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The world is round  
so that friendship may 

encircle it. 

~ Pierre Teilhard  
de Chardin
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aizawl 27° 20°
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Kolkata 33° 26°
chennai 32° 27°

 Max:  Min:
KOHIMA 26.4° 17.2°
dIMApur 32.2° 26°
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KOHIMA 30.4 95%
dIMApur 10.2 92%
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Colloquium on road connectivity NprAAF trains gun on 
roads and Bridges dept.

Nagaland contractors want quality control checks

    

World EntErtainmEnt SportS

Interkultur Org. invites Ibarisha 
Lyngdoh as judge in Colombo | p11

Five-wicket perera stars 
in Sri Lanka series win  |  p12

texas student fatally 
shoots police officer | P9

Our Correspondent 
Kohima, Oct. 10 (EMN): Rec-
ognizing that good roads are 
vital for economic growth and 
considering the quality of  roads 
in Nagaland, the state govern-
ment on Tuesday convened a 
colloquium on road connectiv-
ity with various stakeholders 
with a view to garner open and 
constructive suggestions to ush-
er better development of  roads 
and connectivity in the state. 
The meeting, held at the State 
Banquet Hall, was attended by 
legislators, former legislators, 
contractors, engineers from dif-
ferent departments, NGOs, trib-
al organizations, student bod-
ies, women activists, media and 
other civil society.

Delivering the keynote ad-
dress, Chief  Minister TR Zeliang 
said the government is aware 
of  the growing dissatisfaction 
expressed by various sections 
of  the people on the state’s in-
frastructure, particularly by the 
youth. Government has heard 
the voice of  the people for a 
resolute change and transforma-
tion within us, Zeliang stated, 
and further assured that his gov-
ernment is ‘committed to better 
transparency and accountability 
and will enact and uphold mech-
anisms’ and that it is working for 
more effective service to the peo-
ple and development of  roads in 
particular.

Towards this, he proposed to 
form a ‘Committee on Roads’ on 
priority to work jointly with the 
concerned department for im-
plementation of  better roads and 
connectivity at the earliest. 

“The thickened layers of  cor-
ruption in the state, built over 
decades, have become a vicious 
cycle but we will ensure that we 
stand on accountability with the 
support and change of  mind-
set amongst citizens themselves 
too,” the chief  minister said.

Narrating about his experi-
ences after launching his account 
in various social media platforms, 
Zeliang said he has seen different 
kinds of  reactions from the youth 
towards the government. He said 
some have put forward construc-
tive suggestions but many were 
merely content on criticizing the 
government alone, devoid of  giv-
ing any good suggestion.

Talking on the importance 
of  roads, he said the government 
aims to make Nagaland a nerve 
centre of  connectivity to the rest 
of  south east Asian countries. He 
stated that it is the responsibility 
of  the government of  the day 
to prepare concept papers and 
DPRs to get the sanction as per 
its vision document, but at the 
same time, the responsibility lies 
on the people or land owners to 
support implementation of  the 
projects, especially on two fronts-  
oversee that the projects are im-
plemented as per specification 
according to the approved DPR; 
and complete projects as per 
agreement between the depart-
ment and the firm (contractor). 

For the NGOs and public to 
do this, he stressed that transpar-
ency and accountability must be 
observed.  “The implementing 
agency should come out openly 
and give proper information as to 
which department is responsible 
for which road and which firm 

responsible for which portion 
of  the road. Good contractors 
will never hide their identity, but 
bogus firms/ contractors won’t 
like to come out and disclose 
themselves as their intention is 
not for development of  the roads 
but just to make money out of  
the projects,” Zeliang observed. 
Pointing out that politicians will 
come and go but departments for 
development will remain as long 
as people exist in the state, he as-
serted that the need of  the hour 
is to bring a change in the work-
ing system, wherever necessary. 
“If  we set a proper system, our 
contactors will go into quality 
competition and our youth can 
get employed in unskilled and 
skilled work,” he observed. 

He also stated that if  engi-
neers supervise the works regu-
larly on the spot, wherever the 
road projects are built, the depart-
ment can produce better roads 
and bridges to the people. While 
admitting that the government 
cannot perform miracles over-
night, but he said, there has to be 
a starting point and he strongly 
felt that transparency within the 
department itself  will be a good 
beginning. 

“Without pointing our fin-
gers to the past, we need to intro-
spect and realise that we all share 
equal responsibilities in building 
our state. We must revive our 
work ethics and work culture and 
understand that everything can-
not be alleviated by the coffers of  
the state. It needs the active par-
ticipation of  all the stakeholders 
to bring about a reformation and 
change within the state,” Zeliang 
stated.

Further, he urged upon the 
concerned agencies: national 
highways, NHIDCL, R&B and 
BRO to open accounts in social 
media and be more conversant 
with the people and the issues 
they are facing.

12,079.80 km of state’s road un-
der PWD (Roads & Bridges)

Minister for Roads and 
Bridges, Dr. Neikiesalie Kire 
highlighted during the event 
that except for few remote habi-
tations, the state of  Nagaland 
is connected by a road network 
stretching 12,079.80 km and 173 
bridges under PWD(R&B). He 
informed that these roads fall 
under different categories - State 
Highway(SH), Major District 
Road (MDR), Other District 
Road (OM), and Village Road 
(VR).

While stating that this net-
work of  road connectivity has 
brought about changes in the 
lives of  the people, Kire admit-
ted that the present condition 
of  this road network is not good 
condition. Nevertheless, he said 
the department is giving ‘all its 
efforts’ in the implementation 
of  various projects under differ-
ent programmes such as the Inter 
State Connectivity (ISC), Central 
Rood Fund(CRF), Economic 
Importance(E&I), Non-Lapsable 
Central Pool Resource(NLCPR), 
North Eastern Council (NEC), 
Pradhan Mantri Gram Sadak 
Yojana(PMGSY) and State 
Maintenance Fund.

“Inadequate maintenance 
of  roads is resulting in the dis-
turbances of  traffic, hampering 

economic growth and increase 
maintenance cost of  vehicles. 
For optimum utilisation of  road 
assets, timely maintenance is the 
need of  the hour,” the minister 
stated, asserting also that under 
no circumstances shall mainte-
nance be regarded as a second-
ary issue. 

Keeping this importance of  
road maintenance as one of  its 
foremost priorities, he said the 
dept. has framed the Nagaland 
Road Maintenance Policy and 
forwarded the same to the state 
government for approval and no-
tification. 

Kire also pointed out that in 
order to maintain and sustain 
the existing road infrastructure 
assets for more than 12,000 km 
and 173 bridges, the annual fund 
requirement was worked out to 
nearly RS.300 crore annually, 
which will be a huge burden on 
the State Exchequer. Thus, to en-
sure that allocation of  adequate 
fund as per the annual main-
tenance plans, he put across a 
suggestion that a dedicated road 
maintenance fund can be consid-
ered and created with funds re-
ceived or collected from different 
sources such as central and state 
grants, user charges and fees, 
cess, levies, tax revenues etc. 

The minister also highlighted 
the impact of  climate change 
which has resulted in the high 
precipitation and intense rainfall 
particularly this year’s monsoon, 
severely affecting road pavements 
and structures under the depart-
ment’s 24 working divisions. 

National highway: ongoing and 
impending projects 

At present, the state has 11 
roads under PWD (National 
Highways) covering a total length 
of  1546.68 km while another six 
national highways stretching 795 
km have recently been “approved 
in principle”. This was informed 
by the minister for National 
Highways, G Kaito Aye. The 
minister said the newly approved 
roads would connect all the 
district headquarters and cover 
three International Trade Cent-
ers at Longwa in Mon, Pangsha 
in Tuensang and Avangkhu in 
Phek, for which, a consultant has 
been appointed and preparation 
of  DPRs were in progress and 
early sanctions are awaited. 

Aye highlighted some of  the 
major ongoing highway projects 
in the state: Dimapur- Kohima 
four lane road being taken up by 
National Highway Infrastruc-
ture Development Corporation 
(NHIDCL), two lane road from 
Botsa to Wokha (32.40 km) along 
Kohima-Mokokchung road, two 
lane road from 168 km to 183 
km (15 km) along Mokokchung- 
Tuli section, construction of  city 
road from Golaghat Junction 
Dimapur to Patkai Bridge Chu-
mukedima (17 km), of  which, 
the works are to take off  shortly. 

On the roads that have been 
“approved in principle” with a 
total length of  759 km, he said 
these include NH 29 to NH 29 
total length of  2.7 km, Tsem-
inyu-Zunheboto-Aghunato-
Shamator-Noklak-Pangsha  (200 
km), Trans Eastern Highway 
from Mon-Longwa-Pangsha-
Kiphire-Avangkhu (280 km), 
Gandhi Ashram Chuchuyimlang 

Dimapur, Oct. 10 (EMN): 
Continuing its series of  
exposure on the practice 
of  financial mismanage-
ment committed by various 
departments of  the state 
government, the Naga-
land Public Rights Aware-
ness and Action Forum 
(NPRAAF) on Tuesday 
provided financial details 
suggesting misappropria-
tion in PWD (Roads and 
Bridges). 

“The state Finance 
department (Budget and 
Monitoring Cell) has re-
leased Rs 20 crore twice 
(total –Rs 40 crore) for all 
the 24 Divisions under 
PWD, Roads and Bridges 
during the same financial 
year 2016-17: first on 12 
December 2016 and then 
on 16 March 2017. The 
amounts were released un-
der Non-Plan for “main-
tenance of  roads” during 
2016-17.

“To avoid making it 
appear exactly the same, 
amounts were interchanged 
for Phek division and Pfut-
sero division in the second 
DA. Similarly, amounts 
for Kohima south division 
and construction division 
were also given a varia-
tion in the second DA but 
the total amount for this 
two divisions remained 
the same Rs 5.20 crore 
(total- Rs 10.40 crore) for 
both the DAs. The rest of  
the 20 divisions got exactly 
the same amount for the 
two consecutive DAs,” in-
formed a press release from 
the group on Tuesday. 

According to the 
NPRAAF: “The releases 
of  these amounts are in ad-
dition to crore of  rupees re-
leased separately for differ-
ent stretches of  roads within 
the 24 divisions. When the 
FD releases Rs. 20 crore for 
all the 24 divisions, it is a 
glaring record-breaking ex-
ercise that Rs. 20 crore ap-
proximately was released 
for improvement of  road 
from City Tower to DC 
Court Junction Dimapur as 
reported in the local dailies. 
This road stretch could be 
the most prestigious road in 
the entire state whereby the 
authorities appear to up-
grade the road into ‘Smart 
Road’ since Dimapur has 
so far not made it to the list 
of  Smart City Project.”

The Finance depart-
ment, according to the 
statement, also released Rs. 
8 crore (21 March 2017) 
under non-plan for various 
works mentioned thus:
•	 Phek	 town	 road	 repair:	

Rs. 1 crore
•	 Kohima	town	works:	Rs.	

3 crore
•	 Improvement	 of 	 Mon	

town roads: Rs. 1 crore
•	 Black	topping	of 	Bayavu	

circular road: Rs. 50 lakh 
•	 Billy	Graham	Road:	Rs.	

1.50 crore
•	 Cathedra,	 AG,	 Ladys	

Mile etc: Rs. 60 lakh
•	 Flyover	Bridge	approach	

road and Eros lane ap-
proach road Dimapur: 
Rs. 40 lakh.

Another Rs. 40 lakh (14 
March 2017) was released 
under non-plan for “MR 
of Bayavu circular road via 
NBCC office”, it stated. 
“The FD also released a 
total amount of  Rs. 3.39 
crore on two occasions 
dated 9 December 2016 
and 30 March 2017 during 
2016-17 for the following:
•	 On	 9	 December	 2016,	

Rs. 3.05 crore was re-
leased under NLCPR as 
“Release of  Grant com-
ponent only for upgrada-
tion (sic) of  road from 
Alongchem to Mang-
kolemba via Impur, Mop-
ungchuket, Omngchem 
15 km (Ph-1) (Up to 
WBM and Bituminous 
works) - 3rd and Final 
Instalment.”

•	 On	 30	March	 2017,	 Rs.	
33.90 lakh was released 
under state plan as state 
share towards NLCPR 
for the above mentioned 
project.

“If  the above two re-
leases were the 3rd and final 
instalment, the FD is urged 
to inform the public on the 
earlier releases for the same 
project and provide the to-
tal amount for it. Further, 
a total amount of  Rs. 12.32 
crore was released on three 
occasions for “construction 
of  Viswema-Kidima-Zuke-
tsa-Tadubi road” during 
2016-17 dated as under:
•	 On	 16	 June	 2016,	 Rs.	

299.98 lakh was released 
under State Plan as State 
Share (4th, 5th, 6th and 
7th instalment).

•	 On	13	October	2016,	Rs.	
333.33 lakh was released 
under NEC (9th instal-
ment).

•	 On	 6	 March	 2017,	 Rs.	
599.10 lakh was released 
under NEC (10th instal-
ment).

As such, the NPRAAF 
has asked the department 
of  Finance to ‘enlighten 
members of  the public on 
the total cost of  the project 
and amount released so 
far.’
Rs. 20 cr. for Highway 
maintenance 

The Finance depart-
ment had released Rs. 
19.24 crore during 2016-
17 for repair/maintenance 
of  national highways-
ordinary repairs-special 
maintenance-flood dam-
age repair, according to the 
NPRAAF.

“Out of  this amount, 
Rs. 2.90 crore was released 
on two occasions even 
before the GoI sanction 
money was received by 
the state government. The 
amounts were released on 
the strength of  fund alloca-
tion conveyed by the GoI, 
Ministry of  Road Trans-
port and Highways. There 
are several cases of  such 
fund-anticipated releases 
by the FD flouting norms 
and procedures.”

Dimapur, Oct. 10 
(EMN): The Nagaland 
Government Registered 
Class- I Contractors’ Un-
ion (NGRC- ICU) has 
asked the chief  minister to 
make use of  the services 
of  Quality Control Board 
constituted by the govern-
ment to check progress of  
work and specification of  
work as per DPR etc., in 
all major projects ‘so that 
the contractor's workman-
ship can be checked thor-
oughly while executing the 
work.’

Also, basing on the re-
port and recommendation 
of  the board, the depart-
ment concerned can take 
‘appropriate decisions’, it 
suggested in a represen-
tation addressed to the 
chief  minister. “...in the 
past mega projects in Na-
galand undertaken by the 
contractors from outside 
Nagaland had executed 

the contract works with a 
view that outside contrac-
tors are more competent 
than the local contractors. 

“As such, for up-gra-
dation of  Naga Hospital 
Authority Kohima, con-
tract work was awarded to 
Sir Edward Dunlop Hos-
pitals Company. Without 
much elaboration to this 
work execution, the con-
tract work executed on 
the ground was only 30%, 
however, bills released to 
the company was more 
than the work executed. In 
the end the company aban-
doned the contract work 
completely by leaving the 
famous Naga Hospital 
in a very ugly condition. 
Thereafter, government re-
quested the PWD depart-
ment to take up the work 
for completion but the de-
partment declined to do so 
and till date no work is ini-
tiated for its completion.”

It then cited the in-
famous SARDP project 
for the upgrade of  exist-
ing single lane road into 
two-lane-roads under four 
different projects: Cha-
khabama to Zunheboto 
road, Changtongya to 
Longleng road, Pfutsero 
to Phek road and Mon-
Tamlu-Merangkong road 
– awarded to Gayatri and 
Myatas (N).

“These projects in the 
end were abandoned by 
the contractors without 
completing even a sin-
gle kilometre out of  total 
length of  318 Km (sic)...as 
stated earlier, the contrac-
tors could not complete 
even an earth work but the 
department released the 
contractor's bill amounting 
to Rs. 602.34 crore, which 
shows that there is huge 
excess payment made to 
the contractor.”

It warned that the 

ongoing construction of  
four lane road between 
Dimapur and Kohima 
could also face similar fate 
if  the government and the 
department concerned do 
not take the warning seri-
ously. 

“Presently, the work 
as per our observation, 
only about 50% of  earth 
work may have been com-
pleted. The question to be 
answered is whether these 
works can be completed 
within the stipulated pe-
riod of  three years time 
when the contractors 
could complete only 50% 
of  earth work and about 
5% culverts even after a 
year of  starting the work 
i.e. November, 2016. 

“Will the government 
allow the road to face 
the same fate to previous 
mega projects, the NGRC-
1CU feel that government 
should not repeat the same 
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PUBLIC NOTICE

In a scathing observation, the Na-
galand Public Rights Awareness 
and Action Forum (NPRAAF) 
on Tuesday wondered ‘what 
connectivity is the government 
talking about now only when 
people have already lost most of  
the roads and bridges to connect 
to other side of their habitat?’

A press statement from the 
NPRAAF asked it the round-
table held on Tuesday was ‘a 
colloquium on connectivity after 
the government has finished all 
money meant for development?’ 

“No amount of presenta-
tions showed by the various 
departments on ongoing works 
can erase the irregularities com-
mitted earlier. The conspicuous 
absence of MLAs from the other 
NPF party also sheds a different 
light about the meeting.”

While reporting the chief  
minister as saying that people 
mocking the government “will 
never bring the solution”, the 
NPRAAF retorted that ‘solu-
tion to corruption can came only 

from fearless investigation to 
bring out the entire truth.’

It stated that the chief min-
ister’s statement – as seen from 
video footages circulated in the 
internet – that “after this con-
sultation, let us see who will still 
go negative and who will come 
out with positive suggestions” 
was a veiled warning to those 
who demand clarifications from 
the government departments on 
various irregularities. 

“NPRAAF will never be 
cowed down by such diplomati-
cally crafted veiled warnings but 
will relentlessly fight for public 
rights until issues are arrived at 
logical conclusions. NPRAAF 
reiterates its demand to the 
government for setting up SIT 
headed by chief secretary to 
probe into the irregularities in 
various departments highlighted 
by NPRAAF in the local dai-
lies. Initiative to request central 
investigating agencies to step in 
will be inevitable if  the demand 
is wilfully ignored.” 

NH 2 to Pangsha ITC (167 km), 
Maibung in Tening to Tamenlong 
via Tamai in Manipur (75 km), 
and Sinulagari-Bihubar in Assam 
to Mon ( 71 km). Towards this, 
he appealed to all the tribal bod-
ies to extend their cooperation in 
acquiring land made free from all 
encumbrances for successful con-
struction of  roads.

Appreciating the concept of  
the colloquium on roads con-
nectivity involving stakeholders, 
Aye said provoking the govern-
ment with constructive criticism 
is good and welcome but there 
is a limit where the government 
is unable to fulfil all the desires 
or the demands of  the organiza-
tions, civil society and other con-
cerned citizens.

He also talked briefly about 
some of  the controversy-ridden 
road projects in the state. Under 
SARDP NE phase-I, he said the 
329 km road construction works 
to connect four districts (Phek, 
Mon, Longleng and Mokok-
chung) failed to pull through 
amid litigation resulting in the 
cancellation of  all the works 
for the previous contractor and 
the court reassigned the work 
to NHIDCL to take over. He in-
formed that land encumbrance-
free certificates are being await-
ed from Phek and Mon districts, 
following which, the works will 
commence.

The minister also maintained 
that roads do not belong to the 
government but that they be-
longed to the citizens and eve-
ryone suffer together when there 
are bad or no roads. As such, he 
appealed to all the tribal leaders 
for cooperation and active par-
ticipation, particularly when it 
comes to land issues. 

Aye also emphasized the 
need for the public to segregate 
issues, pointing out that the gov-
ernment’s duty is to bring the 
projects and channelize them 
through contractors. He said 
sanction of  funds is not an issue 
anymore as it used to be, but how 
to kick off  and how to complete 
are the main concerns at hand.

Departmental presentations 

were made by National High-
ways, NHIDCL, PWD (R&B), 
Border Roads Organisation 
(BRO) and also the Nagaland 
State Disaster Management Au-
thority (NSDMA).

During discussion, represent-
atives of  different civil society 
raised questions on the workman-
ship and quality of  roads particu-
larly on BRO stretches. Mainte-
nance of  roads and allocation 
of  works to capable contractors 
were also the core topics during 
the session, along with affects of  
climate change.

RESOLUTIONS:
• Transparency, Accountabil-

ity and Accountability to 
ensure good quality roads 
in Nagaland;

• Sense of ownership by 
public- Cooperation from 
Landowners, Villages and 
Community to expedite 
construction of roads;

• Display of project details 
with names of contractors/
firms/dates of contract/
scheduled date of com-
pletion on sign-boards on 
project sites;

• Prepare a holistic road de-
velopment plan by conduct-
ing survey of all the roads 
under different depart-
ments/agencies;

• Plotting of the roads on GIS 
map and assign agency-
wise roads to ensure proper 
monitoring and supervision 
of projects;

• Use of appropriate technol-
ogy for making and main-
taining roads;

• Involve the State Quality 
Control Board to ensure the 
quality of the roads con-
struction/maintenance

• To use social media in a 
constructive way, for dis-
seminating information, 
better monitoring, updates 
of status of work etc.

‘Colloquium on non-existent connectivity’

mistake as before, moreo-
ver, Dimapur-Kohima 
National Highway is the 
lifeline for rest Nagaland 
apart from Dimapur.” 

It also asked the chief  

minister ‘to take a physi-
cal ride to Kohima town 
roads and thereafter, direct 
the department to take up 
the work wherever it is 
required for necessary ac-

tion.’ the Union requested 
the government to organ-
ise seminars for local con-
tractors as well as “award 
certificates to deserving 
contractors.” 



State observes World mental Health Day

UBC to host global leaders summit JMC holds sanctification programme

Homestay training 
held in Mon

Moasunep wins award for education programmeCM condoles death

National theatre festival underway in Mkg 
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Resource persons Dr. Viketoulie Pienyii, Dr. Zavize Rume, and Dr. Boniface D Souza, along with ANCA 
president Fr. C Joseph on the occasion of world mental health day.

Officials of District Mental Health Programme along with the members of Missionaries of Charity pose 
for a group photo on the occasion of World Mental Health Day.

Inmates of State Mental Health Institute Kohima presenting a special 
number on world mental health day at Kohima on October 10.
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Organisers of Global Leadership Summit briefing the media persons at UBC, Kohima, on Tuesday.
 EM Images

Members of MTBA along with Longkhum Baptist Church, Village Council Longkhum and land donors at 
new JMC site in Longkhum village on October 10.

 EM Images

Artistes enacting play on “Jina & Etiben” directed by Bendang Walling on the first night of the National Theatre Festival 2017 at Mokokchung Town Hall on October 10.
 EM Images

EM Bureau
Kohima/Dimapur, Oct. 10 (EMN): 
Marking the dedicated 25th year of  
raising awareness on mental health 
issues and fighting the still associated 
stigma, the State Mental Health In-
stitute, Kohima, observed the World 
Mental Health Day on the global 
theme ‘Mental health in work place’ 
on October 10.

Clearing the misconception that 
mental health is a ‘curse and black 
magic,’ Medical Superintendent, Dr. 
T Wabang said mental illness is not 
a curse or cause by black magic but 
because of a narrow chemical changes 
in the brain. He said the main objec-
tive of  observing the day is to create 
awareness about mental health issues 
and mobilising efforts in support of  
mental health.

Noting that 9 million Indians are 
suffering from severe mental problems 
with only 10% getting the treatment, 
Dr. Wabang remarked that very less 
people go for treatment due to lack 
of  awareness, ignorance stigma and 
misconceptions. He strongly asserted 

on the need to educate the people 
to remove these barriers by creating 
awareness.

Speaking on the theme, Clinical 
Psychologist, Themmungla, said 
more than 300 million people suffer 
from depression- the leading cause 
of  disability. She said depression 
and anxiety disorders are common 
mental disorders which impacted 
on the stability to work and to work 
productively. 

While pointing out that workplace 
is where we spent most of  our lives, 
she said our experience in the work-
place is one of the factors determining 
overall wellbeing. 

Themmungla suggested on the 
need to outline objectives and im-
plement strategies to promote good 
mental health in the work place by 
addressing social determinants of  
mental health such as living standards 
and working conditions; activities for 
prevention and promotion of  health 
and mental health, activities to reduce 
stigmatization and discrimination.

Mental illness, she pointed out has 

a significant impact on our society - 
individually, socially, economically 
which affects each person differently. 
Hence, she said it is important for all 
individuals in the workplace to be 
aware of potential contributing factors 
to mental health issues and strategies 
to maintain a positive pathway to 
mental health care and early reporting 
of  symptoms.

While acknowledging that mental 
illness can be frightening whereby 
such persons might hide their mental 
health problems at work place due to 
fear of  stigma and discrimination, she 
called upon all to change attitude.

Observing with regret the reported 
increase of  suicide cases in the state 
over the years, State Programme 
Officer (NMHP) Dr. Khriezotuo at-
tributed ‘depression’ as the main cause 
of  suicidal cases as per the research.

Briefly out lightning on the ac-
tivities undertaken under NMHP, he 
informed that plan is afoot to slowly 
integrate mental OPD to the general 
OPDs in the district hospitals.

With only six psychiatrists so far 

in the State, Dr. Khriezotuo informed 
that medical officers in the districts are 
being given basic training on how to 
handle and treat people with mental 
illness. It was also informed that Ko-
hima will soon get a district mental 
health programme.

A representative from the District 
Legal Services Authority Kohima 
highlighted on the rights of  the men-
tally ill persons and also stressed on 
the need to create more awareness on 
a wider platform to remove stigma 
and discrimination associated with 
mental health issues. 

ANCA: All Nagaland Counsellors’ 
Association (ANCA) has observed 
the world mental health day in Ko-
hima State College of  Teacher Educa-
tion on the theme “Mental health in 
the workplace.”

Fr. C. Joseph, president of ANCA, 
in his keynote address, insisted that 
mental health is essential for all indi-
viduals as it enables them to realise 
their full potential, cope with normal 
stresses of  life, work productively and 

contribute to their communities.
Asala, Assistant Professor of  

the College, invoked God’s blessing, 
while the college principal Hekishe 
Sumi delivered the welcome address. 
Dr. Fr. Boniface D Soza, chaired the 
programme. 

Speeches were also delivered 
given by Dr. ZaviseRume, Associate 
Professor, SCERT; and Dr. Viketoulie 
Pienyii, Senior Medical Officer, State 
Mental Health Institute, Kohima; on 
characteristics of  mental health and 
significance of  the day. 

A special number ‘Carry your can-
dle’ by one of  the students enthralled 
the audience. The celebration reached 
the climax with the students Interac-
tion and the concluding remark of  the 
chairman.

DMHP: World Mental Health Day 
on the theme, “Mental Health in 
Workplace” was observed at District 
Mental Health Programme (DMHP), 
Dimapur, observed the World Mental 
Day with the participation of  around 
80 members. 

Theme speaker Dr. C Kezo, Nodal 
Officer, DMHP, has stressed on the 
essence of  working in a peaceful 
environment. According to him ‘A 
work place is where you stay happy 
and have the willingness to work and 
give your best.’ 

He concluded his speech with an 
appeal to create a better world with no 
stigma and make a productive work-
ing environment. 

Kevitho Kera, social activist and 
member of  ACAUT who has been 
suffering for 7 years with his illness, 
lamented lack of awareness on mental 
illness. He encouraged the clients for 
continuous follow up and treatment 
for better recovery. 

Sister Mamta, In-charge for Mis-
sionaries of  Charity, shared about the 
work done by their association. She 
said that they are a part of  small drop 
in the ocean serving humanity. 

The programme was chaired by 
Pupoi, DMHP staff, while special 
song and dance was performed by 
residents of  Missionaries of  Charity 
family. 

Our Correspondent
Kohima, Oct. 9 (EMN): 
Union Baptist Church 
(UBC), Kohima, has an-
nounced to host a two-day 
leadership Global Leaders 
Summit (GLS) on Octo-
ber 13 and 14. The Global 
Leadership Summit (GLS), 
will be held via video cast 
worldwide with renowned 
leaders around the globe as 
speakers.

Announcing this at a 
press conference at UBC, 
Kohima, on Tuesday after-
noon, Rev. Dr. Rachülie Vi-
hienuo, Director of organis-
ing team GLS, Kohima, 
said the summit will inspire 
and equip leaders from dif-
ferent backgrounds includ-
ing church, government 
business, not-for-profit or-
ganisations etc.

“GLS serves as an oasis 
for such people because 
it offers a unique blend 
of  vision, inspiration and 
practical skills which can 
be immediately applied in 
one’s life,” stated Vihienuo.

A two-day GLS will 
be held at Union Baptist 
Church, Kohima, on Octo-

ber 13 and 14 from 9 AM 
– 5 PM. Four sessions will 
be held each day including 
special music, food, and 
discussions. The organisers 
have expected about 300 
delegates to the summit.

The organisers  in-
formed that all the speak-
ers will be presented via 
video-cast on a movie-the-
atre-sized screen to ensure 
a high-quality real-time 
summit experience. GLS 
survey worldwide has indi-
cated that the Summits held 
via video-cast are much 

more impactful than the 
live Summit in the USA.

It was learned that GLS 
Kohima was awarded the 
“best site for excellence in 
facilitation” this year at the 
main Summit in Willow 
Creek, Illinois, USA held 
from August 10-11.

The Summit speak-
ers are from diverse back-
grounds. The line-up for 
this year’s faculty are Bill 
Hydels, founder and senior 
pastor of  Willow Creek 
Community Church; Sher-
yl Sandberg, chief  operat-

ing officer Facebook; Bryan 
Stevenson, founder and 
executive director of  Equal 
Justice Initiative; Juliet 
Funt, CEO of Whitespace 
at Work; Sam Adeyemi, 
founder and senior pastor 
of Daystar Christian Centre 
in Nigeria; Laszlo Bock, 
senior advisor of  Google; 
Gary Haugen, founder and 
CEO of  International Jus-
tice Mission; Angela Duck-
worth, professor, University 
of  Pennsylvania; Fredrik 
Haren, author; and Andy 
Stanley, leadership author.

Our Correspondent
Mokokchung, Oct. 10 
(EMN): Jubilee Memorial 
College (JMC) - one of the 
mission wings of Mokokc-
hung Town Baptist Church 
(MTBA), held a sanctifica-
tion programme at its new 
college site in Longkhum 
village in the presence of  
Longkhum Baptist Church, 
Longkum village council 
and land donors on Tues-
day.

The new college site is 
ideally located at a strategic 
location on NH 61 some 
20 kilometres away from 
Mokokchung town and less 
than 10 kilometres away 
from VK Town, Zunheboto.

The pastor of  MTBA 
Rev. Ponen Longchar dis-
closed that 200 plus acres 
was donated to the church to 
start the vision college by the 
Longkhum village. Presently 
JMC located in the heart of  
Mokokchung town imparts 
Art degree courses. 

“Apart from University 
Grants Commission (UGC) 
syllabus, the college provides 

Dimapur, Oct 10 (EMN): 
A homestay training, or-
ganised by YouthNet, in 
collaboration with I Love 
My Mon Town (ILMMT) 
and Alder Tours and Trav-
els under National Skill 
Development Corporation 
on the theme ‘Transforming 
the skill landscape’ began 
on October 10 at District 
Executive Hall, DC’s office 
complex, Mon.

Speaking at the inaugu-
ral programme, Yanithung 
N Ngullie, EAC, Mon, 
termed Mon as one of  the 
most important districts for 
tourist destination due to its 
rich cultural and traditional 
values. He has termed such 
training as need of the hour 
in order to solve unemploy-
ment problems. Attribut-
ing that Nagas are known 
for their hospitality, he has 
urged to improvise ‘home 
stay’ facilities in order to 
attract tourists. 

He also advised the 
trainees to be attentive and 
complete the full course 
and obtain the certificate 
of  National Skill Develop-
ment Corporation so that 
they can make a future for 
themselves. 

Neingusel Luho, from 
YouthNet, has lamented on 
lack of good hotels in Mon 
despite possessing all po-
tentials to attract tourists. In 
this regard, he has suggested 
setting up home stay for the 
benefit of  both tourists and 

the local populace.
Kejaroko Pieru, Alder 

Tour & Travel, said home 
stay training is first of  its 
kind in Nagaland. Stating 
that foreign tourists love 
to get firsthand experience 
by practically involving in 
everything that the locals 
do, he said such opportunity 
could be offered only when 
the local people are trained 
and prepared to let the tour-
ist stays in their homes. He 
further stated that home 
stay will not only gener-
ate income but also ensure 
meeting different people of  
the world. 

During the course of the 
training, the trainees will 
be taught on basic of tour-
ism, tourist and home stay, 
marketing home stay, creat-
ing home stay and relevant 
system, safety and health, 
communication skills, basic 
of  computer, handling dif-
ferent types of social media, 
option of finance, budgeting 
and finance, entrepreneur-
ship and soft skills, F&B 
services, cleanliness and hy-
giene, housekeeping service 
and customer service. 

Altogether 30 trainees 
have been selected out of  
hundred applicants.

T h e  p r o g r a m  wa s 
chaired by T Chingmei 
Konyak, member ILMMT, 
while the welcome address 
was delivered by Dr. Chen-
jei Konyak, member IL-
MMT.

Dimapur, Oct. 10 (EMN): A docu-
mentary film titled ‘Not in fine feath-
er?’ directed and cinematographed 
by Moasunep Kichu of  Chungtia 
village has won the best education 
programme of the year at CEC-UGC 
Educational Video Competition 2015-
16. He received the award from Gov-
ernor of Himachal Pradesh, Acharya 
Dev Vrat, which includes a trophy, 
certificate of excellence and a cheque 
of Rs 50,000. 

The prestigious CEC-UGC Edu-

cational Video Competition was held 
in Himachal Pradesh University, 
Shimla, on October 5 and 6. The na-
tional level competition was opened 
to all educational institutions, media 
production and individuals. It was 
meant to nurture, encourage and rec-
ognise excellence in educational video 
programme production.

‘Not in fine feather?’ explores 
the production and performance of  
badminton shuttlecocks as a local 
cottage industry. In the 22 minutes 

documentary, it has a history of  the 
manufacture of shuttlecocks in India 
and the current crisis plaguing the 
sector in India. The documentary is 
available in YouTube. 

Kichu is also expertised in devel-
oping Massive Open Online Course 
(MOOC) and e-content. MOOC is a 
courseware for UGC model curricu-
lum and Choice Based Credit System 
(CBCS) which is available online free 
of  cost in SWAYAM platform of  
MHRD, Government of India.  

Dimapur, Oct 10 (EMN): 
State chief  minister, TR 
Zeliang, has condoled the 
demise of  Er. Dikhrolo 
Mero, Retired Engineer in 
Chief, who passed away 
at CIHSR, Dimapur, on 
October 10. 

Zeliang has described 
Dikhrolo as not only a sin-
cere and dedicated officer 
but also an outstanding 

Naga leader whose death 
is a major loss for the Na-
gas. He said Dikhrolo’s 
contributions to the State 
government and towards 
the welfare of  the citizens 
will ever be cherished.

He has conveyed con-
dolence to the bereaved 
f a m i ly  m e m b e r s  a n d 
prayed for the departed 
soul to rest in peace.

Our Correspondent
Mokokchung, Oct. 10 
(EMN): Theatrical pres-
entation titled ‘Jina & Eti-
ben’ directed by Bendang 
Walling has impressed an 
audience of 500 on the first 
night of the national theatre 
festival which got underway 
at Mokokchung Town Hall 
on Tuesday.

The 12th century era 
love story of  “Jina & Eti-
ben” was beautifully en-
acted by the actors to the 
delight of  the audience. It 
depicted the fight between 
“Haves and Haves not” 
which is still prevailing in 
the present generation.

Chairman of  Mokokc-
hung Entrepreneur Consor-
tium and chief guest of the 
programme, Tsukti Long-
kumer, has resented on the 
prevailing corruption, ter-
rorism and evil practices in 
the society at a times when 
right thinking citizen are 
working for peace, prosper-
ity, change and transforma-

tion.
Tsukti went on to allege 

that “religious leaders have 
become unreliable, politi-
cians have become cheaters, 
policemen have become 
rogue more than the crimi-
nals, public leaders and 
administrators have become 
puppet of the politicians.

“Entire machineries in 
our country are running at 
the brink of breaking down 
because of corruption, self-
ish leadership and unscru-
pulous people blindly fol-
lowing behind their blind 
masters,” he asserted.

In this connection, he 
said the role portrayed by 

artistes in the drama was 
a pertinent tool to educate 
the people with truth. “Per-
forming Arts should be the 
vehicle to carry right under-
standing, justice, honesty 
and virtues in the society,” 
Tsukti said

He opined that stage 
performances and dramas 

are inexpensive and have 
more freedom to depict the 
reality people are facing and 
to inform about the need 
for change through motiva-
tional plays.

Tsukti further encour-
aged all sections of society 
to give importance to en-
actment of  dramas with a 

motive to bring change in 
this corrupt era.

Shorts speeches were 
delivered by Lemlila Sang-
tam, SDO (Civil) Mokok-
chung, and festival director 
Parag Sharma. Folksong 
and dances were also per-
formed by cultural troupe 
from Ungma Village.  

music, spiritual counselling 
and enrichment courses 
for the students to prepare 
for competitive examina-
tions,” said associate profes-
sor (HOD Physic, FAC) Dr. 
Imtiwati, who is one of the 
Board of Directors of JMC.

He disclosed that en-
richment courses include 
mathematical skill, gen-
eral knowledge, science and 
technologic, geography and 
lectures on burning issues 

etc by well-versed academi-
cians.

It may be mentioned 
that on November 10, 2016, 
a MoU was inked between 
MTBA and landowners at 
Longkhum Church with 
Longkhum Baptist Church 
and Longkhum Village 
Council as witnesses.

According to Rev. Ponen 
an agreement was signed 
with land donors to return 
the donated land if  the 

church does not required the 
land anymore in the future.

Rev. Ponen disclosed 
that the church envisioned 
establishing a residential 
college adding MTBA 
has started working on 
the plan. Representatives 
from Longkhum Baptist 
Church and Village Council 
Longkhum also spoke at 
the programme which was 
followed by sanctification 
prayer.
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Water project bribery case: Louis 
Berger assures cooperation 

Train services affected in NE 
due to ‘Rail Roko’ agitation

‘Tripura toughest for gas 
exploration with best success ratio’

Security tightened along Mizoram border

6Th Hill leaders day observed in Manipur

Power ministers of NE states to meet tomorrow

CHC Mao wins the best healthcare centre

KSA organises central extended meet

Guwahati, Oct. 10 (PTI): Louis 
Berger, the US-based consultancy 
firm which had allegedly bribed 
unnamed Assam government of-
ficials to secure water consultancy 
projects, today said it would coop-
erate with the Indian officials in 
probing the case.

The issue had come to light in 
2015 after one Bhaben Handique 
had filed a police case in Guwa-
hati alleging the US firm had paid 
Rs six crore to Assam officials 
and politicians to bag the Rs 1,452 
crore contract of  a water supply 
project here.

According to a statement is-
sued by the company here, “The 
company self-reported Assam 

issues under a comprehensive 
company-led anti corruption 
campaign and will continue to co-
operate with the Indian officials, 
just as we did in the US.” 

The case was handed over to 
the Criminal Investigation De-
partment by the then Congress 
government but Handique went 
to the Hight Court seeking a Cen-
tral Bureau of  Investigation probe 
alleging that the state agency was 
going slow and trying to shield 
some influential people connected 
with the case.

The Gauhati High Court had 
passed an order last month direct-
ing the case be handed over to the 
CBI as the CID has not investi-

gated the case in “right earnest 
and has been conducting the same 
in a partisan manner”.

Following the Hight Court’s 
directive, Louis Berger issued the 
statement claiming that it was 
the result of  the company’s own 
internal anti corruption investiga-
tions that the company “uncovered 
improper payments made in 2010 
and prior by former managers who 
we separated from the company”.

“As a US company, we volun-
tarily reported these issues to the 
US Department of  Justice and 
supported their investigations, 
finally resulting in a settlement 
with the US government in 2015,” 
the statement said.

As a result of  the company’s 
cooperation, the US government 
did not pursue prosecution, in-
stead agreed to defer prosecution 
as long as the company paid a 
fine and continued to meet the 
standards of  a US government 
appointed monitor.

“We are also committed to 
cooperate fully with the Indian 
authorities in their investigations, 
just as we did in the US,” the 
statement added.

“The company has invested 
more than USD 25 million for 
over seven years to transform 
Louis Berger into one of  the most 
ethical companies in India,” it 
said.

G u wa h a t i ,  O c t  . 1 0 
(IANS): A “Rail Roko” 
agitation by the All Bodo 
Students’ Union (ABSU) 
on Tuesday affected train 
services in Assam and ad-
joining states, forcing the 
Northeast Frontier Railway 
(NFR) to cancel at least 
20 inbound and outbound 
trains inconveniencing 
thousands of  travellers.

The “Rail Roko” was 
organised as part of the AB-
SU’s agitation programme 
intensifying its long stand-
ing demand for the creation 
of a separate Bodoland state 
involving the areas under 
the Bodoland Territorial 
Areas Districts (BTAD).

NFR CPRO Pranav 
Jyoti Sharma said picket-
ers blocked railway tracks 
at Kokrajhar under Ali-
purduar division and at 
Dhekiajuli Road station 
under Rangiya division 
since 5 a.m. on Tuesday. 

“As a result, running 
of  trains was affected and 
at least 20 trains have been 
controlled at various sta-
tions so far,” he added.

He said that around 
14,000 to 15,000 ABSU 
supporters began the 12-
hour agitation programme 
at Kokrajhar and Dheki-
ajuli railway stations.

The ABSU and several 
other organisations have 

decided to revive the agita-
tion for a separate Bod-
oland state starting October 
10. While the first phase of  
the agitation is to hold a 
“Rail Roko” programme, 
an indefinite economic 
blockade will be held in 
the BTAD from November 
if  the government fails to 
respond to their demands.

The ABSU, the pro-
talk faction of  the Na-
tional Democratic Front 
of  Bodoland (NDFB), 
has joined hands with 
the Peoples’ Joint Action 
Committee for Bodoland 
Movement (PJACBM) in 
reviving their movement 
for a separate state.

Aizawl, Oct. 10 (PTI): 
Eight additional compa-
nies of  Assam Rifles have 
been deployed along the 
Mizoram-Myanmar bor-
der to ensure that no Ro-
hingya Muslims entered 
the state from the neigh-
bouring country, a senior 
police official said today.

The vigil was tightened 
on the instructions of  the 
Centre, he said.“Three 
companies of  Assam Ri-
fles included personnel 

from its battalion head-
quarters at Aizawl, Serch-
hip and Lunglei,” he said.

The other five compa-
nies had personnel from 
Assam, Manipur and Na-
galand, he added.

The official, howev-
er, expressed doubts that 
Rohingyas would enter 
Mizoram as the Rakhine 
state in Myanmar, where 
they were concentrated, 
was too far from the bor-
der and the language, re-

ligion and culture of  the 
Mizo people were differ-
ent from that of  theirs.

No Rohingya had en-
tered the state till date, the 
official asserted.The India 
government has decided to 
deport Rohingya refugees 
from India.

Members of  the com-
munity have been fleeing 
from Myanmar to neigh-
bouring countries in re-
cent times after facing 
violence and persecution.

Agartala, Oct. 10 (IANS): 
Despite Tripura being the 
toughest zone for gas ex-
ploration in the world, the 
success ratio here is the best, 
a top ONGC official said.

The Oil  and Natu-
ral Gas Corporation has 
drilled 225 wells in Tripura 
so far, of  which 116 were 
found to be gas-bearing.

“Due to high pressure 
of  gas and unusual for-
mation beneath the soil, 
Tripura is the toughest 
zone for drilling and ex-
ploration of  gas in the 
world. However, success 
ratio is 1:2 in the state 
against the world success 
ratio of  1:5,” ONGC’s 
Executive Director Gau-
tam Kumar Singha Roy 
told media persons here 

on Monday night.
He said the company 

would start exploration 
works in the Tichna area 
after it gets forest and en-
vironment clearance from 
the central government 
within the next six months.

The Maharatna com-
pany has, for the last 12 
years, not been able to pro-
ceed with its exploration 
work in the region due to 
the lack of  environmental 
clearance as it falls un-
der the Tichna (Trishna) 
Bison National Park and 
Wildlife Sanctuary.

The ONGC has, since 
1962, established around 
41 billion cubic metre 
(BCM) of  recoverable gas 
reserves in Tripura’s 11 gas 
fields.

Roy said the ONGC 
had to spend Rs 16 lakh 
per day for drilling of  gas 
in Tripura against Rs 4.5 
crore in the deep sea areas.

The ONGC earl ier 
planned to set up a Rs 
5,000 crore fertiliser plant 
in Tripura in association 
with the state government 
and Rajasthan-based firm, 
Chambal Fertilisers and 
Chemicals Ltd.

“The fate of  the pro-
posed fertiliser plant is not 
bright as sufficient natural 
gas is yet to be found in 
the Khubal area. At least 
25 gas producing wells are 
required for such a big fer-
tiliser plant. ONGC has so 
far drilled eight wells and 
gas has been found in only 
onel,” the official added.

Our Correspondent
Imphal, Oct .10 (EMN): 
Around 500 people in-
cluding civil society or-
ganisation leaders, village 
authority executives and 
village chiefs of  hill areas 
brought 191 complaints to 
the notice of  Chief  Minis-
ter N Biren Singh on the 
6th Hill Leaders’ Day on 
Tuesday.

The CM  interacted 
with this huge number of  
visitors from 9 am to 1 
pm. Briefing media per-
sons, Biren informed that 
apart from several indi-
vidual matters, problems 
like absence of  Govern-

ment officials and poor 
infrastructure in hill areas 
were mainly brought to 
his notice on the day’s Hill 
Leaders’ Day.

S ta t ing  tha t  many 
differently-abled persons 
and widows lamented 
their woes on the day, the 
Chief  Minister informed 
that the State Government 
would announce a special 
scheme for them within 
this month.

However, the scheme 
would be implemented 
with effect from this year’s 
International Day of  Disa-
bled Persons i.e. Dec. 3, 
2017, he added.

Stating that many peo-
ple, who came on Hill 
Leaders’ Day, pleaded him 
to help them in the con-
struction of  their houses, 
the CM said that the en-
titled benefits of  different 
schemes are seemingly 
not reaching the targeted 
population.

As such, he had con-
vened a review meeting 
of  PMAY scheme, he in-
formed. He said that he 
had directed the authority 
concerned to serve expla-
nation call to the officials 
who do not attend office 
regularly.

Regarding infrastruc-

ture requirements which 
could not be reflected in 
the last State budget, the 
CM contended that he had 
instructed the DCs con-
cerned to send a proposal 
each to the State Planning 
Department.

It may be mentioned 
that the CM announced 
during his maiden visit to 
Ukhrul district on April 11 
this year that the 10th day 
of  every month would be 
reserved for meeting with 
the leaders of  civil society 
organisations and village 
chiefs of  hill areas. The 
first ever Hill Leaders’ 
Day was held on May 10.

Shillong, Oct. 10 (PTI): 
Power ministers  f rom 
the eight Northeastern 
states will meet here to-
morrow to find out ways 
and means to manage the 
huge power deficit in the 
region, officials said.

At the meeting, the 
member states,  which 
constitute the North East-
ern Regional Power Com-
mittee (NERPC), will as-
sess the ongoing power 
projects in the region.

Bes ides  s igning of  

power purchase agree-
ment, liquidation of  out-
standing dues of  various 
utilities and all technical 
and commercial issues, 
among others will be dis-
cussed in the meeting, a 
spokesperson of  the Meg-
halaya Electricity Corpo-
ration Ltd said.

A host of  important 
decisions are expected to 
be taken on issues such 
as construction of  new 
transmission lines and 
sub-stations in the North 

East region to address 
congestions, upgrade of  
old transmission lines, 
sub-stations, installation 
of  optical ground wire 
and associated equipment 
and approval of  reliable 
communication systems 
in the region, he said.

Power Ministers from 
Arunachal Pradesh, As-
sam, Nagaland, Tripura 
and host Meghalaya have 
already confirmed their 
attendance, the others are 
also expected to arrive 

today, he said.
The technical session 

of  the meeting have already 
met today to decide on a lot 
of  issues relating to power 
transmissions and on how 
to overcome the deficits.

The NERPC is a re-
gional forum established 
by the Centre to facilitate 
stable, smooth, economic, 
efficient and integrated op-
eration of  power system in 
the North East and other 
functions as mandated by 
the Electricity Act 2003, 

and other provisions.
The forum comprises 

Arunachal Pradesh, Assam, 
Manipur, Meghalaya, Naga-
land, Mizoram and Tripura.

Apart from the seven 
northeastern states, rep-
resentatives of  the cen-
tral PSUs, Power Grid, 
Power System Operation 
Corporation, NEEPCO, 
NTPC, NHPC, OTPC, 
PTC, NVVN and other 
stakeholders in the power 
sectors are also constitu-
ents of  NERPC.

Our Correspondent
Imphal, Oct. 10 (EMN): The 
Communi ty  Hea l th  Cent re 
(CHC) at Mao in Senapati district 
won the best CHC among state’s 
16 CHCs for its priceless services 
to the people.

Considering the performance 
and its achievement in serving 
the needy people, the state health 
authority is planning to convert 
CHC Mao into a sub-district 
hospital.

The move is in the pipeline, 
says Health and family welfare 
minister L Jayantakumar after 
distributing the cash awards to 
best 10 Public Health Centre 
(PHC) and CHC Mao during 
Kayakalp award distribution 
function at JNIMS auditorium 
in Imphal on Tuesday afternoon. 
CHC Mao was awarded Rs 15 
lacs.

Similarly the PHC at Mekola 
in Imphal West district will be 
upgraded into a CHC soon con-
sidering the public demand,he 
added.

Winning the best PHCs in 
the districts include Jessami 
(Ukhrul), Mekola( Imphal West), 
Nongpok Sekmai(Thoubal) , 
Noney(Noney), Singhat (Chu-
rachandpur), Oinam (Bishnu-
pur), Mayang Imphal(Imphal 
West) .The lone Urban PHC 
which was also awarded a cash 
prize of  Rs 2 lac. each along with 
best PHCs, was Mantripukhuri 
UPHC. There are 16 CHCs and 
85 PHCs in the state.

Speaking on the occasion 
Minister Jayantakumar said the 
state authority is all set to buy 
its own helicopter to provide 
the healthcare service to the in-
teriors. The Prime Minister and 

Civil Aviation authority have also 
approved it. DoNER Minister 
Jitendra Singh had also made 
an announcement in this regard 
in October last year. As a result 
the Central authority recently al-
located Rs 25 crore to for the said 
purpose in Manipur.

Recalling the lack of  health-
care facilities and infrastructures 
in the interior areas such as in Par-
bung in Churachandpur,Jessami 
in Ukhrul,Liyain in Senapati and 
Tousem in Tamenglong districts 
of  the state, Minister Jayentaku-
mar also informed that the state 
authority is trying its best to do 
the needful.

He also informed the gather-
ing that the move to convert CHC 
Mao into a sub-district hospital is 
in the pipeline. Similarly the PHC 
at Mekola in will be upgraded 
into a CHC soon considering the 

public demand.
P a r l i a m e n t a r y 

secretary(Health) S Subhas-
chandra,  Secretar y (heal th) 
Sumant  Singh,Director  JN-
IMS Dr Bhimo,Director Dr K 
Rajo of  the state health depart-
ment also spoke on the occa-
sion which was attended by 
doctors,nurses,supporting staffs 
of  the state’s healthcare units.

After  receiving the day’s 
award,an official of  PHC at 
Behiang,a village along Indo-
Myanmar border which treats 
at least 25 patients including 
Myanmarese daily besides having 
a number of  delivery cases, ex-
pressed their desire to spend the 
day’s cash award in organising 
health cards for widows,orphans 
besides giving presentation to the 
staffs who work tirelessly at their 
centres.

Our Correspondent 
Diphu, Oct. 10: The KSA has or-
ganised the central extended meeting 
in order to revive the organisation 
activities and to start its agitation pro-
grammes. The meeting also discussed 
to expose the massive corruption of  
present BJP led KAAC and also to 
strengthen the Autonomous State 
movement by KSA taking lead role.

Padmashree Rongbong Terang 
is against Autonomous State as he 
doesn’t support to it, said Amlong 
Engti, former general secretary, 
Karbi Students Association (KSA) 
of  Simeon Rongphar faction, in his 
speech during the KSA Central Ex-
tended meeting held at KSA Central 
committee office, here.

Amlong Engti in his speech said 

the KSA led by president. Rong-
phar and general secretary Thomson 
Rongpi spoke against corruption and 
they have the courage and ability to 
criticize someone who is doing wrong. 
It is this KSA that which is still sur-
viving to carry out mass movement 
for Autonomous State and stands for 
the oppressed. The KSA is following 
the philosophy of Marxist with com-
munist ideologist as any movement 
cannot survive without following com-
munist ideology, he said. 

He also said the movement carried 
out by Communist is a true movement 
and if  Autonomous State movement 
has to carry forward the ideologies 
of  Communist cannot be surren-
dered, Engti said. Taking the name 
of  Terang, Engti said: “Terang may 

be a literary person but not a Karbi 
litterateur as don’t write in Karbi. He 
was about to be remove from Diphu 
Govt. College as a faculty as he does 
not have the requisite UGC norms, 
but it was Dr. Jayanta Rongpi, who 
help him to be in Diphu Govt. College. 
But if  speak about Autonomous State 
movement he does not support.”

KSA president,  Rongphar said 
the KSA will carry out a torch light 
procession to exposed the corrup-
tion of  BJP led KAAC on Oct. 17 
in Nilip and on October 24 road 
blockade at Manja tiniali against 
the deplorable condition of  road of  
NH-36 and NH-39 and non comple-
tion of  road construction of  Manja-
Diphu-Lumding road by Simplex 
Company.

Mirror Crossword 1617sud0ku 1457
Every Sudoku has a unique solution that can be 
reached logically. Enter numbers into the blank 
spaces so that each row, column and 3x3 box 
contains the numbers 1 to 9.

ACROSS
 1. British Air Aces
 4. Deceased
 8. Mid-month
 12. A major division of geological 

time
 13. Capacity measure
 14. The rate at which something 

proceeds
 15. Commonly encountered
 17. Small ornamental ladies’ bag 

for small articles
 18. Fishes
 19. Small European freshwater 

fish with a slender bluish-
green body

 21. A country in SE Asia
 23. Condiment
 26. Mama ____ Elliot, singer
 29. A way of concluding
 31. Environmental Protection 

Agency
 32. Demeter
 33. Japanese classical theater
 34. Enumerations
 36. Stalk of a moss capsule
 37. A small zodiacal constellation 

in the N hemisphere
 38. Cape near Lisbon
 40. Any piece of work
 42. Modern
 46. Hot beverages popular in 

Britain
 48. The academic world
 50. About aviation
 51. A magnitude relative to a 

time unit
 52. 007’s creator
 53. Elinor __, British novelist
 54. Remain as is
 55. Returned material 

authorization, abbr. 
 DOWN
 1. Arbiters
 2. Semitic language

 3. Renown for a worthy 
reason

 4. A low triangular area 
where a river divides 
before entering a 
larger body of water

 5. Happenings
 6. Satisfaction
 7. Indic
 8. Induces vomiting
 9. Determine time
 10. European Currency 

Union 
 11. Whale (Norwegian)

 16. Troubles
 20. Anagram of suas
 22. More dried-up
 24. Nasal mucus
 25. Turkish title
 26. Bodily cavities
 27. Someone who copies 

the words or behavior 
of another

 28. Hygienic
 30. Empty or barren
 32. Utter obscenities
 35. A recurrent time 

marked by major 

holidays
 36. Satiate
 39. Trainee
 41. Krazy __ race
 43. An independent ruler 

or chieftan
 44. Thailand
 45. Source of the Blue 

Nile
 46. Go after
 47. Fatty-fleshed fish that 

migrates between salt 
and fresh water

 49. Feline

SOLUtiOnS tO SUd0kU 1456

SOLUtiOnS tO CROSSWORd 1616



5State
EastErn Mirror  |  Dimapur, Wednesday, October 11, 2017

Crime against women on rise in Phek district 

Phek police personnel, SRCW and NSSWB members after the consultative meeting at Phek Police Station on Tuesday, Oct. 10.

Consultative meet to curb gender based violence

Doyang forest staff sensitised on malaria precautions

GPRN mourns Euro kids visit Neighbourhood Children’s Home

India Post to re-launch SDJBG yojana

IMI launched in Wokha district

Longleng to observe BBBP week

DoSE notifies untrained physical instructors

Dimapur, Oct. 10 (EMN): 
A consultative meeting and 
sensitisation programme 
with police personnel to 
address violence against 
women and children was 
held on Oct. 10 at Phek 
Police Station. The meet-
ing was organised by Phek 
Police in collaboration with 
the State Resource Centre 
for Women (SRCW) and 
Nagaland State Social Wel-
fare Board (NSSWB). 

The organisers said the 
meeting was the first of  its 
kind in Phek district where 

joint deliberation was con-
ducted to curb gender based 
violence. 

In the meeting, Prosecut-
ing Inspector Medosa Yoho 
in his report presentation on 
crime data against women 
and children, informed that 
crime against women and 
children is increasingly on 
the rise. In the last five years 
about 18 cases of  crime 
against women and chil-
dren has been reported in the 
district, he said. 

He also said it is alarm-
ing to note that from the be-

ginning of the year till Sep-
tember the highest number 
of cases has been recorded 
in the district of which eight 
cases are related to rape and 
molestation. Other type of  
cases reported in the past 
included incest, child sexual 
abuse, attempt to rape and 
sexual harassment. 

IC of Women Cell Phek 
PS Vekedulu said bad road 
condition, lack of  proper 
public transportation, ig-
norance of legal rights and 
stigma attached are some 
of  the major factors that 

causes delay for victims in 
filing reports. In most cases 
victims, especially minors 
are often threatened by the 
accused to hush the matter, 
she added. 

Chairperson NSSWB 
Bano Vinita exhorted police 
personnel emphasising on 
strengthening convergence 
to addresses the increasing 
crime rate and line depart-
ments not to work in isola-
tion. She also said police 
as the key service providers 
must pursue the cases with 
determination for Justice. 

Officials and villagers at launching programme of the Intensified Mission Indradhanush at Saron colony 
Wokha.

Euro International School students during their visit to the Neighbourhood Children’s Home in Midland, Dimapur.

Renjamo Humtsoe addressing staff of the Forest department (Doyang Plantation division), Wokha.

Y Kikheto Sema addressing the Delhi Sumi Annual Fellowship cum 27th Freshers’ Social.

Students from various schools of Jalukie who are on national 
integration tour with teachers, organised by 36 Assam Rifles under 
aegis of Headquarter Inspector General Assam Rifles (North), had an 
interaction with the President of India Ram Nath Kovind, on Oct. 9. 
During the interaction, the president encouraged them to contribute 
towards the development and well being of the state. 

Sumis of Delhi hold annual fellowship cum freshers’ meet 

NNC/FGN to observe 66th Martyrs day
The Naga National Council (NNC) and the Federal 
Government of Nagaland (FGN) will be observing the 
66th Martyrs day of the nation on Oct. 18 at Chedema 
Peace Camp, Phek town, Chizami village and Settsü 
cemetery. Secretary Federal Government of Nagaland 
Thihu Khamo has informed that wreaths will be laid at 
the graves of martyrs in different regions of the state. 
All the national workers and all patriotic Naga citizens 
have been requested to participate and pay tribute to 
national martyrs along with the nation. 

LSWO anniversary cum parting social
The Lazami Social Welfare Organisation (LSWO), 
Kohima will be holding the 45th anniversary cum 
parting social on Oct. 14, 11 a.m. at Sithie Park, 
near Assam Rifle camp, NH 61, Tsiesama Basa. All 
the members have been invited to be part of the 
programme. LSWO also informed that no separate 
invitation card will be extended.

MARCOFED convenes emergency meet
MARCOFED Ltd. Managing Director T Vikuto Zhimo has 
informed all the members of the Board of Directors of 
MARCOFED Ltd. that an emergency meeting will be 
held on Oct. 16, 11 a.m. at the office chamber of the 
chairman MARCOFED Ltd, HO Dimapur. All concerned 
members have been requested to attend the meeting 
positively. 

D. El. Ed. NIOS trainees’ emergency meet
D. El. Ed.  representative Kekhrielenuo Pienyu has 
informed all D. El. Ed. NIOS trainees of 2014-2016 
batch under Dimapur district that there will be an 
emergency meeting on Oct. 14, 10 a.m. GHSS ground, 
Nagarjan. The meeting has been convened with regard 
to the rectification of marksheet. 

Kohima DPDB meeting
Kohima District Planning & Development Board (DPDB) 
meeting has been convened on Oct. 16, 10 a.m. at 
the DPDB conference hall, Kohima. ADC Planning & 
Member Secretary DPDB Kohima has requested all 
members to attend the meeting positively.

Graduate teachers informed 
In continuation of press release, dated Sep. 26 for 
reconstruction of graduate teachers seniority list, 
graduate teachers have been directed to submit 
graduation mark sheet and late graduate-primary 
teachers to submit up-gradation of post/conversion 
from primary post to graduate teacher post order 
along with educational documents from matric 
onward on or before Oct. 23.

News iN Brief

Manager Women Hel-
pline- 181 Lanurenla Imchen 
presented on legal rights and 
entitlements of women and 
children, with emphasis on 
special law and rule of the 
Supreme Court. 

During the meeting, 
members deliberated on 
challenges and way forward. 
With unexpected number of  
heinous crimes taking place 
in the district, the need to 
strengthen women police cell 
with more human resources 
and better facilities must 
be prioritised were tabled. 
The house also felt the need 
to equip the district police 
personnel with regular train-
ing on special laws, as they 
are often the first person to 
contact. The meeting also 
stressed on support required 
from general public and that 
they must detest from taking 
law into their own hand and 
inciting mob violence, which 
hampers and delays investi-
gation and justice delivery 
process. 

S ta te  Coord ina tor 
SRCW Gracy Ayee pre-
sented on schemes initiated 
by the Ministry of Women 
and Child Development, 
Gol emphasising on Beti 
Bachao Beti Padho, Women 
Helpline- 181 and Sakhi-
One Stop Centre. 181 is a 
24x7 toll free number, an 
integrated schemes catering 
to victims.

D i m a p u r,  O c t .  1 0 
(EMN): The Govern-
ment of  the People’s 
Republic of  Nagalim 
(GPRN) has expressed 
pain at the untimely 
demise of  “Tatar” Saro 
Haile, on Oct. 10 at Se-
napati after a prolonged 
illness. 

In  a  condolence 
message from “cabinet 
secretary to the GPRN” 
said Haile joined the 
national service on De-
cember 12, 1997. Since 
then, he has been serv-
ing the nation as tatar 
till his death. 

T h e  G P R N  e x -
pressed that his sacrifi-
cial service rendered for 
the cause of  the Naga 
nation shall be remem-
bered. At this hour of  
grief  and sorrow, the 
GPRN extended its 
heartfelt sympathy to 
the bereaved family and 
prayes to the Almighty 
to grant solace to the 
departed soul.

Dimapur, Oct. 10 (EMN): As part of  
National Postal Week, the India Post will 
re-launch Sampoorna DakJeevan Bima 
Gram (SDJBG) yojana, afresh with re-
newed vigour on Oct. 11.

Superintendent of  Posts O/o the 
Director Postal Services informed that 
under this scheme, an initiative has been 
taken to adopt villages having minimum 
of  100 households, wherein at least one 
Rural Postal Life Insurance is to be sold 
to each household, so that every family in 
that village will get covered with RPLI. 

He also said the primary objective under 
SDJBG yojanais id to cover all household 
in the identified village under RPLI. The 
scheme will help achieve the twin objec-
tive of  increased insurance penetration 
as well as financial inclusion of  rural 
populace. 

The following villages have been adopt-
ed by Nagaland division under Sampoorna 
Dak Jeevan Bima Gram (SDJBG) yojana:- 
Lalmati, Singrup Moilan, Phek, Aoyimti,  
Mhainamtsi, Tang, Salulumang, Yongyah, 
Saramati, and Aizuto

Dimapur, Oct. 10 (EMN): 
Longleng district will be 
observing Beti Bachao Beti 
Padhao week, “Daughters 
of  New India” from Oct. 9 
to 14, to create awareness 
and sensitise the commu-
nity to promote empower-
ment of  girls and reinforce 
gender equality. A week-
long programme would 
be observed by organising 

various activities. 
On Oct.  9  Adviser 

D U DA  &  N E P E D  S 
Pangyu Phom launched 
the BBBP week; signature 
campaign rally held on 
Oct. 10; celebration of  In-
ternational Girl Child Day 
to be held on Oct. 11; door 
to door campaign & com-
munity sensitization – Oct. 
12; seminar on women 

schemes and programs and 
special legislation – Oct. 
13; felicitation, cultural 
activities, voice of  girl child 
and prayer for girl child – 
Oct. 14

Deputy Commissioner 
& Chairman, District Task 
Force (BBBP) Y Denngan 
Avennoho Phom has re-
quested all to be a part of  
the programme.

Dimapur, Oct. 10 (EMN): 
The Directorate of  School 
Education (DoSE) has noti-
fied all untrained physical 

instructor, who were ap-
pointed on fixed pay under 
SSA, that there will be basic 
PET teachers introductory 

module on physical educa-
tion for 12 days from Nov 1 
to Dec. 9 at Agri-expo site, 
4th Mile Dimapur. 

Dimapur, Oct. 10 (EMN): 
As a part of  their field-
trip under the theme of  
“Art of  sharing,” students 
of  Euro International 
School, Dimapur had vis-
ited the Neighbourhood 

Children’s Home in Mid-
land, Dimapur.

During the visit, chil-
dren had a fellowship and 
presented fruits and other 
edibles to the inmates. 
The children and the Chil-

dren’s Home prayed for 
the well being the Euro 
International School and 
the Neighbourhood Chil-
dren’s Home team.

The school principal, 
Sandeep K Jain thanked 

the coordinator of  the 
Neighbourhood Chi l -
dren’s Home, Rev. Daniel 
Shayan and team for their 
support in making the 
field trip activity a memo-
rable one. 

Dimapur, Oct. 10 (EMN): 
With cases of malaria being 
reported from various parts 
of  the state, National Vec-
tor Borne Disease Control 
Programme (NVBDCP), 
Wokha under the initia-
tive of  DVBO, Wokha Dr. 
Zuben Kikon, organised 
awareness programme on 
preventive, precautionary 

and control measures for 
mosquito borne diseases 
on Oct. 7 for staff  of Doy-
ang Plantation division, 
Wokha.

During the program, 
SW, NVBDCP Renjamo 
Humtsoe said disease like 
malaria is usually regarded 
as little threat to life these 
days, but it is still one of the 

most deadly diseases. He 
advocated the need to keep 
surroundings clean, avoid 
or remove stagnant water 
and added that harmless 
sight like potholes and old 
tyres may provide suitable 
breeding for mosquitoes. 

He also informed that 
testing and treatment fa-
cilities mosquito borne 

Dimapur, Oct. 10 (EMN): The 
Sumi Students’ Union Delhi 
organised Delhi Sumi Annual 
Fellowship cum 27th Fresh-
ers’ Social on Oct. 6 at Em-
manuel Baptist Church, Raj 
Niwas Marg, Civil Lines, New 
Delhi. Speaking on the theme 
of  the event “Progress in unity,” 
chief  guest,

Secretary Land Resources 
Y Kikheto Sema, said for any 
society to progress in unity, one 
has to start working from within, 
instead of  depending on others. 

“Once we Naga people start 
working on our own instead of  
depending on others, the illegal 
immigrants will have no space to 
survive and will eventually exit 
them from Nagaland in search 
of  another place to survive,” he 
added.

While appreciated the stu-
dents attending the programme 
in traditional attires preserv-
ing their culture and tradition, 
Kikheto said culture shouldn’t 
just be reflected in traditional 

Dimapur, Oct. 10 (EMN): 
The Intensified Mission In-
dradhanush was launched 
at Wokha District on Oct. 9 
which will continue till 16th 
of this month at 11 colonies 
in Wokha urban areas, 6 vil-
lages in Sanis block, and 12 
villages in Bhandari block. 

Pairson UNICEF con-

sultant visited session sites 
at the urban areas on the 
first day along with CDPO 
Soren from the Social Wel-
fare Department Wokha, 
Dy. CMO Dr. Tumchobeni, 
DPM (NHM)Matsung, 
BPM (Wokah Sadar) Vi-
roko Thapo and media of-
ficer (NHM) Mhonbeni 

Ezung. 
The press release in-

formed that in order to effec-
tively, make the programme 
a success, health personnel 
with support from Angan-
wadi workers and helpers 
will be carrying out house 
to house visit for the left out 
children and families.

diseases such as dengue 
and Japanese encephalitis 
are available at PHCs, sub 
centre and village level. He 
also gave a brief  symptoms 
and care for scrub typhus 
disease which is caused by 
ticks. 

Prabhat Kumar, IFS 
from Doyang Plantation 
division thanked NVBDCP 
team for their concern for 
the forest department and 
also for distributing impor-
tant information pamphlets 
to the staff. 

Keeping in mind the 
approaching Amur Fal-
con migration season RFO, 
Doyang Lansothung Lotha, 
who also chaired the pro-
gramme, said the depart-
ment staff  will equip them-
selves better from while 
performing duty. 

The group-wise districts are given below:
Group Date District

1st Batch Nov 1 to 12th Dimapur, Kohima, Kiphire, Zunheboto
2nd Batch Nov 13 to 25th Longleng, Mokokchung, Phek
3rd Batch Nov 27 to Dec 9 Mon, Peren, Tuensang, Wokha

Candidates are directed 
to submit xerox copy of  
latest extension order along 
with Rs.6000/- as training 

fees (Training fees includ-
ed–lodging, fooding, equip-
ments, technical allowances, 
and ground maintenance 

etc.) to DoSE room no. 4 
during office hour on or 
before Oct. 25 and shall be 
borne by the participants.

attire but the attitude, behaviour 
and quality of  life. He also en-
couraged the youngsters to revive 
the good values taught by our 
forefathers and that, the obsolete 
tradition and cultural practices 
should be done away with but 

carry forward the good values.
Reminding the primary focus 

of  student studying in Delhi i.e. 
academic excellence and living 
an exemplary life, Kikheto told 
the gathering to be an asset for 
the people instead of  becoming 

a liability for the society after 
completing their studies.

Citing that women these 
days are faring better than men 
in many aspects, he advocated 
that Naga society should give a 
chance to women to prove their 

mantle and encourage women to 
prepare themselves to lead the 
people.

While appreciating the pres-
ence of  the various Naga tribal 
union representatives, Kikheto 
added that the need of  an hour 
for the Naga people is to forgive 
and forget the past mistakes in or-
der to progress in unity and work 
to be a better Naga/Sumi.

Kikheto further encouraged 
and reminded the students of  
their role as the future’s leader 
and advised them to have cordial 
relationship with neighbours to 
achieve new Nagaland and have 
land of  peace, prosperity and 
unity.

President of  SKKD Hikato 
Yepthomi delivered presidential 
address, invocation was offered 
by Jospeh Tuccu, special number 
by Ezra and Tomuto, speech 
on behalf  of  freshers by Kivipu 
Zhimomi, blessing for freshers by 
Pastor of  SCFD Kaboto Kinimi 
and speech on behalf  of  old tim-
ers by Hinoto P Awomi. 
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Of chiefs, interpreters 
and custodians

The State of  Nagaland with a total population of  around 20 
lac.  in 11 districts with 16 recognised tribes have special 
provisions in the Constitution of  India that safeguard the 
state from the imposition of  any Central law in contrast 

with the traditional and customary practices of  the people. How-
ever, along with instances of   misinterpretations there have been  
intentional negligence and lack of  political will to build a strong 
system based on the traditional and customary laws. Thereby in 
the 53 years since statehood there have been parallel justice sys-
tems and bodies especially in the rural areas that continue till today 
with instances of  misuse in some cases. 

There are about 1400 recognised villages in the state at present 
and every village has a village council and among some tribe there 
are  hereditary village chiefs. The tribes like Sumi, Konyak and 
Kuki have the system of hereditary village chiefs like the Angh and 
Kukami. These hereditary posts are recognised  by the Nagaland 
Village and Tribal Councils Act, 1978 that gives ex-officio statuses 
to persons holding these positions in the village councils with vot-
ing rights. There are instances when the powers of  the hereditary 
village chief  surpass the powers of  the village councils whose 
members are more democratically nominated at least in compari-
son to the former.  

For those tribes without hereditary village chiefs, the council 
members elect among themselves a Village Council Chairman. 
However even in the cases where the system of hereditary village 
chief  is not prevalent it does not mean that there are no tradition-
al heads. The institution of  traditional village head from among 
the prominent clans in the village is still prevalent among some 
tribes.  However the Nagaland Village and Tribal Councils Act, 
1978 completely ignore these posts held as per the traditional cus-
tomary practices of  the tribe. There have been reports that some 
villages therefore ensure that the traditional village head, unlike 
the hereditary but no doubt traditional, is made the Village Council 
Chairman. 

Next comes the institution of  the Gaonbura, the generic mean-
ing of  the word in Assamese is also village headman, that some-
how evolved since the time of  the British. The hereditary chiefs and 
also the traditionally nominated village headmen probably were 
referred to as the gaonburas initially. It is only natural that over 
the passage of  time that the gaonburas slowly became the inter-
mediary between the British administrators and the village. Then 
there are also instances among some tribes that purposely selected 
the gaonburas other than the traditional village head because the 
gaonburas slowly became more like agents of  the government in 
the village. The tradition of  the red cloth that the British started, 
that identifies the village chiefs and gaonburas under the adminis-
tration continues still today.  At present, except for the hereditary 
village chiefs, the gaonburas are the government agents although 
not under the payroll but distinctly noticeable with their red shawl 
or red waist coat. 

Then comes the institution of  the dobashi that also evolved 
from the days of  the British who employed Nagas as interpreters. 
The word is derived from the Hindi word of  do-basha  meaning 
two language. However over the passage of  time, the role of  the 
interpreters or dobashis became more prominent when delivering 
justice by the administrators. Their knowledge of  the language as 
well as the customary practices of  their tribe thus evolved the in-
stitution of  the dobashis from that of  an interpreter to that of  an 
adjudicator too. At present the dobashis are in essence the actual 
custodians of  the customary laws and practices of  the Naga tribes 
functioning under the administration in the form of the customary 
courts. 

Unfortunately, even in the last 53 years after statehood, nothing 
much have changed since the time of  the British. These institutions 
continue to struggle to have a clear definition and well defined 
jurisdiction. While some are wrongly attributed fancy titles some 
misuse power. There is also no Act of  the Nagaland Legislative 
Assembly that clearly defines the role, functions and jurisdiction of  
the dobashis and instead there is a tussle with the existing  judici-
ary system. On the other hand, at the grassroots the rural folks still 
prefer the customary courts to the modern law courts. 

A time for a serious consultation for the future of  these tradi-
tional institutions initiated by the lawmakers of  the state has be-
come a necessity. 

Ambrose.J.Chakre

The International Day of  the 
Girl Child promotes girls’ 
rights and highlights gender 
inequalities that remain be-

tween girls and boys. It is a UN observ-
ance that is annually held on October 
11. The International Day of  the Girl 
Child focuses attention on the need to 
address the challenges girls face and to 
promote girls’ empowerment and the 
fulfilment of  their human rights. 

Adolescent girls have the right to 
a safe, educated, and healthy life, not 
only during these critical formative 
years, but also as they mature into 
women. If  effectively supported dur-
ing the adolescent years, girls have the 
potential to change the world – both as 
the empowered girls of  today and as 
tomorrow’s workers, mothers, entre-
preneurs, mentors, household heads, 
and political leaders. An investment in 
realising the power of  adolescent girls 
upholds their rights today and prom-
ises a more equitable and prosperous 
future, one in which half  of  human-
ity is an equal partner in solving the 
problems of  climate change, political 
conflict, economic growth, disease 
prevention, and global sustainability. 

The definition of  girl is a female 
under aged 18, or a persons’ child 
or girlfriend, or a group of  woman 
friends. The United Nation states that 
there are 1.1 billion girls today brim-
ming with talent and creativity. How-
ever, violence, discrimination and the 
lack of  equal opportunities serve to 
thwart the dreams and potential of  

many of  them. The theme for this 
year’s International Day of  the Girl 
Child is “Girls’ Progress = Goals’ 
Progress: A Global Girl Data Move-
ment.” 

Some important factors that need 
to be addressed in the context of  
India:
Child marriage: According to re-
search, India has the highest number 
of  child brides in the world. Almost 
47 percent of  girls in India are mar-
ried before their 18th birthday. The 
rates of  child marriage vary between 
states and are as high as 69 percent 
and 65 percent in Bihar and Rajasthan 
respectively. While fewer Indian girls 
are marrying before the age of  15, 
rates of  marriage have increased for 
girls between the ages 15 and18. 
Female foeticide: Data released by 
the United Nations Department of  
Economic and Social Affairs (UN-
DESA) for 150 countries over 40 years 
shows that India and China are the 
only two countries in the world where 
female infant mortality has been high-
er than male infant mortality in the 
2000s. The data shows that an Indian 
girl child aged 1-5 year is 75 percent 
more likely to die than an Indian boy, 
making this the worst gender differen-
tial in child mortality for any country 
in the world. 

Sex determination and the pressure 
for a male child in many parts of  India 
and across different income groups is 
a major factor here. While efforts by 

the government are on to remedy this 
issue, a major shift in thought process 
will be essential to lead to better out-
comes. 
Education: Achievements and Chal-
lenges report by UNGEI (United 
Nations Girls Education Initiative) 
released in 2015 states that in India, 
gender gaps in primary and lower sec-
ondary education have been closed. In 
the arena of  education, we have indeed 
made progress. Several strategies have 
been used to assure improved accessi-
bility and quality of  girls’ schooling at 
the primary and lower secondary lev-
els. These include free textbooks for 
girls, back-to-school camps and bridg-
ing courses, recruitment of  female 
teachers, and national programmes to 
increase demand for schooling among 
rural and disadvantaged girls. Howev-
er, in rural India and lower economic 
groups, girls end up with a huge share 
of  household chores, which often sees 
them drop out of  school. 
Gender discrimination: is rampant in 
India. From the desire for a male child 
and female foeticide to the sexual as-
sault and rape of  minors, the existence 
of  a girl child is difficult. As girls, they 
are burdened with household chores, 
denied education and opportunities, 
and seen as a burden till they are mar-
ried off. Gender discrimination is 
something that young girls will have 
to battle even as adults. It is rampant 
and rears its ugly head all too often in 
our society, including in workplaces 
and homes. 

Access to medical care: Poor sanita-
tion, lack of  proper food for the moth-
er and a new born girl child, followed 
by poor nutrition and lack of  medical 
care when it comes to health and hy-
giene, makes the girl child susceptible 
to various ailments and considerably 
lowers immunity. 

What you can do?  
Organise Rally’s, Street plays, Flash 
Mobs, Competition’s – Drawings, 
paintings, Elocution, Debate, Shar-
ing experiences, Girls Speak out etc 
to highlight the issues, challenges girls 
have to deal with today, from injustice 
in society, their community and in the 
workplace, to unfairness in opportuni-
ties in education, or gender violence, 
sexism, war, climate change, and 
many others. 

What we are doing: We are organ-
ising a Silent Walk rally on 11th oct 
2017 at Kohima to campaign on 
“Zero Tolerance to Violence against 
Women”, join us and sign on the Sig-
nature campaign, participate at the 
Speak out sessions in the community 
and colleges. Encourage your child to 
participate at the school activities like 
drawing, essay and elocution compe-
titions, Share and Like issues of  Girl 
Child on social media or simply tune 
in to your Doordarshan local channel 
to watch experts talk on issues affect-
ing girl child on 11th Oct at 5:00PM. 

Vincent Belho,
General Manager.

Nagaland Branch – Kohima

But I tell you that men will have to give account on 
the Day of  Judgment for every careless word they have 
spoken. For by your words you will be acquitted, and 
by your words you will be condemned. 

Matthew 12:36-37

The world is an enemy of  God and he who 
thinks, speaks and acts like it will be destroyed 
like it. In all that we say and do we have to 

live for the cause of  what we believe and speaks for 
the cause of  what we live for. The judgment sealed 
against sinners will surely come to pass and for eve-
ry unforgiven sin, the terrors passed against it will 
torment the guilty and condemn the unsaved sinners 
to the place of  eternal torment. It is never my inten-
tion to harm you in any way but it is my righteous 
prayer to train and equip you for the present and 
future glory. It’s how we speak now which deter-
mines how we feel in the future. The world speaks 
in obscenity, lives in obscenity and sins obscenely 
in obscenity but we are not to befriend them; nei-
ther should we defile ourselves with them. The truth 
of  the matter is that secular songs contains secular 
sins and whoever watches and acts like them be-
comes contaminated as the world is. To speak of  
what I write I have this to say that the words which 
we speak will either raise us up or condemn us on 
the last day. The church has this to say to her mem-
bers that every unholy word spoken in an unholy 
way will be taken into account when our great God 

judges everyone on the great Day of  Judgment. The 
evil words spoken by sinners are the seeds sown by 
demons into the hearts of  people. The penalty of  sin 
is death and the sinners who dies in their sins will 
receive their wages when the dead are awakened to 
be condemned to hell. It will be wiser for sinners 
to renounce and confess their sins than to suffer for 
what their sins are. 

The church proclaims in the authority of  Christ 
that the sinner who renounces sins will find mercy 
while the sinners who still continues to sin will have 
more reasons to regret if  they continue in their evil 
relationship with sinners. Just as some disgruntled 
disciples of  Christ said “This is a hard teaching. 
Who can accept it- this is also a hard teaching which 
has the power of  life or death. I know this may seem 
hard to accept and it is indeed hard to enter the king-
dom of  God ( John 6:60 ) ( Luke 13:22-30 ) . it is for 
eternal reasons that we worship the God we worship 
and it is pertinent to understand that only the true 
worshippers will receive the honor of  worshipping 
God in the next life. Nin view of  this let us be pas-
sionate in our commitment to Christ, faithful in our 
relationship with Him and devoted in our worship 
to God.. trust this, the more we are committed to 
God in holiness, the more our spirits will be revived 
in the powers of  it. In Jesus’ own words it is writ-
ten “ Not everyone can accept this word, but only 
those to whom it has been given ( Matthew 19:11 
). The church of  Christ has this to proclaim that in 
these last days the chosen ones will be secured, pro-
tected and empowered while the sinners destined 

for death and hell will receive their due as their sins 
deserve. Remember this, no sinner can be declared 
holy with the sins in him or her. It is only the sons 
and daughters of  God who are baptized in holiness 
will partake in the reign of  holiness in the New Je-
rusalem. Everyone will not be saved but only those 
who are destined to be saved will be saved. This is 
being read by you because you were destined to read 
it and this sacred tract of  God will be a turning point 
in your life if  you do what God says. The destiny of  
multitudes will e determined by how they lived and 
served God. God still calls. God still waits! Lose 
not what you can gain. In addition to this the Word 
firmly states “His eyes are on the ways of  men; he 
sees their every step. There is no dark place, no deep 
shadow, where evil doers can hide. God has no need 
to examine men further, that they should come be-
fore him for judgment (Job 34:21-23). Every truth 
written in the Word are coming to pass and it is im-
portant for everyone to understand that destruction 
will come on the world suddenly as labour [pains 
of  a pregnant woman, and they will not escape ( 1st 
Thessalonians 5:3 ). Trust this, it is happening ex-
actly as it is predicted and there will be more chaos 
and unrest as the worlds nears her end. This is what 
the church declares and writes in the truth and we 
urge all the members of  the living church to be re-
vived, baptized and to be continually renewed in the 
Holy Spirit. Fear God Love God and honor God. 
God sees what we do. The end is near and this is an 
investment for the future. Truth connects. Lose not 
what you can gain.

Is your kid finding it hard to be at-
tentive in school? Beware, he or she 
may be suffering from farsighted-
ness, researchers say.

Farsightedness or hyperopia -- an eye 
problem where distant objects may be 
seen more clearly than objects that are 
near -- affects around four to 14 per cent 
of  preschoolers.

According to the study, preschoolers 
or kindergartners who suffer from hyper-
opia face attention problems that affect 
their academic performance. 

Such kids also face early learning 
problems. 

“Preschool and kindergarten children 
with uncorrected farsightedness have 
decreased early literacy and face more 
deficits in addition,” said Marjean Taylor 
Kulp, Professor at the Ohio State Univer-
sity in the US.

Hyperopia often goes undetected in 
younger children. Optical glasses are not 
always recommended in such cases, the 
researchers said. 

“It’s important for us to identify these 
children and especially identify those 
who are having learning difficulties be-
cause of  their vision,” Kulp noted.

For the study, published in the jour-
nal Optometry and Vision Science, the 
researchers tested preschool children with 
moderate farsightedness and normal vision. 

They evaluated the children on ac-
count of  their attention, visual perception 
and the ability to integrate visual percep-
tion and motor skills (eye-hand coordina-
tion or copying skills). 

The study found that the children 
who were moderately farsighted scored 
more poorly in the attention-related tests.

Source: IANS

Unemployment is the great-
est economic challenge fac-
ing India. India’s economy 
may be growing more than 

twice as fast as the rest of  the world 
but the story on the jobs creation 
front is just the opposite, according to 
the Organisation of  Economic Coop-
eration and Development (OECD). 
The United Nations International 
Labour Organisation (ILO) released 
its 2017 World Employment and So-
cial Outlook report, which finds eco-
nomic growth trends lagging behind 
employment needs and predicts both 
rising unemployment and worsening 
social inequality throughout 2017. 
The number of  unemployed people in 
India is expected to rise by 1 lakh in 
2017 and another 2 lakh in 2018, ac-
cording to the International Labour 
Organisation (ILO).  

Virtually all major economic pol-
icy issues derive from this cen-
tral challenge. What is the cur-
rent unemployment situation? 
Is it improving or deteriorating? 
Can the government crack the 
unemployment problem, or will 
the problem crack the govern-
ment?

India’s rate of  employment 
has declined and job creation 

has not kept up with the growing 
working-age population. India’s rate 
of  employment has declined and 
job creation has not kept up with 
the growing working-age popula-
tion. The stock is growing at 1.5% 
per year, adding about 5.5 million 
people to the workforce every year. 
Population in the working-age years 
is set to expand massively in India. 
Between 2010 and 2030, World Bank 
estimates suggest, the population in 
the 15-59 age group will increase by 
more than 200 million in India While 
Unemployment in India is projected 
to witness marginal increase between 
2017 and 2018, signalling stagnation 
in job creation in the country, ac-
cording to a UN labour report. Ac-
cording to estimates by International 
Labour Organization (ILO), India’s 
employment elasticity, a common 
measure of  how employment growth 

responds to GDP growth, hovered 
around 0.3 between 1991 and 2007. 
Basically, 1% of  overall economic 
growth produced 0.3% of  employ-
ment growth. That number has been 
coming down quite alarmingly since, 
and now stands at only about 0.15%.

More than 30 per cent of  Indi-
ans aged 15-29 years are neither in 
employment nor in education and 
training. This is more than double 
the OECD average and almost three 
times that of  China. A perfect storm 
is brewing across India’s industrial 
complex, one that will truly test the 
country’s demographic dividend. Re-
structuring in many existing indus-
tries is leading to layoffs in thousands 
while a future in which new projects 
could be driven largely by automa-
tion and robots could put paid to 
the aspirations of  millions of  young 
men and women readying to join the 

workforce every year. Simply put, we 
could be looking at a future in which 
there are just no new jobs.

The Indian economy should ur-
gently seek ways to generate decent 
jobs in large numbers. A failure to 
do so would result in frittering away 
the energies of  the country’s young 
population. The ILO advocates 
policy approaches that address root 
causes of  secular stagnation as well 
as structural impediments to growth.  
“Boosting economic growth in an eq-
uitable and inclusive manner requires 
a multi-faceted policy approach that 
addresses the underlying causes of  
secular stagnation, such as income 
inequality, while taking into account 
country specificities,” said Tobin.  
Such progress, the ILO emphasised, 
is only possible through international 
cooperation. A coordinated effort to 
provide fiscal stimuli and public in-

vestments would go a long way 
to provide an immediate jump 
start to the global economy and 
could eliminate an anticipated 
rise in unemployment for two 
million people.

Prof. Mithilesh Kumar Sinha
Finance Officer

Nagaland University, 
Lumami

Table: Percentage of  Youth Aged 15-29 neither in employment nor in education and training

Source:  OECD Economic Survey: India

People’s 
Republic of  
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Russian 
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Africa

11.12 14.04 19.96 20.30 20.62 23.24 30.83 36.65
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Call out to God; He is wanting to hear from you.

For five years, an ancient clay seal remained in a closet in Je-
rusalem’s Institute of Archaeology. After the seal was dug up 
at the foot of the southern part of Jerusalem’s old city wall, 
initial examination failed to establish the significance of the 

nearly 3,000-year-old object. But then a researcher carefully scruti-
nized the letters on the seal, resulting in a major discovery. The in-
scription, written in ancient Hebrew, reads: “Belonging to Hezekiah 
[son of] Ahaz king of Judah.”

At the center of the seal is a two-winged sun surrounded by 
two images symbolizing life. The archaeologists who discovered the 
seal believe that King Hezekiah began using this seal as a symbol of 
God’s protection after the Lord healed him from a life-threatening 
illness (Isa. 38:1–8). Hezekiah had been pleading with the Lord to 
heal him. And God heard his prayer. He also gave Hezekiah a sign 
that He would indeed do what He had promised, saying, “I will cause 
the sun’s shadow to move ten steps backward” (v. 8 nlt).

The facts related to this archeological artifact give us an encourag-
ing reminder that the people in the Bible were learning, as we are, to 
call on the Lord who hears us when we cry out to Him for help. And 
even when His answers are not what we want or expect, we can rest 
assured that He is compassionate and He is powerful. The One who 
orders the movement of the sun can certainly move in our hearts.
Dear God, You are great and powerful, yet You care for me. Help 

me to believe in Your power and love, and to seek Your help 
always.

Two-Winged Sun
BIBLE READ:  ISAIAH 38:1–8  
THOUGHT FOR TODAY:

[The Lord says:] I have heard your prayer 
and seen your tears. 

      ~   Isaiah 38:5

DAILY
PATH
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Today’s ASTRO-PREDICTION

ARIES (MAR 21 - APR 19): You should team 
up with others and initiate action that resonates 
with your inner being. This might not be obvi-
ous now, but be on the lookout for unexpected 

events. These energies alert you to the fact that there’s a 
much larger trend moving through your life that you may 
not be aware of  right now. Stand back from your everyday 
routine and get a better perspective on your direction.

TAURUS (APR 20 - MAY 20): People of  
great power and drive may pop out of  the 
woodwork today. They’ll confront you directly 
and perhaps challenge you in some way. You 

may be at a climactic point right now, and feel like you’re 
at a junction. Make adjustments now. Realize that change 
is a key ingredient for growth. Upheaval and action may 
be necessary.

GEMINI (MAY 21 - JUN 21): You may be 
going through tremendous growth now. Fo-
cus on this and see where you need to make 
some changes. This may be interrupted by 

powerful energy from other people or situations. 
These issues are important. They’re alerting you to 
certain changes that may be overdue. Look at how 
this upheaval can bring about growth and success. 
Opportunities await.

CANCER (JUN 22 - JUL 22): There’s a free-
spirited energy calling your name. Latch onto 
it and manifest creative abundance in your 
life. Perhaps a major opportunity for change 

is knocking on your door. Look through the keyhole be-
fore you invite anybody in, but realize that the answer you 
seek may not be wearing the costume you expect. Explore 
all options and be bold. Initiate action. Don’t shy away 
from change.

LEO (JUL 23 - AUG 22): A major force con-
fronts you now. It may seem like this energy 
will never stop. It might be mental or physical, 
but either way, you may be letting it consume 

too much of  your attention. Try not to get caught in dra-
ma that doesn’t really involve you. Remedy the things you 
can change and leave the rest. Take responsibility for your 
actions and let others worry about theirs.

VIRGO (AUG 23 - SEP 22): Keep your eyes 
open today. Be on the lookout for opportuni-
ties and invitations. Don’t act too hastily. This 
is a key time in which life seems to be moving 

more quickly than ever. Change may be just what you 
need to foster your growth. Don’t just grab the first thing 
that comes your way. Examine your options closely, make 
sure you’re confident about the situation - then act.

LIBRA (SEP 23 - OCT 22): Unexpected 
events may throw you for a loop today, but 
these incidents could be part of  a bigger trend 
that you should pay attention to. There’s 

great opportunity at hand, and you shouldn’t ignore 
it. Small things may indicate some major change that 
needs to happen in your life before this new energy can 
take hold. Clear out the cobwebs and welcome a breath 
of  fresh air.

SCORPIO (OCT 23 - NOV 21): There’s a 
powerful movement of  energy in your life now. 
Major overhauls and subsequent undertakings 
are just waiting for you to give the green light. 

Realize the potential of  instigating a significant change in 
your life. Don’t shy away from the unknown. You under-
stand the need for upheaval. Chaos may be necessary in 
order to let new opportunities in.

SAGITTARIUS (NOV 22 - DEC 21): Take 
charge of  your life. Initiate action and major 
change in an important area. Large trends are 
being activated today, alerting you to the fact 

that there’s a great opportunity at hand. Take note of  any 
sudden energy and unexpected events. Chaos and confu-
sion may be the initial result, but change is a key ingredi-
ent for your future growth.

CAPRICORN (DEC 22 - JAN 19): There’s 
electricity in the air today, which may spur you 
to make a significant change in one area of  your 
life. Try not to rush on this one. Don’t change 

just for the sake of  change, but really examine something 
that needs to shift. You have a great opportunity for growth 
now, so look for ways in which you can make major per-
sonal improvements.

AQUARIUS (JAN 20 - FEB 18): You’re at 
the start of  a very expansive time in your 
life, and opportunities are available whether 
you realize it or not. You may get the feel-

ing that there’s an area that needs a total overhaul. 
Major changes are a large piece of  the puzzle. Re-
vamp that which doesn’t work for you any more to 
make room for the future that awaits you. This is your 
time to shine.

PISCES (FEB 19 - MAR 20): Bizarre and 
unexpected events lie in store for you today, 
so don’t be surprised if  not everything goes 
according to plan. Take note that these events 

may be part of  a larger trend indicative of  a tremendous 
opportunity. Heed the subtleties of  this wave of  energy. 
Latch onto it and see it as a major time of  growth and 
expansion in your life.

A 2014 study found that India’s 
National Vector Borne Disease 
Control Programme captures 

only 0.35% of the annual 
number of clinically diagnosed 

dengue cases.

Natalia Ningthoujam | IANS

On-demand services like Netflix and 
Amazon Prime Video are leav-
ing no stone unturned to increase 
their Indian subscriber base. Their 

library of  movies and shows forces you to 
binge-watch. So do TV channels with their 
marathons, but don’t let watching shows or 
movies back-to-back be the reason for your 
expanding waistline, warn experts.

Excessive screen time is a concern across 
the world, says Ramen Goel, Senior Bariatric 
Surgeon and Director, Center of  Bariatric and 
Metabolic Surgery, Wockhardt Hospitals.

“There are multiple associated health 
issues with people, especially the younger 
generation constantly glued to the phone, 
monitors or TV. It restricts the time for physi-
cal activities which are essential for not only 

physical health but also social health, cama-
raderie and team-building,” Goel told IANS.

Subconscious eating while watching 
screen-based programmes is a fact. “It is an 
accepted contributor to an obesity epidemic,” 
he said.

Sushant Wadhera, Advanced Bariatric 
and Laparoscopic Surgeon in Venkateshwar 
Hospital, Dwarka, agrees that sitting idle for 
long in front of  screens lowers the metabolism 
of the body.

“In fact, your body burns more calories 
while sleeping than during watching TV. Eat-
ing a lot of  snacks like potato chips, junk food 
and consuming aerated drinks while watch-
ing TV... These high-calorific foods will make 
you obese,” he said.

“As you will be losing out on precious 
sleep, your metabolism will drop further and 
thus lead to more weight gain,” he added.

Binge-viewing has affected all age groups. 

From children glued to their cartoon chan-
nels to housewives and elderly people watch-
ing their unending soaps, binge-watching has 
become common, feels Swapnil Jain, Endo-
crinologist, Columbia Asia Hospital, Guru-
gram.

“Since almost all of  the available time is 
being consumed in front of  the screens, the 
only muscles getting exercise are probably the 
eyeballs. So, the mismatch of  excessive calo-
rie intake and binge-viewing is severely affect-
ing the body metabolism leading to obesity,” 
added Jain.

The problem doesn’t end with obesity.
“Once they get obesity, they develop dia-

betes, heart and kidney problems much ear-
lier in their lives. Technology also interferes 
with sleep,” said Manjunath Malige, Endo-
crinologist and Diabetologist, Fortis Hospital, 
Bengaluru.

Sharing a case study, Malige said once a 

14-year-old boy became so obese that now he 
has pre-diabetes.

“The kid was addicted to gadgets. So, he 
was not involved in any physical activities,” 
said Malige.

Goel added: “Excessive screen time is be-
lieved to distract a person from the realities 
of  life and many live in a make-believe world 
created by movie producers and game devel-
opers.

“It is believed to restrict time for family 
moments which is likely to result in stressed 
and disjointed families.”

So what can be done to break the habit?
“Go for a walk or do things that you like 

doing such as cooking. Spend time with your 
family or friends. Make sure you do not eat 
while binge-watching,” said Goel.

As for the younger lot, parents have to 
play an important role in helping their chil-
dren get rid of  their habit.

“Parents should make the kids understand 
the importance of  physical activity. They 
should restrict the usage of  electronic gadgets 
and fix the timings for the same so that chil-
dren do not become addicted to it.

“They should be encouraged to get off  
the couch and take part in physical activities 
such as swimming, dancing, jogging or other 
sports activities,” said Malige.

But that doesn’t mean you force a new 
sport or activity on your child.

“Instead, let the child pick the kind of  
physical activity it likes. Block off  the fitness 
time and make sure all other distractions like 
phones and tablets are put away. This mes-
sage should also come from the school -- they 
should have more and more sports activities 
for kids,” he said.

(Natalia Ningthoujam can be contacted at 
natalia.n@ians.in)

Watch Your Waistline As You Binge-Watch
(October 11 is World Obesity Day)

“All it takes is an empty coconut 
shell, left out in the rain,” says Dr 
George Varghese, from the Christian 
Medical College (CMC), Vellore, 
while discussing the recent dengue 
epidemics in India. The shell can act 
as a breeding ground for mosquitoes, 
which transmit the dengue virus be-
tween humans with when they bite. 
The mosquito Aedes aegypti, the pri-
mary carrier of  the dengue virus, bites 
mostly during the day – which means 
unless you’re in an air-conditioned 
cocoon without any ventilation, you 
are in danger of  the pesky insects and 
the disease they carry.

The coconut shell is just an exam-
ple. Stagnant water along roads, tem-
porary rain puddles, not-so-tempo-
rary rubbish-ridden rivers, a garbage 
dump waterlogged in the rain – all 
make excellent breeding grounds for 
mosquitoes.

Dengue is one of  the main mos-
quito-borne diseases in India, along 
with malaria, chikungunya and Japa-
nese encephalitis. What sets it apart 
(or not) is the generality of  its symp-
toms: high fever, headaches and joint 
pain, indicative of  any viral infection. 
The dengue virus DENV also causes 
pain behind the eyes, itching and se-
vere joint pain – a triad of  symptoms 
used to profile dengue clinically, ac-
cording to Cecilia Dayaraj from the 
National Institute of  Virology in her 
2014 review of dengue in India.

Only one in four dengue infec-
tions manifest symptoms, but asymp-
tomatic cases act as carriers of  infec-
tion, a silent reservoir that can aid the 
spread of  dengue epidemics. The cur-
rent notion is that dengue can cause 
a “continuous spectrum of clinical 
disease”. It may not give rise to symp-
toms at all or just cause a mild fever. 
On the other end of  the spectrum, it 
can cause the fatal dengue hemor-
rhagic fever (DHF). DHF is a ‘vascu-
lar leak syndrome’, where fluid oozes 
out of  blood vessels, leaving behind 
thick blood that cannot flow. Severe 
DHF paralyses the circulatory system 
and leads to death.

Another fallout of  dengue being 
so generic in it symptoms is that it is 
grossly underreported. A 2014 study 
found that India’s National Vector 
Borne Disease Control Programme 
(NVBDCP) captures only 0.35% of  
the annual number of  clinically diag-
nosed dengue cases. Using data from 
a case study in Madurai and extrapo-
lations suggested by an expert panel, 
the study found that India could have 
had an annual average of  5,778,406 

clinically diagnosed dengue cases 
between 2006 and 2012. That’s 
282-times the number reported every 
year (average).

“The government numbers are 
just the tip of  the iceberg,” says Sou-
mya Swaminathan, the outgoing di-
rector general of  the Indian Council 
of  Medical Research (ICMR) and 
soon to be deputy chief  of  the World 
Health Organisation, in an interview 
with PTI. Bearing this in mind, it is 
important to note that the NVBDCP 
estimated close to 130,000 cases and 
250 deaths in 2016. As of  August 
2017, about 36,000 cases have al-
ready been reported in India.
A virus-mosquito match that clicked
Dengue is caused by viruses of  the 
genus Flavivirus. The story of  den-
gue evolution started in the forests 
of  Southeast Asia, where the ancient 
Flavivirus was probably a mosquito- 
or tick-borne virus, which diverged 
around 2,000 years ago by adapting 
to vertebrate hosts like birds, bats and 
forest-dwelling primates. The virus 
then adapted to survive in mosqui-
toes, using them as vectors: agents 
that can carry the virus and transmit 
the disease between hosts. The virus 
first evolved with Aedes albopictus, 
a day-biting mosquito common near 
forest areas, and later also began us-
ing Ae. aegypti.

The fantastically versatile Ae. ae-
gypti soon became the primary vector 
for dengue. The mosquito is highly 
adapted to the urban environment. 
It can breed in small collections of  
water. Even a small plastic cup would 
suffice. As the Aedes species spread 
all over the world with increased 
movement of  humans and goods, 
dengue went with them. The 18th, 
19th and 20th centuries saw many 
dengue pandemics, and the two 
World Wars accelerated the spread of  
the disease.

“The main reason [for dengue’s 
spread] is a combination of  global 
trends that have all emerged and 
converged in the past few decades,” 
wrote Duane Gubler, an internation-
ally renowned dengue expert from 
the Duke-NUS Medical School, to 
The Wire in an email. “Population 
growth, unprecedented urban growth 
that provides the ideal ecology for vi-
ruses and mosquitoes, globalisation 
and modern transportation that pro-
vides the ideal mechanism for trans-
porting the viruses and mosquitoes 
among population centres; and, dete-
rioration of  public health infrastruc-
ture and lack of  effective mosquito 
control in tropical cities.”

The dengue virus today has four 
serotypes. A serotype is a group within 
a species of  microorganisms that has 
its own set of  distinctive surface struc-
tures. One serotype is usually respon-
sible for one epidemic, but there have 
been cases where more than one sero-
type circulates during an epidemic.

“When a person already infected 
with one serotype is infected by a 
second, the body cannot fight both 

serotypes at the same time,” CMC 
Vellore’s Varghese told The Wire. 
The dengue virus has found a way 
to make its host’s body turn against 
itself. Antibodies produced against 
one dengue serotype can enhance in-
fection by a second serotype, a phe-
nomenon called antibody-dependent 
enhancement of  infection. “This 
could be one reason for the increased 
severity of  dengue infection in some 
cases,” according to Varghese.

A recent genetic analysis by the 
National Institute of  Virology found 
that the prevalent dengue strains in 
India have been changing temporal-
ly. When dengue epidemics started 
in India in the 1950s and 1960s, all 
four serotypes were present in a mild 
form. Today, per the study, all four 
have been replaced by lineages with 
greater virulence and transmissibility. 
Genetic analyses have shown that the 
DENV-4 serotype, and a particular 
genotype of  DENV-3, originated in 
India.

“Increased transmission increases 
the rate of  mutation in the virus, in-
creasing the probability of  new virus 
strains emerging that have greater 
fitness, epidemic potential and viru-
lence”, said Gubler.

The Indian dengue epidemics 
have a very distinct trend. The first 
epidemics are in the south and then 
the disease spreads north. Mosqui-
toes breed better in warm, humid 
environments and they follow the 
monsoons northwards. “The rainy 
season, with increased humidity, in-
creases the survival of  the mosquito, 
thus increasing the probability that 
an infected mosquito will live long 
enough to transmit the virus to other 
persons,” Gubler added.
Combating dengue: getting rid of  the 
mosquito
Fighting the disease by targeting the 
mosquito has been the favoured meth-
od to combat dengue thus far. Killing 
off  adult mosquitoes by aerial spray-
ing has been the go-to solution but its 
effectiveness has been questionable. 
Ae. aegypti dwells in sheltered ar-
eas where the spray doth not go. The 
chemicals need repeated application; 
the mosquitoes can develop resist-
ance; and their environmental effects 
are numerous (remember DDT?). 
Studies have found that targeting the 
larval stage with chemicals like teme-
fos is not a sure-shot method either. 
Using fish, like guppies, that eat up 
mosquito larvae has been discussed 
as an option but it could get expen-
sive in the large scale. Using geneti-
cally modified mosquitoes carrying a 
lethal gene that can induce sterility in 
wild mosquitoes is under trial.

Bacteria of  the genus Wolbachia 
naturally infect many insects, though 
not mosquitoes that cause dengue. 
The bacteria can inhibit the growth of  
other microbes in its hosts and short-
en their lifespan. Wolbachia is also 
compatible with a range of  insects: a 
strain collected from one insect spe-
cies can be used to infect another, 

even if  the insect hosts are not relat-
ed. A 2011 study by Scott O’Neill and 
team from Monash University, Aus-
tralia, found that the bacterium Wol-
bachia pipientis can be used to infect 
Ae. aegypti, where it can prevent the 
dengue virus from replicating in the 
mosquito.

When introduced into an unin-
fected species, Wolbachia spreads 
rapidly. The idea is for Wolbachia-
infected mosquitoes – which cannot 
carry dengue – to replace wild mos-
quitoes, inhibiting the virus’s spread. 
During a field trial in Australia, Ae. 
aegypti mosquitoes infected with 
Wolbachia were able to transform 
a population of  wild mosquitoes. 
Moreover, after three months, the 
incidence of  dengue in the mosqui-
to population remained low. Based 
on the success of  further field trials, 
Monash University launched a non-
profit called the World Mosquito Pro-
gram, until recently called ‘Eliminate 
Dengue’. With an international team 
of funding agencies, the program has 
expanded to countries in Southeast 
Asia, South America, the Pacific is-
lands and, most recently, to India.

“From the first discovery that 
Wolbachia can block the replication 
of  arboviruses in the mosquito, to the 
establishment of  Wolbachia in five 
countries with one million people 
protected by Wolbachia, has been an 
astonishing journey in a short space 
of  time,” said Cameron Simmons, 
the director of  impact assessment at 
the World Mosquito Program.

“Our approach is not inconsist-
ent with traditional mosquito control 
programs. In fact, we encourage com-
munities and government to continue 
these efforts during and after we’ve 
deployed Wolbachia,” he added. 
“However, the reality is that tradi-
tional mosquito control programs are 
underfunded and imperfectly deliv-
ered. Indeed decades of  evidence tells 
us that they have failed to stop disease 
transmission in endemic countries. 
It’s time to try novel approaches that 
can deliver long-term, cost-effective 
reductions in disease incidence.”

Using Wolbachia to combat 
mosquito-borne diseases has recently 
received approval from the WHO. 
Simmons and others at the World 
Mosquito Program are also confident 
that further evidence of  reduced dis-
ease transmission, and improved pub-
lic health in areas where Wolbachia 
has been introduced, will bring in 
more funding and widespread adop-
tion of  this technique. What will hap-
pen in India, however, remains to be 
seen.
Combating dengue by tackling the 
virus
When a mosquito carrying dengue 
bites an unwary human being, the 
virus pops out of  the mosquito’s 
salivary glands onto human skin. 
The skin cell folds around the virus, 
forming a little pouch that draws the 
virus into the cell. Once safely inside, 
the virus disintegrates to reveal its in-

credibly simple genetic material: one 
strand of  ribonucleic acid (RNA), 
which is similar to our DNA. The 
virus then shows its true colours: 
it uses the host cell’s machinery to 
make copies of  itself. Different parts 
of  baby viruses are made, assembled 
and finally released into the blood. 
The viruses then go on to infect other 
cells.

The human body does not remain 
idle once it encounters a virus. It 
mounts an immune response, secret-
ing white blood cells that seek out 
the virus and attempt to engulf  it. 
But the virus has a devious trick up 
its sleeve: it infects the very cells sent 
out to kill it. As the infected white 
blood cells travel around the body, so 
does the virus, spreading all over and 
resulting in viremia – the presence of  
viruses in the bloodstream. Infected 
cells secrete chemicals called interfer-
ons, which activate further immune 
defences. Some types of  white blood 
cells secrete antibodies that recognise 
and neutralise virus particles. The in-
fected person now suffers from a fever 
lasting for about a week.

Since fever is the first manifesta-
tion of  the disease, it becomes dif-
ficult to differentiate dengue from 
a simple flu. The National Institute 
of  Virology has a kit that can detect 
dengue, and other commercial tests 
are also available. An example is 
Dengue Day 1, a test that can detect 
dengue even before the onset of  fe-
ver. Developed by Navin Khanna’s 
research group from the Internation-
al Centre for Genetic Engineering 
and Biotechnology, the test is rapid 
and sensitive, capable of  detecting 
dengue antibodies in very dilute 
samples.

“The test can even tell you if  you 
have had dengue in the past,” Khan-
na told The Wire. “This kind of  infor-
mation is critical to the doctor. If  it’s 
secondary dengue, it is much more 
severe, and you can lose the patient 
in a day.” Secondary dengue means 

a person who has had dengue before 
and has been infected again.

“Even as recently as five years 
ago, tests to detect dengue were very 
expensive”, said Khanna. “Now, the 
costs have plummeted.”

Since dengue has been around for 
many hundreds of  years, traditional 
medical practices have evolved their 
own ways of  dealing with the disease. 
Vaccinating against dengue has been 
part of  the plan to combat the disease 
– but vaccine candidates are still not 
in a position to hit the market. Glo-
bal pharmaceutical giant Sanofi has 
developed a vaccine against dengue 
but India has not approved it for use. 
“I salute Sanofi for spending 20 years, 
and 1.2 billion dollars, on a tropical 
disease that is not their problem,” 
said Khanna. “The Sanofi vaccine 
does not work on patients who have 
never had dengue before; it is a boost-
er vaccine. There has also been health 
issues post vaccination, especially in 
children”.

The WHO has said, “a dengue 
vaccine would represent a major ad-
vance in the control of  the disease”, 
and many teams are working on a 
vaccine that can provide cover against 
all four dengue serotypes.

The Global Burden of  Disease 
Study estimated 58.4 million den-
gue cases in 2013 and about 10,000 
deaths worldwide. These numbers 
translate into an economic burden 
of  almost $9 billion in 2013 alone. 
Though the number of  deaths due to 
dengue is relatively small, the pres-
sure on healthcare systems and the 
reduction in workforce strength due 
to the illness take a heavy toll.

The fight against dengue thus 
needs to be at many levels: measures 
to control Aedes mosquito popula-
tions, vaccinating against the mosqui-
to using techniques like Wolbachia 
infections, rapid diagnosis and ef-
fective treatment of  the disease and, 
finally, developing a vaccine that can 
fight against all four serotypes.

New Moves in the World’s Fight Against Dengue, With an Eye on India

Credit: hinkelstone/Flickr, CC BY 2.0
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North Korea hackers ‘steal 
US-South Korea war plan’

Amit Shah, Smriti Irani slam 
Rahul in Congress bastion 

‘Fake currency notes act as oxygen for terrorism’

Maharashtra, Gujarat, 
Himachal cut VAT on fuel 

Best package for 
Indian economy is to 
replace Jaitley— CPI

Two staff members killed, many students 
injured as gunmen attack Kenya varsity

Thai PM announces general 
elections for November 2018

6 killed, 40 injured in Pakistan bus accident

US to announce repeal of Barack Obama’s clean power plan

Joy Catherine Wanjala, centre, is assisted by her friends after seeing the body of her mother who was among 
the two people who were shot in Ukunda town, south coast of Mombasa, Kenya Tuesday, October 10.

PTI

 BJP National President Amit Shah with Union Minister Smriti Irani and UP Chief Minister Yogi at a pub-
lic meeting for the launch of several developmental schemes in Gauriganj, Amethi on Tuesday.

PTI

Seoul, Oct. 10 (IANS): Hackers from North 
Korea are reported to have stolen a large 
cache of military documents from South Ko-
rea, including the latest Washington-Seoul 
wartime operational plan, a ruling party 
lawmaker said on Tuesday.

Citing information from unnamed de-
fence officials, Democratic Party Representa-
tive Lee Cheol-hee said the hackers broke 
into the Defence Integrated Data Centre in 
September last year to steal the secret files, 
such as Operational Plans 5015 and 3100, 
Yonhap news agency reported.

OPLAN 5015 is the latest Seoul-Wash-
ington scheme to handle an all-out war with 
Pyongyang, which reportedly contains de-
tailed procedures to “decapitate” the North 
Korean leadership. OPLAN 3100 is Seoul’s 
plan to respond to the North’s localized 
provocations.  Lee said that 235 gigabytes 
of military documents were taken with the 
content of nearly 80 per cent of them yet to 
be identified. 

Also among them were contingency 
plans for the South’s special forces, reports 
to allies’ top commanders, and information 

on key military facilities and power plants, 
he added.

“The Ministry of National Defence has 
yet to find out about the content of 182 giga-
bytes of the total (stolen) data,” Lee said. 

In May, the Defence Ministry’s investiga-
tion authorities said that the communist state 
was thought to be behind the hacking of the 
military’s key online network. They did not 
reveal what data had been taken at the time.  
The hacking incident has raised calls for the 
allies to remain alert to the possibility of the 
belligerent regime readjusting its own contin-
gency or wartime plans based on the stolen 
military documents. 

In recent years, Seoul has been pushing 
to bolster its cyber defence capabilities as 
Pyongyang has launched a host of attacks 
on South Korean corporate and government 
websites by mobilizing its specially trained 
personnel, including those based in China 
and other foreign countries. 

Pyongyang has denied responsibility for 
the cyberattacks, including the latest one, 
upbraiding Seoul for “fabricating” claims 
about online attacks.

Amethi (UP), Oct. 10 
(PTI): BJP chief Amit Shah 
today took on Congress vice 
president Rahul Gandhi 
in his Lok Sabha constitu-
ency Amethi, questioning 
him over development in 
the “Nehru-Gandhi family 
bastion” despite his three 
generations getting elected 
from here.

Shah, joined by union 
minister Smriti Irani and Ut-
tar Pradesh Chief Minister 
Yogi Adityanath, slammed 
Gandhi for “mocking” at 
Gujarat’s development and 
said he “cannot see devel-
opment as he sports Italian 
spectacles.” 

Addressing a public 
meeting here, the BJP chief  
said Prime Minister Naren-
dra Modi and Adiyanath 
will ensure all- round devel-
opment of  Amethi as also 
rest of the state.

“You have trusted a 
family for 60 years, now 
trust BJP and Modi and 
you will not feel betrayed,” 
Shah told the gathering in 
the presence of Adityanath 
and Irani, who had lost to 
Rahul Gandhi in the 2014 
Lok Sabha polls in Amethi.

He said there were two 
models of  development 
here -- a “Nehru-Gandhi 
model” and the “Modi 
model”.

Amethi is known all 
over the world as a “Nehru-
Gandhi family bastion” but 
there has been no develop-
ment, he said.

Responding to Gandhi’s 
repeated posers as to what 
the BJP had done during 
its rule, Shah said, “the 
Congress ruled the country 
for 70 years. I want to ask 
you that you have been 
MP here for a long time 
but why is there no collec-
tor’s office, TB hospital and 
Akashwani’s FM here? Ero-
sion of  land due to Gomti 

New Delhi, Oct. 10 (PTI): High qual-
ity fake currency notes act as “oxygen 
for terrorism” which is a curse to the 
society, Home Minister Rajnath Singh 
said today.

Inaugurating the new headquar-
ters of  the National Investigation 
Agency (NIA) here, he said no civi-
lised country can accept the rise of  
terrorism on its soil.

He also termed terrorism as a 
“curse” that no civilised country can 
accept.

“Fake currency contributes to the 
rise of terrorism and high quality fake 
currency notes act as oxygen for terror-
ism,” he said.

Singh said terrorism was a hurdle 
to development and the NDA govern-
ment has been taking strong action 
against the menace.

The home minister said India has 
taken remarkable steps to highlight 
the menace of terrorism in the inter-
national forums and Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi has succeeded in 
bringing international community on 
board on the issue.

Referring to the ongoing probe by 
the NIA on funding to militancy in 
Jammu and Kashmir, Singh said the 
action has put hurdle in the flow of  
funds to the militants and their morale 
was hit badly.

Complimenting the NIA’s role 
in curbing terror acts in the country, 
the home minister said that gathering 
evidence in terror cases was a chal-
lenging job and that in 95 per cent of  
such cases, the accused get convicted.

He said the NIA has been getting 
full cooperation from central and state 
agencies in its task.

“The NIA has established its cred-
ibility and impartiality in last eight 
years through professional and scien-
tific investigation,” he said.

Singh said the home ministry has 
allowed the NIA to take decisions in 
administrative matter on its own as it 
is an autonomous body.

Mumbai, Oct. 10 (IANS): Ma-
harashtra, Gujarat and Himachal 
Pradesh on Tuesday announced 
cuts in Value Added Tax (VAT) 
on petrol and diesel, effective from 
midnight, to bring down fuel prices 
in the three states.

While BJP-ruled Maharashtra 
and Gujarat announced a 4 per 
cent VAT cut, the Congress-ruled 
Himachal Pradesh cut VAT by 1 
per cent.

The net reduction in petrol 
and diesel prices will be around Rs 
2.33 per litre and Rs 1.25 per litre 
respectively in Maharashtra, said 
All India Petrol Dealers Associa-
tion spokesperson Ali Daruwala. 

The move follows a commu-
nication from Finance Minister 
Arun Jaitley to all states to consider 
reducing state-level taxes on petrol 
and diesel products.

Mumbai Petroleum Dealers 
Association President Ravi Shinde 
said the current VAT in the state 
was around 26 per cent on petrol 
and 21 per cent on diesel, plus dif-
ferent cess totalling Rs 9 per litre. 

This pushed up prices of petrol 
and diesel by nearly 50 per cent for 
every litre in the state.

“Our demand for reduction in 
cess on petrol and diesel products 
by the state government was re-
jected and we were informed that 
it is utilised to repay farm loans 
waiver package announced in 
June,” Daruwala told IANS.

With the VAT cut, the Mahar-
ashtra government is likely to suffer 
a loss of around Rs 2,500 crore.

Gujarat Chief  Minister Vijay 
Rupani said after the VAT reduc-
tion, petrol price will slide by Rs 
2.93 a litre and that of diesel by Rs 
2.72 a litre.

The reduction comes after the 
state government cut prices of  
auto fuel by 60 paise soon after the 
Centre’s decision to reduce basic 
excise duty by Rs 2 per litre from 
October 4.

Rupani said the decision would 
put a burden of  Rs 2,316 crore 
a year on the state exchequer. 
Gujarat annually earns Rs 12,000 
crore by way of VAT on auto fuels.

Himachal Pradesh reduced the 
VAT by 1 percent. The decision 
was taken at a cabinet meeting 
chaired by Chief  Minister Virb-
hadra Singh.

Himachal charges 27 per cent 
VAT on petrol and 16 per cent on 
diesel. 

Gujarat Congress spokesperson 
Shaktisinh Gohil said the VAT cut 
was an eyewash in view of  the 
forthcoming assembly elections. 

“You looted people over not 
just last three-and-a-half  years but 
in the last 22 years by not cutting 
taxes. Now that elections are near, 
you are talking of  bringing down 
prices. If  the BJP thinks it can fool 
the people, they are mistaken,” he 
said.

Kolkata, Oct. 10 (PTI): CPI general secre-
tary S Sudhakar Reddy today said the best 
package for the Indian economy would be 
to replace Arun Jaitley with an economist 
at the helm of the finance ministry.

“The situation of the country is turning 
from bad to worse under the (Narendra) 
Modi government. The economy is in a 
very bad shape. We feel that the best pack-
age for the Indian economy would be to 
pack off  Arun Jaitley from the finance 
ministry and replace him with an econo-
mist. Jaitley has been a complete failure as 
a finance minister,” Reddy said at a press 
conference here.

He also said that attempts were being 
made to form the “broadest possible plat-
form” against the BJP-RSS with the secular, 
democratic and Left parties, including the 
Congress.“Efforts are on to form the broad-
est possible platform to counter the march 
of the BJP-RSS in the country,” Reddy said.

Asked if  the Trinamool Congress 
(TMC), which also holds the status of a na-
tional party, would be a part of the platform, 
he said, “The political situation is different 
in different states. So, the state units will 
take a call on it.” 

However, CPI deputy general secretary 
Gurudas Dasgupta ruled out the possibility 
of the Mamata Banerjee-led party being a 
part of the platform.

“Let the TMC fight the BJP on its own. 
We do not want to take a party like the 
TMC, which itself  is slaughtering democ-
racy in the state (West Bengal), along with 
us,” he said.

Islamabad, Oct. 10 (IANS): 
A bus carrying over 50 wed-
ding guests met with an 
accident in Pakistan’s Sindh 
province on Tuesday, leav-
ing at least six people dead 
and 40 injured, the media 
reported.

The injured people in-
cluding women and kids 
have been shifted to a near-
by hospital where several 
of  them were said to be in 
critical condition, Dunya 
reported.

Road accidents happen 

in Pakistan mainly due to 
poorly maintained vehicles, 
dilapidated roads and neg-
ligence of road safety meas-
ures.

Traffic police officials 
say most of  the accidents 
happen in the country main-

ly due to human error.
According to the latest 

figures available with the 
Pakistan Bureau of  Statis-
tics, road accidents killed an 
average 15 people every day 
across the country over a 
decade from 2005 to 2015.

Bangkok, Oct. 10 (IANS): 
Thai Prime Minister Gen-
eral Prayut Chan-ocha on 
Tuesday announced that 
General Elections would 
be held in November 2018, 
more than four years after 
the army launched a coup 
in 2014.

General Prayuta, chief  
of  the country’s military 
junta since then, said at a 
Cabinet meeting that the 
exact dates would be an-
nounced around June 2018, 
reports Efe news.

The announcement 

comes days after Prayut 
met with the US President 
Donald Trump and told him 
they would hold free and fair 
elections in 2018.

Thailand’s new law on 
political parties, one of the 
four essential organic laws 
required for holding general 
elections, came into effect on 
Sunday.

The other laws include 
those that will regulate the 
election commission, ap-
proved earlier this year after 
the new Constitution came 
into effect in April, and those 

regulating the upper and 
lower houses.

Since the coup on May 
22, 2014, all parties in Thai-
land have been banned from 
political activities, and the 
authorities are yet to revoke 
the ban.

The Puea Thai Party, 
founded by former Prime 
Minister Thaksin Shinawat-
ra, who is currently living in 
exile in Dubai, is the main 
political party in Thailand 
and has won all legislative 
elections, including the last 
one in 2011, since 2001.

Washington, Oct. 10 (IANS): Scott 
Pruitt, head of the US Environmental 
Protection Agency (EPA), said he will 
on Tuesday formally announce a repeal 
of the Clean Power Plan, a signature 
effort by former US President Barack 
Obama to curb greenhouse gas emis-
sions.

“The war on coal is over,” Pruitt 
said in a televised speech at an event in 
the US coal state of Kentucky on Mon-
day, Xinhua news agency reported. 

“Tomorrow in Washington D.C., 
I’ll be signing a proposed rule to with-
draw the so-called Clean Power Plan of  

the past administration and thus begin 
the effort to withdraw that rule.”

Pruitt claimed that the Obama 
administration was “using every bit of  
power, every bit of authority to use the 
EPA to pick winners and losers in how 
we generate electricity in this country. 
And that’s wrong.”

A copy of  the leaked proposal 
obtained by US media showed that 
Pruitt will scrap the plan citing reasons 
that it “exceeds the EPA’s statutory 
authority.”

“The EPA welcomes comment on 
the legal interpretation addressed in 

this proposed rulemaking,” wrote the 
leaked proposal.

Gina McCarthy, the EPA adminis-
trator under Obama who released the 
Clean Power Plan, said in a statement 
that a proposal to repeal it “without 
any timeline or even a commitment to 
propose a rule to reduce carbon pollu-
tion, isn’t a step forward.”

“It’s a wholesale retreat from EPA’s 
legal, scientific and moral obligation to 
address the threats of climate change,” 
McCarthy said.

“The (current) administration is us-
ing contrived problems with our energy 

system to take money out of consum-
ers’ pockets and giving it to fossil fuel 
companies, so they can force a shift 
away from clean energy and back to 
dirty fossil fuel,” she said.

The Obama administration issued 
the plan in October 2015, requiring 
coal-fired power plants to reduce car-
bon dioxide emissions by 32 percent 
from 2005 levels by 2030. However, the 
US Supreme Court voted five to four 
later to put it on hold.

In March this year, President Don-
ald Trump signed an executive order, 
directing the EPA to “suspend, revise, 

or rescind” the Obama-era rule.
Trump, who once called climate 

change a “hoax,” also announced in 
June that his country will leave the Paris 
Agreement on curbing global warming. 
His position on climate change was met 
with widespread criticism both at home 
and abroad.

A US environmental organization, 
the Natural Resources Defense Coun-
cil, tweeted that the Clean Power Plan 
is the most important step the US has 
ever taken to curb dangerous impacts 
from climate change and that if  the 
plan is repealed, it will take the EPA 

to court.
Myron Ebell, head of the non-prof-

it libertarian think tank Competitive 
Enterprise Institute, however, cheered 
the repeal as a step “designed to get the 
economy moving again.”

“If  it had gone into effect, the 
‘Clean Power’ Plan rule to limit green-
house gas emissions from coal and nat-
ural gas power plants would have been 
one of the most expensive regulations 
ever imposed, causing electric rates for 
consumers to go up and threatening the 
reliability of the electric grid,” he said 
in a statement. 

This undated photo provided 
by Texas Tech University 
shows Hollis Daniels.

AP

Texas student 
fatally shoots 
police officer

Washington, Oct. 10 
(IANS): A Texas Tech 
University student fatally 
shot a campus police of-
ficer in the head, accord-
ing to varsity authorities.

The incident took 
place on Monday night 
when campus police 
were making a student 
welfare check, reports 
CBS News. 

Upon entering the 
suspect’s room, officers 
found drug parapherna-
lia, according to a univer-
sity statement. 

The suspect was then 
brought into a police sta-
tion for questioning. But 
he pulled out a gun and 
fatally shot the officer in 
the head.

The suspect fled on 
foot and was at-large for 
at least an hour after the 
shooting. 

As a result, the cam-
pus was on lockdown 
until the he was caught, 
the statement added.

Nairobi, Oct. 10 (Reuters): 
Two staff  members were 
killed and several students 
were wounded in Kenya 
when gunmen fired on ve-
hicles carrying students to 

the Technical University 
of  Mombasa’s campus in 
coastal Kwale county on 
Tuesday, a police official 
and a witness said.

The identity of the gun-

men was unclear.
Somali militant Islamist 

group al Shabaab frequently 
carries out attacks along the 
Kenya-Somali border and 
along the Kenyan coast. In 

2015, it attacked a universi-
ty in Kenya’s Garissa town, 
killing 148 students.

Two female staff  mem-
bers were killed, and a driver 
and two policemen were in-
jured, a police official who 
did not want to be named 
told Reuters.

 “A bus carrying stu-
dents of TUM (the Techni-
cal University of Mombasa) 
was ferrying them from 
their hostels to the campus 
in Ukunda for classes and 
was being escorted by a 
van that had some staff  of  
the college and two escort 
police officers,” the police-
man said.

 “Armed men number-
ing about 10 emerged from 
the bushes and started firing 
at the van in front. As a re-
sult two ladies who are staff  
of TUM were killed in the 
van. The driver of  the van 
and two police officers were 
injured,” he said.

A witness who did not 
want to be named told Reu-
ters she and several other 
students had fled their ve-
hicle when gunmen opened 
fire on them and had seen 
several students covered in 
blood.

river has not been stopped.” 
He added that the BJP 

has “given a prime minister 
who speaks”.

Slamming Gandhi for 
questioning development 
in Gujarat, Shah said, “He 
is mocking at the develop-
ment in Gujarat. I want 
to ask ‘Shahzada’ of  the 
Congress as to what your 
three generations have giv-
en to Amethi? You sought 
account of  our past three 
years but people of Amethi 
are taking account of works 
done here by your past three 
generations.”

Taking a swipe at Gan-
dhi, Shah said, “Rahul baba 
cannot see development as 
he sports Italian spectacles.” 

He said the Modi gov-
ernment had launched 106 
schemes over the last three 
years and named some of  
those.

“For the first time in 35-
40 years, I am seeing that 
the winning candidate (Ra-
hul Gandhi) remains miss-
ing from his constituency 
and a defeated candidate 
(Irani) is giving time to the 
people,” Shah said hailing 
the work being done in the 
area by Irani.

“Chief  Minister Yogi 
Adityanath and Prime Min-
ister Narendra Modi will 
develop UP,” he asserted.

Irani, while attacking 

Gandhi, said she wanted 
to address those who saw 
Amethi just from the point 
of view of votes.

She said there is not 
even the Collector’s office 
in Amethi.

She said Gandhi used 
to talk about development 
in the country and abroad 
and is mocking at Gujarat’s 
development but the Rajiv 
Gandhi Foundation here 
has not returned land taken 
from farmers.

“Rahul Gandhi, who 
used to talk about relief  to 
farmers, did not return their 
land taken by Rajiv Gandhi 
Foundation here,” the Un-
ion minister for informa-
tion and broadcasting and 
textiles said.

Referring to the closure 
of  a cycle factory called 
Samrat, she said, “... the 
country was surprised that 
the Rajiv Gandhi Foun-
dation, headed by Rahul, 
which did not do any com-
mercial activities has pur-
chased it. The land should 
be freed and given back to 
the farmers.” 

Irani had created a stir 
in 2015 when she accused 
the top Congress leader-
ship of  usurping nearly 65 
acres of land acquired from 
farmers for setting up a 
manufacturing unit, Samrat 
Cycle, a project that never 

materialised.
Noting that the BJP 

won four out of  five seats 
during the 2017 assembly 
polls when Shah had come 
here, Irani said, “In 2019 
(Lok Sabha polls) BJP will 
win here.”

Irani led a high-voltage 
campaign against Rahul 
Gandhi in Amethi in 2014. 
Gandhi secured 4,08,651 
vo te s  aga ins t  I r an i ’s 
3,00,748.

Though Irani lost to the 
Congress vice president in 
Amethi, she managed to 
reduce his victory margin 
from around 3.70 lakh in 
2009 to 1.07 lakh in 2014.

Adityanath said, “We 
will leave no stone un-
turned in developing Am-
ethi or for that matter the 
entire state.” 

He also said no son-in-
law or son will be allowed 
to grab land in the state, but 
did not take any names.

At today’s meeting, a 
slew of  projects were un-
veiled for Amethi and a 
number of  foundation 
stones were laid, days after 
Rahul Gandhi had dur-
ing his visit here accused 
the BJP governments at 
the Centre and in Uttar 
Pradesh of re- inaugurating 
the projects launched by the 
previous UPA regime in the 
district.



Ten killed in California wildfires, 
1,500 buildings destroyed
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San Francisco, Oct. 10 
(IANS): Massive wildfires 
raged across Northern Cali-
fornia, killing at least 10 
people, forcing up to 20,000 
to evacuate and destroying 
over 1,500 buildings in one 
of the most destructive fire 
emergencies in the US states 
history.

Firefighters were battling 
blazes in eight counties on 
Monday since they started 
on late Sunday night fanned 
by wind gusts of more than 
50 miles an hour, reports 
The New York Times.

In Santa Rosa city, the 
fire gutted a Hilton hotel 
and flattened a trailer park 
community. 

Most of the trailers were 
levelled, leaving a smoulder-
ing debris field of household 
appliances, filing cabinets 
and the charred personal 
effects of  more than 100 
residents. 

Janet Upton, a Deputy 
Director of  the California 
Department of Forestry and 
Fire Protection, said that at 
least 15 separate fires across 
the region had burned about 
94,000 acres. 

The victims comprised 
seven from Sonoma county, 

A wildfire moves closer to North Tustin homes along the 261 
freeway in Tustin, Calif., Monday, Oct. 9, 2017. 

AP/PTI

TICKET RATES
Silver Rs. 80
Gold Rs. 150

Platinum Rs. 320

HILL STAR 
Movie Schedule

Hill Star is thrilled to announce 
its valued HillStarCinema 

fans that the hall is now live at 
BookMyShowIN You can now 

BUY tickets online! 

10 am: Chef (Hindi) 
12.30, 5.30 pm: Blade 
Runner (Eng) 2d/3d 8 pm: Judwaa 2 (Hindi)

“MHARENDEN” Music Committee 
yakchia Tokhvu myingona okhen lona 
merangta khiv sala (4th Nov. 2017 at 
Local Ground).
Nchyua von, eni von osi nchyu mezhu 
von to lona merangtav.
Khenkhuv ji nchyua na merangta 
motsunga lo yaka ndenche.
Okhen ji ete Lotha yina merangtav. 
Vanphen ovungo, enio tona ethumo to 
jiang tai yantso piv. 
Tsungon 31st Oct. 2017 njanthung 
yivon zojantale to ntsitala.

For details please contact:  
Mhalo Kikon (8974141555)

DP-200

WOKHA TOWN TOKHU LO 
KHENDEN MERANGTA

TATA MOBILE 
RX

2009 Model
ALTO STANDER

2006 Model
M.No: 

8119888406 K-
13

80

FOR SALE

NOTICE
This is for the information of the applicants for the posts of Draughtsman Gd- II (Ref. Adv. No. UD/
ESTT-11/2015 Dated 18/08/17) that the Examination will be conducted for the eligible candidates as 
per the detail given below:-
1. Date of Written Examination : 13th   October’ 2017
2. Venue : SIRD Auditorium Hall, below UD Directorate

Examination Date Time

Written examination 13.10.17 10:00 A.M.

Practical & Viva Voce for selected candidates 18.10.17 10:00 AM
 Admit card will be issued from the Directorate of Urban Development starting from 9.10.17 

between 11:00 AM to 2: 00 PM on the payment of `. 200/- as Examination fee.
 Rejected candidate is displayed on the Notice Board of the Department.
 Information pertaining to Syllabus/Examination scheme is displayed on the Notice Board of the 

Department. 

No. UD/ESTT-11/ 2015/ Dated Kohima, the          th Oct.’2017

GOVERNMENT OF NAGALAND
DIRECTORATE OF URBAN DEVELOPMENT

NAGALAND :: KOHIMA

Sd/- (KEN KEDITSU)
Director

Urban Development
Nagaland, KohimaIssued by DIPR KG

-2
04
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SALES DAY
The Angami Christian Revival Youth Association will be organizing 
a Sales Day on 12th Oct. 2017 at Super Market Area from 7:00 AM 
onwards as fund raise for its Golden Jubilee Celebration.
Items to look out for : Organic vegetables, fruits, knives, daos, 
flowers, flower stands, kennels, chicken coops, :firewood, stones 
for construction purposes, ironing stand, local pork, local rice, tree 
stump & trunk for decoration purpose, brooms, bees, craps, snails, 
tea, sticky rice snack, jumble sales, wild vines, manures, bamboos, 
wooden post, saw-dust stoves, muodi, pickle, king chilly, mithun 
meat, local chicken, duck, meat chop-board and many more.

K-1381

GOVERNMENT OF NAGALAND 
OFFICE OF THE DEPUTY COMMISSIONER

KOHIMA::: NAGALAND

Whereas Smti. KENEILHOUPHRE-Ü W/O LT. MATHIBO CHUSEOTE, Peon P.W.D 
(R&B) Kohima, Nagaland resident of Lower A.G Colony, Kohima has applied for issue 
of Succession Certificate under the Indian Succession Act 1925, Part X to draw/
withdraw/ operate/transfer his/her Late husband-GPF, GIS, Leave Encashment, 
Gratuity & Pension. Bank A/C No.30402342117 SBI Main Branch, Kohima. Who 
expired on 13/09/2017.

Now therefore, public are hereby asked to file claims/objection if any within 1 
(one) month from the date of issue of this notice. Sd/-

(T.L.KIUSUMONG TIKHIR)
Additional Deputy Commissioner

Kohima: Nagaland

OBJECTION NOTICE
No. JUDL/SUCC/80/2017-I Dated Kohima, the 9th Oct, 2017

KG-2051

GOVERNMENT OF NAGALAND 
OFFICE OF THE DEPUTY COMMISSIONER

KOHIMA::: NAGALAND

Whereas Smti. KIYASETUO-Ü SUOKHRIE W/O LT. VIBEIZOLIE SUOKHRIE, 
Pensioner resident of Middle Bayavü Hill, Kohima has applied for issue of 
Succession Certificate under the Indian Succession Act 1925, Part X to draw/
withdraw/operate/transfer his/her Late husband-Pension P.O. No. NL/V/11506 of 
Treasury, Kohima (North). Bank A/C No.20372986395 SBI Main Branch, Kohima & 
3435624810 Central Bank of India, Kohima. Who expired on 14/09/2017.

Now therefore, public are hereby asked to file claims/objection if any within 1 
(one) month from the date of issue of this notice. Sd/-

(T.L.KIUSUMONG TIKHIR)
Additional Deputy Commissioner

Kohima: Nagaland

OBJECTION NOTICE
No. JUDL/SUCC/80/2017-I Dated Kohima, the 9th Oct, 2017

KG-2053

K-1382

I, Mrs. Helen Hukato Assumi, W/o. Kheshepu Hukato Assumi, Resident of  H. No. 370, 
Chekiye Village, Block-4, Dist.- Dimapur, Nagaland do hereby solemnly affirm and declare 
on oath as under:- 
1. That, I am a bonafide citizen of India.  
2. That, my full correct & official name is “Helen Hukato Assumi”. 
3. That, due to inadvertence my name is entered and recorded in various ways as such 

“Helen”, “Helen Sukhalu”, “I. Helen Sukhalu” and “Helen H. Assumi” in some of  my 
official documents and records.  

4. That “Helen Hukato Assumi”, “Helen”, “Helen Sukhalu”, “I. Helen Sukhalu” and 
“Helen H. Assumi” are the names of one and the same person, i.e., my name only. 

5. That, I have sworn this affidavit to declare my correct official name as “Helen Hukato 
Assumi” and I shall use the same in all my future official correspondence and records. 

6. That, the statements made above from para 1 to 5 of this affidavit is made by me which 
is true and correct to the best of my knowledge, belief and nothing is concealed therein. 

And I have signed this affidavit on this 10th day of October ‘2017 at Dimapur, Nagaland. 

DEPONENT 
D-4715

AFFIDAVITREGISTRATION NO.2101/2017 DATE 10/10/2017

Sworn before me by the Deponent 
Notary public 
Govt. of Nagaland

NOTICE FOR NAGALAND OLYMPIC ASSOCIATION MEETING
Shri. Neiphiu Rio, MP & President of Nagaland Olympic Association 
hereby call the Executive Meeting of the Nagaland Olympic Association 
on 20th October, 2017 at 11:30 AM at the Conference Hall of the Niathu 
Resort, Dimapur. The President has further called the Annual General 
Body Meeting of the Nagaland Olympic Association at 1:30 at the same 
venue following the Executive Council Meeting. 

All the Executive Council members and the members of the General 
Council are requested to make it convenient to attend the meeting. The 
meeting will discuss among other, conducting of Nagaland Mini Olympic 
Games. In absence of latest and updated information of addresses of the 
officials of the affiliated Associations, the meeting Notice is being issued 
through the local dailies only hence no separate Notice shall be issued. 

T. Meren Paul 
Secretary General, NOA. 

Mobile: 9436000153.

(Registration No. RS.921 dt. 26-11-85) 
Affiliated to Indian Olympic Association

NOA/AGM  Date, 10th October, 2017 

NAGALAND OLYMPIC ASSOCIATION 

KG-2054

two from Napa county and 
one from Mendocino coun-
ty, she added.

The property damage, 
already among the worst 
seen in a fire in California, 
was expected to increase. 
Santa Rosa authorities 
imposed a curfew starting 

at sunset, The New York 
Times reported.

California Governor 
Jerry Brown has issued 
emergency proclamations 
for Butte, Lake, Mendocino, 
Napa, Nevada, Orange, So-
noma and Yuba Counties, 
saying the fires had dam-
aged critical infrastructure 
and threatened thousands 
of homes. 

He also asked President 
Donald Trump to declare a 
major disaster.

“This is really serious. 
It’s moving fast. The heat, 
the lack of humidity and the 
winds are all driving a very 

dangerous situation and 
making it worse.

“It’s not under control by 
any means. But we’re on it in 
the best way we know how,” 
Brown said in a Monday 
evening press conference.

The worst fires in North-
ern California tend to hit in 
October, when dry condi-
tions prime them to spread 
fast and far as heavy winds, 
known as north winds or 
diablo winds, buffet the 
region.

Late September, about 
1,000 people in Southern 
California were evacuated 
due to wildfires.



EastErn Mirror  |  Dimapur, Wednesday, October 11, 2017

10



ENTERTAINMENT

SPORTS

EastErn Mirror  |  Dimapur, Wednesday, October 11, 2017

11

BCCI Finance Committee recommends Rs 50 cr. fund for northeastern states

Giroud scorpion 
kick shortlisted for 
FIFA goal award

World’s best tennis players set 
to attend 2018 Australian Open

Sean Kingston planning India tour with Parichay

Iceland qualify for 
their first World Cup

Iceland’s forward Johann Gudmundsson (L) celebrates scoring with his team-mates Birkir Bjarnason (C) 
and Gylfi Sigurdsson on October 9.

Madrid, Oct. 10 (IANS): 
Iceland, the revelation of  
Euro 2016, made history 
by qualifying for the World 
Cup for the first time while 
Serbia assured themselves 
of  returning to the com-
petition after missing the 
2014 edition.

Iceland is home to just 
334,000 people, making it 
the smallest country ever to 
reach the World Cup, Efe 
news reported on Monday.

Iceland and Serbia join 
host-nation Russia, defend-
ing champion Germany, 
Spain, England, Belgium 
and Poland in the Euro-
pean contingent for the 
2018 tournament.

The winners of  Groups 
A and B -- set to be decided 

on Tuesday -- will also 
directly qualify, while eight 
of  the nine second-place 
teams are to face each other 
next month in a playoff  to 
fill the four remaining Eu-
ropean slots.

Gylfi Sigurdsson and 
Johann Gudmundsson 
scored as Iceland bested 
winless Kosovo 2-0 to fin-
ish the qualifiers with 22 
points, good enough for 
first place in Group I.

Trailing the Nordic side 
by two points are Croatia, 
who got a pair of  goals 
from Andrej Kramaric to 
win 2-0 at Ukraine to claim 
second place and a berth in 
the playoffs.

A goal in the 74th min-
ute by substitute Aleksandr 

Prijovic led Serbia to a 1-0 
triumph over visiting Geor-
gia, boosting their point 
total to 21, two more than 
Ireland, who nailed down 
second place with a 1-0 
away win against a Wales 
squad missing the injured 
Gareth Bale.

It was the first home 
loss for Wales in 11 match-
es. Monday’s Group G 
matches offered little in the 
way of  drama, as Spain 
and Italy started the day in 
possession of  the top two 
spots.

La Roja, with a squad 
made up mostly of  subs, 
beat Israel 1-0 in Jerusa-
lem, while the Azzurri won 
by the same margin against 
Albania.

Kolkata, Oct. 10 (IANS): The Fi-
nance Committee of  the Board of  
Control for Cricket in India (BCCI) 
has recommended creation of  a 
Rs 50 crore fund for Infrastructure 
Development for the North East 
States, an official said on Monday.

“I have been given to under-
stand that the Finance Committee 
of  the BCCI has recommended 
to allocate a separate fund of  Rs 
50 crores for development of  In-
frastructure in the Northeastern 
states.

It is a much positive and a 
needed step,” said Cricket Asso-
ciation of  Bengal joint secretary 
Avishek Dalmiya.

The committee had met last 
week.

The entire structure and layout 
for development of  infrastructure 
in the northeastern states was 
created by New Area Develop-
ment Programme (NADP). Such 
structure included among others 
development of  full size cricket 
grounds, budget stadiums as well 

as indoor practice facilities. It also 
included a separate academy for 
the northeast.

Based on such structure, the 
NADP committee of  the BCCI 
chaired by Dalmiya had laid down 
the ways and means of  executing 
it and followed up the implementa-
tion works.

Steps had been initiated for cre-
ating indoor facilities in Meghalaya 
and Nagaland and also procure-
ment of  necessary cricket equip-
ments for starting school tourna-

ments in Sikkim.
Once the recommendations 

are approved by the Committee of  
Administrators, the board would 
be able to either directly or through 
the associations take up all the bal-
ance infrastructure works which 
have been pending for a long time.

“Considering the pan-India ap-
proach, it is of  utmost importance 
to ensure appropriate infrastruc-
ture is created in these states so that 
they are in a position to compete”, 
said Dalmiya.

C a n b e r r a ,  O c t .  1 0 
(IANS): The 2018 Aus-
tralian Open has been of-
ficially launched with the 
world’s top tennis players 
committed to playing in 
the tournament.

Australian Open Tour-
nament Director Craig Ti-
ley on Tuesday announced 
that the top 100 men’s and 
women’s players would 
compete at the first Grand 
Slam of  the year despite 
many having suffered in-
juries in 2017, reports Xi-
nhua news agency.

“I’ve been in contact 
with all the top players and 
am pleased to announce 
we’ll have the full top 100 

men and women returning 
to the Australian Open in 
January,” Tiley said at the 
launch on Tuesday.

“For 2018 I think we 
can expect to see the gap 
between the established 
players and the next gen-
eration start to close. The 
Australian Open has a 
history of  breakthrough 
performances and crown-
ing new champions, so I 
wouldn’t rule out a chang-
ing of  the guard,” he add-
ed.

Tiley also announced 
a series of  new initiatives, 
including making tickets 
available to Chinese fans 
via leading travel and tour-

ism providers for the first 
time.

The tournament will 
mark the Grand Slam re-
turn of  Serena Williams, 
who missed much of  the 
2017 season while preg-
nant.

Williams won her 23rd 
Grand Slam tit le,  one 
short of  Margaret Court’s 
all-time record of  24, at 
the 2017 Australian Open.

“Serena is such a re-
markable athlete there’s 
now almost an expectation 
she’ll reach the final, as 
though it’s a forgone con-
clusion,” Tiley said.

“The majors have been 
split between four differ-

ent women this year and 
I think the field is really 
open. It’s exciting to think 
Serena could return to de-
fend her title after mother-
hood, and it’s also exciting 
to speculate on who can 
break through the pack to 
win,” Tiley added.

The 2018 Australian 
Open, the 30th Australian 
Open to be held in Mel-
bourne, will be the richest 
in the tournament’s his-
tory with the total prize 
pool increased 10 percent 
to 42 million U.S. dollars.

The winners of  the 
men’s and women’s singles 
tournaments will walk 
away with $3.1 million.

Zurich, Oct. 10 (Reuters): 
Olivier Giroud’s scorpi-
on kick strike for Arsenal 
against Crystal Palace last 
season was shortlisted for 
FIFA’s goal of  the year 
award on Monday, along-
side efforts from Venezuelan 
teenager Deyna Castellanos 
and goalkeeper Oscarine 
Masuluke.

Giroud scored with an 
improvised volley in the Pre-
mier League match on Jan. 
1, producing an acrobatic 
flick with his left heel to con-
vert Alexis Sanchez’s cross 
into the net off the crossbar 
while tumbling forward.

Arsenal won the match 
2-0 and Giroud, who admit-
ted afterwards that he had a 
bit of luck with his connec-
tion, said it was the best goal 
he had ever scored.

The 31-year-old is the 
seventh Frenchman to be 
nominated for the award 
but the first to make the final 
shortlist of three, world soc-
cer’s governing body said on 
its website. (www.fifa.com)

Castellanos is the sec-
ond Venezuelan woman in 
successive years to make 
the final three and was 
nominated for her strike 
from the halfway l ine 
against Cameroon at the 
U-17 Women’s World Cup 
in Jordan last year.

‘Family Night’ held  at 
Koinonia Baptist Church

24
-year old 
Ibarisha 
Lyn-
gdoh, 
one of  

the members of  ‘Shillong 
Chamber Choir’ has been 
invited by the Interkultur 
Organisation, Germany 
as one of  the judges dur-
ing the 4th Asia Pacific 
Choir Games & Grand 
Prix of  Nations Colombo 
2017 scheduled to take 
place in Colombo, Sri 
Lanka from Oct. 21 till 
28th. 

The was stated in a 
press release issued by 
Shillong Chamber Choir.

Ibarisha Lyngdoh is 
the daughter of  Hunnily 
Lyngdoh and Pilgrim 
Marbaniang.

The press note men-
tions that Interkultur 
Organisation has re-
garded her as a successful 
and accomplished soloist 
of  the Shillong Chamber 

Choir. 
Lyngdoh who is 

said to be the only 
Indian representative 
will work together 
with other jury 
members from UK, 
Norway, USA, South 
Africa, New Zealand, 
Singapore, China, Indo-
nesia, Myanmar and the 
Philippines.

“It’s an honour and 
most of  all a special mo-
ment in my career as a 
musician. Adjudicating is 
definitely a rare and yet 
difficult position for me 
to be in. I am more than 
certain that I will come 
back home enriched with 
new knowledge through 
this experience...” men-
tioned Ibarisha Lyngdoh 
in the release.

Altogether eight 
groups are said to be 
participating from  India- 
KC Lights (Meghalaya), 
the Nagaland Chamber 

T
he Koinonia Baptist 
Church (KBC) held its 
‘Family Night’ on Oct. 
7 at its church premises 
from 4 pm onwards.

A press note mentions that 
the family night was held with the 
theme, ‘ He who troubles his own 
house will inherit the wind, and the 
fool will be servant to the wise of  
heart”( proverbs 11: 2). 

The night is said to have wit-
nessed various families and artist 
performing songs and musical 
pieces. The musical event saw the 
performance such of  Ketoulhoutuo 
Zuyie, who is a blind but passion-
ate musician, also Ato Nienu, 
Thepfulie Kengurüse, Vizosietuo 
Neo and family, Medotseilieii 
and family, Shepherd Male Voice, 
Koinonia BC choir, Orphanage 

Home Seithogei etc. 
The exhortation was given by 

Rev. Zotuo Kiewhuo, senior pastor 
who stated that whatever family 
we are placed in by God , it is not 
a mistake but a great assignment to 
be fulfilled by restoring and build-
ing the family. 

The event is a yearly event of  
the church pioneered by a group.

EMN

Ibarisha Lyngdoh who is a band 
member of Shillong Chamber Choir 
will be the only representative from 
India  during the 4th Asia Pacific Choir 
Games & Grand Prix of Nations 
Colombo 2017

Choir (Nagaland), the Ao 
Naga Choir (Nagaland), 
the Mizo Cardinal Choir 
(Mizoram), the Salvation 
Singers (Mumbai), Beat 
Choir (Chennai), the Ma-
dras Musical Association 
Choir (Chennai) and the 
Sargam Choir (Chennai).

The 4th Asia Pacific 
Choir Games 2017 being 
prepared for Colombo, 

Sri Lanka, Interkultur is 
eager to explore a new 
cultural area and tradi-
tion, since this is the very 
first time that an Interkul-
tur event is going to be 
held in South Asia. 

In addition the par-
ticipants are also said to 
have the chance to attend 
workshops and seminars.

EMN

P
opular Jamaican-
American singer 
Sean Kingston 
has collabo-
rated with singer 

Parichay for the new single 
“Saare mundeya nu”. The 
two are now looking for-
ward to an India tour soon.

“This is Sean’s first 
ever Bollywood/Punjabi 
collaboration and I’m 
glad we were able to make 
this record happen. We 
recorded the track in Los 
Angeles and shot parts of  
the video in his mansion in 
Hollywood Hills,” Parichay 
said in a statement.

The Ethnic Group of Nagaland (EGoN), official organisers of the prestigious “Miss Dimapur” pageant conducted the audition for “Miss 
Dimapur 2017” on October 10, 2017 at IMC reception hall, Dimapur. About 15 aspiring contestants appeared for the auditions from Dimapur 
and various parts of the state. Seen in the picture are some of the aspiring contestants with EGoN members. 

(Photo credit: Cinescope studio)

Interkultur Org. invites 
Ibarisha Lyngdoh as 
judge in Colombo

“He thought the beat 
was dope and wrote 
his verse in a matter of  
minutes. We’re going to 
do a tour of India soon to 

promote this single as well 
as both our forthcoming 
individual albums,” he 
added.

Kingston too is waiting 

to visit India. 
“Parichay sent us the 

track and I liked the vibe 
so I told him to reach out 
to Los Angeles. The beat 
is catchy and bangs hard 
and the song came together 
pretty quickly once we got 
in the studio,” Kingston 
said.

“It is a big tune and I 
thought the concept is fresh 
once he translated the lyrics 
to me. Hope the fans like it. 
We have spoken about an 
India tour... it would great 
to rock with all the fans out 
there,” he added.

IANS
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YA Merepkong and Rongpang Reju enters 
quarters; NU Lumami holds on

Barak FC wins big to mark their entry into the tournament

NSF Martyrs’ Memorial Trophy

Believers Church lifts inter- 
churches football tourney

India must feel 
proud despite loss to 
Colombia  -Mexico coach Grass-roots football camp at Pfutsero

Five-wicket Perera stars 
in Sri Lanka series win

ANSTEI sports meets in Kohima

Five men soccer 
open tourney in 
Wokha

Players of Barak FC (white) and Avengers in action at Kohima local ground on Tuesday.
EM Images

Team Believers Church with the chief guest after the final match on Tuesday.
EM Images

Match in progress between Intermingle Club and Rongpang Reju at the ongoing MDFA Trophy 2017 at 
Imkongmeren Sports Complex, Mokokchung on Tuesday (Photo/Temjenlemba Longchar)

Our Correspondent
Kohima, Oct. 10 (EMN): 
Barak FC, Peren ham-
mered Eleven Avengers 
Phesema 6-0 in the sec-
ond match and entered 
the last-16 of  the ongoing 
NSF Martyrs’ Memorial 
Trophy 2017 on Tuesday.

Playing in front of  a 
packed crowd at Kohima 
local ground, Barak FC, 
former champions of  the 
tournament marked their 
entry into the tournament 
with a six-goal thriller with 
key players like Khwetelhi 
Thopi, Kivi Jimi Sumi 
finding the back of  the 
net for Barak side. While 
Elminhao Kilong’s brace 
made sure Barak FC se-
cure their victory over 
Eleven Avengers by a con-
vincing victory. 

Playing a 70-minute 
game, Kivi Jimi Sumi 
opened the account for 
Barak through a spot kick 
conversion in the 11th min-
ute to give the lead, while 
Khwetelhi Thopi rose up 
to the occasion to head 
home the second goal in 
the 19th minute and Ra-
tobe Zeliang made it 3-0 
for Barak before the break. 

Barak’s striker Elmin-
hao Kilong despite numer-
ous attempts failed to find 
the back of  the net but in 

MDFA Trophy

Our Correspondent
Diphu, Oct. 10 (EMN): The final match of  
the 1st Inter-Churches Knock Out Football 
Tournament was played between Believers 
Church (BC) and Rongmili Evangelical 
Baptist Church Convention (EBCC) at 
Christian English High School (CEHS) 
playground here on Tuesday.

It was a high voltage match as both the 
team could only score one goal each in full 
time. Welson Timung of Believers Church 
opened the account for his team in the 4th 
minute of the first half. The first-half  ended 

1-0 in favour of Believers Church.
The second half  saw David of  EBCC 

scoring in the 15th minute to equalise 
for his team and make it 1-1. The game 
ended 1-1 till the final whistle and had to 
be decided through a tie breaker.  Believers 
Church beat EBCC 3-1 in the tiebreaker 
and lifted the 1st inter-churches knock out 
football tournament. Richard Tokbi, MAC 
graced the final match as the chief guest.

The tournament was organised by 
Diphu Baptist Church Youth Ministry 
(DBCYM).

Dimapur, Oct. 10 (EMN): 
As the last stages of  the 
league matches starts, it is 
hard to predict which team 
will enter the quarterfinals 
from different pools at the 
ongoing MDFA trophy in 
Mokokchung.

Even from pool – B, NU 
Lumami dominated the 
match against Dominion 
Club 5-0 which enabled 
Lumami team a flicker of  
hope to enter the quarters; 
everything will depend on 
Wednesday’s first match 
between SSS Yellow and 
Telongjem F/C that will be 
played from 1p.m onwards.

In today’s first match, 
Intermingle Club somehow 
had a flicker of hope as they 
scored two successive goals 
as their midfield Opanglem-
zung (Jersey No 17) scored 
a goal in the 13th minute 
and striker Jongshiwati (Jer-
sey No 9) scored another 
goal in 35th minute. But 

Rongpang Reju team 
also missed some good 
chances in the first half  as 

they counter attacked. In 
the 2nd half  of the match, 
both teams played on the 
offensive. Intermingle Club 
players also wanted to safe-
ly secure the game while 
Rongpang Reju also tried 
their best to equalise the 
score line. It was a ‘do or die 
match’ for both the team; 
unfortunately for Inter-
mingle, a yellow card was 
awarded for ‘unsporting 
play’ and a penalty awarded

by the referee. The first 
goal for Rongpang Reju 
came through the penalty 
kick by Temjenmeren (Jer-
sey No 9) at the 46th minute. 
Minutes later, Temjenme-
ren again took a corner kick 
at the 49th minute; the ball 
flew high and went straight 
into the net. It was one of  
the best corner kicks of the 
tournament. The match 
became more exciting; but 
at the end, Rongpang Reju 
secured their berth at the 
quarters. In today’s second 
match, Dominion Club was 
outplayed by NU Lumami 

5-0. Dominion Club had 
no chance of  entering the 
quarters from the start; but 
NU Lumami, because of  
their huge goal difference in 
today’s match

has a flicker of  hope. 
The first goal for Lumami 
was scored by Chetsho 
Lashu at the 32nd min-
ute. In the second half, as 
the heavy torrential rains 
brought by the retreating 
monsoon lashed the play-
ground, Aomeren Long-
kumer (Jersey no 10 of  
Lumami) scored second 
goal in the 57th minute. 
Karimong K Yimchun-
ger (Jersey 23) of Lumami 
again scored the third and 
fourthgoal in the 60th and 
65th minute. The last goal 
came in the last minute 
again through Chetsho 
Lashu (Jersey No 7).
Wednesday’s matches

1st match: SSS Yellow vs 
Telongjem FC

2nd match: Alempang Y/A 
vs Mongsenbai Youngsters

DG-678

“IN FOND MEMORY OF OUR 
BELOVED MOTHER”

Died on 11.10.2012
NNILO MARY YANTHAN

External rest grant unto her, O Lord, and 
let perpetual light shine upon her.
May her soul through your mercy, Rest in 
peace.

~ Loving husband and families
DP-202 

the second half  he won a 
penalty inside the area and 
did convert the spot-kick in 
the 38th minute. He went 
on to score his second and 
5th goal for Barak FC in 

the 47th min through an as-
sist from Khwetelhi Thopi. 

Substitute player Alal 
Kuki netted the 6th goal in 
the 56th minute for Barak 
through a sloppy defending 

from Avengers side.
Avengers side were 

no match for Barak team 
as they were ineffective 
through the match and 
manage to hit the target 

Dubai, Oct. 10 (PTI/AFP): Off-spin-
ner Dilruwan Perera finished with five 
wickets to help Sri Lanka beat Pakistan 
by 68 runs in the second Test in Dubai 
on Tuesday and take the series 2-0.

Perera had figures of 5-98 as Paki-
stan, chasing a tough 317 to win, were 
bowled out for 248 in the second hour 
of fifth and final day at Dubai stadium.

Asad Shafiq fought hard during his 
112-run knock -- his 11th Test hundred 
-- and together with his skipper Sarfraz 
Ahmed (68) added 173 for the sixth 
wicket.

But once their partnership was 
broken Sri Lanka, having already won 
the first Test by 21 runs in Abu Dhabi, 
quickly closed in on the victory.

This is Pakistan's first series defeat 
at their adopted home of United Arab 
Emirates (UAE) in seven years.

They had won five of the previous 
nine, with four drawn.

Pakistan were forced to play in the 
neutral venues of  the UAE following 
the deadly terrorist attack on the Sri 
Lankan team in Lahore in 2009.

This is also Pakistan's first home 
defeat since losing to South Africa 1-0 
in 2007, a series held on their grounds, 
and only the second whitewash in their 
history. They previously suffered a 3-0 
defeat against Australia, a series also 
played at neutral venues in Colombo 
and UAE in 2002.

Shafiq was the ninth man out when 
he edged paceman Suranga Lakmal to 
slip where Kusal Mendis took a low 

diving catch to end all Pakistan's hopes 
of an upset win.

Shafiq's 253-minute knock had 10 
boundaries but he again failed to help 
Pakistan cross the line, just like his 137 
in the lost cause against Australia at 
Brisbane last year. Pakistan had looked 
to the overnight partnership of Shafiq 
and Ahmed to guide them to the win-
ning target after resuming at 198-5, 
needing another 119 for victory.

Both Shafiq and Ahmed had lucky 
escapes but Perera finally broke the 
resistance when Ahmed was caught 
off  a miscued sweep at deep fine leg 
by Nuwan Pradeep. Ahmed hit five 
boundaries during his 130-ball knock.

Shafiq brought up his hundred with 
a paddled sweep single off  Perera and 
was reprived on the same score when 
Dimuth Karunaratne dropped a low 
catch of the same bowler.

Perera then completed his five-
wicket haul when he trapped Moham-
mad Amir -- unable to bowl in the 
second innings with a shin injury -- leg 
before for four, bringing Sri Lanka 
within three wickets of victory.

Yasir Shah was cleaned up by 
Rangana Herath while the victory was 
brought up when Herath had number 
10 Wahab Riaz caught gleefully by 
skipper Dinesh Chandimal for one.

Sri Lanka had gained a decisive 
220-run lead by scoring 482 in the first 
innings on the back of  Karunaratne's 
career best 196 and then bowled Paki-
stan out for 262.

Dimapur, Oct. 10 (EMN): 
The Nagaland Football 
Coaches  Assoc ia t ion 
(NFCA) in a press note 
stated that a Free Foot-
ball Grass-roots camp will 

be conducted at Pfutsero 
starting from October 16 
till October 20 at Pfutsero 
sports complex. 

The camp is open for 
kids between 6 and 14 

years of  age which will 
commence from 3p.m on-
wards every evening. For 
further information and de-
tails one can contact Coach 
Rukuzo at 8414838839.

Dimapur, Oct. 10 (EMN): The All Nagaland Secondary Teacher Education Institutions 
(ANSTEI) sports meet organised by the state College of teacher education Kohima, under 
the aegis of Rastriya Uchchatar Shiksha Abhiyan (RUSA) Physical education programme 
will be held from October 12 to 13 at IG stadium, Meriema.

Advisor, Higher Education & Nagaland Bee Keeping and Honey Mission, Deo Nukhu 
will be the chief guest at the inaugural function on October 12 at 9:30 a.m.

Kolkata, Oct. 10 (IANS): 
M e x i c o  c o a c h  M a -
rio Arteaga on Tuesday 
hailed India's spirited dis-
play against Colombia in a 
Group A tie in New Delhi, 
saying the hosts, who are 
playing their first World 
Cup at any level, can take 
pride in their performance.

India lost by a slender 
1-2 margin to all but bow 
out of  the competition but 
gave a good account of  
themselves. Jeakson Thou-
naojam etched his name 
in India's football history 
in the 82nd minute when 
he headed in off  a Sanjeev 
Stalin corner to become the 
first player from his coun-
try to score at a World Cup.

"We had the chance 
to have India and Mexico 
couple of  months ago in a 
training camp. We were re-
ally surprised about the big 
level of  the Indian team," 
Arteaga told reporters on 
the eve of  their second 
Group F FIFA U-17 World 
Cup clash against England.

Mexico played India in 
a four-nation tournament 
in August as a tune-up to 
the mega youth event. The 
Indian colts lost by a 1-5 
margin. 

"And now they are big 
surprise with their perfor-
mance up to now. But we 
understand it's like normal 
procedure when you are a 
local and have all the pres-
sure of  the country and all 

the excitement," Arteaga 
said.

"What we have seen 
yesterday (Monday) is they 
had a great match. They 
had a good performance, 
coming back to history as 
the way they fought against 
a team that has more his-
tory (Colombia) or some-
thing but they had a great 
match. They must feel 
proud about their perfor-
mance against Colombia," 
the coach added.

Monday's loss means 
that India will have to beat 
Ghana by a big margin in 
their last group match and 
hope that Colombia lose to 
the US in order to enter the 
knockout phase.

Mexico midf ie lder 
Alexis Gutierrez said India 
were unlucky not to win 
the match despite playing 
so well.

"We played against 
India in a tournament 
in Mexico, they were re-
ally fighting strong and 
India deserved a victory 
last night. We watched 
the match. But unfortu-
nately they committed two 
mistakes that Colombia 
latched on to and won. 
They must feel proud and 
looking forward for the 
tournament to have all sup-
port of  fans," he said.

In India's first-ever 
World Cup game, Luis 
Norton de Matos' boys lost 
to the United States 0-3.

D i m a p u r,  O c t .  1 0 
(EMN):  The Air f ie ld 
Sports Committee will be 
organising the 2nd edition 
of  ‘Five Men Soccer Open 
Tournament’ from Novm-
ber 1 to 7 under the theme 
“Towards Unity”.

Interested teams/clubs 
can therefore collect the 
form from Gravity and 
M/s. Lan Computer.

The last date of  form 
submission is October 
28. For more informa-
t ion one can contact 
the following numbers; 
9089658431/8119886732.

only once out of  the four 
shots during the game

Rhitso Mero of  Barak 
FC was an unused substi-
tute during the match.

Tyrants FC came from 
behind to beat Dreams FC 
2-1 in the first match to 
enter the pre-quarters of  
the tournament.

During the match, 
Suman gave the early lead 
for Dream FC in the 20th 
minute and wasteful Ty-
rants FC failed to break the 
deadlock in the first half.

But with the introduc-
tion of  the second half, 
Tyrants FC came back 
stronger, with the counter 
attacks, Kethozo Thaprü 
scored the equaliser in the 
40th minute and two min-
utes later, Kevito Khizho 
scored the much-needed 
goal as Tyrants went on 
to win at the end of  the 
final whistle. Tyrants FC 
could have scored more 
goals had not woodwork 
denied them twice during 
the game. With the win, 
Barak FC will face Tyrants 
FC in the pre-quarters of  
the tournament on Octo-
ber 14.
Wednesday’s matches 
Esii United FC vs K.V.N.S 

at 12:30 p.m
Nagaland Police (Red) vs 

NU Campus at 2 p.m


