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Mirror Takes

~ Arien
"What!! The Community 

needs to be United as well? 
Even the politicians? Even the 

villages?... not just NNPGs???"

Out of difficulties  
grow miracles. 

~ Jean de la Bruyere

RNI NO. NAGENG/2002/07906VOL. XVI  NO. 291  | PAGES 12  ` 4/-      DIMAPUR, WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 25, 2017

More on Page 5

More on Page 5

EASTERN MIRROR

 

Min.Max. Max.Min.
Aizawl 27° 15°
Agartala 31° 20°
Gangtok 21° 08°
Guwahati 29° 18°
Imphal 27° 13°

Itanagar 26° 15°
Shillong 20° 12°
Delhi 34° 17°
Kolkata 34° 22°
Chennai 36° 26°

 Max:  Min:
KOHIMA 25.6° 16.8°
DIMAPUR 27.4° 20.4°
 RF:  RH:
KOHIMA 14.2 95%
DIMAPUR NIL 92%
* Rainfall (RF) * Relative humidity (RH)
Temperature in State Capitals
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Juneseo Park Political Counselor, Embassy 
of Republic of Korea, delivering a lecture at 
Nagaland University, Meriema on October 24.
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'Korea willing to expand assistance' Genome India Project launched in NE

NPF youth wing protest enters Day 2

KMC warns vendors selling above rates fixed

DAN led by Neinu 
claims legitimacy

Rio led NPF to appeal ECI order
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China and Southeast Asia was cen-
tral to international economic activ-
ity and also a witness to wars.

Likewise, he said with Korea 
strategically located between China 
and Japan had suffered from im-
perialism, aggression, colonisation 
and war.

Therefore Korea has shared the 
historical memories of Nagaland 
regarding imperialism, aggression, 
colonization and war.

In this context, Park said Korea 
has a great sympathy for Nagaland 
and have a great solidarity and close 
friendship towards the people of  
Nagaland.

Presently with Korea as the first 
former development assistance re-
cipient to become a development 
aid donor, he pointed out that Ko-
reans have a great advantage to help 
other people and countries, ‘because 
Korean has the same memories and 
experience of poverty, suppression, 
colonial occupation and war.’

Park who is from South Korea 
said the country's official develop-
ment assistance has been increasing 
rapidly and will continue to do so 
wherein it has granted free aid do-
nations amounting to more than 
USD 200 millions. Korea also has 

opened 10 billion dollar line of  
credit to India, he informed.

Though Nagaland is primarily 
an agrarian economy at present as 
the Koreans in the past, Park was 
optimistic that things will improve 
for better as Nagaland acts as In-
dia's ‘Gateway to the East’- the land 
route for trade between India and 
Burma and other Southeast Asian 
countries.

He also reiterated that Korea is 
now pushing ahead with the politi-
cal and economic cooperation with 
India very strongly.

Park said he was very impressed 
with the Nagaland State Museum 
exhibiting ancient weaponry, a cer-
emonial drum and other traditional 
Naga cultural artefacts and was sur-
prised to see lots of cultural similari-
ties between Nagaland and Korea. 

He was also delighted that 
many people in Nagaland are now 
big fans of Korean films and music, 
and have adopted various elements 
of Korean culture too.

Towards this, he said the coop-
eration between Korea and Naga-
land is starting now and called for 
the support and cooperation of the 
state government and the people to 
work together for a bright future. 

KFC Kohima, Keziekie Bus Stop
PH. 8794713721

tion for a great bilateral cooperation 
potential.

He also recounted a Korean leg-
end that when the ancient kingdom 
of Korea was destroyed by Chinese 
invasion about 1,300 years ago, the 
refugees had settled in this region, 
because Nagaland has a very similar 
landscape as their lost fatherland.

Similarly, he said Kohima suf-
fered heavy fighting in World War 
II as commemorated by memorials 
at the Kohima War Cemetery.

From ancient times, he pointed 
out that Nagaland as a trading route 
between the Indian subcontinent, 

Our Correspondent
Kohima, Oct. 24 (EMN): With 
Korea and Nagaland having great 
potentials for development and co-
operation for mutual benefit, Korea 
is willing to expand development 
assistance such as scholarship to the 
youths of Nagaland and to support 
introduction of Korean language 
course at Nagaland University.

This was said by Juneseo Park, 
Political Counsellor, Embassy of  
Republic of Korea, New Delhi on 
his visit to Nagaland University, 
Kohima Campus Meriema on Oc-
tober 24.

Delivering a lecture on ‘changing 
dynamics of Korea- India relations 
and cooperation between South Ko-
rea and the state of Nagaland’, Park 
has stated his willingness and felt 
that if  the youths of Nagaland get 
an opportunity to study in Korea 
they can make a great contribution 
to expanding bilateral cooperation 
between two peoples.

Stating that Nagaland and Ko-
rea has many things in common 
like the mountainous areas, cultural 
similarities, architectural styles and 
artefacts, Park maintained that this 
cultural proximity of Korea and 
Nagaland has given a solid founda-

Our Correspondent
Imphal, Oct. 24 (EMN): 
For the first time among 
the Northeast states of  
India, the Centre for 
Brain Research (CBR) 
of  the Indian Institute of  
Science(IISc), Bangalore 
in collaboration with In-
stitute of  Bioresources and 
Sustainable Development 
(IBSD),Imphal is all set to 
undertake the Whole Ge-
nome Sequencing (WGS) 
in order to develop person-
alised medicines by explor-
ing genetic information 
while dealing with health 
issues of  the population in 
future.

“This will help us to 
identify genetic disease 
burden of the people in 
the region,” says Director 
Prof Dinabandhu Sahoo of  
IBSD, a National Institute 
under Department of Bio-
technology, Government of  
India while launching the 
Genome India project for 
NE states on Tuesday. “Be-
sides it will help in explor-
ing aged-related disorders 
which is a major concern 
as we spend 80 percent of  
income in buying medicine 
etc.”

The step has been taken 
up in the NE region which 
has more than 220 ethnic 
groups living in very diverse 
topographies, so that the 
economic burden in deal-
ing with health issues could 

be reduced by personalised 
medicines which could be 
achieved by use of the genet-
ic information, Sahoo felt. 
The Project will also lead 
to a new understanding of  
the different ethnic groups 
of India, which is a country 
with the highest diversity of  
ethnic groups, and which 
puts India in a unique posi-
tion for the mapping of the 
human genome. 

The initiative is to sys-
tematically document the 
genetic information from 
WGS for thousands of Indi-
an individuals belonging to 
different geographical loca-
tion and diverse population 
groups across the country, to 
facilitate genome wide asso-
ciation studies at a cheaper 
cost in India for any genetic 
disease or trait.

WGS is the process of  
determining the complete 
DNA sequence of an or-
ganism’s genome (an organ-
ism’s complete set of DNA, 
including all of its genes) at 
a single time. Each genome 
contains all of the informa-
tion needed to build and 
maintain that organism.

“We’re taken up the 
mapping and understand-
ing of the human genome 
across the country including 
NE region to identify the 
mutation that exist in the 
population,” said Founder 
Chairperson Prof Vijay-
alakshmi Ravindranath of  

CBR, IISc, Bangalore, and 
former Director, National 
Brain Research Centre, 
Haryan. “By analysing, we 
can also establish what the 
genetic risk diseases so that 
we can take up public health 
measures.”

According to Prof  
Ravindranath, the brain be-
hind the initiative, the study 
plans to cover around 2,000 
individuals in NE region 
out of 10,000 across the 
country on a priority basis 
within three years time and 
it would continue for more 
years.

This will also develop 
a comprehensive data re-
source for population spe-
cific genetic variants and 
also enable development 
of personalised medicine, 
which would be more ef-
fective, with reduced side 
effects.

Scientists LV Prasad of  
Eye Institute, Hyderabad, 
Rajiv Gandhi of Centre for 
Biotechnology, Thiruvanan-
thapuram, Institute of Life 
Sciences,Bhubaneswar, Na-
tional Institute of Biomedi-
cal Genomics,Kalyani be-
sides scientists from IBSD 
Imphal,IISc,Bangalore, 
were also present during the 
day’s programme.

A statement from 
IBSD also added that Kris 
Gopalakrishnan, co-found-
er of Infosys has contributed 
Rs. 225 cr. for this project.

Dimapur, Oct. 24 (EMN): 
The Kohima Municipal 
Council has on Tuesday 
stated that it will penal-
ise any vegetable vendors 
found selling goods above 
the maximum retail price 
fixed by the municipality. 

"It has come to the 
knowledge of this office 
that some vegetable vendors 

are selling their products at 
exorbitant rates beyond the 
maximum retail rates fixed 
by the Kohima Municipal 
Council, which is causing 
immense hardship to the 
public, " stated the Admin-
istrator of Kohima Mu-
nicipal Council Kethosituo 
Sekhose.

Therefore any vendor 

found selling above the 
maximum rates within the 
Kohima Municipal Council 
Jurisdiction shall be penal-
ised and their goods seized 
as per the provisions of law. 

He also requested the 
members of the public to 
inform the Kohima Munici-
pal Council if  they come 
across such practices.

Our Correspondent
Kohima, Oct. 24 (EMN): The youth wing 
of Dr. Shürhozelie Liezietsu led Naga Peo-
ple’s Front (NPF), evidently dissatisfied 
with the speaker of Nagaland Legislative 
Assembly (NLA) Dr. Imtiwapang Aier’s 
clarification on the issues raised by it which 
appeared in the local dailies today, contin-
ued their ‘peaceful dharna (sit-in protest)’ 
outside the Civil Secretariat, Kohima.

The protesting youth are of the view 
that the speaker only tried to justify his inac-
tion to the pending cases regarding disquali-
fication petitions filed against 36 NPF leg-
islators who defied the whip issued by the 
NPF Chief Whip Kiyanilie Peseyie on July 
21 last; recognition of Kuzholuzo Nienu as 
the leader of the NPF Legislature Party in 
the Assembly; and recognition of Yitachu 
as the new Chief Whip of the NPF party, 
which was necessitated after the demise of  
Peseyie on Sep. 27 last.

“We are not asking any justification 
from him. We are only asking him that he 
should pass necessary orders. It may be in 
favour of us or others, we don’t care, we 
only want that he should pass the orders 
as per the Constitution of India and as per 
the laid down laws in the state assembly,” 
stated MLA Yitachu while addressing the 
gathering at the protest site on Tuesday af-
ternoon. The legislator alleged that speaker 

Aier’s justification was only to confuse the 
people further. 

On Oct. 23, the speaker had cited that 
one of the reasons for the pendency of the 
disqualification petition was the unfortu-
nate demise of the petitioner himself (Kiya-
nilie Peseyie), which, he stated, has literally 
rendered the proceedings infructuous in the 
legal parlance. Yitachu stated that if  this 
was the speaker’s opinion, then the speaker 
should pass an order stating so, and not try 
to justify before the public and ‘try to pro-
long things’. The MLA scathingly remarked 
his doubt whether the speaker meant that a 
thief is to be let off just because the owner 
of the house where he stole from is dead. 
He asserted that it was shameful to hear 
such an explanation from one of the high-
est offices of the state.

On the speaker’s clarification that the 
matter regarding recognition of Kuzholu-
zo Neinu as leader of the NPF legislature 
party is under reference for legal opinion, 
Yitachu opined that the speaker should list 
out whom he was seeking legal opinion 
from and what were the queries he had put 
forth to the legal expert. The MLA said the 
speaker’s office being one of the highest 
in the state, Aier could have made a time-
bound request from whomever he sought 
the legal opinion.

Dimapur, Oct. 24 (EMN): At the backdrop 
of the recent order from the Election Com-
mission of India the Naga People's Front 
party led by Neiphiu Rio has on Tuesday 
stated that  it will file a and acknowledges 
the need to file a 'Review Petition' as there 
were misrepresentation of facts and statis-
tics, by the 'other NPF dissenter group'.

" Reviews the ECI Order dated 17th 
October, 2017, in regard to “Dispute Case 
No. 3 of 2017, a Dispute in Naga People’s 
Front, a recognized State Party in the States 
of Nagaland and Manipur,” and, thereof, 
recognizes and acknowledges the need to 
file a Review Petition—since the compe-
tent authority of the ECI has been grossly 
misguided with misrepresentation of facts 
and statistics, by the other NPF dissenter 
group."

This resolution along with a series of  
others that was handed out to the media 
were made during a consultative meeting 
of the party's central office at Kohima. 

It stated that the party appreciated  
"competent" and  "wise" decision of the 
ECI for  suggesting to the NPF Party to 

settle its internal dispute through reconcilia-
tion and therefore "openly extends" its  rec-
onciliation to the "NPF-minority group led 
by its innocuous" President Dr. Shürhozelie 
Liezietsu, to join hands with the majority-
NPF Party, led by Shri Neiphiu Rio, within 
a week’s period [of time]." 

It also resolved to honours the "remark-
able progress" achieved by the Joint Legis-
lature Forum, in facilitating the Naga Peace 
Talks and in building confidence measures 
between various Naga Political Groups and 
recognizes the "imperative" need to pursue 
a peaceful resolution to the Naga political 
issue.

" The Consultative Meeting, in this re-
gard, resolves to impress upon the Hon’ble 
Speaker of Nagaland Legislative Assembly 
to immediately convene the JLF and con-
tinue the urgent task of public consulta-
tion with Naga Civil Societies, Non-Gov-
ernmental Organizations, Public Forums, 
Naga Ex-Parliamentarians, etc., toward an 
amicable settlement of the Naga issue, " it 
stated.

Dimapur, Oct. 24 (EMN):  The Democratic Alliance Na-
galand (DAN) Coordination Committee led by its Chair-
man Kuzholuluzo Nienu has on Tuesday issued a joint 
statement claiming its legitimacy while accusing the other 
DAN led by Noke Wangnao of misguiding the  public.

A joint statement signed by the members of the NPF 
led by Dr. Shurhozelie Liezietsu and the NCP and JDU 
was released to the media. 

In the statement clearly alluding to the recent state-
ments by its rival,  it stated that "it has no time to reply or 
refute to the silly statements of a non-existing political me-
dia group." 

"Nevertheless, it has requested that Mr. Noke Wangnao 
not to misuse or misguide the general public and refrain 
from using Chairman, DAN as he is an unattached member 
and do not belong to any political party. If  he claims to be 
DAN chairman he should produce the names of the politi-
cal parties with their appointment Orders of the concerned 
political parties under his chairmanship. A single political 
party like BJP cannot form an alliance by itself," it stated.

It further added that DAN is a coordination of different 
political parties and not individuals. 

and that the DAN Coordination Committee headed by 
Kuzholuzo Nienu is a "conglomeration of different politi-
cal parties comprising NPF, NCP and JD (U)". 

The meeting also had a detailed discussion at length on 
the prevailing political situation in the state called upon the 
"misguided" members to come to the "mainstream" and to 
work together as a team for the betterment of the people. 

It also resolved that any political party in the state will-
ing to join the DAN are requested to join the alliance before 
December 2017. 

In the current political tussle in the state that started 
with the NPF party being split into two groups, the fight 
has now reached the legality of which is the actual DAN al-
liance. While the DAN led by Kuzholuzo Nienu is backed 
by the JDU and NCP the other  DAN led by Noke Wang-
nao has the support of the BJP and is part of the present 
government. 



Dairy development training course commences at ICAR

CNTC, NMA and other organisations condemn Oct. 23 murder 
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Participating officials pose for the lens after the inauguration of the model training course at ICAR, Medziphema.

Executive Director ABCC Dr. Atsi Dolie with delegates after the programme.

NDPP Central Executive Board meeting
The Nationalist Democratic Progressive Party (NDPP) General 
Secretary Benjamin Lorin has informed all the Central Executive 
Board (CEB) members of NDPP that there will be meeting on 
Oct. 26, 2 p.m. at Niathu Villa, Sovima, Dimapur, as directed the 
president of CEB. All concerned members have been directed to 
attend the meeting positively. 

RMSA to organise science exhibition, training
The Rashtriya Madhyamik Shiksha Abhiyan (RMSA will be 
organising a state level science exhibition under Rastriya Avishkar 
Abhiyan scheme on Oct. 26, 10 a.m. at State Council of Educational 
Research & training, Kohima. Principal Director School Education 
Smita Sarangi will grace the inaugural function as chief guest. 
It also informed that A three-day in-service training of science 
and mathematics teachers of Nagaland under Rastriya Avishkar 
Abhiyan (RAA) scheme will be held from Oct. 31 to Nov. 2 from 
10:30 at Administrative Training Institute (ATI), Kohima. State 
Mission Director RMSA Limawabang Aier will be the chief guest 
for the inaugural programme.

NIHESW to host 25th NCSC 2017
State Coordinating Agency, the Nagaland Institute of Health, 
Environment and Social Welfare (NIHESW) Kohima will be hosting 
the 25th State Level National Children’s Science Congress (NCSC), 
2017, on Oct 27, 10 a.m. at Red Cross conference hall, PR Hill, 
Kohima. The programme id initiated by the Ministry of Science 
& Technology, GoI for children between the age group of 10 to 
17 years. Deputy Commissioner Kohima Rajesh Soundarajan will 
grace the programme as chief guest.

TAUK to hold general session 
The Tobu Area Union Kohima (TAUK) will be holding 9th General 
Session on Oct. 28, 9 a.m. at Red Cross Building. All the Tobu area 
members residing in Kohima have been asked to attend the session 
positive. The union also informed that there will be nominating of 
new office bearers for the tenure 2017- 2020.

NNC/FGN joint meeting
The Naga National Council (NNC) and the Federal Government of 
Nagaland (FGN) will be holding a joint meeting on Oct. 30 at TPC 
Kohima. The meeting has been called to discuss on the ongoing 
situation in Nagaland. All central and regional authorities and 
high ranking Naga Army officers of the NNC/FGN are requested 
to positively attend the meeting. 

NCCAF executive meeting 
The Nagaland Community Conserved Area Forum (NCCAF) has 
convened an executive meeting on Oct. 8, 11 a.m. at MC Hall, Red 
Cross Building, Kohima, for the forthcoming triennial conference 
and participation in Hornbill Festival. All executive members have 
bent requested to attend the meeting positively.

LUD convenes general meeting 
The Liangmaipui Union Dimapur (LUD) has convened 14th 
general meeting on Oct. 28, 10 a.m. at the premises of HMC High 
School, Dimapur. District Welfare Officer Bino Newmai will grace 
the meeting as chief guest. The LUD has invited all the bonafide 
members to the programme. 

Department directors/HODs meeting
A meeting of directors/Heads of Departments (HODs) of all 
departments under the Government of Nagaland has been 
convened on Oct. 25, 2 p.m. at the Secretariat conference hall, 
Kohima. All the directors/HODs have been requested to attend 
the meeting positively.

BJP Kohima unit executive meeting
The BJP Kohima district has convened an executive meeting 
on Oct. 28, 10 a.m. at Kohima district BJP office, Pezieliezie. All 
executive members, mandal presidents and secretaries, frontal 
presidents and secretaries have been requested to attend the 
meeting positively.

NEWS IN BRIEF

CSU to implement clean 
election guidelines

Tenyimia church Mkg. hosts pastors, deacons fellowship

NSUI extends Chhath Puja greetings

WEATHER FORECAST IN OTHER DISTRICTS 
Max Min DP RH RF

WOKHA 20.2 14.8 15.2 77 12.8

ZBT 22.7 16.8 20.2 93 8

MON 26 20 19.5 91 19

TUENSANG 21 18 18.4 89 6.2

MKG 24 18.2 18.6 81 5.4

PHEK 20.8 15.2 15.7 87 4

KIPHIRE 23.6 16 17.7 94 NIL

SECHÜ ZUBZA 22.5 15 17.3 75 2

LONGLENG 15.8 13 10.8 72 10.2

TSEMINYU 20.2 16.8 17.1 82 7

JALUKIE 24 13 20.5 91 NIL

MANGKOLEMBA 24.2 20.6 19.8 77 10.6

*Dew Point (DP) *Relative Humidity (RH) * Rainfall (RF)

Source: Department of Soil & Water Conservation, Nagaland 

Dimapur, Oct. 24 (EMN): 
Eight days model training 
course on “Small scale dairy 
development as a means of  
livelihood improvement in 
North-Eastern region” was 
inaugurated at ICAR-National 
Research Centre on Mithun, 
Medziphema on Oct. 24, with 
an objective to popularize 
small-scale dairy enterprise to 
improve the socio-economic 
status of  farmers through liveli-
hood improvement.  

The training programme is 
being sponsored by Directorate 
of  Extension, Ministry of  Ag-
riculture & Farmers’ Welfare, 
Government of India. 

Speaking at the inaugural 

function, the chief  guest, Dr. 
(Capt) Dhananjaya Rao, Dean 
College of  Veterinary Science, 
Jalukie, appreciated the ini-
tiative taken by ICAR-NRC on 
Mithun by imparting such a 
training programme to the 
veterinary officers and KVK 
officials which in turn will be 
helpful to fulfill the govern-
ment initiatives for doubling the 
farmers’ income by 2022. Dr. 
Rao stressed upon the need of  
utilization of  locally available 
resources and integration of  
agriculture component along 
with the dairy farming to make 
it a viable enterprise.

Director ICAR-NRC on 
Mithun Dr. Abhijit Mitra, high-

lighted the scope of  dairy sec-
tor in the Northeastrn region. 
Due to changing lifestyle and 
increase per capita income, the 
demand for milk and milk prod-
ucts are steadily increasing, he 
said. He also apprised the house 
that Indian dairy industry has 
become an attractive economic 
activity and growing at a steady 
growth rate of 4.5% against the 
global trend of 2.2%.

He also mentioned that 
recently, many of  the interna-
tional and national companies 
have started investing in the 
dairy sector. Last month, Gov-
ernment of  India launched 
a Dairy Processing & Infra-
structure Development Fund 

(DIDF) of  Rs. 10,881 crore 
for the period 2017-18 to 2028-
29, to develop the country’s 
dairy sector, benefitting 95 
lakh farmers in 5000 villages 
and generating nearly 2.5 lakh 
jobs, Dr. Mitra infromed. He 
added that  the primary focus 
of  DIDF will be on building 
an efficient milk procurement 
system by setting up of  the Bulk 
Chilling Machine (BMC) and 
installation of  electronic milk 
adulteration testing equipment 
and creation, modernization, 
expansion of  processing infra-
structure and manufacturing 
faculties for value-added prod-
ucts for the milk unions and 
producers. Keeping in view the 

great potential, it is high time to 
take small-scale dairy as a com-
mercial venture for improving 
farmers’ income.

During the eight days train-
ing progremme, lectures and 
practical on various aspects 
including selection of  dairy 
animals, nutritional, health care 
and reproductive management 
of  dairy animals, and clean 
and hygienic milk production, 
processing and packaging will 
be delivered to the participants. 

More than 20 veterinary 
officers and Subject Matter 
Specialist (SMS), KVK from 
Arunachal Pradesh, Manipur 
and Nagaland are participating 
in the training programme.

Dimapur, Oct. 24 (EMN): 
The Chakhesang Stu-
dents’ Union (CSU) in its 
first presidential council 
meeting held on Oct. 21 
at Chakhesang Baptist 
Church, Kitsubozou had a 
threadbare discussion on 
various points and issues 
and adopted the following 
points for implementation 
thereof.

According to a press 
release issued by CSU 
president, Dode Nakro, 
with the approaching of  
the general election and 
in accordance with the 
clean election guidelines 
as provided therein and 
also being part of  the Core 
Committee agent of  the 
Chakhesang Clean Elec-
tion Movement (CCEM), 
the house in its meeting 
unanimously resolved to 
fully support the CCEM 
for the betterment and for 
the larger interest of  the 
Chakhesang community in 
particular and the Nagas 
in general. 

The house also re-
solved to organise a sen-
sitisation programme as 
part of  creating aware-
ness of  the clean election 
guidelines to students in 
particular and the entire 
people of  the respective 
villages and henceforth, 
the CSU endorsed all its 
affiliated unit students’ 
un ion  to  in i t i a t e  the 
proposed sensitisation 

programme in their own 
jurisdiction and further re-
quested the units to carry 
out their initiative through 
print media.

In pursuance with the 
CCEM and NBCC’s clean 
election guidelines and 
to implement in later and 
spirit, the house expressed 
its discontentment over 
those units failing to do 
their part to adhere and 
abide to the given guide-
lines and unanimously 
resolved to restrict its unit 
to declare any sort of  mass 
support to any particular 
candidate in collaboration 
with village authority or 
organization and thereby 
signing in the declaration 
is a direct violation of  the 
guidelines and is liable for 
penalty. 

The CSU henceforth, 
directed all its affiliated 
units to withdraw at the 
earliest in the event of  
any affiliated units has 
done as such. Failing to 
comply with the directive, 
it has stated that the union 
shall take its own course 
of  action in the event the 
union detected such decla-
ration without any further 
notice.

Other agenda discussed 
and deliberated during 
the meeting included 70th 
General Conference to be 
hosted by Kütsapo Stu-
dents’ Union (KSU) dur-
ing January 2018.

Dimapur, Oct. 24 (EMN): The 
National Students Union of India 
(NSUI), Nagaland has extended 
greeting to the people of Nagaland 
on the occasion of Chhath Puja.

In a message, secretary of  

NSUI Shakti Paswan wished this 
Puja lighten up one’s wishes and 
prayed to the Lord to fulfill one’s 
dream and life be filled with lots 
of smiles. 

He also expressed hope that 

the celebration will promote peace, 
prosperity and social harmony 
amongst all sections of the people 
in the state. Further, he appealed 
all towards reducing the use of  
crackers during Puja.

D i m a p u r,  O c t .  2 4 
(EMN): A three day 
fellowship of  the Teny-
imia churches’ pastors 
and deacons was held 
at  Tenyimia Church 
M o k o k c h u n g  f r o m 
Oct. 20 to 22, under the 
theme “Our ministry to-
gether : Challenges and 

prospects”. 
The speakers for the 

programme were Execu-
tive Secretary Council of  
Rengma Baptist Church-
es Haiwalo Apon and 
Executive Director An-
gami Baptist Council of  
Churches Rev. Dr. Atsi 
Dolie.

Highlights of  a three 
day programme included 
discussion cum business 
session and exposure 
trip to Impur, Sunday 
devotional and worship 
service. 

Spec ia l  numbers 
were presented by the 
choir of  youth depart-

ment and the ministry 
team from Clark Theo-
logical College.  

D e l e g a t e s  f r o m 
churches of  Tenyimia 
from various district 
headquarters and sub-
headquarters of  Naga-
land participated in the 
programme. 

Dimapur, Oct. 24 (EMN): The 
Central Nagaland Tribes Council 
(CNTC) has strongly condemned 
in the highest term the murder of  
a Naga woman in a broad daylight 
in the heart of  Dimapur town by a 
Manipuri on the Oct. 23.

In a condemnation note from 
CNTC Media Cell, warned non-
Nagas and outsiders to be careful and 
not to take the Nagas for granted if  
not they will have to bear grave and 
extreme consequences. 

“Our patience and tolerance is 
now seemed to be exhausting. By 
blood Nagas are a fierce warrior race 
and we will not hesitate to act accord-
ingly. Whatever may have been the 
reason how can our Naga sisters and 
daughters be allowed to be butchered 
in the middle of  the town in front of  
us by some outsider like we don’t exist 
at all?” the press release stated. 

The CNTC said this is the most 
crucial time where Nagas have to 
start questioning ourselves as to why 
non-locals and outsiders lost fear and 
respect towards us even in our own 
land. The incident is an insult and a 
mockery for every living Nagas, the 
release added. 

“There have been instances of  
street justice all over the world when 
people’s patience and tolerance runs 
out and we too would not hesitate to 
deliver it if  those limits are crossed,” 
the CNTC stated.  

Pointing out rape and murder 
incidents taking place in the state, 
the CTNC said all these have seemed 
to become a routine in the state and 
added that such happenings are a 
clear indication of  where our future 
is heading to.

CNTC also questioned whether 
stakeholders from the law agencies, 
civil societies, churches, national 
workers to the layman are “learning 
anything from incidences that anyone 
from anywhere can come and do 
anything as they wish right here in 
our homeland.”

The CNTC appealed every Nagas 
to attend the rally called by the Lotha 
Hoho of Dimapur at the Deluxe Point 
at 9 a.m. to show solidarity and re-
sentment against such heinous crime 
committed on our Naga woman. 

Further, CNTC warned authori-
ties not to bail the accused under any 
circumstances.
NMA: The Naga Mothers Asso-
ciation (NMA) has strongly con-
demned the gruesome killing of  
Alino Tsanglao, wife of  Rajesh Agar-
wal by Rupak Singh from Manipur 
in the broad day light at Dimapur on 
Oct. 23.

While condemning the act the 
NMA demanded the strictest puni-
tive actions against the accused as 
per the law.

A condemnation note from NMA 
president Abei-u Meru and secretary 

Lochumbeni Humtsoe stated “there 
has been a spiraling of  violence 
against women and girls since last few 
years and an indication that security 
and lives of  women and girls are be-
ing threatened every day of  our lives, 
where we need to ponder with all 
seriousness.”

The NMA demanded swift jus-
tice in all cases related to rape and 
murders of  women and children and 
urged the law enforcing agencies to 
ensure there are no loopholes for per-
petrators of  such crimes to get bail.  
NCD: The Naga Council Dimapur 
(NCD) has strongly condemned the 
murder of  Alino Tsanglao allegedly 
by Rupak Singh hailing from Ma-
nipur West Imphal, Manipur. 

Expressing grave concern over 
such serious crime being committed 
in broad daylight, the NDC termed 
the act as gruesome and shocking. 

“The NCD is also alarmed by 
witnessing Dimapur becoming as 
prime city for criminal minded and 
terrorists from outside the state to 
carry out their criminal activities. 
The NCD underscore the complete 
lack of  safety even in our homes and 
on the streets from these criminal 
goons,” a condemnation note from 
NDC general secretary Thsapongkyu 
Sangtam stated.

 The council urged the govern-
ment and law enforcing agency to 
be extra vigilant and award befitting 

punishment to the accused as per 
the law. 

Meanwhile, the NCD conveyed 
deepest condolences to the bereaved 
family members. 
DDLGBU: The Dimapur District 
Lotha GB’s Union (DDLGBU) has 
vehemently condemn the brutal kill-
ing of  Alino Tsanglao, daughter of  
Nyamo Tsanglao of  Elumyo village, 
Wokha, presently residing at Mon 
Bosti, Karbi-Anglong at Nyamo 
Lotha, Dimapur on Oct. 23 by Rupak 
Singh, son of  Oinam Imo Singh of  
Pishumthong, West Imphal, Manipur 
and presently residing at Guwahati, 
Assam.

The DDLGBU urged the law en-
forcing agencies to initiate strong ac-
tion against the arrested culprit as per 
the law so that such kind of  heinous 
crime is not repeated. The union also 
appealed the legal fraternity not to 
take-up the case and demanded that 
the case be registered under non-bail-
able sections. 

Further, DDLGBU conveyed 
condolence to the bereaved family 
and prayed for the departed soul to 
rest in peace. 
LEH: The Lotha Eloe Hoho vehe-
mently condemned the heinous act of  
Rupak Singh hailing from Manipur, 
in murdering Alino Tsanglao in a 
broad daylight at Dimapur.

The Hoho urged the law enforcing 
agency to take stringent action against 

the accused and also not to grant bail 
but to award befitting punishment. 
The Hoho further convey deepest 
condolences to the bereaved family 
members.
KLEE: The Kohima Lotha Eloe Ek-
hung (KLEE) is shocked at the cold 
blooded murder of  Alino Lotha wife 
of  Rajesh Agrawal. 

While condemning the barbaric 
act of  the accused Rupak Singh, 
KLEE said the gruesome murder of  
a Naga woman is intolerable to the 
society. 

KLEE urged upon the law en-
forcing agency to award exemplary 
punishment and delivery justice at 
the earliest. 

Meanwhile, the KLEE conveyed 
deepest condolence to the bereaved 
family and prayed to Almighty God 
to grant peace to the deceased. 
DDGBA: The Dimapur District 
GB Association (DDGBA) has ve-
hemently condemned the broad 
daylight killing of  a Naga Lady by a 
Manipuri man.  

The DDGBA said such a barbaric 
act committed in an open market is 
an insult to the law enforcing agency 
and peace loving Naga. 

The DDGBA strongly urged upon 
the district administration and Police 
department to ensure security for the 
public and also appealed for exem-
plary action against the killer. 
Elumyoe unions: The Dimapur, 

Kohima and Wokha Town Elumyoe 
unions have strongly condemned the 
‘pre-mediated’ murder of  a Lotha 
woman Alino Lotha a native of  
Elumyo village, Wokha district, and 
mother of  three and a wife of  Rajesh 
Agrawal on Oct. 23 by one Rupak 
Singh of  west Imphal, Manipur. 

“It is a matter of  high concerned 
that safety in our own soil has become 
at stake, as criminals taking step to 
commit such barbaric crime in a 
broad day light in the heart of  the 
city,” a press release from  Dimapur 
Elumyoe Union Chairman Renath-
ung Ezung stated.

The unions strongly urged the au-
thority concerned to award a befitting 
exemplary death punishment to the 
accused. The unions also appealed 
to the legal fraternity not to extend 
assistance under any circumstances 
to the accused for bail.

Further, the unions expressed 
deepest condolence to the bereaved 
family members and prayed that God 
grand them strength to withstand. 
DLYO: The Diphupar Lotha Youth 
Organization (DLYO) has strongly 
condemned the murder of  Alino 
Lotha at New Market, Dimapur in 
daylight by Rupak Singh, son of  
Oinam Imo Singh of  Peshumthong, 
Manipur on Oct. 23. 

The DLYO demanded that the 
accused be punished as deem fit of  
his heinous crime.
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Dr. Shurhozelie Liezietsu speaking at 
the coordina on mee ng in Kohima on 
Tuesday.
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INTACH Nagaland Chapter officials and students during the heritage walk at the Kachari ruins in Dimapur on 
the occasion of ‘Paryatan Parv’ on October 24.

BJP Kohima unit seeks clarification

Committee grateful for rousing reception

LKMCECC urges 
ECI to link 

Aadhaar to EPIC

Press bureau calls statements by 
rivals as ‘unblemished humour ‘

Fair price shop dealers form apex body

Painting contest marks ‘Paryatan Parv’ in Dimapur

A year has gone by since you 
left us for your heavenly 
home. Not a single day 

passes without us remembering 
and cherishing you. Your joy and 
passion for life is greatly missed, 
while we continue to remember 
your wisdom, guidance and 
council. 

You lovingly kept us safe and 
secure. You will always be in our 
heart thoughts and our lives until 
we meet again. 

Your loving wife, son, daughter, 
brothers, sisters, in-laws, nieces, 

nephews and relatives.

First Death Anniversary of
Lt. Hukato Naga 

Died on 25th October 2016

D-4749

Shürhozelie addresses Kohima town AC meet
Our Correspondent

Kohima, Oct. 24 (EMN): The 
Naga People’s Front (NPF) 9th 
Kohima Town Assembly Constitu-
ency on Tuesday held a coordina-
tion meeting with party president 
Dr. Shürhozelie Liezietsu as the 
chief  guest.

Speaking on the occasion, Liezi-
etsu said Nagaland today has an un-
constitutional government without 
mandate and authority which was 
‘imposed by force’, but he expressed 
confidence that the time will come 
when the activities of  this govern-
ment will be brought under investi-
gation. Terming it a ‘partyless gov-
ernment’ as it consisted of  members 
who were expelled and suspended, 
he said the party has been facing an 
onslaught from this party less gov-
ernment in many ways. However, 
he said he believed that the party 
has overcome its hurdles and that it 
is only a matter of  formalities that 
remains to be completed.

“For us, we have a party and 
today we are more or less in the 
opposition position under the 
partyless government, but we are 
proud that our party people stood 
firm. We will march ahead with a 
renewed vigour,” Liezietsu stated.

He also remarked that Naga-

Masangum (R) and Jalukie Zangdi village council chairman, Bedusai Thulu-o, (L) along with others a er 
unveiling the monolith commemora ng the 32nd village founda on day on October 24.
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Villages called to harness unity

Dimapur, Oct. 24 (EMN): The called to 
dwell in unity and peace among villages 
for ushering in development and leave be-
hind rich legacy to posterity was reinforced 
on the occasion of  32nd anniversary cum 
erection village foundation day of  Jalukie 
Zangdi on October 24, which was held in 
the village local ground.

Personal secretary to the chief  minis-
ter and chief  guest of  the foundation day 
programme, Masangum, appealed the sat-
ellite villages under Old Jalukie village in 
Peren district to harness unity as there is 
benefit to prosper together as good neigh-
bours. 

He mentioned that there are altogether 
15 satellite established villages within the 
Old Jalukie village jurisdiction, some of  
which were yet to be recognised by the 
State government. He expressed happiness 
to note that most villages have now come 
to be fully equipped with basic amenities 
and infrastructures.

He has particularly mentioned that 
Jalukie Zangdi village holds crucial re-
sponsibilities as it is placed at the district 
gateway connecting Dimapur district. He 

has lauded the village for not only safe-
guarding the traditional boundary but also 
maintaining good relations with neigh-
bouring villages.

He encouraged the Jalukie Zangdi vil-
lage to continue shouldering the responsi-
bilities entrusted upon them and harness 
unity and peace thereby set example of  for 
other villages to emulate.

Earlier, Masangum unveiled the mon-
olith marking the 32nd anniversary of  the 
village, while the dedicatory prayer was 
pronounced by the eldest living person of  
the village Cusarü Chesu.

The village council chairman, Bedusai 
Thulu-o, briefly highlighted on the history 
of  the village.

It may be mentioned here that Jalukie 
Zangdi village is a pre-dominantly Cha-
khesang village established within Old 
Jalukie village jurisdiction. The village was 
established on October 24 in 1985. The vil-
lage was recognised by the State govt on 
October 1, 1991.

Presently, Jalukie Zangdi village has a 
total of  119 household with 311 male and 
252 female populations.

Dimapur, Oct. 24 (EMN): BJP Kohima 
Division along with its frontal organisa-
tions and the five mandal have expressed 
shocked over the expulsion of  Dr. Khri-
ezovolie Kesiyie and Seyiekhrielie Nagi 
from the party and requested the State 
president Visasolie Lhoungu to clear the 
ongoing confusion at the earliest in the 
greater interest of  the party.

The Kohima division Yuva Morcha, 
Mahila Morcha, Kisan Morcha, Minority 
Cell, Traders Cell, State Council members, 
district executive members and five man-
dals of  Kohima district excluding 9 Ko-
hima town and Northern Angami-ll found 
the unilateral decision taken by State BJP 
president Visasolie Lhoungu as ‘unconsti-
tutional.’

“It is regrettable to note that BJP State 
president, first of  all, did not care to prove 
any of  the false allegations leveled against 
BJP Kohima district president Dr. Khriezo-
volie Kesiyie to be actually true but rather 
took the hasty decision to replace him and 
appointed a new president of  Kohima BJP 
district,” a press release issued by Kohima 
division BJYM general secretary Nelson 
Semy stated. It added that State BJP then 
took another decision to expel Seyiekhri-
elie Nagi from the party without following 
any procedures of  the party constitution.

In the light of  the above stated devel-
opment the unit mandals and members 
has sought clarification in order to remove 
confusion.

It questioned how the State president 
took the action of  expelling fellow mem-
bers from the party by quoting Article 

XXV, clauses 2 and 10 of  the party consti-
tution as mentioned in the local dailies. It 
has reproduced clause 2 which states that 
“A State Disciplinary Action Committee 
can take action only against Units subordi-
nate to it and individuals other than Mem-
bers of  the National Council and Members 
of  Parliament,” and clause 10 which states 
“The national president if  he so desires, 
may suspend any member and then start 
disciplinary proceedings against him.” It 
stated that nothing was mentioned about 
expulsion but only ‘may suspend.’

It, therefore, stated that the expulsion 
order included the sub clauses c, d, e and f  
under Article XXV Breach of  Discipline.

As per Article XXV clause 6, the 
aforementioned units and mandals has 
demanded to know as to how the final 
decision of  expulsion was passed with-
out even giving an opportunity to the 
members to explain and answer any 
of  such charges and even before being 
proven guilty? “If  any anti-party ac-
tivities were carried out, why could not 
the State authority point out and men-
tion any of  such activities to be actually 
prevalent and show positive stand for the 
greater interest of  the party?, the state-
ment questioned.

Meanwhile, the Kohima division Yuva 
Morcha, Mahila Morcha, Kisan Morcha, 
Minority cell, Traders cell, State Council 
Members, District Executive Members 
and five mandals have requested the State 
president Visasolie Lhoungu to clear the 
ongoing confusion at the earliest in the 
greater interest of  the party.

Dimapur, Oct. 24 (EMN): 
The committee in charge of  the 
reception of  RN Ravi who had 
arrived in the state on Oct.23  
to initiate dialogues with the 
Working group of  the 6 Naga 
national political groups, has 
on Tuesday stated  its grateful-
ness to all for the rousing re-
ception that was accorded.

“On behalf  of  the Naga-
land Tribes Council, Eastern 
Nagaland Peoples’ Organisa-
tion, Nagaland GB Federation, 
Central Nagaland Tribes Coun-
cil and other CSOs, the Recep-
tion Committee would like to 
thank all the Apex Tribal Ho-
hos, Tribal Union Chumuke-
dima, Central Nagaland Tribes 
Students’ Union, Diphupar 
Naga Youth Organization, Vil-
lage Councils, GBs and other 
CSOs, for their participation 
and support in making public 
reception of  Shri. R. N. Ravi, 
Interlocutor of  Naga politi-
cal talk, GOI first ever talks 
in Naga soil at the airport and 
facilitation(sic) programme ... 
a grand success, “ stated a press 

release from the committee. 
The press release appended 

by the Convenor Theja Ther-
ieh and   Member Secretary  
Akhum Ayimg   of  the Pub-
lic Reception Committee ex-
pressed its appreciation to the 
district administration an po-
lice and  to all the individuals 
and organisations for extend-
ing their “services and logistic 
support”. 

It also conveyed its grati-
tude The role of  the media all 
the print and electronic media 
for covering the event. 

It further added that, “The 
Reception Committee is over-
whelmed by the instant and 
arousing response of  the pub-
lic from all walks of  life in ex-
pressing people’s solidarity and 
support to a new initiative of  
GOI taking political negotia-
tion to higher levels. 

This level playing field had 
touched the people and had 
raised a new hope for sustain-
able peace in our land,” a press 
release from the reception 
committee stated. 

Dimapur, Oct. 24 (EMN): 
The Langpangkong Stu-
dents’ Conference Clean 
Election Campaign Com-
mittee (LKMCECC) has 
submitted a representation 
to the Election Commis-
sion of  India to link Aad-
haar to the Election Photo 
Identity Cards (EPIC) and 
also to  ensure free and fair 
election in Langpangkong 
Range of  Mokokchung. 

This was informed 
through a press release from 
the committee on Tuesday 
that the representaion was 
submitted to the Chief Elec-
toral Officer of Nagaland . 
A copy of the representa-
tion was also made avail-
able to the media. 

In the release it stated 
that  the CEO has assured 
to provide “CCTV and live 
recording facilities during 
the forthcoming election”  
in the assembly constituen-
cies under Langpangkong 
range in particular and Na-
galand state as a whole.

(Full Text on Page 6)

Dimapur, Oct. 24 (EMN): The NPF 
group led by President Dr. Shurhoze-
lie Liezietsu has on Tuesday re-
sponded to its rival’s statements in 
the media as being  ‘ridiculous’  and 
a n ‘unblemished humour’  for the 
‘discerning’ masses.

The press release from the Me-
dia and Press Bureau of  the NPF 
was reacting to the statements of  its 
counterpart the NPF Press and  In-
formation Cell of  the rival group led 
by Neiphiu Rio as President. 

It stated that when the ECI in 
its order on Oct. 17 had cited simi-
lar scneraio in 2015 and had asked 
both the groups to settle the matter 
internally the Press and Information 
Cell instead expressed its “ fervent 
hope,wish and dream that the ECI 
would give its verdict at the earliest”.

“The verdict had already been 
passed, and the convicts, sent to the 
dungeons, cannot ask the Judge to 
give a favourable verdict at the earli-
est, “ it stated. 

It also stated that the ECI was 
silent about the “so-called General 
Convention of  September 20, 2017”, 

held at Dimapur by the “erstwhile 
NPF members”, which indicates that 
the suspended members of  a political 
party are “not competent to convene 
a General Convention of  the party 
from which they have been suspend-
ed or expelled”.

“These politicians-sans-political-
party may like to fool themselves like 
the proverbial ostriches burying their 
heads in the sand to avoid reality, but 
they should not insult the intellect of  
the public by translating differently 
what is clearly written on the wall: 
suspended and expelled members of  
the NPF party have no say whatso-
ever in the affairs of  the party, and 
the ECI has clearly directed the NPF 
party to convene a General Conven-
tion and to let the members present 
and voting decide the matter, “ it fur-
ther added.

While mentioning the general 
convention called by Dr Shurhozelie 
Liezietsu, it stated that the “party-less 
politicians and the imposters claiming 
to be the NPF workers and functionar-
ies, shall surely find themselves all suit-
ed and booted with nowhere to go!”

Dimapur, Oct 24 (EMN): 
For better co-ordination 
among fair price shop deal-
ers in the entire districts 
and to deal with other is-
sues confronting the mem-
bers, fair price shop dealers 
have constituted an apex 
body with its nomenclature 
‘All Nagaland Fair Price 
Shops’ Association.’

The decision to form 
an apex body was taken in 
a joint consultative meet-
ing with representatives 
from Mokokchung, Wok-
ha, Zunheboto, Mon and 
Dimapur on October 24 in 
Dimapur. The meeting was 

hosted by Dimapur unit.
A joint press release 

issued by sessional secre-
tary, Hotoshe Sumi, and 
president of Dimapur Fair 
Price Shops’ Union, CP 
Gonmei, stated that after 
prolong deliberation, the 
members unanimously re-
solved to constitute/formed 
one apex body. The body 
was formed for better co-
ordination among the entire 
district fair price shop deal-
ers in Nagaland who act as 
a middle person between 
the government and benefi-
ciaries dealing in essential 
commodities under Food & 

Civil Department.
The members further 

selected Hotoshe Sumi and 
Meijiang as president and 
general secretary respec-
tively, Wangkam Konyak as 
vice president, Hotoi Sumi 
as joint secretary, Ms. Ve-
pranulu Nyekha as finance 
secretary, and Ezabemo 
Yanthan as information 
and publicity secretary.

Meanwhile, the house 
appealed to all the respec-
tive district fair price shop 
unions to nominate one 
person as representatives to 
the association who will be 
an executive member.

Dimapur, Oct. 24 (EMN): 
Commemorating the 
nation-wide tourism cam-
paign ‘Paryatan Parv,’ IN-
TACH Nagaland, in col-
laboration with Ministry 
of  Tourism and the State 
Tourism Department ob-
served a heritage walk with 
the participating schools 
around the Kachari ru-
ins and also conducted a 
painting competition in the 
premises of  Circuit House, 
Dimapur, on October 24. 
Altogether seven schools 
participated in the event.

Likhum Longkumer, 
Grade VI student of The 
Maple Tree School, was de-
clared winner of the paint-
ing competition and won 
cash prize of Rs 3000. The 
four consolation prizes of Rs 
1000 each were also given 

to Bodü Rhakho, Class VII 
student of Hollotoli School; 
Nikina Yeptho, Class IX stu-
dent of Delhi Public School; 

Joshua Jakha, Class IX stu-
dent of Delhi Public School; 
and Itna Kiba of Delhi Pub-
lic School.

It may be mentioned 
here that the nationwide 
tourism campaign ‘Parya-
tan Parv’ was launched by 

land was marred with crisis during 
the last four years, during the time 
of  the 12th Nagaland Legislative 
Assembly. What we need most to-
day is a political education, to be 
well-versed in the history of  Naga 
political issue and how the forma-
tion of  the NPF party is related 
to the issue, he said, while also 
pointing out that a new breed of  
politicians is the need of  the hour, 
particularly from the younger gen-

eration, who can be committed 
and stand firm on principles. 

He also told party workers 
that with the present crisis, it was 
a relief  that majority of  corrupted 
leaders have left the party, present-
ing the opportunity for the NPF to 
make a new beginning. 

Meanwhile, lauding the party 
workers of  Kohima town con-
stituency for remaining steadfast 
even when their representative Dr. 
Neikiesalie Kire decided to join 
the rival group, the party president 
encouraged them to continue with 
their commitment and uphold the 
party’s constitution and its prin-
ciples. Kohima being the capital 
town is the miniature of  the state 
and what happens in the capital 
and what is achieved in it will have 
impact all over the state, he said. 
He called upon all the leaders of  
the unit to understand the impor-
tance of  the road they have been 
placed for strengthening of  the 
party and identify ideal candidate 
to represent the constituency in the 
forthcoming elections. 

Also talking about the indefi-
nite sit-in protest being organized 
by NPF central youth wing outside 
the Civil Secretariat, Liezietsu said 
the NLA speaker had written to 

him on Oct.23 evening requesting 
the party to call off  the protest with-
out taking any action to the points 
that have been raised. He however 
stated that the peaceful dharna will 
continue till justice was delivered 
and he informed the unit members 
to go and support the youth wing.

MP Rajya Sabha and NPF sec-
retary general, KG Kenye, in his 
address, emphasized that trust is 
the essence of  any organization. 
He also congratulated the gather-
ing for having stood firm during 
the party crisis and pointed out 
that they have stood for the interest 
of  the Nagas. “We are the true cus-
todians of  the NPF party,” Kenye 
said. Stating that no other political 
party has the word ‘Naga’ in its no-
menclature, the MP asserted that 
it is only the NPF that truly stands 
for the interest of  the Nagas and 
also for a peaceful settlement to the 
protracted Naga political issue, and 
further urged upon all the party 
members to promote the good ten-
ets that the Nagas were known for.

NPF Kohima division president 
Goneiu Sirie and CEC member 
Neibulie Kiewhuo also delivered 
brief  speeches. Earlier, 9 Kohima 
town AC advisor LhokisheAwomi 
pronounced the invocation prayer.

the Ministry of  Tourism 
from October 5-25 with the 
objective of  drawing focus 
on the benefits of  tourism, 
showcasing the cultural di-
versity of  the country, and 
reinforcing the principle of  
‘Tourism for All.’

Meanwhile, IN-
TACH Nagaland Chapter 
has thanked Keshonyu 
Yhome, Deputy Commis-
sioner, Dimapur; Sanjay 
Kashliwal of  Synergy Sys-
tems who supported the 
first prize; Rajen Sharma 
of  Plaza Bakery; judges 
of  the competition Mer-
ensenla Wati and Tasang 
Imchen; principals of  the 
various schools and teach-
ers who accompanied the 
students; Ministry of  Tour-
ism, and the State Depart-
ment of  Tourism.

Chief Secretary, Pankaj Kumar, with the State level monitoring cell during a mee ng on implementa on of 
GST in the State on October 24 at the Chief Secretary’s conference hall.

Meet on implementation of GST in State held

Dimapur, Oct. 24 (EMN): 
A State level monitoring 
cell meeting on implemen-
tation of  GST in the State 
was held on October 24 in 
the conference hall of  the 
chief  secretary.

Commissioner of  
Taxes (Officiating), Y 
Mhathung Murry, made 
a power point presenta-
tion on GST implementa-
tion in the State. Making 
a comparative statement 
of  pre and post GST in 
the State, he mentioned 

that the total number of  
VAT registered dealers 
as on June 30, 2017, was 
6583 and the difference 
between total number of  
dealers with valid PAN 
as on August 5, 2017, and 
total number of  tax payers 
under GST as on October 
16, 2017 was 292. Com-
parative analysis of  GST 
collection for the month 
up to August 2016 and 
2017 was 2397.39. 

Murry also mentioned 
that “The GST Dolphins” 

was extended to other 
parts of  the state on Oc-
tober 4, 2017, as it was 
found absolutely neces-
sary to extend it to other 
parts of  the State so that 
every trader and taxpayer 
may avail the tax services 
from the GST Dolphins. 

In order to enhance 
overall implementation of  
GST in the State, he said 
refresher course was con-
ducted so as to sharpen 
the core competency of  
the officers and staff  on 

migration, new registra-
tion, returns and payment 
modules. Besides, he said 
the Department of  Taxes 
has nominated six officers 
for providing interface to 
the taxpayers. The total 
number of  newly regis-
tered dealer as on July 31, 
August 31, and Septem-
ber 30 was 1108, 2097 and 
2705 respectively.

State chief  secretary, 
Pankaj Kumar, who is also 
the chairman of  State level 
monitoring cell for imple-
mentation of  GST in the 
State, conveyed his appre-
ciation over the commend-
able performance and 
concerted efforts rendered 
by GST team. He said im-
plementation of  GST in 
the State during the initial 
phase would be a problem 
to many. However, he ex-
pressed confidence that it 
would be a boon once ‘we 
get to know its mechanism 
as it will avoid many check 
gates while making tax 
payment.’

He also urged all the 
departments to get regis-
tered at the earliest since 
November 15, 2017, is 
scheduled to be the last 
date of  registration.
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Tripura government in quandary over 
recruitment of 12,000 non-teaching staff

Manipur govt. working 
out modalities for 7th pay 

Arunachal cabinet approves 1309 
teaching, non — teaching posts

Mizoram montage: Fierce civic pride of a former insurgent tribe

KAAC deliberates on autonomous state 

Balipara-Tawang road project in 
Arunachal to be completed by 2021

Agartala-Delhi Rajdhani service 
likely to start this week

Agartala/New Delhi, Oct. 24 
(IANS): The Left Front govern-
ment in Tripura was in a quan-
dary after the Supreme Court on 
Tuesday postponed hearing of  a 
petition challenging the state gov-
ernment’s recruitment of  12,000 
non-teaching employees until 
January next year.

A division bench of  the Su-
preme Court, comprising Justices 
Adarsh Kumar Goel and Uday 
Umesh Lalit, on Tuesday post-
poned hearing of  the contempt 
petition filed by a Tripura youth, 
to January.

The division bench of  the 
apex court ordered that the ban 
enforced on October 4 on recruit-
ment of  12,000 non-teaching 
staff  shall remain effective till 
final hearing of  the case, Educa-
tion Minister Tapan Chakraborty 
told the media here quoting the 
court order.

The Supreme Court in an or-

der on March 29 had upheld the 
Tripura High Court verdict termi-
nating the jobs of  10,323 govern-
ment teachers beyond December 
31 citing some indiscretion.

In an apparent move to cir-
cumvent the order, the Tripura 
government in May announced it 
would recruit 12,000 non-teach-
ing staff  in the education depart-
ment. This was to ostensibly “ac-
commodate” the 10,323 teachers 
facing the axe after December 31 
due to the Supreme Court verdict.

An unemployed youth from 
Tripura filed a contempt petition 
before the Supreme Court al-
leging the state government had 
violated the its order by trying to 
re-designate the posts of  sacked 
teachers as well as by the process 
to appoint 12,000 non-teaching 
employees.

The ruling Communist Party 
of  India-Marxist alleged the 
Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP) had 

sponsored the youth to file the 
contempt petition before the apex 
court. The BJP has denied it.

On Tuesday, the Supreme 
Court said the state government’s 
decision to recruit 12,000 non-
teaching staff  was not a contempt 
of  the apex court order and it has 
the authority to go ahead with the 
recruitment, the Minister said.

However, with the case being 
sub-judice the Tripura govern-
ment cannot proceed with re-
cruiting the 12,000 non-teaching 
staff.Chakraborty said due to the 
Supreme Court order, the state 
government will not issue any of-
fer of  appointment till the case is 
settled.“The 10,323 government 
teachers who are to lose jobs af-
ter December 31 due to the apex 
court verdict could be eligible for 
the newly-created 12,000 posts,” 
he said.

The  newly  c rea ted  non-
teaching posts include Academic 

Counsellor (1,200 posts), Student 
Counsellor (3,400), School Li-
brary Assistant (1,500), Hostel 
Warden (300) and School Assist-
ant (5,600).

Chakraborty said the 12,000 
posts would not fall under the 
purview of  Right to Education 
(RTE) Act and the National 
Council for Teacher Education 
(NCTE) guidelines as they are 
not teaching posts, and the state 
government has full authority to 
recruit under these posts.

The Tripura government had 
earlier appealed to the Central 
government for relaxation in the 
norms of  RTE Act for recruiting 
teachers in order to fill up the 
posts of  teachers -- an issue that is 
turning into a political hot potato 
ahead of  the Assembly elections 
early next year.

The state also faces a dearth 
of  eligible candidates to fill up 
around 16,000 teachers’ posts.

Imphal, Oct. 24 (EMN): 
The Manipur  gover n-
ment’s fitment committee 
constituted to look into 
the question of  revision 
of  pay for the state gov-
ernment’s 60,000 plus 
employees is “trying to 
finalise the modalities for 
implementation of  7th 
pay commission’s recom-
mendation” in the north 
eastern border state.

“The fitment com-
mittee of  government 
is working out modali-
ties for implementation 
of  the 7th pay commis-
sion in the state,” says 
state Chief  Secretary 
RR Rashmi in a letter 
to President of  Manipur 
Government Services 
Federation (MGSF). 

The letter from the 
Chief  Secretary’s came 
about on Tuesday in view 

of  the state government 
employees affiliated to the 
MGSF’s plan to take mass 
casual leave on October 
25 in protest against the 
government’s failure to 
implement the 7th Pay.

The Chief  Secretary’s 
letter also appealed not 
to resort to taking mass 
casual leave or any other 
form of  agitation as pro-
posed by the federation.

”It is in the interest of  
the government employ-
ees to help the fitment 
committee for successful 
implementation of  the 
7th pay commission rec-
ommendation,” the letter 
added.

Earlier the MGSF and 
a large number of  em-
ployees have expressed 
strong grievances against 
the BJP-led coalition Gov-
ernment’s nonchalant atti-

tude to their demand even 
as the BJP’s Vision Docu-
ment published ahead of  
the 11th Manipur Leg-
islative Assembly elec-
tion promised they would 
implement the 7th Pay 
recommendations in case 
they are elected to power.

The MGSF had stated 
earlier that after due com-
munication with employ-
ees’ union of  different 
departments it  has re-
affirmed its decision to 
launch different modes of  
agitation. 

Employees of  the Civil 
Secretariat have also de-
cided to take mass casual 
leave on October 25.

The functionaries of  
the MGSF could not be 
contacted for their com-
ment over the state Chief  
Secretary’s letter dated 
October 24. 

Itanagar, Oct. 24 (PTI): 
The Arunachal Pradesh 
cabinet has approved crea-
tion of  1309 teaching and 
non-teaching posts for 
various types of  govern-
ment schools.

Of  them, 1130 are for 
teaching staff  which in-
clude 349 posts for science 
and mathematics.

Nines posts of  prin-
cipals are approved for 
higher secondary schools, 
government spokesman 
Bamang Felix said in a 

statement today.
Secondar y  schools 

will get 857 posts includ-
ing 83 head masters/vice 
principals and 744 trained 
graduate teachers.

The cabinet meeting 
held yesterday also ap-
proved creation of  57 new 
posts of  teaching and 55 
non-teaching staff  in State 
Council for Education 
Research and Training, 
District Institute of  Edu-
cation and Training and 
Block Institute of  Teach-

ers’ Education.
The cabinet further ap-

proved for creation of  18 
new posts under Directorate 
of Elementary Education.

In order to fill the re-
quired posts after creation 
of new districts, a total of 49 
posts of  various categories 
was approved by the cabinet.

The cabinet decided to 
complete the recruitment 
process through Arunach-
al Pradesh Public Serv-
ice Commission as per 
norms, Felix added.

Tarun Basu
There is something about India’s 
Northeast that makes it markedly 
different from the rest of  India, 
and it’s not just the Mongoloid 
features of  its people. At the risk 
of  offence to “mainstream” In-
dians, it’s a much more civilised 
and cultured segment than the 
rest of  the country.

Visiting Aizawl, the capital 
of  Mizoram, for the first time 
was another revelation. It’s again 
a honk-free and litter-free city 
where motorists wait patiently 
for traffic to move through nar-
row, serpentine hill roads. No one 
shows any impatience by honking 
or trying to overtake through ag-
gression.

“We respect each other and 
we find no reason to honk as 
everyone has to reach his or her 
destination,” reasons John, a cab 
driver. John, who has never trav-
elled outside the northeast, leave 
alone to Delhi or Kolkata, finds 
it strange to hear that people in 
Delhi or other big Indian cities 
are constantly honking at each 
other and road rage is a common 
occurrence.

Even the vegetable markets, 
mainly run by women vendors, 
are free of  the plastic litter com-
mon to markets elsewhere and 
lines of  women sitting in neat and 
organised formation are a pleas-
ing sight. No one has to clean up 

the roads once the women finish 
with their business for they them-
selves clean up when they leave.

The Mizo fetish for cleanli-
ness can make them worthy 
brand ambassadors of  Prime 
M i n i s t e r  N a r e n d r a  M o d i ’s 
Swachch Bharat Mission which 
he is struggling to implement in 
mainline India. Last year, after 
their champion side Aizawl FC 
travelled to neighbouring Shil-
long for a football match, thou-
sands of  their fans cleaned up 
the Jawaharlal Nehru Stadium, 
collecting and disposing of  the 
trash left behind by some 23,000 
spectators.

Mizoram, to most Indian 
minds conditioned by negative 
narratives from the Northeast in 
the media, is still a state in tribal 
turmoil and insurgent violence. 
Many asked me on return from 
Mizoram whether it was “safe” 
to go there. Mizoram did have 
a spell of  insurgency for about 
25 years till the mid-eighties, but 
that virtually ended in 1986 after 
the Mizo accord signed with then 
Prime Minister Rajiv Gandhi.

The seeds of  that rebellion 
were sown after the great Mau-
tam famine in 1959 with devasta-
tion of  crops caused by a massive 
upsurge in rodent population. 
Laldenga, an ex-government of-
ficial, was stung like many other 
Mizos by the utter neglect of  the 

Mizo people of  the Lushal Hills, 
which was then part of  Assam, 
and formed a political organisa-
tion, the Mizo National Front 
(MNF), with the goal of  achiev-
ing sovereign independence for 
Greater Mizoram.

Although that movement 
fizzled out for various geopoliti-
cal reasons, including cessation 
of  support and sanctuary from 
across the borders, a man who 
is known to have played a sig-
nificant role in bringing the MNF 
and Laldenga to the negotiating 
table was none other than Ajit 
Doval, the present National Se-
curity Adviser often described as 
the second-most powerful man in 
the Indian government.

Doval, who as a young officer 
in the Intelligence Bureau had 
his first posting in Aizawl, was 
by many accounts seen to have 
been instrumental in bringing the 
recalcitrant Mizos to the peace ta-
ble that in course of  time resulted 
in the Mizo accord. 

Since then Mizoram has kept 
the peace and has not had a re-
turn to the bloody insurgency that 
once saw the Indian Air Force jets 
strafe Aizawl -- the only time the 
air force has been used to strike 
inside the country’s borders -- to 
flush out armed Mizo insurgents 
who had taken up arms against 
the state.

Aizawl, with a population of  

about one million, is a cluttered 
hill town whose houses appear 
precariously wedged on lush green 
slopes. With absence of  regulation 
regarding land use and building 
activities, not much thought ap-
pears to have been given to their 
structural safety and security by 
government or civic authorities. 

A study by the National Dis-
aster Management Authority has 
assessed that if  an earthquake of  8 
on the Richter scale were to strike 
the mountain state, which is in 
a seismic zone V, a minimum of  
17,000 lives would be lost and over 
100,000 people could be injured or 
displaced.

Because of  the Tropic of  Can-
cer passing through Mizoram, 
the state gets abundant rainfall 
between April and October that 
accounts for its cratered roads, 
making one wonder if  the state gets 
enough attention from New Delhi. 
There are frequent landslides that 
wreak plenty of  damage and the 
state has been unsuccessfully seek-
ing to convince the Centre that 
they should get landslide relief  un-
der the same provision that plains’ 
states get flood relief.

A people and their culture 
are often known by their food 
and Mizo cuisine in many ways 
stands apart even from the rest 
of  the Northeast. For one, it is 
virtually oil-free. 

                         (Source IANS)

Our correspondent 
Diphu, Oct. 24 (EMN): To achieve 
autonomous state, standing united is the 
absolute way to obtain autonomous state 
and until and unless we do not achieve 
our goal we will continue our talk with 
central government and government of  
Assam, communicated Karbi Anglong 
Autonomous Council (KAAC), Chief  
Executive Member (CEM), Tuliram 
Ronghang. 

He was addressing at the ‘discussion 
on autonomous state under Article 244 
(A) of  the Indian Constitution’ organised 
by Karbi Student’s Association (KSA) at 
Agriculture Farmer’s Growth Centre on 
Tuesday, Oct. 24.

Leaders from India National Con-
gress (INC) and Bharatiya Janata Party 
(BJP) came together sharing similar 
sentiment for the cause of  long standing 
pending issue of  the autonomous state.

Ronghang comparing Karbi Anglong 
district with Goa state rued ‘in terms of  
geographical area West Karbi Anglong 
district is larger than Goa state but Goa 
received annual budget of  Rs. 20,000 cr. 
whereas Karbi Anglong Autonomous 

Council received Rs. 200 cr.  They have 
40 MLA’s whereas west Karbi Anglong 
disrict has only one MLA.’

“The geographical area of  Karbi 
Anglong is 10,434 sq km and in Asia 
continent Dhansiri reserve forest is the 
largest forest area while Kheroni farm 
is the largest farm. Therefore, we have 
to stand as one for the common issue”, 
expressed the KAAC CEM. 

He also urge upon the various com-
munity living in Karbi Anglong to extend 
their support for the common issue of  
244(A) of  the Indian constitution.  

The KAAC team is planning to meet 
Prime Minister Narendra Modi within 
this year for discussion on Autonomous 
State issue, informed Ronghang to the 
gathering.

Member of  Parliament Biren Sing 
Engti said that the private member bill 
was placed in August 2016 therefore all 
the work will be easier as the state and 
the central  government is under the BJP 
government. 

At the same time he also urge the 
KAAC team to progress the issue as 
early as possible. 

Itanagar, Oct. 24 (IANS): 
A senior Border Roads 
Organization (BRO) of-
ficial said on Monday that 
the Balipara-Charduar-Ta-
wang (BCT) Road project 
in Arunachal Pradesh will 
be completed by 2021.

BRO Chief  Engineer 
of  Project Vartak, K.P. Pu-
rushothaman, who briefed 
Chie f  Minis te r  Pema 
Khandu on the status of  
roads being constructed by 
BRO in western Arunach-
al Pradesh, said that BCT 
road project includes three 
bypasses - Bomdila bypass, 
Dirang bypass and Jung 
bypass. While the works 
are on for construction of  
the Bomdila bypass, the 
other two bypasses are still 
at the survey stage.

Besides the bypasses, 
two tunnels are part of  
the project that will al-
low commuters bypass the 

snow-covered Sela Pass 
and save hours of  jour-
ney to Tawang. The total 
length of  the tunnels will 
be 2.215 km with approach 
roads of  9.92 km.

Detailed Project Report 
is being framed for the Rs. 
581 cr. project BCT road 
with a total length 317.52 
km in Assam and Aru-
nachal Pradesh is under 
improvement to National 
Highway Double Lane 
(NHDL) specifications. 
As of  date, 56.21 per cent 
progress has been made on 
the road, the official said.

H oweve r,  K h a n d u 
expressed concern over 
the inordinate delay in 
completion of  the stretch 
between Bhalukpong to 
Bomdila, which he said is 
causing undue hardships 
to commuters.

He urged the BRO to 
expedite the work and of-

fered all cooperation from 
the state government side.

The Chief  Engineer 
though assured that a con-
siderable difference will be 
visible on the stretch after 
one month.

On pending  i ssues 
like land acquisition for 
construction of  roads, 
Khandu sought a detailed 
list from the BRO and 
assured to take these up 
with the local administra-
tions.

Meanwhile, Khandu 
advised the BRO not to 
change the indigenous 
nomenclatures of  places, 
which has been a trend in 
the recent past. He said 
change of  original nomen-
clatures of  places, sites, 
natural landscapes, etc is 
against the sentiments of  
the local populace, who 
pride in their traditions 
and culture.

Agartala, Oct. 24 (PTI): 
The much-awaited Ra-
jdhani Express service 
from Agartala was likely 
to be launched by the end 
of  this week, Northeast 
Frontier Railway (NFR) 
sources said.

“The date of  launch 
of  the Rajdhani Express 
from here is yet to be 
fixed. But we hope to start 
the service by the end 
of  this week,” chief  ad-
ministrator of  NFR A K 
Jadav told reporters here 
last night.

The infrastructure re-
quired to run the new serv-
ice was ready, chief  public 
relations officer of  NFR 
Pranab Jyoti Sharma said.

“A new train with 19 
coaches, two power vans 
and two pantry cars ar-
rived at Agartala railway 
station on October 14 but 
there was no confirmation 
on the date of  launch,” 
Sharma said, adding that 
the date would be fixed 
only after a meeting be-
tween the top railway of-
ficials.
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Every Sudoku has a unique solution that can be 
reached logically. Enter numbers into the blank 
spaces so that each row, column and 3x3 box 
contains the numbers 1 to 9.

SOLUTIONS TO CROSSWORD 1629

 ACROSS
 1. Sino-Soviet block (abbrev.)
 4. Jab
 8. A small ball with a hole through 

the middle
 12. Refers to a person
 13. Towards the speaker

rotates
 15. Surrounded
 17. Explosive device
 18. Fineness of silk or nylon
 19. Rapid bustling movement
 21. Watering holes
 23. Go over

 29. An animal or plant that lives in 
or on another and from which it 
obtains nourishment

 31. Take to one’s heels
 32. Life of __, easy street
 33. A concession given to mollify or 

placate
 34. Flowers
 36. Display

38. Soul and calypso song

 42. Not broad or general
 46. Leader (Italian)
 48. A way to make weak
 50. Portuguese nurses
 51. Island north of Guam
 52. Cost, insurance and freight 

(abbrev.)
 53. Breathe noisily

vegetable oils
 55. Shock therapy 
 DOWN
 1. Telephone exchange (abbrev.)
 2. Worn on foot
 3. Given birth
 4. Woolly usu. horned ruminant
     mammal related to the goat
 5. Any of various edible N
     American web-footed turtles

 6. They __
 7. Plots of ground
 8. Infants
 9. A way to eject
 10. Legal periodical 
 11. Debutante
 16. Serve
 20. For carrying or serving 

 22. Trade

 25. Melon, cucumbers, 
pumpkin

 26. Expression of sorrow 
or pity

 27. Hand (Spanish)
 28. The English language as 

used in the US
 30. Sound with resonance
 32. Large genus of erect or 

climbing prickly shrubs

 36. Iranian
 39. Source of chocolate

 44. About ear
 45. The yarn woven across 

the warp yarn in 
weaving

 46. Dip lightly into water
 47. Fringe-toed lizard
 49. Metric weight unit
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Rs 2.11 lakh crore recapitalisation for banks to boost growth 

Asian Paints net profit up 8% in Q2

Sebi bans Milan and Milan Intl; 
others from capital markets

GST collections at Rs 92,150 crore in September
Mumbai, Oct. 24 (IANS): 
Asian Paints on Tuesday 
said its consolidated net 
profit after non-controlling 
interest from continuing op-
erations rose by 8 per cent 
to Rs 508.42 crore in the 
quarter ended September 
30, up from Rs 470.83 crore 
in the previous correspond-
ing period.

Its revenue from opera-
tions rose by 13.7 per cent 
to Rs 4,274.18 crore in the 
quarter under review from 
Rs 3,757.66 crore in the 
year-ago period.

“The decorative busi-
ness in India registered high 
single digit volume growth 
in the current quarter. 
Hence, there was a recov-
ery from first quarter which 
was affected by the impact 
of destocking due to Goods 
and Services Tax (GST),” 
said company Managing 
Director and CEO K.B.S. 
Anand.

New Delhi, Oct. 24 (IANS): In a 
stimulus package aimed to boost flag-
ging economic growth, create jobs and 
increase credit flow, the Union Cabinet 
on Tuesday approved a Rs 2.11 lakh 
crore recapitalisation plan for state-run 
banks and massive road infrastructure 
investment of  nearly Rs 7 lakh crore 
over five years.

Indian industry warmly welcomed 
the steps. 

Of the support to banks, Rs 1.35 
lakh crore will be raised through re-
capitalisation bonds and the remaining 
sum through budgetary support and 
market borrowings, Financial Services 
Secretary Rajiv Kumar told the media 
in the presence of  Finance Minister 
Arun Jaitley and a battery of Ministry 
Secretaries. 

Under the road connectivity pro-
gramme, the government will construct 
84,000-km highways in five years. Of  
this, the Bharatmala project component 

will involve an outlay of Rs 5.35 lakh 
crore and generate 14.2 crore man-days 
of work. 

Its funding will be raised as debt 
from the market (Rs 2.09 lakh crore), 
private investments through PPP (Rs 
1.06 lakh crore) and from accruals to 
the central road fund and toll collec-
tions (Rs 2.19 lakh crore). 

Jaitley said the economic blueprint 
to revive growth being presented fol-
lows extensive recent discussions on the 
state of the Indian economy.

“You will recall the press confer-
ence last time, where I mentioned we 
will respond appropriately to the situa-
tion as it develops,” he said. 

“We have conducted an analysis 
within the Ministry and held detailed 
consultations with the Prime Minister 
on the state of the economy. We have 
decided on the steps needed to sustain 
the growth momentum,” the Finance 
Minister said. 

“The unprecedented recapitalisa-
tion and the initiatives announced 
today (Tuesday) are expected to have 
a noticeable impact in the near term, 
contributing to accelerated economic 
activity, employment, and growth of  
the economy,” he added. 

The public sector banks’ recapi-
talisation comes amid increase of their 
non-performing assets (NPAs), or bad 
loans, to 82 per cent of their stressed 
assets, Kumar said.

“The NPAs of government banks 
have increased to Rs 4.55 lakh crore 
between 2015 and 2017,” he said.

“Of this, 12 cases, since referred to 
the NCLT (National Company Law 
Tribunal), account for Rs 1.75 lakh 
crore, or 25 per cent of all NPAs,” he 
added. 

Pointing out that the accumulated 
NPA figures reflect the result of “ag-
gressive lending” in the past, Jaitley 
said the government’s move to fund 

banks comes at a time when private 
sector investment has dwindled. 

Chief  Economic Advisor Arvind 
Subranmanian, who was also present 
at the briefing, clarified that the recapi-
talisation bonds would count as debt, 
while their exact nature would be made 
available in due course. 

The government, however, denied 
that this support to banks would affect 
fiscal consolidation.

The Finance Minister said the 
banks would get Rs 18,000 crore under 
the Indradhanush plan.

Under the Indradhanush roadmap 
introduced in 2015, the government 
had announced infusion of Rs 70,000 
crore in state-run banks over four years 
to meet their capital requirement in line 
with global banking risk norms known 
as Basel-III.

This stimulus package comes after 
data from various sources showed In-
dia’s GDP growth flagging under the 

twin impact of  demonetisation and 
Goods and Services Tax.

Commenting on the development, 
State Bank of India Chairman Rajnish 
Kumar said in a statement: “This 
milestone announcement on recapi-
talising banks in one go is a bold and 
courageous move and the need of the 
hour.” 

“It will generate balance in overall 
demand and supply by bringing more 
investments in sectors like infrastruc-
ture. These funds will also help in effi-
ciently managing risk and credit capital 
related requirements of the banks.”

The Confederation of  Indian In-
dustry (CII) welcomed the move, say-
ing it will kick-start the credit cycle and 
facilitate private investments. 

“The Cabinet decision to address a 
vital issue is very timely and welcome. 
We are especially pleased with the an-
nouncement of recapitalisation bonds, 
which CII had recommended strongly, 

among other measures,” said Chandra-
jit Banerjee, Director General, CII.

Industry chamber Ficci said it 
hoped the Reserve Bank of India will 
also pro-actively seek to boost invest-
ment and consumer demand through 
an easing of the repo rate. 

The decision to invest in PSU (pub-
lic sector undertaking) bank recapitali-
sation should result in increased lend-
ing, especially to the MSME (micro 
small and medium enterprises) sector,” 
said Pankaj Patel, President, Ficci.

The day’s announcement of recapi-
talisation along with a booster dose of  
Rs 14 lakh crore expenditure will prove 
to be a mega turnaround point for the 
Indian economy which was tackling 
issues out of GST and demonetisation, 
said D.S. Rawat, Secretary General, 
Assocham.

“These measures would surely set 
the stage for revival of  private sector 
investment,” he said.

New Delhi, Oct. 24 (PTI) 
Sebi has barred Milan and 
Milan International and its 
present and former directors 
from the capital markets 
for at least four years and 
asked them to refund the 
money raised from investors 
without complying with the 
public issue norms.

Besides, they have been 
restrained from associating 
themselves with any listed 
public company from the 
date of  the order till the 
expiry of  four years from 
the date of completion of re-
funds to investors, Sebi said 
in order dated October 23. 
Apart from the company’s 
present and former direc-
tors; Sebi has also barred its 
two promoters --Shamshad 
Ali and S K Izak -- from 
the securities markets for at 
least four years. The present 
directors are -- Sangram Ke-
shori Samal, Bhikari Charan 
Lenka and Jagdish Sarang 
-- and Nizamuddin Khan is 
a former director. The regu-
lator noted that the company 
had issued redeemable pref-
erence shares (RPS) to 260 
investors during 2010 11 and 
raised Rs 14.52 crore.

Since the shares were is-
sued to more than 50 people, 
the offer of  RPS qualified 
to be a public issue and re-
quired compulsory listing of  
the securities on a recognised 
stock exchange. However, 
the firm did not comply with 

Rio led NPF to...

NPF youth wing...

The meeting also condemned the actions of its rivals led 
by Dr. Shürhozelie Liezietsu for exerting threats and in-
timidations to the Speaker and the Secretary and Com-
missioner of Nagaland Legislative Assembly.

“Seriously condemns the continuous and blatant 
acts of Dr. Shürhozelie Liezietsu’s NPF group—for in-
humanely exerting physical threats and intimidations 
to the Hon’ble Speaker, and the Secretary & Commis-
sioner, Nagaland Legislative Assembly; for gheraoing 
the NPF Central Office HQs., Bayavü Hill, Kohima; 
and, for resorting to hooliganism, in contravention of  
Kohima District Magistrate’s order of restraint, and for 
organizing public dharna and riotous spectacle in front 
of the New Secretariat Complex, Kohima, the Adminis-
trative Headquarters of the Government of Nagaland”, 
it stated.

The meeting also resolved to urge the Speaker of  
NLA to “immediately expedite disciplinary and legal 
actions” against the MLAs who had defied party whip, 
in accordance with Anti-Defection Rules.

The meeting also reaffirmed the leadership of both 
Chief Minister T.R. Zeliang and MP Neiphiu Rio  “for 
charting the party and the government in the right direc-
tion, at this critical juncture”.

It also added that the meeting was attended by the 
Central Office Bearers; Head of all NPF Central Frontal 
Wings; President(s) of all NPF Divisions; the legislature 
wing of NPF, Nagaland unit headed  by Chief Minister 
TR Zeliang; and the legislature wing of NPF  Manipur 
unit, headed by MLA Awangbou Newmai. 

With regard to the whip issue, the NLA speaker had 
clarified that the letter issued by NPF president Dr. 
Shürhozelie Liezietsu appointing Yitachu as the new 
chief whip of NPF was under examination keeping in 
view the developments in the Election Commission’s 
dealing with the party issue and the court case filed by 
the petitioners themselves. To this, Yitachu was of the 
view that the speaker could issue an order stating that 
he could consider the matter only after the outcome of  
the court. He asserted that the party youth would not be 
protesting today, had the speaker issued the necessary 
orders mentioned above.

On the allegations hurled at the Liezietsu-led NPF 
by the rival group led by Neiphiu Rio that the legisla-
tors belonging to the former had threatened the speak-
er in his office, Yitachu said they had only asked the 
speaker that it would be best if  he addressed the issues 
at the earliest and delivered timely justice. “Asking him 
(the speaker) why he was delaying his decision is not a 
threat,” he added.

He also clarified that there was no ‘doublespeak on 
ties with BJP’ as the party had decided to severe all ties 
with BJP in the state but decided to be with the NDA at 
the national level for national interest. As for the rival 
group claiming that the Oct. 17 ECI order was not a 
judgment, Yitachu wondered if  it was so then why they 
were not doing anything with regard to the order. “Their 
lies will get over on November 22 (general convention),” 
he stated confidently.

MLA and former speaker Chotisuh Sazo also spoke 
to the rallyists and he maintained that the position of  
the speaker of a legislative assembly to be that of a neu-
tral office and a post of dignity. He however said that 
the incumbent speaker and the governor have ‘molested 
the Constitution of India’ by recognizing ‘unconstitu-
tionally appointed’ government and other appointments 
that followed in the assembly. He alleged speaker Aier 
of knowing the rules but flaunting them to save his 
‘brother-in-law TR Zeliang’.

Sazo also pointed out that as per Article 178 of the 
Constitution of India, every legislative assembly of  
a state is required to appoint a speaker and a deputy 
speaker, but the NLA is yet to appoint a deputy speaker. 
This, he retorted, could be from fear that they (the rival 
group) may not be able to manipulate the deputy speak-
er to follow their whims. 

On the disqualification petitions filed by both sides, 
Sazo said the speaker had two options: either to accept 
the law as per the Constitution or to accept his brother-
in-law’s law. He also asserted that the speaker claimed 
that the whip issue was infructuous as the petitioner had 
passed away, however, he wondered why the speaker 
was yet to notify the same in an order.

On Aier’s justification on appointment of Nienu as 
NPF legislature party leader, Sazo sarcastically won-
dered aloud if  the speaker was truly waiting for legal 
opinion or ‘his brother-in-law’s opinion’.

MLA CL John in his brief address, maintained that 
the rival NPF group may have majority of legislators but 
having majority alone does not make right something 
which is illegal as the truth is what matters in the eyes 
of law. Therefore, he stated that NLA Speaker should 
follow the rule of law as is required by his office and not 
lean towards a group merely because it has the numbers 
but lacks in legal procedures.

FROM PAGE 1...

I, Sirajul Haque the 
names Sirajul Haque 
and Sirajul Haque 
Tapadar is one and the 
same person. My name 
Sirajul Haque will be use 
for all o�cial purpose by 
A�davit No.3088/2017, 
Date: 25.01.17.

D-4748

AFFIDAVIT PUBLIC NOTICE
Whereas Shri Jesse Seb, Chairman of Nsunyu Village has applied for 
change of Village Nomenclature of Nsunyu Village to Kithagha 
Village under Tseminyu Sub-Division, Kohima District, Nagaland. 

Therefore, Public are hereby invited to tile Claims/ Objections 
if any within 30 (thirty) days from the date of publication of this 
notice. After the expiry of which further process for change of 
village nomenclature as mentioned above will be initiated in the 
absence of any claims/objections.

(RAJESH SOUNDARARAJAN) IAS
Deputy Commissioner 

Kohima, Nagaland

No. SDR/DCK/VR/56/2012/ Dated Kohima the 24th Oct’2017

K-1397

GOVERNMENT OF NAGALAND
OFFICE OF THE DEPUTY COMMISSIONER

KOHIMA ::: NAGALAND

In partial modi�cation to advertisement No.NL/SE-2/2017 dated. 
20th Oct’2017, the total number of posts for which eligible candidates 
from the 6 (six) tribes of ENPO area can apply shall be read as 

GT-Math - 32
GT-Science - 21 
The last date for submission of application has been extended 

upto 31st Oct’2017. This is in line with the Government letter No. 
DSE/UNIONS/ORG-01/2011 dated. 23rd October’ 2107.

ADDENDUM
NO.ED/ESTT/EXAM /01/2017 Dated Kohima, the 24th October 2017

KG-2098

GOVERNMENT OF NAGALAND
DIRECTORATE OF SCHOOL EDUCATION

NAGALAND, KOHIMA.

(SMITA SARANGI), IAS 
Principal Director.

GOVERNMENT OF NAGALAND 
OFFICE OF THE DEPUTY COMMISSIONER

KOHIMA::: NAGALAND

Whereas Smti. NEIVONO KHALE W/O LT. NEIVOLIE ANGAMI, Forest Guard, 
Silviculture Division, Nagaland, Kohima  resident of Phesama Village, Kohima 
has applied for issue of Succession Certi�cate under the Indian Succession Act 
1925, Part X to draw/withdraw/operate/transfer his/her Late husband-Pension, 
GPF, GIS, Leave encashment, Gratuity  & other service bene�ts entitled. Bank A/C 
No.20060205985 SBI Lerie Branch, Kohima. Who expired on 18/08/2017.

Now therefore, public are hereby asked to �le claims/objection if any within 
1 (one) month from the date of issue of this notice. Sd/-

(T.L.KIUSUMONG TIKHIR)
Additional Deputy Commissioner

Kohima: Nagaland

OBJECTION NOTICE
No. JUDL/SUCC/88/2017-VI Dated Kohima, the 24th Oct, 2017

KG-2096

GOVERNMENT OF NAGALAND 
OFFICE OF THE DEPUTY COMMISSIONER

KOHIMA::: NAGALAND

Whereas Shri. KEZHALEZO KERHUO S/O LT. KENNETH KERHUO resident of L. 
Khel Kohima Village has applied for issue of Succession Certi�cate under the 
Indian Succession Act 1925, Part X to draw/withdraw/operate/transfer his/her 
Late father-. Bank A/C No. 810101010011447 Vijaya Bank, Kohima. Who expired 
on 25/11/1993.

Now therefore, public are hereby asked to �le claims/objection if any within 
1 (one) month from the date of issue of this notice.

Sd/-
(T.L.KIUSUMONG TIKHIR)

Additional Deputy Commissioner
Kohima: Nagaland

OBJECTION NOTICE
No. JUDL/SUCC/88/2017-VI Dated Kohima, the 24th Oct, 2017

KG-2097

IMMANUEL COLLEGE
LENGRIJAN : DIMAPUR 

EXAM INFORMATION
HSSLC (Class-12) Regular Repeaters of Immanuel College are 
directed to �ll-up the application forms for NBSE Examination 
2018 on or before 6th November 2017:

Category Documents to be enclosed

First failure in 
HSSLC exam 2017

Recently taken Passport- size photo, 
Original Admit card &Mark-sheet of HSSLC 
exam 2017. 

Improvement

Recently taken Passport-size photo, 
Original Admit card, Mark-sheet, Pass 
certi�cate of HSSLC exam 2017 & 
Permission order. 

Parents/Guardians should be present for mandatory signature 
on the form.
                                                                Principal # 03862-248275

D-4750

PRANAB VIDYAPITH H.S. SCHOOL
 (FOR BOYS’ & GIRLS’)

ADMISSION NOTICE FOR  - 2018

MILAN MANDIR ROAD, DIMAPUR, NAGALAND.
PHONE: (03862) 232455/233012

1. Issue of Form & Prospectus for 
Nursery to Class-7 from  
1st November, 2017 onwards 
(Limited seats)

For details information please contact 
o�ce. Sd/- Principal

DP-210

In continuation to the Nagaland Public Service Commission Advertisement No. NPSC-2/2017 dated 5th Au-
gust, 2017 and in accordance with the NPSC (State Civil & Other Services) Recruitment (4th Amendment) Rules, 
2008, the Answer Keys of the NCS, NPS, NSS and Allied Services (Preliminary) Examination 2017 are hereby 
published to enable the candidates to file complaints, if any.

Complaints may be brought to the notice of the Commission in written addressed to the Secretary, NPSC 
within 7 (seven) days from the date of issue of this Notification, i.e. on or before 31st (Tuesday) October 2017. 
Complainants should mention their name, roll no, question no(s), booklet series and source of justification for 
complaints. Complaints published through the press or incomplete in any respect shall not be entertained.

The decision of the Committee constituted to dispose of the complaints shall be final in all respect.
Q.No. Set A Set B Q.No. Set A Set B Q.No. Set A Set B Q.No. Set A Set B

1 B B 51 B D 101 D D 151 D C
2 D C 52 B C 102 D D 152 B D
3 B A 53 B C 103 A D 153 C D
4 B C 54 C B 104 B B 154 B A
5 B B 55 B C 105 C D 155 D B
6 C C 56 D B 106 B A 156 C C
7 B B 57 B B 107 D D 157 C D
8 D D 58 A A 108 B C 158 D A
9 B B 59 C C 109 C A 159 C B

10 D C 60 B B 110 C D 160 D D
11 C B 61 C D 111 D D 161 D D
12 C B 62 A C 112 B D 162 D C
13 B D 63 D C 113 D D 163 A A
14 D B 64 B C 114 B B 164 C B
15 B A 65 B B 115 C C 165 C B
16 A A 66 C A 116 A A 166 C A
17 C D 67 C D 117 A C 167 D C
18 B D 68 B B 118 B D 168 A B
19 D D 69 D B 119 D B 169 B A
20 C C 70 A C 120 C B 170 A B
21 D A 71 C B 121 B C 171 D B
22 D A 72 D A 122 C A 172 C A
23 D C 73 D D 123 A C 173 C C
24 B A 74 A B 124 C A 174 B B
25 D B 75 B D 125 B B 175 C B
26 A A 76 C B 126 C C 176 B C
27 D C 77 D C 127 B B 177 B D
28 C D 78 A B 128 D C 178 A C
29 A B 79 B C 129 B D 179 C C
30 D C 80 D A 130 C C 180 B D
31 D D 81 D B 131 B B 181 D D
32 D B 82 C D 132 B B 182 C D
33 D C 83 A B 133 D B 183 C A
34 B B 84 B B 134 B C 184 C B
35 C D 85 B B 135 A B 185 B C
36 A C 86 A C 136 A D 186 A B
37 C C 87 C B 137 D B 187 D D
38 D D 88 B D 138 D A 188 B B
39 B C 89 A B 139 D C 189 B C
40 B D 90 B D 140 C B 190 C C
41 C D 91 B C 141 A C 191 B D
42 A D 92 A C 142 A A 192 A B
43 C A 93 C B 143 C D 193 D D
44 A C 94 B D 144 A B 194 B B
45 B C 95 B B 145 B B 195 D C
46 C C 96 C A 146 A C 196 B A
47 B D 97 D C 147 C C 197 C A
48 C A 98 C B 148 D B 198 B B
49 D B 99 C D 149 B D 199 C D
50 C A 100 D C 150 C A 200 A C

Sd/- KHRUPI SOTHU
Secretary,

Nagaland Public Service Commission, Kohima

NOTIFICATION
NO. NPSC/C/AK/2009  Dated Kohima, the 24th October, 2017

NAGALAND PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSION
KOHIMA

KG-2099

“However the impact 
of GST continued through 
July and a recovery of sorts 
was seen only in Septem-
ber.” According to him, 
the automotive coatings JV 
(PPG-AP) witnessed sub-
dued demand in the auto 
OEM (original equipment 
manufacturer) and general 
industrial business segment. 
However, the performance 
of  Industrial Coatings JV 
(AP-PPG) was satisfactory.

“In the international 
operations, units in Nepal, 
Bangladesh, Oman and 
Bahrain witnessed good 

topline growth. However, 
currency devaluation in 
Egypt and forex unavailabil-
ity in Ethiopia impacted the 
overall performance of  the 
international operations,” 
he said. Both the segments 
within the home improve-
ment business - the Kitchen 
business under Sleek and 
the bath business under Ess 
Ess, performed significantly 
better than the first quarter, 
he said. The paint maker 
also said its board of direc-
tors approved the payment 
of  an interim dividend of  
Rs 2.65 per share.the provision. Among other 

requirements, the firm was 
to register a prospectus with 
the Registrar of Companies 
(RoC) under the Companies 
Act, which it failed to do. 
The firm and its present 
and former directors have 
to refund the money raised 
from investors with an an-
nual interest of 15 per cent, 
as per the ruling. After com-
pleting the repayments, they 
have been directed to file a 
report of  such completion 
with Sebi, within a period 
of three months, certified by 
two independent Chartered 
Accountants.

In case, these entities 
fail to comply with the or-
der, Sebi may recover such 
amounts in accordance 

with provisions of securities 
laws. Besides, it may initiate 
appropriate action against 
them, including adjudica-
tion proceedings.

Also, it would make a 
reference to the state gov-
ernment or local police to 
register a civil or criminal 
case agaisnt these entities for 
offences of “fraud, cheating, 
criminal breach of trust and 
misappropriation of public 
funds”. In an interim order 
passed in January 2016, Sebi 
had restrained the company 
and its present and former 
directors; and promoters 
from accessing the securi-
ties market and directed the 
firm not to mobilise fresh 
funds from the investors “till 
further directions”.

New Delhi, Oct. 24 (PTI): 
The government has col-
lected Rs 92,150 crore as 
Goods and Services Tax 
(GST) in September from 
42.91 lakh businesses, the 
finance ministry said to-
day.

Of  this,  Rs 14,042 
crore is on account of  

Central GST, while State 
GST is to the tune of  Rs 
21,172 crore.

Integrated GST collec-
tions stood at Rs 48,948 
crore, of  which Rs 23,951 
crore was on account of  
imports.

“The total revenue of  
GST paid under differ-

ent heads (up to October 
23, 2017) for the month 
of  September 2017 is Rs 
92,150 crore,” finance 
ministry said in a state-
ment.

Collection under com-
pensation cess stood at Rs 
7,988 crore, of  which Rs 
722 crore is compensa-

tion cess from imports in 
September.

Till yesterday 42.91 
lakh business entities had 
filed initial GSTR-3B re-
turns for September.

As per the data avail-
able, GST collections for 
the maiden month of  July 
were over Rs 95,000 crore, 

while for August the figure 
was over Rs 91,000 crore.

September was the 
third month of  GST roll 
out.

GST which amalga-
mates over a dozen taxes, 
including excise duty and 
service tax, was rolled out 
on July 1.
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Accusations 

As elections of  two important states are knocking at the 
door, corruption charges against all important leaders 
and parties have once again started to surface. Start-
ing from Bofors to Temple gate (scam involving BJP 

president’s son Jay Shah) all have come to the fore. Each politi-
cal party is accusing the other of  being corrupt.  No matter how 
many corruption charges have already been levelled against it. 

Most known Left face in India the Jyoti Basu once lamented 
over the fact that he never thought the country would become 
so corrupt after gaining Independence.  He was bang on target. 
Since Independence the disease of  corruption has spread like 
an epidemic in India. Corruption is prevalent everywhere in the 
country. Everyone knows it. But it seems no one is powerful 
enough to prevent corruption. Couple of  years ago, social cru-
sader Anna Hazare started an indefinite hunger strike in Delhi 
for Lokpal, an independent body which will have the power to 
enquire any government servant as well as the politicians who 
are occupying top posts in the government. His efforts forced 
the government to pass the Lokpal Bill in the parliament. But 
strangely after making it a Law, no progress has so far been 
made to appoint the Lokpal. A frustrated Anna Hazare is now 
contemplating to launch a fresh agitation once again in the next 
year to force the government to complete the process.

From the Lokpal episode, it is evident that political parties 
and politicians of  our country have always tried to spike moves 
to rein in corruption. Yet, the political parties continue to blame 
each other for indulging corrupt practices. Take the very recent 
example. One web portal published a report claiming that the 
firm owned by Jay Shah, son of  BJP president Amit Shah, re-
corded a turnover to the tune of  16 thousand times than the 
previous years when BJP was not in power at the Centre and his 
father was not so powerful. BJP’s main political opponent Con-
gress and other political parties took up the issue and pressed 
for the resignation of  Amit Shah. To counter the offensive of  
the political opponents, BJP tried to corner Congress by raking 
up the Bofors issue. It is a different matter that Bofors, along 
with Ram Mandir, anti-Sikh riots of  1984 after the assassination 
of  the then prime minister Indira Gandhi and Gujarat riots of  
2002, are the weapons which the political parties of  our coun-
try, often use to silence the opponents. But by now we all know 
that the bribe taker in the Bofors case will continue to evade law. 
We know that before every election Ram Mandir issue will be 
raked up to polarise the voters. Similarly, we are aware that the 
real culprits of  the said riots will never be brought to book as 
our politicians lack the courage to call a spade a spade. They are 
only interested in using such violations of  law just to get more 
votes than their opponents. In the name of  eradicating corrup-
tion, the political parties of  our country are merely playing a 
political football. As a result, though sufferings of  the common 
people are increasing with every passing day, corruption is be-
coming more and more venomous.

Only Jesus, the Living Water, can satisfy our thirst 
for God.

In the 1960s, the Kingston Trio released a song called “Desert 
Pete.” The ballad tells of a thirsty cowboy who is crossing the 
desert and finds a hand pump. Next to it, Desert Pete has left a 
note urging the reader not to drink the water in the jar left there 

but to use its contents to prime the pump.
The cowboy resists the temptation to drink and uses the water as 

the note instructs. In reward for his obedience, he receives an abun-
dance of cold, satisfying water. Had he not acted in faith, he would 
have had only a jar of unsatisfying, warm water to drink.
This reminds me of Israel’s journey through the wilderness. When 

their thirst became overwhelming (Ex. 17:1–7), Moses sought the 
Lord. He was told to strike the rock of Horeb with his staff. Moses 
believed and obeyed, and water gushed from the stone.
Sadly, Israel would not consistently follow Moses’s example of 

faith. Ultimately, “the message they heard was of no value to them, 
because they did not share the faith of those who obeyed” (Heb. 4:2).
Sometimes life can seem like an arid desert. But God can quench 

our spiritual thirst in the most unlikely circumstances. When by faith 
we believe the promises of God’s Word, we can experience rivers of 
living water and grace for our daily needs.

Help us to place our trust in You, Lord. You are what our heart 
thirsts after.

Surviving the 
Wilderness

BIBLE READ:   EXODUS 17:1–7 
THOUGHT FOR TODAY:

The message they heard was of no value to them, 
because they did not share the faith of those who 

obeyed.      
      ~  Hebrews 4:2

DAILY
PATH

The country’s serious hunger level is driven by 
high child malnutrition and underlines need for 
stronger commitment to the social sector. As per 
the report, India ranks below many of  its neigh-

bouring countries such as China (29th rank), Nepal (72), 
Myanmar (77), Sri Lank (84) and Bangladesh (88). It is 
ahead of  Pakistan (106) and Afghanistan (107). India is 
last among the BRICS (Brazil, Russia, India, China and 
South Africa) group of  emerging nations.

 India’s overall GHI score has improved from 38.2 
in 2000 to 31.4 in 2017, but it is among the worst per-
formers in South Asia. At 31.4, India’s 2017 GHI score 
is at the high end of  the serious category. With a GHI 
score that is near the high end of  the serious category, 
it is obvious that a high GDP growth rate alone is no 
guarantee of  food and nutrition security for India’s vast 
majority.

On India, the report said that the country’s top 1% 
own more than 50% of its wealth, India is the world’s 
second largest food producer, yet it is also home to the 
second highest population of  under-nourished in the 
world. “Even with the massive scale up of  national nu-
trition-focused programs in India, drought and struc-
tural deficiencies have left a large number of  poor in 
India at risk of  malnourishment in 2017.

India has reported an improvement, especially on 

child stunting. The report notes that the child stunt-
ing rate, while relatively high at 38.4%, has gone down 
over the year, from 61.9% in 1992. The rate of  wasting 
in the country has increased—up from 20 per cent in 
2005-2006 to 21 per cent in 2015-16. Only three other 
countries in the list (Djibouti, Sri Lanka, and South 
Sudan) have wasting above 20 per cent. The rate in In-
dia has not shown any substantial improvement over 
the past 25 years. While the rate of  child stunting has 
reduced by 29 per cent since 2000, the figure remains 
high, at 38.4 per cent in 2015-16. GHI report says that 
1 in 5 Indian children have low weight-for-height ratio. 

India has developed and launched an action plan 
on ‘undernourishment free India’ by 2022. The plan 

shows stronger commitment and greater investments 
in tackling malnutrition in the coming years. Inequality 
in all its forms must be addressed now if  we are to meet 
Sustainable Development Goal 2 of  Zero Hunger for 
everyone by 2030.  

 What is important is to see what is being done 
to improve the dismal ranking and score. With vari-
ous economic indicators having taken a beating in the 
past year, will India be able to improve upon its Global 
Hunger Index ran The on-going efforts are expected to 
make significant changes in improving the existing situ-
ation  in 2018?

Mithilesh Kumar Sinha
Nagaland University, Lumami

Many years have passed, 
much has been discussed 
and debated on the deplor-
able road conditions. So 

far have we travelled without achieving 
much and with more to suffer and worry 
about. Our roads are still bumpy and pa-
thetic. It makes no indication of  getting 
better, and to talk about it, one can imag-
ine the terribleness. For so many years,to 
provide good roads has been the sweet 
talks of  the Government but never did 
we see good roads. For this reason, we 
will find out in many social media sites 
the anger, frustration, and depression of  
the public, especially youths. Being tired 
like anybody else, this thought keeps dis-
turbing my mind as to how there cannot 
be good roads in Nagaland.

Allow me to share my perspectives 
on the menace of  roads in Nagaland. 
To differentiate a good road and a bad 
road is as tough as differentiating a true 
politician and an untrue politician in 
Nagaland. Talking about bad roads, the 
roads in Kohima should not be ignored, 
the so called capital of  Nagaland. If  
you are a resident of  Kohima or pass by 
,you will know and get to know it better. 
The roads in Kohima are simply unique 
that once we get inside the Vehicle and 
start moving, our body starts to shake 
and dance. It tortures us not only physi-
cally but mentally as well. But that’s 
quite natural to say for normal beings 

like us, the conditions of  those sick peo-
ple, pregnant women, heart patients and 
the like would be worse with no other 
alternatives. Again, it’s not even safe to 
walk by the roadside (footpath) because 
of  the dusts created by Vehicles, and 
more miserably Vehicles splash dirty 
water all over our clothes during rainy 
seasons, which is so annoying. Thus, it 
becomes unsafe to travel both by foot 
and Vehicle. With this situation in Ko-
hima, shall we build a Smart City or a 
Dystopian City?

While we complain of  bad roads 
here, there are roads in some parts of  
Nagaland where only Shaktiman trucks 
can pass through and more so, there are 
no roads at all in some parts. Incredible 
Nagaland! Isn’t it? Our roads have help-
lessly become pathetic. It is not cookable 
nor burnable. It only finds its place in the 
dustbin at the end. Thus, it should be said 
that Nagaland is not only known for its 
rich culture and tradition but also known 
for its bad roads. Pardon me if  that 
sounds disgraceful. Nagaland roads are 
not even half  as compared to the roads in 
our nearest states despite receiving maxi-
mum of funds from Centre. This makes 
us unique from the rest. Good cars alone 
will not do, we need good roads.

Now, imagine the dangers resulting 
from those pathetic roads. Many acci-
dents are also due to those roads yet we 
act like we don’t care. Mushrooming of  

potholes can also cause danger to two 
wheelers and light Vehicles. There are 
also cases in villages and other rural ar-
eas where patients die on their way to 
hospital due to bad roads. Such cases 
are not rare even in towns.

While we are busy fighting for 
money and power, our roads are turn-
ing from bad to worse. It’s been 53 
years since its formal inauguration and 
soon going to be 54 years. How much 
longer will it take for Nagaland to have 
good roads? If  those many years aren’t 
enough, our dream of having good 
roads will only end up a dream itself  
and not a reality. Don’t let the next gen-
eration curse us. God forbid.

Lately, many talks have been going 
on road connectivity and good roads 
which are good signs. But if  truth be told 
from the depth of  my heart, i’m quite 
doubtful if  it was just because election is 
knocking at the door. I’m saying this be-
cause this usually happens in Nagaland 
at the eve of  elections. Speaking one 
thing and doing the other is never a char-
acter of  a good leader. Let it be not only 
talks but walks as well. Being a student, 
i’m disheartened to even dream of good 
roads when the Government cannot 
even provide our rightful scholarships at 
the right time with the rightful amount. 
And it is ironical when they talk about 
development. You greedy minds (poli-
ticians, bureaucrats, contractors, etc.), 

become more realistic and don’t just 
build castles in the air. The roads are in 
a pathetic state. Why was the situation 
allowed to deteriorate so much?

We talk of  tourism potential in Na-
galand but do we know that tourism 
will expand more when we have better 
roads? Not only does it expand tourism 
but it will subsequently open up ample 
of  opportunities to economic growth. 
We all know that very well, if  not we 
can even learn from our nearest states.

Hence, considering all the aforemen-
tioned, I want to appeal to all right think-
ing citizens of  Nagaland to wake up 
from the deep slumber and start acting 
to rebuild our state, keeping in mind that 
we all have our share of  responsibilities 
in the making of  our state. If  not now 
when? Albert Einstein rightly said, ‘The 
world will not be destroyed by those 
who do evil, but by those who watch 
them without doing anything.’ So too is 
our case. Shall we still keep quiet? To all 
the politicians and leaders, i’m writing 
today as a student and as a youth myself, 
if  your concern is our future, prove it so 
and allow us to continue our journey 
smoothly without much to worry about. 
We are tired and we feel insecure seeing 
the happenings of  today. So, if  not other 
developments, at least good roads be 
provided first and foremost.

Divito Vese
St. Joseph’s College, Jakhama

Year Proportion of 
undernourished

Prevalence of 
wasting

Prevalence of 
stunting

Under-5 
mortality

1992 21.7 20.0 61.9 11.9

2000 17.2 17.1 54.2 9.1

2008 16.3 20 47.9 6.6

2017 14.5 21 38.4 4.8

Table: Proportion of Undernourished, Prevalence of wasting, stunting under 5S, under-5 mortality 

Source: GHI Report 2017

READERS’ MIRROR VIEWS & REVIEWS

Sub: Demand for  Aadhaar Linkage to EPIC, CCTV coverage and Live  
         Recording  during election in Nagaland

Sir,
At the outset, the Langpangkong Students’ Conference Clean Election 

Campaign Committee (LKM CECC) expresses its full trust and confidence 
with the institution of  Election Commission of  India (ECI) and its sagacious 
authority for conducting free and fair elections as an autonomous constitu-
tional body in India.

 That sir, despite incessant and creditable effort by the Election Commis-
sion of  India to check the menace of  corrupt practices during elections, it is 
a well known fact that election-mal practices still continues in Nagaland in 
particular and country as a whole which makes the principle and objective of  
good governance a mockery after every election.

 In view of  the above cited reprehensible electoral situation in our state, 
various civil societies and the church in Nagaland have initiated clean election 
campaigns in the entire state of  Nagaland.

 That Sir, ‘Langpangkong’ is one of  the six ranges under Mokokchung 
District of  Nagaland State and the three assembly constituencies namely 21st 
Tuli Assembly Constituency, 22nd Arkakong Assembly Constituency and 24th 
Angetyongpang constituency are falling under the geographical jurisdiction of  
the range.

 Having witnessed tremendous corruption and mal-practices during elec-
tions in these constituencies for the past several years, the Langpangkong 
Students’ Conference (LKM) has, during its 26th General Conference held in 
January 2016, adopted a strong resolution to initiate Clean Election Campaign 

in the Langpangkong range. Consequently, a committee called Langpangkong 
Students’ Conference Clean Election Campaign Committee (LKM CECC) 
was constituted. The LKM CECC solely aims to educate the general mass on 
Clean  election for a corrupt-free election  and at the same time check the elec-
toral offences and mal-practices, particularly in these three aforementioned 
constituencies.

However Sir, despite the effort of  LKM CECC in educating people on clean 
election, multiple and bogus entries of  voters in electoral roll, impersonation 
of  voters, tampering of  EVMs/Ballot Papers, booth capturing, illegal hiring or 
procuring of  conveyances and several other such offences and misconduct at 
the polling stations likely to continue unless the competent authority adopts 
certain effective measure immediately to prevent such illegal electoral prac-
tices. This is our apprehension that demands your kind attention.

The LKMCECC, therefore, appeal to your esteemed authority to immedi-
ately initiate the process of  Aadhar linkage to EPIC, Provide CCTV coverage 
and live recording in all the polling stations in the above cited three Assembly 
Constituencies in particular and Nagaland in general  so as to ensure good 
governance  as a result of  free and fair election in the state. This is an aspira-
tion of   our younger generation to enjoy the fruit of  democracy and live with 
dignity in our own land.

Thanking you in anticipation, Sir.
Yours  faithfully,
         Sd/-                                                                        Sd/-
  Bendang Yaden                                                    Lanu Pongen 
Convenor, LKM CECC                                   Secretary, LKM CECC

Because I am paid irregularly ever since I got 
trapped in govt job through the bait of open 
interview in 2013, I  am having the worst years 
of survival in my prime age of life.

Instead of having to earn and save, you people have 
made me enslaved in debts which was unlike me, when 
I was not serving as an SSA teacher.

Now that my survival is filled with struggles, I get 
sleepless nights and its visible through my dark circles 
as living proof if  you need evidence. Do you realize 
you are torturing 2600 teachers like me for the past 4  
years ? Who will compensate the interest that we teach-
ers have to pay for the loans that we borrow to serve 
you as teachers? You do not pay our interest hence, you 
are accountable for it also. In a way, we are kind and 
tolerant for , we are not holding you accountable for 
the mental and emotional harassment that is placed 
upon us being victims of this pathetic payment system. 
Even the Written Assurance signed on November 2016 
is so unassuring now as irregular payment still exists 
like a long loving fashion statement.

To add to our woes, give us good roads at least for 
God sake! We do not travel in SUVs like you all . We 
travel in diesel auto that sounds like rice mill and makes 
you feel like you are trashed in a mixer grinder where 
you can feel even your intestine being dislocated when 
we ply on the  roads of Dimapur, that is so beautifully  
described as The Commercial Hub of Nagaland much 
to our sorrow and shame.I pity the pregnant women  in 
Nagaland beyond words. Even the foetus will be curs-
ing you all beyond their innocence.

When it rains it gets flooded and you need to surf  
your vehicle or pretend you are an off road motor 

rally driver. When it doesn’t rain, Hallelujah! You do 
not need to go to Thar desert or Sahara desert . Good 
Gracious! The dust that comes out of unmaintained 
roads will surely gift the citizens of Dimapur lung can-
cer, Asthma and other diseases related to pollution as 
well as those minor injuries that passengers usually en-
counter when their heads bumps on the iron rods of  
the Auto rickshaw. But, the citizens too are so polite 
and forgiving that grumbling at the driver is all that one 
does.

By the way, the sand stocked for sale right at the 
highway areas that are without barricades or cover-
ings punishes the passengers and pedestrians at its best 
during windy days.This civic sense of covering it with 
proper barricades should not be a hassle to direct by the 
authorities if  not to shift those sites, in the best interest 
of the majority of the public.

Actually, I am also fed up of writing in social media 
and  print media about the ailments of the society.  One 
writes as a concerned law abiding citizen who deserves 
good governance which is long overdue but, when the 
words goes wasted and the youths are brushed aside 
as just wasting time in negativity on social media, one 
cannot hold back than to say social media has bloggers 
who are intellectuals, capable, honest, sincere, bold 
and are truly concerned and patriotic for the mother 
land. There are bloggers who are well versed not just 
locally but globally and are only reflecting in words the 
deeds of the system. If the youths who are dependent 
on parents with no business opportunity available ow-
ing to lack of capital investment and market space in 
the markets of our own land, may there be some posi-
tive change of opening more such opportunities of self  

employment for the so many Educated Unemployed 
Youths. If  there are youths who are staying at home 
refusing to enter the Government Departments through 
backdoor appointment wasting their parents’ money to 
buy jobs despite spending so much money since Class 
A to obtain proper Education till the end, kindly make 
a positive change and make the youths busy by making 
the vacancies open for open competitive examinations 
alone where they will compete based on their capabili-
ties. If  such positive changes are made then perhaps, the 
youths will not write negatively about the system but 
will be busy preparing for competitive examinations.

You See! The problems are many and the griev-
ances borne beyond pain. Even social media and print 
media are serving no purpose for the youths to pour 
out their heart now to demand for change. An open 
debate in a public platform  inviting all the citizens may 
also be good now .

Clean Election is like the Gospel  in itself. The 
concept is so good and filled with blessing but many 
may not accept the Gospel  and may still practise Dirty 
Election next year. As for me, I will practise the virtue 
of Clean Election so, for those like-minded many of  
us the need of the hour is Good Candidates otherwise, 
there is a cloud of fear that our votes may go in waste 
as NOTA . It will not be a lie also if  the youths may 
even come up saying  ‘Please do not contest in thenext 
election’ to many of the legislators as your capability to 
lead is not justified and is unwanted in the next tenure 
also.

May God grant us wisdom and the unity that will 
Save Nagaland for a better future .

Renponi Naga

Letter to ECI by LKM CECC

Ethics of Government Misused or  Unused ?

Gross Domestic Product Growth: No 
Guarantee of Food and Nutrition Security

Our Pathetic Roads
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Jeremy Straub | theconversation.com

ARIES (MAR 21 - APR 19): Today’s intense 
celestial energy will help you make progress to-
ward your goals. Your mind will be quick and 
receptive and your writing and speaking abili-

ties especially acute. You might feel that you could sell 
anything to anyone if  you wanted to. Make the most of  
this intellectual power. Start new projects now. If  you do, 
success is more than likely.

TAURUS (APR 20 - MAY 20): Your creative im-
pulse should be high today. You might decide to 
try some writing. You may have a particular sub-
ject in mind to write about. You could also take a 

class in a subject that interests you, or do a little research on 
your own. You might consider some long-distance travel for 
pleasure as much as for learning. The sky’s the limit.

GEMINI (MAY 21 - JUN 21): Intense, vivid 
dreams spark your mental processes. You could 
wake up wondering why you dreamed what 
you did and what it has to do with what’s go-

ing on in your life. Dream books can be helpful. What do 
the symbols mean to you? The symbols, or even the story 
itself, could set in motion a mental chain of  events result-
ing in a new project of  some kind. Make the most of  it!

CANCER (JUN 22 - JUL 22): A phone call 
from a partner could have you suddenly play-
ing the role of  salesperson. You might have a 
project you want to pitch, you might need to 

sell your way of  doing something, or you might actually 
have to sell a product. Whichever it is, you’re likely to 
succeed. You’re especially quick and expressive today. 
Your powers of  persuasion are high.

LEO (JUL 23 - AUG 22): Money and creativ-
ity are successfully joined today. You might 
make money from a completed project, or you 
could receive some money to finance a project. 

Others might share in your efforts, but you’re the mind 
behind the whole thing. Your intellectual powers are par-
ticularly strong. You’re better than usual at expressing 
your ideas.

VIRGO (AUG 23 - SEP 22): Today you’re 
likely to be especially sharp. Your intellectual 
powers are operating at a high level. A wealth 
of  new ideas may come to you from all sides, 

without and within. You’re more talkative than usual and 
want to share your ideas with others. Optimism and en-
thusiasm define you today.

LIBRA (SEP 23 - OCT 22): You may feel 
inspired to make certain changes in your 
home. Your imagination is especially acute, 
so it’s easy to visualize how the rooms will 

look afterwards. You could seek others’ opinions, too. 
Now you need to sell your family on the idea. Don’t 
worry - you can do it. Your persuasive powers are at an 
all-time high.

SCORPIO (OCT 23 - NOV 21): You may 
want to take a more judicious approach to 
your shopping sprees. Try spending the after-
noon looking and trying on but not buying. 

That way, you’ll have time to reflect on whether or not 
you really want and need the items. This could help cut 
out a lot of  impulse spending. Your wallet will be fatter 
and happier.

SAGITTARIUS (NOV 22 - DEC 21): Today 
you have a quick intellect and intensified per-
suasive powers. Acute mental powers are joined 
with personal power to bring about career and 

financial success. Any projects you start or complete to-
day are destined for success followed by public recogni-
tion of  some kind. This is a great omen for your future.

CAPRICORN (DEC 22 - JAN 19): Your in-
tellect and way with words have served you well 
in the past. Now all signs indicate that you’ll 
progress more rapidly toward your goals. Ad-

vancement is definitely on the horizon. You might decide 
to increase your marketability by signing up for a course of  
some kind, perhaps an advanced degree. All systems go!

AQUARIUS (JAN 20 - FEB 18): If  you’ve 
been considering writing or teaching, today 
is the day to get started. Your imagination is 
intense, you’re inspired, and your way with 

words is sharper than usual. You could also sell anything. 
If  you want to pitch a project to someone, do it now. 
Many ideas may be running through your mind. It would 
be a shame not to set them down on paper.

PISCES (FEB 19 - MAR 20): Contact with a 
lot of  friends may take place today. Invitations 
to social events could come your way. Your re-
lationship with your friends is congenial. You 

could be introduced to new friends. Some of  the people 
you meet could be from distant states or foreign lands or 
involved in unusual occupations. This could prove an ex-
citing, stimulating day.

Aparajita Gupta | IANS

Almost a year down the line, 
is Prime Minister Naren-
dra Modi’s dream of mak-
ing India a cash-less or 

less-cash country becoming a reality?
Industry stakeholders feel that 

though the note-ban drive by the gov-
ernment gave the necessary impetus 
to citizens to start adopting online 
payment platforms, a lot needs to be 
done by both the government and the 
industry to make it a success.

The adoption rate of  online plat-
forms was high during the demoneti-
sation period, but it plateaued out as 
soon as cash became available in the 
system.

When the the Modi government 
banned high denomination notes of  
Rs 500 and Rs 1,000 notes on No-
vember 8 last year, removing an over-
whelming amount of  cash from the 
economy, people had to willy-nilly fall 
back on plastic or online transactions.

“The fact that 86 per cent of  the 
cash available in the system was 
sucked out overnight gave an imme-
diate boost to online/mobile pay-
ment platforms. There was a push-up 
factor,” Vishwas Patel, co-chair, Pay-
ments Council of  India (PCI) and 
founder and CEO of CC Avenues, 
told IANS.

But once cash was back in circula-
tion, those who earlier dealt mostly in 
cash went back to doing so, he said.

The PCI was formed under the 
aegis of  Internet and Mobile Asso-
ciation of  India in 2013 to cater to the 
needs of  the digital payment industry. 

He said during November, De-
cember 2016 and January 2017, on-
line transactions were at their peak. In 
October 2016, debit card transactions 
stood at Rs 21,941 crore and those of  
credit cards at Rs 29,942 crore. Post-
demonetisation, in December 2016, 
debit card transactions jumped to Rs 
58,000 crore and those of  credit card 
were at Rs 31,150 crore. 

However, in August 2017, 10 
months after the note ban, debit 
and credit card transaction stood at 
Rs 36,000 crore each, having come 
down substantially from the heights 
they achieved, but not falling back to 
the pre-demonetisation lows.

Patel said that after the cash flow 
in the system eased, small kirana 
shops stopped transacting through 
online payment channels, primarily 
because they did not want to take a 
tax number or a Goods and Services 
Tax number. “They do not have the 
wherewithal to pay taxes,” he said, 
adding that the “government needs 
to incentivise merchants, otherwise 
small and medium enterprises are go-
ing to go back to cash mode.”

Patel said security and trust in 
payment systems was something all 
stakeholders need to work on togeth-
er. “As an industry body, we are pre-
paring a National Negative Database 
of  consumers and merchants so that 
we can reduce fraud and build trust 

in the eyes of  consumers,” he added.
The database details would be 

circulated amongst payment gateway 
service providers, banks and card 
companies. “We are also working 
on a trust certificate that can be dis-
played by all merchants on their web-
sites,” Patel added.

Vineet Singh, Chief  Business Of-
ficer at Mobikwik, a payment app, 
said demonetisation had became a 
force multiplier. “It has pushed India 
a decade ahead towards the agenda 
of  adopting online payment plat-
forms. Naturally, things cooled down 
a bit post-demonetisation,” Singh 
told IANS.

Mobikwik had 3-3.5 crore users 
in the pre-demonetisation days and 
a year after note ban it has 6.5 crore. 
The company also witnessed a sharp 
rise in transactions from one million 
to three million within a year.

“Online payment companies in 
the last one year have increased their 
base significantly. They are experienc-

ing healthy month-on-month growth 
and the adoption of  online payment 
platforms was across all age groups,” 
Singh said, adding that “now every-
body takes online payment seriously, 
which will provide a secular road to-
wards a cash-less society.” 

Vivek Belgavi, Leader, Fintech 
at PricewaterhouseCoopers, too said 
that, after cash returned to the sys-
tem, people started transacting more 
in notes, but there was an uptick in 
digital transactions.

“Digital transactions have grown. 
But the key thing is that a lot of  step-
ping stones for future adoption have 
been laid down -- like the BHIM 
(Bharat Interface for Money) app by 
the government. Demonetisation was 
the shock that forced people to move 
to online channels,” he said.

Belgavi said the government 
should give more importance to low-
cost infrastructure like availability of  
point-of-sales machines. “Industry 
should offer citizens the whole eco-

system of digital transactions. They 
should be offered an experience that 
is better than cash transactions,” he 
added.

Dewang Neralla, MD and CEO, 
Atom Technologies, told IANS their 
online payment processing volumes 
had grown three times since demon-
etisation.

“By March 2017, our transac-
tions had doubled and with almost 11 
months gone by we still see a healthy 
growth of  around 20 per cent on a 
month-on-month basis. Today we 
process payments of  about Rs 6,800 
crore per month across more than 
100,000 merchants. We expect this 
figure to grow at least three times in 
the next three years.”

Online transactions are bound to 
grow over a period of  time, but in a 
country which overwhelmingly ran 
on cash, it may be difficult to do a 
quick digitisation.

(Aparajita Gupta can be contacted 
at aparajita.g@ians.in)

Online Transactions on the Rise, But Cash is Still King

Today’s ASTRO-PREDICTION

(i) Idols should be made from natural 
materials as described in the holy scripts. Use 
of  traditional clay for idol making rather than 
baked clay, Plaster of  Paris, etc. may be en-
couraged, allowed and promoted.

(ii) Painting of  Idols should be discour-
aged. In case idols are to be painted, water 
soluble and nontoxic natural dyes should be 
used. Use of  toxic and non-biodegradable 
chemical dyes for painting idols should be 
strictly prohibited. 

(iii) Worship material like flowers, vas-
tras (clothes), decorating material (made of  
paper and plastic) etc. should be removed 
before immersion of  idols. Biodegradable 
materials should be collected separately for 
recycling or composting. Non-biodegradable 
materials should be collected separately for 
disposal in sanitary landfills. Clothes may be 
sent to local orphan house 

(iv) Public should be educated on ill ef-
fects of  immersion in the holy water bodies 
through mass awareness programme.

(v) The ‘Idol Immersion Points’ shall be 
cordoned off  and barricaded. Synthetic liner 
may be placed in the bottom, well in advance. 
The said liner shall be removed on comple-
tion of  immersion ceremony so that remains 
of  idols would be brought to the bank. Bam-
boo and wooden logs, if  any would be reused. 
Clay, etc may be taken to sanitary land fill for 
disposal. 

General Guidelines for Local Bodies/ 
Authorities: 

(i) Local bodies /District Authorities 
generally make efforts to identify adequate 
number of  designated immersion spots to 
avoid overcrowding and also to reduce pol-
lution load on water bodies, such spots need 
to be notified and public & pooja commit-
tees be informed of  such designated sites 
through awareness programme preferably 
a month before such events of  idol immer-
sion. All the stakeholders such as River 
Authority, Port Authority, Water Supply 
Board, Irrigation Department, etc. be con-
sulted for identification of  the Immersion 
Ghats, where flow in stream is naturally 
available.

(ii) A co-ordination Committee com-
prising Police, Non-Government Organiza-
tions, Local Authorities, SPCBs, representa-
tives of  pooja committees and stakeholders 
may be set up for guiding the public in carry-
ing out the immersion with minimal impact 
on water bodies. 

(iii) At the immersion sites, burning of  
solid wastes, so generated comprising of  used 
flowers, clothes, decorating materials, etc. 
should be prohibited.

(iv) Within 48 hours of  the immersion 
of  idols, the left over material at idol im-
mersion points on the banks of  rivers, lakes, 
beaches, etc. should be collected by the local 

bodies for disposal.
(v) In case of  immersion of  idols in riv-

ers and lakes, arrangement may be made for 
construction of  temporary confined ponds 
with earthern bunds for the purpose of  im-
mersion of  idols. After the completion of  im-
mersion, supernatant water may be allowed 
to flow in river, pond and lake, as the case 
may be, after checking for colour and turbidi-
ty. Lime may be added in temporary confined 
ponds.

(vi) The Pooja organizers be involved 
in a campaign on the ill effects of  the toxic 
components of  colouring materials, not only 
of  the idols, but also other decorating mate-
rials used during the festive season. Specific 
leaflets and poster for mass awareness may be 
prepared and the Pooja committees persuad-
ed to be display such posters and distribute 
leaflets among worshipers. 

Guidelines for Idol Immersion in Riv-
ers: Temporary ponds having earthen bunds 
along river bank should be created as idol im-
mersion spots. Removable synthetic liner may 
be placed well in advance in bottom of pond. 
The said liner along with remains of  idols 
should be removed from the point within 48 
hours of  immersion of  idols. 

In the OA No. 51/2016/EZ Ambarnath 
Sengupta Vrs State of  West Bengal & Oth-
ers, the Hon’ble National Green Tribunal 
Eastern Zone Bench, Kolkota  comprising 

of  Hon’ble Justice S.P. Wangdi, Judicial 
Member and Hon’ble Mr. Ranjan Chatter-
jee, Expert Member, passed certain direc-
tions inter alia that the Central Pollution 
Control Board guidelines are exhaustive 
in so far as regulations for immersion of  
idol is concerned, and all that is required is 
for the State governments, the local bodies 
and the State Pollution Control Boards to 
implement those effectively. In addition to 
the CPCB guidelines, the Hon’ble Tribunal 
gave certain directions/guidelines in the 
said judgement dated 06/10/2017 for strict 
implementations:-

(i) There shall be complete ban on the 
use of  POP in idol making till it is established 
that POP has no negative effect on the water 
quality and aquatic biodiversity.

(ii) There shall be a complete ban on the 
use of  synthetic colour for painting of  idols 
that would require immersion as part of  final 
ritual of  the festival.

(iii) The height of  the super structure of  
the idol shall be less than 40 ft and the idol 
shall not exceed 20 ft in height.

(iv) All the Puja Committees or individ-
ual or organisations who organise the festivals 
also make the idols in pandals raised by them, 
shall submit declaration before the Municipal 
Corporation, Municipalities and Panchayats, 
as the case may be, specifying that in the mak-
ing of  the idols and raising super structure:-

a) No POP shall be used
b) No synthetic paint or colour con-

taining toxic heavy metals like mercury, cad-
mium, arsenic, lead and chromium shall be 
used.

(v) A copy of  such declaration will be 
made available to the respective State Pollu-
tion Control Board by the Municipalities/
Municipal Corporations/Panchayats and 
both the local bodies and PCBs shall make 
surprise inspection. If  any violation is de-
tected, action shall be initiated by imposition 
of  penalty of  such sum as may be decided by 
the State Board or as may be prescribed by 
rules framed therefore and may further pro-
hibit them from organising festivals in future, 
either temporarily or permanently. 

(vi) As far as practicable, the biodegrad-
able materials be removed before immersion 
and the concerned local bodies may use the 
materials for composting and other useful 
purpose.

(vii) In case of  temples where biodegrad-
able wastes are generated everyday in the 
form of used flowers, leaves, fruits, coconut, 
case etc. there shall be scientific disposal of  
biodegradable wastes and no such wastes 
shall be disposed off  to water bodies. Dis-
posal of  biodegradable wastes to water bodies 
will invite penalty to be imposed by the local 
authorities on the temple committee.

Nagaland Pollution Control Board

General Guidelines For Idol Immersion

Dengue is a viral disease caused by 
Aedes Mosquito which bites in day 
time only. It breeds in any type of  
man-made containers or water stor-

age container even small quantity of  water like 
cooler, tyres, overhead tanks, drums, jar, buck-
ets, flower vase, flower pot saucers, refrigera-
tor drip pans, bamboo stumps, tree holes and 
many more places where rain water collects or 
is stored. Eggs of  mosquito can live for more 
than one year. They do not breed in large water 
bodies like fisheries, ponds, sewages etc. There-
fore, follow the given instructions.

1. All water storage containers should be 
covered.

2. Remove/destroy all disposable, unused 
materials lying around the houses like old 
tyres, broken pots, crockery etc.

3. Dry all water storage utensils, coolers, 
flower vases, fridge trays, flower pot sau-
cers etc at least once a week.

4. Fill up ditches and other unwanted water 
collection sites around the houses.

5. Put insecticides, petrol, and kerosene oil 
in cooler, AC trays etc which cannot be 
emptied or cleaned.

6. Wear clothes that cover the whole body 
in day time.

7. Use mosquito repellent lotion/creams 
etc

8. If  pregnant women and children need 
rest during the day time, they should 
sleep under mosquito nets.

If  every household follow the instructions 
routinely during the transmission season, the 
mosquito breeding areas will be destroyed and 
will stop the cycle of  transmission in the local-
ity.

National Vector Borne Disease Control Program 
(NVBDCP)

Prevention and Control 
Measures For Dengue

Some people are afraid that heavily armed artificially 
intelligent robots might take over the world, enslav-
ing humanity – or perhaps exterminating us. These 
people, including tech-industry billionaire Elon 

Musk and eminent physicist Stephen Hawking, say artifi-
cial intelligence technology needs to be regulated to manage 
the risks. But Microsoft founder Bill Gates and Facebook’s 
Mark Zuckerberg disagree, saying the technology is not 
nearly advanced enough for those worries to be realistic.

As someone who researches how AI works in robotic 
decision-making, drones and self-driving vehicles, I’ve seen 
how beneficial it can be. I’ve developed AI software that 
lets robots working in teams make individual decisions, as 
part of  collective efforts to explore and solve problems. Re-
searchers are already subject to existing rules, regulations 
and laws designed to protect public safety. Imposing further 
limitations risks reducing the potential for innovation with 
AI systems.
How is AI regulated now?
While the term “artificial intelligence” may conjure fan-
tastical images of  human-like robots, most people have en-
countered AI before. It helps us find similar products while 
shopping, offers movie and TV recommendations and helps 
us search for websites. It grades student writing, provides 
personalized tutoring and even recognizes objects carried 
through airport scanners.

In each case, the AI makes things easier for humans. For 
example, the AI software I developed could be used to plan 
and execute a search of  a field for a plant or animal as part of  
a science experiment. But even as the AI frees people from do-
ing this work, it is still basing its actions on human decisions 
and goals about where to search and what to look for.

In areas like these and many others, AI has the potential 
to do far more good than harm – if  used properly. But I don’t 
believe additional regulations are currently needed. There 
are already laws on the books of  nations, states and towns 
governing civil and criminal liabilities for harmful actions. 
Our drones, for example, must obey FAA regulations, while 
the self-driving car AI must obey regular traffic laws to oper-
ate on public roadways.

Existing laws also cover what happens if  a robot injures 

or kills a person, even if  the injury is accidental and the ro-
bot’s programmer or operator isn’t criminally responsible. 
While lawmakers and regulators may need to refine respon-
sibility for AI systems’ actions as technology advances, cre-
ating regulations beyond those that already exist could pro-
hibit or slow the development of  capabilities that would be 
overwhelmingly beneficial.

It may seem reasonable to worry about researchers devel-
oping very advanced artificial intelligence systems that can 
operate entirely outside human control. A common thought 
experiment deals with a self-driving car forced to make a 
decision about whether to run over a child who just stepped 
into the road or veer off  into a guardrail, injuring the car’s 
occupants and perhaps even those in another vehicle.

Musk and Hawking, among others, worry that hypercapa-
ble AI systems, no longer limited to a single set of tasks like 
controlling a self-driving car, might decide it doesn’t need hu-
mans anymore. It might even look at human stewardship of  
the planet, the interpersonal conflicts, theft, fraud and frequent 
wars, and decide that the world would be better without people.

Science fiction author Isaac Asimov tried to address this 
potential by proposing three laws limiting robot decision-
making: Robots cannot injure humans or allow them “to 
come to harm.” They must also obey humans – unless this 
would harm humans – and protect themselves, as long as 
this doesn’t harm humans or ignore an order.

But Asimov himself  knew the three laws were not 
enough. And they don’t reflect the complexity of  human 
values. What constitutes “harm” is an example: Should a 
robot protect humanity from suffering related to overpopu-
lation, or should it protect individuals’ freedoms to make 
personal reproductive decisions?

We humans have already wrestled with these questions 
in our own, nonartificial intelligences. Researchers have 
proposed restrictions on human freedoms, including reduc-
ing reproduction, to control people’s behavior, population 
growth and environmental damage. In general, society has 
decided against using those methods, even if  their goals 
seem reasonable. Similarly, rather than regulating what AI 
systems can and can’t do, in my view it would be better to 
teach them human ethics and values – like parents do with 
human children.

People already benefit from AI every day – but this is just 
the beginning. AI-controlled robots could assist law enforce-
ment in responding to human gunmen. Current police ef-
forts must focus on preventing officers from being injured, 
but robots could step into harm’s way, potentially changing 
the outcomes of  cases like the recent shooting of  an armed 
college student at Georgia Tech and an unarmed high school 
student in Austin.

Intelligent robots can help humans in other ways, too. 
They can perform repetitive tasks, like processing sensor 
data, where human boredom may cause mistakes. They can 
limit human exposure to dangerous materials and danger-
ous situations, such as when decontaminating a nuclear 
reactor, working in areas humans can’t go. In general, AI 
robots can provide humans with more time to pursue what-
ever they define as happiness by freeing them from having 
to do other work.

Achieving most of  these benefits will require a lot 
more research and development. Regulations that make 
it more expensive to develop AIs or prevent certain uses 
may delay or forestall those efforts. This is particularly 
true for small businesses and individuals – key drivers 
of  new technologies – who are not as well equipped to 
deal with regulation compliance as larger companies. 
In fact, the biggest beneficiary of  AI regulation may be 
large companies that are used to dealing with it, because 
startups will have a harder time competing in a regulated 
environment.
The need for innovation
Humanity faced a similar set of  issues in the early days of  
the internet. But the United States actively avoided regulat-
ing the internet to avoid stunting its early growth. Musk’s 
PayPal and numerous other businesses helped build the 
modern online world while subject only to regular human-
scale rules, like those preventing theft and fraud.

Artificial intelligence systems have the potential to 
change how humans do just about everything. Scientists, 
engineers, programmers and entrepreneurs need time to 
develop the technologies – and deliver their benefits. Their 
work should be free from concern that some AIs might be 
banned, and from the delays and costs associated with new 
AI-specific regulations.
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President of India Ram Nath Kovind meets President of the Islamic Republic of Afghanistan Mohammad 
Ashraf Ghani, in New Delhi on Tuesday.

PTI

Opposition leaders Ghulam Nabi Azad of Congress, Derek O’Brien of TMC and JD (U) rebel leader Sharad 
Yadav at a press conference to observe November 8 as Black Day to protest note ban, in New Delhi on 
Tuesday.

PTI

NEWS IN BRIEF
Indian, Pakistani troops clash on LoC
Srinagar, Oct. 24 (IANS):  Indian and Pakistani troops 
clashed along the Line of Control (LoC) in Jammu and 
Kashmir’s Kupwara district. Defence Ministry sources 
said the Pakistan Army resorted to unprovoked firing 
at Indian positions on the LoC in Nowgam sector. 
“They used mortars, automatics and small arms to 
target our positions,” an official said. The Indian Army 
retaliated “strongly and effectively”, the official added. 
No casualty or damage was reported on the Indian side.

On UN Day, Modi lauds world 
body’s efforts
New Delhi, Oct. 24 (PTI): Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi today lauded the efforts of  the United Nations 
in promoting world peace and said India is proud of its 
active participation in the global body’s initiatives. His 
comments came as he extended greetings on the UN 
Day, which marks the anniversary of the entry into force 
in 1945 of the UN Charter. “Greetings on @UN Day. We 
appreciate UN s efforts in promoting world peace & laud 
the wide range of initiatives under its guidance,” Modi 
tweeted. “India is proud of the steadfast support & active 
participation in several @UN initiatives aimed at making 
our world a better place,” he added in another tweet. 
October 24 has been celebrated as UN Day since 1948.

IAF jets carry out drill on Agra-
Lucknow Expressway 
Lucknow, Oct. 24 (IANS): Several aircraft of the Indian 
Air Force (IAF) on Tuesday touched down and took off  
as part of a special drill on a 4-kilometre stretch of the 
Agra-Lucknow Expressway in Uttar Pradesh’s Unnao 
district. The jets included three Jaguar Deep penetration 
strike aircraft, two formations of  three aircraft each 
of  Mirage 2000s and two formations of  three aircraft 
each of  Sukhoi-30. The exercise culminated with the 
C-130 J returning for another short landing. “This is 
an important exercise for war as well as peace time 
in case of  emergencies like providing humanitarian 
assistance, evacuation or distribution of relief  material,” 
spokesperson Gargi Malik Sinha said.

Over Rs 50,000 crore spent on 
rail safety till August 31
New Delhi, Oct. 24 (IANS):  The government on 
Tuesday said it has spent over Rs 50,000 crore out 
of  a total outlay of  Rs 1.31 lakh crore on rail safety 
in this fiscal. The government has planned a capital 
expenditure outlay of Rs 131,000 crore for railway safety 
in 2017-18, of which it spent Rs 50,762 crore till August 
31, Finance Secretary Ashok Lavasa told reporters after 
a Union Cabinet meeting. The government in its Budget 
this year announced a special safety fund of Rs 1.31 lakh 
crore for Indian Railways.  Lavasa said the pace of laying 
new railway tracks had been hastened from 380 km in 
2014-15 to 953 km in 2016-17.

6,200 girls trained in self-defence 
under BSES’s CSR programme
New Delhi, Oct. 24 (PTI):  Power discom BSES has 
imparted self-defence training to around 6,200 girls in the 
past three years under its corporate social responsibility 
(CSR) initiative, a company spokesperson said. BSES 
discoms, BYPL and BRPL, have partnered with the 
Delhi Police’s Special Unit for Women amd Children 
and a private organisation to impart self-defense training 
to school girls, he said. Since the programme’s inception 
three years ago, the BSES has trained over 6,200 girls 
from over 50 schools and educational institutions 
under the initiative,” the spokesperson said. The 10-
day training module involves educating the girls on the 
importance of speaking out, raising an alarm and getting 
out of tricky situations, he added. 

32K central forces for Gujarat 
polls, 10K for Himachal Pradesh
New Delhi, Oct. 24 (PTI): More than 32,000 personnel 
from the central armed forces such as the CRPF and 
the BSF, and around 55,000 from the state police are 
expected to be deployed for the upcoming Gujarat 
assembly elections, an official said today. For the 
Himachal Pradesh polls on November 9, around 10,000 
personnel from central armed police forces and 14,000 
from the state police are expected to be deployed. As per 
the requirement of  the Election Commission, around 
320 companies of central armed police forces are likely 
to be deployed in Gujarat and 100 companies of security 
personnel in Himachal Pradesh, a senior government 
official privy to the development told PTI. 

India for Afghan-controlled peace 
efforts: India to President Ghani

1st anniv. of demonetisation: DMK 
to observe Nov. 8 as “Black Day”

MCD poll 2017: AAP candidate 
acquitted of defacing property

CPI(M) urges non-BJP CMs to protect federalism

Rs 2.11 lakh cr. recapitalisation for banks to boost growth

‘RSS pracharak in Modi’ stalling 
Women’s Reservation Bill — Congress

New Delh i ,  Oct .  24 
(IANS):  India on Tuesday 
told visiting Afghan Presi-
dent Ashraf  Ghani that 
it believes peace efforts in 
his war-wracked country 
should be “Afghan-led” and 
“Afghan-controlled”.

Welcoming the Afghan 
President to India, Presi-
dent Ram Nath Kovind 
also condemned the se-
ries of  terror attacks in his 
country, including in the 
provinces of  Kabul, Kan-
dahar, Ghazni and Paktia, 
that have resulted in over 
200 people being killed in 
the past week.

Kovind expressed ad-
miration for the astute 
leadership that Ghani has 
provided to Afghanistan 
through difficult times and 
commended the Afghan 
President for strengthening 
bilateral relations between 
India and Afghanistan.

Kovind added that In-
dia itself  has been victim of  
state-sponsored, cross-bor-
der terrorism for decades.

“We can fully empa-
thise with the ongoing quest 
of  the Afghan people to 
secure peace. 

“India believes that 

whatever initiatives are 
taken for bringing peace 
in Afghanistan should be 
Afghan-led and Afghan-
controlled,” he said.

His comments come 
days after Afghanistan par-
ticipated in the 6th Quadri-
lateral Coordination Group 
(QCG) meeting along with 
the US, China and Pakistan 

in Muscat, Oman, on Octo-
ber 16 to revive stalled peace 
talks with the Taliban. 

On the same day, In-
dia’s National Security Ad-
visor Ajit Doval had flown 
to Kabul to meet with the 
Afghan leadership.

“Securing sustained 
peace and security remain 
the key fundamentals in 

leading Afghanistan on 
the pathway of  economic 
recovery and growth. Un-
fortunately, mindless and 
senseless violence is being 
imposed on the people of  
Afghanistan,” President 
Kovind was quoted as say-
ing in a statement.

The President said that 
for India, Afghanistan is not 

just a strategic partner, but a 
nation that evokes endear-
ing affection.

He recalled President 
Ghani’s speech at the Heart 
of  Asia Summit in Am-
ritsar in December 2016, 
and his visit to the Golden 
Temple. He added that civi-
lisational links and people-
to-people contacts provide 
a strong foundation to 
the ever-growing bilateral 
friendship.

Kovind also said that in 
recent times, the two coun-
tries have deepened their 
strategic partnership. The 
India-Afghanistan Trade 
and Investment Show in 
New Delhi brought the 
businessmen of  both na-
tions together and gener-
ated business worth over 
US$200 million.

The President expressed 
happiness at the opening 
of  the air freight corridor 
between Kandahar and 
Kabul and Delhi. He also 
noted that the Afghan cit-
ies of  Mazar-e-Sharif  and 
Herat have been connected 
directly by air to Delhi. 

The Afghan President 
is on a day-long visit to 
New Delhi.

Chennai, Oct. 24 (PTI): 
The DMK, an ally of  the 
Congress, today said it 
would observe November 
8, the first anniversary of  
demonetisation, as ‘Black 
Day’ and stage demonstra-
tions in all district head-
quarters of Tamil Nadu.

In a statement, DMK 
Working President M K 
Stalin said party workers, 
wearing black shirts, would 
observe November 8 as 
“Karuppu Dhinam” (Black 
Day) and stage protests.

He invited the public 
“affected by the note ban” 
to join the agitations by 
sporting black arm bands.

Stalin’s statement is in 
line with the Congress’ an-
nouncement in Delhi that it 
would observe November 8 
as ‘Black Day’.

Leader of  Opposition 
in the Rajya Sabha Ghulam 
Nabi Azad said, “Eight-
een political parties have 

decided to hold protests in 
every state in their capacity 
against the government’s 
decision which caused 
hardship to the people.” 

A group of  18 opposi-
tion parties has been stand-
ing together against the 
government and formed the 
seven-member coordination 
committee comprising lead-
ers of the Congress, TMC, 
SP, BSP, DMK, the Left 
and the breakaway JD-U 
faction.

The coordination com-
mittee of opposition parties 
had met yesterday in the 
Parliament House, where it 
authorised Azad to talk to 
other parties and finalise the 
protest plan on November 8.

Stalin said, “This uni-
lateral decision (of demon-
etisation) by the BJP gov-
ernment has affected the 
unorganised sector, daily-
wage labourers and farm 
workers, besides hurting 

MSMEs (Micro, Small and 
Medium Enterprises).” 

The DMK leader said 
former prime minister Man-
mohan Singh had warned 
of the ill-effects of the note 
ban and many political 
leaders had also expressed 
concerns about it then.

He claimed that people 
stood in ATMs for long 
hours and wasted their pre-
cious time while those with-
out debit cards, such as vil-
lagers, were further affected.

The BJP government 
had not come forward 
to condole in Parliament 
deaths which occurred in 
queues in banks and ATMs, 
Stalin alleged.

Taking a dig at the BJP, 
the DMK leader also al-
leged the party had not 
implemented its pre-poll 
promises such as “depos-
iting Rs 15 lakh in each 
Indian’s bank account” and 
ensuring economic growth.

New Delhi, Oct. 24 (IANS):  The Supreme 
Court on Tuesday imposed a fine of Rs 2 
lakh on the Environment Ministry for not 
fixing emission norms of Sulphur Dioxide 
and Nitrogen Oxide for 34 categories of  
industries -- important to mitigate air pollu-
tion in Delhi and the NCR.

Imposing the fine, the apex court also 
banned the use of pet coke and furnace oil 
in the National Capital Region (NCR). 

The court, in its May 2 order, recorded 
the submission by amicus curiae that 
Haryana, Uttar Pradesh and Rajasthan 
would not object if  the court prohibits the 
use of pet coke and furnace oil in their areas 
coming in NCR, said Additional Solicitor 
General Maninder Singh.

The emission norms are significant 
as these industries, engaged in producing 
fertilisers, nitric acid and other hazardous 
activities, use pet coke and furnace oil.

Describing the Ministry of  Environ-
ment and Forests’ delay in issuing the 
norms as “lethargic and lazy”, the bench of  
Justice Madan B. Lokur and Justice Deepak 
Gupta took exception to the Ministry issu-
ing draft norms on October 23.

The court said failure to pay Rs 2 lakh 
would invite serious consequences. The 
court also expressed its “surprise” that the 
Ministry was sitting on the recommenda-

tions of  the Central Pollution Control 
Board (CPCB) made on June 27.

The draft norms issued on October 23 
provide for 60 days for the public to raise 
objections. Thereafter, the Ministry will ex-
amine the objections before taking the final 
call on fixing the emission norms.

The apex court in its May 2 order had 
directed the central government and the 
CPCB to fix SO2 (sulphur dioxide), NOx 
(nitrogen oxide) and SOx (sulphur oxide) 
standards 34 categories of  industries in 
view of the provisions of the Environment 
Protection Act, 1986.

The CPCB in its affidavit to the court on 
Tuesday said the emission norms for SO2 
and NOx for nine categories of industries 
had already been notified.

These industries include thermal power 
plants (in 2015), Dye and Dye Intermediate 
(2010), Cement (2016), Copper, Lead or 
Zinc Smelter (2011), Iron and Steel (2012), 
Coke oven (covered under Iron and Steel 
sector) (2012), Sulphuric Acid (2008), Pet-
rochemicals (2012) and Pesticides (2011).

Asking the central government to fix the 
emission norms by June 30, 2017, the court 
had by its May 2 order had said the emis-
sion norms would be fixed after hearing a 
limited number of  authorised representa-
tives of the said industries.

New Delhi, Oct. 24 (PTI): 
A Delhi court has acquitted 
an AAP woman candidate 
of  the charge of  defacing 
public property by pasting 
campaign posters on a park 
wall in a market here ahead 
of  the MCD election this 
year, saying the case was 
“questionable”.

The court absolved 
Triveni Bharti, who had 
contested from ward 80 in 
Pushp Vihar in the South 
Delhi Municipal Corpora-
tion polls on April 23 this 
year, of  the offence under 
Delhi Prevention of Deface-
ment of  Property (DPDP) 
Act. 

Chief  Metropolitan 
Magistrate Pooja Talwar, 
while acquitting Bharti, 
noted that neither was there 
any eye- witness to the past-
ing and removing of  the 

poster, nor were there any 
marks on the pamphlet to 
prove the same.

“At the outset, there is 
no eye-witness to the past-
ing of  the disputed poster, 
either from public or any 
police witness.

Not only that, there is 
no public witness to the 
procedure of removal of the 
said poster from the wall of  
the park.

While deciding the mat-
ter in favour of the accused 
who had lost the election to 
a BJP candidate, it also said 
that it appeared that “no 
sincere effort was made” to 
join witnesses.

“Neither there are any 
eye witnesses to the com-
mission of the offence, nor 
the chain establishing the 
circumstances in which 
the alleged poster had been 

affixed at the disputed site 
has been proved beyond 
reasonable doubt. I am of  
the opinion that the accused 
is entitled to be acquitted for 
offence under the DPDP 
Act,” the court said.

According to the prose-
cution, on April 17, a police 
official was on patrolling 
duty when he saw two cam-
paign posters with pictures 
of  AAP candidate Triveni 
Bharti on the wall of a park 
in Pushp Vihar marker.

An FIR was lodged, 
which was followed by a 
charge sheet against her 
for the offence of  defacing 
public property under the 
DPDP Act.

However, during the 
trial, the accused denied 
the prosecution case in its 
entirety and claimed in-
nocence.

New Delhi, Oct. 24 (PTI):  The CPI(M) 
today accused Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi of  “trying to move towards an au-
tocratic rule” and appealed to all non-BJP 
chief ministers to together protect the fed-
eral structure of the Constitution.

Party general secretary Sitaram Yechury 
claimed the prime minister was seeking to 
convert India’s parliamentary system into a 
presidential form of government, and charged 
the Centre with “undermining” the constitu-
tional structure of parliamentary democracy.

“Every move that is being conceived of  
and is being initiated by the government is 
undermining the constitutional structure of  
parliamentary democracy,” he said, point-
ing to state election schedules and moves for 
simultaneous central and state polls.

He accused the government of interfer-

ing in a state’s right to maintain law and 
order through central agencies.

Yechury appealed to the non-BJP chief  
ministers to come together to protect the 
country’s federal structure.

Referring to the situation in Kerala, 
Yechury said the move by the RSS to file 
a case in the state high court asking for the 
CBI’s intervention in investigating murders 
demonstrates “political interests”.

These issues would be discussed at the 
Opposition coordination committee meet 
to chalk out floor coordination during the 
next Parliament session, he said.

The four Left parties have also decided 
to meet tomorrow to finalise the action plan 
for their protest against demonetisation on 
November 8, the day the policy was an-
nounced last year.

New Delhi, Oct. 24 (IANS): In 
a stimulus package to boost the 
flagging economic growth, cre-
ate jobs and increase credit flow, 
the cabinet on Tuesday approved 
a recapitalisation plan for state-
run banks to the tune of Rs 2.11 
lakh crore and a massive road 
infrastructure investment costing 
nearly Rs 7 lakh crore over the 
next five years.

Of the support to banks, a sum 
of Rs 1.35 lakh crore will be raised 
through recapitalisation bonds 
and the rest through budgetary 
support as well as market borrow-
ings, Financial Services Secretary 
Rajiv Kumar disclosed at a media 
conference in the presence of Fi-
nance Minister Arun Jaitley and 
a battery of  secretaries from the 
ministry. 

Under the road connectivity 
programme at a cost of nearly Rs 
7 lakh crore, the government will 
construct 84,000 km highways 
in the next 5 years. Of  this, the 

Bharatmala project component 
will involve an outlay Rs 5.35 lakh 
crore that will generate 14.2 crore 
man-days of work. 

Funding for the programme 
will be raised as debt from the 
market (Rs 2.09 lakh crore), pri-
vate investments through PPP (Rs 
1.06 lakh crore) and from accruals 
to the central road fund and toll 
collections (Rs 2.19 lakh crore). 

Jaitley said that the economic 
blueprint to revive growth being 
presented follows extensive recent 
discussions on the state of  the 
economy.

“You will recall the press con-
ference last time, where I had 
mentioned that we will respond 
appropriately to the situation as it 
develops,” he said. 

“We have conducted analysis 
within the ministry and held 
detailed consultation with Prime 
Minister on the state of the econ-
omy. We have decided on the 
steps needed to sustain the growth 

momentum,” he said. 
“The unprecedented recapi-

talisation and the initiatives an-
nounced today (Tuesday) are 
expected to have a noticeable im-
pact in the near term, contributing 
to accelerated economic activity, 
employment and growth of  the 
economy,” he added. 

The public sector banks’ re-
capitalisation comes in a context 
where their non-performing as-
sets (NPAs), or bad loans, have 
reached the level of 82 per cent of  
their stressed assets, Kumar said.

“The NPAs of  government 
owned banks have increased to 
the level of  Rs 4.55 lakh crore 
between 2015 and 2017,” he said.

“Of this, 12 cases, which have 
been referred to the NCLT (Na-
tional Company Law Tribunal) 
account for Rs 1.75 lakh crore, 
or 25 per cent of  all NPAs,” he 
added. 

Pointing out that the accumu-
lated NPA figures reflect the result 

of  “aggressive lending” in the 
past, Jaitley said the government’s 
move to fund banks comes at a 
time when private sector invest-
ment has dwindled. 

Chief  Economic Advisor 
Arvind Subranmanian, who was 
also present at the briefing, clari-
fied that the recapitalisation bonds 
would count as debt, while their 
exact nature would be made avail-
able in due course. 

The government, however, 
denied that this support to banks 
would affect fiscal consolidation.

The Finance Minister said the 
banks would get Rs 18,000 crore 
under the Indradhanush plan.

Under the Indradhanush road-
map introduced in 2015, the gov-
ernment had announced infusion 
of  Rs 70,000 crore in state-run 
banks over four years to meet their 
capital requirement in line with 
global banking risk norms, known 
as Basel-III.

In line with the plan, public 

sector banks were given Rs 25,000 
crore in 2015-16, and a similar 
amount has been earmarked for 
the following years. Besides, Rs 
10,000 crore each would be in-
fused in 2017-18 and 2018-19. 

This stimulus package comes 
after data from various sources 
showed India’s GDP growth 
flagging under the twin impact of  
demonetisation and GST.

The IMF said in its latest 
World Economic Outlook that 
India’s economic growth for 2017 
and 2018 will be slower than 
earlier projections. The report 
cited the “lingering impact” of  
demonetisation and the Goods 
and Services Tax (GST) for the 
expected slowdown during the 
current and the next year. 

The IMF projected India to 
grow at 6.7 per cent in 2017 and 
7.4 per cent in 2018, which are 0.5 
and 0.3 percentage points less than 
the projections earlier this year, 
respectively.

New Delhi, Oct. 24 (IANS): Questioning 
Prime Minister Narendra Modi’s silence 
on the Women’s Reservation Bill issue, the 
Congress on Tuesday demanded that the 
Bill be introduced in the Winter Session of  
Parliament and be fully implemented before 
the next general elections.

The Congress also alleged the “anti-
women mindset” of the RSS and the “Pra-
charak in Modi” was stalling the bill. 

On Monday, 41 Mahila Congress 
functionaries submitted 32 lakh signatures 
to President Ram Nath Kovind to seek his 
support for the Women’s Reservation Bill 
and urged him to expedite the process to 
pass the Bill.

All district Mahila Congress presidents 
will submit a memorandum to the Prime 
Minister through the district collectorates 
demanding swift action in passing the Bill 
on October 31, which marks the Martyr-
dom Day of former Prime Minister Indira 
Gandhi.

“Modi government has not only be-
trayed the youth, farmers and the poor. It 
is also deceiving the political aspirations 
of  586 million women of  this country,” 
said Congress spokesperson and All India 
Mahila Congress president Sushmita Dev.

“The BJP manifesto explicitly states it 

is committed to 33 per cent women’s reser-
vation in Parliament and state assemblies 
through a Constitutional Amendment. 
Three and half  years have passed, what 
happened to this commitment?” she asked.

Dev said that Congress President Sonia 
Gandhi had on September 20 in a letter to 
Modi extended support of  the party to this 
bill in the Lok Sabha.

“Till date there has been no response 
or acknowledgment to the letter. Why is 
the Modi government not implementing 
what could be the biggest social reform in 
the largest democracy in the world,” Dev 
asked.

“Despite the support of  the largest 
opposition party in Lok Sabha and also 
having absolute majority, why is the Modi 
government not introducing the Bill in Par-
liament,” she asked.

“We have heard various statements 
from union ministers and External Affairs 
Minister Sushma Swaraj that BJP has two 
women ministers in the Cabinet Commit-
tee on Security. Will the women leaders 
of  the BJP convince the Prime Minister to 
take affirmative action to give half  of  the 
population of India their right to become a 
part of  legislative institutions at all levels,” 
she asked.
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Liberian man detained for raping 
minor foster daughter
Monrovia, Oct. 24 (IANS/MAP):  A Liberian man 
was detained for allegedly raping his 15-year-old foster 
daughter.Mohammed S.B. Kamara, 48, a resident of  
Clara Town community in Monrovia, was arrested on 
October 18 based on a complaint filed by the victim’s 
mother. She alleged that her daughter was sexually 
abused by Kamara, her brother-in-law, while she was 
out on a business trip. The victim alleged that Kamara 
instructed her not to disclose the act to anyone.

Puerto Rico reopening some 
s c h o o l s  a f t e r  h u r r i c a n e 
devastation
San Juan, Oct. 24 (IANS):  Puerto Rican authorities 
will start reopening some public schools from 
Tuesday, a small step towards normalcy weeks after 
Hurricane Maria left a trail of  destruction across 
the US territory, the media reported.For some of  
the US territory’s 345,000 students, the resumption 
of  classes is a major step, reports CNN. Roughly 3 
million Puerto Ricans, or more than 80 per cent of  the 
island’s residents, still have no power. About a third 
of  households were without reliable drinking water.
Of the more than 1,100 public schools on the island, 
dozens were badly damaged, hundreds were serving 
as community centres and more than 70 others were 
being used to shelter families who lost their homes.
Hurricane Maria hit Puerto Rico on September 20. 
It caused damage estimated around $90 billion and 
killed 48 people.

US contemplates sanctions 
against Myanmar over Rohingya 
crisis.
Washington, Oct. 24 (IANS): The US was considering 
sanctions against Myanmar, particularly against its 
military, over the ongoing Rohingya crisis, according 
to a State Department statement.The statement issued 
on Monday expressed concern over the violence 
in Myanmar’s Rakhine state that has led to over 
600,000 Rohingya Muslims to flee to Bangladesh since 
August 25, reports Efe news.In Monday’s statement, 
the US said it is considering activating the Global 
Magnitsky Act that includes suspension of  visa and 
other sanctions on those responsible for human rights 
violations anywhere in the world.Meanwhile, the 
State Department has already withdrawn US aid to 
Myanmar military units in Rakhine, suspended visa 
exemptions of  top generals and former members 
and withdrew invitations to Army commanders to 
participate in activities in Washington.Earlier in 2017 
and weeks before he left office, former US President 
Barack Obama had lifted government sanctions 
against Myanmar citing substantial improvement in 
the human rights situation in the country.

Seoul airport plans to open 
plastic surgery clinic
Seoul, Oct. 24 (IANS):  Seoul’s Incheon international 
airport is planning to open a plastic surgery clinic 
in the transfer section, a decision that has sparked 
controversy regarding the risks involved in boarding 
a flight after undergoing such procedures.The 
project, which specifies that the transfer zone of  the 
new passenger terminal will host the 240-square-
metre aesthetic clinic, was denounced on Tuesday 
by parliamentarian Kang Hoon-sik of  the ruling 
Democratic Party, reports Efe news.Taking advantage 
of  the fame enjoyed by South Korean plastic surgery 
clinics, especially among citizens of  other Asian 
countries, the project seeks to attract more international 
stopovers in Incheon by allowing travellers to operate 
without even having to enter the country.Last year, 
medical tourism in South Korea grew by 22.7 per 
cent inter annually representing 364,000 travellers 
of  whom 11.3 per cent (some 48,000 tourists, mostly 
Chinese and Japanese) underwent cosmetic surgeries 
or dermatological treatments.

Singapore to freeze car numbers
Singapore, Oct. 24 (IANS):  Singapore authorities 
on Tuesday announced they will freeze the number 
of  vehicles on its roads from February 2018, the 
media reported.The Land Transport Authority 
(LTA) cited the scarcity of  land and public transport 
upgrades as reasons for the cap, reports the BBC.The 
densely populated country has strict policies aimed at 
limiting the number of  cars on its roads.As a result, 
car ownership rates are far lower in Singapore than 
in other countries.The cap applies to private cars 
and motorcycles but not to goods vehicles and buses, 
according to the LTA.Despite the government’s 
policies, there are nearly one million vehicles on 
Singapore’s roads. Just over 600,000 of  those are 
private and rental cars, including cars used by ride-
hailing services such as Uber and Grab.

PTI

After Mao, Xi is China’s
 most powerful leader 

European Council president 
suggests Brexit could be halted

ASEAN Defence Ministers 
launch hotline for quick response

Pak election body rejects Imran’’s 
plea against woman lawmaker 

NKorea’s nuke proliferation linkages must be probed — Sitharaman 

US secretary of state Tillerson in Pakistan on maiden visit 

‘US looks forward to completing Sea Guardian deal with India’

Trump awards Vietnam War veteran with highest military honour 

Beijing, Oct. 24 (IANS): 
The powerful Chinese 
Pres iden t  Xi  J inp ing 
on Tuesday entered the 
league of  China’s greats 
Mao Zedong and Deng 
Xiaoping as the Commu-
nist Party incorporated his 
political thought into its 
constitution.

On the last day of  the 
week-long 19th National 
Congress of  the Commu-
nist Party of China (CPC), 
nearly 2,300 delegates at 
the Soviet-style Great Hall 
approved to include Xi’s 
doctrine into the constitu-
tion which so far carried the 
philosophies of  only Mao 
and Deng. 

The move will take Xi’s 
stature to another level and 
give more ammo to his 
growing power in China’s 
closed politics. 

With the inclusion of  
“Thought on Socialism with 
Chinese Characteristics for a 
New Era”, Xi has surpassed 
veterans like Jiang Zemin 
and Hu Jintao. 

“The Congress unani-
mously agrees on Xi Jin-
ping’s ‘Thought on Socialism 
with Chinese Characteristics 
for a New Era’ in addition 
to Marxism-Leninism, Mao 
Zedong, Deng Theory,” the 

amendment to the constitu-
tion read. 

“The Congress urges all 
Party members to use the 
Thought to achieve unity in 
thinking and action, be more 
purposeful and determined 
in studying and applying it.” 

Xi has amassed power 
like no other leader after 
Mao and Deng in China. 

Last year, Xi was accord-
ed the title of “core” leader, 
a distinction given only to 
Mao, Deng and Jiang. 

This honorific puts Xi 
at the top of China’s inner 
ruling circle. 

Xi is one of  the seven 
members of  the Politburo 
Standing Committee, Chi-
na’s most powerful body. 

Five of the super seven 
are to retire due to the unof-
ficial retiring age of 68. Xi, 
64 and Chinese Premier Li 
Keqiang, 62, will stay on. 

It is to be seen who all 
are in, but it is speculated 
most of  them will be Xi 
loyalists. 

The composition of the 
Standing Committee will 
matter a lot to Xi’s growing 
clout. 

It is not known if  Xi 
will announce his successor 
when he retires as the party 
General Secretary in 2022 

when he turns 69. 
The retirement age of  

top political bodies of  the 
CPC is 68. 

“Domestically, it signi-
fies that Xi has no serious 
rivals and the system has 
a consensus behind him 
which is unusual even in a 
highly authoritarian state 
like China,” old-time China 
watcher David Kelly told 
IANS. 

However, Kelly says Xi 
cannot be compared to Mao. 

“I was a student here in 
the 1970s when Mao was 
still alive. Xi simply does not 
have the passionate belief. 

“Mao was almost a reli-
gious figure. Young people 
of that time, who had very 
limited exposure to the out-
side world, thought of him 
as almost supernatural.” 

Steve Tsang, Director 
SOAS China Institute, said 
Xi was yet to be tested. 

“Xi has not yet faced 
great challenges in the way 
Mao did, like the one over 
the Korean War, or Deng 
did in the form of  Tianan-
men protests of  1989,” 
Tsang told IANS. 

“Xi’s game is to make 
sure that he will not be so 
tested.” 

In a brief address to the 

party delegates, Xi said: 
“Our party shows strong, 
firm and vibrant leadership.”

“Our socialist system 
demonstrates great strength 
and vitality. The Chinese 
people and the Chinese 
nation embrace brilliant 
prospects.” 

Also on Tuesday, the 
CPC unveiled a new leader-
ship, electing the 19th Cen-
tral Committee to lead the 
party for the next five years. 

The 19th Central Com-
mittee will, in turn, elect the 
Political Bureau, the Stand-
ing Committee of the Politi-
cal Bureau and the General 
Secretary at its first plenary 
session on Wednesday, re-
ports Xinhua news agency. 

According to the Party 
Constitution, the highest 
leading body of  the CPC 
is the National Congress 
and the Central Commit-
tee it elects, and all con-
stituent organizations and 
members of  the Party are 
subordinate to the National 
Congress and the Central 
Committee. 

The number of delegates 
to the National Congress 
and the procedure govern-
ing their election shall be 
determined by the Central 
Committee.

Brussels, Oct. 24 (IANS):  
European Council Pres-
ident Donald Tusk on 
Tuesday said the future 
relationship between the 
UK and the European 
Union (EU) was depend-
ant on the former and sug-
gested that Brexit could be 
halted.

Speaking at the Eu-
ropean Par l iament  in 
Strasbourg, Tusk stressed 
the importance of  unity 
among the remaining 27 
EU member states irre-
spective of  which way 
negotiations go,reports 
Efe news.

“It is in fact up to Lon-
don how this will end: 
with a good deal, no deal 
or no Brexit,” said Tusk.

He said the bloc could 
take on “every scenario as 
long as we are not divided.”

It was not the first time 
since the Brexit process 
began that the top official 
has floated the possibil-
ity of  the UK remaining 
in the EU; he touched 
on it after an EU leaders 
summit in June, draw-
ing inspiration from John 

Lennon’s song “Imagine”.
Tusk had said that 

some of  his British friends 
had asked him if  Brexit 
was reversible and if  he 
could imagine the UK 
being part of  the bloc in 
the future.

He said that he had 
replied that the EU was 
“buil t  on dreams that 
seemed impossible  to 
achieve,” continuing: “So, 
who knows? You may say 
I’m a dreamer, but I am 
not the only one.”

In his speech on Tues-
day, the President of  the 
Council, which represents 
all the countries belonging 
to the EU, said he was an 
“incurable optimist”.

He ended his address 
on the future make-up of  
the European Parliament, 
faced with the prospect of  
the UK’s withdrawal, with 
British officials currently 
filling 73 of  the 750 seats.

“I take all the propos-
als seriously that have 
surfaced in this debate, 
they are all interesting 
and pro-European ideas,” 
he added.

Clark (Philippines), Oct. 
24 (IANS): The Defence 
Ministers of the ASEAN on 
Tuesday formally launched 
a hotline designed to pro-
vide quick response co-
operation in emergencies, 
especially in maritime op-
erations.

Formerly known as the 
ASEAN Direct Commu-
nications Link (ADI), the 
ADI is designed to allow the 
Defence Ministers to com-
municate instantly through 
secure hotline, Xinhua news 
agency reported.

A statement issued 
by the Association of  
Southeast Asian Nations 
(ASEAN) Defence Min-
isters said ADI “will fur-
ther foster cooperation and 
diffuse possible misunder-
standings among ASEAN 
member states”.

“One of the main char-

acteristics of  the ASEAN 
Defence Ministers’ Meeting 
(ADMM) and the ADMM-
PLus that we are proud 
of  is that these meetings 
go beyond the ministerial 
platforms for dialogue, and 
actually serve as mecha-
nisms for practical coop-
eration,” said Philippine 
Defence Secretary Delfin 
Lorenzana. 

Lorenzana chaired the 
two-day ADMM and the 
ADMM-Plus that ended on 
Tuesday. 

ASEAN groups Bru-
nei, Cambodia, Indonesia, 
Laos, Malaysia, Myanmar, 
the Philippines, Singapore, 
Thailand and Vietnam. 
ADMM-Plus includes 
ASEAN’s eight security 
partners - Australia, China, 
India, Japan, New Zealand, 
South Korea, Russia and 
the US.

Islamabad, Oct.24 (PTI): 
In a major blow to Imran 
Khan, Pakistan’s election 
commission today rejected 
a case filed by the cricketer-
turned-politician against a 
woman lawmaker seeking 
to disqualify her for violating 
party discipline.

In his complaint to the 
Election Commission of  
Pakistan (ECP), Khan, the 
Chairman of  the Pakistan 
Tehreek-i-Insaf (PTI) party 
had claimed that Ayesha 
Gulalai, a member of  the 
National Assembly had vio-
lated party laws and should 
be disqualified as a law-
maker.

The ECP in its short or-
der, announced the decision 
in favour of Gulalai by a 3-2 
majority of the five-member 
bench headed by the Chief  
Election Commissioner 
hearing Imran’s plea.

Imran had said that Gu-
lalai had abstained from 
voting for the PTI’s chosen 
candidate, Sheikh Rasheed, 
for the office of prime minis-
ter after the ouster of Nawaz 
Sharif on July 28.

 Gulalai ,  however, 
claimed that she had not 
participated in the vote due 
to an illness, but the PTI’s 
lawyer presented a record 
of television talk shows on 
which she had appeared at 
the time of  the session to 
speak about her decision to 
leave the party.

Gulalai, a lawmaker 
from South Waziristan, had 
parted ways with the PTI in 
August after levelling allega-
tions of  sexual harassment 
against its 65-year-old flam-
boyant chairman.She had 
also cited “ill-treatment” of  
women in the party as the 
reason behind her decision.

Manila, Oct. 24 (PTI):  In-
dia today sought a probe 
into North Korea’s nuclear 
proliferation linkages and 
demanded that those respon-
sible for it be held account-
able, in a veiled reference to 
Pakistan.

Nirmala Sitharaman, 
who is on her first foreign 

visit since taking over as 
India’s first woman defence 
minister last month, said 
here in the capital of  the 
Philippines that the nuclear 
and missile tests conducted 
by North Korea were in 
violation of its internation-
al commitments and have 
triggered serious concerns.

Islamabad, Oct. 24 (PTI):  US Sec-
retary of  State Rex Tillerson today 
arrived in Pakistan on a whirlwind 
visit to normalise bilateral ties strained 
after President Donald Trump accused 
the country of providing safe havens to 
terrorist groups.

Tillerson’s crucial visit to Is-
lamabad comes days after he made 
a major policy speech on America’s 
growing strategic relations with 
India and Trump’s move to offer 
a bigger say to India in war-torn 
Afghanistan.

During a surprise visit to Afghani-
stan yesterday, the top US diplomat in-
dicated that he will firmly tell Pakistan 
to stop providing safe havens to terror 
groups on its soil to improve bilateral 
ties.“We have made some very specific 
requests of Pakistan in order for them 
to take action to undermine the sup-
port that the Taliban receives and the 
other terrorist organisations receive in 
Pakistan,” he told reporters travelling 
with him at the Bagram Air Force Base 
in Afghanistan.

Islamabad needed to “take a clear-
eyed view of the situation that they are 
confronted with in terms of the number 

of terrorist organisations that find safe 
haven inside the country,” he said.

Tillerson is visiting Pakistan on the 
invitation of Foreign Minister Khawaja 
Muhammad Asif.During his four-hour 
stay here, he will also meet Prime 
Minister Shahid Khaqan Abbasi, Asif, 
and Army Chief General Qamar Javed 
Bajwa.

Tillerson’s visit to Islamabad marks 
the first by a senior member of  the 
Trump administration.Radio Paki-
stan reported that Pak-US relations, 
stability in Afghanistan and regional 
security issues will be discussed during 
the meetings.

Foreign Office sources said the 
discussions would focus on improv-
ing security and economic relations 
but “cooperation against militants 
would be prominent during talks”.
Tillerson’s visit is significant as it 
would clarify Trump’s policy and set 
a course for future Islamabad- Wash-
ington relations.

In August, Trump had unveiled his 
Afghanistan and South Asia policy in 
which he had hit out at Pakistan for 
providing safe havens to “agents of  
chaos” that kill Americans in Afghani-

stan and warned Islamabad that it has 
“much to lose” by harbouring terrorists.

Pakistan regularly denies that it 
hosts terror groups fighting the US and 
Afghan forces in Afghanistan.

Trump’s criticism led to further 
strain in US-Pakistan relations with a 
peeved Islamabad saying the president 
ignored its efforts in the war against ter-
rorism.But bilateral relations improved 
slightly after a meeting between Prime 
Minister Abbasi and Vice President 
Mike Pence on the sidelines of the UN 
General Assembly last month.Ties also 
improved after Pakistani troops rescued 
an American-Canadian family from 
militants who had held them captive 
for over five years.

There was another step forward 
when the Quadrilateral Coordination 
Group of  Afghanistan, China, Paki-
stan, and the US held its meeting last 
week in Oman after a hiatus of over a 
year to help start peace talks between 
Kabul and the Taliban.The US also 
met a major demand of Pakistan for ac-
tion against militants operating against 
it from Afghanistan when a drone 
strike killed the chief of Jamaatul Ah-
rar Umar Khalid Khurasani last week.

Washington, Oct. 24 (PTI):  The 
Trump administration is looking for-
ward to completing the deal for trans-
ferring unarmed Sea Guardian drones 
to India, a senior US official has said.

The major decision to sell un-
armed Sea Guardian drones was an-
nounced during the summit meeting 
between Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi and President Donald Trump 
on June 26.The US “looks forward to 
completing the deal for transferring 
Sea Guardian unmanned drones,” the 
official said.

The addition of 22 state-of-the-art 
unarmed drones to India would add to 
its Navy’s surveillance capabilities in 
the strategic Indian Ocean region.As 
part of India being designated as major 
defence partner, the Trump administra-
tion is taking additional steps to remove 
bureaucratic bottlenecks and accelerate 
the process of sale of high-tech defence 
equipment to India.The defence coop-
eration is only going to increase, the 
senior administration official said, add-
ing that this is based on fundamental 
understanding that interests of the two 

countries are now aligned.
This was the first major defence 

deal announced after India was des-
ignated as a major defence partner.

Vivek Lall, chief executive of US 
and international strategic develop-
ment at General Atomics, said sale of  
Sea Guardian drones is a significant 
step in cementing the US- India bilat-
eral defence relationship.To be sold at 
an estimated cost of  USD 2 billion, 
this would help create some 2,000 jobs 
in the US, he said.The Sea Guardian is 
a variant of the tested MQ-9 platform 
which allows for greater interoperabil-
ity with US and allied forces, Lall said 
adding that its use by the Indian Navy 
will also develop the country’s credible 
capabilities, which is significant for 
Indian maritime security and naval 
power projection.It is understood that 
this was not raised by Defence Minister 
Nirmala Sitharaman in her meeting 
with her US counterpart Jim Mattis 
during his visit to India last month.
According to an industry source, this 
“case is being actively considered” by 
the White House as a next step after the 

Guardian deal.
“As military aviation transforms 

globally to autonomous systems, US 
and India have a great opportunity to 
collaborate at the highest levels of tech-
nology and innovation,” the industry 
source said.

Last week, US Secretary of State 
Rex Tillerson had said that in keeping 
with India’s status as a major defence 
partner and their mutual interest in 
expanding maritime cooperation, the 
Trump administration has offered a 
menu of  defence options for India’s 
consideration, including the Guard-
ian UAV.“We value the role India can 
play in global security and stability and 
are prepared to ensure they have even 
greater capabilities,” Tillerson had said 
ahead of his visit to India.“

The proposals the US has put 
forward, including for Guardian 
UAVs, aircraft carrier technologies, 
the Future Vertical Lift programme, 
and F-18 and F-16 fighter aircraft, 
are all potential game changers for 
our commercial and defence coopera-
tion,” Tillerson said.

Washington, Oct.  24 
(IANS):  US President Don-
ald Trump awarded a Medal 
of  Honour, the country’s 
highest military decoration, 
to a veteran combat medic 
in the Vietnam War (1959-
1975), who took care of 60 
soldiers before worrying 
about his own injuries.

“This will enshrine him 
into the history of  our na-
tion,” Trump said on Mon-
day before awarding the 
prestigious award to retired 
Army Captain Gary Mike 
Rose, 69.Rose participated 
in “Operation Tailwind”, 
a covert mission that led a 
contingent of US troops into 
Laos in 1970, where they 
went into the enemy’s terri-
tory to cut off a supply route 
for North Vietnamese troops

The field medic and his 
unit had to “dodge bullets, 
dodge explosives” during 
the complicated mission, 
and after rescuing several 
of his teammates, Rose was 
injured by flying shrapnel 
which “left a gaping hole in 

Mike’s foot”, according to 
Trump.But Rose continued 
rescuing and treating more 
than 60 soldiers and “did 
not stop to eat, to sleep or 
even care for his own seri-
ous injury” for four days, 

until the helicopters arrived 
to rescue them, and once 
at the base he still refused 
to receive medical attention 
until after his colleagues did, 
the President said.

“Mike valiantly fought 

for the life of his comrades, 
even if  it meant the end of  
his own life. “Your will to 
endure, your love for your 
fellow soldier, your devotion 
to your country inspires us 
all,” Trump added.

North Korea has launched 
a series of ballistic missiles 
that potentially can strike the 
US mainland and recently 
conducted its largest ever 
underground nuclear explo-
sion, triggering a fresh round 
of sanctions on Pyongyang 
from the international com-
munity.

US President Donald 
Trump told the U N General 
Assembly last month that 
if  America was “forced to 
defend itself or its allies, we 
will have no choice but to to-
tally destroy North Korea.” 

Addressing the 4th 
ASEAN Defence Ministers’ 
meeting here, Sitharaman 
said India had criticised 
North Korea’s nuclear and 
missile tests.“India has de-
plored these tests. We re-
main concerned about the 
proliferation of nuclear and 
missile technologies which 
has adversely impacted In-
dia’s national security and 
that of the entire region,” she 

was quoted as saying by an 
official statement.“It is im-
portant that North Korea’s 
proliferation linkages are 
investigated and those who 
have supported its nuclear 
and missile programme are 
held accountable,” she said, 
in a veiled reference to Paki-
stan’s links with Pyongyang.

Pakistan had secretly 
supplied North Korea with 
nuclear enrichment tech-
nology when A Q Khan 
headed the country’s nucle-
ar programme.According 
to western media reports, 
Pakistan supplied vital 
machinery, drawings and 
technical advice to North 
Korea, allowing Pyongyang 
to enrich uranium as early 
as 2002.

Earlier, External Affairs 
Minister Sushma Swaraj 
had also raised India’s con-
cerns over North Korea’s 
nuclear proliferation and de-
manded that those responsi-
ble for it be held accountable.
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HILL STAR 
Movie Schedule
Hill Star is thrilled to announce its valued HillStarCinema 
fans that the hall is now live at BookMyShowIN You can 

now BUY tickets online! 

11 am, 5 pm: Secret 
Super Star (Hindi)

2 pm, 8 pm: Golmal 
Again (hindi)

A
ctor Matt Damon says he 
knew Hollywood producer 
Harvey Weinstein, ac-
cused of  sexual harassment 
by many actresses, was a 

womaniser, but was not aware that he 
was a predator.

“When people say like, ‘Everybody 
knew,’ Like, yeah, I knew he was an 
a**hole,” Damon told ABC News in 
a joint interview with actor George 
Clooney, reports variety.com.

“He was proud of  that. That’s how 
he carried himself. I knew he was a 
womaniser. I wouldn’t want to be mar-
ried to the guy. But this level of  criminal 
sexual predation is not something that I 
ever thought was going on. Absolutely 
not,” Damon added. 

Clooney said Weinstein talked to 
him about women he had affairs with 
though Clooney didn’t believe him.

“I didn’t really think that they were 
going to have affairs with Harvey, quite 
honestly. And clearly they didn’t. But 
the idea that this predator, this assaulter, 
was out there silencing women like that, 
it’s beyond infuriating,” Clooney said.

Damon worked with Weinstein on 
“Good Will Hunting”, the 1997 film 
that launched Damon’s career.

Damon said: “You had to spend 
about five minutes with him to know 

that he was a bully. He was intimidating. 
Miramax was the place, really the place, 
that was making great stuff  in the 1990s. 
And it was like, ‘Could you survive 
Harvey?’”

Damon said Weinstein’s “darkness” 
was done in private and he never saw it 
take place, reports variety.com.

“What makes something like this 
so horrific is that these are women and 
actresses who are pursuing their dreams. 
They’re doing everything right. And sud-
denly they found themselves alone with 
a predator,” Damon said.

Weinstein paid money to assistant  
to silence her
A British former assistant of  Hollywood 
producer Harvey Weinstein says she was 
paid $165,200 to keep quiet after accus-
ing the movie mogul of  sexual harass-
ment.

Zelda Perkins told Financial Times 
that she signed a non-disclosure agree-
ment in 1998 after making the accusa-
tions, reports bbc.com.

She said he asked her to give him 
massages and tried to pull her into bed, 
but she “was made to feel ashamed for 
disclosing his behaviour”.

Weinstein has denied any allegations 
of  non-consensual sex “unequivocally”.

The former assistant said she 

reported her allegations 
after a female colleague 
told her she had also been 
sexually harassed by the 
film producer.

The two women sub-
sequently sought damages 
and were awarded a sum 
of  $330,500, split equally, but 
also signed a non-disclosure 
agreement, prohibiting them 
from discussing the allegations.

By breaking the agreement, 
Perkins could be liable to repay 
the settlement, and potentially 
pay damages and other legal fees 
stipulated in the contract.

“I want to publicly break my 
non-disclosure agreement. Un-
less somebody does this there 
won’t be a debate about how 
egregious these agreements 
are and the amount of  
duress that victims 
are put under,” 
she said.

IANS

Miss Phek Audition 2017 
The Vogue Entertainment is organising Miss Phek 2017 and the 

audition will be held at Phek town on October 27, 2017 at DC 
G.A Guest House and Pfutsero Town at Mini Tourist Lodge at 11:00 
AM informed the organisers. 

Audition forms can be collected at Fit Well Store Phek and Life 
 Pfutsero. For more details one can contact organisers at 

8974788525/9089991138.

G
rammy Award 
winning singer 
Kelly Clarkson has 
admitted she con-
templated suicide 

after being forced to lose weight 
at the beginning of  her music 
career.

In an interview with At-
titude, the 35-year-old said the 
pressure to be thin for the sake 
of  her career made her “miser-
able”, reports dailymail.co.uk. 

“When I was really skinny, I 
wanted to kill myself,” Clarkson 
said. 

The “Because of  you” hit-
maker, who previously battled 
an eating disorder when she was 
in high school, told the maga-
zine that the period was a “very 
dark time” in her career. 

“I thought the only way out 
was quitting. I, like, wrecked my 
knees and my feet, because all I 
would do is put in headphones 
and run. I was at the gym all the 
time,” she added.

IANS

A
cclaimed actress Tabu says she enjoys 
essaying strong women characters on 
screen but she doesn’t want to limit her-
self  in the formula of  “women-oriented” 
movie.

She feels taking the responsibility of  a whole film 
could affect her creative mind. So, she is cautious with 
her choice at this point of  her career.

As ‘women-oriented’ films are changing the nar-
rative of  new age Indian cinema, why has she not ap-
peared in such films in recent times? Tabu said: “Now, 
taking a decision on films is not that black and white 
like earlier. 

“In the beginning of  my career, I have done many 
films where the tag of  ‘women-oriented’ film was 
not there... I chose the films because the character 
was substantial. 

“Now, if  producers and directors are coming 
to me with the formula of  ‘women-oriented’ 
films, with the idea of  putting the responsibility 
of  a film on my shoulder, I do not want to get 
stuck in there.

“The focus should be on my work, as in on 
my performance, not that I sell in this category 
of  film.”

Starting her career in 1980 with “Bazaar” with 
a small part, Tabu shared screen space with the 
iconic Dev Anand in “Hum Naujawan”. She also 
acted in films like “Vijaypath”, “Maachis”, 
“Kalapani”, “Border”, “Chandni 
Bar”, “Maqbool”, “The Name-
sake”, “Life of  Pi”, “Haider” 
and “Fitoor”. The actress has 
bagged six National Awards 
and received Padma Shri in 
2011.

Asked if  she ever gets a 
hangover of  her character off  the 
camera, Tabu said: “Well, yes. But 
the intensity depends on how much that char-
acter has impacted your mind. When I play a 
character, physically and mentally I go through 
a process. So it is obvious to get impacted.

“But some characters just stay back for 
long in my system. Like the one from ‘Hu Tu 
Tu’. That character was poles apart of  who I 
am. It was grey and later, it becomes totally 
dark. 

“Then, my characters in ‘Maqbool’, 
‘Haider’ or ‘The Namesake’... Those 
were so larger than life that they shook 
your equilibrium.”

But Tabu insists she is fun loving 
and always keen to explore the genre 
of  comedy films. After her latest 
“Golmaal Again”, she will be seen 
in Luv Ranjan’s upcoming rom-
com alongside Ajay Devgn.

Asked about her opinion on 
the comedy genre not being 
taken seriously in filmmaking, 
she said: “Yes, comedy is a 
genre has been taken with a 
pinch of  salt and it is good. 
You cannot take every 
genre of  films so seriously. 

“In fact, I think that 
is what reflects life... We 
should take life with a 
pinch of  salt, you can-
not be serious all the 
time, you need a break 
from a drudgery of  
life at times.”

IANS

According to variety.
com, he left the band 
during the recording of  
their second full-length 
“Antichrist Superstar” 
over creative differences. 
Helater sued the band 
for unpaid royalties. 

Putesky then worked 
with Jack Off  Jill, Kill 
Miss Pretty and his band 
Three Ton Gate. He was 
diagnosed with colon 
cancer in 2013.

IANS

G
uitarist Scott Putesky, who 
as Daisy Berkowitz was a 
founding member of  rock band 
Marilyn Manson, is dead after 
a battle with colon cancer. He 

was 49.
His death was announced by the Jack 

Off  Jill, an American band who Putesky 
often collaborated with, reports variety.com.

Singer Marilyn Manson also paid tribute 
to Putesky. “Scott Putesky and I made great 
music together,” Manson wrote on Insta-
gram. 

“We had our differences over the years, 
but I will always remember the good times 
more. Everyone should listen to ‘Man That 
You Fear’ in his honour. That was our 
favourite.”

Putesky and Manson met in Florida in 
the late 1980s and formed Marilyn Manson 
and the Spooky Kids. 

The group was signed by Nine Inch 
Nails’ Trent Reznor to his Nothing label in 
1993 and released its debut album “Portrait 
of  an American Family” the following year, 
along with “Smells Like Children”. 

L
ate popular comedian-actress Joan 
Rivers’ private letters from stars 
including Meryl Streep and Tom 
Hanks will be published in her new 
biography.

Rivers died in 2014 at the age of  81 after 
suffering a heart attack during a routine medi-
cal procedure.

Though Rivers rarely apologised for her 
acid tongue, fans will see a softer side to her in 
new book “Joan Rivers Confidential”, reports 
pagesix.com.

Written by Joan’s daughter Melissa Rivers 
and friend-and-publicist Scott Currie, “Joan 
Rivers Confidential” will feature private letters 
belonging to the “Fashion Police” star, sent by 
the likes of  Meryl Streep.

Streep and other celebrities including Tom 
Hanks, David Letterman and Bo Derek have 
given permission for their private letters to Riv-
ers to be published.

IANS
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Darrell Hair

Kamilla Ry er Juhl and Chris nna Pedersen

Heena Sidhu and Jitu Rai a er winning the 10m air pistol mixed team event on Tuesday.

PTI
M S Dhoni bats during a prac ce session ahead of the 2nd ODI cricket 
match against New Zealand, in Pune on Tuesday.

PTI
Hyderabadi tennis player Bhuvana Kalva is seen in ac on during the 
recently held Na onal Tennis Championship (October 2 to 14) at DLTA 
in New Delhi.

11
WADA to investigate claims of systematic doping in China

Former test umpire Hair guilty of stealing from employer

Shooters Rai, Sidhu 
win gold at World Cup

WAN to organise 
coaching cum 
selection

Djokovic, Wawrinka to return 
to action in Abu Dhabi

India aim to bounce back in 2nd ODI vs New Zealand

Danish badminton duo 
reveal their relationship

New Delh i ,  Oct .  24 
(IANS): Heena Sidhu and 
Jitu Rai gave the Indian 
campaign at the Inter-
national Shooting Sport 
Federation (ISSF) World 
Cup Final a golden start 
as they won the 10m air 
pistol mixed team event 
here on Tuesday.

Sidhu and Rai shot a 
total of  483.4 points in the 
five teams final. France 
took the silver with 481.1 
points while the bronze 

went to China (418.2).
The Indian pair made 

a strong comeback as they 
were at the third spot after 
the first two series of  five 
shots each. At that point, 
the French were at pole 
position followed by the 
Chinese.

But Heena and Rai 
picked up their game from 
the third series and steadi-
ly gained ground on their 
rivals.

Earlier, the Indians 

struggled at start of  the 
qualification rounds and 
took time to settle down 
before entering the final as 
table toppers. The quali-
fication round comprised 
four series of  10 shots 
each, with each shot of-
fering a maximum of  10 
points. 

Sidhu started the quali-
fication round with a series 
of  94/100. She scored 96, 
95 and 97 in the next three 
series to register a total of  

382 points. 
Rai scored 97, 96, 95 

and 97 for a total of  385 
points.

This the first time the 
mixed team events are 
being held officially at an 
ISSF World Cup.

The mixed team events 
were organised as test 
events at the World Cups 
held earlier this year and 
are scheduled to be includ-
ed for the first time at the 
Tokyo Olympics in 2020.

Pune, Oct. 24 (IANS): Af-
ter trailing 0-1 in the three 
match One-Day Interna-
tional (ODI) series, India 
will look to bounce back 
when the hosts take on a 
confident New Zealand in 
the second match at the 
Maharashtra Cricket As-
sociation Stadium here on 
Wednesday.

Despite a brilliant knock 
from the India skipper Virat 
Kohli (121), New Zealand’s 
Tom Latham and Ross Tay-
lor joined hands to hand 
their team a comprehensive 
six-wicket victory.

The duo contributed a 
200-run stand for the fourth 
wicket as the visitors over-
took India’s total of  280/8 
with six balls to spare.

Apart for Kohli and 
Dinesh Karthik (37) no 
other batsman rose to the 
occasion. Many experi-
enced players got a start but 
could not convert it into a 
big score.

Kohli also rued that the 
hosts fell 30 to 40 runs short 
and, in the coming match 
the hosts would like to im-
prove in that department.

In the bowling depart-

New Delhi, Oct. 24 (PTI): 
The trite script of  misogy-
nistic perception invari-
ably paints marriage as 
the be-all and end- all for 
Indian women. Walking 
away from this ‘holy bond’ 
is considered sacrilegious.

But some women are 
choosing to rewrite this 
jaded script and forge an 
all-new identity.

In 2013, Bhuvana Kalva 
was the new spark on In-
dian women’s tennis scene. 
She came out of  nowhere 
to win an ITF Futures (the 
entry-level tournaments for 
the pro tour) title at the age 
of  18, downing players of  
the calibre of Ankita Raina, 
who is now the country’s 
top singles player. But sud-
denly she disappeared and 
one was left wondering as to 
what became of the promis-
ing player.

In this year’s edition 
of  the Fenesta National 
Championship, Bhuvana, 
now 22, was back with her 
racquet and she had a tale to 
tell -- about adolescent infat-
uation going wrong and the 
subsequent rediscovery of  
self. At the age of 19, Bhu-
vana chose to go against the 
wishes of  her parents and 
get married. The marriage 
failed and she was soon 
locked in a divorce battle 
with her husband.

The case got over as 
quickly as the marriage it-
self  but her tennis career 
seemed all but over and she 

Belin, Oct. 24 (Reuters): 
The World Anti-Doping 
Agency (WADA) will in-
vestigate allegations by a 
retired physician that sys-
tematic doping took place 
in Chinese sport during the 
1980s and 1990s, the inter-
national anti-doping agency 
said in a statement. In a pro-
gramme on German chan-
nel ARD at the weekend, 
Xue Yinxian, who worked 
with several Chinese na-
tional teams, called for all 
medals awarded to the na-
tion’s athletes during that 
period to be withdrawn.

The 79-year-old, who 
made similar allegations 
in 2012, said “medals were 
showered in doping” and 
claimed around 10,000 
Chinese athletes had used 
banned substances.

Xue, who is claiming 
asylum in Germany, al-
leged that she was sacked 
after refusing to administer 
banned substances ahead of  
the 1988 Seoul Olympics.

“The Agency will en-
sure that, if  action is war-
ranted and feasible under 
the World Anti-Doping 
Code, the necessary and 
appropriate steps will be 
taken,” WADA said.

“As a first step, the 
Agency has asked its inde-
pendent Intelligence and 
Investigations (I&I) team 

to initiate an investigative 
process in order to collect 
and analyse available infor-
mation in coordination with 
external partners.”

Chinese athletes regu-
larly failed dope tests after 
the country returned to the 
Olympic fold in the early 
1980s but there was concert-
ed effort by the government 

to crack down on the use of  
banned substances ahead of  
the 2008 Beijing Olympics.

Russia’s athletics fed-
eration, Paralympic com-
mittee and anti-doping 
agency (RUSADA) remain 
suspended after reports 
commissioned by WADA 
alleged state-sponsored dop-
ing.

Odense, Oct. 24 (PTI): 
Out of the closet after eight 
years of  being in a rela-
tionship, Denmark’s world 
No.4 women’s doubles pair 
of Christinna Pedersen and 
Kamilla Rytter Juhl are 
hoping that playing bad-
minton wouldn’t become 
tough for them in countries 
like India, where homo-
sexuality is a taboo.

Pedersen and Juhl chose 
to reveal their relationship 
in a book, which details 
their journey in the sport.

“Me and Kamilla love 
playing in India. We are 
still the same badminton 
players, we won’t change 
anything, we won’t change 
how to act, or behave when 
we visit other countries, we 
are totally the same and I 
hope we are still respected 
and loved the way we have 
always been,” Pedersen told 
PTI in an interaction here.

Pedersen and Juhl are 
scheduled to compete in the 
upcoming Premier Badmin-
ton League, having been 
picked by different fran-
chises.

While Pedersen will 
play for Awadhe Warriors, 
Rytter Juhl will be turning 
up for Ahmedabad Smash 
Masters.

Homosexuality is still 
a criminal offence in India.

The pair is a multiple-
time European Champion-

Sydney,  Oct.  24 (Re-
uters): Former test cricket 
umpire Darrell Hair has 
been handed an 18-month 
good behaviour bond by 
an Australian court after 
pleading guilty to charges 
of  embezzling and steal-
ing money from a liquor 
store where he worked, 
local media reported on 
Tuesday.

The 65-year-old, who 
famously no-balled Sri 
Lanka spinner Muttiah 
Muralitharan for throw-
ing in a 1995 test, avoided 
a conviction after pay-
ing back the A$9,005.75 
($7,034.39) and writing 
letters of  apology to his 
employers.

Hair, who stood in 78 
tests from 1992 to 2008, 
said in a written submis-
s ion to Orange Local 
Court that he had been 
struggling with gambling 
addiction, the Sydney 
Morning Herald reported.

went into the oblivion.
Her dream of a success-

ful tennis career had gone 
bust before it could take 
flight.

This year, Bhuvana 
reached the women’s singles 
semifinals and was just one 
point away from a summit 
clash before caving in to 
Zeel Desai, the eventual 
runner-up.But her effort 
caught the attention of any 
in the Indian tennis fraterni-
ty and there is a buzz about 
the power of  her strokes. 
Now that the racquet is talk-
ing, it’s also stilled all other 

parables.
As the  es tabl ished 

names and younger players 
fell by the wayside, Bhuva-
na clung onto her self-belief  
to make semis.

What stood out were 
her fierce ground strokes.

So, just what makes her 
strike the ball so hard and 
go for the lines? 

“I follow one dictum: 
kill the opponent before she 
kills you! As such, I like to 
go for my shots, before she 
does,” Bhuvana told PTI in 
an interaction.

Does she feel mentally 

stronger, having faced tough 
personal times? 

“Yeah, exactly. I feel 
very strong now. I feel I can 
handle any situation and it’s 
my dad who pushed me to 
come back and play. I had 
stopped playing completely. 
All thanks to him, I feel 
stronger than before,” said 
the Hyderabadi.

She won’t talk much 
about her past but encap-
sulated her story in two 
sentences: “My world was 
only tennis. I did not know 
anything about the outside 
world and how it works.” 

Bhuvana revealed that 
it’s only been the last few 
weeks that she began taking 
the game seriously again.

“Right after I got out 
of that situation, since then 
he (her father) was push-
ing me. I thought about it 
and I came back. I was not 
100 percent in training (ini-
tially); I did it half-heartedly. 
So, after losing a few tour-
naments I again stopped 
playing. I was down mental-
ly and emotionally. I could 
not take losses anymore. 
But for the last two months, 
I am completely into it.” 

H e r  c o a c h  I l l y a s 
Ghouse, who has moulded 
many a national champi-
ons, said the biggest chal-
lenge for him was to get 
Bhuvana to regain her phys-
ical strength.

“There was zero mo-
tivation and she was not 
eating well.

There was no strength 
in her body to play even a 
full set. Even good players 
lose rhythm when they stop 
playing. As a teacher, you 
want to help these kids. I 
also have two daughters,” 
Ghouse said from Hyder-
abad.

“I even began to doubt 
if  she wants to do it. I was 
not sure if  she was ready to 
go through the grind. But 
she is now determined.” 

The hard work seems to 
be paying off.

“I did not expect to 
reach the semis. It was sur-
prising to me as well. I am 
more confident now. I feel I 
am not very far behind these 
players who are playing on 
the circuit. If  I work hard, I 
can catch up.” 

“I lost this match (semi-
final) but it feels great to be 
in form and competing with 
these players.” 

Bhuvana also spoke 
about her semifinal defeat 
against Zeel. She had a 
match point in the 12th 
game of  the final set but 
missed the chance to close 
it out and was blanked 0-7 
in tie-breaker.

“I got a little down after 
the match point. It was an 
easy forehand and I hit 
it into the net. I think my 
brain stopped thinking af-
ter that. I was completely 
blank in the tie-break. It’s 
been a very long time since 
I played such a long match. 
It was hard towards the end.

ships winner besides being 
runners-up in the World 
Championships in 2015.

“We have been writ-
ing a book where we tell 
everybody how it is to be 
a professional badminton 
player, how it is to be Ka-
milla and Christina on and 
off  the court.

“The book is in Dan-
ish and it will be written in 
English soon, so we told 
the media that we are also 
in a relationship,” Pedersen 
said.

The book, published in 
Danish, was launched early 
this month.

“We still love playing 
badminton in Asia, we love 
playing in India, Malaysia, 
Indonesia, China, Japan.

We love to travel there 

and play there. But we are 
afraid that some won’t re-
spect us, though we don’t 
know yet,” said Pedersen, 
who has won two bronze 
and a silver at the World 
Championship along with 
Juhl.

“We just hope every-
body will see us as badmin-
ton players that we have 
been for the last 10 years 
even though now they have 
an information about us. 
We still look forward to visit 
all the countries.” 

Pedersen and Juhl have 
been playing in India for 
the last few years and have 
made appearances at the In-
dia Open Super Series, Syed 
Modi International Grand 
Prix Gold and Premier Bad-
minton League.

As well as the Murali-
tharan row, Hair was one 
of  the umpires who sanc-
tioned Pakistan for ball 
tampering in the fourth 
test against England at 

the Oval in 2006, leading 
to the tourists refusing to 
play and the match being 
awarded to the hosts.

Hai r  was  removed 
from the test panel in the 

wake of  the incident but 
restored two years later 
after dropping a racial dis-
crimination suit against 
the International Cricket 
Council.

Dimapur, Oct. 24 (EMN): The 
Wushu Association of  Nagaland 
(WAN) in a press note stated that it 
will be conducting a coaching cum 
selection for the upcoming Nagaland 
Olympic games and national events. 
WAN has therefore requested all 
the affiliated associations and inter-
ested candidate to participate in the 
upcoming events to report before 
Oct. 28.
For more information one can con-
tact: 9612760987.

Abu Dhabi, Oct. 24 (Reuters): 
Former world number one Novak 
Djokovic and Switzerland’s Stan 
Wawrinka will return from lengthy 
injury breaks at the Mubadala 
Wor ld  Tennis  Championsh ip 
(MWTC) exhibition event in Abu 
Dhabi in December.

After a poor run of  form this 
year Djokovic retired from his 
Wimbledon quarter-final against 
Czech Tomas Berdych in July and 
the 30-year-old ended his season 
shortly afterwards due to a right 
elbow injury.

“The line-up is very strong as 

always and it will be the perfect way 
to make my comeback and begin the 
season. Abu Dhabi is an amazing 
place and this is going to be a great 
event for all of  the fans,” Djokovic 
told the tournament website.

Three-times grand slam winner 
Wawrinka did not defend his U.S. 
Open title this year and announced 
the end of  his season in August due 
to a knee injury.

“The fans are amazing there and 
the draw is as strong as always with 
a lot of  great players. My recovery 
is going well and I can’t wait to be 
back on court,” Wawrinka said.

ment, apart from medium-
pacer Hardik Pandya (1/46) 
no other player made the 
mark as they only managed 
to take four wickets. The 
spinners, who had done 
well against the Australians, 
also failed drastically.

India’s bowling coach 
Bharat Arun said to level 
the series is a challenge and 
the team is ready for it.

“We look at it as a big 
challenge right now. New 
Zealand competed excep-
tionally well, they had a 

fantastic partnership (in 
Mumbai) and they went on 
to win that game,” Bharat 
said.

“It is a bigger challenge 
for us to come back, we 
know we have our plans in 
place and it is a good testing 
ground for the team (on) 
how you come back from 
behind and do well in the 
series, he added. New Zea-
land, on the other hand, has 
ticked most of the boxes in 
the first match. Their top-or-
der batsmen clicked and the 

bowlers also did a good job. 
Experienced pacer Trent 
Boult (4/35) made his mark 
and the other bowlers sup-
ported him at the other end.

The visitors will now be 
aiming for a win again as it 
will give New Zealand their 
first bilateral series win in 
India, having lost all five 
preceding series while India 
will look to equalise.
Teams:
India: Rohit  Sharma, 
Shikhar Dhawan, Virat 
Kohli(captain), Kedar Jad-
hav, Dinesh Karthik, M.S. 
Dhoni (wicketkeeper), Har-
dik Pandya, Bhuvneshwar 
Kumar, Kuldeep Yadav, 
Jasprit Bumrah, Yuzvendra 
Chahal, Manish Pandey, 
Ajinkya Rahane, Shardul 
Thakur, Axar Patel, Mo-
hammed Siraj.
New Zealand: Martin Gup-
till, Colin Munro, Kane 
Williamson (captain), Ross 
Taylor, Tom Latham (wick-
etkeeper), Henry Nicholls, 
Colin de Grandhomme, 
Mitchell Santner, Adam 
Milne, Tim Southee, Trent 
Boult, Matt Henry, Glenn 
Phillips, George Worker, 
Tom Bruce, Ish Sodhi.
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Ronaldo named FIFA men's best player Kohima District Volleyball tournament from Nov. 25

LMSSOC: Ngangpong FC blanks Genesis FC Tuensang 3-0

Sharapova provides humanitarian 
aid to hurricane-hit Puerto Rico

Change in bat size will have an 
impact on the game – Dravid

BCCI set to pay huge compensation to Kochi Tuskers

KDVA members a er the general mee ng at DC Conference Hall, Kohima on Monday evening.

Maria Sharapova

Players of Ngangpong FC and Genesis FC, Tuensang in ac on on Tuesday.

Match in progress between Newsite FC (blue) and Chenloisho Students' Union during the first semi-final 
on Tuesday.

Brazilian football player Paulinho and others during a prac ce session ahead of their FIFA U-17 World 
Cup semi-final match against England, in Kolkata on Tuesday.

PTI

Portuguese soccer player Chris ano Ronaldo holds the Best FIFA Men's player award during The Best 
FIFA 2017 Awards at the Palladium Theatre in London on Monday.

AP/PTI

London, Oct. 24 (IANS): 
Real Madrid star Cristiano 
Ronaldo was named the 
men's player of the year at 
The Best FIFA Football 
Awards here.

The Real Madrid icon 
was chosen ahead of Brazil-
ian Neymar and Argentine 
Lionel Messi in recognition 
of  his achievements over 
the past year during a star-
studded function here on 
Monday night.

The Real Madrid for-
ward was also named in 
the FIFPro team of the year 
alongside clubmates Sergio 

Ramos, Marcelo, Luka Mo-
dric and Toni Kroos.

In the FIFPro team of  
the year, Juventus' Gianlu-
igi Buffon was selected as 
the goalkeeper, while Paris 
Saint Germain's Dani Alves 
and AC Milan's Leonardo 
Bonucci were picked in 
defence, along with Ma-
drid pair Sergio Ramos and 
Marcelo.

Madrid's Luka Modric 
and Toni Kroos were in-
cluded in midfield, together 
with Barcelona's Andres 
Iniesta. Buffon also won 
the best goalkeeper of  the 

year award ahead of fellow 
nominees Keylor Navas of  
Real Madrid and Manuel 
Neuer of Bayern Munich.

"I am very happy, for 
me it is a great honour to 
receive this award at my 
age," Buffon said.

"I think the last year has 
been a fantastic season for 
Juventus and for me per-
sonally. It wasn't enough to 
win in Europe and for this 
year I hope that we can play 
better and with the national 
team and Juventus," the 
39-year-old added. 

Arsenal striker Olivier 

Kohima, Oct. 24 (EMN): 
The 5th Open Kohima 
District Volleyball Cham-
pionship for both men and 
women will commence 
from Nov. 25-30th at the 
Kohima local ground. 
The tournament is been 
organised by Kohima 
District Volleyball As-
sociation (KDVA) under 
the theme "transcending 
through sports,"

This announcement 

was made during the gen-
eral meeting of  KDVA 
held at Deputy Commis-
sioner Conference Hall, 
Kohima on Monday eve-
ning and the total prize 
money of  Rs. 1.30 lakhs 
is set for the forthcoming 
edition. 

Interested teams with-
in Kohima district can 
collect the entry forms 
that will be made avail-
able soon at the three-

spor t  out le ts,  namely 
Sports World, main town 
Kohima, Star Sports at 
BOC and Northern Sports 
below CANSSEA Office 
Kohima. KDVA further 
informed that registration 
fee will be Rs. 3000 and 
the last date for submis-
sion of  forms is Nov. 20.

The season ticket is 
priced at Rs.300 and gal-
lery ticket at Rs 20 per 
head. Interested teams 

can contact 985656936 
9436276678 for further 
information.

Meanwhile, the or-
ganisers said that it will 
also select players from 
the participating teams 
for both men and women 
during the tournament to 
represent Kohima district 
for the forthcoming 1st 
Nagaland Olympics to be 
held in the month of  De-
cember at Dimapur.

Dimapur, Oct. 24 (EMN): 
In the first league match 
of  the day on Tuesday, 
Ngangpong FC, the de-
fending champion of  the 
last edition of  the same 
format defeated Genesis 
FC Tuensang 3-0. Ngang-
pong FC found their early 
breakthrough in the first 
half  through the boot of  
Hopong (jersey no. 12) 
in the 5th minute. In the 
second half, Ngangpong 
FC came back strongly 
causing maximum dam-
age to Genesis FC by scor-
ing two successive goals 
through Awangbo (jersey 
no. 7) in 32nd minute and 
Hori (jersey no. 9) in the 
60 + 1 minute.

A yellow card was 
awarded to Tsalipi (jersey 
no. 12) of  Genesis FC 
for foul play in the 25th 
minute.

In the second match 
of  the day, the spectators 
were thrilled by an excel-
lent display of  football 

Giroud won the FIFA Pus-
kas Award for goal of  the 
year.

O n  a c c e p t i n g  h i s 
award, Giroud said: "First 
of  all I have to say it's an 
honour for me.

"I'm delighted to re-
ceive this trophy today in 
front of legends of football. 
Now l'd just like to thank 
the people who voted for 
me. I would like to congrat-
ulate the 10 nominees who 
scored amazing goals too."

Real Madrid coach 
Zinedine Zidane was 
honoured as the top head 
coach. Zidane beat Italians 
Massimiliano Allegri (Ju-
ventus) and Antonio Conte 
(Chelsea), reports Efe news 
agency.

"Thank you very much, 
this is a very special hon-
our. I would like to thank 
all of my players who made 
this possible," Zidane said 
after his name was called.

The Frenchman re-
ceived the award from 
Claudio Ranieri, who won 
the trophy last year after 
steering his former club, 
Leicester City, to a surprise 
Premier League title in the 
2015-2016 season.

The 45-year-old Zidane 
took the helm at Real Ma-
drid in early 2016 and has 
already won a whopping 
seven titles so far, includ-
ing two UEFA Champions 
League crowns and a La 
Liga title.

match with a 1-1 draw 
between Hongpong FC 
Haak and Scavenger Hunt 
FC.

In the first half, Yim-
chumong (jersey no. 11) of  
Hongpong FC Haak drew 
the first successful conver-
sion in the 12th minute. 

Later on, the spirited Scav-
enger Hunt FC came back 
alive in the second half  
with an equaliser through 
the boot of  Kelep (jersey 
no. 7) in the 46th minute. 
Kelep of  Scavenger Hunt 
FC remains the highest 
scorer with 7 goals from 

3 matches in the ongoing 
Football tourney.
Wednesday’s matches
1st match - Donching Yang-
mei FC ‘B’ vs Unique Bulls 

FC at 12 noon
2nd match - Sunaki FC, 

Longra vs Sangzi FC at 1:30 
pm.

San Juan, Oct. 24 (IANS): 
Russian tennis star Maria 
Sharapova has arrived in 
Puerto Rico to provide 
humanitarian assistance to 
the citizens affected by re-
cent hurricanes and wild-
fires. Sharapova and her 
fellow tennis player from 
Puerto Rico, Monica Puig 
on Monday visited San 
Jorge Children's Hospital, 
bringing medical supplies. 
The tennis players deliv-
ered humanitarian aid in 
Loiza, a small town on 
the north-eastern coast of  
Puerto Rico, reports Tass 
news agency.

"Thousands of  sup-
plies handed out in Loi-
za. 1,250 cooking stoves, 
3,000 propane cylinders 
for the stoves, 1,000 solar 
powered lamps," Sharapo-
va wrote on her Twitter 
page.

Puig also tweeted: 

Kolkata, Oct. 24 (IANS): 
Both Brazil and England 
on Tuesday made light of  
the last-minute logistical 
alterations that were made 
for their FIFA U-17 semi-
final due to poor pitch con-
ditions in Guwahati, saying 
they are happy to play in 
a World Cup and nothing 
else matters to them.

The marquee clash was 
originally supposed to take 
place at the Indira Gan-
dhi Athletic Stadium in 
Guwahati but incessant 
rain forced FIFA to shift 
the game to Kolkata's Vi-
vekananda Yuba Bharati 
Krirangan which will also 
host the final on Saturday.

"The only thing is that 
we are happy to play in a 
World Cup and in front of  
you all. We won't change 
our humour whatever hap-
pens in this competition. 

The worst would be 
Brazil not playing in a 
World Cup than shifting 
the venue," Brazil coach 
Carlos Amadeu told re-

Dimapur, Oct. 24 (EMN): 
In the first semi-final be-
tween Chenloishu Stu-
dents Union and New Site 
FC on Tuesday, the match 
ended in a 1-1 draw after 
the final whistle and the 
match had to be decided 
through a tie-breaker in 
which CSU won by 4-3.

The second semi-final 
between Unity Meinlong 
Club and Chila United 
also had to be decided 
through a tie-breaker af-
ter the match ended 0-0. 
Unity Meinlong Club won 
2-1 in the tie-breaker.

porters at the pre-match 
press conference.

"We don't have the pow-
er to influence FIFA. We 
were designated to play in 
Guwahati.

Then we were informed 
we have to play in Kolkata. 
We wanted to play in Gu-
wahati. But when we got 
there the match got shifted 
to Kolkata. 

"We are happy to play 
here again as you received 

us in a really good way. The 
crowd and grass are also 
reasons why we are happy," 
he added.

Brazil midfielder Victor 
Bobsin echoed his coach.

"Our expectations (from 
the crowd) are always the 
best. We expect (to play) a 
great game against them. 
Also playing here, I feel 
happy as the support was 
beautiful for us," he said.

The English have a 

similar take on the issue. 
Despite the last minute de-
cision to shift the semi-final 
from Guwahati, England 
officials said their prepara-
tions were not hampered.

"We have not faced any 
problems due to last minute 
travel changes.

The players are well 
rested and ready to take 
the field tomorrow," an 
England team official told 
IANS on the sidelines of  

New Delh i ,  Oct .  24 
(PTI ) :  For mer  Ind ia 
skipper Rahul Dravid 
on Tuesday said that the 
ICC's new Code of  Laws 
related to the thickness of  
bats to be restricted will 
have an impact on the 
game of  cricket.

Under the new rule, 
the thickness of  bats will 
be restricted to 108mm 
in width, 67mm in depth 
with 40mm edges in a bid 
to redress the balance be-
tween bat and ball.

"Yes, it (change in bat 
size) will have an impact. 
The results of  the games 
wi l l  show the  a f fec t . 
Though the change isn't 
very drastic as only few 
players use bats which 
do not come under new 
rules. It is a good deci-
sion," said Dravid.

The  fo r mer  r i gh t -
handed batsman, how-

ever, added that various 
factors come into play, 
besides the size of  the 
willow, which influence 
the overall game.

"It is also about the 
nature of  the pitch and 
the size of  the boundary 
that matter," said Dravid 
at an event, which was 
held to commemorate 
Indian women's skipper 
Mithali Raj and former 
captain Jhulan Goswami.

The  In t e r na t iona l 
Cricket Council (ICC) in-
troduced oodles of  chang-
es in the playing condi-
tions, with one of  them 
being related to the edge 
and thickness of  a bat.

B a t s m e n  l i k e  D a -
vid Warner will now be 
forced to change his bat 
so as to comply with the 
new rules.

Asked  whether  he 
would look to coach the 

Indian women's team in 
future, the current India 
A and U-19 coach opined 
that women already have 
the best support staff.

Dur ing  the  even t , 
Mithali Raj also shared 
experiences of  her child-
hood days and her cricket-
ing career.

She spoke about the 
advantages  of  having 
women's  IPL, saying: 
"Yes, it is a good idea. It 
will lead to having a big 
pool of  players and will 
give a push to the do-
mestic and international 
cricket." 

Mithali, meanwhile, 
lamented that she and her 
teammates do not have 
any visuals of  the finals 
of  2005 Women's World 
Cup, where she led India 
against Belinda Clark's 
Australia at Centurion, 
though in a losing cause.

New Delhi, Oct, 24 (PTI): 
The BCCI is set to pay 
a huge compensation of  
more than Rs 800 crore to 
disbanded IPL franchise 
Kochi Tuskers Kerala for 
terminating their contract 
in 2011.

"Kochi Tuskers has de-
manded Rs 850 crore as 
compensation. Today we 
discussed the matter at IPL 
GC meeting and we will 
now place the matter before 
general body. Let them take 
a call but obviously some 
negotiations are needed," 
IPL chairman Rajiv Shukla 
said after the meeting.

Kochi Tuskers owners 
in 2015 had won an arbi-
tration challenging BCCI 
decision to encash bank 
guarantee citing breach of  
contractual agreement. 

The RC Lahoti headed 
panel had directed BCCI 

to pay Rs 550 crore as com-
pensation with 18 percent 
annual penalty on failing 
to do so. For the past two 
years, BCCI was adamant 
in neither paying compen-
sation nor taking back the 
franchise in the IPL.

"We have to pay Kochi 
compensation. All legal op-
tions have been exhausted. 
Normally when arbitration 
decision goes against you, 
it will be stupid to move 
Supreme Court appealing 
against it. We have no op-
tion but question is how 
much," an influential IPL 
GC member told PTI after 
coming out of the meeting.

The decision to termi-
nate Kochi contract was 
taken by then BCCI Presi-
dent Shashank Manohar 
citing breach of  franchise 
agreement, something 
majority of  BCCI officials 

were against.
"It was one man's ob-

stinacy that is now costing 
us a bomb. Had Shashank 
not taken that decision, we 
could have worked our way 
out. "In fact, before Kochi 
went to arbitration, they 
had asked for a compensa-
tion of Rs 300 crore. Even 
then our officials showed 
arrogance and now we will 
be forced to shell out more 
than double," the angry 
official further added. The 
BCCI will be trying to ne-
gotiate and bring down the 
compensation to an opti-
mum level.

"Even then we will not 
be able to bring down to 
less than Rs 600 crore, I 
feel," said the official, who 
had been associated with 
the case.

Meanwhile in another 
development, the BCCI will 

be earning a token amount 
of Rs 5 lakh from Chennai 
Super Kings (CSK) as a 
part of  5 percent earnings 
from total valuation of  a 
franchise that transfers its 
ownership.

Chennai Super Kings 
is now under the wings 
of  Chennai Super Kings 
Company Limited (CSK-
CL) with India Cements 
transferring its shares to 
the newly formed limited 
company.

As per IPL rules, any 
transfer of  ownership will 
mean that BCCI will get 5 
percent of  the total valua-
tion.Accordingly, BCCI is 
expected to get Rs 5 lakh 
and senior officials are not 
amused.

"This is bizarre but true. 
We will get Rs 5 lakh but 
we are trying to take legal 
opinion," the official said.

their practice session here.
Asked whether the 

team trained in Guwahati 
on Monday or not, the offi-
cial said: "Yes the team did 
train in Guwahati. We flew 
in here around midnight 
yesterday."

In an official media 
release, FIFA said on Mon-
day: "Despite the great ef-
forts by all involved parties, 
including the authorities of  
Guwahati, to preserve the 
pitch, FIFA has taken this 
decision following consul-
tations with both teams in 
order to safeguard the play-
ers' health and to ensure the 
best playing conditions." 

England and Brazil are 
both hot favourites to win 
the crown owing to their 
red-hot form throughout 
the tournament.

This will be the third 
face-off  between the two 
nations in the tournament's 
history. While England 
triumphed 2-1 in South 
Korea in 2007, Brazil won 
1-0 in Chile in 2015.

"Maria, once again I can-
not thank you enough for 
all your help for my beauti-
ful Puerto Rico. Thank you 
for your love, friendship 
and support during this 
time. You definitely have 
a beautiful heart and soul.

"Together we helped 
the lives of  thousands of  

people today and this is 
just the beginning! Puerto 
Rico will come back bet-
ter and stronger from this! 
Thanks for helping me give 
them hope and a smile!"

Earlier, Sharapova said 
the money from the In-
ternet sales of  her own 
line of  sweets and choco-

lates would go to a charity 
fund to help the citizens 
of  Puerto Rico affected 
by Hurricanes Irma and 
Maria. The charity fund 
in Puerto Rico was estab-
lished by Puig.

Hurricane Maria hit 
Puerto Rico on September 
20, with destructive winds 
and heavy rainfall, trigger-
ing massive floods what 
led to shortages of  food, 
drinking water and fuel.

According to Moody's 
Analytics, the damage 
from the disaster may 
reach up to $95 billion.

Earlier, Puerto Rico 
had been damaged by 
Hurricane Irma, one of  
the strongest storms ever 
recorded in the Atlantic. 
The hurricane destroyed 
the infrastructure in the 
country, which is battling 
its way through a severe 
economic crisis.


