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The soul that is  
within me no man  

can degrade. 

~ Frederick Douglass
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Min.Max. Max.Min.
Aizawl 26° 20°
Agartala 32° 24°
Gangtok 27° 14°
Guwahati 32° 24°
Imphal 29° 20°

Itanagar 30° 22°
Shillong 23° 16°
Delhi 36° 24°
Kolkata 30° 25°
Chennai 33° 26°

 Max:  Min:
KOHIMA 27.2° 18.8°
DIMAPUR 34.4° 27.2°
 RF:  RH:
KOHIMA 12.2 93%
DIMAPUR NIL 91%
* Rainfall (RF) * Relative humidity (RH)
Temperature in State Capitals

WEATHER
TEMPERATURE

Dr. H Rahman, regional representative of the ILRI-South East Asia speaking at the event. Seated L-R: MK 
Mero, Dr. Tamuli and S Chuba Longkumer.
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Prime Minister, Narendra Modi addressing at the dedication ceremony of the newly constructed building of 
IIT, Gandhinagar to the nation, in Gujarat on  Saturday.
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Diwali arrived a fortnight before 
time, says PM on GST tweak 

Artificial insemination for  
swine launched in Nagaland

Rights forum exposes government’s 
financial extravagance once again

GBs want ILP 
restriction in Dimapur

Rajan among probables for Nobel Prize for economics

    

NATION ENTERTAINMENT SPORTS

Sakshi Malik steals the thunder 
at St. Mary’s day | P10

Dream comes true as tearful Halep 
powers to number one  |  P11

Don’t want business class to 
get caught in red-tape — PM 

on GST changes | P8

A scene from a public protest at Diphu town in Assam on Saturday. Auto rickshaw drivers resorted to violent protest 
to register their angst over alleged harassment from traffic police personnel.       

AUTO PROTEST 

trouble in practical experi-
ence of  business class, we 
will address it," he said.

Maintaining that he 
does not want the business 
class to get caught in red 
tape, the prime minister 
said based on the informa-
tion the government had, 
Finance Minister Arun 
Jaitley convinced everyone 
at the GST Council meet 
on Friday about the need 
for altering some of  its 
provisions.

"I am happy that it 
has been welcomed in one 
voice across the country," 
Modi said. When there is 
trust in the government 
and honesty is seen behind 
decisions the country joins 
in despite difficulties, the 
prime minister said.

"I can experience this 
and I am thankful to the 
people of  the country for 
the way they have wel-
comed our effort to make 
simple tax simpler," Modi 

said.
Three months after the 

roll-out of  the new indi-
rect tax regime, the Goods 
and Services Tax Council 
on Friday made sweeping 
changes to give relief  to 
small and medium busi-
nesses on filing and pay-
ment of  taxes, eased rules 
for exporters and cut tax 
rates on more than two 
dozen items.

Under attack over the 
Gujarat model of  develop-
ment, Modi took a swipe 
at the Congress over eco-
nomic progress under its 
governments, saying for 
them it meant installing a 
hand pump and asking for 
votes in return.

"The definition of  de-
velopment has changed. 
Earlier, leaders used to 
install a hand pump and 
ask for vote in its name for 
three elections," Modi said 
without naming the Con-
gress

He was addressing a 
gathering after laying the 
foundation stone for a 
greenfield airport at Hiras-
ar near temple town of  
Chotila in Surendranagar 
district.

"There is no substitute 
for development. Every-
body, even a very poor 
person, wants develop-
ment. If  you ask any poor 
person if  he wants a house, 
he would say yes. You can-
not give houses to the poor 
without development," 
Modi said.

Earlier, addressing the 
Dwarka gathering, Modi 
said, said, "When Mad-
havsinh Solankiji was 
(Gujarat) CM, I recall 
front page advertisements 
-- 'CM coming to Jamna-
gar to inaugurate a water 
tank'. This is how narrow 
their concept of  develop-
ment was." 

"We have come a long 
way since then and we are 

looking at more all-round 
and extensive progress," 
Modi said.

Addressing a gathering 
of  IIT students in Gandhi-
nagar, the prime minister 
called for steps to bridge 
the digital divide, while 
emphasising on innova-
tion

Modi said his govern-
ment has launched a pro-
gramme under which one 
member of  each of  the 6 
crore families living in vil-
lages would be made digit-
ally empowered.

"In this day and age, 
we cannot afford to have 
a digital divide. If  some 
are empowered in technol-
ogy and some not, this dig-
ital divide can create a big 
problem for social harmo-
ny," he said, adding digital 
literacy was an important 
element in ensuring good 
governance and transpar-
ency.

The prime minister 
said his government has 
blended JAM-- Jandhan 
account, Aadhaar and 
mobile phone--to ensure 
people become digitally 
literate.

Advising the IITs to 
create a culture of  innova-
tion which is need based 
and not knowledge based, 
Modi said if  innovations 
are made keeping in mind 
the needs of  people, com-
panies would show interest 
in buying them.

While opening his 
speech, Modi remembered 
his childhood days when he 
sold tea at the railway sta-
tion in his hometown Vad-
nagar. "You all are IITians. 
But I am the one who is 
just a 'teaian', a chaiwala" 
Modi said, evoking laugh-
ter from the audience.

Dimapur, Oct. 7 (EMN): The gaon burras 
of  Dimapur district have resolved to stop 
issuing proof  of  residential documents to 
persons without the authentication of  the 
National Registration Certificate (NRC), 
and any other relevant documents. 

This was informed through a press 
release from the Dimapur District GB 
Association (DDGBA) issued on Satur-
day. It stated that the association held an 
emergency meeting to discuss the issue of  
‘influx of  illegal immigrants’ in Dimapur, 
among other issues.

“In this regard, all the house-owners 
are appealed to verify thoroughly or re-
port to their respective GBs before keep-
ing tenant in their houses. The members 
of  the house also felt the important (sic) 
of  maintaining Inner Line Permit (ILP) 
in Dimapur like in other districts of  Na-
galand and mend (sic) the gates, namely 
New Field police gate, Burma camp po-
lice check post, Delai (sic) police check 
post and also train station and airport. 

“It is resolved to appeal the govern-
ment to take up initiative regarding the 
collapsed bridge between Sohio village 
and Kuhuboto village which is the only 
lifeline for the surrounding areas.  The 
meeting finally resolved to inform all the 
eight administrative units of  DDGBA to 
strictly implement as per the deputy com-
missioner’s directives to flush out the il-
legal immigrants within their respective 
jurisdiction,” the statement read. 

Dimapur, Oct. 7 (EMN): The Nagaland 
Public Rights Awareness and Action Fo-
rum (NPRAAF) has questioned the state 
government’s profligacy while dealing 
with fund received from the central gov-
ernment for MGNREGA schemes.

The NPRAAF issued a press release 
on Saturday expressing shock at what it 
pointed out was the state government’s 
act to increase “liabilities” for implemen-
tation of  MGNREGA in Nagaland by 
more than 100%. 

“What is shocking here is when the 
GoI sanctioned Rs. 501.51 crore for 2016-
17, how can liabilities for the same finan-
cial year be Rs. 597.68 crore which is more 
than 100% of  the sanctioned amount for 
implementation of  MGNREGA.

“The GoI also sanctioned Rs. 5 crore 
(26 May 2017) for implementation of  
MGNREGA for 2017-18. It is yet to be 
known whether the FD has released the 
amount or not. Another amount of  Rs. 
69.99 crore (23 August 2017) was sanc-
tioned by GoI towards ‘wages and mate-
rial and admin cost for implementation of  
MGNREGA for 2017-18’,” it stated. 

Citing allegations of  financial irregu-
larities levelled by RD blocks including 
Medziphema and Chumukedima “regard-
ing blank cheques and deductions and 
numerous complaints from the public”, 
the NPRAAF stated that those charges 
“speak volume” about the possibility of  
a bigger financial mismanagement in the 
central scheme.

“In view of  such adverse reports and 
irregularities, the Rural Development de-
partment is urged to reveal the details in 
public domain through all the local news-

papers as regards the release of  funds for 
material and labour component in district 
wise, block wise and village wise and then 
provide the total amount. Since there is 
widespread public misgiving about the 
transparent distribution of  MGNREGA 
funds, the RD is urged to publish these 
complete details in the local dailies the 
cost of  which should be borne by it or the 
state government. 

“Such publication of  information will 
facilitate the public to know the actual 
amount released to their village and the 
amount they received. This is a simple 
step that could be taken by the RD to ex-
hibit transparent utilization and disburse-
ment of  central funds instead of  claiming 
that the funds are reaching the grassroots 
people who are complaining about not 
getting their due share.”

Refusal to provide the details in public 
domain, as demanded, would compel the 
NPRAAF to “approach appropriate au-
thority” seeking CBI enquiry into the RD 
department’s functioning, it warned. 

“RD is not the only department in-
volved in such irregularities but many 
other departments, in collaboration with 
the state FD, are actively involved in mis-
management of  hundreds of  crore of  
rupees as published in local dailies from 
time to time by different NGOs and in-
dividuals. 

“NPRAAF also urges the governor of  
the state and centre to take note of  such 
issues and take necessary steps in this re-
gard as the financial mismanagement by 
the Nagaland government in various de-
partments is likely to run into thousands 
of  crore of  rupees meant for the public.”

New Delhi, Oct. 7 
(IANS): Former Reserve 
Bank of  India (RBI) Gov-
ernor Raghuram Rajan's 
name figures in this year's 
list of  possible winners of  
the Nobel Prize in eco-
nomics brought out by 
Clarivate Analytics.

The economics prize 
will be announced in 
Stockholm on Monday, 
according to Nobelprize.
org. Clarivate Analytics, 
earlier a Thomson Reu-
ters unit, publishes a list 
of  possible Nobel Prize 
winners based on research 
citations, ahead of  the for-
mal announcement by the 
Nobel committee.

Rajan is currently the 
Katherine Dusak Miller 
Distinguished Service Pro-
fessor of  Finance at the 
Booth School of  Business, 
University of  Chicago.

Giving the list of  six 
possible candidates for the 
economics Nobel, Clari-
vate said these were Cita-
tion Laureates -- standouts 
whose research is clearly 
"of  Nobel Class" accord-
ing to its significance and 
utility, as attested by mark-
edly high citation tallies 
recorded in the Web of  
Science. 

According to informa-
tion available on Clari-
vate's website, in the last 

15 years, 45 of  the selected 
researchers had gone on 
to receive a Nobel -- nine 
in the same year in which 
they were tipped by Clari-
vate and 18 within two 
years of  the distinction.

Rajan's three-year term 
as RBI governor ended on 
September 4, 2016.

Exactly one year after 
his term as RBI governor 
came to an end, Rajan 
published a book with his 
"commentary and speech-
es" to convey what it was 
like to be at the helm of  the 
central bank in "those tur-
bulent but exciting times".

Rajan, who was con-
sidered a vocal RBI Gov-

Staff Reporter 
Dimapur, Oct. 7 (EMN): 
The technology of  swine 
reproduction through Ar-
tificial Insemination has 
been launched in the state 
for the first time benefiting 
both swine livestock pro-
ducers and the quality of  
swine.  

The department of  Ani-
mal Husbandry and Veteri-
nary Services has expressed 
confidence in the process 
as it will help in cost effi-
ciency besides eliminating 
diseases in the animal. 

Attending the occasion 
as chief  guest, S Chuba 
Longkumer, parliamen-
tary secretary for said de-
partment said that the fa-
cility was a much awaited 
programme since framing 
their pig breeding policy 
which is in collaboration 
with the International 
Livestock Research In-
stitute (ILRI), National 
Research Centre on pigs 
(NRCP) and the dept. 

under the sponsorship of  
the Tata Trust, it was in-
formed.

Longkumer said that 
the state needs up to three 
lakh quality piglets but 
is unable to reach the re-
quirements thus remind-
ing that through AI, mass 
production of  swine will 
be possible and in turn 
produce a known variety 
of  Naga pigs having pre-
mium cuts, high produc-
tive and reproductive traits 
including efficient feed 
conversion ratio with a vi-
sion to make Nagaland the 
largest export hub of  pork 
in the country. 

Ram Deka, a scientist 
at ILRI cited out a plan 
where 500 pigs would 
get inseminated in a year 
while producing evidence 
and information to the 
dept. to track its progress. 

Speaking at the launch 
was also Sentimongla Ke-
chuchar from the NEIDA, 
an NGO based in Phek, 

Tuensang and Kiphire. He 
said that their objective was 
to “use piggery as a vehicle 
to reach rural areas” and 
the main concern was to 
educate farmers on feeds, 
medicines and to organise 
themselves to avail these 
services from NEIDA. 

Chairman for the event 
MK Mero, commission-
er-s ecretary, who said 
that there was a need for 
up gradation since there 
are no pure bred pigs in 
the state hence 200 piglets 
were distributed in each 
district after converging 
with Tata Trust and the 
Rural Development dept.  
He further informed that 
if  diseases occur to the 
pigs, it will lead to an en-
tire wipe out of  income of  
the farmers and cautioned 
the dept to be alert and 
ready with medicines. He 
also revealed how cost effi-
cient AI would be as rear-
ing of  male pigs won’t be 
needed.

Dwarka/Chotila/Gan-
dhinagar, Oct. 7 (PTI): 
Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi on Saturday said 
that previous day's changes 
in the GST regime giving 
relief  to small and medi-
um businesses have been 
hailed across the country 
as they kindled the festive 
mood of  Diwali a fortnight 
before it is celebrated.

In his poll-bound home 
state Gujarat for a third 
time in less than a month, 
Modi launched and in-
augurated a plethora of  
projects, and slammed the 
Congress party for ques-
tioning the state's develop-
ment model.

He also made a strong 
pitch for bridging the dig-
ital divide, calling digital 
literacy an important ele-
ment in good governance 
and transparency.

"Today, I have seen 
newspapers from across 
the country.

They carry headlines 
that Diwali has come 15 
days earlier.

"You all must be busy 
preparing for Diwali, and 
in Gujarat, Diwali is cel-
ebrated with great enthu-
siasm, especially among 
businessmen," he told a 
public gathering in Dwar-
ka from where he started 
his two-day visit.

Modi said the govern-
ment had earlier stated 
that it will study the GST 
for three months follow-
ing its implementation and 
then fix the problems.

"(We had said)...Wher-
ever there are problems in 
these three months, as in 
the areas of  management, 
shortage of  technology, 
problems related to rules, 
complaints regarding rates, 

ernor, in his book "I Do 
What I Do" said The de-
monetisation tool used 
by the Indian government 
to drive out black money 
could have long-term 
benefits but its short-term 

economic costs would out-
weigh them.

"I was asked by the gov-
ernment in February 2016 
for my views on demoneti-
sation, which I gave orally. 
Although there might be 

long-term benefits, I felt 
the likely short-term eco-
nomic costs would out-
weigh them, and felt there 
were potentially better 
alternatives to achieve the 
main goal," he wrote.

The Indian government 
undertook the demonetisa-
tion drive on November 8, 
2016 by banning high de-
nomination Rs 1,000 and 
Rs 500 notes.

Rajan is said to have 
predicted the 2008 market 
crash caused by the hous-
ing market crisis in the US 
that put its economy into 
deep recession and set off  
a global slowdown. 

In 2011, he published 

the acclaimed "Fault 
Lines" on how hidden fi-
nancial fractures threaten 
the world economy. 

He has won the British 
magazine Central Bank-
ing's Central Banker of  the 
Year award for his handling 
of  the rupee crisis in 2013 
and bringing back foreign 
investors to the country.

A graduate of  the In-
dian Institute of  Technolo-
gy, Delhi, Rajan served as 
visiting professor at Stock-
holm School of  Econom-
ics and at Kellogg School 
of  Management. 

He was also a visiting 
professor at MIT Sloan 
School of  Management.
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Accused persons with the stolen vehicles under Kohima police custody.

State chief secretary, Pankaj Kumer, being accorded warm welcome by the villagers.

Members of Lower Jail Colony Youth Organisation (LJCYO) along with the resource person during the advocacy programme in Kohima on 
October 7.Officials of UPHC Duncan Bosti with council members of Oriental Colony during the free health camp 

conducted in September.

Bishop of Kohima Dr. Rev, James Thoppil along with other priest and the newly members during the 
induction ceremony on October 7.

Parliamentary Secretary for NRE, Fire & Emergency Services, Toyang 
Changkong Chang, speaking at the DPDB meeting at DC’s Conference 
hall Tuensang on October 6.

Six held with stolen vehicle 

DDPA seeks revision for pre-2006 pensioners

Longleng to observe BBBP Week

LJCYO organises advocacy programme

HoDs asked to give their best for people uplift 

DoSE notifies 
schools/institutions

UPHCs organise free health camps

SABS inducts seven new members

Yaongyimchen commemorates 5th anniversary of community project

resources wisely. He an-
nounced that international 
projects under his depart-
ment would be launched 
in the State shortly and ex-
pressed confident that the 
villages will be benefited 
from the project. 

Roy P Thomas, Joint 
Director (Wildlife), Minis-
try of  Environment, For-
est and Climate Change, 

Government of  India; and 
Y Denngan Avennoho 
Phom, Deputy Commis-
sion, Longleng, also spoke 
and exhorted the villagers. 

Beizo, DEF Longleng, 
spoke on Wildlife Protec-
tion Act and their implica-
tions, while Satya Prakash 
Tripathi, Chief  Wildlife 
Warden (PCCF), delivered 
a short speech. 

State chief  secretary 
inaugurated the Pendo 
Langpu Bridge that con-
nects Dikhu River leading 
to bio-diversity conserva-
tion and Traveller’s Resting 
Hut on National Highway 
702; while the principal 
secretary inaugurated the 
community agri-link road 
and Peyong Malong Rest-
ing Hut at Liok.

The chief  secretary 
and the principal secretary 
also released a booklet on 
wild species found under 
the conservation area and 
Colocasia Esculenta Spe-
cies, an indigenous food 
of  Yaongyimchen village 
respectively. 

According to the book-
let 37 species of  birds, 59 
species of  butterflies and 
12 species of  wild animals 
have been found and identi-
fied under the bio-diversity 
conservation. 

It may be mentioned 
here that the community 
bio-diversity conservation 
programme was launched 
by the Lemsachenlok, a 
development society un-
der three villages namely 
Yaongyimchen, Alayong 
and Sanglu in the year 2012 
in commemoration of gold-
en jubilee celebration of  
Yaongyimchen Students’ 
Union. All the activities 
of  the bio-diversity con-
servation were done by the 
efforts and contribution of  
the village people. The pro-
gramme was organised to 
highlight the achievement 
of  the bio-diversity projects 
to the government.  

Dimapur, Oct. 7 (EMN): Di-
rectorate of  School Education 
(DoSE) informed all schools/ 
institutions that the last date for 
registration to Digital Citizen-
ship and Cyber Wellness Olym-
piad 2017-18 has been extended 
to October 30.

Principal Director Smi-
ta Sarangi has asked all the 
schools/institutions authorities 
to let students and teachers 
participate by registering in the 
portal (https://www.learnin-
golympiads.co.in) before the 
last date.

The purpose of  the Olympi-
ad is to encourage and promote 
students learn to be safe online. 
The Olympiad will provide 
an opportunity for not only 
students but also the educa-
tors to learn and be responsible 
netizens. 

Dimapur, Oct. 7 (EMN): Khuzama Police 
Station personnel have arrested six persons 
while trying to smuggle stolen vehicle to 
Manipur state on October 6 from Viswema 
- Kidima road. 

The arrest was made during surprise 
checking on movement of illegal drug traf-
ficking and stolen. A police press release 
stated that the team intercepted one Mahi-
ndra Logan bearing Resgistration No. AS01 
AH 9877 which appeared to be an escort 
vehicle followed by one Dumper without 
any registration nuber.

It added that when the police team 
began to interrogate the occupants, the 
driver of  the Dumper along with one oc-
cupant managed to escape from the scene. 
However, another driver along with five 
other occupants of the light vehicle (escort 
vehicle) were arrested and also confiscated 
both the vehicles.

On further enquiry, it was revealed that 
the seized dumper was reported stolen 
from Dimapur whose case was registered 
with the East Police Station, Dimapur. On 
examination, it was ascertained that two of  

the arrested persons came from Imphal to 
purchase the stolen dumper and the other 
three were supposed to dispose the vehicle. 
The driver of the dumper, who managed to 
escape from the scene, was engaged for an 
amount of Rs 20,000 to drive the dumper 
from a petrol pump near Bye-Pass, Kohima, 
upto Ukhrul in Manipur.

The arrested accused persons were 
identified as A John Zeliang (27), son of  
Ramsuijm Zeliang of  Samjuram village 
in Peren district; Kakivi Aye (22), son of  
Ahokhe of Thazive village in Kiphire dis-
trict; RM Najin (24), son of Shangreingan 
from Senapati, Manipur; RM Chimari (41), 
son of RM Maipak of Sinakeithei village in 
Senapati district, Manipur; Hobato Awomi 
(31), son of  Hesheto of  Azheto village in 
Dimapur district; and Mento Mech (22), 
son of Monurswar of Merapani village in 
Assam.

The stolen vehicle along with the ar-
rested accused persons have been handed 
over to Dimapur Police on October 6 at 
around 10 PM for taking further course of  
legal action.

Dimapur, Oct. 7 (EMN): 
Dimapur District Pensioner’s 
Association1 (DDPA) has 
appealed for implementation 
of governments’ decision on 
the recommendations of the 
7th central pay commission 
and to revise pension of  
pre-2006 pensioners/ family 
pensioners etc. 

The Association, in a 
press release issued by its 
president I Meren Long-
char, expressed unhappi-
ness that the State govern-
ment has not taken any 
action till date. Stating that 
pension is not an ex-gratia 
payment but the entitlement 
governed by the rules for the 

past service rendered, the 
Association has requested 
the State government to 
release the pending arrears 
as stated above.

It further warned of seek-
ing redressal from other legal 
forums if  no affirmative 
action is taken by the State 
government immediately. 

Dimapur, Oct. 7 (EMN): To create 
awareness and sensitise the community 
to promote empowerment of  girls and 
reinforce gender equality, Longleng district 
has announced to observe “Beti Bachao 
Beti Padhao Week- The daughters of  new 
India” from October 9 – 14. The weeklong 
programme would be celebrated by organ-
ising various activities. 

Advisor of  DUDA and NEPED, S 
Pangnyu will grace the launching of  BBBP 

Week on October 9, which will be followed 
by rally and signature campaign on Octo-
ber 10. The grand celebration of  Interna-
tional Girl Child Day will be organised 
on October 11 followed by door to door 
campaign and community sensitisation 
programme on October 12.

Deputy Commissioner, Longleng, Y 
Denngan Avennoho Phom informed that 
a seminar on women scheme will be con-
ducted on October 13.

Dimapur, Oct. 7 (EMN): 
A total of  six colonies 
namely Lotha Colony, 
Lhomithi Colony, Supply 
Colony, Oriental Colony, 
Kevijau Colony, East Block 
and Niu Colony under the 
DMC jurisdiction have 
benefited from a free medi-
cal camps conducted by 
UPHC Burma Camp and 
UPHC Duncan Bosti dur-
ing the month of  Septem-
ber. 

The initiative was head-
ed by the respective Medi-
cal Officers of  both UPHCs 
along with other NUHM 
staff  supported by the ur-
ban ASHA. 

A total 520 patients 
including elderly people 
and pregnant women and 
children have availed the 
free health services and 
medicines during the medi-
cal camps. Patients were 
also tested for HIV and 

malaria by the DAPCU 
mobile ICTC team and 
Urban Malaria team. Apart 
from this, the team further 
provided counselling on 
proper nutrition and sanita-
tion, importance of  ANC 
and PNC checkups to the 
patients. 

Meanwhile, the team 
has appreciated the sup-
port and cooperation of  the 
chairman and GBs of  the 
colonies during the camp.

Dimapur, Oct. 7 (EMN): 
Minister of  Horticulture, 
DB & GB, Kejong Chang 
has called upon the Head 
of  Offices (HoDs) to give 
their best in their work for 
uplift of  the people in the 
district and urged them to 
use the Planning Board as a 
platform to sort out difficul-
ties and bring out solution 
for betterment of the people 
in general.

Kejong said this while 
addressing the members of  
Tuensang District Planning 
and Development Board 
(DPDB) during its monthly 
meeting on October 6 held 
in the DC’s conference hall, 
Tuensang, under the chair-
manship of the Parliamen-
tary Secretary of New and 
Renewable Energy, Fire and 
Emergency Services, Toyang 
Changkong Chang.

Dimapur, Oct. 7 (EMN): 
State chief  secretary, Pan-
kaj Kumar, said that the 
hardest and most precious 
work of  mankind was to 
shun violence and conflict 
with animals by adopting 
conservation of  wild life 
and forestry. 

He said this in his ad-
dress at the International 
Wildlife Week celebra-
tion cum seminar on hu-
man animal conflict and 
5 years commemoration 
programme of  community 
projects in Yaongyimchen 
village on October 7. 

Congratulating the vil-
lagers for successful imple-
mentation of  bio-diversity 
conservation programme, 
Pangkaj said Yaongyim-
chen has come to occupy a 
special place in the global 
world because of  her suc-
cessful conservation of  
wildlife through their hard 
work and unity of  the vil-
lage without any assistance 
from the government. He 
stated that such achieve-
ment should be emulated 
by others.   

Asserting that learning 
is a continuous process, he 
said the purpose of his visit 
was to learn from the people 
and to fill the gap between 
the people and the govern-
ment, and to work jointly 
for proper implementation 
of  government schemes in 
the future. He also lauded 
the village functionaries 
for judiciously utilising the 
VDB funds for the commu-
nity development. He was 
optimistic that their hard 
work and dedication will 
not go in vain but will reap 
healthy harvest in the future 
with the intervention of the 
government agencies.

T Imkonglemba Ao, 
Principal Secretary, Agri-
culture Production Com-
missioner, and Chairman 
of  Nagaland Bamboo Mis-
sion, has encouraged the 
villagers not to get exhaust-
ed with their hard work but 
to continue their effort to 
promote community de-
velopment for sustainable 
economic growth in the 
village. He informed the 
villagers that the govern-
ment will focus more on the 
area and the people where 
there is people’s participa-
tion and exhorted them 
to nurture the God gifted 

DFO Kohima, SAPO officials and village community during awareness programme in Kigwema on October 6.

SAPO affirms to protect wildlife and forest

its prevention. 
SAPO president Dr. 

Neketu Kiso, in his ad-
dress, acknowledged the 
department for the initia-
tives taken in raising envi-
ronmental awareness in the 
region and assured SAPO’s 
commitment to protect and 
conserve the environment. 

Those who spoke on 

the occasion included vil-
lage council chairmen of  
Kigwema and Jakhama, 
Rokoviko Chale, chairman 
KBDCC, and Keneikrol, 
Ranger. 

Lhinghoikim Touthang, 
DCF, also attended the 
function.

Zhavi Kire, pastor of  
Kigwema Baptist Church, 

said the invocation while 
vote of  thanks was pro-
posed by Mezhuvo-o Tho-
rie, secretary SASA. The 
programme was attended 
by forest department of-
ficials, SAPO officials, vil-
lage councils, functionaries 
of  the villages, students’ 
unions, women society and 
church workers.

An awareness cum com-
munity consultation pro-
gramme on wildlife and 
forest conservation was 
organised by Forest De-
partmnet, Kohima Divi-
sion, in collaboration with 
Southern Angami Public 
Organisation (SAPO) on 
October 6 at Kigwema 
village. 

The programme was 
organised for the villages 
under SAPO as a part of  
the week-long observance 
of Wild Life Week 2017. 

D u r i n g  t h e  p r o -
gramme Rongsenlemla 
Imchen, DFO Kohima, 
who chaired the function, 
appreciated the commu-
nity for cooperating with 
the department and high-
lighted the importance 
of  concerted efforts of  
all sections of  the com-
munity for wildlife and 
forest conservation. She 
also stressed on the issues 
relating to forest fire and 

courage and determination 
to opt to live the religious 
life in a world that glamor-
ises unbridled materialism 
and excessive materialism; 
in a world where respect 
for authority and discipline 
are dwindling and personal 
egos and whims are cel-

ebrated as the will of  God, 
adding it a courageous step 
to be religious.

Bishop said that every-
one longs to be happy and 
be loved. He recalled the 
series of  the love that leads 
to sacrifice. He said that 
God is the greatest lover 

for He sent Jesus, His only 
Son, to save humanity as 
ransom. 

Exhorting the sisters to 
be happy and fulfilled in 
religious life, he said one 
must have and develop a 
warm, intimate and pas-
sionate relationship with 

Dimapur, Oct. 7 (EMN): 
The Corpus Christi Prov-
ince of  the Sisters of  Ado-
ration of  the Blessed Sac-
rament (SABS) inducted 
seven new members in the 
congregation. 

Ann Awungshi, Berna-
dette Ekka, Philistina Myr-
thong, Alphina Kujur, Juie 
Leivon, Magdalene Jong-
phülü and Justina Lamthew 
were vested and professed 
as members of  the SABS 
congregation at St. Joseph’s 
Church, Chumukedima, 
on October 7. The occa-
sion was graced by Rev. Dr. 
James Thoppil, Bishop of  
Kohima, as the main cel-
ebrant in which 35 priests 
con-concelebrated the Holy 
Mass in the presence of Rev. 
Sr. Sibia SABS, the Pro-
vincial Superior of  Corpus 
Christi Province, Dimapur, 
all councillors, parents and 
relatives of  the sisters and 
many faithful from in and 
around Dimapur.  

Bishop, while address-
ing the gathering, congratu-
lated the sisters for their 

Dimapur, Oct. 7 (EMN): 
Lower Jail Colony Youth 
Organisation (LJCYO), 
Kohima, in collabora-
tion with Nagaland State 
AIDS Control Society 
(NSACS), had organised 
a one-day advocacy and 

sensitization programme 
on HIV/AIDS on Oc-
tober 7 with Dr. Abo 
Zao, SMO, ART Centre, 
NHAK, as the resource 
person.

Altogether 50 youth 
members attended the 

programme, which was 
chaired by Esther Nakhro, 
while the invocation was 
said by Chete Thele and 
the welcome address was 
delivered by chairman of  
Lower Jail Colony Pan-
chayat, Chayazo Kehie 

and the benediction prayer 
was said by Razouvikhol 
Luho.

The programme in-
cluded voluntary blood 
testing of  all the partici-
pants by mobile ICTC 
from DAPCU Kohima.

Christ. Quoting the words 
of  St. Paul to the Colos-
sians he said, “you received 
Christ Jesus the Lord, so 
live in Him, rooted and 
built up in Him and estab-
lish in the faith, just as you 
were taught, abounding in 
thanksgiving.”

The seven Novices, in 
the presence of  Rev. Sr. 
Sibia SABS, vowed the 
three evangelical counsels 
namely, Poverty, Chastity 
and Obedience as their 
commitment to the Lord in 
the congregation of  Sisters 
of  Adoration of the Blessed 
Sacrament.

Earlier, the seven Nov-
ices were accompanied by 
their parents to the altar in 
procession. Rev. Sr. Sibia 
SABS, the Provincial Supe-
rior, accorded the words of  
welcome to Bishop, priests, 
sisters, parents and invited 
guests. 

The newly professed 
sisters have thanked eve-
ryone and acknowledged 
their gratitude with a me-
lodious song. 

The house has recom-
mended changing school 
nomenclature of  Govern-
ment High School Angang-
ba to Martoshi Memorial 
Government High School, 
Angangba. The house also 
recommended construc-
tion of indoor stadium and 
badminton hall at Shamator 
headquarters and renewal of  
society registration of Khia-
mniungan Menyu Hoikam 
and Trurong Agri Allied 

Welfare Society.
Toyang Changkong 

Chang, in his chairman re-
mark, appreciated the Board 
members for their active par-
ticipation in the meeting and 
urged them to be sincere and 
honest in performing their 
duties in order to benefit the 
people of the district. 

Power point presenta-
tion on departmental activi-
ties was made by NERLP 
Department.



            3ADVERTISEMENT
EASTERN MIRROR  |  Dimapur, Sunday, October 8, 2017

C
M

YK



4 REGION
EASTERN MIRROR  |  Dimapur, Sunday, October 8, 2017

Tibetans aren’t demanding Indian 
citizenship  — Arunachal CM 

Khurshid criticises BJP for 
rolling out GST in a hurry

Govt. will protect indigenous 
people’s interest — Sonowal

Mizoram gov. taking steps to sign 
Memorandum of Settlement with HPC(D) 

One dead,minor injured in road accident 

War battle tank displayed in heritage museum

NCPUL organises one day 
prog. to promote Urdu 

5th general Panchayat elections 
in Manipur underway 

Rotary Clubs to foster friendship, economic 
prosperity between India and Bangladesh

Tawa n g  ( A r u n a c h a l 
Pradesh), Oct. 7 (IANS):  
Arunachal Pradesh Chief  
Minister Pema Khandu on 
Saturday said that Tibet-
ans were not demanding 
Indian citizenship.

“The present popula-
tion of  Tibetans in Aru-
nachal is around 7,000, 
which is decreasing every 
year. Many Tibetan fami-
lies are being offered jobs 
and settlement in devel-

oped countries and hence 
they are leaving their set-
tlement camps,” he told the 
fifth BJP State Executive 
Meeting here.

Moreover, he said that 
basic facilities of  water, 
electricity, roads and pub-
lic distribution system 
were extended to Tibetan 
refugee settlement camps 
across India by the central 
government through the Ti-
betan Rehabilitation Policy.

Pema said his govern-
ment would adopt the pol-
icy only after consulting all 
indigenous communities 
and student bodies. 

Several civil society 
groups, including the op-
position Peoples Party of  
Arunachal and Congress, 
have opposed the state cab-
inet’s decision on August 
12 to adopt and extend the 
policy.

Blaming the Congress 

for the mess it created 
on the Chakma-Hajong 
refugee issue, Khandu, a 
former Congress-turned 
Bharatiya Janata Party leg-
islator, said: “The BJP in 
the state is taking steps to 
solve it.”

He said following the 
Supreme Court order to 
grant citizenship to these 
refugees, 2,000 applications 
were received. But none 
qualified.

“It’s the Centre to de-
cide on the citizenship of  
these refugees, but the state 
government is firm not to 
allow them into the state 
without an Inner Line Per-
mit,” he said.

Moreover,  he  sa id 
his government was firm 
that no land rights or any 
rights enjoyed by the trib-
als of  Arunachal would 
be accorded to these refu-
gees.

Shillong, Oct. 7 (PTI): Sen-
ior Congress leader Salman 
Khurshid today criticised the 
BJP government at the Cen-
tre for rolling out the GST in 
a “hurry” and changing the 
rules “everyday”.

“You (BJP) can trun a 
government by changing 
every day. You must think 
seriously. My own view 
about this government is 
that economics of this gov-
ernment is absolutely zero,” 
Khurshid, who was on a pri-
vate visit, told reporters here.

“We have come crash-
ing down and this is not 
something which you will 
fix overnight. This will take 
a lot of time to fix and when 
the economy falters it is a 
painful exercise to fix it,” 
he said.

Questioning as to why 
an important economic ex-
ercise such as the GST was 
taken in a hurry, Khurshid 
said, “Please tell me why 
GST that came two months 
ago and yesterday changes 
have been made... if  there 
are mistakes correct it. But 

why should the mistake be 
in the first place?” 

“Because you (Govern-
ment of  the day) are in a 
hurry that I have to do it 
today so I am announcing it 
today. The software was not 
ready, the hardware was not 
ready,” he said.

Stating that he and the 
economists were critical of  
the GST, Khurshid said, 
“They changed it (GST) 
because elections are com-
ing. They realised that the 
trading communities are 
very unhappy, they realised 
many other people were 
unhappy and so they have 
changed it yesterday once 
again.” 

The former Union Min-
ister also attacked the NDA 
government on its policies.

He said, “I don t think 
they have done anything 
or policies that they can 
boast about. I don t think 
they have done anything in 
strategic matters, security 
matters that they can boast 
about.” 

He said, “They have 

not done anything on social 
relations that they can boast 
about, in law and order and 
certainly they have not done 
nothing in the economy that 
they can boast about.” 

The senior Congress 
leader admitted that his 
party have not done well in 
many elections since 2014 
but said the party is taking 
initiatives to counter the BJP.

“I will admit that since 
2014 we have not been able 
to show any spectacular 
success. In UP for instance, 
BJP has a runaway victory 
which is unfortunate and 
very sad,” he said adding 
that Punjab was a very good 
success (for the Congress) 
and Delhi for the AAP but it 
is a defeat for the BJP.

Meanwhile, comment-
ing on the rumours of many 
senior Congress leaders in 
the North East deserting 
the party and joining the 
BJP, Khurshid said, “My 
only prayer is that people 
who leave the party in bad 
times should not be taken 
back again.”

 Our Correspondent
Imphal, Oct.7 (EMN): 
N o r m a l  ve h i c u l a r 
movement along Im-
phal-Jiribam sector of  
National Highway 37 
has been affected severe-
ly for the second day on 
Sat. after Nungba area 
joint action commit-
tee and other civil soci-
ety organisations called 
indefinite total bandh 

in connection with the 
death of  a Man from 
Rengpang village and 
injury of  the victim’s 
minor son in an alleged 
hit and run case along 
the highway.

The victim was de-
clared dead when he 
was brought to RIMS 
after he was knocked 
down by a vehicle at 
Khongshang  area on 

Oct. 5 morning around 
9.30, reports said.The 
boy  was also hospital-
ised at RIMS ICU and 
is said to be in a critical 
condition. 

The Nungba area 
joint action committee 
has been demanding 
immediate arrest of the 
accused persons and 
necessary compensation 
to the victim’s family.

Shillong, Oct. 7 (PTI):  A battle tank used during the Indo-Pak war in 1971 has 
been placed in a heritage museum here to instill a sense of pride among the people 
of the state, officials said today.The ‘Vijayanta’ tank has been placed at the Rhino 
Heritage Museum at Rilbong crossing earlier this week, they said.
“The war trophy (tank) has moved over a distance of 3,600 km from New Delhi 
to Shillong under the aegis of HQ 101 Area, and is now standing majestically on 
the crossroads of Shillong as a tribute to the valour and spirit of Indian Army in 
protecting the sovereignty of the nation,” a defense spokesperson said.

Aizawl, Oct. 7 (PTI): Mizoram 
government has been taking steps 
for signing of  Memorandum of  
Settlement with the Manipur-
based Hmar People’s Convention 
(Democratic), a senior state Home 
department official today said.

Additonal Secretary in the 
Home department, Lalbiakzama 
said that the proposed bill on crea-
tion, power and functions of the 
Sinlung Hills Council (SHC) had 
been accepted during the peace 
talks held on September 21 and 
22 last in Aizawl.

The members of  the council 
of ministers would be briefed on 
the accepted Sinlung Hills Coun-
cil Bill, 2017 by the officials who 
represented the state government 
in the talks, Lalbiakzama said.

He said that, if  the council of  

ministers agreed to the proposed 
legislation, it would be sent to the 
state Law and Jucidial depart-
ment for vetting.

“If  the council of  ministers 
clears the proposed legislation, 
the decks would be cleared for 
signing of  Memorandum of  
Agreement during the political 
level talks,” he said.

State Home minister R La-
lzirliana, earlier said that the gov-
ernment would like to commence 
the political level parleys before 
Christmas.

The HPC (D) led by H 
Zosangbera came to the nego-
tiating table after agreeing to 
abandon its demand for a sepa-
rate autonomous district council 
under the Sixth Schedule of  the 
Indian Constitution.

Guwahati, Oct.7 (PTI): Assam Chief Min-
ister Sarbananda Sonowal today said that the 
government would protect the interest of  
indigenous people at all costs.

The state government would take all 
steps to ensure that indigenous people are 
not deprived of their land following the pas-
sage of State Capital Region Bill in the just 
concluded session of the Assam assembly, 
he said during a meeting with representatives 
of various organisations of Rabha Hasong 
Autonomous Council area.

Necessary amendments would be made 
in the Bill to allay the apprehensions of the 
indigenous people and safeguard their inter-
ests, he said.

The council chief  executive member 
Tankeswar Rabha expressed concern that 
the state capital region would override the 
land rights of  tribal people living in the 

fringes of  Guwahati city which would be 
covered by it.

Land acquisition in tribal belt areas for 
expanding the capital would violate the rules 
of acquiring land in tribal belts and it would 
make the indigenous people lose the right of  
their land, Rabha said.The CM assured that 
all steps would be taken to protect the land 
rights and asked the Rabha Hasong Autono-
mous Council organisations to submit their 
written complaints to the government.

The chief minister also urged the Rabha 
Hasong Autonomous Council to take advan-
tage of its geographical location to usher in 
rapid development in the area.

The formation of State Capital Region 
would bring benefits to all sections of people 
living in the Council area and tribal belts 
would be developed keeping their cultural 
and social heritage intact, Sonowal said.

Agartala, Oct. 7 (IANS):  
The Rotary Clubs of India 
and Bangladesh will hold 
a two-day “Setubandhan” 
international event here this 
month to jointly promote 
friendship, peace and eco-
nomic prosperity between 
the two neighbours, club of-
ficials said here on Saturday.

“The third ‘Setuband-
han’ international pro-
gramme would be held in 
Agartala on October 27-
28. The event comprising 
numerous programmes is 
aimed to boost friendship, 
peace and economic pros-
perity of the two countries,” 
Joint Convener of  “Setu-
bandhan-2017” Baharul 
Islam Majumder told the 
media.

He said: “Seminars, 
peace rally, cultural func-
tions and various other 
events would be held as part 
of the “Setubandhan” inter-
national programme. Over 
700 Rotarians from 223 Ro-

tary Clubs of northeast India 
and southeast Bangladesh 
would take part in the series 
of programmes.”

All the Rotary Clubs of  
northeast India and parts 
of  north Bengal formed 
Rotary district 3240 would 
participate in the “Setuband-
han” programme where 
two Bangladesh ministers 
- Railway minister Mujibul 
Hoque and cultural affairs 
Minister Asaduzzaman 
Noor - would participate as 
Rotarians.

Abdul Quddus Akhand, 
another Joint Convener of  
“Setubandhan-2017” said 
that to foster better under-
standing both among the 
common people and policy 
makers and to further im-
prove ties between the two 
neighbours the “Setuband-
han” programme was being 
organised both in India and 
Bangladesh since 2015.

“The international clubs 
are also working to remove 

various misconceptions 
among the people at various 
levels in the two countries.”

Akhand, a physician 
from Bangladesh who 
owns a medical college in 
that country, said the Ro-
tary clubs are working in 
many sectors including for 
a polio-free world.

“For the betterment of  
students, poor people and 
needy men, women and 
children the 112-year-old 
Rotary clubs are operating 
a huge number of schemes 
including health, education 
and humanitarian services”, 
he added.

Akhand said the Rotary 
clubs are providing relief  
material and humanitarian 
services to Rohingya refu-
gees, currently sheltered in 
Bangladesh.

The theme song of  
“Setubandhan-2017” was 
composed by dramatist, 
writer and former bureau-
crat Subhash Das.

Our Correspondent
Imphal, Oct.7 (EMN): 
‘One day interactive session 
with the centre in-charges of  
Urdu, Arabic and CABA-
MDTP centre of Manipur’ 
was held under the aegis 
of the National Council for 
Promotion of  Urdu Lan-
guage (NCPUL) here on 
Saturday.

Manipur Governor Dr 
Najma Heptulla, Director 
of  the NCPUL Prof  Syed 
Ali Karim and Social Activ-
ist Mohd Afzal from Delhi 
attended the interactive ses-
sions. Appreciating for or-
ganising the programme in 
Manipur where less number 
of people speak and under-
stand Urdu, Najma Heptulla 
appealed for more such pro-
grammes in Northeast.

The 10% of  the sanc-
tioned budget must be uti-
lized in these areas within 
the existing schemes of the 
respective department as per 
the guidelines of the govern-
ment of India, the Governor 
added. She also shared and 
told her experiences in per-
tain to Urdu language.

It is worth to mention 
that NCPUL is an autono-
mous regulatory body under 
the

Ministry of  Human 
Resource Development, 
Government of India. It is 
the main authority of Urdu 
language and education in 

India. And CABA MDTP is 
one of the significant initia-
tives of the NCPUL.

The main thrust of  the 
today’s programme was to 
have an interaction with 
representatives/ Centres in 
charges in order to under-
stand their problems and 
look for solutions for giving 
benefits to target group.

It has been the transfor-
mation of  Urdu speaking 
population into part of the 
employable technological 
workforce in the age of tech-
nology and computer. It not 
only provides job opportuni-
ty for Urdu speaking people 
but also increases computer 
literacy rate of the country 
including Manipur.

To transfer the informa-
tion technology to language 
and making Urdu speaking 
boy’s and girl’s part of em-
ployable technology work 
force of India, NCPUL es-
tablishes Computer Applica-
tions, Business Accounting 
and Multilingual DTP Cen-
tres (CABA-MDTP) across 
the country. It is said that 
there are around 40 centres 
in the State.

The programme which 
was attended by president 
and secretary of  the BJP 
Minority Morcha, Manipur 
State, representatives from 
different centres, students 
etc. had many interactive 
sessions too.

Our Correspondent
Imphal, Oct. 7(EMN): More than 70 per-
cent of the electorate of 7 lac. on Saturday, 
are believed to have voted in the 5th General 
Panchayat elections in Manipur that passed 
off  peacefully, barring some poll related 
incidents. Re-polling is also likely in some 
of the polling stations. However there is no 
official poll percentage record till the report 
goes to the press.

Thus the fate of 3180 candidates includ-
ing 178 Zilla Parishad,446 Pradhans and 
2556 ward members have been sealed in 
ballot boxes.

The day’s polling was held to elect new 
local body representatives including Zilla 
Parishad, Pradhan and ward members in 14 
sub-divisions under six valley districts – Im-
phal West, Imphal East, Bishnupur, Jiribam, 
Kakching and Thoubal as the terms of the 
present representatives expire on Octt. 23, 
2017.

This time ballot paper was used in the 
election. Each voter has to cast his/her vote 
in secrecy in three ballot papers of three dif-
ferent colours.

The ballot papers for Zilla Parishad is in 
pink colour,the ballot paper for Pradhan is in 
yellow colour and the ballot paper for Gram 
Panchayat Member is in white.

A total of  7,16,813 voters including 
3,48,139 males and 3,68,691 females are 
eligible to exercise their franchise across 
1520 polling stations in the six valley districts 
to elect 60 Zilla Parishad members, 161 
Pradhans and 1,513 ward members. A total 
of 9,126 security personnel at 6 personnel 
for each polling station, were utilised for 
the polls.

Interestingly 394 candidates in-
c luding 391ward members  and 3 
Pradhans(Porompat,Wangoi and Nambol) 
were elected without any contest. The count-
ing will take place on Oct.11.
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‘Dirty politics is killing virtues 
of individual in Naga society’

Resource persons and participants after the seminar at Phek Town Baptist Church.

State to launch IMI on October 9 

CMO Peren holds review meet cum orientationWorkshop on role of 
churches in tobacco control

Dimapur, Oct. 7 (EMN): The Direc-
tor Life Sports, Kohima Colo Mero, 
while addressing the Clean Election 
Movement seminar as resource person 
at Phek Town Baptist Church said 
“dirty politics is killing all virtues of  
individual in Naga society.”

 “In our society, violent and cor-
rupted people are considered as man,” 
Mero added.

Stating that in spite of all the suc-
cess, he said life has no meaning unless 

one builds its relationship with God. 
He further called upon the leaders to 
live an exemplary life in deeds than 
in words.

Convener Chakhesang Clean Elec-
tion Movement Dr. Kuzhopoyo Tunyi 
highlighted the activities of  CCEM 
and also urged the leaders of the area 
to sacrifice personal ego for the welfare 
of the people.

According to a press release, a 
seminar on Clean Election Movement 

was organised by Phek Area Baptist 
Church Council with Phek area fron-
tal organizations on Oct. 3. Around 
280 leaders attended the seminar. 

The program was chaired by 
Chairman Phek Area Baptist Church 
Council Rev. Kuvengoyi Sakha while 
bible reading and prayer was read and 
offered by Pastor Thepuchuyi Khesoh 
and benediction was pronounced by 
Zhevesa Nienu. Chivo Medeo pre-
sented a special number. 

Dimapur, Oct. 7 (EMN): 
The Directorate of  Health 
& Family Welfare has in-
formed that the Intensified 
Mission Indradhanush in 
the state will be official-
ly launched on Oct. 9 by 
the Minister of  Health & 
Family Welfare Imkong 
L Imchen at UPHC Seik-
hazou ‘D’ Khel ground, 
Kohima. All officers from 
joint director and above 
have been informed to at-
tend the function.

The campaign is aimed 
at providing vaccines for 
children below 2 years of  
age and pregnant women 
who have missed out rou-
tine vaccination. 

In accordance with the 
Union Health Ministry, the 
goal of  IMI is to accelerate 
the coverage and achieve 
90% full immunization 
coverage by December 
2018 and sustain thereafter 
through routine immuniza-
tion.

State Programme Offic-
er and MO (UIP) in a press 
release informed that all 11 
districts will be conducting 

the IMI campaign in areas 
which have been selected 
on the basis of  poor routine 
immunization coverage 
with special focus on urban 
areas, hard to reach areas 
and areas with migratory 
population. Learning from 
the experiences of  past MI 
campaigns, the department 
has taken a more proactive 
approach in ensuring bet-
ter convergence with other 
line departments viz. the 
Integrated Child Develop-
ment Services (ICDS) and 
Education department. 

The ICDS and Educa-
tion department would be 
providing crucial support 
by creating awareness on 
the importance of  immu-
nization and generating 
demand. The Nagaland 
Baptist Church Council, 
Nagaland Christian Re-
vival Church and Catholic 
Association have also been 
included as partners in im-
munization to support the 
health department in pro-
moting positive messages 
about immunization.

A press release also 

mentioned that there will 
be effective programme 
oversight through State 
Task Force meetings and 
District Task Force meet-
ings to be chaired by Princi-
pal Secretary (H&FW) and 
DCs respectively. It also in-
formed that the chief  secre-
tary has been reviewing the 
progress of  the programme 
through the State Steering 
Committee meeting. There 
will also be intensive moni-
toring of  the campaign by 
state-level health officials 
and development partners 
(WHO, UNICEF, UNDP, 
RRC). 

All districts have com-
pleted a head count survey 
of  children below 2 years 
and pregnant women in 
preparation for IMI cam-
paign. The immunization 
sessions and mobilization 
of  beneficiaries will be 
planned on the basis of  
the due list of  children and 
pregnant women who are 
due for vaccines. The de-
partment will ensure that 
there will be better data 
management of  coverage 

indicators since the cam-
paign is being planned ac-
cording to the actual head 
count.

Under IMI, around 
20093 children below 2 
years and 2916 Pregnant 
women will be immunized 
through 809 immunization 
sessions planned across the 
state. IMI campaign will 
continue for four months 
starting from Oct. 9.

In a separated press 
release, Chief  Medical Of-
ficer Dimapur Dr. K.Vikato 
Kinimi also informed that 
recent evaluation have 
indicated that the major 
reason for inability to vac-
cinate all the children in 
the country are lack of   
awareness  among parents 
about  the benefits of  im-
munization. Therefore, all 
the parents are requested 
to bring their children to 
immunization sites in their 
respective colonies/villages  
and immunize  to prevents  
from  vaccine  prevent-
able  disease which is to be 
observe from  Oct. 9 to 15 
across the district.

DPO RCH/UIP Dr. 
Khrielasanuo briefed the 
immunization status in the 
district and areas where IMI 
is going to be conducted in 
remote and urban areas. 
She also highlighted on the 
basic immunization sched-
ule and also informed about 
the due list for tracking of  
immunization. 

Project officer, UNDP 
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Dimapur, Oct. 7 (EMN): 
The Chief  Medical Office, 
Peren district under the 
chairmanship of  Deputy 
CMO Dr. Tiala, held district 
review meeting cum orien-
tation for ANMs and IEC 
personnel on boosting rou-
tine immunization demand 
generation (BRIDGDE) on 
Oct. 4 at CMO conference 
hall.

The meeting was attend-
ed by district programme of-
ficers, medical officers, IEC 
personnel –FWAs, BEE 
and computer, nurses, phar-
macist, district and block 
program management unit 
staff  NHM. 

During the meeting, 
Deputy CMO highlighted 
about the Intensified Mis-
sion Indradhanush and how 
and what is to done during 
this four months campaign. 
She requested all staffs to 
be regular in their place of  
posting and be sincere and 
coordinate for the success 
of the mission.

Dimapur, Oct. 7 (EMN): 
An advocacy programme 
on the role of the churches 
to topple the prevalence of  
tobacco use in the society 
was held in United College 
of  Theology and Mission 
on Oct. 6.

Speaking at the work-
shop, Dr. C Tetseo empha-
sised the role which churches 
irrespective of denomination 
could play in creating aware-

ness and in helping the peo-
ple who wants to quit. 

He lamented that the 
church is yet to fully recog-
nise the problems posed by 
tobacco products. He said 
tobacco is a bigger threat 
than alcohol as it affects the 
children and the youth. 

“The church always 
takes proactive role in prohi-
bition but turning a blind eye 
to the menace of tobacco is 

not helping the matter,” Dr. 
Tetseo added. 

He also said tobacco 
habits lead to problems such 
as health, economic, social 
and spiritual and added that 
it can also lead to alcoholism 
and drug addiction. 

Dr. Tetseo further chal-
lenged theological students 
to reach out the young peo-
ple in Sunday school, CYE 
and other platforms.

and Chandigarh over the 
next ten days. 

Commander 6 Sector 
Assam Rifles Brigadier 

Shibaji Das interacted 
with the students and en-

Imli Longkumer, shared on 
communication and social 
mobilization of IMI, objec-
tives and key approaches 
in communication while  
FWA, Jean Kath shared 
on the importance of  inter 

personnel communication 
for ANMs, ASHAs and 
AWWs.

A press release also in-
formed that the next review 
meeting has been scheduled 
on Nov. 3.

Dr. Khrielasanuo addressing the gathering during the review meet 
cum orientation on BRIDGE at CMO office, Peren.

Dr. C tetseo with the United College of Theology and Mission students after the workshop on Friday.

36 AR officials along with students and teachers during the flagged off in Dimapur. 

Wildlife Dimapur division officials, GHSS pricipal, headmaster, teachers and students during the observation of Wildlife Week in Dimapur on 
Friday, Oct. 6.

couraged them on various 
aspects to be kept in mind 
during the journey. He 
also told them to utilize 
their experience to imbibe 
the values of  people from 
other parts of  the country. 

National integration tour flagged off in Dimapur

‘Bird’s population in steep decline in the state’

Dimapur, Oct. 7 (EMN): 
The 36 AR under the aegis 
of  Headquarters IGAR 
(N) flagged off  a national 
integration tour for 20 
students and two teachers 
from various schools of  
Jalukie from Dimapur on 
Oct. 5.

PRO Hq IGAR (North) 
Lt. Col. Amitabh Sharma 
said the aim of  the tour 
is to give exposure to the 
young students of  the state 
about the history, culture 
and developments in other 
parts of  the nation.

The touring team will 
be visiting Delhi, Amritsar 

Dimapur, Oct. 7 (EMN): CF and 
Director Intanki National Park YM 
Jami lamented that the bird’s popu-
lation has steeply declined in recent 
times after feeding on the carcass of  
cattle which were administered psy-
chotropic drugs (Diclofenac) and as 
such poses a serious environmental 
hazards. 

Addressing the observation pro-
gramme of Wildlife Week at the Gov-
ernment Higher Secondary School, 
Half  Nagarjan on Oct. 6, Jami cited 
an example of  how vultures play an 
important role in keeping ecosystem 
healthy and clean by feeding on de-
composed carcasses of  dead animals 
and thereby prevents the spread of  
deadly diseases. He also mentioned 
the example of  a bee and its impor-
tance in pollination. 

Jami also enlightened the par-
ticipants on the success story of  amur 
falcon conservation and satellite tag-

ging of  the bird. 
Stating that all the wildlife con-

tribute to the environment in one way 
or the other, Jami appealed to the 
students and participants to preserve, 
care and value wildlife without which 
human beings would be doomed.  

Principal of  Government Higher 
Secondary School, Half  Nagarjan in 
her speech stressed on how various 
developmental activities has led to 
the degradation of  wildlife habitat 
resulting in rapid depletion of  wildlife 
in the state and stressed on the need to 
effectively conserve the same for they 
are our life resources.

A biologist from Blyth Tragopan 
and Breeding Centre Magdaline 
spoke on the distribution, population, 
reproduction, threat to bird and con-
servation status accorded to the state 
bird. She appealed to the participants 
with a special invitation to the student 
community to pass on the message of  

conservation of  the bird.
The programme was organised by 

Wildlife division, Dimapur under the 
theme “Understanding the voiceless 
animals,” with the participation of  
principal, headmaster, teachers, stu-
dents, officials and staffs from wildlife 
division, Dimapur, Blyth Tragopan 
Breeding centre, Kohima and SEFTI 
Dimapur.

As part of  Wildlife Week pro-
gramme, activities such as essay and 
drawing competition were organised 
for Junior and senior level and  open 
quiz competition with Forester-I, 
Wildlife Crime Control unit, Long-
shak as the quizmaster.

The Wildlife Warden of  Dimapur 
Caroline Angami, gave away the 
prize to the winners.

Posters, bookmarks were also dis-
tributed to all the participants. 

Altogether about 250 participants 
attended the programme.
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‘Together We Build’ by Sidelining imp. Stakeholders

The ‘Colloquium on Road 
Connectivity’ under the 
theme ‘Together we Build’ 
organized by the Govern-

ment of  Nagaland on 10 October 
at Kohima is worth encouraging. 

But when the discussion is go-
ing to be about road connectivity as 
being understood from the name of  
the meeting, why was the Depart-
ment of  Roads & Bridges not in 
the list among those invited? With 
roads and bridges collapsing eve-
rywhere in the State, the Depart-
ment of  R&B could have been in 
the must attendance list. Why only 
selected department when there 
are scores of  departments that are 

equally an important part of  the 
government?

How can we build anything to-
gether when important stakeholders 
and public organizations like Na-
galand Tribes Council, NPRAAF, 
Survival Nagaland and churches 
like the Pentecostals are sidelined?

With the current issue of  influx 
of  illegal immigrants, organiza-
tions like Survival Nagaland could 
be an important component of  
the meeting. With organizations 
like NTC and NPRAAF fighting 
against irregularities in the govern-
ment, the presence of  these NGOs 
could also have been immense.

Even though the invitation has 

been extended by the CMO, such 
selective invitation reflects a differ-
ent intention and creates doubt as 
to which organization is initiating 
such meeting behind the screen. 

Is the government in collabo-
ration with some NGOs trying to 
brainwash the selected NGOs that 
all is well in running the affairs of  
the government and that all allega-
tions against the government are 
baseless?

We must all build together com-
prehensively but not selectively.

Thejawetuo Metha
Kohima;

Chuyatha Kath
Dimapur

Balaknama – Enabling Street Children to Tell Their Own Stories, in Their Own Words

Appeal to SBI Regional Ofce 
Branch, Dimapur, Nagaland 

The Prayer of a Man in Deep  Sorrow Anxiety Caused by Childhood Bullying Declines Over Time

Written and edited by street-
children, the monthly newspaper 
reports on the injustices faced 
by them as well as on hope and 
positive change.
Shambhu was only nine when 
he and his father left Bihar for 
New Delhi in search of work. 
They settled in a make-shift 
house in Sarai Kale Khan, not 
far from the Hazrat Nizamuddin 
railway station. Soon, Shambhu 
picked up petty work on the sta-
tion to make ends meet. Back 
then he was then known as the 
skinny boy from Bihar. Today, 
he is fondly called the ‘editor sa-
hab‘ of Balaknama, a monthly 
bilingual newspaper run by 
street-children. Today, 17-year-
old Shambhu leaves home at 
5 am to wash cars in Jangpura 
Extension and then resumes his 
work as the editor. “This is the 
66th English edition,” he says 
proudly, holding up a copy of  

the paper. “Our motive is to take 
the voices of the street children 
to the government”.

The first edition of  Balakna-
ma came out in September 
2003 when members of  Badhte 
Kadam, a federation of  street 
and working children founded 
in 2002 by the NGO Childhood 
Enhancement Through Train-
ing and Action (CHETNA), 
sought a way to tell their sto-
ries, in their own words, to the 
world. The newspaper is now 
run by more than 60 reporters 
between the ages of  12 and 20, 
based in Delhi, Haryana, Uttar 
Pradesh and Madhya Pradesh.

“Most people keep pushing 
us around like garbage because 
we beg, pick their litter and do 
‘dirty work’. They think we will 
keep doing what we are doing 
now. But we want them to know 
we have a voice and rights too,” 
says 16-year-old Jyoti, speaking 
with the confidence of  a sea-
soned reporter.

Reading and writing is a 

struggle for many of  Balakna-
ma‘s reporters, so these baa-
tuni (talkative) reporters dictate 
their stories to Jyoti and other 
reporters who write and edit 
them. “I teach them games, 
listen to their problems and tell 
mine, that is how they open up 
to me,” she says.

Besides reporting on the in-
justices faced by street-children, 
the paper also aims to highlight 
stories of  hope and positive 
change. Positive reports, like 
acts of  bravery and generosity 
by fellow youngsters, get priori-
tised.

A few years ago, one story 
revealed how children living 
at railway stations were being 
forced to retrieve dead bodies of  
people who were killed on the 
tracks. The mainstream media 
picked up Balaknama’s report, 
leading to a huge public outcry. 
Eventually, the National Com-
mittee for Protection of  Child 
Rights stepped in and took ac-
tion against the police.

Over 5,000 copies in Hindi 
and 3,000 copies in English of  
are published each month of  the 
16-page paper, which is priced 
at Rs 5. Balaknama makes no 
profit and in entirely funded by 
CHETNA. Shambhu and his 
team of 14 reporters meet every 
Saturday in a run-down base-
ment of  a south Delhi home 
to discuss news from over the 
week. They also meet on the 
25th of  every month to decide 
on the layout and content of  
the newspaper. Like all editors, 
Shambhu’s biggest struggle is to 
decide which story goes on the 
front page. “All reporters want 
their story on the front page,” 
he says laughingly.

After Balaknama is pub-
lished, Deepak, who is in charge 
of  distribution, first hands out 
copies to the street children, or 
as he puts it, “to those who the 
newspaper belongs”. It is then 
sent to NGOs, government of-
fices, schools and colleges, and 
is sold in markets across the 

city.
Globally, 700 million chil-

dren have had their childhoods 
curtailed early. India ranks 
116th among 172 countries as-
sessed for threats to childhood. 
Thirty one million of  the coun-
try’s children are part of  the 
workforce. Balaknama aims 
to foster a feeling of  empow-
erment among these children. 
For instance, Shambhu learnt 
how to read and write when he 
became a reporter. The paper is 
also editorially independent – 
the children decide what goes 
in it.

The newspaper also focuses 
on larger policy-level issues like 
sexual abuse and police brutali-
ty. It led a campaign to get street 
kids registered for Aadhaar a 
few years back. Their current 
focus is on the issue of  child 
labour. The team did some re-
search and found 100 child la-
bour hotspots in south Delhi. 
They even took photographs of  
the children as evidence.

India’s estimated 400,000 
street-children are ignored 
when authorities talk about 
child rights. According to a 
study by NGO Save the Chil-
dren and the Institute for Hu-
man Development, the national 
capital is home to over 50,000 
street children – constituting 
0.4% of Delhi’s population. 
“The government has no of-
ficial record of  the number 
of  kids who live on streets”, 
says Sanjay Gupta, founder 

of  CHETNA. Jyoti adds, “We 
want that nothing stops a child 
from living his/her dream”.

Shambhu, who is now 
studying for his class 10 exams, 
was recently invited to speak at 
a TED talk event in Chennai. 
“When these children voted for 
me to be the editor, it was the 
best moment of  my life. I went 
home and danced the whole 
night,” Shambhu recalls. He 
adds, “Balaknama has given us 
wings”.

Over the past several 
months the general public 
of  Kiphire has been wit-
nessing drastic improve-

ment and growth at SBI Kiphire 
Bank Branch. The Bank has been 
forging ahead towards newer tech-
nology and newer banking mod-
els replacing the outdated bank 
end processes to customer friendly 
processes to help improve the total 
customer experience. However, to 
support the growing demand and 
need of  all segments of  people busi-
nesspersons, students, service per-
sonnel and general public the bank 
has expressed shortage of  man-
power to accommodate all customer 

needs. Shortage of  manpower and 
non-availability of  sufficient branch 
staff  has affected in providing need-
ful services and also in facilitating 
implementation of  various banking 
products and schemes to the cus-
tomers.  

Kiphire is a far flung district and 
SBI Kiphire being the only leading 
bank that caters to people covering 
about 60 villages and 5 towns SBI 
authority should give due considera-
tion and more favour accorded to the 
lone branch by deploying sufficient 
staff  and by providing facilities that 
are lacking to further strengthen the 
branch especially when it is in the de-
veloping stage. 

Recalling previous hardship con-
fronted by the bank when the branch 
functioned for nearly three months 
without a Branch Manger (BM) as the 
incumbent retired with no reliever in 
his place, much inconvenience was 
caused to the customers and also to 
the branch staffs. Keeping in view the 
difficulty bank branch and citizens 
had to undergo, we implore upon the 
competent authority of  SBI institution 
that in the event of  impending move 
by the authority to transfer the Branch 
Manger or other bank official the in-
cumbent be allowed to remain in the 
branch until the reliever take charge. 

Media Cell 
Citizens' Welfare Society 

My soul is weary with sorrow; strengthen 
me according to your word. Psalm 119:28

Everything we face in this life 
bears testimony of  the wounds 
and hurts within. If  we are to 
speak of  the sorrows of  the 

world, the church and even individu-
als, its response will be many. The joys 
of  the redeemed are many and so are 
their sorrows. The book of  Ecclesiastes 
says “ For with much wisdom comes 
much sorrow; the more the knowledge, 
the more grief. (Ecclesiastes 1:18) The 
prophets were familiar with sorrows, 
so were the apostles and as members of  
Christ’ body we are not strangers to the 
realities of  it. There will be none who 
hasn’t experienced it and as the deliverer 
came for this cause, so must our eyes be 

fixed on the author of  it. We face it and 
wed know how it feels like to be filled 
with grief. It is this truth that, none 
will ever understand our sufferings like 
Christ does, and as it is our eyes must be 
fixed on God’s promise. The desire to be 
lifted up comes most when our bodies 
cling to the ground and our soul thirst 
for the eternal. 

Thus in the latter verses of  the 
119th Psalms , it is written “ My eyes 
fail looking for your promise; I say, “ 
when will you comfort me? Though I 
am like a wineskin in the smoke, I do 
not forget your decrees. How long must 
your servant wait? When will you pun-
ish my persecutors? The arrogant dig 
pitfalls for me, contrary to your law. ( 
119:82-85 ) This speaks of  anguish, an 
anguish which is not world centred, 
but God centred. The faith of  this verse 
says “ I know my God and even if  my 

body clings to the dust now, I know I 
shall surely be lifted up.” Further in the 
50th verse it is written “ My comfort in 
my suffering is this: your promise pre-
serves my life.” ( v 50 ) The truth of  this 
scripture is that it is all about faith, trust 
and love. And though its nature is also 
a consuming fire, its relationship with 
God’s people is a mystery. For as there 
are much sorrows, the promise of  com-
fort are much and as persecutions are 
many, the language of  deliverance are 
also at its fore.  Thus even in sorrows, 
God’s people has hope but the wicked 
does not and even in threat, the Church 
has victory but not so for the world. The 
beloved of  God must know that even in 
sorrows there is joy. As a result of  this, 
the faith of  the redeemed  ought to be 
focused not in fear but in God’s promise. 
The language of  God is the only way of  
victory and deliverance.

Do you suffer from 
anxiety and depres-
sion as a result of  be-
ing bullied as a child? 

Take heart, these mental health 
disorders may not continue but 
decrease over time, suggests a 
study.

The study found that the det-
rimental effects of  bullying de-
creased over time, which shows 
the potential for resilience in 
children exposed to bullying.

"While our findings show 
that being bullied leads to detri-
mental mental health outcomes, 
they also offer a message of  hope 
by highlighting the potential for 
resilience," said author Jean-
Baptiste Pingault at the Univer-
sity College London (Psychology 
and Language Sciences).

"Bullying certainly causes 

suffering, but the impact on men-
tal health decreases over time, so 
children are able to recover in the 
medium term."

The study, published in 
JAMA Psychiatry, involved 
11,108 participants from the 
Twins Early Development Study 
(TEDS).

By surveying twins, research-
ers were able to look at the as-
sociations between bullying and 
mental health outcomes and 
then account for the confound-
ing effects of  their genes. 

Both children and their par-
ents filled out a questionnaire: 
at age 11 and 14 they were asked 
about peer victimisation and at 
11 and 16 they were asked about 
mental health difficulties.

The effect sizes were stronger 
before controlling for shared en-

vironmental factors and genetics, 
confirming that bullying itself  is 
only partly to blame for the poor 
mental health outcomes experi-
enced by bullied children.

The researchers found that 
once confounding factors were 
removed, there remained a caus-
al contribution of  exposure to 
bullying to concurrent anxiety, 
depression, hyperactivity and 
impulsivity, inattention and con-
duct problems. 

Two years later, the impact 
on anxiety persisted. Five years 
later, there was no longer an ef-
fect on any of  those outcomes, 
but 16-year-olds who had been 
bullied at age 11 remained more 
likely to have paranoid thoughts 
or cognitive disorganisation.

Source: IANS

DAILY
PATH

An offering given in faithful obedience is just right.

When my husband and I were first asked to host a small group in our home, my im-
mediate reaction was to decline. I felt inadequate. We didn’t have seats for everyone; 
our home was small and couldn’t hold many people. I didn’t know whether we had 
the skills to facilitate the discussion. I worried that I’d be asked to prepare food, 

something for which I lacked both passion and funds. I didn’t feel like we had “enough” to do 
it. I didn’t feel I was “enough” to do it. But we wanted to give to God and our community, so 
despite our fears, we agreed. Over the next five years we found great joy in welcoming the group 
into our living room.
I observe similar reluctance and doubt in the man who brought bread to God’s servant, Eli-

sha. Elisha had instructed him to give it to the people, but the man questioned whether twenty 
loaves could feed so many—one hundred men. He seems to have been tempted to withhold the 
food because—in his human understanding—it wouldn’t be sufficient. Yet it was more than 
enough (2 Kings 4:44), because God took his gift, given in obedience, and made it enough.
When we feel inadequate, or think what we have to offer isn’t sufficient, let’s remember that 

God asks us to give what we have in faithful obedience. He is the one who makes it “enough.”

Enough
BIBLE READ:   2 KINGS 4:42–44  
THOUGHT FOR TODAY:

They ate and had some left over, according to 
the word of the Lord.     

~ 2 Kings 4:44

Selection into Indian Administrative Service (IAS) from Non-State Civil Services (Non-SCS) 

The Confederation of  All Nagaland 
State Services Employees' Associa-
tion (CANSSEA), the Nagaland Sec-
retariat Service Association (NSSA), 

the Nagaland Finance &Accounts Services 
Association (NF&ASA) and the Federation 
of  Nagaland State Engineers Services Associ-
ation (FONSESA) issue this brief  write-up on 
selection into the IAS from the other services 
i.e Non SCS for the benefit of  its members 
serving across the State and for the general 
awareness of  all concerned. 

The Selection into the IAS is governed 
by the IAS (Recruitment) Rules, 1954, the 
IAS (Appointment by Selection) Regula-
tions, 1997 and the IAS (Fixation of  Cadre 
Strength) Regulations, 1955: 

1. The IAS (Recruitment Rules), 1954, 
Rule 4 (1) (c) prescribes recruitment:"by se-
lection, in special cases from among persons, 
who hold in a substantive capacity gazetted 
posts in connection with the affairs of  a State 
and who are not members of  a State Civil 
Service". 

Rule 8 (2) provisions Recruitment by 
selection for appointment to State Cadre:- 
"The Central Government may, in special 
circumstances and on the recommendation 

of  the State Government concerned and in 
consultation with the Commission and in ac-
cordance with such regulations as the Central 
Government may, after consultation with 
the State Government and the Commission, 
from time to time, make, recruit to the Service 
any person of  outstanding ability and merit 
serving in connection with the affairs of  the 
State who is not a member of  the State Civil 
Service of  that State [but who holds a gazet-
ted post in a substantive capacity]". 

Rule 9 (1).The number of  persons recruit-
ed under rule 8 in any State or group of  States 
shall not, at any time, exceed 33.33 % of the 
number of  senior posts under the State Gov-
ernment, Central Deputation Reserve, State 
Deputation Reserve and Training Reserve in 
relation to that State or to the group of  States, 
in the Schedule to the Indian Administrative 
Service (Fixation of  Cadre Strength) Regula-
tions, 1955: Provided that the number of  per-
sons recruited under sub-rule (2) of  the rule 8 
shall not at any time exceed fifteen per cent of  
the number of  persons recruited under rule 8. 

2. In terms of  the provisions of  IAS (Ap-
pointment by Selection) Regulations 1997, 
Regulation 4 (1) a Non-State Civil Service 
Officer is eligible to be considered for selec-

tion to the Indian Administrative Service, 
provided he/she- (i) is of  outstanding merit 
and ability; and (ii) holds a Gazetted post 
in a substantive capacity; and (iii) has com-
pleted not less than 8 years of  continuous 
service under the State Government on the 
first day of  January of  the year in which his 
case is being considered in any post which 
has been declared equivalent to the post of  
Deputy Collector in the State Civil Service 
and propose the person for consideration of  
the Committee. and (iv) has not attained the 
age of  56 years (amendments to the IAS Se-
lection Regulations dated 17.03.2015 and the 
clarification dated 20.03.2015 issued thereto 
by the DoP&T, Government of  India) on the 
1st day of  the January of  the year for which 
the Select List is to be prepared.

3. The IAS (Fixation of  Cadre Strength) 
Regulations, 1955 as amended from time to 
time reviews the Cadre strength for a particu-
lar State. The tabulation below indicates the 
cadre strength and the percentage for selec-
tion of  Non-SCS in the State of  Nagaland: 

As seen from the Table above, the Non-
SCS has been deprived of  the prescribed limit 
for selection into IAS despite the periodical 
review of  the cadre strength and therefore, the 

four Associations has drawn the attention of  
the Government to recommend for allocation 
of  the two vacant posts arising from the retire-
ment of  inducted IAS officers and within the 
limits prescribed under Rules. 

4. The Confederation of  Associations, 
meanwhile, acknowledges the Government 
of  Nagaland, for advertising the vacancy of  
1 post vide P&AR Department Vacancy Cir-
cular No. PAR-A/01/2017 dated 30/5/17 in-
viting eligible non-SCS officers for the Select 
List 2016 to fill up the vacancy. And further 
thank the Government for the commitment 
to deliver justice to the Non-State Civil Serv-
ices and understanding that the constituted 
Cabinet Sub-Committee shall also expedite 
the already delayed recommendation so as to 
let the recruitment process come to its logical 
end as per the laid down Rules in letter and 

spirit. 
Through this write-up, the CANSSEA, 

NSSA, NF&ASA, FONSESA earnestly ap-
peal all its members to continue to deliver 
public service with diligence and dedication 
irrespective of  the nature and place of  work 
while encouraging the young and upcoming 
officers to also aspire for selection into the 
Indian Administrative Service and shoulder 
higher responsibilities. 

Dr. Zase Chusi
President, CANSSEA;

Johnny Humtsoe
President, NSSA;

R.N. Yanthan
President, NF&ASA;

Er. Y. Tep
President, FONSESA

SI. No
Year of  
Cadre 
Review

Total IAS 
Cadre 
strength

Limit of  33.3% 
for promotion 
incl. selection

Limit of  15% (out of  
33.3%) for selection 
of  Non-SCS

Non-SCS 
in position

Remarks

1 Pre-2010 70 21 3 2 Less (-)1

2 2010 91 27 4 2 (-) 2

3 2015 94 28 4 2 (-) 2 

Le  to right: Shambhu, Deepak, Jyo  and Chetan at their office in south Delhi. 
Credit: The Wire.
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Today’s ASTRO-PREDICTION

ARIES (MAR 21 - APR 19): If  you’re trying 
to learn a computer program, you might ob-
sess about it. In fact, it might even haunt your 
dreams. It could be frustrating, dreaming about 

math and computers when you’re more used to vivid im-
ages, but look at the dreams anyway. Should your mind 
be operating in a more scientific manner right now? Does 
something in your life not “add up”?

TAURUS (APR 20 - MAY 20): A social event 
today could put you in touch with fascinating 
new people in interesting fields. Intriguing dis-
cussions could take place throughout the eve-

ning. The only problem is if  you go there with a partner, 
you probably won’t see much of  him or her. You might 
get involved in separate conversations that last for hours. 
You’ll have a lot to share later!

GEMINI (MAY 21 - JUN 21): Equipment 
you’ve come to depend on in your daily life might 
suddenly go down today. This might throw you 
into a panic, but don’t fall into this trap. Phone a 

friend who knows about these things or bring in a profes-
sional. At times like this, it’s best not to agonize over a mal-
function but to just get it taken care of as quickly as possible.

CANCER (JUN 22 - JUL 22): Romantic 
matters suddenly take a turn for the better 
as a long, fascinating conversation takes 
place between you and your partner. This 

could involve a subject that intrigues you both, so let 
the information fly! The discussion could end with 
plans to dig up more facts on the subject. What you 
find will probably bring up more questions than an-
swers!

LEO (JUL 23 - AUG 22): Excitement mounts 
in your household when some new equip-
ment comes into your possession. This could 
involve a computer, phone, or some other de-

vice. This could make a big different to everyone, but 
make sure you don’t treat it like a toy. You’ll want it to 
last a while!

VIRGO (AUG 23 - SEP 22): Expect a full 
day of  activity. You might spend a lot of  time 
on the phone, perhaps making arrangements 
for a social event. There may also be a num-

ber of  errands to run, though there could be some dif-
ficulty with them. Perhaps some items you need are 
out of  stock. You’ll still feel productive by day’s end.

LIBRA (SEP 23 - OCT 22): This could be a 
lucky day as far as money matters are con-
cerned. Perhaps a sum you were expecting and 
gave up on will arrive unexpectedly, or a chance 

to earn some extra income could come up. There might 
be paperwork involved, and the circumstances may be un-
usual, but don’t be intimidated. Think of this as the day 
you grabbed the gold ring!

SCORPIO (OCT 23 - NOV 21): You tend to 
be unconventional, but today you could outdo 
even you. A spiritual experience could be at 
the heart of  it. You’re changing in ways that 

are obvious to everyone. Don’t worry if  they’re confused. 
You’ll be confused, too. Think of  yourself  as a caterpillar 
becoming a butterfly! The transition may be strange, but 
the butterfly is far lovelier than the caterpillar!

SAGITTARIUS (NOV 22 - DEC 21): Unusual 
dreams, visions, and audio phenomena may come 
to you today. You might think you’re hearing voic-
es. Before jumping to conclusions, rule out any 

logical conditions. You’re not crazy. This probably indicates 
a growing psychic awareness. You should write down what 
you see, hear, or learn during this time. It could be valuable.

CAPRICORN (DEC 22 - JAN 19): Some 
fascinating news could reach you today 
through a friend or group activity. This 
could involve something close to home or 

an intellectual subject, perhaps one discussed by the 
group. You’ll want to tell others as soon as you can. 
Make sure of  your facts before you do. Some of  them 
may be garbled.

AQUARIUS (JAN 20 - FEB 18): Knowledge 
of  a specialized nature could come into your 
possession today. At some point you could 
be the center of  attention. Everyone, includ-

ing those with influence over your career, wants to know 
what’s going on. You’ll tell your story and everyone will 
be rapt, hanging on your every word, expecting answers 
without even knowing the questions.

PISCES (FEB 19 - MAR 20): If  you’ve wanted 
to take a class in astrology, science, or comput-
ers, it’s time to sign up. If  you’re already taking 
such a class, expect a fascinating, stimulating 

discussion in connection with it. Make sure you take 
notes, as you won’t want to forget this information as 
soon as you hear it.

Rebecca Boyle | Aeon

Sound dominated my senses as we left 
the village of  San Pedro de Atacama 
and walked into the desert night. The 
crunch of  shoes on gravel underlay 

our voices, which were hushed to avoid wak-
ing any households or street dogs. Our small 
group of  astronomy writers was escaping 
from light and, without any flashlights or 
streetlamps, we struggled to see, so our other 
senses were heightened. Land that looked red 
by day was now monochromatic, the rods in 
our retinas serving as our only visual input.

After about 15 minutes of  hiking, we 
stopped to take some pictures of  the sky. 
I fumbled with my gear and tried to get my 
bearings, but everything was alien. I was hor-
ribly jet-lagged after 10 hours hunched against 
the window of a 757, another two-hour flight 
north from Santiago and a two-hour bus ride, 
and it wan’t just my oxygen-hungry brain that 
put me out of  sorts. The Atacama Desert 
looked like Mars as drawn by Dr Seuss; I 
was surrounded by wrong-coloured cliffs and 
swirling rock formations. But I was deter-
mined to photograph something even more 
bizarre: the Large Magellanic Cloud, a dwarf  
galaxy you can see only from the southern 
hemisphere. I perched my camera on a rock 
and aimed at the sky, but the cosmic smudge 
would not resolve in my viewfinder. I stood, 
brushed dirt from my jeans, and looked up.

The unfamiliar sky momentarily took 
away what little breath I had left at 8,000 feet 
in elevation. Above the horizon was the con-
spicuous Southern Cross. Orion was there, 
too, but looked as disoriented as I felt, upside 
down to the world. And there were so many 
constellations I’d never seen, with hopeful, 
Latinate names such as Dorado and Reticu-
lum. Countless stars blazed into view as I 
stared into the smear of  the Milky Way.

To most people who have travelled outside 
the developed world – whether to camp or to 
meditate or to hunt – such bright and plenti-
ful stars are a glorious sight. But this beauty 
instilled in me a creeping sense of  guilt. At 
home, 1,500 miles north, I wouldn’t recognise 
such spangled heavens. From where I live in 
the American Midwest, the stars might as well 
not exist. After journeying millions of  years, 
their light is swallowed by city glare and my 
porch lantern. Those that make it through 
will still fail: not even bright Betelgeuse can 
outshine my iPhone. Yet I am an astronomy 
writer, a person who thinks about stars and 
planets all the time. What does my neglect of  
the night sky say about the rest of  humanity?

‘We are all descended from astronomers,’ 
the astrophysicist Neil deGrasse Tyson in-
tones in the rebooted version of  the TV show 
Cosmos. This is as poetic as it is true. Every-
one owns the night sky; it was the one natural 
realm all our ancestors could see and know 
intimately. No river, no grand mountain or 
canyon, not even the oceans can claim that. 
But since Edison’s light bulbs colonised our 
cities, the vast majority of  humans has ceased 
to see those skies. More than 60 per cent of  
the world, and fully 99 per cent of  the US and 
Europe, lives under a yellowy sky polluted 
with light. For many of  us, the only place to 
see the milky backbone of  our own galaxy 
is on the ceiling of  a planetarium. Although 
humans are diurnal, factories and Twitter 
and hospitals and CNN are not, so we must 
conquer the darkness. As a result, almost 
everything industrialised people build is lit 
up at night. Malls, hospitals, car dealerships. 
Streets, bridges, air and sea ports. Buildings 
on a skyline. These artificial lights identify 
our cities all the way from the moon. If  aliens 
ever do drop by, this might be their first sign 
that someone is home.

But cosmology, the study and interpreta-
tion of  the universe, has always depended on 
a star-choked dark sky. Ancient civilisations 
from the Greeks to the Pawnee looked to the 
stars and saw not only creation tales, but ac-
tive participants in their lives. Christians, who 
invest great meaning in the good of  light and 
the evil of  darkness, spread a starry message, 
too: the star of  Bethlehem as a beacon to sal-
vation. A millennium and a half  later, Galileo 
looked up and saw a new version of  the cos-
mos, breaking the dawn of  modern science. 
And Edwin Hubble discovered the expansion 
of  the universe by the candlelight of  superno-
vas. All of  this happened under virginal skies 
and, by any measure, we don’t have those 
anymore. We look at our glowing rectangles, 
and we opt out of  that shared heritage.

Nowhere is light pollution more apparent, 

almost achingly so, than in satellite images of  
the Earth from space. The continental United 
States seems to split in half: the eastern side 
is brighter than the west, except for the klieg 
lights of  Las Vegas. Highways innervate 
America, connecting luminous dots of  small 
towns and big cities. Across the Atlantic, Eu-
rope shimmers. Moscow is a radiant nine-
pointed star. The Nile Delta glows like a dan-
delion sprouting from mostly indigo Africa. 
Farther east, Hong Kong and Shanghai are 
ablaze, and the demilitarised zone separates 
dark North Korea from South Korea more 
cleanly than if  the peninsula had been cleft in 
two. Developed society, it’s clear, is where the 
light is.

Human-controlled light has pierced the 
night for thousands of  years, long before 
Edison. Campfires warmed our ancestors’ 
feet and cooked their meals; the Harvard an-
thropologist Richard Wrangham argues in 
his book Catching Fire (2009) that gathering 
around a flame to eat and to commune with 
others is, in fact, what made us human. Not 
just fellowship but safety has long been the 
primary rationale for pushing back the night. 
‘Evil spirits love not the smell of  lamps,’ as 
Plato put it. Comforting, lambent lamplight 
led us safely home by tattling on the people 
and potholes and animals that would other-
wise do us harm. By the early 17th century, 
residents of  cities such as Paris and London 
were admonished to keep lights burning 
in the windows of  all houses that faced the 
streets, as the historian A Roger Ekirch notes 
in his book At Day’s Close: Night in Times 
Past (2005). Taxpayers funded oil lamps and 
candlelit lanterns for the avenues, while only 
genteel households could afford fine beeswax 
or spermaceti candles; most people relied on 
tallow, made from animal fat.

Despite their utility, these artificial lights 
were sources of  danger in their own right. 
Huge swathes of  cities – notably London and 
Chicago – were consumed in conflagrations 
that started as accidents, born of  the neces-
sity of  using flames to see. By the 1800s, gas 
lamps reduced fire risks, but cities were by no 
means safer from crime; gaslit London in the 
late 1880s, full of  foggy halos casting shadows 
down dark alleys, is as famous for murder as 
anything else. Even now, artificial light pro-
vides an artificial sense of  security. A 1997 
report from the US National Institute of  Jus-
tice found no conclusive correlation between 
night-time lighting and crime rates. The Inter-
national Dark Sky Association, a dedicated 
group of  night-time advocates, points out that 
bright, glaring lamps create sharper contrasts 
between light and darkness, blinding drivers 
and homeowners alike.

And even so – what price safety! A young 
but rapidly growing field of  research suggests 
that night-time light itself  is far more danger-
ous than the dark. In a 2012 report, an Amer-
ican Medical Association committee called 
electric lighting a ‘man-made self-experiment’ 
creating potentially harmful health effects. 
Humans, and everything else that lives on 
this planet with us, evolved during billions 
of  years along a reliable cycle of  day and 
night, with clear boundaries between them. 
Staunching the flood of  artificial light can 
help restore this divide. Our well-being, and 
that of  our fellow creatures, might depend 
on us doing so – or at the very least trying. 
The loss of  night-time darkness neglects our 
shared past, but it might very well cut short 
our futures too.

The midnight desert was quiet while I 
knelt with my camera last spring, but the At-
acama was far from asleep. Beetles and red 
scorpions scuttled across the dirt. Vallenar 
toads crouched on the lomas. South Ameri-
can grey foxes sniffed the earth, hunting furry 
viscachas and Darwin’s leaf-eared mice. Great 
horned owls circled overhead, hunting the ro-
dents and the foxes. Nocturnal animals such 
as these make up 30 per cent of  all vertebrates 
and 60 per cent of  all invertebrates on Earth, 
according to an estimate by the German bi-
ologist Franz Hölker and colleagues. These 
night-dwellers are the most obvious victims 
of  artificial light. Light pollution interferes 
with their natural rhythms in myriad ways.

To gauge levels of  light pollution, scien-
tists use lux, which is a measurement of  il-
luminance that counts how many photons 
per second strike our eyes. As an example, the 
planet Venus, at its brightest, produces 0.0001 
lux. In the natural nightscape, plants and ani-
mals are exposed to light levels that max out 
around 0.1 to 0.3 lux, during the week around 
full moon. By contrast, a typical shopping 
mall gushes 10 to 20 lux at night. That is 

200,000 times brighter than the illuminance 
of  a moonless evening.

For migratory birds that fly at night, artifi-
cial light is a deadly siren. In New York every 
September, columns of  light shine skyward in 
tribute to the destroyed World Trade Center 
towers. Tens of  thousands of  migrating birds, 
trying to navigate by the moon and stars, fly 
into the beams and circle, zombie-like, until 
someone shuts the lights off. Birds also collide 
with glittering buildings and lighthouses and 
are stunned, falling to their deaths. It is such a 
widespread problem that cities from Toronto 
to Chicago adopt lights-out campaigns during 
peak migrations.

Sea turtles also need a dark sky atlas to 

find their way. Newly hatched on the Atlantic 
coast, they are confused by beaches bathed in 
light and follow a false moon, turning away 
from the safety of  the sea. Florida wildlife 
officials and even NASA have spent decades 
trying to build better beach embankments, us-
ing old railcars, driftwood and sand dunes to 
mask the artificial light streaming from high-
ways and launch pads.

Almost all bat species are nocturnal, hunt-
ing out insects, frogs, nectar, pollen, fruit and 
other bats when it is dark. Omnivorous bats 
use echolocation rather than vision to track 
their prey, but extra light is far from helpful. In-
sect-eating bats chose different foraging routes 
to avoid just 0.4 lux of light, according to a 
2009 study led by Emma Stone of the Univer-
sity of Bristol. Fruit bats avoid the glare, too. 
Costa Rican short-tailed bats, given a choice 
between pepper plants growing in the dark and 
plants illuminated by sodium lamps, chose the 
dark twice as often. There are ecological con-
sequences: changing their flight paths alters the 
‘seed rain’, showered by defecating bats, that 
can be crucial to recolonising clear-cut rainfor-
est. Along with changing the eating habits of  
bats, light can have direct physiological effects, 
another study found. Juvenile bats that hailed 
from illuminated buildings were smaller – their 
wings were shorter and they weighed less – 
than those born to the dark.

For pelagic ocean animals, who live in the 
liminal space between the surface and the sea 
floor, the light of  the moon and the sun are 
the only landmarks. Dazzling boats in coastal 
waters – another luminous activity visible 
from space – lure fish to the surface and into 
nets, but also interfere with marine organ-
isms’ navigation, hunting and mating habits.

Including moths to a flame, nocturnal 
invertebrates are the most well-recognised 
examples of  creatures disoriented by light. 
Insects congregate around light sources until 
they die of  exhaustion (or, caught in the spot-
light, are eaten by birds and bats). In a 2012 
study, the Exeter scientist Jonathan Bennie 
found that light pollution changed the com-
position of  ecological communities among 
five major invertebrate groups. ‘Street lighting 
changes the environment at higher levels of  
biological organisation than previously recog-
nised,’ Bennie and his co-authors wrote, ‘rais-
ing the potential that it can alter the structure 
and function of  ecosystems.’

This is true for diurnal creatures, too. 
Animals that make their living during the 
day are still disrupted by artificial night-time 
light. Occasionally, artificial light can be ben-
eficial by extending the hours of  day – in a 
2012 study, the biologist Ross Dwyer and his 
colleagues at the University of  Exeter found 
a waterbird called the common redshank 
foraged longer and more effectively at night 
along an industrialised Scottish estuary. But 
as with the insects, this carries consequences 
for the broader ecosystem.

On land, artificial lighting causes a cas-
cade of  negative physiological changes in 
diurnal creatures, many brought about by 
delayed release of  the hormone melatonin. 
Davide Dominoni and his colleagues at the 
Max Planck Institute in Germany found it 
was suppressed in European blackbirds ex-
posed to just 0.3 lux at night. These birds de-
veloped their reproductive systems a month 
earlier, and moulted earlier, than birds kept in 
the dark. A different study, by Travis 
Longcore of  the Urban Wildlands 
Group in Los Angeles, found that 
blue tits under the influence of  street-
lamps laid their eggs earlier than 
those experiencing dark nights. And 

in mammals, from mice to men, the effects of  
melatonin suppression might be far worse.

A growing body of  evidence shows that 
light pollution exacerbates, and might di-
rectly cause, cancer, obesity, and depression, 
the troublesome triumvirate of  industrialised 
society. One of  the first people to notice this 
correlation, at least as it applies to cancer, is 
Richard Stevens, a professor at the University 
of  Connecticut, respected cancer epidemiolo-
gist, and mild insomniac. In the early 1980s, 
Stevens and other researchers were beginning 
to realise there was little or no connection be-
tween diet and rising rates of  breast cancer, 
contrary to what had been suspected. As Ste-
vens puts it, it was like a light bulb going on 
when he realised that, in fact, a light bulb go-
ing on might be a culprit.

‘I really did wake up in the middle of  the 
night in my apartment in Washington state, 
and realise I could read a newspaper by the 
light from a street light. And I wondered, 
what’s that?’ he told me. ‘So I started call-
ing around. I started to learn about circadian 
rhythmicity. And about this hormone called 
melatonin.’ His 1987 paper ‘Electric Power 
Use and Breast Cancer: A Hypothesis’ was 
one of  the first to report the potential connec-
tion between rising cancer rates and artificial 
night-time light exposure, something he and 
others have continued to report in the inter-
vening 27 years.

Melatonin is produced in the pineal gland, 
a small pine-cone-shaped knob in the centre 
of  the vertebrate brain. It is derived from se-
rotonin, a neurotransmitter that is involved in 
mood and appetite. And melatonin is an anti-
oxidant, which protects DNA from damage; 
this has important implications for cancer bi-
ology. Stevens has published research demon-
strating melatonin can prevent breast tumours 
in rats. But the hormone’s chief  role is in reg-
ulating the daily sleep-wake cycle by causing 
drowsiness and lowering core body tempera-
ture. Melatonin has the same basic function 
in people, birds, fish, amphibians, and other 
mammals. Production of  melatonin should 
begin at dusk, when we are supposed to sleep. 
Light – not wakefulness itself, but light – shuts 
it off, as Stevens emphasised to me.

A remarkably recent discovery helps ex-
plain what’s going on. In 2000, scientists no-
ticed a light-capturing pigment, which they 
called melanopsin, in the retina. It’s a differ-
ent pigment from the types in our cone- and 
rod-shaped photoreceptors, which helped me 
see the monochrome landscape of  the mid-
night Atacama. In 2002, the biologists David 
Berson of  Brown University and Samer Hat-
tar of  Johns Hopkins University rediscovered 
a special type of  cell that uses this pigment 
(they were first described, but then forgot-
ten, in 1923). They were dubbed ‘intrinsically 
photosensitive retinal ganglion cells’ – simply 
put, they have nothing to do with vision, but 
they sense light, whose presence they com-
municate directly to the brain. Blue light, to 
be specific. By studying the eyes of  primitive 
creatures such as lampreys and hagfish, scien-
tists can tell that these special cells have been 
present in the vertebrate retina for at least 500 
million years. This means that since the dawn 
of  backboned animals, all such creatures have 
been equipped to track the day and night, and 
calibrate their metabolic cycles accordingly.

When you think about the fact that hu-

mans figured out fire 250,000 years ago and 
electricity just 130 years ago, the importance 
of light to our brains and biology starts to be-
come clearer. As Stevens puts it, circadian biol-
ogy is at the core of all biology, human biology 
included. Randy Nelson, a circadian biologist 
at Ohio State University, has been studying 
light’s effects on depression and obesity since 
2004, when one of his graduate students was 
hospitalised for a staph infection. The student 
complained bitterly about the bright lights in 
his room and in the hospital hallway, which 
robbed him of sleep and stressed him out. 
Nelson and another graduate student, Laura 
Fonken, decided to investigate this complaint 
using rodents as experimental subjects. They 
found that mice who were exposed to constant 
bright light exhibited depressive symptoms, be-
having listlessly and ignoring their sugar-water 
treats. Remarkably, they then found that the 
same happened when the mice were exposed 
to only 5 lux at night, when the animals were 
normally active. This is equivalent, Fonken 
notes, to leaving a television on in your bed-
room, or a computer screen next to your head 
as you nod off. Later, the team worked with di-
urnal Nile grass rats instead of nocturnal mice, 
and found the same thing. The rats exhibited 
not only depression, but demonstrable changes 
in neuronal connectivity in the hippocampus, 
the part of the brain involved in learning, 
memory and affective responses.

Along the way, Fonken also noticed 
something unexpected: the light-exposed ro-
dents got fat, even though they were eating 
the same number of  calories as their dark-
sequestered mates. What changed was their 
circadian rhythms; like a snacky night owl, 
they were eating when they should have been 
inactive, upending their digestive and meta-
bolic activity. One side effect of  inbreeding 
lab mice is that some of  them do not produce 
melatonin, Fonken told me, which means 
something else might have been interrupt-
ing their internal timepieces. Fonken looked 
at gene expression and noticed changes in a 
gene known helpfully as CLOCK (Circadian 
Locomotor Output Cycles Kaput), among 
others. Messenger RNA molecules were ac-
tivated by light, switching multiple genes on 
or off  to regulate circadian rhythms. Fonken 
guards against drawing too many human con-
clusions from these rodent studies, but epide-
miological evidence suggests the implications 
for people could be profound.

‘Rather than falling, night, to the watch-
ful eye, rises,’ writes Ekirch in At Day’s Close. 
Shadows creep up lows and valleys first, then 
consume hillsides and houses and the tall-
est buildings. Muted greys and deeper blues 
chase off  the sun until finally the sky leaks no 
colour. When we sleep according to a solar 
cycle, melatonin production follows this pat-
tern, rising with the night. But artificial light 
tamps it down. This is frustratingly apparent 
for a special class of  humans who experience 
sunsets every 90 minutes: astronauts.

One of  the most frequent complaints of  
orbital crew members is insomnia; they pop 
sleeping pills on a regular basis, and still 
get only about six hours of  shuteye, though 
they’re allotted eight. Steven W Lockley, a 
Harvard neuroscientist, recommends alter-
ing the light to improve matters. In 2012, he 
advised NASA engineers to change the light 
bulbs on the International Space Station to a 

type of  LED that can display blueshifted 
light during the ‘day’, when the crew is 
working, and red-shifted light when they 
need to rest. Why the difference? 

To be continued...

The End of Night

The Na onal Sleep Founda on 
says that more than 90 per cent of 
Americans regularly use some type 
of electronic device in the hour 
before bed. Photo by Rex Features
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NEWS IN BRIEF
Trade union leader Gaya Singh dies
Patna, Oct. 7 (PTI): Veteran trade union leader and 
former CPI MP Gaya Singh died in a hospital here today 
after prolonged illness, family sources said. Singh breathed 
his last at a hospital around 11 AM, a CPI statement said. 
He was 76. His wife predeceased him and he is survived 
by a son. Chief Minister Nitish Kumar condoled the death 
and said he had great contribution to the fight for the rights 
of workers in the country. The deceased CPI leader was 
a native of Alama village of Bihar’s Nalanda district. He 
started his political career in 1965-66 with the AISF, the 
student wing of the CPI. Singh served as a member of the 
Rajya Sabha. He also served as president of the All India 
Trade Union Congress (AITUC). The CPI statement said 
that his last rites would be performed in Patna tomorrow.

BJP leader shot dead in Jharkhand
Simdega (Jharkhand), Oct. 7 (PTI): A BJP leader was 
shot dead by an unidentified assailant at Lacharagarh 
of Simdega district, police said today. Manoj Nageshia 
was attacked when he was dining with his friend in his 
house last night. While the victim was being taken to 
a nearby hospital, he succumbed. In the last Assembly 
poll, Nageshia, who was the treasurer of Jharkhand BJP 
committee (ST/SC cell), had contested unsuccessfully. 
Earlier he was a Maoist, but had returned to the 
mainstream after he was released from jail. Jharkhand 
Chief  Minister Raghubar Das expressed shock and 
directed the director general of police to initiate prompt 
action to apprehend the culprit.

Woman gang raped in front of 
husband, child in UP
Lucknow, Oct. 7 (IANS): A 30-year-old woman was 
gang raped by four men in front of  her husband and 
infant son in Muzaffarnagar in Uttar Pradesh, police said 
on Saturday. The criminals intercepted the family which 
was on a bike on a deserted stretch of road and dragged 
them to a sugarcane field. They tied her husband to a tree 
and threatened to harm their child if they raised an alarm, 
the victim told the police. They then took turns to rape the 
woman. The attack took place when the victim and her 
family was on their way back from a doctor’s clinic after 
a medical check up of their child. Farmers from a nearby 
field heard their cries for help and came to their rescue but 
the four men had escaped by then. 

Boat capsizes in UP, 6 dead
Lucknow, Oct. 7 (IANS): At least six persons were 
killed and more than a dozen went missing after a boat 
capsized in Bahraich district of  Uttar Pradesh, police 
said on Saturday. The incident took place in the Saryu 
river at Pipraghat in Ramgaon. The dead include two 
children. The overcrowded boat was said to have been 
in a dilapidated condition. Most of the passengers were 
headed home after an overnight stay at the Matiyari fair, 
an annual event, a police officer said. Six bodies have been 
fished out of the water so far and those missing are being 
searched for by the PAC divers, an official said.

Five injured in UP blast
Lucknow, Oct. 7 (IANS): Five persons, including a minor, 
were seriously injured on Saturday when an illegal stockpile 
of firecrackers exploded in Deoria in Uttar Pradesh, police 
said. The incident occurred inside a house at Bhingari 
Bazaar. The crackers had been stored for Diwali, a 
police officer said. The 60-year-old Waqil, who trades in 
firecrackers, was also injured in the blaze that followed. The 
others injured included Bijlis, 25, Arman, 30, and Munnu, 
8. One person is yet to be identified. Two of them were 
reportedly in critical condition. The victims told the police 
that the explosion was triggered by a gas cylinder. 

Four of a family, guard killed in 
Delhi home
New Delhi, Oct. 7 (IANS): An 82-year-old widow, her 
three daughters and a guard were found stabbed to death 
at their house in east Delhi on Saturday morning, police 
said. Police said the bodies bore wounds inflicted with a 
sharp weapon. The five were found dead in house number 
1/561 on G.T. Road in Shahdara’s Mansarovar Park area.
The house was found ransacked but it was not known if  
any valuables were stolen. The deceased were identified 
as Urmila Jindal and her daughters Sangeeta, 56, Nupur, 
48, and Anjali, 38 and the security guard, Rakesh, 42. 
Their neighbours informed the police about the incident 
around 7 a.m. Deputy Commissioner of Police Nupur 
Prasad said the motive behind the killings was not known. 

Minor girl raped after being forced 
to drink liquor in Raj
Jaipur, Oct. 7 (PTI): A minor girl was allegedly raped in 
a car after being forced to drink liquor by her neighbour 
in Sikar district of  Rajasthan, following which the 
accused has been detained, the police said today. After 
the incident, which occurred yesterday near Gokulpura 
village, the girl fainted, following which the accused took 
her to a hospital and also called up her family, they said. 
The accused had taken the girl for a ride in his car, the 
police said. The condition of the girl was stable, while the 
accused has been detained and being interrogated, they 
said, adding a case has been registered against the accused 
under relevant sections of the IPC and the Protection of  
Children from Sexual Offences (POCSO) Act.

Man batters mother to death on 
suspicion of character, held
Raigad (C’garh), Oct. 7 (PTI): A 46-year-old woman was 
allegedly bludgeoned to death with a club at Jharan village 
in the district by her son, on suspicion of her character, 
police said today. The police have arrested the accused, 
identified as Guruwaru Kanwar (26), for the crime that took 
place yesterday, officials said. The victim, Urmila Kanwar, 
died on the spot. When the accused attacked his mother, 
there was nobody else in the house as his sister had gone 
to fetch water, police officials said. “The accused suspected 
his mother’s character and they used to be quarrel over the 
issue,” the officials said. Based on a complaint filed by the 
victim’s kin, Lailunga police arrested Guruwaru yesterday 
and also recovered the club used in the crime. 

Police officer accused of rape in 
Ghaziabad
Ghaziabad, Oct. 7 (IANS): Police in Ghaziabad have 
booked one of their officers on charges of raping a woman 
and forcing her to go for abortion. The police said a 
woman resident of Lokpriya Vihar in Khoda lodged a 
complaint on October 6 that Sub-Inspector Shailendra 
Singh raped her several times.  When she conceived, 
he forced her to abort. This was done twice, alleged the 
woman. “We have registered a complaint under Sections 
376, 313 and 506 of  IPC against the sub- inspector. 
Presently he is posted at Modi Nagar. Investigation has 
been initiated in the case. He is yet to be arrested,” said 
Superintendent of Police Akash Tomar. 

Don’t want business class to get caught 
in red-tape — PM on GST changes 

Delhi Congress passes resolution urging 
Rahul Gandhi to take party’s presidency 

RSS chief Bhagwat discusses J&K, 
economic situation with top intellectuals

Pay Rs 3,000 cr annually to cancel 
Metro fare hike — Centre to Kejriwal

Truckers to go on strike 
from Monday, demand 
diesel inclusion in GST 

54,000 petrol pumps to go on 
24-hour strike next Friday

Dwarka, Oct. 7 (PTI): Prime Min-
ister Narendra Modi today hailed 
the sweeping changes in the GST 
to give relief to small and medium 
businesses, saying his government 
does not want the country’s busi-
ness class to get caught in red-tape.

Asserting that “some very im-
portant decisions” related to the 
Goods and Services Tax (GST) 
have been taken, the prime minister 
said, “Today, I have seen newspa-
pers from across the country. They 
carry headlines that Diwali has 
come 15 days earlier.” 

“You all must be busy prepar-
ing for Diwali, and in Gujarat, 
Diwali is celebrated with great 
enthusiasm, especially among busi-
nessmen,” he said while addressing 
a public gathering here.

Modi, who arrived in poll-
bound Gujarat earlier today on 
a two-day visit during which he 
would inaugurate a number of  
projects, said the government had 
earlier stated that it will study the 
GST for three months following 
its implementation and then fix the 
problems.

“(We had said)...Wherever 
there are problems in these three 
months, as in the areas of manage-
ment, shortage of technology, prob-
lems related to rules, complaints 
regarding rates, trouble in practical 
experience of  business class, we 

will address it,” he said.
“We do not want the country’s 

business class to get caught in red 
tapism, files, bureaucracy, I will 
never want this,” Modi said.

The prime minister said that, 
based on the information the gov-
ernment had, Finance Minister 
Arun Jaitley convinced everyone 
at the GST Council meet yesterday.

“I am happy that it has been 
welcomed in one voice across the 
country,” Modi said.

When there is trust in the gov-
ernment and honesty is seen behind 
decisions, then the country joins 

in despite difficulties, the prime 
minister said.

“I can experience this and I 
am thankful to the people of  the 
country for the way they have wel-
comed our effort to make simple 
tax simpler,” Modi said.

Three months after the roll-out 
of  the new indirect tax regime, 
the GST Council yesterday made 
sweeping changes to give relief to 
small and medium businesses on 
filing and payment of taxes, eased 
rules for exporters and cut tax rates 
on more than two dozen items.

Taking a dig at the Congress, 

Modi said, “When Madhavsinh 
Solankiji was (Gujarat) CM, I recall 
front page advertisements -- ‘CM 
coming to Jamnagar to inaugurate 
a water tank’. This is how narrow 
their concept of development was.” 

“We have come a long way 
since then and we are looking 
at more all-round and extensive 
progress,” Modi said.

The prime minister said his 
government was working towards 
port-led development and empow-
erment of fishermen.

Stating that the government 
wants port-led development, he 
said the blue economy would fur-
ther help in India’s progress.

“The Government of India is 
taking steps towards the empower-
ment of fishermen. We do not want 
our fishermen to live in poverty, we 
want to create more opportunities 
for them,” he said.

“Kandla Port is seeing unprec-
edented growth. This is because we 
devoted resources to improve the 
port. New lease of life was added to 
Alang; steps were taken for the wel-
fare of the labourers working there. 
These are the steps we are taking 
towards development”, Modi said.

He also stated that Marine 
Police Training Institute will come 
up in Devbhoomi Dwarka district.

“Marine policing is a sector 
we are looking at very closely. We 

are modernising marine security 
apparatus. An institute for this will 
be set up in Devbhoomi Dwarka. It 
will draw people and experts from 
all over India,” he said.

Earlier in the day, Modi laid 
the foundation stone of a four-lane 
cable-stayed bridge between Okha 
and Beyt Dwarka and said it was 
a link between the old and new 
Dwarka.

The 2.32 km bridge, includ-
ing 900 metres of  central double 
span cable-stayed portion, will be 
constructed at a cost of Rs 962.43 
crore.

“There were lots of possibilities 
of development in the tourism sec-
tor here, but earlier the UPA gov-
ernment had an indifferent attitude 
towards Gujarat because of the BJP 
government in the state... I clearly 
remember,” Modi said, referring to 
his days as Gujarat chief minister.

He also offered prayers at the 
famous Dwarkadhish temple here.

Last month, Congress vice 
president Rahul Gandhi had also 
started his Gujarat political cam-
paign by visiting the Dwarkadhish 
temple. 

During his three-day campaign 
tour across Saurashtra region of  
the state, Gandhi had visited four 
other famous temples. The Assem-
bly polls are due in the state later 
this year.

New Delhi, Oct. 7 (PTI): The newly-
elected members of the Delhi unit of  
Congress today unanimously adopted a 
resolution urging Rahul Gandhi to take 
over as the party’s president.

Gandhi is currently the Congress 
vice president and there have been 
reports that he could soon take over its 
presidency.

Speaking to PTI this week, Rajas-
than Congress chief Sachin Pilot said 
Gandhi may take over as Congress 
president after Diwali and the time was 
ripe for him to “lead from the front”.

Today, a resolution seeking Gan-
dhi’s elevation to the president’s posi-
tion was unanimously passed by 280 
delegates of  the Delhi Pradesh Con-

gress Committee (DPCC).
Former prime minister Manmohan 

Singh attended the meeting as a del-
egate from the New Delhi Assembly 
constituency.

The Congress is currently con-
ducting organisational polls, includ-
ing for the post of  president. The 
Election Commission has set a De-
cember deadline for the Congress to 
conclude the exercise. The All India 
Congress Committee, however, plans 
to complete the process by the end of  
this month.

Another resolution passed in the 
meeting authorised the AICC president 
and the vice-president to nominate the 
president of the Delhi unit of the party.

Ajay Maken, the Delhi Congress 
president, said the election of former 
prime minister Singh as a PCC delegate 
was a matter of pride for the Delhi unit 
of the party.

Others who attended the meet-
ing included AICC general secretary 
Janardhan Dwivedi, Delhi Congress 
in-charge P C Chacko, Delhi Pradesh 
returning officer (PRO) Ulhas Patil and 
APRO Manoj Chouhan.

Patil said the organisational elec-
tions in the Delhi unit of the party have 
been conducted in a tranparent manner.

A total of 280 delegates have been 
elected by block-level party workers 
across the 70 assembly segments in 
Delhi. 

New Delhi, Oct. 7 (IANS): 
RSS chief Mohan Bhagwat 
on Friday discussed the is-
sues related to constitutional 
amendments needed to in-
tegrate the troubled Jammu 
and Kashmir and also the 
present economic situation 
of the country with top intel-
lectuals of the country.

Continuing his outreach 
programmes, RSS chief Mo-
han Bhagwat on Friday met 
intellectuals from different 
walks of life and officials of  
different government and 
NGOs here at Indira Gandhi 
National Centre for the Arts.

The meeting of the RSS 
chief with the top intellectu-

als of  the country assumes 
significance as the govern-
ment is under attack within 
and from the opposition as 
well over the state of econ-
omy.

“After Vijaya Dashmi 
speech, Sarsanghachalakji 
meets people from different 
walks of  life and discusses 
issues raised in his speech. 
He discussed the issues here 
also,” Manmohan Vaidya, 
the head of  RSS Publicity 
Department (Akhil Bharati-
ya Prachar Pramukh) told 
IANS.

Bhagwat also got feed-
back from the invitees about 
the working of RSS and the 

improvement needed in the 
organisation.

Besides the RSS chief, 
senior functionaries like 
Bhaiyaji Joshi, Krishna 
Gopal and Dattatreya Ho-
sabale, Manmohan Vaidya 
attended the meet.

Before reaching Delhi, 
Bhagwat met with a minor 
accident during his return 
from Vrindavan in the morn-
ing.

Bhagwat, since last few 
years, has been meeting in-
dustrialists, educationists, 
diplomats and intellectuals 
from different walks of  life 
to strengthen the saffron 
organisation.

Recently, Bhagwat met 
diplomats of different coun-
tries here at a function organ-
ised by India Foundaion. 

During his Dussehra 
speech, Bhagwat had raised 
concerns about constitutional 
provisions like Article 35(a), 
that empowers the state’s 
legislature to define Jammu 
and Kashmir residents and 
accord citizenship rights to 
them, for the “backward life” 
of these Hindu migrants and 
also Kashmiri Pandits, who 
migrated from the valley in 
early 1990s when an armed 
insurgency broke out in the 
state, saying their condition 
“remains as it is”.

New Delhi, Oct. 7 (PTI): The Central 
Bureau of  Investigation (CBI) today 
filed a charge sheet in a special court 
against officials of the IB and the Delhi 
police in alleged transfer posting racket 
case.

The CBI charge sheet has named IB 
Assistant Director Kameshwar, Delhi 
Police inspector Banay Singh Meena 

and two alleged middlemen -- Rajan 
Kumar and Arun Tiwari -- as accused.

Special Judge Virender Kumar 
Goyal will take up the charge sheet for 
consideration on October 17.

The case was registered on August 
9 against them for alleged criminal 
conspiracy, illegal gratification and 
commission of offence of abetment by 

public servant.
“During course of  investigation, 

the CBI had intercepted the accused 
persons and recovered the alleged grati-
fication amount of Rs 10 lakh (approx) 
from the private persons,” the agency 
had claimed, saying it had carried out 
searches at several premises of the ac-
cused in Delhi. 

New Delhi, Oct. 7 (IANS): The central 
government has informed Delhi Chief  
Minister Arvind Kejriwal that it cannot 
put on hold the proposed Metro fare 
hike unless his government gives over 
Rs 3,000 crore annually to DMRC.

Minister of State for Housing and 
Urban Affairs Hardeep Singh Puri has 
told Kejriwal in a letter that the Metro 
Act does not allow the central govern-
ment to put on hold the fare hike.

The AAP government has opposed 
the fare hike proposed from October 
10. It has locked horns with the Delhi 
Metro Rail Corp (DMRC) over the im-
pending second hike this year, following 
the recommendation of the fourth Fare 
Fixation Committee (FFC).

Puri said setting up a fresh FFC 
could be considered if  the Delhi gov-
ernment agrees to pay up over Rs 3,000 
crore annually to DMRC.

The DMRC was formed in 1995 
with equal equity participation of the 
central government and the government 
of National Capital Territory of Delhi.

Puri’s letter dated October 6 was a 
response to a letter from Kejriwal on 
September 29 asking the central govern-
ment to put the hike on hold.

“Your suggestion that this Ministry 
direct that the fare increase be kept 
on hold overlooks the fact the central 
government does not have any such 
authority. Tampering with the recom-
mendations of  FFC is legally unten-
able,” Puri said in his letter.

Puri noted that the alternative to 
fare hike was to provide DMRC yearly 
grants-in-aid for the next five years: Rs 
3,040 crore, Rs 3,616 crore, Rs 3,318 
crore, Rs 3,150 crore and Rs 2,980 crore 
respectively.

Rebutting the Delhi government’s 
claim that FFC had recommended that 
the two fare hikes should have a gap of  
one year, Puri said Kejriwal’s statements 
vis-a-vis the FFC were both “misleading 
and factually incorrect”.

Puri said the people of Delhi want-
ed efficient, reliable and punctual Metro 
services and added that DMRC should 

be allowed to function as an autono-
mous company in the best interest of  
the citizens.

Puri said the Phase-IV of  Delhi 
Metro was running behind schedule by 
two-and-a-half-years due to decisions 
taken by the Delhi government.

Responding to Puri’s letter, a Delhi 
government spokesman said: “Why is 
the Centre not putting on hold DMRC 
fare hike? Because it is not the khakhra 
of poll-bound Gujarat!!”

He added that Puri’s arguments 
meant that the people of Delhi should 
suffer as DMRC didn’t rationalize its 
fares for eight long years.

Last week, Kejriwal asked Delhi 
Transport Minister Kailash Gahlot to 
find a way to stop the “anti-people” 
fare hike.

The DMRC defended its decision 
by saying its input costs had gone up 
over the years and the increase was at 
par with Metro rails in other cities. 

The Delhi assembly will meet on 
Monday to discuss the proposed hike.

Kolkata, Oct. 7 (IANS): 
Calling for a 36 hour na-
tionwide strike starting from 
8 a.m. of  October 9, truck 
owners and operators on 
Saturday protested against 
the disruptive policies under 
Goods and Services Tax 
(GST) and demanded the 
inclusion of diesel in the new 
indirect tax’s ambit.

“The post GST scenario 
has critically impaired the 
transport trade. The lead-
ership of  All India Mo-
tor Transport Congress 
(AIMTC) and other trans-
port associations have pro-
claimed the two day token 
nationwide strike starting 
from 8 a.m. of  October 
9 (Monday) to 8 p.m. of  
October 10. We also sup-
port this,” Calcutta Goods 
Transpor t Association 
(CGTA) President Prabhat 
Kumar Mittal told report-
ers here.

He said there was utter 
confusion, chaos and disrup-
tion due to varied policies 
under GST that are imposed 
on the road transport sector.

“The exorbitant increase 
in the diesel price and daily 
fluctuations are affecting the 
road transport sector. The 
diesel and tolls account for 
more than 70 per cent of  
operating cost of the truck, 
though diesel is out of GST. 
Diesel must be brought un-
der GST top bring uniform-

ity of  diesel pricing across 
the country,” he said.

Transporters also de-
manded the revision of die-
sel prices should be done on 
a quarterly basis.

According to them, con-
fusions arose with the ex-
istence of  Reverse Charge 
Mechanism (RCM) and For-
ward Charge (FCM) in GST 
system.

“This is a token strike 
to highlight the legitimate 
concerns and gravity of the 
present disruptive condi-
tions. More than 80 lakh 
trucks are expected to be off  
the road during the strike,” 
AIMTC Executive President 
S.K. Mittal told IANS.

Supplies of commodities 
including food are likely to 
be affected due to the pro-
posed token strike.

Transporters were not 
able to lift goods from unreg-
istered traders as that would 
require transporters to pay 
GST on these traders’ be-
half under RCM. The GST 
system also provides another 
scheme through which trans-
porters can also avail FCM, 
where they need to pay 12 
per cent GST but claim full 
input credit.

There should be only 
one scheme - five per cent 
in RCM to avoid confusion 
in trade world, said CGTA 
Vice President Santosh 
Saraf. 

Mumbai, Oct. 7 (IANS): 
Around 54,000 petrol 
pumps all over India will 
go on a 24-hour strike from 
midnight on October 13 
demanding inclusion of  
petroleum products under 
GST and other long pend-
ing issues, an official of  a 
petrol dealers association 
said here on Saturday.

“All the petroleum prod-
ucts must be brought under 
the Goods & Services Tax 
regime so that our long-
pending demand of  ‘one 
nation, one rate’ can be 
fulfilled to benefit the con-
sumers,” said Federation 
of  All Maharashtra Petrol 
Dealers Association (Fam-
peda) President Uday Lodh.

He also demanded that 
the Daily Price Mechanism, 
implemented in July must 
be reviewed as it has failed 
to benefit either the consum-
ers or the dealers.

According to Lodh, 
even the proposed ‘Home 
Delivery’ of  petroleum 
products is riddled with 
major security issues, could 
lead to serious accidents and 
hence must be reconsidered.

Lodh said that a deci-
sion on the strike was taken 
at the first joint meeting of  
United Petroleum Front 
(UPF), an umbrella organi-

zation of  three nationwide 
organisations of  all petrol 
dealers - Federation of  All 
India Petroleum Traders, 
All India Petroleum Dealers 
Association and Consor-
tium of  Indian Petroleum 
Dealers - held here on Sat-
urday.

The other demands in-
clude implementation of the 
pending agreement signed 
with oil marketing compa-
nies on November 4, 2016, 
scrapping unfair penalties 
imposed under Marketing 
Discipline Guidelines and 
approved revised dealer 
margins every six months 
but which are not given.

“As the first step, we 
shall stop buying and sell-
ing petrol/diesel at all the 
54,000 pumps in the coun-
try on October 13. If  our 
demands are not accepted, 
then from October 27, we 
shall launch an indefinite 
nationwide strike till all 
the trade anomalies are re-
solved,” Lodh said. 

Meanwhile, a petrol 
dealer said that the decision 
to combine the three top 
dealers’ association under 
an umbrella organisation 
would result in better coor-
dination and uniform action 
to fight for their common 
demands with the OMCs.

 Prime Minister Narendra Modi at the Dwarkadhish Temple in Gujarat on Saturday.
PTI
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Russia strikes kill 180 jihadists, mercenaries in Syria

Thousands rally urging dialogue 
between Spanish, Catalan authorities

Rohingya rebels ‘ready for talks with Myanmar’

Hurricane warning issued for New OrleansB’desh PM accuses Myanmar of 
provoking ‘war’ over Rohingyas

Las Vegas shooting day recorded ‘saddest’ ever on Twitter

Moscow, Oct. 7 (PTI/AFP): 
Some 120 Islamic State fighters 
and 60 foreign mercenaries were 
killed in a series of Russian air 
strikes in Syria over the past 24 
hours, the defence ministry in 
Moscow said today.

Puzzlingly, the ministry also 
said three senior IS commanders 
including Omar al-Shishani had 
been confirmed dead as a result 
of an earlier Russian strike.

Moscow reported al-Shisha-
ni’s death despite the fact that 
the Pentagon said in 2016 the 
notorious fighter had been killed 

by American troops in Iraq.
“A command post of  the 

terrorists and up to 80 (IS) fight-
ers including nine natives of  
the Northern Caucasus were 
destroyed in the area of  Maya-
deen,” the ministry said, adding 
that another 40 IS fighters were 
killed around the town of Albu 
Kamal.

Mayadeen is one of  the Is-
lamic State group’s last bastions 
in Syria.

In another air strike, more 
than 60 foreign mercenaries 
from the former Soviet Union, 

Tunisia, and Egypt were killed 
in the Euphrates Valley south of  
Deir Ezzor.

The ministry said “large 
numbers of  foreign mercenar-
ies” were coming into the Syrian 
border town of Albu Kamal from 
Iraq. It also said Russian forces 
had killed senior IS commanders 
Omar al-Shishani, Alaa al-din 
al-Shishani and Salah al-Din 
al-Shishani, all natives of  the 
Northern Caucasus.

Moscow reported their 
deaths after taking “several days” 
to confirm the results of an earli-

er strike on the northern outskirts 
of Albu Kamal which destroyed 
an IS command post with more 
than 30 fighters including the na-
tives of the Northern Caucasus.

The Pentagon announced 
in March 2016 that American 
forces had killed Shishani, one 
of  the most notorious faces of  
IS known for his thick red beard.

Shishani ,  whose  nom 
de guerre means “Omar the 
Chechen,” came from the former 
Soviet state of Georgia’s Pankisi 
Gorge region, which is populated 
mainly by ethnic Chechens.

He fought as a Chechen rebel 
against Russian forces before 
joining the Georgian military in 
2006, and fought Russian forces 
again in Georgia in 2008.

He later resurfaced in north-
ern Syria as the commander of  
a group of  foreign fighters and 
became a senior leader within IS.

The Russian defence minis-
try was not immediately available 
for further comment.

Rami Abdel Rahman, head 
of the Britain-based Syrian Ob-
servatory for Human Rights, 
disagreed with Moscow’s report.

“Salah al-Din al-Shishani is 
still alive and is somewhere in 
the regions controlled by jihad-
ist groups in the west of Aleppo 
province. He is a famous com-
mander, and his jihadist group 
is allied with the jihadists of the 
Al-Nusra front but only in their 
fight against the regime,” he said.

“He has no links with IS.” 
The advances against IS in 

Deir Ezzor have resulted in a 
heavy civilian death toll through 
Russian and coalition air raids.

The Observatory said Rus-
sian air strikes on Thursday 

night killed 14 people, including 
three children, fleeing across the 
Euphrates on rafts near Maya-
deen.

Since it intervened in Syria 
in 2015, Russia has not acknowl-
edged any civilian deaths from its 
strikes, and it dismisses the Ob-
servatory’s reporting as biased. 

Moscow has been staging air 
strikes in support of its ally Da-
mascus targeting both IS in Deir 
Ezzor province and rival jihadists 
led by Al-Qaeda’s former Syria 
affiliate in Idlib province in the 
northwest.

Barcelona, Oct. 7 (IANS): Thousands 
of people congregated in Barcelona on 
Saturday for a rally calling for a dia-
logue between the Spanish government 
and Catalan officials amid concerns 
that the wealthy northeastern region 
of Catalonia could unilaterally declare 
independence.

The event was held almost a week 
after the Catalan regional government 
conducted a controversial secession-
ist referendum in defiance of Spain’s 
national government and the country’s 
Constitutional Court, which called the 
referendum illegal, Efe news reported.

“Catalans do not seek division,” 
and “we want to talk”, were some of  
the slogans at the political gathering 
in Sant Jaume Square, situated at the 
heart of  Catalonia’s regional capital 
and largest city, Barcelona.

The demonstration was not organ-
ised by any political group but it was at-
tended by a delegation of officials from 
the Catalan Socialist Party, a regional 
branch of  Spain’s principal Socialist 
Party opposition.

Tensions between the Spanish 
national government and the regional 
government of Catalonia skyrocketed 

since the banned Catalan independence 
referendum went ahead on October 1.

Senior Catalan officials were said 
to be studying a possible unilateral 
declaration of  independence, an act 
that had been roundly discouraged by 
the Spanish government and the wider 
international community.

According to Catalan officials, 90 
per cent of the 2.3 million people voted 
for independence and the turnout was 
43 per cent. 

Catalan President Carles Puigde-
mont is expected to address the Catalan 
Parliament on Tuesday. 

Naypyidaw, Oct. 7 (IANS): 
The Arakan Rohingya 
Salvation Army (ARSA), 
classified as a terrorist or-
ganisation by the Myanmar 
authorities, on Saturday 
said they are open to talks 
with the government.

ARSA rebels were be-
hind an attack on multiple 
government posts in Myan-
mar’s Rakhine region in late 
August, that led to an ongo-
ing military offensive in the 
region and resulted in the 
displacement of  hundreds 
of thousands of Rohingyas.

“If  at any stage, the 

Myanmar government is 
inclined to peace, then 
ARSA will welcome that 
inclination and recipro-
cate,” the group said in 
a statement released on 
social media.

ARSA also said the 
month-long ceasefire it 
declared in September to 
allow humanitarian assist-
ance to reach the region 
will end on Monday and 
accused the Myanmar au-
thorities of  blocking aid 
from reaching Rakhine, Efe 
news reported.

“The main reason that 

humanitarian access has 
been impeded is due to the 
Myanmar government’s 
sustained military opera-
tions and a political strategy 
which uses mass murder, 
violence, arson, intimida-
tion, and genocidal rape as 
tools of depopulation,” said 
the statement.

According to the UN, 
around 515,000 Rohingyas 
fled to Bangladesh since 
August 25. ARSA had also 
claimed responsibility for 
an earlier attack on govern-
ment posts in Rakhine on 
October 9, 2016, which had 

led to the first military of-
fensive in the region.

More than one million 
Rohingyas who lived in 
Rakhine have been victims 
of  persecution since the 
outbreak of  sectarian vio-
lence in 2012, which left at 
least 160 dead and confined 
around 120,000 to 67 refu-
gee camps. 

Myanmar considers 
the Rohingyas -- many of  
whom have lived in the 
country for generations -- 
illegal immigrants from 
Bangladesh and denies 
them citizenship rights.

Copenhagen, Oct. 7 (AFP): Danish 
police said Saturday divers had found 
the decapitated head and two legs of  
Swedish journalist Kim Wall, who van-
ished in August while interviewing a 
Danish inventor aboard his homemade 
submarine.

Copenhagen police inspector Jens 
Moller Jensen told reporters divers 
had found bags containing her missing 
clothes, her head and two legs in Koge 
Bay, south of the Danish capital.

“Last night our forensic dentist con-
firmed that it was Kim Wall’s head,” 
he said.

Her headless torso was found float-
ing in waters off Copenhagen on Au-
gust 21, 11 days after she went missing.

Self-taught engineer and inventor 

Peter Madsen, 46, has been accused of  
Wall’s death, with prosecutors saying he 
dismembered her body before throwing 
it overboard. Madsen, who is married 
and has been in custody since August 
11, claims Wall died when a 70-kilo-
gramme (154-pound) hatch door fell on 
her head, and in a panic, he threw her 
body overboard. He insisted her body 
was intact at the time.

Earlier this week, Prosecutor Jakob 
Buch-Jepsen told a court custody hear-
ing that a hard disk found in Madsen’s 
workshop contained fetish films in 
which real women were tortured, de-
capitated and burned.

“This hard drive doesn’t belong to 
me,” Madsen insisted, saying numerous 
people had access to his workshop.

Washington, Oct. 7 (IANS): A hurricane 
warning has been issued for New Orleans 
as tropical storm Nate continued to move 
north through the western Caribbean Sea, 
causing multiple deaths and damage in 
parts of Central America.

The Yucatan peninsula in Mexico on 
Friday evening was braced for Nate’s arriv-
al, with high “winds, storm surge and heavy 
rainfall” expected, the Washington-based 
National Hurricane Centre (NHC) said.

The NHC warned of  “life-threatening 
storm surge flooding” along areas of  the 
northern Gulf  Coast in Louisiana and 
Florida, and that residents “should heed 
any evacuation instructions”, reports Efe 
news.

Authorities have also alerted residents 
from Louisiana to Alabama to urgently 
complete “preparations to protect life and 
property”.

The storm is forecast to bring rainfall 
of  3 to 6 inches, with isolated totals of 10 
inches in areas from the central Gulf Coast 
into the southern Appalachians in Virginia.

Nate has steadily gained in strength as it 
moves through the western Caribbean and 
Central America, triggering flash floods and 
landslides in areas of Nicaragua, Honduras, 
Costa Rica, Panama and Belize. At least 26 
people have died, and several were reported 
missing.

Some 500,000 people in Costa Rica 
were without access to safe drinking water. 
Nearly 18,500 households were left without 
electricity.

“Due to the size of the event there are 
a great number of places that are isolated. 
There is total destruction of bridges, collaps-
es, landslides that have destroyed significant 
parts of roads or blocked them,” President 
Luis Guillermo Solis told reporters.

“We have people trapped in vehicles, 
who are in good health, but we have not 
been able to evacuate them because of the 
conditions.” 

The Red Cross has been working to res-
cue as many as 60 people who remain stuck 
in buses and cars on a mountainous stretch 
of the Inter-American Highway.

Dhaka, Oct. 7 (PTI): Bangladesh Prime 
Minister Sheikh Hasina today accused 
neighbouring Myanmar of provoking a 
“war” amidst the Rohingya refugee crisis 
and said her government avoided the 
conflict by “exercising restraint”.

She also said her government would 
continue to support nearly one million 
Rohingya Muslims who have fled the 
Buddhist-majority country to escape 
violence.

Hasina said that at one stage after the 
forced exodus of Rohingyas the Myan-
mar “pretended like they wanted a war.” 

“The army, border guards and police 
were put on the alert, and I asked them 
not to act on any provocation without my 
order,” Hasina said at Dhaka airport on 
her return from New York after attending 
the UN General Assembly session.

The UN has described the violence in 
Myanmar as “ethnic cleansing.” 

Around 515,000 Rohingya Muslims 
have arrived in Bangladesh over the last 
five weeks after militant attacks on police 
check-posts in the Buddhist majority 
country sparked violent reprisals.

The latest influx of  refugees began 
on August 25 when Myanmar’s military 
launched a crackdown in the northern 
Rakhine state over alleged terrorist at-
tacks on its police outposts.

There are now more than 800,000 
refugees living in Bangladesh near its 
border with Myanmar.

Rohingya, a Muslim minority, do 
not qualify for Myanmar citizenship 
even though many have lived there for 
generations while its army insists they 
are interlopers from across the border in 
Bangladesh.

Hasina said various quarters also 

wanted to create a situation to divert 
things in different direction but “we are 
very much cautious about that”.

Hasina said Bangladesh took an ap-
propriate stance to draw international 
community’s attention to the Rohingya 
crisis which also compelled Myanmar to 
open talks on the issue.

She said for natural and humanitar-
ian reasons Bangladesh offered the Ro-
hingyas the shelter as they were exposed 
to “brutal atrocities” with their women, 
children and elderly people being the 
worst victims.

“If  needed, we will eat one meal 
once a day and share the rest with these 
distressed people,” she said.

Bangladesh last month said Myan-
mar drones and choppers violated its 
airspace repeatedly and installed land-
mines on its borders to prevent return of  
Rohingyas.

Dhaka also summoned several times 
the Myanmar ambassador to Bangladesh 
to protest the “provocation”, warning 
that these “provocative acts” might lead 
to “unwarranted consequences”.

Media reports suggested that Bang-
ladesh had mobilised its air force and the 
navy in southeastern region bordering 
Myanmar. Officials, however, termed 
these moves as routine.

Facing international pressure, Myan-
mar’s de-facto leader Aung San Suu Kyi 
this week sent a senior representative to 
Dhaka for talks.

The two sides agreed on forming a 
joint working group to oversee the repa-
triation process. 

The prime minister thanked the 
Myanmar government for their revised 
gesture in opening up talks.

San Francisco, Oct. 7 (IANS): 
Twitteratti has its occasional bouts 
of sad moments but October 2 -- the 
day when a gunman massacred 59 
people and injured several in Las 
Vegas -- has been recorded as the 
saddest day on the micro-blogging 
platform.

Using “Hedonometer,” a tool 
that measures happiness on Twit-
ter, researchers have found Twit-
ter users were at their lowest on 
October 2.

According to vox.com, scientists 
at University of Vermont have been 
tracking sentiments on Twitter since 
2008 with “Hedonometer” which 
uses an algorithm that scans a ran-
dom 50 million (or 10 per cent) of all 

global messages on the microblog-
ging site written in English. 

It then tracks the most frequently 
used 10,000 English words on a hap-
piness scale the researchers devised 
and throws away neutral filler words 
(like in, and, or of) to arrive at an 
average measure of  our collective 
joy or sorrow.

On their scale of  1 to 9, 9 is 
termed as “pure happiness” and on 
an average day, the mood on Twitter 
hovers around 6 to 6.1. 

On October 2, the scale dropped 
down to 5.7. Twitter users were 
found using very somber words like 
tragedy, victims, gun, dead, evil, and 
killed -- words that the algorithm 
tagged as negative.

“It’s common for terrorist at-
tacks or natural disasters to move the 
needle of this instrument, but this is 
the lowest measurement we’ve ever 
had,” Chris Danforth, mathemati-
cian at University of Vermont, was 
quoted as saying. 

“Hedonometer” recordings have 
shown that people tend to be hap-
pier over the weekends (especially 
Saturdays) and more pessimistic on 
Mondays and Tuesdays. 

Thus, the timing of the shooting 
may have compounded people’s sor-
row, Danforth added.

“It’s the biggest mass shooting 
in [modern] US history, and it hap-
pened on one of the days of the week 
that tend to be sad to begin with,” 

Danforth noted.
Fur ther,  “Hedonometer” 

showed that happiness scale is trend-
ing down in the past 18 months, 
especially following the terrorist 
attacks in Orlando and London and 
the US election last year.

Twitter users seem to be less 
happy than they were in the last 
eight years.

“[Our happiness cycles have] 
been incredibly regular for eight 
years until the last year,” Danforth 
said. 

“Now the signal is jumping 
down a lot more, and the regular 
weekly cycle has fallen apart. It’s 
more of a roller coaster now than it 
used to be,” he added.

Washington, Oct. 7 (PTI): 
US authorities foiled multiple 
terrorist attacks in New York 
in 2016, including at the iconic 
Times Square and the city’s 
subway system, plotted by three 
Islamic State sympathisers with 
one of them living in Pakistan, 
US prosecutors said today.

Three people have been 
charged with involvement in the 
planned attacks, which were to 
be carried out in the name of  
the Islamic State group during 
the Muslim holy fasting month 
of Ramadan in 2016, they said.

While Talha Haroon, 19, (a 
US citizen based in Pakistan), 
Abdulrahman El Bahnasawy, 
19, (a Canadian citizen), and 
Russell Salic, 37, a Philippines 
national - were arrested last year, 
the charges against them were 
recently ordered to be unsealed 
by a federal court in New York.

According to the Depart-
ment of Justice, El Bahnasawy 
purchased bomb-making mate-
rials for use in the attacks.

Haroon allegedly planned 
to carry out the attacks with 
El Bahnasawy. He is pending 
extradition to the US. Salic al-
legedly provided financing for 
the planned attacks. He too is 
pending US extradition.

Federal prosecutors said 
the plans included detonating 
bombs in Times Square and the 
New York City subway system 
and shooting civilians at specific 
concert venues.

The Federal Bureau of  
Investigation (FBI) and the 
New York Police Department 
(NYPD) successfully thwarted 
this terrorist plot, the Depart-
ment of Justice said.

An undercover FBI agent, 
posing as an Islamic State (ISIS) 
supporter, convinced the ac-
cused that he was prepared to 
carry out the attacks with them.

El Bahnasawy, who has 
been in custody since he was 
arrested by the FBI in May, 
2016, pleaded guilty to terror-
ism offenses and is awaiting 
sentencing.

Haroon and Salic have been 
arrested in other countries by 
foreign authorities in connec-
tion with these charges and the 
Justice Department expects that 
they will be extradited to the US 
to face justice in an American 
court.

According to court papers, 
El Bahnasawy told the under-
cover FBI agent that he was in 
contact with an ISIS affiliate 
about obtaining official sanction 
of  the planned attacks by the 
Khorasan Province - a branch 
of ISIS active in Pakistan.

Haroon, who was based in 
Pakistan and was introduced 
to the agent by El Bahnasawy, 
informed him that he was in 
contact with ISIS associates 
within the Khorasan Province.

El Bahnasawy told the agent 
that “these Americans need an 
attack,” that he aspired to “cre-
ate the next 9/11,” and that he 
planned to “come to New York 
around May 22” from Canada.

Haroon stated that he in-
tended to fly from Pakistan to 
New York City to carry out the 
attacks with El Bahnasawy, and 
hoped to “cause great destruc-
tion to the filthy ‘kuffars’ (infi-
dels) by our hands”.

El Bahnasawy and Haroon 
identified multiple locations and 
events in and around New York 
City as targets of  the planned 
attacks, including the New York 
City subway system, Times 
Square, and some concert ven-
ues.

On May 12, 2016, El Bah-
nasawy sent the agent an image 
of  Times Square stating, “We 
seriously need a car bomb at 
Times Square. Look at these 
crowds of people!”.

That same day, he also ex-
pressed his desire to “shoot up 
concerts cuz (sic) they kill a lot 
of people”.

El Bahnasawy described 
the plan to attack concerts as 
“We just walk in with guns 
in our hands. That’s how the 
Paris guys did it,” referring to 
the 2015 attack on the Bataclan 
concert hall in Paris.

On May 5, 2016, Haroon 
told the agent that the subway 
was a “perfect” target, and that 
they should shoot as many pas-
sengers on the train as possible, 
including “women or kids” and 
that “when we run out of bullets 
we let the (suicide) vests go off”.

That same day, Haroon 
discussed with the agent the 
necessary supplies for making 
explosive devices for use in the 
attacks. 

On May 9, Haroon said 
“NY needs to fall. It’s a must”.

TICKET RATES
Silver Rs. 80
Gold Rs. 150

HILL STAR 
Movie Schedule

Hill Star is thrilled to announce 
its valued HillStarCinema 

fans that the hall is now live at 
BookMyShowIN You can now 

BUY tickets online! 

10 am: Chef (Hindi) 
12.30, 5.30 pm: Blade 
Runner (Eng) 2d/3d 8 pm: Judwaa 2 (Hindi)
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Comedian Ralphie May dead
Comedian Ralphie May has died after suffering a cardiac arrest here. He was 45. May 
died on Friday, variety.com reported, quoting his manager and publicist. “We are heart-
broken to announce the untimely death of our friend, Ralphie May,” publicist Stacey 
Pokluda said in a statement. “Ralphie had been battling pneumonia and had cancelled 
a handful of dates over the last month in an effort to recover. Earlier this morning at a 
private residence in Las Vegas his body was discovered,” Pokluda added. May rose to 
fame after he finished in second place in the first season of “Last Comic Standing” in 
2003. His career took off after that. He was born in Tennessee and raised in Arkansas, 
and later made appearances on “The Tonight Show With Jay Leno” and “The Wayne 
Brady Show”. May had shows here scheduled for Saturday. He was set to hit tour stops 
in Tennessee, Alabama, and Ohio later this month. (IANS)

Sakshi Malik steals the 
thunder at St. Mary’s day 

Filmmaker accuses Palash Sen of plagiarism Kylie Jenner 
wants privacy 
during pregnancy

Chris Hemsworth incredible 
to work with —Cate Blanchett

Veteran director Kundan 
Shah dies of heart attack

A
s St. Mary’s 
Higher Second-
ary School 
in Dimapur 
commemorated 

its annual day, celebrating 25 
glorious years on Saturday, 
all eyes and phone cam-
eras were on Rio Olympics 
bronze-winning wrestler 
Sakshi Malik. 

The wrestler was with her 
husband Satyawart Kadian, 
also a wrestler and a recipient 
of the Arjuna Award. They 
attended the event as the chief  
guest and guest of honour.  

Addressing the gathering 
briefly in Hindi at the Latika 
complex, Malik said she was 
having a ‘good experience’ in 
the city. She started wrestling 
at the age of 12 years when 
there were only a few girls, 
she told the gathering. The 
number of girls into wrestling 
did not prevent her from fol-
lowing her passion even with 
struggles initially, she said.  

“If  you are passionate 
about a purpose, do not shy 
away or give up but motivate 
yourself  and do something 
for your country,” Malik ad-
vised amid cheers and claps 
from the gathering. 

Staff  Reporter

F
ilmmaker 
Bhargav Saikia 
has sent a legal 
notice to Eupho-
ria founder and 

lead singer Palash Sen, ac-
cusing him of plagiarism. 
The singer-turned-director 
has refuted the claim.

The notice, a copy of  
which is with IANS, is 
regarding Sen’s directorial 
debut, a short film titled 
“Jiya Jaye”, a musical 
which tells a story of lovers 
caught in the crossfire of  
terror. Saikia has claimed 
he discovered a number of  
shots from his feature film 
“Kaafiron Ki Namaaz” in 
“Jiya Jaye”, presented by 
Royal Stag Barrel Select 
Large Short Films.

“I am appalled to 
see an established and 
celebrated musician like 
Palash Sen using unethi-
cal and illegal means to 
present his first film as a 
director,” Saikia said in a 
lengthy Facebook post with 
which he has shared the 
details and video links of  

the common shots.
“The makers of  

‘Jiya Jaye’ have re-used 
shots from ‘Kaafiron Ki 
Namaaz’ without permis-
sion from my production 
company, Lorien Motion 
Pictures,” he added.

He also says one of  
those shots from “Kaafiron 
Ki Namaaz” has also been 
re-used in the music video 
“Jiya Jaye Na”, released 
on Euphoria’s official 
YouTube channel and 
Facebook page.

“And in the trailer of  
the short film ‘Jiya Jaye’, 
the makers of the film 

have re-used shots from a 
video titled ‘To Kashmir, 
with Love’, a tribute video 
to Kashmir which was 
produced by Lorien Mo-
tion Pictures using shots 
that didn’t make it to the 
final edit of ‘Kaafiron Ki 
Namaaz’ but were filmed 
originally for the feature 
film in 2012.” According 
to Saikia, the story of “Jiya 
Jaye” is set in Kashmir, 
but he believes it has been 
shot in Naggar, Himachal 
Pradesh.

“The shots from ‘Kaafi-
ron Ki Namaaz’ have 
been used in ‘Jiya Jaye’ to 

establish visually that the 
film is set in Kashmir.”

On his part, Sen has 
said he is “trying to investi-
gate what it is about”.

“I would be in a 
position to comment only 
once we determine and 
verify the allegations,” Sen 
told IANS when asked 
to comment.“I have been 
a victim of copyright 
infringement myself in 
the past, and would never 
do anything like this to 
anyone. The allegation is 
of using ambience shots 
which we have actually 
used from stock footage. 
We are investigating the 
basis of these allegations. 

“I will personally call 
Bhargav and understand 
the problem... The fact that 
he went on a rant on Face-
book and (in) the media is 
sad because he could have 
first called me and had a 
word.... Anyway... we live 
in times where all kind of  
publicity is welcome. So 
be it.”

IANS

O
scar-winning 
actress Cate 
Blanchett 
had fun 
working with 

actor Chris Hemsworth 
in “Thor: Ragnarok”, and 
says she has “never met a 
more generous and egoless 
performer than” him.

“People assume 
because we’re Austral-
ian, and a relatively small 
company of actors often 
working abroad, that we 
all know one another. But 
I had never met Chris. 
We’ve got friends in 
common, but I’d never 
met him. I don’t know if  
I have got any particular 
anecdotes except that I’ve 
never met a more gener-
ous, egoless performer 
than Chris,” Blanchett said 
in a statement. 

Blanchett is essaying 
fantastical character of  
Hela, a female villain in 
the film, and Hemsworth 

will be back as Thor with 
the film. 

“He’s incredible to 
work with. He holds this 
whole behemoth together. 
Like a lot of us are riding 
on his shoulders and what 
shoulders they are. I mean 
he can carry us. But he’s 
so easy. His performance 
seems effortless but of  

course it’s not,” Blanchett 
said. 

Marvel Studios’ “Thor: 
Ragnarok” is directed by 
Taika Waititi and also stars 
Mark Ruffalo, Idris Elba, 
Anthony Hopkins and Jeff  
Goldblum among others. 
The movie will release in 
India on November 3. 

IANS

N
ational 
Award-win-
ning director 
Kundan 
Shah, best 

known for his dark satire 
“Jaane Bhi Do Yaaro” and 
coming-of-age comedy 
“Kabhi Haan Kabhi Naa”, 
passed away at his resi-
dence early today. 

Shah died of a heart 
attack, sources close to the 
family told PTI. 

Born on October 19, 
1947, Shah studied direc-
tion at the Film and Televi-
sion Institute of India in 
Pune and made his directo-
rial debut with “Jaane Bhi 
Do Yaaron” in 1983. 

The movie featuring 
Naseeruddin Shah, Ravi 
Baswani, Om Puri, Pankaj 
Kapur, Satish Shah, Satish 
Kaushik, Bhakti Barve 
and Neena Gupta went on 
achieve a cult status despite 
a poor response at the box 
office. 

Shah received his first 
and only National Award 
- Indira Gandhi Award for 
Best First Film of a Direc-
tor - for the movie that is 
now celebrated as one of  
the best satires ever made 
in in Indian cinema. 

The movie revolved 
around two struggling pho-
tographers, who fall into a 
dirty nexus of corruption 
and murder. 

Shah made a switch to 
television after “Jaane Bhi 
Do Yaaro”.

He teamed up with 
Saeed Akhtar Mirza for his 
debut TV show “Nukkad”.

One of the most 
popular shows in the ‘80s, 
“Nukkad” gave Indian 
audiences memorable char-
acters like Khopdi, Kader-
bhai and Ghanshu Bhikari. 
His next TV show was 
“Wagle Ki Duniya”, which 
was based on cartoonist R 
K Laxman’s character, the 
common man. 

Shah made his Bol-
lywood comeback in 1993 
with Shah Rukh Khan-
starrer “Kabhi Haan Kabhi 
Naa”. The film received 
critical acclaim and is 
counted among Shah 
Rukh’s best performances. 

His next “Kya Kehna”, 
was once again a story that 
was ahead of its time and 
dealt with teenage prega-
nacy and the stigma at-
tached to it. The movie was 
a box office success and 
became one of the highest 
grossing films in 2000. The 
film helped establish Preity 
Zinta’s career in the Hindi 
film industry. 

The director made 
a number of films after 
“Kya Kehna”, but sadly 
commercial success eluded 
him.

PTI 

R
eality TV star 
Kylie Jenner 
wants to stay 
out of the 
public eye 

during her pregnancy.
The “Keeping Up with 

the Kardashian” star is ex-
pecting her first child with 
boyfriend Travis Scott.

“Kylie prefers to stay 
home. She feels good, but 
her body is changing. She 
doesn’t want to be pho-
tographed,” people.com 
quoted a source as saying. 

“At the moment, she 
wants more privacy. She 
has family and friends 
come to her house instead 
so she has company. She 
is very excited about the 
baby though. She talks 
about the baby non-stop. 
She is already shopping 
like crazy,” the source 
added. 

IANS

A
ctress Vidya Balan says she is “very greedy” when it 
comes to the performance of her films.

The National Award winning actress was 
present at the Jio MAMI Movie Mela on Saturday, 
and said: “I want all my films to do well in theatres 

first and then do good in festivals, I am very greedy that way. One 
film just won’t do me any good.”

Vidya also spoke about being inspired by Iranian movies, 
which she feels are simple and big-hearted. Her own forthcoming 
movie “Tumhari Sulu” is on similar lines.

“I have watched a lot of Iranian movies at (previous editions 
of the) MAMI film fest and they inspired me a lot. The storytell-
ing and performance in those movies were very simplistic, but the 
films were with a very big heart. I just hope I get to do more of  
those kind of movies. I feel my upcoming ‘Tumhari Sulu’ is one 
of those kind of movies.”

Vidya is also a member of the Central Board of Film Certifi-
cation (CBFC).

“Now I get to see a lot more films from what I used to in the 
last few years and I am enjoying it. It is fun,” said Vidya.

During an interactive session here, Vidya also spoke about 
her favourite movie character. She said she loves the late Rajesh 
Khanna’s character in “Anand”, which also starred Amitabh 
Bachchan. 

“Anand, the character played by Rajesh Khanna... He inspires 
me to make the most of every minute. I think what can be worse 
than knowing that you are going to die but the way he deals with 
it is so beautiful. I haven’t seen all of Rajesh Khanna’s films, but I 
think it is his best performance, in my opinion.

“Towards the end when he dies, you want him not to die; 
you’re hoping there is miracle, which usually happens in Hindi 
cinema. “I have seen the film maybe 20 times, and every time I 
am hoping he doesn’t die. I think that is the most amazing thing. 
Anand makes you laugh without being a clown or a joker. This 
character of Anand is pitch-perfect in every scene and it gives you 
hope against no-hope. I think it is incredible.”

IANS

I’m greedy about lm’s 
performance, says Vidya Balan

EM Images/ Caisü Mao
(Clockwise) Sakshi Malik addressing St. Mary’s Higher Secondary School in Dimapur on Saturday 
at the La ka Complex. Malik’s husband Indian Wrestler Satyawart Kadian being felicitated by the 
school’s Principal Neena Du a. LKG students dancing to the tune of ‘five li le fingers’ at the event.
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Mercedes’ Bri sh driver Lewis Hamilton drives during the qualifying session of the Formula One Japanese 
Grand Prix at Suzuka on October 7.

Simona Halep’s ous ng of Spaniard Garbine Muguruza at the top of the women’s game will be officially 
confirmed next week when the latest rankings are released.

Albania’s Etrit Berisha (L) vies with Spain’s Rodrigo Moreno during their World Cup 2018 qualifier match 
against  Spain in Alicante on October 6.

Ben Stokes

TR Zeliang speaking at the 25th edi on of the Loyem Memorial Senior Soccer Open Championship at 
Tuensang on Oct. 7.  (DIPR)
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Dream comes true as tearful 
Halep powers to number one

Hamilton grabs pole position 
for Japanese Grand Prix

Work hard if you seek success 
and fame from sports, says CM

ZCYAN games and sports meet held

CRPF football tournament concludes

Stokes withdrawn from Ashes 
squad, Finn makes the cut

India mulls hosting 
2023 AFC Asian Cup

Spain punch World Cup ticket, Serbia made to wait

The winners of the CRPF football tournament, Cherin  FC, with the trophy on Saturday.
EM Images

Beijing, Oct. 7 (AFP): 
Emotional Simona Halep 
called it the best day of  her 
life as she surged to num-
ber one in the world for 
the first time after reaching 
the China Open final on 
Saturday.

The Romanian, who 
said her next goal was to 
win a maiden Grand Slam, 
defeated Latvia’s Jelena 
Ostapenko 6-2, 6-4 in their 
semi-final.

Her ousting of  Span-
iard Garbine Muguruza 
at the top of  the women’s 
game will be officially con-
firmed on Monday when 
the latest rankings are re-
leased.

The 26-year-old Halep 
is the fifth woman to hold 
top spot this year, but the 
first Romanian in the his-
tory of  the WTA.

She smiled broadly, 
then cried and was pre-
sented with a flower ar-
rangement in the figure 
“1” -- which she hugged 
tightly -- to celebrate the 
landmark moment.

“My dream is  true 
now, in that moment you 
cannot believe 100 percent 
that it’s happening, so I 

Suzuka (Japan), Oct. 7 
(IANS): British driver Lew-
is Hamilton, the current 
leader of the Formula One 
World Championship, on 
Saturday took the pole po-
sition in qualifying for the 
F1 Japanese Grand Prix 
with a time of  1:27.319, a 
new record at the Suzuka 
circuit here.
It is the Mercedes driver’s 
10th pole of the season but 
his first ever at Suzuka, re-
ports Efe news agency. 

“It’s been ten years try-
ing to get that pole position 
and finally got it, so jeez, if  
you don’t get it at the first 
try, try harder. I knew it 
would eventually come so 
I’m really grateful,” Ham-
ilton said. The Briton took 
his 71st pole position after 

he easily shrugged off  Finn-
ish teammate Valtteri Bot-
tas, and German Sebastian 
Vettel (Ferrari).

Hamilton said he was 
“super excited” after taking 
the pole.

“It’s been a really good 
day, every lap was fantas-
tic,” the Briton reiterated.

Vettel may have been off  
the pace but will start along-
side Hamilton on the front 
row after Bottas was handed 
a five-place grid penalty due 
to a gearbox change.

“He won’t be more ag-
gressive than I am. I’ve got 
eight meters, I’ve got to try 
and keep those eight meters 
that I have and yeah, starts 
have generally been strong 
this year, so I’ll just try to 
keep with that,” Hamilton 

said referring to Vettel.
Vettel needs a victory in 

the Japanese Grand Prix, 
due to take place on Sun-
day, to stand any realistic 
chance of winning the driv-
ers’ championship.

He trails Hamilton by 
34 points with five races to 
go and 125 still available.

Red Bull’s Australian 
Daniel  Ricciardo and 
Dutch Max Verstappen 
came fourth and fifth re-
spectively.

Ferrari’s Kimi Rai-
kkonen, who f inished 
sixth, was also handed a 
five-place gearbox penalty, 
while McLaren’s Spanish 
Fernando Alonso had a 
35-place penalty due to the 
use of additional power unit 
components.

Madrid, Oct. 7 (AFP): 
Heavyweights Spain quali-
fied for the 2018 World 
Cup with a routine 3-0 
home win over Albania, 
but Serbia must wait to 
seal to their place follow-
ing a 3-2 loss in Austria.

Rodrigo, Isco and Thia-
go Alcantara all scored in-
side the first 30 minutes in 
Alicante as the 2010 world 
champions locked up top 
spot in Group G as Italy 
were surprisingly held to 
a 1-1 draw by Macedonia 
in Turin.

Barcelona defender 
Gerard Pique was greeted 
with a mixture of  jeers 
and applause on his 92nd 
international appearance 
just days after voting in 
a referendum on Catalan 
independence deemed il-
legal by the Spanish gov-
ernment and blighted by 
police violence.

“We had to concen-
trate solely on football,” 
coach Julen Lopetegui 
told Spanish TV station 
Teledeporte.

“It has been a difficult, 
complicated week and for-
tunately we managed to do 
that in a very, very good 

was in tears a little bit,” 
she said.

“Maybe first time on 
court (to cry) nice tears... 
It’s the best moment in 
my life and I want just to 
keep it.

“Now tomorrow al-

ready I have just to restart 
everything, to start again 
to play the same and to 
work harder.

“And I have a few more 
dreams in my career.”

Asked by AFP what 
those were, she smiled: “I 

tell you one, only one: to 
win a Grand Slam, which 
you know.”

Halep saw off  for-
mer number one Maria 
Sharapova earlier this 
week in Beijing and Satur-
day’s defeat of  Ostapenko 

Dimapur, Oct. 7 (EMN): 
The chief  minister of  Na-
galand has urged people 
in the state to strive to be 
different from others and 
to work hard if  they wish to 
attain the highest levels of  
excellence, and even ‘fame, 
recognition and wealth.’
Chief  Minister TR Zeliang 
was speaking at the 25th 
edition of  the Loyem Me-
morial Senior Soccer Open 
Championship, at Tuen-
sang town as the event’s 
chief  guest on Oct. 7 
Zeliang recalled the late 
Loyem Chang as a pioneer-
ing leader of  Tuensang 
town and a DB who, ac-
cording to the minister, ‘by 
dint of  his hard work, loy-
alty and dedicated service 
to the government during 
the most difficult and try-
ing times rose to become a 
Head Dobashi in the office 
of  deputy commissioner of  
Tuensang until his demise 
on Aug. 3, 1964.’
“For those who can suc-
ceed at the highest lev-
els, they are guaranteed 

had a whiff  of  revenge 
-- the 20-year-old won their 
duel in the French Open 
final earlier this year.

Halep will face either 
Caroline Garcia of  France 
or Petra Kvitova of  the 
Czech Republic in Sun-
day’s China Open final.

She was always in con-
trol against the world num-
ber eight Ostapenko and 
put herself  on the way to 
victory when she broke the 
talented Latvian in the first 
game of  the first set.

Halep’s ascension to 
the top brings Muguruza’s 
four-week reign as number 
one to an end, while the 
others who held the hon-
our in 2017 are Angelique 
Kerber, Serena Williams 
and Karolina Pliskova.

The outstanding Wil-
liams is temporarily out 
of  tennis after having her 
first child.

In the lead-up to Bei-
jing, Halep said she was 
unconcerned about be-
coming world number one, 
but admitted with a grin: 
“Of  course I wanted it.

“ W he n  I  wa s  f ive 
points away I felt that I 
want it more and more.”

first 30 minutes.”
Four-time World Cup 

winners Italy are destined 
for the November play-offs 
after Macedonian substi-
tute Aleksandar Trajkovs-
ki’s 77th-minute equaliser 
cancelled out a first-half  
goal by veteran defender 

Giorgio Chiellini.
“ T h e r e ’s  s t i l l  o n e 

match left and then we’ll 
think about the play-offs. 
We hope to get some play-
ers back,” said Italy coach 
Gian Piero Ventura, whose 
squad has been depleted 
by a raft of  injuries.

Serbia missed out on a 
chance to wrap up qualifi-
cation from Group D with 
a match to spare as Louis 
Schaub struck a minute 
from time to give Austria 
victory in Vienna.

Serbia, who could have 
sealed a spot in Russia 

with victory, led through 
an early Luka Milivojevic 
goal but fell behind as Aus-
tria replied through efforts 
from Guido Burgstaller 
and Marko Arnautovic.

Manchester United 
midfielder Nemanja Matic 
had levelled on 83 minutes 
before Schaub’s winner, 
but Serbia can still advance 
by defeating Georgia in 
their final qualifier in Bel-
grade on Monday.
Showdown awaits  in 
Dublin
Tom Lawrence scored his 
first international goal to 
earn Wales a vital 1-0 vic-
tory in Georgia and keep 
them firmly in the hunt for 
a finals berth.

The Derby County for-
ward rifled in the winner 
four minutes after half-
time in Tbilisi as Chris 
Coleman’s team stayed a 
point clear of  third-placed 
Republic of  Ireland.

The Irish brushed Mol-
dova aside 2-0 in Dublin 
through a first-half  brace 
from Daryl Murphy and 
now face Wales at home 
in a final-round show-
down with first place in 
the group still in play.

“All we can do is work 
hard and take care of  our 
business. We have a huge 
test  on Monday night 
against the Republic of  
Ireland. We have a game 
plan and we will see where 
it takes us,” Coleman told 
Sky Sports.

Serbia head the section 
on 18 points with Wales, 
aiming to reach the World 
Cup for the first time since 
1958, second on 17 and 
Ireland another point fur-
ther back.

Iceland took a huge 
step towards a maiden 
World Cup appearance 
with an impressive 3-0 win 
over Turkey in Eskisehir 
that leaves the hosts all but 
out of  the running.

Johann Gudmunds-
son, Birkir Bjarnason and 
Kari Arnason scored as 
Iceland pulled two points 
clear of  Croatia at the top 
of  Group I after the latter 
were held to a disappoint-
ing 1-1 draw at home to 
eliminated Finland.

Ukraine are level on 
17 points with Croatia 
following a 2-0 win away 
to Kosovo and host the 
Croats in Kiev on Monday.

with fame, recognition 
and wealth; even up to 
the extent of  becoming 
brand ambassadors for 
their country,” he said at 
the event.
While expressing dismay 
that a new generation of  
youngsters, many of  whom 
are glued to the television 
and the internet and lack 

social skills, Zeliang main-
tained that they lose touch 
with reality and generally 
live in a world which is far 
from reality. 
“This has resulted in mul-
tiple problems, such as 
breakdown in inter per-
sonal relationships and 
family values, increasing 
crime, social upheavals, 

and health problems etc,” 
he cited.
Zeliang also added new 
detail to his speech. He 
said that the government 
plans to “commemorate 
the 100th anniversary of  
Dr. T. Ao, the captain of  
the 1948 Indian Olympic 
football team in a befitting 
manner in 2018.”

Dimapur, Oct. 7 (EMN): The Zelian-
grong Catholic Youth Association, 
Nagaland (ZCYAN) games and sports 
meet under the theme “Excel them 
Young” concluded on September 
30, 2017 at St. Xavier Parish, Jalukie 
where hundreds of youth participated 
from all over Nagaland. The meet 
commenced from September 28. 
Paulamle Angela Sephe, president 
of  ZCYAN in her welcome address 

briefed the gathering on the purpose 
of the games and sports meet. 
Nikotso Angami, Major, 39 Assam 
Rifles, Jalukie solemnised the occa-
sion and he exhorted the youth on the 
need to self-discipline and games and 
sports was one of  the best medium 
to self-discipline. He also urged the 
participating teams to play with true 
sportsmanship. 

The semi final and the final match-

es were graced by patrons, Kevipele 
Paul Theilung, Rev. Dr. Fr. Vilasal 
Godfrey Thapo, Director of  Holistic 
Health Centre Jalukie-B and Makehi-
tel Agnes Sephe, President, ZCWA. 

Israel, 9th NAP (IR) Saljang, was 
present for the closing ceremony of  
the sports meet and Ernest Sephe, 
General Secretary ZCAN, exhorted 
and congratulated the participants for 
their team spirit.

London, Oct. 7 (IANS): 
Controversial all-rounder 
Ben Stokes has been with-
drawn from England’s Ash-
es squad, pending further 
investigation into his alleged 
street brawl in Bristol last 
month, with pacer Steven 
Finn stepping into the squad 
for the full five-Test series, 
starting from November 23.

“With the Ashes just 
around the corner, it’s im-
portant to give the players, 
the coaching staff  and sup-
porters some clarity around 
a complex situation,” Di-
rector of  England Cricket, 
Andrew Strauss said in a 
statement.

“This decision will help 
us in the weeks ahead and 
give every player and the 
whole England set-up the 
best chance to focus on the 
challenge ahead in Austra-
lia. Stokes was however, re-
tained in the list of England 
and Wales Cricket Board’s 
(ECB) 2017-18 central con-
tracts and could make the 
squad if  no further police 
action is taken. 

“We have spoken to Ben 
and assured him that our 
decision in no way prejudges 
the outcome of the ongoing 
Police investigation or Crick-
et Discipline Commission 
process, as can be seen by the 
award of central contracts,” 

Strauss said.
England batsman Alex 

Hales, who was also a part 
of the brawl with Stokes, has 
also been retained in the list 
of contracted players for the 
limited overs formats.

A statement from the 
ECB confirmed that three 
other players who were out 
drinking with Stokes and 
Hales during the recent 
ODI series againts the West 
Indies, on September 25 
-- namely Jonny Bairstow, 
Jake Ball and Liam Plunkett 
-- have accepted a formal 
written warning and a fine 
for unprofessional conduct.

Commenting on the se-
lection of Finn in the Ashes 
squad, Strauss said: “Steven 
is a high-quality cricketer, 
with considerable experi-
ence of  both international 
cricket and Australian con-
ditions. 

The Selectors believe he 
will add to the range of op-
tions and the squad will be 
further supported by the ar-
rival of the Lions in Austra-
lia in November.” The first 
Ashes Test will be played 
from November 23-27 at the 
Gabba in Brisbane followed 
by Tests in Adelaide from 
December 2-6, Perth (De-
cember 14-18), Melbourne 
(December 26-30) and Syd-
ney (January 4-8).

Our Correspondent
Diphu, Oct. 7 (EMN): 
The final match of 1st Cen-
tral Reserve Police Force 
(CRPF) Football Tourna-
ment was played between 
Cherinti Football Club and 
Karbi Anglong Morning 
Star Football (KAMSFC) 
held at Diphu Sport com-
plex near the Recreation 
Park here on Saturday.

It was a high voltage 
match played by both the 
teams where Bamon Ti-
mung and Lachit Borah 
of Cherinti FC opened the 
account for their teams in 
the 9th and 14 minute re-
spectively.

KAMSFC also opened 
its account through Momo-
sir Tokbi in the 18th minute 
of  the first half. Several 
attempts were made by KA-
MSFC players but failed to 
reach the back of the net.

In the second half, Dil-
bert Ronghang of  Cherinti 
FC added another score for 
his team in the 49th minute 
whereas KAMSFC could 
not manage a goal in the 

second half.  Cherinti FC 
beat KAMSFC 3-1.

The winner and runner 
up were each given a cash 
prize of  Rs. 5000 and Rs. 
3000 with trophy. Each 
player was also given cer-
tificate by the organiser. 

Thomson Rongpi of  KA-
MSFC was awarded the 
Golden gloves and Vishal 
Gurung of Cherinti FC was 
awarded the Golden Boot.

The closing ceremony 
was attended by Karbi An-
glong Autonomous Council 

(KAAC), Executive Mem-
ber, in charge Medical De-
partment, Khonsing Rongpi 
as the chief guest.

The tournament was 
organised by 20 Bn. CRPF, 
Dillaji under the banner of  
Civic Action Programme.

N e w  D e l h i ,  O c t .  7 
( IANS) :  The  Al l  In -
dia Football Federation 
(AIFF) has decided to bid 
for the 2023 AFC Asian 
Cup, an AIFF official said 
on Saturday.

“Yes, it is true, there 
is every possibility of  sub-
mitting a bid to host the 
2023 AFC Asian Cup. The 
AIFF is thinking about 

it,” an AIFF official told 
IANS.

“The decision was tak-
en at a meeting of  AIFF 
Executive Committee in 
Delhi on Saturday,” the 
official added. India, who 
are now hosting the FIFA 
U-17 World Cup, have 
earlier formally submitted 
a bid to host the 2019 edi-
tion of  the U-20 WC.
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Zonipang SA, SSS Yellow and Arikotong on a winning streak
Nigerian player Okechukwu scores a hat-trick in debut match

Biekrazou, Khriekesa FC enter round of last 16

NSF Martyrs’ Memorial Trophy 

The Nigerian player Francis Okechukwu (Yellow), who is playing for 
Lamphel FC, Manipur, seen during the match against High School 
Taxi Drivers XI on October 7 at Kohima local ground.

EM Images

Striker Osenba of Zonipang SA (white jersey) scoring a goal against Grand Elite in the ongoing MDFA 
Trophy at Imkongmeren Sports Complex, Mokokchung on Saturday.

Our Correspondent
M o k o k c h u n g,  O c t . 
7 (EMN): SSS Yellow, 
Zonipang SA and Ariko-
tong won their respective 
matches on the fifth-day 
of  the ongoing MDFA 
Trophy 2017 at Imkong-
meren Sports Complex, 
Mokokchung on Saturday.

SSS Yellow thrashed 
Dominion Club 3-0 in the 
first match of  the day. The 
first goal for SSS came 
from the foot of  their left 
winger Yashimeren Lkr 
J-6 in 16 minutes putting 
the SSS in 1-0 lead till the 
interval. SSS defender Im-
limatsung J-2 blasted the 
second goal in 40th minute 
and finished the tally 3-0 
through striker Toshiwa-
pang J-9 in 57 minutes.

The Second match saw 
former MDFA Champion 
Zonipang S/A crashing 

Our Correspondent
Imphal, Oct. 7 (EMN): 
Manipur Chief  Minis-
ter Nongthombam Biren 
Singh is ready to develop 
three artificial football 
grounds in the state to nur-
ture more footballers in 
future.

In an interview with 
a local TV channel here, 
Biren said that they’ll be 
developing at least three 
artificial football grounds 
on priority considering the 
requirement of  players so 
that they can play the game 
throughout the year. 

‘Besides we’re also 
developing existing two 
main stadiums at Khuman 
Lampak sports complex,’ 
he said.

Biren’s comment came 
out after Manipur contrib-
uted eight players to the 21-
man Indian football squad 
for the ongoing FIFA U-17 
World Cup.

The eight Manipuri 
players are Dheeraj Singh 
Moirangthem (Goal keep-
er), Boris Singh Thangjam 

(Defender), Amarjit Singh 
Kiyam (midfield, captain), 
Jackson Singh Thounao-
jam (midfield), Md Shah 
Jahan (midfield), Nongd-
amba Naorem (midfield), 
Suresh Singh Wangjam 
(midfield), and Ningtho-
inganba Meitei (midfield).

Currently, the state has 
only one artificial football 
ground while the main sta-
dium at Khuman Lampak 
is yet to have a floodlight-
ing system. The cost of  
developing an artificial 
football ground requires at 
least Rs 1 crore.

Biren, who was a na-
tional footballer before 
joining journalism and 
subsequently politics, in-
formed that the state’s gov-
ernment had earmarked 
Rs 35 crore for repairs and 
renovation, with a flood-
lighting system at the main 
stadium and hockey sta-
dium at Khuman Lampak 
sports complex. 

Recently, state Sports 
Minister Letpao Haokip 
had assured that playfield 

Our Correspondent
Kohima, Oct. 7 (EMN): 
Debutants Lamphel FC, 
Manipur blanked High 
School Taxi Drivers XI 
(HSTD) 7-0 to advance 
to the pre-quarters of  the 
18th NSF Martyrs Memo-
rial Trophy at Kohima local 
ground on Saturday.

The Nigerian player 
Francis Okechukwu and 
their skipper Golmei were 
the stars of  the match as 
they both scored hat-tricks 
respectively on their way 
to humiliate a struggling 
HSTD XI.

Much to the jubilation 
of the Khuochiezie crowd, 
Okechukwu delivered a su-
perb long range shot to give 
Lamphel an early lead in 
the 5th minute. Lamphel’s 
skipper Golmei doubled 
the lead in the 16th minute, 
followed by the third in the 
24th minute to end the first 
half  3-0.

Moving into the sec-
ond half, Golmei went 
on to score his hat-trick 
goal in the 45th minute 
through a penalty following 
a fault committed by one of  
HSTD’s defender.

MDFA TROPHY

Playing a one-sided 
match, Lamphel FC con-
trolled the match with ease 
as Okechukwu went on to 
score his second goal in the 
58th minute. Golmei was 
on target again in the 64th 
minute scoring the 6th goal 
for the team and his fourth, 
while Okechukwu scored 
his hat-trick goal in the final 
minutes of  the stipulated 
time.

Earlier in the first 
match, Biekrazou over-
came Nagabazar FC by 
2-0 and registered their 
entry into the round of  
last 16. Keneikhrietuo Mi-
ario scored the first goal 
for Biekrazou in the 35th 
minute, while Vilhoubeituo 
Yhome ended the hope of  
Nagabazar FC when he 
scored in the 70th minute. 
With their victory today, 
Biekrazou will next play 
against Tangkhul Students’ 
Union in the pre-quarters 
on Oct. 13.

Playing the final match 
of  the day, Khriekesa FC, 
Meriema defeated Chede-
ma Village Youth Organi-
sation (CVYO) 2-1 and 
made it to the pre-quarters.

The first half  belonged 
to Khriekesa FC as Roko-
vilie Phewhuo scored in 
the 28th minute. However, 
CVYO came back in the 
game when Neingutoulie 
Thevo scored the equalizer 
in the 56th minute. With 
just four minutes left and 
when the match seemed to 
be heading for a tie-breaker, 
Keviyabeiu Keditsu came 
to the rescue of Khriekesa 
FC as he found the back of  
the net in the 66th minute.

Khriekesa FC will play 
against Lamphel FC in the 
pre-quarterfinal on ct. 14.

Monday’s matches
Tiema-Khe Kidima vs Govt. 
Polytechnic Kohima at 12.30 

p.m
Rooster Club Phesama 
vs Mongols FC, Patkai, 

Dimapur at 2 p.m

development ‘at the grass-
roots level’ will be taken 
up as part of  the Khelo 

India project.  The process 
of  creating an ‘all Manipur 
playfield association’ is on; 

it will be in the line of  the 
All India playfield Associa-
tion in this regard.

Grand Elite’s 6-1 prov-
ing its contender-ship for 
this year edition too. Zo-
nipang striker Osenba J-7 
was the man of  the day, 
scoring a hat-trick. Zoni-
pang S/A started with a 
2-1 lead in the first half. 
Chubangangen J-17 scor-
ing in 12th minute and Salu 
Kulim Striker J-10 in 14th 
minute injected confident 
among the Zonipang play-

ers. However, Grand Elite’s 
came back in the 24th min-
ute for the consolation goal 
through its Striker Mhon-
chumo Kikon ending the 
first interval at 2-1.

M ov i n g  a h e a d  t o 
second half, Osen’s first 
score came in 47th min-
utes inside the penalty box 
when his team scooped 
in a perfect passed. Just 
four minutes later again 

Zonipang Mid-fielder Im-
litoshi J-8 came to tally 
up the score board to 4-1.
Osen took the opportunity 
in the 56th minutes when 
the goal-keeper move-up 
to the penalty area. He 
delivered a long rang shot 
from the center area as the 
Elite’s goal-keeper fails to 
save it the ball flew into the 
empty  net.

Osen again slotting 

his home goal number 
three in the 61 minutes 
after passing more than 
three defenders and the 
goal keeper sliding a short 
range shot near the left 
corner finishing the match 
with a 6-1 victory.

Playing the third match 
of  the day, Arikotong reg-
istered win against Alem-
pang Y/D by 2-1. Ariko-
tong made its two goals 
through stunning strikes 
from its forward players 
Wisu Kalengta J-10 in 15th 
and 26th minutes. The 
lone goal for Alempang 
was scored by Lipoktoshi 
in 33rd minutes of  the first 
interval.
Monday’s matches

From 1p.m onwards
United brothers F/C vs 
Mongsenbai Youngsters

Y/A Marepkong vs Soccer 
Club

HOLLOTOLI SCHOOL

* Registration is open for NURSERY & PREP for the   
Session 2018-2019.

*  Registration Forms can be obtained from    
the School o�ce on all working days from    
9th of October 2017 onwards between 09:00 AM to 02:00 PM.

*  Last date of registration is 10th November 2017.
*  Interview will be on 18th November 2017.
* Eligibility: 4 years and above.

Admission for the Academic Session 2018-2019

Email: hollotolischool@gmail.com

: 03862 – 234175/8415924391
D-4707


