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The reward for work  
well done is the 

opportunity to do more. 

~ Jonas Salk
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Min.Max. Max.Min.
Aizawl 24° 18°
Agartala 27° 22°
Gangtok 22° 12°
Guwahati 26° 20°
Imphal 25° 17°

Itanagar 23° 18°
Shillong 18° 16°
Delhi 36° 21°
Kolkata 32° 22°
Chennai 34° 26°

 Max:  Min:
KOHIMA 25.6° 16.8°
DIMAPUR 29° 22°
 RF:  RH:
KOHIMA 14.2 95%
DIMAPUR 4.2 92%
* Rainfall (RF) * Relative humidity (RH)
Temperature in State Capitals
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Neiphiu Rio speaking at the golden jubilee of the Diphupar Naga Youth Organisation at  
the local ground of Diphupar.

Neiphiu Rio points to reason why 
unemployment plagues Nagaland

Ravi-NNPG 
talks on Monday

NPF youth wing 
to agitate from 
October 23 No one will be allowed to 

distort Assam's map —Sonowal

ENSF refuses to back down 

Therie talks politics at NSF trophy finals

NDPP leaves door open 
after ECI recognition 
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My upbringing helps me find my 
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‘Even wealthy nations do not employ illegal immigrants’

Pakistan captain Sarfraz turns down 
offer from a bookmaker  |  P11

Robert Mugabe named goodwill 
ambassador by WHO | P9

Dimapur, Oct. 21 (EMN): The government of  India’s 
Interlocutor for Naga peace talks, RN Ravi is set to 
meet representatives of  the NNPGs Working Commit-
tee on Oct. 23 next, according to a press release from 
the Nagaland Tribes’ Council (NTC).

According to a press statement from the NTC, 
Ravi is scheduled to arrive in Dimapur on Oct. 23 in 
response “to the popular demand of  the people to of-
ficially invite the NNPGs working committee for a 
political dialogue to bring out a lasting solution to the 
protracted Naga political problem.”

Ravi’s arrival, according to the NTC, was a positive 
development towards ‘leading the political process to 
a higher level with an objective to have inclusive talk 
on equal footing with a hope to provide a sustainable 
peace in our land’.

The NTC along with the ENPO, NGBF, CNTC 
and other organisations has planned a ‘public recep-
tion’ for Ravi at Dimapur Airport on Oct. 23. It has 
requested members of  the public “and all concerned 
citizens” to gather at airport for “a grand public recep-
tion” at 12.30 pm.

After the reception at the airport, there will be an-
other programme at Rhododendron Hall, Police Of-
ficer’s Mess, Chumoukedima to felicitate Ravi, it in-
formed. “For the facilitation programme (sic) and the 
ensuing peace talks, all the churches in Nagaland are 
requested to pray for the programme on the 22nd Oc-
tober, Sunday and disseminate information for public 
attendance as well”.

Staff reporter
Dimapur, Oct.21 (EMN): It is 
not that the Naga people lack 
anything for which there is unem-
ployment in Nagaland—it is just 
that they have no commitment 
to becoming somebody in life, 
Member of  Lok Sabha Neiphiu 
Rio has said. During a students’ 
event in Dimapur recently, the 
former chief  minister reminded 
that even progressive and rich 
countries do not engage the serv-
ices of  illegal immigrants.    

The Diphupar Naga Youth 
Organisation (DNYO) continued 
its golden jubilee celebrations at 
the Diphupar local ground on 
Oct. 21 during which Rio was the 
chief  guest. 

In his address, the former 
chief  minister of  Nagaland 
broached the issue of  unemploy-
ment. “It is not that we don’t 
have  talent but there is no com-
mitment and no decision to be 
somebody,” Rio said.  He made 
it known that even the richest 
countries do not employ illegal 
immigrants which saves more 
jobs of  employment for their so-
ciety. In Nagaland, he explained, 
if  illegal immigrants are being 
engaged in the society, the indi-
vidual employing the immigrant 
is also ‘punished’ indirectly—the 
employer is without a job while 
his employee has one.

“Though many weaknesses 
are present in the society, we 
have much strength among our 
people and through discussion 
everything can be resolved,” he 
said. He assured to work with the 
youths as they were the future of  
the Naga people. He promised to 
support and be part of  common 
noble ventures in future. 

Rio took the example of  the 
condition of  a few Asian coun-
tries such as South Korea and Ja-
pan, and how they overcame de-
struction after the World War II 
and the Cold War. He encouraged 

Dimapur, Oct. 21 (EMN): 
Accusing the state’s School 
Education department of  
being run by “only few 
people to fulfil their self-
ish interest”, the Eastern 
Naga Students’ Federation 
(ENSF) has asserted that it 
will not compromise with 
its demands ‘until justice is 
delivered’.

A statement from the 
ENSF on Saturday stated 
the advertisement issued 
by said department – 
printed in local dailies on 
October 20 – was only a 
“partial initiative” by the 
authorities. “...a total No. 
of  36 posts was adver-
tised exclusively for the 6 
tribes of  eastern Nagaland 
whereas the actual No. of  
vacancies under ENPO 
area amounts to 53 posts 
as per the office record. 

“Therefore, the fed-
eration demands from the 
department to include the 
missing 17 posts meant for 
the Eastern Nagas imme-
diately. Moreover, the con-
tents of  the initiative are 
not confined to the office 
notification No.EDS/1-
7/2008 dated, Kohima, the 
9th January 2009. Where 
in clause II of  the govt. no-
tification clearly indicates 
relaxation of  5 years to ob-
tain the professional quali-
fication for Eastern Nagas 
which the department had 
conveniently ignored and 
advertised the post despite 
of  several calls by the fed-
eration in various form of  
representations to the de-
partment and the govern-
ment. 

“The federation is now 
of  the opinion that the Ed-

ucation department is run-
ning by only few people to 
fulfil their selfish interest 
and that is the reason the 
department is purposely 
undermining the genuine 
and undisputed demands 
made by the federation. 
It should be clearly under-
stood that the 2009 govt. 
notification is not a fresh 
notification the federation 
is persuading the govt./
concerned dept. to imple-
ment,” the statement read. 

Alleging the de-
partment concerned of  
breaching government no-
tification, the ENSF stated 
that it won’t compromise 
with its demand, and also 
warned the authorities 
that it won’t be held re-
sponsible “for unforeseen 
and ugly situation” during 
the agitation. 

Dimapur, Oct. 21 (EMN): 
Following the recogni-
tion accorded by the Elec-
tion Commission of  In-
dia (ECI), the Nationalist 
Democratic Progressive 
Party (NDPP) has an-
nounced that the party 
welcomes “all sections of  
the people who desire to 
positively impact our soci-
ety for a better and more 
rewarding future”.

A statement from the 
party on Saturday stated 
that it stands for true justice 
and fight for emergence of  
truth. “The party will al-
ways listen to the voice of  
the people and our policies 
and actions will be guided 
by the aspirations of  the 
masses”.

It stated that the party 
will work for creation of  
opportunities for the youth, 
realization of  gender equal-
ity and prevalence of  meri-
tocracy in the state.” The 
NDPP assures that it sup-
ports early resolution of  

the ongoing Indo-Naga 
political negotiations in an 
honourable manner that 
is inclusive and acceptable 
to the people. We appeal 
to the negotiating parties 
to expedite the peace talks 
and bring about an early 
solution that will pave the 
way for lasting peace and 
all-round development. 

“The NDPP assures 
the people that the party 
will work with full commit-
ment to root out corruption 
and nepotism and leave no 
stone unturned to usher in 
transparency, good govern-
ance, restoration of  the sys-
tem and genuine develop-
ment,” the statement read. 

It also informed that 
the party will soon release a 
“detailed roadmap of  con-
sultative meetings, party 
launching programmes at 
the different regions, con-
duct of  general convention, 
release of  party manifesto 
and vision documents, 
etc.” 

Guwahati, Oct. 21 (IANS): Assam Chief  
Minister Sarbananda Sonowal on Saturday 
reiterated his government's position that the 
map of the state will not be allowed to be 
distorted at any cost and that the territorial 
integrity of the state will be protected.

While speaking at a public meeting in 
Sonari of Charaideo district on Saturday, 
Sonowal said the newly-carved Charaideo 
district was very much on the government's 
priority list and that the state government 
had been taking a series of steps for its in-
frastructural development.

Sonowal's statement assumes signifi-
cance considering the fact that several civil 
society groups have been expressing their 
apprehension over the framework agree-
ment between the government of India and 
the NSCN (IM).

Some NSCN (IM) leaders have on 
record stated that the framework agreement 
signed last year accepted integration of all 
Naga-inhabited areas.

Sonowal further said updation process 
of the National Register of Citizens (NRC) 
was being carried out in the state as per the 
direction of the Supreme Court of India.

"However, certain forces are trying to 
create confusion and fear psychosis among 
the people. Government will ensure that all 
genuine citizens are included in the NRC 
and there is no need to worry about," he 
said.

Underscoring his government's four-
point objective of making the state free 
from the scourge of pollution, corruption, 
terrorism and immigration, Sonowal said 
his government's operation against corrup-
tion would continue full throttle to provide 
dignified life to the people of the state.

He also called for concerted efforts from 
the people at large as well as the four pillars 
of democracy towards the government's bid 
to make Assam free from corruption.

Recalling Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi's emphasis on transforming the 
North East as the new growth engine of the 
country, Chief Minister Sonowal said his 
government had been working resolutely 
to reap rich dividends from the Act East 
Policy. He also said that for the develop-
ment of skilled human resources, the state 
government would set up skill development 
centres in every village of the state.

Dimapur, Oct. 21 (EMN): 
The president of  Nagaland 
Pradesh Congress Com-
mittee (NPCC) K Therie 
on Saturday expressed 
concern over unemploy-
ment in the state. Speaking 
at the NSF trophy finals 
as chief  guest, he said that 
government jobs are being 
filled to the brink through 
backdoor appointments.

Therie commented that 
there were no private sec-
tors as ‘there is none to in-
vest for fear of  multi-taxes 
and extortion’ which needs 
to be addressed in earnest.

One major roadblock, 
according to him, is the 
Naga political problem 
towards opening the gate-
way to the valley of  hap-
piness, development and 
employment. While ac-
knowledging the political 
aspirations expressed by 
public through plebiscite 
in 1951 remains the core 
political stand and that the 
people continue to treas-
ure and respect the 1951 
mandate, Therie said ‘we 
cannot ignore realities of  
religion and science that 
are changing humankind 

fast forward.’
Taking a dig at the gov-

ernment of  the day, Therie 
commented that they have 
washed off  their hands 
from working to solve 
the political problem and 
decided to facilitate and 
support the ongoing peace 
process. 

Towards this, he said 
‘though we have no objec-
tion if  peaceful solution 
can be delivered, our stand 
is seeing the content of  the 
solution we cannot given 
blank cheque.’ While 
extending support for a 
peaceful solution if  it is for 
the good of  the people, he 
however, maintained that 
in the event of  the failure 
to do that before elec-
tion, ‘we intend to revive 
the NNO resolution that 
was adopted in Pfutsero 
in 1972’ which states: “...
to endeavour to solve the 
political problem through 
peaceful and constitution-
al means.” 

He also remarked that 
the state has destroyed its 
relation with all neigh-
bouring states for wrong 
policy with no political 

vision to protect life and 
property. Corruption, he 
noted, has divided the so-
ciety between the haves 
and have-nots where rural 
economy is left to fend for 
themselves. “Assassina-
tion, murder and killings 
have continued in the 
name of  sovereignty and 
integration where illegal 
multi-taxations are al-
lowed to be systemized,” 
he added.

Coming out strongly 
against the accumulation 
of  wealth, Therie opined 
that there is no shame 
in exhibiting ill-acquired 
wealth from unknown 
sources of  income where 
bribe takers are acknowl-
edged as leaders and there 
is no more inherent hon-
esty and moral. 

“Our leaders have 
failed to control the instinct 
of  ‘I want more.’ They are 
grabbing whatever comes 
before them, leaving high 
and dry its subjects, bias, 
nepotism, table tenders, 
backdoor appointments, 
centralization of  powers 
and payments are the new 
system,” Therie added.

Dimapur, Oct. 21 (EMN): 
The NPF Central Youth 
Wing has warned NLA 
Speaker, Dr. Imtiwapang 
Aier of an “indefinite dhar-
na before the Civil Secretar-
iat” in Kohima if  the latter 
fails to ‘settle the case re-
garding the disqualification 
issue, recognition of NPF 
Legislature Party leader 
and recognition of the NPF 
chief whip’. The youth wing 
issued a statement on Sat-
urday informing that it had 
submitted a memorandum 
containing said demand to 
the speaker on Oct. 18 last. 
The indefinite protest will be 
held from 10 am to 4 pm, it 
informed. 

The delay in settling said 
cases was a ‘serious violation 
of the due process of law’ 
by the speaker, according to 
the statement. “...the people 
have the right to know as to 
whether the various actions 
enacted by the people’s rep-
resentatives are in line with 
the constitutional and legal 
provisions”.

the Naga people to take them as 
an example of  how they came to 
be among top trading countries in 
the world within a short span of  
time. 

“I feel if  we can realise then 
we can bring in work culture we 
can make it to the top.” He ap-
pealed to the youth to be more 
involved and take any job that 
is available. We have to stop day 
dreaming, talking big things and 
doing nothing”. In good time, 
the Lok Sabha member said, he 
would like to interact with youth 
leaders and decide together with-
out having to impose on them.

Referring to the theme of  the 
jubilee ‘reflect, celebrate and in-
spire,’ Rio urged the gathering 
to look back at the past 50 years’ 
achievements and failures too 
amid celebrating achievements. 
He lauded the unity and strength 
of  the DNYO for taking chal-
lenges and spearheading impor-
tant events in Dimapur district. 
Also, he remembered Khriesavi-
zo Metha and Bendangnungsang 
Longkumer, the two youths who 
were killed during agitations 

against the municipal polls in Di-
mapur on January 31st. 

Rio dubbed Diphupar vil-
lage a “mini Nagaland” because 
about 16 tribes and also people 
from mainland India live there 
giving the area a sense of  town-
ship. This was possible only be-
cause of  the guidance and ad-
vice of  the elders, he said. “I feel 
proud on the focus, unity and di-
versity of  the village to promote 
the Naga identity, traditions and 
cultures.” 

Reflecting about the condi-
tion of  Nagaland and its people, 
the MP referred to the rate of  
literacy of  the state. The literacy 
rate has come to more than 80 % 
which means that the people are 
‘educated.’ But he had a word of  
advice: “We have gained some 
knowledge but knowledge is half  
job done—we have to gain the 
wisdom of  life” he said. He ex-
plained that before knowledge is 
imparted, one has to learn basic 
virtues. That, he said, was how 
many countries in the world teach 
their children discipline, manners 
and how to respect elders, how 

Linking bank accounts with Aadhaar mandatory– RBI
It is government’s decision, says RBI

RBI in a statement on 
Saturday said: “...in ap-
plicable cases, linkage of  
Aadhaar number to bank 
account is  mandatory 
under the Prevention of  
Money-laundering (Main-
tenance of  Records) Sec-
ond Amendment Rules, 
2017 published in the Of-
ficial Gazette on June 1, 
2017. These Rules have 
statutory force and, as 
such, banks have to imple-
ment them without await-
ing further instructions.”

The government has 
made it mandatory to link 

bank accounts with the 12-
digit biometric identifica-
tion number. The deadline 
to do it is December 31, 
2017.

This linking of  Aad-
haar to bank accounts is 
a process over and above 
the Know Your Customer 
(KYC) norms already fol-
lowed by the banks.

Finance Minister Arun 
Jaitley in August had said 
that 524 million Aadhaar 
numbers had been linked 
to 736.2 million bank ac-
counts in India. 

Banks accounts in In-
dia are already linked to 
the tax-related Permanent 
Account Number (PAN), 
which is mandatory.

The Finance Minister 
had outlined a “one bil-
lion-one billion-one billion 
vision” for the country.

“That is one billion 
unique Aadhaar numbers 
linked to one billion bank 
accounts and one billion 
mobile phones. Once that 
is done, all of  India can be-
come part of  the financial 
and digital mainstream,” 
Jaitley had said.

The RTI query further 
asked whether RBI had 
Supreme Court’s permis-
sion to mandatorily link 
Aadhaar with bank ac-
counts. In its reply RBI 
said it had not filed any 
such petition before the 
Supreme Court.

to love and how to care and to 
fear the law of  the land at a very 
young age. 

‘This will build in an individu-
al, a habit, a character and it will 
take them throughout their life 
which in turn will build a vibrant 
society,’ Rio said. The former 
chief  minister urged the youths to 
be mature and live a life of  wis-
dom. 

“If  we learn to coexist with 
one another we will have a bright 
future but with the way things are 
going on we are many at times 
ashamed to call ourselves Naga 
when we go out of  the state,” the 
MP said. He has suggested organ-
ising competitions too, because 
“life is about competition” and 
that it prepares the youth for the 
future.

Rio spoke also about matters 
concerning the Naga political is-
sue. “We have seen sacrifice and 
it has not gone in vain,” he said. 
On a personal note, the MP said 
it was not proper to ‘condemn 
one another.’ Rather, one can cel-
ebrate whatever little. He referred 
also to the negotiations of  the 
govt. of  India with the NSCN- IM 
and now the six NPGs that have 
come to talk with the government. 
He said all this were positive signs 
and thus support was required to 
take the settlements available to-
day. 

The former CM informed the 
public that he would be meeting 
with the interlocutor who will be 
visiting Dimapur for a day to meet 
with the underground groups. He 
urged all to work and pray for it, 
‘not just to hope in it’ but take 
ownership of  their future.

Cultural performances were 
given by various tribal youth or-
ganisations from Diphupar. 

Also, Lanutoshi Pongen, 
chairman of  the Diphupar Village 
Council appreciated the DNYO 
and called it the “eldest son” of  
the family. 

New Delh i ,  Oct .  21 
(IANS): At a time when 
customers are rushing to 
link all their bank accounts 
with Aadhaar, the Reserve 
Bank of  India (RBI) has 
clarified that it never is-
sued any such directions, 
it was the decision of  the 
Indian government.

The apex bank further 
clarified that in applicable 
cases, linkage of  Aadhaar 
number to bank account is 
mandatory under the Pre-
vention of  Money-laun-
dering (Maintenance of  
Records) Second Amend-
ment Rules, 2017.

In a response to a Right 
to Information (RTI) Act 
application filed by Mon-

eylife India and carried 
by it on October 18, the 
RBI said: “The Govern-
ment has issued a Ga-
zette Notification GSR 
538 dated 1 June 2017 
regarding Prevention of  
Money laundering (Main-
tenance of  Records) Sec-
ond Amendment Rules, 
2017, inter-alia, making 
furnishing of  Aadhaar (for 
those individuals who are 
eligible to be enrolled for 
Aadhaar) and permanent 
number (PAN) manda-
tory for opening a bank 
account. It may be noted 
that Reserve Bank has not 
yet issued instruction in 
this regard”.

Clarifying its position, 
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Director (Health) DHFW Dr. Meguosielie Kire signing the pledge to 
eliminate IDD at Kohima Village Council Hall.

PhuletoYeptho speaking at the seminar.

CMO Dimapur Dr. K Vikato Kinimi  and stakeholders after the Global IDD Prevention Day  observation programme.

NIC to organize state level 
workshop on RTI
As part of the celebration of the RTI week, the 
Nagaland Information Commission will be organising 
a state level workshop on Right to Information (RTI) 
for First Appellate Authority (FAAs), Public Information 
Officer (PIOs) on Oct. 27 at Administrative Training 
Institute, Kohima. Chief Secretary Pankaj Kumar 
will grace the inaugural programme. The chief 
information commissioner and the state information 
commissioners will also interact with participants.  
Departments have been requested to nominate state 
level FAAs and PIOs to attend the workshop.

Anti doping and corruption 
seminar for cricket players
The Board of Control for Cricket in India will be 
organising an anti doping and anti corruption seminar 
on Oct. 24, 2 p.m. at Nagaland Cricket Stadium, 
Sovima, Dimapur. Convenor Cricket Development 
Committee A Rahman has informed all past and 
present BCCI registered players from Nagaland in U16, 
U19, U23 and seniors boys and U19 women team 
players and all umpires, coaches, physical trainers, 
scorers etc from all districts to attend the seminar. At 
least one official from each District Cricket Association 
has been asked to attend.

Capacity building prog. on fire 
prevention 
The Fire & Emergency Service will be conducting 
capacity building training on fire awareness/basic in 
firefighting and its prevention/control for public on 
Oct. 24, 10 a.m. at KTC Hall, Noklak. The department 
has requested government employees, students and 
public to participate.

Joint IGNOU induction programme
The IGNOU Study Centre- 2001, Modern College, 
Kohima and IGNOU Study Centre- 2014, Central 
Library, NU, Kohima has informed all IGNOU learners 
admitted for July session 2017, that the joint induction 
programme will be held on Oct. 27, 10 a.m. at Modern 
College, Kohima. All fresh admitted learners are 
requested to attend the programme positively. For 
further information one may contact Study Centre 
coordinator at 9856015006. 

GTFD informs regularised teachers 
The Graduate Teachers’ Forun Dimapur (GTFD) has 
infromed all  regularised graduate teachers with 
sanctioned posts and GTs who recently appeared fro 
suitability test to submit their appointment order, 
regularisation order, matric admit card along with 
necessary documents from matric onwards and Rs. 
2000 + 500 (for those who are yet to pay) to Hoshito 
and Akala at DEO establishment section on or before 
Nov. 10 positively. 

BJP appoints media cell convenor
In the interest of the party, the Bharatiya Janata Party 
Nagaland State president has appointed K James Vizo 
as convenor of Media Cell, Bharatiya Janata Party 
Nagaland with immediate effect. The state president 
also directed the convenor to constitute his team at 
the earliest.

NEWS IN BRIEF

DoTD notifies on 
minority scholarship 

Sate BJP expels two members Teachers urged to equip with teaching skills UNDP condoles 
Yashikala’s demise

Home department 
(NSDMA) informs

Legal schemes awareness seminar at Tuli 

State observes 
Global IDD 

Prevention Day

She informed that the 
cause is due to low prior-
ity accorded to creating or 
spreading of  awareness, in-
sufficient education regard-
ing seriousness of  IDDs, 
lack of  knowledge on the 
importance of  consuming 
iodised salt. 

Stressing on iodised salt 
and its importance, she said 
Iodine remains one of  the 
most neglected and most 
wide spread of  all nutri-
tional deficiencies. Iodine 
which is an essential micro 
nutrient required for nor-
mal body and brain devel-
opment, its intake should 
be 100-200pgm daily, she 
added.

Dr. Sorhie pointed out 
that deficiency of  iodine 
leads to goitre and a broad 
spectrum of  disease, which 
affects every stages of  
human life from mother 
–unborn child-childhood-
adult. 

Further, she urged all 
to consume Iodised salt, 

disseminate information 
and spread awareness of  
the gravity of  IDDs. 

Dr. Aseno Rhetso said 
iodine is an essential and 
natural need for human 
growth and development 
and added that lack of  io-
dine in our daily diet causes 
mental retardation, goitre 
and thyroid disease. 

She also said that a 
pregnant woman needs 
more iodine then normal 
women because the effect 
of  iodine deficiency is more 
severe in pregnant women 
and for their babies.

Highlighting the impor-
tance of  storage of  iodize 
salt and how to maximize 
its benefit in daily routine, 
she said the right way of  
storing an iodize salt at 
home is in a tight container 
away from fire and direct 
sunlight. She also advised 
to avoid locally made salt 
as it does not contain io-
dized salt. 

She also commented 

that with the spread of  
awareness intake of  iodize 
salt has increased and cases 
of  goitre has decreased all 
over Nagaland. She urged 
all participating youth lead-
ers, student, women leaders 
and officials to campaign 
the importance of  iodize 
salt. She further expressed 
hope that with the spread 
of  awareness and impor-
tance of  iodised salt, iodine 
deficiency disorder will be 
eliminated.

Kohima village becomes 
first ‘non-iodized salt 
free village’

On the occasion, Kohima 
village was declared as the 
first ‘non-iodized salt free 
village.’ The community 
also pledged to procure 
stock, sell and consume 
only iodised salt. To stand 
together to fight against Io-
dine Deficiency Disorders, 
to safe guard the Health of  
their children, community 

and oneself. 
D i r e c t o r  ( H e a l t h ) 

DHFW Dr. Meguosielie 
Kire proposed the declara-
tion and pledged to take the 
mission as a community 
responsibility and strive 
to eliminate Iodine Defi-
ciency Disorders from the 
village.

Ambassador badge 
was pinned to the officials 
present at the programme. 
The officials and partici-
pants pledged to campaign 
on the usage of  iodized 
salt.
Dimapur: Dimapur district 
observed the Global IDD 
Prevention Day was on 
Oct. 21 under the theme 
“Prevent mental & physi-
cal growth retardation, 
consume only Iodised salt” 
with CMO Dr. K Vikato 
Kinimi as chief  guest.

T h e  p r o g r a m  wa s 
chaired by DPM NHM Es-
ther while keynote address 
was delivered by Deputy 
CMO cum Nodal Officer 

NIDDCP Dr. Antoly Suu.  
Zabu demonstrated on test-
ing of  Iodize salt while 
School of  Nursing stu-
dents presented a special 
number. 

On the occasion par-
ticipants also vowed to 
work together for success-
ful implementation of  the 
programme in the district.

The programme was 
attended by district admin-
istration, Dimapur Mu-
nicipal Council (DMC), 
police, Food & Civil Sup-
ply, Food Safety Section, 
stockiest, principal, staff  
and students from School 
of  Nursing DHD, program 
officers and medical staff  
from Medical department. 
Peren: The Peren district 
observed Global IDD Pre-
vention Day was observed 
under the “Prevent mental 
and physical growth re-
tardation, consume only 
Iodized salt” on Oct. 21 at 
at CHC Jalukie conference 
hall. 

C h a i r i n g  t h e  p r o -
gramme, Chief  Medical 
Officer (CMO) Dr. Denis 
Hangsing expressed his 
gratitude to attendees for 
the encouragement by par-
ticipating. 

DPO NVBDCP Dr. 
Limatula in his welcome 
addresses, stressed on the 
importance and awareness 
on Iodized salt.

Deputy Chief  Medical 
Officer, Peren Dr. Tiala in 
her power point presenta-
tion pointed out that 1/3rd 
of  the world’s population 
is at risk of  IDD and 54 
countries are still Iodine de-
ficient. She also highlighted 
about the effects of  iodine 
deficiency - goitre, stunted 
growth, low IQ, still birth, 
squint, and defect in vision, 
hearing in speech, impaired 
mental disorders / retarda-
tion.

“Once a person is af-
fected with iodine defi-
ciency disorder, it is not 
curable or reversible but it 

District Executive Force (DEF) Wokha personnel during the police commemoration day at HQ premises: Senior Superintend of Police 
Wokha T Chumrenthung addressing the commemoration programme on Saturday, Oct. 21.      

WEATHER FORECAST IN OTHER DISTRICTS 

Max Min DP RH RF

WOKHA 24.2 15.2 17.3 94 20.2

ZBT 20.7 18.3 17.6 84 6.2

MON - - - - -

TUENSANG 21 18 18.9 98 41.1

MKG 25.4 18 15.7 80 7.2

PHEK 24.3 24 18 92 15.4

KIPHIRE 21 20.2 20.1 95 8.8

SECHÜ ZUBZA 22 18 18.5 91 29.8

LONGLENG - - - - -

TSEMINYU 22.4 15.8 19 96 26.4

JALUKIE 24 20 20.5 91 10

MANGKOLEMBA 25.8 20.4 20.5 98 13

*Dew Point (DP) *Relative Humidity (RH) * Rainfall (RF)

Source: Department of Soil & Water Conservation, Nagaland 

Dimapur, Oct. 21 (EMN): 
Along with the rest of  the 
world, state observed the 
Global Iodine Deficiency 
Disorders (IDD) Preven-
tion Day on Oct 21, to 
create awareness of  the 
need to prevent iodine de-
ficiency.
Kohima: State Programme 
Officer NIDDCP, DHFW, 
Dr. Ahuo Sorhie said 1.5 
billion people are at risk 
of  suffering from severe 
consequences of  Iodine de-
ficiency, 200 million people 
are at risk of  IDDs in the 
country and 75 million al-
ready suffering from goitre 
and trapped in other IDDs 
in the country alone. 

She informed this dur-
ing the observation of  the 
Global Iodine Deficiency 
Disorders (IDD) Preven-
tion Day cum declaration 
of  the first ‘non-iodized salt 
free village’ at Kohima Vil-
lage Council Hall on Oct. 
21. The day was observed 
under the theme ‘Prevent 
mental & physical growth 
retardation, consume only 
iodized salt’.

Dr. Sorhie also said Na-
galand being declared as 
one of  the endemic states 
in India has been recorded 
about 1% as of recent survey 
and it has been falling under 
the area of  severest Iodine 
deficiency as it lies in the 
great sub-Himalayan belt.

is 100% preventable,” Tiala 
added. 

Food Safety Officer, 
Peren Samlamgwamlie 
Michui demonstrated on 
salt testing on iodine.

The programme was 
attended by staff  of  Medi-
cal department, Jalukie 
Student Union, Jalukie 
Town Youth Organiza-
tion, chairman and GBs, 
president of  Jalukie Town 
Women Wing Organiza-
tion, church leaders and 
teachers.
Zunheboto: The District 
Health Society, Zunheboto 
observed Global IDD Pre-
vention Day at CMO office 
premise on Oct. 21, with 
Deputy Chief  Medical Of-
ficer Dr. Hoito Sema as 
resource person. 

In his address,  Dr. 
Hoito said Iodine is essen-
tial for the normal growth, 
development and function-
ing of  both the brain and 
body. He also mentioned 
that a pregnant woman 
who is deficient in iodine 
is likely to produce and 
abnormal child.  

Dr. Hoito maintained 
that shopkeepers should 
stock and sell only iodised 
salt and also reminded that 
sale of  non iodised salt is 
banned under the provision 
of  PFA Act 1954. Further, 
he added that it is the re-
sponsibility of  every citizen 
to purchase and consume 
iodised salt only. 

Other highlights of  the 
programme included test-
ing of  Iodine, distribution 
of  free IEC materials, quiz 
and essay competition for 
students.

Dimapur, Oct. 21 (EMN): 
The Directorate of  Techni-
cal Education (DoTE) has 
notified all the concerned 
students who have applied 
for post-matric scholarship 
(minority) under Ministry 
of  Minority Affairs that 
the State of  Nagaland has 
been allotted only 4726 
scholarships (Christians-
4622, Muslims-90, Jains-5, 
Buddhist-4, Sikhs-3, par-
sis-2) for students belong-
ing to minority communi-
ties for the current session 
2017-18. 

Director Arjun Singh in 
a press releas informed that 
it has come to the notice 
of  the department that ap-
proximately 9392 students 
have applied in post-matric 

scholarship. In the selection 
of  scholarship by the said 
allotted quota, nearing 4666 
students would be deprived 
of  scholarship under this 
scheme for the current ses-
sion, the release added. 

To avail the benefit of  
the scholarship, students 
who have registered in mi-
nority scholarship from the 
National Scholarship Portal 
(NSP) are advised to apply 
for “Umbrella scheme for 
education of  ST children 
/ Post-matric scholarships 
for ST students of  Naga-
land” from the state portal 
www.nagaland.gov.in under 
the Department of  Higher 
Education. Last date for 
registration has been fixed 
on Oct. 31.

Dimapur, Oct. 21 (EMN): The EBRC 
Tseminyu conducted orientation on 
learning outcomes for elementary teach-
ers under SDEO Tseminyu on Oct. 20 
and 21 at town hall Tseminyu. 

Addressing the participant teach-
ers during the inaugural session SDEO 
Tseminyu Ramdi Thou, emphasised on 
imparting quality education to students 
and urged upon teaching fraternity to 
refresh, update and equip themselves 
with the skills of  teachings making use 
of  technology to enhance their profes-
sionalism. He also challenged them to 
be sincere and increased enrolment of  
students in government schools in the 
next academic session.

Resource persons were ToTs (Sci-
ence) Hinilo Cheng, ToTs (English) 
Francis Magh, ToTs ( Social Science 
& EVS) Angela Semy, and Soti ToTs 
(Maths) Tep. ToTs Lilekle spoke on 
learning outcome. 

Subject teachers were divided into 
groups for orientation on Science, Eng-
lish, Maths, and Social Science/EVS 
along with topics on constructivist ap-
proach & five Es i.e Engage, Explore, 
Explain, Elaborate or Extend and Evalu-
ate. 

Demonstration on each subjects 
were presented by teachers followed 
by feedback session. Altogether 270 
teachers participated.

Dimapur, Oct. 21 (EMN): Mokok-
chung Legal Services Authority 
(MDLSA) organised legal aware-
ness seminar at Kangtsung Senso 
Telongjem, Tuli Community hall on 
Oct. 21.

Students from Government High-
er Secondary School, ward chairmen, 
Watsu and students union attended 
the seminar. 

Speaking on role of  Para Legal 
Volunteers, Legal Services to Victim 
of  Disaster Scheme, 2016, Legal 
Services to Senior Citizens Scheme, 
2016, JMFC and Secretary MDLSA 
Phuleto Yeptho, appraised that the 
Para-Legal Volunteers Scheme aimed 
at imparting legal training to volun-
teers selected from different walks 
of  life to ensure legal aid reaches all 
sections of  people.

He also informed that PLVs 
would be trained with basic knowl-
edge of  law and available welfare 

Dimapur, Oct. 21 (EMN): 
The United Naga Democratic 
Party (UNDP) is saddened by 
the demise of  Yashikala Jamir, 
wife of NI Jamir.

In a condolence message, 
President UNDP Hotongse 
Sangtam said Jamir was a wom-
an of courage, caring, thought-
ful, gentle, rare virtue, enduring 
and an inspiring Naga woman. 

While expressing sympa-
thy to the bereaved family, 
Sangtam conveyed that his 
thoughts and prayers will be 
always with her.

LSWO elects new teamPurana bazaar notifies 
ration card holders
Dimapur, Oct. 21 (EMN): 
Purana bazar GB Ntongsi 
Ngullie has informed all 
PHH ration card holders 
of  Purana Bazaar that 
there will be a distribution 
of  PHH rice on Oct. 23 at 
the council hall. All con-
cerned have been asked to 
collect according to time 
mentioned.

Model colony-7 to 10 
a.m., Jorapukhri-10 to 

11 a.m., New colony-11 
a.m. to 12 noon, Mt view 
colony–12 noon to 1 p.m., 
Middle colony- 1 to 2p.m. 
and High school colony-2 
to 3 p.m. 

It also infromed that 
after the distribution there 
will be a meeting of  Food 
Management Commitee. 
All committee members 
have been requested to at-
tend positively.

Dimapur, Oct. 21 (EMN): 
The Lazami Social Welfare 
Organisation, Kohima has 
elected new team of  office 
bearers for the tenure 2017-
2022 during its 45th anni-
versary cum parting social 
held on Oct. 14 at Sithie 
Park, Tsiesama Basa. 

The new tenure team 
will be led by Ngukato K 
Tsuipu as president, Aqhe-
bo Swu as vice president, 
Kitoho Swu as general 
secretary, Kavili Achumi 

as joint secretary, Vitolu 
Swu as finance secretary, 
Vikato Swu as statistical 
secretary, Akhavi Tsuipu 
as representative to ASKK 
and Dr. I Simon Sumi as 
banker. 

During the meet, the 
new team also felicitated 
the outgoing team, for ren-
dering their services and 
contributions towards the 
organisation and wished 
them success in their future 
endeavours.

Dimapur, Oct. 21 (EMN): 
In compliance with the 
party constitution provi-
sion under Article XXV 
Clause 2 and 10 as recom-
mended by Disciplinary 
Action Committee, the 
president of  Bharatiya Ja-
nata Party Nagaland State 
president has expelled 

Khriezovolie Kesiyie and 
Seyiekhrielie Nagi from 
both primary and active 
membership of  the party 
for their anti-party activi-
ties with immediate effect. 
This was informed though 
a press release from State 
BJP general secretary, 
Eduzu Theluo.  

Dimapur, Oct. 21 (EMN): 
In pursuance to the deci-
sion of  the State Executive 
Committee, the Home 
department (NSDMA) 
has informed that the ad-
ministration and disburse-
ment of  fund under the 
State Disaster Response 
Fund/National Disaster 
Response Fund shall be 
carried out according to 
the damaged data affected 
by natural calamity or pan-
demic/epidemic are to 
be submitted to NSDMA 
through the DDMAs and 
concerned line depart-
ments. 

Disbursement of  fund 
in regard to the line depart-
ment shall be done through 

the DDMAs at the district 
level instead of  through 
the line department.

It also informed that 
during the disbursement to 
the beneficiaries at the dis-
trict level, the concerned 
line department’s district 
level officers may be co-
opted as members during 
the disbursement.

Disbursement related 
to the line department 
released to the DDMAs 
may also be informed to 
the line department in or-
der to depute or inform the 
district level officers to the 
DDMAs for disbursement 
and coordination while 
releasing the fund to ben-
eficiaries.

measures and legislations so that 
they would be able to counsel and 
amicably settle simple disputes at the 
source itself.    

Yeptho highlighted the objective 
of  the Legal Services to Victim of Dis-

aster Scheme, 2016 is to provide legal 
services to the victims of disaster both 
manmade and natural by building a 
platform for early recovery through 
coordination with the Government 
departments and NGOs.

He further highlighted that the 
Legal Services to Senior Citizens 
Scheme, 2016 which aimed to ensure 
that the senior citizens live a life of  
dignity and enjoy all the benefits and 
facilities.

 Panel Lawyer Sentinaro Long-
char spoke on Right to Informtaion 
Act, Juvenile Justice Act, Child 
Friendly Legal Services to Chil-
dren and their Protection Scheme 
2015, while Retainer Lawyer I Im-
kongJamir, shared on Protection of  
Women from Domestic Violence Act 
2005 and basic rights. 

After the programme the PLVs of  
Tuli visited the Grace Rehabilitation 
Centre at Tuli.
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Kindergarten students of Straightway School presen ng a dance at the parents’ day celebra on. EM Images

DGP Nagaland, LL Doungel, honouring the martyred police personnel on the occasion of Police 
Commemora on Day at New Police Reserve, Phesama, on October 21.

EM Images

Commissioner of Police, Dimapur, Limasunep Jamir, and Rajya Sabha 
MP, KG Kenye, addressing the 50 years celebra on of DNYO on 
October 21.

EM Images

Commissioner and Secretary of Municipal Affairs, M Pa on, with the DC Dimapur, Kesonyu Yhome, during 
the mee ng with district administra on, AEROs and poli cal par es on October 20.

Teachers a ending the orienta on on learning outcomes for in-
service government elementary teachers at Ura Academy Hall Kohima 
on October 20, 2017.

Students of School of Agricultural Sciences and Rural Development (SASRD), Medziphema Campus, along with the faculty members and other 
guests on the occasion of 40th founda on day celebra on.

Corruption begins with sale of votes: Jamir State observes Police Commemoration Day

‘Clean election starts with clean electoral roll’

Teachers get orientation on learning outcomes

Straightway school celebrates parents’ day

NRMSATA-2016 calls off agitation

NUSU (L) seeks clarification

ENCSU refutes clarification

Staff Reporter 
Dimapur, Oct. 21 (EMN): 
Coming down strongly on 
the practice of  selling votes 
during elections, which 
has largely contributed to 
corruption in the society, 
Commissioner of  Police, 
Dimapur, Limasunep 
Jamir, said ‘We do not de-
serve good roads neither 
do we have the right to 
good infrastructure for our 
growth and development.’ 

Speaking at the 50th 
years celebration of  
Diphupar Naga Youth 
Organisation (DNYO) as 
the guest of  honour at the 
‘Inspiration session’ on 
October 21, Jamir urged 
upon the public to deeply 
introspect in this area of  
corruption.

Pointing out at the po-
litical instability and lack 
of  governance in many 
spheres, Jamir acquiesced 
that we are all equally re-
sponsible for the prevailing 
situation. He minced no 
words in saying that there 
is nepotism, favouritism 
and so many ‘isms’ that is 
affecting us. 

Stating that Nagas as 
‘socialistic society’ based 

on community that is sup-
ported on social capital is 
not in sync, he lamented 
that those values are gradu-
ally diminishing and are 
becoming more and more 
capitalistic and greedy and 
individualistic. He has par-
ticularly made reference 
with the Village Develop-
ment Board (VDB) which 
has become a tussle to be 
the secretary.

Taking opportunity of  
the occasion, he questioned 
on the state of  affairs in the 
Naga society on the politi-
cal, social, economic, tech-
nological and educational.

“We need to reflect 
upon these issues because 

the larger piece of  Naga 
unity depends on the con-
tribution of  each one of  
us. Today we see lots of  
political uncertainty and 
instability and we are stuck 
thinking why there are so 
many social disturbances 
in our society,” Jamir said.

“We have to overcome 
the limitations- the limita-
tions that we have in our 
minds and thoughts, limi-
tations of   bias, tribalism 
of ‘isms’- if  we are to build 
larger unity. These are limi-
tations that does not build 
or construct the narrative 
of  positive thinking which 
actually brings division 
among us,” he added.

In order to build a polit-
ically social durable order, 
he has suggested inculcat-
ing understanding and uni-
ty, tolerance with each oth-
er, and be a good narrative 
in the spirit of  oneness. He 
has also advocated “simple 
living and high thinking” 
for an egalitarian society. 

Emphasising on the is-
sue of  illegal immigrant, 
Jamir persuaded that it is 
time we should take con-
trol of  our economy. “I 
strongly believe that we as 
a state, with our budget, 
if  we were to use it judi-
ciously there are enough 
for each and every one of  
us.” But at the same time 
he reminded that ‘there 
is never enough for one’s 
greed.’  

He was of  the view 
that if  we start from small-
ploughing our fields, tak-
ing care of  small shops, 
of  trade and commerce, 
than the issue of  illegal 
immigrants will also be 
addressed. He said today 
the problem with Naga 
economy is that a lot of  the 
money that comes is not 
circulating within Naga-
land but goes out because 

business is controlled by 
outsiders. In this regard, 
he has suggested develop-
ing mechanisms so that the 
money circulates within 
our Naga society to build a 
strong economy. 

He has attributed 
Diphupar village as a 
unique model for the other 
communities and colonies 
to emulate. Stating that all 
community co-exist and 
live in unity, he said it is 
indeed a model village for 
others to understand and 
emulate. 

In the same pro-
gramme, Rajya Sabha 
MP, KG Kenye, attributed 
Diphupar as a ‘doorway of  
the state to the future.’ Re-
membering the past Naga 
legends, who were daring 
in the war front. He has 
compared the past with 
the present situation and 
remembered the martyr’s 
who lost their lives. 

Being a Christian 
state, he remarked ‘we 
are people of  God who 
are blessed with so much 
talent. He said we need to 
discover what is inside us 
and look back at what we 
are capable of.  

Our Correspondent
Kohima, Oct. 21 (EMN): 
Nagaland police on Satur-
day joined the rest of  the 
nation in observing ‘Police 
Commemoration Day’ by 
conducting a ceremonial 
parade at New Police Re-
serve, Phesama.

Floral tributes were 
paid to the 383 police per-
sonnel across India who 
had sacrificed their lives 
for the security and safety 
of  the country during the 
period from September 1, 
2016 to August 31, 2017. 
No personnel from Naga-
land police died while on 
duty during this period, it 
was informed.

Director General of  
Police (DGP) Nagaland, 
LL Doungel, who took the 

salute at the commemora-
tive parade, highlighted in 
brief  the significance of  
the day. He said Oct. 21 
every year is observed as 
Police Commemoration 
Day across the country as 
a mark of  respect to the 
brave police martyrs who 
had laid down their lives 
for the nation.

The history of  the 
day traces back to Oct. 
21, 1959, when a CRPF 
patrol, led by SI Karam 
Singh, was ambushed by 
the Chinese forces at Hot 
Springs, Ladakh and 10 
jawans were killed while 
seven were held captive.

Doungel highlighted 
that in the following year 
in 1960, at the annual con-
ference of  Inspectors Gen-

eral of  Police of  states and 
Union Territories, it was 
decided that October 21 
would be observed as Com-
memoration Day every 
year throughout the coun-
try to mark the memory of  
those martyred policemen 
and also all other police 
personnel killed on duty 
during the year to honour 
their bravery and supreme 
sacrifice.

The DGP, on the occa-
sion, exhorted the police 
personnel to be prepared to 
give their best in the service 
of  the people.

He read out the roll of  
honour of  the 383 person-
nel and the Roll was later 
placed on the cenotaph at 
the parade ground in New 
Police Reserve, Phesama.

Dimapur, Oct. 21 
(EMN): Commissioner-
Secretary of   Municipal 
Affairs, M Patton, who is 
also the E-roll Observer 
for Dimapur district held 
a meeting with the district 
administration, AEROs 
and political parties re-
garding the special sum-
mary revision of  E-Roll in 
the DC’s conference hall 
on October 20.

Briefing the officials, 
Patton said that the proc-
ess of  conducting clean 
election starts with clean 
electoral roll. He felt that 
Dimapur, being a heteroge-
neous society comprising 
of  different tribes and com-

munities, may face certain 
difficulties compared to 
other districts during the 
process. Stating that rules 
are the same for the whole 
country, he appealed the 
officials involved in the 
process to adhere to the 
rules and guidelines of  the 
Election Commission. 

Expressing concern 
over the low enrolment of  
young eligible voters, he 
called for rectification of  
abnormalities in the E-roll 
in the district. He appealed 
to all political parties to 
give special attention to 
the period of  filling claims 
and objections which has 
been allotted from Oc-

tober 3-31. He asked the 
political parties to be more 
sincere during the period 
in order to avoid any prob-
lem in future. 

Patton also apprised on 
the importance of  BLAs 
who are to be appointed by 
the political parties to assist 
the BLOs during the elec-
tion process. 

During the meeting, 
AEROs shared their prob-
lems and the anomalies 
detected in their respec-
tive polling stations and 
also measures undertaken 
to correct the same. The 
meeting was conducted by 
Deputy Commissioner, Di-
mapur, Kesonyu Yhome.

Kohima, Oct. 21 (EMN): 
An orientation on learn-
ing outcomes for in-service 
government elementary 
teachers was held today 
under the aegis of  Edu-
cational Block Resource 
Centre (EBRC), L Khel 
Kohima village, in collabo-
ration with District Mis-
sion Authority Sarva Shik-
sha Abhiyan (DMA SSA), 
Kohima, at Ura Academy 
Hall.

Addressing the teach-
ers from 39 government 
schools under EBRC L 
Khel, SDEO Kohima cum 
chairman, Talinganla said 
teachers need different 
trainings for better per-

formance and to refresh 
and update themselves to 
provide quality education.

She informed that 
learning outcomes have 
been developed at the 
national level and has 
to mandatorily imple-
ment from academic ses-
sion 2017-18 across the 
country. She added that 
learning outcomes aims 
to enhance the quality of  
learning in schools by ena-
bling teachers to ascertain 
learning skills more accu-
rately and take corrective 
steps without delay and 
provide effective learning 
opportunities to all stu-
dents including children 

Dimapur, Oct. 21 (EMN): 
With major chunk of  
Gross Domestic Product 
(GDP) at 29.72% in Na-
galand is contributed by 
agricultural produce, Prin-
cipal Secretary and APC, 
T Imkonglemba Ao, has 
called for more efforts 
when compared with a war 
torn country like Vietnam 
which contributes about 
75% to its GDP from agri-
culture alone. As the State 
has become self  sufficient 
in almost all crops except 
rice, he hope to achieve the 
same by 2020.

Speaking at the 40th 
foundation day celebra-
tion of  School of  Agricul-
tural Sciences and Rural 
Development (SASRD), 
Medziphema Campus, on 
October 20, Imkonglemba 
Ao said agriculture devel-
opment has to be achieved 
with inclusive, intensive, 
integrated agriculture 
broadly meaning inclusive 
of  traditional knowledge, 
and time tested climate re-
silient crops in the various 
micro watersheds (3541in 
number). He also stressed 
on the need to change 
the old mindset of  farm-
ers and persuade them to 
be in sync with the newly 
evolved technology. 

Besides, he also in-
sisted on development of  
manpower in agriculture 
economics as agriculture 
managers so that proper 
value chain is developed 
for traditional crops. 

He said much has been 
achieved with hard work 

Our Correspondent
Mokokchung, Oct. 21 
(EMN): Straightway 
School, Mokokchung, cel-
ebrated its annual parents’ 
day with S Arenla Long-
kumer, principal of  Fazl 
Ali College, Mokokchung, 
as the chief  guest in the 
school campus.

In her speech, Arenla 
compared the home to a 
full department where all 
the departments of  dis-
cipline, beauty, law and 
above all, love forms the 
basic ingredients to bring 
them as social assets. She 
further stated that parents 

should take full responsi-
bility to rear the God-given 
children instead of  relying 
on others or handing them 
over to computers, televi-
sions and tutors.

“Today’s parents do care 
about clothing their children 
with their physical needs 
but it is time for parents to 
clothe their children spiritu-
ally as they are God’s inher-
itance to us,” she added.

She appreciated the 
proprietor Dr. Aotemshi 
for the contribution and 
sacrifice towards the soci-
ety through the school. She 
also encouraged the teach-

ers to prepare the students 
beyond the classroom and 
further reminded the stu-
dents to fear the Lord and 
use their God-given gifts.

Earlier, the programme 
was chaired by Deepika, 
assistant teacher, while the 
welcome address was deliv-
ered by Dr. Awala Temshi, 
administrator. Speech on 
behalf  of  the parents was 
delivered by Visheli H.

The programme also 
witnessed presentations 
from Montessori and Kin-
dergarten to talent exhibi-
tions from ten different 
clubs of  the school. 

Dimapur, Oct. 21 (EMN): Following as-
surance from the concerned department 
to fulfil its demands, Nagaland Rashtriya 
Madhyamik Shiksha Abhiyan Teach-
ers’ Association (NRMSATA)- 2016 has 
called off  the ongoing agitation with im-
mediate effect.

NRMSATA central executives have 
decided to call off  its agitation after fruitful 
meeting with the concerned department.

In a joint press statement, the Asso-

ciation president, Vinoto Achumi, and 
the general secretary, Kezhothito Keyho, 
informed all the RMSA 2016 teachers to 
resume their classes from October 23 and 
continue to carry out their normal duties.

Meanwhile, the Association has ap-
preciated the department for its prompt 
response in crediting the much awaited 
salary of  the teachers. It hoped that the 
smooth transaction would continue in fu-
ture without any hindrance.

Dimapur, Oct. 21 (EMN): 
Nagaland University Stu-
dents’ Union, Lumami, 
(NUSU L) has sought 
clarification from the De-
partment of  Education on 
the recent disbursement of  
post-graduate scholarship 
on instalment basis for the 
year 2016-17.

NUSU (L), as repre-
sentative of  the student 
body, wished to know un-
der which policy of  the 
government the recent 
scholarship was issued on 
instalment basis and how 
has the policy applied to 
students in Nagaland. 

NUSU (L) president 
K Chumseli Anar and the 

general secretary Esther 
Lohe stated that most of  
the students depend on 
their scholarship for paying 
their admission fees, hos-
tel fees, books and other 
requirements, adding dis-
bursement of  scholarship 
on instalment basis not 
only deprive the students 
of  their rights but also ham-
pers the academic growth 
of  the student community.

NUSU (L) has request-
ed the concerned depart-
ment to give clarification 
on the issue at the earliest, 
failing which it cautioned 
the department and gov-
ernment would be held 
solely responsible.

Dimapur, Oct 21 (EMN): 
Reacting to clarification 
of  the Director of  Higher 
Education, Eastern Naga 
College Students’ Union 
(ENCSU) has demanded 
to see copy of  the directive 
given by the central minis-
try in ‘black and white’ as 
claimed by the director. 

ENCSU has also asked 
the department to clarify 
the five points demanded 
by the union as appeared in 
all the local dailies on Oc-
tober 18, if  the claim of the 
director was valid. It stated 
that unless the department 
comes up with fact and fig-
ures, the claim will be just 
another system of manipu-
lation. It, therefore, ques-

tioned the department as to 
how many years such ma-
nipulative system has been 
existing thereby victimising 
the students even to avail 
their rightful share.

Alleging that the de-
partment and government 
divert fund meant for the 
students scholarship for 
other purpose every year, 
the union affirmed not shy 
away but to stand and safe-
guards the interest of  the 
students community. 

ENCSU further asked 
the department to immedi-
ately justify the irregulari-
ties and the total amount 
withheld from the fund 
meant for disbursement of  
scholarship.

of  the officers in depart-
ments of  Agriculture and 
Veterinary in keeping with 
the various State policies 
and visions.

He also encouraged the 
alumni of  SASRD to play 
important role in bringing 
together the state policy 
makers and the university 
authority to work together 
for the development of  ag-
riculture. On the occasion 
of  its foundation day, he 
urged upon all to recommit 
themselves for the better-
ment of  the society.

The foundation day 
speaker, Dr. PS Lorin, 
principal of  Tetseo Col-
lege, Dimapur, urged the 

university to go forward for 
a new beginning to ‘Build 
a righteous generation’ 
and to unite and work to-
gether without any “ism” 
and with integrity. He said 
SASRD, which is now 
forty years old, with many 
alumni members who 
are well placed across the 
country and also abroad 
can contribute for further 
development of  SASRD 
wherever there is any short-
fall. He also pointed out 
that the campus, which is 
older than Nagaland Uni-
versity, should have world 
class infrastructure with 
appropriate facilities in or-
der to attract students from 

all over the country and the 
world. 

Director of  Agriculture, 
Helie Rupri-o, stressed on 
the need to develop indig-
enous technological knowl-
edge and preservation and 
conservation of  indigenous 
crops, while Dr. IP Khala, 
Director of  Veterinary & 
Animal Husbandry, en-
couraged for research on 
fodder crops and animal 
feeds which can be effi-
ciently converted to food 
for the state as well as the 
north east region thus ben-
efitting the farmers as well.

The Annual Alumni 
Award consisting of  a ci-
tation and cash prize of  

Rs 20,000 for the B. Sc. 
(Hons) Ag Topper 2017 
was awarded to Ms Bipa-
sha Dutta. 

The programme was 
chaired by Dr. L Tong-
pang Longkumer, Associ-
ate Professor and Head, 
Department of  Agronomy, 
while the invocation was 
offered by Dr. Razounein-
uo Zuyie and Prof. T Lanu-
sosang, Pro Vice Chancel-
lor, delivered the welcome 
address. Special numbers 
were presented by SASRD 
EU choir and Ms Nungs-
hitula Pongen and vote of  
thanks was delivered by 
Mhonbemo Ngullie, As-
sistant Librarian.

with special needs.
Stating that quality 

education is not only a na-
tional concern but also a 
global concern, the SDEO 
challenged all the teachers 
to come forward to act as 
an implementing instru-
ment in enhancing quality 
education.

In his introductory 
note, EBRC L Khel coor-
dinator, Visato Koso, said 
learning outcomes play a 
vital role in accessing the 
level of  learning know-how 
and therefore said it is the 
responsibility of  teachers 
to educate and impart all 
the necessary skills to the 
children from the elemen-
tary level in order to make 
them self-reliant.

Topics covered during 
the day-long orientation 
programme were con-
structivism and learning 
outcomes while the sub-
jects were English, Envi-
ronmental Science, Social 
Studies, Maths and Sci-
ence. The resource persons 
were Rachel, Peletono and 
Vizonielie.

EBRC L Khel Assist-
ant Coordinator Kajina 
Sote delivered the vote of  
thanks.
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Ningol Chakkouba : festival of Manipur 
celebrated across the state 

Assam CM stresses the need for quality education

Explosion on top floor of 
multi-storey building in Siliguri

Heroin seized

Police Commemoration Day observed in Mizoram

Incessant rain affects 
normal life in Northeast Congress ‘defectors’ in Manipur left in the lurch

Noise pollution level breached the 
normal standards on Diwali — MPCB

No one will be allowed to 
distort Assam’s map — Sonowal

Our Correspondent
Imphal, Oct. 21 (EMN): 
Amidst the seasonal driz-
zling, Ningol Chakkou-
ba—a festival of  Manipur 
during which married sis-
ters and daughters are in-
vited to grand feasts was 
celebrated across the state 
with gaiety here today.

Ningol means both 
married and unmarried 
daughters and  Chakkouba 
means an invitation for 
a traditional lunch at the 
parents or brothers’ house. 
Thus the festival is a special 
day for married women 
from the Manipuri society.

From early morning, 
married sisters and daugh-
ters have been visiting their 
mothers’ places wearing 
their finest and bringing the 
best fruits and sweets of  the 
season for their families.

In return, they were 
also presented gifts by their 
parents and brothers while 
the married sisters blessed 
their brothers for a long 
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prosperous life. It was fol-
lowed grand feasts that had 
various courses reflective 
of  the local cuisine in the 
forms of  fish curry.

As most of  the fami-
lies celebrated the festival, 
important roads leading 
to the state’s capital wore 
a deserted look during the 
festival on Saturday.

The festival is celebrat-
ed every year on the second 
day of  the lunar month 

of  Hiyanggei (October-
November). In short, this 
festival is celebrated to re-
new and strengthen family 
bonds.

History says the festival 
is said to have its origin in 
around 4th century when 
Queen Laisana began the 
trend of  inviting her broth-
er Poireiton to home for a 
feast. Initially, the festival 
was called as Piba (mean-
ing son) Chakkouba, but 

later it eventually became 
Ningol Chakkouba.

Over the years, local 
civil society organisations 
had also initiated Ningol 
Chakkouba of  all commu-
nities wherein daughters 
of  families belonging to 
different communities but 
married to Meitei com-
munity were invited for 
grant feasts besides giving 
presentations.

Meanwhile state Chief  

Minister N Biren Singh 
announced a new scheme 
‘CMgi  Laiyeng Shen’ 
(Chief  Minister’s medi-
cal assistance) under the 
Minorities, other backward 
classes(MOBC) department 
as a gift of  the festival to the 
widows belonging to the 
under privileged sections.

Under this new scheme 
each widow belonging to 
the MOBC and Schedule 
Castes (SC) will receive an 
amount up to Rs 15,000 
as reimbursement towards 
medical expenses every year. 

“This (new scheme) is 
a small gift from the new 
government to the beloved 
sisters and mothers on the 
occasion of  first Ningol 
Chakouba after the forma-
tion of  new government,” 
Biren said the eve of  the 
festival. “The government 
has also initiated the proc-
ess for a health insurance 
scheme for all the widows 
belonging to MOBC and 
SCs.”

Guwahati, Oct. 21 (PTI):  Assam 
Chief  Minister Sarbananda Sonowal 
has stressed the need for quality edu-
cation as it helps a person to become 
able, skilled and makes a society 
strong.

Sonowal said education is the guid-
ing force for a society and as such the 
state government has introduced ‘Gu-
notsav’ for quality education by which 
public representatives and government 
officers have been involved to evaluate 

quality education.
“Education is a means by which 

people below the poverty line can 
achieve success by acquiring necessary 
skills and the Assam government is 
committed to provide quality education 
to all”, he said at a function organised 
to provide scholarship to 100 students 
belonging to tea garden and other areas 
at Dibrugarh last evening.Sonowal said 
60,000 schools in the state have shown 
their inclination to ensure qualitative 

education.
Sonowal urged the teaching frater-

nity to help in moulding the behaviour 
of  students towards cleanliness to 
ensure the success of Swachh Bharat 
Abhiyan launched by Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi.

The chief  minister said all edu-
cational institutions should take the 
initiative in reforming society and the 
teaching fraternity should play a lead 
role in this direction.

Siliguri, Oct. 21 (PTI):  
An explosion led to a fire 
on the top floor of  a multi-
storey building near Pur-
nami Mandir on Sevoke 
Road here but there was 
no report of  any casualty.
Two fire engines rushed 
to the spot but the local 
people had almost doused 
the flames by then.

A fire brigade official 

claimed that deodorant 
bottles and firecrackers 
stored on the top floor of  
the 7-storey building led 
to the explosion.Police, 
however, have not con-
firmed the exact cause of  
explosion yet.

The incident created a 
panic among local people 
but no one was hurt, a 
police official said.

Aizawl, Oct. 21 (PTI):  
Fifteen grams of  heroin 
were seized from two per-
sons at Champai town by 
Mizoram Excise and Nar-
cotics department person-
nel, an official said today.
The contraband, valued 
at about Rs 50,000, was 
seized last night, the official 
said.Both the persons were 
arrested.

Aizawl, Oct. 21 (PTI):  Mizoram today 
observed Police Commemoration Day 
with top officers paying tributes to 383 
police personnel who laid down their lives 
while performing duties across the country 
between September 2016 and August 2017.

A ceremonial parade, organized on 
this occasion in Aizawl, was attended 
by state DGP Thianghlima Pachuau and 
other officers of  the state police.

They also laid wreaths on a memorial 
stone, set up as a mark of  respect to the 
martyred personnel, at the headquarters 
of  the first battalion of  the Mizoram 
Armed Police here.

Police Commemoration Day is ob-
served every year to honour the sacrifices 

of  10 officers who were killed by Chinese 
forces at Hot Springs, Ladakh, in 1959.

The Chinese Army personnel opened 
fire and hurled grenades at the police 
party of  20 personnel, led by sub-inspec-
tor Karam Singh.

Ten were killed in the incident, seven 
were taken prisoners and the remaining 
managed to escape.

During the annual conference of  
Inspectors General of  Police of  states 
and union territories in January 1960, 
it was decided that October 21 would 
be observed as Police Commemoration 
Day throughout the country as a mark 
of  respect to all personnel who laid down 
their lives in the line of  duty.

Agartala/Guwahati, Oct. 
21 (IANS):  Normal life 
was badly affected in most 
parts of  the northeastern 
region due to the incessant 
rains since Thursday due 
to a hyperactive depres-
sion in the Bay of  Bengal, 
officials said.

Officials of  India Me-
teorological Department 
(IMD) predict that due to 
the depression, the rains ac-
companied by a light squall 
would continue till Sunday.

L o w  l y i n g  a r e a s , 
patches of  roads, paddy 
fields and several houses 
were inundated by the 
rain water in Tripura.

Incessant rainfall also 
continued in different 
parts of  Assam on Satur-
day, with brief  intervals at 

some places since Friday 
evening dampening the 
festive spirit.

An o f f i c ia l  o f  the 
Tripura Disaster Control 
Centre said though the 
water level in most of  riv-
ers in Tripura is heavily 
increased, they are flowing 
below the danger level.

Tripura Revenue and 
Relief  Minister  Badal 
Choudhury and Urban 
Development Minister 
Manik Dey, accompanied 
by officials, visited some 
rain affected areas and as-
sessed to take some future 
measures to check inunda-
tion of  water.

The IMD off ice  in 
Agartala recorded 157 
mm rainfall since Friday 
morning.

“A light to moderate 
rain occurred at most plac-
es over Arunachal Pradesh, 
Assam, Meghalaya, Ma-
nipur, Mizoram and Tripu-
ra with isolated heavy rain-
fall in Arunachal Pradesh, 
Assam, Meghalaya and 
Tripura along with isolated 
very heavy rainfall in Aru-
nachal Pradesh and Assam 
and light rain occurred at 
most places over Nagaland 
during the last 24 hours,” 
said a senior official of  the 
Regional Meteorological 
Centre at Guwahati on 
Saturday.

“ H e av y  a n d  v e r y 
heavy rain fall at isolated 
places were predicted over 
Arunachal Pradesh, As-
sam and Meghalaya on 
Sunday too,” he said.

Imphal, Oct.21 (IANS): Manipur 
opposition leader and former Chief  
Minister for 15 years Okram Ibobi 
Singh and other senior Congress 
leaders are upbeat that six party 
MLAs who had joined the ruling 
BJP are left holding empty sacks.

The six have been denied min-
isterial berths and most of them are 
likely to return to the party. 

Anticipating such a develop-
ment, the Congress did not ap-
proach Speaker Y. Khemchand 
with a disqualification petition 
against them. 

Ibobi told IANS on Saturday 
that as a tactical move no action is 
being sought against them so far. 
“However we have gone to the High 
Court against the inordinate delay 
in disqualifying Forest Minister T. 
Shyamkumar, the Congress MLA 
who joined the BJP even before be-

ing sworn in as MLA. We are hope-
ful that the High Court will take up 
necessary steps,” Ibobi added. 

Sources said the Congress 
MLAs had crossed the floor on the 
tacit understanding that they will get 
ministerial berths. However, things 
are not running smoothly in the 
BJP-led coalition ministry sworn in 
on March 15. 

Health Minister L. Jayentaku-
mar had submitted his resignation 
but withdrew it later. Six of the 12 
Parliamentary Secretaries had re-
portedly submitted their resignations 
as they were miffed at the way the 
ministers had bypassed them. 

Chief  Minister N. Biren Singh 
said, “They had submitted resigna-
tions for alternative arrangements.”

On the six Congress MLAs 
who had joined the BJP, Biren said, 
“There was no bargaining chip like 

giving ministerial berths. They know 
that they have a good chance to get 
reelected in the next elections in view 
of  the good developmental works 
the government has done. This is 
the only reason for their joining the 
BJP.”

However Ibobi said, “The state 
government has not done anything 
new. What it has done is to give a 
new nomenclature to the schemes 
started by the Congress govern-
ment.”

In the 60-member House, the 
ruling Congress had bagged 28 seats 
while the BJP got 21 seats in the elec-
tions earlier this year. But by joining 
hands with some splinter parties the 
BJP commanded the support of 32 
and the Governor invited Biren to 
form the ministry. 

Ibobi says that as the single larg-
est party Governor Najma Heptulla 

should have given him a chance to 
form the ministry. The Congress 
“defectors” may not find it easy to 
come back now that the Congress 
national leaders have toughened 
their stand. Recently Congress 
leader Salman Khurshid said in 
Shillong, capital of  Meghalaya in 
the northeast, that those who had 
left the party shall not be welcomed 
back. 

“Some members who were 
given more than they deserved had 
left the party for personal gains 
and they are not welcome again,” 
Khurshid said.

Ibobi said, “It does not matter 
whether the Congress comes to 
power again or not now.” But he 
and other state leaders see light at 
the end of the tunnel as the Congress 
has started retrieving lost ground 
elsewhere in the country too.

Our Correspodent
Imphal,Oct. 21 (EMN):  
A n  a n a ly s i s  b y  M a -
nipur Pollution Control 
Board(MPCB) has shown 
that despite the cracker 
ban across the tiny hilly 
state, noise pollution lev-
els breached the normal 
standards on Diwali night. 
The state celebrates Di-
wali on Thursday. But it is 
also clear that without the 
ban on sale of  firecrack-
ers, the levels would have 
been far worse.

A huge difference has 
been seen in the report 
taken from four different 
places of  Imphal before 
and after Diwali from 
2pm to 10 pm, according 
to Chairman L Radhak-

ishore of  MPCB.
Besides drastic differ-

ence were seen on the 
voltage of  sound received 
at  MG Avenue before 
and after Diwali, Rad-
hakishore told reporters 
at the office of  Pollution 
Control Board, DC Com-
plex Lamphel here on 
Friday. The habit of  burst-
ing crackers on Diwali has 
created noise pollution 
and has led to various 
diseases.

He appealed to all to 
stop bursting crackers and 
different steps will be taken 
up at the earliest after ap-
praising the matter to the 
state Chief Minister.

Though there result of  
it’s finding is yet to be ana-

lysed, the content of  toxic 
chemicals in the atmosphere 
of Imphal city should not be 
lesser comparing to the past 
this time considering the 
recent activities besides noise 
pollution, Environmental 
Engineer Kh Premkanta of  
MPCB felt.

Unlike the previous year, 
the sound of blasting crack-
ers could be heard till late in 
the night at many parts of  
the Imphal city even though 
the district administration 
had issued banned on the 
playing crackers while cel-
ebrating the festival. Re-
ports claimed that different 
types crackers used in this 
year’s Diwali were imported 
through Moreh, the border 
town of Manipur.

G u w a h a t i ,  O c t  2 1 
(IANS):Assam Chief Min-
ister Sarbananda Sonowal 
on Saturday reiterated his 
government’s position that 
the map of the state will not 
be allowed to be distorted at 
any cost and that the territo-
rial integrity of the state will 
be protected.

While speaking at a 
public meeting in Sonari of  
Charaideo district on Satur-
day, Sonowal said the newly-
carved Charaideo district 
was very much on the gov-
ernment’s priority list and 
that the state government 
had been taking a series of  
steps for its infrastructural 
development.

Sonowal’s statement as-
sumes significance consider-
ing the fact that several civil 
society groups have been 
expressing their apprehen-
sion over the framework 
agreement between the gov-
ernment of  India and the 

NSCN (IM).
Some NSCN (IM) lead-

ers have on record stated that 
the framework agreement 
signed last year accepted 
integration of  all Naga-in-
habited areas.

Sonowal further said 
updation process of the Na-
tional Register of  Citizens 
(NRC) was being carried out 
in the state as per the direc-
tion of the Supreme Court 
of India.

“However, certain forces 
are trying to create confusion 
and fear psychosis among 
the people. Government 
will ensure that all genuine 
citizens are included in the 
NRC and there is no need to 
worry about,” he said.

Underscoring his gov-
ernment’s four-point ob-
jective of  making the state 
free from the scourge of  
pollution, corruption, ter-
rorism and immigration, 
Sonowal said his govern-

ment’s operation against 
corruption would continue 
full throttle to provide dig-
nified life to the people of  
the state.

He also called for con-
certed efforts from the peo-
ple at large as well as the 
four pillars of  democracy 
towards the government’s 
bid to make Assam free from 
corruption.

Recalling Prime Min-
ister Narendra Modi’s 
emphasis on transforming 
the North East as the new 
growth engine of the coun-
try, Chief Minister Sonowal 
said his government had 
been working resolutely to 
reap rich dividends from the 
Act East Policy.

He also said that for 
the development of  skilled 
human resources, the state 
government would set up 
skill development centres 
in every village of  the 
state.
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Now, Air India looks for Rs 1,500 cr short term loans

BAN to organise international trade expo

Parliamentary secretary Eshak Konyak along with department officials at the inauguration of Art and 
Culture office in Longleng on October 20.

Nagaland international trade expo team with the State Governor.

Rev. Dr. Sydney Henry (right) with the translator Biju Matthew on day-
three of the ongoing 48th national convention of the Indian Evangelical 
Mission (IEM) at DABA on October 21.

Organisers and judges of the festival with special guest Rev. Dr. M Savi at the inter-school choral festival on 
October 14.

School children at the solo wildlife photographs exhibition at Nagaland Zoological Park.

WhatsApp to soon give more 
powers to group administrators

Mission oriented activities mark 
IEM national convention on day-3

Indian, Russian firms sign 
agreement for IT solutions

GPS Changtongya 
‘B’ celebrates jubilee

Legislator inaugurates office in Longleng ANPSA Dimapur organises 
inter-school choral festival 

NZP hosts wildlife photographs exhibition 
San Francisco, Oct. 21 
(IANS): The administrators 
on WhatsApp groups will 
soon be able to choose if other 
participants can modify the 
subject of the group, its icon 
and its description.

According to Wabetainfo.
com, a fan site that tests new 
WhatsApp features early, the 
Facebook-owned messaging 
platform has submitted this 
new update through Google 
Play Beta Programme in the 
version 2.17.387.

WhatsApp has also an-
nounced advanced features 
for improved group manage-
ment, including a tool that 
will prevent the group creator 
to be deleted from the group 
by other administrators, the 
report said on Friday.

“WhatsApp Inc. has invit-
ed you to a testing programme 
for an unreleased version of  
the WhatsApp Messenger 
app. As a tester, you’ll receive 
an update that includes a test-

ing version of the WhatsApp 
Messenger app. Please note 
that testing versions may be 
unstable or have a few bugs,” 
read the description available 
on Google Play Store.

The improved group 
management features and 
all upcoming group improve-
ments have been disabled for 
now. The feature will be avail-
able once WhatsApp enables 
it for all users.

Recently, reports said that 
WhatsApp’s much antici-
pated “unsend” feature will 
be soon rolled out to all users. 
According to WABetaInfo, 
the messaging app is finally 
testing the “Delete for Every-
one” feature.

“The server finally works 
and it successfully recalls the 
message. It will be remotely 
enabled later and seen that 
WhatsApp ‘enabled’ their 
servers for the Delete for Eve-
ryone feature, it may really 
be enabled soon,” said WA-

BetaInfo in a tweet recently.
With this feature, the users 

will be able to recall or unsend 
texts, images, videos, GIFs, 
documents, quoted messages 
and even status replies within 
a five-minute window.

WhatsApp will also fa-
cilitate instant money transfer 
via the Unified Payments 
Interface (UPI) transaction 
system soon.

According to WABetaIn-
fo, WhatsApp was finally giv-
ing shape to its plans towards 
bank-to-bank transfer using 
the UPI system.

In  the  new vers ion 
‘2.17.295’ through the Goog-
le Play Beta Programme, it 
says: “WhatsApp Payments: 
the immediate bank-to-bank 
transfer with UPI.”

With over 1.2 billion 
monthly active users, What-
sApp is available in more than 
50 different languages around 
the world and in 10 Indian 
languages.

Dimapur, Oct. 21 (EMN): 
Nagaland Zoological Park 
(NZP) hosted a solo exhi-
bition of  wildlife photo-
graphs by Onenjungshi Ao, 
an upcoming local wildlife 
photographer who is also 
working as a photogra-
pher in the Chief  Wildlife 
Warden’s Office under De-
partment of  Environment, 
Forest & Climate Change, 
on October 21. 

The exhib i t ion in-
cluded many important 
bird species of  the region. 
Till date, Onenjungshi has 
documented about 20 spe-
cies of  free ranging birds 
within Nagaland Zoologi-
cal Park. Photographs of  
captive wildlife of  the park 
captured by Onenjungshi 
were also exhibited. 

The main objective of  
the exhibition was to cre-
ate awareness about In-
dia’s rich biodiversity and 
its importance to environ-
ment, its role in ecology 
and our role in conserva-
tion. The exhibition was a 
grand success and received 
well by the visitors of  the 

• To foster trade, commerce 
and cultural relations 
especially with ASEAN 
countries.

• To exhibit Nagaland’s 
potential and provide a 
window to the various 
business opportunities 

available in the state.
• To sensitise consumers 

about latest innovations 
in products and services 
of  consumer durables, 
financial institutions and 
other organizations of  
trade and commerce.

It also informed that 
business summit would be 
held on November 28 and 
29 at the venue. The sum-
mit would deliberate on 
various aspects concerning 
the local economy and also 
trade potentials with neigh-
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New Delhi, Oct. 20 (PTI): 
Disinvestment-bound Air 
India has sought proposals 
for short term loans worth 
Rs 1,500 crore to meet 
“urgent” working capital 
needs, according to a docu-
ment.

This is the second time 
in little over a month that 
the flagship carrier has 
floated tenders for short 
tenure loans even as the 

government is working 
on the modalities for the 
stake sale. The debt-laden 
carrier, which is surviving 
on taxpayers’ money, is bat-
tling multiple headwinds, 
including financial woes 
and stiff  competition.

In a document issued 
on October 18, Air India 
said it is looking for “gov-
ernment guarantee backed 
Indian Rupee short term 

loans totalling up to Rs 
1,500 crore to meet its ur-
gent working capital re-
quirements”.

The loan would have 
a tenure up to June 27, 
2018 from the date of  being 
availed and the deadline 
could be extended.

“The amount of  Rs 
1,500 crore will be drawn 
in one -three tranches... 
The Government of  India 

guarantee, is valid up to 
June 27, 2018 or till the 
date of  disinvestment,” the 
document said.

With regard to the loan, 
the carrier has requested 
banks to submit their fi-
nancial bids along with the 
amount they are willing to 
provide by October 26.

“Air India would like 
to draw the short term loan 
within three working days 
after awarding the accept-
ance letter to the successful 
bank/s,” the document 
said. Last month also, the 
airline had sought propos-
als for short-term loans 
of  up to Rs 3,250 crore to 
meet urgent working capi-
tal requirements.

It could not be immedi-
ately ascertained whether 
the airline received ade-
quate response for the doc-
ument floated last month.

As part of  a turnaround 
plan approved by the previ-

ous UPA regime, Air India 
is to receive up to Rs 30,231 
crore from the government 
subject to meeting certain 
performance thresholds.

The 10-year bailout 
package began from 2012.

The embattled carrier 
has received around Rs 
26,000 crore under the 
package so far.

In June this year, the 
Cabinet Committee on 
Economic Affairs (CCEA) 
gave its in-principle nod to 
the strategic disinvestment 
of  the airline -- which has 
a debt burden of  more than 
Rs 50,000 crore.

A ministerial group is 
now working on the dis-
investment modalities, in-
cluding treatment of  Air 
India’s unsustainable debt, 
hiving off  of  certain as-
sets to a shell company, 
demerger and strategic dis-
investment of  three profit-
making subsidiaries.

New Delhi, Oct 21 (IANS) India and Russia have signed an 
agreement to cooperate in Information Technology and the 
projects in the agreement include cooperation in Smart City 
projects, cyber security and e-governance, officials said.

The agreements were signed by Russian RusITExport 
(RITE), a key integrator of top Russian IT solutions in the 
global market, and Indian firm Aark Infosoft Pvt Ltd. for 
development of complex IT projects in India.

The agreements were signed in Dubai at the GITEX 
Information Technology Forum held earlier this month, in 
the presence of the Indian Ambassador to UAE.

The first stage of the implementation of the agreement 
will be the development of a road map, Russian officials 
said.

As per the MoU, the companies will cooperate in the 
Smart City projects in three cities in India but the names 
were not revealed. The two sides will also cooperate on de-
velopment of cyber security systems and electronic elections, 
which refers to electronically conducted election process, 
including security solutions. 

“The Indian IT market is one of the fastest growing in 
the world. The region is actively developing and cooperat-
ing with other countries in the digital economy. Despite the 
high competition from local developers of IT solutions, we 
see that Russian IT solutions in the fields of  Smart City, 
Cybersecurity and E-Government, which have successful 
implementation in the Russian Federation, are of great inter-
est and are already finding potential customers in India,” said 
Evgeniy Matveev, CEO of RITE.

A statement from RITE said the two sides also discussed 
current trends in IT and communications, the need to de-
velop IT infrastructure in India and possible joint projects 
aimed at implementing Russian IT solutions in India.

Dimapur, Oct. 21 (EMN): 
Various mission oriented 
activities and Bible study 
marked the 3rd day of  the 
48th national convention 
of  the Indian Evangelical 
Mission (IEM), which is 
underway at DABA. 

In the morning session, 
Rev. Dr. Sydney Henry, 
OMF International Direc-
tor, East Asia South, led 
the Bible Study. Basing on 
1 Thessalonians Chapter 
2 and 3, he reminded the 
congregation that the full-
ness of  Christ kindles the 
heart of  the messenger by 
giving him/her a heart of  
boldness, integrity, gentle-
ness and one that is blame-
less and also a heart for 
his/her disciples. 

This  was  fo l lowed 
by workshop on Vision 
Building Team (VBT) and 
Kingdom Builders. The 
workshop highlighted the 
importance of  believers 
volunteering to participate 

exhibition and wished him 
more success in the future 
too.

park. The exhibition will 
be continued till October 
22 where many more 
visitors are expected to 
view the exhibition.

It was the first exhi-
bition in the Park by an 
individual. With an aim 
to create more awareness 
about wildlife wealth, the 
Park has assured to sup-
port such activities. 

Se n t i c hu ba  A ie r, 
Director of  Nagaland 
Zoological Park, con-
veyed his appreciation 
to the photographer for 
his contribution towards 
conservation awareness 
and also congratulated 
him on his first ever solo 

bouring countries. There 
would be various sessions 
and expert panelists would 
be invited to speak and give 
presentations. Stakeholders 
will also be invited to par-
ticipate in the discussions.

The participants would 
include local entrepreneurs, 
companies from Northeast 
and mainland India, corpo-
rations – national small in-
dustries corporation, State 
government departments, 
neighbouring countries, 
artisans and craftsmen.

The expo would fo-
cus on textiles, packaging, 
agriculture, construction, 
consumer appliances, agro-
bamboo, and automobile.

The expo team com-
prised of  Dr. Yan Murry as 
convener, Hongba Phom as 
co-convener, Dr Limanun-
gla Longkumer as expo 
coordinator, Naomi as as-
sistant expo coordinator, 
and Dr. Lanusangla Tzudir 
as business summit coor-
dinator.

Dimapur, Oct. 21 (EMN): Government Primary 
School (GPS), Changtongya ‘B,’ celebrated its golden 
jubilee (1967-2017) on October 19 at the school cam-
pus with ADC, Longleng, Temsuwati, as the chief  
guest.

Speaking at the programme, Temsuwati called 
upon the teachers to impart quality education with 
innovative ideas and give the students a good founda-
tion for their future career. He advised the teachers to 
mould the students to become responsible citizen in 
the society adding that they need constant care and 
guidance at this stage. 

He also appealed the WEC to play an important 
role in the day to day functioning of  the school to 
make the school better. The chief  guest later released 
the golden jubilee souvenir.

SDO (C), Changtongya, Chumlamo Humtsoe, 
and chairmen of  PWD Ward, Medical Ward and 
Church Ward also exhorted the gathering. 

PT, R Anungla Aier chaired the programme. 
Teacher Incharge of  GPS, Changtonya ‘B’, Lanu-
meren Longkumer and the convenor of  the golden 
jubilee planning cum fund raising committee, T Ali 
Longkumer delivered the welcome note and vote of  
thanks respectively. WEC member, T Anungla said 
the invocation prayer.

The school students presented the opening chore-
ography, while students of  GMS Longchara presented 
a special song and students of  GMS Changtongya ‘A’ 
presented an act in the programme.

Dimapur, Oct. 21 (EMN): 
St. John Higher Second-
a r y  S c h o o l  ( S J H H S ) 
has won the first prize 
of  the All Nagaland Pri-
vate Schools’ Association 
(ANPSA), Dimapur unit, 
inter-school choral festival 
held on October 14 at Lit-
tle Star Higher Secondary 
School sports complex, 
United North Block ‘B,’ 
Dimapur.

Pilgrim Higher Second-
ary School and El Shaddai 
Academy were declared 
second and third prize 
winners respectively, while 

Riverine Public School, 
Ura village was given the 
consolation prize. Alto-
gether 16 schools have par-
ticipated in the festival. 

The organising com-
mittee of  the festival were 
Nini Sekhose, chairperson 
of  Little Star Higher Sec-
ondary School, Dimapur, 
as convenor; along with 
Benisha Keppen, adminis-
trator of  Rincho Academy; 
Kethovinuo, headmistress 
of  Riverine Public School; 
Sister Benny, principal 
of  Assisi Higher Second-
ary School; and Sister 

Chantal, principal of  St. 
Clare Higher Secondary 
School, as members.

The judges for  the 
festival were Tiakumzuk 
Imchen, academic co-
ordinator of  Nagaland 
Conservatory of  Music; 
Kehodi Yoho, member of  
Coloured Keys; Abotoli 
Chishi, former member of  
Nagaland Chamber Choir; 
and Keneileo Neikha from 
Cantadil Music Centre.

Rev. Dr. M Savi, school 
coordinator of  NBCC and 
advisor of  ANPSA Cen-
tral, was the special guest.

Dimapur, Oct. 21 (EMN): 
Parliamentary secretary of  
Art and culture, handloom 
and handicraft, Eshak Hes-
sum Konyak, has inaugu-
rated the Art and Cultural 
office in Longleng on Oc-
tober 20 in the presence of  
department officials and 
staff  from Kohima, district 
administration, Phom Peo-
ple Council, and public of  

Longleng district. 
Delivering the inaugu-

ral speech, Konyak high-
lighted on the importance 
of  Art & Cultural depart-
ment in preserving one’s 
history and heritage and to 
guide the younger genera-
tion to know their own his-
tory which is fading away 
in today’s world. 

Stating that the open-

ing of  a district cultural 
office in Longleng is a big 
achievement for the Phom 
people, he was optimistic 
that the new office will 
cater to the needs of  the 
public. The chief  guest also 
called upon the staff  and 
officers to be sincere and 
dedicated in discharging 
their duties for the welfare 
of  the public.

Dimapur, Oct 21 (EMN): 
Business Association of  
Nagas (BAN), with the 
support of  the State gov-
ernment, has announced 
to organise the 1st Naga-
land International Trade 
Expo from November 24 
to 30 at NER Agri Expo, 
Dimapur.

A first of  its kind in Na-
galand, the seven-day expo 
will bring together business 
houses, entrepreneurs, and 
governments from Asian 
countries, India and Na-
galand.
The expo is being organ-
ised with the following 
objectives:
• To introduce entrepre-

neurs to new products, 
technologies and busi-
ness prospects and facili-
tate Business to Business 
(B2B) interactions.

• To provide a platform 
for promotion of  local 
products and services of  
entrepreneurs and small 
scale industries.

in missions. It also focussed 
on small group/mixed 
group of  people in taking 
the IEM vision to various 
places. 

Another impor tant 
component of  the work-
shop was the significance 
of  IT professionals making 
their work place as their 
mission field and therefore 
becoming Kingdom Build-
ers. 

The delegates were 

treated to a cultural ex-
travaganza in which dif-
ferent churches from Di-
mapur and participants 
from Doimukh, Arunachal 
Pradesh and DABA mis-
sion field, Dibang Valley 
from Arunachal Pradesh 
presented their cultural 
items. In the evening wor-
ship service, the message 
was brought by Rev. Dr. 
Raja Singh Elias, general 
secretary, IEM.
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Recap of the Current Nagaland Political Crisis

In Support of Nagaland PressWe all read about the plight of the local Press 
which was just published in local papers on 
17.10.2017. Nagaland Post, Eastern Mirror, 
Morung Express, Nagaland Page, Capi, Ao 

Milen and Tir Yimyim jointly disclosed how all of them 
continue to carry out their daily chores under ‘constant 
intimidation, pressure and coercion.’ The same article di-
vulged how ‘individuals and organisations’ used to dictate 
their terms on the media houses to publish or not to pub-
lish their stories. Beside, the drivers transporting the papers 
across the State are reportedly targeted to the extent of sub-
jecting to physical harassments. These are very serious and 
it should never be passed off as any ordinary news item or 
piece of information.

Media is the only public facility by which anyone ir-
respective of status, creed or region can ventilate one’s 
likes or dislikes on any given issue. Particularly, local 
news papers are the sole weapon for the downtrodden 
and voiceless majority through which we voice our con-
cerns since AIR or TV channels have its limitation from 

free access. More so, in absence of vibrant Opposition in 
Nagaland Legislative Assembly, local papers are the sole 
public mouthpiece and it has become more indispensable 
for protection of public interests and to use those as deter-
rent against abuse of power by people in authority. Local 
papers are like parents to a child who reports to the former 
when harmed sentimentally or physically believing in their 
ability to defend and react in revenge.

Subjugating the media houses to dance at the drum 
beats of those professional brigands, those professional 
State looters, those criminals and their professional abet-
tors who always look for sharing their spoils have been hell 
bent to silence and suppress the right voices in Nagaland 
are being allowed to rule the roost for decades. Committing 
murder by one is heinous crime, and foiling and scuttling 
the evidence on the act of murder by the other is equally 

heinous. Whereas, those murderers, professional thieves, 
rapists, abusers and those who are responsible for ruining 
Nagaland in respect of its land and resources, its economy, 
its tradition and culture and its faith are considered to be 
dynamic, capable and even those are worshipped. The ras-
cals, goons, crooks and liars are considered better and are 
commanding the society. Whereas, the honest, the humble 
and the altruists are branded as desperate, frustrate, anti-
unity and anti-people.

Be it the media, be it the philanthropic forums includ-
ing the conscientious individuals are always intimidated 
and threatened directly or indirectly by those who are zeal-
ously trying to completely seize Nagaland, privatize it and 
have free run over it. The people of Nagaland are brain-
washed clinically with effective psychological treatments 
by which people are badly embroiled in confusion as to 

what is truth and what is false. Thus the perpetrators have 
been fishing out of troubled waters. 

In the light of above, the Fourth Estate struggles to 
mitigate if  not eradicate such attempts on choking the 
democratic voices on behalf of the gullible public and due 
to which the media houses, their correspondents and their 
staff have to bear the brunt of it from anti-people elements 
as disclosed by themselves. Yet, it ironic to observe that no 
soul raises a voice in their support even after 4 days of its 
publication. This is the exact situation we are in today in a 
land that belongs to us. This is how we are easily handled 
and manhandled by perpetrators. 

In conclusion, I am suggesting to media houses to or-
ganise a Seminar on the safety of the press with concerned 
citizens in which more awareness about the predicaments 
being faced by them can be created and try to ensure Free-
dom of Press in Nagaland. As an individual and how in-
significant it may be, I unconditionally extend my solidar-
ity with the Press. May the Living God protect you.

Z. Lohe

Much has been said, discussed and 
written on the ongoing political cri-
sis in Nagaland. This statement tries 

to highlight as pointedly as possible the core 
points involved, for factual information of the 
esteemed citizens of the State.

There are two issues involved. One: Which 
NPF Party is the real NPF,- the one led by 
Dr.Shurhozelie Liezietsu or the other group 
led by Mr. Neiphiu Rio? Two: Is the present 
govt. under Mr. T R Zeliang a legitimate, le-
gal and constitutional govt.,- boiling down to 
the fundamental issue of whose ‘Whip’ is the 
legal and constitutional one to have been al-
lowed to be applied in the State Assembly to 
decide majority support of the MLAs? 

The litmus test for the two core issues are 
the application or violation of the relevant 
provisions of two Constitutions,- that of the 
NPF and the Tenth Schedule of the Constitu-
tion of India. Let us recap the facts. 
Legal Status of  the  President and Current NPF 

The NPF is a political party registered 
with and recognized by the Election Commis-
sion of India (ECI).

Filing of the Party’s Constitution with the 
ECI is one of the mandatory, prerequisite con-
ditions for the Party’s recognition by the ECI. 
Amendments to the Party’s Constitution, if  
any, are to be filed too with the ECI. In Party 
affairs, the Party Constitution has the force of  
law.

The NPF Constitution, last amended on 
9th February 2016 called, “ 8th Amendment 
to the Constitution”, is the legally instituted 
and prescribed “Guidebook” of the Party, to 
be followed in letter and spirit in all the func-
tioning and decision-making processes of the 
Party. Any action or decision taken in the 
name of the NPF outside of, or in violation of  
relevant provisions of the NPF Constitution 
is illegal and ultra vires as far as  the NPF is 
concerned.

Was the NPF Constitution amended 
surreptitiously and illegally as alleged by the 
detractors? Consider the hard facts. The 8Th 
Amendment of the Constitution now in 
vogue was in pursuance of a decision taken 
by the NPF General Convention held on 

26th November, 2014. In both the 7th and 8th 
amendment copies of the NPF Constitution, 
one of the specific powers vested in the Cen-
tral Executive Council is :

“To amend/repeal/alter the provisions of  
the various Schedules to the Constitution”. 
Then, very clearly, the Constitution stipulates:

“A Central Executive Council(CEC) 
meeting must be convened at least once in a 
calendar year which may substitute a General 
convention in times of exigencies”.

When needed, the NPF CEC can decide 
issues in place of a General Convention! All it 
takes is to have the decision ratified in the next 
General Convention,-if  required. In any case, 
the 8th Amendment of the NPF Constitution, 
approved by the CEC and notified on 9th Feb-
ruary 2016 was already in place and in use 
long before the 36 NPF MLAs led by Mr. T R 
Zeliang and Mr. Niphiu Rio started stabbing 
the back of the constitutionally elected NPF 
President in 2017, calling their benefactor all 
sorts of names.

Secondly, as alleged by thedissident NPF 
MLAs, did the Party President Dr. Shurhoze-
lie Liezietsuever act or take decisions in Party 
matters in a dictatorial or authoritarian man-
ner that precipitated their revolt against him? 
The NPF is a democratic Party and its Con-
stitution was adopted democratically. Within 
this Party Constitution, is the President re-
quired to act and decide issues as per its provi-
sions, or should he resort to extraneous con-
siderations outside the Constitution, such as 
so-called, ‘democratic norms’, ‘principles of  
natural justice’ etc. in violation of the clear 
constitutional provisions? We challenge the 
detractors to point out specific instances of  
violation of the provisions of the NPF Con-
stitution by the President. Resorting to cheap 
rhetoric without any substance or clear evi-
dence by the dissident MLAs simply to mis-
lead the public is indeed not only unfortunate 
but is highly deplorable.

The constitution and modality for election 
of the Party  COB, headed by the President, 
are clearly prescribed in the NPF Constitu-
tion, under Article iv 2.a),b),c); 5.a),b),c) and 

6. b), read with Article xii B.7. After observ-
ing the due process as prescribed by the NPF 
Constitution, they are to be elected in a Gen-
eral Convention by the Active Members(only) 
of the Party, present and voting.

In the instant case, the COB, headed by 
Dr. Shurhozelie Liezietsu as President, were 
elected unanimously by the NPF Active 
Members (5221) in the General Convention 
held on 26th November, 2014 for a 5-year term 
tenure. After the ‘Sovima Crisis”, in the Gen-
eral Convention that followed on 30th April 
2015, this position was re-affirmed. Relevant 
Party file records, newspaper clippings, photo-
graphs and video recordings will bear witness 
to the authenticity of the decisions taken in 
the Conventions. No General Convention of  
the NPF took place thereafter. As such, legally 
and factually, the validity of the COB with Dr. 
Shurhozelie Liezietsu as President of the NPF 
continues.   

36 MLAs, claiming to be in majority, 
‘elected’ an “Interim President” of the NPF 
and eventually made him the ‘President’ 
of the NPF in place of the duly and legally 
elected President, Dr. Shurhozelie Liezietsu. 
Of those 36 MLAs, 22 including Mr. T R Ze-
liang were expelled  from the NPF Party and 
as such, for the purpose of Party functioning, 
do not belong to the NPF fold anymore. In 
Party affairs, they cannot participate or claim 
to represent the NPF Party in any manner 
whatsoever.  Of the remaining 14 MLAs, 10 
were suspended from the Party’s Primary and 
Active Membership, and so do not have any 
voting rights or decision-making power within 
the NPF Party. Also, the Hon’ble MLAs still 
in the NPF should not forget that within the 
NPF Party, each of them has one vote only!

It is truly preposterous and ludicrous, to 
say the least, that those 36 MLAs in the name 
of majority Legislators had the audacity to 
subsume and appropriate for themselves the 
authority and powers of the NPF General 
Convention and army of Active Members, 
in flagrant violation of NPF Constitution to 

‘appoint’ Mr. Neiphiu Rio, another suspended 
member of the NPF, as the NPF President and 
‘invest’ him  with extra-constitutional powers 
to summon the NPF CEC meeting and  Gen-
eral Convention, as if  the NPF Constitution 
and the duly constituted Party organization 
did not exist at all.  And all this, in place of the 
legally and constitutionally elected President 
of the NPF Party, Dr. Shurhozelie Liezietsu 
and the COB, in a flagrant attempt to stage a 
coup d’e-tat.   

Going by the provisions of the 10th Sched-
ule of the Indian Constitution and relevant 
stipulations as laid down in the NPF Constitu-
tion, and looking at their actions so far, neither 
a splitnor a merger with some other political 
party, as of now, appears to bethe intention 
of the 36 MLAs and Mr. Neiphiu Rio. What 
they do want is to oust lock stock and barrel 
the duly elected and constituted COB headed 
by Dr. Shurhozelie Liezietsu, occupy the NPF 
House and snatch the NPF Cock symbol by 
any Machiavellianmeans possible at whatever 
the cost. Clearly, this is political laissez-faire of  
a most unprecedented magnitude. 
What do those with the True and valid NPF 
Constitutional Powers Say?

The relevant details of actual roll of the 
Members of the Central Executive Council 
and valid Active Members of the NPF across 
the board are all in the Party Central Office. 
The records show without a shadow of doubt 
that the overwhelming majority of the CEC 
Members and Active Members of the Party 
are solidly with the true and original NPF led 
by Dr. Shurhozelie Liezietsu.
Constitutional and Legal Validity of  

Without going into the manipulative cir-
cumstances leading to the installation and un-
constitutional continuance of  Mr. T R Zeliang 
as Chief Minister, and purely on the point of  
law in force, paragraph 2(1)(b) of the Tenth 
Schedule of the Indian Constitution explicitly 
underlines that ‘direction’ issued to the legisla-

tors to cast their votes in the House in a certain 
manner as decided by the Party is given by 
the Political Party to which they belong, and 
not by the Legislators themselves. Such ‘direc-
tion’ from the Political Party is issued through 
a ‘Whip’ among the Legislators appointed by 
the Political Party. If  an MLA votes or abstains 
from voting in the House contrary to the ‘di-
rection’ without prior permission of the Party, 
or if  he has voluntarily given up his member-
ship of his Political Party, then he will face the 
consequence of disqualification from his seat 
in the House(paragraph 2(1)(a)).

In the instant case, on 21 July 2017 when 
Floor Test took place in the Assembly, Mr. 
Kiyanilie Peseyie was the constitutionally 
appointed Chief Whip of the NPF Legisla-
ture Party and the  Party directive was issued 
through him to all the NPF MLAs. In blatant 
violation of  the Constitutional provision, 36 
dissident MLAs voted against the NPF Party 
directive given through its legally appointed 
Chief Whip. Obviously, it is just a matter of  
time before they eventually face the legal con-
sequences for deliberately violating the Consti-
tutional provision. Those 36 MLAs informed 
the Hon’ble Speaker that they had appointed 
Mr. T R Zeliang as Whip of the Legislature 
Party w.e.f. 4/7/2017. Once again, those 36 
MLAs subsumed and appropriated for them-
selves  the authority and power vested in the 
NPF Party by the Indian Constitution. Most 
astonishingly, the Hon’ble Speaker accepted 
the unconstitutional appointment of his own 
brother-in-law Mr. T R Zeliang as the Whip, 
rather than the standing appointment on 14th 
November 2014, of Mr. Kiyanilie Peseyie as 
Chief Whip in accordance to the Constitu-
tional provision and Parliamentary procedure.

And so, Mr. T R Zeliang’s unconstitu-
tional govt. continues to this day. But for how 
much longer? It surelyis just a matter of time. 
The house of cards built byMr. Neiphiu Rio 
and Mr. T R Zeliang, respectively as “Presi-
dent NPF Party” and Head of the Govt. of  
Nagaland will collapse and come tumbling 
down when the winds of justice begin to blow 
over them. 

Vilasielie Nakhro 

Seven Symptoms of a Prideful Heart

Pride is universal—something we all 
deal with, as ancient as Adam and 
as relevant as the morning news. Yet 
we don’t always see our own pride, 

which weaves like weeds around our lives.
Oh, we see it in the obvious ways, but we 

can be blind to its deceptive, subversive way in 
our hearts. We know the disease, but we don’t 
recognize the symptoms. And that’s why we 
need the insight of  our spiritual Great Physi-
cian to reveal symptoms of  pride and rescue 
us from it.

1. Fear
Pride is at the root of  fear and anxiety, when 
we refuse to humbly rest in God’s sovereign 
care. Fear simultaneously reveals our lack of  
trust and our poisonous self-reliance. We fear 
because we don’t have faith in the Lord, we 
are enormously preoccupied with ourselves, 
and we don’t have control.

When Peter stepped out on the stormy sea 
to come to Jesus, he was walking in humble 
faith. But when his gaze shifted to his circum-
stances and self-preservation, he trusted in 
himself, became afraid, and began to sink. It 
was Jesus who saved him, while admonish-
ing him, “O you of  little faith, why did you 
doubt?” (Matthew 14:31).
2. Entitlement
Self-sacrifice stems from a humble heart. En-
titlement is rooted in a prideful heart. The 

core of  the gospel is that we are not entitled 
to anything, except just punishment for our 
sins (Romans 3:23; 6:23). Yet we deceive 
ourselves into thinking we’re better than we 
are, so we deserve better than we have. We 
think we deserve God’s mercy. We think 
we deserve people’s praise. We think we de-
serve love, success, comfort, accolades. We 
certainly don’t think we deserve suffering, 
heartbreak, or discipline.

But when we do experience these things, 
we grow bitter, frustrated, and disturbed be-
cause we believe we’re entitled to more. We 
forget that apart from Jesus Christ we are sin-
ners who deserve condemnation.

The disciples wrestled with entitlement 
many times. On one occasion, they were ar-
guing about who was the greatest. They self-
ishly thought they deserved honor and glory. 
But Jesus’ response to them was a rebuke: 
“Rather, let the greatest among you become 
as the youngest, and the leader as one who 
serves” (Luke 22:26).
3. Ingratitude
Our proud hearts say we are good, that we 
should get what we want, and if  we don’t, 
we’re justified in our ingratitude. If  we’re un-
comfortable or inconvenienced in any way, 
we can complain. It’s our right. Humility 
recognizes that God is good, that he gives us 
what he knows we need, so we have no rea-
son to be ungrateful. There is nothing we lack 
(Deuteronomy 2:7; Psalm 34:9).

The Israelites’ grumbled in the wilder-
ness, though God fed, clothed, and led them 
through it (Exodus 16:2; Deuteronomy 8:2). 
Their stubborn hearts rejected God’s daily 
mercies out of  a foundation of  self-idoliza-
tion. But God’s Word rebukes our proud 

grumbling with this command: “Do all things 
without grumbling or disputing, that you may 
be blameless and innocent, children of  God 
without blemish in the midst of  a crooked 
and twisted generation, among whom you 
shine as lights in the world…” (Philippians 
2:14-15).
4. People-Pleasing
Pride is self-worship and self-preservation at 
all costs—and people-pleasing is the direct 
result of  pride. Some think people-pleasing 
is a positive trait because they’re so clearly 
concerned with serving others. But that be-
lief  is nothing more than a sneaky sheepskin 
we put over a wolfish habit. People-pleasing 
is all about self-satisfaction—fearing man 
more than God—and seeking the fleeting 
happiness that comes from man’s approval.

Jesus’ humility means forgiveness of  our 
pride. That’s the sting and joy of  the gospel.

The apostle Paul knew human approval 
was a pointless and prideful pursuit. Because 
of  that, he could say, “For am I now seek-
ing the approval of  man, or of  God? Or am 
I trying to please man? If  I were still trying 
to please man, I would not be a servant of  
Christ” (Galatians 1:10).
5. Prayerlessness
Pride deceives us into thinking we can “do 
life” on our own—that we’re capable, inde-
pendent, unstoppable, and self-reliant. We 
think we don’t need God every hour, that we 
don’t need his help, grace, mercy, courage, 
and hope. So, surely, we don’t need to pray.

But a humble heart submits itself  to God 
in prayer because it knows it can do nothing 
without him.

When God called Jonah to go to Nin-
eveh, Jonah’s response was not to go to God 

in prayer. Instead, he fled, his heart furiously 
and arrogantly silent (Jonah 1:3). When God 
humbled him in the belly of  a great fish, Jon-
ah finally cried out in prayer (2:1).
6. Hypocrisy
When you’re proud, you elevate your status, 
forgetting the mercy God has shown you. 
You think you’re better and holier than every-
one else, and you easily find fault with others. 
Pride produces a hypocritical spirit.

The Pharisees’ hypocritical pride blinded 
them to their sin and to God’s mercy—which 
made them cold-hearted and cruel toward 
others. Jesus had harsh words for them: “Woe 
to you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! For 
you are like whitewashed tombs, which out-
wardly appear beautiful, but within are full 
of  dead people’s bones and all uncleanness” 
(Matthew 23:27).
7. Rebellion
Rebellion against God manifests itself  in re-
sistance toward the Word and the spiritual 
leaders he has placed in our lives. It is the 
reflex of  a prideful heart. It also shows itself  
in a lack of  submission—wives, to your hus-
bands; children, to your parents; employees, 
to your bosses; citizens, to your government. 
Rebellion says, “I know better than you, 
God,” when you don’t.

We see rebellion in the first people God 
created: Adam and Eve (Genesis 3). Even 
though they had all they needed for life and 
joy, out of  pride they rebelled against God’s 
good decree, thinking they knew better than 
him. And this rebellion brought pain, suffer-
ing, and death—for them and for us.

The Humble Servant
Yet there is hope for the proud heart in the 

incarnation of  humility, Jesus Christ. Im-
manuel—God with us—condescended to 
live among us, die for us, and raise us to 
new life. He never owned a shred of  sin-
ful pride—no fear, entitlement, ingratitude, 
people-pleasing, prayerlessness, hypocrisy, 
or rebellion.

Have this mind among yourselves, which is 
yours in Christ Jesus, who, though he was 
in the form of God, did not count equality 
with God a thing to be grasped, but emptied 
himself, by taking the form of a servant, being 
born in the likeness of  men.

Jesus is God, his equal, and yet emptied 
himself  of  all he deserved to save us from 
our pride. He who was entitled to the highest 
honor forfeited it for our redemption.

It’s because of  Jesus’ humility that we 
can be forgiven of  our pride. That’s both the 
sting and joy of  the gospel. It deals with our 
pride by destroying it, reminding us that life 
is not about us, and that we deserve only the 
wrath of  God for our sin. Jesus Christ also 
deals with our pride by taking the just pun-
ishment for it upon himself  at the cross, that 
we might be renewed in the image of  our 
Creator (Colossians 3:10) and made humble 
like our Savior.

Being humbled is not smooth or painless, 
but it’s our rescue.

Jesus is our rescue from pride.

DAILY
PATH

Share Christ’s love with another.

One of my favorite churches started several years ago as a ministry to ex-prisoners who were 
transitioning back into society. Now the church flourishes with people from all walks of life. 
I love that church because it reminds me of what I picture heaven will be like—filled with 

different kinds of people, all redeemed sinners, all bound together by the love of Jesus.
Sometimes, though, I wonder if church seems more like an exclusive club than a safe haven 

for forgiven sinners. As people naturally gravitate into groups of “a certain kind” and cluster 
around those they feel comfortable with, it leaves others feeling marginalized. But that’s not what 
Jesus had in mind when He told His disciples to “love each other as I have loved you” (John 
15:12). His church was to be an extension of His love mutually shared with all.
If hurting, rejected people can find loving refuge, comfort, and forgiveness in Jesus, they 

should expect no less from the church. So let’s exhibit the love of Jesus to everyone we encoun-
ter—especially those who are not like us. All around us are people Jesus wants to love through 
us. What a joy it is when people unite to worship together in love—a slice of heaven we can enjoy 
here on earth!

Lord, remind me today that while I was a sinner You embraced me with Your deep and 
unconditional love and brought me into the fellowship of Your grace. Lead me to someone I 

can love as You loved me.

Love of Another Kind
BIBLE READ:   JOHN 15:9–17  
THOUGHT FOR TODAY:

My command is this: Love each other 
as I have loved you.   

~ John 15:12
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Today’s ASTRO-PREDICTION

ARIES (MAR 21 - APR 19): You could feel a 
great deal of  pressure from the people around 
you to join in their festivities. Perhaps you’re 
being lured into the frenzy of  activity. Don’t 

feel like you have to be a part of  the party if  you don’t 
want to be. The worst thing for you to do would be to 
pretend that you’re interested when you aren’t.

TAURUS (APR 20 - MAY 20): You may have 
so much fun today that you forget to check on 
the happiness of  the people around you. You 
should feel quite a surge of  strength because 

of  the energy of  today, but realize that other people may 
have a hard time keeping up with your fantastic pace. 
Stop and take a break in order to allow other people to 
catch up.

GEMINI (MAY 21 - JUN 21): You may not 
be terribly impressed with the activity going on 
around you, but that doesn’t mean you have to 
be miserable because of  it. This isn’t the time 

to sit back and let others take the lead. If  you see some-
thing you don’t agree with, step up and make it known. 
Do what you can to change the course of  events by letting 
your powerful voice be heard.

CANCER (JUN 22 - JUL 22): There’s a tra-
jectory of  truth to maintain today. If  you try to 
go against the flow, you’ll have a difficult time 
achieving your goals. You’re much better off  

setting your sights on something downstream so that you 
can utilize the incredible force that already has a great 
deal of  momentum behind it. There’s no need to reinvent 
the wheel on a day like this.

LEO (JUL 23 - AUG 22): You’re competing 
with someone today as you fight for domi-
nance in a situation. The unspoken battle has 
begun, and the war won’t end until you’ve suc-

cessfully claimed your victorious position as ruler of  the 
mountain. Defend your territory if  you feel that someone 
is stepping on it. If  you don’t make it known that you’re 
the boss, someone else surely will claim that spot.

VIRGO (AUG 23 - SEP 22): Don’t hesitate to 
dive into whatever project or situation suits your 
fancy today. Your luck will make you victorious 
in whatever game you choose. Happiness is al-

most inevitable. Don’t be afraid to share your enthusiasm 
with others. Your confidence is incredibly inspiring. Oth-
ers are lucky to be on your team.

LIBRA (SEP 23 - OCT 22): Don’t blow things 
out of  proportion today. You’re apt to have a 
tendency to exaggerate everything to such a 
degree that you completely lose touch with the 

true reality of  the situation. You could be painting a ter-
rible scene in order to elicit pity from others. Be honest 
about the situation before you create more enemies than 
friends.

SCORPIO (OCT 23 - NOV 21): Your emo-
tions are dynamic and extreme today. They’re 
apt to control every action you take whether 
you realize it or not. Be aware that it’s best to 

realize it so you can then control these volatile feelings in-
stead of  being controlled by them. This doesn’t mean you 
should try to ignore them by pretending they don’t exist.

SAGITTARIUS (NOV 22 - DEC 21): There’s an in-
spirational quality about you today that you 
should make more public. Instead of  shrinking 
into your imagination, you should expand your 
energy outward to the people around you. Your 

heart is caring and sensitive. It’s time to earn some public 
recognition for its loyalty and loving nature. Stand up and 
take a bow for all the incredible things you do for others.

CAPRICORN (DEC 22 - JAN 19): In many 
respects, the energy of  the day can’t get much 
better for you. It’s up to you to direct this en-
ergy into action that will nourish your soul. 

There’s a great deal of  power and strength behind your 
emotions. You should make sure that you carry this good 
feeling with you into every situation from now on.

AQUARIUS (JAN 20 - FEB 18): Consider 
cooking dinner for a large group tonight. Ask ev-
eryone to pitch in some money and you’ll be sur-
prised at the fantastic masterpiece you can create 

with just a small amount of effort on your part. Set the table 
with candles and add good music in the background. Even 
if  a dinner party doesn’t sound like a fun idea now, take a 
leadership role in whatever events come your way.

PISCES (FEB 19 - MAR 20): Once you take 
the first step today, the rest of  the way will be a 
piece of  cake. Before you know it, you’ll have 
completed the entire marathon with very little 

sweat on your brow. The one thing to watch out for is that 
you don’t run over anyone in your dash to the finish line. 
Be careful of  the runners beside you and treat them as 
friends and supporters instead of  opponents.

Legal Opinion of Fali S Nariman & V Giri on NPF Whip

How Many More For the Dhansiri? (Lessons We Never Learn) 

Today people try to interpret every legal issue in 
their own way without consulting legal luminar-
ies. NPF led DAN Govt has sought legal opin-
ion from Senior Council of Supreme Court for 

clarity of those people who are thoroughly confused on 
NPF Whip and matters related to it. The legal opinion of   
Fali S. Nariman and V. Giri, Senior Advocates of Supreme 
Court is reproduced hereunder for general understanding 
of NPF Whip and issues surrounding it.
1.The legal opinion of  Fali S. Nariman, Senior Advocate of  
Supreme Court:
Query:
It is in view of the conflicting cross-directions issued —

(a) By one Mr. Kiyanilie Peseyie claiming to be Chief  
Whip of the NPF through letter dated 14th November, 
2014; which had been notified on 15.11.2014 by the Na-
galand Legislative Assembly Notification with effect from 
14.11.2014; and

(b) By Mr. T.R. Zeliang appointed as 'Whip' by NPF 
Legislature party on 4th July, 2017, which had been ac-
knowledged and Notified on the 19th July, 2017 by the 
Nagaland Legislative Assembly Secretariat (Kohima) - 
with effect from 4th July, 2017.

My Opinion has been sought by the Querist as to 
whether in terms of paragraph 2(b) of the Tenth Schedule, 
in the events that have happened the claim made in the 
Petition filed by Mr. Kiyanilie Peseyie before the Speaker 
is a legitimate and valid claim.
Opinion:
In my opinion it is not, for the reasons given below:

(a)  The two Notifications of the Nagaland Legisla-
tive Assembly Secretariat — the one dated 15th Novem-
ber, 2014 and the other Notification dated 19th July, 2017 
make it clear as to the period of operation of the directions 
under each Notification. In the Notification dated 15th 
November, 2014, of the Nagaland Legislative Assembly 
Secretariat, Kohima, it is stated (and recognised) by the 
Secretariat that Dr. Shurhozelie Liezietsu, President of  
the NPF has appointed Mr. Kiyanilie Peseyie as the Chief  
Whip of the NPF Legislature Party w.e.f. 14th November, 
2014; its operation remained effective until the issue by 
the Nagaland Legislative Assembly Secretariat of the later 
notification dated 19th July, 2017 wherein it has been ac-
knowledged that the NPF Legislative Party has informed 
the Hon'ble Speaker of the appointment of Mr. T.R. Ze-
liang, Leader NPF Legislative Party as Whip of the NPF 
Legislative Party w.e.f. 04.07.2017.

(b)The period of operation of the direction contained 
in the first Notification of 15th November, 2014, got super-
seded by the Notification of 19th July, 2017, which recog-
nised Mr. T.R. Zeliang, Leader of NPF Legislature Party 
as Whip of the NPF Legislature Party with effect from 4th 
July, 2017.

(c)  Since the questions raised are:
    (i) As to the abstention of voting at the meeting of  

the Assembly on 19th July, 2017 ("to test the majority sup-
port of the present Cabinet headed by Chief Minister Dr. 
Shurhozelie Liesietsu"); and

   (ii)As to the votes recorded at the meeting of the As-
sembly on 21st July, 2017.

The only operative Whip on both these dates was that 
of Mr. T.R. Zeliang, Leader NPF Legislature Party and 
Whip NPF Legislature Party and not that of Mr. Kiyanilie 
Peseyie — altogether apart from the fact that at the Assem-
bly Session of 19th July, 2017, there was in fact no voting 
at all and hence there could have been no abstention from 
voting within in the meaning of paragraph 2(b)(1) of the 
Tenth Schedule of the Constitution of India.

(d) It is an acknowledgement of the position that the 
operative Whip on both these dates was that of Mr. T.R. 
Zeliang, Leader NPF Legislature Party and Whip NPF 
Legislature Party (and not that of Mr. Kiyanilie Peseyie) 

that the Writ Petition was filed on 25th July, 2017, by Dr. 
Shurhozelie Liesietsu and Mr. Kiyanilie Peseyie.

By Dr. Shurhozelie Liezietus and Mr. Kiyanilie Pe-
seyie to quash and set aside Nagaland Legislative Assem-
bly Notification dated 19th July, 2017 "accepting and or 
recognising Shri T.R. Zeliang as the Chief Whip of the 
NPF Legislature Party". Hence, unless the Writ Petition 
No. 138K of 2017 is adjudicated in favour of the petition-
ers Dr. Shurhozelie Liesetsu and Mr. Kiyanilie Peseyie, the 
effective direction remains that of the Whip Mr. T.R. Ze-
liang Leader of NPF Legislature Party — with effect from 
4th July, 2017.

In addition, I am also of the view that:
(i) The vote of the 37 NPF Legislature Party MLAs in 

favour of Mr. T.R. Zeliang strictly conforms to the Whip 
issued by Mr. T.R. Zeliang on 19th July, 2017 and conse-
quently there has been no incurring of any disqualifica-
tion under paragraph 2(b) of the Tenth Schedule of the 
Constitution.

(ii) Since the petition filed before the Speaker by Mr. 
Kiyanilie Peseyie has not disclosed the initiation and pen-
dency of Writ Petition No. 138K of 2017 before the Ko-
hima Bench of the Gauhati High Court, there can be no 
decision on the Petition filed before the Speaker so long as 
High Court Writ Petition No. 138K of 2017 is not decided 
— since the Writ Petition 138K of 2017 acknowledges that 
the Notification of 19th July, 2017 issued by the Nagaland 
Legislative Assembly accepting and recognising Mr. T.R. 
Zeliang as Chief Whip of NPF Legislature Party, remains 
as an impediment to the Petitioners in the Writ Petition 
obtaining any relief unless and until the notification of  
19.7.2017 is quashed and/or set aside.

(iii) It is axiomatic that a subsequent appointment of  
any person to any position impliedly overrides and revokes 
any prior appointment. Consequently, the alleged prior ap-
pointment of Mr. Kiyanilie Peseyie as Chief Whip of the 
party "with effect from 14th November, 2014," recognised 
by the secretariat of the Legislative Assembly and noti-
fied on 15.11.2014 stood superseded by the Notification 
of 19th July, 2017, of the Secretariat of the Legislative 
Assembly w.e.f. 04.07.201Z; consequently, so long as the 
recognition by the Speaker of the appointment of Mr. T.R. 
Zeliang as Leader of the NPF Legislature Party as Whip 
of the NPF Legislature Party remains valid and continu-
ing and is not quashed or set aside by the High Court in 
the pending Writ Petition it is not open to Mr.Kiyanilie Pe-
seyie to stake his claim as Leader/Chief Whip of the NPF 
Legislature Party and or to consequently claim to invoke 
the provisions of paragraph 2(b) of the Tenth Schedule.
2.The legal opinion of  V. Giri, Senior Advocate of  Supreme 
Court:
Queries:

A.Whether Dr. Shurhozelie Liezietsu can authorize 
any NPF MLA to be the whip and also to issue a whip 
to defeat his own party's Chief Minister on a motion of  
confidence moved in the House on 21.07.2017?

B.Whether Dr. Shurhozelie Liezietsu can, in the ab-
sence of express provisions in the Constitution of NPF ar-
rogate to himself the power to appoint whip or authorize 
any person or authority including an MLA to issue whip 
for other MLA's?

C.Is not the whip issued by T.R.Zeliang the valid whip?
D.Whether in view of the general nature of appoint-

ing MLA's as whip in a State Legislature and in view of  
paragraph 8(1)(b) of the Tenth Schedule authorizing only 
the Leader of the Legislature Party to submit reports to the 
Speaker in regard to condonation of violations of whips, 
can the term 'Political Party' used in paragraph 2(1)(b) of  
the Tenth Schedule be read as not including the Legislative 
Wing?

E.Whether in view of the facts above, an inference can 
be any more drawn that the word 'Political Party' used in 
paragraph (2)(1)(b) of the Tenth Schedule is confined only 

to the Organizational Wing of the Party to the exclusion 
of the Legislative Wing?

F.What is the effect of the condonation letter dated 
02.08.2017 issued by the Dr. Shurhozelie Liezietsu's group 
within the Nagaland People's Front?

G.What is the effect of the letter dated 20.07.2017 ap-
pointing Kuzholuzo Nienu as the NPF Legislature Party 
Leader by Dr. Shurhozelie Liezietsu and whether a Legis-
lature Party Leader can be appointed without being elect-
ed by the Legislature Party?

H.What is the effect of two Constitutions which ex-
ist and which is the Constitution which will be considered 
valid?
Opinion:
Based on the aforesaid facts my opinion on the questions 
is as follows:
Questions A, B, C:

It is apparent that vide Resolution dated 04.07.2017, 
a majority of the MLA's of the Nagaland People's Front 
have elected T.R.Zeliang as the chief whip. Thus, any ap-
pointment of a whip prior to the said date stood overruled. 
Therefore, from the date of the Resolution i.e. 04.07.2017, 
the sole authority to issue whips rested with T.R.Zeliang 
and no other   person is entitled to issue a whip thereaf-
ter and the same is not binding on the legislators of the 
Nagaland People's Front. Thus, the whips issued by Ki-
yanilie Peseyie on 19.07.2017 and 21.07.2017 are invalid 
and the legislators are under no obligation to obey the said 
whips. In fact, they would be violating the whip issued by 
T.R.Zeliang if  they obey the whip issued by any other per-
son.

Moreover, the Constitution of  the Nagaland People's 
Front does not contain any specific provision regarding 
the appointment of  a whip. The powers of  the President 
are delineated in Article V and authorize the President 
to appoint and nominate persons which power, however, 
does not authorize him to appoint/ nominate a whip. 
While, the President has the power to promulgate Ordi-
nances under the said Article, however, the said power 
cannot be extended to appoint/ nominate a whip in dero-
gation of  the specific power of  appointment/ nomina-
tion which does not include the power to nominate or 
appoint the chief  whip.

Since, no provision exists; it is the Leader of the Leg-
islature Party commanding the majority of the support of  
the legislators of the said party who is to be authorized to 
appoint a person to act as the whip of the party. This is 
apparent by Rule 3(2) of the Members of Nagaland Leg-
islative Assembly (Disqualification on Ground of Defec-
tion) Rules, 2003 which specifically mentions that only 
the Leader of the Legislature Party can appoint the whip. 
In view of the facts and circumstances above, it is appar-
ent that T.R.Zeliang commands the majority of the house 
and is, thus, authorized to appoint a person to act as the 
whip. The whip issued by T.R.Zeliang is a valid whip and 
any whip issued by Dr. Shurhozelie Liezietsu or a person 
nominated by him will be a nullity and not binding on the 
legislators.
Questions D, E:

Rule 2(e) of the Members of Nagaland Legislative As-
sembly (Disqualification on Ground of Defection) Rules, 
2003 defines 'Leader of the Legislature party' to mean 
'Leader chosen by the members of the legislature party 
and intimated to the Speaker....’ Moreover, Rule 3 of the 
Rules, 2003 which deals with the duties of Leader of leg-
islature party under subrule (2) provides that in case the 
name of the whip is not provided to the Speaker within 
10 days then the Speaker shall treat the Leader of the 
Legislature Party as the person authorized to issue direc-
tion to a member to vote or to abstain from voting in the 
House. Thus, looking at the Rules, 2003 it can be said that 
the term 'Political Party' used in paragraph 2(1)(b) of the 

Tenth Schedule will include the Legislative Party and the 
two cannot be separated, especially since it is the Leader of  
the Legislature Party who is entitled to appoint the whip 
under Rule 3(2).
QuestionsF, G:

The term Legislative Party Leader' has not been de-
fined in the Constitution or in the Tenth Schedule but is 
defined under Rule 2(e) of the Members of Nagaland Leg-
islative Assembly (Disqualification on Ground of Defec-
tion) Rules, 2003 supra. In the present facts, the Leader 
of the Legislature Party enjoying the support of majority 
of members of the House is T.R.Zeliang. It is seen from 
the facts brought to my notice that Mr. T.R.Zeliang com-
mands a majority of 36 MLA's out of 47 MLA's and has 
always been the Leader of the Legislature Party and, thus, 
any other person cannot be appointed/ foisted as a Legis-
lature Party Leader especially since the said person does 
not enjoy the majority support within his own party.

As a natural corollary, the letter dated 02.08.2017 is-
sued by Mr. Apong Pongener, alleged Working President 
of the NPF, condoning the act of the Legislators would 
bereft of any effect or significance as Mr. Apong Pongener 
is not the Leader of a Legislature Party. It is re-iterated 
that such condonation letter could only have been issued 
by T.R Zeliang and all other communications issued to the 
Speaker by persons other than T.R.Zeliang are not binding 
on the legislators.
Question H:

It has been brought to my notice that there are two 
Constitutions of the NPF which are allegedly before the 
Election Commission and on the basis of which the pow-
ers of the various functionaries are de-alienated. It is also 
brought to my notice that both the Constitutions contain a 
procedure for their amendment which is duly incorporated 
in Article XVI which provides for a Central General Con-
vention of the Party to be convened and also provides for a 
majority of two-third of the Active Members present and 
voting to bring about any amendment to the Constitution.

Thus, any amendment made to the Constitution of  
the NPF without following the procedure as prescribed 
in Article XVI is non-est and void ab initio. In case of  a 
challenge as to the validity of  the said Constitutions, the 
Constitution which has been amended by following the 
due procedure prescribed therein shall prevail over the 
other.
Conclusions:
To summarize, my opinion based on the set of facts 
brought to my notice, is as follows:

i.T.R. Zeliang is the chief whip of the Nagaland Peo-
ple's Front having been appointed by a majority of the 
legislators vide Resolution dated 04.07.2017. All appoint-
ments prior to the date of the Resolution stand overruled. 
Therefore, the appointment of any other person as the 
whip is non-est and void ab initio.

ii.The whip issued by T.R.Zeliang is the valid whip and 
no other whip is valid.

iii.The term 'Political Party' used in paragraph 2(1)(b) 
of the Tenth Schedule includes the Legislature Party since 
it is the Leader of the Legislature Party who is entitled to 
appoint the whip under Rule 3(2).

iv.The condonation letter dated 02.08.2017 issued by 
the Dr. Shurhozelie Liezietsu's group is not binding on the 
legislators as it is bereft of any effect or significance.

    The letter dated 20.07.2017 appointing Kuzholu-
zo Nienu as the NPF Legislature Party Leader by Dr. 
Shurhozelie Liezietsu is invalid and void ab initio.

vi.The Constitution which has been amended by fol-
lowing the due procedure prescribed therein shall prevail 
over those amendments made without following the due 
procedure as laid down in the NPF Constitution.

Issued by: 
Media Cell, CMO Nagaland

The recent drowning of a young school boy in 
the waters of the Dhansiri river was a very sad 
episode and tragic event for all of us. It would be 
hard to express the sadness of the parents and the 

relatives which cannot be fathomed or comprehended in 
words. Anyone of us would feel our heart wrenching or 
chills shivering down our spines to experience such kind 
of pain and heartbreak happening to us if  such kind of  
misfortune struck our children. I can only imagine how 
the family of the young boy would have gone through the 
ordeal of all those hours of searching for the mortal re-
mains in the watery grave. Such incidents of young boys 
getting drowned in the Dhansiri and other surrounding 
rivers are frequent especially during the summer. It is not 
the first and probably won’t be the last too. Until and un-
less we take some preventive and corrective measures, this 
kind of watery grave incidents happening around the natu-
ral water bodies will go on. Today it may be happening 
in someone’s family and someone’s child but tomorrow 
it may happen to us. Parents, no matter how watchful or 
cautious they are of their children’s movements, cannot 
keep their eyes on them the full 24x7x365. A little busy or 
hectic schedule and stolen unguarded moments may prove 
costly which will leave a scar for a lifetime. Tragedy mostly 
comes unexpectedly and unanticipated.

Though life and death is a matter of destiny which 
ultimately rests in God the Almighty’s hands, yet there is 
something we as a society should also learn from theses 
tragic mishaps. Our leaders should also learn a lesson from 
this and try to minimize such kind of tragic happenings 
every year where many young school boys get drowned 

in our surrounding rivers. With lots of risks involved in 
those natural openings, most of the children have no other 
option but the urge of a refreshing dip in the water seems 
to be very tempting which sadly becomes their tragic end 
in these unfavourable settings. Swimming in natural water 
bodies have higher risks of drowning and can be prevented 
by opening swimming schools and pools. Moving water 
and unpredictable currents can overwhelm even strong 
and expert swimmers.

Drowning incidents of course will happen and can 
never be fully brought to an end but atleast it can be some-
how minimized to some extent.  Accidents happen, and it 
is certainly not possible to ensure that drowning incidents 
don’t occur.

 Any young adolescent wants to try out new sort of  
adventures in the form of games and sports besides other 
pursuits. Swimming remains one interesting, challenging 
and a very thrilling quest for many people especially the 
younger lot. Even our other neighbouring states like Mi-
zoram, Manipur or Meghalaya have lots of facilities and 
proper infrastructure for nurturing young budding talents 
and also for recreational activities. They have good and 
safe swimming pools where instructors, life-guards and 
watchmen keep a close vigil on young underage swim-
mers or people of all age. But here in Nagaland, we have 
only some untamed, wild and unpredictable rivers where 
young lives are put on a very high risk while pursuing out 
some fun in the form of swimming out with friends during 
an age of peer pressure and in those pursuits and curiously 
exploring new horizons often end up tragically.

The one public swimming pool that was supposed to 

be built at the Dimapur Club premises is now lying half  
–done for almost a decade. The contractors, department 
concerned and the people involved will be the best to 
know why it is left in that condition for such a long time. 
Thanks to the complacent and our easy going attitude of  
who cares, who bothers and who gives a damn as long as 
it doesn’t affect us? For the children like us who were born 
during the 70s and the 80s, we were the luckier lot because 
we swam around all those murky and muddy pools and 
ponds around the Dimapur town inspite of our parents’ 
thrashings and countless beatings for doing so. And yet we 
survived. We owe thanks to God for bringing us till today. 

Owning a swimming pool is costly and not everyone 
can afford it except some very few creamy layers of the 
high society. But atleast we should have a public pool 
by now owned and maintained by municipal authorities 
where proper standards and norms are put into practice. 
Swimming pools aren’t just for fun but they are good for 
health too. Swimming has always been a fun activity for 
everybody. It’s a great socializer for all age groups from 
college students to the elderly to infants to high schoolers. 
Almost anyone finds joy in jumping into a cool pool on a 
hot summer day.  

But forget about a public swimming pool, even to-
day we cannot boast of a public park where we can walk 
around in the morning or evening freely and contentedly. 
Most have to be satisfied despite being inundated by tons 
of dust choking us from the speeding cars and trucks on a 
dry day or getting splashed by muddy waters of countless 
potholes all over the pathetic roads on some wet day. You 
try walking on the footpath and you’re risking yourself  

where your feet will end up in the one of many cracks and 
gaping holes of the slabs and drain covers .Poor us, indeed.

To prevent these types of frequent drowning, recrea-
tion centres with swimming pools with trained lifeguards 
should be introduced. It is sad that we don’t have any 
swimming pools to teach our young kids the art of swim-
ming here in the towns. Village kids, being brought up in a 
harder and tougher environment learn these skills by their 
sheer way of adapting to their surroundings in a rough and 
the tough way of life. Besides the lack of swimming abil-
ity or skills the other main causes that leads to drowning 
deaths seems to be from lack of close supervision, lack of  
barriers and absence of life-jackets especially among the 
new enthusiastic young swimmers. When we don’t have 
any facility to teach the art of swimming or better their 
swimming skills, their drowning in the wild open untamed 
rivers cannot be attributed to children alone .In an open 
survey in America it was found that maximum of drown-
ing accidents happen in natural settings like lakes, rivers or 
ocean rather than in swimming pools. Besides swimming 
lessons isn’t only for kids but even for seniors of all ages 
during emergencies.  

As I write this, a friend of mine narrated me an inci-
dent where another boy was drowned towards the Dillai 
gate side while swimming at a recently formed water body, 
dug-up by some JCB excavators. The Woods at Mokokc-
hung and the Niathu Resorts at Dimapur are fine exam-
ples which should be emulated so as to minimize future 
tragedies. Only that it should be accessible for all class of  
people with proper safety measures imposed.

Jonah Achumi
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NEWS IN BRIEF
Scolded by father, teenager commits 
suicide in Bengal
Kolkata, Oct. 21 (IANS): A teenage boy allegedly 
committed suicide on Saturday after being scolded by 
his father in West Bengal’s Nadia district, police said.  
“Buddha Sarkar, a student of  class eight in Cooper’s 
Camp in Nadia district allegedly hung himself. His body 
was recovered from his bedroom on Saturday morning,” 
a police officer said.  According to the family members, 
the boy was scolded by his father on Friday for losing a 
silver chain and a bicycle. “It seems the boy has resorted 
to the act out of humiliation,” the police officer said. “The 
body has been sent for autopsy. We are also questioning 
the father and the rest of the family members to check if  
there were any other reasons for him to commit suicide,” 
the officer added.

Civilian killed in Pak shelling on LoC
Srinagar, Oct. 21 (IANS): A civilian was killed on 
Saturday in heavy shelling and firing by the Pakistan Army 
on the Line of Control (LoC) in Jammu and Kashmir’s 
Baramulla district, police said. “A porter working for the 
Indian Army was killed and a girl injured in the shelling 
and firing in Uri sector which started at 11.30 a.m.  “The 
Indian military is retaliated strongly and effectively,” 
police sources said. Due to heightened tensions between 
the two Armies on the LoC, no traditional exchange of  
sweets and greetings took place on Diwali.

Ex CPI-M MP dead
Kolkata, Oct. 21 (IANS): Former Lok Sabha member 
Amal Datta, a nephew of legendary Marxist leader Jyoti 
Basu, died at a private city hospital on Friday following 
a cardiac arrest, his family sources said. Datta (84), who 
represented the Diamond Harbour constituency in the 
lower house of parliament for 14 years, left behind his 
wife and two sons. A graduate from the London School 
of Economics, he was a Bar-At-Law from the Middle 
Temple, London. He entered the Lok Sabha in 1982 
as a CPI-M member after winning a by-election from.
Diamond Harbour constituency following the death of  
Jyotirmoy Basu. He was re-elected in 1984, 1989 and 
1991. 

Depressed over illness, man 
commits suicide
Muzaffarnagar, Oct. 21 (PTI): A 45-year-old man 
allegedly committed suicide by slitting his throat with a 
sharp object in Purkazi town here as he was depressed 
over his prolonged illness, police said today. Suleman 
ended his life last evening, a police official said. The 
weapon was been recovered from the spot. The family 
of the deceased said the man was depressed due to his 
illness, the official added. The body has been sent for 
post-mortem, he said.

Three labourers die in illegal mine 
in Bihar
Nawada (Bihar), Oct. 21 (PTI): Three labourers were killed 
and two others seriously injured when the roof of an illegal 
mica mine collapsed in Nawada district, police said today. 
Five labourers were working in the mine when part of the roof  
caved in at Sawaiya Tandh village last night, Superintendent of  
Police (Operation) Kumar Alok said. Three of the labourers 
died on the spot. The injured were admitted to hospital. The 
three bodies were cremated hurriedly without informing the 
police about the incident, the SP said.

Woman killed in accident, husband, 
two children severely injured
Muzaffarnagar, Oct. 21 (PTI): A 30-year-old woman was 
killed while her husband and two children were severely 
injured when their motorcycle collided with a moving bus 
on Pauri-New Delhi highway near Kaithoda village, the 
police said today. The speeding bus hit the two-wheeler 
last evening, killing Samina and leaving the other three 
injured, they said. The injured have been admitted to a 
hospital and are said to be in a serious condition, while 
the bus has been impounded, the police said.

Two commit suicide in separate 
incidents in UP
Amethi (UP), Oct. 21 (PTI): Two persons allegedly 
committed suicide in different parts of the district, police 
said today.  Amit Raj (28) was found hanging from a 
mango tree near Barnatikar village yesterday. He had left 
home 10 days earlier for a temple at Mawai Dham near 
Gauriganj, SHO Gauriganj Aniruddha Singh said. In the 
second incident, Indrajit Singh was found hanging at his 
house in Eksara village here yesterday. He was working in 
New Delhi and had just returned home on the occasion 
of Diwali, the SHO said. He is survived by an 8-year old 
son, he added.

Couple, son killed in road accident
Jaunpur, Oct. 21 (PTI): Three members of  a family, 
including a minor, were killed when their motorcycle 
was hit by a tanker in Naupur village here, an official said 
today. The family was returning to Varanasi yesterday 
when their two-wheeler collided with the tanker coming 
from the opposite direction, Kerakat Police Station 
in-charge Prashant Srivastava said. The deceased were 
identified as Subhash Chandra (45), his wife Vidyawati 
(38) and son Harshvardhan (9), he said. Following the 
incident, locals blocked the road leading to the village in 
protest. The blockade was lifted after police pacified the 
agitators, Srivastava said. The bodies have been sent for 
postmortem, he said.

Man killed by tiger in UP
Lakhimpur Kheri (UP), Oct. 21 (PTI): A 22-year-old 
man was mauled to death by a tiger near Maheshpur 
range forest area which comes under South Kheri forest 
division, an official said today. The incident took place 
in a sugarcane field where Lala Ram, a resident of  
Asharfiganj village, was working, District Forest Officer 
(South Kheri) Sameer Verma said. “Sugarcane-Tigers”, 
a term commonly used for big cats in the Terai forests, 
are mainly responsible for the man-animal conflict in the 
region as tigers see sugarcane fields as natural grasslands.
Forest officials said that due to excessive human 
intervention, the tigers, especially those near the fringe 
areas, get increasingly restive leading to conflict.

Astrologer gets 10-yrs’ RI for 
sexually assaulting minor girl
Balasore (Odisha), Oct. 21 (PTI): A court here 
today sentenced an astrologer to 10 years’ rigorous 
imprisonment for sexually assaulting a five-year-old girl 
in 2015. Special judge of  the POCSO (Protection of  
Children from Sexual Offences) court, Ajanta Sarangi, 
awarded the jail term to 48-year-old Sanyasi Mandal. The 
court also slapped a fine of Rs 5,000 on him. In default, he 
would be imprisoned for three more months.

383 police personnel killed in last one year — IB 

CBI seeks govt. nod to file plea to reopen Bofors case NC slams govt. ‘inaction’ on 
‘braid chopping’ incidents in J-K

45 arrested over 
cases of assault in J-K

Maoist bandh hits life, ultras kill a tribal in Kandhamal

‘Army has to remain prepared to counter Dokalam-like situation’

Tipu Sultan a ‘mass rapist’, keep me out of 
celebrations, Union Minister tells Karnataka

New Delh i ,  Oct .  21 
(IANS): As many as 383 
police personnel from dif-
ferent state police forces, 
central paramilitary forces 
and central police organisa-
tions were killed this year, 
Intelligence Bureau (IB) 
Director Rajiv Jain said on 
Saturday.

Of the police personnel 
killed in the line of  duty 
from September 2016 to Au-
gust 2017 included 56 from 
the Border Security Force 
and 42 from the Jammu and 
Kashmir Police, Jain said on 
the occasion of Police Com-
memoration Day.

The day is observed 
every year on October 21 to 
commemorate the 10 police 
personnel who were killed 
in Hot Springs in Ladakh 
in 1959 by Chinese troops 
and 34,400 others who laid 
down their lives protecting 
India’s unity and integrity.

Among these police per-
sonnel, 76 belonged to the 
Uttar Pradesh Police, 49 
from the Central Reserve 
Police Force, 23 belonged 
to Chhattisgarh Police, 16 
were from West Bengal Po-

lice, 13 each belonged to 
Delhi Police and the Central 
Industrial Security Force, 
12 each were from Bihar 
and Karnataka Police and 
11 from the Indo-Tibetan 
Border Police.

Majority of  the police 
personnel died while dealing 
with cross-border firing from 
Pakistan, fighting militancy 
in Jammu and Kashmir, 
Naxals and other law and or-
der duties, a Home Ministry 
statement said. 

Union Home Minister 
Rajnath Singh and Union 
Minister of State for HRD 
Satyapal Singh attended the 
event held at the National 
Police Memorial here.

The Indian police per-
sonnel were responsible for 
manning the 2,500 mile-
long border of  India with 
Tibet until the autumn of  
1959. On October 20, 1959, 
three reconnaissance par-
ties were launched from 
Hot Springs in north-east-
ern Ladakh in preparation 
for further movement of  an 
Indian expedition which 
was on its way to Lanak 
La.

While members of two 
parties returned to Hot 
Springs, the third one com-
prising two police consta-
bles and a porter did not 
return, the statement said. 
The remaining forces were 
mobilised next morning 
in search of  the missing 
personnel.

A party of  about 20 
police personnel led by 
Karam Singh, a Deputy 
Central Intelligence Of-
ficer (DCIO) rank officer, 
proceeded on horseback 
while others followed on 
foot in three sections. At 
mid-day, the Chinese Army 
personnel were seen on a 

hillock who opened fire 
and threw grenades at the 
Indian party, the statement 
said.

Since there was no cover, 
most personnel were injured.

Ten of the brave police 
personnel were killed and 
seven others sustained inju-
ries in the incident. Bodies 

of  the 10 personnel were 
returned by the Chinese on 
November 13, three weeks 
after the incident.

The bodies were then 
cremated with full police 
honours at Hot Springs in 
Ladakh.

The annual conference 
of  Inspectors General of  
Police of  states and Union 
Territories held in January 
1960 decided that October 
21 would, henceforth, be 
observed as “Commemora-
tion Day” in all police lines 
in the country to mark the 
memory of  those gallant 
personnel, the statement 
said. 

It was also decided to 
erect a memorial at Hot 
Springs, and that members 
of police forces from differ-
ent parts of the country trek 
to Hot Springs every year to 
pay homage to the gallant 
policemen.

Since Independence, 
34,418 police personnel have 
sacrificed their lives safe-
guarding the integrity of the 
nation and providing secu-
rity to people of this country, 
the statement added.

New Delhi, Oct. 20 (IANS): The 
Central Bureau of  Investigation 
(CBI) on Friday sought the central 
government’s permission to file a 
petition that can lead to reopening 
of the Bofors case, sources said.

According to CBI officials, the 
agency has sought permission to 
file a Special Leave Petition (SLP) 
in the Supreme Court to reopen 
the case.

A petitioner files an SLP to 
seek a special permission to be 
heard in the apex court in appeal 
against any judgment or order of  
any court or tribunal in the terri-
tory of India. The SLP will be filed 
against the Delhi High Court or-
der of May 31, 2005 that quashed 
charges against the Europe-based 
Hinduja brothers in the case.

A parliamentary sub-com-
mittee on defence attached to 
the Public Accounts Committee 

(PAC), headed by Biju Janata Dal 
MP Bhartruhari Mahtab, had in 
July suggested that the case of ir-
regularities in purchase of Bofors 
guns should be reopened as there 
were many “loopholes” in the 
investigation in past.

The CBI officials had then told 
IANS that it could re-investigate 
the Bofors case only if  a court 
order allowed it to.

Several MPs of  the ruling 
Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP) have 
also raised the issue in Parliament 
to re-open investigation in the case.

On Wednesday, the CBI had 
said it would look into the facts 
and circumstances mentioned in 
an interview of  Michael Hersh-
man, the first secret Bofors inves-
tigator of the Fairfax Group de-
ployed by the Indian government.

He, during an interview to a 
TV news channel, said he was 

ready to testify and assist the In-
dian agencies in the Bofors case. 

Hershman said V.P. Singh, 
then Finance Minister in the 
Rajiv Gandhi government, had 
hired him in 1986 to probe certain 
issues involving suspected viola-
tions of currency control laws by 
about a dozen wealthy Indians. At 
that time Hershman ran Fairfax 
Group, a private investigation 
firm. The deal for 410 Bofors how-
itzers was sealed in March 1986.

The alleged corruption in the 
Bofors guns deal had created a 
scandal in 1989, leading to the 
fall of Rajiv Gandhi government. 
Kickbacks were alleged, but no 
evidence was found.

In 1986, then Finance Min-
ister V.P. Singh ordered an inves-
tigation. To do so, Singh had got 
in touch with private investigation 
group Fairfax. 

Srinagar, Oct. 21 (PTI): Opposition 
National Conference today held a 
protest rally here against the Jammu 
and Kashmir government’s “fail-
ure” in nabbing the culprits behind 
the alleged braid chopping incidents 
in the state.

The rally, led by party general 
secretary Ali Mohammad Sagar, 
began its march from the party 
headquarters at the Nawa-e-Subah 
complex here. It was intercepted by 
the police and stopped from pro-
gressing towards Lal Chowk.

“The government knows who 
the real culprits are but still contin-
ues to maintain silence on this con-
spiracy. The government has failed 
miserably to ensure protection of  
our mothers, sisters and daughters,” 
Sagar said at the rally.

Reminding Chief Minister Me-
hbooba Mufti of  the situation in 
Kashmir, Sagar said, “It is not only 
our party which has taken to the 
streets all over the Valley, but others 
have also joined the movement to re-
mind the government of its primary 
responsibility to protect the lives and 
dignity of its people.” 

He said people, irrespective of  
political affiliations, have spoken out 
against the government’s inability 
to tackle the spree of alleged braid 
chopping incidents.

Nothing concrete has been 
achieved even after nearly 100 
incidents of braid chopping, Sagar 
claimed.

The party demanded that the 
culprits be brought to justice im-
mediately.

Srinagar, Oct. 21 (PTI): 
Forty-five people have been 
arrested for allegedly as-
saulting innocent people, 
including three Army men 
in Baramulla district, ac-
cusing them of being braid 
choppers, the Jammu and 
Kashmir police said today.

The three Territorial 
Army men were mercilessly 
assaulted by a mob on Oc-
tober 18.

“Police have so far ar-
rested 18 accused, including 
the main conspirators, in 
the case of the attack on the 
Army personnel, and recov-
ered cash, ATM cards and 
mobile phones looted from 
them,” a police spokesman 
said.

“A police party was 
rushed to the spot and after 
strenuous efforts, the injured 
Army men were rescued,” 
he said.

During investigation, it 
surfaced that the men were 
on their way to the Sheeri 
market area here, the spokes-
man said. “They boarded a 
bus from Kitchama. Qaiser 
Bilal Bhat, a known stone 
pelter, also boarded the same 
bus.

“Bhat hatched a con-
spiracy to get the Army men 
killed by falsely accusing 
them of  being braid chop-
pers. He raised an alarm 
near Sheeri Market, leading 

to a violent mob attack on 
them,” he added.

He said that certain ele-
ments have been using the 
braid- chopping incidents to 
disrupt peace in the valley, 
spread animosity between 
people and the security forc-
es, and create an atmosphere 
of fear and uncertainty forc-
ing women to remain con-
fined to their homes so that 
the radical religious agenda 
of  these elements are real-
ised.

In a case relating to an 
attack on a mentally-chal-
lenged youth in Sopore yes-
terday, police have taken into 
custody 12 accused identi-
fied on the basis of  video 
evidence, the official said.

He said policemen were 
looking for 15 people in-
volved in an attempt to mur-
der a youth by running him 
over with a tractor.

Police have also arrested 
10 people involved in as-
saulting a soldier after ac-
cusing him of being a braid- 
chopper in Kupwara district.

Three youths were ar-
rested in connection with 
the thrashing of two men by 
a vigilante group in Nishat 
area of the city on October 
6. 

“So far 45 miscreants 
have been arrested in con-
nection with these inci-
dents,” the spokesman said.

Bhubaneswar, Oct. 21 
(PTI): Normal life in five 
southern Odisha districts 
was hit in a dawn-to-dusk 
bandh called today by Mao-
ists, who allegedly killed a 
man in Kandhamal district 
and abducted a woman dur-
ing the agitation.

The 12-hour bandh was 
called by the Bansadhara-
Ghumusura-Nagabali divi-

sion of  the CPI(Maoist) 
demanding immediate arrest 
of culprits in the gang rape 
of  a minor at Kunduli vil-
lage in Koraput district, a 
stop to violence against tribal 
women and solution to the 
Mahanadi water row.

It affected life in Rayaga-
da, Kandhamal, Kalahandi, 
Gajapati and Ganjam dis-
tricts despite deployment 

of  BSF, CRPF, SOG and 
general police in sensitive 
places to ensure peace, of-
ficials said.

During the bandh, gov-
ernment buses remained off  
the roads in the five districts, 
official sources said.

Private transportation 
vehicles were in operation 
in urban centres, where, 
schools, colleges and shops 

remained open, they said.
The rebels blocked NH-

59 with logs near Tagada 
bridge, Baliguda and Tu-
mudibandh in Kandhamal 
district. Banners urging peo-
ple to make the agitation a 
success was put up by them 
at several places.

On Bhawanipatna-Ray-
agada route, there was com-
plete halt to vehicular traffic.

Jammu, Oct. 21 (PTI): 
Army chief  General Bipin 
Rawat said today that the 
Army has to remain pre-
pared to counter any Doka-
lam-like situation along the 
Sino-India border.

Rawat, while speak-
ing to reporters at a func-
tion here, also said that 
the mountain strike corps, 
designated as 17 Corps, was 
being raised as a “force of  
deterrence” and the process 
of its establishment was on 
schedule.

Asked if  the 17 corps 
was being established to 
counter China, Rawat said, 
“Why should we say it is 
against whom? It is for de-
terrence and deterrence is 
against any threat that may 
confront the nation.” 

The Cabinet Commit-

tee on Security headed by 
Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi had cleared the set-
ting up of  the 17 Corps in 
the latter part of 2014.

So far, one division 
comprising nearly 25,000 
soldiers has been raised 
for the Corps, which is at 
present headquartered at 
Ranchi. Once the raising of  
the 72 division is complete, 
the Corps will be based 
out of  Panagarh in West 
Bengal.

Asked if  there was any 
possibility of  a Dokalam-
like standoff  with China in 
any other part of  the Line 
of  Actual Control (LAC), 
Rawat said, “We have to 
remain prepared”.

The 73-day face-off  be-
tween Indian and Chinese 
troops in Dokalam started 

on June 16 after the Indian 
side stopped the construc-
tion of  a road by the Chi-
nese Army.

Rawat, while talking to 
reporters on the sidelines 
of  the function where he 
presented the President’s 
Standards to 47 Armoured 
Regiment, also said that 
the security situation in 
the Kashmir Valley was 
improving.

“I think the security sit-
uation in the Kashmir Val-
ley is improving and what 
is happening now in the 
Kashmir Valley is possibly 
highlighting the frustration 
of  the terrorists and those 
who are supporting them,” 
he said.

The Army chief  said 
that the “ups and downs” in 
terrorism keep happening.

“We will keep eliminat-
ing terrorists, and some 
wayward youth, because of  
the social media campaign 
of radicalisation, will come 
and join,” he said, adding 
that most of them were now 
operating overground and 
were surrendering.

Asked about the reopen-
ing of terror training camps 
across the LoC, Rawat said 
that they were never closed.

Militants were stationed 
in the training camps even 
then as they are today, he 
said.

On whether the Army 
will again carry out sur-
gical strikes to dismantle 
the terror camps across the 
border, Rawat said, “We 
have already said that surgi-
cal strikes were a method 
(to deal with terror infra-

structure across the border). 
There are other methods 
also.” 

The Army chief  also 
said that the enquiries 
into the terror attacks in 
Pathankot, Uri and Nagrota 
had been completed and ac-
tion taken.

“Punishments are being 
awarded to the people who 
are found guilty. Nobody is 
spared,” he said.

Asked about his reac-
tion to the statement of Pa-
kistan Army Chief  Qamar 
Jawed Bajwa that his coun-
try wants to have peaceful 
relations with India, Rawat 
said the military has a task 
and it will continue to per-
form the task.

“Any talks or anything 
that has to be done, will be 
decided at the political level. 

If  the political hierarchy 
takes a political call, we will 
continue to perform and do 
our tasks that has been en-
trusted to us,” he said.

Talking about whether 
the militancy graph has 
gone down after initiatives 
under the ‘Operation Sad-
hbhavana’, Rawat said, 
“Winning hearts and minds 
(of  people) is part of  any 
counter insurgency strategy 
and our nation has been fol-
lowing it rightly.” 

“Success  has  been 
achieved through Opera-
tion Sadhbhavana which 
is evident the way you see 
the goodwill of  schools in 
carrying out competitions. 
There are any number of  
people joining and sup-
porting the campaign,” 
he said.

Bengaluru, Oct. 21 (IANS): Union 
Minister Anantkumar Hegde has asked 
the Karnataka government to keep him 
out of the state’s Tipu Jayanti celebra-
tions, calling the erstwhile Mysore ruler 
Tipu Sultan a “brutal killer, wretched 
fanatic and mass rapist”.

“Conveyed (to) Karnataka govern-
ment not to invite me to shameful event 
of glorifying a person known as brutal 
killer, wretched fanatic and mass rap-
ist,” Hegde tweeted.

Hegde had also written an official 
letter to the state asking not to include 
his name for the event.

The Karnataka government, head-
ed by Chief  Minister Siddaramaiah, 
has planned to celebrate the erstwhile 
ruler’s birth anniversary on November 
10.

The ruling Congress began cel-
ebrating Tipu Sultan’s birth anniversary 
since 2015, which led to violent protests 
by the right-wing organisations in the 
Mysore region and other parts of the 

state.
Reacting to Hegde’s statement, 

Siddaramaiah told reporters here that 
the event was being given a “political” 
colour.

“It is being made into a political is-
sue. Four wars were fought against the 
British and Tipu fought all of them,” 
he said.

The invitation to the Union Min-
ister was extended only as part of the 
“protocol”, the Chief Minister added.

“It was only as part of the protocol 
that he (Hegde) was invited. The invita-
tion is extended to all central and state 
leaders as part of the protocol. It is up 
to them whether to attend or not,” Sid-
daramaiah said.

An official from the Chief  Min-
ister’s Office told IANS: “Since Tipu 
Jayanti is being celebrated as a state 
event, the protocol demands that the 
Union Ministers from the state and 
other central government ministers be 
invited.”

The letters to all ministers were sent 
out in advance and it was their discre-
tion whether or not to be a part of the 
event, the official added.

A Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP) 
lawmaker from the state Prahlad Joshi 
has alleged that Tipu Sultan was “anti-
Hindu, anti-Kannada and exploited 
India”.

“The state should not be using 
public money for the celebrations. 
Karnataka government is playing 
vote bank politics to appease Muslims 
in the state ahead of  the upcoming 
state assembly elections,” alleged 
another BJP lawmaker Shobha Ka-
randlaje.

Known as the “Tiger of Mysore”, 
Tipu Sultan ruled the Mysore kingdom 
from 1782-1799 succeeding his father 
Hyder Ali. 

Though Tipu Sultan was born in 
1750 at Devanahalli on the outskirts of  
Bengaluru, his kingdom’s capital was at 
Srirangapatna near Mysore.

Family members of martyr’s paying tribute to slain police personnel during police commemoration Day 
at PAP headquarters in Jalandhar on Saturday.

PTI
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Zimbabwe President Robert Mugabe. (File Photo)

NEWS IN BRIEF
UN voices concern over fighting in 
east Afghanistan
United Nations, Oct. 21 (IANS): The Office for the 
Coordination of  Humanitarian Affairs (OCHA) is 
concerned about intensified fighting between the Taliban 
and the Islamic State-Khorasan in eastern Afghanistan, 
which has triggered new displacements, said the world 
body on Friday.There are more than 2,000 newly 
displaced people, adding to the 5,000 people that were 
displaced by the fighting that started five days ago in 
Nangarhar province, UN spokesman Farhan Haq 
quoted local sources as saying.Ambulances are currently 
on standby and the World Health Organization has 
dispatched additional supplies to cover a total of 2,000 
patients, said Haq. OCHA said it will continue to provide 
humanitarian assistance, wherever access permits

Egyptian officials say 55 police 
killed in Cairo shootout
Cairo, Oct. 21 (PTI/AP): Egyptian security officials 
say at least 55 policemen, including 20 officers and 34 
conscripts, have been killed in a shootout during a raid 
on a militant hideout near Cairo.

The officials today said that the exchange of fire took 
place late yesterday in the al-Wahat al-Bahriya area in 
Giza governorate, about 135 kilometers from the capital 
after security services moved in.The officials say the 
death toll could increase.They spoke on condition of  
anonymity because they were not authorized to speak 
to the media.Egypt’s Interior Ministry issued a statement 
on the raid late yesterday but didn’t provide a death toll.

Five injured in Munich knife 
attack
Munich, Oct. 21 (IANS): At least five people were 
injured on Saturday by a man wielding a knife in this 
German, police said.The police said that no one had 
received life-threatening injuries, but urged citizens to 
stay in their homes and avoid the Rosenheimer Platz 
area as the assailant had escaped after the incident 
and was at large, reports Efe news.“We are looking 
for the perpetrator with all available agents,” said the 
city’s police force, adding that the suspect was in his 
40s, wearing a green jacket, grey trousers and carried a 
rucksack with a sleeping bag.He fled on a black bicycle.
The motives behind the attack were unclear.

16 killed in Egypt road accident
Cairo, Oct. 21 (IANS): At least 16 people were killed 
and nine others wounded on Saturday in a collision 
of several cars in a desert road near Assuit province in 
Egypt, said an official.A truck crashed with a private 
car which in turn caused the three more collisions in 
Assuit-Red Sea road, Xinhua reported quoting General 
Gamal Shoker, the chief of Assuit Security Directorate.
The dead included four children and five women, he 
added, saying the wounded were admitted to Assuit 
Public Hospital.In 2016, at least 14,710 traffic accidents 
killed about 5,343 Egyptians and injured 18,646 others, 
with 72 per cent of accidents due to human error, 18.2 
due to technical problems of vehicles and 3.1 due to 
road problems, according to a report from Egypt’s 
Central Agency for Public Mobilization and Statistics.
Road accidents are common in Egypt due to lack of  
highway monitoring systems, poor road maintenance 
and violation of traffic rules. 

Hundreds pray for safe return of 
missing Indian toddler in US
Houston, Oct. 21 (PTI): Hundreds of  people from 
different walks of life in the US have participated in a 
prayer vigil for the safe return of a 3-year-old Indian girl 
who disappeared nearly two weeks ago in Richardson 
city in Texas.Sherin Mathews vanished on October 7 
after her adoptive father Wesley Mathews told police he 
left her outside their home at 3 am as punishment for not 
drinking her milk.The special needs toddler, according to 
the reports, was adopted by the Indian-origin couple from 
an NGO in Bihar’s Nalanda last year.Wesley Mathews, 
37, was arrested for suspected child endangerment for 
the treatment of his daughter Sherin. He was taken into 
custody after reporting the incident to authorities and has 
been released on bond, according to police.

Rohingya Muslim children, who crossed over from Myanmar into Bangladesh, wait 
for their turn to receive food handouts distributed to children and women by a Turk-
ish aid agency at Thaingkhali refugee camp, Bangladesh, Saturday, Oct. 21, 2017. 

APF/PTI

Rights activists, media persons welcome 
return of abducted Pakistani woman journalist 

Toll in Afghan suicide attacks reaches 72 

Spain begins meeting to decide Catalonia’s autonomy 

Nearly 590,000 Rohingya refugees in 
B’desh threatened by diseases — UN 

Somalia truck bomb death 
toll jumps to 358 dead

Robert Mugabe named 
goodwill ambassador by WHO 

Islamabad, Oct. 21 (IANS): Hu-
man rights activists and media 
persons have welcomed the return 
of  Zeenat Shahzadi, a Pakistani 
woman journalist who went miss-
ing two years ago while following 
the case of  the alleged enforced 
disappearance of an Indian national, 
Hamid Ansari, in Lahore.

Retired Justice Javed Iqbal, head 
of the missing persons commission, 
confirmed Shahzadi’s return while 
speaking to BBC Urdu. She was 
recovered on Wednesday night from 
near the Pakistan-Afghan border, 
Iqbal said.

Well-known Pakistani journal-
ist and rights activist Beena Sar-
war tweeted about Shahzadi being 
found: “Thrilled that the disappeared 
activist-journalist Zeenat Shehzadi is 
home safe.” 

Journalist Raza Ahmad Rumi 
tweeted: “Best news today. Young 
Pakistani journalist Zeenat Shahzadi 
‘missing’ for 2 years, is back. God 
knows what she went through. Ac-
countability?”

Human rights advocate Mus-
tafa Qadri posted: “Great, journalist 
Zeenat Shahzadi, first woman jour-
nalist I’m aware of who may have 
been subjected to enforced disap-
pearance, has been released.”

In Toronto, Canadian Journal-
ists for Free Expression (CJFE) 
expressed happiness at Shahzadi’s 
safe release. 

The CJFE had held a rally on 
August 19 on the second anniversary 
of her kidnapping to bring attention 
to her case and call on the Canadian 
government to intervene with the 
Pakistani government for her release. 

According to a Dawn report, 
the National Accountability Bureau 
chief  said some “non-state actors 
and enemy agencies” had kidnapped 
Shahzadi and she was recovered 
from them and that some tribal 
elders in Balochistan and Khyber 
Pakhtunkhwa played an important 
role in her recovery.

Shahzadi’s family has yet to issue 
a statement.

Shahzadi was reported to have 
been abducted by Pakistani agencies. 
She had filed an application with 
the Supreme Court’s Human Rights 
Cell on behalf  of  Fauzia Ansari, 
Hamid Ansari’s mother.

According to Zeenat’s family, 
she had been receiving threatening 
phone calls asking her not to pursue 
Ansari’s case before her alleged en-
forced disappearance.

The International Commission 
of  Jurists (ICJ) had mentioned 
Shahzadi’s case in its report on 
August 30, 2017 titled - “No more 
‘missing persons’: the criminaliza-
tion of  enforced disappearance in 
South Asia”.

Canadian Journalists for Free 
Expression (CJFE) said that the 
“brazen, daylight kidnapping of  
a young female journalist was the 
first of its kind in Pakistan. Zeenat’s 
family and the Human Rights Com-
mission of  Pakistan believe Paki-
stan’s Special Forces are responsible, 
because she fearlessly pursued an 
explosive story the spy agencies 
didn’t want told.

“At the time of  her disappear-
ance, Shahzadi was working to find 
Nehal Hamid Ansari, an Indian 
citizen who disappeared in Pakistan 

in 2012. Sources suggest that An-
sari, a 28-year-old engineer, was in 
the country for love. He formed a 
relationship with a Pakistani woman 
over Facebook, and panicked when 
she told him that her parents were 
pushing her to marry someone else. 
Deciding that he had to see her, 
Ansari reportedly entered Pakistan 
illegally via Afghanistan, failing 
to obtain a visa. By November 15, 
2015, Ansari had vanished, leaving 
his frantic family desperately search-
ing for information.

“Shahzadi had approached the 
Supreme Court of  Pakistan, the 
Peshawar High Court and the Com-
mission of Inquiry on Enforced Dis-
appearances on behalf  of  Ansari’s 
mother, who had granted Power of  
Attorney to Shahzadi for the search. 
The Commission of Inquiry ordered 
the registration of a First Informa-
tion Report (FIR), a missing person’s 
petition, for Ansari in 2014.

“In January 2016, thanks to the 
efforts of Shahzadi, the Deputy At-
torney General of  Pakistan finally 
admitted that the Ministry of  De-
fense had detained Ansari pending 
his trial in a military court. It was 
later reported that the court sen-
tenced him to three years in prison 
on the charges of  espionage and 
illegally entering Pakistan.

“According to Shahzadi’s broth-
er Latif, Shahzadi was repeatedly 
interrogated and threatened by 
security forces pressuring her to 
withdraw from Hamid Ansari’s case, 
but remained steadfast in her com-
mitment to help the family. Shahzadi 
was due to appear before the Com-
mission on Enforced Disappear-

ances just days after she disappeared.
“Pakistan’s intelligence agen-

cy, the Inter-Services Intelligence 
(ISI), has been known to target 
journalists. Law enforcement 
agencies exercise unrestricted 
powers under the Pakistan Protec-
tion Act of  2014. Those powers 
were further strengthened in 2015 
by the Pakistan Protection Ordi-
nance (PPO) which offers greater 
power and the opportunity for im-
punity to the police, intelligence, 
law enforcement authorities and 
military for acts like forced kid-
napping, torture and extrajudicial 
killings.”

It quoted the Asian Human 
Rights Commission as saying that 
“[Pakistan’s] higher judiciary, includ-
ing the Supreme Court, has on many 
occasions found personnel from the 
Pakistan army and paramilitary to be 
involved in abductions, enforced de-
tentions and later disappearances.”

“The Commission on Enforced 
Disappearances works under the 
jurisdictions of the federal govern-
ment and has no authority over the 
country’s security agencies. 1,300 
out of a total 3,000 missing people’s 
cases remain pending before the 
commission. In addition to the miss-
ing persons’ crisis, Pakistan ranks 
sixth in the Committee to Protect 
Journalists’ list of  the 20 deadliest 
countries for journalists in the world, 
and as the ninth worst country in 
the world for impunity for crimes 
against journalists,” it said.

Shahzadi’s family suffered a 
tragedy in March 2016 when her 
teenaged brother, distraught over her 
kidnapping, hanged himself.

United Nations, Oct. 21 
(IANS): The World Health 
Organization (WHO) has 
appointed Zimbabwe Presi-
dent Robert Mugabe as a 
goodwill ambassador to help 
tackle non-communicable 
diseases.

New WHO head Te-
dros Adhanom Ghebreye-
sus praised Zimbabwe for 
its commitment to public 
health, BBC reported on 
Saturday.

But critics say Zimba-
bwe’s health care system 
has collapsed, with the presi-
dent and many of his senior 
ministers going abroad for 
treatment.They say that staff  
are often unpaid and medi-
cines are in short supply.
Tedros, who is Ethiopian, is 
the first African to lead the 
WHO and replaced Mar-
garet Chan, who stepped 
down from her 10-year post 
in June.

He was elected with 
a mandate to tackle per-
ceived politicisation in the 

organisation.The WHO 
head praised Zimbabwe 
as “a country that places 
universal health coverage 
and health promotion at the 
centre of its policies to pro-
vide health care to all”.But 
US-based campaign group 
Human Rights Watch said 
it was an embarrassment to 
give the ambassador role to 
Mugabe given his record on 
human rights.

“If  you look at Zim-
babwe, Mugabe’s corrup-
tion, his utter mismanage-
ment of  the economy has 
devastated health services 
there,” said executive direc-
tor Kenneth Roth.“Indeed, 
you know, Mugabe himself  
travels abroad for his health 
care. He’s been to Singa-
pore three times this year 
already. His senior officials 
go to South Africa for their 
health care.“When you go 
to Zimbabwean hospitals, 
they lack the most basic 
necessities.”The idea of hail-
ing Mr Mugabe “as any 

Kabul, Oct. 21 (IANS): The toll in two 
suicide attacks that took place in Kabul and 
Ghor province has increased to 71 with 83 
others injured, Afghan authorities said on 
Saturday.

The Islamic State (IS) terror group has 
claimed responsibility for the attacks that 
took place on Friday evening, reports Xin-
hua news agency.

Forty-one worshippers died and 61 were 
injured when a suicide bomber detonated 
explosives inside the Imam Zamam mosque 
in Kabul’s Dasht-e-Barchi neighbourhood 
which is predominantly populated by the 
Shia Hazara minority.

Twenty-nine people were killed inside 
the mosque while 12 others succumbed to 
their injuries in or on the way to hospitals, 
mosque officials told the local media.

About an hour before the blast in Kabul, 
a suicide attacker detonated explosives at the 

Khwajagan mosque in the Dulina district of  
Ghor province.

 The attack occurred as an important 
anti-Taliban militiaman, Fazal Hayat Khan, 
and his men were praying inside, provincial 
authorities said. 

At least 31 people were killed in this 
attack. In a separate incident on Saturday 
morning, three rockets were fired at a diplo-
matic area in Kabul.

“The attack occurred at around 6.10 
a.m., and the rockets struck localities in 
Police District 10 and Police District 9,” a 
witness told Xinhua news agency.

One rocket reportedly hit a wall at an 
embassy and two others exploded close to 
Resolute Support headquarters, Tolo News 
quoted the police as saying. 

However, there were reports of any casu-
alties or injuries and no group has claimed 
responsibility for this attack.

Mogadishu, Oct. 21 (PTI/AFP): 
Somalia’s deadliest ever attack, a 
truck bomb in the capital Mogadishu, 
has now killed 358 people with 228 
more injured, the government said, a 
major jump in the fatality toll.

A truck packed with explosives 
blew up in Hodan on October 14, 
destroying some 20 buildings in the 
bustling commercial district, leaving 
scores of  victims burned beyond 
recognition.

Several experts told AFP the 
truck was probably carrying at least 
500 kilos (1,100 pounds) of  explo-
sives.

“The latest number of casualties 
642 (358 dead, 228 injured, 56 miss-
ing). 122 injured ppl flown to Turkey, 
Sudan & Kenya,” Somali Minister 
of Information Abdirahman Osman 
tweeted.

The figures mark a sharp increase 
in the toll, which earlier this week was 
put at 276 dead and 300 wounded.

The attack has overwhelmed 
Somalia’s fragile health system, and 
allies from the US, Qatar, Turkey and 
Kenya have sent planeloads of medi-
cal supplies as well as doctors, with all 
except the US also evacuating some 
of the wounded.

Death tolls are notoriously dif-
ficult to establish in Mogadishu, with 
families often quickly taking victims 
away to be buried.

There has been no immedi-
ate claim of  responsibility, but Al-

Shabaab, a militant group aligned 
with Al-Qaeda, carries out regular 
suicide bombings in Mogadishu 
in its bid to overthrow Somalia’s 
internationally-backed government.

The group has a history of  not 
claiming attacks whose scale pro-
vokes massive public outrage.

Already more than 100 unidenti-
fied people have been buried who 
were burned beyond recognition.

While the rapid burial is partly 
due to Islamic culture, the Soma-
li government also has no proper 
morgue nor the capability to carry 
out forensic tests to identify the 
victims.

Somali President Mohamed Ab-
dullahi Mohamed vowed Wednesday 
to step up the war against Al-Shabaab, 
saying that the attack showed “that 
we have not done enough to stop 
Shabaab.” 

“If we don’t respond to this now, 
the time will surely come when 
pieces of flesh from all of us are being 
picked up off the ground. We need 
to stand up together and fight Al- 
Shabaab who continue massacring 
our people,” he said.

However it was unclear what 
Farmajo -- who came into office eight 
months ago also vowing to eliminate 
Al-Shabaab -- planned to do to stop 
the militants from carrying out such 
attacks.The previous most deadly at-
tack in Somalia killed 82 people and 
injured 120 in October 2011.

Madrid, Oct. 21 (IANS): The Spanish gov-
ernment on Saturday began a special cabinet 
meeting to approve measures to take direct 
control of the semi-autonomous region of  
Catalonia, the media reported.

At a press conference after the meeting, 
Prime Minister Mariano Rajoy announced 
the decision on whether to activate Article 
155 of  Spain’s 1978 Constitution, a mecha-
nism that strips Catalonia’s self-governing 
institutions of  their autonomy, allowing 
it to take over running of  the region, in 
response to the region’s recent independ-
ence bid.

The government said the application of  
the article was justified by the “rebellious, 
systematic and conscious disobedience” 
shown by the Catalan regional govern-
ment to its legal obligations and by the fact 
that its actions were considered to gravely 
threaten Spain’s general interests, reports 
Efe news.

Once the measures are approved by the 
council of ministers, they are to be voted on 
by the Senate on October 27.

On Friday, Rajoy refused to give any 
details on what initiatives might be taken 
or whether his conservative Popular Party 
had made a deal with any other parties, 
though the opposition Socialist Party 
(PSOE) claimed they had agreed that re-
gional elections would be held in Catalonia 
in January.

He had said that the government was 
being forced to act in what he described as a 
critical situation.

However, Rajoy insisted that Article 
155 would be a final measure applied 
only if  a situation where legislation was 
under attack and the rule of  law was being 
eradicated.

“There cannot be areas where the gov-
ernment does not follow the law, because if  
the government does not follow the law, then 
how can we ask citizens to do so?” he said.

On October 1, Catalonia held an inde-
pendence referendum deemed unconstitu-
tional by the Spanish judiciary in which a 
majority of voters cast their ballots in favour 
of leaving Spain.

Of the 43 per cent of Catalans said to 
have taken part, 90 per cent voted in favour 
of independence. But many anti-independ-
ence supporters boycotted the ballot, arguing 
it was not valid. 

On October 10, Catalan President Carles 
Puigdemont declared independence but im-
mediately suspended it in order to hold talks 
with Madrid.

The central government asked him to 
clarify whether he had fully declared inde-
pendence or not, warning that if the answer 
was yes, Article 155 would be put in motion. 

Puigdemont has argued that the refer-
endum result gave him a mandate to pursue 
independence.

United Nations, Oct. 21 (IANS): 
Nearly 590,00 Rohingya refugees 
have been admitted to camps in 
Bangladesh and 320,00 refugee 
children among them are threat-
ened by water-borne diseases and 
desperate living conditions, a UN 
spokesman said Friday.

The Office for the Coordina-
tion of  Humanitarian Affairs 
(OCHA) reported that 589,000 
Rohingyas have fled Myanmar’s 
northern Rakhine State since 
alleged retaliation following a 
deadly rebel militia attack on 
Aug. 25 against police posts, said 
Farhan Haq, the UN spokesman.

Just over half of the new ar-
rivals in Bangladesh are staying in 
Kutupalong Expansion, he said. It 
was described as a single large site 
where aid partners are working 
with authorities to improve road 
access, infrastructure and basic 
services.

The UN refugee agency (UN-
HCR) said nearly 7,000 of  the 
refugees had been admitted to 
Bangladesh after spending up 
to four days stranded near the 
border. “Thousands more are 
believed to be on their way from 
Myanmar.”The most vulnerable 
among the new arrivals are taken 
by bus from the border to a transit 
center, where the UNHCR and 
its partners provide food, water, 
medical checks and temporary 
shelter, Haq said.

kind of example of positive 
contribution to health care 
is absolutely absurd”, he 
added.

President Mugabe heard 
about the award while at-
tending a conference held by 
the WHO, a UN agency, on 
non-communicable diseases 
(NCDs) in Montevideo.
He told delegates how his 
country had adopted sev-
eral strategies to combat 
the challenges presented by 
NCDs, which the WHO 
says kill about 40 million 
people a year and include 
cancers, respiratory diseases 
and diabetes.

“Zimbabwe has de-
veloped a national NCD 
policy, a palliative care 
policy, and has engaged 
United Nations agencies 
working in the country, to 
assist in the development 
of  a cervical cancer pre-
vention and control strate-
gy,” Mugabe was reported 
by the state-run Zimba-
bwe Herald newspaper as 
saying.But the President 
admitted that Zimbabwe 
was similar to other de-
veloping countries in that 
it was “hamstrung by a 
lack of  adequate resources 
for executing programmes 
aimed at reducing NCDs 
and other health condi-
tions afflicting the peo-
ple”.

Z i m b a b we ’s  m a i n 
MDC opposition party 
also strongly criticised 
the WHO move. “The 
Zimbabwe health deliv-
ery system is in a sham-
bolic state, it is an insult,” 
said spokesman Ober t 
Gutu. “Mugabe trashed 
our health delivery sys-
tem. He and his family go 
outside of  the country for 
treatment in Singapore af-
ter he allowed our public 
hospitals to collapse.”

AP/PTI

The UN Children’s Agency 
(UNICEF) said that desperate 
living conditions and water-borne 
diseases are threatening more 
than 320,000 Rohingya refugee 
children, he said.A new report 
by the agency said most of  the 
refugees are living in overcrowded 
and unsanitary makeshift settle-
ments.

Despite an expanding in-
ternational aid effort led by the 
government of  Bangladesh, the 
report said that the essential 
needs of many children are not 

being met, the spokesman said. 
“UNICEF is also calling for an 
end to the atrocities targeting 
civilians in Rakhine State, as well 
as for humanitarian actors to be 
given immediate and unfettered 
access.” 

A pledging conference for 
donors next Monday in Geneva 
was announced earlier this week. 
Officials said they hope to raise 
$434 million to aid Rohingya 
refugees and their hosts, some 
11.2 million people in all. So far it 
is only 26 per cent funded.
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Melanie C conducts mini Spice Girls reunion for new music video
First realising the song was destined to become a big hit during a promotional tour in 
Brazil earlier this year, Melanie and her acoustic band were stunned after performing an 
improvised version of ‘Room For Love’ at a fan event, where everybody sang all the words 
right back to them. It was at that point the idea for her video began conception. Asking the 
fans to make their own version of the video, Melanie and her team chose their favourite 
clips and brought them together with fan footage of her performing the track, along with 
social media-themed graphics. The song is taken from Melanie’s new album ‘Version 
of Me’, and follows the brilliant response to previous single ‘Hold On’. Co-written with 
Olaniyi Michael Akinkumni, Mo Samuels and Varren Wade, the track is produced by 
SOS Music and was recorded in both London and Los Angeles. (Femalefirst.co.uk)

Miss Dimapur 2017 beauty pageant on Oct. 27 Moko Koza releases new 
single in Nagamese 

Man claiming to be Salman’s bodyguard 
‘threatens’ woman with gangrape 

voice, opinion — Kalki Koechlin

Adele, Abba and Katy Perry 
songs banned from Karaoke

Crossover with ‘Godzilla’, ‘King 
Kong’ could happen — DeKnight

TICKET RATES
Silver Rs. 80
Gold Rs. 150

HILL STAR 
Movie Schedule
Hill Star is thrilled to announce its valued HillStarCinema 
fans that the hall is now live at BookMyShowIN You can 

now BUY tickets online! 

11 am, 5 pm: Secret 
Super Star (Hindi)

2 pm, 8 pm: Golmal 
Again (hindi)

E
thnic Group of Nagaland 
(EGoN), the official organ-
iser of Miss Dimapur beauty 
pageant is back in action hunt-
ing for a beauty queen with 

preparations in full swing.
Over a press note from the oganisers 

mentions that the fulfilling journey of  
Miss Dimapur so far, president EGoN, 
Miranda Jamir feels that Miss Dimapur is 
one platform that can make you accom-
plish your dreams. “Beauty pageants have 
served as an open platform for beautiful 
girls to showcase their talent and it won’t 
be wrong to say that millions of people 
have actually come forward and benefited 
from it.”

The release mentions that this year 
18 beauties will be vying for the Miss 

Dimapur crown, the grant finale sched-
uled to be held on October 27 from 4 pm 
onwards at IMC Hall.

It mentioned that after thorough 
deliberation and screening by the Ethnic 
Group of Nagaland (EGoN), 18 girls 
have been shortlisted as finalist to com-
pete for the crown.

On October 23, AIDA beauti-
cian trainer Talichila is said to train 
the contestants on hair and beauty at 
Don Bosco tech AIDA followed by a 
seminar on clean election with Roland 
Mery, AEO Dimapur as the resource 
person. 

While October 24 is said to be 
witnessed with fun activities like fitness 
competition to be hosted by Nagaland 
Armed Police Training Center (NAPTC), 

Chumoukedima. Chekrovolu Swuro, the 
first among females and the second Ol-
ympian from Nagaland is said to interact 
and give crash course lesson on Archery 
to the contestants which will be followed 
by the official photo shoot for Miss 
Dimapur 2017. Further it mentions that 
the girls will be given lessons on soft skills, 
ethics, grooming session and catwalk by 
various trainers on October 25 and 26th.

Apart from the crowning of Miss 
Dimapur 2017, 1st runners up and 2nd 
runners up, this year’s pageant is also 
said to witness the crowning of various 
sub-titles such as: Miss. Photogenic, Miss 
Catwalk, Miss Congeniality, Style Icon 
2017, EGoN Fitness Icon, EGoN Fresh 
Face, Best Ethnic Wear, Miss. Body 
Beautiful and Miss. Beautiful Skin. 

According to the organisers, Miss 
Dimapur beauty pageant also initiates to 
promote the rich cultural diversity, and 
to provide an accessible platform for the 
younger generation to showcase their 
talents through sports, music, dance, 
modeling, and more. 

Upcoming artist like Naro Sangtam- 
Voice of Nagaland (2015) finalist, Muno 
Shiu, a young upcoming solo artist from 
Dimapur, Pedro’s Dance Studio- special-
ized in classical Jazz, contemporary hip 
hop, etc. is said to be performing during 
the finale. 

Along with the Miss Dimapur crown-
ing ceremony, EGoN in the release prom-
ised an entertaining finale to enthrall the 
audience of Miss Dimapur 2017.

EMN

Moments in fashion not real life, 
says Claudia Schiffer

Supermodel Claudia Schiffer says the fashion 
industry is “not real life” and though it may be 
“amazing” to be a part of, it is not a true reflec-
tion of the world. The 47-year-old supermodel, 

who was first signed to Metropolitan Model Agency 
aged 17, calls herself as a “realistic person”, reports fe-
malefirst.co.uk. “I’m a quite logical and realistic person 
and over the years I’ve learned that these moments in 
fashion are amazing but they are short and they’re not 
real life,” Schiffer told Vogue.com. The catwalk icon has 
vowed to “only” work with companies on projects she 
“loves”, which is why she “dips (her) toes in and out” 
of the business.

IANS

Griffith was diagnosed with epilepsy

Actress Melanie Griffith says she was diag-
nosed with epilepsy brought on by stress.

The 60-year-old started suffering from 
seizures towards the end of her marriage to 

Antonio Banderas, reports hollywoodreporter.com.
Griffith, who split from Banderas in 2014, said her 

condition is now under control thanks to medication.
“Every seizure that I had was at a point when I was 

extremely stressed. The last two that I had I was on a 
boat outside of Cannes -- on a big yacht -- and I was 
extremely stressed out,” Griffith said. “I had this major 
grand mal seizure, and they took me to the hospital in 
Cannes and then brought me back to the boat. And then 
I had another seizure and I went back. They did the 
EEG and started to look at it seriously,” she added.

IANS

‘Justice League’ sequel in the works

Sequel to “Justice League” is already in develop-
ment, says actor JK Simmons, who essays Com-
missioner Gordon in the film. In an interview 
with Total Film magazine, Simmons said that a 

script for “Justice League 2” is currently being written, 
reports reports aceshowbiz.com. Talking about his role 
in the first film, Simmons said: “Well, Commissioner 
Gordon wears a trench coat in every scene, so I don’t 
know that the ‘pumped up’ part is going to be all that 
evident, especially when you’re standing next to Bat-
man!.” “But this is the first ‘Justice League’ movie -- we 
hope -- of a few. They are working on scripts for ‘The 
Batman’ and for the next ‘Justice League’ movie. It 
introduces my incarnation of Commissioner Gordon. I 
don’t have a lot to do. I feel like I just dipped my toe in 
the water of who Commissioner Gordon will be,” he 
added,  It is also confirmed that Zack Snyder will direct 
“Justice League 2”.  The sequel was initially scheduled 
to release in June 2019, but has since been delayed to ac-
commodate the release for Matt Reeves’ “The Batman”. 

IANS

A 
31-year-old 
woman was 
allegedly 
threatened 
with gangrape 

over her mobile phone by a 
caller, who claimed himself  
to be the bodyguard of Bol-
lywood actor Salman Khan 
at Bandra here, police said 
today.

Based on the com-

plaint filed by the woman, 
Khar police registered an 
offence under IPC section 
509 (word, gesture or act 
intended to insult the mod-
esty of a woman), senior 
police inspector Ramchan-
dra Jadhav of Khar Police 
said.

“As per the complaint, 
the victim, who runs a non-
profit organisation (NGO), 

received the call on her 
mobile phone yesterday 
afternoon by a person, who 
claimed himself to be the 
bodyguard of actor Salman 
Khan, and threatened her 
with gangrape,” senior po-
lice inspector Ramchandra 
Jadhav said.

According to the 
woman, the caller also 
used abusive language 

against her, he said.
“We are investigating 

from which number the 
victim received the threat 
call and also verifying, who 
is using that number,” he 
said.

So far, nobody has been 
arrested, Jadhav said add-
ing that further investiga-
tion into the case is on.

PTI

T
he “Pacific Rim” movie 
franchise could crossover with 
Monster universe, says “Pacific 
Rim Uprising” director Steven 
S. DeKnight.

“I won’t say there’s an Easter Egg but 
there’s been a lot of discussion about that 
possibility of crossing over. Look I think 
it would be fantastic to have the ‘Pacific 
Rim’ universe join Legendary’s Monster 
Universe, it seems like a natural step,” 
DeKnight told Collider magazine, reports 
aceshowbiz.com.

“And part of the big overall plan after 
the third movie we’ve talked about is that 
could happen, it’s always a possibility. It’s 
by far not a certainty; it’s merely theo-

retical at this point, but as a fan myself  I 
would love to see that happen,” DeKnight 
added. 

DeKnight also talked about a possible 
follow-up to “Pacific Rim: Uprising”. 

“We definitely leave it open to another 
instalment. The tricky thing with some-
thing like this is you want to not end on a 
cliffhanger,” he said. 

“You don’t want an ‘Empire Strikes 
Back’ cliffhanger unless you know you are 
going to do a third movie -- you want to 
leave it open but also wrap it up. So, that’s 
very much what we did on this movie. It 
has a definitive ending but very much open 
to the next chapter,” DeKnight added. 

IANS

N
ational award-winning 
actress Kalki Koechlin, who 
is known for voicing her 
opinions without mincing 
words, says her upbringing 

and cultural consciousness helped her to 
become an opinionated person.

Whether it is on gender equality, 
against sexual abuse of women or support-

ing LGBT community, Kalki has always 
expressed her thoughts firmly.

Asked about her driving force on 
taking stands on social issues, Kalki told 
IANS here: “I think my upbringing helped 
me to find my voice and opinion on things, 
developed a certain kind of sensibility. 
I have grown up in a very open cultural 
environment. Since I was born into a 
French-South Indian family and grew up 
in Auroville ashram, the environment was 
very inclusive. I am not religious but quite 
spiritual.”

“Then I went to a boarding school in 
Ooty from the age of six to 18, so again, 
mingling with others, living together, going 
out for trekking on weekends, learning sur-
viving skillsaour childhood was different. I 
think that environment also helped me to 
develop mental strength, empathy for oth-
ers, a starting for what is right,” she added.

Kalki shared that it was during her 
performance at the India Today Conclave, 
did she realise that her opinion touched the 
cord of people on right note.

“Since the audience was filled with 
achievers from different walks of life, from 
across the country, and not regular theatre 
audience, I was little worried and nervous 
about how will they react to it. But the end 
of the performance when I got a stand-
ing ovation and from their overwhelming 
response, I just realized how they have 
understood the relevance of the act,” said 
Kalki.

Kalki will soon be seen in “Ribbon” 
where she is playing a young mother of a 
newborn baby girl. 

IANS

A
fter making 
a mark with 
his hit single 
‘One day’ 
(Khunhie 

Puo), Kohima’s very own 
Moko Koza has dropped 
his new rap song in Nag-
amese dialect. 

His singly “Puisa” is 
said to be a sampled beat 
from Aloe Blacc’s “I need 
a dollar”. 

The press release 
mentions that the song 
humorously talks about 

one’s perspectives towards 
money. 

Starting off  with 
catchy phrases, he raps 
about one being broke 
and in need of money and 
how it impacts us and the 
people around. On the 
second verse, he takes it to 
a general view and shares 
his opinions on the present 
scenario with Nagaland’s 
crisis. 

On the outro of the 
song, he leaves a strong 
message stating, “We all 
need money to satisfy 
ourselves, but what money 
cannot buy is Love and 
Love is priceless”. 

The release further 
mentions that the song 
speaks about corruption 
where money comes into 
play. We raise our voice 
against corruptions but, 
are we actually practising 
what we are preaching

Through the release, 
the singer has extended his 
greetings to all the people 
of Nagaland and urged 
each and every one to 
spread Love and not Hate.

His song can now be 
downloaded at YouTube. 

EMN

T
he London born 
star’s smash hit single 
‘Hello’, Abba’s ‘Danc-
ing Queen’ and Katy’s 
‘Roar’ are some of the 

classic tunes that Karaoke lovers 
will be prohibited from singing, 
as 100 bands and performers are 
no longer issuing new licenses 
for their music, the Daily Mirror 
reports. The order already applies 
to online streaming services but 
will be extended to discs from 
January.

Jay Taylor, director of  
karaoke disc-maker Vocal-Star, 
said the move, which also affects 
home karaoke machines, is set to 
devastate the industry.

He told the Mirror: “We can’t 

understand why they’re doing it, 
it makes no sense.”

It’s not clear exactly why the 
music is being restricted, but Rob 
Kempton, of music rights con-
sultancy Footprint Music, said 
it could be a variety of reasons, 
including the stars’ personal pref-
erence, that prompted the ban.

He said: “Artists might want 
to negotiate their own deal with 
karaoke companies, or it might be 
they don’t want songs overplayed 
and put people off. “Maybe some 
just don’t like karaoke.”

Meanwhile, Adele will pay 
tribute to the late George Michael 
with a heartfelt version of his hit 
single ‘Fastlove’ in his upcoming 
posthumous documentary ‘Free-

dom’.

The 29-year-old singer will 
be seen performing the track 
during the opening credits of the 
documentary - which George 
was working on prior to his pass-
ing on Christmas Day (25.12.16) 
last year at the age of 53 - after 
she wowed audiences with a 
slowed-down cover of the song at 
the Grammy awards earlier this 
year. 

And insiders also believe the 
‘Hello’ hitmaker could be set 
to release her cover of the 1996 
track as a single in memory of  
the late former Wham! singer.

femalefirst.co.uk

Sightings
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Pakistan captain Sarfraz Ahmed during a press conference.

LeBron James of the Cleveland Cavaliers drives to the basket during the second half of a game against the 
Milwaukee Bucks at the Bradley Center in Milwaukee, Wisconsin.

Honda rider Marc Marquez celebrates a er taking pole posi on for the Australian 
MotoGP.

PTI

New Zealand players during a prac ce session ahead of an India-New Zealand ODI at Wankhede Stadium in Mumbai on Saturday.
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Pakistan captain Sarfraz turns 
down offer from a bookmaker

James delivers as Cavaliers breeze past Bucks

Marquez takes pole for Australian Moto GP
Barca want to stay in La Liga amid 
independence crisis - club president

Karachi, Oct. 21 (PTI): In 
a shocking revelation, Paki-
stan captain Sarfraz Ahmed 
has disclosed that he turned 
down a lucrative offer from 
a bookmaker in Dubai dur-
ing the ongoing ODI se-
ries against Sri Lanka and 
reported the matter to the 
anti-corruption and security 
unit officials.

The incident has shaken 
the Pakistan team manage-
ment and anti-corruption 
and security officials travel-
ling with the team in the 
UAE, as they felt that the 
bans imposed on batsmen 
Sharjeel Khan and Khalid 
Latif  for spot-fixing in Paki-
stan Super League might 
have stopped such moves.

“The matter has been 
handled as per standard 
procedure but there is a lot 
of respect for Sarfraz, who 
as a captain and player, 
has set a great example for 
his teammates on how to 
avoid attempts to corrupt 
the game,” an official of the 
Pakistan Cricket Board said 
on condition of anonymity.

“ICC rules don’t allow 
us to name player (s) in such 
cases where approaches are 
reported but yes Sarfraz got 
an offer and he immediately 
reported the matter to the 

Los Angeles, Oct. 21 
(AFP): LeBron James has 
picked up right where he 
left off  last season, scoring 
24 points and dishing out 
eight assists on Friday as the 
Cleveland Cavaliers cruised 
past the Milwaukee Bucks 
116-97.

The four-time NBA 
most valuable player led 
the Cavaliers in scoring for 
the second straight game 
despite missing most of the 
pre-season with an injury.

When James started the 
season he knew it was going 
to take time to fully recover 
from a sprained left ankle 
that limited him to just one 
pre-season game.

He played 37 minutes 
and drained 10 of 16 shots 
on Friday in front of  a 
crowd of 18,700 at Milwau-
kee’s Bradley Center arena.

“I felt better tonight 
than I did after game one,” 
said James who scored a 
team high 29 points in a 
season-opening win over 
Boston on Tuesday.

“Each game is going to 
be another opportunity for 
me to get into game shape,” 
he added. “Today I am still 
not where I want to be.”

Don’t tell that to the 
Bucks, who also had to 
contend with Kevin Love’s 
second double-double of  

concerned officials, who 
have taken appropriate ac-
tion,” he added.

Incidentally the man 
who made the verbal offer 
to the Pakistani captain is 
based in Dubai and is learnt 
to be known to the players.

An official in the PCB 
said that the team manage-
ment has increased vigi-
lance of  players and reset 
curfew timings.

“On the insistence of  
head coach Mickey Arthur, 
there was a bit of relaxation 
for the players during the 
ongoing series in the UAE 
and they were allowed to 
meet friends and go out for 
shopping and dinners but 
now strict procedures and 
timings have been enforced 
again,” the official said.

The PCB had already 
changed the hotel of  the 

national team in Dubai fol-
lowing the PSL spot-fixing 
scandal earlier this Febru-
ary which rocked Pakistan 
cricket.

The PCB’s anti-corrup-
tion tribunal banned Shar-
jeel and Khalid for five years 
after both were found guilty 
of beaching anti-corruption 
code during the PSL and 
were sent back home from 
Dubai.

Phillip Island (Australia), Oct. 21 (IANS): 
Repsol Honda’s Spanish rider Marc Marquez 
is set to take the pole position in the upcom-
ing MotoGP Australian Motorcycle Grand 
Prix after he led the race on Saturday.

The Spaniard, who leads the champi-
onship, took his seventh pole position this 
season after completing his pole-setting lap 
in 1 minute and 28.386 seconds at the circuit 
here, while his rival for the title, Italian An-
drea Dovizioso (Team Ducati), finished 11th, 
reports Efe. 

“I’m happy with the pace,” Marquez said, 
adding: “(I’m) happy with my rhythm, so 
tomorrow we will just have to wait and see 
with the weather.”

Spanish rider Maverick Viñales of  Mo-
vistar Yamaha is to start second in Sunday’s 
race.

“We’ve had a difficult weekend with the 
tyres and the weather, (but) we’re trying our 
best. Tomorrow we still have to improve a 

Madrid, Oct. 21 (Re-
uters): Barcelona presi-
dent Josep Maria Bar-
t o m e u  c o n f i r m e d  o n 
Saturday the club wishes 
to continue playing in La 
Liga even if  Catalonia 
is granted independence 
from Spain.

The Spanish govern-
ment is holding a special 
cabinet meeting to deal 
with the crisis after Cata-
lonia’s president Carles 
Puigdemont wrote Prime 
Minister Mariano Rajoy a 
letter threatening a formal 
declaration of  indepen-
dence. Bartomeu previ-
ously said the club mem-
bers would be able to help 
decide Barcelona’s future 
but speaking at the annual 

general meeting, the presi-
dent was clear about his 
preferred option.

“You can be sure that 
this board will always act 
in the club’s defence,” said 
Bartomeu. ”We will never 
put the club nor its pres-
ence in any competition at 
risk. That’s why, to all the 
socios (members), I say 
that we want to continue 
playing in La Liga and, as 
of  today, our participation 
[in La Liga] is guaranteed.

“It’s mutually ben-
eficial for La Liga and 
Barcelona for that link to 
continue.”

Bartomeu reiterated 
the club’s call for “dia-
logue, respect and sport”, 
a phrase which they dis-

played on a giant banner 
before their Champions 
League victory over Olym-
piakos on Wednesday.

T h e  p r e s i d e n t  ex -
pressed his disapproval at 
the arrest of  two leaders 
of  the Catalan indepen-
dence movement, Cata-
lan National Assembly 
(ANC) head Jordi Sanchez 
and independence group 
Omnium’s leader Jordi 
Cuixart.

”We know that Barca 
is ‘more than a club’ and 
must be a space for har-
mony and respect,“ added 
Bartomeu. ”There must 
be respect for everyone, 
minorities and majorities, 
to think what they things, 
all institutions and people.

“For that reasons, it’s 
unacceptable that in this 
century there are people 
in prison for their politi-
cal ideas.” The club also 
confirmed their predicted 
forecast of  a record rev-
enue of  897 million euros 
($1 billion) for the 2017-
18 season and said they 
were making good prog-
ress in negotiations to find 
a sponsor for Camp Nou, 
which they are planning to 
rebuild.

“The renovation of  
Camp Nou is essential 
to achieve new income 
for the club,” explained 
Bartomeu. “In that re-
gard, negotiations to find 
a company to sponsor the 
stadium are going well.”

Mumbai, Oct. 21 (IANS): 
On a roll after consecu-
tive series wins against Sri 
Lanka and Australia, a con-
fident India will aim to hunt 
New Zealand when they 
face-off  in the opener of  
the three-match One-day 
International (ODI) series 
at the Wankhede Stadium 
here on Sunday.

The Virat Kohli-led side 
will also have one eye on 
reclaiming the top spot in 
the ICC ODI rankings after 
being pushed to the second 
position by South Africa.

India and South Africa 
have identical 120 ratings 
against their name, but the 
men-in-blue are placed sec-
ond on the basis of the deci-
mal points.

Going into the first ODI 
against the Kiwis, India will 
once again bank on their 
strong batting form led by 
the skipper and the likes 
of  Shikhar Dhawan, Rohit 
Sharma, Ajinkya Rahane 
and Mahendra Singh Dho-
ni. With the opening co-
nundrum sorted and Kohli 
settled at No.3, it will be 

interesting to see who takes 
the No.4 spot in the line-up.

Recently, India have 
experimented a number 
of  youngsters including 
all-rounder Hardik Pandya, 
Manish Pandey and Kedar 
Jadhav for the slot, which 
serves as a critical link be-
tween the top and lower 
middle-order.

While Pandya shone 
with a match-winning un-
beaten 78 against Australia 
at first go, Pandey has got 
the longest run of the lot de-
spite his unflattering num-
bers and especially with 
an in-form Dinesh Karthik 
recalled for this series, it will 
be interesting to see who 
gets to bat at No.4.

The bowling depart-
ment will looks a settled 
unit with limited overs 
specialists -- Bhuvneshwar 
Kumar and Jasprit Bumrah 
-- cementing their places. 

Rookie Shardul Thakur 
finds himself  in the team as 
much for the rotation policy 
as for his sharp form in the 
recently concluded ‘A’ series 
against New Zealand. 

But all eyes will be on 
India’s new found wristspin 
twins -- Yuzvendra Chahal 
and Kuldeep Yadav -- who 
made life difficult for the 
Aussies in the recently con-
cluded series. 

They will surely pose a 
challenge for the Kiwis, giv-
en their past record against 
Indian spinners.

On the other hand, New 
Zealand will hope the ex-
perienced Ross Taylor and 
skipper Kane Williamson to 
shoulder the responsibility 
in the batting department, 
which also includes the likes 
of  Martin Guptill, Tom 
Latham and Colin Munro.

Latham and Taylor 
started the tour with bril-
liant centuries in the prac-
tice tie against the Board 
President’s XI, and looks 
confident going into the 
series opener.

Pace bowling wise 
though, New Zealand seem 
settled with Trent Boult hav-
ing already picked a five-fer 
in the first practice game. 
Tim Southee and Adam 
Milne form the rest of  the 

battery while Matt Henry 
joins them over from the 
‘A’ tour.

Left-armer Mitchell 
Santner will be the first-
choice spinner while De 
Grandhomme’s utility with 
the ball could be reduced 
too if  Munro chips in with 
a few useful seam-ups.
Squads:
India: Virat Kohli (captain), 
Rohit Sharma, Shikhar 
Dhawan, Kedar Jadhav, 
Dinesh Karthik, Mahen-
dra Singh Dhoni (wicket-
keeper), Yuzvendra Chahal, 
Jasprit Bumrah, Bhuvnesh-
war Kumar, Kuldeep Ya-
dav, Manish Pandey, Har-
dik Pandya, Axar Patel, 
Ajinkya Rahane, Shardul 
Thakur.
New Zealand: Kane Wil-
liamson (captain), Martin 
Guptill, Colin de Grand-
homme, Ross Taylor, Trent 
Boult, Matt Henry, Tom 
Latham (wicket-keeper), 
Adam Milne, Ish Sodhi, 
Colin Munro, Henry Nich-
olls, Glenn Phillips, Mitch-
ell Santner, Tim Southee, 
George Worker.

NAGALAND OLYMPIC ASSOCIATION
21st October, 2017

Communique
1. The Nagaland Olympic Association (NOA) in its Executive Meeting followed by 

the Special General Assembly held on 20th October, 2017 at Dimapur, Nagaland 
has taken the decision to organize and conduct the 1st Nagaland Olympics. The 
event will be held from 14th to 19th December, 2017 at Dimapur. The Nagaland 
Olympics will hold competitions on an inter-district basis in the following 11 
sports disciplines:-
i.     Athletics 
ii.     Archery
iii.    Boxing
iv.    Badminton 
v.     Football
vi.    Lawn Tennis
vii.   Sepak Takraw
viii.   Table Tennis 
ix.     Volleyball
x.      Wrestling
xi.   Wushu

2. In view of the above, the respective State Sports Associations/Federations are 
to prepare proposals which should specify the manner of the competitions 
to be conducted with speci�c indication of medal events along with detailed 
budget and number of o�cials that will be required for smooth conduct of the 
competition. These proposals are to be submitted to the Secretary General of 
the NOA within 28th October, 2017. 

3. The Technical Committee of the event will take the �nal decision on all aspects 
of the competition and each discipline must have at least 6 (six) participating 
districts for the discipline to be included in the Nagaland Olympics. 

4. The Deputy Commissioners of the respective districts, who are also the Chairmen 
of the District Sports Councils, will be in-charge of mobilizing the respective 
district contingents with respect to preparation, participation, uniforms and 
kits, and transportation to and from the event. The organizing committee will 
provide food, accommodation, transport and local logistics at Dimapur for the 
participants.

5. The Nagaland Olympics will be the preparatory games towards achieving 
quali�cation to the forthcoming National Games to be held in Goa next year.

6. The Honorable Chief Minister and the Nagaland State Government has agreed 
in principle for the conduct of the Nagaland Olympics. 

7. For any further information the State Sports Associations/Federations and the 
District Sports Councils may contact the Secretary General of the Nagaland 
Olympic Association, 91 Lower PR Hill, Below Mizo Church, Kohima 797001.

Sd/-
Neiphiu Rio, MP
President, NOA   

KG-2089  

the season.
Love finished with 17 

points and 12 rebounds 
while Kyle Korver tallied 
17, hitting five-of-six three 
pointers.

“This is a huge win as a 
team,” said James.

James injured his ankle 
after stepping on the foot of  
rookie forward Cedi Osman 
during practice on Septem-
ber 27.

G i a n n i s  A n t e t o k -
ounmpo scored a game-

high 34 points on 15-of-22 
shooting with eight re-
bounds and eight assists for 
Milwaukee, who lost their 
home opener and dropped 
to 1-1 on the season.

James said the Cavs 
stuck to their game plan, 
setting the tone early on 
defence before getting the 
offence “popping”.

“We know Giannis is 
going to get his. But we 
made them make multi-
ple passes, multiple triple 

drives. We defended.
“And then offensively in 

the second half  we started 
to get that ball popping 
and had their defence off  
balance.”

Elsewhere,  Kemba 
Walker scored 26 points 
a n d  D w i g h t  H owa r d 
burned his former team for 
20 points and 15 rebounds 
as the Charlotte Hornets 
rallied from a 20-point defi-
cit to storm past the Atlanta 
Hawks 109-91.

lot,” Viñales said.
Frenchman Johann Zarco (Monster Yamaha Tech 3) is set to 

start third, followed by Team Ecstar Suzuki’s Italian Andrea Ian-
none.

Australian Jack Miller of  Estrella Galicia Marc VDS Honda 
will start fifth.



Khekaho Assumi kicking off the penalty shootout tournament at the 
DDSC stadium in Dimapur on Saturday.
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Mali down Ghana in 
U-17 World Cup quarters

LMSSOC: Lungdon FC overcome Genesis FC 2-1

MDFA: Final match postponed to Oct. 23

Penalty shoot-out tourney held

CPL: Trinity Sporting maintains winning momentum

Barak FC wins 18th NSF Martyrs Trophy

Players of Lungdon FC and Genesis FC in ac on on Saturday.

All Blacks emerged as the champions of the Morning Champions Cup (MCC) 2017 a er they took down Morung with 4 goals that was played 
at Jakhama ground on Saturday Oct. 21. All Blacks 4 - Morung 1. Pirong Jamir and Ato of Morung United FC bagged the Most Valuable Player 
and Golden Glove award respec vely.

Winner of the tournament, Barak FC a er receiving the trophy along with the guest of honour K. Therie, organisers and others at the Kohima 
local ground on Saturday evening.

EM Images

Mali's players celebrate a er scoring a goal against Ghana during their FIFA U-17 World Cup match at 
Indira Gandhi Athle c Stadium in Guwaha  on Saturday. 

PTI

G u wa h a t i ,  O c t .  2 1 
(IANS): Mali won the 
battle of  west African gi-
ants, beating Ghana 2-1 in 
a brusing quarter-final of  
the FIFA U-17 World Cup 
here on Saturday.

Hadji Drame (15th 
minute) and Djemoussa 
Traore (61st) struck once 
in each half  for Mali while 
Kudus Mohammed (70th) 
replied for Ghana through 
a penalty.

It was a replay of  the 
CAF U-17 Africa Cup of  
Nations final in Gabon 
earlier this year where Mali 
defeated Ghana 1-0 to win 
the continental title.

Mali maintained their 
dominance over their fan-
cied rivals in a fast paced, 
physical  encounter in 
pouring rain and a muddy, 
water logged pitch at the 
Indira Gandhi Athletic 
Stadium.

Ghana had been im-
pressive in the group stages 
and Round of  16, but their 
attacking prowess could 
hardly make its presence 
felt on Saturday as Mali 
put in a superb perfor-
mance in both attack and 
defence.

Mali dominated pro-
ceedings right from the 
start and put the Ghana 

defence under constant 
pressure with their repeat-
ed attacks. The Mali de-
fence also did a good job, 
keeping the much vaunted 
Ghana forwardline at bay. 

Mali took the lead off  
the counter when they won 
the ball in their own half  
near the centre circle which 
ultimately found its way to 
Hadji Drame who used his 
physical streghth to see off  
a challenge before power-
ing in at the near post.

Ghana had their hearts 
broken in the 41st minute 
when an unmarked Ibra-
him Sulley made use of  a 
rare mistake by the Mali 

Dimapur, Oct. 21 (EMN): 
Lungdon FC defeated 
Genesis FC Tsg by 2-1 in 
the first match at the ongo-
ing Loyem Memorial Se-
nior Soccer Open Champi-
onship on Saturday. Lesipi 
(jersey No. 13) scored the 
first goal for Genesis FC 
Tsg in the very first minute 

of  first half. Later, Tong-
pang (jersey no. 2) scored 
the equaliser for Lungdon 
FC in the 15th minute and 
Longkhoi netted another 
goal for Lungdon FC in the 
21st minute.

The rain marred sec-
ond match played between 
United Tsg Tornados and 

Mt. Pongen FC played a 
1-1 draw. United Tsg Tor-
nados scored the first goal 
in the 28th minute of  the 
first half  through the boots 
of  Therie (jersey No.10) 
but Toso (jersey No. 6) 
of  Mt. Pongen scored the 
equaliser in the very next 
minute and levelled the 

score at 1-1. Neither of  
the team added to the goal 
tally and match ended at a 
1-1 tie.  
Monday’s matches
1st match - DEF Tuensang 

vs Settle FC at 12 noon
2nd match - Khulioh Kingy 

FC vs Tenyimi XI FC at 
1:30 pm

Our Correspondent
Mokokchung, Oct. 21 
(EMN): The Mokokc-
hung District Football As-
sociation (MDFA) has 
informed that the final 
match of  the MDFA Tro-
phy 2017 has been post-
poned to Monday, Oct. 23 
due to inclement weather 
on Saturday.

The final match be-
tween Zonipang SC and 
YD Marepkong will kick 
off  at 7 am at the Imkong-

meren Sports Complex, 
Mokokchung.  MDFA has 
also expressed its regret 
that the match could not 
be played as scheduled be-
cause of  the heavy down 
pour as the match was 
about to start.

Earlier today, the final 
match programme went 
ahead with Dr Neiphrezo 
Keditsu Parliamentary 
Secretary Labour & Em-
ployment, Skill Develop-
ment & Enterpreneurship 

as the chief  Guest.
Dr Keditsu asserted 

that football has become 
a household name for the 
Nagas particularly for the 
Ao’s who have produced 
an Olympian and first In-
dian Football Captain T 
Ao. He also saluted the 
pioneers and leaders of  
MDFA who have brought 
MDFA these far to cel-
ebrate its silver Jubilee.

He also lamented that 
Naga tend to have in-

nate talents but unable 
to achieve higher high 
because we don’t stick to 
a particular discipline but 
try to poke at every sports 
instead of  excelling in one 
disciplined.

He also advised the 
players that winning is 
important but most impor-
tantly winning the heart of  
the fans is important and 
further urged them to be 
an ambassador of  sports 
to foster peace and unity.

D i m a p u r,  O c t .  2 1 
(EMN): A penalty shoot-
out tournament organ-
ised by Kuhuboto Town 
Students'Union in aid of  
its silver jubilee was held 
today at the DDSC sta-
dium on Saturday. 

Khekaho  Assumi , 
Parliamentary Secretary 
for Youth Resources & 
Sports and Music Task 
Force, Nagaland graced 
the event as the chief  guest 
and declared the tourna-
ment open.

Addressing a gathering 
of  players, students and 
well wishers Khekaho stat-
ed that overall growth and 
development of  a society 
require contribution of  ev-
ery aspect of life and sports 

Our Correspondent
Kohima, Oct. 21 (EMN): 
Barak FC, Peren defeated 
defending champions Naga-
land Police (Red) 2-1 in the 
final to emerge as the cham-
pions of the 18th edition of  
the NSF Martyr’s Memorial 
Trophy on Saturday. With 
the win, Barak has now 
lifted the coveted trophy for 
the third year.

The annual tournament 
is organised by Angami 
Students Union in memory 
of  Lt. Kekuojalie Sachü 
(Kohima Village) and Lt. 
Vikhozo Yhoshü (Kigwema 
Village) under the theme 
‘Goal for Peace.’

Playing in front of  a 
full-capacity Khuochiezie 
ground on a clumsy weath-
er, the first half  saw two 
goals from Khweteli Thopi 
and Kevi Jimo Sumi from 
Barak side.  Ninja Golmei 
of  Nagaland Police scored 
a spectacular goal in the 
second half  but it was not 
enough for the team as they 
failed to defend the title. 

During the match, 
Barak started the match 
brightly and Thopi scored 
a stunner in the 21st minute 
to give the team the lead. 
Minutes later, Nagaland 
Police should have scored 
the equaliser but Akum’s 

shot hit the woodwork.  
Nagaland Police were 

second best in the match 
as they failed to breach the 
defensive line and find the 
target. 

Before the break, Kivi 
Jimo Sumi scored the sec-
ond goal in the 45th minute 
for Barak to double the lead 
at the end of first half.

Despi te  the  sogg y 
ground and foggy weather, 
the final match didn’t disap-
point the crowd as the match 
went more intense in the 
second half with Barak FC 
leading with two goals. 

Barak defended the 
score in the second half and 
was jeered by some section 
of the crowd for wasting the 
time, the encounter was one-
sided with Nagaland Police 
in better ball possession and 
counter attacks but they 
failed to hit the target. 

Nagaland Police man-
aged to pull a goal back in 
the 74th minute through 
Ninja Golmei, scoring a 
stunning long-range kick 
and send the crowd to ju-
bilation. Stopper Nganga 
Zeliang then denied a goal 
for Nagaland Police as he 
managed to tap-out the ball 
in the last quarter of  the 
match. Hard luck for Police 
team as Barak team holds 

on till the final whistle to 
win the match. 

With the victory, the 
champions Barak FC lifted 
the trophy and also won a 
cash award of Rs 1.6 lakh, 
while the runners-up Naga-
land Police (Red) received 
Rs 1 lakh along with a tro-
phy and citations.

The third and fourth 
places were bagged by Fore-
runners FC and Tangkhul 
Students Union Manipur. 
They both received a cash 
award of Rs 50,000 and Rs 
30,000 respectively. 

51 teams from across the 
state, including four from 
neighboring Manipur state 
participated in this year’s 
tournament.
Therie emphasis on excel-
lence
Gracing the valedictory pro-
gramme of  the 18th NSF 
Martyrs’ Memorial Trophy 
2017 this afternoon as the 
guest of honour, K Therie, 
president Nagaland Pradesh 
Congress Committee said 
one has to be fit, healthy and 
in top as sports requires skill 
and strategy, intellectual in-
put and the very best effort.

Stressing on the im-
portance of  sports, Therie 
opined that sports is loved 
by all walks of life, race and 
class of people, which unites 

the hearts and minds of the 
people.

Those nations that en-
joy sports and devote their 
time in it, Therie noted that 
they have peace and under-
standing. Observing that 
the youths of the state have 
a pool of  talents in games 
sports and are second to 
none, he at the same time 
lamented the pathetic con-
ditions of  the infrastruc-
tures especially the muddy 
ground. In this regard, he 
asserted that the govern-
ment needs to invest in our 
talents and provides atleast 
synthetic grass playgrounds.

He also stated on the 
need for infrastructures like 
sports schools, acoustic the-
atres and training centres 
adding that the youths can 
do it given an opportunity.
Individual awards 
Best keeper - Nganga Zeliang 

of  Barak FC
Best defender - Salu Kulimbe 

of  Barak FC
 - Pirei 

Shokwungnao of  Tankhul 
Student's Union, Manipur
Highest scorer - Kezhose 

Mathew of  Forerunners 4th 
NAP Thizama

- Kekhrieletuo Tsira of  Naga-
land Police

 - K.V.N.S

defence to find the net 
from close range. 

But the goal was disal-
lowed as Ghana's Moham-
med Kudus had fouled 
Ibrahim Kane while head-
ing the incoming cross 
towards Sulley.

Mali continued to dic-
tate terms after the break 
although the introduc-
tion of  talented winger 
Sadiq Ibrahim in the place 
of  Ibrahim Sulley added 
some much needed sharp-
ness to the Ghana attack.

Mali however, doubled 
their lead when Ghana 
goalkeeper Danlad Ibra-
him virtually gifted them 
a goal.

With the Ghana de-
fence in complete disar-
ray amid another Mali 
attack, Danlad raced off  
his line but botched up his 
clearance. Traore followed 
the ball to the right flank 
before lobbing it towards 
the goal and was delighted 
when Danlad produced 
another horrible attempted 
clearance which found his 
own net. The impressive 
Sadiq gave Ghana some 
hope when one of  his 
speedy runs forced Mali's 
Fode Konate to commit a 
foul inside the box. Kudus 
stepped up to convert the 
resultant penalty.

That goal rejuvinated 
Ghana's flagging spirit but 
Mali continued to domi-
nate as they sealed a well 
deserved win.

Dimapur, Oct. 21 (EMN): 
Trinity Sporting maintained 
their consistency by edging 
pass STAFAC United 5-2 in 
the first game of the day in 
the ongoing Case Premier 
league.
STAFAC United domi-
nated throughout the match 
but was not able to convert 
their attacking and ball pos-
session into goals as they 
repeatedly missed good 
chances despite numerous 
attempts.

However, calculated coun-
ter attacks of Trinity Sport-
ing paid off  and STAFAC 
United gave in the later part 
of  the match. Yanger (jer-
sey no.9) of  Trinity Sport-
ing scored the first goal in 
the 16th Minute and later 
Atokito(jersey No.23) in-
creased the tally through a 
penalty in the 20th minute 
of the match.
STAFAC United’s repeated 
attack paid off  and in the 
40th minute, Tichuilung 

(jersey no.21) scored to 
bring back the team into 
the game. After the break, 
Keneivikho (jersey no.3) 
scored the equaliser through 
a header only for the Trinity 
Sporting to come back in 
the game in the 58th Min-
ute through a wonderful 
assist from Riju (jersey No 
17) to let Atokito (jersey 
No.23) score and maintain 
the lead.
STAFAC United contin-
ued to miss some few sit-

ters, at the same time hit-
ting the wood work thrice, 
and Trinity Sporting as 
the most consistent team 
in the league were able to 
capitalise on the missed op-
portunities of the opponent 
team and converted their 
chances and took the game 
away as Lipok (jersey No. 
10 and Meyi (jersey No.16) 
scored in the 72th and 73th 
minutes of  the match to 
change the outcome of the 
game.

Odense (Denmark), Oct. 
21 (IANS): Indian shuttler 
Kidambi Srikanth will have 
the chance to win his third 
Superseries title of the sea-
son as he entered the final 
of the Denmark Open here 
on Saturday.

Men's singles eighth 
seed Srikanth overcame 
Hong Kong's Vincent Ki 
Wing Wong 21-18, 21-17 
in 37 minutes in the semi-
finals. With this win, Sri-
kanth has taken a 3-2 lead 
in head-to-head records 
against Vincent.

In the final on Sunday, 
the 24-year-old Indian will 
meet South Korean Lee 
Hyun II, who stunned 
South Korean top seed Son 

Wan Ho 25-23, 18-21, 21-
17 in an hour and 32 min-
utes.

It will be Srikanth's 
fourth final this Superser-
ies badminton season. He 
won the titles in the Austra-
lian Open and Indonesian 
Open. He finished runner-
up to compatriot B. Sai 
Praneeth in the Singapore 
Open final.

In the match against 
Vincent, Srikanth was in 
complete control. In the 
first game, he and Vincent 
shared the first 10 points 
but afterwards, the Indian 
stepped up and played ag-
gressive badminton.

A six-point advantage 
at the mid-game break put 

him in a comfortable posi-
tion and even though the 
Hong Kong shuttler im-
proved his show, Srikanth 
won the first game 21-18.

The second game was 
much more competitive 
and Vincent fought hard. 
Srikanth took a 4-1 lead but 
Vincent equalised 4-4. The 
Indian then again grabbed 
the lead but Vincent hit 
back, equalising at the nine-
point mark.

Vincent held an 11-9 
lead and after the break, 
Srikanth raised his level and 
pulled level at the 11-point 
mark and took the lead 
by a point. The see-saw 
battle continued till the 
15-point mark when Vin-

cent equalised.
Afterwards, Srikanth 

came out with some incred-
ible smashes to run away 
with the game 21-17 to 
reach the final.

Meanwhile, Japanese 
fourth seed Akane Yama-
guchi and former world 
champion Ratchanok In-
tanon of Thailand will fight 
for the women's singles title.

Yamaguchi saw off  ris-
ing Chinese star Chen Yufei 
10-21, 21-18, 21-19 in an 
hour and five minutes.

Ratchanok got the bet-
ter of  world number 1 Tai 
Tzu Ying of Chinese Taipei 
with a 21-14, 20-22, 21-14 
triumph in an hour and four 
minutes.

being an integral part of  
life plays an important role 
in the transformation of  
the society. He encouraged 
the sports persons of  the 

state to be dedicated and 
hardworking in pursuit of  
their dream in the field of  
games and sports, assuring 
that the government would 

support them.
Pointing out that de-

velopment of  sports and 
its infrastructure have not 
been evenly distributed 
across the state, he said 
that sports facilities should 
be evenly distributed and 
reached to all parts of  the 
state so that the state may 
produce more sports per-
sons who could excel even 
at the international level 
and bring name and fame 
to the state of  Nagaland. 

Kupu 5 won the com-
petition and walked away 
with cash prize and cer-
tificates. Flying Ducks, 
finished in the second spot 
and Inaka Sumi of  Flying 
Ducks was declared the 
best goalkeeper.


