
Mrs. NI Jamir

Atso Chase giving a demo of his newly created 
‘Gei-ü’ a three stringed Naga folk instrument at 
Kohima on October 10.
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Min.Max. Max.Min.
Aizawl 25° 19 °
Agartala 26° 23°

Gangtok 24° 14°

Guwahati 29° 22°

Imphal 24° 19°

Itanagar 28° 20°

Shillong 20° 16°

Delhi 35° 21°

Kolkata 28° 24°

Chennai 34° 27°

 Max:  Min:
KOHIMA 26° 16°
DIMAPUR 27° 20°
 RF:  RH:
KOHIMA 32mm 92%
DIMAPUR 44mm 90%
* Rainfall (RF) * Relative humidity (RH)
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ECI recognises NDPP Another NPF general convention on Nov. 22

State’s leaders mourn passing of Yashikala JamirKhonoma lad invents indigenous 
stringed musical instrument

ENSF to go ahead with agitation from Oct. 23

Hoho wants Wokha-Merapani road declared national highway
F i r m  t o l d  t o  e n s u r e  c o n s t r u c t i o n  n o r m s

EastErn Mirror

Dimapur, Oct. 20 (EMN): The Elec-
tion Commission of  India (ECI) on 
Friday announced the registration 
of  Nationalist Democratic Progres-
sive Party (NDPP) as a recognised 
political party “under Section 29A 
of  the Representation of  the People 
Act, 1951 on and with effect from 
13.10.2017”. 

This was stated in a letter from 
the ECI to the president of  NDPP, 
issued on Friday. “As provided in 
sub-section (9) of  section 29A of  the 
Representation of  the People Act, 
1951, the party shall communicate 
to the commission without delay 
any change in its name, head of-
fice, office-bearers, address or in any 
other material matters,” the order 
directed. 

According to the ECI, “regis-
tration” however would not entitle 
the party to the “reservation of  any 

exclusive symbol for it.” The candi-
dates duly set up by the party at an 
election will be entitled to benefits of  
preference in allotment of  free sym-
bols over independent candidates 
under paragraph 12 of  the Election 
Symbols (Reservation and Allot-
ment) Order, 1968, it ruled. 

“It is also informed that the com-
mission, while registering a political 
party, does not approve the flags of  
political parties, and if  the party has 
a flag, it shall be the own responsibil-
ity of  the party to ensure that the flag 
does not violate the provisions of  the 
Emblems and Names (Prevention of  
Improper Use) Act, 1950 or the flag 
Code of  India or any other relevant 
law related to the subject, and that 
its flag does not imitate in any man-
ner the flag of  any other political 
party,” the letter from the ECI read. 

When contacted, NDPP presi-

dent, Chingwang Konyak informed 
Eastern Mirror that he will call for 
a convention to discuss the party’s 
next move following the ECI rec-
ognition. The party convention will 
happen at the earliest with due noti-
fication, he informed. 

Konyak shared that even as 
the party has established units in 
some of  the districts, the aim was 
to form NDPP units in all districts 
of  the state. The party also intends 
to strengthen its leadership, he said 
it will be done strictly according to 
the constitution of  the party through 
"elections and not nominations". 

Currently, Konyak is the presi-
dent of  NNDP. He is aided by Ale-
mtemshi Jamir as the party’s work-
ing president, and Abu Metha who 
is  the secretary general. 

The  party headquarter is located 
at Chumukedima, Dimapur. 

Our Correspondent
Kohima, Oct. 20 (EMN): The cen-
tral executive council (CEC) of  the 
Naga People’s Front (NPF) led by 
Dr. Shürhozelie Liezietsu on Friday 
while welcoming the order of  the 
Election Commission of  India dated 
Oct. 17 to resolve the crisis within the 
party as per the provisions of  Arti-
cle XV of the NPF constitution, en-
dorsed the party president Liezietsu 
to summon a general convention as 
desired by the ECI, on November 22 
either at Khuochiezie (Kohima Local 
Ground) or IG Stadium, Kohima.

The CEC held a meeting on Oct. 
20 at the party’s central office in Ko-
hima. Addressing the meeting, Liezi-
etsu said the party’s correspondences 
with the ECI were being taken up as 
per rule and all the records were au-
thentic.

He recalled the special general 
convention of  30th April 2015 which 
was held as per the ECI’s directive 
wherein the two factions of  the party 
were directed to follow the Article 
XV of the party constitution to re-
solve the dispute with the decision of  
active members of  the party as per the 
given norm. He said it was regrettable 
that even after that episode, the same 
people did not stop creating problem, 
which has now escalated the move to 
the present crisis again “which seems 
to be with the same ambition by the 
same people”.

However, Liezietsu pointed out 
that 2017 being the terminal year to 
hold a general convention as per Arti-
cle IV clause 6(a) of  the party consti-
tution, the party had already started 
the process of  conducting a conven-
tion by holding a central office bear-

ers meeting in the first week of  Oct. 
which had then empowered the presi-
dent to convene a CEC meeting to fix 
the date and venue of  the general con-
vention. He said the ECI order came 
while this process was going on, and 
termed it a “fortunate coincidence”. 
Liezietsu informed that different 
committees have already been set up 
for the ensuing general convention 
and they will be issuing necessary in-
structions to all the divisions for the 
roles they have to play.

The veteran regionalist also ex-
pressed regret that the 12th house of  
the Nagaland Legislative Assembly 
had been plagued with crisis after cri-
sis for the last four years with legisla-
tors going “from place to place seek-
ing opportunities and greener pasture 
like a group of  cattle herded together 
by a cowboy”. He termed the ac-
tion ‘shameful and unfortunate’, and 
maintained that opportunity should 
be given to upcoming Naga leaders 
who understand decency and have 
concern for the welfare of  the people.

“NPF was in power for many 
years and by and by the system be-
came corrupted and our people 
blamed the NPF government in gen-
eral in which we were also part of  it. 
Therefore, a time like this where only 
those who understand the policy of  
the party standing together is to be 
taken as a blessing in disguise to start 
afresh, an opportunity of  going back 
to our root and find out how this cock 
party was organized and with what 
aims and objectives by our elders,” 
Liezietsu stated.

He maintained that with a new 
breed of  decent people particularly 
the younger generation, the party is 

confident to make a fresh start and do 
away with the corrupted system. “I 
believe that the corrupted system had 
gone away from us to a great extent 
along with those who parted ways 
with us,” he added.

NPF is committed to NDA
Dr. Shürhozelie Liezietsu also stated 
that the NPF had parted ways with 
the BJP as the latter was party to 
those who orchestrated the move to 
deprive the NPF of its democratic 
right. However, he said, the NPF is 
committed to the National Demo-
cratic Alliance (NDA) as it was a 
founding member in the alliance. He 
claimed to have protected the interest 
of  the NDA in the past in DAN co-
ordination committee at a time when 
BJP had no MLA in the NLA and at 
a time when some people were boast-
ing that BJP was uprooted in Naga-
land. 

“Human memory is very short. 
We will not speak ill of  any political 
party and we have decided to go along 
with our present partners in the DAN 
coordination committee -JD(U) and 
NCP- in the ensuing general election 
in Nagaland,” Liezietsu added.

He also informed that the NPF 
is preparing to face the elections and 
has already constituted its election 
manifesto committee with NPF Sec-
retary General and Rajya Sabha MP 
KG Kenye as the convener. Stating 
that the manifesto should be short 
and precise, having link with ground 
realities, he further invited members 
of  CEC to submit proposals in writ-
ing to the committee convener if  they 
had points to include.

More on Page 5

Dimapur, Oct. 20 (EMN):  Government 
leaders in Nagaland are mourning the 
demise of Yashikala Jamir, the wife of  
former minister and chief secretary NI 
Jamir. She has been described in tributes 
as a matriarch of stature and wisdom and 
a woman of substance who built a home 
of successful leaders and achievers.

Neiphiu Rio 
Member of Lok Sabha Neiphiu Rio, 
Chief Minister TR Zeliang, and Home 
Minister Y Patton issued separate con-
dolence messages condoling with the 
demise of Jamir and paying tributes to 
her work as a worthy wife, mother and 
homemaker.         

In his message of condolence ad-
dressed to the bereaved family, Member 
of Parliament Neiphiu Rio expressed 
deep sadness at the demise of Jamir he 
called “our beloved aunty Yashikala 
Jamir.” 

The former chief minister stated in 
tribute: “Aunty Yashikala was a lady of  
substance to the core. She was a blessed 
mother who produced many noteworthy 
descendants who have contributed im-
mensely to the betterment of Naga soci-
ety in numerous ways.” 

Due to her exemplary nurture and 
guidance, the message stated, they grew 
up to become successful personalities and 
brought pride not only to the family but 
to the Naga people too. 

“On the numerous occasions that we 
met her, she always welcomed us with a 
warm smile and an abundance of moth-
erly love, held our hands and patted our 
backs. She was a loving and caring moth-
er to everybody she met,” Rio stated. 

Although she is no more, Rio said to 
find comfort in the fact that her legacy 

and as a mother to nine children; all well 
cared for, nurtured and brought up to 
what they are today in our society, not 
only epitomises the very core of her ex-
traordinary personality but truly serves as 
an inspiration for us all.”

Zeliang called her humble, ‘large 
hearted’ and caring and a tower of  
strength especially to her late husband, 
and the children. Jamir was also very 
pragmatic and insightful person, the 
chief minister stated. 

“In her death, we have lost a most be-
loved mother and an individual who em-
bodied the rare virtues of the old school. 
During this hour of grief and sorrow, I 
and my family extend our deepest con-
dolences to the children, grandchildren 
and relatives of late Mrs. Yashikala Jamir 
and pray to Almighty God to grant them 
strength and fortitude to bear this irrepa-
rable loss.”

Y Patton 
Home Minister Y Patton also issued a 
message expressing condolences with the 
demise of Jamir.

‘I, joined by my wife, convey our 
heartfelt condolences to the bereaved 
family members of late Mrs. Yashikala 
Jamir and pray to Almighty Lord to 
grant them strength at this hour of grief. 
We also pray to Almighty Lord to grant 
peace to the departed soul,’ the message 
stated.

Funeral service at Longsa, 
Mokokchung 
A funeral service is scheduled to be con-
ducted at 10 AM on Oct. 21 at Longsa 
village in Mokokchung. This was in-
formed in a note from the family of the 
deceased

will continue to inspire Naga women 
and that she will live on in people’s hearts 
with fond memories ‘because those who 
we love dearly never truly leave us.’ 

“In this hour of great sadness, my 
wife and family joins me in uphold-
ing your entire family in our steadfast 
prayers. We pray that you find divine 
peace and comfort in God's word to over-
come the pain and sorrow of losing your 
beloved mother. May the departed soul 
rest peacefully for eternity in God's lov-
ing arms,” Rio added. 

TR Zeliang  
“She was an immensely blessed person 
gifted with rare talents,” Chief Minister 
TR Zeliang stated in his condolence mes-
sage. “Her role as a true Naga homemak-
er and wife of a pioneering administrator 
(in the person of late NI Jamir) who rose 
to become the chief secretary of Naga-
land in the late ‘70s and later served the 
state with distinction as a senior cabinet 
minister from early ‘80s till mid-‘90s, 

Our Correspondent
Kohima, Oct. 20 (EMN): 
Thirty-one year old Atso 
Chase, a young self-taught 
musician from Khonoma 
Village who is a classical 
guitarist has developed an 
improvised three-stringed 
Naga folk instrument 
called ‘Gei-ü’. The name 
‘Gei’ is derived from Tenyi-
die which means ‘to saw.’

Giving a brief  back-
ground of  the instrument 
‘Gei-ü’ at a press confer-
ence at Fifa Cafe, Kohima 
on Friday, Chase said the 
resonant base of  the instru-
ment is carved out of  bison 
horn and covered with ani-
mal hide.

‘Gei-ü’, he explained 
draws inspiration from our 
traditional instruments, 
whereby the base itself  is 
an assemblage of  a number 
of  our age old instruments 
with flexibility to suit the 

Dimapur, Oct. 20 (EMN): 
The Eastern Naga Stu-
dents’ Federation along 
with its federating units 
has on Friday resolved to 
go ahead with its sched-
uled agitation from Oct. 
23, as the letter from the 
Department of  School Ed-
ucation failed to meet the 
demands of  the federation.

This was communicat-
ed through a press release 
from the ENSF appended 

by its President Sepili 
L. Sangtam and    Gen-
eral Secretary Imtichoba 
Chang.

"The Eastern Naga 
Students’ Federation 
(ENSF) along with the 6 
Federating Units had an 
emergency meeting today 
(20.10.17) at Kohima to 
deliberate on the Letter 
received from the Depart-
ment of  School Educa-
tion (DoSE) in response 

to our demand. The house 
after thorough delibera-
tion had decided to sum-
marily reject the Letter 
No. DSE/RECUIT-POL-
ICY/120/2017. The con-
tents of  the letter received 
from the Department have 
totally sidelined the 2009 
Govt. notification which 
is the core demand of  the 
Federation," stated the 
press release.

The federation there-

fore informed that the 
"phase wise agitation" to 
be started from Monday 
Oct. 23 will go ahead " un-
til the Justice is delivered" 
and appealed to the people 
of  Kohima bear the incon-
venience caused. 

The Federation also 
stated that in case of  any 
"atrocious eventuality" 
arising out agitations, it 
will not bear any "respon-
sibilities whatsoever". 

Dimapur, Oct. 20 (EMN): The Lotha 
Hoho has issued a statement stating 
reasons why the controversial Wokha-
Merapani road ought to be declared a 
national highway and upgraded like-
wise. 

The community organisation is-
sued a statement on Friday explaining 
the role of  the road in connecting vari-
ous districts in Assam and Nagaland 
besides Arunachal Pradesh; its role as 
a trade and commerce link.    

“Being the shortest road connecting 
Assam with Wokha district, most of  
the survival daily commercial activities 
such as supply of  consumable house-
hold and grocery items, vegetables, 
meat, fish, some hardware items like 
sand, bricks, rods, cement etc are trans-
ported through this road,” the organisa-
tion stated. 

“The road therefore serves as the 
survival link for the district. This road 
needs to be declared a full-fledged Na-
tional Highway and be upgraded as a 
National Highway immediately. This 
road is dependent on the bridge over 
Doyang River, near Doyang Hydro 

Project which has withstood the wear 
and tear of  time and is susceptible to 
failure any time and needs immediate 
replacement.”

The organisation stated that the 
Wokha-Merapani road was a historic 
road. It connects Wokha district with 
Assam’s Golaghat and Jorhat districts 
besides Mokokchung and Mon in Na-
galand via Assam; and with the state of  
Arunachal Pradesh, which is also con-
nected via Assam, it stated. 

The construction agency under-
stood to be in contract to construct the 
controversial road has been told to en-
sure building norms when working on 
the road.  The community organisation 
made clear that it will not allow any 
agency to 'compromise the work qual-
ity due to either lower tender rate or sub 
letting.’      

The National Highways and In-
frastructure Development Corpora-
tion (NHIDCL) is stated to have been 
entrusted with the task of  ‘rehabilita-
tion work’ during 2017-18. The work 
order is said to have been issued sev-
eral months ago to one Lucknow-based 

contractor called M/S C.S. Infra Con-
struction Pvt. Ltd.

“...and the public of  Wokha have 
been in waiting for the last nearly a 
year, for the work to be implemented. 
But work is yet to be implemented,” the 
Lotha Hoho lamented.  

The work, according to the press 
release, entails funds amounting to 
Rs.190.00 crore.  ‘It is learnt that the 
NHIDCL had accepted the tender for 
the work at 21% below Schedule of  
Rate (SOR) and work order issued to 
the contractor. It is also learnt that the 
contractor for the work is subletting the 
works to other local contractors.’

The Lotha Hoho remarked that the 
decrease in the “amount” for the work 
due to lower tender rate at 21% below 
was Rs.39.90 crore. Therefore, the net 
amount available is Rs. 150.10 crore 
only, the press release stated. In addi-
tion to the lower tender rate, the process 
of  sub-letting will involve fees from the 
sub contractors and will further mini-
mize the fund available for the work, 
the organisation observed. 

The statement declared: “The Lotha 

Hoho understands that calling and ac-
cepting tenders, for contract works, is 
not only to accept the lowest rate; but 
to ensure that the rate is reasonable and 
the intending contractor is competent 
and reliable. Hence the NHIDCL, ac-
cepting a tender rate of  21% below 
SOR and issuing work order at such ex-
tremely low rate and further subletting 
to sub contractors, is seen as malprac-
tice and a hindrance to work quality.”

 If  the contractor, M/S C.S. Infra 
Construction (Pvt) Ltd. is unable to 
directly execute the work, it should not 
have ‘tendered for the contract’ as it 
only jeopardises the implementation of  
the work, the organisation stated. 

Working confusion 
Another interesting input the Lotha 
Hoho gave in the statement was con-
cerns about which firm was actually 
in charge: During the ‘colloquium on 
road connectivity’ that was convened 
by the Nagaland government, the gen-
eral manager of  the NHIDCL at Di-
mapur ‘could not clarify the queries on 
the matter, saying that he does not look 

after this work.’ The official reported 
clarified that the NHIDCL at Tezpur 
was to ‘look after’ the road; but the 
“said GM, NHIDCL” failed to attend 
this meeting, the statement said. 

The Lotha Hoho has insisted that 
the state government take up the mat-
ter with the NHIDCL at Tezpur. “The 
chief  secretary, govt. of  Nagaland, 
stood up and assured to do so,” the or-
ganisation added. 

The organisation stated to have 
written to the NHIDCL concerning 
issues about supply of  details of  the 
‘DPR, sanction order, work order etc’ 
but till date ‘no communication from 
NHIDCL has been received.’  

‘Irrespective of  the tender rate, the 
beneficiary community road users will 
insist on adherence to work specifica-
tions and will not allow any agency to 
compromise the work quality due to 
either lower tender rate or sub-letting,’ 
the Lotha Hoho added. ‘Hence, the 
NHIDCL is requested to implement 
the work at the earliest and to adhere to 
work specifications, without compro-
mising with work quality.’                

Writing, to me, is simply 
thinking through my 

fingers. 

~Isaac Asimov
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Lohan on sexual assault | P10
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"Why don't you join our party? 
We don't have any drama in our 
party. We only gossip from time 

to time" 

~ Arien

wants and needs of  the user which com-
prises of  two bow strings and one pluck-
ing string.

In a concept note, it was stated that 
due to the readily available western in-
struments at our disposal, musicians 
including folk musicians opt for the con-
venient. Hence, the folk instruments are 
degraded as an opportune of  the past 
whereby most of  our instruments are 
victimised to a point of  extinction.

With culture and traditions consist-
ently evolving with the change of  time, 
the young musician strongly felt the need 
to polish and upgrade the existing indig-
enous musical instruments. ‘Gei-ü’, he 
humbly opined is a small effort to keep 
up with the world while keeping ‘our 
identity’ intact – an improvised instru-
ment for all culturally conscious musi-

cians willing to explore.
Stressing on the importance of  

incorporating finer ideas to make 
our own instrument, Chase said 
this is his second attempt of  trying 
to come with an improvised instru-
ment and added that unlike the 
‘Tati’ used by our forefathers, he 
said ‘Gei-ü’ blends well both with 
traditional and contemporary mu-
sic.

When asked if  he was planning 
for mass production, Chase said 
plans are on the pipeline if  he gets 
any sponsorship from well wishers.

While encouraging everyone 
to try the instrument, Chase main-
tained that ‘Gei-ü’ is an instrument 
with a purpose to mark our identity 
in this fast changing world – an in-
strument that is not confined to a 
few tribes but the Nagas as a whole 
and that which is presentable and 
risk worthy in the global arena.

A self-taught musician who 
started playing music at a very 
young age, Chase graduated from 
Kohima College and has to his 
credit of  performing at state, na-
tional and international platforms. 
He has also performed at the Indig-
enous Music Fest held in Dimapur, 
August Rush in Kohima and with 
Shiori Ohari from Japan at the 12th 
Global Youth Peace Fest 2017 at 
Chandigarh.

Chase also won the ‘Youth tal-
ented artist award’ and the ‘Indeg-
enous Music Award’ in 2014.



State monitoring team 
visits Kiphire health units

NPCC appoints members
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Yashikala’s demise

Noklak GHSS new 
building inaugurated

Governor, CM and others condole Jakhalu’s demise
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NEWS IN BRIEF
SLMC for GST meet
The Department of Finance (Revenue Branch) has in-
formed that a meeting of the State Level Monitoring 
Cell for implementation of GST in the State has been 
convened on Oct. 24, 11 a.m. at the conference hall of 
the Chief Secretary. All members have been requested 
to to attend the meeting. 

KPU executive meeting
The Kandi Public Union (KPU) has convened an executive 
meeting Oct. 21, 4 p.m. at Sishunu Village Council Hall. 
All KPU officials, chairman VC, GBs, and advisors have 
been requested to attend the meeting positively.

UGC notifies on schemes 
Secretary of UGC PK Thakur has notified that UGC 
schemes in rationalised form as detailed at annexure 
will continue beyond Sep. 30 and up to March 31, 2019.

IGNOU induction programme
The Indira Gandhi National Open University (IGNOU) 
has informed that the induction programme for freshly 
enrolled learners for July 2017 session at Study Centre 
2002, Dimapur Govt. College will be held on Oct. 22, 
10 a.m. at Dimapur Govt. College. It also informed that 
there will be a joint induction programme at Study 
Centre 2033, SD Jain Girls College, Dimapur on Oct. 22, 
1:30 p.m. for freshly admitted students of SC2030, Unity 
College, Dimapur and SC2033, SD Jain Girls College, Di-
mapur. All learners registered at the above mentioned 
IGNOU study centres are requested to personally attend 
the induction programme at respective time and date as 
study material will be distributed on that day besides 
necessary information related to the study programme.

State and district monitoring team pose for lens during their visit at Amahator PHC, Kiphire. 

NSLSA chairman along with other officials and lawyers of Longleng DLSA.   

A section of students attending the ‘peace education’ programme. IMPORTANT NUMBERS
WOMEN HELPLINE: 181

DIMAPUR (STD CODE: 03862)

Bethesda Ambulance Service                 9615053217, 9615520007

CIHSR 242555, 242533

Police Control Room 7085055050

Dimapur District Hospital 232224

Diphupar PS 7085055032

East PS 7085055030

Faith Hospital 248912, 9436004220

Fire Station (Chumu) 282777

Fire Station (Dimapur) 7085378850, 232201

GRPS 7085055031

Medziphema PS 7085055033

MH (Metro) Hospital 227930/231081

Mobile Unit Commander 7085055046

Nikos Hospital 248285, 232032

Niuland PS 7085088035

Sub-Urban PS 7085055036

Traffic Control -1 7085088038

Traffic Control -2 7085088039

West PS 7085055034

Women Cell 7085055037

Zion Hospital 231864, 224117, 227337

KOHIMA (STD Code: 0370)

Bethel Nursing Home 2224202

Chiephobozou PS
Officer-in-Charge

8575045506
8575045516

Childline Kohima 1098

Chiephobozou PS
Officer-in-Charge

8575045506
8575045516

Fire Stations 2222952

IRCS Ambulance Service 2244350

Kezocha PS
Officer-in-Charge

8575045549
8575045538

Khuzama PS
Officer-in-Charge

8575045505
8575045515

NHAK 2222916

North PS
Officer-in-Charge

2222222, 8575045501
8575045510

Oking Hospital 2290080, 2290146

Police Control Room 100/2244279, 8575045500

South PS
Officer-in-Charge

2222111, 8575045502
8575045520

Tseminyu PS
Officer-in-Charge

8575045507
8575045517

Zubza PS
Officer-in-Charge

8575045508
8575045518

MOKOKCHUNG (STD Code: 0369)
Chopper Service 8974151974/ 9615776811

Christian Hospital, Impur 2262214

Dr. Imkongliba Hospital 2226216/2226394

Faith Hospital Ambulance 9436004220, 9856051827

Fire Station 2226225

Hope Ambulance Service 8415827895/9856277674

Hotel Metsuben 8014587442/ 2226373

IRCS Ambulance Service 09402993002

Lifeline Ambulance 9436439707/ 9862447893

Mokokchung PS 1 2226241

Power House 2226221/2226293

Sewak Gate PS 2 2226213

Traffic Control 9485232691

Tuli Police Station 9485232693

Women Cell 9485232692

Woodland Nursing Home 2226263

WEATHER FORECAST IN OTHER DISTRICTS 
Max Min DP RH RF

WOKHA 22.6 17.8 18 92 NIL

ZBT 22.6 17 18.4 87 NIL

MON 32 21.2 19.5 91 12

TUENSANG 22.2 18 18.9 98 2.1

MKG 26 18.4 18.7 77 8

PHEK 23.2 17.6 18.9 94 Nil

KIPHIRE 23 19 20.5 95 NIL

SECHÜ ZUBZA 25 19.5 19.8 93 1

LONGLENG 17 13 9 61 10.8

TSEMINYU 24.8 20 19.4 93 Nil

JALUKIE 25 23 19.5 76 2

MANGKOLEMBA 30 22.2 23.7 98 NIL

*Dew Point (DP) *Relative Humidity (RH) * Rainfall (RF)

Source: Department of Soil & Water Conservation, Nagaland 

Dimapur, Oct. 20 (EMN): 
In view of  the forthcom-
ing 11th Common Review 
Mission, the state monitor-
ing team comprising of  12 
members spearheaded by 
Mission Director NHM Dr. 
Limaakum Jamir, visited 17 
health units under Kiphire 
district from Oct. 17 to 20.   

During the visit, the 
team verified and updated 
all registers, drugs stocks 

and equipments  were 
checked and shortages were 
noted to be forwarded, IEC 
materials were supplied 
and supervised to be pasted 
in appropriate places, deep 
burial for waste manage-
ment was supervised and 
brief  interactions with the 
beneficiaries in different 
villages were carried out. 

Staffs of  the units were 
also directed to maintain 

up-to-date datas in all regis-
ters henceforth. Grievances 
of health workers in hard to 
reach areas were also noted. 

The team presented 
their findings and observa-
tions on the performance 
of  the district on Oct. 20 
at Tsatongse Guest House, 
Kiphire. 

While appreciating the 
efforts of  the district, Dr. 
Jamir said “let it not be 

the end but (rather) let it 
be a continuous process.” 
Discussing on areas which 
needs improvements in the 
district, he advised the units 
to maintain good services 
with the digital era. 

The team also brought 
forward all the weak com-
ponents of  health units 
and directed the district to 
supervise vigorously for the 
smooth functioning of  the 
department. ANC quality 
was asked to be kept well 
focussed and refined and 
also units are directed to 
keep a copy of  sanction 
order list to be given to the 
same.

According to a press 
release, as per the directives 
of  the CMO wherein leave 
for staffs were withheld till 
the visit of the CRM, it may 
be noted that during the 
visit all staffs were present 
in their respective stations 
inspite of  a government 
holiday on Oct. 19.

Meanwhile, it also in-
formed that the extensive 
district monitoring will be 
as carried out in all health 
units till the CRM visit.

Dimapur, Oct. 20 (EMN): 
In the interests of  the par-
ty, the president of  Na-
galand Pradesh Congress 
Committee (NPCC) has 
appointed president of  
DCC, Mokokchung Im-
kongyanger as NPCC gen-
eral secretary; president of  
DCC, Dimapur Kughato 
S Aye as NPCC general 
secretary; vice president 
of  DCC, Dimapur A Ben-

dangyanger Jamir as presi-
dent of  DCC, Dimapur; 
vice president of  DCC, 
Mokokchung Watimong-
ba as president of  DCC, 
Mokokchung; I Noksen-
lemba Chang as working 
president of  DCC, Tuen-
sang; B Longshi Odyuo 
as working president of  
DCC, Wokha; and Dietho 
Rhakho as working presi-
dent of  DCC, Dimapur.

Dimapur, Oct. 20 (EMN): 
Under the aegis of  the 
Phek District Large Carda-
mom Growers’ Federation 
(PDLCGF), 20 farmers 
undertook an exposure 
tour to Sikkim from Oct. 
8 to 15th. The tour was 
sponsored by Project Di-
rector (PD) District Ru-
ral Development Agency 
(DRDA) Phek Razouvolie 
Dozo.

According to a press, a 
weeklong tour ed by Pro-
gram Officer (PO) DRDA, 
Phek Chuba Jamir aimed 
at visiting and studying 
the system of  pre and post 

harvesting of  the large car-
damom, system of  drying 
up and marketing channels 
etc. thereby updating with 
the progressive manage-
ment being undertaken by 
the farmers from Sikkim.

T h e  t e a m  w e r e 
equipped with several 
technical aspects and is 
expected to improve its 
growing system in the up-
coming years, the release 
added.

Meanwhile, the PDL-
CGF conveyed its sincere 
gratitude to PD, DRDA, 
Phek for sponsoring the 
tour.

Dimapur, Oct. 20 (EMN): MGM Higher Sec-
ondary School organised a ‘peace education’ 
programme on Oct. 13 at school auditorium, with 
NEISSR MSW trainees Ghupitho and Hechila as 
recourse persons along with school peace channel 
animators.  The programme commenced with ori-
entation session followed by speech on the impor-
tance of  peace in education. 

Competitions such as poster making, essay 
writing, slogan, poetry writing, and elocution are 
among others organised for the students. 

Priyanka Ganta of  12 Arts, Corrie Ten and 
Isuibuile both of  12 Science were adjudged in 
1st, 2nd, and 3rd position respectively in eluction 
contest. In easy writing competition, Ekon Kikon 
and Thaknei Konyak of  12 Arts and Wenlang M 
of  11 Science were placed in 1st, 2nd , and 3rd 
respectively. 

Dimapur, Oct. 20 (EMN):  Judge of  Gau-
hati High Court Kohima Bench and Execu-
tive Chairman Nagaland State Legal Services 
Authority (NSLSA) LS Jamir, inspected 
district courts of  Wokha, Mokokchung and 
Longleng and also assessed District Legal 
Services Authorities (DLSAs) performance 
on Oct. 18 to 19.  

Jamir was accompanied by Registrar 
Gauhati High Court Kohima Bench Y 
Longkumer, Member Secretary NSLSA M 
Nino Iralu, and Special Judge TDP Vigilance 
Commission. 

During two day inspection, Jamir asked 
the chairman, secretary, panel lawyers and 
Para-Legal Volunteers (PLVs) of DLSAs to set 
up legal literacy club in schools and colleges by 
getting the involvement of the authorities and 
lecturers as PLVs. He said such legal literacy 
club would be effective in reaching out to the 
people. 

The executive chairman urged to focus on 
rehabilitation while rendering legal services to 
the common man. Further, he congratulated 
DLSAs for systematic maintenance of  the 
front office and for providing legal services. 

Dimapur, Oct. 20 (EMN):  The Phom 
People’s Council (PPC) has mourned 
the passing away of Yashikala wife of NI 
Jamir on Oct. 19 at Dimapur. 

In a condolence message, PCC Her 
passing away is a great loss to the Nagas 
in general and to the Phoms in particular 
because she was a great mother and a 
dignified woman of Phom people. Dur-
ing her stay in Phom area in the late 50’s 
and early 60’s with her husband who was 
posted there, she has done remarkable 
works which is still cherished by Phom 
people n is still being continued by her 
children and grandchildren in the form 
of  N.I. Jamir Excellence award to the 
meritorious student who obtain top 20 
in HSLC n HSSLC exams. Her dead is 
really painful but pray to the Almighty 
God that her soul rest in eternal peace n 
her blessings be upon the Phom people.

Dimapur, Oct. 20 (EMN): The new 
building of Noklak Government Higher 
Secondary School building, constructed 
under the strengthening programme of  
RMSA, 2016-17 was inaugurated by 
Deputy District Education Officer, Tu-
ensang I Shashi Ao, on Oct. 20.

Speaking at the inaugural pro-
gramme, Shashi said the construction of  
new building is a symbol of educational 
progress. He added that the purpose 
behind the construction of the same was 
to spread education among every one. 
Further, he called upon the gathering 
to maintain and take proper care of the 
building.

Principal of the school Y Kongkhao 
welcomed the gathering while Nokmei 
and friends presented a special song. 

Dimapur, Oct. 20 (EMN): State Governor 
PB Acharya has expressed sadness at the 
demise of Lt. Col. SI Jakhalu, former secre-
tary, Rajya Sainik Board, who passed away 
on Oct. 19. 

In a condolence message addressed to 
his wife Kakheli Jakhalu, the governor said 
Jakhalu as a warm hearted and cheerful hu-
man being who was always willing to take 
on difficult responsibilities. 

Acharya also expressed that the people 
with whom he interacted through years, in 
particular, and the government in general 
will remember him in the years to come.

Further, governor conveyed condolences 
and prayed that Almighty gives strength and 
fortitude to the family to bear the loss. 

Chief Minister: State Chief  Minister 
TR Zeliang expressed shock and sadness at 
the demise of Lt. Col. Suhoi Inashe Jakhalu, 
who passed away on Thursday night from 
CIHSR, Dimapur after a brief illness. 

Zeliang said Jakhalu who first joined 
military service in 1962 as a 2nd lieutenant 
in the Territorial Army served the nation as a 
military officer in different capacities which 
includes Indian Army, Naga Regiment, As-
sam Regiment, Assam Rifles and Nagaland 
Village Guard. A man who fought for his 
Motherland and raised Nagaland Home 
Guards while serving as its first Deputy 
Commandant General (DCG) was also 
Secretary of Rajya Sainik Board, Nagaland.

In a message addressed to Jakhalu’s wife 
and family, the chief  minister expressed 
regret over the loss of  a dedicated officer, 
who lived his life for the unity and progress 
of his people.

At this time of pain and grief, Zeliang 
extended his sincere condolences and 
prayed that Almighty God bless his departed 
soul and grant solace to the bereaved family 
members.

MP Lok Sabha: MP Lok Sabha Neiphiu 
Rio has expressed pain at the demise of Lt. 
Col. SI Jakhalu, who passed away on Thurs-
day night, Oct. 19 at Dimapur. 

In a condolence message addressed to 
his wife Kakheli Jakhalu and family, Rio 
said Jakhulu was a prominent personality 
from Surumi village. He joined the Territo-
rial Army in 1962 as a 2nd lieutenant and 
was deputed to various Naga and Assam 
Regiments including the Assam Rifles dur-
ing his career. He also served as comman-
dant of the Naga Village Guard (Tuensang) 
from 1980-85 after which he returned to the 
Indian Army before retiring as lieutenant 
colonel. From 1988-1991, he again served 
the state as the first Deputy Commandant 
General (DCG), head of  department and 
raised the Nagaland Home Guards. He then 
become the secretary of  the Rajya Sainik 
Board, Government of  Nagaland from 
1991-2012. 

Recalling his association with him over 
the years, Rio said he found him to be a 
capable officer who went the extra mile to 
discharge his duties, particularly towards the 
welfare of ex-servicemen and their families 
in the state. 

Rio lamented that in his demise, Nagas 
have lost a capable officer who rendered 
the best years of his life towards serving the 
people of  the country and the state with 
sincerity and dedication and the void left by 
his demise cannot be filled easily. 

MP along with his wife and family ex-
pressed heartfelt condolences to members 
of  the bereaved family and offered prayer 
to the Almighty God to grant solace during 
this hour of grief and also the departed soul 
to rest in peace.

Home Minister: Home Minister Y 
Patton has expressed shock over the sud-

den demise of Lt. Col. SI Jakhalu, former 
secretary of Rajya Sainik Board, on Oct. 19.

Patton described Jakhalu as a simple, 
straightforward and forward-looking man. 
“He always tried to update the government 
about activities of the Rajya Sainik Board 
when he was its secretary. He was always 
cooperative and ready to provide valuable 
services and helps to the others whenever 
they were asked for,” the message added.

The void created by his untimely death 
will be difficult to fill.

Patton along with his wife conveyed 
heartfelt condolences to the bereaved family 
members and prayed to Almighty Lord to 
grant them strength at this hour of grief and 
the departed soul to rest in peace.

NPF president: NPF President and 
MLA Dr. Surhozelie Liezietsu is grieved to 
learn the demise of his classmate and long 
time friend Lt. Col SI Jakhalu on Thursday 
night at Dimapur.

“A wave of melancholy swept over me 
as I recalled the years we spent together at 
St. Edmunds College, Shillong, in the late 
‘50s. A frank and amiable person, he was 
polite and friendly with everyone and was 
quite popular in college. Even while in Col-
lege, he showed keen interest in uniformed 
services and it came as no surprise when he 
went on to join the Territorial Army after 
College and then on to the Indian Army. He 
did us, his friends, proud with his illustrious 
services in the Army even though we could 
not meet frequently.

It was when he became the Secretary 
of the Rajya Sainik Board, Government of  
Nagaland, in 1991 till 2012, that we used to 
meet frequently, often reminiscing over our 
younger years. I have always been impressed 
with the concern he had for ex-servicemen 
in the State and I am told he had endeav-
oured his utmost to assist those who had 

rendered valuable services to the nation,” 
the condolence message stated.

In his demise, Dr. Liezietsu expressed 
that the nation and the state has lost a 
patriotic and dedicated citizen whose con-
tributions shall ever be etched prominently 
in our minds.

Dr. Liezietsu along with his family 
members conveyed heartfelt condolences 
to the family and prayed to the Almighty 
to grant solace and comfort at this hour of  
grief and the departed soul to rest in eternal 
peace.

NSCW: The Nagaland State Commis-
sion for Women (NSCW) has mourned the 
demise of Lt. Col. SI Jakhalu, husband of  
Mrs. Kakheli Jakhalu, member NSCW on 
Oct. 19 at Dimapur. 

While conveying condolences to Mrs. 
Kakheli and family at this hour of  grief, 
NSCW prayed for the departed soul to 
rest in eternal peace to and solace to the 
bereaved family.

SKK: The All Sumi Student’s Union 
(SKK) expressed pain and grief  over the 
demise of Lt. Colonel SI Jakhalu. 
SKK said Jakhalu was the first among 
Sumi and Nagas in general who brought 
great pride and laurels through his achieve-
ments and position by serving as Deputy 
Commandant of  General (DCG) Home 
Guards and commandant of Village Guard 
from 1980 to 1985 on deputation from In-
dian army and secretary Rajya sainik board 
Govt. of Nagaland. 

The union conveyed that his contribu-
tions towards the Sumi and Nagas in general 
will always be remembered in the book of  
history. While lamenting over the irrepara-
ble loss, the SKK extended deepest condo-
lence to the bereaved family and prayed for 
solace to the departed soul.

Member  s ec re ta r y 
pointed out that a lot of  
work has been done on 
prevention, however to shift 
focus on rehabilitative as-
pect of  legal service. She 
therefore, urged DLSAs 
to streamline activities in 
line with the ten National 

Legal Services Authority 
(NALSA) scheme 2015 and 
2016 with focus on the un-
organised sector and public 
utility services. 

While inspecting the 
Legal Aid Clinic at Ung-
ma and Fazl Ali College 
Mokokchung, PLVs of  

Mokokchung DLSA ap-
praised on their perform-
ances, such as filling up of  
scholarship forms, aadhar 
correction bank account 
opening, sensitizing on con-
stitutional rights and provi-
sions, collecting names of  
disabled persons etc. 
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The winners of the painting along with department officials pose for a group photo during the celebration 
of ‘Paryatan Parv’ in Kohima on October 20.
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N Jacob Zhimomi, MLA, speaking 
at the golden jubilee celebrations 
of the DNYO on October 20.

EM Images

Minister Tokheho Yepthomi, 
speaking at the state level 
parliamentary quiz and youth 
parliament at ATI, Kohima on 
October 20.
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HSLC toppers receive Mayangnokcha award DNYO begins a two-day jubilee celebrations

Peren district wins the State level parliamentary quiz contest Bendangakum wins tourism 
festival painting contest

Settle border issue on 
historical facts: UNTABA 

Dimapur, Oct. 20 (EMN): 
The 24th presentation cer-
emony of  Mayangnokcha 
Awards for Academic Ex-
cellence was held on Octo-
ber 20 at Ladybird School 
auditorium, Mokokchung, 
with the Additional De-
velopment Commissioner, 

Aolemla Jamir, as the 
chief  guest.

The chief  guest, in her 
speech, has attributed peo-
ple like Mayangnokcha 
for the present condition 
in the education sector. 
She said people like him 
have given the real hope 

for a better tomorrow and 
made possible in our lives 
to realise our dreams and 
aspirations.

Aolemla maintained 
that it takes hard work and 
a sustained commitment 
to be on top. She urged 
the students to be more 

We the family of Late Mrs. Venuo Rio wishes to 
acknowledge and offer our heartfelt thanks to the 
many friends, neighbours and well wishers who 

visited our home attended service and burial. For those 
who travelled long distances, sent floral tributes, cards 
and messages of condolences, as well as those who made 
charitable donations at the demise of our most beloved on 
17th Oct 2017, we are truly grateful.

A special word of thanks to different churches, 
organizations, societies, clubs, villages, NGOs, Government 
official, Department and all individuals, your contribution 
made our loss more bearable. It is our humble prayer that 
Almighty God bless you abundantly.

1963-17TH October 2017

~ Loving Husband & Childrens

Late Mrs. Venuo Rio
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Acknowledgement
We, the family members of Late. 

Nizheto Awomi, convey our 
sincere and heartfelt gratitude to 

each and every Well- Wishers, Churches, 
Communities, Organizations and individual 
as you stood by us throughout and shared 
our sorrow and grief, comforted us by your 
Prayer, Presence and for your generous 
financial and material support during the 
ailment and his demise on 04-10-2017.

Please do accept our sincere apology 
in not being able to convey our gratitude 
personally and individually.
We would, however, like to express our 
gratitude especially to:

1. The Pastor, General, Women, Youth, 
Children and MTA Sumi Baptist 
Church, Kohima.

2. Rengma Baptist Church, Kohima.
3. SABCK, Kohima.
4. All Fellowship and Prayer Groups.
5. The Doctors, Nurses & Staff, Oking 

Hospital, Kohima.
6. Shri. Khekaho Assumi, Parliamentary 

Secretary, Youth Resources & Sports, 
& Music Task Force, Nagaland.

7. Shri. Shetoyi Aye, Parliamentary 

~ Loving Wife, Son, Daughter
 And all Family Members.

01-04-1964 – 04-10-2017
Secretary, Fisheries, Printing & 
Stationeries, Nagaland.

8. Shri. Dr. Nicky Kire, Hon’ble Minister, 
Road & Bridges Nagaland.

9. Shri. Pukhayi Assumi, Hon’ble Minister, 
Soil  and Water conservation & Advisor, 
Disaster Management Authority, 
Nagaland.

10. The Secretary, the Director, Officers and 
Staff, Department of Youth Resources & 
Sports, Nagaland.

11. The Commissioner & Secretary, Officers 
and Staff, Disaster Management 
Authority, Nagaland.

12. The Officers and Staff, Treasuries & 
Accounts Department, Nagaland.

13. Senior Treasury Officers, Officers & 
Staff, North & South, Kohima.

14. Nagaland Sports Coaches Association.
15. District Sports Officers & Youth 

Resources Union.
16. Surumi Community, Kohima & 

Dimapur.
17. Suruhuto Tokukujo Kuqhakulu, Kohima.

18. Sumi Community, Daklane, Kohima.
19. Sumi Awomi Kuqhakulu.
20. Daklane Youth Social Organization, 

Kohima.
21. New Market Youth Organization, 

Kohima.
22. Phom Union Kohima.
23. Sumi Officers Union, Kohima
24. Relief Committee, Union Baptist 

Church, Kohima.
25. Kushiabil Baptist Church, Dimapur.
26. Union Christian Revival Church, New 

Market, Kohima.
27. Daklane Women Organization, Kohima.
28. Aichi Saghemi Community, Kohima.
29. Soul Harvest Church, Kohima.
30. Nehru Yuva Kendra Sanyathen, Kohima.
31. Indira Gandhi Stadium Academy, 

Kohima.
32. The Neighbours &  friends.

It is our prayer that Almighty God Bless each 
one of you abundantly and may you continue 
doing the good and yeoman service for the 
Glory of our God in the days and years to come.

K-
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Additional Development Commissioner, Aolemla Jamir, along with the recipients of Mayangnokcha Awards 
for Academic Excellence, 2017 and MAT members during the 24th presentation ceremony held at Ladybird 
School auditorium, Mokokchung, on October 20.

committed in life saying 
that they are the hope of  
mankind and the cream of  
society.

The master of  cer-
emony was Narola Nei-
zo, pastor Sumi Baptist 
Church, Mokokchung, 
while Nisheto Chishi pro-
nounced the invocation, 
and youth department of  
Sungkomen Ward present-

ed the theme song “The 
Educationist.” Keynote 
address was delivered by 
secretary MAT, Dr. For-
kumzuk, HSLC Subject 
Topper 1998. Dr. Kilang-
wapang made a special 
appearance, while youth 
promoter of  Alempang 
Baptist Church, Lipkon-
aro Jamir, said the ben-
ediction.

Staff reporter
Dimapur, Oct. 20 (EMN): 
The Diphupar Naga Youth 
Organization (DNYO) cel-
ebrated glorious 50 years 
of  its existence with a 
programme concluding at 
Diphupar on Oct. 20, with 
the theme ‘reflect, celebrate 
and inspire.’ 

The chief  host for the 
evening was N Jacob Zhi-
momi, legislator. 

During his address, he 
appealed to the gathering 
to ‘examine history and re-
flect’ over how each has per-
formed in their individual 
lives. He called Diphupar 
one of  the most progres-
sive villages in Nagaland 
‘from its style of  function-
ing to style of  electing its 

Winners of MAT 2017 Awards 
1. Mayangnokcha Award for Academic Excellence 

(the overall topper): Ravelu Nienu, Greenwood 
School, Dimapur.

2. MAT-NE Sun Award for the subject topper in Eng-
lish (North East Sun Magazine, New Delhi): Hibo-
li Aye, Mezhur Higher Secondary School, Kohima.

3. MAT-Rockdale Award for the subject topper in Ao 
(MIL) (Rockdale Club, Mokokchung): Rongsenka-
la, Mount Moriah School, Ungma, Mokokchung.

4. MAT-YRSD Award for the subject topper in Social 
Sciences (Youth Resource & Sports Department: 
Rokono Nagi, Greenwood School, Dimapur.

5. MAT-TirYimyim Award for the subject topper in 
Science (TirYimyim Daily, Dimapur): Kuolavo-u 
Peseyie, Greenwood School, Dimapur.

6. MAT-EFoM Award for the subject topper in Math-
ematics (Education Forum of Mokokchung): Nesse 
Eangnyu, Mezhur Higher Secondary School, Ko-
hima.
The awardees received cash, certificate and me-

mento.

members in a democratic 
manner.’ The community 
is also one where members 
of  16 Naga tribes in the ju-
risdiction exist peacefully, 
he said and calling the vil-
lage a symbol of  unity.

“Every Naga village 
was an independent state 
before independence,” the 
legislator said. Once state-
hood was announced, he 
said, that was when Naga 
villages were united. How-
ever, he lamented to a con-
cern: the concept of  “isms” 
and how it slowly “crept” 
into the society.

Zhimomi called “ism” 
as the greatest enemy of  
progress which he said 
leads to arrested devel-
opment. He advised the 
gathering not to forget the 
teachings of  their forefa-
thers and what they have 
passed down to the genera-
tions. They were also told 
to do away with matters 
which damage the Naga 
society and affect progress 
on the economic front. 

Further, Zhimomi said 
it was ‘very easy to follow 
the western culture from 
their lifestyle to having the 
same taste but economical-
ly it doesn’t permit us.’ He 

reminded: ‘Western culture 
has different avenues for 
economic growth; in there, 
the society contributes to 
their country. Hence, when 
demands are made from 
the society to the govern-
ment, it is fulfilled.’

However, the case is 
not for societies such as the 
Nagas.’ He spoke about 
the social conditions here 
where the communities 
survive on grants and aid 
provided by the govern-
ment of  India. He appealed 
to the youth: ‘There are 
many other avenues apart 
from just govt jobs such as 
in the field of  sports, music, 
art etc and to put in hard 
work and dedication to the 
more skilled jobs offered.’

A highlight to the 
evening was when Zhimo-
mi announced that he was 
gifting an ambulance to the 
village. This is Zhimomi’s 
third ‘ambulance contribu-
tion’ to his assembly’s con-
stituency. 

Apart from perform-
ances by the Diphupar 
Sumi youth Organisation, 
the jubilee choir and Anga-
mi Youth Organisation of  
Diphupar also performed 
for the audience.

Our Correspondent 
Kohima, Oct. 20 (EMN): 
A state level parliamentary 
quiz and youth parliament 
was held today at ATI, Ko-
hima, on the theme “Youth 
in strengthening democ-
racy.” 

School students from 
10 districts participated in 
the competition, except 
Mon district which failed 
to turn up for the event. 

In the parliamentary 
quiz, Peren district, rep-
resented by Ineigumlung, 
Mercy Rengna and T 
Thinglila, emerged as the 
winners, while Dimapur 
secured the second posi-
tion being represented 
by Rokosetso Thou, Ro-
lan and K Kaluto Chishi. 
Mokokchung district, rep-
resented by Athekhingla 
C Sangtam, Jabel Kinimi 
and Sentiwapang Imchen 
bagged the third position 
in quiz. 

In the competition for 
youth parliament, Mezien-
guno Nakhro of  Kohima 
district stood first, while 
Sungjemlila Longkumer 
of  Dimapur and Yangth-
ingba of  Kiphire bagged 
the second third place re-
spectively. 

The day’s programme 
was graced by Tokheho 
Yepthomi, Minister for 
School Education and Par-
liamentary Affairs as the 

chief  guest. 
In his address, Yep-

thomi lauded the initia-
tive of  the department of  
parliamentary affairs for 
conducting the state level 
competition, while he 
encouraged the youth to 
grasp the opportunities that 
comes their way in order to 
increase their knowledge. 

“A platform such as this 
is where faith in the ideals 
of  democracy is reinforced. 
These are events that incul-
cate the most important 
part of  democracy, which 
is to be able to voice one’s 
opinions and to allow oth-
ers to voice theirs,” Yeptho-
mi remarked and expressed 
hope that the event will 
broaden the perspectives 
of  the youth and further for 
them to inculcate a sense 
of  tolerance and respect for 
others’ opinions. 

“At times we take de-
mocracy for granted with-
out appreciating its sig-
nificance in our daily lives. 
Let’s make this platform an 
avenue to understand and 
appreciate democracy,” the 
minister added. 

Speaking at the func-
tion, A Chumremo Odyuo, 
Secretary to Government 
of  Nagaland, department 
of  Parliamentary Affairs, 
said the purpose of  the 
programme was to create 
awareness and to train the 

Our Correspondent
Kohima, Oct. 20 (EMN): 
Bendangakum from Holy 
Family Higher Secondary 
School, Kohima, emerged as 
the champion of  the paint-
ing competition organised 
by the Department of  Tour-
ism celebrating the ‘Parya-
tan Parv’ (Tourism Festival) 
at the directorate conference 
hall on October 20.

Teisoneise Sachü from 
Northfield Higher Second-
ary School and Anüzo 
Nienu from Mezhü Higher 
Secondary School were de-
clared second and third win-
ners respectively while 10 
consolation prizes were also 
given away. The winners 
were awarded with cash 
prizes and a citation each.

It may be mentioned 
that with the primary ob-
jective to draw focus on the 
benefits of  tourism, show-
case the cultural diversity 
of  the country and rein-
force the principle of  ‘Tour-
ism for all,’ the Ministry of  
Tourism, Government of  
India, in collaboration with 
other central ministries and 

state governments, has 
launched the ‘Paryatan 
Parv’ across the country 
from October 5-25.

Delivering the keynote 
address, Joint Director, 
Akhalo Vizol said tour-
ism is the fastest growing 
and exciting industry in 
the world adding India is 
the 3rd largest foreign ex-
change earner in the world.

In a brief  highlight of  
the programme, Vizol said 
‘Paryatan Parv’ envisages 
large scale participation 
of  youth and students as 
well as industry stakehold-
ers whereby a series of  
events and activities are 
held across the country 
like cultural programmes, 
exhibitions, showcasing 
handlooms, handicrafts 
and cuisine, artisans work-
shops at different locations, 
competitions for students, 
sensitisation programmes 
for tourism service provid-
ers etc. 

Some of  the compo-
nents of  Paryatan Parv, 
according to her includes 
‘dekho apna desh’ (explore 

Dimapur, Oct. 20 (EMN): 
United Naga Tribes As-
sociation on Border Area 
(UNTABA) has resolved 
to strengthen its demand 
for settlement of bound-
ary between Nagaland and 
Assam at the political level 
based on historical facts and 
official documents. 

The resolution to this ef-
fect was taken in its meeting 
on October 20 held at Tour-
ist Lodge, Dimapur, after 
thoroughly deliberation on 
the vexed border issue be-
tween Nagaland and Assam.

The house also re-
solved to conduct exhaus-
tive meetings on the issue 
with all the stakeholders 
including the Govern-
ment of  India, the collec-
tive leadership of  NSCN 
(IM), Working Group of  
the NNPG, Government 
of  Nagaland, Naga Hoho, 
ENPO (Eastern Naga Peo-
ple Organisation), NTC 
(Nagaland Tribes Coun-
cil), CNTC (Central Na-
galand Tribes Council), 
IMTN (Indigenous Minor-
ity Tribes of  Nagaland), 
NGBF (Nagaland GB Fed-
eration), NPMHR (Naga 
People Movement For Hu-
man Rights), NCD (Naga 
Council Dimapur) and 
with all the tribal hohos of  
Nagaland.

The house also deliber-
ated on the need to pursue 
for constitution of inter-
state council for adjudica-
tion of boundary as per the 
constitutional provision of  
Article 263 and to conduct 
more public meetings in 
the so called Disputed Area 
Belt (DAB) for activating 
the role of the people in the 
border areas.

The house has also 
questioned the silence of 60 
MLAs of Nagaland Leg-
islative Assembly in gen-
eral and the MLAs from the 
border areas in particular 
on their lackadaisical atti-
tude on the issue.

While resenting the ab-
ject failure of the State gov-
ernment to adopt any reso-
lution towards demanding 
the GoI to effect necessary 
amendment in the Section 
3 of the State of Naga-
land Act 1962, the house 
strongly urged the State 
government to consider for 
adoption of resolution in 
the next Assembly session 
as per the draft resolution 
copy submitted to the Gov-
ernment of Nagaland.

This statement was 
jointly appended by UN-
TABA general secretary 
Imsumongba Pongen and 
the media cell secretary Ri-
chard Haolai.

young students about their 
role as citizens in a democ-
racy. 

“The composition, 
powers and functions of  
the Indian Parliament are 
generally included in the 
course of  study at the mid-
dle, secondary and higher 
secondary stages of  school-
ing. Knowledge of  its pro-

cedure helps in developing 
an insight into the working 
of  parliament and there-
fore, the sessions of  youth 
parliament have a special 
importance in develop-
ing such an insight in the 
young students,” Odyuo 
asserted. 

Stating that students 
have to be trained to devel-
op competency in terms of  
influencing their attitude 
for smooth running of  de-
mocracy, Odyuo also im-
pressed upon all teachers 
and citizens that training 
of  our youth in such areas 
is very important for the 
smooth functioning of  the 
government. 

“We must reorient our-
selves and create platform 
for the students where they 
can come together and 
have healthy discussions 
on various issues chal-
lenging our society so that 
awareness can be created 

and proper measures be 
taken to tackle the situa-
tions. If  this section of  the 
society is enlightened and 
motivated, we can effec-
tively implement the scope 
and purpose of  the youth 
parliament which is the 
dream of the framers of  
our constitution,” Odyuo 
urged. 

The youth parliament 
first started in 1966-67, and 
since then, it has been held 
every year in the schools of  
Delhi and in the Kendriya 
Vidyalayas situated in and 
around the country’s capi-
tal. Now, the programme 
has been extended to other 
parts of  the country. Here 
in Nagaland, the depart-
ment of  Parliamentary Af-
fairs in coordination with 
School Education Depart-
ment has been organising 
the youth parliament com-
petition and parliamentary 
quiz since 2005-2006. 

your own country) encour-
aging Indians to visit their 
own country and stories of  
India through Travellers’ 
Eyes to promote travel to 
J&K and Northeast states.

Another component, 
she informed ‘tourism 
for all’ promotes tourism 
events at sites across all 
states in country and ‘tour-
ism and governance’ in-
cludes interactive sessions 
and workshops with stake-
holders on varied themes 
like skill development in 
tourism sector, innovation 
in tourism, inducting etc.

Altogether 16 schools 
from Kohima participated 
in the painting competi-
tion. The programme was 
chaired by deputy director, 
Ajanuo Belho.
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CM Biren provides financial assistance 
to nine skilled self employed 

Stop illegal trade of sand, 
stone chips, wood —Sonowal

With recent resolution, Arunachal Joins Goa, Mizoram in demand for separate IAS, IPS, IFS Cadre

BSF officer, attacked by cattle 
smugglers in Tripura, dies

No beef ban in 
M’laya, asserts BJP

MTB event in Arunachal concludesAnnual fish fair cum fish competition held in Manipur 

Our correspondent 
Imphal, Oct. 20 (EMN): Ma-
nipur Chief  Minister Nongth-
ombam Biren Singh handed over 
loan worth Rs. 46,50,000 to nine 
skilled self-employed persons of  
different districts at Chief  Min-
ister’s Secretariat in Imphal on 
Friday.

The assistance ranging from 
Rs 50,000 to Rs 10 lac. was 
provided under Manipur State 
Co-operative Bank Ltd. It may be 
mentioned that the bank author-
ity identified these enterprising 
persons for providing loan after 

they pleaded for assistance to 
the CM on different Meeyamgi 
Numits.

Out of  these nine persons, 
three are from Imphal West, two 
from Imphal East and one each 
from Ukhrul, Thoubal, Bishnu-
pur and Tengnoupal districts.

National awardee in Pot-
tery, Machihan Sasa of  Longpi 
Kajui village, Ukhrul district 
and mobile phone mechanic 
Nongmeikapam Suvangko of  
Samurou Mayai Leikai, who is 
a differently-abled person, were 
also included among the benefi-

ciaries.
Interacting with the benefi-

ciaries, Biren expressed pleasure 
that the government has been able 
to identify the needs of  the pub-
lic and actual concerns through 
Meeyamgi Numit(People’s Day)  
and Hill Leaders’ Day.

He also informs the loan-
ers to repay loans regularly 
and maintain good relation 
with the bank so that they may 
avail bigger loans in future, 
he said that he met all these 
persons in the day’s function 
of   Meeyamgi Numit (People’s 

Day) which were organised 
on 15th of  every month (Hill 
Leaders’ Day on 10th of  every 
month)  since May this year, it 
made to provide easy access to 
the elected representatives and 
top bureaucrats.

Stating that some of  the banks 
deny loans to deserving persons, 
the CM said that the new Gov-
ernment has started withdrawing 
money from such banks.

 He opined that banks should 
give loans to needy but deserving 
persons instead of  helping the 
well-to-do section alone.

Guwahati, Oct. 20 (PTI):  
Assam Chief  Minister Sar-
bananda Sonowal today 
asked forest department to 
stop illegal trade of  sand, 
stone chips and wood.

“Sonowal issued a stern 
directive to the Forest De-
partment to immediately 
stop the illegal trade of sand, 
stone chips and wood,” an 
official release said.

The chief  minister also 
directed the officials to 
maintain records on how 
these materials are sent to 
different parts of  the state 

to keep an account of  how 
these resources being used.

“If  there is any mis-
match of  records, strict 
action will be taken against 
the erring officials,” the re-
lease said quoting Sonowal.

The directions came at 
a meeting in Dibrugarh, 
where he asked forest de-
partment, civil and police 
administration to maintain 
transparency in view of  al-
legations of  illegal supply 
of  sand, stone chips and 
wood.

The chief  minister also 

asked the forest depart-
ment to supply the required 
amount of  sand, stone 
chips to PWD to ensure 
uninterrupted flow of  con-
struction work.

To stop illegal trade of  
forest resources, Sonowal 
asked the police admin-
istration to be alert and 
work in sync with the forest 
department.

He also directed the of-
ficials to take local people 
into confidence and create 
a shield for protection of  
forest resources of  the state

 “After 30 years of attaining state-
hood, it is the right time we get 
separate cadres so that develop-
ment percolates down to all parts 
of  the state in the real sense,” 
chief  minister Pema Khandu 
said. New Delhi: On October 18, 
the Arunachal Pradesh assembly 
adopted a resolution to urge the 
Narendra Modi government to 
form a separate cadre of Indian 
Administrative Service (IAS), 
Indian Police Service (IPS) and 
Indian Forest Service (IFS) for 
the northeastern state, like most 
other states.

Tabling the resolution, chief  
minister Pema Khandu report-
edly said:

“After 30 years of  attaining 
statehood, it is the right time 
we get separate cadres so that 
development percolates down to 
all parts of  the state in the real 
sense.”

Presently, Arunachal Pradesh 

comes under the All India Servic-
es (AIS) grouping of Arunachal, 
Goa, Mizoram and other un-
ion territories (AGMUT). Prior 
to putting forth the resolution, 
Khandu raised the issue during a 
meeting with Union home minis-
ter Rajnath Singh and minister of  
state for personnel and training 
Jitendra Singh on September 13 
in New Delhi too.

However, Khandu’s de-
mand is neither new from an 
Arunachal government nor is 
it the lone one. In fact, it is the 
last of  the three states, clubbed 
under AGMUT, to pass such 
a resolution in their respective 
assemblies.

While the assembly of  Mi-
zoram, which became a state 
in 1987, has time and again 
demanded a separate cadre for 
itself, in March this year, cutting 
across party lines, it adopted a 
resolution on the issue. Goa, 

which was also declared a state 
in 1987, sent a similar proposal 
– twice – to the Union home 
ministry in 2011.

Those proposals were dis-
missed by the then Central gov-
ernment. In 2014, during the 
Manohar Parikkar regime, the 
Goa assembly passed a resolu-
tion and re-sent the proposal to 
the Manmohan Singh govern-
ment. Though the Arunachal 
assembly has adopted such a 
resolution recently, it has also 
been sending similar requests to 
the Central government.

The common grouse of these 
states for demanding an exclusive 
cadre for them has been that the 
officers sent by the Central gov-
ernment under AGMUT “know 
that they are there for a short 
period” and therefore do not have 
“institutional memory” to be 
able to concentrate on the exact 
development and administrative 

needs of the states.
On October 18, Khandu too 

said in the state assembly:
“Because of absence of sepa-

rate cadres, the Central schemes 
could not be implemented and 
executed properly in the state as 
AGMUT officers come to the 
state for a short period and are 
not able to understand the tribal 
culture and sentiments.”

In the meeting with Singh, 
Khandu reportedly mentioned 
that due to lack of institutional 
memory and a dedicated bu-
reaucracy, the state has so far 
not been able to rise to its full 
potential.

“Therefore, in the interest of  
development of the state, it is felt 
that a dedicated bureaucracy will 
bring continuity in administra-
tion. Separation of  Arunachal 
Pradesh from AGMUT is, there-
fore, a genuine and urgent need 

of the hour.”
In December 2016, in re-

sponse to a written question in 
parliament to Congress member 
of parliament Shantaram Naik, 
minister of state for home Kiren 
Rijiju said, Parikkar, by then 
Union defence minister in the 
Modi government, mentioned 
five grounds to demand a sepa-
rate cadre in the 2014 proposal 
to the Centre:

“including the fact that the 
state government was hardly 
consulted on transfer and post-
ing of  the officers as the home 
ministry retain these powers 
solely, that the officers posted in 
Goa know that they are there on 
a short tenure and also that the 
Goa government has no control 
over their transfer, posting or 
disciplinary matters.”

Interestingly, though Rijiju 
had then said that the proposal 
was under consideration, the 

home ministry is said to have 
“finalised” a new policy of  
cadre for the IAS, IPS and other 
officers in order to ensure “na-
tional integration” among the 
bureaucrats.

As per a news reports this 
past August, those selected 
for the AIS would be asked to 
choose cadres from “a set of  
zones instead of states.”

“The existing 26 cadres (as 
per states) have been divided 
into five zones in the new policy 
proposed by the ministry of  
personnel, public grievances 
and pensions.” AGMUT will be 
included in zone 1 along with 
states like Jammu and Kashmir, 
Himachal Pradesh, Uttarakhand, 
Punjab, Rajasthan and Haryana, 
according to a report this past 
August 23.

A Hindustan Times report 
quoted a ministry of personnel 
official as saying, “This policy 

will ensure national integration 
of  the bureaucracy as officers 
will get a chance to work in a 
state which is not their place of  
domicile.”

Though the government is 
so far quiet on the zoning issue, 
Khandu told reporters that “the 
Joint Cadre Authority of  the 
union home ministry has fixed 
a preliminary discussion on the 
issue in New Delhi on Novem-
ber 3.”

Besides the existing AIS 
cadre groupings like AGMUT 
and DANICS or Delhi, Anda-
man and Nicobar Island Civil 
Service, there used to be MT or 
Manipur-Tripura cadre as per 
which IAS, IPS and IFS and 
other AIS officers were posted 
in Tripura and Manipur govern-
ments. After years of demand by 
the two states for separate cadres, 
it got separated in 2012.

Source: The Wire

Agartala, Oct. 20 (IANS): An 
officiating Commandant of  the 
Border Security Force (BSF), who 
was seriously injured in an attack 
by cattle smugglers in Tripura on 
Sunday night, succumbed to his 
injuries on Friday at a hospital in 
Kolkata, BSF sources here said.

BSF troopers led by Mondal 
were guarding the border along 
Bangladesh to prevent cattle smug-
gling late on Sunday night at 
Balerdepha under the Sonamura 
sub-division in western Tripura’s 
Sepahijala district. 

Suddenly, a speeding vehicle of  
cattle smugglers came and hit the 
45-year-old BSF officer, pushing 
him down a gorge. He sustained 

grievous injuries in the hit.
Mondal, accompanied by a 

BSF doctor, was flown to Kolkata 
on Monday and admitted to a pri-
vate hospital there. His condition 
was very critical and he was under 
treatment in the Intensive Care 
Unit of  the hospital.Tripura Police 
on Monday seized the vehicle and 
arrested the driver and are looking 
for two more assailants.

On April 16, 2005, BSF’s As-
sistant Commandant Jeevan Ku-
mar was dragged into Bangladesh 
territory by a group of  smug-
glers while supervising security at 
Lankamura, on the outskirts of  the 
capital city, and was knifed before 
being shot dead.

Shillong, Oct.20 (PTI): The BJP on 
Friday said there would not be any beef  
ban in Meghalaya and alleged that the 
Congress was “misleading” the people 
on the issue to gain political mileage 
ahead of  the assembly elections next 
year.

The Centre has not imposed any 
beef  ban in Meghalaya, state BJP presi-
dent Shibun Lyngdoh said, adding the 
May 23 notification only regulated the 
manner in which animal markets were 
supposed to function and how animals 
brought for trade were to be treated.

BJP spokesperson J A Lyngdoh said 
in a statement that the party “has al-
ready clarified that it (beef  ban) will not 
be imposed in the northeastern states. 
Livestock is a state subject. It is up to 
the states to decide”.

Itanagar, Oct. 20 (PTI):  The first ever 
Mountain Terrain Biking (MTB) race 
of the North East India, also referred 
to as ‘Hornbill’s Flight’ concluded here 
today in a ceremony attended by Chief  
Minister Pema Khandu.

Khandu congratulated all the riders 
on their successful completion of their 
race while giving away the award to the 
winners of the race.

The seven-day race sponsored by 
Dalmia Bharat Cement, Sashastra 
Seema Bal (SSB) and state Tourism 
department was flagged-off  from 
Mechuka on October 14.

It culminated today here after 

covering a distance of  730 km with 
participation of 70 riders from India, 
Germany, Portugal, Nepal and Czech 
Republic.

Ilda Pereira of  Portugal won the 
women s open race, while in the men s 
category, Mukesh Kumar of the Indian 
Army won the race with each taking 
away the prize money of Rs 1 lakh.

Deputy Chief  Minister Chowna 
Mein gave away the prize of Best In-
dian Rider to Mukesh Kumar.

Khandu in his speech announced 
to hold the event next year in a more 
grand manner.

He said Mechuka is poised to be-

come number one tourist destination 
in Arunachal as it offers ample oppor-
tunity for adventure sports.

He said road communications 
to Mechuka are being improved and 
apologised to the riders for any in-
convenience for present poor state of  
the road.Referring to tourism as the 
‘engine of growth’, the chief minister 
said the state government is giving high 
priority to it.

He informed that state Tourism 
department this year has seen huge 
jump in its financial allocation, which 
was raised to Rs 100 crore from earlier 
Rs 16 crore within two financial years.

Our Correspondent
Imphal, Oct. 20 (EMN): 
The Annual Fish Fair cum 
Fish Crop Competition was 
held in connection with the 
Ningol Chakkouba festi-
val which is scheduled to 
be celebrated across the 
state tomorrow, at Hapta 
Kangjeibung in Imphal on 
Friday.

Deputy Chief  Minister 
Yumnam Joykumar Singh, 
Fisheries department Com-
missioner Panmei, Fisheries 
Director David K Shim-
ray were the chief  guest 
and guest of honour of the 
fish fair function.Speaking 
on the occasion, Joykumar 
said, government is trying 
to develop water bodies as 
a measure to control flood 
and to develop fisheries in 
the State. 

He also said that devel-
opment of wetlands, water 
bodies and also rain water 
harvesting are the key areas 
where proper system need 
to be introduced so that 
fisheries can be made suc-
cessful in the State.Water 
bodies in the State have to 
be developed as a measure 
to control flood and also 
to use as reservoirs where 
fisheries can be practiced. 
Natural habitats as well as 
artificial habitats have also 
need to be developed to 
encourage indigenous fish 
farming in the State.

Dy CM Yumnam Joykumar 2nd from left inspecting fish fair in Imphal on friday.

Mirror Crossword 1626sud0ku 1466
Every Sudoku has a unique solution that can be 
reached logically. Enter numbers into the blank 
spaces so that each row, column and 3x3 box 
contains the numbers 1 to 9.

solutioNs to CRossWoRD 1625

 ACROSS
 1. Own (Scottish)
 4. Liquid waste or sewage
 8. Evergreen trees and shrubs
      having oily one-seeded fruits
 12. Mandela’s party
 13. Long, accompanied song
 14. Roman wicker receptacle for 

funeral processions
 15. Well read
 17. Electronic counter-

countermeasures
 18. In a way, runs away
 19. One thousand
 21. Bird genus
 23. Any of several sorghums 

cultivated as a source of 
syrup

 26. Talk back
 29. Curioes
 31. Slice
 32. Eduard __, Czechoslovakian 

President
 33. Food energy unit
 34. Tablets
 36. Medium-sized mackerel
 37. Discharge from army 

(abbrev.)
 38. Flower
 40. Conductance units
 42. Recently
 46. Take to one’s heels
 48. Malignant neoplasm of 

blood-forming tissues
 50. German courtesy title
 51. Stake
 52. Deface
 53. Behave affectedly in order to 

impress others
 54. Drives
 55. Distant 
 
 DOWN
 1. Strong and healthy
 2. A blue dye
 3. Outside
 4. Insert mark

 5. Expungings
 6. Be seated
 7. Tai
 8. Wildcat of C amd S America
 9. Candy
 10. Monetary unit 
 11. Cash dispenser
 16. Epic
 20. Egyptian goddess
 22. More lucid
 24. Miscellaneous articles 

needed for a particular 

operation, sport, etc.
 25. National capital
 26. Any of several carangid 

fishes
 27. French river
 28. Difficulties in speaking
 30. Fixed in one’s purpose
 32. Bird genus
 35. Cling
 36. Badgers company
 39. Behalfs
 41. Strip

 43. TV award
 44. Chinese dynasty
 45. A fine cord of twisted 

fibers used in sewing and 
weaving

 46. Frictional horsepower
 47. A zodiacal constellation in 

N hemisphere between 
Cancer and Virgo

 49. The compass point midway 
between northeast and 
east

solutioNs to suD0ku 1465

 Streams mostly in the 
hilly areas have to be devel-
oped where fish culture can 
be practiced easily, he added. 

On the fund allocation, 
he said, Government will 
try to re-appropriate fisher-
ies budget to meet the ex-
penditures in the successful 
implementation of  various 
projects. Panmei said, de-
spite repeated flood in the 
State this year, fish produc-
tion has considerably been 
increased. 

In fact, the relentless ef-
fort made by the farmers 
made it possible and it is an 
encouraging step. Speak-
ing on the occasion, David 
said, fish fair-cum- fish crop 
competition is being held 
to facilitate buyers and also 

to encourage fish farmers 
by giving marketing facili-
ties. He said, the State has 
an annual production of  
32,000 metric tonnes of fish 
as against the requirement 
of 42,000 metric tonnes hav-
ing a gap of 10,000 metric 
tonnes. 

On welfare of fish farm-
ers, 120 fish farmers have 
given home under National 
Welfare Fund for Fisher-
man (NWFF) and in the 
current fiscal, 180 numbers 
of fish farmers will be given 
home under the Fund. 

Life Insurance cover of  
fish farmers has been intro-
duced and as of now 12,500 
fish farmers have been en-
rolled. NEC has sanctioned 
a total of Rs. 3.2 cr. for the 

development of fisheries in 
the hills. 

A total of  85,000 kilo-
grams of  fish are expected 
to produce at the fair-cum- 
competition. 

Cash awards of  Rs. 
1 lac to the highest pro-
ducer of  fish, Rs.75,000 
and Rs.50,000 respectively 
will be given to the second 
highest and third high-
est producer of  fish crop 
production in the compe-
tition. 

An award of Rs 20,000/- 
will also be given to the high-
est producer of  indigenous 
fishes, he added. Altogether, 
60 Fish Stalls from differ-
ent districts and fish farms 
were opened and varieties 
of fishes were sold at the fair.
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Another NPF general.... 
FROM PAGE 1

Liezietsu reiterated that NPF was the only party 
that represents the identity of  the Naga people, and 
he assured the CEC that many political parties will 
come to participate in the election but without vision 
“because some people are very fond of  big designa-
tions”. 

MLA Chotisuh Sazo, in his brief  address, said 
the ECI order was much anticipated. “All this while 
we have all been emphatically saying that truth shall 
prevail and so has the order vindicated this stance,” 
he asserted and thanked the party rank and files who 
have stood firm till today.

He stated it a good sign that the commission has 
taken cognizance of  the party constitution and in its 
order, directed the rivalling parties to resort to the 
party constitution as a matter of  first recourse. 

Calling it unfortunate that the party crisis has 
swept many legislators and party functionaries to 
the rival group ‘for want of  greed, power and mon-
ey’ and forsaking the party principles and ideology, 
Sazo recalled the instances of  merger of  Congress 
and NCP MLAs with the NPF and his observation 
then, that their joining NPF may do more harm than 
good to the party, which ultimately proved to be true. 

He denounced the action of  Governor PB Ach-
arya in ‘arbitrarily’ dismissing Liezietsu’s govern-
ment in July and ‘unconstitutionally installing’ TR 
Zeliang’s government on grounds that it was DAN 
crisis and not an internal party problem. “A month 
after favouring and attempting to destroy the party, 
he has stated in an interview that it is internal party 
problem and the party must reconcile. To my way of  
thinking he is trying to pre-empt his misdeeds as he 
is fully aware and alive to the fact that his actions are 
not legally compatible and tenable,” he stated. This 
partisan governor, who has attempted to destroy our 
party and degraded and tarnished the Constitution 
of  India must be recalled by the President of  India, 
he pressed. 

India’s Forex reserves 
up $1.5 bn, reclaim 
$400 bn mark

Wokha BS&G inducts new officials

Mumbai, Oct. 20 (IANS):  India’s 
foreign exchange (Forex) reserves kitty 
increased by $1.50 billion as on October 
13, 2017, official data showed on Friday.

The Reserve Bank of  India’s (RBI) 
weekly statistical supplement released 
on Friday showed that the overall Forex 
reserves rose to $400.29 billion from 
$398.79 billion reported for the week 
ended October 6. 

India’s Forex reserves comprise of  
foreign currency assets (FCAs), gold re-
serves, special drawing rights (SDRs) and 
the RBI’s position with the International 
Monetary Fund (IMF). 

Segment-wise, FCAs -- the largest 

component of  the Forex reserves -- aug-
mented by $1.47 billion to $375.27 bil-
lion during the week under review. 

Besides the US dollar, FCAs consist 
of  nearly 20-30 per cent of  major global 
currencies. It also include investments 
in US Treasury bonds, bonds of  other 
selected governments and deposits with 
foreign central and commercial banks.

The country’s gold reserves value 
was stagnant at $21.24 billion, whereas 
SDRs increased by $9.5 million to $1.50 
billion. 

Similarly, the country’s reserve posi-
tion with the IMF edged higher by $14.3 
million to $2.27 billion.

Dimapur, Oct. 20 (EMN): 
Wokha district Bharat Scouts 
and Guides has inducted 
three officials namely Lebu 
Krose, DDEO, as the dis-
trict chief  commissioner, 
Lanusenla Longkumer, SDO 
(C) as vice president, and 
Orenponi Lotha, SDEO, as 
district secretary. The induc-
tion programme was held in 
the DC’s conference hall on 
October 20.

Speaking at the induction 

programme, Wezope Kenye, 
Deputy Commissioner and 
President BS&G, Wokha, 
encouraged the members 
to work and shoulder the 
responsibilities together 
with daring heart and active 
participation. He further 
challenged the young Scout 
and Guides to be active by 
respecting their uniform. 
While welcoming three new-
ly inducted all female officers 
into BS&G, he expressed 

IN THE COURT OF DEPUTY COMMISSIONER DIMAPUR DISTRICT 
HEADQUARTER, CHUMUKEDIMA, CAMP: DIMAPUR: NAGALAND

Dt. Dimapur the 20.10.17

Sd/-  Deputy Commissioner
Dimapur: Nagaland

No. M.-624/17/11257-58     Notice is hereby given that Shri/
Smti Late. Kamal Kumar Patni -Vrs- Raj Jain resident of 
G.S. Road Town/Village in the District of Dimapur, Nagaland 
under Rule 50 & 51 Assam Land Revenue Regulation 1886 have 
applied for Mutation of land described in the schedule below:-
The undersigned under Rule 52 of the said Rules do hereby 
invites claims/objections concerning to the said land, if any & 
should be submitted to this court in writing on or before 20.11.17.
SCHEDULED OF LAND AND BOUNDARY
Name of Patta Holder: Late. Kamal Kumar Patni 
Village/Block No: -6-, Patta No: 31
Dag No: 146, Area: 00B-00K-14Ls

NOTICE

D-
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IN THE COURT OF DEPUTY COMMISSIONER 
DIMAPUR DISTRICT: NAGALAND

Dt. Dimapur the 20th Oct’2017

NOTICE

Sd/-  
Deputy Commissioner

Dimapur: Nagaland

NO.REV-38/07-D/ PF-II /11264  / Notice is hereby 
given that the Nagaland Christian Revival Church Sumi, 
Dimapur has reported that the original Jamabandi/Patta 
bearing Patta No.86, Dag No.1043/1190 of Naharbari P.K 
was lost and accordingly FIR from the Officer- in- Charge, 
East Police Station, Dimapur bearing G.D.E No. 05/17 dated 
04/09/17 is furnished by the applicant. 

The undersigned hereby invites claims/ objections 
concerning to the said land and should be submitted to this 
court in written within 1 (one) month from the date of issue 
of this notice. 
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GOVERNMENT OF NAGALAND 
OFFICE OF THE DEPUTY COMMISSIONER

KOHIMA ::: NAGALAND
No. JUDL/SUCC/88/2017-VI                                                                                                                                                               Dated Kohima, the 16th Oct, 2017

Sd/- (T.L.KIUSUMONG TIKHIR)
Additional Deputy Commissioner

Kohima: Nagaland

Whereas Smti. LILY KENNA-O W/O LT. KEVICHIZO KENNA-O, Peon, Office 
D.G.P Nagaland, Kohima resident of Jail Colony, Kohima has applied for issue of 
Succession Certificate under the Indian Succession Act 1925, Part X to draw/withdraw/
operate/transfer his/her Late husband-Pension, GPF, GIS, Leave encashment, Gratuity & 
Service Benefits entitled. Bank A/C No.10277143857 SBI Lerie Branch, Kohima. Who 
expired on 21/09/2017.

Now therefore, public are hereby asked to file claims/objection if any within 1 (one) 
month from the date of issue of this notice.

OBJECTION NOTICE

KG
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GOVERNMENT OF NAGALAND 
OFFICE OF THE DEPUTY COMMISSIONER

KOHIMA ::: NAGALAND
No. JUDL/SUCC/80/2017-I                                                                                                                                                                     Dated Kohima, the 9th Oct, 2017

Sd/- (T.L.KIUSUMONG TIKHIR)
Additional Deputy Commissioner

Kohima: Nagaland

Whereas Smti. AKO CLAIRE MERA W/O LT. DOMINIC YAZOKIE, Addl. Director, 
Information & Public Relations N/L Kohima resident of Daklane, Kohima has applied for issue 
of Succession Certificate under the Indian Succession Act 1925, Part X to draw/withdraw/operate/
transfer his/her Late husband-Pension, Gratuity, Leave encashment, G.P.F. & G.I.S. Bank A/C 
No.10530545072 SBI Main Branch, Kohima, A/C No.810101010013825 Vijaya Bank, Kohima & 
A /C No.32540110002643 U.C.O. Bank, Kohima, Secretariat Road. Who expired on 28/08/2017.

Now therefore, public are hereby asked to file claims/objection if any within 1 (one) month 
from the date of issue of this notice.

OBJECTION NOTICE
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ENGINEERING WORKS AT 
RANGIYA DIVISION

E-Tender Notice No. : 22-ENGG
-RNY-2017-18 Dated : 17-10-
2017. Open E-tenders are invited 
for the following works: Tender 
No.: 1. Brief Description of Item: 
(i) Provision of Ballast retaining 
walls at Br. No. 697, 698, 699, 
701, 703, 704, 708, 713, 714, 
718, 721, 725, 730, 731, 733, 
736, 737, 738 and 743 (Total= 19 
Nos) in the section of NLP-MZS. 
(ii) Provision of sausage crates 
at Km. 391/6-8, 392/5-7, 393/2-
6, 395/0-396/0, 404/2-3, 404/8-
405/2, 405/2-4, 408/4-5, 419/7-8, 
420/5-6, 422/9-423/0, 427/1-2, 
435/7-9, 440/1-2, 441/1-2, 444/8-
445/0, Br. No. 716 and Br. No. 
729 in the section of NLP-MZS at 
vulnerable locations. (iii) Provision 
of wing wall in Bridge No. 639, 651 
& 675 in the jurisdiction of ADEN/
NLP. (iv) Repairs to road surfacing/
black topping of approach road 
of RUB No. 626, 628, 636, 643, 
648, 679 and 681. Tender Value 
: ` 4,23,84,108.33/-; Earnest 
Money: ` 3,61,930/-. Date & time 
of closing of above E-tender:  
13.00 hours of 21-11-2017.  Date, 
time & place of opening of 
above E-tender:  15.00 hours of 
21-11-2017 at Divisional Railway 
Manager (Works), Rangiya office. 
For details, visit N.F. Railway 
website www.ireps.gov.in.

Divisional Railway Manager 
(Works), Rangiya

NORTHEAST FRONTIER RAILWAY
Serving Customers With A Smile

DG
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INVITATION
We the Kohima Baptist Khriesarüü Krotho 
cordially invite all the well wishers to come 
and join us as we celebrate our KBKK 
‘Houzha Va-8’ on the 21st and 22nd of October 
2017 at Midland Baptist Church, Kohima.

-KBKK Executives K-
13

96

AFFIDAVITRegd. No.1254/17                                                                                      Date: 19/10/2017 
I, Shri. SANJAY KUMAR CHAUHAN S/o CHATHULAL PRASAD alias CHATHULAL CHAUHAN aged 
about 28years,presently resident of H/No-232 ‘A’ Mao colony UNB-B Burma Camp Dimapur Dist. Dimapur, 
Nagaland, do hereby solemnly affirm on Oath and declare as under: 

1. That I am a bona fide citizen of India. 
2. That in my Republic of Indian passport No H1035291 my father's name has been inadvertently entered as 

Shri. CHATHULAL CHAUHAN. 
3.  That the names Shri. CHATHULAL CHAUHAN and Shri. CHATHULAL PRASAD are all my 

father's names and all the names are the same and one person. 
4. That my father's correct name is Shri. CHATHULAL PRASAD in all other official documents. 
5. That from today onwards my father's name shall be called and recorded as Shri. CHATHULAL PRASAD 

in all official documents and intents 
6. That this affidavit is for the purpose of rectifying my father's name in the Republic of Indian passport 

No.H1035291.
VERIFICATION:- I do hereby verify that the statement made from Para 1 to 6 of this affidavit are true and correct 
to the best of my knowledge and nothing is stated false herein. 

DEPONENT 
Solemnly affirmed before me by the deponent on this 19th day of Oct. 2017 at Dimapur. 
PFUKRULHI KHUPFUH
NOTARY PUBLIC D-4741

Nagaland Board of School Education
Kohima

Dated Kohima, the 4th October, 2017
NOTIFICATION NO.50/2017

NO.NBE-14/Ex-Misc(12)/2017-18 :: It is hereby notified for information of all con-
cerned that the following category of repeaters in HSLC & HSSLC Examinations 
2017 who are intending to appear at the ensuing HSLC & HSSLC Examinations 
2018 are informed to contact their institutions/centre within 20th October 2017 to 
6th November 2017 for filling up the Application Forms according to their category. 
Category  Institution/Centre to contact 
a) HSSLC 
 1. Regular Repeaters  - School/College last attended 
 2. Centre Repeaters - Centre last appeared 
 3. Improvement of performance - School/College last attended 
b) HSLC 
 1. Needs Improvement candidates - School last attended 
 2. Improvement of performance - School last attended 
 3. Needs Improvement candidates of - HSLC Compartmental Examination 
     Compartmental Examination  Centre last appeared 
 4. Repeaters/Private candidates - HSLC Examination centre 
   last appeared 

Sd/- Asano Sekhose 
Chairman KG
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NOTIFICATION
NPF-4/MEETING/2015-2020/8(B)                                                              20/10/17

Dated: Kohima, 20th October 2017

Whereas, in exercise of the powers conferred vide Article V of the NPF 
Constitution; I, Dr. Shürhozelie Liezietsu, President NPF convened the 
meeting of the Central Office Bearers (COB) on 4th Oct. 2017 at the NPF 
Central Office Kohima, wherein, the COB endorsed the President to convene 
the meeting of the Central Executive Council (CEC).

Whereas, in pursuance to the decision of the COB dated 4.10.2017 and in 
conformity with Article IV Para (3) Clause (c), Sub-Clause (i)&(ii) of the 
NPF Constitution, the said CEC Meeting was convened on 20th Oct. 2017 at 
the NPF Central Office Kohima, Nagaland from 10:30 AM onwards.

Whereas, in consonance with Article IV Para (6) Clause (a), the CEC 
in its meeting held on 20th October 2017 at the Central NPF Office Kohima, 
Nagaland decided to summon the General Convention on 22nd November 
2017 at Kohima.

Whereas, the CEC further endorsed the President to issue Notification for 
summoning the General Convention in view of the directive by the Election 
Commission of India (ECI) vide its Order No. 56/dispute/03/2017/PPS-II, 
dated 17.10.2017, dispute case No. 3 of 2017 a dispute in Naga People’s 
Front a recognized State Party in the Nagaland and Manipur to resolve 
the present crisis within the party by invoking Article XV of the NPF 
Constitution.

Now, therefore, in pursuance to the decision of the CEC dated 20.10.2017, 
I, Dr. Shürhozelie Liezietsu, President NPF hereby summon the General 
Convention of the NPF on 22nd  November 2017 at Kohima from 11 AM 
onwards.

The issue to be tabled in the General Convention shall be;

1. To discuss and deliberate the present crisis within the NPF Party owing 
to an attempt made by some dissidents to hijack the party.

2. To put to vote by way of raising hand as to whether the General 
Convention held on 26.11.2014 and 30.04.2015 at Kohima vis-à-vis 
election of Dr. Shürhozelie Liezietsu as the President NPF along with  
his team of Office Bearers for the tenure 2015-2020 should stand valid 
or should be treated as null and void, wherein, only Active Members 
whose names are enrolled in the Central (Party) Office before the 
present dispute arose shall be eligible to vote.

Furthermore, it is made clear that this particular General Convention is 
summoned in compliance to the directive of the ECI dated 17th Oct. 2017 
and in consonance with the Article XV of the NPF Constitution. It is also 
once again made clear that only and only Active Members whose names are 
enrolled in the Central (Party) Office record before the present dispute arose 
shall be eligible to vote in the General Convention scheduled to be held on 
22nd November 2017 at Kohima, Nagaland.

Sd/-
(DR. SHURHOZELIE LIEZIETSU)

President.
Naga People’s Front KG
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NOTICE
Notice is hereby given to all the applicants who have applied already 
for 1(one) post of LDA cum Computer Assistant against the resultant 
vacancy caused due to retirement of MrsMeyila,Head Assistant under 
DPRO Mokokchung, and 1(one) post of Store keeper against the resultant 
vacancy caused due to retirement of MrsMhonimi, Store Keeper,under 
DPRO Wokha, that a screening test (written/Oral) will be conducted on 25th 
October 2017at 11.00 AM in the Officers’ Conference Hall, DIPR.

Candidates are requested to bring original academic documents and any 
other credentials documents for verification.

This notice should be treated as calling letter as no separate letter will be 
issued in this regard.

Sd/-(LIMAWATI AO)
Director

Information & Public Relations
Nagaland: Kohima

GOVERNMENT OF NAGALAND
DIRECTORATE OF INFORMATION & PUBLIC RELATIONS

IPR CITADEL NEW CAPITAL COMPLEX
KOHIMA : NAGALAND

confidence that their entry 
will be an advantage to the 
district BS&G movement.

Loreni Tsopoe, District 
Commissioner (G) BS&G, 
Wokha, chaired the pro-
gramme, while the welcome 

address was delivered by the 
media secretary Thunglamo 
Ngullie and the acknowl-
edgement was presented by 
Orenpomo Ngullie, DOC 
(S) BS&G. The vote of  
thanks was proposed by T 

Mhonbemo Kikon DTC (S).
Altogether 120 Scout and 

Guides including BS&G dis-
trict officials, Scout masters, 
Guide captains of  various 
schools and institutions at-
tended the programme.
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K.S. Jayaraman | IANS

EastErn Mirror  |  Dimapur, Saturday, October 21, 2017

Comment on the Framework Agreement of 3rd August, 2015

Have Mushroom-Rich Breakfast 
To Maintain Healthy Weight

Coffee Can Reduce Diabetes Risk

It is learnt that the Government 
of India and NSCN (IM) had 
signed an agreement known as 
“Framework Agreement” on 

3rd August, 2015. Till now the con-
tent of the agreement is yet to be dis-
closed to the public and is supposed 
to be a closely guarded secret between 
the two parties. Nonetheless, newspa-
pers and other social media have been 
carrying titbits of the agreement and 
now one can easily guess what this 
Framework Agreement is going to be.

Any responsible individual or 
organization seeing what is about to 
come should share their views and 
exhort the public. However, except 
for a few people, the majority of the 
Nagas are afraid to speak out. If  we 
do not speak out when there is time, 

upon finalization of the matter, it 
may be too late to voice out upon 
the eminent subsequent confusion 
and social upheaval. We may have 
no one to blame but ourselves.

Therefore, the Naga National 
Council is to share its views on the 
Framework Agreement to the public. 
What is clear about the Framework 
Agreement is the absence of the two 
most important factor of our Nation-
al Movement, ie, Sovereignty and 
Integration. If  not for these two fac-
tors, why should the Nagas suffer this 
long? This is not NNC’s principle nor 
this is what the Nagas are struggling 
for. This is not a ‘historic agreement’ 
as claimed by them rather this Frame-
work Agreement is a condemnable 
agreement, a treacherous agreement. 

This agreement is a total violation of  
the Lakhuti Resolution of NNC and 
therefore, NNC shall never accept 
this Framework Agreement.

We all accept the fact that the 
NSCN (IM) has done many good 
and positive things for the Naga Na-
tion. But in the end, if  they are to 
forego all their rights and have no re-
gret over it or to go against their own 
words and have no compunction for 
it, what more can we say. However, 
the NSCN (IM) should remember 
that there were thousands of people 
who laid down their lives for the Na-
tion before them. If they are to sell 
the Birth right and the sweat and 
blood of these people, surely, curse 
will befall on them and they them-
selves will be responsible for it.

The national work is not the 
sole responsibility of an individual 
or a group. When any group can-
not achieve what the nation aspires 
for, then they should leave the matter 
to the future generation to continue 
the struggle till the goal is achieved. 
Therefore, the leaders of NSCN (IM) 
should consider this matter afresh. 

The Government of India may 
take note that in the past as well, sev-
eral attempts were made but all these 
attempts were counterproductive and 
ended in fiasco. The present Frame-
work Agreement will also end up in 
the same fate as that of the 16th Point 
Agreement which gave birth to the 
State of Nagaland in 1963, the Shil-
long Accord of 1975. Even if  you ini-
tiate something at this juncture, it will 

surely end in failure. The Nagas have 
come across many trials and tribula-
tions and had withstood all these. 
You may have done something today, 
but you do not know what will come 
after that. Please remember that the 
Naga issue can be solved with the 
principle of TRUTH only and not 
through manipulation as you have 
been trying to do till date.

The Nagas should also under-
stand that the Naga issue can be 
solved only through the intervention 
of the God Almighty. Therefore, do 
not falter or be disheartened but re-
main steadfast in your faith in God 
and continue to intercede to God.

Thank you. Kuknalim.
Gen (Retd) Thinoselie M. Keyho.
President, Naga National Council

Aroonim Bhuyan | IANS

US Puts China, Pakistan on Notice 

Prior to his maiden visit to India in his 
official capacity, US Secretary of  State 
Rex Tillerson has made clear Wash-
ingtons position on key geopolitical 

and strategic matters pertaining to the Indo-
Pacific and South Asian regions, saying the 
"Trump administration is determined to dra-
matically deepen ways for the United States 
and India" to further their strategic partner-
ship that is heading for "strategic convergence" 
and put China and Pakistan on notice that it 
intended to "do what is needed" to support 
India.

"In this period of  uncertainty and some-
what angst, India needs a reliable partner on 
the world stage. I want to make clear: with our 
shared values and vision for global stability, 
peace, and prosperity, the United States is that 
partner," Tillerson said categorically while 
making a major policy statement at the Centre 
for Strategic and International Studies (CSIS) 
in Washington DC on Wednesday.

While asserting that China's "provocative 
actions" went against the international law and 
norms that the US and India stood for, Tiller-
son made it clear that Washington expected 

Pakistan to take "decisive action" against ter-
rorist groups operating within its territory.

"China, while rising alongside India, has 
done so less responsibly, at times undermin-
ing the international, rules-based order even 
as countries like India operate within a frame-
work that protects other nations' sovereignty," 
the Secretary of  State, who will be visiting 
New Delhi next week, said while delivering an 
address on ‘Defining Our Relationship with 
India for the Next Century'.

The statement assumes significance in the 
wake of  the 73-day standoff  between Indian 
and Chinese troops in the Doklam region of  
Bhutan. New Delhi and Beijing eventually 
withdrew their troops from the region on 
August 28 just days ahead of  Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi's visit to China for the annual 
BRICS (Brazil, Russia, India, China, South 
Africa) Summit.

In his remarks, Tillerson also referred to 
China's aggressive stance in the South China 
Sea region and said the US and India would 
work together for the security architecture in 
the Indo-Pacific region.

"China's provocative actions in the South 
China Sea directly challenge the international 
law and norms that the United States and In-

dia both stand for," he said.
"The United States seeks constructive rela-

tions with China, but we will not shrink from 
China's challenges to the rules-based order 
and where China subverts the sovereignty of  
neighbouring countries and disadvantages the 
US and our friends."

Tillerson said that India and the US 
"should be in the business of  equipping other 
countries to defend their sovereignty, build 
greater connectivity, and have a louder voice 
in a regional architecture that promotes their 
interests and develops their economies".

"This is a natural complement to India's 
Act East policy," he stated.

In this context, he also said that the US, 
India and Japan were "already capturing the 
benefits of  our important trilateral engage-
ment" and said "India and the United States 
must foster greater prosperity and security 
with the aim of a free and open Indo-Pacific. 
The Indo-Pacific - including the entire Indian 
Ocean, the Western Pacific, and the nations 
that surround them - will be the most conse-
quential part of  the globe in the 21st century."

These words will come as music to New 
Delhi's ears ahead of  Modi's visit to the Phil-
ippines next month for the Association of  

India Among Worst Hit as Pollution Gets Deadlier Than Wars, AIDS
An estimated nine million 

people died worldwide 
in 2015 due to diseases 
caused by pollution -- the 

biggest cause globally of  all pre-
mature deaths -- more than AIDS, 
malaria and tuberculosis combined 
and even more disastrous than all 
violence, with India and China con-
tributing to 5.4 million of  the pollu-
tion-related mortalities, a study has 
found.

"Pollution is the largest environ-
mental cause of  disease and pre-
mature death in the world today. 
Diseases caused by pollution were 
responsible for an estimated 9 mil-
lion premature deaths in 2015," the 
study released on Thursday in The 
Lancet medical journal noted. 

The study, the first to put togeth-
er data on disease and death caused 
by all forms of  pollution combined, 
said 16 per cent of  all deaths world-
wide were attributable to the envi-
ronmental pollution.

This figure is three times more 

than the deaths from AIDS, tubercu-
losis and malaria combined and 15 
times more than from all wars and 
other forms of  violence. It is also 
one-and-a-half  times higher than the 
number of  people killed by smoking 
and over six times the number of  
people dying in road accidents.

In the most severely affected 
countries, pollution-related disease 
are responsible for more than one 
death in four, it said.

"In 2015, the greatest numbers 
of  deaths due to pollution occurred 
in Southeast Asia (3•2 million) and 
the western Pacific (2•2 million). 
Southeast Asia includes India and 
the western Pacific region includes 
China," said the study.

Epidemiologist Philip Landri-
gan, dean of  global health at the 
Icahn School of  Medicine at Mount 
Sinai, and the lead author on the 
report said pollution has never re-
ceived the desired attention of  world 
leaders, civil society and health pro-
fessionals.

"There's been a lot of  study of  
pollution, but it has never received 
the resources or level of  attention as, 
say, Aids or climate change," Land-
rigan said.

"Despite its substantial effects 
on human health, the economy, and 
the environment, pollution has been 
neglected, especially in low-income 
and middle-income countries, and 
the health effects of  pollution are 
under-estimated in calculations of  
the global burden of  disease."

The report said that pollution 
in low-income and middle-income 
countries caused by industrial emis-
sions, vehicular exhaust, and toxic 
chemicals has particularly been 
overlooked in both the international 
development and the global health 
agendas.

"Although more than 70 per 
cent of  the diseases caused by pollu-
tion are non-communicable diseas-
es, interventions against pollution 
are barely mentioned in the Global 
Action Plan for the Prevention and 

Control of  Non-Communicable 
Diseases."

Stating that several cities in In-
dia and China had recorded alarm-
ing annual concentrations of  PM2•5 
pollution, the study said over 50 per 
cent of  global deaths due to ambi-
ent air pollution in 2015 occurred in 
India and China. 

"Ambient air pollution in rap-
idly expanding mega-cities such as 
New Delhi and Beijing attracts the 
greatest public attention. However, 
WHO documents that the problem 
of ambient air pollution is wide-
spread in low-income and middle-
income countries and finds that 98 
per cent of  urban areas in develop-
ing countries with populations of  
more than 100,000 people fail to 
meet the WHO global air quality 
guideline for PM2•5 pollution of  10 
µg/m3 of ambient air annually."

Other countries like Bangla-
desh, Pakistan, North Korea, South 
Sudan and Haiti have seen nearly 
one in every fifth premature deaths 

caused by pollution.
Pollution, the report said, was 

also "costly", costing some $4.6 tril-
lion in annual losses - or about 6.2 
per cent of  the global economy.

"Pollution-related diseases cause 
productivity losses that reduce gross 
domestic product (GDP) in low-
income to middle-income countries 
by up to 2 per cent each year. Pol-
lution-related disease also results in 
health-care costs that are responsi-
ble for 1•7 per cent of  annual health 
spending in high-income countries 
and for up to 7 per cent of  health 
spending in middle-income coun-
tries that are heavily polluted and 
rapidly developing.

"Welfare losses due to pollution 
are estimated to amount to $4•6 tril-
lion per year: 6•2 per cent of  global 
economic output. The costs attrib-
uted to pollution-related disease 
will probably increase as additional 
associations between pollution and 
disease are identified," it said.

Source: IANS

Eating a mushroom-rich break-
fast may result in less hunger 
and a greater feeling of full-

ness, thereby helping you avoid 
consuming extra calories later, new 
research suggests. The findings, 
published in the journal Appetite, 
suggest that meat can be replaced by 
mushroom in some meals. 

"As with previous published 
research, this study indicates there 
may be both a nutritional and sa-
tiating benefit to either substitut-
ing mushrooms for meat in some 
meals or replacing some of the 
meat with mushrooms," said study 
author Joanne Slavin, Professor at 
the University of Minnesota in 
the US. Because protein appears 
to be the most satiating macronu-
trient according to the scientific 
literature, researchers wanted to 
match the amount of protein in 
the mushroom and meat interven-

tions to essentially control for the 
influence of protein on satiety. 

After matching the mushroom 
and meat by protein content, both 
ended up containing comparable 
amounts of calories as well.

The objective of the study was 
to assess the differences with satiety 
and a 10-day food intake between 
Agaricus bisporus mushrooms 
(commonly known as white but-
ton mushrooms) (226g) and meat 
(28g). The participants consumed 
two servings of mushrooms or 
meat for 10 days. Results showed a 
significant difference on satiety rat-
ings between the mushroom and 
meat consumption. Participants 
reported significantly less hunger, 
greater fullness and decreased 
prospective consumption after 
consuming a mushroom breakfast 
compared to a meat breakfast.

Source: IANS

The medicine that can delay your 
diabetes is right on your coffee 
table.

'Cafestol', a bioactive substance 
found in coffee, could help delay the 
onset of Type-2 diabetes, improve 
cell function and insulin sensitivity in 
laboratory mice, according to a study 
carried out by a team of scientists in 
Denmark.

This is yet another research finding 
that has driven coffee from its universal 
role as a breakfast beverage into the list 
of items that can be recommended for 
a healthy diet and lifestyle.

For instance, recently researchers at 
the University of Southern California 
in the US -- in a study of more than 
180,000 participants -- found that drink-
ing coffee could lead to a longer life.

Researchers have also earlier iden-
tified substances in coffee that could 
help reduce the risk of developing dia-

betes but 'cafestol' is one substance that 
has so far been untested.

In their study, the researchers 
wanted to see if  'cafestol' would help 
prevent or delay the onset of Type-2 di-
abetes in mice. The findings have been 
reported in the American Chemical 
Society Journal of Natural Products.

According to the authors, "the finding 
could spur the development of new drugs 
to treat or even prevent the disease".

For their study, the scientists chose 
a model of mice -- called KKAy mice 
-- that are prone to develop diabetes. 
Forty-seven male mice were randomly 
divided into two groups -- treatment 
and control groups.

While all the mice consumed nor-
mal diet, the mice in the treatment 
group were fed daily with 'cafestol' for 
10 weeks. The animals in the control 
group were not given 'cafestol'.

At the end, blood samples for fast-
ing glucose, glucagon and insulin as 
well as liver, muscle and fat tissues for 
gene expression analysis were collected. 

The researchers isolated islets of  
Langerhans -- which produce insulin 
-- and measured their insulin secretory 
capacity.

"After 10 weeks of intervention, 
fasting plasma glucose was 28-30% 
lower in 'cafestol' group compared 
with the control group," the research-
ers report.

"Fasting glucagon was 20% lower 
and insulin sensitivity improved by 
42% in the high-cafestol group. Caf-
estol increased insulin secretion from 
isolated islets by 75-87% compared to 
the control group."

The researchers conclude their re-
sults show that cafestol possesses anti-
diabetic properties in mice. 

"Consequently, cafestol may con-
tribute to the reduced risk of develop-
ing Type-2 diabetes in coffee consum-
ers and is a good candidate for drug 
development to treat or prevent the 
disease in humans." 

(K.S. Jayaraman can be contacted at 
killugudi@hotmail.com)

What Shall 
We Be Angry 
About Today? 

W
hen you see the shock-
ing, outrageous things 
people do just to get 
attention on the inter-

net, its impossible not to shake your 
head and think: Why didnt I think 
of  that?

So this columnist bought a 
KitKat, a snack consisting of  four 
thin sticks of  chocolate. Instead of  
snapping the individual sticks apart, 
I left it as a single unit and took a big 
bite out of  the top.

As soon as pix were posted, out-
raged reactions poured in. "That's 
not how you eat a KitKat!!!" said the 
first. "Man, that is just so wrong," 
said the next. "U R one sick dude" 
said the third. "What is wrong with 
u," said another.

This experiment, which I did 
some time ago, confirmed that a) 
people love being outraged, and b) 
the most trivial things create a much 
bigger reaction than serious but un-
interesting things such as the immi-
nent end of  the world, the coming 
nuclear disaster, global Armaged-
don, etc.

Case in point: In August, police 
officers reported that a man wear-
ing jean shorts robbed several shops 
in St Louis County in the US state 
of  Missouri. The public reaction? 
I found precisely zero comments 
about the wrongness of  robbing 
stores but vast numbers of  angry 
posts about the wrongness of  a male 
wearing jean shorts. 

Police investigators joined in. 
"His disregard for the law is as of-
fensive as his disregard for fashion 
trends," said officer Ben Granda. 
His team circulated a photo of  the 
man and asked the public (I am not 
making this up) to report him to law 
enforcement officers and "the fash-
ion police".

Last month, the internet glowed 
red hot with a report entitled "That's 
not how you eat chicken nuggets". 
Clicking on the headline led you to 
a secretly filmed video of  someone 
eating the McDonald's, er, "food-
stuff" with a knife and fork instead 
of  fingers. "It's so weird," said one 
comment. "People who do things 
like that might be serial killers."

Reddit and Twitter, meanwhile, 
were outraged over people who buy 
hot pizzas and then carry them verti-
cally. "Who carries pizza like that?" 
said one Tweeter. "I think I am wit-
nessing a drug deal."

Modern, liberal Internet society 
HATES non-conformity and loves 
exposing misfits. Why?

"Historically, humans have al-
ways gathered to discuss behavioral 
morality in religious and cultural 
gatherings," a psychologist who did 
not want her name printed told this 
columnist via email. "Now many are 
missing such forums."

Professor Ryan Martin, who 
studies anger, told the New York 
Times that people are angry on the 
internet because they are hungry for 
group validation. When others share 
their shock, "they feel they're vindi-
cated and a little less lonely and iso-
lated in their belief". 

The bad thing is that evil, unscru-
pulous media people can exploit this 
to get clicks on their own posts. 

Mwa ha ha ha ha. Speaking of  
which, more responses had arrived 
under my image of  eating a KitKat 
the wrong way. "That's chocolate 
abuse!!!" said one. "You need help," 
said another.

I need to stop here. I feel the need 
to go buy jean shorts. Pix coming.

(Nury Vittachi is an Asia-based 
frequent traveller. Send comments and 

suggestions via his Facebook page)

Nury Vittachi | IANS

The contents of articles in this page do not necessarily reflect the Editorial view or policy of the paper.  

DAILY
PATH

God is a safe place in life’s storms.

My daughter and I were arranging to attend an extended family gathering. Because she was 
nervous about the trip, I offered to drive. “Okay. But I feel safer in my car. Can you drive 
it?” she asked. I assumed she preferred her more spacious vehicle to my compact one 

so I responded, “Is my car too cramped?” “No, it’s just that my car is my safe place. Somehow I 
feel protected there.”

Her comment challenged me to consider my own personal “safe place.” Immediately I thought 
of Proverbs 18:10, “The name of the Lord is a fortified tower; the righteous run to it and are safe.” 
In Old Testament times, the walls and watchtower of a city provided warning of danger from with-
out and shielding for its citizens within. The writer’s point is that God’s name, which stands for His 
character, person, and everything that He is, provides true protection for His people.

Certain physical places promise longed-for safety in moments that seem dangerous. A sturdy 
roof overhead in the midst of a storm. A hospital offering medical care. The embrace of a loved 
one.

What is your “safe place”? Wherever we seek safety, it is God’s presence with us in that place 
that provides the strength and protection we really need.

Dear God, thank You that no matter what worries and concerns we have today, when we 
think about You, we find safety in Your presence.

Your Safe Place
BIBLE READ:  PROVERBS 18:10–11  
THOUGHT FOR TODAY:

The name of the Lord is a fortified tower; the 
righteous run to it and are safe.  

~ Proverbs 18:10

READERS’ MIRROR VIEWS & REVIEWS

Southeast Asian Nations (Asean) and East 
Asia Summits.

Tillerson's remarks also came amid Chi-
nese President Xi Jinping's assertion at this 
week's National Congress of  the Communist 
Party of  China that Beijing would never give 
up its "legitimate rights and interests".

Despite US President Donald Trump's 
new South Asia Strategy that sees Pakistan 
as an important partner, Tillerson made no 
bones about the fact that Washington expect-
ed Islamabad to take strong action against 
terror.

"We expect Pakistan to take decisive ac-
tion against terrorist groups based within 
their own borders that threaten their own peo-
ple and the broader region," he said.

"In doing so, Pakistan furthers stability 
and peace for itself  and its neighbours, and 
improves its own international standing."

Tillerson also referred to the US' desig-
nation of  the Hizbul Mujahideen as a for-
eign terrorist organisation and said this was 
"because the United States and India stand 
shoulder-to-shoulder against terrorism".

"States that use terror as an instrument of  
policy will only see their international reputa-
tion and standing diminish," he said, leaving 
to no one's imagination which country he was 
referring to.

(Aroonim Bhuyan can be contacted at 
aroonim.b@ians.in)
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Today’s ASTRO-PREDICTION

ARIES (MAR 21 - APR 19): Your hard work 
is finally paying off. You can expect to receive 
acknowledgement and advancement, along 
with a possible salary increase or substantial 

bonus. You should receive the good news soon. Celebrate 
tonight with family and friends. They could also have 
some good news of  their own to report, which makes for 
happiness all around.

TAURUS (APR 20 - MAY 20): This is a 
day for good news, particularly regarding the 
home. It’s likely that some positive changes are 
occurring or are about to occur. You may be 

considering a move or a major renovation. Whatever it is, 
all signs indicate that the changes are for the better. One 
way or another, by this time next year you’ll be living in a 
bigger, better house.

GEMINI (MAY 21 - JUN 21): Good news 
from distant lands could have you feeling good 
about your life and eagerly anticipating the fu-
ture. Your thinking is sharp and clear. This is a 

good day to make plans, particularly if  they involve travel 
or education. If  you have the feeling that the coming 
weeks bring some dramatic changes for the better, your 
instincts are likely correct. You have reason to celebrate.

CANCER (JUN 22 - JUL 22): When you 
give your imagination free rein, you have 
a creative way of  expressing yourself. To-
day you might feel like doing some public 

speaking or creative writing. You may devise a unique 
way to make a presentation or put together a propos-
al. Communicating in a more intimate way will warm 
your heart and the hearts of  your audience. Don’t 
hold back.

LEO (JUL 23 - AUG 22): Your mental acu-
ity is high today. A recent innovation of  yours 
could bring you some much-deserved recog-
nition. Your mind is especially sharp at this 

point, and ideas come thick and fast. You have tremen-
dous talent. If  you focus it, you’ll make some positive in-
roads toward building your success.

VIRGO (AUG 23 - SEP 22): Today you’ll 
feel inspired to express yourself  in fun, cre-
ative ways. Don’t be afraid to let loose with 
your wild sense of  humor. You could play 

a prank on a friend that makes him or her laugh and 
creates good feelings. Or you could share some jokes 
with others that make them smile and feel better. You 
enjoy playing the clown, and you’re good at it!

LIBRA (SEP 23 - OCT 22): Expect a visitor 
to put you in touch with people who could 
make a real difference in your life. Changes 
are manifesting more quickly than you real-

ize. Certainly all that’s occurring is exciting, but the 
speed may have you feeling a little apprehensive. Fear 
often accompanies success. You can’t move ahead 
without taking some risk. You’re up to this challenge!

SCORPIO (OCT 23 - NOV 21): Today’s 
celestial configuration may leave you feel-
ing more spiritually inclined than usual. As 
your thoughts turn to more positive hori-

zons, you’ll be optimistic about your future and the 
future of  humanity. Don’t hesitate to express these 
opinions to others. They’ll be cheered by your point 
of  view.

SAGITTARIUS (NOV 22 - DEC 21): This 
is bound to be an interesting day as you meet 
some new people who have fascinating ideas 
about esoteric subjects. Listen closely and 

later jot notes on the conversation. Don’t be surprised 
if  you get some good news about advancing in your 
professional field. It looks as though a raise or promo-
tion is coming.

CAPRICORN (DEC 22 - JAN 19): It’s time 
to admit that your hectic lifestyle is catch-
ing up with you. Today you must start to get 
organized. Waiting until the last minute to 

take care of  important tasks only causes anxiety. Make 
a list of  everything you need to get done and prioritize 
it. Consider yourself  lucky if  you can confine the list to 
one page!

AQUARIUS (JAN 20 - FEB 18): Your inbox 
is probably crammed with party invitations. 
There’s no such thing as a simple RSVP for 
you. Every call to accept or decline results in 

a lengthy conversation as you catch up with relatives and 
old friends. It’s possible that you’ll receive a communica-
tion today that turns your life in a new direction. Doors 
that you’ve never considered may be opened wide for you.

PISCES (FEB 19 - MAR 20): The planetary 
energies today are emphasizing family. This 
may be a good time to do some research, delv-
ing more deeply into your roots. Have you 

picked your grandmother’s brain about her mother and 
grandmother? You’ll be surprised at what you learn. 
You’ll feel more connected with your family, and you may 
learn some facts that make you proud of  your heritage.

Swagata Yadavar | thewire.in

Siddhartha Upadhyay | IANS

Bertil Lintner | IANS

A laad (string of  crackers), burnt 
for 48 seconds, produced high 
PM 2.5 levels of  38,540 µg/m³, 
equivalent to particulate mat-

ter emitted by 277 cigarettes. Would you 
be comfortable sending your child into 
a room filled with smoke from 464 ciga-
rettes? That is equivalent to the amount of  
particulate matter less than 2.5 microns 
(PM 2.5) emitted by the popular firecrack-
er called a snake tablet.

Six popular firecrackers – the snake 
tablet, the laad (string of  1,000 crackers), 
fuljhadi (sparkler), the pul-pul (string spar-
kler), anar (flower-pot), chakri (spinning 
firecracker) – emit particulate matter 200 
to 2,000 times the safe limits as desig-
nated by the World Health Organization 

(WHO), according to a 2016 study by the 
Chest Research Foundation, Pune, and 
students from the Interdisciplinary School 
of  Health Sciences of  the University of  
Pune.

The study used a light-scattering pho-
tometer, which counts the number of  par-
ticles and converts them into mass, then 
expressed as µg/m³. The photometer re-
corded minute-by-minute levels of  PM 2.5 
over the duration of  the study. The fire-
crackers tested were kept at distances nor-
mally kept by those who light them: For in-
stance, the fuljhadi was kept at a distance 
of  1 ft, while the laad and anar were kept 
at a distance of  6 ft.

The study found the snake tablet pro-
duced the highest amount of  PM 2.5, fol-
lowed by the laad, pul-pul, fuljhadi, chakri 
and anar.

IndiaSpend analysed the study results 

and compared them to the PM 2.5 emitted 
by a single cigarette in a closed room of  50 
m³, as a 2014 study published in medical 
journal Tumori did, to get the equivalent of  
cigarettes inhaled. Although the snake tab-
let burnt for only nine seconds, it produced 
the highest peak of  PM 2.5 (64,500 mcg/
m3) – the equivalent of  smoke from 464 
cigarettes – while the laad, which burnt for 
48 seconds, produced high PM 2.5 levels 
of  38,540 µg/m³, equivalent to particulate 
matter emitted by 277 cigarettes.

The snake, laad and pul-pul were the 
top three PM 2.5 producers, while the anar 
produced the lowest amount of  PM 2.5. 
The anar perhaps produced the lowest lev-
els because the smoke was measured at a 
height of  three ft and a distance of  six ft or 
it had better combustion, the researchers 
inferred.

In general, particulate matter is con-

sidered dangerous to humans since it can 
reach the deepest portions of  the lung. It is 
declared as a class 1 carcinogen by the In-
ternational Agency for Research on Can-
cer and is also linked to heart disease and 
respiratory ailments.

PM 2.5, 30 times finer than a human 
hair, is even more dangerous due to its tiny 
size and ability to accumulate in human 
organs and blood.

India has set a 24-hour mean stand-
ard of  60 µg/m³ for PM 2.5, while the 
WHO has a lower standard of  25 µg/m³. 
Children with weak immune and respira-
tory responses are particularly vulnerable. 
“Children, in particular, burn the fuljhha-
di, the pul-pul and the snake tablet barely a 
foot or two away from them, and in doing 
so, (they) inhale a large number of  smoke 
particles that reach deep into their lung,” 
Sneha Limaye, senior scientist at the Chest 

Research Foundation, told IndiaSpend.
The levels of  PM 2.5 were measured 

only when an individual firecracker was 
burnt, but in real terms, many people 
burn many firecrackers together, which 
means the cumulative levels of  PM 2.5 
could reach “extremely high levels”, the 
researchers wrote.

Firecrackers not only release particu-
late matter but also other harmful gases, 
such as nitrogen dioxide and sulphur diox-
ide. A 2014 study found that air pollutants 
were two to six times higher during Diwali 
than on normal days.

“The extremely high levels of  air pol-
lutants generated during the burning of  
firecrackers causes worsening of  asthma, 
allergic diseases of  the eyes and nose, res-
piratory tract infections, pneumonias and 
heart attacks,” wrote Sundeep Salvi, direc-
tor of  the Chest Research Foundation.

It’s an administrative triumph that India 
is hosting the FIFA Under-17 World 
Cup. It will be an inspiration for the 
youth and children to adopt and excel 

in the most popular sport of  the world. This 
event is the first step in the right direction to 
realise India’s immense potential in the sport 
-- but there’s a long way to go.

All the boys who are participating in the 
tournament are born in this century and are 
ambitious, motivated and have an attitude to 
excel. Indian boys are not an exception. The 
Indian team has done reasonably well, but 
not well enough as a host country is expect-
ed to do. I have come across some articles 
that describe the Indian team as a “sleeping 
giant”. There is nothing to be derived from 
praising mediocrity.

To appreciate a problem is the most fun-
damental step towards solving it. There are 
some pertinent questions: Why has India 
failed to realise its enormous potential de-
spite having such a huge reservoir of  talent? 
Why do we have to be satisfied with descrip-

tions that seem more of  a consolation, like a 
“sleeping giant”? It’s time the sleeping giant 
wakes up and performs on the football pitch 
and competes amongst the best. After all, 
producing champions is not rocket science 
-- what is required is a planned, concerted 
effort.

There are two distinct areas where we 
need to work. Firstly, at the grassroots to 
find and hone the talent. Secondly, providing 
training and coaching to convert this talent 
into a cadre of  world-class players. It’s not 
a daunting task or an impractical idea -- the 
vision of  Prime Minister Narendra Modi is 
to make India a sporting superpower.

Many countries have done it in their own 
ways. Let me talk about the German model. 
I was in Europe earlier this year and learned 
about how Germany improved their per-
formance in just over a decade. They had to 
face an embarrassment in Euro-2000 and the 
administrators of  the sport were determined 
not to let this happen again.

They started at the grassroots. Germany 
already had the necessary infrastructure; 
they upgraded it and increased the depth of  
coaching resources. Germany has 28,400 

coaches with the B licence, 5,500 with A li-
cence and 1,070 with the pro licence -- the 
highest qualification.

While they honed skills, they also worked 
on the psychology of  the players. Winning, 
as they say, is a habit, but a defeatist attitude 
could also become a habit. Winning is also a 
philosophy of  life. The German coaches fo-
cused on developing the right attitude; what 
they call it is “fluid formations”, stressing on 
the need of  nimbleness, dexterity and think-
ing players -- instead of  raw physical strength 
-- who can work as a team. They weren’t in-
terested in creating superstars, but a cohesive 
team. Nimbleness and not the strength was 
the new mantra that did wonders.

We organisesvarious football camps 
in remote parts of  the country and also a 
school football league (SSFL) every year 
where more than 60,000 children from Ut-
tar Pradesh, Delhi and Gujarat compete in 
about 2,000 matches.

I see nimbleness is our strength and what 
is required is proper training to develop tech-
nical skills and tactical knowledge that can 
easily convert them into world-class players.

What we are doing in India is not very 

different from what Germany has been do-
ing for the past decade to promote football in 
their country. Germany introduced a talent 
development programme in 2003 to identify 
promising youngsters, mostly aged 8 to 14 
years. They are a country of  just 80 million 
compared to India’s 1.25 billion. Just by re-
newed focus on the youngsters made them 
World champions within 10 years.

Not all the players will make it to the na-
tional side but there are professional clubs 
and junior teams -- and there’s a lot of  mon-
ey to be made. So, there’s sufficient incen-
tive. They have inculcated a sporting culture 
which has become a way of  life.

After having shortlisted grassroots tal-
ent, they need to be trained. There’s a need 
for a dedicated academy. Germany started 
one such facility in Freiburg with 10 mil-
lion euros (Rs 764 million) in 2001. It’s not 
much hyped in the media, is located on the 
fringes of  the Black Forest, has four pitch-
es and a small stadium. Some two dozen 
players every year make it to Freiburg 
and live on the top floor of  the three-sto-
rey academy building. They get intensive 
training while being allowed to continue 

their education. About 10 percent of  them, 
on an average, make it to the international 
football circuit.

In Europe there’s a long-held practice to 
get players on payment of  a hefty amount of  
money from African, Brazil or Argentina. 
But Germany, thanks to the Freiburg facil-
ity, has realised it’s cheaper to train one’s 
own players. They now have plenty of  them, 
which has created a healthy competition for 
excellence and the result is for everyone to 
see. Germany won the last World Cup in 
2014, decimating Brazil 7-1.

The German experience has a lesson for 
India. We need a dedicated academy that 
will work on select few youngsters and churn 
out world class players on an annual basis. 
We need our own Freiburg kind of  an acad-
emy.

Winning is a habit -- and complacency a 
disease.

(Siddhartha Upadhyay is member of  the 
Governing Body of  the Sports Authority 

of  India and Founder of  STAIRS, an 
organisation dedicated to the uplift of  sports. 

The views expressed at personal. He can be 
contacted at siddhartha@upadhyay.co)

(Editor’s Note: For far too long, Neville 
Maxwell’s narrative on the 1962 war 
-- which sees India as the aggressor and 
China as the victim -- has held court. 
Nearly 50 years after Maxwell’s book, 
Bertil Lintner’s “China’s India War” 
argues that China began planning the 
war as early as 1959 and proposes that 
it was merely a small move in the larger 
strategic game that China was playing 
to become a world player. Following is 
an exclusive extract from “China’s India 
War”)

It was entirely unexpected that 
the Chinese would attack. The 
Indians had observed a mas-
sive build-up across the border 

and there had been several encoun-
ters between the Indian Army and 
the Chinese PLA in the days before 
the main attack, including bombard-
ment of  Dhola and Khenzemane on 
October 19, 1962. But the ferocity 
and the sheer coordination of  the 
Chinese attacks on October 20, 1962, 
and the days that followed stunned 
the Indian security establishment as 
well as international observers. At 
day-break on that day, artillery guns 
and mortars began intense bombard-
ments across the Thagla Ridge.

According to Brigadier John 
Dalvi: At exactly 5 on the morning 
of  20th October 1962, the Chinese 
Opposite Bridge III fired two Verey 
lights. This signal was followed by 
a cannonade of  over 150 guns and 
heavy mortars, exposed on the for-
ward slopes of  Thagla... this was a 
moment of  truth. Thagla Ridge was 
no longer, at that moment, a piece of  
ground. It was the crucible to test, 
weigh and purify India’s foreign de-
fence policies.

Dalvi called it “The Day of  Reck-
oning -- 20th October 1962”. The all-
out assault on Indian positions north 

of  Tawang was on.
On the western front in Aksai 

Chin, the fighting was spread out 
over a swathe of  land from north 
to south, covering a distance of  ap-
proximately 600 kilometres. But the 
thrust of  the Chinese towards the 
south was confined to a relatively 
narrow area, which measured ap-
proximately 20 kilometres from west 
to east. Most of  the attacks by the 
PLA seemed to be confined to dis-
lodging Indian troops from the out-
posts that had been established as a 
result of  the government’s Forward 
Policy rather than for capturing ter-
ritory. According to Indian military 
analysts, “In the Western sector, 
[the] Chinese had a limited aim. 
They were already in occupation 
of  most of  the Aksai Chin plateau 
through which they had constructed 
the Western Highway connecting Ti-
bet and Xinjiang. In this war, their 
aim was to remove the Indian posts 
which they perceived were across 
their 1960 Claim Line.”

They had no intention to move 
forward deep into Indian territory, as 
they did in NEFA (The North-East 
Frontier Agency).

The Aksai Chin plateau was and 
still is virtually unpopulated; this 
had made it possible for the Chinese 
to build their highway there in the 
mid-1950s without the Indians find-
ing out about it until a year after it 
had been completed. The name Ak-
sai Chin means “the desert of  white 
stones”, and the altitude varies be-
tween 4,300 and 6,900 metres above 
sea level.

In the past, some Ladakhi villag-
ers used the area for summer grazing 
and made it part of  the Cashmere 
wool trade, but otherwise there has 
been no commercial activity worth 
mentioning in the area. Whatever 
ancient trade routes that existed 
were secondary, and the only val-

ley, if  it may be called such, is along 
the River Chip Chap that flows from 
Xinjiang to Jammu and Kashmir. 
During the 1962 War, the Chinese 
captured several Indian positions in 
the valley and have since controlled 
most of  the area.

During the weeks of  fighting in 
this western sector of  the theatre of  
the 1962 War, it became obvious that 
the Chinese knew exactly where the 
Indians were, how many there were 
at each position, and what kind of  
weaponry they had. As was the case 
in the NEFA in the east, pre-war in-
telligence gathering had been carried 
out in the Aksai Chin area by small 
teams of  surveyors who could move 
freely and, presumably, undetected 
on the barren plateau.

A contentious issue on the east-
ern front was the location of  the In-
dian outpost at Dhola in the River 
Namka Chu gorge, where the bor-
ders of  India, Bhutan, and Tibet 
intersect northwest of  Tawang. The 
post was created on February 24, 
1962, and according to the Hend-
erson Brooks-Bhagat Report, the 
site “was established north of  the 
McMahon Line as shown on maps 
prior to the October/November 
1962 edition. It is believed that the 
old edition was given to the Chinese 
by our External Affairs Ministry to 
indicate the McMahon Line. It is 
also learnt that we tried to clarify the 
error in our maps, but the Chinese 
did not accept our contention.” The 
Chinese, in any case, would not have 
paid much attention to Indian maps. 
Their objective was entirely differ-
ent: To teach India a lesson.

This remark in the Henderson 
Brooks-Bhagat Report is any way 
a far cry from the claim by Neville 
Maxwell and others that the estab-
lishment of  the Dhola outpost trig-
gered the 1962 War and that India 
was the aggressor.

Chinese troops had crossed the 
Namka Chu on September 8, sur-
rounded an Indian outpost in the 
gorge, and destroyed two bridges on 
the river. The nearby Dhola Post was 
reinforced and firing from both sides 
continued in the area throughout 
September. Three Indian soldiers 
were wounded when the Chinese 
threw hand grenades at their posi-
tion, but otherwise, there were no 
casualties.

When the final attack came on 20 
October, the Indians found that the 
Chinese had cut all their telephone 
lines the night before. In preparation 
for the assault, the Chinese had also 
taken up positions on higher ground 
behind Indian defences and were 
thus able to attack downhill on the 
morning of  the attack. 

After the Chinese artillery bar-
rage from the Thagla Ridge over-
looking the Namka Chu, the PLA 
destroyed all Indian artillery posi-
tions and surrounding fortifications. 
The Indian border posts as well as 
Dhola and Khenzemane were over-
run by ground forces within hours, 
and their defenders either lay dead 
or were captured alive. The strength 
of  the Chinese attacking force was 
estimated at 2,000, while the In-
dians at those outposts numbered 
only 600.

Simultaneous attacks were 
launched on other positions, and 
the 2nd Rajput Regiment, which 
was also in the area, suffered hor-
rendously. Of  the 513 members of  
all ranks, 282 were killed that day, 81 
were wounded and captured alive, 
and 90 were captured unwounded. 
Only 60 men, mostly rear elements 
got away. A Gurkha regiment, also 
in the area, lost 80 men, with a fur-
ther 44 wounded, and 102 taken 
prisoner by the 90 China’s India War 
Chinese. The 7th Brigade lost a total 
of  493 men that fateful morning of  

20 October. The total strength of  the 
PLA units that were deployed for the 
operation on the Dhola and Thagla 
front was at least 10,000, supported 
by heavy artillery and more sophis-
ticated weaponry than the Indians 
had in their arsenal.

After the Indian defences were 
crushed, the 7th Brigade command-
er, Brigadier John Dalvi, who re-
mained a prisoner of  war in China 
for almost seven months, described 
with a large degree of  bitterness and 
in great detail how the chain of  com-
mand had broken down, and how 
undersupplied his troops were. He 
quotes a fellow Indian Army officer 
as saying that their ‘mission was the 
defence of  a political instead of  a 
tactical position. The troops slaugh-
tered along the Namka Chu River 
were spread out in a thin line, dif-
ficult to supply and impossible to 
defend.’

Apart from observing the camps 
that had been built by the Chinese 
for him and the other Indian pris-
oners of  war, Dalvi also concludes 
that the ‘Chinese preparations be-
gan in earnest from May 1962’, so 
well before the incidents at the Dho-
la post. The emphasis here should 
be on ‘in earnest’; all available evi-
dence points to the fact that intel-
ligence gathering and construction 
projects began in the mid-1950s, 
when China wanted to challenge 
India’s role as the leading voice of  
the newly independent countries in 
Asia and Africa. The Dalai Lama’s 
flight to India in 1959 prompted the 
Chinese to switch from contemplat-
ing the possibility of  a war with In-
dia to putting their ruminations into 
concrete action. 

Dalvi also quotes, and ridicules, 
the Chinese version of  events.

The Chinese told the world that: 
‘At 7 o’clock (Peking time) in the 
morning of  20th October the aggres-

sive Indian forces, under cover of  
fierce artillery fire, launched massive 
attacks against the Chinese Fron-
tier Guards all along the Kachileng 
River and in the Khenzemane area.’ 
The poor Chinese were driven to 
self-defence by the fire of  two out-
ranged para-guns with 400 rounds 
of  ammunition!

Maxwell (Neville Maxwell in 
his book India’s China War) is not 
as extreme as the Chinese in his ver-
sion of  events, but his pro-Chinese 
account of  what happened in 1962 
would nevertheless have been equal-
ly dismissible if  it had not been ac-
cepted as the truth and often referred 
to in writings about the war and the 
border dispute, even by former US 
Secretary of  State Henry Kissinger 
himself.

The war on the eastern front in 
NEFA (North-East Frontier Agen-
cy) was going to be very different 
from that in Ladakh. While the 
Chinese may not have encountered 
many civilians on the Ladakh front, 
interacting with the local popula-
tion became an important issue for 
them in the NEFA, where they oc-
cupied several towns and villages. 
Once the road down from Bumla 
had been constructed by the Chi-
nese, and Tawang was secured as 
a supply base, it became clear that 
not only had scouts been sent in ad-
vance by the PLA to collect crucial 
intelligence, but its soldiers and of-
ficers had also been trained in psy-
chological warfare.

(Bertil Lintner is a former 
correspondent with the Far Eastern 
Economic Review, Hong Kong, the 
Swedish daily Svenska Dagbladet, 

and Jane’s Information Group in the 
UK. Lintner has written 17 books on 

Asian politics and history. This is 
part II of  a two-part series, extracted 

with permission from Oxford 
University Press)
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‘It Was Entirely Unexpected That the Chinese Would Attack’ 
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News iN Brief
Pranab Mukherjee bereaved
Suri(WB), Oct. 20 (PTI): Former President Pranab 
Mukherjee was bereaved today as his elder brother Pijush 
Mukherjee died at his residence at Bolpur in West Bengal 
today. Pijush Mukherjee was 86. He was a widower and 
has no issues. He was a teacher in different schools and 
retired from Sikshasatra, the secondary school of Visva 
Bharati, as its principal. He was also a member of West 
Bengal Pradesh Congress Committee. Pranab Mukherjee 
will arrive at Bolpur tomorrow and his brother’s last 
rites would be performed at Jangipur in neighbouring 
Murshidabad district.

25 cloth shops gutted in Jalandhar fire
Chandigarh, Oct. 20 (IANS): Goods worth lakhs of  
rupees were destroyed in a Diwali night fire that gutted 
nearly 25 shops in a cloth market in Jalandhar city, police 
said on Friday. No loss of life was reported in the fire. 
The fire in the Sudama cloth market near Jyoti Chowk in 
Jalandhar, about 160 km from here, started on Thursday 
night and spread quickly. Fire brigade vehicles and 
personnel rushed to the spot but the market was engulfed 
by the flames. Traders said that their losses ran in lakhs of  
rupees. Though the cause of the fire was to be ascertained, 
market association president Balwant Singh said that foul 
play could not be ruled out. 

Indian Embassy in US involved in 
search for missing girl in Texas
New Delhi, Oct. 20 (IANS): External Affairs Minister 
Sushma Swaraj has voiced “deep concern” over a three-
year-old Indian girl in Texas who has been missing since 
October 7 after her foster father made her stand outside 
the house as punishment for not drinking milk. She said 
the Indian Embassy is actively involved in the search. 
“We are deeply concerned about the missing child. 
Indian Embassy in US is actively involved and they keep 
me informed,” Sushma Swaraj tweeted late on Thursday 
night. According to reports, Sherin Mathews had gone 
missing from her home in Richardson, Texas. Her father 
Wesley Mathews told police he’d sent his daughter — in 
her pyjamas at 3 a.m. on October 7 — to stand alone 
beneath a tree outside the home as “punishment for 
refusing to drink milk”. 

One killed, property gutted in UP fires
Lucknow, Oct. 20 (IANS): At least one person died and 
property worth lakhs was gutted in three incidents of fire 
in Uttar Pradesh over the last 12 hours during Diwali, 
police said on Friday. A fire broke out at a plastic godown 
in Varanasi on Friday morning, gutting the stocks there. 
The godown is located in Jalpadevi area. Four fire tenders 
took more than four hours to douse the flames. No loss of  
life was reported. A major fire broke out in the Auraiyya 
fruit mart early on Friday, after some firecrackers fell on 
the thatched roofs. Soon the entire market was in flames, 
an official said. More that a dozen shops were gutted. 
Another fire broke out at a nursery here on Thursday night 
after a firecracker fell there. The chemicals stored there 
caught fire in which a gardener was killed.

Man shot dead by next-door 
neighbour on Diwali
Banda (UP), Oct. 20 (PTI): A 45-year-old man was shot 
dead while his wife was injured after they got into an 
argument with their next-door neighbours on Diwali in 
Marka area, police said today. Ram Murat Tiwari and 
his wife Reena were preparing for the festivities yesterday 
when they had a verbal spat with their neighbour Bardani 
Singh, who opened fire at them, they said. While 
Tiwari died on the spot, his wife was rushed to a nearby 
hospitalwhere her condition is stated to be critical, police 
said.  A case was registered in the matter and a search is 
on to trace the accused, they added.

Three killed in UP road accident
Lucknow, Oct. 20 (IANS): Three persons, including an 
11-year-old and his mother, were killed and two others of  
the same family injured when their car was rammed by a 
speeding Scorpio car on the Kanpur-Lucknow highway 
on Friday, police said. The victims include Henry Das 
(11), his mother Vinita Das (45) and car driver Narendra 
(45) while the injured have been identified as Sheryl 
(15) and Virendra, police said. The family, residents of  
Lucknow, were going to Kanpur in an Indigo car. The 
driver of the Scorpio fled the accident spot.

India welcomes Tillerson’s remarks 
on US-India ties
New Delhi, Oct. 20 (IANS): India on Friday welcomed 
US Secretary of State Rex Tillerson’s remarks on US-
India ties in which he said that Washington and New 
Delhi were committed to build an ambitious partnership.
“Secretary Tillerson has made a significant policy 
statement on India-US relations and its future,” External 
Affairs Ministry spokesperson Raveesh Kumar said in 
response to a query.  “He brought out its various strengths 
and highlighted our shared commitment to a rule-based 
international order,” he said.  “We appreciate his positive 
evaluation of  the relationship and share his optimism 
about its future directions. We look forward to welcoming 
him in India next week for detailed discussions on further 
strengthening of our partnership.”

Nation to pay homage to policemen 
killed in 1959 Chinese firing

Solicitor 
General Ranjit 
Kumar steps 
down

Will not speak on ‘Shah-zada’, 
says Rahul after court order

Eight die in TN bus stand roof collapse

CBI must probe illegal pesticide-resistant seeds, demands Maharashtra farm panel

Mob brutally attacks 
mentally challenged man as 
‘braid chopper’ in Sopore

Modi targets Cong. over Kedarnath redevelopment, party asks him to shed Italian glasses 

New Delhi, Oct. 20 (PTI): The 
nation will pay homage to the police-
men martyred in firing by Chinese 
troops in 1959 and 34,400 others 
who laid down their lives protecting 
India’s unity, at a special function 
here tomorrow, the home ministry 
said today.

Home Minister Rajnath Singh 
will lead the nation to pay homage 
to 10 policemen besides 34,408 other 
police personnel, who have sacri-
ficed their lives since independence 
to safeguard the unity and integrity 
of the nation.

Observed as ‘Police Commemo-
ration Day’, October 21 commemo-
rates the sacrifices of the 10 police-
men while defending India’s borders 
with China in 1959, a statement by 
the ministry said.

The Indian police personnel 
were responsible for manning the 
2,500 mile long border of India with 
Tibet until the autumn of 1959.

On October 20, 1959, three re-
connaissance parties were launched 
from Hot Springs in North Eastern 
Ladakh in preparation for further 
movement of an Indian expedition 
which was on its way to Lanak La. 
While members of  two parties re-
turned to Hot Springs, the third one 
comprising two police constables 
and a porter did not return, the state-
ment said.

The remaining forces were mo-
bilised next morning in search of the 
missing personnel. A party of about 
20 police personnel led by Karam 
Singh, a Deputy Central Intelligence 
Officer (DCIO) rank officer, pro-

ceeded on horseback while others 
followed on foot in three sections.

At mid-day, the Chinese Army 
personnel were seen on a hillock 
who opened fire and threw grenades 
at the Indian party, the statement 
said. Since there was no cover, most 
personnel were injured.

Ten of the brave police personnel 
attained martyrdom and seven oth-
ers sustained injuries in the incident.

Bodies of the 10 personnel were 
returned by the Chinese on No-
vember 13, 1959, three weeks after 
the incident. The bodies were then 
cremated with full police honours at 
Hot Springs in Ladakh, it said.

The annual conference of  In-
spectors General of Police of States 
and Union Territories held in Janu-
ary 1960 decided that October 21 

would, henceforth, be observed as 
‘Commemoration Day’ in all police 
lines in the country to mark the 
memory of these gallant personnel, 
the statement said.

It was also decided to erect a 
memorial at Hot Springs, and that 
members of police forces from differ-
ent parts of the country trek to Hot 
Springs every year to pay homage to 
the gallant martyrs.

Since independence, 34,418 po-
lice personnel have sacrificed their 
lives for safeguarding the integrity 
of the nation and providing security 
to people of this country, the state-
ment said. 

During the last one year i.e. from 
September 2016 to August 2017, 
383 police personnel have laid down 
their lives.

New Delhi ,  Oct .  20 
(IANS): Solicitor General 
Ranjit Kumar, the govern-
ment’s second-most senior 
legal officer, on Friday said 
he has stepped down be-
cause he was not able to 
attend to his family and per-
sonal matters due to work.

“I have resigned due 
to personal, family issues 
which I need to attend to 
and was not able to due to 
my work,” Ranjit Kumar is 
learned to have written to 
his colleagues. He denied 
any rift with the government 
and told NDTV news chan-
nel that “the government is 
good to me”.

Ranjit Kumar is consid-
ered an expert on constitu-
tional laws, service matters 
and taxation. 

He earlier served as 
counsel for the Gujarat gov-
ernment and was an amicus 
curiae in several cases in 
the Supreme Court before 
he took over as Solicitor 
General in June 2014, weeks 
after the BJP came to power 
at the Centre. 

Among the cases in 
which he represented the 
Gujarat government was the 
2005 killing of Sohrabuddin 
Sheikh in an alleged staged 
shootout.

The resignation comes 
over three months after he 
got an ad-hoc extension of  
his tenure in June. 

Earlier, Mukul Rohatgi 
-- the government’s top legal 
advisor -- resigned as At-
torney General of  India in 
June this year citing personal 
reasons.

K.K. Venugopal took 
over as Attorney General 
after Rohatgi stepped down.

New Delhi, Oct. 20 (PTI): Days after a 
court restrained news portal ‘The Wire’ 
from publishing or broadcasting reports 
based on an article published by it regarding 
a company of BJP chief Amit Shah’s son, 
Congress leader Rahul Gandhi today said 
he would neither speak himself about “Shah-
zada” not allow others.

“Mitron (friends), will not speak about 
‘Shah-zada’, nor will let anyone speak,” he 
tweeted in Hindi, referring to an interim 
injunction granted by an Ahmedabad court 
on a criminal defamation case filed against 
The Wire by Jay Shah, the son of the BJP 
president.

Gandhi also tagged a news report report 
entitled, “Ahmedabad Court injunction: 
‘The Wire’ barred from writing on Jay 
Shah”.

Zada, zade or zadi are Persian suffixes 
used as part of titles for members of royalty, 
denoting the sons and daughters of a king.

Additional Senior Civil Judge of  
Ahmedabad (rural) court had granted an 
injunction on Jay Shah’s plea on Monday 
restraining the defendants from publishing, 

printing, telecasting, broadcasting or holding 
debates in any language on the basis of the 
article published by the news portal, pending 
hearing and disposal of the matter.

The Wire had recently published an arti-
cle claiming a company owned by Jay Shah 
saw a huge rise in its turnover after BJP came 
to power at the Centre in 2014.

Following the publication of the article, 
the Congress party demanded the removal of  
Amit Shah as BJP president and constitution 
of  a two-member judicial commission of  
inquiry comprising judges of the Supreme 
Court to go into his son’s business dealings.

Both the Congress and Gandhi, its vice 
president, repeatedly questioned Prime Min-
ister Narendra Modi’s “silence” on the issue.

Gandhi earlier took a swipe at the BJP 
and the government over the latter extending 
legal help to Jay Shah in the defamation case.

“The State’s legal help for Shah-zada! 
Why this, why this Kolaveri Da?,” he had 
earlier tweeted.  Tushar Mehta, Additional 
Solicitor General of India, a top law officer 
of the Centre, will appear for Jay Shah in 
the defamation case.

Chennai, Oct. 20 (IANS): Eight em-
ployees of the Tamil Nadu state trans-
port corporation died while three were 
injured early on Friday when the roof  
of an old bus stand in Nagapattinam 
district collapsed, said police.

The employees were sleeping in the 
rest room of the Poraiyar bus stand. 
The injured were taken to a hospital 
where their condition is said to be 
serious.

Nagapattinam is around 320 km 
from here.

State Transport Minister M.R. Vi-
jayabhaskar visited the accident spot. 
He told the media an inquiry has been 

ordered and compensation will be paid 
to the families of the dead.

In a statement issued here PMK 
founder S. Ramadoss said the party’s 
union leaders in 2005 itself  had peti-
tioned the state transport management 
to repair the building as it was very old 
and signs of weakness were visible.

Ramadoss said the transport cor-
poration management got its own en-
gineers to certify that the building was 
in a strong condition and demanded 
action against these officials.

This is the second major accident in 
a state bus stand.

In September, four persons died 

and seven were injured when the con-
crete roof of a bus stand in Coimbatore 
fell on those standing beneath it.

The accident occurred at the Soma-
nur bus stand. Coimbatore is around 
500 km from here.

Chief Minister K. Palaniswami an-
nounced compensation of Rs 7.5 lakh 
for each of the families of those killed, 
Rs 1.5 lakh each for those seriously 
injured and Rs 50,000 for those who 
have suffered minor injuries.

He also said one person each from 
the families of  those killed would be 
employed in the state transport corpo-
ration based on their qualification.

Nagpur (Maharashtra), Oct. 20 
(IANS): A Maharashtra govern-
ment Special Task Force on Fri-
day urged the Centre to institute 
a CBI enquiry into reports that 
around 3.50 million packets of  
illegal Herbicide Tolerant ge-
netically modified cotton seeds 
are sold during the current season 
in several cotton-growing states in 
the country.

Reacting to a comment piece 
carried by IANS on October 18, 
titled “Widespread use of  unap-
proved GM cotton shows official 
tolerance of illegality”, Vasantrao 
Naik Sheti Swavlamban Mis-
sion Chairman Kishore Tiwari 
cited reports of New Delhi-based 
South Asia Biotechnology Centre 
(SABC) that such illegal packets 
worth around Rs 4.72 billion are 
being sold in different states.

These states - Maharashtra, 
Gujarat, Karnataka, Telangana, 
Andhra Pradesh, Odisha and 
Madhya Pradesh - account for 
nearly 850,000 hectares - or seven 
per cent of  all the total cotton-
growing areas of India - is under 
the illegal Herbicide Tolerant (HT) 
cotton hybrids cultivation, he said.

“This is a very shocking rev-
elation and needs a detailed probe 
into the functioning of the Genetic 
Engineering Appraisal Commit-
tee (GEAC), Indian Council of  
Agricultural Research (ICAR) 
and Central Institute of  Cotton 
Research (CICR) since they are 
responsible to check the illegal 
sales,” Tiwari told IANS.

He said these hybrid cotton 
seeds were recently attacked by 
pests and bollworms for which 
the farmers made indiscriminate 

used of deadly pesticides, leading 
to 40 deaths and over 2,000 more 
were affected.

Tiwari pointed out that the HT 
cotton hybrid sale was rampant 
even after it was brought to the 
notice of the central government 
and other agencies, besides the 
concerned states, and the deadly 
effects as seen in Maharashtra.

Tiwari demanded an urgent 
stop to the illegal sales, and to 
locate and identify the land where 
the spurious HT cotton hybrids 
are being used and destroy them.

His demand came close on the 
heels of Maharashtra Agriculture 
Minister Pandurang Phundkar’s 
call for a ban on the HT geneti-
cally modified cotton seeds.

Tiwari cited reports that 
though such HT cotton hybrids 
are being grown in USA, Brazil 

and some other countries since 
1998, it has not been technically 
and formally approved in India so 
far, thus rendering its cultivation 
completely illegal.

In fact, the CICR has even 
found that six of  the nine cot-
tonseed hybrids tested positive for 
herbicide tolerance, but did not 
care to inform the Maharashtra 
authorities.

It was only after the state’s 
Principal Secretary (Agriculture) 
Bijay Kumar sought to know 
details about it following media 
reports of  extensive cultivation 
of such HT cotton hybrids in the 
above states that the matter came 
into limelight.

He said while India has tough 
laws and regulations for approval 
of  GM crops which need to ad-
here strictly to bio-safety stand-

ards to obviate risks to humans, 
animals and environment, the 
lackadaisical attitude of  CICR, 
ICAR, GEAC allows rogue actors 
a free hand.

“The casual attitude of  these 
departments, their officials and 
the states’ agriculture departments 
needs a thorough CBI probe,” 
Tiwari urged.

According to some reports, 
the global giant Monsanto, which 
owns the HT trait found in CICR 
samples, has claimed it has in-
formed the GEAC about it since 
2008 and most recently in August 
2017. 

“Yet, the GEAC has turned a 
blind eye to the issue, pointing to 
a larger involvement of regulatory 
bodies which needs to be scanned 
properly by different experts,” 
Tiwari concluded.

Srinagar, Oct. 20 (IANS): A 
mentally challenged person 
was critically injured on Fri-
day as a mob tried to immo-
late him and run him over 
with a tractor on suspicion 
of  being a braid chopper 
in Jammu and Kashmir’s 
Sopore. Police, which res-
cued him in the nick of time, 
has warned of stern action 
against vigilante mobs.

The police received in-
formation that a mob had 
got hold of an alleged braid 
chopper in the Fruit Mandi 
area. When they rushed 
to the spot, they found the 
mob beating the person, 
Wasim Ahmad Tantray, 
“ruthlessly”.

“The miscreants had 
also burnt some grass and 
were trying to set the person 
ablaze. Some even tried to 
run him over with a tractor,” 
a police officer said.

Tantray, who is said to 
be “mentally challenged”, 
was rescued and rushed to a 
Sopore hospital. “Condition 
of the injured is stated to be 
critical and he was referred 
to Srinagar,” the police of-
ficer said.

An FIR was registered 
and the culprits have been 
identified, the police said.

Senior superintendent 
of  Police (SSP) Sopore, 
Harmeet Singh told report-
ers that stern action would 
be taken against those per-
sons who take law in their 

own hands while purported-
ly maintaining vigil against 
braid choppers.

Singh said those peo-
ple who tried to immolate 
Tantray in Sopore on Friday 
have been identified.

“We have identified 
those responsible for se-
verely beating a mentally 
challenged person and also 
trying to set him ablaze,” 
the SSP said. He denied 
rumours that the mentally 
challenged person was in-
toxicated when the mob 
nabbed him.

In a similar incident on 
Thursday, a special police 
officer (SPO) was severely 
beaten by a mob in Hazrat-
bal area of  Srinagar city 
after accusing him of being 
a braid chopper.

“The SPO had come 
to meet his brother who is 
pursuing masters degree in 
mathematics at Kashmir 
University. He had stayed 
for the night with his brother 
in a rented accommodation 
outside the campus.

“When he came out of  
his brother’s lodgings, he 
was caught by a mob and 
ruthlessly beaten,” police 
said. There have been over 
120 reports of  braid chop-
ping in the Kashmir Valley 
in the last two months, with 
mobs beating up strangers, 
tourists and even armymen 
in plainclothes on suspicion 
of being braid choppers.

Kedarnath/New Delhi, Oct. 20 
(IANS): Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi on Friday attacked the Congress 
for rejecting his proposal in June 2013 
when he was Chief Minister of Gujarat 
for redevelopment of Kedarnath shrine 
but the party hit back asking him to 
shed his “arrogance” and “Italian 
glasses”.

Modi, who offered prayers at the 
Kedarnath Temple and laid the foun-
dation stone for five infrastructure 
projects, said he was happy to be at the 
shrine a day after Diwali and conveyed 
his greetings at the start of the Gujarati 
new year. 

While Modi talked of his determi-
nation for redevelopment of the revered 
shrine, Congress leaders Randeep 
Singh Surjewala and R.P.N. Singh later 
took potshots at him, saying the party-
led UPA government had sanctioned 
Rs 8,000 crore for Kedarnath’s rede-
velopment following the flash floods in 
2013. They accused Modi of telling “a 
lie even at the shrine”.

Surjewala accused Modi of insult-
ing tradition by speaking with his back 
to the shrine and asked him to show 
his devotion the way Congress Vice 
President Rahul Gandhi had done by 

walking 18 km to the shrine. Surjewala 
referred to the “Italian glasses” Modi 
wore during his speech. 

“If  Modiji had not indulged in 
politics of  taking credit, removed his 
Bvlgari Italian glasses and walked 
18 km to the shrine in devotion the 
way Rahulji had done,” he said in 
a tweet.

The term “Italian glasses” has often 
been used by BJP chief Amit Shah to 
attack Congress President Sonia Gan-
dhi because of her Italian origins. Shah 
had also attacked Rahul Gandhi using 
the term during a BJP programme in 
Amethi earlier this month. The Con-
gress on Friday sought to settle scores 
with the BJP by using the term against 
Modi. 

Modi pledged to devote himself  
fully to realise the dream of a developed 
India by 2022, the 75th anniversary of  
Independence. 

Modi said as Chief  Minister of  
Gujarat he had visited Uttarakhand in 
the aftermath of the flash floods to offer 
help. “I came here to do all that I could 
for the victims... I had met the then 
Chief Minister (Vijay Bahuguna) and 
offered that Gujarat would redevelop 
Kedarnath. During the meeting they 

agreed. And I announced it outside to 
the media.

“But when the news was flashed 
on television, and it reached Delhi, the 
people there (UPA government) pan-
icked and within hours the state gov-
ernment was pressurised to announce 
that it will redevelop Kedarnath itself,” 
Modi alleged.

Modi said after the BJP govern-
ment came to power in Uttarakhand 
earlier this year “I understood that the 
work of  Kedaranath redevelopment 
will be done by us”.

In June 2013, then Chief Minister 
Bahuguna and the Congress party had 
rebuffed Modi’s offer for redevelop-
ment of Kedarnath and his Rs 3 crore 
cheque, which was in addition to a Rs 
2 crore his state had donated for rain 
disaster relief.

The Congress and other parties 
had criticised Modi for trying to be the 
“Rambo” of rescue. The Congress had 
alleged he was trying to communalise 
a natural calamity. 

Modi on Friday laid the founda-
tion stone of reconstruction projects in 
Kedarpuri, including renovation of Adi 
Guru Shankaracharya’s tomb which 
was damaged in the floods. 

Recalling the time spent by him in 
the Himalayas including at Garuda-
chatti, Modi said the mountains have 
much to offer - for spiritual pursuits, 
nature lovers, for those interested in 
adventure, water sports. 

Surjewala hit out at Modi through 
tweets. “By speaking with your back to 
the shrine, Modiji, you have insulted 
the tradition and heritage,” he said. 

“Lie even in the temple premises. 
Modiji forgot to tell that the central 
government had given a rehabilitation 
package of Rs 8,000 crore in December 
2013.”

“Lie upon lie. He forgot to tell that 
while the Congress-led UPA had given 
Rs 2,200 crore of  Rs 8,000 crore to 
Uttarakhand government before May 
2014. Modi government has not given 
the rest of money.”

Surjewala said the Congress gov-
ernment had built walls around the 
shrine, made arrangements for the stay 
of pilgrims and developed ghats. 

“Modiji, Babaji knows all. In the 
feet of God, one should refrain from 
jumlas and big talk,” he said. 

Surjewala also accused Modi of  
“arrogance”. “Was the work done by 
the then state government, people and 

the devotees of Lord Shiva to redevelop 
Kedarnath a waste?,” he asked. 

R.P.N. Singh said: “When elections 
are near, Modiji is either called by Gan-
ga-maa or by the Baba. The condition 

of Ganga is not hidden from anyone.” 
He claimed that the projects that 

Modi had talked of had already been 
started by the previous Harish Rawat 
government.

Prime Minister Narendra Modi addresses a public meeting at Kedarnath in Uttarakhand on 
Friday. 

PTI
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Kurdish-led force hails ‘historic’ 
Raqa victory but handover on hold 

Trump accuses media of ignoring Obama-era Russia u-deal Top S Korean, US nuke envoys meet on N Korea

Pak court indicts Sharif in third graft case

Nearly 58% Rohingya 
refugees are kids at risk

Obama, Bush decry deep US divisions in Trump era 

Suu Kyi common room 
‘unnamed’ by Oxford students

Raqa (Syria), Oct. 20 (PTI/AFP): 
The Kurdish-led force that expelled 
the Islamic State group from Raqa 
hailed a “historic victory” today in 
the devastated city’s stadium and 
vowed to hand over power to a civil-
ian administration.

Three days after fully retaking 
the northern Syrian city that was 
considered the inner sanctum of  
IS’s now moribund “caliphate”, the 
Syrian Democratic Forces held an 
official ceremony.

The group however stopped 
short of transferring authority to the 
Raqa Civil Council because it said 
much ordnance disposal remained 
to be done before the city could be 
left in civilian hands.

SDF spokesman Talal Sello, 
speaking in front of a modest attend-
ance of fighters and council mem-
bers, said this week’s victory against 
IS was dedicated to “all humanity”.

For three years, Raqa saw some 
of IS’s worst abuses and grew into 
one of its main governance hubs, a 
centre for both its potent propaganda 
machine and its unprecedented ex-
periment in jihadist statehood.

After losing its major strong-
holds in Iraq and Syria one after the 
other, the “state” the jihadists pro-
claimed in 2014 has shrunk to barely 
a tenth of its original size and the loss 
of Raqa hammered yet another nail 
in its coffin.

At the ceremony held in the sta-
dium where jihadists made their last 
stand in the city on Tuesday, Sello 
vowed the US- backed SDF would 
transfer power soon.

“After the end of clearing opera-
tions... we will hand over the city to 
the Raqa Civil Council,” he said.

He stressed the SDF would 
maintain its presence in the area and 
reiterated the Kurdish-Arab military 
alliance’s support for a federal sys-
tem in Syria, something the regime 
in Damascus has so far opposed.

France is the United States’ key 
partner in the international coalition 
assisting local anti-IS forces and a 
spokesman in Paris today argued 
some jihadists remained in small 
pockets of the city.

“The return of civilians to Raqa 
will not take place in any major way 
for many weeks, such is the quantity 

of explosive devices Daesh left be-
hind,” French military spokesman 
Patrik Steiger said, using the Arabic 
acronym for IS.

Raqa was heavily damaged dur-
ing the more than four-month battle, 
which the Syrian Observatory for 
Human Rights said left more than 
3,200 people dead, including 1,130 
civilians.

Ahmed al-Ali, a 31-year-old 
member of the RCC’s reconstruction 
committee, expressed his shock at 
discovering the extent of the destruc-
tion before the ceremony.

“Today is the first time I’ve come 
to the city since its liberation,” he 
told an AFP reporter.

“I haven’t managed to get to my 
house on Al-Qitar street.

I’d pay half a million dollars just 
to see its door,” he added, breaking 
into tears and walking away.

One of his colleagues, Mahmud 
Mohamed, admitted that his idea 
of  what reconstruction would en-
tail changed the second he entered 
Raqa.

“When we came into the city, the 
plan changed completely.

What I had imagined,” the 
27-year-old paused, “it’s so much 
worse.” 

The mood was sombre among 
the members of  the council that 
will run the city as they sat quietly 
on plastic chairs while SDF fight-
ers danced and sang noisily behind 
them.

Syria regime forces have re-
mained conspicuously silent over 
one of the most high-profile victories 
against IS and focused on its own 
Russian-backed offensive in the east-
ern province of Deir Ezzor.

Some of the SDF fighters who 
fought in Raqa have already rede-
ployed to Deir Ezzor to join a rival 
US-backed offensive in the province, 
a spokesman said.

At least 16 civilians including 
several children were killed in air 
strikes in Deir Ezzor yesterday be-
lieved to have been carried out by 
Russian jets, the Observatory said. 

Some of  them were trying to 
cross the Euphrates river near Albu 
Kamal, on the Iraqi border, one of  
IS’s last remaining strongholds, the 
monitor said. 

Washington, Oct.  20 
(IANS): The President of  
the US on Thursday accused 
the mainstream media of ig-
noring fresh details about the 
controversial 2010 approval 
of  a deal that gave Russia 
control over a large chunk of  
US uranium resources.

Donald Trump made his 
remarks on Twitter two days 
after the Hill reported that 
prior to the deal, approved in 
the early stages of predeces-
sor Barack Obama’s admin-
istration, the FBI had gath-
ered significant evidence that 
Russian nuclear industry 
officials were conducting 
a bribery, kickback, extor-
tion and money laundering 
scheme aimed at growing 
Moscow’s atomic energy 
business inside the US.

“Federal agents used 
a confidential US witness 
working inside the Russian 
nuclear industry to gather 
extensive financial records, 
make secret recordings and 
intercept emails as early as 
2009 that showed Moscow 
had compromised an Amer-
ican uranium trucking firm 
with bribes and kickbacks 
in violation of  the Foreign 
Corrupt Practices Act,” The 
Hill reported.

That  paper  sa id  i t 
learned about the evidence 
the FBI had gathered from 
government documents and 
interviews.

The Hill furthermore 
reported, citing unnamed 
sources, that federal agents 
had also “obtained an eye-
witness account - backed 
by documents - indicating 
Russian nuclear officials had 
routed millions of dollars to 
the US designed to benefit 

former President Bill Clin-
ton’s charitable foundation 
during the time Secretary of  
State Hillary Clinton served 
on a government body that 
provided a favourable deci-
sion to Moscow.”

“Uranium deal to Rus-
sia, with Clinton help and 
Obama Administration 
knowledge, is the biggest sto-
ry that Fake Media doesn’t 
want to follow!” Trump 
tweeted Thursday.

He was referring to the 
lack of  coverage of  The 
Hill’s report by mainstream 
media outlets like the New 
York Times and MSNBC, 
which are harshly critical 
of  his administration and 
have thoroughly covered 
the probe into the Trump 
election campaign’s alleged 
collusion with Russia to win 
the 2016 presidential race.

The New York Times 
did report in 2015 on a flow 
of cash making its way to the 
Clinton Foundation as Rus-
sian atomic energy agency 
Rosatom gradually took 
control of Canadian mining 
company Uranium One, 
which it noted had “urani-
um-mining stakes stretching 
from Central Asia to the 
American West.”

But the Hill also report-
ed Tuesday that multiple 
current and former gov-
ernment officials had told 
the newspaper they did not 
know whether the FBI or the 
US Department of  Justice 
ever alerted the Committee 
on Foreign Investment in 
the United States (CFIUS) 
- the inter-agency govern-
ment body that approved the 
partial sale of Uranium One 
to Rosatom - to the criminal 

Washington, Oct. 20 (IANS): Former US 
Presidents Barack Obama and George W. 
Bush have voiced concern about the current 
political climate in the US, urging Ameri-
cans to reject the politics of “division” and 
“prejudice” in comments seen as a veiled 
rebuke of Donald Trump’s leadership.
In separate and unrelated appearances, 
Obama and Bush warned that the US “was 
being torn apart by ancient hatreds that 
should have been consigned to history long 
ago” and called for addressing economic 
anxiety through common purpose. While 
not directly addressing Trump, neither left 
much doubt whom and what they had in 
mind.
Obama, who has returned to the campaign 
trail for the first time since leaving the 
White House, was speaking at a rally in 
New Jersey on Thursday to support Demo-
cratic candidate for Governor Phil Murphy, 
the New York Times reported. 
“Some of  the politics we see now, we 
thought we’d put that to bed. I mean, that’s 
folks looking 50 years back. It’s the 21st 
century, not the 19th century.”
“We are rejecting a politics of division. We 
are rejecting a politics of fear,” Obama said. 
“We are embracing a politics that says 
everybody counts, a politics that says eve-
rybody deserves a chance, a politics that 
says everybody has dignity and worth -- a 
politics of hope.”
He touched on similar themes at an-
other rally in Richmond, Virginia, saying: 

“We’ve got folks who are deliberately trying 
to make folks angry, to demonise people 
who have different ideas, to get the base all 
riled up because it provides a short-term 
tactical advantage.”
Speaking just hours earlier in New York, 
Bush delivered a speech in which he 
warned of threats to American democracy 
and a decay of civic engagement.
Bush offered a blunt assessment of a po-
litical system corrupted by “conspiracy 
theories and outright fabrication” in which 
nationalism has been “distorted into nativ-
ism.”
“Bigotry seems emboldened. Our politics 
seems more vulnerable to conspiracy theo-
ries and outright fabrication,” Bush said.
“There are some signs that the intensity of  
support for democracy itself has waned - 
especially among the young.” Americans, 
he said, have “seen our discourse degraded 
by casual cruelty”.
While Trump seeks to raise barriers to trade 
and newcomers, lashing out at targets with 
relish, Bush defended immigration and free 
trade, denounced nationalism and bigotry 
and bemoaned what he called the “casual 
cruelty” of  current public discourse, the 
Times reported.
“At times it can seem like the forces pull-
ing us apart are stronger than the forces 
binding us together. We’ve seen national-
ism distorted into nativism, forgotten the 
dynamism that immigration has always 
brought to America.

London, Oct. 20 (IANS): Undergraduates 
at the Oxford college where Myanmars 
de-facto leader Aung San Suu Kyi studied 
have voted to remove her name from the 
title of their junior common room because 
of her response to the Rohingya humani-
tarian crisis.

In a vote on Thursday evening, the JCR 
Committee at St. Hugh’s College resolved 
to eliminate the name of the 1991 Nobel 
Peace Prize laureate from the Aung San 
Suu Kyi Junior Common Room with im-
mediate effect.

The college earlier removed a portrait 
of  Suu Kyi. Councils in Oxford and 
London were also seeking to strip her of  
the honorary freedoms of both cities, the 
BBC reported. The motion criticised the 
“silence and complicity” in her apparent 
defence of the country’s treatment of its 
Rohingya Muslim minority, who have suf-
fered ethnic cleansing and violent attacks 
by Myanmar’s military forces.

The crisis has led to more than half a 
million Rohingya being driven out from 
northern Rakhine state into neighbouring 
Bangladesh, according to the UN.

The St. Hugh’s resolution read: “Aung 
San Suu Kyi’s inability to condemn the 
mass murder, gang rape and severe human 
rights abuses in Rakhine is inexcusable 

and unacceptable. She has gone against 
the very principles and ideals she had once 
righteously promoted.”

In 2012, Suu Kyi was celebrated with 
an honorary doctorate from Oxford and 
held her 67th birthday party at the college 
where she studied politics, philosophy and 
economics between 1964 and 1967.

But in recent months she has attracted 
increasing criticism for her response to 
the Rohingya humanitarian crisis. In Sep-
tember, the governing body of St. Hugh’s 
decided to remove a painting of her from 
its main entrance, days before the start of  
the university term and the arrival of new 
students.

At the start of  October, Oxford city 
council voted unanimously to strip the My-
anmar leader of the Freedom of the City of  
Oxford, the Guardian reported.

So far Oxford has decided not to re-
consider Suu Kyi’s honorary degree. But 
the university has expressed its “profound 
concern” over the treatment of  the Ro-
hingya minority. 

The university said it “hopes the Myan-
mar administration, led by Oxford alumna 
Aung San Suu Kyi, can eliminate discrimi-
nation and oppression, and demonstrate to 
the world that Myanmar values the lives of  
all its citizens”.

Kabul, Oct. 20 (PTI/AP): 
An Afghan official at the 
Interior Ministry says sui-
cide bombing at a Shiite 
mosque in western Kabul 
has killed at least 30 people 
and wounded 45.

Major General Alimast 
Momand says the attacker 
was on foot and walked 
into to the Imam Zaman 

Mosque today in the city’s 
Dashti Barch area where he 
detonated his explosives.

The head of  the area’s 
Isteqlal Hospital, Moham-
mad Sabir Nassib, says it has 
received the bodies of  two 
people slain in the attack as 
well as two wounded. No 
group immediately claimed 
responsibility for the attack.

Afghan official: Suicide bombing 
at Kabul mosque kills 30

activity they had uncovered.
Hillary Clinton, as secre-

tary of state, was a member 
of  the CFIUS at the time 
the deal was unanimously 
approved in October 2010.

The Washington Post 
said after Trump’s tweet on 
Thursday that “new report-
ing this week by The Hill 
has, indeed, added a layer 

of  intrigue to the sale of  a 
uranium mining company 
to Russia’s atomic energy 
agency, which was approved 
by the Clinton-led State De-
partment and eight other US 
government agencies.”

But it also pointed to 
The Hill’s assertion that cur-
rent and former government 
officials said they did not 

know whether CFIUS was 
alerted by the FBI or Justice 
Department about the evi-
dence they had uncovered.

“This is a key point ... If  
it were to turn out that Clin-
ton and others were aware 
of  the FBI’s findings - and 
ignored them - that could 
be difficult to explain,” the 
Washington Post said.

Seoul, Oct. 20 (IANS): Top nuclear envoys 
of South Korea and the US met here on Fri-
day to discuss issues concerning the North 
Korean nuclear programme.

Lee Do-hoon, South Korea’s special rep-
resentative for the Korean Peninsula peace 
and security affairs, met visiting US nuclear 
envoy Joseph Yun, according to Seoul’s For-
eign Ministry.

Lee and Yun represent their respective 
countries at the currently suspended six-par-
ty talks aimed at denuclearising the Korean 
Peninsula, Xinhua news agency reported.

The talks, which involved both the Ko-
reas, China, the US, Russia and Japan, were 
last held in late 2008.

During the bilateral meeting, the 
diplomats discussed ways to encourage 
Pyongyang to accept denuclearisation 
talks.

They shared a view that Seoul and Wash-
ington would need to cooperate with major 
countries based on close US-South Korea 
coordination, agreeing to more frequently 

and closely communicate and coordinate 
with each other to achieve complete disman-
tling of Pyongyang’s nuclear programme in 
a peaceful manner.

The meeting followed a separate dia-
logue in Seoul on Thursday between the 
South Korean diplomat and his Japanese 
counterpart Kenji Kanasugi.

A vice ministerial-level meeting had also 
been held in Seoul between South Korea, 
the US and Japan to discuss the North Ko-
rean issues ahead of US President Donald 
Trump’s visit to Northeast Asia, including 
South Korea.

Tensions ran high on the peninsula fol-
lowing the Kim Jong-un’s regime’s detona-
tion on September 3 of what it claimed was 
a hydrogen bomb. It was the sixth and most 
powerful nuclear test ever carried out by 
Pyongyang.

On September 15, Pyongyang test-fired 
an intermediate-range ballistic missile over 
Japan, but there has been no additional 
provocation reported as of now.

Islamabad, Oct. 20 (PTI): Pakistan’s ousted 
prime minister Nawaz Sharif was today in-
dicted by an anti-graft court in a third case of  
corruption related to his investments abroad 
and in other offshore companies.

Accountability Court Judge Moham-
mad Bashir charged 67- year-old Sharif  in 
absentia for holding assets beyond his known 
sources of  income, and read out a charge 
sheet to his pleader Zafir Khan.

It was one of the three cases of corrup-
tion and money laundering registered by Na-
tional Accountability Bureau (NAB) against 
Sharif and his family on September 8.

The cases were registered after the Su-
preme Court disqualified Sharif  as prime 
minister on July 28 in the Panama Papers 
scandal.

Khan on behalf  of Sharif  pleaded not 
guilty to the charges.

Sharif is in London with his ailing wife 
Kulsoom, who is suffering from throat can-
cer and has undergone three surgeries so far.

Talking to media in London yesterday, 
Sharif once again assailed his disqualifica-
tion and termed his indictment in absence 
as “murder of justice”.

He also announced to come back before 
hearing of  October 26. There were also 
reports that he would come back on Sunday.

The court in Islamabad was told that his 
sons - Hassan and Hussain - were his de-
pendents in 1989 and 1990. However, Sharif  
submitted a record of assets for Hassan from 
1990-1995, the charge sheet read.

The charge sheet observed that Sharif  
had held important positions in public office, 
including those of the chief minister and the 
prime minister.

The Accountability Court yesterday 
indicted Sharif  in the Avenfield Properties 
and Al-Azizia Company cases through his 
pleader, while charges against his daughter 
Maryam Nawaz and son-in-law Capt (retd) 
Muhammad Safdar were framed in the 
Avenfield reference in their presence.

Geneva, Oct. 20 (IANS): 
Nearly fifty-eight per cent of  
the about 600,000 Rohingya 
refugees in Bangladesh are 
children who suffer from 
severe malnutrition, a UN 
report released said.

The UN Children’s 
Fund (Unicef) report also 
said that these children were 
highly exposed to infectious 
diseases, Efe news reported.

“In a sense it’s no sur-
prise that they must truly see 
this place as a hell on earth,” 
said Simon Ingram, Unicef  
official and author of  the 
report.

Titled “Outcast and 
Desperate: Rohingya refu-
gee children face a perilous 
future” was released at a 
press conference in Geneva, 
Switzerland.

After two weeks in Cox’s 
Bazar, a southern Bang-
ladesh town where nearly 
600,000 newly arrived refu-
gees are crammed into a 
crowd of  200,000 Rohing-
yas who had fled earlier, 
Ingram described the situa-
tion fraught with “despair, 
misery and indescribable 
suffering”.

The report highlights 
the dangers these Rohingya 
minors faced during the 
attacks when they were in 
Myanmar or when they 
were fleeing the repression 
to Bangladesh.

The report also high-
lighted several drawings of  
children with uniformed 

soldiers killing people and 
helicopters spraying bullets 
from the sky.

In mid-August, the Ar-
akan Rohingya Salvation 
Army (ARSA) carried out 
a coordinated attack on se-
curity posts in Myanmar, 
sparking a violent response 
from the military which led 
to thousands of Rohingyas 
in Rakhine state fleeing to 
neighbouring Bangladesh.

Ingram explained that 
very little is known about 
what is happening in Ra-
khine, since humanitarian 
agencies have not been able 
to enter the region since 
August. Most of the refugees 
“are already undernour-
ished, since the repression 
also included the burning of  
food stores and the destruc-
tion of crops”, he said.

According to the Unicef  
estimates, one in every five 
children under the age of five 
is suffering from acute mal-
nutrition and about 14,500 
suffer severe acute malnu-
trition. Ingram explained 
that the main danger of  
infectious diseases have been 
mitigated with the vaccina-
tion campaign against chol-
era, measles and polio, but 
much remains to be done to 
tackle these risks. He added 
the situation worsened with 
the lack of  clean drinking 
water as these children con-
sumed only contaminated 
water which is another main 
source of infection.
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Bennington’s last wish: His children to stay connected
Late Linkin Park frontman Chester Benningtons last wish was for his family to stay 
together. Bennington, who committed suicide in July, requested in his will that his six 
children continue to see each other “on a regular and ongoing basis,” reports tmz.com. “I 
request that my children’s mothers or guardians encourage and allow my children to visit 
with one another and with my extended family and the extended family of my spouse on 
a regular and ongoing basis, so that my children know that they have a large and loving 
family,” Bennington said in his will. Bennington had son Jaime with former girlfriend Elka 
Brand, son Draven with wife Samantha Olit and son Tyler and daughters Lily and Lila 
with wife Talinda, as well as adopted son Isaiah, who is Brand’s child. It’s unclear how 
much money Bennington left behind for his children, but travel expenses were specified in 
the will. (IANS)

9th Music Awards of Nagaland 2017: 
Entries for nominations open

Nobody stood up for me; Lindsay Lohan on sexual assault

Oldies Night at Dimapur

Los Angeles police investigating 
sexual assault by Weinstein

TickeT raTes
Silver Rs. 80
Gold Rs. 150

Platinum Rs. 320

HILL STAR 
Movie Schedule
Hill Star is thrilled to announce its valued HillStarCinema 
fans that the hall is now live at BookMyShowIN You can 

now BUY tickets online! 

11 am, 5 pm: Secret 
Super Star (Hindi)

2 pm, 8 pm: Golmal 
Again (hindi)

T
he Native Trax Society 
in a press release has 
invited entries for 
nomination towards the 
upcoming 9th edition 

of the Music Awards of Nagaland 
(MAN). 

The release mentions that art-
ists, recording studios, producers 
or their representatives are  invited 
to submit original compositions 
recorded within Nagaland and 
released after November 1, 2016.   

It further mentions that forms 
and rules can be downloaded from 
Music Awards of Nagaland Face-
book page at www.facebook.com/
musicanagaland

No entry fees is said to be 
charged. While ‘Song of the Year’ 
is said to go for the nomination 
which secures the highest points 
based on ‘Likes’ and ‘Shares’ on 
the MAN Facebook page and t 
he number of views on the MAN 
Youtube channel. 

All entries are asked to be sub-
mitted either by email at musicana-
galand@gmail.com or via What-
sapp to 9089409715 or in person 
at the office of Native Trax at NST 
Colony, Circular Road, Dimapur.

The deadline for submission of  
entries is said to be on November 
7, 2017.  For queries regarding the 
awards or entry conditions one 
is asked to contact  9856201694/ 
8014263251/ 9089409715.    

EMN  

A
ctress Lindsay Lohan, 
who earlier defended 
accused rapist Harvey 
Weinstein, says she 
didnt receive any 

public support from “most women 
in America” when she was in an 
abusive relationship with former 
fiance Egor Tarabasov.

While over three dozen Holly-
wood actresses have accused Wein-
stein of sexual misconduct, Lohan 
took to Instagram on Wednesday 

to clarify why she stood behind the 
movie producer, reports usmaga-
zine.com. 

“Whatever anyone says, I 
am for women empowerment 
as if most women in America 
cared how I was abused by my ex 
fiance… When not one person 
stood up for me while he was abus-
ing me,” Lohan wrote alongside a 
screenshot from the movie “Parent 
Trap”.

The “Mean Girls” star accused 

Tarabasov last year of attempting 
to strangle and kill her.

“You could only imagine 
what it feels like to come out as a 
strong woman, but acknowledge 
this, we all make our own choices 
and wake up in our own beds 
in the morning. I prefer to go to 
my home and wake up alone. Be 
strong let us not blame anyone as 
karma will always takes its toll,” 
she added.

IANS

A
n ‘Oldies 
Night’ con-
cert organised 
by the Naga 
musicians 

group is scheduled to 
be held on October 21 
at Lotha Hoho Ki, D.C 
court Dimapur from 6 pm 
onwards. 

A release form one of  
the organisers mentions 
that the concert is set to 
promote the musicians 
who are living in Dimapur 
and also with a motive to 
entertain the old timers 
with some superhit hindi 
and English songs. 

Singer Oren Mozhui 
is said to be the host of  
the show while  Meren 
Tzüdir, bassist of the band 
Abiogenisis is said to be the 
coordinator of this concert. 

Various artists and 
bands are said to be taking 
part at the oldies night. 

EMN 

The Los Angeles police 
is investigating a pos-
sible sexual assault 
case against Holly-

wood producer Harvey Wein-
stein -- the first one involving 
him in the city.

According to police spokes-
man Sal Ramirez, the depart-
ment has interviewed a sexual 
assault victim who reported an 
incident that occurred in 2013, 
reports independent.co.uk.

Ramirez says the investiga-
tion is going on and he could 
not answer any questions 
about when the interview or 
incident took place. 

Police in New York and 
London are also investigating 
the allegations of  sex abuse in 
those cities over Weinstein. 

Weinstein has been ac-
cused of  sexual harassment 
or abuse by more than three 
dozen women, including 
several top actresses including 
Gwyneth Paltrow and Ange-
lina Jolie. 

Several of  the incidents, 
according to the victims, 
happened at hotels in Beverly 
Hills, which does not have 
an open investigation into 
Weinstein. 

IANS

Each entry must include: 
i. A signed and filled up entry 

form. 
ii. An Audio song / music video 

(or the audio/ video link)
iii. Lyrics (Entries in Hindi/ lo-

cal dialect should include an 
English translation) 

iv. Artist/ Band profile with a 
photograph. 

Don’t know if I’ll become full-time 
actress in future   — Zaira Wasim

A
ll of 16, the star of  
“Secret Superstar” 
Zaira Wasim says 
she isn’t sure if  she 
wants to become a 

full-time actress when she grows up.
After her “Dangal” act, Zaira has 

won praises galore for her role in her 
latest movie “Secret Superstar”, in which 
she is seen as an aspiring singer.

Zaira, who comes from Kashmir, 
says she did not grow up watching 

Hindi films much and had no desire 
to become an actress.

“I still do not know if  I am 
going to become an actress in 
future as a serious full-timer, 
but every time when I act, I try 
to deliver my best... Both the 
films that I have done offer 
beautiful stories,” Zaira told 
IANS here.

Both “Dangal” and “Secret 
Superstar” have one more 
person in common -- super-
star Aamir Khan. But Zaira’s 
performance was not overshad-
owed in any way.

Recalling her audition for 
“Dangal”, she said: “I did not 
go there with any expectation, 
but with a curious mind to 
explore and know what is acting 
and how they audition. Rest was 
a process and I think I am one of  
the luckiest children who got the 
best opportunity. And then working 

with AK (Aamir Khan) twice... I 
am blessed.”

So how well does she handle her 
new celebrity status and recognition, 
especially when people walk up to her 

with selfie requests?
“Oh yes, I want to share this. So, we 

all know that my hair was cut for ‘Dan-
gal’ and my look was different, right? 

One day, a fellow came to me with a 
mobile phone, saying, ‘Arrey bhaiya, aap 
woh Aamir Khan waale picture me thhe 
na? Ek photo le le?’ I mean because of  
my short hair, that guy calls me brother? 
I mean my first fan... and bhaiya?”

However, according to her, the feeling 
of  recognition is always overwhelming. 

“They look at me with so much love 
and affection and appreciate me for my 
work! What could be more overwhelm-
ing than this?”

Yet, the glamour and glitter of  Bol-
lywood and her newly-achieved celebrity 
status has not changed anything in Zaira 
as the youngster still finds her comfort in 
her room, lazing around on her bed and 
playing with her pet cats.

She says she’s an introvert who still 
finds it difficult to talk to the media for 
her films’ promotion.

“Nothing has changed in me, trust 
me... I can spend the whole day in a 
room with some good food, and play 
with my cats. I have three cats -- one is 
black, one white and a brown kitten. I 
love them... I keep playing with them.”

Zaira has travelled across the coun-
try with her parents, but her heart lies 
in Srinagar. She grew up with a brother, 
and says she has always been the “good 
girl”

“Seriously, you can ask my mom, 
I was such a good, silent kid who was 
never curious to touch the fire to see 
what happens. No, I was not cranky or 
irritating who was crying every now and 
then... I remained a good girl as a baby. 

“But yes, I think now I trouble her 
(mother) a little. I am a little clumsy and 
a little lazy, and my mother does not like 
that. I do not dress up, and I’m always 
tripping and falling over things... Little 
messy, you know,” she said, breaking 
into innocent laughter.

IANS

‘Golmaal Again’: Guffaws galore

sequences, colourful locales, witty 
dialogues replete with puns and in-
nuendoes, spontaneous performances, 
are what really engage you in this over-
stretched film. There is entertainment 
galore and the situations, though devoid 
of reality, evoke constant laughter.

Director Rohit Shetty succeeds in 
creating a make-believe fantasy world 
with candy floss, lots of gloss and imagi-
nary characters once again and engages 
you completely.

Ajay Devgn as Gopal is his usual 
self and has moments when he shines, 
but is not outstanding. One has seen him 
do better. It is Shreyas Talpade as Lax-

man who steals the thunder 

from the gang with his lisp and consist-
ently funny demeanour.

Arshad Warsi as Madhav is expect-
edly competent but adds nothing to his 
character. Kunal Kemmu as the other 
Laxman is a treat to watch and his en-
ergy brings alive his character on screen. 
Tusshar Kapoor as Lucky stands out in 
the scene where he is infused with Nana 
Patekar’s spirit, else with his typical 
“aaaye ae ae aii ou,” he is in his oft-seen 
avatar.

Tabu as Anna Mathew is staid and 
restrained, and her character does not 
do justice to her as an actor. Parineeti 
Chopra as Khushi looks pretty and fits 
well into the film, although she has noth-

ing much to offer by way of histrionics. 
Again, it is the script perhaps which 
limits her.

Johnny Lever as always, is his 
talented and versatile self and even 
Vrajesh Hirjee as Cobra is an extension 
of his earlier character in the “Golmaal” 
editions.

The camaraderie and comic-timing 
of the actors apart, it is the writing 
that stands out. Whether it is punning 
on words, films, songs or even Nana 
Patekar’s mimicry, the script keeps you 
tickled sufficiently, even though some of  
the situations seem trite and gimmicky. 
Particularly worth mentioning is the 
lullaby “Jamnalal Ka Nandlala, Lax-
man ka Gopala hai” sung by Laxman 
(Shreyas Talpade), which is hilarious.

The music is not extraordinary as 
there are lots of remixes and it is merely 
a deliberate attempt at giving the viewer 
a musical break.

Cinematographer Jomon T. John’s 
lens capture Ooty as well as the candy 
floss sets with accuracy and precision, 
making the viewer long to be there.

The background score has been 
effectively used to enhance the eerie and 
thrilling moments in the film.

Overall, “Golmaal Again” is one 
of the better editions of the series. It 
definitely revives your interest in the 
franchise.

IANS

W
hen you go to watch 
a Rohit Shetty film, 
especially the “Gol-
maal” series, you ex-
pect magic on screen, 

not logic. The magic of entertainment, 
albeit, sans rationality.

“Golmaal Again”, the fourth of the 
series, is a laugh-a-minute comedy about 
five orphans who are brought up in the 
Jamnadas Orphanage in Ooty. Mad-
hav (Arshad Warsi), Lucky (Tusshar 
Kapoor), Laxman (Kunal Kemmu), are 
constantly at loggerheads with Gopal 
(Ajay Devgn) and Laxman (Shreyas 
Talpade), as Gopal is petrified of dark-
ness and ghosts and the three of them 
love to take advantage of his fears and 
annoy him.

He, in turn, is hot-headed and gets 
angry easily leading him getting involved 
in scuffles.

Fed up, he along with his devoted 
friend Laxman decide to leave the 
orphanage. They become two rival gangs 
when they grow up as they have parted 
ways in childhood. However, owing to a 
common cause of avenging the wrong 
done to a fellow inmate, Khushi 
(Parineeti Chopra) whom they are 
all fond of, they all get together 
once again. This essentially 
forms the crux of this two and a 
half hour roller-coaster ride of  
comedy, adventure, thrills and 
drama.

Narrated from the point of  
view of Anna Mathew (Tabu), 
a librarian who can see ghosts 
and knows these five orphans 
and their friend Khushi from 
their orphanage days, the 
film is revealed in a non-linear 
manner.

Over-the top comedy, fast-
paced action 

Film: “Golmaal Again”; Director: Rohit 
Shetty; Cast: Ajay Devgn, Arshad Warsi, 
Tabu, Kunal Kemmu, Shreyas Talpade, 
Tusshar Kapoor, Parineeti Chopra, Johnny Le-
ver, Sanjay Mishra, Sachin Khedekar, Mukesh 
Tiwari, Neil Nitin Mukesh, Prakash Raj

Organised by Naga musicians group, 
tonight at Lotha Hoho Ki.
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Everton’s Welsh defender Ashley Williams (2nd L) is pulled away from 
Lyon players during the Europa League Group E match between the 
sides at Goodison Park in Liverpool on Oct. 19.

Winner’s of the Motocross event along with the organisers on Thursday.

Mohammad Hafeez

11

Indian Hockey players celebrate a goal during their match against Malaysia at Asia Cup hockey in Dhaka 
in on Thursday.

PTI

In-form India eye yet 
another Pakistan scalp

Neymar fined 1.2 million US 
dollars over tax case delays

South Africa 
displace India from 
top of ODI rankings7th Horsepower Challenge concludes

Pakistan’s Mohammad Hafeez 
reported for suspect bowling action

Everton ban fan who attacked Lyon player while holding child

U-17 WC: Brazil-Germany tie most anticipated

Attendance for U-17 World 
Cup crosses 1 million

Dhaka, Oct. 20 (PTI): 
High on confidence follow-
ing their impressive string 
of  performances, an in-
form India would look to 
maintain their unbeaten 
run when they take on arch-
rivals Pakistan in their third 
and final Super 4 match of  
the 10th men’s Asia Cup, 
here tomorrow.

Going by their recent 
form and domination, In-
dia, the top-ranked side in 
the tournament, will start 
as overwhelming favourites 
against the world ranked 
13 Pakistan, a nation with 
a glorious hockey history 
but currently struggling to 
get themselves back on the 
world map.

In the recent past, In-
dia have completely domi-
nated over Pakistan, and 

the Manpreet Singh-led 
side would look to continue 
their stranglehold over the 
neighbouring country.

Barring the 1-1 draw 
against Korea in their first 
Super 4 match, India have 
been in red hot form in the 
tournament, having scored 
some beautiful field goals 
and displaying what they 
are best known for, one-
touch attacking hockey.

The match against Ko-
rea seemed to have come 
as a wake-up call for the 
Indians, who are playing 
their maiden tournament 
under the new chief  coach 
Sjoerd Marijne.

The draw against Korea 
acted as the right catalyst 
for India as they came out 
all guns blazing against the 
ever- impressive Malay-

sia and routed them 6-2 in 
their second Super 4 match 
yesterday.

India are atop the table 
in Super 4 stage with four 
points from a win and a 
draw, followed by Malaysia 
(3 points), Korea (2 points) 
and Pakistan (1) from two 
games each.

And come tomorrow, a 
draw would be enough for 
India to seal their place in 
the Sunday’s summit clash 
as they enjoy a better goal 
difference than any other 
side.

But it would be easier 
said than done as there is 
nothing to lose for the Paki-
stanis, who would be keen 
to prove a point to the world 
that they should not be con-
sidered pushovers.

However, the situation 

Kolkata, Oct. 20 (IANS): 
The big-ticket Brazil-Ger-
many FIFA U-17 World 
Cup quarter-final to be 
played here on Sunday has 
sent the football crazy city 
into a tizzy prompting the 
Local Organising Commit-
tee (LOC) to bill this clash 
as “one of the most eagerly 
anticipated matches of  the 
tournament”.

“World Cup semi-final 
in 2014, Olympic final in 
2016...and the buzz in un-
believable. This is one of the 
most anticipated matches 
of the tournament,” project 
director Joy Bhattacharjya 
told IANS when quizzed 
about the craze for this 
game.

While Germany annihi-
lated Brazil 7-1 in the 2014 
World Cup in the latter’s 
lair, the Neymar-inspired 
Selecao boys returned the 
favour at the Rio Olympics 
last year to win gold.

Kolkata’s colossal Vive-
kananda Yuva Bharati Kri-
rangan, which has previous-
ly played host to Argentine 
hotshot Lionel Messi, has 
seen an average attendance 
of over 40,000 in the games 
played here. In the round 
of  16 tie between England 
and Japan, on a weekday, 
53,302 spectators turned up.

“All tickets for Sunday’s 
game were sold out well in 
advance,” a LOC official 
said.

“The buzz has increased 
expectedly after Brazil were 
drawn with Germany and 
we have been getting a num-
ber of calls from friends and 
family and also random 
people as to how tickets can 

be obtained. They just don’t 
want to believe the match 
is sold out,” the official, 
not authorised to speak on 
record, added.

The city is known to be 
torn between Brazil and Ar-
gentina whenever the World 
Cup is around and even 
when the two South Ameri-
can arch-rivals cross swords 
in friendlies or World Cup 
qualifiers.

In various pockets of  
the eastern metropolis, flags 
are unfurled and a war of  
words ensues among sup-
porters of both camps prior 
to Brazil-Argentina clashes.

Now with Argentina 
not making it to the junior 
World Cup, India’s first 
FIFA event, it is expected 
that the Samba boys will 
feel at home at the Vive-
kananda Yuva Bharati Kri-
rangan on Sunday.

“I think for us i t ’s 
a pleasure to play before 
30-40,000 people, it is no 
pressure for us,” Germany 
coach Christian Wueck had 
said when asked about the 
possibility of feeling like an 
away team.

Meanwhi le,  Brazi l 
coach Amadeu Carlos has 
said they are not thinking 
about the 7-1 loss to Ger-
many in the senior World 
Cup three years back, rather 
the focus is to take inspira-
tion from the Rio Olympic 
gold which they bagged 
avenging their World Cup 
defeat in 2016.

“We just don’t want to 
remember what happened 
in Belo Horizonte. Already 
three years have gone since 
that took place.

is far from rosy for Paki-
stan as they not only would 
have to beat India by a big 
margin to stand in with a 
chance to qualify for the 
final but their fate will also 
depend on result of  the 
other Super 4 match.

With one foot in the 
final, the Indians though 
cannot afford to take Paki-
stan lightly as they very well 
know that irrespective of  
current form, the result of  
any India-Pakistan hockey 
encounter depends on how 
well the teams handle pres-
sure and emotions on the 
turf.

But all said and done, 
the Indians are expected 
to come out with flying 
colours and any result apart 
from that would be a damp-
ener for Majirne’s boys, 
who have displayed out-
standing hockey so far in 
the tournament.

What has been the hall-
mark and most eye-catching 
thing for India in the tour-
nament is the performance 
of their forwardline.

The Indian strikers com-
prising Akashdeep Singh, 
Ramandeep Singh, SV 
Sunil, Lalit Upadhyay and 
young Gujrant Singh have 
been terrific upfront scoring 
fantastic field goals.

The Indian midfield 
have been held well by skip-
per Manpreet Singh and 
Chinglensana Singh, while 
veteran Sardar Singh has 
done exceedingly well as 
the central defender and 
the linkman between the 
midfield and the forwards.

Meanwhile in the other 
Super 4 game of  the day, 
Korea will face Malaysia.

“We prefer to recall the 
occasion when we won the 
Olympic gold medal at the 
Maracana, which was only 
a year ago. In fact, that’s 
what is fresh on our minds. 
In other words, that’s our 
inspiration and keeping us 
motivated,” Amadeu said at 
a city hotel, after the Brazil-
ian contingent’s arrival on 
Thursday evening.

Brazil are keeping track 

of how Germany have fared 
so far in the competition, 
especially how they played 
in their 4-0 bashing of Co-
lombia in the pre-quarters. 

“I have watched Ger-
many’s game against Co-
lombia and noted down the 
points that could prove to 
be critical. So, we are doing 
the kind of homework that 
needs to be done,” Amadeu 
said.

New Delhi, Oct. 20 (PTI): 
The attendance for matches 
of  the FIFA U-17 World 
Cup India 2017 breached 
the million mark in the final 
match of the Round of 16.

The cumulative total as 
of now stands at 1,007,396.

The last set of pre-quar-
terfinal matches involved 
Ghana against Niger and 
Brazil versus Honduras on 
Wednesday.

Tournament director of  
the local organising com-
mittee, Javier Ceppi said it 
would be an understatement 
to say that they are over-
whelmed by the response 
from across the country.

“We really feel that foot-
ball has taken over the coun-
try and the craze that the 
tournament has generated 
is one of  a kind. The fans 
have been fantastic and now 
India 2017 is on track to 
become the most attended 
FIFA U-17 World Cup in 
the history of  the event,” 
Ceppi said.

To ensure that as many 

seats as possible are utilised, 
the LOC is “recalling” some 
of the complimentary tickets 
given so far.

“Keeping that in mind, 
we have recalled some of the 
complimentary tickets given 
in Goa, Guwahati, Kochi 
and Navi Mumbai and will 
be opened today so that all 
football lovers in those cities 
can have an opportunity to 
watch the last matches.

“For that to happen, we 
appeal to all football fans 
and spectators to get their 
tickets and fill up the stadi-
ums on the next matches, so 
that India 2017 can leave its 
mark and have the record of  
attendance for a FIFA U-17 
World Cup.” 

The final is slated for 
October 28 and over the 
remaining nine days, the 
LOC would like to make 
this tournament the biggest 
FIFA U-17 World Cup.

The previous record of  
1,230,976 was set in the 
very first edition in China 
in 1985.

Rio de Janeiro, Oct. 20 
(IANS): A Brazilian court 
has fined footballer Ney-
mar 3.8 million reais ($1.2 
million) for attempting to 
“obstruct the continuity” of  
a tax evasion case.

The penalty applies to 
the Paris Saint-Germain 
player, his parents and three 
companies that manage his 
finances, according to the 
federal regional court, re-
ports Xinhua news agency. 

Judge Carlos Muta said 
Neymar and his representa-
tives acted in “bad faith” by 
using appeal processes to 
delay a final judgment.

Neymar’s representa-

tives were not immediately 
available for comment.

In 2015, a local court 
froze assets belonging to 
the Brazilian worth 192.7 
million reais ($607.24 mil-
lion) to ensure the payment 
of  outstanding taxes and 
possible fines.

The 25-year-old is ac-
cused of  evading 63.6 mil-
lion reais ($20.04 million) 
in taxes from 2011 to 2013 
by using front companies 
to hide the true value of his 
income.

Most of  the amount 
relates to Neymar’s contro-
versial transfer to Barcelona 
from Santos in 2013.

Dubai, Oct. 20 (PTI): 
India on Friday lost 
their numero uno sta-
tus in ICC ODI rank-
ings to South Africa 
following the Proteas’ 
win over Bangladesh 
in the second match of  
the ongoing series.

According to the 
u p d a t e d  I C C  O D I 
rankings, by virtue of  
South Africa’s 104-run 
win over Bangladesh 
in  the  second ODI 
in Paarl, the Proteas 
jumped to the top spot, 
leapfrogging India.

While India and 
S o u t h  A f r i c a  h ave 
identical 120 points 
against their names, In-
dia are placed second 
on the basis of  decimal 
points.

India had claimed 
the top spot in the ICC 
rankings  fo l lowing 
their 4-1 win over Aus-
tralia at home recently.

B u t  I n d i a  h ave 
a chance to reclaim 
their top spot as they 
host New Zealand in 
a three-match ODI se-
ries, scheduled to begin 
in Mumbai on October 

22.
Meanwhile, India 

skipper Virat Kohli has 
slipped a place to be 
at No. 2 in ODI bats-
men’s rankings, behind 
South Africa’s AB de 
Villiers. 

Another Indian to 
be ranked in top-10 is 
Rohit Sharma, who 
has also dropped down 
two spots to be at sev-
enth.

In the bowlers’ list, 
Jasprit  Bumrah and 
Axar Patel are the two 
Indians who figure in 
top-10.

Both Bumrah and 
Patel have slipped a 
position each to be at 
sixth and eighth places, 
respectively.

ODI bowlers’ table 
is topped by Pakistan’s 
Hasan Ali, who has 
moved up as many as 
six places to become 
the fifth bowler at the 
No. 1 place of  the ODI 
rankings this year.

Ali has taken nine 
wickets in the ongoing 
five-match ODI series 
against Sri Lanka so 
far.

Dimapur, Oct. 20 (EMN): The 7th 
Horsepower Challenge organised by 
Nagaland Adventure Club (NAC) 
at Agri Expo Diphupar, Dimapur 
concluded on Thursday with the 
Motocross event.
The winners of the Motocross are:
Winner in beginner’s category
1st Ketoukhriezo Whourie (Naga-

land) 
2nd Samuel Lalpamhmuaka 

(Mizoram)
3rd Akib Khan (Assam)
4th Ricky Khan (Assam)

Winners in local category
1st Amu Suohu

2nd Mesa
3rd Ketoukhriezo Whourie

Winners in novice category
1st Ankur Saikia (Assam)

2nd Mesa (Nagaland)
3rd Daithun Boro (Assam)
4th Amu Suohu (Nagaland)

Winners in expert category
1st Abdul Sahid (Assam)
2nd Sarat K Pi (kerala)

3rd Anthony Lyngdoh (Assam)

London, Oct. 20 (AFP): 
Everton on Friday banned 
a fan who appeared to try 
and strike a Lyon player 
while holding a child dur-
ing their Europa League 
tie as police probed crowd 
trouble at Goodison Park.

Thursday’s ugly scenes 
erupted after Ashley Wil-
liams barged into Lyon 
g o a l k e e p e r  A n t h o n y 
Lopes midway through 
the second half  of  the 2-1 
victory for the away side, 
sparking a melee.

That skirmish moved 
to pitch-side advertising 
hoardings, at which point 
a man carrying a child 
pushed Lopes in the head 
before hitting out at him 
again.

“Club officials have 
reviewed the footage of  
an incident that occurred 
in the 64th minute of  the 
game against Olympique 
Lyonnais where support-
ers towards the front of  
the lower Gwladys Street 
End became involved in 
a confrontation between 
players,” Everton said in 
a statement.

“We have identified 

one individual whom ac-
tion will now be taken 
against. This will include 
a ban from attending fu-
ture Everton fixtures and 
the club registering a for-
mal complaint with Mer-
seyside Police.”

The police issued their 
own statement, which 
confirmed they were also 
looking into the matter.

“Merseyside Police 

can confirm officers are 
investigating following a 
disturbance on the pitch 
during a football match 
be tween Ever ton and 
Lyon at Goodison Park 
last night, Thursday 19th 
October,” they said in a 
statement.

“Detectives will  be 
reviewing footage and 
speaking to witnesses to 
establish what, if  any, 

Dubai, Oct. 20 (AFP): 
Pakistan off-spinner Mo-
hammad Hafeez has been 
reported for a suspect 
bowling action during the 
third one-day international 
against Sri Lanka in Abu 
Dhabi, the Internation-
al Cricket Council said 
Thursday.

The ICC said the match 
officials’ report, which was 
handed over to the Pakistan 
team management, cited 
concerns about the legality 
of  the 37-year-old’s bowl-
ing action during the match 
on Wednesday.

“Hafeez’s bowling ac-
tion will now be scruti-
nised further under the 
ICC illegal bowling action 
regulations. He is required 
to undergo testing within 
14 days, and, during this 
period, Hafeez is permit-
ted to continue bowling in 
international cricket until 
the results of  the assess-
ments are known,” said an 
ICC release.

This is the third time 
that his action has been 
reported as suspect. He 

offences have been com-
mitted.”

European governing 
body UEFA is likely to 
take action after the skir-
mish and both Everton 
and their defender Wil-
liams, who was captain 
for the match, could face 
sanctions.

Fracas
Williams instigated 

the ugly scenes when he 
shoved Lopes off  the pitch 
as the goalkeeper went up 
to make a catch on the 
byline.

Numerous Lyon play-
ers reacted angrily and a 
fracas broke out involving 
players from both sides, 
with the trouble even spill-
ing into the crowd as the 
huddle reached the adver-
tising hoardings.

Williams was booked 
for his role and appeared 
fortunate to escape with 
just a caution as replays 
showed he  ra i sed  h is 
hands to Lucas Tousart’s 
face.

“It’s what happens, 
it’s football. It is what it 
is,” said Williams after 
the game. “It’s high emo-

tions. We want to win the 
game, they want to win 
the game and stuff  hap-
pens. That was just one of  
those times.”

Toffees manager Ron-
ald Koeman blamed ref-
eree Bas Nijhuis for his 
players losing their cool 
during a defeat that leaves 
Everton facing Europa 
League elimination after 
just one point from three 
games.

“I think the irritation 
grows in the game for our 
players and in my opin-
ion that was the problem 
by the referee,” Koeman 
said.

“ T h e  r e f e r e e  w a s 
Dutch but he didn’t do 
anything against the the-
atre of  some of  the Lyon 
players. (Nabil) Fekir in 
the first half  dived 10 
times. I understand with 
my players, that comes 
out of  frustration.”

It compounded an-
other miserable night for 
Ever ton and Koeman, 
who is under mounting 
pressure with his team 
having won just two of  
their previous 12 fixtures.

was first suspended from 
bowling in December 2014 
before he was cleared the 
following April.

His action was reported 
for a second time in June 
2015 and as this was his 
second suspension within 
24 months of  the initial 
suspension, he was sus-
pended from bowling in 
international cricket for 12 
months from July 2015.

On 17 November 2016 

Hafeez underwent reassess-
ment of  his bowling action 
at the National Cricket 
Centre in Brisbane and was 
allowed to resume bowling 
after his action was found 
to be legal.

Hafeez bowled eight 
overs for 39 taking one 
wicket in the match which 
Pakistan won by seven 
wickets to take an unbeat-
able 3-0 lead in the five-
match series.



The Mokokchung District Football Association and the Mokokchung Press club played an exhibition football match on October 20 at Imkong-
meren Sports Complex under the theme "football for Mokokchung". The MDFA XI won the match 5-3. Seen in the picture is the MDFA XI in 
orange and white jersey and the members of Mokokchung Press Club. 
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Goal fest in NSF Trophy: Forerunners beat 
Tangkhul Students Union 6-5 to take third place

LMSSOC: Sangzi FC 
thrash High Hill Club 3-0

3rd Kewhimia badminton tournament held

International referee to officiate in NSF final

Mokokchung District Football Association exhibition match

AR conducts friendly volleyball match 

N. Korea, Malaysia to play in neutral venue

Russia to welcome Blatter, Platini 
at 2018 World Cup in Moscow

Kezhose runs riot with four goals for Forerunners FC

Players of Forerunners FC (red) and Tangkhul Students Union in action at the Kohima local ground on Friday.

EM Images

Thumli Joyshing (second left) with the other referees at the Kohima local ground on Friday.
EM Images

The participants of the 3rd Kewhimia badminton tournament at the indoor stadium in Kohima on 
Thursday.

Match in progress between Sangzi FC and High Hill Club on Friday.

North Korea's players react after loosing an Asian Cup 2019 qualifier football match against Lebanon in 
Beirut on Oct. 10.

Michel Platini and Joseph Blatter

Our Correspondent
Kohima, Oct. 20 (EMN): 
Forerunners' 4th NAP 
Thizama outclassed Tang-
khul Student's Union Ma-
nipur 6-5 to claim the third 
place of the 18th NSF Mar-
tyrs’ Memorial Trophy here 
at the Kohima local ground 
on Friday.

In an eleven goal thriller, 
Kezhose ran riot with four 
goals as Forerunners nar-
rowly scraped past Tangkhul 
Student's Union to end their 
tournament with a win and 
claimed the third place in the 
tournament.

Franky Hungshi’s hat-
trick was not enough for the 
Tangkhul side as they failed 
to beat Forerunners in a 
nervy encounter.

With the win, 3rd place 
Forerunners FC will walk 
home with Rs 50,000 and 
4th place Tangkhul Students 
Union will receive a cash 
award of Rs 30,000.

With four goals in a 
match, talisman Kezhose be-
came the highest goal scorer 
of the tournament with 14 
goals from 5 matches and 
Lima of Nagaland Police is 
trailing behind with 7 goals 

from 4 matches.
During the match, 

Mathew Kezhose opened 
the scoring for Forerunners 
FC in the 3rd minute as Soi-
ham latches a through ball 
into Kezhose path; he went 
past the defenders to score 
the first goal. Within three 
minutes time, Peimi Kasar 
conceded an own goal as 
Soiham shot was deflected 
by the defender into its own 
net to give Forerunners dou-
bled the lead.

However, Franky Hun-
gshi pulled back a goal 
through a header in the 14th 

minute for the Tangkhul 
side.

Talisman Kezhose was 
on the score-sheet again as 
the defenders failed to clear 
the ball and was left un-
marked as he netted the sec-
ond goal in the 24th minute.

The  soggy  g round 
helped Hungshi of  Tang-
khul to net his second goal 
in the 45th minute to end the 
first half with 3-2 in favour 
of Forerunners.

Forerunners were paid 
for their slow start as the 
coach decided to change 
his strategy by fielding his 

A Naga from Manipur, who 
holds the distinction of  be-
ing the first among the Nagas 
to become an international 
referee in football, will be of-
ficiating the final match of  the 
18th NSF Martyrs’ Memorial 
Trophy on Saturday.

25-year-old Thumli Joysh-
ing, who hails from Mosang 
Naga community, arrived in 
the state capital on Friday 
along with three other referees 
from Manipur.

The three other referees 
-  Pheiroijam Lanthoiba, L. 
Rojit Meitei, and Md. Suaib 
Khan, are also associated ref-
erees of  All India Football 

Federation, this was informed 
by the organisers of  the tour-
nament.  

Joyshing officiated the first 
international match between 
the Islamic Republic of  Iran 
and Nepal at Tajikistan and in 
the year 2017.

Thumli was selected for 
Project Future Asia Referee. 
He was also selected for pro-
fessional games match officials 
an organisation developing 
referees for English Premier 
League in collaboration with 
All India Football Federation 
and Indian Super League held 
at Mumbai from October 8 
to 11.

Moscow, Oct. 20 (IANS): 
Russia will be glad to wel-
come former FIFA Presi-
dent Joseph Blatter and 
former UEFA President 
Michel Platini, both of  
whom have been disquali-
fied from their posts due 
to graft, to attend the 2018 
FIFA World Cup, Kremlin 
Spokesman Dmitry Pes-
kov said on Friday.

While commenting 
on reports about Russian 
President Vladimir Putin 
inviting the two to attend 
the World Cup, Peskov 
said that "the World Cup 
is a huge celebration of  
football and all guests will 
be welcome to attend it, 
including old friends."

"As you know, Putin 
has long friendly relations 
with Blatter and he also 
knows Platini well. We 

Dimapur, Oct. 20 (EMN): 
The 3rd Kewhimia bad-
minton tournament was 
held on Thursday, Oct. 
19 at the Indoor Stadium, 
Kohima. The annual event 
was organised by the Ke-
whimia Badminton Club 
with 52 participants in 
three different categories, 
viz Men's double, junior 

mixed double and veteran 
men. In the Men's double 
event Azo Solo and Kenei-
sezo Dzüvichü emerged as 
the champions beating the 
duo of  Keviselhou Sek-
hose and Atsüu Miachieo.

In the junior mixed 
d o ub l e s  M e nuosa tuo 
Mepfhüo and Nguluon-
uo Miachie-o beat Kel-

houkhrietuo Suokhrie and 
Khriepekreinuo Rutsa in 
the final. 

The prizes were later 
given away to the win-
ners by Er. Kevizatuo 
Miachieo, State Informa-
tion Comissioner and Er. 
Pelezotuo Miachieo EE 
(electrical) School Educa-
tion.

Dimapur, Oct. 20 (EMN): 
Sangzi FC defeated High 
Hill Club by 3-0 on day 12 
of  the 25th edition of  the 
Loyem Memorial Senior 
Soccer Open Champion-
ship on Friday. The first 
and second goal for Sangzi 
FC was scored by Jonnny 
jersey no. 10 in the 9th 
and 39th minute and the 
third goal was scored by 
Kumpise in the 47th min-
ute. Francis jersey no.7, 

the captain of  Sangzi FC 
missed the penalty in the 
earlier part of  first half  
and he was also awarded 
a yellow card in the 33rd 
minute by the match ref-
eree.

The second match end-
ed in a 1-1 draw played 
between Donching Yang-
mai FC ‘A’ and 3rd NAP 
Battalion. The first half  
remained goalless and in 
the second half  Aolen 

jersey no. 16 drew the first 
breakthrough for Donch-
ing Yangmai FC ‘A’ in the 
33rd minute. However, 
Phenyang jersey No. 12 
scored the equaliser for 3rd 
NAP Battalion in the 38th 
minute. 
Saturday’s matches

1st match - Genesis FC vs 
Lungdon FC at 12 noon

2nd match - Mt. Pongen FC 
vs United Tsg Tornados at 

1:30 pm.

young team in the second 
half, with Kezhose as a cen-
tral defender.

The scrappy defense 
handed Tangkhul side for 
Franky Hungshi to com-
plete his hat-trick in the 51st 
minute and equalised the 
scoreline with Forerunners 
3-3.

Forerunners fought 
back and managed to take 
the lead again in the 59th 
minute through Soiham’s 
spot-kick conversion after a 
penalty was conceded inside 
the area by a defender.

With the match going 
in favour of  Forerunners 
FC, Kezhose conceded a 
penalty for a foul inside the 
area handing Tangkhul the 
equaliser in the 88th minute 
as Thotthan Mung coolly 
converted the spot-kick.

The extra time saw three 
goals in the thriller with 
Kezhose scoring two more 
goals in the 92nd and 104th 
minute respectively. Nin-
gam Vanyuinbou did score 
a consolation goal in the 
99th minute but Forerun-
ners FC won the match 
with a lead at the end of the 
final whistle. Meanwhile, in 
the valedictory programme, 
K.Therie, president of Na-
galand Pradesh Congress 
Committee will grace the 
occasion as the guest of  
honor. 
Final match (Saturday) at 
1 pm
Nagaland Police Red vs Barak 

FC

will definitely be glad to see 
them in Moscow," Peskov 
told reporters.

Former President of  
the International Federa-
tion of  Football Associa-
tions (FIFA) Joseph Blatter 
said earlier that Putin had 
invited him to attend the 

2018 World Cup scheduled 
to be held in Russia. 

According to Blatter, 
former President of  the 
Union of  European Foot-
ball Associations (UEFA) 
Michel Platini had also 
received such an invitation.

Blatter and Platini 

Dimapur, Oct. 
20  (EMN):  36 
A s s a m  R i f l e s 
under the aegis 
of  Headquarters 
IGAR (N) con-
ducted a friendly 
volleyball match 
b e t w e e n  t h e 
youths of  Athi-
bung village and 
troops of  Assam 
Rif les  at  Athi -
bung on Oct. 18.
The aim of  the 
event was to fos-
ter the spirit of  
spor t smanship 
a n d  b r i n g  o u t 
the budding tal-
ent amongst the 
youth.

Kuala Lumpur, Oct. 20 
(AFP): Asian Cup quali-
fiers between Malaysia and 
North Korea will take place 
at a neutral venue next 
month after a diplomatic 
row and nuclear tensions 
repeatedly delayed the first 
leg, football officials said 
Friday.

North Korea's home 
match was postponed 
twice after the murder of  

the North Korean leader's 
half-brother in Malaysia in 
February sent tensions soar-
ing. It was finally due to go 
ahead earlier this month in 
Pyongyang but was delayed 
again after Kuala Lumpur 
banned travel to North Ko-
rea as global alarm grew 
at the regime's weapons 
programme.

"In the interests of com-
petition fairness, it has been 

decided that both matches 
between the two countries 
will be played at the same 
neutral venue," the Asian 
Football Confederation 
(AFC) said.

The first leg will take 
place on November 10 and 
Malaysia's "home" game 
will be November 13, the 
AFC said.

G ene ra l  s ec re ta r y 
Windsor John told AFP 

were disqualified from 
their posts amid corrup-
tion scandals. The Swiss 
Attorney General's office 
brought charges against 
Blatter regarding misap-
propriation and criminal 
mismanagement, while 
US federal prosecutors 
indicted 14 top-level FIFA 
officials in connection with 
wire fraud, money laun-
dering and racketeering, 
which resulted in Blatter's 
removal from office.

Platini was accused of  
accepting a "disloyal pay-
ment" of  $2 million from 
Blatter, prompting FIFA's 
independent ethics com-
mittee to ban him from 
international soccer for 
eight years.

Blatter and Platini have 
been banned for six and 
four years respectively.

the AFC was looking at 
China and Southeast Asian 
countries to host the games 
and they were hoping to 
make a decision next week.

The game was original-
ly scheduled for March 28, 
but was deferred because of  
the row over the murder of  
Kim Jong-Nam as he was 
about to board a flight at a 
Malaysian airport.

Kim's assassination 
sparked a diplomatic cri-
sis which saw both coun-
tries banning each other's 
citizens from leaving, and 
withdrawing their ambas-
sadors. Tensions have since 
eased. The fixture was 
rescheduled to June 8 in 
Pyongyang but then moved 
again to the next best avail-
able date in the internation-
al football calendar, which 
fell on October 5.

But escalating tensions 
on the Korean peninsula 
forced Malaysia to delay 
the match yet again.


