
The Nagaland Under-19 women cricket team will be making their debut in a BCCI-organised trophy this November. An update from the state’s 
cricket administration on Sunday informed that the tournament in which the Naga girls are scheduled to make their maiden appearance will be 
held at Dhanbad in Jharkhand from November 1 to 9th.   

A combined team of players representing armed Naga political groups played a game of football against a team comprising leaders of Naga 
civil groups and the church on Oct. 9, 2008. The football match was part an attempt to reconcile the warring Naga armed groups. Seen in 
the picture are the participants after the game  9 years ago. 
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Min.Max. Max.Min.
Aizawl 28° 21 °
Agartala 33° 26°

Gangtok 24° 14°

Guwahati 32° 24°

Imphal 29° 20°

Itanagar 29° 21°

Shillong 23° 17°

Delhi 36° 23°

Kolkata 32° 26°

Chennai 34° 25°

 Max:  Min:
KOHIMA 25.2°7.2
DIMAPUR 32° 23.2°
 RF:  RH:
KOHIMA 8.8mm 86%
DIMAPUR 0mm 91%
* Rainfall (RF) * Relative humidity (RH)
Temperature in State Capitals
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Revisiting the promise of FAITH and HOPE

Unpaid RMSA teachers give 7-day deadline 

Failed ‘modernisation’ scheme 
returns to haunt state police   

Ex-spy chiefs urge India, 
Pakistan to talk, play cricket

Cricket Maidens 

EastErn Mirror

EM Bureau
Dimapur, Oct. 8 (EMN): 
Nine years ago, on October 
9, 2008, an indelible piece 
of history was created in 
the context of the pursuit 
of Naga reconciliation – 
orchestrated, in no small 
measure, by the Baptist-
dominated Naga church 
organisations.

Soon after the barely be-
lievable (at least that’s how 
it seemed back then) meet-
ing of leaders representing 
warring armed Naga politi-
cal groups at Chiangmai in 
Thailand, the Naga church 
organisations pulled out yet 
another piece of alchemy 
by convincing the bitterly-
divided armed Naga groups 
to turn out as a combined 
football team.

The long and the short 
of it is that on October 9, 
2008 – still turbulent times 
in the narrative of Naga 
inter-factional killings – the 
bitter rivals agreed to fash-
ion a combined team ready 
to fight it out on a football 
field as opposed to the nu-
merous killing fields they 
were accustomed to.

Naturally, the response 
to this development was 
mixed – even as there was 
quite a vocal section of ob-
servers and commentators 
who were sceptical, and 
even ridiculed the entire ar-
rangement. Yet, especially 
in hindsight, there is no ar-
guing the groundbreaking 
stamp planted by this single 
game of football.

On that day, a group of  
players from various armed 
Naga political groups under 
the name of Team Hope 
took on Team Faith, repre-
sented by leaders from the 
Naga civil organisations 

and the church. 
Recent political devel-

opments have only served 
to underscore the impor-
tance of achieving this glo-
rious serendipity that was 
set in motion 9 years ago in 
a football field at Kohima. 
In memory of that sense of  
history, and in the spirit of  
reconciliation that still runs 
deep among all Nagas, East-
ern Mirror is reproducing the 
report of that extraordinary 
game of football played in 
2008. 

Kohima: October 9, 2008 
Another chapter in the history 
of  the efforts towards reconcili-
ation of  all Naga groups and 
factions was scripted this after-
noon when top leaders from the 
different Naga underground 
factions joined forces to play the 
historic Reconciliation Football 
Match against leaders of  Naga 
civil societies and the church at 
the Local Ground, Khuochiezie 
here.

Today’s unique football 
match, organised under the 
banner of  the Nagaland Chris-
tian Forum (NCF), is the sec-
ond of  its kind after the historic 
Chiangmai summit earlier this 
year. 

As players from both the 
teams were led to the ground 
by children, they were greeted 
with loud cheers from the gal-
leries filled with people from 
all walks of  life totting white 
flags and balloons which were 
released into the air in a sym-
bolic gesture.

The mood turned solemn 
as Rev. Zhabu Terhuja, Presi-
dent, NCF said the invocation 
and an 11-year-old delivered a 
heart-rending message – ‘Give 
us our future.’ This was fol-
lowed by a mass prayer, release 
of  balloons and the kick-off. 

Dimapur, Oct. 8 (EMN): A group 
by the name of  NRMSATA-16 has 
served the state government a 7-day 
ultimatum for the latter to clear all 
pending salaries.

“Upon exhaustion of  all con-
genial avenues to secure the rightly 
deserved salary of  the RMSA teach-
ers, the NRMSATA-16 in utter frus-
tration at the overseers of  their never 
ending justifications is compelled 
to serve a 7-day ultimatum to the 
RMSA department,” according to 
a press statement from the group on 
Sunday. 

“As is often advised in our vis-
its, we have religiously followed the 
procedures though lengthy through 
verbal apprising and interactions 

through representation to bring 
about an amicable solution. How-
ever all their advices lay bare as no 
progress has come about even a 
month after the receipt of  the 1st in-
stalment by the state’s exchequer. 

“Taking one or the other rea-
son in justifying, they have befooled 
the hardworking teachers denying 
them of  what is rightfully their hard 
earned income. The present scenario 
goes beyond ethical understanding 
where otherwise the teachers might 
have comprehended the unforeseen 
obstacles which might have resulted 
in temporal delay. However the ever 
churned reasons only points that we 
are misled and the lengthy proce-
dures used as a tool of  advantage to 

delay the disbursal,” it further read.
The group questioned whether 

“an office of  indispensability in the 
society” could afford to have its of-
ficer not ‘tending’ to the tasks thus 
appointed. “It has become a night-
mare for the teachers as there seem 
to be a universal detention of  file at 
every department.

“Thus having run short of  all 
the available alternatives, the NRM-
SATA-16 serves this ultimatum to 
the RMSA dept. the effect of  which 
will begin from the day of  its pub-
lication till the 7th working day to 
clear all the pending salaries failing 
which the department will be held 
solely responsible for any untoward 
consequences.”

Dimapur, Oct. 8 (EMN): 
The Nagaland Public 
Rights and Awareness 
Forum (NPRAAF) has 
once again alleged finan-
cial mismanagement in 
the state’s police depart-
ment. The groups issued 
a press statement con-
taining said allegation. 

“As per the ministry 
of  Home Affairs’ ‘An-
nual Reports 2016-17’, 
the centre sanctioned an 
amount of  Rs 10.70 crore 
for Nagaland for the year 
2016-17 under scheme for 
Modernization of  State 
Police Forces (MPF) 
scheme.

“However, the state 
Finance department, 
expenditure ‘A’ branch 
released a total amount 
of  Rs 35.61 crore for the 
year 2016-17 on four dif-
ferent occasions dated: 
28 September 2016 (Rs 
8.62 cr), 19 December 
2016  (Rs 12.50 cr), 22 
February 2017 (Rs 1.99 
cr) and 18 March 2017 
(Rs 12.50 cr). This results 
in excess release of  Rs 
24.91 crore.”

It asked the state gov-
ernment from where it 
had received “additional 
funds from the centre 
for MPF scheme for the 
year 2016-17 enabling 

the FD to release an ex-
cess amount.” it asked 
the government to pro-
duce ‘sanction order/let-
ter number issued by the 
central government.’ 

“If  not, then, from 
where did the FD receive 
an additional amount of  
Rs 24.91 crore which was 
released to the Police de-
partment under MPF for 
the year 2016-17? It will 
be a wonder of  wonders 
as to how the Police de-
partment proposed and 
the FD simply cleared 
it. NPRAAF urges upon 
the FD to clarify on this 
issue.

“Further, the FD also 
released a total amount 
of  Rs 20.02 crore for the 
year 2017-18 on two oc-
casions dated: 23 May 
2017 (Rs 14.49 cr) and 
13 June 2017 (Rs 5.53 cr) 
under MPF scheme. 

It is highly doubt-
ful that the FD released 
only the GoI sanctioned 
amount, since the tenta-
tive allocation of  MPF 
for Nagaland during 
2017-18 as per ministry 
of  Home Affairs was Rs 
13.12 crore thus resulting 
in excess release of  fund 
again,” it stated.

The NPRAAF has 
asked the state govern-

ment to reveal the “total 
sanction from the GoI 
to Nagaland state dur-
ing 2017-18 under MPF 
scheme and how much 
amount has been released 
so far.” 

It suggested that the 
state’s department of  Fi-
nance should clarify the 
‘entire issue for the year 
2016-17 and 2017-18 un-
der MPF scheme.’

“To whichever de-
partment funds might be 
released, it all originates 
from the FD which needs 
to keep checks and bal-
ances on the flow of  the 
state’s finance. 

No amount of  clari-
fication from the FD 
on excess release can be 
justified unless proper 
sanction order from the 
GoI is indicated and for 
which NPRAAF appeals 
the state vigilance com-
mission to probe on this 
issue. 

“In the meantime, 
if  there are any lapses 
on the state inquiry, the 
NPRAAF will initiate to 
beseech upon central in-
vestigating agencies like 
CBI, NIA etc to probe 
into the entire fiasco in 
the FD and different de-
partments,” the statement 
read.  

London, Oct 8. (IANS): Asserting 
that war was no more an option, 
two former spy chiefs of  Pakistan 
and India have stressed on the ur-
gent need for diplomatic talks and 
communications between Islama-
bad and New Delhi.

Former Inter Services Intel-
ligence (ISI) Director General, 
General (Retd) Ehsanul Haq, and 
former Research and Analysis 
Wing (RAW) chief  Amarjit Singh 
Dulat made this assertion during a 
public debate at the London School 
of  Economics (LSE) packed Sheikh 
Zayed Theatre here, Geo News re-
ported.

During the talk organised by 
South Asia Centre, LSE's Pakistan 
Development Society and the South 
Asia Future Forum, both agreed 
that war was no more an option, 
adding the leadership of  both sides 
should move meaningfully towards 
speaking to each other at all levels 
and end communications boycott.

Both spoke at length during the 

event outlining the intelligence per-
spective of  their respective coun-
tries, answering questions of  the au-
dience and sharing jokes with each 
other.

"Interaction must be such that 
even when there is a breakdown in 
diplomatic relations between states 
and entities, the intelligence chan-
nel must continue because that 
becomes the last resort for venting 
and pre-empting crisis, the initiative 
for this has to come from the politi-
cal level down," Geo News quoted 
General (Retd) Haq as saying while 
responding to a question. 

He stressed that the Indian gov-
ernment had done no favour to the 
region by ending the communica-
tion channels.

Dulat on his part said that in-
telligence sharing between the two 
sides at one point may have "saved 
Pervez Musharraf's life which in a 
way was acknowledged".

General (Retd) Haq in his re-
marks said the potential of  the 

whole South Asian region is stunt-
ed because of  differences between 
India and Pakistan and mainly 
because of  the issue of  Kashmir, 
which for Pakistan is the core issue.

General (Retd) Haq said alleged 
Indian spy Kulbhushan Jadhav's 
arrest and revelations in Pakistan 
provided "irrefutable evidence" of  
India's involvement in Balochistan 
and other parts.

The former ISI chief  said that 
Indian Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi "ratcheted up harsh rhetoric 
against Pakistan as a political and 
electoral tool" to play to the local 
sentiment for political reasons. 

Dulat said that India has borne 
the brunt of  terrorism and "Paki-
stan is also suffering because of  ter-
rorism".

He said it makes no sense to him 
that India has relations with every 
country in the world but no rela-
tions with Pakistan. Responding to 
a poser, both agreed that Pakistan 
and India should play cricket.

Here are what some of the leaders had say about 
today's programme:

Rev. Dr. Wati Aier, Convenor, FNR: "I can confi-
dently tell the Naga people that we are moving in the right 
direction although it is going to be slow. Every time we have 
this kind of  programme, Nagas are somewhat sceptical but 
rightfully. 

After so many years of  conflict, people are somewhat 
pessimistic and sceptical but let us give reconciliation a 
chance. We are on the right track, we are making progress 
but this does not necessarily mean that killings will stop. 

I think we can confidently say that we have walked the 
long way and we still have a long way to go. We need to do 
something out there and so the church has started to do it 
and we hope there is no turning back. Deciding to reconcile 
is not the end. It is the beginning. It is a process.”

Akato Chophy, Deputy Kilonser, NSCN/GPRN: “I 
feel happy because I heard the voice of  the Naga public that 
they want us to reconcile.  I see the smile on the faces of  the 
people and I feel that 100 percent of  the Nagas will be very 
happy if  we are reconciled. 

I’m very happy that I came to play. I have no regrets. 
The government of  India should listen to the voice of  the 
people and when we start coming together, the whole of  the 
Nagas come under one umbrella organisation, the GoI will 
have no other option but to listen to us.”

Toshi Wungtung, Spokesman, ENPO: "It is definitely 
a positive step. It is a longing and cry going of  the people. 
I think it is a challenge for the national workers and the 
political parties." 

Zhabu Terhuja, President, NCF: "We had three meet-
ings at Chingmai and in the last summit the civil societies 
put forward the idea that the church should organize such a 
programme and we took it very seriously. 

After our return the NCF had a meeting and agreed to 
have this programme. We took some time and we even met 
with tense times but everyone was happy. Sometimes we 
were doubtful whether this programme would really take off  
but we are happy and satisfied with the game today. 

Everybody gave their best and we're satisfied. We did 
not play like professionals but coming together is a big sign 
of  unity and we believe that this can be considered as a 
platform where other programmes can be planned. 

We appreciate everyone who has done their best for the 
success of  the programme.” 

Note: Some of those persons quoted in the report 
have been relieved of their respective position in 
their respective organisation in the years that have 
followed. 

Love is the only force 
capable of transforming 
an enemy into a friend. 

~ Martin Luther King, Jr.

Rapper Nelly denies rape 
allegation  | P10
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"We need to stop buying from 
outsiders ho...we must support 

our own people.  I'll start from... 
tomorrow"

~ Arien

PM Modi criticises UPA govt. 
over health policy  | 8

Garcia pulls off Halep upset
to win China Open final |  P11

Throughout the match the 
crowd cheered and laughed 
aloud in chorus as the players, 
with their bulging bellies, fum-
bled, fell face-first or belly-first, 
performed involuntary som-
ersaults and displayed playful 
antics much to the delight of  
crowd and the thousands who 
witnessed the unique event 
appeared to concur that there 
indeed is a chance of  bringing 
these Naga leaders together. 

It was also obvious that 

the leaders were heartened and 
awed by the unprecedented 
turnout of  the crowd as peo-
ple were seen lined up in long, 
serpentine queues waiting to be 
frisked before entering the venue 
even as the galleries were filled 
up much before the commence-
ment of  the programme. 

The highlight of  the match 
was when the additional time 
of  five minutes was announced 
and all the substitute players 
from both teams charged into 

the field, joined the regulars 
and laughingly played the final 
minutes like children. 

The final whistle saw the 
players patting each other and 
shaking hands before they 
formed a circle and held each 
others’ hands around a huge 
crucifix as a mass prayer was 
held. 

Team Faith, comprising 
leaders of  civil societies and 
the church, humbled Team 
Hope, comprising leaders of  the 

NSCN (IM), NSCN/GPRN, 
FGN and the Naga Support 
Group, three goals to one. Most 
of  Team Hope’s players were 
deputy kilonsers from the vari-
ous Naga factions. 

To facilitate today’s recon-
ciliation effort, a 48-hour truce 
was declared since yesterday 
which expires this evening. 

Today’s programme was 
also witnessed by a host of  top 
officials of  the state govern-
ment.  

SOUND BITES

The highlight of the match was when the additional time 
of five minutes was announced and all the substitute players 

from both teams charged into the field, joined the regulars and 
laughingly played the final minutes like children 


