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Min.Max. Max.Min.
Aizawl 28° 12°

Agartala 31° 18°

Gangtok 24° 09°

Guwahati 29° 15°

Imphal 26° 09°

Itanagar 26° 12°

Shillong 23° 07°

Delhi 31° 16°

Kolkata 32° 19°

Chennai 30° 24°

 Max:  Min:
KOHIMA 23.4° 11.4°
DIMAPUR 28.5° 14.4°
 RF:  RH:
KOHIMA NIL 72%
DIMAPUR NIL 91%
* Rainfall (RF) * Relative humidity (RH)
Temperature in State Capitals
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New Delhi, Nov. 6 (IANS): Minister 
of State Jayant Sinha, BJP MP Ravin-
dra Kishore, Congress leader Sachin 
Pilot, former minister P. Chidambar-
am's son Karti and Bollywood super-
star Amitabh Bachhan figure among 
714 Indians named in a financial data 
expose on how the world's rich and 
powerful have stashed their wealth 
abroad to evade legitimate taxes, ac-
cording to a worldwide investigation 
whose first lot of revelations was pub-
lished on Monday.

India ranks 19th among 180 coun-
tries, exposed in the cache of 13.4 mil-
lion documents dubbed as "Paradise 
Papers", in terms of the number of  
individuals and companies who have 
skirted taxes and invested in offshore 
companies in tax havens.

It comes a year after Panama Pa-
pers leak and two days before the gov-
ernment observes "Anti-Black Money 
Day" to mark the first anniversary of  
demonetisation -- a move that sought 
to hit at illicit wealth.

The data relates to two firms - 
Bermuda's Appleby and Singapore's 
Asiaciti and 19 tax havens across the 
world that help the global rich to move 
their money abroad, according to the 
Indian Express which was part of the 
world-wide probe carried out by the 
International Consortium of Investi-
gative Journalists (ICIJ).

"Interestingly, it is an Indian com-
pany, Sun Group, founded by Nand 
Lal Khemka, that figures as Appleby's 
second-largest client internationally, 
with as many as 118 different offshore 
entities," the newspaper said.

The leaked data indicates that 
among Appleby's Indian clients were 
several prominent corporates and 
companies which subsequently came 
under the scrutiny of investigating 
agencies like the Central Bureau of  
Investigation (CBI) and the Enforce-
ment Directorate.

These include firms in the Sun-
TV-Aircel-Maxis case; Essar-Loop 2G 
case; SNS-Lavalin in which Kerala 

Chief Minister Pinarayi Vijayan was 
named and then cleared; the Rajas-
than ambulance scam which has 
recently been routed to the CBI and 
which names a company called Zi-
quista Healthcare (Sachin Pilot and 
Karti Chidambaram were earlier hon-
orary/independent directors of the 
firms respectively); and fresh financial 
links in a CBI case against YSR Con-
gress chief Y.S. Jagan Mohan Reddy.

Minister of State for Civil Avia-
tion Jayant Sinha's name figures in the 
record because of his past association 
with Omidyar Network.

BJP Rajya Sabha member Ravin-
dra Kishore Sinha, a former journal-
ist who founded the private security 
service firm SIS or Security and Intel-
ligence Services, is heading a group 
that has two offshore entities in Malta 
offshore.

Besides corporates, the data re-
vealed details of individuals as well: 
Amitabh Bachchan's shareholding 
in a Bermuda company acquired be-
fore the 2004 Liberalised Remittance 
Scheme kicked in; corporate lobby-
ist Niira Radia and film star Sanjay 
Dutt's wife who figures under her 
former name Dilnashin.

Jayant Sinha on Monday denied 
any wrongdoing and said all transac-
tions related to him mentioned in the 
investigation were "fully disclosed" to 
relevant authorities and were done in 
his "official capacity, not personal".

"These were bonafide and legal 
transactions undertaken on behalf of  
highly reputed world-leading organi-
sations in my fiduciary role as Partner 
at Omidyar Network and its desig-
nated representative on the D.Light 
Board," he tweeted.

The daily said Jayant Sinha did 
not mention this in his declaration to 
the Election Commission when he 
contested the Lok Sabha polls in 2014, 
nor to the Lok Sabha Secretariat or the 
Prime Minister's Office as a Minister 
of State in 2016.

But the Minister said all these 

transactions have been fully disclosed 
to "relevant authorities through all 
necessary filings as required".

"After leaving Omidyar Network, 
I was asked to continue on the D.Light 
Board as an Independent Director. On 
joining the Union Council of Minis-
ters, I immediately resigned from the 
D.Light Board and severed my in-
volvement with the company."

But the Congress was not im-
pressed with his defence and demand-
ed Jayant Sinha's resignation and a 
"high-level probe" into the scam.

Congress spokesperson Ran-
deep Surjewala said: "Prime Minis-
ter Narendra Modi's so-called fight 
against black money and corruption 
remains a complete flop.

"Jayant Sinha refuses to disclose 
the various financial documents that 
he has signed for or on behalf of Omi-
dyar Network. He is or has been a di-
rector of various other companies. Do 
these companies have any connection 
to any offshore entities like the Omid-
yar Network? Does it not compromise 
the position of Jayant Sinha as the 
MoS?" the Congress leader said.

Asked about Sachin Pilot and son 
of former minister Vayalar Ravi figur-
ing up in the Paradise Papers related to 
the Rajasthan ambulance scam, Sur-
jewala said: "The CBI and ED probe 
has already been initiated against 
Sachin Pilot. Will the government or-
der probe against all those in the list?"

He asked the Prime Minister and 
the government if  he knew about R.K. 
Sinha and his wife Rita Kishore Sin-
ha's "international tax havens based 
entities".

The BJP Rajya Sabha MP on 
the otherhand has indicated that he 
cannot comment because he was on 
"maun vrat" (silence of vow) for a 
week.

Asked for his reaction, the MP ges-
tured that he had shut his mouth up 
and wrote on a piece of paper that he 
had taken a pledge not to speak for a 
week for 'Bhagwat Yagna'.

Dimapur, Nov. 06 (EMN): 
The Acaut Nagaland, not 
satisfied with the SIT re-
port on the adulteration 
and siphoning off  of  SK 
oil has on Thursday filed 
PIL in the Gauhati High 
Court Kohima Bench pray-
ing the court to initiate CBI 
inquiry.

"The ACAUT Naga-
land not satisfied with the 
report of  the Special Inves-
tigating Team (SIT) and 
the failure on the part of  
Chief  Minister T.R.Zeliang 
in keeping his assurance 

to Coordination Commit-
tee on Fuel adulteration 
(CCOFA) to setup an inde-
pendent inquiry commit-
tee-  in the event the CCO-
FA is not satisfied with the 
report of  the SIT on fuel 
adulteration and siphoning 
off  of  SK oil – therefore, 
the petitioners, ACAUT 
Nagaland & Others, was 
compelled to file a PIL in 
the Gauhati HC, Kohima 
Bench, for CBI enquiry 
into the fuel adulteration 
case.," 

The Press release from 

the anti-graft organisation 
stated that the PIL was ad-
mitted by the court on Nov 
6 wherein the Chief  Secre-
tary; the Chief  Minister's 
Office ; the DGP; Com-
missioner  And Secretary, 
Food & Civil Supplies; 
Director of  Food and Civil 
Supplies; Commissioner of  
Police, Dimapur; Ministry 
of  Petroleum & Natural 
Gas; and the CBI are the 
respondents and have been 
and have been asked to re-
spond within a month. 

The Acaut stated that 

the PIL indicated that the 
SIT was formed only to 
"shield" the corrupt of-
ficials of  Food and Civil 
Supplies Department and 
the politicians and the real 
kingpins in the racket are 
not the few arrested "non-
locals". 

The failure of  the SIT 
to charge sheet the real 
kingpins has compelled 
the ACAUT and Others 
to approach the  court for 
further investigation by the 
CBI under section 173 (8) 
of  the CrPc, it stated.

Dimapur, Nov. 06 (EMN): The 
Chief  Minister TR Zeliang on 
Monday extended festive greet-
ings to the Lothas on the occa-
sion of  Tokhu Emong, the post-
harvest festival of  the tribe.

"On this auspicious occa-
sion, I take this opportunity 
to wish the Lotha Community 
a happy and blessed Tokhu 
Emong in the best of  health 
and spirit," stated the press 
statement from the CMO.

He also added that Tokhu 
Emong is a festival of  thanks-
giving, sharing and reconcilia-
tion during which new ties are 
made and bonds of  closer inti-
macy are formed. 

"As we celebrate this festi-
val with songs, dances, feast, 
fun and merry-making, let us 
continue to preserve  and pro-
tect our rich heritage and tra-
ditions," the Chief  Minister 
stated.  

He also added that the 
Lotha community is one of  the 
'major and pre-dominant' Naga 
tribe renowned for their colour-
ful dances and folk songs and as 
the community celebrates this 
premium festival, he wished the 
community peace and success. 

Our Correspondent
Kohima, Nov. 6 (EMN): Reacting to 
the Nationalist Democratic Progres-
sive Party having recently slating the 
present NPF-led DAN government as 
the ‘worst government in the history 
of  Nagaland’ and the subsequent re-
tort by the chief  minister’s office which 
appeared in some sections of  the local 
media, NDPP working president Ale-
mtemshi Jamir today said the party has 
raised issues in a general level and will 
continue to do so in the interest of  the 
people.

“These are things which were 
bound to happen and we should all take 
it in our stride. As far as we (NDPP) 
are concerned, we are not interested in 
taking up personal issues,” Jamir as-
serted while addressing a consultative 
meet of  the party in Kohima which 
was held right after the inauguration 
of  the NDPP Kohima region office at 
IOC Point, Mohonkhola in the capital 
town.

Dwelling on the formation of  the 
NDPP in the midst of  many existing 
political parties, he explained that in 
Nagaland today, there are national par-
ties but they do not answer the require-
ments of  the people while the regional 
parties are fighting among themselves. 
Therefore, he said, the NDPP came 
into being in view that a clear politi-
cal party with a definite ideology was 
needed to meet the aspirations and 
the needs of  the people and bring Na-
galand into a certain direction with a 
meaning. Towards this, he said it was 
not the wish of  the party leaders but 
the wish of  the people, on which the 
NDPP was formed, firmly entrenched 
in the aspirations of  the people.

Jamir also brushed away talks that 
the party was taking a long time to 
come into shape, saying that NDPP 
had been fortunate to get registered 
with the Election Commission of  In-
dia (ECI) in five month’s time when 
some political parties wait to the extent 
of  two years to get registered. He in-
formed that the party symbol was yet 
to be finalised with the commission 
but it was hopeful that this will also be 
settled soon. He also stressed that the 
NDPP and its leaders were commit-
ted to maintain morals and ethics and 
a clear perception to begin their politi-
cal journey based on oath and to carry 
out their commitment on the princi-
ples of  Christian belief, with the party 
constitution’s preamble beginning with 
‘Placing our trust and aspirations upon 
Almighty God’.

On the objectives of  the party, 

Jamir maintained that every Naga has 
a dream for Nagaland but that there 
was something wrong in the state. The 
main reasons being lack of  proper di-
rection from the leadership particularly 
to the youth, the widening gap between 
the rich and the poor, lack of  answers 
to development issues, among others.

“To achieve the Nagaland of  our 
dreams, we should have a vision set on 
actionable plans. That is the basic es-
sence in which we, as a party shall be 
progressing together,” he said.

Stating that NDPP aspires for a 
‘good Nagaland’ in terms of  good 
roads, good government schools, good 
government hospitals etc. as these are 
the basic needs of  the people, he ob-
served that the state was lacking in 
these areas because ‘something has 
gone wrong somewhere’ and the sys-
tems were not functioning. 

Jamir, who had been in the govern-
ment until he retired after holding the 
reins to the state’s top bureaucratic 
post, pointed out that bureaucrats have 
limitations even when they aspire to 
do many things to bring about positive 
changes in the system. He said he de-
cided to enter politics seeking for a ‘sec-
ond chance to correct the things which 
have gone wrong’. He maintained that 
work ethics and work culture need to 
be revamped, only then, good things 
will come by.

Asserting that NDPP was a seri-
ous party, he said they were committed 
to change the existing ailing systems 
in governance in the hope to give the 
younger generation a chance to be 
equals with other societies in the world. 

He also informed that the party 
will be drafting its manifesto soon, 
for which, consultative meetings were 
being held to gather ideas and views 
of  party members, and further called 
upon all to contribute towards it.

NDPP not a product of political 
misadventure

Addressing party functionaries of  
six constituencies under Kohima re-
gion on Nov. 6 during a consultation 
meet at the regional office, Nationalist 
Democratic Progressive Party (NDPP) 
secretary general Abu Metha categori-
cally stated that the party was formed 
after consultations and deliberations 
with cross-sections of  the society repre-
senting all walks of  life. 

He said the pulse of  the people was 
that, Nagaland needed an alternative 
to move ahead as the existing systems 
have failed. 

More on Page 8

Our Correspondent
Kohima, Nov. 06 (EMN): Coming 
out against their rival NPF group led 
by chief  minister TR Zeliang and MP 
Neiphiu Rio who has been lobbying 
for a solution before Christmas, the 
President of  Farmers Wing Lanukaba 
alleged that those people who are 
knocking at the doors of  Government 
of  India are the same people who were 
against the Naga solution during 1998.

Questioning their intention and 
sincerity on the solution to the pro-
tracted Naga political issue, Lanukaba 
remarked that if  they truly want solu-
tion, then they should apologise for 
their mistake committed years ago.

Speaking at the 11th day of  the 
NPF central youth wing sit-in pro-
test, he also alleged that those are the 
same people who supported the ‘Bed-

rock of  Naga Society’ written in 2001 
and have not denounced the book till 
date, and questioned ‘don’t they have 
a chance to talk in Nagaland? Do they 
think that we don’t understand their 
policy?’ ‘We all know what is what 
and who have been black-listed dur-
ing the 1998 election as anti-Nagas’ 
remarked Lanukaba. 

Strongly stating his reservation on 
the policy of  the legislators for want-
ing a solution before Christmas, he 
observed that ‘on one hand they are 
preparing for election and on the other 
hand they are at Delhi for solution.’ 
To this, he commented that their pol-
icy is to gain the sympathy and help 
of  the national workers at the coming 
election.

He further cautioned that the Naga 
Political Groups (NPGs) should un-

derstand this very clearly, lest the Naga 
people suffer in the name of  solution.

Lanukaba also openly said that 
40 villagers were fined Rs. 5000 each 
by the village council for partaking in 
the NDPP consultative meet held at 
Mokokchung. The villagers, he said 
was taken by the NDPP division gen-
eral secretary as there were less partici-
pants during the meet.

Also stating that it has lost con-
fidence on the youth because of  one 
person in the form of  the present NLA 
Speaker, Dr. Imtiwapang for his inac-
tion and abuse of  power, though he is 
considered the youngest elected mem-
ber and the most qualified person.

Hence, he has urged the youth 
to come out and fight for justice and 
make known the voice of  the rights of  
the people.

Atono Tsükrü
Kohima, Nov. 6 (EMN): 
For Riku Khutso, the re-
sults of  the Nagaland 
Public Service Commis-
sion (NPSC) couldn’t have 
come at a better time: he 
turned 29 on October 30, 
the day the result was de-
clared. The day called for 
double celebrations as 
Khutso topped the civil 
service exam to the post 
of  EAC (class-1 gazette, 
junior grade) with the Per-
sonnel & Administrative 
Reforms department.

Khusto is from Za-
pami village in Phek dis-
trict. He is member of  a 
tribe considered in the 
‘backward’ quota but has 
managed to take the ex-
amination by merit on his 
second attempt.

Eldest among eight 
siblings, Khutso was 
schooled at Pfutsero, then 
graduated from Patkai 
Christian College and 
completed his Master’s 
from the University of  
Hyderabad. Currently at 
Hyderabad pursuing PhD 

in history, Khutso told 
Eastern Mirror that he at-
tributed his success to 
God’s amazing grace; he 
marvelled that God had 
‘given him more than he 
could ever imagine.’ 

Also, Khutso was 
awarded the Rajiv Gan-
dhi National Fellowship 
to do a research work for 
‘literate modernity and 
cultural adaptations.’ 
Talking about his passion 
for learning and research 
works, he said to have tak-
en up research as part of  
an intellectual quest. He 
said,‘I must also add that 
the research experience 
had phenomenally con-
tributed to my preparation 
and boosted a great deal 
of  my confidence.’

When queried about 
his first attempt, Khutso 
said his inexperience and 
ignorance took a toll. He 
couldn’t complete about 
60 marks of  compre-
hension and grammar. 
Though it was a regret-
table experience for him, 
he nevertheless was elated 
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that the lesson came handy 
during his second attempt. 
‘It was all a part of  God’s 
grand design,’ he said.

Khutso said his prepa-
ration was unconvention-
al. Constraint in time was 
also another problem as 
he was pursuing PhD too. 
However, with the little 
time that he had, Khutso 
procured best study ma-

terials on specific subjects 
and scoured NCERT text-
books, local and national 
newspapers and extended 
help from seniors and the 
internet.

Reading the newspaper 
editorials and lead articles 
on regular basis shaped a 
lot of  his opinions about 
current affairs, not forget-
ting critical abilities and 

writing skills, he said. He 
has a word for civil serv-
ice aspirants: ‘We not only 
need good materials but 
also necessarily requires 
devotion to extensive 
amount of  time and effort 
in a day; find conducive 
study environment, stay 
mentally and physically 
fit, maintain a healthy so-
cial balance and most im-
portantly, keep a sincere 
commitment.’ Such ac-
tions can become a habit 
in due course of  time.

This young man looks 
forward to becoming a 
‘researcher-administrator’ 
and has aspiration to ap-
proach issues of  disparity 
and marginality by writing 
about people and bring-
ing their stories to the 
society. Khutso feels that 
an administrator can get 
myriad opportunities to 
work with people at differ-
ent levels and in different 
places. Besides, he adds, 
being a researcher and his-
torian by training, he said 
it will strongly induce him 
to study and write about 

people, history and the so-
ciety. 

Also, Khutso said it 
has always been his mis-
sion to find ways to help 
poor children who cannot 
afford good education. 
A person who strongly 
believes in empowering 
the younger generations 
through education, he said 
to be looking forward to at 
least become a medium of  
assistance when he starts 
working. It is only through 
education that would per-
colate socio-economic 
changes through and 
through, he observed.

The young man had a 
thought about the Naga 
people’s innate skills and 
abilities: those gifted re-
sources are not really 
tapped. He felt strongly 
that the youths need to 
start thinking big by cul-
tivating strong conviction 
from within.  He wished 
that the youths would find 
their calling and sincerely 
commit to succeeding at 
whatever they are good 
at but with ‘dignity.’ It 

should apply to pursuits 
no matter how big or 
small, public or private, he 
observed. That course of  
thought and action will re-
duce to a great extent ‘our 
dependence on others and 
bring about self-reliance,’ 
he said.

Khutso is a young man 
who is not only God-fear-
ing, hardworking, humble 
and has a passion to learn. 
He is also a man driven to 
bring change to the society 
in whatever way he can.

‘Our true and consci-
entious dedication paves 
way for us to pray and 
hope for God’s unmerited 
favor. I tell you, it comes 
in most unexpected ways,’ 
he added.

The NPSC examina-
tions are prestigious in 
the state. Only a few are 
able to crack it. The hap-
py ending here though is 
that Khutso, who belongs 
to a so-called disadvan-
taged tribe, has cracked 
the examination purely 
by his labour, effort and 
dedication.



11th Common Review Mission 
team on NHM review at Kiphire
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Director NHM, MoHFW captain Kapil Chaudhary being felicitated by Kiphire district administration on 
Monday, Nov. 6.

Officials, village council members and Anganwadi workers during the new building inauguration programme on Nov. 6.

DC Along and district officials during the DTF meeting  on Nov.3.

Dimapur DC Kesonyu Yhome with DDRC staff and PwDs during the assessment camp.ADC Kohima TL Kiusumong Tikhir with PwDs assessment and supporting team at Razükhrie GHS in Kohima.

DEO Mon notifies on special drive
Deputy Commissioner & District Election Officer (DEO), 
Mon, W Honje Konyak has notified that the Election 
Commission of India has extended the period for filing 
claims and objections to Nov. 30, for maximisation of 
registration, improving the fidelity of electoral rolls, 
and to provide better electoral services. A special drive 
of house to house visit by Booth Level Officers shall be 
conducted from Nov. 15 to 30th.

National achievement survey  
for govt. schools
The Principal Director Smita Sarangi has informed that 
the Department of School Education and SCERT will 
be conducting the National Achievement Survey for 
government schools of standard III, V and Vlll on Nov. 
13. For this one day survey in schools, she also informed 
that the department will be required the involvement 
of teachers serving in private schools to act as field 
investigators. 
Therefore, all govt. schools have been requested to 
disseminate information from their end to extend 
support and cooperation as and when approached. 

Kenye to grace GHS Chetheba 
42nd anniversary
MP (Rajya Sabha) and Secretary General NPF KG Kenye 
will be gracing the 42nd Anniversary of the Government 
High School Chetheba under Phek district as chief guest 
on Nov. 8, 10 a.m. at local ground Chetheba. The event 
will be observed under the theme “Strengthen the root 
of education.” MLA Dr. Chotisuh Sazo will be the guest 
of honour for the programme.  A school souvenir and a 
monolith will be unveiled at the school premises to mark 
the occasion.

Alder College to celebrate  
silver jubilee
The Alder College will be celebrating silver jubilee on 
Nov. 21, 10 a.m. at the college premises. The college 
is looking forward the presence of all alumni, former 
faculty, non-teaching staff and well wishers. For 
necessary communication one may contact 9815535895, 
9436018426 or 9856046867.

NPF president convenes CEC meet
The Naga People’s Front President Dr. Shürhozelie 
Liezietsu has convened the traditional Central Executive 
Council (CEC) meeting on Nov. 21, 4 p.m. at the Central 
office Hq, Kohima. All the concerned members have been 
directed to attend the meeting positively.

NSMEA general session
The Nagaland State MGNREGA Employees Association 
(NSMEA) will be holding the a 2nd session of general 
meeting on Nov. 8, 10 a.m. at Ura Academy Hall, 
Mission Compound, Kohima. All the employees under 
this programme are directed to attend the meeting 
positively.

ENCSU emergency meeting
The Eastern Nagaland College Students’ Union (ENCSU) 
has convened an emergency meeting on Nov. 7, 2:30 
at DUDA Guest House, Kohima. Presidents and general 
secretaries of Eastern Naga College Students Union from 
Kohima units have been directed to attend the meeting. 
The ENCSU also informed that failing to attain the meeting 
will be dealt strictly.  The union also requested all the 
concerned college and PG students to attend the meeting 
with two representatives each. For any information one 
may contact 8575285075 or 9089759243. 

RBKKA convenes meeting
Rengma Basti Khatkhati Karbi Anglong (RBKKA) has 
convened a meeting on November 11, 10 a.m. at the 
village premises. All the block holders are requested to 
attend the meeting without fail.
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Assessment camp for PwDs held in Kohima and Dimapur
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H&TE department response 
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IMI 2nd round from Nov. 7

TDLSA visits Kohdi Children Home

Dimapur, Nov. 06 (EMN): 
The 11th Common Review 
Mission (CRM) comprising 
of  eight members under the 
leadership of  Captain Ka-
pil Chaudhary (team lead-
er), Director of  National 
Health Mission (NHM), 
Ministry of  Health and 
Family Welfare, GOI have 
reached Kiphire district for 
NHM review programme 
on Nov. 6.

While welcoming the 
team, the Deputy Commis-
sioner Kiphire Sedevikho 
Khro appreciated their ef-
forts for taking the trouble 
to reach one of  the most 
backward districts. He told 
them that they will get a 
clearer picture in the proc-
ess of  their findings from 
the grassroot level. Further, 
DC expressed hope that the 
team would cherish their 
experiences they get from 

the district.
The District briefing 

meeting was chaired by 
DTO Dr. Khelito Zhimo-
mi, while welcome address 
was delivered by CMO 
Dr. C Tsenthungo Patton 
and district profile was 
presented by Deputy CMO 
Dr. Tinurenla, followed by 
reviewing of  District Hos-
pital and Chief  Medical 
Officer Office.

The CRM team mem-
bers consisting of   Padam 
Khanna, Sudipta Basa, Dr. 
Antony, Dr. Vivek Mishra, 
Nilesh Gawde, Dr. Anil, 
Dr. Amol A. Patil, Shivam 
Jain, Finance acompanied 
by 11 state officials headed 
by Dr. Vizolie Suokhrie, 
Additional Director, De-
partment of  Health and 
Family Welfare. The re-
view mission will conclude 
on Nov. 10.

Dimapur, Nov. 6 (EMN): The Deputy 
Commissioner, Kohima, Rajesh Sounda-
rarajan, has informed that the 2nd Round 
of  Intensified Mission Indradhanush 
(IMI) 2017 will commenced from Nov. 7 
to 14th. 

In this regard, all the concerned ward 
chairman and village council chairman 
have been asked to inform their respective 
Urban Health Committee (UHC) and Vil-
lage Health Committees (VHC) to assist the 
visiting team. 

The DC also requested the UHC and 
VHC to get the due lists of  children and 
pregnant women (who are due for im-
munization), from the concern PHC or 
Sub-Centre, to coordinate with the officials, 
and asked them to create awareness and 
spread information to the concerned fami-

lies, parents to increase the immunisation 
coverage.

Meanwhile, the Chief  Medical Of-
ficer, Dimapur Dr. K Vikato Kinimi also 
informed that the MOHFW Govt. of  
India has launched IMI as a special drive 
to vaccinate all unvaccinated and partially 
vaccinated children under universal immu-
nization programme. 

He informed that the recent evaluation 
has indicated that the major reason for in-
ability to vaccinate all the children in the 
country is lack of awareness among parents 
about the benefits of immunisation.

Therefore, CMO has requested all the 
parents to bring their children to immuni-
zation sites in their respective colonies/vil-
lages and immunise to prevent from vaccine 
preventable disease.

Dimapur, Nov. 6 (EMN): 
Tuensang District Legal 
Services Authority (TDL-
SA) visited Kohdi Chil-
dren’s Home on Nov. 3 
and interacted with the 
children. 

The team led by N 
Kano, judicial magistrate 
first class and secretary 

TDLSA with panel lawyers 
interacted with the staff  
regarding infrastructures, 
their activities and func-
tioning of  the home, and 
said to have found quite 
satisfactory. 

Apart from doing vari-
ous co-curricular activities 
and social work, children 

are given counseling by 
counselors, conduct prayer 
meetings and church serv-
ices, the press release in-
fromed. 

During the visit, TDL-
SA also distributed eatable 
items. Children presented 
praise and worship songs 
and bible reading.

Dimapur, Nov. 6 (EMN): In response 
to the Eastern Nagaland College 
Students’ Union’s (ENCSU) press re-
lease dated Nov. 4, the department of  
Higher & Technical Education stated 
that the department had received the 
1stinstalment of  Scheduled Tribes 
students’ scholarship from the Minis-
try of  Tribal Affairs, Government of  
India, and the same has already been 
deposited to the account of students/
beneficiaries.

According to DIPR, along with the 
Utilization Certificate of the 1stInstal-
ment, the department has written to 
the Ministry for early release of  the 
2nd and final installment.

Therefore, the department has 
requested the ENCSU not to demand 
payment against the non-release of in-
stallment, but to pray for early release 
of the 2nd and final installment by the 
Ministry of  Tribal Affairs, Govern-
ment of India.

ZPCSU endorses  
ENCSU’s demand 

The Zisaji Presidency College 
Students Union (ZPCSU) has strongly 
supported the demand made by East-
ern Nagaland College Students’ Union 

(ENCSU) with regard to the immedi-
ate disbursement of  scholarship for 
2016-17. 

ZPCSU former and present gen-
eral secretaries in a release stated that 
such type of  policy is surprising and 
insane. Release of  scholarship in an 
installment basis happens only in Na-
galand is very shameful, the release 
added. 

The ZPCSU questioned as to why 
the department and the concerned 
minister of  Education is still silent 
for the demand of ENCSU, and why 
the state government is not having 
concern for students community. The 
issue raise up by the ENCSU is not 
only for Eastern students but for the 
general welfare of  students in Naga-
land and the ENCSU is fighting for the 
rights of students due share, the press 
release stated.

The union urged the state govern-
ment and the department to release 
the full amount to the ST students 
immediately.

Further, the ZPCSU stated the un-
ion will not tolerate and compromise 
in any case if  the demand is not meet 
by the government and the department 
at the earliest.

Dimapur, Nov. 6 (EMN): 
The Peren District Task Force 
(DTF) meeting on Intensi-
fied Mission Indradanush 
was held on Nov. 3, under 
the chairmanship of  Deputy 
Commissioner and Chair-
man, District Task Force 
Committee, Zarenthung at 
DC’s office chamber, New 
Peren.

Officials from Chief Med-
ical Office, Social Welfare, 
administration and repre-
sentative from ZBA attended 
the meeting. 

While welcoming the 
gathering, DC expressed his 
appreciation to the members 
for attending the meeting. He 
requested CPDO Peren to 
instruct the Anganwadi work-
ers and supervisors to carry 
out the head count survey of  

Peren town which is the need 
of the hour for tracking chil-
dren for immunization. 

He also informed that the 
official letter will be send to all 
the village councils to get the 
children immunized who have 
been left out and to avail the 
government initiative for free 
immunization till Jan 2018 to 
decrease child mortality and 
protect the child from various 
diseases. 

Dr. Khrielasanuo, DPO, 
RCH/UIP highlighted the last 
month performance on IMI 
carried out in the district and 
informed that there was a lot 
of resistance from the people. 
She also mentioned that out 
of  the target population 455 
children, 288 children were 
immunized and 167 still to be 
immunized. 

Informing that there was 
only 60% coverage in first 
round of IMI,

Dr. Khrielasanuo stressed 
on the need to mobilize the 
people for immunization. 
Saying that churches play a 
vital role, she requested them 
in disseminating the right in-
formation on immunization 
to the public in general.

Accountant ZBA Thuan-
bui Newmw said intensive 
awareness should be created 
and associations in the district 
must work together for the 
success of the programme. 

The meeting concluded 
with the chairman’s remark 
on IMI in local Zeliang dialect 
to be aired on AIR so as to 
create awareness and to clear 
the misconceptions relating to 
immunization.

Dimapur, Nov. 06 (EMN): The 
Longleng District Planning & Develop-
ment Board meeting was held under the 
chairmanship of SDO (Civil), Longleng, 
B Robin on Nov. 6 at the DC’s confer-
ence hall, Longleng.

Agendas including registration of  
Forest Development Agency (FDA), 
Longleng Division, submitted by the 
Forest department were tabled. DFO 
Longleng, Beizo Suokhere apprised the 
board that registration of the Forest De-
velopment Agency, Longleng division 
under Registration Societies Act, 1860 
is essential to enable the department for 
implementation of SFDA projects and 
schemes, under the National Afforesta-
tion  Programme and Climate Change. 

After discussion the board recom-
mended for registration of  the FDA, 
Longleng division under the Registra-
tion Society Act, 1860.

On the proposal for renovation of  
roads from Longleng to its school sub-
mitted by St. Joseph School, Longleng, 
the chairman urged the PWD (R&B) 
for renovation of the same. SDO, PWD 
(R&B) informed that proposal for 
renovation of  roads from Longleng to 
Tuensang under NEC has been sent, 
and the stretch of road from the school 
to Longleng would be resolved when the 
proposed project has been approved and 
implemented.

Informing of the College’s Silver Ju-
bilee on Dec. 6, the vice principal, Yingli 
College, Henshet extended invitation to 
the members.

Tuensang:  The Tuensang DPDB 
meeting was held at DC’s Conference 
Hall, Tuensang on Nov. 6, under the 
chairmanship of  DC &vice chairman 
DPDB, Tuensang, L Jamitung Lotha.

The meeting discussed the agenda 
for preparation of  the District Vision, 
2022. The preparation of  the Vision 
2022 was received from the Planning 
and Coordination Department. With 
further interpretation it was decided to 
dispatch the circular departmental wise 
for speedy result.   

The proposal for changing the name 
of Wansoi and Wonthoi village was also 
tabled and the house decided to forward 
to the same to the higher authority. 

Technical Feasibility Report of Yim-
chunger Tribal village for the permanent 
attachment of the departmental employ-
ees of the three affected villages namely 
Pungrungru, Huhdanger and Thsuthu 
villages to MO, CHC, Shamator Tu-
ensang District from CMO, Kiphire 
was also deliberated and the same was 
decided to forward to DBDP, Kiphire for 
further action.

Other agendas discussed during the 
meet were renewal of  registration for 
Network of  Tuensang District People 
Living with HIV/AIDS, Women Wel-
fare Society, Tuensang Town and Chang 
SAO Thangjam Setshang.

A short training on the functioning 
processes of the use of Voter Verification 
Paper Audit Trail (VVPAT) machine 
was also conducted by the district master 
trainers.

Dimapur, Nov. 6 (EMN): The 
newly constructed Anganwadi 
building at Chitu Centre, Khar 
village was inaugurated today 
(6th November, 2017) by the 
Mokokchung District Welfare 
Officer Bendangkokba. Ac-
cording to DPRO Mokokc-
hung report, the building was 

constructed under Conver-
gence Programme of  Social 
Welfare and Rural Develop-
ment department.

During the inaugural pro-
gramme, short speeches were 
delivered by chairman of  
Khar Village Council and dis-
trict welfare officer, Mokok-

chung. 
Dedicatory prayer was of-

fered by associate pastor wom-
en, Rev. T Alemla Walling, 
while vote of  thanks was pro-
posed by CDPO, Longchem, 
Imliyanger. The programme 
was chaired by CDPO, Mang-
kolemba, Imtinukshi.

Dimapur, Nov. 6 (EMN):The 
United North Block-Naga 
Colony Counci l ,  Burma 
Camp have reconstituted the 
colony council office bearers 

for the tenure a term 2016-
2020. 
The new team will be headed 
by Zasivikho Zakiesato Punyü 
as chairman, Shiloh Kath as 

general secretary, Panger Ao 
as finance secretary, Akhriebu 
as treasurer, Imtisangla Ao as 
women president, and Sam 
Michael as youth president. 

Dimapur, Nov. 6 (EMN): The as-
sessment camps for Persons with 
Disabilities (PwDs) were held 
for four days from Oct. 31 under 
the CSR programme of  Artificial 
Limbs Manufacturing Corpora-
tion of  India (ALIMCO), Kan-
pur in collaboration with District 
Disability Rehabilitation Center 
(DDRC), Dimapur. 

The camps were held one at 
Razükhrie Government High 
School, Kohima, and three 
camps at DDRC, Dimapur, Zion 
Hospital and Research Center, 
Padam Pukhuri and Chumuke-
dima Town Committee Hall.

Altogether, 302 PwDs were 
assessed and registered. The 
distribution of  the aids and appli-

ances for those registered will be 
held during January 2018, a press 
release infromed. 

The SMO i/c of  DDRC,  Dr. 
Imlitemsu Ozukum, MD (PMR), 
in a release acknowledged the 
support provided by various 
government agencies and NGOs 
in the successful completion of  
camps .

Deputy Commissioner Di-
mapur and Chairman, DMT of  
DDRC, Shri.Kesonyu Yhome 
and staff, DC Kohima Rajesh 
Soundararajan and ADC Ko-
hima TL Kiusomong, DWO 
staff, Kohima, headmaster and 
staff  of  Razükhrie GHS, medical 
superintendent of  District Hos-
pital, Dimapur Dr. CW Tungoe, 

medical superintendent of  Zion 
Hospital and Research Cen-
tre Dr. Maongwati Aier,  EAC 
Chumukedima and Chumuke-
dima Town Council, Prodigal’s 
Home CBR staff, the Nagaland 
State Disability Forum and the 
ALIMCO team led by Rajesh 
Kumar Das, PNO attended the 
camps.

WEAtHER FORECASt iN OtHER DiStRiCtS 

Max Min DP RH RF

WOKHA 21.8 14.4 13.2 67 NIL

ZBT 21.8 15.5 19.4 96 NIL

MON 28 14 13 86 NIL

tUENSANG 19.4 15 16.3 89 NIL

MKG 24.2 18.2 20.3 88 NIL

PHEK 22.6 10 12.7 87 NIL

SECHÜ ZUBZA 24 14.5 15.2 66 NIL

tSEMiNYU 25.8 16.4 15.1 71 NIL

JALUKiE 23 9.6 19. 83 NIL

MANGKOLEMBA 29.8 19.6 19.3 71 NIL

*Dew Point (DP) *Relative Humidity (RH) * Rainfall (RF)

Source: Department of Soil & Water Conservation, Nagaland 
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Lok Sabha MP, Neiphiu Rio, along with State legislators and DENSU officials at the annual meet on November 4.

State

Major reshuffle in Police DepartmentPursue modernisation not 
westernisation, urges RioNPF asks Guv 

to come clean
Our Correspondent

Kohima, Nov. 6 (EMN): 
With not a single statement 
and response from the gover-
nor even as the NPF dharna 
entered into its 11th day to-
day, Governor, PB Acharya 
is being accused of  shying 
away because of  a hidden 
agenda for continuing to 
keep the ‘unconstitutional 
government’ running till 
today.

Speaking at the 11th day 
of the NPF dharna outside 
the Civil Secretariat, MLA 
Yitachu said it is high the 
governor should come out 
and tell the people whatever 
his actions and activities stat-
ing that he cannot just call 
for reconciliation and run 
away without answering to 
the people.

Alleging that the un-
constitutional action of the 
governor has put at risk the 
entire government machin-
ery under the radar of cor-
ruption, Yitachu said ‘the 
governor cannot be immune 
of  the corruption charges 
levelled against him, be-
cause he is not above cor-
ruption.’

Stating that it is a record 
that in Nagaland an un-
constitutional government 
is running for about four 
months, wherein no state in 
the country is allowed to run 
an unconstitutional govern-
ment for more than three 
months, he commented that 
‘the more this unconstitu-
tional government keep run-
ning, its going to bring more 
and more people under the 
radar of corruption.’ 

While reiterating that 
the governor cannot be free 
from the corruption charges, 
Yitachu said ‘if  we are to 
save all these government 
machineries, then unless we 
denounce the Constitution 
of India and bring about an 
alternative constitution to 
save the situation, then there 
is no other way.’

Stating that it is the dem-
ocratic right of the people to 
know the hidden agenda of  
the governor in allowing the 
unconstitutional government 
to go on, Yitachu has asked 
the governor to come out 
openly and truthfully with 

the listed provisions in the 
constitution and democratic 
practices for his actions.

Asking if this is the way 
to deliver good governance 
and let justice reign in the 
state, Yitachu said ‘if  we 
have to go by the consti-
tution, then whatever has 
taken place since July 19, 
2017, is all unconstitutional 
and therefore, every actions 
amounts to illegal action and 
corrupt practices.’

Pointing out that no-
where in any state, has such a 
thing happened in the coun-
try, Yitachu stated that if  
they want true reconciliation 
and save the situation, then 
the Governor should come 
and admit his mistakes and 
say, ‘I have made a mistake. I 
have made unconstitutional 
activities. I have no option 
but to go ahead with uncon-
stitutional provisions.’

Challenging the gover-
nor to come out openly and 
truthfully about his actions, 
Yitachu said the people 
are here to understand and 
ready to accept whatever is 
right.

He also accused the chief  
secretary of being terrorised 
by the governor and the 
government who is ‘scared’ 
to hand over the memo-
randum to the President of  
India, submitted by the NPF 
Central Youth Wing on Sep-
tember 30, 2017, through the 
office of the chief secretary.

Making a gibe at the 
recently registered NDPP, 
Yitachu said ‘NDPP and 
the NPF are two sides of the 
same coin.’

He said NDPP are the 
same group of  people who 
supported the stage man-
aged NPF general conven-
tion in Dimapur under the 
interim presidentship of  
Neiphiu Rio to keep the 
unconstitutional govern-
ment going.

Accusing the NDPP 
of  always maintaining a 
‘double-standard’ stand to 
confuse the people, Yita-
chu remarked that he does 
not expect anything good 
from those people who 
do not hesitate to speak 
publicly against their ‘own 
sons and brothers.’

Dimapur, Nov. 6 (EMN): 
Lok Sabha MP and former 
chief minister, Neiphiu Rio, 
encouraged the students to 
pursue modernisation and 
not merely westernisation 
adding that it is extremely 
important to remain rooted 
to one’s identity all the time 
and appealed not to betray 
the trust of  their parents 
back home.

Rio said this while ad-
dressing the 26th freshers’ 
cum annual meet of  the 
Delhi Eastern Nagaland 
Students’ Union (DENSU) 
on November 4 at Nagaland 
House, New Delhi.

He expressed hope that 
in this day and age of “right 
is might,” the ‘backward’ 
tag attributed to the Eastern 
Nagas might soon be made 
obsolete. He also opined 

that instead of  “rushing 
back home and quarrelling 
over what is not available,” 
Nagas would do well to stay 
back and grab the universe 
of opportunities that metro-
politan cities like Delhi can 
provide.

Meren Chenth, Deputy 
Commandant of 7th NAP, 
exhorted the students to 
break free from the stereo-
types through determination 
and discipline and advised 
them to “think right, study 
right, and live right”.

In his welcome address, 
Lamsong Khiamniungan, 
president DENSU, acknowl-
edged the father-figure role 
that the chief guest has been 
playing for the Nagas and 
expressed his gratitude for 
the positive response to the 
invitation. He also urged 

the members to remain true 
on the purpose for which 
they had travelled more than 
2000 kilometres away from 
home.

The event saw introduc-
tion of the freshers, presenta-
tion of songs, and exhibition 
of colourful tradition tradi-
tional attires. Eche Wang-
nyu, vice president DEN-
SU, pronounced the vote of  
thanks and the programme 
concluded with a benedic-
tion said by Loipong, treas-
urer cum advisor DENSU.

Apart from the chief  
guest other dignitaries in-
cluding cabinet minister 
Kipili Sangtam, Dr. Neikie-
salie Nicky Kire, Imtilemba 
Sangtam, Kejong Chang 
and Advisor CM Chang 
along with invitees attended 
the programme.

Dimapur, Nov. 6 (EMN): 
State Governor has rec-
ommended transfer and 
posting in the Police De-
partment with immediate 
effect.

A press release issued 
by the State Home Com-
missioner, Abhishek Singh, 
stated that L Singsit, ADGP 
(Admn) will hold addi-
tional charged of  ADGP 
(L&O), while PF Zeliang, 
IGP (Hq) will hold an ad-
ditional charge of  ADGP 
(Admn) and I Toshitsungba 
Aier, Commandant Gener-
al (HG/CD), has been post-
ed as IGP (HQ). Liremo 
Tsopeo, DIG (R), will hold 
additional charge of  IGP 
(Training and Border).

In another notification, 
Imsusangba Sangtam, 
Commandant of  Village 

Guard, has been promoted 
to the rank of  Deputy In-
spector General of  Police. 
He will be posted as DIGP 
(IR) North.

The Governor has also 
recommended posting 
of  Vekhosa Chakhesang, 
Commandant of  4th NAP 
Battalion, as the Super-
intendent of  Police (SP), 
Kohima; while Ragurama-
rajan A, SP of  Longleng, 
has been transferred as SP 
of  Mokokchung; Neiba 
Newmai, Commandant of  
6th NAP Battalion, as SP 
Tuensang; Naieem Mustafa 
Mansury, Assistant Com-
mandant of  8th NAP Bat-
talion, as SP Phek; T Uniel 
Kichu, Assistant Comman-
dant 6th NAP Battalion, 
has been transferred as SP 
Zunheboto; Imnalemsa, 

Assistabt Commandant 7th 
NAP Battalion, has been 
transferred on promotion 
as SP Kiphire; Sh. Bharat 
Laxman Markad, SDPO 
Tuensang, has been trans-
ferred on promotion as SP 
Wokha; Sh. Manoj Kumar, 
SDPO Pfutsero, has been 
transferred on promotion 
as SP Peren; Vechipa Vise, 
DCP-I, Dimapur, has been 
transferred as SP Mon; 
Joseph Hesso, SP Kohima, 
has been transferred as SP 
Longleng; and K Swarnam-
bika, SDPO Mokokchung, 
has been transferred on 
promotion as SP PHQ.

The order stated that 
handing and taking over of  
charge should be completed 
within two days from the 
date of  issue of  this noti-
fication.

Nagaland Cosmetic Surgery Carnival
“Caring for the body, mind & spirit for both Men & Women”

Rede�ne through Cosmetic Surgery:

For appointment please contact:

K-1425 

TOKHÜ EMONG CHOCHANTSÜ 
(NOVEMBER) 7, 2017

DP-228

10:00 AM
Place: Local Ground Wokha

LHINSüNG
Lankon Eramo : Shri. Neiphiu Rio
  Honourable Member of Parliament
        House of Lok Sabha, Govt. of India
Yikrachio Lankon : Shri. Hokiye Yeptho
  President,Central Nagaland Tribes Council  
Sokaiden :  Shompo Khyopenthung Tsopoe
    Dr. Abeny Khuvung

1. Lhinsung Benka Randan : Rev. L. K. Tsanglao, 
     Pastor, Longsa Baptist Church
2. Eloncho yi   : Shompo Mhao Humtsoe, 
     Chairman, Lotha Hoho
3. Eran Khen   : Molum Thera Cultural Club, 
     Longsa Village
4.    : Kenyuseng Tep, President, Rengma Hoho
5.  : N Longidang Village 
6. Yikrachio Lankon Yuta (Speech by the Guest of Honour)
7.  : Rev. Nyanchumo Ezung, 
     Executive Secretary, LBES
8. : Wokha Village
9. Lankon Eramo Yuta (Address by the Chief Guest)
10. Montsson Epi   :  Shompo P Zubenthung Humtsoe

Convener, Mharenden

Randanka   :  Rev. Sulumo Ezung, Pastor, Wokha Town Baptist Church
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KADMCC protest against 
price hike in LPG 

India, B’desh begin joint military exercise in Meghalaya

TMF gears up for first ‘Home Coming’ gospel concert 

China angry over Sitharaman’s 
visit to Arunachal Pradesh

GST Council’s Guwahati 
meet key as it will review GST 
regime — Assam Minister

Arunachal Congress to observe Nov. 8 as ‘Black Day’

Manipur to host International Sangai fest from Nov. 21

Assam CM asks police to help 
forest officials in tackling poaching

Mizoram govt facing acute financial 
crisis — Minister Lalsawta

Migratory birds flowing to Lotak lake decreased — official 

Our Correspondent
Diphu, Nov. 6 (EMN): The Karbi Anglong 
District Mahila Congress Committee (KAD-
MCC) organised a sit in demonstration in-
front of Semson Sing Ingti Memorial Park 
on Nov. 6, Friday to protest against price 
hike in LPG.

While talking  to Eastern Mirror cor-
respondent, Kasang Terangpi, President 
KADMCC lamented that the Bharatiya 
Janata Party (BJP) led government from the 
centre is not working towards the welfare of  
the society. 

The president said that the common peo-
ple are facing hardship with the price of food 
commodities always seen on a rise. 

In protest against the BJP government 
regarding the price hike of  cooking gas 
(LPG), the KADMCC during the protest 
condemned BJP government for exploiting 
the poor and the needy people while claim-
ing that the group unanimously organised 
the sit in demonstration, added Terangpi.

Terangpi also informed that the Congress 
party of Karbi Anglong will organise a rally 
at Diphu Town on Nov. 8 following which 
a memorandum will be submitted regarding 
demonetisation with street plays against 
demonetisation.

During the demonstration, the pro-
tester shouted slogans like BJP Go back, BJP 
Down Down.

Umroi (Meghalaya), Nov. 6 
(IANS): Indian and Bangladeshi 
army personnel began a joint exer-
cise in Meghalaya on Monday, an 
official statement said.

A total of  14 officers from the 
Bangladesh Army and 20 officers 
from the Indian Army are taking 
part in the seventh edition of Exer-
cise SAMPRITI, which is slated to 
go on till Saturday.

The exercise began with the in-
auguration of the state-the-art Joint 

Training Node at Umroi Canton-
ment, about 25 km from Shillong, 
by Gajraj Corps Commander Lt 
Gen A.S. Bedi, in presence of Red 
Horns Division commander Maj. 
Gen. P.S. Behl.

Exercise SAMPRITI is an In-
dia-Bangladesh Joint Training 
Exercise held alternately in India 
and Bangladesh every year with an 
aim to to build and promote positive 
relations between both the armies.

“It also aims to enhance inter-

operability between the two nations 
and enrich from each other’s experi-
ence while carrying out counter-
insurgency/counter-terrorist opera-
tions, the menace from which both 
the nations are severely affected,” 
said Defence spokesperson, Lt. Col. 
Suneet Newton.

He said the Joint Training Ex-
ercise SAMPRITI 2017 will send a 
strong signal to the world that both 
India and Bangladesh understand 
the emerging threat of transnational 

terrorism and stand shoulder to 
shoulder united in countering this 
menace. 

The Indian Army has other 
joint training centres in Belgaum, 
Vairengte and Bakloh but Umroi 
is the Eastern Command’s first 
independent and fully integrated 
Joint Training Node for foreign 
armies and is expected to host joint 
exercises with the Myanmar and 
Chinese army personnel scheduled 
in the latter part of next year.

Ukhrul, Nov. 6 (EMN): 
Reflecting on the need for 
spiritual reawakening in the 
background of  prevailing 
chaos and unrest among 
the present day believers, 
the Tangkhul Music Forum 
(TMF) is all set to host its 
first edition of  the ‘Home 
Coming’ Gospel live concert 
on Nov. 8 at the Town Hall 
in Ukhrul town. 

This was stated in a press 
note issued by the organis-
ers. The gospel live concert 
is said to be held at Ukhrul 
town under the theme ‘A 
Revival Through Songs For 
Unity’.

The concert with an in-
augural edition beginning in 
Ukhrul district is planned to 

become a state level 
event which will be sub-

sequently held at Imphal 
and all the other districts of  
the state in the future, stat-
ed TMF president Nobert 
Khayi in the release. 

“Through this event we 
also want to convey that 
TMF is an umbrella fo-
rum for promotion of  both 
gospel and secular songs 
and artistes as a music in-
dustry in the district,” he 
informed. 

‘The focus of home com-
ing is specifically on bringing 
back any believers who have 
wandered from the path 
of  spirituality through the 
messages of Christian songs 
because spiritual reawaken-

ing is all that we need to spur 
in the contemporary soci-
ety,” he said adding that the 
values of  Christianity and 
spirituality that the Church 
has set up seem to be wan-
ing among many individual 
Christians and their families 
today. 

Stating that music can 
do much in this age, Khayi 
in the release mentioned 
that the forum is  hosting the 
upcoming event in collabo-
ration with the Tangkhul 
Laasak Long (TLL) which 
is formed of  choir/music 
directors drawn from differ-
ent Churches in the district.

“There will be no ser-
mon type preaching, but 
only the messages of  music 

and songs will be speak-
ing and touching the audi-
ence spiritually and which 
is why we have decided 
to feature only those ar-
tistes who are spiritually 
inclined in their singing,” 
TMF chief  disclosed, while 
reiterating that : “neverthe-
less the objective behind the 
Home Coming endeavor is 
to equally motivate both 
gospel and secular singers 
and bring them closer to 
Christian music. 

At the same time, adding 
grist to Home Coming’s mill 
is the prayerful support ex-
tended by California based 
‘Bay Area Tangkhul’ (BAT) 
for the upcoming event. 

Among the featured ar-

tistes in choir, duet, quartet 
and bands categories, are 
UBC Worship team, Tang-
khul Laasak Long, Thotch-
an Gospel Team,  Surhuveyi 
Tetseo & Team, Zingtoze 
Male Voice, Zingyin Tan-
tak, UTBE Worship Team, 
ICEU Worship Team, Se-
napati, Messenger Worship 
team, Under Construction 
Worship Team and Meitei 
Baptist Church choir team, 
while an aray of  talented 
soloists including Christina 
Thiumai, Yursari Ngalung, 
Dr.Lingsangmi YS, Rubby 
Vene, Solomon Mao, Sorin 
Raikhan, Dzapanii Poumai, 
Philangam Meiphok, and 
Thanshok Raikhan will be 
performing at the event.

Beijing, Nov. 6 (IANS): China 
on Monday reacted angrily to 
Indian Defence Minister Nirmala 
Sitharaman’s visit to Arunachal 
Pradesh, saying the visit to the 
“disputed” region will not be 
conducive to peace on the border.

“As to the visit by the Indian 
Defence Minister to Arunachal 
Pradesh, we must be very clear 
about this that there is a dispute 
on the eastern section of China-
India boundary,” Foreign Minis-
try spokesperson Hua Chunying 
said.“This visit by the India side 
to the disputed area is not condu-
cive to the peace and tranquility 
of the relevant region. We hope 
the Indian side will work with the 
Chinese side to continue to make 
a contribution to properly resolv-
ing the boundary issue through 
dialogue and create enabling at-
mosphere and condition for this.”

On Sunday, Sitharaman paid 
a visit to Army posts in remote 
Anjaw district of  Arunachal 
Pradesh bordering China which 
considers the northeastern Indian 
state as its own and calls it South 
Tibet.Accompanied by Indian 
Army officers, Sitharaman took 
stock of the defence preparedness 
along the Line of Actual Control 
(LAC). “We hope India will work 
with China for the shared goal to 
seek a solution that is acceptable 
to both sides and accommodate 
our consensus in a balanced way,” 
Hua said.

China expresses anger when-
ever any Indian minister or for-
eign dignitary visits Arunachal 
Pradesh. 

In April, ties between India 
and China took a hit when Ti-
betan spiritual leader the Dalai 
Lama visited Arunachal Pradesh.

Guwahati, Nov. 6 (IANS): The 
forthcoming meeting of the GST 
council meeting scheduled to be 
held here on Friday is extremely 
important as it will review the 
new tax regime, introduced in 
July this year, said Assam Fi-
nance Minister Himanta Biswa 
Sarma.

Addressing a press confer-
ence here, he said a meeting of  
Finance Department officials 
from around the country will 
be held on Thursday, ahead 
of  the GST Council meeting 
which will be chaired by Union 
Finance Minister Arun Jaitley 
on Friday.

“The meeting assumes sig-
nificance for several reasons. First 
it will be the first review of the 
three months of implementation 
of  the new tax regime. Several 
committees like the composition 
committee, the rationalization 
of rates committee and the GST 
network committee will submit 
their reports in the meeting and 
it will be discussed,” Sarma said.

“A total of 24 states have con-
firmed their participation in the 
Guwahati meeting of  the GST 

Council. While the Finance Min-
isters of Gujarat and Himachal 
Pradesh cannot come due to 
elections in the state, we are yet 
to get confirmation from states 
of  Andhra Pradesh, Mizoram, 
Nagaland, Sikkim and Tripura,” 
he said.

The Chief Ministers of Bihar 
and Manipur will represent their 
states, he said adding that Pu-
ducherry will also be represented 
by its Chief Minister.

“There will be around 200 
dignitaries visiting the state on 
Thursday and Friday including 
the ministers and top bureaucrats 
from all these states. We are also 
going to organize visits of these 
VVIPS to Kamakhya temple and 
the Kaziranga national park de-
pending on their preferences and 
likes,” said the Minister while 
adding that the state machinery 
is fully geared up to host the 
prestigious event.

Asked about the performance 
of Assam, the Minister said that 
its growth is encouraging as the 
state’s revenue rose from Rs 330 
crore in August to Rs 486 crore in 
October this year.

Itanagar, Nov. 6 (PTI): The Aru-
nachal Pradesh Congress has decid-
ed to observe November 8 as ‘Black 
Day’ to protest the demonetisation 
policy of the BJP-led NDA govern-
ment at the Centre.

The party has decided to or-
ganise a peaceful procession from 
Rajiv Gandhi Bhawan to Tennis 
Court here on November 8, a party 
statement said today.

The Arunachal Pradesh Con-
gress Committee (APCC) has 
appealed to all party leaders and 
workers of the state to join the pro-
posed programme, it said.

Prime Minister Narendra Modi 
had announced the ban on high-
value currency notes on November 

8, 2016.
SSA teachers go on leave to 

press for their demands
Itanagar, Nov. 6 (PTI): Near-

ly 7,000 Sarva Shiksha Abhiy-
an (SSA) teachers in Arunachal 
Pradesh went on a three-day leave 
today to protest against the state 
government’s failure to fulfill their 
long-pending demands, including 
hike in salary and grants during 
maternity leave.

Making a strong pitch for “equal 
pay for equal works”, the teachers, 
under the aegis of All Arunachal 
Sarva Shiksha Abhiyan Teachers’ 
Association (AASSATA), said they 
were underpaid and could barely 
afford proper education and food 

for their children.
The association requested the 

state government to increase their 
salary in line with 7th Pay Commis-
sion’s recommendations and Bidol 
Tayeng Committee reports.

AASSATA had also been de-
manding grants during child care or 
maternity leave, its president Tarak 
Agug Tarh said. In a statement 
issued by the association today, 
Tarh said 6815 teachers from 2030 
primary and 1003 upper-primary 
schools in the state are participating 
in the protest peacefully.

“The sole responsibility for the 
losses incurred by the state, owing 
to the protests of the SSA teachers, 
lie on the government,” he asserted.

Imphal, Nov. 6 (IANS: Manipur is to host the 10-day 
Sangai International Festival beginning November 
21, that will feature polo and a 21-km half marathon 
among other activities, with most countries confirming 
their participation. The event will be inaugurated by 
President Ram Nath Kovind.

Most of the Southeast Asian countries are expected 
to participate in the colourful festival. Most of the coun-
tries have confirmed their participation in the Sangai 
International Festival. 

Apart from the exhibition-cum-sale, cultural pro-
grammes and indigenous games shall be organised, 
the most entertaining will be polo which had originated 
from this tiny state. Chief Minister N. Biren Singh said, 

“President of India shall inaugurate the festival. The 
plan is to host the festival at the Loktak lake where the 
Keibul Lamjao national park, the natural habitat of  
the sangai, the brow-antlered deer is located. We are 
planning to organise a half marathon covering the 21 
km long road of the islets of the lake.”Due to security 
concerns the government was constrained to shift the 
venue to Imphal. 

Government spokesperson T. Bishwajit mollified 
the people saying the festival will be held in three venues 
including Thanga, an islet. Though it is only a few days 
away the Works Minister Bishwajit is yet to repair the 
21 km long country road where Indians and foreigners 
will run in the half marathon. 

Guwahati, Nov 6. (IANS): Assam 
Chief Minister Sarbananda Sonowal 
on Sunday asked police chiefs of  
districts surrounding the Kaziranga 
to assist the Forest Department in con-
taining the menace of poaching after 
after three rhinos including a calf were 
killed inside the famous national park 
in the last 48 hours.

While the poachers have killed 
one rhino on Friday night inside the 
park, another mother rhino and a calf  
was killed inside the park on Saturday 
night.

“There has been no poaching in 
last six months. However, the recent in-
cident has indicated that the poachers 
have been active again. The SPs (Su-
perintendents of  Police) of  Nagaon, 
Golaghat, Karbi Anglong, Biswanath 
and Sonitpur have been asked to assist 
the forest officials in operation against 
the poachers,” Sonowal told media 
persons on the sidelines of a govern-

ment function.
With the killing of  three one-

horned rhinos, the total rhinos poached 
in Kaziranga national park became 5 
this year.

“We are going to deal with the 
poachers very strictly and we are go-
ing to protect the one-horned rhinos, 
the pride of Assam at any cost,” said 
the Chief  Minister while appealing 
the villagers of fringe villages to extend 
their help in containing the menace of  
poaching.

“The villagers living in fringe ar-
eas of  Kaziranga national park had 
earlier also showed their courage in 
apprehending the poachers. I appeal 
to them to help the forest officials and 
police so that the poachers could not 
take advantage,” said Sonowal.

In 2016, poachers have killed over 
11 one-horned rhinos in the park, 
which is also a UNESCO world herit-
age site.

Aizawl, Nov. 6 (PTI): Mi-
zoram Taxation Minister 
Lalsawta today said that 
the state government was 
reeling under acute finan-
cial crisis as the Centre 
had released less than 50 
per cent of  allocated funds 
since the implementation 
of  Goods and Services Tax 
in July.Lalsawta attributed 
poor internet connectiv-
ity to the inefficient im-
plementation of  the new 
tax regime.An emergency 

meeting of  top officials 
of  the state taxation and 
finance departments was 
chaired by the minister 
here today.

According to Lalswata, 
the state would face fur-
ther problems if  it revised 
the salaries of  government 
employees in line with the 
recommendations of  the 
7th Pay Commission.

The implementation 
of  the panel’s recommen-
dations would entail an 

additional expenditure 
of  Rs 800 crore annually, 
he added.Meanwhile, the 
Federation of  Mizoram 
Government Employees 
and Workers (FMGEW), 
the apex body of  all state 
government employees’ 
association, threatened to 
launch an agitation here, 
accusing the state govern-
ment of  deliberately delay-
ing the implementation of  
the pay panel’s recommen-
dations.

Our Correspondent
Imphal, Nov. 6 (EMN): The 
changes in climate, hydrology 
and the ways the humans alter the 
landscape of  their habitat forced 
to dwindle the number of migra-
tory birds visiting Loktak, the 
largest freshwater lake in North 
East India.

Deputy Conservator of Forest 
(Park and Sanctuary) Arun RS, 
while comparing with previous 
year’s  department observed drastic 
reduction in the number of migra-
tory birds this year. They (migra-
tory birds) came in groups but 
hardly spent for one week (against 
their usual stay of 3 to 4 months) 
and went away from Loktak to 
some other places.

The forest officer felt that the 
major reasons of  the scenario 
could be attributed to the high wa-
ter level, use of LED (Light Emit-

ting Diode) bulbs for fishing which 
causes disturbance at night for the 
birds reducting its food availability.

The use of LED lights through-
out the night in the lake for fishing 
was detected in their annual water 
birds including migratory birds 
census cum survey in January con-
ducted by the Wildlife wing of state 
forest department and Manipur 
based NGO Centre for Conserva-
tion of Nature and Cultivation of  
Science across 50 different loca-
tions at Loktak and its associated 
lakes. Such practice was on since 
2014 onwards.

The team found a minimum 
of 170 LED bulbs hanging on the 
bamboo poles implanted for the 
large deep fishing nets across 11 
water bird congregation sites of the 
lake covering 1 sq km of the lake 
which officially covers an area of  
236.21 sq km, creating an issue of  

‘light pollution’ that ultimately hit 
the natural nesting, and breeding 
period and foraging behaviours of  
resident the water birds of the lake.

The state Coordinator RK 
Birjit of Indian Bird Conservation 
Network, Manipur believes that 
the birds might have diverted their 
migratory routes this time to a 
marginal habitat where it may have 
succumbed to starvation or death. 
Birjit also admitted that they hardly 
spotted around 5000 birds under 17 
species in January this year against 
last year’s report of sighting about 
47,088 birds under 68 species.

A total of  50,725 Waterbird 
including migratory birds’ popula-
tions belonging to 65 species visited 
the lake in 2015 against 32,852 
Waterbird belonging to 57 species 
in 2014.

Besides more scientific study is 
also required to understand what is 

happening to migratory birds and 
how they are — and aren’t — able 
to cope. Because water birds and 
migratory birds in particular being 
the biological indicators plays a 
vital role in maintaining the dying 
eco-system of Loktak and environ-
ment in general after the commis-
sioning of  Ithai barrage in 1983 
disturbs the hydrology of the lake.

Sighting of  a minimum of  
around 20,000 or more water birds 
in a year besides the presence of  
rare state animal-Sangai (brow 
antlered deer) Keibul Lamjao, the 
world’s only floating sanctuary also 
supports the status of  a Ramsar 
site, Birjit observed. If the number 
of water birds increases, it will not 
only attract tourists but will also 
give a positive message that lake’s 
ecology is okay.

In villages around Loktak, 
arrival of  migratory birds which 

came from Northern Asia, Europe, 
America - flying 3,2000-4,800 
kilometers over the Himalayan 
ranges, herald the onset of winter 
in the state. Lesser whistling duck 
which once outnumbered all other 
birds such as cattle egret, gadwall, 
common moorhen and common 
teal-sighted during 2014 census 
was comparatively low this time.

The concerned officials of  
Loktak Development Authority, 
who looks after the status of  the 
lake, could not be contacted for 
their comments as they were out 
of the station when the report was 
filed. But appealed for timely in-
tervention by the state authority is 
pouring in from various quarters to 
restore the resources and its biodi-
versity of the Lakes for present and 
future generations as the people are 
looking forward for a sustainable 
livelihood across the globe.

NEWS IN BRIEF
Two scribes injured in KA
Our Correspondent
Diphu, Nov. 6 (EMN): Diphu journalist from DY365 
of Guwahati Electronic media Rajbir Singh and Cam-
era Man Biplop Paul met with an accident on Nov. 6 
at Disobai, under Bokolia Police station. According to 
reports, the accident occurred around 3 pm when the duo 
scribes were returning to Diphu after covering a report 
from Bokolia. The vehicle (Wagon-R) in which the duo 
were travelling collided with Diphu-Nagoan bound bus. 
The duo are said to be admitted at Diphu Civil hospital 
for treatment while the passengers from the bus faced no 
serious injuries.

Author Dalim Das to get Munin 
Barkotoki Literary Award
Guwahati, Nov. 6 (PTI): Short-story writer Dalim Das 
has been selected for the 23rd edition of Munin Barko-
toki Literary Award 2017 for his collection ‘Hari Jadu 
Madhu’. The name was announced today by Meenaxi 
Barkotoki, the managing trustee of Munin Barkotoki 
Memorial Trust here. The annual award, instituted to 
encourage young and promising writers in Assamese, 
carries a cash prize of Rs 50,000 along with a citation 
and a plaque, a release issued by the Trust said. The Trust 
was formed in the memory of renowned writer, critic and 
journalist Munin Barkotoki.

Six gold biscuits seized from Gu-
wahati Railway station
Guwahati, Nov. 6 (PTI): Six gold biscuits valued 
at Rs 30 lakh were seized from a passenger from the 
Howrah-bound Kamrup Express in the railway station 
here today, a GRP official said. Government Railway 
Police (GRP) station officer-in-charge Pankaj Kalita led 
a team for routine checking and seized the gold biscuits 
weighing approximately one kg from the possession of  
the passenger identified as E Muningbe who came from 
Dimapur in Nagaland. Muningbe was arrested, Kalita 
said, adding that the seized gold was handed over to the 
customs department. There were five incidents of gold 
seizure from the railway station from April to October 
this year, he said.

Tri-Nation motorcycle expedition 
leaves for Myanmar
Aizawl, Nov. 6 (PTI): Mizoram Chief  Minister Lal 
Thanhawla today flagged off  the Assam Rifles’ Tri-
Nation motorcycle expedition team from here as the 
33-member group left for Myanmar. The team had 
already visited Bangladesh and travelled through five 
north eastern states before reaching Mizoram, an of-
ficial statement said. The 2150 km long expedition is 
covering the two neighbouring countries of Bangladesh 
and Myanmar and six Indian states of  Meghalaya, 
Assam, Manipur, Nagaland, Mizoram and Tripura. 
The chief minister expressed hope that the expedition 
would bring the two ‘strategic partners’ closer to India. 
The expedition began from Shillong on October 30 last 
and the team had reached the Mizoram-Assam border 
town of  Vairengte after travelling through five north 
eastern states. The expedition was expected to end on 
November 22.
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Dr. Nchumbeni Humtsoe speaking at the 7th 
International Conference on Aquaculture and 
Fisheries held at Rome, Italy, from October 19-21.

Women folks displaying traditional shawl making on the occasion 
of combined Tokhu Emong celebration at Wozhuro stadium on 
November 6.

KPU to intensify agitation from Nov. 20

TGPU(C) wants office at permanent site

Former Congress members respond to NPCC

Culturing indigenous fishes 
highlighted at global platform

WoRPO celebrates Tokhu Emong festival 

the long awaiting dream of  
the public. He further urged 
to continue strengthening 
the relationship between the 
villagers and with the rest of  
the community.

Thungjanshio Odyuo, 
pastor of  Phiro Baptist 

Church, invoked God’s 
blessings, while a welcome 
addressed was delivered 
by Dr. Mhabemo Ovung, 
member of WoPRO Tokhu 
Emong organising com-
mittee.

One minute silent prayer 

Our Correspondent
Wokha, Nov. 6 (EMN): 
Wozhuro Range Public 
Organisation (WoRPO) 
comprising of  six villages 
namely Phiro, Shaki, Sanki-
ton, Meriyan, Yanthung and 
Totsu celebrated a combined 
‘Tokhu Emong’ festival for 
the first time at Wozhuro 
stadium on November 6.

Coming together with 
a vision to strengthen a 
bond relationship and unity 
among the villages, WoPRO 
was formed in the year 2017. 
It was on the spirit of unity 
among the six villages that 
the organisation could cel-
ebrate Tokhu Emong.

One older person from 
the range (Eramo), Yiremo 
Ovung, graced the celebra-
tion and declared the Tokhu 
open. He also shared stories 
of the past on how the an-
cestors celebrated Tokhu 
festival with joy, forgiveness 
and sharing.

He thanked all the people 
for coming together for the 
first time thereby fulfilling 

was observed in paying hom-
age to those members who 
have passed away in the cur-
rent year.

Tokhu song was pre-
sented by Phiro Eloe Okho. 
Indigenous games like fire 
making, spear throw, tug of  
war, grease pole climbing 
by men folk and display of  
traditions shawls making by 
women group were other 
highlights of  the celebra-
tion.

On November 7, vari-
ety of  indigenous Tokhu 
competitions including folk 
song and dance, fire mak-
ing, spear throwing, cata-
pult shooting, tug of  war, 
bamboo pole climbing, and 
traditional cotton spinning 
and traditional attire contest 
will be held to mark the oc-
casion. 

Attractive prizes will be 
given to the winners of  all 
categories. Commissioner 
and Secretary, A Wopen 
Lotha, will also be releasing 
a book on career guidance 
on November 7.

Chief Minister TR Zeliang 
unconditionally because of  
their active involvement in 
expediting the “Indo-Naga” 
peace process.

With regard to the claims 
made by NPCC to former 
Congress members as oppor-
tunists, defectors and migra-
tory birds, the release stated 
that they have upheld ideolo-
gies and principles of Indian 
National Congress believing 
that the working system of  
the NPCC president will 

be as per its principles. But 
as claimed by former Con-
gress members, lack of  in-
ner democracy which took 
a partisan political position 
stirred up disagreements and 
the unprecedented act and 
autocratic functioning of the 
NPCC President made them 
take the decision to resign 
from the party.

While reminding the 
NPCC that whatever deci-
sions taken were all as per 
the laid down rules where 

copies of  resolution with 
appended signatures were 
send to the AICC, it stated 
the allegation of  covering 
their guilt and shameless ac-
tions does not arise. Rather, 
instead of  letting facts be 
known, it accused NPCC 
of  misleading the people 
of Nagaland because of its 
inability to produce records 
and thus targeting the former 
Congress members who 
has taken a bold decision to 
resign.

Dimapur, Nov. 6 (EMN): Dr. Nchum-
beni Humtsoe, the first doctorate 
degree holder from State Fisheries De-
partment, has participated in the 7th In-
ternational Conference on Aquaculture 
and Fisheries held at Rome, Italy, from 
October 19-21 on the theme “Recent 
trends in aquaculture innovation.” 

It may be mentioned here that she 
had also participated at the 6th Global 
Summit on Aquaculture in Osaka, 
Japan in May 2017. She was a lone 
keynote speaker from India in both the 
conferences. 

Delivering a keynote speech on 
topic “Prospects of ornamental fish cul-
ture in Nagaland,” she emphasised on 
the importance of culturing indigenous 
fishes especially the species which are 
on the verge of extinction. It was well 
appreciated and received by participat-
ing scientists from across the globe. 

She also delivered a talk on “Fish 
Nutrition” based on her research with a 
focused on intertidal clams as a partial 
replacement for fish meal, which is one 
of the main global issues at present as 

Dimapur, Nov. 6 (EMN): 
Reitering its earlier resolu-
tions, the Kandi Public Un-
ion (KPU) has threatened to 
intensify its agitation begin-
ning from November 20 if  
the State government fails 
to direct the contractor for 
construction of  RD Block 
office at the inaugural site 
Chunlikha.

Meanwhile, reacting to 
the statement of  Kithagha 
Public Organisation (KPO), 
KPU clarified that it had 
it had at no point of  time 
demanded shifting of  RD 
Block office to Tsonsa vil-
lage. 

KPU has demanded im-
mediate construction of the 
office as per government in-
structions since the contract 
has already been awarded to 
M/s JK & sons of Nsunyu 
(Kithagha) on November 
11, 2016. 

KPU press and media 
cell also claimed that the 
government has already 
appointed a Grade -IV post 
to the land owners namely 
Mrs. Ninenya Semy, wife 
of Tekhenu Semy, and John 
Magh, son of Rev. Khankhu 
Magh. As such, it stated that 
there was no question of  
shifting the office to Tsonsa 
or GHS compound, where 
the people of Nsunyu (Kith-
agha) group have already 

benefitted in both employ-
ment and contract, adding 
that Kandi group had never 
envy the opportunity nor 
object to it.

It stated that the allega-

tion of KPO against Kandi 
group of  sabotaging the 
RD Block issue for politi-
cal mileage and terming as 
‘self  interest’ was uncalled 
for. It further clarified that 

there was no ulterior motives 
in their demand for early 
construction of  RD office 
but for the welfare of  the 
Chunlikha range and rural 
people.

On the controversy sur-
rounding construction of  
BDO office, Tesophenyu 
group has sought construc-
tion of the office at the se-
lected permanent site of the 
existing RD Block Chun-
likha offered by land donor, 
Khankhu Magh, which is 
located at West NH-2 Chun-
likha Headquarter without 
fear or favour.

A joint press release is-
sued by TGPU(C) president 
Gwachung Chung and the 
joint secretary S Soyhunlo 
Seb noted that the location 
is accessible and conven-
ient with all the basic infra-
structures irrespective of  
directions and geographical 
situations for the citizens 
of three constituent groups 
viz. Kandi group, Kitha-
gha group and Tesophenyu 
group. 

It appealed Kandi group 
and Tesophenyu group not 
to interfere and complicate 
the existed site of BDO of-

fice Chunlikha but let Kitha-
gha Public Organisation 
(KPO) decide the best viable 
location as deemed fit. The 
group stated that the popular 
desires and decisions of the 
majority groups must also 
be taken into account with 
regard and respect. 

In the event of  failure 
to construct BDO office, 
RD Block Chunlikha, at 
the appropriate location, the 
four villages of Tesophenyu 
group has threatened resort-
ing to its own ways and 
means of exercising its dem-
ocratic rights.

Dimapur, Nov. 6 (EMN): 
Responding to NPCC’s ac-
cusation terming the former 
Congress members as ‘op-
portunists, defectors and mi-
gratory birds,’ the latter reit-
erated that they have joined 
the NPF led by Neiphiu Rio 
by putting forth their princi-
pled position clear in recog-
nising freedom of choice. 

Referring to its Novem-
ber 1 press release, former 
Dimapur DCC general secre-
tary (Admn), Hollohon Chi-
shi stated that it had clearly 
mentioned that they have 
joined NPF led by Neiphiu 
Rio, President NPF (Rio) 
and Lok Sabha MP, and 

fish meal is very expensive that in most 
of the aquaculture operations, cost of  
fish meal accounts for half  of opera-
tional cost.  

Various topics were deliberated 
in the conference on latest research 
techniques such as fish welfare, fish 
nutrition, antibiotics, instruments in-
troduced by the aquaculture fisheries 
laboratories, basic and advanced re-
search of developmental, toxicological 
and transgenic aspects. 

The conference was a premier event 
which brought together unique and 
international mix of experts including 
scientists, researchers and decision 
makers from both academia and indus-
try across the globe to exchange their 
knowledge, experience and research 
innovations.

Dr. Humtsoe opined that attend-
ing such international conference is a 
great opportunity to make known to 
the world the potentials of aquaculture 
in Nagaland and also for opening pos-
sible research and development in near 
future. With such initiatives, she felt the 
State would certainly become a major 
contributor in the international trade 
for augmenting income, employment 
generation and earning of foreign ex-
change as well. 

Meanwhile, she thanked her family 
members and friends who helped her 
with finance and moral support as well 
as prayer support from the church com-
munities. She has further appreciated 
the staff of VFS Global, Kolkatta Cen-
tre, for processing her visa on time.
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Democracy under threat 
Democracy is not all about winning elections. Democracy 

means much more than majority rule. Democracy is not 
about grabbing power. Democracy means equal sharing 

of power.
But do our leaders and their respective political parties be-

lieve this very essence of democracy? Certainly not. If they hap-
pened to be believers of democracy, the idea of either to scrap 
or shorten the winter session of the Parliament wouldn’t have 
come to their minds as this idea is nothing but an attempt to 
undermine the role of Parliament in a democratic country. The 
idea clearly proves that our leaders and their respective political 
parties do not believe in parliamentary democracy apart from 
using elections as a weapon to grab power. Citing Gujrat Assem-
bly elections as the reason behind such a thought stands as a 
testimony to this fact.

Former President Pranab Mukherjee on many occasions vir-
tually rebuked our law-makers for disrupting the Parliament. A 
man with vast parliamentary experiences Mr. Mukherjee urged 
the parliamentarians to discuss and debate thoroughly before 
enacting a Law. The former President also reminded them about 
the responsibilities bestowed upon them by the people of the 
country. But it seems that all his good advices had fallen in to 
deaf ears because disruptions, adjournments are regular fea-
tures of Indian Parliament these days. As a result important bills, 
even budget grants for various ministries passed the scrutiny of 
the Parliament without any debate or discussion. Frankly speak-
ing, this is not a good sign for a democracy, especially in a diverse 
country like India which can be ruled only by equally sharing 
power to all sections of the society.

It cannot be denied that the importance of Indian Parlia-
ment is on the decline. Forget about disruptions which are of-
ten instigated by the Opposition, many a times even the treasury 
bench remains empty. At least 10 times during his three and half 
year tenure as the Leader of the House, Prime Minister Naren-
dra Modi has scolded the ruling party MPs for their lacklustre 
attitude towards parliamentary duties. The Prime Minister even 
threatened not to make them party candidates in the next gen-
eral elections. But even this threat has failed to energise the MPs 
to take the parliamentary works seriously. More, after coming 
to power, Mr. Modi initiated various programmes, including the 
Model Village scheme. Under this scheme each parliamentarian 
has to adopt a village within his or her constituency and should 
propose development projects worth Rs. Five crore to enhance 
infrastructure, basic amenities of the village. But after nearly 
four years, the Model Village scheme still remains a non-start-
er. Same is the fate of MPLAD scheme. After initial enthusiasm, 
the scheme is waiting for a natural death. Besides money spend 
under this scheme had often been misused. Majority of the 
fund were used for non-sustainable developments, rather than 
spending the funds for creating permanent assets. But time has 
now come those who grab power using democracy as tool that 
people of India are becoming more and more watchful. Now they 
want their representatives to deliver. By ignoring their duties as 
parliamentarians, they are simply inviting the wrath of the elec-
torate. Thus they will not accept the move to scrap or curtail the 
winter session of the Parliament favourably.

God gives us second chances.

By making some wrong decisions, Linda had ended up in jail in a coun-
try not her own. For six years she remained in prison, and when she 
was set free she didn’t have anywhere to go. She thought her life was 

over! While her family gathered money to buy her ticket home, a kind couple 
offered her lodging, food, and a helping hand. Linda was so touched by their 
kindness that she willingly listened as they told her the good news of a God 
who loves her and wants to give her a second chance. 

Linda reminds me of Naomi, a widow in the Bible who lost her hus-
band and two sons in a foreign land and thought her life was over (Ruth 
1). However, the Lord hadn’t forgotten Naomi, and through the love of her 
daughter-in-law and the compassion of a godly man named Boaz, Naomi 
saw God’s love and was given a second chance (4:13–17).

The same God cares for us today. Through the love of others we can be 
reminded of His presence. We can see God’s grace in the helping hand of 
people we may not even know well. But above all, God is willing to give us 
a fresh start. We just need, like Linda and Naomi, to see God’s hand in our 
everyday lives and realize He never stops showing us His kindness.

BIBLE READ:    RUTH 4:13–17

THOUGHT FOR TODAY:
He has not stopped showing his kindness. Ruth 2:20

“HOW CAN YOU BE SO KIND IF YOU DON’T EVEN KNOW ME!”

DAILY
PATH

Second Chances

W
ith the festive sea-
son approaching, 
the volume of  foot-
fall is going to in-
crease manifold in 

Dimapur. Shoppers from all across 
Nagaland as well as the neighbor-
ing states will be flocking for their 
purchases. These rushes of  visitors 
create avenues for dubious people to 
exploit the unsuspecting villagers and 
dupe them some way or the other. So, 
in a situation like this, the citizens of  
the commercial hub need to be extra 
vigilant to see to it that visitors are not 
harassed by unscrupulous elements.

In this connection, the Sumi 
Council, Dimapur would like to ap-

peal to the district administration, 
law enforcing agencies, civil society 
organizations as well as our national 
workers to take note of  all the social 
evils which erupts particularly dur-
ing this time when dice games, cards 
games, jhandi mundas etc. are played 
in isolated areas and poor villagers 
end up becoming the victims of  day-
light robberies and return back home 
empty-handed. Snatching and steal-
ing also become rampant and not for-
getting the exorbitant rates charged 
by autos and taxis. Business commu-
nity of  Dimapur also should try to be 
reasonable and not charge extra from 
the customers during this period.

The Sumi Council, Dimapur 

would further like to request the 
elected representatives of  Dimapur to 
put pressure on the concerned depart-
ment to restore the deplorable road 
condition of  the town before Christ-
mas and bring some joy in the faces 
of  our suffering public.

As responsible citizens of  Di-
mapur town, it is the bounden duty 
of  every individual to ensure that 
peace and tranquility prevails where 
people can move freely without any 
fear. Towards this end our media fra-
ternity also has a pivotal role to play 
by highlighting the deficiencies so 
that prompt remedial measure can be 
taken to stop further lapses in the law 
and order situation.

Finally, the demolition of  one 
bridge and the collapse of  a couple 
others have affected the traffic flow in 
Dimapur. This has been causing un-
necessary delays and harassment to 
the public. As the Hornbill Festival 
is approaching and which will be fol-
lowed by Christmas and New Year, 
it is urged upon the Traffic Police to 
take remedial measure in advance to 
avoid inordinate delays and smooth 
flow of vehicles without any snarls 
and jams for the comfort of  both visi-
tors and the general public.

KUHOI ZHIMO
Chairman

Sumi Council, Dimapur.

D
espite calm rhetoric, 
negotiators are nerv-
ous of  the Trump ef-
fect, and say consen-
sus ‘can unravel very 

quickly’. 
Momentum was “irreversible”, 

said a statement released by the 
German, French and Italian leaders 
in the hours after Donald Trump 
said he would leave or “renegoti-
ate” the accord.

In the lead up to the annual 
UN talks in Bonn, which kick off  
on Monday, rhetoric from all na-
tions has been uniform – confident, 
calm, defiant. Emmanuel Macron 
and Angela Merkel will attend the 
meeting in solidarity.

In an interview with Climate 
Home News, Nazhat Shameem 
Khan, the Fijian diplomat who 
will lead much of  these talks, said 
the conference needed to rebut any 
notion that the vision of  the agree-
ment had dimmed.

But talk to the negotiators 
who built the deal and it becomes 
evident that the tumult in the US 
has created genuine apprehension 
among those who know this proc-
ess best.

“The fragility of  the political 
compromise of  Paris has some-
times not been emphasised because 
we are all nervous. We want it to 
succeed and we’ve a lot invested 
in it, as parties, as citizens, as par-
ents,” a senior negotiator said at an 
event in London last week.

“But there’s also a lot of  nerv-
ousness that that package can un-
ravel very quickly… We don’t really 
yet know what the US will do. They 
could act with benign neglect and 
disinterest. Or they could be very 
disruptive. Or they could be a lit-
tle bit of  a mixture of  all of  those 
things.” This point of  view was 
confirmed by other diplomats Cli-
mate Home News spoke with. 

The material of  the talks in 
Bonn is technical – for many of  the 
committees agreeing the only con-
crete outcome expected after two 
weeks is a contents page. But at the 
end, should all go to plan, the bod-
ies that make up this meeting will 
have delivered dozens of  decisions 
on the Paris Agreement, agreed by 
all parties, including the US.

That’s what has negotiators 
worried. This is a consensus body 
and to function it needs the US. 
Trump could utterly derail the talks 
if  he chose.

There is every sign that things 
will go smoothly. As CHN reported 
on Wednesday, the state department 

team are old hands, set to maintain 
some continuity from the Obama 
era. Insiders say their involvement 
in lead up meetings has been mut-
ed, but, in the words of  Khan, “con-
structive”. The delegate list shows 
they will send a significant team – 
48 officials – to the talks.

The fear is that this fragile peace 
is just one fit of  Oval Office pique 
away from shattering. The pres-
ence of  California governor Jerry 
Brownand other leading Democrat 
politicians at the talks will be pro-
vocative. They claim to be neuter-
ing Trump with their own regula-
tory and technical advances at state 
and city level.

Diplomats and activists are 
briefing journalists against report-
ing on the expected positive US 
contributions at the talks. They 
are apprehensive that such reports 
could antagonise the US president 
or his fossil fuel-friendly acolytes 
and cause him to direct officials to 
obstruct progress in Bonn.

“You don’t want to wake the 
bear,” another senior negotiator 
said.

In that regard, last week’s re-
port in the New York Times that, 
outside the formal negotiations, the 
US will use the meeting to promote 
fossil fuels as a climate solution 
could be soporific. The invitation of  

Peabody Energy, the world’s largest 
private coal company, into the heart 
of  UN climate negotiations has al-
ready outraged many who will be in 
Bonn. It is a way for Trump to show 
how he is using the talks to push US 
interests. 

Would it be raised with the US 
delegation in the talks? A Costa 
Rican expert said: “I think most 
would not dignify it by bringing it 
up. We have actual work to do, and 
I hope we can avoid getting distract-
ed by the sideshow.”

On the opposite side of  the 
climate divide from the powerful 
and recalcitrant US, another group 
disagrees with the view that the 
momentum built up around Paris 
deal is immutable – the multitudi-
nous poor who will suffer the hard-
est edge of  climate change. They 
believe they made enormous con-
cessions when agreeing the Paris 
deal – allowing wealthy countries 
to weaken key passages of  the final 
text for example.

Yet after all these concessions, 
they see a wealthy world and big 
polluters still wriggling away from 
their commitments. This is not lim-
ited to Trump’s US. Germany, the 
country hosting the talks, is going 
to miss its 2020 emissions reduction 
targets by a mile. This, in the words 
of  the environment ministry, is “a 

disaster for Germany’s internation-
al reputation as a climate leader”.

“The truth is that no single party 
has raised ambition [in their pledge 
to the Paris deal] since 2012,” said 
the diplomat quoted earlier from 
London. Small countries were near-
ing a crossroads, the source added, 
at which they could decide the ac-
cord was not fit for purpose and dis-
engage from the process.

The most recent UN Environ-
ment Programme Emissions Gap 
report found the promises made 
to the Paris deal remain just one 
third of  what is necessary to keep 
the world below 2C. The less dan-
gerous 1.5C goal remains over the 
horizon.

In a statement on Sunday, the 
UN climate body said the Fijian 
presidency expects countries to not 
only meet targets set for 2020, but 
raise their longer term pledges to 
the Paris deal over the next year. 
Indian officials launched a preemp-
tive strike against this last week, 
flat-out rejecting any talk of  in-
creasing their ambition.

Such rancour sticks in the 
wheels like molasses. The real fear 
is not a reversal of  the Paris deal, 
but a deceleration at a time when 
the planet and every major scien-
tific institution says we need to go 
faster.

I
t is very likely that 2017 will be one 
of  the three hottest years on record, 
with many high-impact events 
including catastrophic hurricanes 
and floods, debilitating heatwaves 

and drought, the World Meteorological 
Organization (WMO) said on Monday.

It also said that long-term indicators of  
climate change such as increasing carbon 
dioxide concentrations, sea level rise and 
ocean acidification continue unabated. 
Arctic sea ice coverage remains below 
average and previously stable Antarctic sea 
ice extent was at or near a record low.

The WMO’s provisional Statement on 
the State of  the Climate says the average 
global temperature from January to 
September this year was approximately 1.1 
degrees Celsius above the pre-industrial 
era.

As a result of  a powerful El Nino, 2016 
is likely to remain the warmest year on 
record, with 2017 and 2015 being second 
and/or third, while 2013-2017 is set to be 
the warmest five-year period on record.

The WMO statement - which covers 
January to September - was released on 
the opening day of  the United Nations 
climate change conference in Germany’s 
former capital.

It includes information submitted by 
a wide range of  UN agencies on human, 
socio-economic and environmental 
impacts as part of  a drive to provide a 
more comprehensive, UN-wide policy 
brief  for decision makers on the interplay 

between weather, climate and water and 
the UN global goals.

“The past three years have all been in 
the top three years in terms of  temperature 
records. This is part of  a long term 
warming trend,” said WMO Secretary-
General Petteri Taalas.

“We have witnessed extraordinary 
weather, including temperatures topping 
50 degrees Celsius in Asia, record-
breaking hurricanes in rapid succession in 
the Caribbean and Atlantic reaching as far 
as Ireland, devastating monsoon flooding 
affecting many millions of  people and a 
relentless drought in East Africa.

“Many of  these events - and detailed 
scientific studies will determine exactly 
how many - bear the tell-tale sign of  climate 
change caused by increased greenhouse 
gas concentrations from human activities,” 
he said.

Patricia Espinosa, Executive Secretary 
of  UN Climate Change which is hosting 
the Bonn conference, said: “These findings 
underline the rising risks to people, 
economies and the very fabric of  life on 
Earth if  we fail to get on track with the aims 
and ambitions of  the Paris Agreement.”

“Bonn 2017 needs to be the launch pad 
towards the next, higher level of  ambition 
by all nations and all sectors of  society as 
we look to de-risk the future and maximize 
the opportunities from a fresh, forward-
looking and sustainable development 
path,” she added.

Source: IANS

I
ndulging in drinking 
alcohol or smoking 
may not only damage 
your teeth but also lead 
to increased incidences 

of  failure in dental fillings, 
warned researchers.

The findings, led by 
researchers from the University 
of  Pittsburgh, showed that 
within two years of  the dental 
procedure, fillings failed more 
often in patients who drank 
alcohol, while the overall 
filling failure rate was higher in 
men who smoked. 

Furthermore, people with 
a difference in the gene for 
matrix metalloproteinase 
(MMP2) -- an enzyme found 
in teeth -- were at increased 
risk of  filling failure.

This could be because 
MMP2 might be able to 
degrade the bond between the 
filling and the tooth surface, 
potentially leading to failure, 
the researchers said. 

The results, published 
in the journal Frontiers in 
Medicine, suggest that genetic 
analysis might help dentists to 
personalise treatments for their 
patients, which could lead to 
improved outcomes.

“A better understanding 

of  individual susceptibility to 
dental disease and variation 
in treatment outcomes will 
allow the dental field to move 
forward,” said Alexandre 
Vieira, a researcher from the 
varsity.

“In the future, genetic 
information may be used to 
personalise dental treatments 
and enhance treatment 
outcomes,” Vieira added.

For the study, the team 
from America and Brazil 
analysed dental records of  807 
patients.

Fillings can fail for a variety 
of  reasons, including re-
emergence of  the initial tooth 
decay or the filling becoming 
detached. 

The researchers also 
examined if  newer composite 
resin fillings are as durable as 
traditional amalgam fillings, 
which have been in use for 
more than 150 years but which 
contain mercury, a toxic metal.

The researchers found 
that overall, there were no 
major differences between 
patients receiving amalgam or 
composite fillings in terms of  
filling failure rates.

Source: IANS

Festive Season-Time to be Extra Vigilant

Don’t Wake the Bear: Fragile UN Climate Talks Begin in Bonn

2017 is set to be in top three 
hottest years: WMO report

Smoking, drinking may cause 
failures in dental fillings

Karl Mathiesen| The Wire
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ARIES (MAR 21 - APR 19):  You might be 
jumping around today. This is one of  those 
situations in which you don’t want to stay in 
one place for too long. Each place is an in-

dividual step that leads to where you want to go. Keep 
your eyes focused ahead and keep on going. Stagnating 
will leave you lost in the middle of  nowhere.

TAURUS (APR 20 - MAY 20): Your audi-
ence will be attentive to you today. Take the 
lead and others will follow. Be yourself  and 
project your voice into the auditorium of  

eager listeners. Information will flow freely, and you 
shouldn’t discount any ideas from the peanut gallery. Be 
open to questions and comments from others. Their par-
ticipation is vital to your performance.

GEMINI (MAY 21 - JUN 21): You could feel 
confident today, and you should have a strong 
idea of  exactly what it is you want. Informa-
tion is power. Others are working to wield 

power over you. Don’t let them get away with it, espe-
cially today. Encourage synergistic behavior among all 
parties. You can accomplish a great deal by working to-
gether instead of  against one another.

CANCER (JUN 22 - JUL 22): Your mind 
will expand today. You’ll feel like there’s a ton 
of  information crammed into your head that 
needs processing. Regarding big projects, try 

to finish them as quickly as you can. The best policy is 
to pace yourself. If  you wait until the last minute to fin-
ish, the quality of  your work will suffer. Make a plan and 

maybe even a timeline. Set small deadlines as 
you go along.

LEO (JUL 23 - AUG 22): Try not to read too 
much into other people’s words today. You may 

have spent hours tearing apart every off-the-cuff  remark. 
You may build up a wild scenario in your head regarding 
what that person is thinking. Instead of  trying to sneak 

up on the answer through the back door, try the 
direct approach. Simply ask your question.

VIRGO (AUG 23 - SEP 22): Long-term trends 
are coming to an important climax now. This 

dramatic period is highlighted by the added amount of  
information being thrown your way. Try to make small 
adjustments to your direction that incorporate this new 
information. Be aware of  the prevailing winds and your 
relationships will be much better off.

LIBRA (SEP 23 - OCT 22): Take a break from 
what you’re doing. Look at what people are 
doing around you. Check your plans in rela-
tion to those of  others and see if  there’s a way 

you can combine forces and kill more birds with fewer 
stones. Cooperation instead of  competition is the lesson 
that needs to be emphasized today. The better you learn 

this today, the better off  you’ll be tomorrow.

SCORPIO (OCT 23 - NOV 21):   Get involved 
with the energy of today so you don’t get left out of  
the loop. Your contribution to the group is impor-

tant. You should foster positive relationships among all parties. 
Think big. You can do no wrong by expanding your mind out 
into the minds of others. Make a commitment to quench your 
thirst for knowledge and freedom through information.

SAGITTARIUS (NOV 22 - DEC 21):  You can 
add more tools to your toolbox today. Express 
your concerns and you’ll find helpful remedies 
present themselves. Keep the lines of communi-

cation open and let the information flow. There’s a great 
expansiveness that comes when you think for yourself - 
and think big. Don’t get bogged down with the emotional 
side of things. Concern yourself with the facts.

CAPRICORN (DEC 22 - JAN 19):  Join 
others before you make your big travel plans. 
The smallest idea can be quickly transformed 
into a huge plan of  attack, thanks to the pre-

vailing winds of  the day. There’s a light, communicative 
feeling in the air encouraging cooperation. If  you find 
that people aren’t chiming into the group effort, you may 
want to excuse them from the group.

AQUARIUS (JAN 20 - FEB 18): Don’t get 
stuck doing just one thing today. The more 
varied your activity, the easier it will be for 
you to integrate the different pieces of  the 
puzzle. This is a day to think big. The more 

you know, the greater an asset you’ll be when it comes 
time to solve the biggest problems. Learn how to multi-
task effectively.

PISCES (FEB 19 - MAR 20):  You might be in 
a whirlwind today, and there will be informa-
tion buzzing around asking you to do this and 
go there. You’re the one most perfectly suited 

to deal with the tone of  the day. Stay lively and upbeat. 
Don’t get stuck on any one thing. Keep the energy mov-
ing. The answer will be right there waiting for you.

Today’s ASTRO-PREDICTION

B
ehold Shalmaneser III. The 
neo-Assyrian ruler lords it over 
everyone else on the Black Obelisk 
made in 825 BCE in his honour, 
now in the British Museum. 

Two servants or slaves attend him, each 
holding items for his convenience, with a 
parasol extended over him. Shalmaneser is 
not comparably encumbered. He surveys 
advancing lines of  men from defeated 
nations who bear tribute, on their heads, on 
their backs, in their hands. He holds a small 
and probably ceremonial vessel in one hand, 
with the other resting on the hilt of  his sword 
– his hands and implements designate his 
superiority over the laden. In ancient art, 
these obviously different manual postures 
were standard. In the tomb of  the Egyptian 
official Nebamun, a wall painting shows him 
seated, holding symbols of  his office, while 
servants or slaves present livestock. One man 
holds a basket of  fowls, another a goad to 
herd oxen. Their hands work. Nebamun’s 
hands are free, showing his station above 
manual labour.

Whatever the finer social distinctions in 
pre-industrial societies, the main one divided 
those who worked with their hands from 
those who did not – ever. Anything hand-held 
made the bearer’s status clear. Egyptian rulers 
went into the afterlife clutching the flail and 
sceptre they had borne in real life. Sceptres 
and orbs would continue to represent earthly 
rule. Swords advertised military might. Books 
stood for the word of  God and the ability to 
interpret it. Keys represented access to real or 
unearthly realms. These were things worth 
holding precisely because they symbolised 
freedom from quotidian effort, to which the 
vast majority were consigned. And yet the 
hand-held device is now the great equaliser. 
The squillionaire clutches the iPhone 6, but so 
might the underpaid worker who assembled 
it in semi-gulag conditions somewhere. The 
development of  the hand-held’s marvellously 
tiny technology is interesting, of  course. 
But our shared willingness to fill our hands 
openly and daily with these devices is the 
more important historical transformation.

These days, technology tends to mean 
high-tech, specifically electronic gadgets. In 
fact, technology is anything that humans have 
crafted to maintain or enhance life, from the 
plow to the selfie stick. The device on which 
you’re reading this essay is technology, but so 
is whatever you’re wearing.

For most of  history, human labour was 
a technology substitute, with humans the 
instruments of  other humans, their hands 
not really their own. The Oxford English 
Dictionary (OED), which notes the earliest 
known uses of  words, lists many pre-1150 CE 
Old English instances when ‘hand’ was added 
to an object’s name to indicate its handiness: 
‘hand-axe’, ‘handbell’, ‘handbook’, 
‘handcloth’, all preceded by the early Old 
English ‘handle’. But also quite old are the 
revealing ‘handmaid’ (c1300), ‘handmaiden’ 
(c1350), ‘handwoman’ and ‘handservant’ 
(both 1382). It was mostly women who were 
to lend their hands. ‘Handman’ came into 
English usage nearly two centuries (1496) 
after ‘handmaid’.

This status difference – working with 
one’s hands versus not – governed Western 
culture into the 20th century. If  the society 
allowed it, anyone who could afford to do so 
owned slaves or kept servants to hand them 
things rather than pick them up themselves, 
let alone carry them – or (almost unthinkable) 
actually use them. Hence the multiple waiting 
persons and gofers who survived even into 
the 20th century: the valet with the silver-
backed hairbrushes, the lady’s companion 
with the smelling salts, the nanny with the 
travelling rug. If  you were anyone at all, you 
avoided touching the hands of  people who 
handled everyday things. Surviving traces of  
that preference include the small, adorable, 
cushion-carrying ring-bearer at a certain kind 
of  wedding, and the small, convenient tray on 
which cash payment and change are placed 
in certain kinds of  shops – high-end in the 
United States, but also just supermarkets in 
Italy.

Even skilled labour was debased, along 
with its technical equipment, including some 
ancestors of  hand-held GPS. Navigational 
instruments, for instance, belonged to the 
least respected of  pre-modern working men: 
sailors, the desperados so unemployable on 
land that they had to go to sea. Only over 
time would portraits said to be of  Christopher 
Columbus (none done from life) include the 
tools of  his trade. The earliest, by Sebastiano 
del Piombo in 1519, shows the subject with 
the beautifully idle, uncalloused hands 
of  a gentleman. Only much later would 
subsequent paintings fill Columbus’ hands 
with plumb lines, charts and astrolabes, which 
he had surely handled before his promotion 
to captain and admiral. But it would not be 
respectable for an officer to brag about that 
until the late-18th century, at the earliest, 
because to do so would have weakened his 
ranking superiority over ordinary sailors, the 
working men who used their hands all the 
time.

So though most of  human history is the 
history of  technology, the hand-held device 
occupies but a small place within it. Objects 
habitually clasped in a hand were rare, not 
least because most artificial things exceeded 
the size of  a hand or were otherwise heavy 
and awkward. An astrolabe was only just 
hand-held. Backstaffs, sextants and octants 
– essential navigational technology from the 
16th through 18th centuries – were big and 
awkward. They were stowed away when not 
needed. Mechanical clocks were even bigger, 
with works the size of  a small room in the 
case of  turret clocks, the kind of  mechanical 
clock that most people in the Middle Ages 
were likely to consult.

Then the clockwork shrank. By the late 
1400s, a rich person could hang a clock on a 
wall or sit it atop a table for all to admire. By 
the 1500s, someone with means could hold a 
timepiece in their hand, though the smaller 
pocket-watches, available from the late 1600s 
onward, were usually put into pockets and 
sometimes also pinned or clipped to clothing. 
These were not hand-held devices but status 
jewellery on which the ‘hand’ in question was 
the one that pointed to the hour on the clock 
face. Minute hands weren’t standard-issue 
until the 18th century. Even then, watches 
were so unreliable as to make a minute hand 
superfluous.

It didn’t help that science and technology 
were not things that respectable people 
did. Because they were in fact pursued by 
the low-born – however clever they were, 
however arcane their knowledge – those skills 
were associated with hand-held drudgery. 
‘Computers’ used to be humans, for example. 
By the early 19th century, they would be 
women, the numerate handmaidens regarded 
as docile yet trainable beings who could 
patiently tot up numbers, for hours on end, as 
they did for astronomical calculations.

There things would have remained, with 
technical expertise and manual know-how 
mere dreary drudgery, the domain (like 
kitchen work) of  women and girls – but for 
war. Just as Shalmaneser III’s ancient hand 
atop his ancient sword hinted that military 
equipment was exempt from the prejudice 
against hand tools, so would war dignify 
technical instrumentation. Military need 
would transform technical know-how and 
its manual operations into respectable and 
manly endeavours.

Long before the US Defense Advanced 
Research Projects Agency (DARPA) 
developed high-tech destined to trickle 
down to civilians, British and French 
naval authorities did it by encouraging the 
development of  chronometers, portable 
timepieces able to cope with turbulence at sea. 
John Harrison’s celebrated prototype H-1 was 
the size of  a large mantelpiece clock, but his 
sea-tested H-5 was more like an overgrown 
pocket watch. In his portrait by Thomas King 
of  c1767, Harrison holds H-5 triumphantly in 
his right hand.

From naval specialty items, timepieces 
became consumer goods, and thus the first 
widely owned hand-held devices. Here 
I propose Chaplin’s Law: every eventual 
hand-held device has shrunk from an earlier 
portable incarnation, one that had to be 
borne by two hands, if  not an arm or two 
flung companionably round it. As with 
the accurate watch, descended from bigger 
clocks, so with cameras, radios, telephones, 
computers, TV systems and pinball machines 
(the original game consoles). All of  them 
underwent the H-1 to H-5 shrinkage, from 
portable-by-embrace to palm-sized or 
smaller, yet never so small as to sacrifice the 
ability of  the human eye to see the artificial 
‘hand’ or other indicator. War did it first. And 

war would continue to generate fantasies 
of  hand-held power. During the American 
Revolution, Benjamin Franklin, US diplomat 
in France and man of  science (but known to 
have been an artisan who had worked with 
his hands), was rumoured to have ‘invented a 
machine of  the size of  a toothpick case… that 
would reduce St Paul’s to a handful of  ashes’.

Holding things, even when a person was 
willing to do it, might require artificial 
hands – pockets – or else extensions of 
hands: cases

The timepiece was hand-held technology’s 
first triumph. At last, by the early 19th 
century, practicality defeated snobbery. 
Industrialisation demanded it: steam power 
made transportation run to the minute, as 
it did to work in factories, with everyone 
subordinated to clock-time. Engineering and 
science gained in prestige. Even the well-
born and well-off  carried watches. In Jules 
Verne’s novel Around the World in 80 Days 
(1872), the carelessly rich circumnavigating 
hero, Phileas Fogg, carries only two personal 
items, a railway timetable and a pocket 
watch – the pair go together. Of course, 
Fogg only sometimes handles his watch in 
order to consult it, otherwise consigning it 
to his pocket. His valet, Passepartout, totes 
everything else (including Fogg’s passport 
and cash) in a ‘sac de nuit’ or overnight case.

So holding things, even when a person 
was willing to do it, might require artificial 
hands – pockets – or else extensions of  hands: 
cases. Pockets and cases both solved the 
problem of  visibly clutching materials, like a 
yokel with a sack of  fruit. Many early pockets 
were external pouches that attached to belts 
or other clothing. (When ‘Lucy Locket’ 
loses her ‘pocket’ in the nursery rhyme, she 
has mislaid part of  her attire, not torn it off.) 
In the 18th century, women’s pockets were 
almost always detachable, and easily hidden 
in the hip-enhancing styles of  the time. When 
dresses began to cling to the hips at the turn 
of  the 19th century, many women switched 
to reticules, hand-held or wrist-borne bags. 
Even the noblewomen in Leo Tolstoy’s War 
and Peace (1869) carry reticules. But not the 
noblemen. By the Victorian era, however, 
men’s clothing incorporated far more 
pockets than women’s. A man could conceal 
extensive paraphernalia in his multiple 
pockets (trousers, vest, coat, overcoat) but a 
woman revealed much about her portables 
in the size and configuration of  her handbag. 
She was her own handmaid, whereas men 
had hidden, sewn-in handservants.

Like women’s handbags, hand-borne 
cases carried without concealing much. 
Coverings that conformed to the dimensions 
of  hand-held instruments had existed since 
ancient times, as with Egyptians’ portable 
cosmetics cases, still rather stylish. Musical 
and scientific instruments likewise had 
special cases, as did weapons; the French 
word étui described small versions made of  
precious materials. From them descended 
rigid cases for opera and field glasses (but also 
ordinary eyeglasses), vanity cases, cigarette 
cases, and all manner of  framed pocketbooks 
and traveling portmanteaux. The smaller and 
more expensive these were, the more likely 
that even someone with servants might hold 
one him or herself.

But however elegant their design, many 
such articles remained faintly ridiculous, for 
the reason that anyone encumbered with 
one looked rather workaday. Thus the risible 
container in which the title character of  Oscar 
Wilde’s Importance of  Being Earnest (1895) 
is, as a baby, mislaid at London’s Victoria 
railway station: not a dignified satchel, but 
‘an ordinary handbag’, a contemptible article 
‘whether it have handles or not’.

The wrist offered another extension of  
the hand, as Tolstoy’s reticuled ladies knew. 
‘Bracelet watches’ were an alternative to 
pocketwatches, though initially regarded 
as undignified, odd, effeminate. Again, 
war changed things. Demand for no-hands 
precision in the Boer War (1899-1902) and 
then the First World War (1914-1918), when 
using effort – and time – to fetch a watch 
from a pocket could be fatally inefficient, 
rechristened the delicate bracelet watch as 
the manly ‘trench watch’. Thus the world 
acquired the ‘wristwatch’, a hit. Though by 
definition not hand-held, the wrist-watch 
prefigured some distinguishing features 
of  our current devices. It was in constant 
contact with the body; its backside and band 
easily accumulated as much sweat and dirt 
as the face of  your smartphone. And self-
winding watches, with clockwork rather than 
oscillating crystals to drive their innards, need 
the human body to function – you move, your 

watch gets ‘wound’, and therefore it measures 
time. By becoming the servant of  your device, 
you gain knowledge of  the world beyond it, 
and beyond you.

But lest a watch seem too serviceable, 
it could (and can) be stunningly expensive. 
Any timepiece offered a space for consumer 
branding and status statement. Both Phileas 
Fogg and Passpartout carry pocketwatches, 
but the valet’s device is comically enormous 
in an era when mechanical shrinkage was 
signifying consumer expense. Following on 
from pocketwatches, the wristwatch came 
in simple and fancy versions, all the better 
to advertise status. The elegantly rectangular 
Cartier ‘tank’ might have been invented in 
patriotic reference to grimy battle, but it was 
after all a Cartier and priced accordingly. It 
was a body-borne signal of  buying power, as 
is currently true of  a selection from the high-
end of  the Apple Watch range.

Wristwatches set a pattern for all 
subsequent hand-held technology: one part 
yearning for the cutely small contrivance, one 
part borrowing from the boys in uniform, two 
new cultural preferences that shouldered aside 
the prejudice against holding your own stuff. 
The result has been a historically distinctive 
expectation among modern consumers: we 
too should have portable, accurate, high-tech 
accessories, ones so wonderful that we cannot 
wait to get our hands on them.

And thus the generation of  the term 
‘hand-held’. The OED notes its first 
occurrence in 1891, in England, recording 
enthusiasm for a new consumer good: the 
‘hand-held camera’. That device, on demand, 
made images of  what you were seeing. It 
could at last do so without bulky equipment 
and fraught manipulation of  chemicals and 
glass plates, though it probably helped that 
photography, in its earlier incarnation, had 
been an expensive, therefore desirable hobby. 
Various entrepreneurs had developed ‘films’ 
treated with chemical emulsions that would 
take the image. As the films got smaller, 
so did the cameras. After 1888, hobby 
photographers could buy Kodaks, small box-
cameras preloaded with film. Shutterbugs 
could send a used camera to Eastman-Kodak, 
which returned the developed photographs 
and another preloaded device: ‘You press the 
button, we do the rest’ was the company’s 
perfectly hand-held slogan. By the 1960s, 
inexpensive versions were about the size 
they tend to be today, slightly bigger than a 
cigarette case.

The 1923 release of  the 16-millimetre 
Cine-Kodak made hand-held movie cameras 
available to consumers for the first time. 
These devices – eventually produced by a 
great many international competitors – were 
subsequently modified to produce film in 
colour and with sound. Recording daily 
events became a matter of  raising a camera 
to an eye and pushing a button. And so it 
was a private citizen-consumer, Abraham 
Zapruder, who, on 22 November 1963, armed 
with a hand-held 8-millimetre Bell & Howell 
movie camera, generated what is still the best 
record of  the assassination of  President John 
F Kennedy.

Hand-held sound was designed for  
the male iconoclast
The development of  wireless communications 
and miniature electronics would shrink all 
hand-held technology, including cameras, 
further and faster. In 1899, one entrepreneur 
had predicted that there could be a ‘little 
instrument that one can almost carry in the 
pocket’ for sound transmission. Nikola Tesla 
more confidently predicted ‘a cheap and 
simple device, which might be carried in one’s 
pocket’. (Some early wireless communicators 
were even snuggled into pocket-watch cases.) 
The first ‘shirt-pocket’ radio, the Belmont 
Boulevard, released in 1945, used mini-
components developed for hearing aids and 
weaponry. The transistor (invented in 1947, 
it switches an electronic signal’s direction or 
force) had its first commercial application 
with a radio that Texas Instruments released 
for Christmas in 1954. Given the solitary 
nature of  the small sound machine, how apt 
that the top US single for December 1954 was 
the Chordettes’ sleepily forlorn Mr Sandman:

Sandman, I’m so alone
Don’t have nobody to call my own
Please turn on your magic beam
Mr Sandman, bring me a dream.

That woman’s plea, to a man with a magic 
beam, matched the era’s state of  hand-held 
technology, still offered primarily to men. 
Transistor radios marketed as ‘shirt-pocket’ 
size were by definition radios intended for 
men, and increasingly young men who 

preferred rock music. Hand-held sound was 
designed for the male iconoclast. He did not 
have to put his radio in a handbag; he could 
slide it into handy niches in his shirt, moto 
jacket, or – above all – jeans.

In 1967, hoping to build consumer 
demand for products with microchips, the 
busy wizards at Texas Instruments released 
a cheap, small calculating device, the Cal-
Tech, the first hand-held calculator. It 
liberated the calculating handmaidens. The 
vacuum-tube powered business machines 
that had begun to replace the toiling human 
‘computers’ in the mid-20th century were 
just barely portable and cost about as much 
as a car. The other option, the slide rule, was 
hand-held (and inexpensive) but with a steep 
learning curve. Yet to do arithmetic with an 
electronic calculator, and even some forms 
of  mathematics, was now a dumb, passive 
process. And with the aid of  batteries, a 
person could do it on the move, for instance 
finishing homework or an office presentation 
while on the bus. Mainframe computers were 
still room-sized, but civilians had got their 
first taste of  highly portable (semi-)artificial 
intelligence.

On it goes, with multiple functions 
miniaturised and adapted to wireless 
technology. Smushed within it, your device 
holds several diminished bits of  history: 
clock, positioning system, camera, audio 
works, televisual display, phone, artificial 
intelligence, game console, all in one case, 
one that slips into a pocket of  your jeans, 
now that you and everyone else can wear 
jeans pretty much every day. But the really 
interesting historical development is that 
you hold your device in your hand, proudly, 
for all to see. Rather than most of  us being 
minions who work with our hands, we hold 
the equivalents of  those efforts in our hands. 
There is no stigma; we are equals.

Consider James Bond. In the recent 
films, he wields a smartphone. In Tomorrow 
Never Dies (1997), Pierce Brosnan uses one 
to summon and pilot a BMW 750iL. Quite 
amusing, but in earlier films, Bond (meaning 
Sean Connery) was conspicuously served by 
human servants. That’s what Moneypenny 
and ‘Q’ were. To British viewers, it was obvious 
that Commander Bond (of  the chronometer-
developing Royal Navy) outranked them, 
socially and professionally. They toiled 
behind the scenes so he could show up in 
some glittering locale, encumbered at most 
by an attaché case and concealed weapon, 
hands free to adjust his tie, hoist a martini 
glass, grope the girl. Now he has his hands 
full with his bloody phone.

After all, if  you have to carry its dead 
weight around, maybe you are your device’s 
servant. Among the interesting details that 
emerged during the investigation of  former 
Secretary of  State Hillary Clinton’s use of  
email was that she and her husband, the 
former President Bill Clinton, communicated 
via their assistants’ personal devices. In at 
least one case, President Clinton made the 
call to his wife on his assistant’s phone. He 
is bucking the trend in which we break our 
necks to get, cherish and use our very own 
hand-held devices.

Clinton and Obama reaffirm a prejudice 
against the powerful carrying their own 
stuff. Squillionaires, take note
Maybe presidents don’t do that. Barack 
Obama doesn’t. Until 2011, he had Reggie 
Love, his ‘body man’, handle everything for 
him, meaning handle every thing for him. 
Obama called him ‘iReggie’ because the man 
was the equivalent of  an iPad/iPod/ iPhone. 
Then there is the fabled ‘nuclear football’ – 
officially ‘the president’s emergency satchel’ 
– the briefcase containing the code and 
instructions with which a US president could 
launch an atomic attack. It is indeed hand-
held. But an aide, not the president, carries 
the ‘magic beam’, the one that would ‘reduce 
St Paul’s [or wherever] to a handful of  ashes’.

Knowingly or not, Clinton and Obama 
are reaffirming a prejudice, one even 
more ancient than Shalmaneser, against 
the powerful carrying their own stuff. 
Squillionaires, take note. This could be 
an alternative to the current arms race of  
acquiring ever-smaller gadgetry. Moore’s law 
predicts that the number of  transistors in an 
integrated circuit will double roughly every 
two years, but it’s not clear that the necessary 
technical shrinkage can continue indefinitely. 
What good is carrying a status symbol if  it’s 
so small no one can see it?

Moore’s law might not hold up, but 
Chaplin’s Law will. So which of  the now 
barely portable devices will soon become 
hand-held? Or maybe the covetable devices 
of  the future will resemble jewellery or étui, 
made of  ebony and platinum, pearls and 
sharkskin? Or maybe – global employment 
rates depending – personal minions will 
become standard issue for the Shalmanesers 
of  these latter days? Yet again, the powerful 
would never hold anything useful. No, they 
have people to do that for them.

For centuries, 
the powerful 
would never hold 
anything useful for 
themselves. How 
did devices become 
universal luxuries?

The hand-held’s tale



8 NATION
EastErn Mirror  |  Dimapur, Tuesday, November 7, 2017

NEWS IN BRIEF
Pawar could be PM in 2019,  
says Praful Patel
Raigad (Maharashtra), Nov. 6 (IANS): Nationalist 
Congress Party (NCP) leader Praful Patel on Monday 
said party supremo Sharad Pawar could be the Prime 
Minister after the 2019 elections. “2019 will be the year 
of NCP and Sharad Pawar. Given the current changing 
political situation, his (Pawar’s) cherished desire may be 
fulfilled. He could become the PM,” Patel said, addressing 
the party’s two-day brainstorming session at Karjat here 
on Monday afternoon. The former union Minister said 
that Pawar has the capability to lead the country and NCP 
workers should work hard towards this aim. “Pawar’s is an 
influential name in the country’s politics and commands 
respect all over.. Even the PM listens to him in the 
Parliament,” Patel pointed out.

Army jawan killed in encounter 
with militants in Pulwama
Srinagar, Nov. 6 (PTI): An Army jawan was killed during 
an encounter that broke out between militants and security 
forces in Pulwama district of Jammu and Kashmir today, 
police said. A civilian suffered injuries in the crossfire, a 
police spokesman said. Security forces launched a cordon-
and-search operation in the Kandi belt of  Aglar area in 
Pulwama district in south Kashmir following information 
about the presence of some militants, the spokesman said.
 

Journo accidentally shot in Bihar
Bhabhua (Bihar), Nov. 6 (PTI): A journalist of  a news 
agency was today hit by a bullet during firing between 
two gangs at Purani chowk in Kaimur district, police said.
The scribe received bullet injuries on his throat after being 
accidentally hit by the bullet, Town police station SHO 
Rakesh Kumar said, adding, he was out of danger.
The injured journalist was first taken to sadar hospital 
from where he was referred to a trauma centre at Varanasi, 
the SHO said.

India seeks UK cooperation in 
Mallya, Lalit Modi extradition
New Delhi, Nov. 6 (PTI): India today sought cooperation 
from Britain for extradition of  13 fugitives, including 
Vijay Mallya and Lalit Modi, and asked it to not allow its 
territory to be used by Kashmiri and Khalistani separatists, 
officials said. These issues were strongly raised by Minister 
of  State for Home Kiren Rijiju with British Minister of  
State for Immigration Brandon Lewis at a bilateral meeting 
here. Rijiju has pressed for cooperation from Britain in 
extradition of 13 individuals, including liquor barron Vijay 
Mallya, former IPL honcho Lalit Modi and cricket bookie 
Sanjiv Kapur, a home ministry official said. India also 
sought legal assistance in prosecution of 16 other alleged 
criminals. 

Man gets fake Rs 2,000 note  
at Delhi ATM
New Delhi, Nov. 6 (IANS): A Delhi resident on Monday 
complained to police after he got a forged currency note 
of  Rs 2,000, one half  of  which is an original note and 
the other half  plain paper, from a south Delhi ATM. 
Mohammad Shadab, a resident of  Shaheen Bagh area, 
went to withdraw money from an ATM of DCB Bank 
at the Jamia Nagar area around 11.55 a.m. After Shadab 
withdrew Rs 10,000, he found the forged note in the 
money, a senior police officer said. Shadab, who holds 
an account in Yes Bank’s Jasola branch, told IANS: “I 
immediately complained to the customer care executive 
concerned regarding the forged note. As I was not satisfied 
with his replies, I called up the Police Control Room.” 

Cong flays Modi for “zero 
action” against black money

Linking of mobile with 
Aadhaar: SC to hear 
matter on Nov. 13

Accused in RTI activist’s murder, BJP MP surrenders

SC to examine CBI’s documents against Karti Chidambaram

HC seeks govt’s stand on plea to 
ban use of Prez, PM’s photo

Demonetisation may increase economic inequalities — Manmohan Singh

Autonomy only solution to JK dispute — Farooq Abdullah

PM meets ailing DMK pres.
‘NDPP will continue to raise 
issues of public interest’
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New Delhi, Nov. 6 (PTI): The Con-
gress today accused Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi of  “betraying” peo-
ple with “zero action” against black 
money stashed abroad and demanded 
resignation of Union minister Jayant 
Sinha and BJP MP R K Sinha after 
their names figured in the ‘Paradise 
Papers’.

Congress’ communications in-
charge Randeep Surjewala asked the 
prime minister whether he would take 
action against Sinha and make public 
the names of all those people who hold 
black money accounts abroad.

“Will the prime minister show 
courage of  conviction to hand over 
this entire information to the bench of  
the Supreme Court looking at action 
against Black Money holders? Will the 
‘Compromised Bureau of  Investiga-
tion’ (CBI) and ‘Enmity Directorate’ 
(ED) take action by booking them and 
conduct raids on them?,” he asked.

Surjewala said Sinha, after his 
name appeared in the ‘Paradise Papers’ 
on financial holdings abroad, has no 
right to be in the government even for 
a single day and should immediately 
resign.

He also said the Congress has 
already demanded that all four union 
ministers who are directors of  ‘India 
Foundation’ run by National Security 
Advisor Ajit Doval’s son should resign 
over “conflict of interest”.

“PM Modi has betrayed the people 
of India with zero action against black 
money stashed by Indians abroad and 

corruption. No FIR has been registered 
in the ‘Panama Papers’ expose and now 
714 Indian links of the Paradise Papers 
have revealed new tax havens,” he said.

The Congress leader said the Modi 
government should order an investiga-
tion into the Paradise Papers and no 
guilty should be spared.

He said Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi s “so-called fight” against black 
money and corruption remains “com-
plete flop”, as he had promised to bring 
back Rs 80 lakh crore during his first 
100 days in office and deposit Rs 15 
Lakh in bank accounts of Indians.

“Fortyone months thereafter, 
Narendra Modi has backstabbed the 
people. Modi government has not 
taken any action against black money 
holders abroad,” he said.

“Did prime minister Modi unleash 
the demon of demonetisation on the 
people of India as a diversionary tactic 
to save these people?”.

The Congress leader asked when 
will the government initiate action 
against BJP leaders named in Panama 
Papers.

These include Abhishek Singh, the 
son of  Chhattisgarh Chief  Minister 
Raman Singh, Shishir Bajoria from 
West Bengal (Chairman of IIM, Shil-
long) and Anurag Kejriwal - both hav-
ing links with BJP and named in the 
Panama Papers, he alleged.

He also alleged that a US company 
D.Light Design with a subsidiary of  
the same name in offshore tax haven 
of Cayman Island which raised a loan 

of USD 3 Million which has Sinha as 
a signatory and a director.

“Jayant Sinha concealed this infor-
mation of being a director of ‘D.Light 
Design’ in his declaration to the Elec-
tion Commission as also to the Lok 
Sabha Secretariat and the PMO”.

Jayant Sinha refuses to quantify or 
disclose his interest in the profit invest-
ments made by Omidyar Network 
either in D.Light Design or in other 
corporate entities including whether 
any part of  such investments was in 
an entity based in or connected to a 
offshore tax haven, he said.

Surjewala said another expose has 
already revealed that Jayant Sinha is a 
director of India Foundation as MoS 
Civil Aviation, with major civil aviation 
companies including Boeing sponsor-
ing various events of the foundation.

“Does it not compromise the posi-
tion of Jayant Sinha as MoS? Does it 
not tantamount to conflict of interest? 
Is the non-disclosure of  all informa-
tion in affidavit before Election Com-
mission not an electoral offence?” he 
asked.

Sinha has, however, rejected all the 
allegations.

“It is crucial to note that these 
transactions were done for D.Light as 
an Omidyar representative, and not for 
any personal purpose,” he tweeted. 

Sinha, former venture capitalist, 
also said all these transactions have 
been fully disclosed to relevant au-
thorities through all necessary filings 
as required.

New Delhi, Nov. 6 (PTI): 
The Supreme Court today 
said it would hear next week 
a plea challenging the De-
partment of Telecommuni-
cation (DOT’s) notification 
on mandatory linking of  
mobile numbers with Aad-
haar.

The matter came up 
for hearing before a bench 
of  Justices A K Sikri and 
Ashok Bhushan and the 
counsel appearing for the 
petitioner sought adjourn-
ment on the ground that 
senior lawyer K T S Tulsi, 
who would argue the case, 
was not available. The mat-
ter was then fixed for hearing 
on November 13.

The fresh plea has been 
filed by Tehseen Poonawala 
seeking direction to quash 
the DoT notification of  
March 23 and hold it as 
“unconstitutional” and “null 
and void”.

It has also sought direc-
tion to the telecom operators 
to prevent them from imple-
menting this notification and 
destroy the data already col-
lected from the customers.

Recently, a bench head-
ed by Chief  Justice Dipak 
Misra had said that a con-
stitution bench would be 
set up and Aadhaar related 

petitions would come up for 
hearing before it in the last 
week of November.

Several petitions chal-
lenging the Centre’s move to 
make Aadhaar card manda-
tory for availing various serv-
ices and benefits of welfare 
schemes have been filed in 
the apex court.

The Centre had on Octo-
ber 25 told the top court that 
the deadline for mandatory 
linking of  Aadhaar to re-
ceive benefits of government 
schemes has been extended 
till March 31, 2018 for those 
who do not have the 12-digit 
unique biometric identifica-
tion number and were will-
ing to enroll for it.

The apex court had on 
February 6 this year asked 
the Centre to put in place 
within a year an effective 
mechanism to scrutinise the 
details of  identity of  over 
100 crore existing and future 
mobile telephone consum-
ers. 

The court had suggested 
that the existing pre-paid 
mobile users, who are 90 
per cent of the total mobile 
users, may be asked to give 
identity details at the time 
of  re-charge as done while 
giving him or her a fresh 
SIM card.

“The intention of  the NDPP is to do good. 
We have nothing to hide and we have no 
hidden agenda,” Metha said. What we 

see in Nagaland today does not need elaboration, 
he asserted, pointing out that simple requirements 
of  the people were not being delivered by the gov-
ernment. 

“We all know that it does not require rocket sci-
ence to bring development and good governance. We 
need good leaders who have integrity, honesty and 
who are committed to the people,” Metha stated.

“In the midst of  political confusion, in the midst 
of  lack of  direction, in the middle of  a situation 
where there is no hope, we have decided to provide 
an alternative for hope and clarity of  vision,” he said 
while talking about the decision to form the party. 

He admitted that it will be a tough journey to 
take forward the aspirations of  the people, reflect 
their voices and do good and that the party will defi-
nitely face criticisms, but he assured that the party 
was prepared to face the challenges in the greater 
interest of  the people. 

Stating that the doors of  the NDPP were open 
to all sections of  the people, he called upon all who 
were committed to and were willing to work for 
Nagaland and the future generations to step for-
ward and partner with the party, to be stakeholders 
in a party that does not follow a culture of  high-
command.

“Leaders seem to be disconnected with the 
masses. They don’t reflect the feelings and the pulse 
of  the general citizens. We have to change that,” 
Metha stated. He said the NDPP advocates creating 
a society that thrives on meritocracy. 

He also made a clarion call to the youth to step 
forward and become stakeholders, contributors and 
participants of  the NDPP, which, he maintained, 
should not only be a political party but also a peo-
ple’s movement. Only then it will achieve success, 
he added.

“Let us not be confused or distracted by what is 
happening with others. Let us make our own road-
map and let us try to bring change in Nagaland,” 
Metha said.

He also stated that the NDPP’s approach to 
development and its working system was different 
from others, as it was a party which is regional in 
spirit, national in outlook and aspires to act in ac-
cordance with global issues and concerns. 

Towards this end, he said the party has set up 
committees on various spheres of  life ranging from 
environment issues to inter-tribe relations, students, 
agriculture, youth empowerment, promotion of  
culture, economics and commerce and so on. He 
told party workers to also identify educated people, 
specialists and professionals to come forward and be 
part of  these committees, contribute towards policy 
making and towards good governance.

Ahmedabad, Nov. 6 (IANS): Gu-
jarat BJP MP Dinubhai Boghabhai 
Solanki surrendered on Monday at a 
special CBI jail here on the Supreme 
Courts order after he was accused 
by the father of  slain RTI activist 
Amit Jethwa of involvement in his 
son’s murder.

Solanki had been ordered by the 
apex court to surrender immediately 
to the authorities in the case filed by 
Bhikhubhai Jethwa in the Gujarat 
High Court alleging Solanki was 
behind the murder of his son Amit 
Jethwa, an environmenta and RTI 
activist.

Dinu Solanki had been evad-
ing arrest for a while after the apex 
court order, but on Monday he sur-
rendered. 

On October 30, the Supreme 
Court had ordered cancellation of  
Solanki’s bail application, until the 
examination of eight key witnesses 
had taken place. Out of  the total 
195 witnesses in the case, 105 had 
turned hostile.

Amit Jethwa, an RTI activist, 
was shot dead on July 20, 2010 
right in front of  the Ahmedabad 
High Court. 

Frustrated by the lackadaisical 

approach by the police in investigat-
ing his son’s murder, Bhikhubhai 
Jethwa had approached the Gujarat 
High Court in 2010 asking the 
case to be transferred to the CBI. 
The court observed that the inves-
tigation has been perfunctory and 
biased only to protect Solanki and 
transferred the case to the CBI in 
October 2012. 

The CBI completed its inves-
tigation and arrested Solanki on 
November 5, 2013. On February 24, 
2014 the Supreme Court rejected a 
special leave petition by Solanki but 
granted him interim bail.

New Delhi, Nov. 6 (IANS): The 
Supreme Court on Monday said 
it will examine confidential docu-
ments submitted in sealed cover by 
the CBI on its probe against Karti 
Chidambaram, son of former Un-
ion Minister P Chidambaram, in a 
matter relating to alleged irregulari-
ties in FIPB clearance to INX Media 
in 2007.

A bench of Chief Justice Dipak 
Misra, Justice A.M. Khanwilkar 

and Justice D.Y. Chandrachud 
asked Additional Solicitor General 
Tushar Mehta, appearing for the 
Central Bureau of  Investigation 
(CBI), to place the documents before 
the court on November 9.

The bench’s order came after 
Mehta said it will be travesty of  
justice if the court does not see the 
papers and form an opinion.

Karti Chidambram is facing a 
probe for his alleged role in facili-

tating the 2007 Foreign Investment 
Promotion Board (FIPB) clear-
ance for INX Media Ltd when 
his father was the Union Finance 
Minister.

On October 11, the apex court 
had said that it would decide wheth-
er the documents submitted by the 
CBI in a sealed cover could be relied 
upon in deciding the validity of the 
lookout circular issued against Karti 
Chidambaram.

New Delhi, Nov. 6 (PTI): The 
Delhi High Court today sought 
the response of the Centre on a 
plea to ban the use of photos of  
persons holding constitutional 
posts, including the President 
and the Prime Minister, in private 
advertisements.

A bench of  Acting Chief  
Justice Gita Mittal and Justice C 
Hari Shankar also issued notice 
to the Press Council of India, a 
statutory body that governs the 
conduct of the print media, on a 
plea which also sought evolving 
of  guidelines for private adver-
tisers.

Taking note of  the petition 
filed by Delhi resident Ajay Gau-
tam, the bench directed central 
government standing counsel 
Anil Soni to place before it the 
policy in this regard.

The counsel said the govern-
ment was taking cognisance of  
the issues and appropriate steps 
will be taken.

The court fixed the matter for 
February 19 next year and said 

the government should place its 
stand then.

Citing various newspaper 
advertisements of private compa-
nies, Gautam in his plea said the 
use of pictures of the President, 
the Prime Minister, Governors 
and Chief Ministers in classified 
ads misguided the public at large.

“A common man falls prey 
and becomes victim of  such 
advertisements which carry 
messages and photographs of  
persons holding constitutional 
posts...

“... such advertisements 
claim support of  the persons 
holding constitutional posts. In 
this manner, lakhs and crores of  
citizens are exploited by such ads 
which depict messages and pho-
tos of the persons holding con-
stitutional posts,” the plea said. 

While arraying a daily na-
tional as party to the petition, the 
plea alleged that the newspapers 
or broadcast agencies have of-
fended the standards of journal-
istic ethics.

New Delhi, Nov. 6 (IANS): 
Former Prime Minister Manmo-
han Singh has called demonetisa-
tion a “catastrophic economic poli-
cy” that may aggravate inequalities 
and prove to be a “far greater social 
malaise” in a diverse country like 
India, and asked Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi to accept the 
“blunder” and work towards a 
consensus to rebuild the economy.

“Demonetisation has proved to 
be a catastrophic economic policy. 
The damage it has caused has been 
multiple fold - economic, social, 
reputational and institutional. 
Slowing GDP is merely one indi-
cator of the economic damage. Its 
impact on the weaker sections of  
our society and business is far more 
damaging than any economic indi-
cator can reveal,” he told bloomb-
ergquint.com.

The former Prime Minister 
expressed his concern regarding 
the loss of  jobs in the small and 
medium enterprises sector follow-
ing the government’s November 8, 
2016 demonetisation decision. He 
also emphasised the exacerbating 
impact that it may have on eco-
nomic inequality.

“One immediate manifestation 
of the damage has been on jobs. 
Three-quarters of non-agriculture 
employment in our country is in 
the small and medium enterprises 
sector. This sector has been hit the 
hardest due to demonetisation. 
Therefore, jobs have been lost and 
new jobs are not being created.

“I also worry about the longer 
term impact of  demonetisation. 
Headline GDP may well start to 
show an improvement after the 
recent lows. But rising inequality 

has been a constant threat to our 
nature of economic development. 
Demonetisation may exacerbate 
such inequalities which can be 
harder to rectify in the future. In 
such a diverse country such as ours, 
inequality can prove to be a far 
greater social malaise than in other 
homogeneous nations.”

Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi, while announcing the deci-
sion on the night of November 8 
last year, said his government was 
spiking 1,000 and 500 rupee notes 
to curb black money, corruption, 
counterfiet currency and terror 
funding. 

He claimed later that the move 
was aimed at reducing cash-based 
transactions and nudge the econo-
my towards digital payments.

Manmohan Singh, a noted 
economist, said while these objec-

tives were “laudable pursuits”, he 
emphasized that the government 
needed to “get our economic pri-
orities right”.

“It is unclear that these goals of  
cashless economy will indeed help 
small enterprises become larger 
and achieve scale efficiencies. That 
should be our priority.”

Manmohan Singh was among 
the first to predict that demonetisa-
tion may lead to decline in India’s 
GDP growth and loss of  jobs. 
Asked if  he felt vindicated about 
the warnings he had sounded, he 
said it was not about vindication.

“I strongly feel the time for 
politicking over demonetisation is 
over. It is time the Prime Minister 
graciously acknowledges the blun-
der and seeks support from all to 
rebuild our economy. There come 
certain moments in a democracy’s 

history when economics should 
take precedence over politics.

“It is one such moment now 
in India. We must put the nation 
above all politics and strive to 
seek solutions to our challenges 
of jobless and unequal economic 
growth. These are massive chal-
lenges that need creative and con-
sensual policy solutions. So, it is 
no longer about whether I was 
right or wrong about the impact of  
demonetisation.” 

Commenting on whether ef-
forts to bring India’s vast informal 
economy into the tax net via de-
monetisation and the Goods and 
Services Tax, Manmohan Singh 
said: “The means is as important 
as the ends” and the ends could 
not be achieved “through coercion 
or threats or raids which can be 
counter-productive”.

Srinagar, Nov. 6 (PTI): 
Opposition National Con-
ference (NC) president 
Farooq Abdullah today 
asserted that autonomy to 
both sides of  the erstwhile 
princely state of  Jammu 
and Kashmir was the “only 
solution”, saying that India 
and Pakistan could not keep 
people of the region hostage 
to their ego.

He urged both the coun-
tries to take concrete po-
litical steps for resolving the 
vexed Kashmir issue.

“Autonomy to both 
sides of  the erstwhile 
princely state of Jammu and 
Kashmir is the only viable 
solution to the decades-old 
problem,” Abdullah said 
at a public meeting in the 
Keran area of  Kupwara 
district.

The NC leader, who is 
a Lok Sabha member from 
Srinagar, is on a four-day 
tour to areas near the Line 
of  Control (LoC) in north 
Kashmir.

“Both India and Paki-
stan cannot keep the people 
of the state hostage to their 
ego. It is time for the leader-
ship of  both countries to 
make the opening of all the 
traditional routes along the 
LoC a priority.

“Borders cannot be 
changed, but these can be 
made irrelevant and soft 
for a people-to-people ex-
change and opening new 
vistas of  trade and com-
merce for the overall eco-
nomic prosperity of  the 
region,” Abdullah said.

The former Union min-
ister said it was time for 
both the countries to accept 
the realities of  the present 
times and initiate the proc-
ess which was acceptable to 
all, including the people of  
the state.

“The elected repre-
sentatives in Jammu and 
Kashmir have already made 
their stand clear when they 
passed an autonomy resolu-
tion in 2000 with a thump-

ing majority. The govern-
ment of  India, therefore, 
must shun its rigidity and 
take it up in the upcoming 
Parliament session,” he 
said.

Abdullah said the two 
nuclear powers could not 
afford to go for a military 
solution to the Kashmir 
issue.

“Therefore, the two (di-
vided) parts of  the state 
should be granted maxi-
mum autonomy,” he as-
serted.

The NC leader said the 
intermittent skirmishes on 
the borders had only ag-
gravated the problems on 
the two sides of Jammu and 
Kashmir.

Asking the party work-
ers to remain united against 
the divisive forces, Abdul-
lah said people must be 
ready to safeguard the 
state’s special status, which 
was under an “assault” 
from those who had always 
opposed Jammu and Kash-

mir’s political rights and 
dignity.

“Article 35-A is vital 
and non-negotiable for the 
people of Jammu, Kashmir 
and Ladakh. Those trying 
to divide us on regional and 
religious lines to further 
their agenda will have to be 
defeated.

“This is a battle for the 
interests, rights and dignity 
of  every single citizen of  
Jammu and Kashmir, ir-
respective of  his religion, 
region, language and caste,” 
he said.

Abdullah said the Na-
tional Conference was 
reaching out to the people 
in every nook and corner 
of  the state in all the three 
regions to make them aware 
of the “disastrous ramifica-
tions” of Article 35-A being 
struck down. 

“We will continue with 
this process of outreach and 
consensus-building at the 
grassroots level,” Abdullah 
said.

PTI

Prime Minister Narendra Modi visiting the ailing DMK President 
M Karunanidhi in Chennai on Monday. DMK Working President M 
K Stalin is also present.



Washington, Nov: 6 (IANS): 
At least 26 people were 
killed when a lone gunman 
wearing a ballistic vest and 
carrying a military-style rifle, 
opened fire on worshippers 
at a Baptist church in Texas, 
police said.
The attack took place on 
Sunday in Sutherland 
Springs, some 45 km south-
east of San Antonio. 
Law enforcement officials 
told The New York Times 
that the gunman was identi-
fied as Devin Patrick Kelley, 
26, who died shortly after 
the attack. The cause of his 
death was being investigated. 
Kelley started firing at the 
First Baptist Church shortly 
after the Sunday morning 
service began at 11 a.m., the 
police said. 
He was armed with a Ruger 
military-style rifle, and with-
in minutes, many of  those 
inside the small church were 
dead and injured. 
The victims ranged in age 
from five to 72, and among 
the dead were several chil-
dren, a pregnant woman 
and the pastor’s 14-year-old 
daughter. It was the deadliest 
mass shooting in the state’s 
history. 
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Trump is on a five country trip through Asia traveling to Japan, South Korea, China, Vietnam and the 
Philippines. 
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 Texas Gov. Greg Abbott consoles Ann Montgomery, a Sunday school teacher at First Baptist Church in 
Sutherland Springs during a candlelight vigil for the victims of a fatal shooting at the First Baptist Church 
of Sutherland Springs.

News IN BrIef
Saudi minister confirms strict 
steps against corruption
Riyadh, Nov. 6 (IANS):  Saudi Finance Minister 
Mohammed al-Jadaan has said that strict steps against 
corruption will maintain the investment environment 
and enhance trust in implementing the order, a media 
report said. His statements come after eleven princes, 
four sitting ministers and dozens of former ministers 
were arrested on orders from the new anti-corruption 
committee headed by Crown Prince Mohammed bin 
Salman on Saturday, Xinhua news agency quoted Al 
Arabiya local press as reporting on Sunday. He said the 
arrest reinforces justice and transparency and protects 
the rights of individuals and public money. “Fighting 
corruption will promote the trusts of businessmen and 
just competition between investors.” 

Three killed after gunmen attack 
police in Russia
Moscow, Nov. 6 (IANS): At three people, including a 
police officer, were killed in a shootout at a traffic check-
point in Russia’s North Caucasus region of Ingushetia 
on Sunday, a media report said. Citing a national anti-
terrorism committee statement, Interfax news agency 
said two assailants attacked the traffic checkpoint at 
around 5:30 p.m. Moscow time (1430 GMT) and they 
were killed in an exchange of fire, Xinhua news agency 
reported. No civilians were hurt during the armed clash. 
The North Caucasus region is a hotbed of insurgency 
with separatists and extremists frequently attacking the 
governmental, military and police facilities as well as 
civilians. 

Saudi Prince killed in helicopter 
crash
Cairo, Nov. 6 (IANS): Saudi Prince Mansur bin Maqran 
died on Sunday when the helicopter in which he was rid-
ing crashed, a media report said. The Saudi Al Arabiya 
television channel said that the helicopter was transport-
ing several officials at the time of the crash, but provided 
no further details, Efe news reported.

China to hold 4th World Internet 
Conference in Dec
Beijing, Nov. 6 (IANS): China will hold the fourth 
World Internet Conference (WIC) next month in the 
river town of Wuzhen, east China’s Zhejiang Province, 
a media report said. The conference, scheduled to run 
from December 3 to 5, has invited leading figures from 
governments, international organisations, companies, 
technology communities and non-governmental organi-
sations, to discuss Internet-related topics including digital 
economy, cutting-edge technology, cyberspace govern-
ance, Xinhua news agency quoted the statement released 
on the WIC website on Sunday as saying. Latest internet 
technologies will be presented to the world at this year’s 
WIC jointly sponsored by the Cyberspace Administra-
tion of China and the Zhejiang provincial government. 
The WIC will push for the building of a community of  
shared future in the cyberspace, advocate respect of dif-
ferences and forging of consensus, focus on development 
and innovation so that a prosperous Internet will produce 
greater welfare for the human being, the statement said.

IS in Southeast Asia has new 
leader — Philippines police
Manila, Nov. 6 (IANS): The Philippines police on Mon-
day announced that the Islamic State (IS) terror group’s 
Southeast Asia faction has a new leader after its former 
head was killed last month. The Philippines National 
Police chief Ronald Dela Rosa said at a press conference 
that the police had received intelligence indicating that 
Malaysian national Amin Baco had become the leader of  
the faction based in the city of Marawi, reports Efe news. 
The post had been lying vacant since troops killed former 
leader Isnilon Hapilon on October 16. After five months 
of  fighting, 920 rebels, 165 soldiers and 47 civilians 
were dead, and hundreds of thousands of people were 
displaced. With the city liberated, the Army is working 
towards capturing the remaining fighters and sweeping 
the city for bombs and mines.

Australia to crackdown on cos-
metic surgery industry
Canberra, Nov 6 (IANS) Australian doctors without 
surgical experience will be banned from referring to 
themselves as “cosmetic surgeons” under sweeping 
reforms, a media report said.The federal, state and ter-
ritory Health Ministers have agreed to tighten up the 
“unregulated” industry after cosmetic surgeons were 
responsible for a series of life-threatening mistakes while 
operating, Xinhua news agency reported.Under current 
rules, anyone with a medical degree in Australia can 
call themselves a cosmetic surgeon regardless of surgical 
experience. 

26 killed in Texas church shooting

Paradise Papers expose tax 
haven secrets of ultra-wealthy 

Secret service “could have stopped” 
Manchester bombing — Report

Bonn climate meet begins with aim 
to go beyond Paris pledges 

Era of patience over for 
N. Korea, says Trump in Japan 

saudi-led coalition warns Iran over Yemen missile launch

London, Nov. 6 (IANS): 
A huge new leak of  finan-
cial documents has revealed 
how the powerful and ultra-
wealthy, including Britain’s 
Queen Elizabeth II’s private 
estate, secretly invest vast 
amounts of cash in offshore 
tax havens, media reports 
said on Monday.

The details come from a 
leak of 13.4 million files on 
Sunday that expose the glo-
bal environments in which 
tax abuses can thrive - and 
the complex and seemingly 
artificial ways the wealthi-
est corporations can legally 
protect their wealth.

The material, which has 
come from two offshore 
service providers and the 
company registries of  19 
tax havens, was obtained 
by the German newspaper 
Süddeutsche Zeitung and 
shared by the International 
Consortium of Investigative 
Journalists (ICIJ) with 100 
other media organisations 
including the Guardian, the 
BBC and The New York 
Times.

Some of the revelations 
in the Paradise Papers in-
clude millions of  pounds 
from Queen Elizabeth II’s 
private estate that has been 

invested in a Cayman Is-
lands fund and some of  
her money that went to a 
retailer accused of exploiting 
poor families and vulnerable 
people.

It details extensive off-
shore dealings by US Presi-
dent Donald Trump’s cabi-
net members, advisers and 
donors, including substantial 
payments from a firm co-
owned by Russian President 
Vladimir Putin’s son-in-law 
to the shipping group of the 
US Commerce Secretary, 
Wilbur Ross.

The leak shows how so-
cial media giants Twitter 
and Facebook received mil-
lions in investments that can 
be traced back to Russian 
state financial institutions 
along with ggressive tax 
avoidance by multinational 
corporations, including Nike 
and Apple.

It also includes informa-
tion about a tax-avoiding 
Cayman Islands trust man-
aged by the Canadian Prime 
Minister Justin Trudeau’s 
chief wealth manager.

The leak also includes 
how some of  the biggest 
names in the film and TV in-
dustries protect their wealth 
with an array of  offshore 

schemes and the complex 
offshore webs used by two 
Russian billionaires to buy 
stakes in Arsenal and Ever-
ton football clubs. 

The disclosures will put 
pressure on world leaders, 
including Trump and Brit-
ish Prime Minister Theresa 
May, who have both pledged 
to curb aggressive tax avoid-
ance schemes.

The publication of  this 
investigation, for which 
more than 380 journalists 
have spent a year combing 
through data that stretches 
back 70 years, comes at a 
time of  growing global in-
come inequality.

Offshore finance is about 
a place outside of one’s own 
nation’s regulations to which 
companies or individuals 
can reroute money, assets or 
profits to take advantage of  
lower taxes, reports the BBC.

These jurisdictions are 
known as tax havens to the 
layman, or the more stately 
offshore financial centres 
(OFCs) to the industry. They 
are generally stable, secretive 
and reliable, often small is-
lands but not exclusively so, 
and can vary on how rigor-
ously they carry out checks 
on wrongdoing.

London, Nov. 6 (IANS):  
Officials from Britain’s se-
cret service MI5 missed key 
intelligence warnings that 
could have stopped the Man-
chester Arena terror attack, a 
media report claimed.

The Sunday Times 
newspaper in a report said 
the warnings could have 
put suicide bomber Salman 
Abedi under surveillance as 
a “high-priority” before his 
attack in May, the worst act 
of terrorism in Britain since 
the London bombings in 
2005, Xinhua news agency 

reported.The report claimed 
the security service received 
at least two items of  intel-
ligence regarding Abedi’s 
“suspicious behaviour” that 
indicated he posed a seri-
ous threat before his suicide 
bombing at the Manchester 
Arena which came at the 
end of a concert by the US 
singer Ariana Grande.

The failure to act prop-
erly on the intelligence has 
emerged in an MI5 internal 
review that has triggered 
deep concerns within the in-
telligence community about 

whether the attack could 
have been stopped, the re-
port added.

The Sunday Times said 
the findings are thought to 
have been sent several days 
ago to Britain’s Home Sec-
retary Amber Rudd.

The report said the fail-
ure has placed the position 
of the MI5 director-general 
Andrew Parker under close 
scrutiny, saying the Abedi 
bombing represents the most 
significant intelligence fail-
ure of the five terror attacks 
in Britain this year.

Bonn, Nov. 6 (IANS): The two-week global 
climate change talks with the attendance of  
diplomats of 197 nations and thousands of  
non-state actors and green activists opened in 
this German city on Monday with a commit-
ment to go ahead of the 2015 Paris Agree-
ment pledges to counter climate change.

In his inaugural remarks, Fiji President 
Frank Bainimarama, who is chairing the 
meeting, said there was a need to keep the 
climate action commitments in full and not 
back away from them.

“That is why Fiji has been so determined 
to help build a grand coalition of govern-
ments at every level -- civil society, private 
sector and faith-based organisations -- and 
to connect this effort to as many of the 7.5 
billion citizens of  the planet as possible,” 
he said.

Bainimarama opened the 23rd annual 
climate change talks of the parties or COP23 
that is held under the presidency of Fiji.

Pleading for the world to collectively 
hold the climate action course set in 2015, 
he said he was representing one of the most 
climate-vulnerable regions on earth.

“The need for urgency is obvious. Our 
world is in distress from the extreme weather 
events caused by climate change -- destruc-
tive hurricanes, fires, floods, droughts, 
melting ice and changes to agriculture that 
threaten our food security. All consistent 
with the science that now tells us that 2016 
was a record year for carbon emissions,” he 
said.

In her address, United Nations Frame-
work Convention on Climate Change 
(UNFCCC) Executive Secretary Patricia 
Espinosa said 169 countries had ratified in 
record time the Paris Agreement, now in the 

era of implementation.
Two years after the world united around 

the Paris Climate Agreement and a year after 
its coming into force, the UNFCCC’s 197 
parties reconvened for the COP 23 in Bonn 
till November 17 in the backdrop of the US 
decision in June to pull out of the climate 
agreement.

The Bonn talks are expected to take a 
number of decisions necessary to bring the 
Paris Agreement to life, including meaning-
ful progress on the agreement implementa-
tion guidelines, to achieve a goal of keeping 
global warming within 1.5 degrees Celsius 
with an aim to cut greenhouse gases from 
burning fossil fuels.

India should defend the essence and 
spirit of the Paris Agreement, said New Del-
hi-headquartered policy research institute 
Council on Energy, Environment and Water.

India has already and must reiterate not 
only its own commitment to the Paris Agree-
ment but also continue to demand greater 
action by the largest historical polluters, its 
Chief Executive Officer Arunabha Ghosh 
told IANS.

“India will have to ensure that the design 
of the enhanced transparency mechanism 
retains sufficient flexibility for developing 
countries to build the capacity for more 
frequent and detailed reporting and review,” 
he added.

While the conference (COP23) is 
grounded in practicalities and technicalities, 
it’s important to never lose sight of this moral 
dimension,” Solheim told IANS a day ahead 
of the onset of the climate talks.

The UNEP head foresees the US playing 
a big role at the Bonn talks on shaping the 
Paris Agreement.

Tokyo, Nov. 6 (IANS):  US 
President Donald Trump 
declared on Monday that 
the “era of strategic patience 
is over” when it comes to 
America’s stance towards 
North Korea and reaffirmed 
his use of harsh rhetoric at a 
joint press conference with 
Japanese Prime Minister 
Shinzo Abe here.

Trump arrived in Japan 
on a two-day visit on Sun-
day, the first stop in his five-
nation tour through Asia 
from November 5 to 14.

“Some people said that 
my rhetoric is very strong,” 
Trump said at the confer-
ence alongside Abe. “But 
look at what’s happened 
with very weak rhetoric over 
the last 25 years. Look where 
we are now.” The US leader 
said Japan can shoot down 
North Korean missiles with 
the help of US military tech-
nology, CNN reported. 

Trump said Abe would 
be well-equipped for an at-
tack from Pyongyang after 
buying equipment from the 
US. “He will shoot them 
out of the sky when he com-
pletes the purchase of  lots 
of additional military equip-
ment from the US,” Trump 
said.

He added that the pur-

chase of military equipment 
would bring both employ-
ment to the US and safety 
to Japan.

Abe confirmed that Ja-
pan was planning to pur-
chase military equipment 
from the US. He said the 
country would be prepared 
to shoot down a North Ko-
rean missile, if necessary, as 
part of  its “legal coopera-
tion” with Washington.

Abe said Japan and the 
US were in “complete agree-
ment” as to the way forward 
in dealing with North Ko-
rea, including that now was 
not the time for direct talks 
with North Korea.

“We were in complete 
agreement as to the meas-
ures to be taken on the situa-
tion with North Korea,” Abe 
said, noting that he agreed 
“all options” should remain 
on the table.

The Prime Minister 
also said now was a time 
for strengthening sanctions 
against Pyongyang. “For 
more than 20 some years, 
the international commu-
nity attempted dialogue with 
North Korea. 

“Now is the time not for 
dialogue but for applying 
a maximum pressure on 
North Korea.”

Abe and Trump deliv-
ered the rhetoric empha-
sising a tough strategy on 
North Korea after meeting 
earlier with the families of  
Japanese citizens kidnapped 
by the North Korean regime, 
and alluded to the death of  
American Otto Warmbier 
to bolster his case for an ag-
gressive approach towards 
Pyongyang.

Tr ump encouraged 
North Korea’s leader Kim 
Jong Un to release all hos-
tages, saying it would send 
positive signals to the world, 
the CNN reported.

The US President and 
First Lady Melania Trump 
also met Emperor Akihi-
to and his wife Empress 
Michiko at the Imperial Pal-
ace. Trump also met Japa-
nese and American business 
leaders where he said: “We 
want fair and open trade. 
But right now our trade with 
Japan is not fair and it’s not 
open. But I know it will be 
soon.”

Upon his arrival on Sun-
day, Trump addressed serv-
icemen at the US-controlled 
Yokota Air Base near Tokyo. 
After Japan, Trump will 
head to South Korea, China, 
Vietnam and the Philip-
pines.

Sanaa (Yemen), Nov. 6 (PTI/
AP):  The Saudi-led coalition 
fighting in Yemen closed off  the 
land, sea and air ports to the Arab 
world’s poorest country early to-
day after a rebel- fired ballistic 
missile targeted Riyadh, blaming 
the launch on Iran and warning 
it could be “considered as an act 
of war.” 

The coalition’s statement 
ramps up tensions between the 
ultraconservative Sunni kingdom 
and its Shiite rival Iran, both of  
which have interests in Yemen’s 
yearslong conflict.

The bloodshed continued yes-
terday as an Islamic State-claimed 
militant attack in Aden killed at 
least 17 people.

In a statement, the coalition 
accused Iran of supplying Yemen’s 
Houthi rebels and their allies with 
the missile launched on Saturday 
toward the Saudi capital’s interna-
tional airport.

Iran has backed the rebels, but 
denies arming them. The Houthi 

militants have said their Volcano-
variant ballistic missile is locally 
produced.

The Saudi-led coalition’s state-
ment said the closures would be 
temporary and “take into account” 
the work of humanitarian and aid 
organisations. The war has claimed 
more than 10,000 lives and driven 
the Arab world’s poorest country 
to the brink of famine.

The Saudi- led coalit ion 
launched a wave of  airstrikes -- 
starting overnight and continuing 
until noon yesterday -- on the rebel-
held capital, Sanaa, apparently in 
response to the ballistic missile.

Saudi Arabia said it shot down 
the missile, with fragments landing 
in an uninhabited area north of the 
capital.

The coalition threatened Iran 
with a possible retaliatory strike.

“Iran’s role and its direct com-
mand of its Houthi proxy in this 
matter constitutes a clear act of ag-
gression that targets neighbouring 
countries, and threatens peace and 

security in the region and globally,” 
the statement said.

“Therefore, the coalition’s com-
mand considers this a blatant act of  
military aggression by the Iranian 
regime, and could rise to be con-
sidered as an act of war against the 
kingdom of Saudi Arabia.” 

The statement added: “The 
coalition command also affirms 
that the kingdom reserves its right 
to respond to Iran in the appropri-
ate time and manner.” 

There was no immediate re-
sponse from Iran, though Iran’s de-
fence minister, Gen. Amir Hatami, 
earlier denied his country was 
involved in the launch.

“Does anyone ask the United 
States what are you giving to Saudi 
Arabia?” he was quoted by the 
semi-official ISNA news agency 
as saying yesterday. The US has 
offered logistical and targeting 
support to the Saudi-led coalition.

President Donald Trump also 
was quick to blame Iran yesterday. 
“A shot was just taken by Iran, in 

my opinion, at Saudi Arabia. And 
our system knocked it down,” 
Trump said, referring to the Patriot 
missile batteries Saudi Arabia pur-
chased from the US.

Iran’s powerful Revolutionary 
Guard chief, Maj. Gen.

Mohammad Ali Jafari, said 
Iran can’t transfer rockets to Yemen 
and stressed that the missiles were 
made there. He described Trump’s 
comments as “lies.” 

The Houthis said in a state-
ment that the missile was launched 
in response to bombings that have 
killed civilians.

The Houthis have fired a 
number of  missiles across the 
border in recent years, but this ap-
peared to be the deepest strike yet 
within Saudi territory.

Meanwhile in Aden, masked 
militants claimed by an Islamic 
State affiliate set off  a large car 
bomb outside a security head-
quarters in Yemen’s southern 
port city early yesterday, killing 
at least 17 people before storm-

ing the compound, officials said. 
Fighting continued well into the 
night.

Speaking on condition of ano-
nymity because they were not 
authorised to brief  reporters, the 
security officials said the militants 
placed snipers on the roof  and 
gunned down most of the security 
forces inside.

The officials gave conflicting 
accounts of  what happened next 
inside the building. They initially 
said that the militants had taken 
an unknown number of  people 
hostage. Later they said that they 
opened cell gates and released 
prisoners.

Security forces backed by an 
Apache helicopter continued to 
fight for control of the installation 
after nightfall, chasing down mili-
tants in the surrounding structures 
and neighbourhood.

Some hostages were killed, 
they added, without providing 
specific figures. They said at least 
five soldiers were among the dead.

At least 20 more were 
wounded, The New York 
Times reported.
Kelley, who lived in New 
Braunfels, Texas, had served 
in the Air Force at a base in 
New Mexico, but was court-
martialed in 2012 on charges 
of  assaulting his wife and 
child. He was sentenced to 
12 months confinement and 
received a “bad conduct” 

discharge in 2014, according 
to Ann Stefanek, the chief of  
Air Force media operations.
The motive of  the attack 
remains unclear. 
“It’s something we all say 
does not happen in small 
communities, although we 
found out today it does,” 
said Joe Tackitt, a senior 
police official.According to 
the police, as Kelley emerged 

from the church leaving be-
hind a scene of carnage, an 
armed neighbour exchanged 
gunfire with him, hitting 
Kelley, who fled in his vehi-
cle. Kelley then crashed his 
car and the police found him 
dead inside the vehicle.
Of the 26 fatalities, 23 peo-
ple were found dead inside 
the church, two outside and 
one died later at a hospital.

Governor Greg Abbott said 
that he and other Texans 
were asking “for God’s com-
fort, for God’s guidance and 
for God’s healing for all 
those who are suffering”, re-
ports The New York Times.
President Donald Trump, 
who is currently in Japan 
on his five-nation Asia trip, 
called it a “horrific shoot-
ing”. He ordered flags flown 
at half-staff  at the White 
House and all federal build-
ings till Thursday.
In a time of crisis, he said: 
“Americans will do what we 
do best: we pull together and 
join hands and lock arms 
and through the tears and 
sadness we stand strong.”
Sunday’s massacre unfolded 
on the eighth anniversary of  
the attack in 2009 on Fort 
Hood in Texas, when an 
Army psychiatrist, Major 
Nidal Malik Hasan, killed 
13 people in one of the dead-
liest mass shootings at an 
American military baseThe 
death toll on Sunday also 
exceeded the number killed 
in 1966 by a student at the 
University of Texas at Aus-
tin, Charles Whitman, who 
opened fire from the school’s 
clock tower in a day of vio-
lence that killed 17.
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Aishwarya donates free meals to school kids for a year
On the occasion of her 44th birthday, Aishwarya Rai Bachchan donated free meals for 
1,000 children for a year under a mid-day meal programme. Aishwarya, who turned 
44 on November 1, sponsored free meals for 1,000 students for a year under a mid-day 
meal scheme run by the Annamrita Foundation that is set up by the International Soci-
ety of Krishna Consciousness (ISKCON). The mid-day meal scheme, called Annamrita, 
reaches out to nearly 500 municipal schools in and around Mumbai along with over 
2,000 schools in Maharashtra with heavy nutritious meals, ISKCON spiritual leader 
Radhanath Swami Maharaj said in a release. “The scheme, which started in 2004 from 
a small room with meals being prepared for just 900 children, today serves meals to 12 
lakh children across seven states in India,” he added. (PTI)

Sunita Deb of Lhomithi Colony, Dimapur who participated at the 
Mrs. India International 2017 organised won the crown Mrs. India 
North East (Mrs. India International 2017) and was adjudged as Mrs. 
Photogenic (Mrs. India International 2017). She is a mother of two is 
presently pursuing her higher education at Guwahati, Assam.

TickeT raTes
Silver Rs. 80
Gold Rs. 150

Platinum Rs. 320

HILL STAR 
Movie Schedule
Hill Star is thrilled to announce its valued HillStarCinema 
fans that the hall is now live at BookMyShowIN You can 

now BUY tickets online! 

11 am, 2 pm: Ittefaq 
(Hindi)

5 pm 8 pm: Thor 
Ragnarok (Eng 3D)

Hornbill International 
Rock Contest 2017

Indian short film wins 
award in Montreal

When Sharon 
Osbourne had a 
violent past

Dhinchak Pooja wants 
to act in Bollywood

Don’t know how sustainable independent 
filmmaking is — Konkona Sen Sharma

Ozzy Osbourne to 
headline Download 2018

18 national bands, three international bands and four 
from Nagaland will compete this year’s rock contest  

T
he stage is all set as 18 bands 
from across the  country 
and three other internation-
al bands along with the four 
selected bands from Na-

galand will vie for top honours at this 
year’s edition of the Hornbill Interna-
tional Rock Contest (HIRC). With the 
contest being opened to International 
bands post 2013, this year’s HIRC will 
have three bands one each from Bhu-
tan, Singapore and USA . The national 
auditions of the HIRC had altogether 
43 acts from across the country out of  
which 18 were selected. 

The twenty five acts for this year’s 
HIRC are as follow:

Avora Records (Aizawl) 
Daira (Mumbai)
Doodles (Kalimpong)
Fluff Paradox (Delhi)

Ghouls (Singapore)
Head Motif (Sikkim)
Hidden Identity ( Kolkota)
Highway 69 (Ranchi) 
Lost Icons (New Delhi)
Mount Groove (Darjeeling)
North H (Bhutan) 
Pantacrator (Meghalaya)
Perfect Stick Figure Illustrations 

(Gangtok)
Radical Change (Mirik, Darjeeling)
Radiocity (Kohima, Nagaland )
Seed of Changes (Bangalore)
Serenade (Kolkota) 
Switchblade (Kohima, Nagaland)
Sylvester the Trio (Bangalore)
The Kids we used to know (USA)
The Great Decade (Mokokchung, 

Nagaland)
The Prophets (Mizoram)
Titans (Tura)
Trivial (Guwahati) 
Yellow Beacon (Dimapur)

I
ndian short film 
“The School Bag”, 
which tells a story 
based in Pakistan, 
has won the Best 

Short Film Award at the 
South Asian Film Festival 
of Montreal (SAFFM), 
says director Dheeraj 
Jindal. “While making the 
film, each member of the 
team literally put their heart 
and soul and we didn’t 
know what will happen 
with the film. For many 
people, I included, it was 
the first experience working 
on a short film. So it’s a 
great feeling when your 
debut work gets interna-
tional recognition,” Jindal 
told IANS.

The movie’s plot is 
based in Peshawar and tells 
a story about the relation-
ship between a mother and 
her seven-year-old son who 
wants a new school bag on 
his birthday, but fate has 

something else in store for 
him. The film recreates 
events that happened in Pe-
shawar in December 2014 
when terrorists mowed 
down hundreds of school 
children. Actress Rasika 
Dugal plays the mother in 
the short film.

Jindal, who is from 
Delhi, is happy that short 
films are getting visibility.

“In India, now there are 
platforms that are support-
ing and funding short films 
and because of that the 
quality of the films have 
drastically improved. The 
acclaimed actors have also 
started working in them as 
there are many good stories 
which don’t need to be long 
but can be as impacting as 
a feature film.

IANS

T
V host Sharon Os-
bourne once woke up 
to find her “two front 
teeth missing”. She 
says it was because 

she and her husband Ozzy were 
“incredibly violent” against one 
another.

The “X Factor” judge says she 
has “madly” loved husband Ozzy 
for 35 years. But she has revealed 
the couple was “incredibly violent” 
towards one another throughout 
their marriage and she would wake 
up with her teeth knocked out.

However, she thought that was 
“okay” because she was brought 
up around aggressive behaviour, 
reports femalefirst.co.uk.

The 65-year-old music mogul 
told Event magazine: “We loved 
each other madly, but we were 

both incredibly violent, be-
cause we’d both been brought 
up around violence and didn’t 
know any better.”

“I used to think if you 
got angry it was absolutely 
okay to hit someone. I 
would wake up with my 
two front teeth missing. 
We would be punching 
each other even when 
Ozzy was on stage 
performing.”

Sharon and the 
68-year-old rocker 
briefly split last year 
after it emerged the 
“Paranoid” hitmaker 
had been having an 
affair with a hair-
dresser.

IANS

Y
ouTube 
sensation 
Dhinchak 
Pooja, the 
latest to be 

evicted from reality TV 
show “Bigg Boss 11”, says 
she now dreams of work-
ing in Hindi filmdom.

Asked if working in 
Bollywood was on her 
mind, Dhinchak told 
IANS after her “Bigg Boss” 
eviction: “Yes, I want to 
be a part of Bollywood. I 
would like to try my hands 
at acting. Let’s see what 
offers come to me.”

Dhinchak, whose real 
name is Pooja Jain, hails 
from East Delhi in the 
national capital, and first 
came up with the song 
“Swag waali topi”.

Dhinchak’s claim to 
fame are songs that have 
been dubbed “bad”. Yet, 
tracks like “Selfie mainai 
leli aaj” and “Daaru” 
went viral on digital 
platforms.

Does she purposely 
sing in such a manner to 
gain eyeballs on social 
media platforms?

“No. No money has 
been spent on music and 
beat... That’s why it seems 
funny. The kind of lyrics I 
know, I write... And even if  
I put money and it doesn’t 
come out well, then also it 
wouldn’t seem right,” said 

the 23-year-old. 
The “Bapu dede thoda 

cash” singer says she wants 
to do something unique.

“I wanted to do some-
thing different. So I created 
something that people liked 
in a funny way... Whatever 
it was, they liked it,” she 
added. 

Asked if the negative 
remarks about her singing 
skills and videos affect her, 
Dhinchak said: “No. I 
don’t feel bad. I don’t pay 
attention (to all this).

Dhinchak on Sunday 
night was evicted from 
season 11 of “Bigg Boss”, 
hosted by superstar Sal-
man Khan. Though not 
disappointed, she feels she 
couldn’t prove herself in 
her two-week stay.

Dhinchak said con-
testants Hina Khan and 
Shilpa Shinde are “playing 
games” in the house. Still, 
she feels Shilpa could be 
the winner this time.

The singer’s songs and 
“hair lice” were made fun 
of in the show.

But she says, “Nothing 
affects me.”

What’s next for Dhin-
chak? 

“There is no plan. ‘Bigg 
Boss’ was also not in my 
plan... I will keep making 
songs, and I will see if I get 
any offers,” she said.

IANS

N
ational Award winning ac-
tress Konkona Sen Sharma, 
marked her debut into the 
world of directing with criti-
cally acclaimed independent 

film “A Death in the Gunj”. However the 
actress is unsure when it comes to sustain-
ability, how lucrative independent 
filmmaking is.

She was speaking at a panel 
discussion titled “The State 
of Independents” here at the 
sixth edition of Dharamshala 
International Film Festival, 
with a panel consisting of film-
makers directors Rima Das (“ 
Village Rockstars”), Pushpendra 
Singh (“Ashwatthama”), 
Karma Tarawa (“Ra-
lang Road”), Bornila 
Chatterjee (“The 
Hungry”), and 
Ektara Collective 
(“Turup”).

About funding 
of an independ-
ent film, Konkona 
shared her experi-
ence of directing 
her film and said 
that she was not 
expecting anyone to 
fund her film.

“I have acted in 40 
films and out of them, 
some were nice, some 
were not ...at least 
eight are memora-
ble. It was actually 
very frustrating 
also. Because 
sometimes one 
felt that every-
body is doing 
something for 
you, somebody 
else is telling 
you the lines to 
say, somebody else 
is doing your make-
up or telling you 
where to stand. 

“Maybe at 
some level it felt that 

what am I doing. And then at one point 
what I thought was that without planning 
or thinking that I want to write or direct,” 
said the “Lipstick Under My Burkha” 
actress.

“I just started developing a story which 
was really close to me and kind of had 

been in my head since I diversed. 
When I started, I never had 
thought... because we know the re-
ality of the world we live in, what 
will get money and what will not 
get money. It is nothing new or a 
surprise.

“So I don’t know how sustain-
able this (independent filmmaking) 

is.. It is great as a one off project 
but when we think of long-

term, how can one 
receive this process, 
“ Konkona added.

Asked if she 
is open to making 
another film, by 
going through the 
same process, she 
said: “I think I would 
be comfortable in 
this zone. I don’t even 
see myself making 
something epic in that 
sense. I think I will be 
comfortable with this 
set-up.” 

With films like 
“Mr. and Mrs. Iyer”, 
“Omkara”, “Talvar” 
and “Wake Up Sid” 
to her credit, Konkona 
stressed on the fact that 
the process of writing 
and getting actors is 
not that difficult, but 
it’s “after that when it 
comes to production, 
distribution and PR... 

how can you compete 
with films with so much 
budget?”

“You have to have a 
song and that is how you 
advertise and publicise 

your film,” she said.
IANS

T
he Black Sabbath frontman 
- who goes by the nickname 
The Prince of Darkness - will 
take to the stage without his 
bandmates at the annual heavy 

metal extravaganza held at Donington 
Park from June 8 to June 10, 2018, in 
Leicestershire, England.

Last year, the ‘War Pigs’ group - also 
comprised of Geezer Butler and Tony 
Iommi - played one of their final shows at 
the festival, and the 68-year-old rocker but 
the 68-year-old rocker is showing no signs 
of wanting to retire anytime soon as he is 
set to carry on with his solo career.

Download promoter Andy Copping 
said: “We’re unbelievably excited to have 
Ozzy as one of the headliners next year. 
Already hailing from the midlands, Ozzy 
Osbourne is no stranger to Download, 
and after Black Sabbath closed the festival 
in 2016, how could I not ask The 
Prince Of Darkness to come back 

all on his own? The Down-
load family are without 

a shadow of a 
doubt, in for a 

treat.”
The 

perform-
ance 

follows Ozzy’s final performance with the 
band in their hometown at Birmingham’s 
Genting Arena in February.

The ‘Paranoid’ singer previously 
insisted he won’t be quitting music, as he 
fears if he gives up he could drop dead.

After the band ended, he said: 
“They’ve retired but I haven’t. It’s like I’m 
jumping off one boat on to another.

“People forget, I was with Sabbath 
from 68 to 79, but I’ve been on my own 
from 79 until now.

“I’ve been on my own thing for a lot 
longer than when I was with Sabbath. I 
love what Sabbath did for me and I love 
what I did for Sabbath, but it’s not the be-
all, end-all of my own whole career.

“People around my age go, ‘I’m 65 
now. I’m retired.’ Then they f***ing die. 
My father got a bit of cash from the job he 

had, did the garden and died.
And I’m going, ‘That’s a 

bit of an anticlimax after 
working so many years 

in a factory.’
“I ain’t retiring. 

People still want to 
see me, so what’s 
there to retire 
from?” 

Further acts 
are expected to 
be announced 
in the coming 
months.

femalefirst.
co.uk
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Slaven Bilic

Heavy rain falls at Green Field Stadium in Thiruvananthapuram, on the eve of the third and final T20I 
between India and New Zealand.

Chelsea’s Alvaro Morata, right, scores his side’s first goal during the English Premier League soccer match 
between Chelsea and Manchester United at Stamford Bridge stadium in London
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MIRROR CROSSWORD 1643SUD0KU 1482
Every Sudoku has a unique solution that can be 
reached logically. Enter numbers into the blank 
spaces so that each row, column and 3x3 box 
contains the numbers 1 to 9.

SOLUTIONS TO CROSSWORD 1642

ACROSS
1. Group of people
5. Super Sonic Transport
8. Control key
12. Muslim ruler
13. Japanese rice wines
15. Low cart
16. Points of concentration
17. Last king of Troy (Greek mythology)
18. “Contact” author ____ Sagan
19. One who rejects dogma
22. The letter after U
23. Price or cost
24. Misplace or forget
26. “Death rays”
29. “Islands of coral”
31. Trend
32. Mountainous Asian country
34. Jesters
36. Decisive point
38. Southern states
40. Mild exclamation
41. Name from the Latin for “Heaven”
43. Former term for someone with dark skin
45. United Press International
46. Lines of verse
48. Armadas
50. Ireland
51. French for “South”
52. Manufacturer (abbrev.)
54. Things that arouse emotions
61. Various kings of Norway
63. Deacon
64. Pain or soreness
65. Proportion
66. Prophets
67. Placed flat on a surface
68. Visual organs
69. Air movement device
70. Gritty dirt 

DOWN

1. Blunder
2. Roman god of love
3. City in France
4. Causes of sorrow
5. Indian dress
6. Covers the body
7. A hardwood
8. Centers for Disease Control
9. Illustrated account of a journey
10. Unusual or scarce
11. Singer ____ Lovett
13. Made into a globe-shape
14. Extract metal from ore 

20. Not quite an adult
21. Covers a building
25. Small sour bluish-black fruit
26. Roman deified ancestor figure
27. Contaminate
28. Rotates
29. Set straight
30. Smacks
31. Regulates broadcasting
33. Chops wood
35. Space Defence Initiative
37. 13 (Roman numerals)
39. “Ooops removers” 

42. Unit of area
44. Female egg cell
47. Spells
49. Highest conceptions
52. Additional amounts
53. Beat severely
55. Bass or treble
56. Concept
57. Marine gull-like bird
58. Intercollegiate athletic association
59. Not fat
60. Dispatch
61. City in north-central Morocco

SOLUTIONS TO SUD0KU 1482

Rains pound Thiruvananthapuram, 
final T20I in jeopardy

Assam to host AIBA Youth 
Women’s World Boxing C’ship

West Ham United coach Bilic sackedStrong end to Indian campaign 
at Commonwealth shooting

Quasar Club, 
Kohima informs

Nadal stays atop ATP rankings, 
Djokovic, Murray out of top 10

Norris replaces Button as McLaren reserve driver

Man City extend eight points 
lead; Chelsea, Everton win
London, Nov. 6 (Reuters): 
Manchester City opened 
a yawning eight-point gap 
at the top of  the Premier 
League as they continued 
their irresistible form with 
a 3-1 home victory over Ar-
senal before closest pursuers 
Manchester United lost 1-0 
at Chelsea on Sunday.

City took their goals tal-
ly in all competitions so far 
this season to 52 as Kevin 
De Bruyne, Sergio Aguero 
and substitute Gabriel Jesus 
ensured a ninth successive 
league win.

Alexandre Lacazette 
did pull a goal back for Ar-
senal but Arsene Wenger’s 
side are now 12 points adrift 
in sixth spot.

Jose Mourinho’s third 
competitive visit back to 
old club Chelsea after be-
ing sacked three years ago 
ended in a third defeat as 
Alvaro Morata’s first goal 
since September sealed vic-
tory for the champions at 
Stamford Bridge.

Morata headed the win-
ner in the 55th minute.

Tottenham Hotspur’s 
Son Heung-min became 
the Asian player with the 
most Premier League goals 
ever as he scored in the 64th 
minute to secure a 1-0 home 
win over bottom club Crys-
tal Palace.

It was his 20th top flight 
goal, surpassing the mark of  
former Manchester United 
midfielder Park Ji-Sung.

Spurs are on 23 points 
from 11 games, the same 

as United, with City racing 
away at the top with 31. 
Champions Chelsea are 
fourth with 22, followed 
by Liverpool and Arsenal 
on 19.

For pure drama, how-
ever, Goodison Park was 
the place to be as Everton 
clawed back a two-goal defi-
cit against Watford to win 
3-2 with a Leighton Baines 
penalty in stoppage time.

Watford then had a pen-
alty of  their own with 101 
minutes on the clock but 
Tom Cleverley missed it, 
meaning Everton won a top 
flight game from two goals 
down for the first time since 
1994.

Victory snapped a run 
of five successive defeats in 
all competitions for Ever-
ton and took them out of  
the relegation zone up to 
15th -- leaving West Ham 
United in the bottom three 
along with Swansea City 
and Crystal Palace.

“We’ve done it the hard 
way, but showed incredible 
spirit and fight,” Everton’s 
caretaker manager David 
Unsworth said after his first 
victory since taking charge 
of  the team following the 
sacking of Ronald Koeman.

City were not at their 
electrifying best against Ar-
senal but still had too much 
for Arsene Wenger’s side.

De Bruyne fired home 
after 19 minutes and Ague-
ro made it 2-0 five minutes 
after the break with a pen-
alty awarded when Raheem 
Sterling tumbled under a 
soft challenge by Nacho 
Monreal.

There was also a suspi-
cion of offside about City’s 
third goal which killed off  
Arsenal’s hopes of  salvag-
ing something.

“You can accept it if  
City win in a normal way, 
but this is unacceptable,” 
Wenger said.

Guardiola’s side go into 
the international break in 
a dominant position in the 
league having already beat-

Brisbane, Nov. 6 (IANS): 
India ended the Common-
wealth Shooting Champi-
onships with a haul of  20 
medals as Satyendra Singh 
and Sanjeev Rajput bagged 
gold and silver respectively 
in the mens 50 metre Rifle 
3 Positions event on the 
concluding day of  competi-
tions here on Monday.

The Indian squad won 
a total of  six gold, seven 
silver and seven bronze 
medals after a week of  
competition. This included 
a gold and silver each in 
Shotgun events while the 
rest were from the Rifle and 
Pistol disciplines.

Apart from Satyendra 
and Sanjeev, Chain Singh 
had also qualified for the 
eight-man final of  the Rifle 
3 Positions event. 

Satyendra qualified in 
second place with a total of  
1162 with a best of  394 out 
of  400 in the Prone posi-
tion. Veteran Sanjeev Ra-
jput qualified in third place 
with 1158 while Chain was 
fourth with the same score 
but with lesser inner 10s.

In the final though, Sa-
tyendra was quickest off  
the blocks while Sanjeev 
chased him close through-
out the length of  the 45-
shot final. 

Satyendra eventually 
prevailed, finishing with 
454.2 to Sanjeev’s 453.3. 
Chain Singh was in third 
place in the initial stages 
of  the final, raising hopes 
of  an Indian clean sweep. 
But he was eventually over-
taken by Australian Dane 
Sampson, after the 12th 
shot. Sampson held on to 
secure the bronze medal.

In the Men’s Trap event 
at the Shotgun ranges, Bi-
rendeep Sodhi was the 
lone Indian to qualify for 
the six-man final round. 
He shot 118 out of  125 to 
qualify in fifth place and 
eventually finished fourth.

Guwahati, Nov. 6 (PTI): 
Assam Chief Minister Sar-
bananda Sonowal today 
said people of the state have 
highlighted their hospitality 
by helping the government 
organise world-class sport-
ing events here.

The International Box-
ing Association’s (AIBA) 
Youth Women’s World Box-
ing Championship would 
be held in Guwahati from 
November 19 to 26 where 
193 registered boxers from 
39 countries would par-
ticipate and the prestigious 
competition will be held in 
India for the first time.

“Many world-class 
tournaments are being or-
ganised in Guwahati regu-
larly now and many more 
such tournaments are going 
to take place in the city in 

the near future,” Sonowal 
said while launching the 
official logo, mascot and 
anthem for the forthcoming 
championship.

The government would 
develop 500 playgrounds in 
the state during 2017-18 and 
state-of-the-art sports stadi-
ums will soon be construct-
ed in Dibrugarh, North 
Lakhimpur and Sualkuchi 
in Kamrup, he said.

The state government’s 
focus has been to identify 
sporting talents from rural 
areas and nurture them for 
achieving success at the 
national and international 
level, Sonowal said.

“Under the leadership 
of Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi, the Centre is giving a 
big push to sports and the 
state government is also 

committed to make Guwa-
hati the sports capital of the 
country,” he said.

The tournament would 
also be the qualifying 
competition for the Youth 
Olympic Games to be held 
in Buenos Aires, Argentina 
in 2018, according to of-
ficials, an AIBA statement 
said.

The championship 
would also mark the be-
ginning of  the journey for 
women boxers to qualify 
for the 2020 Tokyo Olympic 
Games, the statement said.

Five-time world cham-
pion and Olympic bronze-
medallist M C Mary Kom, 
the state’s leading boxer Shi-
va Thapa and singer Zubeen 
Garg have been appointed 
as brand ambassadors of  
the championship.

Dimapur, Nov. 6 (EMN): 
The Quasar Club, Kohima 
in collaboration with Ko-
hima District Table Tennis 
Association (KDTTA) will 
be organising a Table Ten-
nis league match on Nov. 11 
at the Kohima TT Stadium, 
Raj Bhavan informed a 
press note.
The best players will be se-
lected to represent Kohima 
District for the 1st Naga-
land Olympics which will 
be held from Dec. 14 till 19 
in Dimapur.

London, Nov. 6 (Reuters): British teen-
ager Lando Norris will replace retired world 
champion Jenson Button as McLaren’s test 
and reserve driver next season, the For-
mula One team announced on Monday. 
The 17-year-old has been part of McLaren’s 
Young Driver programme since the start of  
the year and is expected to compete in For-
mula Two in 2018 after winning the Euro-
pean Formula Three championship this year.

“Lando is an outstanding young tal-
ent. Today’s announcement is thoroughly 
deserved, and underlines the incredible high 

regard in which we hold his abilities,” said 
McLaren executive director Zak Brown in 
a statement. ”His summer test for McLaren 
was also remarkably impressive, and was fur-
ther proof that he is ready to step up and take 
on a role of this size, scope and responsibility.

“At McLaren, we are all extremely keen 
to help him achieve his goal of  racing in 
Formula One.” Norris, who will be 18 next 
week, will attend grands prix and have an 
active role in testing and the simulator, start-
ing with a tyre test at Interlagos after next 
weekend’s Brazilian Grand Prix.

London, Nov. 6 (IANS): 
English Premier League 
side West Ham United on 
Monday announced it has 
sacked coach Slaven Bilic.

“It is with disappoint-
ment and heavy heart that 
we have made the decision 
to relieve Slaven Bilic of  his 
duties as West Ham United 
manager,” the East London 
club said in a statement, re-
ports Xinhua news agency.

“During the summer, 
the board invested heavily 
signing the players Slaven 
believed would complete 
the squad he needed to 
push the club back towards 
the level we had reached 
in his first season, and we 
believe we have the players 
capable of  doing that.

“Sadly, performances 
and results have not been 
of  the expected standard 
and, in recent weeks, we 

have not seen enough in-
dication of  the required 
improvement to give us 
the encouragement that 
things would change and 
we would meet our Pre-
mier League aspirations 
this season,” it added.

Bilic’s last game in 
charge was Saturday’s 1-4 
defeat by Liverpool at Lon-
don Stadium, which left 
West Ham in the relegation 
zone with nine points from 
11 games.

West Ham said Bilic’s 
coaching assistants Nikola 
Jurcevic, Edin Terzic, Ju-
lian Dicks and Miljenko 
Rak have also left the club 
with immediate effect. For-
mer Croatia defender Bilic, 
49, was appointed in the 
summer of  2015 and guid-
ed West Ham to seventh 
place in his first season in 
charge and 11th last term.

Madrid, Nov. 6 (IANS):  
Spain’s Rafael Nadal re-
mained in the number one 
spot in the men’s Associa-
tion of  Tennis Profession-
als world singles rankings 
released on Monday, while 
Britain’s Andy Murray and 
Serbia’s Novak Djokovic 
dropped out of the top 10.

Nadal, 16-time Grand 
Slam champion, was fol-
lowed by Switzerland’s 
Roger Federer with 9.005 
points, reports Efe. The 12th 
placed Djokovic and Mur-

ray, who fell to the 16th spot, 
missed the final Grand Slam 
tournament of  the season 
with elbow and hip inju-
ries respectively. Germany’s 
Alexander Zverev came in 
third, ahead of  Austria’s 
Dominic Thiem.

Additionally, American 
Jack Sock, who earned Paris 
Masters title Sunday after 
winning 5-7, 6-4, 6-1 over 
Serbian Filip Krajinovic, 
jumped 13 spots to ninth, 
ahead of 10th-placed Pablo 
Carreño Busta of Spain.

Thiruvananthapuram, 
Nov. 6 (IANS): With just 
around 24 hours for the 
deciding third and final 
T20 International between 
India and New Zealand 
to be staged in the state 
capital, Monday saw heavy 
rains lashing the Greenfield 
International Stadium.

The local meteorologi-
cal office has predicted 
more rains later in the day 
and Tuesday also.

The match is scheduled 
to start at 7 p.m and all the 
more than 40,000 tickets 
have been sold out.

Incidentally, this is the 
first time in close to three 
decades that the city is 
hosting an international 
match, after Vivian Rich-
ards-led West Indies beat 
India, who were led by 
current head coach Ravi 
Shastri.

The team arrived, late 

on Sunday night and have 
been lodged at the famed 
Leela Kovalam luxury ho-
tel overlooking the Arabian 
sea. The players cancelled 
their practise after heavy 
rain in the morning and 
instead went around the 
beach side hotel.

Shastri, accompanied 
by his deputy and former 
India player Sanjay Bangar 
however took time off  in 
the morning and arrived 
at the famed Sree Padma-
nabha Swamy temple in 
the heart of  city to offer 
prayers.

Ind ia  Cap ta in  Vi -
rat Kohli and two of  his 
colleagues arrived at the 
Chandrasekheran Nair 
stadium to take part in a 
programme of  the Kerala 
government, ‘Say yes to 
Cricket, No to Drugs’ in 
which Chief  Minister Pina-
rayi Vijayan also took part.

Kohli  read out the 
pledge to the hundreds of  
school children who were 
present.

Meanwhi l e,  ang r y 
residents those living in 
and around the stadium 
expressed their ire at the 
stadium as they were not 
given any preference in 
tickets as all the tickets 
were sold online.

Sanju Samson, the lo-
cal boy who has played for 
the country and a hugely 
successful Indian Premier 
League (IPL) player has 
played a Ranji Trophy 
match in the stadium re-
cently.

Samson said teh clay 
wicket which will be used 
for Tuesday’s match is go-
ing to be one which bats-
men will find it easy.

“ So whichever team 
bowls well, will do well,” 
said Samson.

en Chelsea, Liverpool and 
Arsenal.

“Last season against the 
title contenders, we were 
able to win just twice,” 
Guardiola said.

“This season in Novem-
ber, we are already winning 
three times. If  you want to 
win the title, you have to 
beat Chelsea, Liverpool, 
Arsenal and the other teams 
at the top.”

United were disappoint-
ing after the break against 
Chelsea and two defeats 
in three league matches 
has seriously dented their 
hopes of  reeling in their 
close neighbours.

“We are second, not 
fifth or sixth and we have 18 
teams in a more difficult po-
sition than us,” Mourinho 
said.

“Eight points is eight 
points but we’ve been 
through a difficult phase 
with matches against Tot-
tenham, Liverpool and 
Chelsea without important 
players.”

Victory was a welcome 
boost for Chelsea boss An-
tonio Conte after his side 
were humbled 3-0 by Roma 
in midweek and according 
to the Italian proved the 
spirit is back.

”This type of win is im-
portant for our confidence. 
We showed great desire and 
passion to win this kind of  
game.

“We can win or lose 
but our spirit must be this,” 
he said.



PLEASE CONTACT NYUVITHO NYUTHE, DSO DIMAPUR (ORGANISING SECRETARY) ON MOBILE 
NUMBER 9436207718 / 8730938602 FOR ANY INFORMATION RELATED TO THE SPORTS FESTIVAL 

ENTRY FORMS WILL BE AVAILABLE AT 
= Niathu Resort, Dimapur = Popular Sports Store, Hotel Trinity East, Dimapur 

= Kiran Sports, Dimapur = Hotel Vivor, Kohima 
= Sports Inventory Center, Kohima = Sports Zone Located at PR Hill, Kohima

DISCIPLINES & EVENTS AND CONTACT PERSONS FOR ENTRIES
Volleyball (Men’s & Women’s) 

Mr. Repa [9436013634]
Badminton Boys and Girls Under 17

(Singles & Doubles and Invitation Doubles)
Mr. Tali Jamir [9436005242]

Cricket
Mr. A. Rahman [9436006779]

Tennis (Men’s Singles & Invitation Doubles) 
Mr. Asa Khate [9436261009]
Billiards & Snooker
Mr. Justin Shikhu [8575109909 / 8416054788]

Cycling (Road Race) 
Mr. Vikeduo Linyü [9856000248]

A Corporate Social Responsibility (CSR) initiative of the
Niathu Group under the aegis of the Niathu Privilege Club

HOTELS & RESORTS

SPORTS FESTIVAL 2017

13th, 14th, 15th NOVEMBER, 2017

LAST DATE OF ENTRY :10th NOVEMBER, 2017

NIATHU GROUP
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Niuland area sports meet underway

LMSSOC: Sangzi FC beat Ngangpong FC to enter final

Manipuri boxers shine on Day 2 of Junior Women's Nationals

Naga cart racing held at Wokha

Naga Terriers beat Kimhoma FC to enter pre-quarters; 
Fosters FC, Sporting Club, EIMI United register win

Players of Naga Terriers and Kimhoma Youth Society FC (orange) seen in action during their match at the Kohima local ground on Nov. 6.
EM Images

Jacob Zhimomi kicking off the Niuland Area Sports Association meet at S. Vihuto village on Monday.

Players of Ngangpong FC and Sangzi FC in action during the first semi-final match on Monday.

A participant riding his Naga cart during the Naga cart racing in Wokha on Monday.

Jabir Khan (25) of Lilong Khunou in Manipur’s Thoubal district successfully pulling a Santro car along with a Maruti Gypsy weighing around 
1822 kg plus two drivers for more than 50 metres in 30-40 seconds.

22 years old Keyisuiding Lungalang from All Contact-Combat Arts (ACA) Academy Nagaland, and member of ACA dojo Fülimo MMA Gym 
of Kohima bagged the National champion in professional Title Belt Category at the 3rd MBAI India National Muay-Thai and Muay Boran 
Championship cum 2nd India National Pro-Am Muaythai Title Belt Championship, 2017 held at SAI-STC, NEHU complex, Shillong, Meghalaya 
from November 2 to 5.

CLASSIC CUP

DP-227

Dimapur, Nov. 6 (EMN): 
In an exciting 1st semi-
final match in the ongoing 
25th edition of  the Loyem 
Memorial Senior Soc-
cer Open Championship 
played on Monday be-
tween Ngangpong FC and 
Sangzi FC, the first half  
of  the match saw both the 
teams entertaining the full 
packed spectators by their 
football skills but failed 
to score. In the second 
half  Sangzi FC found the 
breakthrough by a solitary 
goal by Francis of  Sangzi 
FC through a header in 
the 54th minute and the 

Dimapur, Nov. 6 (EMN): 
The 42nd annual meet 
of  Niuland Area Sports 
Association commenced 
on Monday morning at 
S. Vihuto village with Ja-
cob Zhimomi, MLA 4th 
Ghaspani-I A/C as the 
chief  guest and declared 
the event open.

NASA will also con-
duct the 2nd edition of  
Hovishe Memorial Foot-
ball Trophy, 1st Henito 
Chishi Volleyball Trophy 
(men) and 3rd Nitovi Me-
morial Badminton Trophy 
during the week long meet 
of  the association. Ad-
dressing a large gather-
ing, Jacob maintained that 
sports play a vital part in 
a society. It is not only 
played to win trophies 
but it's played to bring the 
people together in peace 

Our Correspondent
Kohima, Nov. 6 (EMN): 
Naga Terriers beat Kim-
homa Youth Society FC 
4-0 to advance to the pre-
quarters of the 23rd Classic 
Cup here at Kohima local 
ground on November 6.

Khampai Konyak was 
the star of  the match as 
he scored twice in the first 
half  to lead the four-times 
semi-finalists to victory. 
Konyak’s first goal came 
through a spot kick, while 
he was on target again in 
the 25th minute to place his 
team in the driving seat till 
the interval.

Moving into the second 

half, Khuanjuang delivered 
a brilliant shot in the 53rd 
minute which gave Naga 
Terriers the third lead. To 
make it worse, Tiakaba 
took home his team when 
he scored for Terriers in the 
57th minute.

Earl ier  in the f irst 
match, Fosters FC defeated 
Seiyhazou Hill Boys FC 
2-0 to qualify for the round 
of last 16.

Avilie Tsükrü made an 
early breakthrough for Fos-
ters FC in the first minute 
of the match, while Tsükrü 
went on to score the second 
goal in the 22nd minute.

The second match 

between Dejavu FC and 
Sporting Club was decided 
via tie-breaker, wherein, 
Sporting Club emerged 
victorious to qualify for the 
next round while they will 
play against Sporting Club 
on Nov 11.

The match headed 
for tie-breaker as both the 
teams were locked in a goal-
less draw till the end of the 
stipulated time.

In the third match, 
EIMI United downed Ve-
racious FC 2-1 to make it 
through to the round of  
last 16.

Lalminhao drew the 
first blood for EIMI United 

in the 12th minute, while 
Janghao doubled the lead 
in the 42nd minute, to guide 
his team to the round of 16.

Just minutes before the 
final whistle, Tseio Khutso 
scored to give Veracious FC 
a lifeline. However, EIMI 
United made it sure in tak-
ing the lead till the final 
whistle.
TUESDAY’s MATCHES

Tseidi FC vs Friendship 
United FC at 10 am

Botas Students FC vs Keze-
kevi FC at 11.30 am

Diki Warriors FC vs FC 
Chizami United at 1 pm

New Market XI vs Jakha FC 
at 2.30 pm

and brotherhood, which is 
very essential for a progres-
sive society. He reminded 
the youngsters that games 
and sports is an alternate 

employment with lucrative 
income if  it is played pro-
fessionally. He therefore 
encouraged them to pursue 
their dream and ambition 

to become professional 
sport persons with sincer-
ity and hard work, as there 
was no success without 
hard work.

Rohtak, Nov. 6 (IANS): 
The second day of  the in-
augural Junior Womens 
National Boxing Cham-
pionship saw Manipurs 
young guns dominate the 
ring, with Baby Rosizana 
Chanu (52kg) and Ash-
lata Chanu (57kg) scoring 
impressive wins here on 

Monday.
The two Chanus out-

punched Odisha's Prawita 
Thapa (52kg) and Andhra 
Pradesh's Harshita (57kg) 
so badly that the referee 
had to stop both the con-
tests in the first round itself.

Rozisana Chanu start-
ed off  the bout aggres-

sively, landing her jabs and 
hooks with precision. The 
Odisha lass tried her best 
to stay unharmed but just 
couldn't find a corner to 
hide in.

In another encounter, 
Ashlata Chanu too shook 
her opponent with her ini-
tial punching and left her 

biting the dust halfway 
through the first round.

In the 46kg and 48kg 
weight categories, however, 
Manipur's Heliza Devi and 
Lalrinchhani Pautu were 
not so lucky. They lost out 
to Punjab's Ekta Saroj and 
Delhi's Sandhya, to crash 
out of  the competition.

match ended 1-0. Through this win 
Sangzi FC qualified for the 25th LMS-
SOC final.  

Tuesday’s second semi-final match
Khulioh King FC vs Scavenger Hunt 

FC at 1 pm

Our Correspondent
Wokha, Nov. 6 (EMN): 
Myamo Jami, District 
Transport Officer, Wokha 
graced the morning ses-
sion as the special guest on 
traditional games where 
he flagged off  the Naga 
cart racing at 8:30 am be-
low Wokha Town Baptist 
Church, Wokha on Mon-
day.

Speaking on the oc-
casion he thank the or-
ganisers for taking up the 
initiative in preserving and 
making alive to the pres-
ent younger generation 
of  our old traditions. He 
encouraged to continue, 
contribute and promote 
the traditional games and 
informed the community 
to come and actively par-

ticipate to preserve and respect the culture 
which is our identity. Basket weaving, cloth 
weaving, yodeling, carting pushing race 
and grease bamboo pole climbing was the 

other highlights of the afternoon.
The evening session was graced by Dr. 

Chumben Murry, former minister, Govern-
ment of Nagaland as the special guest.

Muay champ

Incredible Khan


