
Sedevilie Suohu seen with his mother Visienuo 
Suohu at the Supermarket in Kohima.
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Traffic personnel investigating the taxi that met with an accident near Dikhu River under Chuchuyimpang 
village jurisdiction of Mokokchung district on Thursday, October 26, 2017. 

Photo courtesy: Mokokchung Traffic Police
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Fate of  9 MLAs hangs in the balance for now

EastErn Mirror

Dimapur, Oct. 26 (EMN): The 
PIL filed by the Chakhesang Public 
Organisation in the Gauhati High 
Court against the process of delimi-
tation based on the Census of In-
dia 2001 was disposed on Aug. 30 
as the case had become infractous 
due to the President's order in 2002 
exempting delimitation exercise 
in Nagaland and the subsequent 
amendment of the Delimitation 
Act. 

This was stated in a press re-
lease received on Thursday from 
the President Kekhwengulo Lea 
and General Secretary Mutsivoyi 
Kotso, of the CPO.

The CPO had filed PIL in 2006 
challenging the delimitation ex-
ercise on the basis that the census 
data pertaining to Nagaland of  
Census 2001 was erroneous. 

"It may be mention here that 
the president of India had issued 

a notification exempting the state 
of Nagaland, Assam, Arunachal 
Pradesh, Jharkhand and Manipur 
from the purview of the Delimita-
tion Act of 2002 and subsequently, 
section 10A of delimitation Act of  
2002 was amended by the parlia-
ment exempting the state of Naga-
land and other effected states. The 
PIL was filed praying for a writ 
of Mandamus and prohibition re-
straining the Government of India 
from continuing with delimitation 
exercise undertaken in the state of  
Nagaland and others on the basis 
of incorrect census data", it stated. 

Section 10A of the Delimita-
tion Act empowers the President to 
India to defer delimitation exercise 
if  

the unity and integrity of India 
is threatened or there is a serious 
threat to the peace and public order 
in the state. 

The counsel representing the 
government also made similar 
submissions on Section 10A of  
the Delimitation Act of 2002 that 
was later amended and subsequent 
notification by the President on 
08.02.2008 deferring delimitation 
exercise in the Nagaland, Assam, 
Arunachal Pradesh and few other 
states . 

The press release added that 
in view of those submissions, "the 
Constitutional Bench of Gauhati 
High Court of Hon’ble Chief jus-
tice Mr. Ajit Singh, Hon’ble Mr. 
Justice Hrishikesh Roy, Hon’ble 
Mr. Justice Arup Kumar Goswa-
mi, Hon’ble Mr. Justice Ujjal Bhuy-
an and Hon’ble Mr. Justice Manojit 
Bhuyan disposed the PIL 67/2006 
as infructuous on 30.08.17". 

"The next delimitation exercise 
will take place only on the basis of  
the first census after the year, 2026 

till when the delimitation exercise 
have been deferred."

"The victory of the PIL also 
successfully prevented the possible 
transfer of political power from the 
tribal hills to foothills with major 
compositions of population who 
are non-tribal and non-indigenous 
inhabitants.  The CPO expresses its 
profound gratitude to the Effected 
MLAs and concern communities 
who stood by us with logistic sup-
ports," the CPO added. 

It may be recalled that the 
Census of 2001 had steep artificial 
growth in some districts of Naga-
land  and the state government also 
had to discard the census data. The 
suspicions were proven right after 
the Census 2011 exercise when 
many districts showed negative 
population growth and there was 
a fall in the decadal growth among 
the rest. 

EM Bureau
Dimapur, Oct. 26 (EMN): 
The Speaker of  the Naga-
land Legislative Assembly 
has on Thursday fixed the 
hearing of  the disqualifi-
cation petition against 10 
MLAs that defied the di-
rective of  the Chief  Minis-
ter and the Chief  Whip of  
the NPF party to be held 
on Oct. 31. 

A press communiqué 
was received from the N. 
Benjamin Newmai Com-
missioner & Secretary of  
the Nagaland Legislative 
Assembly Secretariat.

" Public are aware that 
Shri T.R. Zeliang, Chief  
Minister of  Nagaland had 
filed a petition for dis-
qualification against 10 
MLAs namely late Shri 
Kiyanilie Peseyie, MLA; 
Shri Y. Vikheho Swu; Shri 
Chotisuh Sazo, MLA; Shri 
Kuzholuzo Nienu, MLA; 
Shri Yitachu, MLA; Shri 
C.L. John, MLA; Shri 
N. Thongwang Konyak, 
MLA; Shri P. Longon, 
MLA, Shri R. Tohanba, 
MLA and Shri T. Torechu, 

MLA before the Honour-
able Speaker of  Nagaland 
Legislative Assembly on 
04.08.17, " stated the com-
muniqué.

It also mentioned that 
the petitions were forward-
ed to the respondents on 
Aug. 10 and their replies 
were received on Aug. 24, 
after which the petitioner 
TR Zeliang also filed his 
rejoinder Sep.18. 

" The Honourable 
Speaker in his notice 
for the hearing dated 
31.10.2017 has sought the 
appearance of  the Peti-
tioner and 9 respondents, 
either in person of  through 
counsel, so as to hear them 
out of  the fundamental is-
sues on which the proceed-
ings can be held," it added. 

With these the fate 
of  the 9 NPF MLAs, as 
one of  the respondents is 
already deceased,  now 
hangs in balance as the 
Speaker adjudicates a com-
plaint from the chief  whip 
of  a party whose appoint-
ment his office had earlier 
approved. 

Although the outcome 
and the judgment of  the 
Speaker will be admissi-
ble in the courts as per the 
Supreme Court judgment 
in case of  Kihoto Hollohan 
vs Zachillhu and Others, it 
would only further prolong 
the crises within the NPF. 

Meanwhile the ques-
tion of  the practice of  the 
appointment of  the chief  
whip in Nagaland, wheth-
er by the president of  the 
party or the leader of  the 
legislature party, is  yet to 
be tried as the case is still 
pending. 

The outcome of  that 
case would only indicate 
the accepted norm, but 
even then it will be decided 
whether it is just a proce-
dural irregularity or an il-
legality. 

The courts normally 
would not interfere into 
the procedural irregular-
ity of  the Parliament or 
Assembly proceedings but 
only in case of  illegality 
and when the Speaker acts 
as an arbitrator, as in the 
present case.

Dimapur, Oct. 26 (EMN): 
Against the backdrop of  
the various negotiations 
between the Government 

Our Correspondent
Kohima, Oct. 26 (EMN): A 44-year old 
policeman has been accused of  murder-
ing his three-year old son on Thursday in 
Chedema village. The accused, identified 
as one Talichuba Longkumer of  Chang-
tongya village, currently serving as a con-
stable under 4th NAP battalion, reported-
ly slit his son’s throat with a machete and 
later tried to kill himself  with the same 
machete by cutting himself. The victim 
has been identified as Thejaneizo Daniel, 
who is three years and two months old.

Village sources said the accused, who 
is married to a woman from Chedema, 
was on leave from duty and was staying 
at his in-laws’ house near Peace Camp in 
Chedema for the past few days. 

On Thursday afternoon, the accused 
was stated to have taken his son near 
the Peace Camp gate and committed the 
crime. It was learnt that the Chedema 
village youth gathered at the site of  the 
crime and later handed him over to Ko-
hima North police station personnel. The 

accused was reported to have been rushed 
to Naga Hospital (NHAK) Kohima as he 
had critically injured himself.

Repeated calls made to Kohima police 
PRO as well as the North PS officials for 
more inputs, went unanswered. 

Meanwhile, the Naga Mothers’ As-
sociation (NMA) has condemned the 
‘gruesome and inhuman murder’ of  a 
child by his father, who is a law enforc-
ing policeman. In a statement issued late 
this evening, the NMA demanded that the 
police must take ‘strongest punitive meas-
ures as per the law’.

“The rise in attacks and killing of  
children and women in the state is an in-
dication of  a very troubled society within 
our homes, where they are not even safe 
within their own families and homes,” 
the NMA stated. The organisation also 
conveyed its condolences to the grieving 
mother and her family at Chedema, and 
also offered prayers to the Almighty God 
to grant the innocent child eternal peace 
and rest.

Our Correspondent
Mokokchung, October 
26 (EMN): A Dimapur 
bound taxi from Tuensang 
met with an accident today 
near Dikhu River under 
Chuchuyimpang village ju-
risdiction of  Mokokchung 
District killing the driver 
on the spot.

The taxi, a Tata Sumo 
bearing registration no 
AS01FC-6879 with five 

occupants including the 
driver were on its way to 
Mokokchung en route 
Dimpaur when the acci-
dent occurred at around 12 
noon, reported Mokokc-
hung Traffic Police. 

It was informed that 
the vehicle fell 220 feet be-
low the road to the river 
killing the driver identified 
as one Ato on the spot and 
injuring the passengers.

A woman occupant 
had seriously injured while 
the other passengers re-
ceived minor injuries. The 
injured were being treated 
at Imkongliba Memorial 
District Hospital while the 
body of   the driver had 
been handed over to the 
next of  kin as of  filing this 
report. The the police is yet 
to ascertain the cause of  
the  accident.

Dimapur, Oct. 26 
(EMN): The Eastern Na-
galand College Students’ 
Union has on Thursday 
served a four-day notice 
to the Higher Education 
Department for not being 
able to clarify nor rectify 
the disbursement of  post-
matric scholarships on 
instalment basis. 

"The Eastern Naga-
land College Students’ 
Union (ENCSU) after 
thorough deliberation 
had decided to serve 4 
days to the Higher Edu-
cation Department to 
clarify and rectify the dis-
bursement of  Scholarship 
on instalment basis as 
demanded by the ENC-
SU. Failure to do so, the 
Union will take its own 
course of  action without 
any hesitation," stated 
a press release from the 
ENCSU.

It also added that the 
department  had failed to 
come up with the copy of  
claimed directive issued 
by the Central Ministry 

for the disbursement of  
scholarships. 

The  ENCSU asked 
the Department and the 
Government to disclose 
the Directive in the Me-
dia within 4 days so that 
the Nagas in general and 
the Student’s community 
in particular can accept 
the clarification issued by 
the Department and will 
cooperate in the process. 
But until and unless the 
Department comes up 
in black and white, the 
ENCSU will not accept 
and tolerate such lie from 
the Department,"  it fur-
ther added.

The student body also 
stated that students are 
yet to receive the first 
quarter instalment even 
though the admissions 
for next semester is on 
process in many colleges. 

The ENCSU won-
dered how can such 
"game" can be played by 
the department and the 
government with the stu-
dent community. 

Our Correspondent
Diphu, Oct 26(EMN) : A 
press communiqué issued 
by the Karbi Students’ As-
sociation (KSA) and its al-
lied organisations Students 
and Youth for Justice (SYJ); 
Students and Youth Council 
(SYC); and others, stated it 
will organize road blockade 
demonstration at Manja 
Tinali on October 28 from 
10 am to 03 pm to stop vehi-
cles from plying on NH-36 
and the  Diphu-Manja road 
in protest against "Greater 

Independent Nagalim Ex-
tension" to Karbi Anglong 
for a total of  7399 square 
Km area in a framework 
agreement on August 3 
between the Naga under-
ground group NSCN(IM) 
and the Bharatiya anata 
Party (BJP) government in 
New Delhi.

The press statement also 
stated that there are some 
political leaders who were 
at some time Congress and 
BJP workers had taken ini-
tiatives to merge Karbi An-

glong into Nagaland during 
the 1970s. The KSA stated 
that they were known as 
"Nagaland Merger Party" 
and have even participated 
in the then election and now 
they have started their secret 
campaign over the issue.

“It is the Congress’ sec-
ond coming in the name of  
BJP to merge Karbi Anglong 
to Nagaland. The encroach-
ment of  Lahorijan, Dillai, 
Hidipi have destroyed vir-
gin forests along the border 
areas of  Karbi Anglong. 

It is also an eye witness 
that illegal construction by 
thousands of  people from 
Nagaland without any dis-
turbances from Forest De-
partment of  Karbi Anglong 
while the state government 
became a silent spectator 
are all parts of  such conspir-
acy,” the KSA stated.

The KSA and their al-
lied organisations appealed 
to the authority of  Karbi 
Anglong Autonomous 
Council to convene urgent 
special session to oppose 

"Nagalim extension" to 
Karbi Anglong and the BJP-
NSCN(IM) frame work 
agreement. 

The KSA also appealed 
the Karbi Dimasa Coun-
cil to reject the BJP game 
plan for granting ST(Hills) 
status to the Bodos living 
in the hills districts before 
granting Autonomous State 
under Article 244(A). The 
press statement was append-
ed  by its president Simeon 
Rongphar and secretary 
Thomson Rongpi.

Atono Tsükrü
Kohima, Oct. 26 (EMN): Here is 
a story of  a young man who has 
achieved success, one which many 
from his age group can only dream 
about. His achievement by itself  is not 
an extraordinary feat—it is the humil-
ity, sincerity and dedication behind his 
success is what is extraordinary. His is 
a story of  lesson for all those people 
looking for shortcuts in this competi-
tive world.

Drawing inspiration from his par-
ents’ honesty and hard work, 26-year 
old Sedevilie Suohu from T Khel of  
Kohima village, and a peon’s son, has 
cracked the Nagaland Public Service 
Commission recently as class-I gazet-
ted as SDO (CE) of  the Public Health 
Engineering Department; and the top-
per among four candidates.

Suohu comes from a humble fam-
ily who strongly believes in hard work 
and integrity. His father, Ketoulhouny 
Suohu is a serving peon with the di-
rectorate of  Employment, Skill De-
velopment and Entrepreneurship. His 
mother is a vegetable vendor at the Su-

permarket in Kohima.
Talking to Eastern Mirror, a shy 

and a gentle Suohu attributed his suc-
cess to God and the rock-solid sup-
port of  his family members, especially 
his mother and three sisters. He grad-
uated from high school from Mezhür 
Higher Secondary School at Kohima; 
class-12 from Kohima Science Col-
lege, Jotsoma; and engineering from 
the Vidya Pratishthan College of  En-
gineering at Pune in 2015.

Suohu recounted the sacrifices he 
had had to make for leisurely activi-
ties when preparing for his examina-
tions for one whole year in 2016. He 
said to have studied for 10-12 hours 
every day without much time for 
other activities. However, he brims 
with pride that the sacrifice didn’t go 
in vain. He cleared the examination in 
his first attempt.

With six siblings and the eldest in 
the family, Suohu helped his mother 
selling vegetables during his high 
school days after classes and during 
weekends. While in most cases today, 
friends of  his age group would have 
been very embarrassed, the humility 
of  this young man is still intact. Even 
these days he is often seen helping his 
mother at her business at the Super-
market. 

The youth said God had been gra-
cious to his family who always sup-
ported him in every step of  his life de-
spite the circumstances and problems 
along the way. Crediting his success 
to his parents, Suohu said, ‘My par-
ents are my inspiration. It is because 
of  them who I am today. Though they 
may not be well educated they are al-
ways supportive and have a support-
ive attitude towards life.’

The young man’s mother Visienuo 
Suohu, is brimming with pride at her 
son’s achievement. Yet, she said, she 
is humbled by the love and support of  
the people behind her son’s success.

‘Though we are from a very 
humble background, we have tried 
to give the best to our children,’ said 
the proud mother. She is delighted 
that his son is an obedient, humble 
and God-fearing person by the grace 
of  God.  Her ardent wish is that her 
son continues to uphold the values of  
hard work, sincerity, dedication and 
integrity both in his work and life.

Suohu thanked his parents for in-
stilling the values of  integrity in his 
life. He humbly said to give his best 
and  be dedicated to his assigned 
work, serve the society according to 
his capacity and uphold ‘integrity’—
the most important value in his life.
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of  India and the Naga political groups the 
Federal Government of  Nagaland has on 
Thursday stated that any 'sham' settlement 
with India, would be guilty of  treason to the 
Nation and it also iterated that the NNC/
FGN will stand by verdict of  the plebiscite 
of  mandate of  the May 16, 1951 for a ' sov-
ereign Independent Naga Nation'.

A statement to this effect was issued by 
"Gen(Retd) Viyalie Metha the Kedaghe of  
the Fedderal Government of  Nagaland on 
Oct. 26.

The statement read that, "The Indo-Na-
ga conflict did not begin with any aggressive 
action by Nagaland  against her neighbour 
India. On the contrary, as stated by B.N. 
Mulik, the conflict started when: 'Troops 
moved into Tuensang [Nagaland] by Oc-
tober 1955, and the war with the Nagas 
started from then'; As for Nagaland's Inde-
pendence and sovereignty, the Naga people 
declared Naga Independence on August 14, 
1947 one day ahead of  India's own inde-
pendence declaration on 15th August, 1947; 
the NNC and FGN shall firmly stand on the 
verdict and mandate of  the May 16, 1951 
Naga Plebiscite which was to be a sovereign 
Independent Naga Nation; accordingly, the 
Republic of  Nagaland known as the Federal 
Government of  Nagaland (FGN) was set up 
on March 22, 1956; and unlike other states 
in the Indian Union, the NNC, FGN and 
the Naga Army have been defending Naga-
land's sovereignty from 1947 to the present."

It therefore iterated that any Naga citi-
zen from any organization, ignoring  "these 
irrefutable facts" and make any "sham set-
tlement with India, would be guilty of  trea-
son to the Nation". 

It added that the  NNC and FGN are 
still honouring the ceasefire of  1964  be-
tween the Federal Government of  Naga-
land and the Government of  India "in order 
to have a peaceful solution to the Indo-Naga 
conflict".

It also stated that the FGN was "obli-
gated to state the following historical facts 
about the Indo-Naga conflict" as the "so-
called National Socialist Council of  Na-
galim (NSCN-IM) and the Government of  
India has now added a new twist by inclu-
sion of  six other NNPGs".
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Image of Amur Falcon on their arrival at Ntu-Barak valley on October 25.

Trainees pose with the trainer during practical session at Dzüvürü panchayat hall.

Members of Perseverance Club Kohima pose for group photo at the musical concert in Kohima 
on October 25.

Pfutsero Government College (PGC) faculty members with IQAC team of Kohima College during the NAAC 
consultative meet on October 25.

NEA: Nagaland Education Association (NEA) has 
convened its general body meeting on November 10 from 
12 noon at Ura College, Kohima town, to deliberate and 
approve the draft constitution of the Association. It may 
be mentioned here that the Association was formed in 
2016 and the drafted constitution needs to be approved 
by the general body. The constitution, if approved by 
the general body meeting, will be adopted and released 
during the National Education Day to be observed on 
November 11 at Modern College, Kohima.
JCC: Joint Coordination Committee (JCC) has convened a 
meeting on October 28 in the residence of ASTD treasurer, 
Nyamo Lotha Colony, Dimapur, at 2 p.m. JCC media cell 
has informed all its members and representatives from 
the tribal hohos to attend the meeting positively to 
deliberate on some pertinent crucial issues at hand.
ANGDA: All Nagaland Government Drivers’ 
Association (ANGDA) has convened its 36th annual 
general conference on November 4 at the Association 
Building, Themezie High School Road, Kohima. ANGDA 
general secretary Neiketou Dzeyie has requested all 
members to attend the conference and submit their 
annual membership fee.

APPOINTMENTs

SFS to organise social work 
In preparation for the observance of All Souls’ Day, the St. 
Francis de Sales (SFS) Parish, Kohima town, has decided to 
organise an annual mass social work on October 28 at the 
common graveyard near BSF Camp, Kohima. All Souls’ Day 
is observed across the world on November 2 every year 
to commemorate the faithful who have died and praying 
for the souls of the departed, a press release stated. The 
Parish has invited and welcomed everyone concerned to 
share and join in the charitable undertaking. Conveyance 
will be provided at 9 AM at Keziekie bus stand on Saturday 
to proceed to the cemetery, it added.

MS Wokha informs beneficiaries
Medical Superintendent (MS) of Dr. Motsuo Memorial 
District Hospital, Wokha, Dr. Robin Lotha informed that 
funds for JSY/JSSK has been released by the government. In 
this regard, the MS has informed all JSY/JSSK beneficiaries 
of the district to collect their benefits from the concerned 
authority at District Hospital, Wokha.

ANCSU to elect officials
All Nagaland College Students’ Union (ANCSU) has 
announced to conduct election to the executive council 
and the assembly officers during its ensuing 18th biennial 
general conference scheduled from November 8-11 at 
Fazl Ali College, Mokokchung on the theme “Synergising 
young mind.” The election would be conducted for the 
posts of president, vice president, general secretary, 
assistant general secretary, finance secretary, education 
secretary, information and publicity secretary, magazine 
secretary, social and cultural secretary, games and sports 
secretary, and four women affairs secretaries. The union 
would also elect speaker, deputy speaker, and assembly 
secretary.

Legislator condoles demise
Parliamentary secretary of CAWD and Taxes, Dr. 
Benjongliba Aier has condoled the demise of WJ Yabang 
Imchen. Aier has described Yabang Imchen as a sincere, 
honest and dedicated officer who contributed in 
various capacities till his retirement as secretary to the 
Government of Nagaland. As pioneer civil administrator 
in the 30 Alongtaki A/C, he had served with great devotion 
for many years posted at Longchem and Alongkima 
whose invaluable wisdom and sacrifices had benefitted 
people, Aier stated. Apart from his government duties, 
Aier stated that Yabang Imchen will be remembered as a 
social reformer for his contribution towards the society 
in general and the Ao community in particular. He has 
conveyed condolence to the bereaved family members 
and prayed for the departed soul to rest in peace.

KSH condoles demise
Kohima Sumi Hoho (KSH) has condoled the demise of 
Lieutenant Colonel Suhoi Jakhalu, who passed away on 
October 19, adding an indelible blackout created by his 
death in the mind of Sumis, especially for the officers and 
senior citizens have been an insurmountable moment. 
The hoho president Dr. Vinito L Chishi described him as 
a man of gentle spirit, who possessed strong courage 
to help young and old alike in times of need besides 
rendering tireless service to Ex-Service men of Indian 
Army with his vast experience in different capacities. 
The hoho lamented that it would miss his support 
and encouragement at such a time when the younger 
generation are at crossroad. KSH looked ahead with 
optimism and a sense of accomplishment that has been 
left behind for all to cherish.

Students training held in SXC, Jalukie
Dr. Patu K Zeliang from ICAR, Medziphema, together 
with Dr. Kenny Rhetso, Chief Technical Officer, and James 
Kikon, Assistant Chief Technical Officer, organised a day-
long training for the students of St. Xavier College, Jalukie, 
on October 25. The programme included sessions on seed 
production technology of vegetable crops and hand-on 
training to make pineapple squash and jam. Meanwhile, 
the college has expressed gratitude and appreciation for 
imparting skill development and entrepreneurship to the 
students through the programme.
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WCH lauds Dimapur police

Dimapur, Oct. 26 (EMN): Amur Falcon 
(falcon amurenisis) has started arriving at 
roosting site at Ntu-Barak valley in Naga-
land. The bird of  prey which undertakes 
one of the longest migrations was seen in 
thousands on October 25 at the roosting 
site of the valley and is expected to arrive in 
multitudes in the coming days. 

Besides the Ntu-Barak valley, the Amur 
falcon also roosts at Doyang area in Wokha 
district, Nuiland area in Dimapur district, 
and Yaongyimchen in Longleng district. 

Mention may be made here that last year 
a total of five satellite tracking solar-powered 
Amur Falcon were tagged and released 
from Nagaland namely Amur Falcon Ha-
khizhe, Amur Falcon Intanki, Amur Falcon 
Longleng, Amur Falcon Eninum and Amur 
Falcon Phom.

Caroline K Angami, Wildlife Warden, 

Dimapur, informed that Amur Falcon is pro-
tected under Wildlife Protection Act, 1972, 
adding that trapping or killing of the birds 
is a criminal offence punishable with three 
years rigorous imprisonment or fine of Rs 
25,000 or both with fine and imprisonment. 
She also reminded that as per Notification 
No. CSO/1/GEN/2013, dated 12th of June 
2013 and No.DRD/NR/P-1/2002, dated 
Kohima, the 18th June 2013, the villages in-
dulging in wildlife crime would be penalised 
by stopping their grant-in-aids allocations 
and the funds be utilised for environmental 
protection activities by the government.

Wildlife Warden, Dimapur, has ap-
pealed all not to harm or kill but to welcome 
the State guests and make their stay pleas-
ant and provide safe passage as  Nagas are 
known nationally and internationally as 
conservationists.

Dimapur, Oct. 26 (EMN): 
Mon Chamber of  Com-
m e r c e  a n d  I n d u s t r y 
(MCCI) has decided to 
hold its general meeting 
cum 6th foundation day 
programme on December 
1 at Mon Council Hall at 
1 p.m.

In connection, its gen-
eral secretary Unok SN has 
informed all the business 
establishments of  Mon 
headquarters to attend the 
programme without fail. 
It has also extended invita-
tion to the business estab-
lishments from Tizit, Nag-

inimora, Aboi and Tobu 
towns to the programme.

Meanwhile,  al l  the 
businessmen from Mon 
headquarter are informed 
to clear membership fees 
for the tenure 2017-18 on or 
before November 25.

It also informed all the 
business establishment in 
Mon headquarter not to 
pay any illegal taxes/do-
nation. It has asked all 
members to immediately 
report such cases to the 
organisation. 

It has also directed all 
shop owners not to sell 

liquor, opium, adding the 
organisation would not be 
held responsible for any 
action befalling on the vio-
lators in future.

It further notified the 
Additional District Supply 
Officer, all Block SKs, all 
VDBs, coordinator SSA 
Mon in-charge, and all the 
fair price shops in Mon 
district that the supply rice 
and MDM rice should not 
be diverted in the market. 
It has cautioned to initiate 
action as per the law if  rice 
are found in the shop from 
the concerned account.

Dimapur, Oct 26 (EMN): 
With a view to complete 
the TDS registration proc-
ess for all the government 
departments by Novem-
ber 15, the Department of  
State Taxes has launched 
special TDS registration 
services by nominating the 
nodal officers from each 
Districts State Taxes offices 
with immediate effect.

In the regard, Commis-
sioner of  Taxes Y Mhat-
hung Murry has requested 
all DDOs from the Central 
and State government de-

partments and establish-
ments, local authorities and 
governmental agencies in 
the State, who makes an 
agreement or contract for 
supply of  taxable goods or 
services including works 
contract and makes pay-
ment for such supplies of  
goods and services, to con-
tact the nodal officers of  
the concerned district for 
any assistance relating to 
TDS registration under 
the Nagaland Goods and 
Service Tax Act, 2017. 

He further informed 

that departments could 
also visit any of  the District 
State Taxes Offices during 
office working hours with 
the required documents 
(PAN or TAN of  the de-
partment, PAN and photo 
of  the DDO and an au-
thorisation letter from the 
HoD)) and get it registered 
from the nodal officers.

The overall exercise 
of  the special registration 
services would be super-
vised by Wochamo Odyou, 
Additional Commissioner 
of  State Taxes.

Dimapur, Oct. 26 (EMN): A two-week 
painting training programme successfully 
concluded at Modern College. The train-
ing was organized by Modern College in 
collaboration with Dzüvürü Panchayat 
and supported by Tata Trust and Asian 
Paints. 

The programme consisted of two parts: 
theory and practical. During the theory 
class, various knowledge and informa-
tion on colours and paints were imparted 
through short videos, slides and lectures, 
while the practical class was conducted at 
Dzüvürü Panchayat hall. 

In the practical classes, trainees were 
actually exposed to the actual realm of  
paintings with various colours. Besides, 
trainees were taught the art of  painting 
various special designs. 

Initially 16 applicants were enrolled for 

the programme. However on screening, 14 
applicants were found eligible and short-
listed for the training. The programme 
was aimed at youth especially school and 
college dropouts so that they may acquire 
skills with which they can earn their liveli-
hood. 

As a skill centre, Modern College had 
earlier provided training on carpentry and 
currently has Bachelor Vocation in Retail 
Management & IT.  

At the inaugural function, various 
speakers including colony GB, Pan-
chayat secretary, elders, vice principal 
and Wasikur Rehman, trainer, spoke on 
the importance of  painting as a profes-
sion. Certificates will be awarded to all 
the successful candidates based on their 
performances both in theory and practical 
by Asian Paints.

Dimapur, Oct 26 (EMN): 
Western Chakhesang Hoho 
(WCH) has lauded the com-
mendable service of  the 
Dimapur Police in arresting 
two persons in connection 
with the assassinate attempt 
on the life of L Duolo, pro-
prietor of Kuda Cold Stor-
age, Dimapur.

The accused have been 
identified as ‘SS’ Capt. 
NSCN (K), Hekato Chopy 
(34), son fo Shevikhu of  
Litsami village and a resi-
dent of  Doyapur, Dimapur, 
and Aliet Haflongbar (27), 
son of  Opich of  Ganeshna-
gar village, Doyapur, Di-
mapur.

WCH has forewarned 
the legal fraternities or any 
party not to move bail for 
the accused under any cir-
cumstances but award be-
fitting punishment at the 
earliest to the law breakers 

and anti social elements. 
‘If  such hardcore goons 

threatening the life of  the 
peace loving hardwork-
ing citizens are not put 
behind the bar, the laws 
of  the land will have no 
meaning where the life of  
the citizens are constantly 
put under the mercy of  the 
gun totting elements with 
monetary demand and ex-
tortion slips, who are no 
less than social parasites 
of  today’s Naga society 
and became a huge thread 
and roadblock to the en-
trepreneurs,’ a WCH press 
release issued by Vekhosayi 
Nyekha stated.

Meanwhile, WCH has 
lauded the all rank and file 
of  Dimapur Police espe-
cially the Dimapur Police 
Special Operation Team 
(SOT) in arresting the ac-
cused.

NTC:  Nagaland Tribe 
Council (NTC) has con-
demned the brutal day-
light murder of  Alino 
Lotha by Rupak Singh and 
stated that such heinous 
act deserves condemna-
tion from all sections of  
society. 

NTC hoped that the 
criminal-justice system will 
pronounce fast and award 
befitting punishment to the 
accused. NTC also stressed 
on the need to strengthen 
the system so as to ensure 
justice for the victims. 

Terming Alino’s mur-
der case as an open and 

shut case, NTC urged the 
police to conclude its in-
vestigation at the earliest. It 
added that the outpouring 
of  public anger as reflected 
in the October 25 public 
rally should be taken note 
of  seriously by the govern-
ment. 

With the increasing cas-
es of  crime against women 
in the State with little re-
dressal measures, it urged 
the government to set up 
fast-track courts to settle 
such matters.
MKPON: Mech Kach-
ari Public Organization 
Nagaland (MKPON) has 

also strongly condemned 
the murder of  Alino Lotha 
in broad daylight by one 
Rupak Singh at New Mar-
ket, Dimapur, on October 
23.

The organisation has 
urged the administration to 
punish the accused as deem 
fit of  the heinous crime 
and set an example so that 
such barbaric crimes are 
not repeated. The organi-
sation further conveyed 
condolence to the bereaved 
family members and also 
prayed to the Almighty to 
grant eternal peace to the 
departed soul.

Mokokchung, Oct. 26 
(EMN): Wangshitemjen, a 
Class IX student of  Queen 
Mary Higher Secondary 
School, was declared cham-
pion of  the inter-school es-
say writing competition, 
organised by the Mokokc-
hung District Legal Service 

Authority (MDLSA) on 
the topic “Child Rights” on 
October 14.

Rishiben Walling, a 
Class X student of  Jubilee 
Memorial Higher Second-
ary School, and Anamika, 
a Class VIII student of  
Jubilee Memorial Higher 

Secondary School, were 
declared winners in the 
second and third places 
respectively.

MDLSA has informed 
the winners to collect their 
cash awards and certifi-
cates from its office from 
October 30.

WEAtHEr ForECASt iN otHEr DiStriCtS 

Max Min DP rH rF

WoKHA 21.2 12.6 13.5 70 NIL

ZBt 23.6 17.3 20.9 81 NIL

MoN 27 18 17.7 81 NIL

tuENSANG 21 15.2 18.8 93 NIL

MKG 24 18.4 18.4 81 NIL

PHEK 22.5 10.2 13.5 79 NIL

KiPHirE 26.2 11 23.9 98 NIL

SECHÜ ZuBZA 24 13 15.5 68 NIL

LoNGLENG 17.4 13.2 9.8 61 NIL

tSEMiNYu 24 15.4 14.7 60 NIL

JALuKiE - - - - -

MANGKoLEMBA 28 19 19.3 85 NIL

*Dew Point (DP) *Relative Humidity (RH) * Rainfall (RF)

Source: Department of Soil & Water Conservation, Nagaland 

Dimapur, Oct. 26 (EMN): Persever-
ance Club Kohima (PCK), in partner-
ship with Kohima College Students’ 
Council and District Tobacco Control 
Cell Kohima, has organised an acoustic 
musical concert on the theme “Aware-
ness on tobacco consumption through 

music and act” on October 25 at APO 
Hall. 

The event marked by the mesmeris-
ing voices of young enthusiastic artists. 
The special appearances of beat-boxing 
and the Dreamz Unlimited took the 
stage to a higher standard through their 

Dimapur, Oct. 26 (EMN): Pfutsero Gov-
ernment College (PGC) held a NAAC 
consultative meeting with IQAC team of  
Kohima College on October 25.

The college principal, Dr. Moano-
chet Longchar, made a brief  summary 
of  the college affairs both administra-
tion and development as well as central 
evaluation system adopted in the college 
for efficient function.

The vice principal, Lalboi Singsit, 
also highlighted the progress and devel-
opment of  the college and mentioned 
the background of  the college IQAC 
cell. 

He said that IQAC was formed in 
2013 with Dr. Watijungshi Jamir, former 
principal of  PGC, to meet the UGC 
standard for NAAC. He has thanked 
Dr. Watijungshi as the college could 

introduced Sociology Department and 
also managed to acquire the 2 (f) status 
for the college during his tenure as of-
ficiating principal. 

Keeping in mind, the need for NAAC 
credit, he proposed for a separate NAAC 
cell for all evaluation works. Few areas 
that need immediate attention included 
release of  college journal, efficient func-
tioning of  tutorial counselling, PTA, 
alumni etc.

Each department delivered their 
reports and raised vital queries which 
were well responded by the NAAC 
IQAC team of  Kohima College. The 
consultative meeting was followed by 
reviews, opinions, guidance, feedbacks 
and suggestion by the IQAC team of  
Kohima College led by the principal, Dr. 
Watijungshi Jamir.

evergreen act on the theme. 
Apart from the artists, Dr. Aringla 

Walling, District Nodal Officer (Medi-
cal), presented a power-point presenta-
tion on the ill effect of consuming to-
bacco/intoxicants and the loss it causes 
to socio-economic life of an individual 
and the society. 

The event was graced by Katho 
P Awomi, Programme Coordinator 
of  All Nagaland College Students’ 
Union. The special guest, while high-
lighting the losses caused by intoxi-
cants and the amount of  hazardous 
substances tobacco carries, challenged 
and encouraged the gathering to start 
a beginning of  tobacco free life. He 
was accompanied by his colleagues 
and general secretaries from various 
colleges under Kohima and Dimapur 
districts.

The event was beautified with 
interesting raffle draw of an acoustic 
guitar worth Rs 10,000. The organis-
ers through the event conveyed a loud 
and clear message to the citizens to 
“Choose life, Not tobacco.”
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School Education’s Principal Director Smita Sarangi 
addressing students at the state-level science 
exhibition at Kohima on October 26. Students display a model at the science exhibition. 

Soumyajit Maitra and Krishanu Dey seen at work with photographers at the one-day free service camp at  
the Nikon Experience Zone at Dimapur town on Thursday.

A glimpse of the Transformation Crusade. 

State

Principal Director Smita 
Sarangi has said that she 
was aware of  the fact 
that the level of  math 
and science education 
in the state was lagging 
compared to others in the 
country.

Attributing this gap 
to the lack of  adequate 
number of  math and sci-
ence teachers in many 
of  the schools, Sarangi 
said she has received nu-
merous complaints from 
many quarters in the 
state in this regard. Over 
the years this problem 
has aggravated which has 
resulted in poor perform-
ance in said subjects, the 
official said. 

Nevertheless, she in-
formed that the school 
education department 
was keen on trying to 
mitigate this gap, for 

which a recruitment ex-
amination for math and 
science teachers was con-
ducted recently. 

Sarangi expressed 
hope that the results 
would be declared soon. 
Hopefully by the next 
academic session, at least 
the deficiency at the high 
school level will come 
down. 

While noting that 
students were suffering 
because of  the lack of  
infrastructure and ad-
equate equipment, she 
informed that the depart-
ment was trying to sup-
port the high schools and 
higher secondary schools 
that are opting for the sci-
ence stream; the support 
is in the form of  incen-
tives to ensure that labs 
and basic equipments are 
available. 

Trying to bridge ‘deficiency’  
in math and science teachers

Nikon offers free service to brand’s DSLR owners 

Mkg. fair price shops seek reimbursement  

Transformation Crusade reaches Chozuba town

‘Developing your skill will 
teach you how to compete’ 
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EM Images
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do not have a service cen-
tre. Nikon customers have 
to go to Guwahati for serv-
icing, Maitra said. With 
the increase in the number 
of  amateur photographers 
and Nikon users, he said, 
Dimapur should at least 
have a collection centre for 
Nikon customers which 

will ease their inconven-
iences and assist photog-
raphers. 

“Day by day amateur 
photographers are getting 
into photography which 
is indeed a good sign and 
photography has become 
much easier with technol-
ogy. However with no serv-

ice centre for its users, it 
could be a setback for pho-
tography enthusiasts and 
customers,” said Maitra, 
who himself  has 15 years 
of  experience as a photog-
rapher. 

Servicing engineer, 
Nikon Guwahati Krishanu 
Dey, assisted in the camp.

Our Correspondent
Mokokchung, Oct. 26 (EMN): The 
Fair Price Shop Dealers Association of  
Mokokchung (FPSDAM) has appealed 
for ‘re-reimbursement’ for service 
charges from the government / depart-
ment of Food and Civil Supplies.

A press release from the asso-
ciation signed by Lanumeren, general 
secretary, stated that the group has 
resolved to appeal to the government 
and the department in concern for 
‘reimbursement of  transportation, 
loading and unloading charges and 

handling commission at the earliest 
as per a government directive dated 
02/06/2016.’

The release stated that even after 
15 months of  ‘waiting patiently,’ the 
government had not paid the dues as  
declared in the order.

This inaction on the part of  the 
government has had an ‘adverse’ 
impact on fair price shop dealers, and  
‘making it difficult to run normal busi-
ness,’ the group claimed.

The association has cautioned 
that should the government fail to 

reimburse the charges by the 10th of  
November this year, the association 
has already resolved to take an own 
course of  action and that the ‘asso-
ciation will not be held responsible for 
any untoward incident.’

Further, the association has re-
quested the government to update the 
‘status of sugar’ in Mokokchung dis-
trict and to clarify whether the supply 
of sugar from the centre had ceased. 
The government is asked to make 
known the reason for the unavailabil-
ity of sugar in the district.

Mkg. fair price shops seek reim-
bursement  

Our Correspondent
Mokokchung, Oct. 26 (EMN): 

The Fair Price Shop Dealers As-
sociation of Mokokchung (FPSDAM) 
has appealed for ‘re-reimbursement’ 
from the government / department 
of Food and Civil Supplies for service 
charges.

A press release from the asso-
ciation signed by Lanumeren, general 
secretary, stated that the group has 
resolved to appeal to the government 

and department in concern for ‘reim-
bursement of transportation, loading 
and unloading charges and handling 
commission at the earliest as per a gov-
ernment directive dated 02/06/2016.’

However, the release stated, even 
after 15 months of ‘waiting patiently,’ 
the government has not paid the due 
as declared in the order.

This inaction on the part of  the 
government has made an ‘adverse’ im-
pact on fair price shop dealers ‘making 
it difficult to run normal business,’ the 
group claimed.

The association has cautioned 

that should the government fail to 
reimburse for the charges by the 10th 
of November this year, the association 
has already resolved to take an own 
course of  action and that the ‘asso-
ciation will not be held responsible for 
any untoward incident.’

Further, the association has re-
quested the government to update the 
‘status of sugar’ in Mokokchung dis-
trict and to clarify whether the supply 
of sugar from the centre had ceased. 
The government is asked to make 
known the reason for the unavailabil-
ity of sugar in the district.

Our Correspondent
Kohima, Oct. 26 (EMN): 
The gover nment  high 
school at Lingrijan in Di-
mapur has been declared 
the winner of  the state-
level science exhibition 
for 2017. The event was 
organised as part of  the 
Rashtriya Avishkar Ab-
hiyan (RAA) programme, 
by the Rashtriya Mad-
hyamik Shiksha Abhiyan 
of  Nagaland. The event 
was conducted with the 
theme ‘non conventional 
source of  energy for sub-
stitution of  non-renewable 
energy.’

The government high-
er secondary schools of  
Mayangnokcha in Mokok-
chung and Phek were ad-
judged the second and 
third-placed winners. Nine 
schools from across the 
state participated in the 
event. The exhibition was 
held at the State Council 
of  Educational Research 
& Training in Kohima on 
Oct. 26.

Speaking at the pro-
gramme as the chief  guest, 
Smita Sarangi, principal 
director of  School Educa-
tion, said that although all 
cannot be scientists some 
have the scientific bend 
of  mind with the ‘special 
gift’ of  having a scientific 
mind.

Hence, Sarangi said 
that the platform tries 
to identify such talents 
among students and in 
those who show a future in 
the discipline. The schools 
were encouraged to take 
up the activity more keen-
ly because ‘unless we par-
ticipate more and more 

and try to develop better 
and bigger models, we will 
never be able know what 
we are capable of.’ 

Observing that there 
was no dearth of  talent 
among students, Sarangi 
maintained that it was 
important to realise one’s 
potential and learn to iden-
tify it by taking advantages 
of  whatever opportunity 
comes their way. ‘Once 
you develop yourself  you 
will learn to compete,’ 
she said.

A l so  po in t ing  ou t 
that a person usually acts 
according to what they 
think, Sarangi asserted 
‘if  you can think in a fu-
turistic manner then the 
future of  our state is in 
safe hands.’

In his keynote address, 
deputy mission director 
for the RMSA Timothy 
Thong said that the objec-
tive of  conducting science 
exhibitions for secondary 
students was also to de-
velop a ‘scientific attitude 
in the young minds, to 
make them realise the in-
terdependence of  science, 
technology and socio-eco-
nomic development.’

RAA focuses on con-
nec t ing  schoo l -based 
knowledge to life outside 
school and to make learn-
ing science and mathemat-
ics a joyful and meaningful 
activity, he explained.

The programme, he 
said, was a ‘convergent 
framework’ that aims at 
‘nurturing a spirit of  en-
quiry and creativity, love 
for science and mathe-
matics and effective use 
of  technology amongst 

Dimapur, Oct. 26 (EMN): 
The Transformation Cru-
sade will be held again at 
the Chozuba town’s local 
ground tomorrow at 5 pm 
with speaker Rokopra Me-
kro, asst. pastor of Koinonia 
Baptist church, updates on 

Thursday have informed. 
A press release on 

Thursday informed about 
the second day of the Chris-
tian event. Velavoyi Keyho, 
pastor of  Phezoucha Nag-
amese Baptist Church was 
the speaker, the updates 

stated.  He talked about 
Jesus’ ministry with his dis-
ciples; it was marked by 
miracles, signs and wonders 
following them, the updates  
stated. Jesus Christ taught 
them out of their ‘little faith.’ 
Calling to the congregation 

Lingrijan high school takes science competition 

children and also encour-
age those who show an 
inclination and talent for 
these subjects by support-
ing them to heights of  
academic excellence and 
research.’

Thong pointed out also 
that the programme aimed 
at providing a common 
platform to school teach-
ers and students for them 
to illustrate ideas and give 
shape to creative and in-
novative thoughts besides 
providing a scope for the 
development of  students 
in the field of  science. 

The official was opti-

mistic that the platform 
would help children and 
teachers to learn from 
each other’s experience 
and motivate them to de-
sign and develop things 
that are new. It also serves 
as a medium to popular-
ise science and increase 
awareness among stake-
holders, which is the very 
essence of  RAA.

The juries for the ex-
hibition were Elizabeth 
Wa l l i n g ,  a s s t .  p r o f . , 
NCTE; Daniel Thong, 
assoc. prof., SCERT; and 
Keneisalie Nakhro, aca-
demic officer, NBSE.

Staff Reporter 
Dimapur, Oct. 26 (EMN): 
As part of  commitment to 
customer service, Nikon of-
fered a one-day free service 
camp for owners of  Nikon 
DSLR on Thursday Oct.26 
at the Nikon Experience 
Zone (Redefine), a unit 
of  Synergy Systems) at 
Dimapur. 

The free service in-
cluded image sensor clean-
ing, lens-cleaning for free, 
firmware up grade and 
product inspection. The 
free service camp took in 
more than 100 cameras 
for servicing, according to 
Soumyajit Maitra, senior 
executive for technical sup-
port of  Nikon Kolkata. 

Through the service, 
Nikon is making an effort 
to serve its loyal custom-
ers in ‘goodwill’ and this 
is the first time the brand 
is organising such camp 
in the state, Maitra said. 
He added that Nikon will 
make an effort to continue 
providing such services to 
its customers.

The support technician 
acknowledged that Di-
mapur, unlike other cities, 

about how long they had 
been a ‘Christian’ and still 
have little faith in God, he 
stated that ‘God is the one 
who still heals and delivers 
you.’  Like Jesus disciples, 
he said, ‘God will teach you 
to have faith in your storms 
if you give your life to Jesus. 
He is always ready to answer 
your prayers if  you have 
faith in him.’

The updates informed 
that the Transformation 
Crusade, which is being con-
ducted with the theme ‘Arise 
and shine,’ Isaiah 60:1, began 
in 2013. It was first held at 
Kohima and now is touring 
all the districts of Nagaland, 
the updates informed. 

It has so far covered 
Kohima, Dimapur, Phek, 
Wokha and now at sub-
division Chozuba, organised 
by the Chozuba Area Baptist 
Church Council.
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Connect Asean capitals from 
Guwahati —  Sonowal urges Raju

KYO submits memorandum against 
fake pharmacist registration

Mizoram panel to study 7th Pay Commission recommendations

CBI to probe Bodo leader 
murder; union demands 
prompt arrests

Manipur holds seminar on ethnography, historiography and NE India 

Assam CM invites Sushma to 
global investors summit

Khandu inaugurates Tawang festival ‘24-year long LF rule & Tripura still backward’

Manipur 
minister attends 
con. in Delhi

Khandu expresses concern over meagre allocation to NEC

Assam gets its first glossary on medicinal, aromatic plants

Guwahati, Oct. 26 (IANS): 
Assam Chief  Minister Sarbananda 
Sonowal on Thursday requested 
Union Minister for Civil Aviation 
Ashok Gajapathi Raju to extend 
the UDAN scheme to Guwahati to 
connect the capitals of  Asean and 
South Asian countries.

Sonowal met Raju in Delhi 
and said Guwahati can become a 
regional aviation hub considering 
the fact the Asean and South 
Asian countries’ capitals are 

within two hours’ flying time from 
Guwahati.

“We propose that UDAN (Ude 
Desh Ka Aam Nagrik) scheme may 
be tweaked to cover all destinations 
within two hours flying time from 
Guwahati, making the capital 
city as the regional aviation hub. 
This will also help realising Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi’s vision 
for northeast as the new engine 
of  new India and in the light of  
Act East Policy,” Sonowal told 

Gajapathi Raju.
The Chief  Minister contended 

this single modification in the 
scheme would be a true action 
on the Act East Policy, bringing 
huge economic benefits to the 
northeast. 

“The vision of  the Prime 
Minister for northeast as the 
new engine of  new India will be 
actualised with this step as it will 
boost trade and tourism in the 
region in an unprecedented way,” 

he said .
Sonowal requested Raju to give 

the go-ahead for the same before 
the Global Investment Summit 
scheduled from February 3 next 
year in Guwahati to be inaugurated 
by the Prime Minister. 

The Civil Aviation Minister 
said the Ministry would examine 
the proposal and consider bringing 
in a new scheme for air connectivity 
with the Asean and South Asian 
countries from Guwahati.

Our Correspondent
Diphu, Oct.  26:  The 
Karbi Youth Organisation 
(KYO) has demanded 
immediate action against 
those medical stores who 
run their pharmacy under 
fake pharmacist registration 
as per Assam Pharmacy 
Council list while making 
mandatory the presence of  
Pharmacist in every medical 
store as per Pharmacy 
Act, 1948 under section 
42. This was stated in the 

memorandum submitted on 
Oct. 25 to Karbi Anglong 
Deputy Commissioner, 
Adil Khan.

The organisations also 
mentioned that they had 
submitted memorandum 
earlier on October 16, 2017 
against pharmacy plying on 
fake pharmacist registration 
in the district and thus 
playing with the life of  
common peoples of  the 
district by violating Drugs 
& Cosmetic Act. 1940 and 

rules 1948 (under the section 
42 of this Act. Drugs are to 
be dispensed purely by a 
registered pharmacist only 
and presence of Pharmacist 
is  mandator y in each 
pharmacy). 

But till now no action 
has been taken by the 
author i ty  a l leged the 
organisation.  

The  memorandum 
was signed by its General 
Secretary Se-im Teron and 
President Jackyson Terang.

Aizawl, Oct. 26 (PTI): The 
Mizoram government has decided 
to set up a committee to study 
the Seventh Pay Commission 
recommendations even as it agreed 
in principle to implement it in the 
state. This was decided at a meeting 
of  the Council of  Ministers last 
evening.

The 42,457 regular state 
government employees would 
require additional allocation of Rs 

563 crore annually if  the Seventh 
Pay Commission recommendations 
were implemented, state finance 
department officials said.

Chief Secretary Lalmalsawma 
said that at present, 36-37 per cent of  
the total state annual budget is used 
for paying off the salaries of the state 
government employees.

The expenditure on salaries 
did not include the salaries of  
employees of  Lai, Mara and 

Chakma autonomous district 
councils, teachers working in deficit 
schools and contract and muster roll 
workers, Lalmalsawma said.

The meeting also approved 
the proposal for creation of  
629 new posts for the proposed 
establishment of the lone Medical 
College -- Mizoram Institute of  
Medical Education and Research 
(MIMER) -- at the Falkawn village 
near Aizawl.

Agartala, Oct. 26 (PTI): Union 
minister Dr Virendra Kumar today 
alleged that Tripura remained 
backward though the Left Front 
has been ruling the state for 24 long 
years. The performance of the state 
government in minority welfare 
and social welfare is not up to the 
mark and women are not getting the 
facilities due to them, Kumar said.

“Tripura remained so backward, 

though the Marxists are ruling the 
state for 24 years. They have no 
success in healthcare, education 
and employment of the youth,” the 
Union minister of state for women 
empowerment and minority welfare 
told a press conference.

Winds of  change are blowing 
in the state, he said adding that BJP 
would form the next government in 
Tripura. The Assembly election for 

the 60-member house is scheduled 
to be held in February next year.

The Union minister alleged that 
the law and order had collapsed 
in the state and common people, 
especially women, have no security. 
Kumar, BJP MP from Tikamgarh 
in Madhya Pradesh, reviewed 
activities of  minority affairs with 
state government officials in the 
Civil Secretariat yesterday.

Guwahati/Kokrajhar, Oct. 
26 (PTI): The Centre has 
handed over the case of the 
killing of All Bodo Minority 
Students Union (ABMSU) 
president Lafikul Islam to 
the CBI, even as the union 
staged protests in Kokrajhar 
today demanding immediate 
arrest of the killers.

The move to hand over 
the case to CBI followed 
a request from the Assam 
government to the Centre. 
A notif ication to this 
regard was issued by the 
Centre yesterday, a state 
government release said.

“ T h o u g h  a  C B I 
inves t iga t ion  i s  most 
welcome, the probe should 
h ave  b e g u n  e a r l i e r,” 
ABMSU general secretary 
Shahkamal Khandakar told 
PTI.

Supporters of the union 
took out protest rallies in 
Kokrajhar today carrying 
placards and demanding 
the arrest of Lafikul Islam’s 
killers, Khandakar said.

T h e  G o v e r n m e n t 
Railway Police and the police 
said ABMSU supporters 
attempted to put up rail 
blockades at Kokrajhar and 

Salakati but they were foiled.
“Since August, we have 

been demanding that a CBI 
inquiry be done and had met 
Chief Minister Sarbananda 
Sonowal several times. He 
assured us of a CBI probe,” 
Khandakar said.

However, the chief  
minister had said at the time 
that as the process could 
take some time, a special 
investigation team (SIT), 
constituted by the state 
government, would carry 
forward the probe in the 
interim, Khandakar added.

The ABMSU general 
secretary said that they had 
not received any official 
communication about the 
CBI inquiry from the state 
government.

Lafikul Islam was killed 
by unidentified miscreants at 
Titaguri market in Kokrajhar 
district on August 1 this year.

The Assam government 
had constituted a SIT 
headed by Inspector General 
of Police Anurag Tankha to 
inquire into the murder, and 
had provided ex-gratia relief  
of Rs 5 lakh to the next of  
kin of  the slain ABMSU 
leader.

Our Correspondent
I m p h a l ,  O c t .  2 6 : 
The two day national 
seminar on Ethnography, 
Historiography and North 
East India was inaugurated 
in the Committee Room 
o f  Vice -Chance l lo r ’s 
Secre ta r ia t ,  Manipur 
University on Thursday, 
Oct. 26. 

The seminar is jointly 
organised by The Asiatic 
Society, Kolkata and the 
Department of  History, 
Manipur University. 

Vice- Chancellor Prof  

Adya Prasad Pandey of  
Manipur University, General 
Secretary Dr Satyabrata 
Chakarabarti of the Asiatic 
Society, Kolkata, Dean Prof  
N Lokendra Singh of School 
of Social Sciences, Manipur 
University, attended the 
function as chief guest, guest 
of  honour and functional 
president respectively.

S p e a k i n g  o n  t h e 
occasion, Vice-Chancellor, 
Prof  Pandey highlighted 
that Manipur is well known 
for its ancient, medieval and 
modern history in the book 

of world history. Moreover 
Manipur is also culturally 
very rich, community, 
society, historians, scholars 
and that the teachers should 
work together to protect, 
preserve and popularise the 
cultural heritage of Manipur. 

Many parts of India and 
the world are not aware 
about historical events 
and achievements, ancient 
architecture, historical 
monuments and cultural 
r ichness  of  Manipur, 
Prof  Pandey said through 
such kind of  seminars, 

conferences one can send 
historical messages to the 
community, society and 
nation as a whole.

I n  h i s  s p e e c h  D r 
Chakarbar t i  nar ra ted 
historical background, past 
glory of the Asiatic Society, 
which was originated during 
the British and is one of the 
oldest functional societies in 
India, he stated.

Prof  Lokendra Singh 
in his speech briefed about 
the socio-economic and 
political scenario of North-
East India. Since last many 

decades the academicians 
especially, from North-East 
region are re-evaluating and 
reassessing the historical 
artefacts of the region which 
is a good sign for further 
research on the subject he 
said. 

Head Department of  
History Prof. L Kunjeswori 
Devi of Manipur University 
Seminar Coordinator Dr 
H Sudhir kumar Singh 
also spoke and shared their 
feelings and main agenda of  
the seminar during the day’s 
gathering. 

Our Correspondent
Imphal, Oct. 26: Manipur 
Consumer Affairs, Food 
& Public Distribution and 
Revenue Minister Karam 
S hya m  a t t e n d e d  t h e 
inaugural function of  the 
International Conference 
on Consumer Protection for 
East, South and South-East 
Countries in New Delhi on 
Thursday. 

P r i m e  M i n i s t e r 
Narendra Modi inaugurated 
the conference which is 
being held on the theme 
‘Empowering Consumers in 
New Markets.’ 

Speaking to the Rajya 
Sabha Television (RSTV) 
on the sidelines of  the 
conference, Minister Karam 
Shyam said that in Manipur 
consumer protection has 
been effectively implemented 
since the new government 
came to power in 2017, 
according to officials sources 
available here.

T h e  t wo - d ay  l o n g 
c o n f e r e n c e  i s  b e i n g 
organised by the Department 
of  Consumer Affairs, 
Gover nment  of  India 
and the United Nations 
Conference on Trade and 
Development. CAF& PD 
and Revenue Minister 
Karam Shyam, Director 
Yumnam Ranjan CAF & 
PD and other officials are 
representing the State.

New Delhi ,  Oct .  26 
( I A N S ) :  P r o m o t i n g 
investment opportunities 
in Assam, Chief  Minister 
Sarbananda Sonowal on 
Wednesday invited External 
Affairs Minister Sushma 
Swaraj to be the chief guest 
of the closing ceremony of  
Advantage Assam, the first 
ever global investors summit 
in the Northeast.

“Held a meeting with 
External Affairs Minister 
Smt. @SushmaSwaraj ji in 
New Delhi and discussed 
a range of issues related to 
#ActEast policy,” Sonowal 
tweeted late on Wednesday 
night.

“ I n v i t e d  S m t .  @
SushmaSwaraj ji to Global 
Investors’ Summit 2018 as 
chief  guest of  the closing 
ceremony,” he said.

Organised by industry 
body Ficci along with 
the state government, 
Advantage Assam will 
be held in Guwahati on 
February 3-4, 2018.

In a  cur ta in-ra iser 

c o n f e r e n c e  h e r e  o n 
Tuesday ahead of  the 
summit, Sonowal, while 
wooing investors, said that 
“we will have to go hand-
in-hand”.

“Please come to Assam 
with an open mind. We 
are ready to extend full 
cooperation to you”, he said.

T h e  A d v a n t a g e 
Assam investors summit 
will focus on eight major 
sectors: pharmaceuticals 
and medical equipment; 
plastics and petrochemicals; 
power; river transport 
and port townships; IT 
and IT-enabled services; 
handloom, textiles and 
handicra f t s ;  tour i sm, 
hospitality and wellness; 
and agri -hor t iculture, 
food processing, organic 
cultivation and bamboo.

The summit is being 
organised keeping in view 
the fact that the Northeast 
is the centre of  India’s 
engagement with southeast 
Asia under New Delhi’s Act 
East Policy.

Tawang (Arunachal), Oct. 26 
(PTI): Arunachal Pradesh Chief  
Minister Pema Khandu today 
declared open the fifth edition of  
Tawang festival here.

T h e  c h i e f  m i n i s t e r 
inaugurated the four-day festival 
in the presence of North Eastern 
Council (NEC) secretary Ram 
Muivah, RWD parliamentary 
secretary Jambey Tashi, Tawang 
MLA Tsering Tashi and Tourism 
secretary Dr Joram Beda.

Earlier the chief  minister 
inaugurated the exhibition stalls 
where products and materials 
from various government 
de par tments,  NGOs and 
local community bodies were 
showcased. The stalls have 
products from horticulture, 
agriculture, forest and textile 
departments.

Local organisations also 
displayed their traditional 
handlooms, traditional paper 
making technique and local 
ornaments.

The festival also has food 
stalls from different communities 
of the state selling tribal delicacies. 
The NEC secretary inaugurated 
the traditional games and sports 
competition.

The competition will be held 
on local archery, weightlifting, 
shotput, tug of  war, Thepi, 
Glangnyuri and Lei, an official 
release informed.

Earlier in the morning, 
Khandu attended the street 
carnival show held at old market.

The street show will be 
held for three days.On the first 
day, Yak dance from different 
villages of  Khirmu, Mukto, 
Gyankhar, Bomdir, Gonkhar 
were displayed.

The first day of the evening 
cultural show will have special 
presentation from international 
artists Tenzin Kunsel and Ani 
Choying Droma.

The show will also have 
cultural presentation from Adi, 
Nyishi and Monpa tribe.

Tawang (Arunachal), Oct. 26 
(PTI): Arunachal Pradesh Chief  
Minister Pema Khandu today 
expressed concern over meagre 
allocation to the North Eastern 
Council (NEC) and said less 
allocation will make the council 
fall short of serving any purpose.

Khandu during a meeting 
with NEC secretary Ram Muivah 
here, discussed several pressing 
issues regarding the council that 

require urgent attention, an official 
communique said.

The North Eastern Council is 
the nodal agency for the economic 
and social development of  the 
North Eastern Region which 
consists of  the eight states of  
Arunachal Pradesh, Assam, 
Manipur, Meghalaya, Mizoram, 
Nagaland, Sikkim and Tripura.

T h e  N E C  a l l o c a t i o n 
substantially decreased from 9th 

Five Year Plan onwards and since 
then has remained stagnant.

Pointing out the large gap 
arising due to meagre resources 
made available with that of  the 
aspiration of the constituent states, 
the chief  minister informed that 
demand for funds from constituent 
states each year has increased and 
that stood at an average of Rs 4800 
crore annually.

He pointed out the need for 

raise in resource allocation for 
core areas and for the large projects 
with inter-state regional character, 
which is the mandate of NEC.

Khandu further raised concern 
over declining allocation through 
non-lapsable central pool of  
resources (NLCPR) funds.

He said at least 10 per cent of  
the budget of the Central ministries 
are to be marked for the North 
Eastern states.

He pointed that over Rs 15,000 
crore of  NLCPR funds have 
accumulated over the years and 
with the decline in allocation, the 
development of  North East has 
greatly impacted.The chief minister 
also called for strengthening in 
functioning of  NEC secretariat 
and incentives attached to the 
posts in NEC to attract more 
officers to serve on deputation, the 
communique added.

Guwahati, Oct. 26 (IANS): 
Although India’s northeastern 
region is often dubbed as one of  
the most important biodiversity 
hotspots in the subcontinent, 
yet hardly any records existed 
about the region’s plant species till 
recently.

Now, a forest officer in Assam 
has come out with a unique book 
that has recorded close to 1,400 
medicinal and aromatic plant 
species as well as wild mushrooms 
that are found in abundance in the 
wilderness of  Assam and which 
contain medicinal properties to 
treat several critical diseases like 
cancer and AIDS.

Penned by Senior Forest Officer 
Jatindra Sarma, “Medicinal 
Plants and Mushrooms of  India 

with Special Reference to Assam” 
is the result of  15 years of  hard 
work put in by the author and is 
expected to be of immense help to 
foresters as well as the scientists in 
the country.

“I have been working on 
this project for the last 15 years. 
Reading about these plants has 
been a passion for me since my 
days at the Forest College. I was 
posted in Karbi Anglong district in 
2001 and that is when I thought of  
recording these plants,” Sarma told 
IANS in an interview.

“I have recorded 1,340 plant 
species and 60 varieties of  wild 
mushrooms in my book. Out of  
these 1,400 species, about 20 plant 
species are yet to be named; these 
are recorded for the first time,” 

he said, adding that since the 
beginning of  his forestry career, 
he had badly felt the need for 
comprehensive literature, especially 
for use by foresters who are devoid 
of knowledge on the intricacies of  
plants.

The two-volume work not 
only records the species but also 
includes a description about the 
plant and mentions the latest 
nomenclature in scientific parlance 
with available vernacular names 
in Assamese, common names in 
English and names in Sanskrit and 
Hindi as could be gathered from 
available literature.

“For example Jyotishmati 
(Celastrus paniculatus Willd) is a 
commonly used herb in Assam. 
While the bark is used as a brain 

tonic, the juice of  its leaf  is an 
antidote for opium poisoning. 
Its seeds are extremely useful in 
treatment of  leprosy, paralysis, 
leucoderma, asthma,” Sarma 
says in the book. The paragraph 
on Jyotishmati includes its 
photograph, photograph of  the 
leaf, the tree, bark and seeds, 
besides a description about its 
habitat and nomenclature.

It also contains a pictorial 
description about Ophiorrhiza 
rugosa Blume (Rubiaceae), 
which gives us Camptothecin, 
the anti-cancerous drug which is 
used in treating ovarian cancer, 
colon cancer and also AIDS. “Its 
leaf  paste is used as poultice for 
treatment of arthritis,” he said.

The book also contains 

in fo r mat ion  on  Gandhe l i 
(Nothapodytes nimmoniana), 
the herb that contains anti-
carcinogenic properties but was 
feared to be extinct in Assam. The 
species was once again spotted by 
Sarma during his survey.

“I think the information 
in the book will be useful for 
botanists, ecologists and wildlife 
managers, among others. The 
brief  descriptions and images 
can assist during field surveys 
and other research to identify 
plants for both human and animal 
usage,” he said.

“The book was intended for 
foresters in India. I thought it 
prudent and wise to present the 
book in two volumes for use across 
the country,” he said.

PTI

Devotees offering prayers to the Sun God on the occasion of Chhath Puja at the bank of river Brahmaputra 
in Guwahati on Thursday. 

NewS IN BRIef
Chinese man arrested in Imphal
Imphal, Oct. 26 (PTI): A Chinese man was arrested 
from the airport here for allegedly not possessing travel 
documents, police said today. Liu Peng was arrested 
yesterday for not possessing the Protected Area Permit 
(PAP). Later he was rpt he was remanded to police 
custody for three days by a local court. Possession of  
PAP is necessary to visit the border state. Preliminary 
investigation of the 34-year-old man revealed that the 
foreign national had come to Imphal on October 22 from 
Bangaluru via Kolkata. Investigation is on to determine 
the purpose of  the visit of  the man, police said. The 
arrest of the Chinese man for not possessing proper travel 
documents is the third such incident this month.

MP seeks Gadkari’s intervention 
for improvement of  NHs in 
Meghalaya 
Tura (Meghalaya), Oct. 26 (PTI): The Lok Sabha MP 
from Tura constituency, K Sangma, today met Union 
Road Transport Minister, Nitin Gadkari and sought his 
intervention for improvement of National Highways in 
Meghalaya. He urged Gadkari to improve the NH-62 
from Pattargittim to Dalu, NH-51 from Tura to Dalu, 
road from Baghmara to Ranikor (South West Khasi 
Hills) via Maheskola and Mahadeo and conversion of  
NEC road Agia to Dalu via Phulbari and Singimari 
to National Highway. Sangma, who met Gadkari in 
New Delhi also apprised him about the condition of the 
road from Tura to Baghmara, the District Headquarter 
of South Garo Hills, which is in a deplorable state. He 
informed the Union Minister that in absence of good 
and proper road connecting South Garo Hills, along 
the strategic international border with Bangladesh, the 
district of South Garo Hills has failed to reap benefits 
of development, a release issued here said. The Union 
Minister assured that the matter would be considered 
and would be look into.

Ravi Shankar Prasad to strengthen 
BJP base in 5 Assam LS seats
Kokrajhar (Assam), Oct, 26 (PTI): Union Minister of  
State for Law, Justice, Information and Broadcasting 
Ravi Shankar Prasad today said that BJP has entrusted 
him with leading the party’s efforts to strengthen its 
base in five Lok Sabha constituencies of Assam. The 
five Lok Sabha constituencies are Kokrajhar, Barpeta, 
Koliabor, Diphu and Silchar, he told reporters here. The 
party’s leadership has delegated responsibility to some 
ministers and central leaders to finalise the strategy for 
the next Lok Sabha election in certain constituencies in 
the country which are represented by the Opposition 
parties at present, he said. The minister attended an 
organizational meeting for Kokrajhar(ST) Lok Sabha 
constituency and interacted with the BJP office bearers 
of  Kokrajhar. All party office-bearers right from the 
mandal to the district committees of the constituency 
and elected members of  local bodies attended the 
meeting, BJP sources said.

Devotees offering prayers in Assam
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NPCC welcomes former candidates

NPCC president, K Therie, alongwith the new members and other officials during the welcoming ceremony 
at Congress Bhavan, Kohima, on October 25.

Dr. Chumben Murry, Vice president NDPP, exhorting the gathering during the consultative meeting at the 
Santsuphen for Longsa Village.

Resource persons and teacher participants pose for a photo during the workshop. 

Essay writing contest 
marks GIDD Day

Dimapur, Oct. 26 (EMN): 
Nagaland Pradesh Congress 
Committee (NPCC) has 

welcomed, W Akum Yim, 
former candidate from 58 
Shamatore-Chessore A/C, 

and Dr. Aimong Lam from 
56 Noklak A/C, who have 
formally joined the INC. 

Proposed ‘Freedom festival’ deferred

NDPP Wokha unit holds consultative meet

Teachers trained on peace studies

Dimapur, Oct 26 (EMN): 
The proposed next-gen fes-
tival named as ‘Freedom 
festival: Zhophao’ of  The 
Nagalim Tours (TNT) 
scheduled from October 27-
30 at Zhophao in Senapati 
district has been postponed 
following opposition of tour-
ists visiting the festival by 
certain village.

A press release issued 
by TNT managing director, 
Veilou Veino, stated that the 
organisers had no clue that 
the venue was a disputed 
area. He stated that the mat-
ter came to light following 
a notification published in 
some regional dailies where-
in it was reported that the 
Kaibi village has threatened 
to target tourist/guests. 

“We would have mutual-
ly come to an understanding 
where the organisers and the 
opposing village could pro-
mote tourism together, but 
the threat to the tourists and 
the information came very 
late at the eleventh hour,” 
Veilou Veino stated.

While regretting the 

postponement, the organis-
ers informed that necessary 
advance payment of the cus-
tomers would be refunded 
within 15 working days. 
It has apologised to all the 
well-wishers and customers 
for the failure to organise 

the festival. 
It, however, promised 

that such narrow minded 
ideology will not be a stum-
bling block or a factor to 
stop promoting the beautiful 
land of Nagas as we are rich 
enough even if  not on that 

particular site. It expressed 
hope that Nagas learn to 
grow with better knowledge 
and wisdom on expanding 
one’s thought and ideology 
looking in the interest of the 
Nagas in general and forget-
ting the greed and jealousy.

They were welcomed in 
the presence of Seyiekuolie 
Angami, NPCC treasurer, 
and other party leaders on 
October 25 at Congress 
Bhavan, Kohima.

Stating that both the 
leaders were founding 
members of NDPP, NPCC 
press release stated that 
they have decided to join 
the INC party and defend 
the rights of  the people 
on realising that only INC 
could withstand the divi-
sive and hatred politics of  
BJP supported by NPF and 
other political parties like 
the NDPP.

Meanwhile, NPCC has 
invited all right thinking 
peoples who believe in the 
values of liberal democracy 
and secular principles to 
come together and defeat 
the combined regional and 
communal forces in the 
form of  NPF-BJP-RSS al-
liance that pose a potent 
threat to the way of life and 
beliefs through their Hin-
dutva agenda.

Dimapur, Oct. 26 (EMN): 
Batting for an outcome ori-
ented approach to village 
development, former min-
ister and vice president of  
Nationalist Democratic 
Progressive Party (NDPP) 

Dr. Chumben Murry, said 
the “State has sufficient 
resources for development 
of  rural villages” adding 
the desire results can be 
achieved only through good 
leadership, peoples par-

ticipation and good govern-
ance.

Dr. Chumben said this 
in his address to Wokha 
unit party workers during 
a consultative meeting at 
Santsuphen particularly for 

Dimapur, Oct. 26 (EMN): 
Commemorating the Glo-
bal Iodine Deficiency Dis-
order (GIDD) Prevention 
Day, Zunheboto District 
Health Society has organ-
ised an essay writing com-
petition on “Importance 
of  Iodine in our daily life” 
at GHSS, Satakha, on Oc-
tober 24. 

In a contest of  20 stu-
dents, Atto, a Class III 
student, was declared the 
winner in the first place, 
while Noghipu, a Class 
VIII, was declared in the 
second position and Vina, 
a Class IX student, won 
the third prize. Winners 

were awarded with cash 
prize and cer tif icates, 
while all the participants 
were awarded with cer-
tificates.  

The programme was 
chaired by Hinoto, BAM, 
Satakha block. Nikali Aye, 
vice principal of  GHSS, 
Satakha, delivered welcome 
address, while Dr. Hoito 
Sema, DCMO, spoke on 
the importance of  iodine in 
our day today life. 

Demonstration of  test-
ing iodine was led by Vike-
tol, DCM, and the vote 
of  thanks was delivered 
by Kiholi, GNM, Satakha 
PHC.

Dimapur, Oct. 26 (EMN): 
A four-day workshop on 
“Equipping teachers for 
implementation of  cur-
riculum in peace studies” 
concluded on October 26 
at SM College. Altogether 
20 faculty members from 
seven educational institu-
tions in Nagaland par-
ticipated in the workshop 
hosted by the Indigenous 
Research Centre of  SM 
College.

The programme was 
organised by the Centre 
for Peace Studies, Madras 
Christian College, Chen-
nai, and sponsored by the 
United Board for Christian 

Higher Education in Asia. 
The workshop was 

aimed at imparting train-
ing for teachers from both 
secular and theological 
disciplines in contexts 
where severe conf licts 
have impacted life and 
peace-building is an uphill 
task. The workshop was 
designed to make a differ-
ence to the social reality of  
conflict situations by pre-
paring academic institu-
tions and faculty members 
to train the students to be 
peace makers. 

The resource persons 
of  the workshop were Dr. 
Alexander Jesudasan, Rev. 

Longsa village on October 
21 at 1 PM.

Dr. Chumben also ap-
plauded Longsa village for 
their unceasing support 
and dedication and further 
encouraged them to remain 
loyal and combat worthy.

A total number of  470 
members attended the 
meeting. The programme 

was chaired by Etsorhomo 
Ezung, president Wokha 
unit, while the invocation 
was said by Konchio Ezung, 
and short speeches were 
delivered by CC Ezung, Yi-
bomo Humtso, Yankhosao 
Lotha (Head GB), Sanu- 
president women wing, Yan-
phamo Tungoe, chairman 
of Wokha village council.

Dr. John Prasad, Dr. R 
Belinda, Rev. Joshua Ja-
yaseelan, and Dr. Akum 
Longchari. The valedic-
tory address was delivered 
by Dr. Lanusangla Tzudir, 
Chief  Editor of  Heritage 
Publishing House.
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Additions nay 
deletions

A
s specified by the Election Commission of  India, 
Nagaland state is currently undergoing the sum-
mary revision exercise of  electoral rolls since Oct. 
1. The success of  the Systematic Voters’ Educa-

tion and Electoral Participation campaigns also known as 
SVEEP campaigns will be tested during this month long spe-
cial summary revision process. In Nagaland electoral partici-
pation in the urban areas may have decreased over the years 
whereas it is always high in the rural areas. With nearly 75 
percent rural population the voter turnout is always high in 
Nagaland. So except for some pockets in the urban areas, 
electoral participation is never an issue.

The one major objective of  the summary revisions across 
the country is to include the new voters between the ages 
of  18 to 21 years. Along with the rest of  the country, Na-
galand also has a very young population out of  which a big 
number attains the age of  voting annually. If  one refers to the 
census 2011 data of  Nagaland, in the last six years after the 
census even after taking into account the death rate the aver-
age number of  youths attaining 18 years is on a minimum 
45000 every year. Similar scenario will continue for the next 
10 years unless there is a catastrophe increasing the death 
rate. Moreover the need to have identity cards like EPIC and 
Aadhaar only has pushed many to enrol. It is indeed a big 
challenge for the electoral registration officers and especially 
those at the ground level, the Booth Level Officers.

However, Nagaland generally has an enthusiastic popula-
tion many of  whom can be termed as fanatics when it comes 
to the electoral process. In such a situation it is the electoral 
roll purification that takes the beating. The state has distinct 
traditional customary practices under special provisions un-
der the constitution of  the country. The unique land hold-
ing system provides almost every ethnic Naga a right in the 
community lands. Along with that every Naga inspite of  his 
place of  residence have their rights intact in their ancestral 
village is every aspect. It is akin to a very rudimentary con-
cept of  dual citizenship. So it is only natural that one would 
want to utilise one’s power to vote in both the places. So over 
the years it has been reported that the number of  duplicate 
entries have increased manifold in Nagaland.

The bottom line is that along with the addition of  a big 
number of  new voters the bigger problem in Nagaland will 
be the process of  deletion especially of  duplicate voters. It 
will be a gargantuan task which requires more efficient man-
power aided by better technology.

Our needs will never exhaust God’s supply.

Outside my office window, the squirrels are in a race against 
winter to bury their acorns in a safe, accessible place. Their 
commotion amuses me. An entire herd of deer can go through 

our back yard and not make a sound, but one squirrel sounds like an 
invasion.

The two creatures are different in another way as well. Deer do 
not prepare for winter. When the snow comes they eat whatever they 
can find along the way (including ornamental shrubs in our yard). But 
squirrels would starve if they followed that example. They would be 
unable to find suitable food.

The deer and the squirrel represent ways that God cares for us. 
He enables us to work and save for the future, and He meets our need 
when resources are scarce. As the wisdom literature teaches, God 
gives us seasons of plenty so that we can prepare for seasons of need 
(Prov. 12:11). And as Psalm 23 says, the Lord leads us through peril-
ous places to pleasant pastures.

Another way that God provides is by instructing those with plenty 
to share with those in need (Deut. 24:19). So when it comes to provi-
sion, the message of the Bible is this: Work while we can, save what 
we can, share what we can, and trust God to meet our needs.
Thank You, Lord, for the promise that You will meet our needs. 
Help us not to fear or doubt. We’re grateful that You’re watching 

over us and that our cries for help reach Your ear.

God Provides

DAILY
PATH

Had Atom bombs not devas-
tated Heroshima and Naga-
saki, Nagas would have got 
Independence before the In-

dians. The Emperor of  Japan declared 
that he will fight against the British 
Imperialism and liberate those nations 
suffering under it. The aim was to liber-
ate the whole South East Asia including 
Nagaland and India. Kohima and Chit-
tagong were the last destination and as 
soon as these two targets were taken 
he gave his words, Nagaland and India 

would be proclaimed Independent.
This is found in the Triparite Agree-

ment between Phizo, Subash Chandra 
Bose and General Sato, reproduced for 
your general knowledge, which went, 
“Whereas our aim is same but objec-
tives is different.” The interpretation 
was that they will fight against the impe-
rialism, but after victory both India and 
Nagaland will be Independent of  her 
own and Japan will not be interfered.

The Triparite Agreement was ap-
proved by the Emperor of  Japan. For 

some reason Phizo had handed over to 
me with the agreement and approval, 
when he departed from Nagaland on 
his mission abroad.

Nay, I am afraid, People of  Naga-
land whether aware or not and as such 
without any formal agreement ‘an en-
try of  Japanese Forces’into our coun-
try cannot be done without having a 
common purpose. Because an entry of  
hostile army into another country and 
the used of  pressure, war and battlefield 
was beyond the power of  the Emperor 

of  Japan and Gen. Sato.
Therefore, it is altogether wrong to 

suppose even for a moment ... thereby 
esteemplified and prepounding on a 
lose cause.

Nothing better could have been ex-
pected than the life of  the Great Emper-
or Hirohito, the Great General Kotuku 
Sato, a leader a hero and a legend An-
gami Zapuphizo and Subash Chandra 
Bose. Lack of  information on the part 
of  history is regretted.

Angami Fulutsu

Some individuals, groups and organisations 
still insist that Subhas Chandra Bose had vis-
ited their natal villages without offering us 
any historical proof. They should not do so 

by distorting history, particularly the where about of  
Bose during the Battle of  Kohima by conjuring im-
aginary stories about him saying that ‘Bose stayed in 
this house, slept in this place, camped under bamboo 
grooves, carrying Bomb on each side of  hip, wearing 
Gumboot,etc. Instead claims about Bose’s presence 
during the Second World War should be based solely 
on historical facts.  

It was sometime on 15th March 1944, when the 
31st Division of  the Japanese under the Command 
of  Lieutenant General Kotuku Sato left Homalin (a 
town located at the westbank of  river Chindwin, some 
200 miles on the ground and 75 miles as the crow 
flew from Kohima ) and reached Kohima on the 4th 
of  April 1944, (KOHIMA, Arthur  Swinson, page 8). 
By then Subhas Bose was all along in Rangoon and 
reached Mamyo (a small town located at 25 miles east 
of  Mandalay , 220 miles south east of  Homalin and 
more than 420 miles or about 30 days walk from Ko-
hima ) only on 7th April 1944, and remained there 
till 16th April before he left for the ‘frontiers’. By the 
Third week of  May 1944, he returned to Mamyo from 
the frontier and shifted his headquarter to Rangoon 
again on 21st May 1944, because he was finding it 
increasingly difficult to get accurate news from the 
front (His Majesty’s opponent by Sugata Bose, page 
273,275 and 277).

From the above movement it is understood that 
Subhas Bose was in the ‘frontiers ‘ for about a month 
or so from the third week of  April to the third week of  
May 1944. Around that time , Yamauchi’s 15th devi-
sion and the Bahadur group of  INA commanded by 
Shaukat Ali Malik were very well advancing towards 
Imphal. Imphal  being closer to Mamyo than Kohima 
for a hundred miles or so, moreover, Imphal became 

the main destination of  the INA after the failed cam-
paign in Arakan and Chin Hills. (His Majesty’s op-
ponent’ by Sugata Bose ,Page 275) Bose was believed 
to be somewhere near Imphal or for that matter near 
the Manipur state, awaiting for the fall of  Imphal, so 
that he could address the nation directly from the soil 
of  India over the Radio and expect ‘flood of  defection’ 
and become the non-violent soldier of  freedom inside 
the country even though they fought with arms out-
side India. Meanwhile, the Japanese hope the news of  
the fall of  Imphal could be presented as a gift to Em-
peror Hirohito, whose birthday fell on April 29,( His 
Majesty’s opponent’ by Sujata Bose, page 275,283).

However, because of  the direct intervention of  
the Admiral Mountbatten, Supreme Commander of  
South East Command, taking over of  Imphal was de-
layed which compelled Bose to return to Mamyo and 
subsequently Imphal was saved.

In the meantime the 31st division under General 
Sato that entered Naga hills and reached Kohima 
from three directions did not include any of  the regi-
ment or division of  INA, particularly the Northern 
and Centre columns; Laruri -Meluri - Phek - Chazou-
ba- Meriama - Zubza, and Jessami - Chizami - Kikrü-
ma- Chakhabama-Kohima, respectively. It was only in 
the middle of  May 1944, the Subhas Brigade of  INA, 
commanded by Shah Nawaz Khan, followed the 
route of  Southern Column of the 31st Division com-
manded by Major General Miyazaki; Ukhrul-Mao 
Gate - Viswema-Kohima, and reached nearby Kohi-
ma but nothing was recorded or reported about their 
direct confrontation with the British Indian Army in 
and around Kohima (‘KOHIMA’ Arthur Swinson, 
page 1-17)

On 21st Oct 1943, Bose declared the formation of  
Provisional Government of  Azad Hind in Singapore 
and became the Head of  the State, the Prime Min-
ister, in Charge of  War and Foreign Affairs and the 
Supreme Commander of  the INA (Subash Chandra 

Bose, what Netaji did, what Netaji said, the Nation-
alist and the Commander. Edited by Vinitha Ram-
chadani, page 100). Subhas Chandra Bose, holding 
such high responsible positions was not expected to 
be in a remote, hostile and vulnerable land that is also 
alone amidst the strange and alien environment and 
an army of  a different nation (Japan ) surrounded 
by the people and villages where there hardly existed 
any anti-British feeling. Rather by then Kohima Dis-
trict of  Assam and its people were very homely with 
the British government, particularly, with the District 
administrator, C.R.Pawsey. Moreover, the geographi-
cal distance between Kohima and Mymyo of  Burma 
does not permit Subhas Bose to be near the Battle of  
Kohima during the Second World War. Beside this 
piece of  historical evidence, I have already established 
in my previous articles in the same subject published 
in local dailies; Nagaland Post on 22.4.2017, Naga-
land Page on 22.4.2017, Eastern Mirror on 21.4.2017, 
19.5.17, 9.6.2017, and Morung Express on 21.4.2017, 
20.5.2017 drawing in historical facts that Subhas Bose 
was nowhere near the Naga Hills district of  Assam 
during the Second World War. 

Everyone has the right to freedom of expression 
and can write a tale or story in any form or write 
books basing on the tale or story told by knaves. But it 
should not be interpreted as historical facts or events. 
If, however, anyone can prove me wrong and show 
me the historical evidence but not imaginative stories, 
I would certainly be happy to reconsider my position, 
after all, that is what scholarly writing is all about. 

Therefore, until such evidence is present, I expect 
and wish the literati, intellectuals and thinkers like Mr. 
Thepfulhouvi Solo, who cherish the age-old Naga val-
ues of  Truth and Honesty to come forward in prevent-
ing those elements from distorting the Naga History . 
Otherwise, one day it may come to shame us all. 

K.Puroh
kuhupoyopuroh@gmail.com

What the Media savvy FNR for 
20 years could not achieve 
with much Prayers in the 

Streets, in the open Fields, from the 
Soccer Matches and with help from 
Atlanta American Baptists; the NTC 
has quietly done it in just under a few 
months to bring 6 of  the 8 NNPGs into 
one ‘Working Committee’.  

The Indo-Naga Political TALK, to 
be truly ‘Inclusive’ of  all Stakeholders, 
must have the two ‘Heavy Weights’, 
NNC-Adinno and NSCN-IM in a Sin-
gle ‘Negotiating Table’. NSCN-IM is 
already in the Talk separately with the 
GoI. The NNC-Adinno has not joined 
the Talk and likely may not join any 
negotiation with Pre-Conditions.  

This is a serious Point. Of  all the 
Rights for a people wanting to be free 
from outside control, the Peaceful 
democratic expression like the World 
saw in Catalonia Referendum of  Spain 
a Week ago, is very important. The 
Catalonians did for the first time in 
2017 of  their entire over one century 
of  political History, a Referendum the 
other week.  

The primitive Naga did their dem-
ocratic Plebiscite peaceably some 66 
years ago in the year 1951, it is the cap-
stone of  their national Stand and they 
would not like to abandon it. People 
may ignore a Minor Party in a Gov-
ernment formation, but Politics cannot 
ignore an Institution of  a Society big 
or small. The Naga has nurtured the 
NNC into an Institution rather than 
into a Political Party. NNC is an In-
stitution like Putu Menden or the Mo-
rung System of  the People.

The IM started their Indo-IM Talk 
with what they said was “without pre-
conditions” but over the period of  20 
years Talk, they now have slid down 
the level “after understanding each 
others difficulties” with the GoI!

The formation of  a single ‘Work-
ing Committee’ of  the six ‘Light 
Heavy Weight’ NNPGs is a significant 
achievement of  the NTC. Now, Naga-
land Government, and the casual Pub-
lic and the Local Media would take 
notice of  the NTC since it appears to 
have gained some confidence of  the 
Prime Minister of  India.  

Another important collateral devel-
opment of  the Talk is what Mr. Ravi 
said he has nudged the Talk from the 
MHA to the PMO. This is a very posi-
tive indication of  the GoI appearing 
seriously involved in the TALK; it has 
shortened the communication space 
between the Parties.

Modi may not  carry as much clout 
and obedience as Jawaharlal Nehru 
had on the Indian Parliament, still 
Modi has a great clout on the Bharat 
population and a very comfortable ma-
jority of  MPs in the Lok Sabha with 
Tikka in their forehead than those 
without!   

There is an important Morality 
revelation in the highest echelon of  the 
Government of   India today that India 
is becoming a growing World Power 
to recon with and has now begun to 
feel embarrassed at its inability to set-
tle the ‘Naga Problem’ for the last so 
many decades. India has a great Moral 
responsibility to settle the Naga Issue 
democratically in Peace without joust 
of  Arms. The way a great Nation treats 
a small people indicates the level of  
moral standard it has attained.  

India has to recognize the ‘Naga 
Problem’ deeply. Unlike Kashmir, the 
Naga Case is not of  Secession. The 
Naga Case is a Statement of  the demo-
cratic Right of  a simple People in a re-
mote unknown fringe of  the Country; 
even the colonial Power in India did 
not know them clearly belong to the 
Country. Jawaharlal Nehru acknowl-

edged this in his statement to the In-
dian Parliament at the Passing of  the 
Nagaland Act in 1962.

The Nagaland opposes outside in-
terference of  their land since 1882, first 
with Spears and Daohs, then in 1929 
for the first time turned their Daohs 
and Spears into Ploughshares and 
started using the Pencil and Pen for 
their political Movement.

The Naga then took the cue of  IN-
DIAN NATIONAL CONGRESS’S 
fight for Freedom from the colonial 
Power, and instituted NAGA NA-
TIONAL COUNCIL in 1946. The 
NNC entered into a 9-Point Agree-
ment India did not follow through 
after giving Signed statements to the 
adherence of  the Agreement.

 The NNC refused participation 
in the Constituent Assembly, declared 
itself  outside Indian Union on 14 Au-
gust 1947, organized peaceful demo-
cratic Plebiscite in 1951 for a separate 
life, refused participation of  Independ-
ent India’s First and Second General 
Election in 1952 and 1957.

The GoI then amalgamated of  
Naga Areas of  Naga Hills District with 
Tuensang Area of  Northeast Frontier 
Agency into a single Administrative 
Unit of  NHTA. In 1963 India formally 
made NHTA a State of  Nagaland with 
uncommon special Constitutional 
Safeguard for the State of  Nagaland 
not extended to other Naga.

The Naga are only a small minority 
of  Arunachal Pradesh, in Assam they 
constitute a minute population, in Ma-
nipur the Naga is a small Minority in 
the midst of  a Minority Tribals.

The indigenous Naga in Nagaland 
completely dominate the whole popu-
lation of  Nagaland State. They own 
all the land in the State, -not the Gov-
ernment nor any autonomous Body. 
How can the People of  another State 

decide the Political matters of  Naga-
land State? That would be a complete 
negation of  the universal Democratic 
principle of  the World.  

India often appears does not know 
how to solve the Naga Problem. It is 
completely undemocratic for India to 
allow the People of  another State to 
decide the future of  Nagaland State. 

Let Government of  India give 
whatever Rehabilitation it decides to 
the IM Cadres. Nagaland has nothing 
to say if  the GoI gives a Regiment to 
the IM but Nagaland will not accept 
outside interference in the Politics of  
Nagaland.  

The NSCN rejected NNC and 
formed a separate New Organization 
in 1980, and carried on Armed Strug-
gle for the Sovereignty of  the Naga In-
habited Area of  the Northeast States.

India entered into a Ceasefire with 
the NSCN in 1997 not on democratic 
principle but on the strength of  Fire-
Power the IM possessed, and started 
a political Talk only with them. Since 
then they have now entered into a 3rd  
August 2015 Accord and are continu-
ing it in Secret TALK.

With pressure from the Nagaland 
Public and with arrangement from 
the NTC, the six Splinter Groups –4 
of  NNC, 2 of  NSCN- congregated in 
a Working Committee for the solution 
of  the Naga Problem with the GoI, un-
der the latter’s program of  ‘Inclusive-
ness of  all Stakeholders’ for the Final 
honorable Solution of  the Naga Politi-
cal Issue.

The Participants need to concoct 
strong Solutions to remove umpteen 
numbers of  obstacles on the Way.

How to resolve and amalgamate 
the Joint-Separate-Inclusive Talk 
NNC-Adinno has declined to join a 
pre-conditioned negotiation?

Thepfulhouvi Solo, IFS Retd (RR-68)

Water! Water! Water everywhere but 
not a drop to drink may be said as 
Roads! Roads! Roads everywhere but 
not one road worth calling it a road 

is the mess of  Nagaland. The recently held collo-
quium on road connectivity that concentrated on 
new National and State Highways and nothing 
about the much needed revamping and polishing of  
the existing dilapidated village and District roads 
was not only trying to build castles in the air but 
also an exhibition of  the superfluity and emptiness 
of  the Government of  the day. The colloquium 
lacked logic. First thing first was missing.

Talking about Projects like airport in Kohima 
and new Highways for Nagaland is simply fanciful 
thinking for now since its prerequisite implies that all 
our internal connectivity in all the Districts are fur-
nished. In the same note, even the Prime Minister’s 
recent idea of  a bullet train though good is also still 
at a superstructure realm since the need of  the people 
of  India is not bullet trains but improvement of  the 
existing train services countrywide to the best pos-
sible. By installing a bullet train in a particular area 
will not ease the transport problems of  the country. 

One of  the major reasons why Nagaland has 

landed into development chaos is due to the absence 
of  the much needed ‘roadmap’ of  development. By 
roadmap, I mean that every Minister should have 
the vital statistics of  the entire State of  one’s portfo-
lio on one’s table indicating what needs to be done 
urgently. Lack of  a roadmap has led to piece meal 
and fragmented activities letting the State to what 
we are today. The other reason that contributed to 
the chaos is the wrong priorities of  the Cabinet, es-
pecially the leader of  the House. 

Factually speaking, Nagaland is just a hand 
palm size with a handful population of  a colony 
of  a city in India. In comparison to the staggering 
ever increasing fund allocation and expenditures re-
ported on paper and statistics the State should have 
developed by now. But instead of  developing, Naga-
land has become a white elephant. This is a glaring 
example of  inefficiency and greed for money preva-
lent among the Ministers, bureaucrats and techno-
crats and lack of  vision for common good. 

The road ahead for progress requires realistic 
planning taking into account the ground realities 
based on the immediate need of  the people i.e. in-
frastructure and not superstructures like Airports 
and new Highways. Another important factor is 

for any planning, it must be for all the Districts. 
What we see thus far is full of  disparity among the 
Districts in development opportunities. The reason 
behind the disparity stems from prevalence of  nepo-
tism and favouritism in the mentality of  the plan-
ners and decision makers. The deprived Districts 
must stand up against these injustices. 

All Districts have the right to equitable oppor-
tunity of  development because development of  one 
District doesn’t mean development of  the State. The 
villages are developmentally starved and for devel-
opment to happen depend on what kind of  MLAs 
the electorate vote and by what kind of  Chief  Min-
ister, the MLAs choose. The Progress of  a State 
depends primarily on the vision, energy and the en-
thusiasm of  the Chief  Minister. If  a State is under-
developed, it is because of  poor leadership quality 
of  a Chief  Minister.

Election is a political final examination for all 
the constituencies and it is at our doorstep. Life for 
five years will be determined by this examination; 
the kind of  representatives we vote. Don’t waste 
your precious vote and don’t sell your vote unless 
you want to remain poor forever. Choice is yours!

Jonas Yanthan

READERS’ MIRROR VIEWS & REVIEWS

The Triparite Agreement Was Approved by the Emperor of Japan

Netaji Never Set Foot in Naga Hills District of Assam During the Second World War

A Final Honourable Indo-Naga Political Solution?

Time for Nagaland to Take the Road Less Travelled

BIBLE READ:   
DEUTERONOMY 24:19–22 
THOUGHT FOR TODAY:

Those who work their land will have abundant food.        
~  Proverbs 12:11
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ARIES (MAR 21 - APR 19): Lack of  contact 
with a close friend or romantic partner might 
find you feeling lonely and insecure, wonder-
ing if  he or she has forgotten you or simply 

doesn’t care to be around you anymore. This is more like-
ly your insecurity than anything based in reality. Some-
times people are busy! Give your friend a call. Chances 
are the person will be very glad to hear from you.

TAURUS (APR 20 - MAY 20): Responsibilities 
at home may weigh on your mind today and in-
terfere with other obligations. This could cause 
some inner conflict, but you have a personal life 

and it’s important to take care of these things, too. Upsets 
in your circle of friends could distract and stress you. Make 
an effort to balance it all and you’ll make it through the day.

GEMINI (MAY 21 - JUN 21): Disappoint-
ing emails or calls could come your way today. 
Perhaps someone you were hoping to visit with 
won’t be able to make it, or perhaps a friend had 

to turn down an invitation to a party. Don’t let it spoil 
your mood. Things happen. Keep yourself  busy with 
preparations and enjoy your day. Don’t go to the opposite 
extreme and work too hard.

CANCER (JUN 22 - JUL 22): You may feel 
worried about your financial situation today. 
You may have been expecting to receive some 
money that’s now delayed. A temporary sepa-

ration from a romantic partner could have you feeling a 
little blue. If  you keep yourself  busy and don’t dwell on it, 
time will pass quickly until you’re together again. In the 
evening, take some time to relax.

LEO (JUL 23 - AUG 22): An unexpected event 
might cause you to be temporarily separated 
from the special person in your life. Confusion 
surrounding the incident and your mate’s role 

in it might plague you, and you might doubt your friend’s 
motives. Money may be on your mind, and the need for it 
may have you brainstorming ways to increase your income. 
Don’t make any decisions now.

VIRGO (AUG 23 - SEP 22): Mild cold symptoms 
could affect your ability to tend to your chores today. 
You’re an active person, so this could affect your 
self-confidence and ability to do what you want to 

do. Upsets beyond your control within your circle of friends 
could also affect your concentration. Don’t dwell on them. 
Dose yourself with juice and tea and get through the day.

LIBRA (SEP 23 - OCT 22): The special 
someone in your life might feel a little jeal-
ous of  your friends now. Perhaps you’ve had 
a number of  invitations that only involve you 

and your pals. It might be a good idea to turn down one 
in favor of  being with your partner. Goals and projects 
may be blocked temporarily, which is frustrating. Let 
them ride for now.

SCORPIO (OCT 23 - NOV 21): You likely want 
to take the day off, perhaps to take care of an un-
finished creative project you’ve been working on 
for some time. But you aren’t likely to get very 

far since disagreements within your friends keep your mind 
occupied and you may be upset. Despite it all, try to stay 
focused. That’s the only way to get anything accomplished.

SAGITTARIUS (NOV 22 - DEC 21): You’re 
thinking about friends and family members 
who live far away and wondering what they’re 
doing. You could feel a little nostalgic, longing 

for times long past. Don’t dwell on it. Call your friends. 
They’ll be glad to hear from you and you’ll feel more posi-
tive about the day. In the evening, give some attention to 
those you love who live nearby.

CAPRICORN (DEC 22 - JAN 19): Money 
matters might be tangled today. There could 
be a delay in receiving funds due you, which 
could prove frustrating but can be straight-

ened out. This isn’t a good day to make investments, buy 
property, or seek a loan. The strain of  dealing with this 
might cause a few doubts about your money management 
skills. Don’t despair. This is temporary and probably be-
yond your control.

AQUARIUS (JAN 20 - FEB 18): Troubles 
with friends and possibly a romantic partner 
over the past day or two could have you feeling 
unloved, insecure, and emotionally blocked. 

All signs indicate that these feelings aren’t accurate. Your 
friends haven’t changed their attitude toward you. There’s 
still a lot of  love directed your way. Whatever problems 
you may have had are just a bump in the road.

PISCES (FEB 19 - MAR 20): You may have 
sniffles or a sore throat, possibly necessitating 
taking time off  from work. This could be unwel-
come, as it keeps you from going out on a date 

as well. Try to keep your mind occupied with activities that 
don’t tire you physically. And take some vitamin C!

Ending Misogyny in Hollywood and Bollywood

Poor implementation of routine immunisation programmes has led to continued outbreaks of the disease.
Why are Children Still Dying of Vaccine-Preventable Diphtheria?

Corals Find Plastic Tasty: Study

Today’s ASTRO-PREDICTION

Dengue is a viral disease caused by Aedes 
Mosquito which bites in day time only. It 
breeds in any type of  man-made contain-
ers or water storage container even small 

quantity of  water like cooler, tyres, overhead tanks, 
drums, jar, buckets, flower vase, flower pot saucers, 
refrigerator drip pans, bamboo stumps, tree holes 
and many more places where rain water collects or is 
stored. Eggs of  mosquito can live for more than one 
year. They do not breed in large water bodies like fish-
eries, ponds, sewages etc. Therefore, follow the given 
instructions.

Prevention and Control 
Measures For Dengue

1. All water storage containers should be 
covered.

2. Remove/destroy all disposable, unused 
materials lying around the houses like old 
tyres, broken pots, crockery etc.

3. Dry all water storage utensils, coolers, 
flower vases, fridge trays, flower pot saucers 
etc at least once a week.

4. Fill up ditches and other unwanted water 
collection sites around the houses.

5. Put insecticides, petrol, and kerosene oil 
in cooler, AC trays etc which cannot be 
emptied or cleaned.

6. Wear clothes that cover the whole body in 
day time.

7. Use mosquito repellent lotion/creams etc
8. If  pregnant women and children need rest 

during the day time, they should sleep 
under mosquito nets.

If  every household follow the instructions routinely 
during the transmission season, the mosquito breeding 
areas will be destroyed and will stop the cycle of  trans-
mission in the locality.

National Vector Borne Disease Control Program
Chief  Medical Officer’s Office, Dimapur

(Issued in public interest)

Analysis/Opinion: The Harvey 
Weinstein Scandal should do 
more than evoke moral outrage.

It should even do more 
than ban the notorious “casting 
couch” or force production com-
panies to implement more strin-
gent personnel policies to protect 
women from sexual harassment 
and violence.

Mr. Weinstein’s scandal — 
and the mountain of  accusations 
against other media executives — 
should challenge us to confront 
what’s actually rotten at the core 
of  the film industry: its dehu-
manizing portrayal of  women as 
sexual objects.

For the better part of  the past 
century, both Hollywood and its 
Indian counterpart Bollywood 
have faithfully exploited sex as 
a fail-proof marketing strategy. 
Studios make billions of  dollars 
every year producing movies 
that reinforce misogynistic stere-
otypes against women. Interna-
tional hits like the James Bond 
franchise have finessed it to such 
an extent that the films would 
not be considered complete with-

out the so-called “Bond girl,” a 
character who epitomizes the 
concept of  a woman as a sexual 
object. In Bollywood, the exotic 
dancing, suggestive lyrics and the 
consistent portrayal of  women 
using their bodies to achieve their 
goals — mainly to attract men 
— scream that women’s value in 
society is in their ability to satisfy 
male desire. And this is where 
this narrative turns dangerous, 
because it abets destructive social 
beliefs and behaviors.

“For most Indian men, social 
interactions with the opposite sex 
are severely limited. What they 
see on screen guides much of  their 
perceptions of  women,” opined 
journalist Ruchika Tulshyan on 
Forbes. “Portraying women as 
sex objects has far-reaching rami-
fications from normalizing eve-
teasing and stalking, to glorifying 
rape and murder.”

On the evening of  Sept. 21, 
a student was sexually assaulted 
in Banaras Hindu University 
(BHU) as she made her way back 
to her dormitory. Two men, rid-
ing in a motorcycle, approached 
the student and attempted to slip 
their hands inside her clothes. 

When she called campus securi-
ty, instead of  helping, the officers 
first ignored and then questioned 
her. Why was she out so late?

This incident sparked a sit-in 
protest with students blocking 
the campus’ entrance. Their de-
mands were simple: install street 
lights and CCTV cameras, ap-
point women to campus security 
and form an educational com-
mittee on gender. But instead of  
listening, the university claimed 
the protest was politically in-
cited — given Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi’s visit to the 
area — and called the police. 
Clashes broke out, and the po-
lice charged the mostly female 
crowd with batons, injuring sev-
eral students.

What’s most disturbing about 
the BHU incident is the attitude 
the university took toward the as-
sault: It was the girl’s fault. The 
way she dressed, the time of  day 
she had gone out, every decision 
she made brought the assault 
upon her. Sadly, it’s this type of  
thinking that colors much of  the 
way men think of  sexual assault 
in India and that promotes the 
stigmatization of  victims.

In the past few months, In-
dia’s government has taken 
historic steps toward protect-
ing women. In August, India’s 
Supreme Court passed a ruling 
banning the Islamic practice of  
instant divorce known as “triple 
talaq,” a monumental victory for 
Muslim women. And just last 
week, the Supreme Court ruled 
that sex with a child bride is rape, 
another decision that will free 
millions of  girls from abuse and 
allow them to pursue a career and 
education.

However, as encouraging as 
these recent judicial moves are, 
there’s still much work to be done. 
Newsweek reports that India’s 
court system is overloaded — it 
can take up to 10 years or longer 
to prosecute a sex offender. Fur-
thermore, India is just starting to 
implement a sex offender regis-
try. So far, only one state has said 
it will track offenders in a public 
domain.

The truth is legislation alone 
is not enough to transform a so-
ciety. It’s the values we hold as 
a society, within our institutions 
and our homes, that influence 
how we behave toward one an-

other. Every boy, in every home, 
should learn to honor and respect 
every girl. And every girl should 
be reassured from a young age of  
her inherent value and potential.

While Hollywood and Bolly-
wood are not directly responsible 
for the current climate of  sexual 
violence in our cultures, they 
have certainly served as amplifi-
ers delivering the message of  the 
objectification of  women into the 
living rooms of  hundreds of  mil-
lions of  families. With influence 
comes the responsibility to not 
only pursue commercial interest, 
but pursue the best for society.

If  the entertainment industry 
actually cares about the victims 
of  sexual assault, it should re-
verse the insidious narrative of  
sexual objectification it has prof-
ited so much from.
(Joseph D’Souza is the moderating 

bishop of  the Good Shepherd 
Church and Associated Ministries 

of  India. He is president of  the 
All India Christian Council and 
is the founder and international 
president of  the Dalit Freedom 

Network.)
This article was first published in 

the Washington Times

While many 
marine ani-
mals mistak-
enly eat plas-

tic debris because the tiny 
bits of  the floating mate-
rial might look like prey, the 
sightless corals eat the rub-
bish because of  the taste, 
new research has found.

Visual cues, such as a 
resemblance to prey, do not 
factor into the appeal be-
cause corals have no eyes, 
said the study published on-
line in the journal Marine 
Pollution Bulletin.

“Corals in our experi-
ments ate all types of  plas-
tics but preferred unfouled 
microplastics by a threefold 
difference over microplas-
tics covered in bacteria,” 
said one of  the researchers 
Austin Allen, PhD student 
at Duke University in Dur-
ham, North Carolina.

“This suggests the plastic 
itself  contains something that 
makes it tasty,” Allen said.

Microplastics, tiny 
pieces of  weathered plastic 
less than five millimetres in 
diameter, began accumu-

lating in the oceans four 
decades ago and are now 
ubiquitous in the marine 
environment. 

They pose a major 
threat to foraging sea ani-
mals, including many spe-
cies of  birds, turtles, fish, 
marine mammals and in-
vertebrates.

Because plastic is large-
ly indigestible, it can lead to 
intestinal blockages, create 
a false sense of  fullness or 
reduce energy reserves in 
animals that consume it. 

“About eight percent of  

the plastic that coral polyps 
in our study ingested was 
still stuck in their guts after 
24 hours,” Allen said.

“When plastic comes 
from the factory, it has 
hundreds of  chemical addi-
tives on it. Any one of  these 
chemicals or a combination 
of  them could be acting 
as a stimulant that makes 
plastic appealing to cor-
als,” Alexander Seymour, 
a geographic information 
systems analyst at Duke 
University, added.

Source: IANS

Eight weeks ago, Payal*, a ten-year-old girl, came 
to the emergency room at Jan Swasthya Sahyog 
(JSS) or People’s Health Support Group in Bilas-
pur in Chhattisgarh with fever and neck pain. We 

diagnosed her with diphtheria and immediately provided 
her with the appropriate treatment, including antibiotics 
and anti-diphtheritic antiserum (ADS). However, despite 
our best efforts, her condition worsened due to heart and 
kidney failure, and she died.

Unfortunately, Payal was not the only child who suf-
fered from diphtheria during a recent outbreak. In the 
last two months, 23 patients have been diagnosed with 
diphtheria in Bilaspur. Of these, we have treated nine pa-
tients at JSS, seven of  whom were from a single village 
– Ghonghadih – and one each from the nearby villages 
of  Beltookri and Ajaypur. Only 14 of  the 23 children sur-
vived.

There have been reports on a diphtheria outbreak in 
2017 from multiple states, including Karnataka, Kerala, 
Uttar Pradesh, Telangana and Bihar. We interviewed mul-
tiple vendors who sell ADS, the medication essential for 
diphtheria treatment, and learnt that there is demand for 
ADS across India. In fact, the demand has been constant 
over the last few years, which underscores the fact that this 
an ongoing problem. According to the WHO, there were 
7,097 reported cases of  diphtheria all over the world in 
2016, out of  which 3,380 cases were in India. Our neigh-
bours Nepal, Bangladesh and Pakistan reported 140, two 
and 12 cases respectively.

Diphtheria is a communicable disease with serious 
health consequences, including heart failure, nerve dam-
age and death in at least 10% of patients, as in Payal’s 
case. A diphtheria vaccine has been available for the last 
80 years with remarkable efficacy at an affordable cost. It 
is tragic that our children continue to die from this vac-
cine-preventable disease even today.
Immunisation programmes
Three different government programmes in India are re-
sponsible for making sure children like Payal get vaccines. 
First is the Universal Immunisation Programme (UIP) of  
the government of  India, started in 1985. By 1990, all dis-
tricts were covered under the scheme. But in 2014, despite 
being operational for 30 years, the UIP had been able to 

vaccinate only 65% of children in their first year of  life. 
So in order to invigorate and strengthen the programme 
and improve immunisation coverage, the government 
started a novel initiative in December 2014 called Mission 
Indradhanush. As per the official website, the goal of  Mis-
sion Indradhanush is to ensure full immunisation with all 
available vaccines for children up to two years of  age and 
pregnant women. The third programme is the Rashtriya 
Bal Swasthya Karyakram (RSBK) from the Ministry of  
Health and Family Welfare. It aims to put in place child 
health screening and early intervention services, a system-
atic approach to early identification which then goes on to 
provide care, support and treatment.

As per the UIP, the diphtheria vaccination is done 
at six weeks, ten weeks and 14 weeks of  age. Since this 
series is inadequate to provide immunity beyond early 
childhood, booster doses are given at 16-24 months of  
age and 5-6 years of  age. The UIP does not follow the 
recommended WHO guidelines, nor the US-based Ad-
visory Committee on Immunization Practices (ACIP) 
guidelines. The WHO recommends a primary series of  
three vaccines starting at six weeks of  age and ending 
before six months of  age. The WHO also recommends 
three booster doses at 12-23 months, 4-7 years and 9-15 
years of  age. The UIP does not include the WHO-recom-
mended third booster in the current vaccination sched-
ule. It also does not include the diphtheria booster doses 
at ten-year intervals which have been recommended by 
the ACIP. The state of  diphtheria immunisation in In-
dia, especially the booster doses, is poor. According to 
national-level surveys, the coverage of  three primary 
diphtheria vaccines improved from 55.1% (1998-1999) 
to a still unacceptable 78.4% (2015-2016). Neither these 
national-level studies nor the WHO data estimate the 
coverage of  the diphtheria second booster in India. An 
independent study done in Hyderabad further confirmed 
the poor coverage, showing rates of  coverage of  first and 
second booster immunisation was 60% and 36% respec-
tively.

In order to fill this void in immunisation coverage 
left by the UIP, Mission Indradhanush was started. Data 
show that since the initiation of  Mission Indradhanush, 
vaccination rates among children below two years of  age 
have improved by 6-7% every year. However, because of  
its design, it still missed the critical group of  older children 
requiring boosters, like Payal.

Explaining the outbreak
We interviewed a few health workers in Bilas-
pur to understand the situation on the field on 
the diphtheria vaccination. The health workers, 
who are directly involved in routine immunisa-
tions, were confused about the immunisation 
policies for children above two years of  age. 
They said that around six years ago, the RBSK 
yojana had started in Chhattisgarh. The routine 
health workers assumed that this RBSK team, 
which is responsible for screening various dis-
eases, will be vaccinating school-going chil-
dren, even though immunisation is not within 
the purview of the RBSK team. As a result, 
none of  the health workers had administered 
the recommended second booster for diphtheria in the last 
six years.

The diphtheria outbreak in Bilaspur poses two intellec-
tual questions for a public health physician. First, out of  
the nine patients seen at our hospital, only one child was 
less than five years of  age, whereas historically diphtheria 
affects children less than five years old. The second ques-
tion is, how did this outbreak spread? There were only five 
patients in the first eight weeks, with periods of  no cases 
for up to two weeks within that time.

Poor coverage of  the immunisation booster doses is 
important in understanding the demography of  children 
admitted with diphtheria at JSS. Since booster doses of  
anti-diphtheria vaccine were not provided, older children 
were unprotected from diphtheria and thus the percentage 
of  patients who had diphtheria who were more than five 
years of  age has increased significantly.

The most likely explanation for the spread of  the 
outbreak, without cases being reported, is asymptomatic 
carrier adults in the community. According to a WHO 
report, in 2016, of  the 1,530 cases seen in Bihar, Uttar 
Pradesh, Kerala and Haryana only 20% patients were 
less than five years of  age. In Kerala, 533 cases were re-
ported in 2016, of  which 39 patients were older than 45 
years, highlighting that diphtheria infects patients of  all 
ages. Even in Bilaspur, we have seen several adults in this 
outbreak with tell-tale sequelae of  diphtheria, such as the 
paralysis of  palatal muscles leading to swallowing diffi-
culties. These adult illnesses are a consequence of  them 
being unprotected against diphtheria because the effect 
of  childhood vaccines has waned.

The way forward
Every time a child dies of  a vaccine-preventable disease 
such as diphtheria, we as a society and a nation fail them. 
Based on our experiences in Bilaspur, interactions with 
health workers and on the basis of  work as public health 
physicians, we would like to propose the following solu-
tions to eliminate diphtheria in India.

First, while the incidence of  diphtheria has reduced 
in children less than five years of  age, it has increased in 
children more than five years of  age. The government and 
concerned officials should make it a priority to improve 
the administration of  booster doses. Mission Indradha-
nush has been successful in improving the vaccination 
rates of  children less than two years of  age by covering ad-
ditional 6-7% children every year. We strongly recommend 
that Mission Indradhanush should broaden its coverage to 
compulsorily include children up to six years of  age.

Second, the UIP in India has limited diphtheria vac-
cination only up to five years of  age. There is ample data 
to suggest that diphtheria affects all age groups, as seen 
during outbreaks in Kerala. The ACIP recommends a 
diphtheria vaccine booster every ten years, as immunity 
wanes over time, but the UIP in India has not adopted this 
guideline despite large-scale outbreaks. The UIP should 
be revised to include a diphtheria booster every ten years 
for adults. This would help decrease the pool of  asympto-
matic carrier adults.

If  we don’t implement our routine immunisation 
programme better and don’t make efforts to protect our 
adolescents and adults, we should be prepared to live with 
diphtheria and its unfortunate outcomes.
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Prime Minister Narendra Modi with Union Minister of Cosumer Affairs Ram Vilas Paswan and Mukhisa 
Kituyi, Secretary-General of the United Nations Conference on Trade and Development, at the International 
Conference on Consumer Protection for East, South & South-East Countries, in New Delhi on Thursday.

UP chief Minister Yogi Adityanath weilds a broom as he takes part in a 
cleanliness drive at the western gate of the Taj Mahal in Agra on Thursday. PTI

PTI

NEWS IN BRIEF
Kerala Police arrest two more  
‘IS recruiters’
Kannur (Kerala) Oct. 26 (IANS): The Kerala Police 
here on Thursday arrested two Muslim youths who are 
alleged to be the local recruiters for the Islamic State (IS) 
terror group. With this, the total number of arrests has 
reached five, with three being arrested on Wednesday by 
the police in Valapatanam. All five arrested had returned 
from Turkey not long ago, a police officer said. They hail 
from Chakarakal and nearby areas of  Kannur. Their 
detailed interrogation is underway.

Delhi government likely to 
implement odd-even scheme again
New Delhi, Oct. 26 (IANS): With the air quality in 
Delhi and NCR getting worse ahead of winter, the city 
government has said it may bring back the odd-even 
vehicle rationing scheme in the capital. In a letter written 
on Wednesday, Delhi Transport Minister Kailash 
Gahlot directed the Delhi Transport Corporation (DTC) 
to gear up for implementation of the odd-even scheme 
-- under which private vehicles with odd registration 
numbers will be allowed to run on odd dates and those 
with even numbers will run on even dates.  Weekends 
and public holidays are exempted from the vehicle 
rationing scheme. 

AIIMS resident doctors on hunger strike
New Delhi, Oct. 26 (IANS): Over 2,000 resident 
doctors at the All India Institute of  Medical Sciences 
(AIIMS) went on an indefinite hunger strike on 
Thursday demanding the recommendations of the 7th 
Central Pay Commission be implemented. In a unique 
move, the doctors will continue to perform their duties 
as they do not wish patient-care to suffer.  Every day for 
one hour they will demonstrate at the premier institute’s 
gates Number 1 and 2, pressing for the implementation 
and continue to go without food. The Resident Doctor’s 
Association (RDA) of  AIIMS has appealed to Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi and Union Health Minister J.P. 
Nadda. However, there has been no response.

Everybody has right to practice 
own religion – Mamata 

Kolkata, Oct. 26 (PTI): West Bengal Chief  Minister 
Mamata Banerjee today said India stands for unity in 
diversity and each one of us has the right to practice his 
own religion. She was speaking at a function organised 
in Khidderpore on the occasion of  Chhath festival. 
“India stands for unity in diversity, where everybody 
has the right to practice his or her religion and customs. 
I take part in all festivals, be it Durga Puja, Eid, 
Christmas or Chhath Puja,” Banerjee said, adding that 
she extended greetings to Rashtriya Janata Dal supremo 
Lalu Prasad today.

Two injured in major Mumbai fire
Mumbai, Oct. 26 (IANS): Two persons, including a fire 
fighter, were injured when a massive fire broke out as a 
gas cylinder exploded during demolition of unauthorised 
constructions in a slum here on Friday afternoon, 
officials said. According to the BMC Disaster Control, 
16 fire tenders and 17 water tankers were rushed to the 
spot of the blaze in Behrampada slums in Bandra east to 
douse the flames, the thick black smoke from which was 
visible for several kilometres. The incident resulted in a 
disruption of services on the Harbour Line which were 
suspended briefly as a precautionary measure.

Government bringing stringent 
consumer protection law — Modi

UP CM visits Taj, vows to 
conserve Agra’s ‘rich history’

Doctors sceptical on survival of one of craniopagus twins 

Fake stamp paper scam 
convict Abdul Karim Telgi dies

Father’s name not necessary 
for admission of rape - 
survivor’s child in MP schools

Practical approach, not condemnation, 
needed to tackle Rohingya issue — Jaishankar

Five taken into custody for assault on Swiss tourists

NIA raids Salahuddin’s residence in terror funding case

J-K situation improving; violence 
coming down — Mehbooba

N D Tiwari shifted to ICU

New Delh i ,  Oct .  26 
(IANS): Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi on Thurs-
day said the government 
was in the process of  en-
acting stringent legislation 
aimed at protecting con-
sumers along with setting 
up a Consumer Protection 
Authority (CPA).

“Consumers’ protec-
tion is this government’s 
priority. We are in the proc-
ess to bring a new law on 
consumer protection keep-
ing in mind the need of  the 
country and business prac-
tices here,” Modi said at an 
International Conference 
on Consumer Protection 
for East, South and South-
East Asian Countries.

“We are in the process 
of  forming a Consumer 
Protection Authority, which 
will have executive powers, 
for immediate redressal.” 

The rules were being 
streamlined to solve con-

New Delhi, Oct. 26 (IANS): 
Odisha’s craniopagus (joined at 
the head) infant twins were suc-
cessfully separated at the AIIMS 
here in a 16-hour surgery but 
the 30-member medical team on 
Thursday seemed sceptical about 
survival of  one of  the kids, in 
view of  his deteriorating health.

Citing the criticality of  the 
case, the doctors said the next 18 
days were extremely critical to as-
certain the success of  the surgery.

“The children have been sepa-
rated. There were many chal-
lenges in this surgery which were 
never seen before,” All India 
Institute of  Medical Sciences 
(AIIMS) Neurosurgery Depart-

ment chief  A.K. Mahapatra told 
the media here.

“Though we had assumed 
some of  the challenges but these 
were quite more. During the 
surgery, a total of  3.5 litres blood 
were also lost.”

The marathon surgery for the 
two and a half  years old Jaga and 
Kalia had begun on Wednesday 
at 6 a.m. and got over on Thurs-
day 3 a.m.

Asked if  the chances of  sur-
vival for both the kids were the 
same, Mahapatra said that Jaga 
was more fragile health-wise and 
his condition was more critical 
currently.

“Both the kids have other 

health issues as well. While Jaga 
has heart issues, Kalia has kid-
ney problems,” Mahapatra told 
IANS.

“Though initially Jaga was 
healthier, now he is the one 
whose condition has deteoriated. 
Kalia is better.”

The second phase of  surgery 
had to be done before the sched-
uled time as the health of  Jaga 
deteriorated.

AIIMS Director Randeep 
Guleria, who was also present 
at the press meet, said that the 
medical team was putting extra 
post-operative efforts for the im-
provement of  the children as the 
chances of  them catching infec-

tion was high. 
The twins, whose cranium 

were fused, were brought to 
AIIMS on July 14 from Milipada 
village in Odisha’s Kandhamal 
district. 

The first phase of  the surgery, 
where experts from Japan were 
also present, was done on August 
28. In it, a new bypass technique 
was used for the first time to sepa-
rate the twins.

Elaborating the challenges 
during the surgery, Guleria said: 
“There was a situation in which 
one of  the kids did not have blood 
nerves, which had to be created. 
The skin grafting was also done 
and later extra care had to be 

taken for the blood, nutrition and 
overall health of  the two so that 
they could undergo the surgery.” 
Each of  the twins also needed 20 
units of  blood.

N e u r o s u r ge o n  D e e p a k 
Gupta, who played an important 
role in the surgery, said that both 
of  them also had seizures which 
was to be taken care of.

“Such cases are 1 in 25 lakh 
children. 80 per cent of  them die 
during the treatment,” he said.

Though the Odisha govern-
ment has sanctioned Rs 1 crore 
for the surgery at AIIMS, the 
institution said that they are not 
charging the parents for several 
procedures and treatment.

Bengaluru, Oct. 26 (PTI): 
Abdul Karim Telgi ,  a 
convict in the multi-crore 
counterfeit stamp paper 
scam, died of  multi-organ 
failure at a government 
hospital here today.

Telgi (56) died around 
3.55 pm at the Victoria 
Hospital, where he was 

admitted with meningitis 
a few days ago, police said.

According to the doc-
tors, the high-profile con-
vict was on ventilator and 
life support after multi-
organ failure, and was in a 
critical state.

Telgi was sentenced to 
30 years rigorous imprison-
ment in 2006, besides being 
slapped with a whopping 
fine of  Rs 202 crore. He 
had been lodged in the Par-
apana Agrahara central jail 
here for the last 16 years.

He was arrested in 
Ajmer in November 2001 
in connection with the fake 
stamp paper scam, running 
into billions of  rupees.

Telgi  had mult ip le 
health problems. He was 
also suffering from diabetes 
and hypertension for over 
20 years.

Bhopal, Oct. 26 (PTI): 
The Madhya Pradesh 
government has directed 
school authorities not to 
ask the name of biological 
father if the child of a rape-
survivor seeks admission.

Following a recom-
mendation of the Madhya 
Pradesh Human Rights 
Commission (MPHRC), 
the School Education De-
partment has written to 
district collectors, asking 
them to convey this direc-
tive to the schools in their 
jurisdiction.

“The MPHRC has 
made a recommendation 
and we also believe that 
this was necessary for pro-
tecting the dignity of  a 
rape-survivor who is a sin-
gle parent. So the School 
Education Department 
has decided that schools 
-- government or private 

-- would not ask the name 
of the biological father of  
a rape survivor’s child,” 
Minister of  State for 
School Education Deepak 
Joshi told PTI.

District collectors 
would ensure the imple-
mentation of this instruc-
tion, he added.

“As a society, we need 
to protect the dignity and 
confidentiality of  a rape 
victim who has to go 
through an intense mental 
agony. (Disclosing and 
recording) Father’s name 
would not be compulsory 
now in such cases and 
admission can be sought 
only on the basis of single 
mother’s name,” the min-
ister said.

He had not heard 
of  any other state in the 
country having such provi-
sion, Joshi added.

New Delhi, Oct. 26 (IANS): Foreign 
Secretary S. Jaishankar on Thursday 
said a practical approach was needed 
to tackle the Rohingya crisis rather 
than strong condemnation.

Answering a query at a seminar 
on “Connecting the Bay of  Bengal: 
India, Japan and Regional Coopera-
tion” organised by the Carnegie India 
think tank here, Jaishankar also said 
the Rohingya issue “is a matter of  
concern” and that India is engaged in 
talks with Bangladesh and Myanmar 
on the issue.

“Our aim is to see how they can 
move back (to Myanmar),” he said, 
adding that it was not going to be an 
easy task.

His remarks come as the UN put 
the total number of Rohingya refugees 
that have arrived in Bangladesh from 
Myanmar since August 25 at 604,000.

Jaishankar said that such a situ-
ation “is better addressed through 
practical measures and constructive 
conversations rather than doing very 

strong condemnations” and that it 
“needs much more sober realistic lo-
cally sensitive approach”. 

After Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi’s visit to Myanmar in early 
September, India had avoided talking 
about the military crackdown in Ra-
khine State and the refugee situation 
and had condemned the attack on 
the Myanmar security forces by the 
Rohingya militants. 

Later, on September 9, India modi-
fied its position, apparently after the 
Bangladesh High Commissioner Syed 
Muazzem Ali called on Jaishankar to 
discuss the issue. New Delhi voiced 
“deep concern” over the Rohingya 
refugee issue and asked Myanmar to 
handle the situation in the Rakhine 
state with “maturity and restraint”, in 
the statement.

The Rohingyas do not have citi-
zenship in Myanmar and are sparingly 
given refugee status in Bangladesh.

Myanmar State Counsellor and 
Nobel Peace laureate Aung San Suu 

Kyi has come under criticism for the 
manner in which the situation was 
being handled in Rakhine.

On Sunday, during her visit to 
Bangladesh, External Affairs Minister 
Sushma Swaraj said India was “deeply 
concerned” over the violence in Ra-
khine state.

India has also come to Bangla-
desh’s aid in handling the crisis by 
sending relief  material for the current 
influx of Rohingya refugees.

India is also seeking to deport 
around 40,000 Rohingyas living in 
the country.

Agra/New Delhi, Oct. 26 
(IANS): One of  the two 
Swiss tourists attacked and 
badly injured near Agra four 
days ago was discharged 
from Delhi’s Apollo Hos-
pital on Thursday even as 
five persons, including three 
minors, were taken into 
custody for the crime. Ut-
tar Pradesh Chief Minister 
Yogi Adityanath, who vis-
ited Agra, promised better 
security for tourists.

External Affairs Min-
ister Sushma Swaraj said 
while Marie Droz had been 

discharged from the hospi-
tal, her male friend Quentin 
Jeremy Clerc’s condition 
was improving. The Swiss 
embassy in New Delhi con-
firmed the October 22 at-
tack and said it was provid-
ing them consular services.

The ugly attack took 
place when the young cou-
ple was walking alongside a 
train track in Fatehpur Sikri 
near Agra. Clerc was left 
with a fractured skull and 
several bruises. 

Sushma Swaraj sought 
a report from the Uttar 

Pradesh government on the 
assault. Minister of  State 
for Tourism K.J. Alphons 
expressed deep concern. 
He said a “fast and speedy 
response in identifying and 
ensuring speedy action in-
cluding conviction of  the 
guilty would be reassuring” 
and would send a “good 
message of  our efforts to 
prevent recurrence of  such 
incidents”.

Earlier in the day, Ut-
tar Pradesh’s Additional 
Director General of  Police 
Chandra Prakash said one 

person was arrested from the 
Agra-Rajasthan border. He 
declined to reveal the iden-
tity of the arrested person. 

Police took the Swiss 
couple to a private hospital 
in Agra where first aid was 
given. The couple refused 
to lodge an FIR and said 
they would take further 
treatment at Apollo Hos-
pital in New Delhi. But 
police lodged a complaint 
on their own, Prakash said. 
“We are trying to arrest all 
the four persons involved in 
the incident.”

New Delhi, Oct. 26 (IANS): 
The NIA on Thursday carried 
out searches at the residence 
of  Hizbul Mujahideen chief  
Syed Salahuddin in Kashmir 
valley in connection with a 
six-year-old terror funding 
case.

An NIA off icial  told 
IANS, “The agency carried 
out searches at the residence 
of  Shahid in Soibugh village 

of  Budgam district early in 
the morning today (Thursday) 
which has concluded now.”

The raid comes two days 
after the counter-terror probe 
agency arrested Shahid, 42, a 
state government employee, 
in Delhi after he was called for 
questioning at its headquar-
ters in a 2011 terror funding 
case that pertains to terror 
money sent through hawala 

channels by militants based in 
Pakistan and Saudi Arabia to 
Jammu and Kashmir to insti-
gate terrorist activities. 

The NIA has alleged that 
Shahid over the years has been 
receiving and collecting funds 
through international wire 
money transfer from Hizbul 
Mujahideen militant Aijaz 
Bhat, a Srinagar resident now 
based in Saudi Arabia.

New Delhi, Oct. 26 (PTI): Jammu and 
Kashmir Chief  Minister Mehbooba 
Mufti today said situation in the state 
has improved a lot as violence has come 
down significantly.

She said this after holding an hour-
long meeting with Union Home Min-
ister Rajnath Singh, three days after 
the appointment of former Intelligence 
Bureau director Dineshwar Sharma as 
the special representative who will hold 
talks with all stakeholders in the state.

“Situation in Jammu and Kashmir 
has improved as violence has come 
down a lot,” she told reporters here.

The chief  minister said she dis-
cussed with the home minister on the 
announcement of a special representa-
tive for Jammu and Kashmir, security 
situation in the state and various devel-
opment issues.

Mehbooba said a detailed discus-
sions was also held on the Rs 80,000 
crore package announced by Prime 

Minister Narendra Modi in 2015.
“Funds are getting released and 

many development works are going 
on. Works on AIIMS in the state is also 
going on,” she said.

Apart from the home minister and 
the chief  minister, senior officials of  
the home ministry and the Jammu 
and Kashmir government attended 
the meeting, which lasted for about 45 
minutes.

Singh and Mehbooba later had 
a one-on-one meeting for about 15 
minutes.

On Monday, the home minister 
had announced Sharma’s appointment 
as the government’s representative 
for carrying forward a “sustained dia-
logue” with all stakeholders in Jammu 
and Kashmir, in a fresh move aimed 
at bringing peace to the troubled state.

Singh said on Tuesday that Sharma 
would decide whom to engage with for 
a resolution of the Kashmir issue.

New Delhi, Oct. 26 (IANS): 
Former Uttar Pradesh Chief  
Minister Narayan Dutt Tiwari, 
who was admitted to Max Su-
per Specialty Hospital here 
last month, was shifted to the 
Intensive Care Unit (ICU) on 
Thursday following fever and 
pneumonia, said informed hos-
pital sources.

The 88-year-old Congress 
veteran was admitted to the 

hospital on September 20 after 
he suffered a brain stroke and 
paralytic attack.

The veteran leader, who also 
served as Union Minister in suc-
cessive Congress governments, 
as Uttarakhand Chief Minister 
and Andhra Pradesh Governor, 
is under the treatment of senior 
neurosurgeon J.D. Mukherjee 
and senior cardiologist Sumit 
Sethi.

sumer problems in less time 
and at less cost, he added.

“The stress is being giv-
en on consumer empow-
erment. Strict provisions 
are being contemplated 
against misleading adver-
tisements,” Modi said.

He sa id  India  was 
among the few countries 
which had enacted a law a 

year after the UN adopted 
guidelines on consumer 
protection in 1986.

The Prime Minister 
also said the prices of  com-
modities were set to go 
down and consumer inter-
ests were to be protected 
effectively due to the im-
plementation of  the Goods 
and Services Tax (GST). 

Due to the GST, the 
competition among compa-
nies was going to increase. 
So prices will go down. It 
will help consumers from 
lower middle class and poor 
sections,” Modi said.

“Earlier, transportation 
by trucks would take five 
days but it has come down 
to just three three days now 

Agra, Oct. 26 (IANS): 
Uttar Pradesh Chief  Min-
ister Yogi Adityanath on 
Thursday wielded a broom 
to clean an area outside the 
Taj Mahal and then visited 
the imposing monument 
which some of  his party 
colleagues had dubbed a 
“blot” on Indian culture. 
Like any other tourist but 
accompanied by security 
personnel, he walked to the 
main mausoleum to look 
at the tombs of  Mughal 
emperor Shah Jahan and 
his wife Mumtaz Jehan, in 
whose memory the 17th 
century marble monument 
was built.

In the Taj, Adityanath 
went to the Archaeological 
Survey of India (ASI) office 
and saw a slide show about 
the historical and cultural 
details of  the monuments 
in Agra and the steps taken 
to conserve them.

He also went to the Ya-
muna side of the monument 
and spoke to officials about 
the river, its cleanliness and 
the proposed beautification 
of the area.

The Chief Minister laid 
the foundation stone for 
a World Bank-aided pro-
poor tourism development 
project at the Taj Mahal, 
under which the Shah Ja-
han park would be rejuve-
nated and a walking track 
is to be developed between 
Agra Fort and Taj Mahal.

Earlier, he announced 
construction of  a rubber 
check dam over the Ya-

as checkposts on borders 
have vanished after the 
GST. It means transporta-
tion cost has gone down. 
This is going to be trans-
ferred to consumers,”

Taking a dig at those 
opposed to the GST, he 
said: “Some people may 
be taking advantage of  the 
lack of  awareness. How-
ever, the benefits will be 
transferred (to consumers) 
in days to come.” 

Talking about the con-
ference, Modi said: “It 
shows how seriously we 
take the needs of  our citi-
zens and how we strive hard 
to solve their problems. 

“It is the first confer-
ence in the region, where 
everyone is trying in their 
own ways to save the inter-
est of  consumers. However, 
we have to keep in mind 
that the world is going to-
wards a single market,” 
Modi said.

muna and laid foundation 
stones of projects worth Rs 
22 crore at Kachpura area.

Adityanath said his 
government was commit-
ted to conserve the rich cul-
tural and historical identity 
of  Agra.

He said it did not matter 
how and who built the Taj 
Mahal, which is an archi-
tectural marvel that came 
up from blood and sweat of  
the local people. All efforts 
would be made to boost 
tourism related activities to 
increase the number of tour-
ists to Agra and their stay in 
the city, he added.

His visit comes against 
the backdrop of statements 
by BJP leaders that the Taj, 
one of  the wonders of  the 
world, was a blot on Indian 
culture and history.

The statements triggered 
a backlash from many quar-
ters, forcing the Bharatiya 
Janata Party to distance 

itself  from the comments.
Later, the Chief  Min-

ister announced he would 
visit the Taj and that the 
monument had been built 
by the sweat and blood of  
Indian labourers.

Journalists who went 
to cover Adityanath’s visit 
had to go through a lot of  
trouble as their cars and OB 
vans were stopped far from 
the venue of engagements.

Some journalists rang 
up senior government of-
ficials to protest but to no 
avail. The chaos, journal-
ists said, prevailed for more 
than an hour.

He also said the previ-
ous government had not 
done much for tourism pro-
motion, but his government 
was firmly committed to 
developing the required 
infrastructure. Religious 
tourism will also receive 
high priority treatment in 
Mathura and Vrindavan.
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An artillery gun is fired at the funeral procession and royal cremation ceremony of late Thai 
King Bhumibol Adulyadej, in Bangkok, Thailand, Thursday, Oct. 26, 2017.

AP/PTI

Kenya riot police chase National Super Alliance (NASA) supporters in Kenya’s lakeside city of Kisumu, Kenya, 
Wednesday Oct. 25, 2017, a day before the country goes to the polls calling for boycott of the elections. 

Kenya goes to polls in Presidential election re-run China defends Pakistan 
against criticism by India, US

Boko Haram kills eight 
Nigerian soldiers in raid

Jacinda Ardern sworn in as New Zealand PM 47 killed in Indonesia 
fireworks factory 

Venezuelan opposition 
wins EU human rights prize

Take hydrogen bomb threat 
literally—North Korean official

Pak court issues bailable 
arrest warrant for Sharif

Thailand begins royal cremation 
ceremony for late King 

Nairobi, Oct. 26 (IANS):  
Kenyans on Thursday be-
gan voting in a Presiden-
tial election re-run being 
boycotted by the coun-
try’s main opposition, the 
National Super Alliance, 
media reports said.

President Uhuru Ken-
yatta, who is seeking a 
second term, has urged 
people to vote and remain 
peaceful while opposi-
tion leader Raila Odinga, 
who has pulled out of  the 
election re-run, has called 
on his supporters to stay 
away, reports the BBC.

Ke n ya t t a  wa s  a n -
nounced the winner in 
the initial August 8 vote 
with 54 per cent of  votes, 
but the Supreme Court 
over turned the results 
and ordered polls to be 
held again due to irregu-
larities.

The polls on Thursday 
opened at 6 a.m. with tens 
of  thousands of  police 

and other security person-
nel deployed to protect 
voters and polling sta-

tions.
The effect of  the oppo-

sition boycott was visible 

at the polling stations, 
where the number of  peo-
ple coming to vote was 
considerably less than for 
the August 8 elections.

An observer of  the In-
dependent Electoral and 
Boundaries Commission 
(IEBC) told Efe news that 
this time it will be easier and 
faster to count the votes.

The electoral  body 
has been accused by the 
opposition of  not carry-
ing out reforms to prevent 
similar irregularities as 
the last election in this 
poll.

The observer said that 
even though there were 
less people, he hoped that 
more will turn up as the 
day progresses.At least 
37 people were ki l led 
and hundreds injured in 
clashes during the August 
election.

Beijing, Oct. 26 (IANS): 
China once again came 
out in defence of  good 
friend Pakistan against 
criticism by India and the 
US for not doing enough 
to wipe out terrorist out-
fits from the country and 
praised Islamabad’s ef-
forts in combatting ter-
rorism.

A day after India’s Ex-
ternal Affairs Minister 
Sushma Swaraj and US 
Secretary of  State Rex 
Tillerson told Pakistan to 
act against terrorists on its 
soil, China said that Paki-
stan has done a good job 
in countering terrorism.

“Pakistan is  at  the 
forefront of  counter-ter-
rorism efforts. For many 
years, Pakistan has made 
positive efforts to counter 
terrorism and has made 
great sacrifices,” Chinese 
Foreign Ministry spokes-
person Geng Shuang said.

China has earlier too 

made similar statements 
whenever “all-weather 
ally” Islamabad has been 
slammed for failing to 
curb terrorism.“We be-
lieve that the international 
community should rec-
ognise the efforts made 
by Pakistan in counter-
terrorism,” Geng said.

On Wednesday, Sush-
ma Swaraj and Tillerson, 
who was on an India visit, 
told the media that New 
Delhi and Washington 
have agreed that US Presi-
dent Donald Trump’s new 
Afghanistan policy would 
be effective only if  Paki-
stan takes action against 
terror groups on its soil.

Til lerson, who had 
flown in from Pakistan, 
told Islamabad that it 
must step up its efforts to 
eliminate militants and 
terrorist havens operating 
within the country.

On Tillerson’s visit 
to Pakistan, Geng said: 

“China supports the in-
ternational community 
to enhance counter-ter-
rorism cooperation and 
synergy.“We welcome 
Pakistan and the US to 
conduct counter-terrorism 
operations based on mutu-
al respect,” Geng added.

China’s indulgence 
towards its “iron friend” 
Pakistan has often put 
strains on New Delhi-Bei-
jing ties.China has refused 
to declare Pakistan-based 
Jaish-e-Mohammed chief  
Masood Azhar, master-
mind of  last year’s deadly 
attack on an Indian Army 
camp, an international 
terrorist. 

Beijing has also time 
and again tripped India on 
its bid to become an NSG 
member, by tacitly sup-
porting Pakistan’s bid and 
placing both countries at 
the same level on the issue 
of  not signing the Nuclear 
Non-proliferation treaty.

Kano (Nigeria), Oct. 26 (PTI/AFP):  At 
least eight soldiers were killed in heavy 
fighting when Boko Haram raided a mili-
tary camp and looted food from villagers 
in northeast Nigeria, a military source 
disclosed today.

The attack in Sasawa village, some 45 
kilometres from the Yobe state capital, 
Damaturu, happened at about 5:00 pm 
(1600 GMT) on Tuesday.

It was the third Boko Haram attack 
on the military in the remote region in 
the last two weeks, after a relative lull 
during the rainy season, which ended 
last month.

The spokesman for 3 Division Ni-
gerian Army in Damaturu, Colonel 
Kayode Ogunsanya, yesterday confirmed 
the attack, saying only that there were 
“casualties on both sides”.

But a military commander in the city 
said the death toll had risen.

“So far we lost eight men in the Boko 
Haram terrorist attack on the 233 Bat-
talion in Sasawa village: seven soldiers 
and the field officer,” he told AFP on 
condition of  anonymity.

“Their bodies have been recovered. 
But many others are still missing. It 
is not clear whether they are dead or 
alive.” 

Boko Haram attacks on military 
bases were a frequent tactic as the group 
gained in size and strength, using the 
weapons and ammunition seized to cap-

ture swathes of  territory.
But such attacks and hit-and-run 

raids on remote villages reduced drasti-
cally after 2014, as a military counter- of-
fensive was launched.

The government in Abuja maintains 
the fight-back has left the jihadists a 
spent force.

Yet sporadic strikes -- and suicide 
bombings against civilian “soft” targets 
such as mosques and camps for the 
displaced -- indicate the group remains 
a threat.

A local chief  in the Sasawa area said 
the jihadists arrived in six pickup trucks 
and stormed the military encampment, 
triggering a gunfight that lasted for six 
hours.

“When the gunmen realised they 
would be subdued, they sent for rein-
forcements and more fighters arrived in 
three trucks,” he said, asking to remain 
anonymous for fear of  reprisals.

They overran the base, forcing the 
soldiers to withdraw.

Rebel fighters then moved into the 
village, which had been deserted by resi-
dents to escape the fighting.

Another local resident, Aisami Gre-
mah, supported the chief ’s account.

He added: “They (Boko Haram) 
loaded grains from the recent harvest 
into the pick-up trucks and moved to-
wards Kareto and Magumeri in neigh-
bouring Borno state.”

Well ington,  Oct .  26 
(IANS):  Jacinda Ard-
ern was officially sworn 
in on Thursday as the 
40th Prime Minister of  
New Zealand promising 
to tackle climate change, 
eradicate child poverty 
and improve the lives of  
the countrys most vulner-
able people.

Ardern, 37, received 
a round of  applause from 
her cabinet, friends and 
family who had gathered 
at government house for 
the event,  repor ts  the 
Guardian.

In her first comments 
as Prime Minister, Ard-
ern promised to form an 
“active” government that 
would be “focused, empa-
thetic and strong”.

A number of  Ardern’s 
cabinet chose to take their 
oath to the crown in Te 
Reo (Maori language), 
including deputy Labour 
leader Kelvin Davis, Min-
ister for Maori develop-
ment Nanaia Mahuta and 
Women’s Minister and 
Greens MP Julie Anne 
Genter, who is originally 

from the US.
After  the swearing 

in ceremony, a crowd 
of  around 1,000 people 
gathered on the lawn of  
Parliament house to greet 
Ardern, the third woman 
to lead the country and 
the youngest Prime Min-
ister in 150 years.

Ardern was elected 
leader of  the Labour party 
less than three months 

ago after previous leader 
Andrew Little tanked in 
the polls. She was picked 
as the only hope for the 
beleaguered party to enter 
government, the Guard-
ian reported.Ardern told 
the crowd: “We vow that 
regardless of  who you 
voted for, regardless of  
where in Aoteroa you live, 
this will be a government 
for all New Zealanders.” 

Jakarta, Oct. 26 (IANS): At least 47 workers were 
killed and 46 others injured in a massive explosion at an 
Indonesian fireworks factory on Thursday, police said.

The cause of  the fire is said to be an explosion in 
a pickup mini van loaded with raw materials for fire-
works, Denny Hassan, a senior official of  the disaster 
management agency in the city, told Xinhua news 
agency.

“The casualties have reached 47 now,” he said.
The incident occurred at around 9 a.m. at the fac-

tory located in Tangerang area.
“The bodies were fully charred and we are currently 

looking for more bodies,” a police officer said earlier.
“Now we are searching the scene to see whether 

there are any other casualties,” said Doni Pratama, a 
rescuer from the Jakarta search and rescue office.

Pratama and several other rescuers from Jakarta 
have been deployed at the scene to give assistance to 
the local firefighters and rescuers.

The wounded have been treated at nearby hospitals 
in Tanggerang city and a police hospital in Jakarta.

Strasbourg (France) Oct. 
26 (IANS):  The European 
Parliament on Thursday 
awarded the prestigious Sa-
kharov Prize for Freedom of  
Thought to the Venezuelan 
democratic opposition for its 
contributions to the defence 
of human rights.

In a statement, the Par-
liament confirmed that it 
had awarded the prize to 
the Venezuelan National 
Assembly and its president 
Julio Borges, as well as all 
political prisoners in the 
South American nation 
represented by prominent 
opposition leaders, reports 
Efe news. 

“For the last several 
years, Venezuela has been 
in political crisis,” the state-
ment said, adding that the 
ruling party, which is led by 
President Nicolas Maduro, 
has steadily limited the rule 
of  law and constitutional 
order. 

It made reference to 
the Venezuelan Supreme 
Court’s decision in March 
to strip the then opposition-

controlled National Assem-
bly of  its legislative power, 
citing Borges’ description 
of  the crisis: “It’s not only 
a political confrontation 
in Venezuela. It’s a vital, 
existential, values-based con-
frontation.”

Since the onset of  the 
deadly crisis, the number of  
political prisoners in Ven-
ezuela has risen to around 
600, according to the Ven-
ezuelan Penal Forum, a 
human rights organisation 
that provides legal aid to 
those thought to have been 
detained arbitrarily, tortured 
or injured in protests as well 
as to people with limited 
financial resources who face 
legal action. 

The recipients of  the 
Sakharov award receive a 
monetary prize of  50,000 
euros ($59,000).

The two other nominees 
for the prize were Guate-
malan human rights activist 
Aura Lolita Chavez Izcaquic 
and journalist Dawit Isaak, 
imprisoned without trial in 
Eritrea since 2001.

P yo n g ya n g,  O c t  . 2 6 
(IANS):  A threat from 
North Korean Foreign 
Minister Ri Yong Ho of  
the possibility of  testing a 
powerful hydrogen bomb 
over the Pacific Ocean 
should be taken literally, a 
senior Pyongyang official 
told CNN in an exclusive 
interview.

The official, Ri Yong 
Pil, told CNN on Wednes-
day here that the threat 
should not be dismissed. 

“North Korea has al-
ways brought its words 
into action,” he said.

The Foreign Minis-
ter made the threat last 
month while visiting New 
York for the UN General 
Assembly. 

The threat came hours 
after US President Don-
ald Trump threatened to 
“totally destroy” North 
Korea in a speech to the 
UN.

“The Foreign Min-
ister is very well aware 
of  the intentions of  our 
supreme leader, so I think 
you should take his words 
literally,” Ri Yong Pil told 
CNN.

North Korea carried 
out the strongest of  its nu-
clear tests in September, 
claiming to have used a 
hydrogen bomb.

The UN responded to 
the test by imposing fresh 
sanctions.

Ri Yong Pil also im-
pl ied  that  d ip lomat ic 

channels between the US 
and North Korea were 
non-existent, despite US 
Secretary of  State Rex 
Tillerson reiterating over 
months that they were 
still open.

“The US is talking 
about a military option 
and even practicing mili-
tary moves. They’re pres-
suring us on all fronts 
with sanctions. If  you 
think this will lead to di-
plomacy, you’re deeply 
mistaken.”

The official’s remarks 
come af ter  Tr ump on 
Sunday boasted that the 
US was “prepared for 
anything” when it came to 
the North Korea nuclear 
crisis.

Islamabad, Oct. 26 (PTI):  Pa-
kistan’s anti-corruption court 
today issued a bailable arrest 
warrant against ousted prime 
minister Nawaz Sharif  in two 
cases of  corruption spiralling 
from the Panama Papers leak.

The accountability court is-
sued the arrest warrant against 
Sharif  after he failed to appear 
in the court in two graft cases 
the Flagship Investment case and 
the Al-Azizia Steel Mills and Hill 
Metal Establishment case.

Sharif, 67, is in London with 
his wife Kalsum who is undergo-
ing cancer treatment, and has 
not returned to Pakistan for 
the court hearing since he was 
indicted in the graft allegations.

The National Accountability 
Bureau (NAB) on September 
8 registered three cases against 
Sharif, his children and son- 
in-law in the Accountability 
Court here following a verdict 
by the Supreme Court, which 
disqualified him after an inves-
tigation into corruption allega-
tions against his family.

Sharif ’s daughter Maryam 
and son-in-law Muhammad 
Safdar appeared in the court but 
Sharif  was absent and his lawyer 
Khawaja Haris asked the court 
to exempt him from appearance, 
according to a court official.

NAB deputy prosecutor gen-
eral Sardar Muzaffar Abbasi 
opposed the application and said 
that already the court granted 

Sharif  15-day exemption that 
expired on October 24.

He accused Sharif  of  delay-
ing tactics.

The court after hearing argu-
ments rejected the plea and issued 
bailable arrest against him in Al-
Azizi Steel and Flagship Invest-
ment corruption cases and issued 
notices to Sharif  s guarantor in 
Avenfield reference case as he was 
already given bail in the case.

The court adjourned hearing 
in all three cases till November 
3.The court last week indicted 
Sharif in three cases in his absence.

The court during the hearing 
on October 9 decided to separate 
the trial of  his two sons -- Hu-
sain and Hasan -- from Sharif  
and his daughter and son-in-law.

It also had ordered to start 
the process of  declaring pro-
claimed offender to Husain 
and Hasan for failing to appear 
before the court.

Heavy security arrangements 
were made and more than 400 
security personnel deployed to 
deal with any untoward situa-
tion.

The cases are based on July 
28 verdict by the Supreme Court 
which disqualified Sharif  and 
ordered to launch three cor-
ruption cases against him and 
his family, and one case against 
finance minister Ishaq Dar.

Dar has already been in-
dicted and his trial has been 
going on.

Bangkok, Oct. 26 (IANS):  Thou-
sands of  mourners gathered here 
on Thursday to participate in a 
five-day funeral ceremony for Thai-
land’s late King Bhumibol Adulya-
dej who died in October 2016 after 
seven decades on the throne, media 
reports said.

Bhumibol’s son and heir, King 
Maha Vajiralongkorn, will light 
the funeral pyre at 10 p.m., and his 
father’s ashes will be collected and 
transported back to the palace on 
Friday. Two more days of ceremonies 
will follow, reports the BBC.

The funeral officially started on 
Wednesday with a merit-making cer-
emony, a Buddhist rite, in the Grand 
Palace here.

On Thursday, a series of Buddhist 
rites began in the royal palace, and 
then the royal urn was moved onto 
a chariot.

Almost 5,000 members of  the 

military, wearing traditional Thai 
military attire, walked in the proces-
sion as the chariot moved from the 
Grand Palace Throne Hall to the 
crematorium on the Sanam Luang 
Royal ground.

The 14-tonne royal chariot, Phra 
Maha Pichai Ratcharot, or the Great 
Victory Royal Chariot, was built in 
1795, during the reign of King Rama 
I, and has been used ever since in 
every funeral for kings, queens and 
members of the royal family, reports 
Efe news.

According to the Thai govern-
ment, an estimated 110,000 people 
have passed the checkpoints into the 
inner area of the ceremonial ground 
as an all-night inspection was con-
ducted between 8 p.m. Wednesday to 
6 a.m. Thursday.

Thailand has been in mourning 
since Bhumibol, also known as Rama 
IX, passed away on October 13, 2016.



EastErn Mirror  |  Dimapur, Friday, October 27, 2017

10
ENTERTAINMENT
Mirror

Meghan Markle pregnant with Prince Harry’s child
Actress Meghan Markle is reportedly pregnant with Prince Harry’s child. The “Suits” actress 
is three months pregnant, reports okmagazine.com.  “It’s unexpected to say the least -- to have 
a baby out of wedlock would risk creating quite a scandal for the royal family -- but Harry 
and Meghan are eager to build a family together. The sooner the better,” said a source. The 
33-year-old British prince “couldn’t be happier, even if they may ruffle some feathers. Besides, 
the royal family has weathered worse”, the source added. The couple is said to have broken 
their alleged baby news to the Queen.  “Supposedly, she didn’t mince words and told them 
it was ‘a most unfortunate situation’. But she’ll always support them. Now, it’s up to her to 
consult with royal advisers about how to handle such a shocking development and what it 
may mean for a wedding date,” said the source.  Markle will be moving to London and make 
it “her new, permanent home” after finishing the filming of season 7 of “Suits”.  (IANS)

Court issues summons to actor Sanjay DuttMiss Dimapur 2017 grand finale tonight
A 

local court 
has issued 
summons to 
Bollywood 
actor Sanjay 

Dutt in connection with 
remarks allegedly made 
by him against BSP 
chief  Mayawati during 
campaigning for the 2009 
Lok Sabha elections.

Additional Chief  Ju-
dicial Magistrate Sanjay 
Yadav on Wednesday 
issued summons to the 
actor directing him to 
appear in the court on 
November 16.

The court also asked 
the Mumbai commission-
er to serve the summons 
to the actor, prosecution 
officer Ramesh Chand 
Kannaujia said on Thurs-
day.

On April 19, 2009, 
while campaigning for 
the Samajwadi Party 
nominee in Tikaitnagar 
area of  the district, the 
actor had regaled the 
audience with his famous 
‘jaadu ki jhappi’ remark 

Music is something the world would be lost without! We feel it, we breathe it, we love it!  Eastern 
Mirror’s - Rhythm of Love- connects our readers to music through conversation with artists as they 
share their  experience with their love …… MUSIC
Music moves us, opens our emotions - passing all barriers. Music is a piece that we can all 
connect to so Readers get connected with your favorite artists every Friday with Rhythm of Love.

Little did we know

T
he grand finale 
of Miss Dimapur 
2017 will be held 
tonight at IMC Hall, 
Dimapur.

A press release from the 
organisers mentions that the 18 
participants will be competing 
for the title of Miss Dimapur 
2017; and to add glamour 
to glory, a lot of well known 
personalities is said to have con-
firmed to grace the event.

This year, the winners of  
Miss Dimapur 2017 is said 
to walk away with vouchers 
and gift hampers from: Tower 
Queen Home salon, K.R. 
Spotlight, Kristi Fashion, Truly 
Bangkok and many more. 

The winners will also be 
given free portfolio shoot by 
Cinescope. The release further 
mentions that limited tickets for 
the show will also be available at 
the venue.

Following are the profile of  
the five judges who will decide 
the fate of this year’s Miss 
Dimapur 2017 basing on several 
grounds.

EMN

Sukra Mani:

Sukra Mani, an experienced fitness 
consultant is said to be a well known 
face on TV show on fitness ABC 
channel. Mani who hails from 
Darjeeling is a K11 fitness sciences 
certified trainer and fitness consult-
ant and a black belt in Shito Ryu 
Karate, kick boxing Muay Thai.

He is also said to be a title holder 
of various competitions such as Mr. 
Darjeeling, Mr. Himalayan (twice), 
Mr. East India and has represented 
Darjeeling on Mr. India contest. 
He is also the sponsored athlete of  
BodyPower nutrition.

Akuonuo Khezhie:
Managing Director of Northeast 
India Academy of Performing Arts’ 
(NIAPA), Akuonuo, one of the first 

Supermodels from Nagaland is the 
former title holder of Miss Kohima, 
Miss Nagaland and Miss Northeast. 
She is also the first Naga woman to 
contest Miss India and has won the 
Femina Fresh Face 2007 and Sony 
My Miss India 2007 awards.

Andrew Ahoto Sema:

Andrew Ahoto Sema, founding 
member and proprietor of Living-

stone Foundation Hr. Sec. School, 
Dimapur is a self-made educationist 
and business baron. He is an entre-
preneurial genius and a youth leader 
who has proved his mettle in sur-
passing all the challenges of modern 
times with confidence.

Aninuo Ezung:
 This very chic 
mother of two is 
a powerhouse. 
She is one of the 
most influential 
and successful 
female entrepre-
neur who runs the 
famous authentic 
Indian restaurant 
“Aroma Eatery” and the Life spring 
corner.

Sentinaro Jamir:
Sentinaro Jamir is no stranger to 
the EGoN family. She is a two time 
President of BASN, who has concep-
tualized and initiated the Hornbill 
the hornbill festival during her 
presidency. She has also worked with 
the print and electronic media in the 
past. Currently she is an entrepreneur 
and is also a free lance journalist.

and allegedly said that he 
would like to give one to 
Mayawati.

The district adminis-
tration had videographed 
the public meeting and 

later on the directives of  
then district magistrate, 
Masauli police station in-
charge Vinay Misra had 
lodged an FIR.

PTI
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London, Oct. 26 (IANS): 
An international team of  
scientists has discovered 
footprints of a huge carnivo-
rous dinosaur that roamed 
southern Africa 200 million 
years ago.

The researchers found 
several three-toed footprints 
measuring 57cm long and 
50cm wide.

This means the newly 
discovered dinosaur, named 
Kayentapus ambrokholoha-
li, would have an estimated 
body length of around nine 
metres, or 30 feet, and be a 
little less than three metres 
tall at the hip. 

That is four times the 
size of a lion, which is cur-
rently the largest carnivore 

200-million-year old huge 
carnivorous dinosaur found in Africa 

Chinese create genetically 
modified low-fat pigs

Nanotech — based device can charge your phone in seconds

ISRO’s new baby : Building secure 
quantum communications in space

Novel temperature-regulating 
nanoparticles might treat cancer

First Jurassic-era ‘fish lizard’ fossil found in India

Silhouette of  the dinosaur that made the footprints next to an average human for a 
sense of  scale.                                                                      (Credit: Fabien Knoll & Lara Sciscio)

New York, Oct. 26 (IANS): 
Using the gene-editing tech-
nology CRISPR, Chinese 
scientists have created pigs 
that are thinner and leaner 
-- with about 24 per cent less 
body fat than normal pigs.

For the experiment, the 
researchers from the Institute 
of  Zoology at the Chinese 
Academy of Sciences in Bei-
jing, used CRISPR to insert 
a gene into the pigs which 
could help the animals to 
regulate their temperature 
better by burning fat.

While  normal  pigs 
have a tendency toward fat 
accumulation, the gene in-
serted pigs had more lean 
body mass and decreased 
fat percentage, the study 
noted in the paper pub-
lished in the Proceedings 

of  the National Academy 
of  Sciences. 

Decreasing the fat could 
also help the pigs to be less 
susceptible to cold in win-
ter, thus cutting costs for 
farmers.

“They could maintain 
their body temperature 
much better, which means 
that they could survive 
better in the cold weather,” 
said Jianguo Zhao from the 
varsity, reported independ-
ent.co.uk quoting NPR.
org. 

In the study, the re-
searchers successfully cre-
ated 12 pigs with just under 
a quarter less body fat than 
regular pigs. 

They inserted a mouse 
version of a gene called Un-
coupling protein 1 (UCP1) 

-- known for regulating 
body temperature -- into 
the pigs. 

While the f indings 
could save farmers mil-
lions in heating and feeding 
costs, and also reduce piglet 
deaths in winter, the re-
searchers doubt whether the 
genetically modified pigs 
will be approved for public 
consumption, or whether 
people would actually want 
to eat them.

“I very much doubt 
that this particular pig will 
ever be imported into the 
US -- one thing -- and sec-
ondly, whether it would 
ever be allowed to enter 
the food chain,” noted R. 
Michael Roberts, profes-
sor at the University of  
Missouri.

London, Oct 25 (IANS): Scientists 
have in a breakthrough developed 
“intelligent” nanoparticles that have 
the potential to heat up to a level high 
enough to kill cancerous cells, but then 
also self-regulate the temperature and 
cool down before harming the healthy 
tissues.

The self-stopping nanoparticles 
could soon be used as part of  hyper-
thermic-thermotherapy to treat patients 
with cancer. 

Thermotherapy has long been used 
as a treatment method for cancer but 
it is difficult to treat patients without 
damaging healthy cells. 

However, tumour cells can be 
weakened or killed without affecting 
normal tissue if  temperatures can be 
controlled accurately within a range of  

42 degree Celsius to 45 degree Celcius.
The newly developed “Zn-Co-Cr 

ferrite” nanoparticles are self-regulat-
ing, meaning that they self-stop heating 
when they reach temperatures over 45 
degrees Celsius, the researchers noted 
in the paper reported in the journal 
Nanoscale.

“This could potentially be a game 
changer in the way we treat people 
who have cancer. If we can keep can-
cer treatment sat at a temperature level 
high enough to kill the cancer, while 
low enough to stop harming healthy 
tissue, it will prevent some of the seri-
ous side effects of vital treatment,” said 
Ravi Silva, Professor at UK’s Univer-
sity of Surrey.

Importantly, the nanoparticles are 
also low in toxicity and are unlikely to 

cause permanent damage to the body.
For the study, the team created 

nanoparticles which, when implanted 
and used in a thermotherapy session, 
can induce temperatures of  up to 45 
degrees Celsius.

“Magnetic induced hyperthermia is 
a traditional route of treating malignant 
tumours. However, the difficulties in 
temperature control has significantly 
restricted its usage,” noted Wei Zhang, 
Associate Professor from Dalian Uni-
versity of Technology. 

However, “by making magnetic 
materials with the Curie temperature 
falling in the range of  hyperthermia 
temperatures, the self-regulation of  
therapeutics can be achieved. This is a 
major nanomaterials breakthrough”, 
Zhang added.

Berlin/New Delhi, Oct. 26 
(PTI):  In a first, a near- com-
plete fossilised skeleton of  a 
Jurassic ichthyosaur - large 
marine reptile which lived 
alongside dinosaurs - has been 
discovered in India, scientists 
said. Fossil records of  ichthyo-
saurs, which means ‘fish lizards’ 
in Greek, have been found in 
North American and Europe 
previously. However, in the 
Southern Hemisphere, they have 
mostly been limited to South 
America and Australia. Re-
searchers including those from 
the University of Delhi and Uni-
versity of Erlangen-Nuremberg 
(FAU) in Germany have found 
what they believe to be the first 

Jurassic ichthyosaur in India, 
from the Kutch area in Gujarat.

The near-complete skeleton, 
nearly 5.5 metre long, is thought 
to belong to the Ophthalmosau-
ridae family, which likely lived 
between around 165 and 90 
million years ago. It was found 
among fossils of  ammonites 
and squid-like belemnites, and 
its tooth wear patterns suggest 
it predated such hard, abrasive 
animals.

“This is a remarkable dis-
covery not only because it is the 
first Jurassic ichthyosaur record 
from India, but also it throws 
light on the evolution and di-
versity of  ichthyosaurs in the 
Indo-Madagascan region of the 

former Gondwanaland and In-
dia’s biological connectivity with 
other continents in the Jurassic,” 
said Guntupalli Prasad, from 
the Department of  Geology in 
University of Delhi.

While the study, published 
in the journal PLOS ONE, has 
not yet been able to pinpoint the 
ichthyosaur’s species, researchers 
believe that a full identification 
could inform on possible oph-
thalmosaurid dispersal between 
India and South America.

They hope that unearthing 
more Jurassic vertebrates in this 
region could provide further 
insights into the evolution of  
marine reptiles in this part of  
the globe.

Toronto, Oct. 26  (IANS): 
Finding it painful to wait 
for your smartphone to be 
fully charged? Relax, as 
researchers have designed 
novel energy-storage de-
vices using nanotechnol-
ogy that can charge your 
phone in seconds.

Supercapac i tor s  - - 
energy-storage devices 
-- are a promising, green 
alternative to traditional 
batteries, with benefits 
including improved safety 
and reliability, in addition 
to much faster charging. 

H oweve r,  ex i s t i n g 
commercial supercapac-
itors have been limited so 
far by their relatively low 
storage capacity.

The novel design, de-

tailed in the journal ACS 
Nano, roughly doubles the 
amount of  electrical energy 
the rapid-charging devices 
can hold, helping pave the 
way for eventual use in eve-
rything from smartphones 
and laptop computers to 
electric vehicles and high-
powered lasers.

“We’re showing record 
numbers for the energy-
storage capacity of  su-
percapacitors,” said lead 
researcher Michael Pope, 
Professor at the University 
of  Waterloo in Canada. 

“And the more energy-
dense we can make them, 
the more batteries we can 
start displacing,” Pope 
added.

To boost the storage 

capacity, Pope and his 
team developed a method 
to coat atomically thin 
layers  of  a  conductor 
called graphene with an 
oily liquid salt in superca-
pacitor electrodes.

The liquid salt serves 
as a spacer to separate the 
thin graphene sheets, pre-
venting them from stack-
ing like pieces of  paper. 

The liquid salt dramat-
ically helps in maximising 
energy-storage capacity as 
well as minimises the size 
and weight of  the super-
capacitor.

Increasing the stor-
age capacity of  superca-
pacitors means they can 
be made small and light 
enough to replace batter-

ies for more applications, 
particularly those requir-
ing quick-charge, quick-
discharge capabilities.

Pope said better super-
capacitors could also dis-
place lead-acid batteries in 
traditional vehicles, and 
be used to capture energy 
otherwise lost by buses 
and high-speed trains 
when they brake.

Although these super-
capacitors are unlikely to 
ever attain the full stor-
age capacity of  batteries, 
they have the potential to 
conveniently and reliably 
power consumer elec-
tronic devices, electric ve-
hicles and systems in re-
mote locations like space, 
the researchers noted.

Bengaluru, Oct. 26 (IANS): 
After some delay, India is 
joining the handful of  nations 
that have already embarked 
on a new kind of  space race 
to build satellite networks 
for secure “quantum com-
munications”. Existing com-
munications systems are not 
hack-proof.

Raman Research Insti-
tute (RRI) in Bengaluru has 
joined hands with the Indian 
Space Research Organization 
(ISRO) to develop the quan-
tum technologies that ISRO’s 
satellites would need to estab-
lish such a network.

Quantum communication 
exploits a bizarre phenom-
enon of  quantum mechanics 
-- called “quantum entangle-
ment” -- in which photons 
(which are particles of  light) 
are “linked” together in such 
a way that they affect one 
another no matter how far 
apart they are. They appear to 
be connected to each other, as 
if  by magic, and behave as a 
single physical object.

Because a third party can-
not tamper with the photons 
without destroying their “en-

tanglement”, there’s no way to 
eavesdrop undetected.

Under the memorandum 
of  understanding signed re-
cently between RRI and ISRO 
Space Applications Centre 
(ISAC) also in Bengaluru, the 
latter will fund the Quantum 
Information and Computing 
(QuiC) laboratory at RRI for 
developing the quantum tech-
nology tools.

“This is India’s first step 
towards quantum commu-
nications between ground 
and satellites,” Urbasi Sinha, 
who heads the QuiC labora-
tory and has been pioneering 
fundamental quantum ex-
periments “using single and 
entangled photons”, told this 
correspondent.

Although Sinha’s lab at 
RRI has been engaged since 
2013 in “manufacture, ma-
nipulation and application 
of  single and entangled pho-
tons,” experimental validation 
of  the tools it had developed 
for quantum communications 
had to wait for payload space 
in an ISRO satellite.

This has now become pos-
sible though it is not known 

when a satellite carrying Sin-
ha’s payload will get launched.

ISRO’s entry into this new 
area was apparently hastened by 
China’s $100 million landmark 
experiment last year which laid 
the foundation for large-scale 
quantum networking and quan-
tum communication.

Using i ts  world’s  f i rs t 
quantum satellite called “Mi-
cius”, China demonstrated for 
the first time satellite-based 
entanglement distribution to 
two ground stations in China 
1,200 km apart.

On September 29, 2016, 
Chinese scientists also suc-
cessfully held a video confer-
ence between the Presidents 
of  the Chinese Academy of  
Sciences in Beijing and the 
Austria Academy of  Sciences 
in Vienna as the first real-
world demonstration of  in-
tercontinental quantum com-
munication.

China’s grand feat has 
given fresh momentum to 
research in quantum com-
munications in many nations 
launching what some call “a 
new space race.”

Two years ago, researchers 

at the National University of  
Singapore built a nano-satel-
lite with a payload carrying 
the basic components used in 
quantum communication and 
computing. 

Encouraged by its success-
ful operation, Singapore plans, 
in the coming years, to use en-
tangled photons beamed from 
satellites to connect points on 
opposite sides of  the planet.

Scientists of  the University 
of  Waterloo in Canada have 
recently reported successful 
demonstration of  the first 
quantum key distribution 
transmissions from a ground 
transmitter to a quantum pay-
load on a moving aircraft.

ISRO’s move to join the 
race “is welcome indeed,” 
Arun Kumar Pati, who heads 
the quantum information and 
communication group at The 
Harish-Chandra Research In-
stitute in Allahabad, told this 
correspondent. 

“But this has to be some 
kind of  mega project involv-
ing scientists with theoretical, 
experimental and computa-
tional back ground as well as 
engineers.”

in southern Africa.
“The latest discovery 

is very exciting and sheds 
new light on the kind of  
carnivore that roamed what 
is now southern Africa,” 
said Fabien Knoll, Senior 

Research Fellow at the Uni-
versity of  Manchester in 
Britain.

“That’s because it is 
the first evidence of an ex-
tremely large meat-eating 
animal roaming a landscape 

otherwise dominated by a 
variety of herbivorous, om-
nivorous and much smaller 
carnivorous dinosaurs. It 
really would have been top 
of  the food chain,” Knoll 
added.

Kayentapus ambro-
kholohali belongs to a 
group of  dinosaurs called 
“megatheropod”, according 
to the study published in the 
journal PLOS ONE.

The term “Megathero-
pods” describes the giant 
two-legged carnivorous di-
nosaurs, such as the iconic 
Tyrannosaurus rex (T. rex) 
which fossil evidence shows 
was around 12 metres long.

This study also revealed 
that these footprints make 
up the largest theropod 
tracks in Africa.The tracks 
were found on an ancient 
land surface, known as a 
palaeosurface, in the Maseru 
District of Lesotho, a small 
country in southern Africa.

 Mirror Crossword 1632sud0ku 1472
Every Sudoku has a unique solution that can be 
reached logically. Enter numbers into the blank 
spaces so that each row, column and 3x3 box 
contains the numbers 1 to 9.

solutions to CRossWoRD 1631

 ACROSS
 1. Chiefly perennial grasses of 

cool temperate regions
 4. Travelling towards the east 

southeast
 8. Jewish month
 12. Programs for arrays 

(Computers)
 13. Beside one another in a row 

or rank
 14. Offered
 15. Sound with resonance
 17. Smallest particle
 18. Electrodes
 19. Six
 21. Bat
 23. Raise the voice
 26. Gorillas or chimps
 29. Celerity
 31. Law
 32. Demeter
 33. Veterans battleground
 34. Early calculating devices
 36. Swiss capital
 37. Tall perennial herb of tropical 

Asia with dark green leaves
 38. Greek portico
 40. An Iranian language
 42. Print errors
 46. Cronies
 48. Citizens of Israel
 50. Away from wind
 51. Hard fat around the kidneys
 52. What part of (abbrev.)
 53. Posttraumatic stress disorder 

(abbrev.)
 54. Accompaniment to something 

else
 55. Narrow wood or metal or 

plastic runners used for gliding 
over snow 

 DOWN
 1. Soldier
 2. At ease in talking to others
 3. Used when listing items
 4. More rational
 5. Expungings

 6. Larva
 7. Kwas
 8. Chagrined
 9. Determine time
 10. Rapid bustling movement
 11. Radioactivity unit 
 16. __ and ends
 20. Egyptian goddess
 22. Airs
 24. Essential oil or perfume 

obtained from flowers
 25. A song of praise to God

 26. A growth-regulating 
chemical sprayed on fruit 
trees

 27. Having nine hinged bands 
of bony plates

 28. Exercises
 30. Annoyed
 32. Signals 
 35. Closed over
36. Having everything 

extraneous such as 
covering or accessories 

removed
 39. Speak
 41. To show disapproval
 43. Mountain range
 44. Make a sound like a clock 

or a timer
 45. __ Spumante (Italian 

wine)
 46. The small projection of a 

mammary gland
47. Substitute
49. __ juris

solutions to suD0ku 1471
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Combat Sports Festival begins at Kohima Climbers to 
represent Nagaland 

Naga boxing coach leads 
India to 4 gold medals 

Former NBA player 
Miller to visit India

India has delivered a hugely 
successful U-17 World Cup – FIFA

Loyem championship enters day 17 

Champion of lightweight category, Vekutho Soho flanked by the other winners and tournament officials at Kohima local ground on October 
26.

EM Images

Our Correspondent
Kohima, Oct. 26 (EMN): 
Chakhesang wrestler Ve-
kutho Soho of Phek village 
emerged as the champion 
of the lightweight category 
at the 6th Naga Wrestle 
Mania held on October 26 
at Kohima local ground.

23 year-old Soho, son 
of  former Naga wrestling 
champion Hukhonieyi, de-
feated another Chakhesang 
wrestler Vetazo Veswüh 
from Suthozu village in the 
final to lift the title.

It may be mentioned 
that the 6th edition of Naga 
Wrestle Mania, which is 
part of the Combat Sports 
Festival 2017, commenced 
today. The three-day event, 
which will conclude on Sat-
urday, is being organised 
by 3E Nagaland (Elite-
Entertainment-Enterprise).

On his  way to l i f t 
the title, Soho defeated 
Mhiesilieto Kuotsu of  
Khonoma village in the 
semifinal, while he over-
came Cüto Medeo of Khu-
lazu in the round of  last 
eight. As for runner-up 
Veswüh, he knocked down 
Seyiejalie Gwirie of  Jot-
soma in the semifinal. 

The champion Soho 
was awarded INR 50,000 
along with the title belt, 
wh i l e  the  r unne r -up 
Veswüh fetched a cash 
award of INR 30,000. The 
two losing semifinalists 
Mhiesilieto and Seyiejalie 
both received a cash award 
of INR 10,000 each.

As for the heavyweight 
championship, Angami 
wrestler Dzieselatuo Ker-
etsü of  Kohima village 

/ TRZeliang

T.R.Zeliang
          Hon’ble Chief Minister of Nagaland            Your vision, our mission

My Government has a target to train 33021 youths across multiple sectors 
for various job roles under PMKVY (Pradhan Mantri Kaushal Vikas Yojana) 

with the Department of EMPLOYMENT, Skill Development and Entrepreneurship. 

OUR YOUTH IS OUR FUTURE

Our youth is our biggest strength and it is important to build their skills. 
Together we will build towards the development of the state .

K-
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bagged the title following 
his victory against another 
Kohima village wrestler 
Menuosetuo Yiese in the 
final.

Earlier, 31 year-old Ker-
etsü, son of Rev. Khriezet-
uo, beat veteran Chakhe-
sang wrestler Pfusato Tetseo 
in the semifinal, while he 
overcame Kutu Lohe in the 
quarterfinal.

Upcoming wrestler 
Yiese, who was defeated 
in straight bouts in the fi-
nal, earlier knocked down 
promising Chakhesang 
wrestler Venuzo Dawhuo 
in the semifinal.

Even for the heavy-
weight category, the cham-
pion Keretsü was awarded 
INR 50,000 along with the 
title belt, while the runner-
up Yiese received a cash 
award of INR 30,000. The 
two losing semifinalists 

Pfusato and Venuzo were 
given a cash award of INR 
10,000 each.

Day-two of the Combat 
Sports Festival, which will 
commence at 9.30 AM, will 
feature the competition for 
junior wrestling and ‘King 
of the Ring’ championship.

Meanwhile, 29 light-
weight wrestlers have quali-
fied for the King of the Ring 
championship. 

They are Vekutho Soho, 
Vetazo Veswüh, Mhiesilieto 
Kuotsu, Seyiejalie Gwi-
rie, Cüto Medeo, Tavesuh 
Tetseo, Menose Zashümo, 
Kuchohu Cürha, Shekhopa 
Lala, Bodeve D Vadeo, 
Melevo Rose, Menokholie 
Senotsu, Khrietsonyü Whu-
orie, Lhuvikhoto Vakha, 
Khresanguto Nyekha, Ke-
housalie Kiekho, Bisekhoto 
Gwirie, Petekuolie Nipu, 
Kethoveyi Resü, Thek-

rusevi Meru, Vikehiekho 
Kehie, Rovilhulie Pier, 
Beduhu Khamo, Rao D 
Vadeo, Rükulhü Phesao, 
Kekhr iengukho Nisa , 
Neitsilie Zhünyü, Megovi-
zo Visienyü and Nunelhuto 
Meyase.

The heavyweight wres-
tlers who have qualified for 
the King of the Ring cham-
pionship are Dzieselatuo 
Keretsü, Menuosetuo Yiese, 
Pfusato Tetseo, Venuzo 
Dawhuo, Kezhavizo Thevo, 
Kutu Lohe, Kekhriezo Nagi 
and Seyiesalie Nakhro.

Earlier on the day, the 
inaugural function was 
graced by Dr. Shürhoze-
lie Liezietsu, MLA and 
president of Naga Peoples’ 
Front as the chief guest.

In his address, Liezi-
etsu stressed the need to 
promote and preserve this 
popular indigenous game, 

which he said is unique to 
the Naga people.

“We are not only pre-
serving, but we have up-
dated the sports (Naga 
wrestling) to a desired level 
which can go to the world 
forum,” he said.

Liezietsu senior also 
lauded 3E Nagaland for 
opening the platform for 
category wrestling cham-
pionship.

“Today’s event can be 
classified as ‘organised 
sports’. With category wres-
tling championship, the 
game is more balanced,” 
he said and further con-
gratulated 3E Nagaland for 
setting a very example for 
the future.

Delivering the keynote 
address, Kethosituo Elvis 
Mepfhüo, while stating that 
traditional form of  Naga 
wrestling does not have 

category competitions, he 
asserted that Naga Wrestle 
Mania (King of  the Ring 
Series) is a concept de-
veloped with the hope to 
give equal opportunities to 
wrestlers of  different sizes 
and physical abilities.

“This form of wrestling 
has both national and inter-
national bodies governing 
the sport and although the 
categorization is not strictly 
in tune with belt wrestling 
categories elsewhere, at 
least we have a basic sys-
tem in place with Naga 
Wrestle Mania through 
which we can give oppor-
tunity for wrestlers to com-
pete in other categorised 
tournaments,” Mepfhüo 
said while he extended his 
gratefulness to the Angami 
Sports Association and 
Nagaland Wresting Asso-
ciation for their approval in 
allowing 3E to conduct the 
event annually.

He  a l so  in fo r med 
about the Yoddha Fighting 
Championship, a mixed 
martial arts event, which 
will be held on Oct. 28 
evening at 5 PM.

“It is our desire to pro-
mote sportsman to national 
and international levels, 
that we have taken this 
plunge to include mixed 
arts this year and we hope 
that sports enthusiasts will 
be entertained and at the 
same time, talented athletes 
will benefit from both our 
events,” he added.

DAY-TWO SCHEDULE
Junior wrestling championship

King of  the Ring 
championship

D i m a p u r,  O c t .  2 5 
(EMN): The Nagaland 
Sport Climbing Associate 
(NSCA) comprising 23 
participants left for Agar-
tala, Tripura to represent 
the state at the 19th North 
East Zone Sports Climbing 
Competition meet 2017, 
organised by the Indian 
Mountaineering Founda-
tion IMF North East Zone 
Committee.

A press release on 
Thursday informed that 
the event will be held from 
Oct. 26 to 29th at Tripura 
Sports School, Dasharath 

Dev Sports complex, Bad-
harghat, Agartala, Tripura 
host by Tripura Sports 
Climbing Association 
(TSCA).

There will be different 
events in the said com-
petitions as per rules of  
International Federation 
of  Sports Climbing (IFSC) 
for the following categories 
Lead, Speed and Boulder-
ing Climbing. The selected 
climbers from this competi-
tion will represent the state 
in the forthcoming 23rd 
National Sports Climbing 
Championship 2017. 

Dimapur, Oct. 25 (EMN): The India youth women 
boxing team participated at the 3rd international boxing 
tournament Balkan at Sofia Bulgaria from Oct. 19 to 
22nd. A statement on Thursday claimed that the team 
bagged four gold medals, 3 bronze and one silver medal. 

“Nitu 48 kg of  India was awarded the best boxer of  
the tournament at Sofia, Bulgaria. The team was also 
at the top of  medal tally from all the rest country. The 
youth India women boxing team was lead by Raffaelle 
Bergamose foreign coach of  India youth women boxing 
team, Bhaskar Bhatt, Trideep along with Tsungchetrenla 
Tzudir of  Nagaland.

This tournament was again a preparation tournament 
for the upcoming world championship of  youth women 
boxing to be held at Guwahati, Assam from Nov. 19 to 
26th, it informed.

Mumbai, Oct. 26 (IANS): 
Former NBA player Andre 
Miller will visit India to 
support the growth of  the 
game in the country, the 
National Basketball Asso-
ciation (NBA) announced 
on Thursday.

Miller will serve as 
a guest analyst on Sony 
SIX's NBA morning show 
"Around the Hoop" on 
Saturday and Sunday. 

Miller will then travel to 
Delhi-NCR where he will 
visit the NBA Basketball 
School on October 30, then 
lead a clinic for prospects at 
The NBA Academy India 
on October 31.

"I'm looking forward to 
my first visit to India to see 
firsthand how the NBA has 
been developing basketball 
in the country. I understand 

there's a lot of  potential in 
India and I'm excited to 
contribute to the growth of  
the sport," said Miller. 

Miller was named to 
the NBA All-Rookie First 
Team in 2000 and was the 
league leader in assists for 
the 2001-02 season. Miller 
ranks ninth on the NBA's 
all-time assist leaders.

Since 2006, more than 
30 active and retired NBA 
and WNBA players have 
visited India with the 
NBA including Sim Bhul-
lar, Bruce Bowen, Muggsy 
Bogues, Chris Bosh, Swin 
Cash,  Tamika Catch-
ings, Seth Curry, Pau Ga-
sol, Robert Horry, Dwight 
Howard, Robin Lopez, 
Brian Shaw, Shawn Mari-
on, Jason Richardson and 
Kevin Durant.

Kolkata, Oct. 26 (PTI): FIFA today lauded 
India for delivering a hugely successful Un-
der-17 World Cup, both in terms of quality 
of football as well as organisation, and said 
that the country seems capable of hosting 
bigger global tournaments in the future.

Addressing a press conference, along 
with All India Football Federation Presi-
dent Praful Patel, FIFA Head of Competi-
tions Jaime Yarza said the infrastructure 
provided for the first ever FIFA tournament 
was world-class and all the teams were 
happy with the organisation.

"The figures speak of themselves, it is 
going to be the most attended U-17 World 
Cup. On the field, the matches were of high 
quality, played in high speed and technically 
also it was of high class. It has been a fan-
tastic tournament and India has delivered 
it. It shows that India is a football nation in 
every sense," Yarza said.

"We want to commend all the six host 
venues for the successful hosting of  the 
tournament. All the teams are happy and 
the coaches told us that training sites were 
of top level.

They did not expect such a good quality 
training pitches. All the teams are satisfied 
regarding accommodation, food and trans-
portation," he added.

Asked if  India can host bigger FIFA 
tournaments in future with the kind of  
infrastructure the country now has, the top 
FIFA official said, "All these stadia are not 
only of  FIFA U- 17 World Cup level but 

of (senior) FIFA World Cup level. In every 
aspect, India can host bigger FIFA events 
in future.

India should be proud of having these 
kind of infrastructure." 

Yarza said the FIFA U-17 world Cup 
has catapulted India to the global stage and 
it has shown that it's a footballing country.

"This tournament has touched so many 
hearts and souls like in the case of Mission 
XI Million Project which is a fantastic one. 
India is going to be a pioneer breaking new 
records for this approach. We will keep on 
working with AIFF, we will try to make 
this country into a football nation in many 
ways." 

He said the Indian team had also not 
done badly despite crashing out of  the 
group stage after losing all their three 
matches.

"The Indian team had also played well, 
executing what the coach had asked them 
to. They played at high speed, they were not 
afraid of facing some very good teams and 
all the Indians should be proud of their per-
formance. They should continue to develop 
and get support," the FIFA official said.

Patel, on his part, waxed eloquent on 
the success of  the tournament and said 
the country should pick up from this U-17 
World Cup to move ahead.

"We have heard in the words of FIFA 
that it has been an astounding success in 
terms of  organisation, infrastructure and 
conduct of the matches.

Dimapur, Oct. 25 (EMN): The Silver 
Jubilee edition of  Loyem Memorial Se-
nior Soccer Open Championship 2017 
organized by the Confederation of  Chang 
Student’s Union entered its 17th day. In 
the first match of  the day on 26-10-2017 
Donching Yangmei FC ‘A’ defeated Upper 
Defence Chingmelen by 2 -0. 

The first half  of  the match went for a 
goalless draw. However, Tonching Yang-
mei FC ‘A’ made a strong came back in 
the second half. Aolen drew the first con-
version in the 45th minute and Bendang 
Jamir added the second in the 50th minute. 

Molong of  Upper defence Chingmelen 

was awarded a yellow card in the 50th 
minute for a foul play.

In the second match of  the day, United 
Tuensang Tornados defeated 40th Assam 
Rifles by 2-1. In the first half  the 40th As-
sam Rifles made the first damage through 
the boot of  LC Mawia in the 18th minute. 
However, in the 26th minute the United 
Tuensang Tornados found the equal-
izer through Ayuba in the 26th minute. A 
powerful shot in the 58th minute took the 
40th Assam Rifles by complete surprise 
as Longshi found the net for the United 
Tuensang Tornados, according to a press 
release. 


