
Philippine President Rodrigo Duterte, right, welcomes India Prime Minister Narendra Modi, left, before 
the start of the Special Gala Celebration of the 50th Anniversary of ASEAN in Manila, Philippines on 
Sunday, Nov. 12, 2017. 

AP/PTI

Fire-fighters seen here attempting to douse the fire that broke out from one of the power transformers at Nagarjan sub-station in Dimapur on Sunday afternoon. Power supply to more than half of Dimapur was 
cut-off following the incident. 
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Min.Max. Max.Min.
Aizawl 27° 12°

Agartala 30° 16°

Gangtok 22° 09°

Guwahati 28° 14°

Imphal 27° 12°

Itanagar 25° 12°

Shillong 22° 07°

Delhi 29° 15°

Kolkata 31° 19°

Chennai 27° 24°

 Max:  Min:
KOHIMA 23° 11°
DIMAPUR 29° 15°
 RF:  RH:
KOHIMA NIL 89%
DIMAPUR NIL 85%
* Rainfall (RF) * Relative humidity (RH)
Temperature in State Capitals

WEATHER
TEMPERATURE
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Dimapur, Nov. 12 (EMN): 
Power supply to more than 
half  of  Dimapur has been 
affected because of  total 
shutdown imposed by the 
department for restora-
tion works after fire broke 
out in one of  the power 
transformers at 132kV 
Sub-Station, Nagarjan, Di-
mapur on Sunday Nov. 13 
at around 1.50 pm. 

One 20MVA trans-
former was completely 
burnt and the likelihood of  
adjacent transformers also 
getting affected has not 
been ruled out, informed a 
press note from the depart-
ment’s engineer-in-chief, G 
Chishi. 

The affected areas 
are those fed from Metha 
Sub-Station, Full Nagar-
jan, Half  Nagarjan, Thi-
lixu, Naharbari, Chekiye, 
Rangapahar Army Can-
tonment, Signal Basti, 
Thahekhu, and Peren dis-
trict.

“The department shall 
thoroughly ascertain the 
cause of  the fire leading 
to the accident through a 
technical team as soon as 
possible”, Chishi stated.

While the department 
is making all out effort to 
restore the power supply 
as soon as possible, our es-
teemed consumers/public 
are requested to bear with 
us, Chishi appealed. 

The way to get things 
done is not to mind  

who gets the credit for  
doing them. 

~Benjamin Jowett

Rebel Wilson shares sexual 
harassment story  |  P10

 Congress wins MP bypoll, party 
hails victory, Chouhan promises 

more development  | P8

Marquez is MotoGP's youngest 
four times champion  |  P12

Mirror Takes

Wifey, it's okay even if you 
can't cook properly or even if 

we have bad sabji... As long as 
the government provides good 

electricity. 

Dimapur plunged into darkness as transformer catches fire

Lokayukta demand: Acaut 
calls for protest at Secretariat

Dimapur-Zubza railway project derailed   

British MPs prepare no-confidence letter against PM May 

Zeliang greets 
Sumi community 
on Ahuna 

Modi briefly meets Trump, world leaders at ASEAN gala dinner

Eastern Mirror 
wishes our readers 

from the Sumi 
community a happy 
and blessed Ahuna.

~ Arien

Chishi said the de-
gree of  damage would be 
known only after techni-
cians begin inspection on 
Monday.  

As per Chishi, who 
was at the site, 20MVA 
transformer which caught 
fire was feeding a number 
of  villages covering up 

till Dhansiripar while ad-
jacent to it was the one 
feeding Metha Sub-station 
which supplies the urban 
core. 

“The charred one was 
beyond repair and the sta-
tus of  the other one would 
be known only after a thor-
ough check”, said Chishi. 

The department is con-
templating on installing an 
old 10MVA transformer 
as temporary arrangement 
till replacement could be 
obtained to restore power 
supply to affected locali-
ties, he added.  The task of  
putting a fill-in would take 
two week’s minimum, said 

Chishi.  
The Dimapur fire 

department said they re-
ceived the information 
about the fire at around 
2.05 pm. The diversion of  
the road however was an 
obstacle for the fire per-
sonnel though they could 
intervene on time with less 

traffic on Sunday.  
Five fire tenders from 

Dimapur station and two 
from Chumukedima Fire 
Station were pressed into 
action to control the fire 
which took them about 
three hours, informed the 
Dimapur fire personnel. A 
press note from the power 

department stated that fire 
service from army also as-
sisted in containing the 
fire. 

Though the cause of  
the fire could not be ascer-
tained, the fire personnel 
said the cause ‘could be be-
cause of  negligence from 
the department’.

Dimapur, Nov. 12 (EMN): Alleg-
ing that the government does not 
want Lokayukta “to see the light 
of  day” in Nagaland, the anti-graft 
movement Against Corruption and 
Unabated Taxation (Acaut) has an-
nounced a ‘sit-in protest’ at New 
Secretariat Complex, Kohima, start-
ing November 15 next. 

A press release from Acaut on 
Sunday informed that it would be 
joined during the protest by mem-
bers of  PSAN, a group of  civil serv-
ice aspirants, and various student 
organisations. “We wish to tell the 
Naga people that this is a just fight 
and it is in the interest of  the future 
generation. And the Acaut invites 
Naga people everywhere who be-
lieve in a better Nagaland to join us 
in the protest. We are not against 
any individual, entity or any po-
litical party and therefore, all Naga 
people are requested to respect our 
objectives and support us.”

It warned the state government 
that the protest will intensify ‘at any 
point of  time if  the government fails 
to respond’. Also, it appealed the 
Angami Public Organisation (APO) 
to exempt the proposed protest – to 
be spearheaded by the Public Co-
ordination Committee (PCC) – from 
the purview of  the APO’s latest ban 
on protests/strikes since, it reasoned, 
the “sit-in protest will be solely con-
fined to New Secretariat Complex”. 

It pointed out that for the last 
three years, Acaut and other or-
ganisations have been appealing 
for implementation of  Nagaland 
Lokayukta. “The first appeal was 
made on 31st Oct. 2014 at Kohima 
Acaut public rally and later a peti-
tion was submitted to chief  minister 
on Nov. 2014. The HPC too had 
recommended the setting up of  the 
Lokayukta. 

“On 31st October 2015, more 

than 70 college students, profession-
als and Acaut members walked from 
Dimapur to Kohima to highlight 
the importance of  Lokayukta and a 
signed petition demanding its imple-
mentation appended by hundreds of  
supporters along the route – Jharna-
pani, Medziphema, Pherima, Piphe-
ma, Peducha, Zubza- was submitted 
to the CM. Most recently, more than 
65,000 people demanded the setting 
up of  the anti-corruption body at the 
ACAUT rally held on 25th August.”

It stated that “for a failed state 
like Nagaland” with no roads and 
bridges, and reeling from scams after 
scams like mismanagement of  MN-
REGA funds, double withdrawals in 
the Finance Department, rice and 
fuel scams, mid-day meal scams, 
non-payment of  students’ scholar-
ship, etc., all at the cost of  the com-
mon man, the Lokayukta was the 
only body to check ‘the utter corrup-
tion around us’.

It also condemned what it stated 
was cowardice of  the standing com-
mittee of  the NLA. “The standing 
committee suggested that the Acaut 
submit its own draft proposal and a 
next meeting was agreed upon. The 
Acaut condemns the cowardice of  
the standing committee in refusing 
to meet the Acaut team which had 
already submitted its draft proposal 
on 2nd October. 

“Therefore, the intention of  the 
government is clear- that it doesn’t 
want the anti-corruption body to see 
the light of  day. Naga people should 
understand that is running out. With 
elections around the corner, and the 
ECI likely to announce elections in 
December or 1st week of  January, 
2018, the only period within which 
the Lokayukta bill can be passed or 
for the government to be able to act 
on the issue cited is November or 1st 
half  of  December,” it stated.

Dimapur, Nov. 12 (EMN): Six vil-
lage councils – Dhansiripar, Zutovi, 
Pimla, Khemnok, Razaphe Basa 
and Shokhuvi – have reiterated their 
collective decision to prevent con-
struction works for “Nagaland rail 
project” (Dimapur-Zubza railway 
connection).

The councils issued a joint press 
release on Sunday informing that 
even as the “complete stoppage of  
works of  the Nagaland rail project” 
by the six villages in their respective 

jurisdiction enters the 12th day, the 
state government has remained silent. 

The silence of  the authorities, they 
stated, was ‘becoming a big question’. 
according to the statement, several 
attempts by the councils to meet the 
chief  minister as well as the chief  
secretary have not been successful till 
date. 

“It was either denial or suppres-
sion of  the demand for review of  the 
discrepancy in the payment of  land 
compensation. Mention may be made 

that the Railway authority through a 
written (sic) stated to have paid Rs. 
25/-psf  and the state govt. release Rs. 
3.75 p over and above 25/- which is 
intriguing. 

Despite having already a rate 
fixed by the cabinet the six villages 
were paid the lowest rate...therefore 
the stoppage of  ongoing rail project 
works would be continued indefi-
nitely as resolved which should not be 
considered as against the rail connec-
tivity process”. 

London, Nov. 12 (PTI): 
British Prime Minister 
Theresa May was facing 
fresh turmoil as it emerged 
today that as many as 40 of  
her own party MPs are ready 
to sign a letter expressing a 
lack of  confidence in her 
leadership.

Conservative party MPs 
are now just eight short of  
the required number of  48 to 
force a leadership challenge 
as May struggles to steady 
her government following 
two high- profile resigna-
tions, 'The Sunday Times' 
reported.

Indian-origin MP Priti 
Patel stepped down as the 
international development 
minister amid a dramatic 
row over her a series of  un-
authorised meetings with 
Israeli officials earlier this 
week.

Her resignation came 
days after Michael Fallon 
had been forced to quit as 
Defence Secretary amid al-
legations of  sexual miscon-
duct. Two of  May's other 
senior Cabinet minister, For-
eign Secretary Boris Johnson 

and First Secretary of  State 
Damian Green, continue 
to battle demands that they 
step down.

Johnson has been ac-
cused for endangering the 
life of  a British-Iranian na-
tional, imprisoned in Te-
hran, by making an incor-
rect statement at a House of  
Commons committee meet-
ing.

Green is under investi-
gation by the parliamentary 
authorities over allegations 
of  sexual misconduct and 
that pornography had been 
discovered on his Commons 
laptop a few years ago.

The Opposition and her 
own party MPs believe that 
the British Prime Minister's 
failure to take firm action 
against them reflects her 
weakness as a leader and it is 
time for her to quit Downing 
Street.

The embattled leader 
also faces mounting pressure 
from the European Union 
(EU) over Brexit negotia-
tions, after Brussels issued 
an ultimatum that Britain 
must agree on its divorce bill 

payments with the economic 
bloc within weeks or face the 
prospect of  no future trade 
deal with the EU once it is 
no longer a member.

May is headed for some 
further bruising in the House 
of  Commons when the EU 
Withdrawal Bill returns to 
Parliament on Tuesday, with 
Labour expected to join 
Tory rebels to inflict a series 
of  damaging defeats on the 
government.

One of  Labour's key de-
mands is that "parliament, 
and not ministers, has the 
final say on whether to ap-
prove the withdrawal agree-
ment and how best to imple-
ment it".

"Continuing uncertainty 
about the government's ap-
proach to Brexit is now the 
biggest risk facing our coun-
try. The prime minister must 
end the confusion, take on 
the 'no-deal' extremists in 
her government and back a 
jobs-first Brexit for Britain," 
Opposition Labour leader 
Jeremy Corbyn warned in 
an article in 'The Sunday 
Times'.

He demanded that May 
should "govern or go" be-
cause she is now showing 
"every sign of  being in office 
but not in power".

Corbyn also indicated 
that sacking Boris Johnson 
would be a sign of  some 
strength as he had become a 
liability.

"We have put up with 
Johnson embarrassing and 
undermining our country 
with his incompetence and 
colonial throwback views 
and putting our citizens at 
risk for long enough. It's 
time for him to go," he said.

Johnson is reportedly set 
for a meeting with the hus-
band of  Nazanin Zaghari-
Radcliffe, a dual British 
and Iranian national in jail 
on charges of  an attempted 
coup against the Iranian re-
gime.

Richard Radcliffe has 
been arguing his wife's in-
nocence and campaigning 
for the UK Foreign Office to 
secure her release. Johnson's 
future in the UK Cabinet 
is now tied to how the case 
progresses.

Dimapur, Nov. 12 (EMN): 
Chief Minister TR Zeliang, 
on behalf of the Nagaland  
government, has extended 
Ahuna greetings to the 
Sumi community.    

A message from the 
chief minister’s office on 
Sunday called Ahuna festi-
val as an occasion “celebrat-
ed to invoke God’s blessings 
and to render gratitude to 
the creator”. He called for 
renewal of ‘our vigour and 
determination to safeguard 
and preserve our rich cul-
tural heritage’. 

“On this auspicious oc-
casion, I take this privilege 
to wish the Sumi commu-
nity a happy and meaning-
ful Ahuna celebration filled 
with humility, love and for-
giveness,” the message read. 

Manila, Nov. 12 (PTI): 
Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi tonight held sepa-
rate pull-aside meetings 
with US President Donald 
Trump and Chinese Pre-
mier Li Keqiang on the 
sidelines of  a gala dinner 
to mark the 50th anniver-
sary of  the ASEAN.

Modi was also seen 
chit-chatting with Japa-
nese Prime Minister 
Shinzo Abe, Russian 
Prime Minister Dmitry 
Medvedev and Malaysian 
Prime Minister Najib Ra-
zak at the reception for the 
leaders who have arrived 
here for the 31st ASEAN 
summit and related meet-
ings.

He also held brief  in-
teractions with several 
other leaders who attend-
ed the reception hosted by 
Philippine President Rod-
rigo Duterte at the mega 

SMX Convention Centre 
in Pasay City here.

The prime minister as 
well as all other leaders 
wore Barong Tagalong, an 
embroidered shirt which 
is the national dress of  the 
Philippines. Renowned 
Filipino designer Albert 
Andrada has designed the 
shirts.

Modi also tweeted 
pictures of  his interaction 
with several leaders.

The menu of  the gala 
dinner featured various 
Filipino cuisines including 
Filipino steak sushi.

The brief  interaction 
between Modi and Trump 
came ahead of  their sched-
uled bilateral meeting to-
morrow. The two leaders 
are expected to deliberate 
on a number of  key issues 
of  mutual interest includ-
ing the evolving security 
situation in the Indo-Pacif-

 Fire at Nagarjan  
power sub-station ‘chars’ 
20MVA transformer 
 Officials plan to use 

‘old 10MVA transformer’ 
as temporary measure

ic region where Washing-
ton favours a greater role 
by India.

There have been con-
cerns over China's grow-
ing military presence in 
the Indo-Pacific and the 
issue was understood to 
have figured in a meeting 
of  officials from India, the 
US, Japan and Australia 
today under the proposed 
Quadrilateral coalition of  
the four countries.

"The discussions fo-
cused on cooperation 
based on their converging 
vision and values for pro-
motion of  peace, stability 
and prosperity in an in-
creasingly inter-connected 
region that they share with 
each other and with other 
partners," the ministry of  
external affairs said in a 
statement.

"They agreed that a 
free, open, prosperous and 

inclusive Indo-Pacific re-
gion serves the long-term 
interests of  all countries 
in the region and of  the 
world at large," it said.

On Tuesday, Modi 
will attend the ASEAN-
India and East Asia sum-
mits where he is likely to 
reassert India's push for 
crafting a global approach 
to deal with growing chal-
lenge of  terrorism and rad-
icalisation besides pitching 
for steps to boost regional 
trade.

Modi will hold bilat-
eral meetings with Duterte 
tomorrow. He also had a 
conversation with Li at the 
dinner.

"PM @narendramodi 
had a warm and cordial 
conversation with the Chi-
nese Premier Li Keqiang 
at the Gala Dinner," MEA 
spokesperson Raveesh Ku-
mar tweeted.



National Entrepreneurship 
Day observed in Kohima

8th WUPUK adopts 
resolution for clean election

MGOS Church celebrates St. Gregorios feast

Phek students sensitised on tobacco effects

KNSK general 
conference held    

SAMETI imparts techniques in preserving surplus crops

DPDB 
Mkg. meet

New Gurudwara 
committee formed
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National Entrepreneurship Day being observed at the  IIJIT conference hall in Kohima.

Vicar Rev. Fr. PS Varghese hoists the flag in commemoration of St. Gregorios feast 
at MGOS Church in Dimapur on Sunday. 

Dr. Reyosalu Lase Vizo addressing students during the awareness programme in 
Phek.

Resource persons and other officials with trainees at the two-day training programme at Medziphema.

Parliamentary Secretary for Irrigation & Flood Control Tovihoto Ayemi with NPF party workers from 
1-Dimapur-I A/C during the annual picnic at Siloni picnic point in Karbi Anglong, Assam on Saturday. 

IMPORTANT NUMBERS
WOMEN HELPLINE: 181

DIMAPUR (STD CODE: 03862)

Bethesda Ambulance Service                 9615053217, 9615520007

CIHSR 242555, 242533

Police Control Room 7085055050

Dimapur District Hospital 232224

Diphupar PS 7085055032

East PS 7085055030

Faith Hospital 248912, 9436004220

Fire Station (Chumu) 282777

Fire Station (Dimapur) 7085378850, 232201

GRPS 7085055031

Medziphema PS 7085055033

MH (Metro) Hospital 227930/231081

Mobile Unit Commander 7085055046

Nikos Hospital 248285, 232032

Niuland PS 7085088035

Sub-Urban PS 7085055036

Traffic Control -1 7085088038

Traffic Control -2 7085088039

West PS 7085055034

Women Cell 7085055037

Zion Hospital 231864, 224117, 227337

KOHIMA (STD Code: 0370)

Bethel Nursing Home 2224202

Chiephobozou PS
Officer-in-Charge

8575045506
8575045516

Childline Kohima 1098

Chiephobozou PS
Officer-in-Charge

8575045506
8575045516

Fire Stations 2222952

IRCS Ambulance Service 2244350

Kezocha PS
Officer-in-Charge

8575045549
8575045538

Khuzama PS
Officer-in-Charge

8575045505
8575045515

NHAK 2222916

North PS
Officer-in-Charge

2222222, 8575045501
8575045510

Oking Hospital 2290080, 2290146

Police Control Room 100/2244279, 8575045500

South PS
Officer-in-Charge

2222111, 8575045502
8575045520

Tseminyu PS
Officer-in-Charge

8575045507
8575045517

Zubza PS
Officer-in-Charge

8575045508
8575045518

MOKOKCHUNG (STD Code: 0369)
Chopper Service 8974151974/ 9615776811

Christian Hospital, Impur 2262214

Dr. Imkongliba Hospital 2226216/2226394

Faith Hospital Ambulance 9436004220, 9856051827

Fire Station 2226225

Hope Ambulance Service 8415827895/9856277674

Hotel Metsuben 8014587442/ 2226373

IRCS Ambulance Service 09402993002

Lifeline Ambulance 9436439707/ 9862447893

Mokokchung PS 1 2226241

Power House 2226221/2226293

Sewak Gate PS 2 2226213

Traffic Control 9485232691

Tuli Police Station 9485232693

Women Cell 9485232692

Woodland Nursing Home 2226263

Dimapur, Nov. 12 (EMN): 
The National Bank for 
Agriculture and Rural De-
velopment (NABARD) in 
collaboration with Institute 
of Information Technology 
and Job-Oriented Training 
(IIJT) joined the rest of the 
country in observing the 
National Entrepreneurship 
Day on Nov. 9.

The event was observed 
at the IIJT conference room 
in Kohima under the theme 
“Catalyzing a cultural shift 
in youth entrepreneurship,” 
to achieve the objective of  
Government of India “En-
trepreneurial India.”  

Local and potential en-
trepreneurs, officials of state 
government and Entrepre-
neurs Associates, Small 
Industries Development 
Bank of India (SIDBI) and 
bankers attended the pro-
gramme.

Assistant General Man-
ager NABARD Bendang 
Aier in a release motioned 
that the observation was in 
line with the Global Entre-
preneurship Week which is 
celebrated in the month of  
November every year by 160 
countries where entrepre-
neurial experts, policy-mak-
ers, education practitioners 
and politicians participate. 
This Day is dedicated to the 
cause of  entrepreneurship 
to mobilise and accelerate 
the national spirit for entre-
preneurship in every citizen, 
especially youths to become 
entrepreneurs and job crea-
tors, the release informed. 

The programme was 

chaired by Director IIJT 
Alemjungshi Imchen, while 
AGM, NABARD Bendang 
Aier welcomed the partici-
pants and shared the back-
ground of the programme. 

Encouraging the po-
tential entrepreneurs in his 
speech general manager 
District Industries Centre, 
Kohima A Temjen Jamir 
described various qualities 
and stages of  growth of  
an entrepreneur and an 
enterprise respectively. He 
requested the established 
entrepreneurs to guide and 
the share their experiences 
with the upcoming Naga 
entrepreneurs from time 

to time.
Officer-In-Charge SID-

BI Dimapur SP Gangte in 
his power-point presenta-
tion shared the recent initia-
tives of Government of In-
dia to “fund the unfunded” 
and “greenfield enterprises” 
through the setting up of an 
ecosystem. This will facili-
tate and continue to provide 
the entrepreneurs with a 
supportive environment for 
doing business, he said. In 
this regard, he explained 
the objectives and scope 
of  Pradhan Mantri Mudra 
Yojana (PMMY) and Stand 
Up India (SUI) for the ben-
efit of the participants. 

Customer Service Cen-
tre (CSC)  district manager, 
by Lochumlo Khuvung 
gave presentation on de-
livery of  e-related services 
while customer relationship 
officer SBI Mridul Baruah 
shared on opportunities for 
entrepreneurs in the finan-
cial sector like financial ad-
visor, stock market, mutual 
fund and others. 

The programme was 
followed by interface with 
stakeholders where queries 
from potential entrepre-
neurs were taken up. 

A G M ,  N A B A R D 
Bendang Aier, shared the 
potential for ‘agripreneur-

ship’ which can turn a farm 
into an agribusiness and 
make it a more attractive 
and profitable venture for 
entrepreneurs. To encour-
age ‘agripreneurship,’ he 
informed that NABARD 
is  implementing vari -
ous credit linked subsidy 
schemes of  Government 
of  India like Dairy Entre-
preneurship Development 
Scheme (DEDS), National 
Livestock Mission: Entre-
preneurship Development 
and Employment Genera-
tion (NLM-EDEG), Skill 
Development, Agriclinic 
and Agribusiness Centres 
(ACABC) Scheme. 

Alemjungshi Imchen 
who is also a self-made first 
generation entrepreneur 
shared the lessons he had 
learned during his journey 
as an entrepreneur and en-
couraged the potential en-
trepreneurs to be focussed, 
committed and hard work-
ing in their ventures since 
there is no short-cut in life.

SBI manager and Lead 
district manager of Kohima 
district Vizoto, acknowl-
edged the support extended 
by IIJT team, resource per-
sons, local entrepreneurs, 
existing and potential entre-
preneurs currently undergo-
ing training on “Tally + 
GST”, officials from the En-
trepreneurs Associates and 
banking community repre-
sented by Branch Managers 
and senior officers of  SBI, 
UCO, Vijaya Bank, Bank 
of  Baroda, Axis Bank and 
IndusInd Bank.

Dimapur, Nov. 12 (EMN): The 
9th Konyak Nyupuh Sheko Khong 
(KNSK) general conference was held 
at Council Hall, Mon from Nov. 8 to 
10, and hosted by Longshen unit. The 
inaugural session was graced by former 
Member of  Parliament Chingwang 
Konyak as chief guest. 

On the first day at the executive 
meeting held with all villages, unit 
and ward KNSK representatives, the 
KBCM women leader, Nyamjo spoke 
on role of women in the society. 

The second day witnessed a cultur-
al programme with Minching Yollow 
as the chief  guest. Activities like rice 
pounding, pot making, lullaby, local 
tread making, colouring and bamboo 
dance were the highlight of the day. 

Yollow in his address stressed on 
the importance girl child education 
and urged upon the KNSK of different 
units to campaign for the education of  
girl child. He said education is a must 
for all and encouraged the women to 
be agents of change. Yollow also men-
tioned that there will be development 
and progress only if  men and women 
work together politically, economically 
and socially both in governmental and 
non-governmental sectors.

On the concluding session, Deputy 
Commissioner Mon Honje Konyak 
urged the KNSK to retrospect their role 
and upgrade it as the apex body of the 
Konyaks. Commenting that the role of  
KNSK is wider than other bodies of  
the community, the DC said it is the 
role of KNSK to find the root cause of  
lack of awareness in the society. 

New office bearers
The newly elected KNSK office bear-
ers for the tenure 2018-2020 will be 
headed by B Lomei as president, K 
Mongam and Y Moe Bonnie as vice 
presidents, N Yeihlem as general 
secretary, M Nginlih and Wanlem as 
joint secretaries, Y Lamtah as finance 
secretary, Wanshom as cashier, Dr. 
Easter as press secretary and four other 
members.  

Dimapur, Nov. 12 (EMN): 
Mokokchung District Plan-
ning & Development Board 
meeting was held in the 
ADC (Planning) conference 
hall on Nov. 7, under the 
chairmanship of  DC and 
vice chairman of the DPDB, 
Sushil Kumar Patel.

Charing the meeting, 
Patel directed all the Head of  
Offices to be in the station as 
election to the state assembly 
election is approaching and 
more exercises have to be 
completed within the time 
frame. DC also reminded 
all Heads of  Offices in the 
district to complete submis-
sion of employee’s list with 
detail information of the em-
ployees. Further, he told the 
members to submit detail in-
formation/documents about 
departmental purchased or 
allocated by the government 
for preparing and issue of  
land patta.

NIC, DIO Temsuwati 
informed all the HODs to 
submit employees list along 
with employee’s Aadhaar 
and contact numbers.

The meeting approved 
an application for registra-
tion of Tuli Area Coal Min-
ing Association and decided 
to forward to the concerned 
department. DC welcomed 
three new officers who have 
recently transferred and 
posted to Mokokchung.

Dimapur, Nov. 12 (EMN): 
A new Gurudwara com-
mittee has been formed for 
the tenure of  three years. 
S Gurubachan Singh and 
S Hardev Singh have been 
appointed as the president 
and general secretary of  
the Gurudwara Sri Guru 
Singh Sabha. The outgoing 
president S Harjinder PS 
Ahluwalia handed over the 
charge to the new committee 
on Nov. 12 in Sunday dewan 
in Gurudwara Sahib. The 
outgoing president requested 
all the community to kindly 
extend cooperation to the 
newly formed committee.  

Dimapur, Nov. 12 (EMN): The 8th West-
ern Urban Panchayats Union Kohima 
(WUPUK), consisting of  five panchayats 
under 8th western Angami assembly con-
stituency, Kohima urban, in its first meet-
ing held on Nov. 8, adopted three-point 
resolution to be implemented under its 
jurisdiction.

Honouring the resolution of the NBCC 
Clean Election Campaign and to reduce 
election expenditure by candidates in the 
forthcoming Assembly Election of  8th 
Western Angami Assembly Constituency, 
the WUPUK resolved not to set up elec-
tion camps for any intending candidates 
under the jurisdiction of the five panchay-
ats.  However, the WUPUK taking into 
consideration for the smooth functioning of  
political parties, having a temporary office 

for paper works only would be allowed with 
office closure timing by 7 p.m. The timing 
will be enforced in order to avoid anti-social 
activities and for peaceful environment, a 
press release from union secretary Zerüüzo 
Suohu and convenor Khrielakuo Sekhose 
stated.                                                                               

The WUPUK also resolved that only 
one office for one candidate under one 
panchayat will be allowed and daily party 
feasting in the office will not be allowed for 
any party.

The house also resolved to organise a 
common platform for the intending candi-
dates under 8th western Angami assembly 
constituency, urban areas, Kohima for the 
forthcoming assembly election suppose to 
be held in the month of February 2018 after 
finalization of the candidature.

Dimapur, Nov. 12 (EMN): The 
Vicar Rev. Fr. PS Varghese on Sun-
day hoisted the commemoration 
flag of  the St. Gregorios of  Paru-
mala, the first Indian Bishop’s at 
MGOS Church in Dimapur after 
the Holy mass. 

The Dimapur MGOS Church, 
MGM Higher Secondary School, 
and MGM College which were 
named after Saint Gregorios, cel-
ebrates the feast every year in the 
2nd week of  November.

The church informed that 
every day evening prayer will be 
conducted at 5.30 p.m. On Nov. 
18, the evening prayer will be held 
at 4 p.m. followed by procession 
from Church to PWD junction 
and special prayers at the Midland 
Cross Tower. On Sunday, morn-
ing prayer service at 7: 30 a.m. 
will be followed by Holy mass and 
procession from MGMHSS to 
Midland Cross Tower. The feast 
will be graced by Dr. Yohanon 

Mar Crysostomos, Bishop of  
Niranam Diocese, Kerala as the 
chief  celebrant.

Bishop will be visiting Ko-

hima and there will be a Holy 
mass on Saturday, Nov. 18 7:30 
a.m. at Kohima Kerala Christian 
Congregation.

Dimapur, Nov. 12 (EMN): An 
awareness programme on harmful 
effects of  tobacco was organised 
for students of  Government High 
School, GMS and Baptist Mission 
High School under Phek village. 

Resource person, Phek Dis-
trict Nodal Officer Dr. Reyosalu 
Lase Vizo sensitised the students 
on harmful effects of  tobacco, its 
causes and threats. 

Dr. Vizo reminded that Naga-
land has the highest percentage of  
consumption of  smokeless tobacco 
and ranks 2nd in tobacco con-
sumption. He also informed that 
oral cancer is on rise in the state. 
Further, she urged students not 
to indulge in the habit of  tobacco 
consumption which is harmful to 
body. 

Leaflets on harmful effects of  
tobacco were also handed out to 
the students. 

Dimapur, Nov. 12 (EMN): 
The State Agricultural 
Management and Exten-
sion Training Institute (SA-
METI) organised a training 
programme on ‘post har-
vest management and low 
cost off  season cultivation 
practices for agriculture 
and horticulture crops’ for 
ATMA functionaries on 
Nov. 9 and 10 at SAMET, 
Medziphema.

T h e  t r a i n i n g  p r o -
gramme aimed at impart-
ing technical knowledge to 
the trainees on preserving 
the surplus crop harvest to 
prevent post harvest loss of  
Agriculture and Horticul-
ture crops. They were also 
trained on the knowhow of  
off  season cultivation prac-
tices through poly houses. 

Resource persons for the 
training programme were 

Renbemo Ngullie, assistant 
chief technical officer (Hor-
ticulture) KVK, Mokok-
chung and Dr. Shisarenla 
Aier, subject matter special-
ist (Horticulture) KVK, 

Tuensang. 
The training course cov-

ered topics on post-harvest 
handling of  major spices 
and flowers; post-harvest 
physiology and problems 

leading to losses of  hor-
ticultural produce-causes 
and control; important pre 
harvest factors, maturity in-
dices and quality standards; 
harvesting technique of im-

portant horticulture crops, 
pre-cooling & storage; low 
cost shade net house con-
struction for propagation 
of  seedlings; post-harvest 
handling of fruits and veg-
etables; and importance, 
status and challenges of  
post-harvest management 
of  horticulture crops in 
NER. 

As a part of  field vis-
it, participants were also 
taken to KVK, Dimapur 
ICAR Research Complex 
for NEH Region.

During the viste, Dr. 
Anamika Sharma, program 
coordinator, KVK Dimapur 
explained operation and use 
of  banana fibre extractor 
machine which is used for 
the extraction of  banana 
fibre and can be easily op-
erated by unskilled labour 
and gives maximum output. 

Trainees were also taken 
to the Citrus Processing 
Facility, poly houses where 
off  season vegetables were 
being cultivated. The field 
visit concluded with discus-
sion and interaction with 
the officials. 

As part of the practical 
exercise, group presenta-
tions were given by the par-
ticipants based on the train-
ing course and observations 
made during the field visit. 

In a valedictory pro-
gramme, Ngullie congratu-
lated the participants on 
successfully completing the 
training programme. He 
encouraged the trainees 
to sincerely address the 
problems faced by farmers 
and also make them aware 
about climate change by 
recommending crop saving 
practices. 

Out-of-doors

WEATHER FORECAST IN OTHER DISTRICTS 
Max Min DP RH RF

WOKHA 21.8 13.2 15.8 68 NIL

ZBT 21.4 15.3 19.3 94 NIL

MON 28 13.4 12.5 87 NIL

TUENSANG 20 17 16.8 82 NIL

MKG 24.4 18 17.7 76 NIL

PHEK 22.4 8.2 10.7 74 NIL

KIPHIRE 24 8.8 13.3 89 NIL

SECHÜ ZUBZA 24 14 12.4 57 NIL

LONGLENG - - - - -

TSEMINYU 25.8 16 13.36 58 NIL

JALUKIE 25 11 21.1 92 NIL

MANGKOLEMBA 29.4 19 20.4 71 NIL

*Dew Point (DP) *Relative Humidity (RH) * Rainfall (RF)

Source: Department of Soil & Water Conservation, Nagaland 
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(Only for illustrative purpose) A hornbill. Photo: Wikipedia

Members of the Catholic church at Diezephe seen here during a ceremony that was understood to have been conducted as part of the 
community’s silver jubilee celebrations.  

Workers and volunteers of the APP fill up potholes along a stretch of a highway in Dimapur.

Hornbills sighted in Mkg. 

Potholes along a Dimapur stretch get the AAP touch

NPF units from eastern districts get together 

Road contractors told to stick to quality materials

St. Mary’s commemorates silver jubilee
Our Correspondent

Mokokchung, Nov. 12 
(EMN): It was a rare sight: 
Twelve hornbills in all 
in three flocks. The birds 
were sighted at Minkong 
forest of  Longmisa village 
in Mokokchung district on 
Sat. at around 2:00 pm by 
villagers. 

The sighting of  the 
bird—now much talked 
about but rarely seen—
was confirmed to this cor-
respondent by three villag-
ers who were scouring for 
fodder in a jungle for live-
stock. The revered birds—
integral to the lore of  
Naga antiquities and cul-
ture—were sighted flying 
in from Tuensang district 
areas in three flocks before 
perching somewhere in   
the dense Minkong forest 
within Longmisa village’s 
territory.

“We were searching for 
fodder nearby along the 
roadsides when we heard 
an unusual huge humming 
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noise emanating from be-
hind us. We turned around 
to see five hornbills gliding 
towards us from Tuensang 
area side. Later, two more 
groups in three and four 
hornbills, in a gap of  ten 
or more minutes flew over-
head us again and perched 
in Minkong forest,” said 

Supong, one of  the villag-
ers.

Minkong forest is 
shared by four villages 
namely Chuchuyimpang, 
Sungratsu, Longkong and 
Longmisa village in Ong-
pangkong range. The forest 
is one of  the more dense for-
ested regions in the district.

Dimapur, Nov. 12 (EMN):  
Members of  the Nagaland 
unit of  the Aam Aadmi 
Party (AAP) are said to 
have volunteered to fill pot-
holes along a stretch of  a 
road in Dimapur. 

The unit organised a 
‘social work’ with the theme 
‘Mission Potholes’ on Nov. 
11 from the ARTC junction 
till the two and a half mile 
junction, a press release 
from the media cell of the 
unit informed on Nov.12. 

Volunteers from the 
“state level” unit and its 
youth, women and minor-
ity wing and Dimapur dis-
trict AAP unit participated 
in the activity, the updates 
stated. 

“The AAP doesn’t have 
the resources nor is it in the 
capacity of  the AAP to pro-
vide good roads at the mo-
ment. It is the prerogative 
of  the state government to 
provide quality roads. How-
ever it is of  great dismay 
that the government has 
turned a blind eye to the pa-
thetic infrastructure and the 
hue and cry of  the common 

Dimapur, Nov. 12 (EMN): Members of  
the Naga Peoples’ Front (NPF) units of  
Tuensang, Mon, Longleng, and Kiphire 
had a “get together meet” on Nov. 10 at 
the Likhimro Hydro Project in Pungro 
sub-division of  Kiphire district.

The programme was hosted by T 
Torechu, member of  the state’s legisla-
tive assembly, and sponsored by MLA 
N Thongwang, a press release from the 
Kiphire unit of  the party informed in a 
press release to the media on Sunday. 

Workers of  the party, men and wom-
en, from Kiphire district from both the 
59th & 60th assembly constituency at-
tended the meeting, the updates stated. 
The divisions’ presidents urged the party’s 
workers to ‘remain faithful’ with the party 
under the leadership of  Dr. Shurhozelie 
Liezietsu. 

According to the press release, L 
Chopimong, vice president of  the NPF 
of  Kiphire division said that although 
the party in the 59th assembly constitu-
ency was ‘on re-strengthening process,’ 
the people’s ‘mandate of  the constituency 
was gearing up to face any consequence  
to restore NPF elected member’ in said 
constituency. 

T Torechu, legislator, addressed the 
programme, the updates stated. Accord-
ing to the press release, the member of  
the legislative assembly urged the party’s 
men and women to “elect a true leader 
who is faithful and honest towards to the 
party for all round development instead 
of  carrying away through materialistic 
approaches from a selfish leaders, as in 

a democratic election, everyone is equal 
under franchise right.” 

Further, the press release explained, 
he said that the NPF party was a “recog-
nized Naga political party which respects 
our Naga culture and practices, therefore 
we as a Naga and as party man and wom-
en we should uphold the spirit of  NPF 
party.”

Also, addressing the gathering was N 
Thongwang, member of  the legislative as-
sembly, the updates informed.  In his key-
note address, the legislator acknowledged 
the party’s president, Dr. Shurhozelie 
Liezietsu, under whose leadership the 
NPF party ‘remains protected thus far by 
having the people’s mandate upon three 
consecutive tenures.’ 

However, the legislator was quoted as 
having said during the event, despite the 
“dissent group” having more then 2/3 
majority elected representative, ‘They un-
der the disguise of  power are trying to rob 
the people’s mandated NPF party, as they 
knew that the NPF party is with the peo-
ple.’ Therefore, the press release claimed, 
‘Their dream to own the NPF party shall 
be short-lived as the sole owner is under 
the presidentship of  Dr. Shurhozelie. 

Besides, the press release stated, the 
Election Commission of  India’s directive 
‘clearly indicate who the rightful owner 
of  NPF party is.’ 

“Therefore, adjure upon the party 
man and women to know ones leader 
who are with the people and elect them 
accordingly for constituency welfare,” the 
press release added.

Tesophenyu students 
announce resolutions
Dimapur, Nov. 12 
(EMN): An organisa-
tion,  Tesophenyu Group 
Students’ Union (TGSU), 
has passed resolutions as-
sociated with a number of  
events in their area.

The organisation stat-
ed that the TGSU was the 
apex body of  the students’ 
community of  four villag-
es under the Tesophenyu 
area, a press release from 
the group stated on Sun-
day. 

According to the or-
ganisation, the resolu-
tions were decided upon 
keeping in mind upcom-
ing events in the area 
including “Golden Ju-
bilee Friendship Treaty 
between Tesophenyu and 
Touphema,” the 39th 
general conference of  the 
Rengma Students’ Union 
and the ordination of  St. 
Peter’s Catholic Church at 
Tesophenyu. 

The first of  the reso-
lutions the press release 
listed: The TGSU is “not 
against nor in favour of  
any political parties but 
appeal all to acknowl-

edge and respect the 
decisions of  the union 
for promoting peaceful 
coexistence, conducive 
atmosphere and main-
taining friendly relations  
without inciting any un-
toward incidents free 
from violence.”

Political parties are 
prohibited from forming 
‘camps,’ and from ‘supply-
ing cash’; use and sale of  
intoxicants and substanc-
es; campaigns and can-
vassing within the union’s 
jurisdiction with effect 
from Nov. 11, the press re-
lease stated.

Further, the press re-
lease stated, the ‘TGPU, 
TGWU’ and four village 
councils will be collaborat-
ing to “contain anti-social 
elements within its juris-
dictions.”  

“Violation of  the code 
of  conduct and offence 
shall be committing at 
one’s own risk and he/
she/they shall be respon-
sible for failure of  the en-
visaged programmes and 
activities,” the organisa-
tion added.

Dimapur, Nov. 12 
( E M N ) : C o n t r a c t o r s 
working on a highway in 
Mokokchung have been 
urged to ‘stick’ to ‘high 
quality raw materials as 
per the specification,’ for a 
highway in the district. 

The executive engineer 
of  the Public Works De-
partment (NH), Mokokc-
hung division, and his sub-
ordinates, among others, 
are said to have visited on 
Nov. 11 the ‘ongoing road 
repairing works’ being car-
ried out on National High-
way 702 D. 

A group called the 
‘Mokokchung to Marani 
Roadside Villagers Con-
cern Forum’ issued a press 
release on Sunday offering 
the updates. 

During the visit of  the 
officials, the contractors 

Dimapur, Nov. 12 (EMN): 
The Catholic community at 
Diezephe, under the patron-
age of St. Mary’s Church, 
celebrated their silver jubilee 
on Nov. 12 in the church’s 
premise. Updates on Sunday 
informed that the occasion 
saw in attendance Most Rev. 
Dr. James Thoppil, bishop 
of Kohima, as the main cel-
ebrant. 

Priests, sisters, brothers 
and church leaders besides 
the faithful were present for 
the Holy Eucharist, the up-
dates informed. 

According to the hand-
out to the media, Bishop 
James congratulated the 
parish priests and all the 
members of  St. Mary’s 
Church for ‘faithfully jour-
neying the faith walk.’ He 
expressed ‘sentiments of  
appreciation and grati-
tude’ to a late Vikeduolhou 
Vincent and his family for 
the ‘generous and self-
less contribution towards 
the growth’ of  St. Mary’s 

people has fallen on deaf  
ears,” the unit stated. 

It stated that ‘Potholes 
Mission’ was carried out 
“not for publicity stunt nor 

to gain political mileage 
but to create an awareness 
among the people that our 
inherent rights are being 
compromised and that the 

public should wake up and 
demand what is rightfully 
ours.”

The work is stated to 
have begun at around 8 am 

and continued till late in 
the evening. 

“The team filled up al-
most all the Potholes some 
even as deep as 10 inches 
which poses grave threat to 
the commuters especially 
the two wheelers. The so-
cial work was accompanied 
by poster campaign along 
the national highway,” the 
press release explained. 
The party will continue to 
work for the people and 
‘such works’ will be carried 
out even in the near future, 
it assured.

The AAP has expressed 
gratitude to the district’s 
administration “for allow-
ing the party to carry out 
the social work.” 

Also, the party thanks 
all the volunteers, and well-
wishers, especially one 
Tovi for providing gravel, 
and owner of  Aman Fast 
food for providing tea to 
the volunteers. 

The unit has apolo-
gised to the public for 
inconveniences that may 
have been caused during 
the social work.

Church at Diezephe.
“In his homily, Bishop 

James recalled the initial 
faith journey of  the com-
munity. He remembered 

with thanks giving the 
pioneering pillars of  the 
church. He said that jubilee 
is a time to thank the Lord 
for the past blessing, to live 

the present with passion 
and to live the future with 
hope,” the updates stated. 
He pointed further that the 
occasion was a time for 

rededication and renewal. 
“He exhorted the faithful 
to be live life of  faithful-
ness and dedication,” the 
updates stated.

and the department were 
told to stick to the ‘high 
quality raw materials as 
per the specification,’ ac-
cording to the press release 
from the forum. The con-
tractors and the depart-
ment were urged to “speed 
up the work as the people 
have been suffering for a 
very long time and moreo-
ver the festive season is ap-
proaching.”

According to the press 
release from said forum, 
the  ‘contractors assured 
the inspection team that  
water bound macadam 
(BMW) of the whole 
stretch will be completed 
by December 2017, black 
topping of   0 km to 10  kms 
by December 2017, and the 
block topping of  the entire 
course by April 2018.’
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EC to hold meeting with CEOs of 
Meghalaya, Nagaland, Tripura 

TSA launches ‘ambulance project’; 
vows to deliver service by December 

Ex-terror outfit chief arrested 
for sedition in Tripura

Assam rhino deaths: State govt to 
review anti-poaching steps every month

Meghalaya: JNU removes 
Shillong from exam centre’s list

Manipur gov. welcomes Assam Rifles’ tri-nation expedition members 

Rengma organisations appeal KA to 
refrain from calling bandh on Nov. 28 

Manipur highlights Climate  
Change impact at COP23 in Germany 

Woman and her unborn baby die after refusing treatment

Shillong, Nov. 12 (PTI): 
The Election Commis-
sion of  India will hold a 
pre-poll preparedness re-
view meeting with Chief  
Electoral Officers (CEOs) 
of  Meghalaya, Nagaland 
and Tripura at New Delhi 
tomorrow, officials said 
here today.

“At the meeting to-
morrow, the EC will re-
view the preparedness of  
these poll-bound states 
on the use of  the VVPAT 
(Voter Verifiable Paper 
Audit Trail) machines and 
also discuss the launch of  

BLO-net in these states,” 
Meghalaya Chief  Elec-
toral Officer (CEO) F R 
Kharkongor told PTI.

A l l  3 0 8 2  p o l l i n g 
booths in the 60 constitu-
encies in the state will 
implement the VVPAT 
or VPR (Verifiable Pa-
per Record), a method 
of  providing feedback to 
voters to verify that the 
vote polled by a voter goes 
to the correct candidate/
party, he said.

The Election Commis-
sion will also be briefed 
on the achievement of  

the targeted enrolment 
drives in the state aiming 
to reach to 18 lakh voters 
of  the 3.2 million popula-
tions.

Among the other issues 
that will be discussed, will 
be the launching of  BLO-
net, a pilot project of  the 
EC aimed at enabling booth 
level officers to map minute 
information about polling 
stations, nearest hospitals, 
roads and other landmarks, 
Kharkongor said.

The Meghalaya CEO 
said the purpose is to have 
a better idea of  polling 

booths and the BLO-net 
will be rolled out in five 
constituencies in Meg-
halaya - East Shillong, 
South Shillong, North 
Shillong and North Tura 
and South Tura.

Earlier, the EC had 
also reviewed the security 
pre-poll preparedness of  
these states.

Following the meeting 
tomorrow, the EC officials 
will visit these poll-bound 
states, Kharkongor said.

Assembly elections 
in Meghalaya are due in 
March next year.

Dimapur, Nov. 12 (EMN): The Thadou 
Students’ Association General Headquar-
ters (TSA-GHQ) in a thanksgiving cer-
emony for the successful celebration of  the 
TSA diamond jubilee celebrated in Octo-
ber 2017 launched its ‘ambulance project’ 
on Sat. Nov. 11 by Manipur Minister for 
Social welfare and Cooperation Nemcha 
Kigpen where 47 individuals pledged for 
TSA ‘ambulance project’ with the TSA 
receiving as amount of  Rs. 5.7 lac. at the 
launch of  the project. 
This was stated by the TSA in a press re-
lease received here. 

Legislator Kigpin in her speech called 
on the community to march forward for 
the rapid development of  the Thadou tribe 
in the state thereby leaving behind all indif-
ferences within the community. 

She also hailed TSA as the most dedi-
cated and sincere civil society organisation 
in the state, maintained a press note from 
the organisation. 

 The ceremony was attended by the 

Thadou Women’s Association president 
Chingsawmching Kilong, Thadou Inpi 
speaker Dr. Lalkholen Singson, Executive 
Member, ADC-SH SL Kaikhosei among 
many others. 

Miss Kut 2017 Esther Nengpilhing 
Haokip who was also winner of  Miss 
Thadou in 2016 was felicitated by TSA.

 Miss Kut Haokip in her speech appre-
ciated the Thadou community in initiating 
Hun “Thadou Cultural Festival”  in 2016 
which became the stepping stone for her 
success and conveyed best wishes to the 
Thadou civil bodies especially TSA. 

Ambulance Project of  TSA was also 
dedicated to God by Rev Satkhothang 
Singson. 

“The project will be a milestone 
achievement by Christmas and we shall try 
our best to start delivering the ambulance 
service before Christmas as a Christmas 
gift to Thadou community in particular 
and all other communities in the state”, 
stated the TSA.  

Agartala, Nov. 12 (IANS): Outlawed All 
Tripura Tiger Force’s former chief  Ranjit 
Debbarma, who was pushed back by 
Bangladesh security forces into India four 
years ago, has been arrested on sedition 
charges, police said on Sunday.

Debbarma was arrested from his 
house at Sidhai in western Tripura late 
on Saturday on the charge of  sedition 
and well as in connection with some 
cases pending at Teliamura police station 
in Khowai district, West Tripura district 
police chief  Abhijit Saptarshi told IANS.

Khowai’s Superintendent of  Police 
Krishnendu Chakraborty said that the 
former terrorist leader would soon be 
produced before a local court.

“Debbarma, without permission 
of  the police authority, held a public 
meeting at Teliamura last week and chal-
lenged erstwhile princely ruled Tripura’s 
merger with the Indian Union. He also 

gave anti-national views in the meeting,” 
Chakraborty told IANS over phone from 
Khowai.

Arrested by the Bangaladesh police in 
2012 after an Interpol Red Corner Notice 
had been issued for him as he was alleg-
edly involved in a number of  massacres 
and many other crimes, he was handed 
over to Indian authorities through the 
Dawki border of  Meghalaya in January 
next year. 

He was subsequently brought to 
Tripura and arrested by the state police.

He got bail from a Tripura court in 
2015.  Debbarma has recently formed 
Tripura United People’s Council involv-
ing surrendered militants of  various 
former extremist outfits and demanded 
implementation of  the government’s 
assurances given to the outfits during 
signing of  accords with different groups 
since 1993.

Tezpur, Nov. 12 (PTI): The 
Assam government has 
decided to hold monthly 
meetings at the Kaziranga 
National Park to keep itself  
updated about the efficacy 
of  the steps taken to curb 
poaching of  rhinos. At 
least four rhinos had fallen 
victims to poachers in the 
last fortnight.

A meeting was called on 
Sunday by Chief  Secretary 
V K Pipersenia to chalk out 
strategies to check poach-
ing at the World Heritage 
Site with Deputy commis-
sioners, Superintendents of  
police and forest officials of  
the five district of  Sonitpur, 
Biswanath, Golaghat, Kar-

bi Anglong and Nagaon 
participated.

Speaking to PTI, Chief  
Secretary Pipersenia said 
the meeting held discus-
sions on finding a perma-
nent solution to the poach-
ing issue and a roadmap 
will be drawn which will 
take views of  all deputy 
commissioners and super-
intendents of  police and 
forest divisions on how to 
stop the repeated killings of  
rhinos in the Park.

Stating that review 
meetings will be held every 
month with the district 
authorities for strategy de-
velopment, he said a com-
mittee for anti-poaching — 

Kaziranga Anti-poaching 
Coordination Mechanism 
— will be set up and dis-
cussed with Chief  Minister 
Sarbananda Sonowal.

The meeting also re-
viewed the anti poaching 
strategy taken up by the 
forest department even as 
six rhinos have been killed 
in Kaziranga National Park 
this year, he added.

On Novemver 10, po-
lice in Nagaon district had 
arrested three poachers 
hailing from Kohima in 
Nagaland after they fled 
from Haibargaon check 
point where police recov-
ered huge cache of  arms 
from their vehicle.

Shillong, Nov. 12 (Agencies): The 
Jawaharlal Nehru University of  New 
Delhi has recently removed Shillong 
from the list of  centres conducting 
examinations. The other centres 
from Northeast will remain intact 
on the list.

The Jawaharlal Nehru University 
(JNU) at Delhi has cancelled one of  
its examinations Centre in Shillong, 
Meghalaya.

JNU is going to hold entrance 
examination for various courses by 
last week of  December next month. 
JNU has over fifty-four entrance ex-
amination centres across India, out 
of  which six centres are in Northeast.

In Northeast, JNU had its centres 
in Aizawl, Guwahati, Imphal, Itana-
gar, Silchar and Shillong from which 
the Shillong centre has been removed 

from the list.
This year from the list of  exami-

nation centres in India JNU removed 
the state and as per the announce-
ment, other centres are intact on the 
list.

It has to be noted further that 
the students of  Shillong who will be 
appearing for entrance examinations 
for various courses in December next 
month are directed by the JNU ad-
ministration to appear from Jammu.

The decision by the JNU admin-
istration is abrupt and till now they 
have not given any explanation for 
removing Shillong from the list of  
examination centres.

JNU student’s union has raised 
this issue before the JNU administra-
tion and will have a meeting regard-
ing removal of  examination centre 

from Shillong.
A Few speculate that the decision 

may be taken because of  the upcom-
ing elections in the State, but JNU 
administration is silent on the matter.

Student Union claimed that if  
JNU had to drop Shillong from the 
list for some reason then the appli-
cants should have been directed to 
appear in entrance from the nearby 
centres, but the applicants in Shil-
long, Meghalaya had been directed 
to Jammu.

Guwahati is the closest place 
from Shillong but JNU has chosen 
Jammu, which is 2, 525.7 Km away 
from Shillong.

The student union is positive that 
the decision will be revoked soon and 
Shillong will again be added to the list 
of  examination centre.

Imphal, Nov. 12 (PTI): Manipur Governor Na-
jma Heptulla today accorded a warm welcome 
to Assam Rifles tri-nation motorcycle expedition 
team here.

The Assam Rifles, the country’s oldest central 
para-military force, is conducting a tri-nation mo-
torcycle expedition involving India, Bangladesh 
and Myanmar to promote force-to-force and 
people-to-people relations as part of  its 183rd 
Raising Day celebrations.

The 2,150-km long expedition will cover 
Bangladesh and Myanmar besides India s six 
northeastern states Meghalaya, Assam, Manipur, 
Nagaland, Mizoram and Tripura.

The expedition has been named as Sardar 
Vallabhai Patel Unity and Heritage Motorcycle 
Expedition.

Heptulla, interacting with the team at Raj 

Bhavan said, the 33-member expedition team will 
“foster force to force connection with the border 
guarding forces of  Bangladesh and Myanmar”.

She hoped that the team will pay homage to 
the martyrs of  the Indian army who sacrificed 
their life during the Indo-Pak war of  1971 and 
World War II, as well as spread the “message of  
peace and brotherhood” and interact with the 
populace in social and cultural activities.

The commander of  the team, Col PKS Gaur 
said the expedition was flagged off  from Shil-
long in Meghalaya on October 30 last and will 
conclude on November 17 next.

The objective of  the effort is to promote peace, 
prosperity and brotherhood, cultural exchanges, 
national integrity, interact with war veterans and 
foster contact with border guards of  Bangladesh 
and Myanmar.

Diphu, Nov. 12 (EMN): 
The Rengma Naga Stu-
dents Union (RNSU) and 
Rengma Naga Cultural 
Society, Diphu Zone has 
condemned the act of  
Indian Army (Gorkha 
regiment) under Choki-
hola police station against 
the atrocities meted upon 
Rengma Naga villagers 
in the Rengma areas of  
Karbi Anglong. 

The press statement 
from the organisation 
stated that the activities 
of  the Indian Army came 
to light when some of  the 
Rengma villagers were 

thrashed and tortured 
with the false information 
of  possessing illegal arms 
in the month of  October. 

 “A complete house 
search was conducted 
from Jongpha to Borlang-
so (Tseguchangri) village 
during that month and the 
same treatment was met-
ed upon the villagers of  
Phangcherop to Khanari 
village, where some Reng-
ma youths while returning 
from the paddy field were 
brutally tortured” stated 
the press note. 

“On November 10, 
without any search war-

rant, Khenga Rengma, 
Former RNPC president 
of  Khanari village res-
idence was thoroughly 
searched. 

H oweve r,  n o t h i n g 
could be found as alleged. 
And therefore it turned out 
that, the information was 
vague”, it further stated. 
“On contacting the Su-
perintendent of  Police 
East Karbi Anglong, it 
was established that they 
were unaware of  the said 
Indian Army operation. 

Therefore the question 
of  human rights viola-
tion without doubt is felt; 

the students’ organisa-
tions appeal Law & Order 
Department to look into 
the matter seriously in 
future”. 

The Rengma organisa-
tions’ after a joint meet-
ing held on Nov. 11 also 
appealed the social and 
political organisations of  
Karbi Anglong district 
to refrain from calling 
Karbi Anglong bandh on 
or before November 28 as 
the Rengma community’s 
Ngada festival falls on 
November 28 which is 
an auspicious day of  the 
Rengma Nagas.

Our Correspondent
Imphal, Nov. 12 (EMN): 
The problems of  nearly 
2.8 million population of  
Manipur because of  the 
impact of  the Climate 
Change were highlighted 
during the 23rd United 
Nation’s Parties of  Con-
ferences (COP 23) at Bonn 
in Germany at the Indian 
Pavilion on Saturday.

Repeated flood dur-
ing pre-monsoon in 2017 
in Manipur, some of  the 
few experiences of  floods, 
issues in getting water dur-
ing post monsoon, washed 
out of  villages due to land-
slides, to name a few drew 
the attention of  the confer-
ence, according to official 
sources.

Dr T Brajakumar of  
the state Environment De-
partment made the pres-

entation which was based 
on factual reports by the 
Climate Scientists in the 
Himalayan States, espe-
cially in northeast states, 
and its consequences, im-
pacts on the life of  Hima-
layan people, initiatives 
taken up by the state and 
people’s participation in 
Climate Change Adapta-
tion, to mention a few.

In his presentation 
Brajakumar focused on 
the response from the vul-
nerable section of  people 
who are waiting assistance 
after the expose by the 
climate change, climate 
justice, climate change 
insurance. 

“Of  course, policy will 
come from the govern-
ment, action is mandate 
since it is a state subject, 
however, result will be 

told by the people who are 
really impacted and vul-
nerable,” the deputy direc-
tor of  state environment 
department said when 
contacted. 

M a n i p u r  b e i n g  a 
non-industrial state and 
compromising in every 
developmental program 
by protecting forest of  
more than 72% of  forests 
coverage as natural con-
servationist, facing prob-
lems of  climate change 
impact more than other 
non-Himalayan states.

“Having said that, I 
have appeal to re-think on 
any actions and develop-
ment activities which may 
escalate climate change 
which ultimately impact 
regions like Manipur,” 
Brajakumar who is the 
state coordinator of  state 

climate change cell added. 
The main agenda of  

the Indian pavilion ses-
sion in CoP 23 which was 
attended by Advisor (stra-
tegic programme, large 
initiatives and coordinated 
action enabler and climate 
change program Dr. Nisha 
Mendiratta of  Department 
of  science and technol-
ogy, government of  India, 
was creating and enabling 
conditions of  state level 
actions through capacity 
building and knowledge 
management.

Manipur had expe-
rienced five times flood 
and landslides at various 
parts of  the state due to 
changing climate. The 
state suffered a huge loss 
of  around Rs 213.71 cr. 
worth properties during 
the floods since Cyclone 

Mora hit the state in May 
this year.

It had also claimed 
more than 20 lives and 
affected nearly 53 percent 
agriculture land, 16,968 
hectares of  fish farms, 
19,095 houses, 421 govern-
ment infrastructure includ-
ing 128 schools, 43 bridges 
and 35 market sheds.

The mudsl ide and 
landslide hit areas in-
clude Chakhumei in Se-
napati where 22 houses 
were washed away on 
August 26, Sirarakhong 
in Ukhrul where 7 hous-
es were destroyed on 
April 5 and Kalikhola 
in Kangpokpi where 11 
houses were completely 
destroyed on June 5 forc-
ing the villagers to vacate 
their houses and rebuilt at 
safer places.

Our Correspondent 
Diphu, Nov. 12 (EMN): 
A doctor attached to Dil-
lai state dispensary Assam 
allegedly refused to treat 
an expecting woman who 
was nine months pregnant 
claimed the life of  the 
pregnant woman on Thur. 
Nov. 9 at around 4.30 am. 
The doctor identified as 
Dr. Netai Chandra Dey 
refused to treat the patient 
as his duty hour was over, 
it was alleged. 

It was reported that 
on Nov. 8 at around 1.30 
pm, the victim Sameli 
Singnarpi was taken to 
Dillai state dispensary 
for treatment. Refusing to 
treat the patient, Dr. Dey 
referred the patient to the 
ANM and GNM nurses to 
handle the case recounted 
the victim’s family to me-
dia persons. 

The victim’s husband 
Sarmonkiri Hanse was 
consulted with one GNM 
nurse who after examining 
the patient was advised to 
go home as there was still 
time for delivery.   

However the family 
member’s refused to take 
the patient home consid-
ering her condition and 

was admitted at the dis-
pensary. 

In the evening Sing-
narpi started feeling pain 
at the abdomen and with-
out any consultation with 
the doctor, the GNM nurse 
and other nurses handled 
the work for delivery, and 
in the course the pregnant 
mother with her unborn 

child succumbed. 
In order to receive 

firsthand report, a group 
of  media persons went to 
the Dillai state dispensary. 
Those who accompanied 
the pregnant woman told 
media persons that the 
family members had sev-
eral time requested the 
doctor to treat the patient 
which was refused and left 
for his home.

Dr. Dey acknowledged 
before the media people 
the situation that took 
place which led to the 
death of  the pregnant 
woman and the unborn 
child.       

The victim was re-
fer red to Diphu Civi l 
Hospital for treatment by 
the GNM nurse after her 
condition worsened and 
an ambulance was called 
which did not reach on 

time, said the GNM nurse 
to media persons. 

If  the ambulance had 
arrived on time, the wom-
an’s life could have been 
saved, added the nurse. 

The ambulance driver 
speaking to media persons 
said the distance was the 
reason for him reaching 
late.  

The victim’s husband 
alleged that after return-
ing to the dispensary he 
found his wife’s body on 
the floor.  However the 
nurse countered that the 
pregnant  woman was 
made to lie on the floor 
as she requested them to 
do so.

In this connection the 
family members are to 
lodge an FIR against the 
dispensary, informed the 
family members to media 
persons.

Manipur Governor Najma Heptulla.
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More capital will push PSBs to 
up MSME credit, says Arun Jaitley

Air India gets Rs 1,500-cr loan from Bank of India

Poor insurance cover in fisheries sector – Study

GST caused temporary 
slowdown, India poised to 
recover – Assocham

BharatNet 2 for 
broadband to all 
panchayats to launch

Alibaba’s Singles’ Day fest sale hits $25bn 

Gurugram, Nov 12 (PTI):  
Finance Minister Arun 
Jaitley today said more 
capital for state-owned 
banks will  prompt the 
PSBs to increase credit 
flow to MSMEs so that the 
‘third engine’ of  private 
investment is fired up to 
propel growth and create 
jobs.

Last month, the gov-
ernment had unveiled a 
whopping Rs 2.11-lakh 
crore two-year road map to 
strengthen NPA-hit public 
sector banks (PSBs), which 
includes recapitalisation 
bonds, budgetary support 
and equity dilution.

As for the engines of  
growth, there has been 
a significant increase in 
public investment and FDI 
inflows, but the private 
investment has continued 

Shanghai, Nov. 12 (IANS): The Chinese 
e-commerce major Alibaba grossed over $25 
billion in its 24-hour long 11.11 Global Shop-
ping Festival on Saturday.

The company sold $25.38 billion (168.2 
billion Chinese Yuan) worth of  goods within 
24 hours of  its annual sales event, registering 
about 39 per cent growth over its previous 
year’s sales of  $18 billion during the one-day 
event in 2016.

“This year is the first time that the fest 
was held during the weekend, on a Saturday. 
We had consumers who shopped throughout 
the day right up till the last second of  the 
festival,” said the Chief  Executive Officer of  
the Alibaba Group Daniel Zhang told media 
as the sales event came to a close.

It was not a fest just for consumers but 
also for the merchants, with 157 merchants 
registering over 100 million Chinese Yuan 
(about $15 million) worth sales within 24 
hours, Zhang said.

“Today was an Olympics of  commerce,” 
he added.

Out of  the total $25.38 billion, the com-
pany had notched $12 billion worth of  sales 
within just the first two hours of  the festival.

The ninth edition of  the much antici-
pated 24-hour annual shopping festival was 
kicked off  at midnight of  Friday in China. 
The festival had promotions and offers from 
over 140,000 brands and 15 million product 
listings this year.

About 325,000 orders were processed per 
second during the festival by Alibaba Cloud 
(the cloud computing arm of  Alibaba) and 
256,000 payment transactions were made for 
the placed orders through Alipay (Alibaba’s 
online payment platform), the company an-
nounced.

Nearly 90 per cent of  the orders that were 
placed from across the world during the shop-
ping fest were made through mobile phones.

This year’s festival was entertainment-
and-media driven with a “new retail” strat-
egy employing various ways to engage the 
Chinese consumers both online and offline, 
Zhang said.

The company had converted about 
100,000 retail stores to “smart stores”, which 
allow consumers to receive customised 
shopping experience with the use of  facial 
recognition, “cloud shelf” and location-based 
store and discount recommendations among 
others.

Consumers could shop through augment-
ed reality trials of  beauty products, a fashion 
mirror based on Artificial Intelligence (AI), 

unmanned vending machines among others.
Held on China’s Singles’ Day, which falls 

on November 11, the event is one of  the larg-
est online shopping events in the world.

On the same day this year, Alibaba’s com-
petitor and the second largest e-commerce 
platform JD.com had registered about $19.14 
billion worth sales during its 24-hour Singles’ 
Day fest.

Started in 2009, Alibaba’s festival grossed 
about $18 billion during the 24-hour period 
last year, making the festival about 2.5 times 
bigger than Black Friday and Cyber Monday 
(two of  the biggest shopping festivals in the 
US) put together.

The fest is 18 times bigger than Amazon 
Prime Day, the sales event of  online shopping 
platform Amazon.

NPF-4/MEETING/2015-2020/8(B)                              20/10/17

Whereas, in exercise of the powers conferred vide Article V of the NPF 
Constitution; I, Dr. Shürhozelie Liezietsu, President NPF convened the 
meeting of the Central Office Bearers (COB) on 4th Oct. 2017 at the NPF 
Central Office Kohima, wherein, the COB endorsed the President to convene 
the meeting of the Central Executive Council (CEC).

Whereas, in pursuance to the decision of the COB dated 4.10.2017 and in 
conformity with Article IV Para (3) Clause (c), Sub-Clause (i)&(ii) of the 
NPF Constitution, the said CEC Meeting was convened on 20th Oct. 2017 at 
the NPF Central Office Kohima, Nagaland from 10:30 AM onwards.

Whereas, in consonance with Article IV Para (6) Clause (a), the CEC 
in its meeting held on 20th October 2017 at the Central NPF Office Kohima, 
Nagaland decided to summon the General Convention on 22nd November 
2017 at Kohima.

Whereas, the CEC further endorsed the President to issue Notification for 
summoning the General Convention in view of the directive by the Election 
Commission of India (ECI) vide its Order No. 56/dispute/03/2017/PPS-II, 
dated 17.10.2017, dispute case No. 3 of 2017 a dispute in Naga People’s 
Front a recognized State Party in the Nagaland and Manipur to resolve 
the present crisis within the party by invoking Article XV of the NPF 
Constitution.

Now, therefore, in pursuance to the decision of the CEC dated 20.10.2017, 
I, Dr. Shürhozelie Liezietsu, President NPF hereby summon the General 
Convention of the NPF on 22nd  November 2017 at Kohima from 11 AM 
onwards.

The issue to be tabled in the General Convention shall be;

1. To discuss and deliberate the present crisis within the NPF Party owing 
to an attempt made by some dissidents to hijack the party.

2. To put to vote by way of raising hand as to whether the General 
Convention held on 26.11.2014 and 30.04.2015 at Kohima vis-à-vis 
election of Dr. Shürhozelie Liezietsu as the President NPF along with  
his team of Office Bearers for the tenure 2015-2020 should stand valid 
or should be treated as null and void, wherein, only Active Members 
whose names are enrolled in the Central (Party) Office before the present 
dispute arose shall be eligible to vote.

Furthermore, it is made clear that this particular General Convention is 
summoned in compliance to the directive of the ECI dated 17th Oct. 2017 
and in consonance with the Article XV of the NPF Constitution. It is also 
once again made clear that only and only Active Members whose names are 
enrolled in the Central (Party) Office record before the present dispute arose 
shall be eligible to vote in the General Convention scheduled to be held on 
22nd November 2017 at Kohima, Nagaland.

Sd/-
(DR. SHURHOZELIE LIEZIETSU)

President.
Naga People’s Front

Dated: Kohima, 20th October 2017
NOTIFICATION

to lag.
“If  you look at the big 

picture of  the economy 

where governments are 
spending a lot of  public 
money, a lot of  foreign 

investment is coming in.
“We need the third en-

gine (private investment) 

also to fire and a robust 
private sector and MSME 
sector so that the optimum 
growth rate which we have 
the potential for can be 
reached,” Jaitley said in 
his address to top officials 
at the first PSB Manthan 
here.

He said one of  the fo-
cus areas banks have taken 
up is to support MSMEs 
(micro, small and medium 
enterprises) in the first in-
stance because the sector 
creating jobs and giving 
boost to the economy has 
no access to international 
finance or bond market.

Jaitley said the govern-
ment has decided to put 
in more capital through 
bonds and banks’ equity 
expansion and “therefore, 
it is the country which is 
virtually going to pay to 

keep the banking system 
in good health”.

He assured the bank-
ers who gathered here 
that “you won’t find us 
interfering” in commercial 
transactions, but “when 
the system is making all 
these changes and all these 
monetary contributions 
in order to strengthen the 
banking system, we want 
robust public sector bank-
ing system so that your 
ability to support growth 
itself  increases”.

Non-performing assets 
of  PSBs have increased to 
Rs 7.33 lakh crore as of  
June 2017, from Rs 2.78 
lakh crore in March 2015.

In the last three-and-a-
half  years, the government 
pumped in more than Rs 
51,000 crore capital in 
public sector banks.

Kochi, Nov. 12 (IANS): The in-
surance coverage level in Indias’ 
fisheries sector is poor, compared 
to other sub-sectors of  agriculture, 
says a study by the Central Marine 
Fisheries Research Institute (CM-
FRI) here.

CMFRI scientist Shinoj Parap-
purathu, who led the study team, 
also said that the fisheries sector has 
received little attention either at the 
Central or State levels and is limited 
to accident risks of  marine fisher-
men, while the other major risks 
such as loss and damage to fishing 
vessels and gear and damage to 
coastal assets of  fishermen are cov-
ered only at a limited scale across 

the country, including Kerala.
“Moreover, no insurance policy 

is available in the country for risks, 
such as large scale decline in stock 
of  fish species, damage of  sea 
cages, loss of  fish crops and dam-
age to farm structures,” he said in a 
release here on Sunday.

The study was conducted in 
14 fishing centres in Kerala, Tamil 
Nadu, Andhra Pradesh, Gujarat 
and Odisha and among fish farmers 
in Kerala and Tamil Nadu, and in-
formation collected from the insur-
ance companies and government 
departments was also analysed for 
the study.

Exposing the pathetic situation 

in the sector, the study found that 
the provision for vessel insurance, 
gear insurance and coastal asset 
insurance was quite low, with only 
one case of  gear insurance reported 
from Kerala and a meagre 14 per 
cent of  fishermen from Tamil 
Nadu having reported enrolment 
to coastal asset insurance.

Insurance coverage of  income 
risks owing to decline of  fish stocks 
and price risks due to market price 
fluctuations was not reported by 
any of  the respondents of  the 
survey.

It was also found out that the 
level of  adoption of  insurance 
in aquaculture is also very low. 

The study found that none of  the 
sample farmers who are involved 
in freshwater/brackish water aqua-
culture in Kerala and Tamil Nadu 
have opted for any sort of insurance 
coverage against common risks in 
the sector.

On the reasons on why this 
is happening, the study finds that 
there was a lack of  awareness 
among the fishing community 
about the need and benefits of  
insurance scheme and also the 
lack of  trust between insurance 
companies and fishing community. 
Also, private insurance companies 
were not interested in entering the 
fisheries sector.

New Delhi ,  Nov.  12 
(IANS): Despite a tempo-
rary economic slowdown 
post implementation of  
the Goods and Services 
Tax (GST) in July, India is 
poised on the threshold of  
sustainable growth, indus-
try chamber Assocham said 
on Sunday citing its latest 
report.

“There has been a tem-
porary slowdown even 
though government has 
ideated and implemented 
a number of  initiatives to 
improve business condu-
civeness,” an Assocham 
release said here citing its 
joint study with EY.

“But a consensus view 
is that India is poised to-
wards a sustainable growth 
in the near future,” the re-
port titled ‘Ideate, Innovate, 
Implement: Invest in India,’ 
said.

The report said that 
GST will have a significant 

impact on all aspects of  
business operating in the 
country, including supply 
chain, sourcing and distri-
bution decisions, inventory 
costs and cash flows, pric-
ing policy, accounting and 
transactions management.

It also said that GST 
will have an impact on 
prices agreed for contracts 
entered under the pre-GST 
regime and proposed to be 
executed either partly or 
completely under the GST 
regime.

“Also, introduction of  
GST should entail a reduc-
tion in overall process on ac-
count of reduced tax costs,” 
the report added.”

Highlighting that a com-
plex legal framework makes 
investors wary of  investing 
in an otherwise promising 
market, the study suggested 
that government urgently 
carry out effective judicial 
reforms.

Making the biggest re-
vamp of  the new indirect 
tax rate structure the GST 
Council on Friday decided 
to slash tax slabs of  178 
items from 28 per cent to 
18 per cent, leaving only 
50 items, including sin and 
luxury goods, in the highest 
bracket.

West Bengal Finance 
Minister Amit Mitra earlier 
told reporters on the side-
lines of the Council meeting 
held in Guwahati that the 
loss on account of a “hasty 
and ill-designed” GST had 
resulted in the exchequer 
losing around Rs 60,000 
crore for the Centre and Rs 
30,000 crore for the states in 
just the first three months. 

Finance Minister Arun 
Jaitley revealed to reporters 
that the GST collections in 
the first three months had 
been in the range of  Rs 
93,000-Rs 95,000 crore per 
month. 

New Delhi ,  Nov.  12 
(IANS): The second and 
final phase of the BharatNet 
project to provide high-
speed broadband in all pan-
chayats by March 2019 will 
be launched on Monday, 
according to an official an-
nouncement here.

With optical fibre con-
nectivity now available at 
1 lakh gram panchayats 
under Phase I of the project, 
the Central government will 
sign MoUs with the states 
for staring BharatNet Phase 
II, a Communications Min-
istry release said on Sunday.

“The national confer-
ence on signing of  MoU 
with states and utilisation of  
network will be held in New 
Delhi on November 13 with 
states and service providers.

“DoT (Department of  
Telecom) will sign Memo-
randa of  Understanding 
with states for implementa-

tion of  BharatNet Phase 
II during the conference,” 
it said.

According to the Min-
istry, DoT is organising 
the conference with state 
governments and service 
providers “to brainstorm 
and showcase various uti-
lisation models leveraging 
BharatNet infrastructure” 
and IT Ministers and IT 
Secretaries from states will 
be present. 

It also said that service 
providers like Airtel, Reli-
ance Jio, Vodafone and 
Idea have shown interest in 
participating in BharatNet.

According to informed 
sources here, Telecom Min-
ister Manoj Sinha, Informa-
tion Technology Minister 
Ravi Shankar Prasad and 
Human Resource Devel-
opment Minister Prakash 
Javadekar will be present at 
the conference on Monday.

New Delhi, Nov. 12 (PTI): Debt-lad-
en Air India has received a loan worth 
of Rs 1,500 crore from Bank of India 
to meet urgent working capital needs 
less than a month after floating a tender 
in this regard, an airline source said.

For the second time in recent 
months, the flagship carrier has re-
ceived loans from a public sector 
lender.

Battling multiple headwinds, the 
disinvestment-bound airline has been 

working on ways to reduce its debt, 
including by way of selling non-core 
assets and expanding operations.

The source said the airline has re-
ceived Rs 1,500 crore loan from Bank 
of India after the tender for the amount 
was floated last month in order to meet 
“urgent” working capital needs.

A query sent to Bank of India re-
mained unanswered.

A tender was issued by the carrier 
on October 18 in which it had sought 

government guarantee-backed short-
term loans totalling up to Rs 1,500 
crore to meet “its urgent working capi-
tal requirements”.

Prior to that, the airline had bor-
rowed around Rs 3,250 crore as 
short tenure loans from two lenders 
-- IndusInd Bank and Punjab National 
Bank, sources had said. This loan too 
was for meeting urgent working capital 
needs and the tender was floated in 
September.

In the last nearly three 
months, at least two public 
sector lenders -- Bank of  
India and Punjab National 
Bank -- have provided loans 
to the airline.

As part of efforts to re-
vive the ailing carrier, which 
has a debt burden of more 
than Rs 50,000 crore, the 
government is in the process 
of finalising the contours of  
its strategic disinvestment.

Air India is surviving on 
taxpayers’ money under the 
bailout package extended by 
the previous UPA govern-
ment in 2012.

As part of  the turna-
round plan, the national 
carrier is to receive up to 
Rs 30,231 crore from the 
government over a ten-year 
period subject to meeting 
certain performance thresh-
olds.

The Air India group flies 
to 44 overseas and 75 do-
mestic destinations. There 
are flights to Copenhagen, 
Tokyo, Washington, Stock-
holm, Sydney, Hong Kong, 
Kabul, Colombo, Seoul, 
Singapore and London, 
among other foreign cities.
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Learning From 
Economic Trends

T
he Gross Domestic Product is one of  the main meas-
ures of  economic activity that is periodically done 
to know the economic growth of  a country. A rough 
definition of  GDP will be that total market value of  

all the final goods and services produced in a particular period 
of  time. The International Monetary Fund states that “Gross 
Domestic Product (GDP) is the sum of  consumption expendi-
ture (of  households, Non-profit institutions serving house-
holds, and general government), gross fixed capital formation, 
changes in inventories, and exports of  goods and services, less 
the value of  imports of  goods and services. According to the 
IMF definition, along with the other traditional institutions in 
the primary, secondary and the tertiary sector it also includes 
the NPISHs. The OECD defines that Non-profit institutions 
serving households (NPISHs) consist of  NPIs which are not 
predominantly financed and controlled by government and 
which provide goods or services to households free or at prices 
that are not economically significant.

Although there has been various criticisms against the use 
of  Gross Domestic Product as a measure of  economic activity 
due to the exclusions of  some economic activities it is still the 
most preferred measure of  a country’s economic growth. In 
India too the measure of  GDP is the only way that measures 
economic growth. Although in 2015, the Central Statistical Or-
ganisation of  India changed the way it measures GDP by cal-
culating the Gross Value Added (GVA) at basic prices and also 
changing the base year to 2011-14 still the process of  measuring 
GDP is conducted every year.

Similarly for the states the Gross State Domestic Product 
(GSDP) and the Net State Domestic Product (NSDP) is cal-
culated to measure the economic growth of  a state. Nagaland 
as a state in India also follows the similar formulae like the 
rest of  the country to measure GSDP and NSDP. NSDP can 
be defined as GSDP minus the consumption of  fixed capi-
tal or in other words minus the depreciation. In the 2015-16 
advance calculation of  GSDP, the primary sector or the pro-
duction of  raw materials contributed 34% to the total Gross 
Value Added(GVA); the secondary sector or the manufacturing 
sector contributed a meagre 13% to the total GVA; while the 
tertiary sector or the services sector which also includes the 
government sector contributed 53% to the GVA. Total GVA 
or in the case of  states the Gross State Value Added or GSVA 
is then added with taxes and subsidies subtracted to measure 
the GSDP of  the state which stands at INR 2052415 lac. or 
20524.15 cr. for Nagaland State in 2015-16.

In the case of  Nagaland, except for the production of  crops 
which contributes 22% to the total GSVA, the Other Services 
contributes 18% to the total GSVA. The Other Services excludes 
hotels, restaurants, repairs , transport and communication. It is 
then followed by public administration which contributes 12% 
to the total GSVA at current rate of  the state. Public admin-
istration or the government sector is almost equivalent to the 
manufacturing or the secondary sector in Nagaland.

Although in the Other Services sector there is a measure 
for ‘Extra Territorial Organisations and Bodies’ in Nagaland, 
it is not clear what kind of  institutions are included. For a 
small state like Nagaland the numerous non profit institutions, 
churches, tribe bodies and village councils, if  included will 
surely tilt the scale. At the same time there are many fictitious 
or un-operational institutions and co-operatives whose esti-
mated productions are automatically calculated in the GSDP. 
Interestingly, with an estimated population of  2077000 the 
per capita GSDP of  2015-16 at current prices therefore stands 
at INR 98816. The per capita income of  Nagaland earlier in 
2014-15 as per the CSO was INR 89607.

It is difficult to accept such a figure and the benefit of  doubt 
also goes the existing disparity among the people. However, 
taking into account these figures and comparing with the ex-
isting conditions of  the state many questions arise. How im-
portant does the GSDP/NSDP figures play in the annual state 
budget ? Is there a need to change the way GSDP/NSDP is cal-
culated in the state if  it is incorrect ? It is time for the lawmak-
ers and leaders to start asking intelligent and smart questions if  
the state has to move forward.

 Vishal Gulati | IANS

The Russian Revolution led by Lenin, which 
had its 100th anniversary on Tuesday, can 
be assailed on many counts, but literary 
connoisseurs could chiefly fault it on one. 

This would be ensuring the disappearance of  a 
prominent mainstay of  classical Russian literature 
and its archetypical contribution to the tradition -- 
the “Superfluous Man” who was unfit for the new 
working class trend of  “Socialist Realism”.

This is rather a pity, for the “Lishniy Chilovek”, 
as he was in the original Russian, was a rather inter-
esting character despite his obvious flaws and being 
more of  a product of  the times he flourished in.

And, no matter how ineffectual and cynically 
resigned in his immortal portrayals by the great-
est Russian writers from Pushkin to Dostoyevsky 
to Tolstoy, the Superfluous Man was more durable 
than seemed apparent.

Even after all the upheaval -- the revolution, the 
Civil War, the social tumult, the Stalinist repression, 
et al -- he reappeared in Russian literature under 
new guises as soon as conditions relaxed even mar-
ginally. And then he -- sorry, feminists, the Man is 
an integral part of  the term and besides, why would 
you really want a “Superfluous Woman?” -- also 
expanded his reach to figure not only in works by 
others set in Russia, but also elsewhere, of  course 
suitably adapted to contemporary, local conditions.

But what actually we must know first is what 
a Superfluous Man is, how did he spring up and 
where all have we seen him.

Generally considered the Russian counterpart 
to the Byronic Hero (featured here a few instal-
ments back), he is rather a unique subset for there 
are some differences.

The Superfluous Man: Russia’s Major 
Literary Contribution and its Significance 

Vikas Datta | IANS
While Byronic heroes, generally male (though 

women are not unknown) and high class, are 
flawed, charismatic, passionate, can behave both 
with charm as well outrageously, seem to harbour 
dark secrets or brooding on perceived injustices, the 
Russian guy is also characterised by a privileged 
background but still disregarding social values, can 
be sans empathy, and careless of  others’ feelings.

He also displays high levels of  cynicism, exis-
tential boredom, rampant hedonism (chiefly drink-
ing, gambling, romantic intrigue, duel-fighting, a 
combination thereof  or all), and is often a nihilist 
and fatalist.

The character first appeared in Ivan Turgenev’s 
“The Diary of  a Superfluous Man” (1850), which 
also gave him his name. This is the story of  Tch-
ulkaturin, who leads a comfortable but dreary and 
purposeless life, but is shocked when a doctor tells 
him he is in the final stage of  a terminal illness.

In the two weeks left to him, our hero starts a 
diary, recounting his life and finding its only promi-
nent event was the time when he fell in love but it 
was not reciprocated. This led him to a duel whose 
non-fatal outcome left him convinced of  the futility 
of  his life and a disinclination against doing any-
thing to change it.

The work’s popularity did the same for the 
character type, with critic Vissarion Belinsky term-
ing it a by-product of  Czar Nicholas I’s reign (1825-
55). Marked by territorial expansion but also intol-
erance, economic stagnation, maladministration 
and corruption, it saw the best-qualified men not 
inclined to enter government service and, without 
other meaningful options, chose to live out their life 
in passivity.

The Superfluous Man was then used to desig-
nate characters of  the even earlier classics, right 
from Alexander Pushkin’s path-breaking “Eugene 

Onegin” (1825-32), where the eponymous hero 
doesn’t do much about his life, allows the girl who 
loves him to marry another, and then ends up kill-
ing his best friend in a duel. But, in another way, 
this work also parodies the trope-to-be.

A better example is the aloof  Maxim Max-
imych Pechorin of  Mikhail Lermontov’s haunting 
“A Hero of  Our Time” (1840), who feels: “What 
of  it? If  I die, I die. It will be no great loss to the 
world, and I am thoroughly bored with life. I am 
like a man yawning at a ball; the only reason he 
does not go home to bed is that his carriage has not 
arrived yet.”

Then there is the rather caddish Vladimir Beltov 
of  Alexander Herzen’s “Who is to Blame?” (1845-
46), the eponymous character of  Ivan Goncharov’s 
“Oblomov” (1859), who doesn’t even get out of  
bed in the first 150 pages, the rather sympathetic 
Count Pyotr ‘Pierre’ Bezukhov and Prince An-
drei Bolkonsky of  Leo Tolstoy’s “War and Peace” 
(1865) and many more.

A case may be made, in some respects, for Dr 
Yuri Zhivago of  Boris Pasternak’s 1957 novel, 
but also Bartholomew “Barley” Blair of  John Le 
Carre’s “The Russia House” (1989), till he makes 
his fateful decision. And as said, the character can 
also be found in different climes under different 
names.

But the Superfluous Man’s importance lies in 
the awareness that his alienation, his behaviour and 
his choices were his responsibility as much as they 
were of  his society/social circles, which did not ap-
preciate his unconventionality without recognising 
its/their contribution to this outcome. That is the 
tragedy.

(Vikas Datta is an Associate Editor at IANS. The 
views expressed are personal. He can be contacted at 

vikas.d@ians.in)

Our generosity meets needs and glorifies Jesus.

Cheryl was in for a surprise as she pulled up to deliver her next 
pizza. Expecting to arrive at a home, she instead found herself 
outside a church. Cheryl confusedly carried the pepperoni pizza 

inside, where she was met by the pastor.
“Is it fair to say life hasn’t been easy for you?” the pastor asked 

her. Cheryl agreed it hadn’t. With that, he brought out two offering 
plates that church members had filled with money. The pastor then 
poured over $750 into Cheryl’s delivery bag as a tip! Unbeknownst to 
Cheryl, the pastor had asked the pizza shop to send their most finan-
cially strapped driver over. Cheryl was stunned. She could now pay 
some bills.

When the first Christians in Jerusalem faced poverty, it was a 
church that rushed to their aid. Though in need themselves, the Mac-
edonian Christians gave sacrificially, considering it a privilege to do so 
(2 Cor. 8:1–4). Paul cited their generosity as an example for the Corin-
thians, and us, to follow. When we use our plenty to supply another’s 
need, we reflect Jesus, who gave away His riches to meet our own 
spiritual poverty (v. 9).

Cheryl told all her customers about the church’s kindness that day, 
and, following its example, donated the rest of the day’s tips to others 
in need. An act of generosity multiplied. And Christ was glorified.
Lord, You meet our needs in surprising ways sometimes. Use us to 

do that for others as well.

BIBLE READ:   2 CORINTHIANS 8:1–9
THOUGHT FOR TODAY:

See that you also excel in this grace of giving.     
    ~  2 Corinthians 8:7

The World Health Organisa-
tion (WHO) and the United 
Nations Framework Conven-
tion on Climate Change (UN-

FCCC) Secretariat on Sunday signed 
a MoU to renew their joint commit-
ment to tackle public health challenges 
emerging from rising temperatures and 
to help countries boost the efficiency of  
their response to climate change.

The signing of  the memorandum 
of  understanding (MoU) coincides 
with the ongoing UN Climate Change 
Conference (COP23) in Bonn, and 
the need to ensure that countries with 
weak or inadequate health infrastruc-
ture receive support to protect human 
health and build climate resilience to 
respond to such threats.

The signing of  the pact recognises 
the protection and enhancement of  
health as an essential pillar of  sustain-
able development, requiring the widest 
possible cooperation by all countries 
and other relevant stakeholders.

“I am delighted that our two insti-
tutions are evolving our relationship 
to both a higher and more action-ori-
ented level. The Paris Climate Change 
Agreement needs all hands on deck if  
we are to ensure a healthy world and 
healthy citizens now and into the fu-
ture,” an official statement quoting UN 
Climate Change Executive Secretary 
Patricia Espinosa said.

“Many people experience climate 
change through the impact on their 
health, from air pollution and heat-
waves to contamination of  drinking 
water from extreme weather events... 
If  together and with many partners we 

can realise the world’s climate goals we 
can also play our role in providing a 
major health boost to billions of  peo-
ple,” she said.

WHO Director General Tedros 
Adhanom Ghebreyesus said: “Cli-
mate change is one of  the most press-
ing public health threats of  our time. 
The health of  future generations eve-
rywhere depends on all of  us working 
together to take concrete action today.”

The collaboration takes place at 
a time when climate change poses a 
significant threat to public health -- 
extreme weather events and variable 
climate affect clean air, safe drinking 
water, food security and secure shel-
ter -- and could cause approximately 
250,000 additional deaths per year, 
from heat stress, malnutrition, diar-
rhoea and malaria, between 2030 and 
2050.

The agreement will ensure that 
health is represented in the global cli-
mate change agenda, allowing both 
institutions to adopt a more integrated 
and inter-sectoral approach for improv-
ing global health and contributing to 
the implementation of  the Paris Agree-
ment.

The pact will provide a joint frame-
work for strategic collaboration be-
tween the WHO and the UNFCCC 
to support capacity building, particu-
larly in the developing world, and help 
countries reduce health vulnerability to 
climate change by providing guidance 
on health risks from climate change 
and benefits from mitigation policies.

(Vishal Gulati is in Bonn at the 
invitation of  the Global Editors Network 

to cover COP23.  
He can be contacted at  

vishal.g@ians.in)

Did you just fight with your friend and are 
you seeking some relaxation to reduce 
your stress level? Take heart and try the 
blue light therapy.

Blue lighting accelerates the relaxation process af-
ter acute psychosocial stress in comparison with the 
conventional white lighting, new research says.

Psychosocial stress or the ‘said stress’ is a kind of  
short-term stress (acute stress) that occurs during so-
cial or interpersonal relationships, for example while 
arguing with a friend or when someone pressures you 
to finish a certain task as soon as possible.

Psychosocial stress produces physiological re-
sponses or the physical response to a stimulus that 
can be measured by means of  bio-signals, mentioned 
in the research led by Francisco Pelayo, professor at 
the University of  Granada, Spain.

The researchers asked the volunteers to be under 
high stress for the study and then evaluated them over 
a relaxation session within a multisensory stimula-
tion room.

The participants were divided in two groups, the 
first group lied down under blue light and the second 
group lied down under white light.

Diverse bio-signals, such as heart rate and brain 
activity, were measured throughout the whole session 
by means of  an electrocardiogram and an electroen-
cephalogram respectively.

The research, published in the journal Plos One, 
stated that any form of  stress was very common and 
negatively affected people’s health and quality of  life.

The results found that participants who lied down 
under blue light relaxed more quickly than those who 
were under white light.

Source: IANS

I am not an inspirational writer. 
And I am certainly not trying to 
be a philosopher here but I am a 
simple scholar trying to contribute 

my perceptive insight about having a 
better Nagaland. And it gives me an in-
flated sense of  self  importance. It was 
an eventful day that I came across a 
group of  young people who were bar-
tering quotes about ‘Clean Election’. 
Even though I was a not guest, I hap-
pened to join the group unintended. 
All of  us went on denoting different 
quotes using our mindsets. And at 
the end of  our discourses, we realized 
that all of  our contributed quotes pre-
supposed something else. It was none 
other the abstract concept ‘wise and 
honest vote’. I left the ensemble reflect-
ing David Herbert Lawrence’s quote, 
“ours is an excessively conscious age. 
We know so much, we feel so little”. 
I will straight away claim that Naga’s 
instincts have fallen and we are victims 
of  amorphousness. The expression of  
dissatisfaction; the murmurs of  discon-
tent and despair; the popularity of  the 
word ‘corruption’; the disturbance of  
tranquillity; the variety of  opinions; the 
unclear future of  the emotional youths; 
the political leader’s excessive prescrip-
tivism, the social leader’s over descrip-
tivism; the religious leader’s unrealism, 
and the public’s flexibleness are exces-
sively spilling. And knowing the facts, 
we contrived ourselves as flawless.

Today, if  we look at the current se-
quence of  events in Nagaland, we are 
witnessing so much of  political crisis 
and turmoil, unemployed and over-em-

ployed problems, puzzling peace talks, 
scams, inter-tribal clashes, underdevel-
opments, agitations and many more. 
And of  course there are also good 
things happening in and around how-
ever, the balance cannot be justified be-
cause the former ones weight heavier. 
These are indeed problems created by 
collective members that include you 
and me. With all these immeasurable 
chaos, Nagaland awaits the coming 
2018 election and everyone is has a lot 
going on. My interrogations here are: 
how busy are you? Are you busy seek-
ing chances to sell and buy the vote? 
Are you busy seeking your benefits? 
Are you busy mastering your skills to 
be a proxy man? Are you busy creat-
ing anti-election law decisions to sup-
port one candidate against the wishes 
of  some villagers? Are you busy plan-
ning to trade your vote for the so called 
backdoor Government Jobs?  Are you 
busy on how to gather all your family 
members to vote for a particular candi-
date with an objective to demand hand-
some money? Are you busy getting 
ready to quench your thirst with that 
unholy liquid? Are you busy preparing 
long speeches that contain false prom-
ises? Are you busy building up your 
muscles to exercise your man-power? 
Or are you busy to be wise and hon-
est? My interrogations are many and 
the page is limited but my last question 
asks who are you?

I believe that it’s high time for 
the people of  Nagaland to really un-
derstand the culture of  democracy. 
Having known the very fact that the 
culture of  democracy allows that 
every individual within a society must 
have every right to think or do what 
is allowed by the laws and follow the 
moral code of  the country, we still 
choose to be a betrayal of  the good 
culture. Haven’t we have had enough 
of  dissatisfaction, complains, and dis-
couragements? Or are we still going 
to linger on this blindness? I know 
changes don’t happen in a minute and 
all the prevailing problems may not be 
the breed of  the corrupt practices dur-
ing election however, at least all the 
social problems are linked to it. And 
we can’t deny that fact. Many people 
claim that election malpractices have 
become the root cause of  all evils in 
our society which is a striking claim. 
However, the real attachment to this 
claim is not the malpractices but the 
individual who creates it.  Therefore, 
as a responsible citizen of  Nagaland, I 
want to urge at least the readers of  my 
write up that let’s bring a change and 
hold unto the banner of  ‘clean elec-
tion’. You may be just a lay person, 
unemployed youth or an intellectual, a 
top leader, a daily wager, a parent or a 
friend but whoever you are, challenge 
yourself  to fight for the good cause of  
Nagaland. I have already made up my 

mind that I will be wise and honest to 
my rights because I believe in Martin 
Luther’s saying that, “even if  I knew 
that tomorrow the world would go to 
pieces, I would still plant my apple 
tree”. I end my write up with messages 
to some of  the most important people:

Dear future candidates, please 
make sure that you are qualified to be 
a leader. I know your prime objective 
is to win the election and winning an 
election is not an easy task. It’s very 
sure that you and your party follow-
ers, workers and agents want victory 
and this desire will tempt all of  you 
to adopt undesirable tactics. However, 
remember that Nagaland is sick and 
you are standing up to cure the sickness 
and not to worsen it. ‘Sick’ is not just a 
word to read so feel it.

Dear voters, who are you?  You 
must ask yourself  and define it in the 
best way that you will never be a vic-
tim of  corruption. Don’t let the money 
be your language, your rights or your 
ruler. I am very certain that the election 
money will be sweet but not for long. 
Let us vote with an aim that Naga’s 
fallen instincts will rise up and adopt 
good principles, policies and measures 
etc. Let us vote that that our land will 
witness fair policy without any tribal 
bias and controversies covering econ-
omy, education, language, culture, reli-
gion and other areas. 

Thank you.
Nikay Besa Konyak

Linguistic scholar 
Nagaland University

Global Pact to Tackle Climate Impact on Health

Blue Lighting May Help You Reduce Stress
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A flower of the plant Aristolochia indica.  
Credit: ChanduBandi/Wikimedia Commons, CC BY 3.0
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Shanti Bhushan | thewire.in

As a mutagen, aristolochic acid is more potent than ultraviolet 
radiation. If unaware, people could be consuming it for relieving 
lesser discomforts in the name of ‘chemical-free’ herbal remedies.

ARIES (MAR 21 - APR 19): Are you plan-
ning to attend a lecture or workshop? This is a 
good day for it. Your mind and emotions are 
working together to bring insights your way. 

Your common sense is operating at a very high level, so 
this is also a good day to make practical decisions. Com-
munication with those who share your interests should 
be both gratifying and enlightening.

TAURUS (APR 20 - MAY 20): Inspiration 
and insights that come through dreams could 
give you the boost you need to get your career 
on track. You may have been kicking different 

ideas around for a while, but what you realize today could 
motivate you to act. Formulate a strategy before you begin. 
As long as you make the effort to stay focused, efficient, 
and practical, whatever you decide today might work.

GEMINI (MAY 21 - JUN 21): Communica-
tion with your romantic partner could be more 
psychic than verbal today, although the conver-
sation should be heartfelt, honest, and gratify-

ing. You’ll share your feelings as well as ideas gained from 
reading. The subject of  traveling together may come up. 
A stronger sense of  unity and understanding could result. 
Make the most of  it.

CANCER (JUN 22 - JUL 22): Ideas for cre-
ative projects that might earn more money 
could buzz through your mind. There might 
be so many that you have to scramble to write 

them down so you don’t forget any. Discussions with 
friends or your partner could give you even more ideas 
instead of  paring down the list. Let them come for now. 
You can make sense of  them later. What’s important now 
is to get them in writing.

LEO (JUL 23 - AUG 22): Romance is at the top of  
your priority list today. A deep conversation may 
take place with your partner, perhaps to sort out 
your feelings about the relationship. Other matters 

of interest to you both could come up, and this bodes well for 
your future. Don’t give in to the temptation to point out your 
partner’s faults. Just say quietly what it is that you need.

VIRGO (AUG 23 - SEP 22): Young visitors 
bring out the best in you today. Have you pre-
pared some delicious food for your guests? When 
you want to, you can be a great host, keeping 

guests entertained and even enthralled. In return, they’re 
thoroughly enjoyable company. This should be a happy 
interlude for you since you like being sociable. You may 
receive a welcome delivery some time during the day, too.

LIBRA (SEP 23 - OCT 22): Today an orga-
nization dedicated to spiritual pursuits may 
open its doors in your neighborhood. This 
might be of  special interest to you and your 

partner. You might want to go and check the place out. 
You could meet some interesting new people, hear about 
some fascinating ideas, and perhaps discover some new 
books. Be prepared for a fun evening.

SCORPIO (OCT 23 - NOV 21): Today you 
need to address financial issues. You may 
have to find a bit of  extra money in your bank 
account or budget. Chances are this isn’t a 

large sum, but enough to make a difference to you now. 
Take care of  it and then settle down for a peaceful eve-
ning at home. You won’t feel like going out, but you’ll 
enjoy your evening.

SAGITTARIUS (NOV 22 - DEC 21): Good 
news may come today. Whatever it is should 
make you very happy and cause you to be 
too hyper to sit still. You’ll probably want to 

take a quick walk around the neighborhood to work 
off  some of  the energy. This could put you in an op-
timistic space, looking forward to the future. Enjoy 
your evening.

CAPRICORN (DEC 22 - JAN 19): Your 
imagination might soar into the wild blue 
yonder today. You may envision wonderful 
new plans for your future. Some money may 

be coming your way. There’s the possibility of  a pending 
raise. Let your imagination roam freely. Over the next 
day, make a list of  your options. Weed out the unwork-
able ones. Don’t rush to decide.

AQUARIUS (JAN 20 - FEB 18): Your mind 
could be of  service to others today. You’ve 
been doing very well for yourself, and you’re 
thinking in terms of  sharing your good for-

tune somehow. A friend may have ideas for groups that 
you could get involved with. Before you commit to any-
thing, make sure you really want to do it. You don’t want 
to be entrusted with a cause and then let others down.

PISCES (FEB 19 - MAR 20): Career matters 
are probably going well for you, but you might 
be unsure if  you want to continue along this 
track. You might consider other options, per-

haps some you’ve always wanted to try but have never 
been in a position to do. Don’t feel you have to decide 
now. You have plenty of  time. Don’t make a move until 
you’re sure.

Today’s ASTRO-PREDICTION

Plants under the umbrella of  the birth-
wort family (also known as Aris-
tolochiaceae) are used for treating 
a plethora of  ailments, from head-

aches, fevers and snake bites to weight issues 
and virility. At first glance, it seems there is 
little that the plant can’t heal. However, when 
researchers from Singapore and Taiwan took 
a closer look, they found that these plant ex-
tracts could actually hasten the progression of  
liver cancers.

Birthwort plants contain a compound 
called aristolochic acid, which is known to 
cause extensive damage to the kidneys. It can 
attach itself  to the DNA and form something 
called DNA adducts, which in turn cause mu-
tations. “These mutations are best understood 
as typos in a two-billion letter long arrange-
ment of  DNA bases,” Steve Rozen, the lead 
author of  this study and a scientist at the Duke-
National University of  Singapore, told The 
Wire. If  such defects arise in genes that regulate 
cell division, the risk of  cancer goes up.

While examining liver tumours from Tai-
wan, Rozen and his colleagues discerned a 
wide presence of  aristolochic acid-DNA ad-
ducts in multiple cancer-causing genes.

It’s not the first time that this compound is 
being implicated as a carcinogen. In the early 
1990s, aristolochic acid caused a notorious 
outbreak of  urinary tract cancers in a group 
of  unsuspecting women. The connection 
was made when the patients, all of  whom at-
tended the same weight loss clinic in Belgium, 
started developing severe kidney ailments. A 
few years later, many of  them developed uri-
nary tract cancers. This was particularly odd 
because cancers of  the upper urinary tract are 
very rare and seldom have they been reported 
in such large numbers by a group sharing a 
common factor – the clinic, in this case.

It was later found that the clinic was dis-
tributing a Chinese herbal medicine contain-
ing extracts of  birthwort plants. For reasons 
still not entirely understood, aristolochic acid, 
found abundantly in birthwort plants, tends 
to collect in the urinary tract. There, it binds 

to the DNA and causes mutations.
Shortly after this episode, several studies 

confirmed the carcinogenic nature of  aristolo-
chic acid with respect to urothelial cancers. Its 
association with cancers of  the liver was to 
come much later.

In 2013, Rozen’s team was looking at up-
per urinary tract mutations caused by these 
compounds when they noticed something 
peculiar. Of the four nucleotides that make 
up DNA, the acid was binding only to one 
of  them: adenosine. “When the cell divides 
next, each A harbouring the molecule is re-
placed by a [thymine, another nucleotide],” 
Rozen explained. This pattern is so unique 
that it serves as a fingerprint of  aristolochic 
acid injury.

And later, similar patterns were found 
in liver cancer samples obtained from South 
China. “At that time, another researcher in 
my lab was working on liver cancers and he 
found similar typos in the tumour DNA,” Ro-
zen recounted. “This was pure serendipity”. 
Was it that aristolochic acid was also involved 
in causing liver cancer?

A global problem
To answer this question, the researchers de-
cided to look for mutations involving the 
adenosine and thymine nucleotides in DNA 
– or A-T mutations – in malignant livers. Be-
cause herbal medicines containing extracts of  
the birthwort plants are widely circulated in 
Taiwan, the study began with tissue samples 
gathered from this region.

Ninety-eight samples were procured from 
two different hospitals in Taiwan. Their DNA 
was extracted, sequenced and the data was 
fed into a program called mSigact (short for 
mutational signature activity). “This software 
asks whether the existing mutations could 
arise arbitrarily even if  the mutagen was not 
present,” according to Rozen.

The scientists were caught off  guard when 
a staggering amount of  liver tumours showed 
the telltale signatures of  aristolochic acid in-
jury. “When we first started looking into the 
association, I assumed that about 20% cases 
would show the relationship, but almost 80% 
of cases show the characteristic DNA le-
sions,” he said.

Their interest piqued, the researchers 
decided to go a step further and assess how 
widespread the problem really was. They 
scoured the tumour databases for fingerprints 
of  aristolochic acid injury in liver malignan-
cies. In this exercise, the lesions found in 
patients from Taiwan were compared with 
mutations identified in over 1,400 liver cancer 
cases from around the world.

The fingerprint of  aristolochic acid injury 
cropped up in diverse geographic regions. Ja-
pan hosted 2.7% of the cases; North Ameri-
ca, 4.8%; South Korea, 13%; and Southeast 
Asia, 29%. Additionally, almost half  of  all 
cases from China showed compound-specific 
lesions. All of  Europe had only 1.7% of the 
cases because the continent had blocked the 
use of  birthwort plants or their extracts in 
2001 after a link between their consumption 
and kidney damage had been ascertained.

Asia had also introduced some restric-
tions on the use of  birthwort plants in 2003. 
But in Taiwan, the frequency of  A-T muta-
tions in liver cancer cases did not change be-
fore and after the restrictions were imposed. 
This could be because the DNA adducts 
formed by aristolochic acid are tenacious 
survivors. “The lesions can persist for years,” 
Rozen explained. Another possible and more 
pernicious explanation is that the substance is 
being used in medicinal preparations despite 
the ban.

A third explanation comes from Michael 
Heinrich, who leads the pharmacognosy 
and phytotherapy group at University Col-
lege London. He told The Wire that another 
compound, called aristolactams, found in 
birthwort plants also formed DNA adducts, 
and these plants are not banned in Asia. 
Their continued use could have caused the 
unchanged frequency of  A-T mutations in 
Taiwan. He was not involved in the study.

Products containing birthwort extracts are 
still widely available in Bangladesh, Thailand, 
some parts of  Northeast Africa, Mexico and 
South America, and they can be imported 
from these places to anywhere else on the 
planet. “In that sense, this is a global prob-
lem,” Heinrich said.

Use in India
In India, the saga of  aristolochic acids is deep-
ly contorted. All plants that are allowed to be 
used for making herbal medicines are listed 
in a book called the Ayurvedic Pharmaco-
poeia of  India. It is published by the Depart-

ment of  Ayush under the Ministry 
of  Health and Family Welfare. 
While isvari (roots) that belong 
to the Aristolochia family 
(Aristolochia indica Linn) 
are mentioned in the third 
volume of  this book, the 
section also mentions 
that they are suitable 
for external use.   

However, it 
also mentions 
that an impor-
tant formulation 
of  isvari roots is 
gorochanadi gutika, 
a concoction used to 
treat fever, pneumo-
nia, bronchitis, asthma, 
cough and cold. Ergo the 
concoction will have to be 
ingested, exposing the user to 
the toxic effects of  aristolochic 
acid.

The situation is further addled 
by the fact that many herbal formulations 
are released as nutritional supplements and 
not medicines. “These are technically ex-
empt from rigorous checks but can still have 
toxic components,” Vivek Jha, a professor of  
nephrology at the Postgraduate Institute of  
Medical Education and Research, Chandi-
garh, told The Wire. “Even a cursory glance 
in India shows these plants growing as weeds 
everywhere, so the likelihood of  contamina-
tion is real and substantial.”

And it becomes a difficult problem to 
solve because the ingredients of  herbal reci-
pes are often listed in languages other than 
English when they’re being sold. And this 
increases the chances of  mislabelling. “Some-
times a usually harmless plant, like han fang 
ji, is replaced with a plant containing aristolo-
chic acid, like guang fang ji,” Rozen said.

Attitude towards medication
As a mutagen, aristolochic acid is more po-
tent than both tobacco and ultraviolet radia-
tion. Rozen worries that due to lack of  aware-
ness, people could be consuming potential 
carcinogens for relieving lesser, milder dis-
comforts – all in the name of  natural, organic 
and ‘chemical-free’ herbal remedies.

“The evidence is all good,” says Heinrich. 
“And in the light of  these findings, more sys-
tematic testing of  herbal products, especially 

of  unregulated ones, and stringent regulatory 
governance is needed.”

But these strategies will be successful only 
if  people shun their partisan attitude towards 
medication. While allopathic medicines need 
to undergo well-structured multistep clinical 
trials, herbal medicines are not required to up-
hold similar standards. Many believe that be-
cause they have been administered for the last 
2,000 years, they have stood the test of  time 
and that humans have no reason to have them 
scrutinised by food and drug approval boards.

Even today, much of  the evidence for 
herbal preparations is anecdotal. In most cas-
es, the research is not good enough to be able 
to make claims about remedies prescribed by 
traditional practitioners. In that context, it is 
imperative to remember the effects of  aris-
tolochic acid.

Rozen and his colleagues are currently 
setting out to test the fingerprints of  aristolo-
chic acid in different types of  cancers. They 
are confident that with all the software at their 
disposal, they will be able to uncover more 
far-reaching implications of  consuming it.

(Sarah Iqbal is a senior research fellow at 
the department of  biochemistry, Aligarh Mus-

lim University, India.)

What happened in the chief  jus-
tice’s court on November 10 
raises very serious questions 
about the future of  the Su-

preme Court of  India and the Indian judici-
ary as a whole.

On November 9, the bench of  Justice J. 
Chelameswar entertained a very important 
writ petition. The petition sought an inde-
pendent investigation into an alleged act of  
corruption which may involve members of  
the higher judiciary. Since this matter per-
tains to the integrity and credibility of  the 
judiciary, the bench headed by Justice Chela-
meswar issued notice to the respondents, di-
rected the Central Bureau of  Investigation 
(CBI) to produce all relevant papers relating 
to the investigation including the case diary 
in a sealed cover before the Supreme Court, 
and listed the matter for Monday, November 
13 before a constitution bench of  the five 
senior-most judges of  the court (including 
the chief  justice) for further hearing.

The investigation relates to an FIR reg-
istered by the CBI against Justice I.M. Qud-
dusi (retd.), who is a former judge of  the 
Orissa High Court, and some other middle-
men from Odisha, including one Biswanath 
Agrawal. It is alleged that Agrawal had col-
lected large sums from the proprietors of  a 
medical college in Kanpur for getting them 
a favourable order from the Supreme Court 
by paying off  some judges. It is a fact that the 
case at that time was before a bench presided 
over by Chief  Justice Dipak Misra. The rel-

evant paragraph from the FIR registered by 
the CBI states:

“Information further revealed that Pras-
ad Education Trust filed a Writ Petition 
(Civil) No. 797/2017 in the apex court. Shri 
B.P. Yadav, in furtherance of  the said con-
spiracy requested Shri I.M. Quddusi and 
Smt. Bhawana Pandey who assured to get 
the matter settled in the apex court through 
their contact and they further engaged Shri 
Biswanath Agrawala, a private person, r/o 
HIG-136, Phase 1, Kanan Vihar, Chan-
drashakerpur, Bhubaneshwar, Odisha, for 
getting the matter settled in the apex court. 
Shri Biswanath Agrawala claimed very close 
contact with senior relevant public function-
aries and assured that he would get the mat-
ter favourably settled. He, however demand-
ed huge gratification for inducing the public 
servants by corrupt and illegal means in lieu 
of  the aforesaid help”

The writ asked that a special investiga-
tion team (SIT) be constituted by the Su-
preme Court for investigating this very sensi-
tive matter. The petitition did not ask for an 
investigation by the CBI as the CBI, being a 
tool of  the Central government, may use this 
information as leverage.

There have been several instances in the 
past when sensitive cases were heard by the 
five senior most judges for creating confi-
dence in the general public. Two such cases 
were the election appeal of  Indira Gandhi 
and the Habeas Corpus case during the 
Emergency, in which Justice H.R. Khanna 
had delivered his now famous lone dissent, 
which also happened to have cost him the 
chief  justiceship. It was on the suggestion of  

the former attorney general of  India, C.K. 
Daphtary, that the then chief  justice, A.N. 
Ray, agreed that the habeas corpus case be 
listed before the five senior most judges and 
not any five judges that the CJI would hand-
pick.

On the Friday, November 10, a seven-
judge bench (reduced to five judges just 
before the hearing began) was hurriedly 
constituted by Chief  Justice Dipak Misra, 
on which he presided. This bench annulled 
the very appropriate order passed by Justice 
Chelameswar on the fanciful ground that 
the power of  constituting benches was solely 
given to the chief  justice as per the Supreme 
Court rules.

It is important to note here that other 
than the CJI, none of  the five senior most 
judges were picked to be a part of  this hur-
riedly constituted bench. What is most strik-
ing is that the CJI does not seem to have con-
fidence in the court’s four senior most judges 
after himself.

An SC judge’s powers under 
Article 142
The chief  justice forgets that the constitution 
confers a very special power to the judges of  
the Supreme Court under Article 142. No 
other court has been given this power, not 
even the high courts.

This article enables the judges of  the Su-
preme Court to disregard any provision of  
any law, if  they feel this is necessary for do-
ing complete justice in a case before them. 
This special power has been alluded to and 
explained in two landmark judgments of  the 
Supreme Court. One is the seven-judge case 

in A.R. Antulay and the other is the five-
judge bench in Union Carbide. It was clearly 
held that the powers under Article 142 were 
very extensive and that in order to render 
real justice in any case, any law, including a 
parliamentary statute, could be disregarded. 
There was only one limitation on this power 
– that a provision in the constitution could 
not be disregarded.

Now there is no provision in the constitu-
tion that only the chief  justice can constitute 
benches. At best, such power can be traced 
to a rule or convention. Both of  these do not 
bind the Supreme Court in view of  Article 
142.

Therefore, the order of  Justice Chela-
meswar’s bench could not be nullified. In 
fact, the order of  the November 10 bench 
is totally without jurisdiction and a nullity. 
This point is covered by the constitution 
bench decision in the Rupa Hurra case, 
which clearly held that no decision of  any 
bench of  the Supreme Court could be set 
aside by another bench even if  it was a larger 
bench. The only way to set aside a judgment 
is either by a review by the same bench or 
by a curative petition, which can be heard by 
the same judges sitting with the three senior 
most judges of  the court.

Since Article 144 provides that all civil 
and judicial authorities must act in aid of  the 
court – which means that all other benches 
also have to implement the orders of  a bench 
– the November 10 bench headed by the CJI 
could not act in disregard of  the order of  
the Chelameswar bench. Since this require-
ment is a provision of  the constitution, even 
Article 142 cannot be used as a recourse to 

circumvent it.
Therefore, the order made by the CJI’s 

bench was totally without jurisdiction and is 
a nullity.

Conflict of  interest
It also needs to be pointed out that Chief  
Justice Dipak Misra cannot take any deci-
sion in this matter because of  conflict of  in-
terest as the investigation may point to his 
involvement as well.

In the facts mentioned in the FIR, though 
the name of  Dipak Misra is not explicitly 
mentioned, it must be noted that while the 
conspiracy was being hatched, the matter 
was before his bench, and also that the mid-
dleman, Biswanath Agrawal, is from Odisha 
and that the co-accused, I.M. Quddusi was a 
former judge in the Orissa high court, which 
is the home state of  Dipak Misra. This clear-
ly shows that the needle of  suspicion points 
towards the present chief  justice. In these 
circumstances, the law of  conflict of  interest 
required that the CJI not even touch this writ 
and should have recused himself  both from 
judicial as well as administrative functions 
in this writ. One must remember that in the 
Pinochet case, even the House of  Lords had 
to recall its judgment because one lord’s wife 
had some remote connection with one of  the 
parties in the case.

What is the way forward now? If  the Su-
preme Court of  India is to be saved, in my 
opinion, a bench with all the judges must 
take stock of  the situation and consider the 
legal position dispassionately and wisely.

(Shanti Bhushan is a former Union law 
minister.)

Substance in Birthwort Plant, Staple of Herbal 
Medicine, Linked to Liver Cancer

A Sad Moment in India’s Judicial History
If the Supreme Court is to be saved, a bench comprising all its judges must take stock of the 

situation and consider the legal position dispassionately and wisely.
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News iN Brief
New education policy by December 
end — Javadekar
Gandhinagar, Nov. 12 (IANS): Union HRD Minister 
Prakash Javadekar on Sunday said the first draft of  
the new National Education Policy will come out by 
December end. The policy is being prepared by a nine-
member panel headed by former Indian Space Research 
Organisation (ISRO) Chairman K. Kasturirangan. The 
Human Resource Development (HRD) Minister said 
the panel held its fifth meeting two days earlier. “They 
have said that we can have the first draft of the policy 
by December end.... It will be implemented as soon 
as possible after it has been debated (in Parliament),” 
Javadekar said during a press conference here. It is certain 
that the new policy will serve the country for the next 20 
years and will be more modern, research-oriented and will 
produce better citizens, he added. 

Woman, daughter die as bus catches 
fire in Raj
Jaipur, Nov. 12 (PTI): A woman and her daughter were 
today burnt to death when a state transport bus they were 
travelling in caught fire in Rajasthan s Barmer district, 
police said. Rekha Rawat (33) and her two-and-a-half-
year-old daughter were aboard a sleeper bus headed for 
Barmer from Jaipur. The bus caught fire soon after it 
left Balotara city, where it had halted for a brief period, 
Pachpadra police station SHO Devendra Singh said. The 
bus was being evacuated after the fire was detected near 
Khed village in Barmer, Singh said. Twelve passengers 
were able to get down but the fuel tank exploded while 
Rekha and her daughter were still on the bus, he added.

RSS activist killed in Kerala
Thrissur (Kerala) Nov. 12 (IANS): An RSS activist 
was killed here on Sunday by CPI-M workers, the state 
Bharatiya Janata Party office has claimed. The incident 
occurred at around 1.30 p.m. when Anand, who was 
on a two-wheeler, was knocked down by a car. He was 
then hacked to death. Anand was pronounced dead in 
a hospital. The victim was an accused in the murder of  
a Communist Party of  India-Marxist worker in 2014. 
Anand was currently out on bail.

Fire in Kolkata slum, one killed
Kolkata, Nov. 12 (IANS): One person was burnt to death 
when a fire broke out at a slum here early on Sunday, a 
fire brigade official said. “A fire broke out at a slum in 
Baranagar area (in north Kolkata) at about 2.25 p.m. 
and it took about one hour to control the blaze. As many 
as three fire tenders were pressed into service to put out 
the fire,” the official said. The fire department personnel 
had a hard time to operate the fire fighting exercise as the 
space was extremely narrow. However, they “successfully 
arrested” the fire so that it does not spread to the 
neighbouring establishments, the official added.

Bring fuel items under GST to 
reduce inflation: Rahul
New Delhi, Nov. 12 (IANS): Congress Vice President 
Rahul Gandhi on Sunday urged the Central government 
to bring fuel items under GST in order to check inflation, 
while keeping them under the 18 per cent slab at the 
maximum. “It is country’s voice. Government should stop 
giving excuses. GST on basic amenities used by ordinary 
people should be removed,” Gandhi tweeted. “To reduce 
the burden of inflation, they should bring petrol, diesel 
and gas cylinder under GST. Fix one rate for GST which 
would be the least possible and should not be more than 
18 per cent at any cost,” he added. Claiming victory for 
reduction of GST rates on more than 200 items, Gandhi 
on Saturday said his party will continue the fight for 
capping the tax at 18 per cent and promised the Congress 
will do it if the Bharatiya Janata Party government fails.

Government in touch with kin of 
Indian-origin man shot in US
New Delhi, Nov. 12 (IANS): External Affairs Minister 
Sushma Swaraj on Sunday said that the government 
is in touch with the family of Akash Talati, an Indian 
American who was shot dead in a night club he owned 
in the US. “Indian Embassy in US has informed me of  
the circumstances leading to the death of Akash Talati, 
a US citizen of Indian origin,” Sushma Swaraj tweeted.
She said Talati was shot by a man who was escorted out of  
his club and the security guard returned the fire, injuring 
the assailant.

Lalu demands rollback of note ban, 
GST
Patna, Nov. 12 (IANS): RJD chief  Lalu Prasad 
on Sunday demanded an immediate rollback of  
demonetisation and GST “for the sake of the people”. 
“Roll back notebandi and GST (Goods and Services 
Tax) for the sake of  the people and the country,” the 
Rashtriya Janata Dal leader told the media here. Calling 
the two decisions “anti-people”, Lalu Prasad said no 
patchwork would do because both decisions had failed 
on the ground. “People have been hard hit by notebandi 
and GST, they are upset and worried,” said the former 
Bihar Chief Minister.

Congress wins MP bypoll; party hails victory, 
Chouhan promises more development 

AP: 16 drown, seven missing as 
boat capsizes in Krishna river

Violence can’t resolve problems, 
hence dialogue in Kashmir — Naidu

SC to examine compensation 
payable to deaf & dumb rape victim

States can feed malnourished children therapeutic food — Centre

winds of change: Muslim girls embrace education, aim high

Bhopal,  Nov.  12  (IANS): 
Congress candidate Nilanshu 
Chaturvedi was on Sunday de-
clared elected to the Madhya 
Pradesh Assembly from Chitra-
koot constituency, defeating his 
BJP rival by 14,133 votes.

The Congress hailed the vic-
tory as an “indication of change”, 
Samajwadi Party President 
Akhilesh Yadav termed it a sign 
of  increasing distrust and resist-
ance of  people in the BJP, while 
Madhya Pradesh Chief  Minister 
Shivraj Singh Chouhan accepted 
the result as the people’s mandate.

Chaturvedi led right from the 
start of  vote count at 8 a.m. and 
kept increasing his winning lead, 
officials said. After 19 rounds of  
counting, he worsted the Bharati-
ya Janata Party’s Shankar Dayal 
Tripathi.

According to a statement from 
the office of  the chief  electoral 
officer here, Chaturvedi received 
66,810 votes and his BJP rival 
52,677 out of  the 126,903 votes 
declared valid. 

It said that by the end of the 
fifth round, Chaturvedi had estab-
lished a lead of over 10,000 votes 
over Tripathi and at the end of  
the tenth, was ahead by 17,959. 
However, Tripathi then rallied 
and by the end, had shrunk the 
lead to 14,133. The election to the 
constituency in Satna district was 
called after the death of  sitting 
Congress legislator Prem Singh. A 
total of 12 candidates were in the 
fray including nine independents.

Chouhan said, in a tweet, 
that he accepted the result as the 
people’s mandate was the real 
basis of democracy. Thanking the 

people for their support, he said 
development works in the area 
would continue unabated. 

Congress spokesperson Ran-
deep Singh Surjewala tweeted: 
“The winds of change are in the 
air. Many thanks to the people of  
Chitrakoot for their faith and trust 
in the Congress party.” 

In his reaction, Akhilesh Ya-
dav said the aftermath of  this 
would be seen in the Gujarat 
polls too. 

“Defeat of BJP in Chitrakoot 
assembly bypoll is showing the 
direction of  wind. People now 
have understand the reality of  
GST and demonetisation. The re-
sult is a sign of increasing distrust 
and resistance of people towards 
BJP. Now, wind of  BJP’s defeat 
will reach Gujarat too,” he said 
in a tweet.

Amaravati, Nov. 12 (PTI): 
An overloaded boat carrying 
38 people capsized in the 
Krishna river near Vijaya-
wada this evening, resulting 
in the death of  16 tourists 
while seven others are miss-
ing, the police said.

Fifteen people were res-
cued by local fishermen.

The ill-fated boat was 
being operated by a private 
company and was said to be 
on a trial run.

National Disaster Re-
sponse Force (NDRF) teams 
and Krishna district authori-
ties have launched a massive 
search and rescue operation 
to trace the missing people.

Tourism Minister Bhu-
ma Akhila Priya ordered an 
inquiry into the incident and 
directed her department offi-
cials to ascertain whether the 

boat operator had requisite 
permissions. The incident 
occurred when the boat set 
off  for Pavitra Sangamam 
at Ferry village near Vijaya-
wada from Bhavani Island, 
the police said.

“The boat was overload-
ed with 38 people and most 
of them were not provided 
life jackets. It capsized near 
a curve as it approached the 
Pavitra Sangamam point 
and most of the people were 
trapped underneath and 
were killed,” an Assistant 
Commissioner of  Police 
said.

Most of  the passengers 
were said to be members of  
the Ongole Walkers Club 
in Prakasam district while 
some were from Nellore 
who were on a visit to Vi-
jayawada.

Local fishermen at Ferry 
swung into action imme-
diately and rescued 15 pas-
sengers.

Later, 16 bodies were 
fished out of the river.

Two teams each com-
prising 30 NDRF personnel, 
a 45-member team of  the 
State Disaster Rescue Force 
(SDRF) and 60 members of  
the Disaster Response and 
Fire Services Department 
have been roped into the 
rescue operation.

Chief Minister N Chan-
drababu Naidu, Deputy 
Chief  Minister (Home) N 
China Rajappa, Opposition 
leader Y S Jaganmohan 
Reddy, state BJP president 
K Hari Babu and others 
expressed grief over the in-
cident.

China Rajappa, who 
was supervising rescue op-
erations at the accident spot, 
announced an ex-gratia pay-
ment of Rs 5 lakh each to the 
kin of the deceased.

Two persons, who were 
rescued from the tragedy, 
complained of sickness and 
were shifted to a government 
general hospital in Vijaya-
wada, the officials said.

Pradesh Congress Com-
mittee president N Raghu-
veera Reddy visited the ac-
cident spot and later the 
hospital. 

One of the deceased was 
identified as Prabhakar Red-
dy, a former president of the 
BJP Prakasam district unit.

New Delhi, Nov. 12 (IANS): Violence can-
not resolve any issue and that is why the gov-
ernment has chosen the route of dialogue for 
resolving the Kashmir issue, Vice-President 
M. Venkaiah Naidu said on Sunday.

“There can’t be peace and harmony in 
the society in the absence of non-violence. 
Our Prime Minister (Narendra Modi) 
emphasises on development, and peace 
and harmony in the society is a must for 
development,” Naidu said while speaking at 
the “Ahimsa Diwas” function organised by 
Ahimsa Vishwa Bharti on its 13th Founda-
tion Day here.

“Non-violence is also important because 
violence can’t resolve any thing, it can only 

lead to revenge. That is why the govern-
ment recently decided to go for dialogue in 
Kashmir for establishing lasting peace there,” 
he said. The government on October 24 an-
nounced the appointment of former Direc-
tor of  the Intelligence Bureau Dineshwar 
Sharma as its interlocutor for Jammu and 
Kashmir. 

The Vice President said Indian culture 
is pluralistic and unity in diversity is its 
fundamental characteristic and expressed 
the hope that the Ahimsa Vishva Bharti 
Institution would play an important role in 
building society and the nation by connect-
ing the younger generation to the path of  
non-violence.

New Delhi, Nov. 12 (PTI): 
The Supreme Court has 
agreed to examine a mat-
ter in which the Himachal 
Pradesh High Court has or-
dered payment of Rs 30,000 
to a deaf  and dumb rape 
victim for her life time as 
compensation.

The 80 per cent handi-
capped victim had given 
birth to a girl child last year.

A bench of  justices J 
Chelameswar and S Ab-
dul Nazeer issued notice 
to the Himachal Pradesh 
State Legal Services Author-
ity (HPSLSA) for making 
appropriate arrangement 
regarding payment of  the 
compensation amount.

It also directed the apex 
court registry to communi-

cate the matter the Chair-
man, HPSLSA and depute 
an officer to be present on 
the next date of hearing on 
November 27.

The Himachal Pradesh 
government has challenged 
the high court order, saying 
there was no scheme for 
compensating the rape vic-
tim for life time.

Advocate Varinder Ku-
mar Sharma, appearing for 
the state government, said 
that the high court has com-
mitted an apparent error in 
law in failing to consider 
the quantum of compensa-
tion in accordance with the 
existing scheme applicable 
in the state.

He said that the quan-
tum of  compensation 

awarded by the high court 
was contrary to the scheme 
and the highest compensa-
tion payable was Rs 1 lakh 
in case of death or disability 
equal to or more than 80 
per cent.

The high court had on 
June 29, 2016, while dis-
missing the appeal of  con-
vict Rajneesh alias Vicky, 
said that the prosecutrix was 
doubly in disadvantageous 
position since she has to 
maintain herself  and her 
baby.

On June 26, 2015, a ses-
sions court at Hamirpur in 
Himachal Pradesh had held 
Rajneesh guilty of rape and 
sentenced him to 10 years 
rigorous imprisonment and 
fine of Rs 20,000. 

New Delhi, Nov. 12 (PTI): In a 
major change in its nutrition policy, 
the central government has decided 
that states are free to take a call on 
providing ready-to-use therapeutic 
food to children suffering from 
severe acute malnutrition.

The Centre had so far main-
tained that the use of ready- to-use 
therapeutic food (RUTF) was 
“not an accepted policy” and that 
“enough evidence” was not avail-
able for its utility in treating chil-
dren suffering from severe acute 
malnutrition (SAM).

The move is likely to pave the 
way for the Maharashtra govern-
ment to resume the procurement 
of RUTF, which it had to suspend 
following a petition in the Bombay 
High Court. The state government 
announced in September in the 

high court its decision to hold the 
purchase of RUTF until it received 
the Centre’s clearance.

“For management of  SAM 
children, the decision to provide 
RUTF may be left to the discre-
tion of  individual states,” as per 
the minutes of  a meeting in the 
prime minister’s office (PMO) on 
November 4.

The meeting was attended by 
officials from the PMO, the NITI 
Aayog CEO, and the secretaries of  
the women and child development 
(WCD) ministry and the health 
and family welfare ministry.

RUTF is a high-energy, micro-
nutrient enhanced paste used to 
treat children under five years who 
are affected by SAM.

According to the National 
Family Health Survey-4, over 93 

lakh children in the country suffer 
from severe acute malnutrition 
(SAM), which is a condition where 
children have a very low weight for 
height or severe wasting or suffer 
from a nutritional oedema.

WCD Minister Maneka Gan-
dhi, a strong votary of RUTF, held 
a meeting last month with PMO 
officials to push for the calorie-
dense paste after a government 
committee rejected it in its draft 
nutrition guidelines.

“Khaana nahi dena (don’t give 
food), we give nutrition,” Gandhi 
said at a conference of  officials 
from 130 districts in September.

She advocated replacing hot-
cooked food with RUTF and said 
that it should be given not just to 
children suffering from SAM but to 
all children coming to anganwadis.

“Why should we wait for a 
child to become severely malnour-
ished. We should give it (RUTF) to 
normal children so that they don’t 
get into malnourishment at all,” 
Gandhi added.

The PMO-led meeting earlier 
this month, however, decided that 
the practice of  providing hot-
cooked meals to children between 
three years and six years as well 
as take-home ration for children 
between six months and three 
years, pregnant women and lactat-
ing mothers “will continue as pre-
scribed under the existing scheme 
of ICDS and as mandated by the 
NFSA (National Food Security 
Act)”.

Under the Integrated Child 
Development Scheme (ICDS), 14 
lakh anganwadi centres across the 

country provide a package of six 
services -- supplementary nutrition, 
referral services, immunisation, 
health check-up, pre-school non-
formal education, and health and 
nutrition education.

The high-level meeting also de-
cided that the ministry of women 
and child development “should 
take up pilot for direct cash transfer 
in lieu of take-home ration in select 
few districts, in consultation with 
the state government” -- a recom-
mendation made by the govern-
ment think tank NITI Aayog to 
check leakage.

In a notice in August, the 
WCD ministry asked states to stop 
providing RUTF, reiterating the 
government’s stance that “RUTF 
for management of SAM children 
is not an accepted policy of  the 

Katihar (Bihar)/Azamgarh/New 
Delhi, Nov. 12 (IANS): For Ghazala 
Tasneem, October 31 was not a normal 
day. It was the day her dream came 
true and she was rewarded for her hard 
struggle of three years. She was selected 
for the Bihar Judicial Services Competi-
tive Examination with 65th rank and 
can soon aspire to be a judge.

“Indeed, it was difficult, but thanks 
to Allah, due to the continuous support 
and motivation from my husband and 
other family members, I have achieved 
what I deserved,” says Tasneem, a 
housewife from Katihar district of Bi-
har with two sons.

There is a general perception that 
Muslim women rarely pursue higher 
education, or go for competitive exams, 
and the social odds are stacked even 
higher once they get married and have 
kids. But women like Tasneem chal-
lenge such stereotypes.

India has the largest Muslim popu-
lation after Indonesia, which is about 
14.2 percent of its 1.34 billion popula-
tion, and the 2011 census says that 
about half of the population of Muslim 
women is illiterate. But women like 
Tasneem think that the situation is 
changing fast.

“Though in areas like law and judi-
ciary, still the number of Muslim girls 
is very less. But in general, the situation 
is changing now and there are many 
more Muslim girls going to school,” 
Tasneem said.

Zebun Nisa Khan, associate profes-
sor at the Department of Education in 
Aligarh Muslim University, says that 
situation has already changed. “The 
trend is not changing, but it has already 
changed. For the last few years, the 
number of Muslim girls in schools has 
increased massively,” Khan said.

Muslim women’s literacy rate is on 
the increase in Uttar Pradesh, but the 
situation in states like Bihar and West 
Bengal needs to further improve.

Moonisa Bushra Abidi teaches 
Physics at Maharashtra College of  
Arts, Science and Commerce in Mum-
bai. She also thinks that educating the 
girl child is an increasing trend among 
Muslims and an increasing number of  
Muslims girls -- encouraged by their 
parents, particularly mothers -- are go-
ing for higher education.

“One can see a larger number of  
girls with hijab in many institutions 
now. In the early 1990s, when I was 
pursuing my M.Sc. from the University 

of Mumbai, I was the only girl in the 
entire university with a hijab,” Abidi 
explains.

She says that during her days in the 
same college, at the intermediate level, 
there used to be one division of girls 
against four of boys, but now there are 
four divisions of girls against one for 
boys. At UG and PG levels, there are 
hardly 8 to 10 boys in each class against 
80 to 90 girls.

The college is being run under the 
presidentship of  a woman, Fatima 
Zakaria, a Padma Shri awardee, jour-
nalist and academician, and mother of  
veteran journalist Fareed Zakaria.

“The situation is not good because 
the number of boys is decreasing and 
now our college is becoming a girls’ 
college,” Abidi said.

But what had been the major is-
sues for educating Muslim girl child in 
India? Khan lists poverty and lack of  
awareness as some of the major prob-
lems in the path of girl child education.

“The major obstacles are poverty 
and lack of awareness. Many Muslim 
families are below the poverty line and 
they are unable to educate girls,” she 
explained.

Sadia Rahman, PhD scholar of in-

ternational relations at National Chung 
Hsing University in Taiwan, thinks 
that widespread poverty and financial 
constraints are the major causes that 
prevent Muslim girls from accessing 
modern education. “Also, the poor 
quality schools in Muslim populated 
areas is also responsible for it,” says 
Rahman who hails from Kolkata and 
completed MA from Presidency Uni-
versity.

According to Islamic teaching 
arrangements of  classes, male and 
female students should be separated 
and many people believe that it is also 
one of  the important reasons for the 
low literacy rate of Muslim women in 
various places.

“I think the biggest obstacle for 
girls’ education was co-education and 
less availability of  Muslim-manage-
ment colleges. Sometimes a girl with a 
hijab becomes the butt of jokes, because 
of  which religious-minded girls are 
hesitant to go to colleges run by non-
Muslim managements,” Abidi added.

Abidi believes that Muslim girls 
from conservative families don’t feel 
comfortable in the co-education sys-
tem and the community should think 
about opening more separate colleges 

for them.
“In rural areas, even Hindu girls 

prefer girls-only colleges and avoid co-
education,” Khan pointed out.

Neyaz Ahmad Daudi, who runs 
Fatima Girls Inter College in Daudpur 
village in Azamgarh district of eastern 
Uttar Pradesh, has another story to tell. 
Daudi, who has doctorate in Psycholo-
gy from Banaras Hindu University and 
served at Shibli National Intermediate 
College as principal for over a decade, 
says that he chose to start a girls’ college 
because boys can go far and there were 
not enough girls’ colleges at nearby vil-
lages and towns.

Non-availability of schools and col-
leges nearby is also one of the major ob-
stacles and a major issue in many areas.

Daudi says that in places like 
Azamgarh, where most of the guard-
ians away in the Gulf  countries or 
in metro cities earning a livelihood, 
people are cautious about the security 
of girls and don’t allow them to be sent 
too far; they also seek a safe and secure 
transportation system from home to 
school.

At 73.01 percent, Azamgarh has 
the highest Muslim female literacy rate 
in Uttar Pradesh. But being a small 

place, it is still difficult to gain higher 
education here.

“Now girls are educated but they 
have less opportunity for higher studies 
and competitive exams because usu-
ally it is available only in bigger cities,” 
Daudi explained.

There is another misconception 
that some people think that educating 
a girl child -- especially modern educa-
tion -- is against the religion, but Khan 
believes that getting an education is a 
religious duty.

“The very first revelation on Proph-
et Mohammed was the word ‘Iqra’ 
which means ‘you read’ and such 
words are mentioned in many places 
in the Holy Quran. It is general guid-
ance for both males and females,” 
Khan says. 

“Islam and Muslims are not against 
education. Islam teaches one to gain 
knowledge from cradle to grave, but 
some people misinterpret Islam,” says 
Tasneem. 

“All educational goals can be 
achieved being in veil. There are a 
number of  examples in the early Is-
lamic period where women were very 
much involved in education and nurs-
ing sectors,” Tasneem added.

PTI

Congress candidate Neelanshu Chaturvedi (blue jacket) flashes the victory sign after 
winning the Chitrakoot state assembly by-election, in Chitrakoot, Madhya Pradesh 
on Sunday. 

PTI

An injured person being taken to hospital after an overloaded boat 
carrying 38 people capsized in the Krishna river near Vijayawada on 
Sunday evening. 
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 Demonstrators gather during a protest calling for the release of Catalan jailed politicians, in Barcelona, 
Spain, on Saturday, Nov 11, 2017. Eight members of the now-defunct Catalan government remain jailed 
in a related rebellion case. 

AP/PTI

Protesters burn mock U.S. flags during a rally near the venue of ASEAN summit and meetings in Manila, Philippines on Sunday Nov. 12, 
2017. The group is protesting the visit of U.S. President Donald Trump, who is currently on a trip to Asia with the Philippines as his last stop 
for the ASEAN leaders’ summit and related summits between the regional grouping and its Dialogue Partners.

India, US, Japan, Australia hold first 
quad talks on Indo-Pacific cooperation

Myanmar troops systematically gang-raped Rohingya women— UN envoy  

Kirti Nidhi Bista, Nepal’s three-time PM, dead

Indian-American motel owner 
shot dead in North Carolina

Seven killed in Iraq 
helicopter crash

Bangladesh arson on houses 
of Hindus: 53 arrested

Spanish PM to visit Catalonia 
for regional elections campaign 

Trump backs US spy agencies on poll 
meddling but slams Putin “haters” 

Britain, US urged to divulge 
information on ex-UN 
Secretary General’s death

Manila, Nov. 12 (IANS): India, Aus-
tralia, Japan and the US on Sunday 
agreed that “a free, open, prosperous 
and inclusive” Indo-Pacific served long-
term global interests, giving impetus to 
an emerging quad of democracies amid 
Chinas rising military and economic 
power.

It was the first dialogue of the quad-
rilateral formation of the democracies 
in which anti-terrorism cooperation 
was also discussed.

An External Affairs Ministry state-
ment in New Delhi said foreign of-
ficials from India, Australia, Japan and 
the US met in the Philippines capital 
and held consultations “on issues of  
common interest in the Indo-Pacific 
region”.

“The discussions focused on coop-
eration based on their converging vision 
and values for promotion of  peace, 
stability and prosperity in an increas-
ingly inter-connected region that they 
share with each other and with other 
partners,” the statement said.

“They agreed that a free, open, 
prosperous and inclusive Indo-Pacific 

region serves the long-term interests of  
all countries in the region and of the 
world at large.”

The officials also exchanged views 
on addressing common challenges of  
terrorism and proliferation linkages 
impacting the region as well as on en-
hancing connectivity.

Indian officials highlighted India’s 
Act East Policy as the cornerstone of  
its engagement in the region.

The four countries are working to 
revive their quadrilateral dialogue. 

The meeting was held as Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi arrived in 
Manila on Sunday on a three-day visit 
to the Philippines for the 15th India-
Association of  Southeast Asian Na-
tions (Asean) meet and the 12th East 
Asia Summit on Tuesday.

The Association of  Southeast 
Asian Nations (Asean), comprising 
Brunei, Cambodia, Indonesia, Laos, 
Malaysia, Myanmar, the Philippines, 
Singapore, Thailand and Vietnam, has 
emerged as a key cornerstone of New 
Delhi’s foreign policy, with its Look 
East Policy, launched by then Prime 

Minister P.V. Narasimha Rao in 1992.
The Modi government has turned 

it into the Act East Policy to focus 
on increased engagements with the 
regional bloc.

The annual East Asia Summit is 
held by leaders of the Asean countries 
and those of Australia, China, India, 
Japan, New Zealand, Russia, South 
Korea and the US.

Even as India, the US and Japan 
have a trilateral dialogue mechanism in 
place for issues relating to the Indo-Pa-
cific region, Japanese Foreign Minister 
Tara Kono said in October that Tokyo 
was for a top-level quadrilateral dia-
logue that would also include Australia.

Kono said the idea was for the lead-
ers of the four countries to promote free 
trade and defence cooperation across a 
stretch of ocean from the South China 
Sea, the Indian Ocean and all the way 
to Africa. The emerging quadrilateral 
is seen to counter China’s aggressive 
maritime expansion under its Belt and 
Road initiative. China’s plans would 
cement a sphere of influence for Beijing 
well beyond Asia. 

Dhaka, Nov. 12 (PTI/AFP): 
Myanmar soldiers “systemati-
cally targeted” Rohingya women 
for gang-rape during violence 
against the minority Muslim 
community which triggered an 
exodus to Bangladesh, an UN 
special envoy said today.

Pramila Patten, a special rep-
resentative of  the UN Secretary-
General on sexual violence in 
conflict, made the comments 
after visiting Bangladesh’s south-
eastern district of  Cox’s Bazar 
where some 610,000 Rohingya 
have taken refuge in the last ten 
weeks.

“I heard horrific stories of  
rape and gang-rape, with many of  
the women and girls who died as 
a result of  the rape,” Patten told 
reporters in Dhaka.

“My observations point to a 
pattern of  widespread atrocities, 
including sexual violence against 
Rohingya women and girls who 
have been systematically targeted 
on account of  their ethnicity and 
religion.” 

The sexual violence in Myan-
mar’s northern state of  Rakhine 
was “commanded, orchestrated 
and perpetrated by the armed 
forces of  Myanmar”, she said.

“The forms of  sexual vio-
lence we consistently heard 
about from survivors include 
gang-rape by multiple soldiers, 
forced public nudity and hu-
miliation and sexual slavery in 
military captivity.” 

“One survivor described 
being held in captivity by the 
Myanmar armed forces for 45 
days, during which time she 
was repeatedly raped. Others 
still bore visible scars, bruises 
and bite marks attesting to their 
ordeal,” Patten added. Deadly 
raids by Rohingya militants on 
Myanmar police posts on August 

25 sparked ferocious reprisals 
against the community by the 
military in the mainly Buddhist 
nation.

The special representative 
said others involved in the sexual 
violence include Myanmar bor-
der police and militias composed 
of  Buddhists and other ethnic 
groups in Rakhine.

The UN now estimates the 
majority of  the Rohingya once 
living in Rakhine -- previously 
estimated at around one million -- 
have fled a campaign of  violence 
it has likened to ethnic cleansing.

Patten said the sexual vio-

lence was a key reason behind 
the exodus and occurred in the 
context of  “collective persecu-
tion” of  the Rohingya.

“The widespread threat and 
use of  sexual violence was clearly 
a driver and push factor for forced 
displacement on a massive scale 
and a calculated tool of  terror 
aimed at the extermination and 
the removal of  the Rohingya as a 
group,” she said. 

For decades the Rohingya 
have faced persecution in Myan-
mar, where they are denied citi-
zenship and denigrated as illegal 
“Bengali” immigrants.

Kathmandu, Nov. 12 (IANS): 
Nepal’s three-time Prime Minis-
ter Kirti Nidhi Bista passed away 
on Saturday at the age of  90, the 
state-owned Nepal Television 
said.

The veteran politician breathed 
his last in his residence at Gyanes-
wor in the capital after a prolonged 

battle with cancer.
Nepali Prime Minister Sher 

Bahadur Deuba and senior politi-
cians have expressed deep sorrow 
at the passing of the former Prime 
Minister, Xinhua news agency 
reported.“I’m deeply saddened at 
the passing away of  Kirti Nidhi 
Bista. He was an epitome of  sim-

plicity and integrity, and will always 
be remembered as a great soul. My 
heart goes out to his bereaved fam-
ily,” Deuba tweeted.

Bista served as Prime Minister 
from 1969 to 1970, 1971 to 1973 and 
1977 to 1979 during the party-less 
Panchayat system under two mon-
archs -- King Mahendra and King 

Birendra.Later in 2005, he served as 
the Vice Chairman of  the govern-
ment under the direct regime led by 
King Gyanendra.

A non-corrupt, candid and na-
tionalist politician, Bista began his 
political career in 1949 and was one 
of the confidants of late King Ma-
hendra of Nepal. 

New York, Nov. 12 (PTI): An Indian-origin 
owner of a motel was shot dead and four 
other people were injured in a shootout in 
the US state of North Carolina, police said.

Akash R Talati, 40, who owned Knights 
Inn and Diamondz Gentlemen’s Club in 
Fayetteville city, was an innocent bystander 
when a man who had been escorted out of  
the club returned soon and exchanged gun-
fire with a security guard yesterday, police 
Detective Jamaal Littlejohn said.

Police said they were called to the club at 
1:51 AM on Saturday.

Littlejohn said Markeese Dewitt, 23, of  
Fayetteville has been charged with attempted 
murder and assault with a deadly weapon 
inflicting serious injury.

Littlejohn said Dewitt was shot four or 
five times and remained in serious condition 
at Cape Fear Valley Medical Centre, fayob-
server.com reported.

He said only Dewitt and the security 
guard exchanged gunfire and the others were 

bystanders.
One of the victims was in a fair condition 

at the hospital. The two others were treated 
and released. Talati died at the hospital.

Police have not released the names of  
three other people who were injured. Lit-
tlejohn said they included the security guard 
and a female employee of the club who oper-
ated the cash register.

Littlejohn said security escorted Dewitt 
out of the club because he had caused a dis-
turbance. He said Dewitt appeared to have 
gone to his vehicle, got a gun, went back 
inside the club and started shooting.

Littlejohn said police have no idea what 
caused Dewitt to get kicked out of the club.

“All we know is he got put out, he goes 
and gets a gun and it goes crazy from there,” 
Littlejohn said.

Detectives are actively investigating the 
homicide and shooting and have appealed to 
the public to contact them if they have any 
information on the incident.

Baghdad, Nov. 12 (IANS): 
An Iraqi helicopter crashed 
on Sunday in Wasit prov-
ince, killing seven crew 
members, the military said.

The Mi-17 helicopter 
was in a training mission 
when it crashed. “All of  
its seven crew members 

were killed,” Xinhua news 
agency reported.

The accident occurred 
as Iraqi security forces were 
carrying out a major offen-
sive to drive out the Islamic 
State militants from their 
last stronghold in Anbar 
province.

Dhaka, Nov. 12 (PTI): At least 53 peo-
ple have been arrested in Bangladesh for 
their alleged involvement in an arson 
attack on over 30 houses of  Hindus fol-
lowing rumours that a youth from the 
minority community published an of-
fensive Facebook status, media reports 
said today.

Police have alleged that the country’s 
largest Islamist party Jamaat-e-Islami, 
a key ally of  the opposition Bangladesh 
Nationalist Party (BNP) led by former 
prime minister Khaleda Zia, carried out 
the attack on Hindus to create unrest 
ahead of  the next parliamentary elections, 
bdnews24.com reported.

“Jamaat tried to fuel unrest as elec-
tions are nearing,” Rangpur Superin-
tendent of  Police Mizanur Rahman 
told reporters after inspecting the scene 
yesterday.

He said that the police have identified 
four persons who instigated the attacks.

The police have filed two cases over 
the incident at the Kotwali and Ganga-
chara police stations and so far arrested 
53 suspects, Rangpur’s Additional Super-
intendent of  Police Zakir Hossain was 
quoted as saying by Dhaka Tribune.

One person was killed when police 
opened fire to disperse the crowd that 
torched the houses of  Hindus in Rangpur 
district’s Thakurpara village, about 300 
km from Dhaka, on Friday, the report 
said.

At least five persons were injured 
when police fired rubber bullets and 

lobbed tear gas shells to bring the situa-
tion under control, it said.

The protesters claimed that they 
were infuriated by a defamatory status 
published from the Facebook account of  
a person who hails from the Thakurbari 
village a few days ago, the report said.

Before the police intervened, the per-
petrators had torched at least 30 Hindu 
houses before looting and vandalising 
them, the report said.

A crowd of  20,000 people had report-
edly gathered from six to seven neigh-
bouring villages before the attack was 
launched by a group of  people, it said.

The police had a tough time dealing 
with the protesters and restoring the law 
and order situation in the area, the report 
said.

Six persons with bullet injuries were 
rushed to a nearby hospital when one 
of  them succumbed to his injuries, the 
report said.

There were traffic snarls after the mob 
blocked the Rangpur-Dinajpur highway 
to protest against the police action.

A large number of  police personnel 
have been deployed in the area where the 
situation was tense, Kotwali police station 
Officer-in-Charge (Operation) Moktarul 
Islam said.

The district administration has formed 
a three-member inquiry committee, head-
ed by Additional District Magistrate Abu 
Rafa Mohammad Rafiq, to investigate 
the incident and submit a report in seven 
days, the report added.

Hanoi, Nov. 12 (PTI/AFP): Don-
ald Trump said today he backed 
US intelligence agencies who 
concluded that Russia meddled in 
the 2016 US presidential election, 
but repeated his trust in the sincer-
ity of  Vladimir Putin’s denials and 
slammed critics of  his relationship 
with the Russian leader.

Key former Trump aides are 
under US investigation for possi-
ble collaboration with the Krem-
lin and the issue of  whether Mos-
cow interfered with last year’s 
vote has overshadowed the tail 
end of  the president’s ongoing 
Asia tour.

Trump returned to the subject 
in an early morning Twitter storm, 
which also saw him take a sarcastic 

dig at North Korea’s “short and 
fat” leader Kim Jong-Un.

Addressing a press conference 
in Hanoi, Trump was asked to 
clarify comments he had made on 
Air Force One the day before about 
Putin’s insistence that Moscow had 
never tried to affect the outcome of  
the US vote.

“I believe he feels he and Rus-
sia did not meddle in the election,” 
Trump said.

“As to whether or not I believe 
it or not, I’m with our agencies. I 
believe in our... intelligence agen-
cies,” he added.

In May, US intelligence chiefs 
told Congress they agreed with 
their analysts’ conclusion that Rus-
sia had interfered in the election.

CIA director Mike Pompeo, 
who was appointed by Trump, said 
he still believed in that evaluation 
in a statement to CNN Saturday.

In his barrage of  tweets earlier 
Sunday, Trump slammed “haters 
and fools” who questioned his ef-
forts to improve ties with Russia.

“There (sic) always playing 
politics - bad for our country. I 
want to solve North Korea, Syria, 
Ukraine, terrorism, and Russia can 
greatly help!” he said.

Trump was in Hanoi for a 
brisk visit with Vietnam’s top com-
munist leaders to drum up trade 
deals and seek further support on 
containing North Korea’s nuclear 
weapons ambitions, which have 
been a dominant theme on each leg 

of  his Asia tour.
Citing descriptions by North 

Korean officials and state media 
of  him as an “old” man, another 
Trump tweet suggested he was 
disappointed by what he took to be 
a personal attack from the North’s 
young leader.

“Why would Kim Jong-un in-
sult me by calling me “old,” when I 
would NEVER call him “short and 
fat?” Trump wrote.

“Oh well, I try so hard to be his 
friend - and maybe someday that 
will happen!” he added.

Later at the press conference, 
he insisted he hadn’t been joking 
about eventually befriending a man 
he denounced just last week as a 
“twisted” dictator.

London, Nov. 12 (IANS): 
Britain and the US have 
been urged to respond 
to claims that they pos-
sess secret information on 
the mysterious death of  a 
former UN secretary gen-
eral in Africa more than 
50 years ago, the media 
reported on Sunday.

Last month a UN report 
on the death of Dag Ham-
marskjold in a plane crash 
in 1961 found that there was 
a “significant amount of  
evidence” that the Albertina 
DC6 in which the Swedish 
diplomat was flying had 
been brought down in a for-
est near the city of Ndola in 
Zambia, by another aircraft, 
reports the Guardian.

The report took into 
account previously undis-
closed information provid-
ed by the US, UK, Belgian, 
Canadian and German gov-
ernments and noted that 
the American and British 
governments were in pos-
session of intercepted radio 
traffic in the area at the time.

David Edward Lea, 
chairman of  the trustees 
who established the Ham-
marskjold Commission, 
which persuaded the UN 
to reinvestigate the death, 
has written to UK Foreign 
Secretary Boris Johnson 
and the US Secretary of  
State Rex Tillerson, saying 
the two governments must 

now state publicly whether 
or not they are in possession 
of the intercepts.

In his letter to the two 
senior politicians, Lea said 
it was “unthinkable that 
there are no transcripts (of  
the intercepted messages) in 
the US archives and perhaps 
also in the UK archives.

“I suspect that there is so 
far undisclosed and highly 
pertinent information in the 
transcripts. 

When the US authori-
ties replied to the Ham-
marskjold Commission’s 
very precise request for tran-
scripts, they said that they 
had ‘documents responsive 
to your request’ but claimed 
that they were secret.”

At the time of his death, 
Hammarskjold was at-
tempting to unite Congo, 
the Guardian reported. 

A former Belgian pilot 
known only as Beukels has 
claimed that he accidentally 
shot down the Albertina in 
an attempt to divert it from 
Ndola to another airport. 

Beukels said he had 
shone a bright light down 
from his Fouga jet on to 
the DC6 while his radio 
operator called on the plane 
to divert. 

It was claimed that the 
US and possibly UK intel-
ligence stations in Cyprus 
were monitoring radio traf-
fic in the area at the time.

Madrid, Nov. 12 (IANS): 
Spanish Prime Minister 
Mariano Rajoy will visit 
Catalonia on Sunday to 
begin campaigning for his 
Popular Party, ahead of the 
upcoming regional elections 
in December.

Rajoy is expected to ad-
dress a meeting of support-
ers of the conservative party 
and his visit comes after 
750,000 people rallied in 
Barcelona on Saturday to 
protest against the detention 
of  ousted Catalan leaders, 
reports the BBC.

The Catalan govern-
ment declared independ-
ence in October, prompting 
Rajoy to sack and jail its 
leaders.

Sunday’s visit will be the 

Prime Minister’s first to the 
region since the upheaval 
which was sparked by a 
disputed referendum held 
in Catalonia on October 27, 
in which the independence 
campaign won 92 per cent 
of the vote, from a turnout 
of 43 per cent.

The Spanish govern-
ment responded to the ref-
erendum by dissolving the 
Catalan parliament, impos-
ing direct rule, and calling 
the snap regional elections 
on December 21.

Since the crackdown 
by Madrid, Catalonia’s 
sacked President Carles Pu-
igdemont has gone into self-
imposed exile in Belgium, 
and his top allies have been 
prosecuted.

A lawyer whose firm 
represents two of his impris-
oned former cabinet minis-
ters told the BBC that their 
situation had been made 
worse by Puigdemont’s deci-
sion to flee.

Meanwhile, the left-
wing ERC party, a key ally 
of  Puigdemont, has an-
nounced that some of  the 
prisoners, including party 
leader Oriol Junqueras, as 
well as some of the sacked 
ministers who also went to 
Belgium, will stand on its 
electoral list.

A recent opinion poll 
in Catalan newspaper La 
Vanguardia suggests that 
the ERC will win the big-
gest share of  the vote in 
December.

Protest greet Trump at ASEAN summit
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Kim Kardashian enjoys Katy Perry’s concert with daughter
Reality TV star Kim Kardashian and her 4-year-old daughter North West were seen 
enjoying singer Katy Perrys concert here. Perry performed at the Staples Center here 
on Friday -- the same day when singer Taylor Swift released her album “Reputation” 
with a song trashing Kim and her husband Kanye West, reports tmz.com. In some 
photographs, Kim and North can be seen enjoying Perry’s concert and posing for self-
ies with her. Kanye was no where to be seen at the concert as Friday was his mother 
Donda West’s 10th death anniversary. In a song, titled “This is why we can’t have nice 
things”, Swift slammed West in particular for secretly recording her during a phone 
call last year.  (IANS)

Graduating musicians of NBCK, along with church pastor, youth dept. officials and teachers, pose for a photograph at NBCK on Nov. 12.

TickeT raTes
Silver Rs. 80
Gold Rs. 150

Platinum Rs. 320

HILL STAR 
Movie Schedule

Hill Star is thrilled to announce its valued HillStarCinema fans that the 
hall is now live at BookMyShowIN You can now BUY tickets online! 

10 am, 5.30 pm: Thor 
Ragnarok

12.30, 8 pm: Qarib Qarib 
single

3 pm: Shadi: Mein 
Zaror Aana

U2’s Manchester tribute 14 beauties to vie for Miss Phek 

Rebel Wilson shares sexual harassment story

NBCK credits 28 young musicians

Spice Girls 
‘on-board for a 
2018 reunion’

The Script want Rihanna collaboration

U2 paid tribute to the victims of the Manchester terrorist attack at 
their MTV Presents Trafalgar Square gig on Saturday.

T
he Irish rockers 
kicked off their 
MTV Presents 
Trafalgar 
Square gig 

at the famous landmark 
by performing ‘Sunday 
Bloody Sunday’, with 
the names of those who 
had lost their lives when a 
bomb was detonated at an 
Ariana Grande concert in 
Manchester Arena in May 
were lit up on huge display 
boards.

The veteran group 
played a string of their 

biggest hits during the 
show, including ‘Beautiful 
Day’ - during which they 
referenced the late David 
Bowie’s ‘Starman’ - ‘One’ 
and ‘Pride (In the Name of  
Love)’

Announcing the latter 
track, Bono made a dedica-
tion to “the military”.

He told the fans who 
had braved the chilly 
temperatures for the show: 
“I was never expecting to 
learn that the people who 
most value peace are the 
ones who pay the price for 

peace.
“So we dedicate this 

song to the military who 
have lost their lives on all 
sides.”

But it wasn’t just old 
songs the group played 
as they treated fans to a 
glimpse of their new album 
‘Songs of Experience’ with 
tracks You’re The Best 
Thing About Me’ and ‘Get 
Out Of Your Own Way’, 
even filming part of the 
video for the second song 
during the performance.

The group urged the 

audience to stage their own 
protests, encouraging them 
to hold up their placards in 
front of MTV’s cameras at 
the end of their set.

He said: “Protesting 
in the end works - it gets 
things done, slowly but 
surely.” 

After U2 left the stage, 
David Guetta then sent the 
crowd wild with a selection 
of hits, accompanied by 
smoke cannons and daz-
zling lights and pyrotech-
nics.

femalefirst.co.uk

A
ltogether, 14 
contestants 
will vie for 
the prestig-
ious title Miss 

Phek 2017, scheduled for 
Nov. 18 at Phek Town Hall 
from 5 pm onwards. This 
was stated in a press note 
issued by the organisers. 

The pageant is said to 
take place under the aegis 
of Vogue Entertainment 
in association with Mega 
Entertainment, Guwahati. 

The release mentions 
that the winners will get di-
rect entry for Sunsilk Mega 
Miss Northeast India and 
a contract modelling with 
Vogue and Mega Enter-
tainment.

Democratic Alliance of  
Nagaland (DAN) chair-
man and NPF Legislature 
Party leader Kuzholuzo 
(Azo) Nienu is said to 
grace the show as the chief  
guest.

As per the release, the 
judges includes Imlibenla 
Wati, Miss Super Talent 
India (Miss Asia Pacific) 
2016; Kanhaiya Mehta, 
managing director, Mega 
Entertainment Guwahati; 
Mary Khyriem, Mega Miss 
North East 2017; Suman 
Ningthoujam, Mega 
Mister North East 2017 
and Vilhousa Movi, best 
designer North East India 
Ethnic Fashion 2014 and 
official designer of Vogue 
Entertainment.

The choreographer 
of  the show is said to be 
Abhijeet Singha, proprie-
tor and fashionpreneur 
Mega Entertainment, 
Guwahati.

The official designers 
will be Dipika Devi, official 
designer Mega Miss North 
East Organization, Dosou-
lou J Vemai, best designer 
award 2017 Nagaland 
Fashion Week and Ako 
LKR, fashion designer.

Soman Chetri will 
come as a special appear-

A
ctress Rebel Wilson 
has become the latest 
Hollywood celebrity 
to come forward with 
allegations that she was 

sexually assaulted by powerful fig-
ures in the film industry and said she 
“will no longer be polite” towards 
such people.

In a series of tweets on Saturday, 
the 37-year-old detailed two separate 
incidents in which men in the indus-
try allegedly acted inappropriately 
towards her, reports variety.com.

In the first incident, Wilson 
described a male star “in a position 
of power” asking her to go into a 
room with him and then “repeatedly 
asking (her) to stick (her) finger up 
his a**.”  She said his male friends 
attempted to film the incident on 
their phones while laughing.

“I refused. The whole thing 
was disgusting,” Wilson wrote. She 
continued that she later informed 
hundreds of people in the industry 
about the incident.

In the second incident, Wilson 

alleged she had a “hotel room” 
encounter with a top director.

“I thought we were there to talk 
comedy. Nothing physical happened 
because the guy’s wife called and 
started abusing him over the phone 
for sleeping with actresses and 
luckily she was yelling so loud that I 
could hear her and he bolted out of  
there,” Wilson wrote. “I was so naive 
the thought of anything happening 
apart from ‘work talk’ didn’t even 
cross my mind,” she added.

IANS

A 
total of 28 young 
musicians were given 
recognition for com-
pleting basic music 
courses imparted by 

the Youth Department of Nepali 
Baptist Church Kohima (NBCK) 
as part of its music ministry.

A music graduation pro-

gramme was organized on Nov. 
12 by the youth dept. NBCK 
where 20 students were felicitated 
for completion of basic course 
on drums, five on keyboards and 
three on guitars. Course comple-
tion certificates were presented to 
the budding musicians by NBCK 
pastor, Surjay B Sapkota in pres-

ence of the music teachers Samuel 
Thabah (drums), Robin Thapa 
(keyboards) and Ashish Gurung 
(guitars).

Proprietor and teachers of  
Musician Studio Kohima also 
witnessed the performances by the 
students while also making special 
presentations.

NBCK vice chairman Radhika 
Chetri and member Neha Gurung 
compered the program, which 
commenced with invocation 
prayer by chairman Board of Dea-
cons Rana Chetri and concluded 
with benediction by youth director 
Robi Thapa.

EMN 

F
ormer girls 
group Spice 
Girls’ members 
Mel B, Victo-
ria Beckham, 

Emma Bunton, Mel C and 
Geri Halliwell are report-
edly in talks for a reunion 
next year. They last got 
together for a special 
performance at the London 
2012 Olympic closing 
ceremony. And now, all the 
members of the band have 
decided to reunite again.

“The five of them have 
been locked in secret talks 
since the summer, and 
finally they are all on-board 
for a 2018 reunion,” a 
source told thesun.co.uk.

“As it stands, they will 
be working together on a 
series of projects, which 
will include an album and 
a TV special celebrating the 
Spice Girls.

IANS

Contestant 1: 
Huvelu Kezo, 19 
years , 5’5 height

Contestant 5: 
Ravolu Chuzho, 19 
years, 5’7

Contestant 9: 
Rhavine Krocha, 23 
years, 5’4

Contestant 2: 
Wekute-u Lashushe, 
22 years, 5’5

Contestant 6:  
Pewe-u Tunyi, 19 
years, 5’8

Contestant 
10:Rhasalu Krome, 
24 years, 5’3

Contestant 3 : 
Mewe-u Mero, 20 
years, 5’5

Contestant 7:  
Velilu Rhakho, 18 
years, 5’4

Contestant 11: 
Nutsolu Thingo, 21 
years, 5’4

Contestant 13: 
Modovine Rhi, 19 
years, 5’3

Contestant 4: 
Akolu, 20 years, 
5’3

Contestant 8: 
Mewete-u Mero, 21 
years, 5’4

Contestant 12: 
Modengune Krocha, 
18 years, 5’4

Contestant 14: 
Kuvetsolu Dozo, 23 
years, 5’5

T
he Irish rockers’ latest 
album ‘Freedom Child’ is 
their most experimental to 
date, with the lead single 
channelling Jamaican 

vibes similar to the Bajan star’s songs 
such as ‘Work’ and ‘Man Down’.

Drummer Glen Power - who 
is joined by lead singer Danny 
O’ Donoghue and guitarist Mark 
Sheehan in the trio - said it would 
be “awesome” to team up with the 
29-year-old beauty on a track, but 
only if it was “organic”.

The 39-year-old sticksman exclu-
sively told BANG Showbiz: “It would 
be amazing to work with Rihanna.

“Wouldn’t that be so awesome? 
We are always open to working with 
anybody.

“We always feel that it has to be 
organic. Usually for us, it’s usually 
because we bumped into somebody at 
an airport and we just got talking.

“It’s never put together clinically, 
it’s always in an organic way, whether 
that is hanging out with someone at a 
festival or going for drinks with them 
and getting on as people, that is usu-
ally where a collaboration begins.

“We’ve been off the map for a 
little while, so maybe when we are 

back out and we are mov-
ing around we might start 
bumping into some cool people 
again.”

Defending the band’s depar-
ture from straight-up pop rock and 
discussing their fans’ response to 
their fresh sound, Glen said: “We 
felt maybe we would try and dip our 
toe ... with our single ‘Rain’ that is 
our first kind song that you can really 
dance to. “It’s interesting when we 
play that and they do dance, it’s like 
wow to see that response.

“We just tried something differ-

ent. At the end of the 
day, it’s still The Script, 

the content is similar and 
the themes are of love, loss and 

heartache. “It’s all the same of what 
we are, it’s still a band they are drums 
and guitars. “We have leaned a little 
bit different and that initially shocked 
a lot of people. “We are still The 
Script, we are just putting on a differ-
ent coat that is all.” 

The Script’s second single to be 
taken from ‘Freedom Child’ is uplift-
ing anthem ‘Arms Open’.

femalefirst.co.uk

ance.
Further the note mentions that the 

show will be produced and managed by 
Dode Nakro with Diwe-u Thele as event 
co-ordinator, Vogue Entertainment and 
Vevotsolu Nakro and Florence Quinker as 
make-up artists.

Apart from coveted title of Miss Phek 
2017, 1st runner-up and 2nd runners-up, 
there will also be 5 subtitles- Miss Perfect 
10, Miss Congeniality, Miss Best Ramp 
Walk, Miss Photogenic and Best Ethnic 
Wear.

EMN
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NASA to launch E. Coli into space 
to study antibiotic resistance

This material generates 
electricity when stressed

WhatsApp may introduce 
app for iPad users

45-million-year-old primate 
fossils found in China

Astronomers discover 
bizarre star that won’t die

Wounds sustained at night heal twice as slowly, scientists find

Jupiter to pass Venus in a close conjunction early Monday

Dinosaurs could have survived had 
asteroid struck elsewhere—Study

Regular exercise may help 
curb depression—Study

Why obesity, underweight condition 
may up depression in women
New York, Nov. 12 (IANS): 
Women who are extremely 
underweight and obese are 
likely to be at an increased 
risk of developing common 
mood disorders like depres-
sion and anxiety, as a result 
of low feel good neuroactive 
steroid, finds a study.

Neurosteroid “Allopreg-
nanolone” also known as 
“allo” is a metabolite of the 
hormone progesterone -- a 
female hormone. 

Allo works by producing 
a positive mood and feelings 
of well-being. 

The findings showed 
that in women with anorexia 
nervosa, blood levels of allo 
were 50 per cent lower than 
they were in women with 
normal body mass index 
(BMIs). Women who were 

Washington, Nov. 12 
(IANS): To study micro-
gravity’s effect on bacterial 
antibiotic resistance, scien-
tists are set to send E. coli, 
a common bacterial patho-
gen linked to urinary tract 
infections and foodborne 
illnesses, to the Interna-
tional Space Station (ISS).

The E. coli AntiMicro-
bial Satellite (EcAMSat) 
mission is scheduled to 
launch to the ISS on Or-
bital ATK’s Cygnus cargo 
spacecraft on Saturday 
along with a slew of  other 
science experiments and 
supplies for the Expedi-
tion 53 crew, Space.com 
reported.

Antibiotic resistance 
could pose a danger to as-
tronauts, especially since 
microgravity has been 
shown to weaken human 

immune response, NASA 
said. The E. coli AntiMi-
crobial Satellite mission 
will investigate spaceflight 
effects on bacterial anti-
biotic resistance and its 
genetic basis. 

The experiment will 
expose two strains of  E. 
coli, one with a resistance 
gene, the other without, 
to three different doses of  
antibiotics, then examine 
the viability of  each group.

“Results from this in-
vestigation could contrib-
ute to determining appro-
priate antibiotic dosages 
to protect astronaut health 
during long-duration hu-
man spaceflight and help 
us understand how anti-
biotic effectiveness may 
change as a function of  
stress on Earth,” NASA 
said.

Rather  than  be ing 
housed inside the space sta-
tion, this experiment will 
take place in a 6U cubesat, 
a small satellite that has 
six times the volume of  a 
single cubesat. 

The fundamental sce-
nario of  the experiment 
protocol will start four days 
after launch of  the EcAM-
Sat satellite by allowing 
an initial growth and then 
starvation period for E. coli 
bacteria contained in 48 
microfluidic wells. 

The investigation aims 
to determine “the lowest 
dose of  antibiotic needed 
to inhibit growth of  Esch-
erichia coli (E. coli), a bac-
terial pathogen that causes 
infections in humans and 
animals,” NASA officials 
wrote in a description of  
the experiment.

clinically obese had allo 
levels approximately 60 per 
cent lower than women with 
normal weights. Further, 
participants with lower levels 
of allo had greater severity 
of depression symptoms, the 
researchers noted. 

“Depression is an in-
credibly prevalent problem, 
especially in women, and 
also particularly at the ex-
tremes of  the weight spec-
trum,” said Karen Miller, 
professor at Harvard Medi-
cal School. 

New York, Nov. 12 (IANS): Jupiter 
will pass Venus in a low but close 
and spectacular conjunction on early 
Monday morning, media reports 
said.

The apparent distance between 
these two planets on Sunday morn-
ing will be more than halved and 
they will be separated by less than 
one degree, and on Monday morn-
ing, they will appear closest together 

and rising in tandem, side by side 
-- Venus on the left and a dimmer 
Jupiter on the right. From the eastern 
US, they will be separated by a scant 
17 arc minutes (0.28 degrees) - the 
equivalent of  less than three-fifths 
of the apparent width of the moon. 
From the western US, when they 
rise, the gap between the planets will 
have widened slightly, to 21 arc min-
utes (0.35 degrees), the online portal 

Space reports.
Both the planets are nowhere 

near each other and just happen to 
line up when observed from our 
Earthly vantage point. 

Venus will be 152 million miles 
(246 million km) from us, while 
Jupiter is nearly four times farther 
away, at 594 million miles (956 mil-
lion km), the portal said.

Conjunctions between Venus 

and Jupiter are far from rare events 
-- taking place at mean intervals of  
13 months. Weather permitting, for 
those observers who don’t have any 
tall obstructions such as trees or 
buildings toward the east-northeast, 
this “double planet” should make 
for a very striking visual spectacle, no 
doubt attracting the attention of even 
those who don’t give more than a 
casual glance at the sky, Space added.

London, Nov. 12 (Reuters): Body 
clocks cause wounds such as cuts 
and burns sustained during the day 
to heal around 60 percent faster 
than those sustained at night, sci-
entists have discovered in a finding 
that has implications for surgery 
and wound-healing medicines.

In a study published in the jour-
nal Science Translational Medi-
cine on Wednesday, the scientists 
showed for the first time how 
our internal body clocks regulate 
wound healing by skin cells, and 
optimise healing during the day.

Burns that happened at night 
took an average of  60 percent lon-
ger to heal than burns that occurred 

during the day, the scientists found.
Night-time burns - sustained 

between 8pm to 8am - were 95 per-
cent healed after an average of  28 
days, compared with only 17 days 
if  the burn happened between 8am 
and 8pm.

Body clocks – known as cir-
cadian rhythms – regulate almost 
every cell in the body, driving 24-
hour cycles in many processes such 
as sleeping, hormone secretion and 
metabolism.

The key to accelerated day-
time wound healing, the scientists 
found, was that skin cells moved 
more rapidly to repair the wound 
and there was also more collagen – 

the main structural protein in skin 
– deposited around the wound site.

“This is the first time that the 
circadian clock within individual 
skin cells has been shown to deter-
mine how effectively they respond 
to injuries,” said John O‘Neill, 
who co-led the research at Britain’s 
Medical Research Council Labora-
tory of  Molecular Biology.

“We consistently see about a 
two-fold difference in wound heal-
ing speed between the body clock’s 
day and night. It may be that our 
bodies have evolved to heal fastest 
during the day when injuries are 
more likely to occur.”

Treatment of  wounds costs 

health services worldwide billions 
of  dollars a year - in Britain’s Na-
tional Health Service alone, the 
costs are estimated around 5 bil-
lion pounds ($6.56 billion) a year. 
Experts say this is partly due to a 
lack of  effective drugs to speed up 
wound closure.

John Blaikley, a clinician sci-
entist from Britain’s University of  
Manchester, said these new insights 
into the circadian factors important 
in skin repair should help the search 
for better wound-healing drugs. It 
could also help doctors improve 
outcomes by changing what time of  
day surgery is carried out, or when 
medicines are given, he said.

New York, Nov. 12 (IANS): An inter-
national team of astronomers has made 
a bizarre discovery -- a star that refuses to 
stop shining despite exploding more than 
once over a period of 50 years.

The explosions of  stars, known as 
supernovae, have been observed in the 
thousands and in all cases they marked 
the death of a star.

But a new study, published in the 
journal Nature, challenges known theories 
about the death of stars. Their observa-
tions included data from Keck Observa-
tory on Maunakea in Hawaii.

“The spectra we obtained at Keck 
Observatory showed that this supernova 
looked like nothing we had ever seen be-
fore. This, after discovering nearly 5,000 
supernovae in the last two decades,” 
said study co-author Peter Nugent from 
Lawrence Berkeley National Laboratory 
in the US.

“While the spectra bear a resemblance 
to normal hydrogen-rich core-collapse 
supernova explosions, they grew brighter 
and dimmer at least five times more 
slowly, stretching an event which nor-
mally lasts 100 days to over two years,” 
Nugent said. 

The supernova, named iPTF14hls, 
was discovered in September 2014 by the 
Palomar Transient Factory. At the time, it 

looked like an ordinary supernova. 
Several months later, astronomers at 

Las Cumbres Observatory in the US no-
ticed the supernova was growing brighter 
again after it had faded.

When astronomers went back and 
looked at archival data, they were aston-
ished to find evidence of an explosion in 
1954 at the same location. 

This star somehow survived that ex-
plosion and exploded again in 2014.

“This supernova breaks everything we 
thought we knew about how they work. 
It’s the biggest puzzle I’ve encountered 
in almost a decade of  studying stellar 
explosions,” said lead author Iair Arcavi, 
a NASA Einstein postdoctoral fellow at 
LCO and the University of  California 
Santa Barbara.

The study calculated that the star 
that exploded was at least 50 times more 
massive than the Sun and probably much 
larger. 

Supernova iPTF14hls may have been 
the most massive stellar explosion ever 
seen. The size of this explosion could be 
the reason that conventional understand-
ing of the death of stars failed to explain 
this event.

Astronomers continue to monitor the 
supernova, which remains bright three 
years after it was discovered.

N ew  Yo r k ,  N ov.  1 2 
(IANS): Researchers have 
discovered nearly 500 finger 
and toe bones belonging to 
primates -- some half  the 
size of a mouse -- that lived 
about 45 million years ago 
in what is now China, offer-
ing evidence that early hu-
man ancestors came from 
Asia.

During the mid-Eocene 
period, about 45 million 
years ago, they lived in 
tree canopies and fed on 
fruit and insects in a tropi-
cal rainforest in what is 
now China, according to 
a study published online 
in the Journal of  Human 
Evolution.

Representing nine dif-
ferent taxonomic families 
of primates and as many as 

25 species, the specimens 
include numerous fossils 
attributed to Eosimias, the 
very first anthropoid known 
to date, and three fossils at-
tributed to a new and much 
more advanced anthropoid. 

The anthropoid lineage 
would later include mon-
keys, apes and humans.

“The new study pro-
vides further evidence that 
early anthropoids were mi-
nuscule creatures, the size 
of  a mouse or smaller,” 
said study co-author Daniel 
Gebo, Professor at North-
ern Illinois University in 
the US.

“It also adds to the evi-
dence pointing toward Asia 
as the initial continent for 
primate evolution. While 
apes and fossil humans do 

come from Africa, their 
ancestors came from Asia,” 
Gebo said. 

Many of  the smaller 
fossils are between one and 
two millimetres in length, 
and the animals would have 
ranged in full body size 
from 10 to 1,000 grams, the 
study said.

The newly described 
fossils were recovered from 
a commercial quarry near 
the village of  Shanghuang 
in the southern Jiangsu 
province of  China, about 
100 miles west of Shanghai.

“The fossils are extraor-
dinarily small, but in terms 
of quantity this is the largest 
single assemblage of  fos-
sil primate finger and toe 
specimens ever recorded,” 
Gebo said.

San Francisco, Nov. 12 (IANS): 
Facebook-owned messaging service 
WhatsApp may be working on an 
app for iPad users as references of  
WhatsApp for iPad are spotted on 
latest WhatsApp desktop app.

According 
to a tweet from 
popular What-
sApp change 
tracking web-
site WABetaIn-
fo, WhatsApp 
is gearing up 
for a dedicated 
application for 
iPad.

“ G r e a t 
news for  al l 
WhatsApp us-
ers having an 
iPad device. 
Our r umour 
about a WhatsApp for iPad app was 
real (real like our other rumours as 
WhatsApp Business and the Face-
book infrastructure),” WABetaInfo 
tweeted.

WABetaInfo also stated on 
Twitter the WhatsApp Desktop 
0.2.6968 app references for an iPad 
application.

However, the WhatsApp track-
ing website did not reveal whether 

the  company 
was planning for 
a standalone ap-
plication or will 
it be just a client 
application like 
the WhatsApp 
Web.

W h a t s a p p 
has recently in-
troduced a series 
of  new features 
like ‘Delete for 
Everyone’ that 
allows its over 
one billion users 
to revoke their 

messages in case they sent those to 
a wrong person or group. The in-
stant messaging app also confirmed 
group voice calls in its latest beta 
version of Android in October.

London, Nov. 12 (IANS): Research-
ers have developed a rubber film that 
generates electricity when stressed 
and could potentially be used as a 
sensor, integrated into clothing or 
even implanted in the human body, 
for instance, to power a pacemaker.

The new material developed 
by researchers from Swiss Federal 
Laboratories for Materials Science 
and Technology (Empa) is a thin, 
organic, flexible film that generates 
electricity if  stretched and com-
pressed.

“This material could probably 
even be used to obtain energy from 
the human body,” said Empa re-
searcher Dorina Opris.

“You could implant it near the 
heart to generate electricity from the 
heartbeat, for instance,” Opris said in 
a statement released by Empa.

This could power pacemakers or 
other implanted devices, eliminating 
the need for invasive operations to 
change the battery.

Thanks to the piezoelectric ef-
fect, the specially designed rubber 
is able to convert mechanical move-

ments into electrical charges.
The trick behind the generated 

current is the internal polarisation 
which changes when the rubber film 
is mechanically stressed.

For a long time, the piezoelectric 
effect was only known for crystals. 
As these are heavy and solid, the 
effect could only be used in certain 
applications. However, the Empa 
researchers succeeded in giving the 
new material piezoelectric proper-
ties.

There is a wealth of potential ap-
plications for the novel rubber film. 
It could be used to construct pressure 
sensors, for example. If the material 
is compressed, an electrical impulse 
is produced that can be received and 
“understood” by devices.

This can be used to develop a 
novel type of  control buttons, but 
also a sensitive skin for robots that 
can feel (pressure) touches.

Moreover, the film might be 
useful in clothing to either monitor 
the wearer’s activities or generate 
electricity from their movements, 
according to the researchers.

Tokyo, Nov. 12 (IANS): Dinosaurs 
might not have gone extinct had the 
the asteroid that hit Earth some 66 
million years ago and triggered the 
mass extinction of the giant animals 
struck somewhere else instead of  
crashing into the Yucatan Peninsula 
in Mexico, says a study.

The impact of the asteroid, also 
known as the Chicxulub Impactor, 
caused a crater 180 km wide and 
heated organic matter in rocks and 
ejected it into the atmosphere, form-
ing soot in the stratosphere.

Soot is a strong, light-absorbing 
aerosol that caused global climate 
changes that triggered the mass 
extinction of dinosaurs, ammonites, 
and other animals, and led to the 
macroevolution of  mammals and 
the appearance of humans.

Based on results of  the new 
study, published in the journal 
Scientific Reports, the research-
ers said that the probability of  the 
mass-extinction occurring was only 
13 per cent. 

This is because the catastrophic 
chain of events could only have oc-

“We are beginning to 
see more and more evidence 
that low allo levels are tightly 
linked to depression, anxi-
ety, post-traumatic stress 
disorder and other mood 
disorders,” added Graziano 
Pinna, associate professor 
in the University of Illinois 
at Chicago. In addition, pro-
gesterone levels were simi-
larly low across both groups, 
suggesting that the decrease 
in allo in these participants 
may have been caused by 
improper functioning of  
enzymes.

The enzymes that con-
vert progesterone into allo 
may not be working proper-
ly, causing decreases in allo 
that lead to mood disorders. 

For the study, published 
in the journal Neuropsy-

chopharmacology, the team 
recruited women with an-
orexia nervosa and amen-
orrhea (whose menstrual 
periods have stopped) whose 
body mass indices were less 
than 18.5, normal-weight 
women with BMIs between 
19 and 24, and obese women 
with BMIs at 25 or higher. 

“Drugs that increase the 
efficacy of  these enzymes 
may be useful in helping to 
boost allo levels,” Pinna said. 

“The hope is that a 
greater understanding of  
mechanisms contributing to 
these disorders -- including 
abnormalities in the regula-
tion of hormones and their 
neuroactive metabolites -- 
may lead to new targeted 
therapies in the future,” 
Miller noted.

curred if  the asteroid had hit the 
hydrocarbon-rich areas occupying 
approximately 13 per cent of  the 
Earth’s surface.

Led by Professor Kunio Kaiho 
of Tohoku University in Japan, the 
researchers calculated the amount 
of soot in the stratosphere and es-
timated climate changes caused by 
soot using a global climate model

If  the asteroid had hit a low-
medium hydrocarbon area on 
Earth, mass extinction could not 
have occurred and the Mesozoic 
biota could have persisted beyond 
the Cretaceous/Paleogene bound-
ary, said the study.

The site of the asteroid impact, 
therefore, changed the history of  
life on Earth.

N ew  Yo r k ,  N ov.  1 2 
(IANS): Suffering from 
depression and anxiety 
disorders? More physical 
activities and workouts 
may help to uplift the mood 
and improve your mental 
health problems, suggests 
a new study.

The study by Michigan 
State University found that 
exercises can quickly ele-
vate a depressed mood, and 
the patients should create 
a comprehensive exercise 
plan and work regularly to 
achieve the specific goal.

“Physical activity has 
been shown to be effec-
tive in alleviating mild to 
moderate depression and 
anxiety,” Carol Janney, As-
sistant Professor at Michi-
gan State University in the 
US, said.

“Current physical activ-
ity guidelines advise at least 
30 minutes of  exercise in 
five days a week to promote 
mental and physical 

health,” Janney added.
The researchers studied 

over 295 mental health 
patients and asked if  the 
patients wanted their thera-
pists to help them become 
more physically active. 

The results showed over 
80 per cent of  the patients 
believed that the exercises 
recommended by the re-
searchers helped them in 
improving their moods and 
anxiety in less time. 

The study, published in 
the journal General Hos-
pital Psychiatry, noted the 
statements of  more than 
half  of  the participants 
who claimed that their 
depressed mood limited 
their ability to exercise.

“Offering physical ac-
tivity programs inside the 
mental health clinics may 
be one of  many patient-
centered approaches 
that can improve 
the mental 

and physical health of  pa-
tients,” Janney said.

Mental health experts 
such as psychiatrists and 
therapists may not have the 
necessary training to pre-
scribe physical activity as 
part of  their mental health 
practice, but by teaming up 
with the certified personal 
trainers or other exercise 
programmes may help in 

p r e s c r i b -
i n g  m o r e 

physical 
activity 
i n  t h e 
c l i n i c 

s e t t i n g , 
t h e  r e -
searchers 

added.

According to the study, soot 
from hydrocarbon-rich areas caused 
global cooling of  8-11 degrees Cel-
sius and cooling on land of  13-17 
degrees Celsius. 

It also caused a decrease in pre-
cipitation by approximately 70-85 
per cent on land and a decrease of  
approximately 5-7 degrees Celsius 
in seawater temperature at a 50-m 
water depth, leading to mass extinc-
tion of life forms including dinosaurs 
and ammonites.

At the time, these hydrocar-
bon-rich areas were marine coastal 
margins, where the productivity of  
marine algae was generally high 
and sedimentary rocks were thickly 
deposited. 

Therefore, these areas contained 
a high amount of  organic matter, 
part of which became soot from the 
heat of  the asteroid’s impact, the 
study said.

Thus, the researchers concluded 
that the Chicxulub impact occurred 
in a hydrocarbon-rich area and is a 
rare case of  mass extinction being 
caused at such an impact site.



Mahendra Singh Dhoni

Repsol Honda Team's Spanish rider Marc Marquez rides during the MotoGP race of the Valencia Grand Prix at the Ricardo Tormo racetrack 
in Cheste, near Valencia on Sunday.

Roger Federer of Switzerland plays a return to Jack Sock of the United States during their singles tennis 
match at the ATP World Finals at the O2 Arena in London on Sunday.
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Roger Federer wins opening 
match at ATP Finals

Ronaldo better than Messi—Fernando Alonso

Denmark, Ireland tie in 
football World Cup qualifier

ICC announces recruitment 
process for independent director

AR conduct friendly 
volleyball match at Chizami

Classic Cup Manik Bhattacharjee Memorial 
badminton tourney from Dec. 15

Karbi Anglong women's football c’ship concludes

Dhoni plays down criticism, says everybody has views in life

Marquez is MotoGP's 
youngest four times champion

Valencia (Spain), Nov. 12 
(Reuters): Honda's Marc 
Marquez won his fourth 
MotoGP world champion-
ship in five years on Sunday 
after the Spaniard's only 
rival Andrea Dovizioso 
crashed out of  a dramatic 
season-ending race in Va-
lencia.

The 24-year-old, who 
started on pole position 
with a 21-point lead and 
also almost fell, finished 
third and safe in the knowl-

edge that he was the sport's 
youngest four times cham-
pion in the top category.

"It's an amazing feeling. 
During the race I always 
tried to be calm, control the 
situation," said Marquez of  
his wobble during the race.

"Suddenly I said now is 
the time to push because I 
felt really good. But in turn 
one I lost concentration on 
the brake point, I braked 
too late...Marquez style 
until the end," he grinned.

Compatriot and team 
mate Dani Pedrosa won 
the race with French rookie 
Johann Zarco second for 
the Tech3 Yamaha team 
after leading early on.

With Dovizioso in fifth 
place and unable to find a 
way past his Ducati team 
mate Jorge Lorenzo, de-
spite repeated team orders, 
Marquez looked in control 
until he misjudged his brak-
ing and ran wide with seven 
laps to go.

The Spaniard managed 
to stay on the bike as he ran 
wide into the gravel trap, 
dropping to fifth place and 
with Dovizioso ahead of  
him. Both Ducati riders 
then fell a lap later, first 
Lorenzo and then Dovizio-
so. The Italian got back on 
track before retiring in the 
pits as Honda started the 
celebrations.

Marquez, who cel-
ebrated with a large red 
dice highlighting the num-

bers four and six, for his 
MotoGP titles and total 
championships in all cat-
egories, ended the season 
with 298 points to runner-
up Dovizioso's 261.

"I'm happy because we 
tried until the end, and it 
was open until 10 laps to 
the end," said Dovizioso, 
who saw Marquez's slide 
and save but could do noth-
ing to take advantage of it.

"It was really on the 
limit from the first lap. At 
the beginning I wanted to 
overtake Jorge, but in some 
corners I was slower. So at 
the end he created a good 
pace and it was good for 
me to follow him.

"I was able to stay with 
them but we were over the 
limit for all the race. We 
both did a mistake but we 
have to be happy about the 
championship."

Marquez replaced the 
late Mike Hailwood as the 
youngest ever four times 
champion in the top flight, 
achieving the feat at 24 
years and 268 days com-
pared to the British great's 
1965 record of 25 years and 
107 days. The Spaniard, 
who has won all his titles 
with Honda, also replaced 
Italian great Valentino Ros-
si as the youngest to win six 
world championships.

He was also the first 
rider in the 69-year history 
of grand prix motorcycling 
to win at least five races a 
season for eight years in 
a row.

London, Nov. 12 (AP): 
One break of  serve, and a 
mini-break, was all Roger 
Federer needed to win his 
opening match at the sea-
son-ending ATP Finals on 
Sunday.

The 19-time Grand 
Slam champion broke Jack 
Sock in the first game of  
the 6-4, 7-6 (4) victory at 
the O2 Arena. Both then 
held serve the rest of  the 
way.

The 36-year-old Fe-
derer, who is ranked No. 

2 in the world and won 
the Australian Open and 
Wimbledon this season, 
is the oldest player ever 
to qualify for the season-
ending tournament, which 
started in 1970.

In the late match, Al-
exander Zverev will face 
Marin Cilic.

Federer broke Sock, 
who was making his debut 
at the tournament, in the 
very first game, hitting a 
backhand winner to take 
the 1-0 lead.

That was the only break 
point for either player in 
the first set. But Federer 
had plenty more in the sec-
ond set - five, to be exact. 
He just couldn't convert 
them.

In the tiebreaker, Fe-
derer went ahead 3-2 with 
a mini-break, but Sock got 
it back. After another to 
make it 5-4, however, it 
was nearly over. Federer 
won the final two points on 
his serve to go to 1-0 in the 
round robin.

Sao Paulo (Brazil), Nov. 
12 (IANS): Two-time For-
mula One World Cham-
pion Fernando Alonso said 
Real Madrid star Cristiano 
Ronaldo is a better foot-
baller than Argentine inter-
national Lionel Messi.

"I was born to be a Real 
Madrid fan," the 36-year-
old was quoted as saying 
by Spanish website Marca.

"For me, Cristiano 
is better than Messi. Of  
course, Messi is an incred-
ible talent but as a Real Ma-
drid fan, I'm only interested 
in Los Blancos players," 
Alonso added. 

The Spaniard also said 
he likes to watch football in 
his free time and is a big fan 
of  Real Madrid defenders 
Marcelo and Casemiro. 

D i m a p u r,  N o v.  1 2 
(EMN): 9th Assam Rifles 
under the aegis of  HQ 
IGAR (North) organised 
a friendly volleyball match 
with the local youths of  
Chizami on Nov. 11 to 
continue to carry forward 
the rich ethos and tradi-
tion of  ‘Friends of  the 
North East’. 

The volleyball team 
fielded by the youths of  
Chizami town participat-
ed in the match along with 

the team of  Assam Rifles. 
The aim of  organising the 
volleyball match was to 
nurture the sporting talent 
and encourage them to 
participate in constructive 
activities. Also, a lecture 
on ‘Say No to Drugs and 
HIV/ AIDS’ was organ-
ised to raise awareness on 
the causes, symptoms and 
preventive measures on 
the subject. The event con-
cluded with prize distribu-
tion and refreshments.

Our Correspondent
Diphu, Nov. 12 (EMN): 
The final match of  the 18th 
All Karbi Anglong Inter 
Sub Associations women 
football championship 
2017 was played between 
Tumpreng Sports Associa-
tion and Langhin Sport As-
sociation at the Dhansuri 
playground on Sunday.

Team Tumpreng even-

tually won the match 6-0.
Karbi Anglong Au-

tonomous Council, Chief  
Executive Member (CEM) 
Tuliram Ronghang, also 
the President of  Karbi An-
glong Sport Association 
(KASA)  attended the clos-
ing ceremony as the chief  
guest 

Highest scorer was 
awarded to Sonia Marak of  

Tumpreng, best goalkeeper 
to Kadomso Hansepi of  
Balipathar SA and the best 
player was awarded to Alo-
ka Swargiary.

The tournament was 
organised by Karbi An-
glong Sports Association 
(KASA) hosted by Dhans-
iri Sports Association in 
loving memory of  Larsika 
Englengpi.

Dimapur, Nov. 12 (EMN):  The second 
edition of  Manik Bhattacharjee Memo-
rial Open Night Badminton Tournament, 
2017 will be held from Dec. 15 till the 
17th  at Pranab Vidyapith Higher Second-
ary School informed a press note.

The tournament is solely for boys 

(singles) only and will start from 5 pm on-
wards. There will be two groups; Group 
A (10-16 years) and Group B (17 years 
and above). The entry fee for the tourna-
ment is INR. 300. For more information 
one can contact the following numbers: 
9774745422 and 7005576082.

Quarter final fixtures from 2 pm
Nov. 13: Barak FC vs Turaco FC 

Nov. 14: Tyrants FC vs Kohima Eagles SC
Nov. 15: New Market XI vs FC Chizami United 

Nov. 16: Foster's vs St Joseph's College

Dubai, Nov. 12 (PTI): 
Mahendra Singh Dhoni's 
voice had the usual air of  
calm as he played down 
criticism and calls for his 
retirement from T20 Inter-
nationals, saying "every-
body has their own views 
in life".

A few former India 
cricketers, including Ajit 
Agarkar, recently raised 
questions about Dhoni's 
T20 future, creating quite 
a storm in the country's 
cricketing circles.

Even former batsman 
VVS Laxman seemed to 
be on the same page as 
Agarkar on Dhoni's T20 
career.

However, the two-time 
World Cup winning cap-
tain, as is his wont, seemed 

unperturbed.
"Everybody has views 

in life and it should be re-
spected," Dhoni said when 
he was asked to comment 
on Agarkar's remarks.

Dhoni, who won the 
2007 inaugural World T20 
as captain with a young 
India team and the 2011 
ODI World Cup, struggled 
to get going as India lost 
by 40 runs in the second 
T20I against New Zealand 
in Rajkot.

T h e  3 6 - y e a r - o l d , 
though, still finds enough 
motivation wearing the 
India colours.

"The biggest motiva-
tion is being a part of  the 
Indian cricket team. You 
have seen cricketers who 
are not god-gifted, but even 

then, they have gone far. 
That's because of  the pas-
sion. The coaches need to 
find that out. Everybody 
doesn't play for the coun-
try." 

Dhoni was in the bus-
tling metropolis to launch 
his global cricket acad-
emy, inaugurating the M 
S Dhoni Cricket Acad-
emy his first international 

academy, in association 
with Dubai- based Pacific 
Ventures 

"I have always believed 
that process is more impor-
tant than results. 

I never thought about 
results, I always thought 
what is the right thing to 
do at that point of  time 
whether it's 10 runs need-
ed, 14 runs needed or 5 
runs needed.

"I was always so en-
grossed in the process that 
I never took the burden of  
thinking what if  the result 
don't go my way." 

Asked to talk about 
his trademark helicopter 
shot in front of  the ex-
cited kids and their parents, 
Dhoni said that he would 
not want a youngster to 

try such shots due to the 
chance of  getting injured.

"(It is) something I 
learnt while playing tennis 
ball cricket on the roads of  
India. It is difficult. In ten-
nis ball cricket even it's hit 
from the toe of  the bat the 
ball still travels a lot but in 
normal cricket it has to be 
the middle part of  the bat, 
so it requires a lot of  work. 
I don't want them to play 
helicopter shots because 
they could get injured." 

Dhoni retired from Test 
cricket during India's tour 
of  Australia in 2014/15 
before stepping down as 
skipper of  the limited overs 
side in 2016, allowing Virat 
Kohli to take on the mantle 
of  Indian captaincy in all 
three formats of  the game.

"I still love football a lot 
and try to play it sometimes 
too but above all, I most 
enjoy watching on TV," 
the McLaren-Honda driver 
said. 

"As I said, I'm a big fan 
of  Real Madrid and really 
like Marcelo and Casemiro, 

two great Brazilians who 
play for the club," Alonso 
added. 

Alonso, who has 97 po-
dium finishes to his name, 
said Brazil are favourites for 
him to win the 2018 FIFA 
World Cup. "Brazil and 
Spain are the best teams."

Dubai, Nov. 12 (IANS): 
The International Cricket 
Council (ICC) announced 
on Sunday the process 
for the recruitment of  
an independent 
director for the 
ICC board.

T h e  i n t r o -
duction of  an 
i n d e p e n d e n t 
d i rector,  who 
must be female, 
was approved 
b y  t h e  I C C 
full council in 
June as part of  
w ide  rang ing 
constitutional 
changes aimed 
a t  i m p r ov i n g 
the global gov-
ernance of  the 
game. The suc-
cessful  candi-
date is expected 
to have a genu-
ine passion for 
and interest in the sport 
of  cricket combined with 
recent and relevant expe-
rience at a senior level in a 
commercial, voluntary or 
public environment. 

She must be indepen-
dent of  the ICC and dur-
ing the term of  her ap-
pointment must not hold 
any office or perform any 

executive or operational 
duties for any ICC mem-
ber or state, association or 
member of  any member.

"This  i s  a  key  ap-
pointment to the ICC 

board and adding anoth-
er independent director 
-- particularly a female 
-- is an important step 
forward in improving our 

governance," 
I C C  C h a i r -
man Shashank 
Manohar said 
in a statement.

" W e  a r e 
open-minded 
about the ex-
p e r t i s e  t h e 
successful can-
didate might 
bring the table 
but they must 
be a cricket en-
thusiast who 
complements 
t h e  ex i s t i n g 
skills and expe-
rience already 
on our board," 
he added.

The inde-
pendent direc-

tor will be appointed for 
a two-year term although 
she may be re-appointed 
for two further terms with 
a maximum six year con-
secutive period of  service.

Copenhagen, Nov. 12 
(IANS): Denmark on its 
home turf  failed to over-
come Irish defenders with 
a bumbling performance in 
a game without brilliance 
in which the visitors got the 
result they wanted -- play-
ing the second leg of  the 
2018 World Cup qualifying 
Round 2 back home in 
Dublin.

The game didn't stick to 
the script: Ireland fell back 
to its own territory and set 
up a tough defence against 
the Danes' attacks, clos-
ing spaces, defending the 
0-0 tie like a treasure and 
waiting to see what moves 
Denmark would make, 
since the latter maintained 
almost full possession of  
the ball, reports Efe. 

Denmark manager Ha-
reide repeated the attack 
strategy that had thrashed 
Poland, with Cornelius 
placed to make the most of  
his physical superiority but 
without much luck. The 
Irish weren't impressed and 
knew how to isolate Erik-
sen, the Danes' brain and 
the team's top scorer.

But there was too much 
in the way of direct attacks 
and the Danes lacked the 
patience to outmanoeuver 
an Irish team without an 
excess of  talent but very 
disciplined and determined.

Even so, Denmark had 
three very clear chances in 
the first half  but was unable 
to convert any of them.

Things got no better 
for Denmark in the second 
half. Added to the difficul-
ties of breaking through the 
rival defense were errors 
brought on by too much 
hurrying and a lack of  
ideas. Only Eriksen and 
Sisto came close to structur-
ing scoring plays, but luck 
was not with them.

For the Danes the game 
went from bad to worse and 
Ireland looked quite com-
fortable, though without 
shining much on the attack.

E ve n  b r i n g i n g  o n 
Bendtner, the Danes' most 
trusted scorer over the past 
decade, could not prove to 
be a game-changer. Den-
mark was a study in impo-
tence and the game ended 
in a goalless tie.


