
NPF leaders seen here during their sit-in protest near the Civil Secretariat at Kohima town on Monday.
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While media access to the second-round of talks between RN Ravi and the working committee of six NNPGs held today at Chumoukedima 
was restricted, photographers were allowed to take pictures before the formal talks. Seen here in the picture are Ravi and members of the 
working committee. 
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A section of the crowd, in Naga traditional colours, attending the reception for RN Ravi, India’s 
interlocutor for the Naga peace talks, at the Dimapur Airport on Monday Oct.23.
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Staff Reporter
Dimapur, Oct. 23 (EMN): 
The government of  In-
dia’s interlocutor for the 
Naga peace talks RN Ravi 
on Monday urged Naga 
community organisations 
“representing the grass-
roots people” to convince 
the NSCN (K) to join the 
Indo-Naga talks–just as 
they succeeded in uniting, 
as well as bringing to the 
negotiation table six Naga 
political groups.

This task of  bringing 
the NSCN (K) to the nego-
tiation table, besides ensur-
ing that the newly-stitched 
unity among the six 
NNPGs continues, is the 
“greater role” of  the Naga 
organisations, according 
to Ravi. He was address-
ing representatives of  at 
least 20 Naga community 
organisations during an 
event which, according 
to the organisers, was a 
“facilitation of  political 
negotiation between GoI 
and NNPGs working com-
mittee” at the Chumouke-
dima police complex. 

“You made possible 
what seemed impossible 
for long. You brought six 
groups together. The credit 
goes to you. And no or-
ganisation in today’s world 
can ignore the voice of  the 
people. You made it hap-
pen and I must profusely 
thank you. 

I have a request to all 
of  you. You have made it 
happen, the beginning has 
been made. You must en-
sure that the unity contin-
ues and those who are left 

Quality is everyone's 
responsibility. 

~ W. Edwards Deming

 ‘X-Men’ actress cites Hollywood’s 
sexism for exit from franchise | P10

 Sachin Pilot, Congress 
leaders detained during march 

against ordinance  | P8

Alleges threat to speaker, doublespeak on ties with BJP

Hamilton wins U.S. GP but 
made to wait for title |  P11
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"Woohooo I don't have aadhar 
card... I'm not a supporter of 

the cause!"

~ Arien

NSCN (K) completes ‘inclusiveness,’ Ravi tells Naga tribes

Lady stabbed to death 
in broad daylight 

Rio-led NPF says rival group is being desperate

NLA speaker responds: 
Appeals to call off protest

NPF youth wing’s indefinite dharna commences

Accused in Doulo 
case arrested

Lotha Hoho to organise rally 

out, they also become part 
of  it,” said Ravi. 

Even when the NSCN 
(K), in 2015, unilaterally 
abrogated the ceasefire 
agreement, Ravi said that 
his “sincere wish” was to 
bring the group to the ne-
gotiation table. “... (Even 
now) as an interlocutor I 
maintain my position that 
I would love to include 
them also.”

He suggested also that 
the Naga community or-
ganisations have a role 
to play in convincing the 
Naga political groups to be 
realistic. “We must strike a 
balance between our mem-
ories, which are quite bit-
ter, and our dreams which 
we like to be brighter.” 

According to Ravi, “...
We can’t leave anyone out 
of  the (peace) process.” 
The Naga solution, he 
said, must have the wid-

est possible acceptance of  
the Naga people. While 
admitting that cent-per-
cent satisfaction of  all in 
concern was not possible, 
he asserted that ‘We must 
strive to the best of  our 
ability to make it happen.’

“Government of  In-
dia, we all know, has its 
own limitations. It has 
certain red lines which is 
(sic) beyond it. Whoso-
ever be the prime minister, 
whosoever be the leader, 
he or she is bound by the 
system. Those limitations 
are something which is 
beyond the government. 
So within this limitation 
we should be able to get 
the maximum possible for 
the Naga people. It must 
be honourable not only 
in appearance but in sub-
stance.”

Ravi recalled how in 
2014, right after being ap-

pointed as the government 
of  India’s interlocutor, 
Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi had made plain his 
government’s seriousness 
toward solving the Naga 
issue.    

“He told me: look 
Ravi, this is such a long 
standing unresolved prob-
lem. It’s an embarrass-
ment for a country like In-
dia that it has not resolved 
this issue for such a long 
time. Do your best and 
negotiate in a way that is 
a win for the Nagas in the 
best possible manner.”

This assertion, he said, 
means that it is “not a 
zero-sum game” in which 
a win for Nagas will rep-
resent loss to New Delhi. 
“If  the Nagas win, the 
government of  India wins 
as well. In that spirit we 
started the process.”

He spoke about how 

he had asked Modi to al-
low him to operate with 
freedom—without the 
bureaucratic pin-balling 
for which India is notori-
ous. “I requested him to 
give me the freedom that 
I would like to have–be-
cause you know the gov-
ernment of  India–it is a 
humongous body where 
decisions are not taken so 
easily. 

So I asked for free-
dom to carry forward the 
process the way I feel in 
my judgement is the right 
manner, of  course in con-
sultation with the prime 
minister. Of  course he 
said: yes, you go ahead. 
Modi is with you.” 

In a rare insight into 
what has still been a tight-
ly-kept process of  nego-
tiation, Ravi revealed that 
it was during his visit to 
Khonoma village to at-

Dimapur, Oct. 23 (EMN): The NPF 
party led by Neiphiu Rio on Monday 
hit back at the rival group led by Dr. 
Shürhozelie Liezietsu for misreading 
the ECI order and declaring that they  
were 'victorious' and were 'desperately 
trying to manipulate' when the ECI 
was yet to adjudicate the matter and 
directed both groups to try resolve the 
matter internally. 

"The Election Commission of  India 
(ECI) in good faith had directed both 
rival groups within NPF as per its order 
56/dispute/03/2017/PPS-II to settle 
disputes internally and that both may 
first exhaust the mechanism in the NPF 
party constitution until which ECI 

may not adjudicate the matter.  How-
ever, Dr. Shürhozelie Liezietsu and his 
men took this order as a tool and op-
portunity for media glitz and went viral  
blatantly projecting themselves as vic-
torious.  All we know is that the group 
has exhausted its midnight oil and all 
its energy, in its vain attempt to justify 
and  impress the general public through 
the media while desperately trying to 
manipulate every issue at hand," stated 
a press release issued by the by NPF's  
Press & Information Cell.

 The press and information cell in-
stead countered that  the ECI being an 
independent body did not intend to be 
"harsh" with any group but had instead 

accepted the fact  that the NPF party 
led by Neiphiu Rio as president enjoys 
the support of  "majority MLAS and 
majority central office bearers." It also 
stated that the ECI had taken note of  
the other group led by Dr. Shürhozelie 
Liezietsu that has only "10 MLAs out 
of  47 NPF MLA’s under its belt".

"We all know what democracy 
would mean in this case. Interesting-
ly, Yitachu in his comments on social 
media implied that ECI order was a fi-
nal judgment and that their scheduled 
General Convention on 22.11.2017 
would complete the ECI order. We all 
know what democracy would mean in 
this case," the press release stated fur-

ther. 
On the matter about the NPF chief  

whip, the press and information cell  
stated that the Liezietsu's group threat-
ened Speaker Imtiwapang inside his 
office demanding the recognition of  a 
new whip. 

"For reason best known only to Dr. 
Shurhozelie Liezietsu and his men, the 
beleaguered minority is acting rather 
weird lately going to the extent of  
threatening the speaker, Imtiwapang 
inside his office while demanding rec-
ognition of  Azo Nienu as Leader of  
NPF Legislature Party and Yitachu as 
NPF Chief  Whip," it stated.

More on Page 5

Dimapur, Oct. 23 (EMN): 
Following the launch of  an in-
definite dharna by the NPF's  
youth wing on Monday morn-
ing, demanding that the NLA 
speaker expedite decisions on 
various petitions pending in 
the state assembly, Speaker 
Dr. Imtiwapang Aier has clari-
fied the status of  the petitions.

In a statement issued this 
evening, Aier explained that 
the petition for disposal of  
‘Disqualification Petition’ 
within seven days received on 
September 25, had been dis-
posed of  with the ruling that 
the stipulation of  seven days 
for disposal time was only for 
specific cases where an MLA 
against whom disqualifica-
tion is sought; and had earlier 
asked for condonation and not 
for general petitions, which 
require procedure of  offering 
reasonable opportunity and 
time to the parties concerned.

“One of  the reasons for 
the pendency of  the dis-
qualification petition is the 
unfortunate demise of  the 
petitioner himself  (Kiyanilie 
Peseyie), which has literally 
rendered the proceedings in-
fructous in the legal parlance. 
However, petitions have been 
received for impleading Yita-
chu, MLA, as co-petitioner on 
03.10.2017 and also another 
fresh petition have (sic) been 
filed by Yitachu, MLA pray-
ing for disqualification of  36 
MLAs dated 06.10.2017. The 
said petitions are being exam-
ined and orders will be issued 
in accordance with the provi-

sions of  law, particularly the 
Members of  Nagaland Legis-
lative Assembly (Disqualifica-
tion on ground of  Defection) 
Rules, 2003 as soon as possi-
ble,” the speaker stated.

On the request for recog-
nizing Kuzholuzo Neinu as 
leader of  the NPF Legislature 
Party dated 31st July, 2017 
received on 07.08.2017, Aier 
said the matter was under ref-
erence for legal opinion.

With regard to the letter of  
NPF president Dr. Shurhoze-
lie Liezietsu appointing Yi-
tachu as chief  whip for the 
legislature party of  NPF,  the 
speaker stated that the letter 
was received on Oct. 16 and  
was under examination keep-
ing in view the developments 
in the Election Commission’s 
dealing with the party issue 
and the whip case registered 
as W.P.(C) NO. 138 (K)/ 2017 
filed by the petitioners them-
selves. 

Stating that he was ‘equal-
ly anxious’ to dispose all 
pending issues expeditiously 
and was in no way deliberate-
ly delaying the process except 
for the circumstances stated 
here, Aier assured that he will 
perform his duty in accord-
ance with the provisions of  
the law. 

Appealing not to be pres-
surized for hasty decision by 
anyone as decisions have seri-
ous bearings on the people the 
MLAs represent, the speaker 
has requested the NPF youth 
wing to “kindly call-off  the 
Dharna.” 

Our Correspondent
Kohima, Oct. 23 (EMN): Defy-
ing the district administration’s 
refusal to grant permission to 
holding an indefinite ‘peaceful 
dharna’ by the side of the Civil 
Secretariat gate in Kohima, the 
youth wing of the Dr. Shürhoze-
lie Liezietsu-led Naga People’s 
Front (NPF) launched its sit-in 
protest at said site on Monday 
morning, against the Speaker of  
Nagaland Legislative Assembly 
Dr. Imtiwapang Aier’s ‘inaction’ 
over several political issues.

NPF president Liezietsu and 
secretary general & MP Rajya 
Sabha KG Kenye, along with sev-
eral party MLAs and senior party 
functionaries joined the protest-
ing youth, daring the administra-
tion to arrest them for holding a 
peaceful and democratic agitation 
seeking early resolution to what it 
considered as gross violations of  
the Constitution of India.

The issues at hand are the 
cases of  the disqualification peti-
tions filed against 36 NPF legis-

lators who defied the whip issued 
by the Chief  Whip of  the party 
Kiyanilie Peseyie on July 21 last; 
recognition of  Kuzholuzo Nienu 
as the leader of  the NPF Legis-
lature Party in the Assembly; 
and recognition of  Yitachu as 
the new Chief  Whip of  the NPF 
party, which was necessitated af-
ter the demise of  Peseyie on Sep. 
27 last.

“It is not a warning but we 
want to make it clear that we 
don’t want anybody to threaten 
us, we don’t want anybody to 
stand on our way while we are 
fighting for the right of the Naga 
people. We will continue, and if  
they do not want us to continue 
this, let them come and arrest us. 
Let them arrest me first, I am pre-
pared,” Liezietsu said at the pro-
test site.

He questioned the letter is-
sued to him by the Deputy Com-
missioner Kohima conveying the 
decision of the government not to 
allow the dharna, citing the rea-
son to be ‘in the interest of public 

peace and tranquillity’ when the 
party had proposed for a ‘peace-
ful indefinite bandh, unless other-
wise provoked’.

Liezietsu asserted that the 
protest will continue indefinitely 
until justice was delivered and 
the protest will be peaceful, but 
warned that “if  anyone provokes, 
then the party will also give a 
befitting reply”. He also said the 
protest was a movement to up-
hold the sanctity of the Constitu-
tion of India.

Expressing doubt whether the 
central government was aware of  
the entire situation happening in 
Nagaland including the installa-
tion of unconstitutional govern-
ment, he alleged that few reckless 
and ambitious leaders may have 
misinterpreted the whole situa-
tion to the central government. 
He maintained that he had faith 
in the central government that it 
would not just blindly believe and 
continue to support illegal mat-
ters.

More on Page 5

tend a function organised 
by the Naga Students’ 
Federation that he could 
absorb different ‘perspec-
tives’ which ultimately 
made him to declare that 
the Naga peace process 
was an inclusive one. 

“Because I realised that 
a solution which does not 
resonate with the people at 
large will not be enduring. 
Naga political issue be-
longs to the Naga people. 
And so Naga people must 
be onboard. And we also 
understood that Naga is-
sue cannot be fragmented 
and we cannot have too 
many agreements with too 
many factions. 

“So we said there will 
be one peace process and 
one agreement. And that 

agreement will be com-
prehensive and that will be 
equal. Some people liked 
it, some people did not 
like it but our position was 
very clear”.

This prompted his se-
ries of  interactions with 
various Naga tribal bodies, 
Ravi said, “Because the 
government of  India can-
not be indifferent to the 
stakeholders. 

“It helped me a lot in 
understanding what Naga 
people want, what are 
their expectations, how 
deep is their sentiment of  
Naga rights, how hurt they 
are over what happened in 
the past and how hopeful 
they are of  a likely solu-
tion”. 

Ravi asserted that the 

‘fundamental mantra’ that 
drives his dealing with 
Naga people was the prin-
ciple of  equality and mu-
tual respect. Even now, he 
said, Modi keeps asking 
him about the status of  the 
talks. “I can see the urgen-
cy. We also don’t have the 
luxury of  dragging it on 
for years and years. So we 
must not waste time.”

Representatives of  20 
different organisations 
also spoke their views to 
Ravi. At the airport, the 
organisations conducted 
a ‘public reception’ for 
Ravi.

Later in the evening, 
Ravi held a close-door 
meeting, the second of  
its kind, with the working 
committee of  six NNPGS.   

Staff Reporter
Dimapur, Oct. 23 
(EMN): A lady, Alino 
Lotha Agarwal, wife of  
Rajesh Agarwal resid-
ing in Monbosti, Kar-
bianglong in Assam was 
stabbed to death by one 
Rupak Singh (47 yrs) on 
October 23 around 10:25 
AM.

According to Dimapur 
police, the accused com-
mitted the crime in broad 
daylight at New Market, 
opposite the CHSS in 
Dimapur. Eyewitness ac-

Dimapur, Oct. 23 (EMN): The 
accused in the attempt on the 
life of  the proprietor of  Kuda 
cold storage at 5th Mile Di-
mapur has been arrested by a 
Dimapur police special opera-
tion team on Oct. 23. 

According to the police, the 
team arrested one "capt.” Hek-
ato Chopy (34 yrs) s/o She-
vikhu of  Litsami village, Zbto 
P/A - Doyapur, Dimapur; a 
Aliet Haflongbar, (27 yrs) s/o 
late Opich of  Ganeshnagar vil-
lage, Doyapur, Dimapur. 

Along with them, an 
amount of  Rs. one lac., and a 
'camouflage shirt and  maga-
zine pouch' were also said to 
have been found in their pos-
session. 

During interrogation, the 
accused Hekato Chophy, who 
is a cadre of  the NSCN (K), 
has reportedly admitted to the 
act. On Sep. 18 L. Doulo, pro-
prietor of  Kuda Cold Storage 
at 5th Mile, was shot at. 

counts claim that the accused 
was seen running after her. The 
motive behind the murder is yet 
to be ascertained.

The accused is said to be a 
son of  one Oinam Imo Singh 
of  Pishumthong in West Im-
phal of  Manipur; and presently 
a resident of  Guwahati in As-
sam.

According to onlookers, the 
accused is said to have waved 
around the knife to ward off  
people who were trying to pin 
him down after the fatal inci-
dent. It has been confirmed that 
the victim was known to the 
accused. It may be added here   
that the incident is understood 
to have taken place in front of  
many witnesses as NL Road is 
one of  the busiest streets in Di-
mapur. The accused is said to 
be in police custody and a case 
registered at the women police 
station in Dimapur for further 
investigation.

A late update informed that 
the Lotha Hoho of  Dimapur 
will be organising a 'peaceful' 
rally protesting the murder,  
from 9 AM at the Deluxe Point 
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Teachers’ workshop begins at SM College
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Commissioner & Secretary M Patton administering the pledge to adopt LED lighting system at home and 
work place in Bhandari.

Pukhayi Sumi inspecting the flood affected area at Khuzama on Monday, Oct. 23.

Kuholi Chishi being felicitated during the inauguration 
programme at SM College on Monday, Oct. 23.

Student participants seen during the inter-school debate competition at Hollotoli School, Dimapur. 

Kronu addressing the NSUG annual freshers’ meet.

The Japfüphiki Baptist Khriesarüü Krotho, a youth organization of Baptist churches of 14 villages of Southern Angami region, organised a choral 
competition on Oct. 22 at Kigwema Baptist Church. Seen in the photograph is the Kidima Baptist youth choir, the winner of the competition.

DUCCF informs colony chairmen
The Dimapur Urban Council Chairmen Federation 
(DUCCF) has informed all colony chairmen under DUCCF 
to attend the meeting convened by Dimapur Municipal 
Council (DMC) and Medical department tackle the spread 
of dengue, on Oct. 25, 11 a.m. at Town Hall, Dimapur. 

WCMA to hold general conference
The Western Chakhesang Mothers’ Association (WCMA) 
will be holding general conference, under the theme 
“Be inspired for change” on Oct. 27, with Dan chairman 
and NPF legislator party leader, Kuzholuzo Nienu as chief 
guest. Guest speakers chairperson, NSWC Sano Vamuzo 
will be speaking on the theme while NJS chief judical 
magistrate, Kiphire, Mezivolu TTherieh on women’s legal 
rights. 

NPCSD executive meeting 
Nagaland Pradesh Congress Seva Dal (NPCSD) has 
convened an executive meeting on Oct. 25, 11 a.m. at DCC 
office, Dimapur, with regard to Vice President All India 
Congress Committee Rahul Gandhi’s visit to Nagaland. All 
executive members of Seva Dal are requested to attend 
the meeting positively.

NEWs iN BriEf

DoSE notifies schools on Swachh Vidyalaya Puraskar

Hollotoli invitational inter-school debate held

DDMA Kohima extend relief to 
Khuzama flash-flood victims

WeAther ForeCAst in other DistriCts 
Max Min DP rh rF

WoKhA 16.2 15.4 15.5 98 18.8

ZBt 24 18 19.6 96 4

Mon 25 20 18.2 87 18.3

tUensAnG 19 17 17.3 89 27.1

MKG 23.2 17.4 17.2 84 47.4

PheK 25.2 16 17.5 92 6.4

KiPhire - - - - -

seChÜ ZUBZA 21 17 17.9 98 13.4

LonGLenG - - - - -

tseMinYU 19.4 18 19 96 3.8

JALUKie 21 17 16.8 82 5

MAnGKoLeMBA 23.4 20.4 21.7 95 4.4

*Dew Point (DP) *Relative Humidity (RH) * Rainfall (RF)

Source: Department of Soil & Water Conservation, Nagaland 

Dimapur, Oct. 23 (EMN):  
On Oct. 21, Bhandari town 
was declared as the first 
100% LED covered town 
under Wokha district and 
stated to be the second in 
Nagaland. 

The chief  guest of  the 
declaration programme, 
Commissioner & Sec-
retary M Patton in his 
speech said achieving 
100% LED covered status 
by the town was indeed a 
commendable day which 
is also a sign of  progress 
and development of  the 
sub-division. 

“Through scientific and 
research works mankind 
has progressed a long way 
and has reached a stage 
where we have the choice 
to use health friendly and 
energy efficient products 
such as LED lights which 
is a shift from the earlier 
use of  heat generating and 
energy consuming light-
ing systems and oil lamps 
in the olden days,” Patton 
added.

Power conservation, 
preservation of  energy, 
proper management as 
well as its sensible use 
is every one’s bounden 
responsibility not only to 
maintain our economy 
but to save ourselves from 
energy crisis which we are 
already experiencing, he 
said. Further, he said a big-

ger crisis in near future can 
be envisaged if  we neglect 
the issue of  saving power 
and energy today.

Secretary to Govern-
ment of  Nagaland and 
President Lotha Officers’ 
Association T Mhabe-
moYanthan, in his greet-
ings lauded Minister for 
Geology & Mining and 
Border Affairs Mmhonlu-
mo Kikon, for persuading 
the scheme with personal 
interest and for taking 
initiatives to bring it to 
the people’s doorstep by 

teaming up with the civil 
administration for imple-
mentation to the fullest.

He said if  implemen-
tation is carried out un-
der the supervision of  the 
civil administration the 
programme will succeed 
throughout the sub divi-
sion.

Stressing on interde-
pendence of  man, eco-sys-
tem and environment, he 
suggested that the people 
of  the town should plant at 
least 10,000 trees around 
their localities during the 

World Environment Day 
2018.

GB Longshi Odyuo ap-
pealed the Lotha Officers’ 
Association to continue in 
guiding and encouraging 
the younger generation 
to take pride and uphold 
the valuable age old tradi-
tions and customs of  the 
Lothas.

He lamented that many 
folklores,  handicrafts, 
hand woven products,  
tools and implements etc., 
which were passed down 
to by the forefathers were 

gradually diminishing. 
Therefore, he called upon 
the LOA to take steps to 
restore the disappearing 
legacies of  the forefathers. 
He also expressed concern 
over the ignorant of  the 
younger generation about 
traditional etiquettes or 
bindings.

Addit ional  Deputy 
Commissioner, Bhandari 
T Nchumbemo Odyuo, 
in his welcome address 
highlighted the implemen-
tation process of  the LED 
lighting system and sensiti-
sation programmes organ-
ised for the public. Besides 
street lights, the ADC in-
formed that 11,000 bulbs 
are procured for town and 
villages of  the sub-division 
and out of  which 131 bulbs 
were given free of  cost to 
the underprivileged sec-
tion of  the society. He also 
added that currently all 
together 513 households 
are covered. 

Others who spoke at the 
programme were SDPO 
Bhandari James Jami, 
member LLRPO Jungit-
hung Yanthan, and presi-
dents of  Mhankai Okho, 
ELoe Hoho Bhandari, and 
BTSU.

The attendees also 
pledged to adopt the LED 
lighting system at home 
and work place hence-
forth.

Dimapur, Oct. 23 (EMN): 
Deputy Commissioner & 
Chairman DDRC Dimapur 
Kesonyu Yhome has in-
formed that there will be 
assessment camp for the 
Persons with Disabilities 
(PwDs) by ALIMCO, Kan-
pur in collaboration with 
DDRC, Dimapur from Nov. 
1 to 3 in Dimapur. 

The camp will con-
ducted for those residing in 
Dimapur town colonies till 
Dhansiri Bridge on Nov. 1 
at DDRC, District Hospital, 
Dimapur; Purana Bazaar 
till Diphupar on Nov. 2 at 
Zion Hospital; and Sovima 
till Chumukedima on Nov. 
3 at Chumukedima Town 
Committee Hall. The time 
has been scheduled from 
9 a.m.

All PwDs will be exam-
ined and assessed regarding 
their nature of disability and 
the type of  aids and appli-
ances like crutches, wheel 
chairs etc. 

Those persons with visu-
al disabilities- only total blind 
(100 % blindness) patients, 
amputees (those without 
limbs)- only those without 
lower limbs can attend the 
camp, and other locomotors 
(physically handicaped), 
hearing and speech disabili-
ties and mental retardation- 
all categories with disability 
40% and above can attend 
the camp.

Selected PwDs will be 
provided the aids and appli-
ances during December to 
January 2018 free of cost, 

PwDs attending the as-
sessment camp have been 
asked to bring a photocopy 
of disability certificate, origi-
nal copy of income certifi-
cate (below Rs.15,000/- per 
month), photocopy of resi-
dential/ID proof- adhaar/
voter ID/ration card/any 
govt. ID card,  and passport 
size (4x5) photo (full body 
showing disabilities). 

For further queries on 

may contact the nodal of-
ficer for the camp, Dr. lml-
itemsu Ozukum, MD (PIR) 
i/c DDRC 9615777690).
Special drive: As directed by 
the Election Commission of  
India, Oct. 25 has been spe-
cially designated, to make 
special focus on registering 
and identifying Person with 
Disabilities (PwDs) voters in 
electoral roll. 

In this connection all 
BLOs shall visit house to 
house in their respective 
area to facilitate registration, 
and also identify the voters 
already included in the elec-
toral roll to record the type 
of disability like visual im-
pairment, speech and hear-
ing disability, locomotors 
disability and others in plain 
paper polling station-wise on 
the specified day. Such list 
shall be maintained in the 
database for facilitation of  
the aforementioned voters in 
the following ways:

They shall be given pref-
erence in obtaining facilities 
at polling station, voter as-
sistance centers, offices of  
DEOs/EROs and ROs etc., 
on any election related issues 
without waiting in queue. 

It has informed that they 
shall be provided priority 
voting along with pregnant 
women voters/lactating 
mothers on the day of poll. 
Basic information regarding 
election process like voter 
guide, voter slip and voter 
identity card, braille and sign 
language shall be prepared 
for visual and hearing im-
paired voters. Data of PwDs 
shall not figure in electoral 
roll or in any website of the 
Election department for 
privacy.

All stakeholders includ-
ing the disabled person or-
ganizations and partnering 
NGOs, BLOs, and district 
election machineries have 
been instructed to give their 
best services for the success 
of the special drive.

Dimapur, Oct. 23 (EMN): Minister 
Rural Development Rural Employ-
ment & Poverty Alleviation E E 
Pangteang expressed shock at the 
demise of  Yashikala Jamir, wife of  
NIJamir, mother of  Director of  RD 
Metsubo Jamir, and a grandmother 
of  Parliamentary Secretary Meren-
toshi R Jamir. 

In a condolence message, Pan-
gteang said Jamir was one of  the 
most distinguished citizen and a re-
markable woman who devoted her 
entire life as a mentor and motivator 
to her husband and family. 

“She was blessed with nine 
children and raised them all with 
an epitome of  hard work and dedi-
cation, which led them, stands all 
today. She personifies symbol of  
grace, strength and a peace all she 
endows them 97 years. Her won-
derful and gentle soul will forever 
remain in our hearts,” the message 
stated. 

At this hour of  bereavement, 
Pangteang and family conveyed 
heartfelt condolences to the family 
members and prayed that God Al-
mighty will give solace and peace to 
the departed soul.

D i m a p u r,  O c t .  2 3 
(EMN): A four day 
workshop on “Equip-
ping teachers for imple-
mentation of curriculum 
in peace studies” was 
inaugurated on Mon-
day, Oct. 23 by Direc-
tor Higher Education 
Kuholi Chishi at Sakus 
Mission College. 

The workshop is 
being initiated by the 

Center for Peace Stud-
ies, Madras Christian 
College (MCC), Chen-
nai, in partnership with 
United Board for Chris-
tian Higher Education 
in Asia and hosting by 
the Indigenous Research 
Centre of  Sakus Mission 
College.

A total of  20 faculty 
members from seven 
educational institutions 

Dimapur, Oct. 23 (EMN): 
The 2nd Hollotoli Invi-
tational Inter-School De-
bate on topic “Good fences 
make good neighbours” 
was held on Oct. 21 at Hol-
lotoli School. The debate 
was open to students of  
classes 9 to 12 from various 
schools. 

The judges for the day 
were assistant professors 
Dr.Maongkala Longchar, 
Khrienuo Angami, and 
Shuiching Konyak. The 
moderator of  the debate 
was Huka A Yeptho, head 
boy of  Hollotoli School.

T h e  p a r t i c i p a t i n g 
schools were Livingstone 
Foundation Higher Sec-
ondary School, Dimapur; 
Maple Tree School, Di-

Dimapur, Oct. 23 (EMN): 
The Dimapur Naga Youth 
Front (DNYF) has strong-
ly condemned the killing 
of  Alino wife of  Rajesh 
Agarwal in broad daylight 

at Nyamo Lotha Road, 
Dimapur on Oct. 23. 

In a condemnation 
note The DNYF stated 
that such brutal act is alien 
to Naga society and every-

one should confront such 
act to make the society a 
save place.  The DNYF 
further called upon all 
citizens to condemn such 
act.

Dimapur, Oct. 23 (EMN): 
Minister for Environment, 
Forest and Climate Change 
Neiba Kronu graced that 
52nd Annual Fresher Meet 
of  Naga Students’ Union 
Guwahati on Oct. 21 at 
Guwahati.

Speaking at the event, 
the Kronu encouraged the 
students to be job giver 
and not job seekers. He 
advised them students to 

be dedicated, determined 
and manage time well its 
purpose.

President Naga Stu-
dents’ Union Shillong 
Vioka H Zhimomi and 
President Eastern Naga 
Students’ Union Guwahati 
Dekhingridi Sangtam also 
exhorted the gathering. 
NSUG president Viwotso 
Koza delivered presidential 
address.

Dimapur, Oct. 23 (EMN): 
The Department of School 
Education, (DoSE), State 
Mission Authority: Sarva 
Shiksha Abhiyan has in-
formed both government 
and private schools to par-
ticipate at the Swachh Vi-
dyalaya Puraskar event by 
registering online. It also in-
formed that concerned can 

register online till Oct. 31.
The details of  instruc-

tions and nominations can 
be accessed at (http:/mhrd.
gov.in—>Swachh Vidy-
alaya—>Swachh Vidya-
layaPuraskar 2017-18) or by 
downloading a mobile app, 
Swachh VidyalayaPuraskar 
2017-18. The mobile app 
can be downloaded from 

Google Play Store or Ap-
ple istore. The registration 
of  schools would be done 
with the U-DISE code of  
the School. 

The Swachh Vidya-
layaPuraskar was institut-
ed in the year 2016-17 by 
the Ministry of  Human 
Resource Development, 
Department of School Edu-

cation & Literary Govern-
ment of India to recognize, 
inspire and celebrate ex-
cellence in sanitation and 
hygiene practice in schools. 
The explicit purpose of the 
award is to honour schools 
that have undertaken signif-
icant steps towards fulfilling 
the mandate of the Swachh 
Vidyalaya Campaign.

Dimapur, Oct. 23 (EMN): 
The Distr ic t  Disaster 
Management Authority 
(DDMA) Kohima along 
with Advisor NSDMA and 
NSDMA Pukhayi Sumi, of-
ficials visited the flash-flood 
affected site at Khuzama on 
Oct. 23. 

During the visit, Pukhayi 
expressed empathy over the 

affected families who have 
been rendered homeless due 
to uncertainty of  natural 
calamity. He also informed 
that the department has ar-
ranged monetary reliefs to 
the affected house owners.

The team distributed 
relief  items to the affected 
families under the State 
Disaster Response Fund 

(SDRF) as per the SDRF 
norms. 

OSD, NSDMA Johnny 
Ruangmei also exhorted the 
community members gath-
ered at the incident site.

The chairman of  Khu-
zama Village Council ex-
pressed his gratitude to the 
visiting officials for their 
timely assistance and visit.

mapur ;  De lh i  Pub l i c 
School, Dimapur; Sainik 
School, Punglwa; Little 
Star Higher Secondary 
School, Dimapur; G. Rio 
School, Kohima; Army 

Public School, Rangapa-
har; Pranab Vidyapeeth 
Higher Secondary School, 
Dimapur,  S t .  Mar y ’s 
Higher Secondary School, 
Dimapur and Hollotoli 

School, Dimapur.
Army Public School, 

Rangapahar represented 
by Arshiya Mateen and 
Amanya Sharma won the 
coveted trophy. Delhi Pub-

lic School, Dimapur rep-
resented by Visale Khieya 
and Kivikali Yeptho and 
G. Rio School, Kohima 
represented by Nzan Ngul-
lie and S Bongai Panja 

were placed in the 1st and 
2nd runners-up while Wa-
pangienla S Longkumer of  
Hollotoli School was ad-
judged the best interjector 
of  the competition.

from the state are par-
ticipating in the work-
shop. 

The main resource 
persons for the work-
shop are from Principal 
MCC Dr. Alexander 
Jesudasan, Rev. Dr. 
John Prasad, Dr. R. Be-
linda, and Rev. Joshua 
Jayaseelan. Other local 
resource persons are Dr. 
Alum Longchari and 
Dr. Lanusangla Tzudir. 

 The organisers in a 
press release informed 
that the workshop aims 
to impart training for 
teachers from both secu-
lar and theological disci-
plines in contexts. The 
programme is designed 
to make a difference 
to the social reality of  
conflict situations by 
preparing academic in-
stitutions and faculty 
members to train the 
students to be peace 
makers. 
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Kezhokhoto Savi speaking at the clean election seminar in Kigwema 
on October 22.

ENSF members seen outside the directorate of school education during their agitation on October 23.

State

Kigwema Church organises clean election seminar

Landowners threaten to halt railway work

Dengue alert: Medical authorities issue advisory 

Nagas asked to revive values

ENSF calls off agitation

Talking to Eastern Mir-
ror at the premises of  the 
Directorate of  School of  
Education today, ENSF 
president, Sepili L Sang-
tam, said the federation has 
come up with their agita-
tion following the govern-
ment’s failure to deliver its 
notification dated January 
9, 2009.

W h i l e  i n f o r m i n g 
about the advertisement 
issued by the department 
of  School Education on 
October 21 in the local 
dailies, Sangtam said only 
36 posts including 23 posts 
for mathematics and 13 
posts for science had been 
advertised for the six tribes 
of  ENPO area. Whereas, 

he said, the total of vacan-
cies for the six tribes should 
be 53 posts.

The ENSF officials 
informed that the govern-
ment had failed to furnish 
the post of  17 vacancies 
in the advertisement pub-
lished on October 21.

“Our demand is in line 
with the notification dated 
January 9, 2009. In staging 
the sit-in-protest, we are 
demanding from the de-
partment/government to 
publish it in advertisement 
the remaining 17 posts 
which have been left out in 
the earlier advertisement,” 
the ENSF president said 
adding that their demand 
is “nothing more than the 

notification and nothing 
less than the notification.”

ENSF general secre-
tary, Imtichoba Chang, 
while telling the govern-
ment to uphold the notifi-
cation, warned that the fed-
eration would not remain 
a silent spectator if  the 
government fails to look 
into their demand.

The ENSF officials 
also informed that the fed-
eration had met the chief  
minister, TR Zeliang, on 
October 4 last and also the 
minister for School Educa-
tion, Tokheho Yepthomi, 
couple of months back and 
apprised them about the 
notification dated January 
9, 2009.

Dimapur, Oct. 23 (EMN): 
The medical authorities 
of  Dimapur have issued 
an advisory to citizens to 
take precautions against 
what is understood to be 
an outbreak of  dengue in 
the commercial town, one 
of  the most polluted and 
unclean urban centres in 
Nagaland.  

The medical depart-
ment has appealed to the 
citizens to ‘take responsi-
bility’ and keep their sur-
roundings clean and dry. 
They are advised to wear 
clothing covering the whole 
body during the day.

Dr. K. Vikato Kinimi, 
chief  medical officer of  Di-
mapur, issued the advisory 

on Monday.
“These simple measures 

can assist the department in 
preventing and controlling 
the further spread of  den-
gue fever in the district,” 
the note explained.

“Do not panic if  your 
RDT Test (card test) for 
dengue is positive. Den-
gue can be confirmed only 
with ELISA test which is 
conducted free of  cost at 
the Sentinel Surveillance 
Site Laboratory (SSSL) at 
district hospital Dimapur,” 
the authorities stated.

Also, private laborato-
ries are requested not to 
declare card tests positive 
as dengue; they are to send 
the sample to SSSL for 
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Dimapur, Oct. 23 (EMN): 
With no official response even 
after lapsed of  two months sus-
pension of  the complete stop-
page of  the ongoing railway 
works, the affected villages’ 
GBs and landowners have de-
cided to serves a seven-day 
ultimatum on October 24 to 
expedite necessary action for 
review on discrepancies in the 
rates and resolve the matter so 
that the progress of  the work 
does not get hampered.

The decision to serve an ul-
timatum was taken in an emer-
gency meeting of the landown-
ers on October 22 at Shokhuvi 
village. The house resolved that 
the landowners would resume 
the complete stoppage of  the 
work with effect from Novem-
ber 1 indefinitely if  the con-
cerned authority fails to comply 
with its demand. It added that 
any untoward incident(s) arising 
out of the stoppage of the work 
would be solely held responsible 
by the government.

A joint press statement 
issued by GB Pimla Dohoi 
Sema, GB Dhansiripar Dejiraj 
Girisa, Chairman of  Razaphe 
Basa KK Rio, GB Zutovi Victo 
Sema, GB Sukhovi Vekuto, 
and GB Khemnok P Shingyu 
Khiamnungan stated that on 
the basis of  the outcome of  the 
joint meeting of  Rail authority, 
district authority and affected 
villages’ GBs and landowners 
held on August 18 in the DC’s 
office, the affected landowners 
of  the Rail project, Nagaland, 
the six villages viz. Dhansiripar, 
Pimla, Zutovi, Khemnok, Ra-
zaphe Basa and Shokhuvi, sus-
pended the protest stoppage of  
the work of  the Nagaland rail 
project with effect from August 
19 to give time to the authority 
for review of  the matter of  rail-
way  compensation paid to the 

Kohima, Oct. 23 (EMN): 
Pointing out that Naga 
values of  giving back to 
society is fast diminishing 
from society, legal advi-
sor of  Nagaland Baptist 
Church Council (NBCC) 
and advocate, Kezhokhoto 
Savi, stressed on the need to 
revive the good values that 
Nagas were once known 
for and urged the people to 
start thinking of  what they 
can contribute to society 
and not what the society 
can do for them.

Savi, who was the guest 
speaker at the day-long semi-
nar on clean election organ-
ised by the Kigwema Baptist 
Church (KBC) on October 
22 in the church premises 
stated that electioneering 
process in the State was 
marred with corruptions due 
to the selfishness of both the 
politicians and the people 
alike. Stating that wrong 
election procedures can frac-
tures the church and com-
munity, he underscored the 
dire need of clean elections 
in Naga society with the 
Church as the platform to 
start propagating for cleaner 
elections.

While candidates are 
often blamed, he stated the 
voters are also equally to be 
blamed adding even church 
leaders are found wanting 
during elections. He pointed 
out that votes are bartered 
not only for money but for 
employment for which back-
door appointments by politi-
cians have accumulated over 
the years.

He lamented that people 
have now come to expect 
their respective MLAs to 
find jobs for them or their 
children and no longer have 
regard for open competitive 
examinations. He also can-
didly stated that candidates, 
who declare to stand for 
clean election, were often 
victimised as people refuse 

to vote if they don’t get any 
sort of  personal gain from 
that particular candidate. 
On the part of  politicians, 
he said they often resort to 
wrongful means such as 
bribing and buying of votes 
with the sole objective to win 
to be in power. 

The speaker also main-
tained that politics is for 
building a nation and a so-
ciety and not for building in-
dividual interests nor a tool 
for acquiring assets. Towards 
this, he called upon all to 
get sincerely involved in the 
clean election campaign and 
start rebuilding the Naga 
society together.

During the programme 
some steps were suggested 
for promoting clean elections 
in the village level, including 
the NBCC propagated com-
mon platform for candidates 
to share their visions for 
their constituency where 
the public can also express 
their views and raise ques-
tions; the need for village 
councils to get involved in 
the clean election campaigns 
and initiate ways to curb 
unlawful electoral practices; 
inter-denominational dis-
cussions and awareness on 
clean election; to make clean 
election pledges a continu-
ous conversation.

Sitting MLA of  the 
Southern Angami-I con-
stituency, Vikho-o Yhoshü, 
who is from Kigwema vil-
lage, also attended the pro-
gramme and conveyed his 
appreciation to the church 
for coming up with the ini-
tiative. He expressed his be-
lief that the concept of clean 
election is for the general 
welfare of  the society and 
assured of his support to the 
movement.

Elders from the village 
also shared their views and 
expressed their support to-
wards the NBCC led clean 
election programme.

beneficiaries. 
However, despite fa-

vourable outcome of  the 
meeting and communica-
tion of  the Deputy Com-
missioner, Dimapur, to 
the higher ups followed by 
declared assurance of  the 
chief  minister during his 

tour to Mhaikam village 
rostrum/Gate inaugura-
tion, there has not been any 
official response even after 
more than two months 
of  the suspension of  the 
complete stoppage of  the 
ongoing works. 

Observing that nothing 

has been done as promised 
and forwarded, the affected 
landowners have decided 
to serve a seven-day ulti-
matum on the government 
failing which resolved to 
resume the complete stop-
page of  with work with 
effect from November 1.

Our Correspondent
Kohima, Oct. 23 (EMN): 
Eastern Naga Students’ Fed-
eration (ENSF) has called 
off  its agitation following 
assurance given by the prin-
cipal secretary of  School 
Education Department, FP 
Solo, this evening, to furnish 
in public the remaining 17 
posts.

Informing over the 
phone, ENSF secretary 
Chang said the principal 
secretary gave the assurance 
to the federation during their 
meeting held this evening at 
the latter’s office chamber.

Earlier in the morning, 
ENSF members staged a 
peaceful sit-in-protest at the 
office of the Directorate of  
School Education on Octo-
ber 23 demanding the state 
government to implement in 
letter and spirit the govern-
ment’s notification, dated 
January 9, 2009, concerning 
the education department.

It may be recalled that 
the government, in its 2009 
notification, had given the 
assurance to the federation 
that the posts meant for the 
six tribes of  ENPO area 
would be given to them at 
all cost.

confirmation.
“Fogging kills only 

one generation of  mos-
quitoes whereas mos-
quitoes hatch every day. 
Fogging is carried out 
during the early hours or 
late in the evening in the 
district which the public 
may not be aware of,” the 

note stated. To prevent 
and control dengue, it 
stated, fogging is not the 
only solution. 

‘The best way to pre-
vent and control dengue 
is by destroying mosquito 
breeding areas and pre-
venting mosquitoes from 
breeding,’ it added. 
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Committee to submit report 
to SC on border fencing 

Three companies qualify to 
build Meghalaya Assembly

Khandu’s tip to new civil servants—
Don’t give in to politicos’ pressure 

Manipur flood situation remains in few villagesDC staffs of KA supports state-wide protest 

Connectivity critical constraint for 
Arunachal progress, says Niti Aayog 

The three days 
state-wide strike 
opposes the 7th 
pay commission 
introduced by 
Assam govt.

Agartala, Oct. 23 (IANS): A com-
mittee set up by the Supreme Court 
to oversee the fencing work along 
the India-Bangladesh border and 
other issues would soon submit its 
report to the apex court about the 
intricacy of  the border issues, an 
official said here on Monday.

The three-member Supervisory 
Committee headed by retired IAS of-
ficer A.K. Mangotra visited the border 
areas of Meghalaya, Mizoram, Assam 
and is currently visiting Tripura.

“The Supervisory Committee 
would soon submit its report to the 
Supreme Court about the progress 
of  the works of  border fencing and 
related problems,” a senior official 
of  Tripura’s home department said.

He said: “The committee mem-
bers accompanied by senior BSF 
(Border Security Force) officials 
on Monday visited Tripura’s bor-
dering areas of  Sabroom, Belonia 
(southern Tripura) and Sonamura 
(in western Tripura) and talked to 

the district administration and other 
officials about the fencing work and 
other issues.”

South Tripura District Magis-
trate and Collector C.K. Jamatia 
told IANS over phone from Belonia 
that they have informed the com-
mittee about the 1.73 km undemar-
cated border popularly known as 
“Muhurichar” along the bordering 
sub-divisional town of  Belonia.

As part of  the implementation 
of  the Land Boundary Agreement 
of  1974 and its 2011 Protocol, India 
gave away to Bangladesh 110 of  the 
111 enclaves and received 51 en-
claves on July 31 midnight of  2015, 
but the talks over “Muhurichar” had 
remained inconclusive.

BSF’s Tripura frontier Inspec-
tor General S.R. Ojha, who ac-
companied the visiting committee 
members on Monday, said that 
of  the 856-km India-Bangladesh 
border with Tripura, around 21 km 
remained unfenced for numerous 

reasons and work is on to fence it.
The other members of  the Su-

pervisory Committee are former Di-
rector General of  BSF D.K. Pathak 
and former professor of  Gauhati 
University Abdul Mannan.

The Supreme Court while hear-
ing a matter relating to the fencing 
of  the India-Bangladesh border on 
July 31 constituted the committee 
headed by former Home Secretary 
G.K. Pillai and directed the com-
mittee to submit its report in three 
months. Subsequently, Pillai was 
replaced by A.K. Mangotra.

Five Indian states - West Bengal 
(2,216 km), Tripura (856 km), Meg-
halaya (443 km), Mizoram (318 km) 
and Assam (263 km) share a 4,096-
km border with Bangladesh.

The mountainous terrain, dense 
forests and other hindrances make 
the unfenced borders porous and 
vulnerable, enabling illegal immi-
grants and intruders to cross over 
without any hurdle.

Shillong, Oct. 23 (PTI): 
Three companies that 
have qualified to construct 
the Meghalaya Assembly 
building after technical 
evaluation and the finan-
cial bid will be opened 
later this week, Speaker A 
T Mondal said.

Meghalaya has been 
without a permanent as-
sembly building since 
2001 after the heritage 
edifice which housed it 
was gutted.

The high power com-
mittee under Mondal has 
identified and taken into 
possession an 80 acre 
plot at the New Shillong 
Township for building 
the new Assembly at an 
estimated cost of  Rs 141 
crore.

The three companies 
which have qualified are 
Shapoorji Pallonji, Sim-

plex Infrastructure Pri-
vate Limited and Shree 
Gautum Construction 
Company Limited, Mon-
dal said.

The high power com-
mittee gave its nod for 
the opening of  the fi-
nancial bid on October 
25 and the work would 
be allotted to the lowest 
bidder, he said.

“Once the lowest bid-
der is awarded the con-
tract and it is signed, we 
are hoping that the con-
struction work will start 
by the next month,” he 
said. 

The structural design 
of  the building has been 
done by Design Associate 
and was approved by IIT-
Roorkee. It is expected 
to withstand a cer tain 
amount of  seismic activ-
ity, Mondal added.

Our Correspondent
Imphal, Oct. 23: Even though water 
level of  some rivers showed a receding 
trend, the situation in flash flood hit low 
lying areas of  Manipur and those resid-
ing on the bank of  Iril River continued 
to be alarming on Monday. 

However, no cases of  any human 
casualty is being reported in the sixth 
day of  flood.

According to state water resources 
department sources, the water level of  
Iril and Thoubal rivers which primarily 
flows in Imphal East and Thoubal dis-
trict are on the rise even though water 
level of  major rivers including Imphal 
and Nambul are receding during the day.

As a result, the people residing at 
Naharup area in Imphal East district and 
Lilong area in Thoubal district are running 
from post to pillars to guard the riverbanks 
by using machineries and necessary mate-
rials to block the overflowing river water.

On the other hand some paddy fields 
in Imphal East district are also said to 

be inundated with Iril river water, report 
reaching here said.

An official of  state water resource 
Department’s control room when con-
tacted over the phone informed that the 
situation is expected to be improved 
once the rain stops in the upstream of  
these rivers. 

“No rainfall is recorded in Saikul 
area (upstream) in the last 24 hours 
against October 22 rainfall rate of  
28mm,”he said, adding that two out of  
five gates at the Ithai barrage have also 
been opened to release the water. 

Ithai barrage (35ft high dam) is a ma-
jor component of  a 105MW power and 
irrigation project in Manipur.

The situation in some localities under 
Keishamthong, Sagolband, Uripok and 
Thangmeiband constituencies has been 
improved after water level of  Nambul 
River recedes. However many places 
in Imphal area are still facing a gloomy 
situation due to lack of  proper drainage 
systems in their localities.

Our Correspondent 
Diphu, Oct.23: A three 
day strike called upon by 
the staff  of  Deputy Com-
missioner’s office in As-
sam towards the registration 
of  various demands began 
from today. 

Though the staffs of  
DC office Karbi Anglong 
attended the office, no 
work is said to have been 
carried out.The eight de-
mands provided by the DC 
office staff  of  Assam to 
the government of  Assam 
opposes the grade pay of  
the 7th pay commission 
introduced by state govern-
ment on the line of  Central 
government. 

Itanagar, Oct. 23 (PTI): Niti Aayog Vice 
Chairman Rajiv Kumar today cited con-
nectivity as the critical constraint for devel-
opment of  Arunachal Pradesh and urged 
the state to work on it with a proper vision 
and plan.

Kumar, who is on a visit to the state, held 
a meeting with the Chief Minister, Council 
of Ministers and top state government of-
ficials headed by the Chief Secretary.

Kumar is accompanied by Jitendra 
Kumar, Niti Aayog adviser for North East 
region, an official release said.

“I believe robust connectivity will solve 
all issues of the state and therefore, the state 
government with all its machinery, has to 
singularly focus on this issue together with 
Niti Aayog for a road forward,” Kumar said.

He asked the state government to consti-
tute a Task Force and evolve a white paper 
on how to go about dealing with this con-
straint in a time bound manner.

You need to have a clear-cut vision docu-
ment and a time bound action plan. We at 
Niti Aayog will bring all relevant ministries 
on the table and make a roadmap for Aru-

nachal Pradesh in this direction. Everything 
will follow once the issue of connectivity is 
resolved, he said.

Appreciating Chief  Minister Pema 
Khandu s proposal to host a regional con-
ference of the Niti Aayog to be attended by 
all the North Eastern states, Kumar said it 
would be a perfect platform for the states 
to put their respective white papers on their 
needs, priorities and the action plans to 
achieve these.

He advised that the white paper or action 
plan be based on the Prime Minister s New 
India Mission 2022 program.

You can call it as New Arunachal Mis-
sion 2022 that will give a concrete road map 
and its implementation in a time bound 
manner. This will sync with the Prime Min-
ister s vision for a new India by 2022 when 
development will take the shape of a mass 
movement and not remain confined to elites 
or governments, Kumar said.

Earlier, Development and Finance Com-
missioner Ashish Kundra made a power-
point presentation detailing the potentials 
and challenges before the state. 

Itanagar, Oct. 23 (PTI): 
Arunachal Pradesh Chief  
Minister Pema Khandu 
today advised the young 
c r o p  o f  A r u n a c h a l 
Pradesh Civil Service of-
ficers not to succumb to 
pressure from politicians 
if  they feel they are being 
used for wrong reasons 
while discharging duties.

He was addressing the 
inaugural session of  the 
induction training pro-
gramme for APCS of-
ficers of  2016 batch at 
Administrative Training 
Institute here, an official 
release said.

Khandu stressed that 
boldness must be the char-
acter of  an officer and 
they must be able to ad-
vise the politicians from 
committing wrong deeds.

Advising the officers 
not to let their mind get 
polluted, he said by be-
ing blind to politicians’ 
wrongdoings, the officers 
also become the facilitator 

of  corruption.
Since the government 

officials are the bridge 
between the government 
and the public, the chief  
minister advised them 
to become par t of  the 
solution and not be the 
problem.

He also advised them 
to frame rules that will 
ease the process to serve 
the public and not create 
hindrances for them in 
availing help.

Focusing on revenue 
sector, Khandu sought 
cooperation of  the young 
officers in harnessing the 
vast natural resources of  
the state.

He said due to con-
sistent efforts from the 
officials and the state gov-
ernment, the tourism de-
partment has registered 
10% growth this year.

He said the state gov-
ernment cannot forever 
depend on the Centre and 
urged the officials to play 

major role in develop-
ment efforts of  the state 
by reaching out to the 
people.

Informing on steps 
taken by the state govern-
ment for fair selection in 
government jobs, Khandu 
said keeping in view the 
aspirations of  the youths, 
recruitment process for all 
Group A & B have been 
handed over to Arunachal 
Pradesh Public Service 
Commission (APPSC) so 
that merit solely becomes 
the basis for selection.

The chief  minister 
also said as new districts 
are being created, more 
number of  vacancies in all 
category of  government 
posts are also coming up. 

To boost the morale 
of  civil service officers, 
he said the state govern-
ment has initiated award 
for excellence in public 
administration, which 
would be awarded every 
year on Civil Service Day.
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Every Sudoku has a unique solution that can be 
reached logically. Enter numbers into the blank 
spaces so that each row, column and 3x3 box 
contains the numbers 1 to 9.

solutions to CRossWoRD 1628

ACROSS
 1. Supervises interstate 

commerce
 4. A workplace for the conduct of 

scientific research
 7. Mollusk genus
 10. Vietnamese currency unit
 11. Individual Retirement 

Account
 12. 007’s creator
 13. Relating to the ocean depths 

from 4000 to 5000 meters
 15. Senior officer
 16. Transmitted by wire
 18. A stout rounded pole of wood 

or metal used to support 
rigging

 21. In a wise way
 24. Type genus of the family 

Lepadidae
 26. Place casually
 27. A name of God
 29. Woods
 30. Permits
 32. US, Latin America, Canada 

belong to
 34. Devices to eliminate mistakes
 38. Caliph
 39. Villain
 40. Express pleasure
 41. Supervises flying
 42. One and only
 43. Ultrahigh frequency 
 DOWN
 1. The federal agency that insures 

residential mortgages
 2. The bill in a restaurant
 3. Modestly or warily rejecting 

approaches or overtures
 4. __ Kudrow, actress
 5. People of the Middle East
 6. A narrative poem of popular 

origin
 7. Give cards incorrectly
 8. An edible tuberous root
 9. A collection of anecdotes 

about a person or place

 14. Write carelessly
 17. Emergence
 18. Skilled in deception or 

skillful in deceiving
 19. Round globular seed
 20. Inability to use or 

understand spoken 

language
 22. Lines per minute
 23. Affirmative 
 25. Superior in excellence, 

quality, or value
 28. Rumanian round dance
 31. Walking with your feet 

in water
 32. An awkward stupid 

person
 33. Flower petals
 35. Cologne
 36. Bravo! Bravo! Bravo!
 37. Superhigh frequency

solutions to suD0ku 1468

NewS iN Brief
Former Manipur minister ex-
pires
Our Correspondent
Imphal, Oct. 23: Former minister of  medical, forest 
and revenue department, government of  Manipur, 
Thoudam Krishna Singh expired on October 22 
around 11.50 am following an illness at JNIMS 
hospital. He was 86. He is survived by five sons and 
seven daughters. Krishna Singh became MLA from 
Thoubal constituency in the year 1980 and later 
became Cabinet Minister for Medical and Animal 
Husbandry. He won election for the second time in 
1990 and became cabinet minister for forest and rev-
enue. His last rites was conducted at his birthplace 
Thoudam Maning Leikai in Thoubal district.

In Mizoram, BJP urges Cong 
govt to deport illegal immi-
grants
Aizawl, Oct. 23 (PTI): The state unit of  the BJP 
today urged the Congress government in the state 
to detect and deport foreigners who have illegally 
entered the state from neighbouring countries.In a 
press statement issued here, the BJP said the joint 
secretary of  the Ministry of  Home Affairs, Dilip Ku-
mar, had on August 8 instructed the state chief  sec-
retary to immediately deport the “undocumented” 
immigrantsThe state government, however, failed to 
act on the instructions of  the Centre, it said.The BJP 
also accused the ruling party of  taking advantage of  
the illegal influx for strengthening its vote bank. The 
BJP would repatriate all illegal immigrants when it 
comes to power, the statement added.

Rhino dies in Pobitora Wildlife 
Sanctuary
Morigaon (Assam), Oct. 23 (PTI): An adult female 
rhino died in the Pobitora Wildlife Sanctuary in 
Morigaon district due to old age, a forest depart-
ment official said today.The rhino died last night 
near Cuplung forest camp in the sanctuary that has 
the highest density of  rhino population in only 16 sq 
km effective rhino habitat of  the 38.80 sq km park, 
Ashok Das, Ranger of  the Sanctuary, said.Stating 
that it was a natural death, Das said the rhino was 
suffering from old age ailments for the last one week. 
The carcass was buried inside the sanctuary, about 
48 km from Guwahati.

Rhino horn seized, four appre-
hended by police
Lakhimpur(Assam), Oct. 23 (PTI): A rhino horn 
was seized from four persons who were apprehended 
by the police in Lakhimpur district of  upper Assam 
today, police said.The horn is valued at Rs one lakh 
in the international market, the police said.Rhino 
horns are used in traditional medicine.A joint police 
team led by Laluk police station officer-in-charge Bi-
ren Baruah and Bongalmara police outpost in-charge 
Jun Pathory posed as customers and met the four fol-
lowing intelligence inputs from Biswanath Chariali 
in Biswanath district.They then apprehended the 
four from Bongalmora village and seized the rhino 
horn, the police said.

Imphal to host two-day Eastern 
Regional Writer’s meet 
Our Correspondent
Imphal, Oct. 23: Imphal is all set to host the two-
day Eastern Regional Writer’s meet from Tues-
day at Lamyanba Sanglen, Palace Compound, 
Imphal. The meet which will be jointly organised 
by Sahitya Akademi and Ashangba Communica-
tion, is expected to see participation of  eminent 
writer’s such as Santanu Kausik Baruah (Assa-
mese), Tamal Bandyopadhyay (Bengali), Deva 
Kanta Ramchiary (Bodo),Ramnaresh Singh 
(Maithili), Kalusingh Ranapaheli (Nepali), Sub-
hendu Mund (Odia), Badal Hembram (Santali), 
Reeta Baruah (Assamese), Nalini Bera (Bengali), 
Shyam Darihare (Maithili),Rajendra Dhakal 
(Nepali), Uthrisar Basumatary (Bodo), Anandini 
Devi (Manipuri), Jyoti Nanda (Odia) and Madan 
Mohan Soren (Santali).Eminent Manipuri writer 
and theatre director Ratan Thiyam will inau-
gurate the meet wherein Convener Gangadhar 
Hansdah of  Eastern Regional Board, Sahitya 
Akademi and Convener Ramkumar Mukho-
padhyay of  Bengali Advisory Board, Sahitya 
Akademi will deliver introductory speech and 
keynote address respectively.

Deserted view of DC office Karbi Anglong.

The DC office staff  said 
that their grade pay accord-
ing to the 7th pay commis-
sion should be equivalent 
with the staff  of State Sec-
retariat, Dispur. 

The agitating staffs 
lamented that the inter-
district transfer system by 
state government should 
be stoped while Head Peon 
and Head Processor posts 
should be created in all 

DC offices in the state.“In 
Diphu DC office has all to-
gether 140 staffs of  Grade 
III and IV who are sup-
porting to the state wide 
demonstration, we are also 
taking it up here. 

Asish Das, staff of DC, 
Diphu said.He said the three 
days strike will also be car-
ried out in Karbi Anglong 
in support to the State wide 
protest. 
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KBBB youth convention concludes

Messengers of clean election, KBBB youth at the bike rally flag off ceremony during KBBB youth convention in Mon town.

Colony residents interacting with Power department officials at Burma Camp Power House’s office.

Parliamentary Secretary, Art & Culture, Eshak Hessum Konyak with department officials and village leaders 
during the inauguration of Chamgai Loung baan in Longching on October 20.

NLA Speaker donates 
eagles to BTCBC

ASER survey training 
underway at NU, Kohima

Jaitley panel 
finalises launch date 
of Bharat-22 ETF

Colony residents demand power supply

Legislator inaugurates ‘Morung’ 
Rio-led NPF...

NPF youth wing’s...

Dimapur, Oct. 23 (EMN): 
The 63rd youth convention 
of  Konyak Baptist Bumei-
nok Bangjum (KBBB) was 
held from October 19 to 22 
at Mission Centre, Mon, 
on the theme “Youth for 
Christ and the church” 
wherein more than 2000 
delegates from 114 church-

es attended the event. 
During the programme, 

Convention Hall was dedi-
cated by Rev. Chemyuh, 
KBBB executive secretary, 
followed by opening cer-
emony presented by youth 
of  KBCM.

Nyamto  Wangsha , 
the outgoing principal 

of  KHSS, Mon, and Ya-
pang Longkumar, pas-
tor of  Covenant Baptist 
Church, Dimapur, were 
the main speakers. There 
were several competitions 
where youth participated 
to explore their talents. 
The items of  competition 
were painting, essay writ-

ing, scripture knowledge, 
quartet, Bible memory 
recitation with action etc. 
Singers like Mendan, final-
ist of  Naga Hindi Voice; 
Threnon, finalist of  Naga 
Orpheus Hunt; and Lang-
phong Hamnyei also per-
formed during the conven-
tion. 

Panel discussion on the 
topic ‘Clean election’ add-
ed flavour to the gathering 
which concluded with a 
grand bike rally under the 
banner “I am the messen-
ger of  clean election,” Flag 
off  service of  the bike rally 
was held at Mon Theo-
logical College campus on 

Dimapur, Oct. 23 (EMN): 
Speaker of  the Nagaland 
Legis la t ive  Assembly 
(NLA), Dr. Imtiwabang 
Aier has donated a pair of  
Eagles to Blyth’s Tragopan 
Conservation and Breeding 
Centre (BTCBC), Kohima.

BTCBC Of f icer  in 

charge, Keneikrul, informed 
that the bird has been kept 
in quarantine condition and 
would be allowed to interact 
with the existing stock after 
a specified time.

Meanwhile, BTCBC 
has expressed appreciation 
and gratitude to the donor.

Dimapur, Oct 23 (EMN): 
Besides intermittent power 
cuts in the last few days, 
five colonies namely Har-
alu Colony, Namgailong 
Colony, Power House 
Colony, New Colony, and 
Overbridge Colony are re-
ported reeling under com-
plete darkness as power 
supply to the colonies have 
been cut since October 
21.

The colony residents 
were reported suffering 
not only for lack of  elec-

tricity but also for want 
of  water as everyone rely 
on pumping of  ground 
water for daily use etc. It 
was reported that school 
children also could not 
study at night for lack of  
power supply. 

In the light of the above 
stated circumstances, the 
residents have requested 
the power department to 
take immediate action and 
mitigate their suffering 
without further delay.

The press release was 

Dimapur, Oct. 23 (EMN): A four-day 
Annual Status of  Education Report 
(ASER) survey training programme 
got underway on October 23 on the 
theme ‘Beyond Basics,’ focusing on 
the age group between 14-18 years at 
Department of  Education, Nagaland 
University, Kohima campus. The 
training programme was inaugurated 
by Pro Vice Chancellor, NU, Kohima 
campus, Prof. RC Gupta.

ASER Survey 2017, in partnership 
with Nagaland University, Depart-
ment of  Education, Kohima campus, 
will focus on older children (in the 
age group 14-18).The survey is spear-
headed by Pratham, one of  the largest 
NGOs working in the field of  educa-
tion in India. 

For the past several years ASER 
centres have been carrying out sur-
veys to generate outcome based 
annual reports on education with a 
focus on learning outcome and not 
just schooling inputs and provisions. 
ASER 2017 will use the tried and 
tested ASER methodology (sample 
based household survey, local par-
ticipation, simple tools) to explore a 
wider set of  domains with an older 
age group – those just beyond the 
elementary school age.

Pro-Vice Chancellor, NU, Prof. RC 
Gupta, speaking at the programme, 
lauded the Department of  Education 
for organising the important and path 
breaking training programme. 

Describing education as the back-
bone of  the country, Prof. Gupta said 
education is a relationship between 
a child and teacher. He added that 
when a teacher, child, book and pen 
come together, everything can be 
changed as desired. Stating that a 
nation cannot be destroyed when the 
education system is correct, he, there-
fore, said education system should be 
moved in the right direction. He said 
the teacher’s duty is to mould a child 
in the right direction.

Prof. Gupta stressed that univer-
sity has an important role to play 
to mould and recognise maximum 
utilisation of  the student’s talents. He 
said at the university level it becomes 
a refinery stage where the child can 
exhibit their potentials and excel in 
all fields. 

He also stressed on the impor-
tance of  conducting survey as 22% 
of  the children are dropout at this 
stage, while the percentage of  women 
dropouts are more. He added that 
the survey of  the age group 14-18 
will provide further feedback to the 

existing education system and how 
to improve and bring about changes. 
He wished the ASER team and par-
ticipants a very interesting session 
ahead.

Director of  ASER Centre, Delhi, 
Dr. SumanBhattacharjee, briefing the 
participants on ASER Survey 2017, 
said the four-day training will be a 
good learning opportunity for the stu-
dents and research scholars. She said 
that ASER works in collaboration 
with reputed universities and colleges 
in every state for the survey. 

She stated that survey is done all 
over India and go to around 500 rural 
areas in a year. She also expressed her 
appreciation to have partnered and 
involved Nagaland University, De-
partment of  Education, for the 2017 
survey in Nagaland.

Stressing on the importance of  
having local partners, Dr. Bhattach-
arjee said ASER Centre is a small 
organisation based in Delhi and it 
would be difficult to reach out to 
every part of  the country. The in-
volvement of  reputed local partners 
becomes very important for conduct-
ing and collecting accurate data, she 
added. Together with the involvement 
of  locals, universities and civil socie-
ties, students can act and resolve the 
issues and problem faced by the chil-
dren, she pointed. 

Dr. Bhattacharjee said during the 
four day training, ASER team will 
train them on the survey, tools, for-
mats and methods in the classroom 
and in field work. She expressed 
hope that the students and research 
scholars will learn from the training, 
and also during field survey about 
the problems faced by our children in 
school and colleges and help in bring-
ing about solution. 

After collection of  data and ana-
lysing the survey findings, workshop 
will be conducted next year and the 
team will deliberate on the findings 
and how to go about in the near fu-
ture, she informed. Dr. Suman also 
pointed that ASER’s main focus is 
not only on research but more on the 
outcome and changes it will bring 
about.

The programme was chaired by 
survey coordinator, Department of  
Education, NU, Narola Chuba, while 
Head of  Department of  Education, 
NU, delivered the welcome address. 
Students and research scholars of  
Education Department are partici-
pating in the four day long training 
programme.

New Delhi, Oct. 23 
(PTI): An inter-minis-
terial panel headed by 
Finance Minister Arun 
Jaitley today finalised 
the launch date and 
quantum of issuance of  
‘Bharat 22’ Exchange 
Traded Fund (ETF).

According to sourc-
es, Bharat-22 comprises 
of  22 scrips of  Public 
Sector Units, banks and 
those entities in which 
the government holds a 
minority stake.

It  is  l ikely to be 
launched next month 
after the launch of  IPO 
of New India Assurance, 
they said.

The Department of  
Investment and Pub-
lic Asset Management 
(DIPAM) today took 
the ministerial panel’s 
nod for tranche size and 
launch date, they said 
without sharing further 
details. Petroleum Min-
ister Dharmendra Prad-
han, Urban Development 
Minister Hardeep Singh 
Puri, Railway Minister 
Piyush Goyal and Pow-
er Minister R K Singh 
are among those on the 

panel. The state-owned 
companies or PSUs that 
will form part of the new 
ETF are ONGC, IOC, 
SBI, BPCL, Coal India 
and Nalco.

It also includes gov-
ernment’s strategic hold-
ing in Axis Bank, ITC 
and L&T held through 
SUUTI (Specified Un-
dertaking of  Unit Trust 
of India).

The other Central 
Public Sector Entities on 
the list are Bharat Elec-
tronics, Engineers India, 
NBCC, NTPC, NHPC, 
SJVNL, GAIL, PGCIL 
and NLC India. Only 
three public sector banks 
-- SBI, Indian Bank and 
Bank of Baroda -- figure 
in the Bharat-22 index.

The government had 
raised about Rs 8,500 
crore through the three 
tranches of  CPSE ETF 
last fiscal.

The first CPSE ETF 
consisted of scrips of 10 
PSUs -- ONGC, Coal In-
dia, IOC, GAIL (India), 
Oil India, PFC, Bharat 
Electronics, REC, Engi-
neers India and Contain-
er Corporation of India.

Dimapur, Oct. 23 (EMN): 
Parliamentary secretary 
of  Art and Culture, Eshak 
Hessum Konyak, has in-
augurated Changai Loung 
Baan (Morung) in Longch-
ing village on October 20.

Te r m i n g  C h a n g a i 
Loung Baan as an impor-
tant platform for taking 

decision, Eshak, in his inau-
gural speech, said villagers 
or members of a khel gather 
for making decision of  all 
nature. To strengthen the 
bond of unity and oneness 
amongst the villagers, he 
urged the villagers to make 
the best positive use of the 
morung.

The programme was at-
tended by EAC Longching, 
Vini, and host of  officials 
from the Department of Art 
and Culture led by Deputy 
Secretary, Hito Sema and 
Junior Director, Yeveyi 
Sapuh. Public leaders from 
neighbouring villages also 
attended the function.

GOVERNMENT OF NAGALAND 
OFFICE OF THE DEPUTY COMMISSIONER

KOHIMA ::: NAGALAND
No. JUDL/SUCC/88/2017-VI                                                                                                                                                               Dated Kohima, the 16th Oct, 2017

Sd/- (T.L.KIUSUMONG TIKHIR)
Additional Deputy Commissioner

Kohima: Nagaland

Whereas Kumari. MHONTHUNGLO KITHAN D/O LT. TSÜNGOTSÜ KITHAN 
resident of Daklane Colony, Kohima has applied for issue of Succession Certificate 
under the Indian Succession Act 1925, Part X to draw/withdraw/operate/transfer his/
her Late father-.Bank A/C No.10530631891 SBI Main Branch, Kohima. Who expired 
on 15/09/2017.

Now therefore, public are hereby asked to file claims/objection if any within 1 
(one) month from the date of issue of this notice.

OBJECTION NOTICE

KG
-2
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GOVERNMENT OF NAGALAND 
OFFICE OF THE DEPUTY COMMISSIONER

KOHIMA ::: NAGALAND
No. JUDL/SUCC/88/2017-VI                                                                                                                                                             Dated Kohima, the 16th  Oct, 2017

Sd/- (T.L.KIUSUMONG TIKHIR)
Additional Deputy Commissioner

Kohima: Nagaland

Whereas Smti. SANGLA W/O LT. S. SONI, Pensioner resident of Lerie Colony, 
Kohima has applied for issue of Succession Certificate under the Indian Succession 
Act 1925, Part X to draw/withdraw/operate/transfer his/her Late husband- Pension 
P.O. No. PEN/Com/14900/NL/S/16658 of Treasury, Kohima (North).Bank A/C 
No.10530638933 SBI Main Branch, Kohima. Who expired on 13/09/2017.

Now therefore, public are hereby asked to file claims/objection if any within 1 
(one) month from the date of issue of this notice.

OBJECTION NOTICE

KG
-2
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BEFORE THE MARRIAGE OFFICER 
FAMILY COURT 

DIMAPUR : NAGALAND
Marriage Regd.No 04/2017                              Dated Dimapur, the 18/10/2017

NOTICE OF INTENDED MARRIAGE
I here by give notice Under Section 15 of the Special Marriage Act, 1954, 

Mr. Lamthang 
Hangsing, aged about 30 years, S/o Shri. Lhunkholal Hangsing, resident of 
H/No.30, Public Ground Colony, Dimapur Nl. And Miss. Yumnan Binita 
Singha , aged about 29 years, D/o Lt. Yumnan Budha Singha, resident of 
Takyel Khongbal Mayai Leikai Imphal, Manipur before this court on 18th 
day of October 2017 and whereas 16th November 2017
solemnizing their marriage. Objections if any are to be furnished on or before 

Family Court 
Dimapur, Longleng, Mokochung, Mon, Peren, Tuensang Dists. Nagaland D-

47
46

MEDINEEDS 
PSYCHIATRIST FOR CONSULTATION

Renowned Psychiatrist from Guwahati, 
DR. MRIDULA SHYAM MD Psychiatry (Specialised in 
Adolescent & Childhood Psychiatry and experienced in 
Neuropsychiatry) will be available for consultation on 

28th October, 2017 (Saturday). 
Patients requiring consultation may contact

the Pharmacy for Registration. 
Tel. no 03862 - 237085/ 9774609303 

Opposite Synergy Systems, Circular Road, Dimapur. D-
47

47
 

October 23 at 7:30 AM, 
which was graced by the 
Deputy Commissioner, 
Mon. It started from Mis-
sion Centre and culmi-
nated at Helipad, Mon. 

Wangchah would con-
tinue as youth director 
but Jeiang and Ms. Nao-
mi have retired as they 
completed their tenures. 
Phaipa and Ms. Nyelei, 
vice president and join sec-
retary, have been promot-
ed to president and gen-
eral secretary respectively. 
Joseph and Ms. Eji Wang-
nyu have been inducted 
as vice president and join 
secretary respectively, for 
the tenure 2018-2019. The 
64th KBBB youth conven-
tion will be hosted by Chi 
village.

It stated also that the appointment of Kuzholuzo Neinu as the 
leader of the NPF Legislature Party would be legally invalid 
and the recent move to appoint Yitachu as chief  whip was 
more “comical and need no explanation.” 

“It is amusing, and at times hilarious, to imagine  the ac-
tion of Dr. Shurhozelie Liezietsu and his men conferring upon 
a person the title of ‘leader, NPF Legislature Party’ without 
understanding the very basics of  such an exercise given the 
fact that 10 MLAs out of 47 NPF MLAs can never elect the  
leader of the NPF Legislature Party,” it stated. 

It questioned the rivals for claiming that  “25.10.2017 
would be the final hearing on appointment of whip”  and that 
TR Zeliang’s government would fall. 

‘If  there is but a little faith in their own beliefs, then why 
did Azo Nienu, Yitachu, R. Tohanba, and N. Thongwang ap-
proach the speaker with threats? This desperate and last-resort 
ventures of Dr. Shurhozelie Liezietsu and his men is turning 
out to be a priceless political comedy,’ it stated. 
On ties with the BJP

The press and information cell also accused its rival group 
of  doublespeak on its ties with the Bharatiya Janata Party  
(BJP) with varying views from different persons especially 
by Shurhozelie Liezietsu and Kuzholuzo Neinu just within 
a fortnight. 

“Dr. Shurhozelie Liezietsu and his men at a meeting on 
18.7.2017 at Kohima declared that they had severed the 40-
year old tie with BJP but on 12.10.2017, Azo Nienu wrote to 
BJP National President, Amit Shah that their party headed by 
Dr. Shurhozelie Liezietsu was not averse to the BJP buttering 
his stand that he along with Rajya Sabha MP, KG Kenye had 
on October 5 met Sunil Deshpande and Arun Kumar Khanna 
in Delhi. Again, within a fortnight, on 20 Oct  during their 
CEC meeting  Dr. Shurhozelie Liezietsu made a naked U-turn 
and declared  that they re-affirms pre-poll alliance with the cur-
rent DAN partners  JDU, NCP but absolutely minus BJP.”

It further stated that even though they were on opposite 
sides such “day light slicing of K. Azo into pieces by his god 
father”  is a matter of grave concern for the Naga people.

The press and information cell stated that “human 
memory cannot be that short” because the DAN coalition 
was formed with BJP as a partner but Liezietsu while he was 
the chief minister removed the BJP MLAs and then portrayed 
Neinu as the new DAN chairman. 

It also attacked Neinu stating that he should immediately 
withdraw his name and designation from the “meeting circular 
signed on 16.10.2017” summoning a meeting of the DAN on 
24.10.2017.

He said if  the central government had the knowledge and 
was sitting over the issue ‘then it must be giving the Nagas a 
homework or an acid test to think and plan seriously for the 
future of the state and its people.’

MLA Kuzholuzo Nienu did not mince words to declare 
that the government was being ‘too shallow to grant permis-
sion’ to the NPF youth wing to hold its sit-in protest at a site 
where many such protests have taken place in the past. He 
lashed out at the present government of being unconstitution-
ally appointed and that, anyone who goes against the law are 
scared of the long arms of law. 

Pointing out that the protest was a result of the speaker’s 
inaction, Nienu said that the NLA speaker ‘must wake up 
and start performing his duties.’ The three pending issues, he 
said, were kept in ‘cold storage’ for the past few months by 
the speaker.

He asserted that the speaker was appointed to his position 
with the mandate of the party and its legislators but his actions 
including disregard to the party workers to even restrict them 
from entering his office when they tried to submit a memoran-
dum, was unbecoming. Moreover, he said that the reply to the 
memorandum served by NPF youth wing came from the chief  
minister’s office (CMO).

Nienu stated that the issues raised to the NLA speaker 
appear to have gone to the CMO as the latter was issuing jus-
tifications in the media. Maintaining that the CMO and NLA  
were two different entities, he stated that the speaker’s inaction 
only shows his incapability in the functioning of his office, or 
that the chief minister, in an act of ‘dictatorship,’ had taken 
over the office of the speaker.

He warned that if  this continues, the protest will be intensi-
fied and the party will have to go to the extent of demanding 
the  removal of the speaker.

On the same issues that are currently pending in the court, 
Nienu alleged that the rival party’s strategy was to delay the 
proceedings but stating that the court could not prolong a mat-
ter which was of urgency, he appealed to the court to deliver 
justice at the earliest.

Also, MLA Yitachu said during the event that it was the 
duty and responsibility of every authority in the government 
to follow the rule of  law. ‘But this factor is absent with the 
present government as it was appointed unconstitutionally.’ 
“And to save this unconstitutional government, everything is 
being done illegally for more than three months now,” he said 
while alleging that the ‘unconstitutional government’ was giv-
ing justifications only in the newspapers. 

“Our demand is- stop justifying and apply the rule of law.... 
We are doing this (protest) today not just for the NPF but for 
the Naga people,” he said.

Stating that NPF had ‘always been a party that stood for 
the rights and privileges of the Naga people,’ he remarked that 
it will not ‘silently allow the unconstitutional government fool 
the citizens and watch them destroy the society.’

Further, Yitachu said that the general convention of  
Neiphiu Rio and TR Zeliang-led NPF group held in Dimapur 
was not acknowledged by the Election Commission of India 
(ECI) as the latter had directed the NPF party under Dr. 
Liezietsu as president to conduct a general election in which  
only active members of the party can vote. He asserted that the 
party will definitely give conclusion to the current issues and 
also present a ‘white paper’ to the citizens of the state. 

jointly appended by chair-
man of  Haralu Colony Ake-
to Zhimo, GB HP Zeliang, 
secretary Vikram Chetry, 
chairman of  Namgalong 
Colony council Majachung 
Gangmei, GB Poushinglung 
Kami, secretary Gaithaol-
ung and executive members 
Rokobeilie, Kamphur, Ach-
ampou, Gopal.
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Gubernatorial protocols

More often than not, in our country debates crop up about 
the practice of continuing with the Governor’s post. 
Many argue Governors’ are mere agents of the Central 

Government. They are always loyal to their appointing authority i.e. 
the Central Government. They do not perform the roles assigned 
to them. Rather, they are often been used as a tool to destabilise 
democratically elected opposition-led governments in the states, at 
the behest of the Centre. Misuse of powers by the Governors is not 
a new phenomenon. It all started with the then Congress president 
the late Indira Gandhi virtually forced the then Kerala Governor to 
dismiss the first non-Congress state government in the country. 
Since then, there are numerous examples of Governors acting in 
partisan manner. The Bommai case judgement or the report of the 
Sarkaria Commission has largely failed to curb this menace.

Apart from abusing powers, another controversy surrounding 
the appointments of the Governors is that Raj Bhavans all over the 
country are being treated as the dumping grounds of veteran poli-
ticians or a place to rehabilitate those who could not be given any 
prize posts despite being loyal to the ruling circles. If one examines 
the list of Governors of various states over the years, he or she will 
find truth in to these allegations. It will not be an exaggeration to 
mention about one gentleman who once appointed as the Gover-
nor of West Bengal. Before being appointed Governor, he was an 
active politician. He even served as a minister in the union cabinet. 
Within few days of becoming the Governor, he found the job boring 
and monotonous. So in no time he started making frequent trips to 
Delhi with the request to allow him to return to active politics, ig-
noring the duties and responsibilities of a Governor. More, one gov-
ernor had to resign after he found involved in a sex scandal. There 
are numerous such examples where the Governors found wanting.

Recent to join the list is the present Governor of a North-Eastern 
state. Since assuming charges, he is making controversial com-
ments without any fail. On being advised not to invite controversies 
through his remarks, he retorted by saying “Is there any law about 
what a Governor should speak or not.” But while making this com-
ment he did not realise that such an important Constitutional post 
is meant for the persons who are aware about the duties and re-
sponsibilities. The post is different from the posts of Union Cabinet 
or the posts of top party functionary.

Even elected state governments cannot be right all the time. So 
the role of a Governor is crucial. The statement issued by the then 
governor of West Bengal Gopal Krishna Gandhi during the infa-
mous Nandigram struggle, is the best example about how effective 
the Governors can be at the time of crisis. So there is no need to 
abolish the post of Governors. It will be an act of chopping the arm 
for pain. Rather, the appointing authority, i.e. the Central Govern-
ment should be careful during selection. Political loyalty should not 
be the criterion. Whether the person is fit enough to discharge his 
duties and responsibilities as per the provisions of the Constitution 
should be adjudged first. Only then the post of Governors will be-
come meaningful.

READERS’ MIRROR VIEWS & REVIEWS

When we serve others, we serve Jesus.

When a friend cared for her housebound mother-in-law, she asked 
her what she longed for the most. Her mother-in-law said, “For my 
feet to be washed.” My friend admitted, “How I hated that job! Each 

time she asked me to do it I was resentful, and would ask God to hide my 
feelings from her.”

But one day her grumbling attitude changed in a flash. As she got out 
the bowl and towel and knelt at her mother-in-law’s feet, she said, “I looked 
up, and for a moment I felt like I was washing the feet of Jesus Himself. She 
was Jesus in disguise!” After that, she felt honored to wash her mother-in-
law’s feet. 

When I heard this moving account, I thought of Jesus’s story about the 
end of time that He taught on the slopes of the Mount of Olives. The King 
welcomes into His kingdom His sons and daughters, saying that when they 
visited the sick or fed the hungry, “Whatever you did for one of the least of 
these brothers and sisters of mine, you did for me” (Matt. 25:40). We too 
serve Jesus Himself when we visit those in prison or give clothes to the 
needy.

Today, might you echo my friend, who now wonders when she meets 
someone new, “Are you Jesus in disguise?”

BIBLE READ:    MATTHEW 25:31–40 

THOUGHT FOR TODAY:
Whatever you did for one of the least of these . . . 

you did for me. Matthew 25:40

DAILY
PATH

Jesus in Disguise

To,
The Editor,
Eastern Mirror 
Dimapur: Nagaland.

Sub:- Appeal

Sir,
The undersign would like to bring to the notice of  the District administration against 

illegal tax collection by unauthorized persons to the auto Rickshaw drivers in the public 
places and the running auto carrying passengers thereby causing immense hardship to the 
public and auto drivers as well. These illegal tax collectors are extorting 10/- each for auto 
drivers Union and Auto owners Union, and another Rs 20/- for night, the receipt of  which is 
enclosed herein.

It is therefore, appeal to the District Administration to arrest those illegal tax collectors 
and book them under relevant section of  law.

lnato Achumi 
H/No- 08
Burma Camp 
Dimapur Nagaland

I
mmunization against preventable child-
hood diseases is the right of  every child. 
With a view to providing this right, the 
Government of  India launched the uni-
versal Immunization Programme (UIP) in 

1985, one of  the largest health programmes of  its 
kind in the world, to cater to a birth cohort of  2.6 
crore infants and around 3 crore pregnant women 
every year. The programme provides vaccination 
against 8 life-threatening diseases such as Diph-
theria, Whooping cough, Haemophilus Influenza 
Type B (Hib), Tetanus, Polio, Tuberculosis, Mea-
sles and Hepatitis B in the entire country. In ad-
dition, vaccination against Japanese Encephalitis 
(JE) is being provided in the selected endemic dis-
tricts/states of  the country.

India’s UIP has contributed significantly to 
ensure equity to children accessing the public 
health system. However, inequity still remain a 
challenge. The steady fall of  infant mortality from 
80 per 1000 live births in 1991 to 37 per 1000 live 
births in 2015 (SRs) showed India’s efforts under 
UIP to reduce child mortality and morbidity.

In spite of  all positive changes, UIP has al-
ways been a challenge. Despite being operational 
for over 30 years, UIP has been able to fully im-
munize only 65% children. Evidence shows that 
unvaccinated and partially vaccinated children are 
most susceptible to childhood diseases and dis-
ability and run a three to six times higher risks of  
death as compared to fully immunized children.

Committed to improving immunization cov-
erage and addressing the equity agenda, the Min-
istry of  Health & Family Welfare, Government 
of  India has implemented various intensification 
strategies including its flagship programme “Mis-
sion Indradhanush” launched in December 2014. 
Mission Indradhanush aimed to fully immunize 
more than 90% of  newborns by 2020 through 
innovative and planned approaches to reach all 
children. It not only aimed to rapidly increase the 
immunization coverage but also focused towards 
strengthening health systems for equity issues in 
accessing to immunization. Under Mission In-
dradhanush all the vaccines provided under UIP 
are administered to children and pregnant women.

This programme focuses more on identified 
high risk populations with traditionally low cover-
age such as slum dwellers, nomadic populations 
and migrant families living in brick kilns and con-
struction sites. The Mission also targets 400,000 
high risk areas identified in the polio programme 
as well as other undeserved areas with inadequate 
health services, migrant populations recent mea-
sles/diphtheria outbreaks or high dropout rates. 
Based on reports, it is estimated that annually 
more than 70 lakh (70 million) children in the 
country do not receive all vaccines available under 
the UIP.

While acknowledging the impact of  Mission 
Indradhanush in improving immunization cov-
erage across the districts over the three phases, 
Hon’ble Prime Minister through PRAGATI plat-

form emphasized the need of  a supplemental ag-
gressive action plan to cover all left outs and drop 
outs in select districts and urban cities with low 
routine immunization coverage in a specific time 
frame (December 2018).

Intensified Mission Indradhanush would be 
closely monitored at the district, state and central 
level at regular intervals. Further it would be re-
ceived by the Cabinet Secretary at the national lev-
el and will continue to be monitored at the highest 
level under “PRAGATI”.

Keeping in view the importance of  Intensified 
Mission Indradhanush, the Minister for Health 
& Family Welfare, Imkong L. Imchen officially 
launched IMI in the state at Urban Primary Health 
Centre Seikhazou on 9th October, 2017. Through 
IMI, the Government of  India aims to reach each 
and every child under 2 years of  age and all those 
pregnant women who have been missed out dur-
ing the routine immunization programme. The 
special drive will focus on improving immuniza-
tion coverage in select districts and cities to ensure 
full immunization to more than 90% by Decem-
ber, 2018.

Criteria for selection of Districts & Urban Cit-
ies:
The districts/urban cities have been selected 
through triangulation of  available data sets such as 
national surveys, HMIS data & WHO concurrent 
monitoring data. These datasets have been ana-
lyzed in consultation with the states and partners 
(WHO, UNICEF, UNDP) to identify the weakest 
118 districts, 17 urban cities and an additional 52 
districts in NE states.

Objectives of Intensified Mission 
Indradhanush:
The main objective of  IMI strategy is to ensure 
reaching the unreached with all available vaccines 
thereby accelerating the full immunization and 
complete immunization coverage of  children and 
pregnant women in the identified critical districts.
With the launch of the Intensified Mission In-
dradhanush strategy, the government aims to:-

1. Rapidly build up full immunization cover-
age to more than 90% by December 2018 in 
identified districts & urban cities.

2. Enhance political administrative & financial 
commitment through advocacy with key 
ministries/departments and stakeholders to-
wards full immunization coverage for each 
child.

3. Reach all children with all vaccines due for 
the age as per national Immunization sched-
ule. Special focus on children upto 2 years of  
age and pregnant women who have missed 
out routine vaccination. 

Schedule for IMI
One phase of  IMI immunization drive consisting 
of  4 rounds of  immunization will be conducted in 
the selected districts and urban cities. IMI immu-

nization drive will be spread over 7 working day 
starting from 7th of  every month. In case the 7th 
of  the month is a Sunday/holiday, the drive may 
begin from the next working day. These 7 days do 
not include holidays, Sundays and the routine im-
munization days planned in that week.

Collaboration with other ministries 
department/agencies:
The IMI strategy will require support from key 
ministers and department; strong leadership 
through meaningful collaboration between differ-
ent arms of  the government, working closely with 
the community, civil society and the youth. Other 
ministries agreed to provide support for IMI are:

1. Ministries to be involved: Women & Child 
Development, Panchayati Raj, Urban De-
velopment, Housing & Urban Poverty Al-
leviation, Defence, Sports & Youth Affairs, 
HRD, Education, Minority Affairs, I&B 
railways, Home Affairs, Labour& Employ-
ment.

2. Mobilizers: NGOs, Public Relations, CSOs, 
Rotary International, NSS, NCC, NYK, 
MSW etc.

3. Key partners: WHO, UNICEF, UNDP, 
Global health Strategies, IPE global, Ro-
tary International, Technical support units 
(TSUs)

Focus area
The immunization drive will be implemented in 
all the identified districts and urban cities for en-
suring 90% full immunization coverage. Low per-
forming areas will be identified across the entire 
selected districts/urban areas for coverage under 
IMI.

Areas with vacant sub centre-Auxiliary Nurse 
Midwife (ANM) not posted or absent for more 
than 3 months.

Villages/areas with three or more consecutive 
missed routine immunization sessions.

High-risk area (HRAs) identified by the polio 
eradication programme. These include popula-
tions living in areas such as:-

Urban slums with migration
Nomadic sites

(i) Brick kilns
(ii) Other migrant settlements (Fishermen vil-

lages, riverine areas with shifting popula-
tions

(iii) Undeserved and hard to reach populations 
(forested and tribal populations, hilly areas 
etc.)

The priority for conducting IMI should be areas 
with weak routine immunization coverage in the 
district. This will require deployment of  ANMs 
to areas outside her own sub- centre and block. 
Special attention should be provided to urban set-
tlements and cities identified under NVHM. 

Nongozo Rikha

D
eveloping chemicals to 
slow down an enzyme 
that provides multi-
resistance to antibiot-
ics may be the key to 

reverse antibiotic resistance, results 
from twin-studies have suggested.

Resistance to antibiotics is becom-
ing increasingly prevalent and threat-
ens to undermine healthcare systems 
across the globe. 

Beta-lactamases are enzymes pro-
duced by bacteria, that provide multi-
resistance to beta-lactam antibiotics 
such as penicillins, Cephalosporins, 
cephamycins, and carbapenems, al-
though carbapenems are relatively re-
sistant to beta-lactamase. 

In the first study, researchers from 
University of  Bristol in the UK, de-
fined the relative importance of  two 
mechanisms associated with beta-
lactam antibiotic resistance. 

In one, bacteria restricts the en-
try of  antibiotics into the cell. In the 
other, bacteria produce the enzyme 
beta-lactamase, which destroys any 
antibiotic that gets into the cell. 

The latter was found to be the more 
important of  the two mechanisms. 

These findings imply that if  chem-
icals could be developed to inhibit 
beta-lactamase enzymes, a significant 
proportion of  antibiotic resistance 
could successfully be reversed, the 
researchers noted, in the paper pub-

lished in the Journal of  Antimicrobial 
Chemotherapy.

“Our bacteriology research has 
further demonstrated that beta-lacta-
mases are the real “Achilles heel” of  
antibiotic resistance in bacteria that 
kill thousands of  people every year,” 
said Matthew Avison, reader in Mo-
lecular Bacteriology from the varsity.

Building on these findings, re-
searchers in the second study detailed 
in the journal Molecular Microbiol-
ogy, studied the effectiveness of  two 
types of  beta-lactamase enzyme in-
hibitor in a Klebsiella pneumoniae -- a 
bacterium known to be highly resist-
ant to common antibiotics.

The researchers found that both 
avibactam -- an inhibitor recently in-
troduced into clinical practice --, and 
a “bicyclic boronate” inhibitor failed 
to consistently protect the beta-lactam 
antibiotic ceftazidime from attack by 
the beta-lactamase enzyme. 

However, when paired with a dif-
ferent beta-lactam antibiotic, aztreon-
am, the inhibitors worked extremely 
well.

They also killed Stenotropho-
monas maltophilia -- one of  the most 
resistant bacteria that causes severe 
infections in immunocompromised 
patients and is usually resistant to all 
beta-lactam antibiotics, the research-
ers said.

IANS

A
n international team of  researchers has developed ma-
chine learning techniques that could successfully pre-
dict the timing of  a real earthquake.

The researchers from the University of  Cambridge, 
Los Alamos National Laboratory and Boston Univer-

sity, identified a hidden signal leading up to earthquakes, and used 
this “fingerprint” to train a machine learning algorithm to predict 
the timing, but not the size, of  future earthquakes. 

Using a lab-based system that mimics real earthquakes, the re-
searchers applied machine learning techniques to analyse the acous-
tic signals coming from the “fault” -- on which earthquakes occur.

A fault is a thin zone of  crushed rock separating blocks of  the 
earth’s crust. When an earthquake occurs on one of  these faults, the 
rock on one side of  the fault slips with respect to the other. 

The machine learning algorithm was able to identify a particular 
pattern in the sound, which occurs long before an earthquake. 

This sound pattern can be used to give a precise estimate of  the 
stress on the fault (that is, how much force it is under) and to esti-
mate the time remaining before failure, which gets more and more 
precise as failure approaches, the researchers said in the paper de-
tailed in the journal Geophysical Research Letters. 

“This is the first time that machine learning has been used to 
analyse acoustic data to predict when an earthquake will occur, long 
before it does, so that plenty of  warning time can be given - it’s in-
credible what machine learning can do,” said Colin Humphreys, 
professor at Cambridge’s Department of  Materials Science and Met-
allurgy.

“We’re at a point where huge advances in instrumentation, ma-
chine learning, faster computers and our ability to handle massive 
data sets could bring about huge advances in earthquake science,” 
added Bertrand Rouet-Leduc from the Los Alamos National Labo-
ratory in New Mexico.

IANS

The Importance of Immunization With Special 
Emphasis on Intensified Mission Indradhanush

Can antibiotic 
resistance be reversed?

New machine learning 
technique may help 
predict earthquakes
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ARIES (MAR 21 - APR 19):  The more ac-
tion you take today, the bigger the hole you’re 
apt to dig for yourself. You could be engaged 
in one of  those situations in which you say 

one thing and then are forced to stretch the truth or 
outright lie in order to defend your point. You’re then 
put in a very vulnerable position. Try your best to avoid 
this trap.

TAURUS (APR 20 - MAY 20): Your think-
ing is right in line with the group dynamic 
today, and you’ll find working with a team 
to be extremely rewarding. The more you 

express your thoughts to the group, the more physical 
support you’ll receive for your work. You’ll find that 
your actions are diplomatic and you’re able to see both 
sides of  issues. Your decisions are fair and honest.

GEMINI (MAY 21 - JUN 21): No matter 
how many maps you look at and how many 
times you stop and ask for directions, you’ll 
still be unsure which road to take. All routes 

have appeal, and you don’t want to miss any sights 
along the way to your destination. Remember that this 
isn’t the last time that you’ll be traveling. You can al-
ways try a different route next time.

CANCER (JUN 22 - JUL 22): Your well-
considered actions will be effective today. 
There’s strength in your mental power. You 
shouldn’t hesitate to direct others toward av-

enues that would be good for them. You have the vision 
to see things that other people might not notice. People 
may not be able to see something in front of  them even 
if  they’re about to crash into it!.

LEO (JUL 23 - AUG 22): Indulge in a day 
of  laughter. Things get much more serious 
tomorrow, so use today to have some fun be-
fore it comes time to get down to business. 

If  you don’t join in with the happy-go-lucky attitude, 
you may get seriously depressed when you feel yourself  
slipping out of  sync with everyone around you who’s 
jolly and bright.

VIRGO (AUG 23 - SEP 22): Share your 
thoughts with those who can help execute 
them today. If  you have something that needs 
to be moved, don’t try to do it by yourself. 

Ask around for someone with the vehicle or tools you 
need to get it to where it needs to go. You have the 
resources available to you. All you need to do is ask in 
order to set the gears in motion.

LIBRA (SEP 23 - OCT 22): Try not to get too 
caught up in trying to penetrate to the core of  
everything today. Enjoy the simple pleasures 
that are free. Be entertained by a bug walking 

on your windowsill. See trees as art. See the shapes and 
colors around you. Don’t view things as annoyances. Most 
of the time the things you shun are those that can teach 
you the most.

SCORPIO (OCT 23 - NOV 21):   There’s a 
fast-paced energy in the air that suggests a dra-
matic change of some sort in your life. Things 
may not go so well for you if  you fail to notice 

the opportunities open to you. You may not need to work 
so hard simply because so many things are going your way. 
Consider ways in which you can prepare for the future. The 
good times won’t last forever.

SAGITTARIUS (NOV 22 - DEC 21):  Your 
mind may be playing tricks on you, so it isn’t 
necessarily in your best interests to trust your 
perceptions completely. Consider other methods 

of solving problems that confront you. If  you have fun with 
a situation, the solution will find its way into your hands 
easily. You shouldn’t have to work especially hard to make 
things happen for you today.

CAPRICORN (DEC 22 - JAN 19):  To-
day may be one of  your last chances to say 
what you want about a certain situation. 
Take advantage of  the opportunity to get 

your words out. Your thoughts may be quite progres-
sive, so use this forward-thinking attitude to break 
new ground in your project. You’ll be rewarded ac-
cordingly for your efforts.

AQUARIUS (JAN 20 - FEB 18): You’re 
apt to be drawn to lively and exciting 
things today. Dramatic and dynamic ac-
tivities are the ones that you’ll be most 
comfortable with. If  you’re in a boring sit-

uation, think about ways you can spice it up. Throw 
a wrench in the conversation to see how people re-
act.

PISCES (FEB 19 - MAR 20): You may 
have to take major action today in order to 
defend your position. Your current mindset 
has brought you to a certain point and now 

you’re faced with having to defend that point. It may 
feel like the school bully is demanding your lunch 
money. Don’t give in without a fight. The bully is just 
as frightened of  you as you are of  him.

Today’s ASTRO-PREDICTION

O
ver 100 houses have been 
demolished under the Gunda 
Dhar-pakad Abhiyaan to 
‘control crime’ in the city.

Indore: In August 2016, the 
Indore police arrested twenty-seven-year-old 
Bawar Shaikh on charges of  selling country 
liquor in the city without a license. After 
spending nearly a year in Indore central jail, 
he was acquitted and finally released on July 
27, 2017.

But two days before his release, the 
Indore Municipal Corporation demolished 
his mother Sultanabi’s two-storey house 
in Kajarana region of  the city. Shaikh’s 
family house had become a target of  
Indore’s much touted Gunda Dhar-pakad 
Abhiyaan (campaign to nab criminals) – an 
initiative started by the deputy inspector 
general (DIG) Harinarayan Chari Mishra in 
collaboration with the civic body to ‘control’ 
alleged hoodlums in the city by going after 
their families.

Though Sultanabi was the owner of  
the house, the notice was issued on her son 
Bawar’s name, asking the family to vacate 
the house. “The house belongs to me and 
not my son. But the notice had his (Bawar’s) 
name on it. I refused to accept it. And even 
before we could have moved the court, our 
house was demolished on July 25,” said 
60-year-old Sultanabi, a cancer survivor, 
who, with her five family members, is now 
living in the kitchen area which was spared 
in the demolition.

Sultanabi claims her house was built 
well within the civic rules with all the legal 
documents to establish her ownership over 
the house. The notice served to her, however, 
pointed at some “dangerous construction” 
work that was allegedly carried out in the 
front part of  the structure. “If  that was 
the case, why wasn’t only the illegal part 
demolished? Why did they destroy our 

shelter completely?”
DIG Mishra is clear why the action was 

taken – according to him, the very objective 
of  his innovative ‘initiative’ is to nip the 
problem in the bud. “It does not matter who 
owns the house. If  these repeat offenders 
live here and operate from these spaces, we 
have to find ways to stop it. Now the families 
know clearly what happens if  they support 
a criminal.” The Indore police have so far 
demolished 100 houses across the city and 
have scheduled 50 more for this month.

The idea first occurred to Mishra when 
his office was tabulating the names of  those 
accused of  multiple crimes. “Every area 
has such notorious person, who would be 
involved in crimes like chain snatching, 
theft, selling spurious liquor – any kind of  
public nuisance. These people make the city 
unsafe. We have been focusing on patrolling 
these crime-prone areas and having these 
men promptly arrested. But as soon as they 
are released, they return to the same crime 
again.”

Such individuals were profiled, their 
properties were listed and their dependent 
family members identified, Mishra says. “We 
also found these houses had irregularities 
and many had encroached too.” Once the 
list was finalised, the police approached the 
civic authorities to discuss the measures that 
could be taken. “Our list was of  over 300 
names, we brought it down to 150 where 
clear action could be initiated,” Mishra 
explained. This initiative is spread across 
Indore – from a relatively poor locality 
Khajrana to the city’s upmarket Saket and 
Gulmohar colony. “We have not spared 
anyone,” he added.

Mishra claimed only “fancy, large” 
houses with glaring irregularities were 
targeted. “These men commit crimes 
and then build these fancy houses. They 
encroach over private and government land 
and their families enjoy luxuries earned 
through illegal means.”

But 60-year-old Sarvari Lala’s house 
was anything but luxurious. A small dingy 
10×25 feet room was her home for over three 
decades. She, her two sons and their families 
lived here until the house was demolished 
on August 2. This demolition, she claims, 
was carried out because of  her youngest son 
Toufiq (23) with whom she had severed ties 
several years ago. “He stepped out of  the 
house in 2009 when he was first arrested in 
a theft case. Since then, he has been on his 
own,” she said. Lala blames her son for her 
family’s condition. “He never cared for the 
family and now because of  him, we have lost 
everything.” Toufiq was booked in around 
12 cases of  theft and trespassing on private 
property. He has already been acquitted in 
five cases while others are pending before the 
magistrate’s court. “How could the police 
target an entire family? Where will we go 
now?,” Lala asked. With the debris still not 
cleared, the family has found shelter under 
tarpaulin sheets.

Observers say these demolitions are a 
high-profile and dramatic exercise. “The 
police have been treating these demolitions 
as a big public event. Each time a demolition 
was to be carried out in our vicinity, over 
150-200 police men would cordon off  the 
entire area. We are not told what is exactly 
happening here. It almost felt like they 
were here to hunt for a terrorist,” recalled 
Feroz Ghethwas, one of  the residents of  
Khajhrana area, a neighbourhood with a 
largely Muslim population. Most men here 
work as labourers, and women and children 
here are engaged in making tiny decorative 
electric light garlands.

According to the National Crime Record 
Bureau – a repository of  all crime data in the 
country – Indore accounts to 2.7% of  the 
total crime committed across India. Among 
India’s 53 ‘megacities’, 18,463 cases were 
registered in 2015. In comparison with Delhi 
(25.7%), Mumbai (6.4%) and Bengaluru 
(5.3%), Indore comes way down the list. 

Mishra says the menace was becoming too 
much to handle. He claims his initiative has 
got positive response from local citizens and 
praise from chief  minister Shivraj Singh 
Chouhan.

Senior counsel Mihir Desai calls this 
process of  profiling and targeting the 
families as unconstitutional and a clear case 
of  violation of  human rights. “The Supreme 
Court judgments have stated that only 
‘imprisonment’ can be a punishment, and 
anything more than that is illegal. And here, 
the police is going after the entire families 
and punishing them. If  the police’s logic is 
extended to their own department, the entire 
police force should be suspended every time 
an officer is caught in corruption charges.”

Advocate Shanno Khan, who works 
with the Human Rights Lawyers Network 
in Indore, has moved the Madhya Pradesh 
court against these demolitions. “When 
one person commits a crime, the state is 
expected to follow the due process of  law. 
The Indore police has criminalised the 
entire family and punished them for a crime 
allegedly committed by one person,” Khan 
said. Khan moved the petition, after she was 
approached by a 70-year-old widow whose 
house was demolished over an alleged crime 
committed by her nephew. “Why should I 
pay for my nephew’s misdoings,” she asked. 
The petitioner did not wish to be named since 
she lives alone and fears further retaliation 
from the police if  she spoke to the media. 
“Instead of  building evidence and proving 
the cases in the court, the police have found 
a short cut. Multiple cases mean nothing 
unless they have been proved in the court 
of  law. And the fact remains that often these 
men are acquitted by the court,” Khan said.

Indore, like any other tier two city 
has expanded exponentially over the past 
decade. Migration of  poor, homeless people 
in distress from faraway rural areas to any 
upcoming urban and sub-urban hubs is not 
a new phenomenon. Most migrants and 

the city’s poor live on government land or 
any other open spaces available to them. 
“But these houses are usually regularised or 
alternative housing is provided to them by 
the corporation under the state or central 
schemes,” explained Indore’s mayor Malini 
Gaur.

“Then why did the corporation not think 
of  regularising these houses (demolished 
under the police initiative) too,” Khan asks. 
Anand Lakhan, an activist working with 
the vulnerable groups in the city for over 
two decades feels connecting encroachment 
or any structural irregularities with 
crime causes grave societal and personal 
deprivation for families. “These demolitions 
not just take away their shelter, but also make 
them more vulnerable in the community. 
When someone is booked in a criminal case 
or arrested, his entire family gets ostracised. 
And here, the police have humiliated the 
entire family by forcing them to take shelter 
under tarpaulin sheets.”

Lakhan’s concerns have already proved 
true in case of  Roshanara Shaikh. The 
marriage plans of  her daughter were 
cancelled as soon as their house in the slums 
of  Patel Nagar was demolished on August 
17. “The groom’s family did not want to 
associate with us anymore. As soon as 
they got to know of  the demolition, they 
called me and called the whole thing off,” 
Roshanara said. Her husband Wahid, who 
has several cases of  theft and chain-snatching 
against him, is currently in Ajmer after the 
local magistrate court passed an externment 
order against him early this year. “He cannot 
enter Indore for another six months. My 
daughter’s marriage has been cancelled and 
the house broken. We are living in the open. 
Will the government take the responsibility 
if  something untoward happens to my 
teenage daughters?”

Sukanya Shantha is a freelance journalist 
in Mumbai.

I
nvestigations into accusations of  public 
officials’ corruption need to be sanctioned 
by the government before they begin, a new 
state ordinance says.

Jaipur: A new ordinance from the 
Vasundhara Raje-led BJP government in Rajasthan, 
tabled in the state assembly on Monday (October 
23), restricts any investigation against “a judge or a 
magistrate or a public servant” with respect to “the 
act done by them while acting or purporting to act 
in discharge of  their official duties” without prior 
sanction from the government, which may take up 
to six months. The ordinance has also given public 
servants under investigation the same privacy 
rights as survivors of  sexual violence – their names 
and other identity-related details cannot be made 
public. The protection offered to victims of  rape 
under IPC Section 228a is now offered to public 
servants, under Section 228b.

As reported by The Wire earlier, the ordinance 
stops the media from reporting on accusations 
against a public servant until the government 
allows it.

Connotations of  replacing ‘cognisance’ with 
‘investigation’

According to Section 197 of  the Code of  
Criminal Procedure, “if  an offense is committed by 
a public servant while acting or purporting to act 
during discharge of  his official duty, sanction may 
be necessary before the court takes the cognizance 
of  the offence”.

Police register FIRs only for cognisable 
offences, where an arrest can be made without a 
warrant (rape, murder or corruption, for instance). 
As soon as an FIR is registered, the police acquires 
the power to investigate. After the investigation 
is complete, the police prepare a report called a 
chargesheet, challan or final report recommending 
punishment to certain persons and submit it to the 
magistrate. After looking at the chargesheet, when 
the magistrate decides whether there is substantial 
material to start a trial against the accused, she is said 
to have taken cognisance of  the offence. However, 
instead of  requiring government sanction only 
before the step of  cognisance, the new ordinance 
disallows even investigation without prior approval.

“Prior to the ordinance, there was no 
compulsion to have government sanction first and 
only then start proceedings. It could be attained any 
time before the completion of  the trial,” a criminal 
lawyer who didn’t wish to be named told The Wire. 
As per the new ordinance, the investigation itself  
requires a sanction, raising doubts on whether FIRs 
will be registered at all in corruption cases against 
public servants in the state.

In cases when the police refuse to register 
an FIR, a person can make a complaint to the 
superintendent of  police or ask the magistrate to 
direct the police to investigate, according to the 
CrPC. However, the ordinance adds the following 
to Sections 156 (3) and 190 (1) of  the CrPC, 
weakening that power: “Provided that, under the 
aforesaid sub-section, no Magistrate shall order 
an investigation nor will any investigations be 
conducted against a person, who is or was a Judge 
or a Magistrate or a public servant, as defined under 
any law for the time being in force, in respect of  
the act done by them while acting or purporting to 
act in discharge of  their official duties, except with 
previous sanction under section 197 of  the Code of  
Criminal Procedure, 1973.”

“The effort is to defang the police and 
investigating authorities by removing powers 
vested in them by law to initiate even a preliminary 
inquiry,” Radhakant Saxena, former IG, Prisons 
(Rajasthan) told The Wire.

Accused public servants are victims 
After Section 228a of  the IPC, which deals 
with protecting the identity of  victims of  sexual 
offences, the ordinance inserts Section 228b, called 
‘Disclosure of  identity of  certain public servants’. 
The ordinance reads:

“Provided also that no one shall print or publish 
or publicize in any manner the name, address, 
photographs, family details, or any other particulars 
which may lead to disclosure of  identity of  a Judge 
or Magistrate or a public servant against whom any 
proceedings under this section is pending, until the 
sanction as aforesaid has been or deemed to have 
been issued.”

“It is illogical and funny to club corrupt public 
servants with rape victims under Section 228 of  the 
IPC dealing,” said Saxena.

The ordinance also prevents the media from 
disclosing the identity of  accused public servants 
until the sanctioning authority permits it.

“Whoever contravenes the provisions of  fourth 
proviso of  sub-section (3) of  section 156, and 
fourth proviso of  sub-section (1) of  section 190, of  
the code of  the Criminal Procedure, 1973 shall be 
punished with imprisonment of  either description 
for a term which may extend to two years and shall 
also be liable to fine.”

Interestingly, though the ordinance was brought 
by the BJP government one month ago, it has not 
been uploaded to any government department 
website. Not even a press note was publicly available 
on the ordinance.

“This clearly shows that the intent was to 
suppress the information from the public, forget 
holding pre-legislative consultation, an imperative 
issued by the UPA government in January 2014,” 
said NGO People’s Union for Civil Liberties’ 
(PUCL) in a statement yesterday.

BJP government defends the move
The Rajasthan government in its press statement 
said, “Continuing on its policy of  zero tolerance 
towards corruption, the Rajasthan government has 
not spoken anywhere in the ordinance to provide 
protection to corrupt public servants.”

Defending the rule, the government yesterday 
shared data from 2013 until June 2017, claiming 
that 73% of  cases filed under Section 156 (3) of  
the CrPC were found to be false. “Rajasthan is not 
the first state to make such amendments in CrPC. 
Maharashtra legislative assembly has passed an 
amendment of  this effect in December 2015. The 
only intention behind the ordinance is to protect the 
image of  honest and devotional officers from the 
misuse of  Section 156 (3),” the statement says.

Speaking to The Wire, Kavita Srivastava, 
PUCL’s Rajasthan president said, “The ordinance 
has exposed the motivated nature of  the government 
to somehow protect corrupt public servants and 
to win their support for the ruling party. The 
government wants to silence the media and to 
prevent the judiciary from exercising its judicial 
function of  setting the criminal law in motion. We 
demand that the government immediately repeal 
this ordinance.”

S
ome 600,000 people have crossed the border since August 
25, when insurgent attacks on security posts were met by a 
ferocious counter-offensive by the Myanmar army. Geneva: 
Nearly one million Rohingya refugees have fled violence 
in Myanmar, an “untenable situation” for neighbour 

Bangladesh, the country’s UN envoy said on Monday, calling on 
Myanmar to let them return.

Some 600,000 people have crossed the border since August 25, 
when insurgent attacks on security posts were met by a ferocious 
counter-offensive by the Myanmar army in Rakhine state which the 
United Nations has called ethnic cleansing.

“This is the biggest exodus from a single country since the Rwandan 
genocide in 1994,” Shameem Ahsan, Bangladesh‘s ambassador to the 
UNin Geneva, told a UN pledging conference.

“Despite claims to the contrary, violence in Rakhine state has not 
stopped. Thousands still enter on a daily basis,” he said.

Bangladesh‘s interior minister was in Yangon on Monday for talks 
to find a “durable solution”, Ahsan said.

But Myanmar continued to issue “propaganda projecting 
Rohingyas as illegal immigrants from Bangladesh“, Ahsan said, 
adding: “This blatant denial of  the ethnic identity of  Rohingyas 
remains a stumbling bloc”.

Myanmar considers the Rohingya to be stateless, despite tracing 
their families’ presence in the country for generations.

The UN has appealed for $434 million to provide life-saving aid to 
1.2 million people for six months.

“We need more money to keep pace with intensifying needs. This 
is not an isolated crisis, it is the latest round in a decades-long cycle 
of  persecution, violence and displacement,” UN humanitarian chief  
Mark Lowcock told the talks.

“Children, women and men fleeing Myanmar are streaming into 
Bangladesh traumatised and destitute,” he added.

“We assess we have pledges of  around $340 million,” Lowcock 
said before the mid-day break in the meeting. New pledges included 30 
million euros announced by the EU, $15 million by Kuwait, 10 million 
Australian dollars by Australia and 12 million pounds from Britain.

He reiterated the UN call on Myanmar to allow “full humanitarian 
access across Rakhine” where aid agencies have been denied entry.

Myanmar must “guarantee the right to safe, voluntary and dignified 
return so that the Rohingya can live in peace with their human rights 
upheld in Rakhine”, Lowcock said.

In a Controversial Campaign, Police in Indore 
Go After Criminals and Also Their Families

In Rajasthan, Rape Survivors and Officers Under 
Investigation Now Have the Same Privacy Rights

Bangladesh Calls Rohingya 
Arrivals ‘Untenable’ as 
Thousands Arrive Daily

Sukanya Shantha  | thewire.in

Shruti Jain   | thewire.in

Stephanie Nebehay    | thewire.in
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News iN Brief
Five women killed by a train in 
Bihar
Patna, Oct. 23 (IANS): Five women were killed by a 
passenger train in Bihar’s Munger district on Monday, 
police said. The accident took place near Adalpur on 
the Jamalpur and Kieul rail section. “Five women were 
crushed to death by the train while crossing the railway 
line,” an official said. According to police officials, the 
victims were on their way to take a dip in the Ganga, a 
day ahead of the Chhath festival. Victims have ignored 
closed railway crossing gate and refused to wait for few 
minutes that cost their their lives. “Due to fog, the victims 
failed to see the speeding train coming on the line,” the 
official added.

Gujarat can never be bought — Rahul 
on BJP ‘buying’ Patidar leaders
New Delhi, Oct. 23 (IANS): A day after Patidar leader 
from north Gujarat Narendra Patel alleged that the BJP 
tried to buy him, Congress Vice President Rahul Gandhi 
on Monday took on the ruling party, saying Gujarat is 
priceless and can never be bought. “Gujarat is priceless. 
It has never been bought. It can never be bought. It will 
never be bought,” Gandhi said in a tweet. Narendra Patel 
had alleged that Patidar leader Varun Patel, who joined 
the BJP on Saturday evening, took him to meet Gujarat 
BJP President Jitubhai Vaghani and other leaders on 
Sunday, who offered him Rs 1 crore to join the BJP. 

Man burnt to death for protesting 
daughter’s molestation in MP
Damoh (Madhya Pradesh), Oct. 23 (IANS): A 45-year-
old man was burnt to death by three youths for filing a 
police complaint against one of them for molesting his 
daughter in Madhya Pradesh’s Damoh District. The three 
have been arrested, police said. Narmada Sahu resident 
of  Hata police station, had filed a police complaint 
against his neighbour Sachin, 18, for allegedly harassing 
and molesting his 15-year-old daughter. Angered by this, 
Sachin and two of his friends, Rajkumar and Ramkumar, 
started threatening Sahu to take back the police complaint 
and warned of  dire consequences. On Sunday, they 
poured kerosene on Sahu and set him on fire, police said.
Police Superintendent Vivek Aggarwal told IANS “Sahu 
was taken to hospital in serious condition and died during 
treatment at night.”

Government’s muscular approach 
over Kashmir has failed — 
Chidambaram
New Delhi, Oct. 23 (IANS): Former Union Home 
Minister P. Chidambaram on Monday said that with the 
appointment of an interlocutor for Jammu and Kashmir, 
the government has admitted that its “muscular approach” 
has failed in the state. “From no-talks to talks-with-all-
stakeholders is a major victory for those who had strongly 
argued for a political solution in Jammu and Kashmir. 
With the appointment of  an interlocutor, I hope the 
government has finally admitted muscular approach has 
failed,” he tweeted. Chidambaram was reacting to Home 
Minister Rajnath Singh’s announcement of beginning a 
dialogue process in the state. The Home Minister also 
said the Centre had appointed former Intelligence Bureau 
Director Dineshwar Sharma as its interlocutor with a 
mandate to talk to “anyone he wants to”.

Tipu Sultan descendants mull legal 
action against Hegde
Kolkata, Oct. 23 (PTI): The descendants of  Tipu 
Sultan here are considering legal action against Union 
Minister Anantkumar Hegde for his alleged “derogatory” 
comments against the 18th century Mysore ruler. 
Bakhtiar Ali, one of the sixth-generation descendants of  
Prince Mooniruddin, who was one of Tipu’s sons, told 
PTI that the minister’s comments were “baseless and 
shameful”. “Such derogatory remarks are unacceptable. 
He is making such cheap comments for his own political 
gains. We are consulting lawyers and will seek legal action 
against him. We might file defamation suit against him,” 
Ali said. The BJP minister, in a tweet on October 21, 
had conveyed to the Karnataka government not to invite 
him to the “shameful” event of Tipu Sultan Jayanti on 
November 10. 

Centre appoints interlocutor for dialogue in J&K

Sachin Pilot, Congress leaders detained 
during march against ordinance

Opposition parties to protest against 
government on demonetisation on Nov. 8

Govt asks banks to use own funds for loan 
waiver, assures reimbursement later

Review playing of national anthem in cinema halls, SC tells Centre 

Afghan situation in focus as President Ghani, Us secretary of state Tillerson arrive

New Delhi, Oct. 23 (PTI): The 
Centre today appointed former 
Intelligence Bureau chief  Di-
neshwar Sharma as its special 
representative for a “sustained 
dialogue” with all stakeholders in 
Jammu and Kashmir, in a fresh 
move aimed at bringing peace to 
the troubled state.

Sharma, with the rank of  
Cabinet Secretary, will have com-
plete independence in deciding 
who to hold talks with, Home 
Minister Rajnath Singh said while 
making the crucial announcement 
at a hurriedly-called press confer-
ence here.

Singh stated this when asked 
whether Sharma would hold 
talks with the separatist Hurriyat 
Conference.

Sharma, a 1979-batch IPS 
officer who served in the state in 
1990s and retired last year, would 
initiate sustained interactions 
and dialogue to understand the 
legitimate aspirations of  people, 
especially the youth, and try to 
fulfil them, Singh said.

He will hold talks with all sec-
tions of people and organisations, 
the minister said and made it clear 
that there is no time-frame for him 
as the issue is sensitive.

Jammu and Kashmir Chief  

Minister Mehbooba Mufti wel-
comed the announcement while 
the Opposition parties like Na-
tional Conference and Congress 
took a dig at the government, say-
ing it had realised that “force” and 
“muscular” approach alone would 
not solve the problem.

Singh said Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi had held a series 
of  meetings with political repre-
sentatives on the Kashmir issue 
and “all of  them were clear that 
the process of  dialogue should 
begin in the Valley.” 

The home minister referred to 
the prime minister’s last Independ-
ence Day address in which he had 
said that problems of J&K cannot 
be solved by bullets or abuses but 
by embracing the people of  the 
state. That statement clearly un-
derlined the government’s policy 
and intention, Singh said while 
adding that the government was 
sensitive to issues related to Jam-
mu and Kashmir.

“The Centre has shown con-
viction and consistency on Kash-
mir issue and carrying forward 
this policy, we have decided to 
begin a sustained dialogue policy 
for Jammu and Kashmir.

“And for this, we have decided 
to appoint Dineshwar Sharma as 

special representative of the Gov-
ernment of India,” he said.

Sharma is the fourth inter-
locutor appointed by the Cen-
tre since 2002. The first one 
was former Union minister K C 
Pant, the second N N Vohra, the 
present governor of  the state, and 
the last was a three-member panel 
comprising former bureaucrat M 
M Ansari, academician Radha 
Kumar and late journalist Dileep 
Padgaonkar.

Asked about the failure of sim-
ilar initiatives undertaken earlier, 
the home minister said, “Please 
take it from me that whatever we 
do, we will do with good inten-
tions and clear policy.” 

To another question regarding 
previous reports of  interlocutors 
gathering dust in the home min-
istry, he said, “You cannot pre-
judge that this initiative will not 
be successful. Our announcement 
shows how serious we are about 
initiating dialogue.” 

Asked whether a police officer 
was capable for holding talks on 
such a sensitive issue, Singh shot 
back, “What’s wrong in that? He 
is an apolitical person having no 
political affiliation, which is his 
greatest advantage. Besides, he 
is well aware about the internal 

security situation of the country.” 
Mehbooba welcomed the an-

nouncement, saying dialogue is 
the need of the hour and the only 
way forward.

“Welcome the initiative of  
Union Government, appointing 
an interlocutor for leading a sus-
tained dialogue with stakeholders 
in Jammu & Kashmir (sic),” Me-
hbooba said in a tweet.

“This dialogue initiative is in 
line with P.M @narendramodi’s 
15th August speech na goli se, 
na gaali se, Kashmir ki samasya 
suljhegi gale lagaane se (sic),” she 
said in another tweet, referring to 
the prime minister’s remarks in his 
Independence Day speech.

National Conference leader 
and former chief  minister Omar 
Abdullah said the “acceptance” of  
the political nature of the Kashmir 
issue was a “resounding defeat of  
those who could only see use of  
force” as a solution.

“Centre announces an in-
terlocutor to engage with stake 
holders in J&K. Will keep an open 
mind and wait to see results of the 
dialogue process,” he tweeted.

Referring to the home minis-
ter’s statement that Sharma would 
try to understand the legitimate as-
pirations of the people of the state, 

Abdullah said, “The ‘legitimate 
aspirations’ of  people of  J&K is 
an interesting formulation.

Who gets to decide what is 
legitimate?” 

He also sought to know the 
fate of  the ongoing probe into 
terror-funding cases against some 
separatist leaders.

He asked, “What does this 
mean for the NIA investigation 
in J&K? Will investigation be sus-
pended to facilitate dialogue with 
detained Hurriyat leaders?” 

Responding to a tweet about 
the choice of a non-political rep-
resentative, Omar said, “One 
can’t get everything. So for now, 
we’ll take what we can get. More 
important than the person is the 
mandate and absence of  pre-
conditions.”

Senior  Congress  leader 
and former Home Minister P 
Chidambaram said the movement 
from “No talks” to “Talks with all 
stakeholders” was a major victory 
for those who had argued for a 
political solution in Jammu and 
Kashmir. 

“With appointment of  in-
terlocutor, I hope government 
has finally admitted ‘muscular 
approach’ has failed in J&K,” he 
added.

Awards for those working on 
employment opportunities for disabled
New Delhi, Oct. 23 (IANS): MindTree, 
a global digital transformation and tech-
nology services company, on Monday 
announced the winners of  the second 
edition of the “NCPEDP-Mindtree Helen 
Keller Awards” that honours individuals 
and organisations doing exemplary work 
to bring employment opportunities for 
persons with disabilities.

The National Centre for Promotion 
of  Employment for Disabled People 
(NCPEDP)-Helen Keller Awards were 
initiated in 1999 to bring awareness on 
the issue of employment for people with 
disabilities. However, MindTree began its 
association with NCPEDP in 2016.

This year, 10 awards have been an-
nounced for individuals and organisations 
under three different categories.

In the category of “role model disa-
bled persons”, the awards were bagged 
by Charudatta Jadhav, Head Accessibility 
COE, Tata Consultancy Services Limited; 
Devanshi Joshi, Store Assistant, Gram 
Bharat; Nirmita Narasimhan, Policy 
Director, Centre for Internet and Society; 
Pradip Sinha, Executive, Issue Retrieval 
Centre in IT Asset Management, Dell-
EMC.

The two winners in “role model sup-
porters of increased employment oppor-

tunities for disabled people” category are 
S.V. Krishnan, CEO, Dialogue in the Dark 
at ACE Social Foundation; Swaminathan 
Subramanian, Manager, Payments and 
Operations, at ANZ Bengaluru Service 
Centre.

In the category “role model compa-
nies/NGOs/institutions”, BarrierBreak 
Solutions; Hatti Food and Beverages; The 
Lemon Tree Hotel Company; and Vind-
hya e-Infomedia won the awards

“It is heartening to see the increasing 
number of  corporates being nominated 
for the awards. It is a proof that inclusivity 
is being taken up on priority,” Krishna-
kumar Natarajan, Executive Chairman, 
MindTree, said.

The awards will be given away on on 
December 2, the eve of World Disability 
Day.

In India, not many persons with disa-
bilities are applying for corporate jobs. This 
is definitely a concern, because it opens the 
conversation beyond employment, to lack 
of education and infrastructure for persons 
with disabilities. 

“Currently, not even one per cent of  
applicants for open positions are persons 
with disabilities,” said Abraham Moses, 
General Manager at MindTree Founda-
tion. Jaipur, Oct 23. (PTI):  Ra-

jasthan Congress president 
Sachin Pilot and several 
party leaders were detained 
by the police in Jaipur today 
soon after they took out 
a march against the state 
government’s criminal laws 
amendment bill.

After the Rajasthan 
Assembly session was ad-
journed for the day, Con-
gress MLAs and leaders 
assembled at Jyoti Nagar T-
point in the city, from where 

Pilot was to lead a march to 
the Raj Bhawan to hand over 
a representation against the 
Criminal Laws (Rajasthan 
Amendment) Bill, 2017.

Soon after the march 
began, the police detained 
Mr Pilot and other Congress 
leaders and took them to the 
Bajaj Nagar police station.

The Congress has op-
posed the bill, tabled in the 
Assembly today, which seeks 
to replace the Criminal Laws 
(Rajasthan Amendment) 

Ordinance, 2017, promul-
gated on September 7.

The ordinance seeks to 
protect serving and former 
judges, magistrates and pub-
lic servants in the state from 
being investigated for on-
duty action, without its prior 
sanction.

It also bars the media 
from reporting on such ac-
cusations till the sanction to 
proceed with the investiga-
tion is given by the govern-
ment.

New Delhi, Oct. 23 (IANS): The Congress 
and other opposition parties have planned 
to hold a protest in Delhi against the govern-
ment’s economic policies as also demoneti-
sation on November 8, the day the decision 
to junk high currency notes was announced 
by Prime Minister Narendra Modi last year.

The decision was taken at a meeting of  
the coordination committee of the parties 
held in Parliament House on Monday and 
attended by Leader of Opposition in the Ra-
jya Sabha Ghulam Nabi Azad, JD-U leader 
Sharad Yadav, BSP’s Satish Chandra Misra, 
TMC’s Derek O’Brien, DMK’s Kanimozhi 
and CPI’s D Raja.

Talking to reporters later, Azad said 
that the leaders of 18 opposition parties had 
formed a coordination committee that also 
includes CPI-M leader Sitaram Yechury and 
Samajwadi Party’s Ram Gopal Yadav. 

Both Yechury and Ram Gopal Yadav 
were not present at Monday’s meeting and 
Raja represented the Left parties.

The 18 opposition parties had come to-

gether for the presidential and vice presiden-
tial elections and had decided to coordinate 
with each other to take on the government 
on various issues concerning the people. 
They had also decided to form a coordina-
tion committee.

Azad has been authorised to consult 
leaders of other opposition parties and the 
protest programme will be announced at 
11.30 a.m. on Tuesday. 

“A coordination committee has been 
constituted which held its first meeting today. 
The committee will discuss the issues and 
future programmes and then take on board 
the other opposition parties which are not 
in the coordination committee,” Azad said. 

Sources said the meeting decided to hold 
a joint protest against the “fallout of govern-
ment’s economic policies including GST and 
demonetisation.” 

Interestingly, the joint opposition protest 
will be held a day before Himachal Pradesh 
goes to the polls and amid campaigning for 
the Gujarat elections.

Mumbai, Oct. 23 (PTI): 
The Maharashtra govern-
ment, which is implement-
ing an ambitious Rs 34,000 
crore farm loan waiver 
scheme, has asked the banks 
to use their own funds to 
settle farmers’ loans, and 
promised them a reimburse-
ment later.

As it has not specified a 
timeline for reimbursement, 
the state cooperation depart-
ment has received queries 
from banks, seeking clarity 
on the issue, a senior govern-
ment official today said.

The cooperation depart-
ment, in a letter on October 
13, asked the banks to use 
their own capital for set-
tling the loans of  eligible 
farmers and close their loan 
accounts. Banks should then 
submit a consolidated report 
to the government and the 
government will reimburse 
them as soon as possible, 
said the letter.

The government will 
provide the banks a list of  
loan accounts of  farmers 
who have been found eligi-

ble for waiver.
A senior official of  the 

cooperation department 
confirmed to PTI that he has 
received several calls from 
bankers, seeking clarification 
about the letter.

“As long as the govern-
ment doesn’t reimburse the 
banks, a huge amount of  
funds will be stuck and the 
banks are not going to earn 
any interest over delayed 
payment by the govern-
ment...banks are highly sus-
picious about this mode of  
implementation,” said the 
government official, speak-
ing on the condition of ano-
nymity.

“We cannot use our en-
tire capital for the implemen-
tation of loan waiver scheme 
which is being executed in 
phases. Once we get reim-
bursed for the first phase, 
we will go for the next one,” 
said a senior official from the 
banking sector.

On October 18, the BJP-
led Maharashtra govern-
ment announced that Rs 
4,000 crore would be depos-

ited in farmers’ accounts in 
the first phase of  the loan 
waiver scheme.

The same procedure had 
been adopted by the govern-
ment when a nationwide 
farm loan waiver was an-
nounced during the UPA 
regime in 2008. The Union 
government had then taken 
three years to complete re-
imbursement to banks, said 
a senior official of a public 
sector bank.

The cooperation depart-
ment is also facing the task 
of  scrutinising the list of  
farmers who have registered 
for loan waiver. While chief  
minister Devendra Fadnavis 
had said that around 89 lakh 
farmers would benefit from 
the scheme, actual number 
of registered farmers on the 
government portal `Aapale 
Sarkar’ has touched one 
crore.Which indicates that 
in some cases, more than 
one member of  a farmer 
family has applied for loan 
waiver. The scheme is lim-
ited to only one member per 
household.

New Delhi, Oct. 23 (IANS): Ask-
ing “why should we wear patriotism 
on our sleeves”, the Supreme Court 
on Monday directed the Centre 
to take a call on the playing of the 
national anthem in public places, 
including cinema halls.

A bench of Chief Justice Dipak 
Misra, Justice A.M. Khanwilkar 
and Justice D.Y. Chandrachud said 
it might modify the wording of its 
November 2016 order on the issue so 
that cinema halls “may” -- instead of  
“shall” -- play the national anthem 
before the start of movies. 

The court said that while taking 
a fresh decision on the matter, the 
government will not be influenced 
by its 2016 order wherein playing of  
the national anthem in cinema halls 
was made mandatory.

On November 30 last year, the 

Supreme Court ordered that the 
national anthem must be played in 
cinemas before a movie’s start to 
instil a feeling of “constitutional pa-
triotism” and a sense of “committed 
patriotism and nationalism”.

The court had made it manda-
tory for all those in the cinemas to 
stand up as a sign of respect when 
the anthem is played. Later, in De-
cember, the court modified its order 
to say that handicapped persons 
need not stand up.

On Monday, Attorney General 
K.K. Venugopal, appearing for the 
Centre, said India was a diverse 
country and the national anthem 
needed to be played in cinema halls 
to bring in a feeling of uniformity. 

The bench responded: “Not 
singing the national anthem in 
movie halls is not a sign of  being 

anti-national.” 
The court’s order on Monday 

came on a plea that sought the recall 
of its November 30 order. 

Asking why should the top court 
take the burden of passing an order 
extending the mandatory playing 
or singing of  the national anthem 
in public places, the bench said the 
Flag Code was not exhaustive and 
the government could pass orders to 
regulate it.

“People go to cinema halls for 
unadulterated entertainment. Why 
should we wear patriotism on our 
sleeves? These are all matters of  
entertainment. The Flag Code is not 
exhaustive. You can pass executive 
orders to regulate it. Why should 
the court take the burden of passing 
the order?” Justice Chandrachud 
observed and told Attorney General 

Venugopal that what the court was 
being asked to do could be done by 
the Centre. Justice Chandrachud 
said: “People wear shorts and go to 
cinema. Can you say this is disre-
spect to the national anthem? Where 
do we draw a line on moral polic-
ing? Why should you assume that 
everyone who doesn’t stand up for 
the national anthem is not patriotic?” 

The strong observations came 
as Venugopal referred to religious, 
racial, regional and other forms of  
diversity in the country.  He said it 
was necessary to have a unifying 
force that can be brought about by 
playing the national anthem. Senior 
counsel Chandra Uday Singh, ap-
pearing for a film society seeking 
recall of  the November 30 order, 
asked then why not play the national 
anthem on railway platforms as well.

New Delhi, Oct. 23 (IANS): The spurt 
in violence in Afghanistan, including 
an attack on an army base in Kandahar, 
and redevelopment efforts in the war-
torn country will find focus as Afghan 
President Ashraf  Ghani arrives here 
on a daylong visit, coinciding with the 
arrival of  US Secretary of  State Rex 
Tillerson, who flies in from Islamabad.

Ghani’s visit also comes close on 
the heels of Indian National Security 
Advisor Ajit Doval’s visit to Kabul on 
October 16 where he met the Afghan 
leadership, as a Quadrilateral Coor-
dination Group (QCG) meeting was 
on in Muscat between the US, China, 
Pakistan and Afghanistan to discuss 
revival of peace talks with the Taliban.

The visit of the Afghan President 
also comes as Ghani issued a directive 
on Sunday banning Pakistani trucks 
from entering his country.

The Afghan Transport Ministry 
said that Pakistani trucks will only be 

allowed up to the Afghan border cross-
ing where they will have to offload 
their goods and transfer them to Af-
ghan trucks, according to Tolo News.

Pakistani trucks were earlier al-
lowed to cross into Afghanistan at 
Torkham and Spin Boldak borders 
and would then transport their goods 
through the borders to other Central 
Asian countries.

“The Afghanistan and Pakistan 
Trade Agreement (APTA) has expired. 
Before this Pakistan did now allow 
Afghan trucks to enter its territory. So 
we do the same and after this Pakistani 
trucks will be unloaded at borders and 
Afghan trucks will carry the goods to 
Hairatan and Shir Khan ports,” a trans-
port ministry spokesman said. 

Afghanistan has witnessed a bloody 
past week, with suicide attacks that 
have killed more than 150 people. 
Taliban suicide bombers attacked an 
Afghan National Army post in the 

southwestern province of  Kandahar 
last week, in which 43 soldiers were 
killed and nine were wounded. In an 
attack on a Shiite mosque in Kabul 
54 people were killed and 55 injured, 
besides other attacks.

Tillerson, arriving on his maiden 
visit to India, had announced last week 
that the US wants to dramatically 
deepen ties with India. The top US 
diplomat is on a five-nation tour that 
includes Saudi Arabia and Pakistan. 

US President Donald Trump in 
August had outlined Washington’s re-
worked strategy on Afghanistan, which 
included a definite role for India for sta-
bilizing the violence-wracked country.

While India has said that it will not 
deploy Indian armed forces in Afghani-
stan, New Delhi has maintained that its 
redevelopment efforts in Afghanistan 
will continue.

In a statement, the Ministry of  
External Affairs said that President 

Ghani, during his working visit, will 
meet his Indian counterpart, Ram Nath 
Kovind and hold delegation-level talks 
with Prime Minister Narendra Modi.

“The visit will build upon the recent 
high level bilateral exchanges between 
the two countries, including the recent 
visits of Abdullah Abdullah, Chief Ex-
ecutive of Afghanistan on September 
27-29, and that of the Foreign Minister 
of  Afghanistan Salahuddin Rabbani 
on September 10-11 to India for the 
meeting of the bilateral Strategic Part-
nership Council which was co-chaired 
by External Affairs Minister (Sushma 
Swaraj),” the ministry said in a state-
ment. 

“Both sides will have the oppor-
tunity to review the entire gamut of  
multifaceted bilateral strategic partner-
ship, including the New Development 
Partnership; hold consultations and 
coordinate on furthering the shared 
objective of promoting peace, security, 

stability and prosperity in Afghanistan 
and efforts to combat the menace of  
terrorism; and discuss regional and glo-
bal issues of mutual interest,” it added.

During the second Strategic Part-
nership Council meeting on September 
11, making use of the fresh $1 billion 
announced by Prime Minister Modi, 
India and Afghanistan launched a New 
Development Partnership. 

India worked with Afghanistan to 
identify priorities and projects where 
Kabul needed New Delhi’s assistance 
to be directed. 

India agreed to implement some 
important new projects such as the 
Shahtoot Dam and drinking water 
project for Kabul that would also 
facilitate irrigation, water supply for 
Charikar city, road connectivity to 
Band-e-Amir in Bamyan province 
that would promote tourism, low cost 
housing for returning Afghan refugees 
in Nangarhar province to promote their 

resettlement, a gypsum board manu-
facturing plant in Kabul to promote 
value-added local industry and for 
import substitution, and a polyclinic in 
Mazar-e-Sharif. 

India will also take up 116 high im-
pact community development projects 
in 31 provinces of Afghanistan. 

These important investments will 
be in the areas of  education, health, 
agriculture, irrigation, drinking water, 
renewable energy, flood control, micro-
hydro power, sports and administrative 
infrastructure, according to the Exter-
nal Affairs Ministry.

New Delhi also announced that 
ongoing programmes for education, 
capacity building, skills and human 
resource development in Afghanistan, 
one of the largest such programmes in 
the world, would continue for a further 
period of five years from 2017 to 2022. 

India is a leading development aid 
partner for strife-torn Afghanistan. 
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News IN BrIef
Five killed as typhoon Lan lashes 
Japan 
Tokyo, Oct. 23 (IANS):  At least five people were killed 
with transportation systems and businesses severely 
disrupted as typhoon Lan lashed Japan’s Pacific coast 
after making landfall on Monday.The typhoon, with an 
atmospheric pressure of 950 hectopascals at its centre 
and packing powerful winds of up to 198 kph, hit the 
Shizuoka prefecture on Honshu island at around 3 
a.m., reports Xinhua news agency.According to local 
media reports, the 21st typhoon of  the season left a 
trail of destruction, with rivers bursting their banks and 
landslides engulfing homes, with the western region of  
Wakayama prefecture seeing as much as 800 mm of rain 
through a 48-hour period to Sunday.According to the 
weather agency, Mie prefecture was also hard hit, with 
the powerful storm dumping 700 mm of rain through 
the same period, which also caused extensive flooding 
in parts of Nara prefecture.The victims were reported 
from Fukuoka, Yamaguchi, Osaka, Wakayama and 
Mie prefectures.

Trump defends social media use, 
says it won him election
New York, Oct. 23 (IANS):  Heavily criticised for 
the use of Twitter to often launch personal attacks on 
media outlets and the opposition, US President Donald 
Trump has defended his regular use of  social media 
and said he might not have won the election without 
it.In an interview airing on US channel Fox Business 
Network, Trump said he could bypass what he labels 
unfair media coverage by speaking directly to his 
followers.“Tweeting is like a typewriter -- when I put 
it out, you put it immediately on your show. I doubt I 
would be here if weren’t for social media, to be honest 
with you,” he was quoted as saying.Calling his social 
media accounts on Facebook, Twitter and Instagram “a 
tremendous platform”, Trump said, “When somebody 
says something about me, I am able to go bing, bing, bing 
and I take care of it.”

Jordan’s Queen Rania visits 
Rohingya camp in Bangladesh
Dhaka, Oct 23 (IANS) Queen Rania Al Abdullah of  
Jordan on Monday visited Rohingya refugee camps in 
Bangladesh’s Cox’s Bazar and urged the international 
community to stand up to the injustices inflicted on 
the community.Jordan’s queen visited the Kutupalang 
Rohingya refugee camp in Cox’s Bazar’s Ukhiya 
Upazila.Over half a million Rohingyas have fled across 
the border into Bangladesh since the Myanmar military 
began a crackdown in Rakhine state on August 25.She 
called upon the world to speak out against the ‘ethnic 
cleansing’ of the Rohingyas.She was accompanied by 
Bangladesh’s State Minister for Foreign Affairs Shahriar 
Alam.She also hailed Bangladeshi people for showing 
enormous generosity and giving shelter to thousands 
of  Rohingyas.Queen Rania during her visit to the 
Kutupalong Rohingya camp sat with Rohingya children, 
talked to the people there and listened to their plight. 

Seoul probes disappearance of 
N.Korean defector couple
Seoul, Oct. 23 (IANS):  South Korea is investigating the 
mysterious disappearance of a North Korean defector 
couple who might have returned to their country, a top 
Unification Ministry official said on Monday.It is not yet 
known if the couple, in their early 30s, returned to their 
country of their own will or if they were apprehended 
by North Korean authorities from border areas of  
China, the official told Efe news.In a press conference 
on Monday, the ministry said that out of 31,093 North 
Koreans who have fled to South Korea so far, 26 have 
returned to their country.According to government and 
nonprofit reports, most North Korean defectors work in 
low-paid jobs and often face prejudice in South Korea, 
leading to psychological distress.

Thousands in Berlin protest against 
far-right presence in German 
Parliament
Berlin, Oct. 23 (IANS):  Thousands of people gathered 
on Sunday in Berlin to protest against racism and the 
presence of a far-right party in the German parliament.
Some 12,000 people, according to organisers, though 
police said there were 10,000 present, marched from 
Brandenburg Gate through the governmental district, 
two days ahead of the opening session of a parliament 
that will have a far-right party present for the first time in 
decades, Efe reported.Alternative for Germany (AfD), 
a far-right party known for its anti-immigration views 
that is often branded as racist, became the third largest 
party in the country in the Sept. elections, receiving 12.6 
percent of the vote. One of the organiders of Sunday’s 
march, Ali Can, said the demonstration was not against 
the democratic election of the party, though he admitted 
that the electoral results had shaken him. 

US threats over n-deal has no 
impact on oil market: Iran
Tehran, Oct.23 (IANS): Iran’s Petroleum Minister 
Bijan Namdar Zanganeh said that global oil markets 
have remained unfazed by the recent remarks of  US 
President Donald Trump against Iran’s international 
2015 nuclear deal, internationally known as JCPOA, 
Press TV reported on Sunday.In the meantime, Iranian 
senior lawmaker Hossein Naqavi Hosseini said that 
Trump’s anti-JCPOA stance, should have increased oil 
prices to as high as $65 per barrel. “However, Trump’s 
remarks failed to produce any major impact.”The 
JCPOA was reached between Iran, the five permanent 
members of the UN Security Council, Britain, China, 
France, Russia and the US, plus Germany, in July 2015. 
Under the deal, Iran agreed to halt its nuclear weapon 
programme in exchange for economic aid and lifting of  
international sanctions.

IS ‘’executed’’ 116 in Syria town 
revenge campaign - Monitor
Beirut, Oct. 23 (AFP):  The Islamic State group killed 
116 people it suspected of collaborating with the Syrian 
regime in Al-Qaryatain this month before losing the 
desert down to government forces, a monitor said today.
“IS has over a period of  20 days executed at least 
116 civilians in reprisal killings, accusing them of  
collaboration with regime forces,” said Rami Abdel 
Rahman, head of the Britain-based Syrian Observatory 
for Human Rights monitor.Regime forces retook Al-
Qaryatain, which lies in the central Homs province, on 
Saturday, three weeks after the jihadists seized control 
of it.IS had first occupied the town in 2015 and lost it to 
a Russian-backed Syria forces last year.“Most of the IS 
fighters who attacked the town a month ago were sleeper 
cells... They are from the town, know the town’s residents 
and who is for or against the regime,” he said.

UN asks Lanka to get transitional justice house in order

Body of three year old Indian girl 
missing in Texas found — Police  

ASEAN Defence Ministers begin 
security talks in Philippines

Three Indians among six arrested for 
smuggling protected animals in Nepal 

3,000-year-old graves found in Norway

Pakistan Finance Minister appears before accountability court in Panama scandal

Saudi Arabia not ready for
 dialogue with Qatar— Tillerson

Colombo, Oct 23 (PTI): Sri Lan-
ka’s transnational justice policy to 
deal with allegations of war crimes 
during decades- long civil war has 
been deeply polarised and po-
liticised, a special UN rapporteur 
today said as he urged the govern-
ment to adopt a clear timeline to 
address the issue.

Concluding his two-week visit 
to Sri Lanka for the second time 
after a government invitation ex-
tended, UN Rapporteur on pro-
motion of truth, justice reparation 
and guarantees of non- recurrence, 
Pablo de Greiff, said the country 
should adopt a transitional justice 
strategy with clear timeline for 
implementation.

Recalling his previous visit 
in 2015, he said, “The process is 
nowhere close to where it should 

have been.” 
He told reporters that many is-

sues he highlighted during his last 
visit remain unaddressed.

“In a highly polarised context 
the absence of  a comprehensive 
plan that includes provisions for 
the satisfaction of  the rights to 
truth, justice, reparation and guar-
antees of  non-recurrence has left 
transitional justice an easy target 
to attack.” 

He said that transitional justice 
at the end of  over three-decade 
armed campaign by the LTTE 
should be of interest, and in any 
case is meant to protect the rights 
of all the people of the country.

“Transitional justice processes 
are nothing like witch hunts, they 
do not involve massive purges, and 
do not trade on charges of collec-

tive responsibility or guilt by asso-
ciation,” he was quoted as saying 
by the Sunday Times.

UN Rapporteur Grieff  also 
expressed concerns over the recent 
use of rhetoric such as “war heroes 
will never be brought to trial” by 
senior government ministers.

“This seems to me to misrep-
resent the target of  transitional 
justice accountability measures 
by suggesting that it is a generally 
anti-security agenda, and also by 
forgetting that no one who has 
committed violations of  human 
rights law or of the laws of war de-
serves to be called a hero,” he said.

Pointing out the recent case 
presented in Brazil against a former 
member of  the Armed Forces, 
Greiff  noted that accountabil-
ity will be sought either here or 

abroad.” 
“In my opinion, this is an ad-

ditional reason for the country, 
with the full support of the Armed 
Forces, who stand a lot to gain 
from this process-- to establish a 
robust and credible comprehensive 
transitional justice policy,” he said.

Greiff compiled a comprehen-
sive recommendations to move 
forward in the transnational justice 
process and he will be delivering 
his final report to Human Rights 
Council in September next year.

During his 14-day visit, he 
travelled to different parts of  the 
country and met victims of ethnic 
conflict.

He has recommended confi-
dence building measures such as 
the repeal of  the prevention of  
terrorism Act, end the military s 

role in business and reduction of  
military presence in the former 
conflict areas.

Mapping of civilian lands held 
for military purposes, cease surveil-
lance of human rights defenders.

He has also urged for opera-
tionalising the Office of  Missing 
Persons and ensure its regional 
presence to facilitate access to vic-
tims families.

“Truth Commission will be 
a crucial tool to establish patters 
of violations over many cycles of  
violence.

Legislation establishing a truth 
commission should be adopted 
promptly,” he said.

Sri Lanka’s civil war ended 
in 2009 when government troops 
defeated ethnic Tamil separatist 
rebels.

Houston, Oct. 23 (PTI):  
Police in the US today 
found the body of  a small 
child in a culvert, which 
they say is “most likely” 
that of  a 3-year-old Indian 
girl who went missing over 
two weeks ago when her 
foster father sent her outside 
alone late in the night as 
punishment for not drinking 
her milk.

Sherin Mathews, who 
has developmental issues 
and limited verbal commu-
nication skills, was last seen 
outside her family’s back-
yard in Richardson city in 
Texas on October 7 after 
her Indian-American father 

Wesley Mathews upbraided 
her and sent her alone out-
side late at night as punish-
ment for not finishing her 
milk.

The Richardson Police 
announced that they discov-
ered the remains of a small 
child in a tunnel beneath a 
road, expressing apprehen-
sion that it was “most likely” 
of  Sherin.The body was 
found in a culvert beneath 
a road around 11 AM (lo-
cal time) with the help of  
search dogs. Police have not 
released any details about 
how the child died.The body 
was found in a culvert be-
neath a road, Sergeant Kevin 

Perlich, spokesman for the 
Richardson Police Depart-
ment, told reporters.

An arrest has not been 
made in connection with the 
discovery of the body.While 
a medical examiner has yet 
to see the child’s body and 
make a positive identifica-
tion, Perlich said, “It is most 
likely” Sherin Mathews, and 
her parents have been noti-
fied of  the discovery. The 
cause of death has yet to be 
determined.The area has 
been blocked off as a crime 
scene, he said.

The identification proc-
ess was underway. The 
medical examiner was 
working to determine the 
cause of  death, he said.
The child’s foster father, 
Wesley Mathews, 37, was 
arrested on October 8 on 
a charge of  abandoning or 
endangering a child. A day 
later, he was released from 
custody after posting USD 
250,000 bond.

As per an arrest-warrant 
affidavit, Mathews, hailing 
from Kerala, told police that 
he sent Sherin outside and 
told her to stand next to a 
large tree at around 3 AM 
October 7.Mathews admit-
ted to police that he knew 
coyotes or wild dogs had 
been seen in the alley, the 

affidavit said.
After looking around 

for her, he said he then went 
inside to do laundry and 
decided to wait until morn-
ing to continue searching or 
for her to return on her own, 
Perlich said.Police were not 
alerted to her disappearance 
until about five hours later.
Child Protective Services 
took custody of the Indian- 
American couple’s other 
biological daughter, age 4, 
shortly after Wesley was 
arrested.The Mathews re-
portedly adopted Sherin two 
years ago from an orphan-
age in Bihar.Investigators 
combed Sherin’s neighbor-
hood and surrounding area 
with K-9 teams, drones and 
helicopters and executed a 
search warrant at the Math-
ews’ home on October 10, 
police said.

Police had also taken 
DNA swabs, receipts, grass 
and other debris from three 
vehicles belonging to the 
Mathews family.The Rich-
ardson Police Department 
said on October 12 that one 
of  the Mathews’ vehicles 
had left the residence the 
morning Sherin went miss-
ing, between 4 and 5 am, 
between the time Mathews 
said Sherin disappeared and 
the time he called police.

Clark (the Philippines), 
Oct.23 (IANS) :   The 
ASEAN Defence Minis-
ters began their high-level 
security dialogue on Mon-
day to discuss security 
issues, including counter-
terrorism, drug trafficking 
and maritime conflicts, 
facing the region.

They held a breakfast 
meeting before the formal 
opening of  the ASEAN 
Association of  Southeast 
Asian Nations (ASEAN) 
Defence Ministers’ Meet-
ing (ADMM) to specifi-
cally discuss the threat of  
violent extremism in the 
region, Xinhua quoted 
Arsenio Andolong, chief  
of  the Department of  the 
Philippine National De-
fence’ Public Affairs Serv-
ice, as saying.

He said Malaysia initi-
ated the breakfast meeting 
before the ADMM offi-
cially opened.

The Philippines, chair 
of  the ASEAN this year, is 
hosting the 11th ADMM 
and 4th ASEAN Defence 
Ministers’ Meeting-Plus 
(ADMM-Plus) that in-
clude eight of  ASEAN’s 
dialogue partners namely 
Australia, China, India, 
Japan,  New Zealand, 
South Korea, Russia and 
the US.

Philippine Defence 
Secretary Delfin Loren-
zana said his nation will 
push several initiatives, 
including “a three-year 
work programme that will 
focus on streamlining, syn-
ergizing and rationalizing 
ADMM efforts”, during 
the two-day meeting.

The meeting hopes 
to come up “with frame-
works for maritime in-
teraction, education and 
training exchanges, air-
craft encounters among 
others”, he added.

The ADMM, which 
is the highest defence 
consultative and coop-
erative mechanism in the 
ASEAN, aims to promote 
mutual trust and confi-
dence through greater 
understanding of  defence 
and security challeng-
es as well as enhance-
ment of  transparency and 
openness among the 10 
ASEAN member states 
- Brunei, Cambodia, In-
donesia, Laos, Malaysia, 
Myanmar, the Philippines, 
Singapore, Thailand and 
Vietnam.

The ADMM-Plus is a 
platform for the ASEAN 
Defence Ministers to en-
gage their dialogue part-
ners from Asia and the 
Pacific.

Kathmandu, Oct. 23 (PTI) 
:Three Indians and a Paki-
stani were among six people 
arrested here for allegedly 
smuggling protected live 
animals to Nepal from Ni-
geria, a media report said 
today.

The Central Investiga-
tion Bureau of  the Nepal 
Police arrested three Indi-
ans -- Mohammad Usman, 
34, Mohammad Faim, 35, 
and Mohammad Sherif  
Shahid, 35, the Himalayan 
Times reported.Two Nepa-
lese -- Sanjeev Bhari, 40, 
of  Kathmandu and Raj 
Kumar Tiwari, 42, of  Bara 
-- and Jawaid Aslam Khan, 
55, of  Pakistan were also 
arrested, police officials 
said.

Two chimpanzees, eight 
monkeys, seven golden 

pheasants, two ringneck 
pheasants, 38 pigeons and 
65 parrots were seized from 
the accused after a raid at 
the house of Bhari in Kath-
mandu on October 18, said 
Superintendent of  Polcie 
Jeevan Shrestha, the CIB 
spokesperson.

The accused have been 
handed over to the District 
Forest Office, Kathmandu, 
where legal action under 
National Parks and Wildlife 
Conservation Act will be 
initiated, while the animals 
and birds rescued alive have 
been sent to the Central 
Zoo.

Anyone involved in the 
trade of  protected species 
may face a jail term of five 
to 15 years, and also be 
slapped with a fine of up to 
Rs 100,000, the report said.

Indian national Us-
man is a repeat offender 
and was arrested with 109 
tortoises and 162 birds 
of  different species from 
Kathmandu in June last 
year, it said.

Police had raided a 
house and recovered the 
reptiles and birds kept in 
boxes and cages. Officials 
said the tortoises, which 
weigh three to five kg each, 
and the birds, including 
several varieties of  parrots, 
were smuggled into Nepal 
from India.

It is believed the seized 
animals were to be illegally 
transported to China, where 
they would end up in res-
taurants or thriving markets 
in Vietnam selling animals 
and birds, according to the 
report..

Oslo, Oct. 23 (IANS): Archaeologists 
have found 3,000-year-old graves in 
central Norway, media reports said on 
Monday.

The archaeologists, from the Norwegian 
University of Science and Technology Mu-
seum, found the graves under two meters of  
slide deposits in Sandbrauta in South Tron-
delag, where a new section of the European 
route E6 is to be built, Xinhua news agency 
reported.“There is a trace of a clay landslide 
that happened in the area probably already 
in prehistoric times. The clay has landed as a 

lid over the tombs,” project manager Merete 
Moe Henriksen said.

According to state-owned company New 
Roads, the excavation will have no conse-
quences for the development of  the road, 
public broadcaster NRK reported.

The archaeologists have found well pre-
served cairn graves under the clay which are 
nine meters in diameter, as well as several 
smaller stone-built chambers.Several figures 
have been found close to the cairns as well. 
The scientists have also found a casting mold 
that had been used to cast bronze axes.

Islamabad, Oct. 23 (PTI):  
Ishaq Dar, Pakistan’s embattled 
Finance Minister and ousted 
prime minister Nawaz Sharif ’s 
close aide, indicted in a graft 
case in the Panama Papers scan-
dal, today appeared before an 
anti-corruption court here for 
the seventh time.

The National Accountabil-
ity Court had indicted Dar last 
month in the case pertaining to 
his owning assets “beyond his 
known sources of  income”.

At today’s hearing, the an-
ti-corruption watchdog Na-
tional Accountability Bureau 
(NAB) prosecution presented 
two new witnesses against the 

67-year-old minister, the Dawn 
reported.

The NAB on September 8 
filed the case against Dar fol-
lowing the July 28 verdict of  the 
Supreme Court in the Panama 
Papers case that indicted Sharif  
and his family.

The apex court had also 
disqualified Sharif  and ordered 
corruption cases against him, 
his children Maryam, Husain 
and Hasan and son-in-law Mu-
hammad Safdar.

The first witness, Abdul Re-
hman Gondal, branch manager 
of  a private bank’s parliament 
branch, has completed his state-
ment and is being cross-exam-

ined by Dar’s counsel Khawaja 
Haris, the report said.

Gondal provided details 
of  the account held by Dar 
in the bank. He informed the 
court that the NAB had sum-
moned him along with relevant 
documents on August 16 and he 
submitted the requisite record 
concerning Dar to the investi-
gating officer.

Gondal said he had pro-
vided bank statements of  Dar 
from March 25, 2005 to August 
16, 2017 to the NAB. The bank 
transaction details provided by 
the witness were made part of  
case record by the court, the 
report said.

The court directed to him 
appears in the next hearing with 
additional record.

The second witness, Masood 
Ghani, the operations manager 
in a private bank, gave his tes-
timony regarding Dar’s bank 
record.

His cross-examination could 
not be completed today and the 
court ordered him to appear in 
the next hearing with the record 
sought by the defence counsel.

The hearing was subsequent-
ly adjourned till October 30, the 
report said.

The court had on Wednes-
day adjourned the hearing of  
the graft cases till October 23 af-

ter the minister’s senior counsel 
left the country in a rush.

In the preceding hearing of  
the case, Haris had cross- ques-
tioned Al-Baraka Islamic Bank’s 
Assistant Vice President Tariq 
Javed the prosecution’s third 
witness.

On October 19, the anti-
graft court had indicted Sharif, 
his daughter and son-in-law in 
a corruption case related to the 
Avenfield properties in London.

The case was one of  the 
three cases registered by the 
NAB on September 8 against 
67-year-old Sharif, his children 
and son-in-law in the Account-
ability Court in Islamabad.

Doha, Oct 23 (IANS): 
The US secretary of  State 
Rex Tillerson said that 
Saudi Arabia is not ready 
to talk to Doha to end the 
months-long diplomatic 
crisis, local media report-
ed on Monday.

Tillerson made the re-
marks during his ongoing 
visit to Qatar, where he 
held a joint news confer-
ence with Qatar’s Min-
ister of  Foreign Affairs 
Sheikh Mohammed bin 
Abdulrahman al Thani, 
Xinhua news agency re-
ported.

Qatar is committed 
to the Gulf  Cooperation 
Council (GCC) system, 
al Thani said, adding that 

the country is also willing 
to push for a dialogue in 
resolving the dispute.

Ti l lerson’s  v is i t  to 
Qatar followed a stop in 
Saudi Arabia, where he 
attempted to resolve the 
Gulf  dispute.

Commenting on his 
Saudi visit, Tillerson said 
Saudi Arabia is not ready 
to talk to Doha and his 
mediation bid received 
no positive response by 
Riyadh.

“In my meetings with 
Saudi Crown Prince Mo-
hammed bin Salman, I 
asked him to please en-
gage in dialogue, but there 
is not a strong indication 
that parties are ready to 

talk yet,” said Tillerson.
The US official, who 

also met  Qatar i  Emir 
Sheikh Tamim bin Hamad 
Al Thani, expressed con-
cern about the effect of  
the crisis on the region’s 
security and stability.

Saudi Arabia, Bah-
rain, the United Arab 
Emirates and Egypt cut 
diplomatic and economic 
ties with Qatar on June 5, 
accusing it of  supporting 
terrorism and cozying up 
to Iran. Qatar categorical-
ly denied the allegations.

Qatar is home to the 
largest US military base 
in the Middle East, where 
over 11,000 soldiers are 
stationed.
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Esha Deol blessed with a baby girl
Actor Esha Deol and husband Bharat Takhtani have 
become proud parents to a baby girl. Esha, daughter 
of actors Dharmendra and Hema Malini, gave birth to 
her first child on October 20 at Hinduja Hospital, here. 
It was a normal delivery. Grandparents Malini and 
Dharmendra were present at the hospital during the 
delivery, along with Bharat’s entire family and Esha’s 
sister Ahana and her husband Vaibhav Vohra. The 
35-year-old actor tied the knot with Bharat in June 
2012 after dating for a year. (PTI)

James Toback accused of 
sexual abuse by 38 women

‘This is watershed moment for society’
Shabana Azmi, Shekhar 
Kapur to judge films on 

violence against women

Marilyn Manson’s bassist accused of rape

TickeT raTes
Silver Rs. 80
Gold Rs. 150

Platinum Rs. 320

HILL STAR 
Movie Schedule
Hill Star is thrilled to announce its valued HillStarCinema 
fans that the hall is now live at BookMyShowIN You can 

now BUY tickets online! 

11 am, 5 pm: Secret 
Super Star (Hindi)

2 pm, 8 pm: Golmal 
Again (hindi)

‘X-Men’ actress cites Hollywood’s 
sexism for exit from franchise

AC/DC producer and Australian 
music pioneer George Young dies

A
ustralian music 
pioneer George 
Young, a driving 
force behind 
AC/DC which 

was fronted by his brothers 
Angus and Malcolm, has died 
aged 70, the band and his pub-
lishing house said Monday.

Young shot to fame in 
the 1960s as a member of  
Sydney-based The Easybeats 
and became an established 
songwriter, penning classics 
like “Love is in the Air” and 
“Friday on my Mind” with 
long-time collaborator Harry 
Vanda.

But he was best known for 
his behind-the-scenes work 
helping create one of  the 
biggest rock acts in the world, 
co-producing many AC/DC 
albums including “Let There 

Be Rock”, “Dirty Deeds Done 
Dirt Cheap”, and “High Volt-
age”.

“It is with pain in our 
heart that we have to an-
nounce the passing of  our 
beloved brother and mentor 
George Young,” the band said 
in a statement.

“Without his help and 
guidance there would not 
have been an AC/DC.

“As a musician, song-
writer, producer, advisor and 
much, much more, you could 
not ask for a more dedicated 
and professional man.”

George was a teenager 
when he emigrated from 
Scotland to Australia with his 
brothers and was the first to 
win acclaim as a guitarist for 
the extremely popular The 
Easybeats.

After the band broke 
up, Young and Vanda 
concentrated on writing 
and producing pop and 
rock songs for other artists 
under the umbrella of  
Albert Productions.

“George was a pioneer 
who, with close friends 
Harry Vanda and Ted Al-
bert, created a new sound 
for the Australian music 
industry,” said Albert chief  
executive David Albert.

“He will be missed.”
Fellow Glaswegian and 

Cold Chisel frontman Jimmy 
Barnes also paid tribute, 
tweeting: “George Young 
RIP. What a huge loss for 
music. A great songwriter, 
producer and a great 
human being.”

AFP

A
ctress Famke Janssen, who 
originally essayed the role of  Jean 
Grey in most of  the “X-Men” 
franchise films, blames Holly-
wood’s sexism for her exit from 

the series.
“I didn’t give up, they gave up on me. 

There’s a big difference,” Janssen told usmaga-
zine.com.

She cited ageism and sexism as the reasons 
of  her exit.

“It was their (producers’) decision, you 
know? It’s like what happens in life. You get, 
well not to me thankfully. But people, just like 
men trade women in for a younger model ver-
sion. It’s like that,” said Janssen.

She was excited for Sophie Turner, who 
was cast as a young Jean Grey, Janssen 
wondered why the old Grey couldn’t exist 
alongside the younger one just like they did 
with Margneto (Ian McKellen and Michael 
Fassbender) and Professor X (Patrick Stewart 
and James McAvoy).

“In the ‘X-Men’ series, they’ve been doing 
this for years. Although women, it’s interesting 
because they’re replaced, and the older ver-
sions - or more mature, whatever the politically 

correct version of  that is - are never to 
be seen again.

“Whereas, the men are allowed to 
be both ages. Sexism.

“I think that I should be back 
along with my younger version and 
the way that we’ve seen it with Mag-
neto and Professor X.”

Turner started joining the “X-
Men” franchise in 2016 with “X-Men: 
Apocalypse”.

Her character is expected to have 
a bigger role and cross to dark side in 
the next installment “X-Men: Dark 
Phoenix”.

Actress Jennifer Lawrence is 
back as Mystique, Nicholas Hoult 
as Beast, Tye Sheridan as Cyclops, 
Alexandra Shipp as Storm, Kodi 
Smit-McPhee asANightcrawler, 
Evan Peters as Quicksilver, and 
Olivia Munn as Psylocke.

Directed by Simon Kinberg, 
the film is set to release next 
month.

IANS

O
scar-nominated writer-
director James Toback 
has been accused of  
sexually harassing at 
least 38 women stem-

ming back to at least the 1980s.
A Los Angeles Times report 

explains that while some of the 
women were looking for work in the 
entertainment industry at the time of  
the alleged incidents, others were sim-
ply approached by Toback, reports 
variety.com. 

Out of the 38, as many as 31 
of the women spoke about it, and 
detailed various incidents in which 
Toback allegedly made lewd sug-
gestions, steered conversations into 
sexually explicit territory, and rubbed 
against them until he ejaculated into 
his pants or on their bodies.

“The way he presented it, it was 
like, ‘This is how things are done’,” 
actress Adrienne LaValley said of  
a 2008 hotel room encounter that 
ended with Toback trying to rub his 
crotch against her leg. 

When she recoiled, he stood up 
and ejaculated in his pants.

“I felt like a prostitute, an utter 
disappointment to myself, my par-
ents, my friends,” LaValley added. 

Although Toback is not a widely 
recognised name outside of the film 
community, his writing credits in-
clude “Tyson”, “The Gambler”, and 
“The Pick-Up Artist”.

He has made films with promi-
nent actors like James Caan and 

Robert Downey, Jr. 
Other women named in the 

Times’ piece include Starr Rinaldi, 
Louise Post, Karen Sklaire, Anna 
Scott, Echo Danon, and Chantal 
Cousineau. All of them recounted 
incidents in which they experienced 
some form of harassment from 
Toback.

IANS

A
ctor George Clooney 
hopes the current scenario 
where women are voic-
ing their cases of sexual 
harassment is a “watershed 

moment for society where women feel 
safe enough” to talk about the issue.

On Sunday, at the premiere of his 
latest directorial foray “Suburbicon”, 
Clooney talked about the issue, reports 
thehollywoodreporter.com.

“What we hope is this is a watershed 
moment for society where women feel 
safe enough to talk about this issue, 
feel believed and where men who are 
committing these crimes and violations 
don’t feel safe and feel as if they do these 
things they’re going to be outed, sued 
and may even get litigated and go to jail 
for it,” said Clooney.

“If we can get to that point then we 
actually succeeded. This thing won’t end 
up just being Harvey Weinstein jokes in 
three months,” he added.

In addition, stars including Jessica 

Chastain, Brie Larson, Patricia Arquette, 
Judd Apatow and Seth Rogen have all 
spoken out in one way or another. 

Clooney also spoke out against 
filmmaker Woody Allen’s remark that 
Hollywood had created a “witch hunt 
atmosphere” after several actresses 
blamed Weinstein of sexually harassing 
them.

“That’s a stupid thing to say,” 
Clooney responded. 

“The reality is it’s not a witch hunt 
to these women who were trapped in a 
hotel room and told they were going to 
get a part and then suddenly here comes 
Harvey Weinstein in his birthday suit. 
That’s an assault. It’s not just Hollywood 
it’s all of society and we’re going to have 
to come to terms with it because we 
haven’t yet,” he added.

“It’s infuriating and it’s also infuriat-
ing when I read stories about report-
ers who did investigations and 
didn’t print it for 10 years. Then 
you go, ‘Why didn’t you print 

that story? I would have liked 
to have seen it. And I would 
like to know who brought 
actresses up to Harvey Wein-
stein’s room and then left. I’d 
like to know that’.”

Actor Matt Damon 
remains optimistic about how 
these stories can bring change. 

“I really do believe there 
is going to be major change. 
There won’t be this type of be-
haviour anymore,” said Damon. 

Damon hopes victims of these 
crimes speak out worldwide and not 
just in Hollywood. 

IANS

T
wiggy Ramirez, 
bassist for rock 
band Marilyn 
Manson has 
been accused of  

rape by Jessicka Addams, 
lead singer in the band Jack 
Off Jill.

Addams detailed the 
alleged assault in a lengthy 
Facebook post, writing that 
she and Ramirez entered 
into a relationship in 1990s, 
when she was 18, and it 
became physically violent 
in the following months 
and years, reports variety.
com.

She detailed a pattern 
of abuse that began with 
jealousy and escalated into 
hitting her repeatedly.

During a tour break 
with Nine Inch Nails, who 
Ramirez also played with, 
the musician allegedly vis-
ited Addams at their friend 
Pete’s apartment.

“He forced me on to 

the floor with his hand 
around my neck. I said 
NO. I said it so loud 
enough, that Pete came 
rushing in from the other 
room to get him off of me. 
But I had been raped. I had 
been raped by somebody 
I thought I loved,” Adams 
posted. Addams attributed 
her delay in coming for-

ward with the accusation 
to warnings from her label 
that if she went public, her 
band could likely get black 
balled by “concert promot-
ers, radio programmers, 
and other bands and their 
managers.” 

“The label blatantly 
feared the big machine 
behind Marilyn Manson 

would use their power to 
destroy not only Jack Off  
Jill, but my name, Jes-
sicka, as well. The pressure 
and guilt of the inevitable 
repercussions of my rape 
story affecting my band’s 
livelihood, happiness and 
success kept me silent for 
years,” she added.

IANS

C
elebrities 
including 
Shabana 
Azmi, 
Shekhar 

Kapoor, Feroz Abbas 
Khan are on board as 
jury members to judge 

a film contest which 
involves movies on the 

theme of ending violence 
against women and girls.

The digital film contest 
ran from May 30 to Septem-

ber 15, and the stars have been 
roped in to find the winner 

from the entries. 

The films are made by college students.
The contest is a part of ‘Bas Ab Bahut 

Ho Gaya’, a campaign to mobilise youth, 
build awareness and change attitudes on 
violence, especially against women and 
girls. The campaign has been led by Popu-
lation Foundation of India, in association 
with Farhan Akht’r’s initiative MARD, 
and Feroz Abbas Khan, read a statement.

Apart from the jury selection, the 
campaign will also a ‘Viewers’ Choice’ poll 
for a special prize.

“It takes courage to present a sensitive 
issue after viewing it through the lenses. 
All the participants have done a fair job 
and as a jury member, it w’sn’t easy to nar-
row down the list to three best films. But all 
the jury members have used their expertise 
and made this tough decision. We cannot 

wait to bring the winning films for 
audience viewi”g,” said Feroz 

Abbas Khan.
IANS
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Garbine Muguruza of Spain hits a return against Jelena Ostapenko of Latvia during the WTA Finals in 
Singapore on Sunday.

Ross Taylor

Massimo Busacca

Chris Gayle

11

Former President Bill Clinton, left, poses with Mercedes driver Lewis Hamilton, of Britain (right) after 
Hamilton won the Formula One U.S. Grand Prix auto race at the Circuit of the Americas in Austin, Texas 
on Sunday.

AP/PTI

Muguruza demolishes Ostapenko 
at WTA Finals in Singapore

Gayle denies exposing himself to masseuse Bayern’s Mueller 
out for three weeks 
with muscle injury

Japan’s Murata stops N’Dam 
to win world middleweight title

Indian referees will officiate 
in FIFA events — Busacca

With sweep shots, we put pressure 
on their spinners — Taylor

Hamilton wins U.S. GP but made to wait for title

Singapore, Oct. 23 (AFP): 
Wimbledon champion 
Garbine Muguruza served 
warning of  her intention 
to win both the WTA Fi-
nals and the year-end world 
number one crown when 
she crushed Jelena Osta-
penko in straight sets on 
Sunday.

The freshly crowned 
WTA player of  the year 
was far too solid for an er-
ratic Ostapenko, winning 
6-3, 6-4 in 85 minutes to 
open her campaign at the 
eight-woman season finale 
in Singapore.

Muguruza, who is play-
ing her third consecutive 
WTA Finals and reached 
the last four in 2015, gained 
in strength to take control of  
her opening White Group 
round robin match.

The Spanish world 
number two stuttered at the 
finishing line when she was 
broken when serving for the 
match. But she regrouped to 
eventually serve it out in the 
10th game.

Muguruza, 24, said she 
was pleased to overcome 
the late jitters. “I wanted 
to win so badly and she 

was just not giving me any-
thing,” she told reporters.

“I waited for my mo-
ment, where I served and 
tried to take control. It went 
well.”

Muguruza, who was 
number one for four weeks 
until she was replaced by 
Simona Halep earlier this 
month, is one of seven play-
ers who can finish the year 
on top of  the rankings by 
winning in Singapore.

Ostapenko’s high-volt-
age game was spectacular 
at times, as shown by her 
16 winners in the first set. 
But 10 unforced errors sabo-
taged her chances against a 
ruthless opponent and she 
never recovered.

“I’m not very pleased 
because I was making a 
lot of  unforced errors and 
couldn’t really get used 
to the court and feel my 
game,” Ostapenko said.

Earlier in White Group, 
in the tournament’s opening 
match, Karolina Pliskova 
made an explosive start 
when she beat 37-year-old 
Venus Williams 6-2, 6-2 in 
73 minutes.

The Czech world num-

ber three, playing in her 
second consecutive WTA 
Finals, overwhelmed a slug-
gish Williams, who is back 
in the elite tournament for 
the first time since 2009.

Even though she did not 
make it out of  the group 
stage a year ago, Pliskova 
said the experience helped 
enormously.

“I think I had quite an 
advantage from that she 
(Williams) was not play-
ing for the last few years 
in WTA Finals,” Pliskova 
said.

“I don’t know how she 
felt but I think I was trying 
to take that advantage that I 
was here last year.”

The match was an anti-
climax for Williams and an 
early blow to her bid to be 
crowned the world’s num-
ber one for the first time in 
15 years.

Williams said she was 
confident of  rebounding 
from the defeat. “Yeah, I 
have been in this position 
before,” she said.

“I felt like I returned 
well today. I just didn’t ex-
ecute as well during the 
point.”

Austin (Texas), Oct. 23 
(Reuters): Mercedes won 
the Formula One construc-
tors’ title for the fourth 
year in a row on Sunday 
but Lewis Hamilton was 
made to wait despite cruis-
ing to a U.S. Grand Prix 
victory at one of  his favou-
rite circuits.

Hamilton, presented 
with the winner’s trophy 
by former U.S. president 
Bill Clinton, now looks 
sure to finish off  the job 
and become Britain’s first 
four times world cham-
pion in Mexico next week-
end. The Mercedes driver’s 
fifth victory in six years 
at Austin’s Circuit of  the 
Americas extended his 
lead over Ferrari’s Sebas-
tian Vettel, who finished 
second, to 66 points.

There are a maximum 
of  75 points still to be won 
from the three races re-
maining.

“I love this track, I 
think this track is now 
my favourite to be hon-
est,” said Hamilton, inter-
viewed by Usain Bolt on 
the podium and joining the 
Olympic sprint champion’s 
signature victory pose.

“A big congratulations 
to the team. They work so 
hard back at the factory 
and here.”

The victory was the 
62nd of  Hamilton’s career 
and his ninth of  the sea-
son. Ferrari’s Kimi Raik-
konen took third, despite 
finishing fourth at the flag, 
after Red Bull’s Max Ver-
stappen -- who had passed 
the Finn with a great over-

taking move -- was hit with 
a five second post-race 
penalty that dropped him 
to fourth.

“It is an appalling deci-
sion. They have robbed all 
of  the fans here,” raged 

Red Bull principal Chris-
tian Horner as Verstappen 
left the pre-podium room.

“It was a great grand 
prix and they have screwed 
it up.” Hamilton had start-
ed on pole position, waved 

away for the formation lap 
by Bolt after an extended 
pre-race presentation re-
flecting the sport’s new 
U.S. ownership and desire 
to jazz things up.

Celebrity boxing title 

Sydney, Oct. 23 (PTI/
AFP): Star West Indian 
cricketer Chris Gayle has 
denied exposing his geni-
tals to a massage therapist, 
claiming an Australian 
media group set out to 
“destroy” him in a defa-
mation action Monday.

The lurid accusations 
were made by Fairfax Me-

dia newspapers The Syd-
ney Morning Herald, The 
Age and The Canberra 
Times in a series of  stories 
in January last year.

They claimed the all-
rounder exposed himself  
to a female masseuse in 
a dressing room at the 
2015 World Cup in Sydney 
and “indecently proposi-

Berlin, Oct. 23 (Reuters): 
Bayern Munich will be 
without midfielder Thomas 
Mueller for three weeks 
after he picked up a thigh 
muscle injury in Saturday’s 
1-0 league win over Ham-
burg SV, the club said on 
Monday.

Mueller, who was re-
turning to top form under 
new coach Jupp Heynckes 
after being left on the bench 
often by Carlo Ancelotti, 
had set up Corentin Tol-
isso’s 52nd-minute winner 
before being taken off  in-
jured soon afterwards.

“The Germany inter-
national will be out for 

an expected three weeks,” 
Bayern said in a statement.

This means he will miss 
the German Cup clash with 
RB Leipzig this week as 
well as the weekend league 
game against the same op-
ponents.

Mueller will also sit 
out the Champions League 
group game at Celtic on 
Oct. 31 and the league 
match against Bundesliga 
leaders Borussia Dort-
mund.

Bayern are second in 
the standings, level on 20 
points with Dortmund but 
with an inferior goal dif-
ference.

Tokyo, Oct. 23 (AFP): Japan’s Ryota Mu-
rata beat champion Hassan N’Dam by tech-
nical knockout Sunday to capture the World 
Boxing Association middleweight title.

The 2012 Olympic champion avenged a 
controversial points loss to the Frenchman 
earlier this year with a convincing display 
in Tokyo, inflicting heavy punishment on 
N’Dam who failed to come out for round 
eight. “I’m not crying,” joked Murata after 
bursting into tears on seeing the referee wave 
the fight over, making him only Japan’s sec-
ond middleweight world champion -- and 
the first in 22 years.

“I was surprised at the way the fight 
finished but I knew he was feeling the pace 
and wanted to finish the job quickly,” added 
the 31-year-old.

“We were both pretty tired so it’s a bit 
lucky he stopped. But there was no way I was 

going to lose that fight.”
Their last meeting in May ended acri-

moniously after N’Dam won a split decision 
even though Murata had largely dominated 
the fight and knocked his opponent down.

Two of the judges were suspended for 
six months while WBA president Gilberto 
Mendoza apologised to Murata, saying there 
were “no words to repair the damage”.

N’Dam started the sharper of the two on 
Sunday. The former WBO champion’s gold 
gloves frequently found Murata’s chin in the 
first two rounds. But Murata wobbled the 
Cameroon-born champion with a right hook 
in the fourth, and another savage right in 
the sixth triggered sustained pressure which 
eventually took its toll on N’Dam.

Murata improved his professional record 
to 13 wins against one loss, while the 33-year-
old N’Dam fell to 36-3.

Mumbai, Oct. 23 (PTI): 
Senior New Zealand bats-
man Ross Taylor is hap-
py that centurion Tom 
Latham paid heed to his 
advice to play the sweep 
and reverse sweep which 
disturbed the length of  
Indian spinners Kuldeep 
Yadav and Yuzvendra 
Chahal.

Taylor scored 95 and 
added  200  r uns  wi th 
Latham, who struck an 
unbeaten 103 in New Zea-
land’s successful chase 
of  281 in the first ODI 
against India. Kuldeep and 
Chahal bowled 20 overs 
among themselves giving 
away 125 runs with only a 
wicket in return.

“With the sweep shot. 
we are able to put pres-
sure on the spinners and 
forced them to adjust 
their lengths. I thought 
he (Latham) did that out-
standingly well. I told him 
to reverse sweep and he 
did it, and he kept doing 
it,” Taylor said at the post-
match press conference.

Taylor said that after 
fielding for three and half  
hours in searing heat and 
unbearable humidity, they 
needed a good start which 
Martin Guptill and Colin 

fight announcer Michael 
Buffer gave his long and 
resonant call of  ‘Let’s get 
ready to rumble’, after an-
nouncing the drivers to the 
crowd one by one, and the 
battle was on. But it was 
Vettel who struck the first 
blow from second place on 
the grid, beating Hamilton 
into the first corner as the 
Briton moved across and 
squeezed him as tight as 
he could without making 
contact.

Six laps later and Ham-
ilton was back in front and 
this time he stayed there.

“At the start it was 
looking good, we got past 
Lewis, but we had to re-
alise we couldn’t go at his 
pace,” said Vettel.

“We were then in no-
man’s land and were not 
quite sure. We decided to 
pit again, with a fresh set 
of  tyres, and it was a bit 
more exciting but overall 
it was not the result we 
needed.”

The German dropped 
down to fourth after his 
second stop but passed 
Mercedes’ Valtteri Bot-
tas with five laps to go 
and team mate Raikkonen 
obligingly let him pass.

Bottas finished fifth 
with French driver Esteban 
Ocon sixth for Force India 
and Carlos Sainz, on his 
Renault debut after leaving 
Toro Rosso, seventh.

Mexican Sergio Perez 
was eighth for Force India 
with Brazilian Felipe Mas-
sa ninth in a Williams and 
Russian Daniil Kvyat tak-
ing a point for Toro Rosso.

Munro provided them.
“Having to field out 

there for over three and a 
half  hours, we knew we 
had to get off  to a good 
start and try and negate 
their spinners. Tradition-
ally, New Zealand come 
here and struggle up-front 
in our innings.

“Being able to rotate 
the strike in the right-left 
combination with Tom, I 
think you have got to give 
credit to Gup (Guptill) 
and Munners (Munro). 
They set the platform for 
us and we were able to 
rotate the strike and take it 

deep and then we knew we 
were in a good position in 
the game,” Taylor gave an 
insight to their run-chase.

Numerous tours to In-
dia for national team and 
stints with IPL franchise 
certainly came in handy 
for the 33-year-old.

“I  have come here 
many  a  t imes  be fo re 
whether it’s international 
cricket or IPL. I am not 
getting any younger and 
just wanted a bit of  a push 
and just had a bit more 
intent I think.

“Through those middle 
stages in the past, you take 

Kolkata, Oct. 23 (IANS): 
Though they lack big-game 
experience, Indian referees 
can officiate in top level 
FIFA events, feels head 
of  refereeing Massimo 
Busacca.

“Referees from India 
were here one week when 
we did the preparations. So 
it was my decision to invite 
a group of elite referees and 
instructors.

To see how we are 
working. To how top pro-
fessional referees wake 
up in the morning and be 
ready for a game,” Busacca 
told reporters on Monday. 

“My feeling was that 
they really appreciate and 
really understood what 
they have to do. Now it’s in 
their hands.

So in the future, they 
know what they have to 
do and a top referee has 
to prepare for a match. I 
saw a group of  referees 
motivated. 

“Still they lack experi-
ence of  top game but we 
saw in this country football 
is increasing and in my 
opinion in few years also 
top referees from India will 
be at top level FIFA com-
petition. I am really sure,” 
he added.

up a far too many dot balls 
so made a conscious effort 
of  being a bit more busier 
at the crease, work on a 
few shots and open up the 
off  side. Tom and I got 
some runs in the warm-
up game and it was nice 
to bring that form into 
Wankhede, Taylor said 
referring to their respective 
hundreds in the second 
warm-up against Board 
President’s XI.

Taylor is expecting In-
dia to come hard at them 
in the second game at 
Pune, which is expected 
to be a batting belter. “As 
long as you win, it doesn’t 
matter who steps up. To-
day it was Tom and myself. 
You have got to give credit 
to the bowlers as well, it 
was pretty warm out there.

“Boulty (Trent Boult) 
bowled outstandingly well 
but still a long way to go,” 
Taylor quipped.

“We know India are 
going to come at us hard 
and now it’s one more vic-
tory to take the series for 
us. But we know Pune is 
going to be a tough wicket 
to play on and we have to 
start again and not dwell 
on this too much,” he 
added.

tioned” her.
On the opening day 

of  his defamation action, 
Gayle’s barrister told the 
NSW Supreme Court the 
allegations were “quite 
foul” and “quite wrong”.

“They intended to 
blacken his name. They 
want to destroy him,” 
Bruce McClintock said, 
the Sydney Morning Her-
ald repor ted from the 
courtroom.

The newspaper cited 
Gayle as telling the court 
“it never happened”.

“It’s the most hurtful 
thing I’ve actually come 
across in my entire life,” 
he said.

“This is one case I have 
to fight. I want to clear my 
name.” 

Fairfax said it was de-
fending the articles on the 
basis the allegations were 
substantially true and in 
the public interest.

Their publication fol-
lowed an uproar after Gay-
le attempted to flirt with 
an Australian presenter 
on live TV, asking her out 
for a drink and telling her: 
“Don’t blush, baby.” 

The hearing is sched-
uled to run for 10 days.

Asked why Indian ref-
erees were not included in 
the panel for the ongoing 
FIFA U-17 World Cup 
which is being hosted by 
the country for the first 
time, Busacca said: “This 
group of  referees and as-
sistant (referees) is part of  
a project, Candidates for 
World Cup Russia 2018. 

“Normally in some 

seminars we invite some 
referees who have the po-
tential to officiate in the 
future.

But in FIFA competi-
tion we prepare referees 
for the next World Cup. 
We also take into ranking 
of  confederation. If  I take 
Asia we see there is no 
candidate.

“They had a good one 

week workshop here and 
it’s an important invitation. 
But we have to prepare for 
World Cup.”

Busacca also lauded 
India’s enthusiasm for this 
tournament, saying he has 
never seen such turnouts 
for an U-17 World Cup 
before.

“How many spectators 
we had during the game? 
This is amazing! I have 
never seen so many spec-
tators for an U-17 World 
Cup. Never. 

“So that means football 
in India is in the blood. It’s 
not only cricket or other 
sports but we saw you also 
have football.

Even the national team 
was playing well probably 
not big experience but we 
saw very good individual 
skills.

You are ready to or-
ganise a World Cup. You 
are also enjoying football,” 
Busacca said. 

The Vivekananda Yuba 
Bharati Krirangan saw a re-
cord 66,613 spectators turn 
up for Brazil-Germany 
quarter-final on Sunday.

A full house is expected 
for the final as well on Oc-
tober 28 with tickets being 
sold out well in advance.
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U-17 World Cup semifinal shifted 
from Guwahati to Kolkata

Zonipang SA are champions of MDFA Trophy 2017

Shinwari leads Pakistan whitewash of Sri Lanka ODIs

M Noke Trophy

LMSSOC: DEF Tuensang and Settle FC 
settle for a draw; win for Khulioh King FC

KGSA annual session underway

Football referee 
refresher course 

PSG's Mbappe wins Golden Boy award

T-20 cricket bash in Kohima from Nov. 21

The organisers of the tournament after the press conference at Kohima on Monday evening.
EM Images

Match in progress between Tenyimi XI FC and  Khulioh King FC on Monday.

Chief guest, Tokuho Suhoi Neho kicking off the KGSA annual session at Vihokhu village on 
Monday.

Pakistan's Usman Khan Shinwari celebrates the dismissal of Sri 
Lanka's Dinesh Chandimal during their forth ODI cricket match in 
Sharjah, United Arab Emirates on Monday.

AP/PTI

The Champions of MDFA 2017 Trophy, Zonipang SA posing with the trophy and Mokokchung District Football Association (MDFA) officials 
after the final match at Imkongmeren Sports Complex, Mokokchung on Monday. (Photo/ Tehjenlenba Longchar)

New Delhi, Oct. 23 (PTI): 
The FIFA Under-17 World 
Cup semifinal between 
Brazil and England was 
today shifted from Gu-
wahati to Kolkata due to 
poor pitch conditions in 
the North-Eastern city, a 
development which will 
cause inconvenience to the 
two teams.

The match, which was 
to be played at the Indira 
Gandhi stadium at the As-
sam capital, will be held as 
scheduled on October 25 
but at the Salt Lake Sta-
dium in Kolkata.

"Following a thorough 
assessment of  the pitch 
conditions at Guwahati's 
Indira Gandhi Athletic 
Stadium, which has been 
affected by severe rainfall 

over the past few days, 
FIFA has decided to move 
the venue of  the semi-final 
between England and Bra-
zil to Kolkata's Vivekanan-
da Yuba Bharati Kriran-
gan, where the match will 
kick off  at 17:00hrs," the 
FIFA said in a statement.

The change of  venue 
will cause some incon-
venience to the English 
and Brazillian teams as 
they had already landed in 
Guwahati. The two teams 
were also scheduled to 
have training sessions in 
Guwahati this evening.

The pitch at the Indira 
Gandhi Athletic Stadium 
was severely affected dur-
ing the quarterfinal match 
between Ghana and Mali 
on Saturday which was 

played under incessant 
rain.

The Assam capital has 
been experiencing rain for 
the last four days, though 
it relented a bit today.

Rain stopped after light 
showers in the morning but 
the ground has been sig-
nificantly damaged. Ghana 
coach Samuel Fabian had 
said that the match should 
have been postponed and 
played on another date af-
ter his side lost to Mali 1-2.

"Despite the great ef-
forts by all involved parties, 
including the authorities of  
Guwahati, to preserve the 
pitch, FIFA has taken this 
decision following consul-
tations with both teams 
in order to safeguard the 
players' health and to en-

sure the best playing condi-
tions," the FIFA added.

The second semi-final 
on October 25, between 
Mali and Spain, will still 
kick off  as planned at 
2000hrs at the DY Patil 
Stadium in Navi Mumbai.

Fans with a valid ticket 
for the semi-final originally 
planned to take place in 
Guwahati will be entitled 
for a refund.

All purchasable tickets 
for the rescheduled game 
in Kolkata will be priced at 
Rs 100 and made available 
on a first-come-first-served 
basis.

The original Guwahati 
ticket-holders would be 
required to carry online 
proof  of  purchase to the 
dedicated ticket counter 

for Guwahati customers, 
should they travel to Kol-
kata. These tickets have 
also been priced at Rs 100.

FIFA and the Local Or-
ganising Committee said 
it regretted that the match 
had to be shifted out of  
Guwahati.

"FIFA and the LOC 
regret that unforeseen cir-
cumstances have led to 
this decision, which will 
deprive football fans in Gu-
wahati of  this semi-final 
encounter.

Both FIFA and the 
LOC would like to sin-
cerely thank the city of  
Guwahati and the state 
government of  Assam for 
their excellent cooperation 
throughout the competi-
tion.

Our Correspondent
Kohima, Oct. 23 (EMN): 
The 5th edition of  the 
10-Northern Angami-1 
T20 Bash will begin from 
Nov. 21 with 16 teams 
of  the assembly constitu-
ency to vie for the trophy at 
Kohima Village Ground, 
Ziekezou.

The champion team 
will walk home with a cash 
prize of  Rs 1 lakh and 
runners up of  the tour-
nament will receive Rs 
50,000 along with running 
trophies.

This was announced 
in a press conference by 
Diethonguzo Miachieo, 
convenor of  the organis-
ing committee at the pri-
vate residence of  former 
MLA, Khriehu Liezietsu 
on Monday evening.

The three-week long 
tournament is being or-

ganised by Brotherhood 
Group with the initiative 
and complete sponsorship 
of  Khriehu Liezietsu under 
the theme ‘Bat for unity’.

The convernor said the 
aim of  the tournament was 
to develop the game, build 
up friendship and create 
unity among the youths of  
the constituency.

Individual awards such 
as best bowler, best bats-
man and man of  the series 
including best discipline 
team to be awarded at the 
end of  the tournament.

It was informed that 
two new teams were in-
cluded in this edition with 
Themezie-Peraciezie Ti-
tans replacing High School 
Daredevils and Keyake-
Phezoucha Pirates replac-
ing Mission Compounds 
Dukes.

The tournament will 

continue till Dec. 8, during 
which 16 teams represent-
ing different sectors of  the 
constituency will undergo 
league matches. 

After the league stages, 
the top 2 teams from all the 
four groups will qualify for 
the quarterfinals, which 
will be played on knockout 
basis.

The organisers  in-
formed that keeping in 
view with the general elec-
tion and the inclement 
weather during the month 
of  March, it was preponed 
to this year.

It may be mentioned 
that the Lower Bayavü 
Giants are the defending 
champions and Zeinuo-
badze High Flyers as the 
runners up for the 4th edi-
tion that was held from 
March 29- April 12 this 
year.

Dimapur, Oct. 23 (EMN): 
Zonipang Sporting Asso-
ciation triumphed against 
the  g reat  wal l  of  YA 
Merepkong here today at 
the Imkongmeren Sports 
Complex, Mokokchung to 
lift the Mokokchung Dis-
trict Football Association 

(MDFA) trophy 2017.
Both the teams played 

equally strong; like a game 
of  chess concentrating on 
the defense. YA Merep-
kong (from Pool A) has a 
strong team combination, 
especially their defense 
lines. Zonipang SA (of  

Pool – D) has had their 
strike form.

The first goal came 
from the boots of  Imli-
toshi (jersey no 8) who 
breached the defense lines 
and scored a goal, a long 
score from outside the D-
box. Perhaps it might be 

one of  the most spectacular 
goals of  the tournament.    

As the strong Merep-
kong team counterattacked 
there was (as expected) 
serious gaps in the Merep-
kong defense lines, and 
Zonipang strikers had a 
field day as they displayed 

Sharjah (United Arab 
Emirates), Oct. 23 (AFP): 
Left-arm paceman Usman 
Shinwari destroyed Sri 
Lanka with a five-wick-
et burst to help Pakistan 
achieve a convincing nine-
wicket win in the fifth and 
final match for a 5-0 clean 
sweep of  the series on 
Monday.

Shinwari's 5-34 in seven 
overs reduced Sri Lanka to 
103 all out in 26.2 overs 
in Sharjah before openers 
Fakhar Zaman (48) and 
Imam-ul-Haq (45 not out) 
knocked off  the paltry tar-
get in 20.2 overs.

This is Pakistan's sixth 
whitewash in a five-match 
ODI series. They had 
blanked Zimbabwe (2002 
and 2008), Bangladesh 
(2003 and 2008) and New 
Zealand in 2003 in the past.

The result was never in 
doubt once Shinwari as-
sisted by Hasan Ali (2-19) 
and Shadab Khan (2-24) 
had destroyed Sri Lanka 
who had totals of 209, 187, 
208 and 173 in the series.

The win is Pakistan's 
ninth in a row since win-
ning the Champions trophy 
in June this year while Sri 
Lanka plummeted to their 
12th defeat in a row, also 
losing 5-0 each to South 
Africa and India this year.

Z a m a n  h i t  s e ve n 
boundaries in his 47-ball 
knock before he fell with 
just 20 needed. Imam hit 
the winning boundary, fin-
ishing his 64-ball knock 

Dimapur, Oct. 23 (EMN): The 
Zunheboto District Football 
Referee Association (ZDFRA) 
will be conducting a Football 
Referee Refresher Course from 
November 11 to 12 at the Dis-
trict Sports Council ground, 
Zunheboto.
Interested individuals are re-
quested to contact President, 
ZDFRA at +918974440438.

Rome, Oct. 23 (IANS): French foot-
ball club Paris Saint Germain forward 
Kylian Mbappe on Monday won the 
2017 European Golden Boy award 
for the best U-21 player, run by Tut-
tosport.

The 18-year -o ld  Frenchman 
clinched the award, defeating Barce-
lona's France forward Ousmane Dem-
bele and Manchester United's England 
forward Marcus Rashford, who came 
in second and third respectively, re-
ports Efe. 

The Golden Boy award is voted 
for by 30 journalists from the main 
European sports newspapers from 20 
different countries.

Mbappe scored 26 goals last sea-
son, helping former team Monaco to 
win the Ligue and reach the UEFA 
Champions League semi-finals.

Thanks to his role with Monaco, 
elite European clubs were interested 
in acquiring his services, but he joined 
PSG initially on loan with a purchase 
option.

Dimapur, Oct. 23 (EMN): 12th M. Noke 
trophy 2017 quarter-final results; 

Chenloisho Students' Union beat Wor-
riors FC 6-1

Unity Minlong beat Deenix 3-0
Newsite FC beat AK Worriors 3-0

Chila United beat DEF Mon 2-0
Tuesday’s semi-final matches

1st semi-final at 12 noon
Chenloisho vs Newsite FC
2nd semi-final at 2:30 pm
Unity Minlong vs Chila United

Dimapur, Oct. 23 (EMN): 
In the first match of  day 
14 of  the 25th Edition of  
Loyem Memorial Senior 
Soccer Open Champion-
ship, DEF Tuensang and 
Settle FC played a 1-1 draw. 

Peshi (jersey no.17) of  
settle FC scored the very 
first goal in the 3rd minute. 
Monthong (jersey no. 12) 
of  DEF Tuensang missed 
the golden opportunity 
to convert a penalty kick 
in the 18th minute of  the 
first half.

DEF Tuensang missed 
several opportunities dur-
ing the match and finally 
in the dying minute they se-
cured an equaliser through 
the boot of John (jersey no. 
10) by successfully convert-
ing a penalty kick. Tia of  
Settle FC was awarded a 
yellow card.

In three matches played 
in Pool ‘C’, DEF Tuen-
sang have won 1, lost 1 and 
drawn 1 and Settle FC lost 
2 and drawn 1.

An exciting second 

their striking skills.
Zonipang’s  s tr iker 

Osen (jersey no 7) rose 
up to the occasion as he 
scored a goal in the 60th 
minute after  tackl ing 
though the Merepkong’s 
defense line. As expected, 
the Merepkong’s defense 
was lacking and midfielder 
Soshri hit the goal which 
literally determined the 
outcome of  the most cov-
eted football tournament 
in Mokochung district. 
The winning team was 
given a cash award of  Rs. 
2 lakhs, a running trophy 
and certificates; while the 
runners-up was awarded 
Rs. 1 lakh along with cer-
tificates.
List of individual players 
award:

Highest goal-scorer: Jem-
jenmeren of  Rongpang Reju 

(10 goals)
Best defender: Sujimong of  

YA Merepkong
Best goalkeeper: Mang-

yanger of  Zonipang Sporting 
Association

Payer of  the tournament: 
Osen of  Zonipang SA

match was played between 
Tenyimi XI FC and Khu-
lioh King FC.

Nungsang (jersey no.8) 
scored both the goals for 
Khulioh King FC in the 
3rd and 29th minute of  
the first half. The second 
half  remained goalless and 

Khulioh King FC won the 
match 2-0. Three yellow 
cards were awarded in the 
match viz, Lungthingwi 
and Dunwibo  of  Teny-
imi XI FC and Nampi of  
Khulioh King FC. In three 
matches played in Pool ‘D’, 
Khulioh King have won 2 

and lost 1 while Tenyimi 
have lost 2 and 1 draw. 

Tuesday’s matches
1st match - Ngangpong 

FC vs Genesis FC Tsg at 12 
noon

2nd match - Scavenger 
Hunt FC vs Hongpong XI FC 

Haak at 1:30 pm   

Dimapur, Oct. 23 (EMN): The 34th 
annual session of  Kuhuboto Ghakhu 
Sports Association (KGSA) got under-
way at Vihokhu village on Monday. 

The KGSA will conduct its 9th 
Kukami Football Trophy, 3rd Kukami 
Badminton Championship (men's and 
women's), 9th Lhoshili Neho Memorial 
Trophy (women's volleyball) and 3rd Lt. 
Xekiye Memorial Trophy (men's vol-
leyball) during the course of the session. 

Tokuho Suhoi Neho, President, Di-
mapur District GBs' Association graced 
the inaugural function as chief  guest 
and declared the session open.  

Speaking on the occasion, Tokuho 
called upon the people of  Kuhuboto 
area to strive together to be prosper-
ous in all aspects of life, which can be 
achieved only when people are bonded 
together in unity and have a common 
vision.
Results of Monday’s football matches

Match 1: Vihokhu 2 Khughovi 0 
Match 2: Lotovi 7 Kiyezhe 1

with four boundaries and 
a six.

But it was Pakistan's 
new find Shinwari who 
rocked the Sri Lankans.

The 23-year-old fin-
ished with 5-34 as Sri Lan-
ka, who won the toss and 
batted on an easy paced 
Sharjah stadium pitch, nev-
er recovered from early jolts 
of losing four wickets in the 
first three overs.

Shinwari termed it his 
best bowling in the entire 
career.

"Yes, you can say this is 
my best performance," said 
Shinwari, declared man of  
the match. "Our bowling 
coach (Azhar Mahmood) 
always tells us to attack 

from the first ball and I did 
that and got wickets."

Sri Lankan skipper 
Upul Tharanga showed dis-
appointment over the loss.

"For the last 15-18 
months we are losing be-
cause of poor batting," said 
Tharanga, referring to Sri 
Lanka's defeats which also 
included their first-ever loss 
to minnows Zimbabwe at 
home.

"We had no answer to 
Pakistan's bowling in the se-
ries and today we lost four 
wickets inside three overs 
and it was tough to come 
back after that."

Only Thisara Perera 
(25), Lahiru Thirimanne 
(19), Seekuge Prasanna 

(16) and Dushmantha Cha-
meera (11) reached double 
figures in an abysmal bat-
ting performance by Sri 
Lanka, their second lowest 
total in an ODI against 
Pakistan.

Their lowest total of 78 
against Pakistan had also 
come at Sharjah in 2002.

Shinwari, who debuted 
in the fourth one-day of  
this series, bowled Sadeera 
Samarawickrama with 
the fifth ball of  the match 
for nought and then had 
Dinesh Chandimal next 
ball, caught behind without 
scoring.

In his next over Shin-
wari had Tharanga bowled 
off  a nippy delivery for 
eight and then trapped 
Niroshan Dickwella leg 
before with the fifth to leave 
Sri Lanka tottering at 8-4.

Shinwari completed his 
maiden five-wicket haul 
when he had Milinda Siri-
wardana (six) caught by 
Fakhar Zaman, his wickets 
coming off  just 21 balls -- 
third fastest to five wickets 
in an ODI.

Perera hit three bound-
aries and a six before he be-
came one of two wickets by 
leg-spinner Shadab Khan 
in one over. Hasan Ali also 
took 2-19, 14 wickets in 
the series. The two teams 
now play a three-match 
Twenty20 international 
series, the first two in Abu 
Dhabi on October 26 and 
27 while the last in Lahore 
on October 29.

Players of Deenix FC 
(in yellow and black 
shorts) and Unity 
Minlong in action 
at the 12th M. Noke 
trophy on Monday.


