
Pictures showing the damage caused by flash-floods at Khuzama village on October 22.
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Imkong L Imchen seen interacting with journalists at Kohima on October 22.
EM Images
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Min.Max. Max.Min.
Aizawl 25° 16 °
Agartala 30° 21°

Gangtok 22° 11°

Guwahati 28° 20°

Imphal 26° 16°

Itanagar 25° 19°

Shillong 20° 13°

Delhi 35° 19°

Kolkata 34° 21°

Chennai 35° 26°

 Max:  Min:
KOHIMA 25° 16.2°
DIMAPUR 27° 21°
 RF:  RH:
KOHIMA 39mm 95%
DIMAPUR 40.2mm 90%
* Rainfall (RF) * Relative humidity (RH)
Temperature in State Capitals

WEATHER
TEMPERATURE
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NSCN (K) bans 
Aadhaar in Naga 
inhabited areas 

40 teachers caught 
holding dual posts

1817 rebellion to be mentioned as 
First War of Independence — Javadekar

BJP caricature of Rahul Gandhi not working any more – Tharoor

Flash-floods at Khuzama village

Says state assembly elections should not be held in view of ‘impending Naga political solution’ 

EastErn Mirror

Our Correspondent
Kohima, Oct. 22 (EMN): 
With the state assembly 
election slated for Febru-
ary 2018, and in view of  
the much talked-about 
political solution in its 
final stage, the minister 
for Health and Family 
Welfare, Imkong L Im-
chen felt that the election 
should not be held, and 
President’s Rule promul-
gated in the state.

Imchen, who is known 
for being an outspoken 
person, opined that the 
impending Nagaland state 
assembly elections should 
allowed to “be lapsed by 
March 15, 2018 constitu-
tionally” thereby neces-
sitating the central gov-
ernment to promulgate 
President’s Rule in place 
of  popular government in 
view of  the impending po-
litical settlement.

Addressing the media 
persons at his official resi-
dence in Kohima this af-
ternoon, Imchen felt that 
if  the election are allowed 
to be conducted, there will 
be 'lots of  tensions and 
discord,' besides unrea-
sonable expenditure. 

Once the election 
has been conducted, he 
opined that even though 
elected members may 
be willing to demit their 
seats, supporters may not 
agree thereby resulting in 
'so many unpredictable 
and unwanted develop-
ments' which may even 
disturb the impending 
resolution of  the Naga 
history.

Moreover, with only 
a few months left for the 
present term, the minister 
was of  the view that such 
steps will avoid 'unneces-
sary social discord,' be-
sides helping the political 
talks in its processes.

Also bringing a perti-
nent matter to the fore, Im-
chen observed that though 
different political parties, 
civil society groups and 
stakeholders have been 
extending unconditional 
support to the ongoing 
political talks for an ‘hon-
ourable’ and ‘acceptable’ 
to all sections of  the peo-
ple, he was surprised that 
so far no one has tried to 
define and question as to 
what exactly ‘honourable’ 
and ‘acceptable’ solution 

There is nothing 
permanent except 

change. 

~Heraclitus

Cara Delevingne became a model 
to escape emotional issues | P10

 Government in state should be 
same as in Centre — Modi  | P8

Marc Marquez wins 
Australian MotoGP |  P12

Mirror Takes

"Oi oi cross the road from this 
side.. that pothole is too deep, 

you'll drown "

~ Arien

means for the Nagas.
Terming these two 

words associated with the 
support as ‘conditional 
support’, Imchen main-
tained that there should 
not be any conditional 
support referring to the 
then Prime Minister PV 
Narasimha Rao’s visit to 
Dimapur in 1976 who was 

reported to have said that 
‘there should not be any 
condition’ referring to the 
Naga political issue.

Though he is from the    
NPF party, the politician 
said, ‘The NPF party has 
also been giving our sup-
port in the ongoing po-
litical talk with these two 
conditions. I also strongly 

support the NPF party 
stand even though I really 
don’t understand what the 
actual definition of  hon-
ourable’ and ‘acceptable’ 
is and therefore, I call it 
‘conditional support’” 
stated the minister.

Acknowledging the 
fact that many of  his col-
leagues 'doesn’t like his 

Dimapur, Oct. 22 (EMN): The NSCN (K) – banned 
by the government of  India as a “terrorist organisa-
tion” – has banned the “enforcement” of  Aadhaar in  
the Naga-inhabited areas. 

The outfit issued a statement to the press on Sun-
day announcing the ban. “The NSCN/GPRN taking 
numerous reports of  common public grievances into 
account consequent of  making adhar (sic) mandato-
ry for various governmental and non-governmental 
agencies in Nagaland has resolved to ban enforce-
ment of  adhar (sic) in Naga inhabited territories with 
immediate effect”.

It has asked all “registration agents” if  Aadhaar 
to close booths and immediately cease ‘activities’.  
Government as well as non-governmental depart-
ments and agencies including financial institutions 
‘operating in Naga inhabited territories’ have also 
been directed not to insist on Aadhaar or make it 
mandatory for any job applications or other services. 

“Contravening this directives (sic) shall incur 
stringent action. The common public are also asked 
to refuse registration. There will be surprise check-
ings anywhere and anyone found possessing adhar 
(sic) card will face consequence,” it warned. 

Dimapur, Oct. 22 (EMN): The 
state government has report-
edly detected at least 40 teachers 
holding dual posts in the depart-
ment of  School Education. 

A press statement on Sunday 
stated that this reported detec-
tion was made during “the proc-
ess of  streamlining and clean-
ing the messy” department of  
School Education. 

Minister for School Educa-
tion Tokheho Yepthomi was 
also stated to have announced 
the detection during the inau-
guration of  a new building of  
the government high school of   
Ighanumi in Zunheboto district 
on Oct. 21.  Yepthomi has as-
sured that the state government 
will ‘initiate action’ against those 
teachers.    

The minister “regretted” in-
stances when village authorities 
reportedly 'deducts' as much as 
Rs 7000 from salaries to allow 
proxy teachers. While seek-
ing support of  all stakeholders 

to ensure that teachers “come 
and teach students”, Yepthomi 
warned that the government will 
not remain a mute spectator to 
the “callous attitude of  teach-
ers”.

The minister informed that 
during the course of  inspection 
and checking for irregular teach-
ers recently, it was found that 
1830 teachers were absent. He 
said that the state level educa-
tion committee has decided to 
‘downgrade’ those government 
schools producing “nil results in 
HSLC” examinations for three 
consecutive years. 

On the other hand, upgrade 
will depend on the number of  
students enrolled to each stand-
ard: ten students each at the vil-
lage level and 20 students each at 
urban/town level. The commit-
tee also found that 281 primary 
schools were without enrolment 
and decided to either close down 
or combine them with the near-
est schools, he informed.

Bhubaneswar, Oct. 22 
(IANS): Union Human Re-
source Development (HRD) 
Minister Prakash Javadekar 
on Sunday said that the 1817 
'Paika Bidroha' or rebellion 
would find a place in history 
books as the First War of  In-
dian Independence.

"Odisha's Paika rebellion 
will find a place as the First 
War of  Independence in the 
2018 history books and in-
clude details of  the rebellion 
against the then British rule. 
Because, the country should 
learn factual history," the 
Minister told a function held 

here to commemorate 200 
years of  the rebellion.

He said the Centre had al-
located Rs 200 crore for the 
rebellion's commemoration 
across the country.

The 1817 Paika rebellion 
took place four decades prior 
to the 1857 Sepoy Mutiny. 

As the British began to 
tinker with the revenue sys-
tem at the start of  the 17th 
century, the farming com-
munity of  Odisha rose up in 
rebellion. Bakshi Jagabandhu 
Bidyadhar, military chief  of  
the then King of  Khurda, led 
a motley army of  Paikas and 

forced the British East India 
Company's forces to retreat. 
The rebellion came to be 
known as the Paika 'Bidroha'. 

Earlier, Chief  Minister 
Naveen Patnaik urged the 
Centre to declare the rebel-
lion as the First War of  In-
dian Independence.

He said it involved all sec-
tions of  people and could not 
be a mere coincidence that 
the rebellion measured by its 
form as well as content pro-
vided a marvellous analogy 
with the subsequent freedom 
movement across the country 
and its outcome.

New Delhi, Oct. 22 (PTI): 
The BJP had "very success-
fully caricatured" Rahul 
Gandhi but the tactic is no 
longer working because the 
people now see the Con-
gress vice president as an 
"effective opponent" to the 
ruling party, former minis-
ter Shashi Tharoor has said.

The Congress MP in 
an interview to PTI said 
the narrative had "changed 
very, very clearly" in the 
past few months and people 
were now openly express-
ing "doubts and misgivings" 
about the performance of  
the Narendra Modi-led BJP 
government.

People are also more 

willing to see the Congress 
as a viable alternative to 
the BJP, the Thiruvanan-
thapuram MP said.

"The BJP had very suc-
cessfully caricatured Rahul 
Gandhi in the past. That is 
no longer working because 
Rahul Gandhi is seen as a 
rather effective opponent to 
the BJP...As this changed 
narrative proceeds, you 
are going to find more and 
more momentum behind 
the Congress," he asserted.

Tharoor said a change 
was visible with the Con-
gress's recent victory in the 
by-election in Gurdaspur 
in Punjab and of its ally 
in Vengara in Kerala, and 

claimed the BJP's attempts 
to conduct yatras in places 
such as Kerala and Gujarat 
had "fallen flat".

"I also feel very strongly 
that the people are begin-
ning to ask when is the 
government going to keep 
the promises it has made...
We are already riding much 
higher in people's estima-
tion than we were in the 
April or May of 2014, of  
that there is no doubt," the 
61-year-old leader said.

His comments assume 
significance as Gandhi is 
expected to take over the 
reins of the Congress party 
soon.

Last month, while ad-

dressing students at the 
University of California 
in the United States, the 
Congress vice president had 
said the impression that he 
was a reluctant politician 
was a result of a campaign 
against him by the other po-
litical camp. "There is a BJP 
machine, about a thousand 

guys, sitting on computers 
that basically tell you about 
me," he had said.

Tharoor said when 
Gandhi takes over, there 
will be "fresh energy" in-
jected into the party.

Noting that there was 
still time for the general 
election, Tharoor said Con-
gress's credibility was on the 
rise.

"I would say that the 
narrative has changed very, 
very clearly. People are now 
openly expressing doubts 
and misgivings about how 
the BJP government and 
Mr Modi are performing," 
he said. Asked if  the state 
elections were any indica-

tion of the 2019 poll out-
come, Tharoor said draw-
ing conclusions from the 
state elections "may not 
always be the wisest way 
forward".

"My gut instinct says we 
are doing well...In the next 
12 months some very clear 
patterns will emerge," he 
argued.

The former minister of  
state for external affairs, 
who has been vocal in 
criticising the government's 
stand on the Rohingya 
Muslims, said forced depor-
tation would "give India a 
very bad name in the inter-
national community".

"You cannot start off  

with the presumption that 
they are terrorists. Many 
of them are women and 
children, they are obviously 
innocents," the former UN 
under secretary general 
said. Tharoor answered in 
the affirmative when asked 
if  India's stature in the 
world arena would take a 
hit if  the Rohingyas were 
deported.

"Deportation that is in-
voluntary and before condi-
tions have been created in 
Myanmar to receive them 
would not be at all accept-
able to the world at large. It 
would give India a very bad 
name in the international 
community," he said. 

completely cut off. Some paddy 
fields were also damaged. 

Though a proper assessment 
of  the damage was yet to be com-
pleted, the secretary informed 
that the total loss would be 
around a few lakh. He said that 
the villagers will be constructing 

a temporary footpath.
At the time of  filing this re-

port, there was no report of  any 
casualty. The Disaster Manage-
ment Authority, SDO (C) Jakha-
ma and others were said to have 
visited the affected houses to as-
sess the situation.

Our Correspondent
Kohima, Oct. 22 (EMN): Due 
to incessant rain during the past  
few days in Kohima, there has 
been a mudslide in Mewoboke 
colony in Khuzama village, 1 
km away from the national high-
way affecting five families whose 
properties and livestock were de-
stroyed in the process.

Talking to Eastern Mirror, 
Khuzama Village Council secre-
tary Merüto Lüho said the mud-
slides occurred in the early hours 
on Oct. 22 at around 2 AM  dur-
ing which one house was com-
pletely destroyed, two houses 
were completely filled with mud, 
stones and water while a huge 
tree fell on a house right in the 
middle.

As people were in deep slum-
ber at that time, he said the people 
didn’t have much time to retrieve 
their property. In the process, 
some important documents were 
either lost or destroyed, besides 
the properties, he informed. 

He informed that the bridge 
– the only route to TB Hospital, 
Eden Garden Orphanage and  a 
government high school – was 

language,' Imchen how-
ever affirmed that as a 
political party one should 
be clear of  its political 
approach and stand, but 
not in such an ambiguous 
position like ‘conditional 
support.’

While stating that the 
Naga political issue in its 
final stage has been made 
possible because of  the 
sincerity and cooperation 
exhibited by both the ne-
gotiating parties, besides 
getting support from 
various quarters, Imchen 
candidly stated that in a 
way that state politicians, 
including himself  have 
misled the Naga under-
grounds for having the 
‘double-tongue, double-
talk and double-stand-
ard’ but had never been 
straight nor honest while 
dealing with the Naga un-
derground personnel and 
leaders.

 “We always talk 
goodness of  Naga under-
grounders (sic) in their 
presence and talk differ-
ent in their absence be-
cause we dare not speak 
the truth,” said Imchen, 
and added that no one has 

really ventured out to talk 
about the prevailing real-
ity.

Talking about the 
16-Point Agreement and 
Article 371 (A), Imchen 
opined that the ‘two di-
mensions are two-in-one’ 
which are negotiated by 
politicians and are politi-
cal interpretations. How-
ever, he lamented that 
these are left at the mercy 
of  legal practitioners for   
interpretation. 

‘The ironic status to-
day of  these two dimen-
sions is both of  them were 
unilaterally made out of  
context by the government 
of  India,' he said. Imchen  
added that even though 
Naga people talk so much 
about it, the government 
of  India has already done 
away with both for all 
practical purposes. 

Therefore, he cau-
tioned that the Naga ne-
gotiating parties, espe-
cially NSCN-IM should 
be aware of  the inherent 
difficulties, be alert and 
level-headed while con-
ducting this difficult ne-
gotiation with the govern-
ment of  India so that 'we 

don’t regret in the future.'
Terming the invitation 

of  the six Naga under-
ground groups for talks 
as a ‘good and positive 
sign’, Imchen felt that the 
NSCN-K should not be 
left out but also taken into 
confidence.

He maintained that it 
was time for all Nagas to 
‘sink the petty differences’ 
and contribute their ‘best 
understanding and wis-
dom’ so that the Naga 
political issue could be 
brought about to a negoti-
ated settlement this time.

“Keeping in view of  
all these inherent reasons, 
as a patriotic Naga I feel 
that the impending gen-
eral assembly election in 
the state in 2018 should 
go lapse (sic) by March 
15, 2018 and everybody 
should concentrate and 
give support to the on-
going political dialogue 
with utmost sincerity,” the 
minister said.  

He justified his view 
by asking: “Why allow 
election if  the government 
of  India is really sincere to 
bring about a political set-
tlement?” 

Solution, not election: Imchen wants PR in the interim



IEM national convention concludes 

Assam Rifles undertake civic action programmes

KPU calls 48 hours total bandh

WTBC organises singing contest

UNTABA holds meet with WC

Phek cardamom farmers 
undertake tour to Sikkim

UBCANEI releases song book

Three held with liquor in Zunheboto district

Proposed ZPC merger 
meet postponed

Students from Jalukie undertake 
national integration tour 
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IEM Naga missionaries with IEM general secretary Rev. Dr. Singh Elias at the concluding session of the 48th National Convention at DABA on 
October 22.

Winners of the Octet competition along with the youth officials, judges, competition mentors in Wokha. 

UBCANEI executive secretary, Rev. L Hevuto Awomi, along with other 
officials at the releasing the revival song book.

Medical team of 41 Assam Rifles administering health check-up to an elderly person during the medical camp in Khonoma village on October 17. (R) Students of Government 
Primary School, Pedi, participating in the poster making competition on October 19.

IMPORTANT NUMBERS
WOMEN HELPLINE: 181

DIMAPUR (STD CODE: 03862)

Bethesda Ambulance Service                 9615053217, 9615520007

CIHSR 242555, 242533

Police Control Room 7085055050

Dimapur District Hospital 232224

Diphupar PS 7085055032

East PS 7085055030

Faith Hospital 248912, 9436004220

Fire Station (Chumu) 282777

Fire Station (Dimapur) 7085378850, 232201

GRPS 7085055031

Medziphema PS 7085055033

MH (Metro) Hospital 227930/231081

Mobile Unit Commander 7085055046

Nikos Hospital 248285, 232032

Niuland PS 7085088035

Sub-Urban PS 7085055036

Traffic Control -1 7085088038

Traffic Control -2 7085088039

West PS 7085055034

Women Cell 7085055037

Zion Hospital 231864, 224117, 227337

KOHIMA (STD Code: 0370)

Bethel Nursing Home 2224202

Chiephobozou PS
Officer-in-Charge

8575045506
8575045516

Childline Kohima 1098

Chiephobozou PS
Officer-in-Charge

8575045506
8575045516

Fire Stations 2222952

IRCS Ambulance Service 2244350

Kezocha PS
Officer-in-Charge

8575045549
8575045538

Khuzama PS
Officer-in-Charge

8575045505
8575045515

NHAK 2222916

North PS
Officer-in-Charge

2222222, 8575045501
8575045510

Oking Hospital 2290080, 2290146

Police Control Room 100/2244279, 8575045500

South PS
Officer-in-Charge

2222111, 8575045502
8575045520

Tseminyu PS
Officer-in-Charge

8575045507
8575045517

Zubza PS
Officer-in-Charge

8575045508
8575045518

MOKOKCHUNG (STD Code: 0369)
Chopper Service 8974151974/ 9615776811

Christian Hospital, Impur 2262214

Dr. Imkongliba Hospital 2226216/2226394

Faith Hospital Ambulance 9436004220, 9856051827

Fire Station 2226225

Hope Ambulance Service 8415827895/9856277674

Hotel Metsuben 8014587442/ 2226373

IRCS Ambulance Service 09402993002

Lifeline Ambulance 9436439707/ 9862447893

Mokokchung PS 1 2226241

Power House 2226221/2226293

Sewak Gate PS 2 2226213

Traffic Control 9485232691

Tuli Police Station 9485232693

Women Cell 9485232692

Woodland Nursing Home 2226263

WEATHER FORECAST IN OTHER DISTRICTS 
Max Min DP RH RF

WOKHA 22.4 16.2 11.6 54 74.8

ZBT 2.6 15.4 17.7 94 18.4

MON 26.4 22 19.4 96 34

TUENSANG 19.52 17 17.4 91 89.1

MKG 25 18 18.6 81 18.4

PHEK 24.2 16 16.8 94 52.2

KIPHIRE 21.6 17 18.6 96 28.2

SECHÜ ZUBZA 21 17.5 17.6 96 50.2

LONGLENG - - - - -

TSEMINYU 19.2 17.8 19.2 100 76.4

JALUKIE - - - - -

MANGKOLEMBA 23 19.6 20.4 100 55.4

*Dew Point (DP) *Relative Humidity (RH) * Rainfall (RF)

Source: Department of Soil & Water Conservation, Nagaland 

Dimapur, Oct 22 (EMN): 
The 48th National Conven-
tion of  Indian Evangelical 
Mission (IEM) hosted by 
DABA concluded on Sun-
day evening with the par-
ticipation of  708 delegates 
from different parts of India 
and countries like Australia, 
Singapore, USA and UK. 

The delegates com-
prised of mission workers – 
field and church, IEM sup-
porters and mission minded 
professionals. 

During the convention, 
different speakers delivered 
the message and Bible stud-
ies based on the theme, 
“Fullness in Christ” (Col 
1:19). One of the highlights 
of  the convention was the 
release of  the Gospel of  
Mark & Grammar in Po-
raik language (Arunachal 
Pradesh) and 1 Corinthi-
ans and Titus in Assamese 
Musalmani. 

Also, an MoU was 
signed between OMF In-
ternational and Evangeli-
cal Churches Association 
Manipur, IEM, for mission 
partnership.  

The Sunday evening 
worship was led by Rev. Dr. 
Shiwoto Assumi, while the 

Dimapur, October 22 
(EMN): Troops of  36 As-
sam Rifles has organised a 
poster making competition 
on the theme ‘Importance 
of girl child’ in Pedi under 
Peren district on October 
19.

The aim of  the event 
was to spread awareness 
about the importance of  
girl child for the society 
and various schemes by the 
government for welfare of  
girls. Altogether 13 students 
from Government Primary 
School, Pedi, participated 
in the event and showcased 
their talent by painting im-
aginative posters.

In a separated pro-
gramme, troops of  41 As-
sam Rifles organised a 
medical camp in Khonoma 
village under Kohima dis-
trict on October 17. 

The aim of  the camp 
was to provide medical as-
sistance to locals of Khon-
oma and adjacent villages 
in the area. A team of As-
sam Rifles medical staff  

invocation was pronounced 
by Alino Punyu. Special 
numbers were presented 
by members of  Dimapur 
Lotha Baptist Church, Mak-
ing Music Sing (MMS), 
delegates from Madhya 
Pradesh, Maharashtra and 
Chattishgarh. 

Lumdemo Kikon, con-

vention coordinator, offered 
the vote of  thanks and the 
message was brought by 
Bro. Jenny Christopher, 
HoD, Church Ministries, 
IEM.

Meanwhile, it informed 
those interested in going for 
higher studies that The Dal-
las Baptist University, USA, 

will be conducting a semi-
nar on October 23 at Elim 
Hall, DABA, at 10 a.m. 

It may be mentioned 
here that since its incep-
t ion in January 1965, 
IEM is involved in church 
planting, evangelism, Bible 
translation, literacy work, 
establishing tribal hostels, 

medical ministry, socio-
economic  community 
development work, lead-
ership development and 
Bible schools, conducting 
workshops for families, 
church leaders and the 
Christian workers in differ-
ent churches and literature 
ministry.

Dimapur, Oct 22 (EMN): Kandi Public 
Union (KPU), comprising of  six villages 
under Tseminyu sub-division, has warned 
to launched its first phase agitation by impos-
ing 48 hours total bandh along the National 
Highway 2 from October 31 at 6 a.m. to 
November 1.

The decision to launch the total bandh 
was taken during its emergency meeting at 
Sishunu village council hall on October 21 
with regard to BDO office construction for 
RD Block Chunlikha, the foundation stone 
for which was laid on November 29, 2012. 

A press release issued by KPU secretary 
of information and secretary Khiyalo Kez 
stated that after a gap of 5 years, the State 
government issued the work order to M/s 

JK & Sons Constructions on November 11, 
2016. It, however, alleged that the concerned 
contractor had failed to commence the 
construction work of RD Block Chunlikha 
BDO office building. 

While stating that KPU had submitted 
several representations to the concerned au-
thorities and the State government, it stated 
that KPU had, on October 6, 2017, submit-
ted an ultimatum addressed to the minister 
for Rural Development with 15-day dateline 
to commence the construction work. 

With the expiry of the deadline on Oc-
tober 21 and the failure of the State govern-
ment to positively respond to its ultimatum, 
KPU has decided to launch phase wise 
agitation as a mark of resentment.  

Our Correspondent 
Wokha, Oct 22 (EMN): 
Youth ministry of  Wok-
ha Town Baptist Church 
(WTBC) organised an octet 
competition for youth fel-

lowship of  all the colonies 
of  Wokha town on October 
21.

Altogether 12 fellow-
ships numbering 96 singers 
representing eight from 

each fellowship partici-
pated with the selected 
song “Pfutsson lona my-
ing than” (A new name 
in Glory). Thousands of  
youth gathered to witness 

Dimapur, Oct 22 (EMN): A 
team of United Naga Tribes 
Association on Border Ar-
eas (UNTABA) consist-
ing of  advisors, executive 
committee members, ac-
tion committee members, 
Dimapur District GBs As-
sociation (DDGBA) and 
concerned leaders from the 
border areas met with all the 
leadership of  the Working 
Committee of the six Naga 
National Political Groups 
(NNPGs) on October 22 in 
Dimapur.

A press release issued 
by UNTABA chairman 

Hukavi Yeputhomi and the 
media cell secretary Rich-
ard Haolai stated that the 
members had an exhaustive 
discussions on the boundary 
issue between the State of  
Nagaland and Assam inter 
alia re-transfer of Naga lands 
in Assam to the present State 
of Nagaland that needs to be 
settled only on the political 
level based on the historical 
facts and official documents. 

Meanwhile, UNTABA 
team has appreciated the 

Working Committee of the 
six NNPGs for coming to-
gether under one umbrella 
for the common good of  
Naga people and assured its 
co-operation as it considers 
for entering into political 
negotiation with the Gov-
ernment of India.

U N TA BA  f u r t h e r 
thanked the leadership of  
the Working Committee for 
sparing their precious time 
to listen to the voice of the 
people on the issue.

Dimapur, Oct. 22 (EMN): 
Altogether 20 farmers under 
the aegis of  Phek District 
Large Cardomon Grow-
ers’ Federation (PDLCGF) 
undertook an exposure tour 
to Sikkim from October 8 
to 15 with the sponsorship 
from Razouvolie Dozo, 
Project Director (PD) of  
District Rural Development 
Agency (DRDA), Phek.

A joint press statement 
issued by PDLCGF con-
vener, Veyizo Kezo, and the 
general secretary, Kewete 
Mero, stated that the week-
long tour was aimed at 
studying the system of pre 
and post harvesting of  the 

Large Cardoman, proce-
dures of  drying, and mar-
keting channels etc from 
the progressive farmers in 
Sikkim. 

The team was led by 
Chuba Jamir, Programme 
Officer (PO), DRDA, Phek. 
Stating that the team is now 
well equipped with several 
technical aspects, it is ex-
pected to improve its grow-
ing system in the upcoming 
years. 

Meanwhile, PDLCGF 
has conveyed sincere grati-
tude to Project Director, 
DRDA, Phek, for gener-
ously sponsoring the week-
long tour.

Dimapur, Oct 22 (EMN): The proposed Zelian-
grong people’s convention for merger of two bodies 
namely the Zeliangrong Baudi (ZB) and Zelian-
grong Union as declared on May 25 last in Namdun-
long, Imphal, has been postponed as the latter had 
backed off  from organising the convention.

In a joint press statement, ZB-ZU unification 
committee convenor N Diswang Hau and mem-
bers T Mirhu and K Elu Ndang notified to all 
the Zeliangrong people living in Assam, Manipur 
and Nagaland that it will continue to organise the 
Zeliangrong people’s convention at the earliest to 
settle the long pending issue in the larger interest of  
the Zeliangrong people. It added that the date and 
venue of the convention would \be notified in due 
course of time. 

Meanwhile, it appealed to all the Zeliangrong 
people to have patience and extend fullest coopera-
tion in this endeavour to unite the ZB and ZU into a 
single apex body of the Zeliangrong people. 

Dimapur, Oct 22 (EMN): 
Troops of 36 Assam Rifles has 
conducted a National Integra-
tion Tour (NIT) for 20 students 
and along with two teachers of  
various schools from October 
5 to 14.

The team visited places of  
historical and tourist impor-
tance at Delhi, Chandigarh 
and Amritsar. The team visited 
India Gate, Parliament House, 
National Museum, Akshard-
ham Temple in Delhi and Rock 
garden and Sukuna Lake in 
Chandigarh and Golden Tem-
ple and Jallianwallah Bagh in 
Amritsar.

The team also got the rare 
opportunity to interact with 
the President of  India, Ram 
Nath Kovind. The students 
also interacted with Lt. Gen. 
GS Dhillon, Chief  of  Staff, 
Headquarter Western Com-
mand. The team also witnessed 
the retreat ceremony at Wagha 
Border. 

The tour culminated on 
October 14 at Dimapur. The 
students have appreciated the 
effort taken by Assam Rifles 
for providing the opportunity, 
which gave them an insight into 
ethnic and cultural diversity of  
the country.

Dimapur, Oct 22 (EMN): United Baptist Churches As-
sociation North East India (UBCANEI) has released its 
revival song book at United Baptist Church, Midland, 
Dimapur, on Sunday. 

The book was released by Rev. L Hevuto Awomi, ex-
ecutive secretary, UBCANEI, during a service. The service 
was led by Rev. Puduhu Khuso, vice president, UBCANEI. 
Er. Nizal Tepa, EBM, shared words of encouragement on 
the occasion.

Dimapur, Oct 22 (EMN): Troops of  
5 Assam Rifles, during an operation 
in Zungti village under Zunheboto 
district, arrested two persons with 61 
cases of illegal liquor on October 18.

The consignment was confiscat-
ed from one Maruti Gypsy bearing 
registration number NL 07H 6065. 
The accused have been identified as 
Yepaka (29), son of Kuhoi of Itovi 
village, and Hinoto (27), son of Ya-

khuz of Khetoi village. 
AR release stated that the ac-

cused with the recovered liquor 
were subsequently handed over to 
Zunheboto Police Station for further 
investigation.

In a related incident, the same 
troops intercepted one Mahindra 
Scorpio bearing registration number 
UP 16 J5522 along with 384 cases 
of  MC Dowell’s rum and 72 bot-

tles of Kingfisher beer from Natha 
Zhimomi area in Zunheboto o n 
October 20.

The occupant of the vehicle iden-
tified as Vitoka Yeptho (22), son of  
Intoto Yeptho of Viyikhe village was 
arrested in this connection.

It stated that the individual 
alongwith the recovered liquor were 
handed over to Zunheboto Police 
Station for further investigation.

provided treatment and 
medicines to a total of 133 
locals of the Khonoma and 
adjacent villages. 

In addition, locals were 
also educated on the impor-
tance of vaccination, health 
and hygiene and common 
first aid methods.

In yet another pro-
gramme, troops of  5 As-

sam Rifles also conducted 
an interaction with mem-
bers of Ex-Servicemen As-
sociation, Zunheboto, on 
October 16. During the 
interaction, Ex-Servicemen 
were briefed about the new 
beneficiary policies and 
pension benefits for the 
retired personnel and war 
widows.

The concern of  Ex-
Servicemen for rehabilita-
tion and job awareness for 
their wards were also noted 
and they were assured of all 
possible help. Altogether 11 
Ex-Servicemen including 
the new office bearers were 
present during the interac-
tion.

Further, troops of  22 

Assam Rifles had conduct-
ed a lecture on “government 
schemes” at Akhen village 
in Phek district on October 
15. 

The lecture was deliv-
ered by Captain Sanjay 
Kumar Sheoran aimed at 
spreading awareness on 
various schemes of govern-
ment for maximum benefit 

to the locals of  Akhen vil-
lage. The lecture included 
various schemes of  central 
and state government like 
Pradhan Mantri Kaushal 
Vikas Yojna (PMKVY), 
scholarship scheme for 
students and necessity of  
aadhar card. A total of  20 
males and 9 females at-
tended the lecture.

the competition.
Etsuchukha Youth 

Fellowship was declared 
the champion of  the octet 
competition followed by 
MTCC youth fellowship, 
Saron youth Fellowship 
and NST - Tourist youth 
Fellowship. The Judges 
for the competition were 
Yentsao Ezung, Jenibemo 
Kithan, Zarenbeni Ngul-
lie, Renthunglo Murry, 
Thungchamo Tsanglao, 
Mhonyamo Yanthan. 

The youth director Y 
Chumbenthung Murry 
thanked all the judges, 
participants, competition 
mentors and youth lead-
ers for the success of  the 
programme.

Students pose for a group photograph with the President of India, Ram Nath 
Kovind, during the National Integrity Tour to Delhi.
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Members of the ATMA of Longchem block. They informed to have visited a ‘farm school’ at Akomen village 
on Oct. 20.

Parents of Sainik say seniors ‘torturing’ juniors Chizami org. says to wait for new SDO (c)

Union criticises raid by Assam 
Rifles on citizen’s house

List of grievances up, demanding redress 

ATMA members visit tea farm

Dimapur, Oct. 22 (EMN): 
Parents of  students of  
Sainik School at Punglwa 
in Peren district have com-
plained of  a number of  is-
sues in the establishment 
that they say need to be 
addressed. The issues in-
clude what has been stated 
to be bullying and ‘torture’ 
of  junior cadets by senior 
cadets, according to the 
parents. Many cadets are 
undergoing medical treat-
ments in various hospitals, 
the parents have stated. 

The Parents Associa-
tion of  Sainik School is-
sued a copy of  a press 
release to the media on 
Sunday. The problems the 
parents listed out included 
work on infrastructure in 
the school, game facilities, 
and ‘excessive liberty’ to 
senior students which the 
parents said ‘results in ex-
ploitation of  junior cadets 
to its maximum.’  

The parents associa-
tion informed in the press 
release that it conducted 
a general meeting in Ko-
hima town on Oct. 14. 

‘The members ex-
pressed some concerns 
that affect the growth of  
the cadets and the school. 
After thorough delibera-
tions, the association put 
forth some suggestions 

and observations in the 
interest of  the cadets and 
welfare of  the school,’ the 
association stated.
Senior bullies 
A matter of  concern that 
the parents mentioned 
was that of  senior cadets 
who the parents accused 
of  ‘exploiting’ the juniors. 
According to the press re-
lease, the establishment is 
said to have given ‘exces-
sive authority’ to the sen-
ior cadets. 

“The school authority 
on giving excessive liberty 
to the senior cadets, results 
in exploitation of  junior 
cadets to its maximum. 
There are cases of  ragging 
and corporal punishment 
meted out to the juniors by 
the senior cadets for last 
many years,” the press re-
lease stated.

“Children got admit-
ted to the school after 
qualifying for mental, 
oral, medical and physi-
cal fitness prescribed by 
the school, whereas, the 
level of  mental and physi-
cal torture by some senior 
cadets is a thing to worry. 
Many cadets are undergo-
ing medical treatments in 
various hospitals. It went 
unnoticed and unreported 
due to callous attitude of  
the school authority.”

Repair and renovation 
problems 
Listing out its grievances, 
the parents said that the 
authority of  the estab-
lishment started repair 
and renovation works for 
hostels since the begin-
ning of  the academic ses-
sion 2017-18. The asso-
ciation informed to have 
approached the author-
ity and requested them to 
ensure early completion 
of  the works. To this, the 
authority assured to com-
plete within 15 days, the 
press release stated. 

“However, after lapse 
of  several months, the 
work is pending comple-
tion and the work progress 
is in a very slow pace. The 
cadets are made to suffer 
without proper rooms and 
basic facilities for almost a 
year.”

The association has re-
quested the contractor in 
concern and the authority 
to speed up the work and 
“provide proper atmos-
phere to the cadets.”
Tailor with poor aim with 
machine 
The parents also com-
plained about a ‘random’ 
tailor in the school. The 
parents have noted that the 
“tailor master of  the school 

is performing the duty in a 
very random manner.”

“It has been reported 
that, uniforms are not 
stitched proportionately 
causing inconvenience to 
the cadets. The authority 
must monitor and stream-
line the performance of the 
tailor master and provide 
proper uniform as per the 
required size of the cadets.”
Sports 
The parents listed games 
and sports facilities ‘for all 
round developments of  an 
individual.’ The facilities 
must be ensured at all cost, 
the association stated. 

“It is learnt that, there 
is no indoor stadium fa-
cility in the school and 
thereby creating inconven-
iences to the cadets.”

Other matters the par-
ents listed included what 
was stated to be lack of  a 
warden quarter. The par-
ents observed that ‘due to 
absence of  proper warden 
quarter attached to the 
hostels, there had been un-
wanted cases of  misbehav-
iour by some indiscipline 
cadets.’ The association 
has requested the author-
ity to look into the matter 
and initiate some remedial 
measures.

Likewise, the parents 
stated, due to lack of  

proper fencing along the 
school’s boundary, ‘many 
unwanted elements are 
smuggled’ into the school. 

“The state government 
must sincerely look into 
the progress and develop-
ment of  the school. How-
ever, it has been observed 
that the government par-
ticularly the department 
of  school education has 
not been able to cater the 
basic needs of  the school 
as contained in the memo-
randum / agreement,” the 
association stated. The 
parents have demanded 
that the government pro-
vide the necessary infra-
structure as required by 
the school.
Transparency in 
‘accounting’ 
Another issue that the par-
ents noted was questions 
of  transparency “in rela-
tion to the accounts of  the 
cadets.”

The authority must 
maintain “transparency in 
relation to the accounts of  
the cadets. The authority 
should not deny the rights 
of  the parents and cadets 
to obtain their annual ac-
count statement, rather 
provide proper statements 
as required by the par-
ents,” the parents stated in 
demanded. 

Dimapur, Oct. 22 (EMN): The Chizami 
Range Public Organization (CRPO) has 
appealed to the public to ‘bear with the 
inconveniences’ until a new sub-division 
officer (civil) is posted to Chizami sub 
divisional headquarters.

The CRPO issued a note on Sunday 
informing about the organization meet-
ing with the deputy commissioner of  
Phek district Kovi Meyase and the sub-
division officer (civil) of  Pfütsero, Dr Di-
ana Patton on Oct. 16 at the DB’s court 
at Chizami. 

Members of  the CRPO, Chizami 
range VCCs and GBs, Chizami Town 

Ad-hoc Committee Members and pub-
lic leaders attended the event, the note 
stated. 

‘The CRPO, in respect of  an appeal 
made by the DC Phek and SDO(C) Pfüt-
sero decided to extend the ultimatum to 
November 10, 2017,’ it stated. 

The CRPO has appreciated the dep-
uty commissioner for taking keen inter-
est to help the public with regard to this 
issue. 

“The CRPO further appeal to the 
public to bear the inconveniences until a 
new SDO(C) is posted for Chizami Sub 
Divisional HQ,” it added. 

Dimapur, Oct. 22 (EMN): 
The Phusachodu Union of  
Kohima has condemned 
what it called the ‘terrorist 
attitude and atrocious ac-
tion’ of  the Assam Rifles 
in raiding the residence of  
a citizen. 

The organisation is-
sued a press release on 
Sunday informing of  a 
raid on the house of  one 
Rudasa Curhah.

“On the night of  19th 
Oct. 2017, at around 8:30 
PM to 11:40 PM the As-
sam Rifle jawans along 
with four persons with 
black mask in civil dress 
and also with one Naga-
land police (sic) as guide 
came to the house of  Mr. 
Rudasa Curhah and raid-
ed his house without any 

reason and badly harassed 
the family,” the press re-
lease stated. 

“Mr. Rudasa Curhah 
belongs to Phusachodu 
village is (sic) a very right 
thinking and an innocent 
citizen who has been stay-
ing in a private rented 
house in Jail Colony, Ko-
hima. It is really surprised 
to know the story, since 
there is no reason to raid 
his house,” the union ex-
plained. 

The organisation has 
condemned the action of  
the security force ‘as a bar-
barous act’ and called the 
Assam Rifles “wisdom-
less organisation, and lack 
of  administrative intelli-
gence.” 

This raid on an ‘in-

nocent person’s house’ 
is ‘a matter of  terroris-
ing the innocent citizens,’ 
the press release stated. It 
has violated the ‘right to 
personal liberty of  living 
and privacy of  life of  the 
public, committed guilty 
of  house trespass, harass-
ment to innocent citizens 
and children, and also 
committed guilty of  the 
offence of  theft (stolen 5 
Nos. of  ATM card),’ the 
union stated. 

The organisation has 
‘earnestly requested’ the 
superintendent of  Kohi-
ma police to ‘furnish the 
identity of  the four per-
sons with black mask who 
came with the AR jawans 
to the Phusachodu Union 
at the earliest.’

Dimapur, Oct. 22 (EMN): 
The Agriculture Technol-
ogy Management Agency 
of  Longchem block visited 
the ‘farm school on tea’ at 
Akomen village on Oct. 
20, updates stated on Sun-
day.

During the event 
Supongtemsu Longchar 
gave a demonstration to 
fellow farmers ‘tea leaf  
plucking techniques, prun-

ing of  tea plants and vari-
ous other methods used in 
his farm. 

“He shared about his 
challenges and experienc-
es in establishing a com-
mercial farm and also ex-
plained on the fluctuations 
of  commercial prices of  tea 
throughout the year,” the 
updates stated.

Also, Sakotsungba, 
ATM, explained various 

diseases and pests that af-
fect tea. He demonstrated 
various pest control tech-
niques and encouraged the 
farmers to use biological 
pest control methods. 

There was a short in-
teraction too during which 
various problems and opin-
ions were the focus of in-
teractions with the farmers. 
20 farmers attended the pro-
gramme, the updates added. KG-2092

KG-2091
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Incessant rain triggers flash flood in Manipur Four persons arrested for loot 
of Rs 39 lakh from ATM 

AR celebrates Ningol Chakkouba with locals

Sikkim tourism industry takes a knock due to Darjeeling stir 

‘Mary Kom’ punching to glory 
on Assam’s mobile theatre arena 

Assam filmmaker adapts Bond’s ‘
The Black Cat’ on celluloid 

Our Correspondent
Imphal, Oct. 22 (EMN): 
Incessant rain since Sat-
urday has caused flash 
floods in Manipur par-
ticularly in its capital city 
on Sunday.

 Most of  the low lying 
areas in and around the 
state capital including 
two important temples 
Shree Shree Gobindajee 
at Royal palace and Hanu-
man at Mahabali both in 
Imphal East district were 
under water.

 Besides the shopping 
areas of  Imphal includ-
ing Paona Bazar, Thangal 
Bazar, Dharmasala, Polo-
ground, to name a few, 
government offices includ-
ing district session court 
complex at Uripok, Im-
phal were inundated due to 
the intense rainfall. About 
89.3mm of  rainfall (against 
yesterday’s 6.5mm) was 
recorded till 3:00 PM on 
Sunday by Indian Council 
of  Agricultural Research 
Imphal centre here.

Several localities in 
the state capital –Thang-
meiband, Sagolband and 
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Every Sudoku has a unique solution that can be 
reached logically. Enter numbers into the blank 
spaces so that each row, column and 3x3 box 
contains the numbers 1 to 9.
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 ACROSS
 1. Though (abbrev.)
 4. Hurried
 7. An ancient upright stone slab 

bearing markings
 12. European Economic 

Community
 13. A stimulus that provides 

information about what to do
 14. Mountain nymph (Greek)
 15. A tributary of the Mobile River
 17. Thin wispy clouds
 18. British Air Aces
 19. Returned material 

authorization, abbr.
 21. Artificial language
 22. Murres
 24. After B
 25. Rudolph __, war criminal
 26. Male offspring
 27. Martial art
 29. Inspire with love
 31. More game
 35. Eliminated
 37. Relative biological 

effectiveness, abbr.
 38. Any of several carangid fishes
 41. Directed to
 42. South African currency
 43. Domestic swine
 44. A very large body of water
 45. Spanish for “Saint”
 46. The Muse of lyric and love 

poetry
 48. Pledge
 52. Ordinary
 53. Take in solid food
 54. A close-sleeved linen liturgical 

vestment
 55. Alar
 56. Tooth caregiver
 57. Take hold of 
 DOWN
 1. Extensively cultivated in e.g. 

China and Japan and India
 2. The world of the dead
 3. Egg-shaped terra-cotta 

instrument
 4. Canadian flyers
 5. Sounds like OM
 6. The closer of two
 7. Soul and calypso song
 8. Denotes three
 9. Scary
 10. Animal fats used in baking
 11. Farewell 
 16. The cry made by sheep
 20. Deficient in amount, 

quality, or extent
 22. An established custom or 

practice
 23. Actor/director ___ Howard
 24. A bottle with a stopper
 25. Surround
 27. Hebrew unit of capacity
 28. Small amount
 30. __ student, learns healing
 32. A citizen of Iran
 33. Travel one unit east then 

one unit north
 34. Similar to the color of 

blood
 36. Lathered

 38. Ancient country
 39. Lobster roe
 40. Capital of Guam
 42. The most common 

computer memory
 44. Lean-fleshed fish
 45. Drunkards
 47. A way to create from raw 

material
 49. Radioactivity unit
 50. Patti Hearst’s captors
 51. The outward flow of the 

tide
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Uripok to name a few, are 
facing flash flood after 
Nambul river overflowed 
in some sectors in Imphal. 
According to repor ts, 
some of  the residents of  
Uripok in the heart of  
Imphal town were also 
marooned after flood wa-
ter entered their homes.

The water level of  the 
major rivers – Imphal, 
Nambul, Iril and Kongba 

– which passes through 
thickly populated greater 
Imphal areas are all flow-
ing above warning level, 
according to sources. Re-
ports from Kangpokpi, 
from where the Imphal 
River originates, said rain-
fall was high in the district.

On the other  hand 
residents of  Tekhaopat 
located near the historic 
Singjamei Bridge in Ma-

nipur’s Singjamei constit-
uency were busy guarding 
the Imphal river banks by 
levelling and repairing the 
riverside road in view of  
the sudden rise of  Imphal 
River following non-stop 
rain last night.

Meanwhile state Chief  
Minister N Biren Singh’s 
proposed visit to Tamen-
glong district headquar-
ters, 150 km west of  Im-

phal on October 23 to 
attend a public meeting 
besides inaugurating some 
offices and holding state 
cabinet meeting has been 
postponed due to inclem-
ency of  weather.

At the same time ‘Im-
phal Evenings’ popularly 
known as ‘Imphal night 
Plaza’ held on Saturday 
and Sunday night  (7 -
10pm) here has also been 
remained closed “due to 
bad weather.” The Joint 
Director Ng Uttam Singh 
of  Municipal Administra-
tion, Housing & Urban 
Development issued an 
order in this regard on 
Sunday.

In another develop-
ment, All Manipur Pro-
gressive Farmers’ Asso-
ciation has demanded 
necessary relief  for the 
flood hit villagers in the 
recent flood in Manipur 
which experienced five 
t imes f lood since Cy-
clone Mora hit the state 
in May end this year and 
destroyed more than Rs 
213.71 crores worth prop-
erties.

Shillong, Oct. 22 (PTI): 
Four persons were arrested 
by police in connection 
with the loot of  over Rs 39 
lakh from an ATM kiosk 
in Meghalaya’s West Garo 
Hills district, a senior po-
lice officer said today.

The main accused, Vi-
jay Debnath, an employee 
of  a private company en-
gaged to deposit cash in the 
kiosk, was first picked up 
and from his rented house 
and the stolen money was 
recovered, the officer said.

“We have arrested four 

persons involved in the crim-
inal conspiracy to loot the 
kiosk. Interrogation is on,” 
Superintendent of  Police, 
West Garo Hills, R Kumar 
said.Debnath was respon-
sible for filling the cash at 
the vaults of the SBI ATM 
machines. He was arrested 
by police along with three 
others for their alleged role 
in the ATM heist that took 
place on Tuesday night, the 
SP said.

On October 18, Rs 41 
lakh went missing from an 
SBI ATM at the Tura Super 

Market.Police suspected the 
handiwork of some insider 
in the ATM heist and sought 
the CCTV footage of  the 
ATMs which confirmed the 
involvement of the accused.

The four accused had 
taken Rs 39,86,400 from 
the ATM and in their hurry, 
abandoned Rs 1.5 lakh in 
the machine.

Their modus operandi 
is to obtain the password 
from another employee to 
crack the ATM vaults to 
steal the cash, the police 
added.

Dimapur, Oct. 22 (EMN): With the contin-
uous efforts to strengthen the bond between 
different communities in the state and the 
amed forces, 5 Jammu & Kashmir Rifles 
of  9 Sector Assam Rifles under the aegis 
of IGAR (South) celebrated the festival of  
Ningol Chakkouba at Tulihal COB, Imphal 
West District on Saturday, Oct. 21. 

A press release from PRO stated that 
the celebrations included felicitation and 
presentation of gifts and sweets to 15 hard 
working women including Meira Paibis of  
the society. 

The efforts of  the armed forces of  
participating in traditional festivals were 
appreciated by the local populace.

Gangtok, Oct. 22 (PTI): The pro-
longed agitation in the Darjeeling 
hills in West Bengal since June over a 
separate Gorkhaland state has badly 
hit the state’s tourism industry.

According to the data made 
available by the tourism depart-
ment, Sikkim, known for its pic-
turesque locales such as Nathu-la 
pass bordering China and Guru-
dongmar lake, received a lowly 
1000 foreign tourists and 8931 
domestic visitors in July this year.

The month of  August was no 
better with only 1043 foreign and 
12680 domestic tourists visiting 

the hill state.
Before the Gorkha Janmukti 

Morcha (GJM) declared an in-
definite shutdown in the Darjeel-
ing hills on June 15, Sikkim was 
flush with tourists, both foreign 
and domestic ones.

The state had received a 
record 11.70 lakh tourists, includ-
ing 25,585 foreigners, in the first 
six months of  2017.

But after the agitation began 
in Darjeeling in June and inci-
dents of  violence were reported, 
tourists cancelled their hotel 
bookings in Sikkim.

To reach Sikkim by road, rail 
or air, a tourist has to pass through 
Darjeeling hills. The state is yet to 
be in the air or rail map of  India.

Sikkim Hotel and Restau-
rant Association president Pema 
Lamtha said 70-80 per cent tour-
ists cancelled their hotel bookings 
since July after violence broke out 
in Darjeeling.

The GJM suspended the 
104-day-long shutdown in Dar-
jeeling hills on September 27 but 
the situation was far from being 
rosy as yet.

“Booking stands at almost nil 

for winter months (October to 
December),” she told PTI.

Sonam Norgay Lachungpa, the 
regional coordinator (North-East) 
of  the Tour and Travel Agents As-
sociation of  Sikkim (TASS), urged 
the state and central governments 
to find a way out to delink the hill 
state’s tourism activities with issues 
of  another state.

 He, however, exuded opti-
mism that if  Darjeeling remained 
peaceful over the next couple of  
months, the tourism industry 
in Sikkim might return to near 
normal.

Pathsala, Oct. 22 (PTI): Every 
evening, ‘Mary Kom’ enters the ring 
on Assam’s mobile theatre arena and 
mesmerises the audience with her 
power punches and her riveting story.

This has been going on since Au-
gust 9 and will continue till April 13 
next year across the northeastern state.

Welcome to the world of Assam’s 
mobile theatres, known as ‘Bhray-
maman’ across the state. More than 
30 companies embark on a journey 
throughout the state, usually in August 
and continue till April.This year, Aba-
han Theatre’s marquee play is based 
on the Olympic boxing medallist Mary 
Kom. Written by Abhijit Bhattacharya, 
popular Assamese actor Prastuti Par-
ashar portrays the role of the champion 
pugilist from Manipur in the play.

Abahan Theatre producer, Krishna 
Roy says the response to the play has 
been tremendous and going by the fact 
that the villagers know very little of  
Mary Kom, it is rewarding.“In spite of  
not knowing much about Mary Kom, 
it is really encouraging to see villagers 
come out in large numbers to watch the 
play. Mary Kom’s story is about sim-
plicity, grit and determination. People 
find it very inspiring and could relate it 
to theirs,” Roy tells PTI.

His grandson Rubul Das says Aba-

han Theatre has already staged shows 
in Barpeta, Nalbari, Baksa, Kamrup 
districts among others.About 1,500-
1,600 people have been turning up for 
each show, he says.

The tickets are also reasonable with 
the costliest being Rs 150.Mary Kom 
is already immortalised in print and 
on celluloid - her 2013 autobiography, 
“Unbreakable” and an eponymous 
Bollywood film, featuring actor Priya-
nka Chopra in the title role.

Every year, theatre aficionados of  
Assam wait with bated breath for the 
surprise packages each company has up 
their sleeves.The subjects of the plays 
are diverse mythology, Greek tragedies, 
Shakespearean tales, plays based on 
novels of Assamese and other writers, 
to subjects like sinking of the Titanic, 
Anaconda, the Gaisal train tragedy, 
Lady Diana and the 9/11 attacks.

The modern mobile theatre con-
cept in Assam is widely believed to be 
the brainchild of Achyut Lahkar, who 
founded the Nataraj Theatre Company 
in 1962. Pathsala in lower Assam is 
considered as the home of the roving 
theatre movement.Kohinoor Theatre, 
formed in 1976 by Ratan Lahkar, set 
the ball rolling on the new trend of  
plays based on global themes, with the 
portrayal of the sinking of the Titanic, 

based on James Cameron’s 1997 Hol-
lywood blockbuster.

The result was obvious. It was the 
biggest hit in the history of Assamese 
theatre. The special effects, coupled 
with excellent music, brought new 
dimensions to the state’s theatre.The 
depiction of the ship colliding with the 
iceberg in its fatal crash, the landing of  
the helicopter and the overall illusion of  
the ship on stage, brought international 
acclaim.Kohinoor has also staged ad-
aptations of Cleopatra, ‘Iliad-Odyssey’, 
‘Ben Hur’, Mahabharata, Ramayana, 
‘Hamlet’, ‘Othello’ and ‘Dr Jekyll and 
Mr Hyde’.

Tapan Lahkar, who manages 
the theatre, is confident of  carrying 
forward the legacy of  his illustrious 
father Ratan Lahkar, who passed 
away earlier this year.“My father was 
the backbone of  Kohinoor Theatre. 
Now it is up to us to carry forward his 
legacy,” he says.

‘Rail Pothor Ejoni Suwali’, ‘Best 
of  Luck’ and ‘Siyor’ are the plays 
Kohinoor is staging this year.Among 
other companies, Bhagyadevi Theatre 
is celebrating 50 years of its inception, 
while Hengul Theatre is showcasing 
plays such as ‘Boliya Draupadi’, ‘Ei 
Sohoror Romeo and Juliet’ and ‘Mafia 
aru Hoondori’.

Guwahati, Oct 22 (PTI) A 
witch... a broom and a cat 
- Assamese filmmaker Bhar-
gav Saikia’s adaptation of  
Ruskin Bond’s “The Black 
Cat”, starring Tom Alter has 
all these necessary elements 
of a spooky fantasy tale.

The short 22-minute film 
in English recently won the 
Best Cinematography award 
and an honourable mention 
in the Best Fantasy/Sci-
Fi category at the summer 
edition of Asians on Film-
Festival of Shorts.

Alter, who passed away 
recently, is in the role of  
Bond as the protagonist.

“’The Black Cat’, which 
I had read many years ago 
as a school student, is a sim-
ple story with interesting 
characters in an unusual 
setting, and it gave me the 
opportunity to explore many 
new aspects of filmmaking,” 
Saikia tells PTI.

The old-world charm of  
the story, the eccentric yet 
likeable characters and its 
fine balance between fantasy 

and the supernatural were 
exciting, he says.

“Tom Alter, a close 
friend of the real-life Ruskin 
Bond, was a natural choice 
for the renowned author’s 
character. He could relate to 
the characters and the world 
that I wanted to create in the 
film,” he says.

It was the same in the 
case of Shernaz Patel, who 
was “instantly excited about 
her character of a tradition-
al, eccentric English witch 
called Miss Bellows. Their 
outstanding performances 
are the major highlights of  
the film,” says Saikia.

Collaborating with 
Bond, who was introduced 
to the 28- year-old filmmaker 
by a family friend, was a 
dream come true for Sai-
kia and the meeting which 
was meant to last only 30 
minutes, went on for almost 
three hours.

“He was pleasantly sur-
prised that out of  all his 
spooky stories, I wanted 
to adapt ‘The Black Cat’. 

He was a little sceptical 
about how I would make 
the cat perform in the film, 
but I somehow managed 
to convince him. I cannot 
thank him enough for his 
generosity and for trusting 
me to pull off  the film ad-
aptation which was a huge 
responsibility, no doubt,” 
he says.

Asked about his expe-
rience of  shooting with 
the cat, Saikia says it was 
undoubtedly the biggest 
challenge as the feline are 
known to be stubborn crea-
tures and cannot be trained 
easily.

“I had absolutely no 
budget for creating the cat 
through visual effects, hence 
I had to make sure that the 
cat performed convincingly. 
I hired professional animal 
trainers from Mumbai and 
they trained two black cats 
for several months. Surpris-
ingly, the cats performed 
very well during the film’s 
shoot,” he says.

“We have tried our best 

to bring out the essence of  
the original story in the film. 
Mr Bond appreciated the 
film at a special screening 
which was organised for 
him at Woodstock School 
in Mussoorie and I am over-
joyed to get his nod of ap-
proval,” adds Saikia.

“The Black Cat”, sched-
uled to release on the Inter-
net in November, is his sec-
ond short film as a director 
and screenwriter.

He made his directo-
rial debut in 2015 with a 
short film in the horror genre 
“Awakenings”, while he 
launched an independent 
film company and went on 
to produce a feature film, set 
in Kashmir, named “Kaafi-
ron Ki Namaaz”.

The filmmaker says he is 
currently working on three 
projects that are in differ-
ent stages of  development 
-- a feature film in Hindi, a 
web series and an Assamese 
feature film -- exciting and 
challenging concepts in the 
fantasy- horror genres.

AR seen interacting with the womenfolk at the Ningol Chakkouba celebration in Imphal on Saturday.

Imphal river flowing above warning level.
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Hasmukh Adhia.

GST rate structure needs 
complete overhauling – Adhia

RBI to empanel ad agencies 
for multi-media work

Maruti becomes No. 1 
exporter of personal vehicles 
from India, Hyundai 4th

Send money via Facebook 
Messenger using PayPal

‘65 million jobs opportunities in last five years in China’

Air India may renegotiate 
contracts with key vendors

Quarterly results to drive equity markets (Market Outlook)

New Delhi, Oct. 22 (PTI): 
With the new GST regime 
firmly entrenched, a com-
plete overhaul of  the tax 
rates is now required to 
reduce the burden on small 
and medium businesses, 
Revenue Secretary Has-
mukh Adhia has said.

In an interview to PTI, 
he said the Goods and 
Services Tax (GST), which 
amalgamates more than a 
dozen central and state lev-
ies like excise duty, service 
tax and VAT, will take about 
a year to stabilise.

Nearly four months 
since its introduction, the 
new indirect tax threw up 
teething troubles and com-
pliance issues, which the 
GST Council -- the high-
est decision-making body 
of  the new regime -- has 
addressed through several 
rounds of changes.

To ease hassles facing 
medium and small busi-
nesses in paying taxes and 
filing GST returns, it has 
tweaked various aspects of  
the new indirect tax regime 
to make it industry friendly. 
Also the GST Council has 
rationalised rates on over 
100 commodities and made 
refund process easier for 
exporters.

“There is a complete 
overhauling that is re-

Mumbai, Oct. 22 (IANS): The 
ongoing quarterly results season, 
along with cues from global mar-
kets and direction of  foreign funds, 
are expected to set the tone for the 
key Indian equity indices, analysts 
feel.

According to market observers, 
indices’ movements will also be 
influenced by geo-political develop-
ments in the Korean peninsula as 
well as derivatives expiry and crude 
oil prices.

“The markets will be largely in-
fluenced by domestic liquidity and 
the buoyancy in the global markets, 
especially US markets,” Zyfin Ad-
visors’ Chief  Executive Devendra 
Nevgi told IANS.

“Earnings so far have been 
mixed for home-oriented compa-
nies, though the earnings will be 
watched closely for other compa-
nies such as banks keeping in mind 
the extent of  provisioning for NPAs 
(non-performing assets) required.”

Last week, fears of  higher NPA 
levels in the banking sector pulled 
the key indices lower.

“The Q2 results will gather 
significance in coming days with 

the earnings of  index heavyweights 
which will dictate the market’s 
momentum,” Vinod Nair, Head of  
Research at Geojit Financial Serv-
ices, told IANS.

Companies like ICICI Bank, 
HDFC Bank, Infosys, Ambuja 
Cements, Indian Oil, Yes Bank, 
Maruti Suzuki, ITC and Sun Phar-
ma are expected to announce their 
quarterly results in the coming trade 
week.

Apart from quarterly results, 
other factors such as premium valu-
ation and change in global liquidity 
due to the US dollar’s appreciation 
will also impact the key indices’ 
movements.

Liquidity-wise, foreign funds 
remained net sellers of  Indian equi-
ties last week. The provisional fig-
ures from stock exchanges showed 
that foreign institutional investors 
(FIIs) offloaded stocks worth Rs 
1,766 crore during the week.

But, domestic institutional in-
vestors (DIIs) continued to pump-in 
funds and bought scrips worth Rs 
1,985.99 crore.

Figures from the National Secu-
rities Depository (NSDL) revealed 

that foreign portfolio investors 
(FPIs) divested equities worth Rs 

1,797.22 crore, or $276.76 million, 
during October 16-18.

On the currency front, the rupee 
depreciated by 11 paise to 65.04 

against the US dollar from its previ-
ous close at 64.93.

On technical charts, NSE Nif-
ty’s underlying trend remains bull-
ish.

“While the Nifty has taken a 
breather in the last few sessions, 
the underlying trend remains up,” 
said Deepak Jasani, Head of  Retail 
Research for HDFC Securities.

“Further upsides are likely once 
the immediate resistance of  10,236 
points is taken out. Weakness could 
however emerge if  the support of  
9,985 points is broken.”

The key Indian equity indices 
-- BSE Sensex and NSE Nifty -- had 
risen for the third straight time dur-
ing the truncated week ended on 
October 18, as healthy macro eco-
nomic data points buoyed investors 
sentiments.

Consequently, the 30-scrip Sen-
sitive Index (Sensex) edged higher 
by 151 points or 0.46 per cent to 
32,584.35 points.

Similarly, the wider 50-scrip 
Nifty of  the National Stock Ex-
change (NSE) made gains. It rose 
by 43.4 points or 0.42 per cent to 
close at 10,210.85 points.

quired... it is possible that 
some items in the same 
chapter are divided.

There is a need for har-
monisation of items chapter 
wise and wherever we find 
there is a big burden on 
small and medium business-
es and on common man, if  
we bring them down, there 
will be a better compliance,” 
Adhia said.

He, however, said the 
overhauling would require 
some calculations by the fit-
ment committee, which will 
decide which items need a 
rationalisation of  rate un-
der the GST regime which 

kicked in from July 1.
The GST Council has 

already cleared an approach 
paper for items to be con-
sidered for rationalisation 
but it is not binding and the 
council can always make 
deviation from the approach 
paper.

Adhia said the commit-
tee will bring its suggestions 
to the Council as early as 
possible.

The 23rd meeting of  
the GST Council, chaired 
by Union Finance Minister 
Arun Jaitley and compris-
ing of representatives of all 
states, will be held in Guwa-

hati on November 10.
“We are very keen to 

do it as early as possible, it 
depends on how much time 
the fitment committee takes 
to work on it. They need 
data, calculate revenue loss. 
They need various com-
parisons. But harmonisation 
has to be done. A complete 
review has to be done,” he 
said.

The GST Council has 
reworked various provisions 
of  the new indirect tax re-
gime which was introduced 
from July 1 so as to make it 
more industry friendly.

The turnover threshold 

for composition scheme, 
under which businesses can 
pay taxes at a nominal rate, 
has been hiked to Rs 1 crore, 
from Rs 75 lakh earlier.

Also small businesses 
up to Rs 1.50 crore turnover 
has been allowed to file 
returns and pay taxes quar-
terly, as against monthly 
earlier.

When asked how much 
time will it take to stabilise 
the GST system, Adhia 
said: “It will take one year. 
Because it is a new system 
for everybody... There has 
been a complete overhaul-
ing of tax system in GST so 
one year is needed”.

“If  you see the expe-
rience of  VAT, there was 
opposition for one year. 
People were on streets be-
cause nobody knew what 
VAT is, the last fellow was 
only paying sales tax. It was 
more opposition that time 
than this,” he said.

Introduced in 2005, 
VAT replaced the earlier 
Sales Tax systems. VAT was 
a tax on sale or purchase of  
goods within a state and was 
levied by state governments.

The GST has subsumed 
over a dozen taxes and 
transformed India into a 
single market for seamless 
movement of  goods and 
services.

New Delhi, Oct. 22 (PTI): 
The Reserve Bank plans 
to empanel advertising 
agencies for carrying out 
activities ranging from 
regular tender notices to 
full-fledged multimedia, 
multi- language advertising 
across print and electronic 
media.

The empanelled agen-
cies would conceptualise, 
design and release adver-
tisements in newspapers 
and commercials on tel-
evision and radio, said the 
Request for Proposal (RFP) 
for Empanelment of  Ad-
vertising Agencies floated 
by the central bank.

RBI’s advertising ac-
tivities “range from regular 
tender notice, public notice 

and recruitment notifica-
tions to full- fledged mul-
timedia, multi-language, 
pan-India advertising ac-
tivities involving use of  
creative for print as well 
electronic media”.

The scope of  work of  
empanelled agencies would 
also encompass production 
of  TV spots/radio jingles.

“Dubbing/ translation 
and adaptation of  short 
films, TV commercials, 
radio spots and print adver-
tisements into Hindi, As-
samese, Bengali, Gujarati, 
Kannada, Malayalam, 
Marathi, Oriya, Punjabi, 
Tamil, Telugu, Urdu, Eng-
lish and other Scheduled 
languages,” also falls under 
the scope of  work of  agen-

cies to be empanelled.
Detailing the process 

for assigning jobs, the doc-
ument said that routine 
notice / tender type adver-
tisement below Rs 15 lakh 
will be given to empanelled 
agencies by rotation.

For advertisements in-
volving space buying of  
more than Rs 15 lakh and 
up to Rs 1 crore, the job 
would be assigned by invit-
ing bids from the empan-
elled agencies.

The document also out-
lines the process the RBI 
would follow in assigning 
multi-media pan-India/
multi-state public aware-
ness campaign involving 
space/time slot buying be-
yond Rs 1 crore.

New Delhi, Oct. 22 (PTI): 
Maruti Suzuki India has 
become the largest pas-
senger vehicles exporter 
from India in the first half  
of  the ongoing fiscal, de-
throning Hyundai Motor 
India Ltd which has now 
been pushed to fourth spot 
behind Volkswagen and 
General Motors.

In the April-September 
period this fiscal, Maruti 
Suzuki India (MSI) ex-
ported 57,300 units of  pas-
senger vehicles (PVs) as 
against 54,008 units in the 
year-ago period, up 6 per 
cent, according to the latest 
data by Society of  Indian 
Automobile Manufacturers 
(SIAM).

T h e  l o n g - r u n n i n g 
number one exporter, Hy-
undai Motor India Ltd 
(HMIL) on the other hand 
shipped 44,585 units as 
against 63,014 units in the 
year-ago period, a decline 

of  29.25 per cent. The 
company is now behind 
Volkswagen and General 
Motors India in terms of  
export of  PVs from India.

During the first half  of  
the fiscal, Volkswagen In-
dia exported 50,410 units at 
a growth of  16.92 per cent. 
It is now the second biggest 
exporter of  PVs from India 
behind MSI.

Last year, it had ex-
ported 43,114 units dur-
ing the same period. Inter-
estingly, General Motors 
(GM) which had on May 
18 this year decided to stop 
selling its vehicles in India 
after struggling for over two 
decades to make a mark, 
is now the third biggest 
exporter of  PVs from the 
country. In the first half  
of  the fiscal, GM export-
ed 45,222 units as against 
30,613 units in the year-ago 
period, a growth of  47.72 
per cent.

The company exports 
vehicles from its manufac-
turing plant at Talegaon in 
Maharashtra. It has sold its 
first plant at Halol in Gu-
jarat to MG Motor India, 
an arm of  Chinas SAIC. 
Another US auto major, 
Ford also posted impres-
sive growth in exports of  
PVs from India during the 
period.

The companys overseas 
shipments stood at 42,412 
units as against 31,467 
units in the same period 
last fiscal, up 34.78 per cent 
making it the fifth biggest 
exporter from India.

Nissan Motor India, 
which was the third biggest 
exporter last year saw its 
overseas shipments during 
the first half  of  the fiscal 
decline by 37.11 per cent 
to 30,872 units from 49,091 
units in the same period 
last fiscal. It now occupies 
the sixth spot.

San Francisco, Oct. 22 (IANS): Online payment 
gateway PayPal has allowed American people to send 
and request money via Facebook Messenger using 
PayPal accounts.

PayPal is the leader in peer-to-peer (P2P) pay-
ments with $24 billion in P2P volume during the third 
quarter of  2017 alone (up 47 per cent year-over-year).

The ability to send and request money in Mes-
senger gives people more choice and more convenient 
ways to get things done in different contexts.

“Whether it’s splitting a bill for a cab ride or a 
night out, paying for your share of  the rent, or making 
sure you get paid back for mom’s birthday present, 
PayPal makes exchanging money between friends 
and family simple,” the company said in a statement 
late Friday.

Last year, PayPal partnered with Facebook Mes-
senger, allowing more than 2.5 million US custom-
ers to connect their accounts, use PayPal to shop 
on Messenger and enable Messenger as a means of  
communication for PayPal users.

When composing a message in Messenger with 
one person, or even a group, people can tap on the 
blue plus icon, and then select the green payments 
button to quickly send or request money.

People can then choose PayPal as their funding 
source when making a P2P payment with their Mes-
senger contacts.

“In addition to enabling P2P payments with 
PayPal in Messenger, we are also introducing our 
first-ever PayPal customer service bot for Messenger, 
so PayPal customers can seamlessly receive payment 
and account support directly in the app,” said Bill 
Ready, Chief  Operating Officer, PayPal.

Beijing, Oct. 22 (PTI): About 
65 million job opportunities have 
been created in China in the last 
five years due to pro- employment 
and entrepreneurship policies, a 
Chinese official has said.

China is confident about a 
sustained employment market 
as it moves forward to build a 
moderately prosperous society 
in 2020, Yin Weimin, Minister 
of  Human Resources and Social 

Security, said on the sidelines of  
the once-in-a-five-year Congress 
of  the ruling Communist Party of  
China (CPC).

More than 65 million job op-
portunities were created in the past 
five years and 25 million laid-off  
workers were reemployed, he said.

“The general employment 
market in China is stable. On aver-
age, more than 13 million new job 
opportunities were created every 

year in the past five years in the 
urban areas,” he said, noting that 
China still faces many challenges.

Next year, the number of  uni-
versity graduates will reach an 
unprecedented high of  eight mil-
lion and the number will remain 
high for a while. Meanwhile, there 
is a supply-demand gap for skilled 
workers in the country, he was 
quoted as saying by the state-run 
China Daily.

The registered unemployment 
rate in urban areas remained low 
though the growth of  the Chinese 
economy, he said.

To ensure stable employment, 
China has rolled out an array of  
pro-employment and entrepre-
neurship policies, while the coun-
try’s entrepreneurial wave and the 
growth of  the tertiary industry 
has also helped fuel job creation, 
he said.

Mumbai, Oct. 22 (PTI):  The loss-making 
Air India is likely to relook into some exist-
ing key contracts with its suppliers, includ-
ing aircraft lessors and engine makers, as it 
seeks to trim costs ahead of  stake sale by 
the government.

Air India chief  Rajiv Bansal, who has 
been working on ways to improve the 
airline’s on time performance (OTP) and 
prune costs on various fronts, has set up 
a task force comprising four teams to put 
together a strategy before engaging with 
vendors, according to a source.

“The task force for contract nego-
tiations has been asked to identify team 
members to negotiate and right-spec key 
contracts with engine supplier GE, aircraft 
lessors, global (ticket) distribution system 
(GDS) and catering services providers,” 
the source said.

Bansal, a senior IAS officer, took 
charge as the interim Chairman and Man-
aging Director of  the state-run airline in 
August.

Terming “cost consciousness” as 
one of  the core areas for improving the 
financial health of  the debt-ridden airline, 
Bansal had recently urged his workforce 
to ensure that not even a single ‘paisa’ is 
wasted for a better future.

According to the source, HR Jagan-

nath, who is heading the airline’s engineer-
ing subsidiary AIESL, will lead a team 
that will relook into the contracts with 
GE, while Air India’s director for finance, 
Vinod Hejmadi, will head the team to ne-
gotiate with the aircraft lessors.

Air India’s director for commercial, 
Pankaj Srivastava, has been mandated to 
rework contracts with the GDS provider; 
and general manager for catering, Ra-
jneesh Bagga, to renegotiate contracts with 
catering firms, the source said.

“These teams have been asked to study 
the existing contracts, put together a strat-
egy and push re-negotiations over the next 
six weeks,” the source said.

Surviving on a ten-year bailout package 
amounting to Rs 30,231 crore which began 
from 2012, the airline is currently in the 
disinvestment process.

The Cabinet Committee on Economic 
Affairs (CCEA) gave its in-principle nod 
for the strategic disinvestment of  the airline 
- which has a debt burden of  more than Rs 
50,000 crore - in June this year.

As per the provisional numbers an-
nounced by the government in July, Air 
India’s net loss after tax narrowed to Rs 
3,643 crore and operating profit rose to Rs 
300 crore in the last financial year from Rs 
105 crore in FY16.
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Learning from 
economic trends

The Gross Domestic Product is one of  the main meas-
ures of  economic activity that is periodically done to 
know the economic growth of  a country. A rough defi-
nition of  GDP will be that total market value of  all 

the final goods and services produced in a particular period of  
time. The International Monetary Fund states that “Gross Do-
mestic Product (GDP) is the sum of  consumption expenditure 
(of  households, Non-profit institutions serving households, and 
general government), gross fixed capital formation, changes in 
inventories, and exports of  goods and services, less the value 
of  imports of  goods and services. According to the IMF defini-
tion, along with the other traditional institutions in the primary, 
secondary and the tertiary sector it also includes the NPISHs. 
The OECD defines that Non-profit institutions serving house-
holds (NPISHs) consist of  NPIs which are not predominantly 
financed and controlled by government and which provide 
goods or services to households free or at prices that are not 
economically significant. 

Although there has been various criticisms against  the use 
of  Gross Domestic Product as a measure of  economic activ-
ity due to the exclusions of  some economic activities it is still 
the most preferred measure of  a country’s economic growth. In 
India too the measure of  GDP is the only way that measures 
economic growth. Although in 2015, the Central Statistical Or-
ganisation of  India changed the way it measures GDP by cal-
culating the Gross Value Added (GVA) at basic prices and also 
changing the base year to 2011-14 still the process of  measuring 
GDP is conducted every year. 

Similarly for the states the Gross State Domestic Product 
(GSDP) and the Net State Domestic Product (NSDP) is cal-
culated to measure the economic growth of  a state. Nagaland 
as a state in India also follows the similar formulae like the 
rest of  the country to measure GSDP and NSDP. NSDP can 
be defined as  GSDP minus the consumption of  fixed capital 
or in other words minus the depreciation. In the 2015-16 ad-
vance calculation of  GSDP, the primary sector or the produc-
tion of  raw materials contributed 34% to the total Gross Value 
Added(GVA); the secondary sector or the manufacturing sector 
contributed a meagre 13% to the total GVA; while the tertiary 
sector or the services sector which also includes the government 
sector contributed 53% to the GVA.  Total GVA or in the case of  
states the Gross State Value Added or GSVA is then added with 
taxes and subsidies subtracted to measure the GSDP of  the state 
which stands at INR 2052415 lac. or 20524.15 cr. for Nagaland 
State in  2015-16. 

In the case of  Nagaland, except for the production of  crops 
which contributes 22% to the total GSVA, the Other Services 
contributes 18% to the total GSVA. The Other Services excludes 
hotels, restaurants, repairs , transport and communication. It is 
then followed by public administration which contributes 12% 
to the total GSVA at current rate of  the state. Public administra-
tion or the government sector is almost equivalent to the manu-
facturing or the secondary sector in Nagaland. 

Although in the Other Services sector there is a measure for 
‘Extra Territorial Organisations and Bodies’ in Nagaland, it is 
not clear what kind of  institutions are included. For a small state 
like Nagaland the numerous non profit institutions, churches, 
tribe bodies and village councils, if  included will surely tilt the 
scale. At the same time there are many fictitious or un-opera-
tional institutions and co-operatives whose estimated produc-
tions are automatically calculated in the GSDP. Interestingly, 
with an estimated  population of  2077000  the per capita GSDP 
of  2015-16 at current prices therefore stands at INR 98816. The 
per capita income of  Nagaland earlier in 2014-15 as per the 
CSO was INR 89607. 

It is difficult to accept such a figure and the benefit of  doubt 
also goes the existing disparity among the people. However, tak-
ing into account these figures and comparing with the existing 
conditions of  the state many questions arise. How important 
does the GSDP/NSDP figures play in the annual state budget 
? Is there a need to change the way GSDP/NSDP is calculated 
in the state if  it is incorrect ?  It is time for the lawmakers and 
leaders to start asking intelligent and smart questions if  the state 
has to move forward.

 Sangeeta Barooah Pisharoty | thewire.in

Sibling rivalry is natural. God’s love is 
supernatural.

My brother and I, less than a year apart in age, were quite 
“competitive” growing up (translation: we fought!). Dad 
understood. He had brothers. Mom? Not so much.

Our story could have fit in the book of Genesis, which might well 
be subtitled A Brief History of Sibling Rivalry. Cain and Abel (Gen. 
4); Isaac and Ishmael (21:8–10); Joseph and everyone not named 
Benjamin (ch. 37). But for brother-to-brother animosity, it’s hard to 
beat Jacob and Esau.

Esau’s twin brother had cheated him twice, so he wanted to kill 
Jacob (27:41). Decades later Jacob and Esau would reconcile (ch. 
33). But the rivalry continued on in their descendants, who became 
the nations of Edom and Israel. When the people of Israel prepared to 
enter the Promised Land, Edom met them with threats and an army 
(Num. 20:14–21). Much later, as Jerusalem’s citizens fled invading 
forces, Edom slaughtered the refugees (Obad. 1:10–14).

Happily for us, the Bible contains not just the sad account of our 
brokenness but the story of God’s redemption as well. Jesus changed 
everything, telling His disciples, “A new command I give you: Love 
one another” (John 13:34). Then He showed us what that means by 
dying for us.

As my brother and I got older, we became close. That’s the thing 
with God. When we respond to the forgiveness He offers, His grace 
can transform our sibling rivalries into brotherly love.

Lord, we invite You to transform our relationships with Your 
healing love.

Brother to Brother
BIBLE READ:   GENESIS 33:1–11 
THOUGHT FOR TODAY:

A new command I give you: Love one another.     
      ~  John 13:34

DAILY
PATH

Proposals to protect two of  Cen-
tral Asia’s rarest species, Przew-
alski’s horse and the Gobi bear, 
are high on the agenda of  the 

global wildlife summit beginning this 
week in the Philippine capital of  Ma-
nila, it was announced on Sunday.

The government of  Mongolia has 
submitted proposals regarding these spe-
cies to the 12th Meeting of  the Confer-
ence of  the Parties to the Convention 
on Migratory Species, or CMS COP12, 
beginning on Monday.

If  agreed, their resolutions will af-
ford the highest protection status under 
CMS to these animals, whose numbers 
are critically low.

Over 120 countries, including India, 
will gather in the Philippines for smmit, 
the only international treaty devoted ex-
clusively to migratory animal species.

A large number of  proposals for 
greater protection under the Convention 
will be tabled for negotiation, including 
well-known species such as the chim-
panzee, giraffe, leopard, lion and the 
whale shark.

Fifteen species of  vultures in 128 
countries, including four that are criti-
cally endangered in India, may also 
get a fresh lease of  life with a 12-year, 

multi-species coordinated action plan 
to conserve them set to take wing at the 
summit.

The stoutly-built reddish-brown 
Przewalski’s horse is the only surviving 
species of  wild horse that has not been 
domesticated.

They traditionally roamed the 
steppe, shrublands, and plains of  west-
ern Mongolia and northern China, sur-
viving in temperature extremes from 40 
degrees Celsius in the summer and mi-
nus 45 degrees in the winter.

However, their population has dwin-
dled, with the last confirmed sighting in 
the wild made in 1969.

Experts say that the horses’ demise 
is due to severe winters, limited habitat 
and resources, disease and lack of  infor-
mation and awareness.

In 2008, following a successful cap-
tive breeding programme, Przewalski’s 
horses were re-introduced into the wild 
in China, Kazakhstan and Mongolia.

As of  January 1, 2014, the number 
of  living captive and reintroduced ani-
mals was 1,988.

Likewise, the smallish, light brown 
Gobi bear, which is regarded as a na-
tional treasure by Mongolians, is found 
only in the extreme environment of  the 

Gobi Desert.
Population estimates indicate that 

fewer than 45 remain in the wild with 
none in captivity. The animals are a 
unique ecotype and are adapted to the 
low food availability and harsh environ-
ment of  the Gobi Desert, where tem-
peratures may vary between 46 degrees 
Celsius in summer to minus 34 degrees 
in winter.

If  listed on Appendix I, the Gobi 
bear will fall under the CMS Central 

Asian Mammals Initiative (CAMI), 
which currently targets 15 species, and 
already includes Przewalski’s horse.

The Initiative comprises 14 coun-
tries, nine of  which have ratified 
the Convention -- Afghanistan, In-
dia, Iran, Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan, 
Mongolia, Pakistan, Tajikistan and 
Uzbekistan -- and five are non-Party 
States -- Bhutan, China, Nepal, Russia 
and Turkmenistan.

Source: IANS

More than two years after the Narendra 
Modi government signed a “framework 
agreement” with the National Socialist 
Council of  Nagaland (Isak-Muivah) in 

New Delhi to arrive at a peace accord that solves 
the over six-decades-old Naga issue, there comes a 
significant development that may help reach the in-
tended goal.

The Centre’s interlocutor R. N. Ravi is scheduled 
to arrive in Dimapur town in Nagaland on October 
23 to formally hold the first detailed meeting with the 
representatives of  six influential Naga rebel groups, 
thus widening the scope of  the talks conducted so far 
with only NSCN (I-M).

This meeting with the Naga National Political 
Groups (NNPGs) – important stakeholders in the 
fight for the rights of  the Nagas – is being seen in Na-
galand as “an official commitment of  the India gov-
ernment” to make the peace talks “more inclusive” 
and therefore, more likely to bring lasting peace in 
the region.

A Tangkhul Naga from Manipur, veteran NSCN 
(I-M) leader T.H. Muivah, heading the ongoing 
talks, is often seen by many Naga tribes and their 
bodies in Nagaland as an “outsider” and not truly 
representing their voice.

Theja Therie of  Naga Tribes Council (NTC), 
who will chair the first session of  tomorrow’s meet-
ing open to public, told The Wire from Dimapur that 
Ravi is set to arrive at Dimapur airport around 12 
noon.

“He would thereafter proceed to the venue in 
Dimapur’s Chumukedima area to meet the work-

ing group of  the six NNPGs along with prominent 
members of  the Naga civil society. In the first ses-
sion of  the meeting, which will start around 2 pm, 
other stakeholder organisations, like the Eastern Na-
galand Peoples Organisation (ENPO), NTC, Naga 
Gaon Bura Federation, would formally welcome the 
development and extend support to it.”

Therie said, “Thereafter, the working group of  
the NNPGs will engage with Mr. Ravi in a closed-
door meeting.”

The six NNPGs fighting for the Naga issue 
comprise of  the parent body Naga Nationalist 
Council (NNC), GPRN/NSCN (Government of  
People’s Republic of  Nagaland), FGN (Federal 
Government of  Nagaland), NSCN (Reformation),  
NPGN/NNC/NA (National People’s Government 
of  Nagaland (Non-accord) and NNC/GDRN/NA 
(Government Democratic Republic of  Nagaland 
(Non-Accord).

On December 14, 2016, these groups, at the be-
hest of  the NTC, came together in Dimapur to form 
a working group to usher in permanent solution to 
the Naga issue, thus showing their willingness since 
the framework agreement was signed in August 2015 
to be a part of  the ongoing peace talks.

This past September 27, at the invitation of  the 
Centre, an 18-member group of  the NNPGs, headed 
by the convener of  the working group N. Kitovi Zhi-
momi, met Ravi for the first time in New Delhi.

Local media reports quoting Zhimomi then said, 
“The next round of  talks will be held in Nagaland 
in October and is expected to touch serious and sub-
stantive issues.” Reports said Ravi urged the delega-
tion “to be realistic and not dwell on rhetoric”. The 
closed-door meeting slated for October 23 is the out-

come of  the earlier meeting.
Though some media reports said Ravi, also the 

joint intelligence chief  of  the central government, 
had asked the working group of  NNPGs to form a 
coordination committee and also prepare a charter 
of  demands for the meeting, Therie told The Wire:

“As of  now, the working group will conduct the 
meeting with Mr. Ravi. There will be no separate 
coordination committee for tomorrow’s talks. Also, 
whether to submit a charter of  demands to him or 
not will depend on how tomorrow’s meeting pro-
ceeds, what kind of  understanding takes place. So 
far, people are looking at this meeting as the first of-
ficial commitment of  India government to make the 
talks inclusive and bring other stakeholders to the 
peace process apart from NSCN (I-M).”

In April 2016, extending the ceasefire for a year 
with the Central government, Zhimomi, the NNPG 
convener set to lead tomorrow’s meeting, and a top 
leader of  the armed group GPRN/NSCN (also 
known as NSCN-Unification), had said that the ongo-
ing peace talks was “not suitable or acceptable com-
prehensively for the other Naga stakeholders” and the 
framework agreement “is an understanding between 
the Central government and the NSCN (I-M).”

Many expect a final solution to the Naga con-
flict by this December. Recently, Neiphu Rio, former 
Nagaland chief  minister and the present Lok Sabha 
member of  parliament from the state, told reporters 
that if  the Naga solution comes before the assembly 
elections, which is slated for early next year, “then 
there will be an interim government for a brief  peri-
od” and the polls would get postponed.  Powerful civil 
society groups like the Naga Hoho and ENPO have 
also called for a solution before the coming elections.

READERS’ MIRROR VIEWS & REVIEWS

The dictum ‘sons of  the soil’ is 
a general expression of  truth 
or principle.  It is related to the 

maxim of  expressing a distinctive fea-
ture and power of  a group of  commu-
nity. No doubt, the pronouncement of  
‘sons of  the soil’ is also a volatile po-
litical issue everywhere in the world. 
Thus, in the terms of  consciousness 
of  identity development and assertion 
of  rights, the ‘sons of  the soil’ issue is 
related to both chauvinistic and preju-
dice pronouncements which urge for 
legal and political authority of  the 
aboriginal people. In other word, it 
constitutes a sense of  nationalism, 
ethnicity and social integrity of  col-
lective individuals. Perhaps, the sense 
of  nationalism and patriotism seems 
to pose stronger intrinsic feelings to-
ward nation-building process than 
feeling for social and economic de-
velopment. Yet, the other one volatile 
issue would be to harness people for 
a status quo of  acquiring all benefits 
and social influences by the aborigi-
nal people. So, the so-called ‘sons of  
the soil’ implies a lot of  sensitive and 
psychological perceptions which of-
ten reckoned the minds of  people in 
different ways.

Generally, there are disagreements 
abound in the definition and precept 
of  ‘sons of  the soil’, but, in favour of  
the argument would mean that all the 
fruits and benefits of  development of  
a particular region should be enjoyed 
first by the aboriginal people and then 
to be passed on the people who mi-
grated to that region. Endorsing this 
ideology in a practical and cautious 
manner may not produce any despi-
cable incident if  it is expedited in a 
non-fallacious standard. Rather, such 
prerogative claim and right of  the 
aboriginal people may not stand as a 
threat or anxious to others.

The main focus of  this paper is 

first to present the mortifying precept 
of  ‘sons of  the soil’ of  the Nagas. 
Secondly, in doing so, it touches the 
ongoing issues of  illegal immigrants 
and capturing of  all economic power 
by the illegal immigrants in the Naga-
dominated areas.  Thus, viewing on 
these two critical issues the paper 
highlights some few incautious mis-
takes done by the ‘sons of  the soil’ – 
Nagas.

 Believably, the dictum of  ‘sons 
of  the soil’ in the context of  Nagas’ 
understanding is applicable and con-
noting too only to the main domains 
of  political struggle and self-deter-
mination. In a figurative sense, sen-
sualizing on such domains one can 
understand the utmost sacrifices con-
tributed by the Nagas in the essence 
of  ‘sons of  the soil’ in various politi-
cal aspects.  To the extent, all such es-
teemed contributions devoted to the 
cost of  national movement could be 
seen unequivocally in all natures and 
activities of  the Naga political, civil 
society (CSOs) and student organiza-
tions as well. And, no any amount of  
criticism emanating from any subject 
matters would able to counterpose 
against their vision and goal easily.

However, surprisingly or unsur-
prisingly, Nagas in this present 21st 
century are diminishing their sense 
of  nationalism and vision  as many 
critics of  Naga politics had expressed 
in various print media and social net-
working sites. Well, keeping aside 
all that critical viewpoints, one im-
portant point  that this paper would 
like to seriously  castigate is the wane 
of  thought in acquiring all kinds of  
benefits first by the aboriginal peo-
ple – the ‘sons of  the soil’. To revamp 
such embarrassed-state of  the Nagas 
does not lie only in their pragmatism 
of  political enthusiasm. Therefore, it 
is important on the one hand for the 

Nagas to retrospect certain incau-
tious social and economic mistakes 
done by them. One such critical con-
sequence of  such mistakes is the in-
creasing influx of  illegal immigrants 
and economic empowerment in the 
hands of  outsiders. Thus, speculating 
on recent staggering issues that are 
happening in the state of  Nagaland 
and the unflagging demand of  ILP in 
Manipur, their main problem is the 
issue of  illegal immigrants and eco-
nomic empowerment. So, the absence 
of  steel-frame mechanisms, stringent 
surveillance, and laxity of  legal vigi-
lant on the part of  the Naga political 
and civil organizations in the Naga-
dominated areas is quite a gloomy 
scenario. Henceforth, it is absolutely 
true to say that the fear and percep-
tion of  posing a serious threat due 
to unchecked illegal immigrants and 
incautious permission of  granting 
businesses to non-native people in the 
past decades is ubiquitously happen-
ing today right in front of  our naked 
eyes. What a defective Naga society.
Some Apprehensible Mistakes
Some mistakes can be ascertained 
indirectly from some strange prac-
tices and incautious mentality and 
attitudes of  the Nagas. In the issue 
of  incautious granting of  businesses 
opportunities to non-native, all the 
three statures of  our society, the state 
and district authority, the Naga civil 
organization and the Naga political 
organization are resembling to the 
18th century Mughal ruler(s) who un-
consciously welcomed their incoming 
ruler, the English East India Compa-
ny. The craze and obsession of  easy 
money is probably another relevant 
factor. The other despicable practice 
of  the Nagas would be the nature of  
Nagas’ political organization. For in-
stance, it is learned that there is a legal 

procedure for all illegal immigrants 
and outsiders to get special approval 
in setting up any business or corpo-
rate entrepreneur from the Naga na-
tional political organization. But, as 
the facts and figures have showed all 
economic powers entrenched in the 
hands of  illegal immigrants and non-
natives migrants, Nagas are like King 
Aurangzeb who incautiously gave 
away British the permission and the 
Farman to resume trade and in return 
received a huge amount of  money 
from the annual taxation.  Moreo-
ver, the recently published Ten (10) 
points resolutions passed by the Na-
gas of  Nagaland to check the influx 
of  illegal immigrants and also to stop 
granting trade and business avenues 
just simply substantiates that Nagas 
are the only reason behind what is ac-
tually happening now in the society. 
The ugly truth.

 These incautious mistakes of  
the Nagas may probably impinge 
gross disaster to the building of  uni-
ty among themselves in the days to 
come. Moreover, the trend of  jealousy 
and tribalism (an entrenched psyche) 
is also grossly providing invariably a 
better opportunity for the outsiders 
to empower their trade and business 
activity. So, what is notably besetting 
in the current trend of  losing out eco-
nomic outlays to the outsider and ille-
gal immigrants would have a serious 
impact than now. Lastly, the present 
issue going viral on social media and 
networking sites on the issue of  illegal 
immigrants and economic empower-
ment in the hands of  outsiders in the 
Naga society is a wake-up call to all 
the ‘sons of  the soil’ who all are en-
titled to guard the society. Otherwise, 
all will continue to live in a defective 
Naga society.

Dr. Paode A
Asst. Prof. Don Bosco College Maram

An Incautious Mistake of the ‘Sons of the Soil’

Przewalski’s Horse, Gobi Bear 
May Get Highest Protection

Centre Set to Take Naga Peace Talks Beyond NSCN (IM)
The Centre’s interlocutor, R. N. Ravi, is to reach Dimapur in 

Nagaland on October 23 to have the first detailed meeting with six 
Naga political groups to help reach an accord.
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Today’s ASTRO-PREDICTION

ARIES (MAR 21 - APR 19): Your writing and 
speaking abilities are operating at a high level 
today. If  you’ve been thinking about pursuing 
either of  these avenues, starting now gives you 

an advantage toward attaining success. Make a start and 
get your ideas down on paper, however rough they may 
be. The only downside is the stress that might result from 
the sudden stimulation.

TAURUS (APR 20 - MAY 20): Success in a 
creative field and possible public acknowledg-
ment could come your way. Close friends and 
romantic partners will be very happy for you and 

might even throw a little celebration of  some kind. Phone 
calls with congratulations may come from distant states or 
even foreign countries. This could be something you’ve been 
working toward for a long time, so relax and enjoy it.

GEMINI (MAY 21 - JUN 21): Good news about 
career success may have your home in an uproar. 
Visitors, particularly men and young people, 
could be in and out all day, and warm and lov-

ing calls could come periodically. You may want to do some 
work on your home, perhaps clean, decorate, or even minor 
repairs, but the interruptions may get in your way. Enjoy the 
company. You can always do what’s necessary tomorrow!

CANCER (JUN 22 - JUL 22): Celebrating 
coming milestones could have you running 
around paying visits, shopping, or consulting 
with others. You might have some interesting 

news to tell that others enjoy hearing. There might be 
some changes coming in your area. Perhaps new neigh-
bors or businesses are moving in, or a get-together is 
planned. This promises to be a busy but satisfying day.

LEO (JUL 23 - AUG 22): You’re swamped 
with paperwork regarding financial affairs. Bills 
need to be paid and checks deposited. There 
may also be a legal paper of some kind to deal 

with. Basically, everything looks great regarding money, so 
this is certainly welcome. Your circle of acquaintances may 
widen. Tonight you may receive an invitation to a social 
event that you choose not to attend.

VIRGO (AUG 23 - SEP 22): Have you been 
thinking about working toward a career as a 
writer or teacher? If  so, this is the day to start. 
Perhaps you need to sit down and start writing, 

or you want to take some courses to improve your skills. 
A number of  communications from out of  state or even 
distant lands could come your way from people with in-
formation that might change your life in some way.

LIBRA (SEP 23 - OCT 22): Being around 
others should be especially gratifying for you 
today. Most people should be friendly, and 
you’ll enjoy their company. The downside 

is that your psychic faculties are acute, so you might 
pick up some unsettling feelings from those you talk 
to. You’re likely to find that many smiles hide turmoil 
inside.

SCORPIO (OCT 23 - NOV 21): A group 
with which you’ve been involved could re-
ceive recognition for good work that you 
may have spearheaded. Or a friend could 

receive some sort of  public acknowledgment that re-
flects on you. Long-term goals may suddenly come 
together for you, winding up months of  hard work, 
bringing you well-earned success and recognition.

SAGITTARIUS (NOV 22 - DEC 21): The 
current aspects indicate success. This might 
relate to your romantic life or to a creative 
project that you’ve been working on for a 

long time. Whichever it is, it comes at just the perfect 
time when your enthusiasm and optimism are at a 
peak. You’ll be able to make the most of  the fortunate 
event that comes your way.

CAPRICORN (DEC 22 - JAN 19): Today 
might mark a milestone for you in the form 
of public recognition. Your clear, quick think-
ing and powers of  observation have impressed 

others, and you could reap the benefits of  your hard work. 
These events might encourage you to seek other methods 
of  advancing yourself, perhaps by taking a few courses or 
moving where there are more opportunities in your field.

AQUARIUS (JAN 20 - FEB 18): A letter or 
phone call concerning potential positive changes 
in your financial situation could have your mind 
buzzing over possibilities for the future. You might 

be a bit worried about being able to make the most of this 
break, but your practicality should enable you to face it objec-
tively and efficiently. There’s no need to worry. Give it some 
thought and make your decision when it all comes through.

PISCES (FEB 19 - MAR 20): Someone that 
you don’t really know well may corner you 
at a social occasion and try to talk you into 
something. Get all the facts before you com-

mit to anything. Your persuasive powers are high. If  you 
have a project to pitch to someone, this is the day to do 
it, or at least map out your strategy. Success is strongly 
indicated for any project you start today.

If contentment and a sense of control are 
partial measures of success, many of us 

are selling ourselves far too cheap

Christine Cole | The Conversation

Tom Chatfield| Aeon

The dominant position that China holds 
in global manufacturing means that 
for many years China has also been 
the largest global importer of  many 

types of  recyclable materials. Last year, Chinese 
manufacturers imported 7.3m metric tonnes of  
waste plastics from developed countries includ-
ing the UK, the EU, the US and Japan.

However, in July 2017, China announced 
big changes in the quality control placed on 
imported materials, notifying the World Trade 
Organisation that it will ban imports of  24 cat-
egories of  recyclables and solid waste by the end 
of  the year. This campaign against yang laji or 
“foreign garbage” applies to plastic, textiles and 
mixed paper and will result in China taking a 
lot less material as it replaces imported materi-
als with recycled material collected in its own 
domestic market, from its growing middle-class 
and Western-influenced consumers.

The impact of  this will be far-reaching. Chi-
na is the dominant market for recycled plastic. 
There are concerns that much of  the waste that 
China currently imports, especially the lower 
grade materials, will have nowhere else to go.

This applies equally to other countries in-
cluding the EU27, where 87% of the recycled 
plastic collected was exported directly, or indi-
rectly (via Hong Kong), to China. Japan and 
the US also rely on China to buy their recycled 
plastic. Last year, the US exported 1.42m tons 
of  scrap plastics, worth an estimated US$495m 
to China.
Plastic problems
So what will happen to the plastic these coun-
tries collect through household recycling sys-
tems once the Chinese refuse to accept it? What 
are the alternatives?

Plastics collected for recycling could go to 
energy recovery (incineration). They are, after 
all, a fossil-fuel based material and burn ex-
tremely well – so on a positive note, they could 
generate electricity and improve energy self-
sufficiency.

They could also go to landfill (not ideal) – 
imagine the press headlines. Alternatively, ma-
terials could be stored until new markets are 
found. This also brings problems, however – 
there have been hundreds of  fires at sites where 
recyclable materials are stored.
Time to change our relationship with plastic?

While it is a reliable material, taking many 

forms from cling film (surround wrap) to flexi-
ble packaging to rigid materials used in electron-
ic items, the problems caused by plastic, most 
notably litter and ocean plastics, are receiving 
increasing attention.

One way forward might be to limit its func-
tions. Many disposable items are made from 
plastic. Some of  them are disposable by neces-
sity for hygiene purposes – for instance, blood 
bags and other medical items – but many others 
are disposable for convenience.

Looking at the consumer side of  things, 
there are ways of  cutting back on plastic. Limit-
ing the use of  plastic bags through financial dis-
incentives is one initiative that has shown results 
and brought about changes in consumer behav-
iour. In France, some disposable plastic items 
are banned and in the Britain, leading pub chain 
Wetherspoons has banned disposable, one-use 
plastic drinking straws.

Deposit and return schemes for plastic bot-
tles (and drink cans) could also incentivise be-
haviour. Micro-beads, widely used in cosmetics 
as exfoliants, are now a target as the damage 
they do becomes increasingly apparent and the 
UK government has announced plans to ban 
their use in some products.

This follows similar actions announced by 

the US and Canada, with several EU nations, 
South Korea and New Zealand also planning to 
implement bans.

Many local authorities collect recycling that 
is jumbled together. But a major side effect of  
this type of  collection is that while it is conven-
ient for the householder, there are high con-
tamination levels which leads to reduced mate-
rial quality. This will mean it is either sold for 
lower prices into a limited market, will need to 
be reprocessed through sorting plants, or will be 
incinerated or put in landfill. But changes to re-
cycling collections and reprocessing to improve 
the quality of  materials could be expensive.

Alternatively, recycled plastic could be used 
to provide chemicals to the petrochemical sec-
tor, fuels to the transport and aviation sectors, 
food packaging and many other applications.

The problems we are now facing are caused 
by China’s global dominance in manufacturing 
and the way many countries have relied on one 
market to solve their waste and recycling prob-
lems. The current situation offers us an opportu-
nity to find new solutions to our waste problem, 
increase the proportion of  recycled plastic in our 
own manufactured products, improve the qual-
ity of  recovered materials and to use recycled 
material in new ways.

How many other things are 
you doing right now while 
you’re reading this piece? 
Are you also checking 

your email, glancing at your Twitter 
feed, and updating your Facebook 
page? What five years ago David Fos-
ter Wallace labelled ‘Total Noise’ — 
‘the seething static of  every particular 
thing and experience, and one’s total 
freedom of infinite choice about what 
to choose to attend to’ — is today just 
part of  the texture of  living on a plan-
et that will, by next year, boast one 
mobile phone for each of  its seven bil-
lion inhabitants. We are all amateur 
attention economists, hoarding and 
bartering our moments — or watch-
ing them slip away down the cracks 
of  a thousand YouTube clips.

If  you’re using a free online serv-
ice, the adage goes, you are the prod-
uct. It’s an arresting line, but one that 
deserves putting more precisely: it’s 
not you, but your behavioural data 
and the quantifiable facts of  your en-
gagement that are constantly blended 
for sale, with the aggregate of  every 
single interaction (yours included) be-
coming a mechanism for ever-more-
finely tuning the business of  attract-
ing and retaining users.

Consider the confessional slide 
show released in December 2012 by 
Upworthy, the ‘website for viral con-
tent’, which detailed the mechanics 
of  its online attention-seeking. To be 
truly viral, they note, content needs 
to make people want to click on it 
and share it with others who will also 
click and share. This means select-
ing stuff  with instant appeal — and 
then precisely calibrating the sum-
mary text, headline, excerpt, image 
and tweet that will spread it. This in 
turn means producing at least 25 dif-
ferent versions of  your material, test-
ing the best ones, and being prepared 
to constantly tweak every aspect of  
your site. To play the odds, you also 
need to publish content constantly, 
in quantity, to maximise the likeli-
hood of  a hit — while keeping one 
eye glued to Facebook. That’s how 
Upworthy got its most viral hit ever, 
under the headline ‘Bully Calls News 
Anchor Fat, News Anchor Destroys 
Him On Live TV’, with more than 
800,000 Facebook likes and 11 mil-
lion views on YouTube.

But even Upworthy’s efforts pale 
into insignificance compared with 
the algorithmic might of  sites such 
as Yahoo! — which, according to the 
American author and marketer Ryan 
Holiday, tests more than 45,000 com-
binations of  headlines and images 
every five minutes on its home page. 
Much as corporations incrementally 
improve the taste, texture and sheer 
enticement of  food and drink by 
measuring how hard it is to stop eat-
ing and drinking them, the actions of  

every individual online are fed back 
into measures where more inexora-
bly means better: more readers, more 
viewers, more exposure, more influ-
ence, more ads, more opportunities 
to unfurl the integrated apparatus of  
gathering and selling data.

Attention, thus conceived, is an 
inert and finite resource, like oil or 
gold: a tradable asset that the wise 
manipulator auctions off  to the high-
est bidder, or speculates upon to lu-
crative effect. There has even been 
talk of  the world reaching ‘peak at-
tention’, by analogy to peak oil pro-
duction, meaning the moment at 
which there is no more spare atten-
tion left to spend.

This is one way of  conceiving of  
our time. But it’s also a quantification 
that tramples across other, qualitative 
questions — a fact that the American 
author Michael H Goldhaber rec-
ognised some years ago, in a piece 
for Wired magazine called ‘Atten-
tion Shoppers!’ (1997). Attention, 
he argued, ‘comes in many forms: 
love, recognition, heeding, obedi-
ence, thoughtfulness, caring, prais-
ing, watching over, attending to one’s 
desires, aiding, advising, critical ap-
praisal, assistance in developing new 
skills, et cetera. An army sergeant or-
dering troops doesn’t want the kind 
of  attention Madonna seeks. And 
neither desires the sort I do as I write 
this.’

For all the sophistication of  a 
world in which most of  our waking 
hours are spent consuming or inter-
acting with media, we have scarcely 
advanced in our understanding of  
what attention means. What are we 
actually talking about when we base 
both business and mental models on 
a ‘resource’ that, to all intents and 
purposes, is fabricated from scratch 
every time a new way of  measuring 
it comes along?

In Latin, the verb attendere — 
from which our word ‘attention’ de-
rives — literally means to stretch to-
wards. A compound of  ad (‘towards’) 
and tendere (‘to stretch’), it invokes 
an archetypal image: one person 
bending towards another in order to 
attend to them, both physically and 
mentally.

Attending is closely connected to 
anticipation. Soldiers snap to atten-
tion to signify readiness and respect 
— and to embody it. Unable to read 
each others’ minds, we demand out-
ward shows of  mental engagement. 
Teachers shout ‘Pay attention!’ at 
slumped students whose thoughts 
have meandered, calling them back 
to the place they’re in. Time, pres-
ence and physical attentiveness are 
our most basic proxies for something 
ultimately unprovable: that we are 
understood.

The best teachers, one hopes, 

don’t shout at their students — be-
cause they are skilled at wooing as 
well as demanding the best efforts of  
others. For the ancient Greeks and 
Romans, this wooing was a sufficient-
ly fine art in itself  to be the central fo-
cus of  education. As the manual on 
classical rhetoric Rhetorica ad Heren-
nium put it 2,100 years ago: ‘We wish 
to have our hearer receptive, well-
disposed, and attentive (docilem, be-
nivolum, attentum).’ To be civilised 
was to speak persuasively about the 
things that mattered: law and custom, 
loyalty and justice.

This vision of  puppeteers effort-
lessly pulling everyone else’s strings 
— however much it might fulfil both 
geek fantasies and Luddite night-
mares — is distinctly dubious

Underpinning this was neither 
honour nor idealism, but pragma-
tism embodied in a five-part process. 
Come up with a compelling proposi-
tion, arrange its elements in elegant 
sequence, polish your style, commit 
the result to memory or media, then 
pitch your delivery for maximum 
impact. Short of  an ancient ‘share’ 
button, the similarities to Upworthy’s 
recipe for going viral are impressive. 
Cicero, to whom Rhetorica ad Heren-
nium is traditionally attributed, also 
counted flattery, bribery, favour-bar-
gaining and outright untruth among 
the tools of  his trade. What mattered 
was results.

However, when it comes to au-
tomated systems for garnering atten-
tion, there’s more at play than one 
person listening to another; and the 
processes of  measurement and per-
suasion have some uncannily totalis-
ing tendencies. As far as getting the 
world to pay attention to me online, 
either I play by the rules of  the sys-
tem — likes, links, comments, clicks, 
shares, retweets — or I become in-
eligible for any of  its glittering prizes. 
As the American writer and software 
engineer David Auerbach put it in 
n+1 magazine, in a piece pointedly 
titled ‘The Stupidity of  Computers’ 
(2012), what is on screen demands 
nothing so much as my complicity in 
its assumptions:

Because computers cannot come 
to us and meet us in our world, we 
must continue to adjust our world 
and bring ourselves to them. We will 
define and regiment our lives, includ-
ing our social lives and our percep-
tions of  our selves, in ways that are 
conducive to what a computer can 
‘understand’. Their dumbness will 
become ours.

In computing terms, to do things 
in a way the system does not ‘under-
stand’ is to do nothing at all. It is to 
be incomprehensible, absurd, like try-
ing to feed a banana instead of  paper 
into a printer. What counts is synony-
mous with what’s being counted.

All of  which seems to place im-
mense power, not to mention re-
sponsibility, into the hands of  the 

system architects: 
the coders, design-
ers, advertisers, 
professional media 
manipulators and 
social media gurus 
devoted to profit-
able clicking.

Yet this vision 
of  puppeteers ef-
fortlessly pulling 
everyone else’s 
strings — however 
much it might fulfil 
both geek fantasies 
and Luddite night-
mares — is distinct-
ly dubious. As the 
British economist 
Charles Goodhart 
argued in 1975 in 
an aphorism that 
has come to be 
known as Good-
hart’s law, ‘When 
a measure becomes 
a target, it ceases to be a good meas-
ure.’ There are few better summaries 
of  the central flaw in attention eco-
nomics. Attention-engineers are ef-
fectively distributing printing presses 
for a private currency — and with 
everyone else desperate to churn out 
as much as possible, by any means 
possible, what’s going on is more a 
chaotic scramble for advantage than 
a rational trade in resources.

No matter how cunning the al-
gorithms and filters, entire industries 
of  manufactured attention bloom 
and fade around every possibility of  
profit. As recent investigations have 
suggested, achievements in the field 
range from ‘click farms’ of  low-paid 
workers churning out ersatz engage-
ment to paid endorsements from so-
cial media celebrities, via bulk-pur-
chased followers and fake grassroots 
activists. Every target is continu-
ally being moved, refined and under-
mined. Nobody is in control.

And who is to say that they should 
be? Seeing data writ large, relations 
spelt out and chains of  consequence 
snaked brightly across the recorded 
realm, we confuse information with 
mastery. Yet this is at best a category 
error, and at worst a submission to 
wishful bullshit: a mix of  convenient 
propaganda and comforting self-
deception that hails new 
kinds of  agency, with-
out pausing to acknowl-
edge the speciousness of  
much of  what’s on offer.

In the preface to his 
essay collection Tre-
mendous Trifles (1909), the English 
author, ontologist and professional 
paradox-weaver G K Chesterton 
told the fable of  two boys who were 
each granted a wish. One chose to 
become a giant, and one to become 
extremely small. The giant, to his 
surprise, found himself  bored by the 
shrunken land beneath him. The tiny 

boy, however, set off  gladly to explore 
the endless world of  wonders his 
front garden had become. The moral, 
as Chesterton saw it, was one of  per-
spective:

If  anyone says that I am making 
mountains out of  molehills, I confess 
with pride that it is so. I can imagine 
no more successful and productive 
form of manufacture than that of  
making mountains out of  molehills… 
I have my doubts about all this real 
value in mountaineering, in getting to 
the top of  everything and overlook-
ing everything. Satan was the most 
celebrated of  Alpine guides, when he 
took Jesus to the top of  an exceeding 
high mountain and showed him all 
the kingdoms of  the earth. But the joy 
of  Satan in standing on a peak is not 
a joy in largeness, but a joy in behold-
ing smallness, in the fact that all men 
look like insects at his feet.

There’s a similarly reductive ex-
altation in defining attention as the 
contents of  a global reservoir, slop-
ping interchangeably between the 
brains of  every human being alive. 
Where is the space, here, for the idea 
of  attention as a mutual construction 
more akin to empathy than budgetary 
expenditure — or for those unregis-
tered moments in which we attend to 
ourselves, to the space around us, or 
to nothing at all?

From the loftiest perspective of  
all, information itself  is pulling the 
strings: free-ranging memes whose 
‘purposes’ are pure self-propagation, 
and whose frantic evolution outstrips 
all retrospective accounts. This is the 
mountaintop view of  Chesterton’s 
Satan, whispering in a browser’s ear: 
consider yourself  as interchangeable 

as the button you’re clicking, as auto-
mated as the systems in which you’re 
implicated. Seen from such a height, 
you signify nothing beyond your re-
corded actions.

Like all totalising visions, it’s at 
once powerful and — viewed suf-
ficiently closely — ragged with illu-
sions. Zoom in on individual expe-
rience, and something obscure from 
afar becomes obvious: in making our 
attentiveness a fungible asset, we’re 
not so much conjuring currency out 
of  thin air as chronically undervalu-
ing our time.

We watch a 30-second ad in 
exchange for a video; we solicit a 
friend’s endorsement; we freely 
pour sentence after sentence, hour 
after hour, into status updates and 
stock responses. None of  this de-
pletes our bank balances. Yet its cu-
mulative cost, while hard to quan-
tify, affects many of  those things 
we hope to put at the heart of  a 
happy life: rich relationships, re-
warding leisure, meaningful work, 
peace of  mind.

What kind of  attention do we 
deserve from those around us, or 
owe to them in return? What kind 
of  attention do we ourselves deserve, 
or need, if  we are to be ‘us’ in the 
fullest possible sense? These aren’t 
questions that even the most finely 

tuned popularity contest can 
resolve. Yet, if  contentment 
and a sense of  control are 
partial measures of  success, 
many of  us are selling our-
selves far too cheap.

Are you still paying at-
tention? I can look for signs, but 
in the end I can’t control what you 
think or do. And this must be the 
beginning of  any sensible discus-
sion. No matter who or what tells 
you otherwise, you have the perfect 
right to ignore me — and to decide 
for yourself  what waits in each wak-
ing moment.

China Bans Foreign Waste – But What Will Happen to the World’s Recycling?

The Attention Economy

‘I’ denotes the ego
Root cause of  evils

‘I’ carries tonnes of  egoism
Makes human  devils.

Anger, pride, jealousy, greed
Sturdy branches of  tree ‘I’
Which have roots in mind

It creates the feeling of  ‘my’.

‘I’ and ‘mine ‘play great 
mischief

Make one brute and ferocious
Fill animal instincts in one’s 

mind
Make the human avaricious.

Lesser the ‘I-ness’ in mind
More the comfort in life

Make a clean mind-mirror
Cutting ‘I-ness’ by knowledge 

knife

Prof  Mithilesh Kumar Sinha
Finance Officer

Nagaland University, Lumami

I-Ness

It costs nothing to click, 
respond and retweet. 
But what price do we 

pay in our relationships 
and our peace of mind?
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News iN Brief
It’s 2017, not 1817 — Rahul to 
Rajasthan CM
New Delhi, Oct. 22 (IANS): Congress Vice President 
Rahul Gandhi on Sunday slammed Rajasthan Chief  
Minister Vasundhara Raje over her government’s move 
to amend a law on probing public servants and steps to 
gag free speech, saying “it’s 2017, not 1817”. Madam 
Chief  Minister, with all humility we are in the 21st 
century, Gandhi tweeted along with a news story with 
the headline ‘Rajasthan ordinance is against free speech, 
say legal experts’. The state government has, through an 
ordinance, made amendments to the Criminal Procedure 
Code, 1973, and Indian Penal Code, 1980, to stop courts 
from ordering an investigation on both serving and 
former judges, magistrates and public servants in the state. 

Militants gun down woman in 
south Kashmir — police
Srinagar, Oct. 22 (PTI): Militants today gunned down a 
woman and critically injured another in south Kashmir’s 
Pulwama district, the police said. The deceased woman 
has been identified as Yasmeena, a resident of Khonmoh, 
and the injured as Ruby, a resident of Seer Tral, they said. 
A police cordon was put in place around the area to nab 
the culprits.

Two held for killing woman, 
cutting her body into pieces
Thane, Oct. 22 (PTI): Two labourers were arrested today 
for allegedly killing a 40-year-old woman, cutting her 
body into several pieces and dumping them at different 
locations, police said. The two, residents of Temghar in 
the powerloom town of  Bhiwandi, were identified as 
Jiyalal Abdul Razak Khan (38) and Suresh Rajgure (40). 
They have been charged with the murder of one Vanshi 
Waman Korad, originally from tribal-dominated taluka 
of Jawhar in the district, who also worked as a labourer 
and stayed in Temghar, inspector M J Bagga of Shanti 
Nagar police station under Bhiwandi division said. The 
victim was acquainted with the arrested accused, police 
said. 

Nine injured in clash over water in 
Muzaffarnagar
Muzaffarnagar, Oct. 22 (PTI): Eight women and a 
man were injured as two groups of  villagers clashed 
over collecting water from a tube well here, the police 
said today. The incident took place yesterday when the 
women had queued up to collect water from the public 
tube well in Prasoli village under Budhana police station, 
officials said.
A spat ensued when one of the women tried to jump 
the queue. A verbal confrontation turned violent and 
the women clashed with each other.  The injured were 
admitted to a local hospital.

Accidental gunfire claims boy’s life 
in Jammu
Jammu, Oct 22 (PTI) A seven-year-old boy was killed 
allegedly when a gun he was fiddling with accidentally 
went off in his house in Jammu and Kashmir’s Udhampur 
district, police said today. Vansh Gupta was fiddling with 
the licensed gun at his Chenani residence last evening, 
when a single shot from the weapon pierced his chest, 
causing death, a police official said. Investigations have 
been initiated, he added.

Four killed in road accidents in 
UP’s Muzaffarnagar
Muzaffarnagar, Oct. 22 (PTI): At least four people, 
including a five-year-old girl, died in separate accidents in 
Uttar Pradesh’s Muzaffarnagar district, police said today.
The incidents occurred yesterday when the victims were 
going to their relatives’ place on the occasion of Bhai 
Dooj. A 30-year-old man, Deepak, was killed and his 
five-year- old son injured near Titawi village, about 15 
km from Muzaffarnagar city. In another accident in the 
same village, a five-year-old girl was killed and her father 
seriously injured. In the third incident, a 50-year-old man 
and his nephew lost their lives on the Delhi-Haridwar 
highway near Barla village.

Woman run over by train in Punjab
Phagwara, Oct. 22 (PTI): A 40-year-old woman was 
killed after being run over by a train on Phagwara-
Nawanshahr rail section here, a Government Railway 
Police (GRP) official said today. The incident took place 
on the intervening night of  Friday and Saturday, the 
official said. Ratan Kaur, a resident of Pipa Rangi here, 
was crossing the rail track unmindful of the approaching 
train, he said. The body was handed over to the family 
after post-mortem at a local civil hospital here, he added.

Woman gang raped in Hajipur; one 
person arrested
Hajipur(Bihar), Oct. 22 (PTI): A woman was allegedly 
raped by an auto-rickshaw driver and another person near 
Kela Bazaar area of Hajipur town in Vaishali district, 
police said today. The auto-rickshaw driver was arrested 
by the police after the woman identified him, Hajipur 
GRP, Station House Officer (SHO), Imran Alam said 
adding that the case has been handed over to the women’s 
police station where an FIR has been lodged on the 
basis of the victim’s statement. The woman, a maid of a 
Patna High Court lawyer, was on her way to Patna from 
Hajipur in an auto-rickshaw whose driver and another 
person raped her at an isolated place near Kela bazar near 
Gandhi Setu under town police station of the district last 
night, the police officer said. 

60-yr old woman allegedly gang-
raped
Jaipur, Oct. 22 (PTI): A 60-year-old woman was 
allegedly gang-raped in the Jaitaran police station area 
in Rajasthan’s Pali district, police said today. The victim 
woman lodged a complaint yesterday that two men, 
Shrawan and Ashok, had raped her on October 11 when 
she was working in the fields.  We have registered a case 
against the accused Shrawan and Ashok and a probe is 
on, SHO Jaitaran, B L Chaudhary said. 

Pastor held for raping two women
Patna, Oct. 22 (PTI): Police today arrested a pastor from 
Dadar Mandi area here for allegedly raping two women 
on the pretext of exorcising them. Police said the pastor 
was arrested after the two women lodged complaint 
against him on October 8. The two women alleged that 
the accused used to rape and sexually exploit them on the 
pretext of driving out evil spirit from them. The statement 
of the two victims were recorded under Section 164 of  
CrPC before a judicial magistrate in this regard, police 
said. The pastor has been remanded to judicial custody 
for 14 days.

Government in state should 
be same as in Centre — Modi

Army finalising plan to 
modernise 2k military stations

BJP leader seeks debate on Tipu, 
wants history to be rewritten

HC orders framing of murder 
charges against rape accused

Himachal polls: Cong. names candidates including CM’s son

Myanmar must take back rohingyas in Bangladesh — india

Ahmedabad,  Oct.  22 
(IANS): Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi on Sunday 
tacitly warned people in his 
home state Gujarat about 
the possible pitfalls of pick-
ing a government of a party 
different from the one at the 
Centre.

Addressing a public 
meeting after inaugurating 
a slew of  projects, some 
of them of the level of Va-
dodara Municipal Corpo-
ration, Modi said that as 
Chief  Minister he suffered 
at the hands of the Congress-
led UPA government as it 
would sit over development 
proposals because of its “an-
ti-Gujarat, anti-development 
attitude”.

Mimick ing  for mer 
Prime Minister Manmohan 
Singh in a low soft tone, 
Modi said that every time he 
went to him with a request 
about laying sluice gates at 
the Narmada dam, he would 
say: “Abhi tak aapka ka am 
nahi hua” (Your work still 
not done). 

The Prime Minister re-
peated this twice to sound 
like Manmohan Singh.

Then, Modi went on to 
cite instances of the Morarji 
Desai government at the 

Centre and the Babubhai 
Jashbhai government in Gu-
jarat as well as that of Atal 
Bihari Vajpayee in Delhi and 
Keshubhai Patel in the state 
and his rule in Gujarat. 

The Prime Minister said 
progress had been achieved 
only when the government 
in the Centre was sympa-
thetic to the state’s interest 
and of the same party.

“If  Atalji’s government 
was not at Centre, Gujarat 

would have never emerged 
from the devastating earth-
quake (of  January 2001). 
The Centre stood strongly 
with the Keshubhai Patel 
government,” he claimed.

“Gujarat should not let 
go of a single opportunity to 
benefit from the government 
at the Centre which is sym-
pathetic to Gujarat.” 

The Prime Minister also 
hit out at the Congress stat-
ing that the only news during 

those times was that of large-
scale corruption. 

“One lakh crore rupees 
gone. Two lakh rupees gone. 
There was corruption in 
everything, coal, submarine 
or helicopter. Since I have 
come, now they keep asking 
is how much money has 
come.”

Listing out his govern-
ment’s priority programmes 
as providing electricity to 
every home by 2019 and 
house to ever family by 
2022, Modi criticized the 
opposition for lack of vision.

“To them, public welfare 
works are not the priority. 
They think it is their birth-
right to rule. They do not 
have capability to think or 
have vision,” Modi said. 

Again, he mimicked the 
late Rajiv Gandhi without 
naming him to claim that his 
own government would not 
procrastinate before launch-
ing development works. 

“Humey dekhna hain, 
hum dekhenge, humey soch-
na hain, hum sochenge... 
Nothing like this, we im-
plement in decided time-
frame,” Modi said, trying to 
sound like the assassinated 
former Prime Minister. 

New Delhi, Oct. 22 (PTI): The Army is finalising a plan to 
modernise around 2,000 military stations and develop them 
in line with the government’s smart city initiative.

Army officials said 58 military stations have already 
been identified as part of the pilot project to implement the 
ambitious initiative.

They said all cantonments will be part of the project.
“We are looking at developing the military stations as 

smart cities where all modern amenities will be made avail-
able. Developing state-of-the-art IT network will be a key 
feature,” said a senior Army official.

Top Army brass had deliberated extensively on the im-
plementation of the project during the recent commanders’ 
conference.

“We are planning to develop all military stations across 
the country in a time-bound manner,” said the official.

The initiative is part of the Army’s overall modernisation 
drive that envisages significantly ramping up infrastructure at 
all its military installations across the country.

Another official said the Army is also moving forward 
with the implementation of the reform measures recom-
mended by the Lt Gen (retd) D B Shekatkar committee 
which includes redeployment of nearly 57,000 officers and 
other ranks to enhance the combat capability of the force.

The panel had suggested optimisation of signals estab-
lishments, closure of military farms and army postal estab-
lishments in peace locations as well as restructuring of repair 
echelons in the Army. The officials said steps were being 
taken to implement the recommendations. 

The officials said the 65 reform measures recommended 
by the Shekatkar committee will be implemented by Decem-
ber 31, 2019.

Indore, Oct. 22 (PTI): De-
manding that India’s history 
should be rewritten, BJP 
general secretary Kailash 
Vijayvargiya today said there 
should be a debate on Tipu 
Sultan, the 18th-century 
ruler of Mysore.

“The history of  India 
has not been written prop-
erly. It needs to be rewritten. 
Tipu Sultan’s place in history 
should be reconsidered and 
there should be a debate on 
the issue,” he told reporters 
here.

The statement comes at 
a time when the Congress 
and the BJP in Karnataka 
are headed for a showdown 
over Tipu Jayanti (Tipu 
Sultan’s birth anniversary) 
celebrations on November 
10.

Union minister Anant-
kumar Hegde has conveyed 

to the Karnataka govern-
ment that he does not to 
want to be invited to the 
“shameful” event.

“Maharana Pratap and 
Akbar (both Indian kings) 
were contemporaries. But in 
history, Akbar is described 
as great, whereas Maha-
rana Pratap, who ate rotis 
made of grass and lived in 
the forest for the sake of  
the country and culture, is 
not referred to as great,” he 
added.

The BJP leader also al-
leged that great personalities 
had not got the places they 
deserved due to the syco-
phancy of the historians. 

Vijayvargiya also ex-
pressed confidence that the 
saffron party would win 
the upcoming Gujarat As-
sembly polls with a huge 
majority.

New Delhi, Oct. 22 (PTI): A 
man, who allegedly raped a 
woman and inserted wooden 
sticks into her private parts 
leading to her death, will also 
be tried for murder, the Delhi 
High Court has said, setting 
aside a trial court order.

Justice Vinod Goel said 
that the sessions judge com-
mitted a “grave error” which 
led to “failure of justice”, and 
set aside the lower court’s Au-
gust 29, 2016 order denying 
the prosecution’s request for 
framing of additional charge 
of murder against the accused 
under IPC Section 302, which 
entails a maximum punish-
ment of death.

The high court said, “A 
cursory look at the post-
mortem report shows that a 
case for murder under Sec-
tion 302 of the IPC is prima 

facie made out. Impugned 
order (of August 29, 2016 of  
the sessions judge) is per se 
whimsical, illegal and per-
verse and speaks of  non-ap-
plication of judicial approach 
and grave error has been com-
mitted by the ASJ by which 
the failure of  justice has in 
fact occasioned on account of  
non- framing of charge under 
Section 302 of the IPC.” 

“The additional sessions 
judge (ASJ) is directed to 
frame an additional charge 
under section 302 of the IPC 
and commence the trial in 
accordance with law. It is 
directed that the trial shall be 
continued on a day to day ba-
sis and the ASJ shall conclude 
the trial within three months 
of  receiving this order,” the 
high court said in its decision 
of October 17.

New Delhi/Shimla, Oct. 22 
(IANS): The Congress on Sunday 
announced the second and third lists 
of  candidates for the November 9 
assembly polls in Himachal Pradesh 
which include Chief  Minister Vir-
bhadra Singh’s son Vikramaditya. 
He will be contesting from Shimla 
Rural -- a seat his father is currently 
representing.

The third and final list, an-
nounced a few hours after the second 
list, had only two names -- Vikrama-
ditya Singh and Health Minister Kaul 
Singh’s daughter Champa Thakur 
who will be contesting from Mandi.

Earlier in the day, of  the eight 
candidates announced in the second 
list, Paras Ram’s name was included 
in place of  Bansi Lal for the Anni 
(SC) constituency.

The list included party leaders 
like Kewal Singh Pathania (Shah-
pur), Ashish Butail (Palampur), Hari 
Chand Sharma (Manali), Surender 
Singh Thakur (Kullu), Vivek Sharma 
(Kutlehar), Lakhwinder Rana (Nala-
garh) and Deepak Rathore (Theog).

The first list of  59 candidates was 
declared on October 18. The state has 
a 68-member assembly.

The last date of  filing nomina-
tions for the polls is October 23.

Champa Thakur had on Satur-
day filed nomination papers as an 
Independent candidate from the 
Mandi seat from where the opposi-
tion Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP) 
has pitted Congress rebel and former 
Cabinet Minister Anil Sharma who 
resigned as a minister just ahead of  
the polls.

“Only my name has been recom-
mended by the state party unit for this 
seat. I will definitely get the ticket,” 
a confident-sounding Champa told 
reporters in Mandi town after filing 
the papers.

She said she was filing her papers 
as an Independent. She would apply 
as a Congress candidate later after 
getting approval from the party high 
command. 

The Mandi seat is considered a 
strong Congress bastion and Sharma 
is a three-time legislator from this 

seat.
Champa’s father Kaul Singh 

is the Health and Family Welfare 
Minister in the Virbhadra Singh-led 
cabinet.

He himself  is recontesting from 
Darang in Mandi district.

Party leaders said the Congress 
was not keen to give tickets to rela-
tives of  the party candidates as it is 
against the party’s “one family, one 
ticket formula”.

For the Palampur seat, the party 
gave the nomination to sitting legisla-
tor B.B.L. Butail’s son Ashish Butail 
as he cited his old age as the reason 
for not recontesting the polls.

Gokul Butail, the nephew of  
B.B.L. Butail, one of the biggest tea 
planters in the state, was upset with 
the Congress’ second list as he was 
the frontrunner for the party ticket 
from Palampur. 

“I had returned to India from the 
US in 2014 to contribute to India. I 
was a frontrunner for Congress ticket 
but lost the fight after days of strug-
gle,” he wrote on his Facebook page.

Dhaka, Oct. 22 (IANS): India 
on Sunday said that Myanmar 
should take back the hundreds of  
thousands of Rohingyas who have 
fled to Bangladesh following a 
military crackdown in Myanmar’s 
Rakhine state.

Indian External Affairs Min-
ister Sushma Swaraj, who is vis-
iting Bangladesh, also discussed 
the refugee situation with Bang-
ladesh Prime Minister Sheikh 
Hasina.

“India is deeply concerned 
over the spate of  violence in Ra-
khine state of Myanmar,” Sushma 
Swaraj said at a joint address to 
the media along with her Bang-
ladeshi counterpart Abul Has-
san Mahmood Ali following the 
fourth India-Bangladesh Joint 
Consultative Committee (JCC) 
meeting here.

“We have urged the situation 
be handled with restraint, keep-
ing in mind the people’s welfare,” 
Sushma Swaraj said.

Without naming the Rohing-
yas, she said it was clear that “nor-
malcy will be restored only with the 
return of the displaced persons to 
Rakhine state”.

According to the latest figures 
issued by the UN office in Bang-
ladesh, over 600,000 refugees have 
entered the country since August 
25 after the Myanmarese Army’s 
crackdown on the minority Ro-
hingya community following a 
series of attacks on security person-
nel in Rakhine.

The Rohingyas do not have 
citizenship in Myanmar and are 
sparingly given refugee status in 
Bangladesh.

“In our view, the only long-
term solution to the situation in 
Rakhine is rapid socio-economic 
and infrastructure development 
that will have a positive impact on 
all the communities living in the 
state,” Sushma Swaraj said.

“India, for its part, has com-
mitted to provide financial and 
technical assistance for identified 
projects to be undertaken in Ra-
khine state in conjunction with 
the local authorities. We have also 
supported implementation of the 
recommendations contained in the 
Kofi Annan-led Special Advisory 
Commission report.”

The Commission, led by 
former UN Secretary General Kofi 
Annan, submitted the report with 
88 recommendations to deal with 
the sectarian violence and foster 
development in the region.

During Indian Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi’s first ever bilateral 
visit to Myanmar last month, India 
too offered to help in the economic 
development of Rakhine state.

Since the middle of last month, 
India has, through its ‘Operation 
Insaniyat’, supplied essential com-
modities like parboiled rice, dal, 
salt, sugar, cooking oil, tea, milk 
powder, mosquito nets and soap to 
the displaced Rohingyas in Cox’s 
Bazar district of Bangladesh.

There are around 40,000 Ro-

hingya refugees in India too, but 
New Delhi has made it clear it was 
not willing to accept them because 
of security concerns.

Following the JCC meeting, 
Sushma Swaraj called on Bangla-
desh Prime Minister Sheikh Hasi-
na and “discussed the situation 
arising out of influx of displaced 
persons from Rakhine state and 
need for an early and lasting solu-
tion”, External Affairs Ministry 
Spokesperson Raveesh Kumar 
tweeted.

The Indian External Affairs 
Minister also apprised Hasina of  
the productive discussions at the 
JCC and tangible progress made 
since the latter’s visit to India in 
April.

In her address to the media 
here, Sushma Swaraj mentioned 
that India has extended three lines 
of  credit to Bangladesh amount-
ing to $8 billion, the largest de-
velopmental assistance India has 
extended to any country.

“In addition, India has also 
been extending grants for small 
socio-economic projects in Bang-
ladesh,” the Indian Minister said.

“In three years alone, 24 such 
grant projects have been com-
pleted, including construction 
of  students’ hostels, tube wells, 
cultural centres and orphanages. 
Presently, 58 projects, including 
city development projects in Ra-
jshahi, Khulna and Sylhet, are 
under implementation. Tomor-

row (Monday), we will launch 
another 15 projects in the areas 
of education, health, culture and 
community development.”Sushma 
Swaraj also referred to the coopera-
tion between India and Bangladesh 
in the energy sector and said that 
India was now supplying 660 MW 
of  “much-needed power to the 
Bangladesh people and this figure 
will double, if  not triple, in the 
foreseeable future”.

“We will work together as 
founding members of the (India-
initiated) International Solar Al-
liance, for which Bangladesh has 
just confirmed its accession,” she 
said.

“This alliance is expected to 
make solar energy affordable by 
aggregating demand, promoting 
universal access to energy, and 
networking research and develop-
ment.

Pointing out that oil and gas 
was another sector that would 
yield immense benefits to both 
the countries, Sushma Swaraj 
said: “We have already agreed on 
the construction of  a petroleum 
products pipeline from Siliguri to 
Parbatipur to benefit people of  
north-western Bangladesh, as a 
grant-in-aid project.” 

Later in the evening, Sushma 
Swaraj also held a meeting with 
Bangladesh Nationalist Party 
Chairperson Khaleda Zia and “ex-
changed views on issues of mutual 
interest”, MEA Spokesperson Ku-
mar said in a separate tweet.

PTI

 Prime Minister Narendra Modi addressing a public meeting in Ghogha, Bhavnagar, Gujarat on Sunday. 

PTI

External Affairs Minister Sushma Swaraj addresses the media in Dhaka on Sunday.

Dahej (Gujarat), Oct. 22 (IANS): The 
Indian economy’s fundamentals are strong 
and the economy is headed in the right 
direction, Prime Minister Narendra Modi 
said on Sunday.

The Prime Minister said this at a public 
rally after dedicating a ferry service from 
Ghogha in Bhavnagar to Dahej in South 
Gujarat. 

“Despite strict initiatives, the country’s 
economy is on track and in the right direc-
tion,” Modi said. 

He said the foreign exchange reserves 
had shot up from $30,000 crore to $40,000 
crore. 

Modi said many economists too were 
saying that the fundamentals of the coun-
try’s economy were strong. He added that 
his government had taken several steps to 

boost the economy. 
Modi said the Goods and Services Tax 

(GST) had made transportation seamless, 
helping save thousands of  crore as now 
trucks need not stop at tax booths. 

“A truck that used to take five days 
now takes three. So much money is being 
saved in fuel cost and even money going to 
corrupt hands. Tell me, will all those who 
used to benefit from the old system not get 
angry with Modi or not?”

The Prime Minister again tried to pac-
ify the trade and business community, stat-
ing that his government was not interested 
in retrospective inspection or audit of their 
business.  “For the section that is coming 
into the mainstream with honesty, I want to 
assure them that no official would be given 
the right to harass them,” he added. 

‘Economy strong, in right direction’
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News IN BrIef
US billionaire launches campaign 
to impeach Trump
New York, Oct. 22 (IANS): US billionaire Tom 
Steyer of  California state kicked off  an online and 
TV advertising campaign against President Donald 
Trump on Friday, calling for people to write letters to 
Congress members for the president’s impeachment. In 
a one-minute-long video ad posted on Youtube, Steyer 
calmly listed the reasons why the president should be 
impeached, including “brought us to the brink of nuclear 
war, obstructed justice at the FBI, taken money from 
foreign governments and threatened to shut down news 
organisations that reported the truth,” Xinhua reported.

Tillerson in S. Arabia to discuss 
Gulf states’ rift with Qatar
Riyadh, Oct. 22 (IANS): United States Secretary of  
State Rex Tillerson arrived in Saudi Arabia on Saturday 
to discuss the Gulf countries’ rifts with Qatar, Al Arabiya 
reported. This is his second visit to the region in recent 
months as he seeks a breakthrough in a diplomatic crisis 
gripping the region. Saudi Arabia leads Bahrain, United 
Arab Emirates and Egypt in the decision to sever ties with 
Qatar in mid of this year over allegations of the terrorism 
support by the later. Qatar has denied such accusations. 
The US official toured the region in July and failed to 
convince those countries to set for a talk to end their 
disputes. Besides Qatar, Tillerson is expected to review 
regional issues in Yemen and counterterrorism efforts, 
according to a statement by the US State Department. 

Catalan parliament will respond to 
Spanish PM’s measures — President
Barcelona, Oct. 22 (IANS): The President of Spain’s 
Catalonia region said on Saturday he would convene a 
session of the regional Parliament to debate and decide a 
proper response to the measures announced earlier in the 
day by Spanish Prime Minister Mariano Rajoy. Carles 
Puigdemont made his remarks hours after Rajoy said he 
would invoke Article 155 of the Spanish Constitution, a 
provision that allows the central government to suspend 
that northeastern region’s autonomy and place it under 
the direct rule of Madrid starting next weekend, reports 
Efe. The Senate would need to approve the measures in 
a vote scheduled for Friday. 

Eight militants killed in Pakistan
Islamabad, Oct. 22 (IANS): At least eight militants were 
shot dead by security forces in Pakistan’s Karachi city. On 
Saturday night, troops from the Pakistan Rangers and the 
counter-terror police department surrounded a building 
in Karachi where the terrorists were hiding, leading to 
a shootout, reports Efe news. Rangers spokesperson 
Major Qambar Raza: “Five terrorists were killed and 
three were seriously injured. The injured terrorists died 
when they were taken to the hospital.”  Two police 
officers and a Ranger were injured in the operation. 
Weapons, ammunition and explosives were seized from 
the building.

China says negotiations helped 
end Doklam row
Beijing, Oct. 22 (IANS): A top Chinese Army official on 
Sunday said several negotiations with the Indian Army 
paved the way for the resolution of Doklam crisis on the 
India-China border. “This year, India military crossed the 
borderline into China’s territory. Of course, it has safely 
been resolved,” China’s People’s Liberation Army office 
Liu Fang said. “My colleagues in the military and other 
ministries worked very closely and also we also had many 
times negotiations with Indian side,” said Liu, the Staff  
Officer at the Office for International Military Cooperation 
of the PLA’s Central Military Commission (CMC).

Two Italian regions voting in non 
binding referendum on autonomy
Milan, Oct. 22 (IANS): Amidst the Catalan crisis 
in Spain, two other rich regions in southern Europe - 
Lombardy and Veneto of Italy - are voting on Sunday 
in a referendum for greater autonomy from the central 
government in Rome. Unlike the Catalan independence 
referendum, however, the twin referendums for 
autonomy in north Italy are permitted by the Italian 
constitution, and are described as being “consultative”, 
or non-binding, in nature.  The referendums have been 
called by the respective local governments both controlled 
by the far-right, regionalist Northern League party that 
is also anti-European Union. Through Sunday’s vote, 
Lombardy and Veneto seek semi-autonomy, with more 
control over regional finances and administration. In 
support of  their claim, the regions point to the extra 
50 billion euros in taxes that they remit to Rome each 
year, more than they get in return through government 
spending. 

AP/PTI

Japanese Prime Minister Shinzo Abe, leader of the Liberal Democratic Party, poses for photos as he marks on the name of one of those elected 
in the parliamentary lower house election at the party headquarters in Tokyo, Sunday, Oct. 22, 2017. Japanese media projected shortly after 
polls closed that Prime Minister Shinzo Abe’s ruling coalition would win a clear majority in national elections. 

AP/PTI

 Former President George W. Bush, center, speaks as fellow former Presidents from right, Barack Obama, 
Bill Clinton, George H.W. Bush and Jimmy Carter look on during a hurricanes relief concert in College Sta-
tion, Texas, Saturday, Oct. 21, 2017. 
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votes under N Korea threats 
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US cannot be called ‘civilized’ 
country , says Erdogan

Tokyo, Oct. 22 (PTI/AFP): 
Japanese Prime Minister 
Shinzo Abe swept to a re-
sounding victory in a snap 
election today and immedi-
ately vowed to “deal firmly” 
with threats from North 
Korea that dominated the 
campaign.

Abe’s conservative coa-
lition was on track to win 
311 seats in the 465-seat 
parliament, according to 
a projection from private 
broadcaster TBS, putting 
the nationalist premier on 
course to become Japan’s 
longest-serving leader.

The resounding election 
win is likely to stiffen Abe’s 
resolve to tackle North Ko-
rea’s nuclear threat, as the 
key US regional ally seeks 
to exert maximum pressure 
on Pyongyang after it fired 
two missiles over Japan in 
the space of a month.“As I 
promised in the election, my 
imminent task is to firmly 
deal with North Korea,” 
Abe said.“For that, strong 
diplomacy is required,” 
stressed Abe, 63.Abe was 
heading for a “landslide 
win”, the top-selling Yomiu-
ri daily said on its website, as 
the premier’s gamble to hold 
a snap election appeared to 
be paying off.

But it was unclear in the 
immediate aftermath of the 
vote whether his coalition 
would retain its two-thirds 
“supermajority,” requiring 
310 seats, as some media 
had it falling just short.A 
“supermajority” would al-
low Abe to propose chang-
es to pacifist Japan’s US-
imposed constitution that 
forces it to renounce war and 
effectively limits its military 
to a self- defence role.

Abe said he would 

Istanbul, Oct. 22 (IANS): 
Turkish President Recep 
Tayyip Erdogan on Saturday 
said he would not call the 
United States a “civilized 
country” after detention 
warrants were issued for his 
bodyguards over a brawl dur-
ing his visit in May.

“If  America issues de-
tention warrants for my 13 
bodyguards in a country 
where I went upon invita-
tion, sorry but I cannot 
call this country civilized,” 
Erdogan said at a forum in 
Istanbul, Xinhua reported.

More than 10 people 
were injured in a brawl 
with protesters in May out-
side the Turkish embassy in 
Washington that involved 
Erdogan’s bodyguards. In 
June, the US authorities is-
sued detention warrants for 
a total of  16 people includ-
ing the bodyguards over the 
incident, sparking repeated 
denunciations from the 
president and others.

Erdogan noted that two 
of  the bodyguards in ques-
tion were responsible for 
the protection of  his wife 
and were not even on the 
scene at the time.

The President had said 
that the protest was organ-
ised by members of  the out-
lawed Kurdistan Workers’ 
Party (PKK) and a network 
led by Turkish cleric Fetul-
lah Gulen, who is living 
in the US and accused by 
Ankara of  orchestrating a 
failed coup in Turkey last 
year.

Washington has re-
fused to extradite Gulen 
and continued arming Syr-
ian Kurdish militia seen by 
Ankara as terrorists, moves 
that have chilled relations 
between the two NATO al-
lies. Erdogan has been de-
nouncing the US and some 
European countries over 
their support for the PKK 
and the Gulen network in 
recent days.

“deepen” debate on the divisive issue 
in parliament but stressed: “I don’t plan 
to propose (changes) via the ruling bloc 
alone. We’ll make efforts to gain sup-
port from as many people as possible.” 

Millions of  Japanese braved tor-
rential rain and driving winds to 
vote as a typhoon bears down on the 
country, with many heeding warnings 
to cast their ballots early.“I support 
Abe’s stance not to give in to North 
Korea’s pressure,” said Yoshihisa 
Iemori as he cast his ballot in a rain-
swept Tokyo.

Abe’s Liberal Democratic Party 
(LDP) benefited from a weak and 
splintered opposition, with the two 
main parties facing him created only a 
matter of weeks ago.

Support for the Party of  Hope 
founded by popular Tokyo Governor 
Yuriko Koike fizzled after an initial 
blaze of publicity and it was on track 
to win around 50 seats, the TBS pro-
jection suggested.Speaking from Paris 
where she was attending an event in 
her capacity as leader of  the world’s 
biggest city, a sullen- faced Koike told 
public broadcaster NHK she feared a 
“very severe result”.

“As the person who launched the 
party, I will take responsibility.” The 

new centre-left Constitutional Demo-
cratic Party fared slightly better than 
expected but still trailed far behind Abe 
with 58 seats.“The LDP’s victory is 
simply because the opposition couldn’t 
form a united front,” political scientist 
Mikitaka Masuyama from the National 
Graduate Institute for Policy Studies, 
told AFP.

The short 12-day campaign was 
dominated by the economy and the glo-
bal crisis over North Korea, which has 
threatened to “sink” Japan into the sea 
and engaged in a war of words with US 
President Donald Trump.Hawkish Abe 
stuck to a hardline stance throughout, 
stressing that Japan “would not waver” 
in the face of an increasingly belligerent 
regime in Pyongyang.

But many voters said reviving 
the once-mighty Japanese economy 
was the top priority, with Abe’s trade-
mark “Abenomics” growth policy 
failing to trickle down to the general 
public.“Neither pensions nor wages 
are getting better... I don’t feel the 
economy is recovering at all,” said 
67-year-old pensioner Hideki Kawa-
saki.

Although voters turned out in 
their millions to back Abe, he enjoys 
only lukewarm support and surveys 

showed his decision to call a snap elec-
tion a year earlier than expected was 
unpopular.

“I totally oppose the current 
government. Morals collapsed. I’m 
afraid this country will be broken,” 
said 84- year-old voter Etsuko Naka-
jima.Koike briefly promised to shake 
up Japan’s sleepy political scene with 
her new party but she declined to run 
herself  for a seat, sparking confusion 
over who would be prime minister if  
she won.In the end the 65-year-old 
former TV presenter was not even in 
Japan on election day.

“I thought that I would vote for 
the Party of Hope if it’s strong enough 
to beat the Abe administration. But 
the party has been in confusion ... I’m 
quite disappointed,” said 80-year-old 
pensioner Kumiko Fujimori.

The campaign was marked by a 
near-constant drizzle in large parts 
of  the country and rallies frequently 
took place under shelter and a sea of  
umbrellas. But this did not dampen 
the enthusiasm of  hundreds of  
doughty, sash-wearing parliamen-
tary hopefuls, who have driven 
around in minibuses pleading for 
votes via loudspeaker and bowing 
deeply to every potential voter.

United Nations, Oct. 22 (IANS): The 
World Health Organisation (WHO) on 
Sunday announced that Zimbabwe Presi-
dent Robert Mugabe’s appointment as its 
Goodwill Ambassador has been cancelled.

After days of  scathing criticism from 
around the globe for naming Robert Mu-
gabe a Goodwill Ambassador for health, 
WHO Director General Tedros Adhanom 
Ghebreyesus said he had “reflected” on 
the appointment, The New York Times 
reported.“I have listened carefully to all who 
have expressed their concerns, and heard 
the different issues that they have raised,” he 
said. “I have also consulted with the govern-
ment of Zimbabwe and we have concluded 
that this decision is in the best interests of the 
World Health Organisation.”

On Wednesday, at a global conference 
in Uruguay on non-communicable diseases, 
Tedros, an Ethiopian and the first African 
to lead the United Nations’ health agency, 
said he was “honoured” to be joined by 
Mugabe, 93.

Tedros said Mugabe could use the role 
“to influence his peers in his region” when it 
came to fighting non-communicable diseases 
such as heart attacks, strokes and asthma 
in Africa. He also praised Zimbabwe as “a 
country that places universal health cover-
age and health promotion at the centre of  
its policies to provide health care to all”.The 
reaction was swift and unforgiving.

Prime Minister Justin Trudeau of Can-
ada joined a chorus of  world leaders, the 
US State Department, medical profession-

als and social media users who expressed 
outrage or puzzlement at the appointment. 
Trudeau told reporters he thought the choice 
of Mugabe was “a bad April Fool’s joke”, 
according to media reports.

Twenty eight health organisations, 
including the NCD Alliance which works 
with the WHO and other global groups to 
battle non-communicable diseases, released 
a statement expressing “shock” at the ap-
pointment.

Obert Gutu, a spokesman for Zimba-
bwe’s main opposition party, Movement 
for Democratic Change, said: “It is an 
insult.”He added: “Mugabe trashed our 
health delivery system. He and his family go 
outside of the country for treatment in Sin-
gapore after he allowed our public hospitals 
to collapse.”

Under Mugabe’s rule, critics say, the 
country’s health care system, like many of  
its public services, has suffered badly, with 
hospitals frequently lacking essential sup-
plies and nurses and doctors regularly left 
without pay.

Hillel Neuer, the executive director of  
UN Watch, a human rights group, had con-
demned the choice and called on Tedros to 
reconsider, writing on Twitter: “@DrTedros 
I urge you to cancel your appointment of  
Mugabe as WHO ‘good-will ambassador’ 
he ruined Zimbabwe’s health.”

In a tweet on Saturday, Tedros wrote: 
“I’m listening. I hear your concerns. Re-
thinking the approach in light of  WHO 
values.”

Washington, Oct. 22 (PTI): The 
Trump Administration is “consider-
ing” India’s request for armed drones 
for its air force, weeks after approving 
the sale of high-tech unarmed Guard-
ian drones to India.“Yes, yes,” a senior 
administration official told PTI when 
asked about India’s pending request 
about the purchase of  armed drones 
as part of its armed forces’ modernisa-
tion drive.

The armed drones, the Indian Air 
Force (IAF) believes, would help it 
strengthen its defence capabilities.

Early this year, the IAF had re-
quested the US Government for Gener-
al Atomics Predator C Avenger aircraft. 
It is understood that IAF would need 
80 to 100 units making it approximately 
a whopping USD 8 billion deal.

The Trump Administration’s 
consideration in this regard comes 
months after a successful meeting 
between Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi and President Donald Trump 
at the White House on June 26, 
during which the US announced to 
sell 22 unarmed Guardian drones to 
India, which would add the Indian 

Navy s surveillance capabilities in the 
strategic Indian Ocean region.

“We are at ways to, in terms of  
Foreign military sales, but really 
also in defence cooperation broadly 
how to strengthen our relationship 
and cooperation,” said the official, 
who spoke on condition of  ano-
nymity.

The official was responding to 
questions on defence relationship and 
India’s quest for high-tech defence 
equipments and technologies from the 
US as part of its long overdue armed 
forces’ modernisation drive running 
into several hundred billions of dollars 
over the next decade.Previous Obama 
Administration had designated India 
as major defence partner and the 
Trump Administration has acceler-
ated the process of considering Indian 
requests.

“The US Navy and the Indian 
Navy have been cooperating for many 
years on counter piracy efforts, on 
ensuring freedom of navigation in the 
Indian Ocean and the and Red Sea and 
the Persian Gulf,” the official said.

“I think that (defence) coopera-

tion is only going to increase based on 
the need for it to increase and the kind 
of  trust that we are building through 
personal relationships and through 
a fundamental understanding that 
our interests aligned so clearly,” the 
official said.

Last week, US Secretary of State 
Rex Tillerson had said that in keeping 
with India’s status as a major defense 
partner and their mutual interest in 
expanding maritime cooperation, the 
Trump administration has offered a 
menu of  defence options for India’s 
consideration, including the Guardian 
UAV.We value the role India can play 
in global security and stability and 
are prepared to ensure they have even 
greater capabilities,” Tillerson had said 
ahead of his visit to India. 

He did not mention about armed 
drones. He, however, said “the propos-
als the US has put forward, including 
for Guardian UAVs, aircraft carrier 
technologies, the Future Vertical Lift 
program, and F-18 and F-16 fighter 
aircraft, are all potential game chang-
ers for our commercial and defence 
cooperation.”

Washington, Oct. 22 (IANS): Five former 
US Presidents attended a benefit concert in 
Texas to raise money for hurricane relief ef-
forts, the media reported.

Former presidents Jimmy Carter, George 
H.W. Bush, Bill Clinton, George W. Bush 
and Barack Obamaappeared together on 
stage on Saturday night at the One America 
Appeal fundraiser held at Texas A&M Uni-
versity’s Reed Arena in College Station, 
reports The Hill magazine.

The group appeared on stage and held 
their hands over their hearts while the nation-
al anthem played.At the event, Obama said 
he “could not be prouder” of Americans for 
their response to help victims of the recent 
hurricanes that struck the US.

“All of  us on this stage here tonight 
could not be prouder of  the response of  
Americans... When they see their neighbours 
and they see their friends, they see strangers 
in need, Americans step up.“And as heart-
breaking as the tragedies that took place 
here in Texas and in Florida, in Puerto Rico 

and the US Virgin Islands have been, what 
we’ve also seen is the spirit of America at 
its best: When ordinary people step up and 
do extraordinary things.” Clinton echoed 
Obama’s statement telling the crowd that 
volunteering in the wake of crises dates back 
before America’s founding.“We’ve been 
volunteering since before our Constitution 
when Benjamin Franklin organised the first 
volunteer fire department in Philadelphia. 
Our neighbours, our friends, have got an 
enormous amount of ‘sweat equity’ from all 
these volunteers, and a lot of money.

“If we just do what we ought to do, and 
prove that the heart of  America, without 
regard to race or religion or political party is 
greater than our problems,” The Hill maga-
zine quoted Clinton as saying. The joint ef-
fort has raised $31 million for disaster relief, 
the campaign announced hours before the 
concert. President Donald Trump did not 
attend the event, but sent a video message to 
be played at the concert, thanking the former 
presidents for their efforts.

Moscow, Oct. 22 (IANS): 
Russia has said it is confi-
dent that Iran is fulfilling 
all its obligations under a 
multilateral agreement on its 
nuclear programme and will 
not take part in any talks on 
amending the deal.

Russian Deputy Foreign 
Minister Sergei Ryabkov 
made the remarks Saturday 
at an international nuclear 
weapons non-proliferation 
conference here, TASS news 
agency reported.Russia is 
not ready to participate in 
any talks on amending the 
Joint Comprehensive Plan 
of Action (JCPOA), Ryabk-
ov was quoted as saying.The 
deal is delicately balanced 
and any change could cause 
the collapse of  the whole 
agreement, he warned.

T h e  J C P OA  w a s 
reached between Iran, the 
five permanent members 
of  the United Nations Se-
curity Council -- Britain, 
China, France, Russia and 
the United States -- plus Ger-
many, in July 2015. Under 
the deal, Iran agreed to halt 
its nuclear weapon program 
in exchange for economic 
aid and lifting of  interna-
tional sanctions.However, 
on October 13, US President 
Donald Trump called for 
decertifying the agreement, 
alleging Iran had committed 
“multiple violations”.

Though the decerti-
fication would not mean 
Washington exiting the Iran 
nuclear deal at the moment, 
it would open a 60-day 
window in which the U.S. 
Congress could reimpose 
nuclear-related sanctions on 
Iran. International Atomic 
Energy Agency Director 
General Yukiya Amano 
said last week that Iran was 
implementing the JCPOA 
under a robust verification 
regime.

Lahore, Oct. 22 (PTI): Pa-
kistan’s former president 
Asif Ali Zardari has claimed 
that ousted prime minister 
Nawaz Sharif and his broth-
er Shahbaz Sharif  twice 
planned to assassinate him.

Zardari, 62, said that Na-
waz and Shahbaz plotted his 
murder when he was serving 
his eight-year-long sentence 
in corruption cases. He said 
the Sharif brothers planned 
to kill him when he was go-
ing to a court to attend his 
hearing.

“The Sharif  brothers 
- former prime minister Na-
waz Sharif and his younger 
brother Punjab Chief Min-
ister Shahbaz Sharif - twice 
planned my murder in cap-
tivity in 1990s,” Zardari 
said while speaking to party 
workers at Bilawal House 
Lahore yesterday.Zardari 
further said Nawaz has been 
trying to make a contact 
with him to seek his support 
but “I have refused”.

“I have not yet forgotten 
what they (Sharifs) have 
done to Benazir Bhutto (his 
wife) and me. We forgave 
them and signed Charter of  
Democracy, but still Mian 
sahib (Nawaz) betrayed me 
and went to court in memo-
gate in order to label me a 
traitor,” he said.

The memogate con-
troversy revolved around 

a memorandum seeking 
help of the Obama admin-
istration in the wake of the 
Osama bin Laden raid to 
avert a military takeover of  
the civilian government in 
Pakistan.

The memo is alleged to 
have been drafted by Paki-
stan’s then ambassador to 
the US Husain Haqqani at 
the behest of Zardari. Shar-
if  demanded an inquiry 
into the matter and also 
threatened to resign from 
the National Assembly if  
the Zardari government did 
not satisfactorily probe the 
matter.“The Sharif  broth-
ers cannot be trusted this 
time around and I will not 
shake hands with them,” 
he added.

“They change colour 
so quickly. When they are 
in trouble they are ready to 
cooperate with you.... when 
in absolute power they hit 
you smartly,” Zardari said.

Zardari made it clear to 
the party leaders to forget 
an alliance with the PML-
N after 2018 election.“We 
will be on strong footing 
after next year poll,” he 
added.

Zardari has been hitting 
out at Sharifs since disquali-
fication of Nawaz Sharif in 
the Panama Papers case on 
July 28 by a Supreme Court 
bench. 
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Rani Mukerji’s father dead at 84
Bollywood actress Rani Mukerji’s father Ram Mukherjee, a writer and filmmaker, died 
here early on Sunday. He was 84. His wife Krishna told IANS over phone: “He was 
admitted to the Breach Candy Hospital from October 13 and his treatment was going 
on. Unfortunately, his body was not responding to the treatment that well this time. Last 
night, his blood pressure suddenly dropped around 5 a.m.” In a voice full of emotion, she 
said: “He is no more, everything is finished.” Ram, one of the founders of Filmalaya Stu-
dios here, had directed films like “Hum Hindustani” and “Leader”. He had also directed 
and produced Rani’s debut film “Biyer Phool” in 1996. West Bengal Chief Minister 
Mamata Banerjee mourned his death. “Saddened at the passing of veteran filmmaker 
Ram Mukherjee. My condolences to his family,” tweeted Banerjee. (IANS)

Amitabh wraps ‘KBC 9’, 
hopes love continues

Cara Delevingne became a model 
to escape emotional issues

Homeless woman returns Cameron Diaz’s lost wallet

Birthday 
Greetings

Dave Mustaine has Lyme disease Pooja Bhatt to pen her 
battle with bottle in book

When friends spoiled Sachin’s first Chinese food experience

TickeT raTes
Silver Rs. 80
Gold Rs. 150

Platinum Rs. 320

HILL STAR 
Movie Schedule
Hill Star is thrilled to announce its valued HillStarCinema 
fans that the hall is now live at BookMyShowIN You can 

now BUY tickets online! 

11 am, 5 pm: Secret 
Super Star (Hindi)

2 pm, 8 pm: Golmal 
Again (hindi)

Dearest Hamphen, 
We are grateful each day 
for you are one of God’s 
awesome and greatest 
gift bestowed on us in 
our life.   

As you turn 1 year 
old today, it is our ardent 
prayer that the coming 
years bring you manifold 
blessings and happiness. 

Wishing you a Happy 
Birthday.

With Love, Mom, 
Dad, and family members 

Dearest Hamphen, 
You bring happiness to 
everyone around you. 
Indeed you are a blessing 
for all of us and I am so 
blessed to have you to be 
a part of my life. 

My warmest and 
sweetest wishes to my 
most adorable nephew. 

May our gracious 
Lord bless you abun-
dantly.

With love Aunty Ayung. 

B
ollywood 
megastar Am-
itabh Bachchan 
has finished 
shooting for 

reality game show “Kaun 
Banega Crorepati 9” and 
has thanked its team and 
audience for making it 
“another historic event in 
the history of the show”.

“KBC draws to an 
end,” Amitabh posted on 
his blog early on Sunday.

“Thank you all for 
making this another 
historic event in the history 
of the show. Seventeen 
years ago, it created his-
tory and you have made it 
happen again. That is no 
small task. The show is 
No. 1 in its rankings and 
has brought the channel 
Sony to No. 1 position,” he 
added.

The actor, 75, had 
made his small screen 
foray in the year 2000 with 
“Kaun Banega Crorepati”, 
a general knowledge-based 
game show based on the 
“Who Wants To Be A Mil-
lionaire?” format. It gave 
his dwindling career a new 
lease of life. The success 
story continues.

“This most compli-
cated game show would 

never be the same if it were 
not for the dedicated and 
most constructive team 
of almost 450 personnel, 
working tirelessly round 
the clock in the varied and 
various departments of the 
show.

“To them, my saluta-
tions. They make the 
appearance, the cheer, the 
suspense, the quizzing... 
all look so unimaginably 
great, gracious and gener-
ous, that even this very 
weak attempt at an allitera-
tion pales before it.

“Thank you dear KBC 
team for your patience and 
your efficiency, your detail-
ing and the intelligent out-
puts in its programming. 
The co-ordination and 

the execution of all that is 
required and at times not 
required...,” he added. 

He admits shooting 
for the show is a draining 
experience, but says there’s 
“something that invites 
you each morning as you 
get up to ready yourself for 
the gruel in the day of the 
contest”.

“The young of the 
country need to be ap-
plauded. For they have 
given the show immense 
vision and support. As they 
‘play along’, it has created 
a different kind of connect 
with the audience. That is 
remarkable. May your love 
continue and may your 
efforts never fade.”

IANS

T
he 25-year-old model-
turned-actress believes 
that her career as a model 
provided her with a way 
of avoiding her problems 

but acting has forced her to deal with 
them.

She told Australia’s Stellar 
magazine: “Modelling came at a time 
in my life where I wanted to please 
people.

“I was just doing things to run 
away from my own problems. I 
wasn’t dealing with things that were 
going on emotionally. That’s why I 
ended up being unhappy.

“Being an actor helped me 
reflect on my own emotions, be 
able to express them more, be in the 
moment.”

Meanwhile, Cara recently spoke 
out about disgraced movie producer 
Harvey Weinstein, revealing that she 
was left “powerless and scared” after 
a terrifying encounter.

In a lengthy post on Instagram, 
Cara wrote: “When I first started 
to work as an actress, i was work-
ing on a film and I received a 
call from Harvey Weinstein 
asking if I had slept with 
any of the women I was 
seen out with in the 
media. It was a very 
odd and uncom-
fortable call....i 
answered none 
of his questions 
and hurried off  
the phone but 
before I hung 
up, he said to 
me that If I 
was gay or 
decided to be 
with a woman 

especially in public that I’d never get 
the role of a straight woman or make 
it as an actress in Hollywood.

“A year or two later, I went to a 
meeting with him in the lobby of a 
hotel with a director about an upcom-
ing film. The director left the meeting 
and Harvey 

asked me 
to stay 

and c-

-hat with him. As soon as we were 
alone he began to brag about all the 
actresses he had slept with and how 
he had made their careers and spoke 
about other inappropriate things 
of a sexual nature. He then invited 
me to his room. I quickly declined 
and asked his assistant if my car 
was outside. She said it wasn’t and 
wouldn’t be for a bit and I should go 
to his room. At that moment I felt 
very powerless and scared but didn’t 
want to act that way hoping that I 
was wrong about the situation.

“When I arrived I was relieved to 
find another woman in his room and 
thought immediately I was safe. He 
asked us to kiss and she began some 
sort of advances upon his direction. 
I swiftly got up and asked him if  

he knew that I could sing. And I 
began to sing....i thought it would 
make the situation better....more 
professional....like an audition....i 
was so nervous. After singing I 
said again that I had to leave. He 
walked me to the door and stood 
in front of it and tried to kiss me 
on the lips. I stopped him and 

managed to get out of the room. 
“I still got the part for the film 

and always thought that he gave 
it to me because of what hap-
pened. Since then I felt awful 
that I did the movie. I felt like 
I didn’t deserve the part. I was 
so hesitant about speaking 
out....I didn’t want to hurt 
his family. I felt guilty as if I 
did something wrong. I was 
also terrified that this sort 
of thing had happened to so 
many women I know but 
no one had said anything 
because of fear. (sic)”

Femalefirst.co.uk

A 
homeless woman 
here made sure 
actress Cameron 
Diaz gets her lost 
wallet.

Diaz had reportedly 
dropped her wallet on the street 
while making her way out of  
Matsuhisa, a fancy restaurant 
here on Thursday. It had cash, 
credit cards and her identifica-
tion proofs, reports tmz.com.

The homeless lady, who saw 
the wallet on the ground, made 

the connection that its owner 
must have dined at Matsuhisa. 
So, she walked inside with the 
wallet in hand, in search of  
Diaz -- only to be shooed away, 
according to a source from the 
police department.

The source added that 
someone who works at the 
restaurant told the homeless 
woman that Diaz had already 
left, yet she stayed 
close by till the police 
arrived.

She did not pocket the loot 
and run. 

“Someone called police 
and told them some homeless 
woman had Cameron Diaz’s 
wallet. Police arrived in short 
order, found the woman, and 
she was more than happy to 
turn the wallet over totally 
intact,” the source said.

IANS

D
ave Mustaine, 
the frontman of  
Megadeth, has 
come down 
with Lyme 

disease. He recently re-
vealed the news on Twitter, 
but added that he’s doing 
better.

Mustaine was asked 
whether or not it was easy 
to make the transition 
between home life and 
road life. “I needed to come 
home,” he wrote. “I have a 
tick bite from the farm that 
made me really sick for the 
last few months and I am 
really tired.’

Another fan said that 
he should make sure he didn’t 
have Lyme disease, to which 
Mustaine replied, “That’s what 
it is.” However, he also told 
somebody else who expressed 

concern, “I’m OK. Don’t 
worry.”

According to the Centers 

for Disease Control, Lyme dis-
ease is transmitted to humans 
through bites from blacklegged 
ticks who have been infected 
with it. Symptoms include 

fever, headaches, fatigue and a 
rash. Treatment typically con-
sists of taking antibiotics for 

a few weeks, although some 
ticks can also transmit other 
diseases.

Megadeth have been on 
the road supporting their 
2016 album Dystopia, which 
earned them their first-ever 
Grammy Award, in the Best 
Metal Performance category, 
even though it caused a bit of  
embarrassment when Metal-
lica’s “Master of Puppets” 
played as the band took to the 
stage. Earlier this week, they 
wrapped up a month’s worth 
of arena dates with Scorpions. 
They’re set to go back out on 

tour, with shows in Chile, Brazil 
and Argentina scheduled be-
tween Oct. 29 and Nov. 4. You 
can get details on their website.

Ultimateclassicrock

A
ctress-filmmaker Pooja Bhatt 
will co-author a book about 
her battle with alcohol. It will 
come out early next year.

“I would like to emphasise 
that it is not an autobiography. At 45, I am 
too young to write my memoirs. As they 
say in filmi terms, ‘Picture abhi baaki hai, 
dost’. But I can help others like me deal 
with their problem by talking about my 
journey,” Pooja said in a statement.

It has been 10 months since she has left 
liquor.

“It hasn’t been easy but it hasn’t been 
too difficult either. A series of chapters 
in a book called life. It wasn’t planned, 
but we have announced the book on Bhai 
Dooj, when traditionally Indians have 
just ushered in a new year. As the Diwali 
lights continue to sparkle around us, please 
support me on this journey the way you 
always have through all my films,” added 
the daughter of veteran filmmaker Mahesh 
Bhatt.

It was in March this year that Pooja 
spoke to journalist Roshmila Bhattacharya 
on her battle with the bottle saying, “If  I 
didn’t quit now, I’d have drank myself  to 
the grave.”

IANS

C
ricket great Sachin 
Tendulkar is a foodie 
but his first experience 
with Chinese cuisine 
ended in disappoint-

ment and he had to return home 
thirsty and hungry.

Tendulkar was a great lover of  
his mother’s cooking and it was not 
till he was nine-years-old that he 
first tried Chinese food.

In the early 1980s, Chinese 
cuisine was becoming popular 
in Mumbai and having heard so 
much about it, his colony friends 
made a plan to go out for a meal 
together.

“We each contributed 10 ru-
pees which was a lot of money for 
me at that time and I was excited 
about trying something new,” says 
Tendulkar.

That evening, however, turned 
out to be disappointing as he paid 
the price for being one of the 
youngest in the group.

“In the restaurant we ordered 
chicken and sweet corn soup as a 
starter. We were sitting at a long 

table and by the time the soup 
travelled to me at the far end, there 
was hardly any left. The older 
members of the group had finished 
off most of it, leaving very little for 
us younger ones,” he says.

But this was not the end.
“The same thing happened 

with the fried rice and chowmein 
and I barely managed to get two 
spoonfuls of each. The older boys 
had a great evening at our expense, 
but I returned home hungry and 
thirsty,” Tendulkar recalls the inci-
dent in a new book.

Hachette India has brought out 
“Chase Your Dreams”, an adapta-
tion of Tendulkar’s autobiography 
“Playing It My Way”, exclusively 
targeted at children and young 
adults.

“Chase Your 
Dreams” is billed as 
the first children’s 
version of an 
autobiography 
by an Indian 
sportsperson.

It tells the 

inspiring story of India’s greatest 
cricketer through simple prose, call-
outs, inspirational notes and comic 
visuals. The illustrations enable 
children to experience some of the 
defining moments in Tendulkar’s 
illustrious career, the 
publisher says.

Tendulkar, who 
was born to a very 
close-knit Mahar-
ashtrian fam-
ily in Mumbai’s 
Bandra East 
and lived in the 
Sahitya Sahawas 
colony, consid-
ers his mother 
the best cook 
who would do 
anything to see 
a smile 

on his face.
“She used to make the most 

delicious fish and prawn curry, 
baigan bharta and varan bhaat for 
me, and I owe my appetite and love 
of food to her,” he writes.

Tendulkar tells many things 
about his childhood his 

keenness on tennis so 
much so that he even 
went around with a 
John McEnroe-like 
curly mop and hair 
band, his love for 
music, how he got his 
first bicycle, and even-
tually his extraordi-

nary cricketing journey. 
“My father set me 

free at the age of 11 
when he told me ‘Chase 

your dreams, but make 
sure you don’t find 

shortcuts to them’,” 
he says.

PTI



SCIENCE AND TECH
EastErn Mirror  |  Dimapur, Monday, October 23, 2017

11

This technology may 
speed up home Internet

Smartphones in class affect 
student’s ability to concentrate

Now, a mobile phone-mounted 
device for quick malaria detection

Whales, dolphins have rich 
‘human-like’ cultures  —Study

Google now lets you take 
a virtual walk on Mars

7 moons work together to keep 
Saturn’s largest ring in place

Warmer oceans set to hit global 
marine diversity — Scientists

Google offers $1000 to 
find bugs in Android apps

WhatsApp confirms group voice calls in latest update

N e w  Yo r k ,  O c t .  2 2 
(IANS): A new technol-
ogy promises to speed up 
slow Internet at home, say 
researchers, adding that the 
new hardware can enable 
speed up to 10,000 mega-
bits-per-second (Mbps) 
or 10 gigabits-per-second 
(Gbps).

For a super-fast yet low-
cost broadband connection 
at home in Britain, the 
new receiver technology 
can enable dedicated data 
rates at more than 10,000 
Mbps from the current 36 
Mbps, noted researchers 
from the University Col-
lege London.

“Although 300 Mb/s 
may be available to some, 
average UK speeds are cur-
rently 36 Mb/s. By 2025, 
average speeds over 100 
times faster will be required 
to meet increased demands 
for bandwidth-hungry ap-
plications such as ultra-
high definit ion video, 
online gaming and the In-

ternet of  Things (IoT),” 
explained lead researcher 
Sezer Erkilinc.

“The future growth in 
the number of  mobile de-
vices, coupled with the 
promise of  5G to enable 
new services via smart de-
vices, means we are likely 
to experience bandwidth 
restrictions; our new opti-
cal receiver technology will 
help combat this problem,” 
he added in a paper pub-
lished in the journal Nature 
Communications.

The receiver is used in 
optical access networks 
- the links connecting In-
ternet subscribers to their 
service providers.

The new receiver re-
tains many of  the advan-
tages of  coherent receivers 
but is simpler, cheaper and 
smaller - requiring just a 
quarter of  the detectors 
used in conventional re-
ceivers.

Simpli f icat ion was 
achieved by adopting a 

coding technique to fibre 
access networks that was 
originally designed to pre-
vent signal fading in wire-
less communications.

This approach has the 
additional cost-saving ben-
efit of  using the same opti-
cal fibre for both upstream 
and downstream data.

“This simple receiver 
offers users a dedicated 
wavelength, so user speeds 
stay constant no matter 
how many users are online 
at once.

It can co-exist with the 
current network infrastruc-
ture,” said Erkilinc.

The receiver was tested 
on a dark fibre network in-
stalled between Telehouse 
(east London), UCL (cen-
tral London) and Power-
gate (west London).

The team successfully 
sent data over 37.6 km and 
108 km to eight users who 
were able to download or 
upload at a speed of  at least 
10 Gbps.

Johannesburg, Oct. 22 
(IANS): Allowing smart-
phones in class may af-
fect the students’ ability 
to concentrate, eventually 
hampering their academic 
performance, warns a new 
research.

Instead of  using their 
phones to follow the lec-
tures, students use them to 
communicate with friends, 
watch YouTube videos or 
just browse around the web 
to follow their interests, said 
the study published in the 
journal Computers in Hu-
man Behavior.

“While ever-smarter 
digital devices have made 
many aspects of  our lives 
easier and more efficient, a 
growing body of  evidence 
suggests that, by continu-
ously distracting us, they 
are harming our ability to 
concentrate,” said Daniel 
le Roux from Stellenbosch 
University in South Africa.

The researchers pointed 
out that university lecturers 
are encouraged to develop 
blended learning initiatives 
and bring tech -- videos, 
podcasts, Facebook pages, 

San Francisco, Oct. 22 
(IANS): Giving its over 
one billion users more pow-
er to connect, WhatsApp 
has confirmed group voice 
calls in its latest beta ver-
sion of  Android.

According to WaBe-
taInfo, a popular website 
that tests new WhatsApp 
features early, the 2.17.70 
beta WhatsApp update has 
confirmed group calls.

“The 2.17.70 iOS up-
date has very hidden refer-
ences to group calls! Before 
it was an internal news, 
now it’s all confirmed.

“There are a lot of  
hidden references about 
group voice calls, but there 
is only one reference about 
group video calls. So group 
video calls are partially 
confirmed at the moment,” 
WaBetaInfo tweeted on 
Sunday.

It was earlier reported 
that the Facebook-owned 

messaging app was work-
ing on a group voice calls 
and could release the fea-
ture next year.

Facebook already has 
a similar feature on Mes-
senger.

“WhatsApp 2.17.70 
sends a request to the 
server to ask if  the 
user you are calling 
is in another group 
call!” WaBetaInfo 
tweeted.

“ N o t e  t h a t 
these references 
we found are very 
strong (but they 
aren’t visible for you 
at present) and they 
have allowed us to 
understand what 
WhatsApp is go-
ing to add in the 
application, as we did for 
WhatsApp for iPad,” it 
added.

The newest beta version 
of  WhatsApp for Android 

has several updates, includ-
ing a smaller app size and 
a feature that would no-
tify your friends when you 

change 

y o u r 
number.

According to technolo-
gy website Teknepolis, one 
major update is that when 
you change your phone 

number in WhatsApp, your 
contacts would receive no-
tification of  the update.

The feature would work 
every time you change your 
phone number.

WhatsApp has also an-
nounced advanced features 

for improved group man-
agement, including a 
tool that will prevent 
the group creator to 
be deleted from the 
group by other ad-
ministrators.

The administra-
tors on WhatsApp 

groups will also be 
able to choose if  other 

participants can modify 
the subject of  the group, 
its icon and its description.

Reports said recently 
that WhatsApp’s much an-
ticipated “unsend” feature 
will be soon rolled out to all 
users. According to WABe-
taInfo, the messaging app is 
finally testing the “Delete 

for Everyone” feature.
“The server f inally 

works and it successfully 
recalls the message. It will 
be remotely enabled later 
and seen that WhatsApp 
‘enabled’ their servers for 
the Delete for Everyone 
feature, it may really be 
enabled soon,” said WABe-
taInfo in a tweet recently.

With this feature, the 
users will be able to recall 
or unsend texts, images, 
videos, GIFs, documents, 
quoted messages and even 
status replies within a five-
minute window.

WhatsApp will also 
facilitate instant money 
transfer via the Unified 
Payments Interface (UPI) 
transaction system soon.

With over 1.2 billion 
monthly act ive users, 
WhatsApp is available in 
more than 50 different lan-
guages around the world 
and in 10 Indian languages.    

Kolkata, Oct. 22 (IANS): 
A mobile phone mounted 
with a super-cheap paper 
microscope can detect pres-
ence of  malarial parasites 
in the blood in 10 seconds, 
says an Indian researchers’ 
team, which has developed 
a system that archives data 
and maps real-time distri-
bution of  the disease in a 
particular locality.

Dubbed “Centaur”, the 
framework for detection, 
monitoring and mitigation 
of  the deadly disease has 
been created by Nilanjan 
Daw, Debapriya Paul and 
Nilanjana Dutta Roy from 
Institute of Engineering and 
Management, in collabora-
tion with Arindam Biswas 
of IIEST, Shibpur. It aims to 
eradicate human error, en-
hance diagnosis in remote 
areas and enable treatment 
as fast as possible.

“The set-up uses a pa-
per microscope, Foldscope, 
with the help of  a mobile 
camera. When you adjust 
the camera a little, it clicks 
a magnified image (enabled 

by the microscope) of  the 
blood sample. That image is 
stored by the camera.

“Through internet con-
nection and via an app, 
the image is transmitted 
to a server hosted by our 
institute. Then an algorithm 
developed by our team will 
process the image and will 
be able to find out whether 
malarial parasites are there 
or not,” Biswas told a media 
meet here.

Foldscope is popularly 
known as the “$1 Micro-
scope” developed by Manu 
Prakash and his team at 
Stanford University. It is 
pocket-size and can be 
folded into a microscope 
origami-style.

“The computation and 
detection takes 10 to 12 sec-
onds,” Biswas added.

The diagnosis is relayed 
back to the remote client 
and the case details are ar-
chived for future reference.

“A doctor registered in 
our database can access the 
data,” Biswas said.

Since it links GPS data 

with the test case, the sys-
tem provides real-time data 
pertaining to malaria out-
breaks.

“The system generates 
a real-time disease heat 
map which gets updated 
to reflect each case tested 
by the system, giving an 
always-up-to-date view of  
the malaria breakout sce-
nario of an area, providing 
health care workers with the 
much-needed early warning 
before an imminent epi-
demic,” Daw said.

The detection kit, in-
cluding the Foldscope, has 
a manufacturing cost of  
Rs 80.

“It costs only Rs 10 per 
test against a drop of blood 
through a pin-prick. We are 
planning to have a small 
camera-based, internet and 
GPS-enabled device for 
remote areas where peo-
ple may not have mobile 
phones. It has an accuracy 
of  90 per cent. The algo-
rithm can also be developed 
for other diseases, including 
dengue,” Biswas added.

etc. -- into the classroom 
more and more to offer 
students the enhanced ex-
periences enabled by digital 
media.

However, an important 
effect of  these initiatives 
has been to establish me-
dia use during university 

lectures as the norm, they 
warned. Studies across the 
world show that students 
constantly use their phones 
when they are in class.

“But here’s the kicker: 
if  you think they are fol-
lowing the lecture slides or 
engaging in debates about 

the topic you are mistaken,” 
Le Roux, who conducted 
the research with Douglas 
Parry of Stellenbosch Uni-
versity, noted.

“In fact, this is hardly 
ever the case. When stu-
dents use their phones dur-
ing lectures they do it to 

Washington, Oct. 22 
(IANS): If  you are 
curious about the un-
known terrains of the 
Red Planet, here is 
your chance to take a 
walk on Mars for free 
all the while staying 
in your living room, 
thanks to Google’s 
immersive experience initiative Access 
Mars.

Google collaborated with NASA to 
produce Access Mars that lets users wander 
the actual dunes and valleys explored by 
NASA’s Curiosity rover. 

“The experience is built using WebVR, 
a technology that lets you see virtual real-
ity right in your browser, without installing 
any apps.

You can try it on a virtual reality 
headset, phone, or laptop,” Ryan Burke, 
Interactive Producer at Google’s Creative 
Lab wrote in a blog post late on Thursday.

The experience was adapted from 
NASA Jet Propulsion Laboratory’s On-
Sight software, which assists scientists in 
planning rover drives and even holding 
meetings on Mars.

Imagery from NASA’s Curiosity rover 
provided the terrain.

“We’ve been able to leverage VR and 
AR technologies to take our scientists to 

Mars every single day,” said Victor Luo, 
lead project manager at JPL’s Ops Lab, 
which led the collaboration. 

“With Access Mars, everyone in the 
world can ride along,” Luo said.

Since being rolled out to JPL’s scientists 
in 2015, OnSight has made studying Mar-
tian geology as intuitive as turning your 
head and walking around.

Access Mars lets anyone with an inter-
net connection take a guided tour of what 
those scientists experience. 

A simple walkthrough explains what 
the Curiosity rover does and details its dra-
matic landing in 2012. 

Google said that JPL will continuously 
update the data so that users see where 
Curiosity has just been in the past few days 
or weeks. 

“All along the way, JPL scientist Katie 
Stack Morgan will be your guide, explain-
ing key points about the rover, the mission, 
and some of  the early findings,” Burke 
added.

San Francisco, Oct. 22 
( I A N S ) :  G o o g l e  h a s 
launched a new bug bounty 
programme for security 
experts where the company 
will pay $1,000 for finding 
security flaws in Android 
apps and then reporting it 
to Google researchers.

“The Google Play Se-
curity Reward Programme 
recognises the contributions 
of security researchers who 
invest their time and effort 
in helping us make apps on 
Google Play more secure,” 
the tech giant said on its 
website late on Thursday. 

All Google’s apps are 
included and developers of  
popular Android apps are 
invited to opt-in to the pro-
gramme being run in part-
nership with HackerOne.

“Through the pro-

gramme, we will further 
improve app security which 
will benefit developers, An-
droid users and the entire 
Google Play ecosystem,” 
the company said.

For now, the scope is 
limited to RCE (remote-
code-execution) vulner-
abilities and corresponding 
POCs (Proof  of  concepts) 
that work on Android 4.4 
devices and higher. 

“This translates to any 
RCE vulnerability that al-
lows an attacker to run 
code of  their choosing on 
a user’s device without user 
knowledge or permission,” 
Google said.

This is how it works.
Researcher identifies 

vulnerability within an in-
scope app and reports it di-
rectly to the app’s developer 

via their current vulnerabil-
ity disclosure or bug bounty 
process. 

App developer then 
works with the researcher 
to resolve the vulnerability.

Once the vulnerability 
has been resolved, the re-
searcher requests a bonus 
bounty from the Google 
Play Security.

“The programme will 
evaluate each submission 
based on the vulnerability 
criteria. A reward of $1,000 
will be rewarded for issues 
that meet this criteria,” 
Google said.

“We are unable to is-
sue rewards to individuals 
who are on US sanctions 
lists or who are in countries 
(Crimea, Cuba, Iran, North 
Korea, Sudan and Syria),” 
it added.

N e w  Yo r k ,  O c t .  2 2 
(IANS): After poring over 
NASA’s Cassini mission 
data, astronomers have 
determined that it takes the 
teamwork of  seven moons 
to keep Saturn’s A ring - the 
largest and farthest of  the 
visible rings - contained.

Without forces to hold 
the A ring in check, the ring 
would keep spreading out 
and ultimately disappear.

For three decades, as-
tronomers thought that 
only Saturn’s moon Janus 
confined the planet’s A 
ring.

“Cassini provided de-
tail on the mass of  Saturn’s 
moons and the physical 
characteristics of  the rings. 
So mathematically speak-
ing, we concluded that the 
moon Janus alone can-
not keep the rings from 
spreading out,” said lead 

author of  the new research 
Radwan Tajeddine from 
Cornell University in New 
York. 

The scientists discov-
ered that confinement 
of  the A ring is shared 
among the moons Pan, At-
las, Prometheus, Pandora, 
Epimetheus, Mimas and 
Janus. 

“All of  these moons 
work as a group to contain 
the ring. Together they are 
strong. United they stand,” 
said Tajeddine.

Gravitational pushes by 
these moons slow the ring 
down and pull momentum 
from it, according to the 
findings presented at the at 
the American Astronomi-
cal Society’s Division of  
Planetary Science meeting 
in Provo, Utah.

Cassini, which crashed 
into Saturn on September 

15 at the mission’s end, 
provided valuable data and 
detailed images of  the plan-
et’s rings. 

“This was exactly the 
sort of  information we had 
hoped the Cassini mission 
would provide, and by do-
ing so it has allowed us to 
solve this puzzle,” said Joe 
Burns, Professor at Cornell 
University. 

Scientists are still not 
sure how the rings formed, 
but the mechanism of  their 
confinement is finally un-
derstood, Tajeddine said.

“That’s the novelty of  
this idea. No one imagined 
that the rings were held 
by shared responsibility,” 
he said.

“The density waves cre-
ated by moons are beautiful 
to look at, but they actually 
participate in confining the 
ring,” Tajeddine said.

Sydney, Oct. 22 (IANS): 
C l i m a t e  c h a n g e  a n d 
warmer oceans are likely 
to change reef  ecosystems 
worldwide, reducing the 
diversity of  invertebrates 
such as crabs, lobsters and 
sea urchins, Australian sci-
entists have revealed.

As  the  oceans  ge t 
warmer, fish, which seem 
to be better predators in 
warmer waters, will extend 
their range from the equa-
tor to feed in colder lati-
tudes where the number of  
large invertebrates is high-

er, Australia’s Institute 
for Marine and Antarctic 
Studies said in a statement 
on Thursday.

The  f ind ings  were 
made using data collected 
by a research team un-
der the institute, which is 
based at the University of  
Tasmania, reports Xinhua 
news agency.

“As fish extend their 
range further from the 
equator with warming 
water, their advantage as 
predators will affect the 
abundance and diversity 

of  large mobile inverte-
brates,” the institute quot-
ed the study’s lead author, 
professor Graham Edgar, 
as saying.

“Broad changes will 
likely spread across the 
ecosystem, affecting hu-
man activities such as fish-
ing.”

The “tropicalisation” 
of  marine life is already 
happening in southeastern 
Australia and Tasmania, 
“but similar effects have 
not yet been detected in 
New Zealand”, he said.

communicate with friends, 
engage in social networks, 
watch YouTube videos or 
just browse around the web 
to follow their interests.”

Such behaviour is prob-
lematic for two reasons, ac-
cording to the researchers.

“The first is that when 
we engage in multitasking, 
our performance on the 
primary task suffers. Mak-
ing sense of lecture content 
is very difficult when you 
switch attention to your 
phone every five minutes. 
A strong body of evidence 
supports this, showing that 
media use during lectures 
is associated with lower 
academic performance,” Le 
Roux said.

“The second reason 
is that it harms students’ 
ability to concentrate on 
any particular thing for an 
extended period of  time. 
They become accustomed 
to switching to alternative 
streams of stimuli at increas-
ingly short intervals. The 
moment the lecture fails to 
engage or becomes difficult 
to follow, the phones come 
out,” he added.

London, Oct. 22 (IANS): 
Whales  and dolphins 
live in tightly-knit social 
groups, have complex re-
lationships, talk to each 
other and even have re-
gional dialects, much like 
human societies, accord-
ing to a study.

The findings revealed 
that these intelligent crea-
tures (also called Ceta-
ceans) have sophisticated 
social and cooperative 
behaviour traits, such as 
regional group dialects, 
looking after friends’ chil-
dren and teaching each 
other how to use tools.

Further, vocal mim-
icry and ‘signature whis-
tles’ used by dolphins to 
make a call associated 
with an individual when 
they’re not there, suggests 
they too gossip about each 
other. 

Importantly, these so-
cietal and cultural char-
acteristics are linked with 
brain size and brain ex-
pansion -- also known 
as encephalisation, the 
researchers said, in the 
paper published in the 
journal Nature Ecology 

and Evolution.
“The apparent co-evo-

lution of  brains, social 
structure, and behavioural 
richness of  marine mam-
mals provides a unique 
and striking parallel to 
the large brains and hyper-
sociality of  humans and 
other primates on land,” 
said Susanne Shultz, an 
evolutionary biologist at 
the University of  Man-
chester in the UK. 

For the study, the team 
compiled information on 
90 different species of  
dolphins, whales and por-
poises. 

Cetaceans share many 
traits with humans, in-
cluding an ability to work 
with each other for mu-
tual benefit, hunt coop-
eratively and interact with 
different species. 

However, unfortunate-
ly they do not possess 
opposable thumbs -- hu-
man thumbs which can 
be moved around, and 
enable one to grasp things 
-- so they will never be 
able to mimic our great 
metropolises and technol-
ogies, researchers noted.
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Marquez wins Australian MotoGP

Manipur CM assures thrust 
to develop sports in state

Mini marathon held at Satakha

12th M. Noke Trophy 2017

KDVA general meeting on Oct. 23

India shine at Balkan 
Boxing Championship

Chief Minister N Biren Singh and other dignitaries posing with the players of North East United FC (ISL 
Team) and NEROCA FC prior to their match in Imphal on Sunday.

EM Images

Kaito Aye flagging off the mini marathon at Satakha.

Spain's MotoGP rider Marc Marquez celebrates on the podium after winning the Australian Motorcycle 
Grand Prix at Phillip Island near Melbourne, Australia on Sunday.  

AP/PTI

Indian hockey players celebrate with the trophy after winning the Hero Asia Cup 2017 at the Maulana Bhashani National Hockey Stadium in 
Dhaka, Bangladesh on Sunday. India beat Malaysia 2-1 to secure the title after 10 years.

PTI

Phillip Island (Austra-
lia), Oct. 22 (IANS): 
Repsol Honda's Span-
ish rider Marc Marquez 
won the Australian Mo-

torcycle Grand Prix on 
Sunday, taking a great 
step towards claiming his 
fourth title of  the Mo-
toGP World Champion-

ship.
The Spaniard, who 

currently leads the cham-
pionship,  c laimed his 
sixth win of  the season at 

Our Correspondent
Imphal, Oct. 22 (EMN): 
Manipur Chief Minister N 
Biren Singh said that the 
government is committed 
to increasing the seat ca-
pacity of the main stadium 
of  the Khuman Lampak 
Sports Complex from the 
present seating capacity of  
25,000 soon.

He was speaking at the 
pre-season friendly match 
played between the NER-
OCA FC of  Imphal and 
NorthEast United FC held 
at the Khuman Lampak 
Main Stadium in Imphal 
on Sunday.

Speaking as  chie f  
guest, the chief  minister 
said that the main stadium 
ground was being devel-
oped into the football field 
of  international standard 
with natural turf  fields so 
that the state could host to 
various international foot-
ball matches in the future.  
Seeking the encourage-

NagalaNd Olympic assOciatiON

Communique
21st October, 2017

1. The Nagaland Olympic Association (NOA) in its Executive Meeting followed by 
the Special General Assembly held on 20th October, 2017 at Dimapur, Nagaland 
has taken the decision to organize and conduct the 1st Nagaland Olympics. The 
event will be held from 14th to 19th December, 2017 at Dimapur. The Nagaland 
Olympics will hold competitions on an inter-district basis in the following 11 sports 
disciplines:-

 i. Athletics 
 ii. Archery
 iii. Boxing
 iv. Badminton 
 v. Football
 vi. Lawn Tennis
 vii. Sepak Takraw
 viii. Table Tennis 
 ix. Volleyball
 x. Wrestling
 xi. Wushu

2. In view of the above, the respective State Sports Associations/Federations are 
to prepare proposals which should specify the manner of the competitions to be 
conducted with specific indication of medal events along with detailed budget and 
number of officials that will be required for smooth conduct of the competition. 
These proposals are to be submitted to the Secretary General of the NOA within 
28th October, 2017. 

3.	 The	Technical	Committee	of	the	event	will	take	the	final	decision	on	all	aspects	of	
the competition and each discipline must have at least 6 (six) participating districts 
for the discipline to be included in the Nagaland Olympics. 

4. The Deputy Commissioners of the respective districts, who are also the Chairmen 
of the District Sports Councils, will be in-charge of mobilizing the respective 
district contingents with respect to preparation, participation, uniforms and kits, and 
transportation to and from the event. The organizing committee will provide food, 
accommodation, transport and local logistics at Dimapur for the participants.

5.	 The	Nagaland	Olympics	will	be	the	preparatory	games	towards	achieving	qualification	
to the forthcoming National Games to be held in Goa next year.

6. The Honorable Chief Minister and the Nagaland State Government has agreed in 
principle for the conduct of the Nagaland Olympics. 

7. For any further information the State Sports Associations/Federations and the 
District Sports Councils may contact the Secretary General of the Nagaland Olympic 
Association, 91 Lower PR Hill, Below Mizo Church, Kohima 797001.

Sd/-
Neiphiu Rio, MP
President, NOA   
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Maggi Oats Noodles 300g

 98MRP:

Viraat Offer

89

On All BiscuitsOn Chocolate & Celebration
Entire Range Air Freshner, Face Wash, 

Detergent Powder, Mosquito Coil, 
Creams, Soap, Deos & Perfumes, Hair Oil, 

Shampoo and many more.

On All Non Food Items

7
Flat 

%ff

Dhara Kachi Ghani Mustard 
Oil 1ltr

Viraat Offer

98
 139MRP:

Buy1 Get1 

Free
        Haldiram’s 

        Soan Papdi 500g

        Besan Laddu 336g

        Brij Soan Papdi 500g

 160 MRP:

 200 MRP:

Dhara Fit n Fine Soyabean 
Oil 1ltr

Viraat Offer

83
 109MRP:

3295MRP:

Viraat Offer

1999
Flat

 30%
Off

Tata Tea Premium 1kg

 350MRP:

Dukes Cream Biscuits 

Buy2 Get1 

Free
 12-40MRP:

 
Cold Drink 750ml  

Viraat Offer

34
 40MRP:

Mixer Brand Kenster

MRP: 3295

3999

+ +

2995MRP: 795MRP:
Induction cooker Brand Kenster Iron Brand Kenster

Aachi Masala & Pansari Powder 
Spices Entire Range

Buy2 Get1 

Free

 140 MRP:

Viraat Offer

317

7
Flat 

%ff 7
Flat 

%ff

TM

Sastey Dino Ki Pehchan

NEAR DHOBINALA POLICE POINT
ZELIANGRONG VILLAGE

PHONE: 03862224232

DIMAPUR

Kids Girl’s 
89*Top -

Capri -
Hot Pant -

Kids Boy’s 
89*T-Shirt -

Shirt - 
Bermuda -
Baba Suit -

Ladies Wear
99*Top -

Kurti - 
Capri -
Saree -

Men’s Wear

89*
99*

99*
89*

189*

189*
99*

299*

99*T-Shirt -
Shirt - 
Bermuda -
Trouser -

249*

369*
99*

 LUCKY D�W DATE
Branded Mixer Grinder Combo Offer :7085Combo MRP:

ASSURED 
GIFT

Assured Gift Valid on 
Purchase of  Garments &

 Home Furnishing Items Only.

On Purchase of    1999 
Get a sugar 2kg 

Free

On Purchase Of    3999
Get A Container 3pcs

On Purchase Of    7999
Get A Pressure Cooker           

Free Free

 23October, 2017 (Monday)

rd

*Conditions apply. Offer valid till stock last. Prices / offers are subject to changes. Offers valid for retail customers only. Offers valid on selected items. Two or more offers cannot be clubbed with each other. All Product images are indicative only & may not match with the actual product.
Offers may be cancelled / modified by the management without any prior notice. Selling quantity restricted by Management for limited period offers.  All major credit cards, Vouchers, Paytm accepted. DP-210

the Phillip Island circuit 
to stretch out a 33-point 
lead from his rival for 
the title, Italian Andrea 
Dovizioso (Team Duca-
ti), who finished 13th, 
reports Efe. 

"It was an amazing 
race. I knew today was 
important, and it feels 
really good to take the 
victory," Marquez said 
after the race.

"The fight was amaz-
ing -- I have some tyre 
marks on my leathers - 
and it was a great show 
for the crowd," the Span-
ish victor added.

Yamaha's Italian Val-
entino Rossi and Spanish 
Maverick Viñales came 
second and third respec-
tively.

Frenchman Johann 
Zarco (Monster Yamaha 
Tech 3) finished fourth, 
ahead of  fifth-placed Brit-
ain's Cal Crutchlow of  
LCR Honda.

ment and support of  the 
people, Singh said that the 
state government would be 
developing two-three play-
grounds by laying ‘astro 
turf ’ (artificial turf) in the 
state soon. The government 
is also planning to install 
flood lighting system in 
the main stadium soon so 
that football matches will 
be played during night time 

too, he added. 
Singh said that, “We are 

expecting at least eight play-
ers from Manipur would 
be in India squad for U-19 
football World Cup like that 
in U-17 World Cup.”

Also,  Minis ter  for 
Youth Affairs and Sports 
Letpao Haokip  spoke at 
the event. Mentioning the 
culture of  sports and the 

love for football in the state, 
Haokip said that it wouldn’t 
be wrong ‘If  we called Ma-
nipur as “Sports City” of  
the country.’

The minister further 
said that the government 
would work its best to im-
proving and developing the 
football infrastructure to 
promote and produce good 
football players in the state.

Dimapur, Oct. 22 (EMN): In commemo-
ration of  BSF martyrs of  Nagaland, a 
mini marathon was organised at Satakha, 
Zunheboto District, by 93 and 111 Bn 
BSF with Kaito Aye, Minister of  Na-
tional Highway and Political Affairs as 
the chief  guest.
Despite over cast, rainy and foggy weath-
er more than 300 participants enthusiasti-
cally took part in the event. The compe-
tition was divided into three categories 
namely; male open, female open and 
boys U-16.
A trophy along with Rs. 7,000 was given 
to the winners in all categories and the 
runners-up received Rs. 5,000 each with 
10 consolidation prize of  Rs.1,000 each.

Dimapur, Oct. 22 (EMN): In aid of  the 5th Open 
KDVA Volleyball Championship 2017, the organising 
committee has called a general meeting with the vari-
ous sub-committees and all the members of  KDVA on 
Monday, Oct. 23 at the DC Kohima Conference Hall 
at 3 pm. Therefore, all the members of  the association 
are requested to attend this meeting positively.

Sofia, Oct. 22 (IANS): India claimed eight medals, includ-
ing four gold, in the Balkan International Boxing Champi-
onship here to emerge as the most successful country in the 
fray. The week-long tournament saw India's top 10 youth 
women's boxers compete with 49 others from 13 countries.
Netu (48 kg) began the gold medal charge, outclassing Emi-
Mari Todorova of Bulgaria 5-0 while Shashi (57 kg) got 
the better of Italian Giordana Sorrentino for the country's 
second gold. In the 54 kg summit clash, the referee stopped 
the contest in the second round two against Biancamaria 
Tessari of Italy to hand Sakshi the third gold. Neha Yadav 
(+81 kg) beat Adrienne Juhasz of Hungary 3-2 for the fourth 
gold medal.Ankushita (64 kg), however, lost out to Rebecca 
Nicolo of Italy to settle for the silver. Joy Kumari (51 kg), 
Anupama (+81 kg) and Sapna (75 kg) narrowly tumbled out 
in the semi-final rounds to pick up a bronze each.

Monday’s quarter-final matches
Worriors FC vs Chenloisho Students' Union at 

7:30 am
Deenix FC vs Unity Minlong at 9 am

Newsite FC vs AK Tizit at 1pm
Def  Mon vs Chila United at 2:30 pm


