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Mirror Takes

~ Arien
"You see that? Look at that? 

People are blaming us for 
corruption but that bulb is 

responsible, not us"

You don't take a 
photograph, you make it. 

~Ansel Adams
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Seated (L-R) former DCC President Kughato S Aye, Nungsang Jamir, Working President NPF Dimapur, 
Parliamentary Secretary Tovihoto Ayemi, Working President NPF Nyamnyei Konyak, and former  General 
Secretary DCC Hollohon Chishi.
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Min.Max. Max.Min.
Aizawl 25° 14°
Agartala 30° 18°
Gangtok 22° 08°
Guwahati 29° 16°
Imphal 26° 12°

Itanagar 26° 13°
Shillong 21° 09°
Delhi 32° 19°
Kolkata 30° 19°
Chennai 28° 24°

 Max:  Min:
KOHIMA 21.6° 10.8°
DIMAPUR 27° 19.2°
 RF:  RH:
KOHIMA NIL 86%
DIMAPUR NIL 92%
* Rainfall (RF) * Relative humidity (RH)
Temperature in State Capitals
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State managing only due to award 
by 14th Fin. Commission—official

Political tremors now affects the Congress

CM greets 
Kukis on Kut HC convicts accused in Nungshilila murder case

NCP replies to Yepthomi Scholarship: ENCSU serves govt. a week 

NPF youth wing dharna enters Day-8

Kandi public bandh passes 
off peacefully

Power department 
lists top 100 defaulters

    

WORLD ENTERTAINMENT SPORTS

More actors accuse Kevin Spacey  
of sexual harassment | P10

Abe re-elected Japanese PM 
after election landslide | P9

DCC Dimapur office bearers resign en masse and join NPF (Rio)

Srikanth recommended for  
Padma Shri by ex  
Sports Minister Goel  |  P11

Our Correspondent
Kohima, Nov. 01 (EMN): 
Had it not been for the 
generosity of  the 14th 
Finance Commission de-
scribed as the ‘most fa-
vourable awards’ it would 
not have been possible to 
run the state of  Nagaland 
with the burden of  a huge 
deficit of  Rs. 1542.7 cr. 
from the closing of  the 
13th Finance Commis-
sion.

This was observed by 
Y. Kikheto Sema, secre-
tary land resources de-
partment who was also 
earlier a secretary in the 
finance department at an 
interactive session with 
NCS probationers at ATI 
on November 1.

Presenting an over-
view of  the state finances 
and its sustainability, 
Sema pointed out that the 
state continue the depend-
ency on central grants 
with huge expenditure 
on major components of  
non-plan on salary and 
wages, pension payment, 
debt servicing, power pur-
chase, grant-in-aid etc.

Year Salary & Wages Pensions Debt Servicing Power 
Purchase Others Total

2005-06 895.02 202.92 511.17 71.5 227.51 1908.1

2006-07 961.38 223.7 437.64 88.5 260.25 1971.5

2007-08 1129.58 255.85 476.87 93 328.33 2283.6

2008-09 1241.18 273.73 572.31 120.01 407.3 2614.5

2009-10 1550.74 306.92 670.27 126.8 503.01 3157.7

2010-11 2139.99 335.97 420.33 160.63 352.92 3409.8

2011-12 2419.02 586.68 446.39 224.31 531.06 4207.5

2012-13 2606.7 677.03 481.64 223.75 615.17 4604.3

2013-14 2940.8 695.11 505.85 196.95 625.62 4964.3

2014-15 3255.01 891.01 560.35 240.3 696.83 5643.5

 Nagaland with a total 
population of  19.81 lac. 
has the highest number 
of  government employ-
ees in comparison with 
other Northeast states 
with a total of  12,53,09 
(both regular and fixed) 
employees with a 1:15 
ratio of  government em-
ployees to population 
in a total of  82 depart-
ments, second highest in 

India.
Sema stated that as per 

the 13th Finance Com-
mission norms, the state 
government employees 
status in 2014-15 should 
have been 79432, whereas 
the state had an excess of  
45877 employees.

Among the 12 depart-
ments, school education 
department topped the 
list with 27278 employees 

and spending 22.51 cr. on 
salaries followed by civil 
police with 26853 employ-
ees and spending 22.71 cr.  
on salaries. 

Citing some challeng-
es such as excess depart-
ments, schools, district ad-
ministration and offices, 
excessive employees, huge 
recurring expenditure, too 
many roads with main-
tenance problems, loss 

of  revenue on power etc, 
Sema impressed on the 
need for constant moni-
toring and control to man-
age the state’s finances by 
adopting certain austerity 
measures.

He also emphasised 
on the need for cordial 
relationship between civil 
societies and government, 
politicians and bureauc-
racy, regard and respect 
between inter-service as-
sociations etc.

Encouraging the pro-
bationers, Sema has sug-
gested them to take it as 
a challenge if  posted at 
remote area and be a mis-
sionary for socio-econom-
ic transformation, focus 
on quality education and 
value of  life, check on vil-
lage development funds, 
encourage active women 
participation etc.

The probationers were 
also urged to emphasis on 
dignity of  labour wherever 
they are posted in future, 
encourage on local prod-
ucts and maintain a good 
coordination with other 
departments.

Staff Reporter
Dimapur, Nov. 01 (EMN): 
District Congress Commit-
tee Dimapur, at an emer-
gency meeting deliberated 
the prospects of  the party 
and saw that the lack of  in-
ner democracy had taken a 
partisan political position 
which stirred up politi-
cal disagreements. Due to 
this, the DCC office bear-
ers, at a press conference 
announced a resolution to 
join hands with NPF un-
der the leadership of  Lok 
Sabha M.P Neiphiu Rio 
and Chief  Minister T.R. 
Zeilang. 

General secy. Hol-
lohon Chishi read out 
the resolution in front of  
office bearers, members 
including   frontals and 
DMCC president Asangla 
Imli, which stated that the 
“unfortunate and dicta-
torial attitude of  NPCC 
president K.Therie has 
brought about many dif-
ferences who failed to 
bring forward a blueprint 
of  policies and vision for 
the party’s own rejuvena-
tion”.

The office bearers 
under the leadership of  
president Kughato.S.Aye, 

DCC, Dimapur have firm-
ly decided to be actively 
involved in the negotia-
tion and solution of  Naga 
settlement to bring about 
change and an amicable 
solution along with and 
under the guidance of  the 
present CM and MP (Lok 
Sabha).

Parliamentary sec-
retary for Irrigation and 
Flood control Tovihoto 
Ayemi during his address 
said that it was an impor-
tant moment in history 
and a very bold and wise 
decision. He acknowl-
edged the sacrifice of  the 
members and office bear-
ers that because of  them 
the congress prevailed by 
“sweeping Dimapur” in 
the past elections. “It was 
all because of  your hard 
work and working sys-
tem that made it happen 
hence the positive results” 
he stated. Ayemi further 
made known that of  all the 
divisions, Dimapur was 
the best in performance 
party wise and welcomed 
each one of  the new mem-
bers on behalf  of  the govt. 
and as an elected mem-
ber of  NPF. Recognising 
that due to the union of  

the new members it has 
“strengthened the hands 
of  the NPF party”.  

The Parliamentary 
secretary reaffirmed that 
even though joining the 
party can be confusing in 
terms of  ideologies and 
policies for the new mem-
bers, he assured that unity 
will be a priority amongst 
all. As the party is expand-
ing, Ayemi advised the 
new members that there 
might be small rows and 
disagreements internally 
but to put aside those dif-
ferences and remember 
the larger interest of  the 
party and should not be 
overlooked over personal 
or individual interests. 

The following list of  
Congress workers that 
joined the NPF today 
are- Under 4th Ghaspani 
1, the Assembly Congress 
Constituency Commit-
tee  president and team 
with DCC members; 
Ghaspani 2  ACCC presi-
dent;   Dimapur 1 ACCC 
president and team;  Di-
mapur 3 ACCC president 
and team;  Dimapur Ma-
hila Congress Committee  
president;  and various 
frontals. 

Dimapur, Nov. 01 (EMN): The second day 
of  the 42-hour bandh that started on Oct. 31 
called by the Kandi Public Union passed off  
peacefully on Wednesday. 

This was stated through a press release 
from the publicity cell of  the Kandi Public 
Union.

It also stated that the union will intensify 
its agitation if  the government does not act 
on their demands. 

"The Union cautions that we shall inten-
sify the second phase of  agitation from 20th 
of  November 2017 if  the state government 
continues to remain silent on the issue. The 
second phase will be indefinite total bandh 
along NH-2," it stated. 

The bandh was called for delaying the 
construction of  BDO office under the Chun-
likha RD Block  despite the laying of  foun-
dation in 2012. 

The union also stressed that it is the first 
time that the public of  the area had to come 
out to the street with a demand to the gov-
ernment to address their grievances. 

The band will end at midnight on No-
vember 1.

Dimapur, Nov. 01 (EMN): A day after the list 
top 100 defaulting single point metered villages 
was released, the Department of  Power has on 
Wednesday again released the list of  the top 100 
defaulting government consumers. 

" The Department is once again compelled to 
release the details as inspite of  several reminders 
and notices, they fail to clear the dues," the press 
release from the department added. 

The list comprises of  other government de-
partment, quasi-government institutions and 
defence forces. 

The Marcofed Ltd.  a quasi government 
agency tops the list with a total outstanding of  
Rs. 91,01,014 followed by the Women Hostel 
and Treasury of  one Training Institute Complex 
and Tuli paper mill. 

Among the remaining defaulters, along with 
the government department there also many lo-
cations of  Assam Rifles and the CRPF. 

The total outstanding that these consumers 
owe to the department amounts to Rs. 15.45 cr.

Detailed list on Page 6

Our Correspondent
Kohima, Nov. 01 (EMN):  MLA Yitachu has said 
that the NPF party will go to any extent to restore 
the rights of the people of the State and further to-
wards a logical conclusion.

Speaking at the NPF dharna at Nagaland civil 
secretariat on November 1, the MLA slammed the 
Governor PB Acharya and the NLA Speaker Imti-
wapang for acting unethically.

“The way the Governor of Nagaland and the 
NLA Speaker is behaving, it clearly shows that the 
Constitution of India does not apply to the state of  
Nagaland,” Yitachu said adding “the way the judi-
ciary is acting, it also clearly shows that the Indian 
legal system does not apply to the state of Naga-
land.”

“We will move a resolution for an alternative 
constitution of Nagaland, as the present constitu-
tion does not apply to the State,” he ridiculed, while 
he stated that “the present “unconstitutional gov-
ernment” will complete its full term as the Gover-
nor and NLA Speaker are with them.”

With the NPF dharna entering the eight day, Yi-
tachu reasoned out why the Speaker is still remain-
ing silent on the demands pressed by the NPF (Dr. 
Shürho’s) party. He reiterated that the present gov-
ernment headed by TR is “unconstitutional,” while 

he went on to mention that they (TR’s party) cannot 
continue to fool the Nagas.

Stating that the dharna staged by the NPF youth 
wing is a burning issue, Yitachu wondered as to why 
it (dharna) couldn’t grab the attention of the CM.

“This is a burning issue, but the CM’s priority is 
on having breakfast with 11 Naga bloggers,” he said 
adding that “the CM is yet to have a press briefing 
on the demands pressed by the NPF.”

To the Governor, the MLA considered him as a 
strong RSS member who is here in North East and 
particularly Nagaland to propagate Hinduism.

“Governor’s attachment with the North east re-
gion has been for many years, but he (Acharya) has 
failed in his mission as he could not convert a single 
Naga to Hinduism,” Yitachu said.

On one of the recent incidents where a legislator 
from TR’s group man-handled a department officer 
of Health and Family Welfare, Yitachu said this 
happened out of frustration.

“CM should be responsible for any action com-
mitted by his council of ministers. It should be a col-
lective responsibility of the government that such an 
act was committed against a bureaucrat. What gov-
ernment is this?” the MLA questioned.

On newspaper reports where Rio-led NPF has 
closed its door for reconciliation, Yitachu asserted 

that “the NPF “Shürho’s group is neither a breaka-
way group nor a split group” further mentioning 
that “the NPF office still stands tall below Hotel 
Japfü Ashok.”

“We don’t understand what they mean by rec-
onciliation. To talk about reconciliation, they don’t 
have a place anymore,” he added saying “We are 
not fighting for ourselves, but we are fighting for the 
entire Naga people.”

NPF minority wing president, Bishnu Bhat-
tacharjee, stated that the Shürhozelie-led NPF is 
the original party, and therefore said that any other 
party should not disturb the smooth functioning of  
the party.

Bhattacharjee also criticised the present govern-
ment as “unconstitutional” and a “sleeping govern-
ment” which is a making a mockery of the entire 
Nagas. President of NPF Zunheboto division, 
Akavi also addressed the gathering.

The programme was chaired by Yanhola, gen-
eral secretary, Central Women Wing, NPF, while 
Mhasimeyie, president of NPF Youth Wing, Ko-
hima division, delivered the welcome address. The 
vote of thanks was tendered by S Haino, secretary, 
Central Youth Wing, NPF. 

(Youth wings petitions  
President of  India - Page 3)

Dimapur, Nov. 01 (EMN): The Nagaland 
State Unit of the Nationalist Congress Party 
has on Wednesday stated that contrary to the 
statement made by Tokheho Yepthomi, the 
NCP had won 4 seats in 2013 elections, al-
though they 'deserted' the party later.

The state President of the NCP Vanthun-
go Odyuo stated this in reply to the statement 
by Minister for Parliamentary Affairs that the 
NCP  has no MLAs currently in the house.  

" To remind Shri. Tokheho Yepthomi, it is 
hereby declare very clearly that the NCP Na-
galand State Unit had won 2 assembly seats 
in 2008 General Election and 4 seats in the 
last 2013 election although all of them have 
deserted the NCP and joined other political 
parties before completing their term of office. 
The defection of NCP MLAs is most unfor-
tunate having betrayed the mandate of the 
electorates and the political parties on which 
ticket they were elected," stated the president 
of the NCP Nagaland state unit.

He also reminded the minister that the 
NCP has its political organisation in the state 
since 1999, the year the party was formed and 
that under his President-ship it has "geared 

up" to "revamp" the party at all.  He was also 
confident that the party will  some seats in the 
next elections. 

He also alleged that the "outburst" of  
Shri. Tokheho Yepthomi is unexpected from 
a senior politician of his stature and advised 
the minister  to refrain from resorting to mak-
ing "baseless allegations" to gain political 
mileage.

Odyuo also iterated that Kuzholuzo 
Neinu was the unanimously appointed as the 
DAN Chairman in a manner of "most fair-
ness and authenticity" by the "bonafide mem-
bers" of NPF, NCP and JD (U).  It was done 
after the NPF, the leading party of DAN had 
already severed its ties with the BJP as coali-
tion alliance partner of DAN in July 2017.

"Let it be known to all concerned that 
the Nagaland State of NCP along with our 
esteem counterpart JD (U) shall continue 
to stand solidly behind the leadership of the 
President of NPF, Dr. Shurhozelie Liezietsu 
and the DAN Chairman, Shri.Azo Nienu 
in our joint efforts to serve the best interest 
and welfare of the people of Nagaland," he 
added.

Dimapur, Nov. 01 (EMN):  
An organisation representing 
students in the eastern region 
of Nagaland has served the 
state’s government a week to 
release their academic scholar-
ships in full. It is informed that 
the central government has al-
ready released funds if  not for 
‘manipulative policies’ by the 
authorities in concern. 

The Eastern Nagaland 
College Students’ Union 
(ENCSU) issued on Nov. 1 a 
copy of a representation ad-
dressed to the chief minister. 
The union has demanded that 
the officials responsible for the 
alleged mismanagement be pe-
nalised.

The ENCSU noted what 
it called the ‘lukewarm atti-
tude’ of the authorities. ‘The 
ENCSU is compelled to de-
mand your immediate action 
and subsequently release the 
scholarship for the current 

year 2016-2017 in full amount 
within 7 days period,’ the rep-
resentation stated.

According to the group, 
the Ministry of Tribal Affairs 
had released the first instal-
ment of funds on Dec. 28 2016 
totalling Rs. 13, 44,00,000 for 
Nagaland. 

‘However, the department 
couldn’t submit the Utilization 
Certificate to the ministry as 
desired even after the lapse of  
more than eight months,’ the 
representation stated.

“Accordingly, the ENCSU 
had demanded before the de-
partment of Higher Education, 
govt. of Nagaland the respon-
sibility behind for detaining 
the money for eight months, 
which subsequently delays in 
disbursement of scholarship 
in time and failing to submit 
the Utilization Certificate to 
the concerned ministry,” the 
ENCSU stated. 

Dimapur, Nov. 01 (EMN): 
The Chief Minister TR Ze-
liang has on Wednesdays 
greeted the Kuki community 
o Nagaland on the occasion 
of Kut, autumn post-harvest 
festival. 

"The festival is a reflec-
tion of thanksgiving to the Al-
mighty God for His blessings 
and bountiful harvest and it 
must be an occasion for the 
people to come together to 
ensure peace, harmony and 
love in this peaceful state", 
stated the chief minister

He also stated that the 
Kuki tribe has rich cultural 
heritage and they must pro-
mote and preserve their 
unique culture and traditions. 

The chief minister also 
stated that the community 
can also play an important 
role in strengthening bonds 
between different tribes and 
contribute towards economic 
development of the state.

"I wish, the festival brings 
great joy and prosperity to all 
the households of the com-
munity".

Dimapur, Nov. 01 (EMN): 
The sensational murder 
case of  Nungshilila came 
to a closure on Oct.17 after 
the Gauhati High Court 
Kohima Bench convicted 
the accused Rikumkaba 
and ruled that the victim's 
family be compensated.

This was made known 
through a communiqué 
from the Nagaland State 
Legal Services Authority 
on Wednesday detailing 
the history of  the case and 
the present judgement. 

"After hearing the 
parties, the Hon’ble 
High Court by the Judg-
ment and Order dated 
17-10-2017, was pleased 
to quash and set aside 
the Judgment and Order 
dated 18-02-2015, of  the 
Learned Sessions Judge 
Dimapur, passed in G.R. 
Case No. 339/2013, and 
found accused Rikumkaba 
as guilty of  having com-
mitted offence punishable 
under Sections 447, 380 
and 302 of  IPC, "  stated 

the order. 
The present case was 

an appeal made by the 
sister of  the victim pray-
ing the court to quash the 
earlier order of  Sessions 
Judge, Dimapur that ac-
quitted the three accused 
persons in the case T. Ya-
pang Ao, Samarenba and 
Santosh Nath and the fi-
nal judgement passed by 
the Sessions Judge on 18-
02-2015 acquitting the last 
accused Rikumkaba.

She also prayed the 

court for a for re-investi-
gation by the CBI and  to 
give adequate relief(s) to 
the family members of  the 
deceased victim.

The court further di-
rected the sessions judge 
Dimapur to fix a date for 
sentence hearing to award 
appropriate sentence in the 
presence of  the convict. 

The court also directed 
the NLSA to take neces-
sary action for compensat-
ing to the family members 
of  the victim. 

Break-up of major expenditure under non-plan (2005- 2015)
Rs. in crores

Sentencing awaited



Stakeholders deliberate on bankable 
scheme for mithun farming in state 
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Workshop being held at ICAR-NRC Medziphema campus on Oct. 31.

Students of GMS Sabangya pose for the lens during the IDD awrenress programme at the school premises.

The three accused along with recovered arms.

Health workers at the two day training programme in the CMO conference hall, Kohima.

Dr. Keviletsu Khate addressing at 
the two day training programme.

Chief Manager Jonah Sumi addressing the meeting at the NSCB Kohima main branch.

Officials of NSRLM, SBI, NSBC and stakeholders after the launching programme at Chuchuyimlang. 

Online scholarships application extended 
The Director of Higher Education has informed that 
the online applications of scholarships that are being 
implemented by Department of Higher Education i.e. Post 
Matric Scholarship for ST students of Nagaland, State Merit 
Scholarship and NEC- stipend and book grant, has been 
extended to Nov. 13.

VVPAT demonstration in Mkg
Deputy Commissioner & District Election Officer, 
Mokokchung Sushil Kumar Patel has notified that the 
Voters Verifiable Paper Audit Trail (VVPAT) machine will be 
mandatorily used in all the polling stations in the coming 
state election.  In this regard a demonstration on VVPAT will 
be held on Nov. 7, 12 noon at ADC (Planning) conference 
hall. All AEROs, master trainer and political parties under 
Mokokchung district, presidents of Ao Senden, AKM and 
Watsu Mungdang have been requested to attend the 
demonstration programme. DC also informed that DPRO 
Mokokchung has been asked to make video coverage of 
the programme.

DEO Dimapur informs schools
District Education Officer (DEO) Dimapur has informed all 
the new schools yet to be covered under UDISE & SDMIS 
under Dimapur district to submit the school detail report on 
or before Nov. 3 to the DEO office Room No. 3.

State BJP to organise orientation trg
The state Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP) will be organising 
orientation training on Nov. 4, 10:30 a.m. at Hotel Saramati, 
Dimapur. All the state office bearers, spokespersons, BJP 
MLAs, core group members, state frontal presidents and 
general secretaries are directed to attend the programme. 

RTI official appointed for finance dept. 
The Finance department in a notification informed that the 
state government has designated Deputy Secretary Finance 
Hiazu Meru as Assistant Public Information Officer (APIO) 
for the department.

Tuensang DPDB meeting
The Tuensang District Planning & Development Board 
(DPDB) monthly meeting has been scheduled on Nov. 6, 11 
a.m. at Deputy Commissioner’s conference hall. All DPDB 
members have been requested to attend the meeting 
positively. 

NEWS IN BRIEF

IDD awareness prog. conducted in schools

Health workers equipped 
with vulnerability mapping 

Three apprenhended with illegal arms

Kuthur farmers trained 
on composting methods

Customers request NStCB to install more ATM in Kohima

NSRLM launched at Chuchuyimlang RD block

Dimapur, Nov. 01 (EMN): Con-
sidering the significance of  sci-
entific mithun farming as an al-
ternative means of  livelihood to 
the resource-poor farmers of  the 
Northeastern hilly region, mit-
hun farming has been included 
in National Livestock Mission. 
However, ICAR-NRC on Mithun 
said the implementation has been 
impeded due to lack of  bankable 
scheme for mithun farming. 

In order to address the issue, 
ICAR-NRC on Mithun organised 
one day stakeholders’ workshop 
on “finalization of  techno-eco-
nomic parameters for developing 
bankable formulation of  bankable 
mithun project” at Medziphema 
campus on Oct. 31.  

More than thirty people in-
cluding policy makers, veterinary 
officers, KVK personnel, farm 
managers, scientists, NGOs and 
banking institutions from the 
mithun rearing states namely 
Arunachal Pradesh, Nagaland 
and Manipur participated in the 
workshop.

While finalizing the techno-
economic parameters, Dr. S Pan, 
senior professor of  West Bengal 
Veterinary University, Kolkata, 
who is an expert in developing 
such schemes for other livestock 
species, emphasised that suc-
cess of  any bankable scheme will 
depend on the consensus on the 
techno-economic parameters by 
stakeholders. He also asked the 

opinion of  stakeholders on techno-
economic parameters so a techni-
cally feasible and  economically 
viable  scheme can be developed.

MK Mero, commissioner and 
secretary, Department of  Vet-
erinary and Animal Husbandry, 
highlighted the efforts of  the state 
government and stated that a draft 
scheme should be made available 
before December this year, so that 
it can be placed before the SLBC 
for its finalization. Mero assured 
full cooperation of  the department 
towards the development of  mit-
hun farming in the state and urged 
the financial institutions to come 
forward to support the same for 
promoting free-range mithun rear-
ing in all the Northeast states.

WEATHER FORECAST IN OTHER DISTRICTS 
Max Min DP RH RF

WOKHA 18.6 16.8 16.2 82 NIL
ZBT 22.6 16.4 19.9 91 NIL
MON 26.2 16 14.7 92 NIL
TUENSANG 19.2 17 18.8 93 NIL
MKG 24 13.2 18.6 81 NIL
PHEK 18.6 12 14.4 88 NIL
KIPHIRE 19 13.2 18.7 98 4

SECHÜ ZUBZA 22 13 17.1 75 NIL

TSEMINYU 22 13 14 73 NIL
JALUKIE 24 12 21.5 91 NIL
MANGKOLEMBA 25 18.2 20.7 81 NIL
*Dew Point (DP) *Relative Humidity (RH) * Rainfall (RF)
Source: Department of Soil & Water Conservation, Nagaland 

GM NABARD SK Dhumal 
while deliberating on the bank-
ability of  the scheme stressed the 
need for the provision of  sufficient 
security in the form of  joint liabil-
ity group and other collaterals. 

Dr. ND Minto, director of  
Veterinary and Animal Husband-
ry, Government of  Arunachal 
Pradesh emphasised the need 
for a model bankable scheme for 
mithun farming to improve the 
economic livelihood of  the mithun 
keepers.  

Dr. Abhijit Mitra in his open-
ing remark stated that mithun is 
having huge potentials to support 
the economic livelihood of  the 
farmers wherein its other capabili-
ties like milk, hide and draught in 
addition to meat need to be ex-
plored. He also added that mithun 
is the only livestock species which 
also has synergy in the conserva-
tion of  the forest.

Other officials from Arunachal 
Pradesh NLDP Nagaland, Ma-
nipur state, Enterpreneur Associ-
ates and NEIDA also actively in 
the meeting.

ICAR-NRC on Mithun also 
mention in a release that Mithun 
is traditionally reared under a free-
range forest ecosystem with almost 
zero input and they are left to the 
mercy of  Mother Nature. How-
ever, such system is not only less 
remunerative but does not allow 
any scientific intervention in terms 
of  management, breeding, nutri-
tion and disease control.

Dimapur, Nov. 01 (EMN): Office of  the 
Chief  Medical Officer, Kohima along 
with District Health Society, department 
of  Health & Family Welfare and Na-
tional Urban Health Mission (NUHM) 
conducted three day training on ‘Vulner-
ability mapping /disease profiling & IMI 
(BRIDGE)’ at CMO conference hall on 
Oct. 27, 30th and 31st. 

The objective of  the training was to 

equip the participants the necessary skills 
to conduct survey on vulnerability map-
ping at urban Kohima. 

The participants consisting of  Urban 
ANMs, ASHAs and AWWs were also 
trained on BRIDGE which is an Interper-
sonal Communication Skills (ICS) train-
ing primarily aimed to generate demand 
for routine immunization and reduce 
hesitancy.

 Dimapur, Nov. 01 (EMN):  
The 32 Assam Rifles, under 
the aegis of  HQ IGAR 
(North) alongwith police 
representative launched an 
operation at Burma Camp, 
Dimapur on Oct. 31, based 
on specific information 
regarding presence of  an 
arms dealer.

According to PRO Lt. 
Col. Amitabh Sharma, 
during the search, the team 
apprehended one cadre 
identified as Inache H 

Awomi (45 yrs), resident of  
Kushiabil village, Dimapur, 
along with one Pt 22 mm 
pistol with magazine and 
other incriminating docu-
ments. The apprehended 
individual along with re-
covered arms and items 
were handed over to East 
Police Station, Dimapur 
for further investigation. 

In a separate opera-
tion on, Oct. 31 at Super 
Market, Dimapur, the 32 
Assam Rifles along with 

police representative, ap-
prehended two persons 
namely Ayang Ao, (55 yrs), 
son of  Maten Ao, resident 
Nagarjan, Dimapur and 
Moa Jamir Ao, (46 yrs), 
son of  Chuba Jamir, resi-
dent of  Christ colony, Di-
mapur, with two Pt 22 mm 
pistols with magazines. 

The accused along 
with recovered arms were 
handed over to East Police 
Station, Dimapur for inves-
tigation. 

Dimapur, Nov. 01 (EMN): The 
Nagaland State Rural Livelihoods 
Mission (NSRLM) was launched at 
Chuchuyimlang, RD block on Oct. 
31 at Town Hall, Chuchuyimlang 
under Mokokchung district.

During the launching programme, 
BDO RD Block, Chuchuyimlang 
Wangom Konyak highlighted depart-
mental activities for the uplift of  the 
rural poor and also urged the village 
representatives to extend their full 
support in order to ensure the success 
of  the mission.

Branch Manager SBI Chuchuy-
imlang Zulutoshi Ao stressed on the 
importance of  unity, transparency 

and proper maintenance of  records 
for the mission to thrive and also as-
sured that the bank is ready to extend 
their co-operation.

Also addressing the gathering, 
branch managers of  NSCB Ltd. and 
NABARD assured their support 
to the community, provided they 
maintain and follow proper norms 
and principles as laid down by the 
mission. They also urged the staff  of  
NSRLM to give proper guidance on 
the bank credit linkage to the SHGs.

The program was attended by 
BDO cum Block Mission Manager, 
RD block, Chuchuyimlang; branch 
managers of  SBI Chuchuyimlang; 

NSCB Ltd and NABARD Mokokc-
hung; DRDA project officers; staff  of  
District Mission Management Unit 
(DMMU) NSRLM, DRDA, Mokok-
chung; Block staff  of  Chuchuyimlang 
NSRLM; village councils; VDBs and 
existing SHGs representatives from 
seven villages under RD block.

The program was chaired by area 
coordinator, Imyangerla Imsong, 
while assistant district program 
manager, Bendangtoshi delivered 
welcome address and introduction 
of  NSRLM.

The program concluded with 
a brief  discussion with the partici-
pants.

Dimapur, Nov. 01 (EMN): As per govern-
ment directives, an awareness programme 
on Iodine Deficiency Disorder (IDD) was 
conducted Mount Moriah School Ungma, 
GMS Imrong Ungma, GMS Sabangya, 
JMS Chungtia and Don Bosco School Tuli 
under Mokokchung district on Oct 30 and 
31st.

As a part of  an awareness programme, 
essay, painting, and slogan writing competi-
tion was organised under the theme, “To 
prevent mental, physical growth retardation, 
consume only Iodised salt” for students of  
five schools. 

Talk on awareness of  Iodine Deficiency 
Disorders and salt testing for iodine content 
was demonstrated by medical officers.

Dimapur, Nov. 01 (EMN): Cus-
tomers have suggested Nagaland 
State Cooperative Bank (NStCB) 
to open more ATM booths in 
the state capital. The suggestion 
was put forth during the busi-
ness meet in commemorations 
of  bank’s golden jubilee, at Ko-
hima main branch on Oct. 30. 
The meeting was sponsored and 
financed by the Government of  
Nagaland.

Addressing the business sum-
mit, Chief  Manager NStCB 
Jonah Sumi of  Kohima Main 
Branch said that the bank which 
started with one branch in Di-
mapur will be completing 50 
years on Nov. 10 at Dimapur. 
He informed that there are 21 
branches across the state. He 
also thanked well wishers and 
customers of  the bank.

Vice Chairman BOD NStCB 
Kekhwengulo Lea, in his address 
appreciated the banking staff  for 

Dimapur, Nov. 01 (EMN): 
Krishi Vigyan Kendra 
(KVK), Tuensang organ-
ised two day farmers training 
on composting, types and 
uses in organic farming and 
advances in production tech-
nology of major spice crops 
like ginger and Naga king 
chilli for farmers of Kuthur 
village on Oct. 30 and 31st at 
KVK farm, Tuensang. 

The programme was 
organised to train the farm-
ers on different methods of  
composting which in turn 
will help them in the long 
run to maintain cleanliness 
in the village and the com-
post can be used as a supple-
ment for production of  all 
agricultural and horticultur-
al crops and also considering 
the scope of high value crops 

in the village, Ginger and 
Naga King Chilli produc-
tion technology training was 
imparted.

Dr. Keviletsu Khate, sen-
ior scientist and head KVK, 
Tuensang, emphasised on 
the importance of compost-
ing organic products which 
helps in waste management, 
cleaner environment and 
for use as organic input in 
the field. He also encour-
aged the farmers to take full 
advantage of  the training 
programme so that a change 
can be brought upon in the 
farming practices.

In a two day technical 
sessions, resource persons 
Assistant Chief  Technical 
Officer (Soil Conservation) 
Imtilemla and Subject Mat-
ter Specialist (Horticulture) 
Dr. Shisarenla Aier, impart-
ed trainings in composting, 
its uses and advances in 
production technology. 

Hands-on-demonstra-
tion of  organic compost 
preparation was also con-
ducted and theoretical ses-
sion on cultivation and man-
agement practices of ginger 
and Naga king chilli. 

Altogether 36 farmers 
attended the training pro-
gramme.

carrying good works in the state, 
adding that the bank is the only 
bank in the state which is reach-

ing far and near across the state 
and helping the farmers.  He 
also informed that the bank is 

also competing with commercial 
banks and be able to sustain on 
its own for which he thanked the 

state government for assistance. 
BOB NStCB T Abao Kire 

said that the bank has come 
a long way and now ready to 
celebrate the golden jubilee and 
the bank was able to compete 
with multi nationalised bank in 
the state.

Former MD NStCB Sedehol 
Sale also shared his experience 
with the bank, which he served 
from 1974 till his retirement 2007 
and also congratulated the bank 
to celebrate the golden jubilee.

NABARD AGM Bendang 
lauded the NStCB in partnering 
with NABARD for carrying out 
various activities in the state.   

The function was chaired 
by ABM Kevi Hibo, invocation 
prayer by Pastor, 1st AG Church, 
Kohima Rev. Dr.TR Angami, 
while welcome address was 
delivered by FO Keduseho Sale, 
and BM NStCB HSJ branch PP 
Bose proposed vote of  thanks.
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SET-NU students displaying ‘unity in diversity’ at the launching of Tech Aura 2017 on November 1.
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NEC organising team addressing the media persons on November 1 at DMC office premises.  
EM Images

Sec on of the crowd a ending the Ao tribe revival at Imkongmeren Sports Complex on November 1.  
(Inset) Rev. Maong speaking during the programme.

EM Images

Liangmai women presen ng a cultural dance during Chaga Gadi fes val at Orchid Ground UNB, Naga 
Colony, Burma Camp, Dimapur, on October 31.

Naga entrepreneurs to hold conclave

NPF youth appeals President to recall Governor Ao tribe revival underway in Mokokchung

SET ‘Tech Aura 2017’ underway

Police nabs 8 persons in Dimapur Consultative 
meet held in Tsg

Liangmai celebrates ‘Chaga Gadi’ festival

Staff Reporter 
Dimapur, Nov. 1 (EMN): 
To promote local entre-
preneurs in their respec-
tive vocation, young up-
coming entrepreneurs in 
the persons of  Gihutoli 
Khulu, Vilokali Zhimomi, 
Akato A Rochill, Ravozo 
Khusoh, and Atohoto 
Zhimomi have announced 
to organise ‘Naga Entre-
preneurs Conclave (NEC)’ 
on November 17 and 18 at 
Urban Haat. The conclave 
will be held from 11 a.m. to 
8 p.m. on both days.

This was announced by 
the NEC organising team 
at a press conference on 
November 1 at Dimapur 
Municipal Council (DMC) 
office premises. NEC is be-
ing supported by DMC and 
Business Association of  
Nagas (BAN). The two-day 
event with its motto “Sup-
port local” is an innova-
tion to enhance traditional 
marketing style by bringing 
together all the existing lo-
cal owned businesses and 
enterprises with an idea of  
connecting with another 
through such business con-
clave and activities. 

“NEC is essentially a 

meeting of  both start-ups 
and already established 
firms exclusively for the lo-
cals in order to discuss the 
problems and sort out the 
solution and in a way pro-
moting each other’s busi-
ness,” expounded Akato 
A Rochill. NEC is a move-
ment that has been initiated 
mainly to conserve a space 
for locals in the market. It 
is about recognising the po-
tentials of  the local makers, 
recognising their products 
and services and making 
them available to larger sec-
tion of  society, he added.       

According to the organ-
isers, the main target of  or-
ganising NEC is not to do 
business but for the start-
ups and entrepreneurs to 
be noticed. Moreover with 
the State facing a crucial 
setback on business inva-
sion mostly by illegal im-
migrants, the team said ‘it 
is high time for Nagas to be 
established in our land’.   

“When you support lo-
cal, they support you and 
the least of  what each one 
of  us can contribute to our 
society is to support locals. 
By buying locally produced 
products, you and I should 

pledge to invest in our local 
economy,” conveyed the 
organising team. 

“Listen to local entre-
preneurs stories, look at 
their products, taste their 
food and find out what’s in 
the local for you. Exchange 
vows to support fellow lo-
cals, be more community 
oriented, support sustain-
able community” is what 
the organisers want the 
participants at the conclave 
to contribute.

During the two-day 
event, there will stalls, 
business conclave and en-
tertainment. Interested en-
trepreneurs and start-ups 
can collect the form for 
participation from ‘The 
Garden’ located at Super-
market and the ‘World of  
Titan,’ Dimapur. The reg-
istration fee for Dimapur is 
Rs 1000, while the fees for 
participants from Kohima 
and other districts will be 
Rs 500, the team informed.  

The organisers have 
invited start-ups, farmers, 
suppliers, designers, mu-
sicians, photographers, 
weavers, carpenters and all 
local entrepreneurs to be 
part of  the event.

Our Correspondent
Kohima, Nov. 1 (EMN): While 
stating that the State Governor, 
PB Acharya, has murdered the 
Constitution of  India and violated 
all the democratic practices, the 
NPF Youth Wing has beseeched 
upon the President of  India to im-
mediately intervene and recall the 
Governor and also to take cogni-
zance of  the biased actions of  the 
Speaker of  the Nagaland Legisla-
tive Assembly.

In submitting a seven-point 
memorandum to the President 
of  India, the NPF Youth Wing 
pointed out that the Governor, 
without any rhyme, has dismissed 
the Shürhozelie-led DAN gov-
ernment on the July 19, 2017, at 
around 12 noon.

Informing the President about 
the events that followed, the mem-
orandum signed by NPF Youth 
Wing president, N Vihoshe Swu, 
and the working president, Ben-
dangtoshi, said TR Zeliang was 
invited to form government that 
day itself  with barely three hours 
of  dismissal of  the NPF-led DAN 
government.

“It is indeed surprising that 
TR Zeliang was sworn-in as the 
chief  minister of  Nagaland at 3 

PM,” the memorandum said add-
ing that “TR Zeliang was also 
sworn-in without a letter of  sup-
port from the NPF party.”

Further stating that that TR 
Zeliang was expelled from the 
NPF on July 19, the NPF Youth 
Wing presented before the Presi-
dent of  India that the Governor 
should not have invited TR Ze-
liang to form the government.

Further stating that the Gov-
ernor summoned the assembly for 
the floor test on July 21, the youth 
wing informed that the NPF ac-
cordingly issued whip through its 
chief  whip Keyanilie Peseyie to 
vote against the motion moved by 
TR Zeliang, citing reason that he 
(Zeliang) had been expelled from 
the party w.e.f. July 19, 2017.

“That, in total defiance of  the 
party whip issued by the party, al-
together 36 NPF MLAs including 
the speaker voted in favour of  TR 
Zeliang. As a matter of  fact, the 
NPF party has moved disqualifi-
cation petition in the Speaker’s 
court against the 36 MLAs who 
had wilfully defied the party Whip 
on July 21, 2017,”the memoran-
dum further stated.

Even after a lapse of  three 
months, the youth wing body said 

the Speaker of  the NLA has not 
taken any action till date. On the 
other hand, it claimed that instead 
of  taking action as per the laid 
down provisions under the consti-
tution of  India, the Speaker is jus-
tifying in making flimsy excuses 
which is amounting to subjugat-
ing the rule of  law.

Informing the President that 
the NPF Youth Wing has resorted 
to a peaceful dharna in the form 
of  sit-in protest in front of  the 
Nagaland Civil Secretariat begin-
ning from October 23, the party’s 
youth wing justified it stance that 
this (dharna) was done to regis-
ter their protest against the inor-
dinate delay on the part of  the 
Speaker in taking action on the 
disqualification petition against 
the 36 NPF MLAs, and further 
for not taking necessary action 
on the various other issues such 
which includes - appointment of  
Yitachu as the Chief  Whip of  the 
NPF party in place of  late Keya-
neilie Peseyie, and also on recog-
nition of  Küzholüzo Azo Nienu 
as the leader of  Legislature Party, 
which it said are mandatory un-
der the prevailing Parliamentary 
practices.

“It is indeed surprising, that 

the “Honourable Speaker”, in-
stead of  taking up the case for 
disqualification of  the 36 MLAs, 
have resorted to summoning the 
nine MLAs for disqualification 
which is totally wrong in the eyes 
of  the law,” the party’s youth 
wing said.

“All these events were carried 
out in total violation of  the Indian 
Constitution. The Constitution of  
India has not been made applica-
ble to the politically sensitive State 
of  Nagaland. The Government of  
India and the Naga Nationalist 
Groups are in a political dialogue 
to bring an amicable solution to 
the Seven (7) decades old political 
issue. The NPF party, a registered 
political party with the Election 
Commission of  India has been 
pro-active in bringing permanent 
peace and permanent solution,” it 
further stated.

The memo submitted to the 
President of  India which demand-
ed for recalling the Governor, also 
stated that “in the event of  any-
more disrespect to the Constitu-
tion of  India and its legal system, 
the Governor Acharya, who is the 
constitutional head of  the State, 
will be held solely responsible, 
and not the Nagas.”

Dimapur, Nov. 1 (EMN): Dimapur police 
have arrested eight persons from different 
parts of  Dimapur in the past one week for 
indulging in various crimes. The arrested 
persons have been booked and are under 
investigation.

On October 24, one person identified 
as Sajan Namasotoro (18), son of  Bidam 
Namasotoro of  Silchar, Assam, was ar-
rested for pick pocketing a passenger at 
Dimapur Railway Station. A cash amount 
of  Rs 8000 was recovered from his posses-
sion. According a case has been registered 
at Dimapur GRPS and further investiga-
tion is on.

In a separate incident on October 24, 
police arrested two persons in connection 
with vehicle theft case registered at Sub-
Urban PS (SBN). They have been identi-
fied as Atsu Yimchunger (30), son of  Ra-
khi Yimchunger of  Tsundang village in 
Kiphire district and presently resident of  
Balijan Khan Bosti, Karbi-Anglong, As-
sam, and Md. Enamul Hussain (25), son 
of  Md. Adubakkar Siddique of  Bardowa 
Nagaon and presently resident of  Balijan 
Khan Bosti, Assam.

On October 26, Special Operation 
Team (SOT) intercepted one vehicle bear-
ing registration No. WB-57C-7973 (Tata) 
from 5th Mile near Faith Petrol Pump and 
recovered 31 packets of  suspected contra-
band Ganja. 

In this connection two persons iden-
tified as Nyam Sheik (31), son of  Fajla 
Haque of  Katwa village, Baganpara, Burd-
wan in West Bengal, and Rabial Sheik 
(27), son of  Jahman Sheik of  Kandara 
village, Murshidabad, West Bangal, were 

apprehended. Accordingly a case has been 
registered at Diphupar Police Station for 
further investigation.

On October 27, Anti Extortion Team 
(AET) Zone–II arrested one person identi-
fied as Alok Dutta, son of  Sumel Dutta of  
Sangtamtilla for collecting yearly tax of  Rs 
500 from Loknath Pan Shop at New Mar-
ket, Dimapur, in the name of  NSCN (R). 
Accordingly a case has been registered at 
Dimapur West PS and investigation is on.

On the same day, Special Operation 
Team (SOT) apprehended one person 
identified as Mughabeto Aye (27), son of  
Vikato Kiba of  Nikikhe village in Niu-
land sub-division and presently resident 
of   Duncan Bosti, Dimapur, for extorting 
money from business community and auto 
drivers at Murgipatti area, Dimapur. 

The team recovered six numbers of  
demand slip and cash amount of  Rs 1800 
from his possession. Accordingly, a case 
has been registered at Dimapur East PS 
for further investigation.

Again on October 29, Anti Extortion 
Team (AET) Zone-II apprehended one 
person identified as Atoka Chishi (28), son 
of  Nihokhu of  Kughato village and pres-
ently resident of  Sachu Colony, Dimapur, 
for issuing information slip to business es-
tablishment in the name of  NSCN (R). 

The team recovered one .32 pistol 
with live rounds, information slips and 
cash amount of  Rs 3210 from his posses-
sion. Accordingly, a case has been regis-
tered at East PS for investigation. This 
was stated in a press release issued by the 
Additional Deputy Commissioner of  Po-
lice/PRO, Dimapur.

Dimapur, Nov. 1 (EMN): 
Liangmai community 
of  Dimapur celebrated 
‘Chaga Gadi Ngee’ with 
fervour and gaiety at Or-
chid Ground UNB, Naga 
Colony, Burma Camp in 
Dimapur on October 31 
organised by Liangmai 
Union Burma Camp, Di-
mapur.

Various Liangmai cul-
tural items were presented 
by different groups on the 
occasion. 

Speaking on the oc-
casion as chief  guest, 
Rev. Joshua Wijonamai, 
founder and Director of  
Grace Mission Interna-
tional National Overseer, 
dwelt on the importance 
of  unity among the peo-
ple. He also stressed on 
the importance of  pre-
serving and promoting 
one’s culture and tradi-
tion.

Also speaking on the 
occasion as the guest of  
honour, Witoubou New-
mai, Editor of  Newmai 
News Network (NNN), 
highlighted on the sig-
nificance of  Chaga Gadi 
Ngee festival. He also 
said that the identity 
consciousness of  small-
er communities have 

Our Correspondent
Mokokchung, Nov. 1 (EMN): Ao kin 
asentenshi (Ao tribe revival) got under-
way at Imkongmeren Sports complex in 
Mokokchung town under the initiative of  
Ao Baptist Arogo Mungdang (ABAM). 
The three-day revival is being held irre-
spective of  denomination on the biblical 
theme “Kibuba onuk asentenshijang” (T 
ken 85:6). 

Speaking on theme “Revival in 
church,” Rev. Maong, Associate pastor, 
said the church is anointed by Christ and 
not by humans and He chose us for His 
purpose and a reason. He, therefore, said 
Aos as a tribe need to retrospect and rec-
tify their wrong doings in order to attain 
His blessings.

He also said that looking at the calen-
dar of  events of  Ao churches, it was filled 
with various activities and programmes 
but the followers and members are dimin-
ishing day by day because the personal 

relationship between us and God have be-
come frail. He asked the gathering to con-
fess their sins, purify their life and build 
stronger bond with God.

“In Nagaland, we talk about the evils 
of  corruption but we should understand 
that it is the church which is involved in 
this practices as every Nagas are Chris-
tians and we are all representatives of  
the church we are affiliated to and we 
have made the materialistic pursuance of  
wealth our new found God,” he added.

He also said that the time has come 
for the church leaders and the faithful to 
confess ones sins and renew a holistic re-
lationship with God.

The function was chaired by Rev. 
Sangyula, Associate Pastor, and Rev. Dr. 
Mar Atsongchanger, Executive Secretary 
ABAM, delivered the welcome speech. 
Rev. Dr. Noklen, President ABAM, ex-
horted the gathering on the purpose be-
hind the Ao tribe revival.

Staff Reporter 
Dimapur, Nov. 1 (EMN): 
‘Tech Aura 2017,’ an annu-
al technical fest organised 
by School of  Engineering 
and Technology (SET), 
Nagaland University, on 
the theme “Igniting vision-
aries” got underway on 
November 1 in the college 
premises. The event is be-
ing organised to promote 
technical consciousness in 
the mind of  young genera-
tions. 

The four -day Tech 
Aura event aims at provid-
ing platform for students 
to showcase their talent in 
technical and to spread an 
atmosphere of  technologi-
cal presence to the society.

Speaking on the oc-
casion, Director of  Life 
Sports and chief  guest, 
Colo Mero has termed 
SET as a mini northeast 
model. He said the students 
are privileged to be part of  
the institution in sharing 

dreams of  the society.  
“Gone are the days 

where you have an edu-
cation degree and a job 
is available for you. Na-
galand is over employed 
where everyone is looking 
for a government job. The 
present situation is for ‘sur-
vival of  the fittest’ where 
skill education with voca-
tional proficiency is the 
need of  the hour,” asserted 
Mero. 

He stated that in Naga-
land people consider gov-
ernment job as the only ca-
reer. He, however, exhorted 
the students that the future 
belong to the bold entre-
preneurs and tech savvy, 
while those educated un-
employed Nagas belong to 
the ‘unemployable group’ 
who only consider govern-
ment job to be calling. 

“Education should be 
for employment and every 
education can provide em-
ployment outside govern-

ment job,” remarked the 
chief  guest. 

Labelling SET as a 
mini northeast, Mero rued 
over the state of  affairs of  
north eastern states and 
remarked that northeast 
is too small to be fight-
ing among ourselves. The 
least, he said, we can do as 
northeast community is to 
live in peace and united in 
spite of  our diversity. 

SET-NU Dean Prof. 
SK Sharma remarked that 
Tech Aura is an event for 
students to showcase their 
talent and think out of  the 
box. “It is in this potential 
and ideas that the college 
aims to tap and present 
to the society through the 
various technical competi-
tions, presentations, exhibi-
tions, and seminars. From 
battle of  the bands, cultural 
shows, dance and music, 
Tech Aura is a celebration 
of  life, culture and technol-
ogy,” conveyed the Dean. 

Dimapur, Nov.1 (EMN): 
A district consultative 
meeting in connection with 
ongoing special Summary 
Revision of  Photo Elector-
al Roll was held on October 
30 in the Deputy Commis-
sioner’s conference hall, 
Tuensang, with the Special 
Observer and Secretary of  
Land Resources Depart-
ment, Y Kikheto Sema.

The Observer informed 
that Tuensang is one of  the 
best districts with regard to 
EP ratio. He also sought 
cooperation from the 
members regarding ongo-
ing process of  revision and 
impressed upon the need 
to enrol all eligible young 
electors who have/ will at-
tain age of  18 years as on 
January 1, 2018, and re-
move all the death voters/ 
shifted/ multiple entries 
from the current e-rolls. 

He also impressed upon 
the need for clean electoral 
roll and its impact on fair 
elections. The meeting was 
attended by political par-
ties/ NGOs/ government 
officials/ DBs and GBs 
of  Tuensang. The Special 
Observer also inspected the 
polling stations.

been sharpened with the 
changing social dynamics 
of  the world. Witoubou 
also told the gathering not 
to simply celebrate the 
festival just for the sake of  
celebrating it but to delve 
deeper to know the mean-
ing of  the celebration.

Liangmai elder Arou 
Chawang narrated on the 

history of  Chaga Gadi 
Ngee, while another Li-
angmai elder Ch. Wid-
inbo shared his thought 
about the event.

Artiste Samuel Lotha 
and Abuiiu enthralled 
the gathering with songs, 
while Wisaisuiliu Cha-
wang presented a Liang-
mai folk song. Dipuangbo 

cheered up the crowd with 
his talent show.

Liangmai traditional 
show was also held by 
children. At the end of  
the event a pork eating 
competition was held. 

The programme was 
opened with a prayer by 
Dr. Solomon Newmai, 
pastor of  ULBC.    

NU observes Paryatam Parv

State gears up for 
Hornbill Festival

Catholics undertake 
Rosary Procession

Dimapur, Nov. 1 (EMN): 
Nagaland University, Ko-
hima Campus, observed 
the Tourism Festival Par-
yatam Parv on October 
25 by visiting two tourist 
spots. The team included 

with faculty members, uni-
versity students, research 
scholars and non teaching 
staff. The team was led 
by the Pro Vice Chancel-
lor, Prof  RC Gupta, and 
the Dean of  School of  

Humanities and Educa-
tion. The team visited the 
Kohima War Cemetery 
and the heritage site of  the 
Peace Camp at Chedema 
to promote tourism within 
the state.

Dimapur, Nov. 1 (EMN): 
In a run-up to the ensuing 
annual Hornbill Festival, 
an emergency meeting 
was held in the conference 
hall of  the Deputy Com-
missioner, Kohima, on 
November 1 to discuss on 
the preparation and other 
logistics in order to ensure 
success of  the festival. 

Deputy Commissioner, 
Kohima, Rajesh Soundara-
rajan, said that the meeting 
was convened to discuss 
how to go about it and car-
ry out the assigned works 
and also invite suggestions 
from the officers.

The house discussed 
on the issues of  road 
maintenance, power sup-
ply, POS machine/ ATM, 
stalls etc., wherein the 
concerned officers assured 
to provide the require-
ments for the successful of  
the event. On the issue of  
traffic problem and secu-
rity, Senior Superintend-
ent of  Police, Kohima, 
Joseph Hesso, has sought 

the cooperation of  the 
uniformed personnel, He 
said that security would be 
detailed according to area 
wise and its requirements. 
He also requested the Phe-
sama and Kigwema repre-
sentatives to provide vol-
unteers to assist the police 
personnel in checking any 
untoward activities during 
the event.

The DC also suggested 
setting up of  one ‘KFC’ 
stall at Kisama in order 
to cater to the needs of  
tourists for which he has 
requested the concerned 
department to look into 
the matter. He requested 
the KMC to direct all the 
colonies/ wards to conduct 
mass social work.

In responding to the 
DC, KMC administrator, 
Kethosituo Sekhose, en-
lightened that directions 
have already been issued 
wherein it has decided to 
confer award to the clean-
est colony or ward during 
its annual programme.

Dimapur, Nov. 1 (EMN): 
Catholic community of  St. 
Joseph Catholic Church, 
Viswema, has organised a 
candle light Rosary Proces-
sion on October 29. The 
procession was organised 
for the first time in associa-
tion with the Bethany Sis-
ters of  Viswema.

Rev. Fr. Charles D 
Sauza, parish priest of  
Mary Help of  Christian, 
Jakhama, delivered the in-
troductory speech before 
starting the procession. 
He expressed his joy and 
happiness for organising 
such programmes in hon-
our of  the Mother of  Lord 

Jesus. Speaking on the 
importance of  praying the 
Rosary, he said the Catho-
lic communities worship 
Mary as she is the “Mother 
of  our Saviour.”

The procession began 
from R Khel Panchayat 
passing through the village 
till the church. Prominent 
church leaders including 
Krovil Benedict, Kronosa 
Cornelius, Rüküvito Peter, 
Rev. Sr. Harsha BS and 
Mrs. VizoleCornelli spoke 
on the occasion. 

Around 150 followers 
participated in the proces-
sion despite the cold wind 
and the drizzling rain.
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Assam signs MoUs with Singapore 
for skilling state’s youth

No land of Assam will be given 
to any state — Governor agadish 

Excelcare Hospitals to conduct 
next media OPD at Guwahati

Sonowal for clusters to 
preserve archaelogical sites

Karbi Anglong, Manipur celebrate Kut Festival 

G u wa h a t i ,  N ov.  1  ( P T I ) : 
Assam government today signed 
Memorandum of  Understanding 
(MoUs) and Terms of  Reference 
(ToR) with Singapore for skilling 
youth of  the state.

The MoU and ToR for North 
East Skills Centre (NESC) was 
signed between Skill, Employment 
and Entrepreneurship Department, 
of  Assam government and ITE 
Education Service, Singapore in 
the presence of  Foreign Affairs 
Minister of  Singapore Dr Vivian 
Balakrishnan and Chief  Minister 
Sarbananda Sonowal here.

An MoU for Guwahati City 
Greening was inked between 
the Guwahati  Metropoli tan 
Development Authority and 
Singapore Corporation Enterprise.

The Singapore Foreign Affairs 
Minister termed the occasion as the 
beginning of  a lasting friendship 
which would be beneficial for both 
Assam and Singapore.

“Assam is a beautiful land 
with hills and mountains which 
are full of  greenery. This land 

is strategically located and has 
huge potential. We are mandated 
by the Prime Ministers of  both 
the countries to work for mutual 
growth”, Balakrishnan said.

He further mentioned, “As the 
economy in the world is rapidly 
transforming, it is important to 
provide jobs and skills to our 
youth. Singapore is partnering 
with Assam to train the trainers to 
amplify the impact of  the training 
centre”.

Taking part in the signing 
ceremony of  MoUs and ToR, 
Sonowal expressed the hope that 
the signing of  MoUs between 
Governments of  Assam and 
Singapore would open new vistas 
for the youth and requested the 
Singapore Government to join 
hands for more such collaborations 
in future.

S o n o w a l  s a i d  A s s a m 
Government aims to create a 
workforce  empowered with 
upgraded ski l l s,  knowledge 
and internationally recognised 
qualifications to gain access to 

employment and ensure India’s 
competitiveness in the dynamic 
global market with support from 
Singapore Government.

Informing that  the  s tate 
government will provide skill 
development training to 78,500 
poor rural youths during 2016-19 
under the Deen Dayal Upadhyaya 
Grameen Kaushalya Yojana 
(DDUJKY), Sonowal expressed 
the view that the partnership with 
Singapore would greatly boost the 
initiative.

“As the state aspires to become 
the new engine of  growth for the 
country through Prime Minister 
Narendra  Modi ’s  Act  Eas t 
Policy, I am glad to acknowledge 
Singapore’s cooperation towards 
achieving this goal by skilling 
our youth through Technical & 
Vocational Education and Training 
(TVET) system to usher in a 
period of  rapid socio-economic 
development by sharing knowledge 
and building capacity”, he said.

The NESC will train up to a 
total of  400 students each year 

who would contribute towards 
generat ing a ski l led human 
resource pool, the chief  minister 
added.

Sonowal further stated the 
state government has initiated an 
innovative project for beautification 
of Guwahati city and improvement 
of  quality of  life of  its inhabitants 
through a Project called ‘Guwahati 
Open Space and Park Integrator 
(GOPI) Network’.

“Guwahati has a large number 
of  water bodies, open spaces, parks 
which can be holistically developed 
as one large potential area for green 
space.

This unique project is sought 
to be designed and developed on 
the model of  “Park Connector 
Network” being implemented 
by National Park Authority in 
Singapore”, he said. 

Highlighting the immense 
natural resources of  the state and 
its tourism potential, Sonowal 
sought Singapore government’s 
cooperation for showcasing it to 
global audience.

Guwahati, Nov. 1 (PTI): 
A major fire broke out in 
a plastic goods godown 
at Aathgaon here today 
engulfing several nearby 
commercial enterprises and 
residential houses besides 
injuring a woman and two 
fire fighters.

The fire broke out at 
the plastic goods godown 
in  c rowded  Tokobar i 
neighbourhood of Aathgaon 
and then spread to other 
nearby buildings. Many 
LPG gas cylinders exploded 
adding to the inferno, said 
Fire Brigade sources.

People in the area 
informed the fire brigade 
about the fire. The fire 
brigade pressed 15 fire 
tenders to douse the fire, 
sources said.

The fire which spread 
quickly was doused only 
after a five hour battle to put 
it off, Fire Brigade sources 
said, adding, fire tenders 
had difficulty in entering the 
narrow lanes there.

Two fire fighters and a 
woman were injured with 
simple burn injuries and 
they were stated to be out of  
danger, the sources said.

Fire Brigade officials 
through public address 
systems asked the people of  
the area to move to vacate 
the area and move to safer 
places.

The cause of the fire was 
not immediately known, 
police said.

Shillong, Nov. 1 (PTI): Senior 
Congress leader and Meghalaya 
Deputy Chief  Minister R C Laloo 
will not contest the 2018 assembly 
elections owing to personal reasons, a 
party leader said today.

Laloo had informed the Jowai 
Block Congress Committee of  his 
decisions yesterday citing personal 
reasons for the decision and to give 
way to younger leaders to take the 
mantle, a party official told PTI on 
condition of anonymity.

Last month, Health Minister 
Roshan Warjri had also informed 
her supporters of her decision not to 
contest the assembly elections due to 
personal problems.

Laloo faced opposition from 
within the party as his colleague 
in the cabinet Sniawbhalang Dhar 
had publicly announce that he is 
supporting the candidature of  his 
brother -in-law W Shylla for party 
tickets.

While Dhar was removed from the 
cabinet following the announcement, 
Chief  Minister Mukul Sangma has 
downplayed Laloo s decision.

“They have decided we will look 
for paving the way for someone else 
and Prof  Laloo has been doing it 
for quite sometime, and he has been 
telling that he wanted to groom 
somebody younger. Though those 
were not shared with the leaders but 
it has been shared with me,” he said.

According to Mukul Sangma, 
“They have told me they have briefed 
me why they don t want to contest. 
There are some personal reasons also 
... considering their own personal 
constraints and difficulties, (they 
have also given a thought) whether 
they will be able to still continue to 
do justice to the kind of responsibility 
with which an elected representative 
has been vested.” 

Exuding confidence, the Chief  
Minister said the Congress will get 
absolute majority despite the setback 
with senior leaders not contesting the 
elections. 

“We are well ahead of  absolute 
majority. You can have your own 
analysis without accepting what I say. 
My analysis is practical and scientific, 
that s why I am saying,” he said.

Morigaon/Nagaon, Nov. 1 (PTI): 
Governor Jagadish Mukhi today 
allayed apprehensions among 
people in the state that some 
portion of Assam’s territory will be 
included in Greater Nagalim with 
reference to the ongoing peace 
talks between the NSCN(I-M) and 
Central Government to resolve the 
Naga issue.

At a press meet here, replying 
to a question about the formation 
of Greater Nagalim and fears of  
Assam territory being included 
there, the Governor said, “there 
should not be any apprehension. 
No land of Assam will be given to 
any state”.

Mukhi said he had launched 
interactive programmes with 
different sections of  people of  
Assam to discuss the problems at 
the grass root level and he will go 
to all the districts of the state.

He started the programme 
from Batradava -- the birth place of  
Mahapurush Srimanta Sankardev 
yesterday, he informed.

Mukhi today visited Morigaon 

district and discussed with top 
district officials implementation of  
government schemes.

Vising neighbouring Nagaon 
district, the Governor took part in 
Swachhata Abhiyan in Nagaon 
town and paid floral tributes to the 
statue of Mahatma Gandhi calling 
upon everybody to contribute to 
maintain a clean environment and 
exhibit a sense of responsibility for 
making the state clean and green.

He also urged upon everybody 
to practice cleanliness in their 
thoughts and actions because clean 
thoughts germinate into clean 
actions and clean actions give rise 
to clean environment.

Mukhi also appealed to all 
the inhabitants of  Nagoan to 
consider swachhata campaign as 
a movement to achieve complete 
cleanliness in the district stressing 
on the need of cleanliness drives 
which is a wonderful opportunity 
for people s participation that 
acts as a force multiplier to raise 
awareness on the importance of  
cleanliness in one s life.

Guwahati, Nov. 1 (EMN): The city based 
Excelcare Hospitals will conduct the next 
weekly evening OPD clinic at Guwahati 
Press Club on November 4. 

A press note mentions that Cardiologist 
Dr Debanga Bora and general practitioner 
Dr Sonali Barman from the newly launched 
healthcare institution will be available for 
free consultations for the club members from 
3 pm to 6 pm on Saturday at the press club 
premises. 

The participants are also said to get the 
opportunity to check their weight, height and 
blood pressure during the camp.

Organised under the ‘Evening with a 

Doctor’ program for the benefit of  press 
club members along with their dependants, 
the last camp is said to have been graced by 
Chennai SIMS Hospital’s gastro surgeon Dr 
Patta Radhakrishna. 

Till date, practicing physicians from 
Apollo Chennai Hospital, Manipal 
Bangalore Hospital, Fortis Hospital 
Bangalore,  Medanta the Medicity 
Hospital, Down Town Hospital, GNRC 
Hospitals, Dispur Hospital, Hayat Hospital, 
Ayursundra Hospital, Nemcare Hospital, 
Sun Valley Hospital, Sight First Eye-Clinic, 
Barthakur Clinic, Wintrobe Hospital etc 
have attended the camps.

Guwahati, Nov. 1 (PTI): Assam 
Chief  Minister Sarbananda 
Sonowal  has  d i rec ted  the 
cultural affairs department to 
constitute clusters with dedicated 
and responsible citizenry for 
preserving archaeological sites 
of  the state.

Presiding over a meeting 
here today, Sonowal asked the 
cultural affairs department 
to finalise modalities for the 
format ion of  the  c lus ters 
and undertake an exhaustive 
planning for preservation of  the 
archaeological sties.

It was also decided that 
Asom Divas would be celebrated 
on December 2 at Tipam near 
Naharkatiya in Dibrugarh 
district.

“ A s s a m  D i v a s 
commemorat ing  the  b i r th 
anniversary of  Swargadeo Sui-
Ka-Pha (founder of  Ahom 
Kingdom in Assam in 13th 
century) should ref lect the 
unique and colourful cultural 
facets of  the tribes and ethnic 
people of  Assam so that the 
younger generation could get the 
chance to get acquainted with 
our cultural heritage.” Sonowal 
said.

Advising the celebrations 
should strengthen the age-old 
amity and bonhomie that exist 
in Assam, he also asked the 
cultural affairs department to 
organise an exhibition on the 
rich and varied handicrafts of  
Assam.

Guwahati, Nov. 1 (PTI): 
Praising the first edition 
of  Guwahati International 
F i l m  Fe s t i va l  ( G I F F ) , 
Dadasaheb Phalke Award 
winning filmmaker Adoor 
Gopalakrishnan today said 
the government should build 
a permanent festival venue for 
such events.

“You (organisers) can 
impress upon the government 
to have a festival complex, 
where seminars, discussions 
and meetings can take place 
along with film screening,” 
Gopalakrishnan said.

Any auditorium cannot 
have film screening because the 
ambience has to be there with 
good sound system, he added 
during an open discussion on 
the ongoing festival.

The Padma Vibhushan 

award winner f i lmmaker 
ex p r e s s e d  h i s  i m m e n s e 
satisfaction on the overall 
a r rangement  as  we l l  a s 
response to the first Guwahati 
International Film Festival, 
which has invited him as the 
chief  guest for the closing 
ceremony tomorrow.

“I believe the first GIFF 
has been very successful.

It has an overwhelmed 
ambience. Lots of  dedicated 
and motivated works are going 
on that cannot go waste. It is 
a very very good beginning,” 
he said.

The legendary Malayalam 
filmmaker also lauded Assam 
government for its support in 
organising the first GIFF and 
hoped that it will continue in 
coming years as well.

“This  fest ival  gives  a 

platform to entire North East, 
which has been neglected 
regarding film festivals. All 
filmmakers go to Goa or 
other places to watch world 
cinema.

GIFF is a good opportunity 
for young filmmakers from the 
region. In 10 years, it can create 
a new genre of  filmmakers in 
North East,” he added.

Gopalakrishnan said it 
is also important to create 
cinema audience, who will be 
able to criticise or appreciate a 
film in a proper way.

“In the next level, the 
support should come from 
the press. Be it print, digital 
or television, each day of  the 
festival should be reported. 
The buildup to the festival 
should start at least one month 
before. I am happy to know 

that many media students 
have enrolled in the GIFF,” 
he added.

The  Nat iona l  Award 
winning filmmaker lamented 
that f i lm study has been 
neg lec ted  by  a lmost  a l l 
universities till recent times 
and only a few have started it.

I n  a  n o t e  t o  t h e 
organisers of  the first GIFF, 
Gopalakrishnan said on fifth 
or sixth day, a stock taking 
interaction should be arranged 
with the media and public to 
improve the mistakes in the 
next edition.

“Here I am seeing that 
happening. The organisers are 
very open. I am sure that this 
festival is going to do well.

Hope that next year, more 
cinema will be screened,” he 
added.

Gopalakrishnan advised 
the stakeholders of  the GIFF 
not to compete with others 
as every festival has its own 
unique character and identity.

The six-day GIFF kick 
started on October 28 with 78 
films from 32 countries across 
the world.

The state government-
owned Jyoti Chitraban (Film 
Studio) Society is organising 
the festival in association 
with the Dr Bhupen Hazarika 
Regional Government Film 
and Television Institute. 

Talking about the response, 
Festival Director Monita 
Borgohain said: “We were 
preparing delegate cards for 
1,500 people initially. Today 
morning, I came to know that 
it has crossed 5,000 delegate 
registration.”

Our Correspondents
Imphal, Nov. 1 (EMN): The post-
harvest festival of Kuki-Chin-Mizo 
communitY was celebrated with 
traditional fervour, gaiety and 
cultural shows at various parts of  
Manipur on Wednesday.

Along with the celebrations in 
various locations, the state level 
festival was held at the Parade 
Ground of the Manipur Rifles in 
Imphal with the state Governor 
Dr Najma Heptulla as the chief  
guest in the morning session while 
the Chief Minister Nongthombam 
Biren Singh as the chief guest for 
the evening session.

Addressing the gathering the 
day’s morning session, Governor 
Dr Heptulla observed that 
Manipur is a mini India and a 
home to various ethnic groups with 
all these ethnic groups having their 
democratic rights.

“Culture is beyond the religion, 
so we should continue to celebrate 
such festival to bring for the welfare 
of the society,” she expressed. 

Though we belong to many 
religion and worship any God, 
whichever way our remembrance 
and creator is, we are all united in 
one thing, that we are all Indian

Dr. Heptulla also congratulated 
the people of  the State for unity 
amongst the people despite 
diversity. She expressed her 
gratitude to the artists for not just 

performing the cultural dances 
but also going back into history 
where their ancestors lived a harsh 
life in the forest. She also stated 
that the people of the State should 
continue sharing their belongings 
as their ancestors did with the 
entire village.

In her massage, she also prayed 
for the festival to bring peace, unity 
and prosperity to the State.

On the other hand in his 
message Chief Minister Biren also 
prayed for the festival to strengthen 
the bond between the various 
communities of the State and for 
the festival to bring prosperity and 
harmony to the State.

Deputy  Chief  Minis ter 
Yumnam Joykumar Singh,Works 
Minister Th Biswajit, MAHUD 
M i n i s t e r  T h o u n a o j a m 
Shyamkumar, Consumer Affairs 
Food and Public Distribution 
Minister Karam Shyam and 
Social Welfare Minister Nemcha 
Kipgen who also attended in the 
evening celebration and others also 
conveyed warm greetings to the 
people, especially the Kuki-Chin-
Mizo community on the occasion 
of Kut festival. 

In the evening, beauty pageant-
Miss Kut contest was also held 
with active participation of  18 
beauties belonging to different 
ethnic communities in the state 
which is home to 37 communities. 

Diphu,  Nov. 1(EMN): The Kuki 
Community of  Karbi Anglong 
celebrated the 36th District Level 
Chavang Kut festival held at 
Chavangkut hall, Kuki National 
Assembly, Manja on Oct. 31 and 
Nov. 1st. The festival was organised 
under the banner of Chavang Kut 
commiitte.

Chavang Kut festival is one 
of  the most joyous festivals of  
the Kuki-Chin-Mizo tribes which 
is celebrated every year in Karbi 
Anglong on  Oct. 31 and Nov. 1.

Chavang Kut ‘Chavang’ 
meaning ‘autumn’ and ‘Kut’ 
meaning ‘feast/festival’ is a post 

harvest festival of  the Kuki tribe. 
The festival is being celebrated 
every year to thank Chung Pathen 
(God) for the blessings.

Biren Sing Engti, Member 
of  Parliament who attended the 
second day of  festival as Chief  
guest, expressed India as a country 
with ‘unity in diversity’ as it is 
a country where various tribes 
from different region are living 
together in unity despite varying in 
traditions and customs.

He also applauded the Kuki 
community for preserving their 
own and tradition and culture 
while advising that one should 
hold up the identity in days to 

come.  Engti also said that, in order 
to bring peaceful co-existance in 
the region, one needs to co-operate 
with everyone. 

D u r i n g  t h e  p r o g r a m 
brotherhood cultural exchange 
program was also organised by the 
Kut Committee wherein different 
cultural troupes displayed their 
traditional dances including Jollen 
cultural troupe, Diphu DPC colony 
and Karbi cultural troupe from 
Rongplimplam also presented their 
traditional dance.

Bidyasing Engleng, Ex-MLA,  
Pradip Singnar, Ashok Teron Ex-
EM, KAAC and other dignitaries 
attended in the program.

PTI

 Smoke rises from a building where a major fire broke out, at Tokobari 
Satra in Guwaha  on Wednesday. 

NEWS IN BRIEF
Anundoram Borooah  award 
ceremony held at KA

Our Correspondent
Diphu, Nov. 1(EMN): Like every year,  the Anundoram 
Borooah  award, 2017 was distributed to a total of 293 
students from both East Karbi Anglong and Karbi 
Anglong district. 
Students who secured above 75 percent in the last High 
School Living Certificate (HSLC) were given free Laptops 
during the programme held at Diphu Government 
College on Nov. 1.
Anundorom Boroosh Award which was first instituted in 
Nov. 2, 2013 by the Govt. of Assam is a ceremony that 
rewards the meritorious students of the state.

Rs 200 crore sanctioned by the 
Centre for NE flood relief
New Delhi, Nov. 1 (PTI): The Centre has sanctioned 
Rs 200 crore for reconstruction works in the four flood-
affected north-eastern states of  Assam, Nagaland, 
Manipur and Mizoram.
Minister of  State for Development of  North Eastern 
Region (DoNER) Jitendra Singh said the amount was 
sanctioned by the central government as the region has 
faced massive floods this year.
The north-east had witnessed unprecedented floods as 
a result of which the damage was colossal and the relief  
and rehabilitation operations were disrupted, he said in a 
statement here.
During his visit to the north-east in August, to review the 
flood situation in the four states, Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi had announced a flood relief package of Rs 2,000 
crore.
Singh said a high-level committee had also been constituted 
to monitor the flood-related operations and plan a future 
roadmap to avoid such situations.



MOUNT OLIVE COLLEGE

INVITATION
Mount Olive College, Kohima is celebrating its 

25th Anniversary with Shri.Tokheho Yepthomi, Hon’ble 
Minister of School Education and Parliamentary A�airs 
Government of Nagaland as the Chief Guest on 25th 
November, 2017 at 10.00 A.M. in the College Auditorium.

Therefore, the Governing Body, Principal and Faculty, 
sta� and the students cordially invite all the former 
teaching and non-teaching sta�, parents, Alumni and well 
wishers to be a part of this celebration.

Kindly con�rm your participation and contact the 
following for further queries: 

(1) E-mail: mockohima.olive@gmail.com 
(2) Dr. Koseno  9615673731
(3) Mr. Mhomo Kikon 8837002255

K-1414

VACANCY 
Invites handwritten applications for the post 
of Headmaster for a reputed High School in 
Dimapur town.  Candidates along with resume, 
PP sized photograph, educational details and 
having minimum 5 years of  experience both 
in teaching and in school administration may 
only apply.

Other candidates for teaching Science, English 
and Hindi in Elementary and higher section 
may also apply (Salary Negotiable). Trained 
and Experience is a must for all the given post.  

APPLY on or before 14 - 11-17  
To, Post Box No.: 352, 

MDG - Dimapur - 797112 

SALARY: Rs. 27000 to 30000/=. Pm

D
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ALL NAGALAND ADHOC  
TEACHER’S GROUP (ANATG)

NOTICE
The All Nagaland Adhoc Teacher’s Group (ANATG) 

2015 batch from its central o�ce inform all the members 
who have appeared suitability test conducted by 
Education Department dated 20th May 2017 for service 
regularization and have not paid their membership fee 
to the group are to submit their membership fee on or 
before 15th Nov. 2017 through their respective district/
unit representatives. In case the order of the concerned 
unregistered candidates are withheld, the ANATG shall 
not be held responsible. 

For submission of membership fee, members are to 
contact the following district representatives : 

KOHIMA : 7085190228, 7005806143, 70055865913 
DIMAPUR: 9436417493, 9615439119, 9615677218 
ZUNHEBOTO : 8131078303, 8730017103, 
TUENSANG : 8974664309, 8974274345, 9612197723
MOKOKCHUNG : 9612202462, 9862157060, 8119052522
PHEK : 7005127377, 8730937749, 8787428578
PEREN : 9402058165, 9856014560
PUGHOBOTO : 9856899590, 7005864932
WOKHA : 9612904399, 9856169616
MON : 8974456778, 8730934422, 9856856860
TSEMINYU : 9862090256, 7005394025

Information for unregistered districts may  
contact: 9862692081, 7085190228 K-1413

I, Ason Kips am 
applying for duplicate 
copy of B.com �nal 
Year mark sheet as I 
have lost it.
Name: Ason Kips
F/name: Akum kips
Roll No: Cl2460001
Registration No: 
2012460001 of 2011-12
Stream: Commerce
Year: 2015
College: Kros College 
Contact: 8729916042

K- 1415

LOST NOTICE

OFFICE OF THE
YIMCHUNGRÜ STUDENTS' UNION, KOHIMA

FELICITATION
Your hard work and dedication has inspired our student community and 

general in whole, we The Yimchungrü students' union kohima, with immense 
pride and honour extents our heartiest congratulations to those who have 
cleared the recent declared NPSC exam and CTS exam.

1. Shri. Tsuamki L Yimchunger as Junior Soil Conservation O�cer
2. Shri. Toking Yimchunger as Extra Assistant Commissioner
3. Smti. Tsusola T Yimchunger as Secretariat Assistant
4. Shri. L Johan Yimchunger as Junior Divisional Accountant

The union further prays and wishes all the best in their future endeavours.

 President  Press & Information secy
 Ason Kips Mükam Merr

K-1416

GOVERNMENT OF NAGALAND
DIRECTORATE OF TOURISM

NAGALAND: KOHIMA
PRESS RELEASE

Dated Kohima, 31st Oct’ 2017
NO.TOUR/F&F/34/2016-17/884  //      All the Kohima representatives of Tribal Hohos/ 
organizations, representatives from Department of Art & Culture, Horticulture, 
Youth Resources & Sports and Industries & Commerce are requested to attend the 
Co-ordination meeting on 6th November 2017 at 11:00 A.M at the Conference Hall of 
the Directorate of Tourism, Kohima in regard to the ensuing 18th Hornbill Festival 2017.

Sd/- 
(AKHALE VIZOL)

Jt. Director (Tourism)
Nagaland : Kohima

KG-2121

The following o�ce bearers of ACCC 3 DMR-III A/C held an emergency 
meeting on the 1st of November 2017 and resolved to resign to support 
our undisputed leader Shri. Neiphiu Rio M.P. Lok Sabha  and NPF President 
and Honorable C.M. Shri. T. R. Zeliang.

18 Khevishe Chishi D.C.C. Executive

OFFICE OF THE 
DISTRICT CONGRESS COMMITTEE 

ADD : Congress Bhavan, Opp. East Police Station

The District Congress Committee Dimapur held an emergency meeting on the 30th of October 
2017 with the following undersigned party workers. The o�ce bearers discussed and deliberated at 
length about the party prospect and saw that lack of inner democracy has taken a partisan political 
position which has stirred up disagreements. The unfortunate and dictatorial attitude of the NPCC 
President K. Therie has also brought about many di�erences. The leadership has also failed to bring 
forward a blueprint of policies and vision for the party's own rejuvenation. 

With these note, the o�ce bearers of District Congress Committee Dimapur decided to resign 
and join hands under the dynamic leadership of Lok Sabha M.P. Shri. Neiphiu Rio and honourable 
C.M. Shri. T. R. Zeliang who has been consistently working out towards the solution of Naga 
settlement and also actively involved by urging upon the negotiating parties to expedite the "Indo-
Naga" peace process with more zeal in order to bring about an amicable and honourable solution 
respecting the Unique Naga History. 

DIMAPUR - 797112, NAGALAND

Advt. No. 9/2017

PARLIAMENT OF INDIA
(JOINT RECRUITMENT CELL)

FILLING UP OF THE EX-CARDE POST OF SENIOR TECHNICAL 
MANAGER IN LSTV ON DEPUTATION/CONTRACT BASIS

1. Application are invited from eligible Indian citizens to �ll 
up the ex-cadre post of Senior Technical Manager in Lok 
Sabha Television Channel on Deputation/Contract Basis.

2.  The lat date for receipt of application is 17.11.2017
3. For further details and selection procedure, please visit 

our website http://www.loksabha.nic.in under the link 
‘Recruitment- Advertisement & Notices’.

4. Moreover, corrigendum or addendum or cancellation 
to this Advertisement, if any, shall be published on the 
website only.

  Davp 31201/11/0013/1718

OFFICE OF THE 
ASSEMBLY CONSTITUENCY CONGRESS COMMITTEE 

1 DIMAPUR - 1 A/C 
Congress Bhavan Dimapur 

Dimapur-797112: Nagaland 

RESOLUTION 
In view of the autocratic functioning of President NPCC K. Therie, and  having no inner 

democracy within the party the Working system has become so confusing where grass-root 
party workers are not consulted and functioning have all become haphazard. Therefore, the 
undersigned party workers of I DMR — I ACCC AMCC AYC have resolved to resign. 

Looking at the sincerity and active participation in resolving the political issues of Nagas 
by facilitating between Govt. Of India and Naga National Workers by our strong and dynamic 
leader Shri. Neiphiu Rio M.P. Lok Sabha and honourable C.M. Shri. T. R. Zeliang, the Party 
Worker of I DMR — I ACCC AMCC AYC have resolved to resign and join NPF led by Shri. 
Neiphiu Rio and C.M. Shri. T. R. Zeliang.
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Students of Government High School in Chare along with the Assam Rifles personnel pose for a group photo after the lecture on October 31.

Vivekananda Welfare Foundation elects new team

Scholarship: ENCSU serves...
FROM PAGE 1...

Dimapur, Nov. 1 (EMN): 
Troops of  7 Assam Rifles 
organised a lecture on ‘Per-
spective career avenues’ in 
Assam Rifles/ Army as 
well as weapon display for 
the students of  Cambridge 
School, Kiphire, on Octo-
ber 30. 

The weapon display 

was organised with an aim 
to increase awareness about 
the Assam Rifles and to 
motivate the young minds 
to join the folds of  the In-
dian armed forces.

Altogether, 60 students 
along with the teachers 
attended the lecture and 
weapon display. The youth 

were also apprised about 
the opportunities available 
for young men and women 
in armed forces.

In another programme, 
troops of  5 Assam Rifles 
organised a lecture on “As-
sist wildlife conservation: 
Amur Falcon” and “Join 
the armed forces” for the 

students of  Government 
High School in Chare un-
der Tuensang district on 
October 31. 

The aim of  the lec-
ture was to make students 
aware of  wildlife and its 
importance in our eco sys-
tem. The lecture also fo-
cussed on the migratory 

AR motivates students to join armed forces
bird ‘Amur Falcon’ wherein 
children were exhorted to-
wards conservation of  the 
bird in Nagaland. Students 
were also motivated to join 
army/ security forces as 
a career option and were 
informed about to various 
entry schemes.  

In yet another pro-
gramme, troops of  9 As-
sam Rifles conducted an 
interaction with village 
GBs of  Chiechama, Mod-
el, Chiephobozou and Na-
chama villages under Chi-
ephobozou sub-division on 
October 30.

The interaction focused 
on liaison between the lo-
cals and security forces. 
Besides, it deliberated on 
cooperation and ways to 
foster development, peace 
and harmony in the re-
gion. The members of  the 
village also brought out 
their health, employment 
concerns. 

The Assam Rifles has 
assured them of all possible 
help to the villages.

Dimapur, Nov. 1 (EMN): 
Vivekananda Wel fare 
Foundation (VWF), Di-
mapur, a non-profitable 
social organisation formed 
a year back by a few enthu-
siastic youth of  Dimapur 
held its first annual general 
meeting in the conference 
hall of  Hotel Jalmahal 
on October 29 under the 
chairmanship of  Bishnu 
Bhattacharjee. 

WVF was formed as 
inspired by the ideolo-
gy of  great saint Swami 
Vivekananda “Service 
to mankind is service to 
God.” 

There was lively inter-
action among the members 
on the past activities re-
garding various helps and 
assistances rendered by 
the foundation in the field 
of  education, health to the 

needy and the weaker sec-
tion of  the society and the 
future course of  action in 
this direction. 

Meanwhile, the foun-
dation has elected twelve 
executive committee mem-
bers for a term of  three 
years headed by Niran-
jan Saha as president, 
Narayan Chetri and Panna 
Bhattacharjee as general 
secretary and joint sec-

retary respectively, Avijit 
Chakarborty (Raja) as vice 
president and Dr. (Mrs) 
Dalia Bhattacharjee as the 
chief  patron. 

The foundation was 
formed with a motive to 
work in the field of  educa-
tion, health, and empower-
ment. 

The department is said 
to have “mentioned in 
numerous course of  dis-
cussion and the director 
had also confidently jus-
tified the demands of  the 
union in print media cit-
ing the same reason. The 
ENCSU had summarily 
issued a rejoinder against 
the director’s claim and 
demanded to produce 
the directive copy issued 
by the union ministry 
within four days, which 
the department had mis-
erably failed to validate 
their claim.” 

Further, the organi-
sation stated, the depart-
ment submitted ‘the pro-
posal of  scholarship’ for 
ST students in Nagaland 
for 2016-2017 on Oct. 28 
2016 even before the last 

date of  submission of  
scholarship forms. For 
said matter, the union 
said to have invited the 
department to “clarify as 
to how it can be possible 
for the department to fi-
nalize the final list of  the 
beneficiary even before 
the closing date of  sub-
mission.” 

“The department of  
Higher Education had 
mishandled and mis-
managed the scholarship 
scheme and it has become 
the tradition of the depart-
ment,” the union declared 
and said that it will ‘not 
tolerate such manipulative 
policy to continue.’

The union has de-
manded that the govern-
ment take immediate 
corrective measure and 

‘punish all the erring of-
ficials according to appro-
priate law.’ 

‘The ENCSU regrets 
to inform you that failing 
to meet our demands in 
a stipulate time will lead 
to take our own course of  
action,’ the representation 
added. 
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The NPF quagmire

The current tussle between the two factions of  the NPF 
has come to such period  where it seems there will be 
no meeting point between the two opposing groups.  It 
is now accepted that undercurrent of  power struggle 

was already there but it became public only when the former 
Chief  Minister Neiphiu Rio decided to contest in the Lok Sab-
ha polls in 2014. The rest is history and a big shock for the peo-
ple that voted a party to power with 38 MLAs in a 60-member 
assembly. 

At present it has become like a full-fledged war with many 
fronts and battles their  fight to claim legitimacy. The much 
awaited order from the Election Commission of  India finally 
arrived on Oct. 17 but it again referred it back the contesting 
groups to try and solve the matter internally. This was on ex-
pected lines because the ECI in 2015 gave similar directions and 
to find ways for reconciling. That time the party was divided 
between Shurhozeloie Liezietsu and Noke Wangnao as the two 
opposing presidents. However the ECI also noted in its order 
that  there is a split in the party and listed which group has the 
majority of  CEC members  along with the MLAs and MPs 
elected on NPF tickets.  

Within the Assembly, since the speaker has already accept-
ed TR Zelaing as the chief  whip it is presumed that he will 
dispose the petitions seeking disqualification of  Zeliang and his 
supporters after the first hearing. Whatever the judgment it will 
again be further appealed in the courts since the speaker has 
acted as an arbitrator. Similarly if  the 9 MLAs with Liezietsu 
are disqualified then it will also be appealed in any court of  
law.  Moreover as there was no merger to any other party the 
question of  disqualification based merger as given in the Tenth 
Schedule does not arise, except the case of  voting against the 
whip.  Therefore the matter will finally arrive at the question of  
legality of  the chief  whip and the procedure of  its appointment.  

The appointment of  the chief  whip varies from state to state 
but constitutional experts say it is appointed by the legislature 
party. The legislature party represents the political party in the 
house. Technically the party president or the head of  a political 
party is not recognised within the house of  elected members 
although it has been the practice in Nagaland that the appoint-
ment letter of  the chief  whip was issued by the party president, 
as in Dec. 2014. On the contrary, the speaker this time accepted 
the appointment of  the chief  whip by the legislature party. The 
speaker may have corrected an earlier lapse in the workings of  
the Nagaland Legislative Assembly Secretariat if  the courts 
deem it fit not to interfere considering it to be a case of  proce-
dural lapse taking into account  Article 122 of  the constitution.  
If  the courts take it as an illegality then it will surely intervene 
but it is quite doubtful looking at the facts. 

Even then,  the whip issue will not decide the legality of  
which group has the right to the party name and symbol. For 
that, the contesting groups need to take the ECI route. What the 
ECI has directed to both the groups is actually to conduct a gen-
eral convention just as on the days before the dispute when both 
groups can gather and democratically decide the next leader-
ship. But with the constant suspensions and expulsions at times 
laced with mockery in the media it seems an impossibility. The 
typical Naga character will also never allow one to seek and 
exercise one’s right when it is already announced that he/she is 
unwelcome. Therefore, any other  general convention without 
a democratic process being followed in the presence of  both 
the groups will be an exercise in vain and it will only prolong 
the case at the ECI. Although the group with the majority of  
MLAs may have the upper hand since they are in the govern-
ment, if  elections arrive before the ECI judgment then the fate 
of  the NPF party and symbol, a party that many Nagas have an 
emotional attachment to, is very uncertain.  

Bhavana Akella | IANS

Vishal Gulati  | IANS

The Wire Staff | thewire.in

Always be humble before God and allow Him to be 
your all in all. Oswald Chambers

My well-worn and often-read copy of Jane Yolen’s essay 
“Working Up to Anon” (Anonymous) was clipped from The 
Writer magazine many years ago. “The best writers,” she 

says, “are the ones who really, in their heart of hearts, aspire to the 
byline Anon. The story told is important, not the storyteller.”

The story we tell is about Jesus, the Savior, who gave His life for 
us. Together with other believers we live for Him and share His love 
with others.

Romans 12:3–21 describes the attitude of humility and love that 
should permeate our relationships with each other as followers of Je-
sus. “Don’t cherish exaggerated ideas of yourself or your importance, 
but try to have a sane estimate of your capabilities by the light of the 
faith that God has given to you all. . . . Let us have real warm affection 
for one another as between [family], and a willingness to let the other 
[person] have the credit” (vv. 3, 10 J.B. Phillips New Testament).

Pride in our past accomplishments can blind us to the gifts of oth-
ers. Arrogance can poison the future.

John the Baptist, whose mission was to pave the way for Jesus, 
said, “He must become greater; I must become less” (John 3:30).

That’s a good motto for us all.
I admit, Lord, that I have a lot to learn about humility. Help me 
to see You for who You are so You and others have their rightful 

place in my life.

Living Anonymously

DAILY
PATH

In a country where quality health-
care remains a privilege of  the rich 
and influential, a silent army of  
women, clad in pink sarees, work 

tirelessly and selflessly to make basic 
healthcare facilities accessible to those 
who live on the margins of  the grow-
ing Indian economy, particularly in the 
country’s vast rural hinterland.

Barely getting time to sleep as calls 
for help keep coming round the clock, 
this pink army -- as they are popularly 
known -- is the backbone of  the pri-
mary healthcare in India’s 600,000 vil-
lages, providing a connect between the 
community and the inadequate public 
health system. These are the trained 
female community health activists -- 
called Accredited Social Health Activ-
ists (ASHA) -- under the National Rural 
Health Mission (NRHM) of  the Indian 
government.

Instrumental in bringing down 
the infant mortality rate from over 50 
deaths per 1,000 live births in 2005 
(when ASHA was launched) to 34 
deaths in 2016, these women provide 
information to people in rural areas 
about health, sanitation and nutrition; 
conduct ante-natal and post-natal 
checkups; assist women during their de-
liveries, deliver polio vaccines and con-
duct health surveys.

With many of  them mothers them-
selves, they often take along their chil-
dren to the clinics at unearthly hours 
because they can’t leave them behind at 
home.

Clad in the trademark pink saree, 
her work uniform, state health worker 
Godavari Anil Rathore, 23, a resident 
of  Kalaburgi, Karnataka, about 623 km 
north of  state capital Bengaluru, is one 
of  the youngest employed as an ASHA.

“When I was a kid, I remember 
how my aunt had a baby and lost it 
just within two months. The baby had 
contracted malaria after she was born, 
and my aunt couldn’t bear the pain,” 
Rathore told IANS.

“It’s an unimaginable pain not to 
be able to save your own baby, which 
is one of  the reasons why I decided I 
should help women,” she said.

Rathore has helped over 100 wom-
en in her district in delivering healthy 
babies over the last three years that she 
has been working as an ASHA.

“It makes me extremely happy 
looking at women living in the remot-
est parts of  the country with not much 

money to focus on their health giv-
ing birth to healthy children.

“Even though it means that we 
work an average of  12 hours each 
day, taking health surveys, carry-
ing out polio drives, assisting preg-
nant women from the district I live 
in -- right from medical checkups 
during pregnancy, to the delivery, 
then getting the baby all the vac-
cinations, and in the end receiving 
only about Rs 1,500 for a month.”

Rathore said that every woman 
she works with “becomes family to 
me, even if  they need me at 3 a. m., 
I’m there.”

For many Indian villages where 
hospitals aren’t accessible easily, 
860,000 ASHAs across the coun-
try (according to the Ministry of  
Health and Family Welfare, 2014) 
are the only ray of  hope in providing 
medical assistance to thousands of  peo-
ple, and have been working extensively 
on eliminating polio and malnutrition 
among infants.

Making sacrifices every day to build 
a healthier society, these women find 
it hard to even make ends meet, earn-
ing a paltry sum for their services. Over 
15,000 ASHAs from Karnataka staged 
a protest last month at Freedom Park 
in the heart of  the city for a better re-
muneration from the state so that they 
could live with dignity.

Rathore, like many other ASHAs, 
barely sleeps, as calls for help keep com-
ing in from pregnant women round the 
clock, after a long day of  delivering po-
lio vaccines or conducting health sur-
veys. Many a time, she can’t leave her 
two-year-old girl, Lakshmi, behind at 
home and takes her along.

“Sometimes, I feel I’m raising my 
child within clinics with my husband 
not being at home all the time. But I 
am glad she’s growing up learning to 
be empathetic, knowing that as humans 
we must be able to help one another 
without any hesitation,” said Rathore 
with a smile.

ASHAs take pride that they’ve man-
aged to get their communities talking 
about health and hygiene.

“We are overwhelmed to see people 
in villages pay attention to sanitation 
and building their toilets and purifying 
their water, which they earlier didn’t 
care much for. These are very important 
when we talk about health,” Rathore 
explained.

With every right to quit their diffi-
cult job, the women say they continue 
on because the power to be a part of  the 

birth of  a healthy life is unparalleled.
Geetha B, 31, from Ballari district, 

has been an ASHA for nine years now. 
A mother of  two boys, she takes the 
responsibility of  overseeing the health 
needs of  over 1,500 people in Harigina-
done village in Ballari district seriously.

“My vision is always towards mak-
ing the village a better place. I would 
have assisted at least 300 women in 
these nine years in their pregnancies 
and now I see the kids going to school 
within the village, children I would have 
helped while growing up to be healthy. 
It fills me with happiness each time.”

“Pregnancy comes with a hope for 
every family. Our job satisfaction comes 
from seeing their dreams come true, in 
helping India’s next generation grow up 
healthy.”

A mother of  five children, 35-year-
old Nagomi K. from Raichur district, 
about 400 km to the north of  Bengaluru, 
has seen ASHAs help in transforming 
the villages in the district over the past 
12 years that they have been working.

“In many villages, the women are 
blamed if  something happens to the 
baby. They have to live with guilt that 
it was their fault that the baby was born 
prematurely,” Nagomi told IANS.

With their constant visits to the vil-
lagers’ homes for checkups, men also 
tend to learn from them about their 
wives’ health, which doesn’t happen in 
healthcare centres, where the men are 
just asked to wait in the waiting rooms, 
she said.

“Even though many don’t recog-
nise the work we do, we are trying to 
act as bridges involving both man and a 
woman when it comes to a pregnancy, 
and having villagers lead better lives in 
general with better health.”

“A lot of  times I assist women who 
cannot even afford a strip of  medicine. 
That’s when I give them whatever 
money I have so that the health of  the 
community is never compromised,” 
Nagomi said.

As Karnataka State ASHA Work-
ers’ Association Secretary D. Nagalak-
shmi puts it, “These women are the 
lifelines for our country in letting those 
who cannot access medical help get eve-
ry kind of  support. They must be cred-
ited with raising a majority of  India’s 
next generation.”

Each of  the 37,000 ASHAs in Kar-
nataka are working despite severe hard-
ships and have some moving stories to 
tell, but they don’t hesitate to make any 
sacrifice in building a healthier country, 
she said.

India ranks 131 among 188 coun-
tries on the Human Development In-
dex (HDI) 2016 released by the United 
Nations Development Programme 
(UNDP). India was placed behind 
countries like Gabon (109), Egypt 
(111), Indonesia (113), South Africa 
(119) and Iraq (121) among others. The 
government is working towards improv-
ing this rating by creating competition 
between states to perform better on key 
social indicators like infant mortality 
rate, maternal mortality rate and life 
expectancy.

(This feature is part of  a special 
series that seeks to bring unique and 

extraordinary stories of  ordinary people, 
groups and communities from across a 
diverse, plural and inclusive India and 

has been made possible by a collaboration 
between IANS and the Frank Islam 
Foundation. Bhavana Akella can be 

contacted at bhavana.a@ians.in)

Indian-born scientist Aruni Bhatnagar is all set 
to install a $14.50 million “unique urban labo-
ratory” in the US that will study the effect of  
green plantations on combating cardiovascular 

diseases. His research interests include cardiovascular 
effects of  environmental pollutants, atherosclerosis, 
injury from loss of  blood to the heart muscle, cardio-
vascular complications of  diabetes and sepsis.

“We think trees might be more effective than stat-
ins in combating heart disease,” Bhatnagar told IANS 
on phone from Louisville, Kentucky.

Bhatnagar’s work has led to the creation of  the 
new field of  environmental cardiology.

A Lucknow University graduate with a bio-
chemistry doctorate from the Central Drug Research 
Institute (CDRI), also in Lucknow, he is a professor 
and university scholar with Louisville’s Institute of  
Molecular Cardiology. He is also a fellow with the 
American Heart Association.

The Green Heart project involves the University 
of  Louisville, the Nature Conservancy, the Institute 
for Healthy Air, Land and Soil and other partners 
that will transform four South Louisville neighbour-

hoods, home to about 22,000 residents, with 8,000 
trees and other plantings.

Bhatnagar said the trees will not be samplings 
but mature foliage which will make a difference right 
away. Trees, shrubs and other plants will be placed 
where they can best soak up lung-damaging air pollu-
tion within the study area.

Researchers will track the health of  about 700 
residents to ascertain cardiovascular response to the 
plantation.

He said green spaces breathe in their own way, 
taking up the heat-trapping gas carbon dioxide while 
creating life-sustaining oxygen.

While trees produce volatile organic compounds 
-- a source of  ozone pollution -- they also absorb 
ozone and other pollutants and trap especially dan-
gerous tiny particles.

But “nobody has evaluated the specific health ef-
fects of  planting green spaces”.

He said the effect of  plantation on human health 
where people’s health is monitored before, during and 
after a major tree plantation drive has not been stud-
ied so far.

The health of  people who live near the newly 
planted greenery will be compared to those who live 
elsewhere in the study area.

“We are hopeful to see changes in a few years,” he 
said. “It’s like a drug trial, with nature as the drug.”

Bhatnagar said he and his team wanted to test 
whether giving someone a statin for cardiovascular 
management is better or worse than giving one green 
surroundings.

In addition to studying cardiovascular health, re-
searchers also plan to see if  there are any changes in 
crime rates, stress, economics and other social-psycho 
outcomes.

Some studies suggest trees can help in those areas, 
too.

He said the Louisville research can be a potential 
game-changer in fighting heart disease.

“Though heart disease rates have been coming 
down, the rate has slowed and flattened out in the 
recent past. That’s why we thought we need to try 
something different,” he explained.

So far research has identified poor diet and lack 
of  exercise with heart risk. We haven’t studied the im-
pact of  the environment in preventing or managing 
the cardiovascular situation in the urban population. 
About 70 percent of  heart disease is preventable but 
it still accounts for the largest cause of  deaths, Bhat-
nagar added.

(Vishal Gulati can be contacted at vishal.g@ians.in)

Disregarding a Supreme Court order, the central 
and state governments have linked Aadhaar 
to a multitude of  health and social security 

schemes.
New Delhi: Following reports that a 28-year-old 

was denied an abortion she was legally entitled to in 
Chandigarh simply because she was unable to produce 
an Aadhaar card, 52 public health organisations and 
individuals have issued a statement condemning this 
trend.

“We demand that the linking of  Aadhaar to health 
and other social services, including access to PDS be 
urgently revoked by the Centre and all states,” accord-
ing to the statement. Labeling it as an arbitrary step 
and a violation of  human rights, they have asked that 
the central and state government disseminate informa-
tion widely to the public to ensure an immediate end 
to such violations.

The case in Chandigarh was of  a 28-year-old do-
mestic worker who was pregnant with her fourth child. 
She had sought an abortion from the well-known Post 
Graduate Institute of  Medical Education and Research 
(PGIMER), a government hospital in Chandigarh. 
PGIMER, however, did not allow her to undergo an 
ultrasonography as she did not have an Aadhaar card. 
She ultimately approached an unqualified local physi-
cian for an abortion, but the procedure went badly and 
she had to be hospitalised for a blood transfusion.

The statement by health activists states that this 
case is a violation of  the provisions of  the Medical 
Termination of  Pregnancy Act. It is estimated that in 

India, at least ten women die daily due to unsafe abor-
tions.
No Aadhaar, no healthcare
Disregarding the Supreme Court order that Aadhaar 
could be demanded only for a limited number of  serv-
ices – such as an LPG connection – the central and 
state governments have linked it to a multitude of  
schemes and services.

Tuberculosis patients all over India need Aadhaar 
to receive the small cash amounts given by the gov-
ernment. In Uttar Pradesh, Aadhaar is required for 
calling an ambulance. In Madhya Pradesh, Aadhaar 
is required for anti-retroviral therapy. In Punjab, it is 
required for hepatitis C treatment. For a death certifi-
cate in Assam, Jammu and Kashmir and Meghalaya, 
Aadhaar is required. Karnataka demands an Aadhaar 
card for organ donation. Tamil Nadu has just floated 
a draft state blood policy for comments which seeks 
to track blood donors through their Aadhaar cards. 
In Maharashtra, a 23-year-old pregnant woman was 
turned away from a maternity home because she did 
not have an Aadhaar card. And just recently, at least 
six starvation deaths were reported from Jharkhand 
and Karnataka after people were denied their rations 
for not having an Aadhaar card. All of  this is in addi-
tion to the woman in Chandigarh who was denied an 
abortion on account of  not having an Aadhaar.

“This raises extremely serious concerns about pri-
vacy, confidentiality and ethics vis-à-vis the collection, 
storage and sharing of  health data of  patients, linked 
to Aadhaar over a platform, which has the potential to 
be accessed widely and used unethically.  Disclosure of  
personal health information also has the potential to 
reinforce stigma, discrimination and marginalisation 

of  those seeking healthcare, leading to its denial and 
threat to lives,” according to the statement.

The signatories include Jan Swasthya Abhiyan, 
Sama Resource Group for Women and Health, 
Medico Friend Circle, Forum for Medical Ethics So-
ciety, Mahila Sarvangeen Utkarsh Mandal, Swayam, 
PRAYAS, ANANDI, TARSHI, Nazariya, Voluntary 
Health Association of  Punjab and Forum to Engage 
Men.
Government stalls hearing on Aadhaar in apex court
In an interview with The Wire, former Attorney Gen-
eral Mukul Rohatgi said he never intended for the 
Aadhaar case to be delayed for so long – the case has 
been pending since 2015. But on Rohatgi’s actions in 
court, the matter of  privacy was referred to a nine-
judge bench that ruled in favour of  the right to privacy.

Even as citizens around the country are being de-
nied their rights, the government has been stalling the 
hearing of  Aadhaar cases in the Supreme Court.

Rohatgi, however, has strongly defended the Aad-
haar and said that citizens would not be denied their 
rights on account of  it.

On October 25, when the Aadhaar cases were 
mentioned in court, the attorney general asked for the 
hearings to be deferred to March 18, 2018. He sug-
gested that the deadline for the “mandatory linking” of  
Aadhaar be pushed from December 31, 2017 to March 
31, 2018.

Advocates for the petitioners objected to the gov-
ernment’s move to further defer the case, which has 
already been pending since 2015. The advocates also 
told the court about massive exclusions faced by peo-
ple due to their Aadhaar cards and mentioned the issue 
of  starvation deaths in Jharkhand.

India’s Pink Army: Bringing Healthcare to Doorsteps of Deprived

Indian-Born Scientist Attempts 
Treating Hearts Via Urban Forests 

Activists Slam Mandatory Linking of Aadhaar to 
Health Services After Woman Denied Abortion

BIBLE READ:  ROMANS 12:1–13
THOUGHT FOR TODAY:

Let us have real warm affection for  
one another as between [family].   

~  Romans 12:10 Phillips

ASHA interac ng with villagers
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ARIES (MAR 21 - APR 19): Your mind should 
be especially quick and agile today, and your cu-
riosity will be piqued. Your pursuit of  intellectu-
al interests could lead to group activities where 

you meet others interested in the same subjects. A lot of  in-
formation could come your way. You’ll enjoy discussing it. 
New friendships and lines to other possible interests could 
come your way.

TAURUS (APR 20 - MAY 20): You might 
have a few projects in mind that you’ll want to 
work on today. Your mind is especially quick 
and agile, and you have a lot of  great ideas that 

can make your efforts turn out the way you want. Con-
versations with those close to you may provide even more 
possibilities. Whatever you choose to work on, you should 
be pleased with the results.

GEMINI (MAY 21 - JUN 21): Your mind may 
turn toward intellectual pursuits that you have 
been too busy to investigate. Today your mind 
is so quick and your curiosity so high that you 

won’t resist even if  other things interfere. Books, films, 
websites, or any information on your subject provide fod-
der for thought. Conversations with friends also prove in-
triguing.

CANCER (JUN 22 - JUL 22): Legal papers 
regarding money might need to be executed to-
day. Your mind is especially quick and agile, so 
you can take care of  it efficiently, freeing you 

up for more enjoyable activities, such as getting together 
with friends or a partner. Discussions concerning science, 
psychology, or the occult or metaphysical subjects could 
dominate your time.

LEO (JUL 23 - AUG 22): Social events could 
put you into touch with intriguing new people 
who share your interests. This should be a grati-
fying experience. Your mind is quick and agile 

and your curiosity high, so you’ll gain a lot from conversa-
tions. Perhaps you’ll even make plans to attend lectures or 
workshops with your new acquaintances so you can learn 
more about what interests you all.

VIRGO (AUG 23 - SEP 22): Today you might 
want to spend some time gardening. In fact, you 
might have a number of  tasks to perform around 
the house and yard, but you may also have 

friends waiting. You may get your chores done quickly, and 
even create new and innovative ways of  doing them! Inter-
esting conversations feed your curiosity when you spend 
time with your friends.

LIBRA (SEP 23 - OCT 22): Exploring your 
intellectual interests might get your curiosity 
going, although whatever knowledge you gain 
may bring up more questions than answers! 

You’ll also want to get together with close friends or your 
partner to discuss this new information. You’ll learn from 
them and they’ll learn from you, so by the end of  the day 
your head should be buzzing.

SCORPIO (OCT 23 - NOV 21): A number 
of  young visitors could come to your home 
with news to pass on and information to share. 
You’ll probably spend most of  your day work-

ing around the house or yard, which you enjoy very much. 
Conversations feed your intellect and get your curiosity go-
ing. You’ll feel very positive about whatever you choose 
to do.

SAGITTARIUS (NOV 22 - DEC 21): Your 
phone may not stop ringing today. Friends and 
family may have good news and interesting in-
formation to share, so you’ll want to spend a lot 

of  time talking with them. You might learn about some 
newly released books that interest you. A number of  er-
rands might also need to be done, but you’ll have fun do-
ing them.

CAPRICORN (DEC 22 - JAN 19): This is a 
great day to plan new projects. Your mind may 
be especially quick and full of  ideas. These 
could prove valuable. Write down ideas that 

you can’t put to immediate use so you won’t forget them. 
Books, magazines, conversations, and the Internet may be 
rich sources of  inspiration.

AQUARIUS (JAN 20 - FEB 18): Your mind 
could be especially active today. Perhaps 
you’ll discover a new talent you didn’t know 
you had, such as writing, drawing or speak-

ing. Ideas for stories, sketches, or lectures might come 
thick and fast. Write them down. Computers are par-
ticularly useful now. You might have to execute some 
paperwork concerning money, but this should get ac-
complished quickly and easily.

PISCES (FEB 19 - MAR 20): Your intuition 
has been especially high for a while now. Today 
you could decide to put it to practical use. You 
might consider a class or workshop that increas-

es your ability to communicate. New friends who share 
this interest could appear on the scene. Whatever ideas 
or insights come your way may originate from the higher 
planes. Write them down.

Today’s ASTRO-PREDICTION

Why Trees Don’t Ungrow

Living things are so impressive that 
they’ve earned their own branch of  
the natural sciences, called biology. 
From the perspective of a physicist, 

though, life isn’t different from non-life in any 
fundamental sense. Rocks and trees, cities 
and jungles, are all just collections of matter 
that move and change shape over time while 
exchanging energy with their surroundings. 
Does that mean physics has nothing to tell 
us about what life is and when it will appear? 
Or should we look forward to the day that an 
equation will finally leap off the page like a 
mathematical Frankenstein’s monster, and say, 
once and for all, that this is what it takes to 
make something live and breathe?

As a physicist, I prefer to chart a course 
between reductionism and defeat by thinking 
about the probability of matter becoming more 
life-like. The starting point is to see that there are 
many separate behaviours that seem to distinguish 
living things. They harvest energy from their 
surroundings and use it as fuel to make copies 
of themselves, for example. They also sense, 
and even predict things about the world they live 
in. Each of these behaviours is distinctive, yes, 
but also limited enough to be able to conceive 
of a non-living thing that accomplishes the 
same task. Although fire is not alive, it might 
be called a primitive self-replicator that ‘copies’ 
itself  by spreading. Now the question becomes: 
can physics improve our understanding of these 
life-like behaviours? And, more intriguingly, can 
it tell us when and under what conditions we 
should expect them to emerge?

Increasingly, there’s reason to hope the 
answer might be yes. The theoretical research 
I do with my colleagues tries to comprehend a 
new aspect of life’s evolution by thinking of it 
in thermodynamic terms. When we conceive 
of an organism as just a bunch of molecules, 
which energy flows into, through and out of, we 
can use this information to build a probabilistic 
model of its behaviour. From this perspective, 
the extraordinary abilities of living things might 
turn out to be extreme outcomes of a much more 
widespread process going on all over the place, 
from turbulent fluids to vibrating crystals – a 
process by which dynamic, energy-consuming 
structures become fine-tuned or adapted to their 
environments. Far from being a freak event, 
finding something akin to evolving lifeforms 
might be quite likely in the kind of universe we 
inhabit – especially if  we know how to look for it.

The understanding that life and heat are 
intertwined is very old knowledge. Moses, for 
one, was launched into his first encounter with 
the Creator of all life by the sight of a tree 
ablaze, burning with a marvellous fire that left 
the living organism unscathed.

In physics, heat is a form of energy, made 
up of the random movements and collisions of  
molecules as they bounce off each other at the 
nanoscale. Much of the world’s energy is tied 
up as heat. Although it sounds like something 
that just wobbles around in the background 
as other factors take centre stage, it actually 
plays a crucial role in making some of the 
most interesting kinds of behaviour possible. In 
particular, we’ll see that heat and time are bound 
together in an intricate dance, and the release of  
heat is what stops time going backwards.

Some things in the world seem reversible: I 
can kick a ball upward and it will rise, or I can 
drop a ball from a height, and it will fall. Putting 
it this way just seems like common sense, but 
it turns out that this pairing of dynamical 
trajectories, where one path looks like the time-
reversed movie of the other, is a symmetry 
built into the basic mathematical structure of  
Newton’s laws. Anything that can go one way 
can go the other, if  you just set it moving back 
the way it came. As a consequence, the most 
‘normal’ thing in physics would be for events to 
be able to reverse themselves in time, just like 
the ball that goes up and then down.

We don’t immediately grasp the sweeping 
significance of time-reversal symmetry because 
a whole lot of what we see doesn’t seem to have 
this property. Little green shoots soak up the 
Sun and grow into mighty trees, but we never 
see a full-grown pine ‘ungrow’ itself  into a 
cone buried in the dirt. Sandcastles disintegrate 
under the waves, but we never see them splash 
back together when the tide recedes. Countless 
examples of ordinary occurrences around us 
would look extraordinary if  they happened in 
rewind. The ‘arrow of time’ seems to point in 
one direction, but there’s no obvious reason in 
principle to think it should. So what’s going on?

The short answer is that we’re not looking 
closely enough. When a piece of wood burns, 
an enormous amount of heat and chemical 
product is exchanged with the surrounding 
air. In order to run the tape backwards and 
spontaneously generate wood from ash and 
anti-flame, we’d have to somehow give every 

little molecule in the ash and atmosphere a 
backwards push to send it bouncing along the 
reverse track. That is not going to happen.

In a rigorous, quantitative sense, the 
dissipation of heat is the price we pay for the 
arrow of time

Many scientific commentators have 
noted the connection between heat and the 
arrow of time. However, only in the past 20 
years or so have physicists developed a crisp, 
comprehensive formulation of the relationship. 
One of the most important contributions came 
from a theorist named Gavin Crooks, now at 
the Lawrence Berkeley National Lab in the 
United States. He asked the following question: 
given that I have a movie (say, of a piece of  
wood burning to ash or a plant growing) and 
the rewind version of that movie, how would I 
tell which one is more likely to happen?

By applying some basic assumptions, 
he was able to mathematically prove the 
following. If  you have a system (a piece of  
wood or a plant, for example) surrounded by 
a ‘bath’ of randomly jiggling particles (say, the 
atmosphere), the more heat the system releases 
into its bath, the less likely it is to rewind itself. 
In a rigorous, quantitative sense, the dissipation 
of heat is the price we pay for the arrow of time.

Why? Another way of phrasing this insight 
is to note that the more a system increases the 
entropy of its surroundings, the more irreversible 
it becomes. Now, it must be said that in the 
grand contest for the most misunderstood idea 
in the history of physics, entropy is probably the 
winner. Even people who are normally averse 
to any mention of the natural sciences will 
sagely volunteer that entropy – read: messiness, 
dysfunction, chaos, disorder, who knows? – 
must increase, all the time. It’s the second law 
of thermodynamics, obviously. But this simple 
picture can’t be right. Living organisms, for one, 
seem to defy this misleading gloss on the second 
law. They take disorganised bits and pieces of  
matter, and put them together in fiendishly 
complex and refined ways.

Thankfully, the full story is substantially 
more nuanced. Connoisseurs use entropy in 
a technical, microscopic sense, as a statistical 
measure of the number of different ways the 
same kind of arrangement of matter can be 
constructed out of its constituent parts. For a 
room full of air, for example, it turns out there 
are just many, many more ways of spreading 
out the molecules uniformly than there are 
of squishing them into clumps. That’s why 
uniform air density wins the entropic game, and 
nature abhors a vacuum. The particles diffuse 
themselves evenly because that’s just the most 
likely thing to happen over time.

The connection between entropy and heat 
is more subtle. Remember that heat is energy 
diffused randomly among the particles in a 
substance. The more energy, the more ways of  
sharing it around; and the more ways of sharing 
the energy around, the higher the entropy. Back 
to Crooks’s example of a system in a bath, then, 
the more heat a system releases, the more it 
increases the entropy of its surroundings – and, 
as Crooks showed, the less likely it is that this 
sequence of events could rewind itself.

This is what the second law means: the 
reason a heat-producing movie is more likely 
than its heat-absorbing re-run has to do with 
the number of ways you can disperse that heat 
in the surrounding bath. The more heat you 
throw into the bath, the less hope you have of  
getting it back from a freak fluctuation, and 
the less likely it is that you will have the energy 
you need to retrace your steps once the movie 
has run forward. It’s like releasing a bagful of  
feathers into a gusting wind and hoping to catch 
them with a net. If  you only release one feather, 
the gale might blow it back to you; but if  you 
release hundreds or thousands, the chance of  
capturing them all is basically nil.

Now we can bring life into the picture. 
Living things clearly have energy to burn, and 
they get this energy from being worked on. Like 
heat, ‘work’ in thermodynamics involves units 
of energy. But instead of the uncoordinated 
wiggling of molecules, here it’s a measure of how 
much and how fast energy has been transferred 
to a system from its surroundings in a way that 
produces a change. There are a variety of versions, 
such as movement, volume change and chemical 
transformation. What unites these processes is 
that energy is being forced, pushed or driven into 
a system from the outside, in a way that modifies 
the system’s shape or location. When you hit a 
car, it might move, or you might dent it, or both. 
In any case, you’ve done work on it.

Life is superb at capturing energy through 
work. Growing a plant means doing work on 
it, no less than when we put shoulder to yoke 
and drag a cart up a hill. In these situations the 
conservation of energy required by Newton’s laws 
implies one of two things: either all the energy 
put in as work stays stored in the system, like the 
compressed spring in a Jack-in-the-box; or else 
it’s released into the surroundings as heat. Recall, 

too, what we said before about the release of heat 
and time-reversal symmetry. So the question of  
how much work gets done, and when, makes all 
the difference to which events are more or less 
likely in the movie we’re watching.

Now we know why mighty trees don’t 
ungrow themselves: because life produces heat. 
From a physics perspective, a tree harvests 
energy from its surroundings – work is done 
on it – and in the process, it dissipates energy to 
the surrounding air as heat. The differences in 
probability between forward and reverse in such 
cases are staggering. Even ungrowing a single 
photosynthetic bacterium is less likely than 
growing one by a factor of roughly 1050 billion! 
Suffice it to say, once the work gets flowing (and 
dissipating), backwards movies usually cease to 
be worth even talking about.

With a few tricks of algebra, you can use 
Crooks’s equation to compare the likelihoods of  
two future events in a system that’s being pushed 
by external forces and surrounded by a bath of  
randomly jiggling molecules. That includes the 
plant growing in the air, and anything that’s 
alive, in fact. So, if  I zap a chemical mixture 
with electric shocks, or mechanically vibrate the 
container of a viscous fluid – does thinking about 
work and heat help me to predict if  something 
resembling life might eventually emerge, after 
some energy has been allowed to flux through 
the system? Perhaps, but with a twist.

To probe the implications of work for how 
life (and evolution) evolved, a more versatile 
analogy is required. Let’s imagine a battery-
powered car, exploring a rugged mountain 
range. Mathematically, the car’s location 
can be thought of as corresponding to the 
full microscopic configuration of a system 
composed of many different particles. Every 
spot on the terrain that the car might be, we 
can think of as a unique and different way of  
arranging all the molecular building blocks 
of some larger object. Accordingly, we have 
to think of the car not as having four cardinal 
directions to drive in, but rather, 1025 or more! 
And somewhere, out on that vast sierra, there’s 
a spot that represents a bacterium, a plant, a cat.

At any given moment, our car is furiously 
spinning its wheels, winding its way slowly up 
over a narrow pass, or bouncing rapidly down 
into another ravine. From time to time, the car 
randomly swerves and changes direction. This is a 
reasonable metaphor for a system that undergoes 
changes in energy, but doesn’t experience external 
drives that do work on it. Sometimes, the car goes 
uphill; this corresponds to our system absorbing 
heat and storing the energy, like the spring 
in a jack-in-the-box. Sometimes, the car goes 
downhill, which we’d liken to the clown popping 
out of the box as the spring is released.

So where does the exploring car end up? 
Both intuition and a more rigorous treatment 
of the physics tell us that two basic factors are 
going to affect what happens. First, the car is 
more likely to drive to places that are close to its 
starting point, and separated from that point by 
relatively flat terrain. Second, it will tend to go 
downhill more than it tends to go uphill. After a 
very long time, we might expect the car to wander 
so much that we’d have no idea where it was at 
the beginning – but its avoidance of hilltops and 
preference for valleys would probably remain.

Think of an opera singer who shatters a 
goblet with the perfect pitch of her song, due to 
a phenomenon known as resonance

To bring work into the picture, we just need to 
give the car a solar panel. This makes its wheels 
spin more vigorously when it’s positioned and 
angled so that the Sun is brightest. Now the 
rules of thumb for how the car explores are 
going to get dramatically more complicated. 
All things being equal, we’d still expect the car 
to stay close to home, go downhill, and avoid 
rugged terrain (at least until it gets stuck). In 
addition, we now have to think about the places 
and times that the car will get a power-boost 
from the Sun overhead. There are going to be 
cases where the car can more readily traverse 
a sunny hill than a shady plain, because of the 
extra help it gets by staying in the bright spots.

Given enough time, we can no longer be 
confident that we’ll find the car in some deep 
valley near home base; instead, we have to 
think about how far and how fast it might have 
travelled if  it found a path on which the Sun 
kept shining. Described in this way, the vehicle’s 
dynamics are affected by a dizzying variety of  
factors, and there are many more possibilities 
for where the mountain-rover might go.

The solar-powered mountain-rover 
metaphor helps us to think about the evolution 
of a very diverse range of work-absorbing 
systems. Of course, the prospect of sifting 
through such a vast space of possibilities and 
landing on life at first seems hopeless. But things 
look different once we ask a simple question, 
namely: what determines which places are 
sunny, and which places aren’t?

At least part of the answer comes from the 
peculiarities of how a system’s structure allows 
it to connect with its surrounding energy source. 
Children often notice that a wineglass will ring 
at a different pitch depending on how much 
water is poured into it. A different, but related 

observation is that vessels made from the same 
amount of glass, and filled with the same 
amount of water, can ring at different pitches 
depending on their shape.

What this reveals is that the way matter is 
arranged can significantly affect how it tends to 
move and vibrate. Not only that, but the details 
of such an arrangement also change how matter 
absorbs work energy from its surroundings. 
Think of an opera singer who shatters a 
goblet with the perfect pitch of her song, due 
to a phenomenon known as resonance. Here, 
because the glass tends to vibrate at a frequency 
that is well-matched to the frequency of the 
sound, the oscillations in the glass produced 
by the energy in the sound waves are violent 
enough to break it.

We encounter the work-absorbing 
peculiarities of how matter is arranged all 
around us: from the ways pigment molecules 
absorb and scatter light so that we perceive them 
as having colours, to the fact that we can digest 
and be nourished by the starch in a potato more 
than by the cellulose in a bale of hay. From 
the perspective of chemical physics, a human 
being’s inability to eat grass is just about how 
the atoms that comprise a person’s digestive 
system are arranged. If  these same carbons, 
nitrogens, oxygens and so on were re-fashioned 
into a cow stomach, the chemical work stored 
in grass would be ours for the taking.

It’s when we take this idea back to our 
solar-powered rover that things get interesting. 
Suppose we start with a collection of  
chemical building blocks in a thrown-together, 
uninteresting structure. That corresponds to 
parachuting the car into a randomly chosen 
starting location in the mountain range. But 
now, suppose that we subject these chemical 
building blocks to a challenging external 
environment – to a collection of energy 
sources that are accessible in principle, but only 
available in practice when the chemicals are 
arranged in rare, specially-matched shapes that 
happen to solve the problem of how to absorb 
work. For the rover, which we have said has 
unimaginably many possible directions to drive 
in, the challenging environment manifests as a 
landscape that’s mostly not very sunny, except 
when you are driving in just the right direction, 
in the right place, at the right time.

The system exhibits a self-reinforcing 
process that grows its ability to absorb work

Sure, it’s still not easy to tell where 
the rover must go in general. But there are 
particular scenarios where the matters become 
significantly clearer. We might think of a case in 
which the rover starts off in a sunny spot, spins 
its wheels furiously, and speeds to a new place 
in the shade, where its wheels grind mostly to 
a halt. Having been carried irreversibly to a 
new place by the absorption and dissipation of  
work, it then gets stuck in a shape that is bad 
at absorbing energy. That’s roughly equivalent 
to the opera singer shattering the goblet. At the 
beginning, the glass resonates and absorbs a 
lot of work from the song, which gets largely 
dissipated as heat when the glass shatters and 
settles into an inert heap of shards. Once in this 
state, the shards no longer resonate, and the rate 
of work absorption drops significantly.

We can also envision the opposite scenario. 
Suppose we have a single bacterium sitting in 
a big jar of food and oxygen. After 20 minutes 
or so, we should have two bacteria, and 20 
minutes later gets us two more. What we 
expect to see, in the short term, is a process 
of exponential population growth. Individual 
bacteria harness the chemical work available in 
their surroundings, and pay the thermodynamic 
cost of making copies of themselves. Since the 
number of bacteria is growing, the rate of work 
absorption is also constantly increasing – at least 
until the food runs out and the party stops. We 
can liken this process to a rover that gets a bit of  
sunshine, which helps it edge its way a bit further 
out of the shade, so that its wheels speed up even 
more and carry it to an ever-sunnier location 
over time. The system in this case exhibits a 
sustained, self-reinforcing process that grows its 
ability to absorb work from the environment.

Note that there’s nothing in this 
thermodynamic description of reproduction 
that specifically picks out the notion of a discrete 
entity (such as a bacterium) reproducing itself. 
Rather, self-replication is just one example of a 
more general class of processes that exhibit what 
we call positive feedback. Positive feedback can 
happen whenever there’s a quantity in a system 
whose increase brings about a rise in its own rate 
of growth. In the case of self-replicating cells, the 
quantity in question is the number of cells itself: a 
larger number of cells can make more cells faster. 
However, one can also envision self-reinforcing 
behaviours that have to do with the shape or 
arrangement of a system as a whole; and in 
that case, the exploring rover story remains the 
same as ever. Looking at life this way allows us 
to recognise a similar feedback signature in cases 
where no self-copying self  is apparent.

Just to recap where we’ve travelled. Living 
things manage not to fall apart as fast as they 
form because they constantly increase the 
entropy around them. They do this because 

their molecular structure lets them absorb 
energy as work and release it as heat. Under 
certain conditions, this ability to absorb work 
lets organisms (and other systems) refine their 
structure so as to absorb more work, and in the 
process, release more heat. It all adds up to a 
positive feedback loop that makes us appear to 
move forward in time, in accordance with the 
extended second law.

This process takes on a special significance 
in a setting like that of the vibrating glass. Here, 
the environmental energy source presents a 
particular challenge, such that the system (the 
glass) can only absorb energy if  it adopts the right 
shapes. That’s equivalent to our rover finding 
that rare sliver of sunlight and managing to drive 
in just the right way to stay in the bright spots. If  
something about the system’s configuration lets 
it use the absorbed energy to power a feedback 
loop in a challenging scenario, you end up with 
a recipe for a system that evolves over time into 
more and more finely-tuned, specialised, energy-
absorbing shapes. If  you leave a lump of glass in 
the presence of a soprano for long enough, the 
shape it ultimately takes should depend on the 
precise pitch(es) she chooses to sing at.

In my research group’s first theoretical 
papers on this subject, we have referred to this 
mechanism of self-organisation as dissipative 
adaptation. Recently, we conducted two tests 
of the idea with computer simulations. In one 
study, we took a mixture of simple dots or 
points floating in viscous fluid. To make the 
environment more challenging, we imposed a 
simple rule: each pair of points was connected 
by a stretchy spring, which could randomly 
hook or unhook when close together. We then 
took one of the points amongst a group of 20 of  
them and pushed on it with an oscillating force 
of a single frequency.

What we saw next was intriguing. As the 
springs randomly hooked and unhooked, 
a specific network of tangled connections 
formed. These connections tended to vibrate 
at the frequency of the external force – hence 
they absorbed an exceptionally large amount 
of energy. Alternatively, when we engineered it 
so that the springs snapped more readily when 
stretched, we saw the opposite effect, like the 
opera singer’s shattered glass: a network formed 
that was attuned to not vibrate at that frequency. 
That is, the points adapted their shape to not 
absorbing energy.

The life-like specialness of organisms, 
which allows them to eat and survive and 
reproduce, might be recognisable in a broader 
physical class of systems

We got similar results in a second study. 
Here we put an initially randomly arranged 
collection of atoms in the presence of a rich but 
challenging source of energy that could only 
be accessed by a special combination of those 
atoms. After letting the atoms react for a long 
time, the composition of chemicals was biased 
to be either unusually bad or extremely good at 
extracting energy. In other words, the system 
exhibited a tendency to find and stay stuck in 
states that look adapted to their environment.

In both these cases, the point is not that 
all matter everywhere is trying to absorb and 
dissipate more energy all the time; nor is it that 
the second law of thermodynamics is magically 
guiding the discovery of organised structures 
that are better at increasing entropy. Rather, 
when particles interact under the challenging 
conditions created by an energy source, their 
resulting shapes tend to be fine-tuned to that 
energy source – even without the help of self-
replication and natural selection.

As it happens, living things are both 
marvellously complex and breathtakingly good 
at meeting the challenges of their environments. 
We know this is because the life we see today 
has inherited many of the structural and 
behavioural adaptations that proved so useful to 
previous generations. In the biological context, 
‘usefulness’ is that which enables survival and 
self-reproduction. But what’s beginning to 
emerge from some of this thermodynamic 
thinking – and what a few of us are eagerly 
exploring in simulation and experiment – is 
the possibility that some of the distinctively 
life-like specialness of how organisms are 
organised, and which allows them to eat and 
survive and reproduce, might be recognisable 
in a broader physical class of systems that do 
not contain self-copying selves. Instead, they 
are propelled towards strikingly special shapes 
by the thermodynamic laws governing positive 
feedback in the presence of a challenging 
energy source. This process might explain how 
evolution can get going in inert matter.

Whether this will ultimately make a big or 
small difference in how we understand living 
things at the microscopic level, we don’t know. 
There’s still more work to be done. But what 
our new vantage point on thermodynamics 
reveals is that a great many uncharted, and 
seemingly random, explorations of shape and 
form have a surprisingly good chance of ending 
up somewhere interesting – perhaps even the 
summit of the very distant mountaintop that 
we occupy on that unimaginably huge terrain, 
with a tiny flag reading ‘humanity’.
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Four arrested for drug peddling in 
J&K
Srinagar, Nov. 1 (PTI):  Four people have been arrested 
from Kulgam and Anantnag districts in south Kashmir 
and huge amount of contraband was seized from them, 
the police said today. Acting on a tip-off, Kulgam police 
intercepted a scooter at Alstop Qazigund and seized 35 
pouches of illicit liquor from Tariq Ahmad Bhat, a police 
spokesperson said. Two persons -- Ajaz Ahmad Sofi and 
Gulzar Ahmad Sofi -- were arrested after 30 kg of poppy 
straw was seized from their vehicle intercepted at Qazigund 
market in the district, he said. In Anantnag, Bilal Ahmad 
Saqa was arrested after 800 gm of cannabis was seized 
from him, the spokesperson said. Cases have been lodged 
in all the incidents and investigations are underway, the 
official said.

Army Aviation Corps celebrates 
32nd Raising Day
Jammu, Nov. 1 (PTI):  The Army Aviation Corps (ACC) 
celebrated its 32nd raising day at a function held at the 
headquarters of the Northern Command in Udhampur 
of Jammu and Kashmir today. The AAC was raised on 
Nov 1, 1986 as a separate Corps. On the occasion, Lt 
Gen Devraj Anbu, the GOC-IN-C Northern Command, 
complimented the AAC personnel for their dedication, 
hard-work and commitment while carrying out flying 
operations in most challenging situations, a defence 
spokesperson said. He exhorted all the ranks to continue 
to strive for excellence in all fields and make the Army 
proud of their achievements, the spokesperson said. The 
AAC, the “Arm of the future” has not only performed 
exceedingly well in its role of supporting the ground forces 
during operations but also aided civilians as a support to 
civil authorities, the spokesperson said.

Govt. increases age to join National 
Pension Scheme to 65 years
New Delhi, Nov. 1 (IANS):  The government has 
increased the the maximum age of joining under National 
Pension Scheme (NPS) from the existing 60 years to 65 
years of age, an official statement said here on Wednesday. 
“In continuance of the several initiatives under taken by 
Pension Fund Regulatory and Development Authority 
(PFRDA) during the last few years to increase the pension 
coverage in the country, PFRDA has now increased the 
maximum age of joining under NPS-Private Sector (all 
citizen and corporate model) from the existing 60 years 
to 65 years of age,” the statement said. Now, any Indian 
citizen, resident or non-resident, between the age of 60- 65 
years, can also join NPS and continue up to the age of 70 
years in NPS.  

Charge sheet against Kolkata chit 
funds for Rs 335 cr fraud — CBI
Kolkata, Nov. 1 (IANS):  The Central Bureau of  
Investigation (CBI) on Wednesday said it has filed a charge 
sheet against the chairman and directors of two Kolkata-
based private companies in a chit fund fraud case of Rs 335 
crore. The two companies, Angel Agritech Ltd and Angel 
Rural Development Ltd, allegedly collected money from 
the investors under its investment schemes by fraudulently 
promising very high returns but later closed operations and 
wound up their business without repaying the promised 
amount of approximately Rs 335 crore, said a CBI release.
The charge sheet has been filed before the Additional Chief  
Judicial Magistrate of South 24 Pargana’s Baruipur. 

Fisherman released from Pak to 
reach Vadodara tomorrow
Vadodara, Nov. 1 (PTI): The sixty-eight fishermen from 
Gujarat, who were released by Pakistan on Sunday as a 
goodwill gesture, will reach Vadodara late night tomorrow, 
from where they will head to their hometowns in different 
parts of the state, an official said today. On October 29, 
Pakistan released 68 Indian fishermen held for allegedly 
violating its territorial waters from Karachi’s Landhi jail.
After their release, the fishermen boarded a train to 
Lahore, from where they were taken to the Wagah border 
on Monday. There, they were handed over to the Indian 
authorities. 

‘Some countries’ incoherent 
behaviour maritime impediment’
Panaji, Nov. 1 (IANS): Defence Minister Nirmala 
Sitharaman on Wednesday ascribed the “opaque” 
strategy and “incoherent” behaviour of certain countries 
with creating obstacles in the way to a favourable marine 
environment in the Indian Ocean region. In her address 
at the Goa Maritime Conclave which got underway here, 
she also said that the Indian Ocean region has “gained 
centrestage” in contemporary geo-politics, “largely 
due to the potential impact on its regional dynamics”.  
“Opaqueness in strategic intent and incoherent behaviour 
of  certain countries acts as impediments to creating a 
favourable maritime environment,” she said.

Eight dead, 40 injured in boiler 
explosion at NTPC in Rae Bareli 

Congress Himachal poll manifesto 
woos farmers, youths, employees   

Russia-India partnership ‘second 
to none’, says Russian envoy

India has largest number of malnourished kids in world — Report 

Centre accords ‘Z’ 
category security to 
Dineshwar Sharma

President appreciates Bhutan King’s role in resolving Doklam ‘Poison’ in Delhi air, 
respite likely as wind 
direction changes

Lucknow, Nov. 1 (IANS):  At least 
eight persons were killed and more 
than 40 injured in an explosion at 
a boiler unit of  the NTPC in Ut-
tar Pradesh’s Rae Bareli district on 
Wednesday evening, officials said.

The death toll is likely to rise as 
many more are feared trapped inside 
the 500 MW boiler unit at the NTPC, 
Unchahar, Additional Director Gen-
eral (ADG) Law and Order Anand 
Kumar said.

Eight bodies have been received 
at the district hospital, Chief  Medi-
cal Officer K.K. Singh of  Rae Bareli 
told IANS.

A massive fire broke out inside 
and a huge ball of  dust rose after the 
explosion, making rescue operations 
difficult, an official told IANS. 

The unit was the sixth at NTPC 
and was commissioned on March 31 
this year, a senior official said.

An alert has been sounded at the 
community health centre (CHC), 
district hospital and at other medical 
centres, after the accident. 

Chief  Minister Yogi Adityanath, 
who is in Mauritius on a three-day 
visit, directed Principal Secretary 
(Home) Arvind Kumar to monitor 
the situation and brief  him regularly. 

The Chief  Minister has an-
nounced ex-gratia of  Rs 2 lakh each 
to the families of  those killed, Rs 
50,000 each to those seriously in-
jured, and Rs 25,000 each to those 
with less grave injuries.

Senior district officials and police 
officials are at the accident site and 
overseeing rescue and relief  opera-
tions, a state government spokesman 
said.

Officials said the explosion took 
place in the boiler which is filled with 
water in tubes which are heated. This 
in turn creates steam which moves 
the turbines and generates electricity.

Shimla, Nov. 1 (IANS):  
The ruling Congress in 
Himachal  Pradesh on 
Wednesday released its 
manifesto for the Novem-
ber 9 assembly election, 
promising interest-free 
loans to farmers, laptops 
for students, jobs for youth 
and special grade pay-scale 
for all employees.

Releasing the mani-
festo, Congress leader 
and Health Minister Kaul 
Singh said all marginal 
and small farmers in the 
state would be extended 
an interest-free loan of  Rs 
one lakh without following 
strict conditions.

For the fruits growers, 
90 per cent subsidy would 
be provided on anti-hail 
nets.

For the youth of  the hill 
state, there will be creation 
of  1.50 lakh government 
jobs in its five-year term.

He said if  the party re-
turned to power, all catego-
ries of  employees would 
be granted a special grade 
pay-scale.

Wages of  the labourers 
employed under the central 
government-funded Ma-
hatma Gandhi National 
Rural Employment Guar-
antee Act (MGNREGA), 
the party said, would be 
hiked to Rs 350 per day 
from the existing Rs 150.

“We will ask the central 
government to increase the 
MGNREGA wages from 
Rs 150 to Rs 350. If  it does 
not agree, we will provide 
the hiked wages from our 
own resources,” said Kaul 
Singh.

He was accompanied 
by Chief  Minister Virb-
hadra Singh and party 
in-charge and former un-
ion minister Sushilkumar 
Shinde at the manifesto 
launch ceremony here.

“Our manifesto is a 
golden link in the chain 
of  colossal progress in 
Himachal. Once again, 
we embark on this mo-
mentous journey #Mis-
sionHP2017,” the Chief  
Minister said in a tweet.

The Congress govern-

ment has been distribut-
ing 10,000 laptops every 
year among meritorious 
students of  Class X and 
XI under the Rajiv Gandhi 
Digital Students Yojana.

The manifesto promises 
to provide 35,000 laptops 
annually to check dropouts 
from government schools 
and 15,000 for college stu-
dents up to graduation.

The minister said the 
party was in the fray on the 
basis of  its five-year rule 
that ensured all-around de-
velopment, with the focus 
on opening educational 
and health institutions, 
especially schools and col-
leges in far-flung areas, 
and developing road infra-
structure.

The manifesto also 
promises to put in place 
a mechanism to monitor 
corruption cases with the 
setting up of  an anti-cor-
ruption grievances com-
missioner.

It said contractual em-
ployees would be regular-
ised in two years in place 

of  five years and pensioners 
would get a substantial hike 
in pension. It also promised 
to enhance social security 
pensions and people above 
75 would get Rs 1,500 old-
age pension.

To woo the voters at 
the grassroots level, the 
Congress said administra-
tive and financial powers 
would be decentralised 
in Panchayati Raj institu-
tions, the village-level third 
tier of  governance, up to 
panchayats.

For the women, the 
Congress promised to set 
up working women hospi-
tals in each of  12 districts 
and to raise the marriage 
grant for the daughters of  
widows to Rs 1 lakh.

For land acquired by 
the government, a com-
pensation that is four times 
the market value will be 
provided.

The votes cast in the 
Himachal polls will be 
counted on December 18 
along with those in Gu-
jarat.

New Delhi, Nov. 1 (PTI):  
Russia’s partnership with 
India is “second to none” 
and cannot be compared 
with its relationship with 
Pakistan, Russian Ambas-
sador Nikolay Kudashev 
said today.

The purpose of  last 
month’s military drill with 
Pakistan was counter-terror 
cooperation, he said.

“Our partnership with 
India is second to none while 
we have a normal inter-state 
relationship with Pakistan,” 
he told reporters during a 
media briefing on the re-
cently concluded tri-services 
exercise between Russia and 
India in Vladivostok.

To a question on Rus-
sia’s two-week military drill 
with Pakistan near the Rus-
sian town of  Minralney 
Vody, he said there was no 
comparison between ties 
with India and Pakistan.

Russia favours “space” 
for all stakeholders in the 
region, he said when asked 
about a possible quadrilat-
eral involving India, Japan, 
the US and Australia for 
deeper cooperation in the 
Indo-Pacific.

There should “open co-
operation” among all coun-
tries, he added.

Pressed further, Kuda-
shev underlined the need 
for a non- bloc regional ar-

chitecture.
The US has been press-

ing for strengthening Indo-
US cooperation in the Indo-
Pacific region.

Japan’s Foreign Min-
ister Taro Kono said last 
week that Tokyo favours a 
dialogue between Japan, the 
US, India and Australia to 
further boost strategic part-
nership.

Asked about China’s 
indication that it may once 
again block the US, France 
and UK’s bid to list Pakistan-
based Jaish-e-Mohammed 
chief  and Pathankot terror 
attack mastermind Masood 
Azhar as a global terrorist, 
he evaded a direct reply.

“We are members of  
the SCO (Shanghai Coop-
eration Organisation) where 
there is ample agenda to 
fight terrorism,” he said.

The envoy also spoke 
about the tri-services ex-
ercise between India and 
Russia from October 19 
to 29.

More than 900 soldiers, 
sailors and air warriors 
participated in the exercise 
along with over 1,000 per-
sonnel from the Russian 
defence forces.

A senior official said 
no decision has been taken 
on whether the tri-services 
exercise will be an annual 
feature.

New Delhi, Nov. 1 (PTI):  India 
is home to the largest number 
of  malnourished children in the 
world, a report said today, advo-
cating that the country needs to 
frame policies with a focus on 
reducing health and social inequi-
ties.

“Over the decade (2005-15), 
there has been an overall reduc-
tion in the infant mortality rate 
and under-five mortality rate in 
India, yet the country is housing 
about 50 per cent of  undernour-
ished children of the world,” said 
the joint study by Assocham and 
EY.

The report found that towards 
the end of  2015, 40 per cent of  

the Indian children were under-
nourished.

On the other hand, it pointed 
out that urban India is faced with 
the challenge of over nutrition.

India is ranked as the third 
most obese nation in the world 
after the US and China and also 
the diabetes capital of the world, 
with about 69.2 million people liv-
ing with it as per the 2015 data by 
World Health Organisation, said 
the report.

“About 37 per cent of  our 
under-five children are under-
weight, 39 per cent are stunted 
(low height-for-age), 21 per cent 
are wasted (low weight-for-height) 
and 8 per cent are severely acutely 

malnourished,” said the study.
While the percentage of stunt-

ed children under five reduced 
from 48 per cent in 2005-06 to 39 
per cent in 2015-16, the percent-
age of  children who are wasted 
increased slightly from 19.8 per 
cent to 21 per cent, according to 
the report.

Moreover, the prevalence of  
underweight children was higher 
(38 per cent) in rural areas com-
pared to urban cities (29 per cent).

“Only about 10 per cent chil-
dren under the age 6-23 months 
were reported to receive an ad-
equate diet. This inequality in 
access is accentuated by the stark 
state level disparity in nutritional 

status,” observed the study find-
ings.

In the age bracket of 1-5 years, 
the prevalence of  underweight 
children ranged from 42 per cent 
in Jharkhand, followed by Bihar, 
MP and UP with 37 per cent, 36 
per cent and 34.1 per cent respec-
tively, to 14.1 per cent in Manipur.

The report found that the prev-
alence of  stunting ranged from 
50.4 per cent in UP to 19.4 per 
cent in Kerala. Arunachal Pradesh 
had the highest levels of  wasting 
at 19 per cent and Sikkim had the 
lowest level with 5 per cent.

“The policies need to focus 
on reducing health and social 
inequities within populations, 

raising educational attainment 
and providing WASH facilities as 
well as secured jobs to ensure ac-
cess to services. Programmes and 
policies that aim to address this 
nutrition burden present a double-
win situation,” said the report in 
its recommendations.

India continues to consume 
non-nutritious, non-balanced 
food either in the form of  under 
nutrition, over nutrition or micro-
nutrient deficiencies, according to 
the report.

It said the availability of  nu-
tritious food in markets plays an 
equally significant role in motivat-
ing the community to make the 
right choices.

New Delhi, Nov. 1 (PTI):  
The Centre has accorded 
‘Z’ category armed secu-
rity cover to Dineshwar 
Sharma, the recently ap-
pointed special representa-
tive on Jammu and Kash-
mir.

Official sources said 
Sharma would be secured 
by commandos of  the Cen-
tral Reserve Police Force 
(CRPF) whenever he trav-
els to any part of  the coun-
try.

“Given his work profile, 
it was essential to provide 
the special representative a 
personal security cover. He 
will have about six to eight 
commandos with him at 
any given time,” a senior 
official said.

A pilot and escort vehi-
cle will secure his convoy, 
he said.

A security review of  
Sharma’s residence in Del-

hi and analysis of  his other 
requirements are on, and 
the VIP security team of  
the CRPF will soon take 
charge, the official said.

The CRPF has a special 
unit that provides armed 
VIP security to about 70 
dignitaries at present.

The central government 
had recently notified the 
appointment of  Sharma, 
former director of  the In-
telligence Bureau, as its 
interlocutor for sustained 
dialogue on Jammu and 
Kashmir.

Sharma, an old Kash-
mir hand in the country’s 
internal intelligence agen-
cy, enjoys the rank and sta-
tus of  a cabinet secretary.

Union Home minister 
Rajnath Singh had said 
that Sharma would decide 
whom to engage with for a 
resolution of  the Kashmir 
issue.

New Delhi, Nov. 1 (IANS):  
President Ram Nath Kovind 
on Wednesday deeply appreci-
ated Bhutan King Jigme Khesar 
Namgyel Wangchuck’s role in 
resolving the standoff  between 
Indian and Chinese troops in 
the Doklam region of the Hima-
layan kingdom.

Kovind said this when the 
King, accompanied by Queen 
Jetsun Pema Wangchuk and 
Prince Jigme Namgyal Wang-
chuk, called on him at Rash-
trapati Bhavan here. The royal 
couple from the Himalayan king-
dom arrived here on Tuesday on 
a four-day goodwill visit to India.

The visit assumes signifi-
cance as it comes in the wake of  
the standoff between Indian and 
Chinese troops in the Doklam 
region of  Bhutan. Indian and 
Chinese troops were locked in an 
over two-month-long standoff at 
the Doklam plateau in Bhutan. 

The crisis, which erupted 
in June over Chinese moves to 
build a road in an area claimed 
by Bhutan, ended in August, 
with both sides deciding to “dis-
engage” from the face-off point.

While India and Bhutan said 
that Beijing’s move violated the 
status quo in the India-Bhutan-
China international trijunction, 
China claimed that it was its 
territory.

“The President said that 

security concerns of  India and 
Bhutan are indivisible and mu-
tual,” a statement issued by 
Rashtrapati Bhavan said. 

“He conveyed deep appre-
ciation for the King of Bhutan’s 
personal involvement and guid-
ance and the support provided by 
Bhutan in addressing the recent 
situation in the Doklam area. He 
added that the manner in which 
both India and Bhutan stood 
together to address the situation 
in the Doklam area is a clear tes-
timony to our friendship.”

Kovind also complimented 
the King on the successful com-
pletion of the first decade of his 
reign and his vision for a stable, 
happy and prosperous Bhutan. 

“He stated that India is de-
lighted to see the rapid progress 
made in Bhutan while simultane-
ously preserving its very special 
culture as well as protecting the 
environment,” the statement 
said . “India has been happy to 
share its knowledge, experience 
and resources with Bhutan. Our 
development cooperation has 
been guided by the priorities set 
by the government and people of  
Bhutan,” Kovind stated.

Stating that India and Bhu-
tan shared exemplary bilateral 
relations, he said: “Our relations 
are unique and special. Our 
bilateral ties are based on utmost 
trust and understanding. We 

should do everything to make it 
a model of bilateral cooperation, 
which will be noted by others in 
the neighbourhood.”

There are a number of insti-
tutional mechanisms between 
India and Bhutan in areas such 
as security, border management, 
trade, transit, economic, hydro-
power, development cooperation 
and water resources.

India has set up three hydro-
electric projects (HEPs) in Bhu-
tan totalling 1,416 MW, which 
are operational and exporting 
surplus power to India. About 
three-fourths of the power gen-

erated is exported and the rest is 
used for domestic consumption.

India is Bhutan’s largest 
trading partner. In 2016, bi-
lateral trade stood at Rs 8,723 
crore with total imports being 
Rs 5,528.5 crore (82 per cent 
of  Bhutan’s total imports) and 
exports recorded at Rs 3,205.2 
crore including electricity (90 per 
cent of Bhutan’s total exports).

Earlier on Wednesday, Ex-
ternal Affairs Minister Sushma 
Swaraj called on the royal family 
here. Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi will also meet the visiting 
dignitaries later in the evening.

New Delhi, Nov. 1 (IANS): Even as 
medical practitioners sounded a caution 
against outdoor exercises as “there is no 
safe time to step outdoors”, weather ana-
lysts see a slight improvement in Delhi’s 
air quality for the next few days due to 
change in wind direction.

According to weather forecast on 
Wednesday, the northwesterly winds 
which brought toxins from neighbour-
ing Punjab and Haryana, due to stubble 
burning there, to Delhi have changed to 
southeasterly winds, thereby saving the 
national capital from extra emissions for 
the next two-three days.

“Smog may drop in next two-three 
days due to this change in the wind direc-
tion, but dangerous trend would continue 
as these winds are not strong enough to 
disperse the high volume of  pollutants 
already present in Delhi’s air,” Mahesh 
Palawat, Director, private weather fore-
casting agency Skymet, told IANS.

On Wednesday, however, aided by 
unabated stubble burning in neighbour-
ing states and a drop in mercury here, the 
air quality of  Delhi-NCR had a further 
dip, with the Air Quality Index (AQI) 
of  Delhi recorded at 355 on Wednesday 
against 351 on Tuesday. 

Earlier in the day, medical practition-
ers in the national capital came up with 
a health advisory that suggested against 
outdoor exercises, saying “there is no safe 
time to be outdoors”.

PTI

Bhutanese King Jigme Khesar Namgyel Wangchuck and Queen Jetsun Pema, 
with their son Prince Jigme Namgyel Wangchuck, call on the President Ram 
Nath Kovind at Rashtrapa  Bhavan in New Delhi on Wednesday. 

PTI

 Labourers who sustained burn injuries at NTPC’s Unchahar Power Plant being brought to Raebareli district hospital for treatment on Wednesday. 
At least ten people are feared dead and several others have been injured a er a boiler went off at the plant. 
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Australia to ban climbing Uluru 
from 2019
Canberra, Nov. 1 (IANS):  Climbing on Australia’s 
iconic Uluru landmark will be banned from October 
2019, authorities said on Wednesday. The giant red 
monolith in the Northern Territory is sacred to Aboriginal 
Australians. The board of the Uluru-Kata Tjuta National 
Park voted unanimously to end the climb because of  
indigenous sensitivities, the BBC reported. People have 
long asked visitors not to climb the outcrop, which was 
known for many years as Ayers Rock.  Signs at the start of  
the climb ask people to abstain from going up in respect 
to the traditional law of the Anangu Aboriginal people, 
the custodians of the land.

Ten gets life imprisonment in 
Bahrain over terrorism charges
Manama, Nov. 1 (IANS):  Bahrain’s High Criminal 
Court has sentenced 10 defendants to life in jail and 
revoked their Bahraini citizenship on terror charges. One 
of the defendant was additionally sentenced to one month 
in jail for illegally possessing a sword. “All ten terrorists 
were convicted on charges of organizing and managing 
a terrorist group contrary to the provisions of the law, 
possessing explosives and tools used in making firearms 
for terror purposes and training in the use of weapons 
and explosives for the purpose of committing terrorist 
crimes in Bahrain,” said Terror Crime Prosecution Chief  
Advocate General Ahmed Al Hammadi on Tuesday, 
Xinhua reported.

Brazil joins International Energy 
Agency
Brasilia, Nov.1 (IANS):  Brazil has joined the 
International Energy Agency (IEA) as an association 
nation, a move that will further drive the country to 
develop clean energy, a media report said. Brazilian 
Minister of Mines and Energy Fernando Coelho Filho 
and IEA Executive Director Fatih Birol signed a three-
year working program here on Tuesday that details 
cooperation between the two sides, Xinhua news agency 
reported. “We are taking another important step to place 
Brazil at the centre of global debate on key energy policy 
issues, including renewable energy, energy efficiency, 
rational use of fossil fuels, energy security and sustainable 
development,” Coelho said.

Seoul stresses on denuclearisation, 
peace in Korean peninsula
Seoul, Nov. 1 (IANS):  South Korean President Moon 
Jae-in on Wednesday emphasised his government’s 
principle of denuclearisation and peace on the Korean 
Peninsula. Moon made the remarks during his address 
in the Nation Assembly, saying his administration made 
efforts to eventually realise peace on the peninsula while 
stably managing current situations, Xinhua news agency 
reported. Moon said South Korea will neither develop 
nor possess nuclear weapons just as North Korea will 
never be accepted as a nuclear state.

Kuwaiti emir renames Sheikh 
Jaber as PM
Kuwait City, Nov. 1 (IANS):  Kuwaiti Emir Sheikh 
Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah on Wednesday 
renamed Sheikh Jaber Mubarak Al-Hamad Al-Sabah 
as the Prime Minister, the media reported. The emir 
tasked Jaber to nominate members of the new Cabinet, 
the Kuwait News Agency (KUNA) reported. Jaber 
submitted the resignation of his Cabinet earlier this week. 
The emir accepted the resignation, whereby the Cabinet 
will proceed amid urgent circumstances as a caretaker 
Cabinet until the formation of a new one.

Air strike kills 29 in north Yemen 
- rebel health office
Sanaa, Nov. 1 (PTI/AFP): An air strike killed 29 people 
and wounded 17 others in northern Yemen today, the 
Huthi rebel health service said. The Huthi-run Saba news 
agency accused the Saudi-led coalition fighting in support 
of the government of carrying out the raid in the Sahar 
district. It reported a toll of 21 killed and nine wounded, 
all of them civilians.

Eight die in New York terror attack 
near 9/11 site, man arrested 

Abe re-elected Japanese PM 
after election landslide  

Merkel tops Forbes 100 
most powerful women list

Hamas hands over Gaza border 
crossings to Palestinian Authority

Catalan independence: Spanish court summons dismissed leader

New York, Nov. 1 (IANS):  
In the second terror at-
tack within a month in the 
US, a man driving a truck 
ploughed through cyclists 
and pedestrians on a street 
near the site of  the 9/11 
attack killing eight persons. 
The attacker was shot and 
arrested by the police.

The suspect was identi-
fied as 29-year-old Uzbek 
Sayfullo Saipov. He then 
smashed the truck into a 
school bus on Tuesday, 
jumped out and ran up and 
down the highway waving 
a pellet gun and paintball 
gun and shouting Allahu 
Akbar” -- before an officer 
shot him in the abdomen. 

He remained in critical 
condition. New York May-
or Bill de Blasio declared 
the rampage a “terrorist at-
tack”. Eleven people were 
injured in the attack. The 
mile-long rampage left a 
trail of  smashed bicycles 
and blood in a mostly resi-
dential area with several 
educational institutions, 
about 400 metres from the 
World Trade Centre that 
was attacked on September 
11, 2001 by terrorists on a 
hijacked plane killing about 
2,750 people.

Police reported finding 
notes left by the man owing 
allegiance to the Islamic 
State (IS). Investigators 
said they had not uncov-
ered evidence of  any direct 
or enabling ties between 

the man and IS. They were 
treating the episode as a 
case of  an “inspired” at-
tacker.

Five men killed in the 
horror were from Argen-
tina and another man was 
from Belgium. The other 
two victims had not been 
identified.

Officials could not say 
if  Saipov was part of  a 
network or a “lone wolf ”.

Saipov came to the US 
from Uzbekistan in 2010 
and had a green card that 
allowed permanent legal 
residence. He had appar-
ently lived in Paterson, 

New Jersey, and Tampa, 
Florida, the New York 
Times reported. 

He rented the killer 
truck from a home depot in 
Passaic, New Jersey, before 
driving it into Manhattan, 
officials said. 

Saipov worked as a 
driver with Uber. He passed 
a background check and 
did not have any rider com-
plaints, according to Uber.

Tuesday’s terror strike 
occurred just hours be-
fore the annual Halloween 
parade was to take place 
nearby.

And in a display of  de-

fiance against terror, New 
Yorkers later marched in 
the scheduled Halloween 
parade with De Blasio and 
Governor Andrew Cuo-
mo leading the procession 
of  costumed princesses, 
ghosts, zombies, superhe-
roes and other characters 
from myth and entertain-
ment.

This was the first major 
foreign-inspired terrorist 
attack in the US after Presi-
dent Donald Trump took 
over with a vow to stamp 
out terrorism.

Trump tweeted: “We 
must not allow IS to re-

turn, or enter, our country 
after defeating them in the 
Middle East and elsewhere. 
Enough!” He ordered ex-
treme vetting of  foreign 
nationals following the 
attack.

Indian Prime Minis-
ter Narendra Modi con-
demned the incident. He 
tweeted: “Strongly con-
demn the terror attack 
in New York City. My 
thoughts are with the fami-
lies of  the deceased and 
prayers with those injured.”

A South Asian student 
made a video of  the last 
moments of  Saipov’s ram-
page and his capture was 
broadcast by several TV 
stations. 

The attack happened 
around the time the nearby 
schools were ending the 
day. Of those injured, two 
were students and another 
was a school employee 
who were on the bus hit by 
the van.

October began with the 
killing of  58 people at a 
concert in Las Vegas by 
a lone gunman in a hotel 
room. Authorities were 
unable to find a motive for 
that attack by Stephen Pad-
dock who killed himself.

Uzbekistan President 
Shavkat Mirziyoyev said 
in an open letter published 
on Wednesday that his 
country will use all “means 
necessary” to help the in-
vestigation into the attack.

Tokyo, Nov .1 (IANS):  Japanese Prime 
Minister Shinzo Abe was re-appointed the 
nation’s leader on Wednesday after his ruling 
bloc’s big election win last month and re-
tained all of his ministers in his new Cabinet.

Abe, 63, was re-elected in a special par-
liamentary session. He received 312 votes 
in favour out of 465 in the House of Rep-
resentatives, where his Liberal Democratic 
Party (LDP) enjoys an absolute majority.

Abe’s Cabinet saw all ministers retain 
their portfolios following the ruling LDP’s 
sweeping victory in the October 22 lower 
house election, Xinhua news agency re-
ported.

The Prime Minister, in a bid to ensure 
his party’s political continuity going forward, 
notably kept his key allies in their posts.

These include Taro Aso who will contin-
ue to double as Deputy Prime Minister and 
Finance Minister and Taro Kono whose role 
as Foreign Minister will remain unchanged.

Itsunori Onodera will continue as De-
fence Minister and the government’s top 
spokesperson. Chief  Cabinet Secretary 
Yoshihide Suga has also seen his role un-
changed.

With the exception of Keiichi Ishii, who 
was re-appointed as Environment Minister 

and is a member of  the LDP’s coalition 
Komeito party ally, Abe’s Cabinet all belong 
to the ruling LDP. Abe last reshuffled his 
Cabinet lineup on August 3. 

Before the special session, which will run 
through December 9, Abe’s cabinet resigned 
en masse, with his fourth Cabinet since the 
Premier retook the helm in 2012, to be sworn 
in at an attestation ceremony later in the day 
at the Imperial Palace.

As Abe’s ruling coalition holds a major-
ity in the upper house, the vote for Abe as 
Prime Minister in the upper chamber, which 
he also secured, was merely a formality, 
the report said. The lower house earlier on 
Wednesday also re-elected house Speaker 
Tadamori Oshima and selected Hirotaka 
Akamatsu, a member of the now main op-
position Constitutional Democratic Party of  
Japan, as vice speaker.

Abe, who has now become Japan’s 98th 
Prime Minister, will hold talks with Komeito 
party leader Natsuo Yamaguchi later in the 
day. Abe will likely, in the weeks and months 
ahead, push for parliamentary debate over 
the first-ever amendment to Japan’s pacifist 
Constitution, with the Japanese leader want-
ing the supreme charter to explicitly make 
reference to Japan’s Self-Defence Forces. 

London, Nov. 1 (IANS):  German Chancel-
lor Angela Merkel has topped the Forbes list 
of  the 100 most powerful women beating 
British PM Theresa May, philanthropist 
Melinda Gates and Facebook COO Sheryl 
Sandberg. Merkel, whose stature may have 
taken a hit after the recent German elections 
in which she won a fourth term with dimin-
ished authority, topped the list for the seventh 
consecutive year and for the 12th time in 
total, the Guardian reported. 

May was in second place despite a dif-
ficult year in which her party’s parliamentary 
majority was much reduced after her deci-
sion to hold a general election in June. 

May’s leadership during Brexit -- a proc-
ess that will have far-reaching consequences 
for the UK and the rest of Europe -- ensured 
that despite her political fragility, she re-
mained one of the world’s leading players.

May was followed by Gates, co-chair of  
the Bill & Melinda Gates Foundation. Sheryl 
Sandberg, the chief operating officer of Fa-
cebook, and Mary Barra, the chief executive 
of General Motors were next.

New entries in the list included US 
President Donald Trump’s daughter Ivanka 
Trump (19), US Ambassador to the UN 

Nikki Haley (43), Indian actress and United 
Nations Children’s Fund goodwill ambas-
sador Priyanka Chopra (97).

The names on the list were drawn from 
seven “power bases” -- billionaires, business, 
finance, media, politics, philanthropists/
NGOs and technology.  Together, the wom-
en directly influenced more than three billion 
people, according to Moira Forbes, executive 
vice-president of Forbes Media.

“Whether leading multibillion-dollar 
companies, governing countries, transform-
ing an industry or setting the agenda on 
critical issues of our time, collectively these 
women are making a lasting impact on our 
global footprint,” she said. 

Almost half the women on the list were 
American. The UK had eight representatives 
while the rest of Europe had 13.

Queen Elizabeth (26), First Minister of  
Scotland Nicola Sturgeon (42) and author 
J.K. Rowling (88) were also there in the list. 

Former US first lady Michelle Obama 
dropped off the list since she left the White 
House last year. Hillary Clinton, who ap-
peared every year since the list’s inception in 
2004, fell 63 places, from second in 2016 to 
65th in 2017.

Gaza, Nov. 1 (IANS):  The Islamist group 
Hamas on Wednesday began handing 
control of border crossings in Gaza to the 
Palestinian Authority (PA) as part of a rec-
onciliation deal.

A ceremony at the Rafah crossing with 
Egypt saw a formal transfer from a Hamas 
official to his Palestinian Authority counter-
part, the BBC reported.

At the Erez and Kerem Shalom cross-
ings with Israel, Hamas offices and security 
equipment were being dismantled.

The Palestinian Authority is due to take 
full control of security in Gaza in Decem-
ber, the report said. The reconciliation deal, 
brokered by Egypt in October, aims to end 
a decade-long split between Hamas and its 
secular rival Fatah which dominates the 
Palestinian Authority.

Palestinians in Gaza and the West Bank 
have been ruled separately since deadly 
clashes between Hamas and Fatah broke out 
in 2007. Hamas won parliamentary elections 
in the occupied territories the previous year 
and reinforced its power in Gaza after oust-
ing Fatah from the enclave.

In what was seen as the first key test of  
the reconciliation agreement, the director of  
the Palestinian Borders and Crossings Au-

thority, Nazmi Muhanna, took full control 
of the Rafah crossing on Wednesday.

In a short speech, PA Public Works Min-
ister Mufeed al-Hasayneh declared that “the 
word ‘split’ will not exist in the Palestinian 
dictionary anymore”.

“There is no yellow and green. All our 
Palestinian people are under the Palestinian 
flag,” he said, referring to the main colours 
of the Fatah and Hamas flags.

Civil Affairs Minister Hussein Sheikh 
said the Rafah crossing would resume full 
operations on November 15.

Rafah had largely been closed since 
2007, when Israel and Egypt tightened their 
blockades of Gaza in response to the Hamas 
takeover and in an attempt to prevent attacks 
by militants. All the Palestinian factions are 
due to meet in Cairo on November 21 to 
continue discussing implementation of the 
reconciliation deal, including the formation 
of a unity government that is not expected to 
include Hamas members.

Israel and the US have expressed reserva-
tions about the reconciliation deal.

The US said any Palestinian unity gov-
ernment would need to recognise the State 
of Israel, disarm “terrorists” and commit to 
peaceful negotiations. 

Madrid, Nov. 1 (IANS):  Spain’s 
High Court has summoned sacked 
Catalan leader Carles Puigdemont 
and 13 other members of his dis-
missed government to appear later 
this week.

It also gave them three days 
to pay a deposit of  $7.2 million 
to cover potential liabilities, BBC 
reported on Tuesday.

The summons comes after 
Spain’s chief prosecutor on Mon-
day said he would press charges 
including rebellion. Puigdemont 
is in Belgium with several former 
ministers. He earlier said he was 
not there to seek asylum.

Carles Puigdemont triggered 
a crisis in Spain by holding an 
independence referendum in early 
October in the semi-autonomous 
region despite Madrid’s opposi-
tion and the Constitutional Court 
declaring the vote illegal.

Spain’s central government 
has now taken direct control of  
Catalonia.

Puigdemont turned up in Brus-
sels on Monday as Spanish Attor-
ney-General Josï¿½ Manuel Maza 
called for Catalan leaders to face 
charges of rebellion, sedition and 
misuse of public funds.

The Audiencia National has 

now summoned the sacked Cata-
lan officials -- who are yet to be 
formally charged -- to testify on 
Thursday and Friday. If  they do 
not appear, prosecutors could order 
their arrest.

Meanwhile, the speaker of  
Catalan’s dissolved parliament 
Carme Forcadell and other former 
lawmakers have been summoned 
to the Supreme Court because they 
still have parliamentary immunity.

Puigdemont earlier said he 
would return to Spain if  guaran-
teed a fair hearing.

Several of  Puigdemont’s 
former colleagues who remain 

inside the country may decide to 
accept the summons and appear 
in court. Prosecutors’ arguments 
against the group were “serious, 
rational and logical”, Judge Car-
men Lamela said in a ruling.

The charge of rebellion carries 
a maximum 30-year jail term.

Speaking at a press conference 
earlier on Tuesday, Puigdemont 
said he was not trying to escape 
justice by travelling to Belgium but 
wanted to be able to speak freely.

His comments came as Spain’s 
constitutional court suspended 
the declaration of  independence 
made by the Catalan parliament 

on Friday.
Puigdemont also said he would 

accept the result of snap elections 
in Catalonia on 21 December, 
which were called by Spain’s cen-
tral government after it invoked 
Article 155 of  the constitution, 
temporarily suspending the re-
gion’s autonomy.

“I want a clear commitment 
from the state. Will the state respect 
the results that could give separatist 
forces a majority?” Puigdemont 
asked reporters.

The Spanish government has 
previously said he is welcome to 
take part in the fresh polls.
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Authori es stand near a damaged Home Depot truck a er a motorist drove onto a bike path near the World 
Trade Center memorial, striking and killing several people Tuesday, Oct. 31, 2017, in New York. 

AP/PTI

Japan’s Prime Minister Shinzo Abe, front center, poses with his new Cabinet for an official group photo at 
the prime minister’s official residence in Tokyo, Wednesday, Nov. 1, 2017. 
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Sonam Kapoor suffering from bronchitis
Actress Sonam Kapoor says due to the environmental conditions, she has been wheez-
ing and has developed bronchitis. “Have never had breathing issues in my life. But have 
been wheezing and developed bronchitis. It’s so scary,”Sonam tweeted. The “Neerja” 
star had retweeted actress Richa Chadha’s post wherein the latter had mentioned 
that she was having breathing issues. Richa wrote: “Anyone else seeing the haze over 
Mumbai? Past few days I have been having trouble breathing, feels like we’re eating/
inhaling talcum powder.”  On the acting front, Sonam is currently busy shooting for 
“Veere Di Wedding” and Richa is gearing up for the release of the second instalment of  
the “Fukrey” franchise.  (IANS)

DALT gears up for ‘A celebration of Ao harmony’

George Michael’s family 
says ‘no’ to tribute concert

TICKET RATES
Silver Rs. 80
Gold Rs. 150

HILL STAR 
Movie Schedule
Hill Star is thrilled to announce its valued HillStarCinema 
fans that the hall is now live at BookMyShowIN You can 

now BUY tickets online! 

11 am: Secret Super Star 
(Hindi) 

2 pm, 5 pm, 8 pm: 
Golmal Again (hindi)

T
he Dimapur Ao Lanur 
Telongjem (DALT) is all 
geared up to organise a 
musical extravaganza at 
DDSC Stadium on Nov. 

4 at 6 p.m featuring various artists 
from all age groups including veteran 
musicians from Nagaland.The concert 
is being held in aid of Senden Riju 
building construction at Purana 
Bazaar which will be an all purpose 
commercial building not just for the 
Ao community but also for all tribes 
and organisations. 

The various artists performing are 
as follows:

Waluniba 

Waluniba Lemtur a gifted guitarist 
who started playing the guitar at a 
very young age and also a student of  
Joey Woch and has completed his 8th 
grade in classical guitar. He also won 
the most promising guitarist under 
18 category at the Kolkata Interna-
tional Guitar Festival 2014. He also 
took masterclasses from the world 
renowned classical guitarist Marcin 
Dylla ans Paul Cesarczyk. He is also a 
part of the Nagaland Guitar Ensem-
ble and will be performing a concert at 
Kolkata International Guitar Festival 
from Dec 15th-17th. 

Moajungla 

A young sensation who took the in-
ternet by storm when she did a cover 
of Dolly Parton’s “Coat of many 
colors”, Moajungla a shy person 
by nature yet the only time she can 
express and be by herself is when she 
sings. Never had a professional train-
ing but has the ability to touch the 
hearts of the listeners with her voice. 
As a kid, she remembers entertaining 
passengers in the bus with the song ‘I 
want it that way’ by Back Street Boys, 
when she was just three (3 Years old). 
Her first singing platform was in Sun-
day school and later on in different 
churches and colleges. She recalls her 
first guitar when her father made one 
as they couldn’t afford a guitar at that 
time.     “Singing is my passion and 
will always be” says Moajungla. Her 
focus right now is more on studies. 
Five years from now she plans to tour 
across the country.  

Wapong ozukum

Known for his incredible vocal range, 
a wholesome talented singer song-
writer, Wapong is the front man of the 
band INCIPIT. He has performed all 
over the country and is a recipient of  
Best Vocalist at Hornbill International 
Rock contest 2010, Rock Rules Guwa-
hati 2011, Rocko Phoenix 2011 and 
realesed an Ao album in April 2016. 
Presently is a Voice teacher at Note 
Grid School of Music and Hills Praise 
Academy.

Mangyang Kichu

Mangyang Kichu a singer, song writer 
and a talented musician from Naga-
land, he is also a grade 8 topper in Vo-
cals from Trinity college London. He 
sang for the President of India on two 
occasions, the former prime minister 
of India Dr. Manmohan Singh, the 
CAGof India and on the felicitation 
program for Mary Kom at the Taj, 
Delhi. He performed along with Neil 
Zaza 2016 in Dimapur and was also 
the opening act for Eric Martin (Mr. 
Big) at Kohima and Dimapur 2016. 
He has performed along with many 
different artists and bands from Delhi 
and Nagaland. He is the proprietor of  
a music store called Big Fuzz located 
at 3rd mile Dimapur and currently the 
vocalist of band claaed 3’s Company.  

Sashi and Asen

The power ballad couple Sashi and 
Asen has performed all over the coun-
try and in the region. Sashi is a studio 
recordist and musician and Asen a 
teacher.

Wonder Wave

Wonder Wave is a boy band from 
Dimapur formed in the year 2001 con-
sisting of four members, Imna Yaden, 
Asangba Jamir, Teeya Imsong, Tiaren 
Lusang. The band members met while 
persuing their studies at Guwahati, 
Assam. They released their first album 
“friendship” in the year 2003 recorded 
at Guwahati. Also winning contest 
like ‘Summer Jam under pop cat-
egory. After taking a break the band 
came up with the single hit.  ‘Osang 

Tajung” (Ao) featuring Alobo Naga 
last year, currently the band is working 
on a new single which will be released 
this December. The band believes in 
connecting people and spreading love 
and Peace through music.  

Tiameren Aier

Singer and a songwriter and a talented 
musician, he started singing at a 
very young age. His first album is 
titled ITAYA NUNGO (MOONLIT 
NIGHT SOUVENIR). Some of his 
hit songs from the album are “Aluy-
imer”, “Mokokchung”, “Molumi nu 
meyong”. He is working on his next 
album and will be singing some newly 
composed songs as well as some hit 
songs from his previous album.

Tsuza Imchen

Tsuzarisang Imchen or known to 
many simply as Tsuza is a man who 
has been a part of the music seen in 
Nagaland since the early 1970’s. He 
was the vocalist for the band ‘Flan-
ders’, ‘Sticky Fingers’ and ‘Stray Cat 
Blues’. He cites Rolling Stones, John 
Frogerty, Eagles and Elvis Presley as 
his influencers.

Being in the late fifties and grand-
dad to four energetic grandchildren, 
he has but just one advice. Never let 
age stop you from doing what you 
want to do in life. In his case, he is 
never going to stop singing. He says 
that even after one’s death, one’s go-

ing to sing with the angels in heaven. 
Thus, his music is constant.

Dreamz Unlimited

Dreamz Unlimited is a theatre and 
Film Production House based in 
Dimapur, Nagaland. They have a 
Youtube channel with the same name 
where they constantly upload short 
videos mostly on the trending topics 
in the state with a touch of satire and 
humor. They also do ads for govern-
ment and private entrepreneurs’ and 
since their forte is comedy most of  
their videos reflect on that genre. At 
present they have more than 32000 
subscribers which is relevantly high in 
such a short span of time. They also 
perform plays for various churches, 
civil societies, NGO’s and government 
departments. Recently their feature 
film NANA – a tale of us, was widely 
appreciated by all sections of people 
and one of their video on the theme 
‘Swachh Sanklap Se Swachh Siddhi’ 
(My Contribution towards Making 
India Clean) got 3rd position at Na-
tional Level Short Film competition. 
The members of DU consist of dif-
ferent tribes and they are committed 
in working together in unity to bring 
positive change in our society through 
this medium of Art.   

Anungba Sanglir
Known for his gentle voice, the 
charming persona reminisce his moth-
er who had a strong influence in his 
life when it comes to singing which 
led him to mark the milestone in his 
music career. His first performance 
as he timidly recalls started at the All 
India radio Kohima, singing rhymes 
representing his school which indeed 
was a very huge experience. At the 
age of 12, he picked up the harmonica 
and guitar which he could master 

well with the help and inspiration of  
his brother being a musician himself. 
A person fond of writing poetry and 
short stories, he never thought would 
hit the recording studio and have the 
highest selling album among Ao Naga 
artists. He has released three albums 
so far, Aluyimer, Jina Etiben Ken and 
Nokinketer. He is revered for many of  
his contributions in music particularly 
towards in the Ao dialect. Presently 
he is the Dy. Director, Food and Civil 
Supplies, govt of Nagaland.  

Marjo A Kichu

Marjo is 21 years of age currently 
doing her Masters in Chemistry from 
St. Joseph University. Ever since her 
childhood she was deeply influenced 
by music. Her passion in singing 
started mostly at schools and differ-
ent churches. She is a positive and 
very energetic person most of the 
time but needs some quite time alone 
just listening to music over and over 
again. Over the years songwriting has 
become a part of her life. “I have a 
very active mind and I get inspirations 
from the smallest of things so I note 
them down or record them, it’s a proc-
ess I enjoy” quotes Marjo. 

Toshimeren

He is a Grade 6 in voice, under rock 
School of Music and winner of Mag-
num Opus (original song compettion). 
He is presently also a teacher at Hope 
Academy.

F
ireflood a prophetic band 
based in Bangalore released 
their debut album on Oct.28, 
2017 at North Eastern Hills 
University (NEHU campus, 

Shillong.
 “There was a huge turnout in spite 

of the Barcardi weekender that also hap-
pened at the same night” maintained a 
statement from the band.

“God provided, God blessed God 

guided.  We are not after fame; we just 
want to spread the word through our mu-
sic”, states band member Kekhriesenuo 
Ringa a professional western classical 
and opera singer from Nagaland who is 
also currently working as a vocal teacher 
at the Music Academy Kohima.

The CDs are out for sale priced at 
Rs. 200 only. Digital songs are available 
online via indihut.

EMN

L
ate pop icon 
George Michael’s 
family has 
blocked TV 
presenter Esther 

Rantzen from hosting a trib-
ute concert for the singer.

At the Pride of Britain 
Awards on Monday, Rantzen 
said she had wanted to host a 
fun- d-

raising gig to celebrate 
Michael’s music, but his fam-
ily had “said no” to the idea, 
reports mirror.co.uk

The event would have 
raised a lot of money for 
Rantzen’s charity Childline, 
which Michael actively sup-
ported during his career.

“There will no longer 
be a tribute concert because 
his family said no. It was a 
real shame as I’d have loved 
to celebrate his music and 
give the fans a chance to say 

goodbye -- and it would 
have been to benefit his 
favourite charity, too,” 
Rantzen said.

“Once the family say 
no, there’s nothing we can 
do,” she added.

She had been discussing 
the prospect of a tribute con-
cert, held at the Royal Albert 

Hall, ever since the 
singer’s death 

last year.
IANS

M
exican actor Roberto 
Cavazos and actor-direc-
tor Tony Montana are the 
latest celebrities to accuse 
actor Kevin Spacey of  

sexual misconduct.
Montana said Spacey groped him in 

2003. The filmmaker says he was editing 
a documentary at Los Angeles hotspot 
Coronet when the “House of Cards” star 
walked in with a group of friends.

“I went up to order a drink and Kevin 
came up to me and put his arm around 
me. He was telling me to come with him, 
to leave the bar. (He) put his hand on my 
crotch forcefully and grabbed my whole 
package,” Montana told radaronline.com.

Montana recalled that a seemingly 
intoxicated Spacey then said to him, “This 
designates ownership.” 

“I put my hand down and turned his 

thumb back to get his hand off it,” Mon-
tana added.

Cavazos has taken the social media 
route to recount his tryst with Spacey.

In a letter written in Spanish on Face-
book, he said: “I myself had a couple of  
unpleasant encounters with Spacey that 
were on the edge of being called harass-
ment. Moreover, had I been a woman, I 
probably would not have hesitated to iden-
tify him as such, but I suppose that the lack 
of a more specifically direct or aggressive 
action led me to justify the incident as ‘one 
of those things’.”

The revelations have come following 
actor Anthony Rapp’s claims that Spacey 
traumatised him by sexually harassing him 
when he was 14 years old. After this ac-
cusation, Spacey came out as a gay earlier 
this week.

IANS
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Kidambi Srikanth

Paris Saint-Germain’s players celebrate a er winning the UEFA Champions League Group B football match between Paris Saint-Germain (PSG) 
and Anderlecht (RSCA) on Tuesday.
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Every Sudoku has a unique solution that can be 
reached logically. Enter numbers into the blank 
spaces so that each row, column and 3x3 box 
contains the numbers 1 to 9.

SOLUTIONS TO CROSSWORD 1637

ACROSS

1. Time units, abbr.
4. The brain and spinal cord
7. Throw with great effort
12. Yes vote
13. A way to till
14. Thomas __, Secretary of State
15. Unskilled persons
17. Devastations
18. Ultrahigh frequency
19. Businesswoman
21. Garland
22. City in Colombia
24. Woman (French)
25. A (large) military dining room
26. South American wood sorrel
27. Cut the baby teeth
29. Clothed
31. A salt or ester of hydriodic acid
35. Copyread
37. Surface layer of ground containing a 

matt of grass
38. Cast off hair, skin, horn, or feathers
41. Villain
42. Tramp
43. Cardinal
44. Memory whose contents cannot be 

changed
45. The world of the dead
46. San Antonio fort
48. Algonkian
52. Goddesses
53. Root mean square, abbr.
54. Shoot a marble
55. Samoyedic
56. Express pleasure
57. The longest division of geological time 

DOWN
1. Expresses surprise
2. A shag rug made in Sweden

3. Worldly rather than spiritual
4. Cook
5. Neither
6. East Indian annual erect herb
7. A plant lacking a permanent woody 

stem
8. Cologne
9. Mentally quick and resourceful
10. Blades
11. Razor clams
16. Chinese life force 
20. Tied once more

22. Roll steel ingots
23. Alias
24. Spanish doctor
25. __ student, learns healing
27. CNN’s founder
28. Mortar trough
30. A plot of ground in which plants 

are growing
32. A way to get
33. When born, abbr.
34. Yeddo 
36. __ Karsavina, Nijinski’s partner

38. Showing deterioration from age
39. Her face launched a thousand ships
40. Related on the mother’s side
42. Informed about the latest trends
44. Diana __, singer
45. Chop up
47. Witty remark
49. Returned material authorization, 

abbr.
50. Vietnamese currency unit
51. Possess

SOLUTIONS TO SUD0KU 1477

Srikanth recommended for Padma 
Shri by ex Sports Minister Goel

Wide Gap: Manipur bowl 94 
wides, Nagaland 42 at BCCI meet

Pilgrim Higher Secondary 
School sports meet held

Five men soccer tourney kick start at Wokha

PSG, Bayern reach last 16 as Man Utd edge closer

The chief guest delivering a speech during the opening ceremony of five men open soccer tournament 
in Wokha.

EM Images

Vishal Chauhan seen during the opening day of the 29th annual 
sports meet of Pilgrim Higher Secondary School.

Paris, Nov. 1 (PTI/AFP): 
Layvin Kurzawa scored 
an unlikely hat-trick as 
Paris Saint-Germain pow-
ered into the last 16 of the 
Champions League on 
Tuesday with a 5-0 rout of  
Anderlecht, while Bayern 
Munich joined them in the 
knockout stage.

Marco Verratti curled 
in a terrific opening goal 
-- his first in Europe since 
September 2014 -- on the 
half-hour at the Parc des 
Princes, with Brazilian su-
perstar Neymar firing in a 
second before the break.

The world’s most ex-
pensive player was involved 
in PSG’s third goal as well, 
as his free-kick was tipped 
onto the post with France 
international Kurzawa forc-
ing in the rebound.

The left-back then head-
ed in another from a Dani 

Alves cross and completed 
an improbable treble with 
an angled drive as PSG 
increased their goals haul 
to 17 -- with none conceded 
-- in four Group B matches.

“The hat-trick is thanks 
to my teammates. I am 
delighted and the goals will 
give me confidence,” Kurza-
wa told beIN Sports.

The French g iants 
top their section with a 
maximum 12 points, with 
Bundesliga leaders Bayern 
progressing alongside them 
following a 2-1 victory away 
to Celtic.

K i n g s l e y  C o m a n 
pounced on hesitant Celtic 
defending to latch onto a 
long clearance upfield from 
goalkeeper Sven Ulreich 
and round Craig Gordon to 
slot into an empty net on 22 
minutes.

Callum McGregor slot-

ted in a second-half  equalis-
er, but Javi Martinez’s brave 
towering header -- which 
left the Spaniard bloodied 
-- clinched qualification for 
the Germans in Glasgow.

“I knew that today 
would be a very difficult, 
intensive game. We’ve had 
a busy schedule recently,” 
said Bayern coach Jupp 
Heynckes.

“It’s important that we 
have qualified, but it’s going 
to be difficult to finish top 
of the group because of our 
head- to-head record.” 

Jose Mourinho’s Man-
chester United were made 
to wait to seal their passage 
into the next round despite a 
2-0 win over Benfica.

Benfica’s Mile Svilar, 
who became the youngest 
goalkeeper in Champions 
League history a fortnight 
ago, suffered more misfor-

tune at Old Trafford as his 
own goal handed United a 
45th-minute lead.

The 18-year-old, at fault 
for the 1-0 defeat in Lisbon, 
atoned for that error by 
saving an Anthony Martial 
penalty, but Svilar was help-
less when Nemanja Matic’s 
low drive cannoned off  the 
post before hitting him on 
the arm and squirming over 
the line.

Daley Blind wrapped 
up victory from the penalty 
spot on 78 minutes after a 
foul on Marcus Rashford.

“We must get that point 
from the two remaining 
matches,” United manager 
Mourinho told BT Sport. “I 
am more than happy.” 
Chelsea thumped, Atletico 
toil
CSKA Moscow reignited 
their campaign with a 2-1 
victory at Basel in the oth-

New Delhi, Nov. 1 (PTI): 
Indian badminton’s new 
superstar Kidambi Sri-
kanth, whose stature has 
grown immensely, follow-
ing a phenomenal 2017, 
was today nominated for 
the prestigious Padma Shri 
award by former Sports 
Minister Vijay Goel.

Srikanth became the 
first Indian and only the 
fourth shuttler in the world 
to win four Super Series 
tournaments in a calender 
season when he clinched 
the French Open last week.

Goel, who is now Par-
liamentary Affairs Minis-
ter, today wrote a letter to 
Home Minister Rajnath 
Singh, recommending Sri-
kanth for the country’s 
fourth highest civilian 
award.

However, the deadline 
for Padma nominations 
had closed on the midnight 
of  September 15.

“In this scenario, it is 
imperative to motivate the 
young sportsman by ac-
knowledging his contribu-
tion to this sport in India,” 
Goel, who was succeeded 
by Rajyavardhan Singh Ra-
thore in a Cabinet reshuffle, 
wrote in his letter.

“He is an idol for the 
youth of  the country and 
millions of  people have as-
pirations to see his achieve-
ments being recognised.

Many people have ap-
proached me in the capac-
ity of  ex-Sports Minister 
to recommend his name 
for this year’s Padma Shri 
award. Accordingly, in the 
spirit of  reflecting the aspi-
ration of  people of  India, I 

er Group B fixture. Luca 
Zuffi’s brilliant lob put Basel 
in front, but CSKA levelled 
through Alan Dzagoev in 
the second half  before Pon-
tus Wernbloom steered in 
the winner to leave the Rus-
sians level on six points with 
their Swiss hosts.

Lionel Messi and Bar-
celona were frustrated in 
a goalless stalemate with 
Olympiakos in Greece, 
while Juventus salvaged a 
1-1 draw at Sporting Lis-
bon after Gonzalo Higuain 
levelled late on following 
Bruno Cesar’s opener.

Barcelona remain top 
of Group D with 10 points, 
three ahead of  last year’s 
runners-up Juve, with 
Sporting on four.

Chelsea squandered a 
chance to secure a berth 
in the knockout stages as 
Stephan El Shaarawy in-
spired Roma to a 3-0 success 
over the Premier League 

El Shaarawy drilled 
Roma ahead after just 40 
seconds at the Stadio Olim-
pico as he ran onto an Edin 
Dzeko knockdown to slam 
home from the edge of the 
area.

The Italy striker netted 
a second on 36 minutes 
with Diego Perotti rifling 
in a third from 25 yards as 
Roma replaced Chelsea at 
the top of  Group C with 
two matches remaining.

Roma are on eight 
points, one above Chelsea, 
but Atletico Madrid -- final-
ists twice in the past four 
seasons -- are heading for 
elimination following a 1-1 
draw at home to Qarabag.

Journeyman Spaniard 
Michel headed the Azer-
baijani champions in front 
from a corner, and while 
Ghana midfielder Thomas 
Partey hammered in an 
equaliser, Diego Simeone’s 
side must now beat both 
Chelsea and Roma and 
hope other results work in 
their favour.

recommend name of  Shri 
Srikanth Kidambi for the 
Padma Shri award,” the 
letter read.

Srikanth had downed 
Japan’s Kenta Nishimoto 
21-14 21-13 in the summit 
clash of  the French Open 
Super Series in Paris.

Before Srikanth only 
Chinese legend Lin Dan, 
his compatriot Chen Long 
and Malaysian star Lee 
Chong Wei have managed 
to win four Super Series 
titles in a single season in 
the men’s singles.

T h i s  s e a s o n ,  t h e 
2 4 - ye a r - o l d  S r i k a n t h 
reached five finals, ending 
runner-up at Singapore 

Open, where he lost to 
compatriot B Sai Praneeth.

Srikanth is not the only 
sportsperson who has been 
recommended for Padma 
awards. Women shuttler 
PV Sindhu and former 
cricket skipper Mahendra 
Singh Dhoni have been rec-
ommended for the Padma 
Bhushan.

Former tennis national 
champion Nitten Kirtane 
has also sent his applica-
tion.

The awards --  Pad-
ma Vibhushan, Padma 
Bhushan and Padma Shri 
-- are announced on the 
eve of  the Republic Day 
every year.

Our Correspondent
Wokha, Nov. 1 (EMN): 
The second edition five man 
open soccer tournament 
organised by the Air Field 
youth sports committee 
kick started at Air Field Col-
ony, Wokha on Wednesday 
under the motto “towards 
unity” .

Gracing the occasion as 
the chief  guest, Y. Vungt-
hungo Kikon, principal 
Government Higher Sec-
ondary School, Wokha in 
his speech informed that 
physical fitness through 
sports occupies an impor-
tant aspect for life. He noted 
that as an educational de-
partment, sports is highly 

regarded as a co-curricular 
activities that strengthen the 
student mentally, spiritually 
and physically. Sport is a 
scholastic activity that helps 
young people come together 
and learn new things and 
helps oneself  to express and 
understand one another he 
added. Informing the young 
players, he also advised 
them not to be mislead with 
the celebrities fashion and 
styles but to look up with 
their profession and strive to 
achieve like them, remind-
ing that sports profession 
not only earns fame and 
money but people use to 
carry their names and cher-
ish their name even they 

retires.
Meanwhile, he wish-

ing the organisers to strive 
ahead with the motto and 
encourage them to continue 
work for the upcoming gen-
eration, where he also as-
sured them and support to 
collectively work together, 
to look forward for unity 
among the brothers for a 
better future and also ad-
vice the players to have a 
patience and dedication 
reminding them that a good 
sports man has to carry the 
identity and have a true 
sportsman spirit.

11 teams are vying for 
the trophy which will cul-
minate on Nov. 7.

Dimapur, Nov. 1 (EMN): 
Pilgrim Higher Secondary 
School, Dimapur held its 
annual sports meet on Oct. 
26 and 27 last with Vishal 
Chauhan (IPS) ACP, West 
Police Station, as the chief  
guest on the first day.

The ceremony con-
sisted of  march past with 
contingents comprising of  
students of  four different 
houses namely the Purple 
Falcons, the Green Hornets, 
the Yellow Dolphins and the 
Pink Panther as well as the 
NCC cadets.

Among others, there was 
also a Bhangra dance and 

Choral presentation.
The sports events kick 

started with the 100 m sprint 
by the senior boys, followed 
by numerous other sports in-
clusive of 200, 400 and 800 
m races, Long Jump, Shot 
Put, Dressing up the Couple 
Race, Bucket Race for the 
juniors, to name a few. 

Former teacher Athiubo 
Kaurinta 2nd O/C, Sub Ur-
ban Police Station, Dimapur 
was the guest of honour on 
the concluding day. Ulti-
mately, the Green Hornets 
emerged as the champions 
of  Pilgrim’s 29th annual 
sports meet.

New Delhi, Nov. 1 (PTI): 
An astounding 136 wide 
balls were bowled during a 
BCCI U-19 women’s one-
day match between Naga-
land and Manipur being 
played at Dhanbad today.

The match, which is a 
part of  the inaugural NE-
Bihar U-19 one-day compe-
tition being organised by the 
cricket board, saw Manipur 
bowling 94 wide balls while 
Nagaland were a shade bet-
ter with 42.

Nagaland eves won 
the match by 117 runs to 
log four points, but it was 
learnt that girls from both 
the northeastern states were 
at times not even able to 
land the ball on the 22-yard 
square.

Sample this: Nagaland 
were all out for 215 in 38 
overs and as per the score-
card available on BCCI 
website, Mushkan (54) and 
Pori (24) were the only two 
batswomen, who managed 
to score in double digits.

But Manipur bowled 

94 wide deliveries, which 
meant nearly 15.4 extra 
overs. Despite the bowling 
side’s profligacy, Nagaland 
women lasted 38 overs, and 
had a decent score to look 
forward to.

In reply, Manipur were 
all out for 98 in 27.3 overs 
with Nagaland bowling 
seven extra overs (42 wides). 
In Manipur innings, there 
were two players who got 
into double figures.

Seterni (17) and Roniba-
la Thokchom (24) crossed 
the 10- run mark while Pori 
of Nagaland got five wick-
ets for 16 runs.

The match was being 
played at the Nehru Sta-
dium in Jealgora, Dhanbad.

The Committee of Ad-
ministrators (COA) wants 
to integrate northeastern 
states into the BCCI set-
up but the match was an 
example that aspiring crick-
eters from the region need 
top quality coaching facility 
from the cricket board.

“There is always a be-

ginning. As the teams from 
NE states will play more 
matches, they will certainly 
get better.

The idea to have a one 
day league between NE 
states is to given the expo-
sure to competitive cricket. 
With state of the art coach-
ing, one can only get better,” 
Naba Bhattacharjee, the 
Meghalaya CA top boss and 
the convenor of NE states in 
BCCI told PTI today.

However, a few BCCI 
officials, who were present 
during the match, conceded 
that it’s not about the wide 
balls bowled but the “wide 
gap” that exists, which 
needs to be bridged.

“It looks nice to throw 
these girls at the deep end 
of  the pool but when you 
are playing a National U-19 
championship, just know-
ing the basics of cricket well 
won’t suffice. You need to 
be at least be competitive,” 
a senior BCCI official told 
PTI on conditions of  ano-
nymity.
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Pujara, Ashwin, Pandya, Narwal in running 
for Best Sportsman of the Year award

LMSSOC: Donching 
Yangmei FC ‘B’ and Sunaki 
FC Longra through to quarter

Classic Cup to begin from ThursdayKukami Trophy 
from Dec. 5Saint Savio High School annual sports meet begins

ANPSA inter-school sports meet underway

Nagaland emerge as second runners-up at sports climbing meet

Players of Donching Yangmei ‘B’ and Vetao Ayie FC in ac on during their pool C match on Wednesday.

A sec on of the par cipa ng schools seen during the oath taking ceremony at Greenwood Higher 
Secondary School in Dimapur on Wednesday.

Team Nagaland receiving the second runners-up trophy.

Students of Saint Savio High School seen during the drill display during its annual sports meet 
on Wednesday.

Former shooter Anjali Bhagwat, Tennis star Mahesh Bhupathi, Sanjiv Goenka, Chairman, RP-Sanjiv Goenka Group, Pullela Gopichand, Chief 
Na onal Coach for the Indian Badminton team, legendary athlete PT Usha and former hockey player Arjun Halappa pose for photographs 
during a press conference to announce the jury and the nomina ons for the first edi on of  'Indian Sports Honour' in Kolkata on Wednesday. 

PTI

Dimapur, Nov. 1 (EMN): 
In the last league match 
in Pool C on Wednesday, 
Donching Yangmei FC ‘B’ 
defeated Vetao Ayie FC by 
3-1. The first and second 
goal for Donching Yangmei 
FC ‘B’ was scored by Osen 
in the 22nd minute of  the 
first half  and 41st minute of  
the second half. Vetao Ayie 
recovered after Thungem 
found the first breakthrough 
in the 43rd minute making 
the score line at 2-1. But in 
the final 4th minute Desin-

gem increased the lead by 
scoring the third goal for 
Donching Yangmei ‘B’ and 
ended the match with the 
scoreline at 3-1 in favour 
of Donching Yangmei ‘B’. 
Hence, DEF Tuensang are 
through for the quarterfinal 
playoff  from Pool C along 
with the already qualified 
Donching Yangmei FC ‘B’.

In another one-sided 
second match of  the day, 
Sunaki FC Longra thrashed 
High Hill Club 6-0. In the 
first half, Imlongchaba 

found the first breakthrough 
in the 6th minute, second 
goal was scored by Sek-
hose in the 11th minute, 
later Yhanshalo scored the 
third and fourth goal in the 
12th and 14th minute. In 
the second half, both the 
goals came through the 
boots of  Sekhose in the 
32nd and 59th minute and 
completed his first hat trick 
in this tournament.  In Pool 
D, Khulioh King FC and 
Sangzi FC are through for 
the quarterfinal playoff.

Kohima, Nov. 1 (EMN): The 23rd 
edition of  Classic Cup football tour-
nament is all set to begin on Thursday, 
Nov. 2 at the Kohima local ground 
under the theme ‘Creating a better 
world through football’ organised by 
Classic Club Kohima

35 teams will be vying for the 
trophy where the champion will walk 
home with Rs. 1, 50, 000 and runners-
up with Rs. 80, 000 besides individual 
cash prizes.

The three- week long tournament 
will conclude on Nov. 20. It may be 

mentioned that Barak won the pres-
tigious Cup for the third consecutive 
time. Last year Barak Football Club 
defeated Kuki United FC 2-1 in the 
final match to retain the Classic Cup.

Linda Solo, Director Youth Re-
sources and Sports will attend the 
inaugural session as the chief  guest at 
2 pm on Nov. 2 at the Kohima local 
ground.

THURSDAY’S MATCH
Kohima College vs Capital College 

of  Higher Education at 2 pm.

Dimapur, Nov. 1 (EMN): The 
30th Zunheboto Area Sports As-
sociation (ZASA) Kukami Trophy 
sports meet would be held from 
Dec. 5 to 9 at the District Sports 
Council Ground (DSCG) Zun-
heboto with Huskha Yeputhomi, 
Working President NPF Nagaland 
as the chief  guest and Hovishe 
Arkha, former Sumi Hoho presi-
dent and Vihoshe Muru, Vice-
President Sumi Hoho as the guests 
of honour respectively.

Dimapur, Nov. 1 (EMN): 
The 20th All Nagaland 
Private Schools’ Associa-
tion (ANPSA) Inter-School 
Sports Meet kicked off  
with a grand start at Green-
wood Higher Secondary 
School (GHSS), Dimapur 
under the theme ‘Explor-
ing Talents through Sports’ 
on Wednesday, Nov. 1. 
All member-schools of  
ANPSA are participating 
in this year’s two-day sports 
meet. 
The inaugural programme 
was graced by Rev. Moses 
Murry, General Superin-
tendent, The Assemblies of  
God, East India.
Some of  the highlights of  
the inaugural programme 
were invocation prayer by 
Sedelu Peseyie, Principal 
of  (GHSS), Flag hoisting 
by chief  guest, welcome 
address by Andrew Ahoto, 
President of  ANPSA Di-
mapur Unit and march 

Kolkata, Nov. 1 (IANS): 
Cricketers Cheteshwar Pu-
jara, Hardik Pandya and 
Ravichandran Ashwin 
along with kabbadi player 
Pardeep Narwal are in the 
running for the Best Sports-
man of  the Year award in 
team sports for the maiden 
Indian Sports Honours 
instituted by the RP-SG 
Group in association with 
the Virat Kohli Foundation, 
it was announced here on 
Wednesday.

Indian football team 
skipper Sunil Chhetri and 

national hockey team star 
defender Rupinder Pal 
Singh -- known as one of  
the best dragflickers in the 
world -- complete the full 
list of  final nominees for 
the award. The nominees 
in reckoning for sports-
woman of  the year award 
in team sport comprise In-
dian hockey stars Deepika 
Thakur and Rampal and 
cricketers Deepti Sharma, 
Mithali Raj and Harman-
preet Kaur.

The final list of  award-
ees will be announced and 

the trophy handed over to 
them during the inaugu-
ral Indian Sports Honours 
ceremony to be held in 
Mumbai on November 11. 
The finalists for the sports-
woman of  the year award 
in individual sport are 
gymnast Dipa Karmakar, 
athlete Lalita Babar, world 
number two shuttler P.V. 
Sindhu, Olympic Olympic 
bronze medalist wrestler 
Sakshi Malik and tennis ace 
Sania Mirza.

For the male category 
in individual sport, javelin 

thrower Neeraj Chopra, cue 
sports ace Pankaj Advani, 
golfer S.S.P. Chawrasia, and 
in-form shuttler Kidambi 
Srikanth are the finalists in 
the race for the best sport-
sperson of the year award.

In the team event cat-
egory, the Indian junior 
hockey team, the senior 
cricket, hockey and kabaddi 
teams and women's cricket 
and hockey teams vie for 
the top award. Former In-
dian cricket team coach 
Anil Kumble, kabaddi's 
Balwan Singh, Bisweshwar 

D-
22
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Nandi -- who guides gym-
nast Karmakar -- Indian 
national women's hock-
ey team coach Harendra 
Singh and golf  coach Vijay 
Divecha are the finalists 
for the coach of  the year 
award.

The finalists in the oth-
er categories are as follows:

Emerging Spor ts-
woman of the year: Aditi 
Ashok (golf), Ritu Phogat 
(wrestling), Smriti Mand-
hana (cricket).

Emerging sportsman 
of the year: Harmanpreet 
Singh (hockey), Neeraj 
Chopra (athletics), Ram-
kumar Ramanathan (ten-
nis), Sameer Verma (bad-
minton) and Vidit Santosh 
Gujarathi (chess).

RP-SG Group chair-
man Sanjiv Goenka and 
chief  coach of  the Indian 
badminton team Pullela 
Gopichand, himself  an 
all-England champion, will 
chair a star-studded panel 
of  jury comprising tennis 
ace and multiple Grand 
Slam winner Mahesh Bhu-
pathi, legendary athlete 
P.T. Usha, former world 
number one sharp shooter 
Anjali Bhagwat and former 
India hockey captain Arjun 
Halappa to decide the ulti-
mate award winners.

past by different contingents 
of  various schools. Dr. R. 
Francis, Sports Secretary 
ANPSA Dimapur Unit, 
administered the Oath for 
the Sports Meet.
Speaking on the occasion, 
the chief guest, Rev. Moses 
Murry appreciated the par-
ticipation of  the students, 

teachers and Heads of vari-
ous schools in the event. He 
exhorted the participants to 
put their heart and soul to 
sports and games as it plays 
an important role in an in-
dividual’s life and unites an 
entire society. He also ad-
vised the students to abide 
by the rules and regulations 

of  the games and accept 
the decisions of the judges. 
Quoting the Holy Bible, the 
Chief  Guest stressed that 
a champion can shine as 
a champion only with the 
blessings of God. After his 
thought provoking speech, 
the Chief  Guest declared 
the Sports Meet open.

Dimapur, Nov. 1 (EMN): Saint 
Savio High School, Chumukedima 
celebrated the opening ceremony 
of  its 14th annual sports meet on 
Wednesday, Nov. 1 with Thejavizo 
Nakhro, Extra Assistant Commis-
sioner (EAC), Chumukedima, Na-
galand and Rev. Fr. Sajan Joseph 
Neimannil, Parish Priest, Chu-
mukedima and Principal, St. Joseph 
Hr. Sec. School, Chumukedima as 
the guests of  honour.

The programme was chaired by 
Amen and a welcome speech was 
pronounced by the School Principal, 
Reji Kuriakose.

The vote of  thanks was enunci-
ated by Keleseno Naleo and bene-
diction was said by the Parents’ 
Representative Akato Sema.

The programme was highlighted 
with a welcome song, march-past by 
all the eight contingents, drill display 
and aerobic dance.

Dimapur, Nov. 1 (EMN): 
The Nagaland Spor ts 
Climbing Association 
(NSCA) led by Pastor. 
Langshukyu Sangtam, 
Khrieketoulie Kintso, 
Ayieto Yhoshü and Mar-
nungden Walling at the 
19th North East  Zone 
Sports Climbing Meet at 
Agartala, Tripura from 
Oct. 26 to 29, hosted by 
Tripura Sports Climbing 
Association bagged three 
Gold, three Silver, two 
Bronze and emerged as 
the 2nd runners up.

The following Climb-
ers were selected by the 
North East Zone Sports 
Climbing Committee to 
participate in National 
Level  Competit ion at 
Indore (MP) to be held 
from Dec. 27 to 30.

            Name                  Discipline
1. Kehihyulo Khing (1 Bronze)                             Lead
2. Thanlalmon Thomson (1 Gold 1 Silver)             Speed and bouldering
3. Jeliam Khiam   (2 Gold 1 Silver)              Lead, speed and bouldering
4. Zhaviseno Yhoshü (1 Bronze)                              Bouldering


