
Passengers boarding the helicopter at 22 Assam Rifles helipad, Phek on Nov. 1
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Min.Max. Max.Min.
Aizawl 21° 15 °
Agartala 22° 17°

Gangtok 20° 06°

Guwahati 25° 17°

Imphal 18° 15°

Itanagar 21° 14°

Shillong 16° 09°

Delhi 32° 17°

Kolkata 30° 19°

Chennai 28° 26°

 Max:  Min:
KOHIMA 22° 11°
DIMAPUR 27° 20°
 RF:  RH:
KOHIMA Nil 74%
DIMAPUR Nil 90%
* Rainfall (RF) * Relative humidity (RH)
Temperature in State Capitals
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Geneva/New Delhi, Nov. 
2 (PTI): India slipped 21 
places on the World Eco-
nomic Forum’s (WEF) 
Global Gender Gap index 
to 108, behind neighbours 
China and Bangladesh, 
primarily due to less par-
ticipation of  women in the 
economy and low wages.

Moreover, India’s lat-
est ranking is 10 notches 
lower than its reading in 
2006 when the WEF start-
ed measuring the gender 
gap.

According to the WEF 
Global Gender Gap Re-
port 2017, India has closed 
67% of  its gender gap, less 
than many of  its interna-
tional peers, and some of  
its neighbours like Bang-
ladesh ranked 47th while 
China was placed at 100th.

Globally also, this 
year’s story is a bleak one. 
For the first time since the 
WEF began measuring 
the gap across four pillars 
— health, education, the 
workplace and political 
representation — the glo-
bal gap has actually wid-
ened.

“A decade of  slow but 
steady progress on improv-
ing parity between the sex-
es came to a halt in 2017, 
with the global gender gap 
widening for the first time 
since the WEF’s Global 
Gender Gap Report was 
first published in 2006,” it 

It's not what you pay  
a man, but what he costs 

you that counts. Will 

~ Rogers

Rhythm of Love: In 
conversation with 
Fireflood  | P10

UK PM replaces defence 
secy amid sexual harassment 

scandal  | P9

Kane could be next Messi, 
Ronaldo, says German 
legend Matthaus |  P12

Mirror Takes

"um Sir, quick word before you 
enter, you cannot form new 

groups or join khushi khushi 
groups up here okay"

India slips 21 slots on WEF Gender Gap index NCD appeals CM to 
cancel DMC committee

TDS 
registration 
for depts. 
launched
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said.
The findings in this 

year’s report, published to-
day, showed that an over-
all 68% of  the global gen-
der gap has been closed. 
This is a slight deteriora-
tion from 2016 when the 
gap closed was 68.3%.

At the current rate of  
progress, the global gender 
gap will take 100 years to 
bridge, compared to 83 last 

year.
The case is worse in 

terms of  workplace gender 
divide, which the report 
estimates will take 217 
years to close.

On a positive note, 
however, a number of  
countries are bucking the 
dismal global trend as 
over one-half  of  all 144 
countries measured this 
year have seen their score 

improve in the past 12 
months, the report noted.

At the top of  the Glo-
bal Gender Gap Index is 
Iceland. The country has 
closed nearly 88% of  its 
gap. It has been the world’s 
most gender-equal country 
for nine years.

Others in the top 10 in-
clude Norway (2nd), Fin-
land (3rd), Rwanda (4) and 
Sweden (5), Nicaragua (6) 

Dimapur, Nov. 02 (EMN): 
The Governor of Nagaland 
PB Acharya has extended 
festival greetings to the Kuki 
community on the occasion 
of Kut. 

A press communiqué 
from the Raj Bhavan stated 
that the Governor while de-
scribing the festival as a happy 
occasion for the community 
whose stock of food is plenti-
ful after a year of tremendous 
hard labour, the Governor 
reminded all to thank the Al-
mighty for His unwavering 
love and blessing.  

"Kut festival is a thanks-
giving festival which includes 
songs and dances along with 
marry making and viewed 
that the festival should pro-
vide opportunities for bud-
ding generations and other 
villagers to display their skills 
and physical strength," it 
added. 

He also stated that the 
festival should be a source 
for building unity and called 
on all to come together and 

make the atmosphere con-
ducive in towns and villages 
for peaceful co-existence and 
all round development in the 
State.

"May the festival of Kut 
bring peace, unity and pros-
perity to the community, " the 
Governor added. 

Calls for border area devp.
The Governor of Nagaland, 
PB Acharya while addressing 
the 48th Conference of Gov-
ernors at Rashtrapati Bhavan, 
New Delhi, stressed on the 
need to develop border areas 
of the nation. 

He maintained that em-
phasis should be made to 
establish schools, colleges, 
health institutions etc. in the 
border areas where develop-
ment is lacking so as to give 
equal opportunity to all sec-
tions of the society. 

He also suggested for 
Public Private Partnership 
(PPP) with the government 
as the facilitator in education, 
health sector etc. 

and Slovenia (7), Ireland 
(8), New Zealand (9) and 
the Philippines (10).

India’s greatest chal-
lenges lie in the economic 
participation and oppor-
tunity pillar where the 
country is ranked 139 as 
well as health and survival 
pillar where the country is 
ranked 141, the WEF said.

The report attributed 
much of  India’s decline 
in position on the overall 
Global Gender Gap Index 
to a widening of  its gender 
gaps in political empow-
erment as well as healthy 
life expectancy and basic 
literacy.

“With more than 50 
years having passed since 
the inauguration of  the 
nation’s first female prime 
minister in 1966, main-
taining its global top 20 
ranking on the political 
empowerment sub-index 
will require India to make 
progress on this dimension 
with a new generation of  
female political leader-
ship,” the report said.

Moreover, the scale 
of  India’s gender gap in 
women’s share among 
legislators, senior officials 
and managers as well as 
professional and techni-
cal workers highlights that 
continued efforts will be 
needed to achieve parity in 
economic opportunity and 
participation.

In India, the workplace 
gender gap is reinforced by 
extremely low participa-
tion of  women in the econ-
omy (136 out of  the total 
144 countries covered) and 
low wages for those who 
work (136th ranking for 
estimated earned income), 
the WEF said, adding 
that “on average, 66% of  
women’s work in India is 
unpaid, compared to 12% 
of  men’s“.

On a positive note, In-
dia succeeded in fully clos-
ing its primary and second-
ary education enrolment 
gender gaps for the second 
year running and for the 
first time has nearly closed 
its tertiary education gen-
der gap. However, it con-
tinues to rank fourth-low-
est in the world on health 
and survival, remaining 
the world’s least-improved 
country on this sub-index 
over the past decade, the 
WEF stated.

“Competitiveness on 
a national and on a busi-
ness level will be decided 
more than ever before by 
the innovative capacity of  
a country or a company. 
Those will succeed best 
who understand to inte-
grate women as an impor-
tant force into their talent 
pool,” said Klaus Schwab, 
founder and Executive 
Chairman, World Eco-
nomic Forum (WEF).

Dimapur, Nov.02 (EMN): The Naga Council Dimapur 
has made an appeal to the Chief  Minister to cancel the ap-
pointment the Dimapur Municipa Council advisory com-
mittee , since the present system of functioning of  DMC 
under Chief  Executive Officer (CEO) is running smoothly 
with 'tremendous' development. 

The Dimapur based mass civil society organisations 
such as GB's (Sadar) Union; Naga Women Hoho Di-
mapur (NWHD); and Dimapur Urban Colony Council 
Federation (DUCCF) under the banner of  Naga Council 
Dimapur in a press release addressed to the Chief  Min-
ister stated that the present system of functioning DMC 
under Chief  executive Officer (CEO) administrative head 
has shown the smooth running of  the municipal office in 
regard to its competent support staff  for which the citi-
zens of  Dimapur are a witness to the “tremendous devel-
opment and improvement that has taken place under this 
system”.  

The Naga council further acknowledged the state gov-
ernment under municipal affairs dept for constituting ad-
visory committee to assist “apparent design to invite gross 
mismanagement and irregularities once again leading to 
exhaustion of  crores of  public funds without any sign of  
developmental activities as witnessed in the past”.

However the council claimed that section 23(A) of  
municipal Act contradict with Naga customary system 
and practices, as specifically granted under Article 3 7 l 
(A) of  Indian Constitution. Therefore, any provision un-
der the said Act, which is against the legitimate interest of  
the Naga's shall be reviewed and without which, Dimapur 
based mass civil societies collectively reaffirmed its stand 
to opposed the state government constitute advisory com-
mittee to municipal and town council in Nagaland until 
Municipal Act 2001 is reviewed for which the public of  
Dimapur shall not allow advisory at any cost, vice presi-
dent K.Ghokheto Chophy said in a press release 

In this regard, Naga Council Dimapur has urged the 
Chief  Minister T.R. Zeilang to intervene in the matter “se-
riously and cancel the municipal Affairs Department or-
der No."MA-79/2017 dated 31st Oct/2017 immediately 
for the betterment of  common cause of  Nagas in general. 
For which any untoward revolt of  public anger will be 
solely responsible by the state government”.

Dimapur, Nov. 02 
(EMN): The Commis-
sioner of  State Taxes 
Nagaland has notified 
that the department has 
launched a special  TDS 
registration services for 
all government depart-
ments in the state and 
nominated nodal officers 
in all the district state tax 
offices as contact points 
to avail the service.

This was stated by the  
Commissioner of  State 
Taxes  Y Mhathung Mur-
ry on Thursday. 

He also stated that the 
government has set time 
till Nov.15 to complete 
the TDS registration 
process and so to avail 
the services within this 
time frame.

Dimapur, Nov. 02 (EMN):  The helicopter service  
run by the Nagaland State Transport resumed serv-
ice in Phek district after a gap of  7 years on Nov.1

A report from DIPR stated that the Station Su-
perintendent of  NST Phek, Metsiviko Meyase while 
briefing media said that the service was suspended 
in the past due to security concerns raised over us-
age of  the Assam Rifles helipad, and poor turnout 
of  passengers. 

However, the Department had always main-
tained a reserved slot for Phek district in its weekly 
routine. He requested the public to avail the service 
in order to maintain a continuity in its operation.

The Additional Deputy Commissioner, Mhat-
hung Tsanglao also thanked the Commandant 22 
AR Colonel, R.K Vikram, Phek for making neces-
sary clearance for usage of  its helipad.  Passenger 
service was a long felt need, and shall benefit the 
public of  the district immensely, he added. 

The department is currently partnering with M/S 
Global Vectra Helicorp Ltd and covers its operation 
in all the districts of  the state, it added.  

Dimapur, Nov. 02 (EMN):  A day after the Congress party 
officer bearers  from Dimapur district lef  the party to join 
the NPF led by Neiphiu Rio, the Nagaland Congress Com-
mittee has stated that its is instead awelcome step that some 
'disgruntled' party workers defected to join the divided NPF.

"The defection of  some disgruntled party workers in Di-
mapur to join hands with corrupt and divided NPF band-
wagon is a welcome step since the Congress party has been 
silently tolerating the activities of  these political turncoats 
since 2013 and also in the ULB election, hoping that bet-
ter sense will prevail. However, the AICC Secretary I/c of  
Nagaland during his numerous visits had taken due note of  
these few party workers who were more interested in fur-
thering the cause of  other party while still claiming to be 
congress party workers," stated the press release from the 
party. 

It further added that the All India Congress Committee 
has earlier directed  the NPCC to take 'drastic measures'  in 
overhauling the entire party setup in the state and so the it 
had appointed a new President of  Dimapur DCC on Oct. 
17 and had 'specifically' assigned him to revamp the entire 
Dimapur DCC. 

"Finding that there is going to be no more space for peo-
ple sailing in two boats, some few disgruntled party work-
ers led by the former President have misguided some of  the 
party workers into joining an already rotten boat of  NPF 
that is sinking on its own weight," it stated.

 It reminded that the Dimapur District Congress Com-
mittee is intact and fully functional under the Presidentship 
of  Bendangyanger Jamir. 

"We also take this opportunity to remind that true con-
gress men and women should work for the people and not 
for position" .

It also stated that Nagaland and especially the people of  
Dimapur desperately need freedom from fear, protection of  
livelihood and better infrastructures in tune with the rapid 
urbanisation and added that the  Congress shares the agony 
of  'our' people whose voices are never heard and are bearing 
the brunt of  misgovernance in every sphere of  life.

 "Given an opportunity, we will herald drastic change to 
protect the lives and rights of  our people," it added

New Delhi, Nov. 02 (PTI): 
The Supreme Court today 
agreed to hear tomorrow 
a petition challenging the 
constitutional validity of  
the Aadhaar Act.

The matter was men-
tioned before a bench 
headed by Justice J Chela-
meswar and the counsel 
representing the petitioner 
sought an urgent hearing, 
saying similar pleas were 
already listed for hearing 
before the apex court to-
morrow.

K a r n a t a k a - b a s e d 
Mathew Thomas has 
moved the top court chal-
lenging the constitutional 
validity of  the Aadhaar 
Act claiming that it in-
fringes upon the Right to 
Privacy and the biometric 
mechanism was not work-
ing properly.

On October 30, a 
bench headed by Chief  
Justice Dipak Misra had 
said that a Constitution 
bench would be consti-
tuted and Aadhaar-related 
matters would come up for 
hearing before it in the last 
week of  November.

Several petitions chal-
lenging the Centre's move 
to make Aadhaar card 
mandatory for availing 
various services and bene-
fits of  government welfare 
schemes have been filed in 
the apex court.

Recently, a nine-judge 
constitution bench of  the 
apex court had held that 

Right to Privacy was a 
Fundamental Right under 
the Constitution. Several 
petitioners challenging the 
validity of  Aadhaar had 
claimed it violated privacy 
rights.

The Centre had on Oc-
tober 25 told the Supreme 
Court that the deadline 
for mandatory linking of  
Aadhaar to receive the 
benefits of  government 
schemes has been extend-
ed till March 31, 2018 for 
those who do not have the 
12-digit unique biometric 
identification number and 
were willing to enrol for it.

Some petitioners in 
the top court have termed 
the linking of  the Unique 
Identification Authority 
of  India (UIDAI) number 
with bank accounts and 
mobile numbers as "illegal 
and unconstitutional".

They also objected to 
the CBSE's alleged move 
to make Aadhaar card 
mandatory for students ap-
pearing for examinations, 
a contention denied by the 
Centre.

One of  the counsel 
representing the petition-
ers had earlier said that 
final hearing in the main 
Aadhaar matter, which is 
pending before the apex 
court, was necessary as the 
government "cannot com-
pel" citizens to link their 
Aadhaar with either bank 
accounts or cell phone 
numbers.

Yangon, Nov. 2 (AP): Aung San Suu 
Kyi made her first visit as Myanmar's 
leader today to the conflict-torn region 
where more than half  a million Ro-
hingya Muslims have fled state-led vio-
lence that has spiraled into Asia's worst 
refugee crisis in decades. 

Her visit to Rakhine state comes as 
Suu Kyi is under intense international 
scrutiny for her response to the exo-
dus, which the U.N. has called "ethnic 
cleansing," and as her government said 
it is working on a plan to repatriate those 
who fled to Bangladesh.

Suu Kyi arrived in the state capital, 
Sittwe, in the morning and headed to 
restive northern Rakhine where many 
Rohingya villages were located. During 
a 2015 election campaign, she visited 
southern Rakhine, where there hasn't 
been much conflict. 

"The state counselor just arrived but 
she is heading to Maungdaw, northern 
Rakhine, with the state officials," said 
Tin Maung Swe, a deputy director of  the 
Rakhine government, using Suu Kyi's of-
ficial title.

Government spokesman Zaw Htay 
would not release Suu Kyi's plans for 
the trip until later because of  security 
concerns. More than 600,000 Rohingya 
Muslims have fled to Bangladesh since 
Aug. 25, when security forces in Bud-
dhist-majority Myanmar began what 
they called "clearance operations" in re-
sponse to deadly attacks on police out-
posts by insurgents. The campaign has 
included the burning of  Rohingya vil-
lages and alleged widespread rights vio-
lations.

Fleeing Rohingya have described ar-
son, rape and shootings by Myanmar sol-
diers and Buddhist mobs that left them 
no option but to make the dangerous and 
sometimes deadly journey through jun-
gles and by sea to Bangladesh.The exo-
dus has slowed at some points but has 
not stopped. 

The global image of  Suu Kyi, a No-

bel Peace laureate, has been damaged by 
the crisis and she has come under intense 
criticism to do more to end the violence 
and condemn those responsible. Several 
fellow peace prize winners have publicly 
condemned Suu Kyi for what they see as 
her apparent indifference to the plight of  
the Rohingya.

Though Suu Kyi has been the de 
facto head of  Myanmar's civilian gov-
ernment since her party swept elections 
in 2015, the former political prisoner is 
limited in her control of  the country by a 
constitution written by the military junta 
that ruled Myanmar for decades. The 
military has effective veto power over all 
legislation and controls key ministries 
including those overseeing security and 
defense.

The military is in charge of  opera-
tions in northern Rakhine, and ending 
them is not up to Suu Kyi.

Even when Suu Kyi has spoken on 
the issue, she has drawn criticism. In a 
September speech, her first public com-
ments after the current crisis began, she 
asked for patience from the international 
community and suggested the refugees 
were partly responsible, saying more 
than half  of  the Rohingya villages had 
not been destroyed by the violence.

Suu Kyi faces a potential domestic 
backlash if  she speaks on behalf  of  the 
Rohingya, who have been the target of  
anti- Muslim rhetoric. 

Many people agree with the official 
government stance that there is no such 
ethnicity as Rohingya and that those in 
the country have illegally migrated from 
Bangladesh.

Though Rohingya first arrived gen-
erations ago, they were stripped of  their 
citizenship in 1982, denying them almost 
all rights and rendering them stateless. 
They cannot travel freely, practice their 
religion, or work as teachers or doctors, 
and they have little access to medical 
care, food or education.

More on Page 5



Amur Falcons sighted in 
New Socünoma village
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Eco Club members of GMS, Socünoma, during the visit to Amur Falcon roosting area on November 1.

BJP senior functionary, Zandi Domta (centre), along with other officials and community leaders during the 
celebration of Chavang Kut in Lilen village on November 1.

Students of CMHSS during the tobacco awareness programme on 
November 2.

Citizens of Lower Officers’ Hill Colony (LOHC) filling the potholes and 
clearing the drainages during a social work on October 28.

Residents of Power House Colony and Haralu Colony are seen clearing 
the clogged drain during the joint mass social work on October 28. The 
colony residents cleared the drainage and main road which was not 
repaired by the government for the past many years.

Sedevikho, DC Kiphire, and the DTF members during the meeting on November 2.

DMC to organise social work
Dimapur Municipal Council (DMC) has informed all the 
residents under its jurisdiction that it would organise 
a mass social work every Saturday starting from 8 AM 
onwards in November in order to check the outbreak 
of dengue. DMC administrator, Moa Sangtam, has 
requested all the residents of Dimapur municipality area 
to completely remove/drain stagnant water within their 
respective house compounds from household utensils, 
flowerpots, drains etc during the social work. 

EKK to hold annual picnic
Emlotomi Kupshokulu Kohima (EKK) has announced 
to organise its 17th annual programme cum picnic on 
November 4 at Jubilee Memorial Hall, Jotsoma, at 10:30 
AM on the theme “Growth in unity” with Dr. Pihoto Khala, 
Director of Veterinary and Animal Husbandry Service, as 
the speaker. EKK president, Botovi Chishi has requested 
all the members and well wisher to attend the said 
programme positively.

DTHWF informs hostels
Dimapur Town Hostel Welfare Forum (DTHWF) has 
informed all the hostel proprietors within Dimapur, 
who are yet to register in the forum, to get themselves 
registered along with a xerox copy of their hostel 
eligibility certificate issued by the higher and technical 
education latest by November 10. This was stated in a 
joint release issued by the forum president, Purtoshi, and 
the secretary, Watisenla. 

DCCI informs members
Dimapur District Congress Committee (DCC) has informed 
all the official and party workers to attend the dedicatory 
programme of newly appointed DCC president and 
working president on November 4 at 11 a.m. at Congress 
Bhavan, opposite East Police Station, Dimapur. This was 
stated in a press release issued by Kikhevi Yethomi, DCC 
general secretary.

ECI appoints observer for Kohima 
In connection with the ongoing Special Summary Revision 
of Photo Electoral Roll, the Election Commission of 
India (ECI) has appointed Secretary to the Government 
of Nagaland, Alan Gonmai, as Observer for Kohima 
district. Any elector, political party representative etc., 
may contact the Observer on phone no. 9436434443 for 
any issues relating to the aforementioned exercise. This 
was informed by the Deputy Commissioner and District 
Election Officer, Kohima, Rajesh Soundararajan.

NewS iN BrieF

DC Kiphire urges to contain HIV infection

Monument erected in 
memory of freedom fighters 

Students sensitised on 
harmful effects of tobacco 

CRPO appeals to lift bandh

DC Dimapur notifies land owners 

CVC notifies on nomenclature

BJP Peren celebrates Chavang KutBJP Suruhuto  
elects new president Women Helpline: 181

DimApUR (STD CoDe: 03862)
Bethesda Ambulance Service                 9615053217, 9615520007
CIHSR 242555, 242533
Police Control Room 7085055050
Dimapur District Hospital 232224
Diphupar PS 7085055032
East PS 7085055030
Faith Hospital 248912, 9436004220
Fire Station (Chumu) 282777
Fire Station (Dimapur) 7085378850, 232201
GRPS 7085055031
Medziphema PS 7085055033
MH (Metro) Hospital 227930/231081
Mobile Unit Commander 7085055046
Nikos Hospital 248285, 232032
Niuland PS 7085088035
Sub-Urban PS 7085055036
Traffic Control -1 7085088038
Traffic Control -2 7085088039
West PS 7085055034
Women Cell 7085055037
Zion Hospital 231864, 224117, 227337

KoHimA (STD Code: 0370)
Bethel Nursing Home 2224202
Chiephobozou PS
Officer-in-Charge

8575045506
8575045516

Childline Kohima 1098
Chiephobozou PS
Officer-in-Charge

8575045506
8575045516

Fire Stations 2222952
IRCS Ambulance Service 2244350
Kezocha PS
Officer-in-Charge

8575045549
8575045538

Khuzama PS
Officer-in-Charge

8575045505
8575045515

NHAK 2222916
North PS
Officer-in-Charge

2222222, 8575045501
8575045510

Oking Hospital 2290080, 2290146
Police Control Room 100/2244279, 8575045500
South PS
Officer-in-Charge

2222111, 8575045502
8575045520

Tseminyu PS
Officer-in-Charge

8575045507
8575045517

Zubza PS
Officer-in-Charge

8575045508
8575045518

moKoKCHUnG (STD Code: 0369)
Chopper Service 8974151974/ 9615776811
Christian Hospital, Impur 2262214
Dr. Imkongliba Hospital 2226216/2226394
Faith Hospital Ambulance 9436004220, 9856051827
Fire Station 2226225
Hope Ambulance Service 8415827895/9856277674
Hotel Metsuben 8014587442/ 2226373
IRCS Ambulance Service 09402993002
Lifeline Ambulance 9436439707/ 9862447893
Mokokchung PS 1 2226241
Power House 2226221/2226293
Sewak Gate PS 2 2226213
Traffic Control 9485232691
Tuli Police Station 9485232693
Women Cell 9485232692
Woodland Nursing Home 2226263

WEaTHEr ForECasT In oTHEr DIsTrICTs 
Max Min DP rH rF

WoKHa 20.2 12.4 13.9 74 NIL
ZBT 22.7 16.6 20.3 95 NIL
Mon 27 15 14.2 88 NIL
TuEnsanG 19 16 17.3 89 NIL
MKG 25 18 18.6 81 NIL
PHEK 20.8 10.2 11.8 98 NIL
KIPHIrE 22.6 11 14.6 88 NIL

sECHÜ ZuBZa 22 13 15.9 70 NIL

TsEMInYu 21 13.8 16.8 79 NIL
JaLuKIE 23 13 19 83 NIL
ManGKoLEMBa 26.4 19 20.7 78 NIL
*Dew Point (DP) *Relative Humidity (RH) * Rainfall (RF)
Source: Department of Soil & Water Conservation, Nagaland 

Dimapur, Nov. 2 (EMN): Apart from 
Pangti in Wokha district, Amur falcon 
(Falco amurensis) was first sighted at 
New Socünoma village on October 29. 
The birds were sighted by a team from 
Nagaland Pollution Control Board 
(NPCB), which is also the State nodal 
agency for the National Green Corps 
Programme, during the visit to the 
area on November 1.

The Amur falcon (Falco amuren-
sis) is a small raptor of the falcon fam-
ily. It breeds in south-eastern Siberia 
and Northern China before migrating 
in large flocks across India and over 
the Arabian Sea to winter in Southern 

Africa. Their diet consists mainly of  
insects such as termites.

Every year in autumn during the 
months of  October and November, 
thousands of migrating Amur Falcons 
rest and roost in Nagaland before con-
tinuing their journey to South Africa. 

The team along with Zhabu Seyie, 
head teacher GMS, and Salew Seyie, 
village council chairman of  New 
Socünoma, observed the Amur Fal-
cons which were seen around the 
village and Medziphema town area 
as well. 

The school Eco Club and villagers 
are actively involved in the protection 

of the migratory birds and other wild-
life besides the Amur Falcons. 

The area is well connected and can 
be easily toured via Chumukedima – 
Jornapani (NH 29) – Chathe – New 
Socünoma – Medziphema (NH 29) 
and Medziphema (NH 29) – New 
Socünoma – Chathe – Jornapani 
(NH 29).

The best time for observing the 
birds is early in the morning or in the 
evening.

Meanwhile, visitors are directed 
not shoot the birds nor disturb them 
and not to dirty the place by throwing 
pet bottles/wrappers etc.

Dimapur, Nov. 2 (EMN): 
A monument in memory 
of the Indian freedom fight-
ers, who sacrificed their 
lives fighting for India’s 
freedom from the British 
imperialism, was erected 
at Latur city, Maharashtra.

The freedom fighters 
monument was inaugu-
rated in a grand function 
on September 17. A 10 

member delegation of  the 
All India Anti-Corruption 
Organisation Committee 
(AIACOC), Nagaland 
Unit, has participated in 
the inaugural function.

This was stated in a 
press release issued by R 
Sopu Angami, president of  
All India Anti-Corruption 
Organisation Committee, 
Nagaland Unit.

Dimapur, Nov. 2 (EMN): Stating that the name of  its 
village was wrongly pronounced, spelled and recorded 
as ‘Chumukedima,’ the village council chairman has de-
clared that the village should be known, called and identi-
fied as ‘Chümoukedima’ for all intent and purposes.

The council chairman, Razouvotuo Chatsu stated 
that name of  the village Chümoukedima originally and 
historically has a significant connotation and meaning in 
Angami Naga dialect. In this regard, he has reminded all 
concerned to use the corrected nomenclature for official 
record.

Dimapur, Nov. 2 (EMN): 
The 33 Suruhuto/ Asuto 
area constituency BJP, in 
its executive meeting was 
held on October 24 at Su-
ruhuto town, unanimous-
ly elected unanimously 
resolved the committee 
would elected Z Tokhevi 
Aye, vice president, as 
mandal president of  BJP 
33 Suruhuto with immedi-
ately effect.

The meeting was at-
tended by 33 Suruhuto 
mandal office bearers and 
presidents of  Kissan, Ma-
hila Morcha and Youth in-
cluding Shikuto, president 
BJP Zunheboto district. 

The 33 BJP mandal 
president, Z Tokhevi Aye, 
his speech, stated that the 
party has been working 
hard for development of  
the area and urged the 
party workers for enrol-
ment of  new member in 
the area. He encouraged 
the party workers to work 
to bring about positive de-
velopment in the area.

NSACS, also requested 
district initiative for HIV/
AIDS awareness at the vil-
lage level and also sought 
support from allied de-
partments for infected and 
affected families.

The meeting was at-
tended by Dr. C Tsent-
hungo Patton, CMO; Dr. 
Tinurenla, Deputy CMO; 
Dr. Khelito, DTO; Dr. 
Rebecca, DPO,RCH/UIP; 
Z Tsangkhuchu, CDPO; 

Kipitong, SIS Education 
department; L Meshu, SS, 
NST; TL Kheontsumong, 
DIS; Tsiatsiivi, DPO; Me-
donguno M Chasie, DMO; 
and K Supangmong, As-
sistant Professor.

Dimapur, Nov. 2 (EMN): 
BJP Peren division along 
with the Kuki community 
celebrated ‘Chavang Kut’ 
(post harvest festival) in 
Lilen village under Peren 
district on November 1.

Senior BJP function-
ary, Zandi Domta, graced 
the celebration as the chief  
guest. In his address, the 
chief guest called upon the 
people to unite in order to 
usher in peace and develop-
ment in the area.

The chief  guest also 
spoke on the political sce-
nario in the State and de-
clared to contest the ensuing 
general election on BJP 
ticket from 6 Tening As-
sembly COnstituency.

BJP Peren district presi-
dent, Huzantadbo Meriam, 
who also spoke on the oc-
casion, stated that BJP in 
Peren district is working 
hard to raise a BJP candi-
date as MLA in the coming 
general election.

The Kut committee 
member pronounced the 
vote of  thanks, while the 
benediction was said by the 
church secretary.

Later, the party workers 
along with the mandal and 
booth level committees held 
a meeting on the importance 
and necessity of booth level 
in all the villages. The meet-
ing discussed and resolved 
to work hard from grassroot 
level and strengthen the po-
sition of the BJP party.

Dimapur, Nov. 2 (EMN): 
Expressing concern over 
high rate of  HIV infec-
tions in the district, Depu-
ty Commissioner, Kiphire, 
Sedevikho Khro, called 
upon the medical profes-
sionals and every individ-
ual to spread awareness on 
the menace of  the disease.

The Deputy Commis-
sioner stated this during 
the meeting of  the Dis-
trict Task Force (DTF) on 
November 2 held in his 
office’s chamber.

The achievement dur-
ing the first round of  In-
tensified Mission Indrad-
hanush (IMI) in the district 
was presented wherein 
it was reported that 212 
children were immunised 
during the programme. 
The target beneficiaries 
were 0-2 years and preg-
nant mothers.

T s i a t s ü v i ,  D P O 

Dimapur, Nov. 2 (EMN): Normal life was affected along 
Chakhabama – Zunheboto Highway and Kohima – 
Chozuba via Kijumetuoma - Khusomi village following 
bandh called by Chozuba Range Taxi and Truck Union 
(CRTTU) from October 30 to November 1.

The bandh was called by Chozuba Range Taxi and 
Truck Union against the alleged failure of  the State gov-
ernment to maintain the road for several years. The union 
has also threatened to impose total bandh if  the govern-
ment fails to address the road condition within 20 days 
with effect from November 2.

Hundred of  taxis and trucks stayed off  the road in 
protest against the pathetic road condition which passed 
off  peacefully without any untoward incident.

In view the development, president of  Chozuba 
Range Public Organisation (CRPO) Puyoi Nyekha and 
the general secretary, Vesupra Luruo, have requested the 
concerned authority to look into the matter on priority in 
order to lift the bandh.

It further warned that the organisation would not be 
held responsible in the event of  any untoward incidents 
arising out of  the issue.

Dimapur, Nov. 2 (EMN): Deputy Commissioner, Di-
mapur, has notified that the phase-II compensation for 
the land, building and other items affected due to earth 
cutting/ construction of  4 laning of  National Highway 
29 from Patkai. Chumukedima bridge upto Piphema vil-
lage will be paid in the its office on November 15 from 10 
a.m. onwards.

All the landowners and beneficiaries from Kukido-
long, Jharnapani, Medziphema, Pherima, Piphema, and 
Tsiephama are asked to report for the same. The DC has 
also informed all chairmen/ Head GB and members of  
the concerned village councils to be present in person 
for identification of  landowners and beneficiaries during 
disbursal of  cheques of  their respective villages, failing 
which, payment shall be withheld. 

All the affected landowners and beneficiaries are 
directed to come in person alongwith the identity proof, 
bank passbook, passport photo (5 copies) etc.

Dimapur, Nov. 2 (EMN): 
National Tobacco Con-
trol Programme (NTCP), 
Phek, has conducted an 
awareness and sensitisation 
programme on the harmful 
effects of  tobacco at Chris-
tian Mission Higher Sec-
ondary School (CMHSS), 
Phek, on November 2 
with Dr. Reyosalu Lase 
Vizo, District Nodal Of-
ficer (NTCP) Phek, as the 
resource person. 

Through power point 
presentation, the resource 
person highlighted on the 
harmful effects of  tobacco 
and the harmful chemicals 
contain in tobacco which 
causes cancer and are dan-
gerous to health. 

She stated that most 
patients suffering from oral 
cancer have history of  to-

bacco consumption during 
adolescents. She added that 
tobacco is the single great-
est preventable cause of  
death in the world today. 

Presenting the tobacco 
statistics, Dr. Lase stated 
that Nagaland has the high-
est percentage of  consump-
tion of  smokeless tobacco 
and ranked second in to-
bacco consumption. 

The resource person 
called upon the students 
not to indulge in the habit 
of  consumption of  tobacco 
which is harmful to the 
body as it contains more 
than 7000 harmful chemi-
cals, several of  which can 
cause cancer. 

Leaflets on the harm-
ful effects of  tobacco were 
handed out to the partici-
pants. 
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Vikheho Swu speaking at the Nagaland Civil Secretariat at 
Kohima town on Nov. 2.

Rev. Neivotso Niekha and  Mezhusevi Zutso posing with the book.

State

‘Politicians are not corrupt, bureaucrats and contractors are’
Kandinu demands 
answers for delay in 
BDO office construction 

Workshop for journalists’ role 
against graft from Nov. 14

Book about revival released

Rival NPF youth wing hits out

Rio’s team is ‘at guilt,’ asserts rival members

EM Images

The central youth wing of  the 
NPF led by Neiphiu Rio has is-
sued a response to the rival group’s 
‘dharna.’ The youth wing, at the 
Legacy complex in Kohima town, 
issued a press release on Thursday 
wondering at the protestors ‘just 
sitting and listening to empty po-
litical discourses being hurled out 
by their few desperate masters.’

‘Perhaps one wonders as to 
how the people who are in dharma 
are managing their own individu-
als and domestic affairs when they 
have been wasting their valuable 
time and energy for many days 
together just sitting and listening 
to empty political discourses being 
hurled out by their few desperate 
masters,’ the press release stated. 

“No doubt the loses incur dur-
ing these wasted period are being 
compensated by their pay masters 
and the in dramatis personae 
continue to act out their role, it is 
for the Naga people to judge as to 
how far the dharma is justifiable in 
true legal and democratic sense.”

The press release asserted that 
the ongoing ‘sit-in’ which was 
‘purportedly organized by the so 
called NPF youth wing allegiance 
to former Chief  Minister Dr. 
Shürhozelie at New Secretariat 
is nothing but a sheer democratic 
contempt’ being enacted ‘by peo-
ple who refuse to come to reality 
and accept the truth.’ 

“Time and again, the facts 
of  the legal and democratic ap-
plications on the ongoing politi-
cal imbroglio has been explicitly 
expounded by several legal lumi-
naries and by persons attached 
with other institutions,” the youth 
wing stated. “However, it is quite 
unfortunate that the people loyal 
to former Chief  Minister Dr. 
Shurhozelie disdainfully refuses 

to accept the truth and still con-
tinues to justify their bogus claims 
through threat, intimidation and 
unsubstantiated political gim-
mickry through media.”
Yitachu flayed for warning  
of  violent recourse 
The NPF youth also condemned 
the statement of legislator Yitachu 
‘who warned of resorting to vio-
lence and chaos if  their demand 
were not met by the speaker and 
the governor.’

“Such libelous statement is 
detrimental to peaceful coexist-
ence and is totally uncalled for 
from a responsible leader like 
Mr. Yitachu,” the press release 
stated. ‘Also, the statement of the 
so called NPF youth wing loyal 
to Dr. Shurhozelie warning the 
governor of any eventuality in the 
event of later failure to meet their 
fake demand is quite condem-
nable as it has gone beyond the 
democratic and legal norm.’ 

The NPF youth wing has 
assured that ‘under no circum-
stances the truth will be allow to 
be defeated but we will steadfastly 
uphold and defend the sanctity 
of  the democratic set up in the 
state.’

The people in Liezietsu’s camp 
should realize that politics cannot 
be played base on lies and fake 
claim, the NPF youth stated. 

“Also, in politics threat and 
bully never works. Politics should 
be play base on the true demo-
cratic principle. In the light of the 
above, the NPF Youth Wing ap-
pealed to the people taking part in 
the dharna not to waste their time 
and energy but to called off and go 
home and let the law of the land 
take its own course of action,” the 
press release added. 

Sühülü Tünyi Shijoh with Küzholüzo (Azo) Nienü releasing 
her third Gospel music video album.

Cassettes  available @ Bible House Kohima , @ Christian 
Literature Centre Dimapur.

K- 1419

Our Correspondent
Kohima, Nov. 2 (EMN): Calling the TR Zeliang-
led government to be “unconstitutional,” a legisla-
tor with the Dr. Shurhozelie Liezietsu-led group 
of the Naga Peoples’ Front (NPF) has said that 
Zeliang has ‘made a mockery’ of the 6th Global 
Leadership Awards 2016 which was conferred   on 
him in Indonesia.

Speaking at the day-nine of the NPF protests 
on Nov. 2, Member of Legislative Assembly Y 
Vikheho Swu recalled that the chief  minister, 
then, was conferred the award ‘for having an 
“opposition-less” government’ in the 12th Naga-
land Legislative Assembly.

 “The 6th Global Leadership Awards be-
stowed on him stands tall, but now, he has con-
verted it into an unconstitutional government,” 
Swu said, maintaining that it was a ‘disgrace to 
the people of the state.’

Commenting on the Neiphiu Rio-led NPF 
reconciliation process, Swu ridiculed it wondering 
if they (Rio’s party) ‘know the actual meaning of  
reconciliation.’

 “They are at guilt. So they should admit their 
mistakes first if at all we are to reconcile,” he said. 
Reconciliation cannot be done just for the sake of  
political mileage, he asserted.

Swu, however, said that reconciliation was 
‘needed in Nagaland and within the party.’ He has 
emphasized on ‘the need for a genuine reconcilia-
tion’ following ‘proper process.’

Echoing the words of colleague and former 
minister Yitachu, Swu said that the Constitution 
of India ‘does not apply to Nagaland as the rule of  
law and justice is not applicable here in the state.’

“We will extend the dharna till the rule of law 
and justice is delivered,” he added.

Vice president of NPF central office bearers, 
Pusazo Lurhü, in his address, called the ‘rebelling 
MLAs and leaders’ as ‘ungrateful.’

 “Instead of  expressing thanks to the NPF 
president Dr. Shürhozelie Liezietsu, they have 
termed him as dictatorial and a power monger,” 
he said. “Who are those people who served him 
an ultimatum,” he questioned.

 “The 12th assembly is a shameful house. 
There has been no development, but only crisis 
one after the other,” Swu said.

 “Many things have gone against us. The 
governor cannot remain silent with this unconsti-
tutional government. And it is unfortunate that the 
NLA (Nagaland Legislative Assembly) speaker’s 

Dimapur, Nov. 2 (EMN): 
The Nagaland Press Asso-
ciation (NPA) will be con-
ducting a media workshop 
with the theme ‘Role of  
media against corruption’ 
on Nov. 13 and the 14th at 
Dimapur. 

Nitin Sethi, deputy edi-
tor of  Scroll.in will be the 
resource person for the 
two-day workshop, the as-
sociation informed in a 
press release issued by its 
General Secretary Along 
Longkumer. Scroll.in is an 
online portal describing 
itself  as an independent 
news, information, and 
entertainment venture. It 
aims to bring into sharp 
focus the most important 

political and cultural sto-
ries that are shaping con-
temporary India.

Details about the work-
shop were discussed at a 
meeting of  the NPA that 
was held at the Press Point 
in Dimapur on Nov. 2, it 
was informed. This media 
workshop is being organ-
ised by the NPA with sup-
port from the directorate 
of  Information & Public 
Relations, the press release 
stated.

Nitin Sethi has over 
the years come to focus 
his work on governance, 
political economy and de-
velopment, the press asso-
ciation stated. Starting his 
career as senior assistant 

editor at Down to Earth, 
a science and environment 
fortnightly, Nitin has gone 
on to work at the Times of  
India, The Hindu, Busi-
ness Standard and now 
at Scroll.in. He is also in-
volved in other professional 
engagements.

Currently he is guest 
faculty at the Indian Insti-
tute of  Mass Communica-
tion at New Delhi and a 
guest lecturer at Ashoka 
University.

All the journalists in 
the state are requested to 
confirm their participation 
either through their respec-
tive media house or Press 
club latest by Nov. 6, the 
press release added.

Dimapur, Nov. 2 (EMN): A community organisation in Tsem-
inyu subdivision, in Kohima district, has expressed displeasure 
at the government for failing to start construction of  an office 
for a block development officer (BDO) establishment in said 
area.

The Kandinu Public Union based in Kandinu of  Tseminyu 
issued a press release on Thursday stating the complaint which, 
it explained, was due to ‘vested play.’ 

The organisation declared: ‘The Kandinu Public Union 
is compelled to issue this statement on the NH-2 total bandh 
called between 31st October and 1st November 2017 at Kand-
inu area under Tseminyu subdivision. Even after almost five 
years since the foundation stone was laid, the construction for 
the BDO office at Chunlikha is yet to start due to vested play.’ 

The union stated that the foundation stone for the BDO of-
fice, Rural Development block at Chunlikha was dedicated by 
the NPF government during the time of  then Chief  Minister 
Neiphiu Rio on Feb. 29 2012. 

‘After years of  playing petty politics, work order for the 
same was finally issued in the month of  November 2016. But 
even after part-payment for the work was made to the con-
tractor, the RDD is still holding up the construction of  BDO 
office. Repeated reminders to the RDD by the villages under 
Chunlikha block to start work have been of  no avail,’ the press 
release stated. 
‘No minister, MLA or govt above people’

To make matters worse, the organisation stated further, “It is 
reported that the local MLA, also the parliamentary secretary, 
has in a self  styled manner sanctioned money from his own 
pocket and started constructing the BDO office at another site 
of  his own choice different from the foundation-laid site.”

“The question is, what action is the RDD going to take for 
the private construction? The KPU is of  the opinion that the 
private construction of  the BDO office at GHS compound, 
Chunlikha is illegal, arbitrary and violative (sic) of  the depart-
ment’s order and the work order issued and KPU will not accept 
it at any cost.”

No minister or member of  the legislative assembly is above 
the people nor is the government the private property of  elected 
MLAs, the union reminded. ‘Such anti-people activities shall 
not go unnoticed. As per the govt. decision of  2012 RDD 
should direct the contractor to start work immediately at the 
foundation laid stone site and the private construction for said 
office should be declared as illegal since it is illegal construc-
tion.’

The KPU has questioned why the RDD was silent on the 
issue ‘unless the department has an ulterior motive.’

The RDD department is directed to “spell out the proper 
reasons in the media for being a mute spectator.” If  any unto-
ward accidents happen, the press release added, ‘it is the sole 
responsibility of  RDD alone.’

office has turned to an in-law’s office,” Swu said 
adding that the ‘truth will prevail’ and the ‘judici-
ary will be rectified.’

Also, General Secretary Khrielezo Bio criti-
cised the present government for ‘not sticking to 
the rule of law.’

 “We don’t want this government. Our only 
desire is to let peace prevail in the Naga society,” 
Bio claimed. He hit out also at bureaucrats and 
contractors in the state whom he termed the ‘most 
corrupted people in the society. Indeed, politicians 
are not corrupt, but bureaucrats and contractors 
are the most corrupted ones.’

While lauding Liezietsu for his ‘long-term 
leadership,’ Bio termed Neiphiu Rio and TR Ze-
liang ‘novice in the field of politic’ and that they 
will ‘not be able to run a government even for a 
five-year term.’ “It is because they do not know 
the constitution and the policy programmes of a 
government,” Bio said.

Commenting on the Naga political issue, Bio 
said that ‘it will happen’ only if the Naga people 
‘unite as a whole.’

“Be it underground or the party (NPF), we 
have the same goal,” he added. 

Dimapur, Nov. 2 (EMN): 
A collection of  essays titled 
‘Pneuma: The Spirit of  
Revival’ written by Mezhu-
sevi Zutso and students of  
Kohima Bible College in 
honour of  a church leader, 
Rev. Neivotso Niekha, was 
released on Thursday by 
Rev. Vevozo Khamo, at 

the Nagaland Christian 
Revival Church, at Kohima 
town.

‘Pneuma’ explores is-
sues of  interest for Chris-
tian Revival Church (CRC) 
scholars, students and 
members, updates available 
on Thursday informed. The 
series will cover historical 

and biographical studies on 
the CRC, biblical studies on 
the spirit, spiritual gifts and 
CRC spirituality, and stud-
ies on CRC hermeneutics, 
theology and on revival 
and prophetic movements.

Mezhusevi Zutso said 
that the main purpose of  
the book was about the 
‘need for CRC theology 
because there is a dire need 
to creatively reflect on 
CRC dogma.’ Secondly,  
the writers wanted to hon-
our Rev. Neivotso Niekha 
and dedicated the book to 
him for his life and serving 
God and CRC community 
for 50 long years, it was 
informed.   

The first essay in the 
book is a short biography of  
Rev. Dr. Neivotso Niekha 
and how revival came to 
the family, and  about a 
man of  God, powerful 
preacher, eloquent orator, 
and advisor and ‘the man 
who rose from the dead,’ 
the updates stated.
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Six TMC MLAs who joined BJP in Tripura 
yet to get assembly recognition

One held in KA 
on attempt to rape

Former bureaucrat 
to head Meghalaya’s 
social audit panel

Assam Rifles troopers on tri-nation 
expedition to boost border ties

Assam MLA gets life threats after 
Rohingya comment, lodges FIR

BJP team to visit Tripura to study 
situation — Assam Minister

NPP will spring a surprise to oust 
Cong. in 2018 election — Kharlukhi 

NRC Seva Kendras will be provided security — Assam DGP

Manipur celebrates 69th IPR day

NF Railway informs

KAAC members meet Assam Gov.  

Agartala, Nov. 2 (IANS): Six 
Tripura legislators who joined the 
BJP after quitting the Trinamool 
Congress three months ago are 
yet to get recognition in the state 
assembly as BJP lawmakers 
though the assembly begins its 
last session before the polls on 
November 13.

The Left-ruled Tripura goes to 
polls in February next year. The 
five-year term of  the assembly 
will end on March 14. A brief  last 
session will begin on November 
13.

“The six legislators who joined 
the BJP on August 7 are yet to 
formally seek recognition as BJP 
MLAs. Now the scope to recognise 
them as BJP legislators is very 
limited as there is lack of time to 
do the necessary formalities for 
that,” Tripura Assembly Speaker 
Ramendra Chandra Debnath told 
IANS.

According to the Speaker, 
Tripura BJP President Biplab 
Kumar Deb wrote to him on 
September 20 requesting that the 

six legislators be recognised as BJP 
members. 

“In response, I wrote to him 
asking that the six legislators 
submit letters individually or 
collectively saying they have 
shifted allegiance from TMC to 
BJP,” said Debnath.

“After getting the letters from 
the six MLAs I will have to call 
them for a meeting and start 
the necessary procedure in this 
regard,” the Speaker explained.

Deb had  reques ted  the 
Speaker to recognise Diba 
Chandra Hrangkhawl, one of  
the six members and a veteran 
tribal leader, as leader of  the BJP 
group.

Led by Sudip Roy Barman, five 
lawmakers -- Ashish Kumar Saha, 
Biswa Bandhu Sen, Pranjit Singh 
Roy, Dilip Sarkar and Hrangkhawl 
-- accompanied by hundreds of  
former Trinamool Congress 
leaders and workers joined the 
BJP on August 7.

The six legislators, according 
to the Speaker, are still recognised 

as legislators of  the Trinamool 
Congress.

Political analyst Tapas Dey 
said the dispute in the BJP is over 
the leadership of  the legislators 
group, which has led to the delay 
in recognition of the six.

“BJP President Biplab Kumar 
Deb and the party’s observer Sunil 
Deodhar are not in favour of Sudip 
Roy Barman as leader of the BJP 
legislator’s group. They want to 
project Diba Chandra Hrangkhawl 
as BJP’s tribal face by making him 
the leader,” Dey told IANS.

Ashish Kumar Saha, one 
of  the six legislators who was 
formerly Tripura TMC president, 
said that Assam Finance and 
Health Minister Himanta Biswa 
Sarma who is on a two-day visit to 
the state would meet them to settle 
the issue.

Sarma, who is convener of the 
BJP-led anti-Congress alliance, 
North East Democratic Alliance 
(NEDA), has been playing a crucial 
role to boost the party ahead of the 
assembly elections.

Ve t e r a n  t r i b a l  l e a d e r 
Hrangkhawl, a former President 
of the state Congress, said after the 
Speaker accords him recognition, 
the BJP would be the main 
opposition group in the 60-member 
Assembly.

“We believe that the Speaker 
would complete the formalities 
very soon,” Hrangkhawl, former 
leader of the TMC legislator group, 
told IANS.

In the 60-member Assembly, 
the ruling Communist Party of  
India-Marxist (CPI-M)-led Left 
Front has 51 members and the 
Congress only three.

After recognition of  the six 
as BJP members, the Tripura 
Assembly will get its first saffron 
party members.

After the princely-ruled Tripura 
merged with the Indian Union 
on October 15, 1949, the “C” 
category state under the North 
Eastern Areas (Reorganisation) 
Act, 1971 -- along with Manipur 
and Meghalaya on January 21, 
1972 -- became a full-fledged state 

with a 60-member Assembly.
The six TMC legislators had 

in June last year resigned from 
the Congress and joined the TMC 
to protest the Congress’ electoral 
alliance with the Left for the 2016 
West Bengal elections.

They, along with rebel Congress 
legislator Ratanlal Nath, voted for 
National Democratic Alliance 
nominee Ram Nath Kovind in the 
presidential election on July 17.

Himanta Biswa Sarma, also 
a former Congress Minister who 
joined the BJP before the Assam 
elections, facilitated the TMC 
legislators’ entry into the party.

“Ratanlal Nath will also join 
the BJP soon,” a BJP leader told 
IANS on condition of anonymity.

The Congress has already 
served notice on Nath for anti-party 
activities. According to sources, he 
is likely to be expelled soon.

However, Nath has been 
evading queries about joining the 
BJP though he has met many of its 
state and central leaders in recent 
months.

Our Correspondent 
Diphu,  Nov. 2 (EMN): 
One Rajib Sangma (45) of  
Dhelapara village under 
Baithalangso Police station 
in West Karbi Anglong 
district has been booked for 
attempt to rape a school girl 
in the district.     

In regard to this issue, 
a press conference was 
organised by Karbi Anglong 
Women Justice Forum 
(KAWJF) at District Press 
Club of  Karbi Anglong 
(DPCKA) on Nov. 2.

Addressing the press 
conference Beulet Beypi,  
President KAWJF said that 
on Oct. 26, 2017 afternoon 
one Rajib Sangma (45) of  
Dhelapara,  Satgoan under 
Baithalangso Police station 
in West Karbi Anglong 
district attempted to rape one 
school going student while 
returning from school after 
her selection examination.

According to the report 
of  the victim, on  Oct. 26 
around 12 noon,  the girl was 
returning from school when 
the accused unknown and 
stranger to the girl followed 
her from behind in a bicycle.

As usual the girl was 
walking on her way, not 
known to the girl what was 
in store for her. The accused 
is said to have waited among 
the bushes when the girl 
reached the jungle side.

On seeing the g ir l 
nearing him, the man took 
her to the ground and forced 
her. 

The girl who escaped 
from the spot somehow 
narrated the incident and 
was reported to the nearest 
police station.

On hearing the incident, 
the family members of  the 
girl and the villagers rushed 
to the spot and caught the 
accused who was then 
beaten up. 

The accused is said to be 
admitted at Dongkamukam 
hospital for treatment, 
in for med the  women 
leaders.

In this regard, on 26 
Oct. 2017, a case has been 
registered at Baithalangso 
Police station, informed the 
women leaders during the 
press conference.

The women organisation 
as well as the victim’s 
family has demanded 
‘hang to death’ as capital 
punishment for the crime. 
The organisations voiced 
out they will not be silent 
until their demands are 
fulfilled. Inorder to stop 
rape cases in the society 
such punishments should be 
given, cried the villagers.

The women organisation 
further requested all the 
parents to take care of  
their children especially age 
between 9-19 years inroder 
to stay away from such 
unwelcoming incidents. 

T h e  w o m e n 
organisations of  Karbi 
Anglong condemned the 
heinous act of  the Rajib 
Sangma.

Shillong, Nov. 2 (PTI): 
Former bureaucrat Toki 
Blah has been appointed 
as the chairman of  Social 
Audit Council, a panel 
f o r m e d  b y  t h e  s t a t e 
l eg i s l a t ion  to  r ev iew 
government programmes 
during the course of  their 
implementation.

Chief  Minister Mukul 
Sangma, while appointing 
Blah as the head of the audit 
panel, said Meghalaya was 
the first state in the country 
to have this council.

“Meghalaya is the first 
state to have a Social Audit 
Act. This will empower 
people to audit government 
expenditure,” he said.

The state government 
had passed the Social Audit 
Bill in the last session of  the 
Assembly, following which 
the council was formed.

A l l  h e a d s  a n d 
secretaries of  government 
d e p a r t m e n t s,  d e p u t y 

c o m m i s s i o n e r s  a n d 
members of  prominent 
civil society organisations 
in the state would be a 
part of  the council, Blah 
said.

“The  new counc i l 
would mobilise public and 
civil societies to carry out 
concurrent audit of  all 
development works in the 
state. We hope to achieve 
g r e a t e r  t r a n s p a r e n c y 
and accountabi l i ty  in 
government services,” he 
told PTI.

The chief  minister said 
his wish to ensure overall 
development of  the state 
would come true with the 
formation of  this council. 

“Instead of  a carrying 
out a postmortem after 
t h e  i m p l e m e n t a t i o n 
of  a  project ,  the new 
council would help check 
irregularities during the 
course of  its execution,” 
Sangma said.

Agartala, Nov. 2 (IANS): 
Assam Rifles, India’s oldest 
central para-military force, 
is conducting a tri-nation 
motorcycle expedition 
involving India, Bangladesh 
and Myanmar to promote 
force-to-force and people-
to-people relations as part 
of  its 183rd Raising Day 
celebrations, an official said 
here.

The  2 ,150 -km  19 -
d ay  e x p e d i t i o n  w i l l 
cover Bangladesh and 
Myanmar besides India’s 
six northeastern states 
- -  Meghalaya, Assam, 
M a n i p u r,  N a g a l a n d , 
Mizoram and Tripura.

Officers and soldiers 
from Assam Rifles with 14 
motorcycles and support 
vehicles are participating in 
the event.

T h e  3 6 - m e m b e r 
team was f lagged of f  
from Meghalaya capital 
Shillong on October 30. 

It arrived in Agartala on 
Wednesday after covering 
several eastern districts of  
Bangladesh.

On Thursday, the teams 
left Agartala for southern 
Assam. After  touring 
Manipur and Nagaland, 
it will go to Myanmar 
via Mizoram and reach 
Shillong on November 17, 
an Assam Rifles official 
said.

T r i p u r a  C h i e f  
Minister Manik Sarkar, 
w h o  w e l c o m e d  t h e 
expedition team at an 
event on Wednesday night, 
appreciated the efforts of  
Assam Rifles in bringing 
bonhomie between the 
three neighbours, and also 
for playing a significant 
role in ensuring security 
and stability in India’s 
northeast.

With support from the 
high commissions and 
embassies of the respective 

countries, various other 
activities are being held, 
including offering homage 
at war memorials and 
graves of Indian soldiers on 
foreign soil enroute.

“ T h e y  w i l l  a l s o 
participate in cultural events 
and sightseeing in order 
to increase the interaction 
between the border guards 
of  the three nations,” the 
official added.

The expedition, while 
m ov i n g  t h r o u g h  t h e 
country, will interact with 
ex-servicemen and “Veer 
Naris” (brave women) at 
various stopover points. 
They will interact with 
students and youths to 
motivate them to join the 
armed forces, he said. 

He said the route has 
been designed to spread the 
message of peace, harmony 
and national integration 
across  the  s ta tes  and 
international border.

Guwahati, Nov. 2 (IANS): An 
MLA of the ruling BJP in Assam on 
Wednesday said he received two phone 
calls from abroad, wherein unidentified 
callers threatened him with death for 
commenting on the Rohingyas and 
Bengali-speaking Muslims, after which 
he lodged an FIR.

“I received two calls -- one from the 
United Kingdom, and the other from 
Philippines on Tuesday. The callers 
threatened me of  dire consequences 
if  I did not stop commenting on the 
influx of Rohingyas and on the Bengali-
speaking Muslims in Assam,” Hojai 

MLA Shiladitya Dev said.
He said following the threat calls, 

he got registered the case with Hojai 
police. 

Dev had earlier alleged that the 
Rohingyas from Myanmar have been 
entering the Barak Valley in Assam 
through Tripura and that Tripura’s Left 
Front government was pushing them 
into Assam for political mileage.

The Bharatiya Janata Party leader 
had also questioned the demand of  
Bengali-speaking Muslims of  Assam 
to be declared as original inhabitants 
of that state. 

Agartala, Nov. 2 (IANS): A BJP 
parliamentary team will visit 
Tripura on November 10 to get 
a feedback on the situation in the 
Left-ruled state, Assam Minister 
Himanta Biswa Sarma said on 
Thursday.

“The team wil l  gather 
feedback on the situation 
prevailing in Tripura and raised 
the matter in Parliament’s winter 
session,” Sarma told the media 
here.

“There is lawlessness in 
Tripura. CPI-M cadres are 
attacking BJP leaders and 
workers almost every day and 
police remain inactive on the 
government directions,” the BJP 
leader claimed.

He said the Bharatiya Janata 
Party wanted a CBI probe into 
the murder of Tripura’s television 
journalist Shantanu Bhowmik on 
September 20 but the government 
had set up a Special Investigation 
Team which he claimed was a ‘B’ 
team of  the ruling Communist 
Party of India-Marxist. 

Sarma, convener of the BJP-
led anti-Congress North East 
Democratic Alliance (NEDA), 
said BJP President Amit Shah 
will visit Tripura in December to 
boost the party’s campaign ahead 

of assembly elections in February 
2018.

He said over 60,000 posts 
were lying vacant in Tripura 
government departments while 
lakhs of  unemployed educated 
youths were seeking jobs.

He said the six erstwhile 
Trinamool Congress MLAs who 
joined the BJP on August 7 would 
act as BJP MLAs in the assembly 
session beginning November 
13 and that veteran tribal leader 
Diba Chandra Hrangkhwal had 
been chosen the party leader in 
the assembly.

The Minister said the BJP 
had formulated a strategy to 
avoid splitting anti-Left votes 
to ensure the defeat of  the Left 
Front in Tripura in Assembly 
polls. 

“Many problems, including 
the demand for a separate 
state by tribals, will be resolved 
automatically if  the BJP came 
to power in Tripura as we 
demonstrated in Manipur,” 
Sarma said. 

The Indigenous People’s 
Front of  Tripura has been 
demanding the new state which 
it wants to be carved out of areas 
falling under Tripura Tribal Areas 
Autonomous District Council. 

Shillong, Nov. 2 (PTI): Opposition 
National People s Party (NPP) today 
claimed it will “spring a surprise” to 
oust the Congress in the Meghalaya 
Assembly election next year. “We will 
spring a surprise to oust the ruling 
Congress and we are preparing our 
strategies for the upcoming elections,” 
NPP state president W R Kharlukhi 
told PTI here. He said, “The Congress 
itself is a losing horse and even their own 
MLAs are not betting on the party.” The 
NPP leader’s statement came in the 
wake of two senior Congress leaders - 

Deputy Chief Minister R C Laloo and 
Health Minister Roshan Warjri - saying 
that they would not contest the state 
Assembly elections next year.

The NPP president said the party 
would contest around 50 seats in the 
Assembly election next year. Meghalaya 
Assembly has a strength of 60 MLAs.

Kharlukhi said selection of  
candidates will strictly be on criteria 
of  win-ability factor and the party is 
unlikely to field any candidates in the 
four constituencies in the state capital 
in the absence of any such candidates. 

Guwahati, Nov. 2 (PTI): Assam 
Director General of Police, Mukesh 
Sahay today said security will be 
provided to the National Register 
of Citizens Seva Kendras during the 
publication of the draft NRC due in 
December.

“We are studying the situation 
and making plans to provide fixed 
security to the NRC Seva Kendras. 
We are trying to analyse the situation 
and sharing intelligence among the 
different security forces,” Sahay said 
at a press conference here.

Responding to queries about 
reports of  possible socio-political 
conflagration in the run-up to the 
publication of  the draft NRC, 
the DGP said, “It is an emerging 
dynamic situation and a strategy 
has been put in place for a quick 
response team. At this moment the 

situation is not sensitive”.
Asked if  the anti-insurgency 

Unified Command Structure in 
operation in the state would play a 
greater role in providing security, he 
said, “law and order is exclusively 
a subject of state police. Police will 
have to marshal law and order, 
which is a clear mandate of  state 
and state police and we will have to 
discharge our mandate”.

“But other foot prints are also 
important. The army can be asked 
to play a proactive role in the border 
areas.

The unified commands structure 
is there. Many security forces are 
working under it. .

. army, paramilitary forces and 
all sorts of Central forces are there”, 
Sahay said.

“A meeting of  the Unified 

Command Structure was held here 
recently and everyone was sensitised. 
Everyone agreed to put their best foot 
forward for smooth NRC process”.

On requisitioning additional 
central forces for providing security 
at the NRC Seva Kendras, the DGP 
said, “we have sought support 
depending on our need. We will 
request more if the need arises. The 
forces needed is being worked out 
depending on exigencies”.

He also informed that a high 
level interactive meeting was held in 
Guwahati today on NRC updation 
process with the participation of the 
Registrar General and Census and 
Commissioner of India, both state 
and Central Government officials, 
NRC State Coordinator, political 
parties and 39 stake holders.

Officials there assessed the 

situation and said the NRC process 
will take place as per law and no 
genuine Indian citizen needs to be 
apprehensive about being left out of  
the Register, Sahay said.

“All Indian citizens will be 
helped for their parental verification 
to establish their Indian citizenship. 
These meetings are being held to 
prevent law and order situations.

“Rumours are on to spread 
misinformation and mischief.

Any effort to take law and order 
into one’s hand by any quarter will 
not be allowed”, he added.

Sahay also informed that 
Additional Director General of  
Police Mukesh Agarwal has been 
appointed as the Nodal Officer for 
counter operations against social 
media and mainstream media 
reports on rumours.

Our Correspondent
Imphal, Nov. 2(EMN): Information and 
public relations Minister of  Manipur 
Thongam Biswajit said that the process 
for establishment of  Media park is about 
to complete and Press colony will also 
come up later.

Minister Biswajit was speaking as the 
chief  guest at the 69th Information and 
Public Relations Day observation at DIPR 
complex in Imphal on Wednesday.

He mentioned that the new DIPR 
building at Keishampat in the heart of  
Imphal will be completed as early as 
possible while informing that various 
programmes will be undertaken for welfare 
of  the journalist fraternity including the 
health assistance scheme.

Minister Biswajit who also holds 
Works and Power portfolio stated that 
the government is also trying hard for 
improvement of  the road condition and 
improvement of  power supply in the state. 
However, works could not be done well 
due to rainfall and time constraint, he 
stated. 

Government wants to show practically 
what is being done for the public. People’s 

reaction to what the government is doing 
is equally important, he added.

In his presidential speech, IPR 
Commissioner Radhakumar said that 
the role of  DIPR is very important and it 
could be considered as a two-way traffic. 
He said, it is not only to inform the public 
about the activities and achievement of  the 
government but to receive feedback from 
the public as well.

On the other hand, IPR Director 
Meghachandra Kongbam highlighted 
the depar tment’s  achievement  by 
launching facebook, twitter, youtube 
and even mobile apps. Wednesday’s 
observation not only remembers the 
first conceptualization of  government 
publicity but also gives a message to the 
masses that the state government has an 
organization responsible for dissemination 
of  information of  public interest. 

It was on this day in 1949 that a 
Publicity Office of  the Government of  
Manipur had been set up with late RK 
Maipaksana as its first Publicity Officer. 
As part of  the celebration a 3-day DIPR 
festival on government’s achievement was 
also opened.

Dimapur, Nov. 2 (EMN): 
The East Central Railway 
(ECR) has suspended 
movement of  trains over 
Barauni – Katihar and 
Narayanpur – Pasraha 
sections due to damage 
caused at railway bank. 
This was stated in a press 
release issued by Pranav 
Jyoti Sharma, Chief Public 
Relat ions  Off icer  NF 
Railway, Maligaon. 

As a result, the following 
trains is said to have been 
diverted, short terminated 
or cancelled
1.  15646 Guwahat i  – 

L o k m a n y a  T i l a k 
express will be diverted 
via Katihar-Purnia Jn-

Saharsa Jn-Mansi Jn 
section.

2. 12487 Jogbani – Anand 
Vihar express will be 
diverted via Katihar-
Purnia Jn-Saharsa Jn-
Mansi Jn section.

3. 13163 Sealdah – Saharsa 
express will be diverted 
via Katihar-Purnia Jn-
Saharsa Jn-Mansi Jn 
section.

4. 15713 / 15714 Katihar – 
Patna – Katihar express 
will be short terminated 
at Barauni and originate 
from Barauni today.

5 .  5 5 5 3 7  K a t i h a r  – 
Samastipur Jn passenger 
will remain cancelled 
today.

Our Correspondent 
Diphu, Nov. 2 (EMN):  
T h e  K a r b i  A n g l o n g 
Autonomous Counci l 
(KAAC) team led  by 
Chief  Executive Member 
(CEM) Tuliram Ronghang  
and accompanied by its 
Chairman Horensing Bey, 
EM’s, MAC’s and MLA’s 
met the new Governor of  
Assam (Sixth Schedule) 
J a g a d i s h  M u k h i  a t 

Rajbhawan, Guwahati, 
residence of  Governor of  
Assam on Thursday, Nov. 2.

During the discussions, 
salient points were apprised 
by CEM on immediate 
implementation of  Article 
244(A) of  the  Indian 
Constitution which is on 
Autonomous State to Karbi 
Anglong and Dima Hasao 
districts and to increase 
the release of  Annual 

budget to KAAC and direct 
funding from the Central 
Government.

CEM, Ronghang also 
highlighted the Governor 
that during the visit of  
Sarbananda Sanowal, 
Chief  Minister of  Assam 
on 2nd Karbi Anglong day 
celebration (August 7, 2016) 
at Guwahati had said that 
Karbi Anglong District is 
rich with natural beauty 

and organic abundant 
agriculture produce, due 
to which the district has a 
qualities to become global 
destination for agriculture 
and tourism. Basing on 
this Ronghang suggested 
Agriculture and Tourism 
can also be taken into due 
consideration for taking 
into mandatory steps for all 
round development in the 
entire district.
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Mukesh Ambani tops 
Forbes’ 2017 list of India’s 
100 richest tycoons

Tucano Vamuzo, Chief Judicial Magistrate and Secretary LDLSA, with the winners and participants of the 
essay writing competition on October 30.

LDLSA conducts essay writing competition Landowners in Wokha get 
notice to remove structures

Plastic banned for Hornbill festival

Dimapur, Nov. 2 (EMN): 
Longleng District Legal 
Services Authority (LD-
LSA) has conducted an 
essay competition on the 
topic ‘Child rights’ at 
Good Shepherd School, 
Longleng, on October 30.

Altogether 43 students 
from Classes VIII, IX and 

X have enthusiastically 
participated in the com-
petition. The first prize 
was bagged by Bonghau 
Phom of  Class IX, while 
the second prize was won 
by Pajia Sultana of  Class 
X and T Chingmei Phom 
of  Class X in the third 
place. 

The  winner s  were 
judged by Tucano Vamuzo, 
Chief  Judicial Magistrate 
and Secretary LDLSA. 
The winners were given 
cash prizes and certificates. 
All the participants were 
also given certificates.

Hamnyei Angh briefly 
highlighted on the topic.

Dimapur, Nov. 2 (EMN): The 
Kohima district administration 
has banned the use of  plastic 
during the Hornbill festival. 

The deputy commissioner 
of  Kohima, Rajesh Soundara-
rajan, has ordered the ban of  
the use of  plastic carry bags, 
plates, cups etc., of  ‘all micron 
size’ in view of  its damage to 
the environment; littering and 
‘difficulty in disposing plastic 
waste during the Hornbill Fes-
tival at the Kisama complex 
and Night Bazaar stalls at 
Traders Road and High school 
Junction. The areas will be a 

plastic-free zone, information 
on Thursday stated. 

The administration has 
further directed all government 
agencies, business groups, en-
trepreneurs, stall owners etc., 
to take note of  the order and 
make alternative arrangements 
for use of  bio-degradable ma-
terials including paper bags, 
plantain or areca nut leaf  plates 
etc., which are environment 
friendly. 

‘Defaulting groups’ or indi-
viduals will be dealt with as per 
relevant provisions of  the law, 
the order stated.

Wokha, Nov. 2 (EMN): The 
Wokha district administration 
has informed people whose 
land has been acquired and pay-
ment for damage compensation 
paid for widening works of  NH-
61 (2), 40/000 KM to 72/400 
KM under Wokha district, to 
remove all standing structures, 
buildings, plantations, crops, 
boulders etc within 30 days 
from the date of  issue of  this 
notice. It is for execution of  
the two-lane widening works, a 
notice from the deputy commis-
sioner stated on Thursday.

It has also informed that all 
the affected structure owners 
located between 72/400 KM to 

105/00 KM on NH-2 that sign-
ing an agreement for damaged 
compensation with the depart-
ment in concern will be ex-
ecuted on Nov. 6th at 10:00 am 
at the deputy commissioner’s 
conference hall in Wokha.

In this regard, the people 
in concern are informed to 
produce two copies of  latest 
passport photographs for the 
exercise. The list of  all affected 
owners of  structures will be 
displayed at the notice board of  
the office of  the deputy com-
missioner, it was informed. It 
is for further verification and 
authentication by the affected 
owners, it was informed.

New Delhi, Nov. 2 (IANS): With a 
net worth of  $38 billion, Reliance In-
dustries Ltd (RIL) chairman Mukesh 
Ambani has topped Forbes’ annual 
list of  India’s 100 richest tycoons 
of  2017, a statement said here on 
Thursday.

“Reliance Industries Ltd chair-
man Mukesh Ambani has topped 
Forbes’s annual list of  India’s 100 
richest tycoons, with a net worth of  
$38 billion. To put it in context, this 
is equal to the entire GDP of  the 
former Soviet republic of  Azerbai-
jan, as per World Bank Data 2016 
estimates,” the statement said.

Forbes India will release the 2017 
India Rich List by way of  a special 
issue that hits the stands on Novem-
ber 6, 2017.

The richest newcomer in the 
list is Wadia Group of  companies 
Chairman Nusli Wadia (No. 25, 
$5.6 billion).

At $19 billion, the net worth 
of  Wipro’s Azim Premji -- who 
jumped two places up over last year 
to become the second richest Indian 
on the list -- is almost equal to Af-
ghanistan’s GDP of $19.4 billion, the 
statement said.

The Hinduja family maintained 
the third position ($18.4 billion) in 

the list.
Last year’s second richest Indian, 

Dilip Shanghvi of  Sun Pharmaceu-
ticals (No. 9, $12.1 billion) is the 
biggest dollar loser on the list as his 
net worth fell by $4.8 billion.

“The Indian economy is still 
grappling with the impact of  demon-
etisation and GST. This makes The 
Forbes India Rich List 2017 edition 
special since it features those who 
have faced the challenges head on 
and continued to deliver phenom-
enal results. The list has come to 
stand as a testament to brand India 
and also puts many emerging suc-
cessful entrepreneurs on the global 
map,” said Forbes India CEO Joy 
Chakraborthy.

According to the list, the total 
wealth of  India’s top 100 billionaires, 
which stands at a whopping $479 
billion, is more than the country’s 
foreign exchange reserves estimated 
at $402.5 billion in September 2017.

The entry point to the list is at 
its highest ever, at $1.46 billion. Last 
year, the minimum amount required 
to make the list was $1.25 billion, 17 
percent lower than this year.

The aggregate wealth of  the top 
100 has risen 26 percent over last 
year.

Myanmar’s backers globally 
have also had to tread care-
fully, not wanting to under-
mine Suu Kyi’s weak civilian 
government at a time when 
the country is just emerging 
from decades of authoritar-
ian rule. Still, counties such 
as the U.S. have warned 
Myanmar about potential 
repercussions if  it doesn’t 
address the crisis, including 
the risk of attracting interna-
tional terrorists, scaring off  
investment, and ultimately 
stunting its transition to de-
mocracy.

The government said 
Tuesday that it is ready to 
repatriate Rohingya who 
had fled, but blamed Bangla-
desh for slowing the process. 
“We are ready to accept the 
refugees and to start a verifi-
cation and scrutiny process, 
but we have not reached an 
agreement with the Bang-
ladeshi authorities for repa-
triation,” said Zaw Htay, the 
government spokesman.

He said those who could 
prove they were residents of  
Myanmar would be allowed 
to return. 

Many Rohingya have no 
identity documents. Ali Hos-
sain, a top government ad-
ministrator in Bangladesh’s 
Cox’s Bazar district, said 
yesterday that Bangladesh is 
doing “more than enough” 
to help the refugees, and 
placed the blame for delays 
in the repatriation process 
on Myanmar. “Myanmar 
is talking about repatriation 
but more and more people 
are still being forced to come 
to Bangladesh,” he said.

“There is a situation in 
Myanmar. We know that, 
the whole world knows 
that.” 

“Bangladesh is not play-
ing any tricks here. We are 
doing our best,” he said.

From Page 1...

Suu Kyi visits...
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Unconditional

Finally the Centre has agreed for a negotiated settlement 
of  the Kashmir problem. Departing from its earlier 
stand the Centre has given free hand to the mediator so 
that he can talk to every stakeholder. The move effec-

tively means that talks are possible even with Huriyat, the sepa-
ratist organisation with which the Centre till recently was not 
willing to talk alleging that the organisation was pro-Pakistan. 
So far there is no positive response from the Huriyat side. But 
if  Kashmir observers are to be believed, Huriyat in near future 
may join the peace process. Will it be able to bring back perma-
nent peace in Kashmir?

Chances are remote because while initiating the peace proc-
ess the Centre has made a mistake by declaring that the talks 
will be under the purview of the Indian Constitution. Experi-
ences from North East clearly prove that conditional dialogues 
can never achieve the desired results. It is no gainsaying that 
success in a negotiated settlement depends on both sides’ eager-
ness to discuss the problem without any bindings. Results can 
be achieved when both sides feel free to express their opinion. 
Only then the gap between the two sides will become narrower. 
The decision to hold talks without any precondition with vari-
ous underground outfits in the North East including the Naga 
outfits stands as a testimony to this fact. Distrust has evapo-
rated. Peace has made a comeback. Though a lot of  things are 
yet to be done, unconditional dialogues have made it certain 
that no one is thinking of  picking up guns once again. 

In case of  Kashmir, the Centre has made this mistake.  This 
mistake can prove costly in future. Why should a side join a 
conditional peace process which is demanding separation from 
India? It will automatically raise a question mark about the 
stand that the organisation maintained for years. Moreover it 
will be clear that the side has given up its demand even before 
the negotiation started. Will any separatist organisation take 
the risk? So no matter with how many organisations one is talk-
ing to, peace will continue to elude Kashmir until and unless 
all guns are silenced through unconditional negotiations. We 
know that it is not easy for any government to take such a de-
cision. Here, it can be mentioned that the then Union Home 
Minister S. B. Chavan held 18 meetings before finally giving 
nod to unconditional dialogue with Naga outfits. Besides, one 
should remember that P. V. Narsimha Rao Government at any 
point during its five year tenure didn’t enjoy brute majority, as 
the Narendra Modi-led Government enjoys in the Lok Sabha 
at present. Yet the late Narsimha Rao showed enough courage 
to initiate dialogues with various Naga outfits without any con-
dition. So keeping national interest in mind, it will be better if  
Prime Minister Narendra Modi takes a leaf  out of  his predeces-
sor’s book and go ahead with talks without any precondition. 
On the other hand, one must remember that whatever stands 
the government takes, efforts from all concerned is required to 
bring back peace in the ‘Paradise on Earth.’ So no one should 
indulge in adopting a stubborn attitude. Remember, a conflict 
situation harms both the sides. There everyone is a looser. Thus 
to create a win-win situation for all, everyone should devote all 
energies to make the recent efforts of  the Centre successful. So 
that peace can make a comeback in Kashmir after years.

Winner of  the Hindu Prize 2015, 
Book of  the year 2017

Son of the Thundercloud by Dr. Easterine Kire 
is an allegorical novel set in a mystical land. A 
lone sojourner ‘Pele’ leaves his village because 

of a terrible famine that sweeps across the land. His 
journey takes to a village called “Villagers of weavers” 
believed to be a safe heaven. Though the story unfolds 
through the eyes of Pele, there are many other char-
acters who also serve as the author’s mouthpiece. The 
dominant ones are the three divine sisters, Kethonuo, 
Siedze and Mesanuo, and the protagonist Rhalie. The 
allegorical style adopted by the novelist fits in with 
the theme of the novel, which is the fulfillment of a 
prophecy. The old prophecy says that the son of the 
thundercloud will be born under miraculous circum-
stances and he will grow up to avenge his father and 
his seven brothers who were all killed by a ferocious 
tiger. The prophecy emphasizes that the son of the 
thundercloud will bring deliverance when he comes. 
The village is going through a great famine when the 
fulfillment of the prophecy begins. The plot is intri-
cately woven like a true weaver of stories. The novel 
is a story within a story. It has a calm soothing tone 
which makes it a relaxing read. It is rich with meta-
phors. One which re-establishes noteworthy universal 
truths that are echoed in statements like this:

“The trees and rocks are the sons of the earth. 
Take care of them and they will take care of you and 
your children” (Pg 46). This is an age-old truth about 

Son of the Thundercloud
Atseinuo Sekhose the deep connection humans share with nature which 

is beautifully interwoven in the story.
The author points out the problem that is affecting 

the village community. It is greater than the famine 
they are experiencing in the material world. It is the 
‘Famine of stories:’

“No, I’m talking about the famine of stories and 
songs. They killed all the storytellers who tried to tell 
them about the son of the Thundercloud. They killed 
hope,” said Mesanuo, one of the more earthly sisters 
(Pg 48).

It is a reference to the prophets in the Old Testa-
ment who were killed one by one even as they proph-
esized about the coming of the Christ- child who 
would deliver the world from evil. When people stop 
the true stories from being told, they take away hope 
from the society.

The sad reality of our present Socio-political sce-
nario is also reflected in the words:

“…and the children who were too young to know 
grew up thinking that a river was supposed to be dry 
and sandy and filled with rocks” (Pg 55).

One can read the words ‘children’, ‘river’, ‘dry’ 
and’ rocks’ used in comparison to the present new 
generation of our time who have given in to the cor-
rupt ways of society and sadly accepted it unquestion-
ingly. The reason why the storytellers were killed can 
be found here:

“Because the people sought to be free whenever 
they heard the stories. Free of fear, free of shame and 
constant desire. Without the stories, people believed 
they were destined to suffer, and they allowed the 
dark ones to enslave their minds and fill them with 

fear and sorrow and despair until they died” (Pg 63)
There is a sad consequence to the killing of the 

story tellers:
“So the drought came as a result of the people 

rejecting the joyful stories and accepting the dark sto-
ries” (Pg 64)

The drought is not so much a physical drought, 
but a spiritual famine when the speakers of truth have 
all been killed. The novel does not dwell too long 
on melancholic matters but the reader is constantly 
directed in a hopeful manner with every turn of the 
page which inches closer to the resolution of the con-
flict. This was artfully done by the author who adopt-
ed the third person narrative; it is imbued with wise 
notable sayings which are therapeutic because of the 
sane philosophical voice of the author. The conflict in 
the novel is resolved by the only thing that surpasses 
any loss and hatred which is ‘love’. In the words of  
Kethonuo, “when we love someone, we don’t want to 
let them die, but when we love them very much, we 
don’t want them to suffer” (Pg 110).

This love points toward God’s love and sacrifice 
for humanity.

The allegorical elements, metaphors and paral-
lelism makes son of the Thundercloud a captivating 
reading experience, and you feel you are no longer 
reading fiction but are being confronted with reality in 
its stark naked truth and if  the readers find themselves 
in a state of disbelief, the author may be quoted again,

“People prefer to believe what is more plausible 
rather than what is miraculous” (Pg 116)

Son of the Thundercloud is a masterpiece worth 
reading. It stays with you long after you have read it.

God can do the most with what we think is least.

The first time I saw him, I cried. He looked like a perfect newborn 
asleep in his crib. But we knew he would never wake up. Not 
until he was in the arms of Jesus.

He clung to life for several months. Then his mother told us of his 
death in a heart-wrenching email. She wrote of “that deep, deep pain 
that groans inside you.” Then she said, “How deeply God carved His 
work of love into our hearts through that little life! What a powerful 
life it was!”

Powerful? How could she say that?
This family’s precious little boy showed them—and us—that we 

must depend on God for everything. Especially when things go hor-
ribly wrong! The hard yet comforting truth is that God meets us in our 
pain. He knows the grief of losing a Son.

In our deepest pain, we turn to the songs of David because 
he writes out of his own grief. “How long must I wrestle with my 
thoughts and day after day have sorrow in my heart?” he asked (Ps. 
13:2). “Give light to my eyes, or I will sleep in death” (v. 3). Yet David 
could give his biggest questions to God. “But I trust in your unfailing 
love; my heart rejoices in your salvation” (v. 5).

Only God can bring ultimate significance to our most tragic events.
Where do I turn when a crisis hits me? Do I ever get angry with 
God when facing grief and loss? Am I afraid to share my true 

emotions with Him? Have I ever asked God for His peace?

Powerful Baby

DAILY
PATH

BIBLE READ:   PSALM 13
THOUGHT FOR TODAY:

How long, Lord? Will you forget me forever? . . . But I 
trust in your unfailing love. 

~  Psalm 13:1, 5

Nagaland for quite a long time 
has been plundered with 
inefficiency in governance 
which has gravely affected 

our society. Unethical and unlawful af-
fairs in the functioning of  governmen-
tal departments have been rampant 
with no sign of  deceleration. Without a 
doubt, the department of  school educa-
tion dominates the list. However, now 
the parents whose children are admit-
ted in government schools can heave a 
sigh of  relief. The directorate of  school 
education’s order of  detachment/ re-
deployment to all the teachers to their 
actual postings is highly commendable, 

provided it is put into force. As far as 
I know, those teachers were legally ap-
pointed by the government so as to im-
part education which is a guaranteed 
fundamental right. And the absence of  
teachers deprive the children of  their 
rights, but for reasons best known to 
them, those teachers with the bless-
ings of  big shots decided to attach their 
posting to a “Do not touch me Zone” 
which is unjustifiable.

It is quite amusing to observe that 
most government teachers admit their 

children in the best private schools 
available with all resources and want 
their children to be fed with all the so-
phisticated knowledge. But sadly, when 
it comes to the part in executing their 
duties, they begin to juggle the lives 
of  those innocent children or in some 
other case self-appointing as School 
inspector, more irregular then a col-
lege student who usually bunks classes 
. Whereby, in the process our society is 
victimised.

It was long overdue nevertheless 

the responsible department seems to 
have woken up from its heavy sleep 
and while at it, the other bigger issue 
that needs to be tackled is the distilla-
tion of  proxy and legally appointed 
teachers and uprooting the practice of  
proxy through effective mechanism by 
the responsible authority which is oth-
erwise severely stagnating the system 
of education in government sector also 
resulting in poor results. 

Therefore, it is with great hope that 
with genuine responsible person in the 
decision making chair this unjust prac-
tices are repressed.

Toino Awomi

Naga solution has indeed created a fear psy-
chosis among all our neighbouring states, 
composed of  diverse ethnic groups, as 
visible from the media reports. Even the 

Chief  interlocutor has given assurance stating that 
Naga Solution will not disturb the territorial integrity 
of  other states in the region. This is further cement-
ed by public statements made  by chief  Ministers of  
other Northeastern States that they will not concede 
an inch of  their territory. Ironically, even the Nagas 
inhabiting the four Northeastern states are divided 
on the issues of  integration. The ball is now in the 
courts of  Naga Nationalist leaders partaking in dia-
logue with the Union Government of  India (GoI). 
Certainly, in this matter, Nagas can do better if  they 
can gain solid support from the ethnic groups of  our 
neighbouring states. In politics, be at the national or 
international level, nothing can be achieved in the ab-
sence of  alliance.

At the same time, the GoI as always will continue 
to play its policy of  appeasement in dealing with the 
different parties and they would succeed again by fol-
lowing the policy of  ‘not hurting sentiments of  other 
ethnic groups.’ Concomitantly, the GOI will devise 
another scheme of  delaying tactics with the divided 
Nagas to delay the implementation of  impending 
accord after seeing the emotions of  the people calm 
down and their attentions return to their day-to-day 
life as earlier (Psychologists are not wrong to main-
tain that people get accustomed to any situation if  
they continue for an extensive duration of  time as 
these become part of  peoples’ daily lives. Hence, peo-
ple do not bother much about any changes—be politi-
cal or social). This is exactly what’s happening with 
the Nagas.

Nagas, especially in the pro-integration camp, 
cannot afford to forget that the then Prime Minis-
ter, Indira Gandhi led GoI, accepted Late Rungsung 
Suisa’s proposal of  bringing all the Nagas under one 
administration with certain conditions with regard 
to external affairs.  Late Indira Gandhi also agreed 
to such proposal as she wanted to put a logical end 
to the movement. However, what happened next is 
history. 

The pro-Naga integration camp can still turn 
things to their advantage if  they understand first the 
rise of  anti-integration camp within the Nagas from 
the time Naga people were placed under separate 
administrative authorities leading to the creation of  
full fledged states in Northeast region of  present In-
dia.  It’s time the Naga leaders initiate a real peaceful 
Re-unification process in all the four states. If  people 
truly desire integration, then a non-violent peoples’ 
movement (not led by armed groups), similar to the 
ones in Telangana, is the only viable way forward. 
Naga integration will remain only a demand on pa-
per unless unified Nagas rethink on the question of  
Naga Integration issues by finding out the percent-
age of  people who favour or do not favour integration 
and decide accordingly. The integration issues have 
put Nagas living in Manipur, Arunachal Pradesh, 
and Assam in a limbo about their own status that any 
further stalemate on this issue will further complicate 
issues among the Nagas. 

According to me, one of  the reasons why we are 
divided on integration is as follows:

Narrow Sectarian Tribalism and its Effects: 
The definition of  ‘Narrow Sectarian Tribalism’ 

with special reference to Naga tribes in simple terms 
mean, “the sectarian policies that emerges from the 
thoughts and actions of  narrow-minded tribes full of  
low cunningness with the sole aim of keeping their 
tribe separate and unique and, at the same time, take 
the name of  ‘Naga’ as identity for their own benefits.”

The  collective leaders from different tribes who 
started political movements  to establish an independ-
ent Naga Nation-State bringing all the Nagas living 
in the British-administered zone of  Northeast region 
of  India including Nagas living in Myanmar,  failed 

considerably on their part to foresee that the Narrow 
Sectarian Tribalism of the shortsighted intellectuals 
as well as lack of  political consciousness of  the com-
mon Nagas that would one day destroy not only the 
dreams of  independent nation-state, but also damage 
the relationships between the various Naga tribes. 
Relationships started to strain as parochial tribalistic 
thoughts that emerged from the human minds were 
transformed into actions. As a result, ‘tribe first poli-
tics’ in place of  Naga First politics’ took over Naga 
politics also Nagas of  this and that states started to 
pop up to further divide the already divided Nagas 
along geographical lines; thereby, undermining the 
Naga identity and sidelining its political movement.

Narrow sectarian tribalism is largely a product of  
history, habits, customs, culture, traditions, languag-
es, and low cunningness of  every tribe and religion 
of  the Nagas. These are further augmented by the 
present practices of  groupism among different tribes 
with an understanding to rotate leadership post only 
among themselves and dominate the domestic poli-
tics indefinitely. In this matter, non-Naga writers fail 
to understand such nuances; while most Naga intel-
lectuals choose not to systematically understand and 
remedy such matters of  concerns.

 An interesting development one observes is that 
outside the Nagas inhabited states, the younger gener-
ations seem to be united as visible from the students’ 
activism. However, at home, exactly the opposite is 
the case. In this matter, no single tribe is free from 
blame since each tribe wants to preserve its own iden-
tity, supremacy, and legacy at the expense of  the oth-
er. Also, we never condemn the abuse of  power com-
mitted by leaders from one’s tribe; rather we blindly 
support him as he is from our tribe. Incompetency 
should not be rewarded with blind loyalty in the first 
place. Great nations of  today are great because ‘the 
people’ never reward incompetency with blind loy-
alty. Naga nationalists, on the other hand, including 
the politically blind and economically weak people 
are doing the opposite.

Furthermore, primitive tribe’s ideologies accom-
panied by its low cunningness have no place in nation-
state politics.  If  tribes cannot compromise its tribe’s 
identity at all, the best option is to remain quiet and 
be under the schedule tribe category attached with 
rights and privileges/quota guaranteed by the consti-
tution of  India and slowly learn to avoid dreaming 
or talking of  Naga nationalism. The preservation of  
present tribe recognition/category system introduced 
by GoI will further divide the already divided Nagas 
to a point of  no return. We like to talk about a nation-
state, but we cannot think beyond the Schedule Tribe 
recognition by GoI.

If  the Naga Nation is indeed a nation in a real 
sense, recognition of  tribes by British administrative 
authority or by the present GoI won’t bother Naga 
people in the first place. But Alas! politically blind 
and shortsighted people claiming to be pure/more 
Nagas by basing their purity or ‘Naga-ness’ on Brit-
ish administrative records is a direct insult to the idea 
of  Naga Nationalism. Naga Nation ceases to exist 
as a nation if  it chooses to prove its ‘Naga identity’ 
by solely taking British administrative records (and 
not the common history and cultural affinity) as ‘the 
proof ’ of  their existence, their identity. Such tragic ac-
tions occur largely due to shortsightedness, a product 
of  narrow sectarian tribalism, political blindness, and 
poor economic conditions of  the people coupled with 
the general lack of  concern to overcome such short-
comings.

The height of  irony is that even present Naga Na-
tionalist leaders, state politicians, young responsible 
people choose to ignore and not engage in healthy 
productive debates. Even the younger generation can-
not discuss nor deliberate on productive ideas; rather, 
they continue to thump their chest and chatter end-
lessly on ‘my tribe, your tribe, that tribe’ related topics.

To build prosperous Naga society, the primacy of  

tribal identities needs to be relaxed and controlled to 
some extent. By observing Nagas’ mentality, it is safe 
to say, Nagas may not get tired of  writing/speaking 
about Naga Nationalism 100-200 years from now. 
As long as narrow sectarian tribalism prevails, every 
word written or spoken on Naga Nationalism will be 
lost in the wind. In the meantime, GoI will continue 
to send funds to the state government, not bothering 
how the funds are allocated or utilized. In such an 
environment facilitated by a democratic form of gov-
ernment, the rich grow richer and the poor continue 
to die under the cruel merciless hands of  poverty.

For the sake of  building prosperous Naga soci-
ety, a unified consensus among the Naga tribes, ir-
respective of  territorial boundaries, is needed to es-
tablish Naga citizenship replacing the present tribe 
system. In case, Naga citizenship alone is promoted, 
Nagas will thrive politically and economically un-
der any given situations. But if  the present tribe sys-
tem continues, unhealthy tribal rivalries, unchecked 
abuse of  power by leaders, practices of  demanding 
more leadership post based on tribe’s populations 
and accusations-counter-accusations will continue 
to dominate. Under the present system, the more 
organized tribes will always eat up the larger piece 
of  the cake, while the rest go hungry. Since people 
never learn, such hateful system continues among 
our midst. The noble idea of  uplifting the weaker 
sections of  the society has no place in Naga moral 
dictionary. Best example, observe how the rich and 
powerful are the ruling class both at the over-ground 
and underground level. 

The present practice of  tribe representative system 
(federal system) will continue to permit tribalism to 
have significance even at the national level. Whether 
we’ve realized it or not, when we talk of  Naga Na-
tionalism, the talk is already at a National level, not at 
tribe level. Yet, the presence of  tribal politics reduces 
everything to a tribe level. Similarly, we do not sup-
port certain leaders because they belong to this or that 
tribe. A thought of  being dominated by another tribe 
still dominates our psyche. Even individuals occupy-
ing leadership posts commit a rampant abuse of  pow-
er acting as partial leaders, forcing common people to 
misinterpret the true meaning of  leadership. Such un-
productive thoughts and actions of  ours have forced 
people to witness so many failed talks with the GoI 
in the past, clashes and formations of  factions, and 
a depraved power struggle for leadership post—be it 
Nationalist movement or state politics—all at the ex-
pense of  the economically poor citizens.

Practically speaking, a majority of  our youths and 
average Nagas have no political consciousness; nor 
do they have a problem assimilating with any society, 
as visible from what is happening today. At the same 
time, they are bored and disgusted with violence, 
factionalism, repeated abuse of  power, extortion, 
taxations, and lack of  basic infrastructure. They want 
only good paying jobs and an appropriate amount of  
entertainment in their life. Under such ground real-
ity, integration seems to be a herculean task. Yet, the 
presence of  people with herculean character might 
accomplish such a task. It depends.

 “There is no time limit to make history, histories 
are made and forgotten. Histories are also made when 
people with intelligence achieve what seems impos-
sible in the eyes of  ordinary human beings.” So far 
the theory of  Naga Nation-state has not materialized 
and will never materialize as long as Nagas remain 
a slave to “Narrow Sectarian Tribalism” and follow 
‘my tribe-first’ politics instead of  Naga First politics. 
Narrow sectarian tribalism has not only pitted us 
against each other, but also against neighbouring eth-
nic groups. This has placed us in a more difficult po-
sition to achieve our goals. Believers of  ‘Nagas-First’ 
should be aware of  relevant factors harming the Naga 
aspirations.

Pakinrichapbo
Dimapur

A Glimmer of Hope

Why Nagas are Divided on Integration Issues: Part- I
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ARIES (MAR 21 - APR 19): Plans to get 
together with friends tonight could be de-
layed by responsibilities. It won’t stop you 
but it will mean getting together a little 

later. Someone close to you might feel a little down 
and seek a sympathetic ear. Try to get this person 
to forget his or her insecurities and see the situation 
as it is.

TAURUS (APR 20 - MAY 20): You might 
have to work just a little harder to make money 
now. This might involve putting in extra time 
on a task, or it could simply mean that you 

have to make a few extra trips to the bank. Artistic in-
sights might not be coming as profusely as usual, but this 
is all right. Relax and let things be, and the ideas will start 
coming again.

GEMINI (MAY 21 - JUN 21): A delay in re-
ceiving acknowledgment of  some sort could 
happen today. This might be disappointing, but 
don’t let it get you down. You’ll receive it, just 

maybe not on time! This isn’t a good day to execute any 
legal contracts or start a vacation. It’s a great day to take 
care of  mundane tasks. Get busy!

CANCER (JUN 22 - JUL 22): Depressing 
news about the state of  the world economy or 
stock market could have you feeling gloomy 
and wondering about your financial future. 

Don’t worry. The world economy is in pretty good shape 
and you should be, too. Equity in property investments 
could be down, but they should recover shortly. Go with 
the flow and don’t believe everything you read or hear.

LEO (JUL 23 - AUG 22): A close friend or 
romantic partner might not seem communica-
tive today and you might wonder whether this 
person still cares for you. He or she is experienc-

ing a few difficulties, perhaps involving money, and so isn’t 
particularly good company. Listen if  your friend wants to 
talk, but otherwise just be there. That’s what is important 
anyway.

VIRGO (AUG 23 - SEP 22): Do you have a 
garden or some houseplants that seem a little 
droopy? Don’t worry about whether or not 
they’re all going to die. Revive them! You might 

feel that some things are more trouble than they’re worth. 
Give yourself  space to be gloomy for a while and then perk 
yourself  up. Buy yourself  a present.

LIBRA (SEP 23 - OCT 22): Today close 
friends, a love partner, or children may appear 
to be in a quiet, melancholy mood. You might 
wonder if  you’ve done something to cause it, 

but it probably has very little to do with you, if  anything. 
Responsibilities could be weighing on everyone, including 
you. The only answer is to pitch in and take care of  busi-
ness. Then treat yourselves afterward!

SCORPIO (OCT 23 - NOV 21): Home respon-
sibilities may increase markedly today, leaving 
you feeling like you’re the only member of  the 
household getting anything done. You might 

give in to gloom, but don’t dwell on it for too long. You will 
feel a lot better if  you pitch in and take care of  whatever 
needs to be done and then treat yourself  by going out to 
celebrate. Go to a movie, or better yet, a concert.

SAGITTARIUS (NOV 22 - DEC 21): Hurry up 
and wait is today’s phrase. A visit from a close friend, 
love partner, or colleague might be delayed, perhaps 
because of something regarding money or possibly 

the arts. It keeps you trapped waiting, unable to go anywhere. 
At times like this, it’s best to distract yourself. Find something 
to do that engrosses you and the time will go by more quickly.

CAPRICORN (DEC 22 - JAN 19): You’ve 
been doing well financially. You want to do bet-
ter, but you might feel temporarily discouraged. 
It seems you have to keep working harder to 

keep up the pace. This is more the result of low biorhythms 
than any true assessment of your situation. Today you 
might have to work a little harder, but you’ll get the results 
you want. Tomorrow will then be easier on you.

AQUARIUS (JAN 20 - FEB 18): Today you 
might think you look awful and perhaps want to 
go out and change your whole look. Buy some 
new clothes and go for a workout. Even though 

you probably look pretty good, these activities make you 
feel good and increase your self-confidence. Your self-im-
age is proportionate to your state of  mind. You might just 
feel a bit down now.

PISCES (FEB 19 - MAR 20): Today you might 
feel unloved even though there’s no real reason 
for it. Your relationships should be pretty strong, 
but your biorhythms are down so you might be 

lacking in self-confidence. Phone a close friend and get to-
gether. Go shopping or to a movie and raise your spirits. 
By the end of  the day you’ll feel like your old self  again!

Today’s ASTRO-PREDICTION

The ‘Model Public Service Law’ was one of  
the items included in the President’s ad-
dress to Parliament on the 4th June 2009. 
The law is to cover functionaries provid-

ing important social services like education, health, 
rural development, etc., and commit them to their 
duties and for that purpose, legislative Department 
has attempted a tentative Bill titled the Public Serv-
ices (Protection and regulation) Bill. Enacted by 
the Parliament, the Public Services (Protection and 
Regulation) Act, 2009 shall come into force on such 
date as the Central Government/State Government 
may, by notification, appoint and different dates 
may be appointed for different provisions of  this 
Act. This Act is to secure right to all citizens in the 
matter of  public services provided by public author-
ities, facilitate transparency in the delivery of  such 
services and to protect their interests by specifying 
Public Service Performance Standards, establish a 
Central/ State Authority for effective management 
of  such public services and for matters connected 
therewith or incidental thereto. The common frame-
work of  the state legislation includes, granting of  
“right to public services”, which are to be provided 
to the public by the designated official within the 
stipulated time frame. The public services which are 
granted as a right are generally notified through Ga-
zette notification. Some of  the commonly provided 
public services, including issuing caste , birth, mar-
riage and domicile certificates, electric connections, 
voter’s card, ration cards, copies of  land records, etc. 
within the fixed time frame. On failure to provide 
the service by the designated officer, the aggrieved 
person can approach the First Appellate Authority/
Second appellate Authority. It can order the public 
servant to provide the needed service to the appli-
cant and can impose penalty on the designated of-

ficer for deficiency of  service without any reason-
able cause. The applicant may be compensated out 
of  the penalty imposed on the officer.

Every Citizen is entitled to hassle-free public 
services and redresses of  his grievances. According-
ly, the Right to Public Services Act represents the 
commitment of  the particular state towards stand-
ard, quality and time frame of  service delivery, 
grievances redressal mechanism, transparency and 
accountability. Right to Public Services legislation 
in India comprises statutory laws which guaran-
tee time-bound delivery of  various public services 
rendered to citizens and provides mechanism for 
punishing the errant public servant if  they are is de-
ficient in providing the stipulated services. Right to 
Service legislation ensures delivery of  time bound 
services to the public. If  the concerned officer fails 
to provide the service in time, he will have to pay a 
fine. Thus, it is aimed to reduce corruption among 
the government officials and to increase transpar-
ency and public accountability. Currently, public 
officials and civil servants are considered as one 
of  the troubled sections of  our society due to their 
slow and painful process in performing their duties. 
As a result, the common man, who is entitled to 
avail hassle-free public services and information 
thereof, has to face a lot of  problems and pay bribes 
to avail the needed public services. Therefore, the 
buzz against corruption is now matched by Right 
to services related initiatives by several govern-
ments to clean up the system.

Madhya Pradesh became the first state in In-
dia to enact Right to Service Act on 18th August 
2010. Several other states like Bihar, Delhi, Punjab, 
Rajasthan, Himachal Pradesh, Jharkhand, Karna-
taka, Chhattisgarh, J&K, Odisha, Assam, Gujarat, 
West Bengal, and Goa have introduced similar leg-

islations for effectuating the right to service to their 
citizen. In Bihar, services include police verifica-
tion report for passports(seven days); post-mortem 
report(three days); caste certificate(within a fort-
night), education, road transport, driving license, 
banking services, kisan credit card, ration card, 
FIR enquiry, health, food and civil supplies, social 
welfare and power, etc. The faults in electricity con-
nection will be set right within four hours. Now, 
the people will no longer need to run around of-
fices and grease the palms of  employees to get their 
work done after this act. The Govt. also intends to 
constitute a state public service delivery commis-
sion to achieve the objectives of  the act. Thus, this 
act makes government officials accountable and 
help the government weed out corruption from the 
grassroots level to the top. The Rajasthan govern-
ment has implemented the Rajasthan Guarantee 
Delivery of  Public Services Act, 2011 to ensure ef-
fective time-bound delivery of  108 services of  15 
major government departments with a provision of  
cash penalty for the offenders(Rs.250/- to Rs.500/- 
per day on undue delay). The Nagaland State Gov-
ernment is yet to enact the Right to Public Services 
Act/law “which is found to be very much applica-
ble to the state and to clean up the system to ensure 
smooth delivery of  services to the people and crack 
down on erring officials”. The Nagaland Voluntary 
Consumers’ Organisation (NVCO) had launched 
the Public Services Delivery campaign during the 
2016 Vigilance Awareness Week with an appeal to 
the State Government to introduce similar legisla-
tion for effective public services delivery to its citi-
zens in the state and would also curb corruption in 
the state government functionaries.

Kezhokhoto Savi 
President NVCO

Genomics and genetic analysis are the 
most effective ways to manage cancer, 
not only in India but also across the 
globe.

Hereditary cancers are seen in approximately 
10 per cent of  the Western population, with a 
higher incidence in India. Hereditary cancer has 
high prevalence in breast and ovarian cancer pa-
tients. We see a very strong shift in this trend, with 
an increased incidence of  cancer in India’s young-
er population. The section of  the population that 
is at risk of  hereditary cancer will certainly benefit 
from genetic analysis.

With genetic testing, we can understand the 
genetic profile of  the cancer. This knowledge leads 
to choice of  targeted drugs that are designed to 
counter the cellular functions of  the mutant pro-
teins. Patients on active chemotherapy regimens 
are reassured that they do have alternative direct-
ed treatments if  they do not respond to the ongo-
ing treatment regimen. In the long run, targeted 
therapeutics would replace generic chemotherapy.

There is a great potential for targeted therapeu-

tics. Cancer medicine, however, is evolving every 
day. There is much research and data to process 
and we still do not understand the full potential 
of  genetic analysis and the benefits of  targeted 
therapy based on the gene mutation. In such a sce-
nario, if  there is a targeted protein identified with 
effective medication available, then it would be 
better to treat the patient based on literature avail-
able after they have failed conventional treatment 
options.

New therapeutic drugs are being developed 
every year and their side effects are better control-
led. Even though the cost of  chemotherapy has 
drastically come down over time, targeted therapy 
has fewer side effects and causes lesser collateral 
damage to normal tissue. It is almost four to five 
times the cost of  current chemotherapy regimens. 
As time progresses and these medications become 
generic, they would replace chemotherapy in the 
long run.

Genetic analysis of  a tumour can support the 
choice of  therapy at the initial stages of  diagno-
sis as well as throughout the course of  treatment. 
Cancer cells can mutate (change) and be present 
as a disease in multiple variant forms. This essen-

tially means that we need a fresh “snapshot” of  
the genetic profile of  each patient’s cancer at every 
stage of  the disease. New target proteins are pro-
duced due to these mutations.

To introduce new drugs to target these chang-
es, an understanding of  the genetic profile of  a 
cancer -- quite like time-lapse photography to 
capture a sequence of  events -- is absolutely vital. 
Liquid biopsy is precisely the technique to use to 
achieve this.

The challenge in this setting is getting the pa-
tient to understand the concept in the first place 
and then accept the increasing cost with the recur-
ring tests. This process of  longitudinal cancer care 
with follow-up liquid biopsies is already the norm 
in the United States. It makes sense scientifically, 
and insurance companies cover the cost. In the 
long run, liquid biopsy-based personalised cancer 
therapy will become the norm in India as well.

(Dr. Gurdeep Sethi is Founder, Millennium Cancer 
Center, Gurugram. Dr. Sudhir Borgonha is Chief  
Medical Officer, Strand Life Sciences, Bengaluru. 

The views expressed are personal.  
They can be contacted at setgu@gssmcc.com  

and sudhir@strandls.com)

Public Services Delivery

Genetic Analyses Can Benefit Those at Risk of Hereditary Cancer 

Miranda Dyson and Philip Sexton | The Conversation

As expected, the first episode 
of Sir David Attenbor-
ough’s Blue Planet II has 
been greeted with raptur-

ous applause. But alongside the gasps 
of delight at the beauty of the natural 
world, the programme came with an 
urgent message for viewers which we 
can no longer afford to ignore.

Produced by the BBC’s Natural 
History Unit in partnership with the 
Open University, and narrated by the 
world’s favourite natural historian, the 
series revisits The Blue Planet after a 
gap of 16 years.

The series does what the BBC’s 
Natural History Unit does best – films 
the natural world in a fresh and com-
pelling way using the latest technol-
ogy. Blue Planet II allows the audience 
to get up close and personal to an array 
of extraordinary creatures that depend 
on and harness Earth’s vast oceans for 
their survival.

From the depths of the abyss 
where sunlight is absent and the pres-
sure immense, to the wild rapidly 
changing coast, viewers are introduced 
to a variety of habitats and privy to re-
markable behaviours, some of which 
have never been filmed before.

An ocean-going journey
The series is based around five 

ocean habitats, exploring the world 
of the animals that live there and the 
threats they face. There are many film-
ing firsts: the ingenious tusk fish which 
uses rocks as an anvil to smash clam 
shells; co-operative hunting between 

bottlenose dolphins and false killer 
whales; as well as a giant trevally fish 
that hunts terns by plucking them out 
of the air. All that and sealions hunt-
ing as a co-ordinated pack, driving 
60kg tuna into the shallows; as well as 
coral grouper and reef octopus hunt-
ing together and communicating using 
gestures – a behaviour usually associ-
ated with apes.

There are also behaviours that are 
new to science, such as an octopus that 
covers itself  with shells to create a suit 
of armour to deter predators and female 
cuttlefish that flash a white stripe to in-
dicate to amorous males an unwilling-
ness to mate. Some of these uncovered 
behaviours demonstrate an intelligence 
that has been vastly underestimated.

As academic consultants on the se-
ries, we were captivated by the footage 
that leads viewers into this largely unex-
plored world from the perspective of the 
creatures that live there, capturing fasci-
nating behaviour in exquisite detail.

But working on it also made us 
acutely aware how much humans and 
the planet stand to lose if  we fail to rec-
ognise and acknowledge the negative 
impact we are having on the oceans. 
And it is this awareness which makes 
the timing of Blue Planet II so impor-
tant. By revealing the awe-inspiring 
nature of the oceans in a way the au-
dience can connect with emotionally, 
Blue Planet II raises critical awareness 
of the immediate threats facing our 
oceans and underscores what we stand 
to lose by ignoring them.

The cost of  global warming and pollution
Scientific research now over-

whelmingly demonstrates that the 
ocean is changing. Sea surface tem-
peratures have increased, levels of dis-
solved oxygen are declining, sea water 
has become more acidic and food sup-
plies have declined. The consequences 
are uncertain in their details but the ra-
pidity and breadth of changes means 
that they will be profound.

Recent research suggests that more 
than half the world’s oceans could 
suffer these multiple effects of rising 
carbon dioxide level over the next 15 
years. By mid-century it is possible 
that more than 80% of oceans could 
be affected, forcing its inhabitants to 
migrate, adapt, or in some cases, face 
extinction.

It’s happening already. Huge 
swaths of coral reefs around the world 
have bleached in recent years, and 
two-thirds of Australia’s Great Bar-
rier Reef is affected by coral bleach-
ing. Seagrass meadows, kelp beds and 
mangrove forests are some of the most 
productive habitats on earth, storing 
vast amounts of carbon – but are also 
some of the most threatened. In 2015 
and 2016 the worst instance of man-
grove forest die-off ever recorded oc-
curred off the Australian coast.

And that is not all. The oceans are 
facing a major threat from pollution 
– by 2050 it is predicted that without 
significant action there will be more 
plastic in the oceans than fish. It is esti-
mated that between four and 12 metric 
tons of plastic makes its way into the 
oceans each year.

Nearly 700 marine species have 
been found entangled in plastic, and an 
increasing number – from microscopic 
plankton to whales – ingest it, com-
promising their ability to digest food, 
maintain body condition and give 
birth to healthy young. Persistent or-
ganic pollutants have been found 10km 
down in the Mariana trench, and are 
ingested by organisms that live there.

This is the more serious message 
that the series addresses alongside 
its spellbinding footage, particularly 
in the final episode that explores the 
struggle many species experience in 
the face of environmental change 
caused by humans.

But, there is also a message of  
hope. Now we understand more fully 
the consequences of our actions we 
can act to stop or at least slow them. 
Some of the initiatives aimed at miti-
gating the damage humans have inflict-
ed are highlighted in the final episode.

For example, overfishing in the 
1950s resulted in the collapse of Nor-
way’s herring stock, but better regula-
tion and scientific monitoring has led 
to a spectacular recovery in numbers. 
Today, there is enough herring for 
both humans and the hundreds of  
humpback whales and orcas that feed 
on them. Ultimately though, keeping 
our oceans healthy and functioning 
properly will require bold leadership, 
motivation and coordinated effort on 
a global scale.

As Sir David Attenborough suc-
cinctly puts it: “For the first time in 
500 million years, one species has the 
future in its hands.”

Blue Planet Academic Consultants on the Message that Humanity Cannot Afford to Ignore

Top 100 Defaulting Government Departments
Sl. Consumer # Name

Total 
Outstanding 

(Rs)
Address

1 53000006732 Marcofed Office. 91,01,014 Railway Gate. Dimapur. 00202w213 Dimapur 797112

2 53000007055 Women Hostel & Treasury 88,08,806 Training Institute Complex, Purana Bazar Dimapur 797112

3 Td-9, Bs-1, 
Bs-1a

Tuli Paper Mill 86,58,417 Tuli Paper Mill, Tuli

4 71000001582 16 Assam Rifles Camp 71,89,020 Old Ministers’ Hill Kohima 00402udu1 Kohima 797001

5 71000001580 16 Assam Rifles Camp 70,72,199 Old Ministers’ Hill Kohima 00402udu1 Kohima 797001

6 71000001577 16 Assam Rifles Camp 70,61,221 Old Ministers’ Hill Kohima 00402udu1 Kohima 797001

7 62000008902 Police House 68,11,913 1st Nap H [P] 3 01102q20a Dimapur 797103

8 63000002239 D.C.Office Complex 44,19,882 Chumukedima 011037105 Dimapur 797103

9 63000002240 D.C.Office Complex 44,19,882 Chumukedima 011037105 Dimapur 797103

10 63000002241 D.C.Office Complex 44,19,882 Chumukedima 011037105 Dimapur 797103

11 63000001814 Diphupar P.S Staff 38,71,382 Quarters, 4th Mile Diphupar-A Village Dimapur 797112

12 63000001815 Diphupar P.S Staff 38,71,382 Quarters, 4th Mile Diphupar-A Village 00212v22y Dimapur 797112

13 63000001816 Diphupar P.S Staff 38,71,382 Quarters, 4th Mile Diphupar-A Village 00212v22y Dimapur 797112

14 B1 Inter-State Power Supply 38,43,250 Inter-State Supply, Jessami, Phek

15 71000000888 Consultant Cum Medical 32,33,283 Superintending Civil Hospital 002027r Dimapur 797112

16 53000010666 Chairperson 25,29,957 Kohima Municipal Council 00403c101 Kohima 797001

17 71000000421 Fruit And Vegetables 25,15,002 Processing Plant, Viola Colony,Dimapur

18 53000010051 Chief Town Planner 24,53,041 High Mast Phq Junction 00401e12z Kohima 797001

19 71000000921 Mechanised Brick Plant 20,89,443 Tolovi Village Dimapur, 00207h106 Dimapur 797112

20 71000001571 District Telegraph Office 17,27,988 Kohima. 00403ddu1 Kohima 797001

21 53000010156 P.C.C.F. Office.(Forest) 17,07,910 Agri Colony. Kohima. 00402f20u Kohima 797001

22 71000001544 Telephone Exchange. 17,04,094 Old Minister Hill, Kohima. 00403jdu1 Kohima 797001

23 71000001574 District Telegraph Office 16,72,488 Kohima. 00403ddu1 Kohima 797001

24 71000000992 Dimapur District Cooperate 16,67,766 Milk Producers Union Ltd 7th Mile Model Village. Dimapur

25 71000001443 District Telegraph Office 16,61,839 Kohima. 00403ddu1 Kohima 797001

26 53000009126 Telegraph Office. 16,48,291 Opp:post Office Kohima Town. 00404141b Kohima 797001

27 71000001511 Secretary Home. 13,28,145 New Secretariate Complex Kohima. 004089du1 Kohima 797001

28 53000003828 Traffic Police Signal 13,25,499 DhubiNala Police Point Dimapur 00103m103 Dimapur 797112

29 54000073588 New Secretariate 12,77,652 Street Light Kohima. 004du1tmp Kohima 797001

30 53000003965 S.D.O.Pwd Mechanical 12,36,681 Pwd Colony Dimapur 00100a403 Dimapur 797112

31 63000001751 Crpf Camp 12,34,981 3rd Mile Artc Complex 00205k102 Dimapur 797112

32 63000001752 Crpf Camp 12,34,981 3rd Mile Artc Complex 00205k102 Dimapur 797112

33 63000001750 Crpf Camp 12,34,981 3rd Mile Artc Complex 00205k102 Dimapur 797112

34 63000000392 Deputy Commissioner OffIce 11,72,214 Dimapur Nagaland. 00300w111 Dimapur 797112

35 62000003352 Commissioner Of Excise 11,51,748 Residence, Supply Colony Dimapur: Nagaland.

36 53000010405 Dbs Court.(Admn.) 11,06,201 Kohima Nagaland. 004039105 Kohima 797001

37 54000005710 Sdo Agri Store P.B.Das 10,88,024 Bagan Road Lrc.Colony Dimapur 00103131d Dimapur 797112

38 53000009304 Govt.Of Nagaland 10,78,815 Vigilance Commisioner Office Upper P.R Hill Kohima 797001

39 53000009285 Govt.Of Nagaland 10,52,714 Vigilance Commisioner Office Upper P.R.Hill Kohima 797001

40 53000009307 Govt.Of Nag Aland 10,41,794 Vigilance Commisioner Office Upper P.R.Hill Kohima 797001

41 63000000390 Deputy Commissioner Office 9,25,148 Dimapur Nagaland. 00300w111 Dimapur 797112

42 53000010589 District Planning 9,21,587 Machinery Kohima : Nagaland 004041416 Kohima 797001

43 53000006237 Scert.Nagaland Kohima. 9,16,475 Govt.High.School Area. Kohima(Education) Kohima 797001

44 53000010664 Chairperson Kmc 9,07,493 Kohima Municipal Council 00403c101 Kohima 797001

45 71000000960 Agri Expo Complex 7,78,100 4th Mile 00215120x Dimapur 797112

46 71000000616 Crpf Camp, 7,76,458 Near Adc Court, Dimapur, Nagaland. Dimapur

47 63000000391 Deputy Commissioner Office 7,58,029 Dimapur Nagaland. 00300w111 Dimapur 797112

48 63000001539 Circuit House. 7,39,344 Walford Rajbari. Near Super Market. 00201a10h Dimapur 797112

49 71000000876 New Telephone Exchange 6,76,135 Behind Supper Market Dimapur 002012r Dimapur 797112

50 /1000000878 P.H.E.D. Water P/House 6,75,028 Full Nagarjan Dimapur 002018100 Dimapur 797112

51 /1000000617 Crpf Camp, 6,72,684 Near Adc Court, Dimapur,Nagaland. Dimapur 797112

52 63000000309 Coach Boys Hostel 6,57,265 (Edn.Deptt.) Stadium Lotha Colony 00302c217 Dimapur 797112

53 71000001644 Ispw Campus 6,50,200 New Sectt.Area Kohima ; Nagaland. 00407sdu1 Kohima 797001

54 63000001541 Circuit House. 6,36,160 Walford Rajbari. Near Super Market. 00201a10h Dimapur 797112

55 53000010197 Directorate Of Ipr 6,16,940 Main Town.Kohima.

56 71000000442 32 Assam Rilfe 6,12,542 Firing Range Colony Diphu Road Dimapur 003 Dimapur 797112

57 63000001540 Circuit House. 5,79,759 Walford Rajbari. Near Super Market. 00201a10h Dimapur 797112

58 71000001593 Deputy Commissioner 5,66,580 Office Building Kohima, Nagaland 004039du1  Kohima 797001 

59 53000010364 Assembly Secretary 5,30,879 Near Mla Hostel Kohima. 00403c104 Kohima 797001

60 53000009154 State Bank Of India 4,99,285 Bazar Branch P.R. Hill Kohima 00404c20n Kohima 797001

61 53000010705 State Bank Of India 4,99,285 Bazar Branch P.R. Hill Kohima 00404c20n Kohima 797001

62 53000009164 State Bank Of India 4,99,285 Bazar Branch P.R. Hill Kohima 00404c20n Kohima 797001

63 71000000618 Crpf Camp, 4,94,050 Near Adc Court, Dimapur, Nagaland. Dimapur 797112

64 71000001492 Capital Convention Hall 4,71,039 New Sectt.Area Kohima; Nagaland

65 63000000305 S.P.D.A 4,65,983 Stadium Dimapur Nagaland 00302c20x Dimapur 797112

66 63000000306 S.P.D.A 4,65,983 Si Adium Dimai’ur Nagaland 00302.C20x Dimapur 797112

67 71000001592 16 Assam Rifles Camp 4,62,975 Town Area KohIma 00400sdu1 Kohima 797001

68 71000001584 New Medical Directorate 4,62,600 New Secretariate Area Kohima. 00406idu1 Kohima 797001

69 63000001591 24th Assam Rifle 4,52,880 Purana Bazar Nr Dhansiri Bridge 002052201 Dimapur 797112

70 63000001589 24th Assam Rifle 4,44,960 Purana Bazar Nr Dhansiri Bridge 002052201 Dimapur 797112

71 63000001590 24th Assam Rifle 4,44,960 Purana Bazar Nr Dhansiri Bridge 002052201 Dimapur 797112

72 71000000647 P.W.D. Housing Complex 4,33,519 Sema Tilla Dimapur 001du1tmp Dimapur 797112

73 63000001879 9 Assam Rifles, 4,32,139 00214921k Dimapur 797112

74 63000001880 9 Assam Rifles, 4,32,139 00214921k Dimapur 797112

75 63000001881 9 Assam Rifles, 4,32,139 00214921k Dimapur 797112

76 53000010103 New Minist^Ghill 4,07,489 Sub Station Kohima 004du1tmp Kohima 797001

77 53000005569 State Bank Of India 3,99,573 Evening Branch Church Road 00104930h Dimapur 797112

78 53000005570 State Bank Of India 3,99,573 Evening Branch Church Road 00104930h Dimapur 797112

79 53000005571 State Bank Of India 3,99,573 Evening Branch Church Road 00104930h Dimapur 797112

80 63000000454 Crpf Camp Industrial 3,97,405 Estate Diphu Road Dimapur

81 71000000874 Power Grid Corporation 3,96,850 Of India Ltd Full Nagarjan Dimapur 797112

82 53000006254 Mental Hospital 3,91,469 Aradhura Hill.(Medical) 00401321y Kohima 797001

83 63000000308 Coach Boys Hostel 3,82,820 (Edn.Deptt.) Stadium Lotha Colony 00302c217 Dimapur 797112

84 53000008375 Commerce Dept. Nagala 3,72,105 Nd University. High S Chool Area. Kohima.

85 63000001289 Police Ranger Commondos 3,62,938 Nr Public College Burma Camp 00202w206 Dimapur 797112

86 72000000959 Functional Manager 3,59,991 Handloon Colony Half Nagarjan 00201q10v Dimapur 797112

87 71000001401 Kohima Market Complex 3,58,613 New Secretariate Area Kohima 00406bdu1 Kohima 797001

88 71000000441 32 Assam Rifle 3,51,987 Kashiram Basti Firing Range Dimapur Nagaland.

89 53000010480 Assembly Secy. 3,49,549 Near Mla Hostel Kohima. 00403c104 Kohima 797001

90 53000010200 D.I.S.Office. (Education) 3,47,839 D.BlocK.Kohima. 00404140a Kohima 797001

91 54000060097 Supply.Minister G/Room. 3,47,474 Old Minister Hill. Kohima.(Police) 00403u107 Kohima 797001

92 53000010003 Chief Town Planner 3,41,777 High Mast High School Junction 00401e12z Kohima 797001

93 53000010010 Chief Town Planner 3,41,777 High Mast Mla Hostel Junction 00401e12z Kohima 797001

94 53000010007 Chief Town Planner 3,41,776 High Mast Razhu Point 00401e12z Kohima 797001

95 53000010049 Chief Town Planner 3,41,775 High Mast Tcp Gate 00401e12z Kohima 797001

96 53000010055 Chief Town Planner 3,38,345 High Mast Tin Pati 00401e12z Kohima 797001

97 53000010759 Chief Town Planner 3,37,478 High Mast Main Town (N.S.T) 00401e12z Kohima 797001

98 53000009368 Crpf.(Police) 3,14,248 Lerie Colony.Kohima. 00401w101 Kohima 797001

99 71000001067 Ihsdp Urban Poor 3,12,450 Complex, Netaji Colony Urban Development Dept Dimapur

100 71000000433 Deputy General Manager 3,02,500 O/O Thf Gmtd,Dimapur Nagaland. Dimapur 797112

Total (Rs) 15,45,82,558
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NEWS IN BRIEF
Toxic tea kills four in Bihar
Patna, Nov. 2 (IANS): Four persons of a family died in 
a Bihar village on Thursday after consuming tea which 
was mistakenly laced with pesticide, police said. The 
incident took place in Noniya Tola village in Darbhanga 
district when pesticide meant for brinjal cultivation went 
into the tea, police officer Raj Narain Singh said. The 
dead included two children.

UP: Woman burnt alive for 
resisting rape
Badaun (UP), Nov. 2 (PTI): A 27-year-old woman was 
burnt alive allegedly by her brother-in-law at a village 
here after she resisted his attempt to rape her, the police 
said today. The incident took place last night when 
Neelam, a widow, was alone at her house in Labhari, 
they said, adding that she died on the spot. The police 
said that the woman’s father has lodged a complaint 
and a search has been launched to arrest the accused, 
Jitendra. He has been booked under relevant sections of  
the Indian Penal Code, they said.

Mulayam agrees to give voice 
sample in IPS officer threat case
Lucknow, Nov. 2 (IANS): Former Uttar Pradesh Chief  
Minister Mulayam Singh Yadav has finally agreed to 
provide his voice sample in the case filed by IPS officer 
Amitabh Thakur regarding an alleged threat given by 
him over mobile phone on July 10, 2015, police said on 
Thursday. Previously in his report submitted before the 
Chief  Judicial Magistrate, Lucknow, Mishra said that 
Mulayam Singh was not cooperating in the investigation. 
He said that he and his predecessor Awanish Mishra 
have sent notice to Mulayam Singh around dozen times 
through special messenger, registered post and Station 
Officer, Gautampalli but no one in his residence had 
received it so far.

Four-year-old boy dies after 
swallowing toy in snack pack
Amaravati, Nov. 2 (PTI): A miniature toy, kept in 
a snack pack to lure children into buying the packet, 
turned out to be fatal for a four-year-old boy who 
mistakenly swallowed it in Eluru town of  Andhra 
Pradesh’s West Godavari district. Meesala Nireekshan, 
who unsuspectingly chewed and swallowed the plastic 
toy along with tomato rings in the packet at his home 
in Eluru last evening, choked to death, a police official 
said today. The boy was immediately rushed to the 
government hospital where he was declared brought 
dead, he said. The boy’s parents later filed a police 
complaint with the Two Town Police against the snack 
manufacturer, he said.

UP children fall ill; Principal 
suspended, FIR against food supplier 
Bhadohi (UP), Nov. 2 (PTI): Nearly 100 children 
who were taken ill yesterday after eating biscuits at a 
residential school in Raya area here, today resumed 
classes, even as a team of doctors is keeping a constant 
watch on them. The school principal has been suspended 
and a case registered against the food supplier, District 
Magistrate Visakh G said. Chief medical officer (CMO) 
Satish Singh had said 45 children were in a serious 
condition, while the remaining 55 were kept under 
observation. All the children are in the age group of 10 
to 14 years, he said. The district magistrate added that 
action will also be initiated against the district social 
welfare officer, as complaints of  bad quality food had 
been coming for the past one year.

MP to bring Bill to award death 
penalty for heinous crimes 
against kids: Chouhan 
Bhopal, Nov. 2 (PTI): The Madhya Pradesh government 
will introduce Public Safety Bill in the upcoming winter 
session of  the state legislative assembly that seek to 
award death penalty to those committing heinous crime 
against children. Chief Minister Shivraj Singh Chouhan 
made this announcement here late last night while 
addressing a state-level function of  Madhya Pradesh 
foundation day. He also alleged that confusion is being 
created over Bhavantar Bhugtan Yojana (price deficit 
financing scheme), which seeks to compensate farmers 
when prices fall below the MSP.

Two held with 1.1 lakh US 
dollars at Kolkata airport
Kolkata, Nov. 2 (PTI): Two men bound for Singapore 
have been apprehended at the airport here for allegedly 
trying to smuggle out over one lakh US dollars 
clandestinely, the CISF said today. During the x-ray 
scanning of the baggages of the two, they said, a CISF 
officer detected suspicious images of  laptop charger-
like items and hence they were chosen for detailed 
frisking. “A total of USD 1,10,000 currency hidden in 
11 power adaptors were recovered from the baggage 
of the two passengers. The two have been handed over 
to the Customs authorities for further investigation,” 
CISF spokesperson Assistant Inspector General (AIG) 
Hemendra Singh said at its headquarter in Delhi. The 
value of the seized US dollars is over Rs 72.43 lakh.

Municipality commissioner 
caught taking bribe
Machilipatnam (AP), Nov. 2 (PTI): The Anti-
Corruption Bureau (ACB) today arrested N Pramod 
Kumar, the commissioner of  Gudivada Municipality 
in Krishna district, while accepting a bribe of Rs 1.10 
lakh in his office from a contractor, an official said. ACB 
Deputy Superintendent of Police SVV Prasad Rao told 
PTI that the commissioner had demanded over Rs one 
lakh for clearing the bills from a civic contractor. The 
bribe amount was later settled to Rs 1,10,000, he said. 
The contractor had approached the commissioner and 
lodged a complaint in this connection. Based on the 
complaint a trap was laid.

Militant killed, soldier injured in 
J&K gunfight
Srinagar, Nov. 2 (IANS): A militant was killed and a 
soldier critically injured in an ongoing gunfight between 
security forces and militants on Thursday in Jammu 
and Kashmir’s Pulwama district, police said. Police said 
security forces started a cordon and search operation in 
Samboora village near Pampore town in Pulwama on 
Thursday evening following intelligence inputs about 
the presence of militants there. “As the security forces 
closed on the hiding militants they were fired upon 
and retaliated, triggering the gunfight,” police said, 
adding two militants are reportedly hiding in the village. 
Exchange of fire was still on at 9 p.m., police said.

Unchahar power plant boiler blast toll rises to 29 says NTPC

Punjab unearths multi-crore scholarship scam

New Delhi,  Nov. 2 (PTI/
IANS): The toll in the massive 
explosion that ripped a boiler at 
NTPC’s Unchahar plant in Ut-
tar Pradesh’s Rae Bareli district 
yesterday has risen to 29, the 
state-run power giant said today. 

Yesterday, a boiler exploded 
in unit six of  the 1,550-megawatt 
(MW) plant.

The plant supplies power to 
nine states. The 500 MW unit-
6 is under complete shut down 
after the blast, the NTPC said.

Power Minister R K Singh 

visited the NTPC station in 
Unchahar early morning today 
and monitored the situation. 
UP Energy Minister Shrikant 
Sharma was with Singh, the 
statement said.

Congress leader Rahul Gan-
dhi, took a break from cam-
paigning in Gujarat and met the 
victims and their families.

The Union Power Minister 
also announced an ex-gratia 
amount of  Rs 20 lakh to the 
families of  the deceased, Rs 10 
lakh for the seriously injured and 

Rs 2 lakh to the other injured 
over and above the statutory 
compensation, it said.

The Power Minister met 
NTPC Chairman and Manag-
ing Director Gurdeep Singh and 
other senior officials and also 
visited the injured admitted in 
hospitals at Rai Bareilly and 
Lucknow today, it added.

The NTPC said that while 
Unit-6 of  the plant is under 
shutdown after the accident, 
the other units of  the station 
were operating normally it said 

adding that it is a system based 
organisation which follows best 
practices.

The NTPC expresses deep 
grief, support and condolences 
for the deceased workers who 
contributed towards providing 
24X7 power to all, it added.

NTPC blast: Modi an-
nounces ex-gratia of  Rs 2 
lakh each
Prime Minister Narendra Modi 
on Thursday announced an 
ex-gratia of  Rs 2 lakh each for 

the families of  the people who 
lost their lives in the NTPC 
boiler blast in Rae Bareli in 
Uttar Pradesh. Rs 50,000 was 
announced for each person in-
jured in the state-run National 
Thermal Power Corp plant blast 
on Wednesday. The announce-
ment was made by the Prime 
Minister’s Office in a tweet. 
Earlier, Uttar Pradesh Chief  
Minister Yogi Adityanath also 
announced ex gratia of  Rs 2 
lakh for the kin of  dead and Rs 
50,000 for the injured.

All unwelcome physical contacts 
not sexual harassment: Delhi HC

‘Employees can monitor sexual 
harassment complaints online’

N e w  D e l h i ,  N o v.  2 
(IANS): The Delhi High 
Court has ruled that not 
all unwelcome physical 
contacts can be catego-
rised as sexual harassment, 
unless it is in the nature 
of  “unwelcome sexually 
determined behaviour”.

Dismissing an appeal 
by a woman employee 
who accused one of  her 
colleagues at the Council 
of  Scientific and Indus-
trial Research (CSIR) of  
sexual harassment, the 
court upheld a decision of  
the Complaint Commit-
tee and the Disciplinary 
Authority to exonerate the 
man of  the charge. The 
woman had challenged the 
exoneration of  the man.

The woman had al-
leged that while she was 
work ing  a t  the  CSIR 
laboratory, the accused 
s t o r m e d  i n s i d e  a n d 
stopped the machine and 
snatched samples she was 
handling. He then pushed 
her out of  the laboratory 
and locked it.

“... all physical con-
tact cannot be termed as 
sexual harassment and 
only a physical contact or 
advances which are in the 
nature of  an ‘unwelcome 
sexually determined be-
haviour’ would amount 
to sexual harassment,” 
Justice Vibhu Bakhru said 
in a judgment pronounced 
on Tuesday.

The Complaint Com-
mittee had accepted that 
there was evidence to 

show that the accused had 
held her arm, and conclud-
ed that the incident was 
not a sexually determined 
behaviour but involved 
“altercation in the back-
ground of  the uncongenial 
environment prevailing in 
the division”.

The committee con-
cluded that the man might 
have held the woman’s 
arm and thrown mate-
rial from her hand in a 
fit of  anger, adding that 
although the said incident 
may be a case of  harass-
ment and was deplorable, 
the same would not qualify 
as a sexual harassment. 
The Disciplinary Author-
ity, set up subsequently, 
also concurred with the 
committee report.

The woman employee 
contended in the High 
Court that any unwelcome 
physical contact should 
be categorised as sexual 
harassment.

The High Court said: 
“Undoubtedly, physical 
contact or advances would 
constitute sexual harass-
ment, provided such physi-
cal contact is a part of  
the sexually determined 
behaviour. Such physical 
contact must be in the con-
text of  a behaviour which 
is sexually oriented.”

“Similarly, a physical 
contact which has no un-
dertone of  a sexual nature 
and is not occasioned by the 
complainant’s gender may 
not necessarily amount to 
sexual harassment.”

New Delh i ,  Nov.  2 
(PTI): Women employ-
ees working in govern-
ment departments can 
now lodge complaints 
of  sexual harassment at 
work place online and 
can monitor action being 
taken on them too.

The Department of  
Personnel and Train-
ing (DoPT) has recently 
written to all central gov-
ernment departments 
asking them to inform 
the women employees 
about many such fea-
tures of  Sexual Harass-
ment electronic-Box or 
SHe-Box -- launched by 
the Ministry of  Women 
and Child Development 
on July 24.

“Once a complaint 
is submitted to the SHe-
Box, it will be direct-
ly sent to the Internal 
Complaints Committee 
(ICC) of  the concerned 
ministry, department, 
public sector undertak-
ings, autonomous body, 
etc., having jurisdiction 

to inquire into the com-
plaints,” the DoPT said 
in a missive.

The SHe-Box also 
provides an opportunity 
to both the complainant 
and nodal administra-
tive authority to monitor 
the progress of  inquiry 
conducted by the ICCs, 
it said.

Any woman working 
or visiting any office of  
central government can 
file complaint related 
to sexual harassment at 
work place through this 
SHe-Box, the DoPT or-
der issued yesterday said.

The status of  com-
plaints can be viewed 
at any time by pressing 
the tab ‘View Status of  
Your Complaints’ within 
SHe- Box, it said, ask-
ing all the government 
organisations to inform 
all employees working 
under them about the 
various features of  the 
SHe-Box. The SHe-Box 
portal can be accessed at 
www.shebox.nic.in/.

Chandigarh, Nov. 2 (IANS): 
A multi-crore scholarship scam 
involving various educational 
institutions has been unearthed 
in Punjab, a minister said here 
on Thursday.

Scheduled Castes, Backward 
Classes and Minority Welfare 
Minister Sadhu Singh Dharamsot 
disclosed that the scam came to 
light in the special audit of  the 
‘Post Matric Scholarship Scheme’ 
carried out by the department.

“Two departmental officers 
have been placed under suspen-
sion for scam in the academic 
welfare scheme, hobnobbing 
with the scamsters and gross 
negligence of  duty,” he told me-
dia here.

Dharamsot said Chief  Min-
ister Amarinder Singh had, on 
June 16, ordered the special audit 
of  all the educational institutions 
of  the state with regard to the 

Post Matric Scholarship Scheme 
for SC or OBC from 2011-12 to 
2016-17.

While the special 
audit was still going 
on and would be com-
pleted by December 
31, the scam had been 
detected in the audit 
done so far.

“ U n d e r  t h e 
scheme for OBC, the 
Universal College, 
Dera Bassi claimed 
Rs 1.18 crore from the 
Welfare Department 
in the name of  311 
students belonging 
to the OBC category 
which was thoroughly 
probed by the depart-
ment resulting in the college 
returning the amount to the tune 
of  Rs 1,17,62,000 to the depart-
ment,” the minister said.

He said that during the course 
of  the probe, two officials were 
found guilty of  collaborating in 

the scam and indulging in gross 
negligence.

The Minister also revealed 
that during this specialised audit, 

Devraj Group of  Colleges from 
Ferozepur also tried to defraud 
the department of  Rs 4.4 crore 

by showing bogus stu-
dents.

“This institution 
had approached the 
Punjab and Haryana 
High Court regard-
ing pendency of  Rs 
4.40 crore with the 
Welfare Department. 
When the special au-
dit of  this institution 
was conducted, the 
claim of Rs 4.40 crore 
pertaining to this in-
stitution was found to 
be fraudulent.”

The Minister add-
ed that he has ordered 

registration of  FIRs against both 
the institutions.

He said that the Finance De-
partment has conducted the audit 

of  249 institutions under the Post 
Matric Scholarship Scheme for 
SC leading to the audit parties 
claiming Rs 53.76 crore amount 
against these institutions.

“The audit parties has calcu-
lated this objectionable amount 
against various educational in-
stitutions who had wrongfully 
claimed scholarship under the 
Post Matric Scholarship Scheme 
for SCs on the grounds of  with-
out acknowledgement to renewed 
students, without income certifi-
cate, unsigned applications by the 
students and in the name of  drop 
out students,” he stated.

Dharamsot said that the de-
partment has also decided that 
the audit of  the amount released 
under the Aashirwad Scheme 
(Shagun Scheme) during the 
previous five years (when the 
Akali Dal-BJP government was 
in power) would be conducted.

Prime Minister Narendra Modi addresses an election campaign rally 
in support of BJP candidates, in Kangra district on Thursday.

PTI

Congress, a laughing club out on bail for corruption— Modi 

May consider fixing time for Delhi LG to clear files, indicates SC

Govt hikes allowance for differently-abled kids of employees

Kangra, Nov. 2 (IANS): 
Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi on Thursday tore into 
the Congress government 
in poll-bound Himachal 
Pradesh, saying the party 
leadership had made itself  
a “laughing club” that was 
out on bail on corruption 
charges.

“We all need to look at 
the Congress. We should 
appreciate their courage. 
Yesterday, they released 
a manifesto vowing that 
there will be zero toler-
ance on corruption if  the 
Congress returns to power. 
They have a gall to claim 
there will be zero tolerance 
against corruption,” Modi 
told an election rally in this 
town ahead of  Himachal’s 
November 8 Assembly 
polls.

He targeted Himachal 
Pradesh Chief  Minister 
Virbhadra Singh, who has 
been charged by the CBI 

New Delhi, Nov. 2 (IANS): The Su-
preme Court on Thursday indicated 
that it may fix a time frame within 
which the Delhi Lt. Governor should 
dispose of the files sent to him by the 
state government and in case of delay 
in clearing files, he will have to assign 
reasons.

The daylong hearing saw judges 
questioning senior counsel Gopal 
Subramanium, appearing for the city’s 
state ruling Aam Aadmi Party, who 
argued that the Lt. Governor was 
exercising his powers in a manner to 
stultify the functioning of a democrat-
ically-elected government.

What emerged during the daylong 
hearing was that Delhi government 
can’t look at in the area of  law and 
order, police and land, and the in the 
area where it can enact law and aid 
and advise the Lt. Governor, the latter 
can exercise his veto and citing differ-
ences, refer the matter to the President 
for decision. There were also some 
grey areas where the Delhi govern-
ment had no footprints.

Not agreeing to the argument that 
Council of Ministers can aid and ad-
vise the Lt. Governor on every issue, 
Chief  Justice Misra said that it can 
only do do on which legislature (Delhi 
assembly) can enact laws. 

Justice Chandrachud said that the 
President exercises his administrative 
control over Union Territory through 
Lt Governor, and if  there are specific 

instances of  excesses, then the court 
can address them.

Justice Bhushan too asked Sub-
ramanium to be specific and cite 
instances of Lt. Governor standing in 
the way of Delhi government.

Subramanium cited the instances 
of  Lt. Governor holding meeting 
with the officials without the presence 
of  Ministers concerned and issuing 
instructions. He also said that the Lt. 
Governor is sitting over the files sent 
by the Council of  Ministers and in 
some cases, for over a year, citing the 
instance the matter where the Delhi 
government had decided to increase 
minimum wages from Rs 9,000 to Rs 
15,000.

As Subramanium sought to blame 
Lt. Governor for creating hurdles in 
the functioning of Delhi government, 
Justice Chandrachud said that every 
government has to function within 
the parameters of the constitution and 
the Article 239AA defines the pow-
ers of  Delhi government and Union 
Territory.

He also said that there are areas 
where Lt. Governor enjoys delegated 
powers and he alone is administrator 
in respect of them. In other areas he 
would act on the aid and advise of the 
Council of Minister but in the event of  
difference he would refer the matter to 
President.

The bench also pointed to the 
financial relationship between the 

Central government and the Union 
Territory of  Delhi that was distinct 
from the relationship that it has with 
other states, saying that Centre has 
more involvement in the financial af-
fairs of Delhi.

Sensing where the bench was 
driving at, Subramanium said that the 
Delhi government too was raising its 
resources.

The constitution bench is hearing 
Delhi government’s appeal challeng-
ing the Delhi High Court verdict hold-
ing that the Lt. Governor had the pri-
macy over the elected government in 
administration of the national capital.

The matter was referred to the 
constitution bench by the bench of  
Justice Sikri and Justice R.K.Agrawal 
on February 15.

While not framing the questions 
to be adjudicated by the Constitution 
Bench, the court had then asked both 
the Union government and the Arvind 
Kejriwal government to argue their re-
spective cases before the larger bench.

The hearing by the two judge 
bench on Delhi government’s appeals 
had seen the court favouring a balance 
in the exercise of powers by the Delhi 
government and the Lt. Governor for 
good governance.

Delhi was given an assembly and 
an elected government through Article 
239 (AA) incorporated in the Consti-
tution by the 69th amendment in 1991. 
Hearing will continue on November 7.

New Delhi, Nov. 2 (PTI): 
The education allowance 
for differently-abled chil-
dren of  central govern-
ment employees has been 
increased from Rs 30,000 
to Rs 54,000 annually, an 
official order said.

Rules provide that re-
imbursement of  education 
allowance for differently-
abled children of  govern-
ment employees be payable 
at double the prescribed 
rate for other children -- Rs 
2,250 per month, following 
a recommendation of  the 
7th Pay Commission.

“The annual ceiling 

fixed for reimbursement of  
Children Education Allow-
ance (CEA) for differently-
abled children of  govern-
ment employees is now Rs 
54,000,” the order issued 
recently by the Department 
of  Personnel and Training 
(DoPT) said.

If both the spouses were 
government servants, only 
one of them could avail of  
the reimbursement, it added.

The allowance cap would 
automatically be raised by 25 
per cent every time the dear-
ness allowance on the revised 
pay structure went up by 50 
per cent, it added.

The amount fixed for 
reimbursement of  hostel 
subsidy was Rs 6,750 per 
month now, the DoPT or-
der said.

The 6th Pay Commission 
had fixed the children educa-
tion allowance at the rate 
of  Rs 1,500 per month (Rs 
3,000 for differently-abled 
children) and hostel subsidy 
at Rs 4,500 per month.

Further, reimburse-
ments would be released 
only once a year, after the 
completion of the financial 
year, the DoPT said.

For CEA reimburse-
ment, a certificate from 

the head of  the institution, 
where the ward of  the em-
ployee studied, would be 
sufficient, the order said, 
adding that the certificate 
should confirm that the child 
studied in the school during 
the previous academic year.

For the hostel subsidy, 
a similar certificate from 
the head of  the institution 
would suffice, with the addi-
tional requirement that the 
document should mention 
the amount of expenditure 
incurred by the government 
servant towards lodging and 
boarding in the residential 
complex, the order said.

of  holding assets dispro-
portionate to his known 
sources of  income, saying: 
“Singh ‘saheb’ is claiming 
there will be zero tolerance 
against corruption. Can 
anyone believe him?” 

Modi asked this to the 
crowd repeatedly.

“The Congress has be-
come a laughing club. Their 

Chief  Minister has a cor-
ruption case against him. 
He is out on a bail. Nothing 
is left for them and they 
have lost their hold from 
every part of the country.”

He said this was not 
the Congress of  Mahatma 
Gandhi or of freedom fight-
ers “but of  corruption, dy-
nasty politics and casteism.

“The Congress is an 
epitome of rotten thought. 
When we say we want the 
country rid of the Congress, 
we mean to rid the country 
of this rotten thought.”

Modi said the Congress 
needed to introspect why 
a “forgiving country like 
India” was out to punish 
its leaders “by turning away 
from them one by one”.

Calling Himachal a land 
of  “martyrs and soldiers”, 
the Prime Minister said the 
Congress government had 
patronised “mafias in the 
Devbhoomi”.

“There are five mon-
sters in Himachal Pradesh - 
mining mafia, forest mafia, 
drug mafia, tender mafia 
and transfer mafia.

“These five monsters 
are looting your resources, 
future, spreading corrup-
tion and nepotism and 
snatching away the future 
of  the youth.”



New York, Nov. 2 (PTI):  Say-
fullo Saipov, an Uzbek immigrant 
accused of  killing eight people 
in an ISIS-inspired assault here, 
was today charged with terror-
ism offences as authorities said 
he plotted the attack for months 
and chose to strike on Halloween 
to “inflict maximum damage 
against civilians”.

Saipov, 29, was charged with 
providing material support to 
the Islamic State (ISIS) militant 
group and violence and destruc-
tion of  motor vehicles.

He is so devoted to the ISIS 
that he wanted to display the 
terror group’s flag in his hospital 
room, a 10-page complaint filed 
by the FBI before a federal court 
here against him shows.

Eight people were killed and 
11 others injured as his truck 
carved a path of  destruction 
through several blocks of  Lower 
Manhattan yesterday. Saipov 
crashed the truck into a school 
bus, left the vehicle brandishing 
imitation firearms.

He was shot by police. It was 
the the worst terrorist attack in on 
the city since 9/11.

Saipov underwent a surgery 
in a New York hospital yesterday. 
He appeared in federal court to-
day in a wheelchair and did not 
enter a plea.

The FBI said that Saipov, a 
resident of  New Jersey, was in-
spired by the ISIS to carry out the 
terrorist attack.

He “requested to display 
ISIS’s flag” in his hospital room 

and stated that he felt good about 
what he had done, the complaint 
said.

Saipov told investigators he 
was inspired by Islamic State 
videos, in particular one showing 
ISIS leader Abu Bakr al-Baghda-
di, it said.The suspect decided 
to conduct a truck attack “to 
inflict maximum damage against 
civilians” and that he specifically 
chose to strike on Halloween “be-
cause he believed there would be 
more civilians on the street for the 
holiday,” it said.

He began planning an attack a 
year ago and decided two months 
ago to use a truck, officials said.

He planned to use the truck 
to hit pedestrians in the area 
where he carried out the attack 
and “then proceed to the Brook-
lyn Bridge to continue to strike 
pedestrians,” the complaint said.

“Saipov wanted to kill as 
many people as he could,” it said.

“In particular, Saipov was 
motivated to commit the attack 
after viewing a video in which 
Abu Bakr al-Baghdadi...

questioned what Muslims in 
the US and elsewhere were doing 
to respond to the killing of  Mus-
lims in Iraq,” it said.

The details painted a picture 
of  a man who allegedly planned 
more carnage, US media reports 
said.During a search operation, 
federal officials obtained two 
cell phones from his possession. 
One cellphone contained ap-
proximately 90 videos, many of  
which appear to be, ISIS- related 
propaganda.The cell phone also 
contained approximately 3,800 
images, many of  which appear to 
be ISIS propaganda.

Internet search history of  the 

second cell phone reflects, among 
other things, that Saipov searched 
for a store in Passaic in New 
jersey on October 4, searched 
for Halloween in New York on 
October 15, and searched for 
truck rentals on October 18, the 
complaint said.

After Saipov rented the truck 
from Home Depot, he entered 
the New York City.In carrying 
out the attack, Saipov relied on 
the playbook laid out by ISIS in 
recent years, officials said.

“He appears to have followed 
almost exactly to a ‘T’ the instruc-
tions that ISIS has put out in its 
social media channels before, 
with instructions to their follow-
ers on how to carry out such an 
attack,” John Miller, New York 
Police Department commissioner 
for intelligence and counter- ter-
rorism, said at an earlier news 
conference.

A handwritten “document” 
found near the scene had both 
Arabic and English text, and 
included the message that the 
Islamic State would endure, the 
complaint said.

In the vicinity of  a place where 
Saipov was shot, he dropped the 
weapons, which appear to be a 
paintball gun and pellet gun, and 
a black bag.

Inside the Bag, law enforce-
ment officers recovered, among 
other things, three knives and a 
wallet.Hours after Saipov’s court 
appearance, President Donald 
Trump said he should be ex-
ecuted.

Wa s h i n g t o n ,  N ov.  2 
(IANS): The White House 
retains a list of  20 terror-
ist groups that it claims 
are operating in Pakistan 
and Afghanistan and is 
believed to have shared 
this list with Islamabad, 
the media reported on 
Thursday.

However, the list was 
not given to Pakistani au-
thorities by US Secretary 
of  State Rex Tillerson 
when he visited Islama-
bad last week, diplomatic 
sources told Dawn news.
The White House list in-
cludes three types of  mili-
tant groups: those who 
launch attacks into Af-
ghanistan, those who at-
tack targets inside Pakistan 
and those who are focused 
on Kashmir.

Top on the list is the 
Haqqani Network which, 
the US claims, has safe 
havens in the Federally 
Administered Tribal Areas 
and uses them to launch at-
tacks into Afghanistan. Pa-
kistan strongly rejects the 
charge, saying that there 
were no such safe havens 
inside the country.The US 
also identified Lashkar-e-
Taiba as one of  the largest 
and most active terrorist 
organisations in South 
Asia.The other militant 
groups in the list include 
Harakatul Mujahideen, 
Jaish-e-Mohammed, Jun-
dullah, Lashkar-i-Jhang-
hvi and Tehreek-i-Taliban 
Pakistan.

Kabul, Nov. 2 (IANS):  
Diarrhoea is killing at 
least 26 children daily 
across Afghanistan where 
the total number of  dead 
reaches 9,500 each year, 
the UN Children’s Fund 
(Unicef) said on Thursday.

“Diar rhoea-related 
deaths, which now total 
9,500, account for around 
12 per cent of  the 80,000 
deaths of  children under 
the age of  five that occur 
annually in Afghanistan,” 
a Unicef  statement read.

According to the find-
ing, the risks associated 
with diarrhoeal infec-
tions were exacerbated 
in Afghanistan, a country 
where some 1.2 million 
children are already mal-
nourished and 41 per cent 
of  children are stunted.

United Nations, Nov. 2 (IANS):  
The US has voted against a Unit-
ed Nations General  Assembly 
(UNGA) draft resolution that calls 
for the lifting of  the US economic 
and trade embargo on Cuba.

The draft resolution was ap-
proved 191-2, with the US and 
Israel being the only countries that 
voted against it on Wednesday, Xin-
hua news agency reported.

In a hawkish speech to the Gen-
eral Assembly prior to the vote, US 
Ambassador to the United Nations 
Nikki Haley blamed Havana for the 
embargo.

“For the 25th time in 26 years, 
the United States will vote against 
this resolution,” Haley told the as-
sembly.

She accused Havana of  using 
the General Assembly vote every 
year “as a shiny object to distract 
the world’s attention from the de-
struction it has inflicted on its own 
people and on others in the Western 
Hemisphere.”

“As long as the Cuban people 

continue to be deprived of  their 
human rights and fundamental 
freedoms, as long as the proceeds 
from trade with Cuba go to prop 
up the dictatorial regime respon-
sible for denying those rights, the 
US does not fear isolation in this 
chamber (of  the General Assembly) 
or anywhere else.”

Haley said the General As-
sembly has no power to end the 
decades-old embargo. It is based 
in US law, which only the US Con-
gress can change, she said. Haley 
scorned the General Assembly vote 
as “political theater” and a waste 
of  time.

Cuban Foreign Minister Bruno 
Rodriguez Parrilla fought back, 
saying the US blockade is “a fla-
grant, massive and systematic vio-
lation of  the human rights of  all 
Cubans” and qualifies as “an act 
of  genocide.”When explaining the 
“no” vote after the adoption of  the 
resolution, Haley’s deputy said that 
the Cuban government is to blame 
for the country’s economic failure.

“Even if  the US Congress lifted 
the embargo today, Cubans would 
not be able to realize their potential 
without significant political, eco-
nomic, and social reforms by their 
own government,” said Michele 
Sison. “This resolution is a distrac-
tion from the real problems facing 
the Cuban people. Therefore, the 
US strongly opposes it.”

The US abstained last year in 
a similar vote at the General As-
sembly. Haley explained that the 
about-face is because the election 
of  Donald Trump as new President 
and herself  as new UN ambassador.

“To those who are confused as 
to where the United States stands, 
let me be clear: as is their right un-
der our constitution, the American 
people have spoken. They have 
chosen a new president, and he has 
chosen a new ambassador to the 
United Nations.”

The Group of  77 (G77) of  de-
veloping countries regretted the new 
policy of  Trump aimed at strength-
ening the embargo against Cuba.

London, Nov. 2 (PTI):  
Gavin Williamson, a close 
aide of  Prime Minister 
Theresa May, was today 
appointed as Britain’s new 
defence secretary after his 
predecessor Michael Fellon 
resigned amid a deepening 
sexual harassment scandal 
engulfing UK parliamentar-
ians.

Fallon,65, resigned as 
defence secretary saying his 
conduct may have fallen 
below the high standards 
expected amid revelations 
that he had made unwanted 
advances towards a journal-
ist years ago.

He was replaced by 
41-year-old Williamson, the 
MP for South Staffordshire, 
who has been responsible for 
exerting discipline over the 
prime minister’s fractious 
parliamentary party since 
last year.Williamson was 
closely involved in negotiat-
ing the confidence and sup-
ply deal with the Democratic 
Unionist party that secured 
the parliamentary support 
May needed to govern in the 
aftermath of June’s general 
election.

“A number of  allega-
tions have surfaced about 
MPs in recent days, includ-
ing some about my previous 
conduct. Many of these have 
been false, but I accept in 
the past I have fallen below 

the high standards that we 
require of the armed forces 
that I have the honour to 
represent,” Fallon said in 
his resignation letter to May.

It remains unclear if  it 
was the particular revelation 
of  Fallon repeatedly plac-
ing his hand on the knee 
of  journalist Julia Hartley-
Brewer that triggered his 
decision to step down or 
there were other incidents 
involving an abuse of power 
that may have precipitated 
his departure.

Hartley-Brewer, at the 
centre of  the allegations 
that came to light earlier 
this week, has stressed that 
she did not see herself as a 
victim and that the incident 
had not “remotely upset or 
distressed” anyone.

“If this is over kneegate, 
him touching my knee 15 
years ago and me not having 
any issue with it today, this 
is the most insane, absurd 
and ridiculous resignation 
of a Cabinet minister ever,” 
she said.The British Prime 
Minister in her response to 
Fallon’s resignation letter 
praised his “diligent service” 
and welcomed the “particu-
lar example you wish to set 
to servicemen and women 
and others”.

Fallon, described as a 
Conservative party heavy-
weight and even tipped as 

A photo of Sayfullo Saipov is displayed at a news conference at One Police Plaza Wednes-
day, Nov. 2, 2017, in New York.
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AP/PTI Theresa May

NY attack : Uzbek immigrant 
charged with terrorism offences 

UK PM replaces defence secy 
amid sexual harassment scandal 

US shares names 
of 20 terror 
groups with Pak

Diarrhoea kills 
9,500 Afghan 
children 
annually — 
Unicef

US votes against UNGA draft resolution on Cuba embargo

a future Prime Minister, 
becomes the first victim of  
a deepening scandal over 
sexual misconduct in the 
corridors of political power 
in the UK.

Williamson has been 
running the Tory whips’ 
office since being appoint-
ed chief  whip by Theresa 
May in 2016. He has been 
replaced by Julian Smith, 
Tory MP for Skipton and 
Ripon, as chief whip of the 
Conservative party.He has 
categorically denied making 
unwanted sexual advances 
towards Maltby but remains 
under investigation by Cabi-
net Secretary Jeremy Hey-
wood on the orders of May.

There are growing fears 
that Fallon’s surprise resig-
nation could trigger a freefall 
within government ranks 
and lead to more shake-ups.

“Parliament now has to 
look at itself and the Prime 
Minister has made very clear 
that conduct needs to be 
improved and we need to 
protect the staff of Westmin-
ster against any particular 
allegations of harassment,” 
Fallon said soon after his 
resignation.His name had 
appeared on an unverified 
list of sexual misconduct, a 
so-called dirty dossier, circu-
lating in Westminster.

It has attracted a mixed 
response because it impli-
cates MPs who have had 
consensual affairs with col-
leagues in the same space 
as more serious accusa-
tions of  sexual abuse.“On 
three occasions, I asked her 
[Theresa May] to act and 
on three occasions she did 
not,” Nandy claimed.May 
assured the House that she 
was determined to take firm 
action and is set to hold a 
meeting with Labour leader 
Jeremy Corbyn early next 
week to address the issue 
across party lines.

She has reportedly read 
the “riot act” to her Cabinet, 
warning them to ensure 
exemplary behaviour.
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JLo doubted herself after ‘Gigli’ flopped
Singer-actor Jennifer Lopez says she doubted herself after her 2003 romantic comedy 
film “Gigli” flopped at the box office. The 48-year-old starred in the movie alongside 
her former fiance Ben Affleck. “I was eviscerated. I lost my sense of self, questioned 
if I belonged in this business, thought maybe I did suck at everything,” Lopez told 
Vanity Fair magazine, reports mirror.co.u . Lopez and Affleck had started dating in 
November 2002 and got engaged in September 2003. She says their subsequent split in 
January 2004 was incredibly hard for her to come to terms with, because of the interest 
that had surrounded their relationship. “My relationship (with Affleck) self-destructed 
in front of the entire world,” she said. (IANS)

Peren Voice Impact contest today

Gomez, Bieber together again

P
eren District Music Society (PDMS) is all set to 
host the much anticipated Peren Voice Impact 
season-4 in Jalukie town on November 3 from 
5 p.m. The musical show will be graced by the 
Parliamentary Secretary of IT&C and DAN, Dr. 

Longriniken. Altogether 25 contestants will view for the 
coveted prize.

EMN

S
ingers Selena 
Gomez and Justin 
Bieber, who dated 
each other on and 
off between 2011 

and 2014, are having a 
good time together again.

After being spotted to-
gether several times earlier, 
Gomez and Bieber were 
seen enjoying each other’s 
company during a bike ride 
here on Wednesday, report 
eonline.com.

“Justin was singing 
loudly and dancing with his 
arms in the air while riding 
down a busy street. Selena 

was laughing so hard she 
had to cover her mouth and 
try not to fall off her bike. 
She clearly thinks he is hi-
larious,” the source added.

People on the streets 
were amazed by Gomez 
and Bieber’s outing, the 
source said.“They had a 
really good time together 
and seem to be able to pick 
up right where they left off. 
They got off their bikes 
and stopped and talked 
for a minute before they 
continued their ride back to 
her house.”

IANS

Music is something the world would be lost without! We feel it, we breathe it, we love it!  Eastern 
Mirror’s - Rhythm of Love- connects our readers to music through conversation with artists as they 
share their  experience with their love …… MUSIC
Music moves us, opens our emotions - passing all barriers. Music is a piece that we can all 
connect to so Readers get connected with your favorite artists every Friday with Rhythm of Love.

Little did we know

EASTERN MIRROR: What does your band name 
signify and where did it come from?

FIREFLOOD: Fireflood is the end time Fire 
of God that purges purifies and flows like a flood to the 
human race drowning them in his love.

EASTERN MIRROR: What genre of music do you 
consider your work to be? Who are your major influ-
ences?

FIREFLOOD: Kekhrie Ringa-Our genre is classic 
rock and blues. Quite a few influences Europe, Guns and 
Roses, Mr big, Def  Leppard, and Etcetera.

Jeven John: The first songs I ever performed were the 
ones by Kelly Clarkson, Paramore and Krystal Meyers. I’m 
glad I got to go back to my roots in this band but well, with 
more skills than I had.

Dakerri: Our genre is a mixture of  slow rock with 
other genres, like a fusion of  music. Because of  the diversity 
in the music, we really don’t have major influences, so we’re 
open to any type of  music, whatever music comes to our mind 
while composing.

Aiborlang: We all came from different tastes in   mu-
sic. I personally was into heavier bands especially Christian 
metal bands so for me it was kind of  refreshing as the songs 
contain melodic and contemporary stuff..Love what the band 
made…Totally different from the way I was thinking…..
(laugh)

Algan: Our Music is a classic rock genre and my main 
influences came from my early days like Mr Big, Harem 
Scarem, Bon Jovi, Damn Yankees and the likes…. also 
Lincoln Brewster, Whitecross and Petra.

Willy: Modern classic rock with 

little influence from blues, jazz, funk, pop music. Major influ-
ences are Whitecross, Bride, and Lincoln Brewster.

Ethan: Classic Rock and my major influence are 
Petra, Stryper, Switchfoot, John Mayer, Jason Mraz, B.B. 
King, and Coldplay.

 
EASTERN MIRROR: How long have you all known 
each other? How did you meet?

FIREFLOOD: Kekhrie Ringa-Known each other 
for more than 3 years some I’ve known for 6 to 7 years and 
met in the church.

Jeven John: We met at Living Fountain Gates in 
Bangalore.

Dakerri: It’s been 4 good years and we all met at a 
church in Bangalore. I’ve known a few beforehand but we 
didn’t know that music would bring us together.

Aiborlang: I’ve known some of  the guys right from 
my time when I was in Bangalore before my studies…Eve-
ryone of  us are either in the worship team or member of  the 
church called LFG (Living Fountain Gates).

Algan: I knew most of  the Khasi guys from Shillong 
itself  and the others which include Jevan and Kay here in 
Bangalore.

Willy: Four years ago, we all met in Bangalore in the 
church.

Ethan: Well some of  them I’ve know them for quite 
some time...like Algan was my senior in school and Dakerri 
was my junior...then Willy and I have been good friends 
played together in few places. Then I met Aibor couple of  
years ago in a concert which we both were performing...then I 
met Jeven in Bangalore 1 year before I joined Fireflood...and 
Kekhrie was my classmate when she was studying music at 
Bangalore....and I’m proud and honoured to call them family 
now.

 
EASTERN MIRROR: What got you involved in this 
in the first place? What inspired you to make music 
together?

FIREFLOOD: Kekhrie Ringa-Passion for God and 
the love of  music...hard work and determined band members.

Jeven John: It was God’s plan. It’s prophetic band. 
God brought us together. We as individuals have had our own 
ups and downs. We all love the Lord in spite of  our weak-
nesses. God is faithful. Our love for Him turned into music 
and singing.

Dakerri: I believe and know that God brought us to-
gether. Actually, for me personally, I 

didn’t know that I could play such types of  music but when 
Jeven called me, he was there to encourage me right from the 
start.

Aiborlang: This band lives in prayer every day, as we 
all came from different backgrounds (genre, life) so each and 
every members in this family are born again Christians and I 
have faith with all my heart that we do share the same visions 
as well as Christ himself  says that we are to go and make 
disciples to the nation (Mathew 26) so I strongly believe we are 
the great commission sent by God to fulfil the plans according 
to His will.

Algan: My main involvement is because of  my love 
for music which comes from my Dad. Inspiration comes from 
my band members and the same genre we share and love.

Willy: The love for God inspired us to work together 
and writes music for his glory and to spread love, hope and 
peace.

Ethan: Well when Jeven and Willy with me the vision 
of  the Band, right from the start I felt the connection and had 
the same motive and the same calling.

 
 EASTERN MIRROR: What are the main themes or 
topics that your band focuses on?

FIREFLOOD: Kekhrie Ringa-Main themes that 
we focus are love of  God, heartbreak through relationships, 
peace and salvation of  mankind through Jesus.

Jeven John: To glorify Him. Bring all fame to Him 
alone.

Dakerri: Our theme is Jesus!! That is to bring people 
to Christ and let them know of  His Everlasting and uncondi-
tional love!

Algan: God is the central Figure in our band and 
without him we are actually nothing

Willy: Faith and to move to places to tell people about 
God’s love.

Ethan: We focus more on songs that talk about Gods 
love his Grace his Hope for this present generation.

 
 

EASTERN MIRROR: What has been your biggest 
challenge as a band? Have you been able to overcome 
those challenges? If so how?

FIREFLOOD: Kekhrie Ringa-The biggest chal-
lenge is the distance with five of  them in the Northeast and 
two of  us in Bangalore. But God always gets us together 
somehow.

Jeven John: For me...I’m not much of  a road trip 
person especially if  I’m not driving.

Dakerri: Our challenge right now is that we’re kind 
of  away from each other as half  of  the band members are in 
Bangalore and the other half  in Shillong and one in Kohima. 
But thanks to technology, it’s really not a challenge, rather just 
a little hard work and lots of  communication but everything 
seems to move in the right direction as for the moment.

Aiborlang: Although we’re just new to the scene…
but being together is one thing that we cannot do since some 
of  our main members who play an important role in the band 
are based outside of  Shillong. But thank God we are living in 
the technology age with social media in our hands so we give 
it a try in every possible way from exchanging songs, chords to 
practice session it has help us a lot and boosted our confidence 
as a band.

Algan: Biggest challenge for us is that we are scat-
tered now though we met all here in Bangalore and hence it’s 
difficult to come together but nevertheless we manage to get 
ourselves together by God’s Grace.

Willy: Not being together is the biggest challenge.  We 
can only get better if  we do our home work by listening to the 
songs and make sure we know our part thoroughly.

Ethan: Biggest challenge is that some of  us are in dif-
ferent parts of  the country and practice is the biggest challenge 
but we all believe God has his own ways that enables us to 
work things out.

 
EASTERN MIRROR: What’s your ultimate direc-
tion for your band?

FIREFLOOD: Kekhrie Ringa: Ultimate direction 
is to glorify God, excel in music and tour the world.

Jeven John: To go where He leads us and well.....I’m 
enjoying my time with this band already.

Dakerri: The ultimate direction at the moment for the 
band is to make more songs, fly around and play for God’s 
glory.

Aiborlang: The ultimate direction of  the band is to 
fulfil the vision i.e. to share the gospel as much as we can this 
is what God has put in my heart, and to reach out through 
our songs as well.

Algan: Greater things are yet to come and we just 
believe that our Lord will direct our every step forward.

Willy: We want to produce another album and to tour 
across the country as well abroad if  God opens the door for us

Ethan: The ULTIMATE direction or aim is that 
our song reaches to all the corners of  the country and even the 
world...that would make a CHANGE.

Fireflood a Bangalore based gospel band founded on May that per-
form a mixture of rock & roll and blues music. The seven member band 
are all professional musicians uniting to infuse an essence of deep fel-
lowship with Christ and bring their audience closer to God through their 
music.

The band members consist of Jeven John (vocalist) and Kekhrie Ringa 
(co-vocalist), Algan Lyngdoh (rhythm guitar), Willy Kharlukhi (lead 
guitar), Aiborlang Marbaniang (bass), Dakerri Shabong (keyboard) and 
Ethan Alrico (drums).
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New York, Nov. 2(IANS): 
The outskirts of  spiral 
galaxies like our own could 
be crowded with colliding 
black holes of  massive 
proportions, says a study 
led by an Indian-origin 
researcher.

The findings, to be 
published in an upcoming 
issue of  the Astrophysical 
Journal Letters, point to a 
prime location for scientists 
hunting the sources of  
gravitational waves.

Conditions favourable 
for black-hole mergers exist 
in the outer gas disks of big 
spiral galaxies, according 
to Sukanya Chakrabarti, 
Assistant Professor at 
Rochester Institute of  
Technology.

U n t i l  n o w,  s m a l l 
satellite or dwarf  galaxies 
were thought to have the 
most suitable environment 
for hosting black-hole 

Massive black holes might 
lurk on edge of Milky Way

Morocco to launch earth 
observation satellite

Smart fabric could store passcodes in your clothes invisibly

NASA’s 2020 Mars rover to have 23 ‘eyes’

Human brains not as exceptional as thought — Study

India, Britain collaborate to make next-gen solar cells

populations.
Chakrabarti realised the edges of  

galaxies like the Milky Way have similar 
environments to dwarf galaxies but with a 

major advantage -- big galaxies are easier 
to find.

“The metal content in the outer disks of  
spiral galaxies is also quite low and should 

be rife with black holes in 
this large area,” Chakrabarti 
said.A deeper  understanding 
of  the universe is possible 
now that scientists can 
combine gravitational wave 
astronomy with traditional 
measurements of  bands of  
light. 

Existing research shows 
that even black holes, which 
are too dense for light to 
escape, have a gravitational 
wave  and  an  op t i ca l 
counterpart, remnants 
of  matter from the stellar 
collapse from which they 
formed.

“If you can see the light 
from a black-hole merger, 
you can pinpoint where it is 
in the sky,” Chakrabarti said. 

“Then you can infer the 
parameters that drive the 
life cycle of the universe as 
a whole and that’s the holy 
grail for cosmology,” she 
added.

N e w  Yo r k ,  N o v.  2 
(IANS): When it comes 
to brainpower, humans 
may not be as exceptional 
as we like to think as 
researchers have found that 
some animals including the 
world’s smallest monkeys 
devote a large proportion 
of their body energy to the 
brain, just as we do.

Even the ring-tailed 
lemur and the tiny quarter-
pound pygmy marmoset, 
the world’s smallest monkey, 
devote as much of their body 
energy to their brains as 
humans do, said the study 
published in the Journal of  
Human Evolution.

“ We  d o n’ t  h ave  a 
uniquely expensive brain,” 
said study author Doug 

Kolkata, Nov. 2 (IANS): A team of  
researchers from Britain and India has 
kicked off a project to develop the next-
generation photovoltaics (PV) in the 
country with the aim to have mobile 
labs that can manufacture these devices 
at a lower cost.

The 8 million pound Strategic 
University Network to Revolutionise 
Indian Solar Energy (SUNRISE) 
project is powered by the Global 
Challenges Research Fund to rapidly 
accelerate and prove low cost printed 
PV and tandem solar cells for use in 
off grid Indian communities within the 
lifetime of the project (October 1, 2017 
to December 31, 2021).

One of  the project investigators, 
Matthew Davies of Britain’s Swansea 
University told IANS: “We need to 
catalyse interest in scientific research in 
India to help this project.”

“We hope to have labs in India... 
mobile labs that can make these devices 
so they are very cheap to make and 
they are easy (to make) so in future we 
hope to develop a route where we have 
a factory (in the lorry essentially) where 
we can make PVs.”

The Indian partners include IIT 
Delhi, NPL Delhi, CSIR Hydrabad, 

IISER Pune and IIT Kanpur.
“We want to develop the use of  

the next-gen photovoltaic materials in 
India. So we are looking to develop 
buildings as power stations that 
means that your house, the building 
envelope, becomes the material with 
which you generate the electricity. 
That may involve, especially in India, 
photovoltaics on the roof,” Davies said.

To enable the manufacturing 
of  next-gen technologies in India, 
the strategy is to set up graduate 
programmes in the respective areas.

Davies was speaking on the 
sidelines of ‘OPTRONIX’, the fourth 
International Conference on Opto-
Electronics and Applied Optics, 
2017, organised by the University of  
Engineering & Management (UEM) 
in association with the Institute of  
Engineering & Management (IEM).

While the current generation of  
PVs tap into silicon, the stress is on 
crafting materials and technologies of  
low toxicity, that are cheap to make and 
of high performance. They should be 
printable and flexible as well.

“We want to use solar power 
responsibly. Silicon is widely used 
which is first generation and very 

efficient and stable but it takes a lot of  
energy to make these PVs... So it takes 
a long time to payback and they are also 
very rigid so the type of technologies 
we work on we can print so they can 
be flexible... they can make very large 
areas of them, very cheaply with very 
little energy.

“They are easier to integrate into 
buildings... say as in windows. So we 
are working on range of technologies 
such as perovskites, dye-sensitised solar 
cells, organic PVs. We are looking at 
whatever we can print,” Davies said.

The research impact of  scalable 
and stable low cost metal mounted 
PV products will be supported by 
technology demonstration at five off  
grid village communities (each of up 
to 20,000 people).

“There are two stages: the adoption 
of  current photovoltaic technologies 
which we are keen. At the same 
time, we need to work at the next gen 
technologies.

“Today most countries use silicon. 
It does work very well, but we are 
looking at adding functionality to 
things and lower cost and the energy 
that goes into making of these devices,” 
Davies said.

Rabat, Nov. 2 (IANS): 
Morocco is set to join a 
select group of countries in 
Africa that have a satellite 
in orbit with the launch on 
November 8 of  its earth 
observation satellite.

An Arianespace Vega 
rocket will launch the 
satellite ‘Mohammed VI-A’ 
from French Guiana.

The launch will mark 
the north African country’s 
major breakthrough in 
mastering space technology, 
an official statement said.

T h e  M o h a m m e d 
VI-A satellite is an Earth 
observation satellite built for 
the Kingdom of  Morocco 
by Thales Alenia Space as 
system prime contractor 
and Airbus as co-prime. The 
satellite will be in particular 
used for mapping and land 
surveying activities, regional 
development, agricultural 
monitoring, the prevention 
and management of natural 
d i sas ters,  moni tor ing 

changes in the environment 
and desertification, as 
well as border and coastal 
sur ve i l l ance,  sa id  an 
Arianespace statement.

A three-axis stabilized 
satellite, the Mohammed 
V I - A  w i l l  w e i g h 
approximately 1,110 kg. 

Thales Alenia Space, as 
system prime contractor, 
supplied the payload, 
inc luding  the  opt ica l 
instrument, the image 
transmission subsystem, 
and the ground segment 
for image processing and 
production. Airbus, as 
satellite prime contractor, 
was  in  charge  o f  i t s 
integration, as well as 
supplying the platform 
and the ground segment 
for mission planning and 
satellite control.

The Mohammed VI-A 
is the 150th satellite built by 
Thales Alenia Space to be 
launched by Arianespace, 
which has 15 more satellites 

from this manufacturer in 
its order book. 

The space imagery, 
operated from Morocco, 
will play a key role in 
the implementation of  
national strategies for socio-
economic development, 
especially those relating 
to the agricultural sector 
which constitutes one of  
the main pillars of  the 
Moroccan economy.

The satellite will help in 
land management, through 
effective control of housing 
and buildings, as well as 
tighter monitoring of  slum 
eradication, the statement 
said.

It will also help Morocco 
b e t t e r  m a n a ge  wa t e r 
resources and prospect 
underground water.

The satellite will help in 
cartography and topography 
and in controlling littoral 
zones, infrastructure and 
transport networks, the 
statement said.

Wa s h i n g t o n ,  N o v. 
2  ( I A N S ) :  S c i e n t i s t s 
including one of  Indian-
origin have created fabrics 
and fashion accessories 
that  can s tore  data - - 
f r o m  s e c u r i t y  c o d e s 
to  ident i f ica t ion tags 
-- without needing any 
on-board electronics or 
sensors.

The data can be read 
u s i n g  a n  i n s t r u m e n t 
embedded in  exis t ing 
smartphones to enable 
navigation apps, according 
to  a  paper  p re sen ted 
at the Association for 
Computing Machinery’s 
User Interface Software 
a n d  T e c h n o l o g y 
Symposium (UIST 2017) 
in Quebec, Canada.

“This is a completely 
electronic-free design, 
which means you can iron 
the smart fabric or put it 
in the washer and dryer,” 
said senior author Shyam 
Gol lakota ,  Assoc ia te 
Professor at the University 
of  Washington.

“You can think of  
the fabric as a hard disk 
-- you’re actually doing 
this data storage on the 
clothes you’re wearing,” 
Gollakota said. 

To create the smart 
fabric, the researchers 
l e v e r a g e d  m a g n e t i c 
properties of  off-the-shelf  
conductive thread. 

Most  people  today 
c o m b i n e  c o n d u c t i ve 
th read  - -  embro ider y 

thread that can carry an 
electrical current -- with 
other types of  electronics 
to create outfits, stuffed 
animals or accessories that 
light up or communicate.

But the researchers 
real ised that  this  of f -
t h e - s h e l f  c o n d u c t ive 
thread also has magnetic 
proper ties that can be 
manipu la ted  to  s tore 
e i ther  d ig i ta l  data  or 
visual information like 
letters or numbers. 

This data can be read 
by a magnetometer, an 
inexpensive instrument 
t h a t  m e a s u r e s  t h e 
direction and strength 
of  magnetic fields and 
i s  embedded  in  mos t 
smartphones.

“ W e  a r e  u s i n g 
something that already 
exists on a smartphone 
and uses almost no power, 
so the cost of  reading this 
type of  data is negligible,” 
Gollakota said. 

In one example, they 
stored the passcode to an 
electronic door lock on a 
patch of  conductive fabric 
sewn to a shirt cuff. 

They unlocked the 
door by waving the cuff  
in front of  an array of  
magnetometers.

The researchers said 
they also created fashion 
accessories like a tie, belt, 
necklace and wristband 
and decoded the data by 
swiping a smartphone 
across them.

Wa s h i n g t o n ,  N ov.  2 
(IANS): NASA said its 
Mars 2020 mission will 
have more “eyes” than 
any rover before it -  a 
grand total of  23, to create 
sweeping  panoramas, 
reveal obstacles, study 
the atmosphere and assist 
science instruments.

They  wi l l  p rov ide 
dramatic views during the 
rover’s descent to Mars 
and be the first to capture 
images of  a parachute as it 
opens on another planet. 

There will even be a 
camera inside the rover’s 
body, which will study 
samples as they are stored 
and left on the surface 
for collection by a future 
mission, NASA said on 
Tuesday.When NASA’s 
Mars Pathfinder touched 
down in 1997, it had five 
cameras. The subsequent 
Spirit and Opportunity 
rovers were designed with 
10 cameras each, including 
on their  landers.  The 

Mirror Crossword 1639sud0ku 1479
Every Sudoku has a unique solution that can be 
reached logically. Enter numbers into the blank 
spaces so that each row, column and 3x3 box 
contains the numbers 1 to 9.

solutions to CRossWoRD 1638

 ACROSS
 1. Surround
 4. Turns into noun
 7. Weapons
 12. Macaws
 13. Usually has a lid
 14. Central Florida city
 15. A usually malignant tumor
 17. Wrap
 18. Tax collector
 19. A waterproof raincoat of  

rubberized fabric
 21. Divides evenly into (Math)
 22. River in Florence
 24. Post Office Box
 25. Pans
 26. The compass point that is 

midway between north and 
northeast

 27. A bottle with a stopper
 29. Dragon
 31. Labelled
 35. In a way, took away
 37. Military mailbox
 38. Al __, former secretary of State
 41. Cony
 42. Outer garments
 43. Shape into a sphere
 44. Radioactivity unit
 45. Outward flow of the tide
 46. Bird genus
 48. Intellectual sustenance
 52. Harsh or corrosive in tone
 53. Flower petals
 54. European money
 55. National capital
 56. __compoop
 57. Digital tape recording 
 
DOWN
 1. Consumes
 2. A major division of geological 

time
 3. More maritime
 4. Aussies
 5. Lacking in brightness
 6. Inspire with love

 7. Greenish-yellow variety
 8. South American wood sorrel
 9. Very slow in tempo and 

broad in manner
 10. Expression of failure
 11. Littoral
 16. Provides visual images 

of varying electrical 
quantities

 20. In a way, decreases
 22. Social insect living in 

organized colonies
 23. A nucleic acid

 24. A ceremonial procession 
including people marching

 25. Membrane connecting the 
toes of some aquatic birds

 27. Adapted to the rails of 
railroad

 28. An interest followed with 
exaggerated zeal

 30. Two-year-old sheep
 32. Tattled
33. Environmental Protection  

Agency 
 34. Runs PCs

 36. Chinese boat
 38. Rumanian round dance
 39. Chilean seaport
 40. Versifier
 42. __ Dhabi, Arabian capital
 44. Isodor __, American Nobel 

physicist
 45. Abba __, former Israeli 

politician
 47. No seats available
 49. Caliph
 50. Fiddler crabs
 51. Em

solutions to suD0ku 1478

Curiosity rover has 17 cameras.
“ C a m e r a  t e c h n o l o g y  k e e p s 

improving,” said Justin Maki of  NASA’s 
Jet Propulsion Laboratory in Pasadena, 
California. “Each successive mission is 
able to utilise these improvements, with 
better performance and lower cost,” 
Maki said.

The cameras on 2020 will include 
more colour and 3-D imaging than on 
Curiosity, said Jim Bell of  Arizona State 
University.“Routinely using 3-D images 
at high resolution could pay off  in a 
big way,” Bell said. “They’re useful for 
both long-range and near-field science 
targets.”

Boyer, Assistant Professor at 
Duke University in Durham, 
North Carolina, US.

The study compared the 
relative brain costs of  22 
species.The results suggest 

that the ability to grow a 
relatively more expensive 
brain evolved not at the dawn 
of  humans, but millions 
of  years before, when our 
primate ancestors and their 

close relatives split from 
the branch of the mammal 
family tree that includes 
rodents and rabbits, said 
Arianna Harrington from 
Duke University.

P r e v i o u s  s t u d i e s 
calculated the amount 
of  energy needed to fuel 
a brain based on neuron 
counts. 

B u t  b e c a u s e  t h e 
current study’s method for 
estimating energy use relies 
on measurements of  bone, 
rather than soft tissue such 
as neurons, it is now possible 
to estimate brain energy 
demand from the fossilised 
remains of animals that are 
extinct too, including early 
human ancestors, according 
to the researchers.
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Classic Cup: Kohima College beat Capital College in 6-goal thriller

Loyem soccer championship 
reaches quarter-finals stage 

Nagaland 
taekwondo 
players to 
compete in 
national 
championship  

Nagaland set to host Cooch 
Behar U19 cricket game 

Kane could be next Messi, 
Ronaldo, says German 
legend Matthaus

Players of Kohima College, (blue) and Capital College Higher Education (green) along with the chief guest Linda Solo and organizers 
officials before the match at the Kohima local ground on Thursday.

EM Images

Our Correspondent
Kohima, Nov. 2(EMN): 
Kohima College thrashed 
Capital College Higher 
Education 5-1 in the in-
augural match of  the 23rd 
Classic Club football tour-
nament held at Kohima 
local ground on Thursday.

Sk ipper  Megovi l i e 

Miasalhou scored a brace 
and a goal each from Nt-
senlo Semp, Khrielazotuo 
Mepfhuo, Nsamlungbe 
Nkie helped Kohima Col-
lege mark their entry into 
the tournament.

Kohima College started 
brightly but gifted a goal 
through a penalty in the 

16th minute, with Chuba 
opening the scoring for 
Capital College after the 
defender conceded a penal-
ty for a foul inside the area. 
But minutes later Kohima 
College regained momen-
tum after a penalty was 
awarded in the 18th minute 
and Ntsenlo Semp stepped 

up to the occasion to score 
the equalizer.

There was no stopping 
for the Kohima College 
side as captain Megovilie 
Miasalhou scored the sec-
ond goal in the 27th minute 
to make it 2-1 in the first 
half.

In the second half, 

Dimapur, Nov. 2 (EMN): The first match 
of  match day 23 of  the ongoing Loyem 
Memorial Senior Soccer Open Champi-
onship saw 3rd NAP Battalion earn three 
points following what was stated by the 
organisers in a press release as a “walk-
out” staged by the opposing team Upper 
Defence FC. 

“The intense second match played out 
between Donching Yangmei FC A and 
Lungdon FC ended in a goalless draw 
much to the delight of  Donching Yangmei 
FC A supporters. 

Lungdon FC missed several opportuni-
ties in the first half  and in the 37th minute 
of  second half, Lungdon FC missed the 
golden opportunity to convert a goal after 

they were awarded a penalty kick which 
was beautifully deflected by the custodian 
of  Donching Yangmei FC A Naset Chang 
denying a much needed goal for Lungdon 
FC which could have sealed their spot for 
the quarterfinal playoff. 

“With this draw Donching Yangmei 
FC are through to the quarterfinal playoff,” 
it informed. 

FRIDAY’S MATCH 
1st Quarterfinal

 Ngangpong FC Vs 40th Assam Rifles  
Time: 11.30 am

2nd Quarterfinal
Donching Yangmei FC B Vs Sangzi FC  

Time: 01.30 pm

Dimapur, Nov. 2 (EMN): The Nagaland Cricket As-
sociation (NCA) is all set to host the first match of the 
National Cooch Behar Under-19 Cricket Trophy at 
the NCA Stadium, Sovima, Dimapur from November 
5 to 8.

The four-day match between Jammu & Kashmir 
U-19 and Tripura Under-19 of  group-D would be 
conducted by the Board of Control for Cricket in India 
(BCCI). Match officials from BCCI and players and 
officials are all set to reach Dimapur by November 3, 
according to an NCA press release on Thursday.

The NCA has appealed cricket lovers in Naga-
land to come and witness the match which will start 
8.30 a.m. daily from November 5 to 8. “Meanwhile, 
Nagaland Women Under-19 team will play Sikkim 
Under-19 in a one-day tourney conducted by BCCI 
at Dhanbad on November 3. The Nagaland eves won 
their first match against Manipur by 117 runs,” it 
informed. 

New Delhi, Nov. 2 (IANS): Germany football legend 
Lothar Matthaus on Thursday named England striker 
Harry Kane as the successor of Argentine star Messi 
and Portugal's Ronaldo.

The first ever player to be named the FIFA World 
Player of the Year, Matthaus said Kane has a lot more 
potential than he displays on the field. 

"There are lot of options but at the moment I like 
(Harry) Kane from Tottenham Hotspur. He is the top 
scorer in England, not for the club but for the national 
team as well," Matthaus said at the Royal Stag Barrel 
Select Perfect Strokes event here. 

On All Biscuits
Air Freshner, Face Wash, 

Detergent Powder, Mosquito Coil, 
Creams, Soap, Deos & Perfumes, Hair Oil, 

Shampoo and many more.

On All Non Food Items

Buy1 Get1 

Free
        Haldiram’s 

        Soan Papdi 500g

        Besan Laddu 336g

        Brij Soan Papdi 500g

 160 MRP:

 200 MRP:

Dukes Cream Biscuits 

Buy2 Get1 

Free
 12-40MRP:

Mixer Brand Kenster

MRP: 3295

3999

+ +

2995MRP: 795MRP:
Induction cooker Brand Kenster Iron Brand Kenster

 140 MRP:

7
Flat 

%ff 7
Flat 

%ff

TM

Sastey Dino Ki Pehchan

NEAR DHOBINALA POLICE POINT
ZELIANGRONG VILLAGE

PHONE: 03862224232

DIMAPUR

Combo Offer :7085Combo MRP:

ASSURED GIFT
On Purchase of    1999 
Get a sugar 2kg 

Free
On Purchase Of    3999
Get A Container 3pcs

On Purchase Of    7999
Get A Pressure Cooker           

Free

Free

*Conditions apply. Offer valid till stock last. Prices / offers are subject to changes. Offers valid for retail customers only. Offers valid on selected items. Two or more offers cannot be clubbed with each other. All Product images are indicative only & may not match with the actual product.
Offers may be cancelled / modified by the management without any prior notice. Selling quantity restricted by Management for limited period offers.  All major credit cards, Vouchers, Paytm accepted.

Trolley Bag / Soft Toys 
Entire Range

2995MRP:

Viraat Offer

1999

Eveready Mixer Grinder

4195MRP:

Viraat Offer

2199

Prestige Induction Cooker Pic-19

2920MRP:

Viraat Offer

1799

Prestige Omega Delux 3pcs 
Non Stick Set

Wai Wai Hakka Noodles

Buy2 Get1 

Free
 35MRP:

Maggi Oats Noodles 300g

 98MRP:

Viraat Offer

89

Flat

 30%
Off

Bournvita 5star Magic 
500g

 232MRP:

Viraat Offer

199

Dhara Kachi Ghani Mustard 
Oil 1ltr

 139MRP:
Dhara Fit n Fine Soyabean 
Oil 1ltr

 109MRP:

Viraat Offer

83
Viraat Offer

98

Tata Tea Premium 1kg

 350MRP:

Viraat Offer

317

Freeze Bottle

49MRP:

Buy1Get1 

Free

Cassarole 1000ml

 199 MRP:

Viraat Offer

149

Neeraj Mustard Oil 1ltr

 118MRP:

Viraat Offer

80

Assured Gift Valid on 
Purchase of  Garments &

 Home Furnishing Items Only.

Kids Girl’s 
89*Top -

Capri - 99*

Kids Boy’s 
89*T-Shirt -

Shirt - 99*

Ladies Wear

99*Top -
Kurti - 189*

Men’s Wear

99*T-Shirt -
Blazer- 999*

DP- 216

DP- 217

Khrielazotuo Mepfhuo 
scored a stunning goal in 
the 41st minute to give his 
a deserving lead and Nsam-
lungbe Nkie scored in the 
54th minute for Kohima 
College.  Skipper Megovilie 
of  Kohima College com-
pleted the riot in the 61st 
minute as he found the net 
again to make it 5-1 at the 
end of  the final whistle.

 With the win, Kohima 
College will face Barak FC 
in the second round of  the 
tournament on November 

8.
Chief  Guest of  the in-

augural session and the 
Director Youth Resources 
and Sports, Linda Solo said 
that football is improving 
and gaining momentum 
year by year and stated that 
when it comes to football, 
Nagas are second to none.

Solo maintained that 
most Naga players have 
all the qualities to make it 
not only in the national but 
also at the international 
level and called upon the 

participants to give their 
best with sporting spirit.

The department has 
two academies (Dimapur 
and Kohima), said Solo 
and mentioned that both 
academies have good stu-
dents but due to lack of  
infrastructure, the players 
are not able to perform.

This year 35 teams are 
vying for the champion-
ship. The champions will 
receive Rs 1.50 lakh while 
the runner-up will get Rs. 
80,000 and individual priz-

es such as best goalkeeper, 
defender, midfielder, high-
est scorer, player of  the 
tournament and player of  
the people will be awarded.

FRIDAY’S FIXTURES

Megaton FC vs FC Ziezou @ 
10:30 AM

Turaco FC vs Midland Youth 
Organisation @ 11:30 AM
Danger FC vs Naga Jaguars 

FC @1 PM
St Joseph’s College vs Cluster 

FC @ 2:30 PM

Dimapur, Nov. 2 (EMN): 
Taekwondo players from 
Nagaland will be partici-
pating at the 35th Senior 
Nat iona l  Taekwondo 
Championship, scheduled 
to be held from Novem-
ber 23 to 26th this year at 
Jammu.

The Nagaland Tae-
k wo n d o  A s s o c i a t i o n 
(NTA) issued a press re-
lease on Thursday inform-
ing ‘all gold medal winners 
in Boy’s category at the 
recently concluded 30th 
NTA Meet’ to report for 
coaching-cum-selections 
starting from November 6 
at Indira Gandhi Stadium 
(IGS), Kohima.

The NTA said that it 
will take part in the forth-
coming Nagaland Mini 
Olympics scheduled from 
December 14 to 19 at 
Dimapur and also par-
ticipate in the North East 
Taekwondo Champion-
ship, which will be held at 
Guwahati from December 
19 to 21.

In this connection, the 
Nagaland Taekwondo As-
sociation   called upon 
all the taekwondo players 
to ‘gear up and prepare 
themselves for the two im-
portant events coming up 
next month’.


