
NPF leaders and youth on the 14th day of their dharna outside the Civil Secretariat, Kohima on Thursday.
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Min.Max. Max.Min.
Aizawl 27° 13°

Agartala 30° 16°

Gangtok 22° 08°

Guwahati 29° 14°

Imphal 26° 10°

Itanagar 26° 13°

Shillong 22° 06°

Delhi 30° 15°

Kolkata 31° 19°

Chennai 31° 24°

 Max:  Min:
KOHIMA 25° 11°
DIMAPUR 29° 15°
 RF:  RH:
KOHIMA NIL 65%
DIMAPUR NIL 85%
* Rainfall (RF) * Relative humidity (RH)
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Shillong, Nov. 9 (IANS): The Meg-
halaya High Court on Thursday held 
invalid the state law providing for ap-
pointment of  parliamentary secretar-
ies in the state, but left it to the Gover-
nor to determine the disqualification 
of  the post-holders from the assembly.

The verdict by a division bench 
of  Chief  Justice Dinesh Maheshwari 
and Justice Ved Prakash Vaish came 
on a PIL filed by state resident Madal 
Sumer, challenging the "extra consti-
tutional and illegal" appointment of  
Parliamentary Secretaries in the state.

"The Meghalaya Parliamentary 
Secretaries (Appointment, Salaries, 
Allowances and Miscellaneous Pro-
visions) Act, 2005 is held invalid for 
want of  legislative competence of  
the state Legislature and is, therefore, 
struck down.

"As a necessary corollary, the no-
tifications appointing the Parliamen-
tary Secretaries and other follow-up 
actions are declared void, for having 
been issued and carried out under an 
invalid enactment," it said, adding 
that the challenge to the validity of  the 
2005 Act has to succeed in view of  the 
law declared by the Supreme Court in 
Bimolangshu Roy's case.

On July 26, the Supreme Court 
had declared as unconstitutional a 
law enacted by Assam in 2004 that al-
lowed the appointment of  Parliamen-
tary Secretaries in the rank of  Minis-
ter of  State.

An apex court bench of  Justice J. 
Chelameswar, Justice R.K. Agrawal 
and Justice A.M. Sapre struck down 
the Assam Parliamentary Secretaries 
(Appointment, Salaries, Allowances 
and Miscellaneous Provisions) Act, 
2004, noting that Article 194 of  the 
Constitution "does not expressly au-
thorise the state legislature to create 
offices such as the one in question".

Citing the SC verdict, the High 
Court said: "This declaration of  law 
by the Supreme Court, on want of  leg-
islative competence of  the state Legis-
lature, is binding on all the courts and 
obviously, if  the said law is applicable 
to the present case, it shall have to be 
applied, irrespective of  the pleadings 
of  the parties." 

Leaving it open to the Governor to 
decide on the Parliamentary Secretar-
ies' disqualification as assembly mem-
bers, the bench said: "It is hardly a 
matter of  any doubt that when a ques-
tion arises as to whether a member of  
a House of  the Legislature of  the state 
has become subject to any of  disquali-
fications mentioned in Article 191(1), 
the question has to be referred for the 
decision of  Governor; and the deci-
sion of  the Governor in this regard, 
on the basis of  the opinion of  Election 
Commission, is final."

"We see no warrant for the propo-
sition that such a reference would be 
made by this court," the bench said.

Meanwhile, Sumer said that he 

would soon submit a representation 
to Governor Ganga Prasad seeking 
disqualification of  all the legislators 
named in the PIL citing that as "they 
are no longer legislators for holding 
office of  profit".

He said that he would also appeal 
the Governor to dismiss the Congress-
led Meghalaya United Alliance gov-
ernment as it has been "reduced to a 
minority with the disqualification of  
those legislators, who were appointed 
as parliamentary secretaries".

He also demanded that the govern-
ment should direct these legislators to 
return all the salary and perks from 
the date of  their appointment for serv-
ing in the unconstitutional office as 
they stand disqualified from that date 
onwards.

On March 12, 2013, Chief  Minis-
ter Mukul Sangma had administered 
the oath of  office to 18 Parliamentary 
Secretaries to assist 12 ministers after 
the Congress retained power follow-
ing the Assembly elections.

However, Independent legislator 
Lamboklang Mylliem resigned from 
the post on March 29 last year, citing 
legal grounds.

Parliamentary Secretaries Celes-
tine Lyngdoh and Comingone Ymbon 
were subsequently made Cabinet Min-
isters. 

Election to the 60-member assem-
bly are scheduled to be held in Febru-
ary-March 2018.

New Delhi/Kohima, Nov. 9 
(IANS): Strange are the ways of  
the bureaucracy. A private firm 
that had spent about Rs 1,000 
crore for laying 329 km of  roads 
in Nagaland, with little visible re-
sults on the ground, will again be 
in the running when the project is 
re-tendered next month, with the 
cost having tripled to Rs 3,000 
crore, according to officials.

The project -- part of  the 
central government's Special 
Accelerated Road Develop-
ment Programme in North East 
(SARDP-NE) -- was to be execut-
ed by the Nagaland PWD in 2010 
at a cost of  Rs 1,130.66 crore. 

However, private company 
Gayatri Constructions, which 
was awarded the work, spent six 
times more than the estimated 
cost just for earthwork and almost 
ran through the original budget. 
This had led to a dispute between 
the authorities and the contractor, 
following which the latter aban-
doned the project.

The matter remained in vari-
ous courts till last year, when 
the Supreme Court ordered the 
Ministry of  Road Transport and 
Highways (MoRTH) to re-tender 
the project. The court also direct-
ed the ministry and the Nagaland 
government to ensure the project 
is completed within 42 months.

The stretches include the 
35-km Longleng-Changtongya 
Road, the 100 km Tamlu-Merang-

kong road, 66-km Phek-Phutsero 
Road and the 128-km Zunheboto-
Chakambama road. The fresh 
tenders will now be issued by the 
National Highways Infrastruc-
ture Development Corporation 
(NHIDCL) -- a three-year-old 
PSU under MoRTH.

As part of  the re-tendering 
process, officials from the Naga-
land government and the ministry 
recently held several deliberations 
and finalised the formalities, in-
cluding a fresh Detailed Project 
Report (DPR) for the four roads, 
which will also ease connectiv-
ity between Nagaland and other 
northeastern states.

"We have got a fresh DPR 
made and are in a position to is-
sue the tenders either by Decem-
ber 2017 or January 2018," a sen-
ior official said.

Emphasising that the road 
projects can become lifelines in 
remote parts of  Nagaland, the 
government says that the stretches 
will also boost trade in the state, 
helping it to be at par with Assam, 
which is doing better economi-
cally.

Sources in the ministry have 
said that after the tendering proc-
ess, the government will monitor 
every phase of  the work and will 
fine the contractors if  the work is 
delayed.

"We do not want any type of  
dispute this time like what had 
happened earlier. There has been 

a huge loss to the exchequer as 
the project cost has risen from 
Rs 1,100 crore to Rs 3,000 crore. 
Strict measures will be taken 
against the contractors if  the work 
is delayed or not performed as per 
the standards," the official told 
IANS on condition of  anonymity.

Asked if  the government 
would prevent Gayatri Construc-
tions from participating in the 
tender due to its failure to execute 
the work given by the Nagaland 
PWD, the official said that they 
still had the right to participate 
in the tender as they were not de-
barred by the government.

"We cannot stop Gayatri Con-
structions from participating in 
the fresh tenders until they are 
officially debarred," the official 
said.

NHIDCL also has the man-
date to execute several road 
projects in Nagaland, including 
NH-39 that connects Dimapur 
and Kohima -- considered Naga-
land's main business route which 
is in a pathetic state during the 
monsoon.

The PSU, created in 2014, 
has recently been given the task 
of  constructing over 4,000 km of  
roads in the northeast and Jammu 
and Kashmir. It was established 
after the Border Roads Organi-
sation (BRO) and Public Works 
Departments of  the states failed 
to carry out road construction in 
many remote parts in hilly terrain.

Dimapur, Nov. 09 (EMN): The Naga-
land Public Rights Awareness and Action 
Forum has on Thursday stated that the 
budget and monitoring cell of  the finance 
department that released INR 8.98 cr. to 
the department of  planning and coordina-
tion as financial assistance to 41 'unnamed' 
beneficiaries.

In a press release, the forum alleged 
that the 'huge' amount of  money released 
with many of  the projects in the list having 
vague descriptions without proper address 
only give rise to doubts.

"Rs 18 lakh was released to an un-
named NGO for purchase of  a mini bus Rs 
70 lakh was released for tree plantation in 
Nagaland, Rs 41 lakh was released for set-
ting up of  flower nursery in 5 places with-
out mentioning the locations, Rs 80 lakh 
was released for setting up of  eight num-
bers of  Dairy Development without nam-
ing locations, Rs 20 lakh was released for 
seminar on global climate change without 
mentioning to which NGO/individual it 
was released, Rs 10 lakh each was released 
for construction of  hostel at Dimapur, Per-
en, Kohima and Mokokchung, Rs 20 lakh 
was released for construction of  office in 
Dimapur without mentioning what office, 
location etc.," stated the pres release. 

It added that with such vague descrip-
tions it has only given the forum strong rea-
sons to doubt the 'genuineness' of  many of  
the projects. 

It therefore demanded the depart-
ment to clarify by providing proper de-
tails of  the projects, address and the list 
of  beneficiaries. 

Our Correspondent
Kohima, Nov. 9 (EMN): 
The youth wing of Dr. 
Shürhozelie Liezietsu-led 
Naga People’s Front (NPF) 
has on Thursday tempo-
rarily suspended its indefi-
nite ‘dharna (sit-in protest) 
which was being held out-
side the Civil Secretariat 
since Oct. 24  against the 
Speaker of Nagaland Leg-
islative Assembly, Dr. Imti-
wapang Aier’s inaction over 
several political issues.

“Keeping in mind the 
ensuing NPF general con-
vention which is to be held 
on Nov. 22, the NPF cen-
tral youth wing has decided 
and hereby declare that the 
ongoing sit-in protest will 
be suspended, not called 
off, with effect from this 
afternoon,” announced the 
youth wing’s vice president, 
Achamo Kikon, as the pro-
test entered the 14th day 
today. He, however, said the 

Henlly Phom
Dimapur, Nov. 9 (EMN):  The Nagaland State 
Cooperative Bank Limited (NStCB) which was 
conceived with the twin objectives of  putting in 
place a banking system that encompasses the co-
operative principles and also a financial system 
that is friendly to the customs and traditions of the 
people of  Nagaland is on the point of  celebrating 
its 50 successful years of  building successful rela-
tionship, on November 10. 

NStCB started with a deposit of  Rs. 54,000 on 
June 30, 1967 with seven staffs and now the bank 
is a proud banking sector with 241 staffs across the 
state.  The financial institution's accomplishment 
is the Credit Deposit of  63.73 which was achieved 
during the quarter 2 that ended on Sep. 30, 2017 
making the bank the highest compared to other 
banks in the state, maintained NStCB Managing 
Director (MD) Imtilemba Longkumer.  

The foundation of NStCB as an apex credit co-
operative society was laid on October 25, 1966 by 
the then Minister for Cooperation Akum Imlong 

and was formally inaugurated on April 21, 1967 
with its registered office at Dimapur by the then 
Minister of  Finance Hokishe Sema. 

The NStCB, since its inception had catered to 
the needs of the rural masses, especially the have-
nots affirmed the bank’s MD and that the bank has 
given outmost importance for elevating the agrar-
ian economy of the state.    

The bank in commemoration of its 50 years 
has adopted 11 Golden Villages-one each village 
from the 11 districts of  the state. The MD detailed 
that the assessment for the 11 golden villages 
which they labelled as the best cooperative society 
was decided on recovery performance, loan and 
deposits.  

In a noteworthy development the bank has 
launched two deposit schemes- ‘Saving premium’ 
and ‘Cooperative Gold fixed deposit’, and also 
General Credit Card (GCC) financial assistance 
to individuals to ensure greater flow of entrepre-
neurial credit to individuals, particularly of  small 
means like local micro vendors, small shops and 
tiny enterprises to name a few in the urban and 
semi urban areas, said Longkumer.  

The bank had embarked on accomplishing 
the mission of financial inclusion since its incep-
tion and it was with this objective, the bank had 
extended its network of branches throughout the 
length and breadth of the state. At a time when 
most commercial banks had their presence in Di-
mapur, the commercial hub of the state, it could 
not venture out to the then inaccessible areas that 

were also unviable from the business point of  view.     
With a view to mitigate the hardship of the 

people of  the state in the absence of viable banking 
arrangements in those days, other than the pres-
ence of State Bank of India, the NStCB stood up 
to the task of filling the vacuum and in the first 
25 years established a network of 21 branches and 
made its presence felt in all the districts of  Naga-
land through a large network of affiliated Primary 
Agricultural Credit Society (PACS) having its ex-
istence in every village of Nagaland. 

In the age of information technology, the bank-
ing systems have regenerated and have challenged 
its total functioning. Considering the huge shift that 
emerged in the banking sector, the bank has also 
been in the race for operation of latest technology 
solutions. Under stiff  technological competition 
the bank stepped in into Core Banking Solution 
from March 31, 2014, expounded Longkumer. 

The bank is now equipped with latest tech-
nologies like ATM, Real Time Gross Settlement 
(RTGS), National electronic Fund Transfer 
(NEFT), Point of  Sale (PoS) and e-commerce to 
name a few is bracing up to acquire latest technolo-
gies to meet the needs of its clients. On the absence 
of internet banking which the bank is yet to pro-
vide the service, the General Manager (Accounts/
MIS) AK Deb said a bank has to reach a certain 
stipulation and parameter for internet banking 
which NStCB is yet to achieve.       

Taking pride in the bank’s accomplishment in 
the last 50 years, Longkumer noted “with the trans-

formation of the bank from conventional banking 
to technology driven banking, the bank envisions 
emerging as a strong vibrant bank through syn-
chronisation of human, financial and technologi-
cal resources”. 

The state government and the board of direc-
tors of  the bank have taken up more strategic steps 
to deal with every aspect of  the working of the 
bank for positive results for which agendas are be-
ing taken up regularly in every board meeting and 
its sub-committees and strict action is being initi-
ated  accordingly, noted the MD. 

The business plan target and achievement 
of the bank under Developmental Action Plans 
(DAP) for the financial year 2016-17 with refer-
ence to achievement as on March 31, 2017, the 
bank has earned an operating profit of  Rs. 831.75 
lac. during the year 2016-17 which is the highest 
ever profit in the history of the bank so far, main-
tained Longkumer.     

“A robust DAP for 2017-18 has been planned 
projecting a profit of  Rs. 1600 lac. as on March 31, 
2018, a growth of 91.12% over 2016-17. The gross 
income of Rs 7756 lac. after providing for total ex-
penditure of Rs 6156 lac. will be netting an income 
of Rs. 1600 lac. on March 31, 2018” affirmed . 

The bank today is compliant and vibrant and 
is serving the people especially the downtrodden 
through micro finance and also the financing of  
cooperative societies;  SHGs;  JLGs;  farmers club;  
personal loans to government employees; and  
church based projects to name a few.

Trust yourself, you  
know more than you 

think you do. 

~ Benjamin Spock
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protest will resume anytime after the gen-
eral convention.

Several MLAs, NPF central officials 
and NCP president joined the youth pro-
testers, extending their solidarity to the 
cause of the remonstration.

NPF leaders talk  forgiveness  
for the sake of future
NPF working president Apong Pongener 
today called it unfortunate that the 12th 
NLA has been facing crisis after crisis since 
2014 and the people were suffering today 
because leaders were not trying to learn 
from past mistakes. Nevertheless, hinting 
at the possibility of reconciliation among 
some of the leaders from the two rival NPF 
groups (one led by Liezietsu and the other 
by Lok Sabha MP Neiphiu Rio), Pongener 
shared his observation that ‘realisation was 
slowly taking place’ and the party will keep 
its door open. 

“In politics, we all know there is no per-
manent enemy or permanent friends. That, 

we have experienced, and we are looking 
forward that we will not remain like this,” 
he stated, adding, “We have been getting 
good signals”.

Pongener also remarked that if  ‘perma-
nent peace’ does not come during or before 
Dec. 25, the state will definitely face assem-
bly election in 2018 and NPF as a political 
party should be prepared for any eventual-
ity. In case of election, he maintained, the 
goal is to get majority, thus to achieve this, 
all must unite and work together in the spirit 
of ‘forget about the past because the future 
is more important’.

Meanwhile, lauding the youth wing for 
taking the trouble to put together its sit-in 
protest, the party leader stated that it has 
given out a big message across the country. 
He pointed out that considering the signifi-
cance of the forthcoming general conven-
tion, it was imperative that the youth must 
support in the preparations with the same 
vigour. 

MLA Kuzholuzo Nienu, in his address 

at the protest site, asserted that the 
youth wing’s protest had achieved 
something even though there had 
not been any positive result from 
the NLA Speaker’s office. He 
expressed hope that good sense 
would prevail in the speaker’s mind 
and that he would come out with 
some positive results in the near 
future.

Nienu also admitted that the 
12th House is totally in chaos be-
cause of ‘disrespect for one anoth-
er’. He alleged that everyone want-
ed the ‘highest position’ regardless 
of seniority or calibre, and this is 
where everything is going wrong. 
Stating that it is very important for 
a leader to have a ‘forgiving heart’, 
he asserted that if  the leaders want-
ed to build a ‘stronger, better party 
in the near future and take over the 
government’, they will have to for-
give and forget the past

 “On a personal note, let us al-
low bygones to be bygones. Let us 
forget the bitter past, or rather, let 
us not recollect the bitter past and 
destroy our perfect future which 
lies ahead of us,” Nienu stated. 

With the clear message sent 
out to the people through the 
NPF youth wing protest, he was 
confident that some positive de-
velopments will take place. He 
also talked about rebuilding what-
ever was lost, with forgiveness, to 
strengthen the party. 

He said the sorry state of affairs 
that Nagaland is in, was exhib-
ited through the way the governor, 
speaker as well bureaucrats totally 

rejecting his group’s pleas and 
cries. However, he stated that they 
became one step wiser as they have 
realised the values of justice. 

MLA Yitachu lauded the youth 
wing for staying true to the NPF 
motto and carrying out one of the 
most peaceful yet powerful dis-
play of resentment projecting the 
rights of the people of the state. He 
claimed that the protest had shaken 
those in authority and even the gov-
ernment at the centre.

The protest has sent out a clear 
message that no governor in future 
would like to mess with rights of  
the people of Nagaland, Yitachu 
stated. 

The politician expressed hope 
that the spirit of the NPF youth 
wing would inspire NGOs, civil so-
ciety and even political parties that 
a peaceful approach is the most 
powerful approach, and violence 
is not the ultimate means to bring 
about solution over any matter.

He also wondered why Gover-
nor PB Acharya could not make 
any statement till today, except an 
appeal to the NPF that the issue 
was an internal party. Yitachu stat-
ed that it was because of the gov-
ernor’s unconstitutional actions, 
that the entire state government 
machinery was being put under the 
radar of corruption. “Even the BJP 
which is running the government 
at the centre are not saying any-
thing, and instead, they had come 
up to the extent of saying that they 
would not like to interfere in the in-
ternal party of NPF,” he said.



‘Childline Se Dosti Week’ 
begins in Dimapur
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Evangelist Ado Kezo speaking at the revival 
and healing crusade in Kiphire.

Volunteer seen pasting Childline awareness posters at Kiosk in Dimapur town on Wednesday.

COO NSRLM M Rollan Lotha addressing the trainees.

DC Tuensang Tridebish Roy, CVO Dr. Toshi Aier and staff od AH&VS during the handing of ‘Sumi-ne’ on Nov. 8.

Revival crusade underway in Kiphire

MCCI reaffirms not to register with NNPGs

TCU to organise night carnival in Wokha

Yaden mournsASUD supports ‘black 
badge’ campaign

NSRLM training on promotion of federations

Phek swine farmers informed 
on pig rearing modes

Malaria elimination prog. launched in Tuensang

DC Zunheboto donates ‘Sumi-ne’ to AH&VS

State to observe National Education Day
Along with the rest of the country, state will be observing 
the National Education Day under the aegis of Nagaland 
Education Association (NEA) on Nov. 11, 1 a.m. at 
Modern College, Düvürü, Kohima. Member Nagaland 
Public Service Commission Vipralhou Kesiezie will grace 
the event as chief guest while publicity & information 
secretary, NEA Visiezolie Yashü will deliver keynote 
address.

Media awareness on VVPAT 
Chief Election Officer Abhijit Sinha has infromed that a 
state level workshop with media on awareness of VVPAT 
for the upcoming general election to State Legislative 
Assembly 2018 will be held on No. 10, 11 a.m. at Hotel 
Japfü, Kohima. All the print and electronic media are 
requested to attend the programme.

DCF to organise clean election campaign
The Dimapur Christian Forum (DCF) will be organising 
clean election campaign on Nov. 11, 9 a.m. at NEISSR 
conference hall, Bishop’s House, Circular Road, Dimapur. 
Resource person for the programme, Dr. Panger from 
Oriental Theological Seminary will speak on “Role 
of Christian leaders in respond to clean election.”  
Church leaders, pastors and associate pastors of all 
denominations, GB Union Dimapur, DUCCF, tribal 
women, men and student leaders and organisation 
representatives and others have been invited to attend 
the programme. The event is supported by the Peace 
Channel. 

NEA to hold general meeting 
The Nagaland Education Association (NEA) will be 
holding a general body meeting on Nov. 10, 12 noon at 
Ura College Kohima to deliberate and approve the draft 
constitution of the Association. 

NeWS iN Brief

WEAThEr ForECAST iN oThEr DiSTriCTS 

Max Min DP rh rF

WoKhA 22.4 14.4 12.8 59 NIL

ZBT 22.4 15.6 18 91 NIL

MoN 29 14.2 13.4 88 NIL

TuENSANG 19 15 17.6 91 NIL

MKG 24.2 17.2 18.6 78 NIL

PhEK 23.4 10.2 13.1 77 NIL

KiPhirE 22.4 11 13.1 96 NIL

SEChÜ ZuBZA 23.5 14 11.2 50 NIL

TSEMiNYu 26 15.8 13.4 58 NIL

MANGKoLEMBA 28.8 19.8 20.9 78 NIL

*Dew Point (DP) *Relative Humidity (RH) * Rainfall (RF)

Source: Department of Soil & Water Conservation, Nagaland 

Dimapur, Nov. 9 (EMN): 
With the rest of  the coun-
try, the 

Childline Dimapur be-
gan a weeklong ‘Childline 
Se Dosti Week’campaign 
on Nov. 8.

The ‘Childline Se Dosti 
Week’ campaign is an an-
nual weeklong event be-
ing organised all over the 
country under the initiative 
of  Childline India Founda-
tion, with the aim to reach 

out and extend hands of  
friendship and to create 
awareness on Child Rights 
and Child Protection Acts. 

The Childline Dimapur 
team, as partner and as part 
of  the friendship week, 

kicked off  the campaign 
by putting up Childline 
pamphlets and posters in 
all the major traffic police 
assistance kiosks of  Di-
mapur town. 

A two day poster cam-
paign was successful with 
positive and active sup-
port of  the Dimapur Po-
lice Commissioner, who 
willingly gave permission 
to make usage of  the Ki-
osks’ space free of  charge, 
informed Childline Di-
mapur.

The campaign wil l 
continue till Nov. 15 with 
various activities and pro-
grammes. 

The Childline has re-
quested all the citizens to 
make diligent usage of  the 
toll free Childline helpline 
- 1098, which is manned 
24x7, if  they witness or are 
aware of  children being 
abused, abandoned, miss-
ing, loitering around or in 
distress situations.

Dimapur, Nov. 9 (EMN): 
The Ao Students’ Union 
Dimapur (ASUD) has 
extended its support to 
the black badge campaign 
spearheaded by the East-
ern Nagaland College Stu-
dents’ Union (ENCSU) 
over the failure of  the De-
partment of  Higher Edu-
cation to resolve the issue 
concerning disbursement 
of  Scheduled Tribes stu-
dents’ scholarship. 

A press note from the 
ASUD president Lanu-
toshi Aier and general sec-
retary Moayanger Jamir, 
stated “if  the Department’s 
clarification that the Un-
ion Ministry of  Tribal Af-
fairs has released only the 
first installment is true, it 
should not be a mammoth 
task for the concerned au-
thorities to produce valid 
documents supporting the 
claims so that the mystery 
surrounding the very elu-
sive phenomenon called 
‘installment scholarship’ is 
solved once and for all.” 

The whole controversy 
surrounding the imple-
mentation of  scholarships 

in Nagaland is one that 
needs to be viewed seri-
ously, the release added. 

Pointing out that every 
year thousands of  Naga 
students have to wait for 
their scholarships with 
frustration which gets 
de layed for  unknown 
reasons, the ASUD said 
“youth of  today are losing 
faith in the governmental 
machinery.”

 When department like 
that of  Higher Education 
is expected to set a bench-
mark for the rest to follow, 
it appears as though it it-
self  involved in fraudulent 
conduct of  a higher nature, 
the releases added. 

The ASUD also re-
quested all tribal students’ 
unions of  Nagaland to 
pursue the matter collec-
tively so that students get 
what they deserve at the 
earliest.

Meanwhile, the union 
lauded the ENCSU for 
taking the bold initiative 
for the benefit of  all Naga 
students. The office of  the 
ASUD is willing and ready 
to extend cooperation.

Dimapur, Nov. 9 (EMN): The re-
vival and healing crusade under the 
banner “Yes in Christ (2cor 1: 20)” 
is underway at Kiphire local ground. 
The programme which was com-
menced from Nov. 9 will conclude 
on 12th.

The speaker of  the first day cru-
sade, Evangelist Ado Kezo, spoke 
on the purpose of  Jesus coming. He 
cited four reasons that Jesus came 
to save us from sin (matt 1:12) - He 
came to destroy the works of  the 
devil, give life, and to show us the 
way to heaven.

Convenor organising committee, 
Kiusumong Tikhir said the crusade 
was the outcome of  prophetic vision 
of  Rev. Dr. Neivotso Neikha, who 
was also declared dead in Egypt 

Dimapur, Nov. 9 (EMN): 
With the aim to give plat-
form to the unemployed 
youth, the Tsumang ‘A’ Col-
ony Union (TCU), Wokha 
town will be organising night 
carnival from Dec. 5 to 20. 

For detail information 
interested person/group 
has been asked to contact - 

9862905153/9402288899. 
Colony chairman Yan-

pvuo Ezung in a release 
informed that priority shall 
be given to the youth or-
ganisations of  all colonies 
within Wokha town, Wokha 
and Longsa village and non-
Lotha communities. 

The union also informed 

that the carnival should be 
free from all intoxicating 
items such as alcohol and 
wine of any kind. 

Forms will be issued 
from the union office located 
at Daily Market Complex, 
Tsumang ‘A’ colony from 
Nov. 25 to 30 between 10 
a.m. to 12 noon.

Dimapur, Nov. 9 (EMN): 
The Mokokchung Cham-
ber of  Commerce & Indus-
try (MCCI) has reiterated 
and reaffirmed its earlier 
public declaration that 
business establishments 
in Mokokchung district 
shall not undertake ‘shop 
registration’ with any Naga 

National Political Groups 
(NNPGs).

A press release issued 
by the MCCI president 
Tsukti Longkumer and gen-
eral secretary Limalenden 
Longkumer, stated that the 
resolution was made dur-
ing the emergency general 
meeting held Sep. 7.

The MCCI mentioned 
that as resolved and de-
clared earlier, the business 
community of  Mokokc-
hung shall not entertain 
collection of  any kind of  
donations or illegal taxa-
tion by any government or 
non-governmental agency 
or groups/individuals.

“This public declaration 
is being made once again as 
it has been brought to the 
notice of  the MCCI that 
certain unscrupulous ele-
ments inimical to people’s 
interest are trying to contra-
vene the MCCI resolution 
of  September 7” stated the 
release.

federating SHGs and VLOs into 
cluster/block level federations 

who are functionally efficient, 
self-managed, self-governed and 

Dimapur, Nov. 9 (EMN): 
Deputy Commissioner and 
chairman (DHS) Tuen-
sang, Jamithung Lotha, on 
Nov. 8 launched a malaria 
elimination programme 
under the theme ‘‘End 
Malaria for good’’ at the 
Chief  Medical Office con-
ference hall.

Speaking at the launch-
ing programme, the DC 
said health hygiene plays 
a vital  role in staying 

away from disease. He 
also insisted that everyone 
should do blood testing. 
He also encouraged the 
health workers to work 
harder to fully eliminate 
malaria cases from Tuen-
sang district by 2024, as 
per the targets set by the 
government. Tosoviho, 
DVBO (NVBDCP) and 
consultant (NVBDCP) 
gave powerpoint presenta-
tion on district epidemiol-

ogy, mission achieved and 
targets set to eliminate 
malaria cases throughout 
the state by 2024.

The programme was 
chaired by CMO Tuensang 
Dr. T Pangjung Sangtam 
while vote of  thanks was 
proposed by Nokching 
Somba, malaria inspec-
tor. Altogether, 60 health 
workers from different ver-
tical programmes attended 
the function.

Kohima, Nov 9 (EMN): A 
seminar on piggery farming 
for RD Block, Phek was 
organised by Chakhesang 
Public Organization (CPO) 
in association with DRDA 
Phek and state’s depart-
ment of  Animal Husband-
ry & Veterinary Service at 
Phek town on Nov. 8.

Speaking at the semi-
nar, DPO, DRDA Phek 
advised swine farmers to 
take full advantage of  the 
ban imposed on import of  
pig by CPO by rearing local 
pigs on extensive manner. 
He also assured that the 
department will extend 
its fullest support in the 
venture to boost the rural 

economy and livelihood of  
the rural populace.

CPO president, Kekh-
wengulo Lea said CPO had 
imposed ban on import of  
pig within its jurisdiction 
since 2000 and since then 
it has been contributing in 
the economy of  the com-
munity as well as on health 
ground.

He urged the pig farm-
ers to actively be involved 
in rearing pig, adding that 
consumption of  locally 
produced meat amount 
to safety from epidemic 
diseases. He also advised 
them to take full advantage 
of  loan facilities being 
extended by the finan-

cial institutions as well 
as from the concerned 
department.

Resource person Dr. 
Rokozo Dolie asked the 
pig farmers to ensure that 
hygienic sty is put in place 
and also provide enough 
clean drinking water as 
pig require lots of  water. 
He also informed them 
that artificial insemination 
of  pig would play as a big 
boost for pig farmers in the 
near future. 

Another resource per-
son Dr. Kewelelo Mero 
encouraged the pig farmers 
to use locally available veg-
etation for feeding purpose 
as it comes cheaper.

Dimapur, Nov. 9 (EMN): 
Deputy Commissioner 
Zunheboto Tridebish Roy 
donated a pair of  Sumi-
ne (long haired goat) to 
the department of  Animal 
Husbandry and Veterinary 
Services (AH&VS) on Nov. 
8.

In a brief  formal pro-
gramme, DC handed over 
a pair of  male and female 
goat (the female about 2 
months pregnant) to the 
Chief  Veterinary Officer, 
Zunhebot in presence of  
the SDO (C), Namang Se-
pong Chang and other of-
ficials of  the department.

Chief  Veterinary Of-
ficer Zunheboto Dr. Toshi 
Aier in his speech expressed 
happiness and gratitude on 
behalf  of  the department to 
DC for gifting the animal. 
He said this gesture is not 

Dimapur, Nov. 9 (EMN): Parlia-
mentary Secretary for Industries 
& Commerce and NIDC Amenba 
Yaden has expressed shock and 
sadness over the demise of  Ben-
dangtoshi Longkumer, OSD to 
the Govt. of  Nagaland and MD, 
NIDC Ltd.

In a condolence message, Ya-
den said Longkumer was a strong 
yet humble person, always focused 
and determined in his duties, a 
leader and mentor to many of  his 
colleagues and all those around 
him. He was a huge asset to the 
Govt. of  Nagaland and a dedi-
cated officer for the department in 
particular. 

Yaden expressed that his de-
mise is a great loss to the govern-
ment and society, and the vacuum 
created by his absence will be very 
hard to fill.  While conveying heart-
felt condolences, Yaden prayed to 
the Almighty to grant solace to the 
bereaved family and eternal peace 
to the departed soul.

while he was on the Holy land tour 
but miraculously back to life. “After 
his miraculous resurrection, he was 

visited by the angels in his dream 
on several occassion who took him 
to various places. He was brought 
over to Kiphire town in his dreams 
and the angels pointed out that his 
work was pending in the same town, 
that he should complete the work 
assigned to him as time was running 
out” said the convenor. 

The crusade is being organised 
and sponsored by the Yahweh Em-
power Stature(YES) Trustee Board 
Kohima, Mr. And Mrs. Vibeilietuo 
Kets, a couple who are celebrating 
their two anniversaries (50 years of  
age and 25 years of  marriage). 

Rev. Dr. Neivotso Neikha and 
Mezhusevi Zutso will be the speak-
ers of  the crusade in the following 
days.

only showing respect and 
encouragement to the de-
partment in particular but 
also shows the importance 
of  animal to the people in 
general. He also said the 

act of  generous contribu-
tion made by DC will go 
down the history in the 
development of  “Sumi-ne” 
preservation in the days to 
come. 

The CVO said scien-
tists and researchers from 
various institutes and uni-
versities took keen interest 
and studied about the long 
haired goat’s phenotypic 

characteristics and genetic 
makeup. He also informed 
that the state department 
of  AH&VS put all its ef-
fort and took active initia-
tives and perused govt. of  

India for registration of  
this particular animal as 
a breed. Finally, he said 
the National Bureau of  
Animal Genetic Resources 
(NBAGR) has confirmed 
and recognised it as a breed 
and named officially as 
“Sumi-ne”.

The DC expressed his 
happiness to the depart-
ment for accepting his 
humble gift. He said that 
the gesture was not done 
for the sake of  advertise-
ment but to encourage and 
let the department take 
care, preserve and propa-
gate “this highly valued 
animal so that it doesn’t 
gets extinct for the coming 
generations.”

The programme con-
cluded with handing and 
taking over of  the animal, 
the release infromed. 

a sustainable institutions of  the 
rural poor, capable of  accessing 
and delivering financial and 
livelihood services to the poor 
within their community. 

He informed that the ToT is 
to create knowledge based on 
the SRLM and to disseminate 
the same to the community 
institutions through trained 
human resource in the state. 
Accordingly, he said the pro-
motion of  higher level federa-
tion in Nagaland will be phased 
over a period of  2 years towards 
intensive trainings and learning 
experiences for both the State 
Mission and the community. 

He further said the success 
of  developing sustainable insti-
tutions in each designated dis-
trict lies in the commitment and 
diligence of  the mission staff  
where indigenous representa-
tion of  human resource (staff) 
is the mandate of  NSRLM.

 Dimapur, Nov. 9: The Naga-
land State Rural Livelihoods 
Mission (NSRLM) organised 
three day Training of  Trainers 
(ToT) on promotion of  federa-
tions for NSRLM trainees from 
Nov. 6 to 9. 

The training programme is 
for promotion of  higher level 
federations in all blocks under 
the 9 NRLM districts as sus-
tainable community institu-
tions. Self  Help Groups (SHGs) 
and Village Level Organizations 
(VLOs) would eventually come 
under these cluster or block 
level federations for more ef-
fective functioning as a unit 
comprising of  member units. 
Block Level Federations (BLFs) 
have already been formed in 
some of  the districts, informed 
NSRLM. 

In his keynote address, COO 
(Programs), M Rollan Lotha 
spoke on the importance of  

Candles for DeMo victims

National Students’ Union of India (NL) observes a candle light service to pay homage to citizens 
across India who had lost their lives in the aftermath of Demonetisation.
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(L) Doctor examining a patient during a medical camp in Mokokchung on the occasion of Legal Services Day on November 9.  (R) DC Wokha flagging off the walkathon.

State home minister, Y Patton, takes salute from the new recruits at the 64th batch passing out attestation 
parade at the NAPTC ground, Chumuokedima, on November 9.

Trainees from Indo-Myanmar block pose for a group photo with the resource person at the valedictory programme.

Sumwang Wangsa Punyo Rika

State

508 commissioned into armed forces

TGPU (C) contradicts KPU’s claimPCW to organise peace prog.

SSP cadets crack 
UPSC NDA exam

DC Wokha thanks DPDB members

People from border areas undergo stone cutting training

HCV treatment made affordableState observes Legal Service Day
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Our Correspondent
Kohima, Nov. 9 (EMN): 
Treatment of  Hepatitis 
C Virus (HCV) has be-
come affordable at much 
cheaper rate costing Rs 
5000 per month with high 
percentage of  cure rate of  
90% unlike the past years 
with high treatment cost 
between Rs 4-5 lakh for six 
months.

This announcement 
was made by Ketholelie 
Angami, secretary of  Hep-
atitis Coalition of  Naga-
land (HepCon) during an 
orientation meeting held 
on HBV and HCV at Hotel 
Japfü this evening. 

WHO has coined viral 
hepatitis as a ‘viral time 
bomb,’ which today not 
only affects the Injecting 
Drug Users (IDUs) as peo-
ple commonly believe but 
the virus has shown its 
presence among the popu-
lace of  the State in the re-
cent years.

Hepatitis C has always 
been an area of  concern 
for the people of  Nagaland 
and become a public health 
concern. Hepatitis C is cur-
able with treatment lasting 
from 6 months to 1 year. 
However, it was learned 
that people continue to 

die of  a preventable and 
curable disease because of  
lack of  awareness and high 
treatment cost.

Taking into considera-
tion the urgent need to ad-
dress the viral of  HCV and 
HBV and without much 
support from the govern-
ment,  the programme 
was jointly organised by 
Nagaland Users Network 
(NUN), HepCon and Ac-
cess tor Rights of  Knowl-
edge (ARK). It was attend-
ed by members from NUN, 
NNP+, FPAI and pharma-
ceutical companies.

To facilitate accessibil-
ity for both testing and 
medicines for those who 
need it, a one-stop facility 
centre is being worked out, 
which will be operational 
within two weeks, it was in-
formed. Initial test will be 
done free of  cost at Family 
Planning Association of  
India (FPAI), Nagaland 
branch, Daklane, and fur-
ther test at Kohima Di-
agnostic Centre, Lerie, at 
minimal cost of  Rs 1800.

Earlier with no avail-
ability of  medicines at any 
pharmacists in Kohima, it 
has become a huge chal-
lenge for those people af-
fected with the viral hepa-

titis, who had procured 
medicines from Guwahati 
and Imphal through cou-
rier services.

Now, people can pro-
cure the medicines for 
treatment at FPAI Repro-
ductive Health and Family 
Planning Clinic (RHFPC), 
Daklane.

A physician from Bethel 
Medical Centre, Dr. K Asa 
Savino, has highlighted in 
brief  on how to manage 
HCV. He also informed 
that 170 million people are 
infected with HCV where 
progression of  the viral 
hepatitis to cirrhosis occurs 
in 20% of  affected patients 
after 20 years.

While the epidemic 
continues to spread rap-
idly in the recent years, 
Angami lamented on the 
absence of  any documen-
tation and mechanism to 
address this issue with lit-
tle or no response from 
the State government, civil 
organisations and other 
health sectors.

He emphasised on the 
need to strengthen and 
streamline the mechanism 
and also raising awareness 
about the viral hepatitis in 
order to address the health 
needs of  the people.

Staff Reporter 
Dimapur, Nov. 9 (EMN): 
A total 508 new recruits 
in the rank of  Constable 
were commissioned into 
the State armed forces, 
who were administered the 
oath of  allegiance at the 
passing out parade held on 
November 9 at the NAPTS 
ground, Chumoukedima.

The 508 new recruits 
would be posted in DEF/ 
PHQ/ INT/ PTS/ NPTO 
and Excise. The 64th batch 
newly recruited personnel 
displayed a spectacular 
attestation parade after a 
rigorous yearlong training 
session. 

State Home Minister, 
Y Patton, who was the 
chief  guest at the passing 
out ceremony, took the 
salute from the passed out 
contingents. 

In his speech, Patton re-
minded the newly recruited 
constables that they were 
entrusted with the respon-
sibility of  public guardian 
from this day.  

“In line with your mot-

to ‘security, service and 
sacrifice,’ you are now as-
signed with responsibilities 
to safeguard the life of  the 
people, to safeguard the 
properties of  the public 
even to the extent of  sac-
rificing your own life in 
the service of  the people,” 
motivated the legislator.   

Exhorting the new re-
cruits, he said they have 
become an important and 
responsible person in the 
eyes of  the society, adding 
they cannot live casually as 
they were before. 

“You have to live a 
watchful life for the secu-
rity of  the people and you 
are expected to lead an ac-
countable life,” remarked 
Patton.

“There are thousands 
of  educated youth who 
aspire to enter into police 
service and who are more 
determined to render their 
outmost services for the 
welfare and security of  
the people but they cannot 
avail the opportunity as 
you are.  Therefore, you 

should keep in mind that 
you are the most fortunate 
ones and dedicate your life 
in the service of  the peo-
ple,” Patton conveyed. 

Conveying that he was 
aware many of  them who 
joined as constable are 
highly qualified, the home 
minister expressed opti-
mism that they have joined 
the service with a commit-
ment to serve the people. 

He urged upon those 
qualified constables to be a 
source of  inspiration to the 
common people in the so-
ciety. “Your determination 
and loyalty will surely pay 
a dividend in your future,” 
the legislator said. 

The home minister also 
applauded the recruits for 
the successful completion 
of  their yearlong train-
ing and acknowledged the 
police officers for render-
ing selflessly in imparting 
strenuous training courses. 
Eight outstanding newly 
recruited constables were 
awarded at the ceremonial 
attestation parade.

Wokha, Nov. 9 (EMN): 
Pe a c e  C o u n t  Wo k h a 
(PCW) has announced to 
organise the third peace 
programme on November 
10 and 11 at Don Bosco 
Higher Secondary School 
ground on the theme ‘Peace 
within, peace outside.’

The two-day event will 
have painting competition 
for students of  Classes 

VII and VIII, poetry for 
students of  Classes IX 
and X, essay writing for 
students of  Classes XI 
and above. The essay writ-
ing will be based on the 
theme. Besides, there will 
be football for peace tour-
nament. There will be 
cash prizes for the winners 
and citations for all the 
participants.

Dimapur, Nov. 9 (EMN): 
Central Tesophenyu Group 
Public Union (TGPU-C) 
has contradicted the state-
ment of  Kandi Public Un-
ion (KPU) which claimed 
to be the biggest group and 
with highest population of  
13,762.

TGPU (C) president, 
Gwachung Chung, and the 
joint secretary, S Soyhun-
lo Seb, have clarified that 
six villages forming Kandi 
Public Union (KPU) has a 
population of 10230, while 
Kithagha Public Organisa-
tion (KPO) of three villages 
with 4,713, and Tesophenyu 
Group Public Union (Cen-
tral) of  four village with 
13,667 population. 

It argued that even if  
head count is conducted 
openly and physically, 
Kandinu group will nev-
er surpass the population 
of  Tesophenyu group. It, 
therefore, urged the con-
cerned department which 
had taken the mentioned 
population census to rectify 
immediately. It added that 
Tesophenyu group would 
not remain a silent spectator 
and let others to manipulate 
the department with faulty 
population figure. 

TGPU (C) further ap-
pealed to Kandi Public Un-
ion not to jeopardise and 
create ugly situation but 
promote harmony, peace 
and friendly environment 

among northern Rengmas. 
It also appealed to allow 
construction of BDO Block 
office at the genuine demar-
cated site ascertained by 
Kithagha Public Organisa-
tion. 

“If  Kandinu public still 
feels that justice is not being 
accorded to them, an open 
debate with proper docu-
ments among the northern 
Rengma can be initiated 
rather than organising agita-
tion and imposing highway 
bandh causing unnecessary 
hardships and unwanted 
feelings upon our other 
Naga tribes,” the statement 
said. TGPU (C) appealed to 
always have friendly relation 
among northern Rengma.

Dimapur, Nov. 9 (EMN): 
Altogether 28 villagers 
from Indo-Myanmar bor-
der blocks have completed 
two months mechanised 
stone cutting and masonry 
training and availed multi-
ple blade stone cutting ma-
chines under Border Area 
Development Programme 
(BADP) capacity build-
ing/skill development pro-
gramme 2016-17.

Department of  Under-
developed Areas (DUDA) 
has been imparting vari-
ous training programmes 
since 2007-08 as part of  
human resource develop-
ment (HRD) programme. 
The training was conduct-
ed to enable the people 
living in the international 
border area villages for 
sustainability, livelihood 
and self-reliance through 
up-gradation and develop-
ment of  their skills. 

Under BADP capac-
ity building programme 
2016-17, some of  the skill 
development and human 
resource development pro-
grammes included beauty 
and well being, building 
construction (RCC), multi 
skill development training 
in welding and providing 
of  machines, Diploma in 
Computer Application 
(DCA), mother and child 
care with ambulance pro-
vision, apple farmers ex-
posure tour, OST and drug 

Dimapur, Nov. 9 (EMN): 
Adding feathers to its cap, 
two cadets of  2017-18 batch 
from Sainik School Pun-
glwa (SSP) have cleared the 
140 NDA/102 NA written 
examination conducted by 
UPSC in September.

The successful cadets 
were Sumwang Wangsa 
and Punyo Rika. 

Sainik schools conduct 
rigorous NDA classes, 
motivational lectures and 
exposures for cadets be-

sides various activities in 
the school which caters to 
their physical and mental 
well beings in order to en-
hance the confidence level 
to get entry into the defense 
forces of  the country. 

SSP has  expressed 
pride and happiness on 
their successful and hope 
that they would bring hon-
our to the school by clear-
ing the SSB and medical 
test to be conducted within 
a short time.

Dimapur, Nov 9 (EMN): 
Outgoing Deputy Com-
missioner and chairman 
of  Wokha District Plan-
ning and Development 
Board (DPDB), Wezope 
Kenye has thanked the 
board members for their 
support and cooperation 
during his tenure and urged 
them to extend the same 
to the in-coming officer/ 
administrator.

The Deputy Commis-
sioner said this during the 
monthly DPDB meeting 
on November 9 in the DC’s 
conference hall, Wokha. 

While reviewing the 

last meeting minutes, the 
DC informed those de-
partments which are yet to 
submit vehicle, drivers and 
employees list to do at the 
earliest.

The board also wel-
comed the new members 
namely Chief  Veterinary 
Officer, Dr. A Linyu and 
ADSO Lidemo Murry.

GHSS Bhandari and 
Land Resources Depart-
ment presented their de-
partmental activities in 
the meeting. DRDA was 
asked to give a power point 
presentation in the next 
meeting.

Dimapur, Nov. 9 (EMN): Com-
memorating the Legal Service Day, 
various District Legal Services Au-
thorities (DLSAs) launched a ten-
day campaign on the theme ‘Con-
necting to serve’ from November 9 
to 18. The campaign was launched 
with the aim to make public aware 
about the various functions and 
activities of  legal services author-
ity and availability of  free legal 
services. 

During the campaign, DLSAs 
would carry out activities such as 
door-to-door campaign, hoardings 
in public places, legal assistance 
desks, advertisement (print and 
electronic), walkathon/ cycle/ 
motorbike rallies etc, declamation, 
advertisement on State transport 
buses, NALSA documentaries, 
awareness camps and awareness 
in prisons.
WOKHA: To mark the occasion, 
Wokha District Legal Services 
Authority (WDLSA) organised a 
walkathon in Wokha town from 
Zero Point to Police Point. Fag-
ging off  the walkathon, Wezope 
Kenye, Deputy Commissioner, 
Wokha, encouraged the gathering 
to be legally aware of  their rights, 
duties and provisions. He thanked 
the WDLSA for their services and 
assured possible assistance from the 
administration. 

Also speaking on the occa-
sion, Mhao Humtsoe, Chairman 
of  Lotha Hoho, has appreciated 
WDLSA for reaching out to every-
one. He pointed out that ignorance 
of  law is no excuse and added that 
everyone should be aware of  the 
legal rights. 

Altogether 130 persons from 6 

schools, police personnel, DPRO 
staff, CWC members, SDO (C) 
Wokha, EAC Wokha, members of  
Wokha Bar Association along with 
Secretary WDLSA, panel lawyers 
and para legal volunteers took part 
in the walkathon.
MOKOKCHUNG: Mokokchung 
District Legal Services Author-
ity (MDLSA), in collaboration 
Imkongliba Memorial District 
Hospital, organised a one-day 
mental health camp at CHC, Man-
gkolemba.  

A team of  5 members with 
Dr. Yanger, psychiatrist of  Im-
kongliba Memorial District Hos-
pital, Mokokchung, and MDLSA 
panel lawyer examined the patients. 
Altogether 13 mentally ill persons 
were examined during the camp. 

MDLSA also organised legal 
awareness workshop at ADC (Plan-
ning) conference hall. 

The resource person and DDL-
SA retainer lawyer, Nathaniel 
Kevichusa, spoke on legal services 
authority and the various schemes 
under NALSA, while legal aid 
counsel and trainer NSLSA, Limat-
hung, spoke on cyber laws in India, 
and Limasenla Longkumer, legal 
aid counsel and trainer NSLSA, 
spoke on child labour and human 
trafficking.  
KOHIMA: Kohima District Legal 
Services Authority (KDLSA) has 
organised a celebration cum prize 
distribution programme in the 
DC’s conference hall.     

Delivering short speech, Shay-
ing Sheu, SDO (C), Judicial, la-
mented that public in the State 
finds it hard to consume the law. 
He hoped that the campaign would 

go a long way in imparting legal 
awareness.

Delivering keynote address 
and launching the campaign, Y 
Maongkaba Imchen, Principal 
District and Sessions Judge and 
Chairman KDLSA, said that con-
stitutional commitment for legal 
aid can only be cherished if  soci-
ety comes forward to care for the 
vulnerable section. He, therefore, 
urged the gathering to educate and 
create awareness amongst the less 
privileged and weaker sections of  
society.

The SDO gave away cash award 
and certificates to the winners of  
the essay writing competition on 
the topic “Child Rights.” The first 
position was bagged by Rakuonuo, 
Class VIII student of  Pinewood 
School, while the second position 
was won by Theja, Class IX student 
of  Mount Hermon Higher Second-
ary School, and the third position 
was won by Priscilla Tep, Class IX 
of  Baptist High. Six students were 
conferred consolation prize.
TUENSANG: Tuensang District 
Legal Services Authority distrib-
uted pamphlets on free and com-
petent legal aid during the closing 
ceremony of 25th edition of Loyem 
Memorial Senior Soccer Open 
Championship. 

Earlier, the pamphlet was re-
leased by Ngamen, Convener 25th 
edition of  Loyem Memorial Sen-
ior Soccer open championship. 
The pamphlets were distributed 
to around 5500 crowd and guest 
present at the ceremony. 
DIMAPUR: Dimapur Legal Serv-
ices Authority visited Central jail 
headed by Hukato Swu, Principal 

District and Sessions Judge and 
Chairman DDLSA. The DDLSA 
members held an interaction ses-
sion with the inmates, jailor and 
Assistant Jailor. 

DDLSA also put up hoardings 
around Dimapur and imparted 
legal awareness by handing out 
pamphlets and flyers.   
KIPHIRE: Kiphire District Legal 
Services Authority has organised 
legal awareness cum prize distribu-
tion in the DC’s conference hall.

Sedevikho Khro, Deputy Com-
missioner, Kiphire, gave away 
prizes to winners of  the essay writ-
ing competition held on November 
3 on ‘Childs Right.’ Ajungla and 
Suzi Sangtam of  Saramati View 
Modern High School won the 1st 
and 2nd prizes respectively. Pirila 
of  EL Beth won the 3rd prize.
PEREN: Peren District Legal Serv-
ices Authority also observed the 
Legal Services Day with the village 
functionaries in Kejanglwa village. 

Panel lawyer, Asungbe, spoke 
on Lok Adalat, Rights of  an ar-
rested person, while Italang, APP, 
spoke on Village Council Act, 
and Asuni, panel lawyer, spoke on 
domestic violence. Somet Chang, 
Chief  Judicial Magistrate and 
Secretary PDLSA, spoke on signifi-
cance of legal services day and legal 
services authority.
Zunheboto: Zunheboto District 
Legal Services Authority (ZDLSA) 
and Mon District Legal Services 
Authority (MDLSA) also organ-
ised legal awareness programmes 
in their respective district. To mark 
the occasion, Phek District Legal 
Services Authority also put up 
hoardings around Phek town.

de-addiction, mechanised 
stone cutting training and 
providing of  machines, 
bamboo/wood crafts and 
tailoring training.

Altogether more than 
300 villagers have been 
benefitted this year alone 
from all the various pro-
grammes of  the BADP 
capacity building and hu-
man resource development 
programmes. The ministry 
had approved Rs 250 lakh 
under capacity building/
skill development pro-
gramme 2016-17. 

Senti Ao, Secretary of  

DUDA, graced the val-
edictory function as the 
chief  guest on November 
6 at Kuda Tech Skill Cen-
tre, IIDC, Kiruphema, 
Kohima. In his address, 
he said the mechanised 
stone cutting and masonry 
training was categorically 
chosen due to the abun-
dant availability of  raw 
materials of  both sand-
stone and decorative and 
dimensional stone depos-
its in the Indo-Myanmar 
border areas. 

He stated that in order 
to inculcate the modern 

technology skill up-grada-
tion and output efficiency, 
the two months training 
was imparted to the 28 
local masons (trainees) 
to boost both production 
and value added products. 
The training course too 
covered machine applica-
tions, maintenance and 
products utility. 

He has appreciated the 
department for selecting 
one of  the best training 
institutes (Kuda Tech Skill 
Centre) located at IIDC, 
Kiruphema, Kohima, in 
collaboration with NTTC, 

Dimapur, which designed 
and manufactured mul-
tiple blade stone cutting 
mach ine.  He  has  ex -
pressed gratitude to both 
NTTC and Kuda Tech 
Skill Centre for provid-
ing all supports to make 
the training programme 
a grand success. He said 
the training programme 
was a direct benefit to the 
villages since the machine 
was given free of  cost to 
the villagers to make use 
of  it to generate/produce 
stone value added prod-
ucts either for own con-

struction or commercial 
purpose. 

He also urged upon 
the trainees to go back to 
their respective villages 
and be a torch bearers to 
teach the youth the skill 
they have learnt during the 
training.  The programme 
was chaired by KS An-
den Konyak, Director of  
DUDA, while the invoca-
tion prayer was said by 
Renao Lotha and short 
speech was delivered by 
Kevisetuo Rhitso, Prin-
cipal of  Kuda Tech Skill 
Centre.
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Hotels, restaurants body meets 
GST Council over tax rates

Arunachal integral part of 
India, government reasserts

Agitating students of 
ITI Takyelpat turns 
violent; no injury

7th pay panel benefits for Arunachal college, varsity teachers

No backer for separate 
state demand, IPFT to 
go it alone

‘Sexual harassment 
at workplace is about 
power, domination’

Assam Police 
arrests five militants

Elephant kills mahout 
in Tripura zoo

Draft memorandum of settlement approved at consultation meeting 

Last session of outgoing Tripura 
Assembly begins on Monday

KADCC protests GST

NF railway to standardise rakes to ease operational constraint

Flower show underway at 
Ukhrul town in Manipur

Guwahat i ,  Nov.  9  (PTI ) : 
The Federation of  Hotels & 
Restaurants Association of  India 
today said the body met with GST 
Council members, including state 
finance ministers, to press for 
rationalisation of tax rates for the 
industry.

“We have  met  the  GST 
Council, which was represented 
by the Union Revenue Secretary 
Hasmukh Adhia. We have also met 
a couple of state Finance Ministers 
separately and put forward our 
demands,” Federation of Hotels & 
Restaurants Association of  India 
(FHRAI) President Garish Oberoi 
told PTI.

The association is seeking 
reduction of GST to 12 per cent on 
all categories of  restaurants from 
the differential rates of  different 
segments, he added.

Currently, restaurants with no 
AC and no bar attract a GST of 12 
per cent, while all other restaurants 
fall under the 18 per cent bracket.

“We also heard a news that 
GST Council was planning to 
remove the input credit system for 
the restaurants. This will hurt the 
industry and it will be against the 
basic principle of GST. It will also 
increase the prices. We requested 
not to remove it,” Oberoi said.

“They have listened to us 

and almost agreed to it. They 
have assured us of  a favourable 
outcome,” he added.

Regarding the hotel segment, 
Oberoi said FHRAI demanded 
that the tax slab for the luxury 
category be brought down to 18 
per cent.

“We are losing market to other 
neighbouring nations.

Nobody wants to hold any big 
event in any big hotels in India.

We are no longer a competitor 
internationally. Nowhere in the 
world, the tax is as high as 28 per 
cent.

“They patiently listened to us 
on this demand also and assured 

us of  discussing it in the main 
meeting. They too felt it is very 
high at present,” he added.

FHRAI put forward another 
demand of  reclassifying the 
Integrated GST and allow the 
option to register a company at the 
place of business, Oberoi said.

“The officials, however, said it 
is as per the act.

There is a flaw in the act 
actually. To rectify this, the act has 
to be amended. So this demand is 
unlikely to be met immediately,” 
he added.

The GST Council is holding 
its two-day meet that began today 
in Guwahati.

New Delhi, Nov. 9 (IANS): 
After China expressed anger 
over Defence Minister 
Nirmala Sitharaman’s visit 
to Arunachal Pradesh earlier 
this month, the government 
on Thursday reasserted that 
the northeastern state is an 
integral part of India.

“A s  yo u  a l l  k n ow, 
Arunachal Pradesh is an 
integral part of  India,” 
External Affairs Ministry 
spokesperson Raveesh 
Kumar said in his weekly 
media briefing here. 

“Indian leaders have all 
the right and freedom to visit 
Arunachal Pradesh as they 
have to visit any other part of  
India,” he stated.

On Sunday, Sitharaman 
paid a visit to Army posts 
in remote Anjaw district of  
Arunachal Pradesh bordering 
China which considers the 
northeastern Indian state as 
its own and calls it South 
Tibet.

Accompanied by Indian 
Army officers, Sitharaman 
took stock of  the defence 
preparedness along the Line 
of Actual Control (LAC).

F o l l o w i n g  t h i s , 
Chinese Foreign Ministry 
spokesperson Hua Chunying 
said in Beijing that “we must 
be very clear about this that 
there is a dispute on the 
eastern section of  China-
India boundary”.

“This visit by the India 
side to the disputed area is 
not conducive to the peace 
and tranquility of the relevant 
region. We hope the Indian 
side will work with the 
Chinese side to continue 
to make a contribution to 
properly resolving the 
boundary issue through 
dialogue and create enabling 
atmosphere and condition 
for this,” Hua said. China 
expresses anger whenever 
any Indian minister or foreign 
dignitary visits Arunachal 
Pradesh. In April,  t ies 
between India and China took 
a hit when Tibetan spiritual 
leader the Dalai Lama visited 
Arunachal Pradesh.

Our Correspondent
Imphal, Nov. 9 (EMN): 
The agitation called upon 
by the students of Industrial 
Training Institute (ITI) 
Takyelpat, in the outskirt of  
Imphal, turned violent on 
Thursday as they set on fire 
two old cars parked inside 
their campus. 

However no injury was 
reported during the incident 
that took place within the 
camps of the institution.

The incident is said to 
have happened around  11 in 
the morning as per sources.

On hearing the news, 
a police team rushed to 
the area and managed to 
pacify the students besides 
controlling the fire. 

The  ag i ta t ion  was 
called by the students of  
ITI demanding adequate 
in f ras t r uc ture  o f  the 

institution including a well 
equipped laboratory and a 
full time principal. 

A sit in demonstration 
was also held within the ITI 
campus on Thursday. 

A c c o r d i n g  t o  t h e 
agitating students, they 
were compelled to resort 
the protest as the state 
government had failed to 
fulfil their demands.

“ We ’ve  s u b m i t t e d 
memorandum highlighting 
our grievances to the higher 
authorities of  the state 
including the Chief Minister. 
But no action has been taken 
up so far,” a student leader 
lamented.

Meanwhile a team of  
police from Imphal West 
district continued to monitor 
the situation by deploying 
a team at the gate of  the 
institution. 

Itanagar, Nov. 9 (PTI): 
Arunachal Pradesh Chief  
Minister Pema Khandu 
today announced to extend 
the benefits of  7th Central 
Pay Commission (CPC) to 
the teachers of colleges and 
universities.

K h a n d u ,  w h i l e 
inaugurating a programme 
at Dera Natung Government 
College here, said the matter 

will be examined by the 
education department and 
implemented at the earliest.

Noting that faculty 
shortage was a common 
p r o b l e m  i n  s e v e r a l 
government colleges, he 
said, the state has created 
130 new posts for teaching 
and non-teaching staff in 29 
higher education institutes.

“The state government 

is putting emphasis on 
quality education and 
every effort will be made to 
address manpower shortage 
and infrastructure-related 
problems,” the chief minister 
said.

Khandu also assured to 
sanction funds for building 
a boundary wall around 
the college campus and 
installing a transformer for 

power cuts.
He congratulated the 

editorial board members of  
a college research journal, 
which was released on the 
occasion.

In his advice to the 
students, the chief minister 
asked them to make good 
use of  social media and 
participate in social welfare 
activities.

Agartala, Nov. 9 (PTI): The IPFT, an anti-left 
tribal based party, today said it has decided not 
to forge alliance with any party for the Assembly 
election due next year as none agreed to their 
demand for a separate tribal state.

The Indigenous People’s Front of Tripura has 
long been campaigning for a separate Twipraland 
for tribals by carving out the Tripura Tribal Areas 
Autonomous District Council.

“No political party in the state has agreed to 
the separate state demand raised by our party. So, 
we have decided to contest elections alone and 
would not forge alliance with any party,” IPFT 
president N C Debbarma told reporters.

Tribals form one third of the state’s population 
of 37 lakh and the demanded Twipraland would 
constitute two third of the state’s territory.

The elections for the 60-member Assembly is 
due in February next year. In the 2013 election, 
the CPI-M won all the 20 seats reserved for tribals.

Debbarma said his party was waiting since 
July this year for other parties to support the 
separate state demand but in vain.

The IPFT president said a party delegation 
led by him had met Union Home Minister 
Rajnath Singh last week in Delhi and demanded 
a tripartite talk on Twipraland for which they have 
been campaigning since 2009.

Singh, he said, assured the delegation that a 
letter would be sent to the government of Tripura 
for their opinion on tripartite talks.

Guwahati, Nov. 9 (PTI): 
Sexual harassment is a 
form of  violence of  the 
fundamental rights of  
women to gender equality, 
said Reena George, National 
Head,  Advocacy  and 
Legal Cell of  Ficci Ladies 
Organisation (FLO) at a 
panel discussion.

“Sexual harassment in 
the workplace is all about 
power and domination. 
Women have the right to 
work with dignity and 
without discrimination in 
a safe environment,” said 
George at the interactive 
s e s s i o n  a n d  p a n e l 
discussion on ‘Sexual 
Harassment of  Women at 
Workplace’ organised by 
FLO North East Chapter 
last evening.

Responding to questions 
on how to prove sexual 
harassment at workplace, 
she replied, “how to prove 
is the problem. It is quite 
unlikely that a lady would 
remember on what date at 

what time somebody put 
his hand on her.The Sexual 
Harassment at Workplace 
(Prevention, Prohibition 
and Redressal) Act, 2013 
takes away the spirit of the 
Vishaka Guidelines”.

In 1997, the Supreme 
Court had passed a landmark 
judgment in the Vishaka case 
laying down guidelines to be 
followed by establishments 
in dealing with complaints 
about sexual harassment 
at workplace and it was 
superseded in 2013 by the 
and were superseded in 2013 
by the Sexual Harassment 
Act. “The objective of  
having the programme is 
to spread awareness about 
Sexual Harassment at 
Workplace (Prevention, 
Prohibition and Redressal) 
Act, 2013 whereby women 
are empowered to protect 
themselves from sexual 
harassment at workplace,” 
said Prabidita Bharati, 
Chairperson FLO North 
East Chapter.

Morigaon (Assam), Nov. 9 (PTI): Liberation 
Army (TLA), and three rebels of Garo National 
liberation Army (GNLA) were arrested from 
Salang area of  Meghalaya, an Assam Police 
officer said here today.

Acting on a tip-off, a police team from 
Morigaon district and security forces from 
neighbouring Meghalaya jointly nabbed the five 
militants last night, Morigaon, Superintendent 
of Police, Swapnanil Deka told reporters.

The militants were camping at Salang area 
of Meghalaya with a view to do arms training 
there, Deka said.

Self  styled ‘commander’ of  TLA, Motilal 
Deori had issued an extortion note to Tiwa 
Autonomous Council, Chief  Executive 
Member (CEM) Paban Manta demanding 
Rs 50 lakh, the SP said, adding based on the 
CEM’s FIR police launched the operation 
against the ultras.

Agartala, Nov. 8 (IANS): A 50-year-
old mahout was trampled to death by 
an elephant on Wednesday in Tripura’s 
Sipahijala wildlife sanctuary and zoo 
near here, officials said.

“Khalil Mia and his colleague were 
nurturing two tuskers and suddenly one 
of them attacked the mahout. Though 
the mahout was taken to hospital, his 
life could not be saved,” a sanctuary 
official said. He said that the Sipahijala 
wildlife sanctuary and zoo authority 
has decided that following this incident, 
some additional steps would be taken 
after taking advice from the wildlife 
experts to prevent such incidents in 
future. Sprawled on 18.27 square km of  
land, Sipahijala wildlife sanctuary and 
zoo, which came up in 1976, attracts 
thousands of tourists every year.

Aizawl,  Nov.  9  (PTI) : 
The draft  Memorandum 
of  Sett lement (MoS) or 
f r a m e w o r k  a g r e e m e n t 
proposed to be signed between 
Mizoram government and the 
Hmar People’s Convention 
(Democratic) was approved 
at the consultation meeting 
of  the Hmar community, 
HPC(D) leaders said today.

The leaders  said the 

consultation meeting was 
held yesterday at Mizoram-
Manipur border Sakawrdai 
village. The meeting was 
convened by the ‘Hmar 
Inpui’ or Supreme House 
of  the Hmar community 
and  cha i red  by  Jose ph 
Lalrothanga, president of  
the Hmar Inpui.

The meeting also approved 
the draft Sinlung Hills Council 

Bill, 2017 which is required to 
be approved by the Mizoram 
Council of  Ministers before 
its introduction in the state 
legislature.

Official level peace talks 
between the government and 
the HPC (D) delegation held 
since August 10 last year 
concluded on September 22 
last and the political level 
talks was proposed to be held 

during the last part of  this 
year.

T h e  H P C  ( D )  l e d 
by H Zosangbera and the 
government were optimistic 
about the outcome of the talks 
to end the Hmar imbroglio.

However, the efforts to 
include the HPC(D) faction 
led by Lalhmingthanga 
Sanate, based in Assam had 
not bore any results so far.

Agartala, Nov. 9 (IANS): The 
last session of  the outgoing 
Tripura Assembly, prior to the 
state going to polls in February 
next year, will begin here on 
Monday, Deputy Speaker of  
the House Pabitra Kar said on 
Thursday.

“The session would be held 
for two days and it would be 
the last session of  the outgoing 
assembly before the February 
(2018) elections,” Kar told IANS 
after the Business Advisory 
Committee meeting.

The advisory committee, 
which is headed by Assembly 

Speaker Ramendra Chandra 
Debnath, on Thursday finalised 
the schedule of  the assembly 
session. The Left-ruled Tripura 
would see elections in February 
next year, along with Congress-
ruled Meghalaya and Naga 
People’s Front-led Democratic 
Alliance of  Nagaland-governed 
Nagaland. The Democratic 
Alliance is supported by the 
Bharatiya Janata Party.

The five-year terms of  the 
Meghalaya, Nagaland and 
Tripura assemblies would expire 
next year on March 6, 13 and 14, 
respectively.

Our Correspondent
Diphu, Nov. 9 (EMN): 
Karbi Anglong  District 
Cong res s  Commi t t ee 
(KADCC) burnt the effigies 
of  India, Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi, Assam 
Chief Minister Sarbananda 
Sonowal and Assam State 
Finance Minister, Himanta 
Biswa Sharma on Nov. 11 
along the Diphu-Manja 
road.

While talking to Eastern 
Mirror correspondent,  
former MLA,  Bidyasing 
Engleng said,  ‘we condemn 
the  BJP Gover nment 
for imposing GST in the 

country that ruins the Indian 
economy and also brought 
many stumbling block for the 
common people, besides that 
we also condemn against the 
arrest of ex-Chief Minister 
of  Assam Tarun Gogoi, 
former Minister Ripun 
Bora and other 40 members 
of  Congress leaders on 
Nov. 8, 2017 during the 
demonstration against GST 
and Demonetisation.’

F o r m e r  M L A 
K l e n g d u n  E n g t i  a n d 
K A D M C C  P r e s i d e n t 
Kasang Terangpi  and 
Congress leaders attended 
during the protest.

Dimapur, Nov. 9 (EMN):  To ease 
the operational constraints and 
ensure better availability of rakes for 
the running of trains on time, the NF 
Railway is going for standardisation 
of rakes, informed NF Railway chief  
PRO Pranav Jyoti Sharmah in a 
press note.

“By this, any train can be made 
ready for departure even when its 
incoming link rake is delayed for 
some reason or the other. Every 
incoming rake requires a time of at 
least 7 hours for thorough inspection 
and cleaning of the pit line. If  the 
incoming rake is late, an identical 
rake of  the same composition can 
be used to run the service. Thus 
punctuality can be ensured” detailed 
the press note received here.

For the interest of  rail users as 
well as for maintaining punctuality 
of  trains, six rakes of  train 
no.15960/15969 Dibrugarh-Howrah 
Express, 12526-12525 Dibrugarh-
Coimbatore Express and 15906-
15905 Dibrugarh-Kanyakumari 
Express with composition of 2 nos.

SLR, 5 nos. General second class, 
1 no.AC two tier, 3 nos. AC three 
tier, 11 nos. Sleeper class and 1 no. 
pantry car coaches; while four rakes 
of train no. 15903-15904 Dibrugarh-
Chandigarh Express,15930-15929 
Dibrugarh-Madras Express and 
15933-15934 Dibrugarh-Amritsar 
Express with the composition of 2 
nos. SLR, 2 nos. General second 
class, 1 no.AC two tier, 4 nos. AC 
three tier, 13 nos. sleeper class and 
1 no. pantry car coaches, Dibrugarh 
based trains have already been 
standardised.

Four rakes of  Guwahati-
based train no. 15648/15647 
Guwahat i -Lokmanya  Ti lak 
Terminus Express, 15630/15629 
Guwahati-Madras Express and 
15646-15645 Guwahati- Lokmanya 
Tilak Terminus Express with the 
composition of  2 nos.SLR, 2 nos. 
General second class, 1 no.AC 
two tier, 4 nos. AC three tier, 
13 nos. sleeper class and 1 no. 
Pantry car coaches as well as two 
rakes of  train no.15624/15623 

Kamakhya-Bhagat ki kothi Express 
and 15655/15656 Kamakhya- Shri 
Mata Vaishno Devi Katra Express 
with the composition of 2 nos.Chair 
car, 6 nos.General second class, 6 
nos.Sleeper class , 2nos. AC two 
tier , 4 nos. AC three tier coaches; 
along with 15620/1519 Kamakhya-
Gaya and 15621/15622 Kamakhya-
Anand Vihar Expresswith the 
composition of 2 nos. SLR, 2 nos.
General second class , 1 no.AC two 
tier , 2 nos.AC three tier  and 8 nos. 
Sleeper class coaches have been 
standardised.

In the next phase it has been 
notified to standardise six rakes 
of  Guwahati-based train no. 
12505/12506 Guwahati-Anand 
Vihar Express, 15651-15652, 
15653/15654 Guwahati-Jammu 
Tawi Express with the composition 
of 2 nos. SLR, 2nos. general second 
class, 1 no. AC two tier,2 nos. AC 
three tier , 8 nos. Sleeper class 
coaches  together with four rakes of  
train no. 12508/12507, 12516/12515 
Guwahati-Trivandrum Express, 

15636/15635 Guwahati-Okha 
E x p r e s s  a n d  1 2 5 1 4 / 1 2 5 1 3 
Guwahati-Secunderabad Express 
with the composition of 2 nos.SLR, 
2 nos.General second class, 1 no.AC 
two tier, 4 nos. AC three tier, 13 nos. 
sleeper class and 1 no. Pantry car 
coaches. 

In addition to these, the press 
note stated that Kamakhya-based 
two rakes of train no. 15668/15667 
Kamakhya-Gandhidham Express, 
2 2 5 1 2 / 2 2 5 1 3  K a m a k h y a - 
Lokmanya Tilak Terminus Express 
have been notified for standardisation 
with composition of 2 nos.SLR, 2 
nos.General second class , 1no. AC 
two tier , 4 nos.AC three tier ,10 
nos. sleeper class and 1 no.Pantry 
car coaches. Similarly, two rakes of  
train no. 15640/15643 Kamakhya-
Puri Express and 82506/82505 
Kamakhya-Pune Express are also 
notified for standardisation with the 
composition of  2 nos.SLR, 4 nos. 
General second class , 1 no.AC two 
tier , 2 n AC three tier and 8 nos. 
sleeper class coaches.

Our Correspondent
Imphal, Nov. 9 (EMN): In 
a move to bring forth the 
importance and awareness 
of  the indigenous and 
endangered species, a five 
day ‘f lower show’ was 
inaugurated at Ukhrul town, 
80km north east of Imphal 
on Wednesday.

The event which is 
being held with the motto 
“Nourish to Flourish”, 
is creative, colourful and 
musical and is organised by 
Ukhrul Flower Society in 
collaboration with the Krishi 
Vigyan Kendra Ukhrul.

Inaugurating the festival, 
DIG Manipur Police IK 
Muivah encouraged the 
flower farmers to cultivate 
flowers that has commercial 
values. He also called for 
more researches to explore 
the medicinal values of the 
different flower species in 
the district as well as the 
other aromatic plants found 
in abundance at the district. 
Floriculture has immense 
potent ia l  to  generate 
handsome income for the 
florists as well as add to the 
per capita income of  the 
State.

Flor is ts  represents 
c h u r c h e s,  l o c a l i t i e s , 
organizations, societies and 
activists. 

I t  d i sp layed f lora l 
d e s i g n s,  o r n a m e n t a l 
miniatures, hanging baskets, 
o rch ids,  hor t i cu l tu re 
specimen, indigenous and 
exotic varieties. 

Horticulturists shared 
t h e i r  k n o w l e d g e  o f  
floriculture while the locals 
participated in the show 
with great enthusiasm. A 
souvenir was also released 

in connection with the 
inaugural function.

Meanwhile informing 
that everything from an art 
festival to a garden flower 
adorned the show, PRO 
Assam Rifles (South) in its 
release issued here said that 
Assam Rifles associating 
itself  with the local people 
of  Ukhrul supported the 
creative talent and provided 
a platform to promote them 

so that they can be nurtured 
for a better future. 

The prize distribution 
ceremony will be held on 
Nov. 12, where individual 
winners and organisations 
will be felicitated. The 
c o m p e t i t i o n  w i l l  b e 
awarded with a cash prize 
of   Rs 50,000 for first 
prize, Rs 25,000 and Rs 
10,000 for second and third 
respectively.
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Advisor of DUDA & NEPED, S Pangnyu Phom, releasing the souvenir during the GHS, Namching, golden 
jubilee celebration on November 8.

Winners of the speech competition pose for a group photo with the faculty members on November 9.

Officials of Indian Oil Corporation at the launching of 5 kg FTL 
cylinders in Chumukedima on November 8.

Sakus College organises speech contest

Gariphema village undertakes tour

IOC launches 5 kg LPG in State

NStCB organises financial 
literacy prog. in Jalukie

Health camp conducted in Menchuka

GHS Namching celebrates golden jubilee

Dimapur, Nov. 9 (EMN): 
In commemoration of  Vig-
ilance Awareness Week, 
Sakus Mission College, Di-
mapur, conducted a speech 
competition on the theme 
‘My vision, corruption free 
India’ in the college audito-
rium on November 9. The 
competition was sponsored 
by North Eastern Develop-
ment Finance Corpora-

tion Limited (NEDFi), 
Dimapur.

Out of  10 participants, 
Dainel of  BA 6th Semes-
ter bagged the best orator 
award, while Akashe and 
Bendangkumla of  BA 6th 
Semester secured second 
and third places respec-
tively.

The programme was 
chaired by Asenla Yanger, 

Assistant Prof. of  English, 
while Vimeyiel Richa, man-
ager of  NEDFI, Dimapur 
Branch, in his address mo-
tivated the students to work 
hard and to start the change 
from one self. 

The programme con-
cluded with a vote of  
thanks delivered by Detono 
Tepa, assistant manager 
NEDFi.

Dimapur, Nov 9 (EMN): A mul-
ti-speciality medical camp was 
organised at Advance Landing 
Ground (ALG) in Menchuka, 
wherein a joint team of  doctors 
from Air Force Hospital Jorhat 
and Menchuka Military Garrison 
comprising of  medical, surgical, 
eye, ENT, skin, paediatrician and 

gynaecologist provided medical 
advice and treatment to the local 
populace of  Menchuka and neigh-
bouring villages. 

Approximately 500 residents 
who attended the camp were 
treated. The medical camp was 
highly appreciated by the residents 
of  Menchuka.

Dimapur, Nov. 9 (EMN): 
Government High School 
in Namching celebrated its 
golden jubilee on November 
8 with the Advisor DUDA 
and NEPED, S Pangnyu 
Phom as the chief guest.

Speaking on the occa-
sion, the chief  guest urged 
upon the gathering to pay 
tribute to the pioneers who 
have ventured and devoted 
their lives to establish the 
school in order to bring 
education to the region. He 
encouraged the teachers 
and the faculty members 
to carry forward the good 
deeds sown by the founding 
members with rededication 
to uplift the institution and 
impart quality education to 
the children and produce 
good leaders. He also ex-
pected cent percent pass 
result in the coming HSLC 
examination.    

Pangnyu said he was 
happy to grace two impor-
tant remarkable occasions 
of  the school as the chief  
guest during upgradation 
programme from GMS 
to GHS on November 30, 
2010, and golden jubilee 
celebration of the school on 
November 8, 2017. 

Kohima, Nov. 9 (EMN): Ga-
riphema Village Council along 
with the VDB and Gariphema 
village watershed committee and 
Tuophema village watershed com-
mittee undertook a one-day farm-
ers training cum exposure tour to 
Wokha district on November 4.

Altogether twenty four member 
team of the two village visited the 
sugarcane plantation project at 

Longsachung village, coffee planta-
tion and rubber plantations project 
in Wokha village. The team also 
visited Doyang Hydro project.

The one-day farmers train-
ing and exposure programme 
was facilitated by DPO of  Land 
Resources Department, Wokha, 
Tepunol Yore under PMKSY-
IWMP, Department of  Land 
Resources. 

Dimapur, Nov. 9 (EMN): Nagaland State Cooperative Bank 
Ltd. Has organised financial literacy awareness on cooperatives 
in association with ARCS, Peren, at Jalukie on November 7. 

Zamdi Domta, Board Director for Peren district, spoke 
on the importance of having good relationship with the bank 
by way of deposits and recovery of loan in time. He urged the 
cooperative societies to revive themselves into a profit making 
societies and avail various scheme available with the govern-
ment. Bisinle, ARCS Peren, spoke on cooperative movement 
in Nagaland, cluster farming, organic farming etc. She also 
advised the cooperative societies to maintain proper books 
of accounts for which the department is providing various 
training at CTC Medziphema. She also encouraged having 
cooperative society in each village for better coverage and to 
uplift the economy rural people.

VK Disong, Manager (FIC), spoke on how the societies 
should maintain their books of accounts, mandatories and 
importance of holding annual general meeting. He urged the 
societies to revive themselves into a profit making societies.

Thenuvisa Luho, senior manager, chaired the function and 
also delivered the vote of thanks, while the keynote address was 
delivered by N Ramwang Chewang, DGM (Cr and Rvy).

Dimapur,  Nov 9 (EMN): 
The sale of  Indane 5 kg free 
trade LPG at retail outlets was 
launched for the first time in 
Nagaland at Rashmi Filling Sta-
tion, Chumukedima, Dimapur, 
under Tinsukia Divisional Of-
fice, Indian Oil Corporation.

The event was attended by 
Ranjit Borgohain, DGM LPG 
Sales, Tinsukia Area Office; Z 
Lhungdim, Chief  Plant Man-
ager, Dimapur Bottling Plant; 
along with host of  officials from 
Indian Oil.

The 5 kg FTL cylinders can 
be purchased at the rate of  Rs 
1317.50 which will be a onetime 
payment for cylinder and LPG 
and subsequent LPG refill at the 
rate of  Rs 373.50 subjected to 
monthly price revision.

He announced that the 
proposal for construction 
of National Highways from 
Mokokchung district via 
Mongtikang, Namching, 
Pongo and Longphang to 
Mon and Tuensang dis-
tricts has been approved 
by the cabinet. He said the 
highway would benefit not 
only the Phom people but 
also the Konyaks and the 
Changs. He further urged 

upon the people to maintain 
cordial relationship among 
the Phom community and 
other neighbouring tribes 
to promote good connectiv-
ity and development in the 
region.      

SDO Civil, Longleng, D 
Robin, lauded the pioneers 
for their noble service of  
bringing education to the 
people at their door step. He 
said although the pioneer 

might not be highly edu-
cated but have the wisdom 
and knowledge to guide and 
lead in the right directions. 

He urged the teachers 
and the school authority to 
transform the dreams and 
visions of  the pioneer into 
reality through their hard 
work and dedication. 

DEO Longleng, in his 
exhortation, appealed to 
the head master, school 

authority and the VEC to 
take full ownership of  the 
school and play a vital role 
for the uplift of  the school. 
He pointed out that govern-
ment schools no longer be-
long to the government but 
to the respective community 
under the Village Educa-
tion Committee (VEC). 
He added that the destiny 
of  the school depends on 
the service provided by the 
VEC and the community 
along with the board of  
management. 

Short speeches were 
delivered by the pioneers 
of  the school namely K 
Apisungba- retired PA 
to DC; Shokleu- GB; N 
Namlei- former GB; and 
Angteng- Head GB. The 
invocation and welcome ad-
dress were said by Y Atang, 
pastor of PBC, and Hadok 
Phom, chairman jubilee 
planning board, and the 
vote of  thanks was pro-
posed by the head master N 
Shauhong Phom. 

The school was estab-
lished in 1967 and upgraded 
to GMS on April 8, 1973, 
and finally upgraded to 
GHS on November 30, 
2010.

NStCB and ARCS officials after the financial literary awareness programme in Jalukie on 
November 7.
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Draw the Line

T
he rise and the popularity of  Non Governmental 
Organisations have seen an increase globally since 
the 1990s. These organisations now play bigger 
roles in the policy making processes of  govern-

ments across the world including the international intergov-
ernmental organisations like the UNO. Even in Nagaland 
the term came into vogue from the nineties but the confusion 
over the role of  these organisations exists. Although it might 
have been a misnomer, but initially all these organisations in 
Nagaland were referred to as NGOs. It is only very recently 
that the definitions of  the terms became clearer and the or-
ganisations are now clubbed together in the broader term; 
civil society. 

The rise in civil society organisations in Nagaland may 
be attributed to some extent to the increase in the Naga na-
tionalistic fervour among the people with the coming of  
the armed groups back from the neighbouring countries. 
Concurrently, the liberalisation of  markets in India in 1991 
would be another reason which had far reaching effects on 
the people than accounted for. The sudden exposure to in-
formation through mass communication starting with some-
thing as basic as cable television that beamed information 
from around the world right to the homes would have played 
a major role in the minds of  the people. Whether it was the 
role of  a negotiator between  the warring factions or between 
the armed groups and the security forces,  the civil society 
slowly became a necessity. The organisations also became 
strong pressure groups against the government, security 
forces and also the factions in times of  atrocities as it is the 
case in any conflict zone. If  one day it was against a faction, 
then the next day it was either against another faction, the 
security forces or the government. The chances of  being led 
and instigated can never be ruled out, but these organisa-
tions were sought after by all. 

Subsequently on the downside, even after a semblance 
of  peace arrived in the state, the hangover persists. The civil 
society without any clear distinction among the many types 
of  organisations have the tendency to take the state at ran-
som anytime. Moreover, in present day Nagaland, nothing 
gets done without the assistance from these organisations 
or any other association or union. As subjective as the term 
might be for scholars across the world, the confusion over 
the role of  these organisations has only increased. These 
organisations have also tasted power and also realised the 
power that it wields and slowly some have become the mi-
crocosm of  a person drunk with power. It might be next 
to impossible to disband some of  these organisations un-
less the members decide so, and that mental maturity might 
take another 50 to 100 years. However it is time to sepa-
rate the political from the apolitical; the cultural from the 
traditional; the religious from the tribal; the not-for-profit 
from the welfare; the trade union from the business; the 
registered from the unregistered and so on and so forth.  It 
is time to separate the sheep from the goat.

Dan Romer | The Conversation

Simple gestures can bring powerful comfort.

“Patient is combative,” the nurse’s notes read.
What she didn’t realize until later was that I was having an al-

lergic reaction as I awakened after a complicated open-heart surgery. 
I was a mess, with a tube down my throat. My body began shaking 
violently, straining against the straps on my arms, which were there to 
keep me from suddenly pulling out my breathing tube. It was a fright-
ening and painful episode. At one point, a nurse’s assistant to the 
right side of my bed reached down and simply held my hand. It was 
an unexpected move, and it struck me as especially gentle. I began to 
relax, which caused my body to stop shaking so badly.

Having experienced this with other patients, the nurse’s assistant 
knew that a hand of comfort could minister to me as well. It was a 
vivid example of how God uses comfort when His children suffer.

Comfort is a powerful and memorable tool for any caregiver, and 
Paul tells us in 2 Corinthians 1:3–4 it’s an important part of God’s 
toolbox. Not only that, but God also multiplies the impact of His com-
fort by calling us to use the memory of the comfort He gives us to 
comfort others in similar situations (vv. 4–7). It is but another sign of 
His great love; and one we can share with others—sometimes in the 
simplest of gestures.

Thank You, Father, for the comfort You provide to us, either 
directly or through the acts of Your children. Help us to see where 
we can apply that same comfort to others in and for Your name.

BIBLE READ:   2 CORINTHIANS 1:3–7
THOUGHT FOR TODAY:

Praise be to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus 
Christ, . . . who comforts us in all our troubles.    

    ~  2 Corinthians 1:3–4

A deficit in the development of  
the teenage brain has been 
blamed for teens’ behavior 
in recent years, but it may be 

time to lay the stereotype of  the wild 
teenage brain to rest. Brain deficits 
don’t make teens do risky things; lack 
of  experience and a drive to explore the 
world are the real factors.

As director of  research at a public 
policy center that studies adolescent 
risk-taking, I study teenage brains and 
teenage behavior. Recently, my col-
leagues and I reviewed years of  scien-
tific literature about adolescent brain 
development and risky behavior.

We found that much of  the risk be-
havior attributed to adolescents is not 
the result of  an out-of-control brain. As 
it turns out, the evidence supports an 
alternative interpretation: Risky behav-
ior is a normal part of  development and 
reflects a biologically driven need for 
exploration – a process aimed at acquir-
ing experience and preparing teens for 
the complex decisions they will need to 
make as adults.
Stereotypes of  adolescence
We often characterize adolescents as 
impulsive, reckless and emotionally un-
stable. We used to attribute this behavior 
to “raging hormones.” More recently, 
it’s been popular in some scientific cir-
cles to explain adolescent behavior as 
the result of  an imbalance in the devel-
opment of  the brain.

According to this theory, the pre-
frontal cortex, the center of  the brain’s 
cognitive-control system, matures more 
slowly than the limbic system, which 
governs desires and appetites including 
drives for food and sex. This creates an 
imbalance in the adolescent brain that 
leads to even more impulsive and risky 

behavior than seen in children – or so 
the theory goes.

This idea has gained currency to the 
point where it’s become common to re-
fer to the “teenage brain” as the source 
of  the injuries and other maladies that 
arise during adolescence.

In my view, the most striking failure 
of  the teen brain hypothesis is its con-
flating of  important differences between 
different kinds of  risky behavior, only a 
fraction of  which support the notion of  
the impulsive, unbridled adolescent.
Adolescents as explorers
What clearly peaks in adolescence is 
an interest in exploration and novelty 
seeking. Adolescents are by necessity 
engaged in exploring essential questions 
about themselves – who they are, what 
skills they have and who among their 
peers is worth socializing with.

But these explorations are not neces-
sarily conducted impulsively. Rising lev-
els of  dopamine in the brain during ad-
olescence appear to drive an increased 
attraction to novel and exciting experi-
ences. Yet this “sensation seeking” be-
havior is also accompanied by increas-
ing levels of  cognitive control that peak 
at the same age as adolescents’ drive for 
exploration. This ability to exert cogni-
tive control peaks well before structural 
brain maturation, which peaks at about 
age 25.

Researchers who attribute this ex-
ploratory behavior to recklessness are 
more likely falling prey to stereotypes 
about adolescents than assessing what 
actually motivates their behavior.

If  adolescents were truly reckless, 
they should show a tendency toward 
risk-taking even when the risks of  bad 
outcomes are known. But they don’t. In 
experiments where the probabilities of  
their risks are known, adolescents take 
fewer risks than children.

In experiments that mimic the well-
known marshmallow test, in which 
waiting for a bigger reward is a sign 
of  self-control, adolescents are less im-
pulsive than children and only slightly 
more so than adults. While these forms 
of  decision-making may place adoles-
cents at a somewhat greater risk of  ad-
verse outcomes than adults, the change 
in this form of self  control from mid-
adolescence to adulthood is rather small 
and individual differences are great.

There is a specific kind of  risk-taking 
that resembles the imbalance that the 
brain-development theory points to. It is 
a form of impulsivity that is insensitive 
to risk due to acting without thinking. In 
this form of impulsivity, the excitement 
of  impulsive urges overshadows the 
potential to learn from bad experience. 
For example, persons with this form 
of impulsivity have trouble controlling 
their use of  drugs, something that others 
learn to do when they have unpleasant 
experiences after using a drug. Youth 
with this characteristic often display 
this tendency early in childhood, and it 
can become heightened during adoles-
cence. These teens do in fact run a much 
greater risk of  injury and other adverse 
outcomes.

But it is important to realize that 
this is characteristic of  only a subset of  
youth with weak ability to control their 
behavior. Although the rise in injurious 
and other risky behavior among teens is 
cause for concern, this represents much 
more of  a rise in the incidence of  this 
behavior than of  its prevalence. In other 
words, while this risky behavior occurs 
more frequently among teens than chil-
dren, it is by no means common. The 
majority of  adolescents do not die in car 
crashes, become victims of  homicide or 
suicide, experience major depression, 
become addicted to drugs or contract 
sexually transmitted infections.

Furthermore, the risks of  these out-
comes among a small segment of  ado-
lescents are often evident much earlier, 
as children, when impulse control prob-
lems start to appear.
The importance of  wisdom
Considerable research suggests that 
adolescence and young adulthood is a 
heightened period of  learning that ena-
bles a young person to gain the experi-
ence needed to cope with life’s challeng-
es. This learning, colloquially known 
as wisdom, continues to grow well into 
adulthood. The irony is that most late 
adolescents and young adults are more 
able to control their behavior than many 
older adults, resulting in what some have 
called the wisdom paradox. Older adults 
must rely on the store of  wisdom they 
have built to cope with life challenges 
because their cognitive skills begin to de-
cline as early as the third decade of  life.

A dispassionate review of existing 
research suggests that what adolescents 
lack is not so much the ability to con-
trol their behavior, but the wisdom that 
adults gain through experience. This 
takes time and, without it, adolescents 
and young adults who are still explor-
ing will make mistakes. But these are 
honest mistakes, so to speak, because 
for most teens, they do not result from 
a lack of  control.

This realization is not so new, but it 
serves to place the recent neuroscience 
of  brain development in perspective. It 
is because adolescents are immature in 
regard to experience that makes them 
vulnerable to mishaps. And for those 
with weak cognitive control, the risks 
are even greater. But we should not let 
stereotypes of  this immaturity color 
our interpretation of  what they are do-
ing. Teenagers are just learning to be 
adults, and this inevitably involves a 
certain degree of  risk.

Worried about your child’s obesity prob-
lems? It’s high time you curbed his love 
for sugary drinks and junk food. A little 

focus on dental care may also prevent your child 
gaining excess weight, says a new study.

The study found a direct relationship between 
poor dental health leading to a rise in BMI (Body 
Mass Index) and extra body fat.

“Weight can be a sensitive subject, but if  you talk 
about eating behaviours alongside dental health, 
you are looking at the issue from a different angle,” 
said Louise Arvidsson, a doctoral student at the 
University of  Gothenburg in Sweden.

“The question is whether a healthy diet can have 
effect also in young children. There has been a lot of  
focus on physical activity and mental health in chil-
dren, but diet is an increasingly recognised aspect.”

The researchers reviewed the eating behaviour, 
body fat and dental health of  271 small children. 
The height, weight and food intake of  the children 
were kept under observation for one day and then 
checked for the prevalence of  cariogenic micro-or-
ganisms in saliva.

The results found that the children who had 
higher amount of  caries bacteria also had higher 
BMI and worse eating habits.

The children were suggested to consume whole-
grain products, 400-500 grams of  fruit and vegeta-
bles per day, fish two to three times a week and a low 
intake of  sugar and saturated fat.

Arvidsson mentioned in the thesis, conducted 
at the University’s Sahlgrenska Academy, that with 
good food comes increased self-esteem, better rela-
tionships with friends and fewer emotional problems

Rather, parents who try to change the regime 
of  their children by asking them to eat less during 
childhood can see serious repercussions of  over-
weight problems in later life.

Source: IANS

Researchers have developed an experimen-
tal “golden” potato with potential to boost 
levels of  essential vitamins to prevent 
disease among population in developing 

countries that rely heavily upon the starchy food.
Potato is the fourth most widely consumed 

plant food after rice, wheat and corn. It is also 
the staple food in some Asian, African and South 
American countries that have a high incidence of  
Vitamin A and E deficiencies.

The findings, led by researchers at The Ohio 
State University, showed that a serving of  the 
yellow-orange lab-engineered potato can provide 
as much as 42 per cent of  a child’s recommended 
daily intake of  Vitamin A -- essential for improved 
vision, immunity, organ development, growth and 
reproductive health. 

The “golden” potato also provides 34 per cent 
of  Vitamin E, which protects against oxidative 
stress and inflammation, conditions associated 
with damage to nerves, muscles, vision and the 

immune system.
Women of  reproductive age who consume 150 

gm of  “golden” potato could get 15 per cent of  their 
recommended vitamin A as well as 17 per cent of  
recommended Vitamin E.

“More than 800,000 people depend on the pota-
to as their main source of  energy and many of  these 
individuals are not consuming adequate amounts of  
these vital nutrients,” said Mark Failla, a professor 
at the varsity. 

“These golden tubers have far more Vitamin A 
and E than white potatoes and that could make a 
significant difference in certain populations where 
deficiencies -- and related diseases -- are com-
mon,” Failla added.

For the study, appearing in the journal PLOS 
ONE, the team created a simulated digestive sys-
tem including a virtual mouth, stomach and small 
intestine to determine how much Provitamin A 
and Vitamin E could potentially be absorbed by 
someone who eats a golden potato. 

They mashed up boiled golden potatoes and 
mimicked the conditions of  these digestive organs 
to determine how much of  these fat-soluble nutri-
ents became biologically available.

Source: IANS

In a bid to help communities recover and 
rebuild faster in the aftermath of  natural 
disasters in India, Facebook on Thursday 
introduced new measures, including its 

‘Disaster Maps’ feature in the country.
As part of  the effort, Facebook will make 

data from ‘Disaster Maps’ available to the 
National Disaster Management Authority 
(NDMA) and the Sustainable Environment and 
Ecological Development Society (SEEDS), a 
non-profit organisation working on disaster re-
silience. 

‘Disaster Maps’, which was introduced glo-
bally in June, uses aggregated, de-identified Fa-
cebook data to help organisations address the 
critical gap in information they often face when 
responding to natural disasters.

“In times of  disaster, our platform is a valu-
able source of  information -- whether it’s let-
ting your friends and family know you are safe 
with ‘Safety Check’ feature or using Facebook 
to raise donations for relief  efforts,” said Ritesh 
Mehta, Head of  Programmes, India, South and 
Central Asia at Facebook. 

“Through our work with the National Dis-
aster Management Authority and the roll out of  
Disaster Maps in India and the disaster informa-
tion volunteers initiative, we hope we can help 
communities get the information they need to 
prepare, respond and recover if  disaster strikes,” 
he added.

The measures were announced at Face-
book’s first annual ‘Disaster Response Summit’ 
here, attended by policy makers, think tanks and 
humanitarian organisations.

Facebook will provide multiple types of  
maps during disaster response efforts.

‘Location Density Maps’ show where people 
are located before, during and after a disaster. 

“We can compare this information to histor-
ical records, like population estimates based on 

satellite images. Comparing these data sets can 
help response organizations understand areas 
impacted by a natural disaster,” Facebook said 
in a statement.

‘Movement Maps’ illustrate patterns of  
movement between different neighbourhoods or 
cities over a period of  several hours. 

By understanding these patterns, response 
organisations can better predict where resourc-
es will be needed, gain insight into patterns of  
evacuation or predict where traffic will be most 
congested.

“Safety Check” maps are based on where 
Facebook community uses ‘Safety Check’ fea-
ture to notify their friends and family that they 
are safe during a disaster. 

Facebook is also supporting the pilot of  the 
ASK-DIV (Disaster Information Volunteers) 
scheme where a network of  trained volunteers 
provide supplementary information to inform 
relief  efforts through the Facebook ‘Workplace’ 
platform. 

This programme with SEEDS will establish 
a network of  volunteers to provide real-time, 
first-hand information on disasters in their local 
communities. The programme will be piloted in 
two disaster-prone states -- Assam and Uttara-
khand. 

“NDMA is proactively utilising social media 
for awareness generation. This is an important 
benchmark towards integrating social media 
with disaster response activities. I am sure this 
partnership will open new avenues for using mo-
bile technology in disaster situation,” said RK 
Jain, Member, NDMA.

“The disaster information volunteer network 
and Facebook’s Disaster Maps will play a key 
role in helping us get the right help to the right 
people at the right time,” added Manu Gupta, 
Director, SEEDS.

Source: IANS

In a first, a team of  doc-
tors successfully treated 
a seven-year-old boy of  
a genetic disease, that 

had destroyed approximately 
80 per cent of  his skin, using 
transplants derived from ge-
netically modified stem cells.

Hassan was suffering from 
“epidermolysis bullosa” -- a 
congenital skin disease that 
affects protein-forming genes 
essential for skin regeneration 
and currently considered to be 
incurable.

Even minor stress can re-
sult in blisters, wounds, and 
skin loss with scar formation. 
Depending on disease sever-
ity, internal organs may like-
wise be affected, leading to 
critical dysfunctions.

Hassan was admitted to 
the Children’s Hospital at 
Ruhr-Universitat Bochum in 
Germany in June 2015 with 
60 per cent skin loss. 

“He suffered from severe 
sepsis with high fever, and his 
body weight had dropped to 
a mere 17 kgs -- a life-threat-
ening condition,” said Tobias 
Rothoeft, Consultant at the 
hospital. 

The surgeons opted for 
transplantation of  genetically 
modified epidermal stem cells 
that was obtained from the pa-

tient via skin biopsy. 
Eighty per cent of  Has-

san’s skin, including the boy’s 
arms and legs, entire back, 
flanks, and partially the stom-
ach, neck and face, were trans-
planted with skin that was 
high-quality, stress-resistant 
skin with intact hydrolipid 
film, as well as early forma-
tion of  hair, the doctors said. 

“Overall, 0.94 square me-
tres of  transgenic epidermis 
were transplanted onto the 
young patient in order to cov-
er all defects, accounting for 
80 per cent of  his entire body 
surface,” added Tobias Hir-
sch, Associate Professor at the 
varsity’s hospital. 

Hassan’s treatment contin-
ued for over a period of  eight 
months, after which he was 
discharged in February 2016. 
Hassan has not yet developed 
any scar contractures in the 
transplanted areas. 

He has also began attend-
ing school again and is active-
ly taking part in his family’s 
social life, the doctors said.

Hassan is the first patient 
worldwide who has been 
treated with skin transplants 
from transgenic epidermal 
stem cells on a large body sur-
face area, they noted. 

 Source: IANS
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ARIES (MAR 21 - APR 19): You could have 
some very strange yet beautiful dreams today. 
Write them down. They’re trying to tell you 
something. You could also make an off-the-wall 

plan to increase your income that may or may not work. 
Consider all the aspects of your plan and get in touch with 
the reality of it before delving too far. It might be workable 
but not in the ways you think now.

TAURUS (APR 20 - MAY 20): Today you 
may start to see your friends in a new light. 
Perhaps their accomplishments have aroused 
your admiration. A special person could seem 

more perfect than ever, and you could suddenly view your 
friend through a romantic haze once more. Bear in mind 
that your view of  these people only mirrors your view of  
yourself. Recognize your merits as well others’.

GEMINI (MAY 21 - JUN 21): You might feel 
a little under the weather today, but mentally 
you’re flying high. Ideas could keep popping into 
your head, sending you into flights of  fancy that 

excite your creativity. This is a great day to read or watch 
documentaries or otherwise feed your intellect. Whatever 
you learn could be of  great practical use to you later.

CANCER (JUN 22 - JUL 22): Today you 
might seek to expand your knowledge of  the 
arts. You could decide to explore galleries, 
attend a concert or play, or look into the lat-

est best sellers. A friend could accompany you. Make a 
day of  it! Books, antiques, or other fine objects might be 
especially appealing now. Try to avoid shopping. You’ll 
discover a lot of  items you like and want to buy!

LEO (JUL 23 - AUG 22): Today you might have 
the desire to look into your genealogy. The In-
ternet has made it possible for everyone to learn 
about their ancestors, and now is a great time for 

you to do it. Spiritually, you might also decide to explore 
past lives or get in touch with spirit guides or totem animals. 
Group activities could be of great help in these pursuits.

VIRGO (AUG 23 - SEP 22): Practical, scien-
tific, or spiritual ideas of  all kinds are your life’s 
blood. Today you might expand your knowledge. 
Much of  what you learn may be based on tech-

nology such as telescopes or particle accelerators. You’re 
only scratching the surface today. Much of  what you learn 
may be confusing, but stay with it. It will make more sense 
to you later.

LIBRA (SEP 23 - OCT 22): Today you might en-
list the aid of friends to increase your computer 
skills. You may be interested in the artistic side of  
computers and want to experiment with computer 

graphics or animation. Video journalism could also be of in-
terest. You might receive some unexpected good news about 
a possible increase in income, though it might be delayed.

SCORPIO (OCT 23 - NOV 21): A new ro-
mance could come your way. An old friend 
could suddenly seem like more to you, sending 
the relationship in an entirely new direction. The 

opposite could happen, too. An old love could reappear and 
resurrect the intellectual side of your relationship, making 
a new friend out of an old love. Circumstances around you 
are changing and so are you. You’re the type to welcome it!

SAGITTARIUS (NOV 22 - DEC 21): Insights 
that well up from deep within you could put 
your imagination into overdrive. Perhaps ideas 
for essays, poems, paintings, or music flow into 

your mind in waves. You may want to stay home to de-
velop them, though you may take one friend, or perhaps 
your partner, into your confidence. Keep the ideas com-
ing! They might mean more to you later.

CAPRICORN (DEC 22 - JAN 19): News 
about the plight of  the world’s disadvantaged 
might have you toying with the idea of  doing 
more than you are to make a difference. This 

is a laudable goal, but you’re more apt to see the romantic 
side of  helping the needy than the harsh realities of  the sit-
uation. Before deciding to tackle any new ambition today, 
consider it from all angles. You might change your mind.

AQUARIUS (JAN 20 - FEB 18): Have you 
ever longed to be a movie star or participate 
in some way in the film industry? Today you 
might get your chance or at least learn some of  

the technical skills required. You might take some time 
to learn about computer graphics or the ins and outs of  
camerawork. You could also meet some people involved 
in this industry.

PISCES (FEB 19 - MAR 20): You’ve been exert-
ing yourself a little too much over the past few 
days and might feel a little listless. Nonetheless, 
your mind is still active, and you may seek stimula-

tion through books, TV, or lectures of some kind. You should 
find whatever you learn exciting. It could set you off in a new 
direction. Today you could turn into an armchair traveler!

Today’s ASTRO-PREDICTION
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The Robinson-Patman Act marked the end, not the 
beginning, of  a policy regime that protected small firms. 
By the post-Second World War years, small business was 
a divided and weak community. An ethic of  ‘bigness’ 
reigned. Big corporations, with big research grants from 
big government agencies, worked with big universities to 
bring you modern life – from pharmaceuticals to aero-
space, computers to communications. By the time Wright 
Patman died in 1976, at age 83, the popular backlash 
against bigness and the renewed attention to small busi-
ness had not yet taken hold.

But had Patman lived into the 1980s, he would likely 
not have recognised the new ways politicians embraced 
and defended small business. Throughout the first half  
of  the 20th century, small business advocates like Patman 
had claimed that small firms were inherently virtuous 
and worthy of  special protection, even if  larger compa-
nies offered lower prices or greater efficiencies. Yet by 
the 1980s, a decade of  recession, inflation, fiscal crises 
and weak productivity combined to recast political cul-
ture in wealthy capitalist countries. In the United States, 
Western Europe, and eventually Australia, the logic for 
defending small business shifted entirely: rather than a 
virtue unto itself, smallness became the antidote to the 
bloat and inefficiencies of  bigness; independence, the 
source of  innovation.

The revival of  small business’s symbolic political 
appeal in the 1980s brought another key change: activ-
ists used it not to attack Big Business, but to go after big 
government. Wrapping themselves in the cloak of  small 
business mythology, those conservatives successfully re-
defined a hundred years of  debate over economic size.

These changes did not come easily. To the frustration 
of  small business groups and many conservative activists, 
the Republican Party retained its longstanding image as 
the party of  Big Business, particularly in the early years of  
the Reagan administration. Many small business owners 
complained that Republican tax policies favoured larger 
firms, which took advantage of  loopholes and provisions 
for writing off  the depreciation of  large assets. In addi-
tion, they charged that the growing federal budget defi-
cit – which expanded due to a combination of  Reagan’s 
1981 tax cuts and the sharp recession that lasted until late 
1982 – led to high interest rates that hurt the little guys 
the most.

Members of  the Reagan administration worried 
about their popularity among small business owners. 
‘Small business is bedrock Republican,’ as Elizabeth 
Dole, the director of  public liaison at the White House, 
told George Bush, the then vice-president, in 1981. Or 
at least, it should have been: most small business own-
ers were middle and upper-middle class white men, and 

most held economically conservative politics. But some 
parts of  the small business community were moving 
away, Dole warned, because they believed ‘this admin-
istration favours Big Business and corporate America’. 
In 1983, White House staffer Red Cavaney warned that 
the Democratic National Committee planned to make 
overtures to the small business community. If  Republi-
cans ‘become too heavily associated with the “big” at the 
expense of  the “small”,’ Cavaney predicted, ‘this threat 
could pose some serious problems.’

Republicans picked up the rhetorical mantle of  small 
business, but instead of  changing their policy ideas, they 
changed what it meant to speak for small business. For 
the better part of  a century, small business activists had 
stressed the virtues of  competition. Small businesses, they 
argued, demanded legal support – through punitive taxes 
on market dominators and the break-up of  monopolies – 
because their very existence created a more competitive 
market place.

Economic conservatives in the 1980s pushed a 
counter-narrative. Murray Weidenbaum – first chair of  
Reagan’s Council of  Economic Advisors – charged that 
economic growth, not competition, should be policymak-
ers’ primary goal. Certain sectors of  the economy, includ-
ing the rapidly growing service sector, lent themselves 
more productively to small-scale enterprises. Industrial 
manufacturing, on the other hand, did well when a small 
number of  giant operators took advantage of  their size to 
produce more efficiently at a massive scale.

‘Entrepreneur’ today implies a growth orientation: 
small business owners that don’t want to remain small 
business owners

What mattered to Weidenbaum wasn’t size or mar-
ket share per se, but rather how good businesses were at 
growing, because only a growing economy would create 
new job opportunities. The single-minded focus on small 
business as the creator of  jobs, in other words, confused 
cause and effect. ‘It is not the small businesses that cre-
ated the jobs,’ he concluded, ‘but the economic growth’ 
(emphasis mine).

By putting the focus on growth, not small business as 
such, conservatives subtly manipulated the mythology of  
small business. Most small businesses do not grow into 
mid-sized or large companies, and in fact the vast majori-
ty fail within five years. Earlier small business proponents 
understood the nearly permanent condition that small 
business represented and treated small business owners 
as a stable class. The conservative politics of  the 1980s, 
however, focused instead on a small subset of  the small 
business community: entrepreneurs.

Although the classical definition of  an ‘entrepreneur’ 
simply invoked someone who started a new business (the 
French word means ‘someone who undertakes’), the 
term acquired a new connotation in the late 20th century. 
‘Entrepreneur’ today implies a growth orientation; while 

a mere small business owner may persist in remaining 
small, an entrepreneur seeks to strike it rich. In short, en-
trepreneurs are small business owners that don’t want to 
remain small business owners.

The growing fetish about entrepreneurship formed 
an integral part of  the conservative project that blurred 
distinctions between small and large firms. President 
Reagan himself  perpetuated this shift. Reagan – whose 
pre-political private sector experiences lay in Hollywood 
and at General Electric, two exemplars of  mid-20th cen-
tury Big Businesses – positioned himself  as a populist de-
fender of  the people even while promoting an economic 
vision rooted in the interests of  concentrated wealth. 
Bragging about a recovering economy in 1987, he insist-
ed that ‘small businesses fare best with stable prices, low 
interest rates, and steady growth’. Moreover, ‘America’s 
entrepreneurs are continually experimenting with new 
products, new technologies, and new channels of  distri-
bution.’ Small businesses, in other words, achieved their 
value through their innovative contributions, rather than 
servicing or maintaining an existing system.

Yet Reagan betrayed the bait-and-switch. ‘The great 
industrial and commercial centers of  our nation were 
built by innovators like Henry Ford and Alexander Gra-
ham Bell,’ he continued, ‘whose small businesses grew to 
help shape a new economy.’ At a stroke, the president – 
perhaps unintentionally – gave up the game: small firms’ 
worth came not from promoting competition or preserv-
ing local values, but rather from their potential to cease 
to be small businesses. Left out of  this formulation, of  
course, were the millions of  nail salons, fast-food fran-
chises, accountants, landscapers, general contractors, 
housekeepers, cosmetics sellers, photography studios, 
restaurant owners, small town lawyers, and florists who 
would never become the next Ford Motor Company or 
AT&T.
Why does all this matter?
Since the 1980s, the pace of  global capitalism has quick-
ened, and economic transactions occur at a speed and 
complexity unparalleled in human history. At the same 
time, political culture has become increasingly fragment-
ed and atomised. From the breakdown of  party author-
ity to tribalist politics and hyper-partisanship, residential 
and educational re-segregation to media segmentation, 
fracture dominates. The bigger things have got, the more 
powerful the urge has been to get small.

This manic contradiction – between the scale of  mod-
ern life and the powerful siren call of  the atomised lo-
cality – lies at the heart of  a destabilising transformation 
within capitalism itself.

The present historical moment is witnessing the break-
down of the so-called ‘Berle and Means’ corporation – the 
shareholder-owned but manager-controlled, bureaucratic, 
and deeply interconnected organisation first described in 
Adolf  Berle and Gardiner Means’s book, The Modern 

Corporation and Private Property (1935). Since the end 
of  the mid-20th century conglomerate wave, corporations 
have concentrated and streamlined. Since the 1990s, the 
number of  publicly traded companies has declined. Lib-
eralised trade and cross-border capital flows have accel-
erated the ‘Nike-fication’ of  production, birthing a world 
where anonymous and poorly regulated sweatshops in de-
veloping countries pay paltry wages to workers who man-
ufacture items adorned with a global brand. The internet 
created new opportunities for instant communication and 
coordination, and firms responded by outsourcing and 
off-shoring far more than production. Spinning off  their 
financing, distribution, advertising, human resources, and 
customer service functions to the lowest bidder, many of  
the world’s biggest businesses are today little more than 
coordinators of  a massive network of  nodes. The dissolu-
tion of  the classical corporation emerged alongside a new 
business focus on portfolio management and short-term 
valuation. Such managerial priorities reflect the rising 
ideological and economic clout of  the ‘shareholder-value’ 
movement as well as a broader commitment to a neolib-
eral vision of  value.

This breakdown of  the corporation as an economic 
and social institution is a critical feature of  capitalism 
today, and it deeply shapes how we value – and overval-
ue – small business. The disintegration of  the old order, 
although couched in populist language of  ‘shareholder 
democracy’, has generated uncertainty and dislocation 
as well as freedom and opportunity, and those ups and 
downs have not been distributed evenly. The well-educat-
ed with privileged access can take advantage of  the new 
niches that open up, and become entrepreneurs. Those 
in the lower tiers, however, confront a deteriorating em-
ployment landscape pockmarked by wage stagnation, 
decreased mobility, and lower-paid and low-benefit jobs. 
Social safety nets are evaporating, and wealth inequality 
is expanding. ‘Necessity-based’ self-employment is rising 
in rich and poor countries alike. Self-sufficiency has al-
ways been part of  the allure of  opening one’s own busi-
ness. In the globalised, atomised economy, it has also be-
come an unstable lifeline.

By linking the political agenda of  small business and 
large business, conservatives in the 1980s laid the foun-
dation for a set of  policy developments that hastened the 
globalising forces of  late-stage capitalism and failed to 
mitigate its effects. By presuming that small business was 
uniquely or exceptionally innovative, they ignored the real 
world of  small business owners and perpetuated a devas-
tating myth that judged small companies by their ability to 
become Big Businesses. In so doing, they missed the most 
critical developments in global capitalism: the simultane-
ous fracture of  the mid-century corporate world and the 
rise of  an isolated, privileged global elite that marginalised 
and weakened the vast majority of  small businesses.

Concluded

In a year that has seen extreme weather 
wreaking havoc across the world, the 
US, European Union (EU), Canada 
and Japan and other developed coun-

tries have refused to put climate assess-
ments before 2020 on the UN climate nego-
tiations agenda in Bonn.

The countries’ statements fly in the face 
of  overwhelming consensus from develop-
ing countries in Asia, Latin America, Afri-
ca and vulnerable island states that the time 
to act on climate is now.

“We already have a very important and 
a very, very busy schedule at this meeting,” 
representatives from the US said at the first 
of  a series of  special consultations con-
vened to address this exclusion, after pro-
tests from developing nations rocked the 
COP 23 meeting from day one. The US was 
speaking on behalf  of  the Umbrella Group 
of  emitters, which includes Canada, Rus-
sia, Japan, Kazakhstan, Australia, Norway, 
New Zealand, Russia and Ukraine. “Any-
one who’s been in one of  these negotiation 
rooms knows that one of  the most common 
complaints is the lack of  time and the over-
lapping of  sessions. There has to be a point 
where we stop adding agenda items and es-
pecially ones that have already been dealt 
with and just get to work.”

If  the US continues on its path of  with-
drawing from the Paris Agreement, its only 
chance to “get to work” on climate change, 
if  it does at all, is before November 2020.

“We don’t think that this agenda item 
will reduce one single ton of  emissions and 

it will not add to climate finance,” said rep-
resentatives from the European Union, af-
ter narrating a laundry list of  actions it was 
undertaking to curb emissions.

The detached rhetoric of  the developed 
world was countered by an impassioned 
plea from states that have seen the most 
devastating impacts.

“I need not remind colleagues that a few 
months ago, we witnessed the fury of  the 
worst weather events seen in this decade, in 
this century. And when we invite parties to 
the table, it is to do more than to lend lip 
service to substantive matters before us,” 
said the representative from St. Lucia. “For 
the citizens of  Dominica, Barbuda, Puerto 
Rico, the British Virgin Islands, what we’re 
doing here is more significant to them that 
they you can ever imagine. I beg of  us that 
our rhetoric and commitment be acted 
upon. We do not have two or five or ten 
years to act.”

“Dominica speaks tonight as a coun-
try that is the guinea pig of  what climate 
change is to vulnerable countries. Every-
body knows what Hurricane Maria did to 
Dominica,” said the country’s representa-
tive. “We have come a long way of  mak-
ing decisions and not fulfilling them. We 
must introduce this agenda item otherwise 
this COP will go down in history that has 
certainly been the breaker of  this conven-
tion.”

St. Lucia and Dominica are part of  the 
Alliance of  Small Island States (AOSIS) ne-
gotiating group to which Fiji, the host of  
this year’s COP, belongs. Their responses 
come at a time of  damage control, after the 
Fijian Presidency rejected an agenda item 

posed by Like-Minded Developing Coun-
tries, calling for pre-2020 commitments to 
be honoured. The role of  consulting states 
on this crucial piece has now been assigned 
to the Moroccan delegation that presided 
over last year’s COP 22.

The rejection has driven a deep rift of  
mistrust in the negotiations process, two 
years after a historic consensus was bro-
kered in 2015 through the Paris Agreement. 
But it’s the developed world’s emphasis on 
Paris (which takes effect only in 2020) that 
has rocked the boat, as it attempts to dodge 
the liabilities still due from other historic 
climate accords.

“This is not a new agenda item but an 
on-going agenda item, and we’d like to see 
some timelines on the many decisions that 
have not been complied with,” said Ravi S. 
Prasad, chief  negotiator for India on behalf  
of  the Like-Minded Developing Countries 
as well as the G77 + China group.

The Kyoto Protocol, adopted in 1997, 
made history by recognising historic emis-
sions. It required developed countries had 
to specifically undertake emission cuts, 
along with providing financial and techno-
logical support for developing countries. In 
2012, the Doha amendment to the Kyoto 
Protocol came into being, which added 
a second round of  emission targets. But 
as of  31 October 2017, only 84 countries 
had ratified the Doha Amendment, which 
needs at least 144 countries to be on board 
before it can operationalise. “The Paris 
Agreement came into force within eleven 
to fourteen months after it was introduced. 
Why is the second period of  the Kyoto 
Protocol taking 6 to 7 years to come into 

force? When will the Doha amendment 
operationalise – after 2020?”

The hurricane-prone state of  Nicaragua 
chose to steer the conversation back to sci-
ence and the alarming challenge before the 
planet.

“This negotiating process, one of  whose 
problems has been only a tangential rela-
tionship with climate science, will send a 
message to the world that we’re completely 
throwing science overboard,” cautioned 
Nicaragua, the only country to reject the 
Paris Agreement in 2015 because it was 
not ambitious enough and because signato-
ries had not engaged in significant enough 
emissions reductions.

In the backdrop of  the current diver-
gence between worlds is an Emissions Gap 
report, issued by the UN’s environment 
programme. It says that even if  all coun-
tries set out to do what they signed up for 
as part of  their emission reduction pledges 
to the Paris Agreement, it’s not enough to 
keep global temperature rise under 2 de-
grees. Meanwhile, other studies say that 
even if  humans suddenly stopped burning 
fossil fuels today, the earth will continue 
to heat up about two more degrees by the 
end of  the century. Even with a one-degree 
increase, however, catastrophic impacts are 
being seen.

“We have a gap within the system, a gap 
that we need to address urgently. Previous 
commitments have not been fulfilled, and 
if  they have, then why do we still have a 
gap?” asked South Africa, on behalf  of  the 
Africa group of  nations. “We believe that 
the agenda item that we’re currently dis-
cussing will provide the space to do that. 

We’re not saying this in a hostile manner, 
but let’s use the COP to find creative ways 
to close the gap.”

While the Morocco chair accepted 
the parties’ recommendations, he advised 
states to meet informally and discuss how 
they could make progress on arriving at a 
solution. But suggesting an informal resolu-
tion process to very formal concerns raised 
around differentiation by developing coun-
tries is starting to become a massive part of  
a problem that could derail the talks.

“Informal note, informal consultation, 
informal process,” said a visibly upset Chi-
na representative during an earlier meeting 
in the day on guidance to country pledges to 
reduce emissions as part of  the Paris agree-
ment. Session co-facilitators gave countries 
less than 24 hours to report back on key as-
pects, and asked them to meet informally to 
resolve conflict.

Negotiation jargon aside, the starting 
point for climate action must begin now, if  
the Paris Agreement is to mean anything 
for generations whose future is at stake. 
“I volunteered because I wanted to under-
stand what this means for my generation’s 
future, but all I saw was a lot of  talking and 
not enough leaders saying they were going 
to do anything,” said a young German vol-
unteer with the UN who was handing out 
translation headsets outside the meeting.

If  COP 23 is to succeed – and it must, 
given the crisis at hand – the Fiji Presidency 
and historical emitters must step up and put 
immediate action on the agenda. It is not 
just the trust of  parties but of  the young, old 
and most vulnerable that will be irreversibly 
lost if  states don’t keep their promises.

US, EU Object to Including Pre-2020 Climate Action on COP23 Agenda
The US and the EU, among other developed nations, have said that they are not going to allow 

scrutiny of whether they are on track to meet their climate-change mitigation targets.

The Small Business Myth
Small businesses enjoy an iconic status in modern capitalism, but what do they really contribute to the economy?
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Prime Minister Narendra Modi flagging off the new train service ‘Bandhan Express’ between Kolkata & 
Khulna, via video conferencing, in New Delhi on Thursday. External Affairs Minister Sushma Swaraj is 
also seen.
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NEWS IN BRIEF
IT raids relatives of Sasikala, 
Dinakaran
Chennai, Nov. 9 (IANS): Income Tax (IT) officials on 
Thursday raided 187 locations belonging to relatives 
of  jailed AIADMK leader V.K. Sasikala, her nephew 
T.T.V. Dinakaran and organisations connected to them 
in several cities, said a senior IT official. He said the 
search is in connection with unexplained routing of cash 
post-demonetisation through shell companies connected 
with them. Ten groups of IT officials were involved in 
“the search exercise taking place across Tamil Nadu, 
Bengaluru, Hyderabad, Delhi and other places”, an IT 
official told IANS preferring anonymity. The tax officials 
also searched the residence of M. Natarajan, husband of  
Sasikala in Thanjavur, according to reports.

Militants shoot, injure SPO in Kashmir
Srinagar, Nov. 9 (IANS): Militants on Thursday shot 
and injured a Special Police Officer (SPO) in Jammu 
and Kashmir’s Anantnag, police said. The incident 
occurred outside the District Magistrate’s office in the 
south Kashmir town. The area was cordoned off  for a 
search operation after the shooting, police said. SPO are 
youths engaged on a fixed monthly remuneration to fight 
militancy. In most cases, they are inadequately trained 
and with no official weapons.

Aadhaar linking compulsory for life, 
non-life insurance policies: IRDAI
Chennai, Nov. 9 (IANS): India’s insurance regulator 
IRDAI has mandated all insurers - life and non-life - to 
link the Aadhaar number of the policy holders to their 
policies The Insurance Regulatory and Development 
Authority of India (IRDAI), in a circular on Wednesday, 
told life, non-life and stand-alone health insurers that 
linking of  Aadhaar number to insurance policies is 
mandatory under the Prevention of Money-laundering 
(Maintenance of Records) Second Amendment Rules 
2017. It said the amended rules makes it mandatory 
to link Aadhaar number, PAN/Form 60 for availing 
financial services including insurance and also linking 
existing insurance policies. However the IRDAI has not 
specified any deadline for linking of Aadhaar number 
with the existing policies.

Sure to get ‘Arrow’ symbol, says 
JD-U Sharad faction
New Delhi, Nov. 9 (IANS): The JD-U’s Sharad Yadav 
faction on Thursday said it was sure of getting the party’s 
“Arrow” symbol from the Election Commission, which 
is hearing a dispute between the faction and the one led 
by Bihar Chief Minister Nitish Kumar. The Commission 
had held a hearing in the case on Tuesday where senior 
lawyer Kapil Sibal argued on behalf of the Sharad Yadav 
faction while senior advocate Gopal Singh represented 
the Nitish Kumar faction. Janata Dal-United (JD-U) 
General Secretary Arun Kumar Shrivastav said although 
the JD-U was active in 22 states, Nitish Kumar showed 
the National Council consisting of only 195 members 
from only five states including Bihar, Jharkhand, Kerala, 
Jammu and Kashmir and Daman and Diu. The EC is 
next scheduled to hear the case on November 13.

No sexual harassment of Al 
Qaeda man: Tihar Jail to court
New Delhi, Nov. 9 (IANS): A Tihar Jail official has told 
a court here that sexual harassment allegations raised 
by suspected Al Qaeda operative and British national 
Samiun Rahman are not true. Rahman, 27, arrested on 
charges of radicalizing Rohingyas to fight the Myanmar 
Army, last week told a court that he had been sexually 
harassed in Tihar Jail. Rahman, lodged in Jail No. 1, said 
that on November 2, five security personnel came to see 
him in the jail and touched his body parts inappropriately 
and told him to strip. Rahman was arrested in Delhi on 
September 17. Police have said his mission was to set up 
base in Manipur or Mizoram and radicalize Rohingya 
Muslims to fight the Myanmar military. The accused 
was in India for the past two months under fake identity. 
An operative of Al Qaeda for the last four years, he had 
received a three-month arms training in Syria and fought 
in Alleppo, officials said.

13 injured in monkey attack
Balasore (Odisha), Nov. 9 (PTI): At least 13 people 
were injured when they were attacked by monkeys 
in Nilagiri notified area council (NAC) jurisdiction 
in Balasore district, hospital sources said. They said 
while seven people were treated yesterday, six others 
were admitted to the hospital today. All of them were 
attacked by wild monkeys, a doctor treating them said. 
The injured persons included two children. Of  the 
13 persons, two people have received deep injuries in 
neck and face area. Seeking protection from the rogue 
monkeys, locals resorted to road blockade on Seragarh-
Udala main road. The blockade was, however, lifted 
after intervention of forest and revenue officials.

Himachal polls see 74% turnout, highest in four decades

Bribery in judges’ names: SC sets up bench of five senior judges

Modi, Hasina, Mamata flag-off 
Kolkata-Khulna friendship train

Haryana first state to 
treat Hepatitis-C patients 
with oral medicine

Indian commandos in Israel 
for major military drill

Posthumous 
Lifetime 

Achievement 
Award for 
Girija Devi

Shimla, Nov. 9 (IANS): 
A record over 74 per cent, 
highest in four decades, of  
Himachal Pradesh’s 50.25 
lakh electorate on Thursday 
exercised their franchise 
in the assembly elections 
where the ruling Congress 
and the BJP were locked in 
a straight contest.

“The percentage is ex-
pected to go up further. This 
is the highest poll percent-
age recorded by the hill state 
in assembly polls,” Dilip 
Sharma, Director General, 
Election Commission, told 
reporters in New Delhi.

Election officials said 
the polling was peaceful 
and no major untoward 
incident was reported from 
the 68 seats. 

However, there were re-
ports of  malfunctioning of  
EVMs and Voter Verifiable 
Paper Audit Trail machines 
at a few polling booths, 
which led voting continuing 
at these booths even after 
the polls officially closed 
at 5 p.m.

Voters across the state 
could be seen reaching poll-
ing stations even before poll-
ing started at 8 a.m. despite 
the cold in the single phase 
election. Higher reaches 
witnessed mild rain and 
snow later in the day.

“Despite minor hiccups 
as EVMs developed snags 
at some places, there was 
no report of  any delay in 
starting the poll process,” an 
electoral officer told IANS.

In the first two hours, 
the state recorded 13.72 per 
cent polling but by 4 p.m., 
nearly 64 per cent of  votes 
were cast.

A total of  337 candi-
dates, 19 of  them women, 
are in the fray. There are 
112 Independent candidates. 
The main contest is between 
the ruling Congress and the 
Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP).

The Congress has pro-
jected incumbent Virbhadra 
Singh, 83, as its Chief Min-
isterial candidate, while 
former Chief Minister Prem 
Kumar Dhumal, 73, is the 

New Delhi, Nov. 9 (PTI): In an 
unprecedented development, the 
Supreme Court today referred to a 
constitution bench, comprising five 
senior-most judges, a plea claiming 
that alleged bribes were being taken 
using the names of apex court judges 
promising to secure favourable settle-
ment of a case.

Terming as “disturbing” the allega-
tions levelled in CBI’s FIR that also 
made former Orissa High Court judge 
Ishrat Masroor Quddusi as one of the 
accused, the top court said the plea 
would come up for hearing before the 
constitution bench on November 13.

The decision that the five senior-
most judges would be part of the con-
stitution bench assumes significance in 
the wake of senior advocate Dushyant 
Dave’s submission that the medical 
admission matter, the genesis of CBI 
FIR, was being heard by the bench 
headed by Chief Justice Dipak Misra, 
and hence, he should not be involved 
with it either on the judicial or on the 
adminstrative side.

A bench of  Justices J Chela-
meswar and S Abdul Nazeer issued 
notices to the Centre and the CBI on 
the plea seeking setting up of a special 
investigation team (SIT), to be headed 
by a retired Chief Justice of India, to 
probe the matter.

Dave, appearing for petitioner 
lawyer Kamini Jaiswal, referred to the 
CBI FIR on the basis of which Justice 
(Retd) Quddusi was arrested and sub-
sequently granted bail.

He argued that the facts of the case 
as alleged by CBI were “disturbing”, 
as according to the probe agency, a 
conspiracy was hatched and huge 
illegal gratification demanded for pro-
curing a favourable order in a matter 
relating to medical college admissions 
pending before the top court.

Asserting that the matter relates 
to the “integrity” of  the highest ju-
dicial fora in the country, Dave told 

the bench that several incriminating 
documents were seized by CBI during 
investigation in the graft case and there 
was apprehension that these materials 
could be misused.

He sought the passage of  an in-
terim order to direct the CBI to hand 
over these documents, including the 
case diary, in a sealed cover to the 
registrar of the court.

“We deem it appropriate to direct 
the second respondent (CBI) to pro-
duce the entire material collected by 
the CBI in the course of investigation 
of  the crime and keep it in a sealed 
cover and produce the same before 
the constitution bench on Monday, the 
November 13,” the bench said.

Dave said the medical admission 
matter, on which the case was lodged 
by the CBI, was being heard in the 
apex court by a bench headed by Chief  
Justice Misra and hence the CJI should 
not be a part of the constitution bench.

The bench was, however, non-
committal on this submission.

“This matter cannot be heard by 
the CJI, neither in administrative side, 
nor in judicial side,” Dave said while 
urging the apex court to mention in 
its order that the constitution bench 
would not comprise the CJI.

He said Quddusi, along with some 
other accused, was arrested in connec-
tion with the case and granted bail but 
the CBI has not appealed against the 
order enlarging him on bail.

Dave also said that besides the six 
accused named in the FIR, CBI has 
also mentioned other unknown public 
servants and private persons alleging 
they had demanded huge gratification 
to induce public functionaries by cor-
rupt and illegal means.

He claimed that the CBI had al-
legedly seized Rs two crore cash from 
an alleged aide of  the retired judge 
and the money was to be given to a 
hawala operator. Regarding the mate-
rials seized by CBI, Dave said an order 

should be passed for preservation 
and protection of  these “extremely 
incriminating materials” and the court 
could direct the CBI Director to ensure 
its safe custody or hand it over in a 
sealed cover to the apex court registrar.

Initially, the matter was mentioned 
in the morning before the bench headed 
by Justice Chelameswar for an urgent 
listing of the petition today itself.

The court said the matter would 
come up for hearing before it at 12.45 
pm after Dave said it should be heard 
today itself  as the FIR contained seri-
ous allegations.

“The FIR contained certain allega-
tions which are disturbing. The allega-
tions pertain to the functioning of this 
court. On perusal of  the FIR which 
was placed before us in the morning, 
we thought it necessary and proper to 
take up the matter immediately,” the 
bench observed.

During the hearing, an officer of  
the apex court registry was spotted 
in the court room by Justice Chela-
meswar who asked him about the 
purpose of his visit.

The registry official handed to the 
bench a photocopy of a note purport-
edly issued by the CJI’s office which 
was taken on record by the bench as 
annexure of its order.

“At the same time, we are also duty 
bound to place the developments that 
when the hearing of  the matter was 
in progress, the officer of the Registry 
placed a xerox copy of the proceedings 
purportedly issued by the Chief Justice 
of India, a copy of which is annexed 
to this order,” it noted.

Quddusi, who had also served as 
a judge in Chhattisgarh High Court, 
was arrested along with Lucknow-
based Prasad Institute of  Medical 
Sciences’ chairman B P Yadav, his 
son Palash Yadav and three others, 
for allegedly trying to settle a matter 
relating to a medical college barred 
from admitting new students.

New Delhi/Dhaka/Kolk-
ata Nov. 9 (IANS): Tak-
ing their connectivity links 
further, India and Bangla-
desh on Thursday opened 
a new rail line with Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi, 
his Bangladeshi counter-
part Sheikh Hasina and 
West Bengal Chief Minister 
Mamata Banerjee jointly 
flagging-off  the Kolkata-
Khulna ‘Bandhan Express’ 
via video-conferencing.

The dignitaries also in-
augurated the International 
Passenger Rail Terminal, 
End-to-End Immigration 
and Customs Clearance 
Facilities (for passengers 
of  Maitree Express and 
Bandhan Express) at Kolk-
ata station, under the India-
Bangladesh Cooperation in 
Railways.

Rail bridges over river 
Titas and Bhairabh in Bang-
ladesh were also launched, 

to speed up connectivity 
between Dhaka and Chit-
tagong.

Prime Minister Modi 
said that India takes pride in 
being a “reliable partner” in 
Bangladesh’s development 
and that the two bridges, 
built at a cost of $100 million 
out of India’s Line of Credit, 
would help strengthen the 
rail network of Bangladesh.

Speaking in Dhaka, 
Sheikh Hasina said the 
launch was the fulfilment of  
a long cherished dream and 
another happy occasion in 
Bangladesh-India relations.

In Kolkata, Chief Minis-
ter Banerjee said: “This is a 
huge gain for passenger con-
venience. When the Barisal 
Express, which used to ferry 
passengers till 1965, was 
shut down, passengers were 
inconvenienced. When I was 
the Rail Minister, through 
Bongaon Petrapole we had 

started some passenger serv-
ices. I hope the ties between 
the two countries deepen. 

The aircondit ioned 
‘Bandhan Express’ will run 
every Thursday from both 
Kolkata and Khulna. It will 
cover a distance of 177km in 
four and half  hours.

The train would be open 
to passengers from Novem-
ber 16. 

The train, according to 
the schedule, would leave 
Kolkata at 11 a.m. (India 
time) and reach Khulna in 
four and half  hours.

The construction of  
the 984-meter long and 
seven-meter wide Bhairab 
Railway Bridge started on 
December 25, 2013 and 
ended last month, the Daily 
Star reported. India’s Ircon-
Afcons joint venture con-
structed the bridge which 
has both dual gauge and 
broad-gauge facilities.

BJP’s. Both are contesting 
the elections.

Both Singh and Dhu-
mal cast their votes along 
with family members at 
their hometowns Rampur 
and Samirpur respectively.

Union Health Minister 
J.P. Nadda and Congress 
leader and former Com-
merce Minister Anand 
Sharma cast their votes in 

Bilaspur and Shimla towns.
“The BJP has made 

false promises, run fake 
campaigns in the state to 
lure the voters,” Sharma 
told reporters.

After casting his votes, 
Chief  Minister Virbhadra 
Singh, who is try to get at 
the helm for the seventh 
time, said he was confi-
dent of  the Congress get-

ting a majority.
On the other hand, 

two-time Chief  Minister 
and Leader of  Opposition 
Dhumal said the BJP was 
aiming to get 60 plus seats 
this time.

Women, who form 19 
lakh of the over 50 lakh vot-
ers, turned out in strength in 
the rural areas. The elector-
ate also includes 14 trans-
genders.

The Congress and the 
BJP have fielded candidates 
on all 68 seats, while the Ba-
hujan Samaj Party and the 
Communist Party of India-
Marxist have fielded 42 and 
14 candidates respectively.

Shyam Sharan Negi, 
100, the first voter of India, 
cast his vote for the 15th 
time in the assembly polls 
at Kalpa in Kinnaur district.

Elections official pro-
vided him a vehicle for his 
transportation to the polling 
booth from his home.

For the first time, the 
Election Commission used 
VVPAT machines to ensure 

secrecy of the votes.
The highest polling sta-

tion in the state was been set 
up at an elevation of  over 
15,000 feet at Hikkam in 
Lahaul and Spiti district. It 
has 194 electors and saw an 
85 per cent turnout despite 
snow in the evening.

In Chamba town, the 
Election Commission made 
special arrangements for 
transporting at least 30 pa-
tients from a government 
hospital to their respective 
polling booths.

The vote count will be 
held on December 18 along 
with Gujarat.

The  Cong ress  had 
won 36 of  the 68 seats in 
Himachal Pradesh in 2012 
with a 42.81 per cent vote 
share, while the BJP bagged 
26 seats with a 38.47 per 
cent vote share.

In the 2012 assembly 
elections, the poll percent-
age figure was over 73.5 
per cent, the highest since 
1977, while it was 68.36 per 
cent in 2007.

Odd-even scheme to be back in Delhi next week
New Delhi, Nov. 9 (IANS): 
The Delhi government is 
set to implement the third 
phase of  odd-even traffic 
rule from November 13 to 
17, as the national capi-
tal faces an environmental 
emergency, state Transport 
Minister Kailash Gahlot 
said on Thursday.

“Air pollution in Delhi 
has crossed the severe level. 
That’s why we are bringing 
back the odd-even scheme,” 
Gahlot told media here.

He said that modali-
ties of  the road rationing 
scheme are the same as 
before with similar timings 
and exemptions.

“We don’t have a lot of  
time left to design the whole 
programme, hence we are 
going with the rules that 
were imposed in the previ-
ous two phases,” he said.

The Supreme Court ap-
pointed environment body 
EPCA and the Delhi Lt. 
Governor on Wednesday 
instructed the Delhi govern-
ment to stay prepared to roll 
out the odd-even car ration-
ing scheme, with air pollu-
tion levels rising alarmingly.

C h a n d i ga r h ,  N ov.  9 
(IANS): Haryana has be-
come the first state in the 
country to treat Hepatitis-C 
patients of  all categories 
through oral medicine, a 
Minister said on Thursday.

“No patient in the state 
would suffer from Hepatitis-
C disease. For the first time, 
the state government has 
included oral medicine in 
government hospitals. This 
medicine would be provided 
free of  cost to permanent 
residents of all categories at 
district level. This has ben-
efitted lakhs of  patients in 
Haryana,” Health Minister 
Anil Vij, during a training 
workshop organised by the 
health department here, said.

The Minister said that 
nodal officers and monitor-
ing officers have been deput-

ed to ensure that Hepatitis-
C patients would not suffer 
at any cost.

“The medicine and 
treatment costs about Rs 
28,000 to Rs 30,000 in the 
market, but the state gov-
ernment would provide 
this facility free of  cost,” 
Vij said.

He said that the disease 
mostly spreads through in-
fection and the blades used 
by barbers were also respon-
sible for this.

Vij said that Haryana 
would be the first state 
where health screening 
would be done of everyone 
and 35 to 40 necessary tests 
would be conducted by vis-
iting houses of all residents. 
The full record of  these 
tests would remain with the 
department, he added.

Jerusalem, Nov. 9 (PTI): 
India is looking to boost 
its special forces capabili-
ties, including cross-border 
counter- terrorist operations, 
by participating for the first 
time in a major military drill 
with the air forces of Israel 
and eight other nations.

The 45-member Indian 
contingent, including 16 
Garud commandos, led 
by Group Captain Maluk 
Singh, is also closely work-
ing with Israel’s select spe-
cial forces during the Blue 
Flag aerial training exercise 
with focus on learning what 
makes them excel at special 
operations.

“We would look to learn 
and share with them the pro-
cedures followed in mutual 
interoperability, counter- 
terrorist operations, method 
of  inducting and training 
people and try and compare 
to see if a course correction 
is required at our end,” an 
Indian officer leading the 

Garud commandos told 
PTI.

“The Israelis are more 
battle-hardened as they have 
more experience in cross 
border operations and we 
can learn from their experi-
ences,” the officer said.

In a rare move, while 
contingents of  other par-
ticipating nations in the 
massive “war drill” feature 
fighter aircraft, the Indian 
Air Force (IAF) decided to 
send C-130J Super Hercules 
aircraft along with Garud 
commandos who will be 
training for a week each 
with Israeli Air Force’s elite 
units - Unit 5101 (more 
commonly referred to as the 
Shaldag Commando unit) 
and Unit 669 (Airborne Res-
cue And Evacuation Unit).

The Garud commandos 
started training with Unit 
669 on Sunday and would 
be moving to the Palmachim 
Air Force base next week to 
train with the Shaldag Unit.

New Delhi, Nov. 9 (IANS): 
The prestigious Sumitra 
Charat Ram Award for 
Lifetime Achievement for 
2017 will be posthumously 
conferred on thumri maes-
tro Girija Devi here on No-
vember 17.

The award, that was 
instituted six years ago to 
honour the memory of Del-
hi’s well-known art patron, 
Sumitra Charat Ram, will be 
presented at the Kamani Au-
ditorium by Minister of State 
for Housing and Urban Af-
fairs Hardeep Singh Puri and 
accepted by the late singer’s 
daughter, Sudha Datta. In 
previous years, the award 
has been given to leading ar-
tistes like Pt Birju Maharaj, 
Kishori Amonkar, Pandit 
Jasraj and Pandit Hari Pras-
ad Chaurasia, among others.

A recipient of the Padma 
Vibhushan, India’s second 
highest civilian award, Girija 
Devi, known famously as 
the thumri queen, was a 
celebrated classical singer of  
the Seniya and Benaras gha-
ranas. She performed classi-
cal and light classical music 
and helped elevate the profile 
of  thumri. Her repertoire 
included the semi-classical 
genres kajri, chaiti, and holi 
and she sang in the khayal, 
Indian folk music and tappa 
styles. She passed away on 
October 24, 2017.
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U.S. President Donald Trump and Chinese President Xi Jinping shakes hands during a joint press conference 
at the Great Hall of the People, Thursday, Nov. 9, 2017, in Beijing. Trump is on a five-country trip through 
Asia traveling to Japan, South Korea, China, Vietnam and the Philippines.

NEWS IN BRIEF
Barack Obama in Chicago as 
would-be juror
Chicago, Nov. 9 (IANS):  Former US President Barack 
Obama arrived in downtown Chicago on Wednesday, 
but this time as a prospective juror. Obama was spotted 
while being escorted by secret service agents from his 
house on the south side of Chicago to a court building 
in the city centre.Obama, only one of  the would-be 
jurors at this stage, will be reportedly paid $17.20 a day 
for his service. He is not the first former US President to 
be considered for jury service.George W. Bush reported 
for jury duty in Dallas, Texas in 2015.  But he was not 
picked to serve as a juror.Bill Clinton also appeared as a 
prospective juror in a federal court in Manhattan, New 
York City in 2003, though he was not selected either to 
sit on a jury.

Yemen faces world’s biggest fam-
ine — Top UN official
New York, Nov. 9 (IANS):  Yemen faces the world’s 
largest famine in decades “with millions of victims” if  
aid deliveries are not resumed, a senior UN official has 
warned. Mark Lowcock, the UN Under-Secretary Gen-
eral for Humanitarian Affairs, on Wednesday urged the 
Saudi-led coalition to lift its blockade of the conflict-torn 
country, the BBC reported. On Monday, the coalition 
shut air, land and sea routes into Yemen after Houthi 
rebels fired a missile at Riyadh. Saudi Arabia said the 
blockade was needed to stop Iran sending weapons to the 
rebels. nIran denies arming the rebels, who have fought 
the Saudi-led coalition since 2015. nEarlier this week, 
the UN and the Red Cross warned that a “catastrophic” 
situation threatened millions of Yemenis who relied on 
life-saving aid deliveries. The Red Cross said its shipment 
of chlorine tablets, vital to combating a cholera epidemic 
which has affected more than 900,000 people, had been 
blocked. The UN said seven million Yemenis are on the 
brink of famine.

Vatican to host nuclear weapons 
conference
Rome, Nov. 9 (IANS/AKI):  The Vatican will on 
Friday and Saturday host an international symposium 
on a nuclear-weapons-free world, against the backdrop 
of  an escalating face-off  between the US and North 
Korea, the Holy See announced. Eleven Nobel Peace 
laureates, top UN and NATO officials, leading experts, 
heads of major foundations and civil society organisa-
tions as well as representatives of bishops conferences, 
Christian denominations and other faiths will attend the 
meet. Entitled ‘Prospects for a World Free from Nuclear 
Weapons and for Integral Disarmament’, the meeting is 
the result of efforts made by Pope Francis against arms, 
particularly nuclear weapons, according to the Holy See.
Masako Wada, one of the last survivors of the Word 
War II Hiroshima’s nuclear attack, will be present at the 
symposium.

Three policemen killed in Pakistan 
blast
Islamabad, Nov. 9 (IANS):  At least three policemen 
were killed and four others injured on Thursday in a 
blast in Pakistan’s Quetta city, authorities said. The ex-
plosion targeted Additional Inspector General Hameed 
Shakeel, who had left his residence in a vehicle shortly 
earlier, the Dawn news reported. According to police, the 
bomb was planted on the roadside and was detonated by 
remote control

Turkey detains 2,648 illegal mi-
grants in nationwide operation
Ankara, Nov . 9 (IANS):  A total of  2,648 undocu-
mented migrants were detained in nationwide operations 
across Turkey, security force said on Wednesday. Turkish 
border guards rounded up 1,632 migrants attempting to 
illegally enter Turkey from Syria, the Turkish General 
Staff said in a statement, Xinhua reported. Some 171 
undocumented migrants were found attempting to 
cross Turkey-Greece border illegally, according to the 
statement. Another 575 migrants trying to illegally enter 
Greece and Bulgaria were held in northwestern Edirne 
province, a security official told state-run Anadolu 
Agency. Gendarmerie caught 126 migrants, including 
104 Afghan and 22 Pakistani nationals, from a bus at a 
checkpoint in Turkey’s central province of Sivas.

Dubai Customs celebrates World 
Quality Day
Dubai, Nov. 9 (IANS/WAM): The Strategy and 
Corporate Excellence Department at Dubai Customs 
celebrated World Quality Day on Thursday under the 
theme “Celebrating Leadership Everyday”. The event, 
held in Dubai Customs headquarters, was attended by 
executive directors, heads of departments, employees 
as well as representatives from TUV Intercert, the inter-
national certification office. Director of Dubai Customs 
Ahmed Mahboob Musabih said: “Since the launch of  
the first excellence programme, we have raised the bar 
and decided to turn all challenges into opportunities in 
fulfilment of our vision and national strategies whilst 
adopting quality in every work we do.”Musabih added 
that the department earned 15 quality certifications since 
2002, including the International Standard for Service 
Excellence. 
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Beijing, Nov. 9 (IANS):  US 
President Donald Trump on 
Thursday urged all countries 
to stop arming, financing 
and trading with the “mur-
derous” North Korean re-
gime even as he claimed that 
China had a solution to the 
Korean nuclear crisis.
Addressing a joint press 
conference with President 
Xi Jinping at the Great Hall, 
Trump, on a three-day visit 
that began on Wednesday, 
said he and Xi had agreed 
not to replicate failed ap-
proaches to resolve the 
growing crisis.
North Korea figured ma-
jorly on the agenda when Xi 
and Trump held talks at the 
Great Hall of  the People. 
Trump indicated he wanted 
China to pressure North 
Korea to give up its nuclear 
designs.
While Xi promised coop-
eration and coordination, 
Trump said China had the 
solution to the problem.
“Our meeting ... was excel-
lent, discussing North Korea 
and I do believe there is a 
solution to that, as you do,” 
Trump told Xi. “We have 
the capacity to solve world 
problems for many years to 
come.”Xi said: “China is 
ready to work with the US 
to enhance cooperation and 
properly manage the differ-

ences in a spirit of  mutual 
benefit.”
He said the US and China 
had “more coordination and 
cooperation in North Ko-
rea nuclear issue and other 
world challenges. Right now 
China and US relations are 
at a new starting point”.
At the press conference, 
Trump said all responsible 
countries must join together 
to stop arming and financing 
and even trading with the 

“murderous North Korean 
regime”.
“We agreed on the need 
to fully implement all the 
Security Council resolu-
tions on North Korea and to 
increase economic pressure 
until North Korea abandons 
its reckless and dangerous 
path.”
China is the North’s ally 
and its biggest trading part-
ner. Washington believes 
that Beijing has influence 

over Pyongyang because 
of  the close ties. Mao Ze-
dong’s son died fighting 
in Korea against the US in 
the 1950s.
China says it will do what-
ever possible to rein in North 
within the regulated frame-
work of the UN but is not 
in favour of unilateral sanc-
tions against the reclusive 
country.
“Together we have enough 
power to finally liberate this 

region and the world from 
this serious nuclear menace. 
But it will require a collec-
tive effort, collective strength 
and collective devotion to 
winning the peace,” Trump 
added.
Tensions between Wash-
ington and Pyongyang have 
escalated after North Ko-
rea’s test firing of  missiles 
and conducting its most 
powerful hydrogen test in 
September.
North Korea fears the US 
wants it to be merged with 
South Korea.
Trump also talked about 
the yawning trade deficit 
between two countries. 
He blamed his predeces-
sors, not China, for the 
problem.“(The) US really 
has to change its policies 
because they’ve gotten so 
far behind on trade with 
China and frankly with 
many other countries. But 
it’s too bad that past admin-
istrations allowed it to go 
so far.”
Trump is in China on the 
third leg of  his five-nation 
Asia tour after stops in Japan 
and South Korea. He will 
later go to Vietnam and the 
Philippines.
This is Trump’s first visit to 
China as US President and 
the third meeting with Xi 
this year.

Brussels, Nov. 9 (IANS): 
NATO will increase its 
training mission in Afghani-
stan from 13,000 to 16,000 
troops, Secretary General 
Jens Stoltenberg said on 
Thursday.
Underlining that Afghani-
stan’s security situation re-
mained “very challenging”, 
Stoltenberg said NATO 
would increase its support 
for Afghanistan as part of its 
Resolute Support Mission.
Around 13,000 troops from 
39 NATO and partner coun-
tries are in Afghanistan, 
training the Afghan forces 
within the framework of  a 
NATO-led mission.
During the ministerial 
meeting, the US gave a 
briefing on its new South 
Asia strategy, under which 
its troop numbers in Af-
ghanistan have increased. 
The NATO chief  said 27 
other nations have also 
agreed to increase their 
troop numbers in the com-
ing months, Xinhua news 
agency reported.
Ministers from NATO al-
lied countries and partners 
also confirmed they would 
continue to fund the Afghan 
security forces until at least 
2020.
In addition to the financial 
support from the US, “other 
NATO allies and partners 
will continue to provide al-
most a billion US dollars 
each year to the Afghan 
defence and security forces,” 
added Stoltenberg.
The ministers were joined 
by Afghanistan’s Acting De-
fence Minister Tariq Shah 
Bahrami.

 Melbourne, Nov. 9 (IANS):  
An Iranian-born Australian 
Senator has been racially 
abused by members of a far-
right group in Melbourne.
Sam Dastyari, the Senator 
representing New South 
Wales (NSW) for the Aus-
tralian Labour Party (ALP), 
was abused by members of  
the Patriot Blue group in a 
city bar here on Wednesday 
night, Xinhua news agency 
reported.
A video of  the incident 
posted on social media by 
Patriot Blue shows the men 
surrounding Dastyari while 
abusing him.“You terrorist, 

you little monkey,” they 
said.“Why don’t you go 
back to Iran, you terrorist?”
Dastyari fired back at the 
men, calling them racists to 
which they replied: “What 
race is Islam? We are the 
real Australians. Look at this 
terrorist.”Speaking about the 
incident on Thursday, the 
Senator said he would con-
sult with his family before 
deciding if he would pursue 
legal action against the men.
“There is a rise in the ex-
treme right and there is a 
rise of  white nationalism 
and it needs to be called 
out,” he said on Australian 

Broadcasting Corporation 
(ABC) radio.
Prime Minister Malcolm 
Turnbull on Thursday said 
there was “zero tolerance” 
for racism.“There is no place 
for racial vilification in Aus-
tralia,” Turnbull said on 
Australian breakfast televi-
sion.
“We are the most success-
ful multicultural society in 
the world and that is be-
cause... our society is built 
on a foundation of respect,” 
said Turnbull.
“We should have zero toler-
ance for racism and racist 
abuse like that,” he added.

Beijing, Nov. 9 (PTI/AFP) : Russia and 
the US disagreed today over whether US 
President Donald Trump plans to meet his 
Russian counterpart Vladimir Putin at an 
Asia-Pacific summit in Vietnam.
Kremlin aide Yury Ushakov told Russian 
news agencies that the meeting “will be on 
November 10”, with the exact time still being 
discussed.
But in comments in Beijing, where Trump 
is on a state visit, US Secretary of State Rex 
Tillerson said that no decision had been 
taken on a potential meeting.
“There has never been an agreement, cer-
tainly not to a formal bilat,” or bilateral 
encounter, Tillerson said, adding that the 
“question is whether we have got sufficient 
substance” to talk about.Kremlin spokes-
man Dmitry Peskov said talks about the 
time, place and format of the meeting were 
continuing.
“The two presidents will have the possibil-

ity to speak on the sidelines of the APEC 
summit several times in any case,” he added.
Both leaders will attend the Asia-Pacific 
Economic Cooperation summit in the 
Vietnamese city of  Danang in the coming 
days.
The two men last met at the G20 summit in 
Germany in July.Trump said Sunday that 
he thought “it’s expected we’ll meet with 
Putin” to discuss North Korea.In Beijing, 
Trump appealed to both China and Russia 
to act quickly to resolve the North Korean 
nuclear crisis.
“I’m also calling on Russia to help rein in 
this potentially very tragic situation,” he said.
Relations between Moscow and Washington 
have plummeted as a US probe has accused 
Trump’s former campaign aides of secretly 
meeting Kremlin-connected officials.
Russia has denied allegations of interfering 
in the US election last year that brought 
Trump to power.

Bonn, Nov. 9 (IANS): Giving a 
major boost to limit global warm-
ing against the backdrop of  the 
US pulling out of the climate pact, 
UN Climate Change on Thurs-
day announced its new key allies 
to back its efforts to implement 
the 2015 Paris Climate Change 
Agreement.
“We are delighted to announce 
these internationally recognised 
institutions, NGOs, businesses 
and media outlets that are back-
ing our work at the annual UN 
climate conference in Bonn with 
diverse and important support,” 
said UN Climate Change Execu-
tive Secretary Patricia Espinosa in 
a statement.
Hoping that many others will 
support it into the future, she said 
“more will join as the world moves 
to implement the Paris Agreement 

and realize this year’s COP23 
motto -- Further, Faster, Together”.
Two years after the world united 
around the Paris Climate Agree-
ment and a year after its entry 
into force, the UN Framework 
Convention on Climate Change’s 
(UNFCCC) 197 parties have been 
reconvened for the 23rd annual 
climate change talks (COP 23) in 
Bonn till November 17.
The Bonn talks, which began on 
November 6, are expected to take 
a number of  decisions necessary 
to bring the Paris Agreement to 
life, including meaningful progress 
on the agreement implementation 
guidelines, to achieve a goal of  
keeping global warming within 
1.5 degrees Celsius with an aim to 
cut greenhouse gases from burning 
fossil fuels.
The UN Climate Change secre-

tariat, headquartered here, said the 
new allies included Deutsche Post 
DHL Group, a logistics company 
in Germany, Iberdrola S.A., a mul-
tinational power utility company 
that believes in the decarbonisa-
tion of  the electricity sector, and 
KPMG, a Swiss cooperative made 
of a global network of professional 
firms operating in 155 countries 
providing advisory services, includ-
ing climate change and sustainabil-
ity services.
Climate Tracker, an NGO that 
works to make the climate move-
ment global, and empowers young 
journalists, is also among the new 
allies.
Britain-based Christian Aid’s Inter-
national Climate Lead Mohamed 
Adow, who is monitoring the cli-
mate talks, said: “The climate will 
not let us wait until 2020 when the 

Paris Agreement comes into force. 
Climate change is happening now 
and it’s vital that immediate actions 
to cut emissions become a feature 
of this summit.”
“It risks undermining the very 
foundations of  the Paris Agree-
ment and the multilateral process. 
In Durban in 2011 poor countries 
agreed to a single negotiation track 
in return for assurances that pre-
2020 actions would be addressed. 
Likewise, developed countries 
committed to a second commit-
ment period of the Kyoto Protocol 
in Doha in 2012 and yet five years 
later it remains unratified - and at 
this rate may not come into force 
before its end date in 2020!”
At COP 23, attention is turning to 
whether the US and its allies will 
continue to advance an agenda 
focused mainly on mitigation, 

carbon markets and transparency 
of action, while neglecting or foot 
dragging on other key issues such 
as adaptation, loss and damage, 
finance, technology transfer, capac-
ity building, transparency of sup-
port, compliance, and the global 
stocktake.
In his inaugural remarks on No-
vember 6, Fiji President Frank 
Bainimarama, who is chairing the 
meeting, said there was a need to 
keep the climate action commit-
ments in full and not back away 
from them.
“That is why Fiji has been so deter-
mined to help build a grand coali-
tion of governments at every level 
-- civil society, private sector and 
faith-based organisations -- and to 
connect this effort to as many of  
the 7.5 billion citizens of the planet 
as possible,” he said.

Cairo, Nov. 9 (IANS):  
Egyptian President Abdel-
Fattah al-Sisi has said that 
Cairo has always support-
ed a “peaceful solution” 
to the Israeli-Palestinian 
conflict.
“The end of a decade-long 
internal split in Palestine 
is an important step for ef-
forts to advance peace talks 
between the Israelis and Pal-
estinians,” the President said 
on Wednesday at Red Sea 
resort of  Sharm el-Sheikh 
on the sidelines of the ongo-
ing week-long World Youth 
Forum.
“We believe that achiev-
ing an internal Palestinian 

reconciliation will help pave 
the way for the resumption 
of peace talks.” 
In October, Palestinian ri-
val movements Fatah and 
Hamas agreed to end their 
long-time rift following 
talks mediated by Egypt in 
Cairo, reports Xinhua news 
agency. 
As per the agreement, the 
consensus government un-
der Fatah will have full con-
trol of  Hamas-ruled Gaza 
Strip by December 1.
“Their reconciliation will 
also reduce pressure in the 
Gaza Strip and curb extrem-
ism there,” Sisi noted.He 
also reaffirmed that Egypt 

will not give up any land in 
the Sinai Peninsula as part 
of the so-called deal of the 
century, a proposal promot-
ed by US President Donald 
Trump for resolving the 
Palestinian-Israeli conflict.
Several senior Egyptian of-
ficials have expressed objec-
tion to the idea of  ceding 
part of  Sinai for the estab-
lishment of  a Palestinian 
state.
Egypt has been working 
with other international 
players to bring the Pal-
estinians and the Israelis 
to the negotiation table 
to end their seven-decade 
conflict. 

London, Nov. 9 (PTI):  Brit-
ain’s senior-most Indian-
origin minister Priti Patel has 
resigned from her Cabinet 
post over her unauthorised 
secret meetings with Israeli 
politicians while on a holi-
day in the Jewish country.
Patel’s position as interna-
tional development minister 
had become increasingly un-
tenable after it emerged that 
she had two further meetings 
with Israeli officials that 
were not disclosed through 
the proper procedure.
The 45-year-old minister 
resigned late last night after 
a meeting at Downing Street 
with Prime Minister Theresa 
May.In her resignation, Patel 
again apologised and said 
her actions “fell below the 
standards of  transparency 
and openness that I have 
promoted and advocated”.
It follows a week of contro-
versies around a dozen un-
disclosed meetings she had 
with other Israelis, including 
Prime Minister Benjamin 
Netanyahu, for which she 
had been forced to apologise.

Her departure from the Cab-
inet marks an abrupt halt 
to the meteoric rise of  the 
Gujarati-origin MP, often 
touted as a potential future 
leader of  the Conservative 
party and a prime ministerial 
candidate.
She was elected as a Con-
servative MP for Witham 
in Essex in 2010 and gained 
prominence in the then 
David Cameron-led Tory 
government as his ‘Indian 
Diaspora Champion’.

She went on to be appointed 
to junior ministerial posts, 
treasury minister in 2014 
and then employment min-
ister after the 2015 general 
election, before May pro-
moted her to secretary of  
state in the department for 
international development 
(DfID) last year.
A longstanding Euroscep-
tic, Patel is among the most 
vocal supporters of  Brexit 
and had steered the ‘Vote 
Leave’ campaign in the lead 

up to the June 2016 referen-
dum in favour of  Britain’s 
exit from the European 
Union (EU).
She must have hoped that 
the storm around her un-
disclosed meetings in Israel 
would die down after a for-
mal apology before she flew 
out to Africa for an official 
tour of Uganda and Ethio-
pia yesterday.
Earlier this week, Downing 
Street had said that May 
had accepted Patel’s apol-
ogy over a series of meetings 
while she was on holiday in 
Israel in August without re-
porting them to the Foreign 
Office.It is understood that 
she met Israel’s public secu-
rity minister Gilad Erdan in 
the UK Parliament complex 
in early September and an 
Israeli foreign ministry of-
ficial Yuval Rotem in New 
York later that month.
Opposition parties had been 
calling for Patel’s resigna-
tion as minister in charge of  
DfID and the country’s aid 
budget if it emerged that she 
had breached the ministe-

rial code of  conduct and 
failed to follow established 
protocol.In a letter to May, 
Labour’s shadow Cabinet 
Office minister Jon Trickett 
had called on the premier to 
either call in her independ-
ent adviser on ministerial 
standards to investigate, or 
“state publicly and explain 
your full reasons for why 
Priti Patel retains your con-
fidence”.
In her apology statement on 
Monday, Patel had attribut-
ed the unreported meetings 
to “enthusiasm”.
Her conduct had already led 
May to direct her Cabinet 
Office to look into tighten-
ing the ministerial code of  
conduct to avoid any such 
incidents in future.
It was widely believed that 
the delay in dismissing Patel 
was because the prime min-
ister was more at ease keep-
ing pro- Brexit MPs close 
at hand to prevent them 
doing too much damage as 
opponents of  government 
decisions on the Tory back-
benches.
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Halle Berry comes to Mumbai unannounced
Oscar-winning actress Halle Berry is in India and enjoying getting “lost” in the streets 
of the country’s financial and film capital, as well as soaking in the sun. Berry, known 
for films like “Monster’s Ball”, “Die Another Day” and “X-Men”, revealed through 
her Instagram account that she is in India. “Caught a sunrise in Mumbai today,” the 
actress posted on Wednesday, along with a photograph capturing a skyline full of high-
rises as the sun rays add an orange tinge to the sky. In another image posted a few hours 
later, Berry is seen wearing a tie-and-dye knee-length casual dress, with her hair tied in 
a ponytail. It’s a wide angle back shot, and encapsulates a street lined by cars and two-
wheelers and flanked by restaraunts. “Take time to get lost today,” Berry wrote with the 
photograph, which includes a banner popular restauarant Bade Miya, known best for its 
delectable kebabs. (IANS)

Always championed instilling 
confidence in women — Victoria

Beyonce’s hat fetches 
$27,500 at charity auction

S
inger-turned-fashion designer 
Victoria Beckham, who has 
partnered with a global fitness 
and lifestyle brand for a collec-
tion, says she is all for boosting 

women’s confidence.
Beckham has collabo-

rated with Reebok, and says 
her line -- Reebok x Victo-
ria Beckham collection -- 
challenges the traditional 
notions of  fitness wear. It 
will be introduced in late 
2018.

“I am incredibly 
excited to embark on 
this partnership built on 
shared values. I have al-
ways championed instilling 
confidence in women and 
Reebok is a brand that has 
been at the forefront of  this 
same message for decades.

“To have the opportunity to 
challenge the traditional notions 
of  fitness wear within a fashion 
context is something I have al-
ways wanted to do. I have long 
incorporated sportswear 
into my wardrobe and 
daily life and I am 
thrilled to be com-
ing together with 
the brand on such 
a dynamic proposi-
tion,” Beckham said 
in a statement.

The British 
designer will join 

celebrities like Ariana Grande, Gigi 
Hadid, Aly Raisman and Teyana Taylor, 
among others, to push new boundaries in 
the brand’s long-time mission of  empow-
ering women to be the best version of  

themselves.
“As a brand, we look 

to partner with not just 
influential women, 
but women who 
want to truly change 
the world,” shared 
Reebok’s Corinna 
Werkle, Senior 
Vice President of  
Women’s Initiatives 
at Reebok. 

“There’s no better 
embodiment of  this 

than Victoria. She is 
a true visionary who 
possesses a relentless 
desire to help women be-

come the best version 
of  themselves,” 

Werkle added.
IANS

S
inger Beyonce 
Knowles raised 
$27,500 at a 
charity auction by 
selling the hat she 

wore in her “Formation” 
video.

Knowles donated the 
signed item to a Herit-
age Auction that benefits 
the The Lung Transplant 

Project, a non-profit 
organisation that pro-
vides support to lung 

transplant recipients, re-
ports dailymail.co.uk. The 
hat features a wide brim 
and a black ribbon, as well 
as her signature alongside 
the words: “All my Love.”

Initially, the item was 
expected to sell for less than 
$2,000, but several bidders 
became involved with the 
auction, which meant that 
the hat ultimately sold for 
$27,500.

IANS

Music is something the world would be lost without! We feel it, we breathe it, we love it!  Eastern 
Mirror’s - Rhythm of Love- connects our readers to music through conversation with artists as they 
share their  experience with their love …… MUSIC
Music moves us, opens our emotions - passing all barriers. Music is a piece that we can all 
connect to so Readers get connected with your favorite artists every Friday with Rhythm of Love.

Little did we know

EASTERN MIRROR: How would you like to 
introduce yourself to those who haven’t heard 
of you yet.....
Aren Jamir: It’s been about a year now since I be-
gan my voyage as a Youth Pastor at my own native 
village which is Kangtsung near Tuli Town. It has 
been my passion to work with young people. The best 
part is in discovering their talents, God-given talents, 
and letting them use it for the glory of  God. Besides 
that I’m a worship leader, a composer and a singer.

 
EASTERN MIRROR: When did you realise 
music was a passion for you?....Any stories 
behind your singing career?
Aren Jamir: It started recently, when I was in 10th 
standard. I still remember my first song, singing with 
my friend Wati on father’s day. I was very nervous, 
my legs were shivering, but somehow we managed to 
complete the song. The challenge of  singing on that 
day was a breakthrough for my music career. It took 
me several other opportunities given the platform 
to exhibit and prune my skills. My realization of  
the fact that my heart beats for music became my 
motivation to work hard.  From that day onwards, I 
started singing as a front man in a band and began 
to lead worship at Yinsem Fellowship (DABA). In 
fact, my first music platform started from an unas-
sumingly small Nagamese Church (NGM).

 
EASTERN MIRROR: Being a Youth pastor 
(as mentioned in indihut) and a musician...
what do you think is the role of ‘music’ when it 
comes to bringing positive changes among the 
youths of the state.
Aren Jamir:  “Music” is something that Church 
and State demands, knowing the fact that it plays 

a vital role in touching the hearts and souls of  the 
people especially the youths. We can clearly see that 
different organisations opt for Music as a means to 
give awareness on Drugs/Alcohol/ HIV/AIDS and 
so forth. The impact can be very much positive as 
the turn-ups is always tremendous when it comes to 
music-based programs. In the near future, I believe 
that music will take higher role to reach out to the 
young people because it does not have any barriers. It 
connects directly with their hearts.

 
EASTERN MIRROR: What is your say on the 
various singers of the state who are working 
tirelessly to bring about change in the society 
through their meaningful songs?
Aren Jamir: Looking backon past decades, Naga 
artists have jumped from good to excellence in the 
field of  music. Currently, there are some prominent 
artists whom I know and they are serious about 
bringing change through their meaningful songs and 
I’m thankful to them. I personally feel that music 
should be for a cause, it should speak louder than 
the words. I include myself  in saying that, “It is im-
portant to promote professional music like other well 

known artists in the rest of  the world but we should 
not forget to let our heart speak through it”. This is 
why we need to let the heart write the song.

 
 EASTERN MIRROR: What is your debut 
single “Beautiful with Jesus” all about?
Aren Jamir: My debut single “Beautiful with 
Jesus” comes as a testimony to my self-realization of  
life’s true richness in Christ. Like any other fledgling 
youth, I thought life as a Christian would be fun-less 
boring life. Instead, life in Christ brought out the 
most beautiful side of  life in me. Every word and 
melody of  the song is meant to express my delight of  
a life full in Christ.

 
EASTERN MIRROR: What are the things that 
you focus on while composing songs?
Aren Jamir: Basically I focus more on tune and the 
message of  the song. I’ve noticed that the first thing 
that most of  the listeners would like to hear is catchy 
tunes and then lyrics. Reflections from my own 
experience is something  nobody else can write for 
me. And that part of  the song is where I feel belongs 
with the song rather than just writing on some other 
things, which is still equally important. You might 
have noticed that my lyrics are rather simple and 
easy to understand. If  that so, I’m glad about it.

 
EASTERN MIRROR: Your influences?
Aren Jamir: There is no particular influence 
as such. Everyday we listen to different tastes of  
music but only some gives significant flavour to the 
heart. In this regard I would give credit to some well 
known artists like John Mayer, Steven Curtis, Israel 
Houghton, Chris Tomlin and the like.

Aren Jamir 
who is at present serving as a youth 
pastor at Kangtsung near Tuli town 
is also a gifted singer, he made his 
debut into the music industry with 
the release of  his single “Beautiful 
with Jesus” recently.

His first experience with 
singing goes back to as early as 
his class 10th performance when 
he sang nervously onstage with 
shivery legs infront of  his school 
and since then he has always kept 
music close to him.

His debut single “Beautiful 
with Jesus” is a testimony of  his 
self-realization of  life’s true rich-
ness in Christ

The young artist highlights 
that  “Music” is something that 
the church and the state demands, 
knowing the fact that it plays a 
vital role in touching the hearts 
and souls of  the people especially 
the youths. “

Sightings
Celine Dion performs remixed 
‘My heart will go on’

Singer Celine Dion surprised her fans at a fund-
raising concert here by performing a remixed 
version of her popular song “My heart will go on” 

from the 1997 film “Titanic”. Dion performed alongside 
musician Steve Aoki at Benefit Concert at OMNIA 
Nightclub inside Caesars Palace here on Tuesday night, 
reports etonline.com. Donning a ruffled one-sleeve 
jumpsuit, Dion sang the “Titanic” ballad while stand-
ing on the DJ booth. Following the performance, Aoki 
joined Dion and they both did their best dance moves.  
The Benefit Concert was aimed to raise funds for those 
affected by the tragic Las Vegas shooting last month 
during the Route 91 Harvest Festival. Tiesto, Zedd, 
Kaskade, Party Favor, Cash Cash, Lil Jon and more also 
performed at the event. The show raised over $1,000,000 
through donations, ticket sales and all revenue earned 
throughout the night. (IANS)

Paisley, Underwood mock Trump 
at CMA Awards

The 51st Annual Country Music Association 
(CMA) Awards started on a political note when 
the hosts Brad Paisley and Carrie Underwood 

mocked US President Donald Trump. Paisley and 
Underwood started the show on Wednesday by wearing 
eclipse sunglasses, poking fun at Trump, who at one 
point looked at August’s solar eclipse without wearing 
eye protection, reports dailymail.co.uk. The pair also 
sang an opening song with the lyrics: “Maybe next time 
he’ll think before he tweets.”, Paisley then started play-
ing the guitar and sang a parody of Underwood’s 2005 
single “Before he cheats”. “Right now he’s probably 
in his PJs, watching cable news, reaching for his cell 
phone,” Paisley sang. Underwood joined in and said: 
“It’s fun to watch it that’s for sure, ‘til little ‘Rocket Man’ 
starts a nuclear war. Maybe next time he’ll think before 
he tweets.” (IANS)

Oona Laurance intimidated by 
Mila Kunis

American child actor Oona Laurance says she is 
intimidated by her “A Bad Moms Christmas” 
co-stars, including Mila Kunis and Kristen 

Bell. “I’m intimidated to be among all these stars. It’s 
really cool. They are having the best time, and it feels 
like a dream,” Laurance said in a statement. “A Bad 
Moms Christmas” is a sequel of “Bad Moms”, which 
had challenged the “perfect mother” stereotype in a 
fun way and was a huge success last year.  The new 
film, which also features Kristen Bell, Susan Sarandon 
and Kathryn Hahn, is written and directed by Jon 
Lucas and Scott Moore. The holiday-themed sequel 
revolves around the life of three mothers who refuse to 
ruin their Christmas by doing all the chores, cooking, 
wrapping, decorating, shopping and looking after eve-
rybody. In the film, Laurance plays the role of Kunis’ 
character’s daughter Jane Mitchell. It is releasing in 
India on Friday. (IANS)

TickeT raTes
Silver Rs. 80
Gold Rs. 150

Platinum Rs. 320

HILL STAR 
Movie Schedule

Hill Star is thrilled to announce its valued HillStarCinema fans that the 
hall is now live at BookMyShowIN You can now BUY tickets online! 

10 am, 5.30 pm: Thor 
Ragnarok

12.30, 8 pm: Qarib Qarib 
single

3 pm: Shadi: Mein 
Zaror Aana
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New York, Nov. 9 (IANS): An inter-
national team of astronomers has made 
a bizarre discovery -- a star that refuses 
to stop shining despite exploding more 
than once over a period of 50 years.

The explosions of stars, known as 
supernovae, have been observed in the 
thousands and in all cases they marked 
the death of a star.

But a new study, published in the 
journal Nature, challenges known 
theories about the death of stars. Their 
observations included data from Keck 
Observatory on Maunakea in Hawaii.

“The spectra we obtained at Keck 
Observatory showed that this super-
nova looked like nothing we had ever 
seen before. This, after discovering 
nearly 5,000 supernovae in the last two 
decades,” said study co-author Peter 
Nugent from Lawrence Berkeley Na-
tional Laboratory in the US.

“While the spectra bear a resem-
blance to normal hydrogen-rich core-
collapse supernova explosions, they 
grew brighter and dimmer at least five 
times more slowly, stretching an event 
which normally lasts 100 days to over 
two years,” Nugent said. 

The supernova, named iPTF14hls, 
was discovered in September 2014 
by the Palomar Transient Factory. At 
the time, it looked like an ordinary 
supernova. 

Several months later, astronomers 
at Las Cumbres Observatory in the US 
noticed the supernova was growing 
brighter again after it had faded.

When astronomers went back 
and looked at archival data, they were 
astonished to find evidence of an explo-
sion in 1954 at the same location. 

This star somehow survived that 
explosion and exploded again in 2014.

“This supernova breaks every-
thing we thought we knew about how 
they work. It’s the biggest puzzle I’ve 
encountered in almost a decade of  
studying stellar explosions,” said lead 
author Iair Arcavi, a NASA Einstein 
postdoctoral fellow at LCO and the 
University of  California Santa Bar-
bara.

The study calculated that the star 
that exploded was at least 50 times 
more massive than the Sun and prob-
ably much larger. 

Supernova iPTF14hls may have 
been the most massive stellar explosion 
ever seen. The size of  this explosion 
could be the reason that conventional 
understanding of  the death of  stars 
failed to explain this event.

Astronomers continue to monitor 
the supernova, which remains bright 
three years after it was discovered.

Beijing, Nov. 9 (IANS): A China-made robot has ob-
tained a high score on a written test for the national 
doctor qualification, authorities said.

The robot, co-developed by leading Chinese tech firm 
iFlytek and Tsinghua University, has achieved a score of  
456, higher than the national pass mark of 360, according 
to the Health and Family Planning Commission in Anhui 
Province.

This year, around 530,000 people across the country took 
the examination in August, Xinhua reported. 

Watched by examination supervisors, the robot an-
swered the same test paper at the same time as its human 
counterparts in a designated test room without internet 
access or signal.The whole process was recorded to prevent 
cheating, according to iFlytek

The test showed the robotic doctor has mastered self-
learning and problem-solving abilities to a degree. 

It will be used to assist doctors in clinical diagnosis and 
will see patients in hospitals, residential communities and 
homes in the future.

San Francisco, Nov. 9 
(IANS): A self-driving shut-
tle made by French startup 
named Navya and owned 
and run by French private 
transportation company 
Keolis collided with a semi-
truck on the first day of its 
service in Las Vegas, media 
reported.

“Within an hour of  
starting its new expanded 
operation on Wednesday, 
following a two-week pilot 
test back in January, the 
shuttle hit the front end of  
a large delivery truck as the 
human driver pulled out into 
the street from a loading 
bay,” The Verge reported on 

Thursday.
The self-driving shuttle 

was not at fault, Las Vegas 
city officials wrote in a blog 
post.There were no reports 
of  injuries and the shuttle 
did not suffer any major 
damage. Only the bumper of  
the shuttle was damaged and 
none of the eight passengers 
or the truck driver sustained 
injuries.The shuttle called 
Arma can carry up to 12 
passengers and operates on a 
0.6-mile loop around down-
town Las Vegas offering free 
rides to commuters. It is built 
without a steering wheel 
or brake pedals for human 
drivers.

Washington,  Nov.  9 
(IANS): Think you are good 
at making nicknames? Read 
on, because NASA has an 
excellent opportunity for 
you.

Scientists at NASA have 
started a campaign invit-
ing the public to choose an 
informal name for the New 
Horizons mission’s next 
flyby destination, which 
is going to be the farthest 
planetary encounter in the 
history of  spaceflight, the 
US space agency said on 
Tuesday.

On January 1, 2019, the 
New Horizons spacecraft 
will fly past a small, frozen 
world in the Kuiper Belt 
-- 1.6 billion km past Pluto 
and at the outer edge of our 
solar system.

As per telescopic obser-
vations, the MU69 is either 
a binary orbiting pair or a 
contact (stuck together) pair 
of  nearly like-sized bodies 
with diametres near 20 and 
18 km.

NASA and the New 
Horizons team have sought 
public’s help in giving 

Washington, Nov. 9 (IANS): 
A geothermal heat source called 
a mantle plume lies deep below 
West Antarctica, explaining some 
of  the melting that creates lakes 
and rivers under the ice sheet, con-
firms a new NASA study.

The heat source may help 
explain why the West Antarctic 
ice sheet collapsed rapidly in an 
earlier era of rapid climate change, 
and why it is so unstable today, 
said the study published in the 
Journal of Geophysical Research: 
Solid Earth.

The stability of an ice sheet is 
closely related to how much water 
lubricates it from below, allowing 
glaciers to slide more easily. 

Understanding the sources and 
future of the meltwater under West 
Antarctica is important for esti-
mating the rate at which ice may 
be lost to the ocean in the future.

The mantle plume deep below 
Antarctica’s Marie Byrd Land 
formed 50 to 110 million years 
ago, long before the West Antarc-
tic ice sheet came into existence, 
the researchers determined.

At the end of the last ice age 
around 11,000 years ago, the ice 
sheet went through a period of  
rapid, sustained ice loss when 
changes in global weather pat-
terns and rising sea levels pushed 
warm water closer to the ice sheet 
-- just as is happening today. 

The researchers suggest that 
the mantle plume could facilitate 
this kind of  rapid loss.Some 30 
years ago, a scientist at the Univer-
sity of Colorado Denver suggested 
that heat from a mantle plume 
under Marie Byrd Land might 
explain regional volcanic activity 
and a topographic dome feature. 

Very recent seismic imag-
ing has supported this con-
cept. When Helene Seroussi of  
NASA’s Jet Propulsion Labora-
tory in Pasadena, California, 
first heard the idea, however, “I 
thought it was crazy,” she said. 

“I didn’t see how we could 
have that amount of heat and still 
have ice on top of  it,” Seroussi 
said.With few direct measure-
ments existing from under the ice, 
Seroussi and Erik Ivins of  JPL 

concluded the best way to study 
the mantle plume idea was by 
numerical modelling. 

They used the Ice Sheet Sys-
tem Model (ISSM), a numerical 
depiction of  the physics of  ice 
sheets developed by scientists at 
JPL and the University of Califor-
nia, Irvine. 

To assure the model was 
realistic, the scientists drew on 
observations of  changes in the 
altitude of  the ice sheet surface 
made by NASA’s IceSat satel-
lite and airborne Operation 
IceBridge campaign. 

Since the location and size of  
the possible mantle plume were 
unknown, they tested a full range 
of  what was physically possible 
for multiple parameters, producing 
dozens of different simulations.

They found that the flux of en-
ergy from the mantle plume must 
be no more than 150 milliwatts per 
square metre.

For comparison, in US regions 
with no volcanic activity, the heat 
flux from Earth’s mantle is 40 to 
60 milliwatts.

Washington,  Nov.  9  
(IANS): Astronomers have 
detected the second most 
distant dusty, star-forming 
galaxy ever found in the 
universe -- born 12.8 billion 
years ago.

The findings showed 
that the galaxy was born 
in the first one billion years 
after the Big Bang.

Being able to image an 
object born within the first 
billion years is remarkable, 
because the universe was too 
hot and too uniform to form 
anything for the first 400 
million years, the research-
ers said. 

“The Big Bang hap-
pened 13.7 billion years ago, 
and now we are seeing this 
galaxy from 12.8 billion 
years ago, so it was forming 
within the first billion years 
after the Big Bang,” said Min 

Yun, astrophysicist at the 
University of Massachusetts 
at Amherst, in the US.

“We always knew there 
were some out there that are 
enormously large and bright, 

but they are invisible in vis-
ible light spectrum because 
they are so obscured by the 
thick dust clouds that sur-
round their young stars.” 

“So our best guess is that 

the first stars and galaxies 
and black holes all formed 
within the first half a billion 
to one billion years. This 
new object is very close to 
being one of the first galaxies 
ever to form,” Yun said.

The new object, de-
tailed in the journal Nature 
Astronomy, was detected 
using a Large Millimeter 
Telescope (LMT), jointly 
operated by the University 
of  Massachusetts Amherst 
and Mexico’s Instituto Na-
cional de Astrofisica, Opti-
ca y Electronica, located on 
the summit of  a 15,000-feet 
extinct volcano in Mexico. 

It is the oldest object 
ever detected by the LMT 
and at present there is only 
one other, slightly older 
and more distant object like 
this known, the researchers 
noted.

London, Nov. 9 (IANS): 
The stature and body mass 
of  hominins has evolved 
with varying speed, suggests 
a recent study involving fos-
sils of 311 species spanning 
over four million years ago 
of  humans who lived after 
the last ice age.

The study conducted by 
University of  Cambridge 
stated that rather than steadi-
ly increasing in size, hominin 
bodies advanced in “pulse 
and stasis fluctuations”, with 
some “lineages even shrink-
ing”.

For a long span, the 
height and weight of hom-
inins evolved roughly in con-
cert, nearly 1.5 million years 
ago, their stature separated 
from weight, and then the 
early humans went through 
a tall and skinny phase. 

“An increase solely in 
stature would have created 

a leaner physique, with long 
legs and narrow hips and 
shoulders. This may have 
been an adaptation to new 
environments and endur-
ance hunting, as early Homo 
species left the forests and 
moved on to more arid Afri-
can savannahs,” lead author 
Manuel Will from the Uni-
versity of Cambridge, said.

“The later addition of  
body mass coincides with 

ever-increasing migrations 
into higher latitudes, where a 
bulkier body would be better 
suited for thermoregulation 
in colder Eurasian climates,” 
he added.

The study published in 
the journal Royal Society 
Open Science also stated 
that the scientists identi-
fied three key “pulses” of  
significant change. The first 
change occurred with Homo 

around 2.2-1.9m years ago 
and saw a joint surge in both 
height (around 20 cm) and 
weight (between 15-20kg). 
Stature then separated from 
heft with a height increase 
alone of 10cm between 1.4-
1.6m years ago, shortly after 
the emergence of  Homo 
erectus. Consistently heavier 
hominins with an estimated 
10-15kg greater body mass 
began appearing in the fossil 
record only a million years 
later (0.5-0.4m years ago). 

“Body size is one of the 
most important determi-
nants of the biology of every 
organism on the planet,” 
Will said. “Reconstructing 
the evolutionary history of  
body size has the potential 
to provide us the insights 
into the development of lo-
comotion, brain complexity, 
feeding strategies, and even 
social life,” he noted.

Astronomers discover 
bizarre star that won’t die

Chinese robot scores high in 
doctor qualification test

Self-driving shuttle 
crashes on first day in US

NASA seeks nickname for New Horizons’ next flyby target Heat source under Antarctica 
melting its ice sheet —  NASA

Astronomers spot one of the ‘oldest galaxies’

Height, weight of our ancestors 
evolved at varying speed — Study

 MIRROR CROSSWORD 1646SUD0KU 1485
Every Sudoku has a unique solution that can be 
reached logically. Enter numbers into the blank 
spaces so that each row, column and 3x3 box 
contains the numbers 1 to 9.

SOLUTIONS TO CROSSWORD 1645

 Across
 1 Misfortunes
 5 Big name in cosmetics
 9 Synagogue
 13 Unhappy expression
 14 Scholarly book
 15 Roll call response
 16 Sensitive topics
 19 Song of India
 20 Modus __
 21 Parenthetical comments
 23 “Time” founder
 24 Broad smile
 25 Cut into
 28 Composer Mussorgsky
 32 Rhone tributary
 33 BÃªte noire
 34 Coffee alternative
 35 Atlantic fish
 36 Street lingo
 38 Sea dogs
 39 Sister of Zsa Zsa
 40 Advance
 41 Wavy silk pattern
 42 Having feelings
 44 Moved deeply
 46 Bereft
 47 Creator of Mickey and Donald
 48 “Baywatch” actress Anderson
 51 Moon of Jupiter
 55 Bowled over
 56 Analgesic
 58 Distinctive flavor
 59 Fishing spot
 60 Calm interval  
 61 Jekyll’s alter ego
 62 Hopalong Cassidy actor
 63 With skill
 Down
 1 ___ facto
 2 Plane stunt
 3 Attraction
 4 British money
 5 Immediately
 6 Made invalid
 7 Former Dodge model
 8 After taxes

 9 Pilgrim’s goal
 10 Cattle count 
 11 Compulsion
 12 Grasslands
 17 Stop temporarily
 18 Malay garment
 22 Flank
 24 Crime buster
 25 Dots in the ocean
 26 Ingenuous
 27 1980’s Schwarzenegger 

role
 29 Flight component
 30 Pied-a-___
 31 Alleviated
 33 Embargo
 36 Persian governor
 37 Claim on property 
 38 Nacho base
 40 Wilde’s “The Ballad of 

Reading ___”
 41 Metric prefix

 43 Arctic transport
 44 Ostentatiously stylish
 45 Had a discussion
 48 Approach
 49 Absent
 50 Patch up
 51 Florentine farewell
 52 Soft lump in yarn
 53 Break the news
 54 Air France destination
 57 Clerical garb

SOLUTIONS TO SUD0KU 1485

“MU69” a nickname to use for 
this exploration target, the report 
said.

“New Horizons made his-
tory two years ago with the first 
close-up look at Pluto, and is now 
on course for the farthest plan-
etary encounter in the history of  
spaceflight. 

“We’re pleased to bring the 

public along on this exciting mis-
sion of discovery,” Thomas Zur-
buchen, Associate Administrator 
for NASA’s Science Mission 
Directorate in Washington, said 
in a statement. 

Once the flyby mission gets 
over, NASA will choose a formal 
name based in part on whether 
MU69 is found to be a single 

body, a binary pair, or perhaps 
a system of multiple objects, the 
space agency said. 

The campaign, open to the 
public, will close at 3 p.m. on 
December 1. NASA and the 
New Horizons team will review 
the top vote-getters and an-
nounce their selection in early 
January.

AP/PTI

 This illustration provided by NASA shows the New Horizons spacecraft. The probe whipped past Pluto in 2015 and is headed 
to 2014 MU69 for an attempted 2019 flyby of the tiny, icy world on the edge of the solar system.
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Sangzi claim Loyem trophy via penalties Viho’s hat-trick steers 
Tyrants FC to quarters

Nagaland to 
host All India 
Kung-fu C'ship

Muaythai fighters 
from Nagaland seek 
national glory 

Tripura pips Meghalaya 
by six-wickets  

Cricket: Nagaland eves 
defeat Meghalaya by 132 runs

Turaco FC rout Naga Jaguars to book berth in last 8

CLASSIC CUP

Players of Sangzi FC celebrate after their win over Khulioh King FC to lift the latest Loyem Memorial Senior Soccer Open 
Championship on Thursday.   

A jubilant Nagaland women’s U19 team after their victory over Meghalaya.

Physical Education Teachers (PET) participating in an ‘untrained physical 
instructors’ programme at Agri Expo site in Dimapur on Thursday. Thirteen 
instructors are conducting the training for teachers who were appointed 
as ‘fixed payoff’ under SSA program. The first batch of trainees includes 
teachers from the districts of Dimapur, Kohima, Kiphire and Zunheboto.

EM Images/Caisii Mao

Players of Tyrants FC (Blue) and Ethereal FC (Yellow) in action during their match at Kohima local 
ground on November 9.

EM Images

Dimapur, Nov. 9 (EMN): 
After getting an equaliser 
deep into regulation time, 
Sangzi FC then outgunned 
Khulioh King FC in the en-
suing penalty shootout to lift 
the 25th edition of  Loyem 
Memorial Senior Soccer 

Open Championship at Tu-
ensang town on Thursday. 

An update from the 
organisers informed that 
Sangzi claimed the cham-
pionship by outscoring its 
opponents 3-2 during the 
tie-breaker. Khulioh King 

was the first to draw blood 
– early in the 4th minute 
– when Shellem found the 
back of the net.  It took an-
other 85 minutes for Sangzi 
to conjure a response. Barely 
two minutes from regulation 
time, in the 88th minute, 

Sangzi’s Salu came up with 
the equaliser – leaving the 
game in a stalemate at the 
end of regulation time. Nei-
ther of the team could score 
during extra time.

During the penalty 
shootout, Sangzi’s goalie 
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proved to be the hero even 
as he saved three penalty 
kicks to help his team claim 
the championship via a 3-2 
scoreline.   

The winning team was 
rewarded a cash prize of Rs. 
2.5 lakh while the runner-up 
received Rs 1.5 lakh. Two 
teams – Ngangpong FC and 
Scavenger Hunt FC – were 
adjudged ‘best losing teams’ 
and rewarded Rs. 25 thou-
sand each. 

The ‘A’ team of Donch-
ing Yangmei FC was de-
clared as the ‘most promis-
ing team’ and received a 
cash prize of Rs. 5000.    

“In the individual cat-
egory, golden glove was 
bagged by Kumzuk Chang 
of  Scavenger Hunt FC, 
golden ball was awarded 
to Kedon Kweho of Sangzi 
FC. There was a tie in the 
golden boot award, Awa-
ngbo of  Ngangpong FC 
and Kelep of  Scavenger 
Hunt FC shared the golden 
boot award by scoring seven 
goals each. Cash prize of  
fifteen thousand each and 
certificate was awarded to 
individual category,” it in-
formed. 

Dimapur, Nov. 9 (EMN): 
The All Nagaland Kung-Fu 
Association has informed 
that it would be hosting All 
India Kung-fu Champion-
ship, the first ever to be held 
in Nagaland. 

The event will be held 
from November 28-30th at 
Government Higher Sec-
ondary School ground, 
Half  Nagarjan Dimapur, 
according to a statement 
from the association. “All 
interested individuals and 
clubs are welcome to par-
ticipate in this grand cham-
pionship,” it stated. 

Dimapur, Nov. 9 (EMN): A five-member 
team of  All Nagaland Amateur Muaythai 
Association will be departing for Bangalore 
to participate in the 17th National Muaythai 
Championship for seniors. The event will be-
gin from November 16 and end on the 19th, 
according to a press release.

The tournament will be held at MTI Na-
tional HQ NO 287, Umerbagh Extension, 
Bangalore-78. “The team is being led by Botovi 
Achumi, manager-cum-coach, general secre-
tary, Nagaland Muaythai Association. 

“The player in senior ‘A’ category includes 
Beching Akai T Konyak while in senior ‘B’ 
includes Tohuto Achumi Bharat Kumar Bisoyi 
and Rajiblochan Nayar,” it informed.

Dimapur, Nov. 9 (EMN): Tripura defeated 
Jammu and Kashmir by six-wickets in a Cooch 
Behar (U-19) Group-D match played Nagaland 
Cricket Stadium, Dimapur. 

According to a press release from Nagaland 
Cricket Association, the Tripura team was set a 
target of  226 runs in the fourth innings. Jammu 
and Kashmir were bundled out for a meagre 
145 in their first innings. 

Tripura managed to accumulate 264 in 
reply, ensuring a precious lead of  119 runs. 
Jammu and Kashmir fared much better in the 
second outing – putting a second-innings total 
of  345. Tripura chased down the target of  226 
runs on the fourth day itself, with six wickets in 
hand. The NCA statement thanked the Board 
of  Control for Cricket in India (BCCI) “for al-
lotting the match to NCA”.

Our Correspondent
Kohima, Nov. 9 (EMN): 
Viho scored a hat-trick as 
Tyrants FC blanked Ethe-
real FC 4-0 to enter the 
quarters of  the ongoing 
Classic Cup soccer tourna-
ment here at Kohima local 
ground on November 9.

Viho led from the front 
with his individual 
effort as Tyrants 
FC eased into the 
round of  last four. 
Vilhouvoto opened the ac-
count for Tyrants when he 
scored in the 11th minute, 
while Viho doubled the 
lead in the 22nd minute 
and the third in the 39th 
minute.

Moving into the second 
half, Viho went on to score 
his hat-trick goal in the 
50th minute, becoming the 

fourth hat-trick scorer of  
the tournament.

With the victory to-
day, Tyrants FC will play 
against the winner of  the 
match between Barak FC 
and FC Ziezou in the quar-
terfinal on Nov. 13.

Earlier, playing the first 
pre-quarterfinal match of  

this edition, Turaco FC 
overcame Naga Jaguars 
FC 2-1 to qualify for the 
quarters.

The match was equally 
poised when K. Ngam-
khang Maram gave Turaco 
FC the lead in the 37th 
minute, but Naga Jaguars 
fought back determinedly 
to stay in the game and 

were  r ewarded  when 
Shamba Samson scored 
the equalizer in the 50th 
minute.

However, the celebra-
tion of  Naga Jaguars was 
short lived as Napoleon 
Maram scored the much 
needed goal for Turaco FC 
in the 55th minute to end 

the match 2-1.
Turaco FC will 

next play against the 
winner of  the match 

between Naga Terriers and 
Kohima Eagles SC in the 
quarterfinal on Nov 14.

FRIDAY’S MATCHES 
Naga Terriers vs Kohima 
Eagles SC at 11.30 am
Barak FC vs FC Ziezou  

at 1 pm
New Market XI vs Tseidi FC 

at 2.30 pm

Dimapur, Nov. 9 (EMN): Nagaland 
women cr icket  team defeated 
Meghalaya by 132 runs at the ongoing 
BCCI women under-19 trophy for 
NE states and Bihar. 

An update from the Nagaland 
Cricket Association on Thursday 
informed that the Nagaland women 
team have entered the ‘super league’ 
round fol lowing the win over 
Meghalaya.

“Nagaland women team has 

played for the first time in a BCCI 
tournament. 

The team is returning home 
tomorrow for a short break before 
they move to Hyderabad to play the 
women’s super league from 16th 
to 30th Nov. 2017. The Nagaland 
team won against Manipur, Sikkim, 
Arunachal and Meghalaya but lost 
narrowly to Bihar. Top two teams of  
the tournament qualified for the super 
league,” it informed. 

Meghalaya won the toss and 
Nagaland was asked to bat first. 
Nagaland’s Arpana took 7 wickets 
for just 5 runs. 

SCORE:
Nagaland – 149 in 35.1 overs,  Kanika 
–10, Sariba-31 runs. Smiriti –2 wkts, 
Daiaka –2 wkts, Silda –2 wkts.
Meghalaya –17 all out in 13 overs. Silda 
–5, Daiaka –2, Arpana –7 wkts for 5 
runs, Pori –2 wkts for 12 runs.

 PET Training


