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Mirror Takes

~ Arien
"oi, you go the contract 

again?... Let's hope we can 
finish this at least in the next 10 

or 20 contracts"

There are two ways of 
spreading light: to be  

the candle or the mirror 
that reflects it. 

~ Edith Wharton
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Neiphiu Rio inaugurating Totok Omlen Village in Mon district on Friday.

In this photo released by the police shows the confiscated items that were 
used for the Aadhaar recket
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Aizawl 27° 14°
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GST Council removes 178 items 
from 28% slab, only 50 left 

Peace and unity can solve our problems —Rio

Dimapur police unearths Aadhaar racket Unesco confirms Audrey 
Azoulay as new chief

Another India-Asean summit, but connectivity is still far away

    

NATION ENTERTAINMENT SPORTS

It’s India calling for Elizabeth  
Hurley again | P10

No odd-even unless you justify 
its necessity, says NGT | P8

Belgium's Queen Mathilde and King Philippe play cricket at the Oval maidan, in Mumbai on Friday.

ROYAL STRIKE 

Don’t think ICC has power to pursue 
BCCI to play Pakistan - Akram  |  P11

Guwahati, Nov. 10 (IANS): In a ma-
jor revamp of the GST tax structure, 
the GST Council on Friday removed 
178 items from the highest 28 per cent 
category while cutting the tax on all 
restaurants outside starred-hotels to 5 
per cent but withdrawing input credit 
facility for them.

Only 50 products, including luxu-
ry and sin items, white goods, cement 
and paints, automobile, aeroplane and 
yacht parts have been retained in the 
top 28 per cent slab. 

"The GST Council has decided to 
slash tax slabs of 178 items from 28 
per cent to 18 per cent. It will be ap-
plicable from 15th of this month," Un-
ion Finance Minister Arun Jaitley said 
while briefing media persons after the 
two-day meeting here.

West Bengal Finance Minister 
Amit Mitra earlier told reporters that 
the loss on account of a hasty and ill-
designed GST had resulted in the ex-

chequer losing around Rs 60,000 crore 
for the Centre and Rs 30,000 crore for 
the states in just the first three months. 

With the latest decisions, GST has 
been cut on a host of consumer items 
such as chocolates, chewing gum, 
shampoo, deodorant, shoe polish, de-
tergents, nutrition drinks, marble and 
cosmetics. 

Luxury goods such as washing 
machines and air conditioners have 
been retained at 28 per cent. 

Among mass consumption items 
watches, blade, stove, mattresses have 
been reduced to 18 per cent from 28 
per cent. Rate on pasta, jute and cot-
ton hand bags has been cut to 12 per 
cent from 18 per cent. 

"Thirteen items, which were earlier 
under 18 per cent, have been brought 
down to 12 per cent. Six goods have 
come down from the 18 per cent slab 
to five per cent, eight items have come 
down from 12 per cent to 5 per cent 

Mon, Nov. 10 (EMN) : 
MP (Lok Sabha) Neiphiu 
Rio today called upon the 
people to work for peace 
and unity setting aside 
individual interests  to fa-
cilitate solution, develop-
ment and employment. 

 Addressing the inau-
gural programme of  To-
tok Omlen Village in Mon 
district, Rio conveyed 
greetings to the villagers 
upon getting Government 
recognition and said, 
“When there is peace and 
unity, our problems can 
be solved," stated a press 
release from the office of  
the MP. 

 Hailing Konyaks as 
the largest Naga tribe 
inhabiting Nagaland, 
Arunachal Pradesh and 
Myanmar, the chief  guest 
stressed on the impor-

tance of  unity and urged 
them to be an example to 
other Naga tribes. He said 
that the people of  the area 
were behind only in terms 
of  education and develop-
ment and added, “Where-
as, as a people you are not 
backward but at par with 
any other Naga tribe.”

 The MP expressed his 
concern about the human 
development r eports of  
the district which record-
ed the lowest literacy rate 
at 57 %, lowest per capita 
income and lowest life ex-
pectancy rate at 75 years 
on average.

 Stating that 70% of  
Nagaland’s population 
was still rural, Rio chal-
lenged the Konyak Un-
ion; the gazetted officers; 
the various unions; and 
the people to establish 

urban towns and cities 
in the plain areas of  the 
districts like Tizit in or-
der to be more accessible 
and boost their economy. 
“Westerners were also 
savages once upon a time. 
But as they got civilised, 
with time, they began to 
move towards the plains 
to be more accessible 
and therefore, you will 
find that most cities are 
built in coastal areas, or 
near rivers and valleys. 
This not only makes the 
area more accessible but 
also boosts the economy 
through increased trade 
and commerce,” he said. 
He informed that the 
Railway line from Di-
mapur to Tizit and further 
on to Arunachal Pradesh 
has been approved while 
a Four-Lane Expressway 

Dimapur, Nov. 10 (EMN): 
In a late report, the PRO of  
Dimapur police stated that 
on Nov. 3 it apprehended 
5 persons from a residence 
at Sematilla colony in Di-
mapur with a large number 
of  Aadhaar related forms 
and fake documents. 

It further reported 
that investigations have 
revealed that the accused 
have been  enrolling a large 
number of  fresh Aadhaar 
applicants from Dimapur 
and neighbouring districts 
of  Assam with a fee of   

Paris, Nov. 10 (IANS/AKI): The UN cultural 
agency UNESCO on Friday named France's 
Audrey Azoulay as its new Director-General.

The second woman to hold the post, she 
will take over from outgoing UNESCO chief  
Irina Bokova on November 15, the agency 
said. 

UNESCO's general conference, which in-
cludes all 195 members, on Friday formally 
approved Azoulay's four-year term after the 
agency's executive board nominated her in 
October to replace Bokova in a highly po-
liticised race overshadowed by Middle East 
tension. 

Azoulay, who hopes to restore the agen-
cy's standing, told its general conference that 
UNESCO was "irreplaceable" but admitted it 
was facing "current global challenges". 

UNESCO is reeling from last month's de-
cision by the administration of  US president 
Donald Trump to pull out of  the body due 
to its alleged anti-Israel bias. The agency has 
been mired in financial woes since the US 
withdrew its sizeable funding in 2011. 

Azoulay, 45, was France's Culture Minis-
ter from February 2016 to May this year. She 
has held senior positions in France's public 
broadcasting sector and has served as rappor-
teur to France's public auditing authority and 
as a European Commission legislative expert 
on cultural and media issues.

New Delhi, Nov. 10 (IANS): It was 
planned as a seamless connect between 
India and its Southeast Asian neigh-
bours, a motorable highway through 
the northeast to Myanmar and beyond 
to Thailand that would see an exchange 
of  goods, people and the intermingling 
of  cultures. But the Trilateral High-
way, one of  India's main connectivity 
projects with the Asean, is sadly no-
where near completion even as Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi leaves to at-
tend the 15th India-Asean Summit in 
Manila on Sunday. 

The 1,700-km Trilateral Highway, 
connecting India, Myanmar and Thai-
land, was to have been completed by 
2016, according to a Joint Task Force 
meeting between the three countries 
in September 2012. But the target has 
been slipping continuously, and has 
now been pushed back, with 2020 be-
ing given as a tentative date.

Modi had in his speech at the 13th 
Asean-India Summit in Kuala Lumpur 
in November 2015 assured that "the Tri-
lateral Highway project is making good 
progress and should be completed by 
2018". His government has maintained 

that its Act East Policy is more robust 
and execution-oriented than the previ-
ous regime's Look East Policy.

The delay in completion comes even 
as China pushes vigorously forward 
with its own connectivity corridors with 
neighbours as well as setting up collat-
eral infrastructure like warehouses, fac-
tory sheds and office blocks.

The year 2017 is special in Asean-
India ties, with both sides commemo-
rating the silver anniversary of  their di-
alogue partnership, and the 10-member 
grouping is also celebrating its golden 
jubilee. The Modi government has in 
celebration of  the ties invited all the 
heads of  the 10-member Asean nations 
for the Republic Day Parade in Janu-
ary.

The Trilateral Highway project -- to 
link Moreh in Manipur, India, to Mae 
Sot in Thailand through Mandalay in 
Myanmar -- was in fact inked by the 
previous NDA government under A.B. 
Vajpayee. It was visualised as a "high-
way of  opportunity and friendship that 
would facilitate not just the movement 
of  goods and services, but also of  peo-
ple and ideas".

Rajiv Bhatia, who was India's Am-
bassador to Myanmar when the project 
was launched in 2002, told IANS: "The 
deadline keeps getting pushed into the 
future... The Indian government is do-
ing what it can. The final issue is con-
nectivity to Asean."

According to Prabir De, coordina-
tor of  the Asean-India Centre at the Re-
search and Information System for De-
veloping Countries (RIS), the Border 
Roads Organisation (BRO) has upgrad-
ed the 160-km Tamu-Kalewa-Kalemyo 
section of  the highway in Myanmar at 
a cost of  $27.28 million. And develop-
ment of  a new road between Kalewa to 
Yargi (around 120 km) in Myanmar is 
ongoing.

The highway also involves strength-
ening or rebuilding of  69 bailey bridges 
of  World War II vintage, which will al-
low it to take container loads, besides 
passenger movement.

De says that the earlier military 
junta in Myanmar had not shown 
much interest in the project, but State 
Counsellor Aung San Suu Kyi is "very 
positive" about it and "Prime Minister 
Modi has taken a personal interest in its 

completion".
The three countries are also nego-

tiating a Motor Vehicle Agreement to 
allow vehicles to travel without a hitch 
on the highway.

"The negotiations have not started 
so far, probably Myanmar takes the line 
that they will do it closer to the time 
when the highway is ready," said Bha-
tia.

After it is completed, the highway 
is to be linked to Cambodia, Lao PDR 
and Vietnam. It could then serve as a 
lifeline between India's northeast and 
the Mekong region.

India inked an MoU with Myan-
mar on cooperation in upgrading the 
69 bridges during the visit of  President 
U Htin Kyaw in August 2016. Another 
MoU was inked for upgradation of  the 
Kalewa-Yargi road section of  the high-
way.

Sonu Trivedi, Professor of  Inter-
national Relations at Delhi University 
who specialises in Southeast Asia and 
connectivity issues, told IANS that the 
delay in completing the project is an is-
sue in India's relations with its South-
east Asian neighbours, especially My-

anmar and Thailand.
"The countries are eagerly awaiting 

how and when it will be implemented, 
and the delay is causing certain anxi-
ety in their minds, particularly in the 
changed environment in the region, es-
pecially after the speech given by Presi-
dent Xi Jinping (on the Belt and Road 
initiative) and his elevation. That is why 
they are now looking towards India, as 
a country which is significantly going to 
play the balancing power in the region, 
and that is why this delay is causing an 
issue between the countries that are fall-
ing in this route." 

Congress MP Shashi Tharoor, who 
is also Chairman of  the Parliamentary 
Standing Committee on External Af-
fairs, told IANS: "Both Look East and 
Act East have rightly identified essential 
needs, both to open up to our Southeast 
Asian neighbours and to boost connec-
tivity with, and economic growth in, 
our own northeastern states. Unfortu-
nately, getting roads built and rail lines 
installed is far more difficult than mak-
ing speeches. Project execution is our 
besetting weakness and the comparison 
with China is stark."

and six items from 5 per cent to zero 
tax," Jaitley said. 

Eating out has become cheaper as 
all restaurants outside high-end hotels 
charging over Rs 7,500 per room will 
uniformly levy GST of 5 per cent. The 
facility input tax credit for restaurants 
is, however, being withdrawn as they 
had not passed on this benefit to con-
sumers, Jaitley said. 

Restaurants in hotels with rooms 
above Rs 7,500 per day would con-
tinue to pay 18 per cent GST with the 
benefit of input credit.

The GST Council also made 
changes in return filing procedures 
to reduce the compliance burden for 
the small taxpayers. It decided that 
filing GSTR 3B would continuing till 
March 31, 2018. 

"All taxpayers will continue to file 
GSTR 3B. In case of small tax payer 
or nil tax payments, 3B will be simpli-
fied so that in two or three steps one 
can easily file their return," Finance 
Secretary Hasmukh Adhia told re-
porters. 

"The Council also decided that for 
this fiscal only GSTR 1 will be filled 
and because we are running in a back-
log -- where we will file return for July 
only by December 11," he said. 

"For taxpayers above Rs 1.5 crore 
turnover and who have large number 
of invoices, we do not want to keep 
their returns pending for a quarter and 
instead they should file their invoices 
monthly," he added.

Adhia also said a committee has 
been set up to examine simplifying the 
returns pertaining to purchase details 
that fall under GSTR 2 and invoice 
matching under GSTR 3. 

The Council also decided that 
penalty for late filing for a 'Nil' tax 
payer would now be at Rs 20 per day 
from the earlier Rs 200, and for others 
it was cut to Rs 50 per day. 

The Council deferred a decision 
on bringing real estate under GST to 
its next meeting, for lack of time.

along the same route is in 
the offing.

 He aslo called upon 
the villagers to maintain 
friendship and harmony 
with all the neighbour-
ing villages. Rio also ex-
pressed his appreciation 
to the Konyaks for all the 
love and support he has, 
and continues to receive 
from them.

 Rio further donat-
ed an ambulance to the 
Konyak community and 
handed over the same to 
the District Administra-
tion in line with his ges-
ture of  donating an ambu-
lance each to all the tribes 
of  Eastern Nagaland. 
While suggesting that the 
Konyak Nyupuh Sheko 
Khong (KNSK) or Kon-
yak Mothers’ Association 
can manage the ambu-
lance service, he however 
called upon the Konyak 
Union and its frontal or-
ganisations to discuss and 
finalise the same with the 
district administration.

 Advisor  DUDA and 
NEPED  S. Pangnyu Phom 
also spoke on the occasion. 
Affirming that Phoms and 
Konyaks are not different 
from each other, he called 
upon the people of the vil-
lage to always remember all 
those who were instrumen-
tal in establishing and get-
ting the village recognised. 
He expressed gratitude to 
the chief minister and the 
cabinet for approving the 
recognition of Totok Om-
len. Pangnyu further stated 
that the Konyaks were bless-
ed with vast area and fertile 
land and called upon the 
people to utilise God’s bless-
ing to become prosperous.

 The MP was accom-
panied by Pangnyu Phom, 
Pohwang Konyak, Namri 
Nchang. 

INR 500. 
"The applicants are sus-

pected to be mostly non-lo-
cals whose Aadhaar UID is 
being generated using ficti-
tious documents. According-
ly a case has been registered 
at Sub Urban Police Station 
Dimapur for further investi-
gation," stated the police. 

The raid was conducted 
by a team of  Dimapur Com-
missionerate Special Branch 
along with the Officer-in-
Charge of  Sub-Urban Police 
Station wherein they confis-

cated 7 laptops, 5 GPS de-
vices, 6 printers, 6 fingerprint 
scanners, 5 iris scanners, 8 
mobile handsets, 2 mini fin-
gerprint devices and a cash 
amount of  INR 15500. 

The arrested were one 
Santosh Choudhary Ma-
hato (23 yrs) of   Sangtam-
tilla;  Umesh Gour (23 yrs) 
of   Lhomithi Colony; Bittu 
Kumar Choudhary (20 yrs) 
of  Sematilla, (4) Raj Kumar-
Jaiswal (20 yrs)of  Ghorapatti; 
and Raju Kumar C Choud-
hary (36 yrs) of  Sematilla.

PTI



Nagas need good platform 
to promote culture – Kaito

Yoshü graces felicitation prog. of IMF-NEZSCC winners
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BJP-NPF hold consultation meet DoSE notifies on GT seniority list

NJC request 
for National 
Day of Prayer 

Two stolen vehicles recovered 
CRIME BEAT

Revival crusade in Kiphire enters 2nd day 

Finance department notifies 11th CRM team exit review meet in Kiphire

ENPO grateful to Rio

DC Kohima informs general public
Deputy Commissioner Kohima Rajesh Soundararajan has 
informed the general public that selling of pre-filled or 
ready-made affidavit, sales deed in non-judicial papers 
is strictly prohibited.  DC informed that such documents 
result in distortion of information and will attract 
penal provisions against the deponent and sale of legal 
documents by shops tends to demean the established 
procedures of law. The notification also added that sale 
of such mentioned documents is strictly prohibited and 
anyone found selling the same will be booked under 
relevant sections of law. 

Mass fogging in Dimapur
Daputy Commissioner Dimapur Kesonyu Yhome has 
informed that he has granted permission to Agarwal 
Mahasabha, for mass fogging in Dimapur town to control 
the outbreak of dengue from Nov. 11 to 20.  Therefore, 
DC has requested all the concerned department, ward, 
and GBs of the colony and village to participate and 
extend support to him for the benefit of denizens. 

State to observe National Education Day
Alone with rest of the country, state will  be observing 
the National Education Day under the aegis of Nagaland 
Education Association (NEA) on Nov. 11, 11 a.m. at 
Modern College, Dziiviirii, Kohima.

Review camp for disabled at Phek
The 22nd Batallion, Assam Rifles, Phek will be organising 
a review camp for disabled people at their premises on 
Nov. 16 from 10 a.m. onwards. All concerned people from 
Phek district have been requested to attend the camp for 
physical examination. Subsequently distribution of aids 
and tools will be held on Dec. 3.

NNC convenes CEC emergency meet 
The Naga National Council has convened an emergency 
meeting of Central Executive Council (CEC) on Nov. 24, 10 
a.m. at Peace camp, Chedema. All regional presidents and 
CEC members of NNC are requested to positively attend 
the meeting with constructive agendas for discussion. 

CSUD annual general meeting
The Chang Students’ Union Dimapur (CSUD) has 
convened the 19th annual general meeting on Nov. 
11, 10 a.m. at union treasurer’s residence, Residency 
colony. Former ENSF President Limaonen Chang will be 
the resource person. All the students from class-8 and 
above are requested to attend the meeting. The union 
also appealed to all the institutions and hostels within 
Dimapur to grant their leave for Chang students for the 
day. For further details, one may contact union officials 
at 9612395385 or 9615422757.

NEWS IN BRIEF

Dimapur, Nov. 10 (EMN): The Revival 
and healing crusade at Kiphire town enters 
the second day. The organizers claimed 
that more than three thousand people are 
attending the service held at local ground 
in Kiphire. 

The speaker Evangelist Ado Kezo said 
God is seeking who worship him in truth 
and in spirit and in it there is blessing and 
healing. Citing the example on how God 

was tempted to worship the devil, he said 
“the same persuasion is used by satan today 
to lure us with worldly fame, riches and 
power.” He also question the congregation 
whether “we are really living a Christian life 
or been religious for the namesake.” 

The organizers have informed that 
the service will continue till Sunday with 
Mezhusevi Zutso as the speaker on Satur-
day at 4 p.m.

CORRECTION
On Nov. 9 a total of 508 new Nagaland police recruits in 
the rank of constables passed out of the Nagaland Police 
Training School in Chumoukedima and were commis-
sioned into the service after they were administered the 
oath of allegiance. They were the 64th batch of the NPTS 
and the passing out parade was held at its premises. 

In our state page on Nov. 10, it was incorrectly men-
tioned as an event of the NAPTC.

Dimapur, Nov. 10 (EMN): The Direc-
torate of  School Education (DoSE) has 
notified that for preparation of  GT sen-
iority list, all graduate teachers of  SSA 
and RMSA are given one more chance to 
submit documents from matric onwards 
and appointment order to the DoSE before 
Nov. 17. Failing to submit, the department 
shall not be held responsible for non-inclu-
sion in the list in the latest issue. 

According to DIPR report, the noti-
fication from the department also men-

tioned that it has also come to the notice 
of  the authority that some associations and 
group of  teachers are collecting documents 
and money for preparation of  seniority 
list without the consent of  the department 
violating norms. 

In this regard, the DoSE informed 
that the task of  preparing the seniority list 
rests solely with the department and in no 
circumstance other list prepared by other 
associations/groups shall be taken up for 
consideration.

Dimapur, Nov. 10 (EMN): 
The Pungro area unit BJP 
and NPF held at consul-
tation meeting on Nov. 7 
at president of  local body 
Pungro area unit, Kong-
throng’s residence with an 
aim of  strengthening BJP 
at 60 AC Constituency. 

After thorough deliber-
ation, both the party work-
ers jointly pronounced to 
support T Yankiu Yimc-
hunger, BJP intending can-
didate for the forthcoming 
General Election 2018. 

In the mandate of  the 
people, the party office 

bearers of  NPF parent 
body, youth wing and wom-
en wing had merged to join 
BJP for the strengthening 
of  the party under the lead-
ership of  state BJP presi-
dent, Visasolie Lhoungu 
and state in-charge Ananta 
Mishra.

Dimapur, Nov. 10 (EMN): The Finance Department 
in a notification informed that in exercise of  the powers 
conferred by clause (g) of  sub-rule (2) of  rule 89 of  the 
Nagaland Goods and Services Tax Rules, 2017, the state 
government has notified the following, as detailed in col-
umn (2) of  the table below as evidences which are required 
to be produced by the supplier of  deemed export supplies 
for claiming refund, namely:-

Sl. No. Evidence

1 Acknowledgment by the jurisdictional Tax 
Officer of  the Advance Authorisation holder 
or Export Promotion Capital Goods Authori-
sation holder, as the case may be, that the said 
deemed export supplies have been received 
by the said Advance Authorisation or Export 
Promotion Capital Goods Authorisation hold-
er, or a copy of  the tax invoice under which 
such supplies have been made by the supplier, 
duly signed by the recipient Export Oriented 
Unit that said deemed export supplies have 
been received by it.

2 An undertaking by the recipient of  deemed 
export supplies that no input tax credit on such 
supplies has been availed of  by him.

3 An undertaking by the recipient of  deemed ex-
port supplies that he shall not claim the refund 
in respect of  such supplies and the supplier 
may claim the refund.

Dimapur, Nov. 10 (EMN): 
The 11th Common Review 
Mission (CRM) team un-
der the leadership of  Cap-
tain Kapil Chaudhary from 

the Ministry of  Health and 
Family Welfare (MoHFW), 
GOI, who were on review 
tour held an exit review 
meet on Nov. 8 at DC con-

ference hall, Kiphire. 
While bringing forward 

findings and observations 
of  the team during the dis-
trict debriefing, Capt Kapil 

Additional Deputy Commissioner of  Police/PRO, 
Dimapur through a press note informed that on Oct. 30, 
Dimapur Police manning New Field check gate recovered 
one LPG Truck bearing Regd No. AS03 AC 4174 loaded 
with 306 empty LPG cylinders which were stolen from 
Nahoni under Dibrugarh sistrict, Assam. 

Accordingly, the occupants of the vehicle namely Moni 
Dehingia (23 yrs) and Anuj Sakhia were apprehended and 
handed over to Moran PS Dibrugarh, Assam.

He also informed that on Nov. 4 Dimapur Police Anti-
Vehicle Theft Squad (AVTS) along with Mobile party have 
recovered one stolen vehicle (Tata Sumo Gold) B/Regd No. 
AS 01DG 0053, reportedly belonging to Commissioner of  
Transport, Assam from Super Market area, Dimapur.

In this connection, three occupants namely - Vinoka 
Swu (33 yrs) son of LKahoi of Tsutoho village and a resi-
dent of  Balijan, Karbianglong Assam; Benjamin Awomi 
(34 yrs) son of Vinito of Aghiyili village and Rohoto Zhimo 
(31 yrs) son of Tokhezhe of Ghokhuvi village, a resident of  
Mishikito village. Accordingly a case has been registered at 
West Police Station for further investigation.

Two arrested with contraband
On Oct. 31 Dimapur police arrested one person namely 

Deewan Singh, (29 yrs) son of Madan of Chirana, resident 
of Utapurnati, District Jhunjhunun, Rajasthan for possess-
ing 12 Kgs contraband ganja from Dimapur Railway Station 
Platform No. 01. In this connection a case has been registered 
at GRPS for further investigation.

Dimapur Police Special Operation Team (SOT) on Nov. 
2 intercepted one Gypsy at 5th Mile Dimapur and recovered 
100 kg. (approx) of suspected contraband Ganja from the ve-
hicle. In this connection the driver of the vehicle namely Ved-
zulhou Ngatsu (34 yrs) son of Kevengu Ngatsu of Thetsumi, 
Phek, currently residing at Toulazouma village, Dimapur 
was arrested. A case has been registered at Diphupar Police 
Station for further investigation.

Dimapur, Nov. 10 (EMN): The Eastern Nagaland Peoples’ 
Organization (ENPO) on behalf of the people of Eastern 
Nagaland expressed its sincere gratitude to MP (Lok Sabha) 
Neiphiu Rio for his generous donation of one Mahindra Jayo 
DI3200 to be used ambulance service for the people of Mon 
district on Nov. 10 at Mon during the inauguration of Totok 
Chingha on the request of ENPO. 

“Neiphiu Rio has always been a leader who understands 
the hardships with a heart full of love, concern and willing to 
extend his helping hands to the people of eastern Nagaland 
in the past too,” the release stated.

The ENPO also expressed hope that Rio will also do the 
similar charity for the remaining Tuensang, Longleng and 
Kiphire districts as requested by the ENPO.

Dimapur, Nov. 10 (EMN): 
The Nagaland Joint Chris-
tian Forum (NJCF) vice-
president, Rev. Dr. N Pa-
phino and secretary Rev. 
Fr. G L Khing in release 
requested all the churches 
in the state to observe the 
National Day of  Prayer 
scheduled on Nov. 18 and 
19, initiated by the Naga-
land Baptist Church Coun-
cil (NBCC). The NJCF 
also requested local pastors 
to announce and organise 
prayer meetings on the 
mentioned date.

The forum reminded 
that the rationale behind 
the programme is to allow 
people to come before God 
in confession and interces-
sion. 

Prayer points are: for 
children, young people, 
parents, church, leaders, 
present situation, clean 
election campaign, unity 
and oneness, Naga national 
political solution, and ami-
cable solution for negotia-
tions that has been taking 
place in different level.

WEATHER FORECAST IN OTHER DISTRICTS 
Max Min DP RH RF

WOKHA 21.6 13.8 19.9 67 NIL
ZBT 21.6 15.5 18.3 94 NIL
MON 29.2 16.2 14.7 92 NIL
TUENSANG 20 15.2 18.8 93 NIL
MKG 25 18 18.9 73 NIL
PHEK 22.8 10.2 12 89 NIL
KIPHIRE 21 11 13.5 98 NIL
SECHÜ ZUBZA 24 14.5 13.2 55 NIL
TSEMINYU 24 16 14.4 67 NIL
JALUKIE 23 9 19 83 NIL
MANGKOLEMBA 29.2 19.3 19.7 73 NIL
*Dew Point (DP) *Relative Humidity (RH) * Rainfall (RF)
Source: Department of Soil & Water Conservation, Nagaland 

should also to let  the 
younger generation un-
derstand and protect our 
identity.”

The minister expressed 
his happiness on being part 
of  the cultural meet and 
celebration, organised by 
the Sports and Cultural 
Association (SASCA). He 
also lauded the SASCA for 
being far sighted in promot-
ing various activities and 
exhorted that this should 
set an example to other 
neighbouring areas and 
towns to promote our cul-
ture and to act as agents of  
change.

GB Khukiye Lukhai,  
Hotovi Zhimo presented 
Ahuna Saqhi while wel-
come address was deliv-
ered by president SASCA, 
Kughashe Zhimo. 

As part of  the celebra-
tion, various cultural com-
petitions were organised 
and cash prizes were also 
awarded to the winners.

Kapil Chaudhary presenting the findings of the team during the review meet at Kiphire.

G Kaito Aye speaking at the cultural cum pre-Ahuna celebration at 
Satakha on November 9.

Vikho-o Yhoshü and NSCA members with IMF-NEZSCC winners at NSCA Institute Nagarjan, Dimapur on Thursday, 
during the felicitation programme.

Chaudhary stated that they 
are a composite team who 
came to understand the 
challenges of  the depart-
ment and figure out how 
the GOI can support it. She 
lauded the medical staffs 
for their hard work despite 
many hardships in a dis-
trict like Kiphire. She also 
thanked the community for 
their hospitality.

Deputy Commisioner 
Kiphire Sedevikho Khro, 
said that the CRM visit was 
an eye opener and a learning 
process not only for the con-
cerned department but also 
to the administration. Their 
coming to a far flung district 
to review and have closer 
co ordination amongst the 
staffs to avoid communica-
tion gap shows their love for 
humanity, he added.

The programme was 
chaired by Deputy CMO 
Dr. Tinurenla. Medical 
department staff, NGOs 
and allied departments at-
tended the programme.

Dimapur, Nov. 10 (EMN): 
Nagas in general needs a 
good platform to promote 
our culture, said Minister 
for National Highways 
and Political Affairs G. 

Kaito Aye, while address-
ing the cultural meet-cum-
pre Ahuna celebration on 
Nov. 9 at Public Ground, 
Satakha.

Aye a lso  sa id  “we 

NSLSA participates in national 
legal service day meet at Delhi

NSLSA members at the National Legal Service Day meet in Delhi.

Dimapur, Nov. 10 (EMN): 
Members of  Nagaland 
State Legal Services Au-
thority (NSLSA) attended 
the National Legal Serv-
ices Day programme and 
commendation ceremony 
of  best DLSAs and PLVs 
in association with Delhi 
State Legal Services Au-
thority (DSLSA) at Pravasi 
Bhartiya Kendra, New 
Delhi on Nov. 9. 

The NSLSA team was 
led by Nino Iralu, member 
secretary NSLSA and spe-
cial judge TDP Vigilance 
Commission; Nokshei 
Kano, judicial magistrate 
first class-cum-secretary 
tuensang DLSA; Phuleto 
Yeptho, JMFC and secre-
tary Mokokchung DLSA; 

and Bendangsenla Jamir, 
PLV Mokokchung DLSA.

Four persons f rom 
each State Legal Serv-
ices Authority in India i.e. 
member secretary, SLSA, 
chairman and secretary of  
the Best DLSA and PLV 
selected by the SLSA at-
tended the ceremony.

Chief  Justice of  In-
dia and Patron-in-Chief  
NALSA Dipak Misra, and 
Union Minister of  Law & 
Justice and Electronics and 
Information Technology 
Ravi Shankar Prasad were 
the chief  guest and guest 
of  honour respectively. 

O t h e r  d i g n i t a r i e s 
present at the ceremony 
were Ranjan Gogoi, judge 
Supreme Court of  India 

and executive chairman 
NALSA; Madan B Lokur, 
judge Supreme Court of  
India & chairman SCLSC; 
and S Ravindra Bhat, 
Judge High Court of  Delhi 
and chairman DHCLSC.

On the occasion, 10 
day Pan India outreach 
programme “Connect-
ing to serve” and training 
module for para legal vol-
unteers were released. 

B a s a n t  G o p i  o f  
Jarkhand bagged the Na-
tional best PLV while Nar-
apati Brahma of  Kokra-
jhar DLSA won the best 
PLV in Northeast zone 
and Tripura got the Best 
District Legal Services 
Authority in Northeast 
zone.

D i m a p u r,  N ov.  1 0 
(EMN): The Nagaland 
Sports Climbing Associa-
tion (NSCA) organised a 
felicitation programme 
for IMF-NEZSCC win-
ners at NSCA Institute 
Nagarjan, Dimapur on 
Nov. 9, with Parliamen-
tary Secretary Vikho-o 
Yhoshü as chief  guest. 

T h e  p r o g r a m m e 
was organised to hon-
our the winners and 
participants of  the 19th 
IMF-NEZSCC. The or-
ganisers informed that 
the state team was 2nd 
Runners up among the 
Northeastern state with 
3 Gold 2 Bronze and 2 
Silver in the event.

T h e  p r o g r a m m e 
started with demonstra-
tion by climbers at the 
NSCA climbing wall. 

The Yoshü in his 
speech congratulated the 
winners and participants 
of  the Northeast level. 
He highlighted the im-
portance of  sports climb-
ing and about the event 
introducing in the com-
ing 2020 Olympic as a 

new event. 
He told the climbers 

“they are very young and 
is in the right age to excel 
and train themselves for 
the national level com-
petition shortly to be held 
at Indore and should be 
aiming to be part of  Ol-
ympic medallists.” 

The secre tar y  of  
IMF-NEZSCC high-
lighted how sports climb-
ing came into Nagaland 
in the different small 
pockets. He expressed his 
confidence to compete 
with others by coming 
together under the same 
banner of  NSCA. He 
also appealed parents 
and well wishers to sup-
port the association in 
the larger interest of  the 
youths.

T h e  p r o g r a m m e 
was chaired by Khrieke-
toulie Kintso, Pastor 
Langshukyu invoked 
God’s blessings, while 
keynote address was de-
livered by Ruokuovikho 
Chale and vote of  thanks 
was proposed by Joseph 
Ayemi.
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CEO, Abhijit Sinha, and the Addi onal CEO, N Moaning Aier, seen during 
the workshop with media on VVPAT in Kohima on November 10.

EM Images

Coopera on minister, Im lemba Sangtam, flagging off the ATM on wheel commemora ng the 50 years of 
NStCB on November 10 in Dimapur.

EM Images

Ao Students Conference (AKM) presen ng a Cultural Song at the programme. (Inset) Chief Minister, TR Zeliang speaking on the occassion.

NSCN (IM) officials along with the Naga public leaders from Rengma Naga Hills and Karbi Anglong during 
the consulta ve mee ng in Hebron on November 10.

ENCSU students displaying black badges on day-one of its agita on.

Students of MGM College pose for a group photo during visit to Bhilai steel plant. Bhilai steel plant is 
one of the biggest steel plants in India commissioned in 1968. Students along with faculty members 
have seen the different processes of steel manufacturing methods.

CM seeks collective efforts to resolve Naga issue 

NStCB launches ATM on wheel to mark 50 years of service

Media fraternity sensitised on VVPAT 

Dimapur, Nov. 10 (EMN): 
State chief  minister, TR 
Zeliang, has sought collec-
tive effort of  all the Nagas 
particularly the youth and 
students to bring about so-
lution to the seven decades 
old Naga political issue, 
adding it is a golden oppor-
tunity for the Nagas and 
Government of  India to re-
solve the issue amicably by 
understanding each other’s 
difficulties.

Addressing the 18th 
biennial conference of  All 
Nagaland College Stu-
dents’ Union (ANCSU) 
in Mokokchung on No-
vember 8, Zeliang said 
the common aspiration to 
bring about solution to the 
protracted Naga political 
problem does not concern 
only the NNPGs, politi-
cians and the elders of  the 
society alone.

Zeliang said the solu-
tion is important as the 
scope of  economic growth 
in the State has been re-
tarded under the prevail-
ing situation. He said there 
is hue and cry amongst 
young Naga entrepreneurs 
not able to take off  small 
business enterprises due 
to intimidation and heavy 
taxation. Besides, he said 
the unemployed youth are 
deprived of  the opportu-
nity as big companies are 
reluctant to invest in the 
State due to heavy taxation 
problems. 

He, therefore, said the 
answer to these problems 
lie in finding an honour-
able, acceptable and inclu-
sive solution to the vexed 
Naga political problem.

On corruption which 
has become the most 
talked about issue in the 
State today, Zeliang said 
efforts put in by successive 

governments have not been 
able to tackle the menace 
effectively. While reassur-
ing his government’s con-
tinued effort to vigorously 
pursue the set goal in ad-
dressing the problem, Ze-
liang said everyone should 
understand that corruption 
is an all pervasive evil and 
not just confined to the 
government alone. Stating 
that it is a collective prob-
lem, he said urged every in-
dividual to first change and 
be upright in what they do.

On the much debated 
fuel adulteration and the 
Public Distribution Sys-
tem (PDS) scams Zeliang 
said those malpractices 
were prevalent from long 
before and no tangible ac-
tion could be taken against 
the perpetrators. To tackle 
the matter, he said the gov-
ernment has constituted a 
Special Investigation Team 
(SIT) and the accused per-
sons were charge-sheeted 
and the matter is now in 
the Judicial Magistrate’s 
Court. Also stating that 
the government has issued 
stringent orders on petrol 
pumps, he said any dealer 
found selling adulterated 
fuel in contravention to the 
order would be punished 
according to the law and 
also leads to cancellation 
of  dealership license. 

Zeliang also stated that 
his government is fully 
committed to ensure im-
plementation of  National 
Food Security Act 2013 
(NFSA) in letter and spirit. 
He cautioned that erring 
officials would be taken to 
task against any reports on 
shortage receipts of  the dis-
trict quotas.

Stating that Nagaland 
has the highest number 
of  government employees 

Our Correspondent
Kohima, Nov. 10 (EMN): 
With the introduction of  
the Voter Verifiable Paper 
Audit Trail (VVPAT) and 
the direction from the Elec-
tion Commission of  India 
(ECI) to use VVPAT with 
EVMs at all the polling 
stations in all the future 
elections to the Parliament 
and State Legislative As-
semblies, the Chief  Elec-
toral Office, Kohima, has 
launched the state level 
workshop on awareness of  
VVPAT.

With the general elec-
tion slated in 2018 and re-
alising the need to update 
the media people on how 
the VVPAT operates and 
functions, kicking off  the 
launching programme, a 
workshop with the media 
was held at Hotel Japfü on 
November 10.

Nagaland has the 
record of  being the first 
state in the country where 
the Voter Verifiable Paper 
Audit Trail was first used 
in the by-election of  the 
51 Noksen Assembly Con-
stituency in 2013 which 
proved to be a success.

It may be mentioned 
that VVPAT is an inde-
pendent verification system 
attached with the Electron-
ic Voting Machine (EVM) 
that allows the voters to 
verify that their votes are 
cast as intended and to de-
tect possible election fraud 
or malfunction and to pro-
vide a means to audit the 
stored electronic results.

Highlighting on the ad-
vantages of  VVPAT, Chief  
Electoral Officer, Abhijit 

On the influx of  illegal 
immigrants, he said the 
government is putting in 
every effort to contain the 
menace. In this regard, he 
urged upon the people to 
play their role. He stated 
that unless the people are 
able to play their respective 
roles, it would be difficult 
for the government alone 
to contain illegal immi-
grants. He appealed to all 
the young people to seri-
ously introspect and con-
tribute towards solving the 
common problem.    

Commenting on the 
theme “Synergising young 
mind,” Zeliang said it was 
aptly chosen at a time 
when the youth are strug-
gling hard to find proper 
directions. Stating that 
artificial intelligence and 
synthetic knowledge have 
come to play dominant 
role in moulding the mind-
set, he said it has become 
very difficult for all, espe-
cially young people to put 
things into right perspec-
tive without the interven-
tion of  divine wisdom. He, 
therefore, said invocation 
of  divine wisdom among 
the people should be not 
be lost sight of. He con-
cluded his speech with an 
appeal to commit working 
together for the betterment 
of  the future. 

vis-a-vis the population, 
he said major amount of  
money is spent on salary as 
a result the State is barely 
left with any funds for tak-
ing up even routine main-
tenance work apart from 
other development activi-
ties. Elaborating his point, 
Zeliang said the State gov-
ernment generates revenue 
just a little over Rs 780 
crore annually whereas Rs 
5,501 is spent on salary and 
pension alone.

Without adequate re-
sources, he said it is im-
possible to develop the 
infrastructure of  the State, 
particularly the roads. 
However, he said the face 
of  the roads of  Nagaland 
would soon change as the 
Government of  India has 

approved many propos-
als in principle for sanc-
tion while some impor-
tant roads have already 
been accorded sanction, 
which combined togeth-
er, amounts to over Rs 
30,000 crore for road sec-
tor alone.

Zeliang Stated that one 
major vision of  the State 
government is to make 
Nagaland a hub of  connec-
tivity with the South East 
Asian countries. He was 
confident that the initiative 
would open up new op-
portunities for the youth to 
actively participate in the 
growth and progress of  the 
State. He urged the youth 
to be prepared to make use 
of  the new openings when 
it comes to their door steps.

ANSCU biennial conference concludes 

ENCSU agitation peaceful on day-oneNSCN (IM) holds meet with Nagas from Assam

Learning through exposure

Our correspondent 
Mokokchung, Nov. 10 (EMN): The three-
day long biennial conference of  All Naga-
land College Students’ Union (ANSCU) 
concluded with Merentoshi R Jamir, Par-
liamentary Secretary of  Social Welfare, as 
the guest of  honour at Fazl Ali College, 
Mokokchung.

Emphasising on inculcating work 
culture, Merentoshi said Nagas have be-
come famous for the term educated un-
employed. He said unemployment was a 
reality but it is a choice whether to remain 
unemployed or not. He also asked them 
not to look to the government as a source 
of  employment as there are many better 
avenues other than government jobs as 
long as a person has set goals and visions.

Merentoshi also asked them to en-
courage and promote local economy by 
employing local youth instead of  depend-
ing on IBIs. He requested the students to 
spread the awareness of  using social media 
wisely as there are lots of  negativity and 
frustrations amongst the youth especially 
in social media.

He added that criticism was appreci-
ated for change as long as it was positive 

and not destructive.  
Newly elected president of  ANCSU, 

Katho P Awomi, in his speech, thanked 
the electoral college for reposing faith on 
him to lead the union. He looked forward 
to work for the uplift of  the college stu-
dents in the State.

The valedictory session was chaired by 
O Wati Jamir. 

Meanwhile, ANCSU has elected new 
officers for the tenure of  2017-19 headed 
by Katho P Awomi as president, Ben-
jongakum Longchar as vice president, 
Vimeyikho Vitso as general secretary, 
Imnameren N Jamir as assistant general 
secretary, Kruto Tetse-o as education sec-
retary, Keneitsetuo Kense as social and 
culture secretary, Inato Y Chosho as fi-
nance secretary, Tongpangmayang Kichu 
as information secretary, Bopito Sumi as 
magazine secretary, Khekivi H Yeptho 
as games and sports secretary, Pithungo 
Shitio as speaker, Imnayachet as deputy 
speaker, Toito D Chishi as assembly sec-
retary, Temsumongba as auditor general, 
and Meyitila, Khrievonuo, Aloholi Y 
Murrumi, and Huli Yepthomi as secretar-
ies of  women affairs.

Dimapur, Nov. 10 (EMN): 
The phase-wise agitation of  
Eastern Nagaland College 
Students’ Union (ENCSU) 
on day-one passed off  
peaceful without any re-
port of  untoward incident 
on November 10. ENCSU 
students across Nagaland 
have actively participated 
in the agitation by wearing 
black badges to send strong 
resentment to the State 
government and the High-
er Education Department. 

The first phase agita-
tion was launched today 
following expiry of  the 
stipulated seven-day ulti-
matum served on the State 
government to disburse the 
scholarship. 

ENCSU through me-
dia cell has reaffirmed to 
stand firm and fight against 
injustice policy of  the gov-
ernment and the depart-
ment concerned until its 
due share is credited to 

their respective account. 
ENCSU has once again 
called upon all the Naga 
students to extend fullest 
cooperation to the union.

ENCSU also asked 
the government and the 
Higher Education Depart-
ment to speak out the truth 
instead of  issuing unjusti-
fied clarifications. The Un-
ion has demanded to know 
from the department as to 
why the latter could not 
produce the copy of  direc-
tives from the Ministry par-
ticularly on disbursement 
of  scholarship on instal-
ment basis.

ENCSU statement 
claimed that the ministry 
had rejected the proposal 
of the Department due to 
non furnishing of Utilisa-
tion Certificate for Rs 13 
crore which was released 
by the Ministry of Tribal 
Affairs (Education Section) 
on December 28, 2016. It, 

Dimapur, Nov. 10 (EMN): 
An intensive consultative 
meeting of  the NSCN (IM) 
officials and various goan-
buras and Naga public 
leaders from Rengma Naga 
Hills and Karbi Anglong 
was held at Camp Hebron 
on November 10. 

The NSCN (IM) of-
ficials were led by Hukavi 
Yepthomi, kilo kilonser, and 
Lieutenant General Ning-

khan Shimray, political com-
missar, along with a host 
of  senior GPRN leaders in-
cluding Steering Committee 
members, kilonsers, deputy 
kilonsers, cabinet secretary, 
kilo secretary and staff.

The meeting was con-
ducted by M Daniel Lotha, 
kilo secretary, while the in-
vocation was pronounced 
by pastor James Rengma. 

The kilo kilonser and 

the political commissar 
have thoroughly briefed 
the members present on 
the ongoing political talk to 
which they termed as in ad-
vanced stage. The GPRN 
leaders have also stressed 
on the need for active par-
ticipation of  the public 
leaders stating that it is the 
need of  the hour. 

The NSCN leaders fur-
ther stated that the Frame-

Staff Reporter 
Dimapur, Nov. 10 (EMN): 
Nagaland State Coopera-
tive Bank Limited (NStCB) 
celebrated its 50 years of  
service to the people and 
building relationship with 
the customers on Novem-
ber 10 at the auditorium of  
Dimapur Government Col-
lege. The celebration was 
marked with the launching 
of  ATM on wheel by the 
State minister of  Coopera-
tion, Imtilemba Sangtam, 
who graced the occasion as 
the chief  guest.    

In his speech, Sang-
tam asserted that the bank 
belongs to every citizen of  
Nagaland. He urged upon 
every Naga to support 
NStCB as it is a pride pos-
session of  the Nagas. 

On the occasion, the 
minister announced that as 
part of  the initiative to up-
lift the cooperative develop-
ment credit movement in 
the state, the government 
will be implementing the 

Integrated Cooperative De-
velopment Projects in five 
districts namely Kohima, 
Peren, Tuensnag, Kiphire 
and Longleng with NStCB 
as Project Implementing 
Agency (PIA).

Affiliated societies of  
the bank may reap the ben-
efits of  the project for the 
economic development of  
the members of  those co-
operative societies subject 
to the condition that they 
are not defaulters to the 
bank and the government, 
noted Sangtam. 

“The cooperative credit 
movement in modern India 
is a state initiated move-
ment and the state partner-
ship is the unique feature 
of  the Indian cooperative 
movement,” underlined 
the legislator. 

Comparing cooperative 
banks of  Gujarat, Mahar-
ashtra, and Punjab which 
are vibrant economic indi-
cator and are playing piv-
otal role in the economic 

Sinha, said the machine is 
to further enhance trans-
parency and verifiability in 
poll process. He informed 
that henceforth, there will 
be no election without 
VVPAT.

Sinha has also in-
formed that the depart-
ment is ready for state-
wide awareness in all the 
districts where the people 
will be made aware on how 
the machine works in all 
the local dialects. This, he 
stated, hopefully will en-
sure ethical and informed 
voting and also free, fair 
and peaceful election. 
CEO further informed that 
a similar workshop will be 
held for all the political par-
ties soon.

Presenting in brief  on 
how the VVPAT machine 
functions, Additional 
CEO, R Mhathung said 
the VVPAT is attached to 
the ballot unit of  EVM and 
both the ballot unit and the 
VVPAT are placed in the 
voting compartment. 

The VVPAT, he ex-
plained, has a small trans-
parent glass window on it. 
When a voter comes to vote 

and presses the blue button 
on the Ballot Unit (BU) to 
vote for the candidate of  
his/her choice, the glass 
window on the VVPAT 
lights up and a printed 
paper slip containing the 
serial number, name of  
the candidate and election 
symbol of  the candidate is 
visible to the voter behind 
the glass window. The 
voter witnesses all these de-
tails on the paper slip and 
is satisfied that his vote has 
been cast as intended.

He further informed 
that the printed paper slip 
remains visible to the voter 
through the transparent 
glass window for 7 sec-
onds only, after which the 
printed slip gets automati-
cally cut and falls into the 
sealed printed paper slip 
compartment/drop box of  
the VVPAT below followed 
by a beep sound. Thereaf-
ter the light goes off  behind 
the glass window.

During the workshop, 
physical demonstration on 
how to vote with display 
on VVPAT machine was 
conducted by the master 
trainers.

development, the minister 
pointed out that the con-
cept of  cooperative move-
ment in northeast states is 
not up to the mark. 

In order to uplift the 
movement in the state, he 
said the government has 
taken various steps such as 
the enactment of  Nagaland 

Cooperative Societies Act 
and Rules in the assembly, 
passing of  cabinet resolu-
tion in the state assembly 
for deposit of  all Village 

Development Board (VDB) 
fund with the NStCB.

He has advised all state 
government departments 
to open salary accounts of  
their employees with the 
new state cooperative bank 
since the bank is on Core 
Banking Solution platform 
and can offer service at bar 
with other banks.

“The state government 
is the major stakeholder 
in the bank and has stood 
with the bank all time. As 
per the stipulation of  regu-
latory authority and in or-
der to elevate the Capital to 
Risky Asset Ratio (CRAR) 
of  the bank, the state gov-
ernment as per exigency 
has also infused additional 
share capitals during 2005 
and 2013 to the tune of  Rs 
33 crore,’ maintained Sang-
tam. 

The legislator lauded 
NStCB for its successful 
completion of  50 years of  
service to the people and 
noted that in its 50 years, 

NStCB has been success-
ful in establishing itself  as 
a vibrant organisation and 
at bar with other banks of  
the country. 

Cooperation secretary, 
Litrongla G Chishi, in her 
address, reminded NStCB 
that as a profit running or-
ganisation the bank cannot 
afford to sleep adding that 
with today’s celebration 
of  50 years, the bank has 
a long way to reach to the 
needs of  the people and 
improve the economy. She 
also conveyed that a bank 
cannot sustain unless a 
bank has sincere clients.    

With the bank’s com-
mitment to adopt 11 
golden villages in com-
memoration of  50 years, 
NStCB adopted 11 villages 
each from the 11 districts 
namely Kigwema village 
(Kohima), Changtongya 
old village (Mokokchung), 
Longtang village (Tuen-
sang), Hongphoi village 
(Mon), Yikhum village 

(Wokha), Shoixe village 
(Zunheboto), Signal An-
gami village (Dimapur), 
Lasumi village (Phek), 
Samziuram village (Peren), 
Kiphire village (Kiphire) 
and appreciation certificate 
to Phom Baptist Church 
Association (PBCA). 

Ten cooperative soci-
eties were also awarded. 
They included Mesavi 
MPCS Ltd (Kohima), 
Evergreen MPCS Ltd 
(Mokokchung), The Fu-
ture Provision Ltd. (Tuen-
sang), YS MRASSIC Ltd 
(Mon), WOPAN MPCS 
Ltd (Wokha), Supermar-
ket MPCS Ltd (Zunhe-
boto), Kuphu MPCS 
Ltd (Dimapur), Chizo’s 
Agri-allied CS Ltd (Phek), 
Roungdi AACS Ltd (Per-
en), and Yingphi Tonger 
Dairy coop. society Ltd 
(Kiphire).      

The closing remark was 
rendered by NStCB Man-
aging Director Imtilemba 
Longkumer. 

Wearing black badge to continue

work Agreement is the 
highway for complete in-
dependence of  the Nagas, 
wherein the unique history 
and the legitimate rights of  
the Nagas have been firmly 
asserted and recognised to 
be the basis for political so-
lution. 

The public leaders have 
acknowledged the political 
leadership of  the NSCN 
in signing the Framework 
Agreement with the Gov-
ernment of  India on Au-
gust 3, 2015. They have 
stressed on the urgency 
to restore the land to the 
rightful Naga owners in the 
event of  the final solution. 

The meeting success-
fully concluded with a vote 
of  thanks delivered by Ten-
nyson Rengma (Tatar), 
while the benediction was 
pronounced by Kesenga 
Rengma, president of  
Western Rengma Baptist 
Association.

therefore, stated that there is 
no logic behind the Depart-
ment blaming the Ministry 
for delaying in disbursement 
of scholarship. It opined 
that had the department fur-
nished the Utilization Cer-

tificate of Rs 13 crore there 
will not be hue and cry from 
the students community to-
day. It has squarely blamed 
the State government and 
the concerned department 
for the mess.

Considering the adamant 
attitude of the State govern-
ment and the Higher Edu-
cation Department, ENC-
SU has decided t o continue 
wearing black badge even 
tomorrow and appealed to 
all the college representa-
tives to implement strictly. It 

warned to initiate extreme 
action if  the government 
and department fail to re-
spond even tomorrow. The 
Union further appealed to 
all the college authority and 
the students to extend sup-
port and solidarity during 
the period of protest.
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Officials and swine farmers pose for the lens after the seminar at ICAR.

AR personnel and village functionaries pose for group photo during the vigilance awareness week at 
Chieswema village.

State DGP, LL Doungel, along with other officers after the inauguration of Ahthibung police station new building on November 6.

Watsu Mundang officials during the sensitisation programme at Ongpangkong Salang on October 27. ICAR organises capacity building for tribal farmers

AR observes vigilance awareness week

Ahthibung Police Station gets new building Watsu Mundang sensitises 
Mkg. Anganwadi workers 

Our Correspondent
Mokokchung, Nov. 10 
(EMN): Watsu Mungdang, 
an apex Ao women organi-

sation, conducted a sensi-
tisation programme for the 
Anganwadi workers across 
Mokokchung district. The 

programme was organised 
by the Watsu Mungdang 
as requested by the Direc-
torate of  Social Welfare to 

GOVERNMENT OF NAGALAND 
OFFICE OF THE DEPUTY COMMISSIONER

KOHIMA::: NAGALAND

Whereas Smti. ALEMRENLA  W/O LT. LANUWAPANG, Pensioner resident of 
Lower Agri. Colony, Kohima has applied for issue of Succession Certi�cate under 
the Indian Succession Act 1925, Part X to draw/withdraw/operate/transfer his/her 
Late husband-Pension P.O. N.O. 111404711 of Treasury, Kohima (North). Bank A/C 
No.20057640898 SBI main Branch, Kohima. Who expired on 07.10.2017.

Now therefore, public are hereby asked to �le claims/objection if any within 1 
(one) month from the date of issue of this notice.

Sd/-
(T.L.KIUSUMONG TIKHIR)

Additional Deputy Commissioner
Kohima: Nagaland

OBJECTION NOTICE
No. JUDL/SUCC/88/2017-VI Dated Kohima, the 2nd Nov, 2017

KG-2140

GOVERNMENT OF NAGALAND 
OFFICE OF THE DEPUTY COMMISSIONER

KOHIMA::: NAGALAND

Whereas Smti. ROHNE  W/O LT. S.THOKHO CHAKHESANG, UBC, Nagaland 
Police,(North P.S) Home Deptt. resident of Tsiepfutsiepfhe Colony, Kohima  has 
applied for issue of Succession Certi�cate under the Indian Succession Act 1925, 
Part X to draw/withdraw/operate/transfer his/her Late husband-Pension, NPRS,GIS, 
Leave encashment ,G.P.F.,DCRG & Gratuity. Bank A/C No.20062269438 SBI Main 
Branch, Kohima. Who expired on 13.07.2017.

Now therefore, public are hereby asked to �le claims/objection if any within 1 
(one) month from the date of issue of this notice. Sd/-

(T.L.KIUSUMONG TIKHIR)
Additional Deputy Commissioner

Kohima: Nagaland

OBJECTION NOTICE
No. JUDL/SUCC/88/2017-VI Dated Kohima, the 2nd Nov. 2017

KG-2141

GOVERNMENT OF NAGALAND 
OFFICE OF THE DEPUTY COMMISSIONER

KOHIMA::: NAGALAND

Whereas Smti. VIDÜHOLE W/O LT. T.KROPOL ANGAMI, Pensioner resident of 
Khuzama Village, Kohima has applied for issue of Succession Certi�cate under 
the Indian Succession Act 1925, Part X to draw/withdraw/operate/transfer his/her 
Late husband-Pension P.O.No. NL/S/11282 of Treasury, Kohima (North). Bank A/C 
No.34760610859 SBI Bazar Branch, Kohima. Who expired on 30/10/2017.

Now therefore, public are hereby asked to �le claims/objection if any within 1 
(one) month from the date of issue of this notice.

Sd/-
(T.L.KIUSUMONG TIKHIR)

Additional Deputy Commissioner
Kohima: Nagaland

OBJECTION NOTICE
No. JUDL/SUCC/86/2017-V Dated Kohima, the 8th Nov, 2017

KG-2142

GOVERNMENT OF NAGALAND 
OFFICE OF THE DEPUTY COMMISSIONER

KOHIMA::: NAGALAND

Whereas Smti. H.RHANLANO LOTHA  W/O LT. T.TEMJEN LONGCHARI, Carpenter 
Helper, P.W.D.(H) Kohima  resident of Phezoucha, New Sectt. Area, Kma has 
applied for issue of Succession Certi�cate under the Indian Succession Act 
1925, Part X to draw/withdraw/operate/transfer his/her Late husband-G.P.F., GIS, 
Leave encashment, Gratuity & Pension. Bank A/C No.20147250910 SBI Nagaland 
Secretariat Branch, Kohima. Who expired on 03.09.2017.

Now therefore, public are hereby asked to �le claims/objection if any within 1 
(one) month from the date of issue of this notice. Sd/-

(T.L.KIUSUMONG TIKHIR)
Additional Deputy Commissioner

Kohima: Nagaland

OBJECTION NOTICE
No. JUDL/SUCC/88/2017-VI Dated Kohima, the 27th Oct, 2017

KG-2143

Whereas, the relevant Rules of the Indian Administrative Service (Recruitment) 
Rules, 1954 and IAS (Appointment by Promotion/Selection) Regulations 1955 & 1997, 
provisions 15% out of 33.33% of the total strength of IAS, for appointments through 
selection from the Non-State Civil Services (Non-SCS) with a permissible limit of 4 (four) 
posts in the present cadre strength.

And whereas, only 2 (two) IAS posts have been �lled up through selection from 
the Non-SCS and against 1 (one) vacancy for the year 2017, the Government vide 
Advertisement No.PAR-A/01/2017-AIS Dated 30th May 2017 had invited eligible 
candidates from amongst the Non-SCS o�cers. And whereas, the recommendation of 
the State Government for selection into IAS is unduly delayed.

And whereas the four Services Associations, namely- the Confederation of All 
Nagaland State Services Employees’ Association (CANSSEA), the Nagaland Secretariat 
Service Association (NSSA), the Federation of Nagaland State Engineers’ Services 
Association (FONSESA) and the Nagaland Finance & Accounts Service Association 
(NF&ASA) had represented the Government on various occasions to expedite the 
matter. And whereas, the Government constituted a Cabinet Sub-Committee with 
a timeframe of 1 (one) month to decide on the matter had lapsed, and there is no 
information of the report and decision.

Therefore, the four Associations in an emergency meeting held on 10.11.17 resolved 
to give out this information for preparedness of members for any form of protest and 
agitation in the demand for the legitimate rights of the members.

Sd/-
(Dr. Zase Chiisi)

President
CANSSEA

Sd/-
Er. Y. Tep
President
FONSESA

Sd/-
(Johnny Humtsoe)

President
NSSA

Sd/-
(R.N Yanthan)

President
NF&ASA

Selection of Non-SCS into IAS

K-1441

CONFEDERATION OF ALL NAGALAND STATE SERVICE EMPLOYEES’ ASSOCIATION
HEAD OFFICE : THEMEZIE H.S ROAD, KOHIMA-797001, NAGALAND

RESOLUTION

I, Akanito Assumi / G Akanito Assumi, S/o Ghokuto Assumi, 
R/o House No.392 Duncan Bosti Dimapur Nagaland do hereby 
solemnly a�rm and declare as follows: 
1. That I am a bona�de citizen of India resident of above 

mentioned address 
2. That in some of my document my name has been entered 

as G Akanito Assumi
3. That G stands for Ghokuto which is my father initial name 
4. That my name Akanito Assumi and G Akanito Assumi 

refers to one and same person. 
5. That henceforth I shall address/use my name as Akanito 

Assumi in all my o�cial and correspondence documents.
D-4797

AFFIDAVITREGISTRATION NO.152/2017  DATED: 10/11/2017

I, Smti. Purjungla Ao D/o M. Jongshilemba Ao, aged about 30 years, a resident 
of Alampang Ward, District Mokokchung, Nagaland, do hereby solemnly affirm 
and declare as follows:
1. That I am bonafide citizen of India and belong to Ao Naga tribe.
2. That my correct and official name is Purjungla Ao.
3. That however in my Admit Card and Mark sheet of High School Leaving 

Certificate Examination of Nagaland Board of school Education my name 
is entered as Purjungla and in my other documents my name has been 
entered as Purjungla Ao.

4. That henceforth Purjungla Ao and Purjungla refers to one and the same 
person i.e. me.

5. That from today onwards my name will be known/used as Purjungla Ao.
6. That this affidavit shall be use as a piece of evidence for all official and other 

purposes.
7. That the statements made above are true and correct to the best of my 

knowledge and belief and nothing material has been concealed therein.
And I have signed this affidavit on this day the 30th September, 2016 at Kohima 
before the competent Court of Law.

DEPONENT
MAGISTRATE/NOTARY PUBLIC

K-1440

AFFIDAVITREGD. NO: 0420/16 DATE: 17/10/16

With reference to the Commission’s Advertisement 
No.NPSC-1/2017 dt. 27.07.2017, this is to notify to all the 
candidates that the Examination for Stenographer Grade 
–II (Jr) and Stenographer Grade –III will held on 21st 
November, 2017.

Candidates can download their Admission Certi�cate 
from https://www.npsc.in by submitting Transaction ID 
from 14-11-2017 onwards. The Transaction ID will be 
sent through SMS to all candidates. Candidates must take 
a printout of the Admission Certi�cate without which they 
shall not be allowed to appear the examination. Further, 
candidates are to produce a valid identity card issued by 
a competent authority as proof of identity.

The rejected list shall be noti�ed on the Commission’s 
notice board and website at www.npsc.co.in  on 13-11-
2017.

(ASANGLA IMTI)
Deputy Secretary,

Nagaland Public Service Commission,
Kohima

NOTIFICATION
NO.NPSC/EXAM-6/69(VOL-II)                               Dated Kohima, the 10th November, 2017

KG-2139

NAGALAND PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSION
KOHIMA

Dimapur, Nov. 9 (EMN): 
The ICAR Nagaland cen-
tre organised three day 
capacity building on large 
cardamom cult ivation 
among the tribal farm-
ers from Nov. 7 to 9. The 
programme was funded 
under TSP.

Joint Director Dr. D J 
Rajkhowa, in his welcome 
address highlighted the 
scope and opportunities 
of  spices cultivation in the 
state.

Dr. Azeze Seyie, sci-
entist (Spices, Plantation, 
Medicinal and aromatic 
plants), coordinator of  the 
training programme, gave 
an outline of  the train-
ing programme. He also 
stressed on the importance 
of  large cardamom based 
agroforestry which is an 
adaptive system in hilly 
region for ecosystem serv-
ices and which has been 
a remunerative source of  
income to the tribal farm-
ers of  Nagaland in recent 
years. He however, said the 
growers have to face some 

major threats and chal-
lenges on crop manage-
ment, diseases and pests 
control and lack of  market 
intelligence, which have 
caused severe setbacks on 
livelihood of  the people. 

During the three day 
programme, courses re-
lated to quality nursery 
production and its man-
agement, production tech-
niques of  large cardamom, 
integrated nutrient man-
agement, vermi-compost, 

integrated disease man-
agement, integrated pest 
management, post har-
vest management, value 
addition and for market-
ing of  large cardamom in 
the state were covered by 
scientists of  the centre. 
Government schemes and 
programme for promotion 
of  spices cultivation were 
also appraised by official 
from spice board. 

In a valedictory ses-
sion, Dr. L.K. Baishya, 

senior scientist briefed the 
farmers about the impor-
tance of  spices crops for 
doubling of  farmer’s in-
come in the state. He also 
stressed on the expansion 
of  area under large carda-
mom in cluster basis and 
highlighted the scope of  
expansion in agro-forest 
and jhum land.  

Course completion 
certificate was distributed 
to all the 29 participant 
farmers.

Dimapur, Nov 10 (EMN): A new 
police station building at Athibung 
in Peren district was inaugurated by 
LL Doungel, Director General of  
Police, on November 6 in the pres-
ence of  senior police officers, district 
administration, leaders of  Kuki Inpi 
and ZKPO, village council chairmen 
and secretaries and GBs of  neighbor-

ing villages. 
The DGP, in his address, men-

tioned that the presence of  police is 
not only to prevent crime and main-
tain law and order but also to provide 
safe and secure environment so that 
development activities can take place 
without hindrance.

He appealed to the public of  Ah-

thibung circle to extend co-operation 
to the police so that there can be un-
derstanding and good team work for 
the benefit and progress of  the area. 
The DGP further expressed hope 
that the new facilities in the police 
station building will improve the 
functioning of  uniformed personnel 
in the days to come.

Progressive farmers from Peren 
visit agri fair in Agartala

NCD committee objects NSCN (K) justification

Dimapur, Nov. 10 (EMN): 
The College of  Veterinary 
Sciences & Animal Husa-
bandry, organised exposure 
tour for seven progressive 
farmers from Peren district 
to provide experiment the 
technological advances in 
integrated farming to dou-
ble the income of  farmers.

The progressive farm-
ers were from New Jalukie, 

Old Tesen, Punglwa – B 
and Jalukie-B, visited Re-
gional Agri Fair organised 
by the CAU at the College 
of  Fisheries, Agartala from 
Nov. 5 to 7.  This is sec-
ond time that farmers from 
Peren district have been 
taken to the Regional agri 
fair by Dr. G Dhanan Jaya 
Rao, MV.Sc., Ph.D. dean 
COVSC & AH. 

improve the working system 
of the Anganwadi workers 
in the district.

The sensitisation pro-
gramme was held in phase 
wise in three locations. The 
sensitisation programme for 
Anganwadi workers under 
Ongpangkong range and 
Asetkong range was held 
at Ongpangkong Salang on 
October 27, while for Jang-
petkong and Tsurangkon 
ranges were held at Man-
gkolemba on November 
7, and for Langpangkong 
range on November 9 at 
Changtongya.

The programme was 
mainly focused on empow-
erment and uplift of women 
and child in their respective 
community.

The Watsu officials also 
informed that it has resolved 
to form Anganwadi Board 
and Association in-order to 
address their grievances to 
the government.

edge and quiz competitions 
for school children of  St. 
Clare School, Akuluto, 
in Zunehoboto district on 
November 4. 

The aim of  the event 
was to motivate the young 
students to showcase their 
talents. The event witnessed 
enthusiastic participation 
and concluded with distri-
bution of  prizes.  

In yet another pro-
gramme, troops of  36 As-
sam Rifles conducted a 
weapon cum equipment 
display for students of  
Government High School, 
Jalukie, in Peren district on 
November 3. 

The aim of  the event 
was to familiarise and mo-
tivate the youth to the join 
the armed forces. Major at-
tractions of  the event were 
machine guns, sniper rifles, 
rocket launchers and new 
generation equipment. The 
event was witnessed by 50 
students and locals. 

Dimapur, Nov 10 (EMN): 
Public Action Committee 
(PAC) of  Naga Council 
(NCD) has strongly con-
demned the press commu-
niqué of the NSCN (K) for 
denying its involvement in 
the murder attempt of  L 
Duolo, proprietor of  Kuda 
Cold Storage, on Septem-
ber 18.

PAC convenor, Vek-
kosayi Nyekha, and the co-
convenor, K Gokheto Cho-
phy, have expressed shock 

on the denial of  murder 
attempt even after arrest-
ing two persons reportedly 
from the NSCN (K) by the 
Dimapur police on October 
24.

“We the Naga people 
of  Dimapur feel that lies 
and manipulations are de-
meaning the good stature 
of the NSCN (K) on hand, 
while on the other hand 
we cannot allow the Naga 
people to be taken for a ride 
with lies and justifying the 

Dimapur, Nov. 10 (EMN): 
Troops of  9 Assam Rifles 
has observed Vigilance 
Awareness Week from Oc-
tober 30 to November 4 
at Chieswema in Kohima 
district on the theme “My 
vision – Corruption free 
India.”

During the event, a for-
mal interaction/meeting 
with the local population 

of  Pfutsero and Chizami 
town was also conducted 
on November 3. The pur-
pose of  the meeting was to 
educate the public about 
ill effects of  corruption, its 
related practices and edu-
cate them about ways to 
combat corruption at grass 
root level.

Large number of  locals 
including town chairman, 

secretaries, GBs, youth 
president, school children 
and teachers attended the 
meeting. All the partici-
pants have resolved to fight 
corruption at all levels.

In an unrelated pro-
gramme, troops of  5 As-
sam Rifles has organised 
‘Talent Hunt’ in dancing, 
singing, debate, essay writ-
ing, literacy, general knowl-

wrong, we condemn it,” the 
statement said.

Towards this end, the 
PAC NCD, has declared 
not to give moral and other 
supports to NSCN (K) till 
they apologise to the public 
openly and discipline their 
cadres who have damaged 

the image of NSCN (K). 
Should any harm hap-

pen to Duolo again, it stated 
that Naga public would not 
be cowed down by bullets 
and criminals but build the 
Naga nation by fighting 
against rogue elements in 
the National struggles. 
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In the beginning God created the heavens and the earth. Genesis 1:1

While orbiting the moon in 1968, Apollo 8 astronaut Bill Anders described the crew’s close-up 
view of the moonscape. He called it “a foreboding horizon . . . a stark and unappetizing-look-
ing place.” Then the crew took turns reading to a watching world from Genesis 1:1–10. After 
Commander Frank Borman finished verse 10, “And God saw that it was good,” he signed off 

with, “God bless all of you, all of you on the good Earth.”
The opening chapter of the Bible insists on two facts:
Creation is God’s work. The phrase “and God said . . .” beats in cadence all the way through the chap-

ter. The entire magnificent world we live in is the product of His creative work. All that follows in the Bible 
reinforces the message of Genesis 1: Behind all of history, there is God.

Creation is good. Another sentence tolls softly, like a bell, throughout this chapter. “And God saw that 
it was good.” Much has changed since that first moment of creation. Genesis 1 describes the world as 
God wanted it, before any spoiling. Whatever beauty we sense in nature today is a faint echo of the pristine 
state God created.

The Apollo 8 astronauts saw Earth as a brightly colored ball hanging alone in space. It looked at once 
awesomely beautiful and fragile. It looked like the view from Genesis 1.

O tell of His might, O sing of His grace, whose robe is the light, whose canopy space; His chariots of 
wrath the deep thunderclouds form, and dark is His path on the wings of the storm. Robert Grant

The Good Earth
BIBLE READ:   GENESIS 1:1–10  
THOUGHT FOR TODAY:
God said, “Let the water under the sky be gathered 

to one place, and let dry ground appear.” And it 
was so. . . . And God saw that it was good. 

~ Genesis 1:9–10  

READERS’ MIRROR VIEWS & REVIEWS

Nagaland Deserves Chief Minister of Very High Calibre

Assembly Election is knock-
ing at the door in Naga-
land. Messengers of  the 
so-called ‘Honourable 

Final Solution of  the Indo-Naga Po-
litical Problem’ have been arriving in 
the state since the last twenty years. 
The talk of  imminent ‘Interim Gov-
ernment in Nagaland’ is a chimera 
undermining a confused Naga soci-
ety of  bewildered, simple, naïve and 
credulous people who fear being left 
out like the five foolish virgins of  the 
ten virgins, gone out at night without 
Oil in their lamps to welcome the 
Bridegroom on the Way in the Gos-
pel parable!   

Just the other day, all of  a sud-
den, the people got an embarrassing 
jolt as one Minister physically as-
saulted a high-ranking Government 
Officer and exposed as it were, the 
tip of  the immense danger iceberg 
of  callousness and contempt for de-
cency lying underneath the surface 
of  Nagaland Government. 

The Minister then got scot-free 
just by offering a cursory and hypo-
critical apology for an unforgivable 
offence. The Hon’ble Chief  Minis-
ter also failed to give even a hint of  
displeasure at such an atrocious con-

duct of  a senior Cabinet Minister.
This is the first time ever in the 

State; that people at the helm of the 
state governance brought such unac-
ceptable reputation to the State. Can 
one ever imagine a human society 
where anything hardly functions? 
Even gangs of  criminals have their 
codes and rules. Nagaland has -no 
rules, no law, no codes– and devel-
opment funds miraculously disap-
pear. Nagaland is indeed a “Miracle 
State!”    

Mud slinging at another is a fa-
vourite game of  the politicians and 
often the Public get entertained, at 
the same time the muck that lies 
hidden in the dark recesses of  “state-
craft” also is exposed. The recent 
outburst of  the Chief  Minister’s Of-
fice however is utterly intemperate 
and shows gross lack of  decency.  

People in Nagaland are now 
sick, tired and angry, moronic and 
irresponsible old political materials 
in the state.  The People deserve a 
government of  much higher quality. 
The state deserves a Chief  Minister 
of  much higher caliber.

A respectable senior citizen said 
that a state must have a Chief  Minis-
ter of  ‘excellent caliber’. “‘Excellent 

Caliber’ is more an academic term 
than one that includes moral and 
ethical qualities”, said widely known 
woman, “whereas a Chief  Minister 
must also have a high degree of  mor-
al and ethical values”, she said. 

Another decorated Naga Wom-
an said, “The Chief  Minister of  
Nagaland should not only have high 
Caliber for management of  the State, 
he should also have a strong sense of  
‘native Naga Culture and Nature’”.  

The Netherlands touches the 
cold Arctic Circle, it is a small coun-
try  270 times smaller than the USA, 
yet it is one of  the leading producers 
of  Vegetables, Tomato and Potato in 
the World with 20 Tones of  Potato 
from a single Acre whereas USA 
produces only 10 Tones per Acre. 
One hectare of  land produces 1-ton 
Soy protein; the same area in Hol-
land produces tons of  Grasshopper 
Insect Protein for its Cattle. 20ft of  
Tomato vine in climate-controlled 
scientific Green Houses in Holland 
consumes only 4 Gallons of  water 
whereas open cultivation requires 
16 gallons. Holland uses mainly 
Rainwater and fiber root medium 
enriched with symbiotic bacteria in 
its wonder Agriculture. 

 We acknowledge Nagaland 
would take centuries to attain the 
standard of  management and devel-
opment Netherlands has attained. 

However, More than half  a cen-
tury after attaining statehood, due 
to gross mismanagement, Nagaland 
Government is unable to pay its 
teachers regularly, pay scholarship 
to the students regularly or make full 
payments to contractors for com-
pleted works; rather serious doubts 
have become known about massive 
fraudulent payments for non-exist-
ent works. The financial condition 
of  the state is in complete disarray 
–“No fund” is all that the People 
hear; and the state survives barely 
by begging for extra doles from the 
Union Government, but never ar-
rives at a condition of  being able to 
bridge the financial deficit even to a 
tiny degree.

The Government of  Nagaland 
has no control over the rampant col-
lection of  “taxes” by Extra-Constitu-
tional bodies in the state. This con-
dition has led to uncontrolled price 
increase in the market, victimizing 
all the citizens in the State.

Shame upon shame, government 
buildings all over the state even in 

the capital city are gathering Moss 
and Lichens lying half-finished for 
years in ruins, bridges have collapsed 
and are collapsing! Cows sleep in 
school buildings. Office buildings 
are dilapidated and dirty. Road con-
ditions evoke spontaneous cursing. 
No water supply, Power supply is at 
best erratic. The list goes on. Noth-
ing works.  Without exception, all 
who travel outside Nagaland, after 
seeing the progress in other areas of  
development in other states, feel sad 
and despondent when they come 
back. 

The Public Service Commission 
is the Core-machine of  the State 
Craft of  Governance; members’ 
statutory selected very senior expe-
rienced usually retired renowned 
person operates the Commission. It 
deserves the highest and most care-
ful management of  the Government, 
but Government has used it most 
casually as collateral political self-
Interests of  the Politicians. 

The Nagaland Public Service 
Commission has become so run-
down in its Reputation. Come to 
think of  it: The candidate Students 
recently in protest formed a Com-
mittee and submitted very sensible 

suggestions to revamp the whole 
sorry condition of  the Commission. 

Oftentimes people tend to think 
and say that everybody from the 
grass-root level to the top is respon-
sible for this sorry state of  affairs in 
Nagaland. This is not true. Leaders 
are responsible, and the onus is on 
the head of  the Leaders.

The Assembly Election in Na-
galand, the mother of  all sorts of  
maladies and evils recycled afresh, is 
knocking at the State door. It is high 
time for Nagas to think and act deci-
sively to have a Government of  high 
quality and Chief  Minister of  high 
caliber. 
Let no Naga fear to stray outside 
the beaten tract.

Dr. L M. Murry.  Retd Director 
of  Health Services & Family 

Welfare,Nagaland.  
Thepfulhouvi Solo. Retd. IFS  

(RR-68), former Principal Secretary 
Nagaland.

Razoukhrielie Kevichüsa.  Retd. 
IAS,  former Commissioner Secretary 

Nagaland. 
Kevisiezolie Suohu. Former Member, 

Public Service Commission Nagaland.

Subhas Chandra Bose Came to the Naga Hills in 
1944: A Rejoinder to K Puro

It has been sometime now that you, 
K. Puro continued Subhas Chandra 
Bose episode denying his presence in 
the Naga Hills even after many pub-

lication indicating a clear historical facts 
on Bose presence in the Naga Hills during 
the Battle of  Kohima. Now this has made 
many to question the intention of  your epi-
sode referring to few books written by the 
colonial rulers like Arthur Swinson’s (who 
was a staff  captain of  the British 5th bri-
gade during the WWII) and wrote a book, 
“Kohima” focusing on the experience of  
the British 2nd infantry Division, which 
you extensively referred to. Also the then 
DC Pawsey, and as per the many available 
sources through books and Internet one 
thing is very clear that he was mostly occu-
pied with rehabilitation post war and never 
had the time to go through different places 
even in close proximity let alone Phek dis-
trict! The point is, if  this is what you want 
to present as your historical facts and evi-
dence (a bias approach) plainly taken from 
a one sided story from a handpick two 
three books, would it even be considered a 
research work in its truest sense? 

You see, our society has come of  age 
and is able to judge what was fed to us then 
by the colonial masters from what was 
deliberately hidden from our knowledge. 
Yesterday, it was about Netaji’s sudden 
disappearance, and today, a controversy 
has been generated to completely erase 
the great leader’s footprint from the Naga 
Hills. Why was/is there so much effort to 
hide every bit of  vital information about 
Netaji and his movements during the 
WWII? Every person with a little knowl-
edge of  Indian History knows that Bose 
was an anti-imperialist and therefore, by 
default, he became an enemy of  the British 
rule in India. His presence in India in 1944 
was likely to create serious political conse-
quences for the British raj. The Indian Na-
tional Congress leaders who saw the Brit-
ish as the lesser evil vis-à-vis the Japanese, 
also saw Bose as a threat to their policies 
and ideology. Hence, Netaji phobia contin-
ued to be felt even during post India’s in-
dependence era. Even today, many of  the 
scholars and historians find it difficult to 
avoid the pit-fall of  subjectivity while at-
tempting to work on Netaji and the Indian 
National Army. The reason is, we are still 
over dependent on the records left behind 
by our past masters. This is often proven to 
be true when written records of  the white-
collared officials and oral accounts of  the 
lesser known players come into conflict. In 
most of  the cases, official records of  the 
past are still considered supreme and final 
when it comes to interpretation of  histori-
cal events. However, it can never happen 
that every official record is complete or 
right in itself  because the recorders them-
selves were/are being fed by human re-
porters, in most cases, by the ones in the 
pay roles of  the recorders.

The absence of  satisfactory colonial 
records on Netaji’s direct role in the India 

campaign of  1944 should not be targeted 
as an Achilles heel to deface him further 
from history. After all, history is often 
pieced together by various means using 
even undocumented facts or accounts of  
eyewitnesses. What more proof  does one 
need to get convinced on Netaji’s entry 
into the frontier villages of  the Naga Hills 
when eyewitnesses and participants who 
had either served him or had met him in 
person, have already given their side of  
the story very clearly? Of  course, it is not 
a compulsion for everyone to believe on 
what one says, but the fact is, oral history 
is the foundation of  many histories. There-
fore, just because the opponents of  Sub-
has Bose had, knowingly or unknowingly, 
failed to record his activities in northeast 
India during the WWII does not mean that 
he was not here. We all know that there ex-
isted crucial reasons why the activities of  
Bose and the INA was kept as a top secret 
during the war, especially by the British of-
ficials and the 14th Army. By the way, have 
we already accepted the British military 
history as the final history of  the WWII 
in the region? Can’t we create a little space 
for the views of  the living witnesses? There 
should not be anything wrong in the con-
struction of  a piece of  history long forgot-
ten or avoided in the past due to politi-
cal and other reasons. Precisely, here we 
are talking about the forgotten history of  
Netaji’s brief  association with some of  the 
native Nagas in 1944.

We come across a startling fact in the 
work of  Major General Shahnawaz Khan 
who had mentioned that on arrival in In-
dia, they found out that the people inside 
the country knew very little about the real 
worth and activities of  the INA. The rea-
son was, they found the propaganda of  
the British to be too powerful (Shanawaz 
Khan, p.243). It is alleged that even news 
about the entry of  the INA into northeast 
India have been suppressed to sideline the 
importance of  the political aspect of  the 
Japanese and the INA campaign of  India. 
In this regard, Professor Bhattachajee ob-
served that there was a possibility of  a de-
liberate attempt on the part of  the British 
press and publicity to bewilder the people 
of  India into believing that the battle of  
Imphal-Kohima was a Japanese invasion. 
The British propaganda was reinforced by 
the efforts of  a section of  the national lead-
ers (World War II & India: A Fifty Years 
Perspective, presidential address, Gora-
khpur University, 1990, p.13).

In the light of  the above, a few evidenc-
es about the entry and activities of  Netaji 
and his INA in northeast India have been 
listed below: 

1. Right in the beginning, in early 
March 1944, groups of  officers and men 
of  the Special Service Group (Bahadur 
Group) and men of  the Azad Hind Dal 
went up to the Kohima sector, being at-
tached to the crack Japanese Manchurian 
Division (Major General A.C. Chatterji, 
India’s Struggle for Freedom, Chatterjee 

& Co., Ltd., Calcutta, 1947, p.180).
Writing of  his memoir on 3rd April 

1944, Lieut. M.G. Mulkar wrote, “We 
were passing through Naga Hills. Here and 
there we found a peculiar type of  cultiva-
tion, i.e., terrace cultivation on the sides of  
hills. Naga village is on the top of  a hill.” 
He further wrote on 7th April, “Kohima 
town was besieged by us. The fighting is 
severe and on it 

2. Depends our future success (Lieut. 
M.G. Mulkar, INA Soldier’s Dairy, pp.128-
132). Khumbo Angami, recollecting the 
event at Kohima said that he encountered 
several Indians in military dress who were 
officers of  INA where they showed the 
people the Indian national flag and some 
badges (Fergal keane, Road of  Bones, 
2010, p.237).

3. Initially, fighting on Imphal- Kohima 
sector was mainly done by the Japanese 
with the INA playing the auxiliary role. 
But when the Japanese were pressed hard, 
they asked for the services of  the Subhas 
Brigade (N.G Jog, In Freedom Quest, New 
Delhi, 1969,p.253). Apparently, this could 
be the reason why no specific mention of  
INA independently attacking a sector in 
Kohima was not highlighted in many ac-
counts. The INA’s own strategy was to 
avoid set-piece battles for which it lacked 
arms and armament as well as man-power. 
The general operation plan envisaged the 
INA units pushing to Kohima and Imphal 
with Japanese forces and as the latter fell, 
the INA was to cross the Brahmaputra 
and enter Bengal. At Phek, a villager said, 
“Indian officers led the Japanese into our 
village and when they spoke to our elders, 
they did not sound threatening” (Rob-
ert Laymen, End of  Empire, 2014, p.79). 
Sipohu Venuh of  the same village said, “I 
saw men of  Black race (INA) who came 
with the Japanese (Laymen, p.112).

4. The British christened the INA as 
Jiff  (Japanese Inspired Fifth Columnists or 
Japanese Indian fighting force) as a meas-
ure of  psychological warfare to defang the 
nationalist image of  Bose Army (Fergal 
keane, Road of  Bones, 2010 p.87). This is 
because the Japanese troops were frequent-
ly accompanied by the detachment of  INA 
who prowled and howled using loudhailer 
in English and Urdu to seduce the Indians 
in British Army to forego their allegiance 
(Lucas Phillips, Springboard to Victory, 
1966, p.41). By the end of  May when reg-
ular INA troops arrived at Kohima, the 
military position of  the Japanese forces in 
this area had changed for the worse (Es-
ther Kathar, Naga Response to INA move-
ment, 1991, p.47). INA men at Kohima 
held their post most gallantly though and 
beat back attack after attack (Majumdar, 
op.cit., p.598).

5. Before withdrawal, the commander 
of  the INA Brigade was occupying ap-
proximately 200 sq. Miles of  Indian Ter-
ritory that was administered by the Azad 
Hind Dal. The commander was reluctant 
to withdraw from those liberated area and 

in a conference of  the local Naga chiefs, 
he explain the whole situation (Majumdar, 
ibid., p.601), wherein the Nagas implored 
them not to go back (Shah Nawaz Khan, 
p.155). But the Japanese troops withdrew 
to Tamu and the INA much against its 
will, had to withdraw to the same place. 
The INA suffered the same fate as the 
Japanese at Kohima and there were heavy 
casualties on the retreat where troops com-
plained bitterly of  being used as porters by 
the Japanese (keane, op.cit., p.230).

6. According to John W. Gerber, The 
Nation, April 22, 1944, Bose had pro-
claimed in November 1943 that he would 
march into Bengal and Assam. On April 
17, Times magazine noted the danger that 
Bose posed to the Allied cause. Bose him-
self  reported at this time that things were 
going “very well at the frontier” and that 
the spirit was high, as he described a few 
lines to Brahmachari Kailasam of  the Ra-
makrishna Mission in Singapore on April 
16, 1944, “before crossing the frontier.” 
(Sugata Bose, His Majesty’s Opponent, 
Penguin Books, India, 2011, pp.274-275).

7. On May 22, 1944, Berlin Radio had 
announced about an interview a war cor-
respondent had with Mr. Bose at the Indo-
Burma Front (Place not mentioned). On 
June 21, 1944, Berlin Radio announced: 
“ S.C. Bose, President of  the Provisional 
Government of  India, is at present in India 
with his army… (Place not mentioned).” 
(Arun, Testament of  Subhas Bose, Raj 
Kamal Publications, Delhi, 1946, p.159).

8. By mid-May (1944), the Subhas Bri-
gade had hoisted the Indian flag on the 
Mountain tops around Kohima. The Na-
gas, the major tribal community around 
Kohima, Shah Nawaz reported, were help-
ful to the INA troops (Sugata Bose, His 
Majesty’s Opponent, Penguin Books, In-
dia, 2011, p.276, also refer: History of  the 
Freedom Movement in India by R.C. Ma-
jumdar, Vol.3, Firma KLM Private Ltd., 
Calcutta, 1996, p.598).

9. It has been stated on Netaji Week, 
July 4, 1944, that Subhas Babu arrived 
from the front on the 2nd (July). He was 
supposed to have toured the “whole front 
for the last two months and had personally 
inspired the soldiers of  the Fauj.” (An ex-
tract from the Diary of  a Rebel Daughter, 
quoted in Shanawaz Khan’s, p.132) N.B: 
Subhas Bose addressed the function.

10. On August 5, 1944, Tokyo Radio 
had announced that Netaji Bose addressed 
a Press Conference held at the Indian Na-
tional Army Headquarters in India (Place 
not mentioned). Besides other things, Bose 
is said to have stated: “We have successful-
ly crossed the border of  our Motherland, 
and we have routed the enemy on several 
fronts in India.” (Arun, p.161)

11. It is also equally important to men-
tion here that few eyewitnesses who had 
seen Netaji in the year of  the war are still 
alive to clear any doubts regarding the cur-
rent unexpected development on this sub-
ject matter.

It is not a purpose here to describe the 
battle of  Kohima. But an undeniable fact 
is, when the news of  the advancing Japa-
nese and the INA reached the British sol-
diers in their outposts in the Naga villages, 
they packed up and left. Almost all the vil-
lages on the eastern frontier, some in the 
confine of  Kohima, remained undefended 
throughout the war. It was under such 
situation that the villagers from several 
villages came into close association with 
the Japanese and the INA. The village of  
Ruzazho was one of  them, which got the 
privilege to receive Subhas Chandra Bose 
and the INA, including a sizable number 
of  Japanese soldiers from the 31st Divi-
sion. Even though Netaji did not fly into 
our region on flying machine, the private 
plane gifted to him by Japan must have 
been used by him elsewhere to carry out 
his work. The INA depended on the Japa-
nese Army supplies and transport systems 
during the war. Above all, Bose couldn’t be 
loitering around in Burma all throughout 
the war because his destiny was India and 
his mission was for the liberation of  his 
Mother country from foreign rule. 

It is also pertinent to mention that vast 
treasure of  Japanese memoirs remains 
locked out of  view of  international schol-
ars because they have not been translated 
into English and at the same times reluc-
tance of  Japanese themselves to recount the 
event until recently where they seems to be 
opening up. For this reason, most sources 
of  information fed to us has been Anglo-
American bearing mostly one side story 
written by victors in their own light. In the 
midst of  whom the battle took place, places 
are awash with stories which still lies em-
bedded in the local narrative forming and 
important piece of  oral history. Hence to 
conclude the victors history as THE his-
tory would be like claiming a rupee coin 
has only a number printed on it and refus-
ing to admit that there is also another side 
with a lions head or some an Indian map! 
However as you keep on with your so called 
history arrogantly demanding us for proof! 
The Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose Memorial 
Development Society Nagaland is giving 
you a short glimpse again to enlighten you 
that Netaji and INA did come to Naga Hills 
in 1944. After all, History cannot be treated 
as political Science or some mere politics, 
which you seem to be good at being a politi-
cal science graduate.

Or if  you are still not yet convinced and 
still think that this is no history, we would 
like to know what to you is Historical fact? 
Historical proof ? Distorting history? Or 
with what kind of  scientific research meth-
odology and levels of  objectivity you ap-
plied to arrived to your conclusion of  Bose 
and INA’s absence in the Naga Hills in 
1944? As you would accuse others of  not 
using those in their research work!

Dupoyi Nyekha
General Secretary

NSCB Memorial Development  
Society Nagaland
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ARIES (MAR 21 - APR 19): Romance might 
take a front seat in your thoughts today. You 
could have some unusual dreams tonight. 
They might be romantic or they could prove 

artistically inspiring, or both. Write them down, for they 
may reveal new facts about you that could make a differ-
ence. Your thoughts about money could sway between 
confidence and panic. Don’t lose sight of  the facts!

TAURUS (APR 20 - MAY 20): Today your 
mind may be on romance. If  you’re married, 
you’ll grow closer to your partner. If  you’re 
single but involved, the relationship could 

move to the next level of  commitment. If  you aren’t in-
volved, expect to meet someone new and exciting. Warm 
feelings of  unity and intimacy could fill your heart. See 
and accept your partner as he or she is.

GEMINI (MAY 21 - JUN 21): You feel won-
derful and you’re looking great. Expect to draw 
some admiring glances! The only downside 
to this is that you feel stronger than you are. 

If  you try to get too much done today, you might tire 
yourself  out and feel exhausted tomorrow. Eat right, get 
enough rest, and pace yourself. You’ll still accomplish 
everything you need to do.

CANCER (JUN 22 - JUL 22): A romantic 
haze surrounds love relationships. You could 
be thinking that your romantic partner has 
stepped out of  a fairy tale. Yet even story-

book heroes and heroines have flaws - but flaws can be 
endearing! Your creative energy should be very high. 
Artistic projects may have an otherworldly quality about 
them that boosts their quality and impact. Go for it!

LEO (JUL 23 - AUG 22): You might host 
a group meeting or other social event. Your 
guests may be artistically or spiritually in-
clined. The evening should be a social success 

and an inspiring experience. Before they come, make sure 
everything’s in place and working, from light bulbs to 
kitchen equipment. You don’t want minor malfunctions 
to put a damper on the evening.

VIRGO (AUG 23 - SEP 22): If  you’ve been 
thinking about writing, this is the day to get 
started. Your mind is particularly sharp and 
your imagination rich. Unusual developments, 

mostly positive, could take place in your neighborhood. 
You might not know the facts about exactly what’s going 
on, and a lot of  unfounded rumors could be circulating. 
Reserve any opinion until you know the truth.

LIBRA (SEP 23 - OCT 22): Money matters 
continue to go well, though you don’t feel as 
secure about them as you should. A previ-
ously unsung talent, perhaps for the arts, heal-

ing, working with technology, or all three could come 
to light. You could look into ways to train it. You might 
want to explore different options. Your decision might 
surprise you.

SCORPIO (OCT 23 - NOV 21): Today you 
should feel especially idealistic, imaginative, 
intuitive, and spiritually inclined. You project 
an otherworldly aura that attracts more at-

tention, such as admiring glances, than you’re used to. 
Love matters should be going well now, as a fairytale 
atmosphere permeates your life. Enjoy it while you can. 
You’ll be back to reality in a few days!

SAGITTARIUS (NOV 22 - DEC 21): You 
might walk around in a romantic, imaginative, 
spiritual fog with your head in the clouds. Every-
thing may seem perfect and wonderful - perhaps 

too wonderful to be true. Working with equipment of some 
kind, perhaps computers or other electronics could help 
you hang on to reality. You might take this opportunity to 
train in computer graphics or sound engineering.

CAPRICORN (DEC 22 - JAN 19): Romantic 
notions about friends seem to be the energy driv-
ing you today. You might see a longtime friend 
in a new light as a possible romantic partner. A 

group could seem to be the answer to all your problems. You 
could suddenly be convinced that you have the most won-
derful friends in the world. An outlook like this can be good 
as long as you don’t start thinking everyone’s perfect!

AQUARIUS (JAN 20 - FEB 18): Because 
your working life is going well, you might 
indulge in daydreams in which you’re at the 
top of  the heap, perhaps even famous! This is 

a good place to start on your path to advancement, but 
don’t stay there. Use your practicality to map out a work-
able course of  action. Dreams don’t come true by them-
selves. They manifest through planning and hard work.

PISCES (FEB 19 - MAR 20): Your mind may 
be on spiritual or philosophical subjects and con-
sidering fascinating new ideas. Some of  these 
may come from faraway lands, which might 

have you considering travel. Friends or groups may bring 
these ideas your way or you could present the concepts to 
them. Take a walk before going to bed or you’ll never get to 
sleep with all these ideas buzzing through your mind!

Today’s ASTRO-PREDICTION

We all know what Neanderthals 
looked like: the beetling brow 
ridges, thick nose, long skull, 
massive bone structure – and 

probably red hair and freckled skin. You 
might do a double-take if  you saw one on 
the subway, wearing a suit, or you might not. 
But you would surely look twice at the hunt-
er-gatherers that populated Europe between 
7,000 and 8,000 years ago, whose DNA sci-
entists are analysing now. They had dark 
skin and, very likely, bright-blue eyes, like 
the beautiful child from Afghanistan you see 
in the photograph above. This combination 
essentially vanished from ancient Europe, re-
placed by light-skinned, brown-eyed farmers 
who moved in from the Middle East over the 
course of  several centuries, and who looked 
like most of  the population of  southern Eu-
rope today. 

These early farmers, who depended on 
milk, have the gene for lactose tolerance that 
is missing in the old hunter-gatherer popula-
tion. They ate much less meat and far more 
starch than the original meat-eating Euro-
peans, and depended both on milk and on 
sunlight for vitamin D – hence their lighter 
skin. As for the dark, blue-eyed people, they 
disappeared from Europe, swamped geneti-

cally by the invaders over time.
This is a tale of  fast human evolution. 

New ways of  living – farming crops, and 
herding animals rather than hunting – led to 
the rapid expansion of  genes that took ad-
vantage of  these cultural adaptations. The 
ancestral dark skin, probably inherited from 
our common forebears in Africa, could have 
been a disadvantage if  most calories came 
from cultivated grains rather than meat from 
wild animals, rich in vitamin D. Blue eyes re-
mained, though the form of  the gene (called 
an allele) for blue eye colour is recessive, and 
easily swamped by alleles for brown eyes. So 
within some span of  time – we can’t say ex-
actly how long – ancient Europeans began to 
look quite different. There was also an influx 
of  genes from east Asia, from peoples likely 
resembling the modern Chukchi and other 
native Siberian groups closely related to Na-
tive Americans. Ancient Europe was a melt-
ing pot, but certain alleles, for light skin and 
brown eyes, became dominant as the hunter-
gatherer way of  life receded against an influx 
of  farmers and farming.

We think of  evolution, described by 
Charles Darwin in 1859, as a slow dance: 
nature chooses the best-adapted organisms 
to reproduce, multiply and survive in any 
given ecosystem. As organisms adapt to 
changing ecological circumstances over mil-
lennia, the varieties best-suited to the envi-

ronment thrive, allowing species to emerge 
and evolve. This is the process known as 
natural selection, or differential reproduc-
tion, which simply means that the organisms 
best-adapted to their particular, immediate 
circumstances will pass on more genes to the 
next generation than their less-well-adapted 
conspecifics (members of  the same species).

Permanent change, of  the kind we see in 
the fossil record, takes more time. Just look at 
the plodding trajectory of  the several-hoofed 
Hyracotherium, a dog-sized forest-dwelling 
mammal that gradually lost its side toes (four 
on the front legs and three on the back) as the 
central one enlarged. It took 55 million years 
for it to evolve into the large, single-hoofed, 
grass-feeding horse we know today.

But sometimes evolution happens fast. As 
the biologists Peter and Rosemary Grant at 
Princeton University in New Jersey showed 
in their studies of  Galapagos finches, small 
beaks can change into large beaks in a single 
generation, depending on climate conditions 
and the type of  food to be found on those 
harsh islands. The small-beaked birds might 
die out, while the large-beaked prevail, for a 
while at least. But those rapid changes aren’t 
often permanent. Though the Grants might 
have witnessed the evolution of  an entirely 
new, heavy-bodied finch species, many of  
the changes they saw in finches’ beaks were 
reversed, again and again. Changes in veg-

etation could mean that large beaks become 
a handicap. This shifting process – small 
changes over short periods of  time – is called 
‘microevolution’.

The evolutionary biologists David Lahti 
of  Queens College at the City University of  
New York and Paul W Ewald of  the Uni-
versity of  Louisville both argue that there’s 
nothing exceptional about fast evolution. 
Rapid change, transient or lasting, simply 
reflects the intensity of  selection, the strong 
action of  Darwin’s ‘hostile forces of  na-
ture’, including predation, heat, cold, para-
sites. Difficult times could mean extinction 
for some species, or fast evolution for oth-
ers. But to enable fast evolution, you must 
have enough genetic variation present in the 
underlying gene pool for selection to work 
upon. Hence the swift replacement of  the 
hunter-gatherer with the farmer in ancient 
Europe. Light-skin genes overtook dark-skin 
genes because, likely, those genes better fit 
both the European environment and a new 
way of  life.

Lahti adds that for human populations 
social selection becomes paramount: the 
presence of  other hostile groups and the hu-
man ability for in-group cooperation drove 
the emergence of  human social complexity 
and the evolution of  the human brain. We 
don’t know whether the contact between Eu-
ropean hunters and Middle Eastern farmers 

(or the East Asian people who also contrib-
uted their genes to the European pot) were 
friendly or hostile. Likely, in ancient Europe, 
there were skirmishes; likely, also, there were 
peaceful exchanges. We can’t know: all we 
see is the result, the apparent swamping of  
one set of  traits for others that gradually be-
came fixed in the area.

Of  course, blond hair and light skin 
came to characterise Europe in the far north, 
among the ancestral Scandinavian popula-
tion; pale skin here is likely an adaptation 
to vitamin D shortage. Dark skin remains a 
useful adaptation in hot, sunny climates. As 
climate changes, perhaps local variations in 
human appearance will be favoured in ways 
we don’t yet know.

Human evolution and the forces that 
produce it have never stopped. Some peo-
ple will always be favoured genetically, and 
their offspring will be more likely to survive. 
That’s the essence of  natural selection. And 
so adaptation and human evolution go on all 
the time. As a species, it’s impossible to say 
that we’re evolving in a particular direction – 
towards bigger heads and spindly limbs, say, 
as science fiction often suggests. But on the 
local level, adaptation and natural selection 
are always at work, adapting us to combat 
whatever threats – new diseases, climate 
change, new social selection processes – are 
now, often invisibly, at hand.

Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi’s efforts in building 
India’s global appeal for in-
vestors seems to have finally 

yielded returns in terms of  the coun-
try’s performance in the World Bank 
Doing Business rankings. India wit-
nessed its highest-ever jump of  30 
places in the rankings, reaching the 
100th place among 190 countries. 
Subsequently, it also joined the list 
of  top 10 improvers for the first time 
and became the first South Asian 
country to achieve the feat.

The World Bank measures this 
in terms of  a Distance to Frontier 
(DTF) metric, which shows the 
distance of  the economy from the 
best performer in each category on 
a scale of  0 to 100, with the latter 
representing the frontier. India has 
shown a drastic improvement of  
4.71 points over the last year from 

56.05 to 60.76. To put things in per-
spective, China has witnessed an in-
crease of  0.40 points.

India’s performance has been 
impressive by any standard. It has 
moved closer to the global stand-
ards in nine of  the ten parameters on 
which the Doing Business rankings 
are based and has enforced reforms 
in eight of  these categories over 
the last year. The three key reforms 
among these were resolving insol-
vency, ease of  paying taxes online 
and protection of  minority inves-
tors. Despite these improvements, 
the general sentiment has been to 
dismiss the rankings mainly for the 
flaws in its methodology.

First, the rankings are based on 
perception surveys of  few entre-
preneurs or professionals based on 
questions that are mostly subjective 
in nature. Second, they are not even 
based on the economic conditions 
of  the entire economy but on one or 
two cities within a nation. For India, 

it is based on Delhi and Mumbai 
alone. However, the critics miss the 
point.

If  India performs poorly even on 
such a limited study that chooses the 
best cities in the country, it speaks 
volumes of  the business conditions 
across the country and is indicative 
of  the scope of  improvement that 
remains. Moreover, rankings are 
relative by definition and since the 
World Bank chooses a maximum 
of  two cities for other countries as 
well, it should depict a near accu-
rate performance of  any country on 
a relative scale. Therefore, any im-
provement up the ladder cannot be 
summarily dismissed.

Further, reforms considered by 
the World Bank include a mix of  
central and state initiatives. Passing 
of  central legislation like the Insol-
vency and Bankruptcy Code, 2016, 
that helped India jump from 136 to 
103 in the “resolving insolvency” 
parameter have pan-India benefits 

and are not just limited to Delhi 
and Mumbai. Therefore, it would 
be incorrect to presume that merely 
focusing on a few cities is disasso-
ciated from reality even though the 
actions of  state governments are not 
reflected.

Incidentally, India performs 
poorly in parameters where state 
government interference is maxi-
mum: Getting an electricity connec-
tion, starting a business and register-
ing a property. This underlines the 
importance of  policy coordination 
between the states and the Centre. 
Nevertheless, credit needs to be 
given where it is due for an improve-
ment in rankings majorly driven by 
reforms undertaken by the central 
government over the last few years. 
It must be noted that the rankings 
have not taken into account the 
implementation of  the Goods and 
Services Tax (GST). Therefore, con-
siderable potential remains for fur-
ther improvement.

But it should also be kept in mind 
that these rankings are not an end in 
themselves and are far from perfect. 
A lot of  it is based on policies which 
are on the books and do not neces-
sarily capture the real experiences on 
the ground. After reforms are initiat-
ed to ease the business environment, 
the main task of  implementation be-
gins where the real problems emerge. 
For instance, the World Bank ap-
plauded India’s efforts at increasing 
access to credit with the adoption of  
a new insolvency and bankruptcy 
code. However, the parameters fail 
to recognise the problem that India 
is going through one of  its slowest 
phases of  credit growth and that 
banks are wary of  lending so easily.

Moreover, a lot more parameters, 
apart from the ones considered in 
the Doing Business rankings, need 
to be considered to understand the 
business environment in India. The 
country’s dismal performance in 
the Heritage Foundation’s Index of  

Economic Freedom (in which it is 
ranked 143, below most of  its South 
Asian neighbours) and Transpar-
ency International’s Corruption Per-
ception Index (ranked 79th), reflect 
the areas that the country still needs 
to improve upon to better the busi-
ness environment.

Therefore, the chest-thumping 
around the Doing Business ranking 
improvements needs to be seen in 
conjunction with these factors and 
worked upon to ease the problems 
faced by common businessmen. A 
premature celebration can be coun-
ter-productive.

(Amit Kapoor is chair, Institute 
for Competitiveness, India. The 

views expressed are personal. 
He can be contacted at amit.

kapoor@competitiveness.in and 
tweets@kautiliya. Chirag Yadav, 

senior researcher, Institute for 
Competitiveness, India has contributed 

to the article)

Millions of  people are victims 
of  continued discrimination, 
exclusion and persecution, 
says UN refugee agency’s new 

report, calling  for “immediate action” to 
secure equal nationality rights for all.

Rome: Here’s another ‘unseen’ stark 
reality – that of  millions of  people around 
the world who are deprived of  their iden-
tity, living without nationality. Their total 
number is by definition unknown and their 
only ‘sin” is that they belong to an ethnic, 
religious or linguistic minority in the coun-
try where they have often lived for genera-
tions.

These millions of  human beings are 
victims of  continued discrimination, exclu-
sion and persecution, states a UN refugee 
agency’s new report, calling for “immediate 
action” to secure equal nationality rights 
for all.

“Stateless people are just seeking the 
same basic rights that all citizens enjoy. But 
stateless minorities, like the Rohingya, of-
ten suffer from entrenched discrimination 
and a systematic denial of  their rights,” 
said UN High Commissioner for Refugees 
Filippo Grandi on the launch of  the report, 
This Is Our Home: Stateless minorities and 
their search for citizenship in the beginning 
of  November.

This report explains the circumstances 
that have led to them not being recognised 
as citizens, drawing on discussions with 
four stateless or formerly stateless minor-
ity groups. The findings in this report un-
derscore the critical need for minorities to 

enjoy the right to nationality. Grandi says:
Imagine being told you don’t belong be-

cause of  the language you speak, the faith 
you follow, the customs you practice or the 
colour of  your skin. This is the stark reality 
for many of  the world’s stateless. Discrimi-
nation, which can be the root cause of  their 
lack of  nationality, pervades their everyday 
lives – often with crippling effects.

The report notes that more than 75% of  
the world’s known stateless populations be-
long to minority groups.

Left unaddressed, their protracted mar-
ginalisation can build resentment, increase 
fear and, in the most extreme cases, lead to 
instability, insecurity and displacement.
Even before the ongoing Rohingya crisis
Based on research prior to late August 
when hundreds of  thousands of  Rohingya 
– the world’s “biggest stateless minority” 
– began fleeing Myanmar to Bangladesh, 
the report reminds that their situation is 
nonetheless illustrative of  the problems 
that years of  discrimination, protracted 
exclusion and their impact on citizenship 
status can lead to.

“In recent years, important steps have 
been taken to address statelessness world-
wide. However new challenges, like grow-
ing forced displacement and arbitrary depri-
vation of  nationality, threaten this progress. 
States must act now and they must act deci-
sively to end statelessness,” Grandi stressed.

The report shows that, for many mi-
nority groups, the cause of  statelessness is 
difference itself: their histories, their looks, 
their language, and their faith.

At the same time, statelessness often 
exacerbates the exclusion that minority 
groups face, profoundly affecting all aspects 

of  their life – from freedom of  movement 
to development opportunities, and from ac-
cess to services to the right to vote.
What statelessness is all about
According to the UN, statelessness can ex-
acerbate the exclusion that minorities al-
ready face, further limiting their access to 
education, healthcare, legal employment, 
freedom of  movement, development oppor-
tunities and the right to vote.

“It creates a chasm between affected 
groups and the wider community, deepen-
ing their sense of  being outsiders: of  never 
belonging.”

In May and June 2017, UNHCR spoke 
with more than 120 individuals who belong 
to stateless or formerly stateless minority 
groups in three countries: the Karana of  
Madagascar, Roma and other ethnic mi-
norities in the former Yugoslav Republic of  
Macedonia, and the Pemba and Makonde 
of  Kenya. These are the key findings of  
UNHCR’s consultations:
Discrimination, lack of  documentation
Discrimination and exclusion of  ethnic, re-
ligious or linguistic minority groups often 
lie at the heart of  their statelessness, adds 
UNHCR. At the same time, their stateless-
ness can lead to further discrimination, both 
in practice and in law: at least 20 countries 
maintain nationality laws in which nation-
ality can be denied or deprived in a discrim-
inatory manner.

Discrimination against the stateless 
minorities consulted manifests itself  most 
clearly in their attempts to access documen-
tation needed to prove their nationality or 
their entitlement to nationalities, such as a 
national ID card or a birth certificate.

Lack of  such documentary proof  can 
result in a vicious circle, where authorities 
refuse to recognise an otherwise valid claim 
to nationality.

“The authorities told me that I had to 
go to Kosovo to get a certificate that I was 
not a citizen of  Kosovo. But how could I 
travel there without documents?” asks Sutki 
Sokolovski, a 28-year-old ethnic Albanian 
man. His mother, who abandoned him as a 
child was from Kosovo, but he was born in 
the former Yugoslav Republic of  Macedo-
nia and has lived there his entire life.
Poverty
The UN body explains that because of  their 
statelessness and lack of  documentation, 
the groups consulted are typically excluded 
from accessing legal or sustainable employ-
ment or obtaining the kinds of  loans or li-
censes that would allow them to make a de-
cent living. This marginalisation can make 
it difficult for stateless minorities to escape 
an on-going cycle of  poverty.

Examples among other testimonies in-
cluded: “The biggest problem is the pov-
erty caused by my statelessness. A stateless 
person cannot own property. I feel belittled 
and disgraced by the situation that I am in,” 
notes Shaame Hamisi, 55 from the stateless 
Pemba community in Kenya.
Fear
All the groups consulted spoke of  their fear 
for their physical safety and security on ac-
count of  being stateless. Being criminalised 
for a situation that they are unable to rem-
edy has left psychological scars and a sense 
of  vulnerability among many.

“They [police] know what we do, where 
we go. They ask for our IDs, when we say 

we don’t have any, we are arrested and beat-
en,” says Ajnur Demir, 26, from the Roma 
community from the former Yugoslav Re-
public of  Macedonia.
Stateless children
On this, a November 3, 2015 UN report – 
I am Here, I Belong: The Urgent Need to 
End Childhood Statelessness – had already 
warned in a report that stateless children 
across the world share the same feelings of  
discrimination, frustration and despair.

According to that report, urgent ac-
tion is needed before statelessness “sets in 
stone” problems haunting their childhood.

“In the short time that children get to 
be children, statelessness can set in stone 
grave problems that will haunt them 
throughout their childhoods and sentence 
them to a life of  discrimination, frustration 
and despair,” said the by then the UN High 
Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR) 
António Guterres and now UN Secretary 
General, adding that no child should be 
stateless.

“Stateless young people are often denied 
the opportunity to receive school qualifica-
tions, go to university and find a decent job. 
They face discrimination and harassment 
by authorities and are more vulnerable to 
exploitation. Their lack of  nationality often 
sentences them and their families and com-
munities to remain impoverished and mar-
ginalised for generations.”

What future for them, and for the 
humankind?

(Baher Kamal is Senior Advisor to IPS 
Director General on Africa & the Middle 

East. He is a journalist with over 43 years of  
experience.)
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NEWS IN BRIEF
Cabinet nod to new Pay 
Commission for lower judiciary
New Delhi, Nov. 10 (IANS): The Union Cabinet chaired 
by Prime Minister Narendra Modi on Friday approved 
the appointment of  a Second National Judicial Pay 
Commission for the subordinate judiciary. Headed by 
former Supreme Court judge J.P. Venkatrama Reddi, the 
Commission aims at making the pay scales and conditions 
of  service of  judicial officers uniform throughout the 
country, and is expected to make its recommendations to 
the state governments in 18 months time. 

Police vehicle attacked on  
Jammu-Srinagar highway
Srinagar, Nov. 10 (IANS): Militants fired at a police 
vehicle on the Jammu-Srinagar highway on Friday, police 
said adding that no damage was, however, done in the 
attack. The incident occurred in the Qazigund area, a 
police officer said. The area has been cordoned off for 
searches. In another incident, guards at the district police 
lines in Pulwama fired a few rounds after they noticed 
suspicious movement. In August, militants had attacked 
the Pulwama police lines killing eight security personnel. 
Three militants were also killed in a gunfight then.

Lalu names Tejashwi as RJD’s 
next CM candidate
Patna, Nov. 10 (IANS): Ending speculation, RJD chief  
Lalu Prasad on Friday said his son Tejashwi Yadav will 
lead the party in the next Bihar Assembly polls. He will 
also be the Rashtriya Janata Dal’s Chief  Ministerial 
candidate. “RJD will contest the 2020 Assembly polls 
under Tejashwi’s leadership. He will be our Chief  
Ministerial candidate,” Lalu Prasad told the media here.
He spoke after senior RJD leaders Abdul Bari Sidddiqui 
and Raghuvansh Prasad Singh reportedly said there was 
no clarity yet on the next Chief Ministerial candidate of  
the party.

Constitution bench to hear  
ex-judge’s role in medical scam
New Delhi, Nov. 10 (IANS): The Supreme Court on 
Friday set up a five-judge constitution bench to hear a 
plea seeking a Special Investigation Team (SIT) to probe 
the role of a former Orissa High Court judge in a medical 
admission scam. The decision by the top court came 
in response to the plea by the Campaign for Judicial 
Accountability and Reforms that had sought setting up of  
a SIT to probe the role of judge I.M. Quddusi in enabling 
private medical colleges to admit students to MBBS 
courses despite the Supreme Court barring the institutes 
from doing so. The judge was arrested in September and 
is lodged in Tihar Jail here.

Students make human chain in UP 
against plastic use
Lucknow, Nov. 10 (IANS): Over 10,000 students from 
various educational institutions formed a human chain in 
Uttar Pradesh’s Vrindavan on Friday to express solidarity 
with the ban on polythene use and to make people aware 
of its negative effects on the environment. The human 
chain was 10.5 km long and was made at Parikrama 
Marg in the holy town which draws millions of Krishna 
devotees every year. State Principal Secretary (Tourism) 
Avaneesh Kumar Awasthi told IANS that this was an 
effort to “sensitise people through the young generation to 
conserve nature and also keep the religious places clean”.
A total of 10,700 students from 32 educational institutions 
took part in the event. 

Demonetisation has failed, says 
Yashwant Sinha
Patna, Nov. 10 (IANS): Senior BJP leader Yashwant 
Sinha on Friday rubbished Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi’s claim that demonetisation was successful, saying 
that the exercise had actually failed. “Notebandi has failed 
as its objective was not fulfilled. There is no black money 
return,” Sinha said, adding that 99 per cent of the currency 
had returned. “But as usual the Central government has 
been taking help of lies to prove that it was a success,” 
he said at a function here organised by rebel Janata Dal-
United leader Uday Narayan Choudhary. 

Law student shot dead in Delhi
New Delhi, Nov. 10 (IANS): A 24-year-old law student 
was shot dead here by an unidentified bike-borne 
assailant after a scuffle, police said on Friday. Police said 
the incident took place on late Thursday night when the 
deceased, Ashish Bhardwaj, a final year law student of a 
Gurugram-based private college, was walking along with 
his friends, near their residence in Nala Road in Burari. 
“The biker intervened and abused them for walking so late 
in the night which led to an altercation. They indulged in a 
scuffle and Bhardwaj’s friends Anup and Himanshu tried 
to overpower the accused. 

Contract killer, two others held in Delhi
New Delhi, Nov. 10 (IANS): A contract killer and two 
of his aides, who planned to kill a businessman here, have 
been arrested, a police officer said on Friday. Police said, 
Lokesh Chauhan, 21, a contract killer and his associates 
Jai Singh, 25, and Dharampal, 27, wanted to kill a 
businessman in Dwarka.  They were arrested on Thursday 
following a tip off, when Chauhan and Singh came to 
meet Dharampal at Vardhaman Plaza in Matiala. Police 
said Dharampal is the son of a retired defence officer.

India, Pakistan agree on peaceful 
borders, more border guard meets

Post-Doklam, India, Bhutan 
talk development cooperation

Government deplores UN rapporteur’s 
remarks on Gandhi, human rights

PM’s economic panel to link 
growth with social aspects

CBI gets 15-day to get sanction 
to prosecute public servants

New Delhi, Nov. 10 (IANS): India 
and Pakistan on Friday agreed on 
“constant endeavour” to maintain 
peace on borders, “utmost caution 
and care” in dealing with civilians as 
well as resuming commandant-level 
talks to resolve local issues during 
the bi-annual talks between chiefs of  
their border guarding forces.

The three-day 44th Director 
General-level meeting of  the Bor-
der Security Force (BSF) and the 
Pakistan Rangers, which began on 
November 8 and ended on Friday, 
also saw both sides agreeing on more 
frequent meeting between field com-
manders. 

The border guarding forces have 
decided to initiate dialogue at the 

local level, a practice suspended one 
and a half years ago. Both the forces 
have agreed to the proposal and the 
meetings would be held at regular 
intervals. 

It was also decided that the 
next round of talks will be held in 
Pakistan.

“The talks were held in a con-
structive atmosphere. The need for 
cooperation to maintain the sanctity 
of  the borders was stressed upon. 
The talks ended with both sides 
agreeing on constant endeavour 
to maintain peaceful and tranquil 
borders,” a BSF official told IANS.

“It was agreed upon in delibera-
tions that utmost caution and care 
should be exercised in dealing with 

the civilians. The need for timely 
exchange of information at the field 
level with increased frequency of  
field commanders-level meetings 
and simultaneous coordinated pa-
trolling were also discussed.”

A BSF statement said that the 
Indian side firmly and strongly took 
up specific issues of concern includ-
ing incidents of unprovoked cross-
border firing, smuggling of narcotics, 
infiltration attempts, tunnelling and 
defence construction activities.

“The issue of inadvertent cross-
ing over by the border population 
and ways to facilitate their return on 
both the sides was also discussed,” it 
said. The 23-member Indian delega-
tion was headed by Director General 

Border Security Force K.K. Sharma, 
and the 19-member Pakistan Rang-
ers delegation was led by its Director 
General, Sindh, Maj. Gen. Muham-
mad Saeed. 

Both the delegations also had 
representatives from respective 
Home and Foreign Ministries along 
with officers from narcotics control 
and survey departments. 

The DG-level talks process be-
tween the BSF and Pakistan Rang-
ers, aimed at reviewing the imple-
mentation of the agreed norms of  
cooperation between the two border 
guarding forces, was started after a 
decision taken in a Home Secretary-
level meeting in Islamabad in May 
1989. 

New Delhi ,  Nov.  10 
(IANS): Months after In-
dian and Chinese troops 
disengaged after a standoff  
situation on the Doklam 
plateau of  Bhutan, India 
and the Himalayan kingdom 
on Friday held the annual 
bilateral development coop-
eration talks here.

Terming the talks an im-
portant bilateral mechanism 
to review the entire gamut of  
India’s development partner-
ship with Bhutan, the Exter-
nal Affairs Ministry said in 
a statement that India has 
committed assistance of Rs 
4,500 crore for implementa-
tion of development projects 
during Bhutan’s 11th Five 
Year Plan that ends next 
year. 

The Indian delegation 
in the talks was led by Vijay 
Gokhale, Secretary, Eco-
nomic Relations, in the Min-
istry of  External Affairs, 
while the Bhutanese delega-
tion was led by the country’s 
Foreign Secretary Dasho 
Sonam Tshong.

There are a number of  
institutional mechanisms 
between India and Bhutan in 
areas such as security, border 

management, trade, transit, 
economic, hydro-power, de-
velopment cooperation and 
water resources. 

India is Bhutan’s largest 
trading partner. In 2016, 
bilateral trade stood at Rs 
8,723 crore with total im-
ports being Rs 5,528.5 crore 
(82 per cent of  Bhutan’s 
total imports) and exports 
recorded at Rs 3,205.2 crore 
including electricity (90 per 
cent of  Bhutan’s total ex-
ports).

India has set up three 
hydroelectric projects in 
Bhutan totalling 1,416 MW, 
which are operational and 
exporting surplus power - 
amounting as much as three-
fourths - to India. 

According to Friday’s 
External Affairs Ministry 
statement, the Bhutanese 
side conveyed appreciation 
of  for the “invaluable sup-
port” from India for their so-
cio-economic development 
priorities, and for timely 
disbursement of  funds for 
ongoing projects.

“The two sides also initi-
ated discussions on Govern-
ment of  India’s assistance 
to the 12th Five Year Plan 

(2018-2023) of  the Royal 
Government of  Bhutan,” 
the statement said. Friday’s 
talks come close on the heels 
of the Bhutanese royal fam-
ily’s goodwill visit to India 
earlier this month.

President Ram Nath 
Kovind deeply appreciated 
Bhutan King Jigme Khesar 
Namgyel Wangchuck’s role 
in resolving the standoff  
when the King, accompa-
nied by Queen Jetsun Pema 
Wangchuk and Prince Jigme 
Namgyal Wangchuk, called 
on him at Rashtrapati Bha-
van here on November 1.

Indian and Chinese 
troops were locked in an 
over two-month-long stand-
off at the Doklam plateau.

The crisis, which erupted 
in June over Chinese moves 
to build a road in an area 
claimed by Bhutan, ended in 
August, with both sides de-
ciding to “disengage” from 
the face-off point. 

While India and Bhu-
tan said that Beijing’s move 
violated the status quo in the 
India-Bhutan-China inter-
national trijunction, China 
claimed that it was its ter-
ritory.

New Delhi, Nov. 10 (IANS): The govern-
ment on Friday deplored the comments 
by Leo Heller, the United Nations Special 
Rapporteur (UNSR) on human rights to 
safe drinking water and sanitation, about 
Mahatma Gandhi’s glasses, which is also 
the logo of the Swachh Bharat Mission, 
and said he had shown “serious insensi-
tivity”.

In a hard-hitting statement, the govern-
ment said the UNSR’s “rambling report” 
on human rights and water supply and 
sanitation in India had “biases”, “inaccu-
racies” and he had made “sweeping judge-
ments which were factually incorrect”.

It said the UNSR had looked at the 
Swachh Bharat Mission with “a tinted 
lens”.

Swacch Bharat Mission (SBM), a 
flagship programme of the BJP-led gov-
ernment, was launched by Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi on October 2, 2014. 

Rejecting Heller’s “mostly baseless 
assertions”, the government said SBM 
and the rural and urban drinking water 
programmes fully conform to the Human 
Rights Criteria and Principles as estab-
lished by the United Nations system. 

“The Government has the highest 
commitment to human rights in general 
and particularly in the water supply and 
sanitation sectors and strongly rejects the 
claims in the UNSR’s report and press 
statements,” the statement issued by the 
Ministry of Drinking Water and Sanita-
tion said. 

“The government has deplored the 
serious insensitivity towards the Father 
of our Nation shown by Leo Heller, the 
United Nations Special Rapporteur on 
human rights to safe drinking water and 
sanitation,” the statement said. 

It said Heller, in a press release on 

Friday had said: “Now is a critical time to 
replace the lens of those glasses (Gandhi’s 
glasses) with the human rights lens.” 

The government said that the world 
knows that Mahatma Gandhi was the 
foremost proponent of  human rights, 
including for sanitation, which was his 
unique and special focus. 

“Gandhiji’s glasses, the unique logo 
of the Swachh Bharat Mission, epitomise 
core human rights principles,” it said. 

The release said that UNSR on human 
rights to safe drinking water and sanitation 
undertook a visit to India from October 27 
to November 10, 2017. 

“While, the UNSR appears to com-
pliment India’s efforts in recent years in 
addressing gaps in water and sanitation 
services through an `unprecedented com-
mitment, he goes on to make sweeping 
judgements which are either factually in-
correct, based on incomplete information, 
or grossly misrepresent the drinking water 
and sanitation situation on the ground,” 
the statement said. 

“Admitting that `two weeks is not 
sufficient to fully understand all aspects 
of the situation of human rights to water 
and sanitation in a country as big, diverse 
and complex in India’, he (Keller) still goes 
ahead to make the unsubstantiated allega-
tion that human rights principles have not 
been properly addressed in India’s water 
and sanitation programmes,” it added. 

The statement referred to “incomplete 
understanding of water and sanitation in 
India,” and said the UNSR has “failed 
to acknowledge the paradigm shift in na-
tional sanitation policy which has moved 
from construction of toilets to open defeca-
tion free communities and (he) seems to be 
looking at the SBM from a tinted lens.”

The government said Keller also at-

tempts to question the findings of a third 
party - a national survey by the Quality 
Council of India - that usage of toilets was 
above 91 per cent and had “misleadingly” 
compared it with a survey of only 1,024 
households by Water Aid which focused 
on toilet technology and not on usage.

It denied the UNSR’s allegations, 
citing a report by a private organisation, 
about the lack of  toilets in government 
schools.

The statement said an unprecedented 
programme to ensure separate toilets for 
boys and girls in every school was success-
fully implemented between August 2014 
and August 2015.

On UNSR’s claims about “inadequate 
attention and funds for water supply,” the 
statement said Rs 1,20,000 crore has been 
invested by the Centre and states into rural 
drinking water since the launch of the Na-
tional Rural Drinking Water Programme 
(NRDWP) in 2009. It said Rs 40,000 crore 
has been invested by the Central govern-
ment on urban water supply since 2005. 

It said an additional Rs 40,000 crore 
was devolved every year to rural local 
bodies and most states have invested heav-
ily on drinking water both for rural and 
urban sectors. 

“The above are only a few examples 
of the inaccuracies, sweeping generalisa-
tions and biases revealed in the UNSR’s 
rambling report (often confusing between 
rural and urban).”

It said the report has been produced 
after only a two week visit with “fleeting 
trips” to a few states. 

The government also listed the 
achievements under SBM, including 
in districts getting open defecation free 
(ODF) status and also under drinking 
water programmes.

New Delhi, Nov. 10 (IANS): The Economic Ad-
visory Council to the Prime Minister (EAC-PM) 
on Friday stressed the need for linking economic 
growth indicators with social indicators and said it 
was evolving the design of a new “economy track-
ing monitor” to do that.

The Council also laid out a road map for step-
ping up job creation, skill development and recom-
mended enhanced resource investment in social 
sectors including health and education. It also 
made a case for boosting infrastructure financing.

The recommendations came during the second 
meeting of the Council chaired by NITI Aayog 
Member Bibek Debroy.

“The council is evolving the design of a new 
‘economy tracking monitor’ which would link 
economic growth indicators with social indicators 
for last mile connectivity,” a statement issued after 
the meeting said.

During the meeting, the advisory body took 
stock of the economic and social analysis done by 
the theme groups and identified key issues, strate-
gies and recommended interventions in respect of  
those themes, the statement said.

“It formulated far-reaching recommendations 
to guide the evolving framework for the Fifteenth 
Finance Commission, including the incentivisation 
of states for achieving health, education and social 
inclusion outcomes,” it said. 

Improvements needed in National Accounts 
and innovative steps for unlocking growth, exports 
and employment potential were also deliberated 
upon -- including through transformation of India’s 
Gold Market.

The meeting was attended by EAC-PM Chair-
man Bibek Debroy and members including econo-
mists Surjit Bhalla, Rathin Roy, Ashima Goyal, 
Shamika Ravi and Member Secretary Ratan P. 
Watal. 

During the meeting, Debroy underlined the 
need for infrastructure financing to be accorded 
high priority, with new mechanisms for a risk cov-
erage umbrella. 

New Delhi, Nov. 10 (PTI): The CBI was 
today granted 15 days by a special court 
to obtain sanction to prosecute two public 
servants in a graft case involving Delhi Chief  
Minister Arvind Kejriwal’s former principal 
secretary Rajendra Kumar.

Special Judge Arvind Kumar fixed the 
matter for August 29 after the CBI said it 
needed more time as the sanction related 
to the two public servants was still awaited.

The sanctions were awaited for R S 
Kaushik and G K Nanda, the current and 
former managing directors (MDs) of Intel-
ligent Communication System India Limited 
(ICSIL), a PSU.

The CBI had earlier filed a charge sheet 
against the 1989-batch IAS officer for alleged 
offences of criminal conspiracy, cheating and 

forgery under the Indian Penal Code besides 
provisions of the Prevention of Corruption 
Act. Eight others and a company, Endeavour 
Systems Private Limited (ESPL), were also 
listed in the document. Besides Rajendra 
Kumar, Kaushik and Nanda, the list also 
includes Tarun Sharma, former deputy 
secretary in Kejriwal’s office, Kumar’s close 
aide Ashok Kumar and ESPL co-owner 
Sandeep Kumar. The CBI alleged in the FIR 
that the accused had entered into a criminal 
conspiracy and caused losses of Rs 12 crore 
to the Delhi government in the award of con-
tracts between 2007 and 2015.  The CBI had 
registered the case alleging that Kumar had 
abused his official position by “favouring a 
particular firm in the last few years in getting 
tenders of Delhi government departments”.

Delhi Pollution

PTI

A man covers his nose with a handkerchief to protect himself from heavy smog and air pollu on while 
cycling on the road near India Gate, in New Delhi on Friday.

No odd-even unless you 
justify its necessity, says NGT
New Delhi, Nov. 10 (PTI): Uncertainty 
prevailed over the implementation of the 
odd-even car rationing scheme as the Na-
tional Green Tribunal today questioned the 
rationale behind Delhi government’s deci-
sion to roll it out for five days next week, 
saying the scheme “cannot be imposed 
like this”.

The NGT questioned the basis for the 
AAP government’s decision pointing out 
that the Central Pollution Control Board 
(CPCB) and Delhi Pollution Control Com-
mittee (DPCC) have found that the levels 
of  PM10 and PM2.5 were cumulatively 
higher when the scheme was implemented 
twice earlier.

“Odd-Even formula can’t be imposed 
like this. You can’t have a shock treatment 
like this. By this scheme, you are only en-
couraging people to buy more vehicles and 
allowing more inter-state traffic. We will 
not allow odd-even vehicle rationalisation 
scheme until you prove that it’s not counter- 
productive,” the bench said.

The NGT termed the plan a “farce” 
and asked the Delhi government to give an 
undertaking that it will roll out the scheme 
only when the particulate matter (PM) 2.5 
was over 300.

“You are getting the tag of the worst 
capital in the world. The SC and NGT have 
suggested 100 measures to curb pollution, 
but you always opt for odd-even. Nothing 
has been done by the Delhi government in 
the past one year,” a bench headed by NGT 
Chairperson Justice Swatanter Kumar said.

It also quizzed the city government 
over its decision to introduce 500 buses 
during the odd-even week and directed it 
to clearly state how many of these vehicles 
ran on diesel.

The prevailing level of  PM2.5 in the 
capital was hovering around 433 micro-
grammes per cubic metre, while PM10 
stood at around 617, as per the latest CPCB 
data.

The bench also directed the city gov-
ernment to submit the comparative ratio 
of  emission caused by diesel and petrol 
vehicles and asked it to clearly enumerate 
the contribution of  small petrol cars in 
pollution.

It also questioned the justification of  
exempting two- wheelers and women driv-
ers during the odd-even scheme despite 
knowing that two-wheelers caused 46 per 
cent pollution, as per an IIT Kanpur report.

“We don’t want to stop your program-
mme. It is indeed a laudable project taken 

in the interest of the environment.
But the manner in which it is being im-

plemented is unscientific and inefficient,” 
it said.

Following a plea by the AAP govern-
ment, the green panel however allowed the 
industries engaged in essential services to 
operate in the Delhi-NCR on the condi-
tion that they would not pollute and cause 
emissions.

The hearing remained inconclusive and 
will continue tomorrow.

During the hearing, the Delhi govern-
ment counsel told the bench that they 
were introducing the odd-even scheme in 
pursuance to the directions of  the apex 
court-appointed EPCA.

But the tribunal rapped him over this 
submission and said the Environment 
Pollution Control Authority (EPCA) had 
issued several suggestions and odd-even 
scheme was just one of them.

“The Supreme Court has never said 
that you implement the odd-even scheme. 
It was only one of  the directions given 
by EPCA. You have not followed 99 
directions and introduced the odd-even 
scheme and treating it as a picnic,” the 
bench said.

“If  the recommendation of  Graded 
Response Action Plan were being followed 
(which requires that upon the parameter 
reaching 500 for PM10 and 300 for PM2.5 
odd-even will be implemented), which were 
the days in the last three months when the 
pollution levels were found to be below 
the said limit and odd-even was not imple-
mented,” the bench asked.

The panel directed the Delhi govern-
ment to be ready with all the answers and 
said it would hear the matter tomorrow, 
which is normally a holiday for NGT.

The AAP government had yesterday 
announced introduction of the odd-even 
scheme as part of a Graded Response Plan 
to tackle the alarming pollution levels in 
the capital.

The city has been experiencing ‘severe’ 
air quality and has been reeling under a 
blanket of  thick haze, as pollution levels 
breached permissible standards by multiple 
times. 

With deadly smog blanketing Delhi 
and the neighbouring states, the NGT 
had yesterday banned construction and 
industrial activities and entry of  trucks. 
The CPCB has recorded ‘severe’ air qual-
ity, meaning that the intensity of pollution 
was extreme.
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SC refuses plea to ban release of ‘Padmavati’
The Supreme Court on Friday refused a plea seeking to ban the release of Sanjay Leela 
Bhansali’s controversial “Padmavati” epic drama featuring Deepika Padukone as a 
Rajput queen. The court said it could not intervene since the Central Board of Film 
Certification (CBFC) was yet to decide about its certification. The film, which also 
stars Shahid Kapoor as Rawal Ratan Singh and Ranveer Singh as invader Alauddin 
Khilji, is set for release on December 1. The movie has been a subject of many con-
troversies. Some Hindu groups and political parties, including the Congress and the 
BJP, claim that the film distorts history and wrongly portrays Padmavati, a contention 
Bhansali has rebuffed.
IANS

TICKET RATES
Silver Rs. 80
Gold Rs. 150

HILL STAR 
Movie Schedule

Hill Star is thrilled to announce its valued HillStarCinema fans that the 
hall is now live at BookMyShowIN You can now BUY tickets online! 

10 am, 5.30 pm: Thor 
Ragnarok

12.30, 8 pm: Qarib Qarib 
single

3 pm: Shadi: Mein 
Zaror Aana

Disney announces new ‘Star Wars’ trilogy

Nicki Minaj’s brother found 
guilty of raping stepdaughter

Taylor Swift’s ‘Reputation’ 
leaked online

“Newton”, “Jolly LLB 2” among 

‘The House Next Door’: 

It’s India calling for 
Elizabeth Hurley again

D
isney on Thursday an-
nounced plans for a new 
“Star Wars” trilogy as it 
builds on the beloved and 
profitable science fiction 

film franchise.
“We have big ambitions for the ‘Star 

Wars’ franchise,” Disney chief executive 
Robert Iger said during a quarterly earn-
ings call.

Disney just closed a deal with Rian 
Johnson, director of upcoming film “The 
Last Jedi,” to develop a brand new trilogy, 
according to Iger.

The Star Wars franchise has been 
“exceeding expectations” since Disney 
acquired LucasFilm five years ago, ac-
cording to Iger.

Disney plans to launch “Star Wars” 
feature films in a new direct-to-consumer 
pay service that will offer “thousands of  
hours” of film and television content, he 
said.

Disney touted the box office suc-
cess of two new “Star Wars” films and 
expressed confidence that “The Last 
Jedi,” set to debut in theaters next month, 
would be a hit.

“The excitement will only intensify as 
we get closer to the release date,” Iger said 
of the coming instalment.

- Going ‘Solo’ -
Production recently wrapped on a film 
based on the story of a “Han Solo” char-
acter, who was played by actor Harrison 
Ford in the original trilogy as well as in 
2015’s “The Force Awakens,” according 
to Disney executives.

“Solo” is the second movie of a 
saga that unfolds on the sidelines of the 
adventures of the Skywalker family, the 
primary protagonists of the Star Wars 
universe. The first was “Rogue One,” 
which came out in 2016 and raked in 
more than $1 billion at the box office.

“We’ve got more great ‘Star Wars’ 
movies already planned for years to come 
in addition to the 2019 release of Episode 
IX,” Iger said, referring to the film that 
will follow “The Last Jedi.”

“Star Wars” has grown into the most 
lucrative and influential movie franchise 
of all time since the original film was 
released in 1977. It has become ingrained 
in a geek culture that gave rise to Silicon 
Valley and disruptive technologies.

Californian filmmaker George Lucas 
was 33 years old when he prepared to 
release his third feature -- a far-fetched, 
slightly corny intergalactic saga of good 
and evil starring a sulky farm boy with 

daddy issues.
“I’m running out of hyperbolic 

adjectives to describe the power of ‘Star 
Wars,’ but that’s because it is the ultimate 
standard-bearer,” Shawn Robbins, chief  
analyst for BoxOffice.com, told AFP in 
an earlier interview marking the 40th an-
niversary of the original film.

“Four decades of record-breaking, 
genre-defining entertainment across film, 
television, video games, toys, books and 
everything else the brand has touched 
simply speaks for itself.”

- The Force is strong -
Lucasfilm debuted its highly-anticipated 
second trailer for “Star Wars: The Last 
Jedi” last month, hinting at dark times 
ahead for the Resistance and possibly 
even the end of Leia Organa, one of the 
main characters in the first three films 
who returned along with Han Solo in 
“The Force Awakens.”

The clip for the eighth installment 
in the blockbuster space opera, due for 
release on December 15, followed a 
trailer released in April which teased 
Luke Skywalker, the star of the original 
trilogy, teaching newcomer Rey the ways 
of the Force.

This time around more plot was 

unveiled, with Luke telling Rey he’d only 
seen power like hers once before -- and 
while it didn’t scare him enough then, it 
does now. Fans speculated on social media 
that he could be talking about his nephew 
and Rey’s nemesis Kylo Ren, who is seen 
in a TIE fighter with his mother General 
Leia Organa in his sights, his eyes welling 
up as he prepares to open fire.

Carrie Fisher -- who has played the 
character since she was known simply as 
Princess Leia in the original 1977-83 tril-
ogy -- died in December, having already 
wrapped her scenes for “The Last Jedi.” 

“The Last Jedi” -- filmed on the west 
coast of Ireland and at Pinewood Studios 
near London -- sees the return of the 
characters introduced in 2015’s seventh 
installment.

AFP

R
apper Nicki Mi-
naj’s brother Jelani 
Maraj has been 
convicted of rap-
ing his stepdaugh-

ter when she was 11 years old.
Maraj was found guilty by 

a jury here on Thursday after a 
three-week trial with a shock-
ing testimony from the victim 
about the abuse and more than 
two days of jury deliberation, 
reports aceshowbiz.com.

Jelani didn’t show any 
emotion when the verdict was 
announced. He was indicted 
on predatory sexual assault 
against a child and endanger-
ing the welfare of a child. He 
faces 15 years to life in prison. 

Jelani was arrested on 
December 1, 2015 on allega-
tions that he repeatedly abused 
his stepdaughter who was only 
11 then. He first attacked her in 
April 2015, four months before 
he married the girl’s mother in 
a $30,000 wedding which was 
paid for by Minaj. 

According to reports, he 
raped the young girl four times 
a week and sometimes twice a 
day when they were alone at 
home. 

The girl, now 14, testi-
fied that he also forced her to 
do anal sex, slapped her and 
warned her not to tell anyone. 
He was exposed after the girl’s 
younger brother caught him 

red-handed. 
Minaj, 

who 
posted 
her 
brother’s 

$100,000 
bail back 
in 2015, 
did not 
testify during 
the trial despite 
reports suggesting 
otherwise. She also kept mum 
on her brother’s conviction. 

IANS

T
he songs of Taylor Swifts “Reputation” 
were leaked online a day prior to the 
albums original release on Friday.

Links to the songs were shared 
on multiple file-sharing websites and 

message but they were soon taken down, reports 
aceshowbiz.com. Swift’s fans were furious about the 
leak over social media. 

“Please delete it. Taylor worked hard for it. If  
you are really a fan, you should respect her decision 
and never do anything to disappoint her,” one fan 
wrote.

Another tweeted: “If you want to listen to the 
leak ahead of time that’s personal and that’s on you, 
but as a fan you should know that Taylor wants this 
to be a secret until literally midnight. You’re betray-
ing her trust...” 

IANS

I
ndia’s official entry for 
the Oscars, “Newton”, 
and the highest grosser 
till date in the country, 
“Baahubali 2: The 

Conclusion”, are among 
the 26 films selected for the 
Indian Panorama Section of  
the 48th International Film 
Festival of India (IFFI).

“Pihu”, directed by Vinod 
Kapri, will open the feature 
film category of the Indian 
Panorama Section at the 
festival, where Rima Das’s 
Assamese film “Village Rock-
star” will also be screened, an 
official release said.

The festival, which takes 
place in Goa every year, will 
run from November 20 to 28.

Among the films to be 
screened will be Amshan 
Kumar directed “Manusan-
gada” (Tamil), Nila Madhab 
Panda’s “Kadvi Hawa” 
(Hindi) and Akshay Kumar 
starrer “Jolly LLB 2” (Hindi).

Marathi film “Kaasav”, 
which won the Best Feature 
Film Award at the 64th 
National Film Awards, was 
given a direct entry into the 
list, it said.

The jury for the feature 
films category was headed 

by director Sujoy Ghosh. It 
previewed a total 153 entries.

A total of 16 films, 
including “Fireflies in the 
Abyss”, which won the 
Best Non-Feature Film 
Award this year, figure in the 
non-feature film category. 
Among the other films are 
“Chutney” (Hindi), “Palash” 
(Bengali), “The Waterfall” 
(English), “Baluta” (Marathi) 
and “Khidkee” (Marathi).

Director Sudhir Mishra 
headed the jury for the non- 
feature film category, which 
previewed 154 entries.

PTI

B
ased on a true story, 
director Milind Rau’s 
horror film is produced 
in three languages: 
Tamil, Hindi and Telu-

gu. Its Hindi version is titled “The 
House Next Door”. In Tamil, it is 
called “Aval”, meaning “she” and 
its Telugu edition is called “Gru-
ham”, meaning “home”.

The narrative begins with 
black and white frames, telling 
us of a Chinese mother-daughter 
relationship and a fair warning, 
“Look carefully my child, the 
truth is in front of you, always.”

The prologue then crassly 
merges into the setting at Rosina 
Valley at the foothills of the 
Himalayas in January 2016. 
Interspersed with hot steamy 
scenes, the narrative gives us a 
peek into the private lives of a bril-
liant “Deep Brain Specialist” Dr. 
Krishnakant who is fondly called 
Krish, and his wife Lakshmi.

Their peace is interrupted, 
when the D’Costas come to live 
in the unoccupied house next 
door. The family consists of Paul, 
his wife Lizzy, his father and his 
daughters -- the 16-year-old, perky 
and confusingly rebellious Jenny 
and the much younger Sarah.

During a house party, Kr-
ish witnesses Jenny jump into a 
well. He dashes to her rescue and 
thence the narrative spirals into a 
full blown horror film. With par-
anormal activities happening in 
the house like Jenny acting weird, 
kitchen equipment mysteriously 
vanishing, a musical instrument 
playing automatically in the mid-
dle of the night, the narrative veers 
to the “haunted house” genre 
and the elements of this genre are 
thrown in, in ample measure.

There is a priest, shaman and 
a psychologist who are called in 
to indulge in exorcism. With their 

mastery, they help the D’Costas 
and Krish remove the good and 
bad spirits that haunt their houses.

The cliched story and the 
setup take priority over genre 
tropes and that’s why one would 
find the film moving at a snail’s 
pace. Nevertheless, the film is 
astutely mounted. The scares 
caused by the jump cuts and 
sound effects are eerily sharp and 
knee jerking. There are moments 
in the film where you will find 
yourself  shrinking down your seat, 
somehow trying to escape from 
the implications of the on-screen 
assault.

On the technical front, the 
film triumphs with its effects, be 
it sound, music, light and special 
video effects. Never for a moment 
-- not when the characters are 
possessed by the most disgusting 
of spirits, not when the furniture 
is flying and when the spirits take 
a feral leap -- are we less than con-
vinced. The film contains brutal 
shocks that are scary.

On the performance front, 
the actors are all appropriate and 
effective. Atul Kulkarni as the pos-
sessed girl’s father, rings especially 
true. We feel his frustration when 
doctors, priest and shaman can’t 
help his daughter.

Siddharth excels as the con-
cerned neighbour, doctor and vic-
tim of circumstances. He is aptly 
supported by Andrea Jeremiah as 
his wife Lakshmi.

Anisha Angelina Victor as the 
possessed Jenny has obviously 
been put through an ordeal in this 
role, and puts us through one too. 
Prakash Belawadi as the Pente-
cost Priest in a miniscule role is 
undoubtably wasted. 

Overall, the film delivers the 
raw and painful experience of  
those affected.

IANS

A
fter Hol-
lywood star 
Halle Berry 
surprised 
many by post-

ing ‘desi’ moments from 
her Mumbai tour on social 
media, British model and 
actress Elizabeth Hurley 
is also coming to the 
country’s financial and film 
capital here.

According to a well-
placed source, Hurley, who 
was once married to Arun 
Nayar, a businessman of  
Indian origin, will be in 
India till November 17. 

“She will be coming to 
Mumbai tonight or tomor-
row. She will be in India till 
November 17,” the source 
told IANS.

The reason which is 
bringing Hurley, who 
was last seen on the 

small screen in “The 
Royals”, to India, 
has been kept under 
wraps.

Hurley’s affair 
with India start-
ed when she 
got married 
to business-
man Nayar at 
Umaid Bha-
wan Palace in 

Jodhpur in 
2007.

Her 
mar-
riage 
with 
Nayar 

didn’t 
last 

long and ended with a 
divorce in 2011, but Hurley 
developed a special connec-
tion with the country, and 
keeps making short trips 
to India. She is also very 
vocal about her love for 
all the ‘desi’ things -- from 
her admiration for ethnic 
outfits to shopping for 
antiques in the country.

Her TV show “The 
Royals”, based on the lives 
of a fictional British royal 
family, has also featured 
actors with roots in India, 
and shown Hurley draped 
in a sari. The fourth season 
of the show will be coming 
soon on Indian television 
on Colors Infinity. 

In January this year, 
Hurley took to Instagram 
to share moments from 
her Mumbai trip with her 
son Damian. The 52-year-
old star posted an image 
from her beach day out, 
in which she was seen in a 
blue bikini. 

At present, Hurley 
can be seen, through her 
Instagram feed, enjoying a 
vacation in the Maldives. 

Meanwhile, Berry met 
actress-producer Dia Mirza 
to talk about cinema, cli-
mate change, children and 
her idea of happiness at an 
event in Mumbai.

Dia on Thursday 
shared a photograph of  
herself along with singer 
Ananya Birla and Berry.

“The world is getting 
smaller and girls are own-
ing their place. Ananya 
Birla and I with the most 
amazing Halle Berry to-
day,” Dia wrote alongside 
the image, in which Berry 
is seen in a white ensemble.

“What a warm, intel-
ligent, gracious woman. In-
dia loves you Halle! Can’t 
wait to have you back. It 
was such a joy speaking 
with you,” Dia added.

IANS
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MIRROR CROSSWORD 1647SUD0KU 1486
Every Sudoku has a unique solution that can be 
reached logically. Enter numbers into the blank 
spaces so that each row, column and 3x3 box 
contains the numbers 1 to 9.

SOLUTIONS TO CROSSWORD 1646

Across
1 Wan
5 Expression of disgust
9 Urban area
13 Allies’ foe
14 Honolulu’s island
15 Donald Duck nephew
16  Where diners dine
19 Invitation letters
20  Hopeful
21 Hammed it up
23 Poetic pond
24 Forehead
25 Akin
28 Restrains
32 Send spirits soaring
33 Brother of Fidel
34 Gilbert and Sullivan princess
35 A cardinal virtue
36 Chumps
38 Do some gardening
39 Galoot
40 Low-lying islands
41 Biblical mount
42 Celtic May Day
44 Singing syllables
46 Gee follower
47 Grasped
48 Sparta rival
51 Cascade
55 Thrill ride cry
56 Streisand movie
58 Political cartoonist Thomas
59 Beastly home
60 Char
61 Is in session
62 Thwack

63 Big exhibition
Down
1 Brazilian river
2 Cutting tools
3 Imperfect speech
4 Ballpark figure
5 “All the Things ___”
6 Merited
7 Chew the fat
8 Fifth-century warrior
9 Cast
10 Eject from office
11 “___ Only Just Begun”
12 Big Apple law enforcers

17 Glacial ridge
18 Mythical king of Thrace
22 Drudgery
24 Annoying kid
25 Back-to-health regimen
26 Bolt to bond
27 Boutonniere site
29 City in Tuscany
30 Consummate
31 Composer/teacher Boulanger
33 “Treasure Island” author’s 

monogram
36 Breakfast pastry
37 Town-crier’s cry

38 Sweetbrier
40 “All The Way” lyricist
41 Leaves for lunch?
43 Aviary sounds
44 Muse of pastoral poetry
45 Snappy comeback
48 Barley beards
49 Cambodian’s neighbor
50 Bidding, of yore
51 Crab part
52 “Taxi” driver
53 Applaud
54 Beginner
57 ‘97 PGA champ Ernie

SOLUTIONS TO SUD0KU 1486

Chelsea’s Hazard dreams 
of playing under Zidane

Don’t think ICC has power to pursue 
BCCI to play Pakistan - Akram

SAI to conduct trial selection

AR conduct friendly football match

AR organise friendly volleyball match

Late Dr. Anthony Patton memorial trophy on Nov. 27

Dimapur district inter departmental 
sports week concludes

Delhi Half Marathon may shift to new window

BCCI rejects NADA demand 
of testing Indian cricketers
New Delhi ,  Nov.  10 
(PTI): In a stern response 
to India’s anti-doping body 
NADA, the BCCI has said 
that government body has 
no jurisdiction to conduct 
dopes tests on Indian crick-
eters.

In a letter written on 
November 8 to NADA 
chief  Navin Agarwal, 
BCCI CEO Rahul Johri 
made it clear that there is 
no requirement for NADA 
to tests its cricketers since 
the board is not a National 
Sports Federation (NSF) 
and its present anti-doping 
system is robust enough.

“It is relevant to men-
tion here that BCCI is not 
a National Sports Federa-
tion. Accordingly, NADA 
does not have jurisdiction 
to conduct dope testing of  
Indian cricketers in any 
domestic or international 
event organised or under 

the aegis of  BCCI,” Johri 
wrote in the letter.

“In light of  the afore-
said, there is no require-
ment for any BCCI offi-
cial to co-ordinate with 
NADA for dope 
testing of  Indian 
cricketers either 
during competi-
tions or out of  
completions.” 

T h e  B C C I 
response was 
prepared with 
instructions from 
Supreme Court-ap-
pointed Committee 
of  Administrators.

Besides responding 
to the NADA chief, Johri 
also wrote back to the 
sports secretary, who had 
approached the BCCI in 
October to cooperate with 
NADA.

The Ministry had stat-
ed that lack of  co-operation 

from BCCI on the sub-
j e c t m a y run the 

risk of  

NADA not complying with 
World Anti-Doping Agen-
cy (WADA) Code.

Johri said BCCI’s exist-
ing anti-doping mechanism 

is robust enough.
“The BCCI already 

has a robust dope test-
ing mechanism which is 
employed for both during 

competitions and out-
of- competitions and 
the testing of  samples 

by IDTM is already 
b e i n g  d o n e  a t 
WADA accredited 

laboratory (NDTL) 
under aegis of  the 
Sports Ministry.” 

H e  f u r t h e r 
c laimed that  the 

BCCI is compliant 
w i t h  t h e  WA DA 

Code.
“You will appreciate 

that for analysis and testing 
of  samples, BCCI adheres 
to the WADA International 
Standard of  Laboratories 
and the WADA Interna-
tional Standard for Testing 
and Investigations.

“Accordingly, the BCCI 

has engaged the services of  
same expert sample collec-
tion agency that is also en-
gaged by the ICC to prove 
sample collection services 
viz, International Doping 
Tests and Management 
(IDTM).

“The IDTM sends the 
collected samples for test-
ing to a WADA accredited 
laboratory viz, National 
Dope Testing Laboratory 
(NDTL), as mandated by 
WADA. Since the CEO of  
NDTL is sports secretary, 
the dope testing for BCCI is 
conducted under the aegis 
of  the Sports Ministry,” 
wrote Johri.

He further reasoned 
that since BCCI is an au-
tonomous body affiliated 
to the International Cricket 
Council (ICC), it is only 
required to operate within 
the rules and regulations 
of  the ICC.

London, Nov. 10 (Re-
uters): Chelsea playmaker 
Eden Hazard says it “would 
be a dream” to play under 
French great and current 
Real Madrid manager Zin-
edine Zidane in the future.

Hazard has been instru-
mental to Chelsea’s success 
since joining the club in 
2012, winning two Premier 
League titles, a League Cup 
and the Europa League, and 
has scored three goals and 
provided four assists in 13 
appearances this season.

Media reports have re-
peatedly linked the Belgian 
with the Spanish champi-
ons and the 26-year-old did 
not rule out a future move 
to Real Madrid.

”Everyone knows the 
respect I have for Zidane 
as a player, but also as a 
manager. He was my idol,“ 
Hazard told Belgian TV 
channel RTL. ”I do not 
know what will happen in 
the future. However, for 
sure, to play under Zidane 
would be a dream.

“I am enjoying life at 
Chelsea. I still have a lot of  

things to achieve with them. 
I am focused on playing for 
Chelsea.”

Hazard said that he 
would also enjoy a reunion 
with former Chelsea man-
ager Jose Mourinho, who 
is currently at league rivals 
Manchester United.

“Of course (I would en-
joy working with Mourinho 
again). I like facing him 

also as an opponent. If  we 
were to work together in 
the future it would be with 
pleasure,” Hazard said.

Hazard has been called 
up for Belgium’s friendlies 
against Mexico and Japan 
and will reunite with Chel-
sea, who are fourth in the 
league, ahead of  their trip 
to West Bromwich Albion 
on Nov. 18.

Dimapur, Nov. 10 (EMN): The 6th edi-
tion of late Dr. Anthony Patton volleyball 
memorial trophy, organised by the Lotha 
Middle Range Students’ Union (LMRSU) 
will be held on Mon. Nov. 27 at 9 am, at 
GHS ground Sanis with M. Daniel Lotha, 
secretary, ministry of kilo affairs GPRN as 
the chief  guest. This was stated in a press 
note.

It also stated that all the council chair-
man under Lotha middle range are re-
quested to attend the inaugural programme. 
Registration forms are available at Sanis 
Zero Point. It also informed all the team/
club that the match fixture will be drawn on 
Nov 26 at 12 noon. For more information 
one may contact the following numbers:  
8731826341 and 8415981109.

Dimapur, Nov. 10 (EMN): 
The two day Dimapur dis-
trict inter departmental 
sports week concluded on 
Friday where DC Dimapur, 
Kesonyu Yhome gave away 
the prizes to the winners 
and winning teams of vari-
ous disciplines during the 
closing programme.as the 
chief  guest for the closing 
programme.
The overall champion-
ship trophy was bagged by 
School Education while 
Jail/Prisons  was declared 
the overall runners up team.
Following are the results 
of various disciplines

Tug of  war (male)
1st - School Education 

2nd - Excise 
3rd - Power Department 

Tug of  war (female)
1st - School Education 

2nd - Jail/Prisons 
3rd - PWD/R &B

100 meters sprint (male) 

1st - Imtiakum Jail/Prisons 
2nd - Vizokhovi School 

Education 
3rd - Bubu Borah Power 

100 meters sprint (female)
1st - Subenro Lotha Jail/

Prisons 
2nd - Ziusi Social welfare 

3rd - Merenlungla 
Geoligy&Mining 

4 × 100 relay race (men)
1st - Power

2nd - Jail/Prisons 
3rd - School Education 

4 × 100 Relay Race (women )
1st - Prisons/ Jail

2nd - School Education 
3rd - Social welfare. 

Sack race for HOD (female)
1st - Dr.Antoly Suu Medical
2nd - Lolano Patton DPRO 

Dimapur Office 
3rd - Toshili Social welfare 
Sack race HOD (male)

1st - T.Alisaba Phom DIC
2nd - Dr. Vimezo  Kire 

Agri&Allied 
3rd - Moatemsu Sangtam

Badminton doubles (men)
1st - Atoshe Swu and Kavito 

Chopy Education
2nd - Er.H.Akumlong 

Sangtam and Tongpangmeren 
(Geology and Mining) 

3rd - Dr. Molu Jamir and 
Dr.Yanger (Medical)

Badminton doubles (female)
1st - Tsino Viya and 
Er.Talirenla (G&M)

2nd - Sara S.Jamir and 
Vikhewno Chale (Administra-

tion) 
3rd - Keningunuo Angami 
and Sonile Seb (Law and 

Justice) 
Table Tennis (female)

1st - Ghokheli Sumi (School 
Education)

2nd - Khelivi Shohe (Power)
3rd - Heizule Hegeu (Geology 

and Mining)
Table tennis (men)

1st - Kevichukho Kire (Forest)
2nd - Mughato Sumi (DSO) 
3rd - Meihomlung Rongmei 

(DMC)

Dimapur, Nov. 10 (EMN): Sports Author-
ity of India (SAI), Sports Training Centre, 
Dimapur will be conducting a trial selection 
for new admission of players for the session 
2018-2019 in the age group of 12-13 years 
in the following sports discipline; Boxing, 
football and sepaktakraw. 

The trial-selection will be held on Dec. 
12 and 13 at the SAI and Government 
Higher Secondary School ground United 
Colony, Half  Nagarjan, Dimapur. 

Application form for selection trial will 
be available at the SAI, Centre Dimapur 

during the Office hour from Nov. 14 on-
wards and last date of  form submission 
will be Dec. 8. 

The follwing documents are required at 
the time of form submission; Adhaar card, 
date of  birth certificate (issued within the 
one year of birth) by Hospital/Municipal/ 
Authorised department, School reading cer-
tificate and four number of latest passport 
size photograph. 

All the eligible players for the trial selec-
tion should report on Tue. Dec. 12 at 7 am 
along with full sports kits.

Dimapur, Nov. 10 (EMN): 36th Assam 
Rifles under the aegis of  Headquarters 
IGAR (N) conducted a friendly football 
match between the youth team of Jalukie 

and troops of  Assam Rifles at Jalukie on 
Nov. 8. The aim of the event was to foster 
the spirit of  sportsmanship and bring out 
the budding talent amongst the youth.

Dimapur, Nov. 10 (EMN): 
36th Assam Rifles under 
the aegis of  Headquarters 
IGAR (N) organised a 
friendly volleyball match 
between the youth club of  
Nzao village and troops of  

Assam Rifles at Nzao vil-
lage, Peren district on Nov. 
6 with an aim to foster a 
spirit of  sportsmanship and 
bring out the budding talent 
amongst the youth. 
The match was followed 

by interaction with GBs 
of  Nzao and neighbour-
ing villages where issues 
pertaining to development 
schemes, conservation of  
wild life, hygiene and sani-
tation were discussed.

New Delhi, Nov. 10 (IANS): The 
alarming levels of  pollution in the 
national capital has forced the or-
ganisers of  the Airtel Delhi Half  
Marathon to consider shifting the 
event to a new window.

“There is a possibility to shift 
this event to a new window... we 
may organise the event earlier 
or later. We have the option of  
the alternative window. We will 
discuss with our stakeholders and 
see which will the best window for 
the event,” said Vivek Singh, Joint 
Managing Director of  the Procam 
International, the organisers of  

the event, here on Thursday.
A few days ago, Airtel, who 

have been one of  the prime spon-
sors of  the event for the last nine 
years, also threatened to pull out 
of  the annual event citing pollu-
tion levels in the city but however, 
came out in support of  the organ-
isers on Thursday.

“As always, we will continue 
to support the event. It is great to 
see the fantastic response to the 
call for registration for ADHM,” 
said Ravi Negi, CEO of  Bharti 
Airtel, Delhi NCR.

Singh also asserted the foreign 

athletes have gone back satisfied 
with the conditions in previous 
editions of  the event.

“All foreign participants are 
aware of  the situation and will 
participate. Last year, Rio Olym-
pic champion Eliud Kipchoge 
won the event in almost similar 
conditions and returned without 
complains,” he said.

“You cannot cancel an inter-
national event so easily. Athletes 
are preparing since last many 
months and there is no question 
of  cancelling the event.”

The Indian Medical Asso-

ciation had called for cancellation 
of  the event a few days ago but 
Singh said the event will go on as 
planned.

“They have issued a warning 
and they are right. It is a concern 
but we still have 10 days to go and 
air quality might improve,” he 
said. “To reduce the pollutants, 
roads will be sprayed and treated 
with salt water and all vehicles 
will be off  roads 12 hours prior 
to the event, and hopefully im-
proved air conditions will bring 
better running experience for the 
participants.”

Lahore, Nov. 10 (IANS): 
Former Pakistan skipper 
Wasim Akram on Friday 
hit out at the International 
Cricket Council’s (ICC) in-
ability to pursue the BCCI 
to play a bilateral series with 
Pakistan.

A k r a m ,  p o p u l a r ly 
known as the Sultan of  
Swing, said it is very unfor-
tunate that young cricketers 
from Pakistan and India are 
unable to play against each 
other.

The 51-year-old lashed 
out at the ICC for failing to 
initiate an India-Pakistan 
series which he felt should be 
separated from politics.

“I don’t think ICC has 
the power to pursue BCCI, 
but again I have always said 
people-to-people contact is 

necessary. Politics and sport 
should be separate,” Akram 
was quoted as saying by 
Geo TV.

The legendary left-arm 
pacer further said that an 
India-Pakistan clash is more 
exciting to watch than the 
high-octane Ashes series 
between traditional rivals 
England and Australia.

“A Pakistan-India match 
is more fun to watch than the 
Ashes. Twenty million peo-
ple watch the Ashes while 
a Pakistan-India match is 
watched by a billion people,” 
emphasised Akram, who 
took 502 wickets from 356 
ODIs.

The Board of  Control 
for Cricket in India (BCCI), 
in 2014, had agreed to play 
six bilateral series with Paki-
stan from 2015 to 2023, four 
of  which were to be host-
ed by the Pakistan Cricket 
Board (PCB). 

However, with political 
tensions across the border, 
the BCCI has refused to play 
any of the agreed series yet, 
neither in Pakistan nor at 
any neutral venue.

The arch-rivals, however, 
met in ICC tournaments 
with the Champions Trophy 
final in June being the latest 
when the Sarfraz Ahmed-led 
Green Brigade thrashed Vi-
rat Kohli’s side by 180 runs 
in London.



Angel Di Maria

Lewis Hamilton in ac on during a prac ce session for the Brazilian Grand Prix at the Interlagos circuit in 
Sao Paulo, on Nov. 10.

England paceman Chris Woakes (R) makes an lbw appeal against Cricket Australia XI batsman Ryan 
Gibson on the third day of a four-day Ashes tour match at the Adelaide Oval in Adelaide on Nov. 10
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Barak FC blank Ziezou to enter quarters; Kohima Eagles SC, New 
Market XI advance to last eight

Ashanthung Humtsoe declaring the event open on Friday.
EM Images

Players of Barak FC (White) and FC Ziezou in ac on during their match at the Kohima local ground on Friday, Nov. 10.
EM Images

CLASSIC CUP Russian skiers' doping ban is 
political, national federation says

Lewis Hamilton happy to help Bottas take second

Woakes saves England's blushes in Australia XI tour matchI almost joined Barcelona, says Di Maria

Paralympic decision on Russia by end of the year

Moscow, Nov. 10 (Re-
uters): The head of  Rus-
sia’s cross-country skiing 
federation on Friday crit-
icised the International 
Olympic Committee’s 
(IOC) decision to ban six 
Russians for life from the 
Games and described it as 
politically motivated.

The IOC banned six 
cross-country skiers this 
month as part of  an inves-
tigation into allegations of  
widespread doping among 
Russians and sample-
tampering by laboratory 
and security officials at the 
2014 Sochi Games.

“It has not absolutely 
nothing to do with sport,” 
federation president Elena 
Valbe told reporters at the 
Russian Olympic Com-
mittee. “For me, it’s (po-
litical).”

The banned skiers in-
clude Alexander Legkov, 
won gold in the 50km and 
silver in the 4x10km relay 
event in Sochi, and Maxim 
Vylegzhanin, who won 
two silver medals in the 
50km freestyle and the 
team sprint.

The ban effectively 
stripped them and their 
relay and sprint team mates 
of  their Sochi medals.

The four other ski-
e r s  -  Evgen iy  Be lov, 
Alexei Petukhov, Evgenia 
Shapovalova and Yulia 
Ivanova -- did not win 
medals in Sochi.

Valbe blamed the ski-
ers’ situation on Grigory 
Rodchenkov, the former 
head of  Moscow’s sus-
pended anti-doping lab-
oratory who revealed a 
scheme to cover up home 
competitors’ positive sam-
ples in Sochi.

“It’s because Grigory 
Rodchenkov made those 
testimonies,” Valbe said.

“He swore on the Bible 
that he was telling the truth 
and nothing but the truth. 
As our opponent said, we 
don’t have the right not to 
believe him.”

Valbe added that the 
federation would appeal 
against the IOC decisions 
at the Court of  Arbitration 
for Sport (CAS).

At a separate meeting 
of  Russia’s suspended ath-
letics federation on Friday, 
a local Olympic committee 
official denounced was he 
said was political pressure 
on Russian sport.

“All of  Russian sport 
finds itself  under pressure, 
under political pressure,” 

said Igor Kazikov, a deputy 
director at Russia’s Olym-
pic Committee.

Kazikov added that 
most of  the IOC cases 
against Russian athletes 
were “baseless and unsub-
stantiated”.

The comments came a 
day after Russia President 
Vladimir Putin suggested 
allegations of  a state-spon-
sored doping programme 
in Russia were an attempt 
to sow seeds of  discon-
tent ahead of  the country’s 
presidential elections in 
March.

Putin also hinted that 
U.S influence in major 
sports organisations could 
be having a damaging ef-
fect on Russia’s ability to 
take part in international 
competitions.

Calls from athletes and 
anti-doping agencies for a 
blanket ban of  Russians at 
the Pyeongchang Olym-
pics have been growing 
louder amid the ongoing 
IOC investigations.

The IOC has said it 
would decide at its execu-
tive board meeting next 
month on the participation 
of  Russian competitors 
at the Winter Games in 
February.

Our Correspondent
Wokha, Nov. 10 (EMN): 
Peace Counts  Wokha 
launched the third peace 
programme (Peace fiesta) 
a two day event on promot-
ing peace at Don Bosco 
Higher Secondary School 
Wokha, ground under the 
theme Peace within, peace 
outside on Friday.

Ashanthung Humtsoe, 
General Secretary, Lotha 
Students’ Union exhorting 
and declaring the event 
open thanked the organisa-
tion for promoting peace 
through sports and encour-
aging the youths to come 
together, stating that the 
youths are the future of  
tomorrow in building the 
nation.

Where  he  a lso  in -
formed that the world is 
today passing through an 
environment full of  ten-
sion, violence, declining 
values, injustices, reduced 
tolerance and respect for 
human rights due to mod-
ernisation making smaller 
chance for peaceful coexis-
tence with the gun culture 
taking a dominant position 
in most of  the developing 
countries, threatening the 
future of  the youths who 
deserve a peaceful and bet-
ter quality of  life.

He also highlighted the 
need to create a culture 
of  peace and conflict free 
environment with youth’s 
involvement stating that 
the youths need to start 

thinking different and “be 
the change” where youth’s 
should learn to combine 
their enthusiasm with pa-
tience, realizing the im-
portance of  living together 
and should be responsible 
to defend the frontiers of  
peace and non-violence.

The two day event will 
feature painting, essay 
writing and poetry compe-
tition with poster expiation 
from peace builders around 
the world and hand prints 
of  peace camping will also 
be organised for all the 
participants.

Sixteen (16) teams 
from various schools, colo-
ny and organisations from 
Wokha registered for par-
ticipation in the event.

Sao Paulo, Nov. 10 (AFP): 
Lewis Hamilton will race 
to win this weekend's Bra-
zilian Grand Prix, but is 
prepared to obey team or-
ders and help Mercedes 
team-mate Valtteri Bottas 
finish second in the drivers' 
standings.

The newly-crowned 
four-time world champion, 
who was fastest in Friday 
morning's opening free 
practice, said he has no 
intention of  easing off  or 
losing focus as he admitted 
he did after winning the 
title in 2015.

"There are still two 
races to go. I am still in 
the same mental frame of  
mind that there are still 
races to be ticked off. It 
wouldn't feel normal to 
back off  at this moment," 
he told reporters on Friday.

"It's the best time ever 
to apply even more pres-
sure just because I can. 
There are still two wins 
available."

Asked about Bottas, he 
added: "Valtteri wants to 
get it on merit. He has been 
working hard throughout 

Our Correspondent
Kohima, Nov. 10 (EMN): 
Barak FC blanked FC 
Ziezou 6-0 to advance to 
the quarters of  the ongoing 
Classic Cup soccer tourna-
ment here at the Kohima 
local ground on Nov. 10.

Playing the second 
match of  the day, the for-
mer champions, Barak FC 
were up against a medio-
cre side who failed to give 
them a tough fight.

Barak midfielder Tin-
gyek Konyak drew the first 

blood for Barak in the 6th 
minute, while Konyak dou-
bled the lead in the 20th 
minute.

All out to humiliate 
their opponents, Barak 
FC pressed hard which 
resulted to the third goal 
through Rhitso Mero in the 
30th minute and followed 
by the fourth in the 36th 
minute through the touch 
of  Seiboi Haokip.

Rhitso scored his sec-
ond and the fifth for his 
team in the 42nd minute, 

while Hitova went on to 
score the sixth goal for 
Barak in the 48th minute 
to end the match 6-0. With 
the victory, Barak will next 
play against Barak in the 
quarterfinal on Nov. 13.

Earl ier  in the f irst 
match, Kohima Eagles 
Sporting Club defeated 
four times semi-finalists 
Naga Terriers 1-0 to enter 
the round of  last eight. 
The lone goal of  the match 
was scored by Menguzelie 
in the 20th minute. Ko-

hima Eagles will next play 
against Tyrants FC in the 
round of  last eight on Nov. 
14.

Playing the last match 
of  the day, New Market 
XI also survived a scare 
as they beat Tseidi FC 1-0 
to make it through to the 
quarters.

The first half  remained 
goalless; however, New 
Market’s centre forward 
Khwetelhi Thopi delivered 
in the second half  to score 
the much needed goal for 

his team, which in the end 
was enough to take them to 
the quarters.

In the quarterfinal, 
New Market will play 
against the winner of  the 
match between Kezekevi 
FC and FC Chizami Unit-
ed.

Saturday’s matches:
Kezekevi FC vs FC Chiza-

mi United at 11.30 am
Foster’s FC vs Sporting 

Club at 1 pm
St. Joseph’s College vs 

EIMI United at 2.30 pm

the year and is focused 
more than ever, so I know 
he wants to do it on his 
own.

"But if  the team asks 
me, then for sure! As I said 
before, my mentality for 
the last two races is to win 

and I have not been told 
otherwise."

He added that he had 
eased off  two years ago 
after winning the title at the 
United States Grand Prix.

German team-mate 
Nico Rosberg won the final 

races of  the season and 
went on to take the title in 
2016 before retiring to be 
replaced by Finn Bottas.

"Two years ago, defi-
nitely, looking back, you 
could say the focus was 
not the same as it had been 

Madrid, Nov. 10 (IANS): 
Paris Saint-Germain mid-
fielder Angel Di Maria has 
revealed that he almost 
joined Spanish football gi-
ant FC Barcelona in the 
summer transfer window.

"I was close to joining 
Barcelona in the summer 
and yet far away at the same 
time," the Argentine inter-
national was quoted saying 
by Spanish web site Marca 
on Thursday. 

"It is hard to complete 
moves to these clubs. I never 
lost hope of it going through 
but in the end it didn't hap-
pen," Di Maria added. 

The 29-year-old also 
said his past experience 
with Barcelona's rival club 
Real Madrid would not 
have stopped him from join-
ing the side. 

Adelaide (Australia), 
Nov. 10 (AFP): Paceman 
Chris Woakes claimed 
four wickets as England 
roared back to the verge 
of  victory against the 
Cricket Australia XI after 
the third day of  the four 
day-night tour match at 
Adelaide Oval on Friday.

The tourists scrambled 
to 207 in their second in-
nings on the back of  Jon-
ny Bairstow's unbeaten 61 
off  66 balls leaving the CA 
XI 268 runs to win.

But Warwickshire's 
Woakes led a spirited 
England fightback, cap-
turing four for 17 off  10 
overs to leave the CA XI 
innings in tatters.

England tried to wrap 
up victory, opting for an 
extra half  hour of  play 
on the third night under 
lights, but were thwarted 
by Matt Short (28 not out) 
and Gurinder Sandhu 
(17 not out) through to 
stumps at 70 for seven.

Tall Somerset quick 
C r a i g  O ve r t o n  a l s o 
pressed his Test claims 
with an impressive two for 
10 off  seven overs.

"I've been very im-
pressed with Craig. He's 
a big lad, gets plenty of  
bounce and he's  very 
skilful too," said Jimmy 

during the season," he said.
"I genuinely don't like 

to look back, or I genu-
inely don't like to live with 
regret, so it is what it is, but 
I don't want to be in that 
position again.

"I'm planning to just 
keep the pressure up ex-
actly the same as it's been 
all year."

He said that the success 
of  winning a fourth title 
had not sunk in.

"The reason it's not re-
ally sunk is I've tried to stay 
in the zone, really," he said.

"I'm still, kind of, in the 
same frame of  mind. I've 
still got two races to go.

"It's two more wins 
available... I think I can 
continue winning for a 
long, long time."

Hamilton spoke with a 
husky voice after arriving 
in Brazil with a cold fol-
lowing a holiday in Peru 
where he trekked up Ma-
chu Picchu.

"It was raining and it 
was cold, but I feel good 
again now. My voice is still 
not great," the Briton said. 
"But I'm healthy."

Anderson, named Friday 
as England's new vice-
captain.

"He can swing the 
ball, seam the ball and he 
brings something different 
to the team. He's settled in 
really well."

Up unt i l  Woakes ' s 
superb bowling spell it 
looked an embarrassing 
day for Joe Root's tourists, 
stumbling to 124 for seven 
at one stage.

England tumbled from 

79 without loss to lose 
seven wickets for 45 in a 
spectacular crash before 
Bairstow and leg-spinner 
Mason Crane (18) helped 
boost the innings in a 70-
run stand.

When Anderson be-
came Simon Milenko's 
fifth wicket England's sec-
ond innings was over, with 
injured Jake Ball unable to 
come to the wicket on his 
injured ankle.

Former England cap-

tain and opener Alastair 
Cook's scratchy start to 
his Ashes tour continued, 
making 32 from 85 balls.

Cook began his tour 
with a second-ball duck 
against a West Australian 
XI and made only 15 in 
the first innings in Ad-
elaide.

The veteran's dismissal 
triggered England's slide 
-- he was soon followed 
to the changeroom by his 
opening partner Mark 

Stoneman, who made 51, 
his third consecutive half-
century on tour.

Capta in  Joe  Root 
(one ) ,  Dawid  Malan 
(five), James Vince (29), 
Woakes (two) and Craig 
Overton (0) fell in rapid 
succession as England 
plummeted to 124 for 
seven.

Bairstow hit a six to 
reach his half-century 
coming off  61 balls.

Meanwhile, Ball will 
miss the rest of  CA XI 
match as he continues his 
recovery from an ankle 
injury.

The Nottinghamshire 
paceman fell awkwardly 
while bowling his fourth 
over on Thursday.

Ball  was forced to 
withdraw from the day-
night warm-up match and 
had a scan on Friday to 
determine the damage to 
his right ankle.

The tourists have al-
ready lost paceman Ste-
ven Finn, who has flown 
home because of  a knee 
injury and his replace-
ment Tom Curran arrived 
in Adelaide on Friday.

And sp inning  a l l -
rounder Moeen Ali is yet 
to feature in the warm-up 
matches as he struggles 
with a side strain.

" M y  M a d r i d  p a s t 
wouldn't have been an is-
sue as I'm not a Madrid fan 
and I always point that out 
whenever I'm asked about 
it," the former Real Madrid 

player said. 
"I'm a fan of  Rosario 

and I would never play for 
Newell's Old Boys but aside 
from that, I would play any-
where," Di Maria added.

Paris, Nov. 10 (AP): The 
president of  the Interna-
tional Paralympic Com-
mittee says a decision on 
whether Russian athletes 
will be allowed to compete 
in Pyeongchang will be 
made by the end of  the 
year.

Speaking during a visit 
to Paris, Andrew Parsons 

says the IPC task force will 
meet in December follow-
ing a meeting of  the World 
Anti-Doping Agency's 
foundation board.

Parsons says he ''can't 
speculate at this time what 
the outcome would be.''

Russia's Paralympic 
team was barred from 
last year's Rio de Janeiro 

Olympics as punishment 
for a state-backed doping 
program.

Parsons was elected 
president of  the IPC in 
September, replacing Phil-
ip Craven, who led the IPC 
for 16 years. He is in Paris 
for a two-day visit to meet 
with leaders of  the 2024 
Paris Olympics.


