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In war the heroes  
always outnumber  

the soldiers ten  
to one. 

~ H. L. Mencken

The patient seen with doctors after the surgery at Faith hospital, Dimapur on Saturday.  
(The photo was taken after permission from the patient).
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Min.Max. Max.Min.
Aizawl 27° 13°
Agartala 31° 18°
Gangtok 22° 08°
Guwahati 29° 14°
Imphal 27° 10°

Itanagar 25° 12°
Shillong 22° 06°
Delhi 29° 15°
Kolkata 31° 19°
Chennai 28° 23°

 Max:  Min:
KOHIMA 24.2° 11.8°
DIMAPUR 28° 15.6°
 RF:  RH:
KOHIMA NIL 72%
DIMAPUR NIL 93%
* Rainfall (RF) * Relative humidity (RH)
Temperature in State Capitals
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Faith Hospital performs Nagaland’s 
first femoropopliteal bypass surgery 

KASHMIR ISSUE

Hope interlocutor's talks will 
provide breakthrough – Rajnath

Philippines visit symbolises India's 
vow to deepen ASEAN ties – Modi

AADHAAR RACKET 
CNTC asks govt. to 
‘re-examine’ process

Acaut warns state government about 
legalising ‘backdoor appointments’ 

Farooq Abdullah says autonomy without 
changing border is the only solution

    

NATION ENTERTAINMENT SPORTS

I am proud of who I am— Karan 
Johar on sexual orientation | P10

Delhi pollution: Minister  
asks people not to panic | P8

Pirlo joins criticism as  
Italy fears the worst  |  P11

informed. 
Buerger’s disease, briefed Dr. 

Wotsa, is an inflammation of  
small and medium sized blood 
vessels. Although any artery can 
be affected, it usually presents 
with blockages of  the arteries to 
the feet and hands, leading to pain 
and tissue damage.

“Peripheral vascular disease is 
a disease of  blood vessels of  the 
upper and lower limbs which re-
duces blood flow causing pain, 
non-healing ulcers and ultimately 
progressing to gangrene. Without 
proper treatment the patient ends 

up with amputation. Among In-
dian population Beurger's disease 
accounts for up to 40-50% of  Pe-
ripheral vascular disease”, Dr. 
Balachandran explained.  

The surgery at Dimapur’s Faith 
hospital was conducted at a cost 
of  Rs. 1 lakh, and according to the 
doctors present at the press confer-
ence, the surgery was done at the 
lowest cost possible – especially 
when compared costs accrued in 
other states of  the country.  

Beurger's disease is usually 
seen in young adults less than 50 
years of  age and is a global disease. 

Major risk factor are smoking and 
chewing tobacco while most peo-
ple with early warning symptoms 
like pain on walking ignore the 
symptoms and land up in hospi-
tal quite late when the disease has 
progressed to an advanced level 
and end up with amputation, cau-
tions the experts.  

It is regrettable that patients 
do not come early and no amount 
of  pain killer will relieve the pain, 
they pointed out while warning 
that the risk for developing Buerg-
er’s disease increases when a per-
son smoke heavily.

New Delhi, Nov. 11 (PTI): 
Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi said today that his 
visit to the Philippines from 
tomorrow to attend the In-
dia-ASEAN Summit sym-
bolises the country's com-
mitment to deepening ties 
with the ASEAN member 
states and the Indo-Pacific 
region as part of  the 'act east 
policy'.

The prime minister also 
asserted that he was con-
fident that his visit to Ma-
nila will give a new boost 
to India's bilateral relations 
with the Philippines, and 
also further strengthen the 
politico-security, economic 
and socio-cultural pillars 
of  India's engagement with 
ASEAN.

In his departure state-
ment ahead of  the three-day 
trip, Modi also gave a broad 
outline of  the events he will 
attend during his first bilat-
eral visit to the Philippines.

Apart from participating 
in the ASEAN-India and 
East Asia Summits, Modi 
would also take part in Spe-
cial Celebrations of  the 50th 
anniversary of  ASEAN, 

Regional Comprehensive 
Economic Partnership 
(RCEP) Leaders' Meeting 
and ASEAN Business and 
Investment Summit.

"My participation in 
them symbolises India's 
commitment to continue 
deepening relationship with 
ASEAN Member States, 
in particular, and with the 
Indo-Pacific region, in gen-
eral, within the framework 
of  my Government's Act 
East Policy," the prime min-
ister said.

The ASEAN Business 
and Investment Summit will 
boost the close cooperation 
to enhance trade ties with 
ASEAN member- states, 
which constitutes a signifi-
cant 10.85 per cent of  our 
overall trade, he said.

Modi said he looks for-
ward to having a bilateral 
meeting with Philippines 
president Rodrigo Duterte 
and will also have interac-
tions with other ASEAN 
and East Asia Summit 
Leaders.

He said he was also 
looking towards connecting 
with the Indian community 

in the Philippines.
Modi, in a Facebook 

post said, he will also visit 
the International Rice Re-
search Institute (IRRI) and 
Mahavir Philippines Foun-
dation Inc. (MPFI).

IRRI, through scientific 
research and development, 
has developed better qual-
ity of  rice seed and helped 
the global community in ad-
dressing food scarcity issues, 
the prime minister said.

"A large number of  In-
dian scientists are working 
in IRRI and contributing to 
R&D in this field. My cabi-
net approved on July 12, 
2017, a proposal for IRRI 
to set up its South Asia Re-
gional Centre at Varanasi. 
This will be the first Re-
search Centre by IRRI out-
side its headquarters in the 
Philippines," Modi said.

The Varanasi Centre 
would help increase farmers' 
income by enhancing and 
supporting rice productivity, 
reducing cost of  production, 
value addition, diversifica-
tion and enhancement of  
farmers' skills, he added.

Modi said his visit to 

MPFI will demonstrate In-
dia's support for its activities 
in distributing free prosthe-
sis 'Jaipur Foot' among the 
needy amputees.

Since its establishment 
in 1989, MPFI has fitted 
nearly 15,000 amputees in 
the Philippines with 'Jaipur 
Foot', making them capable 
of  living a new life, he said, 
adding that India is making 
a modest contribution to the 
foundation to support its no-
ble humanitarian activities.

The 10-member group-
ing ASEAN and India com-
prise a total population of  
1.85 billion people which 
is one-fourth of  the global 
population. The combined 
GDP has been estimated at 
over 3.8 trillion dollars.

Trade between India 
and ASEAN stood at USD 
65.04 billion in 2015-16 and 
comprises 10.12 per cent of  
India's total trade with the 
world.

The ASEAN grouping 
comprises Indonesia, Ma-
laysia, the Philippines, Sin-
gapore, Thailand, Brunei, 
Cambodia, Laos, Myanmar 
and Vietnam.

COURTING TRADITIONS

Srinagar, Nov. 11 (IANS): 
Jammu and Kashmir's 
former Chief  Minister 
Farooq Abdullah on Sat-
urday said that autonomy 
for both parts of  divided 
Kashmir without changing 
borders is the only possible 
solution to the Kashmir 
problem.

"Ours is a landlocked 
state between three nu-
clear countries including 
India, Pakistan and China. 
I, therefore, believe Azadi 
is not possible nor work-
able. The part of  the state 
under Pakistan belongs to 
them as our part belongs to 
India," Abdullah, who is 
also the National Confer-
ence President, told media 
here.

"Both India and Paki-
stan must sit together with 
the people of  both parts of  
Kashmir and work out in-
ternal autonomy for both 
parts within the existing 
borders."

Asked to comment on 
Centre's special represent-
ative, Dineshwar Sharma's 
statement that his recent 
five-day long visit was suc-
cessful and that he would 
do his best to talk to Kash-
miri separatist leadership 
as well, Abdullah said: 
"What Dineshwar Sharma 
said is not for me to com-
ment on."

"But, I believe no talks 
between Delhi and Srina-
gar would bear the desired 
result because it is an issue 
between India and Paki-
stan. These two countries 
need to sit together and 
decide the issue taking 
people of  both parts of  
Jammu and Kashmir into 
confidence," he said.

Four-lane: APO alarmed by 
‘environmental devastation’
Dimapur, Nov. 11 (EMN): 
The Angami Public Organi-
sation (APO) has expressed 
concern over what it has 
stated as “massive environ-
mental devastation” caused 
by the construction – and 
‘earth-cutting’ works – of  
the four-lane highway con-
necting Dimapur and Ko-
hima.

The community or-
ganisation issued a press 
release on Saturday raising 
concern over said develop-
ment. “While the effort of  
developing the highway is 
appreciated, regretfully the 
process of its construction 
seemed to have been un-
dertaken without consid-
erations of environmental 
impact causing total chaos. 
The ramification of callous 
and horrendous nature of  
implementing the project is 
endangering the public. 

“The concerned firm 
and the government agency 
are cautioned that com-
promising public lives and 
properties cannot be toler-
ated at any cost. As such, 
measures must be initiated 
by them effective immedi-
ately to mitigate the dismal 
situation under which the 
process of construction is 

undergoing. In connection 
to this, we are pleased to see 
the ongoing process of high-
way construction which is 
carried out competently and 
effectively between PHQ 
junction to New Police Re-
serve, Phesama by a local 
contractor without disrupt-
ing public convenience,” the 
statement read. 

The APO also an-
nounced that ‘no protest, 
agitations or disruptions” 
would be allowed during 
this festive seasonal period. 
“This is declared so keep-
ing in mind the interest and 
welfare of our society. The 
upcoming International 
Hornbill Festival will wit-
ness both International and 
domestic tourists to our 
state. 

“At the same time, 
Christmas and New Year 
festive season will also see 
people from all walks of life 
especially simple villagers 
to do their shopping for this 
valued season. Therefore, 
we must open our hearts and 
our hearths to our visitors 
without any disruptions. We 
trust that this call would be 
heeded without any malice 
and extend cooperation for 
the benefit of all,” it stated. 

Dimapur, Nov. 11 (EMN): The Acaut 
Nagaland has warned the government 
of Nagaland to desist from approving 
the regularisation of “hundreds of back-
door appointees” – as placed before the 
cabinet during its meeting at the chief  
minister’s office on Saturday. 

This was stated through a press re-
lease from Acaut on Saturday. “The cab-
inet is warned that in case it goes ahead 
with the regularisation (the outcome of  
the meeting is yet to be known), it will 
be held guilty of contempt of court since 
the HC (High Court), Kohima Bench, 
has already stayed the contentious OMs 
(office memorandums) dated 4.8.2008 
and 11.8.2016 allowing the government 
to regularise all backdoor appointments 
after 3 years of service. 

“It may be mentioned that Court had 
stayed the OMs in its interim order dated 
28.7.17 after a writ petition was filed by 
the ACAUT and PSAN challenging 
backdoor appointments made after 6th 
June 2016,” the Acaut statement read. 

It demanded that the state cabinet 
issue an immediate clarification con-
cerning at least seven points of discus-
sion contained in the ‘cabinet memo’ 
pertaining to regularisation of backdoor 
appointments.

“In case the cabinet has already 
regularised the appointees, such will be 
nothing short of killing the future of  
thousands of Naga youths for which the 
chief minister and his cabinet colleagues 
will have to bear eventual consequenc-
es,” it warned. 

Dimapur, Nov. 11 (EMN): In the backdrop of 
the Dimapur police’s arrest of criminals in-
dulging in production of fake Aadhaar cards, 
the Central Nagaland Tribes Council (CNTC) 
has questioned the state government whether 
it would accept “fresh” applications for Aad-
haar allegedly made “by using fictitious docu-
ments that had been issued mostly to many 
suspected illegal immigrants from the neigh-
bouring state of Assam”. 

A press statement from the CNTC on Satur-
day stated that the ‘Aadhaar cards seized from 
these illegal racket centres should be annulled 
and invalidated’, and also examine thoroughly 
all Aadhaar cards approved from the state.  
“We would want to see the chief minister and 
the home minister do their part as the police 
have been doing their part with the best of 
their ability. 

“Coordinated efforts should come from all 
sections as both of them had said accordingly. 
Both the chief minister and the home minister 
should also coordinate with their counterparts 
of Assam otherwise lakhs of illegal immigrants 
will be legalized and claim to be a citizen of 
India from these fake Aadhaars of made in Na-
galand state. 

“CNTC also has appealed to all colony GBs, 
chairmen and respective councils to be vigi-
lant and watchful of these activities in their lo-
calities and inform the police to take punitive 
action on these miscreants involved in such il-
legal activities,” it stated. 

Staff Reporter 
Dimapur, Nov. 11 (EMN): A 
team of  surgeons headed by a 
super specialist from Chennai – 
along with doctors from the state 
– successfully conducted the first 
femoropopliteal bypass surgery 
in Nagaland on Friday, Nov. 10 
at Faith hospital Dimapur on a 
24-year old male patient who was 
suffering from a blocked artery in 
his left leg for the last five years.

This first achievement in Na-
galand, as maintained by the sur-
geons, was announced during a 
press conference held on Saturday 
at the conference hall of  Faith 
Hospital, Dimapur. 

The team of  surgeons con-
sisted of  Dr. Saravanan Balach-
andran, M.Ch (Vascular Surgery) 
along with two surgeons of  Faith 
hospital Dimapur: Dr. Kitaka 
Wotsa and Dr. Aravind P. 

Briefing media persons on Sat-
urday about the medical history of  
the 24-year old patient, Dr. Wotsa 
reported that the patient was suf-
fering from Beurger's disease, also 
called thromboangitis obliterans, 
on his left leg for the past four-
five years. Gradually, the distance 
he could walk was forced to be 
reduced, resulting in his leaving 
school.  

 “When the patient first visited 
the hospital he was unable to even 
sleep because of  the pain, a con-
dition known as ‘rest pain’ (pain 
in the legs even when patient is 
at rest) with non-healing ulcers in 
the leg. A CT angiogram revealed 
blockage of  artery in the thigh. 
A femoropopliteal bypass was 
planned. The great saphenous 
vein was harvested from the legs 
and the blocked segment of  artery 
was bypassed, thereby restoring 
blood flow to the lower legs,” ex-
plained Dr. Wotsa. The surgery 
took five hours to complete, it was 

Union Home Minister 
Rajnath Singh on Sat-
urday said that Kashmir 
interlocutor Dineshwar 
Sharma after holding 
talks with all stakeholders 
would come out with rec-
ommendations on further 
improving the situation 
in the state, and hoped 
the efforts would provide 
some breakthrough.

He also described 
radicalisation as a "glo-
bal phenomena", and 
said India has been least 
affected by it because of  
the Muslim community's 
faith in true Islam.

He accused Pakistan 
of  destabilising India.

"Our neighbouring 
country is not desist-
ing from its mischievous 
acts. It has been trying 
to disrupt us," he said, 
speaking at an event.

Claiming that the 
situation in Jammu and 
Kashmir has improved a 
lot since the new regime 
took over in Delhi, Singh 
said: "The number of  
incidents have now low-
ered from 6000 in 1995 
to 300 today. There has 
been improvement in the 
situation. 

"Recently we have 
appointed Dineshwar 
Sharma as our Special 
Representative to Jammu 
and Kashmir. He will 
talk to all the stake hold-
ers and come out with 
recommendations that 

what steps the central 
government should take 
further to improve the 
situation," he said hop-
ing that the efforts would 
be fruitful with some 
"breakthrough".

Rajnath Singh's re-
marks came a day after 
the Union Home Min-
istry formed two new 
divisions to exclusively 
deal with emerging se-
curity challenges such as 
radicalisation and cyber 
crime.

Sharma on Friday 
concluded a five-day visit 
to Jammu and Kashmir 
and said he would return 
soon to continue his mis-
sion to hold a sustained 
dialogue process that 
includes different view-
points in the state.

On radicalisation and 
the Islamic State, the 
Minister said: "There is 
a general perception that 
radicalisation is happen-
ing. It has become a glo-
bal phenomenon. As far 
as India is concerned, it 
has the second largest 
Muslim population after 
Indonesia. Despite that, it 
has been least affected."

The BJP leader, how-
ever, gave credit to Indi-
an Muslims for rejecting 
the Islamic State and its 
ideology.

"I would like to give 
credit to followers of  Is-
lam in the country," he 
said.

A competitor spurs his buffaloes at a slush track during 
Kambala (an annual buffalo race) in Moodabidri near 
Mangalore on Saturday. Recently, the Supreme Court 
refused to pass an interim stay on the ordinance 
allowing Karnataka's traditional buffalo race. (PTI) 



National Lok Adalat settles 
33 cases in Dimapur district

Kropol exhorts VUK general meet

Lakhuti public organises fete day in aid of DBS computer lab

C-Edge College give thanks for NAAC accreditation

NU organises Childline awareness programme 

Chi-Kozabomi general session held in Pfutsero 

Revival crusade in 
Kiphire enters third day

AYO reaffirms protection of environment 

ENPO mourns
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Patel Unity & Heritage Nation 
Motorcycle expedition
Chief Minister TR Zeliagn and other civil and military 
officials will be gracing the flag off ceremony of the 
Patel Unity & Heritage Nation Motorcycle expedition of 
India – Bangladesh – Myanmmar on Nov. 13, 8:30 a.m. 
at Kenguruse Hall, HQ IGAR (North). The expedition team 
will be arriving in Kohima on Nov. 13 and will proceed to 
towards Shillong on Nov. 14.

NVFAA orientation cum conference
The Department of Animal Husbandry and Veterinary 
Services under National Livestock Mission, GOI (2016-
2017) will be organising orientation cum 18th Nagaland 
Veterinary Field Assistants’ Association (NVFAA) general 
conference on Nov. 15 and 16th  from 9 a.m.at Town Hall, 
Dimapur. All the members are requested to attend the 
programme p. Retired NVFAA members are also invited 
to attend the conference on Nov. 16. 

ANTA Zbt. raising day-cum-picnic
The All Nagaland Taxi Association (ANTA) Zunheboto 
unit will be celebrating raising day cum annual picnic on 
Nov. 18 at Nala River between Phuye Old and Surumi 
village. The release also informed that action will be taken 
against those who fail to attend according to the Yezahbo 
of the association. In view of the vent, the unit president 
has informed that there will be no taxi service on the 
day. Travellers and public are requested to bear the 
inconvenience.  All taxi drivers and owners are requested 
to attend positive.

Seminar on organic tea farming
All Nagaland Small Tea Growers’ Association (ANSTG) 
in collaboration with Tea Board India will be organising 
seminar on organic tea farming at 188, Kuda-B (Nagarjan), 
Lane-2, Dimapur, on Nov. 18 for for small tea growers 
of Nagaland. President, secretary along with one 
representative from all the district unit are requested to 
attend the seminar without fail. All Interested ANSTGA 
members from Dimapur district are also invited. Tea 
Board officials from Jorhat and Executive Director and 
officials of Tea Board India, Guwahati will be attending 
the same. 

Western Chakhesang Hoho informs 
The Western Chakhesang Hoho has informed that 
there will be consultative meet on livelihood and illegal 
immigrants issue on Nov. 15, 11 a.m. at WCBCC office, 
7th Mile village, Dimapur. Chakhesang legislators, CPO, 
CSU, CMA, CBCC, CCRCC, WCH, WCMA,, WCYO, WCGBA, 
WCBCC, WCCRCC, WCH units’ chairmen and two 
representatives, former presidents and advisors, Tenyimi 
Union Dimapur, representative from Naga Council, senior 
leaders and government officers are requested to attend 
the meeting positively and contribute their suggestions.

NEWS IN BRIEF

National Lok Adalat being conducted at district court, Dimapur on Saturday, Nov. 11.

Students presenting a song during the thanksgiving programme.

NU Women’s Studies Centre mebers with pro vice chancellor and other professors after the seminar at 
Kohima campus.

The feast father hoisting the Chi-Ko Welfare Organization flag.

Fete day being held at Lakhuti on Saturday, Nov. 11.

MLA Kropol Vitsu exhorting the Viswema Union 
Kohima general meet at Sakhrie Park, in Kohima.

Mezhusevi Zutso addressing the congregation on the third day of the 
revival and healing crusade at Kiphire town.

Dimapur, Nov. 11 (EMN):  
The Dimapur District Legal 
Services Authority during 
the conduct of  National 
Lok Adalat at the district 
court, Dimapur on Nov. 11 
settled 33 cases. The total 
settlement amount was Rs. 
43,36,616, the release in-

fromed.
The settled cases were 

said to be mostly on bank-
ing matters, public utility 
matters and Motor Accident 
Claims Tribunal (MACT), 
which yielded a significant 
number of disposal as well 
as active participation by 

the banks and public service 
providers and most impor-
tantly amenable appearance 
by the litigants.

Today’s Lok Adalat in 
the state was a great success 
with sincere cooperation 
and participation from the 
officials and representa-

Dimapur, Nov. 11 (EMN): In reitera-
tion of the Angami Youth Organisation 
(AYO) presidential council resolution 
adopted on Sep. 30 this year, with re-
gard to environment protection and the 
Aug. 7, 2010 AYO Presidential Council 
resolution adopted at Ura Academy 
Kohima, the organisation has once 
again reminded the public. 

In a press note from AYO President 
Neinguvotuo Krose and Environment 
Secretary Mhiesirieto Punyü, stated 
that in addition to the earlier resolu-
tions, certain conditions are added 

which shall be implemented effective 
immediately.

The resolutions issued by the AYO 
are as under:
1.  It is our commitment to preserve 

and protect our bio diversity.
2.  Jungle burning is strictly prohib-

ited.
3.  Total blanket banned and usage of  

air gun shall be banned and sale of  
pellets are totally discouraged.

4.  Stone crushers, quarries, car wash 
and vehicle repair workshop are 
advised to maintain maximum dis-

tance from the main highway and 
roads.

5. Relaxation of  hunting period is 
strictly a prerogative of the concern 
village and youth organizations in 
the event of any life threatening and 
livelihood matters.

6.  Defaulters shall be sternly panelised 
and penalisation shall be effected 
by the concern unit/range youth 
organisations.

7.  The resolution shall be imple-
mented in every Angami area/
jurisdiction.

Dimapur, Nov. 11 (EMN): The 
Viswema Union Kohima (VUK) 
general meeting was held at Sakhrie 
Park, Upper AG Kohima.

During the meeting, MLA 
Kropol Vistu exhorted the gathering 
while short speeches were delivered 
by former Assistant State Secretary 
NBS&G Viswedel Kin, Principal 
Secretary Menukhol John, Joint 
Development Commissioner Nosa-
zol Charles, and Central University 
Tezpur Prof. Kedilezo Kikhi. 

They speakers on various top-
ics assigned for the welfare of  the 
village. 

The programme was chaired by 
Keneikrül Noswe, Associate Pas-
tor NCRC Medochol Sothu invoke 
God’s blessing, while President VUK 
Vitsu delivered presidential address 
and vote of  thanks was delivered by 
V Mato Koso. Special male voice 
were presented by Kekhrüngol Vitsu 
and team and Native Harmony led 
by Avio Naleo.

The resource person 
Subonennba Longkumer, 
nodal director Childline 
Nagaland and governing 
Board member Childline 
India Foundation spoke 
about the organisation 
and its functions. He also 
shared issues of  children 
in difficult circumstances 
in the state replete with 

case references. 
L o n g k u m e r  a l s o 

stressed on role and func-
tions of  the Juvenile Jus-
tice (Care & protection 
of  Child) Amendment 
Act 2006 & Rules 2007 
and Child Welfare Com-
mittee. 

A short film on child 
sexual abuse was screened 

followed by interactive 
session. Seyievinuo Chüzo 
presented a special number. 
The keynote address was 
by Director of  Women’s 
Studies Centre Prof. Buno 
Zetsuvi while conclud-
ing remark and vote of  
thanks eas delivered by 
project officer, WSC, NU 
Petekhrienuo Sorhie. 

on preservation and pro-
motion of one’s culture and 
importance of  education in 
today’s world.

President Tenyimia Or-
ganisation Timikha Koza 
spoke on good principles 
and ideals towards good 
relationship with other vil-

lage and quoted, ‘let the 
welfare of  the other people 
be first’. 

Former VCC Khezhak-
eno Khalo Ladu, the feast 
father, advised the organisa-
tion to be the torch bearer in 
leading the people towards 
better prospect in dissemi-

nating the seed of unity. He 
also hoisted the flag.

Specials songs were 
presented by Ventaüalü 
Tünyi and friends, Atso-ü 
Koza and the Khezhak-
eno Women office bearers. 
Around 2000 members at-
tended the programme.

Dimapur, Nov. 11 (EMN): 
The Eastern Naga Peo-
ples Organisation (ENPO) 
is pained over the sudden 
demise of  president East-
ern Nagaland Gaon Bora 
Union (ENGBU), Dr. Thri-
dongse Sangtam, on Nov. 
11 at Tuensang. 

“He had a deep love and 
concern for the people of  
Eastern Nagaland who also 
worked very hard for forma-
tion of ENGBU. The union 
was formed on March 29 

2016 with Dr. Sangtam as 
the first president of the un-
ion. All people who knew 
him respected him, and 
for which, the ENPO shall 
always cherish the memory 
of his sincere dedication for 
his people,” the condolence 
message stated.

The ENPO conveyed 
sincere sympathy to the 
bereaved family members 
and prayed for the depart-
ed leader to rest in eternal 
peace.

Dimapur, Nov. 11 (EMN): 
The revival and healing cru-
sade under the theme “Yes 
in Christ” at Kiphire town 
entered third day. 

The speaker of  the 
evening Mezhusevi Zutso, 
literature secretary to Na-
galand Christian Revival 
Church, preached on the 
‘Understanding the Holy 
spirit.’ 

Citing from John 14: 
15- 17, the final discourse 
of Jesus teaching, who gave 
importance to the Holy 
Spirit whom, he will send 
when he goes away to be 
with us forever. “The Holy 
Spirit is the same as God in 
the trinity. The Holy Spirit 

is another of the same kind. 
Holy Spirit is a person with 
emotion, intellect and will 
and we are not grieving the 
Holy Spirit,” the speaker 
said.

He further added that 
those who are led by the 
spirit are the children of  
God.

More than 4000 belivers 
attend the third day, claimed 
the organisers. Around 50 
prayer warriors, councel-
lors and 110 volunteers are 
engaged in the crusade, the 
release infromed. 

Sunday service will 
commence from 4 p.m. with 
Rev. Dr. Neivotso Neikha as 
the speaker. 

WEATHER FORECAST IN OTHER DISTRICTS 

Max Min DP RH RF

ZBT 21.3 15 19.8 56 NIL

MON 28.4 15 14 88 NIL

TUENSANG 20 16 17.3 89 NIL

MKG 25 18.4 18.3 77 NIL

PHEK 22.2 9.8 11.7 79 NIL

KIPHIRE 21 11 13.5 98 NIL

SECHÜ ZUBZA 24 14 13 53 NIL

TSEMINYU 25 16.2 17.2 71 NIL

JALUKIE 24 10 20.5 91 NIL

MANGKOLEMBA 28.8 19.8 20.4 71 NIL

*Dew Point (DP) *Relative Humidity (RH) * Rainfall (RF)

Source: Department of Soil & Water Conservation, Nagaland 

Dimapur, Nov. 11 (EMN): 
The C-Edge College, Di-
mapur, organised a thanks-
giving programme on Nov. 
11 for being accredited by 
the National Assessment 
& Accreditation Council 
(NAAC) with Grade B, 
CGPA Score 2.16 on Oct. 
30.

On behalf  of  the Board 

of  Governors, President 
C-Edge College Moa Aier 
thanked and congratulated 
the faculty and staff  of  the 
college for putting in a tre-
mendous amount of  work 
to not only get the accredi-
tation process completed, 
but continuously striving to 
deliver the best. 

The board also thanked 

the external members of  
IQAC, alumni, parents, 
members of  the Naga 
United and Showuba vil-
lage councils, and all the 
students for their coopera-
tion and efforts. Further, he 
board appreciated the De-
partment of  Higher Educa-
tion, Nagaland University 
and the District Adminis-

tration, for their support.
Stating that this this 

is the 1st cycle accredita-
tion for the college, Aier 
expressed that the college 
shall only be improving 
in the years to come. This 
marks not an end of  a 
process, but the beginning 
of  more to be done, Aier 
added.

Dimapur, Nov. 11 (EMN): 
Keeping in mind the new 
challenges in the era of  
modern technology, the 
Lakhuti public organised 
fete day in aid of  Don Bo-
sco School, Lakhuti com-
puter lab on Nov. 11 at 
the Community Hall. The 
programme was organised 
under the theme “God 
loves a cheerful giver.” 

The chief  guest for the 
programme, Dr. William 
Humtsoe reminded the 
students that the parents 
have organized the event 
for them. He said it is man-
datory for every student to 
equip oneself  with at least 

the basics in this world of  
computer. He also appreci-
ated the public and leaders 
for coming up with the 
novel idea of  raising fund 
for such a noble cause.

Delivering welcome ad-
dress, Rev. Fr. Saji Mathew 
briefed the importance of  
setting up the computer lab 
in the school. 

The organising com-
mittee set up variety of  veg-
etable, lottery, handicraft, 
eatery and other stalls.  

A release informed that 
the fete day idea was envis-
aged by the staff  of  the 
school, initiated by active 
village elders and headed 

tives of  the banks, insur-
ance companies and various 
concern stakeholders, stated 
the realese. 

The Lok Adalat pro-
ceedings were carried out 
led by the presiding judges 
aided by conciliators, law-
yers and also the para legal 
volunteers. The proceedings 
were also conducted in local 
dialects for convenience of  
the illiterate litigants. 

Meanwhile, DDLSA 
also reminded that Lok 
Adalat is meant for amica-
ble settlement of cases based 
on the concept of  concili-
ated settlement of disputes. 
The system of Lok Adalat 
is economical and here the 
justice delivery is quick and 
effective. The National Lok 
Adalat is held bimonthly 
throughout the country and 
the respective State Legal 
Services Authoritiesserve 
as the implementing agency 
which arestatutory bodies 
constituted under the Legal 
Services Authorities Act 
1987.

Dimapur, Nov. 11 (EMN): 
The Women’s Studies Cen-
tre, Nagaland University 
organised one day seminar 
on “Creating awareness 
about Childline 1098” on 
Nov. 10 at Kohima cam-
pus.

During the seminar, 
Pro Vice Chancellor Prof. 
R C Gupta spoke on the 
global and national scenar-
io of  children. He stressed 
on the importance of  nur-
turing the young minds 
by creating and leaving 
positive impressions in 
them. He also dwelt on the 
genesis and the present sta-
tus of  the organisation and 
urged that it is not only 
the responsibility of  the 
organisation alone but it is 
for everyone to contribute 
and support towards this 
noble cause.

“Even if  one cannot 
change the world, we can 
change the world of  one 
person,” Gupta added.

Dimapur, Nov. 11 (EMN): 
The 8th General Session of  
the Chi-Ko (Chikrimi-Koz-
abomi) Welfare Organiza-
tion, Pfutsero was held on 
Nov. 11 at CBCC Ground, 
Pfutsero town.

Pastor Solhou Koza 
invoked God’s blessings 
while welcome address was 
delivered by Teisovilhou 
Koza.

Highlighted on the his-
tory and formation of  the 
organisation, Pulo Koza 
said it is formed to foster 
unity and fraternity be-
tween the two villages.

VCC Kikruma Vezota 
Kezo exhorted the gather-
ing by stating “one concept 
of  friendship is to build 
an interdependent society 
helping the one in need.”

VCC Khezhakeno Kep-
felhou Ladu spoke on value 
of  friendship, solidarity 
and also advised not to de-
nounce on neighbouring 
villages.

Retd. Secy. Sachopra 
Vero in his address stressed 

by the Illustrious Alumni 
of  the school residing in 
the village.

The organisers in a re-
lease said in this era of  
modern technology eve-

ryone is being caught up 
with the latest technologies 
which makes life easier and 

better equipping to face 
the new challenges and 
relevant in future. “This 
desire has grown deep in 
the hearts and minds of  
everyone around the world 
and the thirst for modern 
technology has not left the 
far flung villagers of  La-
khuti undisturbed either,” 
said the organisers. Also, 
they added that lack of  
monetary resources would 
not hold back their desire to 
provide equal opportunity 
to their children and with 
this Lakhuti public came 
up with the programme for 
the welfare of  the students 
of  the village.
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Vipralhou Kesiezie seen with the NEA members at the observa on of Na onal Educa on Day in Kohima on November 11.
EM Images

SI Jamir releasing the jubilee 
souvenir at the pla num 
celebra ons of Government 
Town Middle School on 
November 11.

EM Images

MLA P Longon addressing the Dimapur Khiamniungan students on the 
occasion of 25th anniversary on November 11 at Agri Expo site.

EM Images

Par cipants of Peace Count Wokha pose for a group photo at the culmina on programme on November 11. EM Images

NEA urged to formulate policy for quality education

GTMS celebrates platinum jubilee

PCW programme culminates in Wokha

BJP secretary visits State

KVYO opposes move 
to shift Hornbill venue

NSCN (IM) condoles deaths

KSUD commemorates 25th anniversary

NPCC warns of action 
against bad roads 

Our Correspondent
Kohima, Nov. 11 (EMN): 
Observing with pain on the 
present time of  uncertain-
ties and moral degradation 
in the society, an education-
ist has suggested research 
for solutions through edu-
cation as the present era is 
radically at stake.

Speaking at the ‘Na-
tional Education Day’ 
programme organised 
by the Nagaland Educa-
tion Association (NEA) at 
Modern College, Kohima, 
this morning, member of  
Nagaland Public Service 
Commission and retired 
Director of  SCERT, Vipral-
hou Kesiezie, emphasised 
on the need to bring about 
transformation in the soci-
ety, which he said, could 
only happen through edu-
cation alone. 

In the absence of  any 
education policy in the 
State, Nagaland Education 
Association was urged to 
formulate a concrete Na-
galand education policy to 
provide quality and better 
education for tomorrow.

He noted with pain on 
the system of corruption 
in all segments viz. educa-
tion, health, politics, legal, 

10th Death Anniversary
of Lt. Vazhühu-ü Rio (w/o Rükhier Rio)

Died on 12/11/2007
od saw you getting tired but a cure was not to be. 
So He put His arms around you and whispered, 
"Come to me". A golden heart stopped beating, 

hard working hands at rest, God broke our hearts to 
prove us that He only takes the best.

Today it’s been 10 years since you left us Azuo, but 
our hearts still ache with sadness any many tears still 
�ow. We hold you close within our hearts and there you 
will remain. To walk with us throughout our lives, until 
we meet again.

Fondly remembered by:
Husband, Children, In Laws, Grandchildren,  

Great Grandchildren, Great Great Grandchildren  
and all family members.K-1443

2 Corinthians 5-8
“We are Confident, yes, well 

pleased rather to be absent from 
the body and to be present with the 

Lord.”

We, the bereaved family members of 
Lt. Pukhalu Achumi of Shena Old 
Village would like to express our 

heartfelt gratitude and sincere thanks to each 
and every Individuals, Unions, Organizations, 
Churches, friends and well wishers who stood and 
comforted us through your constant presence, 
prayer, material & �nancial assistance during the 
brief illness and demise of our beloved father, 
grandfather on 8th Nov' 2017 at Dimapur. 

We convey our special thanks to: 

(1) Thahekhu Village Baptist Church (Block-7) 
(2) Thilixu 'B' Akukuhou 
(3) Thilixu 'B' Akukuhou (Women Deptt.) 
(4) Thilixu 'B' Akukuhou (Youth Deptt.) 
(5) Khehokhu Baptist Akukuhou 
(6) Shena Old Union Dimapur Area 
(7) Shena Old Union Kohima 
(8) Alaphumi Union Dimapur 
(9) Aloni Group Dimapur 

We deeply regret our inability to thank 
each and every individual but pray that 
Almighty God bless you all abundantly in his 
own bountiful ways. 

Loving Wife, Children,  
In-Laws & Grandchildren 

ACKNOWLEDGEMENT 

2 Corinthians 5-8
“We are Confident, yes, well 

pleased rather to be absent from 
the body and to be present with the 

Lord.”

2 Corinthians 5-8
“We are Confident, yes, well 

pleased rather to be absent from 
the body and to be present with the 

Lord.”

2 Corinthians 5-8
“We are Confident, yes, well 

pleased rather to be absent from 
the body and to be present with the 

Lord.”
D-4798

media, social, business 
etc. where jobs, business, 
services etc are only for the 
privileged people and not 
for the common people. 

Kesiezie also lament-
ed that the influence of  
money, muscle power, 
extortion and gun culture 
have influenced and de-
stroyed the Naga society. 
He commented that “our 
Naga society today is no 
different from the animal 
called ‘pig.”

‘People in power are 
getting more and more 

whereas the poor people in 
the society have been total-
ly forgotten and deprived 
of  even their minimum 
due shares. The culture we 
have in our society today 
is not only strange but not 
sustainable as well,’ said 
Kesiezie.

Noting with regret on 
the situation of  total confu-
sion and chaos, he asserted, 
‘it is a time for everyone to 
honestly reassess ourselves 
and plan for a change in or-
der to bring about a culture 
which would be relevant 

and sustainable for the 
survival of  the Nagas as a 
people.’

In order to transform 
the situation of  ‘chaos and 
disorder’ into a ‘decent so-
ciety,’ Kesiezie maintained 
that it is important to edu-
cate and train ‘our’ chil-
dren to be better human 
beings with character and 
a human heart for the wel-
fare of  the society.

Stating that it is through 
education which can pre-
pare and equip children 
of  the present generation 

to face the challenges of  
the future with confidence 
and competence, Kesiezie 
opined that it is not fair to 
remain silent spectators 
and allow the future gen-
eration to inherit the legacy 
of  shame unprepared.

In doing so, Kesiezie 
was optimistic that it will 
create opportunities for the 
future generation towards 
progress and development. 
He also opined that the 
Naga society today needed 
‘a new philosophy, a new 
breed of  leaders, a new 

concept of  development’ 
for the people and the soci-
ety in general.

Delivering the keynote 
address, NEA publicity 
and information secretary, 
Visiezolie Yashü, informed 
that the association has 
observed the national edu-
cation day for the second 
time in the State as a mark 
of  respect and to commem-
orate the birth anniversary 
of  freedom fighter and in-
dependent India’s first edu-
cation minister, Maulana 
Abdul Kalam Azad.

While stating that the 
primary purpose of  the as-
sociation was to spread the 
message that ‘education 
to every section of  soci-
ety’ and universalisation of  
education, he called upon 
the education institutions 
in the State to join hands 
and observe the National 
Education Day.

He also assured that the 
association would pressu-
rise the State government 
to formulate a concrete Na-
galand education policy to 
provide quality and better 
education for tomorrow.

Marking the event, the 
association has also re-
leased its constitution. 

Dimapur, Nov. 11 
(EMN): Nagaland 
Pradesh Congress Com-
mittee (NPCC) has 
warned to initiate neces-
sary action deemed fit be-
ginning from December 1 
in the event the State gov-
ernment fails to redress 
the worsening road condi-
tions in the State.

While appreciating the 
ongoing four lane road 
works between Dimapur 
and Kohima, NPCC presi-
dent K Therie said the 
slow pace of  work has 
become intolerable. He 
claimed that the journey 
which normally took two 
hours in the past has now 
come to take 3 to 4 hours. 
Besides, he claimed that 
the road has become dan-
ger because of  mud which 
makes it slippery during 
rains and blinding dust 
when dry. 

While considering the 
inconveniences both for 
small cars and heavy ve-
hicles, Therie stated that 
it is the responsibility of  
contractors to ensure good 
roads free from pollution 
and potholes. He claimed 
that air pollution created 

by the dusty roads has af-
fected all roadside hotel-
iers and dwellers unfit to 
live in. 

Therie has also urged 
the BRO to ensure normal 
activities, adding the knee-
deep potholes between Di-
mapur and Chumukedima 
and pollution created by 
the roads should be imme-
diately corrected.

Stating that State 
government should not 
remain a helpless specta-
tor, he urged all agencies 
to gear up and restores 
the road. He has also ex-
pressed concerned on the 
lack of  proper drainage. 

Therie has also 
termed as ‘foolish’ for 
dismantling Walford 
Bridge without time 
frame work plan, which 
according to him was in 
total disregard for pub-
lic convenience. He has 
urged to immediately re-
pair the half  Nagarajan 
bridge for light vehicles. 

He has further urged 
the administration to 
shoulder responsibility in 
their respective jurisdic-
tions to ensure road safety, 
security and cleanliness.

Staff Reporter
Dimapur, Nov. 11 
(EMN): Government 
Town Middle School 
(GTMS) today celebrated 
its platinum jubilee with 
SI Jamir, Advisor of  Ur-
ban Development, as the 
chief  guest.

Speaking on the occa-
sion, Jamir said that under 
the centrally aided scheme 
of  project Atal Mission 
for Rejuvenation and 
Urban Transformation 
(AMRUT), schools would 
overcome the situation of  
flooding during summer 
months which normally 
disrupts the normal func-
tioning of  the school. 

Our Correspondent
Wokha, Nov. 11 (EMN): A two-
day event to promote peace titled 
‘Peace Count Wokha’ (PCW) 
culminated with a painting com-
petition for students of  Class VII 
and VIII.

Among 19 participants from 
different schools and youth fel-
lowships, Chichanbemo M 
Tsanglao of  DBHSS, Wokha, 

was adjudged the winner of  the 
painting competition. Abenthung 
T Yanthan of  Cistus School, 
Wokha, and Mhayani LOtha of  
LMS, Wokha, were declared as 
the first runner-up and the sec-
ond runner-up respectively.

In the poetry competition 
for Class IX and X students, 
Thungchanbeni T Ngullie of  
LMS, Wokha, was declared the 

winner, while Bendangmenla 
Ozukum of  Ao Baptist Church, 
Wokha, and Epurhoni T Ovung 
of  Mt. Sinai School, Wokha, 
were declared winners in the sec-
ond and third positions respec-
tively.

In the essay writing competi-
tion for Classes XI and above, 
Zuchobeni S Ezung of  Forest 
Youth Fellowship was declared 

the winner. Roney Odyuo of  
Nepali Baptist Church, Wokha, 
and Imkongienla of  Ao Baptist 
Church, Wokha, were declared 
winners in the second and third 
positions respectively.

In the football for peace tour-
nament (peace fiesta), Don Bosco 
School emerged as the champion, 
while Saron Youth Fellowship 
was declared the runners-up.

Dimapur, Nov. 11 
(EMN): BJP national 
general secretary and in-
charge of  North East (NE) 
and Jammu & Kashmir 
(J&K), Ram Madhav, has 
conveyed about the Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi’s 
seriousness on resolving 
the vexed Naga political 
issue which would be a 
win-win situation for Na-
galand. 

In order to find a last-
ing solution to the long-
standing vexed Naga issue, 
he said the Prime Minister 
had initiated dialogues 
with NSCN (IM) and sub-
sequently with six NPGs. 
He expressed hope that 
NSCN (K) would also 
make up their minds to-
wards resumption of  the 
ceasefire with the Govern-
ment of  India in the larger 
interest of  the Naga public.

A press release issued 
by the State BJP general 
secretary Eduzu Theluo 
stated that Ram Madhav 
had also informed about 
the Prime Minister’s genu-
ine concern for bringing 
lasting peace and develop-

ment in the state of  Naga-
land.

With regards to the 
NPF’s severing ties with 
the BJP in Nagaland, Ram 
Madhav said they have 
been in alliance with NPF 
for the last more than two 
decades. 

He has also taken note 
about the current crisis 
within the ruling NPF par-
ty in Nagaland, He, how-
ever, refused to make any 
comment as it was internal 
matter of  the NPF party. 

Ram Madhav also 
called on the chief  minis-
ter, TR Zeliang, at the lat-
ter’s official residence on 
November 8. 

Ram Madhav visited 
the State on November 7 
and 8 in connection with 
the upcoming State gener-
al elections where he met 
the State BJP leaders and 
cadres in Kohima. 

During his two-day 
stay at the State capital, he 
reviewed overall situation 
in the State and impressed 
upon the party workers to 
work hard to form the next 
government in the State. 

Dimapur, Nov. 11 
(EMN): Reacting to the 
alleged State govern-
ment’s decision to shift 
the Hornbill Festival to 
Dimapur citing security 
reasons, Kohima Vil-
lage Youth Organisation 
(KVYO) has threatened 
to ban all Hornbill func-
tions in Kohima city dur-
ing the celebration.

Informing that the 
Hornbill Festival func-
tions were confined only 
in Kohima without any 
security threat for years, 
KVYO wanted to know 
the security lapses during 
the night Hornbill Festi-
val at any venue spread 
across different locations.

KVYO president, 
Medozhatuo Rutsa, and 

the general secretary, 
Ruokuoneitso Kire, have 
warned the State govern-
ment of  any plan to shift 
the Hornbill Festival out 
of  Kohima.

“KVYO is not op-
posed of  spreading 
Hornbill festival to other 
districts, but government 
citing security reasons is 
unreasonable and unbe-
coming of  a State govern-
ment who run the affairs 
of  the day to day,” the 
statement added.

In the event of  shift-
ing the venue from Ko-
hima city, KVYO has 
decided to ban all the 
night activities in Ko-
hima city during the 
Hornbill Festival from 
December 1 to 10.

Dimapur, Nov. 11 (EMN): 
NSCN (IM) has condoled 
the demise of  its tatar, L 
Lokho Potsomai from La-
khamei village under Shep-
oumaramth Region on No-
vember 8 after a prolonged 
illness. 

NSCN (IM) press re-
lease issued by MIP stat-
ed that Lokho Potsomai 
joined the Naga army 
on May 5, 1995. It has 
described him as a God 
fearing national worker 
who remained steadfast 
in his commitment for the 
national cause and also 
served as deacon at the 
CHQ church, Hebron, un-
til his demise. It lamented 
that his demise has created 
huge void in the national 
service which would be dif-
ficult to fill. 

NSCN (IM) has also 

mourns the untimely de-
mise of  Major Shamah Ra-
man, son of  Maiteo Ram-
an of  Phalee village under 
Wung Tangkhul Region of  
Operation Blue Sky, Naga 
Army, who breathed his 
last on November 8 after a 
brief  illness while on duty. 
He joined the national 
service on August 8, 1993. 

The Office of  the 
Longvibu, GHQ, Naga 
Army, in paying homage 
and as a mark of  tribute to 
the departed senior Naga 
Army officer bestowed 
upon him posthumously 
the rank of  Lieutenant 
Colonel. 

It has conveyed condo-
lence to the bereaved fami-
lies of  the two departed na-
tional workers and prayed 
for their souls to rest in 
eternal peace.

Staff Reporter 
Dimapur, Nov. 11 (EMN): 
Khiamniungan Students’ 
Union Dimapur (KSUD) 
commemorated its 25th 
anniversary on the theme 
“Surge in unison” on No-
vember 11 at Agri Expo, 
Dimapur, with MLA P 
Longon as the chief  guest 
and S Chonta, member of  
Nagaland Public Service 
Commission (NPSC) as 
the guest of  honour. 

Chonta, in his speech, 
reminded that major land 
of  the Khiamniungan 
community was trans-
ferred into Myanmar 
without the consent of  the 
community. However, he 
has expressed elation as 
the community is working 
in unison despite the land 
being bifurcated between 
two countries. 

“We should not con-
sider that we are living and 
divided into two countries, 
but believe that two coun-

“It is a situation faced 
by the entire State and I 
hope it will help not just 
the school but the State,” 
he said. 

Stating that the school 
was one of  the oldest 
learning institutes not just 
in Dimapur but in the en-
tire State, the chief  guest 
urged the school authority 
to endeavour in order to 
make the school as one of  
the most important learn-
ing centres in Nagaland. 

He has congratulated 
everyone especially the 
elders of  United Colony, 
who have given their best 
to improve the institution. 
He also appealed the stu-

dents to be in a position 
to compete with others 
to become leaders of  the 
State. 

SDEO, Dimapur, T 
Kiyelu Yepthomi, and 
chairman of  United Colo-
ny G Kits, also addressed 
the gathering. 

A brief  history of  the 
school was also shared by 
Megolhubino, the school 
head teacher. It was men-
tioned that the school first 
started in 1942 as Assa-
mese Vernacular Govern-
ment Middle School. The 
classes were subsequently 
upgrad through the years 
in 1978, 1981, 1987 and in 
2013 to Standard VIII. 

tries are living in one place 
in unison and the NGOs 
must work towards main-
taining peace in the border 
area,” Chonta said.  

The bureaucrat, while 
paying homage to the 
pioneers of  the KSUD, re-

minded the students com-
munity that jubilee is a 
time to forgive and forget 
the past bitterness. 

“The jubilee theme it-
self  conveys message of  
oneness and therefore the 
community should believe 

in the spirit of  oneness,” 
encouraged the guest of  
honour.

Longon, in his address, 
urged the students to in-
volve themselves in social 
activities so that they con-
nect with people and not 
confine themselves only 
in their academic. Educa-
tion, he said, should not be 
confined only on academic 
knowledge but leave room 
for survival while getting 
connected with the world 
by engaging and strive to 
be a quality leader and not 
quantity.   

“The KSUD 25th an-
niversary holds a signifi-
cant day in my life as I 
celebrate my 25th wedding 
anniversary this year,” ex-
pressed Longon. 

“It is time to retrospect 
where we have gone wrong 
and achieve, and rectify 
the wrongs and take our 
achievements forward,” 
stated the legislator.  
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Kovind to inaugurate 8th

Manipur Sangai Festival 

MHJU picks editor of ‘The Cham’ as its new president Assam includes GST in Class 
XII economics curriculum

Congress urges EC to hold  
by-polls in two Arunachal seats

APSC scam: 21 held so far, 
search on for four more — DGP

NIT Agartala to set up rubber, bamboo research centres Arunachal Indian territory, others’ 
views don’t matter — Sitharaman

Our Correspondent                  
Imphal, Nov. 11 (EMN): 
President of  India Ram 
Nath Kovind will inaugu-
rate the 8th Manipur Sangai 
Festival on Nov. 21, said Dr. 
Sapam Ranjan, chairman 
of  Tourism Corporation 
Manipur Limited. 

Stating that this year, the 
people of Manipur will wit-
ness a grand festival. He said 
that the goal of the festival  
was to ‘double the number 
of attendees.’ This year the 
festival will be held at differ-
ent venues  including Hatta 
Kangjeibung, Khuman 
Lampak Sports Complex 
in Imphal east district and 
Lamboi Khongnangkhong 
in Imphal west district and 
at Sendra, Takmu water 
Sports Complex and Keibul 
in Bishnupur district. 

The festival is expected 
to welcome 50,000 attend-
ees including national lead-
ers, policy makers, industry 
experts, business delegates 
and exhibitors from over 20 
countries. 

To make the festival a 
success and to promote Ma-
nipur tourism, marketing 
and publicity campaign for 
the festival have been ex-
panded in different cities all 
over India through multiple 
platforms including print 
and digital, social media, 
radio, television, billboards 
and other on-site publicity 

activities engaging airports 
and metro trains etc., he 
added. 

He further said that be-
fore the inauguration of the 
festival, a half  marathon 
and other races will be con-
ducted in the morning fol-
lowed by a curtain raiser at 
Keibul Lamjao by the Chief  
Minister N. Biren Singh in 
the afternoon on Novem-
ber 19. The inaugural func-
tion will take place at Hatta 
Kangjeibung on November 
21, 2017, where cultural 
activities of  the different 
communities of  the State 
and other States of India as 
well as International artists 
and cultural troupe will take 
place throughout the festi-
val at the Bhagyachandra 
Open Air Theatre (BOAT). 
Besides photography exhibi-
tion, MTF World War II ex-
hibition, flower show, theme 
parks, food stall and other 
entertainment programmes 
will also be a part of  the 
showcase at the main venue. 
Indigenous sports and fun 
activities for children will be 
conducted at the Khuman 
Lampak sports complex. 

The venue at Lamboi 
Khongnangkhong will host 
biggest number of commer-
cial stalls from Manipur, dif-
ferent states of the country 
and abroad in addition to 
tethered Hot Air Balloons 
which will be the main at-

traction. 
Mapal Kangjeibung will 

host exciting polo matches 
between teams from Ma-
nipur representing India 
and other countries. On 
Nov. 26, a boat race (Hi-
yang Tannaba) will be held 
at the South-Western part 
of the Kangla Moat where 
boat racers dressed in indig-
enous attires will compete 
at the race, the Chairman 
added. To showcase the 
immense tourism poten-
tial of  Loktak Lake and 
its adjoining areas, cultural 
event with a theme centred 
on the culture of  Loktak 
Lake, modern polo and the 
endangered brow-antlered 
deer (Sangai) will be held 
on the evening of  Nov. 22 
and 23rd r at Takmu Water 
Sports Complex at Loktak 
Lake along with several wa-
ter activities in Bishnupur 
District.

He also said that for the 
first time, the state is going 
to host the North East De-
velopment Summit during 
the Manipur Sangai Festival 
to develop the North East 
Region with special focus on 
Manipur by inviting inves-
tors and other stakeholders 
from across India and other 
countries to explore business 
opportunities in Manipur. 
The summit will be inau-
gurated by the President of  
India, Ram Nath Kovind on 

Nov. 21.
Keeping in view of the 

large traffic volume expect-
ed during the festival, the 
State Police Department has 
charted out routes to ease 
the traffic movement. 

CCTV cameras will be 
installed at all the main 
venues. In view of the mul-
tiple venues at this edition 
of  the festival, the Tour-
ism Department has or-
ganised a free shuttle serv-
ice, comprising 40 Tata 
Wingers fitted with GPS 
devices to shuttle between 
the four main venues  Hat-
ta Kangjeibung, Khuman 
Lampak Sports Complex 
in Imphal East district and 
Mapal Kangjeibung, Lam-
boi Khongnangkhong in 
Imphal West District. 

The Tourism Depart-
ment will also be offering 
free Wi-Fi services in and 
around the main venue 
at  Hatta Kangjeibung 
through Reliance Jio to 
cater the needs of  the par-
ticipants.

The Tourism Depart-
ment will issue identity cards 
for those media persons 
without DIPR identity card. 
However, media persons 
having DIPR Identity cards 
will be given free entry to 
the venues this year as a step 
towards giving increases me-
dia coverage to the festivals, 
he added.

Guwahati, Nov. 11 (IANS) :The 
Assam Higher Secondary Educa-
tion Council (AHSEC), the re-
gional board for holding Class 
XII examinations in the state, has 
decided to introduce the GST in 
its curriculum from the current 
academic year.

AHSEC Secretary Kamaljyoti 
Gogoi confirmed this on Saturday 
and added that the decision was 
taken to introduce basics of  the 
Goods and Services Tax (GST) in 
the higher secondary second year 
curriculum for the students, who 
opt for economics as one of  the 
subjects.

“From now on, a chapter on 
basics of  GST will be introduced 
in the macro economics section of  
the curriculum for higher secondary 
second year economics students.”

Gogoi added that Hiranya Ku-
mar Nath, economics professor, 
Sam Houston State University, US, 

has prepared the chapter on GST. 
“The introduction of  the chap-

ter on GST is not only to encourage 
the students to get a thorough idea 
and knowledge on GST but also to 
clear the confusion over GST that 
prevails among the common people 
of  the state,” said Gogoi.

“The students, who are going 
to appear in the higher secondary 
second year (+2) examination this 
year, are likely to answer five to ten 
marks on GST in their examina-
tions. 

The chapter includes informa-
tion about the country which im-
plemented GST for the first time, 
the countries which follow GST tax 
regime in the world and how tax is 
collected through GST,” he added.

Assam became the first state in 
the country last year to ratify the 
Constitution Amendment Bill on 
GST after the Lok Sabha passed the 
Bill in December last year.

Itanagar, Nov. 11 (PTI): The Congress in 
Arunachal Pradesh today urged the Elec-
tion Commission to announce by-election 
dates for two Assembly constituencies in 
the state that are vacant for several months.
The constituencies are Pakke-Kessang in 
East Kameng district and Likabali in Lower 
Siang district.

State Congress president Takam Sanjoy, 
in a letter to Chief Election Commissioner 
Achal Kumar Joti, said Pakke-Kessang (ST) 
Assembly constituency has been vacant since 
February 8 this year.

The seat fell vacant after former deputy 
chief minister and the then MLA Kameng 
Dolo lost his Assembly membership follow-
ing a Supreme Court ruling.

According to the Constitution, the by-

election to an Assembly segment should be 
completed within six months.

“The delay caused by your good office 
for not announcing the by-poll even after 
the expiry of six months is unprecedented, 
arbitrary and against the Constitutional 
provision,” Sanjoy wrote in his letter.Though 
the Election Commission had announced 
by-poll to the constituency on July 29 this 
year, it was cancelled because of bad weather 
in the state at that time.

In the letter, the APCC president also 
pointed out that Likabali seat also fell vacant 
after the death of  Health Minister Jomde 
Kena on September 4 this year. The party 
urged the chief  election commissioner to 
club the by-elections for both the vacant seats 
and order elections at the earliest.

Guwahati, Nov. 11 (PTI): 
Police have arrested 21 peo-
ple in connection with the 
cash-for-job scam in the 
Assam Public Service Com-
mission (APSC) and are on 
the lookout for four more 
civil services officials alleg-
edly involved in it, DGP 
Mukesh Sahay said today.

Police had earlier iden-
tified 25 officers of  the 
2015 batch who had bribed 
APSC officials to get jobs 
through doctored answer 
scripts.Of  the 25 officials, 
13 are in Assam Civil Serv-
ices, seven are in Assam 
Police Services and the rest 
are in allied civil services.

“We have arrested 21 
serving civil services offi-
cials so far. All of them have 
been sent to 14-day police 
remand.Further probe is 
on,” Sahay told PTI.“We 
are looking for the remain-
ing four officials. They are 
evading arrest,” he added.
Police had on November 
8 arrested 16 civil services 
officials in connection with 
the cash-for-job scam in the 

tainted APSC in one of the 
biggest crackdowns against 
corruption in the state in 
recent times.

The DGP said  the 
probe was going in the 
right direction in the “most 
transparent” manner un-
earthing “reliable, ad-
missible and acceptable” 
evidence.Former APSC 
chairman Rakesh Kumar 
Paul was arrested on No-
vember 4 last year after the 
arrest of  its two members 
-- Samedur Rahman and 
Basanta Kumar Doley.

APSC Assistant Con-
troller of Examinations Pa-
bitra Kaibarta was nabbed 
later.Subsequently, more 
officials and persons were 
arrested in connection with 
the job scam, for which 
the previous Tarun Gogoi 
government has come in 
for criticism from various 
quarters.Sahay had earlier 
informed that at least Rs 
50 lakh in cash was seized 
from Paul and some of his 
“benami” properties identi-
fied.

Agartala, Nov. 11 (IANS): The 
National Institute of  Technology, 
Agartala, (NITA) has initiated 
steps to set up rubber and bamboo 
research centres to boost industries 
and employment in the northeast-
ern region, a top official said here 
on Saturday.

“As Tripura is the second larg-
est rubber producer in India, after 
Kerala, a viable rubber research 
centre can be set up in the NITA 
to boost the rubber cultivation, in-
dustries and employment,” NITA 
Director Ajoy Kumar Roy told the 
media.

“Like other northeastern states, 
Tripura is a good bamboo growing 
area and a bamboo research centre 
is also necessary for the same pur-
pose. A huge variety of  bamboo 
are growing in Tripura, Mizoram 
and other northeastern states,” he 
added.

Bamboo is also known as 
“green gold” in the northeastern 
region.

With over 75,000 hectares of  
land under plantation, Tripura pro-
duces over 60,000 tonne of  rubber 
annually. The market value of  the 
rubber produced in the state is over 

Rs 650 crore, of  which 90 per cent 
is send outside the state earning 
about Rs 620 crore.

India’s second industrial rub-
ber park has come up in Tripura’s 
Bodhungnagar area to boost the 
polymer industry.

The state government has also 
been developing India’s first Bam-
boo Park at Bodhungnagar indus-
trial estate, 25 km north of  here, at 
a cost of  Rs 30 crore on 100 acres 
of  land to help expand bamboo-
based industries.

Roy, who got Padma Shri this 
year for his outstanding contribu-

tion in science and engineering, 
said: “In quest of  effective industri-
al collaboration, NITA has signed 
Memorandum of  Understanding 
(MoU) with three corporate and 
training institute.

“These are Oil and Natural 
Gas Corporation, North Eastern 
Electric Power Corporation and 
Bangalore-based iBuild.”

He said that another MoU was 
signed between NITA and IIT 
Madras. These MoU would assist 
NITA to collaborate academic and 
research activities in the areas of  
mutual interest.

Gandhinagar, Nov. 11 
(IANS): Arunachal Pradesh 
is Indian territory and the 
opinion of  others on the 
issue is not a concern for 
India, Defence Minister 
Nirmala Sitharaman said on 
Saturday, days after China 
objected to her visit to the 
state.

Asked about China’s ob-
jection to her recent visit to 
Arunachal Pradesh, the De-
fence Minister said: “What 
is the problem? There is no 
problem here. It is our terri-
tory, we will go there.”

“We are not concerned 
with someone else’s opinion 
on this,” she added.

Sitharaman visited a 
forward army post in Aru-
nachal Pradesh on Novem-
ber 5 to take stock of  the 
defence preparedness and 
the situation along the Line 
of Actual Control (LAC).

China had the next day 
reacted angrily to the vis-
it, saying the visit to the 

“disputed” region would 
not be conducive to peace 
on the border. China has 
maintained that Arunachal 
Pradesh is a part of  south 
Tibet, a claim which is not 
accepted by India.

Asked if  the issue of  
giving shelter to Dalai Lama 
and the Tibetan refugees 
was a bone of contention in 
India-China relations, the 
minister said every issue has 
its own “weight”.

“A relationship can’t be 
made or broken over one 
issue. Every subject has its 
own weight,” she said at a 
press conference here.

The minister is cam-
paigning in Gujarat for 
the coming assembly elec-
tions.

On the issue of  Kulb-
hushan Jadhav, a former Na-
val officer who was arrested 
in Pakistan and accused of  
spying, the minister said In-
dia was making all efforts to 
get him back, and added that 

if Pakistan allowed his wife 
to visit him, it would be a 
good humanitarian gesture.

“The case of Kulbhush-
an Jadhav is pending in the 
International Court and 
India is making all efforts 
so that he is released. I don’t 
know what is the position on 
Pakistan allowing his wife 
to visit him, but it would 
be good as a humanitarian 
consideration, and it will 
help in boosting his morale,” 
she said.

Speaking on Jammu and 
Kashmir, the minister said 
the state government was 
taking steps to rein in ter-
rorism, and lauded the state 
police for its actions. 

“In the last one year, you 
have seen that stone-pelting 
has almost stopped and I 
want to give credit to the 
Jammu and Kashmir Police. 
The state government is an 
elected government and they 
are visiting villages to resolve 
these issues,” she said.

NEWS IN BRIEF
ZNP demands Lal 
Thanhawla’s resignation
Aizawl, Nov. 11 (PTI): Opposition 
Zoram Nationalist Party (ZNP) today 
demanded the resignation of  Mizoram 
Chief Minister Lal Thanhawla for failing 
to give information about owning land 
in Kolkata and before the Election Com-
mission orders him to resign. ZNP Youth 
President Lalmuanpuia Punte told report-
ers that Lal Thanhawla owned a plot of  
land in Kolkata where he is constructing 
a building. Punte alleged that while Lal 
Thanhawla registered the land in his name 
on August 30, 2013, he failed to mention 
it in the affidavit while filing nominations 
for the 2013 state assembly polls. “The 
chief  minister, while filing nominations 
on November 8, 2013, failed to give in-
formation about owning a plot of land in 
Kolkata which contravened section 125 A 
of the Representation of the People Act, 
1951,” he said. 
 

Law and order has col-
lapsed in Tripura — 
Meenakshi Lekhi
Agartala, Nov. 11 (PTI): Bharatiya Janata 
Party MP Meenakshi Lekhi today alleged 
that law and order has “collapsed” in 
Marxist ruled Tripura.“Law and order 
has collapsed in Tripura and people have 
no right to their lives and property. Com-
mon people, specially women are now 
target of attacks by the cadres of CPI-M,” 

Lekhi said. A three member delegation 
of BJP s parliamentary team, comprising 
Lekhi, Saroj Pande and Prahlad Singh 
Patel arrived here today. The team visited 
different parts of the state and spoke to the 
people.Lekhi said she and other members 
of the party would raise in Parliament the 
incidents of attack on people by CPI-M 
cadres, especially on women in Tripura.

Approach NCM, SC 
tells petitioner seeking 
minority status for Hindus
New Delhi, Nov. 11 (IANS): The Su-
preme court on Friday asked a PIL pe-
titioner seeking that Hindus be declared 
as minority community in eight states to 
approach the National Commission for 
Minorities. The bench headed by Justice 
Ranjan Gogoi permitted PIL petitioner 
and BJP leader Ashwini Kumar Upad-
hyay withdraw his petition and approach 
the NCM as he urged the court to declare 
that Hindus were a minority community in 
eight states including Jammu and Kashmir 
and Punjab. Upadhyay has referred to 
December 18, 1992 resolution of the UN 
General Assembly and a judgment of the 
top court to back his plea seeking that Hin-
dus be declared minority in the eight states 
- Jammu & Kashmit, Punjab (with 38 
per cent of the population), Lakshdweep 
(2.5 per cent), Mizoram (2.75 per cent), 
Nagaland (8.75 per cent), Meghalaya 
(11.5 per cent), Manipur (31 per cent) and 
Arunachal Pradesh (29 per cent).

Media should be agents of social change — IFS officer 

Dimapur, Nov. 11 (EMN): 
The directorate of  Field 
Publicity, Ministry of Infor-
mation and Broadcasting,  
regional office (Nagaland 
and Manipur region) today 
organised a regional work-
shop for field officers at the 
directorate of Agriculture in 
Imphal. This was stated in a 
press note issued by one of  
the organisers. 

Addressing the function 
as the Chief  Guest, Addl. 
Principal CCF & OSD/ For-
est & Environment, L. Baite, 
(IFS) called upon all sections 
of  the media to be agent 
of  social change.  He em-

phasised the need to high-
light the plight and needs 
of the marginalised groups, 
especially farmers. While 
lauding the media in being 
instrumental in dissemi-
nating useful information 
to the public, L. Baite also 
exhorted the media to reach 
out to the grassroots and 
analyse their conditions and 
highlight it to the larger audi-
ence and the mainstream. 

Dwelling on the need 
to streamline agriculture in 
Northeast, the chief  guest 
underscored the need to 
initiate a kind of  a green 
revolution in the Northeast. 

Pointing out that women 
constitute a large portion of  
the Agriculture workforce 
in northeast, he also felt the 
need to introduce women 
friendly agricultural tools 
and equipments. The Addl. 
Principal CCF also under-
scored the need to introduce 
High Yielding Variety seeds 
suitable to the soil and ter-
rain of Northeast as most of  
the agricultural lands are not 
irrigated and mostly rain fed.  

Regional Director of  
DFP (N&M), Mangjangam 
Touthang in his keynote 
address is said to have  in-
formed that government of  

India is according high prior-
ity for welfare of the farmers 
and is implementing several 
farmers’ welfare schemes to 
revitalize agriculture sector 
and to improve their eco-
nomic conditions. 

Further it mentions 
that the Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi has given 
the clarion call on the need 
to increase agricultural pro-
ductivity with overall wel-
fare of  farmers, therefore 
Ministry has been renamed 
as Ministry of  Agriculture 
and Farmers Welfare with 
a view to develop a holistic 
approach.  

He added that the main 
objective of the programme 
is to update knowledge 
and equip Field Officers of  
the region on the flagship 
schemes/ programmes of  
the Ministry of Agriculture 
with special focus on Prad-
han Mantri Krishi Sinchayi 
Yojana, Pradhan Mantri 
Fasal Bima Yojana and Soil 
Health Card.  

Maintaining that the 
success of any government 
developmental programs 
and schemes largely depends 
on people’s participation, M. 
Touthang said DFP acts as 
a bridge between the people 
and the government in a true 
sense. 

In the technical session, 
AK Chittaranjan Singh, 
Nodal Officer (IT), Agri-
culture Department and 
Khuraijam Hera Singh, 
Subject Matter Specialist, 
KVK Imphal West were the 
resource persons.

Our correspondent
Imphal, Nov. 11 (EMN): Editor Ramkung 
Pamei of The Cham, a Rongmei vernacular 
daily  published from Tamenglong district 
headquarters,150 km west of  Imphal, has  
been elected the new president of the Manipur 
Journalist Union (MHJU) on Saturday. 

Ramkung will be the 12th president of   
the MHJU. 

The executive committee meeting of the 
MHJU which was held as part of its  a conven-
tion decided to elect the new president and five 
other new office bearers of the union which 
was established in 1994. The meeting was held 
in Imphal with the senior editors of hill based 
newspapers in the state.

The newly elected other office bearers are 
editor Lalmalsawm Sellate of Hmasawmna 
That, hmar vernacular (Vice President), Editor 
S Nengkhanlun of Zogam Today, Zou daily 
(General Secretary), Reporter K Kopham of  
NNN (Assistant Secretary), Editor Timothy Z 
Zote of Manmasi, A Hmar magazine (Treas-
urer) and Editor Peter Adani of Hill Hornbill 
Express (Information Secretary).The term of  
the new office bearers of the scribes body will 
continue till 2020.
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(Top) Dr. I Anungla Aier, Additional Director of Higher Education, along with Dr. Lily Sema, Principal KSCJ, pose for lens with the building committee 
members, and hostel wardens after unveiling the constructed Phase-II Leone Hostel.

Anjali Sharma addressing the Gorkhas at GPPK Hall Chandmari on November 10.

Teachers and students of Government High School, Zunheboto, attending an awareness programme conducted by 5 Assam Rifles 
on November 9.

Village GBs and DBs during the hunters’ conclave organised by 15 Assam Rifles in Shamatore on November 8.

Two accused with the seized liquor in Wokha district on November 9.

NPF Ghaspani-II 
holds annual meet 

AR continues with civic action programmes

Churches colony 
repairs road

GSSS seeks support for Gorkhaland

Assam Rifles nab four personsKohima Science College gets new hostel

Kohima, Nov. 11 (EMN): 
With funding from Uni-
ve r s i t y  G r a n t s  C o m -
mission (UGC) scheme 
2015-2017, a two storied 
building of  Leone (Girls) 
Hostel Phase-II having 
accommodation capacity 
of  37 students with toilets 
and other facilities was 
inaugurated at Kohima 
Science College, Jotsoma, 
on November 11. The new 
girls hostel constructed at 
a cost INR 70 lakh was 
inaugurated by its former 

principal and presently 
an Additional Director of  
Higher Education, Dr. I 
Anungla Aier.

Earlier, Aier also in-
augurated the renovated 
basketball court, which 
was funded by the KSCJ 
Alumni 1996 passed out 
batch at the cost of  INR 
4.5 lakh, some 20 meters 
away from the newly con-
structed hostel.

Speaking at the formal 
ceremony, Aier said two 
new assets were added to 

the College through the ef-
forts of  the teaching facul-
ties, staff, students, alumni 
and well wishers. Appre-
ciating the building com-
mittee members, she said 
the dedicated efforts of  the 
committee members com-
prising Dr. Limatemjem, 
Assistant Professor Depart-
ment of  Zoology, and Selie 
Puro, Assistant Professor 
Department of  Geography, 
has really put the things 
come out in flying colours.

Aier, while appreciat-

ing the yeomen service of  
Alumni 1996 passed out 
batch who have generously 
contributed towards the 
excellent renovation of  the 
basketball court, firmly 
believe that their invest-
ment would be harvested 
by their children in the 
near future.

In a brief  report, wom-
en hostel construction com-
mittee Dr. Limatemjem 
said the construction start-
ed on June 16, 2015, and 
completed recently with an 
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approximate duration of  2 
years and 5 months.

In a separate report 
given by the Alumni 1996 
passed out batch on bas-
ketball court renovation, 
alumni Moatemsu, Jio 
Centre Manager, Kohima, 
stated that the initial es-
timated cost budget was 
aimed at INR 2 lakh with 
two inches thickness for the 
floor. However, the floor 
thickness was enhanced 
to five inches during the 
course of  renovation and 
the subsequent budget was 
raised to INR 4.5 lakh on 
completion. As per the 
report, the funding process 
was made through free will 
donation from the alum-
ni friends circle and well 
wishers. The renovation 
work started in May 2016 
and completed recently 
within 1 year 6 months

Selie Puro led the for-
mal inauguration ceremo-
ny, while EU president Se-
huto Kezo invoked God’s 
blessing and short speech 
was delivered by Dr. Lily 
Sema, College principal. 
The dedicatory prayer was 
performed by Er. Khoto 
Zetsuvi, chairman of  Cam-
pus Christian Fellowship 
(CCF).

Dimapur, Nov. 11 (EMN): NPF 5 
Ghaspani-II Assembly Constituency held 
its annual executive meet at TL Park, New 
Chumukedima, where all executives as 
well as different village unit office bearers 
attended to show solidarity to their leader 
and sitting MLA, Zhaleo Rio, Parliamen-
tary Secretary of  Municipal Affairs.

Speaking at the function, Rio urged the 
party workers to remain steadfast as com-
mitted leaders while serving the society. 
“We must be the source of  inspiration for 
others around us under all circumstances,” 
he advised the gathering and added that the 
spirit of  motivation should be practiced by 
everyone.

The meet, a gathering of  both old and 
new members with a common dedicated 
cause, was also addressed by central and 
unit officials. Seyieu Keyho, president 5 
Ghaspani-II A/C, chaired the function, 
while pastor Piwoto Swu of  Kipuphe Vil-
lage Baptist Church invoked God’s bless-
ings and Tenikolie Krose, vice president, 
delivered the vote of  thanks.

Dimapur, Nov. 11 (EMN): Having lost all 
hope from the present leaders and left with 
no options, residents of  Churches Colony 
in Ward 21 under 2-Dimapur II Assem-
bly voluntarily carried out road repairing 
works along the by-pass lane connecting 
Khermahal and Ms. Zinyu Gas Agency 
with support from various individuals and 
well wishers.

The Colony press release stated that the 
area has been ignored by the representa-
tive for over two decades. The work was 
initiated by the Churches Colony Welfare 
Board and the Youth Wing of  Churches 
Colony.

Dimapur, Nov. 11 (EMN): Na-
tional spokesperson of  Gorkha-
land Sanyukta Sangharsh Sam-
ity (GSSS), Anjali Sharma 
Bhujel said that Gorkhaland 
issue is not only confined for the 
Gorkhas of  Darjeeling but for 
the Gorkhas spread throughout 
the country India and added 
that the demand for Gorkha-
land needs to have a futuristic 
approach.

She said this during a co-
ordination meeting of  GSSS 
with the Gorkhas of  Nagaland 
under the aegis of  Nagaland 
Gorkha Association (NGA) 
at Gorkha Public Panchayat 
Kohima (GPPK) hall in Chan-
dmari, Kohima, on November 
10. The coordination meet-
ing was attended by Gorkha 
representatives from Kohima, 
Mokokchung, Dimapur and 
Wokha districts along with 
the sister organisations under 
GPPK.

Seeking support and co-

operation of  the Gorkhas in 
Nagaland towards achieving 
the aspirations of  the Gorkhas 
in India, she said, “We have to 
unitedly taken up the Gorkha-
land issue at the national level 
and not just regional.”

“Government of  India will 
not be able to ignore the na-
tional level movement, and 
therefore we need to knit a 
common thread and sent a 
strong message to Government 
of  India and Government of  
West Bengal that Gorkhas will 
continue to protect our pride 
and rights.

“We will not remain silent 
unless and until we achieve the 
aspiration of  the Gorkhas,” she 
affirmed, adding that granting 
Gorkhaland will only be benefi-
cial to India as a nation.

Anjali also informed that 
GSSS is spearheading ‘Sansad 
March’ to let the voice of  the 
Gorkhas be heard by the 435 
Members of  Parliament dur-

ing the Winter Session of  the 
Parliament. For this, she urged 
upon the Nagaland Gorkhas to 
extend all possible by joining 
the march.

Anjali was accompanied by 
GSSS general secretary Bini-
ta Lepcha along with mem-
bers Yogesh Das and Lazing 
Tamang. The GSSS delegation 
was highly appreciative of  the 
unity displayed by the Naga-
land gorkhas.

Former NGA president, RN 
Lama, also exhorted the gather-
ing while NGA president in his 
chairman’s remarks expressed 
gratitude and said that Naga-
land Gorkhas were honoured 
by the faith the visiting team 
reposed on them and assured 
them of  all cooperation in their 
struggle for Gorkhaland.

GPPK president, Santu 
Thapa, delivered the welcome 
address and NGA general sec-
retary, Prem Kumar Thapa, 
tendered the vote of  thanks.

Dimapur, Nov. 11 (EMN): 
Troops of  3 (Naga Hills) 
Battalion Assam Rifles has 
arrested one extortionist 
from Dak Lane in Kohima 
on November 9.

The accused has been 
identified as Sunil Kumar 
Yadav (29), son of  Lalbabu 
Ray and resident of  Mid-
land Colony, Kohima. 

The troops recovered 
cash  amount ing  INR 
23,500, printed truck own-
ers’ association vehicle tax 
receipts, three pads of  mini 
bus, two pads of  tourist 
bus, one pad of  NP truck 
(small), five pads of  pickup 
truck, three pads of  zonal 
taxi (small), three pads 
of  zonal taxi (medium), 
one pad of  ration tax re-
ceipt, one pad of  FGN tax 
receipt, five numbers of  
FGN liquor (IMFL), two 
numbers of  NSCN (K ) 
cash receipt, three numbers 
of  NSCN (R) cash receipt, 
six numbers of  NSCN (IM) 
work permit, one number 
of  FGN cash receipt,  two 
numbers of  NSCN (IM) 
cash receipt. 

AR statement stated 
that the individual along 

with recovered items were 
handed over to North Po-
lice Station for further in-
vestigation.

In a separate incident, 
troops of  28 Assam Rifles, 
during an operation, ar-
rested one person with 
arms in Doyang under 
Wokha district on Novem-
ber 9.

The accused has been 
identified as Rhanpent-
hung Enny (35) resident of  
Makrang village, Wokha 
district. The team recov-
ered one .22 mm pistol 
(locally made with mark-
ing Made in USA), one 
magazine, five live rounds, 
21 capsules of  Spasmo 
Proxyvon and Indian cur-
rency amounting Rs 7426 
from his possession. 

The accused along with 

the seized items have been 
handed over to Wokha 
Police station for further 
investigation.

In yet another incident, 
troops of  28 Assam Rifles 
arrested two persons with 
liquor from Bhandari in 
Wokha district on Novem-
ber 9.

The accused have been 
identified as Libenthung 
(29) resident of  Shankitong 
village, and Paul Odayo 
(30) of  Chunka village.

The troops recovered 
360 bottles of  Mc Dowell 
Rum, 720 cans of  beer 
and 240 bottles of  Vodka.  
The seizure was worth 
INR 1,95,000. Individuals 
alongwith recovered items 
were subsequently handed 
over to Bhandari Police 
Station.

Dimapur, Nov 11 (EMN): Troops of  
15 Assam Rifles has organised hunters’ 
conclave at Shamatore on November 8. 
The conclave focused upon improper 
handling of  firearms by locals resulting 
in unfavourable incidents. 

The villagers were made aware on 
the method for hunting parties to safe-
guard from any mishaps. During the 
meeting, issue of  wildlife conservation 
was also discussed. 

The villagers were made aware that 
endangered species in the State are to 
be protected and a sense of  responsibil-
ity towards wildlife conservation needs 
to be instilled among the locals.  A total 
of  16 GBs/ DBs of  nearby villages at-
tended the conclave.

In a separate programme, troops of  
5 Assam Rifles has organised a lecture 
cum awareness programme on various 
central and state government schemes 
at Government Higher Secondary 
School, Zunheboto, on November 9.

The aim of  the event was to educate 
and spread awareness about various 
central and state government schemes 
to the students. Deputy Commandant, 
Nagukato Kiho, had briefed about 
the various government schemes and 
its benefits to students in local dialect 
to enable the locals  to utilise these 
schemes optimally.

In yet another programme, troops 
of  7 Assam Rifles has organised a 
lecture on “career counselling” for 
students of  Government High School, 
Akhegwo, and Government Middle 
School, Kekhagwo, on November 9. 

Altogether, 50 students along with 
20 teachers from the schools attended 
the lecture. The students were en-
thusiastic to know about various op-
portunities after finishing school and 
graduation.
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DAILY
PATH

The most treasured gift we can give to God is our love.

My husband recently celebrated a milestone birthday, the kind that ends in a zero. I thought hard 
about the best way to honor him on this important occasion. I discussed my many ideas with our 

-

-

and worship.
-

Lord, You are indeed a great God, matchless in worth. May my offerings  
be pleasing in Your sight.

What’s the Best Gift?
BIBLE READ:   2 CHRONICLES 2:1–10  
THOUGHT FOR TODAY:

The temple I am going to build will be great, 
because our God is greater  

than all other gods.  
~ 2 Chronicles 2:5 

READERS’ MIRROR VIEWS & REVIEWS

SC Verdict on Parliamentary Secretaries: A Perspective

The Hon’ble Supreme Court of  India on 26th 
July 2017 ruled that Article 194 and Entry 39 
of  list II of  the 7th schedule do not empower 
state legislature to create new offices like parlia-

mentary secretaries and declared the Assam Parliamen-
tary secretaries (Appointment, Salaries, Allowances and 
Miscellaneous Provisions) Act, 2004 as unconstitutional. 
In the backdrop of  this SC judgement, Nagaland Tribes 
Council had filed PIL in Gauhati High Court Kohima 
bench against unconstitutional appointments of  advisors 
and parliamentary secretaries by the state Government 
and the same was heard on 31st August, 2017. Appar-
ently the SC judgement seems to have eluded the sight 
of  the nonchalant Nagaland Government till date. This 
brings to the fore the total apathy and failure of  the state 
machinery. It may be mentioned that in the wake of  the 
SC verdict, all seven Parliamentary Secretaries of  Mi-
zoram resigned on 30th August, and the most recent en 
masse Parliamentary Secretaries’ resignation came to 
pass in Meghalaya on 9th Nov.

Nagaland state is under a heavy weight of  fiscal 
deficits. The present system of  creating office of  par-
liamentary secretaries and advisors besides being un-

constitutional, surely does add extra burden on the 
state’s exchequer, thereby augmenting the existing fis-
cal deficits rather than solving our fiscal irresponsibil-
ity. As per the RBI report, Nagaland gross fiscal defi-
cit sky-rocketed from Rs. 1 Billion in 1991-92 to 11.6 
Billion in the fiscal year 2015-2016, the highest fiscal 
deficit in 16 years since 1991. Perhaps, in lieu of  parlia-
mentary secretaries and advisors, the legislature should 
consider legislating a State Advisory Council (SAC) 
similar to the National Advisory Council of  the UPA 
regime, wherein eminent personalities from diverse 
field of  expertise were pooled in to advice the PM of  
India. Renowned personalities such as Prof. M.S. Swa-
minathan (Indian father of  Green Revolution), Prof. 
Narendra Jadhav (Educationist), Prof. Pramod Tandon 
(Biotechnologist), Aruna Roy (Activist), Jean Dreze 
(Economist), Madhav Gadgil (Ecologist), Anu Anga 
(Businessperson) among others, were former members 
of  NAC under the UPA Government.

It is worthwhile to note that NAC was responsible for 
drafting some of  the key bills passed by the UPA Govern-
ments viz., Right to Information Act, Right to Education 
Act, Employee Guarantee Act, Food Security Bill etc. I 

am of the opinion that the creation of  SAC by involving 
noted and eminent local Academicians, Scholars, Social 
Activists, Scientists, Economists, Lawyers etc. can advise 
the Chief  Minister and his cabinet on variegated issues 
endemic to our state, giving support for legislative busi-
ness and helping the state formulate effective policies. 
This is extremely important because by engaging experts 
in policy-making, a rational, decisive and effective policy 
can be framed based on facts and figures with reference 
to local context. The need for SAC is pertinent and more 
so, because the present electoral practice in the state is 
corrupted. Many eminent personalities who would do a 
terrific job if  given such platform in policy-making are 
not carrier politicians but citizen statements. Perhaps 
these upright statesmen distance themselves from being 
smeared by such corrupt electoral practices, hence never 
run for office. In a corrupt society, illegal practices be-
come the touchstone to accomplish legal things. It is a 
known fact that most elected members are either from 
the political classes or retired Govt. officers, among 
others, who are prowling thieves, pillaging our wealth, 
maneuvering public funds and stacking up on untold for-
tunes; their luxury and flamboyance are the very personi-

fication of  greed and knavery, and yet they continue to 
prey on the uninformed citizens by making wily attempts 
with their illegally accumulated wealth. Despite this fact, 
it is detestable to see how the corrupt society still holds 
them at the pinnacle of  the social ladder in contravention 
with our ethos.

Though clean election campaign is gaining momen-
tum, until such a time when it becomes the coup de grace 
for corruption and luminaries are elected to run the state, 
errant politicians will continue to vex us without any eth-
ical qualms. These corrupt politicians ratcheting up their 
illusory rhetoric with their oratory prowess to beguile the 
uninformed citizens must be voted out in the upcoming 
2018 State Assembly Election. We need a mechanism 
to curb the menace of  corruption and develop strategies 
for effective policy-making and implementation. The ze-
nithal corruption and slow-paced developmental works 
have languished the state to an almost suspended anima-
tion. Though no system is perfect, perhaps the creation 
of  SAC could be a guardian angel for Nagaland.

Kuknalim!
Dr. Mechüselie Kehie
kehie10@gmail.com

4 Steps to Pursue Your Dreams with Godly Excellence

Disaster 
Explaining What?

Appreciation of Aid by TL MerryMath Activities Can Improve Your Kid's Vocabulary

Alcohol May Lead to Insomnia in Adolescents

We can glean great inspiration and motiva-
tion from the lives of  people who never 
give up. People who push aside every dis-
traction and obstacle in order to achieve 

their goals and God’s calling on their life. These people 
embrace adversity as an opportunity to grow stronger, 
they aren’t afraid to put in the daily work, they refuse 
to be defined by their limitations, and they understand 
the importance of  each moment within the big picture.

We can live a life like that too: A life of  endurance.
Here are four principles of  endurance we can learn 

from four champions who live a life beyond amazing: 
Find Good Coaching and Follow It
At fifteen, American competitive swimmer Ka-

tie Ledecky stunned the swimming world by winning 
the gold medal in the 800-meter freestyle at the Lon-
don Olympic games. Four years later she was the most 
decorated female athlete in the 2016 games in Rio De 
Janiero. She has broken 13 world records and continues 
to succeed.
How does she do it?
Put it simply: she trains for it, relentlessly. She’s deter-
mined, disciplined, and willing to do the daily grind of  
practice and work to deliver exceptional performances 
again and again.

Her goal isn’t to win and walk away. Her goal is al-
ways to improve on her best and to continually break 
her own world records. And she’s done that repeatedly. 
She receives expert coaching, but she acts on it. And 
she has a training plan designed to help her win and she 
follows it. She embraces adversity as a training tool. She 

chooses to train against—and frequently beat—com-
petitive male swimmers. With enough accolades to 
retire and still be a legend, Ledecky continues to push 

herself  to grow so that she will endure and be strong.
Pursue Your Passion with Faithful Fanaticism
Ben Yehuda devoted his life to the restoration of  the 
Hebrew language to the Jewish people. For forty-one 
straight years, he lived for nothing else. Every morning, 
he got up with one purpose. His dedication to accom-
plishing his vision is the definition of  the word endur-
ance. He found his passion and he pursued it. The Jew-
ish people no longer speak 150 languages—the national 
language of  the State of  Israel today is Hebrew.  

When Ben Yehuda started work on his dream, He-
brew was only spoken in religious context. It had not 
been used in daily life for over two thousand years. 
But he lived to see the day when virtually every Jew in 
his country wrote on their census form, under mother 
tongue, the word “Hebrew.”

He lived to see the day when Hebrew was the lan-
guage of  the courts, the theater, of  business, and society, 
and public affairs.

If  you go to Israel today and find his grave, this is 
what you’ll see written on his tombstone:

“Here lies Eliezer Ben Yehuda, Faithful Fanatic.”1
Make Your Dreams More Important Than Your 
Memories
Erik Weihenmayer was the first blind man to success-
fully climb to the top of  Mount Everest. But what hap-
pened next profoundly affected the next chapter in his 
life.

I got a letter from Erik’s father who told me that as 
Erik was completing his Everest descent, his team lead-

er said to him, “Don’t let Everest to be the greatest thing 
you ever do”—meaning do not create a mausoleum of  
your trophies and retire on your laurels.

Many years later, after six full years of  intense train-
ing, Erik solo kayaked the mighty rapids of  the Grand 
Canyon, 277 miles—blind—a feat way more difficult 
than Everest.
Run Best at the End
Everyone wanted to know Coach Jim Collins’ secrets 
to success. What made his high school girls’ and boys’ 
teams contenders for the state championship every year?

In his book, Good to Great, Jim Collins writes, 
“We run best at the end. We run best at the end of  
workouts. We run best at the end of  races. We run best 
at the end of  the season when it counts the most. Eve-
rything in their program is geared to this simple idea, 
and the coaching staff  knows how to create this effect 
better than any other team in the state. For example, 
they put a coach at the 2-mile mark (of  a 3.1-mile race) 
and he collects data as the runners go past…. And they 
calculate not how fast the runners go, but how many 
competitors they passed at the end of  the race, from 
mile 2 to the finish…. The kids learn how to pace 
themselves, and race with confidence: ‘We run best at 
the end,’ they think at the end of  a hard race. ‘So if  I’m 
hurting bad, then my competitors must hurt a whole 
lot worse than I do.’”

So don’t quit. Keep going. Let’s do God’s work 
together. Let’s strengthen one another. When we’re 
struggling, let’s remember these four principles and re-
member that times of  adversity can strengthen us for 
the future. God is preparing you for something special. 
And you’re going to be a champion.

Enraged nature has shown human a glitter
On hill like partial annihilation came disaster
High buildings fell down like kids’playthings
Stuffy buses-cars floated like empty baskets
No sign of  bridge-roads left over on earth
Under stone countless proud cubit buried

Overtaking mind upto moon-mar was in vain

The old age lost his strong succour
Before eyes flown somebody’s dear

Vermilion of  many floated in afloat river
Flood separated those who withheld own

Without wristband will remain empty wrists

Roads-mansions built, scrapped body of  hills 
Trees cut, destroyed thus greenish shadow
Went on pilgrimage, its sense we didn’t feel
Tourism sense inhered, behaving wilfully

In rivers we set afloat virous impurity

Influenced much with materialistic thinking
Perceiving material wealth we are exploiting
Entire system of  nature’s balance was spoiled
Showing glimpse of  loss the Shiva us warned
Think, this fact we even now never realised

Even now let’s aware, accept nature as mother
Let’s even now realise our duties to mother

Let’s work with which nature may never suffer 
And in future may not repeat such a disaster.

Prof  Mithilesh Kumar Sinha

 Nagaland University, Lumami

Situated at a distance that can 
be covered in just about 40 
minutes from Doyang Hydro 
Electric Project (DHEP) in 

Wokha District, and about 2 hours 
from Mokokchung town is Okotso 
village, recorded as the first Lotha 
Baptist Church, having established 
its Church in 1904. The decades old 
PWD Road linking DHEP with the 
NH 61 via Sungro EAC Hqs., Pangti 
and Okotso villages in Wokha Dis-
trict and Mangmedong, Longkhum 
villages (of  Mokokchung District) 
is black topped up to Mangmedong 
only. As such, the condition of  the 
road from Mangmedong onwards, 
entering Okotso village land under 
Wokha district is sadly deplorable 
due to years of  utter negligence. Nev-
er the less, there are scores of  people 
from  neighboring Mokochung and 
Zunheboto Districts including other 
Eastern Nagaland Districts braving 
this road to visit the Doyang Hydro 
Electric Project through all favorable 
seasons of  the year is a pride for peo-
ple of  Sungro range. Okotso village 
has since time immemorial, shared 
its boundaries with Mangmedong, 
Longkhum and Changki villages of  
Mokokchung District with outstand-
ing cordial relation and harmony 
through all situations; and congen-
ial cultural exchange from time to 
time. In February 2016, when un-
fortunately some houses were gutted 
down by fire at Longkhum village, 
members of  Okotso Village Council, 
sponsored and let by T.L. Merry vis-
ited and met officials of  the VDB/
VC of Longkhum and also extended 
meager help to express Okotsoe’s 
sincere concern and solidarity to the 
devastated families in particular and 

the longkhum villagers in general.         
In the effort to help boost the 

economy of the villagers and its 
surrounding villages under Sungro 
Range as well, Okotso to Chubi riv-
er road was, under acute hardship, 
constructed by Okotso villagers aid-
ed by NREGS. This road is consid-
ered as the villagers’ life line for the 
fact that it penetrates or pierces all 
areas on the 10 Km. stretch, encom-
passing the - i) Village Community 
Forest, ii) Okotso Rubber planta-
tions and iii) the only transportable 
means for various business and life 
supporting purposes including vast 
stretch of  cultivable land, vital to 
livelihood and source of  economy 
of the villagers and the surround-
ing areas. This hard earned road 
has been guarded, looked after and 
maintained by the villagers through 
all situations. 

This preceding year’s unpredict-
able monsoon, clubbed with un-
precedented torrential rains caused 
heavy landslides damaging this 
“Okotso – Chubi” road which was 
beyond any possibility to clear in it a 
few days time by mere human labor. 
However, with the service of  JCB 
sponsored by T.L. Merry, villagers 
and members representing different 
organizations worked for 2 days and 
got the precious road repaired and 
cleared. The Okotso Village Coun-
cil, on behalf  of  the Okotso Vil-
lage Baptist and AG Churches and 
Villagers thank T.L. Merry for the 
much needed support and pray that 
God shower his blessings bountifully 
and keep him and all dear to him 
safe and healthy.

L Chumdemo Ngullie
   Chairman, Okotso Village Council

Worried about your child's 
vocabulary? It is time 
to engage with them in 

math activities at home.
Researchers have found that 

pre-school children who engage in 
math activities with their parents 
not only improve their math skills 
but also enhance their general vo-
cabulary in the meanwhile.

"Exposure to basic numbers 
and math concepts at home were 
predictive, even more so than sto-
rybook reading or other literacy-
rich interactions, of improving 
pre-school children's general vo-
cabulary," said the lead author of  
the study Amy Napoli, a doctoral 
student at Purdue University in 
the US.

The study evaluated 116 pre-
school children between three- 

and five-year- olds.
The researchers assessed the 

children's math and language skills 
and examined what their parents 
reported about math and literacy 
activities at home and predicted 
children's improvement over time.

Parents reported the frequen-
cy of  parent-child literacy (code-
related practices and storybook 
reading) and numeracy practices.

The results indicated that al-
though code-related literacy prac-
tices and storybook reading were 
not broadly predictive of children's 
literacy and numeracy outcomes, 
the home numeracy environment 
was predictive of numeracy and 
definitional vocabulary outcomes.

These findings demonstrate 
a relation between the home nu-
meracy environment and chil-

dren's language development and 
contribute to the growing body of  
research indicating the important 
relations between early numeracy 
and language development, the re-
searcher said.

The purpose of  the study, 
published online in the Journal 
of  Experimental Child Psychol-
ogy, was to investigate the rela-
tions of  the home literacy and 
numeracy environments to chil-
dren's literacy and numeracy 
outcomes both within and across 
domains.

The researchers also explained 
that there are number of ways par-
ents can encourage math learning 
at home, such as talking about 
counting, connecting numbers to 
quantities and comparing values.

Source: IANS

Are you in your early 
teens and have started 
drinking? Avoid do-
ing so, as researchers 

claimed to have found that alco-
hol use among early adolescents 
may lead to insomnia.

"These findings indicate 
that insomnia may be a unique 
risk marker for alcohol use 
among young adolescents," 
said Naomi Marmorstein, pro-
fessor at Rutgers University-
Camden in the US.

The researcher examined the 
associations between alcohol use 
and sleep-related issues on sev-
enth and eighth grade students.

When sleep problems were 
found to be associated with 

frequency of  alcohol use, the 
researcher examined whether 
symptoms of  mental health prob-
lems or levels of  parental moni-
toring accounted for these asso-
ciations.

The study, published in the 
Journal Addictive Behaviours, ex-
amined the development of  men-
tal health problems and resilience 
among at-risk youth.

The participants of  the study 
completed questionnaires that 
asked how long it took for them 
to fall asleep, what times they 
usually went to bed on a week-
day and on the weekend or vaca-
tion night, how often they expe-
rienced sleep disturbances and 
whether they ever fell asleep in 

class or had trouble staying awake 
after school.

They were also asked the fre-
quency of  any alcohol use in the 
previous four months.

The researcher determined 
that symptoms of mental health 
problems and parental monitoring 
did not account for the link be-
tween insomnia and alcohol use.

Overall, there were associa-
tions between alcohol and both 
insomnia and daytime sleepiness.

"Parents, educators and thera-
pists should consider insomnia to 
be a risk marker for alcohol use 
and alcohol use a risk marker for 
insomnia, among early adoles-
cents," said Marmorstein.

Source: IANS
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ARIES (MAR 21 - APR 19): Indulge your 
sensual nature today. This part of  your being 
doesn’t get expressed regularly. Go for a long 
walk with someone you love. Light some can-

dles in your bedroom or take a leisurely hot bath. Tastes 
and smells are extra potent for you now. Enjoy a romantic 
dinner for two. Don’t get so caught up in the intellectual 
aspect of  things that you forget about the sensuous side 
of  life.

TAURUS (APR 20 - MAY 20): You may ex-
perience some push and pull today. One min-
ute you feel like you should sit back and wait 
for things to go your way, and the next you feel 

a stick poking you to get moving. Life is a delicate balance 
of  incorporating these two modes of  operation. Neither 
way is more correct, so recognize and honor both.

GEMINI (MAY 21 - JUN 21): You may ex-
perience some raw emotions today, which you 
should use as your ally instead of  your enemy. 
Your heart may feel rather abused, so do what 

you can to gently care for it. Be careful of  letting oth-
ers get too close if  they simply don’t know how to act 
around something so fragile and pure. Protect yourself.

CANCER (JUN 22 - JUL 22): The annoy-
ing restlessness that you experience today is 
simply a reminder that it’s important to start 
engaging in art projects or musical endeavors 

that make you happy. Learn from people who aren’t 
afraid to follow their dreams. Don’t be so concerned 
with what other people think of  your work. Now it’s im-
portant to do these things for yourself.

LEO (JUL 23 - AUG 22): People may be rely-
ing on you in many ways today, so be careful 
that you don’t let anyone down. You may feel 
like judges are evaluating your performance. 

Try not to get too carried away with this concept. What’s 
most important is that you do your best, not necessarily 
that you achieve perfection.

VIRGO (AUG 23 - SEP 22): Try not to get 
caught in the crossfire of  a heated emotional 
battle today. Your happy, freedom-loving na-
ture is too precious to be tainted by abrasive 

words and emotions. If  things begin to flare up, erect a 
mental protective wall. These people may be too caught 
up in their own drama to see how their actions affect the 
people around them.

LIBRA (SEP 23 - OCT 22): You should feel 
emotionally stable today, but you may feel a 
bit unsure of  yourself  when it comes to data. 
Someone is challenging your way of  think-

ing and demanding that you take a step farther out on 
the fragile limb. You’re happy on the part of  the branch 
that’s much thicker and more stable. Feel free to stay 
there if  you don’t feel comfortable taking a chance now.

SCORPIO (OCT 23 - NOV 21): Go out 
and see a movie that you’ve wanted to see 
for weeks. You’ll be happiest in a reality that 
isn’t necessarily yours. Fantasy and imagina-

tive scenarios are what tickle your fancy now. Be careful 
of  being weighed down by heavy emotional issues that 
don’t have anything to do with you.

SAGITTARIUS (NOV 22 - DEC 21): You may 
be faced with a choice between two different 
realities. Friends and family are choosing sides 
while you remain on the fence. You’re able to 

understand both sides of the issue, making it difficult to put 
your energy in only one camp. Perhaps you wish to serve 
as a bridge between the two camps. Things don’t have to be 
as black and white as others see them.

CAPRICORN (DEC 22 - JAN 19): Be careful 
about letting your imagination run away with 
your emotions. Grand scenarios you work up in 
your head may send your heart crashing when 

they end unfulfilled or crushed. There’s a realistic tone to the 
day asking you to be serious and practical, especially when it 
comes to your feelings.

AQUARIUS (JAN 20 - FEB 18): Your heart’s 
in the right place today, but somehow you find 
it hard to execute the things you want to do. 
Art and music projects are especially difficult 

for you now. They require a more cerebral approach than 
you’d like to admit. Perhaps you’re drawn to the spiritual 
nature of  things more than you’re opposed to the ratio-
nal nature of  things.

PISCES (FEB 19 - MAR 20): If  you experience 
resistance or frustration in a certain area, you 
should take this as a sign that you should follow 
a new route. Things should flow smoothly and 

easily. This is one of  those days in which reality is going to 
conflict harshly with fantasy, especially if  you don’t have 
them well separated in your mind. Enjoy your imaginary 
world, but deal with the practical world, too.

Today’s ASTRO-PREDICTION

It hardly needs saying, but there are 
changes afoot in the political economy 
of the world. Where there is globalisa-
tion, there are globalisation protestors. 

This is nothing new, but it is becoming main-
stream.

The antithesis of  globalisation, national-
ism, and the pursuit of  your own country’s 
interests over those of  everyone else, has bub-
bled back up in Europe. And it’s not just Eu-
rope, of  course. In the US, president Donald 
Trump is (among other initiatives) rethinking 
the American commitment to free trade.

In the rest of  the world, the experience of  
globalisation shows it creates some winners 
and some losers. This varies geographically 
and in different economic fields and is shown 
in different aspects of  our lives.

And so, someone in London might find 
their house is worth more. As foreign capital 
flows in to buy up large swaths of  the capital 
it increases their wealth, while others might 
be priced out of  the market. In some sectors 
of  the market, wages might be declining as a 
result of  global competition, migration, casu-

alisation or automation. In the final analysis, 
however, it is not a matter of  whether globali-
sation causes these changes, it is rather more 
that people feel that it does.
Walls and wails
Globalisation is not, however, merely a mat-
ter of  trade, migration and foreign outsourc-
ing. To many, it seems Britain itself  is for sale 
as an increasing proportion of  UK businesses 
and assets answer to foreign owners.

Economic theory suggests, therefore, the 
nation will increasingly be run for the benefit 
of  foreign capital, rather than the citizens. On 
top of  this, there is the danger that inflows of  
foreign capital will cause the exchange rate to 
appreciate, making it more difficult to export, 
reducing manufacturing output and reducing 
employment in those sectors affected.

To protect them from forces beyond their 
control, citizens across the world are increas-
ingly looking to the nation-state for protec-
tion, hence the rise of  what is often called na-
tionalism. As Abraham Lincoln noted: The 
legitimate object of  government is to do for a 
community of  people whatever they need to 
have done, but can not do at all, or can not so 
well do, for themselves – in their separate, and 

individual capacities.
It is clear, no individual or community can 

stand against the forces of  global capital, and 
Western governments appear averse to giv-
ing the workforce the means to protect itself, 
through, for example, increasing employment 
rights and unionisation. However, in their 
search for a strong government to protect 
them, citizens are in danger of  giving the state 
too much power over their lives.

It is by no means assured that the policies 
which suit a strong domestic government will 
be better than those which suit foreign owned 
multi-national corporations. Also, history in-
dicates the fear of  global capital may be co-
opted by unscrupulous politicians into a fear 
of  other nations or fear of  other peoples.
Think locally
Rather than nationalism, therefore, we might 
turn to localism. In the UK context, this might 
be devolution with real (financial) localised 
power, and that power realised through local 
government and local business.

An economy of big businesses (operated 
for the benefit of  global owners) is less than 
ideal for the individual and society. In con-
trast, a society of  many small local businesses 

is more resilient, more empowering and more 
in keeping with the spirit of  capitalism and of  
the market. We must also bear in mind that 
increasing business concentration (fewer, but 
larger firms) is a driver of  increasing inequal-
ity. If  a business is too big to (be allowed to) 
fail, then the government has failed in its duty 
to keep business small.

Economic theory indicates that those 
with no stake in a community other than prof-
it extraction avoid suffering from localised ill 
effects such as unemployment, poverty, want 
and homelessness. It follows those who live 
and work in a community have a greater stake 
in its prosperity.

The government might likewise consider 
how we might prevent those who do not even 
live in the country from driving up house 
prices.

Local protection from exploitation by 
global interests requires the right mix of  glo-
bal and local policies. And local government 
policies require adequate financing. By lo-
cal financial power, I don’t mean local taxes. 
That has the potential to fragment the nation, 
as it has, to some extent, in the EU (whether 
perceived rightly or wrongly).

If  we fund education or social care out of  

local taxes, for example, there will tend to be 
a race to the bottom as local authorities will 
be motivated to underperform to encourage 
vulnerable families to go and live elsewhere. 
It follows taxes should be collected nation-
ally, and shared proportionally (on the basis 
of  demographic profile) to the devolved au-
thorities.

There is no space here to discuss in detail 
other possible localism policies here, but there 
are many ways to promote local ownership 
and local empowerment. That could include 
local currencies, boosts to council housing, lo-
cal authority ownership of  utilities or support 
for locally-owned high street shops. However, 
it is not a policy mix I suggest, rather it is an 
emphasis.

Ultimately, the only viable alternative to 
the choice currently on offer, the choice of Big 
State or Big Business, is Small State and Small 
Business, or more appropriately Local Govern-
ment and Local Business. To pursue localism 
will require a systemic shift in how the national 
government goes about shaping society, but I 
suggest it is possible to promote social justice 
in a capitalist context in no other way.
(Kevin Albertson is a Professor of  Economics at 

the Manchester Metropolitan University.)

Even as New Delhi’s Jantar 
Mantar no longer remains 
the bastion of  resistance it 
once was, Parliament Street 

has over the past two days turned 
into a sea of  workers from across the 
country who have come together to 
draw attention to rising joblessness. 
Flagged by various Left-affiliated and 
other independent trade unions to 
mark the first anniversary of  demon-
etisation, the ‘Mahapadav’, as the 
dharna is being called, seeks to ad-
dress the fast deteriorating conditions 
of  workers in India today. The protest 
hopes to make a powerful statement 
against what the organisers call the 
“anti-people policies” of  the Modi 
government.

While most of  the workers assem-
bled attributed the dismal state of  af-
fairs in employment conditions to the 
twin blows of  demonetisation and 
the Goods and Services Tax (GST), 
many remain hopeful that the gov-
ernment may lend them an ear now 
while taking what the prime minister 
had referred to as “harsh steps.”

The protest is not merely about 
criticising the government. Many 
still believe that GST and demoneti-
sation may serve India’s interests in 
the long-run but also want the gov-
ernment to take immediate steps to 
penalise the powerful loan defaulters, 
who, according to them, enjoy politi-
cal immunity.

Many of  them think that Modi’s 
promises are big but he has not been 
able to deliver. “Workers are the 
backbone of  the economy. How can 
the economy grow if  they are in an 
unprecedentedly miserable state?” 
asked a truck driver from Odisha.

Irrespective of their political affili-
ations, the workers wished to show a 
mirror to the government, tell the of-
ficials that all is not well and hoped 
the prime minister will now sit up and 
address their long-neglected concerns.

The Wire spoke to a few of  the 
protestors from various states.

Excerpts from the interviews fol-
low. The conversations have been 
translated from different languages 
into English.

Shabana, Delhi
Both demonetisation and GST have 
wreaked havoc on my family. For 
more than ten years, my husband and 
I have made a living out of  stitching 
clothes for companies. A contrac-
tor from our colony gets around 500 
of  us living in the Mustafabad area 
of  Delhi work. We were paid Rs 

150 every day and worked from our 
homes. The sewing machines were 
provided for by the companies.

I do not know what GST is, but 
ever since it has been implemented, 
all of  us have stopped getting work. It 
has been almost three months that we 
haven’t had any clothes to stitch. The 
contractor says that the companies 
have stopped work and unstitched 
clothes have stopped coming from the 
source. What can he do if  the clothes 
do not come? It is not his fault.

My husband has been looking for 
daily wage work outside. But he too 
does not get any work for more than 
ten days in a month. As a result, there 
is hardly any ration in our houses. This 
is not my case alone. Everyone who 
was doing this kind of work in Musta-
fabad is going through similar trauma.

Now, some of  the women in my 
colony have found some new work 
but it is really too little. A new con-
tractor has asked them to stitch leath-
er bags and they get Rs 10 per bag. In 
one day, no one can make more than 
five or six bags, which means that 
your income is always less than Rs 
100. How will we survive with such 
little money? But it is still better than 
no work at all.

Shibashankar 
Bandopadhyaya, LIC agent 
from Chinsurah,  
West Bengal
While the Manmohan Singh gov-
ernment had initiated the process of  
destroying the Life Insurance Corpo-
ration (LIC), Modi has catalysed it. 
LIC’s own shares are being sold off  
and the government is looking for op-
portunities to sell its stake to foreign 
companies.

We are here to tell the govern-
ment that LIC has played one of  the 
biggest roles in the country’s infra-
structural development – be it high-
way construction, provision of  water 

and electricity, phone services and 
so on, LIC’s profits were used in it. 
Right from its beginning in 1956 un-
der the second five-year plan, it has 
played such a crucial role.

We are here to remind the gov-
ernment that LIC was formed after 
India’s first prime minister Pandit Ja-
waharlal Nehru acquired 244 private 
companies, which had a history of  
cheating their consumers, and built 
the LIC. Will it be wise to hand it 
over to profit-oriented corporates 
once again?

LIC started off  with a budget of  
Rs 5 crore and now its value is Rs 28 
lakh crore. If  Modi gives momentum 

to the privatisation drive we under-
stand that it is only because of  con-
spiracy to benefit the rich.

While demonetisation ruined so 
many people’s livelihoods, the gov-
ernment has diverted people’s atten-
tion from the Rs 8.5 lakh crore NPA 
burden on banks through it. We are 
here to ask why the debt-ridden cor-
porates, which have destroyed our 
economy, are not being held account-
able by the government. It is ready to 
ruin our livelihoods but not ask one 
question to the corporates.

Similarly, GST has completely 
destroyed our lives. Insurance policy-
holders, across the country, are pro-
testing after service tax of  3.75% to 
4.05%. In single premium policies, 
the consumers will now have to pay 
an additional 1.8%. GST in insur-
ance is very damaging for the sector 
and the change in rates was imposed 
without even discussing it with the 
stakeholders, all to benefit the big 
corporates.

Lakshmaniya Devi, Bihar
I and many of  my friends have come 
from Nalanda, Bihar. All of  us 
cook mid-day meals in government 
schools. We get Rs 1,250 as salary. 
We work for 12 months but our sala-
ries come only for ten months. Our 

contractor says we are entitled to 
wages for only ten months.

During notebandi (demonetisa-
tion), we faced a lot of  trouble. Our 
contractors did not give timely ra-
tions for us to cook and children 
blamed us. I do not know what GST 
is; we are illiterate. But I know for a 
fact that the contractor has reduced 
mid-day meals’ groceries in the last 
two months. He says things have be-
come expensive. Earlier he used to 
get eggs and some fruits but all of  it 
has stopped. When we tell him that 
children are complaining, he shouts 
at us; he says that if  children do not 
eat, why should we bother.

Shatrughan Kumar,  
Uttar Pradesh

GST has broken our backs. I left my 
village in Bihar to work in a small 
textile factory in Ghaziabad around 
five years ago. The denim trousers, 
which are made in Gandhinagar, Gu-
jarat, come to us and we wash them 
according to instructions to give them 
a worn-out look. Prior to the imple-
mentation of  GST, our salaries used 
to be between Rs 9,500-Rs 10,000. 
But in the last three months, our wag-
es have been reduced to Rs 7,500.

I hardly save any money after 
paying Rs 1500 as the rent for my 
room, where my whole family stays. 

This rent is excluding the electricity 
bill. My children do not go to school 
anymore. Where there is no money to 
properly eat, how will I send my chil-
dren to school? Back in my village, 
my relatives, who were dependent on 
my income, havestarted to think that 
I have become snobbish because I did 
not send them any money in the last 
three months. The fact is I do not save 
enough. The factory owner says that 
until the time GST is implemented 
properly – he says it may take another 
three months – he wouldn’t be able to 
give me my full salary. But at least, I 
still retain my job. There are so many 
here who lost their jobs.

Like me, around 750 workers 
are suffering because of  this. After 
demonetisation, too, we had to simi-
larly suffer. The owner did not cut our 
salaries but asked us to give us our 
bank accounts to electronically trans-
fer our salaries as he could not pay us 
in cash. Most of  us had our accounts 
in our respective villages, it was of  
no use to us. We couldn’t have with-
drawn our salaries anyway. Then, we 
got cheques for one month but could 
not withdraw as the banks too did not 
have any money that time. For three 
months, we had to live off  debts and 
mercies of  some kind-hearted people. 
I am still repaying the debt that I in-
curred after demonetisation.

My situation is very bad but as 
far as I understand from media re-
ports, GST is for the greater good of  
the country. Modi ji has brought it to 
boost our economy. So, I support it. 
If  after these few months of  suffering 
we manage to get permanent jobs be-
cause of  GST, it will all work out well 
in the end.

Sarvan Kumar, Haryana

I am here to demand that minimum 
wages of  daily wage workers should 
be increased. I am a construction 

worker but struggle to earn more 
than Rs 200 per day. The government 
should increase it to at least Rs 700. 
At least this much has become essen-
tial if  you have a family which is de-
pendent on your earnings. Construc-
tion work has taken a huge beating 
because of  demonetisation. We have 
nowhere to go. Our second option, 
the brick kilns have also shut shop af-
ter notebandi.

Most of  us struggle to get more 
than ten days of  work in a month. 
My wife and children ask me where 
is the money. I do not have an answer. 
It has led to fights in my family. The 
contractor says there is no work and 
he has also been struggling to make 
his ends meet in the last one year.

Previously, we could get some ag-
ricultural work in the farms. But the 
farmers are too broke these days. There 
is hardly any profit for them in farming.

Hemalata, Kerala

I am an anganwadi worker. Around 
5,000 anganwadi workers have come 
from Kerala for the dharna. Current-
ly, we receive Rs 10,000 of  which the 
state government gives us Rs 7,000 
while the central government gives us 
Rs 3,000 separately. We demand that 
our salary be increased to Rs 18,000 
and that we receive the entire amount 
cumulatively through the department 
and not in chunks.

We would like to be recognised 
as permanent government employ-
ees, with commensurate benefits like 
summer vacations, bonus etc.

Since the current Modi govern-
ment has come to power, our benefits 
have been scrapped while no new 
budgetary allocation has been made. 
We hardly receive anything from 
the Integrated Child Development 
Services Scheme (ICDS). Moreover, 
the new register system that it has 
implemented is proving to be quite 
detrimental to the well being of  the 
employees. In Kerala, 11 registers 
have been put in place to monitor the 
ICDS and they are causing a lot of  
issues. It is our demand that the mas-
sive discrepancies in the current sys-
tem be immediately addressed.

Hate Globalisation? Try Localism, Not Nationalism

Massive ‘Mahapadav’ Protest in Delhi Highlights Plight of India’s Workers
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NEWS IN BRIEF
Young couple commits suicide in UP
Etawah (UP), Nov. 11 (PTI): A young couple allegedly 
committed suicide today by jumping before a running 
train near Medhidudhi village, police said. The couple, 
aged 25 years, were in a relationship but their families 
were opposed to it, they said. Both jumped before the 
train holding their hands, the police said. The identity of  
the two was established with the help of the identity-card 
recovered from their pocket, the police said, adding the 
bodies have been sent for post mortem.

Azad, a pillar of freedom struggle, 
says Rahul Gandhi
New Delhi, Nov. 11 (IANS): Congress Vice President 
Rahul Gandhi on Saturday paid tribute to India’s first 
Education Minister Maulana Abul Kalam Azad on his 
129th birth anniversary. Gandhi hailed Azad as “an 
important pillar of  the freedom struggle and statesman 
par excellence”. “Maulana Abul Kalam Azad continues 
to inspire us,” he tweeted. Azad, an academician and a 
freedom fighter, laid the foundation for an educated India. 
He was also a recipient of the Bharat Ratna posthumously, 
the highest civilian honour. His birthday is celebrated as 
“National Education Day” since 2008.  Azad was born 
Abul Kalam Ghulam Muhiyuddin on November 11, 1888.

Odisha minister’s bag stolen from 
train
Bhubaneswar, Nov. 11 (IANS): Odisha Minister Usha 
Devi’s vanity case containing Rs 25,000 in cash, a mobile 
phone, ID card and other valuables was allegedly stolen 
by miscreants on board an express train, said police 
on Saturday. The Skill Development and Technical 
Education Minister’s handbag was allegedly stolen while 
she was travelling in the Puri-Durg Intercity Express on 
Friday.  The Minister was on her way to Kantabanjhi 
from Bhubaneswar. Usha Devi has filed a complaint with 
Titlagarh Government Railway Police (GRP). A probe is 
on, Mohan Nayak, the inspector-in-charge, said. Police 
suspect the theft might have occurred between Rairakhol 
and Angul railway stations.

Modi pays tributes to Azad, 
Kripalani
New Delhi, Nov. 11 (IANS): Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi on Saturday paid tributes to Maulana Abul 
Kalam Azad and Acharya J.B. Kripalani on their birth 
anniversaries. “Tributes to two stalwarts of  Indian 
history,... Their contribution towards India’s freedom 
movement and after, was extremely beneficial in building 
our nation,” Modi said in a tweet. Azad, an academician 
and a freedom fighter, was India’s first Education 
Minister, who laid the foundation for an educated nation. 
He was also a posthumous recipient of the Bharat Ratna, 
the highest civilian honour. His birthday is celebrated as 
“National Education Day” since 2008. A

Three killed as car collides with 
truck in Rajasthan
Jaipur, Nov. 11 (PTI): Two people were killed today 
when their motorcycle lost balance on an elevated road 
in Sodala area here. The duo were on their bike and hit 
a divider, sub- inspector Sajjan Singh said. He said they 
were wearing a helmet but accident was so severe that it 
could not save them.

Absconder arrested after 13 years 
in Jammu
Jammu, Nov. 11 (PTI): An absconder, facing charges 
of house-breaking and theft, was today arrested after 13 
years in the winter capital Jammu, police said. Ranbir 
Singh alias Rana, a resident of Gurah Barnai locality, was 
arrested from Chinore area and was later produced before 
the court, a police spokesman said. He said an FIR under 
various sections of the Indian Penal Code was registered 
against Singh at Domana police station in 2004 and he 
was evading arrest since then.

Girl alleges rape by three men
Greater Noida, Nov. 11 (PTI): A 17-year-old girl has 
alleged that she was abducted and raped by three men 
here, police said today. Dankaur station house officer 
(SHO) Farmud Ali said the girl came with her mother 
and lodged an FIR stating that three men had allegedly 
abducted her last month and took her to a secluded place 
and raped her. The three accused had threatened her not to 
report the matter to anyone otherwise they would kill her, 
the police said. As the accused continued the harassment 
she told her mother about the incident, they said. 

Bus falls in Ken river; driver dead, 
four injured
Lucknow, Nov. 11 (PTI): A bus driver died and four were 
injured when the vehicle fell in the Ken river due poor 
visibility as a result of heavy fog in Banda district early 
this morning, the police said today. The Uttar Pradesh 
Roadways bus, with three passengers, was on its way to 
Banda from Jaspura. It fell in the river from a bridge near 
Pailani, SP Banda Shailini said. While driver Ram Naresh 
died on the spot, three passengers and the bus conductor 
were injured, the SP said, adding the conductor has suffered 
serious injuries and referred to a hospital in Kanpur. Chief  
Minister Yogi Adityanath announced ex gratia of  Rs 2 
lakh for the kin of the deceased, Rs 50,000 for the seriously 
injured and Rs 25,000 for those with minor injuries.

Woman killed for “honour’’ in UP
Muzaffarnagar, Nov. 11 (PTI): A 24-year-old woman 
was stabbed to death by her family members in a 
suspected case of honour killing in Mundet Kala village 
in Shamli district, police said today. Satwati’s family 
members killed her as they suspected the woman had an 
illicit relationship with her brother-in-law, Superintendent 
of Police Ajaypal Sharma told reporters. Her father and 
other family members confronted her when they came 
to know about the relationship and stabbed her to death 
yesterday. The body was dumped in a field, Sharma said.

People commute in foggy conditions in New Delhi on Saturday.
PTI

About 100 Keralites suspected 
to have joined ISIS — police

14 Rajasthan doctors arrested as protest enters sixth day

Air pollution: Environment 
minister asks people not to panic

IT raids on premises linked to Sasikala continues

Modi gives pep talk to ministers

Ryan schoolboy killing: Accused sent to observation home till Nov. 22 

‘Language at the heart 
of crisis of Indian 
higher education’Kannur, Nov. 11 (PTI): About 100 

Keralites are suspected to have joined 
the Islamic State over the years, police 
said here today.

The Kerala Police has collected 
evidence in this regard, including 
over 300 voice clips and messages 
from WhatsApp, telegram messaging 
applications and other social media 
platforms, sources here told PTI.

The latest proof was an audio clip 
from a woman, wherein she can be 
heard informing her kin here about 
the death of  her husband, who had 
joined ISIS.

The woman can be heard saying 
her husband Shajil was killed recently 
in the ‘jihadi war’. According to the 

audio clip, she and her two children 
are still in Syria, the sources said.

The woman can be heard telling 
her kin that many Keralite women, 
who have lost their husbands, and their 
children are in Syria, they said.

The voice clip was received by 
Shajil’s brother.

Police have another audio clip 
from one Qayoom, whose photos in 
the ISIS uniform are available on the 
Internet, the source said. 

Three men with suspected links 
with ISIS were arrested in the district 
on October 25. 

The trio, who had left Kerala 
years ago, were suspected to have 
visited Syria and reportedly received 

training from the terror outfit, police 
said.

Police had also seized photocopies 
of tickets and visa, proving that they 
visited Syria, the source added. 

The arrested were identified as 
Mithilaj, Abdul Razzak and Rashid, 
all of  whom belonged to the district.

The National Investigation Agen-
cy is probing cases of disappearance of  
at least 21 people who had left Kerala 
under mysterious circumstances over 
a period of time and are suspected to 
have joined ISIS.

Among them, 17 are from Kasara-
god and four from Palakkad. 

They include four women and 
three children.

Jaipur, Nov. 11 (PTI): Fourteen doc-
tors have been arrested in the state 
till this evening under the Rajasthan 
Essential Services Maintenance Act 
(RESMA) as the deadlock between 
them and the government entered its 
sixth day.

Doctors have been arrested from 
Tonk, Jaipur, Kota, Swai Madhopur, 
Bharatpur, Jhalawar and Banswara, 
and other districts of the state, ADG 
(Law and Order) NRK Reddy said 
here.

They have been arrested after the 
deadline set by the Rajasthan govern-
ment for them to resume duty ended 
last evening, the officer said. 

Yesterday six doctors were arrested 
and today eight, Reddy said, adding 
that 100 doctors have joined work to 
avoid arrest.

Meanwhile, Rajasthan Health 
Minister Kali Charan Saraf called the 
agitating doctors for talks tomorrow at 
2 pm to find solutions to their problems.

A five-member delegation rep-
resenting the doctors will meet the 
minister and government officials, an 
official release said.

“The state government has assured 
that doors for talks are open and it 
was committed to find solutions to the 
problems,” it said, adding that ample 

arrangements have been made so that 
health services are not affected.

The state’s medical and health 
department also issued a notice today 
in newspapers to the agitating doctors, 
claiming that the strike was against the 
high court’s order.

The department had asked them to 
resume work by Friday.

One of the major demands of the 
doctors is for higher pay scale and 
promotions.

Director of Public Health Dr V K 
Mathur said, “We are trying to reach an 
amicable solution through talks.” 

The presidents of  the All Rajas-
than In-Service Doctors Association 
president, Dr Ajay Chaudhary, and 
the Jaipur Association of  Resident 
Doctors, Dr Ravi Jhakar, could not be 
reached for comments.

Saraf  had yesterday held Chaud-
hary responsible for the strike.

“Dr Chaudhary seems to have 
some personal interest... he is trying to 
create hurdles in breaking the deadlock. 
He is being guided by someone,” the 
minister had alleged.

In Kota, 57 senior resident doctors 
today announced to join the statewide 
strike by tomorrow morning, a move 
that could hit services at the Kota Medi-
cal College and the Maharao Bheem 

Singh hospital, the biggest medical 
facilities of the region.

However, medical college authori-
ties have asked the doctors, selected 
through the Rajasthan Public Service 
Commission (RPSC), to resume duty 
or face termination.

“It would hugely affect the medi-
cal and health services in hospitals in 
Kota as 57 senior residents, including 
35 to 37 from the clinical side are set to 
join the ongoing strike from tomorrow 
morning,” said Dr Girish Verma, prin-
cipal, Kota Medical College.

“We have asked the RPSC selected 
doctors, including senior residents, to 
resume duty immediately or face ter-
mination,” Verma said.

Senior resident doctors of the Jhala-
war Medical College, however, have 
stayed away from joining the ongoing 
strike, while Dr Hariom Goyal today 
resumed duty at the government hos-
pital in Baran district.

“We have not received any notice 
or information from senior residents 
regarding their joining the ongoing 
strike,” said Dr R K Asariya, Dean, 
Medical College Jhalawar. 

More than 640 doctors in service 
and about 350 resident doctors from 
the Kota region along with the others 
in the state are on strike for last six days.

New Delhi, Nov. 11 (PTI): In the wake 
of  slight improvement in the Delhi-NCR 
region’s air quality, Environment Minister 
Harsh Vardhan today asked people not to 
panic and said that the Graded Response 
Action Plan must be implemented “earnestly 
and meticulously” by the concerned state 
governments.

The Minister stressed that for the first 
time, this year, a “focused” approach has 
been adopted to deal with an emergency-like 
situation through the Graded Response Ac-
tion Plan (GRAP).

A task force has been set up to review the 
air quality in Delhi-NCR well in advance, 
Harsh Vardhan said.

“The people of Delhi need not panic, as 
several steps are being taken by the Govern-
ment to mitigate air pollution,” Harsh Vard-
han said, while emphasising that air quality 
has been improving over the last two days.

“Focused attention at the highest level 
has been ensured through committees 
headed by the union minister, minister of  
state, environment ministry and its secre-
tary,” he said.

The minister said that there have been 
review meetings with concerned state gov-
ernments and agencies and stressed that 
crop residue and stubble burning have been 
discussed in detail.

Harsh Vardhan stressed that as a part of  
advance planning and special intervention, 
40 monitoring teams of Central Pollution 
Control Board (CPCB) have been deployed 
since September 1, 2017, to give feedback 

on the ground situation and air polluting 
activities in Delhi.

“A systemic response mechanism was 
put in place for the last one year and regular 
alerts were conveyed to all stakeholders,” the 
minister said.

Additionally, special focus has been 
trained on monitoring the situation at spe-
cific hotspots such as Anand Vihar, ITO, 
Punjabi Bagh and DTU, he said.

Specific interventions have been sug-
gested from time to time, as well as various 
directions have also been issued to various 
implementation agencies, he said.

The minister said that the short-term 
measures that have been taken to mitigate the 
problem are enforcement of a ban on diesel 
gen-sets, brick kilns, stone crushers, hot mix 
plants and prohibition of entry of trucks with 
non-essential supplies to Delhi.

He said enhanced parking fee and ca-
pacity augmentation of public transport has 
also been done while metro has increased 
its frequency and number of coaches by 25 
per cent. Watering over unpaved roads to 
contain road dust is being carried out on a 
large scale while fire tenders, water tankers 
of corporations have also been pressed into 
service for sprinkling water, he said.

The environment ministry has already 
formed a high-level committee recently to 
monitor the situation. 

A meeting of  the central committee 
chaired by environment secretary with chief  
secretaries of all concerned states was also 
convened recently.

Chennai/Cuddalore (TN), 
Nov. 11 (PTI): For the third 
day in a row, the Income-
Tax department continued 
its searches at tge premises 
linked to jailed AIADMK 
leader V K Sasikala and her 
kin over suspected tax eva-
sion but did not elaborate on 
the value of cash and types 
of documents seized.

The searches, including 
in this metropolis, Bengalu-
ru, Hyderabad and a number 
of other locations in Tamil 
Nadu, that commenced on 
November 9 were going on 
at some places, a senior tax 
official told PTI. However, 
he declined to disclose how 
much cash and what type of  
documents were seized.

A Coimbatore report, 
quoting police, said the In-
come Tax officials, who 
were carrying out searches 
at the premises of  a sand 
merchant M Arumugasamy, 
as part of  the state-wide 
raids, completed their search 
today.

T h e  s l e u t h s,  w h o 
searched a commercial 
complex belonging to Aru-
mugasamy, have reportedly 
seized some “important” 
documents from there, po-
lice said.

The search was also 
completed at the premises of  
Sajeevan, who is supplying 
furniture across Coimbatore 
and Nilgiris districts.

He had also supplied 
wood and other materials 
to the Kodanadu bungalow 
in Kotagiri belonging to late 
chief minister J Jayalalithaa.

In Cuddalore, a 10-mem-
ber team is conducting 
searches at two residences 
and a jewellery shop.

One of  the residences 
belongs to an astrologer, 
who reportedly used to give 
advice to Sasikala, who is 
now in a Bengaluru jail fol-
lowing her conviction in a 
disproportionate assets case.

The raid on 187 loca-
tions was conducted by over 
1,000 officials, who split into 

over a dozen teams on day 
one of the searches on No-
vember 9. Subsequently, the 
number of officials carrying 
out the task shrunk with the 
conclusion of the searches at 
some premises.

Backed with inputs, in-
cluding those from the Fi-
nance Ministry’s Financial 
Intelligence Unit, the raids 
are being conducted.

The allegations included 
suspicion of  shell compa-
nies, dubious investments, 
suspicious fund flow and its 
transfers and fudging of ac-
counts. Jaya TV premises in 
Chennai and Dhinakaran’s 
farm house were searched 
as part of  the “Operation 
Clean Money”, under which 
premises belonging to 10 
Income-Tax assessee groups 
were raided. Dubbing the 
searches a “conspiracy”, 
deposed AIADMK deputy 
General Secretary T T V 
Dhinakaran has alleged it 
was to oust him and his 
jailed aunt from politics.

New Delhi, Nov. 11 (IANS): Appar-
ently worried about his government’s image, 
Prime Minister Narendra Modi had a pep 
talk with his council of  ministers, telling 
them to spread the good word about the 
government’s policies and initiatives at the 
ground level.

At a meeting of his Council of Ministers 
on Friday night, Modi asked his colleagues 
to work hard and ensure that the change 
in the lives of the people brought about by 
the government’s policies and actions was 
widely communicated.

At the meeting, a detailed presentation 
by three ministers was given on how various 
programmes and initiatives of the govern-
ment had brought about “Ease of Living” 
in the lives of the people. The meeting also 
saw a presentation on social media by a top 
PMO official, sources said. 

They said the presentation on “Ease of  
Living” lasted about an hour and had three 
parts with over 90 slides highlighting the 
work done by the government in the last 

three-and-a-half years. 
The Ease of Living presentations were 

made by Minister of State for Agriculture 
Gajendra Singh Shekahwat, Minister of  
State for Skill Development Anantkumar 
Hegde and Housing and Urban Develop-
ment Minister Hardeep Singh Puri.

This was the first such meeting after 
Modi reshuffled his Council of Ministers in 
September paving the way for new entrants. 
Interestingly, all the three ministers, who 
gave the presentations, were inducted into 
the ministry in the last reshuffle

Besides demonetisation and GST, such 
schemes like Mudra, Digital India, afford-
able housing and Ujjawala Yojana figured 
in the presentations claiming that these have 
made life easier for people.

The meeting of the Council of Ministers 
followed a meeting of the union Cabinet.

It came days after India jumped 30 spots 
to secure a place among the top 100 coun-
tries in the World Bank’s “Ease of Doing 
Business” ranking list.

Gurgaon, Nov. 11 (PTI): A Gurgaon 
juvenile court today sent the teenager 
apprehended by the CBI in connection 
with the killing of a seven-year-old boy 
in Ryan International School here to 
observation home till November 22.

CBI sources said the court has 
fixed the next date hearing on No-
vember 22.

Earlier in the day, the apprehended 
teenager, a class 11 student of  the 
school, was taken by the Central 
Bureau of Investigation to the school 

to recreate the crime scene, they said.
The sources said the team reached 

the school at around noon along with 
the accused and remained there for 
over three hours before taking him to 
the juvenile court where a hearing was 
scheduled.

The team asked the teenager to 
explain the events that took on Sep-
tember 8 morning when Pradhuman, 
a class 2 student of  the school, was 
allegedly killed by him, they said.

He was asked to explain entire 

chain of  events, even the smallest of  
the details, that unfolded on that day 
as the team took various measure-
ments and recorded time, among 
others, needed to commit the crime as 
part of  a corroborative exercise, they 
said, adding it was done to ascertain 
the claims of the accused.

The sources said CBI officials also 
used a dummy in the form of  a soft 
toy to ask him how he allegedly killed 
Pradhuman.

Meanwhile, the father of teenager 

today alleged that the CBI was tortur-
ing his son which was strongly refuted 
by the agency.

The sources said the juvenile court 
has appointed an independent welfare 
officer to monitor the investigation 
and questioning of  the apprehended 
student.

They said the officer, a completely 
independent entity, remains present 
during the questioning sessions and 
also whenever the accused is taken to 
a location.

The sources said the agency is 
trying to analyse all aspects and pos-
sibilities in the murder case.

Pradhuman was found near the 
toilet of  Ryan International School 
with his throat slit on September 8 
morning within an hour of his father 
leaving him at the school.

The Gurgaon Police had arrested 
a bus conductor of the school pinning 
the blame of murder on him.

In a sensational twist to the case, 
the CBI recently announced that it 

had apprehended the senior student 
in connection with the murder of  
Pradhuman rejecting the Gurgaon 
Police theory that the killing was the 
handiwork of  school bus conductor 
Ashok Kumar. 

According to the agency, the Class 
11 student, believed to be weak in 
studies, allegedly slit Pradhuman’s 
throat to get the school to declare a 
holiday in order to defer a scheduled 
parent-teacher meeting (PTM) and an 
examination.

New Delhi, Nov. 11 (IANS): Standardisation of all the 
norms and practices in academia in English language is a 
source of resentment among the public and it can only be 
addressed through a “creative solution”, Vice Chancellor 
of Ashoka University Pratap Bhanu Mehta said.

Speaking at the launch of the book ‘Building Uni-
versities That Matter’ written by Pankaj Chandra, Vice 
Chancellor of Ahmedabad University, Mehta said: “We 
know nationalism arises out of the tissue of resentment... 
But deep down if  you scratch, the underlying source of  
resentment is how can you have a system whose stand-
ards, norms... defining models are articulated in English.

“Linguistic apartheid is the biggest marker of  a 
culture being relegated to second class status,” he said.

“....That congealed resentment is at the heart of the 
crisis in higher education,” he added.

Mehta said that India was not alone in facing such a 
crisis, but “general crisis of credibility” in public institu-
tions is being seen globally. 

Nirja Gopal Jayal, a Jawaharlal Nehru University 
professor raised several other issues ailing the academia 
including a governmental attempt at giving more au-
tonomy to the public universities.

She alleged the term autonomy was “an euphemism” 
to cut loose the necessary governmental funding.

She also said that the emphasis upon would-be teach-
ers to also have published research papers may result in 
losing some “gifted teachers” who otherwise may not be 
inclined in research.

Furqan Qamar, an educationist and Secretary Gen-
eral of  the Association of  Indian Universities, argued 
that the situation in academics was not “degenerating” 
- - a word, he said he found being used to describe several 
aspects of higher education in the book.

“It may be said to have degenerated only to the ex-
tent that we were not able to exploit our full potential... 
Millions still have benefitted from the same education 
system. If  this was bad, what could we have done if  it 
was good,” Qamar said.

It would be impractical to compare even the best of  
Indian universities with the best of the world, he said, 
when here we spend only 4.5 per cent of what they do 
on each student, moneywise.

The overall responsibility to shoulder the infrastruc-
ture still lay with the government heavily, because even 
overseas the student’s contribution is merely two-three 
per cent of the total expenditure on education in Europe, 
while in North America, it was somewhere between 10 
and 20 per cent, he reasoned. 

Delhi University Hindi department professor Apoor-
vanand and Shyam B. Menon, the Vice Chancellor of  
Ambedkar University, also participated in the Friday 
evening event.
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Louvre Abu Dhabi museum opened on Saturday, Nov. 11, 2017.

NEWS IN BRIEF
Massive protests in Brazil against 
labour reforms
Brasilia, Nov. 11 (IANS):  Massive protests took place 
across Brazil against a comprehensive labour reform 
that the people believe only benefits big business. The 
protests were held in the country’s 24 of  27 states, a 
day before the labour reforms take effect, reports Xin-
hua news agency.  Both the labour and social security 
reforms are considered highly damaging to workers, 
according to critics, who say that it will make workers 
more vulnerable, reduce their rights and will be inef-
fective in curbing unemployment. The social security 
reform is criticised for establishing a minimum age 
of  retirement regardless of  how many years one has 
worked, which will in practice make poorer people 
work for many more years and retire with lower pen-
sions. 

Four killed in Afghan suicide at-
tack
Kabul, Nov. 11 (IANS):  Four people were killed 
and five others injured on Saturday in a suicide attack 
targeting a military camp in Afghanistan’s Helmand 
province, a police officer said. “A Taliban terrorist driv-
ing an explosive-laden car was attempting to enter the 
military camp but was identified and shot dead by secu-
rity personnel outside. However, two more terrorists ac-
companying the suicide bomber opened fire on security 
personnel triggering a gunfight,” Xinhua news agency 
quoted the officer as saying. “The victims comprised 
three Taliban militants and one security personnel.” 
The Taliban has claimed responsibility for the attack.

Drone from Syria approaches Is-
rael, intercepted by missile
Jerusalem, Nov. 11 (IANS):  An Israeli Patriot missile 
intercepted a drone from Syria that approached the 
Jewish state’s disputed border with Syria near the Golan 
Heights on Saturday. The aerial vehicle was demolished 
before it entered the Israeli-annexed Golan Heights, a 
military spokesperson told Xinhua news agency. The 
missile was launched from a Patriot battery located in 
the city of Safed in the Upper Galilee.  Residents of the 
area said they heard echoes of strong explosions and a 
busy aerial activity, local media reported. In Septem-
ber, Israel intercepted a UAV after it infiltrated into the 
demilitarised zone on the Syrian-Israeli border in the 
Golan Heights. 

BRICS reaffirms commitment to 
promoting competition
Brasilia, Nov. 11 (IANS): The BRICS bloc of emerg-
ing economies has reaffirmed its commitment to 
promoting competition and combating monopolies. 
The five BRICS members -- Brazil, Russia, India, 
China and South Africa -- gathered here for their 
5th International Competition Conference, issued a 
joint declaration on Friday pledging continued efforts 
to implement policies and practices that encourage 
competitiveness. Organised by Brazil’s Administrative 
Council for Economic Defence (CADE), the event 
brought together officials and experts from BRICS and 
other countries. Delegates from more than 25 countries 
attended this year’s conference, said Barreto, including 
academics from 26 universities, and representatives 
from the Organization for Economic Cooperation and 
Development (OECD), UN Conference on Trade and 
Development (UNCTAD) and the World Intellectual 
Property Organisation (WIPO).

Daimler’s all-electric school bus 
on US road by 2019 — Report
Berlin, Nov. 11 (IANS):  Daimler, the parent firm of  
Mercedes-Benz, is reportedly gearing up to manufacture 
an all-electric school bus (with a range of 160 km) for US 
roads by 2019. “The bus is a ‘Saf-T-Liner’ C2 Electric 
Bus that will be manufactured by Daimler subsidiary 
Thomas Built Buses,” The Verge reported late on Friday. 
Also named “Jouley,” the bus will be able to accom-
modate 81 children and is powered by a 60kWh battery 
that will give it a range of up to 160 kms. Like other 
automobile makers, Daimler’s Mercedes-Benz has also 
said it will expand its electric vehicle range over the next 
few years with the “EQ” line-up of electric cars.  

N Korea brands Trump a ‘warmonger’ 
as his Asia tour moves to Hanoi 

Ministers at APEC summit agree 
to foster growth, integration

Massive protests in Brazil
against labour reforms

Louvre Abu Dhabi opens to public Philippines rescues three 
Vietnamese from Islamists

World needs new digital Geneva 
Convention— Microsoft President

US Congress authorises $700mn for Pakistan

Bangladesh Chief Justice resigns amid criticism 
over constitutional amendment verdict

Hanoi, Nov. 11 (PTI/AFP):  US 
President Donald Trump was due 
to land in Hanoi today, as North 
Korea slammed his “warmonger” 
Asia tour, saying it will only ac-
celerate Pyongyang’s push for a 
full-fledged nuclear deterrent.
Trump has repeatedly railed 
against the North as he urges 
the region to take a united front 
against the threat posed by the 
isolated nation, which has sparked 
global alarm with nuclear and 
missile tests in recent months.
On Friday he warned world lead-
ers gathered in the Vietnamese 
resort city of  Danang that the 
Asia-Pacific region “must not be 
held hostage to a dictator’s twisted 
fantasies”.Pyongyang issued its re-
tort today branding Trump’s Asia 
tour a “warmonger’s visit for con-
frontation to rid the DPRK of  its 
self-defensive nuclear deterrence”, 
in the first comments on the visit 
by a North Korean official.
Tensions over the North’s weap-
ons programme have surged in 
recent months, as Pyongyang 
carried out a sixth nuclear test 
-- by far its largest to date -- and 
test fired dozens of  missiles, some 
capable of  reaching the US main-
land.
North Korea has dominated 
Trump’s trip, which has so far 
swept in Japan, South Korea, 
China and Vietnam.
In a speech to the South Korean 
parliament on Wednesday, Trump 

warned Pyongyang not to under-
estimate the United States, while 
offering leader Kim Jong-Un a 
better future if  he gives up his 
nuclear ambitions.
The North today said Trump’s 
warnings “can never frighten us or 
put a stop to our advance”, accord-
ing to the state-run KCNA news 
agency, quoting a Pyongyang 
foreign ministry spokesman.
Instead the threat “pushes us to 
speed up the efforts to accomplish 
the great cause of  completing the 
state nuclear force”, the statement 
said, dismissing Trump’s tour of  
the region as a “business trip”.
Rewriting America’s trade rela-
tions with the Asia-Pacific region 

has been Trump’s other core mes-
sage, giving ample airing to his 
“America First” mantra.
The combative billionaire-turned-
president accused the region of  
taking advantage of  US largesse 
in rules-based trade deals while re-
tooling their own economies with 
“unfair” subsidies and protected 
markets.
He is set to land in Vietnam’s capi-
tal Hanoi where he will meet its 
Communist leadership, following 
his meetings with global leaders 
at the APEC summit in Danang.
Vietnam has eagerly courted trade 
and investment with the US since 
Trump’s election, moreso after he 
yanked the US from a key Pacific 

Rim trade pact, taking with him 
low tariff  access to the world’s 
largest market.
The former wartime foes became 
friends under Trump’s predecessor 
Barack Obama, who embraced 
Vietnam as part of  his strategic 
pivot to Asia, which sought to 
counterbalance China’s rise.
But Obama also delivered harsh 
warnings on the one-party state’s 
dismal rights record.
Those are likely to be muted 
as Trump seeks to use the US’ 
enormous economic heft to build 
bilateral trade deals.
He has already binned US partici-
pation the Trans-Pacific Partner-
ship, the cornerstone of  Obama’s 
Asia embrace which Trump pulled 
out of  in January.
Vietnam stood to gain enormously 
from the deal before the US pull-
out, opening the door to Ameri-
ca’s huge market for its cheaply 
manufactured goods.
Though Trump is not as revered in 
Vietnam as his predecessor, a Pew 
survey last week found 58 per cent 
of  Vietnamese respondents have 
confidence in him.
Trump will attend a state banquet 
on Saturday before a welcoming 
and deal-signing ceremony on 
Sunday morning.
He leaves for the Philippines on 
Sunday afternoon where he will 
attend the ASEAN summit of  
Southeast Asian leaders.

Da Nang (Vietnam), Nov. 
11 (IANS): The ministers 
of  trade and foreign af-
fairs at the Asia-Pacific 
Economic Cooperation 
(APEC) Summit here 
agreed on Saturday on a 
series of measures to imple-
ment this year to maintain 
growth and integration in 
the region.
The document, agreed dur-
ing the summit that will 
conclude later on Saturday, 
focuses on four issues laid 
down by the host nation at 
the start of the summit on 
Monday, reports Efe news.
They were strengthening 
regional integration, the 
promotion of  inclusive 
and sustainable growth, 

increasing the competitive-
ness of small and medium 
enterprises, and improving 
food security and agricul-
tural sustainability to tackle 
climate change.
Among the agreements, the 
ministers called for progress 
in the Lima Declaration for 
an Asia-Pacific Free Trade 
Agreement, and lent their 
support to enabling cross 
border e-commerce in the 
region.
The ministers in their reso-
lution stressed the need to 
promote transparent regu-
lations for this sector and 
more effective protection 
of privacy.
The declaration also called 
for promoting education 

and training to tackle the 
challenges of  the digital 
era, and implementing a 
green, innovative and sus-
tainable strategy for small 
and medium enterprises.
On Wednesday, the US had 
blocked the approval of  
the text of  the declaration 
over disagreement over the 
language on protectionism 
and free trade.APEC is 
made up of Australia, Bru-
nei, Canada, Chile, China, 
South Korea, the United 
States, the Philippines, 
Hong Kong, Indonesia, 
Japan, Malaysia, Mexico, 
New Zealand, Papua New 
Guinea, Peru, Russia, Sin-
gapore, Taiwan, Thailand 
and Vietnam. 

Brasilia, Nov. 11 (IANS): Massive protests 
took place across Brazil against a com-
prehensive labour reform that the people 
believe only benefits big business.
The protests were held in the country’s 24 
of 27 states, a day before the labour reforms 
take effect, reports Xinhua news agency. 
It has been approved by Congress and 
signed into law by President Michel Temer. 
Both the labour and social security reforms 
are considered highly damaging to work-
ers, according to critics, who say that it will 
make workers more vulnerable, reduce 

their rights and will be ineffective in curbing 
unemployment.
The social security reform is criticised for 
establishing a minimum age of retirement 
regardless of  how many years one has 
worked, which will in practice make poorer 
people work for many more years and retire 
with lower pensions.
The labour reform passed with relative ease 
in Congress, but the social security reform 
is considered a much harder sell, as the 
government does not have, at this point, 
enough votes to approve the bill before the 
end of the year.

A b u  D h a b i ,  N ov. 1 1 
(IANS):  The much-awaited 
and iconic Louvre Abu 
Dhabi museum opened 
its doors to the public on 
Saturday and euphoric resi-
dents made a beeline to get 
the first glimpse of the Jean 
Nouvel masterpiece.
The museum opened its 
doors at 10 a.m. with its 
director Manuel Rabaté 
welcoming the guests. Visi-
tors were greeted with a tra-
ditional Al Ayyalah dance 

performance.
According to officials, 1,000 
extra tickets for the opening 
day were quickly snapped 
up online and tickets for 
the whole week were also 
sold out.
“Just three more minutes to 
go, and I am inside Louvre,” 
said Jordanian Manas Ab-
deljaber, who drove all the 
way from Dubai with her 
67-year-old mother.
French expats Malika Zaa-

Dhaka, Nov. 11 (IANS):  Bangla-
desh’s Chief Justice Surendra Ku-
mar Sinha has resigned, six weeks 
after he went on long leave amid 
criticism by the ruling party over 
his decision to scrap Parliament’s 
authority to impeach Supreme 
Court judges.
The President’s office said on Sat-
urday that it had received a letter 
of resignation from Sinha, who is 
abroad.
Sinha, the country’s first Hindu 
Chief  Justice in Muslim major-
ity Bangladesh, took office on 
January 17, 2015. His tenure 
was to end in January next year, 
Bdnews24.com reported.
He came under fire from the rul-
ing Awami League party after the 

top court in July this year scrapped 
the 16th constitutional amend-
ment, stripping the Parliament of  
its power to impeach apex court 
judges. 
Ruling party leaders also attacked 
Sinha for his observations on 
Bangladesh’s politics, past dicta-
torships, Election Commission, 
corruption, governance and judici-
ary in the verdict.
The Awami League accused him 
of  “belittling” the Father of  the 
Nation Bangabandhu Sheikh 
Mujibur Rahman in some of the 
observations.
The opposition Bangladesh Na-
tionalist Party (BNP) of  former 
Premier Khaleda Zia had wel-
comed the verdict, which restored 

the Supreme Judicial Council pro-
vision in the Constitution, a sys-
tem introduced during the party 
founder Ziaur Rahman’s military 
rule to sack top court judges. 
Sinha sat in his office for the 
last time on August 24 before 
the annual vacation of  the apex 
court started. The government 
announced his “sick” leave on 
October 3, a day before the vaca-
tion ended.
He left Bangladesh for Australia 
on October 13, to stay with his 
eldest daughter Suchana Sinha.
Before leaving, he issued a state-
ment, saying he was “not sick” 
and was “quite embarrassed” 
about how a specific political 
quarter, including some minis-

ters and Prime Minister Sheikh 
Hasina herself, had criticised him 
over one of the verdict. 
On October 2, the Chief Justice 
applied to President Md Abdul 
Hamid for a one-month leave that 
ended on November 1.
While on leave, the CJ requested 
the President to extend his leave 
till November 10, which ended 
on Friday.
On August 1, the Supreme Court 
had published the full verdict on 
the annulment of the 16th amend-
ment to the constitution.
BNP Secretary General Mirza 
Fakhrul Islam Alamgir accused 
the government of forcing Sinha 
to go abroad to “establish its full 
control over the judiciary”.

“It’s now clear to the entire nation 
that the government has taken all 
the steps to send the Chief Justice 
abroad by force,” Alamgir said.
A day after Sinha’s departure, the 
Supreme Court in a rare statement 
described Sinha’s statement as 
“misleading”.
According to the apex court, 
Sinha faces 11 specific charges, 
including graft, money laundering 
and moral lapse, for which his col-
leagues in the Appellate Division 
refused to work with him.
A government order said Presi-
dent Abdul Hamid appointed 
Justice Abdul Wahhab Miah as 
the acting Chief Justice. He will 
perform the duties until a new ap-
pointment.

rour and Carole Borie said 
they did not want to miss 
the Day 1 of Louvre. “We 
are from Bordeaux, and 
have never been to the Lou-
vre in Paris. But we don’t 
want to miss this one,” said 
Borie.
Four-day festivities will 
mark the public opening 
with an array of entertain-
ment activities including 
headline acts by interna-
tional artists, Gulf  News 
reported. The museum will 
display more than 600 valu-
able artefacts in its 23 gal-
leries and will symbolise the 
epitome of human connec-
tion and unity. It will also 
showcase some 300 arte-
facts loaned from French 
museums and includes a 
temporary exhibition area 
and other facilities.
The art pieces will span the 
end of the third millennium 
BC, to the Medieval Era, 
the Renaissance and the 
Neoclassical period, right 
through to the contempo-

rary era, thus covering the 
entirety of  human exist-
ence.
Hailed as a monument to 
the global confluence of  
cultures “that will broad-
cast tolerance and accept-
ance” the museum was 
inaugurated last week in 
a ceremony attended by 
Abu Dhabi Crown Prince 
Sheikh Mohammed bin 
Zayed, Dubai ruler Sheikh 
Mohammed Bin Rashid Al 
Maktoum, French Presi-
dent Emmanuel Macron 
and Afghanistan President 
Ashraf Ghani.
The building is made up 
of  a huge silver dome 
that weighs around 7,500 
tonnes. It features a geomet-
ric structure of 7,850 stars 
and as the sun passes above, 
its lights filters through the 
perforations in the dome 
to create an inspiring effect 
within the museum known 
as the “rain of  light”, in-
spired by the palm trees of  
Abu Dhabi.

Manila, Nov. 11 (PTI/
AFP): Three Vietnam-
ese sailors held for eight 
months by Islamist gun-
men have been rescued by 
soldiers in the southern 
Philippines, the army said 
today, in the latest opera-
tion against the kidnap-
for-ransom militants.
The sailors were found 
in the southernmost is-
land group of  Tawi-Tawi 
yesterday along with the 
body of  another Viet-
namese seaman who had 
died in captivity from an 
illness, regional military 
commander Lieutenant 
General Carlito Galvez 
said.
“He was already dead 
when the troops found 
them,” Galvez told AFP, 
adding that he could not 
reveal further details be-
cause the military opera-
tion against the kidnap-

pers was ongoing.
The Vietnamese sailors 
were among the crew of  
a cargo vessel captured 
in February in the seas 
off  the southern Philip-
pines and held by the 
Abu Sayyaf, an Islamic 
extremist group blamed 
for kidnappings, piracy 
and bombings in the area.
Galvez  sa id  the  Abu 
Sayyaf  are still holding 
a number of  Filipino and 
foreign hostages includ-
ing Ewold Horn, a Dutch 
bird-watcher abducted in 
2012.
Abu Sayyaf,  original-
ly a loose network of  
militants formed in the 
1990s with seed money 
from Osama bin Laden’s 
Al-Qaeda network, has 
splintered into factions, 
with some continuing to 
engage in banditry and 
kidnappings.

Geneva, Nov. 11 (IANS):  There is now a 
need for a new digital Geneva Convention 
that commits governments to defending and 
protecting civilians from state-sponsored 
cyber-attacks, Microsoft President Brad 
Smith has said.
A cyber arms race is underway with nations 
developing and unleashing a new genera-
tion of weapons aimed at governments and 
civilians alike, Smith said here at the United 
Nations while discussing the global issues 
and challenges relating to cybersecurity 
this week.
According to a report in The Register, Smith 
last month publicly accused North Korea of  
the WannaCry ransomware attack.
In May, the WannaCry ransomware attack 
impacted more than 200,000 computers in 
more than 150 countries and showed the 
world the broad damage “invisible” cyber 
weapons can inflict. 
WannaCry’s impact forced the National 
Health Service in England to divert ambu-
lances and cancel thousands of  appoint-

ments for people scheduled to see a physi-
cian or have a surgical procedure. 
“WannaCry provided a wake-up call to the 
world. If we do not do more to address the 
risk of nation-state cyberattacks, the world 
will become a more dangerous place,” 
Smith said in a blog post on Friday recount-
ing his talk in Geneva. 
While technology companies like Microsoft 
have the first responsibility to address issues 
of cybersecurity, it would be a mistake to 
think the private sector by itself can prevent 
or stop the risk of cyberattacks any more 
than it can prevent any other types of mili-
tary attacks, Smith noted.
He said that the tech sector today needs 
to act as a “neutral Digital Switzerland” 
to help civilians everywhere who are hurt 
in an attack. “This is part of the thinking 
that is going into the tech sector’s efforts 
to increase cybersecurity collaboration and 
consider a more formal Tech Accord, so we 
can act effectively and in a globally respon-
sible way,” Smith said.

Washington, Nov. 11 
(IANS): The US Con-
gress has authorised up to 
$700 million in Coalition 
Support Fund (CSF) to 
reimburse Pakistan for 
activities carried out in 
support of  American op-
erations in Afghanistan.
The authorisation was 
included in the recon-
ciled text of  the House 
and Senate versions of  
the 2018 National De-
fence Authorisation Act 
(NDAA-2018),  which 
was released earlier this 
week, Dawn online re-
ported.
The reconciled version 
will make $350 million 
of  $700 million available 
to Pakistan upon certifi-
cation from US Defence 
Secretary Jim Mattis that 
Pakistan took demon-
strable steps against the 

Haqqani network and 
Lashkar-e-Tayyaba in 
Pakistan.
The NDAA urged the 
US Defence Department 
to monitor Washington’s 
security assistance to Pa-
kistan and ensure that the 
country did not use it to 
support militant groups.
Mattis will also have to 
certify that Pakistan took 
steps to demonstrate its 
commitment to prevent 
the Haqqani network and 
LeT from using Pakistani 
territory as a safe haven 
and for fundraising or 
recruiting efforts.
The reconciled version 
also expressed concern 
about the alleged per-
secution of  various po-
litical or religious groups 
in Pakistan, including 
Christians, Hindus, Ah-
madis, Baloch, Sindhi 

and Hazara.
The bil l  urged Mattis 
to ensure that Pakistan 
will not use any assist-
ance provided by the US 
to persecute minority 
groups.
The certification would 
also have to include a 
declaration that Paki-
stan is working with Af-
ghanistan to restrict the 
movement of  militants 
along the border and that 
Islamabad had shown 
progress in arresting and 
prosecuting senior lead-
ers and mid-level opera-
tives of  the Haqqani net-
work and LeT.
NATO, meanwhile, said 
without the support of  
neighbouring countries, 
bringing peace and stabil-
ity to Afghanistan would 
be impossible, Tolo News 
reported. 
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Sonakshi-Shatrughan Sinha to promote girl education
Sonakshi Sinha along with her actor-politician father Shatrughan Sinha will promote 
“Beti Bachao Beti Padhao” campaign through a film. The one minute film, titled 
“Mauke Ke Pankh”, is directed by Kussh Sinha. It is inspired by the government’s 
campaign - ‘Beti Bachao Beti Padhao’. The film features Sonakshi in three avatars - an 
astronaut, a boxer and a lawyer and has voice over by Shatrughan Sinha. “I hope with 
this film, we can hopefully change the mindset of people and stop looking at women 
as women and men as men, rather treat everyone equally and have equal opportuni-
ties for all. It may sound idealistic, but that’s ok. “It was a big responsibility on me as I 
was taking my accomplished father and sister, so I had to justify and do justice to their 
talent. Through Sonakshi’s part we wanted to show the various professional choices a 
women can make in her career,” Kussh says in an interview with PTI. (PTI)

EM Images
Lords of Rock (also called LOR) performing in Kohima  on Saturday evening at the State Academy Hall. The band played a power-packed 
set of classic rock covers of the 80s and 90s, including Dr. Stein (Helloween), November Rain (Guns N Roses), Decadence Dance (Extreme), 
‘Daddy, Brother, Lover, Li le Boy’ (Mr. Big), Always (Bon Jovi) and All She Wrote (Firehouse) among many others. The LOR concert was 
presented by Trust Circle Society.

TICKET RATES
Silver Rs. 80
Gold Rs. 150

HILL STAR 
Movie Schedule

Hill Star is thrilled to announce its valued HillStarCinema fans that the 
hall is now live at BookMyShowIN You can now BUY tickets online! 

10 am, 5.30 pm: Thor 
Ragnarok

12.30, 8 pm: Qarib Qarib 
single

3 pm: Shadi: Mein 
Zaror Aana

Mkg welcomes autumn with a ‘country night’ Kewizengdailiu 
wins Peren Voice 
Impact-4 

Louis CK admits to sexual misconduct

Elvis Presley’s divorce document on auction

Chuck Mosley, 
former singer of 
Faith No More, 
dead at 57

LOR performs in Kohima

T
he cool autumn night 
was warmed by the 
soft tunes of coun-
try music as musi-
cians and singers in 

Mokokchung town gathered for 
a country night at ‘Just a Venue’ 
(or commonly called as JAV) on 
Nov. 10 Fri. evening much to 

the enjoyment of country music 
lovers.

This year, Mokokchung 
musicians came together and 
charted out a calendar of year 
long event and the country night 
was of the event which was 
held successfully, a press release 
mentioned.

Held under the banner of  
‘Mokokchung Music Lovers & 
Organisers’, the group is said to 
have successfully hosted  Valen-
tines Night on February 14; Gos-
pel Rock Concert on March 26; 
a Blues Night, a Dylan’s Night, 
World Music Day, a tribute 
concert etc.

Friday evening was another 
such night. The timeless Hunt-
ingboots Inc, a group of musi-
cians, who fostered their friend-
ship while serving a Church 
leaders and their love for Elvis 
songs, performed some country 
songs much to the enjoyment of  
the audience. Lijem, Sentimenla, 

Imye Longkumer, Shilu, Adang 
Jamir and others, who are well 
known musicians in their own 
rights, took the stage and belted 
out the ageless country songs 
from the likes of Don Williams, 
Kenny Rogers, etc.

As the year comes to an end, 
the calendar of event will culmi-
nate with the mega Inter-Ward 
Beat Contest which is said to be 
held in the month of December.

Meanwhile, the organisers 
in the release have expressed 
heartfelt gratitude to all the spon-
sors, the music lovers and the 
musicians for making the event a 
grand success. 

The organisers thanked the 
proprietor of ‘Just a Venue’ for 
the space, Temsu Imsong for the 
sound system, Temsu Jamir for 
the lightings, Adang Jamir and 
Lawrence Imchen for being the 
masters of ceremony, Tongdang 
Ozukum for additional sound 
back-up, the organizing team 
members and also the music lov-
ers who thronged the venue.

EMN

K
ewizengdailiu Kaurinta was declared 
winner of the Peren Voice Impact 
Season-4 which was held on Nov. 3 at 
Jalukie Town Hall on the theme ‘Greater 
Heights.’ 

Ipungchule Ndang bagged the runner’s up and 
Viewer’s Choice award, while Kilengsi was declared 
the most promising artist.

The contest was organised by Peren District Music 
Society (PDMS) with the Parliamentary Secretary of  
Information Technology & Communication and DAN, 
Dr. Longrineken as the chief guest. 

Speaking at the function, the chief guest appreci-
ated the organisers for the charity work towards the 
community and encouraged them to produce local 
music based on the mountains, rivers, valleys and the 
rich Naga heritage.

The programme was chaired by the Keyiputlang, 
while the invocation was pronounced by pastor Mon-
gzeung. Lighting system was donated by Keyichetlube 
Pame in memory of his brother late Suigong Pame. 

Winner of Peren Voice Impact-3 Keyipeisile Herie 
also presented a special number ‘One moment in time.’

EMN

C
omedian 
Louis C.K. ad-
mitted that he 
had engaged 
in sexual 

misconduct with several 
women.

His acknowledgment 
came as a film distributor 
canceled the release of his 
forthcoming comedy and 
as media companies cut 
ties with him in response to 
a New York Times report 
in which the women de-
tailed his behavior toward 
them, reports nytimes.com.

In a statement on 
Friday, Louis C.K. said, 
“I want to address the 
stories told to The New 
York Times by five women 
named Abby, Rebecca, 
Dana, Julia who felt able to 
name themselves and one 
who did not.”

He continued, “These 
stories are true.”

According to the 
report, the comedians 
Dana Min Goodman, 
Julia Wolov and Rebecca 
Corry, the writer Abby 
Schachner, and a fifth 

woman who spoke on 
condition of  anonymity 
described upsetting inter-
actions with Louis C.K. 
in which he undressed 
and masturbated in front 
of  them, asked if  he could 
masturbate in front of  

them, or could be heard 
masturbating during a 
telephone call.

Louis C.K. said in 
his statement that he told 
himself “what I did was 
O.K.” because he asked the 
women first. But, he con-
tinued that he learned “too 
late” that “when you have 
power over another per-
son,” such a request “isn’t a 
question. It’s a predicament 
for them.”

“The power I had over 
these women is that they 
admired me. And I wielded 
that power irresponsibly,” 
he added.

Louis C.K. remained 
one of the most popular 
and influential performers 
in comedy as he has won 
multiple Emmy Awards for 
his stand-up specials.

IANS

T
he divorce settlement 
papers of  Elvis and 
Priscilla Presley will 
be up for auction.

The document is 
dated August 15, 1972, reports 
people.com.

The yellowed papers are 
being described by auctioneers 
Henry and Andrew Aldridge as 
“a fabulous piece of  show busi-
ness history”, that will be made 
available in UK on Saturday, 
according to Fox News.

“Each of  the 12 pages 
contains fascinating details and 
offers the reader a snapshot into 
the details and offers the reader 
a snapshot into the details in-
volved between both parties that 
only legal documents can give,” 
Aldridge told Fox News.

The document states that the 
former couple agreed to divide 
up their property via the docu-
ment to avoid more legal costs 
and “emotional stress.”

“The parties were married 

on May 1, 1967 in Las Vegas, 
Nevada. Unfortunate circum-
stances and unhappy differences 
have arisen between the parties 
by reason of  which they have 
lived separate and apart since 
February 23, 1972, and by 
reason of  which they intend to 
dissolve their marriage,” reads 
the document.

The settlement is signed by 
both Elvis and Priscilla, with the 
music legend signing over his 
famous 1971 Mercedes Benz, 

his 1969 Cadillac Eldorado, a 
1971 Harley Davidson motorcy-
cle and $100,00.

A pre-sale estimate of  the 
settlement is between $26,318 to 
$32,898. The last time the set-
tlement documents came up for 
sale in 2011, they sold for just 
under $8,000.

Elvis was 32, while Priscilla 
was 21 when they got married. 
They had daughter Lisa Marie 
together.

IANS

A
ccording to 
a statement 
issued by his 
family, the 
singer’s death 

was due to “the disease of  
addiction”.

The complete state-
ment, issued by Mosley’s 
publicist, reads in full: 
“After a long period of  
sobriety, Charles Henry 
Mosley III lost his life, 
on November 9th, 2017, 
due to the disease of  
addiction. We’re shar-
ing the manner in which 
he passed, in the hopes 
that it might serve as a 
warning or wake up call 
or beacon to anyone else 
struggling to fight for 
sobriety.”

Mosley was co-
writer of Faith No More’s 
groundbreaking 1985 debut 
album We Care A Lot and 
its follow-up, Introduce 
Yourself. The singer had 
previously admitted his de-
parture from the band had 
been due to his struggles 
with addiction, though he 
had since joined the band 
on stage for a number of  
shows.

teamrock

K
aran Johar said 
today that he was not 
“embarrassed” but 
“proud” of his sexual-
ity, asserting that it’s 

his orientation which defines him.
The filmmaker, who for the first 

time addressed the curiosity around 
his sexuality in his biography “An 
Unsuitable Boy”, today said the 
book was his final answer to the 
world and he will not get into any 
further details.

“I have never expressed my sexu-
al orientation in those many words. 
I have insinuated a lot and have said 
what I wanted to say in my book.

“I will never say that I am embar-
rassed or ashamed to say it. I am 
very proud of who I am and who I 
will always be.

Whatever I have written in the 
book is the truth and I stand by every 
word of it,” Johar said at Sahitya Aaj 
Tak.

The filmmaker said people criti-
cised him for not being direct about 
his orientation in the book and he 
still gets trolled on social media for it.

“There were two kinds of  
criticism. First, I was asked why I 
didn’t make it clear what I wanted 
to say. And my reply to that is, ‘it’s 
my right’. Another criticism I faced 
was that people asked me why I am 
like this. There are so many people 
out there who don’t understand the 
concept of personal orientation.

“Every morning I get up, I face a 

lot of trolling on Twitter, Instagram 
and on other platforms. If I post a 
picture with a pout then people make 
filthy comments,” he said.

Johar added that the comments 
used to make him angry initially but 
now he feels “amused and just smile 
when people make such comments”.

“Whatever I am, I’m proud of  
myself... The orientation I have, is 
who I am,” he said.

Talking about his films, the direc-
tor said he only creates the kind of  
cinema he understands well.

“The magic of big screen is dif-
ferent. People have often said that I 
don’t make real films. I say to them 
that I don’t know how to make real 
films. I know how to sell big dreams 
of big screen. That’s what I know 
and understand,” he said.

The 45-year-old director defend-
ed himself for making films about 
elites, saying, “Don’t the rich have 
problems in life? I make what comes 
to my mind. I never try to pretend to 
make something different.” 

Johar said whenever he has tried 
anything different - be it “My Name 
is Khan” or a short film for “Bombay 
Talkies”, which addressed homosex-
uality - he has never got credit for it.

“Unfortunately, if my name 
had been Karan Kashyap, then I 
would have got a lot more credit,” he 
quipped. “Now I have accepted this 
that I will never get credit, so I just 
do what I want to do,” he said.

PTI

I am proud of who I am— Karan 
Johar on sexual orientation

The ‘Vulpine’, an all-girls  band seen here in performance during the concert.
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The former head of world football Sepp Bla er said that claims by 
US women’s goalkeeper Hope Solo that he had grabbed her backside 
were “absurd”.

PTI
Arjuna-awardee gymnast Dipa Karmakar being awarded the D Lit degree from the Na onal Ins tute of 
Technology at the Rabindra Shatabarshiki Bhawan in Agartala on Saturday.

11

MIRROR CROSSWORD 1648SUD0KU 1487
Every Sudoku has a unique solution that can be 
reached logically. Enter numbers into the blank 
spaces so that each row, column and 3x3 box 
contains the numbers 1 to 9.

SOLUTIONS TO CROSSWORD 1647

Across
1 Beseeches
5 Acknowledges
9 Accessway
13 Leave the stage
14 German wife
15 Figure-skating feat
16 Solid ground
19 “I never ___ man ...”
20 Doing
21 Nobel’s birthplace
23 Carp’s kin
24 Rider’s command
25 Mentor
28 Foments
32 Listed
33 1991 Wimbledon champ
34 Yale student
35 Chest organ
36 Abyss
38 Thin cut
39 Water cooler
40 Boorish sort
41 Brushed hide
42 Rainy day reserve
44 Passed over
46 Makes haste
47 Harvest
48 Citizen of Seoul
51 Get set to kiss
55 X, Y or Z
56 Sixty
58 Director Riefenstahl
59 Cereal
60 Motion of the ocean
61 Calligrapher’s supply
62 “Swiss Family 

Robinson” 
author
63 Aspersion

Down
1 Capital of Boeotia?
2 Board member
3 Encircled

5 Position of authority
6 Scribe
7 Not, in dialect
8 Aggregate
9 “Hippolyte et Aricie” 

composer

10 Canceled
11 Apportion
12 Architectural drawing
17 Nautical command
18 Hindu retreat
22 Canine comment

25 Bushed
26 Bottom of a suit
27 Wind instruments?
29 Court star Monica
30 Gloss over, vocally
31 Located
33 Gangster’s piece
36 Compelling

37 Embraces
38 Whodunit roster
40 “Star Wars” princess
41 Drunkards
43 Dissertation
44 Dressing holders
45 Break
48 Hindu goddess
49 Beasts of burden
50 N.H.L. venue
51 Talk in church?
52 Churn up
53 Lahore lingo
54 Look intently
57 A question of procedure

SOLUTIONS TO SUD0KU 1487

Dipa Karmakar gets D.Litt. degree from NIT, AgartalaPirlo joins the criticism 
as Italy fears the worst

Former FIFA chief Blatter accused of sexual assault

Injury fears cloud Nadal-Federer 
dream clash at ATP Finals

AR’s tri-nation rally reaches Manipur

Milan, Nov. 11 (Reuters): Former play-
maker Andrea Pirlo joined the 
criticism after Italy’s 1-0 defeat 
to Sweden on Friday left the 
four-times champions on the 
brink of  missing out on the 
World Cup finals for the first 
time in 60 years.

Italy, whose last failure 
to qualify for the finals was 
in 1958, have to beat Sweden 
by two goals in the return 
leg on Monday in Milan to 
avoid what the head of  the 
federation Carlo Tavecchio 
has dubbed the ‘Apocalypse’.

But their toothless perfor-
mance on Friday - the latest in 
a series of lacklustre displays 
- has done nothing to reassure 
their supporters that Gian 
Piero Ventura’s side is up to 
the task.

Gazzetta dello Sport de-
scribed their display in Swe-
den as ‘poor and confused’ 
and Tuttosport said ‘enough 
of  excuses, now we have to avoid a 
historic embarrassment’.

“Italy looked like a scared team that 

was playing for a 0-0 draw. In Europe, 
that is not enough,” Pirlo told Sky 

Sport Italia.
The 38-year-old, who con-

firmed his retirement on Monday, 
also had little sympathy for Ven-
tura’s complaints about the referee. 
”It’s a red herring,“ he said. ”Play-
ing in Europe is not like in Italy, 
where you get a free kick for even 
the slightest contact.

“In these matches you need 
to be above all that and give 100 
percent; it’s in these matches that 
you see the real players.”

“It will be tough for Ventura 
to find the right words to say to 
the group,” added Pirlo, who was 
filmed watching the game on a 
sofa with a glass of  wine in his 
hand and stroking his beard.

“There will be two very in-
tense days, full of  pressure and 
the coach must have in mind the 
line-up that he is going to field.”

Pirlo added that it was no 
good hoping that home advantage 
would sway the tie Italy’s way.

“San Siro will make its pres-
ence felt but I’ve never seen a goal 
scored from the stands,” he said.

Agartala, Nov. 11 (IANS): 
India’s star gymnast Dipa 
Karmakar, who narrowly 
missed out on a bronze 
medal in the women’s vault 
event at the Rio Olympics 
last year, was on Saturday 
conferred a D.Litt. degree 
by the National Institute of  
Technology (NIT), Agar-
tala.

The 24-year-old Tripura 
girl, who became the first 
Indian woman gymnast to 
qualify for the Olympics, 
finished fourth in the final 
round of the women’s vault 
event at the Rio Olympics 
Games in Brazil last year.

Dipa’s father Dulal Kar-
makar told IANS that his 
daughter is now preparing 
for the 18th Asian Games in 
Indonesia’s Jakarta and 21st 
Commonwealth Games to 
be held in Australia’s Gold 
Coast.

Besides Dipa, the NIT 
also conferred D.Sc. degree 
upon IIT Guwahati Direc-
tor Goutam Biswas and 
Jadavpur University profes-
sor Biswajit Ghosh at its 
tenth convocation held on 
Saturday.

Degrees were given to 
950 students and 31 Ph.D 
scholars. Twenty students, 
including 11 girls, were giv-
en gold medals in various 
academic branches of  the 
institute.

National Institutional 
Ranking Framework and 
National Board of Accredi-
tation Chairman Surendra 
Prasad gave the convoca-
tion address while NITA 
Director Ajoy Kumar Roy 

awarded the degrees to the 
students. The NIT hon-
oured Bollywood actor 
Nana Patekar with a D.Litt. 
degree and Governor Ta-
thagata Roy with D.Eng at 
last year’s convocation.

Our Correspondent     
Imphal, Nov. 11 (EMN): 
Assam Rifles Sardar Vallab-
hbhai Patel Unity and Heri-
tage Tri- Nation Motorcycle 
Rally reached Imphal on 
Saturday and was accorded 
a warm welcome at Man-
tripukhri by Assam Rifles 
Personnel of  9 Sector and 
IGAR (S). The rally started 
its journey from Shillong on 
Oct. 31 where it was flagged 
off by Ganga Prasad, Gov-
ernor of  Meghalaya and 
Lt Gen Shokin Chauhan, 
DGAR. Covering a dis-
tance of 2150Km and riding 
along India Myanmar and 
Bangladesh, the rally also 
visited a number of villages 
in Meghalaya, Tripura and 
Mizoram. The expedition 
will be in the Imphal till 
Monday and will further 
move to Nagaland and As-
sam before terminating the 

London, Nov. 11 (PTI/
AFP): Rafael Nadal and 
Roger Federer can set up a 
dream climax to the 2017 
season at the ATP World 
Tour Finals, but organisers 
are sweating on the Span-
iard’s fitness and a new crop 
are itching to spoil the party.

The two all-time greats 
get star billing in London 
after each won two Grand 
Slams and locked down the 
top two rankings spots as 
Novak Djokovic and Andy 
Murray had injury-plagued 
seasons to forget.

The eight-man field 
at the O2 Arena has an 
unbalanced look about it 
but 20-year-old Alexander 
Zverev leads a hungry chas-
ing pack, desperate to stake 
a claim to membership of  
the game’s elite.

World number one 
Nadal, who won the French 
Open and US Open this 
year, admitted on Friday 
that he is not training at 
100 percent ahead of  his 
tournament opener against 
Belgium’s David Goffin on 
Sunday, although he said 
he is likely to be fit enough 
to play.

“I hope. And if  I didn’t 
believe I can be ready, for 
me, I wouldn’t be here,” 
said the Spaniard, who will 
also do battle with Dominic 
Thiem and Grigor Dimitrov 
in the ‘Pete Sampras’ group.

“I’m working every day, 
practising well and just try-

ing to be ready for the ac-
tion.” 

The 31-year-old, forced 
to pull out of the Paris Mas-
ters last week with a knee in-
jury, is painfully aware that 
the ATP Finals is the one 
major piece of  silverware 
missing from his trophy 
cabinet and he wants to put 
that right.

“Being here is an im-
portant thing but for me 
the most important thing is 
everything that happened 
to me this year, the tourna-
ments, competing almost 
every week with a very com-
petitive level of tennis, being 
healthy until Paris,” he said.

And Nadal said al-
though he welcomed the 
opportunity to finish the 
year with another high-pro-
file clash against Federer, he 
was not fixated on the need 
to defeat the Swiss after four 
straight losses to his old 
rival in 2017.
Federer chases seventh title
Federer, chasing his seventh 
Tour Finals title, is happy to 
be back at the end-of-season 
showpiece after missing 
out last year during a long 
layoff.

“Last year I couldn’t be 
here so it’s nice to be here 
again because this year I 
had to start further back 
in the rankings,” said the 
Swiss, who astonished the 
tennis world by winning 
the Australian Open af-
ter months away from the 

sport.
Federer, at the grand 

old age of  36, said he felt 
fresh after a season that had 
exceeded his expectations.

“This year I ended up 
playing much less than I 
thought I would. Because 
of the great start to the sea-
son I didn’t have to push 
it that much to be honest, 
which was great,” he said.

So can anybody smash 
the Federer-Nadal duopoly 
at the tournament featuring 
the season’s top players? 

The most likely candi-
date appears to be Zverev, 
who has rocketed up the 
rankings to number three 
after an outstanding season 
in which he has won five 
tournaments, including two 
Masters titles.

“Winning two Masters 
series is specal for any play-
er in an era where the top 
events have been monopo-
lised by the ‘Big Four’,” said 
the German, who is in the 
‘Boris Becker’ group along 
with Federer, former US 
Open winner Marin Cilic 
and Jack Sock.

He added that  the 
younger generation was 
making a push towards the 
top of the game to challenge 
the existing powers.

The singles tournament, 
which runs until November 
19, begins with Thiem tak-
ing on Dimitrov. The top 
two in each group qualify 
for the semi-finals.

Lisbon, Nov. 11 (IANS): 
Former US women’s team 
goalkeeper Hope Solo has 
rocked the football world 
with allegations of  sexual 
harassment against for-
mer FIFA President Sepp 
Blatter.

In an interview to Por-
tuguese publication Ex-
preso, Hope alleged that 
Blatter had touched her 
inappropriately during the 
Ballon d’Or awards cer-
emony in January 2013.

According to Solo, the 
incident happened just 
before she went on stage 
along with Blatter to pres-
ent the FIFA’s women’s 
Player Of  The Year award 
to Abby Wambach -- her 
colleague in the American 
squad which had won the 
gold medal at the 2012 
London Olympics.

“I had Sepp Blatter 
grab my ass,” Solo said in 
the interview.

“OK. I had Sepp Blat-
ter grab my ass. Can I talk 

about that? It was at the 
Ballon D’or one year, right 
before I went on stage... 
It’s been normalised,” she 
added. Alleging that sexu-
al harassment is rampant 

in the world of  sports, 
Solo urged female athletes 
to speak up about their 
experiences.

“This is what I can say: 
I’m actually very disap-

pointed with the women 
who haven’t spoken about 
it in the sports world. Yes, 
everybody has their indi-
vidual decisions, and it is 
uncomfortable, but I wish 
more women, especially 
in football, would speak 
against it, about their ex-
periences, because some 
of  those people still work 
there and some of  the play-
ers still act in these behav-
iours,” she said.

“I had some bad expe-
riences with players who 
are still on the team. I think 
it is important to acknowl-
edge that this doesn’t just 
happen with the powerful 
white men. It can happen 
all across the board, it can 
happen between women, it 
can happen anywhere. We 
are focused on the power-
ful white men, because I 
think that’s probably more 
prevalent, but It can hap-
pen anywhere. I’ve seen 
that,” she added.

“ Ye s,  I ’ve  s e e n  i t 

throughout my entire ca-
reer. And I wish more fe-
male athletes would speak 
out about their own expe-
riences. It’s rampant, it’s 
not just in Hollywood, 
it’s probably all over the 
place. I’ve seen it in sports. 
For years, in the past, fe-
male players date and end 
up marrying their college 
coaches, which obvious-
ly a coach should not be 
doing, especially with a 
young player. I’ve seen 
it not just with coaches, 
I’ve seen it with trainers, 
doctors, and our press offi-
cers... I’ve seen it amongst 
players in the locker room. 
I don’t know why more 
players don’t speak out 
against it.”

Blatter has, however, 
denied that the incident 
ever took place.

“This allegation is ri-
diculous,” a spokesman 
for the former FIFA chief  
was quoted as saying by 
the Guardian.

journey at Shillong on Nov. 
22. The Rally was welcomed 
by “The Royal Riders”, a 
riders club in Imphal and 
riders of  9 Sector Assam 
Rifles at Pallel , 50 km south 
of Imphal and was escorted 

to Thoubal where 26 Assam 
Rifles organised a welcome 
function for the team mem-
bers. DC Thoubal district N 
Nabhakishwar Singh wel-
comed the Rally along with 
locals, children and AR Of-

ficers and men. A cultural 
programme was organised 
during the event and the 
expedition further reached 
Imphal in the afternoon.

The team was flagged in 
at Mantripukhari by Major 

General Virendra Singh,IG 
of  Assam Rifles (S). The 
IG welcomed the team and 
appreciated the effort of  
team members in spreading 
goodwill, faith and harmony 
towards the greater cause of  
unity, integrity and peace 
amongst the countrymen 
and friendly foreign coun-
tries. The students of ARPS 
Mantripukhari also joined 
the Assam Rifles person-
nel in extending a warm 
welcome to the expedition 
team. 

The Motorcycle Rally 
members will be interacting 
with the Governor on Nov. 
12 and will also be meeting 
students of  various school 
and colleges in Imphal and 
adjoining areas. The rally is 
scheduled to be flagged off  
by Deputy Chief Minister Y 
Joykumar Singh of Manipur 
on Nov. 13.



Repsol Honda Team's Spanish rider Marc Marquez makes a wheelie 
a er taking pole at the MotoGP Valencia Grand Prix at Ricardo 
Tormo racetrack in Cheste, near Valencia, on Saturday.

Neymar
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Tamthing’s brace helps St Joseph’s College crush EIMI United 4-1; FC 
Chizami United to face New Market XI in quarters

Players of St Joseph’s College (red) and EIMI United seen in ac on at the Kohima local ground on Nov. 11.
EM Images

Sri Lanka batsman Niroshan Dickwella plays a shot during the warm-up match against Board President XI 
at Jadavpur University stadium 2nd campus at Salt Lake, in Kolkata on Saturday.

PTI

CLASSIC CUP Tearful Neymar denies problems at PSG

Sri Lankan batsmen make merry on day one of warm-up game

Marquez storms towards title with Valencia MotoGP pole

WADA says has database proving 
widespread Russian doping

Windies to tour Pakistan early next year

Mercedes team members 
robbed at gunpoint in Brazil

6th Niathu sports festival from Nov. 13

Paris, Nov. 11 (Reuters): 
Brazil forward Neymar de-
nied he had problems with 
his team mates at his club 
Paris St Germain and was 
moved to tears after being 
given the backing of  his 
national team coach Tite 
on Friday.

After helping Brazil 
beat Japan 3-1 in a friendly, 
Neymar refuted sugges-
tions that he regretted mov-
ing to the French club.

“I don’t like whispers 
and stories so it’s better 
that you hear it from the 
horse's mouth,” he told 
reporters after scoring one 
penalty and missing anoth-
er during the game in Lille.

”I don’t have any prob-
lems at PSG, the only thing 
that bothers me is the pres-
sure from the media. I‘m a 
guy who likes to win, I like 
winning titles and that’s 
why I came to PSG.

”I‘m very happy, I‘m 
motivated. They are in-
venting stories which aren’t 
true, I don’t have any prob-
lems with (forward) Edin-
son Cavani or with my 
coach (Unai Emery).

“I came to help and 
to be happy, I didn’t come 
to upset anyone or cause 
trouble.”

Tite backed Neymar 
and denied suggestions 
that he also had a trou-

bled relationship with the 
player.

“I keep hearing that 
Tite has problems with 
Neymar and I am tired of  
hearing that... we are tired 
of  it,” he said.

”I know that if  he did 
have problems, then he 
would have the decency 
and the good character 
to talk about them in the 
dressing room.

“I can talk about Ney-
mar’s temperament, his 
good nature and his big 
heart.”

Neymar was clearly 
moved by those words and 
left after being given a pat 
on the head by his coach.

Our Correspondent
Kohima, Nov. 11 (EMN): 
St Joseph College's player,  
Tamthing scored twice in 
the second half  to help beat 
EIMI United 4-1 and enter 
the last eight of  the ongo-
ing 23rd Classic Club held 
at the Kohima local ground 
on Saturday.

Menose’s opener was 

canceled out by Janghao 
strike in the first half  but 
a spot-kick conversion by 
Pelevikho and Tamthing’s 
brace in the second half  
secured a convincing vic-
tory for St Joseph's team 
over EIMI United.

While FC Chizami 
United and Foster FC 
also won their respective 

matches to enter quarterfi-
nals on Saturday.

Playing the last round 
of  last 16, Menose opened 
the scoring in the 14th min-
ute for St Joseph‘s College 
but minutes later Janghao 
scored the equaliser for 
United to end the first half  
with 1-1.

In the second half, St 

Joseph side started their 
counter attacks with bet-
ter ball possession and re-
sulted in a goal after the 
referee awarded a penalty 
for a handball inside the 
area and Pelevikho rose 
on the occasion to coolly 
converted a spot kick in the 
45th minute.

There was no stopping 

Cheste (Spain), Nov. 11 
(AFP): Marc Marquez 
tightened his grip on the 
MotoGP world champion-
ship on Saturday, by quali-
fying on pole for the sea-
son-ending Valencia Grand 
Prix with championship 
rival Andrea Dovizioso 
down the grid in ninth.

Holding a command-
ing 21-point lead in the 
championship standings, 
Honda's Marquez can only 
be denied a fourth Mo-
toGP world championship 
if  he finishes lower than 
11th and Ducati's Dovizio-
so wins.

Marquez was even able 
to shrug off  his 27th crash 
of  the season after post-
ing his best time of  1min 
29.897sec for his eighth 

Kolkata, Nov. 11 (PTI): 
Four batsmen scored 
half-centuries to take Sri 
Lanka to 411 for six on 
day-one of  their two-day 
warm-up against Board 
President's XI here today.

Sadeera Samarawick-
rama geared up for a po-
tential opening slot with 
a stroke-filled 74 off  77 
balls and shared a 133-run 
stand with Dimuth Ka-
runaratne (50 retired) as 
Sri Lanka declared at the 
end of  day's play after be-
ing put in to bat by Board 
President's skipper Sanju 
Samson.

Wicketkeeper batsman 
Niroshan Dickwella, who 
retired on 53, resumed his 
innings after the dismissal 
of  Suranga Lakmal (3) in 
the 80th over and lit up 
the proceedings in final 
session with an unbeaten 
73 off  59 balls. His in-
nings was studded wtih 13 
boundaries.

Comeback-man An-
gelo Mathews (54 retired) 
also struck a half-century 

from talisman Tamthing as 
he scored two successive 
goals in the 57th minute 
and 60th minute to put 
the team in the driver seat. 
There was no comeback 
from EIMI side as St Jo-
seph hold on for a win. 
Tamthing also became the 
leading scorer of  the tour-
nament with seven goals 
so far in the tournament.

In the first match, FC 
Chizami United overcame 
Kezekevi 4-3 via tie-break-
er after the match ended in 
a goalless draw. With the 
win, Chizami United will 
face New Market XI in the 
quarterfinals on Nov. 15.

Fosters FC beat Sport-
ing FC 5-4 via tie-breaker 
after the match ended 1-1 
during the match. With 
the win, Fosters FC set 
up a date with St Joseph 
College in the quarters on 
Nov. 16.

In the match, the first 
half  both sides were waste-
ful and failed to break the 
deadlock.

However, in the second 
half  Fosters FC came back 
stronger and managed to 
find the back of  the net 
through Kensington in 
the 47th minute but min-
utes later Singh scored the 
equaliser to end the match 
1-1.

while no 8 Dilruwan Per-
era (48 from 44) too en-
joyed his time in the mid-
dler against an ordinary 
bowling attack before bad 
light stopped play after 88 
overs.

It may not be ideal 
practice ahead of  what 
lies in store against the 

world number one Indian 
team but Sri Lanka's up-
coming players like Sa-
marawickrama showed 
promise with fluent shots 
all around at the Jadavpur 
University second cam-
pus ground in Saltlake. 
Samarawickrama, who 
made his Test debut in 

the second and final Test 
against Pakistan in Dubai 
last month, faced the first 
delivery and showed his 
positive intent with a flu-
ent off  drive.

The in-form left-hand-
ed opener Karunaratne, 
fresh from a careerbest 
196 against Pakistan in the 

second Test last month, 
gave fine support at the 
other end as the duo gave 
the team a brisk start with 
102 in 16 overs.

S a m a r a w i c k r a m a 
looked exquisite with his 
strokemaking as he drove 
and cut with equal ease.

He was also not afraid 
to step out to Board's spin 
duo of  Jalaj Saxena and 
Akash Bhandari and com-
pleted his fifty off  46 balls, 
while his senior opening 
partner Karunaratne got 
to the mark in 62 balls be-
fore getting retired in the 
23rd over.

In the next over, Sa-
marawickrama looked 
unsettled and miscued a 
hook from Avesh Khan 
and was caught at fine-leg 
as his impressive innings 
has virtually sealed the 
opening slot in place of  
axed Kaushal Silva in the 
first Test at Eden Gardens 
from November 16.

Silva, who made a 
comeback in the two Test 
series in UAE against Pak-

istan, made 67 runs in four 
innings with a top score 
of  27.

A c e  a l l - r o u n d e r 
Mathews, who is making a 
comeback after sustaining 
a calf  injury in September 
that ruled him out of  the 
entire Pakistan series, also 
looked in rhythm in his 
93- ball effort before retir-
ing at tea.

The only  b l ip  was 
when he was dropped on 
53 by Jiwanjot Singh at 
slip before the tea break, 
while Sri Lankan skip-
per Chandimal retired on 
29 and opted for some 
throwdowns at the adja-
cent nets.

Sri Lanka had little 
trouble against the lack-
lustre bowling attack from 
the Board's team barring 
pacer Avesh Khan, who 
returned with figures of  
1/68 after a marathon 11-
over spell.

Pacer Sandeep War-
rier and legspinner Akash 
Bhandari returned with 
two wickets each.

pole of the season.
The Spaniard will be 

followed by France's Jo-

hann Zarco and Italian 
Andrea Iannone on the 
front row of the grid.

Lahore, Nov. 11 (IANS): 
Cricket West Indies has 
agreed to send their full 
strength side to Pakistan 
for three T20 Internation-
als in March next year, 
Pakistan Cricket Board 
(PCB) chairman Najam 
Sethi confirmed on Sat-
urday.

Elaborating on the is-
sue, Sethi revealed that 
both the national cricket 
boards signed an agree-
ment to hold a series of  
T20Is, each year, for the 
next five years, in Pakistan 
and the US.

"West Indies and Paki-
stan Cricket Board have 

signed an agreement to 
play a series of  T20 match-
es, each year for the next 
five years. In Pakistan and 
in the US subject to avail-
ability of  dates and ven-
ues," Sethi told reporters in 
Karachi, Geo TV reported.

"The West Indies has 
confirmed that its full team 
will tour Pakistan next 
year to play three T20Is on 
March 29, 31 and April 1," 
he added.

Sethi said the tour was 
initially planned for this 
month but was postponed 
due to smog in Lahore.

"It was initially to be 
played in November but 

due to weather it couldn't 
be possible," he said.

"Next March, Pakistan 
will host the first of  the se-
ries, then Pakistan will play 
in America. And this will 
continue for five years," 
he said.

Sethi further added that 
the US leg of  the series will 
be a triangular series with 
one more team.

"We are in talks and 
will soon finalise the third 
team for the US leg," he 
said while adding that this 
bilateral arrangements be-
tween PCB and West In-
dies is outside the Future 
Tours Programme (FTP).

Dimapur, Nov. 11 (EMN): 
The 6th Niathu sports fes-
tival 2017 will commence 
from Monday, Nov. 13 and 
will continue till Nov. 15. 
This was stated in a press 
note.

The sports festival will 

feature the following dis-
cipline: badminton U-17 
(boys single), (boys dou-
ble), (girls single), (girls 
double), volleyball men 
and women, Billiards and 
snooker, tennis (single 
men) and cycling.

The opening ceremony 
will begin at 10 am on 
Nov. 13. All the partici-
pants teams/players are 
requested to report to the 
venue 30 minutes ahead 
of  the opening ceremony 
compulsorily.

Sao Paulo, Nov. 11 (AP): 
Members of  Lewis Ham-
ilton's Mercedes team say 
they were robbed at gun 
point in their minivan 
while leaving the Formu-
la One race track where 
Sunday's Brazilian Grand 
Prix will be 
held.

T h e r e 
w e r e  n o 
injuries re-
por ted in 
Friday's in-
cident, but 
a  s h a k e n 
Hamilton 
- who was 
not  pres -
ent - said 
on Twitter that ''gun shots 
were fired.''

''This happens every 
single year here,'' added 
Hamilton, who won his 
fourth title two weeks ago 
in Mexico City. ''F1 and 
the teams need to do more, 
there's no excuse.''

Mercedes confirmed 

the incident Saturday and 
said only that ''valuables 
were stolen.''

Sao Paulo police said 
they had not received a 
report of  the assault.

Street crime is endemic 
in Brazil, which has been 

battered in the last several 
years by its worst recession 
in memory.

Thieves at the Formula 
One race in Sao Paulo 
often target cars stuck in 
traffic jams at the exit of  
the circuit located about 30 
kilometers (20 miles) south 
of  the city center.

Matteo Bonciani, the 
spokesman for auto rac-
ing's governing body FIA, 
said the car in which he 
was leaving the track on 
Friday was also assaulted 
by gun-wielding assailants.

Bonciani said he was in 
a car reinforced 
w i t h  a r m o r 
plating when 
three men with 
handguns at-
t e m p t e d  t o 
smash in the 
windows with 
t h e  v e h i c l e 
stuck in traffic.

''They start-
e d  c r a s h i n g 
the windows 

with the guns, and my first 
thought was - 'Is the armor 
good enough?'''Bonciani 
said the assailants fled 
when they failed to break 
into the car.

' 'At the beginning I 
thought they were just kids, 
but the guns freak you out,'' 
he said.

Montreal, Nov. 11 (Reuters): The World Anti-Doping 
Agency (WADA) said on Friday it has obtained a database 
that confirmed allegations of widespread state-sponsored 
doping in Russia made in the McLaren report.
WADA said it was confident the file acquired by its Inves-
tigations and Intelligence department is the Moscow anti-
doping laboratory’s testing data from January 2012-August 
2015.

Despite repeated calls for Russia to cooperate with in-
ternational bodies to stamp out doping, Russian authorities 
have always denied the state’s role in the scandal. WADA 
said it was finalising the forensic analysis of the enormous 
backup file and expected to provide more information at 
its executive committee and foundation board meetings in 
Seoul on Nov. 15-16.

The doping agency said it had briefed the International 
Olympic Committee’s Schmid and Oswald Commissions, 
which are conducting investigations into Russian doping.

The new information could be a damaging blow to 
Russia’s chances of competing at February’s Pyeongchang 
Winter Games.

The IOC has said it will decide at its executive board 
meeting from Dec. 5-7 on the participation of  Russian 
competitors in Pyeongchang.

Last year, a WADA commissioned report by Canadian 
lawyer Richard McLaren found that more than 1,000 Rus-
sian competitors in more than 30 sports were involved in a 
conspiracy to conceal positive drug tests over a period of five 
years. Investigations also uncovered sample tampering at the 
Sochi Olympics, including the switching of samples through 
a hole in the laboratory wall.

Russia escaped a blanket ban at the 2016 Summer 
Olympics in Rio de Janeiro although it was, and remains, 
barred from competing in international athletics events. The 
country’s Paralympic Committee and anti-doping agency 
RUSADA are also still suspended over the doping scandals.
New intelligence
WADA said its independent Compliance Review Commit-
tee on Friday was considering the new intelligence, which 
will shape the recommendation it intends to make to the 
foundation board on whether to declare RUSADA compli-
ant with the World Anti-Doping Code. ”WADA continues 
to stand firmly behind the outcomes of the Agency’s inde-
pendent McLaren Investigation,” WADA president Craig 
Reedie said in a statement. “This new intelligence serves 
to reinforce our requirement of  Russian authorities that 
they too publicly accept the outcomes; so that, we can all 
move forward in rebuilding public trust and confidence in 
Russian sport.”

One of the conditions placed on Russia before it could 
be rule compliant was that authorities responsible for the 
country’s anti-doping programme, including the Ministry 
of Sport and the National Olympic Committee, publicly 
accept the outcomes of the McLaren Investigation, which 
uncovered widespread state-sponsored doping at the Sochi 
Olympics.

It was a disastrous Sat-
urday for Dovizioso's hopes 
of putting pressure on Mar-
quez as he limped onto the 
back of the third row.

Marquez looked in om-
inous form as he posted the 
fastest time in both practice 
sessions on Saturday morn-
ing. He recorded his best 
time early in the session.

The champion in wait-
ing then hit the floor, as he 
so often has this season, 
after running wide at turn 
four, but once again es-
caped unharmed despite his 
visible frustration.

"I was disappointed be-
cause when I stopped in the 
box I said to Santi, my me-
chanic, I didn't feel the tyre 
was ready," said Marquez.

"For tomorrow we are 

good, we are in pole po-
sition, good rhythm and 
this is the most important 
thing."

Marquez's time was 
never threatened by the 
chasing pack, with Zarco 
0.349 seconds back in sec-
ond and Iannone more 
than half  a second back in 
third.

Dovizioso and Mar-
quez's teammates Jorge 
Lorenzo and Dani Pedrosa 
start on the second row in 
fourth and fifth respectively 
alongside Michele Pirro.

Dovizioso will also 
need to battle past nine-
time world champion Val-
entino Rossi (seventh) if  
he is to pull off  an unlikely 
comeback for his first world 
title.


