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Mirror Takes

~ Arien
"If you can find me a local 
dukan walla who is willing 
to obey and give me paan 
and tamul for free I will 

chase the IBI out myself"

Hope is patience  
with the lamp lit. 

~ Tertullian
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Demands investigation against NSMDC, Finance  
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Min.Max. Max.Min.
Aizawl 30° 22°
Agartala 33° 25°
Gangtok 28° 14°
Guwahati 35° 25°
Imphal 30° 19°

Itanagar 32° 22°
Shillong 26° 17°
Delhi 36° 23°
Kolkata 34° 26°
Chennai 36° 26°

 Max:  Min:
KOHIMA 27.2° 18.8°
DIMAPUR 33° 26.2°
 RF:  RH:
KOHIMA 12.2 93%
DIMAPUR NIL 91%
* Rainfall (RF) * Relative humidity (RH)
Temperature in State Capitals
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Dr. Tia Jamir speaking at the workshop about the Intensified Mission Indradhanush in Kohima on October 4.

Surdarshan Bhagat and TR Zeliang (center, front), with the latter’s colleagues, pose for a photograph on Wednesday.

Illegal immigrants: NSF demands 
government action within 30 days 

Petrol price down 
by Rs. 2.50 a litre, 
diesel by Rs. 2.25

Nagaland's health programmes a bit unwell

Civil services runners demand 
change in NPSC mark system

Monsoon nag is Bhagat's meeting piece

Org. shocked at local corp. ‘acting as government’

    

NATION ENTERTAINMENT SPORTS

Atsu Sekhose to celebrate 
a decade in fashion 
industry with new line | P10

Simona Halep dumps despairing 
Sharapova out of Beijing  |  P11

Stop wasting time, address issue 
of employment — Rahul to PM | P8
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Dimapur, Oct. 4 (EMN): The Naga 
Students’ Federation (NSF) has de-
manded that the Nagaland government 
start taking action to curb the influx of  
illegal immigrants into Nagaland and 
to engage the Inner Line Permit (ILP) 
effectively. The NSF issued a copy of  
a memorandum addressed to the chief  
secretary on Wednesday. The federation 
has demanded ‘a prompt and sagacious 
action’ within 30 days.

The NSF expressed concern at 
the ‘impending’ threat of influx of  
non-locals and illegal immigrants into 
Nagaland and the lack of stringent 
implementation of the Bengal Eastern 
Frontier Regulation (BERF) Act of  
1873 and the provisions of BERF Act 
of 1873 ‘becoming irrelevant in our 
present context.’  The federation has 
placed a number of ‘terms and condi-
tions’ to be incorporated in framing a 
“new modality” for the implementation 
of the BEFR Act of 1873.
Territorial coverage: Dimapur district 
should come under the purview of In-
ner Line Permit Regulation.
Documents to be produced while ap-
plying ILP:
a. Applicants (mainland Indians): Vot-

er’s ID card, Permanent Residential 
Certificate

b. Applicants (Assam): Voter’s ID 
card, Permanent Residential Certifi-

cate, Land Patta, Electoral Roll en-
rollment duly signed by the District 
Magistrate and Election Officer, 
National Citizen Register (issued 
before 1963)

c. Local guarantor:
a. Indigenous Certificate, Residen-

tial Proof Certificate and Iden-
tity Proof Certificate

b. A joint photograph with his/her 
ward should be produced

1. Undertaking: ILP applicants should 
produce two local guarantors (em-
ployer and house owner). Both the 
guarantors should sign an undertak-
ing
a. Local guarantors and the ap-

plicants should be physically 
present when applying for ILP.

b. That he/she should deport his/
her ward on the expiry of ILP 
and report to the ILP monitor-
ing cell.

c. That he/she should be held re-
sponsible if  legal cases against 
his/her ward arises.

2. Validity of ILP: A maximum of 15 
days should be granted.

3. Administrative Mechanism:
a. Set up separate ILP monitoring 

cell in each and every district 
headed by an additional deputy 
commissioner.

b. Main entry and exit point should 

have CCTVs installed
c. Periodical orientation courses 

for administrative officials in the 
ILP monitoring cell and police 
personnel who man main check 
gates

d. Proper records of ILP hold-
ers, guarantors and deportation 
should be maintained.

e. Any kind of permit / license / 
certificates should not be issued 
to ILP holders.

f. A person should be made to act 
as guarantor of two ILPs only.

4. Upgrade the present Industrial 
Training Institutes to skill develop-
ment institutions and add more rel-
evant trades and courses in all the 
districts.

5. Government of Nagaland should 
initiate programmes with village 
councils, town / ward / colony 
leaders and apex tribal bodies in all 
the districts. The government should 
empower the local bodies in the im-
plementation of the ILP system.
The NSF stated that it was “per-

turbed” by the lackadaisical approach 
of the government in the implementa-
tion and regulation of the ILP. The fed-
eration has demanded ‘a prompt and sa-
gacious action to the concern broached 
above within 30 days,’ the press release 
added.

New Delhi, Oct. 4 (PTI): 
The Petrol price was on 
Wednesday cut by Rs. 
2.5 a litre and diesel by 
Rs. 2.25 following a re-
duction in excise duty on 
auto fuels. Petrol in Delhi 
now costs Rs. 68.38 a li-
tre, down from Rs. 70.88. 
A litre of diesel will now 
cost Rs. 56.89, against Rs. 
59.14 previously, accord-
ing to Indian Oil Corpo-
ration (IOC).

On Tuesday, the gov-
ernment cut the excise 
duty on petrol and diesel 
by Rs. 2 a litre each to 
moderate the relentless 
rise in fuel prices over the 
last three months. IOC 
Director (Finance) A K 
Sharma said the cut in 
retail selling price was 
higher after factoring in 
its impact on the VAT. As 
things stand, excise duty 
is levied on fuel produced 
ex-refinery. Local sales tax 
or the VAT is levied on the 
total of ex-refinery cost 
plus excise duty and com-
mission paid to dealers.

Our Correspondent
Kohima, Oct. 4 (EMN): 
Saying that Nagaland was 
lagging in ‘all parameters’ 
related to health immuni-
zation programmes, Addi-
tional Director of  Health 
and Family Welfare Dr. 
Tia Jamir has urged stake-
holders including the 
media to play a role in 
spreading awareness about 
health programmes.

Speaking at the one-
day workshop on the sub-

ject “Intensified Mission 
Indradhanush” for the 
media / stakeholders in 
Kohima town on October 
4, the addl. director Jamir 
observed that the state, 
when compared to other 
states, was ‘lagging far be-
hind in health related im-
munization programmes 
due to lack of  awareness.’

It may be mentioned 
that all the eleven districts 
in the state have been 
placed in the ‘non-per-

forming districts’ category 
of  the Intensified Mission 
Indradhanush programme 
which was launched in 
2015. This was informed 
by Dr. Jamir during his 
delivering the keynote ad-
dress at the event.

Calling the impor-
tance of  immunization 
‘very necessary and es-
sential,’ Jamir appealed to 
nongovernmental organi-
sations and churches to 
come forward and work 

Dimapur, Oct. 4 (EMN): 
The Nagaland Public Rights 
Awareness and Action Forum 
(NPRAAF) is ‘shocked’ at com-
ing to know about the Nagaland 
State Mineral Resources Devel-
opment Corporation Ltd (NS-
MDC) constructing roads and 
bridges 'with requisite technical 
manpower' and ‘100% increase 
in revised cost of bridges’ under-
stood to have drawn the amount 
from the government treasury.

It is not a new thing for the 
Nagaland government to flout 
all rules in running the affairs 
of the state but the details from 
the NSMDC is ‘most shocking,’ 
the NPRAAF stated in a press 
release on Wednesday.

‘What has been revealed 
by the NSMDC that it had ex-
ecuted construction of roads 
and bridges having requisite 
technical  manpower on being 
appointed as the implementing 
agency for the projects under 
NLCPR and the 100% increase 
in revised cost of bridges; and 
therefore understood to have 
drawn the amount from govern-
ment treasury is most shocking,’ 
the group stated.
The organisation listed it first 
disbelief: The NSMDC is a 
corporation, an undertaking 
like the NIDC, KVIB, KVIC, 
Nagaland Handicrafts & Hand-
loom Corporation Limited etc., 
which are not government de-
partments. ‘Under what norms 
did the state government allow 
a non-governmental-depart-

mental body to honour mon-
etary claims directly from the 
government treasury?’ the press 
release queried. 

The NPRAAF has de-
manded clarification about un-
der which rule, state assembly 
resolution or cabinet decision 
that a corporation such as the 
NSMDC can directly claim 
“drawal authority” from the 
treasury. 

‘Since the Geology & Min-
ing department has clearly stat-
ed that it had nothing to do with 
sanction / drawal and imple-
mentation of the work for con-
struction of road / bridge, the 
state government / FD is urged 
to clarify on this issue as to how 
a corporation was allowed to 
directly draw money from the 
government treasury.’ 

Secondly, the NPRAAF 
stated, the NSMDC had stated 
that it had requisite technical 
manpower to carry out con-
struction of roads and bridges. 
Of  engineers and ‘class-x appeared’ 

However, a look at the cor-
poration’s website showed that 
there are only 7 persons with 
Bachelor of Engineering special-
izing in mining, chemical, civil, 
metallurgy, mechanical, electri-
cal and few diploma holders in 
CE, mining and mine surveying 
and B.Tech (ceramic), the press 
release stated. ‘There was one 
JE (civil) whose educational 
qualification was surprisingly 
only “appeared HSLC” at the 
time of appointment in 1978. 

Some of these employees are no 
more in service,’ the NPRAAF 
stated.

“It is quite absurd that the 
NSMDC claims to have req-
uisite technical manpower to 
construct roads and bridges. 
How many competent techni-
cal people are there in NSMDC 
to handle such huge project 
and amount?” the organisation 
questioned.  

Further, the organisation 
stated that the NSMDC had 
said that the construction of  
bridges over Chizuti River (24 
m span) and Tizu River (100 m 
span) was at an estimated cost 
of Rs 20.54 crore which was 
enhanced to RS 41.26 crore fol-
lowing revision of the cost for 
Tizu bridge. 

“Surprisingly, the revision 
showed an increase of more 
than 100% from the original 
initial estimate. Which depart-
ment prepared the initial esti-
mate that its revision had to be 
increased more than 100% and 
how was an approval for such 
an abnormal revision given?” 

All these things are hap-
pening under the ‘very nose’ of  
the Finance department which 
“readily approves any project 
that lands on its table and ac-
cordingly releases funds,” the 
press release stated. 

The NSMDC has been 
asked to clarify as to who ap-
proved the ‘anomalous’ cost re-
vision and as to whether it was 
a secretary, minister or the state 

Dimapur, Oct. 4 (EMN): A group 
of “public service aspirants” has 
written to the government seeking 
changes in the marking system of  
the Nagaland Public Service Com-
mission (NSPC). 

A copy of a representation ad-
dressed to the chief secretary of  
Nagaland on Wednesday from the 
Public Service Aspirants of Naga-
land (PSAN), stated to have found 
that the current marking system for 
interviews is “prejudiced, unrealis-
tic and does not reflect the (calibre) 
of the highest recruiting body.”

The group note what it called 
the "unethical and random mark-
ing system practiced by the NPSC” 
which it claimed was revealed by 
the NPSC Civil Service Examina-
tion for 2015. For stated reason, the 
PSAN set up a committee to “study 
the loopholes and find out areas of  
improvement in the NPSC exami-
nation system,” the representation 
declared.  

“After thorough research and 
deliberation, the committee has 
found that the prevalent marking 
system in the NPSC Viva-voce ex-
amination is prejudiced, unrealistic 
and does not reflect the calibre (sic) 
of the highest recruiting body,” the 
press release stated. 

The group listed out its ‘find-
ings’ to the government for ‘imme-
diate’ intervention: reduction of the 
total marks from interviews from 
the current 75 to 50;  in line with the 
system practiced by the Union Pub-
lic Service Commission (UPSC), 
the NPSC should also set maxi-
mum and minimum benchmarks in 
the viva voce examination. 

Here the organisation men-
tioned that the UPSC maintains a 
minimum of 50 per cent and a max-
imum of 75 per cent in the “viva 
voce” with marks ranging from 140 
to 206 out of the total 275 marks. 

“In the UPSC civil service 
exam 2015 and 2016, the highest 
mark secured was 206 out of the 
total 275 marks, which is calculated 
as 75% of the total marks. Whereas, 
in the NPSC civil service examina-
tion 2015, many of the candidates 
scored more than 70 and some as 
high as 74.12 in the viva voce, and 
some as low as 28 which is calcu-
lated as maximum of 99% and 
minimum of 37% respectively,” the 
representation declared. 

The current practice of award-
ing marks in the interview by the 
NPSC is “irrational, random and 
unbecoming of the highest recruit-
ing body as this exam is not a high 
school mathematics examination 
but the highest examination in the 
state.” 

The PSAN is of the proposi-
tion that NPSC should maintain a 
mark range of minimum 50% and 
a maximum of 75% in the viva voce 
examination.

Another point the organisa-
tion listed in its demands: As is 
the practice being followed by the 
UPSC, marks scored by candidates 
in all the examinations conducted 
by the NPSC (NCS, NPS,NSS & 

Allied Services, Combined Techni-
cal Exam, Common Educational 
Service Exam and any other exami-
nations conducted by the NPSC) 
should be ‘declared on the day of  
result declaration.’

Likewise, the organisation stat-
ed that the “mains” marks should 
be kept out of the NPSC Board 
members' knowledge as a “precau-
tionary measure against manipula-
tion.”

“The secretary and the Control-
ler of Examination, NPSC, should 
be held totally accountable in case 
of any discrepancies in this issue; 
and the government should device 
a mechanism to monitor it,” the 
PSAN stated.

The NPSC should also declare 
the waiting list in order-of-merit on 
the day of the results being declared, 
the presentation demanded. 

“If any candidate does not 
accept the post, the commission 
should declare it in print media / 
NPSC website and accommodate 
the candidates in the waiting list in 
order of merit so that henceforth, 
absolute transparency may be main-
tained by NPSC in this regard.”

Further, the government should 
recommend NPSC members to the 
governor who are well-qualified, 
possess a good track record and 
“absolute integrity”. In this regard, 
the PSAN has proposed to the 
government setting up a screening 
committee headed by the chief sec-
retary “so that it would select the 
best out of the available candidates 
and recommend to the governor for 
appointment.”

Another point of demand that 
organisation raised was that the 
NPSC should complete the en-
tire process of examination in a 
calendar year unlike the 2016 and 
2017 civil service examinations “in 
which the 2017 Preliminary exam 
was conducted on 23rd Sept 2017 
before completing the 2016 exam.”

It has caused much inconven-
ience and “immense mental trau-
ma to the candidates,” the group 
claimed. 

The group then mentioned 
what it called the ‘ratio of selection’ 
to sit for the civil services’ main ex-
aminations. “The ratio of selection 
to sit for the civil services mains 
exam is very low as the number of  
candidates keeps increasing every 
year and as a result many deserving 
aspirants are kept out of the race in 
the mains exam,” the representa-
tion stated. 

Here, the PSAN mentioned 
that the UPSC maintains a ratio 
of one post to 13/14; most of the 
state public service commissions 
maintain a ratio in the range of 1:9 
to 1:13  irrespective of the number 
of  posts advertised. 

“Therefore, taking all the above 
mentioned points into considera-
tion, the ratio of selection in the 
NPSC preliminary should be in-
creased to at least 1:10 from the 
current ratio irrespective of the 
number of posts advertised,” the 
PSAN added.

the affected public,” the CMO 
stated. The Union minister as-
sured that the matter “would 
be examined and taken up in an 
appropriate manner.”

Also, the press release in-
formed that the chief minister 
had convened a meeting with 
three competing project man-
agement consultants that had 
submitted their Expression of  

Interest (EOI) to implement the 
Kohima Smart City project. 

“The three firms namely 
SREI Infrastructure Finance 
Limited, WAPCOS Limited, 
and Voyants-PWC, of which 
one would be selected shortly, 
presented their company's pro-
file, experiences and credentials 
through Power Point Presenta-
tion,” the press release stated.

The chief minister asked 
the representatives of the firms 
to “focus on drainage system, 
parking, foot-path, water har-
vesting, underground cables 
etc.,” in the state’s capital Ko-
hima town. He urged them to 
expedite the selection process 
so that the Smart City Project 
can commence at the earliest, 
the updates stated.

hand-in-hand with the de-
partment in the effort to 
‘fulfil the aims and objec-
tives’ set for 2018 year-end 
which is to achieve 90% 
of  the target.

“The department alone 
cannot fulfil the aims and 
objectives laid down. It is 
our desire to achieve the 
90% target by December 
2018,” Dr. Jamir said. He 
added that “the main ob-
jective of  immunization is 
to find out where we can 
reach out to the people in 
times of  help.”

During the techni-
cal session, power-point 
presentations showing an 
overview of  the immu-
nization status in respect 
of  Nagaland state and In-
tensified Mission Indrad-
hanush, besides objec-
tives and strategies, were 
presented by Dr. Pairson 
and Dr. Sheila. Dr. Longri 
from the Unicef  also gave 
a presentation about the 
role of  different stake-
holders in regard to the 
Intensified Mission In-
dradhanush.

The workshop was or-
ganised by the National 
Health Mission, Naga-
land, and supported by 
the Unicef.

cabinet. Accordingly, It must 
substantiate it with documents, 
the NPRAAF stated. 

“The Financial decision of  
the NSMDC is limited only 
below Rs.1.00 crore and any 
project above Rs.1.00 crore is 
to be approved by state govern-
ment,” the organisation stated.
Vigilance investigation 

Another charge that the or-
ganisation made was that the 
NSMDC had stated that the 
projects were under NLCPR; 
accordingly, the initial amount 
was withdrawn. 

“If so, why was the revised 
estimate increase of 100% 
amounting Rs 20.72 crore was 
paid out of the public excheq-
uer as additional fund and not 
from NLCPR?” the press re-
lease stated.  

This matter calls for an in-
quiry by the state Vigilance or 
any other competent authority 
not only against NSMDC Ltd 
but the state Finance depart-
ment too, the group stated. 

“To whom should the credit 
be given for construction of the 
bridges – NLCPR or Nagaland 
Government? The Finance de-
partment is reminded to clarify 
on what it meant by State Plan 
(additional fund) and State Plan 
(RE) and under what head and 
nomenclature it is,” the state-
ment added.

The Roads & Bridges de-
partment and the Finance de-
partment are also reminded to 
clarify on the construction of  
road from Pungwla to Jalukie, 
Dzumha bridge etc.

Dimapur, Oct. 4 (EMN): Un-
ion Minister of State for Tribal 
Affairs Surdarshan Bhagat is in 
Nagaland and the state’s gov-
ernment has taken the oppor-
tunity to seek ‘assistance’ from 
the central government to build 
infrastructure.

Bhagat is on a three-day visit 
to the state and is scheduled to 
reach Tizit with advisor for 
Planning CM Chang on Thurs-
day ‘if  weather permits.’   

The chief minister’s office is-
sued a press release on Wednes-
day informing about a meeting 
of Surdarshan Bhagat with the 
chief minister of Nagaland TR 
Zeliang at the residential office 
of the latter in Kohima Oct. 4 
evening. Zeliang ‘highlighted 
the recent damages caused re-
cently due to unusual heavy rain 
in the state,’ the CMO stated.

“In different parts of the 
state, bridges have been washed 
away recently by floods cutting 
off people from access to basic 
amenities and causing hardship 
to the populace, he said while 
also calling upon the Union 
minister to assist the state gov-
ernment to put in place Bailey 
bridges in different parts of the 
state as immediate relief for 



Horti, Agri dept. bid adieu to retiring officers and staff 
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(L)N Amos Ao delivering hiss farewell address. (R) Retiring officers and staff during the farewell programme.

Tochimong Yimchunger speaking at the youth camp.

CSU and KSU office bearers along with Vechikho Puro’s mother and village leaders at the graveyard.

Under the leadership of EE Tiatemsü Ao, the PWD R&B Pfütsero division, initiated a joint social 
work at Pfütsero town on Oct. 4. Pfutsero town administration, colony chairmen and colleagues of 
all 11 wards, GBs, youth organisations and volunteers participated in repairing Pfütsero town road. 
The work was executed with the help of RB department’s excavator and dumper truck.

PTYO condemns rape 
of elderly woman

Dimapur police offer updates on crime

Chakhesang students observe black day 

PTCSU notifies shopkeepers, students

YBCD organises ‘victorious 
youth in Christ’ camp

Governor wishes 
president

IMPORTANT NUMBERS
WOMEN HELPLINE: 181

DIMAPUR (STD CODE: 03862)
Bethesda Ambulance Service                 9615053217, 9615520007
CIHSR 242555, 242533
Police Control Room 7085055050
Dimapur District Hospital 232224
Diphupar PS 7085055032
East PS 7085055030
Faith Hospital 248912, 9436004220
Fire Station (Chumu) 282777
Fire Station (Dimapur) 7085378850, 232201
GRPS 7085055031
Medziphema PS 7085055033
MH (Metro) Hospital 227930/231081
Mobile Unit Commander 7085055046
Nikos Hospital 248285, 232032
Niuland PS 7085088035
Sub-Urban PS 7085055036
Traffic Control -1 7085088038
Traffic Control -2 7085088039
West PS 7085055034
Women Cell 7085055037
Zion Hospital 231864, 224117, 227337

KOHIMA (STD Code: 0370)
Bethel Nursing Home 2224202
Chiephobozou PS
Officer-in-Charge

8575045506
8575045516

Childline Kohima 1098
Chiephobozou PS
Officer-in-Charge

8575045506
8575045516

Fire Stations 2222952
IRCS Ambulance Service 2244350
Kezocha PS
Officer-in-Charge

8575045549
8575045538

Khuzama PS
Officer-in-Charge

8575045505
8575045515

NHAK 2222916
North PS
Officer-in-Charge

2222222, 8575045501
8575045510

Oking Hospital 2290080, 2290146
Police Control Room 100/2244279, 8575045500
South PS
Officer-in-Charge

2222111, 8575045502
8575045520

Tseminyu PS
Officer-in-Charge

8575045507
8575045517

Zubza PS
Officer-in-Charge

8575045508
8575045518

MOKOKCHUNG (STD Code: 0369)
Chopper Service 8974151974/ 9615776811
Christian Hospital, Impur 2262214
Dr. Imkongliba Hospital 2226216/2226394
Faith Hospital Ambulance 9436004220, 9856051827
Fire Station 2226225
Hope Ambulance Service 8415827895/9856277674
Hotel Metsuben 8014587442/ 2226373
IRCS Ambulance Service 09402993002
Lifeline Ambulance 9436439707/ 9862447893
Mokokchung PS 1 2226241
Power House 2226221/2226293
Sewak Gate PS 2 2226213
Traffic Control 9485232691
Tuli Police Station 9485232693
Women Cell 9485232692
Woodland Nursing Home 2226263

CM to grace VDB conference in Kohima
Chief Minister TR Zeliang will be gracing the VDB 
conference 2017 as chief guest on Oct. 9 at SIRD 
Auditorium, Kohima. The programme is being hosted 
by Department of Rural Development, coinciding with 
Mission Antyodaya Gram Samridhi Evam Swachchata 
Pakhwada. Minister for RD & REPA, E E Pangteang will 
be the guest of honour while Chief Secretary Pankaj 
Kumar will be the special guest. 

SPD to celebrate Tsokum Sumai 
The Sanglao Paopong Dimapur (SPD) will be celebrating 
Tsokum Sumai on Oct. 5, 9:30 a.m. at its treasurer 
Sangthing’s residence, 5th Mile, Diphupar ‘B’ village. 
The SPD invited all its members to the celebration. 
Meanehilr, Paopong Hoikam Dimapur extended warm 
greetings to all the Khiamniungans on the occasion of 
Tsokum Sumai.

NSCD get-together cum prayer fellowship
The Northern Sumi Community Dimapur (NSCD) will 
be holding its 14th annual get-together cum prayer 
fellowship on Oct. 14, 10 a.m. at Green Park, 5th 
Mile, Dimapur. All the members have been informed 
to attend positively.

ANHSS informs members
Akhil Nagaland Hindi Sanstha Sangh (ANHSS) has 
informed that 28th Bhartiya Rashtrabhasha Hindi 
Prachar Sammelan will be held on Dec. 2 and 3 
at Ramjanaki Vidyalaya, Dimapur. The committee 
welcome programme will be held on Oct. 7, 10 a.m. 
at Burma Camp Hindi College. All the Hindi college 
proprietors in Nagaland have been requested to 
attend the meeting positively.

DDVFAA emergency meeting
Dimapur District Veterinary Field Assistant Association 
(DDVFAA) has convened an emergency general 
meeting Oct. 6, 11 a.m. at treasurer’s resident, 
Burma Camp, Dimapur. Members failing to attend 
the meeting will be dealt as per the constitution of 
the association. 

Health awareness prog. at Gaili
Under Nagaland Health Project (NHP), The Health 
Sub-Centre Management Committee, Gaili organise 
a health awareness programme on immunization and 
birth registration at Panchayat Hall Gaili on Sep. 28. 
Roukwe-u ANM (NHM) spoke on immunization while 
Lungsi Haikube HSCMC shared on birth registration 
certificate.

DIPR rectifies  
DIPR has rectified the news item ‘Peren observes 
International Day Of Older Persons’ appeared on 
Oct. 3, the second last line should read as Isambe 
Liegise and Igongle Ndang were awarded Appreciation 
certificate for their services rendered to the society 
and not as published.

NEWS IN BRIEF

by the Cadre Review Com-
mittee. 

The Director of  Agri-
culture Helie Rüpreo also 
reminisced on his close as-
sociation with the outgoing 
director during college days 
and the struggles they gone 
through together in the ear-
lier years of  their service. 
He wished the outgoing 

director a very happy and 
healthy retired life. 

Secretary (Horticulture) 
Alan Gonmei, appreciated 
the contributions of the out-
going director and how he 
had been posted to all the 11 
district in different capaci-
ties and how he discharged 
his duties and responsibili-
ties without complaining. 

He also urged the incoming 
head of department and of-
ficer to emulate the qualities 
of the outgoing director so 
as to take the department to 
new heights. 

In his farewell speech, 
the outgoing Director N. 
Amos Ao urged the depart-
ment to continue to strive 
forward with the legacy that 

he is leaving behind and 
expressed hope that soon 
the fixed pay employees 
of  the department will be 
able to enjoy the scale pay 
once the recommendations 
of the Cadre Review Com-
mittee was approved by the 
cabinet. He also urged the 
officers and staff  to build 
better coordination and 

relationship with other Agri 
& allied departments. 

He expressed hope that 
under the leadership of the 
new head of  department, 
the department will be able 
to reach new heights in the 
service of the farming com-
munity. Further, he advised 
that officers and staff  to be 
sincere and concerted in 

WEATHER FORECAST IN OTHER DISTRICTS 
Max Min DP RH RF

WOKHA 23.6 18.6 21.2 93 NIL

ZBT 22.7 17.3 18.6 84 4.2

MON 30 22 21.4 90 NIL

TUENSANG 23 18 19.4 89 2.1

MKG 26.4 19 18.2 73 NIL

PHEK 26.2 18.4 19.4 86 26.4

KIPHIRE 25 20 21 96 8

SECHÜ ZUBZA 28 19.5 21.9 75 NIL

LONGLENG 17.2 14 11.6 70 NIL

TSEMINYU 27.4 21 21.8 85 2

JALUKIE 24 20 20.5 91 NIL

MANGKOLEMBA 30.2 24.2 26. 80 NIL

*Dew Point (DP) *Relative Humidity (RH) * Rainfall (RF)

Source: Department of Soil & Water Conservation, Nagaland 

their efforts to achieve the 
vision and to work unceas-
ingly towards the welfare of  
the farming community. 

Short speeches were 
also delivered by officers 
from the Secretariat and 
district offices. 

The programme was 
chaired by Joint Director & 
Mission Director (MIDH) 
Dr. R Elithung Lotha while 
vote of  thanks was pro-
posed by Deputy Director 
Jerry Patton. Sentinungba 
enthralled the gathering 
with a special number.

Agriculture department: 
The Department of  Agri-
culture bade adieu to the 
retiring officers and staff  at 
the Directorate conference 
hall on Sep. 28.

During the programme, 
the Director Agriculture 
Helie Rüpre-o expressed 
happiness and congratu-

lated the retiring officers 
and staff  Joint Director 
Nosezole Zao, Joint Direc-
tor S Sosangmar Jamir, Dak 
Runner Thepfulhuyazo, 
and Duftry Neisakuolie 
Kire, for successful comple-
tion of  35 years service in 
the Department. 

He also lauded them for 
their valuable contributions 
at various levels during their 
service tenure.

The service profiles of  
the officers and staff  were 
read out by Additional Di-
rector-1 Imtitemjen L while 
on behalf of the department 
was delivered by Additional 
Director-II N Thungjamo 
Lotha. Farewell song was 
favoured by Directorate 
staff.

The chairman wished 
the retiring officers and staff  
a very happy and prosper-
ous life for the next chapter 
of their life with the family.          

Dimapur, Oct. 4 (EMN): 
The Department of  Hor-
ticulture bade adieu to the 
outgoing Director N Amos 
Ao, on Oct. 4 at the Di-
rectorate of  Horticulture, 
Kohima.

Speaking on behalf  of  
the Directorate staff, Joint 
Director of  Horticulture 
Qhutovi Wotsa, while re-
marking that the year 2017 
was the “year of retirement” 
for the department as many 
high level officers including 
three directors have retired 
in rapid succession, high-
lighted some of the notable 
achievements of the outgo-
ing director, like the suc-
cessful celebration of  the 
department’s silver jubilee 
in the month of  April, the 
successful conduct of  the 
State Level Pineapple Fes-
tival in August and the ap-
proval of  the department’s 
proposal for cadre review 

Dimapur, Oct. 4 (EMN): 
The Governor PB Acharya 
has extended best wishes 
and warm greetings on his 
behalf  and on the behalf  
of the people of the state to 
the President of India Ram 
Nath Kovind, on the occa-
sion of his birthday on Oct. 
1. In a message governor 
said “we value your special 
concern for the people of  
North East which inspires 
us to work harder despite 
being small in number. 
We all pray the Almighty 
give you long and healthy 
life, and lead the Nation to 
reach greater heights in the 
comity of Nations.

Dimapur, Oct. 4 (EMN): 
The Pughoboto Town 
Yo u t h  O r g a n i s a t i o n 
(PTYO) has vehemently 
condemned reported rape 
of  elderly woman by one 
illegal Bangladesh immi-
grant (IBI), Mutibur Rah-
man son of Abdur Rahman 
at Mishilimi village under 
Pughoboto sub division. 

The PTYO in a press re-
lease appealed to the law en-
forcing authority to award 
death penalty to the rapist. 

“Even at our own door 
step our sisters, mothers 
and men folk are not se-
cure. It is high time that all 

Nagas must think seriously 
about this IBIs and chase 
them away from every 
comer of  Naga territory,” 
the press release stated.

The PTYO urged to 
the state government to 
give ex-gratia to the rape 
victim in order to improve 
her health.

Further, the youth or-
ganisation extended its 
fullest support to the SKK 
3-point demand. 

“Let us all join hands 
together to curb this men-
ace of  illegal immigrants 
in our state,” the release 
added.

Dimapur, Oct. 4 (EMN): 
As per the union action 
plan, the Phek Town Cha-
khesang Students’ Union 
with the consent and co-
operation of  all the frontal 
organisation and District 
Administration will con-
tinue to impose ban on 
sale of  cigarettes and other 
tobacco related products to 
minors and students. 

A press release from 
union education secretary, 
Vetsozo Soho, informed 

that non-adherence to the 
order, the union shall take 
stern action against the 
shopkeeper(s) along with 
a fine of  Rs. 5000 as first 
offence and cancellation 
of  trade licence as second 
offence.

Meanwhile, the press 
release also informed that 
the PTCSU in collabora-
tion with Tetseo Coaching 
Institute will be impart-
ing one month intensive 
free coaching for class 10 

students, both regular and 
private candidates. The 
classes will be starting in 
the month of  November 
tentatively. The union in-
formed all the interested 
candidates to submit their 
necessary documents on or 
before Oct. 20.  

Forms will be available 
at Staff  & Shakes, opp. SBI, 
ATM Phek. For more de-
tails one may contact edu-
cation secretary Vetsozo 
Soho at 8974753211.

minute silent prayer was 
also observed. 

VCC Kikr uma and 
mother of  Puro extended 
their gratitude to the union 
for remembering him and 

paying respect to the long 
departed soul. 

President and colleagues 
of  Kikruma Students Un-
ion, Village Council Kikru-
ma, Kikru Town chairman, 

Head GB Kikruma village, 
Kikruma Village Youth 
Organization, Kikru Town 
Youth president and pastor 
Kikruma also attended the 
function.

Dimapur, Oct. 4 (EMN): Additional 
deputy Commissioner of  Police, 
Dimapur, has issued updated crime 
report of  Dimapur. 

On Sep. 19, two miscreants were 
apprehended by the youths of  Ura 
village while entering the village 
with the intention of  stealing cat-
tle. The vehicle Tata Mobile B/No. 
AS01EC3137 along with the two mis-
creants were handed over to the SBN 
PS.  A written FIR from Kelengulie 
Yaotsu VCC, Ura village was also re-
ceived on Sep. 20 against the miscre-
ants. The two accused were identified 
as Rabul Islam (25 yrs) son of  Oabdul 
Lotip of  Niuland, Dimapur, presently 
residing at Naharbari Master colony, 
Dimapur and Maheruddin (40 yrs) 
son of  Haichuddin of  Devoli Pathar 
Morigaon and currently residing at 
Khekiho Village, Dimapur. A case 
has been registered for further inves-
tigation.

On Sep. 20 one person namely 
Tovika Ayemi son of  Ngukhevi of  
Ura village colony, Dimapur was ap-
prehended by Dimapur Police Anti 
Extortion Team (AET) Zone-1 alleg-
edly for collecting taxes from New 
Market area. Several incriminating 
documents/demand slips in the name 

of  NNC (NA)/NSCN (R) FGN were 
seized from his possession. In this 
connection a case has been registered 
and investigation is on.

In connection with West PS C/No. 
122/17 u/s 380/447/448/457/120B 
IPC one person namely Kipunwi 
Domta (31 yrs) son of  Apau Domta 
of  Nzao Tening, Peren, Western col-
ony, Tening, was arrested along with 
the stolen vehicle Swift Desire B/R. 
No. AS01BF3222 by Kangpokpi 
PS personnel, Manipur and handed 
over to the West PS .The vehicle was 
handed over the rightful owner.

On Sep. 28 a written FIR was 
received from Gangjan R/O. Purana 
Bazar, Dimapur stating that his 
daughter name (with held) was raped 
by one person namely Nizhalhou. In 
this connection the accused Nizhal-
hou  Kuotsu (39 yrs) son of  Kodelie 
resident of  Medziphema town was ar-
rested by Women PS. A case has been 
registered for further investigation.

On Sep. 30, Dimapur police, Mo-
bile-98 party while performing duty 
at DMC tool tax area, Burma Camp 
apprehended two youths on illegal 
possession of  an arm and ammuni-
tion. One 7.65 mm Pistol along with 
magazine loaded with 05 nos. of  live 

rounds were recovered from their pos-
session of  Biswajit Mech (34 yrs) son 
of  Kamleshwar Mech of  Kushiabill 
village, Dimapur and Imugha Yeptho 
son of   Khigho Yeptho resident of  
Purana Bazar-B, Dimapur. A case has 
been registered at East PS for further 
investigation.

On the same day one person 
namely Wilson Rochill, son of  Khe-
hoi Rochill of   Industrial village, 
Dimapur was arrested by Dimapur 
police, Anti Vehicle Theft Squad 
(AVTS ) in connection with a written 
FIR at East PS by one Ningsagwaba 
relating to bike snatching case.

Dimapur Police Anti Extortion 
Team (AET) ZONE-1 on Oct. 2 
intercepted one Gypsy bearing regis-
tration No. NL10-9964 and recovered 
100 (hundred) Kg. of  suspected ganja 
from Tenyiphe-1 village, Dimapur. 
Two persons identified as Mosa 
Movi (26 yrs), son of   Shoru Movi 
of   Zhavama, Pfutsero, resident of  
Forest colony, Kohima and Tsamulie 
Yim, son of  Khantsumong Yim of  
Shamator Tuensang and a resident of  
Kohima were arrested for transport-
ing the contraband. Accordingly a 
case has been registered Vide CMD 
PS for further investigation.

ner., Dimapur.
The speakers for camp were Principal 

Kihoto Theological College Wongtokiu 
and YBBA Youth Secretary Lakiumong.

During the camp topics such as “ victo-
rious youth in Christ, the unchanging truth 
in a changing world, be an agent of god’s 
kingdom, fulfil his plan in your life, youth 
an instrument of god and you are created 
with a purpose”.

Three special workshop sessions were 
also organised with Dr. Imtisangla (PT) 
on various career prospects; Manager 
Bandhan Bank Tochimong Yimchunger on 
finance literacy and Dr. Tsukiumong (PT) 
on physical health. 

The organiser extended appreciation to 
Yimchungru Baptist Church Dimapur, Life 
Spring Corner management, parents and all 
those involved for the success of the camp.

Kohima, Oct. 4 (EMN): 
In respect of  late Vechikho 
Puro, former Games & 
Sports secretary of  Cha-
khesang Students Union 
(CSU) who was shot dead 
on Oct. 3, 2007 at AG 
colony, Kohima, the CSU 
observed black day on Oct. 
3 at RD block Kikruma.

In a short programme, 
CSU president Dode Na-
kro expressed solidarity to 
the family members and 
also saluted its former of-
ficial for the good service 
rendered to the union and 
the community in general. 
He also the gathering to 
continue to do good and 
give their best services for 
the society.

The CSU team and 
Kikruma Students’ Union 
(KSU) team paid hom-
age by laying wreaths. A 

Dimapur, Oct. 4 (EMN): Yimchungru 
Baptist Church Dimapur (YBCD) Youth 
department organised a youth camp under 
the theme “A victorious youth in Christ” 
from Sep. 30 to Oct. 3 at Life Spring Cor-
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Meyipokyim Aier, APCCF, along with forest officials and students during wildlife week programme in 
Kohima on October 4.

Additonal Director of Family Welfare, Dr. Tia Jamir, speaking at the sensi sa on workshop on “Intensified Mission Indradhanush” on October 14 at Hotel Vivor, Kohima. (R) The resource person, Rajesh Khartu, speaking 
at the workshop in the CMO’s conference hall, Phek, on October 3.

Minor assaulted for theft

NNC condemns 

M.G.M HIGHER SECONDARY SCHOOL
SEWAK Main Gate, Midland, Dimapur-797112 Nagaland

Phone: 231892 & 248009,Reg. No. PP / 5046

Visit: - www.mgmhrsecschool.webs.com          E-mail:   mgmdimapur@gmail.com

Admission forms for School and Hostel will be issued during o�ce hours (8:00 a.m. 
to 1:00 p.m.) from October 5th to 31st for 2018 session.(Nursery to class 5 only).

 *   Hostel Admission is given only to M.G.M students
 *   Boys from Class 1 to 5, 
 *   Girls from Class 1 to 12.

NB: Students having tattoo marks are not eligible for admission
DP-194

Dimapur, Oct. 4 (EMN): 
Nagaland is all set to 
launch ‘Intensified Mis-
sion Indradhanush (IMI) 
beginning from October 
8. The mission is aimed at 
providing vaccines against 
preventable diseases to 
children below 2 years and 
pregnant women.

The mission is also 
aimed at preventing com-
municable preventable 
diseases such as diphthe-
ria, tuberculosis, whoop-
ing cough, tetanus, polio, 
measles and hepatitis-B 
from focus group of zero 
to 2 years and pregnant 
women.

In this connection, 
a one day sensitisation 
workshop on “Intensified 
Mission Indradhanush” 
was organised by National 
Health Mission Nagaland 
and supported by UNICEF 
on October 4 at Hotel Vi-
vor, Kohima.

Delivering the keynote 
address, Additional Direc-
tor of  Family Welfare, Dr. 
Tia Jamir has urged all the 
media and stakeholders of  
the mission to play a piv-
otal role in sensitising and 
creating awareness in both 
urban and rural areas with 
special emphasis on rural 
and remote areas. He men-
tioned that Nagaland is far 
lacking behind others in all 
parameters when it comes 
to health related immuni-

zation programmes due to 
lack of  awareness.

Mentioning on the im-
portance and necessity of  
immunisation, he asked all 
the NGOs and churches to 
come forward and work 
hand in hand with the de-
partment as they alone can-
not fulfil the aims and ob-
jectives with a 90% target 
to be achieved by Decem-
ber 2018. He also said that 
all the eleven districts in 
the State have been placed 
under non-performing dis-
tricts under Intensified Mis-
sion Indradhanush which 
was launched in 2015.

In the technical session, 
a power point presentation 
on overview of immuni-
sation status in respect of  
Nagaland and Intensified 
Mission Indradhanush; ob-
jectives and strategies were 
presented by Dr. Pairson 
and Dr. Sheila respectively.

Dr. Longri from 
UNICEF made a power 
point presentation on role 
of  different stakeholders in 
Intensified Mission Indrad-
hanush.

SIO Nagaland, Dr. 
Visasieu Kire delivered the 
welcome address, while 
the vote of  thanks was pro-
posed by SPO, NAM, Dr. 
Thangoilam. 

In a similar programme, 
Mokokchung District Task 
Force Committee has held 
a meeting in the office 

chamber of  Deputy Com-
missioner, Mokokchung, 
on October 4 to discuss the 
forthcoming health pro-
gramme. Intensified Mis-
sion Indradhanush (IMI) in 
Mokokchung district will 
also commence from Oc-
tober 9 in 40 selected areas 
to prevent communicable 
preventable diseases such 
as diphtheria, tuberculosis, 
whooping cough, tetanus, 
polio, measles and hepati-
tis-B from focus group of  
zero to 2 years and preg-
nant women.

During this period, the 
health workers will be de-
ployed in all the selected 
areas and administer vac-
cines such as BCG, DPT, 
Pentavalent, TT, IPV, JE, 
Measles, bOPV and Hep-B. 

In yet another pro-
gramme, Kohima District 
Task Force held a meeting 
in the DC’s office chamber, 
Kohima, under the chair-
manship of  Deputy Com-
missioner, Rajesh Sounda-
rarajan, on October 3. The 
meeting was represented 
by officials from Educa-
tion Department, Social 
Welfare Department and 
Rotary Club.

During the meeting, 
Dr. Shiela Longkumer, 
SMO (WHO), highlighted 
the objectives of  Mission 
Indradhanush to vaccinate 
all children due for immu-
nisation with special focus 

on children upto 2 years of  
age and pregnant women. 
She mentioned that the 
core aim is to achieve full 
immunisation coverage 
beyond 90% by December 
2018 with special focus 
on urban slum areas. She 
also stressed on the need 
to engage all relevant de-
partments to speed up the 
programme.

Dr. Avile Zao, DIO Ko-
hima, supplemented that 
the immunisation drive will 
consist of  4 rounds over a 
period of 4 months starting 
on October 8. Altogether 
47 session sites and 2 mo-
bile teams will be set up in 
selected areas across the 
district.

Rajesh Soundarara-
jan, in his closing remark, 
stressed the need to involve 
village councils to create 

awareness at the village lev-
el and informed the allied 
departments present at the 
meeting to provide cooper-
ation to the health workers 
in their respective areas.

A district workshop on 
Intensified Mission Indrad-
hanush (IMI) for medical 
officers and frontline work-
ers was also held on Octo-
ber 3 at the Chief  Medial 
Officer’s conference hall, 
Phek.

Dr. Kolhitso Khalo, 
District Immunization Of-
ficer (DIO), Phek, spoke 
on Intensified Mission In-
dradhanush. According to 
him, Intensified Mission 
Indradhanush is a special 
immunisation drive to pro-
vide immunisation service 
to the hard to reach areas 
and villages without health 
units. It aims at providing 

vaccines against prevent-
able diseases to children 
below 2 years and pregnant 
women. 

Rajesh Khartu, Project 
Officer UNDP, spoke on 
preparation of detailed mi-
cro plan, monitoring and 
supervision, recording and 
reporting during IMI for ef-
fective implementation.

Dr. Yelo T Mero spoke 
on ‘Adverse effect follow-
ing immunisation,’ while 
the District Community 
Mobiliser, Azeno Mere, 
spoke on ‘Boosting rou-
tine immunisation demand 
generation (BRIDGE)’ to 
improve communication 
skills between the health 
workers and the commu-
nity.

Altogether 33 par-
ticipants attended the pro-
gramme.

Dimapur, Oct. 4 (EMN): 
Forest Department, Ko-
hima division, in collabo-
ration with Silviculture 
division, has organised a 
special ‘Wildlife Week’ for 
students on October 4 on 
the theme “Securing the 
future, start young” at the 
Forest Office complex’s 
conference hall, Kohima. 

Rongsenlemla Imchen, 
DFO Kohima, moderated 
the programme which was 
attended by forest depart-
ment officials and students 
from three schools namely 
Minister Hill Baptist Higher 
Secondary School (MH-
BHSS), Fernwood Higher 
Secondary School, and Stel-

la Higher Secondary School. 
The programme began 

with an invocation said by 
Ghokuto, LDA. Meyipoky-
im Aier, APCCF (Territorial) 
shared his experience with 
the students, while Dr. Kenei 
Miachieo, CF (STC), inter-
acted with the students and 
encouraged them to work 
towards conserving wildlife. 

A power point presen-
tation on wildlife found 
in Nagaland was made 
by Khelen Singh, WPO, 
and Megdeline, Biologist, 
sensitised the students on 
conservation efforts un-
dertaken at the Tragopan 
Breeding Centre Kohima.  

Essay writing competi-

tion on the topic “Role of  
students in conservation 
and protection of  wildlife 
and forests” was conducted 
where students of  the three 
schools participated in 
which Thejavineo, a Class 
IX (C) student of  MH-
BHSS was declared winner, 
while Telewe-u, a Class X 
(A) student of  MHBHSS, 
and Kelengunuo, a Class 
IX (A) student of  Fern-
wood School were declared 
second and third winners 
respectively.

Lhinghoikim Touthang, 
DCF Silviculture Division, 
conducted the quiz compe-
tition and also proposed the 
vote of  thanks. 

Our Correspondent
Wokha, Oct. 4 (EMN): One 
minor boy from Wokha was 
rushed to a hospital in Kohi-
ma under critical condition 
following a fatal fall from a 2 
storeyed building in order to 
avoid assault for an alleged 
theft of mobile phone. 

The incident pertained 
to alleged theft of a mobile 
phone involving Rendemo 
Ngullie (15), a Class IX 
student of Brighter High 
School, Wokha, son of  
Thungbemo Ngullie of  
Old Changsu village, and 
Er. Benrithung Kithan, an 
SDO in the department of  
Irrigation and Flood Con-
trol from the same village. 

It was reported that Er. 
Benrithung Kithan had 
filed an FIR at Wokha po-
lice station Wokha on Oc-
tober 3 pointing accusation 
to the involvement of Ren-
demo Ngullie.

Basing on the FIR, the 
police interrogated the boy 
and was later released find-

ing him innocent.
However, it was report-

edly learned that the boy 
was whisked away by the 
accused and unknown ac-
complices for clarification. 
It probably appeared that 
the boy had fell from the 2 
storeyed building in order 
to avoid the assault. Follow-
ing the fall, the boy suffered 
broken his leg and hand. He 
was rushed to Kohima for 
further treatment.

Meanwhile, the Officer 
in-Charge of Wokha Police 
Station confirmed that the 
alleged accused Er. Benrit-
hung Kithan has been taken 
under its custody following 
an FIR filed by the victim’s 
family members.

The police officer also 
informed that irate public 
gathered at the police sta-
tion and demanded to hand 
over the accused to them. 
Stating that the matter is 
under investigation, he was 
hopeful that the issue will 
be settled soon.

Dimapur, Oct. 4 (EMN): 
Naga National Council 
(NNC) has condemned 
the so called “cross border 
operations” committed by 
the Indian security forces 
against the Nagas on the 
other side of Eastern Na-
galand or Myanmar- occu-
pied Nagaland on various 
pretext.  

While condemning 
the act, NNC president 
Gen (Retired) Thinoselie 
M Keyho stated that the 
mighty India should be 

ashamed of what she is try-
ing to do to the Nagas who 
are not her enemies. 

Stating that the crude 
show of force against the 
Nagas as well as the people 
and Government of Myan-
mar was arrogantly reckless, 
he stated that such action 
will prove to be counter-pro-
ductive. Stating that such ac-
tion will not deter the Nagas 
from defending their sover-
eignty, he reminded India 
of a long term unknown 
consequences.
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Committee formed to manage 
water resources in Northeast 

Handicrafts cluster projects 
prog. organised in Manipur

Act-East policy boosts developmental 
activities —  Sarbananda Sonowal 

Recruitment of 12,000 non-teaching staff 
by Tripura government hangs in balance 

Individual shot 
dead in Manipur

MoS meeting for allocation of funds held in Delhi 

Mizoram CIC held for alleged smuggling 
of decongestant drug to Myanmar 

Eight-day religious programme to be held at Diphu

New Delhi, Oct. 4 (IANS):  The 
government on Wednesday said it 
has set up a committee for proper 
management of  water resources in 
the northeast region, which saw 
floods and massive landslides this 
year claiming at least 100 lives.

The committee will suggest 
policy interventions for optimally 
harnessing the water resources.

It will also chalk out a plan 
of  action for dovetailing of  the 
schemes or  programmes of  
concerned Union Ministries, 

attached offices and autonomous 
bodies as well as the schemes of  
the respective northeastern state 
governments.

Apart from identifying gaps 
in  the exis t ing mechanism, 
the committee will also work 
on its appraisal, said an official 
statement.

According to the government, 
the initiative comes after Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi’s visit to 
Guwahati in August this year to 
review the flood situation and relief  

works in the northeastern states.
The  commit tee  inc ludes 

Secretaries from the Ministry of  
Development of  North Eastern 
Region (DONER), Ministry of  
Water Resources, Departments of  
Border Management, Space, and 
Power, and the National Disaster 
Management Authority.

The Chief  Secretaries of  
all eight northeastern states are 
members of  the committee which 
is chaired by Niti Aayog Vice 
Chairman Rajiv Kumar. 

“The committee would facilitate 
optimising benefits of  appropriate 
water management in the form of  
hydro-electric power, agriculture, 
bio-diversity conservation, reduced 
flood damage erosion, inland water 
transport, forestry, fishery and 
eco-tourism,” said the statement, 
adding that Ministry of  DoNER 
will serve as the coordinating 
agency. 

The committee will submit its 
report, including Plan of  Action, 
by June next year.

Our Correspondent
Imphal, Oct. 4 (EMN): 
A combined programme 
of  10 Handicrafts Cluster 
P r o j e c t s  ( Te c h n i c a l 
Training Programme, 
I n t e g r a t e d  D e s i g n 
Deve lopment  Pro jec t 
and Design Development 
Workshop) was held in 
Imphal on Wednesday.

Textiles, Commerce 
and Industry Minister 
Thongam Biswajit Singh, 
Deputy Chairman S Rajen 
Singh of  Manipur State 
Planning Board, Textiles, 
Commerce & Industry 
P r i n c i p a l  S e c r e t a r y 
P Vaiphei and Director 
Handlooms & Textiles, 
Manipur and Managing 
D i r e c t o r  ( M a n i p u r 
Handlooms & Handicrafts 
Development Corporation 
Ltd. K Lamlee Kamei 
a t t e n d e d  t h e  f o r m a l 
inaugural function of  the 
day’s workshop.

Address ing  on the 
f u n c t i o n  w h i c h  w a s 
attended by a number of  
local artisans, Minister 
Biswajit urged government 
officials to ensure that 
benefits of  all government 
schemes reach the intended 
beneficiaries.

He said handicraft and 
handloom sector helps in 
employment generation in 
the State, however, there 
are certain factors including 
lack of  awareness, capital 
and exposure to new and 
moder n  t echno log ie s 
which are slowing the 
sector down.

Expressing the need 
to properly educate and 
mobilise the artisans in 
order to empower them 
so that they may increase 
their productivity. He said 

the main objective of  the 
training is to achieve socio-
economic empowerment of  
the artisans. The artisans 
should be sincere in their 
work for the scheme to 
succeed, he added.

Biswajit Singh also 
explained the need to 
educate the artisans of  
the various schemes of  
the government for their 
welfare. Explaining the 
need to create awareness 
of  government schemes 
among the public, he said 
it is the responsibility of  the 
government and its officials 
to educate all artisans and 
intended beneficiaries 
about the schemes. He 
further stated that officials 
of  the department should 
ensure that the artisans 
get the full benefits of  the 
training.

Vaiphei said Manipur 
has a very rich handloom 
and handicrafts tradition. 
He said there is a huge 
percentage of  family/
household involvement in 
handloom and handicraft 
sector, particularly in rural 
areas.

S ta t ing  tha t  many 
of  the people involved 
in these sectors do so as 
part of  their tradition, he 
continued because of  the 
fact that these are part of  
our tradition it is extremely 
important for us to promote 
it.

Our handloom is our 
identity, he said adding 
that, it tells about who we 
are before we speak.

He cont inued that 
from a distance people 
can recognise us from our 
dress. He also said that 
when somebody visits our 
homes and villages, the 

handicrafts which are on 
display at our homes and 
villages tell a lot about 
our background, culture, 
history and tradition, which 
is extremely important.

Managing Director 
(Manipur Handlooms & 
Handicrafts Development 
Corporation Ltd. K Lamlee 
Kamei announced a toll free 
helpline No. 18002120403 
of  the department through 
which anyone can make 
e n q u i r i e s  r e g a r d i n g 
Handloom and Handicrafts 
Delivery Scheme).

O n e  s h o t  d e a d : 
Unident i f ied  gunmen 
shot dead one person in 
Manipur’s Imphal West 
district on Wednesday. 
A c c o r d i n g  t o  p o l i c e 
sources, the dead body 
was recovered from a 
place located in between 
Heirangoithong Bridge 
to Manipur University 
c a m p u s  r o u t e  u n d e r 
Singjamei police station. 
The incident was reported 
around 8am.The body bore 
3 bullet marks. On hearing 
the news, a team of  police 
accompanied by senior 
officers rushed to the spot 
and evacuated the body to 
RIMS hospital mortuary 
for autopsy. Meanwhile 
repor ts available here 
identified the deceased 
as one Lal Babu Singh 
(50) who has been doing 
fermented fish business in 
Imphal since the last 10 
years and presently staying 
at Mantripukhuri near 
Imphal. The reason behind 
the day;s incident is yet 
to be established. A case 
has also been registered at 
Singjamei police station 
to  take  up  necessar y 
investigations,sources said.

Guwahati,  Oct.  4 (PTI):  
The Prime Minister’s Act 
East policy has given impetus 
to developmental activities of  
the state and the north eastern 
region, Assam Chief  Minister 
Sarbananda Sonowal today said.

“Act East policy has given 
impetus to development of  the 
region and the state government is 
striving for rapid industrialisation 
for generating employment 
opportunities,” the chief minister 
said while inaugurating several 
schemes at  Tingkhong in 
Dibrugarh district.

The state government was 
working towards modernisation 

of  the tea industry as this had 
been a mainstay of  Assam’s 
economy.

“The interest of  small tea 
growers would be safeguarded 
and the government would 
provide land pattas to them along 
with financial assistance of  Rs 
5,000 per bigha of tea cultivation 
to first time small tea growers,” he 
said. The chief minister said that 
all MLAs of the state government 
were making sincere efforts to 
develop their constituencies and 
he urged the people to cooperate 
with the government to ensure 
high growth in Assam.

He also urged the people to 

take benefit of the Chief Minister’s 
Free Diagnostic Services that 
would provide 17 free diagnostic 
services at the primary health 
centres, 37 at community health 
centres and 55 diagnostic ervices 
at district hospitals.

He also said that 80 Mobile 
Medical Unit (MMU) vehicles 
in tea garden areas of  the state 
would uplift the healthcare 
facilities for the tea community.

T h e  c h i e f  m i n i s t e r 
inaugurated multi-purpose 
schemes under 16 different heads 
for Tingkhang at a total cost of Rs 
273.66 crore to ensure all round 
development in the area. 

Agartala/New Delhi, Oct. 4 (IANS): 
The Tripura government was on Wednesday 
put in an awkward position after the 
Supreme Court postponed hearing of  a 
petition challenging the state government’s 
recruitment of  12,000 non-teaching 
personnel until October 24.

A division bench of the Supreme Court, 
comprising Justices Adarsh Kumar Goel 
and Uday Umesh Lalit, on Wednesday 
postponed the hearing of  the contempt 
petition filed by a Tripura youth to October 
24.

The Supreme Court in an order on March 
29 had upheld a state High Court verdict 
terminating the jobs of 10,323 government 
teachers citing some irregularities.

The Tripura government in May 
announced it would recruit 12,000 non-
teaching staff in the education department 
ostensibly to “accommodate” the 10,323 
teachers facing the axe after December 31 
due to the Supreme Court verdict.

An unemployed youth from Tripura 
filed a contempt petition before the Supreme 
Court alleging that the state government had 
violated the order of the apex court by trying 
to re-designate the posts of sacked teachers 
as well as by taking the process to appoint 
12,000 non-teaching employees to bypass the 
apex court’s order.

Wednesday’s ruling has hit the Tripura 

government’s move to recruit the 12,000 
non-teaching personnel.

“As the matter is sub-judice, we are unable 
to give offer to recruit 12,000 non-teaching 
staffs under the education department until 
the case is settled by the apex court,” Director 
of Secondary Education Department Uttam 
Kumar Chakma told IANS.

Education Minister Tapan Chakraborty 
told the media that “After the contempt 
petition (filed by the youth) and the Supreme 
Court’s notice, we had filed an affidavit 
detailing the reason behind the recruitment 
of  12,000 non-teaching staff. But the 
Supreme Court insisted on a fresh affidavit 
and stayed issuance of any appointment till 
October 24,” the Minister said.

He said as per the Supreme Court’s 
order, the state government will not issue any 
offer of appointment till October 24 and the 
state government would file a fresh affidavit 
explaining the basis for appointment of non-
teaching staff and why teaching experience 
for these posts is necessary and wait for final 
order of the court.

The Minister had said: “The 10,323 
government teachers who are to lose jobs 
after December 31 due to the apex court 
verdict could be eligible for the newly-created 
12,000 posts.”

The newly created non-teaching posts 
include Academic Counsellor (1,200 posts), 

Student Counsellor (3,400), School Library 
Assistant (1,500), Hostel Warden (300) and 
School Assistant (5,600).

The Minister said the applicants for the 
post of Academic Counsellor must hold a 
Post Graduate degree, while for the posts 
of  Student Counsellor, School Library 
Assistant, Hostel Warden, candidates must 
be at least Graduate, while for the remaining 
posts the qualification would be secondary 
and higher secondary degree.

Chakraborty said the newly-created 
12,000 posts would not fall under the 
purview of  Right to Education (RTE) 
Act and the National Council for Teacher 
Education (NCTE) guidelines as these are 
not teaching posts.

The Tripura government had earlier 
appealed to the Central government for 
relaxation in the norms of  RTE Act for 
recruiting teachers in order to fill up the posts 
of teachers -- an issue that is turning into a 
political hot potato ahead of the Assembly 
elections early next year.

“We had sought one-time relaxation 
in qualifying marks and exemption of  
professional qualification with the MHRD 
(Ministry of Human Resource Development) 
for recruiting teachers, but the Ministry 
rejected our request,” Chakraborty added.

The state also faces a dearth of eligible 
candidates to fill up 15,436 teachers’ posts.

Our Correspondent 
Diphu, Oct.4 (EMN):  An 
eight day religious programme 
‘Shrimad Bhagwat Saptah Katha 
Path Gyan Yogna’ to propagate 
the Hindu sanathan discipline 
will start from 6 to 13th Oct. at 
Laxmi Narayan mandir (Marwari 
Vivah bhawan), informed by 
general secretary, Bhagwat Seva 
Samiti, Dhruba Rimal in a press 

conference held at Marwari Vivah 
Bhawan, today.

Rimal said that it is for 
the first time to host ‘Shrimad 
Bhagwat Saptah Katha Path 
Gyan Yogna’ in Diphu. It is 
an eight day religious event to 
educate the people about the 
teachings of  Hindu Sanathan 
religion. There will be teaching 
of verses of Bhagwat Gita, prayer 

and sermon.
It is also informed that  it will 

be a big religious gathering and 
for organising the whole eight 
day event CEM, KAAC Tuliram 
Roughing has willingly agreed to 
sponsored the whole event. 

The whole team of  KAAC 
elected members of  executive 
members and MACs are involved 
in it. 

Imphal, Oct. 4 (IANS): After a long lull, 
a non-local man aged about 50 years was 
found shot dead near Manipur University 
campus near here on Wednesday, police 
said.

The victim had been blindfolded and 
his hands tied before four shots were fired 
at his chest from close range. “He must 
have died on the spot,” a police officer said. 

The body was taken to the Regional 
Institute of Medical Sciences, Imphal. The 
victim has not been identified.

Police said the man must have been 
abducted and interrogated elsewhere and 
brought near the university to be killed. 

Chief  Minister N. Biren Singh 
denounced the murder.

“In the past such killings were the order 
of the day. However, the gunmen backed 
out when all sections of people objected,” 
he said.  “Manipuri students and workers 
are in all states and in case of  reprisals 
many persons will be at the receiving end,” 
he warned. Opposition leader Okram Ibobi 
Singh said: “Some daily wage earners and 
migrants may be killed in Manipur. In case 
of retaliation, many brilliant students and 
experts in many fields (elsewhere in the 
country) will be victimised.” 

No group has claimed responsibility 
for the killing.

Our Correspondent
Diphu, Oct. 4 (EMN): Review 
meeting of  Memorandum of  
Settlement (MoS) was held in 
New Delhi which focused on 
enhancement of  fund allocation 
to Karbi Anglong Autonomous 
Council (KAAC) under article 
275(1), sixth schedule amendment 
bill, 2014 and construction of  
hostel-cum-bhavan in New Delhi.

MoS was signed between the 
disbanded extremist outfit United 
People’s Democratic Solidarity 
(UPDS), Government of  India 
and the government of Assam on 

November 25, 2011 that brought 
an end to the extremist violence 
in the district of  Karbi Anglong 
in Assam.  

According to sources meeting 
on MoS ended with a positive note 
to clear the deck for constituting 
of  Karbi Anglong Autonomous 
Territorial Council (KAATC). 
The MoS provided for the 
delimitation of existing Member 
of Autonomous Council (MAC) 
seats from 24 to 44 elected MAC 
seats.

As part of the MoS the DDA 
has already allotted land measuring 

1100 sq m at Dwarka [plot no.11] 
for construction of  bhavan. The 
fund for the construction will be 
provided by the Home ministry 
and may be taken up anytime soon 
by KAAC.

MoS signatories and former 
U P D S  l e a d e r s  K a n g j a n g 
Terang and Surya Rongphar 
and agreement facilitator Elwin 
Teron were present. On behalf  
of  KAAC, principal secretary 
Jayashree Daulagophu, deputy 
secretary Nirupama Timungpi 
and secretary Si-im Taro were 
present.

Aizawl, Oct. 4 (PTI):  Mizoram’s 
former Chief  Information 
Commissioner (CIC) Robert 
Hrangdawla was today arrested for 
allegedly trafficking decongestant 
dr ug  Pseudoe phedr ine  to 
M ya n m a r,  d i s t r i c t  c o u r t 
sources said. The retired Indian 
Administrative Service (IAS) 
officer was arrested by the State 
Health Department’s Food and 

Drugs Administration (FDA) 
officials and produced before the 
court of the Aizawl District and 
Sessions Judge Lucy Lalrinthari, 
who remanded Hrangdawla to 
judicial custody.

FDA officials seized 10 lakh 
medicine tablets suspected to be 
Pseudoephedrine on February 22 
this year at the Lengpui Airport 
near Aizawl meant for R and R 

Medicare, owned by Hrangdawla.
He was booked under the 

Drugs and Cosmetics Act, 1940, 
the officials said, adding that such 
suspicious consignment had been 
going through the Lengpui airport 
several times.

FDA Joint Director Lalsawma 
said that the accused was arrested 
as he did not maintain records on 
how he disposed the drugs.

MIRROR CROSSWORD 1614SUD0KU 1454
Every Sudoku has a unique solution that can be 
reached logically. Enter numbers into the blank spac-
es so that each row, column and 3x3 box contains 
the numbers 1 to 9.

SOLUTIONS TO CROSSWORD 1613

ACROSS
1. Bleat
4. Restaurant or bar bill
7. In a fright
12. Aged
13. Ar ficial language
14. Followers of Gaea
15. Vacate
17. Civil Rights group
18. Can
19. ___ Lanka
21. One and only
22. Whale ship captain
24. Arc c explorers, abbr.
25. Compartments
26. A way to change color
27. __ de, seats you
29. Based on or told of in 
tradi onal stories

31. A salt or ester of hydriodic 
acid

35. Loved
37. A waterproof raincoat 
made of rubberized fabric

38. Beehive
41. __ student, learns healing
42. Alexander __, former 
secretary of State

43. Unit of food energy
44. Possessed
45. Clothespin
46. Get up
48. A woman who dances in a 
chorus line

52. Goddesses
53. Reverence
54. Neither
55. Samoyedic
56. John __, English statesman 

(1584-1643)
57. Travel one unit east and 

one unit north 
DOWN
1. Scarf

2. A close-sleeved linen 
liturgical vestment

3. Determined
4. Neat
5. Flurry
6. A dwarfed ornamental 

tree or shrub grown in a 
tray or shallow pot

7. God of fire (Hindu)
8. Supervises flying
9. Tie again
10. Scratchy 
11. Measuring instruments

16. Apprehend
20. Tied once more
22. Cash dispenser
23. Mown grass
24. Washington city
25. A place for sleeping
27. Used in combina on
28. Perch
30. Come to pass
32. A way to experience
33. Thai 
34. Cardiograph
36. Baggage a endant

38. Propor onality
39. Tibeto-Burman language
40. Elect
42. Third person as object 

(female)
44. Rudolph __, war criminal
45. Literature
47. Drunk
49. Route, abbr.
50. Toff
51. Bulky grayish-brown 

eagle
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‘Adverse impact on manufacturing, 
may delay investment revival’

MLA Jacob Zhimomi along with Executive Engineer of PWD (R&B), Dimapur division, and others inspecting 
the washed away Balijan Bridge on October 2.

Dr. Kire and others during the inauguration of the school building of GPS CWSN Lerie, Kohima, on October 4.

Rajnish Kumar

Rajnish Kumar is new SBI Chairman

MLA urges to expedite road and bridge reconstruction

Market gives thumbs-up to 
RBI rate status quo, closes up

Legislator inaugurates GPS building

NPF central affirms support to Shurhozelie

RBI ON GST

Industrial production grew a meagre 1.2% in July from 4.5% a year ago, as 
manufacturing sector, especially capital goods, put up a dismal performance.

New Delhi,  Oct. 4 (PTI): The 
implementation of  GST had an 
adverse impact on manufacturing 
and may delay investment revival, 
the Reserve Bank said on Wednes-
day while hoping that there will be 
simplification of  the new indirect 
tax regime to the ease business 
process.

In its fourth bi-monthly mon-
etary policy review of  2017-18, the 
RBI forecast economic growth to 
slow to 6.7% in the current fiscal, 
from 7.3% projected earlier.

It said that the “teething prob-
lems” linked to the Goods and 
Services Tax (GST) and bandwidth 

constraints may get resolved “rela-
tively soon,” allowing growth to 
accelerate in the second half.

“The implementation of  the 
GST so far also appears to have 
had an adverse impact, rendering 
prospects for the manufacturing 
sector uncertain in the short term. 
This may further delay the revival 
of  investment activity, which is 
already hampered by stressed bal-
ance sheets of  banks and corpo-
rates,” the RBI said.

Industrial production grew a 
meagre 1.2% in July from 4.5% a 
year ago, as manufacturing sector, 
especially capital goods, put up a 

dismal performance.
Growth of  the manufacturing 

sector, which makes up 77.6% of  
the industrial production measur-
ing index, decelerated sharply to 
0.1% in July compared to 5.3% in 
the same period of  2016.

Rolled out from July 1, the 
GST has unified over a dozen lo-
cal taxes including excise, service 
tax and VAT, and has transformed 
India into a single market for seam-
less flow of  goods and services.

The government has collected 
nearly Rs1.9 lakh crore as GST in 
the first two months of  roll out. 
However, small businesses and 

exporters have been complaining 
against the stricter compliance 
requirements.

Under the GST every regis-
tered business will have to file 
monthly returns online. Those 
businesses opting for composition 
scheme has the option to file quar-
terly returns.

The RBI also recommended 
that among other things the gov-
ernment should enhance ease 
of  doing business, including by 
further simplification of  the GST, 
in order to support growth and 
achieve a faster closure of  the 
output gap.

Dimapur, Oct. 4 (EMN): 
Member of  Nagaland Leg-
islative Assembly, Jacob 
Z h i m o m i ,  h a s  u r ge d 
the government and the 
department(s) concerned to 
expedite the works and en-
sure timely completion of  
the two bridges and roads, 
which is a lifeline to entire 
Niuland sub-division and 
beyond such as Ralan area 
in Wokha district.

Zhimomi said this dur-
ing his second inspections 
to the collapsed Balijan 
Bridge and Chathe Bridge 
as well as Seithekiema-New 
Showuba and Seithekeima-
Old Showuba roads on Oc-
tober 2. He had interacted 
with the area elders and 
commuters and took stock 
of  the immense difficul-
ties faced by thousands of  
people due to deplorable 
condition of  the said roads 
and washing away of  two 
important bridges.

It was his second visit to 
the affected area in the less 

Mumbai, Oct. 4 (IANS): 
A post-graduate in Physics-
turned professional banker, 
Rajnish Kumar was on 
Wednesday named the 
new Chairman of  the State 
Bank of  India (SBI).

Kumar, currently one 
of  the Managing Directors 
in the National Banking 
Group of  the SBI, will 
succeed Arundhati Bhat-
tacharya, whose extended 
term ends on Friday.

“It is indeed an honour 
to be entrusted with the 
leadership of  SBI at a time 
when India is best poised 
for growth,” Kumar said on 
his new responsibility.

Appointed for a three-
year term, Kumar said he 
looked forward to serving 
the bank to the best of  his 
abilities along with the sup-
port of  all his colleagues.

A sports aficionado 
with a background in Sci-
ence, Kumar joined the SBI 
as a probationary officer 
in 1980.

He was elevated as one 
of  the four MDs of  SBI on 

NAME CHANGE 
I, RITU D (OLD NAME) 
SHOULD BE KNOWN 
AS RITU JAIN (NEW 

NAME) BY AFFIDAVIT 
NO.963/2017, 

DT: 25/07/2017.
D-4698

CHANGE OF NAME 
Old Name: L HOLUTO SEMA 

New Name: LUZUKHU 
HOLUTO AYEMI
Vide A�davit No: 

2672/2017
Date: 04/09/2017

D-4699

CHANGE OF NAME 
Old Name: LUZUKHU SEMA 

New Name: LUZUKHU 
AYEMI

Vide A�davit No: 
2673/2017

Date: 04/09/2017
D-4700

F. No. NRCM(S)393/2017 Date: 04.10.2017

e-Procurement Tender Notice

I/c Administrative O�cer
For and on behalf of the Director

The Director, ICAR-NRC on Mithun, Medziphema, 
Nagaland invites online bid under two bids system 
through e-procurement from the registered/well 
established/reputed �rms for hiring of vehicle on 
Annual Rate Contract basis. The e-tender forms, 
details terms and conditions and instruction to the 
bidders can be downloaded from www.nrcmithun.res.
in or https://eprocure.gov.in. Online bids complete in 
all aspects should be submitted online only through 
_CPP portal https://eprocure.gov.in/eprocure/app on or 
before 2:30 P.M. of 06.11.2017.

DG-676

LAND FOR SALE
Teichemia Kuda Krotho 
(Union) 8(Eight) Pura, 
with Teak Plantation, 
one half kilometer 
away from Polytechnic 
University (Setekema 
Area)
Phone No: 
9436064778/ 
9856717723 D-4701

GOVERNMENT OF NAGALAND
OFFICE OF THE DEPUTY COMMISSIONER

WOKHA: NAGALAND
Dated Wokha the 26th Sept. 2017

No.Judl-47/2016-17/  /Whereas, Shri. Ademo 
son of Late Smti. Nzanbeni, a permanent resident 
of Wokha Town has applied for issue of Succession 
Certi�cate to enable him to draw all due and bene�ts 
from the Govt. pertaining to PPO No. PEN/COM/8709/
NL/F/4578 and to operate AC No. 11766532091 in 
favour of his deceased mother Late Smti. Nzanbeni 
who expired on11/03/2017.

Now, therefore, public and relatives are hereby 
asked to �le claims/objections if any, within 30 
(thirty) days from the date of this notice. No claims/
objections will be entertained after the cut o� date 
and succession certi�cate shall be issued.

Sd/-
Hotolu Swu

Addl. Deputy Commissioner
Wokha, Nagaland

NOTICE

DP-195

DAVP 21284/11/0016/1718 DAVP 21284/11/0017/1718

May 26, 2015 and has been 
handling retail banking and 
the latest initiatives in pay-
ments and digital banking.

Earlier, he was the MD 
and CEO of  SBI Capital 
Markets Ltd, the merchant 
banking arm of  the SBI 
Group, and has rich ex-
perience in handling large 
credit, project finance, re-
tail banking and FOREX.

Over the years, Kumar 

handled several key assign-
ments across various busi-
ness verticals including to 
foreign postings in Canada 
and as the Regional Head, 
SBI, United Kingdom.

Besides, he has held 
other major responsibilities 
like Chief  General Man-
ager North East Circle and 
as CGM, Project Finance, 
and as MD, Risk & Com-
pliance.

M u m b a i ,  O c t .  4 
(PTI):Stocks ended in posi-
tive territory today after 
the Reserve Bank decided 
to hold rates, underpinned 
by gains in banking, re-
alty and auto shares, amid 
continuous capital inflows 
by domestic institutional 
investors.

A strengthening rupee, 
which hit 65.03 against 
the dollar during the day, 
pepped up mood.

The BSE Sensex ended 
up 174.33 points, or 0.55 
per cent, at 31,671.71. The 
gauge had gained 337.57 
points in the previous three 
sessions.

The NSE Nifty fol-
lowed suit and regained 
the key 9,900-mark to hit 
a high of  9,938.30 before 
closing up 55.40 points, or 
0.56%, at 9,914.90.

The RBI in its fourth 
bi-monthly review of  the 
current fiscal kept the repo 
rate unchanged at 6 per 
cent. The reverse repo has 
been kept at 5.75%.

Traders said the RBI’s 
decision to keep key the in-
terest rate unchanged was 
largely in line with investor 
expectations.

Investor sentiment got 
a boost after eight core sec-

tors grew to a five-month 
high of  4.9% in August, 
helped by robust perform-
ance of  coal, natural gas 
and electricity.

DoT for review of spectrum caps for telcos
New Delhi, Oct 4 (PTI): The Telecom 
Department has approached the sector 
regulator TRAI on review of existing 
spectrum caps - 50 per cent within a 
band and 25 per cent overall across all 
bands - applicable on the operators.

The department’s letter to Telecom 
Regulatory Authority of India (TRAI) 
in this regard follows the recommen-
dations made by the inter-ministerial 
group (IMG) tasked with examining 
financial stress in telecom sector.

Any easing of  spectrum limit 
within a band by TRAI may come as 
a relief  to Idea Cellular and Vodafone 
which are in the process of merging.

“In light of the IMG report, TRAI 
is requested to provide views on 
whether existing applicable band-wise 
spectrum cap of  50 per cent of  total 

spectrum assigned in a band for a LSA 
(Licensed Service Area) and and over-
all cap of 25 per cent of total spectrum 
assigned in LSA across bands, should 
continue or needs review,” said the 
letter, seen by PTI.

It asked TRAI to provide views on 
the new band-wise and overall spec-
trum caps, in case of a review.

It also mentions that IMG, in its 
report, had stated that Idea, Vodafone 
and Reliance Communications had 
requested for removing the spectrum 
caps, while Airtel had represented 
against it.

IMG noted that the matter “merits 
examination and inputs from regula-
tor” and accordingly, the telecom de-
partment has decided to consult TRAI 
on the issue of spectrum limit.

As per the current rules, operators 
in each access area are not allowed 
to exceed the cap of  25 per cent of  
total radiowaves assigned in 700, 800, 
900, 1800, 2100, 2300 and 2500 Mhz 
bands, and 50 per cent within a specific 
band.

In case of  a merger and acquisi-
tion, if  merged entity exceeds the 
stipulated limits it has to surrender the 
excess spectrum within one year.

Relaxation in spectrum limit with-
in a band, if  it happens, may come 
as a relief  to merging entities Idea 
Cellular and Vodafone, as some ana-
lysts have warned that the combined 
holding could breach spectrum caps 
in 900 Mhz band across 5 telecom 
circles - Maharashtra, Gujarat, Kerala, 
Haryana and UP West.

arrangement for Balijan 
Bridge has been earmarked 
under disaster manage-
ment. Jacob also witnessed 
the ongoing work for the 
temporary bridge.

On visiting the Chathe 
Bridge, Jacob was informed 
that the works for construc-
tion of  bridge was expected 
to complete by June 2018.

Expressing hope that 
the government and the 
concerned department 
would put best effort to re-
store the road connectivity 
at the earliest time possible, 
the MLA appealed to the 
public to be patient and 
cooperate with the depart-
ment and the contractors 
concerned for restoration 
of  the roads and bridges.

Vitoho Zhimomi, presi-
dent of  NPF 4 Ghaspani-I 
A/C; Mughavi Swu, presi-
dent of  NPF Niuland unit; 
and officials of  Niuland 
Area Citizens’ Forum were 
among others who accom-
panied the MLA. 

Dimapur, Oct. 4 (EMN): The Central 
Office Bearers (COB) of  the Naga 
People’s Front (NPF), in its meeting on 
October 4 at Central Office, Kohima, 
has reaffirmed its unflinching support 
to the leadership of its president, Dr. 
Shürhozelie Liezietsu.

The COB has also endorsed the 
president to summon the meeting of  
the Central Executive Council (CEC) 
to deliberate as well as to fix the date 

and venue for the upcoming General 
Convention of the NPF.

The COB, while reiterating its sup-
port to the ongoing peace process vis-
à-vis political talks between the NSCN 
(IM) and the Government of  India 
(GOI), appreciated the GOI for extend-
ing invitation to the Working Group of  
the NNPGs for political negotiation. 

A joint press release issued by vice 
president and convenor Pusazo Luruo, 

spokesperson and member secretary 
Achumbemo Kikon, and secretary 
and member S Akang stated that it has 
been the unwavering stand of the NPF 
for an inclusive solution involving of all 
stakeholders so as to bring permanent 
peace. COB further appealed to the 
NSCN (K) to renounce violence and 
come back to the negotiating table with 
the GOI which is the ardent desire of  
the Naga people.

Kohima, Oct. 4 (EMN): 
Minister of  Roads & Bridg-
es Dr. Neikiesalie Kire to-

day inaugurated the school 
building of  GPS, CWSN 
Lerie, in Kohima.

Speaking on the occa-
sion, Dr. Kire called upon 
the teachers to be more 

than ten days after holding 
meeting with the elders of  
Niuland sub-division. 

Executive Engineer 
PWD (R&B), Dimapur 
division, Er. Hukheto, who 

accompanied the MLA, 
briefed Jacob that a fund 
for temporary/alternate 

dedicated and give best 
education to children. He 
also stressed on the need to 
expose the talents of  stu-
dents by organising extra 
curriculum activities.

Kohima DEO, Kevin-
gulie Kuotsu, highlighted 
on the activities of  SSA. 
He said SSA has extended 
fund for construction of the 
school building and other 
basic facility worth Rs 27 
lakhs, adding the commu-
nity had contributed Rs 6 
lakhs plus and materials.

T h e  f u n c t i o n  wa s 
chaired by Lilavati Ke-
vini, while SMC chairman 
Dr. Ilang proposed vote of  
thanks.
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Lokayukta to 
Nagaland’s rescue

N
agaland still has to wait for some more time till its 
own version of  the Lokayukta Bill is enacted in 
the state. The select committee of  the Nagaland 
Lokayukta Bill 2015 moved for the extension of  

its tenure during the recent Assembly session and was granted 
another 6 months for the committee to present its report. Na-
galand is one of  the 9 states in India that is yet to enact the 
Lok Ayukta Bill. With the current scenario where the public 
has lost its trust in the government machinery it is pertinent 
that the ruling government pass the bill to gain back the trust 
of  the electorates.

As pointed out by the Governor, with the rise in scams and 
illegal rackets in the state, it has only increased the need to en-
act the Lokayukta Bill at the earliest. The constitution of  the 
Lokayukta/Lokpal is not a recent concept and it was mooted 
in the Parliament by the Administrative Reforms Commis-
sion headed by Moraji Desai way back in 1966. Even though 
the centre could pass the Lokpal and Lokayuktas Act only in 
2013, many states in India had already enacted Lokayukta bill 
before that, starting with Maharashtra in 1971.

The compulsory declaration of  assets and liabilities by 
public servants is highly required in Nagaland at present. It 
is one of  the important sections of  the Lokayukta Act. It will 
be one of  the first steps in placing a legal deterrent to control 
the rampant corruption and accumulation of  illegal proceeds 
from public fund. When it comes to utilisation of  money 
meant for public there should not be any special cases for any 
state including Nagaland. Complete accountability of  public 
servants without any dilution of  the Act has to be maintained.

The opportunity to earn some quick money from the pub-
lic funds is the reason for the mad rush among public servants 
and job seekers alike to be placed at the most lucrative de-
partments. The uneven and disproportionate accumulation of  
wealth is mostly attributable to corruption existing in the state 
and one major factor that is rapidly creating a clear divide 
in the socio-economic classes with a big noticeable wide gap 
between the haves and the have nots. It proliferates a condi-
tion where the crafty benefit instead of  the hardworking and 
sincere public servants. It again leads to frustration and de-
motivation among the once sincere lot who slowly become 
susceptible to and takes the bait of  corruption.

The Naga ethos on equality is slowly being disturbed and 
the counter product is rearing its ugly head on the other hand 
where everyone wants to be with the “in-crowd”. A discon-
tented population is one of  the hardest to govern anywhere 
in the world. The present government should hasten to enact 
the Lokayukta bill at the earliest before it faces the electorates 
in 2018.

Tim Buckley | IANS

READERS’ MIRROR VIEWS & REVIEWS

As world energy markets transform at an un-
precedented rate, India is at the forefront of  
the shift towards profitable renewables given 
that the countrys solar belt has the potential 

of  749 GW for power generation. As shown by a new 
IEEFA (Institute for Energy Economics and Financial 
Analysis) analysis, accelerating this trend will allow 
India avoid the costly mistakes made by slow-moving, 
late-learning European utilities, which have wasted bil-
lions on stranded coal and other thermal power assets.

In Europe, the rise of  cheap renewable energy 
has pulled down wholesale electricity prices, causing 
financial pain for utilities that have delayed their tran-
sition from fossil fuels to renewables. Over the 2010-
2016 period, European utilities have made $150 billion 
in asset write-downs. Investors from Goldman Sachs 
and UBS have been warning for years that coal has 
reached retirement age and that solar will become the 
“default technology of  the future”.

Similar trends have been apparent now for some 
time in China and India, where drives to install both 
thermal and renewable capacity concurrently have 
seen coal-fired power station utilisation rates drop to 
record lows of  47 per cent and 57 per cent respectively 
in 2016. This is despite electricity demand growing in 
these countries.

To illustrate further, the giant, 63 percent state-
owned power company, NTPC, provides 25 per cent 
of  India’s electricity supply and as such plays a criti-
cal role in the country’s economic activity. Historically 
dependent on coal-fired electricity generation, India’s 
power sector is moving in a starkly new direction. The 
Indian energy ministry is driving this trend, pushing 
the nation toward energy efficiency and renewable en-
ergy targets that are highly ambitious but in IEEFA’s 

view, entirely achievable. 
The government has set a target of  175 GW of  

renewable energy by 2022, including 100 GW of so-
lar and 60 GW of wind. India’s draft Third National 
Electricity Plan (NEP3) for the next two five-year pe-
riods, to 2027, unambiguously concludes that beyond 
the half-built plants already under construction, India 
does not require any new coal-fired power stations. 
The 50 GW of coal power currently under construc-
tion nationally will operate at just 50-55 per cent ca-
pacity. Where these proposed new plants don’t replace 
old coal, they will essentially become stranded assets 
operating largely as reserve capacity. NTPC has 15 
GW of coal-fired capacity in development but plans to 
retire 11 GW of older capacity.

Despite its history as a fundamentally coal-based 
power generation utility, NTPC is now rapidly rolling 
out in-house, utility-scale solar projects and it is sign-
ing power purchase agreements for solar power from 
private solar operators at record low, deflationary 
electricity tariffs absent subsidies. It is even beginning 
an entry into the electric vehicle sector by setting up 
charging stations. NTPC has committed to contribut-
ing 10 GW of solar capacity to the overall 100 GW 
government national target, making the company a 
cornerstone facilitator of  India’s national electricity 
transformation.

Loss-making European utilities are now looking 
to India for new, safe investment opportunities given 
the impressive renewable energy drive. One of  the big-
gest European power companies, the French utility 
Engie, which lost a total of  some $40 billion during 
2010-2016 on fossil fuels and nuclear holdings, intends 
to invest $1 billion in Indian solar over the next five 
years whilst also considering wind power. Engie is 
also reported to be one of  the parties interested in the 
purchase of  Singapore-based Equis Energy’s Indian 

renewable energy portfolio.
Engie investors, like Indian officials, see that the 

transition from polluting to low carbon technology is 
where smart money is heading. Thus, Engie is under-
going a transformation plan, which includes a target 
that low carbon activities aiming to represent more 
than 90 per cent of  earnings by 2018.

Engie and Italian utility ENEL are also amongst 
the international investors heading into South African 
renewables. The country has been running a renew-
able energy procurement programme that is interna-
tionally regarded as well-designed and successful. So 
far 2.2 GW of renewable capacity has been completed, 
attracting over $14 billion of  investment.

But South African utility Eskom continues to fail 
to appreciate the future role of  renewable energy as it 
continues with expensive giant new coal plants, Me-
dupi and Kusile, even though electricity demand is fall-
ing. Eskom now has more than 5 GW of excess coal 
capacity even before most units of  its new plants are 
operational. 

South Africa, like India, is in transition. A key 
difference between the two nations is that electric-
ity demand growth has stalled in South Africa which 
means any renewables growth immediately eats away 
at coal’s generation profile as in Europe. In India, con-
tinued demand growth can help NTPC avoid the huge 
losses in its existing coal fleet if  that demand growth is 
increasingly supplied by renewables going forward. If  
you look at the evidence, there is only one safe bet to 
make billions and avoid European-style losses. 

(Tim Buckley, Director of  Energy Finance Studies at 

equities research analyst in Australia, and he has covered 

As a Konyak youth I would 
like to share some points, 
not in favour nor against any 
particular political party/ 

group or individuals but for the interest of  
our community. I myself was present there 
on 29th -09-17 to celebrate our festival at 
the Local ground Mon Town, was very 
excited seeing our Chief Minister followed 
by the Home minister of Nagaland 
followed by some elected members of  
Nagaland Legislative Assembly.

With keen interest, I have waited 
with great expectations to hear from 
our Honourable Home Minister of  
Nagaland, hoping he would motivate 
a youth like me and all our people 

present there to celebrate the festival, 
encouraging us to uphold our customs 
and traditions, paving a way out to love 
and not to forget our traditions to the 
younger generations at that auspicious 
moment during our festival.

But, With due respect to our 
Honourable Home Minister, The 
speech he delivered has made me feel 
like I was attending some political 
rally or election campaign, which has 
completely twisted the minds and 
approach of the general people present 
there to celebrate the festival. For the 
people were there to celebrate Loa-Ong 
Mo, not to choose their political party 
or group nor to select their candidates 

for the upcoming election.
And to get it clear for bereaved 

family of our MLA Lt. Kiyanilie Peseyie 
and the NPF Mon Div.(Dr.Shurozielie) 
that Y. Patton has Not mentioned the 
name of Lt .Kiyanilie Peseyie in his 
speech. I assume the NPF Mon.Div 
(Shurhuzielie) were offended by the 
words mentioning the figure of MLA’s 
48-12 and “ out of (twelve)12 one died 
and only eleven remained”. Opine that 
the Mon Div NPF have referred “one 
died” to implicitly mention Lt.Kianilie.

In the interest of the grieving family 
members who appealed to all parties 
to refrain from raking up the issue any 
further, and to consider that the Lao-ong 

Mo is a recurring festival of the konyak 
community henceforth to kindly let us 
observe our festival without any delusion.

Therefore as a genuine konyak 
urging all the end to kindly find the 
solution as the wise and the great 
leaders of the state and the political 
parties as expected from you, and not to 
take the name of the Konyak Loa-Ong 
Mo festival as bait or for the benefits of  
any political parties and groups. And, 
regardless of parties political leaders 
should stop the practice of using the 
platforms of such traditional festivals 
for their political interest.

Amos Konyak
Medical Colony Mon Town

How long will we tolerate them, 
their acts, their domination and 
their in-flow? How long??? The 
discussion and debate for the 

negativity of harbouring Illegal Bangladeshi 
Immigrants(IBIs) have had enough by us. All the 
social sites like Facebook, WhatsApp etc. are trending 
with this topic but with zero action.

Taking advantage of our laziness and ignorance, 
those IBIs have started even to molest, harass and 
beat the locals fearlessly in open space. Not only 
domination of Economy but they are also on the verge 
of competing political race with the local candidates, 
sooner or later. It is a well known fact that if  given a 
chance for involvement in an active politics, which 
they are doing under the wings of MINORITY 
WING, we will then have no guts to deport them 
because the political bosses will shelter them internally 
for their political gain and there will be no one to raise 
a voice against the bosses because Nagas are scared to 
speak against Elite people.

It is time, the right time for all the like minded 
Nagas to focus on the issue. We need strategy for 
long process/run and not only for now. People 
need deliberation to sweep those illegal immigrants 
immediately from our land. We should take break 
from all other issues and invest our time, energy and 
resources to solve the problem before it is too late. If  
we can’t free ourselves from them, there will be no 
meaning of us protecting our rights today.

Why do we take on Tripura or Bodoland or others 
when our own state is already burning? The recent 
developments in our state developed by IBIs where 
an Angami family was beaten up in Chumukedima, 
raising a green flag in Dimapur, rape of our sister in 
Pughoboto and I’m sure there will be many unreported 
news which are all alarming signals. But are we still 
going to remain silent and be observers of their actions 
and only condemn on social networks and press media 
and sell ourselves to the outsiders or to be truthful  to 
the society for our generation and start working to save 
our land and our rights? The choice lies with you and 
me.

Today, they may have raised Green Flag with 
an excuse that it’s a part of their festival or so but 
tomorrow they may raise Black & White flag to revolt 
against us for speaking against them. Therefore, it 
is now or never, we must start acting rather than 
preaching. Remember, everyday their population 
is increasing drastically due to our selfishness, ego, 
ignorance and greediness.

All the shops are filled with non nagas, they are 
taxi drivers, auto rides mainly by non locals, Rickshaw 
is only being operated by them. So what is left for us 
now? Just imagine how many Taxis, Autos, Rickshaws 

and shops are available in Nagaland? Almost all are 
controlled by them.

Therefore, now it is time for us to be truthful for 
the sake of our land and generation. Let us answer the 
following points with utmost honesty.

1. To Government of Nagaland: What steps /
measures the government has taken up to control the 
influx of IBIs in Nagaland? Are the laws of the land 
implemented strictly?

2. To District Administration: Do you feel satisfied 
to accept Rs. 50-200 from IBIs to issue the document 
which is indirectly selling off Nagaland? Where is your 
love and concern for our land? Can’t you see these IBIs 
raping, torturing, harassing your own brothers, sisters, 
fathers and relatives with the documents you have 
signed?

3. To Naga Politicians: What is your take?: 
Political Power or Naga Future? Today you might be 
sheltering the IBIs for your vote bank but do remember 
that you are watering the poisonous plant. You may 
feel satisfied for 5 years when you are in chair but you 
never know what beholds you after 5 years. If  you 
are so unlucky and unfortunate then you might not 
only lose your chair but also your children’s future and 
rights. So make the best and wise decision before it is 
too late.

4. To NPGs: Tell the Nagas, how many IBIs are 
sheltering in your camp? How many IBIs are entrusted 
to collect the tax in the name of Naga Nationalism? 
What is the benefit of attaining sovereignty if  we can’t 
protect our land from outsiders. Now, the real threat is 
from the illegal immigrants. So are you in a position 
to speak out against those IBIs and terminate all the 
services of IBIs that are in your faction?

5. To Students and other organizations: How far 
are you prepared to face this challenge? Or, only voicing 
against corruption is the agenda of your organization? 
What are you doing when the outsiders are invading 
our land? Didn’t we preach so much about Art. 371A? 
This is seriously a big shame on our part to preach and 
teach others about our legitimate rights when we can’t 
do anything for exploiting our land, economy and 
culture. So therefore, the need of the hour is to check 
the influx of IBIs in our respective jurisdiction. Let 
us take a break from politics and start working in the 
interest of general public which will have tremendous 
impact in our future because whatever we do today 
will be harvested by us tomorrow.

6. To Naga Parents/Couple: Why different 
yardstick for Naga children? If you can get a Naga 
child for domestic helpers/workers then why not for 

adoption? You keep Naga child as helpers 
whereas you adopt those Miyas as your child. 
This is really a confusion. Please stop adopting 
IBIs but rather adopt those Naga children you 
keep as helpers or workers in your home. This 

will make a big difference.
7. To Taxi/Auto/Rickshaw/shop owners: In 

a very simple way, we have many youths who can 
drive your taxis, autos, rickshaws and look after your 
shops. Teach and educate those local youths if  they 
don’t behave like you wish, instead of complaints after 
complaints. Give locals a chance and SAY NO TO 
IBIs.

This sickness can’t heal in one go but it needs 
collective responsibility. So we need coordination and 
collaboration among us so that we win the war and 
eradicate this disease completely. The other Districts 
and Villages ought to learn from Mokokchung District 
and Jakhama village. It was AKM who first made a 
call to fight the outbreak of IBIs in their district and 
then followed by Jakhama Students union(JSU).

I strongly believe that we need to move together 
because IBIs are migrating within  Nagaland even if  
they are chased out from one place. This has to start 
from grassroot level and the village students body 
should play a vital role. I would like to share how the 
Yachem Students’ Union, Longleng (YSU) handled 
this issue.

The YSU have strong standing rules for the Non 
Locals residing within its jurisdiction. The Union 
execute them very seriously yet sincerely. The rule came 
into being after thorough deliberation and keeping in 
mind the future of the younger generations. All the 
concerned and responsible citizens came forward and 
contributed intellectually for the cause. And having 
said that I feel that we can’t win the battle of IBIs until 
cooperation and coordination lead us because those 
immigrants have already dominated our economy and 
their population seems to increase rapidly day by day 
because of our insincerity and irresponsibility.

When we first started the operation to treat the 
diseases, to our surprise, except two out of more 
than 30 non locals residing at our village engaged in 
different occupation has proper documents. Some 
were even without papers and some couldn’t renew 
on time. So we have given them just two options: to 
renew or obtain proper documents or leave the village 
immediately. As a result of the resolution, now, the 
number in the village has decreased significantly.

If all the village or tribal organizations/unions 
pass such resolutions then it may somehow help us to 
control the rise of illegal immigrants in our land. It is 
now or never. Let’s take a call.

Nokchem Angth
Kohima

India, Emerging Economies Can Attract 
Billions of Dollars For Solar, Wind Power

At the outset, I thank and appreciate the Gov-
ernment of  India for providing funds to develop the 
North East States, and for rigorously trying to bring 
our States at par with the other States of  India under 
the able-leadership of  the North East Region political 
parties.

However, I as a concerned citizen would like to 
state my grieving observation that, while implement-
ing these centrally sponsored development works in the 
region, the contractual works are most often bagged 
by the big national/ multi-national companies pushing 
away the local/ small companies. These big compa-
nies after earmarking their profit; allot sub-contracts 
(under their desired terms and conditions) to different 
small/ local companies, left without any option they 

are obliged to accept the terms imposed. These local 
entrepreneurs though with efficient calibre face these 
constraints because of  the poor economic condition. 
They carry out the works with marginal profit, eventu-
ally compromising the quality of  work done. This is a 
heart -wrenching fact and we are all victims here.

The funds provided by the Central Government 
are intended to develop and uplift the economy of the 
North East States. However, there can be no denial 
that the real profit is amassed by the big companies- 
not only depriving local companies/ entrepreneurs of  
their rightful work opportunities, but even worse, this 
has created an unending vicious cycle of  compromised 
work quality, deteriorated economy, and stagnant un-
der-development.

Therefore, I take this privilege to put forth my ear-
nest concern and make an appeal to our Honorable 
Chief  Ministers of  the North East States, to formulate 
better strategies and appraise the Central Government 
to be more cautious in allotting the work opportunities 
for carrying out development works in the North East 
region.

I am confident that your insightful deliberation 
and conscious decisions will help address this sad real-
ity, and bring about a meaningful change to develop 
our North East State in the true sense.

Kuknalimi.
Tohevi Awomi

An open letter to the Chief Ministers of the North East States

Dismayed Over the Issue that Upraised During the Konyak Loa-Ong Mo 2017

 “Let’s Take a Call”

Our God hovers over us with love.

Betty’s daughter arrived home from an overseas trip, feel-
ing unwell. When her pain became unbearable, Betty and 
her husband took her to the emergency room. The doc-
tors and nurses set to work, and after a few hours one 

of the nurses said to Betty, “She’s going to be okay! We’re going 
to take good care of her and get her healed up.” In that moment, 
Betty felt peace and love flood over her. She realized that while she 
hovered over her daughter anxiously, the Lord is the perfect parent 
who nurtures His children, comforting us in difficult times.

In the book of Deuteronomy, the Lord reminded His people 
how, when they were wandering in the desert, He cared for them 
as a loving parent who hovers over its young. He never left them, 
but was like an eagle “that spreads its wings” to catch its children 
and “carries them aloft” (32:11). He wanted them to remember 
that although they experienced hardship and strife in the desert, 
He didn’t abandon them.

We too may face challenges of many kinds, but we can take 
comfort and courage in this reminder that our God will never leave 
us. When we feel that we are falling, the Lord like an eagle will 
spread His wings to catch us (v. 11) as He brings us peace.
Father God, Your love as a parent is greater than anything I can 

love with others.

Hovering Over Us

BIBLE READ:  DEUTERONOMY 32:7–12  
THOUGHT FOR TODAY:
He shielded him and cared for him . . . like an eagle 

that . . . hovers over its young.             
~  Deuteronomy 32:10–11

DAILY
PATH
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Today’s ASTRO-PREDICTION

ARIES (MAR 21 - APR 19): Your heartstrings 
may not feel particularly strong, and this situation 
isn’t likely to get any better today when you find 
that people are insensitive to your situation. This 

isn’t a good time to rely on others to pick you up. Put on your 
protective armor before you go out the door. The forecast 
calls for pushy moods and hostile attitudes.

TAURUS (APR 20 - MAY 20): The fog has fi-
nally lifted and you’re able to see clearly again. 
Make sure you’re awake and alert, because the 
gun is about to go off and the starting gates are 

about to open. You have the ability to take the lead, es-
pecially when it comes to matters involving love and ro-
mance. Your creativity is strong, and you’ll lead the pack 
almost effortlessly.

GEMINI (MAY 21 - JUN 21): Light a candle 
and make a wish. See the flame as a symbol of  
the transformation and passion within you. Your 
heart may feel restless. The flame flutters as a re-

sult of the passing wind. As the flame dances, you may 
remember the dances that you perform in an attempt to 
draw attention away from an issue that you know you must 
face. The time is now.

CANCER (JUN 22 - JUL 22): This is a cli-
mactic time for you, and you may feel like your 
world is caving in. You may desperately try to 
hold the keystone in place so that the whole 

structure doesn’t fall. Somehow you feel solely responsible 
for holding together everything in your world. Remember 
that partnership means that there is someone else who 
needs to uphold his or her end of the bargain.

LEO (JUL 23 - AUG 22): Your mood should 
turn toward getting things underway. This may 
mean that you need to get certain things out of  
your way, including people. Don’t be afraid to 

take action as necessary in order to get your point across. 
Deeds will speak louder than words. If  you feel like time 
is passing you by, rip up the calendar and enjoy every mo-
ment as it comes.

VIRGO (AUG 23 - SEP 22): You’re on an 
emotional high. You feel like a soaring eagle. 
Your behavior may seem rather primal and ani-
malistic, but this is fine. See where this instinct 

takes you. Raw passion is the fuel that lights your fire. 
Don’t deny this internal flame. Move forward with your 
dreams, especially in love and romance.

LIBRA (SEP 23 - OCT 22): You may be 
asking, “Why me?” in almost every realm 
of  your life today. For some reason it seems 
that everyone but you has exactly what they 

want. Perhaps you’re just being too picky. Your stan-
dards are high, and this is fine. It’s easy to reach small 
goals. You’ve picked the largest mountain to climb. Be 
patient.

SCORPIO (OCT 23 - NOV 21): Draw your 
strength from your sense of  self. There isn’t an-
other person like you, so capitalize on this and 
move forward in the way that only you can. 

There’s a great deal of  bravery in your heart asking you to 
take risks that you may not have considered before. There 
are opportunities just waiting for you and no one else.

SAGITTARIUS (NOV 22 - DEC 21): At first 
you may be taken aback by someone’s aggres-
sive approach to people and situations, but then 
you may see that really, this person has some-

thing important you can learn from. Study this way of  go-
ing about things and realize that you need to adopt more 
of  this assertive manner in order to be successful. This is 
especially true in matters of  love and romance.

CAPRICORN (DEC 22 - JAN 19): Gifts 
of  pleasure could be bestowed upon you 
with little or no effort on your part. Re-
gardless, it may be hard for you to sit still, 

since just about everything seems to be going your 
way, especially in matters of  the heart. Although your 
approach to love is aggressive, it also involves tender-
ness and sensitivity.

AQUARIUS (JAN 20 - FEB 18): You might 
be put off  by other people’s comments. You’ll 
find their behavior rude. You may break from 
your normal good manners and start to lash 

out at people around you. It could be the result of  pent-up 
energy with no positive outlet. Be careful about exhibiting 
the behavior that you abhor in others.

PISCES (FEB 19 - MAR 20): Get things 
started. You have many fantastic ideas. Real-
ly, the hardest thing for you now is to choose 
which one to pursue first. Activities that en-

gage your creativity and sensitivity are most appealing 
now. Give some strength to your heart, which is nor-
mally seen as being tender and overly sensitive. Know 
that you’re brave and go for the gold.

Mourning their chiefs, Hawaiians 
might knock out one or more of their 

front teeth or tattoo their tongues

Japan’s rites of enthronement are 
widely understood as an act of climatic 
communion with the kami (gods)

For the great majority of  
human history, we have been 
governed by sacred kings: 
individuals who claim that 

their right to rule depends not on their 
relationship with the people, but on 
their relationship with the divine. 

If  you want to know what sacred 
kingship might look like in the 
postmodern age, Thailand will give 
you an idea. The monarchy does not 
formally govern the country, which 
has for decades been characterised 
by a parliamentary democracy 
punctuated by military juntas. But 
it undoubtably carries considerable 
political potency. In May 1992, the last 
king, Bhumibol Adulyadej, defused 
a major political confrontation 
between pro-democracy protestors 
and the military by summoning the 
leader of  the military junta, General 
Suchinda Kraprayoon, and his 
opponent Chamlong Srimuang, to 
be humiliated on national television. 
Kraprayoon and Srimuang crawled 
on their knees to King Bhumibol’s 
feet, where, on television before the 
nation, they received a scolding.

For most of  the 20th century, it 
seemed that religion would recede 
from public life to a more private 
realm, or even disappear altogether. 
However, since at least the turn of  
the millennium, wherever we look, 
religion is asserting itself  as a force 
in global politics. This can give the 
impression that little has changed; 
that religion has returned to play the 
same role in the political arena that 
it has always played. But that is not 
so: it is helpful to consider the Thai 
monarchy precisely because it is a 
partial exception to an important rule 
of  the secularisation of  governance. It 
gives us a sense of  what it might look 
like if  the form of sacred kingship that 
dominated most of  human history 
was transported into the 21st century 
and given modern media technologies 
to play with.

In Thailand, the king’s image 
is everywhere, and it is venerated – 
backed up by some of  the strictest 
lèse-majesté laws in the world. 
Perhaps the most sacred ritual of  
the royal calendar concerns the king 
and the jade statue of  the ‘Emerald 
Buddha’, located in the temple of  
that name in the Grand Palace. Three 
times a year, the king changes the 
clothes of  the statue to mark the start 
of  each season and to ensure that its 
protection is extended to the kingdom 
as a whole.

When King Bhumibol died on 13 
October 2016, the mourning extended 
to almost all areas of  life. Some of  
the mourning symbolism connoted 
the experience of  a power ‘blackout’, 
as many turned to wearing black 
(although white is the traditional 
colour of  mourning). Shops switched 
off  florescent signs and turned down 
music; some television channels were 
transmitted in black and white. For 
several weeks, an animation film 
projected against the high-end EM 
District mall displayed the late king 
in the vitality of  his youth. In the 
film, King Bhumibol merged with a 
blinding light. He also walked into dry 
rural landscapes only for his presence 
to transform them into green, and 
then gold, blossoming fields. Mere 
metaphor? Perhaps. But consider the 
fact that Bhumibol means ‘strength 
of  the land’, and that he held 
several patents for ‘royal rainmaking 
technology’ which is designed to 
manipulate the movements and forms 
of  clouds. An ancient idea of  fertility 
and cosmic potency has been rendered 
in modern digital technology.

This is how authority was created 
in the pre-modern world. Chinggis 
Khan did not say: ‘I am the will 
of  the people.’ He said: ‘God has 
made me the sole ruler of  Earth.’ 
Chinese emperors ruled because 
they had the mandate of  Heaven 

(not the mandate of  their subjects). 
The Safavid rulers of  Iran came to 
power as Sufi saints claiming to be the 
embodiment of  divine truth and the 
incarnation of  Muhammad’s son-in-
law, Ali. Buddhist kings claimed to be 
bodhisattvas, iterations of  the Buddha 
himself. For European monarchs too, 
such as Charles I of  England, the 
fundamental justification for their 
authority lay in the ‘divine right of  
kings’.

Like modern political leaders, 
sacred kings claimed to bring their 
people great benefits: peace, order, 
prosperity. But their right to rule 
devolved from the divine; it did not 
rest on the will of  the people. In 
many cases, sacred kings claimed to 
bring benefits not only through wise 
policies, but more directly through 
their unique access to supernatural 
forces. Quite independently of  each 
other, different societies from Ancient 
Egypt to 18th-century Tonga arrived 
at the understanding that kings were 
essentially a means of  regulating the 
powers of  the cosmos for their benefit. 
This idea lay behind the urge to render 
them godlike by effacing their human 
and mortal nature and surrounding 
them with taboo and ceremony. Thus 
were they pushed up into the world of  
the gods in order to conduct business 
with them.

Sir James Frazer and A M Hocart, 
two of  the founding fathers of  
anthropology, believed that kingship 
formed as a means of  mediation with 
supernatural forces. It was, in this 
view, a ritual device that only later 
acquired political functions. 
This does not work as a general 
origin story of  kingship, but 
it still conveys a significant 
insight. It turns upside down 
the Marxian notion that has 
become a kind of  common 
sense, whereby the religious 
aura around kings was so much 
mystification designed to stop their 
subjects noticing their oppression. 
Undoubtedly, ambitious rulers did 
utilise religion in order to legitimise 
their authority; indeed, hard-headed 
rulers expended remarkable amounts 
of  time and energy on establishing 
their religious credentials. But kings 
were also turned into sacred and 
magical objects by the hopes and 
projections of  their subjects.

Some anthropologists have found 
evidence from parts of  Africa that 
ritual efficacy could come before 
political efficacy. In Southern Sudan, 
for example, rainmaker specialists 
could become chiefs and kings – but 
this came with a worrying rider: that 
they might be punished and killed if  
they did not come up with the goods. 
There are clues that they tried to 
acquire actual coercive power – via 
firearms, for example – in order to 
protect themselves from the anger 
of  their disappointed subjects. In the 
1850s, a Bari king was beleaguered 
during a famine, for ‘despite his spells 
the rain did not come’: he faced down 
his angry subjects with a rifle. (When 
the drought came again for the third 
time, a French traveller in the 1860s 
was told: ‘We slit Nyiggilo’s stomach 
open and threw him into the river: he 
will no longer make fun of  us.’)

Are such figures best described 
as kings, or rather as sorcerers, 
priests, fetishes? The ambiguity here 
is revealing. In fact, the association 
between kings and the control of  
the elements is widespread. In 17th-
century Siam (Thailand), for example, 
one of  the very few occasions in 
which the king was presented to the 
people outside the palace was for the 
‘speeding of  the outflow’ ceremony 
at the end of  the monsoon period, 
in which he rode out on a barge and 
tapped the floodwaters with a fan to 
make them recede. In this way, the 
rice harvest would be secured.

Otherwise, the king of  Siam 
was installed deep in his palace. 
He ate alone, like so many kings 

worldwide. As French missionaries 
and ambassadors discovered when 
they reached the court of  King Narai 
in the 1680s, touching the king was 
deeply taboo. He could not receive 
anything by hand: it had to be taken 
draped under a parasol by the king’s 
pages, who would then give them to 
a higher rank of  pages, who would in 
turn present it to the king in a golden 
bowl only at the end of  a long handle, 
which they somehow held up while 
lying on the ground. Even pointing at 
anything he used would result in the 
mutilation of  the finger. Any audience 
with the king involved lying prostrate, 
still and silent on the floor while the 
king appeared from a high window. 
The king spoke a special courtly 
language based on Khmer. No one 
was allowed to speak his name. The 
French might have thought they were 
quite used to royal pomp, coming as 
they did from the Versailles of  the Sun 
King Louis XIV. But they had seen 
nothing like this. The missionaries 
began to realise that converting such 
a godlike being would not be quite so 
straightforward.

Such restrictions detached the 
king from the world of  humanity, and 
placed him as an intimate of  the gods. 
Worldwide, kings could be thought 
of  as the descendants of  gods, as 
their vessels, their hosts, their sons, 
brothers, and lovers. When Narai 
was consecrated, one of  his titles was 
‘Manifestation of  the Eleven Dreaded 
Ones’, which signifies the Brahmanic 
gods who had come together to be 
reborn in him.

Much of  the ritual of  kingship 
in Siam was inherited from the 
neighbouring Khmer kingdom, 
famous today for the huge temple 
complexes of  Angkor created as a 
microcosm of the heavens on Earth. 
At the end of  the 13th century, a 
Chinese ambassador stayed in Angkor 
for more than a year and wrote an 
account of  it. He reported the story 
that every night the king ascended 
the steep steps of  Phimeanakas, 
the state temple in the shape of  a 
mountain in the middle of  Angkor 
Thom, in order to couple with a naga 
(a nine-headed snake spirit) in the 
shape of  a woman. The prosperity 
of  the country depended on it. Some 
scholars discount this as rumour, but 
it is surely more intriguing as such – 
giving us a clue as to what kingship 
really signified in the popular 
imagination – and it echoes the 
origin myth of  the Khmer as a union 
between powerful foreigners and 
indigenous, watery, serpentine spirits. 
Much of  the symbolism shaping the 
sacred architecture of  Angkor speaks 
of  the king’s ability to harness the 
flow of water for the benefit of  his 
subjects – both on a practical and a 
cosmic-supernatural level.

It is because of  their cosmic 
responsibilities that kings presided 
over cults of  human sacrifice in 
states as far apart as the Aztecs, the 
Dahomey in West Africa, or Hawaii. 
They were dispatching to the gods 
the most precious prize of  all, in the 
hope that the gods would reciprocate 
by showering their blessings, allowing 
the crops to grow, the Sun to keep 
arriving each morning, and victory in 
the next battle.

Because the king lay at the 
centre not just of  the political sphere 
but of  the biological, social and 
cosmic worlds, his death presented 
a potentially bewildering rupture in 
the structures of  life. Mourning their 
chiefs, Hawaiians might knock out 
one or more of  their front teeth or 
tattoo their tongues, amid a general 
suspension of  ‘tabus’ or sacred 
regulations. The missionary William 

Ellis reported in 1832 from the island 
of  Maui that it was the custom that 
‘as soon as the chief  had expired … 
the people ran to and fro without their 
clothes, appearing and acting more 
like demons than human beings; 
every vice was practised, and almost 
every species of  crime perpetrated.’

The monotheistic traditions, 
however, placed certain obstacles 
in the way of  explicitly treating the 

king himself  as divine. ‘My 
kingdom,’ Christ pointed 
out to Pontius Pilate, ‘is not 
of  this world.’ Rather than 
as divine beings, Christian 
kings ruled by divine right. 
Nevertheless, the urge to push 
monarchy in the direction 

of  divinity still found expression, 
as in the rite of  consecration which 
involved anointment by holy water. 
The kings of  England and France 
supposedly possessed the power to 
cure scrofula, a skin disease, through 
their ‘royal touch’. Much of  the time, 
it was popular appetite, more than 
monarchical desire, that lay behind 
this practice. On assuming the throne 
of  England and Ireland, James I was 
unwilling to perform the cure. ‘The 
age of  miracles is past, and God 
alone can work them,’ he explained. 
But James then bowed to popular 
will, becoming an enthusiastic 
thaumaturge and laying his hands on 
thousands of  scrofulitic sores every 
year.

When it came to sacralising the 
king, Islam showed more flexibility 
than Christianity. The 16th-century 
Akbar was the greatest of  the 
Mughal kings, known for his feats of  
empire-building, centralisation and 
rationalised government. But he was 
no less determined to emphasise the 
sacredness of  his being. Capitalising 
on the fact that his reign 
coincided with the marking of  
1,000 years since Muhammad’s 
death, Akbar made himself  
the mujaddid or ‘renewer’ of  
Islam as it entered its second 
millennium. Drawing on 
Sufi discipleship and ancient Persian 
themes, Akbar also developed a new 
‘divine religion’ in which his elite 
vassals venerated him as a Sun-like 
being. His disciples saluted each other 
with ‘Allahu Akbar’: ‘God is great’ to 
be sure, but also ‘Akbar is God.’ No 
surprise then that he was also credited 
with the ability to work miracles and 
heal the sick.

Where are the sacred kings today? 
The rise of  the West in the 19th 
century, and its continuing political 
and economic domination in the 
20th, constituted a powerful force in 
favour of  more secular political rulers. 
The way of  the West seemed to be the 
route to modern prosperity.

Following the mid 20th-century 
retreat of  Western colonialism, the 

newly independent post-colonial 
societies did not turn back to systems 
of  sacred kingship. As late as 1857, 
the symbolic resonance of  the Mughal 
emperor in Delhi had allowed it to 
become the focal point of  the great 
rebellion of  that year against British 
rule. By 1947, the idea was almost 
unthinkable.

The world had changed too 
much. Decolonisation saw the newly 
independent societies turn to secular 
ideologies of  nationalism, socialism 
and communism.

They tended to embrace the forms, if  
not always the substance, of  democracy. 
Even dictators insisted that they were 
doing the people’s will or safeguarding 
the people’s destiny. Even as they took 
on the charisma and emotional focus 
that had once been the preserve of  the 
sacred kings, they engaged in a kind of  
theatre of  recognising the sovereignty 
of  the people.

China’s system of sacred kingship 
lasted for more than two millennia. 
As late as 1899, the emperor of  China 
could still confess that his sinfulness 
must be the cause of  a drought. But 
after many decades of  humiliating 
interference by Western powers, the 
1911 republican revolution consigned 
sacred kingship to the dustbin of  
Chinese history. A new republican 
movement was born, followed by 
communism.

All of  this is what makes 
Thailand, and to a lesser extent the 
Japanese Chrysanthemum Throne, so 
unusual. Although Western models 
of  modernisation influenced both 
countries, Thailand and Japan avoided 
direct rule by European colonial 
powers. This helps to explain why 
they have been able, into the present 
day, to retain their sacred monarchies 
as symbols of  national unity.

In Thailand, King Bhumibol 
even revived an ancient ‘Royal 
Ploughing Ceremony’ for the start of  
the rainy season. A ‘ploughing lord’ 
– a substitute for the king himself  – 
is appointed who has sacred bulls 
plough the earth accompanied by 
chanting brahmins. Various signs, 
such as what the bulls decide to eat, 
prophesise the bounty or poverty of  
the harvest. Crowds rush to gather 
the auspicious seeds that have fallen 
to the ground.

In an annual ceremony in the 
imperial palace, Emperor Akihito 
of  Japan also plants rice, an echo of  
his ancient role in providing fertile 
fields for his subjects. Like Thailand, 
Japan escaped colonisation. In the 
Meiji Restoration from 1868, Japan 

undertook an extraordinary project of  
self-modernisation, swiftly adopting 
many elements of  Western society 
and politics. But the emperorship 
was retained and indeed refashioned 
as a bulwark of  Japanese continuity 
and identity. In substance, Japan is 
not an exception to the profoundly 
anachronistic status of  sacred kingship 
in the modern world. The emperor (or 
tenno, ‘heavenly sovereign’) has very 
little real political power. But in form, 
the sacred rites of  the Chrysanthemum 
Throne survive intact; indeed, it 
represents the oldest surviving 
hereditary monarchy in the world.

The rites of  enthronement contain 
elements that go back more than 
1,000 years. The present incumbent, 
Akihito, truly became emperor on the 
night of  22 November 1990 during 
the third and final stage of  the rites of  
enthronement, the privately enacted 
daijosai. He purified himself  with hot 
water, enveloped himself  in a ‘heavenly 
robe of  feathers’ and proceeded to 
two pavilions. In each of  these, he 
offered rice and other foods to his 
ancestor, the Sun goddess Amaterasu, 
before eating them himself. Come 
dawn, he was reborn as the emperor. 
The exact meaning of  this ceremony 
is much debated. One popular theory 
sees it as a rite of  sexual congress 
with his divine ancestor. The rites of  
enthronement are widely understood 
as an act of  climatic communion with 
the kami (gods). Through these rites, 
the blessing of  the gods are made into 
the fertility of  earth, the bounty of  the 
rice fields.

In 1990, the Imperial Household 
was moved to deny that the rite had a 
mystical quality, concerned, no doubt, 
to observe the secular principles of  the 
constitution, which separates religion 
and politics, and in line with Emperor 

Hirohito’s renunciation 
of  the claim to be a living 
god following defeat in the 
Second World War. Despite 
the denial, the symbolism 
of the daijosai still evokes an 
idea that shaped the nature of  

government for most human societies 
throughout most of  history.

The lingering presence of  such 
ideas is striking. But they no longer 
rule the world. Religion obviously 
plays a powerful political role today, 
but this can blind us to recognising 
how profoundly that role has been 
transformed. Successful political 
leaders must claim their legitimacy 
through the language of  demotic 
will, national prowess and material 
progress, not from their innate 
capacities as rainmakers, embodied 
gods or millennial beings. This is 
a relatively recent development in 
human history. Our ideas about what 
political authority is for, where it 
comes from, and how it operates have 
been profoundly secularised.

The Last Sacred Kings
The veneration which surrounds the world’s last sacred kings shows how secular most of 

political life has become

Elephant caretakers pay their respects outside the royal palace to the late King Bhumibol of Thailand who died on 13 October 2016 at the age of 88. 
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NEWS IN BRIEF
Three Indian soldiers injured in 
Pakistani firing 
Jammu, Oct. 4 (IANS): Three Indian soldiers were 
injured on Wednesday in Pakistani shelling and 
firing on the Line of  Control (LoC) in Jammu and 
Kashmir’s Poonch district. Defence Ministry sources 
said here that the three soldiers were from the Naga 
Regiment. They have been shifted to a hospital. The 
Pakistan Army resorted to heavy shelling and firing on 
Wednesday at Degwar, Talwan and Mandiyalan areas, 
using mortars, automatics and small arms. “Our people 
retaliated strongly and effectively,” a Defence Ministry 
official said. Police said no civilian casualty or injury 
was reported. The Poonch authorities have ordered an 
indefinite closure of all schools in these areas.

India, Bhutan discuss bilateral ties
Thimphu, Oct. 4 (IANS): India and Bhutan discussed 
a complete range of  bilateral relations during the 
course of  Foreign Secretary S. Jaishankar’s ongoing 
visit to the Himalayan kingdom, the External Affairs 
Ministry said on Wednesday. Apart from meeting 
his Bhutanese counterpart Dasho Sonam Tshong, 
Jaishankar had an audience with King Jigme Khesar 
Namgyel Wangchuck and former King Jigme Singye 
Wangchuck and also called on Bhutanese Prime 
Minister Lyonchhen Tshering Tobgay, and Foreign 
Minister Lyonpo Damcho Dorji, the ministry said in 
a statement. According to the statement, Jaishankar 
held discussions on the complete range of  bilateral 
relations, including implementation of  the ongoing 
India-assisted projects under Bhutan’s 11th Five-Year 
Plan, priorities of Bhutan for the 12th Five-Year Plan, 
trade and economic ties, hydropower cooperation and 
people-to-people contacts. 

Delhi assembly passes bill to 
regularise 15,000 guest teachers
New Delhi, Oct. 4 (IANS): The Delhi Assembly on 
Wednesday passed a Bill to regularise about 15,000 
guest teachers in government schools in the national 
capital permanent. “Regularisation of services of guest 
teachers and teachers engaged under the ‘Sarva Shiksha 
Abhiyan’ Bill 2017” was introduced in the Assembly 
by Deputy Chief  Minister Manish Sisodia. The Bill, 
which was okayed by the Cabinet last week, will now be 
sent to Lt. Governor Anil Baijal for his approval where 
it is expected to face resistance. On Tuesday, Baijal 
had said that the Bill to regularise guest teachers was 
“beyond the legislative competence” of the Assembly 
and asked Chief Minister Arvind Kejriwal to reconsider 
introduction of the proposed legislation in the house. 
Quoting a Delhi High Court order, he had said that the 
Delhi government has no executive powers in matters 
related to services.

Cabinet report about MoU with 
Switzerland for tilting trains
New Delhi, Oct. 4 (IANS):  The Union Cabinet was on 
Wednesday apprised of a MoU signed with Switzerland 
on technical cooperation in the rail sector, including 
development of tilting trains that tilt on approaching 
a bend. The Memorandum of  Understanding was 
signed between the Railway Ministry and the Federal 
Department of Environment, Transport, Energy and 
Communications of  Switzerland on August 31. An 
official release said the MoU will enable technical 
cooperation in a range of  areas including traction 
propulsion equipment, freight and passenger cars, 
tilting trains, railway electrification equipment, train 
scheduling and operation improvement, railway station 
modernisation, multimodal transport and tunnelling 
technology. The Ministry has signed MoUs for technical 
cooperation in the rail sector with various foreign 
governments and these provide a platform to interact 
and share the latest developments and knowledge in 
the sector. 

RTI plea for information about 
appointment of CAG, EC refused
Lucknow, Oct. 4 (IANS):  The central government 
has refused to divulge information on appointment 
to various important posts like the Comptroller and 
Auditor General (CAG), Chief  Economic Advisor 
and Election Commissioner, sought under the Right 
to Information Act, activist Nutan Thakur said on 
Wednesday. Lucknow-based RTI activist Thakur 
had sought details on appointments of former Home 
Secretary Rajiv Mehrishi as CAG, Sunil Arora as 
Election Commissioner, Arvind Subramanian as Chief  
Economic Advisor and Rajiv Gauba as Union Home 
Secretary. The Cabinet Secretariat has, however, refused 
to provide the information citing Section 8(1)(i) of the 
RTI Act as the reason, which excludes Cabinet papers 
from the RTI Act. Contesting this, Thakur told IANS 
that the refusal by the government to give information 
on this issue was “absolutely incorrect because matters 
in which decision have been taken cannot be excluded 
under Section 8(1)(i) of the RTI Act”.

BBC expands in India with four 
more regional languages
New Delhi, Oct. 4 (IANS):  In its largest expansion 
drive since the 1940s, the British Broadcasting Corp 
(BBC) has launched four news services in India in 
Marathi, Gujarati, Punjabi and Telugu languages. The 
new services are available online and on social media, 
with a Telugu TV bulletin, BBC Prapancham, starting 
on Wednesday, the news provider said in a statement. 
BBC News already broadcasts to 28 million people 
in India in Bengali, Hindi, Tamil, Urdu and English. 
Director of  BBC World Services group, Francesca 
Unsworth, told reporters on Wednesday that the Indian 
operation has become the biggest outside the UK. “Our 
values will remain the same with the new channels, 
which is to inform, educate and entertain... We do not 
want to be restricted to Delhi-centric, capital-based 
reporting and will bring out the stories of rural India,” 
she said. 

Goa may ban bull trawling, LED 
fishing — minister
Panaji, Oct. 4 (IANS): The state government may 
amend existing fisheries laws to permanently ban bull 
trawling and LED fishing, Fisheries Minister Vinod 
Palienkar said on Wednesday. Fishermen in Goa 
have been demanding a ban on fishing with the help 
of LED lights, which attracts entire swarms of fish to 
its powerful glow underwater. Marine scientists have 
suggested the practice abets indiscriminate fishing, 
which would eventually lead to a fish famine in the 
waters off  Goa. Bull trawling, according to experts, 
is another indiscriminate practice, frowned upon by 
traditional fishermen, because it involves two trawlers 
fishing with a common net virtually dredging all fish in 
their path from the water surface to the bed.

India, France discuss 
strengthening 
defence, security ties

Stop wasting time, address issue 
of employment — Rahul to PM 

Honeypreet sent on six-day police remand 

Kill 100 terrorists for my father’s 
death — martyr’s daughter

Madras HC continues stay 
in MLA disqualification 

Farmer attempts to spray toxic 
pesticide on minister, nabbed

Delhi facing unhealthy living due to illegal buildings —HC told

New Delhi, Oct. 4 (IANS):  India and 
France on Wednesday discussed strengthen-
ing ties in all areas, including defence and 
security, when Philippe Etienne, Diplomatic 
Advisor to French President Emanuel Ma-
cron, called on Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi here.

“Etienne briefed the Prime Minister on 
the strengthening ties between India and 
France in all sectors, including in the areas of  
defence and security,” the Prime Minister’s 
Office (PMO) said in a statement.

Indo-French ties have received a boost 
in the last two years with high-level engage-
ments and expansion of the already strong 
cooperation.

Modi has made two bilateral visits to 
France since assuming office -- in April 2015 
and again in June this year when he met the 
newly elected Macron.

He also visited Paris in November 
2015 for the Conference of  Parties (CoP) 
climate summit during which he and then 
French President Francois Hollande jointly 
launched the India-initiated International 
Solar Alliance.

Defence cooperation between the two 
countries have been growing within the 
framework of  structured talks under the 
Indo-French Defence Cooperation Agree-
ment.In September last year, India signed 
a deal to purchase 36 Rafale jets in fly-away 
condition.

Like India, France has also been a victim 
of multiple terrorist attacks.

“The Prime Minister said that defence 
and security are two important pillars of the 
India-France Strategic Partnership, and ap-
preciated the growing bilateral engagement 
in all sectors,” the PMO statement said.

“The Prime Minister also said that he 
looks forward to receiving President Macron 
in India at his earliest convenience,” it added.

Earlier in the day, External Affairs Min-
ister Sushma Swaraj also held a meeting 
with Etienne.

“EAM @SushmaSwaraj met Mr. 
Philippe Etienne, Diplomatic Advisor to the 
French President, held discussion on wide 
ranging bilateral issues,” External Affairs 
Ministry spokesperson Raveesh Kumar 
tweeted.

Amethi (UP), Oct. 4 (PTI): Congress 
Vice President Rahul Gandhi today tar-
geted Prime Minister Narendra Modi over 
employment and asked him to address 
the issue instead of “wasting time” of the 
countrymen.

On a visit to his Lok Sabha constitu-
ency Amethi, Rahul said the prime minister 
should say if he is unable to address the prob-
lems like unemployment and the Congress 
will come and do it in six months.

“Farmers and youth are the two main 
issues concerning India and if Modiji can-
not address these, he should say so and the 
Congress will come and do it in six months,” 
he said at a ‘chaupal’ (village gathering) in 
Kathawra village under Jagdispur area here 
in Uttar Pradesh.“Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi needs to stop wasting time of the coun-
trymen and start giving employment to the 
youth as promised,” said the Congress leader 
soon after his arrival here this afternoon on 
a three-day visit.

“The youth of  the country feel they 
are not getting opportunity to work for the 
nation...their anger is increasing and...the 
farmers are committing suicide,” he said.

Charging the BJP with ignoring schemes 
like food park and others projects meant for 
the development of Amethi, he said, “It is 
unfortunate that the BJP has harmed the 
interest of people of Amethi...this is wrong. 

Their (BJP’s) thinking is like this only...but I 
will fight for you all.”

Referring to schemes such as Make in 
India and Start up campaigns, Rahul said 
these will have no meaning if there is no talk 
about ‘Make in Amethi’ and ‘Make in UP’.

On the second day of  his tour, Rahul 
will meet people at Munshiganj guest house 
here and later address party workers at 
Mohanganj and also address a conference 
of partymen. On Friday, he will meet party 
workers at Bhuamau in Rae Bareli Lok Sab-
ha constituency of his mother Sonia Gandhi 
before returning to Delhi.

Panchkula (Haryana), 
Oct. 4 (IANS): Jailed Dera 
sect chief  Gurmeet Ram 
Rahim Singh’s close aide 
Honeypreet Insan was on 
Wednesday sent to six days 
police remand by a court in 
Panchkula.

The Haryana Police had 
sought 14 days police re-
mand.

Earlier in the day, Hon-
eypreet was produced in the 
court here, a day after her 
arrest in adjoining Punjab.

Court sources said that 
Honeypreet was in tears 
before the court and pleaded 
with folded hands that she 
was innocent.

The prosecution sought 
police remand for Hon-
eypreet, saying she was the 
closest aide of  the rapist 
sect chief  and knew many 
things about the activities 
of the sect and its role in the 
violence in Panchkula and 
other places after the August 
25 conviction of  Ram Ra-
him on two counts of rape.

The police remand was 
opposed by Honeypreet’s de-
fence counsel who claimed 
that Honeypreet was sur-
rounded with tight secu-
rity and had no role in the 
violence in Panchkula on 
August 25. Officials of  the 
Special Investigation Team 
of Haryana Police had ear-
lier questioned Honeypreet, 
whose real name is Priya-
nka Taneja. Honeypreet 
remained fugitive for 38 
days after she was booked by 
Haryana Police on charge of  

sedition. She was arrested on 
Tuesday from the Zirakpur-
Patiala highway, about 15 
km from Chandigarh.

Police sources said that 
Honeypreet was questioned 
by the SIT officials and 
women police officials for 
several hours at the Chandi-
mandir police station here. 
“She was evasive in her re-
plies about her whereabouts 
and her role in inciting vio-
lence and providing funding 
to those behind the violence. 
We are interrogating her and 

will seek her police remand,” 
a police officer involved in 
the questioning told IANS.

A woman accomplice, 
Sukhdeep Kaur, who was 
accompanying Honeypreet 
when she was arrested on 
Tuesday, was also arrested 
on charges of  harbouring 
the fugitive. The police had 
been on Honeypreet’s trail 
for nearly a month and raids 
were conducted in Nepal, 
Rajasthan, Bihar and Hary-
ana and Delhi.

Panchkula Police Com-

missioner A.S. Chawla, who 
comfirmed her arrest, said 
that probe would be held on 
the locations she stayed in 
the past few days and who 
all helped in harbouring her. 

Refuting rumours that 
Honeypreet had surren-
dered and was not arrested, 
Chawla said: “It was not a 
surrender. It was an arrest.”

On Tuesday,  Hon-
eypreet, in an interview to a 
news channel, claimed that 
she was innocent. Describ-
ing the allegations against 
her as “baseless”, she said 
that she was falsely impli-
cated in the sedition case.

The Delhi High Court, 
on September 26, dismissed 
her anticipatory bail plea. 
A court in Panchkula had 
in September issued arrest 
warrants against top Dera 
functionaries -- Honeypreet, 
Aditya Insan and Pawan 
Insan. All three were booked 
by the Haryana Police on 
charges of sedition, inciting 
violence and being involved 
in a conspiracy to help the 
Dera chief  escape after his 
conviction by a Central Bu-
reau of Investigation (CBI) 
court on August 25 on two 
counts of  rape of  female 
disciples in 1999.

The Haryana Police had 
sounded an international 
alert against all three. Hon-
eypreet, in her mid-30s, has 
been the closest aide of Ram 
Rahim since 2009. Her ex-
husband Vishwas Gupta 
had alleged illicit relations 
between the two.

Patna, Oct. 4 (IANS):  A day 
after BSF ASI Brij Kishore 
Yadav was killed in a terror 
attack in Srinagar, his daughter 
Sushma Kumari on Wednesday 
said 100 Pakistani terrorists 
should be killed to compensate 
for her father’s supreme sacri-
fice for the country.

“We want 100 Pakistani 
terrorists’ heads for my father’s 
sacrifice,” Sushma said.

She said until the Indian 
government avenged her fa-
ther’s killing while repulsing 
an attack on the 182 Battalion 
camp of  the Border Security 
Force near Srinagar Airport 
in Jammu and Kashmir earlier 
Tuesday morning, any talks 
were useless for her.

“We want strong action 
against Pakistani terrorists,” 
she said.

She said her family as well 
as residents of  the family’s 

native village Kamalchak in 
Bhagalpur district of  Bihar 
were proud of her father’s sac-
rifice. 

T h e  5 0 - ye a r - o l d  A s -
sistant Sub Inspector, who 
owned a house in Sahebganj 
in Jharkhand, was to be cre-
mated at Kamalchak village on 
Wednesday evening.

Bihar Chief  Minister Nit-
ish Kumar has announced a 
compensation of Rs 11 lakh to 
Yadav’s family and his crema-
tion with full state honours.

Suicide attackers of  the 
Pakistan-based Jaish-e-Mo-
hammed terror group stormed 
the BSF camp with guns and 
explosives on Tuesday, trig-
gering a gunfight that left all 
three attackers and the trooper 
dead.

Rashtriya Janata Dal chief  
Lalu Prasad expressed his con-
dolences to the bereaved family.

Yavatmal (Maharashtra), Oct. 4 
(IANS): Amid growing anger in 
the rural areas over the deaths of  
18 farmers due to poisonous fumes 
of  pesticides, a Maharashtra min-
ister was targeted by an agitated 
farmer who attempted to spray him 
with a similar insecticide here on 
Wednesday. The incident occurred 
when Minister of State for Agricul-
ture Sadabhau Khot visited Kalam 
village, 30 km from here, to meet 
farmers grappling with a new silent 
killer -- toxic fumes of pesticides due 
to prolonged exposure and lack of  
safety kits.

As Khot discussed the issue and 
advised them on safe practices, an 
angry farmer -- identified as Sikandar 
Shah -- allegedly rushed towards him 
and tried to spray him with some 
pesticide, but the minister escaped 
unscathed. The local police moved 
swiftly and caught Shah, and later 
placed him under arrest even as other 
farmers protested before the minister.

Since the past couple of months, 
at least 18 farmers have died and 
over 600 affected due to inhalation 
of toxic insecticide fumes sprayed in 
cotton and soya fields in the district.

Taking note, Chief Minister De-
vendra Fadnavis on Tuesday ordered 
a high-level probe to ascertain the 
causes and initiate remedial meas-
ures, besides announcing a compen-
sation of Rs 200,000 to the families 
of each deceased.

The Vasantrao Naik Shetkari 
Swavalamban Mission (VNSS) 
Chairman Kishore Tiwari has 
termed the compensation as gross-
ly inadequate and demanded Rs 
500,000 for each victim’s family.

Besides Tiwari, several other 
farm activists have demanded en-
hanced compensation and termed 
the present amount as discrimination 
against the poor farmers, who are 
mostly tribals.

Fadnavis ordered a detailed 
investigation, asked the district sur-

geon to submit blood transfusion 
and autopsy reports of the deceased 
farmers, and also made it mandatory 
for pesticide companies to distribute 
special protective kits, besides other 
measures.

He added that besides the pesti-
cide companies providing protective 
kits, the state government would 
conduct awareness drives among the 
farmers and even supply such safety 
kits if required.

“Indiscriminate and faulty use 
of  pesticides along with wrong 
combinations, direct and extended 
exposure for long hours without 
protective gear for days are some of  
the apparent reasons why the farm-
ers lost their lives in recent weeks,” 
Tiwari said. Detailing, he said a team 
of experts which toured the affected 
farms found that the farm labourers 
attempted to spray a large area in a 
single day to earn more money and 
worked in multiple fields during the 
peak cropping seasons.

Chennai, Oct. 4 (IANS): 
The future of  the AIAD-
MK government in Tamil 
Nadu may be known on 
Monday when the Madras 
High Court takes up again 
the petition by the party’s 
18 rebel MLAs challenging 
their disqualification.

Posting the matter for 
October 9, Justice K. Ravi-
chandra Babu asked all the 
sides to be present and not to 
seek any adjournment. 

The judge also ruled that 
the previous orders -- barring 
a floor test by Chief Minister 
K. Palaniswami and con-
duct of fresh by-elections in 
18 constituencies notified by 
the Speaker to the Election 
Commission -- will continue 
till the case was decided.

Congress leader and 
Supreme Court advocate 
Ahishesk Manu Singhvi, 
representing the camp of  
dissident AIADMK leader 
T.T.V. Dinakaran, told the 
court that the Speaker acted 
in a partisan manner by 
taking action against the 18 
MLAs.  “We had only gone 
to the Governor seeking 
a change of  Chief  Min-
ister and had never voted 
against the government on 
the floor of the House,” he 
said. The Speaker breached 
the Constitution by holding 
the MLAs guilty under the 
anti-defection law.

He demanded to know 
why the same Speaker had 

not yet acted against MLAs 
belonging to former Chief  
Minister and present Deputy 
Chief Minister O. Panneer-
selvam when they voted 
against Chief Minister Pal-
aniswami in a trust vote in 
February.

The lawyer representing 
the rebel MLAs said they 
were not even served dis-
qualification orders and that 
they came to know about it 
through television channels.

“There were no legal 
proceedings conducted by 
the Speaker and rules of  
natural justice were not ap-
plied to the MLAs. Even 
their disqualification was not 
conveyed to them before the 
media and official gazette 
published it,” he argued.

Another senior counsel, 
Aryama Sundaram, who 
appeared for the Speaker, 
said the Speaker had filed 
a detailed counter affidavit 
strongly denying all the al-
legations made against him 
and contended that there 
was no denial of natural jus-
tice. The Speaker had clearly 
stated that time was given to 
the MLAs several times to 
respond. “We will argue the 
case when our turn comes,” 
he said. While doing so, he 
did ask why the Speaker 
appeared to have been very 
quick in acting against the 
18 pro-Dinakaran MLAs 
but the other MLAs were left 
untouched.

New Delhi, Oct. 4 (PTI): Delhi 
will have to pay a huge price for 
“unhealthy and unhygienic” living 
as 90 per cent of the buildings here 
are illegal, the Delhi High Court 
has been told.

The “magnitude of the illegal 
construction is huge,” a three-
member expert panel, set up by 
the high court to look into illegal 
constructions, has told a bench of  
Acting Chief  Justice Gita Mittal 
and Justice C Hari Shankar.

Holding the government and 
the civic bodies responsible for the 
“current mess”, the committee has 
said that “the city will pay a huge 
price in unhealthy and unhygienic 

living for the generations to come”.
The panel, however, said that 

“redemption was still possible”.
In an over 200-page report, it 

has said that out of an estimated 
4-4.5 million structures in Delhi, 
“it can safely be said that at least 
90 per cent carry one kind of vio-
lation of the extant building bye-
laws or another”. “The violations 
range from construction without 
sanctioned plans to construction 
on open lands marked in layout/
location plan as belonging to the 
Municipal Corporation of  Delhi 
(MCD) or the Delhi government,” 
the panel has said.

The court on May 16 had ap-

pointed former CBI director D 
R Karthikeyan, ex-India Habitat 
Centre (IHC) Director R M S 
Liberhan and retired district judge 
Ravinder Kaur as members of the 
committee. It had directed them 
to inspect the properties of all the 
three municipal bodies here and 
file a report in six weeks.

The court’s direction had come 
after it was flooded with several 
PILs alleging presence of  illegal 
constructions in all corners of the 
national capital.

The PILs also sought that a 
criminal case be registered against 
the officials of  the corporation, 
who had allegedly allowed such 

constructions to take place.
Pursuant to the court’s May 16 

direction, the panel submitted the 
report in which it also said that the 
problem was compounded further 
by the age of  various colonies, 
ranging from over 100 years to the 
recent times.

The report has said that the 
problem was not just confined to 
unauthorised colonies but was 
also present in the planned ones, 
apart from urban villages whose 
boundaries are not permanently 
defined “and the regularised colo-
nies whose legacies are illegal and 
in a sense, self-perpetuating”.

It has said that the committee 

went around the city and saw that 
in an area where there is supposed 
to be no construction at all, there 
was a resident population of  1.5 
million living in structures and 
shelters of various sizes.

It has also said that some of the 
settlements were even approved by 
the government.

“If  the government and its 
agencies are violators of the zonal 
plans, who will come to the rescue 
of law enforcement,” it added.

It has said that unless the 
MCD, as the owners of the public 
spaces, exercise control and super-
vision on these areas, they will be 
lost to the “unscrupulous”.

PTI

 Honeypreet Insaan, the ‘adopted daughter’ of Gurmeet Ram Rahim 
Singh, along with her associate, Jagdeep Kaur being taken away by the 
police a er they were produced at a Panchkula court on Wednesday.

AP/PTI

Congress VP Rahul Gandhi arrives at the Amausi 
airport in Lucknow on Wednesday. 
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NEWS IN BRIEF
UN Ambassador Nikki Haley 
reprimanded for political tweet
Columbia (US), Oct. 4 (PTI/AP): UN Ambassador 
Nikki Haley has been reprimanded for violating a law 
limiting government employees’ political activity, by 
voicing support for a South Carolina congressional 
candidate. The US Office of  Special Counsel last 
week notified Citizens for Responsibility and Ethics in 
Washington it had issued a warning letter to the former 
South Carolina governor but would pursue no further 
action. The watchdog group in June wrote to the Special 
Counsel, accusing Haley of  violating the Hatch Act. 
The group says Haley shouldn’t have retweeted one 
of President Donald Trump’s Twitter messages earlier 
that month supporting Republican Ralph Norman. The 
group said Haley deleted the tweet but should still be 
investigated and disciplined. Norman went on to win a 
special election for the seat formerly occupied by Trump 
budget director Mick Mulvaney.

Morocco participates in Belgium 
anti-terrorism meet
Brussels, Oct. 4 (IANS/MAP): Morocco on Wednesday 
participated in a quadripartite meeting in Belgium on 
cooperation in the fight against terrorism. The meeting 
was organised by Belgium’s federal prosecutor’s office 
in Mechelen, north of Brussels. It was also attended by 
representatives of Spanish and French public prosecutors’ 
offices. Speaking at the meeting, Belgian Justice Minister 
Koen Geens underlined the strategic importance of  
the exchange of information between the countries in 
order to fight terrorism. He also drew attention to the 
“enormous vacuum” that remained at the international 
level in terms of access to communication data. Morocco 
was represented at the meeting by a delegation from the 
Public Prosecutor’s Office.

Saudi King begins Russia visit
Riyadh, Oct. 4 (IANS/WAM): Saudi King Salman 
bin Abdulaziz Al Saud on Wednesday began an official 
visit to Russia to discuss ties with President Vladimir 
Putin. A statement from the Saudi Royal Court said the 
King would also be discussing means of strengthening 
bilateral relations between the two countries in various 
fields, WAM cited Saudi Press Agency as saying. King 
Salman expressed his hope to strengthen relations with 
Russia to serve the interests of  both countries and to 
achieve international peace and security.

Sri Lanka to amend parliamentary laws
Colombo, Oct. 4 (IANS): Sri Lanka will soon amend 
its parliamentary laws to fall in line with the best 
international practices, Parliament Speaker Karu 
Jayasuriya said on Wednesday. Addressing the 8th 
conference of  the Association of  SAARC Speakers 
and Parliamentarians here, Jayasuriya said Sri Lanka 
hoped to make its parliamentary mechanism more 
effective and efficient, reports Xinhua news agency. 
He said the government would also soon introduce a 
new constitution to benefit all communities. The South 
Asian Association for Regional Cooperation (SAARC) 
is a regional inter-governmental organization whose 
member are Afghanistan, India, Pakistan, the Maldives, 
Bhutan, Nepal, Bangladesh and Sri Lanka.

Tillerson denies considering 
resigning
Washington, Oct. 4 (PTI): US Secretary of  State 
Rex Tillerson today denied having offered to resign 
from Donald Trump’s cabinet and dismissed as “petty 
nonsense” a media report that he had called the president 
a “moron”. The NBC News had reported that Tillerson 
came close to resigning this summer but was requested 
to stay in the job until the end of the year. “The vice 
president has never had to persuade me to remain as 
Secretary of  State because I have never considered 
leaving this post,” Tillerson told reporters during a brief  
media interaction at the State Department. “While I’m 
new to Washington, I have learned there are some who 
try to sow dissension to advance their own agenda by 
tearing others apart in an effort to undermine President 
Trump’s own agenda. I do not and I will not operate that 
way,” he said, responding to a question on news reports 
that he had offered to resign. 

AP/PTI

Debris li ers a fes val grounds across the street from the Mandalay Bay resort and casino Tuesday, Oct. 3, 
2017, in Las Vegas. Authori es said Stephen Craig Paddock broke windows on the casino and began firing 
with a cache of weapons, killing dozens and injuring hundreds at a music fes val at the grounds.

‘Las Vegas gunman wired thousands 
to Philippines days before attack’
Las Vegas, Oct. 4 (IANS): 
Stephen Paddock, the gun-
man who massacred dozens 
of  people in Las Vegas on 
Sunday, was a high-stakes 
gambler who wired thou-
sands of dollars to the Phil-
ippines -- the home country 
of  his girlfriend Marilou 
Danley -- just days before 
the shooting, a federal of-
ficial said.

The authorities could 
not confirm to whom the 
transactions were intended. 
On Tuesday, Federal Bureau 
of Investigation agents met 
Danley, a “person of inter-
est” in the case, at Los An-
geles International Airport 
after she arrived on a flight 
from the Philippines, the 
New York Times reported 
on Wednesday.

As police scramble to 
identify a motive for the at-
tack on a music concert at 
the Mandalay Bay Hotel that 
killed at least 59 people and 
injured 527, officers focused 
on financial transactions car-
ried out by the 64-year-old 
retired accountant. 

Paddock sent the money 
to the Philippines last week, 
authorities in Manila said on 
Wednesday, citing the FBI. 

Investigators said Pad-
dock had installed at least 
three video cameras in his 
32-floor hotel suite and in 

the hallway outside of it be-
fore the shooting, apparently 
to keep an eye on potential 
threats. 

Speaking for the first 
time on Tuesday night, 
Danley’s family said they 
believed Paddock had sent 
her away to her relatives 
deliberately in the run up to 
the attacks. 

“I know she didn’t know 
anything as well like us. She 
was sent away. She was away 
so that she will be not there 
to interfere with what he’s 

planning,” her sisters said in 
an interview with Australia’s 
Channel 7 News. 

Danley was not arrested 
on her arrival at Las Vegas 
airport, but agents were ex-
pected to speak to her in an 
attempt to discover what 
led Paddock to carry out 
the worst mass shooting in 
American history.

A Philippines immi-
gration spokeswoman said 
Danley arrived in the Philip-
pines on September 25 on 
a flight from Hong Kong. 

That was nearly a week be-
fore Paddock carried out the 
attack.

Investigators at the ho-
tel from which Paddock 
launched his assault found 
no fewer than 23 guns, in-
cluding a Kalashnikov and 
AR-15 assault rifles, and a 
vast stockpile of  military 
grade .223 calibre ammuni-
tion. In total, across three 
locations, 47 firearms were 
recovered. 

Pictures emerged from 
the hotel room showing 

Paddock lying dead, sur-
rounded by weapons and 
spent ammunition. Police 
said they believed he had 
used 10 suitcases to smuggle 
the weapons up to the room. 

The  shoot ing  a l so 
sparked debate over US gun 

laws, but President Don-
ald Trump said the discus-
sion over what, if anything, 
needs to be done was “not 
for now”. With hundreds of  
victims still hospitalised, of-
ficials said the death toll was 
likely to rise.

Washington, Oct. 4 (IANS): US President Donald 
Trump left here on Wednesday for Las Vegas to pay 
his respects after one of the deadliest mass shootings in 
American history and said it was a “very sad day”.

“It’s a very, very sad day for me personally,” Trump 
said. “We’re going to pay our respects and to see the police 
who have done really a fantastic job in a very short time.”

Gunman Stephen Paddock on Sunday night fired into 
a music festival on the Las Vegas Strip, killing 58 people 
and himself and injuring more than 500 others.

Trump said law enforcement officials were learning 
more about the gunman and the details would be “an-
nounced at the appropriate time”, the New York Times 
reported.

The President’s visit comes as Democrats called for 
tighter control on guns, particularly firearms accessories 
like those that enabled Paddock to fire hundreds of  
rounds per minute into a crowd attending a concert.

Republicans immediately pushed back against calls 
for gun control, but Trump said on Tuesday that “gun 
laws” would be discussed in the future. 

Paddock had carefully planned his assault, placing 
surveillance cameras in his hotel room and in the hallway. 
The police found him dead, with 23 guns and hundreds 
of rounds of ammunition in his hotel room.

Madrid, Oct. 4 (IANS): 
A Spanish National Court 
judge on Wednesday called 
the head of  the regional 
Catalan police and two pro-
independence figureheads 
to give testimony in a probe 
into allegations of sedition.

National court judge 
Carmen Lamela called on 
Mossos d’Esquadra police 
force Major Josep Lluis 
Trapero and the presidents 
of two of Catalonia’s pow-
erful pro-independence or-
ganisations -- Jordi Sánchez 
of  the Catalan National 
Assembly and Jordi Ciuxart 
of  Omnium Cultural -- to 
appear in court on Friday, 
judicial sources told Efe 
news.

The sedition probe was 
requested by state pros-
ecutors following mass pro-
tests outside Catalonia’s 
regional Finance Ministry 
on September 20 as police 
raided the building in a bid 
to seize all material related 
to a banned referendum that 
went ahead on Sunday in 
defiance of  Madrid’s legal 
action.

Officers from Spain’s 
militarised Civil Guard 
were besieged inside the 
Ministry building and three 
of  their police vehicles 
parked outside were de-
stroyed by demonstrators 
despite the presence of the 
Mossos d’Esquadra.

The judge requested 
a Civil Guard report on 
the events, including its 
six requests for backup 
lodged with the Mossos 
d’Esquadra, who allegedly 
gave scant evidence that the 
requests had been properly 
processed. 

The Civil Guard re-
portedly told the Mossos 
d’Esquadra that the three 
vehicles parked outside the 
Ministry contained heavy 
weaponry and had the po-
tential to drastically alter the 
situation.

Trapero and the Catalan 
police came under scrutiny 
during the referendum amid 
accusations of passivity. 

Furthermore, the Civil 
Guard said that Sánchez 
and Ciuxtart coordinated 
the demonstration but failed 

to use their influence over 
the crowd to defuse the situ-
ation when it escalated. 

In the early hours of  
the September 20 morning, 
a group of  protestors at-
tempted to push their way 
into the Ministry and Span-
ish police officers inside 
were only able to leave after 
4 a.m., some six hours after 
their operation had drawn 
to a close. 

Catalan officials went 
ahead with the referendum 
on October 1. Following ef-
forts by the National Police 
to shut down polling sta-
tions and confiscate mate-
rial, just over two million 
voters managed to cast their 
ballot. 

Police actions caught 
international headlines, 
however, after clashes with 
protestors refusing to leave 
polling stations led to over 
800 people sustaining in-
juries, the Catalan govern-
ment said. Regional presi-
dent Carles Puigdemont 
announced that 92 per cent 
of  voters opted for inde-
pendence. 

Beijing, Oct. 4 (PTI): China has come out 
with a documentary showcasing the achieve-
ments of  President Xi Jinping’s sweeping 
military reforms in the last five years to build 
a strong army and expand China’s global 
influence.

The documentary comes ahead of the 
19th Congress of  the ruling Communist 
Party of China (CPC), to begin here from 
October 18 during which Xi is set to get a 
second term as general secretary.

As per the practice followed by the party, 
top leaders will get two five-year terms and 
retire after 68 years of age.

The eight-episode series, aired from 
September 29, highlights how the Chinese 
military has stepped forward to solve prob-
lems and reshape its organisational structure, 
system and work style, since Xi took over 
during the 18th National Congress of  the 
CPC in 2012, state-run Xinhua news agency 
reported today.

The documentary titled ‘Qiang Jun’, 
which means building a strong army, was 
produced by the Political Work Department 
of the Central Military Commission and is 
being aired on both state broadcaster China 
Central Television (CCTV) and local televi-
sion stations.

Xi, a strong advocate of a powerful mili-
tary to back China’s global economic influ-
ence and power, carried out massive reforms 
in the 2.3 million-strong People’s Liberation 
Army (PLA), the world’s largest force.

Besides operational reforms, he has also 
carried out an unprecedented anti-corrup-
tion campaign purging the forces of corrupt 
elements from top to bottom.

In the last five years, at least 13,000 
military officers involved in corruption have 
been punished, the Hong Kong-based South 
China Morning Post quoted a report yester-
day by the PLA Daily, the official organ of  
the Chinese military.

Stockholm, Oct. 4 (PTI/
AFP): A revolutionary tech-
nique dubbed cryo-electron 
microscopy, which has shed 
light on the Zika virus and 
an Alzheimer’s enzyme, 
earned scientists Jacques 
Dubochet, Joachim Frank 
and Richard Henderson 
the Nobel Chemistry Prize 
today.

Thanks to the interna-
tional team’s “cool method”, 
which uses electron beams 
to examine the tiniest struc-
tures of  cells, “researchers 
can now freeze biomolecules 
mid-movement and visualise 
processes they have never 
previously seen,” the Nobel 
chemistry committee said.

This has been “decisive 
for both the basic under-
standing of life’s chemistry 
and for the development of  
pharmaceuticals,” it added.

The ultra-sensitive im-
aging method allows mol-
ecules to be flash-frozen and 
studied in their natural form, 
without the need for dyes.

It has laid bare never-
before-seen details of  the 
tiny protein machines that 
run all cells.

“When researchers 
began to suspect that the 
Zika virus was causing the 
epidemic of brain-damaged 
newborns in Brazil, they 
turned to cryo-EM (electron 
microscopy) to visualise the 
virus,” the committee said.

Frank, a 77-year-old, 
German-born biochemistry 
professor at Columbia Uni-
versity in New York, was 
woken from his sleep when 
the committee announced 
the prize in Stockholm, six 
hours ahead.

“There are so many oth-

er discoveries every day, I 
was in a way speechless,” he 
said. “It’s wonderful news.” 

In the first half  of  the 
20th century, biomolecules 
-- proteins, DNA and RNA 
-- were terra incognita on the 
map of biochemistry.

Because the powerful 
electron beam destroys bio-
logical material, electron mi-
croscopes were long thought 
to be useful only to study 
dead matter.

But 72-year-old Hender-
son, from the MRC Labora-
tory of Molecular Biology in 
Cambridge, used an electron 
microscope in 1990 to gen-
erate a three-dimensional 
image of a protein at atomic 
resolution, a groundbreak-
ing discovery which proved 
the technology’s potential.

Frank made it widely 
usable between 1975 and 

1986, developing a method 
to transform the electron 
microscope’s fuzzy two-
dimensional images into 
sharp, 3-D composites.

Dubochet, today an 
honorary professor of  bio-
physics at the University of  
Lausanne, added water.

Now 75, he discovered 
in the 1980s how to cool 
water so quickly that it so-
lidifies in liquid form around 
a biological sample, allow-
ing the molecules to retain 
their natural shape even in 
a vacuum. The electron mi-
croscope’s every nut and bolt 
have been optimised since 
these discoveries.

The required atomic 
resolution was reached in 
2013, and researchers “can 
now routinely produce three-
dimensional structures of  
biomolecules,” according to 

the Nobel committee. 
The trio will share the 

prize money of nine million 
Swedish kronor (around 
USD 1.1 million).

“Normally what I’d do if  
I was in Cambridge, we will 
have a party around tea-time 
in the lab but I expect we’ll 
have it tomorrow instead,” 
said Henderson.

The prize announce-
ment was praised by the 
scientific community and 
observers around the world.

“By solving more and 
more structures at the 
atomic level we can answer 
biological questions, such 
as how drugs get into cells, 
that were simply unanswer-
able a few years ago,” Jim 
Smith, science director at the 
London-based biomedical 
research charity Wellcome, 
said in a statement.

Washington, Oct. 4 (PTI): Pakistan 
can have strong economic benefits 
from India if  it realises that the “tide 
has shifted” and stop providing safe 
havens to terrorists on its soil, US 
Defence Secretary Jim Mattis has said.

Mattis told members of the power-
ful Senate Armed Services Committee 
yesterday that the Trump administra-
tion is being very clear and firm in 
what it expects from Pakistan and is 
using all aspects of  the government 
to bring about the change, working 
internationally.

His statement comes weeks after 
President Donald Trump announced 
his Afghanistan and South Asia policy 
in which he adopted a tough policy 

against Pakistan. It also came ahead 
of Pakistan Foreign Minister Khawaja 
Asif ’s talks with Secretary of  State 
Rex Tillerson and other top officials 
of the Trump Administration.

“There are a number of  lines of  
effort being put together now in Sec-
retary of  Treasury’s office, Secretary 
of  State’s office, my own office, the 
intel agencies. We are also working 
with Secretary General Stoltenberg 
to ensure that NATO’s equities are 
brought to bear,” Mattis said respond-
ing to a question on why would Paki-
stan change its mind on terrorist safe 
havens this time.

Certainly, India has a role to play 
as a neighbour, and potentially a very 

strong economic benefit to Pakistan, 
if  Pakistan can find a way to carry out 
its international responsibilities and 
end any kind of safe haven inside their 
country, he noted.

“There’s a great deal that Pakistan 
can benefit economically, diplomati-
cally, financially for its government; 
economically for its people; by finally 
sensing that the tide has shifted against 
this,” Mattis said.

He said that the Trump adminis-
tration believes that it would be highly 
difficult to sustain any stabilisation in 
South Asia, not just in Afghanistan, 
but certainly anywhere around Paki-
stan and India unless safe havens are 
removed.

Mattis was responding to ques-
tions from lawmakers who wanted to 
know why the administration believes 
that Pakistan will change its behaviour 
this time.

Trump has said that he would 
change the US approach to Pakistan, 
which continues to harbour militants 
and terrorists who target US service 
members and officials, said Senator 
John McCain, Chairman of the Sen-
ate Armed Services Committee.

“But we still do not know what 
specific steps the United States will 
take to convince or compel Pakistan 
to change its behaviour, or what costs 
we will impose if  Pakistan fails to do 
so,” McCain said.

Indeed, McCain said it is unclear 
to him if  the administration believes 
any step or series of steps the United 
States might take will lead Pakistan to 
cease its support and sanctuary for cer-
tain terrorist groups, which has been 
a “feature of ” its national security 
policy for decades.

Ranking Member Senator Jack 
Reed said if  the mission in Afghani-
stan is to be successful, it is imperative 
to disrupt the external sanctuaries in 
Pakistan, which continue to provide 
the Taliban, the Haqqani network 
and other associated groups the abil-
ity to train, recruit, rest, refit and stage 
attacks without significant fear of  
interference.

“We have heard that the adminis-
tration intends to change the relation-
ship with Pakistan in order to compel 
action that supports our efforts in Af-
ghanistan,” Reed said as he sought de-
tails of tools available to press Pakistan 
to make more progress on these issues.

Pakistan, Mattis said has a “con-
voluted history” with terrorism. There 
can be little doubt that there have been 
terrorist groups that have used Paki-
stan as a haven for attacks outwardly, 
and not just towards Afghanistan. 

“We’ve seen the attacks on India, 
as well. At the same time, probably 
few nations, perhaps none, have lost as 
many troops fighting terrorists as they 
have,” he said.

Lahore, Oct. 4 (PTI): In a veiled dig at 
Pakistan’s judiciary, ousted prime minister 
Nawaz Sharif today said though he was dis-
qualified by the Supreme Court, the people 
gave the real verdict by electing his wife from 
the constituency vacated by him.

Sharif, 67, had to step down as prime 
minister and president of the ruling PML-
N party after he was disqualified by the 
Supreme Court on July 28 in the Panama 
Papers scandal.

Raising questions over his disqualifica-
tion, Sharif told his supporters that the real 
verdict came from the constituents of NA-
120 Lahore, the seat recently won by his 
ailing wife, Kulsoom Nawaz.

The victory has turned into a “golden 
page of  history,” he told a jubilant crowd 
present at the Pakistan Muslim League-Na-
waz (PML-N) Youth Wing convention here.

“You didn’t win an National Assembly 
seat but also helped justice prevail,” he said, 
criticising the July 28 verdict that unseated 
the three-time prime minister.

“I still fail to understand why I was oust-
ed [from the prime minister seat],” he said.

The conditions under which the election 
was contested and won by his party, Sharif  
said he wanted to congratulate the people 
from his heart.

“Nawaz Sharif  wants to kiss all your 
foreheads,” the former premier said, express-
ing his gratitude to party workers for support-
ing his daughter, Maryam, who campaigned 

on behalf of her ailing mother, Kulsoom, for 
the by-poll.

Kulsoom is currently undergoing treat-
ment in London for throat cancer.

If  this passion continues, Pakistan will 
only move forward. The old traditions will 
break. The sanctity of  your vote will be 
revived, he said.

Sharif was re-elected yesterday as Presi-
dent of the ruling PML-N party, thanks to 
the election reforms passed by parliament a 
day earlier.

He said his government had ended 
prolonged hours of  power outages in the 
country, and help lift the industrial sector.

He also claimed credit for curbing terror-
ism in the country.

“Despite all that, I was removed from 
office,” he said.

Sharif  said he was confident that his 
party would win the 2018 general election.

Addressing the meeting, Punjab Chief  
Minister Shahbaz Sharif  said that the by-
polls in the NA-120 proved that the “whole 
country is Nawaz’s fort”.

“By voting in NA-120, you have proven 
that not only the constituency and not only 
the city but the whole country is Nawaz 
Sharif ’s fort,” Shahbaz, the brother of Na-
waz Sharif, said. 

Terming the PML-N’s victory in the by-
poll “historic,” Shahbaz said that the 2018 
election would prove even more successful 
for the ruling party.

Trump heads to Las Vegas to 
pay respects after shooting

Catalan police chief to be 
questioned for sedition

China documentary depicts 
results of Xi’s military reforms

Trio takes chemistry Nobel for ‘cool’ method to study molecules 

Real verdict came from Pak 
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Polanski accused of rape by former German actress
Renate Langer, a 61-year-old former German actress, has accused filmmaker Roman 
Polanski of raping her at a house here in February 1972, when she was 15.
Langer is the fourth woman to publicly accuse Polanski of sexual assault as a teen-
ager, reports nytimes.com. Langer said Swiss police officials have told her that she 
would be told whether she could pursue a criminal complaint. Switzerland has elimi-
nated its statute of limitations on child sex abuse cases but the law limits prosecution 
in cases that happened many years ago. Langer said she had approached the Swiss 
police because she believed the statute of limitations would allow her complaint to 
be investigated. Polanski was earlier accused of rape by Samantha Geimer, Robin M 
and Charlotte Lewis. (IANS)

Linkin Park cancels Tokyo shows 
in wake of Chester’s death

L
inkin Park has cancelled their 
previously scheduled perform-
ances in Tokyo, saying 
that the rock 
band need 

more time to heal from 
their vocalist, Ches-
ter Bennington’s 
death.

The singer, 
41, had commit-
ted suicide by 
hanging on June 
20.

The music 
group, who was to 
perform in Tokyo 
with the Japanese 
band One On Rock in 
November, took to their 
Twitter account to share the 
update.

“We have been looking forward to being 
with all of you, but unfortunately cannot 

play our previously scheduled 
performances in Tokyo.

“Until now, we have 
not communicated 

about our November 
shows because we 
sincerely wished 
to play, even 
in the wake 
of Chester’s 
passing. We are 
working each 
day to grieve, 
heal, and work 

towards stepping 
on stage together 

without our dear 
friend,” the post read.
Linkin Park also thanked 

their fans and followers for their 
love and 
support.

PTI

TICKET RATES
Silver Rs. 80
Gold Rs. 150

HILL STAR 
Movie Schedule

Hill Star is thrilled to announce 
its valued HillStarCinema 

fans that the hall is now live at 
BookMyShowIN You can now 

BUY tickets online! 

11 am, 2 pm, 5 pm, 8 pm: Judwaa 2 (Hindi)

Atsu Sekhose to celebrate 
a decade in fashion 
industry with new line
D

esigner Atsu 
Sekhose will 
celebrate the 
completion 
of  a decade 

in fashion industry with his 
latest Fall-Winter cocktail 
collection 2017.

Khan Market’s new 
concept store Civil House 
here will kick off  a soiree 
to celebrate a decade of  
designer’s eponymous label, 
said a statement.

The founder of  Civil 
House Suwbha Chopra 
along with the designer 

will commemorate the 
milestone at the store in 
New Delhi with a dis-
play of  signature pieces 
from the brand across the 
years, and will unveil his 
Fall-Winter 2017 cocktail 
collection. 

“Civil House is a 
fashion forward platform 
for existing and emerging 
talent. I’ve always loved 
Atsu’s distinct style, which 
shines in his eclectic cou-
ture and ready-to-wear line. 
It is an honour to celebrate 
his dynamic contribu-

tion to the Indian fashion 
industry and the glamor-
ous cocktail collection,” 
Chopra said. 

The designer is known 
for his chic, understated 
clothing that firmly holds 
his signature style and 
modern reimagining of  
classic silhouettes. He has 
also attributed much of  his 
design style to his roots in 
Nagaland, imbibing a mod-
ern adaptation of  tribal pat-
terns, colours and textiles 
from his native region.

IANS

Delhi Dynamos rope in 
Jacqueline Fernandez as 

Brand Ambassador

Kate Winslet reunites with 
Cameron for ‘Avatar’ sequels

Madonna’s 
stalker wins 
$455,000 over 
arrest injury

‘I am often told why I don’t market myself ‘

Adnan Sami to 
perform in Srinagar

I
ndian Super League (ISL) franchise Delhi Dynamos FC on 
Wednesday named Bollywood actress Jacqueline Fernandez 
as their brand ambassador for the upcoming season.

“Heading into the fourth edition of the tournament, 
Jacqueline will help the club in embracing and engaging with 

fans across the country,” the Delhi outfit said in a statement. 
Delhi Dynamos Director Rohan Sharma expressed his 

delight on becoming the first Indian club to get a female member 
on board and said: “With Jacqueline coming on board, Delhi Dy-

namos will become the first Indian Football Club to have a female 
brand ambassador. This goes in line with the club’s vision to be 
not only a club of India, but a club with international ambitions.” 

“I am really excited and looking forward to interacting with 
the fans in Delhi. Delhi Dynamos is a team that has been consist-
ent in their performances over the years and hopefully this time 
we can win the ISL together. The club and I share the same view, 
to help promote the sport and engage more female audience into 
watching and playing the game, and hopefully together we can 
bring a change,” Jacqueline Fernandez said. 

The ISL season 4 will kick-off on November 17. Delhi Dyna-
mos will play their first fixture in the tournament on November 
22. 

IANS

R
obert Linhart, 
a former 
firefighter who 
was earlier ar-
rested twice for 

stalking singer Madonna, 
won a $455,000 award from 
a Manhattan jury after ac-
cusing the New York Police 
Department (NYPD) of  
using excessive force.

He was outside Ma-
donna’s Harperley Hall 
apartment on September 
18, 2011 carrying a sign 
that read, “Madonna, I 
need you!” and “Tell me 
yes or no. If it’s yes, my 
dream will come true. If it’s 
no, I will go. XXXX.”

He was cleared of graf-
fiti and weapons charges in 
that incident although he 
was convicted of resist-
ing arrest in a subsequent 
stunt outside Madonna’s 
apartment. He received 
three years probation for the 
second arrest.

Linhart sued NYPD in 
2011 for $5 million over the 
first arrest. 

IANS

A
ctress Anushka 
Sharma says 
she doesn’t 

believe in self  
promotion.

After act-
ing, producing 
films and now 
launching her 
clothing line, 
ask Anushka 
if she plans 
to direct a 

film, she says, “I believe 
in show and tell, I find 

it easy to do things and 
show it to people than talking, 
which I think is difficult.” 

“I am often told why I don’t 
talk about myself or market my-

self. So wait and watch, there is lot 
more I want to do,” she quips.

Asked if she would ever invest 
in a cricket or football league, she 
says on a lighter note, “If I earn 
more money I will do that as 
well.” 

The actress-producer launched 

her clothing line -- Nush -- consist-
ing mostly of western wear.

“At the moment we have 
launched western line we haven’t 
thought about it (traditional wear). 
It is about everyday fashion. Also, 
I would love to get into accesso-
ries. I want Nush to be one stop 
shop for everything.” 

The “Ae Dil Hai Mushkil” 
actress says every field has its own 
set of challenges and that helps her 
focus more, feel more driven and 
involved.

“My commitment is same for 
every thing, I get involved in what 
I do, be it acting, producing films 
and now this (launching clothing 
line),” she adds.

Among her industry peers, 
Anushka finds Sonam Kapoor, 
Deepika Padukone, Kangana 
Ranaut and Jacqueline Fernandez 
a trend setter in fashion.

PTI 

A
dnan Sami, who 
renounced Paki-
stani citizenship 
to become an 
Indian in 2016, 

will perform on the banks 
of Dal Lake in Srinagar this 
week.

The 46-year-old singer, 
famous for his number 
‘Lift Kara De’, will enthral 
Kashmir Valley with a 
variety of songs at a special 
concert organised by the 
Union Home Ministry and 
the Jammu and Kashmir 

government.
“Kashmir is not only about 

violence. It is a lively place with 
full of culture, music, art and 
tourism. We want to send this 
message through the concert,” 
Union Minister of State for Home 
Kiren Rijiju said today.

Sami was born in London to 
a Pakistani diplomat father and 
his mother was from Jammu and 
Kashmir.

The singer relocated to India 
in late 1990s and took Indian citi-
zenship on January 1, 2016 after 
giving up his Pakistani citizenship.

The concert is expected to 
be held later this week, a home 
ministry official said.

The joint initiative of the 
home ministry and the state 
government was taken to send a 
message that Kashmiri society is 
associated with religious harmony 
and the Sufi tradition.

The state is also known for 
Kashmiriyat, the ethnic, national, 
social and cultural consciousness 
of the Kashmiri people, the of-
ficial said.

PTI 

O
scar-winning ac-
tress Kate Winslet 
has reunited with 
“Titanic” director 
James Cameron 

after 20 years for his upcoming 
“Avatar” sequels.

“Kate and I have been looking 
for something to do together for 
20 years, since our collaboration 
on ‘Titanic’, which was one of  
the most rewarding of my career. 
I can’t wait to see her bring the 
character of Ronal to life,” variety.
com quoted Cameron as saying.

Released in 2009, “Avatar” 
currently holds the record for 
highest grossing film till date with 
collections of $2.8 billion.

The upcoming four sequels of  
the film will hit theaters starting 
on December 18, 2020 for “Avatar 
2”. 

“Avatar 3” will release on 
December 17, 2021, followed by 
a three-year break for “Avatar 4”, 
which is slated for December 20, 
2024. “Avatar 5” will release on 
December 19, 2025.

Cameron began filming the 
first of the four movies last week 
in California. 

The films will mark the return 
of previous cast members includ-
ing Zoe Saldana, Sam Worthing-
ton, Sigourney Weaver, CCH 
Pounder and Stephen Lang.

IANS
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Sharapova was empha cally beaten by world number two Simona Halep, 6-2, 6-2.

Umar Sadiq of Nigeria celebrates a goal with team-mate Stanley Amuzie.

Claire Polosak will officiate a 
match between New South 
Wales and Cricket Australia XI.

“If you’re worried about the physical side of any sport, you’re 
wary of it, then play chess,” Roy Keane, pictured, said.
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Simona Halep dumps despairing 
Sharapova out of Beijing

Maradona’s  match against 
Ganguly to be held on Oct. 9

Leicester City, Man United 
set for Bengaluru EPL Live

Play chess if you don’t want to get hurt, says Keane

Ferrari says Vettel’s gearbox is good for Japan

Polosak set for historic 
umpiring debut in men’s cricket

Beijing, Oct. 4 (AFP): Ma-
ria Sharapova opened up on 
the despair she feels in de-
feat after she was ruthlessly 
knocked out of  the China 
Open in the third round by 
Romania’s Simona Halep 
on Wednesday.

The world number two 
was an emphatic 6-2, 6-2 
winner in 72 minutes to 
leave five-time Grand Slam 
champion Sharapova still 
searching for her first title 
since returning from a dop-
ing ban in April.

The Russian Sharapova, 
a former number one now 
languishing at 104 in the 
world rankings following 
her 15-month suspension 
for taking meldonium, gave 
an insight into the roller-
coaster of emotions in top-
level tennis.

“Hard work is not good 
enough any more, maybe 
it was -- I don’t know how 
many years ago -- but that’s 
just not a factor any more,” 
said the 30-year-old, asked 
about comments in a book 
she recently released.

“The reason I say that 
is there’s some incredible 
moments, very high mo-
ments, and there are very 
low moments.

“There have been times 
where I get off  the court 
and you think, I don’t wish 
this on my future child. The 
feeling is so tough and dis-
appointing.

“You work so much, 

Kolkata, Oct. 4 (IANS): 
Argentine legend Diego 
Maradona will now play 
the  ‘Match for  Unity 
against former India crick-
et captain Sourav Ganguly 
on October 9, the organis-
ers confirmed.

“We would like to con-
firm that the Match for 
Unity (Diego vs Dada) is 
to be held at Aditya School 
of  Sports Stadium, Kad-
ambagachi, Taki Road, 
North 24 Parganas on the 

09th of  October 2017 at 
2.30pm,” a statement from 
the organisers read.

“After much effort and 
an unforeseen change of  
date due to pressing obli-
gations on Diego Mara-
dona’s part we are de-
lighted to announce that 
we have obtained all the 
necessary permissions and 
clearances necessary for 
the occasion,” the state-
ment added.

Maradona was initially 

scheduled to arrive in the 
third week of  September 
but his trip first got post-
poned to October 2.

Then the 1986 FIFA 
World Cup hero wrote on 
his Facebook page that he 
will have to reschedule his 
visit to October 8, the day 
the U-17 world Cup gets 
underway in the city with 
the Salt Lake Stadium 
hosting England versus 
Chile first followed by Iraq 
and Mexico.

B e n g a l u r u ,  O c t .  4 
(IANS): Leicester City 
and Manchester United 
are the latest English Pre-
mier League (EPL) foot-
ball clubs to confirm atten-
dance at Premier League 
Live, which takes place in 
Bengaluru on October 14 
and 15, it was announced 
on Wednesday.

Nine EPL clubs will 
bring legends and a whole 
host of  fun activities to the 
event to give fans a fantas-
tic football experience.

Manchester United 
legend Ronny Johnsen will 
be on hand on Saturday to 
meet with fans, sign au-
tographs at the dedicated 
club zone, accoding to a 
release.

Leicester City former 
player Gerry Taggart will 
be taking part in his club’s 
zone, where fans will be 
able to follow the story of  
the 2015/16 EPL Cham-
pions.

Arsenal legend and for-
mer FC Goa player Robert 
Pires will return to India 
to meet local EPL fans, 
where he will be joined by 
former Everton star Gra-
ham Stuart. 

Other  former  EPL 
stars already confirmed 

to attend include Alan 
Shearer, John Barnes, Paul 
Dickov and Shay Given.

Manchester United 
and Leicester City are the 
latest clubs to confirm they 
will have a bespoke fan 
experience area at Premier 
League Live. Other clubs 
that will be at the event 
include Arsenal, Brighton 
& Hove Albion, Chelsea, 
Everton, Liverpool, Man-
chester City and Watford.

Stuart said “This is a 
terrific event and it gives 
every invited EPL club an 
opportunity to showcase 
what they are all about. 
The supporters in the local 
area head to the fan park 
and it makes for a great 
atmosphere, particularly 
when the matches being 
played over that weekend 
are shown live. 

“It was successful in 
Mumbai and Cape Town 
in previous years -- both 
events which I attended 
-- so I’m fully expecting it 
to be just as good this time 
in Bengaluru because the 
fans in India are so enthu-
siastic about football.”

Taggart said: “I’m very 
much looking forward to 
meeting Leicester City 
and Premier League fans 

in Bengaluru at Premier 
League Live. This type 
of  event shows just how 
much of  an impact foot-
ball has globally.”

Manchester United 
legend Ronny Johnsen 
said: “Manchester United 
has almost 35 million fol-
lowers in India and each 
time we visit the growth 
in football’s popularity is 
clear to see. The fans are 
some of  the most pas-
sionate around and I am 
really looking forward to 
meeting some of  them on 
Saturday.

The fan park is de-
signed to bring a Premier 
League experience to fans 
in India. There will be a 
giant screen showing live 
match day action includ-
ing Liverpool FC v Man-
chester United. 

Other activities at Pre-
mier League Live will in-
clude live screening of  five 
EPL matches and local 
music acts and DJs.

The fans can also gain 
the opportunity for a pho-
to with the EPL Trophy.

Fans can bring their 
official club shirt to be 
printed with a Premier 
League player’s name -- 
for free.

you dedicate so much of  
your time, you have so 
many people around you, 
and sometimes it doesn’t 
work according to plan, so 
you start asking questions.

“But then once you 
work, you keep going, keep 
fighting through it, the re-
wards are very incredible 
and special.

“They have nothing to 
do with finance, they have 
nothing to do with trophies, 
it’s really internal.”

Halep, the second seed 

on Beijing’s outdoor hard 
courts, is the first woman 
into the China Open quar-
ter-finals.

Having  tur fed  out 
Sharapova and with world 
number one Garbine Mu-
guruza exiting in the first 
round with a virus, the 
26-year-old Halep is now 
favourite in the Chinese 
capital.
Redemption for Kyrgios?
Nick Kyrgios said he want-
ed to make up for his notori-
ous meltdown in Shanghai 

last year as he beat Mischa 
Zverev in the second round 
in Beijing.

A year ago the supreme-
ly talented but combustible 
Kyrgios was suspended for 
his petulant behaviour at the 
Shanghai Masters, where he 
swore and argued with the 
crowd and appeared to give 
away points in caving in to 
the German.

The enigmatic Austra-
lian, seeded eighth in the 
Chinese capital, smashed 
his racquet on the floor in 

Panaji, Oct. 4 (IANS): Goa-based 
Indian Super League (ISL) club FC 
Goa have signed a MoU with the 
European Business and Technol-
ogy Centre (EBTC), in an effort to 
continue to promote football in the 
state especially its grassroots pro-
gramme and football infrastructure 
development.

According to the two signa-
tories to the Memorandum of  
Understanding, the move will see 
Europe-India collaborations in 
technology, framework and best 
practices along with innovations 
to suit local needs in Goa through 
various projects, programmes and 
initiatives aimed at supporting 
football.

“With the support of  
Centre, I’m sure we can 
work towards acceler-
ating our plans for 
infrastructure de-
velopment, which 
will greatly help 
the footballing 
talent of  Goa for 
many years to 
come.

As a club, we 
have always focused 
on driving ourselves to-
wards the aim of  putting 
Goan players into the na-
tional team,” FC Goa Presi-
dent Akshay Tandon said in a 
statement on Wednesday.

The  cent re  i s 
coord ina ted  by 
the Association 

o f  E u r o p e a n 
Chambers of  

C o m m e r c e 
and Indus-
try (EURO-
C H A M -
BRES) with 

a mandate to 
facilitate Eu-

rope-India cross-
border collaboration.

The centre,  as 
part of  the MoU, will 

also provide FC Goa 
technical advice vis a vis 

developing new infrastructure, 

upgrading of  existing infrastruc-
ture, revamping existing football 
academies, starting outreach pro-
grammes with a focus on scouting, 
providing creative business and 
funding models.

“We as an organisation are 
keen to facilitate the impact of  
football here in India and after 
meeting with various stake holders 
across the country we are excited at 
the potential this partnership holds 
and we look forward to connecting 
like-minded organisations with 
FC Goa, so they can successfully 
carry out their vision,” Vincent van 
Noord, Associate Director of  the 
European Business and Technol-
ogy Centre said.

Cape Town, Oct. 4 (Re-
uters): Nigeria, Egypt and 
Tunisia could all book their 
spots at next year’s World 
Cup in the penultimate 
round of  African qualifi-
ers at the weekend but the 
other two slots will only be 
decided next month.

A home victory over 
Zambia – a s ide they 
beat away at the start of  
the group phase – will be 
enough to see Nigeria re-
turn to the finals after reach-
ing the second round in 
Brazil in 2014. Last month’s 
convincing 4-0 win over 
Cameroon, inspired by the 
return of  Victor Moses to 
the team, saw them elimi-
nate the reigning African 
champions and establish a 
three point advantage, with 
two games to play, at the 
head of Group B.

“We must wrap this race 
up on Saturday. Our team 
has shown professionalism, 
dedication and determina-
tion to be in this position,” 
captain John Obi Mikel said 
in the build-up to the match 
in Uyo. Zambia’s young 
side upset Algeria away in 

anger, bending the head in 
half, when he conceded the 
opening set on Wednesday.

That earned the world 
number 19 a warning from 
the umpire and raised the 
spectre of one year ago.

But the 22-year-old re-
turned for the second set 
with renewed determina-
tion and errors began creep-
ing into Zverev’s game.

Zverev, ranked 27 in the 
world and the older brother 
of  rising star Alexander, 
surrendered his first service 
game of the second set and 
Kyrgios was never in trouble 
after that, surging into the 
quarter-finals 3-6, 6-2, 6-2. 
Kyrgios said facing Zverev 
a year after Shanghai, and 
again in China, was the 
perfect opportunity to show 
how far he has come.

“I just wanted to go out 
there today and kind of re-
deem myself  a little bit from 
last year,” he said, adding: 
“I just wanted to prove to 
myself  how much I have 
improved.”

During one changeover 
the Australian appeared so 
relaxed that he sat back on 
his chair, arms behind his 
head, and sang along with 
a pop hit being played over 
the stadium loudspeakers.

“Nothing really, just 
chilling out,” Kyrgios said 
afterwards, asked about his 
behaviour. He plays the Bel-
gian qualifier Steve Darcis 
in the last eight.

their last game to stay in the 
race and give themselves 
hopes of  an unlikely turn-
around after picking up a 
solitary point from their 
opening two matches.

Egypt play on Sunday 
against Congo in Alexan-
dria in a match expected to 
produce a routine win and 
which follows 24 hours after 
their two rivals in Group E 

– Uganda and Ghana -- go 
head-to-head in Kampala.

Uganda are two points 
behind Egypt and Ghana 
four points adrift of  the 
group leaders, as they face 
missing out on the World 
Cup after appearing at the 
last three finals.

For Egypt, World Cup 
qualification has been 
something of a Holy Grail 

since their last appearance 
at the tournament in Italy 
in 1990 with several heart-
breaking failures since.
Stressful
Injuries to key players have 
ratcheted up the pressure as 
coach Hector Cuper told a 
press conference in Cairo at 
the start of the week.

“The challenge is stress-
ful, of  course. I‘m taking 

London, Oct. 4 (Reuters): 
Formula One title con-
tender Sebastian Vettel was 
given some good news on 
Wednesday after his Ferrari 
team ruled out a gearbox 
change that would have in-
curred a grid penalty at the 
Japanese Grand Prix.

The German, a four-
time world champion, is 
34 points behind Mercedes’ 

Lewis Hamilton with five 
races remaining, including 
Sunday’s at Suzuka.

The gearbox scare fol-
lowed a bizarre incident 
after last Sunday’s Malay-
sian Grand Prix when his 
car was hit from behind by 
Canadian Lance Stroll’s 
Williams on the post-race 
slowing down lap.

The impact wrecked the 

car’s rear suspension.
A change of  gearbox 

would have meant a five 
place grid penalty for a race 
that Vettel needs to win, 
but Ferrari gave the all-clear 
after a factory inspection.

“The gearbox #Seb5 
(Vettel) used in #Malay-
siaGP is still available,” they 
said on Twitter (@Scuderia-
Ferrari).

London, Oct. 4 (AFP): Man-
chester United legend Roy Ke-
ane has responded to growing 
fears about the damage done 
by concussions in sport by tell-
ing stars to ‘play chess’ if  they 
are worried about getting hurt.

Keane now serves as as-
sistant to Republic of  Ireland 
manager Martin O’Neill and 
his country can no longer call 
on Kevin Doyle after the striker 
retired last week because of  
concussion issues.

The family of former West 
Bromwich Albion striker Jeff  
Astle have launched a founda-
tion to campaign for better pro-
tection for modern players after 
his death at the age of 59 from 
a degenerative brain disease, 
which has been attributed to 

Sydney, Oct. 4 (Reuters): 
Claire Polosak never played 
cricket and failed the um-
pires’ exam “a few times” 
but is set to become the 
first woman to officiate an 
Australian men’s top level 
fixture when New South 
Wales play a Cricket Aus-
tralia XI in a one-day match 
on Sunday.

Polosak, a fixture in 
men’s club matches in Syd-
ney, will take the field with 
veteran umpire Paul Wilson 
at Hurstville Oval, where 
Australian pace bowler 
Mitchell Starc is also ex-
pected to feature for the 
Blues. The 29-year-old, who 
also officiated four matches 
at the Women’s World Cup 
in England earlier this year, 
said becoming an cricket 
umpire had been something 
she was just determined to 
do, despite having no expe-
rience playing the game.

“I never played cricket, 
which is a little bit interest-
ing for some people,” she 

hypertension medicine be-
cause of  it. Life is full of  
stress, but the challenge of  
reaching the World Cup 
is the toughest stress I’ve 
faced,” he said.

Tunisia’s three-point 
advantage over the Demo-
cratic Republic of  Congo 
in Group A has also put 
them in a strong position to 
qualify although both coun-
tries play away on Saturday 
in their penultimate ties.

Tunisia are away in 
Guinea while the Congo-
lese take on Libya.

In Group C, the Ivo-
ry Coast have a narrow 
one point advantage over 
Morocco but have a tough 
match in Mali on Friday. 
Morocco host Gabon, who 
have Pierre-Emerick Auabe-
myang back, on Saturday.

In Group D, all four 
teams are still in with a 
chance as the Cape Verde 
Islands host Senegal and 
Burkina Faso are away in 
Johannesburg to take on 
South Africa.

Only the five group win-
ners advance to next year’s 
World Cup finals.

told reporters in Sydney on 
Wednesday, before adding 
she had been encouraged 
into it by her parents.

”I always fol lowed 
cricket, my parents got me 
into it and Dad would drive 
me up from Goulburn to do 
the umpires course.

“It took a few times to 
pass but it was something I 
was determined to do and 

I kept working through the 
grades in the Sydney com-
petition.”

Polosak has been on the 
Cricket Australia’s develop-
ment umpire panel for the 
past two years and has pre-
viously been a third-umpire 
in men’s domestic cricket.

Despite the expected 
rise in standard this week-
end, Polosak said her prepa-
rations would not change 
for the occasion.

“There’s preparation, 
there’s playing conditions, 
learning the players, having 
a meeting with your team-
mate... discuss what signals 
you’re going to be using, 
how you’re going to com-
municate,” Polosak added.

”Physically, it’s very 
similar stuff  to a player, 
fitness, core strength, back 
and legs because you’re 
standing up on the field for 
seven hours. “I’ve got men-
tal triggers so I‘m able to 
watch every ball as you go, 
so you can settle into that.”

repeated heading of the ball.
Concussion is also an increasing concern in 

rugby union and American football.

“I’m sure there is (a need 
for more research), that’s on-
going. But if  you’re worried 
about the physical side of  
any sport, you’re wary of it, 
then play chess,” Keane said 
on Tuesday. “It’s part of the 
game, whether it be hurling, 
football, American football, 
the rugby lads, it’s part of the 
game.

“When you cross that 
line, there is an element of  
risk involved. I don’t think 
it would make a difference 
to the players playing now. 
When you cross that line, 
there’s a chance that you 
might get a knock. They’re 
the risks you take.”

Keane is sympathic to 
Doyle’s predicament, but the 

former Republic midfielder 
insists all injuries are an oc-
cupational hazard for profes-
sional athletes.

“If  he’s had concussions 
over the years and he feels 
he’s suffering from them, then 
obviously he feels that’s right 
for him,” Keane said.

“But it’s part of the game 
- players picking up injuries 
and getting knocks. He’s a 
centre-forward, he’s going to 
be running the channels with 
centre-halves - it’s what you’d 
expect. “There’s risk involved 
in everything, particularly 
sport. It’s a physical game. 
I think Kevin’s picked the 
right time to say, ‘Enough’s 
enough’. We wish him well, 
of  course.”



I M Vijayan

A match in progress at the ongoing Medziphema Area Football Associa on (MAFA) football 
tournament on Wednesday.

Jacob Zhimomi speaking at the inaugural func on of the 5th All Sumi Badminton Championship at DDBA 
Indoor Stadium, Nagarjan Dimapur on Wednesday.
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NSF Martyrs’ Memorial Trophy 

CRPF football tourney underway at Diphu

KBAK open c'ship held Classic Cup from Nov. 1

Manipur grants fund aid to badminton players

India have quality and determination to impress-Vijayan

All Sumi Badminton Championship underway

Khaibung ‘A’ and MTYO ‘A’ enter semis

Players of G Spor ng Club Dimapur (Green) and Foster’s FC in ac on during their match at Kohima local ground on October 4.
EM Images

Players of Bor-ih FC and Rongphu FC with the chief guest and officials before the match on Wednesday.
EM Images

NWA officials and others during the get together at Kisama on October 2.

Our correspondent
Mokokchung,  Oct.  4 
(EMN): In a one sided 
match, Telongjem FC 
thrashed Dominion FC 4-0, 
thanks to a superb hat-trick 
from their in-form striker 
Nyithog, whose goals came 
in the 8th, 17th and 23th 
minute.

The match was sealed 
with another goal com-
ing from the boots of their 
indispensable midfielder 

Awangbo Kauriniah in the 
32nd minute.

Bendangtoshi, Ngang-
shimanen, from Telongjem 
FC and Arenkaba from Do-
minion were each awarded 
yellow cards.
SSS( Yellow) wins 1:0 
against NU(Lumami)
In an equally contest-
ed match, a lone goal 
by Moatemsu Jamir of  
SSS(yellow)  in the 65 min-
utes against the University 

team proved to be the de-
cider and which winning 
points will play a crucial 
role to advance to the next 
round.
Intermingle Club draws 
Soccer Club Mopung-
chukit 0-0
Intermingle club, one of  
the favourite team of  the 
tournament were held to 
a luckless draw from their 
opponents Soccer club, 
Mopungchukit.

The custodian of Soccer 
club, Mopungchukit was 
the deciding factor. Giving 
their team a precious point 
from the barrage of attacks 
from the Intermingle for-
wards who saved  more 
than three decisive shots 
from inside the D box.

Lulenyuba(j-11) from 
Soccer Club was awarded 
the yellow card in the 41st 
minute for unsporting be-
haviour.

Dimapur, Oct. 4 (EMN): 
The Nagaland Wrestling 
Association (NWA) has 
launched raffle draw for 
wrestling prizes on October 
2 last.

I t  w a s  f o r m a l l y 
launched by Wrestling 
Federation of India (WFI) 
vice president Neikhrolo 
Khalo during the annual 
get together of the NWA at 
Kisama.

The amount generated 
from raffle draw will be 
used for wrestling prizes 
in the forthcoming NWA 
tournament 2018 and also 
for units wrestling meet 
of  the Angami Sports As-
sociation, Chakhesang 
Wrestling Association and 
Zeliang Wrestling Associa-
tion.

The total cash prizes 
for NWA tournament 2018 
has been set at Rs. 7.60 
lakh with Rs. 3 lakh for 
champion, Rs. 2 lakh for 
2nd, Rs. 1 lakh for third and 
Rs. 80,000 for 4th place and 
Rs. 20,000 each for quarter 
finalists.

The NWA has also 
made uniform prize mon-
ey for unit wrestling tour-
nament of  ASA, CWA 
and ZWA. Rs. 1.50 lakh 

Our Correspondent
Kohima, Oct. 4 (EMN): 
Hat-trick scorer Mathew 
Kezhose led from the front 
as Forerunners, 4th NAP 
Thizama beat Putu FC, 
Zhavame 5-1 and made it 
through to the pre-quarters 
of  the ongoing NSF Mar-
tyrs Memorial Trophy here 
at Kohima local ground.

In a match which was 
entirely dominated by 
Forerunners, Kezhose also 
became the highest scorer 
of  the tournament with six 
goals (till date) following 
his second hat-trick of  this 
year’s edition. He scored 
his first hat-trick in the 
preliminary round against 
Pezielietsie colony.

Fo r e r u n n e r s,  w h o 
were the runners-up of  
last year’s edition, made 
an early breakthrough 
in the 2nd minute when 
Agou Lengthang’s touch 
got passed the keeper. Ke-
zhose netted his first goal 
in the 6th minute, while he 
was on target again in the 
12th minute to end the first 
half  3-0.

Moving into the sec-
ond half, it was celebration 
time again for Kezhose 
as he went on to score his 
hat-trick goal in the 61st 
minute. Two minutes later, 
it was humiliation for Putu 
FC as Purakum scored the 
5th goal for Forerunners. 
Putu FC Zhavame also 

scored a face saving goal 
through Vincent in the 67th 
minute.

Playing the second 
match of  the day, G Sport-
ing Club, Dimapur came 
from behind to defeat Fos-
ter’s FC 2-1.

G Sporting Club were 
made to trail in the first 
half  when Vizosie-o Metha 
gave Foster’s FC the lead in 
the 33rd minute, however, 
the Dimapur team came 
back strong in the second 
half  to take the match to 
their favour.

Two goals from their 
skipper Vitsizolie Nagi was 
enough to take G Sporting 
Club to the pre-quarterfi-
nal, wherein, they will next 

play against Forerunners 
FC on Oct. 12.

Nagi found the equalis-
er in the 40th minute, while 
he scored the winning goal 
in the 59th minute, at a 
time when the match al-
most seemed to be heading 
for the tie-breaker.

Though G Sporting 
Club have qualified for the 
round of  last 16, yet, they 
will have a reason to wor-
ry as two of  their players 
Phekting and Sedevikho 
were cautioned with yellow 
cards during the match.
Thursday’s matches  

KVNS vs Speartex FC, 
Kohima at 12.30 p.m

Esü United FC, Manipur vs 
Butchers Union FC at 2 p.m

for Champion, Rs. 1 lakh- 
2nd, Rs. 70,000- third and 
Rs. 50,000 for 4th place. 
Quarter finalists will get Rs. 
10,000 each.

The meeting resolved to 
hold the 26th NWA tour-
nament 2018 by March 
8-9 tentatively. By 2018, 
free style wrestling will be 
played on the first day and 
Naga style on the next day.

The meeting also decid-
ed to have only five category 
of free style from 2018 on-
wards. 57 kgs, 65 kg, 74 kg, 
86 kg and 97 kg for men and 
50 kg, 55 kg, 59 kg, 65 kg 
and 72 kg for women.

The meeting resolved 
that any medal winner of  
the free style who fails to 
represent the state at the na-
tional level will be debarred 
from participation in one 
tournament of NWA.

The meeting also felici-
tated the six Naga wrestlers 
for their successful partici-
pation at the 5th Asian In-
door & Martial Arts Games 
2017 held at Ashgabat, 
Turkmenistan.

Keduovilie Zumu from 
Tuophema village won 
bronze medal in Kazakh 
Kuresh style belt wrestling 
under 90kg category. Zumu 

alongwith 5 other Naga 
wrestlers – Surhoneyi Soho, 
Visevo Zashumo, Vechi-
ta Khesoh, Menuosetuo 
Yiese and Venuzo Dawhuo 
were part of the Indian belt 
wrestling contingent that 
competed at the Ashgabat 
tournament. 

The team was led by 
NWA president Neivikuolie 
Khatsu and general secre-
tary Vekhozo Ringa as of-
ficials.

Khatsu informed that 
the referee refresher course 
will be held on October 19 
while freshers course will 
take place on October 20.

Our correspondent
Diphu, Oct. 4 (EMN): 
The 1st Central Reserve 
Police Force (CRPF) foot-
ball tournament organised 
by 20 Bn. CRPF, Dillaji 
kick started today at Diphu 
Sport Complex near Recre-
ation Park.

The inaugural match of  
the tournament was played 
between Bor-ih Football 
Club and Rongphu Foot-
ball Club. It was a one sided 
match from the start after 
Bharat Lekthe scored two 
goals and opened the ac-
count for Bor-ih FC in the 
first half.  Rongphu FC 
could not find the back of  
the net and the first half  
ended 2-0 in favour of Bor-
ih.

The second half  saw 

Steven Rongpi and Jaspal Tokbi scoring a 
goal each for Bor-ih FC. Rongphu FC could 
only manage a single goal in the second half  
and the first match of the tournament was 
won by Bor-ih FC 4-1.

Earlier, Karbi Anglong Autonomous 
Council (KAAC), Executive Member, 

Ratan Teron graced the inauguration pro-
gramme as the chief guest in the presence 
of Anil Kumar, Commandant 20 Bn CRPF. 

A total of  eight teams from Karbi 
Anglong District are participating in the 
tournament and the final match will played 
on October 7.

Dimapur, Oct. 4 (EMN): 
The 10th Kikruma Bad-
m i n t o n  A s s o c i a t i o n 
Kohima (KBAK) Open 
Championship was held 
on October 2 at the State 
Indoor Stadium, Kohima.

The Championship 
wi tnessed  young and 
old sports enthusiasts’ 
vying for the title. Isaac 
Kronu 1st Class Contrac-
tor (NPWD) graced the 
championship as the chief  

guest, while Chikrokhoyo 
Kezo KBAK President 
chaired the opening cer-
emony.

Onukho and Vekhruo 
lifted the championship 
trophy with Bodi and Ru-
kuto as the runners up.

During the champi-
onship, a new team of  
KBAK office bearers was 
declared by the nomina-
tion committee with Selie 
Puro as its President.

New Delhi, Oct. 4 (PTI): 
I M Vijayan is amazed at 
Indian football's leap from 
amateurism to profession-
alism and feels a decent 
outing in the FIFA U-17 
World Cup will go a long 
way in raising the standard 
of the game in the country.

Vijayan, one of  the 
country's greatest strikers, 
played 79 matches for India 
between 1989 and 2003.

The 48-year-old is op-
timistic that the host na-
tion players could make 
heads turn with their per-
formance.

"I am pretty optimistic 
about a good show. We 
are the host nation and 
our players have gained 
confidence following their 
showings in the prepara-
tory events," Vijayan told 
PTI today.

"I have seen them train 
before and they really im-
pressed me. I can say that 
they have it in them to pro-
duce a creditable perfor-
mance in the World Cup," 
he said three days before 
the start of India's first-ever 

Dimapur,  Oct.  4 
(EMN):  The 23rd 
edition of  Classic 
Cup 2017 under the 
aegis of  Classic Club 
will commence from 
Nov. 1 and will con-
tinue till Nov. 20 at 
Kohima local ground 
stated a press note. 
Registration form 
and Bye-law will be 
available from Oc-

tober 12 at Sports 
Wo r l d ,  o p p o s i t e 
Bank of  Baroda and 
Vaude Ville Hard-
ware, Dzüvürü (Mo-
honkhola).

Tournament di-
rector, Thepfuryua 
Thorie (9436070620) 
informed that the 
last date of  submis-
sion of  form is Octo-
ber 26.

Our Correspondent
Imphal, Oct 4 (EMN): Manipur’s 
Deputy Chief Minister Yumnam Joy-
kumar Singh has disbursed financial 
assistance to parents of four junior bad-
minton players who are representing 
India at the Asian Badminton Champi-
onship (under-15 and under-17) which 
is to be held at Yangon, Myanmar; and 
the World Junior Badminton Champi-
onship (under-19) slated to begin on 
Oct. 9 in Indonesia. 

Singh handed over a sum of  Rs. 
50,000 each to the parents of the four 
players.

Speaking during the occasion, 

Singh said that the Indian badminton 
players were of ‘higher standards’ and 
they will flourish in future in challeng-
ing top players around the world. He 
said that the sport was gaining popular-
ity in India especially in Manipur. 

‘We have a number of  talented 
players who need to be encouraged so 
that they can perform very well in at 
the national and international tourna-
ments,’ he said. 

Countries such as China, Malaysia, 
Indonesia and Denmark have domi-
nated the sport for years ‘but nowadays 
players from India, Japan, Korea and 
Thailand have been challenging them 

levelling up to the top most positions,’ 
the minister asserted.

The deputy chief  minister ex-
pressed confidence that they would be 
able to win medals in major tourna-
ments and ‘even in the Olympics.’

At the Asian Badminton Champi-
onship for 2017, Punshiba Yenkhom 
from Kakching Mayai Leikai will play 
in the Singles; Maisnam Meiraba Lu-
wang from Sega Road will play in the 
Singles for the under-17 category.

 K Dingko and Kh Manjit, both 
from Ningthoukhong will participate in 
the Doubles event at the World Junior 
Badminton Championship.

Dimapur, Oct. 4 (EMN): 
The 5th All Sumi Bad-
minton Championship, 
hosted by the Dimapur 
District Sumi Badminton 
Association (DDSBA), got 
underway this morning at 
DDBA indoor Badminton 
stadium, under the theme 
“Pursuit of Excellence.” 

Jacob Zhimomi, MLA 
graced the opening cer-
emony as the chief  guest 
and declared the tourna-
ment open.

The two days cham-
pionship will give away a 
total prize money of Rs. 1, 
75, 000.

Exhorting the partici-
pants, Khekaho encour-
aged the participants to 
play in true sportsmanship 
with conviction and will 
power in order to achieve 
success in what they pur-
sue.

He said sports is also a platform for 
economic stability and popularity but it will 
not come easy without hard work, determi-
nation and consistency. He was of you view 
that Nagas have great talents and that we 
are good beginners but lack of consistency 
puts us behind others.

He also said there is no substitution for 

hard work.  
Lauding the effort of Dimapur District 

Sumi Badminton Association for having 
organised the event in Dimapur, he en-
couraged the association to strive higher to 
tap the potential of upcoming shuttlers by 
giving them proper guidance in the days 
to come.

Dimapur, Oct. 4 (EMN): The 3rd 
quarter final played between Khaibung 
‘A’ and Khaibung ‘B’ at the ongoing 
Medziphema Area Football Associa-
tion (MAFA) football tournament on 
Wednesday, ended in favour of Khai-
bung ‘A’ with four goals. Lamkhongam 
scored a brace in the 26th and 29th min-
ute and Lalminthang and Lengoulal 
scored a goal each for Khaibung ‘A’ in 
the 58th and 60th minute respectively.

The 4th quarter final match of the 
day saw Medziphema Town Youth 
Organisation (MTYO 'A') humili-
ate Molvom 'A' 10-0. In the match 
Kikrukhrielie scored seven goals for 
(MTYO 'A').

Thursday’s semi-final matches
MVYO 'A' vs Khaibung 'A' at 1p.m
MTYO 'A' vs Riizaphema Youth 

Organization at 3p.m

FIFA tournament.
India have clubbed 

been with Colombia, USA 
and Ghana in the group 
stage.

Vijayan is one of  the 
most decorated Indian foot-
ballers, scoring 40 times 
in his international career 
spanning 15 years.

Vi jayan,  who la s t 
played in 2004 for his home 
team Kerala Police, rep-
resented Mohan Bagan, 

East Bengal, JCT Mills and 
Churchill Brothers.

Talk ing  about  the 
change in Indian football, 
he said, "I think what has 
caught my attention is the 
switch to professionalism. 
Gone are the days when 
we would be carrying water 
bottles from our room into 
the SAI centre in Bangalore 
for our camp." 

Citing another example 
of  lack of  professional-

ism those days, he said, 
"Back then, after a match 
we would be asked if  we are 
injured. But now, you have 
so many doctors, physios, 
coaches to look after the 
players. They are made to 
go through screenings be-
fore a match to assess their 
fitness." 

Vijayan is one of  the 
two government observers 
for football and ahead of  
India's 2019 Asian Cup 
qualifying match against 
Macau, he travelled with 
the team and kept a keen 
eye on every arrangement 
for their practice and the 
match-day facilities.

"I have written to the 
AIFF and government 
about the improvements 
made in the Indian football 
set-up," he said.

He said there was no 
point in comparing Indian 
football with cricket.

"Both has its own space. 
And moreover, both are 
our national teams and we 
should cheer for both. So, 
one should not compare 
between the two sports.

MDFA Trophy


