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Mirror Takes

~ Arien
The students have collected 

money to felicitate the 
department for chasing 
away the ghosts... please 

write for us, sir. 

Greatness is a road 
leading towards the 

unknown. 

~ Charles de Gaulle

Resource persons and women vendors seen here during the launch of a project called ‘Uplifting women street vendors’ at Kohima 
on October 13.
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Min.Max. Max.Min.
Aizawl 28° 20°
Agartala 31° 24°
Gangtok 25° 12°
Guwahati 30° 22°
Imphal 28° 18°

Itanagar 27° 20°
Shillong 22° 16°
Delhi 37° 23°
Kolkata 33° 25°
Chennai 33° 26°

 Max:  Min:
KOHIMA 26.8° 17.4°
DIMAPUR 32° 24.3°
 RF:  RH:
KOHIMA 3.6 95%
DIMAPUR NIL 90%
* Rainfall (RF) * Relative humidity (RH)
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NE states urge Centre for power 
transmission lines via Bangladesh

Diphu food poisoning: 
18 more hospitalised 

NIA arrests four Nagaland 
officials for funding rebels

Strike balance between national 
interest, Rohingyas – SC to Centre

Kohima seeks to ‘uplift’ women street vendors 

Dmr struggles to combat dengue

    

NATION ENTERTAINMENT SPORTS

Shame it took nine years to prove 
Talwars’ innocence: Konkona | P9

Gritty Nadal battles 
into Shanghai semis  |  P11

Pranab had every reason for grievance 
over PM post, says Manmohan | P8

Agartala, Oct. 13 (IANS): North-
eastern states have urged the cen-
tral government to erect power 
transmission lines via Bangladesh 
to connect the region with the na-
tional grid to ensure uninterrupted 
electricity supply, a Tripura Minis-
ter said here on Friday.

"Power ministers of  the north-
eastern states at a meeting in Shil-
long resolved to urge the central 
government to erect transmission 
lines via Bangladesh to connect 
the national grid in West Bengal 
to transmit electricity between the 
northeast region and other parts 
of  India without any hitches," 
Tripura Power Minister Manik 
Dey told the media.

"If  the transmission lines are 
brought via Bangladesh the dis-
tance would be reduced by 500 
km and would also help to avoid 
various other technical problems. 
This would help the northeastern 
states get stable and reliable grid 
connection."

The northeastern states are 

landslide prone and witness heavy 
floods and monsoon rains, which 
create problems to transmit pow-
er to and fro from the region, he 
added.

Power ministers of  northeast-
ern states and top power sector 
state and union government of-
ficials met at the two-day 18th 
North-Eastern Regional Power 
Committee (NERPC) meeting 
in Meghalaya capital Shillong on 
October 10-11.

NERPC Chairman and Meg-
halaya Power Minister Comin-
gone Ymbon presided over the 
meeting.

The Tripura Minister said 
there is a 400 kV double circuit 
around 100 km transmission line 
(since 2013) between West Ben-
gal's Baharampur and northern 
Bangladesh Bheramara (under 
Khulna division).

Through the Baharampur-
Bheramara transmission lines In-
dia has been supplying 500 MW 
power to Bangladesh.

The state-owned Power Grid 
Corporation has recently approved 
an investment of  Rs 198.48 crore 
for setting up an India portion 
of  the Baharampur-Bheramara 
(Bangladesh) second 400 kV dou-
ble circuit transmission line.

Dey said the NERPC meeting 
also resolved to urge the Central 
Electricity Authority (CEA), Un-
ion Power Ministry and other gov-
ernment owned power companies 
to develop the power transmis-
sion system replacing the very old 
transmission lines in the north-
eastern states.

He said that the meeting decid-
ed to develop the Emergency Res-
toration System in the northeast-
ern states to restore power supply 
at the earliest after cyclones, natu-
ral disasters, heavy monsoon rains 
and floods.

The Tripura Power Minister 
said all the northeastern states 
have been facing problems and 
difficulties due to huge delay in 
release of  funds by the Union 

Power Ministry while providing 
sanctions for centrally-sponsored 
schemes like Integrated Power 
Development Scheme, Deendayal 
Upadhyaya Gram Jyoti Yojana 
(DDUGJY).

He said though the Tripura gov-
ernment had submitted a detailed 
project report under DDUGJY of  
Rs 903 crore to provide electricity 
to unelectrified habitations that 
would cover 100 per cent house-
holds, only Rs 74.12 crore had 
been received, or 8.21 per cent of  
the funds required by the state.

At present, there are projects 
being implemented in the north-
eastern region with a funding pat-
tern of  90:10 ratio -- 90 per cent 
funded by the Centre and 10 per 
cent by the states. There are also 
projects where the funding is on a 
50:50 and 80:20 basis.

"The power ministers of  the 
northeastern states have urged the 
Centre to sanction projects with 
a funding pattern of  90:10 ratio 
only," the Minister added. 

Our Correspondent
Kohima, Oct. 13 (EMN): A 
common sight in Kohima town 
is women vendors who throng 
the footpaths of  the town sell-
ing different food products as a 
source of  livelihood to sustain 
the livelihood of  their respec-
tive family.

While vending has become 
the main source of  income for 
many Naga women, while pro-
viding access to local food prod-
ucts to the town dwellers, the 
sad fact remains that their con-
tribution to the local economy 
remains largely invisible.

Besides being subjected to 
harassment both from natural 
and human factors, they carry 
out their businesses under con-
stant fear and insecurity of  
being evicted anytime. There 
is no provision from the local 
authorities or municipal bodes 
to ensure their safety or basic 
amenities.

They are often considered a 
‘nuisance' and even 'encroach-
ers’ of  sidewalks and pavements 
who are forced to carry out 
their businesses in the most un-
healthy and unhygienic places: 
near open drainage and sewage 
exposing and making them vul-
nerable to all kinds of  diseases 
in the absence of  any perma-
nent designated places.

Taking into consideration all 
these factors, the Entrepreneurs 
Associates (EA) in collabora-
tion with Sisterhood Network 
has launched a pilot project 
called ‘Uplifting women street 
vendors’ on October 13 at EA 
Training and Research Centre, 
Kohima.

As in most cases, these wom-
en are the sole breadwinners of  
the family who have little or no 
knowledge about conducting 
business. Thus, this EA project 
aims to empower the women 
vendors on their basic rights, 
business skills, and understand-
ing on how the market works.

The project also intends to 
facilitate financial empower-
ment through savings, stock 
management, finance, aware-
ness on product knowledge, 
hygiene, sanitation and most 
importantly, to make them 
model entrepreneurs to influ-
ence their families and edu-
cate them on ethical business, 
customer services and markets 
around them.

Speaking at the launch of  
said programme, the master 
franchisee of  Aloha Mental 
Arithmetic, Neikule Doulo 
observed that with wide imbal-
ances in business demography 
these women have much po-
tential to bridge the gap can be 

Our Correspondent 
Diphu, Oct. 13 (EMN): 
Another 18 people were 
reported to have been ad-
mitted to Diphu civil hos-
pital in nearby Assam, re-
portedly after consuming 
unhygienic food – taking 
the total to 35 people since 
the case of  food poisoning 
was first reported on Octo-
ber 10.

It is widely suspected 
that the source of  this ‘sus-
pected food poisoning’ is a 
popular bakery in Diphu, 
Assam. The first case was 
reported on October 10, 
when 17 people were hos-
pitalised following reports 
of  mass food-poisoning.

Most of  the victims 
reportedly share similar 
symptoms like diarrhea, 
vomiting, and high fever. 
It was also informed that 
a woman identified as 42-
year old Teyen Rengma 
has been referred to Refer-
ral Hospital, Dimapur.

Several social and stu-

dent organisations have 
condemned the turn of  
event, and has demanded 
appropriate action be tak-
en against the owner as 
well as workers of  the bak-
ery “for playing with the 
lives of  thousands people 
living in the town.”

The All India Students’ 
Association (AISA), Stu-
dents and Youth for Jus-
tice (SYJ), All Assam Stu-
dents’ Union (AASU) have 
issued a memorandum to 
the deputy commissioner 
of  Karbi Anglong, Adil 
Khan demanding imme-
diate judicial inquiry into 
the matter. They have also 
demanded that the bakery 
should be closed down till 
completion of  investiga-
tion. 

The organisations have 
also appealed the authori-
ties concerned to appoint 
a food Inspector perma-
nently in Karbi Anglong. 
According to the three 
organisations, the bakery 

involved in the incident 
should be made to pay the 
medical expenses of  all the 
victims. 

While demanding a ju-
dicial enquiry into the in-
cident, the three organisa-
tions also demanded that 
of  found guilty, the bak-
ery must be ordered close 
‘with immediate effect.’

In a separate state-
ment, the Hills Progres-
sive Youth Association 
(HPYA) has demanded 
immediate arrest of  the 
person(s) responsible for 
the tragedy. It has also de-
manded that the bakery’s 
licence be cancelled and 
the victims be compensat-
ed by the bakery. 

A case has been regis-
tered at Diphu police sta-
tion following several FIRs 
lodged by student bodies 
and social organisations. 
However, till the filing of  
this report, the police were 
yet to make any arrest. 

New Delhi/Kohima, Oct. 
13 (IANS): The National 
Investigating Agency (NIA) 
on Friday arrested three 
Nagaland government of-
ficers and a retired official 
for allegedly diverting gov-
ernment funds to various 
rebel groups, including the 
Myanmar-based National 
Socialist Council of  Naga-
land-Khaplang (NSCN-K).

"We have arrested 
three Nagaland govern-
ment officers and a retired 
government official for ex-
tortion government funds 
on behalf  of  various Naga 
rebel groups from various 
government agencies in the 
state," a top NIA official 
told IANS.

He said the agency is 
continuing with their in-
vestigation in various gov-
ernment departments and 
many of  them would be 
arrested for diverting public 
funds to various Naga rebel 
groups.

The arrested officials 
were identified as Addition-
al Director of  Agriculture 
V. Aza, Joint Director, Ir-

Staff Reporter 
Dimapur, Oct. 13 (EMN): 
A total of  168 fresh cases of  
dengue were reported over 
the last month (September) at 
in District Hospital Dimapur 
(DHD), taking the number of  
people affected by the vector-
borne disease to 62, accord-
ing to Assistant Director of  
Urban Vector Borne Disease 
Scheme (UVBDS) Kikolul 
Khieya.

Of  the 168 cases of  den-
gue, 60 affected people were 
from Dimapur, while the 
rest were patients from other 
states. Vector-borne diseases 
are reported between mid-Ju-
ly and November-end. Cases 
of  the vector-borne disease 
were reported much earlier 
this time, which experts have 
attributed to early arrival of  
the monsoon.

Dimapur district contin-
ues to have the highest case of  
dengue in the state while the 
remaining districts have zero 
record of  dengue, informed 
Khieya. Emphasising on the 
authenticity of  Elisa test – a 
test that detects and meas-
ures antibodies in the blood, 
the UVBDS assistant direc-
tor stated “without Elisa test, 
dengue cannot be confirmed 
but only suspected”. Also, he 
said one test alone will not 
confirm dengue but a suspect-
ed dengue patient need to go 
through the Elisa test, which 
is available only at DHD.  

A special machine with 
technician, a specialist and 
many other things are in-
volved for the test which pri-

vate hospitals cannot afford 
– unlike government hospi-
tals which are funded, said 
Khieya. 

He also pointed out that 
a dengue suspected patient 
should not panic but get 
ttested through Elisa test at 
DHD. 

In Metro Hospital, a pri-
vate hospital in Dimapur, 103 
suspected cases of  dengue 
were reported from August to 
October till date, out of  which 
44 tested positive. 

Immunochromatographic 
test is fairly reliable to detect 
dengue but for further confir-
mation Elisa test is vital, ac-
knowledged Metro Hospital 
Dimapur general and laparo-
scopic surgeon Dr Z Mozhui. 
On the non-availability of  Eli-
sa test in private hospitals, he 
said “we are not a specialised 
centre and with no funding 
like the government-run hos-
pitals we cannot afford it”.  
However he mentioned that if  
required a patient is referred 
to DHD for the Elisa test. 

Accounting last year’s den-
gue alarm among the people, 
Mozhui said the vector borne 
disease was fairly new which 
also got the attention of  the 
doctors and prepared them to 
combat the disease. Therefore 
this year, the doctors are more 
organised to combat and con-
trol, and create awareness. 

However he pointed out 
that this year there are more 
cases of  dengue compared to 
the previous year while the 
hospital continues to receive 
about two to three cases daily.    

New Delhi, Oct 13. (IANS): The 
Supreme Court on Friday asked 
the Centre to strike a balance be-
tween national security, economic 
interests and humanitarian con-
siderations with regard to the Ro-
hingya women and children, and 
the old, sick and infirm.

"We have to strike a balance 
between national security and eco-
nomic interests and humanitarian 
considerations" involving Rohing-
yas, said Chief  Justice Dipak Mis-
ra heading the bench also includ-
ing Justice A.M. Khanwilkar and 
Justice D.Y. Chandrachud.

Chief  Justice Misra said: "(We 
should see) How we reconcile the 
national security and economic 
interests and protection of  wom-
en, children, old, infirm, sick and 
innocent" Rohingyas and "how 
far this court can go".

Having said this, Chief  Justice 
Misra said: "As a constitutional 
court of  this country, we can't be 
oblivious of  this and simultane-
ously the executive too can't be 
oblivious of  this."

The top court said this as the 
Centre resisted its earlier observa-
tion that the government could 
take action involving Rohingyas 
where it was necessary but they 
should not be deported.

"You can take action where it 
is necessary, you will not deport 
them," the bench had said.

Additional Solicitor General 
Tushar Mehta urged the court not 
to pass any such order as it would 
have international ramifications.

In an attempt to persuade the 
court not to pass such an order, 
Mehta said: "Where there are in-

ternational obligations, we know 
our responsibility."

The court on Friday also clari-
fied that Article 21 guaranteeing 
right to life and liberty was not 
available to the citizens alone but 
all those living in India.

Article 21 lays down: "No per-
son shall be deprived of  his life or 
personal liberty except according 
to procedure established by law."

The court's observation as-
sumes significance as the Centre 
has questioned the maintainabil-
ity of  the petition by the two Ro-
hingya refugees, contending that 
they could not invoke the jurisdic-
tion of  the top court under Article 
32 seeking the protection of  their 
right to life and liberty.

As the court fixed November 
21 for the hearing of  the matter 
for two days, the court permitted 
amicus curiae Fali S. Nariman to 
approach the court in case of  any 
contingency.

Nariman, who said he was 
only concerned about the human 
rights, told the Centre: "My stand 
is human rights."

In his submission Nariman 
said the Foreigners Act that pro-
vides for the identification and de-
portation of  illegal foreign nation-
als, there are exceptions for cases 
of  Hindus, Parsis, Buddhists and 
Sikhs.

Nariman said the exceptions 
under the Foreigners Act should 
be extended to Rohingya Muslims 
and Rohingya Hindus.

The court permitted liberty to 
Nariman to knock its door in a 
contingency as Assistant Solicitor 
General Tushar Mehta raised an 

objection, saying that the matter 
was sub-judice.

Mehta was discomfited when 
the court earlier, while directing 
the next hearing on November 21, 
had said: "Needless to say that the 
matter is sub-judice."

He urged the court not to pass 
any such order as it would have 
international ramifications.

The top court was initially 
moved by one Mohammad Sal-
imullah and another Rohingya 
refugee seeking the top court's 
intervention to stop the Centre's 
moves to deport them.

However, later the court was 
moved by others supporting the 
government's stand on deporting 
them.

Mohammad Salimullah has 
told the court that they were not 
illegal immigrants but were refu-
gees who fled Myanmar and came 
to India for shelter in the wake of  
their persecution on the grounds 
of  their religion and community 
identity.

They have contended that they 
were entitled to all protection un-
der the international conventions 
on refugees and treaties.

On the other hand, the Centre 
has asked not to interfere with its 
policy decision to deport Rohing-
yas as it alleged that some of  them 
had links with Pakistan and Bang-
ladesh-based terror outfits.

"The continued stay of  Ro-
hingyas in India, apart from be-
ing absolutely illegal, is found to 
be having national security rami-
fication and has serious security 
threats," the Centre had told the 
top court.

rigation Department Hutoi 
Sema, Superintendent cum 
cashier of  Directorate of  
Fisheries Kekhriesatuo Tep 
besides Purakhu Angami, 
who retired as Director of  
Tourism.

The arrested persons 
were produced in court in 
Special NIA court at Di-
mapur and remanded to 
three days police custody 
for interrogation.

The NIA had registered 
a case at its Guwahati of-
fice following the directive 
of  the Union Home Minis-
try dated August 17, 2016.

The central investigat-
ing agency Ahad registered 
the case under various sec-
tions of  the Indian Penal 
Code, the Arms Act and 
the Drugs and Cosmetics 
Act.

During the course of  
their investigation, the NIA 
had unearthed the involve-
ment of  government of-
ficials in funding various 
Naga rebels from over 12 
state government depart-
ments.

Earlier, this year the 
NIA had arrested three 
government officials - Joint 
Director/DDO, Depart-
ment of  Social Welfare 
Tulula Pongen, Joint Di-
rector/DDO, Department 
of  Land Resources Alienba 
Pangjung Jamir and UDA/
Cashier, Department of  
Land Resources K Lashito 
Sheqi.

utilised to achieve great things 
by giving them opportunities to 
empower through knowledge 
and skill.

She informed that individu-
als and various churches and 
organisations have voluntar-
ily come forward to sponsor 
13 women vendors under this 
project, and hoped that this 
project will not be the end but a 
beginning of  something greater 

in the future.
Giving an insight into the 

life of  street vendors, Kohima 
branch coordinator of  Sister-
hood Network, Nini Lasuh 
Bendang said most of  the wom-
en are compelled to take street 
vending to provide two square 
meals to their children.

In a social-mapping carried 
by Sisterhood Network in New 
Market, Kohima, Bendang said 

there are 60 widows and many 
families affected due to alcohol-
ism where the earning of  the 
husband/male doesn’t reach 
their homes.

These circumstances, she 
maintained, forced the moth-
ers to take up street vending to 
provide for the children’s meals, 
education and other needs, and 
are also compelled to undergo 
harassment in various forms 

while carrying out their business 
on the streets.

Acknowledging the plight 
and problems faced by the 
women vendors, Kohima Mu-
nicipal Council (KMC) Admin-
istrator, Kethosituo Sekhose has 
informed that plans are in the 
pipeline to construct temporary 
vending sheds along the War 
Cemetery and southern part 
(towards the post office) of  the 
local ground.

He also informed that the 
first floor of  the building at 
Supermarket which is under 
construction will be allocated 
specifically to the local women 
vendors with the capacity to 
accommodate around 200-300 
vendors.

To provide space and fa-
cilitate the women, Sekhose 
informed that all the 19 wards 
have been directed to identify 
vacant and unused government 
buildings and lands in their ar-
eas, so that marketing sheds can 
be constructed for the women to 
carry out their businesses.

During the second session, 
women vendors were trained 
on ethical business, customer 
service, motivation session, fi-
nancial management and peer-
to-peer learning through group 
discussion by various resource 
persons.
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NEWS IN BRIEF
Mudra promotion campaign 
press conference
The Finance department has notified that there 
will be a press conference on mudra promotion 
cvampaign on Oct. 16, 2 p.m. at the conference hall 
of  the Chief  Secretary. All media personnel have 
been requested to make it convenient to attend the 
conference. The press conference is in connection 
with the mudra campaign (Financial inclusion 
camp) to be held on Oct. 17, with Minister of  State 
for HRD Upendra Kushwaha as chief  guest.

DDEO Peren adhoc employees 
Deputy District Education Officer (DDEO) has 
informed all adhoc/contingency/fixed pay/contract 
basis employees under the establishment of  DEO 
Peren who are to apply for extension of  service for 
the year 2018 to submit personal application along 
with first appointment order latest extension order, 
performance certificate and no objection certificate 
from the headmaster and SMC chairman which 
should be counter sign by any administration officer 
of  the area and submit to the office before Oct. 25 
for onward submission to the DSE. Failing which 
the school and person(s) concerned will be held 
responsible. 

DDPA convenes meeting  
Dimapur District Pensioners Association has 
convened a meeting on Oct. 23, 11 a.m. at Pensioner’ 
Office Dimapur. All the members have been 
requested to bring agendas and suggestions for the 
welfare of  the pensioners and society as warranted 
by the present socio-economic condition

Rachumi general meeting
The Rachumi of  Viswema will be holding a general 
meeting on Oct. 19, 11 a.m. at Tazwe-o Kita. The 
meeting has been called to deliberate matters related 
to the welfare of  the Rachumi community. All the 
members have been requested to attend positively.

NPROA annual general meet
The 3rd annual general meeting of  the Nagaland 
Police Retired Officers’ Association (NPROA) has 
been convened on Oct. 25, 111 a.m. at the Central 
Police Officers Mess, Chumukedima on. Election 
of  the office bearers for the session 2017-2020 will 
also be held during the meeting. All members have 
been requested to attend the meeting along with 
membership fee. Accommodation will be provided 
to officers coming from outside the state.

Panel lawyers with principal and students of Dr. Neilhouzu Kire GHSS during the launch of the legal literacy club on  Friday, Oct. 13.
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Dimapur, Oct. 13 (EMN): 
A four day 2nd Xchange 
Northeast Youth NGO 
summit got underway on 
Oct. 12 at the Pastoral 
Centre in Shillong with 
Chief  Secretary Megha-
laya Y Tsering as the chief  
guest. 

In his address, Tser-
ing encouraged the young 
NGOs participating in the 
summit not to be depended 
on others for charity and 
donation. He cited exam-
ples of  how high earning 
corporate executives and 
government servants gave 
up their jobs to start social 
work. He felt that the urge 
to work for the society is 
something very important 
that comes from within and 
hoped that the youths who 
are attending the summit 
would prove their participa-
tion fruitful as they would 
learn from each other and 
develop themselves.

The chief  secretary 
also said states in North-
east were created to meet 
the aspiration of  tribal, 
promote and protect the 
culture and traditions and 
way of  life. 

Talking about west-

ernization, Tsering said 
states like Meghalaya have 
preserved their identity 
and culture though west-
ernisation has been taking 
place. Urging the youth 
to maintain their identity, 
he said even if  just two 
or three came out of  lots, 
the movement for change 
will start. 

Tsering lamented that 
the sense of  community 
partnership and partici-
pation is gradually dy-
ing away and added that 
Northeast is failing to 
maintain the strong trib-
al traditions. He further 
encouraged youths to be 

productive and look for 
employment away from 
the usual government jobs 
and expressed hoped that 
the participanting youths 
would be the agents of  
change.

CAN Youth  Chie f  
Functionary Jenpu Rong-
mei in his key note ad-
dress said that the summit 
was about coming together 
and bringing young NGOs 
amid renowned NGOs 
with corporations to see 
the possibilities of  working 
together for the develop-
ment of  the region. He 
said the summit was started 
with the idea to bring all 

the young people who had 
started initiatives that were 
struggling with funding, 
pressure and failing.

The inaugural func-
tion also saw NGOs shar-
ing their initiatives, chal-
lenges, struggles and work 
experiences.

The summit will have 
motivational speakers and 
panelist like MP Lok Sab-
ha Varun Gandhi, Direc-
tor Youth Net Nagaland 
Lezo Putsure,  Editor of  
Eclectic Magazine Nas-
reen Habib,  Senior Jour-
nalist Partho Chakraborty, 
and OSD Meghalaya Insti-
tute of  Governance Aiban 

Dimapur, Oct. 13 (EMN): 
A three day training pro-
gramme for Livestock 
Service Providers (LSP) 
of  Tuensang and Kiphire 
district was conducted by 
ICAR-NRC on Mithun, 
Medziphema in collabora-
tion with Northeast Initia-
tive Development Agency 
(NEIDA), an initiative of  
TATA trusts from Oct. 11 
to 13 at NRCM, Medz-
iphema. 

Resource persons for 
the training were Princi-
pal Scientist Dr. N Haque, 
Principal Scientist Dr. S 
Mukherjee, Senior Scien-
tist Dr. MH Khan, Sci-
entists Dr. Jayanto Cha-
muah, Dr. Sapuni Stephen 
Hanah, and Dr. Lalcham-
liani, CTO Dr. Kezhavi-
tuo Vupru and ACTO Dr. 
Kobu Khate. 

During this training 
programme,the partici-
pants witnessed the sci-
entific rearing methods of  
mithun under semi-inten-
sive and intensive systems 
in the institute’s farm and 

Molvom village where a 
herd of  mithun is reared 
under semi-intensive sys-
tem, a new husbandry 
practice for mithun. 

The participants were 
given the oretical and 
hands-on training in vari-
ous subjects including 
breeding, restraining and 
identification, Artificial 
insemination (Al), hous-
ing management, draught 
capability, feeding and 
minerals supplementa-
tion, prospects of  proc-
essed mithun meat, health 
and preventive measures. 

In the inaugural ses-
sion, Director of  ICAR-
NRC Dr. Abhijit Mitra 
called upon the service 
providers to tap all the 
potentials of  mithun in-
cluding milk, leather and 
draught power. 

Stressing on mithun 
farming as a profitable 
enterprise he said, the 
present production sys-
tem of  mithun with some 
scientific inputs can dou-
ble the farmers’ income, 

which is one of  the talking 
points of  India agricul-
tural today. 

Dr. Vihelie Sanchu, a 
representative from NE-
IDA shared the various 
ongoing activities of  the 
agency for improvement 
of  mithun farming in the 
state.

The training conclud-
ed with distribution and 
certificate and mithun 
health calendar to partici-
pants.

A press release from 
ICAR-NRC on Mithun 
informed that one MoU 
is also going to be signed 
between ICAR-NRC on 
Mithun and NEIDA to 
work mutually in the field 
of  mithun husbandry. 

In  the  va led ic tor y 
session mithun helpline-
whataps group was also 
launched to address issues 
related to mithun farm-
ing and rearers. Mithun 
farmers are also asked to 
contact Dr. Kobu Khate 
at 8837489583 for regis-
tration. 

Dimapur, Oct. 13 (EMN): The Nagaland Board of  School Education (NBSE) has 
notified all in concerned that the following category of  repeaters in HSLC and 
HSSLC examinations, 2017 intending to appear at the ensuing HSLC and HSSLC 
examinations, 2018 to contact their institutions/centre within Oct. 20 to 6th, for 
filling up the application form according to their category: 

Category  Institution/Centre to contact
HSSLC 
1. Regular repeaters - School/college last attended 
2. Centre repeaters - Centre last appeared 
3. Improvement of  performance - School/college last attended
HSLC 
1. Needs improvement candidates  - School last attended 
2. Improvement of  performance - School last attended
3. Needs improvement candidates of   - HSLC compartmental examination
4.  Compartmental Examination  - Centre last appeared
5. Repeaters/private candidates  - HSLC Examination centre last appeared.

Dimapur, Oct. 13 (EMN): 
The Nagaland People’s 
Front (NPF) Dimapur 
division has condoled with 
the demise of  Khetovi 
Chophi, father of  NPF 
General Secretary (Admn) 
Itokhu Chophi on.

The division expressed 
sympathy and prayed for 
solace to the bereaved 
family and the departed 
soul to rest in peace.

Dimapur, Oct. 13 (EMN): The 
Government of  the People’s Repub-
lic of  Nagalim (GPRN) is saddened 
by the untimely demise of  “Deputy 
Kilonser, Ministry of  Art, Culture 
and Tourism” D Rengshel Lam-
kang, on Oct. 13 at Thamlapokpi 
village, Chandel district after a 
prolong illness. 

A condolence message,from 
cabinet secretary to the GPRN DG 
Robert stated “Lamkang joined 
the national service on March 15, 
1987 AD. Since then, he had been 
serving the Naga nation whole-
heartedly in various capacities with 
utmost sincerity and dedication 
given his all for the nation till he 
breathed his last.”

The GPRN said he was one of  
the senior most national workers 
who underwent untold sufferings 
in different events of  the nation and 
had exhibited honesty and truthful-
ness throughout his services which 
inspires all. 

While lamenting over the irrepara-
ble loss, the GPRN expressed that his 
steadfast commitment to the sacred 
cause and unwavering in his national 
principles shall ever be cherished with 
pride and honour. 

At this hour of  grief  and sor-
row, the nation extended its deep-
est and heartfelt sympathy to the 
bereaved family and prayed to the 
Almighty for the departed soul to 
rest in peace.

Dimapur, Oct. 13 (EMN): Nagaland 
State Legal Services Authority (NSLSA) 
initiated the launch of  the first ‘Legal 
Literacy Club’ in the state among the 
schools at Dr. Neilhouzu Kire Govern-
ment Higher Secondary School Kohima 
on Oct. 13. 

Highlighting on what the club is about 
Panel Lawyer of  Kohima District Legal 
Services Authority (KDLSA) Sanjib Rana 
said the club has been set up for the wel-
fare of  students in particular and for the 
society at large. He further advised the 
students not to give wrong advice without 
knowing and that one should be careful 

while using the internet based social net-
working sites.

Panel Lawyer of  KDLSA Nulhuvolu 
Rhakho while speaking on the role of  
para-legal volunteers said PLVs are engage 
to ensure legal aid to people especially the 
weaker sections of  the society. She also 
mentioned that PLVs are like a bridge 
between the court and common people.

Rhakho informed that PLVs are ex-
pected to assist the Panel Lawyers in 
Legal Aid Clinics as well as the concerned 
district front office. She appraised that 
PLVs can also visit police stations, jails, 
psychiatric hospitals, children homes and 

observation homes.
Principal of  the school Bijano gave a 

note of  gratitude to the panel lawyers for 
inducting legal literacy club in the school.

Panel Lawyer of  NSLSA Khriesinuo 
Kire said Dr. Neilhouzu Kire GHSS was 
the first among the schools in Kohima 
district to have a Legal Literacy Club. The 
club badges were also distributed to the 
students to create awareness.

Meanwhile, Peren District Legal Serv-
ices Authority (PDLSA) conducted an es-
say competition on the topic Child Rights 
at Government Higher Secondary School, 
Peren Town on Oct. 12.

Dimapur, Oct. 13 (EMN): 
State Agricultural Manage-
ment and Extension Train-
ing Institute (SAMETI) 
organised three day training 
program on “Climate resil-
ient agriculture: Approach-
es & practices” for ATMA 
functionaries at SAMETI, 
Medziphema from Oct. 
10 to 12. Welcoming the 
participants, Director SA-
METI Dr. I Amenla Jamir 
stressed on the importance 
of  creating awareness and 
finding means of  tackling 
the challenges posed by cli-
mate change on agriculture 
and allied sectors in the 
present scenario. She there-
fore, urged the participants 
to partake in the training 
with utmost sincerity and 
participation. 

The training course cov-
ered topics on all agri and 
allied disciplines viz. cli-
mate change and its impact 
on agriculture-issues and 
strategies, water manage-
ment in agriculture-as a 
means of  counteracting 
the climate related con-
strains, conservation agri-
culture –issues and prac-
tices in context to climate 
change, integrated farming 

system-its relevance under 
changing climate scenar-
io, weather forecasting-its 
significance in agriculture 
under climate change sit-
uation, climate resilient 
practices for scientific pig 
and poultry farming, hor-
ticulture  based farming 
system –its importance 
in the context of  climate 
change, integrated disease 
management options under 
climate change scenario, 
soil health management-its 
significance under climate 
change scenario, manage-
ment in livestock farming 
under climate change sce-
nario, post harvest manage-
ment –its importance under 
climate change scenario, 
protected cultivation –its 
significance under climate 
change scenario, scientific 
pisiculture under climate 
change scenario, crops and 
cultivars in the context of  
climate change. 

Resource persons for 
the training program were 
Joint Director of  ICAR 
Dr. D J Rajkhowa, Senior 
Scientist (Agronomy)Dr. 
Lohit K Baishya, Scientist 
(Agricultural Extension) 
Dr. Romen Sharma, Scien-

Dimapur, Oct. 13 (EMN): The 
Pughoboto Sub-Division Plan-
ning& Development Board (DPDB) 
monthly meeting was held under 
the Vice Chairman of  SDPDB and 
ADC, Pughoboto Avelu Ruho at the 
Customary Court hall on Oct. 13.

After reviewing the last meet-
ing minutes, the house deliberated 
on various agendas including re-
pair and restoration/maintenance 
of  roads from LADP. Executive 

engineer, PWD, Pughoboto was 
assigned to check on the loopholes 
under LADP. 

The chairman apprised LADP 
committees of  various programmes 
implemented under the LADP, urg-
ing them to see to its proper imple-
mentation.

On the issue of  water supply 
to Mishelimi, the house entrusted 
SDO, PHE to find reliable source 
and submit the report at earliest. 

The house also deliberated on 
water supply connection to PHC, 
Pughoboto. 

The board also constituted five 
teams for the new ‘Clean Pugh-
oboto verification.’ The team will 
visit 24 villages and award Rs. 5 
lakhs to the villages under LADP 
(2017-18).

Ruho later informed members 
to submit their articles for LADP 
publication within the same week.

Swer, Director (Programs) 
National Foundation for 
India Monica Banerjee,  
Senior Journalist & Expert 
on India-Myanmar issue 
Bidhayak Das, Editor The 
Northeast Today Pradyot 
Manikya Deb Barman, 
Rosanna from Impulse 
NGO Network and Man-
aging Editor of  The North 
East Today Shweta Raj 
Kumar.

The summit will con-
clude on Oct. 15, with 
Member of  Parliament, 
Lok Sabha Gaurav Gogoi. 

Assistant Chief  Func-
tionary Levi V Sumi in 
a press release informed 
that the Summit was start-
ed last year in Dimapur to 
bring Non-Governmen-
tal Organizations in the 
Northeast that have been 
initiated and started by 
young people. 

It provides a platform 
for these NGOs to pitch 
their initiatives and to dis-
cuss current challenges in 
the society. The summit is 
also aimed at connecting 
major youth leadership 
development organiza-
tions in a substantive open 
space.

tist (Spices, Plantation, Me-
dicinal & Aromatic plants 
Dr. Azeze Seyie, Scientist 
(Plant Pathology Dr. Raje-
sha G, Scientist (Horticul-
ture Vegetable Science) 
Dr. Aabon W Yanthan, 
Scientist (Plant Breeding 
& Genetics Dr. Harendra 
Verma, Scientist (Fisheries 
Resource Management) 
Dr. Jyotish Barman, Pro-
gramme Coordinator, KVK 
Dimapur Dr. Anamika 
Sharma, Chief  Technical 

Officer, KVK Dimapur 
James Kikon, Assistant, 
Assistant Chief  Technical 
Officer, KVK Dimapur Dr. 
Ebibeni Ngully and Lec-
turer IETC& team member 
NHBM Bodevi Shuya. 

In her valedictory ad-
dress, Director of  SAMETI 
expressed that farmers are 
facing the brunt of  climate 
change and it is the duty 
of  functionaries to make 
farmers aware of  it and 
its impact on them. She 

encouraged the trainees 
to emphasise on ‘climate 
smart agriculture’ where 
sustainable productivity, 
adaptation and mitigation 
are taken into considera-
tion for increasing produc-
tion, reduce short-term risk 
and reduce and/or remove 
greenhouse gas emission. 
She also asked the trainees 
to encourage participation 
of  women farmers in deci-
sion making as they play a 
major role in farming. 

“Unless farmers partici-
pate or understand climate 
change, what they have 
learned will be of  no use 
and hence, encouraged the 
trainees to give their best 
and carry the knowledge to 
farmers for their benefit,” 
she added

The training program 
concluded with distribution 
of  certificates and training 
handout to the trainees by 
Vice-Principal of  IETC Dr. 
Watimongla Jamir.
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programme on DDU-GKY in Wokha on October 13. 
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Rev. Vitoho Swu and legislators SI Jamir and Tovihoto Ayemi along with elders of the colony at the unveiling of the 
jubilee monolith on October 13.

E-Roll Observer for Wokha district and commissioner-secretary of 
Industries and Commerce, N Hushile Sema (3rd from right) during the 
training of BLOs in Wokha on October 13.

Chief Secretary’s conference hall, Kohima, on October 13.

State to implement computerised land record Youth advised to upgrade skill

MCD to regulate Muslim 
community in Dimapur

Sema Tilla colony observes silver jubilee

Observer urges BLOs to be diligent

Dimapur, Oct. 13 
(EMN): Land Patta 
Management System 
(LaPaMS), a software 
programme for compu-
terisation of  land record 
for Nagaland, was inau-
gurated by the chief  secre-
tary Pankaj Kumar in his 
office’s conference hall, 
Kohima, on October 13. 

The inauguration pro-
gramme was jointly or-
ganised by NIC Nagaland 
and Land Revenue De-
partment. 

Speaking at inaugural 
function, Kumar said La-
PaMS will be implement-
ed in Dimapur as a pilot 
district. He also added 
that there is a huge chal-
lenge ahead as the same 
will be implemented in 
the remaining districts. 
He congratulated NIC 

Dimapur, Oct. 13 (EMN): Considering the 
mushrooming of  Pangajana masjids, which are 
temporary in nature, Muslim Council Dimapur 
(MCD) has unanimously decided to regulate ex-
istence of  such committees.

The decision to this effect was taken in a 
joint meeting of  all Jame Masjids (permanent) 
and Pangajana Masjids (temporary) committees 
convened by the Muslim Council Dimapur on 
September 17. It was decided that verification 
and registration would be done to assess whether 
proper norms of  a masjid are being followed. 
The verified pangajanas would then be attached 
to their respective area Jame Masjids for proper 
coordination.

In this connection, Ahidur Rahman, MCD 
working president, appealed to the land own-
ers within Dimapur district not to rent or lease 
out their land to any group or individuals to set 
up any Pangajana masjids without its consent. 
MCD also sought the cooperation of  the district 
administration, GBs and all concerned in its his-
toric step to streamline the community.

It was also resolved that the Imams (priests) 
of  such temporary prayer houses should get 
proper verification before he is appointed at those 
pangajanas. MCD also decided to convene more 
of  such meetings to discuss matters which would 
help regulate and streamline the Muslim commu-
nity in Dimapur.

Meanwhile, MCD appealed to all Muslims to 
cooperate with the directives of  the Deputy Com-
missioner, Dimapur, for proper registration in dif-
ferent colonies in Dimapur and Chumukidema. 
MCD had in 2012 appealed to the State govern-
ment for verification of  migrants of  all commu-
nities and also submitted a memorandum to the 
State Governor in 2015 for the same.

Dimapur, Oct. 13 (EMN): 
Sema Tilla Colony, Dimapur, 
has observed its silver jubi-
lee on October 13 with the 
presence of  Advisor Urban 
Development, SI Jamir, and 
Parliamentary Secretary for 
Irrigation and Flood Control, 
Tovihoto Ayemi. 

Senior pastor of  Dimapur 
Sumi Baptist Church, Rev. S 
Vitoshe Swu, who unveiled 
the jubilee monolith, dedicat-
ed the souvenir and invoked 
jubilee blessing by reading 
out scriptures (Isaiah 35:7-10) 
from the Holy Bible.

Greeting the gathering, SI 
Jamir lauded the pioneers of  
the colony stating that it was 

because of  their sacrifice and 
hard work, residents are able 
to celebrate a jubilee today.

Stressing on the need of  
clean election, he called upon 
the people to support the clean 
election campaign by the 
NBCC. Stating that corrup-
tion has become rampant in 
the Naga society, he was of the 
view that the same could be con-
tained when the election system 
is thoroughly cleaned up. 

He also talked about the 
need to have an elected body 
for urban local bodies to ena-
ble the centre to release funds. 

Exhorting the gathering, 
Tovihoto called upon the resi-
dents to reflect upon the true 

meaning of  a jubilee and to 
forgive each other’s shortcom-
ings and to take the commu-
nity forward in the larger in-
terest of  the colony. 

Stating that 25 years was 
only a foundation for more ju-
bilees to come, he wished that 
the blessing of  the jubilee be 
upon all the members of  the 
colony.

Vihoshe Kini, GB of the 
colony, delivered welcome 
address while Khehuto Kiba, 
former chairman of  the col-
ony council, shared a brief  
history of  the colony. K Ki-
nilimi, chairperson of  Sema 
Tilla Council, proposed vote 
of  thanks.

Dimapur, Oct. 13 (EMN): 
Commissioner-secretary of  
Industries and Commerce 
and electoral roll observ-
er for Wokha district, N 
Hushile Sema, has urged 
the Booth Level Officers 
(BLOs) to be diligent in 
their roles and responsibili-
ties as she said success of  
the electioneering process 
in the district as well as the 
State will largely depend 
on their performances.

She said this at the 
training of  BLOs for two 
constituencies namely 37 
Tiyi and 38 Wokha for 
special summary revi-
sion 2018 in the office of  
Deputy Commissioner on 
October 13. The training is 
being conducted for inclu-
sion of  new voters between 
the ages of  18 to 21 years. 

Hushile Sema ex-
pressed happiness to know 
that 90 percent of  the BLOs 
in the country as well as in 

Nagaland for developing 
the software. 

He urged the district 

administration and land 
revenue department to 
collaborate closely for 

successful implementa-
tion of  the project. He ex-
pressed the need to have a 

platform where NIC can 
express its infrastructural 
needs to other depart-
ments like power and con-
nectivity. He further added 
that the State government 
will provide necessary as-
sistance to land revenue 
department.

The software will be 
implemented in all the 
deputy commissioner’s 
offices in the State. It is 
a web based application 
which can be accessed 
from any location where 
there is NICNET connec-
tivity of  NIC. 

The software will fa-
cilitate automatic update of  
land records and expedite 
the office functioning and 
also maintain transparency.

NIC made a detail pow-
erpoint presentation on 
how to operate LaPaMS.

Our Correspondent
Wokha, Oct. 13 (EMN): 
Nagaland State Rural Live-
lihoods Mission (NSRLM) 
today conducted a sensiti-
sation programme on Deen 
Dayal Upadhyaya (DDU-
GKY) “Kaushal Panjee” 
at VDBs’ union conference 
hall, Wokha.

Speaking on the oc-
casion, Tsenlumi Ezung, 
BDO Chukitong Block, 
said the government has 
targeted young people be-
tween 18 to 35 years in 
rural area to upgrade their 
skill and make them exper-
tise in their respective cho-
sen field. She added that 

the present government has 
targeted 500 million youth 
to be trained by 2022 in 
making India the skill capi-
tal of  the world.

Nchumthung Ngul-
lie, DRDA project officer, 
Wokha, encouraged the 
participants to streamline 
ones skills and interest of  
work as the government 
has taken up initiative to 
make the youth of  the 
country employable. He 
advised the youth to iden-
tify their potentials and 
nurture them to profes-
sion. Highlighting that life 
is a challenge, he said one 
has to be self  dependent 

and employable.
Visakono Chadi, SPM 

Skills- SMMU, shared a 
presentation on DDU-
GKY, where she remind-
ed the youth to cultivate 
“work culture.” Lament-
ing loss of  work culture 
among the Nagas, she said 
non-Nagas have come to 
dominate in every eco-
nomic activity. 

Stating that “sincerity, 
dedication, and honesty” 
can only bring achieve-
ment in life, she advised the 
participants to go for the 
courses offered by the gov-
ernment to broaden their 
minds and apply those 
works and skills in the state 
after completing 3, 6 and 9 
months.

Sentiyatet, master 
trainer of  Kaushal Panjee, 
handed over the applica-
tion forms to the partici-
pants.

The programme was 
chaired by Samuel Kithan 
Assistant District Pro-
gramme manager, while 
invocation was said by 
Nchumbeni Ezung, DEO. 
Nzanbemo Y Patton, 
Block Programme Man-
ager, Chukitong, delivered 
the vote of  thanks.

the State are teachers, who 
constitute backbone of  the 
nation in terms of  spread-
ing knowledge and for suc-
cessful implementation of  
electioneering process of  
the country.

DEO and DC, Wokha, 
Wezope Kenye, was con-
fident that all the BLOs 
are well equipped and ac-
quainted in their role and 

responsibilities and added 
that the district is ready to 
face the forthcoming state 
assembly election.

Kenye also said that 
special campaign with 
Booth Level Agents of  po-
litical parties for receiving 
claims and objectives at 
their respective polling sta-
tions will be conducted on 
October 14 and 28.
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Project to beautify 
Brahmaputra riverfront mooted 

Manipur HC orders 
compensation to mother 
of ‘fake encounter’ victim

Arunachal Assembly pays 
tribute to departed leaders

World Hospice and Palliative 
Care Day celebrated in Ghy.

Arunachal Pradesh government calls for 
border villages’ development

Guwahati Theatre Festival 
to begin from November 1

Arms and ammunition 
recovered in Mizoram 

Assam govt. will rejuvenate 
Barak river — Sonowal

wages for loading/unloading
KCP (Noyon) cadre 
apprehended by Assam rifles

Festival to popularise science opens in Assam on Oct. 14

Guwahati, Oct. 13 (PTI):  A ma-
jor beautification project along the 
Brahmaputra riverfront has been 
mooted by the Guwahati Smart 
City Development Agency Limited 
(GSCDAL), an official release said 
here today.

Once implemented, the river-
front will have an esplanade for 
people to walk for recreational 
purpose with sitting provision, 
night illumination, facility for 
cycling, leisurely sightseeing and 
high-thrill rides by speedboats 
and jetties for sea planes to take 

off.
The proposed project has been 

designed by Tata Consultancy 
Services in partnership with a Neth-
erlands-based firm after thorough 
hydrological study of the river, the 
release said.

The agency office bearers made 
a presentation before Chief Minis-
ter Sarbananda Sonowal on the pro-
posed beautification project of  the 
5.2-km stretch of the Brahmaputra 
river from Rajbhawan to Kamakhya 
in a comprehensive and sustainable 
manner.

The Chief  Minister asked the 
agency to prepare the detailed 
project reflecting the cultural herit-
age of the state.

“The Brahmaputra riverfront 
in Guwahati holds tremendous po-
tential to boost tourism in the state. 
The beautification project should be 
aesthetically appealing and reflect 
the cultural heritage of Assam in its 
work,” he said.

Sonowal also asked GSCDAL 
to include provisions for prayer 
and festival plaza, perennial water 
channel along the bank and jetties 

for sea planes to take off  in the 
project.

He added that the beautification 
work should not disturb the normal 
course of the river.

Deputy Commissioner, Kam-
rup (Metro), who is also the Man-
aging Director of  GSCDAL, M 
Angamuthu while apprising the 
Chief  Minister about the develop-
ment of  the initiative informed that 
a master plan for the project has 
already been prepared and survey 
and feasibility study have also been 
completed.

Imphal, Oct. 13 (IANS): 
The High Court of  Ma-
nipur has ordered the state 
government to pay Rs 5 
lakh as solatium to the 
mother of  Naoba Ngang-
bam, the victim of  a 2009 
“fake encounter”.

Meihoubam Rakesh, 
director of  Human Rights 
Law Network, Manipur, 
told IANS on Friday that 
the court directed the Ma-
nipur government to pay 
the compensation since 
the accused were person-
nel of  the state’s police. 

Rakesh, who is also a 
practising lawyer, said, “On 
the night of May 6, 2009 a 
police commando team led 
by Sub Inspector L. Bedajit 
raided the house of a youth 
identified as Naoba Ngang-

bam of  Uripok in Imphal 
west district. 

“He was led away and 
later it was stated that he 
was killed in an encounter. 
The commandos main-
tained that the deceased was 
a member of  an outlawed 
insurgent group,” he said.

However, Kamalini 
Ngangbam, mother of  the 
deceased, filed a petition 
on March 31, 2010 with 
the High Court praying for 
justice. 

The High Court or-
dered the District and Ses-
sions Court judge, Imphal 
East, to make inquiry. The 
judge’s report was that the 
overpowered youth was 
killed without mercy. 

On the basis of  the 
judge’s report, the High 

Court on Thursday or-
dered the Manipur gov-
ernment to make the in-
terim payment. 

The Supreme Court is 
looking into the cases of  
1,528 alleged victims of  
fake encounters in insur-
gency-afflicted Manipur. 

The apex court had se-
lected six cases randomly 
for inquiry and found that 
these were cases of  custo-
dial deaths. 

One Supreme Court 
justice wanted to know 
h o w  A z a d  K h a n ,  a 
12-year-old student, could 
have been a terrorist. He 
was gunned down in the 
presence of  parents and 
villagers by a combined 
team of  state and central 
forces.Itanagar, Oct. 13 (PTI): 

The Arunachal Pradesh 
Legislative Assembly to-
day paid tribute to two 
former members and a 
sitting member who died 
recently.

S p e a k e r  T  N o r b u 
Thongdok recalled the 
contributions made by the 
legislators for the develop-
ment of  the state. Term-
ing the then Health and 
Family Welfare Minister 
Jomde Kena, who died at 
Guwahati on September 4 
after a prolonged illness at 
the age of  52, Thongdok 
said he was a public figure 
of  eminence and his death 
had created a void in the 
state s political circle.

The Speaker also re-
membered the 59-year-
old Jully Siji who died 

on May 16 this year. In 
1984, he was nominated 
to the Legislative As-
sembly as MLA from the 
Puroik Community and 
was instrumental in re-
grouping Puroik villages 
of  Maching and Jiping 
and contributed largely 
in bringing awareness on 
social issues.

Thongdok recalled the 
contribution of  former 
deputy speaker Tadik Ch-
ije who died on October 9 
after a prolonged illness. 
He was 63.

Taking par t  in  the 
discussion, Chief  Min-
ister Pema Khandu said 
that the sudden demise 
of  Jomde Kena, who as 
a member of  Team Aru-
nachal had just started to 
bring reforms in the health 

department, is a bolt from 
nowhere.

In his  demise,  our 
state has lost a seasoned 
politician and I have lost 
an elder brother,  who 
was more than a friend, 
Khandu said.

K h a n d u  a l s o  a n -
nounced to name an insti-
tution in Kena s memory.

The chief  minister 
termed Chije as a down-
to-earth person and also 
recalled the contribution 
of  Jully Siji who worked 
for the welfare of  the 
Puroik community.

Most of  the MLAs 
also participated in the 
obituary reference. Later, 
the House observed two 
minutes silence as a mark 
of  respect to the departed 
souls.

Itanagar, Oct. 13 (PTI): Arunachal 
Pradesh Governor Brig. (Retd) Dr B 
D Mishra today called for a composite 
package for infrastructure development 
along the borders of  the state.

Arunachal Pradesh is a border state 
sharing its boundary with Bhutan, China 
and Myanmar and there is an urgent 
need to focus on development of  socio-
economic infrastructure in the border 
villages, a Raj Bhawan communique 
quoted Mishra as saying.“People of these 
villages serve a vital purpose of keeping the 
border intact,” he said.

Referring to the internal security 
problems in the eastern part of  the state, 
the governor emphasised on the need 

for focus on developmental activities in 
those areas.

“To shun away the dual menace of  
opium consumption and induction of  
unemployed youth in insurgent groups, 
there is a requirement of  a comprehen-
sive package for development of  the 
three districts of  Tirap, Changlang and 
Longding,” Mishra stressed.

He advocated setting up of  entrepre-
neurship development centres in each 
district to facilitate start-ups.

Stating that Itanagar is the only 
capital which is not on the air route map 
of  the country, the governor called for 
ensuring effective air connectivity in the 
state at the earliest.

Guwahat i ,  Oct .  13 
(PTI):  Shabana Azmi, 
Rajat Kapoor, Vinay 
Pathak, Ranveer Shorey 
and Arundhati Nag are 
scheduled to participate 
in the second edition of  
the Guwahati Theatre 
Festival beginning from 
November 1.

Festival chairman 
Sunit Jain said today 
that the event aims to 
provide a platform to 
world-class performing 
groups to showcase their 
productions before a 
new audience in the re-
gion.Quasar Thakore 
Padamsee s  ‘Mother 
Courage and Her Chil-
dren’, featuring veter-
an theatre personality 
Arundhati Nag, will be 
staged on the opening 
day, Jain said.

Five acclaimed plays 
will be presented at the 
theatre fest ival  from 
November 1 to 5.‘Bro-
ken Images’, featuring 
Shabana Azmi, writ-
ten by Girish Karnad 
and directed by Alyquee 
Padamsee will be staged 
on the second day.

The festival will also 
present two plays based 
on Shakespeare’s works, 

‘What s Done is Done 
(Macbeth)’ and ‘Piya Be-
hrupia (Twelfth Night)’ by 
two leading theatre pro-
duction houses of  Mum-
bai. 

‘The Gentleman s 
Club’, a take on leg-
endary actor Shammi 
Kapoor s colourful life 
during the 70s, will be 
another highlight of  the 
festival.

This festival will pro-
vide learning opportuni-
ties to the youth through 
workshops and interac-
tions with visiting ex-
perts who are globally 
acknowledged person-
alities in theatre, Festival 
director Asha Kuthari 
Chaudhuri said.

This edition of  the 
festival will feature per-
formances by various col-
lege-based theatre groups 
from the city who have 
been shortlisted after a 
round of  nominations 
and auditions, she said.

The festival is being 
organised by the weekly 
tabloid GPlus in associa-
tion with Apollo Hospi-
tals and supported by 
Vodafone, Indian Oil, 
Ballantine s and Has-
takshar.

Aizawl, Oct. 13 (PTI):  A huge cache of  arms and ammuni-
tion was recovered from a jungle by security forces from a hut 
near Sabualtlang village in Lawngtlai district of  Mizoram, a 
police report said today.

The recovered arms and weapons were two AK-47 assault 
rifles, one 1.9 mm carbine, one 1.22 rifle, 14 magazines of  dif-
ferent kinds of  guns, 674 rounds of  live ammunition and 36 
detonators.They also recovered two sets of  wireless equip-
ment and a compass.The operation was jointly launched 
by Mizoram police and Assam Rifles on Wednesday, the 
report said.

Police suspected that the arms were hidden by Myan-
marese insurgent groups operating in the area.

Guwahati, Oct. 13 (PTI):  
The Assam government 
will rejuvenate the Barak 
river as it has the potential 
to revitalise trade and com-
merce with Bangladesh and 
Myanmar, Chief  Minister 
Sarbananda Sonowal said.

Developing the river as 
a major channel for water 
transport will help improve 
trade with the neighbouring 
countries, the chief  min-
ister said yesterday before 
completion of  his two-day 
visit to the valley.

“The state government 
is committed to meet all 
challenges posed by the 

river and channelise it to act 
as a catalyst for sustainable 
development”, he said.The 
festival was scheduled to be 
held from November 18 to 
20 next and would show-
case Barak Valley s rich art, 
culture, trade and tourism.

During Namami Barak 
festival, creations of  Rab-
indra Nath Tagore, music 
composer and singer Bhu-
pen Hazarika, poet Nazrul 
Islam and folk singer He-
manga Biswas would be 
showcased and through this 
the bond of  unity would be 
strengthened in the state, 
he said. 

Guwahati, Oct. 13 (PTI):  
The Assam government has 
fixed the minimum wages 
for workers employed in 
loading and unloading in the 
entire state.

The Labour Welfare De-
partment has issued a notifi-
cation fixing the minimum 
rate of  wages in different 
categories, a release said.

A decision to this effect 

was taken after taking into 
considerations the recom-
mendation of a committee 
constituted on June 22, 2015 
and recommendation of the 
Advisory Board constituted 
on July 12, 2017. 

In addition to the fixed 
minimum wages, the work-
ers/ employees shall be en-
titled to Variable Dearness 
Allowance.

Dimapur, Oct. 13 (EMN): The 12 Assam Rifles of 26 Sector 
Assam Rifles under the aegis of IGAR (South) apprehended 
KCP (Noyon) cadre on Oct. 12 at PVCP, Khudengthabi, 
Tengnoupal District, informed in a press note.

It further stated that, on Oct. 12., at around 4 pm, an in-
dividual named Damu s/o Late Madhumangol, age 38 years 
of Uripok, Imphal was travelling in maruti van from Moreh 
to Imphal and was moving suspiciously and was questioned 
at PVCP, Khudengthabi. The individual thereafter was de-
tained at PVCP, Khudengthabi, on questioning individual 
confessed that he is an active cadres of KCP (Noyon) , hewas 
handed over to Police Station Moreh.

Guwahati, Oct. 13 (PTI):  
A two-day festival opens 
here tomorrow to take sci-
ence to the people and out of  
the confines of  classrooms 
and journals, an organiser 
said.

The festival -- ‘Rever-
berations: We are Science 
Communicators’ -- seeks 
to popularise science while 
igniting young minds, Ratna 
Bharali Talukdar, the execu-
tive editor of a bilingual web 
magazine which has organ-
ised the event, said.

“Scientists and science 
teachers have the expertise 
in explaining the rudiments 
of science but these often re-
main limited to classrooms, 
journals, workshops and 

laboratories and seldom 
reach the masses,” Talukdar 
told PTI.

She said the festival, or-
ganised by ‘NEZINE ME-
DIA, aimed at encouraging 
the youth to take to science 
communication.

The multi-venue science 
communication festival is 
for students of schools, col-
leges and universities in As-
sam and other northeastern 
states.

“We hope the festival 
will bring forth science com-
municators who can play the 
crucial role of  utilising the 
space in traditional media, 
the convergent media and 
the new media to bridge the 
gap between the scientific 

community and the masses 
and leverage media tools to 
popularise science and pro-
mote a scientific tempera-
ment,” Talukdar added.

Among the highlight of  
the festival are talks by sound 
designer Amrit Pritam on 
‘Science of  Sound and its 
use in communication’ and 
by population activist Ilias 
Ali on ‘Population explo-
sion and the role of media’ 
and skill development work-
shops on photography, digit-
al media and video making.

Edugenie, a Guwahati-
based education start-up 
established by a team of IIT 
Guwahati alumni, which 
provides hands-on learning 
solutions through an in-

novative technology-based 
environment, will organise 
puzzles and science shows 
while the Amateur Radio 
Society of Assam will hold 
a programme on the use of  
ham radios.

Under the segment ‘Sci-
ence Communication on 
Wheels’, a van with resource 
persons, science communi-
cation material and exhibits 
will also travel to different 
places in Assam from Oc-
tober 20 to connect with 
students.

The festival has been 
organised with the support 
of  the Assam Skill Devel-
opment Mission, Oil India 
Limited and Numaligarh 
Refinery Limited.

Dimapur, Oct.13 (EMN): 
Dr. B Borooah Cancer Insti-
tute celebrated World Hos-
pice & Palliative Care Day 
today. During this occasion 
the Institute planned a live 
event of continuous painting 
for two days named “Con-
tinuous painting on Canvas” 
from Oct.12 to 13th , inform 
in a press note.

It further stated that, 
final year students of Govt. 
College of Arts and Crafts, 
Guwahati have participated 
in the program. Altogether 
7 paintings have been com-
pleted by them with themes 
related to Cancer disease. 
Later the paintings were 
auctioned to raise funds for 
the poor and needy cancer 
patients of Assam.

Dr A C Kataki, Director 
of  Dr B Borooah Cancer 

Institute, highlighted the 
importance of  palliative 
care service for the cancer 
patients of  North-Eastern 
states. 

He insisted that gen-
eral people can help the 
cancer patients in various 
ways like orientation, refer-
ring, awareness, monitoring 
compliance of  treatment, 
counseling the patients etc. 

A short course is avail-
able in the Institute for gen-
eral people who want to 
volunteer for the betterment 
of the patients.

 Earlier, Dr K Bhaga-
bati, In charge of Palliative 
Medicine Department has 
delivered the welcome ad-
dress to the guests.  Tarun 
Sonowal, Social Worker of  
the department offered the 
vote of thanks, it added.

MIRROR CROSSWORD 1620SUD0KU 1460
Every Sudoku has a unique solution that can be 
reached logically. Enter numbers into the blank 
spaces so that each row, column and 3x3 box 
contains the numbers 1 to 9.

ACROSS
 1. Outbuilding
 5. Trades
 10. Monster
 14. Yachting cap
 15. Dimwit
 16. An old spelling of “True”
 17. Colored part of an eye
 18. Snakelike
 20. 10-sided polygon
 22. Cleaning device
 23. Uncooked
 24. Gangs
 25. Rattlesnake
 32. Bay window
 33. A giant with 100 eyes  

(Greek mythology)
 34. Liveliness
 37. Valuable metal
 38. Clever
 39. Lunch or dinner
 40. N N N N
 41. Habitual practice
 42. Crown
 43. In a purposeless manner
 45. Excuse
 49. Buffoon
 50. Deep purplish red
 53. Enraged
 57. Responsibility
 59 . Govern
 60. Midday
 61. Coming and _____
 62. Feudal worker
 63. Hot rum drink
 64. Malice
 65. Sun 

 DOWN
 1. Slip
 2. Not there
 3. Sweeping story
 4. Rendered weaponless
 5. Renounce
 6. Biblical garden

 7. What we breathe
 8. Cuts off
 9. Goulash
 10. Aquatic mammal
 11. Complain
 12. Regenerate
 13. Decorative jugs
 19. They hold up 

heads 
 21. Jail (British)
 25. Venician magstrate
 26. Weightlifters pump 

this

 27. Afflicts
 28. A type of small
      mammal
 29. Boasts
 30. Yes
 31. Slice
 34. Legumes
 35. Nobleman
 36. Participate in games
 38. South southeast
 39. Fails to 

detonate 
 41. Utilizing

 42. Rip
 44. Lollygag
 45. Amidst
 46. Work hard
 47. Snow house
 48. Existence
 51. Labels
 52. At the peak of
 53. Typeface
 54. Dethrone
 55. Forearm bone
 56. Clairvoyant
 58. 3 in Roman numerals
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SOLUTIONS TO CROSSWORD 1619



5STATE / BUSINESS
EASTERN MIRROR  |  Dimapur, Saturday, October 14, 2017

Reliance Jio’s Q2 revenue from 
operations at Rs 6,147 crore

General Manger (Cr & Rvy), Bendangnungsang speaking at the Financial Literarcy Awareness for the 
cooperative societies at DC’s conference hall, Longleng on October 10.

Yimchungru dance troupe presenting cultural dance on the occasion of ESM rally conducted by Assam Rifles in Tuensang town on October 10.

Slowdown effect of GST, note 
ban has played out: Jaitley

 Gold loses lustre on muted 
demand, silver slides moreAR conducts ESM rally held in Tuensang

KTPO appreciates contractor

Longleng citizens sensitised 
on financial literacy

APC appeals for good roads 

Mumbai, Oct. 13 (IANS): 
Reliance Jio, the wholly-
owned subsidiary of  Reli-
ance Industries Limited 
(RIL), posted standalone 
revenue from operations 
of  Rs 6,147 crore for the 
second quarter (July-Sep-
tember) of  2017-18, the 
company said here on Fri-
day.

The subscriber base of  
the company as on Sep-
tember 30, 2017 stood at 
138.6 million. Net sub-
scriber addition during 
the quarter was at 15.3 
million.

Total wireless data traf-
fic during the quarter was 

Washington, Oct. 13 (IANS): Finance 
Minister Arun Jaitley on Friday said the 
slowdown effect of  demonetisation and 
GST roll-out on the Indian economy has 
played out and the country’s growth is now 
headed towards being more balanced and 
sustainable.

“The Indian economy is poised for 
strong, sustainable and balanced growth 
backed by the government’s strong focus on 
implementing structural reforms. 

“There is clear evidence now that slow-
down effect of  demonetisation and GST 
has now more or less played out,” Jaitley 
said at an interactive seminar here on ‘India 
Opportunity’ organised by the Federation 
of  Indian Chambers of  Commerce and 
Industry (Ficci).

“The implementation of  the Goods 
and Services Tax (GST) from July 1 and its 

gradual complete transition, follow-up to 
demonetisation and enacting other struc-
tural reforms by the government would 
take the economy towards higher growth 
trajectory,” he added.

Jaitley is currently on a one-week of-
ficial tour to Washington D.C. to attend 
the annual meetings of  the International 
Monetary Fund (IMF) and the World Bank 
and other associated meetings. 

He is accompanied by Reserve Bank of  
India Governor Urjit Patel and Economic 
Affairs Secretary Subhash Chandra Garg.

The Finance Minister spoke on the bold 
reforms carried out in India which now 
have created impressive opportunities in 
infrastructure assets resolution under the 
Insolvency and Bankruptcy Code (IBC) 
process and in the financial sector, the Fi-
nance Ministry said in a statement. 

Dimapur, Oct. 13 (EMN): Annoyed with long years of bad 
roads, Action Plan Committee (APC) of Tuensang district 
has appealed the government to initiate measures and deliver 
good roads to the people in the district.

APC has particularly pointed out at the deplorable condi-
tion of National Highway 202 that connects Mokokchung 
covering a total distance of 105 kms. It has lamented the 
indifferent attitude of  the State government towards the 
maintenance of the said National Highway despite several 
appeals and representations. APC president Kaimang and 
the general secretary Moyasingkhum have accused the State 
government of alienating itself from Tuensang district de-
spite being one of the oldest districts. It stated that Tuensang 
town was founded in the year 1947 while it was subsequently 
declared a district in 1957.  While acknowledging the State 
government for initiating steps like that of the October 10 
meeting at Banquet Hall, Kohima, for “Road connectivity,” 
it expressed scepticism that dreams of  Tuensang people 
might not be fulfilled.  APC has urged the State government 
to accord equal treatment to every district in achieving the 
common goal of development.

Dimapur, Oct. 13 (EMN): 
In an endeavour to enhance 
interaction with Ex-Serv-
icemen (ESM) and Veer 
Naris, troops of  40 Assam 
Rifles had organised a rally 
for Ex-Servicemen, Veer 
Naris and war widows of  
Assam Rifles in Tuensang 
on October 10.

Altogether 78 Ex-Serv-

icemen, two Veer Naris and 
widows of  ESM and de-
pendents from Mon, Tuen-
sang, Zunheboto, Longleng 
and Mokokchung districts 
attended the event. The 
event was inaugurated by 
Col AH Khan, Officiating 
Commander 7 Sector As-
sam Rifles, who welcomed 
the ESM and Veer Naris to 

the rally.
The representatives 

of  pension branch, HQ 
DGAR, informed the au-
dience about the various 
benefits and new welfare 
schemes launched for 
them. Col AH Khan as-
sured the veterans that As-
sam Rifles would always 
stand by them and continue 

to work for their uplift and 
well being. 

Problems faced by the 
Ex-Servicemen including 
anomalies in fixation of  
pension after implementa-
tion of  7th CPC Report 
were also recorded for recti-
fications. During the event, 
three Gallantry Award win-
ners, two Veer Naris and 

Dimapur, Oct. 13 (EMN): 
Nagaland State Co-oper-
ative Bank Ltd. (NSCB), 
with support by NABARD 
under FIF, has organised a 
one-day financial literacy 
awareness for the coop-
erative societies in the DC’s 
conference hall, Longleng, 
on October 10.

Chief  Manager (Cr & 
Rvy), Bendangnungsang, 
in his keynote address, 
said that the traditional 
system of  banking has 
been transformed with 
new system, adding NSCB 
is competing with other 
national banks to cater 
to the needs of  the peo-
ple. While regretting that 
NSCB branch could not 
be established in Longleng 
due to non fulfilment of  
certain norms and criteria, 
he urged the people not 
feel themselves deprived of  
the facilities. 

Stating that the Non-
Performing Asset (NPA) of  
Longleng stands at 13%, he 
urged the public to reduce 
NPA to 5% which is the 
standard norm for estab-
lishment of  banks in any 

place in the country. He in-
formed that the department 
is trying its best to reduce 
the NPA to the standard 
level to setup NSCB branch 
in Longleng. He has sought 
cooperation and support to 
fulfil the criteria. 

B e n d a n g nu n g s a n g 
also disclosed that under 
the joint venture of  GOI 
and the State government, 
ICDP project for five dis-
tricts in the State has been 
finalised wherein Longleng 
district was also among the 
five districts. Briefing on the 
ICDP, he said the project is 
to create job opportunity 
and self-reliance by adopt-
ing incoming generating 
projects by the coopera-
tives. He urged the socie-
ties to use it judiciously for 
their benefits. 

A RC S  L o n g l e n g , 
Chume Chang spoke on 
the features of  Co-opera-
tive societies. He appealed 
to the registered societies 
to function properly stating 
that non-performing socie-
ties would be compelled to 
cancel their registration. 
Highlighting on the ICDP 

projects, he announced that 
only genuine cooperatives 
that are functioning prop-
erly with clean records will 
be recommended to avail 
the facilities.

Manager (FIC), VK 
Disong, announced that 
NSCB will be celebrating 
its golden jubilee this year 
in Dimapur. He has invited 
the societies of  Longleng to 
attend the programme.

Disong  a l so  h igh -
lighted on social security 
schemes such as Pradhan 
Mantri Jan-Dhan Yojana, 
Prandhan Mantri Suraksha 
Bima Yojana and Pradhan 
Mantri Jeevan Jyoti Bima 
Yojana. He appealed to the 
gathering to avail the facili-
ties provided by the govern-
ment for the people.

The programme was 
chaired by Lanuniken, 
M a n a g e r,  B S C B  L t d 
Changtongya. The pro-
gramme was attended by 
the cooperative societies 
of  Longleng district. The 
programme culminated 
with healthy interaction 
between the cooperatives 
and the officers.

Dimapur, Oct. 13 (EMN): 
Kuzha Tephe Public Organ-
isation (KTPO), on behalf  
of the Chakhesang commu-
nity, has appreciated Vililie 
Khamo, contractor, for hav-
ing executed the Pfutsero – 
Viswema via Zuketsa road 
beyond the expectation of  

the public. 
The public also ac-

knowledged him for repair-
ing and clearing the road at 
his own expense inspite of  
handing over the road to the 
State government.

The road being the life 
line of most of the Chakhe-

sang and particularly the 
Kuzhamis, his extra service 
towards the welfare of  the 
people is acknowledged by 
one and all, KTPO presi-
dent Senokha Losou stated 
in a press release. He further 
requested him to extend 
help in the days to come.

No. M.-621/17/11037 Notice is hereby given that Shri/Smti 
Novizo -Vrs- Dr. K. Shikato Sema resident of Diphupar Town/
Village in the District of Dimapur, Nagaland under Rule 50 & 
51 Assam Land Revenue Regulation 1886 have applied for 
Mutation of land described in the schedule below:-

The undersigned under Rule 52 of the said Rules do 
hereby invites claims/objections concerning to the said land, 
if any & should be submitted to this court in writing on or 
before 13.11.17.
SCHEDULED OF LAND AND BOUNDARY
Name of Patta Holder: Novizo 
Village/Block No: 8, Patta No: 180
Dag No: 263, Area: 01B-02K-15Ls

IN THE COURT OF DEPUTY COMMISSIONER DIMAPUR DISTRICT
HEADQUARTER CHUMUKEDIMA, CAMP: DIMAPUR: NAGALAND

Dt. Dimapur the 13th Oct’ 17

Sd/-  Deputy Commissioner
Dimapur: Nagaland

NOTICE

D-4727

I, Smti. Adaphro Rabvo, W/o Lt. Senokha Rabvo, aged about 46 
years, presently residing at Old Ministers’ Hill, Kohima, Nagaland 
do hereby solemnly affirm and declare on oath as under:-
1. That I am a bonafide citizen of India.
2. That the entry of my name in my educational documents it had 

been inadvertently entered/recorded as Losu Adaphro.
3. That the above referred names Losu Adaphro and Adaphro 

Rabvo are same and one person i.e., myself.
4. That from today onwards my name shall be correctly pronounced 

and spelled as Adaphro Rabvo for all official purposes.
5. That this affidavit shall be used as a piece of evidence for the 

rectification of my name.
6. That the statement made in the above paragraphs are true to the 

best of my knowledge and nothing false had been stated.
And I signed and swear this affidavit before the competent authority 
at Kohima, Nagaland on this day the 27th of September, 2017.

DEPONENT
Sworn and signed before me by the deponent on dated 27/09/17.

Magistrate/Notary
K-1388

AFFIDAVIT
REGISTRATION NO.2101/2017 DATE 10/10/2017(DECLARATION)

Pursuant to the appointment order dated 28th 
Sept, 2017 vide Memo No. 05-85/17-18/APPT/
MKA/GPRN, Mr. Tsabo Khrie-o, Dy Kilonser 
assumes charge as Caretaker CAO, Angami 
Region. 
 Henceforth all concerned are directed 
to contact the o�ce of the CAO, Angami 
Region through C/no: 8731097677 for any 
Administrative or Judicial matters.

K-1387

INFORMATION

New Delhi, Oct. 13 (PTI): 
Gold prices dropped a tad 
-- by Rs 30 -- to close at Rs 
30,800 per 10 grams to-
day, dampened by demand 
slackness even as the metal 
traded strong overseas.

Silver eased by a big-
ger margin Rs 100 to Rs 
41,200 per kg as industrial 
units and coin makers held 
themselves back. Domes-
tic jewellers and retailers 

were not too forthcoming in 
their orders at the prevailing 
level, but a firm trend over-
seas checked the decline in 
gold prices. Globally, gold 
rose 0.18 per cent to USD 
1,295.40 an ounce and sil-
ver by 0.17 per cent to USD 
17.26 an ounce in Singa-
pore. In the national capital, 
gold of  99.9 per cent and 
99.5 per cent purity shed 
Rs 30 each to Rs 30,800 

at 378 crore GB and aver-
age voice traffic during 
the quarter at 267 crore 
minutes per day, the state-
ment said.

“The world is trans-
forming, turning digital 

and India is not going to be 
left behind. India is ready 
to go digital, move from 
voice to data and Jio is 
creating the foundation of  
data for the next generation 
business. The rapid uptake 

of  Jio services reflects the 
latent need of  the society,” 
said Mukesh D. Ambani, 
Chairman and Managing 
Director, RIL.

“We are confident that 
Jio will bring significant 
benefits  to the Indian 
economy and the Indian 
customers and will take 
India to a much higher 
pedestal. We are focussed 
on providing multi-layered 
digital services on top of  
the basic connectivity serv-
ice to optimally utilise our 
world class infrastructure,” 
he added.

“The strong financial 
results of  Jio demonstrates 

the robust business model 
of  Jio and the significant 
efficiencies that the com-
pany has built through its 
investment in the latest 4G 
technology and right busi-
ness strategy. As always, 
the group has demonstrat-
ed excellence in execution, 
vision and commercial 
acumen,” he said.

While explaining the 
result, RIL Chief  Finan-
cial Officer Alok Agarwal 
said Jio represents world’s 
largest and fastest growing 
mobile data network and 
has very large market-
share among smartphone 
users.

one battle casualty were 
felicitated and all other vet-
erans were given caps and 
blankets as souvenirs.

A Yimchunger tribal 
dance was organised by a 
local dance troupe on the 
occasion. The pipe band 
and jazz band of  40 Assam 
Rifles also showcased their 
talent and mesmerised the 
audience with their per-
formance. 

The rally also included 
a medical and dental camp 
to provide medical cover to 
the ailing. Arrangements 
were also made for provi-
sion of  canteen facilities.

In another programme, 
troops of  32 Assam Rifles 
had screened a movie on 
‘Drug free Nagaland’ in In-
disen village on October 10. 
The aim of the event was to 
educate and spread aware-
ness about the ill effects 
of  drugs and preventive 
measures against drugs. 
The event was attended 
by 15 students and GB of  
Indisen village.

and Rs 30,650 per 10 grams, 
respectively. It had advanced 
Rs 80 yesterday.
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READERS’ MIRROR VIEWS & REVIEWS

Letter to ATSUM
Sir,
Apropos “A rebuttal to Impru-
dence of  ATSUM” appeared in 
the media yesterday, and I presume 
--- issued by ATSUM, I am to say 
that I made two points to which 
ATSUM takes strong exception.

Now what I have said was, one, 
that the Meiteis are no less tribal 
than any of  the tribals listed in 
the schedule tribe lists of  the fifth 
schedule of  the Indian constitution 
from anthropological angle.

Two, that it is absurd to say that 
if  the Meiteis are included in the 
schedule tribe list of  the constitu-
tion it would “bring more inequal-

ity in the state in all respects”
I have stated that the demand 

of  the Schedule Tribe Demand 
Committee Manipur (STDCM) to 
include the Meiteis in the Sched-
ule Tribe lists of  the Constitution 
is to protect the Meitei from the 
threat of  extinction in the face of  
unchecked influx of  migrants into 
this beautiful Manipur valley of  
seven hundred square miles, which 
is the home to all sections of  the 
Manipuri society — Kuki, Meitei, 
Naga, Pangal and the rest of  the 
people.

I have raised the question to the 
Government of  India writing to 

the Prime Minister while enclos-
ing a copy of  my letter to which 
ATSUM take strong exception. 
I have drawn the attention of  the 
Honourable Prime Minister as to 
what has the Government of  India 
done to rectify the wrongs done to 
the Meiteis by the Indian Constitu-
tion. I have said that the unsched-
uled Meitei tribes should be given 
its rightful place in this great coun-
try of  1.3 billion plus people where 
their existence is not threatened.

I have also pointed out that the 
rationale for the demand to enlist 
the Meiteis in the fifth schedule of  
the Indian constitution is genuine 

and the state government too, must 
do its part without delay.

In my writing I have not criti-
cized any community or any group 
of  people or any organization in-
cluding ATSUM. So why should 
ATSUM have any grudge against 
my statement.

Yes, ATSUM might have been 
offended when I called their state-
ment — “it (ATSUM) will fight to 
the end against the inclusion of  the 
Meiteis in ST list” — stupid. But 
frankly, tell me how should I call 
your statement  — hatred, commu-
nal venom, a war cry against the 
Meiteis — you choose.

My dear ATSUM friends you 
may be smart but you are stu-
dents; you are not an army to fight 
a battle. Do not allow yourself  to 
be carried away by sentiment and 
hatred because that will take you 
nowhere.

Even if  you are hostile to the 
Meitei heaping all the blames for 
all the ills on the Meiteis — Meitei 
Manipur history, Meitei govern-
ment, Meitei hegemony, Meitei ex-
ploiting the hill people — these are 
uninformed, unknowledgeable and 
ill-conceived world view.

True, in every community there 
are unprincipled and ignoble peo-

ple who by their sheer position 
in power do more disservice than 
anything. But you cannot curse a 
community for those obnoxious 
and unscrupulous crooks.

 Lastly as an elder, I would like 
to appeal to you to be civil in your 
approach in this regard because it 
involves the future of  your frater-
nal community, even when your 
own future is safe and secured.

I believe we can talk; have 
meaningful dialogues, debates and 
discussions. This is the way the 
world moves forward.

Heikrujam Nabashyam Singjamei

Gender Equality Remains a Far Cry in Northeast State Assemblies
While Assam had a woman chief minister in 1980, quite a few legislative assemblies of the northeastern states had 

ended their term without having a single woman MLA

More than Meets the Eye: The Unsung Literary Genius of a Lit Fest Lady

Recently, the Congress government in Mizoram 
inducted party MLA Lalawmpuii Chawngthu 
into its council of  ministers. Chief  minister La-
lThanhawla might have picked the only woman 

in the 60-member assembly keeping in mind the large 
number of  female voters in the poll-bound state, but it 
certainly is a significant milestone in the state’s electoral 
history, particularly the presence of  women in the state 
ministry.

Chawngthu, sworn in by governor Nirbhay Sharma 
on September 23 at Raj Bhavan in Aizawl, is only the 
second woman in the northeastern state to be named a 
minister, her elevation coming three decades after the first. 
In 1987, Lalhlimpui Hmar became a minister in the Lal-
denga government – the first Mizo woman to be inducted 
in the maiden ministry formed after Mizoram became In-
dia’s 23rd state.

Women in the northeast may be widely thought to be 
more empowered than their counterparts in many other 
Indian states. Although true in the family space, this rep-
utation doesn’t quite extend to the political space of  the 
states. Therefore, Chawngthu elevation to the council of  
ministers is an opportunity to look closely at where all the 
northeastern states fare in this regard.

While Assam may be the rare exception in the region 
to have a woman chief  minister in Syeda Anuwara Taimur 
back in 1980, many state legislative assemblies ended their 
term without having even a single woman MLA.

Out of  the total 518 MLAs across the eight northeast-
ern states, only 28 are women.

The status of  the northeastern states in the current Lok 
Sabha and Rajya Sabha is unimpressive from the gender 
equity viewpoint. In the northeastern states, women rep-
resent only two out of  the 25 Lok Sabha seats and two out 
of  the 14 Rajya Sabha seats. Both Lok Sabha members, 
Bijoya Chakraborty of  the BJP and Sushmita Dev of  the 
Congress, and one Rajya Sabha member, Ranee Narah 
of  the Congress, are from Assam, while the other woman 
Rajya Sabha member from the northeast is Jharna Das of  
the Communist Party of  India (Marxist) from Tripura – 
the first in that state’s electoral history.

In fact, many northeastern states have never elected 
a woman either to the Lok Sabha or the Rajya Sabha 
or both, such as Tripura (Lok Sabha), Nagaland (Rajya 
Sabha), Mizoram (both the houses) Manipur (Rajya Sab-
ha; M.C. Mary Kom is a nominated member of  the cen-
tral government) Sikkim (Rajya Sabha) and Arunachal 
Pradesh (Lok Sabha).

Assam has two women out of  14 Lok Sabha members 
and one woman among seven Rajya Sabha members.

Tripura has two Lok Sabha and one Rajya Sabha 
seats. It has never sent a woman to the Lok Sabha. As 

mentioned earlier, Jharna Das was recently elected to the 
Rajya Sabha.

Manipur, Arunachal Pradesh and Meghalaya have 
two Lok Sabha and one Rajya Sabha seats each but no 
woman member.

Sikkim, Nagaland, Mizoram and Meghalaya have 
one Lok Sabha and one Rajya Sabha seats each and no 
woman is a member.

This representation looks particularly lopsided when 
seen from the angle of  population. Women in some of  
the states either outnumber men or are marginally less 
than men. For instance, in Nagaland, the population of  
women, as per the 2011 Census, is 1,024,649 while that of  
men is 953,853. Yet, it has never elected a woman MLA, 
winning the infamous sobriquet of  being the only state in 
the country to not have a woman legislator ever.

In the last state polls (2013), there were two women 
candidates and none made it to the assembly. While one 
was an independent candidate, the other was from the 
BJP (M. Rakhila Lakiumong from Tuensang constitu-
ency). Mokokchung in Nagaland may be one of  the most 
literate districts of  the country with over 90% literacy 
rate of  both men and women, yet independent candidate 
Yangerla – who otherwise had a successful medical career 
and the first Naga woman to be the state’s health director 
– couldn’t win the polls.

Earlier this year, the Nagaland government failed to 
carry out the urban local bodies elections with 33% reser-
vation for women as per a Supreme Court order, indicat-
ing the rigidity among most Naga men to restrict the po-
litical space only to one gender. The widespread violence 
in the state claiming that the apex court order violated the 
special status of  the state given under Article 371(A) of  
the constitution compelled chief  minister T.R. Zeliang to 
step down for a while.

It is particularly appalling to see such resistance 
against giving women their political space in Nagaland 
since it elected the state’s first (and only) woman mem-
ber of  parliament back in 1977, even as 
neighbours like Mizoram, Tripura and 
Arunachal Pradesh are still to elect a 
woman MP to the Lok Sabha.

Rano M. Shaiza, niece of  the Naga 
leader A.Z. Phizo, was elected to the 
sixth Lok Sabha after defeating the then 
chief  minister Hokishe Sema. She will 
also be remembered for creating a record 
of  sorts by being the first woman presi-
dent of  a political party – the United 
Democratic Party (UDP).

Meghalaya is another northeastern 
state to have more women than men. As 
per the last census, there are 1,492,668 
women against 1,471,339 men. It may be 

a matriarchal state and women may enjoy many rights that 
their counterparts elsewhere in the country don’t, but when 
it comes to women taking a lead in political representation, 
it has a lot of  distance to cover. Only in 2008 did it send a 
woman Lok Sabha member, Agatha Sangma. It saw its first 
woman Rajya Saha member in Wansuk Syiem in 2013.

However, in Meghalaya, three women ministers – Ro-
shan Warjri, Deborah Marak and Ampareen Lyngdoh – 
are in the present council of  ministers. Also, for the first 
time, the number of  women in the 60-member house has 
risen to five.

The present Arunachal Pradesh assembly only has two 
women out of  60 members. Five others lost the last assem-
bly polls. The two MLAs, Karya Bagang and Gum Tay-
eng – both of  whom won for the second time – got elected 
in Congress tickets and later jumped to the BJP along 
with other Congress MLAs to form the Pema Khandu-led 
BJP government. The present Pema Khandu government 
has no woman minister. The state saw the first woman 
minister in 1984 when Komoli Mosang was sworn in to 
the council of  ministers and given the industries portfo-
lio. Since then, only a handful of  women, mostly wives 
of  influential politicians such as Yari Dulom and Mekup 
Dolo (it is a common trend seen in most northeastern 
states when it comes to women MLAs and ministers) have 
made it to council of  ministers.

Arunachal Pradesh got its first woman MLA (Sibo Kal) 
in 1978 (nominated) when it was a union territory. Nyari 
Welly became the first woman MLA after it became a state 
in 1980. Though the state has more women voters than 
men (3,77,272 against 3,75,898 men), it is also yet to send 
a woman to the Lok Sabha. Omen Deori remains the first 
and only woman to be nominated to Rajya Sabha in 1984.

In Manipur, the population of  women may be just 
a few thousands less than men (1,417,2091 against 
1,4,38,586 as per 2011 census), but the present number 
of  women MLAs stands at a dismal two in the 60-mem-
ber house. Altogether, ten women out of  266 candidates 

were in the fray when the last assembly polls were held 
in March this year, even when the state has more women 
voters than men (9,68,312 against 9,25, 413 men).

While Akoijam Mirabai Devi was the only woman 
minister in the former Congress government, the present 
BJP-led government also has Nemcha Kipgin as the only 
woman in the council of  ministers. After gaining state-
hood in 1972, it had to wait 18 years to see a woman in 
the assembly when Hangmila Shaiza got elected in 1990 
(from the Janata Party).

Though two women – Kim Gangte and Indira Onam 
– contested the last Lok Sabha polls, they failed to make it 
to the parliament. Kim Gangte was the first woman from 
the state to make it to the parliament as a CPI(M) member 
in 1998. No Manipuri woman was sent by any party to the 
Rajya Sabha till 2016 when M.C. Mary Kom was picked 
by the Narendra Modi government as one of  the 12 nomi-
nated members for her boxing prowess which somewhat 
helped dilute that record.

In Tripura, 82.73% of women are literate. The popula-
tion of  women is 1,799,541 against 1,874,376 men, but 
the present house has only five MLAs for the first time, 
and just one woman minister in Bijita Nath.

Basana Chakraborty was the first woman MLA of  
Tripura who also joined the first ministry led by Sukho-
moy Sengupta as the state’s first woman cabinet minister.

While it has just managed to nominate its first woman 
Rajya Sabha member, no woman from Tripura has ever 
been elected to the Lok Sabha.

Sikkim chief  minister Pawan Kumar Chamling may 
be considered an able ruler by many, but his Sikkim Dem-
ocratic Front – ruling the state since 1994 – is yet to nomi-
nate a woman to the Rajya Sabha. Dil Kumari Bhandari 
was the first and only woman Lok Sabha member from 
Sikkim. The present government has one woman minis-
ter – Tulsi Devi Rai. The 32-member assembly has three 
women MLAs.

Among all the eight states, Assam may have the low-
est literacy rate of  women at 
67.27% but has so far given 
them the most space in the 
political arena. However, the 
last assembly had 14 MLAs, 
11.1% in the 126-member 
house, which has now less-
ened to 6.35%. The Sarba-
nanda Sonowal government 
has only one woman minis-
ter – Pramila Rani Brahma. 
The last government had 
one woman cabinet minister, 
Ajanta Neog, and two junior 
ministers – Bismita Gogoi and 
Sumitra Patir.

There is a lot more to the lives of  writ-
ers than just writing, and at times 
their keen involvement in these other 
aspects is what catches the eye of  

both readers and critics. The popularity of  
Namita Gokhale, not as one of  India's fore-
most writers, but as the force behind some of  
the most successful literary events in the sub-
continent, is a case in point.

On Saturday (October 14), the high-pro-
file writer will be awarded the first Centenary 
National Award for Literature by the Asam 
Sahitya Sabha for her "outstanding literary 
contributions as well as her service to the na-
tion in supporting and showcasing literary 
talent and creating a literary environment in 
the country". This recognition from the pres-
tigious literary body provides enough reason 
to look back at a highly successful career.

Born in Lucknow, in 1956, Gokhale spent 
a larger part of  her childhood in New Delhi 
and in Nainital and areas around it. It is per-
haps because of  this that the hills and natural 

beauty have had an overwhelming influence 
on her works. On most occasions, Gokhale's 
writings are not responsive to the environ-
ment around her, they are rather contempla-
tive in their structure. She allows the readers 
to meditate in the trance of  her words, takes 
them a step closer to the picture in her mind 
and thereby allows them to find their response 
in a calculated measure of  words.

She was thrust into the limelight after the 
publication of  "Paro: Dreams of  Passion" in 
1984. In this significant novel, the protago-
nist Paro is on a quest for pleasure and she 
achieves this by entangling affluent persons 
around her. Gokhale's portrayal of  a woman 
leading a lustful life, exploiting her lovers and 
doing all that was not "ordinary" was perhaps 
a first of  sorts.

Her second work of  fiction, "Gods, Graves 
and Grandmother", came after a hiatus of  10 
long years. The simple story of  Guidya and 
her almost aged grandmother (Ammi), who, 
along with Guidya's mother, settle in the sub-
urbs of  Delhi, this novel beautifully under-
lined the writer's understanding of  society 

and its changing facets.
In her fictional worlds, Gokhale walks 

with kings but does not lose the common 
touch; each of  her characters are individual 
entities but none too much. At the heart of  
her novels are experiences of  love and pas-

sion, illness and death. 
"A Himalayan Love Story" (1996) is 

about the lives of  Parvati and Mukul, both 
of  whom grew up in the Himalayan town 
of  Nainital. Then came "The Book of  Shad-
ows" in 1999, an ambitious work that ex-
plores the nature of  reality, love and faith. 
This was followed by "Mountain Echoes" 
(1998). A book of  biographies, it narrated 
the reminiscences of  a generation of  older 
women living in the Kumaon hills. Her next, 
"The Book of  Shiva" (2001), is an erudite 
and impassioned narration of  the Hindu 
deity Lord Shiva who is found presiding 
among all other deities of  Hindu mythology. 
Her latest book, "Things To Leave Behind", 
the 16th in a line of  many more to come, re-
leased towards the end of  2016.

Loneliness is another significant theme 
that Gokhale has explored frequently in her 
novels. Many of  her characters, including 
the popular Priya from "Paro: Dream of Pas-
sion", are influenced by separation, dissatis-
faction, hostility and despair. In other words, 
they are lonely and their loneliness finds ex-

pression in the words of  Gokhale.
Every work of  Gokhale is a reminder of  

the opening of  "A Tale of  Two Cities": "It was 
the best of  times, it was the worst of  times, 
it was the age of  wisdom, it was the age of  
foolishness..." There is an immense sense of  
reverence for human emotions in her works. 
Like a keen observer, she has long been ana-
lysing the various shades of  human emotions 
and her characters -- all of  whom are simple, 
everyday people we meet.

There can be no denying that Gokhale 
has spearheaded some of  the biggest literary 
events in the subcontinent -- Jaipur Literature 
Festival and Bhutan's Mountain Echoes Lit-
erary Festival -- that her contribution to the 
cause of  literature is immense, and that she is 
behind the country's literary boom.

But Namita Gokhale is much more than 
the sum total of  all these. She is primarily a 
gifted writer, who has enriched our shelves 
with what are classics in their own right. Eve-
rything else is secondary.

(Saket Suman can be contacted at 
saket.s@ians.in)

DAILY
PATH

Like children, we can learn to rest in the love of God.

As I was nearing the end of lunch with my sister and her children one afternoon, my sister 
told my three-year-old niece, Annica, it was time to get ready for her nap. Her face filled 
with alarm. “But Aunt Monica did not hold me yet today!” she objected, tears filling her 
eyes. My sister smiled. “Okay, she may hold you first—how long do you need?” “Five 

minutes,” she replied.
As I held my niece, I was grateful for how, without even trying, she constantly reminds me 

what it looks like to love and be loved. I think sometimes we forget that our faith journey is one of 
learning to experience love—God’s love—more fully than we can imagine (Eph. 3:18). When we 
lose that focus, we can find ourselves, like the older brother in Jesus’s parable of the prodigal son, 
trying desperately to win God’s approval while missing out on all He has already given us (Luke 
15:25–32).
Psalm 131 is one prayer in Scripture that can help us to “become like little children” (Matt. 

18:3) and to let go of the battle in our mind over what we don’t understand (Ps. 131:1). Instead, 
through time with Him we can return to a place of peace (v. 2), finding the hope we need (v. 3) in 
His love—as calm and quiet as if we were children again in our mothers’ arms (v. 2).

Lord, we are so grateful for those in our lives who remind us what it means to love and be 
loved. Help us to be ever more deeply rooted in Your love.

Held by God
BIBLE READ:  PSALM 131  
THOUGHT FOR TODAY:

I have calmed and quieted myself, I am like a 
weaned child with its mother; like a weaned 

child I am content. 
~ Psalm 131:2
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Today’s ASTRO-PREDICTION

ARIES (MAR 21 - APR 19): An impromptu 
gathering including some neighbors could 
take place today. Someone could start a 
round of  gossip, and this could turn you off. 

You might wonder if  they’re going to start in on you 
when you leave! Don’t stick around. Listening to such 
talk could give you a headache. Gossip is the last refuge 
of  people who have no life.

TAURUS (APR 20 - MAY 20): A temporary 
separation between you and a lover could have 
you experiencing mixed feelings. You may 
need some time to yourself, but you’ll miss 

your friend! Your insecurity could come up, and you may 
start wondering if  there’s someone else with your partner. 
Concentrate on your projects and enjoy the peace and 
quiet. You’re making mountains out of  molehills.

GEMINI (MAY 21 - JUN 21): This may be one 
of those days in which you don’t feel like doing 
anything and you can’t force yourself. While you’re 
out you’ll shop just enough to take care of essen-

tials, and at home you’ll probably veg out in front of the TV. 
Don’t feel any guilt over it. We all need days like this. Take it 
easy, relax, and you’ll be your old self  again tomorrow.

CANCER (JUN 22 - JUL 22): Spiritual con-
cepts may seem elusive and incomprehensible 
today. You might have difficulty focusing on 
books and your mind could wander during 

lectures or meditation. Conversation should shed light on 
what’s unclear to you. Ask friends who follow the same 
path. If  nothing else, you’ll enjoy the discussion.

LEO (JUL 23 - AUG 22): Someone once said 
that you can’t be too rich, but today you may 
think this statement is false, at least when it 
comes to a friend. This person may have just 

come into some money and be discombobulated by it. He 
or she may ask your advice, but probably not follow it! 
Don’t feel bad about it. It’s out of  your hands. At least you 
can manage your own funds.

VIRGO (AUG 23 - SEP 22): A romantic part-
ner may appear to be more concerned with busi-
ness than with you right now. Some decisions 
need making, and your friend could be preoc-

cupied with them through most of  the evening. Passion 
for you still runs strong, but it’s been shoved into the back-
ground for now. Don’t think that you’ve lost your appeal. 
Wait until tomorrow and all should be normal again.

LIBRA (SEP 23 - OCT 22): You’re likely 
feeling strong, healthy, and energetic. You 
might be inclined to take on huge tasks, some 
of  which are more appropriate for three peo-

ple than one. Be careful. You could take on more than 
you can handle. The strength and energy you feel now 
could wilt under too heavy a load. Pace yourself !

SCORPIO (OCT 23 - NOV 21): Today you 
may be obsessed with romance. Racy novels 
could be especially appealing, and you might 
try some experiments with how you look in or-

der to enhance your sex appeal. If  you try to schedule an 
intimate encounter with a partner, don’t be surprised if  
there are obstacles, such as your friend’s work. You might 
have to wait until tomorrow!

SAGITTARIUS (NOV 22 - DEC 21): Your 
household could be a happy place tonight. 
Good food and lively conversation heighten 
the atmosphere as visitors and family mem-

bers enjoy each other’s company. The only downside is 
that one of  your gregarious friends may be feeling rather 
quiet tonight, listening when he or she is usually talking. 
Still, everyone’s having fun, even if  it’s in a quieter way.

CAPRICORN (DEC 22 - JAN 19): Too 
much to do around the house could have you 
running around like crazy. You may need to 
make a lot of  calls, see too many people, or 

execute some rather tedious paperwork. This could have 
your nerves on edge by midafternoon, so take a few min-
utes for yourself  every two hours or so. Step outside in 
the fresh air. This will calm you and help you stay sane.

AQUARIUS (JAN 20 - FEB 18): Did you cel-
ebrate last night? Happiness over a surprising 
turn of  fortune is indicated, but so are a heavy 
head and hollow stomach from overindulging 

in food and drink! You probably would have indulged 
more if  the conversation hadn’t been so intriguing. Take 
it easy today if  you can. If  you have a hectic day ahead, 
stay centered. Getting flustered can exacerbate your pain.

PISCES (FEB 19 - MAR 20): It’s hard to stay 
centered now. Your mind is on something won-
derful that’s happening for you. Yesterday it was 
a fantasy and now it’s real! You may be walking 

around in a daze trying to make sense of it all. Eventually 
you have to come down and face reality again, but there’s no 
need to do it now. Things like this don’t happen very often.

Shantha Sinha | thewire.in

The Supreme Court’s judgement co-
incides with the International Girl 
Child Day, paving a new and historic 
path towards freedom and dignity 

for millions of  married girls. I met more than 
80 girls this year who told me about their ex-
periences as victims of  child marriage. Each 
girl had been devastated through multiple 
forms of  violence and control over her body, 
sexuality and mind. These young married 
girls are victims of  unspeakable violence and 
are sunk in a black hole without redemption, 
given the pressure of  work, hunger and star-
vation, ill health, repeated pregnancy and the 
associated risks, hostility in the marital home 
and loneliness. In this sense, the separation of  
body and mind, physical, sexual and mental 
violence is heuristic. These young girls live 
in a war zone day in and day out, fought be-
tween un-equals with predictability on who 
would be conquered and vanquished.

When I met Roja, she had left her hus-
band and had been abandoned by her parents. 
She was pale, sick and thin, and begging for 
food from neighbours:

“I was determined to study and pleaded 
with my parents not to get me married but 
was forced into marriage when I was in class 
9 and 14 years old. My dreams of  taking the 
path of  education collapsed. After marriage 
my world changed. I was new to agriculture 
work but was soon compelled to learn to 
pluck cotton, do cross pollination, sow paddy 
and do all the domestic work. Within two 
months of  marriage, I got pregnant and had 
a miscarriage in the fourth month of  preg-
nancy. I felt very weak. When I consulted the 
doctor she scolded me for becoming pregnant 
so young in my life and said that I should take 
care of  my health. She said that my blood 
level is very low and so I must follow a good 
diet and be in bed rest.  But where is the time 
to rest?In a matter of  two years I had four 
miscarriages. There was no medical help dur-
ing any of  the pregnancies. Each miscarriage 
took place at home quietly without any help 

from anyone or knowledge of  anyone. After 
each miscarriage I had severe bleeding. I was 
over worked, had ill health and was totally 
devastated. There was nobody to take care of  
me in my husband’s house. I returned to my 
parents’ house recently and do not want to go 
back.”

Nagamma was only 12 when she was 
married to Mallesh, a divorcee and 22 years 
old at the time of  their marriage. She said to 
me:

“I was studying in class 6 and got married 
even before attaining puberty. I was made to 
cook, sweep, fetch water, clean up the sheep 
shed that had 200 sheep, and my mother in 
law would not let me sit even for a minute. 
After six months I got my periods and since 
then my real worries began. My husband 
claimed me and forced himself  on me. He bit 
me, scratched me and was so aggressive each 
night.  I was so scared. My mother in law 
would anxiously enquire if  I had missed my 
period. I was under pressure from my mother 
in law and my husband’s sister who together 
beat me up with spite and started to accuse 
me of  being barren and childless. I could not 
complain to anyone and was totally isolated. 
How could I tell my mother that I was being 
tortured when they gave six tolas of  gold, sil-
ver and Rs. 1.5 lakh as dowry?

To their relief  I was pregnant within four 
months after my puberty. I was very weak 
since I had no rest and no food to eat. I went 
home for my delivery. The doctor said that it 
was going to be very difficult. I had a caesar-
ean and delivered a baby girl and so nobody 
was happy.

The entire family and my husband went to 
far off  places with the sheep for days together. 
I joined them with my baby, tied her to a cloth 
cradle on the tree and managed somehow. 
There was no help at all. They were as abu-
sive as ever. Within two months I conceived 
again. I was left behind frequently while the 
family went away with the sheep because 
I was pregnant. I had to work, earn wages, 
take care of  my baby and do all the domestic 
chores all alone.  I had no support, no friends 
and became very weak. This time the doctor 

was very harsh towards me for being so care-
less. She said that I was anaemic and may not 
even survive the pregnancy. I had a caesarean 
and delivered a baby boy. Yet, the abuse con-
tinues. I have no voice. I have no freedom.

…My sister is in the 7th class at KGBV 
and I will protect her with all my might so she 
can complete her education and not be forced 
to get married”

We may be living in the 21st century, but 
the barbaric practice of  child marriage contin-
ues in India, with the 2011 Census recording 
33.8 million child marriages. From among 
these marriages, 19.5 million children were 
below 14 years of  age and 14.3 million chil-
dren were in the 15-19 age group.

In an obvious but profound statement, 
the Supreme Court’s landmark judgement 
criminalising sex with a minor wife states that 
any child who have not attained 18 years is 
“a child and remains a child whether she is a 
married child, unmarried child or a divorced 
child or a separated child or a widowed child.”

It is for such girls that the Supreme Court 
judgement is most gratifying.
Supreme Court’s ruling
The Indian Penal Code envisioned an excep-
tion to rape, wherein married girls above the 
age of  15 could not allege the specific charge 
of  rape against their husbands. The recent 
verdict reads down this exception. It must be 
noted, however, that the court bypassed the 
question of  the legality of  marital rape by re-
sorting to clarifying the meaning of  ‘consent’ 
in the law in the context of  minor girls. The 
context of  marriage, in their reading, had no 
effect on whether a man can have sexual inter-
course with a child.

The Supreme Court, while reading down 
Exception 2 to IPC Section 375, reasoned 
that the section was in violation of  Articles 
15(3), 21 and 14 of  the constitution. Specifi-
cally, the court held that the exception was in 
violation of  the principle that the best interest 
of  the girl child is situated in the ‘philosophy 
and ethos’ of  Article 15(3) and also in viola-
tion of  the right of  the girl child to live with 
dignity and with bodily integrity under Arti-

cle 21. The court has also stated, in no uncer-
tain terms, that the special laws that are in the 
best interests of  children and women will take 
precedence over the IPC.

The verdict makes three important propo-
sitions that will have a lasting impact on the 
jurisprudence regarding children and child-
care in India. The first proposition suggests 
that a child cannot be treated as a major or as 
a person who has fully realised her capabili-
ties and faculties.

The second proposition is that “under no 
circumstance can a child below 18 years of  
age give consent, express or implied, for sex-
ual intercourse.” By implication, there is no 
question of  consensual sex by law as far as 
children below 18 years are concerned.

Lastly, the court finds no rationale in cre-
ating an artificial distinction between a mar-
ried girl child and an unmarried girl child to 
the extent that it is alright for the husband to 
have non-consensual sexual intercourse with 
his wife who is a girl child between 15 and 18 
years of  age but it is a criminal offence to have 
a sexual intercourse with unmarried girls. 
Such a distinction, the court holds, is opposed 
to the best interests of  the child, which is en-
shrined in Article 15(3) of  the constitution.

In emphasising the spirit of  Article 15(3) 
of  the constitution, the court reiterates a for-
gotten constitutional value by laying down 
that ‘affirmative action in respect of  a girl 
child must not only be liberally construed 
and interpreted but must override any other 
legislation that seeks to restrict the benefit 
made available to a girl child’. Thus it gives 
centrality to girl children and their constitu-
tional rights. It recognises that “it is a heinous 
crime” and that “every girl has a bodily integ-
rity that cannot be destroyed by a traditional 
practice sanctified by the IPC.”

The judgement gives hope to all girls to as-
sert their rights, “The human rights of  a girl 
child are very much alive and kicking whether 
she is married or not and deserve recognition 
and acceptance.” Clearly, the judgement, in 
accordance with Article 14 and 15 of  the con-
stitution, sees that there is a violation of  right 
to equality and discrimination of  the married 

girl between 15-18 years of  age. In accordance 
with the judgment, Exception 2 to Section 
375 of  the IPC is to now be read as:

“Sexual intercourse or sexual acts by a 
man with his own wife, the wife not being un-
der 18 years of  age, is not rape.”

There is also a need to harmonise the IPC, 
the Protection of  Children From Sexual Of-
fences Act, the Juvenile Justice Act and the 
Prevention of  Child Marriage Act and all 
other relevant statutes in the best interest of  
the girl child.
A new path
The Supreme Court’s judgement coincided 
with the International Girl Child Day, pav-
ing a new and historic path towards freedom 
and dignity for millions of  married girls in our 
country. It is better late than ever. I cannot but 
conclude that if  it only came earlier, justice 
could have been done to millions of  children 
in our country.

It also makes an explicit acceptance that 
the normative stance towards child marriages 
should be that the state must declare them 
void ab initio. The court finds that this is the 
prevailing position of  law in Karnataka and 
all states should move towards such a posi-
tion. It has consistently been my position that 
the voidness of  child marriages is a non-nego-
tiable. The acceptance of  such an articulation 
by the court is an important step towards se-
curing justice for children in our country.

Even so, such an unproblematic inter-
pretation of  ‘consent’ takes away the agency 
from adolescent girls to explore and express 
their bodies and sexuality. The court has 
rightly separated the question of  sexual inter-
course and consent from marriage, but a more 
critical examination of  adolescent sexuality is 
still due. For millions of  girls like Roja and 
Nagamma, this judgment now holds a prom-
ise of  justice. But these girls also deserve the 
right to take happiness and pleasure in their 
bodies, a right that continues to be denied to 
them by law.

(Shantha Sinha is a former head of  the 
National Commission for the Protection of  

Child Rights.)

Criminalising Sex With Minor Wife is a Step Towards Securing Justice for India’s Children

K.S. Jayaraman | IANS 

A joint effort is under 
way by Indian and 
US scientists to end 
the harmful practice 

of  rice and wheat straw burning 
in Punjab and convert the crop 
residue into a product of  value 
to benefit the farmers.

Ever since machines re-
placed manual harvesting in 
the late 1980s, rice farmers in 
Punjab and Haryana have been 
burning the left-over stalks to 
quickly ready the fields for the 
next planting.

About 35 million tonnes of  
rice straw are burned in Punjab 
and Haryana each season, with 
Punjab contributing 55 per cent.

This extensive crop residue 
burning -- lasting for more than 
three weeks every year during 
October and November -- has 
been contributing to atmos-
pheric pollution over the entire 
Indo-Gangetic plains with im-
plications for global warming 
and the health of  people in the 
adjacent National Capital Re-
gion.

Punjab’s farmers, already 
burdened with burgeoning 
debts, are now threatened with 
fines and possibly prison sen-
tences for rice straw burning.

The Indo-US team expects 
to simultaneously address the 
farmers’ agony and environmen-
talists’ concern by introducing 
a century-old thermo-chemical 
process called “torrefaction.”

This is a low-cost process 
that turns organic waste into 
“biochar”, a kind of  charcoal 
from biomass. The process re-
quires no external energy and 
consumes all the smoke-causing 
emissions from the agricultural 
residue.

MIT scientists Ahmed Gho-
niem, Alexander Slocum, and 
Kevin Kung have successfully 
built and validated a laboratory-
scale torrefaction reactor and 
are currently working on scaling 
it up to a pre-commercial proto-

type capable of  processing 20 kg 
of  biowaste per hour.

Once the prototype is vali-
dated at MIT, it will be tested 
in India using locally available 
feedstock such as rice straw, 
Chandra Prakash, a biotech-
nologist and one of  the Indian 
promoters of  this project, told 
this correspondent in an email.

The joint project, which is 
supported by the Tata Trusts 
and the MIT Tata Center for 
Technology and Design, seeks 
to specifically design the tech-
nology to be deployable in the 
Indian context.

“This technology therefore 
has the potential to reduce the 
contribution of  rice straw burn-
ing to smog formation in cities, 
at the same time turning the 
agricultural waste valuable as a 
solid fuel (as a charcoal or coal 
substitute) that can increase 
farmers’ income,” Prakash said, 
adding that the technology 
would eventually be deployed 
in Haryana too and would 
also be employed to check the 
scourge of  farmers in the two 
states burning the residue of  the 
wheat crop.

The Punjab-based institu-
tions involved in the joint ven-
ture are the Centre of  Innova-
tive & Applied Bioprocessing 
(CIAB) -- under the central 
government’s Department of  
Biotechnology (DBT); Sangha 
Innovation Centre (SIC), a 
start-up of  the Sangha group of  
companies that grow rice, pota-
toes and maize in 5,500 acres 
in the Jalandhar area and will 
soon have its research centre in 
CIAB’s Mohali premises; and 
the Punjab Agricultural Univer-
sity (PAU).

While MIT will conduct the 
research, design and prototype 
implementation, local support 
and expertise will come -- be-
sides Prakash -- from Jaswant 
Raj Mathur, an agronomist at 
SIC; Sudesh Kumar, a biochem-
ist and biotechnologist at CIAB; 
and Mahesh Kumar, an agricul-

ture engineer at PAU.
Existing technologies to 

convert agricultural residue into 
useful products through incin-
erators, gasifiers, and anaerobic 
digesters are big-sized, central-
ised and complex to operate. 
The MIT prototype, being port-
able, can be effectively deployed 
in rural areas where a central-
ised processing unit is difficult 
and capital-intensive.

“A mobile torrefaction reac-
tor, similar to a harvester com-
bine, can go from farm to farm 
rather than farmers carrying 
their straw to a centralised loca-
tion,” Prakash said.

He said that ideally, multiple 
low-cost locally-made torrefac-
tion units could be deployed in 
a decentralised manner and the 
biochar aggregated for market-
ing to run the operation in a 
profitable and sustainable mode 
without government subsidies.

When this solution is widely 
scaled, it is expected to contrib-
ute to a reduction in urban smog 
by lowering emission sources 
in the rural agricultural areas. 
“In addition, this process is ex-
pected to mitigate greenhouse 
gas emissions and so help India 
meet its low-carbon goals.”

Among the beneficiaries are 
Punjab farmers who can poten-
tially get Rs 6,000 ($92) addi-
tional income per acre through 
selling the straw.

If  all goes as planned, adop-
tion of  MIT’s innovation in tor-
refaction to prevent paddy straw 
residue burning in Punjab will 
become a reality “hopefully by 
the next crop season”, Prakash 
said.

For the reccord, the Harya-
na government announced on 
Thursday it will spend Rs 12 
crore for the management of  the 
paddy and wheat crop residue 
in the state to prevent farmers 
from burning the stubble.

(K.S. Jayaraman is a senior 

issues. He can be contacted at 
killugudi@hotmail.com)

Remedy in Sight to End Straw Burning in Northern India?

Patricia McGettigan and Allyson Pollock | The Conversation

Efforts to conquer antimicrobial 
resistance are being jeopard-
ised in India due to the sale 
of  huge volumes of  antibiotics 

that combine two anti-microbial drugs 
in one pill, our latest analysis reveals. 
Many of  these fixed-dose combination 
(FDC) formulations, as they are known, 
have not been approved by India’s drug 
regulator. Their sale is illegal.

Antibiotic resistance is a global cri-
sis, threatening to reverse the astonishing 
health benefits achieved with antibiotics. 
As bacteria adapt to survive, effective 
treatments, even for common infections, 
are diminishing.

Unfortunately, new antibiotics in 
development are not yet offering realis-
tic prospects for treating the infections 
caused by resistant bacteria. These in-
fections include common kidney and 
chest infections, as well as life-threaten-
ing conditions, such as sepsis and men-
ingitis.

So, wherever we live and in what-
ever guise we encounter antibiotics – as 
patients, prescribers, pharmacists, drug 
sellers, pharmaceutical companies, 
drug developers, animal owners or vet-
erinarians – we have a shared respon-
sibility to ensure our existing stash of  
these precious drugs remains as effec-
tive as possible against disease-causing 
bacteria. The World Health Organisa-
tion (WHO) is acutely aware of  this, 
using its unique position to lead policy 
change for rational antibiotic use.

This year, the WHO made a major 
revision to its list of  essential medi-
cines, classifying antibiotics into three 
categories with recommendations on 
when each category should be used in 
common bacterial infections (such as 
chest or kidney infections, and exclud-
ing tuberculosis and viral infections, 
such as HIV).

The first category, so-called “key ac-
cess group” antibiotics, are those that 
should be “widely available, affordable 
and quality assured”. These antibiotics 

are suitable to treat most common bac-
terial infections. The second category, 
“watch group” antibiotics, are recom-
mended for specific infections. Bacteria 
tend to develop resistance easily to these 
drugs, so judicious use is needed.

The final category, “reserve group” 
antibiotics, should only be used as a last 
resort when all alternatives have failed. 
The WHO specifies that these drugs 
should be “protected and prioritised” to 
preserve their effectiveness.
Lack of  regulatory scrutiny
India is known as “the pharmacy of  the 
world”, due to its large pharmaceutical 
industry. It has among the highest per 
capita sales of  antibiotics globally, as 
well as high levels of  antimicrobial re-
sistance.

In our study of  antibiotic sales in In-
dia between 2007 and 2012, we found 
that total sales were rising annually, 
and the increase was driven by FDCs. 
While total antibiotic sales increased 
by 26% over five years, FDC sales rose 
by 38%. By 2011–12, FDCs comprised 
a third of  all antibiotics sold in India 
(872m units).

Analysed according to the new 

WHO categories, we found that sales 
of  FDCs with key access antibiotics had 
risen by 20% in five years. However, sale 
of  watch group and reserve group anti-
biotics rose much more steeply – by 73% 
and 174%, respectively.

We found 118 different antibiotic FDC 
formulations on the market, but only 43 
were approved by India’s drug regulator, 
the Central Drugs Standard Control Or-
ganisation. The sale of unapproved new 
medicines is illegal in India, yet 75 formu-
lations had no approval record. So they 
had no regulatory scrutiny to decide if  
they were likely, on balance, to be of more 
public benefit than harm.

Unapproved formulations figured 
hugely in sales – 270m units of  the FDC 
antibiotics sold in 2011-12 contained 
unapproved formulations. The Indian 
government banned some unapproved 
FDCs, including antibiotic formulations 
from sale – most recently in 2016. But 
the bans have been challenged by the in-
dustry and it appears the FDCs remain 
on sale.

Considering the WHO vision of  
conserving watch and reserve group 
antibiotics, their increasing sales, not to 
mention the numbers of  unapproved for-
mulations, suggest there is a formidable 
task ahead in India.

The Indian Govt. is Not Doing Enough to 
Tackle the Sale of Unapproved Antibiotics
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NEWS IN BRIEF
Farmer commits suicide in UP
Muzaffarnagar, Oct. 13 (PTI): A 55-year-old farmer 
allegedly committed suicide by jumping before a train 
in Shamli district, the police said today. Shaman Singh’s 
body was found on a railway track in Rashidghar village 
last evening, Station House Officer Samay Singh. Family 
members claimed that he was worried over some family 
dispute, the officer said.

Rahul to take over as Congress 
President, indicates Sonia
New Delhi, Oct. 13 (IANS): Congress president Sonia 
Gandhi on Friday indicated that her son Rahul will soon 
take over as party chief.  “You have been asking this 
for so many years and it’s now happening,” a smiling 
Gandhi told NDTV, pointing at Rahul Gandhi, now the 
Congress Vice President. She was speaking to the channel 
on the sidelines of a function in which the third volume 
of  former President Pranab Mukherjee was released. 
Rahul Gandhi, however, refused to discuss the issue. 
He instead referred to a controversy over BJP President 
Amit Shah’s son Jay Shah. What about Jay Shah’s 
takeover and the huge increase in his business turnover, 
he commented.Rahul Gandhi is widely expected to take 
over as Congress chief  from his mother after by this 
month end with the party now wrapping up an elaborate 
process of electing state chiefs, members of central bodies 
and the president.

Eight kg of charas recovered in Bihar
Motihari (Bihar), Oct. 13 (PTI): About 8.02 kg of  
charas valued at about 1.60 crore was recovered from the 
motorcycle of an alleged smuggler along the Indo-Nepal 
border area in East Champaran district by Sashashtra 
Seema Bal, an official said today. Acting on a tip off, 
a smuggler with the contraband was caught when he 
crossed into Indian territory by a two-wheeler from 
Nepal near Nakardeyi village in East Champaran district 
last night, SSB Commandant Sonam Chering said. The 
arrested man was identified as Jai Kishore Yadav (25), 
an Indian hailing from Bhawanipur bazaar area under 
Nakardeyi police station of East Champaran district, 
Chering said. Eight packets - each carrying a kg of charas 
- were recovered from the dicky of the motorcycle of  
Yadav who was later handed over to Nakardeyi police 
after preliminary inquiry, he added.
The motorcycle was seized.

Two sentenced to life imprisonment 
for murder in UP
Muzaffarnagar (UP), Oct. 13 (PTI): A court here 
has sentenced a man and his brother-in-law to life 
imprisonment for the murder of  his brother in 2008. 
Additional district sessions judge Abhimanyu also 
imposed a fine of Rs 10,000 on each of them after holding 
them guilty under IPC sections 302 (punishment of  
murder) and 120-B (punishment of criminal conspiracy) 
last evening. According to the prosecution lawyer, 
22-year-old Sajid was murdered by his brother Wajid and 
brother-in-law Naeem with a sharp-edged weapon over 
some land dispute at Tawli village in the district.

Grocery shop owner shot dead
Sikar, Oct. 13 (PTI): A grocery shop owner was shot 
dead by unidentified men here, police said today. The 
incident occurred near Kotdi area last night when the 
victim, Sanwarmal Yadav, was returning home, they said.
Used bullets and Rs 53,000 in cash were recovered 
from the crime scene. A case has been registered and an 
investigation was underway.

4,548 doctors lose registration for 
not serving in rural areas
Mumbai, Oct. 13 (PTI): The Maharashtra government 
has cancelled the registration of  over 4,500 doctors 
for failing to serve in rural areas for a year, which is 
mandatory, a Directorate of  Medical Education and 
Research (DMER) official said. The decision to cancel 
their registration was taken by DMER after it found that 
these doctors have refused to work in rural areas for a year 
- a mandatory provision made by the state government. 
According to DMER, these doctors have even failed to 
pay the penalty incurred for not serving in rural areas. In 
all, 4,548 doctors have faced action. They graduated from 
government-run medical colleges in the state between 
2005 and 2012 and have neither served in rural areas nor 
paid the fine, it said. 

Two policewomen held on charge 
of trying to kidnap CJM’s brother
Bareilly (UP), Oct. 13 (PTI): Two policewomen, 
including an inspector, were arrested on charges of  
vandalism and attempt to kidnap a five-year-old brother 
of  the chief  judicial magistrate from her residence in 
Bareilly, police said today. In a complaint to the police, 
CJM Kusumlata Rathore alleged that inspector Anupam 
Singh and constable Lata Sharma barged into her home 
in the Judges Colony Wednesday evening, SP City Rohit 
Sajwan said. The CJM alleged that the two assaulted and 
tried to snatch her gold chain, and thrashed and tried 
to strangulate her domestic help Jaya, 19. When she 
rushed to intervene, they attempted to kidnap her brother 
Kushagra. The boy is the adopted son of  the CJM’s 
father, the SP said. The CJM said that the policewomen 
have been arrested. An FIR has been lodged against 
them. The SP said since the policewomen took ill, they 
were admitted to a hospital.

Aarushi murder: HC lashes trial judge for acting 

Remove your uniforms and join me in the 
protest — Najeeb’s mother outside CBI office 

No question of corruption in 
Jay’s company — Amit Shah

World’s largest combustion 
research centre at IIT Madras SI killed, three cops injured in 

clash with GJM in Darjeeling 
Plea to ban 
loudspeakers 
of religious 
institutions in HC

Pranab had every reason for grievance over PM post, says Manmohan

Allahabad, Oct. 13 (PTI): The Al-
lahabad High Court has lacerated 
the trial court judge in the Aarushi 
murder case, saying he acted like 
a film director to create a fictional 
scenario, used fallacious analogy 
and ignored the basic tenets of law.

High court justices B K Naray-
ana and A K Mishra listed a litany 
of  errors, missteps and fanciful 
deductions by the trial judge while 
convicting dentist couple Nupur 
and Rajesh Talwar for the double 
murders of their daughter Aarushi 
and domestic help Hemraj in May 
2008.

“The trial Judge is supposed to 
be fair and transparent and should 
act as a man of ordinary prudence 
and he should not stretch his im-
agination to infinity rendering the 
whole exercise mockery of  law,” 
the court said.

Additional Sessions Judge 
Shyam Lal in Ghaziabad (UP) 

had sentenced the Talwars to life 
imprisonment on November 28, 
2013 after finding them guilty on 
circumstantial evidence.

Lal has “prejudged things in his 
own fashion, drawn conclusion by 
embarking on erroneous analogy 
conjecturing to the brim on appar-
ent facts telling a different story 
propelled by vitriolic reasoning,” 
the judges said in their order yester-
day to acquit the Talwars.

The court said the circumstan-
tial evidence against the couple was 
insufficient to hold them guilty, 
and that they should be given the 
benefit of  doubt. A copy of  the 
written judgement was uploaded 
on the court website today.

Writing his own 10-page views 
in the 273-page judgement, Jus-
tice Mishra said that “like a film 
Director, the trial Judge has tried 
to thrust coherence amongst facts 
inalienably scattered here and there 

but (has) not giving any coherence 
to the idea as to what in fact hap-
pened”. He added that “by dint of  
fallacious analogy and reasoning” 
Lal surprisingly assumed “fic-
tional animation” of  what actu-
ally happened inside and outside 
the Talwars’ Noida residence on 
May 14-15, 2008, to provide “live 
and colourful description of  the 
incident”.

Aarushi, who would have 
turned 14 on May 23, 2008, was 
found dead in her room in the 
Talwar residence on May 15 morn-
ing by her parents. Her throat had 
been slit.

After a botched investigation 
by the U P Police, the CBI took 
over the case and arrested the par-
ents on circumstantial evidence, 
which was used to convict them.

Justice Mishra said the trial 
judge convicted them without 
considering that in circumstantial 

evidence cases “things cannot be 
presumed and stuffed in a manner 
like the present one by adhering to 
self-created postulates then to roam 
inside the circle with all fanciful 
whim”.

He said that the trial court 
could not act like a maths teacher 
who was solving a mathematical 
question by analogy after taking 
certain figure for granted.

“In all criminal trials, analogies 
must be drawn and confined within 
the domain and realm of the evi-
dence,” he said. “It is admitted po-
sition to both the sides that no one 
in fact knew as to what happened.” 

To base the entire reasoning 
solely on “guess work” and give 
concrete shape to such assumption 
appears to be a “futile attempt,” 
he said.

Justice Mishra said it was ap-
parent that the trial judge was 
“unmindful” of the basic tenets of  

law and its applicability, and had 
“failed” to properly appraise facts 
and evaluate evidence.

“Perhaps out of extra zeal and 
enthusiasm and on the basis of self  
perception,” the trial judge adopted 
partial and parochial approach in 
giving vent “to his own emotional 
belief and conviction and thus tried 
to give concrete shape to his own 
imagination stripped of just evalu-
ation of evidence and facts of this 
case,” he said.

He observed that the entire 
judgement was, on the whole, a 
creation of  “fanciful reasoning 
with pick and choose presuming 
(of) facts ... thus, basing conclusion 
on unfounded evidence”.

The first suspect in the murder 
was the Talwars’ domestic help, 
45-year-old Hemraj, who at the 
time was missing. But his body was 
recovered from the terrace of the 
house a day later.

New Delhi, Oct. 13 (PTI): 
Fatima Nafees, mother of  
missing JNU student Na-
jeeb Ahmad, today staged 
a protest outside the CBI 
headquarters here for the 
second time against the 
agency’s “inefficiency” in 
finding her son, five months 
after the case was trans-
ferred to it.

It has been a year since 
Najeeb went missing on 
October 15.

Fatima, accompanied 
by relatives and scores of  
Jawaharlal Nehru Univer-
sity (JNU) students, in a 
strongly-worded speech told 
the security personnel to 
take off their uniforms and 
join her in the protest.

“You should remove 
your uniforms and protest 
with me if you are sensible, 
as many of you have sons,” 
she said and warned of  a 
large protest if there was no 
progress in the case by the 
next hearing.

“Even if you deploy the 
entire Delhi Police, it would 
not be enough,” she said, 
adding after the city police, 
the CBI has proven itself  
“inefficient”.

Najeeb’s mother had on 

August 9 protested in the 
same venue after the Delhi 
High Court reprimanded 
the investigation agency for 
placing the same status re-
port submitted earlier.

A large number of per-
sonnel of Delhi Police, Cen-
tral Reserve Police Force and 
Indo-Tibetan Border Police 
were deployed to control 
the crowd that was aggres-
sively trying to breach the 
barricades to enter the CBI 
headquarters.

“Neither the Delhi Po-
lice nor the CBI has taken up 
the basic investigation pro-
tocols in this case,” former 
JNUSU president Akbar 
Chowdhary said. 

Among those present at 
the protest site were Kan-
haiya Kumar and Umar 
Khalid, who said they would 
continue the demonstration 
before the CBI headquarters, 
until a top official gave them 
assurance of swift action in 
the case.

Ahmedabad, Oct. 13 (PTI): BJP chief Amit 
Shah today said there was no question of  
corruption in his son Jay Amit Shah’s com-
pany and it had not received government 
land or contract worth even a rupee.

He was referring to a report in the news 
portal The Wire, which claimed that a 
company owned by Jay Shah saw a huge 
rise in turnover after the BJP came to power 
in 2014.

The BJP president also hit out at the 
Congress, saying it did not file a defamation 
suit despite facing several corruption charges 
while his son Jay Shah has moved the court 
over the allegations against him.

“The question of  corruption does not 
arise (in Jay’s company),” Shah said in re-
sponse to a question on the report.

“I want to raise some questions here. 
Congress has faced many allegations of  
corruption. Have they ever filed a criminal 
defamation or a Rs 100 crore civil defama-
tion suit.

Why could they not gather the courage 
to file such a suit?” Shah asked at a pro-
gramme organised by Aaj Tak channel here.

Jay, he said, has filed a defamation suit 
and asked for an inquiry (by approaching the 
court) as had the BJP.

“As far as the company is concerned, it 
has not done business worth a rupee with the 
government. It has not got government land 
worth a rupee, it has not got any government 
contract worth even a rupee.

“The company has not taken commis-
sion like in the case of Bofors,” Shah said, 

referring to Bofors gun pay-off scandal that 
had rocked the then Congress government 
in the 1990s.

The company, he added, dealt in com-
modities like rice and millets.

“They are saying that the turnover of  
the company was Rs 80 crore, but they are 
not showing that it incurred a loss of  Rs 
1.5 crore. This is a high volume low profit 
business.

Where is money laundering in it?” Shah 
asked.

Replying to a query on the loan given 
to the company, Shah said, “You have to 
understand first that it was not a loan, but a 
letter of credit. We were given credit to lift 
material against cash deposits. Jay’s cash was 
lying in the bank and we have paid the loan 
with interest.” 

The Congress has demanded a judicial 
inquiry into the matter and removal of Amit 
Shah as BJP president.

The BJP has rejected the charges against 
its chief ’s son, who has termed the report 
“false, derogatory and defamatory.

On October 9, he filed a criminal defa-
mation suit in a metropolitan court in 
Ahmedabad against seven respondents, 
including the author of the article and editor 
of The Wire.

The Congress raked up the issue during 
its recent campaigns in Gujarat, where elec-
tions are due in December. 

Congress vice president Rahul Gandhi 
repeatedly raised the issue during his road-
show in the state.

Chennai, Oct. 13 (PTI): 
The world’s largest combus-
tion research centre which 
will impart a major boost to 
the Indian scientific com-
munity was inaugurated 
at the Indian Institute of  
Technology, Madras today.

The National Centre 
for Combustion Research 
and Development (NC-
CRD) was inaugurated by 
NITI Aayog member V K 
Saraswat in the presence 
of Prof Ashutosh Sharma, 
Secretary, Department of  
Science and Technology, a 
release by the Indian Insti-
tute of Technology, Madras 
(IIT-M) said.

This is the world’s larg-
est combustion research 
centre, it said.

NCCRD’s research in-
terests will cover automotive, 
thermal power and aero-
space propulsion, besides 
fire research and micrograv-
ity combustion to minor 
extent, the release said.

“The NCCRD has been 
established at a total cost of  

Rs 90 crore. It will develop 
state-of-the-art capabili-
ties in combustion research 
involving experts in the 
country,” it said.

NCCRD is supported 
by the state-run Science 
and Engineering Research 
Board of  Department of  
Science and Technology 
(DST), it said.

Saraswat was quoted as 
saying that NCCRD was 
one of  the premier centres 
in the country.

“The intention is to 
make it a knowledge base 
in areas like gasification, 
combustion, propulsion and 
automotive sectors. This is 
one of  the best diagnostic 
centres in the country to 
understand combustion,” 
he said.

NCCRD has been set 
up as a nodal centre in the 
region and any institute and 
industry can work with it as 
it is totally IT-enabled and 
possess a strong simula-
tion facility, the NITI Ayog 
member said.

Darjeeling, Oct. 13 (IANS): In a sudden 
flare-up in West Bengal’s northern hills, a 
police Sub Inspector was killed and three 
others were injured during an exchange of  
fire between the security forces and the Bimal 
Gurung faction of  the Gorkha Janmukti 
Morcha here on Friday, police said.

Sub-Inspector Amitava Malik was fatally 
shot in a forested area close to Gurung’s 
residence at Patlebas.

“The GJM workers, who were armed, 
started firing. While Malik died of  bullet 
injuries, three other policemen were also 
injured,” Additional Director General of  
Police, Law and Order, Anuj Sharma told 
IANS. The security forces were moving to-
wards Patlebas after receiving specific inputs 
that GJM president Gurung was camping 
in the area.

“Last night (Thursday), we received 
specific inputs that Gurung was camping 
on the river bed below Lepcha Bustee along 
with boys of GJM’s militant wing Gorkha-
land Personnel, and that there were lot of  
arms and ammunition there,” said Darjeel-
ing’s Superintendent of  Police Akhilesh 
Chaturvedi.

Early on Friday, police raided the area.
“When they were fleeing, they saw us 

and fired. We returned the fire,” he said.

Chaturvedi said from the blood trail 
found at the spot, it seemed some of  the 
GJM men also sustained injuries.

Directly implicating Gurung for the 
death of the cop, Sharma said: “It all hap-
pened under Bimal Gurung’s leadership” 
but also conceded that the heavy and sudden 
firepower caused casualties among the police 
contingent.

The clashes went on for hours.
Later, police recovered nine AK 47 rifles, 

a Berretta pistol, a point 22 bore rifle, a mus-
ket, a radio manpack, over 1,800 rounds of  
ammunition, 20 gelatine sticks, more than 
1,000 detonators, camping materials, a so-
phisticated binocular and batteries.

Sharma said, during the clashes, Gurung 
and his close associates fled to the neighbour-
ing state of  Sikkim. One person has been 
arrested, said Chaturvedi, but refused to give 
out his identity.

“He has disclosed certain things. The 
camp was continuing for a couple of months, 
and Gurung himself used to stay there. We 
have also got some identity documents,” 
said the SP.

Accusing Gurung of having links with 
Maoists and northeast insurgent groups, 
Sharma said the beleaguered GJM leader 
wanted to disturb the peace process.

New Delhi, Oct. 13 (PTI): 
The Delhi High Court today 
sought the responses of the 
Centre and the Delhi gov-
ernment on a plea seeking 
a ban on loudspeakers atop 
religious structures in the 
national capital. 

A bench of Acting Chief  
Justice Gita Mittal and Jus-
tice C Hari Shankar issued 
notice to the Centre, the city 
government and the Delhi 
Police and posted the matter 
for further hearing on Janu-
ary 29 next year.

The plea, filed by an ac-
tivist Sanjjiiv Kkumaar, said 
banning of  loudspeakers 
will not violate Article 25 
or 26 (Articles on Freedom 
of Religion) of  the Consti-
tution. 

It said that loudspeakers 
were never part of any reli-
gion as the instrument came 
into existence only in 1924. 

“Loudspeakers were 
never part of  any of  the 
religions whether it is Hin-
duism, Jainism, Buddhism, 
Christianity, Islam, Sikhism 
or Zoroastrianism. 

“That, as loudspeakers 
is not part of/intrinsic to 
any of  the religions as all 
religions are 4000 to 5000 
years old, whereas loud-
speaker came into existence 
in 1924, that is less than 100 
years and hence banning 
loudspeaker will not hit (vio-
late) Article 25 or 26 of the 
Constitution,” he said.

The petition also said the 
use of  loudspeakers takes 
away the right of the citizens 
to speak with others, their 
right to read or think or the 
right to sleep.

“There may be heart 
patients or patients suffer-
ing from nervous disorder 
may be compelled to bear 
this serious impact of sound 
pollution which has had an 
adverse effect on them.

Toddlers, kids are equal-
ly affected,” the plea said.

New Delhi, Oct. 13 (IANS): 
Former Prime Minister Man-
mohan Singh, who had pipped 
Pranab Mukherjee in 2004, on 
Friday said the former President 
had every reason to feel the griev-
ance that he was better qualified 
than him for the prime minister’s 
post and the two had no serious 
differences on any matter during 
the UPA government.

He also said that contrary 
to what people may say or write 
about the UPA government, it 
was a very smoothly running gov-
ernment and there was no tension 
in Parliament. 

“As Finance Minister we 
(Singh and Mukherjee) also 
worked closely. Then came 2004 
when Soniaji chose me to be the 
Prime Minister and Pranabji was 
the most distinguished colleague 
that I had. He had every reason 
to feel the grievance that he was 
better qualified than I was to 
become the Prime Minister but 

he also knew that I had no choice 
in the matter. And therefore that 
smoothened our relationship,” 
Singh said with Mukherjee by his 
side at a function.

The function was organ-
ised for the launch of  the third 
volume of  Mukherjee’s autobi-
ography titled “The Coalition 
Years-1996-2012”. Congress 
President Sonia Gandhi, her son 
Rahul, CPI-M leader Sitaram 
Yechury, CPI leader S. Sudhakar 
Reddy, SP chief Akhilesh Yadav, 
BSP MP Satish Chandra Mishra 
and DMK MP Kanimozhi were 
also present.

Singh said they ran the gov-
ernment as a cohesive team of  
which Pranab Mukherjee was the 
most important member.

“I do not recall any matter or 
serious issue on which we had dif-
ferences of opinion. I took note of  
the fact that he was one of the sen-
ior most members of  our party, 
was my senior most colleague and 

together with Sharad Pawarji and 
Pranab Mukherjeeji, I had the 
greatest regard and respect. 

“I recognise both of  them 
were men of great calibre whose 
voices need to be heard and 
whose view needs to be respect-
ed. That’s why contrary to what 
people may say or write the UPA 
government was a very smoothly 
running government. There was 
no tension in our Parliament. I 
had trust and respect for Prana-
bji. I turned to him whenever 
a difficult matter was to be dis-
cussed in cabinet. I devised the 
instrument Group of  Ministers 
and invariably I went to Pranabji 
to head the GoMs and he came 
with solutions that the cabinet 
endorsed. Therefore UPA cabi-
net worked very smoothly and 
credit goes to Pranabji. His work 
was as a parliamentarian, minis-
ter and over all his great contri-
bution will be remembered,” the 
former prime minister said. 

He recalled that they had 
worked together in many capaci-
ties since early 1970s. “I recall 
when he joined the finance 
ministry as junior minister to C 
Subramaniam, I had the privi-
lege of  serving as Secretary in 
the ministry. I recall he and me 
travelling together to Mumbai 
where Subramaniam was hos-
pitalised.” 

“Then the budget for 1976 
was made in fact in that hospital 
itself and both of us were friends 
and from that day onward I de-
veloped a close relationship with 
Pranab Mukherjee which took 
the shape by going to Reserve 
Bank of India and he to take the 
Finance Minister and we success-
fully presided over India return-
ing prematurely the loan that we 
had taken from the International 
Monetary fund.” 

He said Pranab Mukherjee 
is a politician by choice and he 
is one of the greatest politicians 

living in our country. 
“I became a politician by 

accident. P.V. Narasimha Rao 
invited me to become the Fi-
nance Minister. In that capacity 
I worked closely with Pranab 
Mukherjee who was then Deputy 
Chairman of the Planning Com-
mission, Minister for Commerce 
and Minister for External Affairs 
and that association is there till 
right now.

“I also recall the contribu-
tion that Pranabji made is one 
of  the greatest leading Congress-
men and in some ways this is 
reflected in the earlier chapters 
of  this memoirs and I do believe 
that he will be recognised as one 
of  the greatest living Congress-
men whom the Congress turned 
to whenever there was a crisis 
or whenever there was a ticklish 
matter to whom we relied upon 
to find a solution,” he said.

Yechury said a coalition is 
inherently unstable but that has 

never really been the case. In 
1996, the instability of the United 
Front government when the Con-
gress supported from outside at 
that point of time was not because 
of coalition problems. 

He said there were problems 
that were other than running the 
coalition. “I inherently believe 
that the concept of idea of India 
is itself a coalition. India itself is 
a grand coalition. And you can-
not have a political monolithic 
structure with a social pluralistic 
structure in our society. This can-
not gel.” 

The Congress itself  was the 
biggest coalition. “That is why 
you had a single party govern-
ment for the first 30 odd years. 
Because Congress represented 
that coalition. There was actually 
a nuclear turmoil in the UPA. But 
even after that the UPA continued 
to give a stable government for ten 
years, which itself  is a very big 
achievement.”

Missing JNU student Najeeb’s mother argues with the police during 
a protest by Students Islamic Organisation of India near CBI, in New 
Delhi on Friday.
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Israel to join US in quitting Unesco Trump signs executive order 
to undermine Obamacare

California fires kill 31, deadliest in state’s history

‘Shame it took nine years to prove Talwars’ innocence’

Tyga sued by former business partner

Anil Kapoor to work with 
Sonam Kapoor in his next

Singer Tamar Braxton hospitalised

Jennifer Aniston donates 
$1 million to charity

White House hoping for uptick in US-Pak 
ties after rescue of US-Canadian family

S Africa court clears way 
for Zuma graft prosecution

Jerusalem, Oct. 13 (IANS): Israel 
has said it will join the US in pull-
ing out of the UN’s cultural organi-
sation Unesco, after US officials 
cited “anti-Israel bias”.

Israel Prime Minister Ben-
jamin Netanyahu praised the US 
decision as “brave and moral”, a 
statement said, BBC reported on 
Thursday.

The agency is known for desig-
nating world heritage sites such as 
Syria’s Palmyra and the US Grand 
Canyon.

Unesco head Irina Bokova 
earlier called the US withdrawal a 
matter of “profound regret”.

The US withdrawal will be-
come effective at the end of  De-
cember 2018 -- until then, the US 
will remain a full member. The US 

will establish an observer mission 
at the Paris-based organisation to 
replace its representation, the state 
department said.

Netanyahu tweeted he had 
instructed his foreign ministry to 
“prepare Israel’s withdrawal... in 
parallel with the US”.

Unesco is an easy target for US 
President Donald Trump -- it is a 
multilateral body with educational 
and developmental goals like pro-
moting sex education, literacy and 
equality for women.

The US withdrawal will be 
seen by many as a manifestation of  
Trump’s “America First” approach 
and his across-the-board hostility 
to multilateral organisations; the 
irony being that Unesco is part of  
the international architecture that 

the US helped to establish in the 
wake of World War Two.

But it is the organisation’s per-
ceived anti-Israel bias that is the 
fundamental issue here. 

It has condemned Israel in the 
past for its activities in the West 
Bank and East Jerusalem, and 
earlier this year it designated the 
old city of  Hebron a Palestinian 
World Heritage Site - a step Israel 
insisted denied centuries of Jewish 
history there, not least the Tomb 
of the Patriarchs that dates back to 
biblical times.

The decision follows a string of  
Unesco decisions that have drawn 
criticism from the US and Israel.

In 2011, the US cut its funding 
to the agency in protest at its deci-
sion to grant full membership to 

the Palestinians.
And last year, Israel suspended 

co-operation with Unesco after 
the agency adopted a controversial 
resolution which made no refer-
ence to Jewish ties to a key holy site 
in Jerusalem.

The resolution also criticised 
Israel’s activities at holy places in 
Jerusalem and the occupied West 
Bank.

Then earlier this year, Netan-
yahu condemned Unesco for de-
claring the Old City of Hebron in 
the West Bank a Palestinian World 
Heritage site. 

He accused Unesco of ignoring 
Judaism’s ancient connection to 
the city, which includes the crypt 
where its matriarchs and patriarchs 
are buried. Washington, Oct.  13 

(IANS): US President Don-
ald Trump has signed an ex-
ecutive order that clears the 
way for sweeping changes 
to the country’s health insur-
ance system, including sales 
of  cheaper policies with 
fewer benefits and protec-
tions for consumers than 
those mandated under the 
Affordable Care Act.

The US President’s plan, 
an 1,100-word directive to 
federal agencies, laid the 
groundwork for an expand-
ing array of  health insur-
ance products, mainly less 
comprehensive plans offered 
through associations of  
small employers and greater 
use of  short-term medical 
coverage, New York Times 
reported on Thursday.

With these actions we 
are moving toward lower 

costs and more options in 
the health care market, and 
taking crucial steps toward 
saving the American peo-
ple from the nightmare of  
Obamacare,” Trump said at 
a White House ceremony.

“This is going to be 
something that millions and 
millions of  people will be 
signing up for,” he predicted.

It was the first time since 
efforts to repeal the land-
mark health law collapsed 
in Congress that Trump has 
set forth his vision of how to 
remake the nation’s health 
care system using the pow-
ers of the executive branch. 
It immediately touched off  
a furious debate over wheth-
er the move would fatally 
destabilize the Affordable 
Care Act, marketplaces or 
add welcome options to con-
sumers complaining of high 

Santa Rosa (US), Oct. 13 (PTI/
AFP): The death toll from raging 
California wildfires has risen to 31 
as body recovery teams used cadaver 
dogs to locate victims, making it the 
deadliest series of blazes in the state’s 
history.

The fires, which began on Sun-
day, have swept through California’s 
wine country, leaving thousands of  
people homeless and burning over 
190,000 acres (76,000 hectares) of  
land.

Gusty winds yesterday were 
hampering the efforts of the 8,000 
firefighters battling 20 blazes, and 
weather conditions were not forecast 
to improve.

“What this means is that our 
fires will continue to burn erratical-
ly,” California fire chief Ken Pimlott 
told a news conference. “They have 
the potential to shift in any direction 
at any time.

“We are a long way from being 
done with this catastrophe,” he said.

The California Department of  
Forestry and Fire Protection (Cal 
Fire) announced yesterday that the 
fires have claimed 31 lives, while 
Sheriff  Rob Giordano of  hard-hit 
Sonoma County said his department 
has received around 1,100 reports of  
missing persons.

Of those, “745 of them, rough-
ly, have been located safe,” while 
“we still have 400 outstanding,” 
Giordano said, noting that the actual 

figure may be smaller because there 
are sometimes duplicate reports.

He said targeted body recovery 
efforts had begun in cases where all 
other leads were exhausted.

“We’re moving into a recovery 
phase,” he said. “We have cadaver 
dogs up here that can basically scent 
bodies and help us find people.” 

Giordano warned that it was 
“going to be a slow process” as fires 
continue to burn, and that identify-
ing victims would be difficult.

“Some of  these remains are 
actually intact bodies -- much easier 
to identify, much easier to get things 
from. Some of  them are merely 
ashes and bones, and we may never 
get truly confirmative identification 
on ashes,” he said.

In cases in which bodies have 
been badly burned, authorities have 
had to use dental records and serial 
numbers on medical devices to iden-
tify the dead.

Asked if  he expected the death 
toll to rise, Giordano replied: “I’d be 
unrealistic if I didn’t.” 

The sheriff  said that of  the 17 
people confirmed dead in Sonoma 
County, 10 have now been identified.

“The youngest person on this list 
is 57 years old. The bulk of them are 
in their 70s and 80s,” he said.

As recovery teams fanned out 
searching for fire victims, evacua-
tion orders were issued for towns in 
wine-producing Napa and Sonoma 

counties, where hundreds of people 
have already lost their homes to the 
fast-moving infernos.

Residents of Calistoga, a resort 
town of some 5,000 people in Napa, 
and Geyserville, a town of around 
800 people in Sonoma, were told to 
leave and seek shelter elsewhere.

Entire neighborhoods in Santa 
Rosa have been reduced to ashes, 
and evacuation orders were issued 
for additional parts of the devastated 
city of  175,000 people in Sonoma 
County.

Cal Fire meanwhile said that 
strong winds could spark new fires.

“These winds will continue to 
challenge firefighters in their ef-
forts towards containment and will 
increase the risk for new fires,” Cal 
Fire said. The National Weather 
Service said wind gusts of up to 80 
kilometers per hour were forecast 
in some areas and the “critical fire 
weather conditions” would continue 
into the weekend.

Pimlott, the Cal Fire chief, said 
hundreds of fire engines and dozens 
of  firefighting crews were being 
brought in from other states.

“Hour by hour more resources 
pour in,” he said.

A state emergency management 
official said the authorities were 
looking into bringing in firefighters 
from as far away as Australia.

David Shew, a veteran firefighter 
with Cal Fire, said the wildfires were 

like nothing he’s seen before.
“I’ve been with Cal Fire for 30 

years and I’ve seen big fires,” he 
told AFP. “But this is extraordinary, 
having that many and that large and 
going so fast.” 

Thousands of people have been 
left homeless and 25,000 people have 
evacuated their homes in Sonoma 
County alone, according to officials.

More than 3,500 homes and 
businesses have been destroyed, in-
cluding several wineries in Sonoma 
and Napa counties, the heart of the 
state’s extensive wine production.

President Donald Trump has 
declared a major disaster in Califor-
nia, freeing up federal funding and 
resources to help fight the fires, and 
Governor Jerry Brown has declared 
a state of emergency in eight coun-
ties.Michael Desmond, 63, was 
among the hundreds of residents of  
Santa Rosa’s Coffey Park neighbor-
hood who lost their homes.

“I feel violated, like a thief came 
in,” said Desmond, who sobbed as 
he surveyed the rubble of the house 
where he grew up.

Forest fires are common in the 
western United States during the 
summer but this year’s blazes in 
California are the deadliest series of  
fires to hit the state.

The Griffith Park fire in Los An-
geles County in 1933 killed at least 
29 people, and 25 people died in the 
1991 Oakland Hills fire. 

A
ctor Konkana Sens-
harma has hailed Al-
lahabad High Court’s 
decision to acquit the 
Talwar couple in the 

2008 Aarushi and Hemraj murder 
case and said it is shameful the real 
killers are still unknown.

The court said the Talwars 
could not be held guilty on the 
basis of  the evidence on record, 
thus ending the nine-year ordeal of  
the parents who were found guilty 
by a CBI court of murdering their 
14-year-old daughter, Aarushi.

In Meghna Gulzar’s “Talvar”, 
the actor had played the role of  

Aarushi’s mother, Nupur Talwar.
“It is a fantastic news. I am very 

happy for the Talwars.
It is a shame that it took nine 

years for the innocence to have been 
proven. It is also tragic that we still 
don’t know who the killers of Arushi 
and Hemraj are. But I am very hap-
py for the Talwars,” Konkona told 
reporters at the opening ceremony 
of  Jio MAMI 19th Mumbai Film 
Festival, here last night.

Filmmaker Vishal Bhardwaj, 
who had written the film, felt noth-
ing “can be any bigger win for 
cinema than this”.

“The impact of  the film has 

been so big. This is what we all 
wanted. I am very happy for the 
family, the parents. The nine years 
that they lost cannot be brought 
back but the justice that we have got 
is a big thing for the whole Indian 
judiciary,” he said.

Bhardwaj said the film played a 
major role in bringing the case into 
the limelight. 

“A lot of things that were under 
the surface were brought up with 
the film. But we didn’t take any side 
in the film. We took a very neutral 
stand. We showed the investigation 
of both the agencies,” he added.

PTI

R
apper Tyga has 
been sued by 
his former as-
sociate Chuon 
Guen Lee.

Lee has accused Tyga 
of  setting up ancillary 
companies to avoid set-
tling a $2 million-plus 
judgment that the former 
was granted in connection 
with a business dispute 
over their Last Kings T-
shirt company.

She said in documents 
filed in Los Angeles Coun-
ty Superior Court that she 
hasn’t received any money 
from Tyga in the wake of  
the judgment, reports tmz.
com.

Lee told the court that 
Tyga has created a number 
of  businesses to funnel the 

funds from the clothing 
business into other opera-
tions and keep them out of  
her pockets.

According to her, Tyga 
continues making money 
around $450,000 monthly, 
but refuses to settle the 

judgment.
Lee is seeking the court 

to audit the rapper’s full in-
come from his assortment 
of  businesses, and stop 
him from stowing away his 
money in them.

IANS

F
ilmmaker Vidhu 
Vinod Chopra 
has confirmed 
that Anil Ka-
p o o r  w i l l  b e 

teaming up with his daugh-
ter Sonam Kapoor for his 
upcoming production.

Titled “Ek Ladki Ko 
Dekha Toh Aisa Laga”, the 
movie will reportedly be 
directed by Chopra’s sister, 
Shelly Chopra.

“That’s a big thing. I 
am very excited about that. 
Anil Kapoor coming to-
gether with us to make ‘Ek 
Ladki Ko Dekha Toh Aisa 
Laga’, is just incredible. 
Anil and Sonam are both 
there in the film. I am re-
ally looking forward to it,” 
Chopra told reporters.

He was speaking at the 
opening ceremony of  Jio 
MAMI 19th Mumbai Film 
Festival here last night.

Chopra is also geared 
up for his upcoming pro-

duction, the Sanjay Dutt 
biopic. The film directed by 
Rajkumar Hirani, features 
Ranbir Kapoor in the title 
role.

Ta lk ing  about  the 
much-anticipated movie, 
the producer said, “I have 
no pressure (with the film). 

I am very happy with Ran-
bir’s performance. Ranbir is 
incredible in the film.

You will see.” 
Chopra said he has 37 

films on his watch-out list, 
out of  which he hopes to 
watch at least 15.

PTI

S
inger Tamar Braxton has been hos-
pitalised after suffering an adverse 
reaction to anti-flu medication.

The 40-year-old was rushed 
to a hospital here on Wednesday 

night after taking a medication that was 
supposed to help with her symptoms as 
she undertook promotional duties, reports 
dailymail.co.uk.

Alongside a photograph she posted from 
her hospital bed on Instagram, Braxton 
wrote: “Team over it. Not again. This blue 
bird is not happy.”

The text was a reference to her latest 
album “Bluebird Of Happiness” in support 
of which she was supposed to start touring 
at the end of the month.

IANS

A
ctress Jennifer Aniston has donated $1 
million to charity working towards the 
relief efforts of deadly hurricanes Harvey, 
Irma and Maria.

Out of the total amount, Aniston has 
given $500,000 to the American Red Cross and the the 
other half to the Ricky Martin Foundation, aimed spe-
cifically at relief efforts in Puerto Rico, reports people.
com.

Martin took to Twitter on Thursday to laud Aniston 
for her financial help amid a devastating time in the 
wake of Hurricane Maria, which has left power and 
resources in scarce supply.

“Jennifer Aniston, you are amazing. Thanks for 
donating $500,000 for our Puerto Rico relief fund. We 
will never forget. You are saving lives Jennifer,” Martin 
wrote.Besides Aniston, other Hollywood stars who have 
helped towards the relief efforts include Sean ‘Diddy’ 
Combs, Leonardo DiCaprio, Jennifer Lopez and Ellen 
DeGenres.

IANS

Washington, Oct. 13 (PTI): Securing the 
release of  an American-Canadian family 
from an Afghan Taliban-linked group would 
hopefully change the cooperative relation-
ship between the United States and Pakistan, 
the White House said today.

“Let me just say, the Pakistanis -- they’re 
great partners in this regard. They are. I think 
there’s been a change. Hopefully, there will 
be a change in the cooperative relationship 
between the United States and Pakistan,” 
White House Chief of Staff, John Kelly, told 
reporters at a news conference here.

He was responding to a question on the 
release of Caitlan Coleman, an American 
citizen, and her husband, Joshua Boyle, a 
Canadian citizen, along with their three chil-
dren, from the Haqqani network abductors.

The couple was kidnapped in 2012, in 
Afghanistan, while on a backpacking trip. 
Their three children were born while the pair 
was in captivity. The hostages were recovered 
yesterday after an operation by Pakistani 
forces based on actionable intelligence from 
the US authorities.

“The good news is the Pakistan officials 
got custody of the American citizens, took 
them into custody, (and) held them for us,” 
said Kelly. He said the US administration 
had made arrangements for the family’s im-
mediate return to either the US or Canada.

“We have also arranged for their medi-
cal treatment along the way. A lot of this, of  
course, would be psychological treatment,” 
said Kelly.

“They’ve been essentially living in a hole 
for five years,” he said.

State Department spokesperson Heather 
Nauert also credited the Pakistani govern-
ment for the couple’s release.

“We are tremendously happy to have 
these folks returning, coming home. This 
could not have happened without the assist-
ance of Pakistan. We are very pleased with 
the government of Pakistan’s response,” she 
said. Heather said although the relationship 
between the two nations had its challenges, 
the latest development was a “start” in the 
right direction.

“That relationship isn’t going to just turn 
around overnight, but this is a terrific step in 
the right direction,” she said.

Congressman Scott Perry applauded the 
efforts by the Trump administration in secur-
ing the family’s release.

“Today, we celebrate the safe return of  
Caitlan and her family and look forward 
to their swift return to the United States,” 
said Perry. “I speak with Caitlan’s parents 
regularly, and haven’t stopped praying since 
our first meeting for a positive end to this 
nightmare,” he said. Colin Cookman, who 
coordinates research work on South Asia at 
the US Institute of Peace, said the release of  
the family was a case of close operational 
cooperation between the two nations. 

“The release of this family is something 
the US has been seeking for a long time. It 
might provide a short-term opening for more 
constructive engagement,” he said.

Johannesburg, Oct. 13 
(PTI/AFP): South Africa’s 
Supreme Court of  Appeal 
ruled today that President 
Jacob Zuma can face pros-
ecution over almost 800 
charges of corruption relat-
ing to a 1990s arms deal.

Zuma had lodged a chal-
lenge at the court in Bloem-
fontein after a lower court 
decided in 2016 to reinstate 
the charges that were previ-
ously discontinued by pros-
ecutors.

“The reasons for dis-
continuing the prosecution 
given...

do not bear scrutiny,” 
said Supreme Court judge 
Eric Leach who read the 
ruling.

The opposition Demo-
cratic Alliance party had 
sought in 12 court appear-
ances since 2009 to reacti-
vate the charges over con-
troversial post-apartheid 
military contracts which 
have dogged Zuma for much 
of his time in government.

The president, who is ac-
cused of corruption, fraud, 
money-laundering and rack-
eteering, has always insisted 
he is innocent.

premiums and not enough 
choice.

In Congress, the move 
seemed to intensify the po-
larisation over health care. 
The Senate majority leader, 
Mitch McConnell of  Ken-
tucky, said the President was 
offering “more affordable 
health insurance options” 
desperately needed by the 
consumers. 

But the Senate Demo-
cratic leader, Chuck Schum-
er of New York, said Trump 
was “using a wrecking ball 
to single-handedly rip apart 
our health care system”.

Most of the changes will 
not occur until the federal 
agencies write and adopt 
regulations implementing 
them. The process, which 
includes a period for pub-
lic comments, could take 
months. That means the 
order will probably not af-
fect insurance coverage next 
year but could lead to major 
changes in 2019.

But many patients, doc-
tors, hospital executives and 
state insurance regulators 
were not so happy. They said 
the changes envisioned by 
Trump could raise costs for 
sick people, increase sales 
of bare-bones insurance and 
add uncertainty to wobbly 
health insurance markets. 

While many health in-
surers remained silent about 
the executive order, some 
voiced concern that it could 
destabilize the market.
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ICC announces Test league, ODI league Former FIFA functionary denies 
receiving bribes from PSG president

NBA super teams make rest of 
league garbage-Michael Jordan

Zidane’s 100th game as Real Madrid take on Ronaldo’s favourite rivals

Tyson Fury promises 

M. Noke trophy from Oct. 17

Gritty Nadal battles into Shanghai semisGuardiola, Kane win monthly 
Premier League awards

Auckland, Oct. 13 (IANS): With an aim to 
bring context and meaning to bilateral cricket, 
a nine-team Test cricket league and a 13-team 
One-Day International league will start in 2019 
and 2020, respectively, it was announced on 
Friday.

The Test series league will see nine teams 
play six series over two years -- three home 
and three away, the International Cricket 
Council (ICC) declared after the ICC Board 
meeting here.

Each team will be having a minimum of  
two Tests and a maximum of  five and all the 
five-day matches will culminate in a World 
Test League Championship Final, according 
to the statement.

“The ODI league will be a direct quali-
fication pathway towards the ICC Cricket 
World Cup and will be contested by the 12 
Full Members plus the winners of  the current 
ICC World Cricket League Championship,” 
ICC said in a statement.

In the first edition of  the league, each side 
will play four home and four away series each 
comprising of  three ODIs moving to all teams 
playing each other from the second cycle 
onwards. ICC Chairman Shashank Manohar 
said that the leagues are a genuine solution to 
bring context to bilateral cricket.

“I would like to congratulate our Mem-
bers on reaching this agreement and putting 
the interests of  the development of  the game 
first,” Maohar said.

“Bringing context to bilateral cricket is not a 
new challenge, but this is the first time a genuine 
solution has been agreed on,” the former Board 
of  Control for Cricket in India (BCCI) President 
added.

“This means fans around the world can 

enjoy international cricket knowing every game 
counts and in the case of  the ODI league, it 
counts towards qualification to the ICC Cricket 
World Cup.”

ICC Chief  Executive David Richardson 
said: “This is a significant point in time for ICC 
Members and our collective desire to secure a 

vibrant future for international bilateral cricket. 
“The approval of  both leagues is the conclu-

sion of  two years of  work from the Members 
who have explored a whole range of  options to 
bring context to every game.

“The ICC Board decision today means we 
can now go and finalise a playing schedule for 

the first edition as well as the points system, 
hosting arrangements and competition terms.”

The ICC Board here also approved a trial of  
four-day Test matches to run through until the 
ICC Cricket World Cup 2019. Members will 
be able to schedule four-day games by bilateral 
agreement and a set of  standardised playing 

conditions will now be finalised.
Richardson said: “Our priority was to 

develop an international cricket structure 
that gave context and meaning across inter-
national cricket and particularly in the Test 
arena. This has been delivered and every 
Test in the new League will be a five-day 
Test format.

“However, throughout the discussions 
about the future of  Test cricket it became 
clear that whilst context is crucial we must 
also consider alternatives and trial initia-
tives that may support the future viability 
of  Test cricket. The trial is exactly that, a 
trial, just in the same way day-night Tests 
and technology have been trialled by 
members.

“Four-day Tests will also provide the 
new Test playing countries with more op-
portunities to play the longer version of  the 
game against more experienced opponents, 
which, in turn, will help them to hone their 
skills and close the gap with the top nine 
ranked teams.”

Meanwhile, the ICC announced that 
the World Cup Qualifier will be held in Zimba-
bwe in March 2018.

Namibia have been confirmed as the host 
of  the ICC World Cricket League Division 2 
in February 2018 whilst the Netherlands have 
been approved as the host of  the ICC Women’s 
World Twenty20 Qualifier 2018.

Shanghai, Oct. 13 (AFP): 
Rafael Nadal will play 
Marin Cilic in the semi-
finals of  the Shanghai Mas-
ters on Saturday after the 
world number one was 
forced to fight past Grigor 
Dimitrov 6-4, 6-7 (4/7), 
6-3.

The Spaniard, who has 
never won the Shanghai 
showpiece, is chasing a 
seventh title in a brilliant 
season and a hat-trick of  
triumphs on the trot, hav-
ing been crowned US Open 
and China Open cham-
pion in recent weeks. The 
16-time Grand Slam win-
ner saw off  the Bulgarian 
Dimitrov in Beijing last 
week but suffered some 
hairy moments in getting 
the better of  him again in a 
nervy quarter-final played 
in overcast conditions.

“Very happy, it was a 
very tough match, both of  
us played a very high level 
of  tennis,” said 31-year-old 
Nadal, the top seed.

“I enjoyed it, a great 
battle between two players 
that are playing all the time 
very focused and intense 
points all the time.

“A lot of  matches in 
a row winning and very 
happy with everything, let’s 

see what happens tomor-
row, but being able to win 
in Beijing and now semi-
finals here... tough events 
against tough players.

“Just focus on holding 
that momentum.”

Nadal edged in front 
when he got the break of  
serve in the ninth game of  
the first set and there was 
nothing between them as 
they entered a tense sec-
ond-set tie break.

Nadal got the mini-

break for a 3-0 lead in the 
tie break, but sixth seed 
Dimitrov scrapped back 
to level, and then stunned 
the Spaniard to clinch the 
tie break. The two friends 
headed into a deciding set 
with Dimitrov in the ascen-
dancy and the pro-Nadal 
crowd fearing an upset.

Dimitrov sensed an-
other opportunity in the 
fifth game of  the third set, 
but Nadal survived the 
break point. Nadal took 

the momentum into the 
next game to immediately 
break Dimitrov and finally 
end the Bulgarian’s resolve.

The Spaniard’s victory 
march was only momen-
tarily held up when a dis-
turbance broke out in the 
crowd and the players were 
forced to wait as a small 
group of  spectators was 
escorted out of  the arena.

A  r e l i e ve d  N a d a l 
looked up to the heavens 
and raised his arms at the 

London, Oct. 13 (Reuters): 
Manchester City boss Pep 
Guardiola was named Pre-
mier League manager of  
the month for September 
on Friday after guiding the 
club to four wins from four 
games.

City, who top the table 
on 19 points and are ahead 
of  local rivals Manchester 
United on goal difference 
after seven games, began the 
month with a 5-0 thumping 
of  Liverpool before beat-
ing Watford 6-0 away and 
Crystal Palace 5-0 at home.

Guardiola’s team, who 
host Stoke City on Satur-
day, rounded off  their clean 
sweep in September with 
a hard fought 1-0 victory 
at defending champions 
Chelsea to take their total 
to 17 goals scored with none 
conceded during the month.

The Spaniard fended 
off  competition from fellow 
nominees Jose Mourinho, 
Mauricio Pochettino and 
Arsene Wenger to claim the 
award for the second time 
since taking charge of City 
last season.

Tottenham Hotspur 

Paris, Oct. 13 (IANS): A 
former FIFA functionary 
on Friday denied accusa-
tions that he had accepted 
bribes from the president 
of  French football club 
Paris Saint-Germain -- who 
also heads the beIN Sports 
network -- in return for 
broadcasting rights.

In a statement released 
by French media, FIFA’s 
ex-Secretary General Je-
rome Valcke denied the 
accusations of  having ben-
efited from bribes paid out 
by Qatari mogul Nasser 
al-Khelaifi in return for 
offering him World Cup 
broadcasting rights in the 
Middle East for a price low-
er than the market value, 
reports Efe. 

The  den ia l  by  the 
Frenchman, suspended for 

10 years by FIFA’s ethics 
committee for alleged cor-
ruption offenses, came a 
day after French prosecu-
tors ordered a search of  the 
Paris headquarters of  beIN 
Sports, run by the Qatari 
businessman.

Valcke insisted that this 
search and the related in-
vestigation have nothing 
to do with him and denied 
having made any deals 
with al-Khelaifi.

However, the French 
prosecutors, in cooperation 
with their Swiss counter-
parts, announced that both 
men were under investiga-
tion.

Swiss prosecutors on 
Thursday announced they 
were opening a new crimi-
nal investigation against 
Valcke and al-Khelaifi, 

along with another busi-
nessman, for alleged brib-
ery of  a private individual, 
fraud, criminal misman-
agement and document 
forgery.

Valcke is suspected of  
accepting bribes paid by 
the unnamed businessman 
after awarding the broad-
casting rights for the 2018, 
2022, 2026 and 2030 World 
Cups in some countries, ac-
cording to prosecutors.

Al-Khelaif i ,  mean-
while, was under inves-
tigation on suspicion of  
offenses related to the 2026 
and 2030 World Cups.

As part of  the ongoing 
investigations, simultane-
ous search operations were 
carried out in some places 
in Spain, France, Greece 
and Italy.

Washington, Oct.  13 
(IANS): Charlotte Hornets 
owner and former super-
star Michael Jordan says 
he is concerned about the 
lack of  parity of  the NBA 
league and the super teams 
hurting the league.

Kevin Durant left the 
Oklahoma City Thunder 
for the 2015 National Bas-
ketball Association (NBA) 
champion Golden State 
Warriors last summer. 
And the league got more 
super teams this season 
when Carmelo Anthony 
and Paul George landed 
with Russell Westbrook in 
Oklahoma City while Chris 

Paul joined James Harden 
in the Houston Rockets, re-
ports Xinhua news agency.

“I think it’s going to 
hurt the overall aspect of  
the league from a com-
petitive standpoint. You’re 
going to have one or two 
teams that are going to 
be great, and another 28 
teams that are going to 
be garbage. Or they’re go-
ing to have a tough time 
surviving in the business 
environment,” Jordan said 
on Thursday. 

Jordan’s Hornets have 
advanced past the first 
round of  the NBA play-
offs just twice since the 

2000-01 season. It’s not 
surprising that the NBA 
Hall-of-Famer is concerned 
about the league’s competi-
tive balance heading into 
the 2017-18 season, which 
starts next week.

Jordan himself  was the 
face of  the NBA, and won 
six NBA titles in 15 sea-
sons. His 1995-96 Chicago 
Bulls recorded the most 
(72) regular-season wins 
in league history and went 
on to win the NBA title. 
That record was broken by 
the Warriors in 2016, but 
they lost to the Cavaliers 
in the NBA finals later that 
summer.

Madrid, Oct. 13 (IANS): 
Real Madrid coach Zin-
edine Zidane celebrates 
his 100th game in charge 
at the football club, while 
Cristiano Ronaldo faces 
his favourite rival when 
the Liga Santander Cham-
pions travel to play Getafe 
on Saturday.

Zidane’s 100 games 
have seen him take Ma-
drid to two Champions 
League titles and last sea-
son’s domestic league, but 
his side travel to the south 
of  the capital 7 points 
behind league leaders FC 
Barcelona, who have a 
difficult game away to At-
letico Madrid later in the 
evening, reports Xinhua 
news agency. 

A win in the Alfonso 

Dimapur, Oct. 13 (EMN): 
The 12th M. Noke Trophy 
2017 organised by Mon 
District Football Associa-
tion (MDFA) will kick start 
from October 17 at Mon 
local ground, Mon town 
stated a press note.

Registration forms are 

available at Haji store, near 
PWD store and the last 
date for submission of form 
is October 14.

The winner  of  the 
tournament and runners 
up will walk away with 
a cash prize of  Rs. 1, 25, 
000 and Rs. 80, 000 while 

the semi-finalist will each 
receive Rs. 10, 000 respec-
tively. There will also be 
individual prizes added the 
note. For further details 
one can contact the fol-
lowing phone numbers: 
8730955642, 8974634072 
and 8974853827.

London, Oct. 13 (AFP): 
Britain’s troubled former 
heavyweight world cham-
pion Tyson Fury said he will 
return to the ring in April 
and is looking forward to 
“three big fights” in 2018. 
The 29-year-old has not 
fought since his shock de-
feat of Wladimir Klitschko 
to win the WBA, WBO and 
IBF heavyweight titles in 
November 2015.

Fury had his licence sus-
pended last October when 
he admitted he was using 
cocaine and struggling with 
depression, and last week 
said he would not apply for 
a new one. But he wrote on 
Twitter on Thursday that he 

would “be ready to fight in 
April 2018 in a great fight”.

He added he would then 
take part “in the summer in 
a mega fight” and return 
again at the “back end” of  
the year.

Fury, who twice post-
poned rematches with 
Klitschko, had hoped to 
return to the ring earlier 
this year but that plan was 
scuppered when his UK 
Anti-Doping hearing was 
adjourned in May. He was 
at ringside last month when 
his cousin Hughie Fury 
came up short in his bid to 
take the WBO heavyweight 
title from champion Joseph 
Parker in Manchester.

end.
Cilic on a roll
The Croatian fourth seed 
Cilic -- who has defeated 
Nadal only once in five 
matches -- beat the un-
seeded Spaniard Albert 
Ramos-Vinolas 6-3, 6-4.

Cilic, bidding to reach 
the season-ending ATP 
Finals in London, said 
his improved consistency 
was key.

“My team has worked 
really well in all parts of  
my game just to bring it up 
to the nice level that I can 
keep it up throughout every 
single week,” he said.

“I got to understand 
also all the things that we 
were working on.

“They are quite clear 
for me and I also am a 
little bit more consistent 
this year in serving perfor-
mances.

“I’m winning quite a lot 
of  service games and a lot 
of  matches.”

The remaining two 
quarter-finals pit number 
two Roger Federer against 
unseeded Frenchman Rich-
ard Gasquet. The winner 
will play Argentina’s Juan 
Martin del Potro or Viktor 
Troicki of  Serbia in the 
last four.

Perez Coliseum would 
put the pressure on both 
Barca and Atletico and 
give Madrid the chance to 

close the gap on at least 
one of  their title rivals 
and Zidane will be able 
to welcome striker Karim 

Benzema back into his 
side.

B e n z e m a  h a s  n o t 
played since hurting his 
knee against Levante over 
a month ago and his ab-
sence has coincided with 
Madrid finding it harder 
than usual to score goals. 
Zidane will hope that the 
Frenchman’s intelligent 
link up play will bring the 
best out of  other members 
of  the team.

Gareth Bale is still out 
with a calf  injury, while 
Mateo Kovacic, Dani Car-
vajal and Keymor Navas 
are also out, that will see 
Kiko Casilla get a rare 
chance in goal, but most 
eyes are likely to be on 
Cristiano Ronaldo.

Ronaldo has scored 20 

goals in 12 games against 
Getafe, averaging 1.66 
goals a game against Sat-
urday’s rivals, his best 
numbers against any side 
in the Liga Santander.

The Portuguese inter-
national has yet to score 
in this season’s league and 
with Benzema back in the 
side he will be hoping the 
partnership clicks again as 
Madrid look for their 13th 
consecutive game away 
from home.

Geta fe  meanwhi le 
have made a solid return 
to the Liga Santander and 
promise to mix solid de-
fense with effectiveness 
from set pieces, something 
Madrid’s sometimes less 
than solid defence will 
have to be aware of.

striker Harry Kane was 
named player of the month 
after scoring six goals in 
four league games.

The 24-year-old opened 
his domestic account for the 
season with a brace in Tot-
tenham’s 3-0 win at Everton 
on Sept. 9, but failed to find 
the net as his side were held 
to a 0-0 draw by struggling 
Swansea City in their next 
league game.

Kane got back on track 
the following weekend with 
another double as Totten-
ham ran out 3-2 winners at 
West Ham United before 
adding two more goals in 
their 4-0 demolition of pro-

moted Huddersfield Town 
on Sept. 30.

“I‘m very pleased to 
have got this award again. 
Hopefully there will be a 
few more from now un-
til the end of  the season,” 
Kane said in a video posted 
on the Tottenham Twitter 
account after claiming the 
award for the fifth time.

Kane’s fifth win drew 
him level with Everton’s 
Wayne Rooney and former 
Manchester United and 
Arsenal striker Robin van 
Persie. Only former Liver-
pool captain Steven Gerrard 
has more wins than the trio, 
with six in total.
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NSF Martyrs’ Memorial Trophy

Wins for Ngangpong FC 
and 40 AR at LMSSOC

ANSTEI sports 
meet culminates

MDFA Trophy: YA Marepkong through to semifinals
Tangkhul Students’ Union, Tiema-Khe Kidima enter quarters

EM Images

Our Correspondent
Kohima, Oct. 13 (EMN): 
Tangkhul Student's Union 
and Tiema-Khe, Kidima 
won their respective pre-
quarterfinal match to set 
up a date for quarterfinals 
match on October 16 at 
the ongoing NSF Martyrs' 
Memorial Football Trophy 
at Kohima local ground on 
Friday.

While the journey for 
Beikrazou FC and Rooster 
Club, Phesema ended with 
their loss in the pre-quarter-

final matches of the tourna-
ment.

2002 champions Tang-
khul Students’ Union over-
powered Beikrazou FC 3-0 
in the first match to enter the 
quarters of the tournament.

Tangkhul Students’ 
Union opened the account 
through Pirei Shokwungnao 
in the 3rd minute to take the 
deserving lead and Thomyo 
Lishimrah doubled the lead 
in the 13th minute. 

The second half  saw 
a slow start for both the 

teams; however substitute 
Huimingam Zinghai made 
an immediate impact on 
the pitch and completed the 
treble in the 70th minute for 
Tangkhul Students’ Union. 
The match ended 3-0 in fa-
vour of Tangkhul Students’ 
Union.

While in the second 
match, Tiema-Khe Kidima 
defeated Rooster Club, Phe-
sema 1-0 thanks to a stunner 
from Pokhozo Lohe in the 
second half.

In a lackluster game, 

both teams failed to break 
the deadlock until Pokhozo 
scored a stunning long-range 
kick outside the area in the 
55th minute for Tiema-Khe 
Kidima to take the lead. 
There was no late come-
back from Rooster Club as 
Kidima registered their win 
to enter the quarterfinals for 
the second consecutive time.
Saturday’s matches

Barak FC vs Tyrants FC at 
12:30 p.m

Khriekesa FC vs Lamphel FC 
at 2 p.m

Dimapur, Oct. 13 (EMN): Ngangpong FC defeated 
Donchingyangmei FC 'A' 2-0 in the first match of the 
ongoing 25th edition of Loyem Memorial Senior Soc-
cer Open Championship on Friday. The first half was 
a tight one with neither side scoring a goal. In the 17th 
minute of the second half, Meren striker of Ngangpong 
FC scored the first goal and again doubled the lead for his 
team in the 29th minute. The match ended 2-0 in favour 
of Ngangpong FC. 

The second match was a one sided match as 40 AR 
dominated the match defeating Pongen FC 3-0. In the 
match Yanchu, the defender of  Pongen FC was cau-
tioned by the match referee. In the first half Kotha Choza 
of 40 AR scored the first goal. In the second half L.C. 
Mawia doubled the lead and the third goal was scored by 
N.Baite for 40 Assam Rifles and ended the match at 3-0. 
Saturday’s matches

1st match - DEF Tuensang vs Vetao Ayie FC at 12 noon
2nd match - Khulioh King FC vs High Hill Club at 1:30 p.m

D i m a p u r,  O c t .  1 3 
(EMN): ‘The importance 
of  sports cannot be de-
nied, and Nagas are sec-
ond to none,’ said Linda 
Solo speaking as the chief  
guest at the valedictory 
programme of  the All 
Nagaland Secondary 
Teacher Education Insti-
tution (ANSTEI) sports 
meet which culminated 
on Friday. The events 
were held at Indira Gan-
dhi Stadium, Kohima.

The director, Youth 
Resources and Sports, 
Linda Solo in her speech 
encouraged those inter-
ested in sports to take the 
same up as avenues are 
now opened, and is pro-
gressing both at the na-
tional and international 

level. Many sports per-
sonnel have made great 
impact at various levels, 
and have even been rec-
ommended to govern-
ment jobs, she added, 
encouraging them to fol-
low their dreams.

The ANSTEI sports 
meet which began on 
October 12 witnessed 
participation from eight 
colleges of  teacher’s edu-
cation. Various events 
including badminton, 
football, volleyball, race 
and table tennis were 
played during the two 
days sports meet.

Unity  Col lege  of  
Teacher’s  Education 
( U C T E ) ,  D i m a p u r 
emerged as the overall 
champion of  the event.

Dimapur, Oct. 13 (EMN): 
Youth Association Marep-
kong became the first team 
to qualify for the semi-finals 
of the ongoing MDFA Tro-
phy 2017 after beating SSS 
Yellow 4-2 in an exciting 
match at the first quarter-
final match here today at 
the Imkongmeren Sports 
Complex on Friday.

YA Marepkong and SSS 
Yellow, two of the toughest 
teams of  the tournament, 
displayed their skill, stamina 
and grit to the fullest which 
was witnessed by thousands 
of football fans with Solesul 
Tholre (UDO, Mokokc-
hung) as the match patron, 
officials from the district 
administration and police. 
In the first half, both the 
teams played equally strong 
concentrating on their mid-
field and striking force.

The few early minutes, 
Marepkong dominated 
the match as their midfield 
breached the defense lines 
and made some serious at-
tempts at the goal.

But, the SSS Yellow 
team also made equal at-
tempts and in the 26th min-
ute, SSS Yellow midfielder 
Maongkaba (jersey No 17) 
scored a goal as the Marep-
kong team thought it was 
off-side; the linesman flag 
was not raised and the goal 
was scored easily. But the 
SSS Yellow’s celebration 
was short lived. Two min-
utes later,
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Marepkong counterat-
tacked, and as both teams 
rushed at the goalposts, 
Marepkong’s striker Me-
zebui Liangmei kicked a 
strong ball from inside D-
Box and into the nets.

Thereafter, the SSS Yel-
low defense formation was 
in disarray. A Marepkong 
midfield made a perfect pass 
over the rushing goalie and 
Haotinlen Thomson (jer-
sey No 22) made a perfect 
header into the goal in the 
33rd minute.

A minute later, Keyice-
leung (jersey No 10) chased 
a fast ball alone, the goal-
keeper advanced, and he 
gently lifted the ball over 

the goalie and into the nets. 
SSS Yellow viciously coun-
terattacked and made some 
off-target attempts; but in 
the 43rd minute, striker 
Moatemsu (jersey No 10) 
scored the second goal for 
SSS Yellow.

The first-half ended 3-2 
with Marepkong leading the 
match. The second half wit-
nessed a different game-play. 
Marepkong went on the de-
fensive with a 4-4-2 forma-
tion, while the SSS Yellow 
went on the offensive. But 
as SSS Yellow concentrated 
on their midfield and strike, 
there were serious lapses 
on the defense line. In the 
72nd minute, Keyiceleung 

of Marepkong breached the 
defense lines and scored the 
fourth goal for Marepkong 
thereby virtually sealing 
the outcome of  the game. 
However, to their credit, 
SSS Yellow was unrelenting 
and fought hard till the end. 
Their midfield breached 
the strong defense lines and 
missed a couple of  near 
goals – one deflected at the 
goal post and another free 
header. After the additional 
time to the 90 minutes play; 
YA Marepkong won the 
game 2-0.
Saturday’s match

2nd quarterfinal at 1p.m
Mongsenbai Youngsters vs 

Grand Elite’s


