
Pehsha Konyak working on her beads.
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But he that dares  
not grasp the thorn 

Should never  
crave the rose. 

~ Anne Bronte

The Special Investigation Team probing the murder has also released a video of the suspects that they 
obtained from CCTVs during the investigation.

Neiphiu Rio (fourth from left) and his wife Kaisa Rio, at his right-front, with promoters and members of HHSS’ governing body releasing a 
souvenir during the school’s 25th anniversary on Oct. 14 at Sovima village in Dimapur.
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Min.Max. Max.Min.
Aizawl 28° 19°
Agartala 33° 22°
Gangtok 26° 12°
Guwahati 31° 23°
Imphal 29° 19°

Itanagar 28° 18°
Shillong 22° 16°
Delhi 37° 23°
Kolkata 33° 25°
Chennai 33° 26°

 Max:  Min:
KOHIMA 27.4° 17.2°
DIMAPUR 30° 25.6°
 RF:  RH:
KOHIMA NIL 97%
DIMAPUR NIL 91%
* Rainfall (RF) * Relative humidity (RH)
Temperature in State Capitals
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Educationists urged to impart 
values before academics

SIT releases sketches of 
Lankesh murder suspects 

A day in the lives of women who sow and gather the harvest

Muslim org. demands tracing fake news source

    

NATION ENTERTAINMENT SPORTS

Buckethead diagnosed with  
heart condition | P10

Manchester United 
frustrate Liverpool in 
disappointing derby  |  P11

Rs 10,000 cr. will be given 
to top 20 univ. to make 

them world-class — Modi | P8

Hebron Hr. Sec marks service years in glorious silver

International Day of Rural Women

Staff reporter
Dimapur, Oct.14 (EMN): Member 
of  Parliament of  Lok Sabha Neiphiu 
Rio on Saturday challenged educa-
tional institutions to emphasise on 
value education such as teaching 
manners, good habits and etiquette 
to children from an early stage. He 
said that the family being the first 
educational institution, there is the 
imperative to teach children what is 
right, wrong, and what discipline is.

The Hebron Higher Secondary 
School (HHSS) at Sovima in Di-
mapur celebrated its 25th anniver-
sary, paying tribute to its heritage of  
service in education the way its mot-
to ‘ever higher’ aspires for. The silver 
jubilee was celebrated with much 
fanfare that included dance perform-
ances and music from students on 
Sat. Oct. 14.

The chief  guest of  the programme 
Neiphiu Rio addressed the event. The 
former chief  minister of  Nagaland 
recalled a time when the village of  
Sovima was uninhabited during the 
time the institution first started in 
1992. He said to have realized the dis-
tance the school had covered which 
followed growth over the years.

‘The nursery and primary stage 
is very important. You have to teach 
manners, good habits, discipline so 
that it becomes a way of  life. There 
is a saying that goes ‘Manners before 
education’ which in Japan, New Zea-
land, Scandinavian and few other 
advanced countries follow,’ he said. 

 “The first institution is family, 
where we teach our children what 
is right, what is wrong and how to 
be disciplined. This has to be sup-
ported by the school because when 
you teach the children correctly, 
then they will develop the tendency 

of  even telling their parents what is 
right or wrong”.

Listing out virtues such as eti-
quette, good habits, respect, care and 
love for others, and how to work as 
a team etc., Rio said that it was the 
stated traits that build a child’s char-
acter which they will carry through-
out their lives. 

 “It’s very important that in the 
primaries we have to teach our chil-
dren very systematically that they 
obey the laws and to be disciplined 
not only in class or among friends, 
but also respect others especially sen-
iors besides caring for fellow human 
beings and nature,” he averred.

In the Naga society, Rio said fur-
ther, it is very natural for a “man to 
take all credit.” But, he said it is no 
secret that it was in fact not the men, 
but the wives of  the promoters  who 
gave their time and commitment to 
manage and impart good education.  

In this, the Loka Sabha member 
appreciated all who had contributed, 
to the growth of  the school, includ-
ing the principals, teaching staff  and 
management. On a lighter note, Rio 
recalled thinking of  rumours about 
how there was no class- X graduates 
in Sovima until it was advanced to 
higher secondary. 14 students then, 
he said, appeared for their boards 
successfully. 

Rio expressed pride to see the 
children reaching high levels in their 
studies, just as their motto aspired to 
reach. He recalled, too, about how 
the school during 1998 was running 
on a deficit which caused a decline 
in enrolment of  teachers because 
many other institutes were coming 
up around the area. If  promoters 
cannot give more commitment, he 
advised, they should not spoil the 

future of  the children either. 
Now having seen the success of  

the 14 students, Rio urged the pro-
moters to encourage the students fur-
ther.  Taking the example of  schools 
abroad, he reminded how different 
the system of  school education here 
is. He talked about how one must 
impart education in “manners be-
fore education” during the primary 
and nursery levels so that it becomes 
a way of  life for the child. 

A press release from the MP’s 
office added: Referring to the edu-
cation systems of  Japan, Finland, 
Scandinavian and other European 
countries, and New Zealand, the 
chief  guest urged the school’s au-
thorities to “pick up what is suit-
able for us” while further asserting 
that although we cannot change the 
system in the state or the country 
entirely, “We can make a difference 
and our children will become special 
in some ways particularly the quali-
ties that one has to possess to be a 
good, responsible citizen.”

In other matters, Rio urged the 
area’s council and locals to warmly 
welcome people to join the village. 
“It is up to the locals to support this 
school and to welcome people,” the 
MP said. He has challenged the staff  
and students of  the institution to 
recommit to their work during the 
jubilee, do better and to aspire for a 
family-like teacher-student relation-
ship.

Short speeches were delivered 
also by a member of  the govern-
ing body; parents and alumni. The 
chairman of  Sovima Village Council 
Neikhriehu Kense also congratulat-
ed the proprietors of  the school on 
its completing 25 years and for im-
parting education and service. 

Paris, Oct. 14 (PTI/
AP): UNESCO's 
executive board 
has chosen former 
French Culture Min-
ister Audrey Azou-
lay to be the UN cul-
tural agency's next 
leader over a Qatari 
candidate in an unu-
sually heated race 
overshadowed by 
Mideast tensions.

The US an-
nouncement this 
week that it's quitting 
UNESCO rocked 
the multi-day elec-
tion and heightened 
concerns about the 
agency's funding and 
future direction.

Azoulay suc-
ceeds outgoing Di-
rector-General Irina 
Bokova of  Bulgaria, 
whose eight-year 
term was marred by 
financial woes and 
criticism over Pales-
tine's inclusion as a 
member.

On Thursday, the 
US and Israel said 
they plan to pull out 
of  the Paris-based 
organisation over its 
perceived anti-Israel 
bias.

(Full story in page-9)

France's Audrey 
Azoulay wins 
vote to be next 
UNESCO chief

EM Images

Dimapur, Oct. 14 (EMN):  The 
Muslim Council of  Dimapur has 
asked law-enforcing agencies to trace 
the source of  the recently reported 
viral fake news that claimed a ‘pos-
sible attack’ upon Naga persons in 
Nagaland by Rohingya militants.

The council issued a press release 
on Saturday.

“The MCD appeals to the law 
enforcing agencies to trace the anti 
social elements involved in creating 
such fake news which creates social 
disorders and enmity among the citi-
zens thereby bringing bad name to 
the state of  Nagaland,” the council 
stated.

The Muslim organization ex-
pressed deep concern about the 
recent news that was circulated 
in the social media and published 
by regional print media and news 
portals “and more importantly the 
news carried out by the Noida based 

Sudarsan TV about the possible at-
tack upon Nagas in Nagaland by Ro-
hingya militants...” The news agency 
‘ANI Nagaland’ is widely believed to 
be its main source, the press release 
stated.

According to the council, the 
news that was circulated said that 
20 ISIS members had entered Na-
galand and 2000 Muslim volunteers 
had agreed to take up arms against 
the Naga people. Besides, the news 
allegedly stated, a local Imam had 
started collecting funds to buy arms; 
‘suicide bombs attacks’ were also 
‘likely to be carried out throughout 
Nagaland,’ the council stated. The 
news was purported to have been 
circulated by the ‘intelligence wing 
of  Nagaland police for public aware-
ness,’ the council stated. 

The religious Iddagh Committee 
of  Dimapur has already clarified in 
the local media about the purported 

Imam and allegations. The police 
have also denied any such matter, 
the council stated.

The council has lauded the local 
media houses for ‘their responsible 
journalism by not publishing such 
unverified and fake news.’ It has 
however condemned the ‘irresponsi-
ble act of  some regional and national 
media agencies.’

‘They are politely requested to 
rectify their mistake through the 
same process by which this serious 
mistake was committed. MCD may 
not fail to take the help of  the law 
if  the request is not honoured,’ the 
press release stated.

The council has sought guidance 
and cooperation from all to “stream-
line the Muslim society” in Dimapur 
to maintain peace and harmony.

The press release was appended 
by A Rahman, working president of  
the council. 

ricultural production, food 
security and nutrition, land 
and natural resource man-
agement, building climate 
resilience, family incomes, 
health and education lead-
ing to improved quality of  
life.

Yet, in spite of the sig-
nificant presence of women 
in agriculture, women’s 
role and contribution re-
main unrecognised. Non 
recognition meant that 
women largely remain in-
visible in agricultural poli-
cies, schemes, programmes 
and budgets. As compared 
to their male counterparts, 
they lack equal access over 
land tenure, agricultural 
inputs, credit, markets, ap-
propriate technologies and 
infrastructure.

Many stories of resilient 
rural Naga women remain 
invisible and untold. Few 
stories illustrated below de-
pict the life of many more 
women in Nagaland’s rural 
landscape. 
Pehsha Konyak

A Konyak Naga woman 
from Mon, Pehsha Konyak 
of Longphoah village is a 
bead maker who supports 
her family of seven mem-
bers. When the beads do 
not sell, she goes for daily 
wage work and also visits 
households to repair orna-
ments. She is the sole earn-
ing member of her family, 
and her income is spent on 
her family and children's 
education. Now, with her 

advancing age and the in-
tricate nature of her work, 
her eyesight is deteriorating. 
Being illiterate, she does not 
have access to government 
schemes or assistance to 
support her livelihood.
Zevekhrou Doulo

 A 30 years old farmer 
from Thetsumi village in 
Phek district is Zevekhrou 
Doulo who has four daugh-
ters. With her husband, 
she is engaged in different 
livelihood activities includ-
ing agriculture, horticulture 
and dairy. She grows paddy, 
cabbage, potato, maize and 
other vegetables, and also 
manages the banana, plum 
and kiwi farm. Income gen-
eration from the cabbage 
alone is around Rs. one lakh 
a year. The family also rear 
21 cows and earn Rs.5000-
6000 in a month

With the income, two 
of their children are sent to 
a private school in a nearby 
town. Despite the fact that 
they are successful farmers, 
they continue to face vari-
ous challenges. Since the 
family manage the dairy 
farm by themselves with no 
enough money to hire work-
ers, they are overworked. 
Both of them had to get 
up early in the morning for 
milking the cows and a sup-
ply to 20 households latest 
by 8:00AM.

After supplying the milk, 
the husband would take the 
cattle to the forest for graz-
ing and Zevekhrou would 

Bengaluru, Oct. 14 (IANS): The Special 
Investigation Team (SIT) probing the mur-
der last month of journalist-activist Gauri 
Lankesh on Saturday released three sketches 
of two persons suspected to be her killers.

"Three sketches of two suspects have 
been made on the basis of their description 
by eyewitness accounts and the CCTV foot-
age obtained. Two sketches of one suspect 
were made by two sketch-makers as per 
eyewitness accounts," SIT head and Inspec-
tor General of Police (IGP) B.K. Singh told 
reporters here.

Lankesh, 55, editor of Kannada weekly 
tabloid "Gauri Lankesh Patrike" was shot 
dead outside her house in the city's south-
west suburb on the night of September 5, 
sparking outrage and nationwide protests.

"We have got video clips of a motorcy-
cle rider who is suspected to be involved in 
the commission of the offence," asserted 
Singh. Giving an account of the investiga-
tion conducted over the last one month, 
Singh said the suspects, aged between 25-35 

years, were residing in the city for at least 
one week before they committed the crime.

"It is suspected that these persons stayed 
in the area near the residence of Gauri 
Lankesh," he said. The SIT has interrogat-
ed more than 200-250 people as part of the 
investigation so far, added Singh.

"We request the public to help us find 
their hideouts in the city," he added. The 
team is investigating "all the angles with a 
free mind", he said. Along with sketches 
of the suspects, the SIT has also released to 
the public two video clips captured through 
CCTVs around the locality of Lankesh's 
residence showing a motor cycle rider wear-
ing a helmet.

Those sharing any information that 
could lead to the killers shall be rewarded 
as announced by the state government, he 
said. "Public is requested to share any in-
formation they may have related to the sus-
pects or the motor cycle used by them on 
the number 9480800202 and on email sit.
glankesh@ksp.gov.in," Singh said.

Dimapur, Oct. 14 (EMN):  
International Day of Ru-
ral Women (IDRW) is ob-
served on Oct. 15. It is a 
United Nations event that 
recognizes “the critical role 
and contribution of rural 
women, including indige-
nous women, in enhancing 
agricultural and rural devel-
opment, improving food se-
curity and eradicating rural 
poverty.” 

Women play a crucial 
role in sustaining rural 
households and communi-
ties, improving rural liveli-
hoods and overall wellbeing. 
They significantly contrib-
ute to agriculture and biodi-
versity conservation and ag-

go to field, cleaning and 
planting the crops. Though 
the amount generated from 
the cabbage farm seems 
huge, however the farm 
require heavy investment 
like buying of seeds, hiring 
workers sometimes, spend-
ing many person days, and 
hiring vehicle to send the 
produce to market. 
Alem Yimchunger

30-year old Alem Yim-
chunger is a mother of five 
children from Penkim vil-
lage under Khongsa block 
in Kiphire district. Her 
husband work as a teacher 
in the government primary 
school but the salary was 

not sufficient enough to 
support the children’s edu-
cation. The average annual 
expenditure for education 
of her 5 children education 
is about 1.5 lakh.

To provide the best edu-
cation to her children, Alem 
toils on her one-acre farm 
where she grows garden 
pea, maize, potato, cabbage 
and French beans (khol-
ar).  Though she does not 
have land rights, through 
the trainings provided by 
NEIDA (North East Initia-
tive Development Agency) 
on improved agriculture 
practices, her knowledge 
on land use system has in-

creased leading to better 
management and increased 
income. She continues to 
face challenges due to the 
inaccessibility of markets 
and low price for her pro-
duce if  given to middleper-
sons.  The nearest market is 
in Pungro town which is 16 
km away from the village, 
and the road also is in de-
plorable condition.
Mahjela

37-year old Mahjela 
lives in Chendang village, 
Tuensang, with her hus-
band, himself a farmer, and 
seven children. She and her 
husband farmed on their 
family land where maize is 

mostly grown and annually 
income generation is about 
Rs. 50,000. In the year 2016 
there was heavy wind which 
destroyed all the crops.  She 
rears swine to support her 
household expenses and to 
ensure quality education for 
her children.

On an average, she rears 
twos pigs a year which gen-
erates an income of Rs. 
10000. Rearing pig was a 
good source of income but 
due to certain problems like 
feeding and sty, the mortal-
ity of her pigs were always 
high. 

Most of these women 
are primary bread winners 
in their family. In an area 
where an increased number 
of farmers have started to 
adopt chemical fertilizers 
and pesticides, these women 
are leading an organic food 
and farming campaign in 
their localities and market-
place, spreading awareness 
amongst other growers and 
consumers on health and 
environmental concerns. 

The Committee on 
CEDAW (Convention 
on the Elimination of All 
Forms of Discrimination), 
to which India also is a sig-
natory, in its General Rec-
ommendations (GR) called 
upon all states parties to ‘fa-
cilitate and support alterna-
tive and gender-responsive 
agricultural development 
programmes which enable 
small-scale women produc-
ers to participate in and 

benefit from agriculture and 
rural development’.  

To close the gender gap, 
it is crucial that women’s 
role and contribution be rec-
ognised, and efforts must be 
made to address the gender 
specific needs and barriers. 
Women account for a sub-
stantial proportion of the 
agricultural labour force. 
Census 2011 data shows 
that 65.1 percent of female 
workers depend on agricul-
ture, either as labourers or 
cultivators as opposed to 
49.8 percent of male work-
ers. In Nagaland, 65.2 per-
cent of female workers are 
cultivators and 7.3 percent 
are agricultural labourers, 
in comparison to 47.4 per-
cent male cultivators and 
5.8 percent agricultural la-
bourers.

Women continue to 
suffer disproportionately 
due to poverty, structural 
barriers and discrimina-
tory social norms. Women 
remain largely excluded 
from decision making and 
political processes in rural 
households and communi-
ties; does not enjoy equal 
rights over productive re-
sources and assets such 
as land; wage disparity 
between men and women 
farmers persist; unpaid care 
work and domestic burden 
remains unaddressed.

(Courtesy the North East 
Network, NEN Resource 
Centre, Chizami village, 

Phek district)
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Dr. Shurhozelie speaking at the golden jubilee celebration of Kuda 
Razha Angamipfü Khrotho (KRAK) on October 14.

SAYO youth seen during a sanitation drive on October 14.

Students demonstrating handwashing with soap.

Auto drivers of Diphupar participating in the mass social work in the run up to DNYO golden jubilee on October 14.

Parliamentary Secretary of Justice & Law, Er. 
Picto Shohe, speaking at the 9th ATKK general 
conference in Daniel village on October 12.

Residents of Thahekhu during the cleanliness drive in the village.

CMA condoles death 
Chakhesang Mothers’ Association (CMA) has mourned 
the demise of Er. Dikhrolo Mero, retired Engineer-
in-Chief, NPWD. CMA president, Zaposhelü Venuh, 
has described Mero as a sincere, dedicated, humble, 
kind hearted and hard working officers, who had 
contributed immensely for the uplift of the society 
in various capacities. CMA has conveyed condolence 
to the bereaved family members and prayed for the 
departed soul to rest in peace.

NNC to observe martyrs day
Naga National Council (NNC), parent body, has 
appealed to one and all in the Naga homeland to 
observe the Naga national martyrs’ Day on October 18 
in remembrance of the sacrificial deeds of the martyrs 
for the Naga freedom of sovereignty. NNC information 
and publicity wing has requested all the Nagas and 
the national workers in particular to observe the day 
in solemn prayer. It has particularly directed all the 
regional council in the Naga homeland to observe the 
day with prayer and petition to God Almighty.

NEWS IN BRIEF

Kuda Razha Angamipfü Khrotho celebrates golden jubilee

SAYO organises sanitation day

PHED observes handwashing day with students

DNYO organises mass social work

GBs told to dispense responsibilities with honesty 

Dimapur gets new  hospital

Wokha village lauds achievers 

IMPORTANT NUMBERS
WOMEN HELPLINE: 181

DIMAPUR (STD CODE: 03862)
Bethesda Ambulance Service                 9615053217, 9615520007
CIHSR 242555, 242533
Police Control Room 7085055050
Dimapur District Hospital 232224
Diphupar PS 7085055032
East PS 7085055030
Faith Hospital 248912, 9436004220
Fire Station (Chumu) 282777
Fire Station (Dimapur) 7085378850, 232201
GRPS 7085055031
Medziphema PS 7085055033
MH (Metro) Hospital 227930/231081
Mobile Unit Commander 7085055046
Nikos Hospital 248285, 232032
Niuland PS 7085088035
Sub-Urban PS 7085055036
Traffic Control -1 7085088038
Traffic Control -2 7085088039
West PS 7085055034
Women Cell 7085055037
Zion Hospital 231864, 224117, 227337

KOHIMA (STD Code: 0370)
Bethel Nursing Home 2224202
Chiephobozou PS
Officer-in-Charge

8575045506
8575045516

Childline Kohima 1098
Chiephobozou PS
Officer-in-Charge

8575045506
8575045516

Fire Stations 2222952
IRCS Ambulance Service 2244350
Kezocha PS
Officer-in-Charge

8575045549
8575045538

Khuzama PS
Officer-in-Charge

8575045505
8575045515

NHAK 2222916
North PS
Officer-in-Charge

2222222, 8575045501
8575045510

Oking Hospital 2290080, 2290146
Police Control Room 100/2244279, 8575045500
South PS
Officer-in-Charge

2222111, 8575045502
8575045520

Tseminyu PS
Officer-in-Charge

8575045507
8575045517

Zubza PS
Officer-in-Charge

8575045508
8575045518

MOKOKCHUNG (STD Code: 0369)
Chopper Service 8974151974/ 9615776811
Christian Hospital, Impur 2262214
Dr. Imkongliba Hospital 2226216/2226394
Faith Hospital Ambulance 9436004220, 9856051827
Fire Station 2226225
Hope Ambulance Service 8415827895/9856277674
Hotel Metsuben 8014587442/ 2226373
IRCS Ambulance Service 09402993002
Lifeline Ambulance 9436439707/ 9862447893
Mokokchung PS 1 2226241
Power House 2226221/2226293
Sewak Gate PS 2 2226213
Traffic Control 9485232691
Tuli Police Station 9485232693
Women Cell 9485232692
Woodland Nursing Home 2226263

WEATHER FORECAST IN OTHER DISTRICTS 
Max Min DP RH RF

WOKHA 23.2 18.4 18.5 83 5.6

ZBT 22.6 16.5 20 93 NIL

MON 40 22 20.4 90 NIL

TUENSANG 22.2 18 18.8 98 6.1

MKG 23 18.2 19.1 71 12.2

PHEK 24 17.4 18.4 49 6.2

KIPHIRE 26 20.2 20.6 96 NIL

SECHÜ ZUBZA 24 19.5 19.1 76 1.3

LONGLENG 18.6 13 10.1 65 NIL

TSEMINYU 26 20.2 19.5 88 20.8

JALUKIE - - - - -

MANGKOLEMBA 30.4 24 23.7 83 NIL

*Dew Point (DP) *Relative Humidity (RH) * Rainfall (RF)

Source: Department of Soil & Water Conservation, Nagaland 

Dimapur, Oct. 14 (EMN): 
Dr. Shürhozelie has ad-
vocated resolving issues 
with truth and honesty and 
strive refining our relation-
ship through retrospection 
for peaceful co-existence.

Addressing the golden 
jubilee celebration of  Kuda 
Razha Angamipfü Khrot-
ho (KRAK) at Greenwood 
School auditorium on Oc-
tober 14 as the chief  guest, 
Dr. Shürhozelie Liezietsu, 
chairman of  Ura Acad-
emy, Kohima, reflected 
on biblical truth saying on 
such occasion “prisoner are 
set free, debt are forgiven, 
exiled return home during 
golden jubilee.”

He also reminded the 
women to be a role model 

for their children so they 
inherit the rich culture es-
pecially the Angami lan-
guage so that they could 
articulate correctly and 
pass it on to their children. 
He also advised all Angami 
women to maintain dignity, 
honesty and respect for one 
another.

Nimeno Liegise with 
Sunday school children 
started the programme 
with flags and tambourine 
choreography. Zhaliev-
ino, KRAK president, 
welcomed everyone for 
giving their precious time 
and gracing the occasion. 
The programme was high-
lighted with a song “An-
gamipfii Kevi” written by 
late Chavino Peseyie. Kuda 

Village women presented 
the jubilee song, while 
Tenyiphe-1 sang the golden 
jubilee song in traditional 
tune. 

A silent moment was 
observed in remembrance 
of  departed soul of  its 
members.

The souvenir maga-
zine “Seweda Huodo 1967-
2017” was released by the 
chief  guest. Girl students 
and Angami gazetted of-
ficers were felicitated for 
excellence.

K R A K  c o n v e n o r 
Seweda Huodo expressed 
gratitude to all for giving 
valuable information for 
the souvenir magazine. 
Kerilhouvi Pfiikha deliv-
ered the vote of  thanks.

Kohima, Oct. 14 (EMN):  In a run-up to its 
25 years celebration in December, the South-
ern Angami Youth Organisation (SAYO) 
has organised a sanitation day in the South-
ern Angami region on October 14. 

According to a press release by the organ-
isation, the sanitation drive was carried out 
by the youth in all the thirteen villages under 
the Southern Angami region where village 
footpaths, lanes and roads were cleared. 

SAYO will be celebrating its jubilee 
on the theme ‘Rekindling traditions’ at 
Viswema village in December. It has also 

planned series of seminars and activities to 
commemorate the celebration. 

SAYO president, Neisizo Kuotsu, men-
tioned that the sanitation drive was held in 
order to continue the tradition of upholding 
values of dignity of labour and cleanliness 
and hygiene among its young.

Basing on the theme, it informed that 
AYO will be organising seminars on October 
28 at Kezo town and Viswema village on 
the issues of conservations of wildlife and 
biodiversity in relation to its traditions and 
customs. 

Dimapur, Oct. 14 (EMN): 
Global Handwashing Day 
was celebrated at Government 
High School, Purana Bazaar, 
under the theme “Our hands, 
our future.” 

Mass handwashing was 
the main highlight of  the pro-
gramme with students partici-
pating in washing hands with 
soap following the proper 
handwashing steps. Proper 
method of  handwashing with 
soap was demonstrated to 
the students by Unis Awomi, 
chemist, DWSM PHED (R) 
Division Dimapur.

A short programme was 
held prior to the mass hand-
washing, chaired by Imojun-
gla Longkumer, Sanitation 
and Hygiene consultant of  

DWSM PHED (R), Dimapur 
division. 

The  p rog ramme was 
graced by Meren, teacher of  
GHS, Purana Bazaar. Head 
mistress of  GHS Purana Ba-
zaar, Vizosieu Liegise exhort-
ed the students to inculcate the 
basic sanitary habit of  proper 
handwashing with soap as it 
is the best protection against 
diarrhoea, flu and many other 
diseases. She also advised that 
the power to good health lay in 
our hands and that one should 
keep it clean.

Er. Hebo, SDO, PHE, 
Dhansiripar, delivered the vote 
of  thanks. Soaps and book-
marks with proper handwash-
ing steps were distributed to all 
the students on the occasion.

Dimapur, Oct. 14 (EMN): 
A new multi-specialty hos-
pital named as ‘Dimapur 
Hosp i ta l  &  Research 
Centre in Purana Bazaar, 
Dimapur, was officially 
inaugurated on October 
14 in presence of  host of  
dignitaries including Tovi-
hoto Ayemi, parliamentary 
secretary of  Irrigation and 
Flood Control; Y Hewoto 
Awomi, former minister; 
and medical practition-
ers from in and around 
Dimapur.

Invoking God’s bless-
ings, Rev. Dr. Vitoi Ka-
ppo, senior pastor of  Sumi 
Baptist Church, Purana 
Bazaar, East Dimapur, 
quoted Romans 8:28 from 
the Holy Bible. He said 
that church and hospital 
are two most important 
institutions of  human life. 
According to him, church 
is where spiritual salva-
tion is emphasised upon, 
while hospital is a place 

where physical well being 
is looked upon. 

Rev. Vitoi said opening 
of  new medical facility in 
Purana Bazaar area would 
be beneficial to people es-
pecially of  East Dimapur.

The managing director 
of  the hospital Dr. Nik-
ishe Sema, who chaired 
the function, highlighted 
the facilities available in 
the hospital.  He men-
tioned that the hospital is 
equipped with 20 beds with 
suite, private cabin and 
wards. Besides, he said the 
hospital is equipped with 
4 bedded ICU, dialysis, 
endoscopy, laparoscopic/
minimal access surgeries, 
digital x-ray system, ECG 
etc with modern laboratory 
and emergency services. 

Other specialties avail-
able at the hospital include 
gynaecology and obstet-
rics, medicine, surgery, 
anaesthesiology, dental 
and physiotherapy.

Dimapur, Oct. 14 (EMN): 
In a precursor to its golden 
jubilee celebration sched-
uled on October 20 and 
21, Diphupar Naga Youth 
Organisation (DNYO) ini-
tiated a mass social work 

on October 14.
A short programme 

was held at Diphupar 
council hall led by DNYO 
president Vekre Puro in 
the presence of  I Imkong 
Jamir, former minister, and 

NI Jamir, retired DGP. 
The planning commit-

tee convenor, Dr. T Lima 
Jamir, in his welcome ad-
dress, encouraged all to 
clean their surroundings. 
Lanutoshi, DVC chair-

makes a good family,” Er. Picto said 
once they become faithful and sincere 
fathers at home, they will be able to 
shoulder the social responsibilities.

Er. Picto, who is also an Akukau 

Dimapur, Oct. 14 (EMN): 
Wokha Village Govern-
ment Employees’ Union 
(WVGEU), Wokha Vil-
lage Council (WVC), Eloe 
Ekhung Wokha Village 
(EEWV), Wokha Village 
Students’ Union (WVSU), 
and Wokha Village Youth 
Organisation (WVYO) 
have congratulated Lydia 
Tungopvui, daughter of  

Thungasao Tungoe, on 
her appointment as Junior 
Engineer under Irrigation 
and Flood Control Depart-
ment and Mhomo Murry, 
who was promoted to Sub-
Divisional Fishery Officer 
SDFO. 

The organisations have 
congratulated Mhonthung 
Erui, VDB Secretary of  
Wokha village, for receiv-

ing the best performing 
VDB in Wokha district dur-
ing the year 2016-17. The 
organisations have wished 
them success in all their 
future endeavour.

Meanwhile, the or-
ganisations also expressed 
gratitude to the State gov-
ernment for recognising 
Wokha village as a ‘Smart 
Village’.

man, has stressed on the 
importance of  cleaning 
the village. He appreciated 
the youth for initiating 
the work. He insisted on 
cleanliness not only dur-
ing jubilee time but at all 
times. 

Chief  host of  the gold-
en jubilee, N Jacob Zhimo-
mi, MLA, has encouraged 
keeping the surroundings 
clean. He urged the public 
to attend the jubilee with 
clean minds and souls and 
work towards peace and 
harmony in the Naga so-
ciety. He further requested 
all the jubilee members to 
invite other organisations 
in and around Dimapur. 

He further encouraged 
all to keep the surroundings 
clean even after the jubilee 
for a healthy lifestyle. He 
wished the entire Jubilee 
planning committee suc-
cess for the upcoming ju-
bilee.

(GB) of  Shikavi village in Aqahuto 
area, pointed out that due to absence 
of  a specific headquarter for the area 
many developmental works are not 
reaching them. In this regard, he 
called upon all sections of  the society 
in the area to be united and work to-
wards achieving a common goal.

Retired District & Sessions Judge, 
Dr. LK Achumi stressed on the need 
to take decisions based on collective 
wisdom for the betterment of  society. 
He encouraged the GBs to be well 
versed with the Sumi traditions, cul-
ture and customary laws.

Former minister, Kihoto Hol-
lohon and former MLA Azheto Zhi-
momi also addressed the gathering.

Dimapur, Oct. 14 (EMN): 
In compliance with the 
directive of  the Rural De-
velopment Department, 
Thahekhu Village Devel-
opment Board (VDB) and 
Thahekhu Village Council 
(TVC) have successfully 
organised a sanitation 
campaign in the village 
under Mission Antyodaya 
from October 8-12.

On October 8, health 
day was organised by cre-
ating awareness on health 
issues by roping in staff  of  
Sub Health Centre, who 
conducted health check-
ups. Veterinary staff  also 
participated during the 
programme.

On October 9, cleanli-
ness drive was conducted 
in each and every house-
hold and compounds in 
the village.

On October 10, plan-
tation drive was carried 
out in schools, colleges, 

Dimapur, Oct. 14 (EMN): Parlia-
mentary Secretary of  Justice and 
Law, Er. Picto Shohe called on Kuka-
mis (GBs) of  Aqahuto area under Di-
mapur district to be true to their titles 
and execute the assigned responsibili-
ties with sincerity and faithfulness.

He was speaking as the chief  
guest during the 9th general confer-
ence of  Aqahuto Tokukujo Kukami 
Kuqhakulu (ATKK- Aqahuto Area 
GB’s Union) in Daniel village on 
October 12.

Er. Picto also told the GBs to be 
faithful fathers at home from where 
positive changes should start besides 
their social responsibilities. Quot-
ing an old adage “A faithful father 

offices and other institu-
tions within the village 
by distributing tree sap-
lings. Cleanliness drive 
was also conducted simul-
taneously.

On October 11, a sepa-
rate plantation drive was 

carried out in collabora-
tion with Thahekhu Sumi 
Totimi Hoho at Thahekhu 
cemetery and village sur-
roundings and on October 
12, a mass social work was 
conducted in the entire 
village where drains and 

garbage were cleaned.
This was stated in a 

joint press release issued 
by I Khekuto Yeptho, 
chairman of  Thahekhu 
village council, and Kuhoi 
Yepthomi, Thahekhu VDB 
secretary.

Thahekhu residents conducts sanitation campaign 
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A special number being presented during KKST golden jubilee 
celebra on in Kohima on October 14.
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Levi Rengma flagging off the ambulance service at Tesophenyu village on Saturday.
EM Images

Niathu Group execu ve chef, Chen  Phom, speaking at the seminar 
organised by The Global Open University Nagaland (TGOUN) on 
October 14.

Students urged to foray into private sectors 

KKST observes 50th anniversary

Four held with liquor

Staff Reporter 
Dimapur, Oct. 14 (EMN): 
Nagas still lack behind in 
the hotel and tourism in-
dustry to compete with 
the world as we are more 
focused on government 
jobs which have become a 
Naga family tradition. To 
do away with this tradition 
youngsters need to foray 
into industrial field and 
prove that government jobs 
alone do not provide us 
with survival requirements. 

This was advocated by 
Niathu Group executive 
chef, Chenti Phom, at a 
seminar on entrepreneur-
ship and scope in the field 
of  fashion and hospitality 
industry on Saturday.

The seminar was or-
ganised by The Global 
Open University Nagaland 
(TGOUN) in association 
with Eastern Naga Stu-
dents Union Dimapur, 
Lotha Students Union 
Dimapur, Ao Students’ 
Union Dimapur, Sumi 
Students’ Union Dimapur, 
and Tenyimia Students’ 
Union Dimapur at IMC 
hall Dimapur. 

Addressing on “hos-
pitality and tourism as a 
career,” resource person 
Phom said with globali-
sation the hospitality in-
dustry has increased with 
the movement of  tourism. 
According to Department 
of  Industrial Policy and 
Promotion, the hotel tour-
ism sector achieved around 
9.2 US billion dollar of  
Foreign Direct Investment  
(FDI) from 2000-2016. 
Also he said the tourism in-
dustry, at present, employs 
one in every eleven person.

According to Federa-
tion of  Hotel & Restau-
rant Associations of  India 
(FHRAI) the rooms at 
present in India’s hotel are 
1,03,000 and the rooms re-
quired are 1,80,000 which 
gives the picture that the 

Our Correspondent
Tesophenyu, Oct. 14 
(EMN): Parliamentary sec-
retary of  PWD (Housing), 
Levi Rengma, flagged-off  
an ambulance service of  
Primary Health Centre 
(PHC), Tesophenyu, un-
der Tseminyu subdivision 
on October 14. The ambu-
lance was donated by the 
parliamentary secretary to 
PHC Tesophenyu under 
Local Area Development 
Fund.

In his short address, the 
former bureaucrat turned 
politician was hopeful that 
the ambulance service will 
benefit the people. He also 
directed the ambulance to 
operate 24 hours in order 
to help the people in need.

Tesophenyu, Oct. 14 (EMN): Levi Reng-
ma, parliamentary secretary of  PWD 
(Housing) launched Swachh Bharat 
Movement (SBM) (cleanliness drive) in 
Tesophenyu village under Tseminyu sub-
division as part of  the ongoing Gram Sam-
ridhi Evam Swachhata Pakhwada cam-
paign held from October 1-15 organised 
by Tesophenyu Students’ Union.

Er. Levi said that Swachh Bharat Ab-
hiyan is a cleanliness drive aimed to cover 
cities and towns all over India in order to 
clean the streets, roads and other infra-
structure.

He stated that it was the most impor-
tant topic for the students to know and be 
aware of  the mission. “A healthy country 

and a healthy society need its citizens to be 
healthy and clean in every walk of  life”, 
said Rengma. 

The campaign involves construction of  
latrines, promoting sanitation programmes 
in the rural areas, cleaning streets, roads 
and changing the infrastructure of  the 
country to lead the country ahead.

“Swachh Bharat Abhiyan is a welcome 
step towards creating clean and green In-
dia by 2019,” he said and hoped that the 
campaign will really bring about change in 
the years to come. 

Theodore Yanthan, Additional Dep-
uty Commissioner, government officials, 
GBs, and village elders were present dur-
ing the function at Tesophenyu village.

Our Correspondent
Kohima, Oct. 14 (EMN): 
Kohima Khar Senso Te-
longjem (KKST) celebrat-
ed its 50th anniversary on 
the theme ‘Resourceful, re-
fined and enlightened citi-
zen’ on October 14 at Molu 
Ki, Kohima.

Speaking on the theme, 
OSD of Finance Depart-
ment Kohima, Taliremba, 
has underlined on the im-
portance of  performing 
one’s fundamental duties 
to be qualified to become a 
refined citizen. 

He maintained that 
honesty, hard work, perse-
verance, consistency and 
sincerity in all spheres of  
life are the values to be-
come a refined and suc-
cessful citizen. He further 
stressed on keeping a bal-
ance to be able to overcome 
all situations in life. ‘One 
should make a mark in the 
society by doing good and 
unique things’ he added. 

Underscoring the need 
for a change in the soci-
ety, the OSD said change 
can be possible only when 
each individual change. 
He called upon the gath-
ering to be the agent of  
change and encouraged the 

citizens, particularly the 
young intellectuals to act 
responsibly and become 
leaders among the com-
munity.

In his brief  address, 
Parliamentary Secretary 
of  IT&C and Chairman 
DAN, Dr. Longrineken, 
called upon the union to 
retrospect the past and 
strive towards a better fu-
ture for the welfare of  the 
village as well as the region. 

Stating that there are 
more blessings in unity 
and humility, Longrineken 
urged upon the members 
to be more humble and 
advocate truthfulness in 
all walks of  life and also 
advised the youth not to 
forget their roots and to 
contribute towards the 
progress of  their land.

The parliamentary sec-
retary also released the ju-
bilee souvenir. 

Various leaders, who 
spoke on the occasion, 
stressed on rebuilding the 
society and work towards 
transforming the State for 
greater achievement. 

Earlier in the pro-
gramme, a silent prayer 
was observed in honour of  
the departed leaders. 

Dimapur, Oct. 14 (EMN): 
Basing on specific infor-
mation, troops of 3 (Naga 
Hills) Battalion of Assam 
Rifles arrested four persons 
with huge quantity of liquor 
from New Minister Hill, 
Kohima, on October 12.

The accused person 
were identified as Lambu 
(31), son of Babhan Singh 
of Chapra village in Bihar; 
Pramod (32), son of Man-
gal Singh of Chapra village 
in Bihar; Abhishek (30), 

son of RajeshwarYadav of  
Chapra village in Bihar; and 
Athili (28), son of Kapani 
of Shajouba village.

The team seized 625 
cases of liquor worth ap-
proximate Rs 18,96,940 
and cash amounting Rs 
5,96,360. 

The apprehendees 
alongwith the recovered 
items were handed over to 
South Police Station for fur-
ther investigation, Assam 
Rifles release stated.

DP-206

hotel industry need to grow 
more. 

Emphasising on the 
state situation, he pointed 
out that Nagas need to 
change the mentality and 
assumption that we have 
associated with the Hotel 
industry where an indi-
vidual is reluctant to serve 
others and do service for 
them which is essential in 
the hospitality industry. 

Tourism inflow in In-
dia in 2017 is said to be 10 
million and is expected to 
touch 15 million while in 
Nagaland in 2014 the do-
mestic inflow was said to 
be 58507, foreign inflow 
2505, whereas in 2015 the 
domestic inflow was said 
to be 64616 and foreign in-
flow 2769, noted Phom. 

Accomplished designer 
Bambi Kevichusa, address-
ing on “perspective career 
prospects in fashion,” as-
serted that the internet and 
media has opened ways 
for us, especially for our 
parents to be more open in 
private sectors especially in 
the fashion industry.

“Fashion industry is a 
career that is much sought 
after now,” she conveyed. 
The fashion industry is 
growing 5.5% annually all 
over the world and is the 

7th largest economy which 
has grown to 2.4 trillion 
dollar, highlighted Kevi-
chusa.

Fashion industry is a 
sector which Nagas can 
try as it is in our DNA, she 
said.

“Earlier there was less 
demand for a Naga de-
signer, particularly for gar-
ments designed by a Naga 
designer. But now the ap-
proach has changed and 
people are open to Naga 
designers which are en-
couraging leaving room 
for scope in fashion design-
ing,” she added.

“We tend to be insensi-

tive when we design. So a 
designer/artist need to deal 
with respect with their cre-
ativity though an artist has 
the freedom with their art,” 
remarked Kevichusa. 

We need to approach 
with respect and sensitivity 
when we are dealing with 
our traditions which will 
ultimately reflect in our art, 
she underlined.

REM Group Naga-
land managing director 
and chairman, Temjen 
Imna Along Longkumer, 
who addressed on “en-
trepreneurship devel-
opment,” exhorted the 
youth that if  they are in 
Nagaland they should be 
a blessing to Nagas. He 
lamented that majority of  
the youth would opt for 
government jobs killing 
entrepreneurship. 

“The resources in our 
land are beyond compari-
son of  the limited popula-
tion that we have and if  
taken care of  and started 
in a proper manner, we can 
build for our future genera-
tion. If  we are not willing 
to be audacious enough, 
we will not be successful. If  
you are not going to change 
in the profession you are 
taking you will not go far,” 
exhorted Longkumer. 

EM Images

Stating that many peo-
ple had to undergo hard-
ships due to lack of facilities 

at PHC Tesophenyu, he was 
hopeful the new initiative 
would service its purpose.

Dr. Tinenlo James, 
SMO of Tseminyu, said 
such facility was a big mo-
rale booster for medical 
fraternity under Tseminyu 
subdivision.

It was informed that 
the ambulance will be un-
der the custody of  HCMC 
of Tesophenyu PHC where 
the deserving patients can 
avail the service for referral 
on the advice of  the medi-
cal officer or used for trans-
portation of  emergency 
medicines and vaccines. It 
would be used for referral 
facilities under Tseminyu 
division, NHAK and Wok-
ha district hospital. 
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Arunachal to evaluate industrial 
policy to attract investors

33rd foundation day of AGP celebrated in KA
EC allots “pair of candles”
as symbol to PDF 

‘Loktak Lairembee’ begs two 
nominations for 11th APSA

11 injured in grenade blast 
at Manipur fairground

Climate change adaptation programme held in Manipur 

Agartala, Oct. 14 (IANS):  The 
outlawed National Liberation 
Front of Tripura (NLFT) terrorist 
outfit has called upon tribals to ob-
serve a “Black Day” on Sunday to 
protest Tripura’s merger with the 
Indian Union and for restoration 
of the “historical rights” of tribals.

In a statement to media houses, 
the NLFT called on tribals to 
observe October 15 “as a mark of 
protest, solidarity, and black day 
against the colonial rule. We ap-
peal to the younger generations, 
who are future of the society, to 

come forward in this regard.” 
It said: “On October 15, 1949, 

India took control over the royal 
administration, disbanded the 
royal army and put martial law 
in place till 1952 to suppress any 
resistance.

“At the end of 517-year rule 
(1432-1949) by 184 kings, on Octo-
ber 15, 1949, the erstwhile princely 
state came under the control of 
India according to a merger agree-
ment signed between Kanchan 
Prabha Devi, then regent maha-
rani, and the Governor General 

of India.
“The NLFT for the past 28 

years has been spearheading the 
struggle for the restoration of the 
historical rights of the tribals of 
Tripura and to protest against the 
settlement of the illegal immigrants 
from Bangladesh.”

The NLFT strongly criticised 
the former Left and Congress lead-
ers for facilitating Tripura’s merger 
with the Indian Union.

A senior police official said that 
the NLFT is planning to indulge in 
violence before and during the next 

Assembly elections due in Febru-
ary next year.

“Four NLFT guerrillas who 
fled from their Bangladeshi hide-
out and surrendered to the Border 
Security Force (BSF) recently, told 
this to the police interrogators,” the 
official said.

NLFT cadres undergo arms 
training in several hideouts in 
Bangladesh, which shares a 1,880-
km border with India.

Banned in 1997, the outlawed 
outfit had sought Tripura’s seces-
sion from India.

Itanagar, Oct. 14 (PTI):  
Arunachal Pradesh Chief  
Minister Pema Khandu 
today said the state gov-
ernment will evaluate the 
existing industrial policy 
to make it more investor-
friendly and boost growth.

The chief  minister was 
responding to a private-
member resolution brought 
by BJP MLA Gabriel Den-
wang Wangsu in the state 
Assembly.

“We will revisit the state 
industrial policy and invite 
all the elected representa-
tives to forward suggestions 
so that a comprehensive 
policy could be formulat-

ed which will be investor-
friendly,” Khandu said.

Wangsu, in his resolu-
tion, urged the government 
to take steps to facilitate 
establishment of  industrial 
estates in foothill areas of  
the state.Khandu said a 
provision of  Rs 15 crore 
was made in the 2017-18 
State Budget for setting up 
of  industrial units in the 
foothill areas, and the pro-
posal is pending with the 
Committee of  Secretaries.

The chief  minister said 
setting up of  industrial 
estates in the foothill areas 
would encourage micro, 
small and medium indus-

tries and minimise unem-
ployment.

The state government 
has also sent a proposal to 
the NITI Aayog for organ-
ising a seminar on ‘Act East 
Policy’ during January or 
February next year, he said.

“If  the Act East Policy 
is implemented with im-
provement of  communica-
tion network, the economy 
of  Arunachal Pradesh 
which shares border with 
China, Bhutan and Tibet 
will change drastically. 
Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi is taking keen interest 
in this direction,” Khandu 
said.

Our Correspondent
Diphu, Oct. 14 (EMN):  
Along with rest of  other 
districts the 33rd Founda-
tion day of  Asom Gana 
Parishad (AGP) of  Diphu 
District Committee (DDC) 
celebrated at AGP-Diphu 
district committee office 
here on Saturday. Sam-
sing Kro, President, AGP-
Diphu District committee 
hoisted the party flag.

 A meeting was also 
held and it has resolved that 
on Oct. 30 a party meeting 
will be in Diphu in order 
to strengthen the party. It 
is also informed committee 
members from Bokajan, 

Shillong, Oct. 14 (PTI): 
The People’s Democratic 
Front (PDF) has been al-
lotted a “pair of  candles” 
as their party symbol by the 
Election Commission.

The president of  the 
newfound party, I Marba-
niang, said the poll body 
has accepted the registra-
tion of  the PDF and allot-
ted candles as its symbol on 
October 3.

The party, formed last 
year, was informed about 
the allotment on October 
9, he said at the unveiling 
of  the symbol last evening.

“The EC has also clari-
fied that in constituencies 
where the party may not 
field candidates, independ-
ents can use candles as their 
symbol,” Marbaniang said.

PDF general secre-
tary Auspicious Lyngdoh 
c la imed many s i t t ing 
MLAs would be joining the 
party in the days to come.

“Several members of  
the Khasi Hills Autono-
mous District Councils have 
already joined the party,” 
he said.

The chief  executive 
member of  Khasi Hills Au-
tonomous District Coun-
cil, PN Syiem, along with 
Lamboklang Mylliem of  
the North East Socialist 
Democratic Party, would 
be joining the PDF shortly, 
Lyngdoh said.

Asked about their prepa-
rations for the upcoming 
elections, Lyngdoh said, 
“We are in the process of  
forming district committees. 
Once that is done, we will set 
up an election committee.” 

Meghalaya is likely to 
go to polls early next year.
The PDF has plans to field 
candidates in all the 36 
constituencies in the Khasi-
Jaintia Hills region and a 
couple of  seats in the Garo 
Hills region, he added.

Our Correspondent
Imphal, Oct.13 (EMN): Manipuri film 
‘Loktak Lairembee’ (Lady of  the Lake) 
gets two nominations for the prestigious 
11th Asia Pacific Screen Awards (APSA), 
Brisbane.

The nominations for the 11th APSA, 
the region’s highest accolade in film, 
celebrating cinematic excellence, were an-
nounced on Friday by Brisbane Lord May-
or Graham Quirk, together with former 
APSA International Jury President Lord 
David Puttnam, member of  the APSA 
2017 Nominations Council Kiki Fung and 
Chair of  APSA and its Academy, Michael 
Hawkins.

Altogether 41 films from 21 countries 
and areas of  the Asia Pacific region have 
received nominations in 2017, including 
the first nomination for a film from Bhutan.

Indian film won five nominations 
which include two nominations for a Ma-
nipuri film.

 Haobam Paban Kumar won nomina-
tion for the APSA UNESCO Cultural 
Diversity Award along with Shehnad J 
Jalal for Best Cinematographer for the 
film Loktak Lairembee (Lady of  the 
Lake), Sanal kumar Sasidharan won Best 
Director Nomination for the film Sexy 
Durga, Rajkummar Rao won Best Actor 
Nomination for the film Newton and Amit 
V Masurkar and Mayank Tewari won 
Best Screenplay Nomination for the film 
Newton. The winners will be announced 
on Nov. 23, according to release.

This is the first time that a Manipuri 
film has been nominated for this prestig-
ious award, it added. Chair of  the Asia 
Pacific Screen Awards and its Academy 
Michael Hawkins said, as APSA forges 
into its 11th year, it is significant to note 
that amongst the nominees there are not 
only a great number of  newer filmmakers, 

but also a large number of  filmmakers who 
are already a part of  the growing Asia Pa-
cific Screen Academy, which was created 
precisely to encompass and connect the 
large body of  talented filmmakers in the 
Asia Pacific Region. 

Across all Awards and Achievements, 
which encompasses the films judged 
by two International Juries, films from 
Australia, Japan and People’s Republic 
of  China lead the nomination tally with 
six each. 

The nominations were drawn from the 
298 films that were In Competition for 
APSA. The nominees were decided by the 
International Nominations Council from 
47 Asia Pacific countries and areas – the 
largest country spread to date, which for 
the first time featured a film from Oman. 
In 2017, 26% of films In Competition were 
directed by women and 51% were directed 
by first or second time filmmakers.

The Asia Pacific Screen Awards, based 
in Brisbane, is supported by Brisbane City 
Council and managed by its economic 
development board, Brisbane Marketing. 
APSA has the privilege of  a unique col-
laboration with Paris-based UNESCO 
and FIAPF-International Federation of  
Film Producers Associations, and recog-
nises and promotes cinematic excellence 
and cultural diversity of  the world’s fast-
est growing film region: comprising 70 
countries and areas, 4.5 billion people, 
and is responsible for half  of  the world’s 
film output.Nominees and Jury members 
are inducted into the Asia Pacific Screen 
Academy, making them eligible to apply 
for the 2017 MPA APSA Academy Film 
Fund. 

The Fund was created to support, 
at script stage, new feature film projects 
originated by APSA Academy members 
and their colleagues across Asia Pacific. 

Imphal, Oct. 14 (IANS):  
At least 11 persons, in-
cluding two children, were 
wounded in a grenade blast 
at a fairground in the state 
capital on Friday night, 
police said.

Hospital sources said 
some of  the injured were 
discharged after first aid 
while some sustained criti-
cal injuries. 

Police said two youths in 
a scooter hurled the China-
made hand grenade at the 
fair venue in Tera and fled. 

Police personnel from 
the nearby police station 
rushed to the site. However, 
no arrest could be made. 

The fair is organised by 
the North East Mela Asso-
ciation ahead of  the Ningol 
Chakkouba, the biggest 
social festival in Manipur 
to be held next week. 

G i t c h a n d r a  L e i s -
hangthem, secretary of  
the NEMA, said: “The fair 

was to be opened formally 
from Sunday morning. 
Entrepreneurs were busy 
installing their items and 
hoardings on Friday night 
in their stalls when the blast 
took place.”

No group has claimed 
responsibility for the blast. 

Though the organisers 
have not closed down the 
fair the entrepreneurs are 
having second thoughts 
over the growing sense of  
insecurity. 

In view of  the “im-
proved law and order” in 
Manipur the government 
has been organising a fair 
twice a week from Oct. 2 
at Kangla park in the heart 
of  Imphal city. 

One bomb had been 
exploded not far from the 
venue last week. Besides a 
college located nearby was 
attacked with a grenade a 
few days back. 

Reacting to the attacks, 

Chief  Minister N. Biren 
Singh said “Persons who 
cannot tolerate the develop-
mental works are resorting 
to senseless violence. How-
ever, people who ignore the 
disruptionist activities are 
going ahead.”

Due to security con-
cerns some families said 
they will abstain from vis-
iting the fairs, including 
the one organised by the 
Manipur government at 
Kangla park. 

The Armed Forces 
(Special Powers) Act, 1958 
was imposed in Manipur 
on September 8, 1980. 
However, it was lifted from 
eight assembly segments 
in Imphal from August 12, 
2004 following gang rape, 
custodial deaths and the 
naked protest by 12 women 
against the gang rape-cum-
killing of  T. Manoram by 
troopers of  17 Assam Ri-
fles. 

Our Correspondent
Imphal, Oct.14 (EMN): 
Manipur Chief  Minister 
N Biren Singh said that 
people’s involvement, co-
operation and awareness 
campaigns on the impact 
of  climate change is very 
much important for con-
serving and preserving the 
ecology and environment. 
This was stated by him at 
the orientation programme 
for Legislatures and Ad-
ministrative Secretaries on 
Climate Change Adaptation 
here on Friday evening. The 
programme was organised 
by Directorate of  Environ-
ment, Government of Ma-
nipur in association with 
Department of Science and 
Technology (DST), Govern-
ment of  India and Swiss 
Agency for Development 
and Co-Operation (SDC). 

 Addressing the gather-
ing, he said that the State 
government is targeting to 
achieve the National com-
mitments on climate change 
mitigation and adaptation 
like generation of 105 MW 
of  on-grid solar roof  top 
facilities by 2022, enhancing 
of water accessibility and re-
juvenation of water resourc-
es including stream head 
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Every Sudoku has a unique solution that can be 
reached logically. Enter numbers into the blank 
spaces so that each row, column and 3x3 box 
contains the numbers 1 to 9.

ACROSS
 1. Decorate with gold leaf
 5. Consecrate
 10. On the road

 16. Portend
 17. Slender

 22. Swathe
 23. Autonomic nervous system
 24. Homes for birds

 32. Not late
 33. Flooded
 34. Church bench
 37. Curved molding
 38. An unwholesome 

atmosphere

 42. A dish of tomatoes and 
greens

 43. Self-restraining
 45. Go bad
 49. Be unwell
 50. Control and direct
 53. Green gem

 59. Comply with
 60. Beloved
 61. Tag
 62. Wings
 63. Being
 64. Hard wood
 65. Lairs 
DOWN
 1. Deep cut
 2. Small island
 3. 53 in Roman numerals
 4. Deserving a curse
 5. Perplex
 6. Puts down

 7. S

 9. Killed
 10. Put up with
 11. Forests
 12. Grown

 21. Unique
 25. Hireling
 26. Anger

 28. Wounds
 29. Expect
 30. Flavor
 31. Belief

 35. Brother of Jacob
 36. Marries
 38. Unruly crowd
 39. What a train runs on
 41. Valleys 

 44. To wit

 45. Tint
 46. Strides
 47. Killer whales
 48. Accustom
 51. A period of discounted 

prices
 52. Knife
 53. Not odd
 54. Competent
 55. Low-fat
 56. Colors
 58. Nigerian tribesman
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management, protection of  
wetlands and other natural 
resources. The government 
would promote organic 
farming along with modern 
and scientific agriculture in 
the State, he added.

Informing that the recent 
flood and landslides due 
to climate change impact 
in Manipur had claimed at 
least 22 lives besides destroy-
ing many houses and stand-
ing crops and live stocks, he 
said the need of the hour is 
to give alternative way of  
livelihood. A detailed project 
report will be prepared for 
the conservation and resto-

ration of  Lamphelpat, the 
popular wetland in Imphal 
area.           

On the other hand Forest 
and Environment Minister 
Th Shyamkumar said Cli-
mate Change is not just a 
threat to the environment 
but also to growth and de-
velopment of  the nation 
and state in particular. He 
added the ongoing Climate 
Change Adaptation Project 
at Phayeng village in Imphal 
West district is one of  the 
integrated model projects 
undertaken by the eight line 
departments with public 
support.

In her speech, Head and 
Counsellor, Swiss Coopera-
tion Office India, Embassy 
of  Switzerland Ms Mary-
laure Crettaz said, “The 
climate change is growing 
concern of  the world and 
mountainous region and 
young people to take action 
as soon as possible.” SDC 
and DST jointly designed the 
Indian Himalayas Climate 
Adaptation Programme to 
strengthen the resilience of  
vulnerable communities, 
capacity building, risk as-
sessment and raise public 
awareness on the impact of  
climate change,she added.

She also informed that 
the Indo-Swiss Bilateral 
Cooperation on Climate 
Change has taken up vari-
ous projects and activities 
such as to strengthen the 
resilience of vulnerable com-
munities, capacity building, 
risk assessment and raise 
public awareness on the im-
pact of climate change. Such 
orientation Programme for 
Legislatures and Adminis-
trative Secretaries on Cli-
mate Change adaptation is a 
part of training programme 
conducted with the help 
of  NABARD Consultancy 
Services (NABCONS) in 
various States.

Earlier delivering a talk 
on ‘Climate Policy and 
Climate Finance: its Op-
portunities,’ former spe-
cial secretary Hem Pande 
of  environment ministry 
appealed to integrate the 
development programmes 
in an environment friendly 
manner to counter the im-
pact of  climate change in 
future.Cabinet Ministers, 
Parliamentary Secretar-
ies, MLAs, Administrative 
Secretaries, delegates from 
outside the State partici-
pated in the orientation 
programme. 

Hamren and Diphu to at-
tend the meeting,  Samsing.

Alluminating the candle 
lights was also organised in 

their office premise in the 
evening hour to remember 
their party workers for their 
contributions towards .
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Maruti launches all new S-Cross 

Bharat Mendiratta Assistant Manager systems & Processes Nexa, Temsu Lkr. SM., Alebo & Nirjhar Datta Chaudhary Territory Sales Manager Nexa 
during the unveiling of the S-Cross.

IndusInd Bank to take over 
microfinance player Bharat Financial 

Oil prices rise amid geopolitical tensions

Norwegian seafood industry 
eye Indian gourmet market

Maruti workers extend financial 
help to kin of jailed ex-colleagues

Equities ride bulls ahead of 
Diwali, Nifty scales record highs

Feeling hungry? Now order food with FB

Mumbai, Oct. 14 (IANS): The Board of Di-
rectors of IndusInd Bank Ltd and Bharat Fi-
nancial Inclusion Ltd on Saturday approved 
the merger of  two companies through a 
composite scheme of arrangement.

As per the merger terms, the shareholders 
of microfinance company Bharat Financial 
will receive 639 shares of IndusInd for every 
1,000 shares of Bharat Financial, formerly 
known as SKS Microfinance Ltd.

This implies a premium of 12.6 per cent 
to Bharat Financial Inclusion Limited over 
two-week volume weighted price (VWAP).

The Board of  Directors of  the two 
companies approved the scheme at their 
respective meetings. The merger will be 
effected through an all-stock transaction. 
According to the approved scheme, Bharat 
Financial will be merged with IndusInd 
and its business correspondent operations 
will be transferred to a wholly owned sub-
sidiary of IndusInd. The subsidiary will be 
incorporated post regulatory approvals for 
the merger.

All the assets and liabilities originated by 
the business correspondents-wholly owned 
subsidiary will be booked in the balance 
sheet of IndusInd. Post merger, the total as-
sets of IndusInd would jump to Rs 200,820 
crore (IndusInd Rs 190,650 crore, Bharat 
Financial Rs 10,170 crore), and the net 
worth would be Rs 23,921 crore (IndusInd 
Rs 21,501 crore, Bharat Financial Rs 2,420 
crore). The loan book size of  IndusInd 
post merger would increase to Rs 126,038 
crore while its customer base will go up to 
16.3 million with the addition of  Bharat 
Financial’s customers numbering around 
6.8 million.

Similarly, IndusInd’s employee strength 
would increase to 40,355. Bharat Financial’s 
has an employee strength of 15,284.

Last fiscal Bharat Financial earned a 
total income of  Rs 1,728 crore and a net 
profit of Rs 290 crore. However during the 
first quarter of the current year, the company 

had posted a loss of Rs 37 crore.
As an integral part of the scheme, there 

shall be a preferential allotment of warrants 
to the promoters of IndusInd in accordance 
with the applicable Reserve Bank of India 
(RBI) and Securities and Exchange Board 
of India (Sebi) guidelines as an anti-dilutive 
measure. The scheme is subject to the ap-
proval of  the RBI, Sebi, the Competition 
Commission of  India, stock exchange(s), 
shareholders and creditors of IndusInd and 
Bharat Financial, National Company Law 
Tribunal and such other regulatory approvals 
as may be required.

All the employees of Bharat Financial 
Inclusion Limited will become part of the 
IndusInd family.

As to the rationale of the merger, Bharat 
Financial said that it fits with the rural bank-
ing and microfinance theme of IndusInd’s 
planning cycle-4 strategy. The merger would 
provide IndusInd access to best in class 
micro-lending capabilities and domain ex-
pertise in microfinance.

Bharat Financial has 1,408 branches 
across 347 districts which complements 
IndusInd Bank’s branch network of 1,210 
bank branches (including around 250 rural 
branches) and 999 vehicle finance outlets.

Post-merger, IndusInd will have over 
3,600 banking points (excluding ATMs).

“The Board of the Bank believes that the 
composite scheme of arrangement relating 
to the merger of these two illustrious institu-
tions will add value to all stakeholders and 
the Bank,” R.Seshasayee, Chairman of In-
dusInd was quoted as saying in a statement.

“It is a matter of immense pleasure that 
Bharat Financial Inclusion Limited has 
taken today its first steps to be a part of a 
larger banking family. The transaction will 
bring immense benefits to Bharat Financial 
Inclusion’s vast customer base, staff  and 
shareholders,” P.H.Ravikumar, Chairman, 
Bharat Financial was quoted as saying in 
the statement.

Dimapur, Oct. 14 (EMN): 
The urban premium S-
Cross from Maruti Suzuki, 
will arrive in a brand new 
‘avatar’ this festive season 
with the company’s inten-
tion to further strengthen 
Maruti Suzuki’s position in 
the premium segment. 

This  was  re por ted 
through a press release 
from the car maker through 
their Nexa showroom on 
Saturday at Darogapathar 
Dimapur where the new 
version of  the car was also 
unveiled. 

 It also informed that 
the  company  opened 
bookings for the all-new 
S-Cross at its network of  
NEXA showrooms across 
India.

‘The all-new S-Cross 
sports an entirely new, bold 
design with a powerful 
upright stance. The mascu-
line and aggressive upright 
stance is accentuated by a 
sculpted hood design and 
sleek headlamps,” stated 
the press release.

The sharp LED pro-
jector headlamps, housed 

neatly with the daylight 
running lamps (DRLs), 
make the all-new S-Cross 
more assertive. The im-
posing chrome on the 
grille,along with the em-
phatic S insignia, makes 
the all-new S-Cross distinct 
and premium. The rear 
combination lamps(RCL), 
also equipped with LEDs, 
are cleaner, sharper and 
more contemporary in 
style. Wider tyres (215/60 
R16), coupled with con-
trasting two-tone machine 
finished alloys, give it an 

imposing on-road pres-
ence. 
Chic Classy Interiors 

The interiors have also 
been tastefully upgraded 
and made classier witha 
satin chrome accent finish, 
a soft touch dashboard and 
well-coordinated seat fab-
ric designs. More new-age 
technologies, like an intui-
tive touchscreen infotain-
ment system with Android 
Auto and Apple CarPlay 
would also complement 
the all-new S-Cross. The 
piano black coloured cen-

N e w  Yo r k ,  O c t .  1 4 
(IANS): Oil prices rose on 
Friday, as turmoil in the 
Middle East underpinned 
the market.

The West Texas Inter-
mediate for November de-
livery on Friday increased 
$0.85 to settle at $51.45 a 
barrel on the New York 
Mercanti le  Exchange, 
while Brent crude for De-
cember delivery rose $0.92 
to close at $57.17 a barrel 
on the London ICE Fu-
tures Exchange, Xinhua 
news agency reported.

US President Donald 
Trump announced on Fri-

San Francisco, Oct. 14 (IANS): 
Ordering food online is cumber-
some as you have to switch between 
several apps to get your favourite 
meal. But not anymore. Facebook 
has made it easy. Internet users can 
now get their snack through the 
app itself.

Facebook has been testing this 
feature since last year and after 
responding to feedback and adding 
more partners, the company rolled 
it out in the US on iOS, Android 
and desktop. “Today, we’re taking 
the time out of  finding what you 
want to eat by officially launching 
the ability to order food for pick-up 
or delivery, directly on Facebook,” 
Alex Himel, Vice President of Lo-
cal, wrote in a blog late on Friday.

“People already go to Facebook 

to figure out what to eat by read-
ing about nearby restaurants, and 
seeing what their friends say about 
them. So, we’re making it even 
easier,” Himel added.

Facebook combines options 
from several food ordering serv-
ices so users do not have to search 
through multiple places to find 
what they are looking for. 

From local spots to national 
chains, Facebook would connect 
a user with old favourites and 
new discoveries and order food by 
checking the ratings by friends.

Users can browse restaurants 
nearby by visiting the ‘Order Food’ 
section in the ‘Explore’ menu. 
Browse for food options and select 
‘Start Order’ for takeout or delivery 
services.

New Delhi, Oct. 14 (IANS): For 
well over two decades, Norwegian 
seafood is being served at high-end 
eateries in India but the imports 
have been significantly small due to 
high customs duties.

Now, there is a push to promote 
it in India, thanks to the efforts of  
the body which promotes the Nor-
dic country’s seafood.

“Earlier, due to high customs 
duties the price had been above 
the local fish, so import volumes 
remained small. However, with an 
increasingly affluent middle class, 
our analysis has shown that there 
are potentially 20-30 million Indians 
who can afford to buy our products 
like salmon and Atlantic cod,” the 
Oslo-based Yogi Shergill, Director 
of  Norwegian Seafood Council, 
told IANS during a visit here.

“We are aware that convincing 
the consumer to purchase Norwe-
gian seafood will be a challenge and 
will take time. However, we now 
see that some local fish like pomfret 
is priced very close to our salmon, 
and higher than what Atlantic cod 
is sold at, so the prospects looks 
good,” Shergill said adding that 
Norwegian exporters have to be 
patient and have staying power to 
capture part of  the market in India.

The Council is part of  Norway’s 
Ministry of  Trade and Fisheries, 
with a mandate to work with ex-
porters to promote seafood around 
the world. Its mission is to main-
tain and develop new markets and 
enhance the value of  the country’s 
seafood to benefit exporters.

“India has not been a market 
that the exporters have focused on. 
However we have seen in the last 
2-3 years that salmon is now sold 
in modern retail stores and is avail-
able to the consumers, which is a 
new trend. It was therefore decided 
in conjunction with the exporters 

to explore actively the potential 
for Norwegian seafood,” Shergill 
explained.

The Council seems to be catch-
ing up fast. For example, its findings 
suggested that “a larger commu-
nity” in Mumbai and Chennai is 
vegetarian. So they reduced their 
marketing activities accordingly 
and concentrated more on cities like 
Bengaluru and Goa.

Shergill also pointed out that 
the annual consumption of  seafood 
in India was around 9.4 million 
tonnes, with 50 per cent coming 
from the sea and the rest from fresh-
water aquaculture.

“The wild catch from the In-
dian Ocean is not growing, but in a 
stable-to-declining state. So, if  there 
has to be a growth in local consump-
tion, it would be either through 
increased aquaculture, marine sea 
farms along the coast or imports. 
Our seafood is from the cold and 
pristine waters of  the Northern At-
lantic, so salmon and cod cannot be 
farmed in India, and pose no threat 
to the local fish,” he added.

Aiming to raise the interest in 
Norwegian seafood, the Council 
recently hosted an exclusive Sea-
food from Norway dinner with the 
country’s ambassador, Nils Ragnar 
Kamsvaag, in the capital. The 
networking dinner presented fresh 
salmon that is netted from Norway’s 
fjords.

The grand buffet of  consistently 
delicious seafood made a fusion to 
tickle the India palate. Delicately 
flavoured salmon dishes comprised 
appetizers and mains dishes like 
achari salmon, spicy tamarind 
glazed salmon, chili glazed salmon, 
salmon coconut malai curry, Chive 
pancakes with smoked salmon, 
green olive chutney and lemon me-
ringue. The delights may soon be on 
their way to a restaurant near you.

Mumbai, Oct. 14 (IANS): 
Supported by good buying 
sentiments ahead of Diwali, 
key Indian equity indices 
rode the bulls for the sec-
ond consecutive week, with 
the wider Nifty50 of  the 
National Stock Exchange 
(NSE) hitting record highs 
on the last trading day of  
the week.

Market observers said 
the risk-taking appetite of  
investors got a major fillip 
by domestic data indicating 
stable inflation and healthy 
factory output, coupled with 
positive global cues, upbeat 
quarterly earnings data of an 
IT major and strong domes-
tic flow of funds.

The Nifty50, on Friday 
(October 13), closed trade 
at a new high of 10,167.45 
points, surpassing its previ-
ous closing high of 10,153.10 
points scaled on Septem-
ber 18. On a weekly basis, 
it edged higher by 187.75 
points, or 1.88 per cent.

The index also hit a fresh 
intra-day high of 10,191.90 
points on Friday, crossing its 
previous high of 10,178.95 
points on an intra-day basis 
scaled on September 19.

The 30-scrip Sensitive 
Index (Sensex) of the BSE, 
too, witnessed a strong clos-
ing at 32,432.69 points -- up 
618.47 points, or 1.94 per 
cent, on a weekly basis -- its 
highest level since August 1 
when it closed at a high of  
32,575.17 points.

“So far this year, Sensex 
has gained 22 per cent, while 
Nifty is up 24 per cent,” 
Dhruv Desai, Director and 
Chief Operating Officer of  
Tradebulls, told IANS.

D.K. Aggarwal, Chair-
man and Managing Direc-
tor, SMC Investments and 
Advisors, said: “In the week 
gone by, the domestic stock 
market, which has been on 
a northward move for the 
last two weeks, is expected 
to be further buoyed by signs 
of  easing of  geo-political 
tensions and huge inflow in 
mutual funds.”

According to data pro-
vided by market analysts, 
domestic mutual funds have 
received inflows of $16 bil-
lion from April to September 
2017.

“Also, good demand on 
consumer stocks on arrival 
of festival season and inter-

est in pharma stocks amid 
positive regulatory approvals 
supported the bulls,” Aggar-
wal told IANS.

“Industrial production 
expanded to a nine-month 
high of 4.3 per cent in Au-
gust while retail inflation 
was stagnant at 3.28 per cent 
in September compared to 
the previous month. The do-
mestic currency, which was 
under pressure, has now got 
some strength as against the 
US dollar to hit near three-
week high,” he added.

During the week, the 
Indian rupee appreciated by 
45 paise to close at 64.93 to 
a US dollar from its previous 
week’s close at 65.38.

Head - Equity of  Ko-
tak Life Insurance Hemant 
Kanawala told IANS that 
the two major factors that 
influenced the markets dur-
ing the week were strong 
domestic flow of funds and 
continued pressure on earn-
ings. 

“FIIs have sold $1.6 bil-
lion in the month of Septem-
ber taking their net selling to 
$3.3 billion in the last two 
months,” Kanawala pointed 
out.

tral panel, together with 
a premium leather finish 
arm-rest, adds a dash of  
premium-ness to the of-
fering. 

All New Powertrain 
In its newest form, the 

all-New S-Cross scores 
high not just on looks but 
alsoin technology and 
powertrain. The all-new 
S-Crossgets  the DDiS 
200with Smart Hybrid 
technology. This is the 
third model in the Maruti 
Suzuki portfolio to host the 
DDiS200 with Smart Hy-
brid technology.It comes 
packed with a host of  fea-
tures like idle-stop-start, 
torque assist, brake energy 
regeneration system and a 
gearshift indicator.Many 
of  these features enhance 
energy efficiency in the 
S-Cross.

A h e a d  i n  s a f e t y : 
Tested at the company’s 
world-class Rohtak R&D 
facility, the all-new S-Cross 
is among the six models 
alreadycompliant with 
advanced upcoming new 
safety norms -frontal off-
set crash, side impact and 
pedestrian safety. It comes 
with rear seat ISO-FIX 
child seat safety mount.
These features are stand-
ard across all variants of  
S-Cross.

day that he had decided to 
decertify Iran’s compliance 
with the landmark deal 
reached in 2015.

“I am announcing to-
day that we cannot and 
will not make this certi-
fication,” Trump said at 
the White House as he un-
veiled a new Iran strategy 
of  his administration.

Analysts said unrest in 
the Middle East and pos-

sible US action on the Iran 
nuclear deal boosted the 
oil prices, as traders feared 
geopolitical tensions could 
cut off  oil exports from the 
region.

On the data front, the 
number of  rigs operating in 
US oil fields fell by 5 to a 
total of  743 rigs this week, 
oilfield service firm Baker 
Hughes said in its weekly 
report on Friday.

Gurugram, Oct. 14 (IANS): The 
Maruti Suzuki Workers Union 
(MSWU) on Saturday handed 
over a total of Rs 71.5 lakh to the 
families of  13 former company 
workers who were jailed for the 
2012 violence at the company’s 
Manesar plant.

Leaders and members of  the 
Maruti Suzuki Workers Union at 
Manesar and the company’s Guru-
gram plant’s Maruti Udyog Kam-
gar Union on Saturday gathered at 
a park at the Mini-Secretariat here 
on the Delhi-Gurugram Express-
way and handed over Rs 5.5 lakh 
to each family.

Workers of the Manesar plant 
contributed Rs 5,000 each for ex-
tending financial support to the 
families of their former colleagues 
whose financial condition was very 
poor, union leaders said.

On April 16, 2016, Maruti 
Udyog Kamgar Union had handed 
over Rs 50,000 each to 36 affected 

families. On July 18, the workers 
union of Sunbeam Auto Company 
had handed over Rs 75,000 to each 
of 13 families.

On March 10, Additional Dis-
trict and Sessions Judge R.P. Goel 
had held 31 former workers guilty 
of murder and attempt to murder, 
among other offences, at the Maruti 
Suzuki India Limited (MSIL) 
Manesar plant on the evening of  
July 18, 2012.

On March 18, the court award-
ed life imprisonment to 13 former 
workers for violence and rioting.

The court also sentenced four 
accused to five-year imprison-
ment and said the sentence already 
served by the remaining 14 accused 
was sufficient.

Maruti Suzuki Human Re-
source Department General Man-
ager Ashwin Kumar Dev was burnt 
alive and over 50 persons injured in 
the violence. Several policemen also 
received injuries in the violence.
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READERS’ MIRROR VIEWS & REVIEWS

Enemy of My Enemy

The old proverb 
"Enemy of  my en-
emy is my friend" 
is no stranger to 

Nagas. It has through the 
decades been tested and 
proven in the course of  the 
Naga national movement, 
Naga politics and Naga 
society. 

In relation to the re-
cent attacks and counter-
attacks between the In-
dian government and the 
Government of  the Peo-
ple's Republic of  Naga-
land (Khaplang), the PRO 
(Defence) of  the NSCN/
GPRN, Lieut. Col. Isak 
Sumi stated through the 
media that a Major in the 
NSCN/GPRN IM led the 
Para commandos along 
with few NSCN R cadres 
in the cross border raids on 
them. The attacks report-
edly took place across the 
artificial political bound-
ary dividing Nagas into 
Myanmar and India.

In addition, the PRO 
named an NSCN (IM) Un-
der Secretary by the name 
of  Stephen Makuimai for 
indulging in similar activi-
ties. Based on writings in 
the social media the PRO 

indicated that the Under 
Secretary has been writing 
on the current firefights 
presumably from the bat-
tlefield. 

The charges are being 
leveled against the Major, 
Under Secretary and the 
cadres by the NSCN K 
through its PRO. Hence 
in the interest of  the Naga 
people, the NSCN IM and 
NSCN R needs to publicly 
respond.  

If  at all the Major was 
taking part in the raids 
without the knowledge of  
his government. NSCN/
GPRN IM should take ac-
tion.

Also the 'unofficial ac-
tions' of  the Under Sec-
retary on social media 
should also be explained 
'officially' by NSCN IM. 
The NSCN R too should 
come out with a statement 
regarding the involvement 
of  its cadres.

I choose not to speak of  
past similar acts commit-
ted by governments, indi-
vidual cadres and civilians. 
Neither do I wish to speak 
of  the deceit, espionage 
and killings between Naga 
National groups in col-

laboration with the Indian 
Army and other neigh-
bouring non-Naga revo-
lutionary groups which 
occurred during our turbu-
lent blood soaked history. 
But one is aware that there 
have been many instances 
in the past where cadres 
of  various Naga National 
groups have aligned with 
the Indian paramilitary 
forces for cash and person-
al benefits. The same goes 
for Naga civilians, and 
while some paid the price 
for it yet others still do.

The fact remains that 
no group/faction can 
claim to be innocent! So, 
let us all mend our ways. 
Let us refrain from falling 
prey to old designs and 
from repeating past mis-
takes.   

Therefore, once and 
for all, the various Naga 
National Groups and the 
NSCN groups in particular 
who are currently in cease-
fire with India should not 
allow itself  or it's cadres to 
be prostituted by the en-
emies of  its enemy for fac-
tional gains or individual 
benefits.

Peter Rutsa

8 Ways to Serve the Elders in Your Community or Home

World Anaesthesia Day

Make Life of 
Well-Being of All  

Any discussion of  mindful service to the 
elders within your family and community 
might best begin with, “And just as you 
want men to do to you, you also do to them 
likewise” (Luke 6:31).

By reaching out to elders as stewards of  God’s 
grace, you offer service to those who spend 
their lives following Luke’s command. Make 
no mistake about it: The seniors in your com-
munity have put family, church, community 
and country first in their work and prayers for 
decades. It’s not only a pleasure to extend fel-
lowship, but a privilege.
1. Honor with Humility
With everything going on in the world today, 
it’s not always easy to know what God wants 
us to do. Elders have wrestled with this very 
question through world wars, desperate fam-
ines, racial violence and nuclear attack. Con-
sider asking their opinion regarding today’s 
challenging issues. Honor their experience 
by allowing it into your life as an invaluable 
teaching tool.
2. Care with Purity
Offer care-giving services, from casual shop-
ping to personal hygiene assistance. Often 
elders exhibit increasing difficulty with ba-
sic washing and shaving skills, and securing 

buttons and zippers on their clothing. It can 
sometimes be virtually impossible for seniors 
to maintain an independent lifeof  cooking, 
cleaning, shopping, paying bills or even using 
the phone.

Restore an elder’s pride by allowing him 
to care for himself  with your pure-of-heart 
assistance, just as you would naturally attend 
to the needs of  a blood relative. “Do not re-
buke an older man, but exhort him as a fa-
ther, younger men as brothers, older women 
as mothers, younger women as sisters, with 
all purity” (1 Timothy 5:1-2).
3. Socialize with Hope
Make it a point to include elders significantly 
in your life. Do you have group-oriented hob-
bies such as quilting or card playing? Is there 
a piece of  scripture or a well-loved novel you 
would like to read aloud for mutual benefit?

Consider volunteering at a Christian 
home for seniors. Your collaborative effort 
multiplies when many are available to offer 
fellowship together in one place. The gift of  
shared time offers hope to the elderly and 
brings blessings to you.
4. Provide with Faith
“But if  anyone does not provide for his 
relatives, and especially for members of  his 
household, he has denied the faith and is 
worse than an unbeliever” (1 Timothy 5:8).

Seniors in our community must not be 
overlooked when, as a church family, we pro-

vide for those in need. Often elders carry a 
sense of  pride that isolates them from com-
municating a need for heat or electricity, or 
extra clothing and blankets. If  some seniors 
in your community live independently at 
home, be sure to keep an eye out for appli-
ances or broken items that need repair.
5. Explore Heritage with Joy
Increasing studies point to the vast benefit 
of  knowing family history and traditions, es-
pecially for children. What better source for 
such tidbits than the elders in your home or 
community? Don’t be afraid to ask pointed 
questions regarding heritage. Even seniors 
who struggle with dementia or Alzheimer’s 
tend to home in on distinct events in their 
past with fond focus and surprising clarity.
6. Break Bread Simply
While most elders enjoy routine invitations 
to holiday dinner gatherings, many eat eve-
ryday meals in isolation. Consider nourish-
ing the soul of  a senior as you nourish your 
body and break bread together on an aver-
age day.

Eating quietly with an elder is the per-
fect opportunity to check on possible dental 
problems that may significantly compromise 
their health. Seniors might not even be aware 
of  chronic jaw or tooth discomfort because 
they’ve grown used to it. Watch carefully for 
signs of  sharp pain, or difficulty chewing.

7. Appreciate with Love
“Beloved, let us love one another, for love is 
from God, and whoever loves has been born 
of  God and knows God” (1 John 4:7).

With great patience and gentleness, open-
ly emphasize your love. Offer specific exam-
ples of  what makes a particular elder unique 
in your eyes and God’s. Give thanks for the 
gift of  friendship and counsel. Describe how 
serving has positively impacted you. Share 
your gratitude.
8. Respect with Grace
Be careful, when serving the elderly, to re-
member Christian ministry often spurs denial 
and rejection. Your desire to serve, in many 
instances, may be met with similar rebuttal, 
even in situations where you firmly believe 
God’s grace is desperately needed.

Exhibit grace yourself  by respecting 
elders’ wishes, whatever they may be. “Let no 
corrupting talk come out of  your mouths, but 
only such as is good for building up, as it fits 
the occasion, that it may give grace to those 
who hear” (Ephesians 4:29).

After all, blessings lie in the act of  service 
alone, and we all rest together in the palm of  
God’s hand.

Sarah Landrum is a freelance writer on a 
mission to change the world and help people 
live happier, more enriched lives. She is also 
the founder of  the career and happiness site 
Punched Clocks.

October 16 is celebrated all 
over the world as World 
Anaesthesia Day. It was on 

this day, in 1846, that William T.G. 
Morton made history by being the 
first in the world to publicly and suc-
cessfully demonstrate surgery being 
performed without pain by using 
Ether anaesthesia at Ether Dome 
Massachusetts General Hospital, 
Boston, USA. This Discovery of  
Anaesthesia led to completely ad-
vance the medical science especially 
in the field of  surgery and till now 
is considered as among the top 10 
Important Medical discoveries in 
the world.

The Renaissance saw significant 
advances in Anatomy and Surgical 
Technique. However, despite all this 
progress, surgery remained a treat-
ment of  last resort. Many patients 
with surgical disorders chose certain 
death rather than undergo surgery 
because of  the associated pain. It 
was after the discovery of  anaesthe-
sia that Surgery could be performed 
without the agony of  pain associat-
ed with surgery. Two major advanc-
es occurred in the late 19th century 
which allowed the development of  
modern surgery, first being the dis-
covery of  Anaesthesia and secondly 

the application of  antiseptic tech-
niques in surgery.

A doctor who administers an-
aesthesia is called an Anaesthet-
ist or Anaesthesiologist. They are 
qualified doctors who have done 
their MBBS plus 2 to 3 years of  
Post Graduate degree or diploma in 
Anesthesia. They are highly trained 
and qualified in providing anaesthe-
sia during surgery procedures and 
also responsible after looking after 
patients in the ICU. Nagaland also 
is not lacking in the field of  Anaes-
thesia with a total of  28 qualified 
Anesthetist Doctors till date. We are 
present in almost all the District Civ-
il Hospitals and Private Hospitals 
and are providing anaesthesia care 
service to the people of  Nagaland.

In my 20 years of  anaesthesia 
practice in Nagaland and interaction 
with patients, I have found out that 
majority of  our people are highly 
aware of  anaesthesia but a small 
percentage of  patients have not 
heard about what anaesthesia is all 
about. On this day, The World An-
aesthesia Day, I take this privilege to 
create some awareness for the public 
who are not aware of  anaesthesia, as 
safe anaesthesia ensure safe surgery 
and safe patient. Today, I would like 

to highlight some important points 
of  what we do and also would like 
to educate patients about certain 
responsibilities that have to be fol-
lowed before any operation, as that 
will ensure a very safe surgery with-
out any complications. A good and 
smooth surgical recovery depends 
not only on the treating doctor, 
nurses and the hospital but also on 
the patients’ responsibility to follow 
certain instructions.

It is my observation that our peo-
ple are very shy and hardly ask ques-
tions to the treating doctor think-
ing that it will hurt the sentiments 
of  the doctors but as a patient you 
have every right to know about your 
illness and the procedure that your 
treating doctor is to perform on you. 
On the contrary, as doctors, we will 
be highly obliged to answer all your 
problems and your questions, as 
your comfort and safety is of  utmost 
importance to us. 
Question you must ask your Doctor 
and the Hospital before any operation:
1. Will a qualified Anaesthetist 

provide me anaesthesia?
2.  Will the Anaesthetist do a pre-

anaesthesia check up before the 
operation?

3.  Will the Anaesthetist look after 
me during the operation and 
after the operation till I recover 
fully?

4.  Does the hospital have all neces-
sary machines and monitoring 
devices to provide safe anaesthe-
sia?

5.  What different options does the 
hospital provide for anaesthesia 
and pain relief  for the operation?

6.  What facilities does the hospital 
have to provide Safe After Care 
if  I develop any complications?

Some important instruction you 
should follow before any operation
1.  Your Anaesthetist will advise 

you to stop taking food and liq-
uid 6-8 hours before surgery. Fol-
low this instruction strictly.

2. Bring your old medical record 
with you, including   investiga-
tion reports.

3. Bring your regular medicines with 
you and continue/stop it accord-
ingly as per the advice of  your 
Anaesthetist. 

4.  If  you have any medical diseases 
like high B.P, Diabetes, Heart 
disease, Thyroid problem etc, 
let the Anaesthetist know during 
the Pre anaesthesia check up.

5.  Stop smoking/chewing tobacco 
or alcohol consumption before 
surgery and as advised by your 
doctor.

6.  Any allergy/drug reaction 
should be informed to the Anaes-
thetist

Important instruction after the 
operation:
1.  We will look after you till you re-

cover fully from anaesthesia. 
2.  Don’t take any liquids or food 

unless and until advised by your 
doctor.

3 . Nausea, vomiting, shivering are 
common problems after surgery. 
We will take care of  it.

4.  We will take care of  your post 
operative pain, we can reduce it 
but may not be able to eliminate 
it completely. 
Anyone can contact  me for any 

queries concerning anaesthesia. Me 
and my anaesthetist colleagues in 
Nagaland will be happy to help you 
in any possible way. 

My contact whatsapp no. is 
9485200234.

Safe Anaesthesia, Safe Surgery, 
Safe Patient.

  Dr. Imsu Jamir
  Dimapur, Nagaland

Let’s not be clouds of  autumn 
season

That makes noise but send no 
rain.

Be the clouds of  the rainy season,
Without a word send heavy rain.

Not make intellect prejudiced,
Easily distorted and distracted,

In both success and failure, 
Remain always balanced,

Have not wavering intellect,
That clouds the thinking.

Have unwavering intellect, 
That works without longing.

Always see no work in work,
Say always Work in no work.
Make life of  well-being of  all,

For the good and comfort of  all.

Prof  Mithilesh Kumar Sinha

Nagaland University, Lumami

DAILY
PATH

Care for creation honors the Creator.

The “big browns” are spawning in the Owyhee River—brown trout beginning their fall nesting 
ritual. You can see them excavating their nests in the gravelly shallows.
Wise fishermen know that fish are spawning and try not to disturb them. They avoid walking 

on gravel bars where they might trample the eggs, or wading upstream from the nests where they 
might dislodge debris that can smother them. And they don’t fish for these trout, though it’s tempt-
ing to do so as they rest near their nests.
These precautions are part of an ethic that governs responsible fishing. But there is a deeper 

and a better cause.
The Scriptures stress the fact that God has given us the earth (Gen. 1:28–30). It is ours to use, 

but we must use it as those who love it.
I muse on the work of God’s hands: a partridge calling across a canyon, a bull elk bugling up 

a fight, a herd of antelope far off in the distance, a brook trout and its kaleidoscopic rose moles, a 
mother otter playing in a stream with her pups—I love all these things, for they have been given to 
me for my delight, out of my Father’s great love.
And what I love, I protect.

Heavenly Father, You have put us here to enjoy and ponder Your marvelous creation. May 
everything You have made remind us of Your goodness, love, and care.

Creation Care
BIBLE READ:  GENESIS 1:26–31  
THOUGHT FOR TODAY:

The highest heavens belong to the Lord, but 
the earth he has given to mankind.  

~  Psalm 115:16

World of Hustle 
and Bustle

We today, are experiencing
World of Hustle and bustle,

Of hokey-pokey culture,
Actions based on gross and 

subtle.

World of hob-nob 
civilization

Of schedules and deadline,
Bumptiousness is on swing, 

Tolerance is on declines.

People feel pleasure only
In power and pelf,

Be preferred seductive joy, 
That goads the self.

Human beings in grip of  
Meshes of incessant activity,

Leading worries of life,
Resulting in mental 

instability.

Prof  Mithilesh Kumar Sinha

Nagaland University, Lumami

Why the Sun's Atmosphere is 
Much Hotter Than its Surface

Staying in Shape May 
Increase Your Lifespan

Scientists have found that 
small solar flare could help 
explain why the Sun's at-
mosphere, the corona, is so 

much hotter than the surface.
The corona is hundreds to thou-

sands of  times hotter than the Sun's 
visible surface, the photosphere.

Because the Sun produces heat 
at its core, this runs counter to what 
one would initially expect: normally 
the layer closest to a source of  heat, 
the Sun's surface, in this case, would 
have a higher temperature than the 
more distant atmosphere.

"If  you've got a stove and you 
take your hand farther away, you 
don't expect to feel hotter than 
when you were close," said one of  
the study authors Lindsay Glesener 
from University of  Minnesota in 
the US.

The cause of  these counter intu-
itively high temperatures is an out-
standing question in solar physics. 

One possible solution to the 
coronal heating problem is the con-
stant eruption of  tiny solar flares in 
the solar atmosphere, so small that 
they cannot be directly detected. 

In a study published in the jour-
nal Nature Astronomy this week, 
the scientists reported that a NASA 
sounding rocket instrument spotted 
signatures of  the long-sought small 
solar flares.

The second flight of  the FOXSI 
instrument - short for Focusing Op-
tics X-ray Solar Imager - during its 
December 2014 flight on a subor-
bital sounding rocket detected a type 
of  light called hard X-rays - whose 
wavelengths are much shorter than 
the light humans can see - which is 
a signature of  extremely hot solar 
material. 

These kinds of  temperatures are 
generally produced in solar flares, 
powerful bursts of  energy. 

But in this case, there was no ob-
servable solar flare, meaning the hot 
material was most likely produced 
by a series of  solar flares so small 
that they were undetectable from 
Earth: nanoflares. 

"The key to this result is the 
sensitivity in hard X-ray measure-
ments," said Shin-nosuke Ishikawa, 
a solar physicist at the Japan 
Aerospace Exploration Agency, 
or JAXA, and lead author on the 
study. 

"Past hard X-ray instruments 
could not detect quiet active regions, 
and combination of  new technolo-
gies enables us to investigate quiet 
active regions by hard X-rays for the 
first time," Ishikawa added.

FOXSI is a collaboration be-
tween the US and e Japan Aero-
space Exploration Agency. 

Source: IANS

Want to live a long 
life? Reducing 
excess weight 
and staying in 

shape may prolong life ex-
pectancy by two months, re-
searchers suggested.

The study showed that 
people who are overweight 
cut their life expectancy by 
two months for every extra 
kilo of  weight they carry.

Cigarette smoking and 
traits associated with lung 
cancer also had the great-
est impact on shortening 
lifespan. 

In addition, body fat and 
other factors linked to diabe-
tes also have a negative influ-
ence on life expectancy, the 
researchers mentioned.

"Our study has estimated 
the causal effect of  lifestyle 
choices. We found that, on 
average, smoking a pack a 
day reduces lifespan by seven 
years, whilst losing one kilo-
gram of  weight will increase 
your lifespan by two months," 
said Peter Joshi, researcher at 
the University of  Edinburgh 
in Scotland.

The team took the data 
from 25 separate popula-
tion studies and analysed ge-
netic information from more 

than 600,000 people along-
side records of  their parents' 
lifespan. 

People share half  of  the ge-
netic information with each of  
their parents. Therefore, cer-
tain lifestyle factors become 
highly influenced by some 
genes that further impacts life 
expectancy of  people, like, in-
creased alcohol consumption 
and addiction, the researchers 
explained, in the paper pub-
lished in the journal Nature 
Communications.

The study also identified 
two new DNA differences 
that affect lifespan. The first 
in a gene that affects blood 
cholesterol levels and reduc-
es lifespan by around eight 
months. 

The second is a gene 
linked to the immune system 
which adds around half  a 
year to life expectancy.

"The power of  big data 
and genetics allow us to com-
pare the effect of  different 
behaviours and diseases in 
terms of  months and years 
of  life lost or gained, and to 
distinguish between mere as-
sociation and causal effect," 
said Jim Wilson, Professor at 
the varsity.

Source: IANS
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People pose in front of a display showing the word ‘cyber’ in binary code, in this picture 
illustra on taken in Zenica December 27, 2014.         Credit: Reuters

 

Today’s ASTRO-PREDICTION

ARIES (MAR 21 - APR 19): Traffic in your 
neighborhood could be congested beyond any-
thing you’ve seen before. Perhaps an accident 
or road construction is blocking the street. It 

may be nearly impossible to get anywhere by car, even 
the grocery store. If  you must go out, either walk or ride a 
bike or it might take an hour to do what would normally 
take a few minutes. Better yet - stay home!

TAURUS (APR 20 - MAY 20): You’re roman-
tic by nature, but today you’re probably more 
interested in sensuality than roses and cham-
pagne. Even the idea of  inviting seduction 

seems too insipid right now. You’re more inclined to ac-
tion. This is OK your lover is in the same frame of  mind. 
Use your intuition to judge. If  not, you might have to go 
for the champagne and roses after all.

GEMINI (MAY 21 - JUN 21): You’re apt 
to feel rather tense today and blame it on 
boredom and discontent with your current 
life. You could spend much of  the morning 

daydreaming, formulating outrageous plans to escape 
what you see as a rut. While doing this you might dis-
cover an idea that’s not only appealing but also work-
able. Consider it carefully over the next few days. You 
might want to go for it!

CANCER (JUN 22 - JUL 22): Do you feel 
like you’re about to explode? Tension may 
have built up through the week and now there 
may be no outlet for it. If  you aren’t careful, 

you might take it out on those closest to you. Go for a 
workout or clean the house. Engage in any kind of  physi-
cal activity and get the endorphins going so you can feel 
good again. Life’s too short to waste on being stressed 
and upset.

LEO (JUL 23 - AUG 22): Was there a task 
you wanted to have completed by now that was 
delayed for reasons beyond your control? Don’t 
obsess over it. It isn’t your fault, and there’s 

nothing you can do about it. Find something else to do so 
that thoughts of  this chore don’t creep in. Better yet, go 
out with a friend. If  the Universe had meant for that task 
to be completed, it would have been!

VIRGO (AUG 23 - SEP 22): Over the past 
few years you’ve been aware that both you and 
your chosen life path are changing. This hasn’t 
always been easy for you, because it sometimes 

means saying goodbye to parts of  yourself  that you’re 
rather fond of. Today the tension of  the past week may 
get to you. Defuse the tension. Go for a workout, shop, or 
clean the house. Keep the emotions in check.

LIBRA (SEP 23 - OCT 22): Are you planning 
to hear a sermon, lecture, or speech of  some 
kind today? Don’t be surprised if  what the 
speaker says turns out to be more hot air than 

useful information. He or she is probably more interested 
in venting feelings than presenting the facts. Opinions can 
be valuable, too, so listen. Take it all with a grain of  salt 
until you’ve checked out the facts.

SCORPIO (OCT 23 - NOV 21): Dark dreams 
may haunt your sleep and cause you to awaken 
in the night. The dreams probably represent 
nothing more than your unconscious mind 

releasing the darkest of  your worries, fears, and frustra-
tions that you’ve been going through over the past week. 
A closer study of  what the symbols mean to you could be 
enlightening. Write them down!

SAGITTARIUS (NOV 22 - DEC 21): Your 
partner may be worried because a family 
member is ill. This could cause your friend 
to be distracted. If  this is a love partner, offer 

sympathy, but don’t expect any gratitude now. If  this is 
a business partner, you may have to take on a heavier 
workload over the next week. The family member will 
recover, but your partner won’t be much good to any-
one until then.

CAPRICORN (DEC 22 - JAN 19): Have 
you resolved to give your house a thor-
ough cleaning? You may have gone to the 
store and bought every conceivable type of  

cleaner. You’re determined not to quit until the house is 
spotless. Use natural cleaners if  possible. Chemical sub-
stances could seem especially harsh today. Second, don’t 
try to do it all now. Take care of  the worst and then leave 
the rest for tomorrow.

AQUARIUS (JAN 20 - FEB 18): If  you’re 
in the mood for love, remember to be sen-
sitive to your partner’s needs and give lots 
of  love in return. Don’t forget that the old 

standbys of  champagne and chocolate still work! 
Or a warm bubble bath - that’s sure to relieve any 
tension.

PISCES (FEB 19 - MAR 20): A woman, per-
haps your mother, could visit you today. She 
may not be in a great mood, so perhaps you’d 
better take her out in public where she’ll have 

to maintain some self-control. If  not, you could set 
yourself  up for a scolding over something that seems 
inconsequential. Defuse the situation by encouraging 
her to talk about what’s really bothering her. It’s prob-
ably not you.

Amber Sinha |thewire.in

Rhona Smith |thewire.in

The T.K. Viswanathan com-
mittee’s recommendations 
could prove to be danger-
ous for free speech if  acted 

upon without resolving its flaws. 
It was reported last week that an 
expert committee headed by T.K. 
Viswanathan, former secretary gen-
eral of  Lok Sabha, recommended 
that the Indian Penal Code (IPC), 
the Code of  Criminal Procedure 
and the Information Technology 
Act be amended to include stringent 
penal provisions regarding online 
hate speech. While this report has 
not been made public, the Indian 
Express reported that the commit-
tee’s recommendations include, 
among other things, insertion and 
expansion of  penal provisions in the 
IPC on ‘incitement to hatred’ (Sec-
tion 153C) and ‘causing fear, alarm 
or provocation of  violence’ (Section 
505A) to include online speech, and 
creation of  the offices of  state cyber 
crime coordinator and district cyber 
crime cell.

Online hate speech has been 
among the more complex issues 
with regard to the regulation of  
technology. The complexity of  re-
stricting hate speech has to do with 
a number of  factors, including the 
ubiquity of  strong opinions in on-
line speech, often offensive to cer-
tain groups, the interplay between 
individual and group rights, and the 
tensions between the values of  dig-
nity, liberty and equality. Siddharth 
Narrain has pointed out in his the-
sis on hate speech law that the use 

of  law to curb offensive or hurtful 
speech has been done by religious 
groups, caste based groups, occupa-
tion based groups with strong caste 
associations, language groups and 
gender based groups. The range of  
actions arising from such uses of  the 
law include the banning of  books, 
criminal proceedings for political 
satire, or even ‘liking’ political posts 
on social media.

The relationship between speech 
acts and acts of  violence is a com-
plicated issue with little consensus 
on appropriate ways to regulate it. 
Scholars such as Jonathan Maynard 
have advocated greater reliance on 
non-legal responses such as counter 
speech, as the use of  criminal law to 
tackle speech often has the effect of  
chilling forms of  dissent. The for-
mulation and application of  legal 
tests in criminal law with respect 
to hate speech is also hard as hate 
speech has much to do with the con-
tent of  speech as it has to do with 
the context, including factors such 
as power structures. Speech by a fig-
ure in a position of  power also has a 
greater likelihood to result in a call 
for violence. 

Before looking at the specific 
recommendations made by the T.K. 
Viswanathan committee, it would 
be worthwhile to also look at the 
background of  this committee. The 
committee notes with approval the 
Law Commission of  India’s 267th 
report on the issue of  hate speech. 
The Law Commission, in turn, was 
acting at the behest of  observa-
tions made by the Supreme Court 
in Pravasi Bhalai Sangathan v. Un-
ion of  India in 2014. In this case, 

the Supreme Court exhibited judi-
cial restraint and refused to frame 
guidelines prohibiting political hate 
speech, and had instead requested 
the Law Commission to look into it. 
However, the court noted with ap-
proval international case law on the 
issues, particularly the observations 
in the Canadian case Saskatchewan 
v. Whatcott. Relying on Whatcott, 
the Supreme Court provides a defi-
nition of  hate speech that includes 
the following statements:

“Hate speech is an effort to mar-
ginalise individuals based on their 
membership in a group. Using ex-
pression that exposes the group to 
hatred, hate speech seeks to delegiti-
mise group members in the eyes of  
the majority, reducing their social 
standing and acceptance within so-
ciety. Hate speech, therefore, rises 
beyond causing distress to individ-
ual group members..[and] lays the 
groundwork for later, broad attacks 
on vulnerable that can range from 
discrimination, to ostracism, segre-
gation, deportation, violence and, in 
the most extreme cases, to genocide. 
Hate speech also impacts a pro-
tected group’s ability to respond to 
the substantive ideas under debate, 
thereby placing a serious barrier to 
their full participation in our democ-
racy.”

Thus, it is evident that the Su-
preme Court itself  clearly states that 
hate speech must be viewed through 
the lens of  the right to equality, and 
relates to speech not merely offen-
sive or hurtful to specific individu-
als, but also inciting discrimination 
or violence on the basis of  inclusion 
of  individuals within certain groups. 

It is important to note that it is the 
consequence of  speech that is the 
determinative factor in interpreting 
hate speech, more so than even per-
haps the content of  the speech. This 
is also broadly reflected in the Law 
Commission’s report that identi-
fies the status of  the author of  the 
speech, the status of  victims of  the 
speech, the potential impact of  the 
speech and whether it amounts to 
incitement as key identifying criteria 
of  hate speech. However, in the com-
mission’s recommendations, these 
principles are not fairly represented 
in the suggested new Sections 153C 
and 505A, as per a draft released by 
the Internet Freedom Foundation. 
Section 505A, for instance, refers to 
“highly disparaging, indecent, abu-
sive, inflammatory, false or grossly 
offensive information” and “de-
rogatory information.” These are 
extremely broad terms, not having 
any guiding jurisprudence within 
Indian or international law, which 
may be helpful in restrictively inter-
preting them. It is important to note 
the similarities between this provi-
sion and the repealed Section 66A 
of  the Information Technology Act, 
which sought to criminalise speech 
that was “grossly offensive,” having 
“menacing character,” or “causing 
annoyance..danger..insult..enmity, 
hatred or ill will.”

These terms in the recommend-
ed Section 505A also run foul of  the 
observations of  Justice Nariman in 
Shreya Singhal v. Union of  India, 
where he took exception to the na-
ture of  the terms in Section 66A by 
stating that, “Information that may 
be grossly offensive or which causes 

annoyance or inconvenience are un-
defined terms which take into the 
net a very large amount of  protected 
and innocent speech.” While these 
terms are somewhat tempered in 
this provision with a requirement to 
show intent to “cause fear of  injury 
or alarm,” they remain exceedingly 
broad and contrary to the require-
ment that restrictions on speech 
must be couched in the narrowest 
possible terms.

The T.K. Viswanathan com-
mittee, in addition, seeks to bring, 
within the scope of  the prospective 
Sections 153C and 505A, electronic 
speech. As per its recommendations, 
‘means of  communication’ would 
include “any words either spoken 
or written, signs, visible representa-
tions, information, audio, video or 

combination of  both transmitted, 
retransmitted or sent through any 
telecommunication service, com-
munication device or computer re-
source.” This could have the impact 
of  bringing in a provision that has 
some similar effects as that of  the 
now defunct Section 66A of  the In-
formation Technology Act. The lack 
of  regard for the Supreme Court’s 
observations on hate speech, the 
need to look at it through the lens of  
equality and the over-broadness of  
restrictions on speech are likely to 
be dangerous for free speech if  the 
recommendations of  this committee 
are acted upon.

(Amber Sinha is a lawyer and re-
searcher, who works at the Centre for 

Internet and Society.)

Imagine a “democratic” election with 
only one main party? Most countries 
purporting to be democracies have two 
or three large parties which contest 

elections. Power may rotate between them 
or be held by coalitions. There is a choice 
for voters, despite potential debate over the 
attractiveness of  that choice.

But 24 years after Cambodia’s first mod-
ern era elections, the country is on the brink 
of  becoming a one-party state. The UN 
Transitional Authority in Cambodia (UN-
TAC) administered elections in May 1993 
when 20 parties vied for seats in parliament. 
The election was conducted in accordance 
with a new constitution and Cambodia was 
on its way to becoming a multiparty liberal 
democracy.

Following the horrific genocide of  the 
Khmer Rouge regime and years of  civil war, 
the new Cambodia was founded on princi-
ples agreed in the Paris Peace Agreements 
on a Comprehensive Political Settlement of  
the Cambodian Conflict. Article 1 of  the 
constitution proclaims:

Cambodia is a kingdom in which the 
king shall rule according to the constitution 
and the principles of  liberal multiparty de-
mocracy.
A brief election history
National elections have been held every five 
years since 1993 – in 1998, 2003, 2008 and 
2013 – by which members of  the National 
Assembly are directly elected. The Cam-
bodian People’s Party (CPP) dominates, 
though ruled in a coalition from 1993-97 
with the United Front for an Independent, 
Neutral, Peaceful and Cooperative Cam-
bodia (FUNCINPEC), which ended in the 
1997 “coup”, and again in 2003 in a tempo-
rary coalition with FUNCINPEC. The date 
for the next National Assembly election has 
been set as July 29, 2018.

But the CPP, led by Prime Minister Hun 
Sen, has repeatedly made clear they are not 
intending to cede power. The prime min-
ister himself  warned in May 2017 that the 
CPP must win to ensure peace and stability 
and avoid the country returning to civil war.

The threat of  a return to civil war is 
frequently invoked as are threats against 
anyone contesting the local or national elec-
tions. It is clear that the mass protests which 
followed the 2013 elections will not be tol-
erated. Samdech Tea Banh, deputy prime 
minister and defence minister, warned in 
May that he would smash the teeth of  any-
one protesting after the commune/sangkat 
elections earlier this year.

Social affairs minister, Vong Sauth, was 
reported in the Phnom Penh Post newspa-
per as commenting in a speech on July 31 
that the government would hit people with 
bamboo rods if  they protested after the na-
tional election – a horrific technique em-
ployed during the Khmer Rouge era.

Such threats and intimidation led many 
commentators and observers to question 
whether free and fair elections are possible. 
The 32-year rule of  Hun Sen has been a pe-
riod of  relative peace and stability, but in 
a multiparty democracy, opposition parties 
can and should challenge the government 
and the electorate should be offered a free 
vote on a choice of  candidates standing for 
election.
Rule by law, not rule of law
As Cambodia moves towards rule by law, 
rather than governance in accordance with 
the rule of  law, legislation was amended in 
March to preclude a political party being 
led by anyone with a criminal conviction 
and to enable the government to unilater-
ally suspend the activities of, or formally 
initiate legal proceedings to dissolve, any 
political party engaging in activities which 
may destroy national unity, subvert the lib-
eral multiparty democracy, or incite action 
leading to national disunity.

The amendments also prohibit politi-
cal parties from accepting contributions of  
any kind from state or foreign institutions, 
NGOs and similar enterprises. A subse-
quent amendment in July 2017 prohibits a 
party from using voice messages, images, 
written documents or activities of  a person 
convicted of  a felony or misdemeanour or 
from “tacitly agreeing” with such a person 
to undertake such activities. The fate of  the 
opposition legislative parties rests primarily 
with the executive – an extraordinary state 
of  affairs for a proclaimed democracy and 
a clear threat to separation of  powers albeit 

a court is the final arbiter of  dissolution of  
any political party.

And the impact of  these amendments is 
being felt. Opposition Cambodia National 
Rescue Party (CNRP) billboards were hast-
ily painted over in July to obliterate the 
depiction of  Sam Rainsy, former CNRP 
President, who left office when the March 
amendments were being passed. With cur-
rent convictions, including for defamation, 
he can neither lead the party nor have his 
image, writing or activities referenced. 
Three opposition party leaders are also in 
prison, charged with diverse offences under 
the criminal code. If/when/as convicted, 
they can no longer lead or even be publicly 
affiliated with their current party.

They are the founder and then presi-
dent of  the Khmer Power Party, Sourn 
Serey Ratha, convicted and sentenced to 
five years’ imprisonment; Khmer National 
United Party president, Nhek Bun Chhay; 
and president of  the CNRP, Kem Sokha 
facing charges of  conspiracy with a foreign 
power.

Then, on October 6, the Cambodian 
Ministry of  Interior, using its new powers, 
initiated formal legal proceedings to dis-
solve the CNRP. The Supreme Court issued 
a writ on October 9 informing the CNRP it 
has 20 days to prepare its defence.

Dissolution is a likely outcome and so 
the party with the only non CPP seats in 
the National Assembly will cease to exist 
in Cambodia. CNRP seats will be redistrib-
uted in accordance with new laws being fast 
tracked through parliament. Irrespective of  
the reallocation, any new distribution of  
seats will not reflect the views of  voters in 
2013.
A crisis of confidence
Confidence in the political and electoral 
system is tumbling. Almost 90% of  regis-
tered voters participated in the June 4 com-
mune elections and voter registration is cur-
rently open for newly enfranchised young 
people. Yet, many have not yet registered. 
Registration closes in a month.

Without the CNRP, it is hard to argue 
that Cambodia is a multi-party plural lib-
eral democracy. The only opposition party 
in the National Assembly is on the brink 
of  dissolution. The leaders of  the only two 
opposition parties to win commune posts 

in June are currently detained on serious 
criminal charges. Almost half  the CNRP 
members of  parliament have left the coun-
try, fearing arrest.

It is true that Cambodian democracy 
has long followed a single party model inso-
far as there has been CPP dominance. Dis-
sent and criticism are rarely countenanced. 
Since 2015, even NGOs and trade unions 
have been required by law to be politically 
neutral. The CNRP regularly boycotts the 
legislature, especially when controversial 
laws are being fast tracked or votes are re-
quired on lifting parliamentary immunity 
of  its members. Criminal charges of  incite-
ment, defamation, and insurrection remain 
common against political activists. Bribery 
and forgery have been invoked frequently in 
the last years.

But now Cambodia is also fast running 
out of  political opposition. The vestige of  
plurality has been abandoned. In the UN 
Human Rights Council in September 2017, 
when technical assistance and cooperation 
with Cambodia was being debated, many 
states raised questions as to the likelihood 
of  a free and credible election in 2018. That 
is an ever more distant possibility.

New Recommendations to Regulate Online Hate 
Speech Could Pose More Problems Than Solutions

As Cambodia Heads to Being a One-Party State, a Democratic Crisis is Brewing

Supporters of the Cambodia Na onal Rescue Party (CNRP) gather during a local elec on campaign in Phnom 
Penh, Cambodia May 20, 2017.                                        Credit: Reuters/Samrang Pring/Files

Dark days lie ahead 
as democracy is 
dismantled.

A democrat? Cambodian Prime Minister Hun Sen casts his 
ballot during local council elec ons, June 2017.  
 Credit: Reuters/Samrang Pring
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NEWS IN BRIEF
Cyclist dies after being hit by bus
Noida, Oct. 14 (PTI): A cyclist, who was hit by a 
speeding bus two days ago here, today died of his injuries, 
police said. Ashok Kumar was hit by the mini bus near 
Sector 135 here, they said, adding that he was admitted to 
a hospital where he died today. A case has been registered 
against an unknown driver, police said.

Class 12 student attacks maths 
teacher with sickle
Jhajjar (Har), Oct. 14 (PTI): Upset over being 
reprimanded by his teacher for scoring low marks in 
maths, a class XII student of  a private school here 
allegedly attacked him with a sickle on campus, an 
official said today. The 17-year-old student allegedly 
hit the teacher, Ravinder, multiple times with the sickle 
when he was checking papers in a classroom on October 
12, Additional SP (Bahadurgarh), Himanshu Garg said.
The gory episode was captured on the CCTV camera 
installed in the classroom, Garg said, adding that the 
teacher suffered multiple head injuries. The student 
had to be restrained by another teacher. The victim was 
rushed to a nearby hospital, where his condition is stated 
to be critical, the police official said.

20-yr-old woman’s body found 
dumped near Yamuna Expressway
Greater Noida, Oct. 14 (PTI): The body of a 20-year-old 
woman was found dumped near the campus of a private 
university in Dankaur area here, the police said. The 
victim has been identified as a resident of Ghaziabad, 
they said. The police said that the woman’s father in his 
complaint has claimed that his daughter was abducted last 
night by five people from her house. It is suspected that she 
was pushed out from a moving car by her alleged captors, 
Deputy Superintendent of Police (DSP) Piyush Kumar 
Singh said. Her body was recovered from a place near a 
private university on the Yamuna Expressway, he said. 

Man arrested for killing 4-yr-old 
on advice of ‘tantrik’
Mathura, Oct. 14 (PTI): A man has been arrested for 
allegedly killing his four-year-old nephew on the advice of  
an occultist, the police said today. Devendra alias Kanjar 
was arrested yesterday from Sujavali village in the district, 
they said. “He has confessed to have killed his nephew 
Amit on the advice of a ‘tantrik’,” Superintendent of  
Police (SP) Aditya Kumar Shukla said. The accused also 
said that he had visited the tantrik as he wanted to have a 
boy child, the officer claimed, adding that Devendra hid 
the victim’s body in a pit after killing him with a brick. 
The boy’s father, Tejpal, in his complaint had said that 
his son went missing on October 6 evening when he was 
playing in front of his home, the SP said. 

BJP protests killing of RSS, party 
activists in Kerala
Chandigarh, Oct. 14 (PTI): The BJP here held a protest 
march today against the alleged killing of  RSS and 
party activists in Kerala. BJP workers led by the party’s 
Chandigarh president Sanjay Tandon and Haryana 
chief  Subhash Barala participated in the Janraksha 
Yatra which started from Sewa Dham. However, they 
were stopped at a barricade by the Chandigarh police’s 
personnel near the CPM office in Sector 30 where the 
march was supposed to conclude. Police used water 
cannon to disperse the protestors, who tried to cross the 
barricade, a official said. “We were holding a peaceful 
protest march against the brutal killing of BJP and RSS 
workers in Kerala. However, the police stopped our 
protest march near the CPM office,” Tandon said.

Two terrorists killed in encounter 
in Kashmir’s Pulwama
Srinagar, Oct. 14 (PTI): Two Lashkar-e-Taiba (LeT) 
militants, including top commander Waseem Shah, 
were today killed in an encounter with security forces in 
Pulwama district of Jammu and Kashmir. Security forces 
launched an operation in Litter area of Pulwama this 
morning following information about the presence of the 
militants in the area, a police official said. The militants 
opened fire on security forces which was retaliated by 
the law enforcement personnel, he said. The other slain 
militant has been identified as Nisar Ahmed Mir.

Two killed in clash over temple 
land encroachment in UP
Deoria (UP), Oct. 14 (PTI): Two people were killed 
and five injured after a clash over alleged encroachment 
of land belonging to a temple in Saraura village in the 
district, the police said today. The incident occurred 
after villagers objected to a wall being built by a petrol 
pump owner adjacent to the temple, alleging he was 
encroaching on its land. The heated argument between 
the villagers and the petrol pump staff  turned violent 
when an unidentified man opened fire, killing Indrajit 
Kushwaha (22) and Ram Prakash (30) on the spot. Five 
people suffered injuries in the clash. Twelve people were 
taken into custody for questioning and the bodies have 
been sent for post-mortem, they said.

Rs 10,000 cr will be given to top 20 
univ. to make them world-class — Modi 

‘No power can stop resolution of Kashmir issue’

CPI(M) begins discussion on electoral tie-up with secular parties 

Waiting for CBI’s response, 
missing JNU scholar’s 
family spend night on road

BJP not anti-women, 
says Sushma, criticises 
Rahul for RSS remarks

Top LeT militant, aide killed in Pulwama, protesting civilian killed

Patna, Oct. 14 (IANS): Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi on Satur-
day said it was a “blot” that Indian 
universities do not figure among 
the top 500 of the world and added 
that the government has decided to 
give autonomy and Rs 10,000 crore 
to top 10 public and 10 private uni-
versities over the next five years to 
make them world-class.

Addressing the centenary cel-
ebrations of Patna University here 
in presence of Bihar Chief Minister 
Nitish Kumar, Modi said Indian 
universities such as Nalanda and 
Takshashila attracted students 
from all over the world. 

“We are not among the top 
500. We should remove this blot 
or not. The situation should change 
through our determination and 
hard work,” Modi said. 

He said the government has 
come out with a scheme to make 
10 private and 10 public universi-
ties world-class by providing them 
autonomy from the constraints of  
government rules and freedom to 
grow. 

“They will be given Rs 10,000 
crore in the next five years,” Modi 
said. 

He said the selection will not 
be on any recommendation. “The 

universities will be a selected on 
the basis of a challenge in which 
they will be required to prove their 
mettle. The selection will be based 
on factors such as history, perform-
ance and its roadmap reach global 
benchmarks. A third party profes-
sional agency will be involved in 
the selection process,” Modi said.

Referring to demands for mak-
ing Patna University a central uni-
versity, Modi said it should strive 
to be among the globally-ranked 

varsity based on the competition 
and “this was many times ahead of  
being a central university”.

“Patna University should not 
stay behind (in the challenge),” 
he said. 

Modi said reforms in the 
country’s education sector have 
progressed at a slow speed and 
there have been differences among 
educationists which had hampered 
innovation with the governments 
too not measuring up to the task. 

The Prime Minister said that 
for two years he heard arguments 
for and against granting more 
autonomy to Indian Institutes of  
Management (IIMs) and then a big 
decision was taken. 

“It is for the first time that the 
IIMs are out of government con-
trol and have been professionally 
opened up. This is a big opportu-
nity for them and they would make 
the best use,” he said. 

Modi said that Patna Universi-
ty was known to produce IAS and 
IPS officers and in the same man-
ner IIMs are known to produce 
Chief Executive Officers (CEOs) 
of global companies. 

He also urged universities to 
move from conventional teaching 
to innovative learning and involve 
alumni associations more actively.

Modi said both students and 
universities face challenge due to 
technological intervention and 
there was need to “un-learn, de-
learn and re-learn”. 

He said 65 per cent of the pop-
ulation of the country was below 
35 years in age and the dreams of  
development can be fulfilled. 

“We need to understand the 
changing trends across the world 
and the increased spirit of  com-

petitiveness. In that context India 
has to make its place in the world,” 
Modi said. 

He appreciated the efforts of  
Nitish Kumar towards develop-
ment of  the state and said the 
progress of  eastern India is the 
Centre’s topmost priority.

“The commitment of  Nitish 
Kumar towards the progress of  
Bihar is commendable. The Centre 
attaches topmost importance to the 
development of  eastern India,” 
Modi said.

He said when the country 
celebrates the 75th anniversary 
of Independence day in 2022, he 
wants to see Bihar standing among 
the list of prosperous states. 

Modi also said that many top 
level officials of civil services are 
students of Patna University. 

“In every state, the top level 
of  the civil services has people 
who have studied in Patna Uni-
versity. In Delhi, I interact with 
so many officials, many of  whom 
belong to Bihar... I consider it 
my honour to visit Patna Univer-
sity and be among the students. 
I bow to this land of  Bihar. This 
university has nurtured students 
who have contributed greatly to 
the nation.”

Bardoli (Guj), Oct. 14 (PTI): Union 
Home Minister Rajnath Singh today 
said no power in the world can stop the 
government from resolving the Kash-
mir issue and hit out at Pakistan for its 
“impious” activities against India.

Singh said the NDA government 
has given a free hand to the Army to 
act against terrorists and give a befit-
ting reply to any firing from across the 
border in Kashmir.

“I would like to say that nobody 
needs to be worried about Kashmir. 
No power in the world can stop us from 
resolving the issue,” he said.

Addressing a gathering here in Su-
rat district as part of the BJP’s ‘Gujarat 
Gaurav Yatra’, Singh attacked Pakistan 
saying it sends terrorists into India and 
wants to break the country.

“Pakistan is our neighbouring state. 
Its name is ‘Pak’-istan, but it regularly 
indulges in ‘napaak’ (impious) activi-
ties, tries to break India and sends ter-
rorists into India,” he said.

“Our Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi tried his best (for peaceful reso-
lution of bilateral issues) considering 
that Pakistan is our neighbouring state. 
He even went to Pakistan breaking all 
protocol, but Pakistan is not refraining 
from its activities. This can’t continue 

for long,” he said.
The home minister said he has 

asked the Army to reply with bullets to 
Pakistani firings on the Kashmir border 
instead of showing the “white flag” (of  
peace). “We have given a free hand to 
the Army. I have said you are free to act 
against terrorists,” Singh said, adding 
this has resulted in a “record” number 
of militants being killed in Jammu and 
Kashmir in 2016-17.

“We do not need to tell you the 
numbers. Someines it is one (militant) 
in a day or two or four or six. The 
jawans of  our Army keep greeting 
them with ‘Jai Sri Ram.’ It has never 
happened before that militants have 
been killed in such a large number,” the 
Minister said.

Singh recalled how a few months 
after the Modi government came to 
power in May 2014, he had given stand-
ing orders to the BSF DG to stop the 
practice of  showing “white flags” to 
Pakistan in response to their firings at 
the Indo-Pak border.

Singh said he came to know about 
the practice after he talked to the BSF 
chief following news that five Indian 
citizens had been killed in firing by 
Pakistani personnel.

He (The BSF DG) “told me it is an 

old practice to show white flag in re-
sponse to Pakistani firing... this is to tell 
them that we want peace. I asked the 
DG as to what was Pakistan response 
to our flags being shown 16 times.

“He said Pakistan did not show any 
white flag. On telephone I told him not 
to show white flag for the 17th time.

And it is my standing order that 
while first bullet shall not be fired by 
India, if we receive even a single bullet, 
we will retaliate,” he said.

Singh said had Sardar Vallabhbhai 
Patel, the country’s first deputy prime 
minister who launched a satyagrah (in 
support of farmers) during the British 
rule from Bardoli in 1928, been allowed 
by Prime Minister Jawaharlal Nehru to 
act freely, India would not have been 
facing the Kashmir issue.

“Sardar Patel got Junagad and Hy-
derabad to become part of the country. 
Had Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru not 
stopped him from also deciding the fate 
of Kashmir, then, I think, the Kashmir 
issue would not have been before us 
today,” he said. The BJP has launched 
the `gaurav yatra’ to galvanise support 
ahead of  the assembly elections in 
Gujarat. A number of BJP leaders and 
Union ministers have taken part in the 
campaign and addressed rallies.

Ahmedabad,  Oct.  14 
(IANS): External Affairs 
Minister Sushma Swaraj on 
Saturday slammed the op-
position for terming the BJP 
an “anti-women party” and 
also criticized Congress Vice 
President Rahul Gandhi for 
his comment that women 
played second fiddle in the 
RSS.

At a ‘Mahila Town Hall’ 
here, Sushma Swaraj said 
there are six women Cabinet 
Ministers in Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi’s govern-
ment, while citing as many 
as 142 welfare schemes for 
them initiated by the Gujarat 
government.

On Rahul Gandhi’s re-
marks where he said that the 
RSS discriminates against 
women and they can not be 
found at the forefront of the 
RSS shakhas wearing shorts 
like the men, she said the 
comments did not befit a 
leader slated to take over as 
president of a leading politi-
cal party.

“If  he had asked why 
are women not allowed in 
the RSS, then I would have 
given him a logical answer, 
but his question is vulgar and 
it does not deserve answer,” 
Sushma Swaraj asserted.

On October 10, Gandhi, 
while addressing a gathering 
in Vadodara had said: “How 
many women are there in 
the RSS?... Have you ever 
seen any woman in ‘sha-
khas’ wearing shorts? I have 
never seen.”

Elaborating on the 
number of  women in the 
central government, Sushma 
Swaraj pointed out that Mo-
di’s cabinet has six women 
ministers, including two in 
the powerful Cabinet Com-
mittee on Security (CCS).

She added that earli-
er “No woman was ever 
a member of  the CCS”, 
while now two of the four 
members of the committee 
were women. Apart from 
Sushma Swaraj, Nirmala 
Sitharaman, Uma Bharti, 
Maneka Sanjay Gandhi, 
Harsimrat Kaur Badal and 
Smriti Irani are Ministers of  
Cabinet rank.

“Rivals call the Bharati-
ya Janata Party an anti-
women party but it gave 
four women Chief Ministers 
and four women Governors 
as well,” the External Affairs 
Minister said.

She said the BJP is far 
ahead in political empow-
erment of  women. “The 
party is making every effort 
to resolve issues related to 
women’s safety, empower-
ment and self-reliance,” she 
said.

About women schemes 
run by the state government, 
she said, “There are 142 
women-specific schemes in 
Gujarat. They are all for the 
welfare and empowerment 
of women. I would appeal 
to you to understand these 
schemes and take advantage 
of government efforts.” The 
state had allocated Rs 3,600 
crore for women welfare 
schemes, she added.

About her role as Ex-
ternal Affairs Minister, Su-
shma Swaraj said she had 
helped rescue 88,302 In-
dians stranded in troubled 
regions outside of India and 
the personal relations Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi 
had been able to forge with 
several world leaders during 
his foreign visits had helped 
make it easy to rescue Indi-
ans from some of the worst 
troubled regions, as Yemen. 

Srinagar, Oct. 14 (IANS): Two 
Lashkar-e-Taiba militants, includ-
ing a top “commander” Wasim 
Shah who is believed to be behind 
recruiting local youth to join the 
terror outfit, were killed in a gun-
fight with security forces in Jammu 
and Kashmir’s Pulwama district 
on Saturday, triggering protests by 
locals who clashed with police, in 
which one civilian was killed.

In a separate incident, mili-
tants attacked a police vehicle in 
Damhal Hanjipora area Saturday 
evening, killing a constable.

LeT district commander 
Wasim Shah alias Usman, hailing 
from Shopian, was killed along 
with Naseer Mir in Litter village, 
where the gun battle took place.

Police said Wasim Shah was 
a close associate of  Hizbul com-
mander, Burhan Wani who was 
killed on July 8 last year in Koker-
nag area of Anantnag district, trig-
gering months-long violent protests 
in the valley in which many people 
were killed.

As news about the killings 
spread in the area, announcements 
were made through mosque public 
address systems asking people to 
come out and stage protests.

Protesters from the village and 
adjacent areas gathered in large 

numbers, pelting stones at secu-
rity forces and shouting pro-Islam 
slogans. Several protesters were 
injured, while one civilian protester 
died of bullet injury. The protester, 
identified as Gulzar Ahmad Mir, 
sustained a gunshot injury and was 
shifted to a nearby hospital. How-
ever, the doctors there referred him 
to Srinagar for treatment.

“He was rushed to SMHS 
hospital in Srinagar, where he suc-

cumbed to critical injuries,” the 
police sources said.

Over a dozen other protesters 
were injured in the clashes. One 
more person with a firearm injury 
was referred to Srinagar while re-
ports from the area said at least 
three have sustained pellet wounds.

Earlier, a gun battle between 
the militants and the security forces 
broke out after the latter received 
specific intelligence inputs on the 

LeT militant’s presence in Litter 
village. As the security personnel 
closed in on their hideout, the 
militants opened fire triggering the 
gunfight. An AK-47 and an AK-56 
rifle and six magazines were recov-
ered from the site.

Inspector General of  Police 
Muneer Khan, addressing a press 
conference, said Wasim Shah was 
“very notorious and his elimina-
tion was a big success as he used to 

recruit cadre for the LeT”.
“Terrorists have misused social 

media to lure youth in south Kash-
mir, no doubt about it,” he said.

Khan said the operation was 
launched by the state police, army 
and CRPF following specific infor-
mation received about the presence 
of the two LeT militants. The two 
were first asked to surrender but 
when they started firing, the troops 
retaliated and gunned them down, 
he said.

The killing of Wasim Shah fol-
lows a string of such operations by 
security forces in which they have 
killed top rung leaders of militant 
groups like LeT, Jaish-e-Moham-
med, and Hizbul Mujahedin.

Authorities suspended Internet 
services in Pulwama district in the 
wake of protests that followed the 
killing of the militants.

Multiple funeral prayers for the 
slain militants were held in Pul-
wama district with scores of people 
attending the funeral prayers.

In neighbouring Kulgam dis-
trict, militants attacked a police 
vehicle in Damhal Hanjipora area 
on Saturday evening.

A police constable identified as 
driver Khurshid Ahmad was killed 
in the attack while another police-
man was injured. 

AP/PTI

People offer prayers at the funeral of Lashkar-e-Taiba (LeT) top commander Waseem Shah who was killed along with his associate 
during an encouter in Pulwama, at Heff Shirmal in Shopian district of South Kashmir on Saturday. 
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Prime Minister Narendra Modi addressing at the Centenary Celebra ons of Patna 
University, in Patna, Bihar on Saturday.

New Delhi, Oct. 14 (PTI): 
A high-level meeting of the 
CPI (M) here today saw 
divergent views being ex-
pressed on whether the party 
should have any electoral 
understanding with secular 
forces including the Con-
gress to take on the BJP in 
the 2019 Lok Sabha polls.

The contentious issue 
of an electoral understand-
ing with other secular par-
ties was the focal point of  
discussion in the three-day 
meeting of the CPI(M) cen-
tral committee which began 
here today.

A top CPI(M) leader 
told PTI that the overwhelm-
ing view in the meeting was 
that all non-Left secular par-
ties should be united to de-

feat the BJP.
“All non-Left secular 

forces have to be united to 
fight the BJP without en-
tering into any alliance or 
electoral front with them,” 
the leader said.

According to party 
sources, many leaders, es-
pecially those from the West 
Bengal unit, were of the view 
that the party should have an 
electoral understanding with 
secular forces, including the 
Congress, as it had done in 
the recent presidential and 
vice-presidential polls.

However, some lead-
ers opposed the views and 
said they believed that the 
party should focus its attack 
against the BJP, along with 
non-Congress secular par-

ties. The meet started with 
the placing of  a report of  
the party politburo on the 
draft political resolution, 
the sources said. Yechury, 
however, presented a sepa-
rate note on the matter, the 
sources said. The draft po-
litical resolution will later 
be circulated among party 
cadres for their suggestions, 
before being placed in the 
next Party Congress of the 
CPI(M), slated for next year, 
for adoption.

About seven members 
of  the central committee 
spoke on the issue on the 
first day of the meeting.

According to the sourc-
es, a leader from Kerala sug-
gested that while framing the 
draft political resolution, the 

political situation in West 
Bengal should be taken into 
account.

Though the political line 
worked out by the CPI(M) 
in 2015 had precluded hav-
ing any understanding or 
electoral alliance with the 
Congress in the fight against 
the BJP, the party had al-
lowed state units to review 
specific political situation 
before deciding their own 
tactical line in consonance 
with the overall understand-
ing.  As a result, the West 
Bengal state unit had entered 
into a tactical alliance with 
the Congress for the 2016 
Assembly election. The Left 
was relegated to the third 
position in the state in the 
Assembly polls.

New Delhi, Oct. 14 (IANS): 
Relatives and friends of  
missing Jawaharlal Nehru 
University (JNU) scholar 
Najeeb Ahmed spent entire 
Friday night outside the 
CBI headquarters here in the 
hope of  getting an answer 
from the agency regarding 
his whereabouts.

Ahmed’s mother, his 
sister and his brother and 
scores of  students slept on 
straw mats spread on the 
road outside the agency’s of-
fice and demanded to talk to 
the CBI chief Alok Kumar 
Verma. National Students 
Union of India leader Sunny 
Dhiman told IANS that 
Verma did come to meet the 
protesters but said nothing 
of substance to provide any 
hope.

“He consoled Najeeb’s 
mother but was still as clue-
less as ever about his where-
abouts... We hope to get 
something from it (CBI) 
when the hearing is due in 

the case where they are sup-
posed to submit its report.. 
They have been lambasted 
even previously twice by the 
court for their slow action,” 
Dhiman, who was at the 
forefront of the protest, told 
IANS over phone.

As of now, the protesters 
are still picketing the CBI 
HQ and Ahmed’s mother 
Fatima Nafees has called 
for a public meeting to sup-
port her at 5 p.m. on the spot 
where Janata Dal-United 
leader Sharad Yadav, Com-
munist Party of India-Marx-
ist leader Brinda Karat and 
poet Munawwar Rana are 
expected to attend. 

The night vigil was the 
extension of  a demonstra-
tion staged there during the 
day on Friday by hundreds 
of protesters, some of whom 
even got into a brief  scuf-
fle with police while trying 
to get past barricades put 
in place to stop them from 
gathering.
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France’s Audrey Azoulay wins 
vote to be next UNESCO chief

Freed Canadian hostage says Taliban 
murdered infant daughter, raped wife 

Ex-UN chief Annan — Get Myanmar 
refugees home, not to camps

Four die as French army-chartered plane crashes off I.Coast

US, Pak ‘starting to have a real’ relationship — Trump40 killed in 
Mogadishu blast

EU leaders committed to Iran nuclear deal, concerned over Trump’s decision
Iran defies Trump over nuclear deal, missile remarks

Par i s,  Oct .  14  (PTI/AP) : 
UNESCO’s executive board has 
chosen former French Culture Min-
ister Audrey Azoulay to be the UN 
cultural agency’s next leader over 
a Qatari candidate in an unusually 
heated race overshadowed by Mide-
ast tensions.

The US announcement this 

week that it’s quitting UNESCO 
rocked the multi-day election and 
heightened concerns about the 
agency’s funding and future direc-
tion.

Azoulay succeeds outgoing 
Director-General Irina Bokova of  
Bulgaria, whose eight-year term 
was marred by financial woes and 
criticism over Palestine’s inclusion 
as a member.

On Thursday, the US and Israel 
said they plan to pull out of  the 
Paris-based organisation over its 
perceived anti-Israel bias.

The 45-year-old took the stage 
to chants of  “Audrey! Audrey!” 
following her victory and said the 
response to UNESCO’s problems 
was to reform the agency, not to 
walk away an understated rebuke 
of the US and Israel.

“In this moment of crisis, I be-
lieve we must invest in UNESCO 
more than ever, look to support and 
reinforce it, and to reform it. And 
not leave it,” she said.

In a short address, she also 
thanked “the Executive Board 
member states that gave me their 
trust” in her surprise 30-28 vote 
win yesterday over Qatari candidate 
Hamad bin Abdulaziz al-Kawari.

UNESCO’s general assembly 
will have to sign off  next month 
on the executive board’s leadership 
pick, but it’s seen as a formality.

The new director will set priori-

ties for the organisation best known 
for its World Heritage program to 
protect cultural sites and traditions. 
The agency also works to improve 
education for girls, promote an 
understanding of  the Holocaust’s 
horrors, defend media freedom and 
coordinate science about climate 
change.

Azoulay, a Jewish woman, had 
started the week’s voting with much 
less support but built up backing as 
other candidates dropped out and 
won a runoff  earlier Friday against 
Egypt’s candidate.

The vote was a huge blow to 
Arab states, who had long wanted 
to lead the UN Educational, Sci-
entific and Cultural Organisation.

UNESCO has previously had 
European, Asian, African and 
American chiefs, but never an Arab 
one since the organisation was 
founded in 1945 following World 
War II to promote world peace 
through culture.

The agency’s inclusion of  Pal-
estine as a member state in 2011 
complicated this push, as did Qa-
tar’s diplomatic dispute with Arab 
neighbours over accusations of  
sponsoring Islamic extremism.

Azoulay will be the second 
French leader of  the organisation 
since Rene Maheu, UNESCO’s di-
rector general from 1961-74. Azou-
lay’s father is Moroccan and was 
an influential adviser to Moroccan 

kings, so she does have a connection 
to the Arab world.

“UNESCO is going through 
a profound crisis,” Azoulay told 
journalists on Friday after making 
it to the final vote. “As a response to 
these difficulties, France has chosen 
not to leave but at the contrary to 
invest more ... because we believe 
in multilateralism. We believe in 
universal values.” 

Jewish groups took issue with 
al-Kawari’s candidacy, citing a pref-
ace he wrote to a 2013 Arabic book 
called “Jerusalem in the Eyes of the 
Poets” that they claim is anti- Se-
mitic. He wrote “We pray to God to 
liberate (Jerusalem) from captivity 
and we pray to God to give Muslims 
the honour of liberating it.” 

In March, the Simon Wie-
senthal Centre wrote an open letter 
to German Ambassador Michael 
Worbs, chair of  the UNESCO 
Executive Board, to criticise the or-
ganisation for accepting al-Kawari’s 
candidacy.

Azoulay’s late entry into the 
leadership race in March annoyed 
many UNESCO member states 
who thought that since France hosts 
the Paris-based agency it shouldn’t 
field a candidate. Arab intellectuals 
urged French President Emmanuel 
Macron to withdraw his support 
for her.

The voting process itself  was 
highly politicised.

Ottawa, Oct. 14 (PTI/AFP): Freed Ca-
nadian hostage Joshua Boyle accused his 
kidnappers of murdering his infant daugh-
ter and raping his wife during his family’s 
years-long captivity by the Haqqani net-
work, a Taliban-affiliated group operating 
in Afghanistan and Pakistan.

Boyle leveled the accusations in a 
terse statement he read on his arrival in 
Toronto yesterday with his American 
wife, Caitlan Coleman, and three chil-
dren, who were freed on Wednesday by 
Pakistani troops.

He condemned the Haqqani net-
work’s “stupidity and evil of authorizing 
the murder of  my infant daughter” in 
“retaliation for my repeated refusal to 
accept an offer that the miscreant of the 
Haqqani network had made to me, and 
the stupidity and evil of  the subsequent 
rape of my wife”.

He said the rape was not the action of  
a lone guard, but was aided by the captain 
of the guard and a Haqqani commander 
he identified as Abu Hajr.

The Haqqani group is headed by Sira-
juddin Haqqani, who is also the Afghan 
Taliban’s deputy leader.

The faction has long been suspected 
of having links with Pakistan’s shadowy 
military establishment.

Providing few details, Boyle said the 
death of his daughter and his wife’s rape 
occurred in 2014.

That was two years after he and 
Coleman, then “heavily pregnant,” were 
kidnapped in a remote Taliban-controlled 
area of Afghanistan.

He said they were in Afghanistan as 

“pilgrims” helping poor villagers when 
they were captured.

The three children who survived the 
ordeal were all born in captivity.

“Obviously it will be of  incredible 
importance to my family to build a secure 
sanctuary to call a home, to focus on edi-
fication and to regain some portion of the 
childhood they have lost,” he said.

The Canadian government welcomed 
the family’s arrival.

“Today, we join the Boyle family in 
rejoicing over the long-awaited return to 
Canada of their loved ones,” the foreign 
ministry said in a statement.

“Canada has been actively engaged on 
Mr. Boyle’s case at all levels, and we will 
continue to support him and his family 
now that they have returned,” it said, ask-
ing that the family’s privacy be respected. 

The Pakistani forces that freed the 
family said they acted on information 
received from the US intelligence services.

In his statement in Toronto, Boyle 
denied he had refused a return trip aboard 
a US military aircraft.

He chose to fly back from Islamabad 
to Canada on commercial airlines via 
London.

In 2009, Boyle was married to Za-
ynab Khadr, the sister of Omar Khadr, a 
Canadian captured in battle in 2002 as a 
teenager in Afghanistan and held at the 
US prison facility at Guantanamo Bay 
before being turned over to Canada and 
released in 2015. 

Boyle was active in the campaign to 
win Khadr’s release from Guantanamo 
and transfer to Canada.

United Nations, Oct. 14 (PTI/AP): 
Former UN Secretary-General Kofi 
Annan has urged Myanmar to make 
sure the half-million Rohingya Mus-
lim refugees who have fled in the last 
two months can go home, and not go 
to camps.

Myanmar’s government needs to 
“create conditions that will allow the 
refugees to return with dignity and 
with a sense of  security” and help 
them rebuild in violence-wracked 
Rakhine state, said Annan, who re-
cently headed a commission on the 
crisis there.

“They should not be returned to 
camps,” he said after addressing an 
informal, private Security Council 
meeting on the issue. “They need as-
sistance to get their homes back.” 

Myanmar’s UN mission didn’t 
respond to a request for comment 
on yesterday’s session. The coun-
try’s leader, Aung San Suu Kyi, said 
Thursday that she had created a 
committee to oversee all international 
and local assistance in Rakhine and 
that the impoverished state needs 
development.

Roughly 1 million Rohingya make 
up a long-persecuted minority in the 
Southeast Asian country. The Bud-
dhist majority regards them as having 
migrated illegally from Bangladesh, 
although many Rohingya families 
have lived in Myanmar for genera-
tions.

They were stripped of  their citi-
zenship in 1982.

After earlier waves of  Rohingya 
flight, about 120,000 live in camps 
outside Rakhine’s capital, Sittwe.

In an unprecedented exodus, more 
than 500,000 Rohingya have fled from 
Rakhine to neighboring Bangladesh 
since August 25, when security forces 

clamped down after the latest in a 
series of attacks on police posts by a 
Rohingya militant group.

Many houses were burned in the 
crackdown, and Rohingya refugees 
have described rape, looting and 
abuse.

The UN and some countries have 
called the events “ethnic cleansing,” 
which Myanmar’s government denies. 
It has blamed the crisis on terrorism.

The August attacks came a day 
after the Annan-led commission 
released its report, which called for 
economic development and social 
justice to counter the deadly violence.

The Security Council has repeat-
edly discussed Myanmar recently, but 
views have been divided among the 
veto-wielding members.

At a meeting late last month, Brit-
ain, France and the US demanded an 
end to what they called ethnic cleans-
ing, while China’s ambassador called 
for patience. Russia’s envoy warned 
that “excessive pressure” could only 
worsen the problems.

Yesterday’s meeting was “par-
ticularly useful and helpful to build 
consensus” on two goals: supporting 
the recommendations of  Annan’s 
commission and denouncing “the to-
tally inacceptable status quo,” French 
Ambassador Francois Delattre said. 
He co-chaired the session with British 
envoy Matthew Rycroft.

Asked whether sanctions or an-
other resolution could ensue, Rycroft 
said he hoped to “carry on working in 
a spirit of bringing everyone together.” 

“And we will explore whether 
there is the appetite to do more,” he 
added. 

The Chinese and Russian UN 
missions didn’t respond to requests 
for comment.

Abidjan, Oct. 14 (PTI/AFP): 
Four Moldovan nationals were 
killed today when a transport 
plane chartered by the French 
army crashed off Ivory Coast, 
firefighters said.

Another six people were 
injured in the crash of  the 
Antonov aircraft which had 
10 people on board, firefighter 
Colonel Issa Sakho told local 
television.

Four French nationals were 
among the injured, a French 
military source said, indicating 
that the plane had been char-

tered as part of the anti-jihadist 
Operation Barkhane.

“There were 10 people on 
board, Moldovans and French 
people. The four victims who 
died are Moldovan nationals,” 
Sakho said. The plane had 
taken off from Ouagadougou 
in Burkina Faso and crash-
landed in the sea near Abidjan, 
breaking in half, he explained.

Local forces were hoping 
to secure the wreck before it 
drifted away “so investigators 
can do their job”, he said.

A French military source 

said the Antonov was char-
tered as part of  Barkhane, 
under which France maintains 
a 4,000-man mission in the 
region.The operation aims to 
shore up fragile Sahel coun-
tries against jihadists who have 
carried out a wave of  bloody 
bombings, shootings and kid-
nappings.

The French military base in 
Abidjan provides logistical sup-
port for the operation which is 
headquartered in N’Djamena, 
the capital of  Chad. French 
special forces are stationed in 

Ouagadougou.
Every year, around 100 sor-

ties are flown out of Abidjan 
airport as part of  Barkhane, 
often by former Soviet army 
pilots in Ukrainian-made An-
tonovs. The planes frequently 
carry French military person-
nel and sub-contractors accom-
panying their cargo.

There was a heavy storm 
over Abidjan early today, but it 
was unclear whether the heavy 
weather was the cause of the 
accident.

France keeps around 950 

military personnel in Ivory 
Coast as part of the FFCI force 
based in the biggest French 
army base on Africa’s Atlan-
tic coast. Other bases are in 
Libreville, Gabon and Dakar, 
Senegal. One of their key mis-
sions is to extract French or 
other western civilians in case 
of  trouble in Ivory Coast or 
neighbouring countries.

Abidjan is strategically 
well-placed in the region as 
most French-speaking African 
countries can be reached by air 
in under three hours. 

Washington, Oct. 14 (PTI): Pakistan 
took “tremendous advantage” of the US 
over the years, but the two countries are 
now “starting to have a real” relation-
ship, President Donald Trump has said, 
a day after Pakistani forces rescued an 
American-Canadian family from the 
Haqqani terror group.

American citizen Caitlan Coleman 
and her Canadian husband Joshua 
Boyle along with their three children 
were rescued from the Haqqanis on 
Thursday after an operation by Paki-
stani forces based on intelligence from 
the US authorities.

The couple were kidnapped in 2012 
in Afghanistan while on a backpacking 
trip. Their three children were born 
while the pair was in captivity.

Trump had slammed Pakistan for 
its continued support to terrorist groups 
and warned Islamabad of consequences 
if it continues to do so while announc-
ing his Afghan and South Asia policy 
in August.

The president thanked Pakistani 
leaders for cooperating with the US on 
many fronts.

“Starting to develop a much bet-
ter relationship with Pakistan and its 
leaders. I want to thank them for their 
cooperation on many fronts,” Trump 
said in a tweet yesterday.

“Yesterday, things happened with 
Pakistan.

“I have openly said Pakistan took 
tremendous advantage of our country 

for many years, but we’re starting to 
have a real relationship with Pakistan, 
and they’re to respect us as a nation 
again, and so are other nations,” Trump 
said.

“They are starting to respect the 
United States of  America again,” he 
said and thanked the leaders of Pakistan 
for “what they’ve been doing”.

He said that “in this administration, 
we will call evil by its name”.

Democratic Congressman Ted Lieu 
said: “On this I agree” with Trump.

“Pakistan is a critical ally in fighting 
against terrorists,” he said in a tweet.

US Defence Secretary Jim Mattis 
is scheduled to visit Pakistan soon, fol-
lowed by a visit of  Secretary of State 
Rex Tillerson.

The Haqqani network has carried 
out a number of  kidnappings and at-
tacks against US interests in Afghani-
stan. 

The group is also blamed for several 
deadly attacks against Indian interests in 
Afghanistan, including the 2008 bomb-
ing of the Indian mission in Kabul that 
killed 58 people.

Mogadishu, Oct. 14 (IANS): At least 
40 persons were killed and several in-
jured in a deadly bomb explosion near 
a popular hotel in the Somali capital 
of Mogadishu on Saturday, the police 
said.

Adan Mohamed, a witness, told 
Xinhua that a vehicle loaded with 
explosives exploded at the junction of  
KM5 just opposite Safari hotel.

Most of  the dead were civilians. 
Security forces have sealed off the blast 
site for investigation, Mohamed said.

Another witness Hamdi Elmi, who 
was near the scene, said the explosion 
was deafening and shook the entire sur-
rounding area.

“I was in a public service vehicle 
when the explosion went off. I could 
see smoke from my back and the whole 
place was shaking,” said Hamdi, add-
ing that “We learn the police had been 
trailing the vehicle with explosives”.

Windowpanes and doors in build-
ings far from the scene were destroyed.

Brussels, Oct. 14 (IANS): 
European Union (EU) 
leaders have voiced their 
commitment to the Iran 
nuclear deal and its full im-
plementation by all sides, 
despite US President Don-
ald Trump’s decision to 
decertify Iran’s compliance 
with the deal.

The leaders of  France, 
Germany and Britain, in a 
joint statement issued by 10 
Downing Street on Friday, 
said they were concerned 
by the possible implications 
of Trump’s decision, urging 
the US Administration and 
Congress to consider the im-
plications to the security of  
the US and its allies “before 
taking any steps that might 
undermine the JCPoA, such 
as re-imposing sanctions on 
Iran lifted under the agree-
ment”, Xinhua news agency 
reported.

The Iran nuclear deal, 
formally known as the Joint 
Comprehensive Plan of  
Action (JCPoA), was the 
culmination of  13 years 
of  diplomacy and was “a 
major step” towards en-
suring that Iran’s nuclear 
programme is not diverted 
for military purposes, the 
statement stressed.

Noting that the JCPoA 
was unanimously endorsed 
by the UN Security Council 

in Resolution 2231, the lead-
ers of  the EU trio said the 
International Atomic En-
ergy Agency “has repeatedly 
confirmed Iran’s compliance 
with the JCPoA” through its 
long-term verification and 
monitoring program. 

“Our governments are 
committed to ensuring the 
JCPoA is maintained,” the 
joint statement said.

Meanwhile, the leaders 
of  the three countries also 
said they “share concerns 
about Iran’s ballistic missile 
programme and regional 
activities that also affect 
our European security in-
terests.”

“We stand ready to take 
further appropriate meas-
ures to address these issues 
in close cooperation with the 
US and all relevant partners. 
We look to Iran to engage in 
constructive dialogue to stop 
de-stabilising actions and 
work towards negotiated 
solutions,” they added in the 
statement.

Following Trump’s an-
nouncement that he had 
decided not to certify Iran’s 
compliance with the land-
mark deal, EU foreign poli-
cy chief Federica Mogherini 
said the EU will continue 
to fully implement the Iran 
nuclear deal.

“It’s not a bilateral agree-

ment. It does not belong to 
any single country. It’s not 
up to any single country to 
terminate it,” said Mogh-
erini at a press conference.

“We cannot afford... to 
dismantle a nuclear agree-
ment this is working and de-
livering,” she said, stressing 
the IAEA has verified eight 
times that Iran is implement-
ing all its nuclear-related 
commitments.

“The US’ domestic 
process -- and I underline 
domestic -- following to-
day’s announcement of  
President Trump is now 
in the hands of  the Unit-
ed States’ Congress. The 
JCPOA is not a domestic 
issue but a United Nations 
Security Council Resolu-
tion,” the EU Foreign Pol-
icy chief stressed.

“The European Union 
continues to fully support 
the Iran nuclear deal, and 
the full and strict implemen-
tation of all its provisions by 
all parties,” said Mogherini.

The Iran nuclear deal, or 
the JCPOA, was reached in 
2015 between Iran and Brit-
ain, China, France, Russia 
and the United States plus 
Germany.

The EU also played an 
important role in brokering 
the deal and deemed it as 
one of the bloc’s outstanding 

diplomatic achievements.
Trump announced on 

Friday that he had decided 
to decertify Iran’s compli-
ance with the landmark deal.

“I am announcing to-
day that we cannot and will 
not make this certification,” 
Trump said at the White 
House as he unveiled a new 
Iran strategy of his admin-
istration.

Despite his criticism of  
Iran and the Iran nucle-
ar deal, Trump on Friday 
stopped short of abandoning 
the nuclear deal.

Instead, he said he was 
directing his administration 
to work with Congress and 
US allies to address “the 
deal’s many serious flaws,” 
including “insufficient en-
forcement and near-total 
silence on Iran’s missile pro-
grams”.

In case the efforts fail, 
Trump warned that “then 
the (Iran nuclear) agreement 
will be terminated”.

The decer tification 
would not pull the United 
States out of the Iran nuclear 
deal at the moment, but it 
would open a 60-day win-
dow in which US Congress 
could reimpose nuclear-
related sanctions on Iran, a 
step which would mean the 
violation of the deal on the 
US side.

Tehran, Oct. 14 (IANS): Iranian 
President Hassan Rouhani has down-
played US President Donald Trump’s 
aggressive remarks over Iran’s commit-
ments to 2015 international nuclear 
deal as well as Tehran’s ballistic missile 
programme.

In a live speech that followed 
Trump’s remarks pertaining to new 
US strategy towards Iran, Rouhani 
on Friday said President Trump 
cannot decertify Iran’s international 
nuclear deal “unilaterally”, Xinhua 
news agency reported.

“Apparently Trump does not 
know that this is not a bilateral docu-
ment between Iran and the United 
States to treat in any way he wishes,” 
Rouhani said.

“Trump’s remarks showed that 
the Joint Comprehensive Plan of Ac-
tion (JCPOA) is stronger than what 
he treated during his presidential 
campaign,” Rouhani said, adding that 
the US President failed to ally other 
parties involved in the clinch of deal 
with his policy over the nuclear deal.

The Iranian President stressed that 
Iran would respect the nuclear deal 
as long as its “national interests and 
rights are met”.

“We have cooperated with the 
International Atomic Energy Agency 
(IAEA) and will keep working with 
the UN body within our commit-
ments,” he said, warning that “how-

ever, if one day, our interests from the 
JCPOA are not respected, we will not 
hesitate to respond.”

On Friday, Trump announced that 
he had decided not to certify Iran’s 
compliance with the landmark deal 
reached in 2015.

The US President also said he 
would ask Congress to establish “trig-
ger points,” which could prompt the 
US to reimpose sanctions on Iran 
over a series of issues, including Iran’s 
continued ballistic missile launches.

In response, Rouhani said that his 
country is “more determined” to con-
tinue its ballistic missile programme.

“Our missile is for defense. We 
have always been serious over defen-
sive issues, and from now on, we will 
double our efforts for that end,” he 
stressed.

Also, Iran’s Foreign Ministry 
dismissed the remarks of  the US 
President that the Islamic republic’s 
ballistic missile programme is a threat 
to the world.

“Iran will earnestly follow and 
boost its defensive and security capa-
bilities,” Qasemi said.

The national security and inter-
est will be the only consideration of  
the Iranian government in pursuing 
the country’s defense capabilities, he 
added. 

“Based on the factual record I have 
put forward, I am announcing today 

that we cannot and will not make this 
certification,” Trump said at the White 
House about the Iran nuclear deal.

He also threatened that he might 
terminate the nuclear deal at any time.

The JCPOA was reached in 2015 
between Iran and Britain, China, 
France, Russia and the United States 
plus Germany.

According to the Iran Nuclear 
Agreement Review Act passed by US 
Congress in 2015, the US government 
is required to recertify to Congress 
Iran’s compliance with the nuclear 
deal every 90 days.

Besides, Iran’s Foreign Ministry 
on Friday rejected the remarks by the 
US President over Iran’s nuclear pro-
gramme under 2015 deal.

The IAEA preserves the authority 
to confirm Iran’s commitments subject 
to the 2015 international nuclear deal, 
Foreign Ministry Spokesman Bahram 
Qasemi said.

In its eight reports, the UN nu-
clear watchdog has verified Iran’s 
compliance with the nuclear deal, 
internationally known as JCPOA, 
Qasemi said. 

He accused the US of  repeated 
violations of  the deal in “spirit and 
letter”. 

Iran’s principle is to oppose weap-
ons of  mass destruction across the 
world, including the nuclear arms, 
Qasemi stressed.

PTI

NESCO’S new elected director-general 
France’s Audrey Azoulay gestures as she 
arrives at the council hall at the UNESCO 
headquarters in Paris, France, Friday, Oct. 
13, 2017. 

PTI

President Donald Trump speaks on Iran 
policy from the Diploma c Recep on Room 
of the White House, Friday, Oct. 13, 2017, in 
Washington.
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Kim asks Kanye to follow ‘daddy diet’
Reality TV star Kim Kardashian has reportedly asked her husband and rapper Kanye 
West to follow a strict “daddy diet” ahead of the arrival of their third child early next 
year. Kim was left feeling “insecure” after photographs surfaced of her during a trip to 
Mexico in May, but after shaping up, she claims she has never felt better. Now, according 
to a source, Kim wants West to do the same, reports dailymail.co.uk. Kim is ordering her 
husband to embark on a strict training and diet regime, as she wants West to be “feeling 
his best” as they expand their brood.  “She needs Kanye full of energy, so Kanye’s on a 
daddy diet that will see him work out three times a week, increasing to five times a week 
within six weeks,” the source told The Sun newspaper. “He’ll have a six pack by Christ-
mas. Kim doesn’t want to put extra pressure on (Kanye) but wants him to be feeling his 
best for the challenges of being a dad to three children,” the source added.  (IANS)

Buckethead diagnosed 
with heart condition

Ajay Devgn a great guy — Aamir Khan

Nelly rape accuser 
refuses to testify

Oprah Winfrey wants Harvey 
Weinstein interview

TICKET RATES
Silver Rs. 80
Gold Rs. 150

HILL STAR 
Movie Schedule

Hill Star is thrilled to announce 
its valued HillStarCinema 

fans that the hall is now live at 
BookMyShowIN You can now 

BUY tickets online! 

2 pm, 5 pm: Judwaa 2 (Hindi)

G
uitarist Brian 
Carroll, aka 
Buckethead, has 
given a interview 
where he has 

revealed he’s battling a heart 
condition.

He was told by doctors that 
he was on the verge of  having 
a stroke and reports that even 
simple tasks such as walking 
across a room is now difficult 
for him.

Asked on the Coming Alive 
podcast what the hardest thing 
he’s ever gone through, Buck-
ethead says: “I have a heart 
problem where my heart beats 
out of  rhythm. It’s been doing 
it for a long time, but recently 
it kicked up and became really 
intense.

 “I didn’t know what was 
going on – I just tried to deal 

with it and let it do what it did. 
But it got really intense, so I 
went to the doctor and they 
said, ‘You’re on the verge of  
having a stroke.’

 “They suggested I had an 
ablation, where they go in and 
freeze your heart. It’s sup-
posed to do something with the 
nerves, because they said my 
heart was fine and it could be a 
genetic thing – they didn’t really 
know. I had that procedure and 
it didn’t really stop it and I’m 
still dealing with it.”

Buckethead says he taking 
medication for the condition, 
and adds: “It’s been really dif-
ficult because it’s scary. Even 
walking across a room is dif-
ficult. Luckily the medication 
I’m thankful for, because it’s 
kept it from going berserk, but 
it’s still pretty intense.

 “I’m letting this thing sort 
of  exist in me and I can’t really 
escape it. I’m always aware of  
my heart beat or the intensity 
of  my heart beat. It definitely 
scares me, but it’s also doing 
a lot of  good because now I 
better do all the things I want to 
do – and I’ve been doing a lot 
of  stuff. I feel an urgency now.”

He adds: “I could be gone 
tomorrow. Anybody could be 
gone, but that’s a heavy experi-
ence. I want to play right now, 
and I want to play that experi-
ence.” 

Buckethead has released 
more than 300 albums and has 
collaborated with a wide range 
of  artists including Bootsy 
Collins, Iggy Pop, Mike Patton 
and was a member of  Guns N’ 
Roses between 2000-2004.

Teamrock

“G
olmaal Again” and 
“Secret Super-
star” are releas-
ing around the 
festive occasion of  

Diwali, but there is no bad blood between 
Bollywood superstar Aamir Khan and 
actor Ajay Devgn. The “Dangal” star has 
praised Ajay by calling him a “great guy”.

Aamir took to Twitter on Saturday to 
share a photograph with Ajay.

“Here’s to ‘Golmaal’. Met Ajay 
after so long. What a great guy,” Aamir 
tweeted.

The two actors were seen together 
in the popular 1997 comedy-drama film 
“Ishq” along with Juhi Chawla and Kajol.

Ajay wished good luck to Aamir’s film 
“Secret Superstar”, which will release on 
October 19.

“Good guys always win... secret or 
not! Best of luck ‘Secret Superstar’,” 
wrote Ajay. 

Ajay-starrer “Golmaal Again”, which 
is the fourth film in the popular “Gol-
maal” franchise, will hit the screens on 
October 20.

IANS

T
he 42-year-old 
rapper - whose 
real name 
is Cornell 
Iral Haynes 

Jr - has maintained his 
innocence and insisted he 
was “beyond shocked” to 
be arrested last weekend 
after a 21-year-old college 
claimed he had sexually 
assaulted her on his tour 
bus after a gig in Auburn, 
Washington. 

And now, according 
to the woman’s attorney 
Karen Koehler, she has 
asked the authorities to 
“put a halt to the criminal 
investigation of [Nelly].” 
Koehler added: “She will 
not testify further in a 
criminal proceeding against 
him.”

In a letter, obtained by 
TMZ, Koehler went on to 
explain that her client was 
devastated that her rape 
allegation was made public 
so quickly and she feels 
that she cannot take on a 
celebrity and win.

The lawyer added: 
“Who will believe her. 
People are saying horrible 
things already. She cannot 
handle this. She is about to 
break.

“Every step of the way 
since she called 911, she 
wishes she had not. Not 
because what happened 
didn’t occur exactly the 
way she described. Not 
because she did not want 
the police to charge the 
celebrity with alleged rape.

“She wishes she had 
not called 911 because she 
believes the system is going 
to fail her.

“She wonders who 

is she to go by her small 
unimportant self against a 
celebrity. Who will believe 
her? People are saying 
horrible things already. She 
cannot handle this. She is 
about to break.”

Nelly was booked on 
second-degree rape charges 
after the woman reported 
the alleged incident, but the 
‘Dilemma’ hitmaker’s law-
yer insisted her claims were 
“completely fabricated”.

His lawyer said in a 
statement: “Nelly is the 
victim of a completely 
fabricated allegation.

“Our initial investiga-
tion clearly establishes 
this allegation is devoid of  
credibility and is motivat-
ed by greed and vindictive-
ness.

“I am confident, once 
this scurrilous accusation 
is thoroughly investigated, 
there will be no charges. 
Nelly is prepared to ad-
dress and pursue all legal 
avenues to redress any 
damage caused by this 
clearly false allegation.”

And the ‘Hot in Here’ 
hitmaker suggested he 
will be taking legal action 
against his accuser.

He tweeted: “I want 
to thank my fans for their 
unwavering support. They 
know me.

“I assure you I will be 
vindicated. And I assure 
you, I will pursue every 
legal option to address this 
defaming claim. Thank 
you. 

“In other words all 
know damm well I ain’t do 
no dumm S**t like this..!! 
Love ..!!!! (sic)”

Femalefirst.Co.Uk

D
isgraced movie producer 
Harvey - who stands ac-
cused of  sexually harass-
ing a number of  female 
employees and actresses 

over a period of  almost three decades - 
reached out to Oprah this week but she 
told him she would only speak to him if  
it was for a ‘60 Minutes’ style interview.

Oprah’s representative told TMZ: 
“Oprah has not spoken to Harvey Wein-
stein directly. Someone from his team 
reached out to her to see if  she would 
talk to him, and she said she would if  it 
was for an interview. There are no plans 
for an interview at this time.

“She was only interested if  he’d look 
in the mirror and give her the honest, 
bone marrow truth.”

Following the bombshell revelations 
about Harvey, Oprah posted a statement, 
which read: “I’ve been processing the ac-
counts of  Harvey Weinstein’s behaviour 
and haven’t been able to find the words 
to articulate the magnitude of  the situ-
ation.”

She then quoted filmmaker James 
Schamus, who said, “This is the story 
of  one predator and his many victims; 
but it is also a story about an over-
whelming systemic enabling, and until 
that story is fully told we will fall far 
short of  stopping future depredations 
on a similar scale.”

Meanwhile, Har-
vey is reportedly 
set to challenge 
his firing from 
The Weinstein 
Company.

The 65-year-
old film producer 
was fired by 
the board of  his 
firm, which he 
co-founded with 
his brother 
Bob Wein-
stein in 

2005, “in light of  new information about 
misconduct” after he was accused of  
sexual harassment.

The statement issued at the time 
read: “In light of  new information about 
misconduct by Harvey Weinstein that 
has emerged in the past few days, the 
directors of  The Weinstein Company 
- Robert Weinstein, Lance Maerov, Rich-
ard Koenigsberg and Tarak Ben Ammar 
- have determined, and have informed 
Harvey Weinstein, that his employment 
with The Weinstein Company is termi-
nated, effective immediately.”

It has now been claimed that Harvey 
will phone in to the board meeting on 
October 17, where he will speak to the 
board from the rehab facility he is attend-
ing.

His civil 
lawyer Patty 

Glaser is said 
to be plan-

ning to 
be at the 
meet-
ing in 
person 
to make 
his case.

TMZ 
previ-
ously 

reported 
that Harvey 

did not 
violate his 

current contract, 
which he signed in Oc-

tober 2015, and that he insists that 
no sexual harassment complaints 
were made about incidents after he 
signed the contract. 

It is believed the company had 
every right to fire Harvey immedi-

ately but he is able to challenge 
the decision and ask for media-

tion and arbitration.
Femalefirst.Co.Uk

D-4728

George Clooney denies 
blacklisting Vanessa Marquez

A
ctor-filmmaker George 
Clooney has denied his 
“ER” co-star Vanessa Mar-
quez’s claim that he “helped 
blacklist” her for reporting 

on-set harassment.
“I had no idea Vanessa was black-

listed. I take her at her word. I was not 
a writer or a producer or a director on 
that show,” Clooney told usmagazine.
com.

“I had nothing to do with casting. I 
was an actor and only an actor. If she was 
told I was involved in any decision about 
her career then she was lied to. The fact 
that I couldn’t affect her career is only 
surpassed by the fact that I wouldn’t,” he 
added. Clooney played the role of doctor 

Doug Ross on the medical drama show 
from 1994 to 1999 while Marquez starred 
as nurse Wendy Goldman in the first three 
seasons. 

Clooney earlier this week slammed 
Hollywood producer Harvey Weinstein 
for the many sexual misconduct allega-
tions against him.

While addressing Clooney’s remarks, 
Marquez wrote on Twitter on Friday that 
“Clooney helped blacklist me” when she 
spoke up about harassment on the “ER” 
set. 

“Clooney helped blacklist me when 
I spoke up about harassment on ‘ER’. 
‘Women who don’t play the game lose 
career.’ I did,” Marquez tweeted.

IANS
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London, Oct. 14 (AFP): 
A cautious Manchester 
United frustrated hosts 
Liverpool as a lacklus-
tre North-West Premier 
League derby ended 0-0 on 
Saturday with neither side 
able to find the creative 
touch.

The draw leaves United 
alone at the top of  the ta-
ble on 20 points although 
Manchester City, who are 
now a point behind, can 
regain first place when they 
host Stoke City later on 
Saturday.

Those hoping for a clas-
sic blood-and-thunder clash 
of  the two most successful 
clubs in English football 
were probably being overly 
optimistic but few would 
have predicted such an 
uninspiring 90 minutes at 
Anfield.

United manager Jose 
Mourinho’s team selection 
suggested that, as last sea-
son, he would adopt a cau-
tious approach to taking on 
Juergen Klopp’s side.

Instead of  Spanish 
craftsman Juan Mata on the 
right, the more defensively 
diligent Ashley Young start-
ed in the role and Marcus 
Rashford, carrying a slight 
knock from England duty, 
was left on the bench.

Tianjin, Oct. 14 (AFP): 
Five-time Grand Slam 
winner Maria Sharapova 
crushed Peng Shuai 6-3, 
6-1 at the Tianjin Open 
on Saturday to reach her 
first final since serving a 
15-month doping ban.

The 30-year-old Russian, 
playing on a wildcard in the 
seventh tournament of  her 
comeback, hit top gear as 
she swept aside the Chinese 
third seed in one hour, 18 
minutes.

In front of  a large 
home crowd, a business-
like Sharapova broke four 
times and conceded zero 
breaks of  her own before 
wrapping up the semi-final 
with a clinical crosscourt 
forehand.

In Sunday’s final -- her 
first since she won the Ital-
ian Open in May 2015 -- she 
will be the red-hot favourite 
against 102nd-ranked Be-
larusian Aryna Sabalenka, 

Manchester United frustrate 
Liverpool in disappointing derby

Tianjin Open: Maria Sharapova beats Shuai 
Peng to reach first WTA final since drug ban 

Zarco, Nakagami and Bulega take pole for Japanese MotoGP 

Sri Lanka cricket team reconsidering 
travelling to Pakistan for Twenty20 match

France qualify for Hockey World Cup after 28 years

Confident India face stern Pakistan test tomorrow Manipuri 
WC players 
accorded 
warm 
welcome

Arena resigns as US coach after World Cup failure

NZ ODIs: Ignored for 3rd time, Ashwin-Jadeja falling off radar 

Indian players celebrating a goal against Bangladesh in 
their Pool A match  at the Maulana Bhashani National 
Hockey Stadium in Dhaka on Friday

New Zealand players Tim Southee Ross Taylor and Trent Boult during a practice session ahead of  the India vs New 
Zealand series in Mumbai on Saturday

France’s Johann Zarco steers his Yamaha at the MotoGP Japanese 
Grand Prix at the Twin Ring Motegi circuit in Motegi, north of Tokyo. 

Manchester United F.C and Liverpool F.C. played out a 0-0 draw in the North-West Derby as Jose 
Mourinho’s side went on top of the Premier League table.

who beat qualifier Sara Er-
rani 6-1, 6-3.

Sharapova has had a 
stop-start and injury-hit 
season since her controver-
sial return at Stuttgart in 
April, following her ban for 
using the banned substance 
meldonium.

The statuesque former 
world number one reached 
the Stuttgart semis but she 

retired in the Italian Open 
second round and also 
withdrew from her second-
round match at Stanford.

S h a r a p ova  m i s s e d 
Wimbledon qualifying be-
cause of  injury and she 
wasn’t offered a wildcard 
to the French Open, but she 
reached the US Open last 
16 on her return to Grand 
Slam tennis.

She has cut a swath 
through the limited draw in 
Tianjin, only dropping one 
set so far in her victories 
over Irina-Camelia Begu, 
Magda Linette, Stefanie 
Voegele and Peng.

Sharapova, one of  the 
world’s highest-earning 
female athletes, will now 
expect to win her 36th ca-
reer title and end a trophy 
drought of  more than two 
years, the longest since her 
debut win in 2003.

By contrast Sabalenka, 
19, is gunning for her first 
WTA title after a run to 
the Tianjin final that in-
cluded wins over China’s 
Duan Ying-Ying and Lin 
Zhu.

Sharapova, currently 
ranked 86th, has also been 
handed a wildcard for next 
week’s Kremlin Cup in 
Moscow, which she will 
play for the first time since 
2007.

Motegi (Japan), Oct. 14 
(IANS): Yamaha’s Johann 
Zarco, Kalex’s Takaaki Na-
kagami and KTM’s Nicolo 
Bulega on Saturday se-
cured the pole positions in 
their respective categories 
in qualifying for the Japa-
nese MotoGP at the Twin 
Ring circuit here.

Zarco claimed his sec-
ond pole this season for 
Sunday’s race in Japan 
after defending champion 
Marc Marquez of  Honda 
failed in his strategy of  
choosing slick tyres before 
the track was ready for 
them, reports Efe. 

In the second round, 
Marquez made his inten-
tions clear by clocking 
1:53.903 in the second lap, 
but his final strategy cost 
him the pole.

Lahore, Oct. 14 (AFP): 
Sri Lanka’s cricket board is 
reconsidering plans to play 
a match against Pakistan 
in Lahore later this month 
after its players expressed 
security concerns, officials 
said Saturday.

Sri Lanka are current-
ly scheduled to play their 
third Twenty20 match in 
the series in Lahore on 
October 29, just over eight 
years after its team was 
ambushed by gunmen in 
the same city.

If  it goes ahead, the 
match would be the first 
played in Pakistan by Sri 
Lanka -- or any other top 
international team -- since 
militants ambushed its 
team bus en route to the 
Lahore stadium in 2009, 

wounding at least seven 
players.

But  the board cast 
doubt on its team’s return 
to the country Saturday, 
saying it would study se-
curity assessments pro-
vided by both Sri Lanka 
and Pakistan governments 
as well as independent 
reports and possibly make 
a decision Monday, an of-
ficial said.

 “A few players have 
expressed reservations, but 
about 20 players (out of  40 
contracted by the board) 
have confirmed their will-
ingness to play in Lahore,” 
the board official told AFP.

 “A final decision is 
likely to be taken on Mon-
day.”

Under  the  cur rent 

schedule, Lahore would 
host the Twenty20 series 
finale following earlier 
matches between the sides 
played in the United Arab 
Emirates (UAE), where 
Pakistan have played their 
“home” internationals 
since the ambush.

Since 2009 the only 
international team to visit 
Pakistan is Zimbabwe, 
who played five limited-
overs games in Lahore in 
2015.

But after Pakistan suc-
cessfully staged the final of  
its domestic Pakistan Super 
League tournament in La-
hore under heavy security 
this March, the country 
hoped international games 
could once again be played 
there.

A successful  series 
against a World XI team 
featuring top foreign play-
ers in Lahore last month 
further boosted calls for 
cricket to return to the mil-
itancy-racked nation.

Sri Lanka Cricket chief  
Thilanga Sumathipala in 
August appealed for an 
end to Pakistan’s isolation 
-- a statement welcomed by 
Pakistani cricket officials 
-- and urged countries to 
play there.

He recalled that several 
Test nations did not want to 
visit Sri Lanka at the height 
of  the Tamil separatist con-
flict, when bombs were 
exploding in the capital in 
the mid-1990s, but Pakistan 
and India had toured Sri 
Lanka at the time.

Lausanne, Oct. 14 (IANS): France 
have qualified for the next edition 
of  the men’s Hockey World Cup in 
2018 after a gap of  28 years thanks 
to favourable results at the Oceania 
Cup, International Hockey Federa-
tion (FIH) announced on Saturday.

France’s place was confirmed 
when New Zealand defeated Pacific 
Islanders Papua New Guinea to set 
up an Oceania Cup final with Aus-
tralia on Sunday, opening up a place 
for France in the World Cup.

The 16-nation event will be held 
in Bhubaneswar, India from Novem-
ber 28 to December 16, 2018.

Under FIH regulations, the team 
that wins its continental qualifier auto-
matically qualifies for the World Cup. 
However, as both Australia and New 
Zealand have already qualified for next 

year’s tournament in India thanks to 
their respective third and sixth place 
finishes at the Hockey World League 
(HWL) Semi-Final in Johannesburg 
earlier this year, a World Cup qualifi-
cation spot opened up for France, who 
were next in line according to their 
performance at HWL Semis.

France, who are 16th in the FIH 
Hero World Rankings, finished sev-
enth at the Hockey World League 
Semi-Final in Johannesburg in July 
thanks to a 3-0 victory over Egypt in 
their final game of  the competition. 

It left them third behind New 
Zealand and Pakistan - who were 
assured of  World Cup places after 
results at the Pan American and Eu-
ropean Continental Championships 
went their way -- in a list of  countries 
waiting to learn their fate.

France are the 14th team to achieve 
the men’s World Cup qualification, 
joining hosts India, Argentina, Aus-
tralia, Belgium, Canada, England, Ger-
many, Ireland, Malaysia, Netherlands, 
New Zealand, Pakistan and Spain at 
the prestigious 16-nation event. 

France’s previous appearance at a 
Hockey World Cup was in the 1990 
event in Lahore. France participated in 
the inaugural event in 1971, achieving 
a fine seventh place finish in Barce-
lona, Spain before repeating the feat 
19 years later in Lahore, where they 
also finished seventh.

The final two men’s World Cup 
qualification places will be decided 
by the outcomes of  the upcoming 
Continental Championship events 
in Asia -- currently taking place in 
Dhaka -- and Africa (October 22-29)

Dhaka, Oct. 14 (PTI): Two 
easy wins garnered, a con-
fident India would face its 
toughest test in the event 
when it takes on arch-rivals 
Pakistan in the much-antic-
ipated clash of the Asia Cup 
hockey tournament, here 
tomorrow.

Rated as favourites to 
win the title, the Indians 
have been impressive so 
far, beating Japan and hosts 
Bangladesh comprehensive-
ly in their opening two Pool 
A matches.After beating 
Japan 5-1 in their opening 
match, the Manpreet Singh-
led side mauled minnows 
Bangladesh 7-0 yesterday.

Pakistan, on the other 
hand, have had a mixed 
outing so far. While they 

thrashed Bangladesh 7-0 in 
their campaign- opener, they 
were held to a 2-2 draw by 
Japan in their next match.

India are currently sit-
ting atop Pool A with six 
points from two wins while 
Pakistan are placed second 
with four points.With two 
wins, India are comfortably 
through to the Super 4 stage 
of  the tournament and the 
Sjoerd Marine-coached side 
would be hoping to finish 
the pool stages with an all-
win record.

In the first two games, 
the Indians have show-
cased beautiful one-touch 
hockey and used both 
flanks to create numer-
ous scoring chances.What 
is heartening is that the 

Washington, Oct. 14 (IANS): US 
men’s football team coach Bruce 
Arena has resigned after his boys failed 
to reach the World Cup finals three 
days ago.

“When I took the job last Novem-
ber, I knew there was a great challenge 
ahead, probably more than most peo-
ple could appreciate,” Arena said in a 
statement on Friday, reports Xinhua 
news aewncy.

“Everyone involved in the pro-
gram gave everything they had for 
the last 11 months and, in the end, 
we came up short. No excuses. We 
didn’t get the job done, and I accept 
responsibility,” added the 66-year-old, 
who was called upon last November to 

replace Jurgen Klinsmann as coach of  
the United States.

The US team returned a shock 
1-2 verdict on Tuesday against Trini-
dad and Tobago in the final round 
of  the regional qualifying tourna-
ment, and missed next year’s Russia 
World Cup after ranking fifth in the 
standings.

“It is the greatest privilege for 
any coach to manage their country’s 
national team and as I leave that role 
today, I am honoured and grateful to 
have had that opportunity twice in my 
career,” Arena said.

The coach led the US team into 
the 2002 World Cup quarter-finals 
and also coached the squad into the 

2006 World Cup. Before the stunning 
failure, the US team has already made 
it to seven straight World Cup finals.

However, Arena said he has strong 
faith in future development of the US 
soccer.

“It is important to recognize the 
tremendous growth and accomplish-
ments we have achieved over the past 
two decades in all areas, including 
player development, coaching educa-
tion and a stable domestic professional 
league.

“This work is ongoing and the 
sport is on the right path. By working 
together, I am confident soccer in this 
country will continue to grow in the 
years and decades ahead,” he added.

New Delhi, Oct. 14 (PTI): 
On a day when they slogged 
it out in the Ranji Trophy 
with contrasting results, 
Ravichandran Ashwin and 
Ravindra Jadeja were ig-
nored by the national selec-
tors for the third time in a 
row as they continued with 
the younger crop for the 
ODI series against New 
Zealand.

While MSK Prasad 
had initially said that the 
senior bowlers were rested 
during the limited overs 
series against Sri Lanka, 
but bypassing them for the 
Australia and now New 
Zealand leg is an indica-
tion that they are slowly 
falling off  the radar as far 
as limited overs cricket is 
concerned.

With Kuldeep Yadav, 
Axar Patel and Yuzvendra 
Chahal having done fairly 
well in the past three se-
ries, it is now difficult to 
bring back both Ashwin 

and Jadeja for New Zea-
land one dayers.

India have already 
started with their prepara-
tion for the 2019 World 
Cup in right earnest.

Jadeja may feel hard 
done by as he was once 
again ignored on a day 
when he smashed 150 for 
Saurashtra in the Ranji 
Trophy game against Jam-
mu and Kashmir.

Ashwin had a slightly 
tougher day as he bowled 
24 overs for 60 runs tak-
ing just a wicket in return 
against the weakest team in 
the competition -- Tripura.

Teams like Australia 
and New Zealand are vul-
nerable against wrist spin-
ners as Kuldeep and Cha-
hal had shown against the 
Aussies and Karn Sharma 
against the Black Caps’ A 
side, which had a lot of  
senior internationals.

A m o n g  t h e  o t h e r 
changes, Shikhar Dha-

wan has predictably made 
a comeback after a brief  
sabbatical to attend fam-
ily issues with KL Rahul 
making way for him.

Dinesh Karthik’s pres-
ence will mean that there 
will be some pressure on 
Manish Pandey as Ke-
dar Jadhav, with his off- 
breaks, brings more vari-
ety to the side.

Ka r th ik ,  who  l a s t 
played for India during the 
West Indies tour in July 
and was also a part of  the 
Champions Trophy squad, 
has been picked again.

The 32-year-old was 
named in the India T20 
squad for the recently-
concluded Australia series 
but did not get a game.

Mohammed Shami 
and Umesh Yadav also 
have been dropped as they 
played only one match 
during the Australia series.

Jasprit Bumrah and 
Bhuvneshwar Kumar have 

been identified as the new 
ball bowlers in shorter for-
mat with Shardul Thakur 
being called for some con-
sistent performances for 
India A.

The squad: Virat Kohli 
(captain), Rohit Sharma 
(vice-captain), Shikhar 
Dhawan, Ajinkya Rahane, 
Manish Pandey, Kedar 
Jadhav, Dinesh Karthik, 
MS Dhoni (wk), Hardik 
Pandya, Axar Patel, Kul-
deep Yadav, Yuzvendra 
Chahal, Jasprit Bumrah, 
Bhuvneshwar Kumar and 
Shardul Thakur.

New Zealand ODI 
Squads: Kane William-
son (captain), Todd As-
tle, Trent Boult, Colin 
de Grandhomme, Martin 
Guptill, Matt Henry, Tom 
Latham, Henry Nichol-
ls, Adam Milne, Colin 
Munro, Glenn Phillips, 
Mitchell Santner, Tim 
Southee, Ross Taylor, 
George Worker

With United’s Romelu Lukaku left 
alone – and isolated – in attack and French 
forward Anthony Martial shunting up and 
down the left with little inspiration, United 
sat deep and waited to see what Liverpool 
could do with the possession.The answer 
was not very much.

Brazilian Philippe Coutinho drifted 
into pockets of  space and from time to 
time threatened to produce something 
eye-catching, while Egyptian Mohamed 
Salah’s pace and dribbling caused some 
awkward moments for United left-back 
Matteo Darmian.

But those glimmers of  flair were not 
enough to create any sustained pressure 
on United and, as the second half  drifted 

towards a goalless draw, neither side could 
find another gear or the inventiveness to 
create a clear opening.

Liverpool’s best chance came in the 
35th minute but United keeper David De 
Gea pulled off  a superb save with his legs to 
keep out a shot from Joel Matip and Salah’s 
follow up was wide.

United created little beyond a Lukaku 
shot two minutes before the interval which 
was well dealt with by keeper Simon 
Mignolet.

The only half-chance of  a poor second 
half  came when Liverpool’s Emre Can 
tried to get on the end of  a floated ball 
from Jose Gomez but could not turn his 
effort goalwards.

Marquez took a pit stop 
and chose slicks made for 
a dry track, which weren’t 
suited to the conditions and 
affected his grip, while his 
rivals overtook him on the 
last lap.

Zarco and Ducati’s 
Danilo Petrucci pushed 

Marquez into third place, 
although it could have been 
worse.

Yamaha’s Valentino 
Rossi first chose slick tyres 
and changed to wet ones 
when it was too late, in the 
end qualifying a distant 
12th.

Behind Zarco, Petrucci 
and Marquez in the first 
row on race day will be 
Aleix Espargaro of  Aprilla, 
Jorge Lorenzo of  Duca-
ti and Deni Pedrosa of  
Honda.

Japan’s Takaaki Na-
kagami brought cheer to 
home fans by taking the 
pole for the Moto2, ahead 
of  Spain’s Alex Marquez 
and Xavier Vierge.

Nicolo Bulega of  Italy 
took his second career pole 
in the Moto3 with a time 
of  2:09.320, followed by 
compatriot Niccolo An-
tonneli and Spain’s Aron 
Canet.

Championship leader 
Joan Mir of  Spain did not 
have much luck and ended 
up qualifying in the last 
place.

Indians have scored some 
excellent field goals but a 
matter of  concern for them 
is their penalty corner con-
version rate.

Against Bangladesh In-
dia earned as many as 13 
penalty corners but could 
make use of  just two.Less 
than a month into his new 
job replacing the legendary 
Roelant Oltmans, tomor-
row’s game can be con-
sidered for coach Marijne 
biggest challenge of  his 
short tenure.

History suggests that 
any Indo-Pak hockey duel 
is full of  not just excitement 
and drama but also frayed 
tempers.Pakistan might not 
be the most potent force in 
world hockey presently but 
when it comes to playing 
against India, the intensity 
touches a new level.

That loss dented Pa-
kistan’s hopes of  booking 
a berth at the next year’s 
World Cup to be held in 
Bhubaneswar and the Pa-
kistanis would be desperate 
for revenge.

With four world titles 
and three Asia Cup titles 
(1982, 1985, 1989), the 14th-
ranked Pakistan have been 
blighted by poor manage-
ment and security concerns.

Imphal, Oct. 14 (PTI):  
Seven Manipuri players, 
who participated in the Un-
der 17-FIFA World Cup, 
returned here today to a 
rousing reception.

Captain Amarjit Kiyam 
of  the 21-member nation-
al team on his return ex-
pressed gratitude to those 
who supported them and 
said such support would 
encourage young players.

He urged for the devel-
opment of  a world class 
stadium in the state to make 
local players adapt to play-
ing in world class ground.

Midfielder Jeakson 
Thounaojam who made 
history by scoring the first 
ever goal by an Indian in 
a FIFA world Cup during 
the second match against 
Columbia was a darling 
to the crowd.Goal keeper 
Dheeraj Moirangthem, 
who caught the attention 
of  national media and 
received praise from the 
United States coach, stayed 
back in New Delhi.
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U-17 World Cup: Japan enter pre-quarters Lamphel FC, Manipur 
dismantle Khriekesa FC 
7-0 to enter quarters

D.E.F Tuensang, Khulioh King FC through to LMSSOC 

Immanuel Hall emerged Champion

MDFA Trophy: Mongsenbai Youngsters 

5th Faith in Action Taekwondo C'ship 2017

NAC’s 7th Horsepower Challenge

Zasinihu trophy from Nov 15

NSF MARTYR’S MEMORIAL TROPHY 2017

France end group stage in style
New Caledonia midfielder Jekob Jeno (2nd R) scoring a goal to equalise the score against Japan during FIFA World cup U-17 Group E Match 
in Kolkata on Saturday.

PTI

Players of France (in blue jersey) and Honduras during their FIFA 
U-17 World Cup football match at Indira Gandhi Athle cs Stadium, 
Sarusajai in Guwaha  on Saturday.

PTI

Players of Lamphel FC (yellow) and Khriekesa FC seen in ac on at 
the Kohima local ground on Saturday. 

EM Images

Players of Mongsenbai Youngsters (Red) and Grand Elites (yellow) in ac on during the 2nd Quarter 
Final match of the MDFA trophy 2017 at Imkongmeren Sports Complex, Mokokchung.  

Photo Courtesy: Temjenlemba Longchar

Kolkata, Oct. 14 (IANS): 
New Caledonia rode skip-
per Jekob Jeno's late strike 
to hold Japan 1-1 in a Group 
E match but the Asian outfit 
advanced to the pre-quar-
terfinals of the FIFA U-17 
World Cup encounter here 
on Saturday.

With the draw, New 
Caledonia ended their cam-
paign with a cheer as they 
gained their first ever point 
in a FiFA World Cup across 
age categories.

Japan went ahead in 
the seventh minute through 
forward Keito Nakamura, 
but New Caledonia's Jeno 
restored parity seven min-
utes from time at the Vi-
vekananda Yuva Bharati 
Krirangan encounter.

Japan seemingly paid 
for their over-confidence 
as their coach tested the 
reserve bench by resting as 
many as nine regulars. They 
had the bulk of  ball pos-
session, got more scoring 
opportunities, but missed 
some gilt-edged opportuni-
ties, with the woodwork 
also standing in their way 
twice.

They finished their 
group fixtures with four 
points, five less than France 
and one ahead of Hondu-
ras. Japan will clash against 
the Group F toppers in the 
pre-quarterfinals here on 
October 17.

New Caledonia, on the 
other hand, did not lose 
heart despite the waves of  
Japanese raids in the early 
minutes of  the match, re-
lied on counters and finally 
ended the 90 minutes on 
evens stevens. 

Located in the South-
west Pacific Ocean, New 
Caledonia is a special Col-
lectivity of  France, with 

MUDRA PROMOTION CAMPAIGN
will be held at Capital Convention Centre, Kohima 

on 17th October 2017 at 11 AM

Shri Upendra Kushwaha, 
Hon’ble Minister of State, Human Resource Development Government of India will 

grace the occasion as Chief Guest

&

Shri Imkong L. Imchen, 
Hon’ble Minister,  Health & Family Welfare and Election Government of Nagaland

has kindly consented to be the Guest of Honour.

Activities to be performed in stalls by all Banks:

a population of  around 
280,000 - similar to the In-
dian towns of Purnia (in Bi-
har) and Satna (in Madhya 
Pradesh), and had become 
the smallest nation to qualify 
for any World Cup in Feb-
ruary when they finished 
runners up in the OFC U-17 
championships.

Along with hosts India, 
they were the debutants in 
any FIFA World Cup across 
age groups and conceded a 
dozen goals in their first two 
matches (1-7 to France and 
0-5 to Honduras).

And on Saturday, the 
starting minutes gave the 
impression that New Cale-
donia could suffer a similar 
fate, as Japan were all over 
them. Naoki Tsubaki failed 
to connect a Nakamura 

pass, and a little later found 
the post. The match was 
only four minutes old.

Nakamura, the livewire 
of  the Japanese offence, 
scored his fourth goal of the 
tournament three minutes 
later. The Mitsubishi Yowa 
player received the ball on 
the right, swept aside two 
defenders to cut into the 
box, and let go an angular 
shot that went in past goal-
keeper Gaizka Ipeze.

Japan should have all 
but wrapped up the game 
by the breather, but Akito 
Tanahashi's header crashed 
against the post.

In the 19th minute, Na-
kamura unleashed a delec-
table free kick, which Ipeze 
clears on second attempt.

Amidst the constant 

flow of traffic at the other 
end, a rare New Caledonia 
move resulted in a free kick, 
but the set piece hit the wall 
of defenders. After Japan's 
Taichi Yamasaki headed 
over, New Caledonia went 
on a counter, but Jules Omei 
could only managed a skier.

Crossing over, Japan 
maintained their suprem-
acy, but New Caledonia 
made the occasional forays.

Midway into the second 
session, ipeze again rose to 
the occasion to fist out a 
rasping long ranger from 
Toichi Suzuki.

New Caledonia, having 
nothing to lose, showed 
more initiatives, and final-
ly found the mark in the 
83rd minute. A corner from 
the right was flicked on 
by Pierre Bako, and Jakon 
Jeno out jumped the rival’s 
defenders to head home, 
triggering wild celebrations 
among the players and the 
officials.

G u wa h a t i :   F r a n c e 
thrashed Honduras 5-1 
here on Saturday to en-
ter the second round of  
the ongoing FIFA U-17 
World Cup as the winners 
of  Group E.

Alexis Flips (23rd, 64th 
minutes) scored once in 
each half  after left winger 
Wilson Isidor (14th) had 
handed France the lead.

Amine Gouri (86th) 
and Yacine Adli (90+6) 
piled on the misery for 
Honduras in the closing 
stages.

France have finished 
the first round as the win-
ners of  Group E with the 
full nine points.

Dimapur, Oct. 14 (EMN): The 25th 
edition of  Loyem Memorial Senior 
Soccer Open Championship (LMS-
SOC) which began on Oct. 7, 2017 
with the theme “exposing the value 
of games” witnessed two matches on 
Sat. Oct. 14. 

In the Pool “C” match on Satur-
day, in the first match D.E.F Tuensang 
defeated Vetao Ayie FC by 3-0. The 
first goal for DEF Tuensang came 
through a penalty shoot by Khuyang 
in the 17th minute of  first half  and 
netted another goal in the 21st minute 

by Bele jersey no.7. Again in the 28th 
minute Khuyang scored his second 
goal for his team and ended the match 
with the score line 3-0. Mono lam of  
Vetao Ayie was cautioned during the 
match in the first half.

In the Pool “D” encounter played 
out between Khulioh King FC and 
High Hill Club, the first goal was 
scored by Thsangshimong of  High 
Hill Club in the 3rd minute of first half  
through a penalty. 

Franky of  Khulioh King scored 
the equaliser in the 8th minute for 

Khulioh King. Later, Nungsang net-
ted another goal for Khulioh King in 
the 29th minute. In the second half  
Benjamin, striker of  Khulioh King 
increased the lead by scoring another 
goal and ended the match at 3-1. 

MONDAY’S MATCH
1st Match- Upper Defence Chingmelen vs 

Genesis FC Tuensang
Time: 12:00 noon

2nd Match- Scavenger Hunt FC vs 
United Tuensang Tornados 

Time: 1:30 PM 

Dimapur, Oct. 14 (EMN): 
The Mongsenbai Young-
sters gets through to the 
semi-finals of  the MDFA 

Trophy 2017 by beating 
Grand Elites 6-0. Sentilem-
zung scored the first goal 
in the first 2 minutes of the 

game while the second and 
the third goal came in the 
13th and 19th minute by 
Kilangnukshi and Punuru  

Dimapur, Oct. 14 (EMN): 
The much anticipated event 
of  the year, 7th horsepower 
challenge of  Nagaland will 
be held from October 16 
to 19, 2017 at Agri Expo 
Diphupar, Dimapur. 

The horsepower chal-
lenge were held in Kohima 
for the previous years but 
this year Dimapur agri 
expo would be the sta-
tion of  its first ever moto-
cross and autocross racing 
events., informed a press 
note.

So far 40 motocross 
and 70 Autocross enthu-
siasts have registered and 
registrations are still open. 
Interested participants can 
register in the official portal 
of  NAC as well as forms 
can be collected from 
TRAP Kohima and from 
Screwdriver Dimapur, Na-
galand. 

The official website is 
@www.facebook/ Naga-
land Adventure Club, and 
can further be submitted at 
TRAP or nac.nagaland@
gmail.com. 

Spot registrations will 
also be available for two 
wheeler and four wheeler 
on Oct.16 at agri expo. 
Entry for female riders and 
drivers are free. For more 
information one can log 
into the NAC Facebook 
page.

‘Par t ic ipants  f rom 
northeast India and also 
from main land India have 
been participating in the 
previous events held so far. 
This event has also ignited 
a new liking for motor 

sports among the youths of  
Nagaland who are doing 
very well in all such events 
even at national level. Na-
galand adventure club also 
welcomes all the well wish-
ers and motorsports lovers 
to come and witness this 
great game of  skill and 
speed’, it stated.

The schedule dates for 
the events are highlighted 
below:-

Oct. 16 - Reporting 
and spot registration for 

autocross (11:00AM-
1:00PM) and scrutiny 
follows (1 PM-3 PM)

Oct. 17 and 18 - 
AUTOCROSS (4 

wheeler) followed by prize 
distribution on Oct. 18 (9 

AM-4 PM)
Oct. 17 - Reporting 

and spot registration for 
motocross (12:00pm-

3:00pm)& scrutiny follows 
(3pm-4pm)

Oct. 18 and 19 – 
MOTOCROSS (2 

wheeler) followed by prize 
distribution on Oct. 19 

(9am-4pm). 

Dimapur, Oct. 14 (EMN): 
The Immanuel Hall of  Y. 
Zhimo Colony emerged 
team champion in the re-
cently held 5th Faith in Ac-
tion Taekwondo Cham-
pionship 2017at Dimapur 
Government College, Di-
mapur under the theme 
“Taekwondo for All” on 
Oct. 6 and 7, 2017. 

The championship was 
graced by Youth Resources 
and Sports, Music Task 
Force parliamentary secre-
tary, Khekaho Assumi, and 
Indian Navy Engineer in 
Shipping, Javed Ahmed as 
the guest of honour on the 
concluding day. 

The  ove ra l l  Team 
Champion, Immanuel Hall 

bagged 22 Gold, 11 Silver 
and 13 Bronze medals and 
the 1st Runner’s up was 
bagged by Hope Academy 
with 6 Gold, 15 Silver and 
11 Bronze Medal followed 
by 2nd Runner’s up Vi-
sion Home Hr. Sec. School 
with 6 Gold, 3 Silver and 7 
Bronze Medals. 

In Taekwondo Dem-
onstration Competition, 
St. Mary’s Montessori Hr. 
Sec. School won the Cham-
pion Trophy by 85.2 points 
and Immanuel Hall won 
1st Runner’s up Trophy by 
75.5 points and Ambush 
Taekwondo Academy won 
2nd Runner’s up Trophy by 
66.5 points.

Best Official award in 

Our Correspondent
Kohima, Oct. 14 (EMN): 
Lamphel FC, Manipur and 
Barak FC, Peren won their 
respective pre-quarterfinal 
matches and entered the 
quarterfinals of  the ongo-
ing NSF Martyrs' Football 
Trophy at Kohima local 
ground on Saturday. With 
the win, Lamphel FC will 
lock horns with Barak FC 
in the quarterfinals of  the 
tournament on October 17.

In a seven-goal thrill-
er, Lamphel FC, Manipur 
showed their class as they 
hammered Khriekesa FC, 
Meriema 7-0 to enter the 
quarters. Khriekesa FC was 
no match for Lamphel FC 
side as they suffered defeat 
to end their saga in the tour-
nament.

Nigerian player Fran-
cis O strike again at the 
local ground as he scored 
a brace again for Lamphel 
FC to put the team in the 
driver's seat, while a brace 
from Anao and a goal each 
from Golmei, Tuisem, and 
Rambo completed the riot 
for Lamphel FC.

During the match, Fran-
cis O opened the account 
for Lamphel in the 9th min-
ute, while captain Golmei 
doubled the lead in the 28th 
minute; Anao added the 
third goal just before the 
break to make it 3-0.

Khriekesa FC never re-

covered from three goals 
down in the second half  
with Francis O scoring his 
double in the 44th minute, 
while Tuisem and Rambo 
added a goal each in the 
57th and 63rd minute re-
spectively.

Anao completed the 
rout with his second goal 
in the 66th minute to make 
it 7-0 at the end of the final 
whistle. During the match, 
a yellow card was shown to 
Francis O of Lamphel FC.

In a thrilling encounter 
over a packed crowd, two 
times champions Barak FC 
narrowly defeated Tyrants 
FC, Khuzama 1-0 in the first 
match. 

Underdogs Tyrants side 
gave a good fight, but a goal 
from Barak’s striker Kh-
wetelhi Thopi in the 35th 
minute gifted the winner. 
Thopi goal was the only 
difference as Barak FC nar-
rowly escaped a defeat to en-
ter the quarters. Two yellow 
cards were shown to Asiu 
and Kivi Zhimo of  Barak 
FC and Ketozo Thaprü of  
Tyrants FC, Khuzama in 
the match.

Kohima, Oct. 14 (EMN): The Western Angami Students' 
Union (WASU) will be organising the 4th edition of Za-
sinihu Memorial trophy in tribute and remembrance of  
Lt. Zasinihu Zinyü, the first NSF President which is to 
commence from November 15-18 at Jotsoma village (local 
ground).  The tournament will be graced by Er. Kevisekho 
Kruse, Rtd Chief Engineer, PHED as the chief guest and 
Lhouphrevilie Rino, President WAPO as the guest of hon-
our.  In a release, Tsiu Seyie, Convenor, Zasinihu Memorial 
trophy tournament and Rokovizo Senotsu, Co-Convenor 
has informed that it is mandatory for all its units to attend 
while the teams/clubs from the Western area are invited to 
participate in the tournament. 

Registration and bye-laws will be available at Z.P 
Enterprise, TCP Gate Kohima with the last date of form 
submission on November 7. For further details one may 
contact at 8794486275/9089434865.

EXHIBITION MATCH 
(SUNDAY)

male category was bagged 
by Coach Sanjay Chetri 
(Great Commission Hr. Sec. 
School) and in female cat-
egory Alice of  Immanuel 
Hall bagged the award.

The individual Best 
Fighters in both male and 
female in colour and black 

Belt categories are in Sub-
Junior Boys& Girls- Jon and 
Shreya Das of  Immanuel 
Hall, Kivika Achumi of St. 
Mary’s Montessori School, 
and Doryla of Great Com-
mission Hr. Sec. School. 

In Cadet Boys & Girls- 
KivinokaSwu and Liike 

Kibami of Immanuel Hall, 
Maong Longkumer of  
Hope Academy.

In Junior Boys-Huqheyi 
Yepthomiof Vision Home 
Hr. Sec. School and Kevin 
of Immanuel Hall.

I n  S e n i o r  B o y s 
Category;-Akai H. Neho 
of  Kuhuboto Taekwondo 
Academy and ShivamArora 
of  St. Mary’s Montessori 
Hr, Sec. School.

In Best of the Best Fight-
ers Category, the Best Fight-
er male Award was won by 
Tovi Sema of Little Tigers 
Taekwondo Academy and 
Sungjemnela of  Ambush 
Taekwondo Academy won 
in the female category. 

The Best Discipline tro-
phy was bagged by Kuhubo-
to Taekwondo Academy.                            

Nienu. 
Punuru scored the 

fourth goal in the third 
minute of the second half. 
The Grand Elite defense 
line proved too weak for the 
Youngsters as they scored 
the fifth goal in the 55th 
minute. Nungsangmeren, 
the striker from Grand 
Elite got an opportunity 
to open the account for the 
team, however, the striker 
couldn’t control the ball 
and it went pass the net. 

Punuru scored a hat-
trick in the 69th minute, 
making him the biggest 
contender for the highest 
goal scorer of  the tourna-
ment. 

Match Fixture for 16th 
October

3rd Quarter Final Match 
(1:30pm)

Telongjem FC vs Rongpang 
Reju Arkong


