- ‘Nagaland Local Plants’- is a 
dedicated native standalone Android 
application which is aimed at help-
ing users identify local plants (crops 
and seeds, vegetables and medicinal 
plants and herbs commonly used in 
Nagaland), their names (both scientific 
and local), and learn the package of  
practice. The application will be avail-
able on Google Playstore for Android 
users. 

It was also informed that the ap-
plication is both online and offline 
enabled, although, with internet, addi-
tional information can be accessed. 

Interacting with media persons, 
agriculture department officials said the 
department is collaborating with IT&C 
to launch more applications which 
would provide direct service to farm-
ers as well as amateur gardeners. They 
informed that awareness programmes 
for farmers on usage of the applications 
were also being planned.

When asked about connectivity 
issues which the state constantly faces, 
IT&C Director informed that coordina-
tion was being made with the BSNL 
and that currently, connectivity has 
improved.

Following the launching pro-
gramme, a day-long state level training 
on Ninth Input Survey 2016-17 was 
held in the premises of the directorate 
office.

Dimapur, Nov. 15 (EMN): 
Lok Sabha MP, Neiphiu 
Rio, today flagged off  the 
Assam Rifles Sardar Val-
labh Bhai Patel Unity and 
Heritage tri-nation mo-
torcycle expedition at 32 
Assam Rifles HQs ground, 
Dimapur.

Delivering his address 
at the function, Rio said 
that peace is not only the 
absence of  conflict, but 
maintaining harmony 
amongst the communities. 
He has lauded the organis-
ers of  the tri-nation tour to 
bring unity and foster peace 
and harmony in the region 
particularly the North east-
ern states saying it has sent 
a very good message.

While rueing that most 
areas in the region were de-
clared “disturbed” with the 
imposition of  the Armed 
Forces Special Powers Act, 
the MP stated that, of  late, 
things are getting better. 
He said the armed forces 
have now come to realise 
their social responsibility 

not only during conflict 
but also in guarding and 
maintaining law and order 
and in fostering peace. 

“We hope this condu-
cive atmosphere will con-
tinue and that the Naga 
political issue will be solved 
soon so that we will have 
real peace in the land,” 
Rio said.

Lauding the Assam Ri-
fles for doing a commend-
able job, the chief  guest 
congratulated the motor-
cycle expedition for its suc-
cess in covering about 1800 
kms out of  a total of  2150 
kms and hoped that the 
Assam Rifles will continue 
to propagate peace, unity 
and harmony amongst the 
people. 

Giving a brief  report 
about the expedition, the 
team leader, Col. Praty-
ush Kumar Singh Gaur, 
Commandant of  46 Assam 
Rifles, Aizawl, informed 
that the team consists of  
33 personnel selected from 
various units of  the As-

sam Rifles. He stated that 
the response from all the 
places they visited was “en-
couraging” especially the 
ex-servicemen and war 
widows. He recalled their 
meeting with the war vet-
erans in Bangladesh, be-
sides participating in social 
activities with the NCC 
cadets, youth and students 
in various states.

“We are hopeful that 
we have been able to con-
vey the theme of  our ex-
pedition to them – that is 
unity and pride in our na-
tional heritage,” Col Gaur 
stated.

It may be mentioned 
that the Sardar Vallabh 
Bhai Patel Unity & Herit-
age Motorcycle expedition 
across 6 (six) Northeastern 
States of  India, Myanmar, 
Bangladesh is a tri-nation 
expedit ion covering a 
distance of  2150 kms on 
motorcycles. It aimed at 
spreading the message of  
peace and unity, national 
integration in India besides 

enhancing cultural and 
social awareness and to 
reach-out to Ex-Service-
men, and war widows of  
the Northeastern states. 

It was flagged off  on 
October 30 from Shillong 
by the Meghalaya Gov-
ernor, Ganga Prasad and 
Lt. Gen. Shokin Chauhan, 
DGAR.

The expedition was con-
ceptualised by the Assam 
Rifles to commemorate the 
142nd birth anniversary of  
Sardar Vallabh Bhai Patel, 
popularly known as the 
“Iron Man of  India” for 
his totally uncompromising 
commitment to national in-
tegration. He is also called 
the “Unifier of  India.” 

Upon their arrival, the 
chief  guest was introduced 
to the members of  the ex-
pedition. The motorcy-
clists would proceed to 
Guwahati from where they 
would further proceed to 
Haflong, Silchar and finally 
culminate at Shillong on 
November 22.

Our Correspondent
Kohima, Nov. 15 (EMN): 
‘Zoommax 2017,’ the ninth 
edition of  the annual man-
agement fest organised by 
School of  Management 
Studies (SMS), Nagaland 
University, on the theme 
‘Reaching out the inner 
you’ got underway at State 
Academy Hall, Kohima, 
on Wednesday.

T Kiusumong Tikhir, 
Additional Deputy Com-

missioner, Kohima, and 
the chief  guest for the inau-
gural session, encouraged 
the students to focus on 
private sector jobs rather 
than depending on the gov-
ernment job stating that job 
opportunity in the govern-
ment has reached a satura-
tion point.

He has advised the stu-
dents to change their men-
tality by venturing into pri-
vate enterprise rather than 

look into government job.
Stating that core human 

values are the pillar of  our 
society, Tikhir called upon 
the students to be integrated 
with human values along 
with the education. He also 
encouraged the students to 
take part in extracurricular 
activities as it would hone 
their leadership skills. He 
hoped that the students will 
learn something new in the 
fest that will be helpful in 

their life.
Mhasilie Sirie, con-

venor, speaking about 
Zoommax said it was a 
non-profit festival with the 
objective to offer a plat-
form for the students to 
explore and express their 
talents and skills in various 
fields of  events.

The festival is a plat-
form for the management 
students to put classroom 
learning into practice to 

Staff Reporter 
Dimapur, Nov. 15 (EMN): 
Parliamentary Secretary of  
Information and Technol-
ogy, Dr. I Longriniken, 
has urged the veterinarians 
in the State to evolve new 
strategy in order to produce 
surplus meat in order to up-
lift the State economy.   

Speaking at the two-
day orientation programme 
cum 18th general confer-
ence of  the Nagaland Vet-
erinary Field Assistants’ 
Association (NVFAA) at 
Dimapur Town Hall on 
November 15, the legislator 
urged the veterinary profes-
sionals not to be satisfied 
with getting a good govern-
ment job but rather venture 
out and create job avenues 
for the unskilled and the 
unemployed youth. 

With high demand for 
meat product in the State, 
he said there is sufficient 
scope for livestock entre-
preneurs. Dr. Longriniken 
opined that there is a huge 

gap between the market 
demand and the availability 
of  the livestock products. 
He, therefore, called on 
the veterinarians to take up 
the challenge and take up 
the responsibility to fill up 
the gap.    

The legislator also ap-
pealed the department to 
provide basic needs to the 
para veterinarians who are 
engaged in the field.    

Deputy Director of  
Veterinary and Animal 
Husbandry, Dr. Kuokehebi 
Gwirie, in his keynote ad-
dress, informed that as per 
the sample survey report of  
2015-16, the State produced 
52% of  the total require-
ment worth of INR 1116.40 
crore leaving a shortfall 
of  48% which amounts to 
INR 817.53 crore. For the 
shortfall, the State has to 
import animal husbandry 
products worth INR 212.98 
crore, said Dr. Gwirie.          

Dr. Gwirie stated that 
it is the mandate of  the 

government of  India to 
update the veterinarian and 
para-veterinarian with latest 
know-how adding it is the 
role of  the veterinarian and 
para-veterinarian to correct 
diagnosis and provide the 
correct line of  treatment 
and follow up on livestock. 
Traditionally, he said ‘we 
are animal rearer but never 
into commercial level of  
farming where profit loss 
are not much of  a con-
cern’. 

With mounting pres-
sure on the veterinarian pro-
fession, Dr. Gwirie assured 
to concentrate on regular 
refresher trainings, routine 
collection of  samples to 
keep check on diseases and 
vaccination at farmers’ door 
steps.  

The two-day event was 
sponsored by Department 
of  Animal Husbandry 
and Veterinary Services 
for training and capacity 
building under National 
Livestock Mission, GOI.

Dimapur, Nov. 15 (EMN): 
Parliamentary Secretary of  
Land Resources and Ex-
cise, BS Nganlang Phom, 
inaugurated the State stall 
at Hangars Hall No.15 
Pragat i  Maidan,  New 
Delhi, at the ongoing 37th 
India International Trade 
Fair (IITF).

The legislator has con-
gratulated the Director of  
Nagaland stall and Addi-
tional Director of  Industry, 
Er. S Temslong Jamir, and 
the participating entrepre-
neurs from the State. He 
has encouraged the partici-
pants to give their best as 
they would be showcasing 
the State product at the 
International staget.

President of  India, 

Ram Nath Kovind, in-
augurate the 37th India 
International Trade Fair 
(IITF) on November 14 at 
10 a.m. at Hamsadhwani 
Theatre, Pragati Maidan, 
New Delhi, while Suresh 
Prabhu, Union Minister 
of  Commerce & Indus-
try, presided over the pro-
gramme.

A press release issued 
by Kuolei Mere, PRO Na-
galand House, New Delhi, 
stated that altogether 24 
entrepreneurs from the 
State are taking part in 
the ongoing trade fair to 
promote and showcase the 
State product at the fair 
which would culminate on 
November 27.

This year around 3000 

exhibitors including 222 
companies from abroad 
are participating at the 
IITF 2017. A total 32 of  
India states and union ter-
ritories are also participat-
ing in the trade fair. The 
Government of  India’s key 
initiative for this year are 
‘Make in India,’ ‘Digital 
India,’ ‘Skill India,’ ‘Smart 
Cities.’ The trade fair this 
year is being held on the 
theme “Start up India.”

The Parliamentary Sec-
retary was accompanied 
by PRC Nagaland House, 
Jyoti Kalash, State stall 
director Er. S Temslong 
Jamir, Nagaland State Em-
porium Manager Tekatem-
su Ao, and Kuolie Mere, 
PRO Nagaland House.

Mokokchung, Nov. 15 
(EMN): Jubilee Memorial 
College, Mokokchung, kick 
started its college week with 
the cultural day celebration 
at Ongpangkong Salang on 
November 13.

The cultural day was 
graced by president of  
Ao Students’ Conference 
(AKM), Imkongwati, as the 
chief guest. Addressing the 
gathering, he encouraged 
the students to celebrate and 
share the diverse cultures 
among themselves.

He said such event 
should be a time to share 
and learn and not be con-
fined to competitions alone. 
He also stressed on the mis-
use of  social media and 

Dimapur, Nov 15 (EMN): 
Department of  Legal Me-
trology & Consumer Pro-
tection, Phek division, in 
collaboration with Phek 
District Legal Services 
Authority (PDLSA) held 
a consumer awareness 
programme on the theme 
“Rights and responsibili-
ties” at Chozuba town on 
November 14.

Japheth Woch, ADC 
Chozuba and the chief  
guest, elaborated that con-
sumers should know their 
rights and responsibilities 
especially in dealing with 
the traders and service pro-
viders in this technological 
age. He also encouraged 
the consumers to exercise 
their rights in the right way 
and not be misused. 

Resource person of  
the seminar PDLSA panel 

advised the students to use 
social media in a construc-
tive way.

The cultural day saw 
competitions in three cat-
egories namely folk fusion 

song, folklore drama and 
handicraft exhibition. The 
week-long event would in-

clude cultural day, literary 
day and sports. It would cul-
minate on November 17.

lawyer and advocate, Shek-
hotso Rokha, spoke on the 
theme ‘Rights and respon-
sibilities of  consumers.’ 
He has explained in detail 
on ‘Who is a consumer?’ 
and ‘What should a con-
sumer do when he or she 

is cheated by the traders or 
services providers?’ He also 
enlightened about the ways 
and remedies as to how a 
consumer should complain 
against such malpractices 
by the traders or service 
providers.

The seminar was at-
tended by students, NGOs, 
GBs, business inion, teach-
ers and other invitees of  
Chozuba town. Visedenuo 
Sothu chaired the function 
and the objective of  the 
seminar was delivered by 

Shiekhozo, Assistant Con-
troller of  Legal Metrology 
and Consumer Protection, 
Phek. 

The programme ended 
with concluding remarks 
delivered by Nikesono of  
LM&CP, Phek.

hone management skills 
through real-time event 
management said Sirie.

He said the theme was 
based on the idea that peo-
ple who have skills and 
talents, but are unable to 
explore in the society un-
til and unless someone 
reaches to them. He said 
Zoommax was aimed at 
reaching out for such tal-
ents by providing a plat-
form to explore and built 
between the students and 
their talents.

The three-day inter-
college fest will see stu-
dents competing in various 
literary and cultural events 
such as seminar, debate, 
mock interview, panel dis-
cussion, Mr. & Miss Zoom-
max, extempore speech, 
beat contest etc.

The inaugural session 
was followed by debate, 
essay writing, biz quiz, 
singing (solo), mad ads, 
and submission of  business 
plan on day-1.
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Biren Singh announces Rs. 325 cr. 
development package for two districts

Assam govt. plans more 
concessions for industries

Centre must resume 
talks with outfits using 
B’desh soil — Sarkar

President to visit Assam, 
Arunachal, Manipur

VAT exemptions cost Mizoram govt. Rs 4.45 crore

Sonowal calls for promoting Sanskrit on a wider scale

No report of any illegal 
immigrants entering 
Mizoram— Minister

NHRC notice to Assam on harassment of people

Garos threaten massive agitation for ‘Garoland’

Two-day national seminar on promoting business in NE underway at Imphal

Assamese film on 
witch-hunting 
premieres at kiff

Our Correspondent
Imphal, Nov. 15 (EMN): 
Manipur Chief Minister N 
Biren Singh on Wednesday 
announced a Rs. 325 crore 
development package for 
Tamenglong and Noney 
districts during his maiden 
visit to Tamenglong district 
headquarters,150km west 
of  Imphal, after becoming 
the Chief  Minister of  the 
state.

Addressing a huge public 
gathering at Tamenglong 
lower  g round ,  Ch ie f  
Minister Biren said the 
package for development of  
the said districts include FCI 
Godown, Kaiphundai to 
Tousem road construction, 
w a t e r  s u p p l y,  r u r a l 
electrification, schemes for 
differently-able persons and 
widows,  women’s market 
complex etc.

Expressing concern for 
the lack of  drinking water 
supply facilities in the 
district, he pointed out the 
need to construction of road 

from Kaiphundai to Tousem 
headquarters besides taking 
up Tamenglong-Haflong 
Road construction projects 
in the near future. 

Stating his government 

i s  c o m m i t t e d  t o  t h e 
transparency by opening 
a  g r ievances  ce l l ,  he 
a l s o  h i g h l i g h t e d  t h e 
government’s move to 
electrify villages with LED 

Bulbs by 2018. 
He then appealed the 

government servants to stay 
at their posting station for 
which a transit hostel will be 
constructed soon for those 

staffs who find difficulties in 
finding a home-stay in the 
hills district.

The chief  minister 
who was accompanied by 
Deputy chief  minister Y 
Joykumar and his council of  
ministers also inaugurated 
the much awaited 50 bedded 
Ta m e n g l o n g  D i s t r i c t 
Hospital at Duigailong 
besides laying foundation 
stone for the construction 
of  a 5000 MT capacity 
FCI Godown and women’s 
market shed in the name 
of Rani Gaidinliu near the 
PWD Inspection Bungalow.

He also informed that 
the central has agreed to 
sanction Rs. 25,000 crore 
for the Road Development 
under the Act East Policy of  
PM Narendra Modi which 
will cover Tamenglong 
District.

To  exper ience  the 
difficulties faced by the 
people of Tamenglong and 
Noney districts, Biren and 
council of  ministers drove 

down to hilly terrain of  
Tamenglong districts via 
Noney district headquarters 
along the popular Imphal-
Jiribam sector of  National 
Highway 37 to  reach 
Tamenglong town this 
morning where they were 
accorded a warm reception 
by a large people with 
traditional dances and 
songs.

Earlier in his Ukhrul visit 
on April 11, he announced a 
package of  Rs 201 crore 
worth development projects. 
Biren had also already 
announced Rs 202 crores 
for development packages 
for Senapati district, Rs 
185 crores for Kangpokpi 
and Rs 300 crores for 
C h u r a c h a n d p u r  a n d 
Pherzawl districts.

After the day’s public 
meeting the chief  minister 
and his team also held a 
cabinet meeting at Deputy 
Commissioner’s bungalow 
prior to their return to Imphal 
journey by a helicopter.

G u wa h a t i ,  N o v.  1 5 
( I A N S ) :  T h e  A s s a m 
government,  which is 
a i m i n g  t o  t r a n s f o r m 
Guwahati into a gateway to 
South East Asia, is working 
on ways to provide “more 
industrial concessions” 
from its own resources to 
woo investors to the state, 
a minister said.

The state government 
is expected to come out 
with a definite policy 
on the  mat ter  dur ing 
the upcoming “Global 
Investors’ Summit” to be 
held here in the first week 
of  February next year.

“We are thinking to 
provide more industrial 
concessions from own 
resources. The concessions 
will be in addition to what 
the Centre is providing. 
We have been conducting 
meetings to weigh whether 
we can go little beyond the 
policies announced by the 
Government of  India.

“ W e  a r e  a l s o 
discussing whether the 
state can provide interest 
subventions and others,” 
state’s Finance Minister 
Himanta Biswa Sarma said 
on Tuesday evening.

T h e  s t a t e  w o u l d 
a n n o u n c e  s e v e r a l 
initiatives at the upcoming 
investment conclave, he 

said, adding that hopefully, 
“by the time conclave 
commences,  the s tate 
would be able to put forth 
a definite policy” before 
the industries.

Inaugurating FMCG 
company Emami’s third 
manufacturing plant at 
Pacharia in Kamrup district 
on Tuesday, Chief  Minister 
Sarbananda Sonowal said 
the north-eastern state had 
geared up to become the 
gateway of  South East 
Asia.

“With open mind and 
hand, we are ready to 
cooperate with investors. 
We are aiming to make 
Guwahati the gateway 
o f  S o u t h  E a s t  A s i a . 
The state has already 
started to strengthen its 
infrastructure, so that we 
can accommodate all in 
Guwahati. We have even 
extended the state capital 
region, so that businesses 
can run their business 
activities from here,” he 
said. 

The government had 
proposed to the Centre 
to extend the Regional 
Air Connectivity scheme 
to  ASEAN count r i e s 
because capitals of  these 
countries are within two 
hours of  flying time from 
Guwahati.

Agartala, Nov. 15 (PTI): 
Tripura Chief  Minister 
Manik Sarkar has urged 
the Centre to restart peace 
dialogue with the insurgent 
outfits who have their 
hideouts in neighbouring 
Bangladesh.

Following the requests 
from the insurgent outfit, 
National Liberation Front 
of  Tripura (NLFT), the 
central government held 
three rounds of  tripartite 
talks with the outfit and the 
state government,” Sarkar 
said.

But for the last couple 
o f  m o n t h s ,  n o  s u c h 
dialogues took place, he 
added.

“So, I would request 
the central government 
to restart the dialogue for 
peace in the state,” Sarkar 
told the assembly last 
evening.

H e  s a i d  t h e  s t a t e 
government has intelligence 
inputs  that  the ter ror 
outfit, which is still using 
the soil of  Bangladesh, 
would support a non-left 
political party, Indigenous 
People s Front of  Tripura 
(IPFT), if  it contested in 
the next assembly elections 
scheduled to be held in 

February next year.
Peace and tranquillity 

was established in the state 
after many decades of  
insurgency and it would 
be disastrous for the state 
if  NLFT supported IPFT 
in the next elections,” he 
added.

The IPFT had been 
c a m p a i g n i n g  f o r  a 
s e p a r a t e  s t a t e  s i n c e 
2009 by carving out the 
Tr ipura  Tr iba l  Areas 
Autonomous  Dis t r i c t 
C o u n c i l  ( T TA A D C ) , 
which constitutes two-
thirds of  the state territory 
and the home to the tribals 
who form a third of  the 
state’s population.

Sarkar, who is also 
the Home Minister of  the 
state, said former chief  of  
banned All Tripura Tiger 
Force (ATTF), Ranjjit 
Debbarma was arrested 
f rom Khowai  d is t r ic t 
recently for delivering 
sedit ious lecture in a 
public meeting. Debbarma 
was pushed back from 
Bangladesh in 2012 by that 
country’s authorities and 
was arrested by the state 
police subsequently. 

He was granted bail by 
a court in 2015.

Guwahati, Nov. 15 (IANS): President Ram Nath 
Kovind will embark on a four-day visit to the 
north-eastern states of Assam, Arunachal Pradesh 
and Manipur from November 19. This will be 
Kovind’s first visit to the northeast after becoming 
the President, an official statement said.

While the President will participate in 
the valedictory function of  the completion of  
Vivekananda Kendra at Itanagar on November 
19, he will dedicate the new legislative assembly 
of Arunachal Pradesh to the people the same day.

The President is scheduled to address the 
legislators at a special session of the Arunachal 
Pradesh Assembly. 

The next day, he will attend the closing 
ceremony of the Namami Barak festival at Silchar 
in Assam and a civic reception at Guwahati 
organised by Gauhati University.

The President will go to Manipur on 
November 21 and inaugurate the North East 
Development Summit and the annual Manipur 
Sangai festival. Kovind is expected to visit the 
INA War Memorial at Moirang on November 22 
before returning to Delhi.

Aizawl, Nov. 15 (PTI): Six companies 
were exempted from paying Value Added 
Tax (VAT) due to which the Mizoram 
government lost over Rs 4.45 crore during 
2012-2017, state Taxation Minister 
Lalsawta today told the Assembly today.

Replying to questions from Dr K 
Beichhua and Lalruatkima of the Mizo 
National Front (MNF), Lalsawta said 15 
firms had applied for VAT exemption, of  
which six firms were granted the benefits.

He said four per cent VAT exemption 
to the tune of Rs 2.93 crore was allowed for 

Rural Electricity Distribution Backbone 
(REDB) Project under the state Power and 
Electricity department during 2016-2017.

Aizawl-based North East Consultancy 
Services (NECS) was also exempted VAT 
to the tune of Rs 1.26 crore, he said.

Other firms who were exempted 
from paying VAT were Champhai Grape 
Growers Society, Hnahlan Grape Growers 
Society, contractors executing the Greater 
Khawzawl Water Supply Scheme and 
contractor of  the Pilot Project Schemes 
under the Rajiv Awas Yojana.

Nalbari (Assam), Nov 15 (PTI) 
Assam Chief Minister Sarbananda 
Sonowal today called for promoting 
Sanskrit language on a wider scale 
and make the young generation 
aware about its rich legacy and 
contribution towards the intellectual 
resurgence of the country.

Kumar Bhaskar Varma Sanskrit 
and Ancient Studies University 

would have to play a pivotal role 
in this regard, said Sonowal, 
taking part as chief  guest in the 
foundation day celebration of the 
University here.The chief minister 
also urged the university authorities 
to concentrate more on research to 
open new frontiers of  knowledge 
on Sanskrit language to the world 
community.

“The new generation would 
be more interested towards this 
language only when its significance 
a n d  i m p o r t a n c e  a r e  we l l 
demonstrated to them. Sanskrit 
language has greatly enriched 
Indian history and its intellectual 
development,” Sonowal said.

The young generation must be 
informed about the contribution 

of this language to the growth of  
the nation and for this purpose, a 
synergistic approach is required to 
be taken, Sonowal said Assuring 
to provide all necessary support 
for construction of  a state-of-the-
art auditorium in the University, 
he urged the university authorities 
to organise more international 
seminars to popularise the language.

Aizawl, Nov. 15 (PTI): No illegal settlers 
from neighbouring countries have been 
detected in Mizoram since 2012 till 
date, state Home minister R Lalzirliana 
informed the Assembly today.

Replying to a query from Lalruatkima 
of  the opposition Mizo National Front 
(MNF), Lalzirliana said that no reports of  
illegal immigrants entering Mizoram and 
settling down here have been received by 
the government.

Central para-military forces were 
deployed to guard the international 
borders, he said, adding that while 
Mizoram-Myanmar border areas were 
guarded by the Assam Rifles, and Border 
Security Force (BSF) personnel were 
deployed along the Mizoram-Bangladesh 
border. 

He said that Mizoram has 722 
kilometre long international border with 
Myanmar (404 km) and Bangladesh (318 
km).

New Delhi, Nov. 15 (IANS): The 
National Human Rights Commission 
(NHRC) on Wednesday issued notice to 
the Assam government over allegations 
of harassment of people in the name of  
verification of their nationality.

Taking sou motu cognisance of  
media reports, the commission said 
that due to illegal immigration from 
Bangladesh, the people of  Bengali 
origin have been under scanner for 
years and the Assam government has 
set up Foreigners’ Tribunals to deal 
with doubtful cases.

The Commission said that there 
are detention centres in Assam, where 
the people under scanner are lodged 
in two categories, Bangladeshis and D 
(Doubtful)-Voters.

In many cases, a person declared 
an Indian citizen is again served notice 

by the police.
The Commission made it clear that 

the steps taken to identify suspected 
cases of illegal immigration and setting 
up of Foreigners’ Tribunals is a policy 
perspective of the government and it 
would not like to intervene into the 
matter.

“But the allegations that in the 
name of verification, the poor people 
are being subjected to harassment and 
humiliation is a matter of  concern 
for the Commission, as it amounts 
to violation of  right to equality and 
dignity of the innocent victims,” said 
the commission in a statement.

The Commission said it has also 
learnt that at the time of hearing, the 
subjects are not allowed to wear their 
shoes and they have to enter barefoot, 
inside the Court, while the government 

officers and advocates are exempted.
“A specific case of  one Moinal 

Molla has been mentioned in the media 
report. His parents, wife, children, 
brother and rest of  the family are 
Indians and still his citizenship was 
rejected by the authorities,” said the 
commission, adding that he has spent 
more than two years at a detention 
centre. 

It was only after intervention by 
the apex court that justice was done in 
his case. 

“As mentioned in the report, there 
are 89,395 people estimated as illegal 
immigrants in Assam till August 
2017 and currently there are more 
than 2,000 people languishing in the 
detention centres, across the State, 
who are, allegedly, being subjected to 
discrimination,” said the commission.

Tura (Meghalaya), Nov. 15 (IANS): 
The Garo Hills State Movement 
Committee (GHSMC) on Wednesday 
threatened to launch a “massive 
democratic agitation” to put pressure 
on the central and state governments 
to set up a Garoland, to be carved 
out of  Garo areas in Assam and 
Meghalaya.

The GHSMC -- a conglomeration 
of several Garo organisations including 
the Garo National Council (GNC), 
a regional political party -- said their 
demand was on the linguistic lines of  
the States Reorganisations Act, 1956.

“The demand for creation of  
Garoland has been a long-standing 
demand of the Garo people. We will 
continue to go to the people and explain 

to them on the need of a separate state,” 
GHSMC Chairman Nikman Marak 
told IANS on the sidelines of a public 
rally seeking Garoland. 

Over a thousand people from the 
five districts of Garo Hills attended the 
“Mega Garoland Rally”. 

“If the state government is willing, 
they can take up the issue with the 
Centre and help us to achieve our goal 
of a Garoland state. We will not sit idle 
and will launch a massive democratic 
agitation to press the government to 
create a separate Garoland,” Marak 
said. 

On August, the GSHMC had 
submitted a memorandum to President 
Ramnath Kovind, Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi, Home Minister 

Rajnath Singh and others to demand 
the creation of a Garoland. 

Meghalaya became an autonomous 
state in 1971 and a full-fledged state in 
1972.

The GNC, one of  the oldest 
regional political parties, has been 
demanding creation of Garoland for 
over two decades. 

However, it does not have any 
representatives in the 60-member 
Meghalaya Assembly. It has three 
members in the Garo Hills Autonomous 
District Council. 

On March 18, 2014, the Meghalaya 
Assembly had rejected a resolution for 
the creation of a separate “Garoland” 
state in Garo Hills in the western part 
of the state.

Our Correspondent
Imphal, Nov. 15 (EMN): Governor 
of Manipur Dr Najma Heptulla said 
that the land of Manipur is very fertile 
not only in biodiversity but for future 
development of  the youths which is 
why she is totally involved with the 
young children and youths of the state.

She stated this while inaugurating 
the two-Day National Conference on 
‘Promoting Business Opportunities in 
North Eastern India and India’s Act 
East Policy’ Wed. at the Centenary 
Hall of Manipur University.

T H e  c o n f e r e n c e  i s  b e i n g 
organised by the Manipur Institute 
of  Management Studies, Manipur 
University in collaboration with 
Centre for Global Management 
and Responsible Leadership, XLRI, 
Jamshedpur. 

Dr Heptulla while addressing the 

gathering said that the Prime Minister 
of India is sincerely concerned about 
the issue of backwardness in the NE 
region. His look east policy includes 
work east policy. Clarifying on the 
notion that the government has never 
been bothered about the NE Region, 
she said the problem is the distance 
(accessibility) from the rest of  the 
country.

Dr Heptulla said after taking charge 
of the State her first suggestion was to 
improve the conditions in the hill region 
as many areas lack basic infrastructures 
including medical facilities. 

Due to difficult terrains, doctors 
and medical staffs are unable to provide 
even the basic medical facilities. 
Villagers residing in remote areas are 
also unable to reach to the nearest 
medical facility due to lack of transport 
facilities including bad road conditions.

Deeply concerned about the issue, 
the Governor had also requested the 
Prime Minister for ‘flying doctors’ to 
treat the people and the proposal was 
accepted by Prime Minister and NE 
council accepted for flying doctors.

She said that she is pleased to 
learn that since its inception in the 
year 1995, the Manipur Institute 
of  Management Studies has been 
imparting management education in 
the region and striving for growth with 
quality. 

The governor also said that the 
Manipur Institute of  Management 
Studies is a fast growing Institute 
with a mission to instill potential and 
practicing managers with analytical 
skills, leadership qualities, achievement 
motives and a vision, all so crucial to 
the steering of enterprises. 

She expressed her belief that policy 

makers, researchers and practitioners 
from different parts of  the country 
participating in the Conference will 
explore ways and means to promote 
business opportunities in the North 
Eastern States. The abundance of  
natural resources in the region presents 
a huge investment opportunities and 
growth of  enterprise in the region. 
However, the region is facing 
innumerable challenges like sustained 
conflicts, geographical isolation, 
militarization and migration, lack of  
economic and social development 
which has led to a drying up of  
industries and investments in the 
region.

The Act East Policy of  the 
Government of  India is opening up 
many opportunities in this part of the 
country. Apart from the commitment 
of  the central and state government, 

the capacity building needs of  the 
people in the region have to be 
acknowledged and addressed, siad 
the governor.

After discussion with Prime 
Minister on skill development called 
the Livelihood Programme, Workshop 
on skill development has been 
organised at the Raj Bhavan, Imphal 
in collaboration with the Central 
Ministry, she also announced that a 
livelihood mission project has been 
approved by the state government 
which will be launched soon. Manipur 
is a powerhouse of  energy and have 
enough people to be developed and 
trained in small scale industries in 
organic farming. 

Of late, great initiatives have also 
been taken up by the Government of  
India with regard to the Act East Policy 
which includes tri-lateral highways 

passing through Imphal and connecting 
to ASEAN countries, railway lines 
up to the border town of  Manipur, 
bilateral and multilateral agreements 
with the ASEAN member countries, 
trade negotiations and many more. 
However, few issues and challenges 
too need to be focused and they are 
law and order, political will, internal 
conflicts, physical infrastructure like 
road, telecommunication, banking and 
so on, she added.  

Terming the conference as a 
platform for policy makers, researchers 
and practitioners to present their 
understanding on how business 
opportunities can be promoted in the 
region, she conveyed her confidence 
on the practitioners and experts will 
present papers for deliberation on 
how business opportunities could be 
promoted in the region. 

Kolkata, Nov. 15 (PTI): 
Assamese feature film 
‘Ishu’, premiered at the 
23rd Kolkata International 
Film Festival (KIFF) as 
part of  the Competition 
section in Indian Language 
films, brings into focus the 
medieval practice of  witch 
hunting in the country.

D i r e c t o r  U t p a l 
Borpujari said, “Ishu is 
a children’s feature film 
which deals with the subject 
purely from a child’s point 
of  view..

“In Assam, it usually 
happens in rural areas. 
Either they beat up people 
and throw them out or they 
just kill, many a times by 
beheading,” Borpujari said.

‘Ishu’ is Borpujari’s 
debut feature film.

He said in most cases, a 
woman is branded a witch 
for reasons like grabbing 
the land and if  she happens 
to be a young widow, then 
there is sexual assault as 
well.

‘Ishu’, produced by 
Children’s Film Society, 
has been shot in remote 
tribal hamlets of  the state, 
Borpujari said.

B o r p u j a r i  i s  a l s o 
a film critic and former 
journalist having worked 
wi th  d i f f e ren t  med ia 
organisations.

He said the government, 
different political parties 
and student bodies were 
creating awareness about 
the social evil constantly.

Referring to the story 

line, Borpujari said, the 
film centres around the 
world of  young Ishu, his 
pet dog Bhalu, his friends 
and ‘Ambika aunty’.

However, his world 
turns topsy turvy when 
Ambika is branded a witch, 
beaten up and goes missing.

“My f i lm l ike  the 
l i terary work sees the 
happenings from the child’s 
point of  view. And if  you 
see from a child’s point 
of  view, you can get an 
unbiased view,” he said.

Ishu was premiered at 
KIFF on Sunday. 

I s h u  i s  b a s e d  o n 
r e n ow n e d  A s s a m e s e 
w r i t e r  M a n i k u n t a l a 
Bhattacharjya’s popular 
novel of  the same name 
and was screened in Indian 
Language section. Its cast 
include Kapil Garo, Bishnu 
Khargoria, Leishangthem 
Devi, Chetana Das among 
others.

Borpujari, who had 
previously made several 
d o c u m e n t a r y  f i m s , 
complimented the KIFF 
authorities for introducing 
the ‘Rare Language Indian 
Films’ category where 
eight films in Garo, Boro, 
Chakma, Dogri, Konkani, 
Kodava,  Maithi l i  and 
Khasi were screened.

The films from different 
Northeastern states in their 
own dialects project the 
unique lifestyle and culture 
of  the people of  the region 
and should reach out to 
bigger audiences, he said.

EM Images

Manipur Chief Minister N Biren singh addressing a public meeting  during his maiden visit at Tamenglong 
district headquarters on Wednesday.
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Pakon Phom with Fisheries department officers after inaugurating the fish retailer outlet constructing of Fish market in Tuensang on November 15.

Government wants new MRP 
on 200 goods amid GST change

Sensex slides for 3rd day, 
trade deficit sparks worries

Gionee India 
unveils bezel-
less ‘M7 Power’ 
at Rs 16,999

US dollar 
ends cheaper 
against rupee

Fish retailer outlet construction inaugurated 

Dimapur, Nov. 15 (EMN): 
SDO (C) and Administra-
tor TTC Pakon Phom on 
Nov. 15 inaugurated the 
RKVY 2016-17 sponsored 
fish retailer outlet con-
struction at Fish Market, 
Tuensang.

During the programme, 
the MoU was also signed 

between SDO (C) and Ad-
ministrator TTC and Fish-
eries department wherein 
it  was mentioned that 
Tuensang Town Council 
(TTC) shall monitor and 
enforce guidelines framed 
by the Fisheries depart-
ment on some terms and 
conditions. 

hich included main-
tenance of  hygienic fish 
Kiosks under congenial en-
vironment, to avoid chemi-
cal contamination of  fish 
(chemical used for pre-
venting fish spoilage), to 
provide good quality fish 
fit for human consump-
tion, to prevent mishan-

dling of  fish, to prevent 
bad/poor packaging that 
leads to spoilage of  fish 
to use the Kiosk solely 
for the purpose of  selling 
fish and not for sale of  
other commodities or any 
other activities. The TTC, 
Tuensang shall exercise 
inherent power to penal-

ize violation of  the above 
guidelines as per custom-
ary law. The maintenance 
of  the fish Kiosk will be 
the sole responsibility of  
the TTC, Tuensang. Rev-
enue generated through 
sale of  fish shall be utilized 
for the maintenance of  the 
fish Kiosk.

New Delhi ,  Nov.  15 
(IANS): With the aim to 
strengthen its position in the 
Indian smartphone market, 
Chinese player Gionee India 
on Wednesday launched 
“M7 Power” for Rs 16,999 
that comes with edge-to-
edge display and a unique 
3D photo feature.

The device with 13MP 
rear camera, 8MP front cam-
era and a massive 5000mAh 
battery will be available 
across retail stores from No-
vember 25.

The 6-inch device can 
be pre-booked on Amazon 
between November 17-No-
vember 24. 

“’M7 Power’ is another 
intuitive product which, in 
the true sense, is a device 
that promises to empower 
users with superior qual-
ity and seamless experience 
with many firsts to its credit 
-- from the 3D photo concept 
to a FullView infinity dis-
play,” David Chang, Global 
Sales Director, Gionee In-
dia, told reporters here.

Chang, who is now lead-
ing the India operations for 
the brand, wants Gionee to 
become one of the top five 
smartphones in the country 
in 2018. The company has a 
customer base of 1.25 crore 
in India with an over 6 per 
cent market share. 

The device is powered 
by Qualcomm Snapdragon 
Octa-core Processor and 
paired with 4GB RAM and 
64GB ROM that is expand-
able up to 256GB. 

Housing Amigo 5.0 (An-
droid 7.1 Nougat) operating 
system, the device allows 
users to split screen, making 
it possible to juggle different 
activities on one screen at 
one time.

“M7 Power” also offers 
Private Space 2.0, fingerprint 
security and app lock to fully 
protect the user’s security.

Gionee India has also 
joined hands with Reliance 
Jio and PayTm for exciting 
offers.  New or existing Jio 
Customers who purchase 
M7 POWER will get 10GB 
data each month, for a pe-
riod of  10 months on any 
data recharge of Rs 309 and 
above.

“Gionee has strategically 
decided to tap on its power 
to create smart products with 
exclusive features, especially 
customised and localised for 
our growing consumer base 
in India,” Chang added.

Mumbai, Nov. 15 (PTI): 
The US dollar ended low-
er against the rupee at Rs 
65.21/22 per dollar but the 
pound sterling finished high-
er at Rs 85.79/81 per pound 
at the close of the Interbank 
Foreign Exchange (forex) 
market here today.

Following are the inter-
bank forex and RBI rates: 

(In Rs per unit) Unit 
Interbank RBI Reference US 
Dollar 65.21/22 US Dollar 
Rs 64.3689 Pound Sterling 
85.79/81 Euro Rs 77.0634 
Euro 77.21/23 Japanese Yen 
(100) 57.

New Delhi ,  Nov.  15 
(IANS): Union Consumer 
Affairs Minister Ram Vi-
las Paswan on Wednesday 
said new Maximum Retail 
Price (MRP) will have to 
be printed on around 200 
consumer products in the 
backdrop of  a change in 
the taxation structure by 
the GST Council on No-
vember 10.

The manufacturers will 
have to fix new stickers of  
reduced MRP along with 
the old MRP to pass on 

the benefits of  reduction 
in the Goods and Services 
Tax (GST) to consumers, 
Paswan said, adding that 
failing to do so will attract 
action.

“ T h o s e  g o o d s  o n 
which GST has been low-
ered will have to be sold 
at new MRP. Benefit has 
to be passed on to custom-
ers. Notification has been 
issued in this regard,” 
Paswan told reporters.

“We have written to 
the Legal Metrology De-

partment to take action 
in case of  non-compli-
ance. Also, consumers can 
lodge complaint through 
National Consumer Hel-
pline.”

The changed tax struc-
ture has been in force from 
Wednesday.

The ministry had made 
a similar move after roll 
out of  GST on July 1 this 
year, with the deadline for 
dual MRP till September 
30, which was later ex-
tended to December 31.

Mumbai, Nov. 15 (PTI): 
Stock investors got increas-
ingly worried about the 
possibility of  fiscal slip-
page as the Sensex plunged 
181 points due to concerns 
over trade deficit that bal-
looned to an almost 3-year 
high.

Lacklustre earnings by 
some blue-chip companies 
left investors disheartened, 
too. “Markets are pric-
ing in the potential for a 
fiscal deficit target being 
pushed higher, with recent 
data showing pressures 
from both weak exports 
as well as high oil prices,” 
said Anand James, Chief  
Market Strategist, Geojit 
Financial Services Ltd.

The opening for the 30-
share Sensex was positive, 
but positivity ended there 
as the index started rolling 

down afterwards. It settled 
at an over three-week low 
of  32,760.44, down 181.43 
points, or 0.55 per cent.

The loss for the Sensex 
read 372.69 points over the 
previous two sessions.

At the close, the NSE 
Nifty was lower by 68.55 
points, or 0.67 per cent, 
at 10,118.05. Intra-day, it 
moved between 10,175.45 
and 10,094. Risk-taking 
took a hit as the country’s 
exports entered negative 
territory after over an year, 
contracting 1.12 per cent 
in October and imports 
surged. This showed up 
in trade deficit, which 
swelled to almost a 3-year 
high of  USD 14 billion last 
month.

A subdued trend in 
Asia and a lower opening 
in Europe, tracking a fall 

in oil prices and doubts 
over US tax reforms, kept 
spirits low.

Today’s decline in the 
benchmarks left investors 
poorer by Rs 1.55 lakh 
crore at Rs 141.73 lakh 
crore.

Foreign portfolio in-
vestors (FPIs) picked up 
shares worth a net Rs 
2,576.98 crore yesterday, 
provisional data showed.

Domestic institutional 
investors (DIIs) sold shares 
worth a net Rs 1.30 crore.

From the Sensex lot, 
Sun Pharma turned red 
the most -- sinking 4.01 
per cent, after the pharma 
major yesterday reported 
a big drop in consolidated 
net profit. Other losers 
included ONGC, Bharti 
Airtel, NTPC, Lupin and 
ITC.
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 Absolute Requirement
After one of the most tumultuous of all terms, the Nagaland 

Legislative Assembly is finally coming to an end as it com-
pletes 5 years. The current 12th Nagaland Legislative Assem-

bly had witnessed three different persons as chief ministers with 
a total of 4 swearing-ins. Unless the Central government, that has 
the power to,  extends the term, it will end by March 2018. The NPF 
party first came to power in 2003 by winning the then elections 
mainly on the plank of the Naga political settlement and had been 
in power for three consecutive terms. In what can be termed as a 
bad timing, the Framework Agreement that was signed between 
the NSCN(IM) and the Government of India happened during this 
term. 

At present the uncertainty of whether a solution will be final-
ised before or after the elections persist at every level of the Naga 
society both within and outside the state. There have been various 
speculations and rumours that are also currently doing the rounds. 
The latest being the probability  of elections not being held if the fi-
nal solution comes before it. It had also evoked various representa-
tions from the present government to the Union leaders to finalise 
it before the elections. One of the ministers of the present govern-
ment also went up to the extent of the need to promulgate Presi-
dent Rule in the state by letting the term of the assembly to lapse. 
His point of view was that elections would divide the people more. 

Whatever the case, it would be unwise not to have an elected 
body of representatives under the constitution it at all a final solu-
tion has to be declared and implemented upon. Without a mandat-
ed body like the Nagaland Legislative Assembly with its 60 MLAs 
and the 2 MPs at the Centre, the question of legitimacy will linger 
on as evident with the increasing number of supposed stakehold-
ers that has recently  increased manifold. Inclusivity is the keyword 
at present and for the sake of permanent peace it is being taken 
into account and explored upon which is appreciable. However, 
inclusivity can never be in totality and those propounding it as a 
possibility needs to be corrected. 

Consequently, the body of representatives and organisations 
that legally have the mandate of the people are even being ques-
tioned due to the sudden spurt of many actors in the arena.  Even 
the apex tribe organisations that traditionally have the mandate of 
the people is also being already questioned for some tribes. The 
unseen powerful lobby within every tribe is quite active at present 
among the tribes. If the solution has to be final with peace as a 
condition then the continued presence of legally mandated bod-
ies like the Nagaland Legislative Assembly and the apex tribe or-
ganisations are a necessity. The decisions by these bodies will be 
unquestionable even by international standards. 

Elections will no doubt divide the people but on the other hand, 
the chances of the next elections being more issue based is certain. 
After 15 years of the NPF rule in the state, the actual election to be 
fought on the Naga political issue has come now only. It actually 
will be the most crucial of all elections in the history of the state 
and cleaner too. An election to be fought on issues and not for the 
benefit of a person, clan, khel, village, region or tribe.

God’s gift of the Holy Spirit in our lives is available to each 
of us today.

In October 1915, during World War I, Oswald Chambers arrived at Zei-
toun Camp, a military training center near Cairo, Egypt, to serve as a 
YMCA chaplain to British Commonwealth soldiers. When he announced 

a weeknight religious service, 400 men packed the large YMCA hut to hear 
Chambers’s talk titled, “What Is the Good of Prayer?” Later, when he spoke 
individually with men who were trying to find God in the midst of war, Os-
wald often quoted Luke 11:13, “If you then, though you are evil, know how 
to give good gifts to your children, how much more will your Father in 
heaven give the Holy Spirit to those who ask him!”

The free gift of God through His Son, Jesus, is forgiveness, hope, and 
His living presence in our lives through the Holy Spirit. “For everyone who 
asks receives; the one who seeks finds; and to the one who knocks, the door 
will be opened” (v. 10). 

On November 15, 1917, Oswald Chambers died unexpectedly from a 
ruptured appendix. To honor him, a soldier led to faith in Christ by Oswald 
purchased a marble carving of a Bible with the message of Luke 11:13 on its 
open page and placed it beside his grave: “How much more will your Father 
in heaven give the Holy Spirit to those who ask Him!” This amazing gift from 
God is available to each of us today.

BIBLE READ:     LUKE 11:5–13

THOUGHT FOR TODAY:
If you then, though you are evil, know how to give good gifts to 
your children, how much more will your Father in heaven give 

the Holy Spirit to those who ask him! - Luke 11:13

DAILY
PATH

How Much More!

If there’s one thing that unites humanity, it’s the call of nature ...

T
he Consumer Protection 
Act, 1986 is the compre-
hensive law which pro-
vides for the better protec-
tion of  the interest of  the 

consumers. Under the Act, consumer 
councils and redressal agencies are es-
tablished for the promotion and pro-
tection of  the rights of  the consumers 
and also for settlement of  consumer 
disputes. The consumer has following 
rights under the Act; right to safety, 
right to be informed, right to choice, 
right to be heard, right to seek redres-
sal and right to consumer education. 

i) Right to safety: the consumers 
have the right to be protected against 
the marketing of  goods and services 
which are hazardous to life and prop-
erty, this right is important for safe 
and secure life. This right includes 
concern for consumer’s long term in-
terest as well as for their present re-
quirement. Sometimes the manufac-
turing defects in pressure cookers, gas 
cylinders may cause loss to life, health 
and property of  customers. This right 
also protects the consumer from sale 
of  such hazardous goods or services. 

ii) Right to be informed: the con-

W
orld Toilet Organi-
zation was founded 
on 19 November 
2001 and the inau-
gural World Toilet 

Summit was held on the same day, 
the first global summit of its kind. 
Recognizing the need for an interna-
tional day to draw global attention to 
the sanitation crisis, World Toilet Day 
was established. NGOs, the private 
sector, civil society organisations and 
the international community joined in 
to mark the global day.

In 2013, a joint initiative between 
the Government of Singapore and 
World Toilet Organization led to Sin-
gapore’s first UN resolution entitled 
“Sanitation for All”, calling for col-
lective action to address the global 
sanitation crisis through the com-
memoration of World Toilet Day. 
The resolution was co-sponsored and 
adopted by 122 countries at the 67th 
session of the UN General Assem-
bly in New York. On July 24, 2013, 
World Toilet Day on 19 November 
became an official UN day.

World Toilet Day is a day to raise 
awareness and inspire action to tackle 

vi) Right to consumer educa-
tion: the consumers has the right to 
acquire the knowledge and skills to be 
informed to customers. 

It is easier for literate consumers 
to know their rights and take actions 
but this right assures that illiterate 
consumer can seek information about 
the existing acts and agencies are set 
up for their protection. The Govern-
ment of  India has included consumer 
education in the school curriculum 
and in various university courses. 

Government is also making use of  
media to make the consumers aware 
of  their rights and make their wise use 
of  their money. Every year the 15th 
March is observed as ‘World Con-
sumer Rights Day’ aims to enhance 
solidarity within the international 
consumer and it is an opportunity for 
promoting the basic rights of  all con-
sumers, demanding that those rights 
are respected and protected and pro-
testing about the market abuses and 
social injustices which undermine 
them.

Adv. Kezhokhoto Savi, 
President NVCO

posited into a hygienic toilet and 
stored in a sealed pit or tank, sepa-
rated from human contact.

II. Transport. Pipes or latrine empty-
ing services must move the poo to 
the treatment stage.

Ill. Treatment. Poo must be proc-
essed  into treated waste-
water and waste products that can 
be safely returned to the environ-
ment.

IV. Disposal or reuse. Safely treated 
poo can be used for energy genera-
tion or as a fertilizer in food pro-
duction.
Ensuring that everyone has ac-

cess to adequate sanitation facilities 
is not only fundamental for human 
dignity and privacy, but also for pro-
tecting the quality of drinking water 
sources; with significant benefits for 
human health and economic develop-
ment, as well as for the protection of  
water-related ecosystems. Sustainable 
sanitation services should therefore be 
a part of a holistic approach to Inte-
grated Water Resource Management. 
Safe wastewater reuse, and the consid-
eration of minimum water quantity 
needed for domestic uses and subsist-
ence agriculture, should all be encour-
aged at watershed level and from a 
long-term perspective.

Yhusinlo Tep
Director, WSSO. PHED.

sumer has the right to get information 
about the quality, quantity, purity, 
standard and price of  goods and serv-
ices so as to protect himself  against 
the abusive and unfair practices. The 
producer must supply all the relevant 
information at a suitable place.  

iii) Right to choice: Every con-
sumer has the right to choose the 
goods or services of  his or her likings. 
The right to choose means an assur-
ance of  availability, ability and access 
to and variety of  products and serv-
ices at competitive price and competi-
tive price means just or fair price. The 
producer or supplier or retailer should 
not force the customer to buy a par-
ticular brand only. Customer should 
be free to choose the most suitable 
product from his point of  view. 

iv) Right to be heard: the con-
sumer has the right to represent him 
or to be heard or right to advocate 
his interest. In case a consumer has 

been exploited or has any complaint 
against the product or service then 
he has the right to be heard and be 
assured that his/her interest would 
receive due consideration. This right 
includes the right to representation in 
the government and in other policy 
making bodies. Under this right the 
companies must have complaint cells 
to attend the complaints of  custom-
ers. 

v) Right to seek redressal: the 
consumer has the right to get compen-
sation or seek redressal against unfair 
trade practices or any other exploita-
tion. This right assures justice to con-
sumer against exploitation. The right 
to redressal includes compensation in 
the form of money or replacement of  
goods or repair of  defect in the goods 
as per the satisfaction of  consumer. 
Various redressal forums are set up by 
the government at national level and 
state level.  

the global sanitation crisis- a topic of-
ten neglected and shrouded in taboos. 
Today, billions of people are strug-
gling to stay well, keep their children 
alive and work their way to a better 
future - all for the want of a toilet.

The theme for 2017 is “Wastewa-
ter”. By 2030, the Sustainable Devel-
opment Goals aims to reach everyone 
with sanitation and halve the propor-
tion of untreated wastewater and in-
crease recycling and safe reuse. For 
that to be achieved, everyone’s waste 
needs to be contained, transported, 
treated and disposed of in a safe and 
sustainable way. In addition to the 
profound impact this will have on 
health and living conditions, safely-
managed wastewater has massive 
potential as an affordable and sustain-
able source of energy, nutrients and 
water. Today, for billions of people 
around the world, sanitation systems 
are either non-existent or ineffective. 
Despite access to proper sanitation be-
ing declared a basic human right, one 
in three people across the globe do not 
have regular access to a toilet. Addi-
tionally, even amongst those who have 
such access, unclean and unsafe toilets 

pose problems of their own, including 
contributing towards the spread of dis-
eases like cholera, typhoid and hepati-
tis - in some parts of Africa, diarrhoea 
is one of the main child killers. Open 
defecation is also responsible for in-
creasing the number of sexual assaults 
perpetrated on women and children. 
Furthermore, when young girls be-
gin menstruating, the lack of privacy 
forces them to stay home from school, 
thus limiting their chances of getting a 
basic education and, what comes after 
that, a decent job in the future. Again, 
open defecation is one of the main 
causes of drinking water pollution and 
diarrhoea incidences. Globally 80% of  
wastewater flows back into the ecosys-
tem without being treated or reused. 
As such, there is an urgent need for a 
paradigm shift toward affordable tech-
nological alternatives for wastewater 
treatment, which should be tailored to 
local and specific contexts.

To achieve SDG 6 (Ensure avail-
ability and sustainable management 
of water and sanitation for all) every-
one’s poo needs to take a 4-step jour-
ney:
I. Containment. Poo must be de-

T
he Supreme Court’s interim order asking 
the Centre to respond with a scheme to 
set up special courts to try politicians in-
volved in criminal cases may not offer a 
lasting solution to the problem.

The Supreme Court of India gave an interim or-
der on November 1, 2017 asking the Centre to set up 
special courts to try politicians involved in criminal 
cases. This was in response to the Election Commis-
sion’s demand for speedy trials and a life ban for poli-
ticians with criminal records. The court also sought 
a report on 1,581 cases filed till the 2014 elections.

The court’s directions are likely to have a far-
reaching impact on India’s public and political lives. 
We should recall the Supreme Court directive to the 
Election Commission of India in 2002 to frame rules 
to make candidates seeking election to parliament 
or a state legislature file affidavits on any criminal 
activity – so that ‘the little man may think over be-
fore making his choice of electing law breakers as 
law makers’. This directive gave us both an indica-
tor of the difficult and abhorrent phenomenon of  
criminalisation in politics as well as measures to be 
taken against it. However, in 15 years between these 
two directives, the phenomenon is gargantuan and 
well-entrenched. The reports and data emanating 
from Association for Democratic Reforms (ADR) 
indicate that no political party in the country today 
is immune from criminally tainted legislators. The 
ADR report analysing pre-election affidavits of the 
members of parliament of the 16th Lok Sabha said 
that a survey of 541 out of 543 MPs indicated that 
186 (one-third) had a criminal background, includ-
ing murder and rape.

The victorious Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP), rid-
ing on a crest of the wave of popularity of Narendra 
Modi, led the list with over a third of the new MPs 
facing criminal charges and over a fifth facing serious 
criminal charges. Indeed, Rashtriya Janata Dal – of  
which a 100% of the legislators had criminal charges 
against them – followed by the Nationalist Congress 
Party and Shiv Sena, lead in terms of percentages. 
Significantly, all parties have MPs, MLAs and lead-
ers with serious Indian Penal Code charges against 
them.

However, welcome though the Supreme Court 
directive is, it raises innumerable questions about the 
nature and extent of criminalisation of Indian pub-
lic life, and how far the directive can go in cleansing 
India’s political sphere from criminals – with its long 
history extending from the pre-independence days to 
the trends that began developing since the early days 
of governing independent India.
Historically speaking
Chanakya’s famous assay – that since it is natural for 
a fish in water to drink some of it, even if  invisible, 
a public servant likewise tastes ‘at least a little bit, 
of the King’s wealth’ – points to inevitability of cor-
ruption in administration. He describes forty ways 
of embezzlement by the state functionaries and de-
tailed description of commission of various offences 
like forgery, counterfeiting, adulteration, smuggling, 
hoarding and profiteering in Arthashastra.

Similarly, Montesquieu’s succinct analysis that 
corruption begins from violation of principles of  
governance by a state refers to the obligation of a 

state for probity in public life. He thus theorises that 
the road to a corruption free polity and society goes 
through compliance with principles. That Mahatma 
Gandhi expressed his disappointment at corruption 
prevalent in the Congress ministries formed under 
the Government of India Act, 1935, shows that a 
tendency to violate basic ethical principles of gov-
ernance has had an early beginning in India.

Following independence, the national leader-
ship at the apogee may have been free of the malice 
of corruption, but paradoxes soon emerged. Nehru 
took the lead in announcing his intention of a clean 
public life and said that the corrupt must be hanged 
from the nearest lamp post. He, however, displayed 
contradictions despite personal probity of a high or-
der; he was obviously against what Gunnar Myrdal 
describes as the ‘folklore of corruption’. If  he stood 
by V.K. Krishna Menon as a friend and a comrade 
despite the shadows cast by the Jeep scandal when 
he was the Indian high commissioner in London, 
and in the debacle in the Chinese war as the defence 
minister, he also defended then Punjab chief minis-
ter Partap Singh Kairon (1956-64) when corruption 
charges against him flew thick and fast. In 1962, then 
home minister, Lal Bahadur Shastri, appointed a 
committee under K. Santhanam and five more MPs 
that confirmed the deep roots corruption had taken 
in India’s body politic with tentacles extending into 
the society.Kairon also allegedly gave support to a 
notorious smuggler and ringleader Makhan Dausa, 
whose arrest by the Punjab Police in mid-1963 was 
criticised by six MLAs close to Kairon. He was as-
sassinated six months after he was compelled to quit 
in December 1964 by then Prime Minister Lal Baha-
dur Shastri on being indicted by the S.R. Das Com-
mission; a grim reminder that corruption and crimi-
nalisation could create Frankensteinian monsters.

From then on, violation of principles by the 
state, and the politicians running it, transformed cor-
ruption into criminalisation of politics in the follow-
ing stages:
1. The suitcase politics of the Congress between 

1967 and 1972.
2. The politics of booth capturing that became ram-

pant since 1960s till the introduction of Electron-
ic Voting Machines in 1999.

3. Indira Gandhi’s highly centralising politics and 
bringing in her younger son Sanjay Gandhi to 
manage the party affairs since 1975 that gave en-
try to lumpens in the Congress with no regard for 
any principles.

4. The politics since the 1980s also witnessed at-
omisation of the Janata Party that was quickly 
put together to defeat Indira Gandhi in 1977. 
It created several smaller political parties with 
leaders, who used every possible strategy except 
principles, for winning elections and perpetuate 
themselves, even depending on offenders of the 
law, many of whom themselves entered politics 
by the 1990s.

5. The politics of Hindutva pushed by the BJP 
since 1986 that not only caused violation of the 
law in pursuance of the construction of the Ram 
temple, but also eventually led to the emergence 
of the Hindu zealots involved in 2002 Gujarat 
riots and recent lynchings.

Nature and extent
The nature and extent of criminalisation of Indian 
politics first came to the public’s notice in 1993, 

when a committee headed by then home secretary 
N. N. Vohra, appointed ‘to take stock of all avail-
able information about the activities of crime Syn-
dicates/Mafia organisations which had developed 
links with and were being protected by Government 
functionaries and political personalities’, submitted 
its report.

The report of the Director of Intelligence Bureau 
to the Vohra Committee painted an alarming picture 
of public life, to say the least. It detailed patronage of  
local politicians to criminals in certain states, the line 
separating political leaders (even MPs and MLAs) 
and leaders of the armed gangs blurred, penetration 
of the big smuggling syndicate with international 
linkages to the government with their black money, 
corrupting governmental processes; certain elements 
of the mafia indulging in narcotics, drug and weapon 
smuggling in Jammu and Kashmir, Punjab, Gujarat 
and Maharashtra; extensive linkages of the under-
world in the various governmental agencies, political 
circles, business sector, the film world, and so on.

The committee suggested the creation of a nodal 
agency at the Ministry of Home Affairs as well as 
a Parliamentary Committee on Ethics, the adoption 
of a code of conduct by political parties and made 
it mandatory for political parties to annually audit 
their accounts. The onus largely fell on political par-
ties, who were also expected not to nominate tainted 
politicians for elections. Needless to say, over the 
years, each of these has been violated.

Thus, on the one hand, criminals supporting 
parties asked for and got to contest and win elec-
tions, and on the other, several leaders in the proc-
ess of their political agitations, treated the law with 
contempt. The first level of activity propped up 
characters like Shahabuddin – who remains a close 
associate of Lalu Yadav – in Bihar. On March 16, 
2001, he even engaged a combined strength of the 
Bihar police and Uttar Pradesh’s provincial armed 
constabulary in an armed confrontation. There are 
several other similar bizarre cases from Bihar. On 
the second level, political activities have led to IPC 
criminal cases against several prominent leaders; the 
list includes Lal Krishna Advani and Murali Mano-
har Joshi, indicating a need for a finer analysis of the 
phenomenon.
In lieu of a conclusion
The affidavits filed by candidates contesting elec-
tions is a rough, though important, indicator of the 
phenomenon.  The available data deserves a deeper 
analysis for a variety of reasons. First, a look at the 
names against whom very serious IPC charges ex-
ist indicates that even in cases of breach of peace of  
during political agitations, some of those charges are 
pressed, inflating the data. Second, as suggested to 
me during a discussion on this issue in Hyderabad 
in 2007, false criminal cases are at times filed against 
Dalit and Adivasi leaders by their higher caste rivals, 
who are in league with the police. This phenomenon 
has not been put to social science scrutiny. If  true, it 
could unravel some complex dimensions of the de-
bate on the criminalisation of politics.

Even though the fast track courts are a welcome 
initiative to convey the impression that the judicial 
process will not tolerate criminal activities from po-
litical platforms and organisations even if  they are 
just encouraged by political leaders, it may not offer 
a lasting solution to the problem. Initiatives lie with 
the political parties and, indeed, the society.

Consumer Rights

World Toilet Day

Is Criminality Too Ingrained in India’s Public 
Life for Judicial Action to Make a Difference?

Ajay K. Mehra | The Wire
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Aries (MAr 21 - Apr 19):  Take a more adapt-
able approach. Go with the flow and let things 
merge on the foundation that has already been 
established. You’re holding on tightly to a secu-

rity blanket. This tattered piece of cloth gives you peace. The 
threat of losing it frightens you. It’s time to throw it away and 
know you’re better off operating without that extra burden.

TAurus (Apr 20 - MAy 20): Things are mov-
ing in opposite directions, yet you can relate and 
benefit from all of them. There’s nothing wrong 
with keeping your options open. Some people 

like to stick with one game, while you like to play multiple 
hands at once. Don’t let others make you feel like you need 
to change your way as long as you’re confident that things 
are working for you.

GeMini (MAy 21 - Jun 21): Words may hold 
charged energy, so be careful what you say and 
how you say it. The mood today requires that 
people have space to express themselves. Allow 

them their freedom or you may end up getting wedged into 
a corner with no escape. It’s like painting a floor. You need to 
start at the back and work your way toward the door instead 
of the other way around.

CAnCer (Jun 22 - Jul 22): Either way you 
choose, you have strength to work with, so stop 
agonizing over your decision. People will be 
like putty in your hands. Your calm, diplomatic 

approach calms even the most heated dispute. Make time 
to address the issues. Have confidence in every move you 
make. Don’t worry if  others look upon you negatively.

leo (Jul 23 - AuG 22): You may feel like 
someone is giving you an emotional slap. 
Don’t immediately react by putting up your de-
fenses. You’ll do much better if  you step back 
and analyze the situation before concluding 

what’s right or wrong. Your feelings are precious, and you 
shouldn’t let others bully you. At the same time, you have 
no right to bully others.

VirGo (AuG 23 - sep 22): You may feel like 
your battery has run out of juice today. You may 
ask yourself if  what you’re doing is worth it. 
Don’t despair. A friend will be along soon who 

can help give you a jump-start. Once you restart your en-
gine, there will be no stopping you. Don’t be afraid to flag 
someone down. No one will know you need help unless 
you ask for it.

librA (sep 23 - oCT 22): Reevaluate just 
what it is that you’re working for. If  it’s fun 
and relaxation you’re after, maybe you’re 
passing it by without even realizing it. The 

fun you seek is there in front of  you. It would be best 
if  you took advantage of  it now instead of  waiting until 
some magic point at which you feel you’ve earned it.

sCorpio (oCT 23 - noV 21):   There’s power 
when you discover how to be part of  two oppos-
ing teams. At first it may seem like treason to be 
part of  one as you help the other. In fact, you’re 

helping yourself  by learning both sides of  the situation. 
Take the best qualities from each. When it comes time to 
put together your team, you’ll have all the secrets needed 
to succeed.

sAGiTTArius (noV 22 - DeC 21):  There’s 
a unique combination of  energies in the air 
urging you to combine your psychic powers 
with your ability to organize. Your business 

sense is keen, and you understand people and their gen-
eral tendencies. You instinctively know motives behind 
actions, so use this to your advantage to make things 
work effectively for you.

CApriCorn (DeC 22 - JAn 19):  Your 
power to transform your life is potent. There are 
many options available to you even though it 
may not seem like it. The one big obstacle hold-

ing you back is your emotional state of mind. Your feelings 
could be sensitive now, making you insecure about initiating 
the changes you know are necessary for your advancement.

AquArius (JAn 20 - Feb 18): It may seem 
like everything is moving counter to your trajec-
tory. While you want to move south, the wind 
blows west. This doesn’t mean you should give 
up on your goal. This just means that you may 

need to tack in order to get where you’re going. A sideways 
approach is just the thing needed in order to get to your para-
dise.

pisCes (Feb 19 - MAr 20):  Strong forces may 
make it hard for you to be confident today. You’re 
so intent on maintaining your freedom that you 
refuse to yield when you should. Consider the 

other side of the equation before you become so adamant 
that you refuse to budge. At the same time, don’t automati-
cally think that just because you’re running into opposition 
your way of thinking is necessarily wrong.

Today’s ASTro-predicTion

government is under serious internal and 
external pressure. The day before Hariri 
resigned, the Shia-led Yemeni rebel 
government fired a long-range missile 
aimed at the International Airport of  
Riyadh. And two days later, Crown 
Prince Mohammad ordered the arrest 

of  dozens of  leading Saudi political and 
business personalities, in what he termed a 
campaign against corruption. In practice, 
this seems a strategy to give way to his 
uncontested leadership in the country.

This clampdown on Saudi Arabia’s 
opposition and civil society groups 

T
he 35th Standing Committee on 
Copyright & Related Rights (SCCR) 
which is due to take place from 
November 13 till November 17, 2017 
at the World Intellectual Property 

Organization (WIPO) headquarters in Geneva, 
Switzerland, is a turning point for India’s 
international copyright policy. During the 
course of  the week, the proposed treaty on the 
protection of  rights of  broadcasting organisations 
(the Broadcasters Treaty), limitations and 
exceptions for libraries and archives, limitations 
and exceptions for educational and research 
institutions, and for persons with “other 
disabilities” will be deliberated. The SCCR will 
also discuss the proposal for analysis of  copyright 
related to the digital environment and a proposal 
on resale rights.

The proposed treaty on limitations and 
exceptions for libraries and archives, limitations 
and exceptions for educational and research 
institutions, and for persons with other disabilities 
is of  utmost importance to India and to other 
developing countries. These proposed treaties 
are important for ensuring unhindered access 
to information which is a hallmark of  every 
enlightened society. It is for this reason that 
India has consistently emphasised its importance 
during the SCCR meetings. At the 34th SCCR, the 
Indian delegation on behalf  of  the Asia-Pacific 
group explicitly made clear that limitations and 
exceptions were of  critical importance to the Asia-
Pacific group and that no constructive progress on 
these three agenda items had been made primarily 
due to a political stalemate. Similar sentiment was 
expressed by the Indian delegation at the recently 
concluded WIPO General Assembly.

The reason for this political stalemate has 
been US’ reluctance to move forward with 
the Broadcasters Treaty which is primarily 
due to Trump administration’s cynicism over 
multilateral norm setting particularly if  it comes 
through the aegis of  the United Nations (UN). 
Recently, the US withdrew itself  from the United 
Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural 
Organization (UNESCO) primarily on grounds 

of  its “anti-Israel bias”. However, it is a little 
known secret that this is yet another step on the 
part of  Trump administration to distance itself  
from the international community. Earlier in 
the year, the Trump administration issued an 
executive order which drastically reduced United 
States (US) role in the UN and other international 
organisations. Therefore, US’ reluctance to 
commit to multilateral copyright norm setting 
is not surprising considering that WIPO is a 
specialised UN agency dealing with intellectual 
property issues.

At the 34th SCCR, there was broad backdoor 
willingness amongst the majority of  the 
delegations to expedite the negotiations on the 
long impending Broadcasters Treaty. However, 
no constructive progress could be achieved due to 
US’ reluctance. This lack of  progress has become a 
reason for many developed country delegations to 
block progress on the negotiations on limitations 
and exceptions as it is against their interests. If  
India is serious about the treaty on limitations 
and exceptions, it must find a way to broker the 
negotiations on the Broadcasters Treaty at the 
35th SCCR. Moreover, the 35th SCCR is also an 
opportune time for India to play a leading role in 
multilateral copyright norm setting which barring 
the Marrakesh Treaty for the Visually Blind (the 
Marrakesh Treaty) has been the handiwork of  the 
European Union and US. India played a leading 
role in the negotiations leading to the Marrakesh 
Treaty.

If  no constructive progress on the Broadcasters 
Treaty is made at the 35th SCCR, it may meet 
the same fate as the Substantive Patent Law 
Treaty (SPLT). The SPLT was stalled in 2006 
after six years of  intensive negotiations due to 
disagreement amongst the delegations on its 
key provisions. Considerable time, energy and 
resources have been spent on the Broadcasters 
Treaty negotiations. For preventing the entire 
process from getting frustrated and for expediting 
the negotiations on limitations and exceptions, 
India should press for a clear roadmap on each of  
the agenda items at the upcoming SCCR.

Seemantani Sharma is an intellectual 
property lawyer.

L
et there be no doubt. In 
life, there’s no bigger, and 
persistent, high than good 
health. No drug can match 
the thrill of  competing in 

sports. Reality well lived is more enticing 
than the coloured vision of a drug addict.

There’s always hope, and life has this 
enviable capacity to bounce back, unless, 
of course, it is too late. All it takes is a 
moment of clarity to shun any form of  
addiction, howsoever incapacitating.

It may sound easier than it is. It is 
challenging to arrive at this profound 
moment of clarity, especially for those 
whose minds are crippled by addiction. 
This moment of clarity is the starting 
point for restoring life and fighting 
any debilitating addiction. It happens 
to those who have an abiding trust in 
the purpose of life and have the will to 
make it a worthwhile journey and not a 
wasted errand. The real battle is fought 
continuously in the mind, during the 
addiction and de-addiction phases. Many 
of the de-addicted, or those in the process 
of de-addiction, suffer from what’s called 
“substance abuse disorder” or SAD and 
have shown the capacity to shun the past 

and look forward to life anew, if  they get 
positive reinforcements.

Sports is one such positive 
reinforcement that can transform their 
lives by restoring healthy habits while 
doing away with drugs. There are certain 
critical behavioral aspects that make a 
person susceptible and, later, subservient 
to drugs. We call them dependencies, and 
they can be replaced with healthy habits 
just by indulging in sports.

In that sense, sports is not only a 
significant antidote to drugs; it is also 
preventive. Because, to play is a great way 
to deal with anger, frustration, stress and 
other such factors that drives people to 
substance abuse in the first place. Sports 
also provides the necessary distraction 
and vent to stress caused by denying the 
drug an addict is habituated to. It therefore 
supplements classical pharmacological 
and psychotherapeutic approaches to de-
addiction.

Of course, there are players, some 
quite successful, who are found to be on 
drugs to enhance their performances, but 
that is a different matter. A performance-
enhancing drug in sports is different from 
sports used as a potent tool to defeat drug 
addiction. Unlike psychopharmacologic 
and psychotherapeutic interventions, 
where the relapse rates are high, with 

sports as part of the intervention strategy, 
it is observed globally that the relapse rate 
is significantly reduced.

Sports is, as recent research has 
pointed out, an essential antidote to 
addiction and the best way to integrate 
the de-addicted into the mainstream. 
This is particularly true for young adults, 
as drug abuse makes them reclusive and 
incapacitates their ability to function in 
a social set-up involving more than two 
people. Research has found that sports, in 
young people, can lead to improved self-
esteem, ability to handle stress, improved 
academic performance and better inter-
personal relationships.

Moreover, providing players with 
structured opportunities to develop 
life skills, such as communication, 
decision-making and anger and stress 
management, can enhance the preventive 
value of sports as a tool for drug abuse.

Think about it: Sports is nothing but a 
social forum where people participate as 
equals and apply their minds and bodies 
to achieve a certain objective. Sports 
requires a rigorous application of body 
and coordination with others. The de-
addicted need just that to be re-initiated in 
society. Addiction is enticing and alluring, 
but drugs only kill. So, remember, there is 
no bigger high than good health.

R
esearchers have developed a novel technology to 
produce a deep-learning AI software that is fit to 
use in everything from smartphones to industrial 
robots and could pave the way for artificial 
intelligence (AI) to break free of  the internet and 

cloud computing.
The use of  this deep-learning AI could lead to much lower 

data processing and transmission costs, greater privacy and 
use in areas where existing technology is impractical due to 
expense or other factors.

It would also allow devices to operate independent of  
the internet while using AI that performs almost as well as 
tethered neural networks.

“We feel this has enormous potential. This could be an 
enabler in many fields where people are struggling to get 
deep-learning AI in an operational form,” said Alexander 
Wong, Professor at the University of  Waterloo in Canada. 

Deep-learning AI, which mimics the human brain by 
processing data through layers and layers of  artificial neurons, 
typically requires considerable computational power, memory 

and energy to function.
However, the new deep-learning AI responds by 

adapting and changing itself  to keep functioning each time 
computational power and memory are taken away.

“These networks evolve themselves through generations 
and make themselves smaller to be able to survive in these 
environments,” explained another researcher Mohammad 
Javad Shafiee, Professor at the varsity.

The researchers, who presented the results during the 
International Conference on Computer Vision in Italy, noted 
that that when put on a chip and embedded in a smartphone, 
such compact AI could run its speech-activated virtual 
assistant and other intelligent features, greatly reducing data 
usage and operating without internet service.

Other potential applications range from use in low-
cost drones and smart grids, to surveillance cameras and 
manufacturing plants, where there are significant issues 
around streaming sensitive or proprietary data to the cloud, 
the researchers said.

Source: IANS

started a few months ago, and the wealthy 
businessmen now under arrest are just the 
tip of  the iceberg. The rich princes’ fate is, 
it seems, not too grim: they reside in the 
five-star Ritz Carlton Hotel in the capital. 
Opposition members, meanwhile, are held 
in prison.

The Saudis’ moves are pushing the 
Middle East ever closer to the outbreak 
of  a major international conflict at an 
already tumultuous time. While the so-
called Islamic State has lost almost all its 
territory in Syria and Iraq, the liberation 
of  Mosul and Raqqa by Iraqi and Syrian 
forces – backed by a pluralistic coalition 
of  Russian, Iranian, Kurdish, and popular 
resistance groups – has shifted the regional 
balance of  power.

From a Saudi viewpoint, the new 
geopolitical calculus strengthens Syria’s 
president, Bashar al-Assad, and his 
erstwhile allies Iran and Hezbollah. 
Riyadh, which for many years supported 
insurgent groups in Syria and Iraq, could 
soon be left behind.

Tipping the balance
At the root of  it all is the deadly, long-
running rivalry between Saudi Arabia 
and Iran, which has its roots not in the 
sectarian divide between Sunni and Shia 
Islam, but in the Islamic Revolution in 
Iran in 1979. Since then, the two countries 
have confronted each other multiple times, 
but never directly; Lebanon has been one 
of  their main proxy battlegrounds.

After the events of  1979, the Iranian 
Revolutionary Guards helped to establish 
a local resistance movement against the 
Israeli Occupation of  Lebanese territory. 

This became Hezbollah, which today is 
a powerful political and military force, 
boasting elected MPs and government 
positions. Thanks to Hezbollah, Iran’s 
regional influence surged, making the 
group a primary target for the Saudis, and 
by extension Israel and the US.

Just as the Saudi authorities’ hysterical 
invective against Iran in recent weeks has 
dramatic implications for the Middle East 
at large, Hariri’s resignation is a crisis 
in itself. The collapse of  the Lebanese 
government, the fourth since 2005, could 
undo critical progress towards political 
reform and stability. Lebanon faces a 
massive humanitarian crisis; it’s now host 
to well over 1m Syrian refugees, who make 
up around a quarter of  the total population. 
It also relies heavily on remittances from 
Persian Gulf  countries.

Added to that, Saudi Arabia’s strange 
Lebanese ventures might pave the way 
for a more overt intervention by Israel, 
which last took action there in July 2006. 
That war left Lebanon, especially the 
southern region, in total infrastructural 
disarray. A reprise would do little good 
for Saudi interests; after the kingdom’s 
recent debacles in Yemen and Qatar, the 
last thing it needs is a conflict that would 
galvanise support for Hezbollah – and by 
extension, further embolden a resurgent 
Iran.

Billie Jeanne Brownlee ESRC is a 
Postdoctoral Fellow, University of  Exeter. 

Maziyar Ghiabi is a
Postdoctoral fellow at the Paris School 

of  Advanced Studies in the Social Sciences 
(EHESS), University of  Oxford

T
he Twitter account of  
Lebanon’s prime minister, 
Sa’ad Hariri has been inactive 
since November 6, just after he 
announced his resignation in 

the Saudi Arabian capital, Riyadh. Hariri 
justified his decision as a move to escape an 
assassination plot. So far, both Lebanon’s 
Internal Security Forces and Ministry of  
the Interior have declared that they were 
not aware of  any such attempt.

Rumours continue, however, that 
Hariri’s absence was not voluntary but 
instead imposed by the Saudi government, 
in particular Crown Prince Mohammad 
Bin Salman, Riyadh’s newly empowered 
strongman. Despite Hariri’s protests to the 
contrary, the theory that this was a Saudi 
intervention is certainly plausible.

As some onlookers pointed out, 
Hariri’s speech used expressions and terms 
that are typical of  Saudi public rhetoric 
against Iran. He explicitly accused Iran 
of  interfering in Lebanon’s domestic 
affairs and in disrupting Arab politics, 
and referred to Hezbollah, the militarised 
Lebanese Shia movement, as an Iranian 
proxy force – even though he became prime 
minister partly thanks to Hezbollah’s 
tactical support. Lebanon’s president, the 
Christian Maronite Michel Aoun, even 
called on Saudi authorities to immediately 
“release” Hariri.

Feeling the heat
Relevant to all this is that the Saudi 

Why Lebanon faces another crisis – 
and what Saudi Arabia stands to lose

Why the Standing Committee on Copyright 
and Related Rights Matters for India

Sports is The Best Drug

New technology could make 
AI work without internet, cloud

The proposed treaty on limitations and exceptions 
for libraries and archives, educational and 

research institutions, and for persons with “other 
disabilities” is of utmost importance to India
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News iN Brief
Modi greets Jharkhand on its 
foundation day
New Delhi, Nov. 15 (IANS): Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi on Wednesday greeted the people of Jharkhand 
on the state’s 17th foundation day and also paid tributes 
to tribal freedom fighter Birsa Munda on his 142nd birth 
anniversary. “Greetings to the people of Jharkhand on 
their statehood day. I pray that Jharkhand continues 
to scale new heights of progress and prosperity,” Modi 
tweeted. Jharkhand was carved out of the southern part 
of  Bihar on November 15, 2000. In a separate tweet, 
the Prime Minister posted a video highlighting the tribal 
leader’s life. “I bow to Bhagwan Birsa Munda on his 
jayanti. His indomitable courage is a source of motivation.
“Inspired by the life of  Bhagwan Birsa Munda, we 
are working towards empowerment of  our tribal 
communities, who are India’s pride.” Munda was born 
on November 15, 1875, in Khunti district. He was a folk 
hero and a tribal freedom fighter hailing from the Munda 
tribe, who spearheaded the Millenarian movement that 
arose in the Bihar-Jharkhand belt in the early 19th century.
He died in Ranchi prison on June 9, 1900, after being 
arrested in March from Chakradharpur’s Jamkopai forest, 
where he had been resting with his tribal guerrilla army.

Mild tremors in parts of Hyderabad
Hyderabad, Nov. 15 (IANS): Mild tremors were felt in 
Jubilee Hills and surrounding areas in Hyderabad on 
Wednesday. The tremors were experienced in Jubilee 
Hills, KBR Park, parts of Banjara Hills, Rahmat Nagar 
and Borabanda around 8.50 a.m. However, scientists at 
the National Geophysical Research Institute (NGRI) 
said that there was nothing to worry about as these were 
ultra-micro tremors caused by an increase in groundwater. 
The magnitude was 0.5 on the Richter scale. Tremors 
are not new to these parts of Hyderabad. Last month, 
Borabanda had experienced as many as 16 micro-tremors 
in a span of 13 hours. Two seismographic stations of  
NGRI had recorded these micro-tremors. Seismologists 
attributed these to hydroseismicity, a condition when 
rainfall variation can trigger earthquakes. The city 
received copious rain during the monsoon and this led a 
rise in the groundwater level. Following the October 21-22 
tremors, the NGRI had installed two more seismographs 
in the area. 

GES to showcase 100 innovative 
start-ups, products
Hyderabad, Nov. 15 (IANS): The Global Entrepreneurship 
Summit (GES), scheduled to be held here from November 
28 to 30, will showcase over 100 innovative start-ups, 
products, services and processes that are transforming 
the Indian and global landscape. These will be exhibited 
through a multi-touch interactive wall, sensor-enabled 
touch screens, rotoscope mural technology and physical 
displays, said the organisers. Among the innovations to 
be on display is the technology from Hyperloop India. 
It will provide an answer to how India can leapfrog 
the transportation revolution.  Hyperloop technology, 
brainchild of SpaceX and Tesla founder Elon Musk, is a 
system of magnetically levitating capsules (pods) that are 
sent at high speeds through low-pressure tubes. It is still 
in trial stages in different countries. Under India Edge, 
the Indian start-ups will display their innovations and 
these include GreenSole, which refurbishes old shoes and 
create new pairs for needy, SocialCops, a data intelligence 
company, and BabyChakra, a social-discovery and 
commerce platform for maternity and childcare.

Thomas Chandy finally 
quits as Kerala minister 

Police detain 
Mirwaiz Umer, 
Yasin Malik

Ravi Shankar’s efforts won’t succeed — VHP

Bihar truckers to go on 
indefinite strike from midnight

SC to examine if 2006 verdict on quota 
in promotions needs reconsideration

Man shot while trying to 
enter Hindon IAF base

Haryana minister told us not to demand CBI probe — Pradhuman’s father
Ryan school murder

Khattar, Kejriwal pledge to fight smog in 2018 

Thiruvananthapuram, 
Nov. 15 (IANS): Battling 
land grab charges, Kerala 
Transport Minister Thomas 
Chandy on Wednesday quit, 
becoming the third minis-
ter to quit the government 
of Chief  Minister Pinarayi 
Vijayan in controversial cir-
cumstances.

After submitting his res-
ignation to his party leader 
T.P. Peethambaran, who 
forwarded it to Vijayan, 
Chandy drove away in his 
official car to his home in 
Alappuzha.

En route, at a few places, 
angry Youth Congress work-
ers waved black flags and 
threw eggs at his car. But 
at his home in Alappuzha, 
activists of  the Nationalist 
Congress Party (NCP) greet-
ed him with full-throated 
slogans.

On Tuesday, the Vijayan 
government suffered a set-
back when the Kerala High 
Court dismissed a petition 
filed by Chandy for quashing 
the Alappuzha Collector’s 
report which alleged land 
grab by Chandy’s resort.

Chandy told the media 
at his house on Wednesday 
that the Collector’s report 
had factual errors.

“In the High Court 
verdict, one judge was not 

pleased because I filed the 
petition as Minister Chandy. 
I did it as per the advice of  
my counsel. Once I get the 
judgement, tomorrow itself  
I will file an appeal in the Su-
preme court,” said Chandy.

Chandy insisted that the 
Chief  Minister did not ask 
him to step down.

“I offered to quit as yes-
terday’s verdict came with 
certain observations, denting 
the government’s image. I 
then took permission from 
the NCP leadership and put 
in my papers. 

“My other party col-
league is also facing cer-
tain charges and whoso-
ever amongst us gets cleared 
first will become a minister 
again,” said Chandy.

Speaking here, NCP 
leader Peethambaran said 
Chandy’s resignation letter 
had been handed over to Vi-
jayan. Governor P. Sathasi-
vam accepted it.

“The party decided to 
accept the resignation letter 
after lots of discussions... not 
because Chandy has done 
a wrong. Our party is with 
him,” Peethambaran said.

According to informed 
sources, Vijayan has decided 
that the slot meant for the 
NCP in the cabinet will be 
left vacant.

Chandy was present at 
the weekly cabinet meeting 
on Wednesday. While leav-
ing, he told the media he was 
not quitting.

On Wednesday morn-
ing, Chandy drove to the 
Vijayan’s residence with 
Peethambaran and held a 
40-minute discussion.

Chandy is a three-time 
legislator representing Kut-
tanad in Alappuzha dis-
trict.

With a business em-
pire in Kuwait, he first en-
tered politics through the 
Democratic Indira Congress 
(DIC), a party floated by 
Congress veteran K. Karu-
nakaran in 2005.

In the 2006 assembly 
polls, DIC was an ally of the 
Congress-led UDF. After 
the polls, DIC merged with 
the NCP.

Chandy became a min-
ister after his senior party 
colleague A.K. Saseendran 
had to quit after sleaze al-
legations surfaced against 
him.

Chandy is the third min-
ister quitting the Kerala gov-
ernment in just 18 months. 
The first to go was Indus-
tries Minister E.P. Jayarajan 
who quit last year. Saseen-
dran followed in March 
this year.

Srinagar, Nov. 15 (IANS): Po-
lice on Wednesday foiled a joint 
march by separatist leaders Mir-
waiz Umer Farooq and Muham-
mad Yasin Malik by taking them 
into preventing custody here.

They were detained just as 
they started a march towards the 
city centre Lal Chowk from the 
nearby Abi Guzar office of  the 
Jammu and Kashmir Liberation 
Front (JKLF).

The two leaders addressed 
a joint press conference at the 
JKLF office earlier.

Mirwaiz Farooq said the con-
tinuing harassment of people in 
south Kashmir by security forces 
in the name of operations against 
militants was condemnable.

They also voiced concern 
over the plight of Kashmiris de-
tained in different jails outside the 
Kashmir Valley.

They criticized Chief Minis-
ter Mehbooba Mufti for saying 
that some people were first stok-
ing agitations and later lining up 
for administrative favours.

“This statement proves she 
has no connect with the ground 
realities,” Mirwaiz Farooq said.

The separatists have called 
for a Valley-wide shutdown on 
November 27 to express solidarity 
with Kashmiris lodged in prisons.

New Delhi, Nov. 14 (IANS): The 
Vishwa Hindu Parishad (VHP) 
on Tuesday voiced doubts over 
Art of Living founder Sri Sri Ravi 
Shankar’s efforts to resolve the 
Ram Janmabhoomi-Babri Masjid 
dispute in Uttar Pradesh and said 
he won’t succeed in his mission.

VHP Joint General Secretary 
Surendra Jain said the issue of  
constructing a grand Ram temple 
at Ayodhya can never be resolved 
through talks.

“This is not for the first time 
that Sri Sri has taken this initiative. 
In 2001, he made attempts but 
failed. The reaction to his efforts 
was the same as today. Somebody 
is calling him an agent of (Prime 
Minister Narendra) Modi while 
another is dubbing him a VHP 
agent. In fact, he is being insulted,” 
Jain told IANS. “A way out cannot 
be found through talks. We doubt 
his (Sri Sri’s) efforts will succeed.”

The spiritual leader had said 
on Monday that he would travel to 
Ayodhya and hold talks with vari-
ous stakeholders to the dispute on 
November 16.

Sri Sri was supposed to meet 
Home Minister Rajnath Singh at 

the latter’s official residence here 
on Tuesday but the meeting was 
cancelled at the last minute. Sri Sri 
has said that he was involved as a 
“mediator” to the temple issue of  
his own volition and did not have 
an agenda.

He said he will listen to eve-
rybody during the Uttar Pradesh 
visit. He is also likely to meet Chief  
Minister Yogi Adityanath.

VHP spokesperson Vinod 

Bansal said the issue can be re-
solved only through an Act of  
Parliament as court proceedings 
would only delay the matter.

“Even if  the Supreme Court 
gives a judgment, the issue can 
be dragged through other judicial 
means. The best option is to resolve 
the issue through an Act in Parlia-
ment. The BJP had promised to 
resolve to issue through such a 
law,” he said.

Patna, Nov. 15 (PTI): About 1.3 
lakh trucks would go off the roads 
in Bihar from midnight tonight 
for an indefinite period to press 
its demand for amendment in 
laws affecting their operations and 
withdrawal of  exorbitant permit 
registration fee.

The call for indefinite strike 
was made by Bihar Motor Trans-
port Federation (BMTF) today.

“About 1.3 lakh trucks across 
the state will come to a standstill 
from midnight. We had given a 
notice to the state government a 
fortnight ago that we may have 
to take this drastic step if  our 
demands are not paid heed to. 
We are left with no other choice”, 
BMTF president Uday Shankar 
Prasad Singh said.

Singh claimed, “we have re-
ceived support from the All India 
Motor Vehicle’s Association too. 
We have also been assured by 
other state associations that their 
vehicles will not ply in Bihar until 
our demands are met”.

He said “we have been seek-
ing an amendment in the state’s 
Minerals Act, which has made it 
mandatory for every truck carrying 
minerals to be equipped with GPS 
and e-locking.

We have been requesting that 

while truck operators are ready to 
get these installed from the open 
market, the government relax the 
mandatory technical specifica-
tions”

“We also requested for an 
increase in the rates at which pay-
ment is made by the government 
to trucks used for carrying sand. 
At the existing rates, all truck op-
erators are suffering heavy losses”, 
Singh said.

“Besides, we sought a with-
drawal of recent hike in the permit 
registration fee and and the Rs 50 
per day fine slapped on vehicles 
that are not found up to the mark 
in fitness tests”, he said.

The BMTF president claimed 
“we are exercising the option of  
strike as a last resort. We had met 
the Transport Secretary with our 
demands. We had personally met 
the Deputy Chief  Minister and 
also written to the Chief  Minis-
ter. We never wanted to take any 
action which would have put us 
in direct confrontation with the 
goverrnment”.

Meanwhile, Joint Secretary, 
Transport, Anupam Kumar has 
said “we have called a meeting this 
evening to look into the issues on 
which the strike has been called.

We will try to find a solution”.

New Delhi, Nov. 15 (IANS): The 
Supreme Court on Wednesday 
said a five-judge Constitution 
Bench will examine whether there 
is need to reconsider its 2006 judge-
ment which said it was not manda-
tory for states to give reservation in 
promotions to Scheduled Castes 
and Scheduled Tribes (SCs/STs).

“The state is not bound to 
make reservation for SCs/STs in 
matter of  promotions. However, 
if  they wish to exercise their dis-
cretion and make such provision, 
the state has to collect quantifi-
able data showing backwardness 
of  the class and inadequacy of  
representation of  that class in 
public employment in addition to 
compliance with Article 335 of the 
Constitution,” the top court’s order 
of October 19, 2006, said.

“It is made clear that even if  
the state has compelling reasons, 
as stated above, the state will have 
to see that its reservation provision 
does not lead to excessiveness so as 
to breach the ceiling limit of 50 per 
cent or obliterate the creamy layer 
or extend the reservation indefi-

nitely,” read the 2006 judgement 
in what is known as Nagaraj case.

A bench of Chief Justice Di-
pak Misra, Justice A.K. Sikri and 
Justice Ashok Bhushan said that 
the five judges will hear the matter 
following a two-judge bench refer-
ring the matter to the five-judge 
Constitution Bench.

Referring the matter to the 
five-judge bench, a bench of Justice 
Kurian Joseph and Justice R. Ba-
numathi by a November 14 order 
had said that the question raised 
before it requires “further and finer 
interpretation on the application of  
Article 16 (4A)....”

Article 16 (4A) provides for 
reservation in promotions for 
the SCs/STs with consequential 
seniority which, in the opinion of  
the state, are not adequately repre-
sented in the state services.

The petitioners had urged the 
two-judge bench for a “re-look at 
the Nagaraj case order specifically 
on the ground that the test of back-
wardness ought not to be applied 
to SCs/STs”.

The petitioner also raised the 

issue of “application of principle 
of  creamy layer in situations of  
competing claims within the same 
races, communities, groups, or 
parts thereof of SCs/STs notified 
by the President under Articles 
341 and 342 of  the Constitution 
of India”.

The bench headed by Chief  
Justice Misra was apprised by At-
torney General K.K. Venugopal 
about the November 14 orders on 
Tuesday.

In fact, the bench headed by 
Chief Justice Misra had assembled 
to hear a Maharashra government 
plea to challenge a Bombay High 
Court order that set aside the state 
government’s May 25, 2004, rule 
giving 33 per cent reservation to 
SCs/STs, denotified tribes, differ-
ent categories of nomadic groups, 
and special backward categories.

The rule was struck down by 
the Maharashtra Administrative 
Tribunal and later the Bombay 
High Court upheld the decision. 
Besides Maharashtra, the court 
was moved by many associations 
of SCs/STs.

Ghaziabad, Nov. 15 (IANS): 
A man was shot and wounded 
by security personnel when he 
tried to slip into the high-security 
Indian Air Force (IAF) base at 
Hindon here in Uttar Pradesh, 
police said on Wednesday.

Interrogated by police and 
IAF officers, the man, identified 
as 25-year-old Sujeet from Delhi, 
claimed he wanted to fly to Saudi 
Arabia in search of  work. He 
was preparing “to take a ride” on 
one of  the planes at the air base, 
he said.

Police sources said the man 
seemed to be on drugs and at one 
point insisted he only wanted to 
take a meal.

“There are variations in his 
statement,” a police source said. 

Sujeet, a resident of  Anand 
Vihar in east Delhi, has been 

admitted to a medical facility at 
the air base in Sahibabad and is 
being interrogated by IAF and 
police officers.

Officials said he was seen 
lurking around the air base at 
around 10.30 p.m. on Tuesday.

Sujeet first examined an IAF 
jet installed outside the base. He 
then tried to enter the complex 
through Gate 1. 

When the security personnel 
stopped him, he started scaling 
the boundary wall and refused to 
give up despite several warnings.

The security personnel then 
shot at below Sujeet’s knee. Ren-
dered immobile, he was taken 
into custody. 

A senior official told IANS 
that the accused originally 
hailed from Pratapgarh in Uttar 
Pradesh.

Gurugram, Nov. 14 (IANS): A 
day before Haryana Chief Minister 
Manohar Lal Khattar announced a 
CBI probe into the murder of a Class 
2 student here, Haryana cabinet 
minister Rao Narbir Singh told the 
family not to demand a CBI probe, 
the boy’s father said on Tuesday.

On September 14, Narbir Singh 
visited the house of  seven-year-
old Pradhuman Thakur, who was 
murdered in the Ryan International 
School on September 8, and spoke 
strongly against a probe by the Cen-
tral Bureau of Investigation (CBI), 
father Barun Chandra Thakur said.

The father told IANS here that 
the PWD, Forest and Civil Avia-
tion Minister reached their house 
in Maruti Kunj on Sohna Road and 
told him not to demand an investiga-

tion by the CBI into the murder.
“CBI is just a big name and noth-

ing more. The agency already has 
lots of workload and it will not be 
able to probe the case even in a year 
or more. Haryana Police is a better 
agency than CBI and it will deliver 
its report within a stipulated time,” 
Barun Thakur quoted the minister 
as saying.

“When we said that we want 
the CBI to investigate the case, the 
minister argued: ‘What will happen 
if the CBI too comes up with the fact 
that the school bus conductor Ashok 
Kumar killed the child after failing to 
sodomise him’,” Thakur said.

Thakur said the minister was 
accompanied by a man not known 
to him.

“Prior to that, the minister was 

present during the cremation of  
Pradhuman on September 9 and he 
again visited us on September 10 to 
pay his condolences but could not 
meet me,” he added.

The minister was not available 
for his comments on Thakur’s claim 
despite several efforts by IANS to 
reach him. His personnel secretary 
Laxminarayan told IANS: “The 
minister is in Chandigarh. It is not 
possible to have a word with him.”

BJP leaders in Haryana are a di-
vided lot after the CBI declared that 
the murderer of the Class 2 student 
was a senior schoolmate and not the 
bus conductor as alleged by Haryana 
Police.

The investigation into Pradhu-
man Thakur’s gory killing took 
a dramatic twist on November 8 

when the CBI arrested the Class 11 
student, also of Ryan International 
School, and charged him with mur-
dering the young boy in the school 
washroom.

Narbir Singh came in support of  
the Haryana Police and called the 
arrest of the Ryan student by the CBI 
“unjustified”.

“I am not able to digest the 
outcome of the investigation carried 
out by the CBI. The Haryana Police 
probe was more acceptable,” the BJP 
MLA from Badhshahpur constitu-
ency of Gurugram had said.

But Rao Inderjit Singh, a central 
government minister and an MP 
from Gurugram, Haryana Health 
Minister Anil Vij and BJP MLA 
from Gurugram Umesh Aggarwal 
backed the CBI.

Chandigarh, Nov. 15 (IANS): Chief  
Ministers Manohar Lal Khattar of  
Haryana and Arvind Kejriwal of  
Delhi on Wednesday met for nearly 
90 minutes here and agreed to take 
steps to prevent a repeat of smog in 
the National Capital Region (NCR) 
next year.

“We ... are happy to have had a 
very fruitful meeting at Chandigarh. 
We recognize our deep and shared 
concern over the recent episode of  
heavy smog in our NCR. We agreed 
upon the need for action on many 
measures aimed at preventing its re-
occurrence in the winter of 2018,” a 
joint statement said.

“During discussions, we agreed 
that the serious health risk to which 
such episodes of  smog expose one 
and all require concrete and quick 
action on a number of fronts.

“We covered crop residue burning 
and vehicular pollution issues. We 
resolve to put in sustained efforts in 
pursuance of the jointly identified ac-
tion points in the coming days, weeks 
and months,” the statement added.

“We look forward to covering 
other sources of air and water pollu-
tion in our future discussions,” it said.

Speaking to the media after his 
meeting with Khattar, Kejriwal said: 
“We cannot control the direction of  
the wind. We all will have to make 
efforts to control air pollution.”

Kejriwal, who had earlier blamed 
farmers of Punjab and Haryana for 
causing smoke and air pollution in 
Delhi, avoided blaming anyone.

Khattar said: “We have discussed 

a number of steps that can be taken to 
ease air pollution.”

Both Chief Ministers did not take 
any question from the media.

Kejriwal was earlier greeted by 
protests by activists of the Shiromani 
Akali Dal and Congress when he 
reached the Chandigarh airport.

Opposition leaders in Haryana 
criticized Khattar for agreeing to 
meet Kejriwal, saying the Delhi Chief  
Minister was raking up the issue only 
to blame farmers in Haryana and 
Punjab for causing air pollution by 
burning stubble.

Kejriwal flew into Chandigarh 
along with Delhi Environment Min-
ister Imran Hussain and Environ-
ment Department Secretary Keshav 
Chandra.

He had earlier written to the 
Chief Ministers of both Haryana and 
Punjab and sought a joint meeting to 
find a solution to the problem that has 
led to widespread health concerns in 
the NCR.  But on Tuesday, Punjab 
Chief Minister Amarinder Singh re-
jected Kejriwal’s request and instead 
asked him to refrain from trying to 
politicize a serious issue.

PTI

Kerala Transport Minister Thomas Chandy, who is facing encroachment charges, leaves his office at Secre-
tariat in Thiruvananthapuram on Wednesday. 

Sri Sri Ravi Shankar (File Photo)Sri Sri Ravi Shankar
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Haryana Chief Minister Manohar Lal greets his Delhi counterpart Arvind Kejriwal before a 
meeting in Chandigarh on Wednesday. 
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News IN BrIef
5.4-magnitude quake hits S.Korea
Seoul, Nov. 15 (IANS):  An earthquake measuring 5.4 
on the Richter scale jolted South Korea on Wednesday.
The tremor occurred in an area 9 km north of  the 
coastal city of Pohang in North Gyeongsang province 
at 2.29 p.m, according to the Korea Meteorological 
Administration. The epicentre, with a depth of 9 km, was 
at 36.10 degrees north latitude and 129.37 degrees east 
longitude, reports Xinhua news agency. Before the main 
tremor, earthquakes of  2.2 and 2.6 magnitude struck 
areas near Pohang city. An aftershock of 3.6 followed. 
According to TV footage, some buildings were externally 
damaged and windows were broken. 

15 bullet-riddled bodies found in 
Balochistan
Islamabad, Nov. 15 (IANS):  Fifteen bullet-riddled bodies 
were discovered by the security forces in Balochistan’s 
Kech district in Pakistan on Wednesday, officials said. 
The victims appeared to belong to various districts of  
Punjab province. Upon discovery of the bodies, Levies 
and Frontier Corps personnel reached the area and the 
bodies were shifted to District Headquarters (DHQ) 
Hospital Turbat. It was yet to be ascertained whether 
the victims were labourers or illegal immigrants trying 
to enter Iran on their way to Europe, the officer said. A 
large number of people from Punjab and other parts of  
Pakistan attempt to sneak into Iran illegally on their way 
to Greece and other European countries in search of  
greener pastures.

Italy donates $5mn to vaccinate 
children in Afghanistan, Pakistan 
Rome, Nov. 15 (IANS/AKI):  Italy has donated 4.5 
million euros ($5 million) towards efforts to vaccinate 
every child under the age of  five in Pakistan and 
Afghanistan, the Global Polio Eradication Initiative has 
announced. Pakistan and Afghanistan were the only 
two countries that reported polio cases this year. The 
Bill and Melinda Gates Foundation has matched Italy’s 
contribution, doubling its impact to 9 million euros ($10 
million), said the initiative, a public-private partnership 
led by national governments. Italian Foreign Minister 
Angelino Alfano underlined the country’s commitment 
to a polio-free world. 

Kremlin downplays Russian 
Defence Ministry blunder
Moscow, Nov. 15 (PTI/AP):  The Kremlin is 
downplaying the Russian Defence Ministry’s blunder 
when it backed its allegations of the US colluding with 
the Islamic State group in Syria with a screenshot from 
a video game. President Vladimir Putin’s spokesman, 
Dmitry Peskov, said today that “mistakes happen,” 
adding that the Russian military quickly corrected the 
error and punished the culprit. The Defence Ministry 
yesterday backed its claim that the US has protected 
IS militants in Syria with images showing a convoy of  
vehicles. The Bellingcat investigative group quickly noted 
that one of the images came from mobile phone game 
AC-130 Gunship Simulator, while the rest were taken 
from a 2016 video showing an Iraqi air force raid on IS. 

AP/PTI

Myanmar Foreign Minister Aung San Suu Kyi, right, leads U.S. Secretary of State Rex Tillerson to a joint press conference at the 
Foreign Ministry office in Naypyitaw, Myanmar, Wednesday, Nov. 15, 2017. Tillerson said Wednesday that his country was deeply 
concerned by “credible reports” of atrocities committed by Myanmar’s security forces and called for an independent investigation 
into a humanitarian crisis that has seen hundreds of thousands of Muslim Rohingya flee to Bangladesh. 

Mugabe under house arrest 
as military takes control 

US says N Korean malware 
lurking in computer networks

Five killed in multiple shootings in US; gunman shot dead Russia denies media meddling 
in Catalonia’s independence bid

Trump’s Seoul speech declaration of war — N Korea

Macron warns Europe not to rebuff Trump, Putin

China to deal with 
Doklam-like issues more 
strongly — Chinese expert

Tillerson says broad Myanmar sanctions won’t solve rohingya crisis 

Harare, Nov. 15 (PTI/
AFP):  Zimbabwe’s military 
was in control of the country 
today as President Robert 
Mugabe said he was under 
house arrest, although gen-
erals denied staging a coup.

Mugabe’s decades-long 
grip on power appeared to 
be fading as military vehicles 
blocked roads outside the 
parliament in Harare and 
senior soldiers delivered a 
late-night television address 
to the nation.

“The president... and his 
family are safe and sound 
and their security is guar-
anteed,” Major General 
Sibusiso Moyo said, slowly 
reading out a statement.

“We are only targeting 
criminals around him who 
are committing crimes... 
As soon as we have accom-
plished our mission we ex-
pect that the situation will 
return to normalcy.” 

Moyo said: “This is not a 
military takeover of govern-
ment”.

But the generals’ actions 
posed a major challenge to 
the 93-year-old Mugabe, 
who has ruled Zimbabwe 
since independence from 
Britain in 1980.

Neighbouring South Af-
rica’s President Jacob Zuma, 
one of  Mugabe’s closest 
allies, said he had spoken 

to the veteran leader by tel-
ephone.

Mugabe “indicated that 
he was confined to his home 
but said that he was fine,” 
the South African govern-
ment said in a statement that 
called for calm and restraint.

Tensions between Mu-
gabe and the military estab-
lishment, which has long 
helped prop up his authori-
tarian rule, erupted in public 
over recent weeks.

The ruling ZANU-PF 
party yesterday accused 
army chief  General Con-
stantino Chiwenga of “trea-
sonable conduct” after he 
criticised Mugabe for sack-
ing vice president Emmer-
son Mnangagwa.

Mnangagwa’s dismissal 
left Mugabe’s wife Grace, 

52, in prime position to suc-
ceed her husband as the next 
president -- a succession 
strongly opposed by senior 
ranks in the military.

As the situation deterio-
rated overnight, prolonged 
gunfire was heard near Mu-
gabe’s private residence.

Today, the TV state 
broadcaster played liberation 
struggle songs, while many 
citizens in Harare shopped 
at markets, drove to work 
or queued outside banks 
despite the turmoil.

The US embassy warned 
its citizens in the country to 
“shelter in place” due to “on-
going political uncertainty”.

South Africa urged Zim-
babwe to resist any “un-
constitutional changes” of  
government, and said it was 

sending envoys to Harare on 
behalf of the SADC bloc of  
southern African nations to 
help resolve the impasse.

President Mugabe and 
Grace made no public com-
ment and their exact where-
abouts was not known, 
while government and army 
spokesmen were not avail-
able to comment.

“The government’s si-
lence on the military deploy-
ments seem to confirm that 
President Mugabe has lost 
control of  the situation,” 
Robert Besseling, of  the 
London-based EXX Africa 
risk consultancy, said.

Mugabe is the world’s 
oldest head of state, but his 
poor health has fuelled a 
bitter succession battle as po-
tential replacements jockey 
for position.

In speeches this year, 
Mugabe has often slurred his 
words, mumbled and paused 
for long periods.

His lengthy rule has been 
marked by brutal repression 
of dissent, mass emigration, 
vote-rigging and economic 
collapse since land reforms 
in 2000.

Speculation has been 
rife in Harare that Mugabe 
had sought to remove army 
chief  Chiwenga, who is 
seen as an ally of  ousted 
Mnangagwa.

Washington, Nov. 15 
(PTI/AFP):  US authori-
ties said malware devel-
oped in North Korea is still 
lurking in many computer 
networks, giving hackers 
backdoor access to govern-
ment, financial, automo-
tive and media organisa-
tions.

An alert issued by the 
Department of  Homeland 
Security warned of  sur-
reptitious activity by the 
so-called “Hidden Cobra” 
hacker group, also known 
by the name “Lazarus.” 

US officials earlier this 
year blamed the group for 
a series of  cyberattacks 
dating back to 2009, say-
ing it was linked to the 
Pyongyang government.

In Tuesday’s warning, 
the DHS Computer Emer-
gency Response Team 
(CERT) said the hacker 
could still maintain a pres-
ence on victims’ networks 
with the aim of  “further 
network exploitation.” 

The report said some 
networks could be infected 
with the Volgmer “back-
door Trojan” or a remote 
administration tool known 
as Fallchill, which can give 
hackers complete control 
of  a system.

It said FBI investiga-
tors suspect the Fallchill 
tool has been used since 

2016 and Volgmer since 
2013.

Private security ana-
lysts refer to Hidden Cobra 
as the “Lazarus” group of  
hackers linked to North 
Korea and likely behind a 
series of  multimillion-dol-
lar cyber thefts from banks 
around the world.

Some analysts say the 
Lazarus group may also 
have been behind the Wan-
naCry ransomware out-
break earlier this year.

Hackers in the Hidden 
Cobra or Lazarus group 
have been active since 2009 
and “have leveraged their 
capabilities to target and 
compromise a range of  vic-
tims,” according to a DHS 
report in June.

“Some intrusions have 
resulted in the exfiltration 
of  data while others have 
been disruptive in nature.” 

DHS and FBI officials 
say the group “will contin-
ue to use cyber operations 
to advance their govern-
ment’s military and strate-
gic objectives,” according 
to the DHS report.

North Korea has de-
nied orchestrating any cy-
ber attacks, but the latest 
report comes amid rising 
tensions with the United 
States over the communist 
regime’s nuclear testing 
program.

Los Angeles, Nov. 15 (IANS):  At 
least five persons were killed following 
shootings at multiple locations in Te-
hama County in Northern California 
in the US, including an elementary 
school where at least two children were 
wounded.

Authorities described a chaotic 
scene in which a gunman on Tuesday 
appeared to pick targets at random in 
the rural Northern California county, 
the Los Angeles Times reported. The 
gunman was fatally shot by the sheriff ’s 
deputies. 

The gunman’s name has not been 
released. The Tehama County Sheriff ’s 
Office said it was dealing with at least 
five crime scenes and trying to assess the 
number of casualties.

The authorities said the shootings 
appear to have begun as a “domestic 
violence incident” but did not provide 
details.

They said the gunfire began around 8 
a.m. in Rancho Tehama, near Red Bluff, 
about about 193 km from Sacramento.

Tehama County Assistant Sher-
iff  Phil Johnston did not have a total 

number of victims, but said “a number” 
of students had been medically evacu-
ated from the school grounds. 

A semi-automatic rifle and two 
handguns that the gunman carried were 
recovered at one scene, he said.

“We have about 100 law enforcement 
personnel in Rancho Tehama right now,” 
Johnston said.

“I know that we have (airlifted) a 
number of students,” he told reporters. 
“I know that we have children that were 
attending school in a safe location at this 
time.”

Moscow, Nov. 15 (IANS):  Top government officials 
in Russia on Wednesday said there was no proof that 
Moscow interfered in Catalonia’s independence bid, 
adding that such allegations were “hysterical” and 
could instead be attributed to domestic issues in Spain.

The rebuttal came a day after Spain’s Prime Minis-
ter Mariano Rajoy claimed that more than half  of the 
social media bots spreading false news reports during 
the Catalonia independence campaign originated from 
Russia, Efe news reported. 

“Maybe this can be explained because the capitals 
of the countries from where these accusations come, 
whether it be Madrid or London, do not have their 
own internal problems resolved,” said Russian Foreign 
Minister Sergey Lavrov, referring to Rajoy and British 
Premier Theresa May, who had issued a separate warn-
ing against Russia on Monday. 

He added that the hysterical sensationalism regard-
ing alleged Russian meddling was being used by coun-
try leaders to distract electorates from their inability to 
resolve internal issues. 

Kremlin spokesman Dmitri Peskov also denied the 
accusations, insisting that there was no proof. 

“Neither the Spanish authorities, NATO, nor the 
media have presented a single argument that war-
rants giving attention to the accusations,” he told 
journalists. 

Several Spanish officials have raised concerns 
about allegations that Russian social media bots 
stoked divisions in Spain amid high tensions in early 
October, when Catalan officials pushed ahead with an 
independence referendum that was branded illegal by 
the state.

Seoul, Nov. 15 (IANS): North Korea 
on Wednesday called a speech by US 
President Donald Trump at the South 
Korean Parliament an “open declara-
tion of  war”.

During his speech last week, 
Trump, who was here during his 
5-nation Asian tour, had criticised the 
repressive North Korean regime and 
painted a bleak picture of  life in the 
country, Efe news reported.

The Republican politician had 
also called North Korean leader Kim 
Jong-un “short and fat” in his tweet.

“The reckless remarks spouted by 
Trump during his junkets cannot but 

be viewed as the final confirmation 
of  the White House’s hostile policy 
towards the DPRK, a total denial of  
the existence of  the DPRK and an 
open declaration of  war,” said the 
country’s main newspaper Rodong 
Sinmun.

Trump had also slammed the hu-
man rights violations by the North 
Korean regime and said that the 
country is far from the “paradise 
Kim’s grandfather Kim Il-sung had 
envisioned it to be”.

Pyongyang’s response to this 
direct attack comes a day after the 
conclusion of  Trump’s Asian tour, 

during which he also visited Japan, 
China, Vietnam and the Philippines.

“We’ve watched Trump’s ludi-
crous acts with patience to the last. 
He should know that he is just a 
hideous criminal sentenced to death 
by the Korean people,” the North 
Korean daily reported.

During his tour, Trump had urged 
the international community to unite 
and put pressure on Pyongyang to 
halt its nuclear missile programme.

North Korea has not carried out 
any new tests since September 15, 
when it launched an intermediate-
range missile that flew over Japan. 

London, Nov. 15 (IANS):  
French President Emmanuel 
Macron has said US Pres-
ident Donald Trump and 
Russian President Vladimir 
Putin are threatening Western 
values of openness and toler-
ance but isolating them from 
Europe would be counterpro-
ductive.

“If you decide just to push 
them back from Europe and 
our values, saying ‘you’re 
betraying our values’, you lose 
them,” he told the BBC.

Many see the US and 
Russian leaders as resistant to 

liberal “elite” values.
Macron was speaking in 

Abu Dhabi, where he opened 
a new Louvre Museum, ac-
cording to a report published 
in BBC on Tuesday. He called 
it a symbol of tolerance and 
diversity in the region.

“We’re at the epicentre of  
a series of conflicts and battles 
inside the Muslim world,” 
he said in an interview at the 
weekend. “It’s very important 
to me to support those de-
fending an open Islam.”

He said the West had 
made a mistake in aban-

doning a “grand narrative” 
around its values and identity, 
and that France had a role in 
defending them abroad.

“You need a collective 
narrative, a common goal, 
common imagination,” he 
said. “It was the strength of  
Daesh (Islamic State) - it was 
a promise of death.

“And I think one of  the 
problems of Western society 
and Western countries during 
the past decade was to aban-
don imagination, ambition, 
vision.

“No one falls in love with 

the single market, the finan-
cial market, labour reforms or 
budget perspective,” he con-
tinued. “People are motivated 
because of a big narrative.”

He said it was “paranoia, 
their (sense of) threat, and 
their willingness to protect 
something” that made lead-
ers such as President Putin 
choose a different path, but 
that the Russian president 
was forgetting that part of  
his country’s own civilisation 
was about openness, and that 
its future was directly linked 
to Europe.

Beijing, Nov. 15 (IANS):  
China will handle more 
“squarely” issues like Dok-
lam and not adopt the past 
approach of trying to shelve 
differences, a Chinese expert 
said on Wednesday.

The expert with Chi-
na’s leading think tank also 
said that Beijing will not 
compromise on the issues 
safeguarding sovereignty, 
territorial integrity and core 
interests.

“When safeguarding 
sovereignty, territorial in-
tegrity and core interests, 
we will always be assertive 
and strong because there is 
no room for compromise 
on these issues,” said Yuan 
Peng, Vice President at the 
China Institutes for Con-
temporary International 
Relations.

Asked if  he meant that 
China will deal strongly on 
issues like Dokalm, Yuan 
said: “It will depend really 
on what kind of crisis it is. It 
will depend on the situation.

“In the past, we thought 
we would shelve differences. 
Now, we will face them 
squarely.

“Because even if  we 
agree to shelve differences, 
the other party might not 
agree to do so. So we now 
face these problems head 
on, and safeguard our legiti-
mate interests. But we will 
do this in an incremental 
way.”

India and China were 
locked in a two-month mili-
tary stand-off at Doklam in 
the Sikkim section of their 
border. The crises ended 
in August, with both sides 

retreating from the point of  
the face-off.

Yuan was talking to 
journalists on China’s for-
eign policy in the next five 
years.

“Indeed, as far as pro-
tecting our interests on sov-
ereignty and ensuring a sta-
ble and peaceful periphery 
are concerned, it is not so 
easy to strike a balance. No 
country will seek a peaceful 
external environment at the 
cost of its own interests.

“President Xi talked 
about peaceful development 
and also that we will never 
allow actions that hurt Chi-
na’s interests,” Yuan added.

He said China did not 
want conflict with India 
but will defend its territory 
strongly if  the need arose.

“This relationship is as 
important as other major 
country relations such as 
China and Russia. It is not 
something that China and 
India want to see. Both are 
rapidly emerging countries 
and partners within BRICS. 
We want to see the rise of  
the two countries like broth-
ers.

“The last thing we want 
to see is a full-blown con-
flict. Both sides should learn 
the lesson that we don’t need 
to fight and that we should 
take Sino-Indian relations 
on a strategic high, like the 
China-Russia relationship.

“These issues should 
be handled in a proper way 
rather than letting them 
hijack bilateral relationship. 
We need more compre-
hensive mechanisms and 
dialogue,” he added.

Naypyidaw, Nov. 15 (PTI/
AFP):  Washington’s top dip-
lomat today said he would not 
yet push for sanctions against 
Myanmar over the Rohingya 
refugee crisis, but he called for an 
independent investigation into 
“credible” reports that soldiers 
committed atrocities against the 
Muslim minority.

Secretary of State Rex Tiller-
son was speaking after a one-day 
stop in Naypyidaw, as global 
outrage builds over impunity 
for a military accused of waging 
an ethnic cleansing campaign 
against the Rohingya.

Speaking by his side, My-
anmar’s de facto civilian leader 
Aung San Suu Kyi hit back at 
global criticism that she has been 
silent over the refugee crisis, 
saying she has instead focused 
on speech that avoids inflaming 
sectarian tensions.

More than 600,000 Ro-
hingya have fled the mainly Bud-
dhist country since the military 
launched a counter-insurgency 
operation in northern Rakhine 
state in late August.

While the army insists it has 

only targeted Rohingya rebels, 
refugees massing in grim Bang-
ladeshi camps have described 

chilling and consistent accounts 
of widespread murder, rape and 
arson at the hands of  security 

forces and Buddhist mobs.
Speaking after meetings with 

the army chief and Suu Kyi, Till-

erson said that broad economic 
sanctions are “not something 
that I’d think would be advisable 
at this time”.

“We want to see Myanmar 
succeed,” he told reporters. “You 
can’t just impose sanctions and 
say therefore the crisis is over.” 

But he said Washington was 
“deeply concerned by credible 
reports of widespread atrocities 
committed by Myanmar’s secu-
rity forces and vigilantes” and 
urged Myanmar to accept an 
independent investigation into 
those allegations, after which 
individual sanctions could be 
appropriate.

“The scenes of  what oc-
curred out there are just horrific,” 
he added.

Both the army and Suu Kyi’s 
administration have dismissed 
reports of atrocities and refused 
to grant entry to UN investigators 
charged with probing allegations 
of ethnic cleansing.

But Washington has been 
careful to focus blame on the mil-
itary rather than Suu Kyi, whose 
fledgling civilian administration 
is in a delicate power-sharing ar-

rangement with the army.
Though she lacks any say in 

security policy, the Nobel laure-
ate has become a punching bag 
for rights groups disappointed 
by her failure to publicly criticise 
the military or defend Rohingya 
against rising Islamophobia, par-
tyl because she was so outspoken 
during the junta years.

Suu Kyi, who rarely holds 
press conferences, addressed 
those criticisms today.

“I have not been silent... what 
people mean is what I say is not 
interesting enough,” she told re-
porters. “What I say is not meant 
to be exciting, it’s meant to be 
accurate... not set people against 
each other.” 

Suu Kyi’s defenders say she 
must tread lightly to avoid pro-
voking a powerful army that 
could roll back democratic gains 
at any time.

The US was a major ally 
in the democratic opening that 
eventually led to Suu Kyi taking 
office after free elections in 2015, 
ending five decades of military 
dictatorship.

Washington rolled back jun-

ta-era trade bans and sanctions 
on military cronies at key points 
in the transition to encourage 
progress.

But the Rohingya crisis has 
pushed US lawmakers to propose 
a renewal of  targeted military 
sanctions, including import bans 
on a jade trade run mostly by 
junta-era cronies.

Tillerson said he would re-
view the bills upon return to 
Washington. As anger over 
the plight of  Rohingya mounts 
abroad, Myanmar’s army has 
dug-in with its denial of abuses 
-- while also curbing access to the 
conflict zone.

Ahead of Tillerson’s arrival 
the commander-in-chief  pub-
lished an internal probe that 
exonerated soldiers of all allega-
tions, saying there was no evi-
dence troops had killed civilians, 
raped women or used “excessive 
force” in Rakhine.

Rights groups blasted the 
report as an attempt to “white-
wash” atrocities by a military 
with a long history of  abuses, 
especially against ethnic minori-
ties in border regions.
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Foo Fighters to bring back Cal Jam in 2018
Foo Fighters have announced that they’re bring the successful Cal Jam festival back to 
San Bernardino in 2018. The original California Jam was held in 1974 and 1978, attract-
ing bands including Black Sabbath, Deep Purple, Aerosmith, Emerson, Lake & Palmer, 
Heart and Foreigner. Dave Grohl and co revived the festival just last month, headlining 
the event and inviting artists including Queens Of The Stone Age, Wolf Alice, Bob 
Mould and Royal Blood to California. And while details for next year’s Cal Jam are thin 
on the ground, it’s been confirmed that it’ll again take place at the Glen Helen Regional 
Park And Festival Grounds on October 5 and 6 for “another Friday night camping 
party followed by another Saturday 12-hour rock extravaganza.” Foos will headline and 
curate the event, while a video recap of last month’s Cal Jam has been released to mark 
the new announcement. (Teamrock.com)

(From L-R) The eight finalists for the Miss Kohima 2017 Beauty Pageant: Pelevinuo Rüpreo, Khrütolü Swuro, Thejakhri-
enuo Nakhro, Arenla Ao, Avikali Achumi, Onounungla, Mesüloü Thele and Ruopfüzhano Whiso.

TickeT raTes
Silver Rs. 80
Gold Rs. 150

Platinum Rs. 320

HILL STAR 
Movie Schedule

Hill Star is thrilled to announce its valued HillStarCinema fans that the 
hall is now live at BookMyShowIN You can now BUY tickets online! 

10 am, 5.30 pm: Thor 
Ragnarok

12.30, 8 pm: Qarib Qarib 
single

3 pm: Shadi: Mein 
Zaror Aana

Blake Shelton named 
2017’s Sexiest 
Man Alive

Weinstein sued by 
another actress over 
rape charges

Miss Kohima 2017 on Nov. 18

Shakira postpones European tour 
due to vocal cord haemorrhage

T. Lemteshi is Miss Tikhir 2017

B
lake Shelton has been 
named 2017s Sexiest 
Man Alive by an inter-
national magazine. The 
singer is shocked and 

says “they all must be running out 
of people”.

People magazine gave the title 
to the 41-year-old country singer 
on Tuesday night, reports people.
com. 

On what went through his 
mind when he first heard the 
news, Shelton said: “That you all 
must be running out of people. 
Like, wow, we’re down to some-
body who is somewhat symmetri-
cal.”

Shelton credits his girlfriend of  
two years Gwen Stefani -- whose 
film “Trolls” will have its Indian 
TV premiere on November 26 on 
Star Movies and Star Movies HD 
-- for convincing him to embrace 
the title. 

“She goes, ‘Listen to me, 
you’re going to regret this for the 
rest of your life if you don’t take 

this 

gift 
and just live 
in the moment’,” he said. 

Shelton said he wants 
to show off his title in front 
of Maroon 5 frontman and 
fellow “The Voice” coach 
Adam Levine. 

“I can’t wait to shove 
this up Adam’s a**. 
As proud as I am and 
honoured that you 
guys asked me, 
that’s really the 
only thing I care 
about,” he 
added. 

IANS

A
n actress has 
sued Hol-
lywood pro-
ducer Harvey 
Weinstein, 

claiming he masturbated in 
front of her at a hotel and 
raped her.

The actress, listed as 
Jane Doe in the lawsuit, 
says she met Weinstein in 
2011 and they attended 
events over the next few 
years, reports tmz.com.

She didn’t describe the 
nature of the relationship 
but said that in 2015 she 
met Weinstein at a hotel to 
talk about a job on a show 
called “Marco Polo”. 

According to the law-
suit, he gripped her wrists 
with one hand while using 
the other to masturbate in 
front of her until comple-
tion.

She said that in 
2016, she met him 
again at the same 
hotel to “celebrate 
her upcoming 
role in ‘Marco 
Polo’.” 

According 
to her, Wein-
stein excused 
himself, came 
back out in 
a bathrobe, 
grabbed her, 

threw her on the bed, 
pulled down her jeans and 
began orally copulating 
her. She says she pushed 
his head off  and ordered 
him to stop, but he used 
his “massive weight and 
strength” to force himself  
on her.

The actress, who claims 
to have never got the 
“Marco Polo” role, is suing 
Harvey Weinstein and The 
Weinstein Company say-
ing that the company was 
aware of his pattern of us-
ing the promise of jobs to 
coerce actresses to engage 
in sexual acts.

Weinstein is sued over 
charges of sexual battery 
and gender violence.

Besides this case, Wein-
stein has been accused of  
sexual misconduct by close 

to 100 actresses.
IANS

A
ltogether eight finalists will be vy-
ing for Miss Kohima title on Nov. 
18, 2017 at RCEMPA, Jotsoma 
from 5 pm onwards. This was 
stated in a press release issued by 

the organisers.
The eight beauties are Arenla Ao, Onou-

nungla, Thejakhrienuo Nakhro, Pelevinuo 
Rüpreo, Ruopfüzhano Whiso, Avikali Achumi, 
Khrütolü Swuro, and Mesüloü Thele. 

The event is being organised by Agathos So-
ciety will its theme, “Inspiring Empowerment”. 

The judges for the pageant are said to 
be Nise Meruno, Theyiesinuo Keditsu and 
Lipokozulu Lemtur. The release mentions that 
a six-day grooming session on ramp walking, 
choreography, social etiquettes, photo-shoot and 
clean election campaign was conducted for the 
contestants.

The release further notifies that for more 
information, one may find the ‘Miss Kohima 
2017’ page on Facebook or Instagram. 

Tickets priced Rs. 500 and Rs. 2000 for 
donors respectively are said to be available at the 
venue.

EMN

T
he 40-year-old 
singer was due 
start her tour 
in Germany 
last Wednesday 

(08.11.17), but was forced 
to pull out of the open-
ing show to avoid further 
damaging her voice.

She was hoping to 
make a full recovery ahead 
of her next scheduled con-
cert in Paris on November 
10, however, on Monday 
(13.11.17) she issued a 
statement revealing the 
extent of the damage to 
her right vocal cord, whilst 
apologising to her fans, 
children and team not 
being able to perform for 
them.

The ‘Hips Don’t Lie’ 
hitmaker has now decided 
to reschedule the run until 
2018 on doctor’s advice.

Shakira’s heartfelt state-
ment - which was posted in 
both Spanish and Eng-
lish - read: “To my friend 
and fans, for the last five 
months I’ve been wholly 

dedicated to preparing my 
El Dorado World Tour.

“However, these past 
few days, just before my 
first concerts, have been the 
hardest of my career. At 
the end of July I went for 
a routine checkup, before 
starting to design this tour 
and my doctor confirmed 
that my vocal cords were in 
perfect condition.

“The doctors, upon 
examination, detected that 
I had suffered a hemor-
rhage on my right vocal 
cord. I then went on vocal 
rest as recommended by 
the specialists in an attempt 
to recover in time for my 
first show in Cologne.

“Unfortunately the 
hemorrhage doesn’t appear 
to have reabsorbed and my 
nightmare continues. At 
the moment I find myself  
in a difficult battle as I try 
to fully recover.

“It pains me not to be 
able to sing this month, 
for those have done even 
the impossible to get 

tickets and accompany me 
throughout the different 
countries of Europe.

“For my team of 60 
plus people who have 
worked day and night until 
the last day to help me put 
together the best show of  
my artistic career, and who, 
like myself, are anxious to 
begin this tour.

“For my kids who 
were excited to see their 
mom in concert as soon as 
possible. And above all, of  
my fans, who have always 
been by my side through 
the good and the bad, and 
who deserve the best of  
me.

“In all the years I’ve 
been singing, I’ve never 
been faced with situation 
like this. As such, and with 
a heavy heart, I must an-
nounce that I find myself  
obliged to postpone my 
European tour until 2018, 
to allow my body several 
necessary weeks, dedicated 
to my complete recovery.

“Thanks to my fans 
throughout the world for 
their understanding and 
loyalty, for all the encourag-
ing messages and affection 
they’ve transmitted to me, 
and for their prayers.

“I hope to overcome 
this difficult trial and to 
return to the stage as soon 
as possible, to once again 
hear your voices singing 
along with mine. “I love 
all of you very much and I 
will always remem-
ber those who have 
been by my side 
during this time, 
offering their 
friendship and 
affection. 
Shakira (sic)”

female-
first.co.uk

T
he 4th Edition 
of  Miss Tikhir 
organised by 
Tikhir Beauty 
Pageant Asso-

ciation (TBPA) was successfully 
held on Nov. 14 at Hopongkyu 
Memorial Hall Kiphire Town. This 

was stated in a press note issued 
by the organisers. 

SDO Kiphire Longtiba 
graced the event as the 

chief  guest.
The release men-

tions that T. Lemteshi, 
a M.sc geology 
student who aspires 
to become an Ad-
ministrative Officer 
was crowned  Miss 
Tikhir 2017 while 
Kepenshi Thongliu a 
M.sc Botany student 
and T. Tsuvishe a 
class 12 student were 
adjudged 1st and 2nd 
runners up respec-
tively. 

The panel of  
judges were Happyto 
P. Chishi, Finalist 
North East Highway 
Star Voice Hunt 
2010, Runner up The 

Voice Of  HASSU 
2014 and participant of  

Ethnic Model Hunt 

2007 and Mr. Nagaland 2009; Rhi 
Rhi Assistant Professor ZPGC; 
Doichong  Phom who is a designer 
and Longtise Sangtam Assistant 
Professor ZPGC and winner of  
Naga Next Top Model 2014. 

The official designers of  the 
event were Designer Khosalu 
Chase and W. Tanushe. 

Subtitle winners were Easter- 
Miss Congeniality; Asula-Miss 
Photogenic; Reakhanshe-Miss 
Talented; Yantsushe-Miss Beauti-
ful Skin; T. Lemteshi-Miss View-
ers Choice; Levinshu-Miss Best 
Costume and W. Tansushe-Miss 
Perfect 10.

EMN

Miss Tikhir 2017 T. Lemteshi (Middle) flanked by 1st Runners-up Kepenshi Thongliu (L) and 
2nd Runners-up T. Tsuvishe (R). 

Aghali H. Assumi, Miss Sümi 2017 flanked by Anikali Kiba - 2nd Runners-up and Atotoli K. Kits- 1st Runners-up. 

Miss Sümi 2017
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Nagaland Cricket Association (NCA) represented by Angto V Yeptho (Rana, Zbto), Sashimeren (Mon), 
Vhunsenlo Kippen (Dmp), Ato Chang (Mkg) and Rajesh Mandol (Peren) at the BCCI Level-1 Umpires Course 
for N.E. States which is being held at Imphal from Nov. 13 till the 16th under retired international umpires 
coach Bhoopinder Singh Bhatti and Vilas Bandiwdekar.

Kelei Zeliang inaugurating the 11th edition of the Peren district legislators’ trophy at the Peren local ground 
on Wednesday, Nov. 15. (DPRO Peren)

11
BCCI Level-1 umpires course

MIRROR CROSSWORD 1651SUD0KU 1490
Every Sudoku has a unique solution that can be 
reached logically. Enter numbers into the blank 
spaces so that each row, column and 3x3 box 
contains the numbers 1 to 9.

SOLUTIONS TO CROSSWORD 1650

Across

1 One of these
5 With deftness
9 “No way!”
13 Stockings
14 Be first
15 Wolfe the detective
16 Unskilled
19 Benders
20 Heated up again
21 Homes
23 Actress Merrill
24 Asian tongue
25 Oriental lynx
28 Hodgepodge
32 French singer Piaf
33 Standard
34 Burnish
35 Accomplished
36 Temporary state
38 Whimper
39 Joule fraction
40 Inducement
41 Brass instruments
42 Dinner course
44 Bloodshed
46 Cold War news agency
47 Onion’s kin
48 Recently
51 Hereditary heads of state
55 Distinctive horse
56 1970 Carpenters hit
58 Fluffy stuff
59 Defendant’s response
60 Garb for Superman
61 Dog botherer

62 Calibrates
63 Join
Down
1 “___ she blows!”
2 It’s where the heart is
3 Part of Caesar’s boast
4 Make specific plans
5 Bryn Mawr grad
6 “Get with it!”
7 Set down
8 Gridiron divs.
9 A day in France
10 Principal
11 Inner drive

12 “Bonanza” brother
17 Author Segal
18 City formerly called 

Salisbury
22 Real estate ad abbr.
24 Alien craft
25 Gave up
26 Venerate
27 Finger jewelry
29 Caribbean isle
30 Soviet labor camp
31 Corpulent plus
33 Cole who was “King”
36 Astronomical distance
37 Pop-chart toppers

38 1970s music genre
40 Conquer
41 Deal with
43 Poem part
44 Storage space
45 Virgilian hero
48 “Carmina Burana” 

composer
49 Noisome
50 Be slothful
51 Burrowing beast
52 Shade of blue
53 Pueblo Indian
54 Bird feeder food
57 CD forerunners

SOLUTIONS TO SUD0KU 1490

Australia’s Mile Jedinak (center) is congratulated by teammates after scoring a goal against Honduras 
during their World Cup soccer playoff deciding match in Sydney, Australia on Wednesday, Nov. 15.

AP/PTI

Kohima district volleyball c’ship from Nov. 25

Peren district legislators’ football trophy underway

Saina advances at China OpenFederer powers past Zverev to reach last four at ATP Finals

Zasinihu memorial trophy begins at Jotsoma

Hat-trick hero Jedinak fires 
Australia into World Cup

Chief guest Kevisekho Kruse with public leaders, tournament officials and players of Phoenix FC and 
Kiruphema Students’ Union before the inaugural match at Jotsoma village ground on Nov. 15.

EM Images

Sydney, Nov. 15 (AFP): 
Captain Mile Jedinak’s 
second-half  hat-trick fired 
Australia into next year’s 
World Cup in Russia on 
Wednesday as they swept 
past Honduras 3-1 in the 
second leg of  their playoff  
in Sydney.

The Aston Villa mid-
fielder’s free kick went in off  
Henry Figueroa on 54 min-
utes, and he then buried two 
penalties in the space of 13 
minutes before Honduras 
scrambled a late consola-
tion through Alberth Elis.

The final whistle herald-
ed a massive roar from the 
77,000 home crowd at the 
Sydney Olympic stadium as 
the Socceroos went through 
3-1 on aggregate following 
last week’s 0-0 first leg in 
San Pedro Sula.

It will be Australia’s 
fourth consecutive World 
Cup and fifth overall, and 
follows a mammoth 22-
game, 29-month qualifying 
campaign criss-crossing 
Asia, the Middle East and 
Central America.

“It’s overwhelming to 
be honest. When you are 
coaching your own nation 
to burden of  responsibility 
is even greater, you know 
what it means to the nation 
and the game,” said Austra-
lia coach Ange Postecoglou.

He added: “They got 
what they deserved. It 

Dimapur, Nov. 15 (EMN): 
The 11th edition of  Peren 
district legislators’ foot-
ball trophy kicked off  on 
Wednesday at the Peren 
local ground with Secre-
tary, Rural Development 
and Secretary to the Chief  
Minister Nagaland, Kelei 
Zeliang, IAS as the chief  
guest.

Speaking on the occa-
sion, the chief  guest lauded 
the efforts of  the Peren 
District Referee Associa-
tion (PDRA) for moulding 
the talented youths of  the 
district since the 1990’s by 
way of  hosting successive 

Peren District Legislators’ 
Football Trophy till to-
day. Meanwhile, he also 
encouraged the players 
to promote and maintain 
sportsmanship spirit and 
discipline.

Spor ts  i s  one area 
where everyone can en-
joy and participate in dif-
ferent capacities and also 
promotes ones health, he 
added. He cited how today 
sports have gained momen-
tum in promoting relation-
ship and earning.

He advised the crowd 
present to transform mind-
set of  negativism to posi-

tivism and from begging 
culture to working cul-
ture which is a menace 
in our society. We should 
not pass on this culture to 
our next generation rather 
we should retrospect our-
selves and end this culture, 
he added. He also voiced 
concerned against corrup-
tion where everyone is in-
volved, and further said 
that, no particular group 
is responsible as we always 
professed.

22 teams from all over 
the district are vying for the 
coveted trophy which will 
culminate on Nov. 24.

Fuzhou (China), Nov. 15 
(IANS): Star Indian shut-
tler Saina Nehwal defeated 
the United States’ Beiwen 
Zhang to advance to the 
second round of  the China 
Open World Superseries 
Premier here on Wednes-
day.

The Hyderabadi shut-
tler defeated Zhang 21-12, 
21-13 in a match which 
lasted around 30 minutes.

In both the games, 

Saina displayed her class 
and temperament to over-
power her opponent in 
straight sets.

In the men’s singles 
category, Sourabh Verma 
bowed out of  the pres-
tigious meet after going 
down to Brice Leverdez 
of  France. In a marathon 
match of  55 minutes, the 
Frenchman edged past 
Verma 21-14, 15-21, 21-11.

In the women’s doubles 

category, it was the end of  
the road for India. 
Ashwini Ponnappa and N. 
Sikki Reddy lost their first 
match to South Korea’s 
Ha Na Baek and Chae Yoo 
Jung 14-21, 15-21.

Satwiksairaj Rankired-
dy and Chirag Shetty also 
crashed out of  the meet. 
They lost to Liu Cheng 
and Zhand Nan of  China 
13-21, 13-21 in the men’s 
doubles match.

Dimapur, Nov. 15 (EMN): 
The organising committee 
of  the 5th Open Kohima 
district volleyball champi-
onship 2017 has informed 
that the tournament will 
be held from Nov. 25 till 
the 30th at the Kohima 
local ground.

The tournament will 
be organised for both men 
and women category. The 
committee has informed 

the clerical error regarding 
the last date of  submission 
of  entry forms and that 
last date should be read as 
Nov. 22 and not Nov. 10 
as mentioned in the entry 
forms.

The tournament en-
try forms are made avail-
able at Star Sports (Mo-
honkhola), Sports World 
(Main town) and Northern 
Sports (Sepfuzou). 

The Committee has 
further informed that the 
total cash prize money for 
the tournament is INR. 
1, 50, 000 (one lakh fifty 
thousand rupees).

The best players of  the 
tournament will be se-
lected to represent Kohima 
district in the forthcoming 
Nagaland Olympic Meet 
at Dimapur to be held 
from Dec. 13 till the 19th.   

wasn’t by luck or chance, 
they believed in something 
that we started and right to 
the end they displayed the 
resilience and belief  that 
has made me proud all the 
way along.”

After a cagey first half, 
the game unravelled for 
Honduras when Jedinak, 
who has been struggling 
with injury for several 
months, struck three times 
in the last 36 minutes.

“Australia were very 
strong and aggressive and 
put pressure on us and tried 
to neutalise us,” Honduras 
coach Jorge Luis Pinto told 

reporters.
“The first half was more 

balanced and the handball 
(for the first penalty) wasn’t 
intentional.”
We stuck to our guns
Scoring chances were scarce 
in a cat-and-mouse opening 
period, with the best fall-
ing in the 37th minute to 
Celtic’s Tom Rogic, whose 
shot was well saved by Do-
nis Escober.

A r ge n t i n e  r e f e r e e 
Nestor Pitana issued a total 
of  three yellow cards, two 
to Australia’s Matt Jurman 
and Aaron Mooy and the 
other to Maynor Figueroa 

for a foul on Tim Cahill.
Australia were fielding 

four across the back, with 
deep-lying midfielder Jedi-
nak adding to the rearguard, 
but Honduras posed little 
threat in the first half.

Jedinak broke the dead-
lock in the 54th minute with 
free kick which took a wick-
ed deflection off  Figueroa, 
but was eventually credited 
to the skipper after initially 
being marked as an own 
goal. The goal revved up 
the Socceroos and the ca-
pacity home crowd, and 
Cahill came close with a 
looping header but Escober 

scrambled it away off  the 
woodwork.

Cahill’s night was over 
after 66 minutes, replaced 
by striker Tomi Juric and 
met with a standing ova-
tion from the home crowd 
in salute to his courageous 
fightback from a recent an-
kle injury.

The Socceroos tight-
ened their grip when Bryan 
Acosta was adjudged to 
have handballed Aaron 
Mooy’s pass in the box and 
the referee pointed to the 
spot.

Jedinak stepped up and 
rammed home the spot-kick 
and Australia were two-up 
with 18 minutes left.

Substitute Robbie Kruse 
was then brought down as 
he closed in on goal and 
again the referee blew for 
a penalty, allowing Jedinak 
to complete his brace with 
an identical finish into the 
bottom right.

“We’re very grateful, 
we’re going to another 
World Cup,” Jedinak said. 
“It’s extra special, it was our 
duty as a nation of football 
players to get this job done 
and we stuck to our guns 
and we got here.”

Deep into stoppage 
time, Elis gave the Hondu-
ran fans a fleeting moment 
of cheer when his shot trick-
led over the line following a 
goalmouth melee.

Kohima Bureau
Kohima, Nov. 15 (EMN): 
The 4th edition of Zasinihu 
Memorial Trophy, being or-
ganised by Western Angami 
Students’ Union (WASU), 
commenced today at the 
Jotsoma village ground.

A total of 18 teams from 
all the villages under West-
ern Angami region are par-
ticipating in the four-day 
tournament which will cul-
minate on Nov. 18. The in-
augural function was graced 
by Kevisekho Kruse, Retd 
Chief  Engineer, PHED, 
Government of  Nagaland, 
as the chief guest.

In his address, Kruse 
lauded WASU for taking the 
effort to organise a football 
trophy in memory of  late 
Zasinihu, who served as 
the first president of  Naga 
Students’ Federation. Lt. 
Zasinihu, who hails from 
Khonoma village, died very 
early at the age of 29.

“While remembering 

London, Nov. 15 (IANS): Roger Federer is one 
step closer to winning his seventh ATP Final 
championship after beating Alexander Zverev at 
London’s O2 Arena here.

Federer moved Zverev around the court 
with drop shots and slices and flattened out 
his groundstrokes against the 20-year-old right-
hander, winning 7-6 (6), 5-7, 6-1 after two hours 
and 12 minutes on Tuesday, reports Xinhua 
news agency. 

The 36-year-old Swiss, who beat American 
Jack Sock in the group opener, thus guaranteed 
himself  a place in the semi-finals for the 14th 

time in his 15th appearance at the ATP Finals. 
“I think I was able to stay the course and use 

my slice quite effectively, then try with variation 
to go into his forehand,” Federer said.

“I’m extremely happy... It’s been a tough 
group so to be there in two matches is great,” 
Federer said. 

“But today was difficult. Still early days in 
the tournament. It was nice to be able to show 
maybe that quality of  mine, that I can dig out 
these matches, these points time and time again, 
and stay mentally tough. In the third I started to 
play better. It was a tough match from the begin-

ning till the end.”
In the day’s other match, eighth seed Sock 

upset fifth seed Marin Cilic of Croatia 5-7, 6-2, 
7-6 (4) to move to 1-1 in Group Boris Becker. 
Sock also became the first American to win at 
the season finale since Andy Roddick 10 years 
ago today in Shanghai.

Cilic, who lost to Zverev in his first match, 
has been eliminated. Sock and Zverev will fight 
for the other berth to qualify from the group.

Federer has now won 12 consecutive match-
es, dating back to his title runs at the Shanghai 
Masters and the Swiss Indoors Basel.

Phoenix FC, JSU and TSU through to next round

him (Zasinihu) with this 
prestigious trophy, let us 
also look upon his ideals 
and principles, for which he 
stood firmly for the Naga 
society during his lifetime,” 
Kruse said.

While encouraging the 
aspiring sportspersons to 
partake in sports activities 
with all seriousness, he urged 

them to fully commit them-
selves to sports with the at-
tempt to make it as a career.

“Do not undermine the 
privileges and benefits that 
come through sports. Strive 
with determination to reach 
the highest level, be it nation-
al or international event,” 
Kruse said.

On issues concerning the 

Western Angami region, he 
urged the youth and students 
to take responsibility on any 
challenges that comes their 
way.

“Youths and students 
are the future of our society. 
Therefore, let us encourage 
one another to contribute for 
the well being of our people 
and society,” he stated.

Meanwhile in the first 
match played today, the de-
fending champions Phoenix 
FC beat Kiruphema Stu-
dents’ Union 1-0 to advance 
to the next round, while 
Jotsoma Students’ Union 
trounced Hooligans FC 3-1 
to progress ahead.

In the third match, Thek-
rejuma Students’ Union 
also made it through to the 
next round with their vic-
tory against Mengujuma 
Students’ Union 1-0.

Thursday’s matches
1st - Khwüno United vs Ferret 

FC, Jotsoma  
2nd - Sechü Zubza Students’ 
Union vs Mezoma Students’ 

Union
3rd - Unity Boys vs Sechüma 

Students’ Union
4th - Khonoma Students’ 
Union vs Rhododendron 

Sporting Club
5th - Terhüpourie 90s FC vs 

Adroit Boys 
6th - Winner of  2nd Match vs 

Civic FC
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Kohima Bureau
Kohima, Nov.15 (EMN): 
Substitute Gideon Leo 
struck twice in the second 
half  to help New Market 
FC win over FC Chizami 
United 4-0 in the third 
quarterfinal and entered 
the semifinals of  the on-
going 23rd Classic Club 
here at the Kohima local 
ground on Wednesday.

In the close encoun-
tered match, New Market 
controlled much of  the 
possession but the stub-
born defense of  Chizami 
defended the score in 
the first half.  Chizami 
United’s side were on 
the counter-attack but 
lacked the finishing as 
New Market continued 

their dominance but failed 
in their attempts to break 
the deadlock.

After a goalless first 
half, New Market coach 
replaced Vekhruto Resu 
with Gideon in the second 
half  and skipper Khwetel-
hi Thopi scored the first 
goal with his solo effort 
and gave New Market the 
much deserved lead in the 
62nd minute.

The lead helped New 
Market to regain momen-
tum as substitute Gideon 
Leo made an immediate 
impact as he scored the 
second goal with a clinical 
finish in the 65 minute af-
ter a poor clearance from 
the rival defender.

One minute later, Me-

doneituo Sekhose latches 
a cross into Gideon path 
and he neatly lifted the 
ball over the onrushing 
keeper to score the third 
goal for New Market.

Yhunshalo Kemp also 
found the net in the ad-
ditional time to make it 
4-0 at the end of  the final 
whistle.

With the win, New 
Market will face the win-
ner of  fourth semifinal 
match played between St 
Joseph’s College and Fos-
ter’s FC on Nov. 18 in the 
second semifinals of  the 
tournament.

Thursday’s match
4th QF: Foster's FC vs 

St. Joseph’s College 
Jakhama at 2 pm

New Delhi ,  Nov.  15 
(IANS): The Poker Sports 
League (PSL), a unique 
initiative which brings to-
gether poker enthusiasts 
from all across the world, 
is set to host its second 
season soon.

The PSL's inaugural 
launch earlier this year 
enabled organisers gauge 
the target audience and 
helped plans to boost the 
action during the com-
ing Season 2. With a Rs 
150 crore commitment 

spread over eight years, the 
team owners have decided 
to continue their asso-
ciation with the league and 
10 franchises have been 
signed for the next eight 
years with addition of  two 
teams for bidding. 

The prize pool this 
year is Rs 3.6 crore and 
the league will roll out 
with the online and live 
qualifiers from December 
onwards, leading to the fi-
nal team selection in April 
2018. The final will be 

held in Goa in May 2018.
This year 12 teams 

will consist of  a total of  
ten players each, compris-
ing of  one mentor and 
captain, two pro-players, 
two from free live qualifi-
ers, three from free online 
qualifiers and two wild-
card entries. 

Each team will have 
professionals and ama-
teurs co-exist and will in-
clude imparting knowl-
edge  and sk i l l  to  the 
younger lot.

Dimapur, Nov. 15 (EMN): The three days Ni-
athu Group Sports Festival which commenced 
on Nov. 13 culminated on Wednesday, Nov. 
15 with Dr. Nicky Kire, Minister of Roads & 
Bridges government of Nagaland as the chief  
guest and Lt. Gen. Anil Chauhan as the guest 
of honour for the closing ceremony. The win-
ners of various disciplines are as follows:

Badminton boys single U-17
1. Kilangkumba (INR. 25,000)
2. Chunglitong Jamir (INR.10,000) 
3. Lothu  Akiu (INR. 5,000)
4. Elow  Kaje (INR .5,000)

Badminton boys double U-17  
(Sponsored by Royal Enfield)
1. Chunglitong Jamir & Kilangkumba 

 (INR. 25,000)
2. Peramrisi Zeliang & Lovito Achumi (INR. 

10,000) 
3. Teichang  Herie  & Jgongneung (INR. 

5,000) 
4. Lothu Akiu & Lepzungtoshi  (INR. 

5,000) 

Badminton girls single U-17  
(Sponsored by Krishna Guest House)
1.  A.Unice Konyak (INR. 25,000) 
2.  Merenjungla (INR. 10,000) 
3.  Nsungbeni (INR. 5,000) 
4.  Khochobeni.P.Khuvung (INR. 5,000)

Tennis men single  
(Sponsored by Longkumer Construction)
1.  Vilasier Khate (INR. 25,000) 
2.  Zhaputso Khate (INR. 10,000) 
3.  Thejaser Khate (INR. 5,000) 
4.  Vitsizolie Nagi (INR. 5,000) 

Tennis men’s double
1.  Vilasier Khate & Metba Phom (INR. 

25,000)  
2. Zhaputso Khate & Vitsizolie Nagi (INR. 

10,000)  
3.  Vikhozalie Khate & Thejaser Khate (INR. 

5,000)  
4.  Rokovozo Nagi & Vizhasier Nakhro 

(INR. 5,000)  

Billards
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New Market XI thrash FC Chizami United 4-0 to enter semis

Winners of the Niathu Sports Festival cycling competition 
(top left) Dr. Nicky Kire (L) and Alemtemshi Jamir (top) 
giving away the prizes to the winners during the prize 
distribution ceremony on Wednesday.

EM Images

Players of New Market FC and FC Chizami United (white) in action during the third semi-final match at 
the ongoing 23rd Classic Cup at the Kohima local ground on Wednesday.

EM Images

CLASSIC CUPNiathu Group Sports Festival culminates

Poker league to launch second season soon

1.  Hika Ayemi (INR. 25,000) 
2. John Calvin (INR. 10,000)
3.  Martin Shikhu (INR. 5,000)
4.  Justin Shikhu (INR. 5,000)
Highest break - Hika Ayemi (INR. 2,500)
Snooker
1.  Kihevi Zhimo (INR. 25,000)
2.  Hika Ayemi (INR. 10,000)
3.  Akok Longchar (INR. 5,000)
4.  Shirep (INR. 5,000)  
 Highest break - Bohoto Kinimi (INR. 2,500) 

 
Cycling  
(Sponsored by Captain Rajiv Kacker)
1.  Karl Wooffindin (U.K) (INR. 25,000)
2. Alemba Thongliu (INR. 10,000)
3. W.R.Joseph (INR. 5,000)

Volleyball men  
(Sponsored by Chabou & Co) 
1.  Arc Shillong (INR. 75,000) 
2.  Khetoli Memorial Team-B Mishikiti village 

(INR. 40,000)  
3.  Khetoli Memorial Team-A Mishikiti village 

(INR. 20,000)  
4.  United Club (INR. 20,000)

Volleyball women  
(Sponsored by Eastern Enterprise)
1.  Lamkang Jorrek Volleyball Club (INR. 75,000) 

2.  Khetoli Memorial Team-Mishikiti Village 
(INR. 40,000)  

3.  Phomla Volleyball Team (INR. 20,000) 
4.  Zeme Students Union (INR. 20,000)


