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The Chief Minister TR Zeliang, along with the members of the Bhandari District Demand Committee  and Lower Lotha Oil and Mineral 
Bearing Zone Association on October 27.
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Min.Max. Max.Min.
Aizawl 27° 17°
Agartala 29° 17°
Gangtok 20° 08°
Guwahati 29° 17°
Imphal 27° 14°

Itanagar 26° 14°
Shillong 22° 10°
Delhi 33° 19°
Kolkata 32° 20°
Chennai 32° 26°

 Max:  Min:
KOHIMA 24° 11.2°
DIMAPUR 27° 16°
 RF:  RH:
KOHIMA NIL 68%
DIMAPUR 1mm 87%
* Rainfall (RF) * Relative humidity (RH)
Temperature in State Capitals
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Delegation demands new Bhandari dist. 

Funds for mid-day meal 
scheme siphoned — NSF

Nagaland Governor urges 
NSCN-K to join peace talks

National Highway 202 reopened

Easterine Kire’s 
book nominated for 
Tata literature award

Tokheho replies to Neinu led DAN and others

NPF central youth wing protest enters Day-5
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exploitation" of mineral resources 
which would otherwise benefit the 
people of the state. 

The chief  minister informed 
the delegation about the produc-
tive negotiations traded between 
the state government and the 
Centre on the constitutional le-
gality, modalities and share ratio 
between stakeholders, worked out 
for exploration of  petroleum and 
natural gas in pockets of  the State. 
He, however, regretted that such 
endeavour was put on halt due to 

PIL filed in the court of  law by lo-
cal people themselves. 

The chief minister requested the 
delegation to discuss among them-
selves for an amicable settlement 
out of the court. He also enquired 
about the road condition and con-
struction of bridges in Bhandari 
sub-division. 

A CMO press release stated that 
the proposed Bhandari district has 
a total area of 778.74 Sq.kms with 
73 villages and lies 70 kms away 
from Wokha district headquarters 

and borders with Assam in the west 
which runs 115 kms. Though the 
Lothas are the main inhabitants of  
the Nagaland’s oldest sub-division, 
there are sizable presence of Sumi 
and Karbi populations. Bhandari 
is richly endowed with natural and 
mineral resources but mostly inac-
cessible by road and people are 
often required to travel through As-
sam. The area has been declared by 
the government as an 'Economical-
ly and Developmentally Backward 
Area' since 1983.

Dimapur, Oct. 27 (EMN): The 
Minister of  Parliamentary Af-
fairs and the spokesperson of  the 
NPF Legislator party Tokheho 
Yepthomi has on Friday issued a 
reply to the rival DAN Coordina-
tion Committee led by Kuzholu-
zo Neinu that demand that Noke 
Wangnao DAN Chairman, to 
prove support by parties. 

He stated that the DAN Leg-
islature Party in a meeting held 
on July 26, 2017, unanimously 
elected Shri Noke Wangnao as 
Chairman of  the Democratic Al-
liance of  Nagaland (DAN). 

"His candidature was pro-
posed by Shri Imtilemba (BJP), 
Minister for Cooperation, R&R, 
MARCOFED, which was sec-
onded by Shri SI Jamir (NPF), 
Adviser (Urban Development) 
and Er Levi Rengma (IND), Par-
liamentary Secretary (Housing) 
in the presence of  Shri Visasolie 
Lhoungu, President of  BJP Na-
galand State Unit. Therefore, it is 
without an iota of  doubt that Shri 
Noke Wangnao is the Chairman 
of  DAN which comprises of  36 
NPF, 4 BJP and 7 Independent 
MLAs," he stated.

He further clarified that the 
BJP led National Democratic 

Alliance at the Centre is a con-
glomeration of  parties but the 
he group led by Dr Shürhozelie 
Liezietsu had "viciously severed 
ties with the BJP and the NDA 
on July 18, 2017" and so cannot 
claim to be part of  the NDA.

"Shri Azo Nienu claims to be 
the DAN Chairman supposedly 
supported by the NCP and JD 
(U). These parties do not have 
a single MLA or party organi-
sation in the State. Therefore, 
there should not be any confu-
sion about Shri Noke Wangnao 
being the DAN Chairman," he 
added. 

On the issue of  the latest ECI 
order he stated that the commis-
sion has clearly stated is yet to 
adjudicate the matter and instead 
directed to hold a general conven-
tion to try solve the matter inter-
nally. Therefore he stated that it 
will be better for both the groups 
to "restrain ourselves and wait for 
the ECI’s verdict".

He also alleged and con-
demned the Liezietsu's group of  
using "undemocratic means" to 
threaten the speaker to disqualify 
the 36 MLAs, recognise Neinu as 
the leader of  the legislature party 
and also recognise Yitachu as the 

chief  whip. 
He urged that the office of  the 

speaker is a constitutional post 
and the wisdom and integrity 
of  the office should not be chal-
lenged by any individual.

He reminded the rival group 
that they should not make the 
same mistake when the former 
Speaker Chotisuh was "forced" 
to disqualify 3 BJP MLAs in Aug 
2014 but the disqualification was 
quashed by the Gauhati High 
Court.

"It is clear that Dr. Shürhoze-
lie forced Chotisuh to disqualify 
the BJP MLAs fearing that the 
BJP will disturb the government 
if  their number increases and 
hence, they should realise their 
mistake and refrain from repeat-
ing the same," he stated. 

He also stated that Yitachu 
has said that Speaker can be im-
peached and so prompted the 
Lieziersu's group that it they had 
found any fault, they should not 
have had any second thoughts 
and should have moved for im-
peachment of  the speaker. "We 
challenge them to do so if  their 
contentions are valid".

With regard to the ECI direct-
ing to hold the General Conven-

tion, it should be understood that 
the dispute is not over and that 
despite allegations and counter 
allegations, case has been filed 
for hearing which is pending. 
Paragraph 8 of  the ECI’s Order 
dated 17/10/2017 clearly states 
and I quote, “Until such recourse 
has been exhausted, it would not 
be fit for the Commission to adju-
dicate the matter.” Therefore, it is 
better for both groups to restrain 
ourselves and wait for the ECI’s 
verdict

On the other groups allega-
tion against the governor and 
the government of  running an 
''unconstitutional'  government 
he corrected that no government 
in the county is run without fol-
lowing the constitution.  He also 
took a jibe at the prediction of  
the other group that the govern-
ment headed by Shri TR Zeliang, 
Hon’ble "will fall on Septem-
ber 21st, 2017 and/or October 
25th, 2017" and instead stated 
that "these are misleading and 
ignorant statements". He added 
that the people are the best judge 
as to know "whether there is a 
government in Nagaland or not, 
contrary to the predictions of  Dr. 
Shürhozelie’s group".

Kohima, Oct. 27 (EMN): 
Easterine Kire’s book, Son 
of  a Thundercloud, has 
been nominated for the 
Book of  the Year Award 
in the Fiction category at 
the Tata Literature Live 
Awards 2017. The award 
will be announced in No-
vember in Mumbai.

The Tata Literature 
Live! Book of  the Year 
Award has been constitut-
ed to recognise noteworthy 
work in the Indian literary 
space across the fiction 
and non-fiction genres. 
Besides Son of  a Thunder-
cloud, the other longlisted 
nominees for the Fiction 
category are: Harilal and 
Sons by Sujit Saraf; Min-
istry of  Utmost Happiness 
by Arundhati Roy; Scat-
tered Souls by Shahnaz 
Bashir; The Small Town 
Sea by Anees Salim; and 
When I Hit You by Meena 
Kandasamy

In 2016, Easterine Kire 
had won The Hindu Prize 
for Best Fiction 2015 for 
her novel ‘When the River 

Sleeps’. Her novel ‘Bitter 
Wormwood’ also got nom-
inated for the The Hindu 
Lit Prize in 2013.

Easterine has etched 
her niche in literature in 
Nagaland as early as the 
1980s. With her book 
‘Kelhoukevira’ (1983), 
she became the first indi-
vidual Naga poet to have 
a volume of  poetry pub-
lished, and her first novel 
‘A Naga Village Remem-
bered’ (2003) was the first 
Naga novel to be written/
published in English by a 
Naga writer. She is a re-
cipient of  the Nagaland 
Governor’s Award for 
excellence in literature 
in 2011, and the Catalan 
PEN International Free 
Voice Award. Her novel 
‘A Terrible Matriarchy’ 
which talks about a young 
girl growing up in a tradi-
tional Naga society was se-
lected by the Government 
of  India to be translated 
into six UNESCO lan-
guages. She has authored 
more than 27 books.

Dimapur, Oct. 27 (EMN): 
The National Highway 
202 (Old 155) that was 
earlier closed due to land-
slide between Longkhim 
and Angangba has opened 
from Friday, Oct. 27. 

This was stated by the 
Executive Engineer PWD 
(NH), Division-III of  Tu-
ensang district through a 
press release. 

The Department ex-
tends deep appreciation to 

all the Commuters for kind 
co-operation. 

The NH 202 starts from 
Mokokchung and runs up 
to Imphal via Tuensang, 
Shamatore, Kiphire, Me-
luri, Jessami, and Ukhrul.

within the framework of  
the party constitution. He 
said the commission in its 
order issued Oct. 17 last 
had clearly mentioned the 
2015 dispute as a similar 
dispute as the present is-
sue and accordingly, it has 
instructed for the conduct 
of  a general convention 
as per the procedure laid 
down in Article XV of  
the party constitution for 
resolving the issue, within 
two months.

“This (Oct. 17) in-
struction which has been 
dispatched through the 
senior principal secre-
tary of  the ECI is actu-
ally in pursuance to the 
verdict which has been 
pronounced by the ECI 
in 2015. It was not chal-
lenged or reviewed when 
it was passed. What were 
they (rival group) doing 
then?” Kikon questioned. 

Kikon also pointed 
out the rival group had 
been claiming that ECI 
will ultimately decide the 
case regarding the claim 
of  the party symbol, flag 
etc. and when Liezietsu’s 
group filed a civil suit in 
the civil court against the 
rival group for imperson-
ation of  the party presi-
dent, misusing the party 
letterhead, symbol and 
flag, the court had stated 
that the case was not 
maintainable as it was al-
ready in the ECI’s court. 

In the court they ar-
gued that the matter was 
in ECI’s hands and the 
court should not take up 
the matter, however now 
when the ECI gave an 
instruction that a gen-
eral convention should 
be called as per the exist-
ing provision of  the NPF 
constitution, they are say-
ing they cannot accept the 
instruction/order issued 
by the ECI, Kikon scath-
ingly remarked. 

“Oct. 17 ECI order 
was in accordance, in 
consonance and in con-
formity with the judge-
ment passed by the same 
commission in 2015. This 
was not challenged then 
and we have already act-
ed upon it by conducting 
a general convention on 
April 30, 2015, where the 
election of  Dr. Lieziestu 
and his team of  office 
bearers was reaffirmed 
and it holds office till to-
day,” Kikon said

“We have already ac-
knowledged the order and 
in pursuance to that, we 
have even notified calling 
for a general convention 
which is slated to be held 
on 22nd Nov. 2017 here in 
Kohima,” he reminded.

He conveyed to the 
rival group to stop fool-
ing the Naga people any 
further, alleging that they 
resorted to challenge the 
party was because they 

wanted to escape disqual-
ification for defying the 
party whip. “They though 
if  they took over the party, 
they would tell the court 
that the party was with 
them as they have taken 
over the party and there-
fore they should not be 
disqualified.... Unfortu-
nately, they have failed,” 
Kikon said.

He however stated 
“everything is within our 
disposal and leaders who 
have gone to the rival 
group have failed to real-
ize that they have taken 
the wrong path and it is 
getting late, Naga people 
have already realized that 
such leaders should not 
be followed”

He expressed confi-
dence that Liezietsu-led 
NPF will triumph in both 
the case lying with the 
ECI and in the court

On the rival group 
consulting senior lawyers 
which was published in 
some sections of  the lo-
cal media, Kikon retorted 
that the group had asked 
irrelevant questions and 
failed to touch the core of  
the issue which was the 
origin of  the whip. Stating 
that those senior lawyers 
have been misled by the 
queries of  the rival group, 
he said the irrelevant an-
swers will have no bearing 
in the case which is being 
taken up in the court. 

NPF stand is consist-
ent and it will continue 
so, with its top priority 
being a peaceful and hon-
ourable settlement of  the 
Naga political issue. He 
also stated that the party 
appreciated the Naga na-
tional workers for coming 
forward to join the peace 
process, and should solu-
tion not precede election, 
he said the NPF was pre-
pared to go back to the 
Naga people with facts 
and figures which are in 
its hands and it would 
definitely triumph.

Meanwhile, denounc-
ing the speaker’s inaction 
on the issues at hand as 
per the laid down rules of  
the Constitution of  India 
as well as the state assem-
bly rules, Kikon said the 
NPF as a party will not al-
low such things to happen 
in “our land”. Towards 
this, he said the NPF 
youth wing’s effort (stag-
ing an indefinite dharna) 
has not gone in vain as 
it has roused the speaker 
‘from his deep slumber’ to 
start acting, even if  it is by 
way of  summoning NPF 
legislators who are with 
Liezietsu.

MLA Yitachu, who 
also spoke during the 
day, said the speaker’s no-
tice which was issued on 
Oct. 26 was just to frame 
the issues. He pointed 
out that the party MLAs 

in the other group still 
faced three instances that 
could disqualify them: on 
grounds of  office of  prof-
it, going against anti-par-
ty activities, and voting 
against the party whip.

He alleged that chief  
minister TR Zeliang him-
self  had responded in an 
affidavit to the court on 
behalf  of  all the 35 NPF 
MLAs that a party whip 
is appointed by the party, 
but was trying to fool the 
people outside the court. 
Yitachu stated the “uncon-
stitutional government” 
was, by playing its delay-
ing tactics in the court, 
trying to make the people 
lose their trust in the ju-
diciary system. However 
he said all hurdles will 
be overcome soon and all 
will realize that the party 
is fighting not only for the 
NPF, but also for the right 
of  the MLAs on the other 
side as well as the Nagas 
in general. 

We have already 
achieved something as the 
speaker has started mov-
ing, he told the gathering. 
“We have already won.... 
The next step is to bring 
out the truth to the Naga 
people,” he added.

Meanwhile, the NPF 
youth wing has announced 
that its sit-in protest will 
not be held on Saturday 
and Sunday and it will 
resume on Monday.

Dimapur, Oct. 27 (EMN): A dele-
gation named Bhandari District De-
mand Committee and Lower Lotha 
Oil and Mineral Bearing Zone As-
sociation today appealed to the state 
government to upgrade Bhandari 
sub-division under Wokha district 
to new Bhandari district and also to 
expedite the amendment of NPNG 
Rules and Regulations 2012. 

The delegation, which called 
on Chief Minister TR Zeliang, at 
his residential office, submitted a 
memorandum for the  new district 
headquarters citing problems of  
road accessibility, administrative 
convenience and backwardness of  
the areas.  

Expressing concern over the is-
sue, the chief minister assured the 
delegation to look into the matter 
after receipt of report from verifica-
tion team who would study on the 
feasibility for creation of new dis-
trict. 

Considering the border problem 
with Assam, lack of road and com-
munication accessibility and eco-
nomic disadvantage, he remarked 
that it is important to open up a 
mineral-resource-stacked Bhandari 
to a new horizons of development. 
He urged the delegation to convince 
those sections of the people who "re-
serve agreement to exploration and 

Kohima, Oct. 27 (IANS): 
Nagaland Governor P.B. 
Acharya has "requested" 
Myanmar-based Nation-
alist Socialist Council 
of  Nagaland-Khaplang 
(NSCN-K) to join the on-
going peace talks with the 
Centre, a Raj Bhavan com-
munique said on Friday.

"P.B. Acharya values 
the formal joining of  six 
NNPGs (Naga National 
Political Groups) in peace 
talks, and requested the 
NSCN-K to join the ongo-
ing peace process so that 
a meaningful solution to 
the protracted Naga politi-
cal problem is found at the 
earliest," the communique 

said.
The NSCN-K abro-

gated a 2001 ceasefire ac-
cord signed with the cen-
tral government in March 
2015, just a month before 
the truce was up for re-
newal.

Subsequently, Khap-
lang faction rebels went on 
a killing spree, attacking 
Indian soldiers in Naga-
land, Arunachal Pradesh 
and Manipur.

Appreciating the ef-
forts of  the government in-
terlocutor for Naga talks, 
R.N. Ravi, to address the 
long-pending issue and the 
positive response from the 
Nagas, the Governor ap-

pealed to all NGOs, politi-
cal parties and civil society 
to stand united to make the 
peace process a success.

This week, Ravi held 
talks with leaders of  
NSCN-IM, Naga National 
Council, Federal Govern-
ment of  Nagaland, NSCN 
(Reformation), National 
People's Government of  
Nagaland (Non-accord) 
and Government Demo-
cratic Republic of  Naga-
land (Non-Accord).

The central govern-
ment and the Working 
Committee of  six Naga 
groups officially began a 
political dialogue on Sep-
tember 27 in New Delhi.

Dimapur, Oct. 27 (EMN): 
The Naga Students’ Fed-
eration (NSF) has declared 
what it has stated to be find-
ings that apparently showed 
that funds for the controver-
sial mid-day meal scheme in 
Nagaland were siphoned by 
‘unscrupulous elements.’ 

The government of  
Nagaland is asked to expe-
dite investigations into the 
scheme of  the School Educa-
tion department and submit 
its report within 45 days.

The NSF issued a copy 
of  a representation to the 
chief  minister on Friday 
nothing that schemes do not 
reach the people. 

The organization has 
demanded that the govern-
ment attend to the matter 
with urgency with ‘immedi-
ate attention’ and action to 
correct the ‘discrepancies’ in 
said scheme. 

The students’ organiza-
tion stated to have under-
taken ‘thorough physical 
verification’ in government 
schools to “ascertain wheth-
er the mid day meal scheme 
was implemented as re-
quired and ought to be.” 
However, the representa-
tion stated, ‘almost all the 
schools do not provide the 
facilities’ in accordance 
with the guidelines and in 

the ‘approved manner’ for 
implementation.

“Some schools have not 
even provided mid day meal 
even once for the academic 
session of  2017 and as such 
have entirely deprived and 
denied the students of  their 
rightful benefits and rights,” 
the NSF stated.

“We are amazed to dis-
cover precisely a contradicto-
ry scenario and the schemes 
never reached the grassroots 
for whom the project was in-
tended for. The findings of  
the federation have arrived 
to a conclusion wherein 
without any unreasonable 
doubt we are made to un-
derstand that the amount 
sanctioned for the scheme 
were siphoned off  by some 
unscrupulous elements.”

The organization has de-
manded ‘strict disciplinary 
measure’ to penalize the ‘de-
faulters.’ 

‘Therefore, the federation 
impress upon your compe-
tent authority in office to ex-
pedite the investigation proc-
ess being undertaken by the 
State Vigilance Commission 
for investigation into irregu-
larities / mismanagement of  
mid day meal scheme and 
submit the reports within 
45 days,’ the representation 
added.

Our Correspondent
Kohima, Oct. 27 (EMN): 
Against the backdrop of  
the dispute in Naga Peo-
ple’s Front (NPF) and the 
subsequent order of  the 
Election Commission of  
India (ECI) on Oct. 17 last 
instructing the rivalling 
groups to settle the matter 
internally and the decision 
of  the group led by Neiphiu 
Rio to file a review petition 
with the ECI on the same 
order, spokesperson of  the 
Dr. Shürhozelie Liezietsu-
led NPF, Achumbemo 
Kikon Friday said that the 
ECI order cannot be chal-
lenged as it was based on 
the same facts and figures 
which the party had pro-
duced in 2015.

Speaking at the fifth day 
of  the indefinite dharna (sit-
in protest) being carried out 
by the NPF central youth 
wing outside the Civil Sec-
retariat Kohima, Kikon said 
the present crisis was a rep-
lica of  the 2015 crisis with-
in the NPF where the ECI 
gave a ruling on 27th Mar. 
2015 instructing that the in-
ternal dispute in the (NPF) 
party be settled amicably 
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Kevisekho Kruse unveiling the monolith, (right) Kruse addressing the 
gathering during the formal function at New Market, Kohima on Friday.

Justice LS Jamir giving way the award to the best DLSA and PLV at the Directorate of State Institute of Rural Development 
on Saturday, Oct. 27.

NBCC officials along with office bearers of Nagaland Joint Christian Forum after the installing programme at NBCC Platinum hall, Kohima on Oct. 5.

Officials of ANPSA seen during the annual meeting at Baptist High, Kohima on Oct. 24.

Resource persons along with ‘A Healthy Dimapur’ team and students of NEISSR after the awareness 
programme at Notun Bosti, Dimapur on Saturday, Oct. 27.

State to observe Vigilance Awareness Week 
State will be observing the Vigilance Awareness Week, 
2017 under the theme “My vision- corruption free India” 
on Oct. 30, 11 a.m. at the conference hall of the Vigilance 
Commission, Kohima. Director and DIGP, Vigilance &Anti-
Corruption Police, I Meyionen will present the Commission’s 
Achievement report for the year 2016- 2017.

NAP/IR recruits attestation parade
NAP Training Centre, Chumukedima commandant has 
informed that the 54th Batch NAP/IR recruit constable 
ceremonial attestation parade will be held on Nov. 3, 9 
a.m. at NAPTC Stadium. Director General of Police (DGP) 
LL Doungel, IPS will grace the event as chief guest. Family, 
relative and well wishers are invited to be a part of the 
programme.

ANCSU emergency union assembly
All Nagaland College Students’ Union has convened 
2nd emergency union assembly on Nov. 1, 12 noon at 
NSF Conference Hall. All affiliated units/colleges under 
ANSU have been asked to attend the assembly with two 
representatives each.

ADC Pughoboto convenes meeting
In view of the visit of electoral roll observer for 13th 
Pughoboto Assembly Constituency, with regard to the 
Special Summary Revision of Photo Electoral Rolls, ADC 
Pughoboto has convened a meeting on Oct. 28, 11 a.m. at 
his office chamber. All administrative officers, supervisors 
and political partiesincluding BLOs of Kitami, Khughutomi, 
Awohumi, Asukiqa and Kilorni village have been directed 
to attend the meeting positively.

MHD general meeting
Mao Hoho Dimapur (MHD) has convened a general 
meeting on Oct 29, 1 p.m. at Hotel Saramati, Dimapur 
for the forthcoming Chithuni 2018 and other agendas. 
All the members have been requested to attend the 
meeting positively. 

NEWS IN BRIEF

NSCN/GPRN clarifies 
on September 18 firing

CVC flays murder of minor

TGSU appeals 
for restoration of 
transformer

State legal service awards best DLSAs and PLVs

Govt. School New Market gets new building

More than 150 dengue cases detected in Dmr 

Governor appeals for peace

NSCW, GBUD 
condemn murder

Nagaland Joint Chirstian Forum team instated 

Dimapur, Oct. 27 (EMN): 
General Secretary All Na-
galand Private Schools 
Association (ANPSA), 
Central, Nini Sekhose said 
private schools were the 
backbone of  the state and 
employment generators 
which is second only to the 
government.

She also said private 
schools are employing 
more than 30,000 teaching 
and non teaching staff  in 
the state.

Sekhose lamented that 
though 75% of the student 
population is in private 
schools, private schools 
have no say in the formula-
tion of  education policies.

“The government is the 
regulator, financier and 
provider of  education all 

rolled into one. Such a sys-
tem does not bode well both 
for private as well as govt. 
schools. It is important that 
a neutral body exists for 
formulating education poli-
cies,” Sekhose added.

Stating that at present 
the State Level Education 
Committee is the highest 
education policy making 
body of  the state which for-
mulates education policies 
for schools under school 
education and NBSE, how-
ever, Sekhose said the body 
is populated by govern-
ment officials without any 
representation from private 
schools.  She added that it is 
very important that private 
schools be represented in 
the body. “The ANPSA 
has already written to the 

Govt. to include the presi-
dent of  ANPSA Central in 
the SLEC. Response from 
the Govt. is awaited,” she 
informed.

Presenting her annual 
report at the annual general 
body meeting of  ANPSA 
on Oct. 24 at Baptist High, 
Kohima, Sekhose high-
lighted the achievements of  
ANPSA during the year. 

She mentioned that one 
of  the important changes 
taking place in ANPSA 
is the feeling of  fraternity 
that is arising among the 
schools. “Schools now 
come together to collabo-
rate rather than to compete, 
problems are shared and 
solutions arrived at corpo-
rately” Sekhose said. 

The general secretary 

also said ANPSA meetings 
are now more a gathering 
of  family members rather 
than a meeting ground for a 
group of  professionals. The 
mood in the association is 
‘what can I contribute to 
my association’ rather than 
‘what can my association 
do for me, she added.

The president ANPSA 
Bithungo Kikon in his wel-
come address remarked 
that private schools were 
facing extraordinary times; 
however, he said “when the 
going gets tough, the tough 
get going.” 

“Teachers are happy 
when the nation progresses. 
We are the only group of  
people that experience gen-
uine joy in the success of  
other people’s children. An 

WEATHER FORECAST IN OTHER DISTRICTS 
Max Min DP RH RF

WOKHA 20.6 18.2 13.8 68 NIL
ZBT 23.3 18 21.4 93 NIL
MON 27.2 18 14.4 78 NIL
MKG 24.2 18.4 18.6 81 NIL
KIPHIRE 24.4 10.6 13.3 96 NIL
SECHÜ ZUBZA 22.5 14 14.5 66 NIL
LONGLENG 16.6 13 10.1 5 NIL
TSEMINYU 24.2 14.2 14.7 69 NIL
JALUKIE 22 13 19 83 NIL
MANGKOLEMBA 27 19 21.3 78 NIL
*Dew Point (DP) *Relative Humidity (RH) * Rainfall (RF)
Source: Department of Soil & Water Conservation, Nagaland 

organisation cannot suc-
ceed unless it is very clear 
about its goals. Our goal is 
our children. Their welfare 
being is our goal and road 
map,” Kikon said.

“Today private schools 
are being punished for per-
forming well in their duties. 
Attempt to curtail the au-
tonomy of  private schools 
is being felt.” However, he 
commented that they will 
continue to do well no mat-
ter what.

President of  Private 
Schools’ Association, Mon 
Daniel Konyak spoke on 
the challenges faced by 
private schools in interior 
districts. He shared about 
communication problems 
and how it took a school 
about five days to commute 
from Mon to Kohima for 
routine works. He request-
ed the board to consider 
having a branch attached to 
the SDEO office Mon from 
where routine works could 
be accomplished. 

Fr. Felix Montero spoke 
on the pros and cons of  
introducing board exams in 
Classes 4 and 8. 

The meeting attended 
by 101 delegates from pri-
vate schools all over the 
state, concluded with dis-
cussions and brain storm-
ing on various matters. 

Dimapur, Oct. 27 (EMN): District Pro-
gramme Officer of  National Vector Borne 
Diseases Control Programme (NVBDCP), 
Dr. Moa while addressing the awareness 
on health-mosquito related diseases at No-
tun Bosti, confirmed that there were more 
than 150 cases of  100% dengue detected 
in Dimapur.

The Dimapur Municipal Council 
(DMC) continuing with its “A Better Di-

mapur” initiative, along with “A Healthy 
Dimapur” team conducted a one day 
awareness programme on dengue in col-
laboration with Northeast Institute of  
Social Science and Research (NEISSR) at 
Notun Bosti Dimapur on Friday Oct. 27. 

The resource people were Dr. Moa and 
District Nodal Officer of  Dimapur’s Na-
tional Tobacco Control Program (NTCP), 
Dr. C Tetseo.

Dimapur, Oct. 27 (EMN): 
The NSCN/GPRN through 
its MIP clarified that the ar-
rest of two alleged NSCN/
GPRN cadres involved on 
Sept.18 firing at Kuda Cold 
Storage, Dimapur namely 
Akheto Chopy and Aliet 
Haflong are not enrolled in 
NSCN/GPRN.

The MIP also clarified 
that Khumtsa Sumi who 

claimed responsibility of  
the Sept. 18 debacle is not 
the finance secretary of the 
NSCN/GPRN. 

“Khumtsa Sumi is learnt 
to be employed by certain 
GPRN official overseeing 
financial operations but not 
an officially member of the 
GPRN and in no manner 
the Secretary of  Finance,” 
the press release stated.

Dimapur, Oct. 27 (EMN): The Tesophenyu 
Group Students’ Union (TGSU) sought at-
tention and action of the Power department 
for timely restoration of 1600 KVA at the sub- 
distribution point in Tesophenyu village. 

A press release from union president AP 
Francis Magh and general secretary Michael 
Seb, stated that it is irresponsible and regret-
table to note that the citizens of Tesophenyu 
group under Tseminyu sub-division and the 
Wozhuro range under Wokha district have 
been deprived of power for the past 20 days 
which has caused immense hardships to the 
local populace.

“It is always the students’ community at 
the receiving end for they are in the middle of  
preparation for appearing board exams and se-
lection exams in progress,” the release added.

The TGSU as the guardian and defender 
of students’ welfare appealed the concerned 
authority to immediate restore the power 
transformer.

Kohima, Oct. 27 (EMN): 
The Chedema Vil lage 
Council (CVC) has con-
demned the act of  one 
Talichuba Longkumer of  
Changtongya village and 
a constable of  4th NAP 
battalion who brutally mur-
dered his own son, The-
janeizo Daniel (3yrs) at 
Chedema village on Oct.26 
at around 2:30 p.m.

In a condemnation note 
issued by CVC chairman 
Seyievinyü Medom, de-
manded “against the ac-
cused from the law enforc-
ing authority” and calleded 
upon all right thinking 
citizens to condemn such 
barbaric act. Further, CVC 
conveyed condolences to 
the bereaved family mem-
bers.

Dimapur, Oct. 27 (EMN): 
T h e  N a g a l a n d  S t a t e 
Commission for Women 
(NSCW) has strongly con-
demned the brutal murder 
of Alino Lotha on Oct. 23 
in broad daylight at Di-
mapur. 

The NSCW said the ac-
cused must be punished with 
the maximum as sanctioned 
by the law of the land. 

Meanwhile, the NSCW 
also expressed shock and be-
wilderment by the senseless 
act of a father who hacked 
his own infant son at Ch-
edema village on Oct. 26.

Chairperson NSCW Dr. 
Temsula Ao in a release said 
such cases of brutal assaults 
on women and children are 
rising at an alarming rate.

The commission urged 
the government to be more 
pro active and reinstate fast 
track courts to deliver swift 

justice to the victims and 
award stringent punishment 
to the perpetrators.

The NSCW also ex-
pressed sincere condolences 
to the two families. 

 “We also recommend 
that Alino’s family must be 
paid the victim’s compensa-
tion amount as specified by 
law” the NSCW stated.

 GBUD: The GB Union 
Dimapur (GBUD) Sadar 
has strongly condemned 
the inhuman and barbaric 
murder of  Alino Lotha by 
Rupak Singh. 

The union appealed to 
the concerned authority not 
to grand bail and punished 
the accused with the high-
est degree of  punishment 
at the earliest as per the 
provision of law.The union 
also conveyed deepest con-
dolences to the bereaved 
family members. 

Dimapur, Oct. 27 (EMN): The 
Nagaland District legal Service 
Authority (NSLSA) has awarded 
the best District Legal Service 
Authority (DLSA) and Para 
Legal Volunteer (PLV) during the 
valedictory session and commen-
dation ceremony of the three-day 
refresher training for PLVs on 
Oct 27 at the Directorate of State 
Institute of Rural Development 
on Friday, Oct. 27.

This year’s best DLSA was 
awarded to Tuensang District Le-
gal Services Authority (TDLSA) 
under the chairman, Mayang 
Lima (principal district and ses-
sions judge) and secretary, N 
Kano (civil judge) while the best 
PLV was awarded to Bendang-
senla Jamir of Mokokchung Dis-
trict Legal Services Authority. 

Winners were awarded with 
laptops provided by Department 

of  Justice and Law Nagaland, 
memento and certificate.

Delivering the valedictory 
address, LS Jamir urged the PLVs 
to adopt a girl child by providing 
assistance in opening saving ac-
count in postal department. He 
exhorted them to go back to their 
respective districts and spread 
awareness and assist the common 
man on what they have learnt 
from the training. 

Our Correspondent
Kohima, Oct.27 (EMN): 
After seven years of upgra-
dation from Middle School 
to High School under Rash-
triya Madhyamik Shiksha 
Abhiyan scheme, the Gov-
ernment High School New 
Market new building was 
formally inaugurated by 
Rtd. Chief Engineer PHED 
Kevisekho Kruse on Friday.

Speaking at the inaugu-
ral programme, Kruse said 
“education is the best invest-
ment that we can have” 
in educating the children, 
adding that investment of  
time and energy will not be 
a waste. 

To students, he said 
“work hard and bright future 
awaits all of us.”

Stressing on the impor-
tance of  education, Kruse 
maintained that unless “we 
give focus to education, we 
cannot move forward,” as 
education is the key factor 
for good progress. 

Dimapur, Oct. 27 (EMN): 
State Governor PB Ach-
arya has congratulated 
and appreciated the efforts 
of  Interlocutor for Naga 
talks RN Ravi to address 
the long pending issue, 
and positive response from 
Naga people. 

A press release from 
PRO Raj Bhavan, stat-
ed that Acharya values 
the formal joining of  six 
NNPGs Working Com-
mittee and requested the 
NSCN (K) to join the on-
going peace process so that 
a meaningful solution to 

the protracted Naga politi-
cal problem is found at the 
earliest. 

The Governor also ap-
pealed to all NGOs, politi-
cal parties and civil soci-
ety to stand united as one 
society to make the peace 
process a success. 

He said nobody is born a 
thief or criminal but it is the 
society, family or environ-
ment that makes a man for 
what he is. “If we can edu-
cate the person and nurture 
them in a right way, every-

one has got the capacity but 
it’s up to how we bring them 
up,” Kruse added.

Appreciating the local 
residents and citing the ex-
ample of  a step forward 
with a new school building, 

he commented “if you have 
the unity, and if  you have 
the willingness to work to-
gether, you can achieve great 
things.

Zeruuzo Suohu in his 
brief history said the school 
is the first to be inaugurated 
after six schools namely 
Mezoma, New Market, Ja-
khama, Tsemenyu New, 
Dihoma, and Khonoma 
under Kohima district were 
upgraded to high school 
in 2010-11 under RMSA 
scheme. He said the new site 
for the GHS was bought by 
the colony for Rs.5.5 lac. and 
was inaugurated on Febru-
ary 27, 2012. However, he 
said due to a lengthy court 
case between the contractors, 
the construction was delayed 
and the actual works began 
only in February 2015.

To mark the occasion, 
the monolith was inaugurat-
ed by Kruse and dedicated 
by pastor UCRC, Kohima 
Zhabu Kuotsu.

Council, Rev. Vangpong 
Phom and Pastor M Kezo 
from Nagaland Christian 
Revival Church, Khyomo 
Lotha and Zakieo Metha 

from Nagaland Pentecostal 
Church Kohima and DS 
Namrei CSM and Cap-
tain J Liankhama from 
Salvation Army Church 

Kohima.
As per the release from 

Nagaland Baptist Church 
Council (NBCC), the objec-
tive and purpose of  NJCF 

is to foster unity and to 
address common pressing 
issues facing the church in 
particular and the society 
in general.

Dimapur, Oct. 27 (EMN): 
The Nagaland Christian 
Forum (NCF) which was 
reactivated and rechristened 
as Nagaland Joint Christian 
Forum (NJCF) on October 
5, organised an installation 
programme of  office bear-
ers and executive members 
at Platinum Hall, NBCC 
office, Kohima. 

T h e  p r o g r a m  wa s 
chaired by School Coor-
dinator NBCC Rev. Dr. 
Mechiehol Savi while Ex-
ecutive Secretary, Angami 
Christian Revival Church 
Rev. Dr. DL Sanchu read 
the scripture and offered 
prayer. A special song was 
presented by the Nagaland 
College of Music and Fine 
Arts.

President NJCF Rev. 
Dr. Zelhou Keyho, shared 
on the rational behind 
“Why NJCF.” Words of  

encouragement and prayer 
of  installation was offered 
by President Kohima Bap-
tist Pastors’ Fellowship Rev. 
Dr. Vevo Phesao. The pro-
gramme concluded with 
benediction by Parish Priest 
of  St. Francis De Sales 
Church, Kohima Rev. Fr. 
Richard Fernades. 

The NJCF team will 
be headed by Rev. Dr. Zel-
hou Keyho as president, 
Rev. Dr. N Paphino as 
vice president, Rev. Fr. GL 
Khing as secretary, Rev. 
Dr. Moses Murry as treas-
urer. Executive members 
are Rev. T R Angami and 
Rev. Tusaya Kath from 
Assembly of  God Church, 
Rev. Fr. Victor Renthungo 
and Fr. Carolus Kuotso 
from Catholic Church, Rev. 
Hotokhu P Zhimomi and 
Rev. TW Yamyap from 
Nagaland Baptist Church 

Member Secretary NSLSA 
and Special Judge TDP Vigi-
lance Commission Nino Iralu, 
appraised that the best DLSA 
could deliver services from 
NALSA scheme 2015 and 2016, 
worked in coordination with dis-
trict administration and police 
and could effectively carry out 
monthly action plan with chair-
man, secretary, panel lawyers, 
PLVS and legal aid clinics.

She informed that the best 
PLV 2017 rescued destitute 
women, victims of  domestic 
violence, helped the old and 
needy, assisted person with 
disabilities and worked in coor-
dination with the District Legal 
Services Authority. Further, 
Iralu urged PLVs to work with 
missionary zeal and to enroll 
more PLVs from different pro-
fessions.   PLVS from all districts 
also shared learned perspective 
from the training.
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Parliamentary Secretary, Merentoshi R Jamir, addressing the golden jubilee celebra on of Majakong Ward in Mokokchung town on October 27. (R) Watsu Telen Majakong Ward 
presen ng a special song on the occasion.
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MLA Kuzholuzo Nienu seen with Bino Kenye, president WCMA,  
releasing  the associa on’s cons tu on.

Sec on of the par cipants at the ongoing transforma on crusade in Chozuba town on October 27.

School children displaying their projects during the State level Children Science Congress held in Kohima 
on October 27.

Dr. Shurhozelie led NPF to stay: Nienu TR government legitimate: NPF youth 

Eight students to represent at children’s science congress

Dimapur, Oct. 27 (EMN): 
Kuzholuzo Nienu, MLA 
and DAN chairman of  
Dr. Shurhozelie led NPF 
party, affirmed that Dr. 
Shurhozelie led regional 
NPF party would prevail.

Addressing the gen-
eral conference of  Western 
Chakhesang Mother’s As-
sociation (WCMA) at Agri 
Expo on the theme ‘Be in-
spired for change,’ Nienu 
said that the current politi-
cal turmoil was a result of  
current Lok Sabha MP and 
former chief  minister, Nie-
phiu Rio, opting for “New 
Delhi assignment.” 

He said that Rio, after 
vacating the CM seat, first 
projected MLA Noke to 
take his place, failing which 
he projected MLA Kaito 
again thereby fuelling polit-
ical instability in the State. 
However, with the Election 

Commission of  India’s ver-
dict, Azo pointed out that 
the matter would be laid 
to rest soon and asked the 
people of  Nagaland not to 
be confused.

Pondering on how 

Naga society today seems 
to know only how to criti-
cise and forgotten how to 
appreciate, Azo said he 
was ready to appreciate 
even TR Zeliang led un-
constitutional government 

if  they can expedite inves-
tigation into the various 
scams like the Public Dis-
tribution System (PDS), 
fuel adulteration and Pillai 
case by inviting the CBI. 

Also expressing con-
cern over the growing disu-
nity among the Nagas, Azo 
encouraged womenfolk 
to lead as role models and 
agents of  change by citing 
the example of  queen Es-
ther from the Bible. He also 
pointed out that women’s 
role towards a healthy soci-
ety was of  paramount im-
portance. ‘A God fearing, 
loving and morally upright 
women keep the society, 
family and community in-
tact,’ he stated.

President of  Chakhe-
sang Mothers’ Association 
(CMA), Zaposhelu Venuh, 
encouraged the mothers’ 
to take the onus of  teach-

ing children their own local 
dialects stating, ‘language 
as an important tool in 
bringing people together 
and uniting people as it is 
also the identity of  a com-
munity.’ 

President of  Western 
Chakhesang Hoho, Vekho-
sayi Nyekha, in his greet-
ings highlighted on the 
need to re-inculcate the val-
ues passed down on by the 
forefathers. 

The welcome address 
was delivered by Bino 
Kenye, president Western 
Chakhesang Mothers’ As-
sociation. The inaugural 
session was followed by 
two seminars with Muz-
ivolu T Therieh, Addition-
al District Sessions Judge, 
and Sano Vamuzo, former 
chairperson of  Women 
Commission, as resource 
persons.

Dimapur, Oct. 27 (EMN): Youth wing 
of  Neiphiu Rio led NPF party today af-
firmed that the present NPF led DAN gov-
ernment headed by the chief  minister TR 
Zeliang is a legitimate and constitutional 
government formed by securing the high-
est mark in the history of  the floor test ex-
amination in Nagaland.

The youth wing has ridiculed at the 
‘loser minority NPF legislatures and their 
followers’ for what it termed as comically 
refusing to accept the constitutional floor 
test defeat due to their ignorance about 
constitutional knowledge and its demo-
cratic process taking place in the country.

The youth wing has lashed out at the 
NPF minority group of  venturing out into 
political terrorism by threatening and ac-
cusing the State Governor, NLA Speaker 
Dr. Imtiwapang, and Commissioner and 
Secretary Benjamin Newmai, besides issu-
ing warnings and intimidation to some of  
the NPF majority group leaders and their 
family members.

It stated that such terrorist activities are 
not permissible in a democratic country 
like India and a peaceful Nagaland.

It, however, stated that good sense 
prevail to them after learning that recon-
ciliation is the last resort to subdue their 
pro-long frustration whereby the NPF Mi-
nority group gracefully sat in front of  the 
New Secretariat, Kohima, to show their 
presence and solidarity to the TR Zeliang 
NPF led DAN government for the past 
three days. 

The NPF youth wing fully acknowl-
edged their presence and showing their 
respect and honour to the chief  minister, 
ministers, parliamentary secretaries and 
party leaders. The youth wing asked them 
to continue even in the coming days to 
show their courtesy and respect saying, 
“This is the true spirit and the key sign of  
reconciliation for the NPF party.”

The youth wing further appealed to the 
NPF minority group to join the NPF ma-
jority before the gate is closed. 

Our Correspondent 
Mokokchung, Oct. 27 (EMN): Estab-
lished as a Middle English School in the 
year 1967, Yajen Aier Government High 
School, Mopungchuket, celebrated its 
golden jubilee today with the Principal 
Director of  School Education, Smita 
Sarangi as chief  guest at the village com-
munity hall. 

The school was upgraded to a high 
school in the year 2015 and subsequently 
christened after Yajen Aier, the first Naga 
Deputy Inspector of  Schools and retired 
Director of  Education who hailed from 
the village.

The Principal Director of  School 
Education, while speaking at the jubilee, 
congratulated the school on achieving 
the milestone and for securing 91% pass 
percentage in HSLC examinations in 
2017 in the school’s first appearance for 
the said exams.

She also encouraged the students to 
work harder and bring more laurels to 
the village and the State. She expressed 
her appreciation to the teachers for their 
relentless efforts. She also appreciated 

the Village Education Committee for 
serving the community to the best of  
their ability.

Mentioning that the School Educa-
tion Department is undergoing through 
a rationalisation exercise to improve the 
quality of  education, she emphasised on 
the need to increase the number of  en-
rolment in government schools. She also 
assured to do her best towards improve-
ment of  education system in the days 
to come. She also released the school’s 
golden jubilee souvenir.

Other speakers included DEO 
Mokokchung, ST Nokdang Longkumer; 
EAC Kubolong C Phuniang; VEC chair-
man K Alem Aier; and N Bendang Ao, 
retired Secretary of  Development Au-
thority of  Nagaland. 

Other highlights of  the function in-
cluded performance of  the school’s an-
them and the jubilee song by the school 
choir, special number by youth depart-
ment of  Mopungchuket Baptist Church, 
and a jubilee feast. Alumni, students, 
parents and well wishers attended the 
celebration.

Dimapur, Oct. 27 (EMN): 
Thousands gathered at Chozuba 
town local ground on day-3 of  
the ongoing Transformation 
Crusade where Rokopra Mekro, 
assistant pastor of  Koinonia Bap-
tist Church, Kohima, was the 
speaker.

Speaking on ‘Forgiveness of  
sins,’ the speaker asserted that for-
giveness comes freely only from 
God and is not ‘for sale.’ He said 
forgiveness comes only through 
Jesus, who died for our sin, add-
ing salvation is a grace for those 

who receive Jesus in their lives. 
‘Soap does not cleanse our 

sins’, he stated,’ but only the 
blood of  Jesus can cleanse our 
sins. Our Lord Jesus Christ is 
above the laws and forgives us 
when we come to repentance,’ 
Mekro stated in his sermon.

The leader of  the service was 
Veküdu Lohe, while the Bible 
was read by Thüpurüso, pastor 
of  Dzülha. The special praises 
were sung by CYE, CRC Cho-
zuba town, CYE Richuba and 
Sevozo.

The Transformation Crusade 
has more than 60 counsellors 
from both Kohima and Chozuba 
along with 70 stewards. Prayer 
warriors from various prayer 
groups of  Kohima and 17 people 
from Chozuba are interceding for 
the crusade.

The fourth day will have 
Mezhusevi Zutso, writer and 
preacher and literature secre-
tary to NCRCC, as the speaker 
at 5 p.m. and the Transforma-
tion Crusade team to lead the 
worship.

Majakong Ward celebrates golden jubilee

Our Correspondent
Mokokchung, Oct. 27 (EMN): 
Majakong Ward, one of  the oldest 
wards in Mokokchung, today cel-
ebrated its glorious golden jubilee 
at the premises of  its community 
hall with Merentoshi R Jamir, par-
liamentary secretary of  social wel-
fare, as the chief  guest.

Congratulating the Majakong 
Ward authority on attaining fifty 
years, the chief  guest urged the 
ward citizens to prioritise on devel-
opment of  Imkongliba Memorial 
District Hospital as it is symbolic 
and represent hope for people of  
Mokokchung and neighboring dis-
tricts. He also appealed the ward 
authority to envision their future 
focusing for the uplift of  the youth.   

Dwelling on the unfortunate 
turn of  event in the run up to the 
Urban Local Bodies elections be-
tween the Naga public and the 
State government, he informed 
that the government is planning to 
reconstruct or make a fresh bill for 
the Nagaland Municipal Act. He 
added that the first consultation 
meeting was held with the stake-
holders and deliberated on the con-
troversial Act.

In this regard, he asserted that 
the ward authorities have bigger 
role to play for the growth of  the 
township.

On the Naga political issue, he 
lauded that Government of  India 
for inviting the other Naga politi-
cal groups to join the talks for an 

amicable solution. “Naga progress 
depends on the final settlement,” 
the young legislator asserted.

Meanwhile, M Bendangnuk-
shi Longkumer, who spoke on the 
jubilee theme “Jangyu Medem 
(uniformity),” lamented that we 
are living in an era of  corruption 
and dishonesty. He called upon the 
leaders and people of  Majakong 
ward to rise and be the torch bearer 
of  truth and justice where the older 
and younger generation would co-
exist and work to fight the corrup-
tion for a better future.

He also called upon the people 
of  Majakong to excel in all fields- 
education, political, economic so-
cial or cultural.

Saying Majakong is one of  

the diverse wards in Mokokc-
hung where people from different 
communities have been living in 
peaceful co-existence, he further 
appealed the residents to remain 
trustworthy to their social com-
mitment to work towards develop-
ment and uplift of  the ward.  

Earlier, chief  guest unveiled 
the jubilee monolith. Bendang 
Jamir, Associate pastor of  MTBA, 
offered the invocation and Watsu 
Telen Majakong Ward and Wom-
en folks from Sumi community 
presented jubilee songs.

Short speeches were also deliv-
ered by chairmen of  Artang Ward, 
Lijaba Lijen Ward, Ungma Village 
Council and Mokokchung Village 
Council.

Dimapur, Oct. 27 (EMN): 
Altogether eight students 
from Nagaland will repre-
sent the State at the ensu-
ing National Children Sci-
ence Congress scheduled 
at Ahmedabad in Gujarat 
from December 27 to 31.

The eight students with 
their projects were selected 
during the 25th State level 
Children’s Science Con-
gress held in the confer-
ence hall of  the Red Cross 
Building, Kohima, on Oc-
tober 27 with Zhoi Lohe, 
SDO (Civil), Kohima, as 
the chief  guest of  the inau-
gural programme. 

The Children’s Science 
Congress is a programme 
of the National Council for 
Science and Technology 
Communication under the 
Department of  Science and 
Technology, Government 
of  India. The Nagaland 

Institute of  Health, Envi-
ronment & Social Welfare 
is also a member organisa-
tion of  this network. In the 
programme, children from 
the age group of  10 to 17 
years carried out survey 
and experimental studies 
employing the methodolo-

gies of  scientific research 
and brought out their find-
ings in the form of a report. 

During the congress, 
their oral presentations 
and written reports were 
evaluated by a panel of  
experts. The programme 
is conducted regularly on 

an annual basis all over the 
country and the selected 
projects from each state are 
again showcased in the Na-
tional Congress. 

Eight students from 
various schools selected to 
represent the State for the 
ensuing National Children 

Science Congress. The se-
lected projects on merit 
basis are:
1. Akina H Awomi of  

Cornerstone School, 
Zunheboto.

2. Wikindin of  Zelian-
grong Heraka School, 
Tening, Peren.

3. Neingumenuo Thur of  
Christ King Higher Sec-
ondary School, Kohima.

4. Kilengwi Newmai of  
Zeliangrong Heraka 
School, Tening, Peren.

5. Dziese Rutsa of  Christ 
King Higher Second-
ary  School, Kohima.

6. Nilotoli H Chishi of  
Cornerstone School, 
Zunheboto.

7. Centito K Yeptho of  
Cornestone School, 
Zunheboto.

8. Punuvi A  Assumi of  
Cornerstone School, 
Zunheboto.

Vetalu Nyekha, psychologist, speaking at the one-day seminar on 
counselling psychology in Kohima on October 27.
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Psychology counselling seminar held in Kohima

GHS Mopungchuket celebrates jubilee

Thousands attend transformation crusade on Day-3

Malaria elimination programme begins in Phek

GMS K Khel 
Viswema observes 
annual cultural day

Our Correspondent
Kohima, Oct. 27 (EMN): 
Defining psychology as 
a study of  human behav-
iour and mental processes 
and not a study of  human 
minds as many assumes 
to be; a psychologist said 
‘it involves the process of  
understanding the reasons 
why people behave and 
think as they do.’

Speaking as one of  the 
resource persons at the 
one-day seminar on coun-
selling psychology, Vetalu 
Nyekha, associated with 
trained psychotherapeutic 
professionals of  Megha-
laya, said counselling and 
guidance both cater to-
wards the development of  
the individual thereby al-
lows the individual to rid 
himself  from his burdens 
and strive towards self  em-
powerment.

The programme was 
jointly organised by the 
Youth Mission and State 
Child Protection Society, 
Government of  Nagaland, 
held at Youth Mission 
Children Home, Kohima, 
on October 27.

She also explained in 
detail the various stages in 
counselling and the skills 
required of  a counsellor in 
dealing with clients such as 
attending behaviour, com-
munication, observation, 
listening, problem solving 
skills etc. 

Akumtola, psycholo-
gist at Youth Mission, 
speaking on ‘child psy-
chology’ defined as which 
focuses on the mind and 
behaviour of  children that 
not only focuses at how 
children grow physically 
but also looks at the emo-
tional and social develop-
ment as well.

Explaining in detail the 
major context of  child psy-
chology viz. social, cultural 
and socio economic status, 
Akumtola has stressed on 
the importance of  passing 
the good social and cultur-
al values to children.

The relationships that 

children have with adults 
and peer groups, sets of  
value, customs and ways 
of  living influence on how 
children think, learn and 
develop, said Akumtola.

Further elaborating on 
the different factors that 
influence children’s growth 
and development, she ad-
vised that parents should 
develop rules for their chil-
dren and be affectionate 
with them and explain the 
various types of  parenting 
styles adopted by parents.

She also advised the 
parents, as caregivers, to 
help develop the child’s 
social and emotional devel-
opment adding one should 
allow them to play and in-
teract with others, explore 
and express their feelings, 
offer choices which will 
also help them in their de-
cision making.

Counselling being a 
relatively new concept in 
the Naga context, she said 
there have been misconcep-
tions about same. Nyekha 
agreed that if  someone is 
advised to go for counsel-
ling, ‘they consider it as an 
insult and degrading.’

‘If  that is not a miscon-
ception, I don’t know what 
is,’ said Nyekha and main-
tained that just like a per-
son goes to a doctor when 
physically sick, you need 
a professional psychologist 

to help you with your men-
tal health.

She was also appre-
hensive if  our society is 
ready to accept meeting 
with counsellors as “nor-
mal” but asserted that ‘we 
should be’ as every human 
being has problems and is-
sues they deal with in their 
daily lives. 

Citing some examples 
from real life experiences 
with her clients, Nyekha 
observed that sometimes 
the coping strategies that 
we deal with our problems 
are not very effective and 
the need for professional 
help arises. 

‘If  you let your prob-
lems go and leave it unfin-
ished in your head, it will 
grow in you and later it 
will affect you in ways you 
didn’t know,’ said Nyekha. 

Towards this, she as-
serted that ‘it is something 
very crucial that everyone 
should start seeing the big-
ger and actual picture of  a 
“Counsellor” in our society 
and that a counsellor is just 
another professional that 
you go to when you feel 
sad or depressed or even 
when you’re feeling low.’

She also urged upon 
all to change the mindset 
by educating oneself  and 
break the stereotype say-
ing, “It’s okay” to meet a 
counsellor, added Nyekha.

Dimapur, Oct. 27 (EMN): Govern-
ment Middle School (GMS), K Khel, 
Viswema, has organised its annual lit-
erary and cultural day on October 27 
with Rusovil John, member secretary 
of  Nagaland Pollution Control Board 
(NPCB) as the special guest. 

The special guest, in his speech, 
talked on the need to know the im-
portance of  cultural celebrations like 
Hornbill Festival to conserve one’s own 
identity. He also spoke on the need of  
having a clean environment.

The school conducted competitions 
in different events such as folktale writ-
ing, drawing traditional attires, cultural 
dance, tati, folk song and spell bee.

The programme was chaired by 
Wangshei Konyak, a Class VIII stu-
dent, while Nokerhenu Tsukru and 
Binita Karki of  Standard IV and II pro-
nounced the word of  God and prayer 
respectively. Keneiseu Vitsu, the school 
head teacher, delivered the welcome 
address and Kilamhungle, Class VII 
student, pronounced the vote of  thanks. 

Dimapur, Oct. 27 (EMN): Malaria 
elimination programme for Phek district 
was formally launched by Kovi Meyase, 
Deputy Commissioner, Phek, in the DC’s 
conference hall on October 27 on the 
theme “End malaria for good.”

Speaking on the occasion, Kovi Me-
yase expressed confidence that under the 
stewardship of  NVBDCP in collabora-
tion with various stakeholders, the goal of  
eliminating malaria in the district could 
be achieved. He urged the department to 
intensify sensitising and awareness pro-
gramme to the community. 

Dr. Keholi, DVBO Phek, presented 
the overview of  national framework for 
malaria elimination and the epidemiolo-
gist of  the district. 

The programme was chaired by Sedeu 
Rupreo, District programme manager 
NHM, while the vote of  thanks was de-
livered by Khrusayi Khamo, District con-
sultant NVBDCP, Phek. 

Representatives from various depart-
ments including CDPO, DWO, Fishery, 
NGO,NVBDCP staff  from all the blocks 
and staff  of  CMO, Phek, attended the 
programme. 
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Itanagar, Oct. 27 (PTI): 
T h e  A l l  A r u n a c h a l 
Pradesh Students Union 
(AAPSU) has criticized 
the move of  Arunachal 
Pradesh Public Service 
Commission (APPSC) for 
including four Chakma 
candidates for APPSC 
(Prelims) examination 
scheduled for November 
26.

The Chakmas have 
been categorized under the 
ST and general enrolled 
list. Reportedly, there are 
three Chakma applicants 
for the preliminary ex-
aminations through the 
general category, two of  
whom are from Namsai 
and one from Changlang 
district.

The fourth candidate 
has applied through the 
Scheduled Tribe category 
from Papum Pare district.

This is a gross viola-
tion of  rules since Chak-
mas and Hajongs are not 
indigenous natives of  the 
state and they are not 
citizens of  the country, 
AAPSU president Hawa 
Bagang said.

The apex s tudents 
body of  the state also met 
APPSC chairman Tajom 

Talohon yesterday for clar-
ification on the issue.

There is a conspiracy 
in the APPSC and the 
officers are spies of  the 
Chakma people. We are 
students and will fight 
against the Chakma-Ha-
jong issue till death for bet-
ter future of  our children 
and the people.

AAPSU condemns 
the mischief  and the of-
ficers involved should be 
suspended as per the laid 
down rules, Bagang said.

No matter if  the Chak-
ma-Hajongs are from any 
state of  the country, we 
will never allow their pres-
ence in our state.

Since the issue is with 
the Supreme Court, how 
can the officers be partial 
to the four candidates? he 
asked. APPSC chairman 
Tajom Taloh assured that 
if  any mistake was com-
mitted by the department, 
it would be reviewed as 
early as possible.

When there is mistake 
the commission can rectify 
it. ST-certified Chakma 
from other states like Mi-
zoram can t apply for the 
APPSC exams in Aru-
nachal as per my knowl-

edge but other STs can 
apply in general category, 
he said.

Taloh said that the sup-
porting documents which 
include ST certificate are 
sought when the candidate 
appears for the mains and 
personality test.

A particular candidate 
can be rejected in the sec-
ond and third stage of  ex-
amination and the act was 
not intentional, he said.

The AAPSU submitted 
a memorandum to Chief  
Minister Pema Khandu 
stating immediate deletion 
of  the Chakma candidates 
f rom ensuing APPSC 
prelim exam list within 
seven days. The union 
also demanded discipli-
nary action against the 
erring scrutiny committee 
officers of  APPSC who 
enlisted the name of  the 
candidates. 

Addressing reporters, 
AAPSU general secretary 
Tabom Dai said: This is 
not the first time APP-
SC has made a mistake. 
This mistake of  enlisting 
Chakma candidates will be 
never accepted. We want 
immediate action against 
the scrutiny team.” 

Guwahati, Oct. 27 (PTI): Chief  
Minister Sarbananda Sonowal today 
requested his Odisha counterpart 
Naveen Patnaik to preserve Assamese 
litterateur Lakshminath Bezbaroa’s 
heritage residence at Sambalpur.

Sonowal telephoned Patnaik and 
sought his intervention for taking a 
proactive step for the preservation of  
the residence which is intrinsically 
associated with the emotions of  the 
people of Assam, said a state govern-
ment release here.

Responding to Sonowal’s request 
the Odisha chief  minister assured to 
do the needful for the protection and 
preservation of  Lakshminath Bez-
baroa’s residence at Sambalpur.

To push forward the Assam gov-
ernment’s intent of  preserving Bez-
baroa’s Sambalpur residence, Sonowal 
asked the Minister of Cultural Affairs, 
Naba Kumar Doley and his media 
adviser Hrishikesh Goswami to leave 
for Sambalpur tomorrow.

The duo would also carry a letter 
written by Sonwal to Odisha chief  
minister to take preservation exercise 
to its logical conclusion.

Doley and would meet the Odi-
sha chief minister and hand him over 
Sonowal’s letter besides meeting Dis-
trict Collector of Sambalpur and other 
organisations to push forward Assam 
Government’s efforts of  preserving 
Bezbaroa’s residence there, the release 
added.

Reports about Odhisha govern-
ment’s alleged plans to demolish Bez-
baroa’s Sambalpur residence where he 
spent several years of his life creating 
his literary works to build a road there 
has evoked sharp reactions in Assam 
from students organisations and liter-
ary organisations.

The influential All Assam Stu-
dents Union (AASU) has sent a 
letter to Naveen Patnaik demanding 
preservation instead of demolition of  
Bezbaroa s Sambalpur residence.

The AASU also demanded that 
Sonowal take action in the matter 
and turn the historical house into a 
museum.

Bezbaroa during his stay in Sam-
balpur between 1917 and 1932 had 
lived in the house near Kacheri but 
now the house is in a dilapidated con-

dition, the Students Union asserted.
Apex literary body, the Assam 

Sahitya Sabha (ASS) today urged 
Sonowal to ensure that the ASS’ 
former president Lakshminath Bez-
baroa’s house in Sambalpur is pre-
served and not demolished as planned.

Singer Zubeen Garg talking to re-
porters said the house instead of being 
pulled down should be preserved as a 
museum and memorial to the satirical 
writer.

Various litterateurs of  the state 
have also strongly protested against the 
alleged move.

Born in 1864, Bezbaroa was a 
celebrated pioneer of  modern Assa-
mese literature and one of the literary 
stalwarts of the Jonaki Era, the age of  
romanticism in Assamese literature. 

Popularly known as Rasharaaj or 
the king of  humour for his satirical 
writings, the Sahityarathi through his 
essays, plays, fiction, poetry and satires 
brought to life the then stagnating 
Assamese literary scene responding 
as a sensitive artist to the prevailing 
social environment through his satiri-
cal works.

Guwahati, Oct. 27 (PTI): 
Assam Chief Minister Sar-
bananda Sonowal today 
launched a web portal ‘As-
sam Darpan’ where details 
of government schemes and 
projects would be available 
to the people. This portal 
would also help in measur-
ing the outcome and impact 
of  the schemes for taking 
appropriate and timely de-
cisions, Sonowal said while 
launching the portal.

“Assam Darpan is an 
important step taken by the 
government for open, trans-
parent and accountable 
governance where details 
of  key programmes and 
projects are made available 
to the people”, he said.

In  the  f i r s t  phase, 
progress indicators of  15 
government schemes have 
been made available in the 
web portal in English and 
Assamese.

The schemes includes 
National Food Security Act, 
Pradhan Mantri Ujjwala 
Yojana, Deendayal Gram 
Jyoti Yojana, MGNREGS, 
Pradhan Mantri Gram 
Sadak Yojana, Swacch 
Bharat Mission (Gramin) 
and Chief  Ministers Free 
Diagnostic Services.

The platform has been 
developed by the National 
Informatics Centre, Min-
istry of  Electronics & In-
formation Technology, as 
a part of  the Digital India 
Programme.

Our Correspondent 
Imphal,Oct. 27(EMN): The three day 11th Indo-My-
anmar Regional Border Committee Meet between India 
and Myanmar concluded on Friday with the signing of  
the minutes of  the meeting between the two countries. 
The meet was held at the headquarters of  Assam Rifles 
(South) in Imphal under the aegis of  Spear Corps of  the 
Indian Army starting from October 25. An 18-member 
delegation from Myanmar, consisting of  officials of  the 
army and civil departments attended the meeting. 

The Indo-Myanmar Regional Border Committee 
Meet is a bi annual landmark event which provides op-
portunities for representatives of  Security Forces and Civil 
establishment of  both the Nations to discuss and resolve 
crucial issues relating to border management, bi-lateral 
cooperation and terrorism. This forum is a platform for 
the delegates to brainstorm various issues and exchange 
information, thereby further strengthening the bond be-
tween both the countries. 

The Indian delegation was headed by GOC Spear 
Corps Lieutenant General Anil Chauhan and the My-
anmar delegation was headed by Maj Gen Phone Myat, 
Commander, North West Command. They were ac-
companied by other civil and military officials of  their 
respective countries. Such initiatives provide a vital fillip 
to strengthen the historic relationship between the two 
neighbours.

Guwahati, Oct. 27 (PTI): Assam Chief  
Minister Sarbananda Sonowal today asked 
deputy commissioners of various districts 
to take steps for speedy implementation 
of  Swachh Bharat Abhiyan (Rural) and 
Pradhan Mantri Ujjwala Yojna (PMUY).

Reviewing the status of  implementa-
tion of  these two schemes in the state, 
Sonowal said districts such as Bongaigaon, 
Cachar, Chirang, Dhubri and Dhemaji 
have failed to achieve less than 10 percent 
of their targets of PMUY.

“Assam cannot lag behind in imple-
menting these two dream projects of  
Prime Minister Narendra Modi. Deputy 
Commissioners must regularly sit with oil 
company officials to achieve their targets of  
providing free LPG connection to women 
belonging to below poverty line families,” 
he said.

During a video conference with DCs, 
Sonowal said the district administrations 
and officials of  food and civil supplies 
departments must hold a weekly meeting 
with oil company officials.

Reviewing the progress of  Swachh 
Bharat Abhiyan (Rural), the chief minister 
observed that geo-tagging of public toilets 
constructed under the scheme has not been 
done to the desired level.

He directed the DCs to take steps to 
achieve 80 per cent of the geo-tagging tar-
gets by November 3 to receive the remain-
ing amount of  funds under the scheme 
from the Centre for this financial year.

Sonowal also instructed the DCs to 
submit utilisation certificates of the money 
received till now which must be forwarded 
to the Centre for release of  the remain-
ing amount. The DCs were also asked to 
take steps for facilitating people willing to 
donate community toilets at public places.

Our Correspondent
Imphal, Oct. 27: Five state govern-
ment employees including a woman 
who were arrested for allegedly 
preventing other government em-
ployees from attending their offices 
during the Manipur Government 
Services’ Federation (MGSF) spon-
sored mass casual leave on October 
25 demanding implementation of  
the 7th Pay commission recom-
mendation in the state, were report-
edly suspended from their service, 
sources in Imphal said on Friday.

The source also claimed that 
the suspended employees are N 
Jugeshwor Singh(58), A Indubala 
Devi(52),M Iboyaima Singh(51),all 
from Imphal East district, P Shyam-
kumar (57) and L Deben Singh(54) 
both from Bishnupur district.

The suspended employees are 
said to be members of  the MGSF 
which had been spearheading state 
government employees’ agitation 
demanding implementation of the 
7th Pay commission recommenda-
tion in the state.

Meanwhile state Chief Minister 
N Biren Singh has urged the Joint 
Administrative Council of  All 
Manipur Trade Unions’ Council 
and All Manipur Government 
Employees’ Organisation (JAC of  
AMTUC and AMGEO) to give 
three months time to the State Gov-
ernment to take up necessary steps 
and procedures for implementation 
of 7th pay as recommended by the 
7th Pay Commission. 

Biren’s statement was conveyed 
to a 15 member delegation of JAC 
headed by its President Khaidem 
Mani during a meeting in Imphal 
on Thursday. State Chief Secretary 
RR Rashmi and other senior of-
ficials were also present during the 
meeting which went for around one 
and a half  hour. 

Manipur government will have 
to bear an additional burden of Rs 
1700 crore if  the 7th Pay Commis-
sion recommendations are imple-
mented, according to reports. The 
state has more than 74, 000 govern-
ment employees.

Guwahati, Oct. 27 (PTI): As-
sam Chief  Minister Sarbananda 
Sonowal today directed the Power 
department to formulate an ex-
haustive solar power policy in the 
state.

Chairing a review meeting of  
the Power department here Sonow-
al told the principal secretary of  the 
department, Jishnu Baruah to take 

the lead in shaping the solar power 
policy on a fast track basis so that 
the same can be tabled in the next 
cabinet meeting.

“A solar policy is the need of  
the hour to tap the solar power 
economically and help aiding 
industrialisation besides ensuring 
uninterrupted power supply to the 
consumers”, he said.

Sohra (Meghalaya), Oct. 27 (IANS): Meg-
halaya Chief  Minister Mukul Sangma on 
Friday rubbished Union Tourism Minister 
K.J. Alphons accusing him of  “stealing 
people’s money” and said it requires legal 
examination.

“This type of  allegation will require 
legal examination. What does he mean by 
‘stealing people’s money’,” Sangma asked 
while speaking to IANS.

Alphons, on Thursday was in Sohra, the 
wettest place on earth. He addressed BJP’s 
public rally to drum up support for his party 
in the next year’s assembly elections. He 
also allayed fears and apprehension that the 
BJP was “anti-Christian”.

“He (Sangma) has made promises to 
the state and people of Meghalaya that he 
would do many things. But all that he has 
done is stealing money from the people and 
this shall not continue,” Alphons told jour-
nalists after addressing the public meeting.

The former bureaucrat-turned Union 
Minister, however, said that the Bharatiya 
Janata Party keeps its promises that it 
makes to the people.

“Prime Minister (Narendra Modi) has 
delivered to the people of India an amaz-
ing administration and his focus has been 
pro-poor. 

“The people of Meghalaya need educa-
tion, they need opportunities for the young 
people to work here and all this can hap-
pened if  we have a corruption-free govern-

ment and that can happened only if  the BJP 
comes to power,” he said.

Describing Meghalaya as one of  the 
most beautiful place on earth, Alphons said, 
“It (Meghalaya) has got immense potential 
for tourism but nobody comes here because 
there is no basic infrastructure. All this can 
be created only if  there is an honest govern-
ment which is committed to the people.”

“The Congress is completely cheating 
the people of Meghalaya and there is a need 
to change of government. If  BJP was given 
a chance to lead the government, it would 
provide an honest administration, which 
would work for the welfare of the people,” 
he added.

Allaying public fears that the BJP was 
“anti-Christian”, Alphons declared that 
Modi has been a “great protector” of  
Christians in India, and he shall “continue 
to protect them”.

“A lot of people asked me that being a 
Christian why am I joining this party? Peo-
ple were angry with me. They said if  Modi 
comes to power, churches will be burnt and 
destroyed and Christians will be beaten up. 

“In the three-and-a-half  years since 
Modi became Prime Minister, has any 
church anywhere in India been burnt or de-
stroyed? The answer is NO. Not one church 
in India has been touched by the BJP gov-
ernment. Has any Christian anywhere in 
India been beaten up? The answer is NO,” 
Alphons said.

Guwahati, Oct. 27 (PTI): The 
first Guwahati International 
Film Festival would begin here 
tomorrow with the screening of  
Oscar winner ‘The Salesman’, 
directed by Asghar Farhadi and 
a joint collaboration of  Iran and 
France.

The Iranian director’s 2016 
movie, that won the Academy 
Award for best foreign language 
film, would be one of  the 75 
films from 35 countries to be 
shown in the 6-day event.

Cine lovers would get to 
watch five films from Turkey, 
the focus country, and six from 
Farhadi’s country in the Con-

temporary Iranian Cinema sec-
tion, Festival Director Monita 
Borgohain said.

The five films of  Turkey 
are ‘Ember’ directed by Zeki 
Demirkubuz, ‘Yarim’ by Cagil 
Nurhak Aydogdu, ‘Toz Bezi’ 
by Ahu Ozturk, ‘Rauf ’ by Baris 
Kayer and Soner Caner, and 
‘Kalander Sogugu’ by Mustafa 
Kara.

Six Iranian movies to be 
screened in  the  GIFF are 
‘Dokhtar’ by Reza Mirkarimi, 
‘Rokha Divaneh’ by Abolhassan 
Davoodi, ‘Malaria’ by Parviz 
Shahbazi, ‘Raftan’ by Navid 
Mahmoudi, ‘Valderama’ by Ab-

bas Amini and ‘Inja Kassi Nem-
imirad’ by Hossein Kondoir.

Besides Focus Country and 
‘Contemporary Iranian Cinema, 
Borgohain said, the GIFF would 
have sections on World Cinema, 
Indian Panorama, Retrospec-
tives, Cinema of  Northeast, Cin-
ema of  Assam and the Tribute.

Besides, several Assamese 
fi lms made by young fi lm-
makers, four movies by Jahnu 
Baruah --’Hkhagoroloi Bohu 
door’ (Its a long way to the sea), 
‘Ajeyo’ (Invincible), ‘Halodhiya 
Choraye Baodhan Khai’ (The 
Catastrophe) and ‘Konikar Ram-
dhenu’ (Ride on the Rainbow) 

would be screened.
Films by pioneering film-

makers of  Assam -- Dr Bhupen 
Hazarika (‘Shakuntala’), Abdul 
Mazid (‘Chameli Memsahib’) 
and Dr Bhabendranath Saikia 
(‘Sandhya Raag’) would also be 
shown.

The closing film will be 
‘Perekonnavaled’ of  Estonia 
directed by Valentinknik and 
Manfred Vainokivi.

Film personalities such as 
Adoor Gopalakrishnan, Shaji 
N Karun, Jahnu Barua, Resul 
Pookutty and A K Bir were as-
sociated with GIFF in various 
capacities, Borgohain said.

An important feature of  the 
festival shall be Open Forum 
sessions on topics related to 
films and the region as well as 
Master Classes by masters in 
their respective fields, Chairman 
of  Jyoti Chitraban (Film Studio) 
Society Pabitra Margherita said.

Jyoti Chitraban is one of  the 
organisers of  the festival, besides 
the state government and the 
Dr Bhupen Hazarika Regional 
Government Film and Televi-
sion Institute. 

The films will be shown on 
the three screens at Srimanta 
Sankardev Kalakshetra and one 
at the Jyoti Chitraban Society.

Our Correspondent
Imphal, Oct 27: Manipur 
Chief Minister Nongthom-
bam Biren Singh has said 
that his Government has re-
affirmed not to compromise 
with the territorial integrity 
and oneness of its people in 
the state at any cost.

In order to strengthen 
the stand, an all-political 
party meeting would be 
held at CM’s Secretariat at 
4 pm today, he said. Besides 
taking a firm decision, an 
all-political party delegation 
would go and approach the 
concerned central parties 
to inform the about the 
stand and ground reality if  
necessary.

Speaking to media per-
sons on the sideline of ‘Beti 
Bachao Beti Padhao’ spot 
painting competition at 
Imphal, Chief  Minister 
Biren also informed that 
they support and encourage 
the peaceful solution to the 
ongoing Naga issue.

NEWS IN BRIEF
Powerful bomb recovered  
In Manipur
Imphal, Oct. 27 (PTI): A powerful improvised 
explosive device weighing more than three kg was 
found this morning by 26 Assam Rifles personnel 
from beneath a culvert in Manipur’s Thoubal dis-
trict. Police said the bomb was founa along Heirok 
- Khanarok road. It was later diffused in a safe place 
by bomb experts of  Manipur police, police added.

Man shot at in South Garo 
Hills district
Tura (Meghalaya), Oct. 27 (PTI): A man was shot 
at allegedly by some miscreants in South Garo Hills 
district, police said today. The man identified as 
Kamirul Islam, a resident of  Bilasipara in Assam 
was shot at allegedly by the miscreants near Komila 
Bagan village when he refused to pay them money 
yesterday, the police said. Some people found Islam 
lying on the road and took him to the Patalgittim 
primary health centre, Superintendent of  Police of  
South Garo Hills, Abraham T Sangma said.  Islam 
was later transferred to Guwahati by his family 
members today.

Heroin seized in Aizawl
Aizawl Oct. 27 (PTI): Anti Narcotic Squad of  the 
Mizoram Excise and Narcotics department today 
seized 13 gram of  heroin in Aizawl. A spokesper-
son of  the department said the contraband, worth 
around Rs 50,000, was reportedly smuggled from 
Myanmar. A 25-year-old man of  Aizawl was ar-
rested in this connection.

Two militants arrested 
in Manipur
Imphal, Oct. 27 (PTI): Two militants of  the pro-
scribed militant outfit Kanglei Yawol Kanna Lup 
(KYKL) were arrested by security forces from 
two different places in Manipur, police said today. 
Thangjam Hemanta Meitei (35) of  Arong Heibong 
Makhong was arrested by a combined team of  
Manipur police and 6 Assam Rifles from Lilong 
Bazaar near Arapti Lamkhai in Manipur’s Thoubal 
district yesterday, the police said.Another KYKL 
cadre identified as Saikhom Sidam Singh (27) of  
Heirok Part-1 Heitupokpi was arrested by police 
from Salungpham Ananda Bazaar area, they said.

Manipur Chief Minister Nongthombam Biren Singh.

The NSCN-IM is on a 
peace negotiation with the 
central government and 
there have been reports 
that a settlement with the 
insurgent group is possi-
ble in near future. One of  
the key demands of  the 
NSCN-IM is integration 
of Naga-inhabited areas of  
Arunachal Pradesh, Assam 
and Manipur.

Responding to a query 
regarding Home Minister 
Rajnath Singh’s assurance 
to his Assam counterpart 
that territorial integrity of  
Assam would not be com-
promised at any cost, he 
said that Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi, Home 
Minister Rajnath Singh 
and BJP National president 
Amit Shah had already 

made the same promise 
to Manipur as well during 
campaigning of the last As-
sembly election.

The Chief Minister also 
said that he has the trust in 
the leadership of the current 
Union Government. How-
ever, the State Government 
would directly approach the 
Central Government if  any 
suspicious move surfaces in.

During the Beti Bachao 
- Beti Padhao Spot Painting 
Competition organised by 
State Level Committee on 
Beti Bachao Beti Padhao 
and State Social Welfare 
Department, he informed 
that the State Government 
is planning to announce 
a welfare scheme for BPL 
families belonging to OBC 
during his proposed Chan-
del visit on November 4 
next.

Despite women’s im-
mense contributions in all 
spheres including social 
movements in Manipur, 

he said women are still 
discriminated up to some 
extent in Manipuri society. 
He called upon the public 
to give due respect and care 
the womenfolk especially 
mothers.

Social Welfare Minister 
Nemcha Kipgen, in her 
speech urged the public to 
take a pledge to put in joint 
effort to improve Child Sex 
Ratio as a National priority 
agenda.

A special attraction of  
the function was giving the 
opportunity of taking selfie 
with the Chief  Minister to 
selected girl students. Later, 
the dignitaries led by the 
Chief  Minister distributed 
prizes of  the spot painting 
competition. Rajya Sab-
ha MP Ksh Bhabananda, 
Commissioner (Social Wel-
fare, YAS and Higher Edu-
cation) H Deleep and Social 
Welfare Director Jacintha 
Lazarus also attended the 
day’s function.



IN THE COURT OF DEPUTY COMMISSIONER DIMAPUR DISTRICT
HEADQUARTER CHUMUKEDIMA, CAMP: DIMAPUR: NAGALAND

Dt. Dimapur the 27th Oct’17

Sd/-
Deputy Commissioner

Dimapur, Nagaland

No. M.-628/17/11532  Notice is hereby given that 
Shri/Smti Ghanakanta Mech -Vrs- Khetovi Chishi resident 
of Dimapur Town/Village in the District of Dimapur, Nagaland 
under Rule 50 & 51 Assam Land Revenue Regulation 1886 have 
applied for Mutation of land described in the schedule below:-

The undersigned under Rule 52 of the said Rules do hereby 
invites claims/objections concerning to the said land, if any 
& should be submitted to this court in writing on or before 
27.11.17.
SCHEDULED OF LAND AND BOUNDARY
Name of Patta Holder: Ghanakanta Mech
Village/Block No: Puranabazar , Patta No: 326
Dag No: 391/608, Area: 00-04-11

NOTICE

D-4755

IN THE COURT OF DEPUTY COMMISSIONER 
DIMAPUR DISTRICT: NAGALAND

Dt. Dimapur the 27th Oct.17

Sd/-
Deputy Commissioner

Dimapur, Nagaland

NO: REV-1/90-D/11533-34  / Notice is hereby 
given that Shri/Smti Xashepu Wotsa resident of 
Dimapur who has applied for issue of mortgage 
clearance concerning to Patta No.568, Dag No.913 
measuring an area of 0-1-15 located at Block No/
Village -Puranabazar Mouza No.3 which has been 
mortgage in the NIDC Bank/Society.
Claims & Objection if any on the aforesaid land 
may be submitted in written in the Court of the 
undersigned on or before 03.11.17.

NOTICE

D-4756

I, Smti. Sonan Ruivah 
(New Name) Sonan 
Awungshi Shishak (Old 
Name) hereby declare 
that, I am married to 
Shri. Worngam Ruivam 
and by virtue of our 
marriage my name shall 
be now known as Sonan 
Ruivah for all o�cial 
purposes and intends.

D-4754

DECLARATION

GENERAL NOTIFICATION  
It is hereby noti�ed for the information of all concerned that the notice dated 
10.10.2017 calling for �ling of statement with a�davit in respect to the incident 
relating to public protest against ULB election in Dimapur and Longleng is hereby 
extended for another period of 10 days with e�ect from today i.e. on or before 
06.11.2017 in the Commission O�ce at Circuit House Dimapur, between 10:00 
AM to 2:00 PM in any working days, as a last and �nal opportunity for voluntary 
submission. 

Any person or party including Government authorities and o�cials failing to 
submit their statement voluntarily within the extended period of time shall not 
be entertained thereafter, and the Commission shall proceed to the next stage of 
the proceeding as may deem �t and proper and as per the provision of law. 

 The statements should be addressed to the Chairman of the Commission 
supported by a�davit and relevant documents, if any, must be submitted in 
triplicate either personally or through lawyers. So also, in the cause title above 
the caption, “District : Dimapur” in respect of incident in Dimapur and “District 
:  Longleng” in respect of incident in Longleng should be clearly described. 

Given under the Seal and signature of the Chairman, JIC, on this day the 26th 
Oct.2017. 
Dated: 26.11.2017 
Place: JIC O�ce, 
Circuit House Dimapur 

NO.CON/JIC/2017-18/4   Dated 26th Oct 2017.

OFFICE OF THE JUDICIAL INQUIRY COMMISSION
(For Dimapur and Longleng incidents on 31st January, 2017)

(Shri. L.N .Sema) 
Chairman 

JIC, (ULB Incident)
KG-2107

PRESS NOTE
“UNITY RUN 2017” a running event will be held in 
Kohima on 31st October 2017. The event will be �agged 
o� by Shri Pankaj Kumar, IAS Chief Secretary, Government 
of Nagaland from High School Junction, Kohima at 07:00 
AM. The unity run will culminate at Khouchiezie (Kohima 
Local Ground) which will be followed by concluding 
remarks by Shri L. Singsit, IPS, Addl. Director General of 
Police (Adm), Nagaland.

Members of the Bharat Scouts & Guides and the police 
will be participating in the run. All others are also welcomed 
to take part in this event. For any further clari�cations, 
interested persons may contact the undersigned.

No. DEF/KMA/(1)/PRO(Pt)/2016-17/  Dated Kohima, the 27th Oct’ 2017

GOVERNMENT OF NAGALAND
OFFICE OF THE SUPERINTENDENT OF POLICE

KOHIMA : : NAGALAND

Sd/-
(JOSEPH HESSO) IPS

Sr. Superintendent of Police
Kohima, Nagaland.

KG-2018

IN THE GAUHATI HIGH COURT
(THE HIGH COURT OF ASSAM:NAGALAND:MIZORAM AND ARUNACHAL PRADESH)

KOHIMA BENCH

 Shri. Hongkai Konyak … Petitioner
 Versus  
 The State of Nagaland & 3 Ors. … Respondents
To                                                                                  
 Smti. Muchiam, Sectional Assistant,
 Under the establishment of Executive Engineer,
 PWD (R & B), Aboi Division,
 Mon District, Nagaland. 
NOTICE UNDER ORDER V RULE 20 OF THE CODE OF CIVIL PROCEDURE, 1980 

Take Notice that the above noted writ petition has been filed by the above 
named Petitioner before the Hon’ble Gauhati High Court, Kohima Bench, 
where you have been impleaded as respondent No.7. The Hon’ble Gauhati 
High Court, Kohima Bench vide order dated: 23-10-2017 issued notice 
to you to appear before the Hon’ble High Court on 27-11-2017 at 10:30 
A.M either personally or through pleader to act on your behalf and show 
cause, if any. If you fail to appear on the date so referred, the matter shall 
be heard and decided ex-parte in your absence

Given under my hand and seal of this court on this day the 26th day 
of October 2017 at Kohima.

Deputy Registrar (Judl.),
Hon’ble Gauhati High Court, Kohima Bench

W.P.(C).NO.188(K)2017

K-1404

ADMISSION
The Following Course Are Offered
1. Coaching for Class 10(ten) Repeaters& selection passed students in all subjects.
2. Coaching for Class 12(Arts & Commerce) Repeaters in all subjects.
3. Coaching for N.P.S.C (Prelims) UPSC, SSC and other competitive exams.
4. Spoken English & Hindi Learning.
5. Computer Courses:- CCA,DCA, DTP 6.  Stenography & Typewriting
7. Cutting& Tailoring 8.  Embroidery 9.   Knitting
10. Montessori Teacher’s Training (PERI) 

(Hostel available for both boys & Girls)
CAPITAL TRAINING INSTITUTE&COACHING CENTRE
Near T.C.P. Gate Kohima 9402831939/9436201083

K-1405
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NSCB holds 285th Board of Directors meet

NSCB Board of Directors during its 285th review meeting in its head office, Dimapur, on October 27.

Amazon founder becomes richest person in the world

LPG subsidy payment issue relates to Airtel customers: Ministry

Xiaomi, Samsung now rule half 
of Indian smartphone market

SpiceJet, IndiGo given two months 
time to shift some flights to T2

Dimapur, Oct. 27 (EMN): 
The 285th meeting of  
Board of  Directors of  Na-
galand State Cooperative 
Bank (NSCB) was held in 
its Head Office, Dimapur, 
on October 27 chaired by 
Temjen Toy, Additional 
Chief  Secretary and Fi-
nance Commissioner and 
Chairman of the bank. 

Kekhwengulo Lea, vice 
chairman; Wepe Ritse, 
Registrar of  Cooperative 
Societies; and eight elected 
Board of  Directors repre-

senting the Cooperative 
Societies of various districts 
and three co-opted Board 
of Directors participated in 
the deliberation. Imtilemba 
Longkumer, Managing Di-
rector of the bank, attended 
the meeting as Member 
Secretary. 

Board predominantly 
pursued and reviewed the 
Business Plan Target and 
achievement of  the Bank 
under DAP for the financial 
year 2017-18 with refer-
ence to achievement as on 

September 30, 2017, and 
observed that during the 
quarter under review, the 
bank has achieved an over-
all growth of  2.45%  on 
deposits. Growth on loans 
and advance was achieved 
at 1.00% during the quarter 
with a CD ratio of 63.73%.

It was reported that the 
bank earned income from 
interest on loans and ad-
vances to the tune of  Rs 
2299.95  lakh from invest-
ment Rs 893.80 lakh and 
other income Rs 63.14 lakh 

culminating to a gross in-
come receipt of Rs 3256.89 
lakh. The bank has in-
curred an expenditure of  
Rs 2800.32 lakh. The gross 
income of Rs 3256.89 lakh 
of the bank for the quarter 
after providing for total 
expenditure of  Rs 2800.32 
lakh has netted an income 
of  Rs 456.57 lakh as on 
September 30, 2017.

The cost and yield ef-
ficiency ratio for the quarter 
ended September 30, 2017, 
was 5.52% and 11.05% 

Crimsoune Club a leading lifestyle brand was inaugurated by parliamentary secretary for Irrigation 
and Flood control Tovihoto Ayemi on Friday, Oct. 27 in the presence of Dimapur Commissioner of 
Police Limasunep Jamir, IPS. The newly opened store is located at Temptation opposite to popular 
bakery Dimapur.   Crimsoune Club of Mangla apparels India private limited delivers premium styling 
in men’s and women’s casual wear including Shirts, T-shirts, Denims and Trousers. 

CRIMSOUNE CLUB OPENED IN DIMAPUR

against target of 5.72% and 
10.83% respectively.

The bank has achieved 
an estimated net-worth of  
Rs 4425.44 lakh against 
target of Rs 4411 lakh and 
CRAR of  13.41% against 
target of 13.60% during 2nd 
quarter under review.

The Board also re-
viewed the programme of  
the year-long golden jubi-
lee celebration of the bank 
culminating on November 
10, 2017, in the auditorium 
of  Dimapur Government 
College.

Board also approved the 
proposal for the launch of  
first Mobile ATM / ATM 
on wheel in the State by the 
bank during the culmina-
tion programme of golden 
jubilee celebration. 

Board ratified sanc-
tioned of loan amounting to 
Rs 2385.47 lakh disbursed 
during the 2nd quarter and 
approved further sanction of  
loan amounting to Rs 90.82 
lakh for Agri and Allied and 
church based projects and 
Rs 450 lakh under Micro 
Finance scheme. 

N e w  Yo r k ,  O c t .  2 7 
(IANS): The uptick Ama-
zon shares registered on 
Wall Street this Friday has 
directly affected the fortune 
of  its founder, Jeff  Bezos, 
who immediately replaced 
Microsoft co-founder Bill 
Gates as the richest person 
in the world.

Two hours after the 

stock market opened on Fri-
day, Amazon shares were up 
11.9 per cent, on the first day 
since it announced its third 
quarter results at the close of  
trading on Thursday.

Microsoft shares had 
climbed close to 7 per cent at 
the same time, also as a result 
of its third quarter earnings 
announced on Thursday at 

Wall Street’s closing bell.
But according to Forbes 

magazine, which closely 
follows the world’s greatest 
personal fortunes, taking 
into account, among other 
aspects, the value of  their 
stock market assets, Bezos 
surpassed Gates on Friday 
as the richest person in the 
world.

New Delh i ,  Oct .  27 
(IANS): Budget carriers 
SpiceJet and IndiGo have 
been given a little more 
than two months time to 
shift some of their flight op-
erations to Terminal 2 (T2) 
from Terminal 1 (T1) at the 
Indira Gandhi International 
Airport here.

The shifting of  flight 
operations to T2 is a pre-
requisite for the commence-
ment of  T1’s expansion 
plan. Low cost passenger 
carrier GoAir will operate 
its first flight out of  T2 on 
October 29.

According to the Delhi 
International Airport Lim-
ited (DIAL), it has given 
time till early January 2018 
to IndiGo and SpiceJet for 
shifting some of their flights 
from T1 to T2.

Earlier, the deadline for 
three low-cost carriers -- In-
diGo, GoAir and SpiceJet 
-- which currently operate 
from T1D -- to shift some 
of their flight operations to 
T2 was October-end.

“We are in consulta-
tions with our stakeholders 
(SpiceJet and IndiGo)... we 
have given them time to 

shift (some of their flights) 
to T2 by January 4, 2018, 
DIAL’s Chief Executive I.P. 
Rao told IANS.

“We have spent Rs 100 
crore on this terminal (T2) 
and we will keep putting in 
Rs 65-70 crore every year for 
its maintenance... We all are 
working for the passengers’ 
convenience and ultimately 
I believe that goodwill will 
prevail,” Rao said on his 
consultations with IndiGo 
and SpiceJet.

The T1 expansion plan 
envisages a new integrated 
terminal that can handle 
40 million passengers per 
annum.

DIAL had earlier said 
that the budget passenger 
carriers’ departure terminal 
T1D and terminal T1C will 
be merged into one and ex-
panded to accommodate 40 
million passengers per an-
num. However, for the plan 
to go forward, the operator 
needs to shift some traffic 
catered to by the current 
T1D to the T2 terminal. 

The T1D terminal, 
which has a passenger han-
dling capacity of 20 million 
per annum, handled 24 

million passengers during 
2016-17.

DIAL further said that 
no new flight operations slot 
will be given for T1. Conse-
quently, any new flight serv-
ice by IndiGo and SpiceJet 
from IGI airport will have 
to be operated from T2.

On the revamped T2, 
DIAL said that it has spent 
Rs 100 crore and has also 
decided to provide free 
inter-terminal transfer facil-
ity between T1 and T2 for 
a period of  three months 
which is in addition to its 
usual transfer shuttle bus 
service. 

On Thursday, GoAir 
had said that its service 
“G8 207” from New Delhi 
to Lucknow on October 29, 
2017 will be the first flight 
to depart from T2, Where-
as, its flight G8-148 from 
Ranchi will be the first to 
arrive at the terminal from 
the night of October 28.

The Terminal 2 was the 
erstwhile international ter-
minal of  the IGI airport 
prior to the opening of T3. 
It has a capacity of handling 
12 million passengers per 
annum.

New Delh i ,  Oct .  27 
(IANS): Taking cognizance 
of  complaints by cooking 
gas customers of non-credit 
of  their LPG subsidy, the 
government on Friday said 
that these were mainly from 
customers of  Airtel pay-
ments bank and that the 
subsidy amount had been 
credited to their respective 
accounts.

“It is found that these 
complaints mainly pertain 

to those LPG consumers 
who are Airtel customers 
and have opened account 
in Airtel payment bank,” a 
Petroleum Ministry release 
said here. 

“It is clarified that the 
LPG subsidy of  these Air-
tel customers has already 
been credited to their newly 
opened Airtel payment 
bank account seeded with 
Aadhaar,” it said.

“It may be noted that 

as per subsidy transfer pro-
tocol, the LPG subsidy is 
transferred to the (latest) 
bank account of  the ben-
eficiary seeded with their 
Aadhaar,” the statement 
added. 

Telecom major Airtel 
has recently ventured into 
payment bank services. 

The ministry also said 
that, along with the three 
state-run oil marketing 
companies, it has taken up 

the matter with the Depart-
ment of Financial Services, 
the National Payments Cor-
poration, as well as Airtel.

New Delh i ,  Oct .  27 
(IANS): Samsung and Xi-
aomi together contributed 
to almost 45 per cent of  
the smartphone market in 
India in the third quarter 
of  this year as the market 
grew 37 per cent (quarter 
on quarter) and 18 per cent 
(year on year), temporarily 
surpassing the US for the 
first time ever.

According to the lat-
est research from Coun-
terpoint’s ‘Market Moni-
tor service’, India handset 
shipments reached an all-
time high of  over 84 mil-
lion for the first time ever, 
driven by strong sale of  
both featurephones and 
smartphones.

“This is the first time 
since 2012 that Samsung 
and Xiaomi have reached 
this level of  combined 
share. Additionally, the 
quarter was marked with 
return to growth for local 
handset players such as 
Micromax and Lava in the 
smartphone segment,” said 
Karn Chauhan, Research 
Analyst at Counterpoint 
Research.

Chinese brands per-
formance remained strong 
and contributed to more 
than half  of  the total smart-
phone shipments.

It is the third consecu-
tive quarter when their 
market share is well over 
50 per cent after they took 
over local players in the 
second half  of  2016.

However, local brands 
like Micromax and Lava 
grew 41 per cent and 24 per 
cent (QoQ), respectively, in 
the smartphone segment re-
covering from their all-time 
low during demonetisation 
last year.

Micromax Bharat 2 was 
the bestselling model in the 
sub $75 segment.

Xiaomi, iTel, Oppo, 
Vivo Aand OnePlus were 
the fastest growing smart-
phone brands during the 
third quarter driven by fes-
tive sales.

Featurephone segment 
declined 4 per cent (YoY) 
but grew 22 per cent (QoQ) 
driven by sub-Rs 1,000 
devices as well as entry 
of  Jiophone and Nokia 
branded phones in the mar-
ket during the quarter.

“It has been almost a 
year since Reliance Jio 
launched its 4G LTE net-
work officially, which 
drove an inflection point 
for mobile data consump-
tion as well as demand 
for 4G capable phones,” 
said Shobhit Srivastava, 

Research Analyst at Coun-
terpoint.

Within a year, Jio at-
tracted more than 100 
million subscribers to its 
network and now is target-
ing the next 100 million 
subscribers by bringing the 
first ever LTE featurephone 
to the market.

Three out of  four mo-
bile handsets shipped were 
“Made in India” during the 
third quarter.

Affordable mid end seg-
ment (Rs 10,000-Rs 15,000) 
was the fastest growing seg-
ment driven by strong per-
formance of  Xiaomi which 
contributed to almost half  
of  the shipments.

“Three out of  the top 
five bestselling smart-
phones in India were from 
Xiaomi alone. Xiaomi has 
been popular in the past for 
its value for money offer-
ings,” said Counterpoint 
Associate Director Tarun 
Pathak.

P r e m i u m  s e g m e n t 
(above Rs 30,000) grew 
record three times (YoY) 
during the third quarter 
owing to the strong per-
formance of  Apple, OneP-
lus and Samsung.

Qualcomm was the 
leader among smartphone 
chipset suppliers.
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Students’ Manifesto: Make Your Own History

It is said that we make our own 
history; that history is made. 
This adage seems appropriate 
if  we are to think of the future 

path our society ought to take. But 
before I go any further, I would like 
to clarify what I mean by the term 
‘youth.’ By “youths,” I am here re-
ferring to those below the age of 30, 
for anyone above this age is already 
a mature person (certainly our so-
ciety’s copious students’ organiza-
tions and federations are filled with 
old, immature, parochial individu-
als who are way past the glorious 
days of their youth and are more or 
less the minions of present-day poli-
ticians and political parties).

Dear students, History must be 
made; it must be made anew every 
generation. Your generation can-
not dwell in the past of the old gen-
eration. You must make your own 
history. The history of the past, no 
doubt, ought to be appreciated, but 
it should not be at the cost of hold-
ing your generation back, for the 
society has changed so much and 
so has the societal—social, cultural, 
economic, and political—realities in 
which you live. The old norms, val-
ues, beliefs, and principles should 
no longer resonate with your gen-
eration for they are the residuals of  
a past primitive society that is no 
longer in sync with realities of this 
highly globalized, highly advanced 
world. Your generation needs to 
move away from our society’s ten-
dencies to blindly submit to our past 
history and willfully dance to the 
tunes of our tribal and political mas-
ters without questioning and raising 
our voices even when we know that 
they are wrong. Such propensities, 
implicitly, will hold you prisoner to 
the past, thus hindering you from 
making your own history.

Sure, the existing societal condi-
tions have much influence on our 
behaviour—whether we are good or 
bad, deceitful or honest, courageous 
or cowardly, etc. This is why we can 
surely appreciate the fact that peo-
ple in Nagaland are not naturally 
inclined to be corrupt, immoral, 
deceitful, resentful, wicked, tribal, 
etc.; rather the prevailing societal 
environment makes us behave in 
such manners. The existing circum-
stances in our society are such that 
it turns good people bad. Indeed, 
most people in our society are good; 
it is the society in which we live that 
compels us to do things which we 
would not otherwise do. However, it 

is not enough to simply accept that 
the societal environment affects our 
behaviour and leave it at that and 
do nothing; that there is nothing we 
can do about it. Instead, you must 
change society’s conditions so that 
a good person remains good, and 
a bad person will begin to do good 
deeds. By having the knowledge 
about the conditions of one’s soci-
ety and how they affect us, it must 
instead make you see the problems 
and find ways to correct those prob-
lems. The question you must ask is: 
if  the societal conditions make us 
tribalistic, corrupt, selfish, deceitful, 
must we not change the conditions 
so that people are longer tribalis-
tic, selfish, etc.?; viz. how do you 
change the existing societal envi-
ronment so that it turns bad people 
good and where good people will 
remain good?

If  you have been observing our 
society astutely, you would have 
realized that the environment of  
any given society also depends on 
its leaders. In any society, ours in-
cluded, the leaders through their 
activities create societal conditions 
that either make people good and 
industrious, or bad and inactive. 
They can also create a condition in 
which good people find it exceed-
ingly difficult to remain good. Does 
it remind you of any society? Now 
the point here is how to change the 
present leaders who have created 
such an environment where honest 
and good people turn deceitful and 
bad; where it pays to be wicked and 
selfish; and where it is tremendously 
difficult to do good, be good, and re-
main good. If  our leaders and elders 
have created such an environment, 
then must you not correct the way 
leaders are elected so that some of  
the main causes of the problem are 
rectified? Or must you simply accept 
and play along with the established 
ways of doing things?

There is no point listening to 
present leaders of our society for 
they have got serpent’s tongue, 
where sweet words flow like water to 
deceive you. In the end, you end up 
selling your dignity and self-respect. 
Change the existing political leaders 
(including the leaders of the various 
organizations and federations), who 
lure and manipulate you by assert-
ing what you want to hear most, by 
promising better future. If  the exist-
ing norms, values, principles, cus-
toms, and ways of doing things are 
turning good people do bad things, 

then must you not change the so-
cietal conditions so that it will not 
turn good people bad?

Remember, you must construct 
your own future, your own history. 
Nobody, especially the leaders of  
and from the past generation, can 
and will give you better future, for 
they do not understand your innate 
aspirations and dreams. The aspira-
tions of your generation and their 
generation are miles apart. Only 
you can guarantee your own future. 
This is why your family and elders 
continue to compel you to seek 
government jobs, seek backdoor 
appointments. Most of the older 
generations, including teachers, can 
never understand if  you tell them 
you want to be an IT engineers, 
chefs, sportsmen/women, artists, 
etc. Instead, they’ll think you’ve 
probably gone mad.

Yes, in our society, government 
jobs are highly valued not because 
it is something prestigious, but be-
cause there are no other alterna-
tives. No wonder, the societal con-
ditions induce our society to value 
government jobs. Nevertheless, it 
is not enough to simply accept the 
way things are and leave it at that 
by justifying, “This is Nagaland, 
what can we do about it. As long 
as we live here, we must go along 
with the way things are. There is 
no point changing the existing sys-
tem.” This has been the attitude of  
most people in Nagaland and this 
has been the mantra behind the 
older generations. Don’t let this 
be the slogan for your generation. 
Rather, it is up to your generation 
to change the societal conditions 
so that our society will encourage 
forms of  occupations other than 
government jobs. Why should you 
follow the ways of  the past genera-
tion? Just because they have created 
such a toxic society, why should 
you mimic them and make our 
tiny, insignificant society viler? If  
your generation blindly follows the 
ways of  the older generations, they 
will very easily manipulate you as 
they have done many times, best 
recent example out of  many is the 
ACUAT rally few months ago (the 
reasons of  which I need not divulge 
for any person with a speck of  com-
mon sense know how ordinary citi-
zens, especially the students, were 
fooled and manipulated by the in-
fantile leaders for their immature 
political gimmick).

When it’s all said and done, 

what I want you, dear students and 
youths, to remember is that you are 
special, you are unique. Remember 
this always. Students and youths 
in Nagaland are very gifted and 
talented, they are second to none. 
Yet, you are unable to fully develop 
and apply your talents because our 
society is backward and is in such 
a socio-economic shambles that 
your potentials are wasted. You 
were born and have grown up in 
a society where even small words 
of encouragements, such as “you 
did a good job”, “you can achieve 
your goals,” “no matter what, you 
can do the impossible,” “we believe 
in your talent,” are exceedingly 
rare; where genuine goodwill and 
prays are too scarce; where people 
are always ready to jump on your 
failures; where people resent you 
and are jealous simply because you 
have achieved something small even 
at schools, colleges, and universi-
ties; and where societal conditions 
prompt you to carry on the old ways 
of division, suspicion, resentment, 
jealousy, and toxic antagonism over 
state resources by masking it under 
the ill-understood cultural axiom: 
‘traditional customs and practices.’

I am sure that there have been 
times when you might have felt dis-
couraged and disheartened to find 
students and youths across India 
and the developed world attaining 
honors and accomplishing achieve-
ments—be they in a technological 
field, or securing academic scholar-
ships to study abroad, or securing 
jobs with MNCs, etc. However, re-
member that given all the resources 
across India and abroad, it is only 
typical to expect such honors and 
achievements—whatever they may 
be—from those who have access 
to it. It is Easy for anyone—given 
enough interest—having access to 
world-class resources, facilities, and 
services to accomplish something. 
But, it is a whole different issue 
when you have no resources and fa-
cilities, such as in Nagaland. When 
students and youths have no access 
to appropriate facilities, how can 
they accomplish anything? Yet, the 
most powerful and beautiful thing 
is that if  you, dear students and 
youths in Nagaland, can achieve 
something, even small achieve-
ments, despite having no access to 
suitable facilities and resources, now 
that is something Admirable, some-
thing Great. It is Greater than those 
achievements made by students and 

youths in India or anywhere else in 
the developed world because you 
have done and achieved something 
out of nothing. That is Special, that 
is a Gift. And only you, dear stu-
dents and youths, have that poten-
tial, that special gift to do something 
impossible; to correct the mistakes 
of the past generations and to create 
a society that could have never been 
imagined by your elders. Go and 
create your history, your society.

Dear students and youths, it 
has fallen unto you to preserve our 
society. You now have the ultimate 
responsibility to preserve not just 
the society, but most importantly 
to preserve the people living with-
in this society. The task that awaits 
you is indeed herculean, but the 
reward is that much greater. You 
were born and brought up in this 
society that is not of  your own 
making, but the makings of  others. 
The societal conditions in which 
you find yourselves are created by 
generations that placed self-inter-
ests and divisions above the well-
being of  a society in which we call 
Home. Don’t fight over wrongdo-
ings you did not commit, against 
those who weren’t even alive to 
be offended when you were born. 
The past animosities, as well as the 
ancient hatreds and grudges, are 
not the doing of  your generation, 
nor should your generation add-on 
to the injuries of  the past. Make a 
new history and hence new rela-
tions among people in our society.

Ultimately, have courage, pa-
tience, modesty, honesty, under-
standing, and, most importantly, 
Love, for the task is not easy, and 
the road is arduous, filled with in-
surmountable obstacles, potholes, 
and alluring temptations (for the 
present politicians and societal 
leaders will surely entice you, im-
plicitly or explicitly, with money, 
political power, status, etc.; so that 
you may become their newest re-
cruits of  minions). Don’t be a pas-
sive observer, be an active partici-
pant to make history, to make your 
own path, your own future. Don’t 
be part of  history that is not of  your 
own making. Create a society that 
is better than at present. May the 
Heavens bless you with wisdom 
and knowledge and guide you in 
this difficult journey ahead.

Students and Youths in Naga-
land, unite and create your history!

Salikyu Sangtam
St. Joseph University

Clarification or rectifications process 
has elapsed, its time for justifica-
tion’ by the department of  the un-
wanted acts for the delay and the 

installment basis of  the scholarships.
The apathy of  the Higher Education 

department towards the earnest plea of  the 
students for their due rights of  scholarships 
is questionable and against the principle eth-
ics and blatant dearrangement of  their official 
duties.

The objectives of  scholarships is to pro-
vide financial assistance to the students to 
manage their educational requirements and 
the very denying of  it added by installment 
basis which is a first of  a kind by any state 

in our country is pathetic and bear signs of  
inefficient and unaccountability of  the dept.

It is a clear violation of  the provisions and en-
croachment on the genuine rights of  the students, 
which scholarship is reserved to cater fidu-
ciary matters of  their academic investment. 
The central ministry duly sanction amount 
on due time as it is a centrally sponsored 
schemes and the delay of  releasing scholar-
ship is evidently a procedural lapses and 
negative system of the machinery .when the 
neighboring states have duly disbursed schol-
arship within the stipulated time, the continu-
ous trade of  delaying scholarships been prac-
tice on the students rights as a playground 
despite repeated appeals and diplomatic 

reach-out by the various entities. The push has 
come into shove and the Federation’ will not allow 
this unethical practices to continue and therefore 
will battle if  it persists.

The abnormalities in the system added by 
lapses of  the helm of affairs to the students 
they so called claim the future of  tomorrow 
is hypocrisy of  their official obligations. The 
youths are tired and frustrated of  complacen-
cy and unaccountability .it is an era where we 
are all aware of  our rights which the dept has 
long ignored and the ignorance will land in 
trouble before the authority.

The divisive duties should not trampled funda-
mental rights of  the students. Diplomatic channel 
is always open but shall it fail, the Federation’ as-

sured though lacking in manpower shall seek the 
arms of  justice where justice is served and defaulter 
reprimanded.

‘Non furnishment of Utilization certificate 
of  Rs 1344.00 lakhs to the ministry of  tribal 
affairs will make sense to the dept’.

Released the scholarship fully within 7 
days without delay or face the law before ap-
propriate arbitrator. If  any students/entities 
want to pursue their rights and remedy, kind-
ly contact any executives of  the federation.

Sd/-
Medochutuo Kiewhuo

General Secretary, NLSF;
Roland Zeliang

Information&Publicity Secy, NLSF

Transgender 
Fish May Have a 
Message For Us

A 
reader notified me of  a 
mass sex-change taking 
place in his country. Half  
the male fish in some Brit-

ish lowland rivers have female char-
acteristics, and many can now lay 
eggs, research indicates.

This must be causing extremely 
awkward underwater conversations. 
Female Fish: "I have news, Stanley: 
I'm pregnant!" Male Fish: "Wonder-
ful, darling, me too!"

Grandparent fish are surely de-
lighted at the double portions of  
grandchildren, although the market 
for underwater league football TV 
specials must have collapsed.

The reader, who wanted only to 
be known as Concerned Teacher, 
said he only bought it up because 
many young males in his class seem 
to be taking the same journey. I told 
him it was probably just a sign of  the 
times, but he should call me if  any 
of  his boys actually lay eggs so I can 
make a viral video, I mean, express 
my heartfelt concern.

The news clipping said scientists 
blame the problem on contamina-
tion by estrogen, a chemical known 
for causing mammals to purchase 
shoes and care what colour curtains 
are. But why is there no correspond-
ing contamination from testoster-
one, a chemical that causes massive 
growth in the human male's most 
prominent organ, the ego?

"It's apparently estrogen from 
contraceptive pills which leaks into 
nature and creates feminisation," 
Concerned Teacher said. Feminisa-
tion was originally detected in fish, 
whales and dolphins but has been 
found in land animals, including 
seals, otters, polar bears, frogs, alli-
gators and, yes, humans.

The good news is that contracep-
tive-swamped Western civilisation 
is by far the most likely to be wiped 
out, which may actually be worth it 
when you consider that the world 
would be rid of  the Kardashians, 
British "food", reality TV shows, 
etc., and even my Western friends 
agreed with that.

But further reflection suggests 
that a world in which the only mu-
sic, movies and culture were Eastern 
would be pretty sad. There's only so 
much Gangnam Style a person can 
take.

On the plus side, females are 
less affected by estrogen; so we may 
end up with a female-dominated 
world, which might be a good thing. 
There'd be fewer wars, since geopo-
litical summits would end up with 
one leader saying "Fine" and the 
others trying to work out whether 
this was good or bad.

My colleagues were less inclined 
to panic over the gender-blender 
trend. One told me about a kinder-
garten parent he encountered who 
initially refused to identify the sex 
of  her child, but its two initial acts 
-- the gleeful emission of  astonish-
ing amounts of  sound from the end 
of  its colon, and the use of  toys to 
commit mindless acts of  violence on 
other toys -- were biggish clues that 
it may not be female. But these days 
you never know, do you?

While writing this column, a 
newspaper arrived reporting that 
train announcers in London have 
been told to stop opening their state-
ments with "Ladies and gentlemen". 
Presumably this is to show respect 
for the many lowland river fish who 
travel by train these days.

Not sure what a politically cor-
rect columnist should say about that. 
Maybe: "Fine."

(Nury Vittachi is an Asia-based 
frequent traveller. Send ideas and 

suggestions via his Facebook page)

Nury Vittachi | IANS

DAILY
PATH

When we follow God, He makes us to flourish.

When friends moved into a new home, they planted wisteria near their fence and 

growth. Over two decades they enjoyed this plant, carefully pruning and tending it. 
But suddenly the wisteria died, for their neighbors had poured some weed killer by the other 
side of the fence. The poison seeped into the wisteria’s roots and the tree perished—or so 
my friends thought. To their surprise, the following year some shoots came through the 
ground.

them to God’s people who either trust in the Lord or ignore His ways. Those who follow 

God’s people would rely on the true and living God, that they would be “a tree planted by 

Loving Lord, I want to follow You completely, whether in times of drought or abun-
dance. Help me turn to You for help and hope.

Rooted in God
BIBLE READ:  JEREMIAH 17:5–8  
THOUGHT FOR TODAY:
They will be like a tree planted by the water . . . 

its leaves are always green.    
~ Jeremiah 17:8

READERS’ MIRROR VIEWS & REVIEWS

Blindness is Avoidable: Make Eye Donation a Family Tradition 

Every fifth blind person in 
the world is an Indian. Of  
the 15 million blind people 
in India, 1.1 million suffer 

from corneal blindness. And 25,000 
new cases are added to this backlog 
annually.

Last year data shows that only 
25,713 transplant procedures were 
done. In order to manage the prob-
lem, there is urgent need to perform 
100,000 transplant surgeries every 
year.

Almost 80 per cent of  blindness 
is avoidable -- 60 per cent of  it is due 
to cataract which can be cured with 
a simple 15-minute surgery and 20 
per cent is due to refractive errors, 
which can be treated with a simple 

pair of  spectacles.
The cornea is a transparent tis-

sue covering the front of the eye. If  it 
becomes cloudy from disease, injury, 
infection or malnutrition, vision is 
dramatically reduced or lost. Corneal 
blindness can be treated by replacing 
the damaged cornea with a healthy 
human cornea. The cornea can be 
procured through eye donation.

We have at hand technical skills 
and infrastructure for treating cor-
neal blindness, but what is lacking is 
the availability of  donor eye tissue. 
What makes the situation worse is 
that a majority of  the patients suffer-
ing from corneal blindness are chil-
dren or young adults.

All efforts at establishing quality 
eye banks will go waste unless eye 
donation is increased. So far in In-

dia, the onus and responsibility of  
promoting and spreading awareness 
about eye donation have been rest-
ing on the medical fraternity where-
as globally, successful eye banking 
has been a community effort and 
initiative.

There are however certain self-
perpetuating myths about eye do-
nation which are not only false but 
need to be nailed. There are: a) the 
face/body of  the dead will get dis-
figured if  the eyes are taken out; 2) 
one will be born blind in the next 
birth; 3) one will not be able to see 
God in heaven. In fact, all religions 
endorse and support eye donation as 
a noble act.

Some facts about eye donation 
need to be kept in mind: a) Eyes 
need to be donated within 6-8 hours 

of  death; 2) Anyone can be a donor, 
irrespective of  age, sex, blood group 
or religion; 3) One cornea is grafted 
to one person; 4) Switch off  the fans, 
keep air conditioner or cooler run-
ning and place wet cotton over the 
closed eyelids as it will help keep the 
eye tissue moist. Raise head with a 
pillow; 5) Spectacle wearers, the hy-
pertensive and diabetics can also do-
nate; 6) Total removal time is about 
15-20 minutes.

Eyes can be donated even if  the 
deceased had not formally pledged 
their eyes during their lifetime.

The eye bank team will immedi-
ately reach the donor’s home to col-
lect the eyes. This service is free.

Tolerance, sharing, caring and 
giving are synonymous with Indian 
culture. It is an integral part of  our 

heritage. So, it is ironic to hear about 
the paucity of  eye tissue -- a gift 
which is required to be made only 
when we are no more and the eyes 
are of  no use to us.

The gap between the need and 
the availability will grow wider un-
less 1.5 per cent of  annual deaths in 
India (eight to nine million) or about 
240,000 are converted into eye do-
nations. Only then will we be able 
to achieve a zero waiting list for cor-
neal transplant.

To make this possible, eye dona-
tion has to be made a family tradi-
tion.

(Tanuja Joshi is Managing Director 
of  Venu Eye Institute & Research 

Centre. The views expressed are 
personal. She can be contacted at 

tanujajoshi@venueyeinstitute.org)
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ARIES (MAR 21 - APR 19): A lot of  your 
time today could be spent working on financial 
matters on the computer, phone, or other form 
of technology. This could have to do with your 

job or it could concern personal finances. Whichever it is, 
you’ll do a good job, as success in accomplishing what-
ever you work on is indicated. One way or another, career 

success is coming your way.

TAURUS (APR 20 - MAY 20): A business or ro-
mantic partner could either contact you or return 
from a long trip with great news. Perhaps your 

friend has had a lucky break of some kind that betters life in 
general for both of you. Success and good fortune are indi-
cated today, as are happiness, enthusiasm, and optimism. If  
you have a project you’ve wanted to start, do it now.

GEMINI (MAY 21 - JUN 21): Work that needs 
to be done could center on money, investments, 
and other financial matters. Your mind is espe-
cially quick, and you’re likely to get everything 

done well. Technology is going to prove especially help-
ful. The possibility of  significant financial gain is strong, 
as is career advancement. Friendship, love affairs, and 
family relations are also favorable.

CANCER (JUN 22 - JUL 22): Love and ro-
mance are very much on your mind today. This 
is a perfect day to concentrate on this part of  
your life, for all signs indicate that relations with 

romantic partners are going to be happy, stimulating, and 
passionate. If  you aren’t involved, chances are you’ll meet 
someone. If  you are, expect a wonderful evening together!

LEO (JUL 23 - AUG 22): Matters involving 
work and home should be going very well. Physi-
cally, you’re feeling well and strong in spite of  
your recent overindulgence. News of success in 

things you’ve been working on for months should make 
your day. You might want to spend the rest of the day cel-
ebrating. The company of friends and family brings a lot of  
happiness, as does a romantic encounter.

VIRGO (AUG 23 - SEP 22): A passionate let-
ter or call from a romantic partner could have 
you longing for an encounter. You’re likely to 
make a night of  it this evening. You’re both feel-

ing happy, glowing in each other’s company. One or both 
of  you will have career success to report. Relations with 
co-workers and superiors should be cooperative and con-
genial. This bodes well for your future.

LIBRA (SEP 23 - OCT 22): Unexpected finan-
cial benefit could leave you speechless today. It 
could be an unanticipated bonus, gift, or even a 
small lottery win. This is the day to seek the im-

probable. If  you have a project you’ve wanted to try but have 
hesitated because it’s too risky, start it now. Success and good 
fortune should follow anything begun or completed now.

SCORPIO (OCT 23 - NOV 21): You’re prob-
ably getting a lot of great news today. Business 
and personal success are coming your way. A 
project that you’ve hoped would turn a profit 

may finally be moving that way. Financial gain is imminent. 
Your enthusiasm, self-confidence, and optimism should be 
very high as a result, making you that much more apt to 
move forward.

SAGITTARIUS (NOV 22 - DEC 21): Special 
information that comes to you either from within 
- your intuitive insights - or without - information 
received from books, TV, or the Internet - could 

pave the way for career advancement and financial gain. 
The outlook for you is rosy, although you can expect a lot 
of work before you get where you want to be. A stimulating 
evening with friends or romantic partner is in the works.

CAPRICORN (DEC 22 - JAN 19): You 
should feel happy and enthusiastic today. What-
ever you strive for should be successful, wheth-
er it’s job related or creative inspiration. Your 

dedication and organizing talent promise advancement. If  
you aren’t presently involved in a relationship, you might be 
soon. If  you have a partner, look forward to an engagement 
or marriage. If  you’re married, expect new closeness.

AQUARIUS (JAN 20 - FEB 18): Your per-
sonal and professional relationships should 
benefit from today’s energies. This is a day to 
strengthen all your relationships, especially 

friendships. You may want to gather your closest pals and 
plan a party. Your optimism and generally positive nature 
should draw others to you like bees to nectar. Profession-
ally, your efforts should bring success.

PISCES (FEB 19 - MAR 20): A long journey to 
a distant place could be uppermost in your mind 
today. You may be getting ready to take off, or 
the trip might still be in the planning stages. Ei-

ther way, this could be a very exciting day. You’re feeling 
happy and enthusiastic. You look forward to the future. 
Long-term goals might finally show promise of success.

Economic Growth Doesn’t Guarantee Social Progress

Today’s ASTRO-PREDICTION

Three Groups Join Hands For Bird Awareness Across Globe ‘2.9 mn Kids in India Without Vaccination Against Measles’

Three leading bird conservation 
organisations on Thursday an-
nounced an innovative partner-
ship to boost awareness about the 

plight of  migratory birds around the globe.
The new alliance formally unites 

two of  the world’s largest bird education 
campaigns, International Migratory Bird 
Day and World Migratory Bird Day, in a 
bid to strengthen recognition and appre-
ciation of  migratory birds and highlight 
the urgent need for their conservation.

The Convention on Migratory Spe-
cies, the Agreement on the Conservation 
of  African-Eurasian Migratory Water-
birds and Environment for the Americas 
outlined their new cooperation in a part-
nership agreement at a side event on the 
margins of  the 12th Meeting of  the Con-
ference of  the Parties to the Convention 
on Migratory Species, or CMS COP12, 
this week.

The collaboration establishes a single, 

global campaign organised around the 
planet’s major migratory bird corridors. 
These include the African-Eurasian, the 
East Asian-Australasian and the Ameri-
cas flyways.

“With this new partnership agree-
ment, we are uniting our voices for bird 
conservation and setting the stage for 
a new global venture in efforts to raise 
awareness and appreciation of  migra-
tory birds,” an official statement quot-
ing CMS Executive Secretary Bradnee 
Chambers said.

Susan Bonfield, Executive Director 
of  Environment for the Americas, said: 
“Birds do not recognise political bounda-
ries, so their conservation depends on 
our joint efforts at the many habitats they 
need for nesting, migratory stopovers 
and wintering grounds.”

“This partnership represents our de-
sire to work together for the benefit of  
migratory birds around the globe.”

An inter-governmental task force to 
curb illegal killing of  birds crossing one 
of  the world’s greatest migration paths 
will also be high on the agenda at this 
largest wildlife summit, which began on 
October 23.

The East Asian-Australasian Flyway 
spans 22 countries from the Russian Fed-
eration to Alaska in the United States in 
the north, through much of  Eastern Asia 
to the Western Pacific and Australia and 
New Zealand in the south.

Millions of  migratory birds, which 
travel along the Flyway twice yearly, will 
receive greater protection if  the proposal 
is adopted.

Delegates from over 120 countries 
gathered in the Philippines till October 
28 for the CMS COP12 -- the only inter-
national treaty devoted exclusively to mi-
gratory animal species -- where they will 
consider this submission.

Source: IANS

Nearly 2.9 million 
children in India 
still remain with-
out vaccination 

against measles, which con-
tinues to take the lives of  
nearly 90,000 people per year 
worldwide, according to a 
new report by leading health 
organisations.

In 2016, an estimated 
90,000 people died from mea-
sles, an 84 per cent drop from 
more than 550,000 deaths in 
2000.

This marks the first time 
global measles deaths have 
fallen below 100,000 per year, 
said the report by the World 
Health Organisation, United 
Nations Children’s Fund, 
Centers for Disease Control 
and Prevention and Gavi-The 

Vaccine Alliance. 
“Measles elimination will 

only be reached if  measles 
vaccines reach every child, 
everywhere,” Jean-Marie 
Okwo-Bele, Director at the 
World Health Organisation, 
said in a statement on Thurs-
day. 

Since 2000, an estimated 
5.5 billion doses of  measles-
containing vaccines have 
been provided to children 
through routine immunisa-
tion services and mass vacci-
nation campaigns, saving an 
estimated 20.4 million lives.

However, the world is still 
far from reaching regional 
measles elimination goals as 
20.8 million children are still 
missing their first measles 
vaccine dose, the report said. 

More than half  of  these 
unvaccinated children live in 
six countries, namely Nigeria 
(3.3 million), India (2.9 mil-
lion), Pakistan (2.0 million), 
Indonesia (1.2 million), Ethi-
opia (0.9 million), and Demo-
cratic Republic of  the Congo 
(0.7 million). 

“However we cannot af-
ford to be complacent (as) too 
many children are still miss-
ing out on lifesaving vaccines. 
To reach these children and 
set ourselves on a realistic 
road to measles elimination 
we need to dramatically im-
prove routine immunisation 
backed by strong health sys-
tems,” noted Seth Berkley, 
CEO of  Gavi, the Vaccine Al-
liance. 

Source: IANS

Since the recent growth 
figures disclosing the de-
celeration in the Gross 
Domestic Product (GDP) 

have been made public, the de-
bate among policymakers and 
economists in India is revolving 
around the economic slowdown 
-- garnering unwarranted criti-
cism for the current government 
as this variability in the growth 
rate is a regular trend for devel-
oping economies.

The Indian economy has it-
self  experienced slumps in GDP 
growth in its past. In 2000, GDP 
growth plummeted to 3.84 from 
8.85 in 1999 and then bounced 
back to 4.82 in 2001. Then again, 
2010-12 was a period of  decelera-
tion where the growth fell from 
10.26 to 5.45 followed by its es-
calation to 6.38 in 2013.

It is, however, not to argue 
that the deceleration should not 
be an area of  concern but giv-
ing it more attention than what 
it deserves clearly depicts our 
obsession with GDP. An eco-
nomic tool whose purpose was 
to provide a uniform set of  na-
tional accounts is serving as a 
yardstick for comparing regional 
performance since decades. And 
therefore, the predominant fo-
cus of  nations is on maximising 
economic performance and GDP 
growth rates. The underlying 
idea is that economic gains will 

trickle down to society’s and the 
people’s welfare.

But this is not always the 
case. Various regions within In-
dia serve as examples that defy 
the idea that economic growth 
will eventually lead to social 
progress of  regions. For in-
stance, Delhi, one of  the richest 
areas in India, fails to provide 
the best quality of  life to its citi-
zens. It lags behind in areas of  
nutrition, environmental quality 
and personal safety. Delhi has 
high rates of  anaemic children, 
second only to Haryana among 
very high-income states; land 
degradation and water with-
drawal levels are among the 
highest in the country. There are 
several other social parameters 
backing this claim.

On the other hand, many 
states have better social outcomes 
than their high income counter-
parts. For instance, Manipur 
and Mizoram, low and middle-
income states, are providing their 
citizens with standards of  living 
that are comparable with many 
high-income states. Unlike other 
low and middle-income states 
that have the problem of  child 
undernourishment, Mizoram 
has low rates of  underweight and 
anaemic children. The state’s 
direct focus on tackling social 
issues and its consistent efforts 
towards education and health 

have helped in delivering these 
outcomes.

A recent study on Social 
Progress of  Indian states by the 
Institute for Competitiveness, 
India, validates this trend. The 
index is conceived on the notion 
that if  a region fails to provide 
its citizens with basic needs of  
survival; protect its environment; 
and provide opportunity for all to 
reach their full potential, it is not 
succeeding.

It thus ranks Indian states 
based on their capability to pro-
vide basic needs of  citizens such 
as shelter, water and sanitation; 
a foundation for well-being with 
education, health and commu-
nication facilities; analysing the 
prejudices that prevail in a region 
prohibiting people from making 
their personal decisions; evalu-
ating whether citizens have per-
sonal rights and freedom or are 
they susceptible to child labour, 
human trafficking, corruption 
and the like.

The Index ranks Kerala as the 
most socially progressive state. 
Other states that are placed in 
the “Very High Social Progress” 
category are Himachal Pradesh, 
Tamil Nadu, Uttarakhand, Goa, 
Mizoram, Sikkim and Punjab. 
These states that have produced 
remarkable social and environ-
mental outcomes reveal that there 
are multiple paths to achieve 
world-class social progress and 
economic growth is neither nec-
essary nor sufficient to advance 

social outcomes.
For instance, Kerala has 

shown great improvements in 
social parameters without rap-
id economic advancement. It 
has “human development-led” 
growth which has taken place 
due to systematic state invest-
ments in social sectors like edu-
cation and health over a long pe-
riod of  time. On the other hand, 
Tamil Nadu has a balanced de-
velopment model. The state has 
not only shown advancement in 
economic growth over the years 
but its social indicators have also 
improved.

The appropriate policies fo-
cusing with the right amount 
of  expenditure in priority areas 
along with strong implementa-
tion of  the schemes has led Tamil 
Nadu on this path of  inclusive 
development. Mizoram, amidst 
all the security issues, has man-
aged to provide its citizens with 
living standards comparable 
to those of  high-income states, 
which indicates the strength of  
its social capital.

Similarly, the inclusion of  
many high-income states like 
Andhra Pradesh and Arunachal 
Pradesh in the tier of  “Middle 
Social Progress” reflects that so-
cial progress not only depends on 
the economic development but 
also on the use of  revenues gen-
erated by economic expansion.

This is not to argue that eco-
nomic and social progress are 
independent. A strong positive 

relationship is observed between 
the two which is significant at the 
one per cent level. At an aggre-
gate level, a one per cent increase 
in NSDP (National Skills Devel-
opment Programme) per capita 
is associated with a 0.08-point 
increase in the Social Progress 
Index score.

The correlation witnessed be-
tween the two is mainly because 
economic growth provides more 
resources to invest in social is-
sues through private as well as 
public spending and investment. 
Despite this relationship, a con-
siderable amount of  variabil-
ity in social progress is observed 
among states with comparable 
levels of  NSDP per capita. For 
instance, Chhattisgarh attains a 
significantly higher level of  social 
progress (56.63) than Jharkhand 
(47.80) but the NSDP per capita 
varies by just Rs 509.

Therefore, the focus should 
not only be on economic growth, 
which is the means to an end, but 
also on other factors such as the 
right mix of  government policies; 
investments in innovative mecha-
nisms; private businesses comple-
menting government sector; and 
accountable institutions that are 
critical for improving the quality 
of  life.

(Amit Kapoor is chair, Institute 
for Competitiveness. He can 

be contacted at amit.kapoor@
competitiveness.in. Manisha 

Kapoor is senior researcher at 
Institute for Competitiveness.)

Hard Decisive Days
Days fleeting by like clouds ere the storm,
Hastened by adversity in its cruelest form,
T’at eats away into the fibres of  your heart,
As time flies, and a relationship falls apart.

Oh! Who had but foreseen such outcome:
Of Love waxing cold in spirits bittersome;
Of trust betrayed by ugly secrets and lies,
As the aggrieved Soul inconsolably cries.

Times were when I harnessed my thought,
And meddled not in bloody battles fought;
Times were when I restrained my poor self:
Bore unwarranted hurt like a victimised elf.

‘Stead I sought and worked for brighter days.
That, what was made one may not part ways;
That, good sense may prevail over vain glory,
And All may find peace for their souls weary.

Alas! Past Half  a Decade of  suppressed tears,
T’is embittered soul protests & no more cares
‘bout promises & commitments made hastily.
For all it cares,  is for All of  US to live happily.

Thus, I stand today, affirmed in His Wisdom,
That ‘The Decision’ was not made in random.
Rather in t’e knowledge of  w’at was revealed

By God of  w’at had long remained concealed.

And so, as my days go passing by,
My mind keeps on wondering why

God chose yours truly, who has nothing
To stand for those who have everything.

Ere the Sun go down on this life,
What now cuts deep like a knife,
Will no longer cause hurt to US.
For This too shall come to pass.

A. Anato Swu
Zunheboto

Sharmila Rudrappa | The Conversation

India Outlawed Commercial Surrogacy – Clinics are Finding Loopholes

Would you pay someone US$150,000 to have your 
baby?
The high cost of  surrogacy in the U.S. has pushed many 
potential parents to seek cheaper options elsewhere. 
Countries like India and Thailand have attracted sur-
rogacy clients from countries like the U.S., Britain, Aus-
tralia and Israel. The global surrogacy trade, however, 
has been fraught with scandals.

In India, where I’ve studied surrogacy since 2008, 
the government is rethinking regulations. Gay cou-
ples were banned from using commercial surrogacy in 
2012. In March 2017, the Indian government extended 
the commercial ban to everyone. Now, only so-called 
“altruistic surrogacy” is allowed – when a consenting 
female family member bears a child for a childless het-
erosexual Indian couple without pay.
But what impact are bans on commercial surrogacy 
having for women who work in the reproductive industry?
Downsides of commercial surrogacy
Some bioethicists and feminists have welcomed bans 
on commercial surrogacy. They argue that it’s unethical 
to build businesses on women’s reproductive capacities.

Surrogacy businesses in India almost exclusively 
focused on the needs of  the client. Destinations such 
as India became popular precisely because they offered 
surrogacy at bargain basement prices by paying sur-
rogate mothers less. They offered preterm childbirth 
through cesarean surgeries in order to accommodate 
clients’ availability to take time off  from work. They 
created barriers between surrogate mothers and cli-
ents to minimize the emotional costs for clients. This 
allowed clients to leave India with their babies – no 

strings attached.
Many bioethicists believe that selling pregnancy as 

a service is untenable because it puts a price on human 
body parts and life. Commercial surrogacy, they note, 
results in the devaluation of  women and children and 
the eventual degradation of  society. Thus, removing 
cash payment for surrogacy and instead endorsing it as 
an altruistic, gift-like exchange between transactors is 
seen as more ethical.

These arguments carry weight. Countries like Cana-
da and Australia allow only altruistic surrogacy.
Downsides of bans
Like other countries that provide commercial surro-
gacy, there were no legal requirements in India to pro-
vide statistics on how many clinics provided surrogacy 
services, the number of  clients or women employed. 
What we do know is that the ban has slowed a brisk 
global trade in Indian working-class women’s repro-
ductive capacities that is estimated to have garnered 
anywhere from $400 million to $1 billion per year. 
The baby trade, however, does not stop with bans on 
commercial surrogacy. Instead, infertility clinics jump 
through legal loopholes by moving surrogate mothers 
across borders. These movements expose surrogate 
mothers to great risks.

For example, when India first banned surrogacy 
for gay couples in 2012, various infertility businesses 
in Delhi continued to sign on gay clients from all over 
the world. Clients shipped their frozen sperm to Delhi, 
which was used to fertilize eggs from Indian donors. 
The resulting embryos, legally belonging to the gay 
men, were implanted into Indian surrogate mothers. 
To avoid the ban, infertility clinics then moved surro-
gate mothers across international borders into Nepal. 
There, they gave birth and clients arrived to pick up 

their children.
This emerging trade route between Delhi and Kath-

mandu halted when an earthquake hit Nepal on April 
25, 2015, killing 8,000 people and injuring more than 
21,000. While various governments airlifted babies be-
longing to their citizens, the fate of  the Indian mothers 
and how they got back home remains unclear.

I learned more about this type of  workaround in 
conversations with a Mumbai-based infertility special-
ist in September 2015. The specialist, who will remain 
anonymous to protect confidentiality, revealed that he 
was recruiting surrogate mothers from Kenya to come 
to Mumbai. Through in vitro fertilization, he implanted 
the Kenyan women with embryos belonging to gay men. 
The women were then flown back to Nairobi after com-
pleting 24 weeks of  pregnancy in India. They birthed 
babies in designated hospitals in Nairobi, from where 
gay father clients picked up the babies. The Mumbai doc-
tor maintained that he had not broken the law, because 
technically, he had not interacted with gay clients within 
Indian territory, and all he had provided was in vitro fer-
tilization for Kenyan “health-care” seekers.

News reports have documented a similar effect in 
Cambodia, where the government has begun to crack 
down on surrogacy earlier this year. Now, surrogate 
mothers from Phnom Penh are being sent to Bangkok, 
Thailand to deliver babies. Thai law bans commercial 
surrogacy transactions, but enforcement agencies are 
unable to distinguish surrogate mothers in hospitals 
from other pregnant women. Cambodian surrogate 
mothers are also being sent to Laos, where there are no 
laws, to deliver babies in clinics staffed by Thai doctors 
who once worked in Thailand when commercial sur-
rogacy was still legal there.

Under these circumstances, women are far more 
vulnerable than before. They are wholly dependent on 

agencies that have brought them into countries where 
they are strangers and unfamiliar with the language, 
culture and social norms. Surrogacy agencies provide 
them with housing and food in these foreign countries. 
And they control the money. As a result, the women are 
powerless to terminate their contracts, or go back home 
if  they choose to do so. They are isolated from friends 
and family and have no legal recourse to address finan-
cial abuses or medical malpractice.
Human rights of surrogate mothers
Country-specific bans do nothing to alleviate the vulner-
ability of  working-class women across poor countries. 
Instead, these bans create situations where women may 
be exposed to far deeper mistreatment and exploitation. 
Governments might want to reconsider bans on com-
mercial surrogacy.

One option is to negotiate multilateral agreements 
between countries to govern global surrogacy. Such 
international law would need to balance the rights of  
persons pursuing parenthood, children’s rights and sur-
rogate mothers’ rights. But because of  differences in 
countries’ norms on gay rights and surrogacy, interna-
tional agreements are difficult to forge.

A more pragmatic solution for countries like India 
and Thailand would be to legalize commercial sur-
rogacy but regulate it heavily. Rather than bans, gov-
ernments should consider laws that uphold surrogate 
mothers’ sense of  dignity and bodily integrity. Surro-
gate mothers should be treated as full human beings 
who have the right to choose how they get pregnant, 
the right to opt out of  medical interventions, the right 
to refuse cesarean surgeries and the right to maintain 
contact with the babies they birthed. Commercial sur-
rogacy is tenable only if  surrogate mothers’ emotional, 
physical and intellectual well-being is respected.
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Senior journalist Vinod Verma arrested

Sitharaman meets French 
counterpart on boosting defence ties

Future of country’s economy 
depends on Digital India — Kovind

SC allows Centre to withraw forces from trouble-hit Darjeeling

No need for creamy layer 
provision in ST quota — NCST

Priority is to prevent 
Kashmir from turning into 
Syria — New interlocutor

Bluewhale: SC asks DD to make prog. for prime time show

Ghaziabad/Raipur, Oct. 27 
(PTI): Senior journalist Vinod 
Verma was arrested by the Chhat-
tisgarh Police from his Ghaziabad 
residence early today for suspected 
blackmail and extortion related to 
a “sex CD” allegedly involving a 
state minister, who called it “fake” 
and an attempt at character as-
sasination.

Verma, who earlier worked 
with BBC Hindi service and Amar 
Ujala, was denied bail and Chhat-
tisgarh police was given his transit 
remand till October 30 after he 
was produced before Chief  Ju-
dicial Magistrate (CJM) Archna 
in Ghaziabad in Uttar Pradesh. 
Verma is also a member of Editors 
Guild of India.

Raipur Superintendent of Po-
lice Sanjeev Shukla claimed that 
about 500 “porn” CDs, Rs 2 lakh 
in cash, a pen drive, a laptop and a 
diary were seized from the journal-
ist’s residence, who was picked up 
at 3.30 am from Mahagun Man-
sion Apartments in Indirapuram 
by a team of  the Chhattisgarh 
Police with the help of the Ghaz-
iabad Police.

The SP said that Verma has 
been booked under Section 67 
(A) Information Technology (IT) 
Act for possessing pornographic 
material.

As Verma was being escorted 
by police, he claimed that the 
Chhattisgarh government was not 
happy with him as it suspected that 

he had a “sex CD of Chhattisgarh 
PWD minister Rajesh Munot” and 
suggested he was being framed.

Munot said the CD was “fake” 
and an “attempt at character as-
sassination” even as the BJP and 
the Congress traded charges over 
the issue.

Addressing a press conference 
in Raipur, Munot demanded that 
the CD be examined for its genu-
ineness and action taken against 
those involved in this “conspiracy”.

Chhattisgarah BJP spokes-
person Shivratan Sharma alleged 
that state Congress chief Bhupesh 
Baghel was part of the “conspira-
cy” involving the “fake CD”.

“If  Bhupesh Baghel had the 
CD he should have approached 
police and registered a case,” the 
BJP leader said, alleging, that the 
whole purpose of the conspiracy 
was blackmailing.

Sharma and Munot also ques-
tioned as to why “500 copies of the 
CD were made” by the journalist.

On the other hand, Baghel de-
manded the minister’s resignation 
over the issue and claimed that the 
FIR didn’t name Vinod Verma.

He said a case of blackmail and 
extortion was registered at Pandri 
police station in Raipur district 
of Chhattisgarh following a com-
plaint by one Prakash Bajaj who 
said that he “was being harassed 
over phone by an unidentified 
caller who told him that he had a 
CD of his master”.

Bajaj had told the police that 
the caller threatened to distribute 
the CD if he was not given what 
he asked for, Shukla said, adding 
search teams were sent to Delhi to 
trace the scribe.

“During the probe, the police 
came to know about a shop where 
the CD in question was copied. 
The shopkeeper told the police 
that one Vinod Verma had got 
1,000 copies made of  the CD,” 
Shukla said.

They then contacted their 
Ghaziabad counterparts and ar-
rested the scribe from his house, 

and recovered the CDs and other 
material, he said.

Shukla said Verma has been 
booked under the Information 
Technology (IT) Act.

As news of the arrest spread, 
many senior journalists from the 
electronic and print media gath-
ered outside the Ghaziabad police 
station.

AAP leader and former jour-
nalist Ashutosh termed the devel-
opment an “attack on the press” 

Asked about accusations that 
he was making CDs, Verma told 
journalists while being taken from 

the Indirapuram Police Station to 
court, “just pen drive... nothing 
else. I have nothing to with CDs. 
The CD is in the public domain.” 

The Congress accused the BJP 
of  squeezing press freedom and 
demanded immediate release of  
the scribe.

Senior Congress spokesperson 
Ajay Maken also demanded a 
judicial probe into the “serious 
sex-related allegations” against the 
Chhattisgarh minister, which, he 
added, were being investigated by 
the journalist.

BJP spokesperson G V L Nar-
asimha Rao hit back at Maken, 
saying it was shameful that the 
opposition party was confusing 
media freedom with criminal 
activities.

Supreme Court advocate and 
Congress leader Naseeb Ahmed 
Khan Pathan appeared along 
with two other lawyers for Verma 
and moved a bail plea in the CJM 
court.

Pathan told reporters Verma’s 
bail plea has been rejected and 
transit remand has been granted to 
Chhattisgarh police.

“Vinod Verma would be pro-
duced before the district court of  
Raipur on October 30 and a fresh 
bail application will be moved,” the 
defence lawyer said. 

Sanjay Singh, investigating 
officer and inspector of  Crime 
Branch Raipur, sought transit re-
mand of Verma.

New Delhi ,  Oct .  27 
(IANS): India and France 
on Friday reviewed initia-
tives to enhance bilateral 
defence cooperation, as De-
fence Minister Nirmala Sith-
araman held talks with her 
French counterpart Florence 
Parly in the national capital.

An official statement 
from the Defence Ministry 
said the two ministers “re-
viewed ongoing initiatives 
to further strengthen bilat-
eral defence cooperation as 
a key pillar of the strategic 
partnership between India 
and France”. 

A slew of issues includ-
ing the ongoing defence 
deals, as well as that for 36 
Rafale fighter jets, industrial 
and technological partner-
ship under the Make in In-
dia initiative, the regional 
security situation, including 
terrorism, and the overall 
global security scenario fig-
ured in the talks.

Defence operational co-
operation, specially in the 
field of  maritime security, 
joint exercises of the armed 
forces, were among the is-
sues in focus, at a time when 
the Chinese Navy has been 
increasing its presence in the 
Indian Ocean Region.

“Recognising the grow-
ing significance of maritime 
security in the Indo-Pacific 
and the need for greater 
maritime domain aware-
ness, India and France will 
further expand information 
sharing arrangements build-
ing upon the Technical Ar-
rangement on Exchange of  
White Shipping information 

signed earlier this year,” the 
statement said.

“A range of measures to 
expand military to military 
ties, including enhancing the 
scope of their joint exercises, 
in particular the Varuna 
naval exercise scheduled 
in early 2018, were agreed 
upon. Both countries will 
also actively explore addi-
tional measures to facilitate 
operational level interac-
tions between their respec-
tive armed forces,” the state-
ment said.

The ministers reiterated 
their strong intention to fur-
ther expand bilateral cooper-
ation on counter- terrorism.

They also “comprehen-
sively reviewed” develop-
ments in defence equipment 
and industry cooperation, 
where France is a major 
partner. They agreed to 
strongly support projects 

for defence manufacturing 
under the Make in India 
initiative as well as promote 
defence technology and Re-
search and Development 
cooperation, the statement 
added.

The possibility of  an-
other deal for additional 
36 Rafale jets for India is 
expected to have figured in 
the talks, though there was 
no official confirmation.

On Friday morning, Par-
ly paid tributes at the Amar 
Jawan Jyoti at Indian Gate, 
and was accorded a Guard 
of Honour in the lawns of  
South Block, which homes 
the Defence Ministry.

A statement from the 
French Embassy on Thurs-
day called India the “fore-
most Asian strategic part-
ner” and said the Minister’s 
visit was aimed at strength-
ening all aspects of France’s 

fast developing defence co-
operation with India.

Parly later went to 
Nagpur on Friday evening, 
where she participated in 
the foundation stone-laying 
ceremony of Dassault Reli-
ance Aerospace Limited 
(DRAL) by its joint promot-
ers, along with Reliance 
Group Chairman Anil Am-
bani and CMD - Dassault 
Aviation Eric Trappier.

DRAL will be part of  
the upcoming Aerospace 
Park in Nagpur and plans to 
develop an indigenous value-
added supply chain, thereby 
building a strong base for 
the success of  the Rafale 
programme under the Make 
in India initiative.

On Saturday, Parly 
will call on Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi for wide-
ranging talks ahead of  the 
State visit of President Em-
manuel Macron. She will 
also meet National Security 
Advisor Ajit Doval.

She would also visit the 
Mazagon Dock Shipbuild-
ers Limited in Mumbai, 
were the Scorpene subma-
rines are being made, and 
also visit the Western Naval 
Command.

The Scorpene subma-
rines are being built with 
transfer of technology under 
the P75 project by MDL, in 
collaboration with French 
shipbuilding major, Naval 
Group (formerly DCNS). 

She will also board the 
INS Kalvari, the first of the 
six Scorpene submarines to 
have been delivered to the 
Indian Navy.

Thiruvananthapuram, Oct. 
27 (PTI): President Ram 
Nath Kovind today said 
the future of  the country’s 
economy and employment 
creation depends heavily 
on the success the nation 
achieves with Digital India.

Speaking after launching 
the Kerala government’s am-
bitious Technocity project 
near here, he said the jobs 
of  tomorrow would come 
more and more from digital 
services and other opportu-
nities that were derived from 
the internet.

Kovind also said that 
Kerala, with its inherent 
resources and strength, was 
a potential powerhouse of  
digital India.

The President lavished 
praise on the southern state’s 
achievements in health, edu-
cation, tourism and IT sec-
tors. 

Stating that Kerala’s IT 
sector has been growing, he 
said the state government 
is taking steps to bridge the 
digital gap by providing free 
Internet.

Technocity, coming 
up on a 400 acre campus 
at nearby Pallippuram, is 
aimed at fostering emerging 
and high-end technologies 
and research and develop-

ment in this regard.
The President laid the 

foundation stone for the 
first government IT building 
at the campus by unveil-
ing a plaque in the pres-
ence of  Chief  Minister Pi-
narayi Vijayan, Governor P 
Sathasivam, state Minister 
Kadakampally Surendran 
and other top state govern-
ment officials.

Chief  Minister Vijayan 
said the new government IT 
building was planned to be 
commissioned in 2019 and 
that it is expected to generate 
an additional one lakh jobs.

He said the upcoming 
Technocity would lay thrust 
on cognitive analysis, arti-
ficial intelligence, mobile 
technology, space analysis 
and so on, which would dif-
ferentiate the IT park from 
other conventional ones.

Technocity will unfold 
as an integrated IT town-
ship with IT/IT Enabled 
Services (ITeS) office spaces, 
commercial spaces and edu-
cational institutions.

Once Technocity is 
operational, an additional 
1,00,000 employment op-
portunities from leading and 
upcoming IT companies are 
expected to be generated in 
the state.

New Delhi, Oct. 27 (PTI): The Su-
preme Court today allowed the Centre 
to withdraw seven of the 15 companies 
of Central Armed Paramilitary Forces 
(CAPF) from strife-torn Darjeeling and 
Kalimpong districts of  West Bengal 
for being used for election duties in 
Himachal Pradesh and Gujarat.

A bench, headed by Chief Justice 
Dipak Misra, asked West Bengal gov-
ernment to respond within a week to 
the Centre’s appeal against the Calcutta 

High Court order directing it to allow 
all 15 companies of paramilitary forces 
to remain in the state.

The bench, which also comprised 
Justices A M Khanwilkar and D Y 
Chandrachud, stayed the pending 
proceedings before the Calcutta High 
Court saying it will deal with the case 
“in a holistic manner”.

The court has now fixed the appeal 
of  the Centre for further hearing on 
November 27.

The Calcutta High Court had 
stayed the withdrawal of CAPF from 
the Darjeeling hills, the scene of  un-
rest over the statehood demand, till 
October 27 after the state government 
approached it against the Centre’s 
decision.

The high court had on July 14 di-
rected the Centre to deploy four more 
companies of  CAPF in addition to 
the 11 that was already present in the 
hills then. 

Bhopal, Oct. 27 (PTI): The 
National Commission for 
Scheduled Tribes (NCST) 
today said exclusion of  
`creamy layer’ from the res-
ervations for the STs is not 
called for.

“There is no require-
ment (of creamy layer provi-
sion in the reservations for 
the scheduled tribes), and 
no such subject is being dis-
cussed by the commission. 
A lot is yet to be done for 
the welfare of STs,” NCST 
chairman Nand Kumar Sai 
said at a press conference 
here.

He was replying to a 
question about whether 
the creamy layer provision 
should be introduced in the 
ST reservations.

The NCST will be writ-
ing to the states to speed up 
the working of  state-level 
screening committees which 
take final decision on the 
validity of caste certificates, 
he said.

“We have told officials 
of  the Madhya Pradesh 
government to speed up 
the working of  state-level 
screening committee. We 
are going to write to all the 
states to dispose of  pend-
ing cases of  doubtful caste 
certificates,” he said.

NCST deputy chairper-
son Anusuiya Uikey said 
the commission is going to 
file a petition in the apex 
court, seeking early disposal 
of cases related to fake caste 
certificates which land in 
high courts.

“(Often) Accused per-
sons seek stay orders from 
the high court in cases of  

fake caste certificates. We 
will file a petition in the 
Supreme Court seeking a 
directive for high courts 
that such cases be disposed 
of  at the earliest,” Uikey 
said.

To a question, Uikey 
alleged that there is “ram-
pant corruption” in the 
implementation of  wel-
fare schemes in Madhya 
Pradesh’s tribal areas.

“A huge amount of  
money has been spent for 
the welfare and development 
of tribal areas. But there are 
no water, school, health 
facilities for them. There are 
no teachers in tribal schools. 
Where is this money going?” 
she asked.

“There is rampant cor-
ruption in the implementa-
tion of schemes for the tribal 
community. (Guilty) Offi-
cials at the lower level should 
be removed,” she said.

Earlier in the day, the 
NCST heard complaints of  
members of tribal communi-
ties from across the state.

Sai said the NCST has 
received several complaints 
from the state about lands 
owned by members of tribal 
communities being sold il-
legally. There are also com-
plaints that general category 
candidates were appointed 
to posts reserved for the STs, 
he said.

“We have forwarded all 
these complaints to the state 
government and directed of-
ficials to sort out these issues 
at the earliest,” he added.

To a question, the NCST 
chairman said that “tribals 
are Hindus”.

New Delh i ,  Oct .  27 
(IANS): The biggest chal-
lenge and the top priority 
in Kashmir are to deradi-
calize Kashmiri youth and 
militants and prevent it 
from turning into a Syria 
of  India, says Dineshwar 
Sharma, the newly-named 
interlocutor for talks in 
Jammu and Kashmir.

An old Kashmir hand, 
who headed the Intel-
ligence Bureau (IB) for 
two years from December 
2015, Sharma says his 
mission to bring an end 
to violence would also 
include talking to anyone 
“even a rickshaw puller 
or a cart puller” who can 
contribute so that peace 
is ushered in the state “as 
soon as possible”.

He says he is person-
ally pained to see the path 
Kashmiris, particularly 
youth, have chosen that 
would only destroy the 
society. 

“I feel the pain and 
sometimes I become emo-
tional also. I want to see 
this kind of  violence ends 
as soon as possible from 
all sides. The youth of  
Kashmir like Zakir Musa 
(Kashmir Al Qaeda chief) 
and Burhan Wani (slain 
Hizbul Mujahideen com-
mander) get hype when 
they talk about (establish-
ing Islamic) Caliphate,” 
Sharma told IANS in an 
interview, referring to the 
new-age Kashmir militant 
commanders.

He said the way youth 
of  Kashmir were moving, 
“which is radicalization”, 
would ultimately “finish 
the Kashmir society itself. 

“I am worried about 
the people of  Kashmir. If  
all this picked up, the situ-
ation will be like Yemen, 
Syria and Libya. People 
will start fighting in so 
many groups. So, it is very 
important that everybody, 
all of  us, contribute so that 
suffering of  Kashmiris 
end. 

“I will have to convince 
the youth of  Kashmir that 
they are only ruining their 
future and the future of  all 
Kashmiris in the name of  
whether they call it azadi 
(independence), Islamic 
caliphate or Islam. You 
can take examples like Pa-
kistan, Libya, Yemen or 
any country where such 
things are going. They have 
become the most violent 
places in the world. So, I 
want to see that it doesn’t 
happen in India.” 

The former IPS officer, 
who led the spy agency’s 
“Islamist Terrorism Desk” 
between 2003 and 2005, 
was named on Monday to 
open talks in a bid to end 
the nearly three-decade-old 
insurgency in Kashmir.

When the IB was inves-
tigating the fledgling mod-
ules of  the Islamic State in 
Kerala, Maharashtra and 
Andhra Pradesh in 2015, 
Sharma is widely known 
to have advocated a policy 
of  arresting the problem by 
counselling and reforming, 
instead of  arresting the po-
tential recruits of  the global 
terror network.

The soft-spoken intel-
ligence veteran is known 
to have established friendly 
relationships with arrested 
militants in a bid to reform 
them when he was As-
sistant Director IB from 
1992-94 - the time when 
militancy was at its peak in 

Jammu and Kashmir.
Serving in Kashmir as 

an IB man, Sharma was 
instrumental in the arrest 
of  then Hizbul Mujahideen 
commander Master Ahsan 
Dar in 1993 after he broke 
away from Syed Salahud-
din - the Hizb chief  based 
in Pakistan-administered 
Kashmir.

He recalled how he had 
met Dar in Srinagar jails 
and how the militant com-
mander asked him to bring 
his daughter and son to 
meet him in the prison. “I 
actually took them to meet 
him.”

Asked If  he had identi-
fied the way to reach out 
to the youth in Kashmir, 
Sharma said he was still 
working out the modali-
ties.

“I am open to talking to 
everybody. Anybody who 
believes in peace and wants 
to come and give me some 
ideas how to go about, I am 
willing to listen. He can be 
an ordinary student, ordi-
nary youth, a rickshawwala 
or a thelawala with some 
good idea. I will consider 
that.”

He was asked if  he 
had started reaching out to 
Hurriyat leaders, who have 
maintained silence over his 
appointment even though 
they had dropped hints 
in their statements about 
engaging in “constructive” 
talks with the government 
of  India after some of  their 
aides were arrested in ter-
ror funding case.

Sharma cautiously re-
plied: “Let me see. I am 
ready to talk to everybody. 
Anybody who wants to 
contribute to peace.”

Replying to a query 
that  radical isat ion of  
Kashmiri youth was a 
more recent phenomenon 
than the problem of  Kash-
mir itself, Sharma said the 
state was almost at peace 
before the 2008 unrest 
over a land row and the 
2016 wave of  violent street 
protests after the killing of  
Burhan Wani.

“Somehow the minds 
of  youths and students 
have been diverted some-
where else. That is the point 
of  address. I have seen the 
violence in Kashmir from 
very close quarters. I was 
posted in Srinagar. So the 
kind of  violence I have 
seen, I am really pained. I 
am very sad.”

Commenting on the 
previous attempts by the 
government of  nominat-
ing peace emissaries and 
other initiatives to solve 
the problem, he said he 
would “desperately like to 
try some new ideas”.

“I am studying the re-
ports (of  previous inter-
locutors) but other than 
that I am trying to see some 
new ideas.” 

Kashmir is not Shar-
ma’s first assignment of  
brokering peace. In June 
this year, he was tasked 
to initiate a dialogue with 
insurgent groups in As-
sam, including the United 
Liberation Front of  Assam 
(ULFA) and those repre-
senting Bodos. 

Asked over any differ-
ence between his previous 
peace brokering assign-
ment and the new one, he 
said; “The big difference 
is that there is not any in-
volvement of  Pakistan and 
any third country in the 
northeast.”

New Delhi, Oct. 27 (PTI): The Su-
preme Court today asked Doord-
arshan to produce a 10-minute 
educational show on the perils of  
virtual dare games like Blue Whale 
Challenge within a week and 
directed the Centre to ensure that 
children do not fall prey to such 
dangerous activities online.

A bench headed by Chief Jus-
tice Dipak Misra said “lonely” and 
“depressed” children are usually 
attracted towards such dangerous 
games and asked the Centre to 
take steps to ensure that no such 
deaths recur.

“How you (Centre) will do 
it, we are not concerned. But you 
must do it,” the bench, headed 
by Chief  Justice Dipak Misra 
and comprising Justices A M 
Khanwilkar and D Y Chandra-
chud, said, adding that such online 
games posed danger to life and they 
must be “contained”.

The top court said the edu-
cational TV programme should 
be shown not only by the public 
broadcaster Doordarshan but all 
private channels on prime time.

Terming visual medium as 
being most “effective”, it said 
“Doordarshan shall prepare a pro-
gramme in consultation with the 
Ministries of  Women and Child 
Development and the Human Re-
source Development within one 
week to educate children about 
the evils of  Blue Whale game so 
that they are not involved in that 
game.” 

Additional Solicitor General 
P S Narasimha, appearing for 
the Centre, said around 28 cases 
relating to such games have been 
reported so far in the country and 
the agencies are probing them. He 
sought three weeks time to file a 
reply.

The law officer said the Minis-

try of Electronics and Information 
Technology has set up a committee 
to deal with the issue and informa-
tion was being sought from various 
service providers and steps would 
be taken to ensure that such inci-
dents do not recur.

The bench granted three weeks 
to the Centre to file a detailed af-
fidavit indicating steps taken by 
the concerned ministries including 
the Ministry of Home Affairs and 
fixed the PIL for further hearing on 
November 20.

The bench was hearing a PIL 
filed by lawyer Sneha Kalita, 
seeking framing of  guidelines to 
regulate and monitor virtual dig-
ital on line games like Blue Whale 
and other life- threatening online 
games.

Earlier, the court had asked the 
government to set up a panel of  
experts to block virtual dare games 
like Blue Whale Challenge which 

has allegedly led to several suicidal 
deaths.

It had also sought the re-
sponse on the plea seeking to 
firewall such life threatening 
and violent games existing in the 
cyber world like ‘Choking game’, 
‘Salt and Ice Challenge’, ‘Fire 
Challenge’, ‘Cutting challenge’, 
‘Eyeball challenge’ and ‘Human 
Embroidery game’.

Firewall is a system designed 
to prevent unauthorised access 
to or from a private network by 
controlling incoming and outgoing 
network traffic.

The PIL had sought directions 
to intermediaries, particularly 
network service providers (NSPs), 
internet service providers (ISP), 
Web Hosting Service Providers, 
cyber cafes to observe due diligence 
and take steps to inform all users of  
computer resources “not to host, 
display, upload and share any vir-

tual digital games which is grossly 
harmful and life threatening and 
morally degrading.” 

It also sought a direction to 
the government to improve “the 
filtering services at Indian Shores 
like having firewalls in each Cable 
landing Station or having DNS 
Blocking wall with brain scan-
ner (at underground submarine 
optical fibre cable connecting the 
operators abroad) to be installed at 
Indian shores to prevent and filter 
the virtual online games which are 
harmful and life threatening and 
morally degrading.” 

Cable landing stations are loca-
tions where a submarine telecom-
munications cables and submarine 
power cables make a landfall. A 
submarine communications cable 
is a cable laid on the sea bed be-
tween land-based stations to carry 
telecommunication signals across 
stretches of ocean.

PTI

Former BBC journalist Vinod Verma being arrested by Chha sgarh Police from his 
Ghaziabad residence on Friday morning over charges of blackmail and extor on, in 
Ghaziabad on Friday.

French Defence Minister Florence Parly inspects a guard of honour 
on her arrival at the South Block  in New Delhi on Friday.
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 U.S. Defense Secretary Jim Ma s, center front, and South Korean Defense Minister Song Young-moo, le , 
visit Observa on Post Ouelle e in Paju near the truce village of Panmunjom in the Demilitarized Zone 
(DMZ) on the border between North and South Korea Friday, Oct. 27, 2017.

NEWS IN BRIEF
Putin takes part in Russian military 
drills, fires missiles
Moscow, Oct. 27 (PTI/AP): The Kremlin says 
President Vladimir Putin has taken part in major military 
drills and personally launched four ballistic missiles as 
part of the exercises.Russian news agencies quoted Putin 
spokesman Dmitry Peskov today as saying that Putin 
participated in yesterday’s training which was aimed at 
testing Russia’s strategic nuclear arsenal.The Defence 
Ministry said yesterday that three ballistic missiles 
were fired from nuclear submarines and one from a 
launchpad in Russia’s northwest as part of  the drills.
Earlier this month, Russia conducted exercises involving 
intercontinental ballistic missile launchers.

Iran’s top leader says US ‘untrustworthy’
Tehran, Oct. 26 (IANS):  Iran’s top leader Ayatollah 
Ali Khamenei on Thursday said that his neighbouring 
countries should be vigilant as per what he called the 
US “plots”, Press TV reported.Iran supports the Iraqi 
government’s efforts to develop ties with regional 
states, Khamenei said at a Thursday meeting with 
visiting Iraqi Prime Minister Haider al-Abadi here in 
Tehran.“Americans created the Islamic State themselves, 
but now that the terrorists have been defeated by the Iraqi 
government and people, they pretend to be supportive of  
this important development,” he was quoted as saying.
The United States will, undoubtedly, not hesitate to 
harm Iraq again if they find the opportunity, Khamenei 
warned.

India’s N.Korea ties could be conduit 
for communications — Tillerson
Geneva, Oct. 27 (IANS):  India’s diplomatic relations 
with North Korea could have “value as a conduit for 
communications”, US Secretary of State Rex Tillerson 
has said. Answering a question by reporters on Thursday 
about India’s refusal to close its Pyongyang embassy, he 
said: “I think they just indicated they think that office 
has value as a conduit for communications.” Asked if  
he agreed with that assessment, he replied: “It could. It 
might.”His statement appeared to give weight to India’s 
External Affairs Minister Sushma Swaraj’s assertion that 
it could be in US’ interests for India to maintain a mission 
in North Korea.At a joint news conference in New Delhi 
on Wednesday, Sushma Swaraj said that ties with North 
Korea had come up in their talks amid Washington’s 
efforts to totally isolate that country.Tensions have 
been on the rise between the US and North Korea with 
Pyongyang testing nuclear weapons and missiles capable 
of reaching major US cities. North Korean leader Kim 
Jong-un has directly threatened the US and its President 
Donald Trump of retaliation.

EU supports Afghanistan ‘making 
own decisions’ — Envoy
Kabul, Oct. 26 (IANS):  The European Union (EU) is 
committed that Afghanistan will make its own decisions, 
own efforts and own actions, the visiting EU Special 
Envoy for Afghanistan said on Thursday.Roland Kobia, 
who paid his first visit to the country, told reporters here 
that the EU strategy on Afghanistan was adopted by the 
28 ministers of foreign affairs of the EU as a high level 
document, which is a significant sign of the continued 
European engagement with Afghanistan, Xinhua 
reported.Kobia added that his appointment as the EU 
special envoy takes place at a very key moment for EU’s 
engagement, which is the EU strategy that was adopted 
on October 16 this year.

Russian copter with eight people 
goes down in sea in Norway
Oslo, Oct. 26 (IANS):  A Russian helicopter with eight 
people on board went down into the sea on Thursday 
about two to three km from Barentsburg, a settlement 
on the Norwegian archipelago of Svalbard in the Arctic 
Ocean, Norwegian rescue services said.The helicopter 
was reported missing at 3.35 p.m. and confirmed having 
gone down at 3.45 p.m. the Joint Rescue Coordination 
Centres (JRCC) in Northern Norway said on Twitter, 
Xinhua reported.The helicopter had been flying 
from Pyramid, a Russian settlement on Svalbard, to 
Barentsburg, the rescue services said.

Pyongyang to release South 
Korean fishing boat, crew
Pyongyang, Oct. 27 (IANS):  North Korea has 
announced it will release on Friday a South Korean 
fishing boat and its crew captured last week for “illegally” 
sailing into its waters, a state media report said.The vessel 
and its crew would be released “at the military boundary 
in the East Sea”, the Korean Central News Agency 
(KCNA) said.North Korea “decided to repatriate the 
boat and its crew from the humanitarian point of view, 
taking into account the fact that all the crewmen honestly 
admitted their offence, repeatedly apologizing and asking 
for leniency”, Xinhua news agency quoted the KCNA 
report as saying.

AP/PTI

Spain’s Prime Minister Mariano Rajoy acknowledges applause from 
the chamber a er a speech at the Senate in Madrid, Spain, Friday, 
Oct. 27, 2017

We don’t want war, seek denuclearization 
of Korea — US Defence Secretary 

Australian Deputy PM 
disqualied over dual citizenship 

Trump delays release of some JFK documents for security concerns Pakistan journalist attacked

Under 34% turnout in Kenyan 
Presidential election re-run

Activists fear more crackdowns 
in Xi Jingping ‘new era’

Iraqi forces, Kurdish Peshmerga 
reach ceasere — US-led coalition

Catalan lawmakers vote for independence, 
Spanish Prime Minister calls for ‘calm’

Seoul, Oct. 27 (IANS):  Vis-
iting US Defence Secretary 
James Mattis on Friday said 
that the American govern-
ment does not want a war 
with North Korea, but rather 
initiate a process to achieve 
a complete denuclearisation 
of the Korean peninsula.

Mattis made the remarks 
on the first day of  his trip 
to South Korea, during his 
visit to a border guard post 
and the Joint Security Area, 
which is part of  the De-
militarized Zone (DMZ) 
that divides the two Ko-
reas.Standing several meters 
away from North Korea, 
he urged the Kim Jong-un 
regime to halt provocations 
that threaten others “with 
catastrophe”, reports Yon-
hap News Agency

“As Secretary of  State 
(Rex) Tillerson has made 
clear, our goal is not war but 
rather the complete, verifi-
able and irreversible denu-
clearization of  the Korean 
Peninsula,” the Pentagon 

chief  said at the truce vil-
lage of  Panmunjom inside 
the DMZ.He stressed his 
unprecedented DMZ visit 
highlights the “stark dif-
ference” between the two 
Koreas.North Korea is rid-
den with an “oppressive re-
gime” that shackles its peo-
ple, while the South boasts a 
vibrant, thriving democracy 

and free society, he pointed 
out.

In response to Mattis, 
South Korean Defence Min-
ister Song Young-moo em-
phasised that North Korea’s 
nuke and ballistic missiles 
are “weapons that can’t be 
used”.

“If  it does, it will face 
retaliation by the strong 

combined force of  South 
Korea and the US,” he said.
The minister said he and the 
secretary are here togeth-
er to confirm the ironclad 
alliance “without a single 
inch of error”.He called on 
Pyongyang to return to inter-
Korean dialogue as early as 
possible.

Song said Panmunjom 

was once a venue for talks 
between the two Koreas and 
armistice negotiations that 
effectively ended the 1950-53 
Korean War.“But now, all 
dialogue is in a state of being 
severed,” he added.Earlier 
on Friday, Mattis visited two 
US military installations, 
Osan airbase and the Yong-
son garrison in Seoul.

The secretary had come 
to South Korea from Thai-
land, where he attended the 
funeral of late King Bhumi-
bol Adulyadej on Thursday.

Mattis’ trip to the region 
comes ahead of  US Presi-
dent Donald Trump’s visit 
to Asia next week.

Trump will most likely 
forgo a visit to the heav-
ily fortified border between 
North and South Korea, a 
senior White House official 
said earlier this week, CNN 
reported.Citing schedul-
ing conflicts in an already 
jammed itinerary, the official 
did not rule out entirely a 
visit to the DMZ.

Islamabad, Oct. 27 (PTI): 
An outspoken Pakistani 
journalist working with a 
prominent English daily was 
attacked with iron rods by 
some bike-borne assailants 
here today, leaving him seri-
ously injured.

Ahmad Noorani, who 
works as a senior corre-
spondent with The News 
International, was pulled 
out of  his car and brutally 
thrashed by the accused 
on a busy road.The paper 
is owned by the Jang me-
dia group, which also owns 
Geo television channels.Geo 
News reported that Noora-
ni, who was on his way 
home in Islamabad from 
Rawalpindi, was stopped 
by three bike-borne men on 
the Khayabane Suharwardy 
road.As they dragged him 
out of  his car, three others 
joined them and they merci-
lessly hit him with iron rods.

The attackers fled on 
two motorcycles when some 
bystanders gathered and 
raised an alarm.Noorani 
was rushed to a nearby hos-
pital with severe head inju-
ries. Doctors said that his 
condition was critical.

Current Affairs Chief  

of  the media house Rana 
Jawed said that he has re-
ceived serious injuries on his 
head.“Doctors have decided 
to keep him under close 
observation for the next 24 
hours,” he said.No one has 
claimed the responsibility 
of  the attack which seems 
to be an effort to silence the 
media which is critical of  
several powerful elements in 
the country.

State Interior Minister 
Tallal Chaudhry has ordered 
the police to scan video foot-
ages, if  any, and bring the 
attackers to book.Former 
prime minister Nawaz 
Sharif ’s brother and Punjab 
Chief  Minister Shehbaz 
Sharif  and State Informa-
tion Minister Marriyum 
Aurangzeb also condemned 
the attack and termed it an 
assault on the freedom of  
expression.According to the 
2017 World Press Freedom 
Index compiled by RSF, 
Pakistan ranks at 139 out of  
180 countries.

At least 117 journalists 
have been killed in the past 
15 years in Pakistan, and 
of  these, only three cases 
were taken up in the judicial 
courts.

Nairobi, Oct. 27 (IANS): Kenya’s Elector-
al Commission on Friday said that fewer 
than 34 per cent of  the registered voters 
participated in Thursday’s Presidential 
election re-run which was boycotted by the 
country’s main opposition, the National 
Super Alliance.

The figure was sharply down than in 
the initial poll on August 8, when nearly 
80 per cent of  the electorate voted, reports 
the BBC.

Voting has been suspended until Sat-
urday in four areas where opposition 
supporters clashed with police, the Com-
mission said.

Clashes were reported across the coun-
try on Thursday as opposition leader Raila 
Odinga had called on his supporters to 

boycott the poll.
Two people were killed in the violence, 

including a teenage boy shot by police in 
the opposition stronghold of  Kisumu. The 
Commission has seven days to declare the 
results.

President Uhuru Kenyatta was de-
clared the winner in the August vote, 
which was annulled by the Supreme Court 
and demanded a re-run citing “irregulari-
ties and illegalities”, the BBC reported.

After casting his vote on Thursday, 
Kenyatta said the country was “tired of  
electioneering” and it was “time we moved 
forward”.

At least 37 people were killed and hun-
dreds injured in clashes during the August 
election.

Baghdad, Oct. 27 (IANS): 
The US-led coalition on 
Friday confirmed that a 
ceasefire has been reached 
between the Iraqi and 
the Kurdish Peshmerga 
forces.

“What we know is that 
there is a ceasefire,” Colonel 
Ryan Dillon, spokesperson 
for the international coali-
tion, told Kurdish Rudaw 
television. “We certainly 
want that (ceasefire) to ex-
tend, to not be just a cease-
fire for a short period of  
time, but that it extends to no 
more fighting,” Dillon said.

The coalition is “en-
c o u r a g i n g  d i a l o g u e, 

through trying to get the 
right people from both 
Peshmerga and the Iraqi 
security forces. So that 
something could be worked 
out diplomatically”, Dillon 
added.

Dillon’s comments came 
a day after heavy clashes 
between the two sides on 
Thursday as the government 
troops advanced to seize 
more disputed areas outside 
the semi-autonomous region 
of  Kurdistan.On October 
16, Iraqi PM Haider al-
Abadi ordered government 
forces to enter the oil-rich 
Kirkuk province in northern 
Iraq to regain control of the 

ethnically-mixed disputed 
areas. 

The Kurds consider the 
northern Kirkuk province 
and parts of  Nineveh, Di-
yala and Salahudin prov-
inces as disputed areas and 
want them to be incor-
porated into their region, 
a move fiercely opposed 
by the Arabs and Turk-
mens in the region as well 
as Baghdad.Tensions have 
been running high between 
Baghdad and the region of  
Kurdistan after the Kurds 
held a controversial referen-
dum on the independence of  
the Kurdistan region and the 
disputed areas.

Beijing, Oct. 27 (PTI/AFP):  When Presi-
dent Xi Jinping was handed a second term at 
the helm of the Communist Party this week, 
he said China had entered a “new era”. But 
human rights activists expect the same old 
crackdowns.
Xi has increasingly stifled civil society since 
taking office in 2012, targeting everyone 
from activists to human rights lawyers and 
teachers to celebrity gossip bloggers.

In his speech to the twice-a-decade 
Communist Party congress, Xi made it clear 
that there will be no loosening of the party’s 
control over the country’s affairs during this 
“new era”, in which he envisions China 
becoming a superpower by 2050.He warned 
that social tensions and problems should be 
met with the strengthening of “governance 
based in law,” and made multiple stern warn-
ings to those supporting independence for 
semi-autonomous Hong Kong, and for self-
governing Taiwan, which Beijing considers 
a renegade province.

“We will never allow anyone, any organi-
sation, or any political party, at any time or 
in any form, to separate any part of Chinese 
territory from China,” Xi said.

In recent years and months, the govern-
ment has enacted several laws on internet 
control and other measures in the name of  
national security, giving a legal basis for its 
tightening grip on society.

It has also jailed several mainland citi-
zens who spoke out in support of  Hong 
Kong’s democracy movement and arrested 
a Taiwanese NGO worker, Lee Ming-cheh, 
putting him on trial last month for “subvert-
ing state power.”

 While Xi has also presided over efforts 
to improve the professionalism of the judici-
ary, such as raising criteria for the appoint-
ment of judges, the reforms have not led to 
better treatment of government critics.

More than 200 Chinese human rights 
lawyers and activists were detained or ques-
tioned in a police sweep in 2015 that rights 
groups called “unprecedented.” 

In July, the authorities ignored interna-
tional pleas for mercy as they refused to free 
democracy activist and Nobel Peace Prize 
laureate Liu Xiaobo before as he died of  
liver cancer.Liu’s death in custody triggered 
rage and frustration among the Chinese dis-
sident community, and engendered a sense 
of hopelessness under Xi.

Margaret Lewis, an expert in Chinese 
law at Seton Hall University, said freedoms 
protected under international treaties “are 
under constant attack in China today”.

Amnesty International researcher 
Patrick Poon said Xi’s speech last week sig-
nalled that China will continue to use its laws 
to “crack down on dissidents in the name of  
protecting national security”.

Barcelona, Oct. 27 (IANS):  
Lawmakers at the Catalan 
parliament on Friday voted 
in favour of unilaterally de-
claring independence from 
Spain. Spanish Prime Min-
ister Mariano Rajoy called 
for “calm” in the wake of  
the decision.The resolution 
was approved with 72 votes 
in favour, 10 against and 
two blank, Efe news agency 
reported.Rajoy tweeted: 
“I ask for calm from all of  
the Spaniards. The rule of  

law will restore legality in 
Catalonia.”

The Spanish Senate is 
currently debating applying 
Article 155 of  the Span-
ish Constitution to Catalo-
nia to sack Catalan leader 
Carles Puigdemont and his 
executive, and hand control 
of  Catalan institutions to 
Madrid.Lawmakers at the 
Catalan parliament earlier 
approved starting the con-
stitutional process to set the 
creation of  a new state in 

C a n b e r r a ,  O c t .  2 7 
(IANS):  A court on Fri-
day ruled that Australian 
Deputy Prime Minister 
Barnaby Joyce and four 
other polit icians were 
wrongly elected because 
they held dual citizenship, 
the media reported.

The High Court of  
Australia’s ruling means 
Joyce, Nationals leader 
Fiona Nash and One Na-
tion’s Malcolm Roberts 
were disqualified from of-
fice, reports the BBC. 

The Greens Larissa 
Waters and Scott Ludlam 
had already resigned from 
the Senate in July.

Joyce is an Austral-
ian who also held New 
Zealand nationality when 
elected, a citizenship he 
later renounced.

The ruling also means 
the ruling National Party 
loses its majority in the 
House.

S e c t i o n  4 4  o f  t h e 
country’s constitution 
stipulates that every legis-

lator must have Australian 
nationality only, reports 
Efe news.

Australia will  hold 
a by-election to replace 
Joyce, while in the Senate 
the seats will be assigned 
to other people in the par-
ties.

Joyce, who had said 
he was not aware of  his 
second citizenship, apol-
ogized to his voters in 
statements to the press 
and said that he would 
participate in the by-elec-
tion, after giving up his 
New Zealand passport in 
August.

“I had no reason to be-
lieve I was a citizen of  any 
other country but Aus-
tralia,” said the former 
Deputy Prime Minister, 
noting that he “respects 
the verdict” and the “mar-
vellous democracy, with 
all the checks and bal-
ances” of  Australia.

Joyce, like his mother, 
was born in Tamworth, 
New South Wales.

However, the politi-
cian’s father was born in 
New Zealand and im-
migrated to Australia in 
1947 as a British citizen, 
one year before the con-
cept of  Australian citizen-
ship was established.

Because of  his pater-
nal origin, the politician 
inherited New Zealand 
citizenship.

As  a  resu l t  o f  the 
r u l ing,  P r ime  Min i s -
ter Malcolm Turnbull’s 
government will have to 
negotiate with the three 
independent parliamen-
tarians to retain its major-
ity in the Lower House, at 
least until the by-election 
which is expected to be 
held next year.

Bill Shorten, leader 
of  the main opposition 
Labor Party, called for 
Turnbull’s resignation for 
his “terrible judgment”.

“Joyce broke the law 
and as a result, we now 
have a minority govern-
ment,” Shorten tweeted.

Washington, Oct. 27 (IANS): US 
President Donald Trump has delayed 
the release of  thousands of  pages of  
classified documents about John F. 
Kennedy’s assassination due to pres-
sure from the CIA, FBI and other 
federal agencies still seeking to keep 
some final secrets about the nearly 
54-year-old probe, media reports said.

However on Thursday evening, 
the President allowed the immedi-
ate release of  2,800 records by the 
National Archives, following a last-
minute scramble to meet a 25-year 
legal deadline, reports The Washing-
ton Post. 

After lobbying by national se-
curity officials, the remaining docu-
ments will be reviewed during a 180-
day period.In a statement released 
by the White House, Trump said: 
“I am ordering today that the veil 
finally be lifted. At the same time, 
executive departments and agencies 
have proposed to me that certain 
information should continue to be 
redacted because of  national security, 
law enforcement, and foreign affairs 
concerns. “I have no choice today but 
to accept those redactions rather than 
allow potentially irreversible harm to 
our nation’s security.”

The records were put online at 
7.30 p.m. on Thursday, The Washing-
ton Post reported. 

The thousands of  field reports, 
cables and interview summaries 

from dozens of  FBI, CIA and con-
gressional investigators reveal the 
minutiae of  a chase for information 
that spanned decades and covered 
continents. 

Usually typed, stamped “Secret” 
and often annotated by hand, the files 
are a paper trail of  detective grunt 
work, leads exhausted, dead-ends 
encountered, sources checked and 
re-checked.

Many of  the files highlight the 
desperate search for Lee Harvey 
Oswald’s possible connections to 
communists, Cubans, or both in the 
months before he shot Kennedy on 
November 22, 1963.Oswald, a trou-
bled former Marine who had tempo-
rarily defected to the Soviet Union at 
one point, was killed on November 
24, 1963, by nightclub owner Jack 
Ruby at Dallas police headquarters 
on live television.

Several show the FBI’s often 
extraordinary efforts to identify sus-
pected communists in the US. 

Some documents also summa-
rised internal discussions within 
Communist Party meetings after the 
assassination, discussing whether 
Oswald was innocent and whether 
communists would be blamed for 
Kennedy’s death.

The government was facing a 
Thursday deadline for disclosing the 
records, and Trump tweeted twice 
that the documents would be made 

public.
“The long anticipated release of  

the #JFKFiles will take place tomor-
row,” he tweeted on Wednesday. “So 
interesting!”

Meanwhile, some of  the mate-
rial that assassination experts had 
been most eager to review was not 
included in the documents released 
on Thursday. 

The missing records include a 
338-page file on J. Walton Moore, 
the head of  the CIA office in Dal-
las at the time of  the killing, and 
an 18-page dossier on Gordon Mc-
Clendon, a Dallas businessman who 
conferred with Ruby just before he 
shot Oswald. 

The National Archives has had 
custody of  the records since the War-
ren Commission published its inves-
tigative findings in 1964, reports The 
Washington Post.

By the early 1990s, only a sliver 
of  the Warren Commission’s papers 
- just 2  per cent - had been concealed, 
either partially or in full, according to 
the National Archives. 

Since then, the archives has made 
periodic releases of  its repository, 
which totals more than 5 million 
pages. In a recent article on its web-
site, the archives said that 88 per cent 
of  its documents are fully open; 11 
per cent have been released but with 
redactions; and 1 per cent has been 
fully withheld.

motion with 71 votes in fa-
vour, eight against and three 
abstentions.

As the vote took place, 
some 15,000 people gath-
ered outside the regional 
parliament in Barcelona in 
favour of  independence, 
chanting “not a single step 
back” and “we are with 
you”.At the same time, the 
Spanish Senate was prepar-
ing a series of  measures 
underpinning Article 155 
of  the constitution, a con-
stitutional mechanism that 
brings autonomous regions 
under the central govern-
ment’s direct rule and which 
was triggered in Catalonia 
following a bid for independ-
ence.

The conservative gov-
ernment, led by Prime 
Minister Mariano Rajoy, 
wants to remove Puig-
demont and his cabinet 
from their posts, limit the 
functions of  the local par-
liament, impose direct Ma-
drid rule on some Catalan 
ministries and institutions 
as well as call fresh elec-
tions.
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‘Golmaal Again’ mints over Rs 200 crore worldwide
“Golmaal Again”, has minted Rs 203 crore in its first week of release, read a statement 
from the presenters of the film. “We waited more than seven years for the right subject 
to take the ‘Golmaal’ franchise forward. What we have achieved is very exciting and 
humbling, all thanks to the love showered upon us by fans across the globe,” Rohit Shetty, 
director of the film, said in a statement. The fourth instalment of the “Golmaal” franchise 
released worldwide on October 20.  “Golmaal Again” features Ajay Devgn, Parineeti 
Chopra, Arshad Warsi, Tusshar Kapoor, Shreyas Talpade, Kunal Kemmu and Tabu. Shi-
basish Sarkar, chief operating officer at Reliance Entertainment, said: “’Golmaal Again’ 
has been an incredible journey for all of us. Our friend and partner, Rohit Shetty and his 
team, have outperformed every benchmark, and we are delighted with their unprecedent-
ed success.”  (IANS )

EM Images/ Caisü Mao
Miss Dimapur 2017 Epibeni is flanked by first runners-up Ravinu Lama (L) and second runner-up Zhimoholi a er the beauty pageant 
in Dimapur, Nagaland on Friday, 27 October 2017. 

Javed Akhtar receives Hridaynath Mangeshkar Award

No environment for women to speak about sexual abuse — Kalki

Kim’s third baby due just before Christmas

Epibeni crowned Miss Dimapur 2017

Khochamo 
Kikon releases 
new song “I 
hurt you”

V
eteran writer-
lyricist Javed 
Akhtar has 
been hon-
oured with the 

Hridaynath Mangeshkar 
Award.

Akhtar received the 
honour here last night at 
an event which marked the 
28th anniversary of Hri-
dayesh Arts and the 80th 
birthday of veteran music 
composer Hridaynath Man-
geshkar. Akhtar said that 
receiving the award was 
one of his highest honours 
as it comes from the Man-
geshkar family.

“I had taken my first 
award for ‘Zanjeer’ in this 
very hall. But all those 
awards are on one side and 
I’ve received many but this 

one is the most special. To 
get an award from Man-
geshkar family is unbe-
lievable, you can’t think 
of India’s music without 
them,” he said.

Akhtar, 72, recalled 

how Lata Mangeshkar 
played a pivotal role in his 
journey as a lyricist.

“Yash Chopra sahab 
came to my house and said 
he was making ‘Silsila’ and 
I should write the songs... 

I refused, saying I write 
poetry only for myself and 
script writing is enough. 
But he insisted and made 
me write the lyrics.

Akhtar said he got 
to know that it was Lata 
Mangeshkar, who had sug-
gested his name to Chopra 
as lyricist for “Silsila” as his 
frequent collaborator Sahir 
Ludhianvi had passed away.

“She (Lata) said ‘My 
friend has heard ghazals 
of Javed, so since you have 
good relations with him, 
make him write’. So the 
reason why I started writing 
songs, was Lata didi and 
my first song was sung by 
her and Kishore da,” he 
said. Hridayesh Arts, in 
association with Jay Satya 
Charitable Trust, organised 

a music programme titled 
‘Amrut Hriday Swar Lata’, 
presented by Annu Kapoor 
Films Pvt Ltd to salute and 
celebrate 75 glorious years 
of Lata Mangeshkar.

Lata said she was for-
tunate to sing songs written 
by people like Akhtar and 
her favourite song of his is 
“Ye Kaha Aagaye Hum” 
from “Silsila”.

“Whenever I meet 
him, we laugh a lot. I felt 
very happy giving him the 
award... I’ve completed 75 
years in the industry, but 
it’s not a big deal. I sang for 
the first time when I was 
nine with my father. Then 
I started singing in films 
and the journey has been 
wonderful,” she said.

PTI

K
alki Koechlin says 
there are women who 
face sexual abuse in 
the film industry but 
people often turn a 

blind eye to them as they are not 
famous or successful.

Recently, Hollywood witnessed 
the Harvey Weinstein scandal 
which has put the spotlight on 
sexual abuse in the entertainment 
industry.

“I don’t think we provide an en-
vironment to our women to speak 
up about sexual abuse,” Kalki 
says in an interview with PTI.

“We only listen to people 
once they are successful or 
famous. There are a lot of  
women who are at the strug-
gling stages of their career 

who talk about these things but no 
one will listen to their story.” 

The actor says people are inter-
ested in listening to someone only 
when they become famous.

Weinstein has been in news fol-
lowing a New York Times and the 
New Yorker expose of his alleged 
sexual misconduct. More than 50 
women including likes of Angelina 
Jo- lie, Gwyneth 

Paltrow, 
Lupita 

Nyong’o and Kate Beckinsale have 
detailed their encounter with the 
disgraced Hollywood producer. 
The 33-year-old actor, however, 
says instead of “harping” on an 
incident that happened in Los 
Angeles, one should take responsi-
bility for what is happening in the 
country.

“We are harping on the Harvey 
Weinstein issue which happened in 
LA while we have our own issues 
-- the incidents at High Spirits in 
Pune, or the TVF incident (its CEO 
Arunabh Kumar was accused of  
molesting a woman).

“You hear about these things 
for half a day and then it is gone. 
We need to take responsibility for 
our own stories. I feel it’s about 
time we start listening to them.” 

Recently actor Irrfan Khan 
said things are not that different in 

Bollywood as he was asked to com-
promise for work during his initial 
days. While Kalki says no one will 
“dare” to do that with her, she is 
glad Irrfan spoke about the issue.

“I don’t think anyone will dare 
to try and do anything with me. But 
there is mental coercion, texts mes-
sages at 2 am, that kind of things 
happen sometimes.

“I am glad that Irrfan talked 
about it because this happens to 
men as well. It is a power game. 
Those in power taking advantage 
of those less in power. It happens in 
the other industries too and not just 
Bollywood,” she adds. 

The actor will be next seen in 
“Ribbon” which also stars Sumeet 
Vyas. The film, directed by Rakhee 
Sandilya, is scheduled to release on 
November 3.

PTI

TV personality Kim 
Kardashian’s third 
child is reportedly 
due to arrive just 

before Christmas.
Kim and her husband 

rapper Kanye West are to 
welcome the newest addition 

to their family via surrogacy 

over the festive season, reports 
usmagazine.com.

According to a source, after 
three years of extensive renova-
tion, Kim and Kanye will be set-
tling into their $20 million home 
in Hidden Hills, California, “very 
soon”.

IANS

E
pibeni was crowned 
Miss Dimapur 2017 
on Friday, Oct. 27. 
Ravinu Lama was 
crowned the first 

runner up and Zhimoholi Zhi-
momi was crowned the second 
runner up. Organised by Ethnic 
Group of  Nagaland (EGoN), 
the event was held at IMC hall 
Dimapur. 

The subtitle winners are: 
Miss Photogenic- Anikali

Miss Catwalk- Ravinu Lama
Miss Congeniality- V. Ahoni

Style Icon 2017- Epibeni
EGoN Fitness Icon- Vilika

 EGoN Fresh Face- Luingamla 
Sasah

Best Ethnic Wear- Therali
Miss Body Beautiful - Tem-

susenla
Miss Beautiful Skin- Rose

K
hochamo 
Kikon 
a young 
upcoming 
singer and 

songwriter from Dimapur, 
has released his second 
single “I hurt you” on 
Indihut- a Nagaland based 
e-Commerce website which 
promotes independent 
local artists who write and 
compose their own songs. 

His second single “I 
Hurt You” recorded at 
Tribes Music & Media Lab, 
Dimapur is a love song 
written by Khochamo with 
beat boxing performed by 
Chingyong Phom.

EMN

TICKET RATES
Silver Rs. 80
Gold Rs. 150

HILL STAR 
Movie Schedule
Hill Star is thrilled to announce its valued HillStarCinema 
fans that the hall is now live at BookMyShowIN You can 

now BUY tickets online! 

11 am: Secret Super Star 
(Hindi) 

2 pm, 5 pm, 8 pm: 
Golmal Again (hindi)

ANUNGBA SANGLIR SASHI & ASEN

MANGYANG KICHU TIAMERENWONDERWAVES

TSÜZA IMCHEN

WAPONG OZUKUM TOSHIMEREN

MOAJUNGLA

WALUNIBA

DREAMZ UNLIMITEDMARJO A. KICHU

D I M A P U R  A O  L A N U R  T E L O N G J E M
PRESENTS

CELEBRATION OF AO HARMONY

IN AID OF SENDEN RIJU BUILDING CONSTRUCTION

4 NOVEMBER 2017 | 6:00 PM

DDSC STADIUM, DIMAPUR

SUPPORTED BY

M E D I A  P A R T N E R S

DP-212

D
P-
21

4
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Virat Kohli

France’s Caroline Garcia celebrates winning her group stage match against Denmark’s Caroline Wozniacki 
at the Singapore Indoor Stadium, Singapore on Friday.

PTI
FIFA President Gianni Infan no interact with media a er FIFA Council mee ng on the eve of FIFA U-17 
Football World Cup Final in Kolkata on Friday.

PTI
England players during a prac ce session ahead of FIFA U-17 Football World Cup 2017 final 
match in Kolkata on Friday.
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MIRROR CROSSWORD 1633SUD0KU 1473
Every Sudoku has a unique solution that can be 
reached logically. Enter numbers into the blank 
spaces so that each row, column and 3x3 box 
contains the numbers 1 to 9.

SOLUTIONS TO CROSSWORD 1632

ACROSS
1. Local time of the 0 meridian
4. Reciprocal of a sine
7. The way something is with respect to its 

main attributes
12. Dash
13. Corn
14. Pertaining to the extreme north or south
15. Give forth
17. The Muse of lyric and love poetry
18. Household god (Roman)
19. Unit of time
21. Angry or insane
22. A morphine derivative
24. Unit of food energy
25. An open skin infection
26. A quantity obtained by addition
27. Capital of Zimbabwe

written word
31. With levels
35. Humiliated
37. Military mailbox
38. __ 500, car race
41. An interest followed with exaggerated 

zeal
42. Oh, God!
43. An adult female hog
44. The 13th letter of the Hebrew alphabet
45. Substitute
46. An enclosed space used for public 

entertainments
48. Coarse fabric used for bags or sacks
52. Rhizopodan
53. A lyric poem with complex stanza forms
54. A waterproof raincoat made of 

rubberized fabric
55. Pole (Scottish)
56. A sign of assent, salutation, or command
57. Voltage 

DOWN

1. Haitian currency (abbrev.)
2. Mayan language
3. Brain parts
4. Despot
5. Collection
6. Roman ruler
7. A detailed description of design 

criteria for a piece of work
8. Hill (Celtic)
9. San Antonio fort
10. A dynasty
11. Wear away 
16. Annoy constantly

20. Full of high-spirited delight
22. Midway between south and 

southeast
23. Feed
24. A bottle with a stopper
25. Observe

28. Get free of
30. Tai
32. Dance music
33. Regulates the 

environment 
34. Department of Defense

36. __ and Delilah
38. Sir __ Newton
39. __ Jean Baker, Marilyn Monroe
40. Freshman
42. Large northern deer with enormous 

44. Picasso’s mistress
45. Breezed through
47. Travelling in a northeasterly 

direction
49. Rapid bustling movement
50. Veterans battleground
51. Largest equal divisor (Math)

SOLUTIONS TO SUD0KU 1472

Kohli’s brand value pips Messi on Forbes list

Garcia rallies past Wozniacki to 
stay alive in Singapore - for now

Prannoy enter quarternals of French Open

U-17 WC: Premier League, La Liga prodigies 

FIFA World Cup 2018 
prize money increased

Kolkata, Oct. 27 (IANS): 
The prize money for the 
2018 FIFA World Cup in 
Russia has been increased 
by 12 per cent, president 
Gianni Infantino said here 
after the council meeting 
on Friday.

FIFA’s strategic body 
approved an increase in 
the prize money to a total 
amount of  $400 million 
-- 12 per cent up from the 

$358 million of  the 2014 
edition.

The FIFA Council also 
ratified the decision of  the 
Bureau of  the Council of  
September 6 to approve the 
enhanced Bidding Regula-
tions for the 2026 FIFA 
World Cup, and appointed 
the members of  the Bid 
Evaluation Task Force.

“We want the bidding 
process to be bullet proof. 

So the criteria is more strin-
gent for bidding,” Infantino 
told reporters here.

According to the bid-
ding regulations, the Task 
Force must be composed 
of  the chairpersons of  the 
Audit & Compliance Com-
mittee and the Governance 
Committee -- in this case, 

-

-- as well as a member of  

Kolkata, Oct. 27 (IANS): When 
England and Spain clash in the 
FIFA U-17 World Cup final on 
Saturday, it will be a battle between 
potential future stars of  the English 
Premier League and Spanish La 
Liga, the two most watched leagues 
in India.

From Premier League leaders 
-

terparts FC Barcelona, the expected 

Bharati Krirangan will be witness to 
17-year olds from these clubs and 

other top names strutting their stuff  
on the pitch.

City’s attacking midfielder Phil 
Foden and Barcelona’s Abel Ruiz, 
who is also Spain U-17 team’s cap-
tain, are prime examples.

Ruiz is Spain’s top scorer with 

was the key in securing Spain’s place 
in the final. The Barca prodigy is 
direct in his approach and uses a lot 
of  intelligence to move into scoring 
areas and also goes behind defences.

As for Foden, City manager Pep 

Paris, Oct. 27 (PTI): In-
dian shuttler H S Pran-
noy dumped Denmark’s 

in straight games to prog-
ress to the men’s singles 
quarterfinals of  the French 
Open Super Series here.

Prannoy, who regained 
his career-best ranking of  
World No 12 that he had 
achieved in June two years 
ago, took just 31 minutes 

21-12 to set up a clash with 
2016 Australian Open fi-
nalist Jeon Hyeok-jin of  
Korea.

“Good win against 

advance to the Quarter-
finals!! Tricky one await-
ing later in the evening,” 
Prannoy tweeted after the 

match. The Indian had lost 
to the World No 31 Jeon 
in the Canada Open in a 
close match this year.

In another men’s sin-
gles match, it was curtains 
for Singapore Open cham-
pion B Sai Praneeth after 
he lost 13-21 17 -21 to 
Japan’s Kenta Nishimoto 
late yesterday.

-
bles pair of  Satwiksairaj 
Ranki reddy and Chi -
rag Shetty, meanwhile, 
notched up a stunning win 
over World No 6 Danish 

Kolding to reach their sec-
ond quarterfinal of  the 
season. The World No 
32 Indian pair, who had 
reached the quarters at 

Korea Open, dished out 
a superb performance to 
shock the 2016 European 
champions Conrad-Pe-
tersen and Kolding 22-20 
12- 21 21-19 in a match 
that lasted an hour.

“We are very happy 
to win the match today. 
We were leading 16-8 in 
the third game but made 
some simple errors and it 
was 19-all. Somehow we 
managed to win,” Chirag 
told PTI. The Indian pair 
will square off  against 
another Danish pair of  

2012 London Games silver 
medallists.

In the quarterfinals, 
newly-crowned Denmark 
Open champion Kidambi 

Srikanth will face fourth 

who had reached the finals 
at All England Champion-

Srikanth, who jumped 
to World No. 4 yesterday, 
has a 2-0 record against 
the Chinese with both 
the victories coming this 
season at Singapore and 
Australia. Olympic silver 

meet World No.
-

fei, who had beaten the In-
dian in the opening round 
at Odense last week.

However, the Indian 
will look at her World 
Championship win over 
the Chinese for inspiration 
as she looks to break the 
2-2 deadlock.

New Delhi ,  Oct .  27 
(IANS): 
Kohli has pipped Argentina 
and Barcelona star footballer 

list of most valuable brands 
among sportspersons.

Led by Swiss tennis great 
Roger Federer, the top five in 
the list comprise Ameri-
can basketball star LeBron 
James, Jamaican sprinter 
Usain Bolt, star Portuguese 
forward Cristiano Ronaldo 
and American golfer Phil 

Another US golfer Tiger 
Woods is at the sixth spot, 
followed by Kohli at the 
No.7 position. Irish golfer 

-

ball star Steph Curry finish 
the top-10.

Forbes calculates the 
brand value of  an athlete 
by subtracting the average 
income of the top 10 athletes 

in the same sport from the 
total earnings of that athlete, 
excluding salary and bonus 
from their sport and all in-
vestment income. 

The calculations re-

Singapore, Oct. 27 (Re-
uters): Caroline Garcia pro-
duced a stunning comeback 
to grind down Caroline 
Wozniacki 0-6 6-3 7-5 to 
stay alive at the WTA Finals 
on Friday, the Frenchwom-
an rallying for her second 
Red Group triumph in a 
row on her tournament 
debut.

The world number 
eight’s victory eliminated 
Elina Svitolina, who has 
lost her first two matches, 
with the Frenchwoman 
now needing the Ukrainian 
to beat Simona Halep in 
Friday’s second match to 

continue her run through to 
the semi-finals.

Should the Romanian 
world number one triumph 
over Svitolina, she will ad-
vance along with Wozni-
acki, who was assured of a 
semi-final berth after easily 
winning her opening two 
matches in the Red Group.

Friday’s match started 
as expected with Wozni-
acki, whose serve had been 
impenetrable all week, 
opening with a love hold 
before the Dane attacked 
the slow-starting French-
woman, who coughed up a 
couple of forehand errors to 

gift her an early break.
Wozniacki had record-

ed two ‘bagels’ in the wins 
over Svitolina and Halep, 
and the 27-year-old chalked 
up a third 6-0 set in as many 
matches after just 22 min-
utes of dominant action.

However, much as she 
had in her comeback win 
over Svitolina, Garcia re-
grouped to finally get a 
foothold in the match in 
the second set, deploying 
her devastating forehand to 
full effect to fashion three 
breaks of  serve as Wozni-
acki’s levels dipped.

As the match drifted 

into a decider, the Dane 
rediscovered her range. She 
began to assert pressure on 
Garcia’s weaker backhand 
side and was rewarded with 
an early break.

But the Frenchwoman 
was fighting tooth and nail 
to stay in the tournament 
and covered every inch of  
the court to tie it up at 5-5 
on her third break point 
as Wozniacki attempted 
to serve for the match in a 
thrilling 10th game. Garcia 
once again dug deep to 
recover from 0-40 down in 
the 11th game edge ahead in 
the decider and the French-
woman sealed a memo-
rable victory on her second 
match point when a Wozni-
acki backhand sailed long.

“The first set she was 
playing amazing and I was 
a little bit down, not believ-
ing enough and she gave me 
nothing,” Garcia, who has 
now won 13 of her last 14 
matches, said in a courtside 
interview.

“Then at the start of the 
second set, I felt I had noth-
ing to lose and increased 
my intensity and was able 
to find my rhythm and fin-
ish well.”

Karolina Pliskova won 
-

nus Williams joining her in 
the semi-finals as runner-up 
after the American edged 

Thursday.

vealed Kohli’s brand value 
at $14.5 million, a million 

and $22.7m short of Federer. 
Kohli, however, is neither 
the first Indian nor the first 
cricketer in the top 10 of the 
Forbes list. 

-
dra Singh Dhoni was the 
fifth-most valuable sports 
brand among athletes in 
2014, with his brand value 
calculated at $20m, a mil-
lion lower than it had been 
in 2013. 

The Indian Premier 
League (IPL), however, 
failed to make it to the 10 
biggest brands among sport 
and sport-entertainment 
events, led by Super Bowl.

the Organising Commit-
tee for Competitions (Ilco 
Gjorgioski was appointed), 
together with experts from 
the administration: Deputy 
Secretaries General Zvoni-
mir Boban (football) and 

-
tration).

Approval of  the dates 
of  FIFA Women’s World 
Cup France 2019, FIFA 
Club World Cup UAE 
2018, FIFA U-20 Women’s 
World Cup France 2018 
and FIFA U-17 Women’s 
World Cup Uruguay 2018 
was also given.

While the Women’s 
World Cup will be held 
from June 7 to July 7, the 
Club World Cup will be 
from December 12 to 22 
next year.

The FIFA U-20 Wom-
en’s World Cup will take 
place from August 5 to 24 
while the U-17 Women’s 
World Cup will get under-
way from November 13.

The meeting took place 
on the eve of  the final and 
third-place game of  the 
U-17 World Cup. This is 
the first time a FIFA Coun-
cil meeting is being held in 
India.

Guardiola is his fan for a reason. 
After breaking out and showcasing 

their pre-season tour in America this 
summer, Foden picked up where he 
left off  for England. He has been the 

playing down the right and is able 
to use both feet, giving him close 
control.

Liverpool’s Rhian Brewster is 
England’s pin-up boy at the moment 
after netting back-to-back hat-tricks 
against the US and Brazil in the 
quarters and semis respectively. The 
striker seems to be coming of  age 
in this competition with Reds man-
ager Juergen Klopp describing him 
as “special”.

a vision Barcelona captain Andres 
Iniesta would love to comment on. 
One who loves to feed his teammates 
rather than score himself, Gelabert 
picked up two assists in the semi-final 

to uncorkAEngland’s defence which 
has the rock-like City player Joel 
Latibeaudiere.

The player hasn’t put a foot 
wrong in India so far and is calm 
and assertive on the ball. He is also 
athletically gifted and is able to close 
down and cover space quickly. Good 
in the air, Spain would have to work 
hard to get the better of  him with 
crosses into the 18-yard box.

Barcelona’s young left-back Juan 

with his buccaneering runs down the 
flanks and crosses into the area.

-
portedly keeping a close eye on, is 
another future star in the making. 

blinding speed in possession and a 
sense of  ease on the ball.

All in all, it should be a treat for 
the spectators as well as good study 
material for the present scouts at the 
stadium.
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McLaren 
drivers 
face hefty 
penalties in 
Mexico

Naga Wrestle Mania 6 Yoddha Fighting Championship: Fighters ready to fight

LMSSOC: Vetao Ayie FC overcome Settle FC 1-0

Venuzo is the new champ of ‘King of the Ring’

File photo: A fight in progress during the Yoddha Figh ng Championship - YFC Season 1: Finale at the I.G 
stadium, Kohima on April 29, 2017.

EM Images

The new champion of the 'King of the Ring', Venuzo Dawhuo, flanked by the three other winners at the Kohima local ground on Oct. 27.
EM Images

Khuyang (jersey no. 10) of Vetao Ayie FC scoring the only goal in the match against Se le FC on Friday.

Our Correspondent
Kohima, Oct. 27 (EMN): 
2 0  y e a r - o l d  Ve n u z o 
Dawhuo of  Thenyizu vil-
lage has emerged as the 
champion of  the 'King of  
the Ring' championship 
at the 6th edition of  Naga 
Wrestle Mania held at the 
Kohima local ground on 
October 27.

The promising Chakhe-
sang wrestler Venuzo, son 
of  Nezohu, trounced An-
gami wrestler Kekhriezo 
Nagi of  Sechü Zubza in 
straight bouts in the final to 
lift the title.

On his  way to l i f t 
the coveted title, Venuzo 
downed another heavy-
weight wrestler Seyiesa-
lie Nakhro of  Piphema 
in the semifinal, while he 
earlier knocked down vet-
eran Chakhesang wrestler 

Pfusato Tetseo of Phuyoba 
village in the quarters.

26 year-old Kekhriezo, 
son of late Videtuolie Nagi, 
made it to the final follow-
ing his victory against light-
weight champion Vekutho 
Soho of Phek village in the 
semifinal, while he over-
came fellow Angami wres-
tler Mhiesilieto Kuotsu of  
Khonoma in the round of  
last eight. Other wrestlers 
who went down fighting in 
the quarters were Megovizo 
Visienyü and Seyiejalie 
Gwirie.

The new champ of the 
King of  the Ring Venuzo 
received a cash award of  
Rs. 1,20,000 along with 
title belt, while the run-
ner-up was given a cash of  
Rs. 60,000. The two los-
ing semifinalists Seyiesalie 
Nakhro and Vekutho Soho 

both received Rs. 30,000 
each.

Dzieselatuo Keretsü, 
who lifted the heavyweight 
title on Thursday, failed 
to even qualify for the pre-
quarters as his match with 
Kuchohu Cürha ended 
without results, while Men-
uosetuo Yiese, runner-up of  
the heavyweight category, 
was beaten by Pfusato in 
the pre-quarters.

Earlier in the day, She-
zove Therie of Pholami vil-
lage beat Kusayi Tsutso of  
Khomi village in the final 
to lift the junior wrestling 
championship.

Shezove, son of  She-
poyi Therie, fetched a cash 
award of Rs. 10,000 along 
with title belt, while the 
rune-up was given a cash 
award of Rs. 5,000.

The two losing semifi-

nalists in the junior champi-
onship, Anguto Peseyie of  
Jotsoma and Vebo Nienu of  
Phek village both received 
Rs. 2,000 along with certifi-
cates. A total of 15 wrestlers 
took part in the junior wres-
tling championship.
King of the Ring

1st - Venuzo Dawhuo 
(Thenyizu)

2nd - Kekhriezo Nagi 
(Sechü Zubza)

3rd - Vekutho Soho (Phek 
village)

Seyiesalie Nakhro (Pi-
phema)

Junior Wrestling Cham-
pionship

1st - Shezove Therie 
(Pholami)

2nd - Kusayi Tsutso 
(Khomi)

3rd - Anguto Peseyie 
(Jotsoma)

Vebo Nienu (Phek village)

Our Correspondent
Kohima, Oct. 27 (EMN): 
After a huge success in 
Nagaland, Yoddha Fight-
ing Championship is back 
to the state capital for the 
second time this year to 
witness some of  the best 
amateurs mixed martial 
arts fights inside the cage 
on Saturday evening from 
5 pm onwards at the Ko-
hima local ground.

The championship will 
witness eight matches in-
cluding a professional bout 
in Yoddha FC’s different 
weight divisions on the 
third day of  the combat 
sports festival.

16 players including 
four women fighters are 
taking part in the cham-
pionship and four naga 
amateur mixed martial 
art fighters namely Long-
stukumba Ao, Matsung 
Ozukum, Avizo Lanamai, 
Avizo Lanamai will be 
fighting for the champi-
onship in the weight cat-
egories of  Bantam-weight 
(61kgs),  straw-weight 
(52kgs), feather-weight 
(66kgs).

Yo d d h a  F i g h t i n g 
Championship, a pan In-
dian Mixed Martial Arts 
promotion, had its show 
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in Dimapur (2014), in Mo-
kochung (2015), while the 
Yoddha Fighting Cham-
pionship - YFC Season 
1: Finale was held at I.G 
Stadium, Kohima in the 
month of  April this year.  

“A transit ion from 
Naga wrestling to take 
up MMA should not be a 
problem for talented wres-
tlers” said Kethosituo El-
vis Mepfhüo convener of  
3E while delivering his 

keynote address during 
the inaugural function of  
combat sports festival on 
October 26. He said that 
MMA fighters are highly 
disciplined individuals, 
having a background of  
many different forms of  
combat sports despite the 
fact that many people are 
ignorant and presume it 
to be a very brutal sport 
without any rules.

He hoped that sports 

enthusiasts will be enter-
tained and at the same 
time, talented athletes will 
benefit from both the events 
(wrestling and MMA) of  
the three-day event.

Meanwhile CL John, 
MLA will grace the vale-
dictory function as the 
guest of  honor. The cham-
pionship is held in collabo-
ration with 3E Nagaland 
(Elite Entertainment En-
terprise).

Dimapur, Oct. 27 (EMN): 
Playing match number 34 in 
the league round on Friday, 
a ten man Vetao Ayie FC 
defeated Settle FC 1-0. The 
winning goal came in the 
second half  through the 
boots of  Khuyang (jersey 
no. 10) in the 36th minute. 
In the first half of the match 
Langshe K (jersey no. 2) of  
Vetao Ayie FC was award-
ed a Red card for a late 
charge in the 24th minute.

The second match of  
the day witnessed a walk-
out as Tenyimi FC failed 
to appear in the 35th match 
thereby conceding the victo-
ry to High Hill Club. Teny-
imi FC is suspended hence-
forth for a period of  three 
years from participating 

in the LMSSOC for failing 
to appear in the scheduled 
match through the power 
conferred to the organising 
committee in Clause 12 and 
subclause (a) of  the 25th 
Loyem Memorial Senior 

Soccer Open Championship 
2017 By Law.

The suspension order 
was served on the part of the 
Tenyimi FC failing to ad-
dress their inability without 
any official/formal intima-

tion to the organisers
Saturdays matches 
1st match - Genesis FC vs 3rd 

NAP Battalion at 12 noon
2nd match - Mt. Pongen FC 
vs Hongpong XI FC Haak at 

1:30 pm

Mexico City, Oct. 27 
(Reuters): McLaren driv-
ers Fernando Alonso and 
Stoffel Vandoorne expect 
to start Sunday’s Mexican 
Grand Prix from the back 
row after incurring hefty 
grid penalties for engine 
changes.

“Unfortunately I think 
we will have to change 
the engine again,” dou-
ble Formula One world 
champion Alonso told re-
porters at the Autodromo 
Hermanos Rodriguez cir-
cuit on Thursday.

”We will start at the 
back. Probably this circuit 
is not the preferred one for 
our package anyway so 
we expect not to be super-
competitive here.

“Maybe it is the best 
place to take the penalty 
and hopefully invest in 
Brazil and Abu Dhabi 
with this new engine,” 
added the Spaniard, who 
expected a complete swap 
of  power unit compo-
nents.

Former champions 
McLaren are ninth in the 
championship and 20 
points adrift of  eighth-
placed Haas with three 
races remaining.

Their season has been 
beset by reliability prob-
lems with the Honda en-
gines, triggering the deci-
sion to switch to Renault 
power next year.

”We’re taking some 
engine  penal t ies  th is 
weekend, because we 
know it’s a tricky weekend 
for us,“ Vandoorne told 
reporters. ”I think for me 
it will be the full package, 
so 35 places.

“To be honest, I know 
how to deal with these 
situations now,” added the 
Belgian.


