
Some of the women farmers honoured by North East Network, Nagaland on Monday. 

NSG Commandos show their skills to counter terror attacks during their 33rd Raising Day function on the NSG Campus in 
Manesar near Gurugram on Monday.
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Gangtok 25° 12°

Guwahati 33° 21°

Imphal 33° 21°

Itanagar 30° 19°

Shillong 26° 15°

Delhi 36° 22°

Kolkata 34° 25°

Chennai 34° 25°

 Max:  Min:
KOHIMA 26° 17°
DIMAPUR 31° 21°
 RF:  RH:
KOHIMA 4mm 91%
DIMAPUR 1mm 90%
* Rainfall (RF) * Relative humidity (RH)
Temperature in State Capitals

WEATHER
TEMPERATURE

RNI NO. NAGENG/2002/07906VOL. XVI  NO.  283  | PAGES 12  ` 4/-      DIMAPUR, TUESDAY, OCTOBER 17, 2017

HIV+ woman tells her story of stigma and 
discrimination; and how she overcame it

‘Wokha district facing 90% 
deficiency in food production’ 

Dimapur Naga women 
to pray for reconciliation  

HRD minister in 
Kohima on October 17

Free the Press – 
Nagaland newspapers  

Kandi residents warn of NH 2 blockade 

Kohima BJP workers refute 
claim of mass resignation 

ANI Nagaland disclaims 
Rohingya attack news

Phek honours 19 women farmers on World Food Day 

EastErn Mirror

Atono Tsükrü
Kohima, Oct. 16 (EMN): 
Due to misconceptions 
associated with HIV and 
AIDS, people living with 
HIV (PLHIV) are con-
demned to live lives many 
have referred to as ‘death 
sentence’. Existing ‘stere-
otyped societal norms’ 
become an obstacle for the 
PLHIV to live a fulfilling 
life like any other person.

While many thinks be-
ing HIV+ means ‘the end 
of  life’, here is a story of  a 
woman breaking free from 
the fear of  stigma and dis-
crimination and deciding 
to “narrate her journey” 
from the day she was diag-
nosed HIV+, and the im-
pact it would have in her 
life since. 

Twenty-nine year old 
*Mary (not real name) 
from Tuensang district 
voluntarily came forward 
to share her story as she 
chooses to speak rather 
than wallow in self-pity to 
be a voice for other wom-
en living with HIV. 

Her eyes glistened as 
she shared her story with 
Eastern Mirror but did 
not break down even once 
as she narrated how her 
husband of  two-and-half  

years and relatives aban-
doned her when she was 
tested positive in 2016. 

Mary, who relocated 
to Kohima after her mar-
riage in 2014, came to 
know of  her status – when 
they were trying to con-
ceive – through a routine 
test done in the hospital. 
At first, she said, she was 
‘shocked, scared, sad and 
angry’ with everything but 
later came to accept her 
fate. 

However, she recalled, 
her husband’s attitude to-
wards her changed soon 
after and starting leav-
ing her alone at home 
for weeks together. Later 
when she left home to visit 
her parents in the village, 
her brother-in-law was 
sent to arrange a ‘secret 
divorce’ with her parents. 

When she tried to rea-
son with her husband and 
his family, she was bluntly 
told not to come back say-
ing ‘they cannot accept her 
as she is HIV+ and (was) 
free to live her own life.’

The next chapter of  
her nightmares began – 
struggling to overcome all 
the obstacles associated 
with HIV. After she re-
turned to Kohima, as luck 

Life is the art of drawing 
without an eraser. 

~ John W. Gardner
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would have it, Mary came 
to know through a friend 
about Vihaan, an NGO 
based in Kohima who 
fight for the rights and sur-
vival of  PLHIVs.

With the help of  Vi-
haan, she began a legal 
battle with her husband’s 
family in the “Family 
High Court”. At first she 
was threatened with ‘dire 
consequences’, and later 
offered a bribe of  Rs. 5 
lakh by the husband’s fam-

ily to withdraw the case. 
They even tried to force 
her to sign a blank affida-
vit, she said. 

Though her husband’s 
family failed to turn up in 
the first and second trial, 
however, with the sup-
port of  Vihaan members 
and the lawyers involved, 
her case was successfully 
closed in August this year 
with the court ruling the 
husband to pay her alimo-
ny of  Rs 5000 per month. 

She shared how at one 
point of  time she was left 
without even a single ru-
pee in her pocket and how 
she has lived at one home 
to another doing house-
hold chores, and on bor-
rowed money. 

Even her own family 
deserted her, she recalled, 
leaving her to fight alone. 
A cousin who came from 
the village also ‘ditched 
her halfway’, she said. 

When asked why she 
had decided to come out 
to tell her story, Mary said 
she doesn’t want to remain 
silent anymore but voice 
out and set an example to 
other women who might 
be going through the same 
ordeal. 

One day, she hoped to 
be on a stage and openly 
share both her ‘ordeal and 
success story’ to the ‘whole 
world’. Currently, she is 
involved with Vihaan Care 
and Support contributing 
in whatever ways she can.

Vihaan Programme 
Officer, Shan Ezung while 
appreciating the courage 
of  this woman lamented 
that though there are many 
such cases, the ‘clients’ do 
not come forward to speak 
out their rights for fear of  

stigma and discrimination.
Ezung informed that 

Vihaan Care and Sup-
port was at hand to help 
and support PLHIVs for 
24 hours to deliver justice 
through Discrimination 
Response Team (DRT) 
implemented by KNP+ 
(district level network) 
comprising of  seven com-
mittee members. The 
services, he informed, are 
free.

It was informed that 
out of  the total registered 
6187 People Living with 
HIV (PLHIV) as on Au-
gust 2017, Dimapur dis-
trict topped the list with 
2583 PLHIVs followed 
by Kohima with 1175 PL-
HIVs.

For many women liv-
ing with HIV, the impact 
are enormous where there 
are instances, as told by 
Ezung, they face stigma 
and discrimination in her 
household by being denied 
entry into the kitchen, 
making her use separate 
dishes and utensils etc. 

Mary’ story is indeed 
not a story of  self-pity and 
misery but of  courage, sur-
vival and – most impor-
tantly – hope, despite the 
circumstances.

Dimapur, Oct. 16 (EMN): 
Wokha district is suffering 
a 90% deficiency in food 
production, according to 
a report filed by the state 
government’s Department 
of  Information and Public 
Relations (DIPR) on Mon-
day. 

“In spite of  the district 
exporting agricultural and 
allied production unit the 
district is facing 90% defi-
ciency in food production 
according to survey report, 
which need to be given im-
mediate attention, stated 
SMS (Agri. Extension) 
KVK, BL Mhalo while 
speaking on the theme 
‘Change the future of  mi-
gration. Invest in food 
security and rural devel-
opment’ on the (occasion 
of) World Food Day at 
the conference hall of  the 
district agriculture office 
Wokha on 16th October 

Dimapur, Oct. 16 
(EMN): Nineteen women 
farmers were honoured in 
recognition of  their ‘role 
and contribution in ensur-
ing food and nutritional 
securities in their commu-
nities’ during an event to 
observe World Food Day 
at Chizami village in Phek 
district. The event was 
organised by North East 
Network, Nagaland. 

According to a state-
ment from the organisers, 
130 women farmers  from 
Phek district, village lead-
ers, district administra-
tion and officials from the 
department of  Horticul-
ture, Rural Development 
(RD), KVK- ICAR Porba 
and National Agriculture 
Bank for Rural Develop-
ment (NABARD) par-
ticipated in the event. The 
theme of  the event was: 
‘Strengthening local food 
and farming systems – a 
call for action. 

Seno Tsuhah welcom-
ing the gathering high-

lighted on the role of  rural 
communities in ensuring 
food and nutritional secu-
rities. Stating that the rate 
of  rural-urban migration 
in Nagaland is increasing 
rapidly, she said that if  the 
trend is not checked it will 
become unhealthy for the 
society. 

To address the issue, 
she asserted that food 
and farming policies of  
the government need to 
be relooked and re-strat-
egised. The solution lays 
in strengthening local 
food and farming systems 
which requires the con-
certed effort of  diverse 
stakeholders particularly 
the government, she said. 

Guest of  Honour Kovi 
Meyase, the deputy com-
missioner of  Phek, in his 
inaugural speech stated 
that despite the many ad-
vancements made by hu-
man civilization, hunger 
and poverty remains to be 
addressed. 

Reiterating on the 

2017,” read the DIPR report.  
The official was reported as 

sharing that the event promotes 
worldwide awareness and action 
for those who suffer from hunger, 
and for the need to ensure food se-
curity and nutritious diets for all. 
“The focus of  the day is that food 
is a basic and fundamental human 
right. She said Food and Agricul-
ture Organization plays an im-
portant role in addressing the root 
cause of  internal and international 
migration and displacement and 
in harnessing the developmental 
potential of  migration especially 
in terms of  food security and pov-
erty reduction.”

ADC, WokhaThavaseelan 
(IAS) who graced the occasion as 
the chief  guest said that the focus 
must be to eradicate hunger and 
malnutrition. He also stated mi-
gration is part of  the process of  de-
velopment as economies undergo 
structural transformation and the 
people search for better employ-
ment opportunities within and 
across countries. 

“The challenges are to ad-
dress the structural drivers of  large 
movements of  people to make 
safe, orderly and regular. In this 
way, migration can contribute to 
economic growth and improve 
food security and rural livelihoods, 
thus advancing countries progress 
in achieving the sustainable devel-
opment goals.”

Dimapur, Oct. 16 (EMN): The Naga Women Hoho 
Dimapur (NWHD) has chosen October and Novem-
ber as months of  prayer “for Naga national political 
groups to unite for early solution and the state gov-
ernment to reconcile and lead the Nagas to early so-
lution”. According to a statement from the NWHD 
on Monday, the decision was in consonance with the 
“concept” of  the organisation’s forthcoming golden 
anniversary: ‘forgive and reconcile’. 

“Naga women in general have vital role to play at 
this juncture, our role to pray and fast for our leaders 
especially the team of  FNR to bring acceptable solu-
tion to all Nagas,” the statement read. It also informed 
that its golden anniversary would be celebrated on 
November 24 next, at Dimapur District Sports Com-
plex on the theme ‘the year of  liberty’. 

Dimapur, Oct. 16 (EMN): Union Minister of  
State for Human Resource Development, Upendra 
Kushwaha will “participate” at the MUDRA (Micro 
Units Development and Refinance Agency) promo-
tion campaign event scheduled on October 17 at Capi-
tal convention Centre, Kohima.

This was informed through a statement from the 
Press Information Bureau, government of  India is-
sued on Monday.                            (Related report on Page 3)

Dimapur, Oct. 16 (EMN): Seven newspapers in Na-
galand have, once again, issued a statement to inform 
the public “about the constant intimidation, pressure 
and coercion perpetuated against the fourth pillar of  
democracy through its media houses.”

A joint statement from seven newspapers – Naga-
land Page, Nagaland Post, Eastern Mirror, Tir Yimy-
im, Capi, Ao Milen and The Morung Expres – have 
reasoned that they have been “compelled” to inform 
the readers of  the threats and intimidations. 

(Read full statement on Page 3)  

Dimapur, Oct. 16 (EMN): An 
organisation representing the 
residents of  Kandi in Tseminyu 
division has warned of  “a ban on 
National Highway 2” if  the state 
government fails to act on an ul-
timatum submitted earlier this 
month. 

The Kandi Public Union is-
sued a press statement on Monday 
reminding the state government 
that it has submitted a number 

of  representations concerning 
the construction of  “BDO office 
building at Chunlikha which was 
inaugurated on 29.2.2012”. 

Work order for the project 
was issued to the firm ‘JK & Sons 
Constructions’ on November 11, 
2016, it informed. “But no action 
was taken up as requested so the 
Kandi Public Union submitted an 
ultimatum to the government of  
Nagaland on 6.10.2017 to direct 

the contractors to start the con-
struction within 15 days at the in-
auguration site. 

“Till date, there is no sign of  
construction. So the Kandi Pub-
lic Union is compelled to impose 
a ban on National Highway 2 as 
and when the date line expires. 
The Kandi Public Union will not 
be held responsible even if  it cre-
ates inconvenience to the public in 
general,” the statement read.  

Dimapur, Oct. 16 (EMN): Seven officials represent-
ing three different assembly constituencies of  Kohima 
district BJP unit have refuted the claim that the dis-
trict’s party workers have resigned en masse. 

The seven officials issued a statement on Monday 
seeking to “clarify” the news report. It was signed by 
the respective presidents of  9th Kohima Town A/C, 
11th Northern Angami II A/C, 14th Southern Anga-
mi I A/C, 14th Southern Angami II A/C; vice presi-
dent, and two executive members of  11th Northern 
Angami II A/C. “We the undersigned officials attend-
ed the meeting but did not agreed (sic) to step down or 
resign en mass (sic). We signed in the attendance reg-
ister but did not signed any resolution copy also did 
not adopt any resolution (sic). Hence, Kohima district 
BJP workers resign en mass (sic) is totally false and 
misleading the public,” they stated while expressing 
confidence on the leadership of  Visasolie Lhoungu, 
the President of  BJP Nagaland.

Dimapur, Oct. 16 (EMN): The Nagaland bureau 
of  the Asian News International (ANI) has issued a 
clarification on Monday disclaiming being the source 
of  the recent viral fake news that Rohingya militants 
attacked Nagaland.  “The particular news was manu-
factured in Delhi solely based on the fake viral news 
in social media without even consulting the Nagaland 
bureau but came with Kohima dateline,” the press re-
lease stated. The bureau came to know about it only 
when it appeared in local dailies, the note stated. 

“ANI office has apologised saying that they have 
done the story based on BSF sources,” it added.

global theme, he pointed 
that people across the 
world are migrating not 
by choice but by cir-
cumstance. Therefore he 
stressed on the need to 
develop a roadmap for 
sustainable agriculture 
and food production. Lo-
cal and indigenous food 
can contribute in address-
ing hunger and poverty 
and this can be leveraged 

through community ex-
tension services, he said.

Further he stressed on 
importance of  education 
for creating greater aware-
ness in strengthening local 
food systems – produc-
tion, value addition and 
marketing.  Rural women 
have the potential to sus-
tain local food production 
and building a resilient 
community, the DC said. 

In the session on ‘Pro-
motion and Support for 
Local food and Farming 
System’, testimonies on 
challenges and concerns 
of  the farming communi-
ty were shared by women 
farmers. Emerging issues 
were climate change and 
its impact on food securi-
ty, shortage in agricultural 
labour, absence of  support 
for indigenous and native 

seeds, promotion of  cash 
crops by government, lack 
of  remunerative price for 
local and organic prod-
ucts, the increasing use of  
chemical pesticides and 
fertilizers and its impact 
on soil fertility and shrink-
ing agricultural lands, ac-
cording to the organisers. 

In response, Razouvo-
lie Dozo, Project Director 
of  RD shared that it has its 
focus to reduce migration 
by investing in rural liveli-
hoods. He mentioned that 
in every programme of  
RD, 30% participation of  
women is mandatory and 
therefore women’s par-
ticipation is necessary in 
all planning and decision 
making processes and ac-
tivities. 

Moalemba, District 
Horticulture officer com-
mended the concept of  
community seed banks, 
stating that such practise 
should be encouraged and 
replicated in other com-
munities. He supported 

organic farming and pro-
vided information on vari-
ous methods for pests and 
disease control. 

“In the session ‘Ad-
dressing Barriers To 
Rights And Entitlements 
For Women’, women 
farmers raised various 
challenges and barriers 
faced in relation to market 
access, post harvest man-
agement and processing 
technologies, reduction of  
work drudgery, access to 
women friendly tools and 
technology, trainings and 
information and access 
to capital and credit,” ac-
cording to the organisers.

In response, Imsunaro, 
DDM, NABARD high-
lighted on the importance 
of  awareness and sensiti-
zation of  women on finan-
cial literacy and financial 
products such as KCC. 
Esther T Longkumer, 
KVK-ICAR shared about 
the interventions of  KVK 
and various programmes 
available for farmers.



‘Girl child has potential to transform society’ 
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DC Longleng, Y Denngan Avennoho Phom serving refreshment to girls during the Beti Bachao Beti Padhao 
culmination programme.

NCF Chennai Praise & Worship team with dignitaries during the annual worship programme.

Home Guards & Civil Defence personnel demonstrating disaster management modus operandi to NCC 
cadets at Sainik School Punglwa.

Levi Rengma flags-off the ambulance service during the sanitation campaign at Tesophenyu village.

Seen in the picture are resource persons during the induction and orientation programme.

DC Wokha Wezope Kenye along with other officials and village functionaries of Green village, New Riphyim Wokha.

DC & Vice Chairman DPDB, Kohima Rejest Soundararajan speaking at 
the DPDB meeting.

DoSE notifies in-service 
elementary teachers
Directorate of School Education (DoSE) has notified 
all in-service elementary teachers (Std. I-VIII) to 
attend a one day workshop/ orientation on learning 
outcome at their respective EBRC centres on Oct. 21, 
9 a.m. positively. Principal Director Smita Sarangi has 
informed that absentees will be seriously viewed. 
For any query one may contact respective EBRC 
co¬ordinators/ principals, DIETS

Parliamentary quiz and youth 
parliament contest
State level parliamentary quiz and youth parliament 
competition will be held under the theme “Youth in 
strengthening democracy,” on Oct. 20, 10 a.m. at ATI 
Imagine hall, Kohima. Minister for School Education & 
Parliamentary Affairs, Tokheho Yepthomi will grace the 
event as chief guest.

BS&G Wokha to induct new team 
The Bharat Scouts & Guides (BS&G) Wokha will 
be organising an induction programme of new 
members to the fold on Oct. 20, 2:30 p.m. at Deputy 
Commissioner’s conference hall, Wokha. DC cum 
president BS&G, Wokha Wezope Kenye will grace 
the function as chief guest. The Wokha District 
BS&G Association informed all district officials, scout 
masters, guide captains and scouts & guides cadre to 
attend the programme in full uniform.

RMSA to organise 3rd State Level 
Kala Utsav competitions
RMSA will be organising the 3rd State level Kal Utsav 
competitions, under the theme “Living traditions of 
arts on music, visual arts, dance and theatre,” on Oct 
17, 10:30 a.m. at Dr. Neilhouzhu Kire GHSS, Seikhazou, 
Kohima. Secretary to the Government of Nagaland, 
Department of School Education Neposo Theluo will 
be grace the event as chief guest.

NPYC presidential council meet
Nagaland Pradesh Youth Congress (NPYC) has 
convened a presidential council meet on Oct. 9, 11 
a.m. at president’s chamber NPYC Bhawan, Kohima. All 
the executives and president of District Youth Congress 
have been requested to attend positively.

News iN Brief

Zbt. town jubilee committee notifies

NCF Chennai holds praise 
and worship programme

NSCN (R) discharges one cadre

Wokha observes ‘Village Well-Being and Cleanliness Fortnight’ 

Levi donates ambulance to PHC Tesophenyu 

Job seekers oriented in career development

Kohima, Mon hold monthly DPDP meet

NCC combined annual training camp at Sainik School 

ily, he said it is high time 
for parents to treat both the 
genders within the family 
equally.

He also voiced on giv-
ing of  special opportunities 
to daughters and sisters 

in families, which he said 
would eradicate discrimi-
nation against women from 
the community. He opined 
that providing quality edu-
cation would help the girls 
to exercise their potentiality 

and would earn them love 
and respect in the society. 
Nuklu appealed girls to 
understand their rights and 
raise their voice in the fam-
ily and society. 

In order to create aware-

Weather forecast in other Districts 
Max Min DP rh rf

WoKha 23.2 18.2 20 93 NIL

ZBt 21.3 16.7 19 93 NIL

Mon 29 22 20.4 90 NIL

TUENSANG 22 18 18.4 89 NIL

MKG 24.4 18 20.6 90 8.4

PheK 4.2 18.4 19.6 86 NIL

KiPhire 26 21 20.9 95 NIL

SECHÜ ZUBZA 25 18.5 21.8 80 2

LONGLENG 17.8 13 9.0 56 NIL

TSEMINYU 24 20 20.7 98 2

JALUKIE 26 24 22.6 92 NIL

MANGKOLEMBA 30 23.6 25.1 94 4.8

*Dew Point (DP) *Relative Humidity (RH) * Rainfall (RF)

Source: Department of Soil & Water Conservation, Nagaland 

ness to empower women in 
the society, Nuklu also 
suggested and requested 
the District Task Force 
to organise seminars and 
workshops for men folk 
and adopt special schemes 
for girl child. The same he 
said should be judiciously 
utilize for the uplift of  a 
girl child. 

The  De puty  Com-
missioner Longleng Y 
Denngan Avennoho Phom 
gave away the prizes to 
winners of  essay, poem and 
slogan competition. 

The highlights of  the 
programme were voice of  
girl’s child by Chubum, 
a student of  Mt. Carmel 
School; special number 
by Longleng Town Baptist 
Church Youth; and cultural 
activities by Good Shep-
herd School. Pastor LTBC 
offered a special prayer for 
girl child.

Dimapur, Oct. 16 (EMN): As a part of  
platinum jubilee celebration, Zunheboto 
Town Platinum Jubilee Organising Com-
mittee has informed that the committee will 
be organising a walkathon under the theme 
“Walk the talk” on Oct. 28 and inter-school 
speech competition under the theme “My 
vision of  Zunheboto town by 2030.” The 
rally will be flagged off  by Col. Keishan 
Debendra while SP, Zunheboto Krodi 
Rhetso will grace the inter-school speech 
competition as guest of honour.

Media Cell of the committee informed 
that winner of the contest will be given an 
opportunity to present his/ her speech on 
the opening day of the jubilee celebration 
which has been scheduled on Nov. 13 and 
14th. It also informed that allotment of  
stalls for the jubilee is open for booking. 
Sale of alcohol and gambling stalls will not 
be allowed. Further, the committee invited 
interested local artists for the open air con-
cert, scheduled to be held on Nov. 14 to 
submit their names as early as possible.

Dimapur, Oct. 16 (EMN): 
The Naga Christian Fel-
lowship Chennai (NCFC) 
organised its annual praise 
and worship programme 
‘Rejoice’ on October 15 at 
CSI St. Matthias Church 
with the theme ‘We speak 
life.’

The programme began 
with a word of encourage-
ment and prayer by the 
former Chief  Secretary of  
Nagaland CJ Ponraj. The 
NCFC praise and worship 
team enthralled the congre-

gation with various contem-
porary songs and music. 

Meanwhile, special 
guest Commissioner Ag-
ricultural Marketing and 
Agri Bussiness Chennai 
SJ Chiru, exhorted the 
gathering from his personal 
experiences and said “stay 
focused on your goals de-
spite all circumstances in 
life.”  The word of  God 
was shared by Pastor Wa-
pangtoshi who enlight-
ensed the congregation by 
saying “music always occu-

pied a place of  importance 
in the worship of  God’s 
people”. 

The NCF Chennai in 
a press release mentioned 
that earlier, Naga food fest 
was organised at the church 
premises where people from 
all walks of  life relished 
the Naga dishes served 
for its authentic taste. The 
programme ended with a 
closing prayer by Deputy 
Accountant General (Au-
dit) Nagaland Benjamin 
Karunakaran. 

Dimapur, Oct. 16 (EMN): 
The NSCN/ GPRN (R) 
has issued force discharged 
to one of its cadre identified 
as “Lieutenant” Akholi, 
son of Pao of Phiphima vil-
lage, Angami region  from 
the  active national  service 

with immediate effect.
The   MIP NSCN/ 

GPRN (R) in a press re-
lease stated  that,  Akholi  
has been forced discharged 
owing to prolong leave re-
port without  the consent 
of  the higher authority 

which it termed as ‘anti- 
social activities’ which 
is  against  the  azha of  
the  government.  General 
public are informed not to 
entertain him in any way 
relating to the matter of  
government.

Dimapur, Oct. 16 (EMN): 
YouthNet Nagaland Job 
Centre (NJC), Kohima in 
collaboration with Nagaland 
Career and Development 
Centre (NCDC) organized 
one day induction and orien-
tation programme on career 
development and private sec-
tor employment at Youth-
Net Centre of Excellence for 
Entrepreneurship, Kohima .

Resource person for the 

programme were Head NJC 
Razouvikhol Luho, Trainer 
NCDC Wenyitsou Ritse, HR 
Hotel Vivor Niathu Group 
Adakho Kadete, CEO Tribal 
Group Nagaland Among 
Anjo and CEO NEIFT Blu-
Cloud Academy Guwahati 
Vikram Rai Medhi.

Altogether 80 job seek-
ers attended the programme 
which was chaired by Ms. 
LinetteSangtam, NJC. The 

programme included panel 
discussions on the prevailing 
job market and employabil-
ity option in various private 
sectors in Nagaland and 
the NE.

YouthNet will be organ-
izing the program in Di-
mapur on 18th October 2017 
at Hotel Grand Ambas-
sador, with resource person 
from various private sectors 
in Dimapur. 

Dimapur, Oct. 16 (EMN): 
Parliamentary Secretary 
for Housing Levi Rengma 
donated an ambulance to 
the Primary Health Centre 
(PHC) at Tesophenyu vil-
lage of  Tseminyu during 
the sanitation campaign 
‘Swachhta Hi Seva,’ on 

Oct 14.
In a brief  ceremonial 

programme, Rengmahad 
dedicated and flagged-off  
the ambulance service. 
He also visited the PHC 
Tesophenyu and held a 
brief  interaction meeting 
with Dr. Shasinle and staff  

during which they discussed 
for further improvement of  
the hospital. 

The program was at-
tended by ADC Tseminyu 
Theodore Yanthan, other 
department officers, stu-
dents and village council 
members and GBs. 

market sheds for footpath 
vendors. He added that the 
KMC has distributed about 
24,800 dustbins, push carts, 
sanitary gears and equip-
ments to rag pickers. He 
informed that sanitation 
will be raised to Rs. 70 from 
Rs.50 by April 2018 to en-
hance the new equipments 
and new collection vehicles 
would be distributed to all 
19 wards under SIPMIU, 
segregated wastes, tipping 
vehicles. Further he ap-
pealed the citizens to co-
operate and help the KMC 
to keep the city clean and 
healthy.

Assistant chief  technol-
ogy officer, Krishi Vidgyan 
Kendra also highlighted 
their departmental activi-
ties.

MON: The monthly 
District Planning and De-
velopment Board (DPDB) 
Mon was held on Oct. 
16 at DC conference hall 
under the chairmanship 

of  Deputy Commissioner 
and Vice-Chairman DPDB 
Mon Honje Konyak.

The house deliberated 
on ‘District Vision 2022’ 
with special focus on edu-
cation, health, infrastruc-
tures, and food security. In 
this regard, the vice chair-
man requested all depart-
ments to prepare and bring 
the vision in the next meet-
ing.

The house also ap-
proved the registration of  
Konyak Heritage Man-
agement Board (KHMB). 
The house also discussed 
on the forth coming inter-
departmental tournament 
of  Mon district which has 
been scheduled to be held 
on November 9 and 10th.

The depar tment of  
CMO led by Dr. Supong-
menla Walling, DPO (RCH 
and UIP), Mon gave power 
point presentation on the 
topic ‘Awareness on Iodine 
deficiency disorder.’

sports competitions, cadets 
enthusiastically took part 
in different skills challeng-
ing competitions like tent 
pitching, range firing and 
cultural competitions.

As part of  the camp, 
social awareness on Right 
to Education and cancer 
awareness were also con-
ducted at Punglwa A, Pun-
glwa B and Gailee village. 

In the competition Bra-
vo Company emerged as 
the overall champion while 
Mari Riba was adjudged 
as the best firer and Tapan 
Kodak stood first in X- 
Country. Tokhuo Humtsoe 
and Joshua were adjudged 
best NCC cadet from sen-
ior and junior division re-
spectively. Alongside with 
the training camp, one day 
disaster management train-
ing was also conducted at 
Sainik School Punglwa on 

Oct. 7 under the guidance 
of  District Commandant, 
Home Guards & Civil De-
fence Akhu Kath. The team 
demonstrated the use of  
different fire extinguisher 
in times of  fire outbreak 
and different methods and 
techniques in attending 
to injured persons during 
natural calamities. 

The camp culminated 
with a camp fire wherein 
Principal Sainik School 
Punglwa Sanjay Gaekwad 
was the chief  guest. In his 
speech principal congratu-
lated the winners and ex-
horted the importance of  
NCC cadets in the youth 
and nation building and 
keeping up the NCC motto 
“Unity and discipline”. He 
also stressed upon the role 
played by the cadets in the 
field of  social awareness 
and disaster mitigation.  

Dimapur, Oct. 16 (EMN): 
Executive Secretary of  
Phom Baptist Church As-
sociation Nuklu Phom 
while stressing on the con-
cept and perspective of  
‘Daughters of  New India’ 
said a girl child has the 
intellectual potential to 
transform the society.

Speaking as a resource 
person at the culmination 
programme of  a weeklong 
Beti Bachao Beti Padhao 
(BBBP) programme in 
Longleng on Oct. 14 at 
BHSS auditorium, Nuklu 
asserted that a strong mes-
sage must be sent to the 
men folk to create a special 
platform exclusively for 
girls to expose their skills 
and potentials, which he 
pointed as very relevant in 
today’s world. 

Highlighting various 
disparities between a boy 
and a girl child in the fam-

Dimapur, Oct. 16 (EMN): 
NCC combined annual 
training camp was held 
at Sainik School Punglwa 

from Oct. 5-14th.
During the camp in ad-

dition to rigorous training, 
various activities and com-

petitions such as basketball, 
volleyball, tug of  war, cross 
country etc. were organ-
ised for cadets. Besides 

Dimapur, Oct. 16 (EMN): The 
“Gram Samridhi Evam Swachchata 
Pakhwada,” village well-being and 
cleanliness fortnight was observed 
on Oct. 14 at Green village, New 
Riphyim with Deputy Commis-
sioner, Wokha Wezope Kenye as 
chief guest.

Addressing the programme, DC 
said the mission requires collective 
effort, and urged the village function-
aries and villagers to put their heads 
together and work with unity for 
successful implementation of the pro-
gramme. He also lauded the efforts of  
the village community in keeping the 
village clean and carrying out govern-
ment policies with outmost sincerity. 

Appealing the villagers to continue 
the good work, he challenged them 
to be an example for others.

Delivering keynote address, 
Project Director DRDA, Wokha 
Thungdeno Mozhui highlighted the 
objectives and targets of  the mis-
sion. 

Representative from departments 
including Social Welfare, Animal 
Husbandry & Veterinary Services, 
Agriculture, Rural Development and 
Public Health Engineering also spoke 
at the programme.

VDB Secretary M Wonchio 
Odyuo chaired the programme while 
BDO RD Block, Wokha Albert Pat-
ton proposed vote of thanks.

Dimapur, Oct. 16 (EMN): 
The monthly District Plan-
ning and Development 
Board (DPDB) monthly 
meeting was held on Oct. 
16 at DPDB Conference 
Hall, Kohima.

Chairing the meet-
ing, DC Kohima, Rajesh 
Soundararajan made an 
obituary reference on the 
death of  its member, Kiya-
nalie Peseyie, MLA of  8th 
Western Angami constitu-
ency who passed away on 
Sep. 27.Citing a brief  note 
on the life of  peseyie, DC 
said that it was a great loss 
for the members who has 
been an esteem member 
for many years and made 
an immense contribution 
to the DPDB members in 
particular and the state 
in general. The DPDB 
meeting also observed one 
minute silent. On half  of  
the DPDB members, DC 
also conveyed a heartfelt 
condolence to the bereaved 
family members.

Presenting the depart-
mental activities, KMC 
Administrator Kethosituo 
Sekhose said the KMC 
has been providing public 
transport under the Jn-
NURM project, cesspool 
service since 2003, water 
tanker service, JCB, free 
and pay and use toilets, gar-
bage collection vehicles free 
and on hire, dog pound, 
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Chief Secretary Pankaj Kumar speaking during a press conference at the CS conference hall at Kohima town on Oct. 16.

Officials of the Rural Development department and beneficiaries at the “national-level” consultation on 
livelihood development and diversification conducted by the Ministry of Rural Devolvement at New Delhi.

This image from a group of youngsters in Kohima explains to show before-and-after results of  
voluntary work on a stretch of a road in Chandmari at Kohima town. 

State

‘Home stay training’ programme 
begins at Mokokchung town

Commission to conduct speed 
test for grade  II & III typists 

Beneficiaries attend Delhi conclave on livelihood 

Mongoya BJP 
Mandal members 
resign en masse

Youngsters fill in capital town’s pothole

Nagaland set to launch small 
business devp. campaign 

EM Images

Our Correspondent
Mokokchung, Oct. 16 (EMN): The 
25th Mongoya mandal of the Bharatiya 
Janata Party (BJP) in Mokokchung 
district on Monday informed to have 
resolved to resign en masse along with 
the district and executive members rep-
resenting the unit from both primary 
and active membership with immediate 
effect.

A press release appended by C 
Temsu, president of the 25th Mongoya 
BJP Mandal, and its General Secretary 
Nukun Ozukum stated that the Mon-
goya Madal had met in a joint meeting 
on Oct. 15. During the meeting, they 
resolved to resign en masse both from 
primary and active membership.

The statement informed that the 
decision was taken in ‘resentment of  
the dogmatic handling of the party af-
fairs by both district and state officials 
on their part.’

Our Correspondent
Mokokchung, Oct. 16 
(EMN): Local capacity 
building group YouthNet 
has launched what has been 
claimed to be India’s first 
‘home stay training pro-
gramme’ under the Prad-
han Mantri Kaushal Vikas 
Yojna (PMKVY), National 
Skill Development Corpora-
tion at Longkumer Kilem, 
Mokokchung on Monday.

The event has been or-
ganised in partnership with 
Alder Tour & Travels.

Twenty-five trainees will 
be trained for 410 hours at 
Marvel guest Lodge. The 
training will cover topics 
on tourism, housekeeping, 
financial assessment, en-
trepreneurship, soft skill, 
customer service, marketing 
of  ‘home stay’ in order to 
enhance income opportuni-

ties.
Senti  Pongen from 

YouthNet also informed 
that there will be an assess-
ment at the end of the train-
ing and the trainee will be 
certified by National Skill 
Development Corporation 
after successfully clearing the 
assessment.

Pongen explained that 
after the training, home stay 
owners will be assisted by 
the organizers to register at 
travel sites such as Dialnaga-
land.com, Makemytrip, oyo 
rooms and Airbnb etc. to 
enhance their businesses.

Earlier, during the in-
augural programme, chief  
guest W Manpai Phom, 
additional deputy commis-
sioner of Mokokchung said 
that the event was a new 
concept under the initiative 
of  the PMKVY. The of-

ficer expressed hope that the 
Naga people, ‘known for 
their warm hospitality’, can 
easily tap the training inputs 
and channelized it into the 
commercial sector.

Phom reminded the par-
ticipants that ‘home stay 
training’ was a tourism and 
hospitality-oriented pro-
gramme. Once they had 
been trained, they can easily 
establish their business as 
it does not require a hefty 
investment.

Phom urged the partici-
pants to take full advantage 
of  the training and secure 
benefits out of it.

Kevichulie Meyase from 
Alder Tour & Travels also 
spoke on the topic tourism 
and gave an introduction to 
the training. Yanglu Pongen, 
associate pastor of  MTBA 
pronounced the invocation.

Dimapur, Oct. 16 (EMN): 
The Nagaland Public Serv-
ice Commission (NPSC) has 
informed that the commis-
sion will conduct speed-test 
in type writing at 40 w.p.m 
and 35 w.p.m for typist grade 
III and II who have com-
pleted four years and five 
years of  service on regular 
basis, respectively. 

The information was 
stated in a DIPR update on 
Monday. 

The speed test in type 
writing will be conducted 
only for typist under the 
establishment of  the direc-
torate, secretariat and heads 
of departments in Kohima 
district. 

The speed test will be 
held at the Nagaland Public 
Service Commission exam 
hall, new building.

T h e  s c h e d u l e : 

10/11/2017; 10:00 am on-
wards  

1. Speed-test in typing at 
40 w.p.m

2. Speed-test in typing at 
35 w.p.m

The department in con-
cern may inform about the 
names of  eligible candi-
dates with the date of join-
ing as typist grade III and 
II on regular basis for the 
proposed speed test to this 
commission on or before 
03/11/2017 positively along 
with a copy of resent pass-
port photograph. Any com-
munication in this regard 
received after 03/11/2017 
will not be entertained.

Further, departments in 
concern may direct the spon-
sored candidates serving un-
der their establishment to be 
present for the proposed tests 
with their own typewriting 

machine on the date, time 
and venue. They should be 
present at the examination 
hall half an hour before the 
commencement of the test, 
the DIPR updates stated.

Name of  the eligible 
candidates with their roll 
numbers will be exhibited 
on the notice board of  the 
commission’s office and at 
the entrance of the examina-
tion hall. A copy of it “will 
be endorsed” to all heads 
of  departments, the DIPR 
informed.

It may be made clear to 
intending candidates that 
the success in the speed test 
in typing at 45 w.p.m and 40 
w.p.m. shall confer no right 
for promotion, unless the 
appointing authority is satis-
fied that the candidates are 
eligible for promotion in all 
respect for promotion.

Dimapur, Oct. 16 (EMN): 
A “national-level” consulta-
tion on livelihood develop-
ment and diversification was 
conducted by the Ministry 

of  Rural Devolvement, at 
New Delhi on Oct. 10 and 
the 11th. 

Delegates from across 
India participated with great 

enthusiasm, updates on 
Monday informed. The Ru-
ral Development department 
of Nagaland also deputed a 
delegation of six including 
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The promotional cam-
paign on Mudra Yojana 
kick started at Varanasi, 
Uttar Pradesh, while it was 
informed that 50 such cam-
paigns were held in different 
parts of  the country since 
Sept. 27. The month-long 
campaign, being organised 
Department of  Financial 
Services (DFS) and Minis-
try of  Finance, will culmi-
nate on Tuesday.

Addressing a press con-
ference today at Nagaland 
Secretariat, Chief Secretary 
Pankaj Kumar highlighted 
on the various financial 
schemes initiated by the 
Modi government, while 
he further stated the need 
to spread more awareness 
about these financial pro-
gramme to every nook and 

corner of the State.
The chief secretary said 

that the state-wide cam-
paign on Mudra Yojana is 
mainly to create awareness 
and further to extend its 
publicity to the people. He 
informed that the perform-
ance of Mudra loans in the 
State has been satisfactory 
since it was launched.

Till Sept. 30 2017, a 
total of  17,825 people in 
Nagaland have opened their 
accounts to avail the ben-
efits from the three schemes 
which come under Mudra 
loans including Sishu, 
Kishore and Tarun.

Under Sishu loan, it 
was informed that 12691 
have opened their accounts, 
while the amount disbursed 
stands at INR 40.16 crore. 

Under Kishore loan, the 
number of accounts opened 
is 3837, while INR 90.76 
cr. has been disbursed. As 
for Tarun loan, 1297 have 
opened their accounts and 
INR 86.07 cr. has been dis-
bursed.

The performance of  
Stand Up India as on Sept. 
30 has seen progress since 
its launching. So far, 89 ac-
counts have been opened, 
while an amount of  29.24 
cr. has been disbursed.

Since the launch of the 
Prime Minister Jan Dhan 
Yojana (PMJDY), a total 
of  2,12,765 bank accounts 
have been opened in the 
State. 29 banks in the State 
have been involved in all the 
financial schemes initiated 
by the government, includ-

ing the PMMY, which is an 
ambitious scheme of GoI.

The social security 
schemes have also seen its 
progress in the State with 
time. CS Kumar also in-
formed that that 33830 ben-
eficiaries have benefitted un-
der Pradhan Mantri Jeevan 
Jyoti Bima Yojana, and 
65830 and 1852 beneficiar-
ies under Pradhan Mantri 
Suraksha Bima Yojana and 
Atal Pension Yojana respec-
tively.

The press conference 
was also attended by Paogin 
Haokip, Assit General Man-
ager, SBI, Regional Busi-
ness Office, Dimapur, Ta-
liremba, OSD (Finance) 
and Rajesh Soundararajan, 
deputy commissioner, Ko-
hima.

Our Correspondent
Kohima, Oct. 16 (EMN): 
Following the launch of the 
Micro Units Development 
and Refinance Agency 
(Mudra) promotion cam-
paign by the government of  
India, Nagaland also will 
be formally launching the 
project on Oct. 17 at the 
Capital Convention Centre 
in Kohima town.

In capital Kohima, the 
programme would be at-
tended by Imkong L Im-
chen, minister for Health 
and Family Welfare and 
Elections as the event’s 
guest of honour.

Pradhan Mantri Mudra 
Yojan (PMMY) is a flagship 
scheme of the government 
of India aimed at providing 
formal access of  financial 
facilities to non-corporate 
and small businesses. The 
promotional campaign is 
being initiated by the Un-
ion Finance Ministry on 
national basis from Sept. 27 
to Oct. 17 in different parts 
of the country.

PMMY was initiated 
by the BJP-led NDA gov-
ernment with the primary 
objective of developing the 
micro enterprise sector in 
the country, and further to 
extend financial support 
so as to achieve the goal of  
“funding the unfunded”. 
The financial programme 
was launched by Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi on 
Apr. 8, 2015.

five beneficiaries namely Vi-
lasenu Weo; Keneiu Sachu; 
Jongpong Aier; Vidilhoutuo 
Ratsa and Bohovi Chishi to 
the event.

The programme was 
conducted in the campus of  
the Indian Agricultural Re-
search Institute, the updates 
stated.

On Oct.  11, Prime 
Minister Narandra Modi 
attended the event. In his 
speech, the prime minister 
highlighted various flagship 
programmes of  the centre 
which are already imple-
mented and those which are 
in the pipeline. They are to 
uplift the living standard of  
the rural farmers, he said, 
according to the update.

Further, he was men-
tioned as saying that free 
electrification, LPG con-
nection and many other 
necessary facilities will be 
provided to the BPL popu-

lation within a few years. 
He was optimistic that such 
kind of  consultation pro-
gramme would go a long 
way in healing the scars and 
also pave a new way for vari-
ous projects pertaining to the 
rural development. 

The highlight of the oc-
casion was the huge exhi-
bition, the updates stated, 
where many innovative and 
improved methods in respect 
to farming, power, housing 
etc were displayed from vari-
ous parts of the country. 

The delegates were also 
of  the view that such kind 
of  exposure has benefited 
and assured a better imple-
mentation of  programmes 
under village level in days 
to come. The delegates ex-
pressed their gratefulness to 
the concern department for 
making all the arrangements 
to attain the programme suc-
cessfully.

D i m a p u r,  O c t .  1 6 
(EMN): A group of  
youngsters in Chandmari 
in Kohima town have 
informed to have filled in 
potholes along a stretch of  
a road in the area. The so-
cial work was undertaken 
with the objective to creat-
ing a sense of responsibil-
ity ‘toward maintenance 
and repair of road in the 
neighbourhood,’ a note 
from a group calling itself  
simply ‘Young People’ 
stated on Monday.

The concerned young 
people from block-6 of  
lower Chandmari em-
barked on a collective 
drive to fill the potholes 
and levelling the road 
connecting lower Chan-
dmari to AG in the town, 
the updates informed. 

“They undertook this 
exercise looking at the 

hardship faced everyday 
by pedestrians and vehi-
cles plying that particular 
stretch, taking turns to 
finish the repair work, 
aided by contributions 
in cash and kind from 
residents of block-6,” the 
note from the group in-
formed.

“For this project 20 
trips of  pickup truck 
carrying road metalling 
stone were used to fill up 
the potholes and a road 
roller (donated by PWD, 
Mechanical department) 
was pressed into service 
in levelling the road and 
a total of  3 street lights 

were also installed. These 
young people carried out 
the work by themselves 
taking turns to finish the 
project.”

The group has ex-
pressed appreciation to 
all those who assisted 
in making the project a 
success.

Free the Press:  Joint Public Statement 
from Nagaland Newspapers

The Newspapers of Nagaland are once again compelled to inform the public about the 
constant intimidation, pressure and coercion perpetuated against the fourth pillar of 
democracy through its media houses. 

The Nagaland newspapers are the only active and functioning private enterprise in 
Nagaland, which continue to render public service amidst a faltering infrastructure and a corrupt 
system that deprives citizens of even their most basic of needs. 

The newspapers have a responsibility to present, not only the sorry state of affairs in a free 
and open manner to enable accountability, but also provide the platform where solutions, ideas 
and views are elicited from all cross sections of society.

However, in the process of upholding its responsibility, the media continues to be exposed 
to ongoing harassment and threats by individuals and organizations that coerce the media TO 
PUBLISH their articles and statements. Simultaneously, there are also people who take it upon 
themselves to determine what the media CANNOT PUBLISH. This also involves dissuading and 
threatening journalists and media houses from reporting critical stories that expose ground 
realities of Nagaland’s situation and condition. 

The Nagaland newspapers deem such methods as a grave threat where journalists’ lives 
and livelihoods become endangered as soft targets while performing their duties without 
security. 

In addition to journalists, another serious issue involves the safety and security of drivers 
delivering newspapers who travel at odd hours while transporting newspapers through 
villages and towns across Nagaland. Drivers are regularly stopped, harassed and even physically 
assaulted by miscreants. 

Such coercive methods only undermine the very purpose and existence for a free press and 
its role of keeping society informed, and contributing to its health and vibrancy. 

All these attacks on the press threaten the entire media establishment, including all the 
persons who are dedicated to bringing the news to the public – its readers. 

Do Nagaland newspapers have the space to exercise freedom of the press? Is the Nagaland 
State government even aware of its responsibility to uphold the fourth pillar of democracy? 

A free press is fundamental to a democratic society and intrinsically linked to freedom of 
expression which is a universal human right. It is not the prerogative of the politician or the 
bureaucrat. Nor, is it the privilege of the journalist. It is journalists, through their day-to-day 
work, who are exercising every citizen’s right to free speech by seeking and circulating news, 
information, ideas, opinions, perspectives and comments. The press provides the public 
platform for diverse voices to be heard and to raise issues of accountability. 

Nagaland newspapers are united and resolute in our stand against all coercions and threats 
in order to function freely as the fourth pillar of a democratic society. We have resolved to take 
a firm stand against all such attacks. 

The Nagaland newspapers, therefore urge all sections of society to enable a free and vibrant 
fourth estate which is the only means to publicly confront all forms of political, economic and 
social suppression. Every citizen is responsible to ensure that the media is allowed to function 
freely.

Nagaland Page Nagaland Post Eastern Mirror Tir Yimyim
Capi Ao Milen The Morung Express
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Shillong to hold first India 
Int’l. Cherry Blossom Festival 

No repetition of Manipur, 
Goa in M’laya — CM Sangma

Arunachal Assembly passes 
two bills through voice voting

Govt.  committed to end hunger, 
programmes initiated— Sonowal

Trooper held over social media 
posts against Modi, Rajnath

One NSCN (R) man apprehended by security forces

Elephant herd destroys houses of 
tea garden workers in Assam

Centre yet to approve greenfield 
airport -  Pema Khandu

DG AR visits Manipur 20 gold biscuits 
seized from air 
passengers

BJP to intensify social media 
campaign in Kerala, Tripura

HPC(D) members endorse 
proposed agreement with Mizo govt.

BSF commandant critically injured 
by cattle smugglers in Tripura

Dalai Lama to visit Mnp.

Northeast emerging as new start-up spot — Minister

New Delhi ,  Oct .  16 
(IANS):  Come November 
and you will see Mother 
Nature in all her glory in 
Shillong as the Meghalaya 
capital holds the first India 
International Cherry Blos-
som Festival from Novem-
ber 8 to 11.

The festival is being or-
ganised by the Meghalaya 
government in collabora-
tion with the Institute of Bi-
oresources and Sustainable 
Development (IBSD), a na-
tional institute under the De-
partment of Biotechnology, 
and the Indian Council for 
Cultural Relations (ICCR).

“Meghalaya is known 
for many things that are 
exclusive to the state,” state 
Chief Minister Mukul Sang-
ma said while addressing 
a press conference here to 
announce the festival.

“Now, we want to con-
nect Meghalaya with the rest 
of the world with the cherry 
blossom festival,” Sangma 
said.

Unlike the cherry fruit, 
the cherry blossom tree, 
when it flowers -- just for a 
short period in a year -- the 
pink and white glory it ex-
udes is a sight to behold. 

It was in Japan that the 
tradition of planting cherry 
blossoms (called sakura 

in Japanese) started. The 
Sakura Festival started way 
back in the third century 
and continues to be a huge 
tourist attraction.

Thus, to convey the mes-
sage of peace, the Japanese 
have been planting cherry 
blossoms across different 
countries of the world.

Today, 27 countries 
across the world, including 
the US, New Zealand, Hol-
land and South Korea, hold 
cherry blossom festivals. 
Next month, India will be-
come the 28th.

It was the Imphal-based 
IBSD’s Director Dinaband-
hu Sahoo who first noticed 
a cherry blossom through 
his hotel window while on a 
visit to Shillong in 2014.

Though the cherry blos-
som actually originated in 
the Himalayas, it, however, 
did not get popularised in 
the Himalayan nations like 
India, Nepal and Bhutan. 

“Unlike cherry blossom 
festivals in other countries 
which are borrowed from 
Japan, our festival is unique 
and we are organising the 

festival with our own ideas,” 
Sahoo said.

He said that after hold-
ing India’s first ever cherry 
blossom festival in Shillong 
last year “we have decided 
to go bigger this year”.

The Shillong cherry blos-
som festival is also unique in 
the sense that, while in other 
countries the cherry trees 
flower in March-June, here 
these blossom in November.

“Though the festival is 
being held from November 8 
to 11, the flowering will last 
for two weeks,” Sahoo said.

Around 5,000 cherry 
blossom trees have been 
planted on both sides of the 
road leading up to Shillong 
from Umiam side, at the 
famous Ward’s Lake, New 
Shillong and Mawphlang.

“Our target is to plant 
20,000 so that by the time 
Meghalaya celebrates the 
50th anniversary of its crea-
tion in 2022, Shillong will 
become a pink city unlike 
the traditional pink city that 
we know as Jaipur,” Sahoo 
said.

According to a statement 
issued by the organisers, in 
this year’s festival, there will 
be several community events 
which include guided night 
walks under illuminated 
cherry blossoms, live musi-

cal events, a beauty pageant 
and stalls showcasing the 
cuisine, wine, arts and craft 
of the region . 

“Along side, there will 
be a rock concert, tradition-
al folk music, unplugged 
western music and dance 
performances from all over 
North East India, choir per-
formances, photography 
competitions, bicycle rallies, 
storytelling sessions of local 
and world folktales and an 
exhibition football match,” 
the statement said.

Sangma said that his 
government was providing 
local people with cherry 
blossom saplings.

“We are encouraging 
people to set up community 
nurseries,” he said. “We now 
have complete involvement 
of stakeholders.”

Pitching Meghalaya as 
the state with the most con-
ducive environment for tour-
ism, the Chief Minister said 
that he wanted more tourists 
to come and recharge them-
selves with fresh air.

“As Chief  Minister, I 
can assure you that Megha-
laya has pure air and pure 
air is also good for mental 
health,” he said.

“Come to Meghalaya 
and stay for a reasonable 
period of time,” he added.

New Delhi, Oct 16 (IANS) 
With Assembly elections 
scheduled in Meghalaya 
nest year, Chief  Minister 
Mukul Sangma on Monday 
said his state will not see a 
repetition of  Manipur and 
Goa, states where the BJP 
assumed power this year.

“Politicians are lining 
up along with BJP because 
they think that maybe some-
thing which has happened 
in Manipur and Goa would 
be repeated there,” Sangma 
told reporters on the side-
lines of  an event here. “It 
is not going to happen in 
Meghalaya.”

When pointed out that 
the NEDA, a coalition of  
regional political parties of  
northeastern India and the 
BJP, was sounding confi-
dent of coming to power in 
Meghalaya, Sangma shot 

back: “What is NEDA? 
Northeast Democratic Al-
liance led by BJP. Now 
what is the agenda of BJP? 
BJP per se doesn’t have any 
agenda. BJP is only pursu-
ing the agenda of RSS. So, 
therefore, my job is to tell 
the people that NEDA is an 
agent of RSS.” 

Stating that the agenda 
of  the RSS was to destroy 
the nation, he said that there 
can be no progress and pros-
perity when there was chaos 
with the environment vitiat-
ed and harmony and peace 
among people affected.

“So, you see the whole 
decline in growth. What 
is the reason? There are 
reasons. It is not just one 
reason. There are multiple 
reasons and this is one of  
the reasons,” he said.

Sangma also referred 

to the Meghalaya Assem-
bly unanimously passing a 
resolution in June opposing 
the Centre’s notification ban-
ning the sale and purchase 
of cattle at animal markets 
for slaughter and demanding 
its withdrawal as it would 
“impact the economy of the 
state and the food habits of  
its people”.

Stating that there was 
no more space for markets 
in Meghalaya, he said that 
regulating markets was the 
job of the states.

“And as far as Megha-
laya is concerned, it is also 
the job of the autonomous 
district councils,” he said. 

“They are infringing 
upon the way of life and the 
culture of  the people. So, 
what soft corner the people 
of Meghalaya will have for 
BJP?”

Itanagar, Oct. 16 (PTI):  The Arunachal 
Pradesh Assembly today passed two bills 
relating to setting up of a technical university 
and livestock marketing via voice voting.

The Kameng Professional and Techni-
cal University Arunachal Pradesh Bill 2017 
(Amended) was passed by the members 
to pave way for establishment of a private 
university at Bhalukpong in West Kameng 
district.

Education Minister Honchun Ngandam 
had tabled the bill during the Budget session 
in March this year.

The House referred the bill to a select 
committee under the chairmanship of  
Ngandam after various members had raised 
objections on certain clauses.

The report of the Select Committee was 
tabled in the Assembly by Ngandam on 
Saturday.

The second bill, the Arunachal Pradesh 
Agriculture Produce and Livestock Market-
ing (Promotion and Facilitation) Bill 2017, 
was tabled in the house by Agriculture Min-
ister Wangki Lowang on Saturday which 
was also passed today.

Guwahati, Oct 16 (PTI): 
Assam Chief Minister Sar-
bananda Sonowal today said 
his government is commit-
ted to provide food, clothing 
and shelter to every citizen 
of the state.

He also said that a series 
of activities have been initi-
ated.

“Government of  As-
sam will work with more 
resoluteness to ensure food, 
clothing and shelter for every 
citizen in the state,” Sonowal 
said.

According to him, these 
are fundamental require-
ments without which no one 
can live a dignified life.

Addressing an event to 
mark the World Food Day 

organised by North East 
Institute of Advanced Stud-
ies here, the chief  minister 
said the festival is celebrated 
to eradicate hunger from 
the world for which both 
the state and central govern-
ments have targeted to pro-
vide food security to every 
citizen.

“The state government is 
committed to improve living 
standards of  poor and has 
taken up a series of  activi-
ties,” Sonowal said.

He also appreciated the 
role played by North East In-
stitute of Advanced Studies 
in spreading awareness on 
food security and underlined 
the importance of  public 
awareness for success of the 

government initiatives.
Mentioning that 2.5 

crore people of  the state 
have been covered under 
Food Security Act, Sonowal 
informed that his govern-
ment has lunched the Chief  
Minister’s Samagra Gramya 
Unnayan Yojana to boost 
economic growth of  the 
people living in the villages 
in Assam.

The Chief Minister also 
laid stress on soil testing for 
increasing the rate of  food 
grain production in the state.

On  th i s  occas ion , 
Sonowal released a vision 
document “Food Security, 
Assam - 2030”, prepared by 
the North East Institute of  
Advanced Studies.

Guwahati, Oct. 16 (IANS):  
Police in Assam’s Jorhat dis-
trict have arrested a CRPF 
jawan for making objection-
able comments on social net-
working sites against Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi 
and Home Minister Rajnath 
Singh.

Jorhat Superintendent 
of Police P.K. Bhuyan said 
on Monday that Pankaj 
Mishra was arrested from 
the Central Reserve Police 
Force camp at Rowriah 
based on an FIR lodged by 
Battalion Commander B. 
Behra.

Bhuyan said that a 
case was registered against 
Mishra under different sec-
tions of the IT Act.

Mishra was produced 
in a court and remanded 
to judicial custody, police 
said.

Mishra, who hails from 
Bihar, had not only made 
objectionable comments 
on the social media against 
Modi and Singh but also 
accused the CRPF top brass 
of using the jawans for their 
personal chores.

He was suspended after 
his posts went viral on social 
media.

Apart from this inci-
dent, Mishra had earlier 
posted on Facebook some 
videos about a Naxalite 
attack on a CRPF camp 
in Durgapur and was later 
transferred to Jorhat.

Dimapur, Oct. 16 (EMN): The Chanlang 
battalion apprehended NSCN (R) Hang-
nong Pangtha, self  styled corporal and 
town commander of  Changlong town on 
Oct.15, informed in a press note.

It further stated that, based on a spe-
cific input, the cadre was trying to ter-
rorise and extort money from Changlang 
town; however, the alert column security 
apprehended the escaping cadre, when 
he saw approaching battalion. Changlang 
battalion under DAO Division has been 
carrying out unabated operations in Aru-

nachal Pradesh to keep the area peaceful 
and out of  clutches of  insurgents and this 
apprehension will go a long way in creat-
ing fear among the anti national elements 
in the area.

Post spot interrogation the cadre ad-
mitted to being active part of  the banned 
outfit since 2015 and had undergone train-
ing at NSCN training camps. The cadre 
has been actively involved in extortion 
activities in Changlang district and had 
been functioning as town commander for 
the banned outfit, it added. 

Jorhat (Assam), Oct. 16 
(PTI):  A herd of  wild 
elephants from Gibbon 
Wildlife Sanctuary in 
Assam has strayed into 
human habitats, mostly 
occupied by tea garden 
workers in Jorhat district, 
and damaged their hous-
es, a forest official said.

The herd has destroyed 
at least 14 dwelling units 
of  tea garden labourers at 

Saikota, Katonibari and 
Ranjangaon villages on 
the periphery of  the sanc-
tuary in the last two days, 
Divisional Forest Officer 
Sapan Saikia said.

Tea plantations were 
also damaged by the herd, 
he said. Two tea garden 
labourers were attacked 
by the wild elephants near 
Katonibari tea estate a 
few days earlier, the DFO 
said.

Itanagar, Oct 16 (PTI) 
A r u n a c h a l  P r a d e s h 
Chief  Minister Pema 
Khandu today said that 
the Centre is yet to ap-
prove and allocate funds 
for construction of  the 
greenfield air por t  in 
the state capital despite 
recommendation of  the 
government in favour of  
the Hollongi site.

“The matter is lingering 
for the past 10 years and the 
state government has been 

pursuing the matter with the 
Ministry of Civil Aviation,” 
Khadu said in response to a 
question raised by Congress 
MLA Nabam Tuki during 
the question hour in the 
Assembly.

The state cabinet on 
May 18 this year had select-
ed Hollongi as the site for the 
proposed airport, he said.

The state government 
so far has not received any 
specific inputs from the 
ministry, he added.

Dimapur, Oct. 16 (EMN): 
L i e u t e n a n t  G e n e r a l 
Shokin Chauhan, AVSM, 
YSM, SM, VSM, Director 
General Assam Rifles, ar-
rived in the state on a two 
day visit to IGAR (South) 
from Oct 16 -17th  , in-
formed a press note. The 
senior Army General is 
the head of  Assam Rifles 
and is responsible for the 
Assam Rifle personnel 
throughout Northeast.

It further stated that, the 
DGAR accompanied by 
the head of Assam Rifles in 
Manipur – General Virendra 
Singh, VSM, IG AR(South) 
called on the  Chief Minister 
of Manipur N Biren Singh. 

General Chauhan conveyed 
his warm greetings and good 
wishes to the people of Ma-
nipur on upcoming occasion 
of Diwali and Ningol Chak-
kouba. 

During the meeting 
lasting around 30 min-
utes, the General Officer 
discussed the security and 
law & order situation in 
the state with the CM and 
assured him of  full coop-
eration by Assam Rifles to 
the state administration. 
He also congratulated the 
CM and the state for con-
tributing 8 players to the 
Indian side in the ongoing 
U-17 Football World Cup, 
it added.

Imphal, Oct. 16 (PTI):  
Twenty gold biscuits were 
seized from three passen-
gers from the airport here, 
police said today.Acting on 
a tip off, customs officials 
boarded a Kolkata-bound 
flight on the tarmac and 
seized the biscuits from 
three women on Friday.
The biscuits are valued at Rs 
one crore in international 
market, they said.The three 
women were detained.

Agartala, Oct. 16 (IANS):  
The BJP would intensify its 
campaign through the so-
cial media against the “mis-
rule and vilence” in Left-
ruled Kerala and Tripura, 
party General Secretary 
Ram Madhav said here on 
Monday.

“We will reinforce our 
campaign through the so-
cial media against the mis-
rule, violence, and under-
development in Kerala and 
Tripura,” Ram Madhav 
told media persons.

He said: “Violence 
is the only tool the Left 
parties have against the 
Bharatiya Janata Party and 
the Rashtriya Swayamse-
vak Sangh in both states. 
The BJP will made all-

out efforts against the Left 
Front led by Communispt 
Party of  India-Marxist in 
the next Tripura assembly 
elections.”

The northeastern state 
goes to polls in February 
next year.

“The BJP will highlight 
the underdevelopment and 
misgovernance in Tripura.”

The BJP leader, who 
arrived here on Monday, 
held a core committee 
meeting of  the party and 
also addressed party cad-
res on the social media 
campaign.

“The Left, especially 
the CPI-M, with clandes-
tine support of  state ma-
chinery has turned Kerala 
into a killing field and 

went berserk against the 
BJP-RSS workers and 
leaders. They have the 
history of  violence. They 
have indulged in violence 
in West Bengal earlier,” 
Ram Madhav said.

“Yesterday (Sunday) 
also, a BJP worker was 
killed in Kerala by Marxist 
goons. Their ideology is to 
do violence against their 
opponents.”

The BJP leader said 
during his recent visit 
to Bangladesh, he cam-
paigned to promote bilat-
eral trade. 

“Trade can be done 
through waterways also as 
more than 50 rivers flow 
between India and Bang-
ladesh.”

Aizawl, Oct. 16 (PTI): The 
rank and file of  the Ma-
nipur based Hmar People’s 
Convention (Democracy) 
have endorsed the proposed 
framework agreement made 
during peace talks with the 
Mizoram government, a 
senior HPC(D) leader today 
said.

The agreement was 
drafted by the delegation 
of  the Mizoram govern-
ment and that of  the mili-
tant group during the peace 
talks held since August ten, 
leader of  the HPC(D) del-

egation in the peace talks 
and working chairman of  
the group L T Hmar said.

There was, however, 
reservation on some word-
ings, he said.

Hmar said that though 
the creation of the Sinlung 
Hills Council (SHC) with 
more autonomy compared 
to the existing Sinlung 
Hills Development Coun-
cil (SHDC) was not their 
main goal, but they were 
accepting the wishes of the 
government.

“What we wanted is 

an autonomous district 
council under the sixth 
schedule of  the Constitu-
tion, but the Mizoram 
government rejected the 
demand,” he said.

The Hmar Supreme 
House would convene a 
meeting of the Hmar com-
munity in Manipur to ex-
plain the proposed agree-
ment between the HPC(D) 
and the state government, 
he said.

The series of peace talks 
concluded on September 
22.

A g a r t a l a ,  O c t .  1 6 
(IANS):  A Border Se-
curity Force (BSF) com-
mandant was critically 
injured by cattle smug-
glers in Tripura and had 
to be flown to Kolkata for 
treatment, an official said 
here on Monday.

BSF troopers led by 
officiating Commandant 
Deepak Kumar Mondal 
of  145 Battalion were su-
pervising guarding of  the 
border along Bangladesh 
to prevent cattle smug-
gling. A vehicle of  cattle 
smugglers hit the BSF of-

ficer, pushing him down 
a gorge, and he sustained 
grievous injuries, a BSF 
official said.

Mondal ,  accompa-
nied by a BSF doctor, 
was flown to Kolkata on 
Monday and admitted to a 
private hospital there. His 
condition is very critical. 
Mondal hails from West 
Bengal, the official added.

The incident occurred 
late on Sunday night at 
Balerdepha under the 
Sonamura sub-division in 
western Tripura’s Sepahi-
jala district.

Tripura police on Mon-
day detained the vehicle 
and arrested the driver. 

D e p u t y  I n s p e c t o r 
General of  Police (south-
ern range) Arindam Nath 
rushed to the spot, 60 km 
south of  Agartala, and 
inquired into the incident.

Tripura shares an 856-
km border with Bangla-
desh with large parts of  
the border riverine, moun-
tainous and unfenced, 
which helps illegal im-
migrants, intruders and 
smugglers easily cross 
over.

Imphal, Oct. 16 (IANS):  
Tibetan spiritual leader 
the Dalai Lama will ar-
rive here on Tuesday on 
a three-day visit to Ma-
nipur, officials said.

This will be his second 
trip to India’s northeast 
after his April visit to Aru-
nachal Pradesh.

Manipur Chief  Min-
ister N. Biren Singh told 
IANS on Monday that the 
government had declared 
the Dalai Lama a state 
guest. 

“We will extend a warm 
welcome to him. He will 
be given all facilities as an 
honoured guest,” he said. 

On Wednesday, the 

Dalai Lama will be given 
a public reception at the 
Convention Centre here. 
It will be followed by a 
felicitation programme at 
the same venue. 

The Dalai Lama will 
interact with members of  
the public and dignitaries. 

The Dalai Lama, who 
has lived in India in self-
imposed exile since flee-
ing his homeland in 1959, 
is  coming to Manipur 
at the invitation of  the 
Speaker of  the Manipur 
Assembly.

H i s  A r u n a c h a l 
Pradesh visit had sparked 
a diplomatic row between 
India and China.

New Delh i ,  Oct .  16 
(IANS):  Union Minister 
of  State for Development 
of  the North Eastern Re-
gion (DoNER) Jitendra 
Singh claimed that the 
area was fast emerging as 
the new start-up destina-
tion for youngsters from 
all over India, an official 
statement on Monday.

Due to improvement 
in connectivity and trans-
port facility in the last 
two years, coupled with 
concentrated administra-
tive focus, more and more 

youngsters are now head-
ing towards the northeast-
ern states to venture into 
entrepreneurship and take 
advantage of  its unex-
plored potential, he said, 
according to a DoNER 
Ministry statement.

Citing an example, 
he said in certain areas 
of  Northeast, including 
s tates  l ike  Ar unachal 
Pradesh, “while almost 
40 per cent of  the fruit 
goes waste on account of  
lack of  adequate storage 
and transport facilities, 

the same can be used to 
produce and manufacture 
fresh and pure fruit juice 
at a much more cost-effec-
tive price”.

During an interaction 
with youngsters here on 
Sunday, Jitendra Singh 
also pointed out that many 
new airports coming up at 
Pakyong (Sikkim), Itana-
gar and Shillong, which 
along with a time-bound 
plan to lay broad-gauge 
rail track, would bring 
in further ease of  doing 
business.

“Another sector of  en-
trepreneurship which is 
fast emerging in North-
east is the medical and 
healthcare sector.

“For years, there has 
been a trend for patients 
to shift outside the region, 
mostly to Kolkata or Vel-
lore, but the encourage-
ment given to the private 
corporate sector has now 
resulted in the opening of  
new hospitals within the 
region itself  and young 
entrepreneurs are taking 
the lead,” he said.

Dr Mukul M Sangma,  CM of Meghalaya and Prof. Dinabandhu Sahoo 
, releasing the poster of India International Cherry Blossom festival at 
Press Club of India Delhi.
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Jio earnings show strong 
business momentum: Analysts

Inflation in vegetable prices cooled to 15.48 % in September, as against a high of 44.91 % in the previous 
month.

A global tender has been floated for the 
procurement of new Sophisticated Currency 

Verification and Processing machines.

Airtel-Tata deal beneficial but 
raises integration risk: S&P

66 machines being used for 
counting demonetised notes: RBI

Punjab approves new business development policy

Wholesale inflation falls to 2.6% 
in Sept as food items soften

Bharti Airtel opens Online Store, 
offers iPhone 7 at Rs 7,777 down

Microsoft to rejig Outlook 
designs for Mac, Windows

New Delh i ,  Oct .  16 
(IANS): Bharti Airtel on 
Monday launched its On-
line Store that will offer a 
line-up of  premium smart-
phones with affordable 
down payments, instant 
credit verification financ-
ing and bundled monthly 
plans.

iPhone lovers can buy 
iPhone 7 (32 GB variant) 
at a down payment of  Rs 
7,777, with 24 monthly in-
stallments of  Rs 2,499. 

The monthly install-
ments have a built-in post-
paid plan which offers 

30GB data, unlimited call-
ing (local, STD, national 
roaming) and Airtel “Se-
cure” package.

“This is another excit-
ing digital innovation from 
Airtel to delight customers. 
We are making the entire 
process seamless and sim-
ple through digital technol-
ogy,” said Harmeen Mehta, 
Global CIO and Director-
Engineering, Bharti Airtel, 
in a statement. The Online 
Store services are currently 
available in 21 cities and 
will be expanded to others 
in the near future.

San Francisco, Oct. 16 (IANS): In a major design overhaul 
of Outlook for Mac and Windows, Microsoft is reportedly 
working to bring changes to simplify the user interface (UI) 
on both systems, a report said on Monday.

“The company released teasers for the new design dur-
ing an ‘Ignite’ conference session in September. A lot of the 
changes look very similar to the Outlook for iOS app, with 
a single-line ribbon and a smaller set of default commands,” 
The Verge reported on Monday. 

“Reducing complexity is one of the key aims of the re-
design, to make it easier for new and existing Outlook users 
to navigate the email app,” the report added. The overhaul 
would offer a new customisable ribbon that will let the users 
control which buttons are available and they can customise 
the email interface to common task.  Meanwhile, the left 
navigation panel will include easy access to folders across 
multiple accounts.

Earlier, the tech giant admitted that ‘MacBooks are 
popular amongst key influencers’ and that Microsoft “needs 
to win these users by delivering the best Outlook has to offer”. 
Microsoft has begun testing internal versions for both Mac 
and Windows platforms.  However, it is not known when this 
design will be available for users.

 Most of these design and feature changes are likely to 
be first made available to Office 365 subscribers and then, 
introduced in Office 2019 updates.

New Delhi, Oct. 16 (PTI) 
: At least 66 Sophisticated 
Currency Verification and 
Processing (CVPS) ma-
chines are being used for 
counting junked `500 and 
` 1,000 notes that were 
deposited post demonetisa-
tion, the Reserve Bank of  
India (RBI) has said.

A global tender has 
been floated for the pro-
curement of  new CVPS 
machines, the central bank 
said in reply to an RTI 
query on details of  such 
machines being used for 
counting demonetised 
notes in the country.

“As on date 59 CVPS 
are in operation in RBI for 
the purpose. In addition to 
this, seven CVPS available 
with commercial banks 
are also being used,” it 
said in response to the RTI 
application filed by a PTI 
correspondent.

It said seven CVPS ma-
chines were in the proc-
ess of  being leased, while 
seven others available with 
commercial banks were 
also being used.

Re f e r r i n g  t o  l e a s -
ing charges, the central 

bank said the information 
sought was in the nature 
of  commercial confidence 
and therefore exempt from 
disclosure under Section 8 
(1) (d) of  Right to Informa-
tion (RTI) Act, 2005.

The Section bars “in-
formation including com-
mercial confidence, trade 
secrets  or intel lectual 
property, the disclosure 
of  which would harm the 
competitive position of  a 
third party, unless the com-
petent authority is satisfied 
that larger public interest 
warrants the disclosure of  
such information”.

In Reserve Bank of-
fices, 59 CVPS machines 
are used and each machine 
is operated by a set of  five 
persons under a supervisor 
who supervises a cluster of  
machines, the bank said.

“Besides, a number of  
other people are involved 
in forward and backward 
linkages of  the process-
ing,” it said.

The government had 
on November 8 last year 
banned the use of  old ` 
500 and ` 1,000 notes but 
allowed holders to deposit 

them with banks or use 
them with certain noti-
fied utilities. The notes 
deposited or collected are 
being counted by the cen-
tral bank at its offices to 
establish the total number 
of  currency returned and 
to weed out fake notes.

In its annual report for 
2016-17 released on Au-
gust 30, it had said ` 15.28 
lakh crore, or 99 per cent 
of  the demonetised ` 500 
and ` 1,000 notes, have 
returned to the banking 
system.

In the annual report, 
which was for the year 
ended June 30, 2017, the 
central bank said only ` 
16,050 crore out of  the ` 
15.44 lakh crore in the old 
high denomination notes 
have not returned.

As on November 8, 
2016, there were 1,716.5 
crore pieces of  ` 500 and 
685.8 crore pieces of  ` 
1,000 notes in circulation, 
totalling ̀  15.44 lakh crore, 
it had said.

“Subject to future cor-
rections based on verifica-
tion process when com-
pleted, the estimated value 
of  specified bank notes 
received as on June 30, 
2017, is ` 15.28 trillion,” 
RBI had said in its annual 
report.

While the counterfeit 
currency notes made for a 
minuscule number, the RBI 
post demonetisation spent 
` 7,965 crore on printing 
new ` 500 and ` 2,000 and 
other denomination notes, 
more than double the ` 
3,421 crore spent in the 
previous year, it had said.

New Delhi, Oct. 16 (PTI) : Bharti Airtel’s 
takeover of  Tata Teleservices’ consumer 
mobile business will bolster its subscriber 
and revenue market share but could raise 
integration risk at a time when the Sunil 
Mittal-led company is also combining op-
erations with Telenor, S&P Global Ratings 
has said.

S&P said however that Airtel’s rating 
is “unaffected” by its recently-announced 
acquisition of the Tata Group firm.

”...in our view, this deal increases 
integration risk for Bharti because the com-
pany will be simultaneously integrating the 
operations of  Telenor India (acquired last 
fiscal) and Tata Teleservices over the next 
12—18 months, while responding to the 
intense competition,” it said.

The S&P Global Ratings note added 
however that it expects Bharti to be able to 
manage the integration risk because it has 
successfully managed such deals in the past, 
particularly in the African markets.

The deal will be neutral to Bharti’s lever-

age in 2017-18 and 2018-19, it said. Airtel 
will assume a small portion of the deferred 
spectrum liability but not any debt obliga-
tion of Tata Teleservices.

“We believe that Bharti is committed 
to maintaining its credit profile and will 
continue to take steps to contain its leverage 
within our rating tolerances,” it pointed out. 
The ‘cash free and debt free’ acquisition will 
boost Bharti’s India subscriber and revenue 
market share to 31.9 per cent and 40.6 per 
cent respectively. The subscriber and rev-
enue market share stood at 27.7 per cent 
and 34.8 per cent respectively, in the three 
months ended June 30, 2017.

Like many industry analysts, S&P too 
believes that the deal will help reduce the 
gap between Bharti and the new combined 
force of soon-to—be-merged Idea Cellular 
and Vodafone India.

However in the same breath it cautioned 
that market share numbers are prone to 
significant changes, given the intense price 
competition in the Indian telecom sector.

New Delhi,   Oct.  16 
(PTI): Wholesale infla-
tion fell to 2.60 % in Sep-
tember as prices of  food 
articles, led by vegetables, 
softened.

Inf lation, based on 
the wholesale price index 
(WPI), had soared to a 
four-month high of  3.24 % 
in August 2017.

It was 1.36 % in Sep-
tember 2016.

The government data 
r e l e a s e d  o n  M o n d ay 
showed that inflation in 
food articles tapered to 
2.04 % in September, as 
against 5.75 % in August 
on an yearly basis.

Inflation in vegetable 
prices cooled to 15.48 % 
in September, as against 
a high of  44.91 % in the 
previous month.

Onion prices, however, 
continued to rule high 
with 79.78 % increase in 
September. In egg, meat 
and fish segment the rate 

of  price rise was 5.47 %.
Inflation in manufac-

tured products witnessed 
a slight increase at 2.72 %, 
against 2.45 % in August.

In fuel and power seg-
ment, inflation cooled to 
9.01 %, against 9.99 % in 
August.

Fuel inflation has re-
mained high in the past 
two months as petrol and 
diesel prices continued to 
be priced high relentlessly 
on global crude oil rates, 
while power tariffs shot 
through the roof  on lower 
domestic production.

Pulses continued to 
witness deflation at 24.26 
%, likewise in potato at 
46.52 % and wheat at 1.71 
%. The final print of  July 
WPI inflation remained 
unchanged from the provi-
sional estimate of  1.88 %.

Data released earlier 
this week showed that re-
tail inflation was at 3.28 % 
in September, unchanged 

New Delh i ,  Oct .  16 
(IANS): With Reliance Jio 
revealing its second quarter 
(July-September), 2017-18, 
analysts feel that the results 
demonstrate that the busi-
ness has maintained strong 

momentum since it started 
charging in April.

“Jio’s maiden financial 
results demonstrate that the 
business has maintained 
strong momentum since it 
started charging in April, 

with continued growth in 
active and paying subscrib-
ers,” global financial serv-
ices company UBS said in 
its report here on Monday.

Reliance Jio posted 
standalone revenue from 

Chandigarh, Oct 16 (IANS): 
Faced with the daunting task of  
reviving economic and industrial 
activity in the state, the Punjab 
Cabinet on Monday approved a 
new business development policy, 
paving the way for fixing of  in-
dustrial power tariff  at Rs 5 per 
unit and a one-time settlement of  
industrial loans.

Under the new ‘Industrial and 
Business Development Policy-
2017’, the industrial power tariff  is 
proposed to be made effective from 
November 1 and will be applicable 

for five years. It will apply for the 
existing and new industries.

“Besides providing for incen-
tives for expansion, modernisation 
and upgradation of  existing units 
at par with new units, the new 
policy envisages a one-time settle-
ment for industries against loans 
taken from the Punjab State Indus-
trial Development Corporation, 
the Punjab Financial Corporation 
and the Punjab Agro Industries 
Corporation Ltd,” a state govern-
ment spokesman said.

The meeting was chaired by 

Chief  Minister Amarinder Singh.
“The One Time Settlement 

(OTS) Policy, 2017, would help 
in releasing the blocked industrial 
investments and assets to put the 
same into productive use so as to 
revive the existing industries in 
Punjab,” the spokesman added.

“It will also result in reduc-
ing the burden of  litigation of  
these corporations and generate 
revenues for their developmental 
activities.”

Power Minister Rana Gurjit 
Singh abstained from discussion 

on the one-time settlement of  
loans as his company would also 
benefit from the move, said the 
spokesman.

Under the new industrial poli-
cy, industrial infrastructure devel-
opment will be on priority agenda 
under the provisions, which pro-
vide for development of  border 
districts, extreme border zone and 
‘Kandi’ areas.

He said that the new policy is 
aimed at promoting ease of  doing 
business to attract investment in 
Punjab.

operations of  Rs 6,147 
crore for the second quarter 
on Friday.

“While reported ARPU 
(average revenue per unit) 
appears a bit higher than 
consensus expectations, 
management’s commen-
tary looks to suggest the 
company i s  target ing 
ARPU increases in the 
coming months. Churn 
rate was reported at 1 per 
cent with management 
pointing towards likely 
improvement in churn in 
coming quarters,” the re-
port added.

The subscriber base of  
the company as on Septem-
ber 30, 2017 stood at 138.6 
million. Net subscriber 
addition during the quarter 
was at 15.3 million.

Total wireless data traf-
fic during the quarter was 
at 378 crore GB and aver-
age voice traffic during 
the quarter at 267 crore 
minutes per day, the state-
ment said.

Bank for America Mer-
rill Lynch in a statement 
said “A key concern for 

the industry was if  Jio fails 
to gain traction/makes 
losses then it would lead 
to continued high competi-
tive intensity which would 
impact the overall industry 
profitability. 

“However with Jio 
showing positive EBITDA 
(earnings before interest, 
tax, depreciation and am-
ortisation) numbers in the 
first commercial quarter it-
self  we believe that the risks 
of  irrational competition 
reduce materially going 
forward. Indeed when Jio 
revises its tariffs upwards, 
we expect a material up-
ward revision in the tariff  
to sustain a quarter-of-
quarter improvement from 
the reported Rs 156 levels,” 
it added.

“A positive margin was 
better than the market ex-
pected, but we believe it 
may take a few quarters 
for margins to normalize, 
since some costs may be 
getting capitalised,” said 
Morgan Stanley analys-
ing the EBITDA of  the 
company.

from August, even as veg-
etable and cereal prices 
had softened.

Besides industrial pro-
duction grew at a nine-
month high of  4.3 % in 
August, mainly on account 
of  robust performance of  
mining and power sectors 
coupled with higher capi-
tal goods output.

Earlier this month, 
the Reserve Bank kept 
benchmark interest rate 
unchanged on fears of  ris-
ing inflation while lower-
ing growth forecast to 6.7 
% for the current fiscal.

It also raised its infla-
tion forecast to a range 
of  4.2 to 4.6 % during 
remainder of  current fis-
cal as against 4 to 4.5 % 
previously.
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Believable rumours
Yet another well crafted series of rumours that started to cir-

culate in social media and other OTT messaging apps like 
WhatsApp turned out to be the downfall of many reputed 

media houses of the country. It is unfortunate that those news 
portals, news agencies, newspapers and even a TV channel would 
have been so gullible to consider as genuine a fake news circu-
lating in social media and messaging apps. It is undoubtedly one 
of the cons of the of the Internet enabling mass syndicated news 
feeds where the verification by the editors of each and every news 
feed is almost impossible. As for journalists with datelines to catch 
in an age of news stories being uploaded within a few minutes af-
ter filing, it is a constant tussle. In a tussle between telling a story 
and telling  the truth they sometimes fall prey to fake information, 
but still it is unacceptable.

As for Nagaland, this is not the first time that news agencies 
were victims of fake information being circulated on such plat-
forms. It was in July during the crises in the government that a fake 
information purportedly from the PRO to the Governor of Naga-
land was picked up by a reputed news agency. The news was about 
the supposed postponement of floor-test by the Governor due to 
an ensuing by-election in one of the constituencies under Kohima 
district where the sitting Chief Minister was contesting. Although 
the media houses based in Nagaland verified the information and 
discarded it the personnel of the other news agencies based out-
side Nagaland failed to do the same in both the cases.

Rumours especially in its new avatar of online fake news plays 
on the psychology of the readers thus making it quite believable 
and many becoming gullible. Psychologist state that fake news 
spreads because the contents play either with the fears and anxi-
eties on the minds of the readers and also due to the perceived 
fears and anxieties of a group of people not necessarily of one’s 
kind. The second case, which is actually ignorance, seems to be 
the reason of the present case of fake news that was perceived to 
be true by some media houses outside Nagaland.  Psychologist 
also state that fake news has more effect on those who have more 
biases in their general conduct towards the various issues espe-
cially the general trends surrounding society.  It also has a better 
effect when there is a general uncertainty in the society. However 
the one important ingredient for the spread of fake news is when 
one believes it at least to some extent. If you believe it then you 
will pass it on.

In Nagaland, the recent rapid expansion of mobile telephony 
and the availability of affordable smartphones with various so-
cial media and messenger apps has suddenly exposed the general 
populace to the unfiltered contents of the internet. Along with the 
many benefits of the Internet there is always the darker side. Some 
experts claim that the internet is nearly 50% fake.  Some fake email 
forwards created during the days of the dot-com bubble were so 
successful that even after 20 years it is still being forwarded in Na-
galand centric social media and messenger groups. It is only with 
experience, knowledge and wisdom that one somehow learns to 
filter the contents from the Internet. The Naga populace is on that 
learning curve just like any other people across the world who 
faced the same scenario. Unfortunately, in the present case it was 
not expected of from reputed media houses in the country.

W
hen little known ancient 
city Jalandhar turns hub for 
sports good industries across 
India, can North East aspires 
for Sports Capital Region of  

India? It has started since at the time of  partition, 
skilled labour from Sialkot Pakistan came to 
Punjab frontier city as refugees in large numbers 
and settled over. Interestingly North East lack 
infrastructure not sports talent. The National 
Games hoisted by first NE city Imphal in 1997 
and later by Guwahati in 2007. Ours have a long 
gap of  conducting major sports events by this 
region. After a decade, then Union Minister of  
Sports Sarbananda Sonowal brought SAF games 
to Guwahati / Shillong in 2016. India’s  ‘Act East 
policy’ towards the gateway of  North East, now 
called the gateway of  South East Asia, Guwahati 
has undergone various international events from 
ISL to Elite Senior Boxing, T20, and FIFA U-17 
recently.  The infrastructure has been built up 
and it achieved excellence by conducting global 
events. There are modern stadia for football, 
cricket, hockey and other indoor games to claim 
its strong presence. Other NE states also have the 
capability to organise adventurous sports.

After successfully hoisted the under-17 world 
cup, India has formally put its bid for FIFA 
U-20. There are number of  upcoming events 
in the pipeline. World Youth Women’s Boxing 
Championship in Guwahati in November, 
which is the qualifiers for Youth Olympics at 
Buenos Aires and Tokyo Olympic. The president 
of  Badminton Association of  India (BAI) Dr 
Himanta Biswa Sarmah placed Guwahati for 
the fourth edition of  2018 Premier Badminton 
League (PBL). According to ex national 
footballer Manipur CM Nongthombam Biren 
Singh, the Union Sports Minister Rajyavardhan 
Singh Rathore has agreed to set up a Regional 
Football Academy in Imphal under SAI. 
National Sports University at Manipur is 
almost ready with World class infrastructure for 
inauguration. Now it has already been decided 
that cash-rich franchiser Rajasthan Royals will 
base Guwahati as their IPL matches for this 
session. Under the ‘Khelo India’ scheme, a 

national sports development programme, every 
block of  the state will have a playground to 
encourage the sporting culture among youths 
in the country. North East symbolises a great 
expectation in taking sports movement to new 
heights and will surely get a pat from Union 
Sports ministry. 

The success of  sportspersons from the 
North East in international tournaments is 
well known. They are home to some of  India’s 
most recognised international players. Sikkim 
produced two great footballers Baichung Bhutia 
and Sunil Chetri in the international level.  Boxer 
MC Mary Kom, Artist gymnast Dipa Karmakar 
made history in their respective field. The 
forgotten Naga doctor-footballer Talimeren Ao 
led the Indian football team in the 1948 London 
Olympic quarterfinal. The love for football in the 
North East is enormous whilst eight represents 
India from Manipur at Under-17.  Also Mizoram 
and Sikkim have a representative each. And 
perhaps the entire Jawaharlal Nehru stadium 
witnessed by one fourth of  enthusiastic NE fans 
recently. India fought hard against the best team 
in the world and there is a reason to cheer when 
Thounaojam Jeakson Singh netted maiden goal 
with a stylish header against Columbia. All India 
Football Federation (AIFF) realise that the heart 
and soul of  Indian football is in the North East. 
The move over Bengal and Goa is over. Manipur, 
Meghalaya, Sikkim and Mizoram are becoming 
India’s new football powerhouse. Nevertheless 
FIFA U-17 selection gives us a reason to smile. 
NE players have proved that their physique is not 
a hindrance, they are most skilful footballer. It 
is an unprecedented achievement where success 
has not always followed the passion for football 
although most of  them come from a humble 
background.

Mizoram started promoting the centre of  
excellence in sports curriculum. They took 
initiative by sending U-16 children to Germany 
for training through a tie up with Tata Trusts. 
After Assam and Tripura, the remaining six 
North Eastern states get opportunity to play 
Ranji Trophy as individual in the next session 
while they will play as separate states in the 

age group categories (U-16, U-19 and U-23) 
from this session onwards. The committee of  
Administrators (COA) assured for creation of  
a dedicated North East Zone. Aizawl FC and 
Shillong Lajong FC have brought laurels to 
us. Now Indian Olympic Committee voted to 
add Karate into 2020 Olympic. There is great 
potential in martial arts from this region. Now 
Dispur should take this opportunity to move 
forward to make Guwahati on the international 
sports map. Should India start a movement to 
make sports a compulsory subject in schools? 
It is frustrating to see India’s medal tally at 
Olympics. Even medals were won by poor 
African countries of  Kenya and Ethiopia in 
long distance running. Fortunately NITI Aayog 
chalks out plan for Mission Olympic. The 
first colonised Asian nation India took part in 
1920 Olympics winning first Gold in Hockey. 
Corporate India can take a lead and make a 
difference by setting up Academy. Tata group is 
doing a key role in India’s aspiring sports culture. 
India should revamp the sports policy that suited 
for players and trend of  political appointments 
need overhauling.

Sports Authority of  India (SAI) is a 
regulatory body, who is working for promotion 
and development of  sports to the people of  India. 
North East has two regional centres at Guwahati 
and Imphal. Also there are SAI Training centres 
(STC), Special Area Games (SAG) in the other 
NE States. We need SAI Centre of  Excellences 
(COX) for this region to build up proficiency 
of  budding outstanding sportspersons for 
excellence like SAI centre at Patiala, Bangalore, 
Kolkata and Thiruvananthapuram. Netaji 
Subhas National Institute of  Sports (NSNIS) 
Patiala is called the ‘Mecca’ of  Indian Sports 
and sportspersons from all over the country 
yearn to visit it. Such initiatives and better 
implementation can only aim towards sports 
infrastructure development of  our region. That 
could be a successful contribution to the national 
level and to the medal tally at the international 
competitions.  

Kamal Baruah
Guwahati

Northeast: The Sports Hub of India

Yielding to the Holy Spirit leads to right living.

On a visit to the National Gallery of Art in Washington, DC, I saw a 
masterpiece called The Wind. The painting showed a storm moving 
through a wooded area. Tall, thin trees leaned to the left. Bushes 

thrashed in the same direction.
In an even more powerful sense, the Holy Spirit is able to sway believers 

in the direction of God’s goodness and truth. If we go along with the Spirit, 
we can expect to become more courageous and more loving. We will also 
become more discerning about how to handle our desires (2 Tim. 1:7). 

In some situations, however, the Spirit nudges us toward spiritual 
growth and change, but we respond with a “no.” Continually stonewalling 
this conviction is what Scripture calls “quench[ing] the Spirit” (1 Thess. 
5:19). Over time, things we once considered wrong appear not to be quite 
as bad.

When our relationship with God seems distant and disconnected, this 
may be because the Spirit’s conviction has been repeatedly brushed aside. 
The longer this goes on, the harder it is to see the root of the problem. 
Thankfully, we can pray and ask God to show us our sin. If we turn away 
from sin and recommit ourselves to Him, God will forgive us and revive the 
power and influence of His Spirit within us.

BIBLE READ:    1 THESSALONIANS 5:16–24

THOUGHT FOR TODAY:
Do not quench the Spirit. 1 Thessalonians 5:19

Invisible Influence

DAILY
PATH READERS’ MIRROR VIEWS & REVIEWS

Former Guatemalan dictator José Efraín Ríos Montt. Credit: Reuters

Guatemalan Nobel laureate Rigoberta Menchú. Credit: Reuters

AAbraham Joseph   | The Wire

O
ctober 13 was a remarkable day for the international rule of  
law. The day marked the start of  a fresh trial against José 
Efraín Ríos Montt, once Guatemala’s most feared man and 
the butcher of  the Maya Ixil Indians. While this is not the 
first time that Ríos Montt is being tried, it is likely to be 

the last effort to bring the man who ruled Guatemala with an iron hand 
to justice. Senile and demented, the 90-year-old remains the missing link 
for justice and anti-impunity initiatives in Latin America. With the in-
ternational press reporting the trial to be a closed-door affair without 
Ríos Montt’s presence, given his advanced age and health, the symbolic 
significance of  this historic judicial effort goes far beyond these factors.

Genocide
Ravaged by civil strife and a brutal internal armed conflict lasting from 
1960-1996, Guatemala witnessed the mass murder of  more than 2 lakh 
people. With over a million people uprooted from their homes, 45,000 
internal disappearances and destruction of  scores of  villages, the period 
from March 1982 to August 1983 marked the crescendo of  violence. Ríos 
Montt ruled the country during this 17 month period.

With the army at the peak of  its power under the Ríos Montt govern-
ment, a counter-insurgency strategy to root out anti-establishment guer-
rillas and their supporters was given effect to. The special focus of  this 
operation was on civilians who supported the guerrillas, especially in the 
area that was known as the ‘Ixil Triangle’. Comprising the regions of  
Santa Maria de Nejab, San Juan Cotzal and San Gaspar Chajul, the Ixil 
Triangle constitute a population tracing their ancestry to the legendary 
Mayans. The identification of  the Ixils as a legitimate military target was 
akin to the idea of  ‘draining the sea to eliminate the fish’. The Ixil people 
were the water – the lifeline sustaining the anti-government guerrillas. In 
addition, the Ixils’ opposition to Western values did not go down well 
with their western-backed rulers. The murder of  1771 members of  the 
ethnic minority – for which Ríos Montt was found guilty in 2013, a ruling 
subsequently overturned – along with the displacement of  29,000 others, 
not including the countless cases of  rape, torture, bombing and transfer 
of  civilians into camps, was directly attributable to the command struc-
ture functioning under his leadership. Though Ríos Montt was ousted in 
1983, accountability efforts have taken time to come to fruition.

Accountability initiatives
In June 1994 the Historical Clarification Commission, a truth commis-
sion, was formed with UN support, to document the scale of  the violence 
unleashed. Their culminating report, ‘Guatemala Memory of  Silence‘, 
was published in 1999. While granting amnesty to those who partici-
pated in the internal armed conflict, the 1996 National Reconciliation 
Law excluded genocide, crimes against humanity and torture from its am-
bit. This came as blow to Ríos Montt and his top military associates. In 

1999, Guatemalan Nobel laureate Rigoberta Menchú, a world renowned 
indigenous Indian activist, petitioned Spain’s National Court to try Ríos 
Montt, under the principle of  universal jurisdiction (which permits a na-
tional court to assume jurisdiction over serious international law viola-
tions irrespective of  the place of  occurrence). While the court initially re-
fused to proceed with the matter, public pressure from civil society groups 
compelled it to act. An international arrest and extradition warrant was 
issued by Judge Santiago Pedraz, who travelled to Guatemala to collect 
evidence from Ríos Montt. The matter ended ingloriously with the Guate-
malan Supreme Court stalling any move to extradite Ríos Montt to Spain 
on jurisdictional grounds.

The first and only successful judicial attempt to prosecute Ríos Montt 
started on March 19, 2013 and culminated on May 10. A Guatemalan 
trial court, the High Impact Court ‘A’, found the former dictator guilty of  
genocide and crimes against humanity committed against the Maya Ixil 
indigenous people during his de facto presidency in 1982-83. Sentenced 
to a staggering 80 years in prison – 50 years for genocide and 30 years for 
crimes against humanity which were a part of  the domestic criminal code 
of  the country  – to be served consequently, a dubious conglomeration 
of  nationalistic and business forces orchestrated a systematic campaign 
to overturn the verdict. These vested efforts bore fruit with the Guatema-
la’s Constitutional Court overturning the verdict in a decision that is still 
questioned today. The current trial is an effort to re-appraise the merits of  
this precise case.

Why the Ríos Montt Trial is Significant 
for the International Rule of Law

Former Guatemalan dictator José Efraín Ríos Montt is under trial for 
committing genocide and crimes against humanity during his de facto 

presidency and the decades-long civil war.

Why the trial is important
The trial and conviction of  Ríos Montt has remained a classic in transi-
tional justice for four principle reasons. It was the first time that a head of  
state was convicted of  genocide by his country’s judiciary. Secondly, the 
judicial system of  a country, battered by the horrors of  a three-decade civil 
war, was emphatically laying down the contours of  transitional and post-
conflict accountability with a measure of  conviction. Thirdly, the specific 
holding that the Ríos Montt dictatorship made all out efforts to destroy 
an indigenous community, rightly identified as an ethnic community, ad-
vanced the substantive law of  genocide in international law. Lastly, the 
unprecedented intervention by the Constitutional Court of  Guatemala to 
reverse the holding within 10 days highlighted the complex mosaic of  jus-
tice, morality, suffering and international law.

With Guatemala showing the conviction to re-try Ríos Montt, despite 
the obstructionist tactics adopted by the defence lawyers, transitional jus-
tice and the rule of  law should emerge as rallying points for the interna-
tional community. The world must keenly watch the trial of  Ríos Montt 
and expect a logical closure to half-a-century of  impunity.

Abraham Joseph is PhD candidate in international criminal law and 
assistant professor, School of  Law, Ansal University. He can be contacted at 

aby234@gmail.com. Views expressed are personal
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Sandhya Ramesh | The wire

ARIES (MAR 21 - APR 19):  You have a 
gentle way of expressing yourself to your 
loved one. It isn’t your style to make grand 
gestures or buy extravagant gifts. You prefer 

to spend quality time together, talking and cuddling. 
Today you may be in an unusually romantic mood and 
confess the depth of your feelings. This will have just 
the effect you hope for!

TAURUS (APR 20 - MAY 20): You may 
be expecting some visitors. Happy as you are 
about this, you may be feeling overwhelmed 
by what remains to be done. Pace yourself. 

These friends are coming to see you, not check under the 
beds for dust bunnies. It’s more important to enjoy their 
company than stress about housekeeping minutia. Leave 
some time to relax so you’re refreshed for their visit.

GEMINI (MAY 21 - JUN 21): Your energy 
level is at an all-time high, so you may work 
harder than usual. You could be inspired to 
work around the house, cleaning, repairing, 
and straightening up. Visitors may drop by 

unexpectedly this evening. Even though you weren’t 
planning on having company for dinner, the house is in 
good shape and you play the host beautifully.

CANCER (JUN 22 - JUL 22): A shift in 
responsibilities may be needed at home. 
You or your partner may need more help 
with household tasks or want to abdicate 

responsibility for all the daily errands. Everyday 
chores can stress even the happiest of  families. Try 
to work together to devise a plan that allows you to 
get everything done and still enjoy some fun together.

LEO (JUL 23 - AUG 22): Expect to hear 
some great news today. Some distant rela-
tives may call to say they’re coming for a 
visit. Or you could find out about a trip that 

you and your family will take in the near future. Your 
spirits soar with the news, and you spread your ex-
citement and positive spirit to others.

VIRGO (AUG 23 - SEP 22): You have a 
keen mind and you’re thirsty for knowledge. 
A recent accomplishment may make you 
look for the next challenge. Consider look-
ing to your hobbies for the next big thing in 

your life. The little side projects that you enjoy work-
ing on could lead to a new field. You’re especially 
suited to research-oriented fields. You’re bound to 
succeed.

LIBRA (SEP 23 - OCT 22): You may be feel-
ing nostalgic for old friends and faraway family. 
Even if  you haven’t spoken to them in a while, 
pick up the phone and call them up. All signs 

indicate that anyone you talk to today will be very glad to 
hear from you. You’ll be surprised by how much you have 
in common. The conversation picks up right where you left 
off last time.

SCORPIO (OCT 23 - NOV 21):   With the 
current aspects, you can expect positive job 
changes. You’ve worked hard these past few 
months and contributed important ideas. Don’t 

be surprised if  you get rewarded with recognition, raise, or 
promotion. Go out and celebrate with friends tonight. You 
deserve a night on the town. Nothing would give you more 
pleasure than treating your loved ones to dinner.

SAGITTARIUS (NOV 22 - DEC 21):  Take 
care that you don’t exhaust yourself. You could 
be doing too much for others right now. Your 
kind heart and generous nature often have you 

saying yes to requests when you should be refusing. Today 
you might want to rethink any obligations. Think of it this 
way - you’re not saying no to someone else, you’re saying 
yes to yourself!

CAPRICORN (DEC 22 - JAN 19):  Today 
you hit the ground running. You’re happy, 
energetic, and optimistic. You feel love for all 
mankind. Don’t be surprised if  this brings new 

people into your life. You can’t blame them for wanting to 
be around you. You’re looking as good as you feel. You 
can feel the eyes following you as you walk down the street. 
Enjoy the attention!

AQUARIUS (JAN 20 - FEB 18): You’re a tra-
ditionalist at heart and happy to do the same 
thing year in and year out. Your partner could 
be tiring of the old routine. Today your friend 

may want to do things differently. There’s no need to be 
traumatized by this change. You might discover some new 
traditions that you can add to the old. Be flexible. You 
won’t regret keeping an open mind.

PISCES (FEB 19 - MAR 20): The love you feel 
for everyone today draws new people into your 
orbit. You’re in love with all, even people you 
couldn’t stand yesterday. If  you’re in sales or a 

field that puts you in contact with many people, you can 
expect extraordinary success. People will do whatever it 
takes and pay any amount of money to connect with you. 
This applies to your personal life, too.

Today’s ASTRO-PREDICTION

A
strophysicists today have released no less 
than seven papers on one of  the biggest 
events not only reported in the media but 
also in the known universe. For the first 
time ever, we have definitive evidence 

of  two neutron stars colliding and releasing a deadly 
gamma-ray burst. The light from this burst arrived 
almost simultaneously with gravitational waves 
unleashed by the collision.

 This discovery is further evidence  that gravitational 
waves travel at the speed of  light – a prediction that 
Albert Einstein made over a 100 years ago. Moreover, 
follow-up observations in the days following the first 
offered proof  that over half  the elements heavier than 
iron are created in such cataclysmic events in the 
universe.

Earlier this year, the physicist trio of  Rainer Weiss, 
Kip Thorne, and Barry Barish won the Nobel Prize 
for physics for their contributions to building the 
gravitational wave detector called LIGO and its first 
direct detection of  gravitational waves in 2015.

According to Einstein’s theory of  general relativity, 
when two massive bodies accelerate or collide with each 
other, they release gravitational energy. Such energy 
deforms the spacetime fabric as it travels outwards 
from the source at the speed of  light. Imagine ripples 
radiating outwards when a rock hits the surface of  a 
still pond. LIGO (Laser Interferometer Gravitational-
wave Observatory) is made of  two detectors located 
in the US. It observed one set of  waves in September 
of  2015, when two black holes orbited each other 
faster and faster, coming closer until they collided. 
The event occurred 1.4 billion lightyears away and 
let loose 178.7 billion trillion trillion trillion joules of  
gravitational energy

LIGO then detected another black hole merger from 
approximately the same distance away in December 
2015. A third observation followed in January 2016, 
of  two black holes that collided 2.9 billion lightyears 
away. The fourth was made in August 2017, of  two 
black holes colliding 1.8 billion lightyears away. 
LIGO’s ‘listening’ in on these collisions has helped 
scientists establish that black holes merging to form 
bigger black holes is quite a common occurrence in 
the universe.

LIGO’s success spurred the creation of  more 
observatories, setting the stage for a new kind of  
astronomy altogether. In 2016, the Virgo detector 
in Italy – a collaborative effort by Italy, France, the 
Netherlands, Poland, Hungary and Spain – was 
revamped to become more sensitive than before. It 
joined the two LIGO detectors to hunt for gravitational 
waves. All three of  them are ‘advanced’ detectors and 
observed the fourth wave on August 14 this year.

But then, only three days later, the trifecta detected 
a fifth set of  waves, the strongest yet. And exactly 
two seconds later, two telescopes orbiting Earth saw 
flash of  a gamma-rays from the same point in space. It 
wasn’t from black holes.

 
What was different this time?
The first four observed gravitational waves were all 
caused by two black holes rapidly orbiting each other 
and eventually colliding, forming a new and larger 
black hole. However, black hole mergers are not the 
only events that can produce gravitational waves.

 Black holes are part of  a group called compact 
objects: they are the remains of  a star after it has died. 
The two other main compact objects are white dwarfs 
and neutron stars. The former is formed when a star 
up to eight times the mass of  our Sun expands as it 
grows old and sheds its outer layers, retaining only 
the core. A neutron star is formed when a star that 
weighs more than eight- to thirty-times the solar mass 
explodes in a supernova. (By the way, supernovae also 
produce gravitational waves).

Neutron stars are the smallest and densest stars in 
the universe (even though they don’t make their own 
energy). Such an object will weigh 1.5-2 times the 
Sun but will measure only 10-20 km wide. A teaspoon 
of  neutron star material would be heavier than Mt 
Everest; a can of  Coke will weigh more than all the 
humans on Earth combined. The particles in this 
structure are so tightly packed together that protons 
and electrons merge to form neutrons. So these objects 
are almost entirely made up of  neutrons. They also 
spin rapidly, creating extremely powerful magnetic 
fields around themselves.

On August 17, just like the previous binary black 
holes, LIGO witnessed two neutron stars spinning 
around each other, accelerating, before finally making 
contact – although it was anything but gentle. This 
process unleashed gravitational waves, some of  which 
LIGO detected. This official name of  this collision is 

LIGO and Telescopes Spot Spectacular Neutron 
Star Cataclysm in Record-Breaking Discovery

Two neutron stars collided in space, unleashing a 
deadly beam of gamma rays, spewing heavy metals 

into the cosmos and drawing the attention of over 70 
observatories worldwide. The universe doesn’t get 

more breathtaking
GW170817.

Two seconds after the  waves were produced, the 
resulting merger released a gamma-ray burst (GRB). 
GRBs are one of  the most powerful explosions in the 
universe. In 10 seconds, they liberate as much energy 
as our Sun would in 10 billion years. The burst is being 
called GRB170817A.

GRBs are also the brightest electromagnetic events 
known to occur and were thought to travel at the speed 
of  light. And today, we know that they do. GRBs from 
billions of  lightyears away can be seen with the naked 
eye. This is because the energy in a GRB is released 
in the form of  a beam of  radiation: it is focused and 
directional, like laser. Thus, it preserves enough 
energy to travel across billions of  lightyears, even as 
its source’s radiation (other forms) can’t be seen by us 
at all. If  a GRB were to light up in the Milky Way and 
aim straight for us, our planet will be fried, wiping out 
all humanity. But don’t worry yet our galaxy doesn’t 
host any stars massive enough to pose this threat.

While scientists had known that GRBs are emitted 
when massive stars collapse to form a black hole, 
they’d only theorised that GRBs would also appear 
when neutron stars collide. The two space telescopes 
that confirmed the first observation were NASA’s 
Fermi Gamma-ray Space Telescope and ESA’s 
INTErnational Gamma Ray Astrophysics Laboratory 
(INTEGRAL).

The tricky part about observing GRBs is zeroing 
in on the exact location of  the source. We can detect 
a flash of  light but the only way to find out what 
caused it is to observe the afterglow: signals that 
reach us later, like X-ray, infrared, ultraviolet, and 
microwave radiation. And in the initial days of  GRB 
observations, the bursts disappeared before telescopes 
could turn to look at the source. But today, we have 
a slew of  telescopes actively searching for GRBs that 
are also ready to jump in to observe the afterglow from 
one. The afterglow of  GW170817/GRB170817A was 
observed for ten days in X-ray, optical and infrared 
light. And they also had help from the ground.

As soon as the gravitational waves hit us, several 
large telescopes in Chile were asked to look at the patch 
of  sky, towards the Hydra constellation. After a few 
hours, the Swope Telescope first saw a prick of  light in 
the NGC 4993 galaxy just as the European Southern 
Observatory’s Visible and Infrared Survey Telescope 
for Astronomy (VISTA) saw infrared radiation from 
the same point. As night fell across different countries, 
more telescopes pointed towards NGC 4993, including 
India’s AstroSat, Giant Metrewave Radio Telescope 
(Pune), and the Himalayan Chandra Telescope 
(Hanle). They all picked up the source in their own 
wavelengths, confirming that the gravitational waves 
and the GRB did indeed originate from  a binary 
neutron star merger in the galaxy.

Over the next few weeks, NGC 4993 became the 
target of  several independent observations. Nearly 
70 observatories around the world observed the 
afterglow, resulting in one of  the biggest scientific 
collaborations in modern astronomy. And at its end, 
scientists concluded that the merger had produced both 
gravitational waves and electromagnetic radiation, 
followed by a gamma-ray burst, 130 million lightyears 
away. So this the closest source of  gravitational waves 
and GRBs we’ve spotted thus far. The explosion that 
follows a neutron star merger is called a kilonova, and 
astronomers have finally observed one after it was 
predicted nearly three decades ago. 

A kilonova is a radioactive expulsion of  heavy 
metals like selenium, ruthenium, gold and platinum, 
flung out into space at nearly 20% the speed of  light 
(about 60,000 km/s). The GW170817/GRB170817A 
kilonova, which ejected almost a 100 billion billion 
billion kg of  material, was observed to contain the 
elements caesium and tellurium.  Astrophysicists have 
believed for a while that over half  the elements heavier 
than iron in the periodic table are born in neutron-star 
mergers. These heavy elements are created through 
a process called rapid neutron capture: free neutrons 
attach themselves to any heavy nuclei and form 
even heavier elements. The nuclei of  these heavier 
elements then spread out and infiltrate all nearby 
galaxies, getting into the dust and clouds that form 
other stars and planets. “Every bit of  gold we mine 

on our planet and put in the ornaments we wear has 
traveled to us from the collision of  such neutron stars 
millions of  light years away,” explained Karan Jani, a 
scientist with the LIGO team at the Georgia Institute 
of  Technology.

 
So what’s the big deal?
The science is novel and splendid – but what really is 
the significance of these results?
 
Foremost: just the sheer thrill at having observed 
a neutron star merger. There is a reason why we 
observed four, almost back-to-back gravitational 
waves from black hole mergers but it took us nearly 
two years to observe a neutron star merger. “Double 
neutron star mergers produce gravitational waves of  
lower amplitude than those produced by double black 
hole mergers,” Elena Pian, of  the Istituto Nazionale 
di Astrofisica, Rome, and lead author of  one of  the 
papers, told The Wire. “Therefore they can be detected 
only if  they are very close by. This dramatically 
reduces our probability of  finding them.”

 Scientists believe something as loud as GW170817 
has a probability of  occurring only once a decade.
The same holds for other phenomena that can emit 
gravitational waves, like supernovae, making the 
observation quite rare.

Second, the burst GRB170817A gives us a vital 
piece of  information about GRBs: this jet was not 
aimed at us, and we still managed to catch it. The GRB 
initially looked like every other short burst we see 
(there are long bursts, too, created by other processes). 
It was dimmer than the expected calculated brightness 
of  a GRB coming straight for us, and lasted less than 
two seconds – just like the hundreds of  other short 
GRBs we’ve observed.

Astronomers have hypothesised that this could 
be because the jet isn’t directed directly at us. We 
could have followed up sighting of  a dim jet with 
observations of  the afterglow for two days or so, but 
nothing would have showed up because we weren’t in 
the path of  the jet. Had we been directly in its path, we 
would have observed the X-rays much quicker.

It turns out we got lucky. This time, the beam was 
directed away from us just by 30º or so, so its afterglow 
reached us, albeit after several days. Given that we’d 
had a set of  gravitational waves with which we could 
calculate the precise location of  the burst, we used 
the jet’s brightness along with the afterglow data to 
calculate the angle at which the jet had been shot out.

“If  it was not associated with a gravitational signal, 
it is likely that GRB170817A would not have been 
followed up in X-rays, not for 10 days anyway, and 
the discovery of  its delayed X-ray emission would not 
have been made,” says Pian. This solves what she calls 
a long-standing fundamental problem in astrophysics: 
whether dim, short GRBs and brighter, short GRBs 
are actually the same thing observed from different 
angles.

Third, this observation marked the birth of  a 
new chapter for astronomy, titled ‘multi-messenger 
astronomy’. Imagine you’ve only been able to hear 
the sound of  a tiger: its roar is deep, loud, rumbling. 
You can tell that the animal is big. The snarly 
accompaniments would mean it is probably defensive. 
Then, one day, you see the tiger, and all of  a sudden, 
you are now barraged with information. 

Those fang-like canines means they rip through 
meat. The striped coat indicates they blend well with 
their surroundings, and which means they stalk their 
prey hidden. Their hind legs are longer than their 
front legs, which means they jump very well and could 
probably take down bigger animals. You now know 
that these creatures are powerful predators. The day 
you see a tiger hunt will be the day your theories will 
be tested.

 
Today, we’ve seen a tiger hunt.
GW170817/GRB170817A was the first joint effort 
in gravitational interferometry and electromagnetic 
observations. The electromagnetic information from 
the kilonova tells us a lot about the new elements 
that were synthesised. When put in the context of  the 
information from the gravitational waves: they will 
help us understand stellar evolution better.

 
Going back in time
Astronomers were also able to use GW170817 to 
calculate the rate of  expansion of  the universe. Going 
by how the light from the GRB was distorted and the 
gravitational waves data giving us the distance of  the 
neutron stars from us, we can tell how fast the neutron 
stars were away moving from us. Working backwards, 
we calculate the age of  the universe (i.e. ‘how long ago 
was the universe really, really small’). It’s consistent 
with our previous estimates: our 13.82-billion-year-old 
universe is expanding at 67 kilometers per second per 
megaparsec (a megaparsec is 3.26 million light years) 
in all directions. The farther an object is, the faster it is 
moving away from us. “It has worked out brilliantly,” 
says Pian. “We need to pursue this avenue and make 
sure all pieces of  information that come from the two 
different channels, gravitational and electromagnetic, 
are put in context and exploited optimally.”

 And this will happen. We’re already comparably 
good with gravitational-wave astronomy as we are 
with electromagnetic astronomy. While the former is 
still a fledgling field, it is growing quite quickly. The 
two LIGO and the Virgo interferometers will soon be 
joined by the existing GEO600 detector in Germany 
as well as the proposed Kamioka Gravitational Wave 
Detector in Japan. In 2023, LIGO-India, officially 
known as Indian Initiative in Gravitational-wave 
Observations (IndiGO), will join them as well.

 Days after the first gravitational waves detection 
was publicised, Prime Minister Narendra Modi 
announced that the Indian project had been approved 
and a site for the interferometer would be set up in 
Maharashtra’s Hingoli district. Indian scientists have 
made valuable contributions to gravitational wave 
science over the last 30 years. Forty scientists from 
thirteen Indian institutions are part of  the LIGO-Virgo 
discovery paper, according to IndiGO’s press release. 
“As a scientist, it is very reassuring to see that India is 
investing in a field that is just beginning,” said Jani. 
“Building such mega-science projects allows Indian 
universities to participate in cutting-edge research, 
which trickles down to impacting undergraduate 
education.”

“It provides a unique opportunity for the 
Indian scientific community to be a major player 
in an emerging research frontier,” added P. Ajith, a 
gravitational wave astrophysicist at the International 
Centre for Theoretical Sciences, Bengaluru, a member 
of  the LIGO collaboration. “The enormous science 
and technology challenge involved in this project will 
motivate some of  our best minds to work in India, 
hopefully putting some break on the brain drain.”

A strong gravitational wave detection network, 
together with electromagnetic observations, would 
allow us to observe more such wonders of  the universe. 
Pian hopes that “LIGO-Virgo will also detect neutron-
star/black-hole mergers that we can follow up with 
our telescopes and understand the analogies and 
differences in the nucleosynthesis occurring in them.”

Will we observe a supernova with the same 
instruments any time soon? “If  a supernova happens in 
our own galaxy, LIGO and Virgo will be able to detect 
gravitational waves from it – although supernovae 
happen in a galaxy once in about 50 years only,” Ajith 
clarified. 

“LIGO-Virgo scientists are actively searching for 
gravitational waves from rapidly rotating neutron 
stars. We know that they exist since radio telescopes 
have observed about a thousand of  them” in the Milky 
Way.

Ultimately, gravitational-wave astronomers want to 
get back to the Big Bang itself  – the same mysterious, 
explosive event that is thought to have birthed our 
universe. For about the next 380,000 years after the 
bang, all the electromagnetic energy was ‘locked in’ 
with matter particles, not freely moving around. 

Information about what happened in this time was 
thus not recorded in the electromagnetic energy, so 
even though it is loose around us today and detectable 
in various forms, they don’t tell us any stories about 
the early universe. 

However, the gravitational energy in the first 
380,000 years could tell us something. Gravitational 
waves can’t be stopped by anything in their path. They 
travel the spacetime, even though they get weaker and 
weaker, as long as they have the spacetime continuum 
itself.

‘Catching’ these supremely feeble gravitational 
waves would require detectors many kilometres long, 
if  not longer – but the day we do catch them… That 
day, to rephrase William Blake, we’ll see a world in a 
grain of  cosmic sand, and hold infinity in the palm of  
our hand.

Sandhya Ramesh is a science writer focusing on 
astronomy and earth science
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Governors are not “political 
parallel power centres” — VP

Mamata writes to Modi, Rajnath to protest 
removing central forces from Darjeeling

Declared assets of BJP, Cong. and other pol. parties up

CBI court issues 
release order 
for Talwars

At least 7 killed in building collapse in Bengaluru

Missing JNU student: CBI approaches court for hearing on plea

90% of IAS officers do not 
work, hold up files — Kejriwal

Modi excoriates Nehru-Gandhi family, says Gujaratis are eyesore for them 

Chennai, Oct. 16 (PTI): 
Vice President M Venkaiah 
Naidu today said Gover-
nors of states are not some 
“political parallel power 
centres”, adding their duty 
was to be a “mentor and 
thought leader” to guide the 
government and the people.

“Today the Governors 
in India are constitutional 
representatives. They are 
not some political parallel 
power centres. In our de-
mocracy, he is a ceremonial 
head,” he said.

In his address at Raj 
Bhavan here after presiding 
over a book release event 
and dedicating a solar power 
plant, the Vice President 
said a Governor cannot “in-
terfere” in the regular func-
tioning of a government.

“In our democracy he 
(Governor) is a ceremonial 
head.

Only the ministry has 
true powers. You have to 
understand the Governor’s 
powers and limitations.”

“Without knowing the 
governor’s powers and limi-
tations if  you come with 
your own expectations and 
then get disappointed, no-
body can help you,” Naidu 
said.

He was speaking at the 
event organised to release 
a book titled “Those Event-
ful Days” on Maharashtra 
Governor Ch Vidyasagar 
Rao’s stint in Tamil Nadu 
while holding its addition-
al charge since September 
2016 till last month.

Naidu said Rao had 
discharged his responsibili-
ties during his tenure to the 
‘maximum satisfaction of  
the Constitution.’

“Some people may be 
happy, some people may be 
unhappy, but you cannot 
make everybody happy as 
you have to act as per the 
Constitution,” Naidu said.

During Rao’s stint in 

Tamil Nadu, the state wit-
nessed a spate of  political 
twists and turns follow-
ing hospitalisation of  then 
Chief Minister J Jayalalith-
aa on September 22, 2016, 
and her subsequent death in 
December last. 

A rebellion by now 
Deputy Chief  Minister O 
Panneerselvam and a patch 
up in August with Chief  
Minister K Palaniswami 
and the former’s induction 
in the cabinet were also 
witnessed.

Meanwhile, another 
split in the ruling AIADMK 
following a revolt by 19 par-
ty MLAs owing allegiance 
to sidelined leader TTV 
Dhinakaran against Palan-
iswami prompted opposi-
tion calls to the Governor 
for directing a floor test of  
the incumbent government. 
These MLAs had met the 
Governor and sought re-
moval of Palaniswami, say-
ing they had lost confidence 
in him.

Opposition parties led 
by DMK and its leader M K 
Stalin had made a beeline to 
Rao, urging him to direct a 
floor test of the Palaniswami 
government, contending he 
had lost majority, even as 
Assembly Speaker P Dha-

napal disqualified 18 rebel 
legislators.

One MLA had jumped 
to the Palaniswami faction.

Both DMK and the dis-
qualified MLAs had moved 
the court on the issues of  
floor test and against the dis-
qualification, respectively.

Without dwelling into 
the political developments 
in Tamil Nadu, Naidu how-
ever expressed his desire to 
see a stable government in 
the state.

The Vice President said 
he does not want to make 
any comment directly on 
the political happenings in 
Tamil Nadu.

“What is required in 
Tamil Nadu is a stable gov-
ernment. What is required is 
governance.”

“What is required is to 
fulfil the promises made 
in the last elections when 
Amma Jayalalithaa was 
there. Whether you do your 
responsibility or not, the 
ultimate judgement has to be 
given not by the Governor, 
but by the people at the ap-
propriate time,” he said.

The Governor “can-
not interfere” in the regular 
functioning of  the govern-
ment because the Constitu-
tion mandates the Governor 

as a “guide and philoso-
pher,” he said.

“He is a catalyst, facilita-
tor, mentor, motivator and 
also a thought leader to 
guide the Chief  Minister, 
council of ministers and the 
people. That is the duty of  
the Governor,” he said.

A Governor has to pre-
serve, protect and defend 
the Constitution and law 
and devote themselves to the 
service and the well being of  
the people, which was their 
“duty”, he said.

“To my knowledge, Rao 
has done that duty as per 
the Constitution,” the Vice 
President added.

Naidu, who inaugurated 
a Rs 4.5 crore solar power 
plant to meet Raj Bhavan’s 
power requirements, said 
the world was now mov-
ing towards this renewable 
energy.

With Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi taking an 
initiative in this regard, In-
dia was leading from the 
front on solar power, he 
said.

On the prime minister’s 
policy of “reform, perform 
and transform,” Naidu said 
a “big” transformation was 
taking place and urged the 
Central and state govern-
ments to join hands to take 
the country forward.

He said once elections 
are over, people should for-
get politics and focus on 
development and good gov-
ernance. For that the cen-
tral government and state 
government should work 
together, he added. 

The leadership of  the 
country should focus on im-
portant issues such as pover-
ty eradication, empowering 
women, ending untouch-
ability among others, he 
said and rued instances of  
members of certain sections 
still being denied entry into 
temples.

Kolkata, Oct. 16 (IANS): Fuming 
over the centre deciding to withdraw a 
substantial section of the central forces 
deployed in the Darjeeling hills, West 
Bengal Chief Minister Mamata Baner-
jee on Monday shot off “strong letters” 
to Prime Minister Narendra Modi and 
Union Home Minister Rajnath Singh 
demanding the BJP-led government 
reverse its stand. Banerjee also called up 
Rajnath Singh and requested him not 
to withdraw the centre forces.

“Earlier, they had decided to with-
draw 10 of the 15 companies of central 
forces deployed in Darjeeling. Now, af-
ter I spoke to Rajnathji ... because I con-
sider him a good man, he told me they 
will withdraw seven companies. But 
still, eight companies is inadequate,” 
Banerjee told media persons here after 
holding a meeting with some of  the 
political parties of Darjeeling hills.

In her letters to Modi and Rajnath, 
the Chief Minister termed the decision 

“unfortunate” and “unilateral”.
“Today I have written letters to 

the honourable Prime Minister and 
the Home Minister. “I said it was an 
unfortunate fact, in the present circum-
stances what you have done is not right. 
We don’t want any company should be 
withdrawn from there,” Banerjee said, 
reading out from the letters.

Refering to a July 14 Calcutta High 
Court directive asking the Central gov-
ernment to provide adequate central 
forces till the restoration of peace in the 
northern hills, she said: “This is a very 
unfortunate thing that the honourable 
High Court’s order has been violated”.

Claiming that some bordering 
countries as also insurgent groups from 
the Northeast were colluding with the 
troublemakers in Darjeeling, her mis-
sive said: “At a time when we are trying 
to restore normalcy and peace, with-
drawing central forces in this emergent 
situation runs contrary to common 

sense. “You will consider that we can-
not agree that security and integrity of  
our nation should be compromised.” 

Banerjee told the media that the 
centre has sent out a wrong message 
to the state government. “So as Chief  
Minister, I have written a strong letter 
to them... I request the centre to see 
the issue not from a narrow political 
angle, but they must see the issue broad-
heartedly, see it as an important and 
sensitive issue,” she said. She called the 
centre’s decision “unethical, unconsti-
tutional, undemocratic, and contrary 
to the federal structure” and expressed 
hope that after receiving her letter, the 
centre would ensure justice.

“I think after getting my letter we 
will get justice form PM and the home 
minister. They should not create any 
confusion where security is involved.”

Banerjee also warned that if “any-
thing happens” in Darjeeling, the cen-
tral government will be held responsible.

Kolkata, Oct. 16 (PTI): The value of  
declared assets of  BJP has increased 
from Rs 122.93 crore in 2004-05 to Rs 
893.88 crore in 2015-16 while that of  
Congress, it has risen from Rs 167.35 
crore to Rs 758.79 crore, according to 
the NGOs Association for Democratic 
Reforms (ADR) and Election Watch.

The value of assets of Trinamool 
Congress has seen a jump from Rs 
0.25 crore to Rs 44.99 crore during this 
11-year period, according to the figures 
released by ADR and Election Watch 
at a press conference here, quoting 
declarations by the parties before the 

Election Commission.
The total value of assets of CPI(M) 

has increased during the period by 
383.47 per cent from Rs 90.55 crore to 
Rs 437.78 crore, ADR national coordi-
nator Anil Verma said.

The increase in value of assets of  
CPI has been the lowest - from Rs 5.56 
crore to Rs 10.18 crore, he said.

The value of assets of Bahujan Sa-
maj Party (BSP) has gone up from Rs 
43.09 crore to Rs 559.01 crore and that 
of Nationalist Congress Party from Rs 
1.6 crore to Rs 14.54 crore, Verma said.

Verma said that declarations under 

‘other assets’ are not easily verifiable.
“While details are specific under 

fixed assets, loans and advances, FDR/
deposits, TDS and investments, details 
are not available about assets under the 
heading ‘other assets’. “The increase in 
assets of the seven national parties from 
2004-05 to 2015-16 has had the highest 
rise under ‘other assets’ among all as-
set heads -- from Rs 108.655 crore to 
Rs 1605.114 crore,” Verma said. “BJP 
has the highest capital at present after 
declaring Rs 868.889 crore, followed by 
Rs 557.38 crore of BSP and Rs 432.64 
crore of CPI(M),” Verma said.

G h a z i a b a d ,  O c t .  1 6 
(IANS): The CBI court 
here issued the order to 
release Nupur and Rajesh 
Talwar from the Dasna jail.

The court issued the or-
der after lawyer Satyaketu 
Singh submitted the certi-
fied copy of  the Allahabad 
High Court judgment to 
CBI judge Rajesh Chaud-
hary. 

The documents were 
verified by the court and 
the release order was issued 
at 3.30 p.m.

The High Court has 
absolved the Talwars of  
the charges of  killing their 
daughter and domestic 
help. The Talwars have 
been in Dasna jail for the 
last four years.

Bengaluru, Oct. 16 (PTI): At least 
seven persons, including three wom-
en, were killed and several others 
feared trapped when a two-storey 
building collapsed due to a suspected 
LPG cylinder blast near Ejipura in 
the city today.

Eyewitnesses said the blast took 
place at around 7 am, bringing down 
a large portion of  the 20-year-old 
building.

Fire brigade and National Dis-
aster Response Force (NDRF) per-
sonnel, who rushed to the spot, 
recovered the bodies, including those 
of the three women, the police said.

The deceased have been identi-
fied as Kalavathi (68), Ravichandran 
(46), Prasad (18), Ashwini (28), Sara-
vana (18), Maladri (25) and Sarva 
Kalyan (19).

The government has announced 
a compensation of Rs five lakh each 
for the kin of the deceased.

The police said three-year-old 
Sanjana, who was rescued from the 
debris, had sustained 60 per cent 
burns and was in a critical condition. 

She was admitted to the Victoria 
Hospital.

Along with the child, Janaki (26) 

was also undergoing treatment for 
the burn injuries she received in the 
incident, the police added.

Karnataka Home Minister Ram-
alinga Reddy, who visited the spot of  
the building collapse, told reporters 
that the structure belonged to one 
Gunesh, who had rented it out to 
three families.

“Two families were residing 
on the ground floor, while one was 
on the first floor. Kalavathi and 
Ravichandran were on the first floor. 
They died on the spot, while two 
children were injured,” the minister 
said.

Bengaluru Mayor R Sampath 
Raj, however, said four families were 
residing in the building.

At least 40 fire-fighters and 
NDRF personnel were engaged in 
the rescue operations.

Three fire-fighters were also in-
jured when a wall caved in on them 
while they were clearing the debris 
to pull out those trapped, the police 
said, adding that they had been 
shifted to a nearby hospital. 

The bomb disposal squad has 
also been pressed into service to as-
certain the cause of the blast.

New Delhi, Oct. 16 (PTI): The 
CBI, which is probing the disap-
pearance of  JNU student Najeeb 
Ahmed, today approached a 
Delhi court seeking early hearing 
of  its plea seeking consent of  the 
suspect students for a polygraph 
test.

Chief  Metropolitan Magis-
trate Deepak Sherawat said he 
will hear the application tomor-
row.

The application was moved 
by the agency hours after it was 
directed by the Delhi High Court 
to move an application before the 
CMM for an early hearing of  the 
plea, which has been adjourned 
to January 24, 2018.

27-year-old Najeeb has been 
missing since October 14 last year 
after a scuffle at his JNU hostel 
allegedly with ABVP activists the 
previous night. The RSS students 

wing has denied any involvement 
in his disappearance.

The high court bench also 
gave directions to the CMM 
not to give long dates in pleas 
for polygraph tests, especially in 
such a matter where there was 
urgency, saying it would defeat 
the purpose.

It told the CBI that even fam-
ily members of  the missing stu-
dent can undergo polygraph, not 

just the suspects.
A Delhi court had on May 3 

quashed a police order summoning 
nine JNU students for recording 
their consent or denial for lie-de-
tector test in the case after it noted 
a defect in the notice sent by the 
investigating officer to the students.

On May 16, the high court 
handed over probe of  the case to 
the CBI.

The nine students, who are 

suspects in the case, had ap-
proached a magisterial court 
challenging the notice sent to 
them by the Crime Branch of  
Delhi Police seeking their pres-
ence before the magistrate for 
recording of  their statement. 

The notice was sent after the 
Delhi High Court had asked the 
police to explore other avenues of  
probe as all other leads had not 
yielded any result.

New Delhi, Oct. 16 (PTI): 
Delhi Chief Minister Arvind 
Kejriwal today alleged that 
ninety per cent of  the IAS 
officers “do not work” and 
said at times he feels devel-
opment was “stuck up at the 
secretariat”.

On the bureaucrats’ 
alleged “objection” to the 
regularisation of  contrac-
tual workers, Kejriwal said 
if  Delhi had full statehood, 
his government would regu-
larise all the contractual em-
ployees within 24 hours.

Kejriwal, while speaking 
at a function organised to 
felicitate pensioners of  the 
Power department, alleged 
that the IAS officers “ob-
structed files” of  develop-
ment works.

“Ninty per cent of them 
(IAS officers) do not work 
and hold up the files,” he 
said, citing his proposal for 
the regularisation of contrac-
tual employees, as chairman 
of the New Delhi Municipal 
Corporation.

“When I proposed regu-
larisation of  contractual 
employees, all the officers 
opposed me. They said if  
regularised they won’t work. 
I said, if this is the logic then 
all the IAS officers should be 
ad-hoc because they do not 
work,” he said.

Referring to the cashless 
health service for the Power 
department pensioners, the 

chief  minister said that he 
has learnt that officers were 
causing obstacles for the 
scheme.

“I sometimes feel that 
the development was stuck 
up at the Secretariat,” he 
said.

Kejriwal said the labour 
department has been asked 
to prepare a notification 
for regularising contractual 
employees.

“I have asked the La-
bour department to sent the 
draft notification for LG’s 
approval. If  he obstructs it, 
they (contractual employees) 
will give him a befitting reply 
(Khaat Khadi Kar denge),” 
Kejriwal said.

Talking about his gov-
ernment’s proposal to regu-
larise guest teachers, passed 
recently in Delhi Assembly, 
he said that the matter was 
now in Lieutenant Gover-
nor’s (LG) hands.

“We have sent the file to 
the LG. Now, it is between 
the LG and the guest teach-
ers and they can settle it out 
themselves,” he said.

Kejriwal also said that 
his government was working 
to implement equal pay for 
equal work. 

“We are working on it 
and my request to you is 
that if  he (LG) causes any 
obstacles in it, you will need 
to sort it out,” the chief min-
ister said.

Gandhinagar, Oct. 16 (PTI): 
Prime Minister Narendra Modi 
today excoriated the Congress 
and the Nehru-Gandhi family, 
accusing it of  disliking Gujarat 
and Gujaratis who were an “eye-
sore” for them.

Invoking tall leaders from the 
poll-bound state like Sardar Val-
labhbhai Patel and Morarji De-
sai, the prime minister accused 
the “Congress and the family” of  
slighting them.

He also alleged a “conspira-
cy” was hatched by the Congress 
to put him in jail, in an apparent 
reference to accusations of  his 
complicity in the 2002 post-
Godhra riots.

Accusing the main opposi-
tion party of  pursuing “nega-
tive politics”, Modi dared the 
Congress to fight the upcoming 

Gujarat Assembly polls on the 
development plank.

“Gujarat polls are round 
the corner and the Congress 
has developed fever once again. 
Gujarat has been an eyesore for 
the party and the family. I won’t 
repeat what they did to Sardar 
Patel, his daughter Maniben, and 
Morarji Desai.

“They did not speak about 
the work of Morarji Desai or his 
dedication and commitment to 
Mahatma Gandhi’s ideals. They 
instead chose to talk about what 
he ate and drank,” Modi told a 
massive BJP rally at Bhat village 
near Gandhinagar, referring to 
the former prime minister’s fond-
ness of urine therapy.

He also targeted the Congress 
over the resignation of  party 
leader Madhavsinha Solanki, 

who as the foreign minister was 
alleged to have sent a letter to his 
then Swiss counterpart to scuttle 
the Bofors scandal probe.

“They forced Solanki to re-
sign. the party can go to any 
extent to save the family,” he said.

The rally was held to mark 
the conclusion of  the saffron 
party’s ‘Gujarat Gaurav Yatra’ 
(march for Gujarat’s honour) 
ahead of  the high-octane elec-
toral battle for the state where the 
BJP holds sway.

“You did not waste any 
opportunity to strike. When I 
was the chief  minister and you 
were in power at the Centre, you 
hatched a conspiracy to put me in 
jail. You knew that it was not pos-
sible until Amit Shah (BJP chief) 
was put behind bars, you did that.

“This is the poison, the mal-

ice you harbour. Since Patel con-
ceived the Narmada project, it 
was not allowed to be completed 
for 40-50 years,” Modi said as he 
repeatedly attacked the Nehru-
Gandhi family in his speech.

Referring to Congress lead-
ers, including party president 
Sonia Gandhi and her deputy 
Rahul Gandhi being on bail in 
the National Herald case, Modi 
said,”The whole party is on bail”.

He also dared the Congress 
to contest the polls on the devel-
opment plank.

“I had expected them to fight 
this election on the issue of devel-
opment, but they are not doing 
that. Now they have decided to 
belittle Gujarat’s development,” 
he said referring to the Con-
gress’ online campaign ‘Vikas 
(development) has gone crazy’, 

which targets the Gujarat model 
of development. Rahul Gandhi 
has, during his frequent trips to 
the state, criticised the Gujarat 
model of development.

“This election is a fight be-
tween ‘vikasvaad’ and “vansh-
vaad”; development politics will 
triumph over family rule.” 

Congress, he alleged, always 
avoided contesting elections with 
focus on development.

“Every time there is an elec-
tion, it would raise the issue of  
communalism, spread the poison 
of casteism. They never have the 
courage to contest a poll on the 
concrete issue of development,” 
he said.

The prime minister’s remark 
came against the backdrop of the 
agitation by the influential Patel 
community for reservations in 

government jobs and educational 
institutions. Hardik Patel, the 
quota stir spearhead, had wel-
comed Rahul Gandhi on a recent 
visit to Gujarat.

“They called us anti-Dalit, 
anti-Adivasi, an urban party.

The people gave them an apt 
reply. None of the charges stuck.

Today, we have the highest 
number of  Dalit and Adivasi 
MPs.

The highest number of MPs 
from rural areas are of the BJP,” 
he said.

Speaking in both Hindi and 
Gujarati, the prime minister said 
his government had taken for-
ward 90 water projects worth Rs 
50,000 crore that were pending 
since the time the Congress was 
in power.

Rs 12 lakh crore worth of  

development projects that were 
pending are being executed, he 
said.

The prime minister alleged 
that when he launched the ‘Su-
jalam Sufalam’ project, which 
would reach water that was going 
waste by draining into the sea, to 
parched areas, the the Congress 
government in neighbouring 
Rajasthan objected to it.

“Rajasthan chief  minister 
Ashok Gehlot wrote to us that 
you cannot use the water without 
our permission,” he said.

Modi said “negative” politics 
was responsible for the current 
condition of the Congress, which 
once ruled all over the country 
and gave so many prime minis-
ters from one family. 

“The Congress’s only agenda 
is to save one family,” he said.

PTI

West Bengal Chief Minister Mamata Banerjee holding an all party meeting regarding Darjeeling issues with Board of Administrator (BoA) for Darjeel-
ing, chairman and GJM (Gorkha Janamukti Morcha) rebel leader Binay Tamang and others at Nabanna (State Secretariat) in Kolkata on Monday.

PTI

 Fire personnel rescuing a child after a building collapsed due to a suspected cylinder blast 
at Ejipura area in Bengaluru on Monday. 

PTI

Vice President Venkaiah Naidu at the valedictory function of “India 
International Science Festival-2017” in Chennai on Monday. 
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Somalia truck bombing toll 
over 300 as funerals continue 

Catalonia leader fails to clarify 
independence declaration 

N Korea to step up anti-US education

31 killed in Portugal wildfires, four in SpainUN raises number of Rohingya 
refugees in Bangladesh to 537,000

IS Southeast Asia chief killed in Philippines — govt.

California wildfire 
death toll rises to 40

Mogadishu, Oct. 16 (PTI/
AP): The death toll from a 
truck bombing in Somalia’s 
capital has risen above 300, 
the director of  an ambu-
lance service said today, as 
the fragile Horn of  Africa 
nation reeled from the dead-
liest single attack it’s ever 
experienced.

More people died of  
their wounds in the past few 
hours, said Dr. Abdulkadir 
Adam of  Aamin Ambu-
lance service. Funerals have 

begun, and the government 
said the death toll is expected 
to rise in what has become 
one of the world’s worst at-
tacks in years.

Saturday’s truck bomb-
ing targeted a crowded street 
in Mogadishu, and about 
300 others were injured, 
many with horrific burns. 
Somalia’s government is 
blaming the al-Qaida- linked 
al-Shabab, Africa’s deadliest 
Islamic extremist group, 
which has not commented.

More than 70 critically 
injured people were airlifted 
to Turkey for treatment on 
Monday as international 
aid began to arrive, officials 
said. Nervous relatives stood 
on the tarmac at the airport, 
praying for the recovery of  
their loved ones.

Overwhelmed hospitals 
in Mogadishu have strug-
gled to assist other badly 
wounded victims, many 
burned beyond recognition. 
Exhausted doctors struggled 

to keep their eyes open as 
the screams from victims 
or newly bereaved families 
echoed in the halls.

The attack is one of the 
deadliest attacks in sub-Sa-
haran Africa, larger than the 
Garissa University attack in 
Kenya in 2015, in which 148 
died, and the US Embassy 
bombings in Kenya and 
Tanzania in 1998, in which 
about 219 were killed.

In addition to Turkey, 
Kenya and Ethiopia have 
offered to send medical aid 
in response to what Somali’s 
government has called a 
“national disaster,” said In-
formation Minister Abdirah-
man Osman.

Al-Shabab, which for 
more than a decade has 
waged war in Somalia, often 
targets high-profile areas of  
Mogadishu.

Earlier this year, it vowed 
to step up attacks after both 
the Trump administration 
and Somalia’s recently elect-
ed president announced new 
military efforts against the 
group.

The country’s Soma-
li-American leader, Presi-
dent Mohamed Abdullahi 
Mohamed, has declared 
three days of mourning and 
joined thousands of people 

who responded to a des-
perate plea by hospitals to 
donate blood.

Mogadishu,  a  c i ty 
long accustomed to deadly 
bombings by al-Shabab, was 
stunned by the force of Sat-
urday’s blast. The explosion 
shattered hopes of recovery 
in an impoverished country 
left fragile by decades of  
conflict, and it again raised 
doubts over the govern-
ment’s ability to secure the 
seaside city of more than 2 
million people.

The United States has 
condemned the bombing, 
saying “such cowardly at-
tacks reinvigorate the com-
mitment of  the United 
States to assist our Somali 
and African Union partners 
to combat the scourge of  
terrorism.” It tweeted a pho-
to of its charge d’affaires in 
Somalia donating blood. 
But the US Africa Com-
mand said U.S. forces had 
not been asked to provide 
aid. 

The US military has 
stepped up drone strikes 
and other efforts this year 
against al-Shabab, which 
is also fighting the Somali 
military and over 20,000 
African Union forces in the 
country.

Indian-origin 
teenager is UK’s 
‘youngest millionaire’ 

London, Oct. 16 (IANS): An Indian-origin teenager 
has made a fortune by selling houses through his 
online estate agency business during his school lunch 
breaks and has become one of UK’s youngest mil-
lionaires, a media report said.

While other youngsters were kicking a ball 
around the playground, Akshay Ruparelia, 19, 
was quietly negotiating huge property deals on 
his mobile, the Daily Mirror reported.

He hired a call centre service to answer his 
company switchboard while he was in class and 
rang clients back after the school bell rang.

Within months, investors were buying shares 
in Ruparelia’s firm “www.doorsteps.co.uk”. In lit-
tle more than a year, the company has been valued 
at 12 million pounds and the teenager has sold 100 
million pounds worth of homes.

Ruparelia’s school friends nicknamed him “Alan 
Sugar” after Baron Sugar, the business tycoon and “Ap-
prentice” star.

The teenager said he is now on a mission to put tra-
ditional High Street estate agents out of business because 
they charge thousands of pounds in commission to sell a 
house -- and he does it for just 99 pounds.

His idea is proving so popular that this week Rupare-
lia’s company became the 18th biggest estate agency in 
the UK -- just 16 months after his website went live, the 
Mirror reported.

The firm, which the teenager started after relatives 
loaned him 7,000 pounds, already employs 12 people and 
is set to double in size with investors having already handed 
him 500,000 pounds to get their hands on shares.

He is raising five million pounds with a share issue and 
is recruiting an expanding network of mums across the UK 
who work self-employed showing clients around properties 
he has been asked to sell. 

“I want to rip up the old-style way we sell homes in this 
country,” said the teenager, who set up the business between 
lessons at Queen Elizabeth High School in Barnet, London, 
and still managed to get five A Levels, three at A* and two 
A grades in maths, economics, politics, history and financial 
studies.

“People have had enough of being ripped off by High 
Street agents in flash suits and cars charging them a fortune, 
but actually doing not a lot to sell their home,” he added.

“Why give an estate agent a small fortune just for 
putting photos of your house on the internet?

“Quite rightly people trust mums. Every mum who 
works for me will be honest and tell the truth. It is 
important. For the majority of people selling their 
home is the biggest financial transaction of  
their lives,” he said. 

Akshay Ruparelia has put plans of  
studying economics and management at 
Oxford University on hold because of his 
expanding business.

The teenager’s business is 
now worth £12m. 

(Photo Credit: Carl Fox)

Nicknamed as “Alan Sugar” by his school 
friends after Baron Sugar, the business 

tycoon and “Apprentice” star.

Washington, Oct. 16 (IANS): The California 
Department of  Forestry and Fire Protection 
has announced that the death toll from the 
week-long wildfire has reached 40 while 
75,000 people remain evacuated.

After six days of  hard work, firefighters 
continue to fight a fire that, for the time being, 
has devastated more than 88,000 hectares and 
reduced thousands of  buildings to ashes across 
the state, a spokesman for the Forest and Fire 
Protection Department told Efe news.

The area most affected by the blaze is Son-
oma County, a popular tourist area known 
for its wine production where 22 people have 
died and numerous vineyards, wineries and 
luxury hotels were destroyed by the fire.

In Mendocino County, eight people have 
lost their lives and another six have died in 
Napa County. The remaining four victims 
perished in Yuba.

With the latest death toll, this has been the 
deadliest wildfire reported in California since 
1993.

The region’s dry climate and the presence 
of  strong winds, popularly known as “Devil’s 
Winds”, make October a month of  high fire 
risk in California.

In recent years, the state has suffered a 
number of  devastating fires such as the one in 
San Diego County in 2007, which destroyed 
more than 1,600 homes. 

The main concern at the moment is that, 
as emergency agencies gain access to the af-
fected area, more dead bodies are likely to be 
found among the ruins.

Madrid, Oct. 16 (IANS): 
The president of  the au-
tonomous Spanish region 
of  Catalonia on Monday 
failed to clarify whether 
his administration had 
officially declared inde-
pendence from Spain and 
instead called for talks.

In a letter to Spanish 
Prime Minister Mariano 
Rajoy, Catalonia leader 
Carles Puigdemont asked 
for two months of  dia-
logue over the status of  
the region in northwest 
Spain, which held a dis-
puted independence refer-
endum on October 1, BBC 
reported.

Rajoy had set a dead-
line of  10 a.m. Monday 
for Puigdemont to clarify 
whether an ambiguous 
speech he delivered to the 
Catalan Parliament last 

week in the wake of  the 
referendum amounted to 
a declaration of  independ-
ence.

Rajoy had put Cata-
lonia on notice that, if  
it had officially declared 
a split, he would invoke 
provisions contained in 
Article 155 of  the Spanish 
Constitution, which allow 
the central government 
to dissolve the Catalan 
administration and order 
new elections.

Puigdemont told the 
Catalan Parliament last 
week that the region had 
earned the right to declare 
an independent republic 
after 90 per cent of  voters 
in the referendum chose 
to split from Spain. But 
he suspended the effects 
of  the declaration to allow 
for talks.

“The suspension on 
our side of  the results, that 
come out of  the vote on 
October 1, shows our firm 
commitment to finding a 
solution and avoiding con-
frontation,” Puigdemont 
wrote in his letter to Rajoy. 

“Our call for dialogue 
is sincere and honest. 
That is why during the 
next two months our main 
objective is to to invite you 
to have dialogue, and that 
all those international, 
Spanish and Catalan in-
stitutions and personali-
ties who have expressed 
their will to help establish 
negotiations, have the op-
portunity to explore this 
option,” he wrote. 

Spanish Deputy Prime 
Minister Soraya Sáenz de 
Santamaría was due to 
respond to the letter.

Pyongyang, Oct. 16 (IANS): North 
Korea will intensify anti-US education 
among its young soldiers and civilians as 
it was a strong ideological weapon against 
the war moves and sanctions by Wash-
ington, an official daily said on Monday.

Rodong Sinmum, the official daily 
of  the ruling Workers’ Party of  Korea, 
said in an editorial that the US is making 
desperate efforts to deprive North Korea 
of  its sovereignty, and the right to exist-
ence and development after the latter has 

developed nuclear and missile capacities, 
reports Xinhua news agency.

“If  anti-US class consciousness is par-
alysed among the younger generations, 
the revolution would be left unfinished 
and the whole nation would be slave of  
the US imperialists,” it said.

The editorial also said the US is 
“afraid of  the ideological and moral 
strength of  the army and people of  the 
North Korea equipped with transparent 
class consciousness”.

A Coruna (Spain), Oct. 16 
(IANS): Hundreds of  wild-
fires ravaging the north-
western corner of  the Iberi-
an peninsula have killed at 
least 31 people in Portugal 
and four in Spain’s Galicia 
region, officials in both na-
tions said on Monday.

Patr ic ia  Gaspar,  a 
spokeswoman for Portu-
gal’s Civil Protection serv-
ice, said the latest death 
toll was still provisional 
as efforts to gather infor-
mation from several vil-
lages encircled by the fires 
were ongoing, Efe news 
reported.

At least 51 people were 
injured in the conflagra-
tions, 15 of  whom were in 
a serious condition.

The victims succumbed 
to the flames in the cen-
tral Portuguese districts of  
Coimbra, Guarda, Castelo 
Branco and Viseu, where 
the majority of  the more 
than 500 wildfires that af-
fected the country over the 
weekend broke out.

Around 145 fires were 
still active, Gaspar said and 
over 4,529 firefighters were 
battling to extinguish the 
infernos in Portugal.

Fires were also ravaging 

areas of  Portugal’s north 
and across the Spanish 
border similar blazes in the 
region of  Galicia claimed 
four lives.

In Spain, the victims 
were a 78-year-old man 
who died trying to save his 
animals in a village in the 
Orense province, officials 
said. 

Two women died on 
Sunday when the van they 
were travelling in was en-
gulfed in flames in Spain’s 
province of  Pontevedra.

A fourth victim was 
identified as a 70-year-old 
man who died after falling 

while trying to extinguish a 
fire in the city of  Vigo.

Another three people 
remained hospitalised with 
burns and several others 
were being treated for 
smoke inhalation.

Other forest fires were 
recorded in the northern 
region of  Asturias. 

In all instances, the 
f lames were fanned by 
unusually high fall tem-
peratures and winds push-
ing up ahead of  former 
hurricane Ophelia, which 
was heading north through 
the Atlantic towards the 
British Isles.

Iraqi forces taking over Kirkuk ‘declaration of war’ — Peshmerga
Erbil, Oct. 16 (IANS): The Kurd-
ish Peshmerga forces say that the 
takeover of  Kirkuk is “a flagrant 
declaration of  war” against the 
Kurds and warned that the Iraqi 
Prime Minister would pay a “heavy 
price” for triggering the conflict.

The “attack” on Kurdish-con-
trolled Kirkuk by Iraqi troops is “a 
flagrant declaration of  war against 
the nation of  Kurdistan,” the Pesh-
merga General Command said in a 
statement, as cited by Rudaw.

The Peshmerga described Bagh-
dad’s move as “retaliation against 
the right of  the people to vote on 
their fate,” referring to last month’s 
referendum on Kurdistan’s independ-
ence, in which 92.7 per cent voted to 

secede from Iraq.
The Monday developments re-

veal a split in Kurdish factions, as 
some of  the militias were reported 
to leave Kirkuk without a fight amid 
reports of  clashes between the Iraqi 
Army and the Peshmerga.

In a statement, the Peshmerga ac-
cused a faction from one of  the two 
main Iraqi Kurdish political parties, 
the ruling Patriotic Union of  Kurdis-
tan (PUK), of  “plotting” against the 
Kurds and committing “a great and 
historic treason”.

Iraqi Prime Minister Haider al-
Abadi earlier said the operation was 
aimed at protecting the unity of  Iraq 
following Kurdistan’s independence 
vote.

“It is my constitutional duty to 
work for the benefit of  the citizens 
and to protect our national unity that 
came under threat of  fragmentation 
as a result of  the referendum that was 
organized by the Kurdish region,” al-
Abadi said in a statement.

The Prime Minister added that 
the vote was held in violation of  the 
constitution and said that the Kurds 
“chose their personal interests over 
Iraq’s interests.” 

Kurdish leader Masoud Barzani 
ordered Peshmerga forces to not at-
tack the Iraqi military first, but gave 
a “green light to use every power” to 
fight against the advancing forces, ac-
cording to Hemin Hawrami, a senior 
assistant to Barzani.

Dhaka, Oct. 16 (IANS): The 
United Nations has raised the 
number of  newly arrived Ro-
hingya refugees in Bangladesh 
fleeing violence in Myanmar to 
537,000.

This is an increase of  about 
1,000 since the last UN report.

The report by the Inter Sec-
tor Coordination Group of  the 
UN includes data up to October 
14 and said the UN had been 
able to verify the arrival of  
18,000 new refugees last week, 
Efe news reported.

The report also said that 
the makeshift settlements in 
Kutupalong and Balukhali in 
the Cox’s Bazar area, which 
have joined together due to in-
creasing arrivals, have received 
374,000 persons.

Another 89,000 refugees 
have taken shelter with local 
host communities.“The speed 
and scale of  the influx has re-
sulted in a critical humanitarian 
emergency,” the report said.

The Bangladesh govern-
ment had counted 27,825 fami-
lies and the Ministry of  Home 
Affairs had registered 161,963 
refugees until now, which is 
around 28 per cent of  the total 
refugee population, according 

to the report.
The UN said that all the 

recently arrived refugees were 
in need of  food, medical serv-
ices and housing, although only 
37,000 families had received an 
emergency kit, which includes a 
tarpaulin for temporary shelter.

The crisis began on August 
25 when a insurgent group of  
the Rohingya Muslim minor-
ity staged a series of  attacks 
on the police and army posts 
in Rakhine state, to which the 
Myanmar military responded 
with an ongoing large-scale 
offensive.

According to eyewitnesses 
and human rights organisations, 
the Myanmar army has razed 
villages and shot and killed an 
undetermined number of  civil-
ians while clearing the area.

Although Myanmar main-
tains that the violence was 
triggered by Rohingya rebels, 
the UN High Commissioner 
for Human Rights has accused 
the military of  ethnic cleansing. 

Before the military cam-
paign, an estimated one million 
Rohingyas lived in Rakhine 
state in Myanmar, where the 
government denies them citi-
zenship. 

Manila, Oct. 16 (PTI/AFP): The 
head of  the Islamic State group in 
Southeast Asia, who figures on the US 
“most wanted terrorists” list, has been 
killed in the battle to reclaim a militant-
held Philippines city, the country’s 
defence minister said today.

Isnilon Hapilon’s death came dur-
ing a push to end the four-month siege 
of Marawi, a battle that has claimed 
more than 1,000 lives and raised fears 
that IS was seeking to set up a regional 
base in the southern Philippines.Secu-
rity analysts say Hapilon has been a 
key figure in the jihadist outfit’s drive 
to establish a caliphate as they suffer 
battlefield defeats in Iraq and Syria.

“(Our troops) were able to get Is-
nilon Hapilon and Omar Maute. They 
were both killed,” Defence Secretary 
Delfin Lorenzana told reporters, re-
ferring to another fighter who led the 
attack with Hapilon on Marawi in 
May.“Their bodies have been recovered 
by our operating units.” 

The US government had offered a 
USD 5 million bounty for information 
leading to Hapilon’s arrest, describing 
the 51- year-old as a senior leader of the 

southern Philippines-based Abu Sayyaf  
group, which the US considers a “for-
eign terrorist organisation”. Lorenzana 
said Philippine ground forces mounting 
a final assault on the militants in Ma-
rawi killed Hapilon and Omarkhayam 
Maute, one of two brothers who lead a 
militant group allied to Hapilon, early 
today.

DNA tests will be carried out on the 
two bodies because of the reward offer 
from the US and Philippine govern-
ments, he added.

“The implication of this develop-
ment is that the Marawi incident is 
almost over and we may announce the 
termination of hostilities in a couple 
of  days,” Lorenzana said.Philippine 
authorities have made several previous 
announcements on the imminent end 
of  the conflict, but observers believe 
this time the forecast is likely to be 
accurate.

Pro-IS gunmen occupied parts 
of Marawi, the Islamic capital of the 
mainly Catholic Philippines, on May 
23 following a foiled attempt by secu-
rity forces to arrest Hapilon, authorities 
said.The Philippine military says Hapi-

lon joined forces with the Maute group 
to plan the rampage.Since then more 
than 1,000 people have been killed and 
400,000 residents displaced.

Defence chiefs last month said 
other Philippine militant leaders had 
been killed in the battle for Marawi.
Troops were still pursuing Malaysian 
militant leader Mahmud Ahmad in the 
Marawi battle zone, Lorenzana said.

The insurgents have withstood a re-
lentless US-backed bombing campaign 
and intense ground battles with troops 
that have left large parts of Marawi in 
ruins.Troops identified Hapilon and 
Maute’s location yesterday based on 
information from a hostage who had 
escaped, Lorenzana said.

Hapilon’s death signalled rehabili-
tation of the city would begin soon, the 
presidential palace said.

“We will put our efforts and ener-
gies on the challenging task of rebuild-
ing and rehabilitating Marawi,” presi-
dential spokesman Ernesto Abella said. 

Hapilon is believed to have been 
involved in 2001 kidnappings of three 
Americans, two of  whom were later 
killed.

AP/PTI

Somalis remove the body of a man killed in Saturday’s blast, in Mogadishu, Somalia Sunday, Oct. 15, 2017. The 
death toll from the huge truck bomb blast in Somalia’s capital rose to over 50 Sunday, with more than 60 others 
injured, as hospitals struggled to cope with the high number of casualties, security and medical sources said. 
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Woody Allen ‘sad’ for Weinstein over sexual assault allegations
American filmmaker Woody Allen says he is “sad” for Harvey Weinstein’s “messed up” 
life as the producer faces numerous allegations of sexual assault. The filmmaker said he 
had heard rumours but not “these horror stories” after a number of women came forward 
to accuse Weinstein of assault, reports bbc.com. Weinstein was voted off the board behind 
the Oscars on Saturday as a result of the allegations. Allen faced his own sex claims; ac-
cused of molesting his adopted daughter - a claim he has always denied.  Weinstein has 
been credited with reviving Allen’s career after the director was accused of abusing Dylan 
Farrow, his daughter with actress Mia Farrow. But despite working with Weinstein on a 
number of films, including the Oscar-winning “Mighty Aphrodite”, Allen said he had 
never heard of any allegations of rape and sexual assault. (IANS)

Temsumongba Ozukum an Ao song writer and singer recently released his 2nd album titled ‘Kü Teimla’ at 
East Dimapur Ao Baptist Arogo sanctified by their pastor Jongpong Imsong. The album speaks about Gods 
undignified love that gives hope for every lost soul.

Decapitated issue statement 
after being charged with rape

Sophie Turner, Joe Jonas engaged

Adele pays tribute to George 
Michael in documentary

Pussycat Dolls founder denies Jones’s ‘prostitution ring’ allegations

Katie Price’s son targeted in 50,000 pounds blackmail plot

Tom Keifer hospitalised with heat exhaustion and severe dehydration

TickeT raTes
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Gold Rs. 150
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HILL STAR 
Movie Schedule

Hill Star is thrilled to announce 
its valued HillStarCinema 

fans that the hall is now live at 
BookMyShowIN You can now 

BUY tickets online! 

2 pm, 5 pm: Judwaa 2 (Hindi)

D
ecapitated 
have issued a 
statement af-
ter they were 
formally 

charged with rape late last 
week.

All four members of  
the band: Michal Lysejko, 

Waclaw Kietlyka, Rafal 
Piotrowski and Hubert 
Wiecek, were recently ex-
tradited from Los Angeles 
to Spokane to face charges 
stemming from an alleged 
incident after a show at the 
city’s The Pin on August 
31 this year.

The statement reads: 
“Following extradition 
from California to Wash-
ington, the band has now 
been charged. We’d like to 
emphasise; the Spokane 
Police Department has 
pressed charges as proce-
dural formality, without 

doing so, they would be 
forced to release the band 
– this is not a conviction or 
any indication of guilt or 
innocence.

 “Once again, we ask 
that everyone wait for each 
party’s case to be presented 
and await the court’s deci-
sion. With that said, whilst 
cases are being prepared on 
both sides, some facts are 
indisputable at this point 
– that the original officer 
who took the complaint 
from the accuser stated, ‘I 
do not have probable cause 
that a rape occurred.’

 “It’s taken a full 30 
days to file charges, which 
is right up against the point 
at which the defendants 
would legally have had to 
be released.”

The statement con-
tinues: “The band firmly 
refutes the allegations and 
are confident that once the 
facts and evidence have 

been seen and heard, they 
will be released and able to 
return home.

 “Individuals who 
were present on the night 
in question with informa-
tion about the case are 
asked to reach out to the 
defence lawyer, Steve Gra-
ham of Spokane, Wash-
ington.”

It’s the second state-
ment from the band 
following their arrest last 
month. They previously 
said: “While we are not 
perfect human beings, we 
are not kidnappers, rapists, 
or criminals. As such, we 
strongly deny the allega-
tions that have recently 
been brought against us.” 

That statement also 
confirmed that the band 
had shut down its touring 
plans throughout 2017 
due to the timeline of legal 
proceedings.

Teamrock

S
inger Joe Jonas and actress 
Sophie Turner have announced 
their engagement on social 
media.

“She said yes,” the DNCE 
frontman, captioned an Instagram photo 
of Turner’s hand with her new engagement 
ring, reports billboard.com.

The “Game of Thrones” actress posted 

the same photo with the caption: “I said 
yes.” 

Jonas, 28, and Turner, 21, began dating 
last year and have since travelled to Lon-
don together to meet her parents. 

They spent Thanksgiving with the Jo-
nas family at the California skiing destina-
tion Mammoth Mountain.

IANS

S
inger Adele’s tribute has 
been included in the “Free-
dom” documentary on late 
pop icon George Michael.

She was asked to join 
the project later than other stars and 
her tribute to the star will be aired 
during the opening credits, reports 
thesun.co.uk.

The project, on which Michael 
was working when he died, features 
contributions from stars includ-
ing Kate Moss, Chris Martin and 
Naomi Campbell. 

But at the 11th hour Adele in-
sisted on entering a studio to  capture 
her version of Michael’s song “Fast 
love” for it.

Sources say the diva, who 
performed a slowed-down cover of  
the track at the Grammys, may now 
release it in memory of Michael, 
who died last Christmas at age 53.

A source said: “Adele did not 
feature until a very late stage. 
But George’s best friend David 
Austin, who was making the 
film with him, asked her if she 
would be involved and she 
said yes straight away.

“She was a massive fan 
and wanted to make sure 
her tribute was perfect. The 
result was incredible and will 
be aired during the opening 
credits.” 

Adele, 29 -- who 
received a Brit 
Award for Best 
Album from 
Michael in 2012 
-- has credited 
him as “one 
of the truest 
icons” after he 
inspired her 
from the age 
of 10.

IANS

Dear liya
Wishing you a very joyous Happy 1st 
birthday,may the good lord continue 
to shower blessing upon you.

From Loved ones.

P
ussycat Dolls founder 
Robin Antin has called 
one-time member Kaya 
Jones’s “prostitution 
ring” allegations “ridicu-

lous lies”.
Jones took to Twitter last week 

to allege that the members of her 
former girl group were a part of a 
“prostitution ring”.

Antin spoke to news outlet The 
Blast and called the allegations 
“disgusting, ridiculous lies”, and 
said Jones, who was in the group 
from 2003-2005, is “clearly looking 
for her 15 minutes”, reports eonline.
com.

The outlet also reports that the 
choreographer claims that Jones 
was never an official member of the 
group. 

On Friday, Jones tweeted about 
her departure from the group: “I 
wasn’t in a girl group. I was in a 
prostitution ring. Oh and we hap-

pened to sing and be famous. While 
everyone who owned us made the $ 
(dollars).”

“How bad was it? People ask 
bad enough that I walked away 
from my dreams, my bandmates 
and a 13 million dollar record deal. 
We knew we were going to be #1.”

Jones also called out the group’s 
“den mother” but did not take 
names.

The singer wrote: “I want the 
den mother from hell to confess 
why another 1 of her girl group girls 
committed suicide? Tell the public 
how you mentally broke us.”

Twitter followers immediately 
alleged that Jones was talking about 
G.R.L. singer Simone Battle, who 
committed suicide in September of  
2014. There has been no confirma-
tion that Jones was speaking about 
Battle.

Jones wrote: “To be a part 
of the team, you must be a team 

player. Meaning sleep with whoever 
they say. If you don’t they have 
nothing on you to leverage…Yes I 
said leverage. Meaning after they 
turn you out or get you hooked on 
drugs they use it against you. Cor-
rect. Victimizing the victim again.”

The Blast also reports that Antin 
responded to these comments, say-
ing that Jones’s bringing up Battle 
was “nasty” and that a lawyer for 
the group had been contacted about 
possibly pursuing legal action.

Asia Nitollano, who was briefly 
in the group in 2007, tweeted: 
“Who is Kaya Jones? She was not 
a part of The Pussycat Dolls the re-
cording group so I do not know her. 
If she was in the Vegas show then I 
know nothing about that nor have I 
ever heard such a thing.”

“But judging from Google, she 
looks like she just wants her 15 
minutes of fame.”

IANS

T
V personality Katie 
Price called in police 
after her son Harvey 
was targeted in 
a 50,000 pounds 

blackmail plot.
The star, 39, said she raised 

the alarm after receiving an 
anonymous email warning 
that Harvey’s face would be 

“smashed in” unless she paid the 
cash, reports thesun.co.uk.

The schemer also threatened 
to release details of an affair they 
claimed Price’s husband Kieran 
Hayler was having with a friend. 

They also demanded that 
Price arrange for the black-

mail money to be deliv-
ered to an East London 
address. They wanted a 
designer Armani dress 
as part of the deal as 

well.
The email, sent to her man-

agement company, is now being 
investigated by police, who are said 
to be taking the matter “extremely 
seriously”.

Price, who cancelled an appear-
ance on Saturday in Manchester, 
said: “I’m terrified. This is clearly a 
blackmail threat, and I need to be 
at home with my family.”

A source close to Price added: 
“This is all the more horrifying for 
Katie because she has experienced 
threats against her children before. 
On three separate occasions she 
has had to get the police involved. 

“The thought of anyone harm-
ing the kids sickens her to the core, 
and until the police have caught the 
perpetrator, she feels she just can’t 
leave them. Katie is really shaken 
by this and is hoping against hope 

that the police catch this person as 
soon as possible.

“She knows they will be living 
in fear until they do.”

Katie later took to her Twit-
ter page to tell fans she was on 
“mummy guard”.

IANS

F
ormer Cinderella 
guitarist and vocalist 
Tom Keifer was taken 
to hospital on Saturday 
night after collapsing 

prior to his show in Warrendale, 
Pennsylvania.

He was due to perform at 
Jergel’s Rhythm Grille in the city, 
but was taken ill with heat ex-
haustion and severe dehydration. 
He was driven to a local hospital 

where his condition is described 
as “stable” with a statement on 
his Facebook page indicating he’ll 
resume his live duties later this 
week.

The statement reads: “Tom 
Keifer was, regretfully, forced 
to postpone his performance in 
Warrendale, PA, last night follow-
ing his collapse prior to the show.

“Kiefer was transported 
to a local hospital where he 

underwent tests and was kept 
overnight. Doctors confirm that 
Keifer is in a stable condition and 
believe the episode points to heat 
exhaustion and severe dehydra-
tion.

“Kiefer was given fluids, is 
resting comfortably, and is expect-
ed to be released later today. He 
plans to return to his performance 
schedule later in the week.”

Teamrock

Ed Sheeran injures arm in bicycle accident Birthday Greetings
S

inger Ed Sheeran has 
injured his right arm 
in a bicycle accident, 
putting in jeopardy 
some of his upcoming 

shows. He is due to perform in 
India on November 19.

“I’ve had a bit of a bicycle 
accident and I’m currently wait-
ing on some medical advice, 
which may affect some of my 
upcoming shows. Please stay 
tuned for further news. Ed,” the 
“Shape of you” singer posted on 
his Facebook page along with a 
photograph.

His right arm is plastered, 
while his left arm is strapped up 

in a navy shoulder bandage.
According to mirror.co.uk, 

Sheeran was knocked down by a 
car here.

He is due to play a host of  
tour dates in Asia over the next 
couple of weeks, starting with 
October 22 in Taipei, followed 
by appearances in Osaka, Seoul 
in South Korea, Tokyo in Japan, 
Hong Kong, the Philippines, 
Indonesia and Singapore, before 
moving on to Malaysia and 
Thailand in mid-November.

His last dates for 2017 are set 
for November 19 in Mumbai, In-
dia, and November 23 in Dubai.

IANS
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This artistic rendering shows the distant view from Planet Nine back towards the sun. The planet is thought 
to be gaseous, similar to Uranus and Neptune.
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Mirror Crossword 1622sud0ku 1462
Every Sudoku has a unique solution that can be 
reached logically. Enter numbers into the blank 
spaces so that each row, column and 3x3 box 
contains the numbers 1 to 9.

solutions to CRossWoRD 1621

ACRoss

1. An interest followed with 
exaggerated zeal

4. Dip lightly into water
7. A fabric woven from goat 

and camel hair
10. The 22nd letter of the 

Greek alphabet
11. The compass point midway 

between northeast and east
12. Talk
13. Lizardlike amphibians
15. Physicist
16. More than ten
18. Synagogue
21. A Caucasian who speaks a 

Semitic language
24. Cornbreads
26. Earth mover
27. In a way, diminishes
29. 13-19
30. Shawl
32. Built by Noah
34. Having or showing 

profound knowledge
38. Arctic explorers, abbr.
39. A quantity of no 

importance
40. Often for medication
41. Million gallons per day, 

abbr.
42. The compass point 

midway between east and 
southeast

43. Distress signal 

DoWn
1. Licenses TV stations
2. Satisfaction
3. Western India island
4. An agreement about 

buying and selling
5. Wagers
6. Annoyed
7. Suffer agony
8. Humbug
9. Defensive nuclear 

weapon 
14. Wipe out magnetically 

recorded information
17. In a way, behaved
18. A health resort near a 

spring or at the seaside
19. A shelf beside an open 

fire where something 
can be kept warm

20. Not invited or requested
22. Drive

23. Bulky grayish-brown 
eagle 

25. Peaceful
28. Frocks
31. Whine
32. Cash dispenser
33. A cleaning cloth
35. Many subconsciousses
36. Religious belief
37. Travel one unit east and 

one unit south

solutions to suD0ku 1451

Planet Nine does exist in 
our solar system   — NAsA

WhatsApp for Android beta version brings major updates

Methane rainstorms on Titan more frequent than thought

Penicillin allergy may increase risk of infections

Last ancestor of humans small like gibbons — Study

Aquifer water levels in Himalayas can forewarn of earthquakes

Washington, Oct.  16 
(IANS): NASA believes 
a ninth planet does exist 
that might be 10 times the 
mass of  Earth and 20 times 
farther from the Sun than 
Neptune, debunking myths 
that the planet, dubbed ‘Ni-
biru’ by doomsayers, will 
end of  the world.

Konstantin Batygin, 
a planetary astrophysicist 
at California Institute of  
Technology (Caltech) in 
Pasadena, whose team 
is closing in on finding 
Planet Nine said there is 
now enough evidence to 
assume the “mysterious 
world exists”.

“There are now five 
different lines of  observa-
tional evidence pointing 
to the existence of  Planet 
Nine,” said Batygin, who 
is a planetary astrophysi-
cist at Caltech, in a NASA 
statement.

“If  you were to remove 

this explanation and imag-
ine Planet Nine does not 
exist, then you generate 
more problems than you 
solve. 

“All of  a sudden, you 
have five different puzzles, 
and you must come up with 
five different theories to 
explain them,” the astro-
physicist explained.

If  a planet is there, it’s 
extremely distant and will 
stay that way -- with no 
chance of  ever colliding 
with Earth, or bringing 
“days of  darkness”, as sug-
gested by doomsayers.

According to NASA, it 
is now harder to imagine 
our solar system without a 
Planet Nine than with one.

“The signs so far are 
indirect, mainly its gravi-
tational footprints, but that 
adds up to a compelling 
case nonetheless,” Batygin 
noted.

Batygin and his co-au-

thor, Caltech astronomer 
Mike Brown, described 
the first three breadcrumbs 
on Planet Nine’s trail in a 
January 2016 paper, pub-
lished in the Astronomical 
Journal.

Six known objects in 
the distant Kuiper Belt, a 
region of  icy bodies stretch-
ing from Neptune outward 
toward interstellar space, 
have elliptical orbits.

These orbits are tilted 
the same way, about 30 
degrees “downward” com-
pared to the pancake-like 
plane within which the 
planets orbit the Sun.

Computer simulations 
of  the solar system with 
Planet Nine included show 
there should be more ob-
jects tilted with respect to 
the solar plane.

In fact, the tilt would 
be on the order of  90 de-
grees, as if  the plane of  the 
solar system and these ob-

San Francisco, Oct. 16 
(IANS): The newest Beta 
version of  WhatsApp for 
Android has several up-
dates, including a smaller 
app size and a feature that 
would notify the contacts 
when you change your 
number, a media report 
said.

According to technol-
ogy website Teknepolis, 
the latest package 2.17.375 
takes up less space when 

downloading and install-
ing. The 
decrease 
- -  a p -
p r o x i -
m a t e l y 
6MB -- in 
the size 
is due to 
the elimi-
nation of  
20 librar-
ies that were added in ver-
sions above.

The other major up-
d a t e  i s 
t h a t 
w h e n 
y o u 
c h a n g e 
y o u r 
p h o n e 
number 
in What-
s A p p , 
y o u r 

contacts would receive 
notification of  the update. 

The feature  would 
work  ever y  t ime  you 
change your phone num-
ber. 

Users can even custom-
ise which contacts -- all or 
with which they have chats 
-- would see that they have 
changed numbers.

In addition to these 
two major updates, the 
company has also modi-
fied 473 files correcting 
several minor errors.

N e w  Yo r k ,  O c t .  1 6 
(IANS): Scientists have 
found that intense methane 
rainstorms batter Saturn’s 
largest moon Titan much 
more frequently than ex-
pected, creating massive 
floods in terrain that are 
otherwise deserts.

The storms occur less 
than once per Titan year 
-- which is 29-and-a-half  
Earth years -- but they ap-
pear to have a key role in 
shaping Titan’s icy surface, 
said the study published in 
the journal Nature Geosci-
ence.

“I would have thought 
these would be once-a-
millennium events,” said 
Jonathan Mitchell, Associ-
ate Professor of  Planetary 
Science at University of  
California, Los Angeles 
(UCLA).

“So this is quite a sur-

prise,” Mitchell, principal 
investigator of  UCLA’s 
Titan climate modelling 
research group, said.

Titan’s surface is strik-
ingly similar to Earth’s, 
with flowing rivers that 
spill into great lakes and 
seas, and the moon has 
storm clouds that bring 
seasonal, monsoon-like 
downpours, Mitchell said. 

But Titan’s precipita-
tion is liquid methane, not 
water.

“The most  intense 
methane storms in our cli-
mate model dump at least 
a foot of  rain a day, which 
comes close to what we 
saw in Houston from Hur-
ricane Harvey this sum-
mer,” Mitchell said.

The study also found 
that the extreme methane 
rainstorms may imprint the 
moon’s icy surface in much 

the same way that extreme 
rainstorms shape Earth’s 
rocky surface, said Sean 
Faulk, a UCLA graduate 
student and the study’s lead 
author.

On Ear th ,  in tense 
storms can trigger large 
f lows of  sediment that 
spread into low lands and 
form cone-shaped features 
called alluvial fans. 

In the new study, the 
scientists found that re-
gional patterns of  extreme 
rainfall on Titan are corre-
lated with recent detections 
of  alluvial fans, suggesting 
that they were formed by 
intense rainstorms.

The finding demon-
strates the role of  extreme 
precipitation in shaping 
Titan’s surface, said Seulgi 
Moon, Assistant Professor 
at UCLA.

Titan’s alluvial fans 

were detected by a radar 
instrument on the Cassini 
spacecraft, which began or-
biting Saturn in late 2004. 

The Cassini mission 
ended in September 2017, 
when NASA programmed 
it to plunge into the planet’s 
atmosphere as a way to 
safely destroy the space-
craft. The study suggests 
that the intense storms 
develop due to the sharp 
differences between the 
wetter, cooler weather in 
the higher latitudes and the 
drier, warmer conditions in 
the lower latitudes. 

Similar temperature 
contrasts on Earth pro-
duce intense cyclones in 
the mid-latitudes, which is 
what creates the storms and 
blizzards that are common 
during the winter months 
across much of  North 
America.

N e w  Yo r k ,  O c t .  1 6 
(IANS): Surgical patients 
with recorded penicillin 
allergy may be at 50 per 
cent higher risk of  de-
veloping infections, new 
research has found.
The study published on-
line in the journal Clini-
cal Infectious Diseases 
indicates that preopera-
tive penicillin evaluation 
could effectively reduce 
surgical site infections in 
these patients

“This study has di-
rect clinical significance,” 
said lead author Kimberly 

Blumenthal from Massa-
chusetts General Hospital 
(MGH) in the US.

The researchers noted 
that 40 per cent of  health-
care-related infections in 
hospitalised patients oc-
cur at the site of  surgical 
incisions, and such infec-
tions can lead to compli-
cations and even death. 

They also significantly 
increase health care costs.

The researchers re-
viewed the medical re-
cords of  almost 8,400 
patients who underwent 
common surgical pro-

cedures - hip or knee re-
placement, hysterectomy, 
colon surgery and coro-
nary artery bypass - at the 
MGH from 2010 through 
2014. 

Of  that total, 922 pa-
tients had penicillin al-
lergy noted in their medi-
cal record, a proportion 
similar to that of  the gen-
eral population. Overall 
214 patients developed 
a surgical site infection: 
3.5 per cent of  those with 
documented penicillin al-
lergy compared with 2.6 
per cent of  those without.

The risk of  a surgical 
site infection was found 
to be 50 per cent higher in 
patients with a reported 
penicillin allergy, and the 
only factor clearly associ-
ated with infection risk 
was the type of  antibiotic 
patients received. 

A review of  available 
information about the 
reactions leading to the 
patients’ allergy diagnoses 
revealed that practically 
all of  them could have 
safely received standard 
testing for penicillin al-
lergies.

London, Oct. 16 (IANS): 
Researchers have found 
that the last common an-
cestor of apes and humans 
was likely small, probably 
weighing about 12 pounds 
-- about the size of a gibbon. 
The findings challenged the 
earlier suggestions that the 
last common ancestor was 
similar to modern chim-
panzees in both size and 
appearance.

“Body size directly af-
fects how an animal relates 
to its environment, and no 
trait has a wider range of bi-
ological implications,” said 
lead author Mark Grabows-
ki, Assistant Professor at 
the University of Tubingen 
in Germany. Among liv-
ing primates, humans are 
most closely related to apes, 
which include the lesser 
apes (gibbons) and the great 
apes (chimpanzees, gorillas, 

Bengaluru, Oct. 16 (IANS): 
Continuous monitoring of  
water levels in the foothills 
of the Himalayas can warn 
about an impending earth-
quake in the region, which 
is due for a major temblor.

This recommendation 
to the Ministry of  Earth 
Sciences has come from 
Ramesh Singh, professor 
of  environmental sciences 
at California’s Chapman 
University, who is also presi-
dent of the Natural Hazards 
Group of  the American 
Geological Union.

Singh says the utility of  
monitoring the water levels 
of  underground aquifers 
for predicting earthquakes 
in quake-prone regions has 
been confirmed from analy-
sis of  water level data in a 
bore hole collected during 
the earthquake that rocked 
Nepal’s Gorkha district on 
April 25, 2015. The findings 
of the study carried out by 
Singh and three seismolo-
gists from China have re-
cently been published in the 
journal Techtonophysics.

The Gorkha quake, one 
of  the deadliest in Nepal, 
killed about 5,000 people 
mainly in Nepal, a few in 
bordering India, two in Ban-

gladesh and one in China, 
and injured about 9,200 
people.

Whenever earthquakes 
occur, widespread cracks 
and deformations on the 
earth’s surface are com-
mon, resulting in changes 
in groundwater levels, Singh 
told this correspondent in 
an email.

In China, many param-
eters are being monitored in 
water wells, including water 
level, water temperature, and 
water radon concentrations 
to detect any signal prior to 
an impending earthquake.

According to the scien-
tists, due to seismic wave 
propagation, the volume 
of  an aquifer expands and 
contracts, forming fractures 
that change the water flow 
in a bore well sunk into the 
aquifer. In the case of  the 
Gorkha quake, the scientists 
considered the water level in 
a bore well -- called “Jingle” 
well -- atop an aquifer in 
China’s Shanxi province, 
2,769 kilometres from the 
temblor’s epicenter. The data 
was analysed soon after the 
Nepal earthquake.

A “spectrum analysis” 
of  the co-seismic response 
of the bore hole water level 

showed large amplitude os-
cillations with a maximum 
peak-to-peak value of about 
1.75 metres associated with 
ground vibrations gener-
ated by the earthquake, says 
their report. In addition, the 
analysis revealed the arrival 
of a possible precursor wave 
at the “Jingle” well about 
6.5 hours prior to the actual 
occurrence.

“The study of co-seismic 
changes in groundwater has 
emerged as an important 
research area which can 
provide an improved un-
derstanding of  earthquake 
processes and corresponding 
changes in surface and sub-
surface parameters,” Singh 
said.

Water level data in close 
proximity to the epicenter 
may be of great importance 
in getting early warning sig-
nals of an impending earth-
quake, he said. China and 
the United States routinely 
monitor aquifer water levels 
at 15-minute intervals. 

In the light of the find-
ing, Singh said that “India’s 
Ministry of Earth Sciences 
may consider deploying 
water level sensors in the 
Himalayan foothills areas, 
which may provide valu-

able information about an 
impending earthquake in the 
Himalayan region, which is 
due for a major earthquake.”

Such data, he added, “is 
also useful in understanding 
the dynamic nature of  the 
Indian plate”.

However Arun Bapat, 
former head of Earthquake 
Engineering Research at the 
Central Water and Power 
Research Station in Pune, 
says he has some reser-
vations about the study’s 
conclusion that water level 
changes observed in the bore 
hole were the warning signal 
for the Gorkha earthquake.

“Various effects associ-
ated with a large earthquake 
(Magnitude 7.5 or more) 
such as electrical, magnetic, 
geological, tectonic, hydrau-
lic, radioactivity, etc., have 
been observed within about 
600 to 800 km from the 
epicenter (but not beyond),” 
Bapat told IANS.

Bapat said the magni-
tude of  the Gorkha quake 
was about 6.5 to 6.75 which 
is considered as moderate. 
“The effect of  this quake 
on water level changes at a 
distance of 2,769 kilometres 
from its epicenter is almost 
not possible.”

jects formed an “X” when 
viewed edge-on.

Sure enough, Brown re-
alised that five such objects 
already known to astrono-
mers fit the bill.

A second article from 
the team, led by Batygin’s 
graduate student Elizabeth 
Bailey, showed that Planet 
Nine could have tilted the 
planets of  our solar system 
during the last 4.5 billion 
years.

This could explain a 
longstanding mystery: 
Why is the plane in which 
the planets orbit tilted 
about six degrees com-
pared to the sun’s equator?

“Over long periods 
of  time, Planet Nine will 
make the entire solar-
system plane precess or 
wobble, just like a top on a 
table,” Batygin said.

The remaining step is 
to find Planet Nine itself. 
Batygin and Brown are us-
ing the Subaru Telescope 
at Mauna Kea Observatory 
in Hawaii to try to do just 
that.

If  Planet Nine is found, 
it will be a homecoming of  
sorts, or at least a family 
reunion.

Over the past 20 years, 
surveys of  planets around 
other stars in our galaxy 
have found the most com-
mon types to be “super 
Earths” and their some-
what larger cousins -- big-
ger than Earth but smaller 
than Neptune.

“Yet these common, 
garden-variety planets are 
conspicuously absent from 
our solar system. Weigh-
ing in at roughly 10 times 
Earth’s mass, the proposed 
Planet Nine would make a 
good fit,” NASA said.

and orangutans) -- together known as hominoids.
These hominoids emerged and diversified during the 

Miocene period, between about 23 million to five million 
years ago. 

For the study, published in the journal Nature Commu-
nications, the team compared body size data from modern 
primates, including humans, to fossil hominins and a wide 
sample of  fossil primates including Miocene apes from 
Africa, Europe and Asia.  The results suggested that the 
ancestor already had the ability of  “suspensory locomo-
tion” -- overhand hanging and swinging, before becoming 
too large to walk easily on branches. 

While the development of  suspensory locomotion 

helped them to get to prized 
but otherwise inaccessible 
food, the larger body would 
let them engage in direct 
confrontation with mon-
keys when required, the 
researchers said. 

In addition, a group of  
early human relatives called 
australopiths were found 
to be smaller than their an-
cestors, and early humans 
continued to remain small 
till the arrival of  Homo 
erectus -- ancestor to mod-
ern humans, who lived at 
least 1.8 million years ago, 
the research revealed.

“There appears to be a 
decrease in overall body size 
within our lineage, rather 
than size simply staying the 
same or getting bigger with 
time, which goes against 
how we generally think 
about evolution,” Grabows-
ki said.
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NSF Martyrs’ Memorial Trophy G Rio School wins U-19 CBSE East 
Zone Cluster-1 football tourney

Manipur felicitate its U-17 World Cup players

MDFA Trophy: Rongpang Reju thrash Telongjem FC 6-1

Naga fighters shine at YFC in Mumbai LMSSOP: 
Genesis FC 
and Scavenger 
Hunt FC wins Grassroots football camp underway at Pfutsero

India unlikely to play any 'four-day' Tests in near future

Nagaland Police (Red) and Tangkhul Students' Union Manipur enter semis

Players of Tangkhul Students' Union Manipur (blue) and Tiema-Khe Kidima in action at the Kohima local ground on Monday.

EM Images

Winner of the tournament, G Rio School players with the coaches after the closing ceremony in Digboi 
on Monday.

EM Images

Avizo Liegise, Mulinuba Molier, Matsung Ozukum, Ketholetuo Nagi, Khriemelie Metha and Atokivi Chishi 
at the Yoddha Fighting Championship in Mumbai.

Players of Telongjem FC (white jersey) and Rongpang Reju in action at the third quarterfinal match of the 
ongoing MDFA Trophy 2017 at Imkongmeren Sports Complex, Mokokchung on Monday.

Chief Minister, Nongthombam Biren Singh posing for the lens with the eight U-17 World Cup footballers in Imphal on Monday.

EM Images

Our Correspondent
Kohima, Oct. 16 (EMN): 
Nagaland Police (DGP 
Team Red) and Tangkhul 
Students' Union Mani-
pur won their respective 
quarterfinals matches and 
entered the semi-finals of  
the ongoing NSF Mar-
tyrs' Football Trophy at the 
Kohima local ground on 
Monday.

With the win, Naga-
land Police will take on 
Tangkhul Students' Union 
Manipur in the semifinal 
match on Oct.18.

Nagaland Police nar-
rowly defeated 10-men Esii 
United FC, Manipur 2-1 in 
the first match.

In the match, Kekhri-
eletuo of  Nagaland Police 
opened the scoring in the 
23rd minute and Lipok-
sashi doubled the lead in 
the 39th minute to make it 
2-0 till the first half.

Esii United FC man-
aged to pull back a goal 
through Prokreni in the 
79th minute but Benjo be-
ing sent off  for two yellow 
cards in the 86th minute 
was a hard blow for the 
team as they suffered a de-
feat to end their saga in the 
tournament. The heated 
second half  also saw three 
yellow cards and a red card 
for Benjo during the match.

In the second quar-

terfinal match, Tangkhul 
Students' Union Manipur 
registered an easy win over 
Tiema-Khe Kidima 3-0 to 
book their semifinal berth. 
A sloppy defensive side 
from Tiema-Khe Kidima 
gifted Tangkhul side the 
victory.

In the match, Rinchan-
so Khongreiwo opened 
the scoring for Tangkhul 
Students Union Manipur 
in the 6th minute, while the 
second goal came through 
the boots of  Thotthan-
mung in the 20th minute. 
Kidima side failed to deal 
with the pace of  Manipur 
team and sloppy defend-
ing helped Tangkhul to 

breach the defense to score 
two quick goals in the 20 
minute.

In the second half, 
Kidima side came back 
stronger and dominated 
the possession but they 
struggled to create chances 
and failed to find the target 
and Reisangmi Vashum 
completed the treble for 
Tangkhul Students Union 
in the 85th minute to fin-
ished the game.
Tuesday’s quarterfinal 
matches

Forerunners 4th NAP 
Thizama vs Khyouchi FC 

Manipur (11:30 am)
Lamphel FC Manipur vs 

Barak FC Peren (1:30 pm)

Our Correspondent 
K o h i m a ,  O c t .  1 6 
(EMN): G Rio School, 
Kohima defeated Holy 
Cross School, Gangtok 
1-0 in the final to lift the 
U-19 CBSE East Zone 
Cluster-1 Football Trophy 
held here at the Jubilee 
ground in Digboi, Tin-
sukia District of  Upper 
Assam on Monday.

The winning and lone 
goal came through the 
boots of  skipper Wanmei 
in the second half  for G 
Rio School to hand their 
victory over Holy Cross 
School in the final match.

While for U-17 cat-
egory, Sainik School, 
Punglwa defeated Sainik 
School Guwalpara 3-1 
to lift the title for U-17 
CBSE East Zone Clus-
ter-1 Football Trophy

G Rio School on their 
way to the finals beat 
Royal Global School, 
Guwahati 3-1 in the first 
match, overcame NPS 
International School Gu-
wahati 3-2 in the second 
round, beat Kaziranga 
English Academy School 
3-2 via tiebreaker after the 
match ended 1-1 in quar-
ters and defeated Mont 
Fort School Guwahati 

2-1 to enter the final of  the tournament.
Altogether 15 players along with two 

coaches namely Silvi Tepa and Selhu 
Chase were part of  the G Rio School that 
took part in the tournament.

The five-day tournament was organ-
ised by the Digboi Little Stars Senior 
School for u-17 and u-19 category. 22 
teams participated in the U-19 category, 

while 9 teams participated in the U-17 
category; the participating schools in-
clude Assam, Sikkim, Nagaland, and 
Manipur.

Both the schools will now be rep-
resenting the northeast states for the 
national level "CBSE XIX Football Clus-
ter" to be held from Oct. 4-8th at Vidya 
Global School, Meerut of  Uttar Pradesh.

Our Correspondent
Mokokchung, Oct. 16 
(EMN):  Temjenmeren 
scored five goals as Rong-
pang Reju cruised to a 6-1 
victory over Telongjem FC 
and secured its berth for 
the semis in the ongoing 
MDFA Trophy 2017 third 
quarter match at Imkong-
meren Sports Complex on 
Monday.

Rongpang Reju’s game 
maker Achi broke the 

deadlock when he was 
tackled down inside the 
D-Box in the 9th minute 
converting into a penalty 
which was taken by striker 
Temjenmeren and swiftly 
land the ball into the empty 
net. As the Telongjem FC 
were still recovering their 
defense formation, Tem-
jenmeren again grabbed 
the opportunity 4 minutes 
later, his long shot from the 
right corner  which was not 

expected by Telongjem’s 
goal keeper and failed to 
react to save the ball.

Rongpang Reju’s Achi 
leaving the field in the mid-
way of  the first half  be-
cause of  his injuries gave 
away a mixed expression 
of  doubts from the sup-
porters, however, Temjen-
meren’s return to the arena 
again in 22nd minute when 
he headed in the third goal 
through a corner kick and 

Dimapur, Oct. 16 (EMN): 
Ketholetuo Nagi, the main 
event fighter of  the ama-
teur fight card beat Kishan 
Gupta by unanimous de-
cision after five grueling 
rounds to become the first 
Yoddha Fighting Cham-
pionship (YFC) amateur 
Straw-weight Champion.
Nagi also becomes the 
second Naga to have ever 
won a Mixed Martial Arts 

championship belt after 
Imkong Jamir, the YFC 
amateur Featherweight 
champion.
Results
Bantamweight: Atokivi 
Chish lost his bout to Moh-
seen Bagwan via submis-
sion through a rear naked 
choke in the first round.
Lightweight: Avizo Lieg-
ise beat Karan Waghmare 
by a unanimous decision.

Flyweight:  Mulinuba 
Molier put Karminder to 
sleep via an arm triangle 
choke and winning his 
bout by submission in the 
first round.
Straw-weight: Matsung 
Ozukum the All India 
Mixed Martial Arts Fed-
eration (AIMMAF) In-
dia nationals’ winner beat 
Digvijay Jadhav by way of  
a unanimous decision.

Monday, Oct. 16 (EMN): 
On day eight of  the 25th 
edition of  Loyem Memo-
rial Senior Soccer Open 
Championship on Mon-
day, Genesis FC registered 
their first win by defeating 
Upper Defence Chingmel-
en by a lone goal scored 
in the 24th minute of  first 
half  by Limitsong. 
In the other Pool ‘B’ en-
counter, Scavenger Hunt 
FC continued their win-
ning streak by defeating 
United Tsg Tornados by 
2-0. Kelep Chang jersey 
No.7 of  Scavenger Hunt 
who scored the first hat 
trick in the tournament 
continued his form by 
scoring both the goals in 
the 24th and 58th minute, 
he maintains the leading 
goal scorer with 6 goals in 
just two matches. 
Tuesday’s matches
1st match-Donching Yang-
mei FC vs Settle FC at 12 
noon
2nd match- Sunaki FC vs 
Tenyimi FC at 1:30 p.m

Dimapur, Oct. 16 (EMN): The Free Football Grass-
roots Camp organised by Nagaland Football Coaches 
Association (NFCA) and supported by Kalos Society 
Pfutsero got underway today, Oct. 16 at Pfutsero Sports 
Complex on the theme, ‘Make Football Happen’.  I50 
kids have been registered in the age group of  6-14 years 

on the first day. 
The main coaches of  the camp are; William Koso, for-
mer Aizawl FC Asst. Coach, AFC ‘B’ License, Kadilin-
go, CiuZashumo, Khrielie, Dietho, Daniel, Nzan, Than-
jabu, Rukuzo and VesupraKezo all ‘D’ license of  AIFF.  
The coaching camp will continue till Oct. 24.

New Delh i ,  Oct .  16 
(PTI): The ICC has de-
cided to start with four-
day Test matches on a 
trial basis but the Indian 
cricket team is unlikely to 
play the curtailed version 
of  the longest format in 
near future.

The decision to intro-
duce four-day Test was 
taken during recent ICC 
board meeting in Auck-
land with South Africa 
and Zimbabwe set to play 
the inaugural four day 
'Test' on the 'Boxing Day'.

However BCCI wants 
to st ick to tradit ional 
format as has been rec-
ommended by the Anil 
Kumble led ICC Cricket 

Committee, which was 
against this experimental 
move.

"India will not play 
any four day Test matches, 
atleast in the near future. 
Any Test match involving 
India will be a five-day 
affair," a senior BCCI offi-
cial privy to developments 
told PTI on conditions of  
anonymity.

"The BCCI believes 
that there is a lot of  merit 
in Anil Kumble-led Crick-
et Committee's recom-
mendations that duration 
should not be tinkered 
with. But since four-day 
Test matches are bi-partite 
agreements, if  two na-
tions are okay, they will go 

ahead with it," the official 
said.

The other reason for 
BCCI not warming up to 
four day Test is because 
there are no points award-
ed for the proposed Test 
league.

"Only five-day Tests 
will have points that will be 
counted for the World Test 
Championship. What's the 
point in playing matches 
that won't count for any-
thing. In any case, if  we 
play Ireland or Afghani-
stan also, it will be five-day 
affairs," the official said. 
Asked if  near future, the 
broadcasters start pres-
surising for curtailed Test 
matches, the official said: 

"We will cross that bridge 
when it comes." 

It is learnt that ICC's 
main aim towards pro-
moting four- day Test is 
to ensure that Ireland and 
Afghanistan are eased 
into the system along with 
Zimbabwe being able to 
remain competitive.

"Let's be practical. For 
Ireland or Afghanistan, it 
will be very difficult that 
they can be competitive in 
a five-day format straight-
away. If  Test matches 
against these countries 
end inside three days or 
little over it, it is only logi-
cal that four-day Tests are 
tried out," an official of  a 
member board said.

Our Correspondent
Imphal, Oct. 16 (EMN): 
Eight players of  Manipur 
who were in India’s first 
ever football World Cup 
team in the ongoing U-17 
FIFA World Cup were 
formally felicitated by the 
state government on Mon-
day.

Manipur Chief  Minis-
ter N Biren Singh encour-
aged the young players 
with warm hugs apart from 
presenting them bouquets 
and shawls during a felici-
tation function at the CM’s 
secretariat in Imphal this 
afternoon and also handed 
over a cheque of  Rs. 5 lakh 
each to all the eight players.

"It does not matter if  

one wins or loses, all that 
matters is the performance 
and spirit," says Biren who 
himself  was a national 
football player." The whole 
population of the state both 
hill and valley felt so proud 
of  you for representing the 
country in such a presti-
gious global event."

Later Manipur Legis-
lative Assembly Speaker 
Yumnam Khemchand 
hosted a felicitation func-
tion at state assembly com-
plex wherein the speaker 
also handed over a cash 
award of  Rs. 5000 each.

“Unlike politics, deci-
sion has to be taken with-
in a fraction of  second 
in sports,” says Speaker 

Khemchand who is also a 
national Taekwondo play-
er. “So we the sportsper-
sons should also help in 
building the nation.”

Earlier in the day, Ma-
nipur Governor Dr Najma 
Heptulla also felicitated the 
eight players in a simple 
function at the Raj Bhavan.

Speaking on the oc-
casion the governor as-
sured that she would try to 
find ways to promote some 
games like that of  cricket. 

Expressing hope that 
the upcoming sports var-
sity in the state will help 
sportspersons especially 
those coming from poor 
economic background,she 
said talks have already 

begun to promote Polo 
commercially, which was 
originated from Manipur.

The eight footballers 
including team captain 
Kiyam Amarjit who are 
scheduled to leave the state 
for upcoming U-19 train-
ing session in Delhi on 
Tuesday, have a hectic time 
to attend a number of  re-
ception and facilitation 
functions across the state 
since their arrival here on 
Saturday.

The other footballers 
are Boris Thangjam, Jeak-
son Thounaojam, Md 
Shah Jahan, Nongdamba 
Naorem,Suresh Wang-
jam and Ningthoinganba 
Meitei.

fetched his hat-trick.
With 3-0 difference 

a tense pressure build 
against Telongjem to piece 
together to break the for-
midable defense line of  
the Rongpang Reju. Nev-
ertheless, Telongjem’s mid 
fielder cleverly latched 
a counter passed to its 
striker Bendangtoshi in 
the 41st minute and end 
the interval at 3-1. Mov-
ing ahead to second half, 
Rongpang came under 
pressure from Telongjem’s 
counter attacks but their 
efforts were in vain as the 
opponent team returned 
back to dominate the game 
midway.

Jungpetrong booked 
the fourth goal for Rong-
pang through a header in 
80th minute. Two minutes 
later Temjenmeren came 
back to score the fifth goal 
and last goal in 90th min-
ute leveling the score to a 
6-1 victory over Telongjem 
FC. Akumtong and Tem-
jenmeren was cautioned 
a yellow card each during 
the match.
Tuesday’s quarter-final 
match
Zonipang SA vs Arikodong 

at 1:30 pm


