
Sudarsham Bhagat addressing the civic reception at the Anu Mai 
Amphithreatre in Chuchuyimlang village in Mokokchung district on 
Thursday, Oct. 5.
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A section of a crowd that attended a public rally against illegal immigrants looks on during the event on Thursday, at Chumukedima. 
EM Images/Caisii Mao
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Min.Max. Max.Min.
Aizawl 28° 21 °
Agartala 33° 26°

Gangtok 24° 14°

Guwahati 32° 24°

Imphal 29° 20°

Itanagar 29° 21°

Shillong 23° 17°

Delhi 36° 23°

Kolkata 32° 26°

Chennai 34° 25°

 Max:  Min:
KOHIMA 27° 18°
DIMAPUR 31° 22°
 RF:  RH:
KOHIMA 8mm 92%
DIMAPUR 5mm 88%
* Rainfall (RF) * Relative humidity (RH)
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‘Toughen ILP restrictions without 
antagonising original settlers’

Governor Acharya wishes the 
Khiamniungan and the Pochury

Kazuo Ishiguro wins Nobel Prize in Literature

Cabinet seeks one month 
to solve NCS crisis   

Bhagat takes Modi's farmer agenda to Mokokchung

Resolutions adopted 
at the rally (verbatim): 

EastErn Mirror

Staff Reporter
Dimapur, Oct. 5 (EMN): 
The need to strengthen the 
ILP mechanism in the state 
and filter the entry of im-
migrants from Bangladesh 
– without antagonising the 
Indian Muslims already set-
tled in pockets of the state 
– was the recurring mes-
sage of a public rally held 
at Chumukedima on Thurs-
day. 

The rally, according to 
the organisers (Tribal Un-
ion Chumukedima Town), 
was called for the purpose 
of creating “mass aware-
ness on the menace of ran-
dom influx of illegal Bang-
ladeshi immigrants”. 

“It is important and it 
is necessary to make it ab-
solutely clear that this is 
not a rally against Muslims. 
This is a rally against illegal 
Bangladeshis. They are not 
Indians. They are foreigners 
and we, the people of Na-
galand say that these illegal 
foreigners must be deported 
from our land. 

“That is the issue and 
this is not against the Mus-

lims in general. This confu-
sion should not harass or 
put our little children in the 
mainland (states of India) 
in any kind of difficulties,” 
according to the retired bu-
reaucrat, Khekiye K Sema. 

He felt that even as the 
“IBI (illegal Bangladeshi 
immigrants) issue” has be-
come very ‘serious’ in the 
state, the people of Naga-
land are still ‘sleeping over 
it.’ Sema cited the cases of  
Tripura and Assam where 
the local people have now 
come to be dominated by 
immigrants from Bangla-
desh. 

“Letting them work 
is not a problem, but the 
dangerous act that is being 
committed by the elders in 
the villages is by putting 
their names in the electoral 
rolls. That is a legal situa-
tion, a legal status that we 
are giving the Bangladeshis. 
The next that happens is, 
because they come in such 
huge numbers and they get 
enrolled in the electoral 
rolls, during the election 
time they become a very se-

rious force.”
And it was for this rea-

son that no political party or 
government would seek “to 
do anything about chasing 
the IBI”, he said. “People 
like you and I must realise 
this, stand up together and 
begin to resolve.”

The inner line permit 
(ILP) as a mechanism to 
check the entry of the im-
migrants is as good as a 
passport, Sema reasoned 
while suggesting that the 
verification process to at-
tain ILP should be made as 
strict as that of a passport. 

“We have to make it 
compulsory that all crite-
ria to obtain ILP must be 
upgraded. The state gov-
ernment must create an 
ILP department so that the 
norms required, the rules 
required are fulfilled before 
issue of ILP like that of the 
passport and as strict as the 
passport,” he said adding 
that the ILP department 
should be headed by “sen-
ior responsible people” who 
can network with “other 
people like Tripura and As-

sam”. 
Sema also suggested 

forming a ‘state-level fo-
rum’ to tackle the issue.  

An official of the Naga 
Students’ Federation reit-
erated the organisation’s 
contention that the provi-
sions of the Bengal Eastern 
Frontier Regulation of 1873 
have become irrelevant in 
the present context. 

Calling for a review of  
it, the NSF official said that 
the ILP restrictions should 
include Dimapur district as 
well. 

His view was echoed by 
a representative of Western 
Sumi Hoho, who said that 
his organisation has already 
served a 30-day ultimatum 
to the state government to 
implement ILP restrictions 
in Dimapur. According to 
him, with or without the 
government’s sanction, af-
ter expiry of the deadline 
the WSH would be enforc-
ing ILP restrictions in the 
western Sumi jurisdiction. 

The chairman of Chu-
mukedima village, Razou-
votuo Chatsü also reiter-

1. That henceforth no fresh trade licence/permit shall 
be issued to illegal Bangladeshi Immigrants nor 
shall existing trade permits/licences be allowed for 
renewal in Chumukedima Area. 

2. That henceforth IBIs shall be restricted to carry on 
all forms of trade and businesses which also include 
transportation, sale and purchase of domestic ani-
mals, fishes, fowls and vegetables etc. 

3. That henceforth both commercial and non-commer-
cial vehicles shall not be rented or leased out to the 
IBIs. 

4. That henceforth no Nagas or for that matter Indians 
shall buy or sale from this community. 

5. That, henceforth IBIs shall not be permitted to run 
any business by holding the name of indigenous 
local permits nor indigenous locals shall be allowed/
permitted to let IBIs run business in their name. IBIs 
are also totally prohibited to do or run business with 
indigenous local on partnership basis. 

6. Appeal the state govt. to strongly and effectively im-
plement the ILP. The state govt. is further appealed 
to impose ILP in the entire state of Nagaland

7. That who had already fled since after the incidence 
of 21st Sept 2017 shall not be allowed to come back 
at any cost. Their local land and house owners are 
also given the responsibility to effectively enforce 
and adhere (to) the 5th October, 2017 resolution. 

8. In the eventuality of any grievous crime committed 
by the tenants (IBIs) or IBIs accused absconding, 
the house/land owners shall be fully liable to bear 
the responsibility. Therefore house/land owners are 
warned to take necessary precautionary measures to 
avoid any unwanted eventuality. 

9. Appeal and call upon to all the Indian Muslim com-
munity in Nagaland and Chumukedima in particular 
to chalk out/work out the mechanism to trace out 
the IBI's and to assist the concerned authority in 
evacuating the IBI's from our land.

Work is accomplished 
by those employees who 

have not yet reached their 
level of incompetence.

Laurence J. Peter

Rhythm of Love: In 
conversation with Soyingo 
Kikon  | P10

Mirror Takes

I'll be going away dada. If you 
ever come to Dimapur, do visit us 

okay. See you.

~ Arien

Pique in the spotlight as Spain look 
to clinch World Cup berth |  P11

   Akhilesh re-elected 
SP chief for next 5 yrs

ated that the rally was not 
against the Muslims. “In 
fact we need the help of the 
Muslims as well as the Hin-
dus here to help us identify 
the genuine citizens from 
the illegal immigrants.”    

Dr. Khekugha Murru, 
general secretary of the 
Business Association of  
Nagas, spoke from the eco-
nomic perspective – how 
the market has come under 
the control of the “IBIs” 

with the help of some of the 
members of the Naga politi-
cal groups. 

He reasoned that even 
if  the ILP were enforced 
in Dimapur, the migrant 
workers can always come 
and work for a certain peri-
od of time after which they 
simply have to renew their 
permit. Other speakers in-
clude representatives from 
NTC, CNTC, CPO CYO 
and AYO.  

Dimapur, Oct. 5 (EMN): 
Governor of Nagaland 
PB Acharya has extended 
greetings on the occasion of  
Toskum and Yemshe festi-
vals falling on October 5 – 
respective premier festival  
of the Khiamniungan and 
Pochury tribes. 

“In a message ad-

Dimapur, Oct. 5 (EMN): 
The government of Naga-
land on Thursday conduct-
ed an emergency meeting in 
the wake of the decision of  
the Nagaland Civil Service 
(NCS) officers to announce 
a mass casual leave.

A press release from 
the chief minister’s office 
on Thursday informed that 
said meeting was “by sepa-
rate meetings with repre-
sentatives of NCSA and 
Confederation of All Naga-
land State Services Employ-
ees’ Association (CANS-
SEA) at chief minister’s 
residential office.”

“After hearing their 
views, the cabinet impressed 
upon the members that the 
issues raised by the associa-
tions should be resolved in 
accordance with the letter 
and spirit of the rules. “The 
cabinet also appealed to the 
members of the associa-
tions not to resort to mass 
casual leave/agitation and 
work towards amicable, fair 
and just resolution of the 
matter.  

“The cabinet also 
constituted a cabinet sub-
committee to examine all 
relevant issues relating to 
promotion/ selection to 
IAS and give its recommen-
dations within a month to 
the government for reso-
lution of the matter and 
onward necessary action,” 
stated the CMO statement. 

The cabinet sub-com-
mittee comprises Imkong L 
Imchen, Y Patton, Mmhon-
lumo Kikon, Neiba Kronu, 
Abhishek Singh, Khanrinla 
Koza, and K. Sema, as 
members.  

“Chief Minister TR 
Zeliang urged the mem-
bers not to resort to un-
healthy agitation, saying it 
is not government or offic-
ers alone but public will be 
greatly affected. ‘All should 
be guided by laid down 
Rules and Regulations, if  
you feel you are deprived of, 
then government will look 
into the matter.  The mass 
casual leave will paralyze 
the administrations and se-
riously impact the general 
public.’ 

“He said, NCS being 
the premier service, no 
party should stick to their 
stand. ‘There should be a 
room for discussion and 
amicable solution. NCS or 
non-NCS officers, both are 
government officers and 
neither of the party should 
be victimized. Government 
will not violate the laid 
down rules and assured 
both the parties that justice 
will be imparted,’” it stated.

NCSA cries ‘betrayal’ 
In a separate statement the 
Nagaland Civil Service As-
sociation (NCSA) stated 
that on 29th Feb 2016 the 
retirement of an NCS in-
ducted IAS officer created 
a subsequent vacancy in the 
state IAS quota. 

“However, the NCSA 
was shocked and disap-
pointed at the government’s 
unprecedented decision 
to fill the vacant post from 

amongst the non SCS 
(State Civil Service) offic-
ers. While stating this, the 
NCSA in no way demeans 
the capabilities of officers 
from other services but rath-
er appreciates the immense 
contributions they have 
made to the state's progress 
thus far.

“As per the 
IAS(Recruitment) Rules 
1954, non SCS may be ac-
commodated within the 
33.33% of the total strength 
of the IAS cadre of a state 
under ‘special circumstanc-
es’, limited to a maximum 
of 15% of the 33.33%. 
While the NCSA is well 
aware of the provisions for 
selection of officers from 
non SCS to the IAS, the in-
terpretation of rules appears 
to have become a point of  
contention and that such 
a contentious issue should 
have been deliberated and 
resolved instead of unilater-
ally interpreting it to deny 
the SCS.”

The Civil Service Board 
(CSB) in view of the urgen-
cy recommended the above 
stated vacancy to be filled 
up from among the ‘eligible 
and meritorious SCS (NCS) 
officers’ which was ap-
proved by the chief minister 
on June 30 last, it informed. 

“However, on 16th Sep-
tember 2017, this recom-
mendation of the CSB and 
approval thus given was un-
ceremoniously overturned 
without a definitive reason.  
It may be mentioned that 
the NCS fraternity spends 
the larger part of their ca-
reer manning the remot-
est and most challenging 
administrative areas of the 
state. The eventual induc-
tion into the IAS is a career 
incentive and distinction to 
look forward to. 

“Therefore, the unprec-
edented decision of  the 
government to do away 
with one post of  IAS, is not 
only a blow to the morale 
of  the NCS offices, but is 
being viewed deeply as a 
mark of  betrayal and disre-
gard.  Even now in October 
2017, the vacancy remains 
unoccupied; an inordinate 
delay. 

“The NCSA decided to 
hold an emergency consult-
ative meeting by assembling 
all its members in the state 
capital after its several rep-
resentations to the govern-
ment elicited no response. 
For an illustrious associa-
tion like the NCSA to resort 
to such extreme steps indi-
cates the severe displeasure 
of the association.

'The 3-day consultative 
meet was to deliberate on 
the maintenance of status 
quo and to ensure that the 
IAS post is filled up from 
amongst the NCS since the 
vacancy arose due to the 
superannuation of an IAS 
officer who was inducted 
from the NCS. The NCSA 
appreciates the government 
for setting up a cabinet sub-
committee to examine the 
matter and looks forward to 
timely recommendation,' it 
stated.

Our Correspondent
Mokokchung, Oct. 5 
(EMN): Union Minister 
of State for Tribal Affairs  
Sudarsham Bhagat on 
Thursday announced that 
the Modi government had 
plans to double farmers’ in-
come in the next five years 
as the nation celebrates the 
75th anniversary of the 
Quit India Movement.

The Union minister was 
addressing a civic reception 
at the Anu Mai Amphi-
threatre in Chuchuyimlang 
village under Mokokchung 
district. After recently tak-
ing charge of the ministry, 
this is his first visit to Naga-
land.

Bhagat said that Prime 
Minister Modi was 'very 
serious about eradicating 
poverty' and had given  pri-

ority to the social-economic 
development of the farm-
ers; therefore hundreds 
of schemes have been 
launched for the uplift of  
the rural people which are 
now implemented by the 
state governments, he said.

The minister of state 
said that the Tribal Minis-
try had also implemented 
many schemes to 'remove 
poverty among the tribal 
community.' He  urged the 
people to take advantage of  
the various schemes from  
the tribal ministry through 
the state government and 
district administrations.

Bhagat visited Ekalavya 
Model Residential School 
(EMRS) at Tizit besides  in-
specting an under-construc-
tion multi-purpose hall 
funded by the Ministry of  

Tribal Affairs at Chuchuy-
imlang village.

The minister  also said 
that 'compared to other 

states' Nagaland was 'more 
advanced in education' 
but lamented that com-
pared to private schools, 

government-run schools 
were lacking in certain ar-
eas. Therefore, he said the 
EMRS was started to give 
tribal children the same fa-
cilities and quality educa-
tion like private schools do.

“Until people are edu-
cated and literate our coun-
try cannot progress there-
fore our ministry is laying 
more focus on education,” 
Bhagat asserted.

Also, he lauded the peo-
ple of Nagaland for their 
warm hospitality and  said 
that he was impressed to 
see the 'rich costumes' and 
traditions still being 'con-
served' by the people.   

The union minister 
was accompanied by the 
advisor for Planning and 
Coordination CM Chang 
and former minister Nuklu-

toshi Longkumer. Both the 
advisors spoke at the pro-
gramme.

Advisor Nuklutoshi 
highlighted two assets, 
namely the amphitheatre    
and the under-construction 
multi-purpose hall provid-
ed by Ministry for Tribal 
Affairs, adding that these 
facilities have proven to be 
'instrumental in bolstering 
the development of the vil-
lage.'

Further, he mentioned  
the NIELET branch under 
the Ministry of Information 
Technology and the Ma-
hatma Gandhi Academy 
of Human Development 
which have 'contributed im-
mensely towards imparting 
training and education' to 
the tribal students.

He informed about 

plans to upgrade the acad-
emy to a 'skill university' 
'shortly' and appealed to the 
Union minister to explore  
possibilities for support to 
these projects 'which will 
benefit  not only  the peo-
ple of  Nagaland but also   
people from the Northeast 
states and the ASEAN 
countries.'

Earlier, Ao Sanen 
Pongen, chairman of the 
Village Council of Chu-
chuyimlang delivered the 
welcome address;  Meren 
Shilu, associate pastor for 
youth ministry, pronounced 
the invocation.

Cultural performances  
were also presented by 
Chang tribe (Yaongyimti 
village), Phom tribe (Huk-
phang Village) and Ao tribe 
(Chuchuyimlang village).

dressed to both communities, the governor re-
minded them to also appreciate the farmers for 
their hard work who provide for us. He said that 
the central and state governments have welfare 
projects for farmers such as soil testing, Kisan 
credit card, National Food Security Mission etc 
to help in production and productivity. ‘It should 
be our responsibility that these welfare projects 
are made known to them and motivate them to 
avail the services for their benefit’ the governor 
stated,” read the statement from the Raj Bhavan 
on Thursday.  

The governor also opined that the festivals 
should provide opportunities for budding genera-
tions and other villagers to display their skills and 
physical strength. He added the festivals should 
be a source for building unity and called on all to 
come together and make the atmosphere condu-
cive in towns and villages for peaceful co-exist-
ence and all round development in the state.

“He also encouraged the two tribes to safe-
guard and promote their rich culture and tradi-
tions through their festivals. ‘May the festivals of  
Toskum and Yemshe bring peace, unity and pros-
perity to the Khiamniungan and Pochury com-
munities in particular and Nagas in general’”, he 
wished.

Stockholm, Oct. 5 (IANS): Acclaimed Japa-
nese-born British writer Kazuo Ishiguro was on 
Thursday named the winner of the Nobel Prize 
in Literature for 2017.

Ishiguro is one of the most celebrated con-
temporary fiction authors in the English-speak-
ing world, having received four Man Booker 
Prize nominations, and winning the 1989 award 
for his novel "The Remains of the Day".

The Swedish Academy hailed Ishiguro for 
his "novels of great emotional force" in which 
he has "uncovered the abyss beneath the illusory 
sense of connection with the world".

Ishiguro was born in Japan in 1954 and his 
family moved to the United Kingdom when he 
was just five-years-old. Ishiguro obtained his 
bachelor's degree from the University of Kent 
in 1978 and his Master's from the University of  
East Anglia's creative writing course in 1980. 

Memory, time and self  delusion are some 
of the constant themes in his literary works. Ka-
zuo Ishiguro has written eight books, as well as 
scripts for film and television.

With the dystopian work "Never Let Me Go" 
(2005), Ishiguro introduced a cold undercurrent 
of science fiction into his work. Ishiguro's lat-
est novel, "The Buried Giant" (2015) explores 
how memory relates to oblivion, history to the 
present, and fantasy to reality.

He was chosen from diverse proposals made 
by literary stalwarts and former Nobel laure-
ates from across the globe. An assembly of 18 
Swedes, the Academy members are elected by 
secret ballot to their roles and hold them for 
life. For the eventual winner to be decided, it is 
mandatory for more than half of the academy's 
members to vote in his/her favour.

The Swedish Academy had received and ap-
proved 240 proposals for this year and 195 can-
didates were nominated. 



Students urged to spread 
awareness in conserving wildlife
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Forest officials and participants during the observation of Wildlife Week at Thanamir village, Peren.

District Task Force  seen here in immunization’s meeting.

AICRP (VC), Nagaland Centre, SASRD, NU team along with the participants at Hekheshe village.

Doctors from Maharashtra to meet H&FW officials

UGC directs educational institutions 

AYO to organise disaster preparedness training

KIN appreciates GoI and NNPGs’ dialogue

Tuensang oldest persons felicitated

DDSC, DDFA mourn Awomi’s demise

District Task Force meet for IMI

SASRD organises training on vegetable nursery management

NPF Noklak dismayed 
over press statement  

Gov. to grace skill development 
training in Meriema
The Governor PB Acharya will be gracing the skill 
development and entrepreneurship training at NIELIT 
hall, Meriema as chief guest on Oct. 6. The training 
is being organised by Career & Placement Cell and 
Department of English, Nagaland University. District 
Project Officer LRD Dr. M Tseikha and HoD department 
of Animal Production Management SASRD, NU Dr. 
Catherine Rutsa will spoke on coffee and rubber 
plantation and livestock farming respectively in the 
technical session.

ASKK annual general meeting
The Aphuyemi Sumi Kuqhakulu Kohima (Pughoboto 
Area Public Organization Kohima) has convened an 
annual general meeting on Oct. 11, 3:30 p.m. at the 
Heritage, old DC Bungalow, Officers Hill, Kohima. 
The meeting has been called to discuss some urgent 
and important issues concerning the welfare of Sumi 
Aphuyemi living in Kohima town. All advisors, ex-office 
bearers, executive members, unit representatives, 
unit president and office bearers, well wishers and 
concerned aphuyemis are requested to attend the 
meeting positively.

NPYC presidential council meet
Nagaland Pradesh Youth Congress (NPYC) general 
secretary (Adm) has informed all the president 
of District Youth Congress, that there will be a 
presidential council meeting on Oct. 14, 11 a.m. at 
NPYC president’s chamber, Congress Bhavan, Kohima. 
All the concerned have been requested to attend the 
meeting positively.

NNC/GDRN (N/A) terminates member
NNC/GDRN (Non Accord) Kilonser MIP Khehoto Rochill 
has informed that the service of Major Mongyimpa 
Chang, son of Sokum Chang of Yimrub village, Chang 
region, Tuensang command of NNC/GDRN (N/A) has 
been terminated with immediate effect for indulging in 
anti-national activities and extortion. Offices/business 
establishments and public are therefore informed not 
to entertain or deal with the said person for any matter 
relating to NNC/GDRN (N/A).

NewS iN Brief

WeAtheR foReCAst iN otheR DistRiCts 

Max Min DP Rh Rf

WoKhA 25.2 18.6 22.3 95 NIL

ZBt 21.5 16.4 17.1 81 NIL

MoN 32 21.2 20.8 93 NIL

tueNsANG 23.2 18 19.4 89 3.1

MKG 27 19.4 20 78 2

PheK 27 18.2 20.6 96 4.2

KiPhiRe 26 20 20.7 98 6

seChÜ ZuBZA 28 19 22.2 73 4.4

LoNGLeNG 16.2 16.2 14.4 88 11.6

tseMiNYu 26.8 20.2 20.9 78 NIL

JALuKie 23 12 17.9 82 NIL

MANGKoLeMBA 32.6 23.8 25.6 74 NIL

*Dew Point (DP) *Relative Humidity (RH) * Rainfall (RF)

Source: Department of Soil & Water Conservation, Nagaland 

Dimapur, Oct. 5 (EMN): 
DFO Kiphire Rajesh Ku-
mar, IFS while elaborating 
on the theme of  Wildlife 
Week 2017, “Listen to the 
young voices,” called for 
support of  the younger 
generation particularly the 
students in spreading the 
awareness on wildlife con-
servation.

Addressing the Wild-
life Week programme at 
Likhimro Bridge, near 
Thanamir village under 
Pungro sub-division on 
Oct. 3 as guest of  honour, 
Kumar highlighted the’ 
unique land pattern sys-
tem’ in which any conser-
vation initiatives from the 
Forest department cannot 
be implemented effectively 
without the community 

involvement.
He said that Pungro 

range is a high priority 
in the newly created ter-
ritorial forest division at 
Kiphire. While describing 
the importance of  wildlife 
in the natural regeneration 
of  forests, he explained as 
to how wild boars act as 
the farmer of  the forest. He 
further shared the difficult 
faced by the government 
in passing benefits to the 
people situated in such 
remote areas. 

W i l d l i f e  Wa r d e n 
Kiphire  Suman W M 
Sivachar, IFS, exhorted 
the gathering in protect-
ing the voiceless wildlife. 
“Man can speak about his 
problems and issues but 
animals cannot do so,” he 

said. He also shared on 
the organizational struc-
ture within the Forest de-
partment – Territorial and 
Wildlife divisions and their 
predominant functions. 

Sivachar also high-
lighted that Wildlife and 
Environment preservation 
as envisaged in the Consti-
tution of  India. 

In addition to funda-
mental duty: Article 51(A)
(g) and  directive princi-
ples of  state policy: Article 
48A , he said the Wildlife 
Protection Act 1972 has 
listed out the wildlife of  
importance in Schedules I, 
II, III and IV. Hunting or 
poaching of  wildlife listed 
in these schedules will re-
sult in not only in a hefty 
fine but also imprisonment 

of  up to seven years, he 
informed. 

Reminding  on  the 
plantation drives that were 
undertaken last month 
in Fakim, Thanamir and 
Vongtsuvong, he assured 
that the department would 
undertake more such drives 
in the area.

Sivachar also informed 
that Bhutan Glory Eco 
Club has also been sought 
to help in creation of  new 
Eco clubs in the area and to 
undertake micro-awareness 
programmes in association 
with Kiphire Wildlife Divi-
sion.  Further, he requested 
the public to report crop 
depredation by wildlife to 
the department immedi-
ately.

Short speeches were 

given by the Village Coun-
cil Chairmen (VCC) from 
Vongtsuvong, Thanamir, 
Fakim, Tsundang and 
Penkim. The Khongsa 
Area Public Organization 
(KAPO) president cum 
VCC Penkim requested 
the department to set up 
Eco Clubs in Khongsa 
area on the same line of  
Bhutan Glory Eco Club 
(BGEC), Fakim. The VCC 
also requested the depart-
ment to take up plantation 
activities in their area and 
also to have a Forest range 
in Pungro area.

Master Educator Bhu-
tan Glory Eco Club Y 
Tsuseki gave presentation 
on activities of  the club. He 
informed that along with 
VCC Fakim Hanruthong, 
would be undertaking a 
trip to Eagle Nest Wildlife 
Sanctuary, Tezpur, Aru-
nachal Pradesh to under-
stand conservation strate-
gies by local communities 
there.

To mark the event, the 
Kiphire Wildlife Division, 
Department of  Environ-
ment Forests & Climate 
Change also organising 
awareness programme for 
the public and painting 
competition for students 
of  the area. 

T h e  p r o g r a m  wa s 
attended by Thanamir, 
Fakim,  Vongtsuvong, 
Tsundang, Penkim, Salomi 
and Khongsa village.

Dimapur, Oct. 5 (EMN): A team 
of  five doctors from Maharashtra, 
at the initiative of  the Governor 
PB Acharya will be visiting the 
state capital from Oct. 6 to 8. The 
team will have a meeting with the 
Minister for Health and Family 

Welfare and doctors of  the state 
at Raj Bhavan, Kohima on Oct. 7 
and visit places in Kohima. 

According to DIPR report, 
K&T Keditsu Foundation will 
be arranging the meeting with 
doctors. 

The visiting team include sur-
geon from Trustee Vivekanand 
Medical Foundation, Latur, Ma-
harashtra, Dr. Ashok Kukade; 
chief  gynaecologist, Vivekanand 
Medical Foundation, Dr. Jyot-
sna Kukade; International fame 

orthopaedic surgeon and chief  
of  Sancheti Institute of  Ortho & 
Rehabilitation,  Pune, Dr. Kantilal 
Sancheti;  a leading pathologist 
in Pune, Dr. Vijay Karnik; and 
paediatric practioner, Dr. Kund-
Karnik.

Dimapur, Oct. 5 (EMN): The University 
Grants Commission (UGC) has issued a 
notification on guidelines on the “Safety 
of students on and off  campuses of higher 
educational institutional,” which was com-
municated vide UGC letter on April 16, 
20l5. 

The circular requested the adminis-
trators of  educational institutions across 
the country to ensure that students are 
safeguarded against attacks, threats and 
accidents. Apprising of  the government’s 
priority of making the students aware about 
disaster management in higher educational 
Institutions, UGC called for planning to 
mitigate natural disasters and emergencies. 

The notification issued by Secretary 
of  UGC PK Thakur, IP&TAFS directed 
all universities to consider compulsory 
courses on Disaster Management for all 
students which shall include bomb threat, 
earthquake, explosion, hazardous mate-
rial spill/release, campus shooting, terrorist 
incidence and financial emergency such as 
a sudden health emergency, unexpected 
loss of income, death in the family or other 
family emergency, rent in arrears and risk 
of eviction and natural disaster. The institu-
tions have further been requested to convey 
relevant instructions to all the affiliated 
colleges, for inclusion of this course in their 
curriculum.

Dimapur, Oct. 5 (EMN): 
The Dimapur District 
Sports Council (DDSC) and 
the Dimapur District Foot-
ball Association (DDFA) 
expressed shock over the 
untimely demise of  assist-
ant director, department 
of  Youth Resources and 
Sports,  Nizheto Awomi, on 
Oct. 4  after a brief  illness at 
Kohima. 

Recollecting their asso-
ciation with Awomi, as Dis-
trict Sports Officer (DSO), 
DDSC and DDFA remem-
bered him as an efficient of-
ficer and a dedicated person 
who was always ready to 
help the young and aspiring 
sports person both in his 
official capacity and person-
ally. Noting him as a popu-
lar sportsman during his 

youth and also representing 
the state in Table Tennis, the 
two associations added that 
his affable character made 
him popular. 

While also expressing 
deep condolences to his 
wife Mrs. Akala Awomi 
and children, the DDSC 
and DDFA prayed for the 
departed soul to rest in eter-
nal peace.

Dimapur, Oct. 5 (EMN): 
The Angami Youth Or-
ganisation (AYO) will be 
organising training on dis-
aster preparedness, first aid 
and environment protection 
for community level first 
responders at Khonoma 
village from Oct. 9 to 14. 
The training programme is 
being organised in collabo-
ration with the Nagaland 
State Disaster Management 

Authority (NSDMA) and 
the Department of Environ-
ment, Forest and Climate 
Change.

AYO in a press release 
informed that the training 
is being organised to impart 
proper training to commu-
nity level youth who are 
usually the first responders 
in times of accidents, forest 
fires and natural disasters. 
It also informed that par-

ticipants of the training will 
assist the NSDMA not only 
as first responders but also as 
trainers when training pro-
grammes are organised in 
future by the department.

All participants are di-
rected to reach the training 
venue latest by 2 p.m.  on 
Oct. 8. Presidents of all the 
ranges (CYO, SAYO, NAYO 
and WAYO) are asked to 
ensure the same.

Dimapur, Oct. 5 (EMN): 
The Kuki Inpi Nagaland 
(KIN) through its President 
L Gangte expressed ap-
preciation to the GoI and 
the NNPGs for holding the 
first round of  political dia-
logue to resolve the Indo-
Naga political issue. 

The KIN mentioned 

the desire for all the citizens 
of  Nagaland and every 
Naga political groups to get 
on board for talks to bring 
a permanent political set-
tlement to the “long pend-
ing Naga political issue.” 
It further stated the hope 
that the GoI will give due 
consideration and bring the 

NSCN (K) also to the nego-
tiating table for a complete 
and permanent solution.

 “It is our prayer that 
the ongoing peace talks 
between the GoI and the 
Naga Political groups will 
continue till an amicable 
settlement is arrived” the 
press release stated.

Dimapur, Oct. 5 (EMN): 
Tuensang along with the 
rest of  the country ob-
served International Day 
for Older Person on Oct. 1 
at CKS Hall with Deputy 
Commissioner, Tuensang 
L Jamithung Lotha as 
chief  guest. 

The programme was or-
ganised by Social Welfare 
department and UTELU 
under the theme “Senior 

citizens older persons is the 
treasure of  the country.”  

Speaking on the occa-
sion, Jamithung lauded 
the organisers for organ-
ising the programme to 
acknowledge the older per-
sons in the district. 

On the occasion, the 
oldest female and male 
were awarded to Lam Khi-
amniungan and Temjen-
meren Sangtam. 

The programme was 
attended by around 280 
senior citizens of  the town. 
K. Yongkai of  Phom Bap-
tist Church, Tuensang said 
a special prayer for the 
senior citizens. 

DWO Tuensang S Ma-
kokba Sangtam delivered 
introductory speech while 
joint secretary UTELU, 
Impongsoted proposed 
vote of  thanks.

Dimapur, Oct. 4 (EMN): 
AICRP (VC), Nagaland 
Centre, SASRD, NU under 
TSP (Tribal Sub Plan) con-
ducted a farmer’s training 
on “Nursery management 
of  vegetable crops” at Hek-
heshe village. The training 
programme was graced by 
In-charge ICAR-AICRP 
(VC), SASRD, NU Dr. SP 
Kanaujia.

The training was or-
ganised to highlight the 
farmers on the importance 
of  nursery management 
in vegetable production 
and to make them aware 
of  the benefits and advan-

tages of  raising a vegetable 
nursery. 

Dr. Moakala Chang-
kija,  Scientist ,  ICAR-
AICRP (VC) and GB of  
Hekheshe village also gave 
brief  speeches during the 
meeting. 

Scientist ICAR-AICRP 
(VC) Dr. Aastik Jha, dem-
onstrated on nursery man-
agement of  vegetable crops 
and preparation of  nursery 
beds and its management. 

Seeds of  different veg-
etables were distributed 
to all 75 participants from 
Hekheshe vi l lage and 
Tsüüma village. 

Dimapur, Oct. 5 (EMN): The 56th A/C 
Noklak NPF office bearers have expressed 
shock and dismay by press statements 
issued by “some self  proclaim party lead-
ers” claiming to have withdrawn their sup-
port from NPF President Dr. Shurhozelie 
Leizietsu and MLA 56th  A/C Noklak P 
Longon.

In a press release issued by 56th A/C 
Noklak president, P Peshing and general 
secretary, Thangpong, stated that the state-

ment was baseless and unfounded.
They also mentioned that several 

rounds of  meetings were held and dis-
cussed for strengthening of  the party and 
its progress and all the party leaders have 
unanimously decided to continue their 
unflinching support to the party president 
and MLA. 

Further, the NPF Noklak unit ap-
pealed the public not to be carried away 
by such misleading statements.

 Dimapur, Oct. 5 (EMN): 
Phek district District Task 
Force for immunization 
held a meeting on Oct. 
4 at the office of  Deputy 
Commissioner Phek with 
Dileep Kumar Yadev SDO 
(Civil) Phek. 

In the meeting, Dis-
trict Immunization Officer, 
Phek Dr. Kolhitso Khalo, 
highlighted on the upcom-
ing activities of  Intensified 
Mission Indradhanush, to 
be conducted for 4 rounds 

from Oct. to Jan 2018 dur-
ing the second week of  
every month from 7 to14.

Informing that IMI is 
indented to reach out to 
partially immunised (drop 
out), unimmunised (left 
out) and resistant (LO-
DOR) section to get vac-
cinated during the special 
immunization drive in all 
the hard-to-reach areas and 
villages that do not have 
health units, the project 
officer briefed the stock sta-

tus of  vaccines and func-
tions of  cold chain points 
including those installed 
with temperature loggers 
for remotely monitoring 
temperature in Phek dis-
trict.

A letter from the Dis-
trict Administration, Phek, 
will also be forwarded to 
the village councils of  the 
identified villages to give 
support and co-operation 
during the IMI implemen-
tation, he infromed. 

Members of Kohima Press Club (KPC) who are currently on a tour to Itanagar, the capital of Arunachal 
Pradesh, made a courtesy visit to the IPR office on Oct. 5. Seen in the photograph are KPC members 
led by president Xavier Rütsa along with AP iPR Director obang tayeng and his subordinate officers.

the Government high school Ntu village students and teachers during the study tour to Guwahati. 
The four day tour was funded by teachers of the school, parliamentary secretary of Sericulture, Home 
Guards & Civil Defence, Namri Nchang, and Ntu Village Council chairman.
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Syntonia choir from Mokokchung performing at the 9th Asia Pacific Baptist Congress held at Sahid Jaya Hotel and Convention, Yogyakarta, in 
Indonesia on September 25.

(Inset) OSD of NSDMA, Johnny Ruangmei, speaking at the parents’ day celebration on October 5. Also in seen tiny tots of St. Anthony School 
enthralling the parents with their moves. 

Deputy Commissioner and vice chairman of DPDB, Dimapur, Kesonyu Yhome, chairing the monthly Dimapur 
DPDB at the DC’s conference hall on October 5.

Winners along with the department officials pose for a group photo after the State level science seminar 
held in Wokha on October 5.

Members of Re-Venture Club pose for a group photo after launching 
of the club on October 2.

Members of Tobu Christian Youth Endeavour (CYE) are seen engaging in a mass social on October 4 at Tobu 
town. The members have cleared the landslide between Tobu bazaar and football ground.

(Inset) Andrew Ahoto Sumi, chairman cum principal of Livingstone Foundation Higher Secondary 
School, Dimapur, speaking at the Yemshe festival celebration of the Pochury community on October 5 at 
Chumukedima Town Council Hall. Also seem in the picture are section of Pochury community during the 
celebration.

State

State attends Asia Pacific Baptist Congress

Parents reminded to mould children lives

Club formed to promote dignity of labour

State science seminar held in Wokha

Departments asked to 
prepare honest report

EM Images

St. Anthony School, Tenyiphe, celebrates parents’ day

Bharat in improvising proper 
sanitation facilities in all lo-
calities through segregation 
of wastes for recycling and 
eco friendly environment. In 
this context, she called upon 
the people to wake up and 

start contributing in building 
the nation a healthy place 
for living.

On the occasion, stu-
dents shared power point 
presentations and explained 
their projects where penal 

of  judges were Dr. Long-
shibemo Yanthan, Assistant 
Professor; Johny Patton, 
PGT GHSS Wokha; and Dr. 
Orenthung Ngullie, PGT 
GHSS Wokha.

In the power point pres-

Dimapur, Oct. 5 (EMN): 
To ensure implementation 
of  developmental works as 
per the guidelines, Deputy 
Commissioner, Dimapur, 
Kesonyu Yhome has di-
rected all departments to 
prepare honest report and 
to present their problems 
while implementing the 
projects.

Addressing the monthly 
Dimapur District Planning 
and Development Board 
(DPDB) held in his office’s 
conference hall on October 
5, Yhome, who is also the 
DPDB vice chairman, ap-
pealed to all departments 
to clearly mention the time-
line and the amount re-
ceived for the project, while 

presenting their report to 
ensure that developmental 
works are carried out as per 
the guidelines.

Basing on the verifica-
tion report of  the con-
cer ned administrat ive 
officers, the  board recom-
mended registration of  
Eliezer Home of  Hope at 
Unity Village (5th Mile), 
Dimapur; Learning Lad-
der Integration and Cog-
nizance, United Colony 
Ward-20; and Allied In-
stitute of  Information & 
Technology (IT), 4th Mile, 
Diphupar-A. 

The Board, after discus-
sion, decided to refer the 
proposal for registration 
of  Hazi Park Businessmen 

Welfare Committee to the 
concerned authority for 
re-examination and verifi-
cation.

Request for approval 
and recognition to run an 
autonomous open board in 
Nagaland NSOB was also 
one of  the agendas. After 
examining the matter, the 
Board decided to refer the 
matter back to the appli-
cant to approach the right 
authority as it felt that the 
Board was not the right 
authority.

Department of  Soil 
and Water Conservation 
and Fishery made power 
point presentations of  
their activities during the 
meeting.

KG-2014

Our Correspondent
Wokha, Oct. 5 (EMN): 
A total of  19 schools from 
different districts have par-
ticipated at the one-day 
State level science seminar 
at Town Hall Wokha on 
October 5. The seminar was 
organised by the Directo-
rate of  School Education 
and hosted by the office of  
District Education Officer 
(DEO) on a topic “Swachh 
Bharat: Role of science and 
technology promises and 
challenges.”

Lebu Krose, Deputy Dis-
trict Education Officer, Wok-
ha, in his welcome address, 
highlighted on the principle 
of Swachh Bharat in making 
clean India by achieving the 
vision of total sanitation by 
2019 initiated by the Prime 
Minister, Narendra Modi 
which was launched on Oc-
tober 2, 2014.

She also shared the aims 
and objectives of  Swachh 

entation, Anushka Bhattach-
arjee of St. John Higher Sec-
ondary School, Dimapur, 
was declared the champion 
followed by Saptaparna 
Mandal of  Holy Cross 
Higher Secondary School, 
Dimapur, as the runners-up, 
and Ledina Longkumer of  
Jubilee Memorial School, 
Mokokchung, as the second 
runner-up.

Limadangit Jamir, Dep-
uty Director of DSE, in his 
vote of  thanks, informed 
that the winners will repre-
sent the State at the national 
level seminar on November 
9 in Kolkata. He further in-
formed that the department 
of  School Education will 
continue to conduct yearly 
seminars in every district 
alternately.

The programme was 
chaired by N Asenla Pongen 
and a welcome song was 
presented by students of  
Springdale School, Wokha.

and The Union of  Indone-
sia Baptist Churches.

Bible study, workshops 
and worship services were 
the highlights at the 9th 
Asia Pacific Baptist Con-
gress. The welcome ad-
dress, on the first day of  the 
Congress, was delivered by 
Rev. Dr. Ross Clifford from 
Australia and the outgo-

ing president of  the Asian 
Pacific Baptist Federation 
(APBF).

Rev. Edwin Lam (Sin-
gapore) was elected the new 
president of  the APBF for 
a tenure of  five years, while 
Bijoy Sangma from GBC 
India, RatuInoke, Fiji, and 
Mark Wilson from Aus-
tralia were elected as the 

vice presidents. Vesekhoyi 
Tetseo (Vee) from Okinawa 
Baptist Convention, Japan, 
was elected as the general 
secretary.

The next edition of  the 
Asia Pacific Baptist Con-
gress will be held in Seoul, 
South Korea, in 2022.

It may be mentioned 
here that Syntonia is a well 

known choir in Mokokc-
hung, which has been per-
forming in different places 
in and outside Nagaland. It 
comprised of  married cou-
ples and has been singing 
as a group since 1995. The 
participation of  Syntonia 
in Yogyarkata was their 
first in an international 
platform.

pealed to every citizen, 
who use or pass through 
the bridge or hang-out with 
friends, to maintain cleanli-
ness, not to spit over the 
painted bridge and litter 
with bottles, wrappers etc. 
The committee has also 
decided to come out with 
many projects which will 
be beneficial for every citi-

zen. 
Meanwhile, the core 

committee has expressed 
gratitude to Imtimongba, 
Wongam, Toito Sumi, Rovi 
Kense, Bekora, Kevi Wall-
ing, Asangla, Alivi, Kim-
kim, Thuchu M Sharu, 
Manoj Shrestha, who have 
physically participated the 
whole day with the core. 

Dimapur, Oct. 5 (EMN): 
Syntonia, a well known 
choir in Mokokchung, and 
the Union Baptist Church 
(UBC), Kohima, have 
represented the Nagaland 
Baptist Churches Council 
(NBCC) at the recently 
concluded 9th Asia Pacific 
Baptist Congress held at 
Sahid Jaya Hotel and Con-
vention, Yogyakarta, in In-
donesia. The Congress was 
held from September 25 to 
29 on the theme “Never 
ending good news (Jesus 
Saves).”

In a gathering of around 
1100 delegates from across 
21 countries of  the Asia 
Pacific, delegates from Na-
galand performed differ-
ent genre of  gospel songs 
including folk fusion. The 
Congress was hosted by 
The Baptists of  Indonesia 

to tell how much they 
are grateful for providing 
every need they require 
to become a good citizen 
one day. 

“Our children today 
live in a very advanced 
technological era, so both 
the parents and teachers 
should be well updated 
and prepared in bringing 
them up to be a responsible 
citizen if  not it may have a 

destructive impact,” said 
Johnny.

Sharing story about a 
13 year old boy who was 
hired by Google Company 
and well paid for his excel-
lent work in developing 
programme, Ruangmei 
requested the parents to 
encourage their children 
to utilise their talent and 
ideas not only to get a 
government job but also 

to advance in the field of  
technology for a better 
earning. 

Directing his speech 
towards the students, he 
questioned “if  you don’t 
know where you are go-
ing, what is the purpose of  
your life? You will be lost 
one day.”

During the programme, 
parents were entertained 
with delightful folk songs, 

cultural dances, choreog-
raphy and beat boxing. 
The welcome speech was 
delivered by the school 
principal, Rev. Fr. Sajan 
Joseph, while speech on 
behalf  of  the parents was 
delivered by Head GB of  
Tenyiphe, Nolesa Zhotso, 
and the vote of  thanks 
was delivered given by the 
school vice principal, Rev. 
Fr. Dominic.

Dimapur, Oct. 5 (EMN): 
With the sole motive to 
cultivate dignity of  labour, 
like-minded persons have 
formed a club christened 
as Re-Venture Club (RVC) 
on October 2. The club 
was formed on October 
2 in commemorating the 
birth anniversary of  Ma-
hatma Gandhi at Patkai 
footbridge, constructed by 
Irrigation and Floods Con-
trol.

The club was launched 
with believe in peace, love 
and development and not 
on violence and hatred.

With the launch of  the 
club, the members under-
took a voluntary social ac-
tion at its launching place 
by painting the long stretch 
of  the footbridge with eco- 
friendly attractive colours 
with due permission from 
the administration, EAC 
cum administrator of  Chu-
mukedima town, Thejavizo 
Nakro.

The core committee has 
decided to conduct social 
action at a public bridge 
which served the commut-
ers a safe passage during 
swollen river of  Chathe 
during the monsoon sea-
son. 

The committee has ap-

Dimapur, Oct 5 (EMN): 
While appreciating the 
parents for walking an 
extra mile to let their chil-
dren live their dreams, they 
were reminded of  a bigger 
responsibility in shaping 
and moulding their lives 
to become responsible citi-
zens.

This concern was ex-
pressed by Johny Ruang-
mei, Officer on Special 
Duty (OSD) of  Nagaland 
State Disaster Manage-
ment Authority (NSD-
MA), while speaking as the 
chief  guest on the occasion 
of  parents’ day celebration 
at St. Anthony School, 
Tenyiphe, on October 5. 
Stating that parents’ day 
is celebrated to convey 
love and gratitude to each 
parent for their support 
and sacrifice, he said it 
is important for students 
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ISRO to set up research centre in Guwahati 

Manipur celebrates  Right to Information week

Nearly 70% long distance train restored

Manipur CM convenes cabinet meeting 
for various developments in the state 

Rivers in northeastern states will be cleaned — Meghwal

Ganga Prasad sworn in as M’laya governor

Five newborn die in Assam medical college in 24 hoursKSA calls for 
indefinite bandh

Tripartite meet to review creation of seven districts in Manipur

Sonowal witnesses 
demonstration by 
amphibious plane

Northeast receives uneven rains during monsoon 

Manipur’s growth depends on 
peaceful coexistence — CM Biren G u wa h a t i ,  O c t .  5  ( P T I ) : 

The Indian Space Research 
Organization (ISRO) will set up a 
research centre here for start ups, 
academicians, environmentalists 
and entrepreneurs.

ISRO would set up the exclusive 
research facility in Assam to 
explore the possibility of  using 
geospatial technology, which 
include data generated through 
global positioning system (GPS), 
geographical information systems 

(GIS) and satellite remote sensing 
for expediting the development of  
Assam, officials said here.

Remote sensing technology 
would be used for accurate flood 
warning system, prevention of soil 
erosion and land slides to name a 
few, they said.

The state government would 
provide land to ISRO free of cost for 
the research centre, Assam Chief  
Minister Sarbananda Sonowal told 
ISRO Chairman A S Kiran Kumar 

during a meeting between them 
here today, the officials said.

The state government would ink 
an MoU with the department of  
space for leveraging the potentials of  
the state for using space technology, 
they said.

Sonowal also requested the 
ISRO chairman to integrate space 
technology with Act East Policy 
so that space technology can be 
used as a bridge between the North 
East and other south east Asian 

countries.
He sought ISRO’s help to use 

space technology for drawing a 
broad remote sensing map to stop 
illegal trade of natural resources.

The CM hoped that  the 
government and ISRO would work 
together in carrying out survey 
of  the depth of  the Brahmaputra 
river which could help the state 
government’s proposed move to 
dredge it from Sadiya in Tinsukia 
to Dhubri in the state.

Our Correspondent
Imphal, Oct. 5 (EMN): 
The Right To Information 
week Celebration was held 
under the aegis of Manipur 
Information Commission 
under the sponsorship of  
Department of  Personnel 
and Training, Ministry 
o f  Per sonne l ,  Pub l i c 
Grievances & Pensions, 
Government of  India at 
Manipur Press Club in 
Imphal on Thursday.

I n f o r m a t i o n  a n d 
Public Relations Minister 

Th Biswajit, Agriculture 
Minister V Hangkhalian 
and State chief Information 
Commissioner Th Ibobi 
were the chief  guest, guest 
of  honour and functional 
president of  the inaugural 
function.

S p e a k i n g  o n  t h e 
occasion Biswajit said that 
every citizen has the right to 
know information regarding 
va r ious  deve lopment 
programmes and policies of  
each and every government 
departments.

E n c o u r a g i n g  t h e 
information officer to 
provide right information to 
the masses, he observed that 
efficient implementation of  
the RTI Act is the need of the 
hour. It is very important for 
maintaining transparency 
and accountability for 
Good Governance. Lack 
of  awareness regarding 
various schemes delayed in 
bringing development in the 
state. Sensitization is very 
much needed for bringing 
development, he added. He 

also ensured to strengthen 
Manipur  Information 
Commission by providing 
more manpower and appeals 
not to misuse RTI.

I n  h i s  s p e e c h , 
Ag r i cu l tu re  Min i s t e r 
Hangkhalian said that 
citizens and journalists have 
to play an important role for 
effective implementation of  
the RTI. He also said that 
there is a need for spreading 
awareness regarding RTI 
Act to the masses.

In connection with the 

celebration, State chief  
Information Commissioner, 
Th Ibobi  h igh l ighted 
important aspect of  Right 
To Information Act. And a 
book titled ‘A compendium 
of  Important Decisions 
of  Manipur Information 
Commission on Right 
To Information’ was also 
released. As a part of  the 
week long celebration, a 
state level workshop was also 
held and various resource 
person presented papers on 
the inaugural session.

Dimapur, Oct. 5 (EMN): 
It is informed in a press 
statement by N.F Railway, 
Maligoan that out of  71 
pairs of long distance trains, 
running of which had to be 
suspended during second 
week of  August owing to 
heavy flood damage of  
railway tracks; 48 pairs have 
already been restored.

It further stated that 
remaining services are also 
going to be restored in a 
planned way. So the news 
from media section is that 

about 80% train remaining 
cancelled in not based on 
facts. 

After the damage at 
multiple locations caused 
by unprecedented floods, 
railway officials worked 
24x7 to restore the breached 
rail communication in 
various sections spreading 
a vast area. 

As a result of their effort 
the direct train services 
from Northeast to rest of  
India could be started again 
with introduction of Goods 

train w.e.f. Aug. 29 and 
Passenger carrying trains 
w.e.f. Sep.3. 

Thereafter, with gradual 
improvement of  situation, 
trains are being restored 
step by step. 

A  de ta i l ed  l i s t  o f  
trains already restored and 
another list of  trains yet 
to be restored are attached 
f o r  r e a dy  r e f e r e n c e. 
N.F.Railway is trying its 
best to restore services of all 
the cancelled trains as early 
as possible, it stated.

Our Correspondent
I m p h a l ,  O c t .  5 
(EMN):  Chief  Minister 
Nong thombam Bi ren 
Singh chaired cabinet 
meeting of  the BJP led 
coalition government has 
taken a decision on the 
identification process of  
393.64 acres of  land for 
the development of  water 
body by the Department of  
Water Resources, Manipur 
in Lamphelpat, a wetland 
site around Imphal has been 
approved.

The State Cabinet also 
decided to launch a sub-
mission under the name 
and style of  Mission for 
Economic Empowerment 
of  Traditional Artisans/
Craftsmen (MEETAC) to 
support traditional artisans/
craftsmen of the State.

The proposed sub-
m i s s i o n  w i l l  a i m  a t 
developing the traditional 
c ra f t s/a r t s  s ec to r  o f  
Manipur as per global 
standards to make it an 
important spoke in the 
w h e e l  o f  e c o n o m i c 
activities.

It will be implemented 
under the State Mission 
on Employment, Housing 

and Drinking Water for 
Each Household by 2022 
constituted by a Cabinet 
decision on May 3, 2017.

Textiles (handicrafts/
handlooms), pottery, cane 
and bamboo crafts, jewellery 
(gold and non-gold), reed 
craft, stone carving, wood 
carving, dolls and toys, 
block printing, terracotta, 
hand embroidery (Zari etc) 
and tribal arts/crafts etc. are 
the some of the listed items 
which are to be covered 
under the sub-mission.

The Cabinet approved 
payment of  compensation 
to 409 vict ims whose 
properties were damaged 
in a mob violence which 
occurred at Khurai Heikru 
Makhong in Imphal East 
District on December 18, 
2016.        

The Cabinet also gave 
its nod to direct purchase 
of land for establishment of  
a police station at Behiang.   
It also approved acquisition 
of land for the construction 
of a new State Guest House 
and residential complex 
of  Ministers and officials 
at Mantripukhri in Imphal 
East District.

 The  Cabinet  a l so 

decided to adopt a general 
guideline for direct purchase 
of  land through Direct 
Purchase Committee.  The 
guideline has been framed to 
do away with unreasonable 
variation and abnormally 
high cost in the rate of land 
for acquisition/purchase in 
different districts.

 The  Cabinet  a l so 
approved 24 days as General 
Holidays and 17 days as 
Public Holidays for the 
year 2018. It also endorsed 
framing of  Manipur Waqf  
Regulation, 2017.

The Cabinet also gave 
its nod to the re-designation 
of  some posts of  MHS 
Grade-II (Allopathy) as 
MHS Grade-II (AYUSH).

I t  a l s o  a p p r o v e d 
renaming of  the post 
o f  Addi t iona l  Publ ic 
Prosecutor-cum-Additional 
Government Advocate 
(High Court), Manipur as 
Additional Government 
Advocate (High Court), 
Manipur with retrospective 
effect from Oct. 25,2016.  
The Cabinet also decided 
to appoint necessary staff  
for proper implementation 
of Pradhan Mantri Kaushal 
Vikas Yojana in the State.

Shi l long,  Oct .  5  ( IANS): 
Union Minister of  State for 
River Development and Ganga 
Rejuvenation Arjun Ram Meghwal 
on Wednesday said several rivers 
in the northeastern states will be 
cleaned.

“Rivers in the Northeast are 
also included in the list. Northeast 
has always been a focus area for us,” 
he told journalists here.

“We are regularly reminding our 
ministers to come here and submit 
a report on what interventions are 
required for the development of the 
region,” the minister said.

Meghwal has also promised 
that all pending projects to preserve 
Umshyrpi and Wahumkhrah rivers 

in Meghalaya would be cleared 
shortly.

The Meghalaya government 
had submitted a Detailed Project 
Report with an estimate of  Rs 
4,645.817 lakh under the “flood 
control on flash flood” plan a 
long time back and the project is 
still awaiting the nod of the Water 
Resources Ministry.

The Flood Management 
and Protection of  Wahumkhrah 
and Umshyrpi river project 
was conceptualised to control 
frequent floods occurring in 
Pynthorumkhrah areas, protection 
of agricultural lands and to control 
overflowing of Wahumkhrah and 
Umshyrpi.

On the Citizenship Bill, 
Meghwal, who is also Minister of  
State for Parliamentary Affairs, said 
the matter was still pending with a 
parliamentary committee.

“The moment the committee 
submits its report, it will be taken 
up before the Cabinet where it will 
be decided whether the Bill should 
be brought to Parliament or not,” 
he said. The Citizenship Act, 1955, 
provides various ways in which 
citizenship may be acquired.

The amendment would allow 
citizenship to undocumented 
Hindu, Sikh, Buddhist, Jain, 
Parsi and Christian migrants from 
Afghanistan, Bangladesh and 
Pakistan.

Shillong, Oct. 5 (PTI): The 
newly appointed Meghalaya 
Governor, Ganga Prasad was 
today sworn in as the 17th 
governor of  the state at a function 
at the Raj Bhavan here.

Prasad is also the fifth governor 
to have been sworn in in as many 
years since July 2013.

T h e  C h i e f  J u s t i c e  o f  
M e g h a l a y a  H i g h  C o u r t . 
Justice Dinesh Maheshwari 

administered the oath of  office 
and secrecy to Prasad in the 
presence of  Chief  Minister 
Mukul Sangma, his cabinet 
colleagues, MLAs and senior 
officials of  the government.

Prasad relieved B Purohit 
from his additional charge as 
gover nor  of  Meghalaya,  a 
temporary appointment made 
after V Shanmuganathan resigned 
earlier this year on charges of  

compromising with the dignity of  
the gubernatorial office.

Prasad was a member of  the 
legislative council in Bihar for 
18 years and a former leader of  
opposition in the Bihar assembly. 

He was a businessman by 
profess ion  but  s ta r ted  h i s 
political career as a Jan Sangh 
member in 1967 and held various 
organisational posts in it as well 
as in BJP.

Guwahati, Oct. 5 (IANS):  At least 
five newborns died in a medical 
college in Assam’s Barpeta district 
in last 24 hours while two more are 
in a critical condition, a hospital 
official said.

The deaths were reported from 
the Fakhruddin Ali Ahmed Medical 
College and Hospital in Barpeta 
since Wednesday evening. 

The college’s Principal-cum-
Chief Superintendent Dilip Kumar 
Dutta on Thursday however denied 
any medical negligence, attributing 

the deaths to birth asphyxia, a 
medical condition resulting from 
deprivation of oxygen to a newborn 
during the birth process and lasting 
long enough to cause physical harm, 
usually to the brain. “The babies 
born with severe low birth weight 
like 1 kg, 2 kg, 2.2 kg. The mothers 
were admitted late then expected in 
the hospital, leading to the situation. 
Unfortunately we could not save 
them,” said Dutta told IANS.

State Health Minister Himanta 
Biswa Sarma said that the babies 

were in sick newborn care unit and 
received proper medical attention 
were given but it was the critical 
nature of the cases that led to death. 
“Two mothers were of 20 years of  
age,” he said, adding that the college 
is witnessing a decrease in Infant 
Mortality Rate this year compared 
to last year. The Fakhruddin Ali 
Ahmed Medical College and 
Hospital is the newest addition to 
the medical education scenario in 
the state. The fifth medical college in 
Assam, it was inaugurated.

Our Correspondent
Diphu, Oct. 5 (EMN): The Karbi 
Student’s Association (KSA), 
Hamren head Branch has called 
indefinite bandh at Hamren town 
area from 5 AM of 5 Oct.  This was 
informed in a press communique 
issued by its President Prasanta Ingti 
and Secretary Balison Bey.

The statement stated that, due 
the deplorable road conditions 
of  JNKB, NEC for the people to 
communicate especially the students, 
public inhabitants of Hamren town 
area, they compelled to called for 
indefinite band in Hamren town area 
of west Karbi Anglong.

The student’s organisations also 
demanded to the NEC authorities 
that immediate road repair to be 
done, in case NEC authorities failed 
to meet the demand of the Students 
organisation the then indefinite 
bandh will be continue.  During the 
indefinite bandh, school and college 
students, Medical, electricity and 
water supply will be exempted from 
the purview of indefinite bandh.

New Delhi, Oct. 5 (PTI): The 
decision to create seven new districts 
in Manipur, which led to massive 
protests and 139- day blockade on 
national highways connecting the 
state, will be reviewed at a tripartite 
meeting called by the Union Home 
Ministry here tomorrow, an official 
said.

The representatives of the United 
Naga Council (UNC), central and 

state governments will take part in 
the Home ministry meeting.

The UNC, the apex political 
organisation of  Nagas residing in 
the hill districts on Manipur, had 
staged massive protests following 
the creation of  the new districts 
alleging that such a move would 
bifurcate the ancestral land of  the 
Nagas.

The organisation had also 

imposed an economic blockade on 
NH-2 (Imphal-Dimapur) and NH-
37 (Imphal-Jiribam) that serve as 
lifelines for the landlocked Manipur 
for 139 days in 2016. 

The blockade was withdrawn 
in March this year after the BJP- 
led government came to power in 
Manipur and assured that their 
demand would be considered, the 
official said.

Guwahati, Oct.5 (IANS):  Assam 
Chief Minister Sarbananda Sonowal on 
Wednesday witnessed a demonstration 
flight of  an amphibious aircraft 
designed by Setouchi Holdings of Japan 
at the Lokapriya Gopinath Bordoloi 
International Airport here.

The Chief Minister said the aircraft 
-- which can take off and land on short, 
unimproved strips and water bodies -- is 
going to be a ground-breaking initiative 
for improved regional air connectivity.

Assam is tipped to the be first in 
the country where amphibious aircraft 
would be put into service. 

The proposed service will help 
improve the state economy and 
revolutionise the region’s connectivity 
with the rest of India, Sonowal added.

The Journalists Forum Assam 
(JFA), a regional body of  journalists 
in the north-east, condemned Spicejet 
airlines, partner of Setouchi Holdings of  
Japan in the project, for “discriminating 
between local and national media” 
invited to cover the demonstration.

The JFA said while Spicejet officials 
escorted journalists from Delhi and 
other places inside the airport to witness 
the demonstration, the media from 
Guwahati were not allowed in on 
security ground.

Agartala/Guwahati, Oct. 5 
(IANS):   The mountainous 
northeast India experienced uneven 
monsoon rains though Assam 
and a few other states witnessed 
flood fury, officials of  the India 
Meteorological Department (IMD) 
said on Thursday.

According to an IMD report, 
last year also seven northeastern 
states, except Sikkim, witnessed 
deficient rainfall during the four-
month monsoon (June-September).

IMD Director Dilip Saha told 
IANS: “The monsoon would be 
withdrawn from the northeastern 
region in the second week of  
October. The monsoon has departed 
from major parts of north India.”

The IMD report said that Assam 
and Meghalaya sub-division and 
Arunachal Pradesh sub-division 
recorded around 11-12 per cent 
deficient rain in the four-month 
monsoon period.

Nagaland, Manipur, Mizoram 
and Tripura sub-division recorded 24 

per cent excess rainfall from June to 
September. The seven northeastern 
states are divided into three sub-
divisions -- Assam and Meghalaya; 
Arunachal Pradesh; and Nagaland, 
Manipur, Mizoram and Tripura.

Sikkim and north West Bengal 
form a separate sub-division of IMD.

According to the IMD report, 
Assam and Meghalaya sub-division 
recorded 1549.6 mm rainfall (actual) 
from June to September against the 
average of 1768.5 mm. Arunachal 
Pradesh sub-division witnessed 
1552.4 mm rainfall (actual) during 
this period against an average 
of  1739.2 mm. The Nagaland, 
Manipur, Mizoram and Tripura 
sub-division recorded 1825.8 mm of  
rainfall (actual) against an average of  
1472.7 mm.

“Rain producing systems, 
including deep depressions, were 
very much active in Nagaland, 
Manipur, Mizoram and Tripura sub-
division resulting in good rainfall. 
However, the huge deficiencies in 

rainfall were covered in the later 
part of the monsoon in Assam and 
Arunachal Pradesh,” IMD Director 
Dilip Saha said in Agartala.

“The frequency of  movement 
of  monsoon factors were also 
favourable in Nagaland, Manipur, 
Mizoram and Tripura sub-division,” 
he said adding that in the northeast, 
though the normal monsoon period 
is June to September, it some times 
continues until the first or second 
week of October. According to IMD 
stipulation, Saha said if the monsoon 
rainfall recorded plus minus 19 per 
cent it would be termed as normal, if  
it recorded plus 20 per cent it would 
be described as excess and minus 
20 per cent to minus 59 per cent 
would be notified as deficient. The 
official said that when compared 
to the average rainfall during the 
southwest monsoon, Tripura has 
received excess rainfall of 34 per cent 
with the state recording 1963.8 mm 
rainfall (actual) against the average 
of 1471.9 mm.

“After 2007, the state has 
recorded such an excess rainfall 
during the monsoon,” he added.

An expert of the Indian Council 
of  Agricultural Research (ICAR) 
said floods and excess rainfall are 
affecting crops, especially vegetables, 
in the northeast region despite good 
pre-monsoon rainfall recorded in 
most parts of the region.

“The three-phases of floods have 
damaged huge crops and vegetables 
in most parts of  Assam and some 
northeastern states,” he added.

According to private weather 
forecaster Skymet, the northeastern 
states normally receive heavy rainfall 
during monsoon and the monthly 
average for many stations is more 
than 1,000 mm.

“The rain deficit may reduce to 
some extent but not completely as 
the intensity of rain is not very heavy. 
Weather across the sister states 
is pleasant and the temperatures 
will also continue to remain below 
normal,” the Skymet forecast added.

Our Correspondent
Imphal, Oct. 5 (EMN): 
Showcasing oneness and 
brotherhood among the 
people of  different ethnic 
communities, to promote 
solidarity and integrity 
among different ethnic 
communities in Manipur, 
Mera Houchongba festival 
was celebrated in a grand 
way at the historic Kangla 
Fort on Thursday.

Manipur Chief Minister 
N Biren Singh today called 
for solidarity among hill 
and valley people, saying 
development of  the state 
would depend on peaceful 
coexistence of  different 
communities. “Manipur 
cannot be Manipur when 
the people of hills and valley 
are not together. We must 
build peace and solidarity 
between hill and the valley, 
“Singh said.

Speaking at  ‘Mera 
Houchongba’ -- celebrated 
to foster and promote 
peace and solidarity among 
various communities of  
Manipur, he regretted that 
efforts were being made to 
divide the state on ethnic 
lines by antisocial elements, 
which the people must not 
allow to happen.

Performing age-old 
rituals, exchange of gifts and 
presentation of  colourful 
cultural items of  different 
communities were the main 

highlights of the celebration.
M e n t i o n i n g  t h e 

i m p o r t a n c e  o f  M e r a 
H o u c h o n g b a  f e s t iva l 
towards strengthening 
hill-valley unity, the Chief  
Minister hailed titular 
king Meidingu Leishemba 
Sanajaoba for his efforts of  
keeping up the tradition of  
celebrating the festival every 
year.

A c k n o w l e d g i n g 
the significance of  Mera 
Houchongba, the new 
Government had decided 
to celebrate the festival in a 
grand way under its aegis 
from this year, he added.

S ta t ing  tha t  the re 
has been considerable 
improvement in hill-valley 
ties ever since the new 
Government was formed in 
the State, the Chief Minister 
said that he was moved by 
the kind gesture and fine 
hospitality shown to him and 
his Minister during reception 
ceremonies held at Ukhrul, 
Kangpokpi, Senapati and 
Churachandpur.

 Maintaining that no 
development is meaningful 
if  the needy people of  
hill and interior areas are 
uplifted and empowered, 
Biren Singh said that he is 
planning to visit Tamenglong 
district by road soon to look 
into the inadequacies of the 
district and review various 
development works.

  He assured that people 
would witness considerable 
developmental changes 
both in hill and valley 
districts within 2 or 3 
years. He said that his 
Government had decided 
to revamp all the major 
roads across the State on 
mission mode soon after 
rainy season. Biren  further 
said that a WhatsApp 
Group comprising PWD 
engineers, SOs, contractors 
and himself  as its members 
h a d  b e e n  f o r m e d  t o 
expedite developmental 
works.

 In order to complete the 
projects within stipulated 
time, he had even instructed 
the Works Minister to 
increase the working hour 
of  officials from 8 hours 
to 14 hours with overtime 
allowance if necessary, Biren 
informed.

 In his speech minister 
Jayantakumar said that 
the  S ta te  l eve l  Mera 
Houchongba celebration 
had been incepted from this 
year under the supervision 
of  Chief  Minister Biren 
Singh.

Earlier in the morning, 
a large number of  people 
from different hill and valley 
districts gathered at the 
Royal Palace and took out 
a colourful procession up 
to Kangla as part of  the 
celebration.

EM Images

N Biren Singh felicitating his cabinet (PHE) minister L Dikho(middle) during the Mera houchongba festival in 
Imphal on thursday. Social welfare minister Nemcha Kipgen is also seen in photo.
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Will oppose E-way bill at 
GST council meet: Parrikar

Measures to ease traders’ 
GST worries in offing

Real estate sector will bounce back soon, says minister

Panaji, Oct. 5 (IANS): E-way bill 
nullifies the aim of  the GST single 
tax regime, Chief  Minister Manohar 
Parrikar said on Thursday, adding 
that he would “strongly oppose” it at 
the next GST council meeting.

Parrikar, during a trader griev-
ance redressal meet here, also said 
that Prime Minister Narendra Modi 
would resolve all pending issues 
related to the newly-introduced 
Goods and Services Tax in the com-
ing future.

“(At the) GST council meeting, 
I am going to strongly oppose it. I 
don’t know what is the outcome, but 
e-way is actually nullifying single 
tax regime. It should not happen,” 
Parrikar said at the meeting organ-
ised by the state Commercial Tax 
department.

The E-way bill under GST is an 
electronically generated document 
which is mandatory for transporta-

New Delhi, Oct. 5 (IANS):  
Now that the government 
has brought real estate under 
a regulatory framework, 
it is likely to bounce back 
soon from its present state 
of  slump, Union Minister 
of State (MoS) for Housing 
and Urban Affairs Hardeep 
Singh Puri said on Thursday.

“The real estate sector 
has run into some problems 
for various reasons, but I 
have reasons to believe that 
this sector will soon bounce 
back,” Puri said at an event 
organised here by the min-
istry on the occasion of  
World Habitat Day.

“The government has 

I, MERENKABA JAMIR, 
am applying for a duplicate 
copy of HSLC and HSSLC 

Marksheet as I have lost them. 
Name: MERENKABA 

JAMIR
D.O.B: 28/07/1984

Class 10 HSLC Marksheet; 
Roll No: 112166

Greenwood Hr. Sec School, 
Dimapur

Result: Passed.
Year: 2001

Class 12 HSSLC Marksheet; 
Roll No: 511281

Salt Christian College, 
Dimapur

Result: Passed 
Year: 2005
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OFFICE OF THE CHIEF ELECTORAL OFFICER
NAGALAND, KOHIMA

PUBLIC NOTICE

E-mail: ceo_nagaland@eci.gov.in / Fax- 0370- 2290460

No. No. ELE-SVEEP/24/2017-18/911//             Dated: 3rd October, 2017

This is for the general information of all electors/eligible 
citizens that a person is entitled to be registered in the electoral roll 
only once. If anyone gets registered as an elector in more than one 
constituency or more than once in the same constituency through 
false declaration, then that person makes himself/herself liable for 
penal action under Section 31 of the Representation of People Act 
1950 that includes imprisonment for a term which may extend to 
one year or with fine or with both. 

All electors/eligible citizens are hence urged to enroll only 
once and remove all double/multiple entries. The cooperation of 
everyone is solicited to clean the Electoral Roll.

Please remember-Clean Electoral Roll means Clean  Election. 
Don’t enroll more than once. 

(ABHIJIT SINHA) IAS, 
Chief Electoral Officer, 

Nagaland, Kohima KG
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PRASAR BHARATI
INDIA’S PUBLIC SERVICE BROADCASTER

ALL INDIA RADIO: KOHIMA

APPLICATION PROFORMA FOR ENGAGEMENT OF PART TIME CORRESPONDENTS (PTCs)

All India Radio, Kohima invites application for engagement of Part Time Correspondents 
(PTCs) for the Districts of Dimapur, Phek, Zunheboto, Peren, Tuensang, and Longleng on 
contractual part time basis. The details are available at website www.newsonair.nic.in. Persons 
already in Govt. Service, Central/State Government/Administration of union Territory or in any 
Public Service Undertaking (PSU) and member of any political party will not be considered for 
engagement of PTC. The contract will be renewed yearly subject to satisfactory performance 
during earlier contract period. PTCs have to file news stories to both All India Radio and 
Doordarshan.
ESSENTIAL QUALIFICATION:

1. PG Diploma/Degree in Journalism/Mass Media or Graduate.
2. Age limit 24-45 years as on last date of application.
3. Should reside at the district Headquarters or within a radius of 10kms from the District 

Headquarters/ Municipal limit in the concerned district.
DESIRABLE QUALIFICATION:

1. Two years’ journalistic experience.
2. Knowledge of computers and word processing.
3. Possession/ Access to camera/Equipment for television coverage.
4. Experience of Visual coverage

REMUNERATION:
Retainership remuneration will be Rs.3000 per month. Conveyance charges will be Rs.500 

per month. Communication charges (including expenses for telephone, broadband, fax and 
postage etc, incurred in connection with news work) will be Rs.750 per month.

Application containing full bio-data along with self-attested copies of supporting 
certificates, testimonials and one photograph should reach the  Deputy Director General(E), 
All India Radio, Old Minister’s Hill, Post Box-42, Kohima, Nagaland, PIN.797001” latest 
by 31st October, 2017 only in the prescribed application form given below.

Paste here a 
self-attested 
passport size recent 
photograph 
(not more than six 
months old)

1. Name of the District applied for:
2. Name (In capital letters):
3. Father’s / Husband’s Name:
4. Permanent Address:
5. Present Address (attach proof):
6. Date of Birth (attach proof):
7. Contact Details: (i) Telephone-----------------------------/ Mobile No.-------------------------
 (ii) Fax----------------------(iii) E-mail:--------------------------------------------

10. Do you have any degree/diploma in Computers? :
11. Are you capable of sending news stories electronically? :
12. Do you have video camera for television coverage? If yes, give make & model:
13. Experience of Visual coverage (attach proof):
It is certified that the above information is true. I am aware that if any of above mentioned 
information is found wrong, my candidature and engagement as PTC can be cancelled 
without notice.

Signature …………………..
(Name of the Candidate)

List of Enclosures.   1.
         2.
                                3.

8. Qualification (give details from 12th Class onwards, photocopies of certificates to been closed):

9. Experience (enclose copies of experience certificates, copies of by-line stories etc):

Sl No. Qualification Board/University Percentage of Marks

Sl No. Name of Organisation Nature of Job         Period

******************************************************************************
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ADMISSION 
The Following Course Are Offered
1. Coaching for Class 10(ten) Repeaters& selection passed students in all subjects.
2. Coaching for Class 12(Arts & Commerce) Repeaters in all subjects.
3. Coaching for N.P.S.C (Prelims) UPSC, SSC and other competitive exams.
4. Spoken English & Hindi Learning.
5. Computer Courses:- CCA,DCA,DTP 6.  Stenography& Typewriting
7. Cutting& Tailoring 8.  Embroidery 9.   Knitting
10. Montessori Teacher’s Training (PERI) 

(Hostel available for both boys & Girls)
CAPITAL TRAINING INSTITUTE&COACHING CENTRE

Near T.C.P. Gate Kohima 9402831939/9436201083

K-
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Apropos to the Press Release appearing in Nagaland Post and other 
local papers on 27.09.17 regarding the allegations/ charges meted 
against Sir C. Khalong Ao by the so called "Brighter Tomorrow", 
Nagaland Chapter, Dimapur Camp that he along with some officers 
has misappropriated the post-matric scholarship (PMS) during 2010 
-2014 is shocking and unbelievable. We the former Office Bearers of 
Kohima College Students' Union (KCSU) knows very well that he was 
the Principle of Kohima College till 8th Oct. 2012 and he was promoted 
as Additional Director Higher Education Department on 9th Oct. 2012. 
He was later alleviated as the Director on 1st August 2013. As students 
of Shri C. Khalong Ao we believe that he will never do such things to 
the students community in particular. Therefore, the obscurity and wild 
allegation against the said person should be settled at the earliest with 
proofs and evidences transparently. Brighter Tomorrow's anonymity 
and obscurity reveal that you have personal vendetta and enmity against 
the respectable officer. We the former Office bearers of KCSU appeal 
to any individual or society to authenticate or verify any issue before 
publishing in the press media so as not to tarnish the image of any 
person or an organization in future.

(V. Kengurüse)
Ex- Games & Sports Secy.

KCSU & Ex-President, ANCSU

(Kevito Peter Zhimomi)
Ex- Games & Sports Secy.

    KCSU

(Kedoroko Casavi)
Former V/P KCSU

PUBLIC REACTION
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davp 21104/11/0028/1718

F.No.1/2(55)/2015-NCW(A)
National Commission for Women

Plot No.21, Jasola Institutional Area,
New Delhi - 110 025.

(Admin. Section)
Engagement of Special Rapporteurs for monitoring Psychiatric Institutions.

The National Commission for Women (NCW) has been 
established as a statutory Commission for dealing with matters’ 
relating to constitutional and legal safeguards provided for women, 
to review the existing legislations and suggest amendments thereto, 
to look into the complaints involving deprivation of the rights of 
women and monitor proper implementation of all legislations enacted 
to protect the rights of women to enable them to achieve equality 
in all spheres of life and equal participation in the developmental 
process. 

The Commission proposes to engage Special Rapportrurs for 
monitoring condition of women in selected/identified psychiatric 
institution on contract basis initially for period of two year or upto 
the age of 70 years whichever is earlier on consolidated monthly 
honorarium of Rs.90,000/- (Rupees ninety thousand only) including 
reimbursement for secretarial or other expenses for facilitation 
of work. Application form and other Eligibility Criteria may be 
uploaded from the website of National Commission for Women. The 
eligible candidates may forward their resume in the prescribed format 
latest by 12.10.2017 to Under Secretary, National Commission for 
Women, Plot No.21, Jasola Institutional Area, New Delhi 110025 in 
the prescribed format. The detailed advertisement has been placed on 
the website of the NCW. 

(R.C. Ahuja) 
Under Secretary.

Davp 46105/11/0015/1718

New Delhi, Oct. 5 (IANS): Some measures to 
ease the difficulties being faced by traders owing 
to GST are likely to be announced after the GST 
Council’s meeting on Friday after Prime Minis-
ter Narendra Modi met Finance Minister Arun 
Jaitley and BJP President Amit Shah here and 
discussed the state of  the economy and steps to 
revive growth.

While Amit Shah cut short his tour of Kerala, 
Jaitley returned from Dhaka for the meeting with 
Modi, who on Wednesday night put up a strong 
defence of  the government’s handling of  the 
economy and hit back at critics saying they were 
spreading pessimism all round. 

Jaitley himself  refused to disclose anything 
about the discussions at the Prime Minister’s meet-
ing with him and the party president. 

It is understood that after the GST council 
meeting on Friday, there could be announcements 
like easier refund of  input credit for exporters, 
deferring of reverse charge mechanism for unreg-
istered traders and promise of no enquiry into the 
tax matters of the previous VAT regime of indirect 
taxes. 

In his speech at the Institute of Company Sec-
retaries here on Thursday, the Prime Minister had 
promised the traders that the government would 
not dig into the past through any retrospective in-
vestigation of traders joining the formal economy. 

Addressing concerns arising out of  teething 
troubles in implementing the Goods and Services 
Tax (GST), he said his government was committed 
to removing the bottlenecks.

“After three months of GST implementation, 
we have seen what has happened. There have been 
difficulties in filing and technology problems. I 
have told the GST Council that they carry out a full 
review of things and whatever is needed to bring 
it back on track. We are not adamant. Whatever 
changes are required, the government is with you.”

The meeting also discussed steps needed to 
revive growth in the context of  the sharp slow-
down in growth witnessed during the first quarter 
following which the government’s handling of the 
economy, especially after demonetisation, came 
under all round attack. In a bid to moderate infla-
tion, the government on Tuesday cut the excise 
duty on petrol and diesel by Rs 2 a litre each.

brought real estate under 
a regulatory framework in 
the interest of  the sector,” 
he added.

He said the Narendra 
Modi government had 
taken several initiatives to 
give a boost to the housing 
sector and in particular to 
affordable housing to meet 
the housing needs of  the 
people.

“The government is 

committed to ensuring a 
decent living habitat for all 
in urban areas and in par-
ticular for the poor and has 
taken various initiatives in 
this regard,” he said, adding 
that new urban missions 
launched during the last 
three years constituted an 
“integrated urban habitat 
model”. 

The  min i s t e r  s a id 
the new urban missions 

launched by the govern-
ment, like the Pradhan 
Mantri Awas Yojana (Ur-
ban), were at the core of  
ensuring affordable homes 
to the poor and the needy 
while other missions, like 
the Atal Mission for Rejuve-
nation and Urban Transfor-
mation (AMRUT), aimed 
at enabling the much need-
ed basic infrastructure for a 
decent habitat. tion of  goods valued at 

more than Rs 50,000. It is 
generated via the GSTN 
portal.

The Chief  Minister said 
that unlike other states, 
Goa had fully opened up 
to GST.

Allaying apprehen-
sions about the new tax 
regime, Parrikar said nig-
gling issues related to GST 
would be resolved by Modi 
who also receives feedback 
about the implementation 
of  GST.

“There may be one or 
two problems which will 
never get resolved, but most 
of  the issues, I am very 
sure will get resolved. Even 
Modi, when he appears so 
strict and very tough on 
this, he also gets feedback 
and he knows what are the 
problems,” Parrikar said.
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Revive the 
economy together 

A 
lot is being said about the economic situation of  the 
country.  People from all walks of  life, including sen-
ior BJP leaders like Yashwant Singh are criticising 
the Modi Government.  Some umbrella organisa-

tions of  RSS are also critical of  the economic policy followed 
by the Central Government. This list will get longer if  we in-
clude the opposition parties in it. The government on its part 
has denied all allegations and claimed that Indian economy is 
growing steadily. Amidst such claims and counter claims com-
mon people are perplexed and undecided about whom to be-
lieve.  So what is the reality?

It would not be an exaggeration to say that economic de-
velopment of  India has always remained lop-sided. Handful of  
people captured the fruits of  development, while the majority 
kept on aspiring to be benefitted by the same.  To be honest we 
should admit now that we have failed miserably in our fight 
against poverty.  Definitely some developments have taken 
place over the years. But it was meant to cater the needs of  few 
blessed citizens of  the country.  Others are still living in the 
dark.  Clearly during the first seven decades of  our Independ-
ence we have only managed to create two India. One India is 
for the rich consisting merely 20 per cent of  our population and 
the other comprising the real India, where the people are de-
void of  basic needs. 

Initially our rulers tried to ensure upliftment of  rural people, 
backbone of  India. Unfortunately all such plans remained con-
fined in files. In the first five years plan emphasis was on agricul-
ture.  Few dams were built.  Irrigation facilities increased.  But 
during the second plan period the focus changed suddenly.  We 
embarked on trip to set up big industries without realising that 
agriculture is our real strength and that should be strengthened 
at any cost. But we left the job halfway.  Thus it is no wonder 
that though more than 50 per cent of  Indian population is en-
gaged in agriculture, the sector contributes only four per cent 
to our GDP. Then the new economic policy was introduced in 
the nineties.  After practicing mixed economy for nearly four 
decades suddenly the country became a strong advocate of  open 
economy.  As a direct fall out of  the new policy government 
spending drastically came down and those who are only inter-
ested in counting the profits made strong entry an entry. Initially, 
it delivered some goods. But over the years for various reasons 
the new economic policy could not deliver the desired results. 
As a result our economy at present is standing at a crossroad.

Thus it is time now for all concerned to put their heads to-
gether and find a way out to revive the economy. Mere blame 
game will not lead us anywhere. The government on its part 
should reach to all experts and political parties to reach to a 
consensus on the steps to be taken to strength the economy. On 
the other hand, by merely opposing the government, the op-
position parties would do more harm to the nation. These par-
ties should stand by the side of  the government so that Indian 
populace do not suffer.

Abhas Mitra | IANS

On October 3, 2017, the No-
bel Prize for Physics was 
awarded to three Ameri-
can physicists “for decisive 

contribution to Laser Interferometry 
Gravitational Observatory (LIGO) 
detector and observation of  gravi-
tational waves”, a sort of  extremely 
faint ripples propagating through the 
very fabric of  space-time resulting 
from most powerful cosmic catastro-
phes.

Some Nobel prizes in the past 
have kicked up controversies. The lat-
est award may join the list if  one se-
riously considers the questions raised 
by some physicists in the recent years 
in peer-reviewed journals and which 
remain unanswered.

While everybody would be in awe 
for the success of  the mechanical and 
optical engineering behind LIGO, the 
claim for decisive discovery of  gravi-
tational waves did not appear con-
vincing to all.

The maiden detection of  gravita-
tional waves occurred on September 
14, 2015 and was announced few 
months later. This event was due to a 
catastrophic collision between a pair 
of  unusually massive black holes, a 
kind of  extremely compact objects 
whose gravity is so strong that noth-
ing, not even light, can escape from 
them.

However, having examined the 
same LIGO data, a group of  astro-
physicists from The Niels Bohr Insti-
tute & Discovery Center, Denmark, 
concluded that, the claim was some-

what suspect as the LIGO team had 
failed to remove noise from the data. 
This group published this conclusion 
in August in the high-impact Journal 
of  Cosmology & Astroparticle Phys-
ics.

They found similar presence of  
noise for two more events of  gravi-
tational waves detected by LIGO. 
Following the reanalysis of  LIGO 
events, Sabine Hossenfelder, a Ger-
man theoretical physicist and a fa-
mous science blogger, even wrote a 
blog titled: “Was It All Just Noise? 
Independent Analysis Casts Doubt 
On LIGO’s Detections.”

Gravitational waves are ripples so 
weak that even the proverbial “needle 
in the haystack” fails to adequately 
describe them. Actually, searching for 
gravitational waves is like searching 
for an atom in a haystack. According-
ly, a team of  more than 1,000 physi-
cists has been toiling for decades to 
improve the sensitivity of  the gravi-
tational wave detectors. By 2015, the 
sensitivity of  an advanced version of  
LIGO seemed to be just adequate for 
this purpose.

However, a super-sensitive detec-
tor is like a double-edged sword: It 
picks up not just the feeble gravita-
tional waves but even more, the faint-
est of  noises too. Therefore, while the 
LIGO team made the utmost effort to 
indeed eliminate all known sources of  
noises, there could still be some poorly 
understood or even unknown noises 
contaminating the LIGO signal.

One such potential source of  un-
controllable noise could be “Schu-
mann resonances” -- global electro-
magnetic resonances generated and 

excited by lightning discharges in the 
cavity formed by the Earth’s surface 
and the ionosphere. Since these are 
global disturbances created by strong 
(local) lightning, the associated elec-
tromagnetic disturbances (as report-
ed in a paper published in Physical 
Review D) may affect the kilometer-
long metal arms of  advanced LIGO 
detectors spread across the globe and 
simulate fake gravitational wave sig-
nals.

More recently physicist Z. K. Si-
lagadze of  Russia’s Novosibirsk State 
University, in her blog, has suggested 
that the LIGO gravitational wave sig-
nal could be due to such global iono-
spheric disturbances.

The claim by LIGO team that 
the gravitational waves detected by it 
were due to collision of  black holes 
has also been questioned -- in a pa-
per in Physical Review Letters -- by 
a team of  general relativists from 
Portugal who showed that the LIGO 
signal, even if  true, need not be due 
to collision of  “exact” black holes. 
On the other hand, stars almost as 
compact as black holes -- but from 
which light may just be able to escape 
-- could also generate similar signals.

A smoking gun leaves evidence to 
show it recently fired a bullet: light 
flashes, sound and the smell of  gun-
powder. Similarly, for cosmic catas-
trophes, one anticipates electromag-
netic signals like a burst of  gamma 
rays, X-rays and light or radio waves. 
Recently, 25 telescopes searched for 
signals of  such smoking gun from the 
latest LIGO detection of  gravitation-
al waves.

Unfortunately, no evidence of  

emission of  any attendant electro-
magnetic emission was found. And, 
only future detection of  such circum-
stantial evidence may confirm the 
claims of  direct detection of  gravi-
tational waves which are likely to 
be swamped by infinitely stronger 
noises.

The motion of  compact celes-
tial objects are indeed expected to 
emit bursts of  gravitational waves 
and these have indeed been detected 
earlier -- albeit in an indirect man-
ner. The famous Hulse-Taylor binary 
comprising two neutron stars orbit-
ing each other is known to shrink 
over years due to emission of  such 
waves. In 1993, the Nobel for Phys-
ics was awarded for this discovery to 
Russel Hulse and Hooton Taylor. But 
this was after almost two decades of  
observation in a meticulous manner. 
And there was no controversy for the 
claims of  such (indirect) detection of  
gravitational waves.

But this time, LIGO’s claim of  di-
rect detection of  gravitational waves 
had triggered a controversy. No doubt 
the claim would eventually be con-
firmed after verification by independ-
ent groups of  researchers. Pending 
that Physics Nobel for 2017 may be 
considered by some to be somewhat 
premature.

(Abhas Mitra is former head of  the 
Theoretical Astrophysics Division of  
the Bhabha Atomic Research Centre, 

Mumbai and currently adjunct 
professor in Homi Bhabha National 

Science Institute, Mumbai. The views 
expressed are personal. He can be 

contacted at abhasmitra@gmail.com)

Is the Nobel For Discovery of 
Gravitational Waves Premature?

READERS’ MIRROR VIEWS & REVIEWS

Listen, for I have worthy things to 
say; I open my lips to speak what 
is right. My mouth speaks what is 
true, for my lips detest wickedness. 
All the words of  my mouth are just; 
none of  them is crooked or perverse. 
Proverbs 8:6-8

Leadership is a gift and the 
righteous will be destined to rule  
over the others when the reign of  
terror ends. All the leaders of  our 
Churches will also be destined 
to be accountable before God for 
everything which they did while 
they had been on earth. The world 
we live in is controlled by the 
vices of  selfishness, rebellion and 
arrogance but the faithful members 
of  the Church of  Christ shuns all 
that is evil. The number of  corrupted 
leaders  who are  hungry for power, 
money and fame will  keep on 

increasing because of  the influence 
of  the world. When we rise to a level 
of  prominence, our attitude changes 
and our minds becomes perverse and 
evil.  It is not surprising to see that 
many of  our leaders are not only 
dead in their sins, but their children 
also suffer because of  their sins.

The Word of  Life states “Now it 
is required that those who have been 
given a trust must prove faithful ( 1st 
Corinthians 4:2 ). We become what 
we are because of  God’s purposes 
in our lives. We often err by abusing 
our gifts, talents and resources. 
Whatever is gifted unto us should be 
used well for His glory. And if  we are 
bestowed with he gift of  leadership, 
it is up to us to make the best use 
of  it. Every spiritual leader should 
follow the virtues of  the spirit. Truth 
is, many of  us often show favoritism 

to those who are close to us. This 
attitude has to be done away with 
if  we truly want to please God.  If  
w4e are leaders working for God 
our lives should also reflect the very 
nature of  Christ.

The Word of  God says “Obey 
your leaders and submit to their 
authority. They keep watch over you 
as men who must give an account. 
Obey them so that their work will be a 
joy, not a burden, for that would be of  
no advantage to you (Hebrews 13:7).  
The objective of  the above verse is 
solely to depict the importance of  
leadership and the consequences of  
abusing our authority and power. 
Every leader of  our church should be 
upright in all their walks of  life and 
their stance as “Servants of  Christ 
“should be further strengthened by 
their life of  humility and devotion. 

The power of  a spiritual leader lies 
not in the position he or she holds, 
but by the life of  faith that they live. 
God said in His Word that everyone 
should desire the good things that 
comes from God. Something we have 
to be aware of  is that we will never 
be effective if  the fruit of  the Spirit is 
amiss in our lives.  (Galatians  5:22 ) 
We should always desire to be at the 
top for God. The simple logic is that 
if  we serve a Holy God, we should 
be Holy ( 1st Peter 1:16). The eyes 
of  God are upon all the leaders who 
reads this. May the love of  God be in 
all of  our leaders that the nature of  
God can be reflected in our lives. The 
Church of  Christ stands with you and 
we pledge to live by the truth. The 
power of  Christ is here. Receive it.

Ambrose.J. Chakre

With the coming and forth of  state 
general election the conversation 
about buying of  votes has reared its 
head once again; this time around 

with much more indecision owing to the trend it 
has followed suit incessantly. Vote-buying can be 
described as an economic transaction in which 
parties and candidates distribute monetary/material 
benefit to individual citizen in exchange for their 
support at the polls. The practice of  buying votes 
is both illegal and corrupt but, even greater than 
wrong, vote-buying perverts a democratic system.

In a true democracy, the political parties are 
expected to campaign and to provide a better 
argument than the opponents and competing to 
convince the citizens that they have the better 
message and vision. When a candidate chooses 
to pay for support rather than compete fairly for 
votes, they show a disregard for democratic norms 
and a willingness to use illegal means. Vote buying 
enables poor governance and undercuts citizens’ 
ability to hold their elected officials accountable. 
This has been prevalent in our society and at such 
depths and extent that we are fairly revised about 
the dilemmas it casts.

The organizations and groups which have 
initiated pragmatic steps in informing and creating 
awareness among the citizens about the urgency 

for a clean poll, and particularly for those in the 
remote areas as well, have done a job all too well. 
As all the good citizens await to embark for a new 
era of  clean politics, the bet reside upon how the 
parties and the candidates would respond to the 
call for a clean poll—keeping in mind the case, 
given the disproportionate influence of  vote-
buying on the most vulnerable members of  the 
society that arguably seem to have a greater need 
than the community in which they reside. Given 
that this group of  people is most likely to be the 
people that vote during election, they will have an 
overwhelming impact on the election result.

The greater question the people ought to prompt 
confront is, “can we afford to miss clean election?” 
We have to face the facts of  how obsolete our urge 
and attempt for a better governance would corrode 
to should we fail to perambulate the test this time 
around. And though the section of  informed 
people could hinder the alluring proposals the 
candidates may confer, the majority of  the ill-
informed and the incognizance of  the skeptics 
could what be the determining factor for the end 
result. This would only impact regression and slow 
growth in our socio-economic aspects. Democracy 
offers no sanctuary for the elected representatives 
to acquire position vis-à-vis buying votes and other 
corrupt means. And to deter this viable menace, 

a suggestive consolidative reform could be to 
embrace the enticing inducement from whomever 
who partakes to deliberately subscribe to this 
illicit malpractice as a means to reciprocate over 
his detrimental corrupt authority and misuse of  
monetary asset to influence the mass, and to cast 
the suffrage only to those parties or candidates who 
concur and abide to submit his/her candidature 
adhering to true democratic norms of  clean 
election. Because unless any requisite valid step 
for a clean poll is not commenced, the outcome 
is obvious with that of  the elected representative 
siphoning off  public funds to rehabilitate his 
expenses spent. This trend has left larger serious 
implications upon our society which has resulted 
in non performance of  output impairing every 
dynamics for growth.

We have to own our own share of  responsibility 
as it is ours alone. It would be a futile exercise 
to solely count on the political parties and the 
candidates participating in the upcoming polls 
to practice fairly the requisite compliance of  true 
democracy. The much needed challenge we face 
today is that every citizen should be essentially 
aware or made informed about the benefits of  a 
clean poll or the repercussion of  the aftermath if  
the later inflicts.

LDPN

Recalling my train journey 
from Guwahati to Dimapur 
during the season of  Beijing 
Olympics 2008, I overheard 

co-passengers conversations saying 
that only the athletes of  Manipur 
state remain in the Olympic game 
after elimination of  all other Indian 
athletes. These lines still echoes in my 
mind to this day  and now soon after 
the news of  eight of  our Manipuri 
Brothers earning a  selection to play 
in  under- 17 India World cup team, 
my minds have wandering thinking 
of  the wonders our neighboring 
Manipur state have created from 
time to time. Ranging from the 
diverse field and subject of  ethnic 
politics of  Manipur along with its 
rich history, preservation of  its art 
and culture, excellence in educations, 
music, Manipuri Diasporas and most 
exciting subject of  games and sports, 
particularly football, Manipur state 

have never face famine of  breaking 
news to tell the world and this time 
the presence of  eight youngsters 
in under-17 Fifa world cup have 
been the greatest news for me and 
I believe all of  India feel the same.  
The small Manipur State of  India 
have earn the biggest responsibility 
of  shouldering giant India again 
when India Under-17 world cup 
team kick off  their group match on 
6th Oct.  India historic moment as a 
result of  its first entry in FIFA World 
Cup Championship on grounds of  
automatic qualification of  being the 
host country yet the presence of  eight 
footballers from Northeast (Manipur) 
has added extra super excitement 
and reason to celebrate while taking 
another giant leap in the history of  
Indian football.

From football icon Renedy 
Singh to superstar boxer Mary Kom, 
Anti- AFSPA activist Iron lady Irom 

Sharmila to Human Right Activist 
Binalaksmi Nepram not forgetting 
its own  State Chief  Minister his 
Excellency N. Biren Singh (former 
National Footballer)  and several other 
excellent individuals from various 
disciplines who has created their mark 
in contemporary Indian history, I pray 
the journey of  these eight youngster 
from humble family background  will 
reach greater height and in the process 
leading the millions  youths of  the 
country by their success stories.

The accomplishment of  these eight 
youngsters should be an eye opener for 
all northeastern states to starts building 
healthy relationships among the states 
by solving all the complex political 
matters to facilitate the developments 
of  all the youths of  the backward 
Northeastern states. Where, games 
and sports have lots to offer to fully 
develop young population instead of  
using them in destructive propagandas. 

Being a football lover I envision our 
own Northeast super league where 
top football clubs from each states 
competes, Northeast have everything 
say talents, populations, money but 
how ironic when we don’t realize the 
potentialities and flocked to metros as 
our last resort instead of  developing 
our respective states bit by bit for which 
respective states government have to 
think twice from now on.

In addition to all the things said, 
other northeastern states must study, 
learn and adopt Manipur model to 
produce more productive youths. Best 
example; the selection of  the eight 
Manipuri youngsters. After all who can 
earn selection to play in Fifa world cup 
if  not the best of  the best footballers?

God bless the eight Northeast 
youngsters.

Advocate Pakinrichapbo 
Dimapur Nagaland.

Power of a Righteous Leader

Need For a Pragmatic Clean Poll 

Protective Thinking: Manipur Has Done it Again

Leave your heavy burdens with God.

On the way to work, I listened to the song “Dear Younger 
Me,” which asks: If you could go back, knowing what you 
know now, what would you tell your younger self? As I lis-

tened, I thought about the bits of wisdom I might give my younger, 
less-wise self. Most of us have thought about how we might do 
things differently—if only we could do it all over again.

But the song illustrates that even though we have regrets from 
our past, all our experiences have shaped who we are. We can’t 
change the consequences of our choices or sin. Praise God we 
don’t have to carry the mistakes around with us. Because of what 
Jesus has done! “In his great mercy he has given us new birth into 
a living hope through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the 
dead”! (1 Peter 1:3).

If we turn to Him in faith and sorrow for our sins, He will for-
give us. On that day we’re made brand new and begin the process 
of being spiritually transformed (2 Cor. 5:17). It doesn’t matter 
what we’ve done (or haven’t done), we are forgiven because of 
what He’s done. We can move forward, making the most of today 
and anticipating a future with Him. In Christ, we’re free!
Dear Lord, I’m so thankful that through You we can be free of 

the burdens of the past—the mistakes, the pain, the sins—that 
hang so heavy. We don’t need to carry around regret or shame. 

We can leave them with You.

If I Knew Then . . .

BIBLE READ:  1 PETER 1:3–9  
THOUGHT FOR TODAY:

In his great mercy [God] has given us new birth 
into a living hope through the resurrection of Jesus 

Christ from the dead.              
~  1 Peter 1:3

DAILY
PATH
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Vikas Datta | IANS

Today’s ASTRO-PREDICTION

ARIES (MAR 21 - APR 19): You may feel like 
a mouse trying to get the cheese in the middle 
of  the kitchen floor. From your corner, you can 
see the cheese in the distance. Yet you know a 

cat lurks nearby. As soon as you step into the open and 
out of  your protected spot, the cat will react quickly and 
with great force. You might just want to wait until another 
day before grabbing the cheese.

TAURUS (APR 20 - MAY 20): Your emo-
tions receive a boost of  support from those 
around you. Be careful that you don’t let this 
energy go to your head. This is a good day to 

sit back and gain perspective on things instead of  assum-
ing you have all the answers. Opportunities will come to 
you when you join a team of progressive thinkers who 
aren’t afraid to push beyond current boundaries.

GEMINI (MAY 21 - JUN 21): Add a bit of  
spice in your life by engaging in spontaneous 
activities. It’s time to get out and enjoy more of  
the world. Explore those things that are inher-

ently different from what you’d expect to find. Pick the 
closed door instead of  the open one through which you 
can see to the other side.

CANCER (JUN 22 - JUL 22): There may 
be some emotional strain and tension in your 
world, but this can be remedied when you look 
at things in perspective. Don’t get weighed 

down by passing moods that cripple your productivity. Fo-
cus on the things that are working well in your life and con-
centrate your energy on those. Your communication skills 
and humanitarianism will pull you out of your rut today.

LEO (JUL 23 - AUG 22): People may be bear-
ing down hard on you. They will have some 
facts to back themselves up. Your brain is like a 
computer storing bits of  information to use at 

times like this. No one is safe against a mental and emo-
tional arsenal like yours. If  you’ve done your homework 
and prepared well, the challenges should prove to be no 
problem for you.

VIRGO (AUG 23 - SEP 22): This is a great 
day for you. You may feel like you can exercise 
more of  your freedom. Break any shackles that 
seem to be holding you back. There’s no reason 

to feel hindered. Your adventuresome attitude is brave, 
and there’s a great deal of  territory to conquer. Get fo-
cused and go. You have the green light.

LIBRA (SEP 23 - OCT 22): You’re in a 
sticky emotional battle in which someone 
is trying to twist your words to make you 
look like the bad guy. As soon as you try 

to get a project started, someone moves counter to 
your aims. Perhaps this is all due to a misunder-
standing. Take the time to clear the air in all your 
relationships.

SCORPIO (OCT 23 - NOV 21): Friendships 
go surprisingly well for you now, so look to 
them for the support you seek. Future plans 
may be uncertain, so don’t worry about them 

now. It’s important to bask in each moment and give 
thanks for every breath. You should feel good, so take ag-
gressive action.

SAGITTARIUS (NOV 22 - DEC 21): Les-
sons may come in odd shapes and sizes to-
day, so don’t feel like you need to make im-
mediate sense of  every little thing. Instead 

of  overanalyzing everything and becoming paralyzed 
by the emotions you feel, take decisive action and 
make mistakes. This is where the lessons come in. Let 
them teach you what you need to know.

CAPRICORN (DEC 22 - JAN 19): You’re 
in for some unexpected surprises, but don’t 
worry, because most of  them will be excit-
ing and welcome. Prepare yourself  by be-

ing open and accepting of  other people and the new 
situations they bring. The path of  least resistance will 
take you exactly where you need to go. Move toward 
people who radiate loving, positive energy.

AQUARIUS (JAN 20 - FEB 18): You may 
feel like you’re driving on a highway and 
suddenly all the lanes merge. This bottleneck 
should cause you tension and difficulty. Your 

first reaction may be to let all the other people go by. Keep 
in mind that on a day like this, you’ll never get where you 
need to be unless you’re more aggressive.

PISCES (FEB 19 - MAR 20): You’ll be at an 
advantage if  you can learn to distance your-
self  from the emotional crux of  the matter. 
Maintain a neutral viewpoint. It will be im-

portant in order for you to conduct yourself  in the way 
you need to in order to be successful. Great flashes of  
inspiration result as long as you can keep your mental 
processes running smoothly.

Sandeep Sharma | IANS

As a strict vegetarian, 
having preconceived 
notions about my 
maiden international 

visit to the Gulf, and that too to 
Oman, wasn’t unusual. But they 
fell flat as the hospitality, culture, 
architectural grandeur, pictur-
esque landscape, exotic beaches, 
flora and fauna of the country had 
the sceptical traveller in me yearn-
ing for more.

Oman, which is well-con-
nected to India with direct flights 
from Chennai, Delhi, Hyderabad, 
Mumbai, Lucknow and Bengalu-
ru, is home to around five million 
people -- of whom 45 per cent are 
foreigners, mainly from India, 
Bangladesh and Pakistan. To me, 
it seemed like an ideal destination 
for those seeking a social media 
detox.

Muscat and its nearby cities 
of Nizwa, Al Hamra, Bahla and 
Sur -- all located in northeastern 
Oman -- offer varied landscapes to 
watch out for -- whether it is the 
mountains that surround them or 
the sea.

You don’t really need to pay 
for roller-coaster rides in Oman 
as they can very well be experi-
enced while riding cars on moun-
tains -- with some of the steeper 
slopes providing an adrenaline 
rush. Activities like camel-riding, 
dune-bashing and quad-biking at 
Dunes By Nahada are an added 
advantage. Mountains in Oman 
are a delight, especially to cut out 
the scorching heat.

And if  you wish for a romantic 
royal dine out with a scenic moun-
tain backdrop, then Diana’s Point 
-- named after the late Princess 
Diana -- situated at the Anantara 
Al Jabal Al Akhdar Resort on the 

Green Mountain, can be a fruitful 
choice.

Are you a water baby? Well, 
in that case too, Oman has a lot 
to offer. There are several exotic 
beach locations and wadis (more 
than 3,000 all over the country), 
where the unique green water 
tempts you to take a dip. Boat-
ing, turtle and dolphin watching 
at Shangri-La Resorts and Ras Al 
Jinz are activities not to be missed 
by travel junkies.

Besides the mountains and 
sea, what I connected most with 
in Oman were the grand, world 
class architectural marvels, espe-
cially of the Sultan Qaboos Grand 
Mosque and the Royal Opera 
House, where Indian sitar player 
and composer Anoushka Shankar 
performed last year.

The 4.5-km long Al Hoota 
Cave at the foot of the Jabal Shams 
mountains, the National Museum 

showing the nation’s heritage, the 
Al Ala Palace and over 500 forts 
and castles are a few locations that 
can be added to your check list.

If  you are a foodie and on a 
hunt for non-vegetarian cuisine, 
then there are a lot of local Omani 
dishes with chicken, fish and lamb 
along with rice that are served 
on platters. However, be careful 
while placing an order as people 
in Oman are very particular about 
superlative quality and “king size” 
quantity.

But if  you are a vegetarian, 
you might have to struggle a bit 
-- though Mumtaz Mahal restau-
rant in Muscat is popular among 
vegetarian Indians. Also, most of  
the restaurants have Indian chefs 
who are quite capable of dishing 
out veggie fare; so there’s nothing 
much to worry about. In any case, 
as per Omani tradition, guests are 
offered yummy dates and coffee 

for free at all places.
If you don’t end up spending 

all your money on sightseeing and 
food, you can go shopping at the 
Muttrah Souq and various malls 
in Muscat. Don’t miss the dates.

Another interesting place to 
watch out for is the Amouage fac-
tory where perfumes are made 
from herbs. However, consider-
ing Oman’s currency rate (ap-
proximately Rs 170 for 1 Omani 
Rial), you definitely should carry 
a packed wallet.

To enjoy all this in Oman to its 
fullest, you actually need a good 
8-10 days. Otherwise, it could be-
come a bit hectic as I experienced 
on my five-day tour. All said and 
done, this tax-free country definite-
ly deserves a one-time check-in.

(The writer’s trip was at the 
invitation of  Oman Tourism. 

Sandeep Sharma can be contacted 
at sandeep.s@ians.in)

Oman: Hospitality, Heritage and Beauty Leave an Impact

Meat is a rich source of proteins. 
Apart from proteins, it also 
contains an abundant amount 
of Vitamin B-complex (Vita-

min B1 to B12), Vitamin C, iron, calcium, 
phosphorous and Omega 3 fatty acids that 
are required to maintain the nutrition bal-
ance in our body.

It is important, however, to pick the 
right kind of meat in order to avail all its 
nutrition benefits. Here are six tips to help 
you buy the right stuff:
Check the colour: The colour of the meat says 
a lot about its freshness. Poultry meat must 
be white or light pink. Check that the meat 
does not have a green tinge, especially under 

the wings. There should not be any bruises 
or blood clots on the surface. In the case of  
red meat, it must be bright red in appearance. 
If  the meat is vacuum packed, it may appear 
slightly brown. This is also good quality meat 
and will last longer in the refrigerator.
Check the odour: Poultry meat is generally 
odour-free but may have a slightly meaty 
odour on rare occasions. The smell of red 
meat is very specific to the type of meat and 
there should not be any variance from the 
typical smell of a goat or lamb. One should 
make sure there is no foul or pungent odour 
to any kind of fresh meat being purchased.
Check the texture: For poultry, the texture 
should be firm and the muscle fibres must 
be clearly visible. The meat must not be 
slimy and if  you touch it, the fingers should 

be dry rather than sticky. The meat should 
not appear translucent and watery when it 
is cut. In the case of red meat, it should not 
fall off easily when it is being cut. The fat 
should not be yellow in colour, as it indi-
cates that the meat is not fresh.
Prefer skinless: The skin of the meat has 
saturated fatty acids, which are high on 
calories and can potentially increase the 
risk of cardiac ailments. Hence, it is always 
recommended that meat is consumed after 
removing the skin.
Ensure food safety standards: It is abso-
lutely essential that every packaged meat 
product has a Food Safety and Standards 
Authority of India (FSSAI) certified label 
on it to ensure that all food safety standards 
are met. This is also the primary reason 

why you should avoid buying meat from a 
butcher shop, since there is no guarantee of  
food safety.
The traceability factor: The traceabil-
ity of meat and understanding how it was 
sourced and bred is important to determine 
the quality of meat. The history and ances-
try of the animal are also significant indi-
cators of quality. It is always advisable to 
check farm to fork details on the package 
while buying meat, whenever the informa-
tion is available.

Remember, meat is a great source of  
nutrition, if  consumed in the right man-
ner. Also remember that buying the right of  
meat is important.

(Dr. Bhuvana K.S. is Production Manager 
at meat and seafood brand Licious. She can be 

contacted at licious@the-practice.net)

A living example that 
literary art has no na-
tional landscapes or 
limitations, Japanese-

born British writer Kazuo Ishig-
uro, the 2017 Nobel Literature 
laureate, is possibly its first re-
cipient whose range of  evocative 
works is not in his mother tongue 
and deals with situations and set-
tings from far beyond his old and 
new homelands and times.

Spanning reminiscences of  
high life in the turbulent 1930s 
through the eyes of  an English 
country house butler in the ac-
claimed Booker-winning “The 
Remains of  the Day” (1989), 
the question of  personal guilt a 
painter-turned-propagandist con-
fronts in post-war Japan in “Artist 
of  the Floating World” (1986), or 
other works set in Europe, colo-
nised China, Arthurian Britain or 
in a dystopian future, Ishiguro’s 
small corpus is distinguished by 
its variety as well as some cus-
tomary motifs and style.

The narration in all but one 
of  his seven books is in first per-
son, and the works usually deal 
with the past of  the protagonists. 
As he noted in an interview, he 
was more “interested in memory 
because it’s a filter through which 
we see our lives, and because it’s 
foggy and obscure, the opportu-
nities for self-deception are there. 
In the end, as a writer, I’m more 
interested in what people tell 
themselves happened rather than 
what actually happened”.

Then the endings are never 
cut and dried, with the protago-
nists gradually revealing their 
failings but without clearly stat-
ing they’re even aware of  them, 
and thus ending up resigned to 
their inability to fully compre-
hend or change their lot in life. 

It is possibly this sentiment of  
a gradual, and even nostalgic, al-
ienation which the Swedish Acad-
emy cited as it lauded Ishiguro 
for having “uncovered the abyss 
beneath our illusory sense of  con-
nection with the world” in his 
“novels of  great emotional force”. 

While “The Remains of  the 
Day”, about the dignified and 
proper butler pondering over his 
past and wondering about his 
future after a life completely de-
voted to the service of  another 
person, remains Ishiguro’s most 
famous -- perhaps after its 1993 
film adaptation -- his other books 
also deal with this motif  in unu-
sual ways. 

A personal favourite would 
be the surrealistic, dreamlike -- 
and much panned by baffled crit-
ics and readers -- “The Uncon-
soled” (1995). It is the story of  
concert pianist Ryder’s visit to an 
unnamed Central European city 
for a performance, where he finds 
himself  besieged by people he 
has no recollection of, accosting 
him with a raft of  appointments 
and promises he has no memory 
of  or can possibly fulfill in his 
brief  stay. 

Then there is his darkly dysto-
pian “Never Let Me Go” (2005) 
which memorably combines the 
British boarding school tale tradi-
tion with the commoditisation of  

the human body. 
Author and columnist Kiran 

Manral, who has a pretty varied 
range of  books herself, says what 
marks Ishiguro out is the focus 
on “the individual placed at the 
centre around which the universe 
and its chaos unfolds”.

Confessing to being a Ishig-
uro fangirl since reading “Never 
Let Me Go”, she admits it “still 
haunts her”, but also “made me 
realise the immutability of  an 
ending which did not have a con-
clusion”.

Born in Nagasaki in 1954, 
Ishiguro grew up in England 
where his family moved in 1959, 
and began writing after doing 
his Masters in 1980. His first 
work, “A Pale View of the Hills” 
(1982), came out the same year in 
which he himself  became a Brit-
ish citizen. 

While his first two works 
have Japanese themes, “A Pale 
View..” was an indicator of  his 
craft and vision. Though deal-
ing with a Japanese woman dis-
cussing the suicide of  her eldest 

daughter with her younger child, 
it takes place in England where 
the older woman is living. “Art-
ist...”, his second book, is set in 
an unnamed town in post World 
War II Japan, but then came “Re-
mains...” which cemented Ishig-
uro’s position. 

After “The Unconsoled”, 
came “When We Were Orphans” 
(2000), termed a detective story 
with the protagonist, who lived in 
the Shanghai International Settle-
ment in the early 1900s till both 
his parents disappeared, returning 
there in the late 1930s to investi-
gate their disappearance. It was 
not very well received and even 
he admitted it was not one of  his 
best.

There was a long hiatus after 
“Never Let Me Go”, but “The 
Buried Giant” (2015) literally 
broke new ground in substance 
and style, as well as its setting -- a 
fantasy, post-Arthurian Britain.

And soon, Ishiguro may sur-
prise us again.

(Vikas Datta can be contacted 
at vikas.d@ians.in)

On 2nd February 2004 there was an emergen-
cy meeting held under the Chairman of  H. 
Hetoi Chopy, President of  Dimapur District 
Autorickshaw Drivers Union (DDADU) for 

introducing fitting of  electronic Meter Box on all com-
mercial Taxis/Autorickshaws compulsory like other 
states across the country.

The Deputy Commissioner(DC) Dimapur said that 
fitting electronic Meter Box would be installed on all 
commercial Taxis/Autorickshaws compulsory. Those 
who do not comply standing order would be penalised 
to the extent of  cancellation of  permits. These fitting 
Meter in order to reduce time wastage due to “EXOR-
BITANT” fare, inducing quarrelling drivers and pas-
sengers for fare.

Fitting electronic Meter box: The meter automati-
cally functions itself  coming from dial amount of  fare 
accordingly paid the fare, no demand more or refuse to 
pay less. Like one stone kill two birds. Till fitting meter 
box, agitation strickband will continue till end of  the 
world.

It is observed, all these untold hardships faced by 
the general public due to wrong commitments by the 
government of  Nagaland and Because “Addicted, In-
toxicated”, Corruption, no human can be eradicated, 
Nagaland government except God creator Heaven, 
Earth and universe.

The writer is like foolish as and when common 
people are facing untold hardships, they become “ir-
ritated”, cannot remain mute spectator unless writing 
press release but not for personal gain and not writing 
against individual person.

I am well aware everybody God has given numer-
ous talents in order to share with one another while live 
on earth. Life is short, but there is always enough time 
for courtesy. But “Corruption” is the most “Infallible” 
symptom of constitutional liberty.

Let your light shine before men, that they may see 
your good works and glorify your Father in Heaven. 
(Mathew 5:16)

Rikhyo Kikon Lotha, FCM
Octogenarain Pensioner NCS (Rtd) Social Worker

Fitting Electronic Meter 
Box: No Need Fare Revision

Six Things to Keep in Mind While Buying Fresh Meat

An Artist of the Disconnected World: Kazuo Ishiguro and His Works

Nearly half  of  new cancer 
drugs approved in Europe 
show little evidence that they 
are helping extend or im-

prove life, says a new study.
Even where drugs did show survival 

gains over existing treatments, these 
were often marginal, found the research-
ers based at King’s College London and 
the London School of  Economics.

The study published in the journal 
BMJ prompts calls to “raise the evidence 
bar” for approval of  new cancer drugs.

Many of  the drugs were approved on 
the basis of  indirect (‘surrogate’) meas-
ures that do not always reliably predict 
whether a patient will live longer or feel 
better, raising serious questions about 
the current standards of  drug regulation.

“When expensive drugs that lack 

clinically meaningful benefits are ap-
proved and paid for within publicly 
funded healthcare systems, individual 
patients can be harmed, important so-
cietal resources wasted, and the delivery 
of  equitable and affordable care under-
mined,” the researchers said.

The team analysed reports on cancer 
approvals by the European Medicines 
Agency (EMA) from 2009 to 2013.

Of 68 cancer indications approved 
during this period, 57 per cent (39) came 
onto the market on the basis of  a surro-
gate endpoint and without evidence that 
they extended survival or improved the 
quality of  patients’ lives.

Out of  68 cancer indications ap-
proved by the EMA, and with a median 
five years follow-up, only 35 (51 per cent) 
had shown a survival or quality of  life 

gain over existing treatments or placebo. 
For the remaining 33 (49 per cent), 

uncertainty remains over whether the 
drugs extend survival or improve qual-
ity of  life.

Taken together, these facts paint a so-
bering picture, Vinay Prasad, Assistant 
Professor at Oregon Health & Science 
University in the US said in a linked edi-
torial.

“The expense and toxicity of  cancer 
drugs means we have an obligation to 
expose patients to treatment only when 
they can reasonably expect an improve-
ment in survival or quality of  life,” he 
said.

These findings suggest “we may be 
falling far short of  this important bench-
mark”, according to Prasad.

Source: IANS

Investigating why heart 
disease generally develops 
later in women than men, 
researchers have found that 

the interplay between female 
ovarian hormones and a circa-
dian “clock” molecule protects 
the heart health of  women as 
they age.

The findings, published in 
the journal Cardiovascular Re-
search, could lead to new treat-
ment to help prevent heart dis-
ease as we grow older.

“This is the first study to 
demonstrate a link among fe-
male ovarian hormones, the cir-
cadian system which regulates 
the body’s day-night cycle, and 
the observation that women 
enjoy significant protection 

against heart disease when com-
pared to men,” said Tami Mar-
tino, Professor at the University 
of  Guelph in Ontario, Canada.

In earlier studies, Martino’s 
team found that heart attacks 
were worse for males than for 
females of  similar age. The re-
search also uncovered a time-of-
day effect: heart attacks in males 
were more severe during sleep.

This led to the idea that 
the circadian mechanism - tiny 
clocks in all of  our body’s cells 
which regulate our 24-hour day 
and night processes - might 
work differently in male and fe-
male hearts.

To test that possibility, the 
researchers studied old mice 
with a genetic “clock” mutation 

that desynchronises the circa-
dian mechanism.

The team discovered that fe-
male heart cells are actually dif-
ferent from those of  males.

The males had worse cardiac 
glucose and energy profiles. By 
contrast, female hearts had a 
healthy cardiolipin profile and 
better energy.

However, the advantage for 
females was lost when the ova-
ries were removed, a clear sign 
that hormones such as estrogen 
protect the heart even when the 
circadian mechanism is dis-
turbed, Martino said.

The findings may lead to 
clinical benefits for women and 
men, she added.

Source: IANS

Half of New Cancer Drugs Not Showing Survival Gains: Study Why Do Women Develop Heart Disease Later Than Men?

There is laughter only of  pride and money
People talk about change only to benefit themselves

Never fail to update their phone applications;
Always fails to update their mentality

Finding the best time to blame one another;
Never realising they are the cause of  it!

When a wise man speaks, everyone nod their heads with 
a “yes,yes,yes”

When time comes to put their “yes” into action,
no wonder why everyone vanishes into thin air!

The best people who talks about corruption and changes 
in the society are still struggling to throw away this so 

called “ISM” from themselves
Hypocrites, I say!

And those who are screaming, wanting to do away with 
corruption are looked down upon only by their dear ones

Their hands and legs tied tightly and their mouth shut 
with a warning;

waiting for the other stranger to take the risk
They say, “you don’t get involve in this and invite your 
own problem, let’s wait for someone to take the initia-

tive”
I say to you, there is someone out there who is also wait-

ing for you to take the initiative
Whose land is this?

Is it not ours? Do you wait for someone to open the door 
of  your house for you?

People have turned weary and gloomy;
Their smiles covered with the worldly pleasures

Never satisfied of  what is given to them
Alarmed over certain issues; mob screams aloud!

Are they asking for justice or putting salt in the wound?
Yes, this is a mirror in words;

How do you look?
Kepevino Hozoyeh

Mirror in Words
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Air Chief Marshal BS Dhanoa gestures as he addresses a news 
conference ahead of Air Force Day, in New Delhi on Thursday.

PTI

Samajwadi Party President Akhilesh Yadav, accompanied by Mohd Azam Khan and other leaders, being 
garlanded during the party’s 10th National Convention in Agra on Thursday.

PTI

RJD leader and former railway minister Lalu Prasad, accompanied by his daughter Misa, arrives at the 
CBI headquarters in New Delhi on Thursday for questioning in connection with alleged corruption in 
awarding the maintenance contract for two IRCTC hotels to a private firm. 

PTI

IAF capable of confronting Pak, 
China at same time — Dhanoa

Akhilesh re-elected SP chief for next 5 yrs

Supreme Court to hear plea to 
restore ban on firecrackers in NCR

There will be no untrained teacher by Mar 2019 — KushwahaKhattar questions Punjab police over Honeypreet’s run from law

Zakia Jafri’s plea against SIT 
clean chit to Modi rejected

Radhe Maa dances with police officers, two suspended

CBI questions Lalu for over 
7 hours in IRCTC hotels case

New Delhi, Oct. 5 (PTI): 
The Indian Air Force is ca-
pable of effectively counter-
ing any threat from China 
and Pakistan simultane-
ously in a two-front war, Air 
Chief Marshal B S Dhanoa 
said today, and indicated 
existing tension between 
Chinese and Indian troops 
in Dokalam.

Noting that the Chi-
nese troops were currently 
present in the Chumbi Val-
ley in the Dokalam Plateau, 
the IAF chief said a peace-
ful resolution of  the issue 
would be in the interest of  
both the countries.

“The two sides are not 
in a physical face-off  as we 
speak. However, their forces 
in Chumbi Valley are still 
deployed and I expect them 
to withdraw as their exercise 
in the area gets over,” Dh-
anoa told reporters ahead of  
IAF Day, which is marked 
on October 8.

Indian and Chinese 
troops were locked in an 
over two- month-long 
standoff after India stopped 
the construction of  a road 
by China in Dokalam in the 
Sikkim sector on June 16.

Asked about concerns 
over Pakistan’s tactical nu-
clear weapons and whether 
the IAF would be able to 
disarm Islamabad of its nu-
clear arsenals if  necessary, 
Dhanoa said his force had 
the capability of  locating, 
fixing and striking across 
the border.

Asserting that the IAF 
was capable of a two-front 
war to counter China and 
Pakistan, he, however, said 

the possibility of  such a 
scenario was “low”. At the 
same time he added that 
India’s response had to be 
based on the enemy’s ca-
pability as intentions could 
change overnight.

“We need a strength of  
42 squadrons to carry out 
full spectrum operations in 
a two-front (war) scenario. 
It does not mean that we 
are not capable of  fighting 
a two-front (war) as we 
speak. We have a plan B,” 
Dhanoa said.

Army chief  Gen Bipin 
Rawat had said last month 
that the country should be 
prepared for a two-front 
war, insisting that China 
had started “flexing its mus-
cles”, while there seemed to 
be no scope for a reconcili-
ation with Pakistan whose 
military and polity saw an 
adversary in India.

Currently,  the IAF 
has 33 fighter squadrons 
and Dhanoa said the force 
would get the authorised 

strength of 42 fighter squad-
rons by 2032.

Asked whether the IAF 
was ready for a surgical 
strike across the border, he 
said it was ready to deal 
with any challenge and a 
call on such an operation 
would have to be taken by 
the government.

“Surgical strike is a deci-
sion that has to be taken by 
the government. The IAF 
has the capability to carry 
out the full spectrum of air 
operations,” he said.

He said a war-like situ-
ation may arise if  the IAF 
crossed the border.

On whether the IAF 
provided any support to the 
Army for the surgical strike 
last year and during the 
Dokalam face-off, the IAF 
chief  said, “Whatever was 
asked from the air force was 
provided”. He refused to 
share further details.

The IAF chief, however, 
said no air force assets were 
involved during the Myan-

Agra, Oct. 5 (IANS): Former Uttar 
Pradesh Chief  Minister Akhilesh Yadav 
was on Thursday re-elected unopposed as 
the national president of  the Samajwadi 
Party (SP) for a five-year term.

The party national executive met here 
for the 10th convention and elected the 
44-year-old for another term. 

The executive members also amended 
the party constitution to make the term of  
president five years from the present three 
years. 

Akhilesh Yadav’s election was an-
nounced by party general secretary and Ra-
jya Sabha member Ram Gopal Yadav, who 
was also the election officer for the post. 

The re-election of  Akhilesh Yadav 
means that he will now spearhead the party 
campaign in the 2019 Lok Sabha and 2022 
state assembly elections.

Akhilesh Yadav was earlier elected as 
party president, replacing his father and 

founder of  SP Mulayam Singh Yadav, on 
January 1 this year at an emergency na-
tional convention. Both Mulayam Singh 
and his brother Shivpal Singh Yadav did 
not turn up for the 10th national convention 
of the party on Thursday though both had 
been invited.

There were indications of  some thaw 
in the frigid relations between the war-
ring father and son earlier this week when 
Akhilesh drove to his father’s residence next 
door and invited him for the national con-
vention. He later also telephonically spoke 
to his estranged uncle Shivpal Singh Yadav 
on Wednesday evening, after nine months, 
to invite him for the party meet. Shivpal 
reciprocated by extending his blessings for 
his second term as party president. 

But the fact that both Mulayam and 
Shivpal chose to skip the crucial meet in 
Agra suggests that all is still not well within 
the SP and the Yadav clan.

mar operation and the sur-
gical strike across the LoC 
in Jammu and Kashmir 
last year.

“The IAF is prepared to 
fight at a short notice in full 
synergy with the other two 
sister services should the 
need arise,” he said, adding 
that the force was in a high 
state of  readiness to fight 
a war.

About a possible con-
frontation with China, he 
said India’s air power was 
“adequate”. At the same 
time, he talked about what 
China could or could not do 
from Tibet.

“Our capability is ad-
equate,” he said.

The IAF chief  also 
spoke on a range of  issues 
including steps being taken 
to enhance the strike ca-
pability of  the force such 
as the acquisition of S-400 
‘Triumf’ long-range air de-
fence missile systems from 
Russia and 36 Rafale com-
bat jets.

He said the contract for 
five S-400 missile systems 
would be signed soon and 
their delivery would start 
two years after the deal was 
struck.

The IAF chief  also 
talked about the mid-life 
upgrading of Mirage 2000, 
Mig 29s and Jaguar fleets, 
adding that the IAF was 
working to fully achieving a 
network-centric operational 
capability.

Dhanoa said a proposal 
for 83 indigenously built 
Light Combat Aircraft Mark 
I was being finalised, adding 
the force is getting 40 Light 

Combat Aircraft (LAC) and 
an RFP (request for pro-
posal) for 83 more LCA will 
be issued. He said the IAF 
would be getting 36 more 
Sukhoi jets and their deliv-
ery would start from 2019.

Dhanoa also said test 
firing of  the Brahmos mis-
sile would start from next 
month. The Brahmos su-
personic missile systems are 
being integrated with the 
Sukhoi-30 MKI frontline 
fighter jet.

Referring to a string 
of  accidents involving the 
IAF’s choppers and aircraft, 
Dhanoa said, “Our losses 
in peacetime are a cause of  
concern. We are making 
concerted efforts to mini-
mise accidents and preserve 
our assets”.

He said security at all 
the IAF installations had 
been significantly enhanced 
after last year’s terror attack 
on the Pathankot base. The 
steps included putting in 
place an integrated perim-
eter security system and 
buying lethal weapons.

“These men and wom-
en under my command are 
confident of taking on any 
threat and are fully prepared 
to undertake the full spec-
trum of air operations and 
respond to any challenge in 
the most befitting manner,” 
said Dhanoa.

When asked about the 
Army chief ’s two-and-half  
front war comment also 
referring to internal security 
threats, Dhanoa said, “As 
a democracy we don’t use 
kinetic air power against our 
own people.

Agra, Oct. 5 (IANS): Former Uttar 
Pradesh Chief  Minister Akhilesh Yadav 
was on Thursday re-elected unopposed as 
the national president of  the Samajwadi 
Party (SP) for a five-year term.

The party national executive met here 
for the 10th convention and elected the 
44-year-old for another term. 

The executive members also amended 
the party constitution to make the term of  
president five years from the present three 
years. 

Akhilesh Yadav’s election was an-
nounced by party general secretary and Ra-
jya Sabha member Ram Gopal Yadav, who 
was also the election officer for the post. 

The re-election of  Akhilesh Yadav 
means that he will now spearhead the party 
campaign in the 2019 Lok Sabha and 2022 
state assembly elections.

Akhilesh Yadav was earlier elected as 
party president, replacing his father and 

founder of  SP Mulayam Singh Yadav, on 
January 1 this year at an emergency na-
tional convention. Both Mulayam Singh 
and his brother Shivpal Singh Yadav did 
not turn up for the 10th national convention 
of the party on Thursday though both had 
been invited.

There were indications of  some thaw 
in the frigid relations between the war-
ring father and son earlier this week when 
Akhilesh drove to his father’s residence next 
door and invited him for the national con-
vention. He later also telephonically spoke 
to his estranged uncle Shivpal Singh Yadav 
on Wednesday evening, after nine months, 
to invite him for the party meet. Shivpal 
reciprocated by extending his blessings for 
his second term as party president. 

But the fact that both Mulayam and 
Shivpal chose to skip the crucial meet in 
Agra suggests that all is still not well within 
the SP and the Yadav clan.

New Delhi, Oct. 5 (PTI): 
With Diwali on the anvil, 
the Supreme Court today 
said it would tomorrow hear 
a plea seeking restoration of  
its last year’s order banning 
firecrackers in the Delhi-
National Capital Region.

The plea has also sought 
recall of  last month’s apex 
court verdict which had tem-
porarily lifted the order of  
November 11, 2016, sus-
pending permanent licences 
for sale of firecrackers in the 
Delhi-NCR.

The matter came up 
for hearing before a bench 
of  Justices A K Sikri and 
Ashok Bhushan and lawyer 
Gopal Shankarnarayanan, 
appearing for the petitioner, 
said last year’s order should 
continue.

The apex court had then 
suspended all licences which 
“permit sale of  fireworks, 
wholesale and retail within 
the territory of NCR”.

During the brief hearing, 
Shankarnarayanan told the 
bench that the top court had 

on September 12 this year 
temporarily lifted its earlier 
order on the applications 
filed by some firecracker 
manufacturers.

He said when the court 
had passed the order last 
year, it had already consid-
ered the submissions of the 
firecracker manufacturers 
and it was admitted that 
firecrackers was one of the 
reasons for rise of pollution 
in Delhi-NCR.

However, the bench ob-
served the matter had “pro-
gressed from time to time” 
after the order was passed in 
November last year.

“We will hear it tomor-
row,” the bench said.

The Delhi government 
said that as directed by the 
court on September 12, they 
have came out with a plan of  
action to sensitise and edu-
cate school children about 
the health hazards and ill-
effects of breathing polluted 
air, including the pollution 
caused by the fireworks.

The counsel represent-

ing the Delhi government 
said they would file an af-
fidavit in this regard later 
today.

The apex court had last 
month temporarily lifted 
its earlier order suspend-
ing licences for sale of  fire 
crackers in the NCR, saying 
a complete ban would be an 
“extreme step” and a graded 
approach was needed to 
curb pollution caused by 
them.

The court, however, 
had said its order lifting the 
ban on sale of fire crackers 
might require a “review” 
after Diwali depending on 
the ambient air quality after 
the festival.

Besides passing several 
directions, it had also set up 
a committee to study the 
impact of  the firecrackers 
on health of Delhi’ites dur-
ing the upcoming festivals 
and directed the police to 
slash by half the number of  
temporary licences this year 
compared to last year and 
cap it at 500.

Patna, Oct. 5 (PTI): All untrained 
teachers in the country will be trained 
by the end of  March 2019 in the el-
ementary education system, Union 
Minister Upendra Kushwaha today 
said.

If  untrained teachers - be it in 
private or government schools - fail 
to get training, then their service as a 
teacher will cease to exist, the Minister 
of State for Human Resource Devel-
opment said.

“The HRD ministry has taken a 
decision that it is mandatory to get 
training for all the untrained teachers 
who are in our elementary education 
system. As per RTE Act, all untrained 
teachers had to be imparted training 
by the end of 2015 but the target could 
not be achieved,” Kushwaha said.

Keeping in mind the fact that a 
large number of untrained teachers are 
still working in the country, he said, 
the government brought an amend-
ment to the RTE Act in the last session 
of Parliament giving an opportunity to 
all the untrained teachers to get train-

ing being carried out by the National 
Institute of Open Schooling (NIOS).

“If  anyone (untrained teacher) 
fails to get training by the end of  
March 31, 2019, then their service 
as a teacher will cease to exist - be it 
in private or government school- as 
the government has taken a decision 
to make training mandatory for both 
private and government schools...
There will be no untrained teacher 
in the country by March 2019,” the 
minister said.

Stating that NIOS has been asked 
to prepare training course to impart 
training to all, Kushwaha said that 
around 15 lakh - 14,97,859 precisely 
- untrained teachers had registered 
themselves with the NIOS to get the 
in-service training course done during 
which teachers will not have to take 
leave.

It will be an on-line training course 
during which every teacher will have 
to put in at least three hours for the 
course, he said adding that of the 15 
lakh candidates, who had registered 

themselves till September 30, 2017, the 
highest number of candidates of 2.85 
lakh were from Bihar.

He said unless and until the qual-
ity of  teacher was good, the quality 
of education could not be improved. 
There were around 10 lakh vacancies 
of  teachers across the country while 
two lakh posts of teachers were lying 
vacant in Bihar.

Kushwaha, who is also Rashtriya 
Lok Samata Party chief, said that the 
party was organising a six-day road 
show to galvanise support for the 
‘Shiksha Sudhar Sankalp Mahasam-
melan’ which would be held at Gandhi 
Maidan on October 15 in the state 
capital.

The road show, which will start 
from October 7 at Kurtha in Arwal dis-
trict, will pass through 15 districts be-
fore culminating in Patna on October 
12, he said adding that his objective 
was to make the issue of “education 
and its condition” a point of  debate 
and discussion among all sections of  
the society.

C h a n d i ga r h ,  O c t .  5 
(IANS): Haryana Chief  
Minister Manohar Lal 
Khattar on Thursday raised 
serious questions over the 
role of  Punjab Police in 
Honeypreet Insan’s run 
from the law for 38 days 
after she was booked on 
charges of sedition and con-
spiracy to incite violence in 
Panchkula.

Honeypreet, the closest 
aide of  jailed Dera Sacha 
Sauda sect chief  Gurmeet 
Ram Rahim Singh, was 
arrested along with another 
woman from the Zirakpur-
Patiala Highway in Punjab 
on Wednesday.

Speaking to the media 
in Panchkula adjoining 
Chandigarh, after a meet-
ing with the top brass of  
Haryana Police on the ar-
rest of  Honeypreet, Khat-
tar said: “Dal mein kuchh 

kala hai (Something is 
fishy about the whole af-
fair).”

The Chief  Minister 
pointed out that the Punjab 
Police came to know about 
Honeypreet’s presence in 
their state much earlier but 
did not share the informa-
tion with Haryana Police.

“Punjab Police should 
have shared the information 
earlier,” Khattar said.

There are allegations 
that senior Punjab Congress 
leader and former legisla-
tor Harminder Singh Jassi, 
whose daughter is married 
to Ram Rahim’s son, had 
helped Honeypreet evade 
the arrest for over a month 
by using the heavy security 
cover he enjoys from Punjab 
Police.

Jassi, who has been tar-
geted by radical elements, 
including a car bomb blast 

earlier this year, has been 
provided a number of  
armed security personnel, 
jammer vehicle and police 
vehicles by the Congress 
government in Punjab.

For obvious reasons, he 
is considered close to Ram 
Rahim, who was convicted 
and sentenced to 20 years 
imprisonment by a CBI 
court in August.

The Haryana Police on 
Thursday took Honeypreet 
to Bathinda to question 
her about her whereabouts 
when she was absconding 
and also regarding the ac-
tivities of the sect.

The Punjab government 
had earlier categorically 
rejected reports that she was 
in Punjab Police custody 
or was, in any way, being 
shielded by the state gov-
ernment.

Refuting reports in the 

social media, a Punjab gov-
ernment spokesperson said: 
“The state was not involved 
in the case beyond sup-
porting the Haryana Police 
with intelligence and other 
relevant inputs.

“There was no question 
of the Punjab Police taking 
Honeypreet into custody 
as there was no criminal 
case registered against her 
in the state nor was she in 
any wanted list,” said the 
spokesperson.

“The Punjab government 
would not, at any cost, try 
to protect a fugitive criminal 
like Honeypreet who had 
cases registered against her in 
Haryana, where she had been 
declared a ‘wanted criminal’ 
after she reportedly abscond-
ed in the wake of  the Dera 
violence sparked by Ram 
Rahim’s imprisonment,” the 
spokesperson said.

A h m e d a b a d ,  O c t .  5 
(IANS): Five years since 
challenging the clean chit 
to former Chief  Minister 
Narendra Modi and a bat-
tery of senior police officials 
and bureaucrats in the 2002 
Gujarat riots, Zakia Jafri, 
widow of  slain Congress 
leader Ehsan Jafri, lost yet 
another legal battle here on 
Thursday.

A single judge bench 
of Justice Sonia Gokani of  
the Gujarat High Court re-
jected her plea challenging a 
lower court order upholding 
a clean chit to Modi and 
others in the riots cases. 
The septuagenarian Zakia 
Jafri had called the riots a 
state-sponsored violence on 
the Muslims that left 1,100 
people killed and alleged a 
larger conspiracy.

The hearing of the peti-
tion before Justice Gokani 
had concluded on July 3 
this year.

The High Court, howev-
er, allowed Jafri to approach 
higher forums for further 
investigation in the case.

Jafri and activist Teesta 
Setalvad’s NGO Citizen for 
Justice and Peace had filed 
a criminal review petition 
against a magistrate’s order 
upholding the clean chit 
given by a Supreme Court-
monitored Special Investi-
gation Team (SIT) to Modi 
and as many as 59 others on 
the allegations of a “larger 
criminal conspiracy” be-
hind the riots.

The petition also sought 
the High Court’s direction 
for fresh investigation into 
the matter.

Ehsan Jafri, a former 

Congress MP, was among 
68 people who were killed 
at the Gulberg Society in 
Gujarat when a large mob 
attacked it on February 28, 
2002, a day after the God-
hra train burning incident 
which set off  riots in the 
state.

The SIT submitted be-
fore the High Court that its 
investigation was conducted 
under the Supreme Court’s 
watchful eye, and its report 
was largely accepted by all. 
The lower court went over 
all the aspects of  allega-
tions in detail to conclude 
that it was no longer neces-
sary to look into the “larger 
conspiracy” angle, the SIT 
argued.

Jafri’s lawyer Mihir De-
sai forcefully argued in the 
High Court that the mag-
istrate accepted the SIT’s 
closure report, but did not 
even consider other options 
such as rejecting it or order-
ing a fresh probe.

Desai asserted that the 
lower court ignored the 
Supreme Court guidelines 
and did not consider signed 
statements of  witnesses 
which suggested that there 
was a conspiracy, he ar-
gued.

Desai submitted that the 
magistrate also ignored sub-
missions of  key witnesses 
like former IPS officers San-
jiv Bhatt, R.B. Sreekumar 
and Rahul Sharma, be-
sides the findings of Tehelka 
magazine’s sting operation. 
He alleged that the riots 
could have been prevented 
if  certain ministers, police 
officers and bureaucrats had 
not abetted the violence.

New Delhi, Oct. 5 (IANS): Two Delhi 
Police officers were on Thursday suspended 
after a video showed self-styled godwoman 
Radhe Maa dancing with some police of-
ficials in uniform and seated on the chair 
of a SHO in a police station.

Sanjay Sharma, Station House Officer 
(SHO) of  Vivek Vihar police station, and 
Braj Bhushan, Assistant Sub-Inspector of  
GTB Enclave police station, have been sus-
pended, Deputy Commissioner of  Police 
Nupur Prasad said. 

Prasad said a photograph of  Radhe 
Maa, reportedly taken on September 28, 
showed her seated on Sanjay Sharma’s 
chair and the officer standing next to her 
with folded hands.

Bhushan is seen in a video clip along 
with four-five other officers in uniform sing-
ing with the controversial godwoman, who 
is also dancing.

“It was found that it is a matter of pro-
fessional misconduct. Thus the SHO and 

ASI are suspended with immediate effect. 
Further action will be taken after a detailed 
inquiry,” Prasad said. 

The video was posted on October 3 on 
the official Facebook page of Radhe Maa, 
“Param Shradhey Shri Radhe Maa”, which 
has more than 5 lakh followers. 

Earlier, Delhi Police said it was probing 
how Radhe Maa sat on the chair of  the 
SHO, who was told to report to the district 
Police Lines till the inquiry got over. 

A investigation was also ordered into 
the video clip of police officers singing with 
the godwoman.

Delhi Police chief  spokesperson De-
pendra Pathak termed both the incidents as 
“unprofessional conduct” and said Shah-
dara’s Additional Deputy Commissioner 
of Police was probing them. 

According to an aide of  Radhe Maa, 
she sat in the chair without realising it was 
the SHO’s and got up after an officer asked 
her to vacate it.
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Anti-independence demonstrators waving Spanish flags shout slogans 
during a protest in Barcelona, Wednesday, Oct. 4, 2017. 

Trump ready for any steps if Pak doesn’t mend its ways — MattisCatalan president lives 
outside law — Spain’s 
deputy prime minister

Suicide 
blast in 
Pak kills 12

Las Vegas shooter’s girlfriend denies 
knowledge of planned  carnage 

‘Gandhi’s non-violence credo should 
be taught in West African schools’

Putin expects mutual interests to improve Russian-US relations

Washington, Oct. 5 (PTI): Presi-
dent Donald Trump would try to 
work with Pakistan “one more 
time” but is prepared to take “what-
ever steps necessary” if  Islamabad 
does not “change its behaviour” and 
continued to support terror groups, 
Defence Secretary Jim Mattis has 
warned.

Mattis also warned Pakistan of  
global “diplomatic isolation” and 
losing its Non-NATO ally status if  
it failed to dismantle terrorists’ safe 
havens on its soil.

His tough talk on Pakistan came 
at a time when Foreign Minister 
Khwaja Asif  is in the US as part of  
efforts to rebuild bilateral ties frayed 
after President Trump accused Is-
lamabad of sheltering terror groups.

“If  our best efforts fail, Presi-
dent Trump is prepared to take 
whatever steps necessary,” Mat-
tis told members of  the powerful 
House Armed Services Committee 
during a Congressional testimony 
on South Asia and Afghanistan 
yesterday.

He was asked a series of ques-
tions by Congressmen who ex-
pressed their frustration on Pakistan 
not taking actions against terror 
groups.

Without much elaboration, 
Mattis said the US has “enormously 

powerful number of options” if  Pa-
kistan does not follow through and 
be a better promoter of stability in 
the region.

“Right now, I would like to 
think we will be successful,” Mattis 
said. “With the growing consensus 
against terrorism, they’ll find them-
selves diplomatically isolated.” 

“There is an awful lot of advan-
tage to Pakistan of  coming online 
with the international community, 
and we have to stay focused there, 
but the penalties are just as sig-
nificant as the advantages if  they 
choose to go a different direction,” 
he said.

“But for right now, the US needs 
to try one more time to make this 
strategy work with them by, with, 
and through the Pakistanis,” he 
said, referring to the new Afghan 
policy.

When Congressman Rick 
Larsen asked if  revocation of non- 
NATO allies status is on the list of  
possibilities against Pakistan, Mattis 
said, “I’m sure it will be.” 

President Trump announced his 
Afghanistan and South Asia policy 
in August in which he adopted a 
tough policy against Pakistan.

In a meeting with the Secretary 
of  State Rex Tillerson, Asif  de-
fended his country’s role in the war 

against terrorism.
He claimed that Pakistan has 

pursued a zero-tolerance and indis-
criminate approach in its campaign 
against all terrorist and militant 
groups.

However, Mattis told lawmak-
ers that while the US is adopting “a 
whole of government approach” on 
Pakistan, it is also aligning NATO 
countries on this.

“What you’re going to see is 39 
nations all in the NATO campaign 
working together to lay out what it 
is we need Pakistan to do, he said.

“What we are doing right now 
is we are aligning what Depart-
ment of  Treasury, Department of  
Defence, the Intelligence Commit-
tee, Department of  State, say, this 
is what we must ask Pakistan to do 
to change its behaviour, he added.

The Trump administration, 
he said, is going to use a whole 
government international effort to 
align the benefits and the penalties 
if  those things are not done.

“Pakistan has lost more troops 
in this fight against terrorist than 
nearly any country out there. And 
yet at the same time, as you know, 
there’s been some parsing out where 
some terrorists have been allowed 
safe havens. We’re out to change 
that behaviour and do it very firm-

ly,” Mattis asserted.
As part of this, Mattis said there 

would be exchange of  high-level 
visits between the two countries.

Mattis said he and the Secretary 
of State Rex Tillerson will soon visit 
Islamabad.

“We’re not going to back off. It 
will start with assistant secretaries 
coming out of Washington and the 
National Security staff  members 
going into Pakistan soon followed 
by the Secretary of State,” he said.

“I will go in and we have 
(NATO) Secretary General Stolten-
berg’s very clear support for this 
in his advocacy as the Secretary 
General of NATO. So we’re going 
to continue to build this up in an 
international way with a whole of  
US government argument for the 
Pakistanis to work in their own best 
interest and ours,” Mattis said.

After holding talks with Asif, 
Tillerson yesterday said that the US 
is concerned over the future of the 
government in Pakistan and wants 
to ensure long-term stability in the 
country. 

Inviting Tillerson to visit Is-
lamabad to continue their talks, 
Asif  said that a broad-based and 
structured framework for dialogue 
would best serve the two countries’ 
mutual interests.

Madrid, Oct. 5 (IANS): 
Spain’s Deputy Prime Min-
ister, Soraya Saenz de San-
tamaria, said on Wednesday 
evening that the President of  
the regional government of  
Catalonia, Carles Puigde-
mont, lives outside the law.

The Deputy Prime Min-
ister made this statement 
after Puigdemont gave a 
speech saying that the Span-
ish King Felipe VI’s speech 
had disappointed many 
Catalans and had ignored 
millions of citizens in Cata-
lonia, Xinhua reported.

She criticised Puigde-
mont for reminding the 
King’s duties and his com-
ment on the King’s speech 
saying “with this tone you 
had disappointed many peo-
ple who respect you”.

“I ask Puigdemont to 
respect Spain, Catalonia and 
its institutions”, Santamaria 
said, also asking Puigde-
mont to respect especially 
the Catalans, “who do not 

deserve to see and live what 
they are living”.

The Spanish King on 
Tuesday delivered a TV 
speech accusing the Catalan 
authorities of “breaking the 
Spanish constitution and 
autonomous status”, saying 
that “with their decisions 
they have repeatedly bro-
ken the law systematically 

showing an inadmissible 
disloyalty to the powers of  
the state”.

The regional govern-
ment of  Catalonia called 
for a referendum on inde-
pendence on Sunday that 
had been declared illegal by 
the Spanish Constitutional 
Court as it breached the 
country’s constitution.

Naseerabad (Pakistan), 
Oct. 5 (IANS): At least 12 
people were killed and eight 
injured in a suicide blast at a 
shrine in Balochistan’s Jhal 
Magsi, police said.

Deputy Commissioner 
Asadullah Kakar said 12 
people have died in the blast 
while Balochistan spokes-
man Anwarul Haq Kakar 
confirmed it was a suicide 
attack, Geo News reported. 

“Urs was underway 
when the shrine was at-
tacked,” said the provincial 
government spokesman. 

The blast took place at 
Fatehpur Dargah. Accord-
ing to police, the suicide 
attacker tried to enter the 
shrine and blew himself up 
when he was stopped by the 
police. 

At least two policemen 
were also injured in the blast. 
The injured are being trans-
ferred to DHQ hospital for 
treatment. 

The Balochistan Home 
Minister said he has received 
news of  the blast and in-
structed authorities to re-
spond immediately.

Security forces reached 
the spot and cordoned off  
the area after the blast. 

The local administration 
declared an emergency at 
hospitals in Sibbi and Dera 
Murad Jamali. 

The shrine is located 
four kilometres away from 
the city. 

Earlier in November 
2016, at least 52 people in-
cluding women and children 
were killed and more than 
100 injured in a suicide blast 
in Shah Noorani shrine near 
Hub in Balochistan’s Las-
bella district.

Las Vegas, Oct. 5 (PTI/AFP): The girl-
friend of the Las Vegas shooter said she had 
no idea he was planning the attack, describ-
ing her boyfriend as a “quiet, caring man” 
as President Donald Trump declared the 
United States a nation in mourning.

In her first public comments over the 
shooting at a country music concert that left 
58 dead and 489 wounded, Marilou Danley 
said she had hoped for a quiet future with 
Stephen Paddock.

In Las Vegas, Trump visited with survi-
vors and first responders, eulogizing parents 
and spouses who “used their own bodies to 
protect their loved ones” from the onslaught 
that eliminated any future for many.

He toured the Las Vegas Police De-
partment Command Center and the city’s 
University Medical Center, where he met, 
among others, officer Tyler Peterson who 
was injured while responding to the shoot-
ing. “In the months ahead, we will all have 
to wrestle with the horror that unfolded 
this week. But we will struggle through it 
together,” the president said.

Air Force One touched down at McCar-
ran International Airport as the FBI was 
questioning Danley for clues to what drove 
Paddock to mass murder.

The 62-year-old returned to the United 
States from her native Philippines late Tues-
day and was met by FBI agents.

In a statement read by her attorney Mat-
thew Lombard, she said she had no hint of  
what was to come: “I knew Stephen Pad-
dock as a kind, caring, quiet man.” 

“I loved him and hoped for a quiet future 
together with him,” she said.

“He never said anything to me or took 
any action that I was aware of that I under-
stood in any way to be a warning that some-
thing horrible like this was going to happen.” 

Danley added that two weeks ago, Pad-
dock had told her he found a cheap plane 
ticket for her to visit family in the Philippines 
and had wired her money to purchase a 
house while she was there.

She said she became concerned at that 
point, thinking he wanted to break up with 
her.

“It never occurred to me in any way 

whatsoever that he was planning violence 
against anyone,” said Danley, an Australian 
citizen who moved to the United States 20 
years ago to work on the casino strip.

US authorities have been at a loss as to 
how a 64-year- old gambler and retired ac-
countant hauled a vast arsenal of weapons 
to his hotel room and launched his assault.

Investigators say the shooting appeared 
to be extensively planned: Paddock set up 
one camera in the peephole of his hotel room 
door and two in the hallway.

The attack unfolded in just 10 minutes 
from the first shot to the last, but Paddock 
was not confirmed dead for more than an 
hour after that, Las Vegas Sheriff  Joseph 
Lombardo told journalists yesterday.

Lombardo said the scale of the prepara-
tions for the attack -- including the weapons, 
ammunition and electronics he stockpiled 
-- raise questions about Paddock potentially 
having had an accomplice, but none has been 
identified. He also updated the number of  
people wounded in the attack, putting the 
latest figure at 489.

As the victims’ harrowing stories 
emerged in the media, America once again 
grappled with calls for reforms to its permis-
sive firearm control laws.

Trump largely stuck to a talking point 
repeated by dozens upon dozens of Repub-
lican officials: “Well, we’re not going to talk 
about that today. We won’t talk about that.” 

US officials have reacted cautiously to a 
claim by the Islamic State jihadist group that 
the shooter had carried out Sunday night’s 
massacre on its behalf.

Authorities said Paddock, who had no 
criminal record, smashed windows in his 
hotel room shortly after 10 pm on Sunday 
and rained fire on a crowd of some 22,000 
attending the country music concert below.

When a SWAT team stormed the room 
where Paddock had been staying since Sep-
tember 28, they found he had killed himself.

Authorities have seized 47 firearms from 
three locations.  So far, investigators have 
found nothing to explain Paddock’s actions, 
but were continuing to hunt and trace every 
possible clue about a gunman they described 
as a “psychopath.”

Accra, Oct. 5 (IANS): In a region 
plagued with conflict of  various 
kinds, Mahatma Gandhi’s credo of  
non-violence and the philosophy of  
black American civil rights leader 
Martin Luther King should be in-
cluded in the curriculum of  West 
Africa’s schools to educate children 
about living in peace and avoiding 
violence, a top official has said.

“Our political landscape is filled 
with hate speech, but you cannot 
confront one evil with another. There 
may be certain things that may not 
be relevant today as in the days of  
Gandhi, but his teachings on non-
violence are still valid today as they 
were before,” Chukwuemeka B. Eze, 
the Executive Director of  the West 
Africa Network for Peacebuilding 
(WANEP),” told IANS in the Ghana-
ian capital. .

“There are a lot of  misleading 

processes in peace-building in our 
part of  the world, and it is for this 
reason that attempts at teaching the 
issue must be sustained,” he added.

The West Africa region is plagued 
with various forms of  conflict -- rang-
ing from Boko Haram in parts of  
Northern Nigeria and a breakaway 
agitation in the southeast of  that 
country as well as crises of  various 
forms in Togo, Burkina Faso and 
Cote d’Ivoire. 

“It looks like these conflicts are 
not being properly managed,” Eze 
said, adding: “Most people believe 
that there could be peace without 
confronting the injustices and struc-
tural violence that bring about the 
conflicts.”

Noting that October 2 is celebrat-
ed around the world every year as the 
International Day of  Non-Violence, 
he said, “there is no way one can 

achieve peace without removing 
the causes of  injustices in society”, 
a creed central to the teachings of  
Gandhi and King.

Eze said it was important to un-
derstand that in their efforts to preach 
non-violence, Gandhi and KIng did 
not just discuss the issues that sparked 
violence. “They also talked about 
the strategies that must be adopted 
against violence.”

He said those who “stand on the 
fence are equally guilty as those who 
perpetrate violence” because those 
who remain silent are only helping 
to perpetuate a cycle of  violence that 
would continue for a long time. 

Eze said the two icons did not 
keep quiet but talked about what were 
creating conflicts in their societies. 
“They did not walk to keep the peace 
at their time but were looking at the 
peace of  tomorrow,” he added.

Moscow, Oct. 5 (IANS): The funda-
mental mutual interests of  Moscow 
and Washington, including fighting 
terrorism, will help to improve their 
relations, Russian President Vladimir 
Putin said on Wednesday.

Addressing a plenary session of  
the Russian Energy Week (REW), 
which kicked off  in Moscow on Oc-
tober 3, Putin said the two countries 
share fundamental interests, including 

energy policies, fighting cybercrime, 
non-proliferation of weapons of mass 
destruction, anti-terrorism efforts and 
dealing with regional conflicts.

“I think these fundamental mutual 
interests will sooner or later change 
the nature of  Russian-US. relations 
for the better,” Xinhua quoted Putin 
as saying.

“Some forces are making use of  
Russian-American relations to resolve 

internal political problems in the Unit-
ed States,” he said.

The REW, being held in Moscow 
and St Petersburg, will end on October 
10. Participants will discuss prospects 
for the development of the core sectors 
of the economy, including oil, gas, coal 
and petrochemical industries.

On Tuesday, Putin had said that 
Russia is ready to cooperate with the 
US on the basis of equality.
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Ben Affleck admits ‘Batman v Superman’ criticism is fair
Actor Ben Affleck has responded to the backlash received by “Batman v Superman: Dawn 
of Justice”, saying that criticism of the superhero film bore a dark undertone is “fair”. The 
45-year-old actor, who played Bruce Wayne/ Batman in the 2016 film, said the portrayal 
of the Dark Knight in the Zack Snyder-directed movie appeared dissimilar to how one has 
viewed the character’s graph till now. In an interview with Empire magazine, Aleck said, 
“I can understand people saying (Batman v Superman) was too dark, or this was outside 
the tone of what I’m used to seeing with a Batman story, and I think that’s a fair criticism. 
“The movie’s bigger in scale than any movie I’ve been involved with in my career. It feels 
massive in terms of the visual elements. That’s something that Zack is really good at.
That will be admired.”  The actor will reprise his role in “Justice League”, which is slated 
to release on November 17. (PTI)

TickeT raTes
Silver Rs. 80
Gold Rs. 150

Platinum Rs. 320

HILL STAR 
Movie Schedule

Hill Star is thrilled to announce 
its valued HillStarCinema 

fans that the hall is now live at 
BookMyShowIN You can now 

BUY tickets online! 

10 am: Chef (Hindi) 
12.30, 5.30 pm: Blade 
Runner (Eng) 2d/3d 8 pm: Judwaa 2 (Hindi)

Hrithik breaks silence on row with Kangana

4th Northeast Indigenous 
Music Festival workshop 

A
ctor Hrithik Roshan 
on Thursday broke 
his silence on the 
dragging row with 
actress Kangana 

Ranaut, saying he has never met 
her privately and asked how two 
“high-profile celebrities” could 
have had a seven-year passionate 
affair without any evidence.

Hrithik, son of veteran actor-
filmmaker Rakesh Roshan, said 
that “just like a nagging health 
issue sometimes ignored can turn 
malignant, this situation for me has 
unfortunately turned malignant.

“The truth is, I have never met 
the lady in question one-on-one 
in my entire life. Yes, we have 
worked together, but there has been 
no meeting in private. That’s the 
truth,” he said. He added he was 
“not fighting against an allegation 
of an affair”.

“I’m in fact protecting myself  
from something far more serious, 
sensitive and destructive than that,” 
Hrithik said in a statement.

The row began last year when 
Kangana hinted at Hrithik being 
her “ex-boyfriend”.

She said in an interview that 
she fails to understand “why exes 
do silly things to get your atten-
tion”. 

The actress lodged a legal com-

plaint against Hrithik for “misus-
ing” the confidential emails and 
photographs of the time when they 
were together.

Hrithik later filed a complaint 
with the cybercrime cell, claiming 
an imposter had been emailing 
Kangana from a bogus email ID, 
pretending to be him.

The mud-slinging has contin-
ued till date, with Kangana and her 
sister constantly accusing Hrithik.

The “Kaho Naa... Pyaar 
Hai” star questioned: “An alleged 
seven-year long, passionate affair 
between two high profile celebrities 
with no trail left behind. 

“No evidence, no paparazzi 
pictures, no witnesses, not even a 
memento in possession like a selfie 
taken at the alleged engagement 
which is claimed to have happened 
in Paris in January 2014. Nothing 
that constitutes an exchange or 
any sort of proof of a romantic 
relationship. 

“Yet we want to believe the 
other party because the rhetoric is - 
why would a girl lie.”

Hrithik also refuted talk of an 
alleged engagement with Kangana 
in Paris. 

“My passport details show no 
travel outside the country in Janu-
ary 2014, which is the date that this 
alleged engagement supposedly 

took place. In Paris. 
“The only so-called proof pre-

sented of this alleged ‘relationship’ 
was a photoshopped picture in the 
media. This was immediately ex-
posed, the very next day by friends 
including my ex-wife.”

Hrithik was married to Sus-
sanne Khan, with whom he has 
two sons. They separated in 2014.

The actor says the investigation 
regarding the emails is on.

“There are 3,000 one-
sided mails which either 
I have sent to myself or 
the woman in question 
has sent to me. The Cy-
ber Crime department 
can prove or disprove 
either story, in just a few 
days. Towards that pur-
pose, I have surrendered 
all my devices including 
laptops/phones which are 
still lying with the Cyber Cell, 
but the other party has 
refused to do so.

“This is 
not, and I 
repeat, 
not a 
lovers 
spat. I 
humbly 
re-

quest people to stop labelling it as 
one and, for a second, try and see it 
for what it really is. 

“I have been harassed by this 
for four years and the well meaning 
and probably necessary social bias 
toward women has deemed me 
helpless in defending myself.

“I’m not here to accuse or 
judge anyone, but it’s time I defend 
the truth because when truth 

suffers the collective 
consciousness of  

society suffers. 
Civilization 

suffers. Closer 
to home, 
families suf-
fer. Children 
suffer.”

IANS

EASTERN MIRROR: How did you 
get started with playing and creating 
music?

Soyingo Kikon: Music has 
always been a part of me since I can 
remember. I’ve always been playing 
music since I was a kid. I first started 
with playing guitar then I started tak-
ing up piano lesson, ever since then 
I’ve been shifting from guitar to piano 
and creating music just came to me 
when I embraced these two instru-
ments.

EASTERN MIRROR: What got 
you to write “Don’t say good-
bye”? What was the inspiration for 
“Don’t Say Goodbye”?

Soyingo Kikon: Well, inspira-
tion can come from anything and 
anywhere but to be frank there is 
someone special who inspired this 
song. But I’ll be more comfortable 
keeping it to myself (hahaha)

EASTERN MIRROR: What was it 
like to work on “Don’t Say Good-
bye” with your friends?

Soyingo Kikon: It’s always 
fun working with this bunch of  
people. I’ve know them for very long 
and we have been playing together so 
it was more easy to put in ideas and 
they have a lot of contribution to this 
song. And as much as the success of  
this song goes they are also equally 
included in it.

The musicians behind “Don’t Say 
Goodbye” are:

Soyingo Kikon- on Vocal & 
keyboards, Dorothy Ngullie (vocal), 

Chubaonen Kichu (guitar), Konat-
hung Ezung (guitar), and Yanbemo 
Yanthan (bass guitar).

EASTERN MIRROR: Are you 
more of a singer or a song-writer?

Soyingo Kikon: I’m definitely 
more of a performer than a writer.

EASTERN MIRROR: What are 
your fondest musical memories?

Soyingo Kikon: Ummm there 
is a lot to mention but if I think of a 
recent event, making of my song will 
be the fondest memory so far.

EASTERN MIRROR: What’s your 
favourite piece of music and why?

Soyingo Kikon: Well, I don’t 
have a particular choice of music. I 
enjoy all kinds of music as long as it 
makes me feel and I can connect to it.

EASTERN MIRROR: If you could 
collaborate with any artist from Na-
galand who would that be and why?

Soyingo Kikon: I don’t have 
anyone in mind particularly as of  
now but I’m open to collaborate with 
anyone if it comes along my way 
because everyone has their own way 
of creating music and I can learn a 
lot from them. Also, it is always fun 
working with another musician.

EASTERN MIRROR: What 
changes would you like to see in the 
music industry to allow you to make 
a living from your music?

Soyingo Kikon: I wish we 
had more platforms where local artist 

are encouraged.

EASTERN MIRROR: What are 
your plans & hopes for the future 
with regard to your music?

Soyingo Kikon: Well, music 
is something I do because I love to 
but right now I’m not thinking of  
pursuing it as my profession.

Lastly, for those who have not 
listened to my song, it is available to 
download on Indihut. So kindly go 
and check it out and do keep support-
ing. Thank you.

T
he two-
day 4th 
Northeast 
Indigenous 
Music 

Festival will begin on 
Fri. Oct. 6, 2017 Dimapur with work-
shop, interaction and jam session for the 
Northeast artistes marking the day-1. 

The first day of the music festival will 
begin with workshop, interaction and 
jam session which will be held from 2 
PM at Abiogenesis Centre, Nuton Bosti. 
Another objective of the session will be 
to form a Northeast Indigenous Artistes 
Network so that the unique art forms of  
the region can be taken to a higher level 
collectively not only in the region but 
even in the global scene. 

The festival will bring together some 
of the most renowned and upcoming 
indigenous and folk fusion artistes in the 
region.

With very less 
avenues for indigenous 
musicians to express 
themselves and take 
their artistic talents to 
a higher level, the fes-

tival is solely projected at promoting and 
encouraging such artistes. The festival is 
also intended to play as an awareness pro-
gramme on the changing trend of genres, 
flexibility of modern technical advance-
ment in the field of music, moderniza-
tion of indigenous music and adaption 
of indigenous musical instruments in 
modern musical trends and to empower 
indigenous musicians and bands of the 
Northeast all the while giving them a 
good platform in a professionally organ-
ized event.

The two days of festival will be sched-
uled to fit in gaining, sharing of experi-
ences and performance in various ways.

EMN

Music is something the world would be lost without! We feel it, we breathe it, we love it!  Eastern 
Mirror’s - Rhythm of Love- connects our readers to music through conversation with artists as they 
share their  experience with their love …… MUSIC
Music moves us, opens our emotions - passing all barriers. Music is a piece that we can all 
connect to so Readers get connected with your favorite artists every Friday with Rhythm of Love.

Little did we know

Dearest Imtiwala (wawa)
“Wawa, you are so little right now but 
you’ve brought unimaginably LARGE 
amounts of  joy n happiness in our lives. 
Happy First Birthday from all of  us.”

 Love you.. Mom, dad, relatives, grand-
parents.. N great grandparents.

Birthday Greetings
The workshop will begin on 
Oct. 6 from 2 pm onwards 

at Abiogenesis Centre- 
Nuton Bosti, Dimapur

Soyingo Kikon singer/song-
writer from Kohima, Nagaland, a native 
of Mungya Village, Wokha, found his 
love and passion for music when he 
started singing and playing music during 
sunday school, and ever since and music 
has been an integral part of his life.

As a usual Naga he picked up guitar 
as the first musical instrument and later 
took up piano lessons which he says 
increased his love for music, which led 
to his first song “Don’t say goodbye” 
which is out on Indihut.

Read on to know more about this 
upcoming artist as he gets candid with 
Rhythm of Love.
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Esü Utd comes from to beat Butchers 
Union, KVNS enter pre-quarters

We are here to make history – Mexico coach Arteaga

Pique in the spotlight as Spain 
look to clinch World Cup berth

U-17 World CUp: Indian football’s moment of reckoning is here

EM Images
Players of Esü United FC, Manipur (White) and Butchers Union FC (Red) in action during their match at Kohima local ground on 
October 5.

Kolkata, Oct. 5 (IANS): Two-
time champions Mexico are 
not willing to rest on their past 
laurels and are ready to make 
history when they get their 
campaign underway against 
Iraq in the FIFA Under-17 
World Cup at the Salt Lake 
Stadium here on Sunday, their 
coach Mario Arteaga said.

Mexico are the only team 
in Group F to win the tourna-
ment in 2005 and 2011. None 
among England, Chile and 
Iraq have laid their hands on 
the coveted crown.

“Whatever happened is 
history. We are here to make 
new history and we have ca-
pabilities to achieve success 
here. We can go the distance,” 
Arteaga told reporters after the 
team’s first practice session at 
the SAI complex here.

“We can’t consider any 
team easy. All teams have their 
own style and pedigree like 
Brazil has their own, Germany 
has their own. So we cannot 
take any team lightly,” the 
coach said when asked to pick 
an opponent he is wary of.

Mexico, who arrived here 
on Wednesday evening, have 
been training in Spain for the 
tournament.

“I have been working for 
the last 20 months since 2016 
(with the team). This will be 
a different experience so let’s 
see,” Arteaga said. Chile have 
been struggling to cope with 
the hot and humid weather 
conditions here. But Mexico 
have not faced any such prob-
lem so far, their coach said.

“They (the boys) have been 
practicing for past few months. 

We have adapted to the weath-
er and it is not a problem for 
us. We have played in so many 
grounds around the world so 
this is not a problem for us,” 
he said.

On their first opponents 
Iraq, Arteaga said: “Iraq have 
changed their players so many 
times. We cannot take any 
rival easily. Anything can hap-
pen in a football game. We 
have played with them a few 
times before.”

Mexico have four new 
players since winning the 
CONCACAF U-17 Cham-
pionship to qualify for the 
tournament.

“One is a goalkeeper. We 
are working closely with them. 
We have a lot of  emotion at-
tached to the tournament,” 
Arteaga said.

Madrid, Oct. 5 (IANS): Spain chief  coach 
Julen Lopetegui will have to make changes in 
his side as they prepare for a game which will 
seal their ticket to the 2018 football World 
Cup in Russia should they win.

Spain play Albania in Alicante on Friday 
night and with a three point lead over Italy, as 
well as a vastly superior goal difference, vic-
tory will be enough for the Spanish, reports 
Xinhua news agency.

The run in to the game has been marked 
by the controversy over Barcelona defender 
Gerard Pique’s views over the recent Catalan 
independence referendum and the insults he 
received while training in Madrid. Although 
Pique explained his opinions in an eloquent 
press conference on Wednesday, he is still 
likely to be the focus of  attention (and prob-
ably insults) in Alicante.

Key players Dani Carvajal and Sergio 
Busquets will be missing for the game; Carva-
jal has a chest infection, while Busquets is 
suspended. Asier Illaramendi will probably 
step in to replace Busquets in central mid-
field, while young defender Alvaro 
Odriozola could make his debut 
on the right.

If  Odriozola doesn’t 
start then the experienced 
Cesar Azpilicueta will 
play at right back.

Alvaro Morata and 
Andres Iniesta will 
also miss the game 

through injury and Lopetegui will probably 
compensate for their absence by starting with 
Real Madrid’s Marcos Asensio playing as a 
false number ‘9’ and Pedro Rodriguez in a 
wide role to add pace.

Pedro has been in good form for Chelsea 
and Lopetegui is known to have confidence in 

him.
Spain won 2-0 over 
Albania earlier in 

the campaign but 
needed two sec-
ond half  goals 
to break down 
a dogged rival 
and it could be 
they who will 

have to be pa-
tient again on Fri-

day, but the prize 
of  a ticket to Russia 

should be worth the 
wait.

New Delhi, Oct. 5 (PTI): Propelled 
from the rear end to the centrestage by 
virtue of being hosts, “sleeping giants” 
India would be eyeing a football revo-
lution with the FIFA under-17 World 
Cup -- a tournament which promises 
to deliver the stars of  tomorrow.

Delhi and Mumbai will play host 
to tomorrow’s four opening day games, 
including one featuring the home side. 
But the tournament’s significance for 
the country will go beyond the results 
that will come on the field.

Once called the “sleeping giants” 
by FIFA, India have not exactly 
woken up to the potential that the 
world body saw.

FIFA has since rephrased it to 
“passionate giants” and all the right 
noises have been made to insist that 
India are inching in the right direc-
tion.

Hosting the first FIFA World Cup 
ever, India would be home to the prod-
igal talent, that makes international 
football fascinating and exhilarating 
in equal measure, this month.

Brazil’s Vinicius Junior, who is set 
to join world football club giants Real 
Madrid next year, is missing after his 

club refused to release him. But there 
are still enough names to mesmerise 
the football fans in the 24-team show-
piece which will run till October 28 
across six cities.

England winger Jadon Sancho, 
American striker Josh Sargent, Abel 
Ruiz, Ferran Torres of  Spain and 
German captain Jann-Fiete Arp, who 
have already become the hot proper-
ties in club football, are all there.

Rubbing shoulders with these 
budding stars will be 21 Indian boys 
who will become the first footballers 
of  this country to play in any FIFA 
World Cup.

In fact, a total of  504 young hope-
fuls would begin to dream of following 
in the footsteps of  famous graduates 
of  the tournament, such as Neymar 
Jr, Ronaldinho, Luis Figo, Xavi, Iker 
Casillas, Gianluigi Buffon and Andres 
Iniesta, to name a few.

India will become the fifth Asian 
country -- after China, Japan, South 
Korea and UAE -- to host the tourna-
ment which was started in 1985.

More than sixty years after India 
declined the invitation to participate in 
the 1950 FIFA World Cup in Uruguay 

(when it was an invitational tour-
nament), refusing to play in 
shoes, the country would be 
fielding a team in a World 
Cup.

The likes of  captain 
Amarjit Singh Kiyam, 
Komal Thatal and Aniket 
Jadhav will thus accom-
plish a feat, which eluded 
legends like Bhaichung Bhu-
tia, I M Vijayan and Sunil 
Chhetri.

With poor infrastruc-
ture, nearly non-existent 
grassroot and youth de-
velopment and quality 
coaching system, India 
have hardly ever 
been a force even 
at the regional 
level.

But the the All 
India Football Fed-
eration and some former players see 
this tournament as the beginning of a 
revival of  a glorious past of  the 1950s 
and 1960s when India ruled Asia and 
made their presence felt at the world 
stage as well.

A successful hosting of  the U-17 
World Cup is sure to open up chances 

of other bigger events like the U-20 
FIFA World Cup, for which the 
country has made a bid for the 
2019 edition.

With 52 matches to be played 
in six venues, the event will be 
watched by a global audience of  
200 million.

The FIFA, in its bid to expand 
the game to new frontiers, allotted the 
U-17 World Cup to India in Decem-
ber 2013. For a country, which has 

nearly one sixth of humanity and 
largest number of  youth, it’s 
quite apt to host the youngest 
World Cup.

India are for sure the 
rank outsiders in the 17th 
edition of  the tournament 
and they are unlikely to get 
past the group stage.

They are placed in a 
tough Group A along with United 
States, Colombia and two-time cham-
pions Ghana. India’s main target as 
has been indicated by the head coach 
Luis Morton de Matos would be to 
be competitive and not to concede 

goals.
Two group toppers and four best 

third place finishers will qualify for 
the knock-out round and India are not 
expected to be one of them.

Three-time champions Brazil, 
European winners Spain and Mexico 
are the hot favourites to lift the trophy 
while two- time champions Ghana, 
Germany, England and United States 
will also fancy their chances to go all 
the way in the tournament.

African champions Mali and tech-
nically sound and creative Colombia 
could be the dark horses.

in the absence of Vinicius Junior, 
another Flamengo youth team player 
Lincoln Correa dos Santos will be the 
man leading the Brazilians from the 
front. A versatile player, the 16- year-
old Lincoln can play on both wings 
of the pitch but he prefers playing as a 
centre forward.

Lincoln helped Brazil U-17 win 
the South American Under- 17 Cham-
pionship to qualify for India, scoring 
five goals in eight matches. There 
are other players of  high calibre in 
the Brazil team like striker Paulinho 
which made them one of  the hot 

favourites
Spain’s ‘tiki-taka’ style of  play 

will be something to look forward 
to. They have wonderkids like Barce-
lona’s youth team player and captain 
Abel Ruiz and Valencia starlet Ferran 
Torres.

Ruiz is an attacking player and was 
one of the La Masia talents courted by 
top premier league clubs like Man-
chester City, Arsenal and Chelsea. 
He racked up a record 16 goals in the 
recently-concluded EURO U-17 com-
petition and is considered one of the 
most exciting talents in the country. It 
was under his leadership that Spain 
won their ninth UEFA European 
U-17 Championships earlier this year. 
Apart from giving the world some of  
its future stars, the tournament would 
be expected to leave a positive legacy 
for its hosts.

Infrastructure will be the biggest 
of  them all as this will make all the 
six stadia FIFA-approved venues to be 
used for later events.

Most of all, India would be hoping 
to make the transition from “sleeping 
giants” to active fighters by the time 
the party winds up in Kolkata.

Mirror Cross word 1615
ACROSS
1. Have already done
4. Universal Standard Time
7. Indics
12. A city in the European part of 

Soviet Russia
13. One and only
14. About bee
15. Denounces
17. Many wombs
18. Express pleasure
19. The bill in a restaurant
21. Disappear beyond the horizon
22. Intercontinental ballistic 

missile
24. Prefix denoting “in a”
25. James __, American steam 

engineer
26. Dekalitre
27. A salt or ester of hydriodic acid
29. Improves
31. Secretion
35. Vertexes
37. Radioactivity unit
38. Trailing grass native to Europe
41. The longest division of 

geological time
42. __ Carvey, “Church Lady” 

comedian
43. S American wood sorrel
44. Soviet Socialist Republic 

(abbrev.)
45. All of the inhabitants of the 

earth
46. National capital
48. Endurance
52. Glyceryl ester
53. Auricle
54. Assistance
55. _____ Claus
56. Extensively cultivated in e.g. 

China and Japan and India
57. Peacock network 

DOWN
1.  Invest with knighthood
2.  Nigerian City

3.  OK to assign a date to
4.  American state
5.  Timid
6.  Screened for
7.  Coat with plaster
8.  Mentally quick and 

resourceful
9.  Eastern German city
10.  Defied
11.  Annoyances
16.  The most common 

computer memory
20.  Rebelled
22.  Potato state, abbr.

23.  Shaped rotating disk to 
convert circular into linear 
motion

24.  Corsages
25.  Fatty-fleshed fish that 

migrates between salt 
and fresh water

27.  Integrated data 
processing

28.  Hyrax
30.  Catch
32. A citizen of Iran
33. Passenger truck
34. Government computer 

language
36. Undergarment
38. Extinct birds
39. Central Florida city
40. Made of wood
42. Obstruct
44. Soluble ribonucleic acid
45. Harelike rodent of the 

pampas of Argentina
47. Small island (British)
49. Arctic explorers, abbr.
50. Horny projecting jaws of a 

bird
51. Aide de Camp

sud0ku 1455
Every Sudoku has a unique solution that can be 
reached logically. Enter numbers into the blank 
spaces so that each row, column and 3x3 box 
contains the numbers 1 to 9.

solutions to sud0ku 1454

solutions to Crossword 1614

Our Correspondent
Kohima, Oct. 5 (EMN): Esü 
United FC from Manipur came 
from behind to beat Butchers 
Union FC 2-1 to make it through 
to the pre-quarters of  the 18th 
NSF Martyrs’ Memorial Trophy 
at Kohima local ground.

A Kapani was the star of  
the match as he scored both the 
goals to steer his team to vic-
tory, thereby, becoming the first 
from among the four Manipur 
teams to qualify for the round 

of  last 16
The fate of  two Manipur 

teams will be decided tomorrow 
when Khyouchi FC takes on 
Kirha Youth Society, Viswema 
in the first match, to be fol-
lowed with the match between 
Tangkhul Students’ Union and 
Renegades FC. The match of  
Lamphel FC, another team 
from Manipur, is scheduled on 
Oct. 7.

Butchers Union opened its 
account very early in the game 

through Mhasibeituo inside 
the first 10 minutes; however, 
Kapani ended the frustration 
of  Esü United by scoring a late 
first-half  equalizer. The last 
minute goal before the interval 
ignited the spirit of  the visiting 
team who were left desperate 
for failing to capitalize some 
opportunities that came their 
way earlier.

Moving into the second half, 
Esü United got the better of  
their opponents in ball posses-

NSF MARTYRS’ MEMORIAL TROPHY

sion. Much to the jubilation 
of  the visiting team, Kapani 
gave them the winning goal in 
the 59th minute and sealed the 
match to their favour.

Earlier in the first match, 
KVNS routed Speartex FC via 
tie-breaker and advanced to the 
round of  last 16. The match 
headed for tie-breaker as both 
the teams were tied in a 2-2 draw 
till the end of  the stipulated 70 
minutes.

KVNS took the lead when 
Kedoneizo Zhale got passed 
the keeper in the 15th minute, 
but Kekhrieseto Khro ensured 
the hope of  his team when he 
scored the equalizer to end the 
first half  1-1.

KVNS again took the lead 
for the second time when Ke-
dokhoto Nagi found the back 
of  the net, yet Shamba Samson 
came to the rescue of  Speartex 
when he delivered the much 
needed equalizer just four min-
utes away from the final whis-
tle.

Though they could find a 
late equalizer, the celebration 
of  Speartex FC was short lived 
as they went down by 4-3 in the 
tie-breaker.

The month-long NSF Mar-
tyrs Memorial Trophy, which 
will conclude on October 21, is 
being organised by the Angami 
Students’ Union under the aegis 
of  the Naga Students’ Federa-
tion in memory of  two student 
martyrs Kekuojalie Sachü and 
Vikhozo Yhoshü.

Friday’s matches
Khyouchi FC Manipur 
Vs Kirha Youth Society, 

Viswema @ 11 AM

Tangkhul Students’ Union 
Vs Renegades FC @ 12:30 

PM

Billy Graham FC Vs Kings 
FC, Chüziema @ 2 PM
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