
People run for cover at the scene of a shooting near the Mandalay Bay resort and casino on the Las Vegas Strip, Sunday, Oct. 1.

Independence supporters march during a demonstration in downtown Barcelona, Spain, Monday.
AP/PTI

Students of GMS Midland, Kohima presenting a song during the 50th anniversary event of the school on Oct. 2.
EM Images
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At least 50 killed in deadliest US mass shooting

Catalonia leaders seek to make independence vote binding At last, Assam Rifles’ Swachh 
Bharat fiasco draws censure

Consider NSCN (K) for peace 
talks, Sumi Hoho tells New Delhi   

Public rally 
in Pughotobo 
protests rape

Govt. official rues ‘imbalance’ in teachers’ placement

EastErn Mirror

Las Vegas, Oct. 2 (AFP/
PTI): A gunman killed at 
least 50 people and wound-
ed more than 200 others 
when he opened fire on a 
country music concert in 
Las Vegas in the deadliest 
mass shooting in modern 
US history. S

Police said today the 
gunman, a Nevada resi-
dent identified as Stephen 
Paddock, had been found 
dead after a SWAT team 
responded to reports of  
multiple gunfire from the 
32nd floor of  the Manda-
lay Bay, a hotel-casino next 
to the concert venue.

"We believe the indi-
vidual killed himself  prior 
to our entry," Las Vegas 
Sheriff  Joseph Lombardo 
told a news conference in 
the Nevada gambling hub.

At least eight rifles 
were recovered from the 
room that had been rented 
by the 64-year-old.

C o n c e r t - g o e r s 
screamed and fled in panic 
as a steady stream of  au-
tomatic gunfire rang out 
at the venue shortly after 
10 pm local time, footage 
captured on smartphones 
showed.

Lombardo told report-

ers that initial estimates 
had put the number of  
dead "at in excess of  50 in-
dividuals" while more than 
200 had been injured.

In a later statement, 
police put the number of  
dead at 50 and said the 
number of  people taken to 
hospital at approximately 
406, although it was not 
immediately clear if  that 
figure included anyone 
who was later pronounced 
dead.

Police said Paddock, 
who lived in a town around 
130 kilometers of  Las Ve-
gas, had opened fire on the 
crowds below from the up-
per reaches of  the giant ho-
tel located on the famous 
Las Vegas Strip.

Paddock's female com-
panion, who had earlier 
been named as a person 
of  interest by police, is be-
lieved to have been located, 
Lombardo added.

Thousands of  fans 
were attending the concert 
next to the Mandalay Bay 
as part of  a three-day coun-
try music festival known as 
Route 91.

Donald Trump was 
briefed on the "horrific 
tragedy", the White House 

Just because something 
doesn't do what you 

planned it to do doesn't 
mean it's useless. 

Thomas A. Edison

Sonam Kapoor acquires 
rights of ‘The Aryavarta 
Chronicles’  | P10

Mirror Takes

No, no! I cannot do this job... I'm 
a Naga, I can't...call your families 
and relatives and let them have it. 

I'll employ them myself. 

~ Arien

Wily Herath spins Sri Lanka 
to Test victory against 
Pakistan |  P12

   Even 1,000 Gandhis cannot 
‘clean India’ without support of 

125 cr Indians —  Modi 

said, and the US president 
took to Twitter to offer his 
"warmest condolences and 
sympathies" to victims and 
families.

Pope Francis said he 
was "deeply saddened" 
by the "senseless tragedy" 
while Britain's Prime Min-
ister Theresa May called it 

an "appalling attack." 
Witnesses told how 

Paddock opened fire with 
an initial long burst, and 
then appeared to reload as 
he continued his spree.

"We heard (what) 
sounded like a glass break-
ing, so you looked around 
to see what's going on and 

then heard a pop, pop, 
pop," Monique Dekerf  
told CNN.

"You'd think for a 
moment okay we're fine, 
there's no more gunfire, 
then it starts again." 

Her sister Rachel said 
it sounded like "the shots 
were coming from the right 

side ... it sounded like they 
were right beside us too ... 
it was right there." 

Best-selling country 
singer Jason Aldean was 
on stage and near the end 
of  his concert when the 
shooting began.

Aldean initially carried 
on playing when the first 

Barcelona, Oct. 2 (IANS): 
A day after a referendum on 
independence for Catalonia 
that was marred by clashes 
between supporters and po-
lice officers, the Spanish re-
gions leaders were meeting 
on Monday to determine 
how to convert the vote into 
a state free from the rest of  
the country.

Catalan leader Carles 
Puigdemont said late Sun-
day that the Spanish region 
had won "the right to state-
hood" and he would soon 
present the result of the 
referendum to the regional 
Parliament to make it bind-
ing, the New York Times 
reported.

"With this day of hope 
and suffering, the citizens 
of Catalonia have won the 
right to an independent 
state in the form of a repub-
lic," Puigdemont said in a 
televised address.

The Catalan govern-
ment announced that 90 
per cent of almost 2.3 mil-
lion voters had voted in fa-
vour of independence. But 
several issues stood in the 
way of a consensus on the 

crackle of  gunfire could be 
heard but then hurried off  
the stage once he realized 
that it was a shooting.

Robert Hayes, a fire-
fighter from Los Angeles 
who was watching the con-
cert near the front of  the 
stage, said he first thought 
the gunfire was some kind 
of  equipment malfunction.

Once he realized what 
was going on, he joined the 
first responders, donning 
one of  their vests.

"Honestly I probably 
pronounced 15-20 people" 
dead, he told Fox News.

"It was pretty much 
like a war scene inside." 

The emergency crews 
used anything to hand as 
makeshift stretchers, in-
cluding tables and metal 
railings normally used to 
control the crowds, said 
Hayes.

Asked if  he thought it 
was an inexperienced gun-
man, he responded: "With 
30,000 people in the arena 
area, it was kind of  like 
shooting goldfish ... He 
didn't have to be good." 

Although the final toll 
has yet to be confirmed, 
it is already the deadli-
est shooting in the United 

States.
The previous deadli-

est shooting came in June 
2016 when 49 people were 
killed at the Pulse night-
club in Orlando, Florida.

It was also the latest in 
a series of  recent deadly at-
tacks at concert venues.

Twenty-two people 
were killed while leaving 
an Ariana Grande concert 
in the northern English 
city of  Manchester in May 
when a suicide bomber 
detonated a nail bomb in 
the foyer.

Ninety people were 
killed in November 2015 at 
the Bataclan venue in Paris 
during a concert by the US 
band the Eagles of  Death 
Metal.

A shocked Aldean told 
his fans via Instagram that 
he and his band was safe.

"Tonight has been be-
yond horrific," the singer 
wrote.

"I still don't know what 
to say ... My Thoughts and 
prayers go out to everyone 
involved tonight.

"It hurts my heart that 
this would happen to any-
one who was just coming 
out to enjoy what should 
have been a fun night.

vote: The figures could not 
be independently verified, 
the voting registers were 
based on a census whose 
validity was contested and 
- most importantly - Spain's 
constitutional court had or-
dered that the referendum 
be suspended.

Spain's Justice Minister 
Rafael Catalá warned on 
Monday morning that the 

central government in Ma-
drid was prepared to use 
its emergency powers to 
prevent a unilateral declara-
tion of independence. 

Under Spanish law, the 
government can take full 
administrative control of  
Catalonia. It is a wealthy 
region of 7.5 million peo-
ple in north-eastern Spain. 
It has its own regional gov-

ernment which already has 
considerable powers over 
healthcare, education and 
tax collection, but is not 
recognised as a separate 
nation under the Spanish 
Constitution.

Amid a harsh response 
from the police to the Sun-
day vote, the turnout was 
only around 42 per cent of  
the 5.3 million eligible vot-

Dimapur, Oct. 2 (EMN): A group asso-
ciated with Swachh Bharat Mission has 
finally spoken against the Assam Rifles’ 
failed attempt to ‘stage-manage a cleanli-
ness drive’ under said mission at a school 
in Mokokchung town. 

Last week, videos and pictures of  As-
sam Rifles personnel being ‘caught red-
handed’ by ‘some vigilant citizens’ while 
the latter group was attempting to stage 
a fake cleanliness exercise at a school on 
Mokokchung went viral. Two local (Eng-
lish) newspapers ran the story on Septem-
ber 29 last. 

“...the modus operandi of  the Assam 
Rifles was to seek permission from the 
school authority, then litter the school 
campus and, later video tape and click pic-
tures of  the students and the jawans clean-
ing the same mess created earlier,” Eastern 
Mirror had reported.

Despite the widespread coverage, in 
print as well as in the digital media, the ex-
pose has been deadpanned – even by the 
governor of  Nagaland, PB Acharya who 

is said to be one among nine personally 
handpicked by Prime Minister Modi to 
lead the nation-wide drive. In addition, the 
governor has chosen ‘nine eminent person-
alities’ in Nagaland as ambassadors of  the 
mission in the state.  

Finally on Monday, October 2, the 
district ambassadors of  Swachh Bharat 
Mission, Mokokchung issued a statement 
expressing complete disapproval of  the 
“alleged exercise” attempted by ‘a para-
military force in Mokokchung town’. 

“Swachh Bharat Mission is a nation-
wide movement led by the highest office 
in the country and, therefore, undertaking 
such stage-managed exercises not only be-
leaguers those who are genuinely working 
hard to clean the country but also insults 
the movement itself  and tarnishes the im-
age of  the good office of  the prime minis-
ter of  India,” it stated. 

The district ambassadors appealed 
everyone to “come forward, cooperate 
and participate in making Mokokchung a 
cleaner district.”

Dimapur, Oct. 2 (EMN): 
The Sumi Hoho has re-
minded the government 
of India that “we cannot 
afford to leave out any 
groups” from the Indo-Na-
ga peace talks. 

The organisation issued 
a press release on Monday 
stating appreciation of the 
central government’s recent 
move to ‘take on board for 

talks’ the working commit-
tee of 6 Naga national po-
litical groups, commonly 
addressed as NNPGs. 

“It has been a heart-
burning desire of every 
Naga that the government 
of India take on board all 
the Naga political groups 
for talks on permanent set-
tlement,’ it stated. 

“...while appreciating 

the GOI for taking NNPGs 
on board for talks, we also 
appeal that due considera-
tion be given to NSCN-K 
for peace talks as we can-
not afford to leave out any 
groups. In this regard we 
urge upon the GOI to take 
up certain confidence build-
ing measures to encourage 
the NSCN-K to come to the 
negotiating table.”

Dimapur, Oct. 2 (EMN): Residents 
of Pughoboto town in Zunheboto dis-
trict on Monday held a public rally to 
protest the rape of a 60-year-old wom-
an, according to DIPR report. 

The rally was organised jointly 
by the Mishilimi Totimi Hoho, the 
Sumi Aphuyemi Totimi Hoho, the 
Mishilimi council and the Mishilimi 
Students’ Union. The report stated 
that the protestors also submitted a 
memorandum to the ADC Pughoboto 
demanding life imprisonment to the 
accused person.    

“ADC Avelu Ruho, in presence of  
the administrative officer, SDPO, and 
DBs assured the gathering that the 
case will be forwarded to the higher 
authority to accord the strictest penalty 
to the accused,” the report read. 

As reported earlier, irate members 
of the public had stormed Pughoboto 
police station on Sunday last to protest 
the rape, and demanded the authori-
ties hand over the accused. The rape 
incident took place in Mishilimi vil-
lage on September 6 last. The accused 
has been identified as one Mukibur 
Rahman.      

Our Correspondent
Kohima, Oct. 2 (EMN): 
While commenting on the 
placement of teachers across 
government-run schools in the 
state, the Director of Rashtriya 
Madhyamik Shiksha Abhiyan 
(RMSA), Nagaland, Limawa-
bang Aier has shared his wish 
for a balanced distribution 
among the districts, particu-
larly in the villages and remote 
areas.

Speaking at the 50th anni-
versary celebration of Govern-
ment Middle School, Midland 
in Kohima on Monday, Aier, 
who graced the function as the 
chief guest, admitted that the 
placement of teachers was not 
balanced when compared in ur-
ban and rural areas. He added 
that Kohima, Dimapur and 
Mokokchung were the major 
pockets of placement as most 
teachers prefer to be posted at 
those districts.

“We have sufficient govern-
ment teachers all over Naga-
land, but the placement is all 
wrong,” Aier said adding that 
“there are excess of teachers in 
these three districts.”

Addressing a host of stu-

ers. A Catalan spokesman 
said more than 750,000 
votes could not be counted 
because polling stations 
were closed and urns were 
confiscated, CNN reported.

The Catalan health 
ministry said 893 people 
were injured in clashes as 
riot police raided polling 
stations, dragged away vot-
ers and fired rubber bullets. 
TV images showed Span-
ish police kicking would-be 
voters and pulling women 
out of polling stations by 
their hair.

Spanish Prime Min-
ister Mariano Rajoy said 
Catalans had been fooled 
into taking part in an illegal 
vote.

The EU backed the 
embattled Spanish govern-
ment. "We call on all rel-
evant players to now move 
very swiftly from confron-
tation to dialogue. Violence 
can never be an instrument 
in politics," the European 
Commission said in a state-
ment posted on Twitter.

More than 40 trade un-
ions and Catalan associa-
tions called a region-wide 
strike on Tuesday due to 
"the grave violation of  
rights and freedoms".

Several thousand peo-
ple gathered outside Barce-
lona's town hall where the 
executive of the autono-
mous Catalan government 
was meeting to discuss its 
next move.

dents, teachers and colony 
leaders on the day, Aier con-
gratulated the school on at-
taining 50 years, while he 
lauded the pioneers and those 
people behind bringing the 
school thus far.

Mentioning that ‘govern-
ment schools are needed for 
the lower strata of the soci-
ety’, Aier urged the ward pan-
chayat and the people of the 
colony to look after the wel-

fare of the school.
While assuring that the 

department will try to do its 
best for the welfare of all con-
cerned, Aier also advised the 
students to strive hard.

“To learn or to read and 
write is simple, but to com-
pete in the real world is tough. 
Obey your parents and teach-
ers as it will do you good in 
the long run,” he said.

To the teachers, he told 

them that they are the back-
bone of the school and the 
society, and encouraged them 
to deliver their best.

“A teacher’s output is 
measured only after a lifetime 
or after a generation. Your 
output will not be visible 
soon. Do not be disheartened 
or frustrated, but work hard 
as you are ultimately running 
the hope of a nation,” Aier 
said.

The guest of honour was Bei-i 
who graced the function in place of  
Viu Belho, a local contractor. Men-
tion be made that, Raneilie Belho, 
father of Viu Belho and also one of  
the first settlers of Midland colony, 
had then donated his plot of land to 
construct the school building.

Presenting the school report, 
Tiamenla Longchar, head teacher of  
GMS Midland appreciated the fami-
ly of Raneilie Belho for donating the 
land, while she thanked all the teach-
ers and students – former as well as 
current – for contributing towards 
the development of the school.

The school was established in 
1967 as a Lower Primary School 
and was later upgraded to Govern-
ment Middle School in 2010, Long-
char informed.

Delivering the keynote address, 
chairman of Midland panchayat, 
Visa Meru also lauded all the people 
responsible for bringing the school 
thus far.

It may be mentioned that the 
school’s 50th anniversary celebra-
tion also coincided with the pancha-
yat day which is observed every year 
on October 2. On the day, the chief  
guest also released a magazine com-
memorating the 50th anniversary 
celebration of the school. 



Nukhu inaugurates Tuli 
College new building
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Deo Nukhu, Benjongliba Aier and Amenba Yaden seen during the inauguration of Tuli College new building.

A group of children presenting an action song during the conference.

Ao Union Dimapur.

Muslim Council Dimapur. 78 CRPF, Sechu, Zubza. Dimapur Bengali Students’ Union.

Nagaland Gandhi Ashram, 
Chuchuyimlang. Ram Janaki Higher Secondary School. Pranab Vidyapith Higher Secondary School.

Chozubami resolves 
to ensure free  
and fair election

Vocation camp at St. Joseph’s  Chumukedima

Cleanliness drive marks Gandhi’s birth anniversary

ZBCC organises children conference

NPF president convenes meeting
In exercise of the powers vide Article V Clause 5 
read with Clause 10 of the Naga People’s Front (NPF) 
Constitution, NPF President Dr. Shürhozelie Liezietsu, 
has convene meeting of the central office bearers to 
discuss the ensuing general convention of the party on 
October 4, 11 a.m. at Central Office, Kohima.

KUK to celebrate Tsokum festival
With the initiative to preserve and showcase the 
rich tradition and culture of the Khiamniungan 
Tribe, the Khiamniungan Union Kohima (KUK) will be 
celebrating the Tsokum festival, a premier festival of 
Khiamniungan on Oct. 5, 10: 30 a.m. at Naga Heritage, 
Kisama. Minister, PWD (R&B) Dr. Niekiesalie (Nicky) 
Kire wil grace the event as chief guest. The union 
invited all the Khiamniungans residing in and around 
Kohima to be part of the festival in traditional attires. 
Following pick up points for transportation will be 
provided - High School junction, Red Cross Building 
junction and CRPF camp Lerie at 8 a.m. Members 
have been requested to reach the pickup points at 
the given time.

PHDD to celebrate Yemshe
The Pochury Hoho Dimapur District (PHDD) will be 
celebrating Yemshe, a premier festival of Pochury 
on Oct. 5 at Chumukedima town council hall, with 
Andrew Ahoto Sumi, chairman cum principal, 
Livingstone Foundation Higher Secondary School, 
Dimapur and president, ANPSA Dimapur unit as the 
chief guest. All Pochuries residing under Dimapur 
district are requested to attend the celebration in 
traditional attire. The hoho also invited all their in-laws 
to the celebration.

PNUK annual assembly
Poumai Naga Union Kohima (PNUK) will be holding its 
annual assembly on Oct. 14, 10 a.m. at Poumai Baptist 
Church, Midland Kohima. PNUK has requested all the 
bonafide village union to send five representatives to 
the meeting.

NCD lauds Ao Senso Telongjem
The Naga Council Dimapur (NCD) has lauded the 
Ao Senso Telongjem Dimapur, for a noble cause by 
cleaning and maintaining the old Naga cemetery on 
the birth anniversary of Ghandiji in the principle of 
‘Swatch Bharat’.  The council also thanked the ASTD for 
its selfless act and also urged other unions, societies 
and hohos to follow the act done by the ASTD.

News iN Brief

Dimapur, Oct. 2 (EMN): 
Advisor Higher Education 
and NBHM Deo Nukhu in-
augurated the new building of  
Tuli College as chief guest on 
Sep. 27.  

Speaking at the inaugural 
programme, Nukhu shared 
his past experience as private 
school teacher and highlighted 
the hardship and obstacles of  
working in private colleges and 
also the problems faced by the 
students studying in such col-
leges. However, he sums up by 
saying that such experiences 
teach one to become a better 

human being in life. He urged 
the students to work hard and 
also appealed to the gathering 
to support and contribute for 
further development of  the 
college. 

Guest of  honour Parlia-
mentary Secretary, CAWD & 
Taxes Dr. Benjongliba Aier, 
in his address stressed on the 
importance of education and 
added that Mokokchung dis-
trict need to have more col-
leges. He said education gives 
knowledge and knowledge 
produces leadership. He also 
urged the students not to focus 

on white collar jobs and not 
to become a burden of  the 
society. Further, Aier advised 
the students to work sincerely 
with the right vision and to 
move with the pace of  time 
and not to be dependent only 
on parents. 

Parliamentary Secretary 
Industries & Commerce and 
NIDC Amenba Yaden, who 
also attended the programme 
acknowledged the hard works 
of the Board of Governors in 
bringing the college to the cur-
rent stage. He also advised the 
students to work hard and to 

WeatHer forecast iN otHer Districts 
Max Min DP rH rf

WoKHa 23.6 18.4 19.7 91 NIL
ZBt 21.5 16.6 18.4 89 7.4
MoN 30.2 22.4 21.4 90 NIL
tUeNsaNG 22.2 17.2 17.8 92 6.1
MKG 25.1 18.2 17.4 71 NIL
PHeK 25.2 18 .21.6 28 9.8
KiPHire 27 19.2 20.7 98 9.2
secHÜ ZUBZa 25 20 21.1 84 1.6
LoNGLeNG 17.4 13.2 9.8 61 20
tseMiNYU 24.2 20.4 21.7 87 NIL
JaLUKie 25 19 21.1 92 NIL
MaNGKoLeMBa 29 23.4 24 85 NIL
*Dew Point (DP) *Relative Humidity (RH) * Rainfall (RF)
Source: Department of Soil & Water Conservation, Nagaland 

be sincere in their efforts.
 The chairman of  the 

Longpong Ward Committee 
Tuli also appealed the gather-
ing to come forward in sup-
porting the college for further 
development.

The programme was also 
attended by ADC and EAC 
of  Tuli sub division, all the 
heads of  the department of  
Tuli town, HOD Department 
of Geography NU Dr. Sangyu 
Yaden and Associate Profes-
sor Department of  English, 
NU Dr. Moanungsang.

A brief  report on infra-
structural development of Tuli 
College was presented by Ad-
ministrator I Nukshi Jamir. 

The programme chaired 
by principal of the college, Ab-
dul Kabir Ahmed; Pastor Tuli 
Lenten Baptist Church Rev. 
C Tongpang invoked God’s 
blessing; welcome address was 
delivered by Chairman Board 
of  Governors of  Tuli Col-
lege L Lepzuk Lemtur; and 
benediction was pronounced 
by Pastor Tuli Town Baptist 
Church Rongsen.

Dimapur, Oct. 2 (EMN): Chozubami Razuve 
Hoho, the apex body of the community in a general 
meeting with leaders on Sep. 23 resolved to sincerely 
ensure clean, free and fair election in the village.

A press release issued by CRH President Dus-
apra Nyekha, stated that considering the ensuing 
2018 State Assembly Election, CRH convened a 
general meeting with public leaders, elders, church 
leaders, village council members, GBs, VDB mem-
bers, women society, students and youth leaders 
and other representatives on Sep. 23 at the village 
and unanimously adopted two-point resolution.

In support of  18 points Clean Election Cam-
paign adopted by NBCC and to which all political 
parties have also signed their commitment to abide 
by it, the CRH resolved to sincerely ensure clean, 
free and fair election in the village. The Hoho 
specifically directed the electorates not to sell their 
precious votes and the aspiring candidates not to 
attempt purchase of  votes belonging to the com-
munity.

 The hoho further resolved that until such time 
common platform is organised by the hoho at ap-
propriate time for all contesting candidates of the 
constituency, no aspiring candidate, canvasser or 
agent from outside the local community shall be 
allowed to enter the village jurisdiction for cam-
paigning purpose. 

The CRH also informed all concerned member 
or aspiring candidate to comply with the resolu-
tions adopted so as to ensure free and fair election, 
peaceful environment and to avoid any unwanted 
situation in and around the village.

Dimapur, Oct. 2 (EMN): 
Three day diocesan vocation 
camp was held at St. Joseph’s 
Parish, Chumukedima from 
Sep. 29 to Oct. 2, with 92 par-
ticipants from 16 parishes of  
the diocese.

St. Joseph’s Parish Priest 
Rev. Fr. Sajan Joseph, accorded 
a cordial welcome by to the 
campers while vocation pro-
moter, Diocese of  Kohima 
Rev. Fr. Renthungo Victor in-
troduced the purpose of  the 
programme.

In the inaugural function, 
the Bishop of  Kohima James 
Thoppil exhorted the camp-
ers to be generous and fervent 
in prayer. Quoting the words 
of  Jeremiah, he said “we are 
known by God before we were 
formed in our mother’s womb 
(Jer 1:4) and this is the greatest 
love God has bestowed on us.” 
He recommended the children 
to pray, reflect and discern the 
will of God.

The first day started with a 
reflection on the theme “Prayer” 
by Rev., St. Joseph Church, 
Chumukedima Parish Priest 
Fr. Sajan Joseph, enlightened 
the gathering on significance 

of praying and emphasised on 
the importance of  prayer by 
elaborating the Lord’s Prayer, 
“Our Father.”  

Rev. Fr. John Nchumbemo 
spoke on the topic vocations, 
the gift of the love of God. He 
encouraged the participants by 
sharing his experiences of life. 
He also cheered the partici-
pants with songs. Rev. Sr. Rita 
Miasalhou, SCCG, the supe-
rior of Holy Redeemer Health 
Centre, elaborated on the topic 
vocation to service. She stressed 
on the church in the service of  
humanity and also listed works 
of Jesus Christ such as preach-
ing, teaching, healing, and acts 
of charity and justice.

Stephen Angami, in his 
address on ‘A consecrated life 
brings joy to the family’ said 
eherever there are consecrated 
people, seminarians, men and 
women religious, young people, 
there is joy.  He said world-
ly things and its attractions 
are short lived and will perish 
sooner or later but doing God’s 
will would bring true happiness 
and joy. 

Vice Principal of NEISSR, 
Dimapur Rev. Fr. John Poji 

officiated the holy mass on 
Sep. 30. During the Eucharistic 
celebration, Fr. John asked the 
campers to answer the call of  
God. “We need to keep in mind 
that religious life is not a way to 
escape family life or problems 
of this world but to live totally 
for the Lord,” he added.

Deliberating on ‘vocation 
in the local church,’ Rev. Fr. 
Marius Zachamo Patton said 
having courage for vocation 
is challenging way of  follow-
ing Christ and it is so rich in 
meaning. Therefore, he urged 
children to pray continuously 
to find that inner desire.

On Sunday, Vicar General 
Diocese of  Kohima Rev. Fr. 
Carolus Neisalhou, in his mes-
sage said God respects one’s 
freedom of  choice and gives 
opportunity to do go in life. 
He also said only people with 
commitment and willingness 
to sacrifice their lives can win 
the world for God and added 
that one’s words are to be cor-
responded with one’s deed. 

The camp culminated with 
a get-together, where varieties 
of  items were presented by 
groups. 

Dimapur, Oct. 2 (EMN): In response 
to the Prime Minister Narendra Mo-
di’s call for ‘Swachhata Hi Seva,’ 
Cleanliness is Service, from Sep. 15 
to Oct. 2, the 3rd anniversary of  the 
‘Swachh Bharat Mission’ and Gandhi 
Jayanti’s birth anniversary, various 
organisations, institutions and gov-
ernment bodies undertake cleanliness 
drive on Oct. 2.
ASTD: The Ao Union Dimapur 
(ASTD) organised a mass social work 
at Naga Cemetery, Dimapur on Mon-
day, Sep. 2. Hundreds of  volunteers 
from respective ranges and village 
units under ASTD took part in clear-
ing the weeds in the cemetery. 

The press release informed that it 
became a tradition for ASTD to ob-
serve Oct. 2 as mass social work day 
since couple of years back. Last year, 
on the same day, the ASTD carried 

out mass social work at the Dimapur 
Airport where more than thousand 
volunteers participated.
NGA Chuchuyimlang: The Nagaland 
Gandhi Ashram, Chuchuyimlang 
observed the 148th birth anniversary 
of Mahatma Gandhi on Oct. 2, with 
Associate Pastor Chuchuyimlang Vil-
lage Baptist Church Temsu Yaden as 
speaker.

In his speech Yaden highlighted 
the relevance of Mahatma Gandhi in 
the present day scenario. He exhorted 
the gathering to emulate four main 
principles of  Gandhian teachings, 
namely – simple living high thinking, 
service before self, non-violence and 
vision of humanity. 

To mark the occasion, cleanliness 
drive and competition on Mahatma 
Gandhi’s favourite Christian hymns 
were organised for eight primary 

schools of Chuchuyimlang village and 
Chuchu town.  
78 CRPF: The 78 CRPF observed 
‘Swachhata Hi Sewa’ campaign from 
September 15 to October 2, by con-
ducting cleanliness drive at unit Hqs. 
and various places of  Zubza villages 
under the leadership of Commandant 
Neeraj Yadav.

The campaign was launched on 
September 15 by cleaning the sur-
rounding areas and road sides of  
Sechu, Zubza village. 

During the campaign officers, men 
and their families actively participated 
in the activities along with local people 
of Sechu Zubza village, staff of Prima-
ry Health Center Sechu, Zubza, chil-
dren of Government Primary School.  
Banners with slogans on “Swachhata 
Abhiyan” were also displayed at vari-
ous prominent places. 

The team also organised cleaned 
PHC and GPS and also villagers were 
made aware about the importance of  
waste disposal and clean surrounding 
and also the aim of the central govern-
ment to make ‘India clean’ by 2019  as 
a tribute to mark the 150th Birth An-
niversary of Father of the nation.

The campaign  culminated  on  
October 2  at unit Hq by paying  rich 
tributes  to the  father of  the nation 
on his birth anniversary followed by 
taking  pledge  for maintaining clean-
liness.

To ensure better hygiene and  sani-
tation in the camp and to augment the  
existing  basic  amenities, five more 
toilets and one wash basin fitted with 
four  taps with the facility of running 
water, constructed on self-help basis, 
have been dedicated for the use of unit 
personnel on the occasion by the unit 

commandant.
PVHSS: Students and teachers of  
Pranab Vidyapith Higher Secondary 
School (PVHSS), Dimapur observed 
3rd Swachch Bharat Diwas on the 
Oct. 2 and also to commemorate the 
Birth Anniversary of Mahatma Gan-
dhi, father of  the nation and former 
Prime Minister of India.

On the occasion, students cleaned 
all the class rooms of  both the cam-
puses and a part of  Railway Bazar 
area under the guidance of  all the 
teachers.
RJHSS: In commemoration of Gan-
dhi Jayanti and in response to the 
Prime Minister Narendra Modi’s 
call to the countrymen for ‘Swachch 
Bharat Abhiyan’, Ram Janaki Higher 
Secondary School (RJHSS), staff  and 
students undertook cleanliness from 
Clock Tower area to Dhobinala Police 

Point.  School management and sec-
ondary teachers and students cleaned 
the school surrounding, Thakurbari 
and GS Road, Dimapur. 
MCD: On the cccasion of  Gandhi 
Jayanti, members of Muslim Council 
Dimapur along with DMC and other 
organisations carried out cleanliness 
drive on Oct. 2.
DBSU: In commemoration of  Gan-
dhi Janyanti, Dimapur Bengali Stu-
dents’ Union (DBSU) organised 
Swachh Bharat Abhiyan at Dimapur 
Railway Station, NST bus stand and 
some places in Dimapur town area 
on Oct. 2.

Thomas Sangtam AGM NST bus 
terminal Dimapur lauded the activities 
by DBSU. President DBSU Shubham 
Nath extended gratitude to office au-
thority of NST and NF Railways for 
their cooperation. 

D i m a p u r,  O c t .  2 
(EMN): Zeme Baptist 
Church Council organ-
ised the 17th children 
conference was held 
from Sep. 29 to Oct. 1 
at Jalukie town Local 
Baptist Church with 
the theme “The Love 
of  God (1 Corinthians 

13).”  
A total of  1122 del-

egates from different 
churches under ZBCC, 
Peren attended the con-
ference.

According to the 
press release the main 
focus of  the conference 
was holistic nurturing, 

mentoring, counselling 
and spiritual awakening 
based on the theme.

The conference was 
held with resource per-
sons from different field 
and places. The camp 
was supervised by about 
150 teachers/mentors 
and 50 guardians.
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A section of the resource persons and audience who attended a seminar about youths’ participation in politics seen here on October 2 in Kohima.

Limawati Ao and KV Ramachandran seen inside the AIR studio during the launch of FM Tragopan in Kohima 
on October 2.

Dr. Neikiesalie Kire speaking at the first general conference of the Upper PWD Youth Organisation in 
Kohima.

State

AIR launches new radio 
programme FM Tragopan

PWD youth meet for conference amid calls for unity

Union Baptist Church hosts seminar on rights 

No Lokayukta unless ‘prior 
sanction’ clause is removed—Acaut

‘Hope for change in Nagaland 
in the hands of young voters’
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EM Images

EM Images

Our Correspondent
Kohima, Oct. 2 (EMN): 
With a considerable force 
of  2, 96, 698 voters reg-
istered with the Election 
Commission of  India, Na-
galand has a crucial role 
to play through ethical ex-
ercise of  their franchise to 
vote based on the principle 
of  ‘one person one vote’ in 
bringing good governance. 

The National Students 
Union of  India (Nagaland 
unit) organised a semi-
nar on politics with the 
theme ‘...be the change’ for 
young voters. The event 
understood the influence 
of  the youths as having the 
strongest power to bring 
change and to transform 
the system of  governance 
through the right to vote 
especially in the context of  
the  forthcoming general 
elections in 2018.

The seminar aimed to 
motivate young voters from 
the political, religious and 
academic perspective to 
create awareness and to 

encourage participation 
‘for a secure future.’

The seminar was organ-
ised in commemoration of  
the 148th birth anniversary 
of  Mahatma Gandhi to 
create awareness among 
the youth about their role 
and moral obligation to 
participate in the elections. 
The programme was held  
in the conference hall of   
the Congress Bhavan on 
October 2.

Speaking about the 
‘role of  youngsters in de-
mocracy,’ the vice chancel-
lor of  Nagaland University 
Professor RC Gupta said: 
‘With the youth compris-
ing majority of  the total 
population, the roles and 
responsibilities of  the youth 
in a democratic country 
can no longer be ignored or 
underestimated.’

While pointing out that 
the youths have a major 
role to play in shaping the 
stature of  a country and 
state, he said that educa-
tion was the primary re-

quirement to empowering 
them. This can give birth 
to revolutionary ideas and 
thoughts, he said. 

However, he noted with 
concern, due to unemploy-
ment problems and ‘imbal-
ance in the private and pub-
lic relationship,’ the youth 
are detaching themselves 
far from the democratic 
process. Prof. Gupta em-
phasised on the need to take 
certain corrective measures 
to increase participation 
of  youth: he emphasised 
on the need to reintegrate 
the youth in the decision-
making process, prepare a 
new army of  youths who 
can fight for their rights 
ad participate at all levels 
of  decision-making. The 
professor strongly felt that 
the youth can transform the 
functions of  a society and 
the nation.
‘Right candidates the main 
solution’ 

Observing the unfortu-
nate political trend and the 
absence of  a stable political 

system in the state, senior 
journalist and editor North 
East Press Service Oken 
Jeet Sandham said that the 
core solution lies in electing 
the ‘right candidates’ in the 
next general election.

Speaking about ‘moral 
obligation on young vot-
ers,’ Sandham said moral 
obligation was not a law. 
It is the morality of  an 
individual to influence or 
change the system of  elec-
tion. While advising the 
young voters to refrain from 
accepting money from any 
candidate, he opined that 
the response of  the youth 
in the forthcoming election 
will determine the future of  
the people of  the state.

He commented that 
the state, with it ‘immobile 
and inactive politics,’ is in 
a crucial political phase 
where many leaders who 
are supposed to be run-
ning the affairs of  the state 
have become just followers; 
they are ignorant of  ‘the 
truth and facts’ and failing 

KG-2036

to perform their duties as 
elected representatives of  
the people.

Young voters are urged 
to take steps, study and 
learn about the things 
happening around and to 
educate the masses and 
lead the way in electing the 
‘right candidate’ in the next 
election.

Terming social media 
as an alternative and pow-
erful media for political 
narrative and aspirations, 
another speaker Captain 
GK Zhimomi, general sec-
retary of  the Nagaland 
Pradesh Congress Com-
mittee and member of  the 
AICC’s social media said 
there was no choice but to 
stay in the game of  social 
media.

Describing it as a pow-
erful tool where informa-
tion and messages are re-
layed, Zhimomi spoke on 
the topic ‘embrace and 
understand social media.’ 
He said it can change the 
perceptive and narrative 
of  politics and cannot be 
wished away in today’s 
time.

Giving a brief  highlight 
about the advantages of  
social media and its use, he 
noted that it was a ‘good 
platform’ where the public 
are at liberty to share their 
thoughts, ideas and opin-
ions with no sense of  cen-
sorship and sharing of  real 
time information between 
the users.

However, the speaker 
threw in a word of  cau-
tion to the youngsters to 
be cautious and judicious 
about what one writes and 
endorses; and to keep one’s 
eyes and ears open to de-
rive maximum benefit out 
of  social media.

Our Correspondent
Kohima, Oct. 2 (EMN): 
Another milestone for the 
All India Radio (AIR) at 
Kohima: a new programme 
called FM Tragopan has 
been launched on Oct. 2. 
The new programme was  
launched by the director 
of  Information & Publicity 
Relations Limawati Ao, the 
chief  guest of  the event, at 
the Akashvani conference 
hall.

With the launch of  
the new programme, FM 
Tragopan can be heard 
daily from 6 AM to 9:30 
PM. This was informed KV 
Ramachandran, deputy di-

rector general (engineering) 
of  Kohima AIR.

Listeners in Kohima 
can tune into FM Trago-
pan 103 Megahertz, while 
all FM relay centres in-
stalled at Dimapur, Me-
luri and Shamator can be 
heard at 100.1 Megahertz. 
Listeners in Phek can tune 
in to 102.1 Mega Hertz 
FM Channel, which was 
commissioned on Octo-
ber 2.

Speaking at the pro-
gramme, Ao lauded the 
officers and staff  members 
of  AIR for coming up with 
the new feature.

 ‘Radio plays a big role 

in the life of  the people, 
particularly the rural popu-
lace,’ Ao said. The offi-
cial recalled that the main 
source of  information and 
entertainment during the 
‘60s, ‘70s, and the ‘80s was 
through the radio.

 “Today, Kohima has an 
FM channel of  our own. I 
am delighted to be a part of  
the launching programme 
of  FM Tragopan, while I 
wish the family of  AIR the 
very best for the future,” he 
said. The officer expressed 
hope that the platform of  
FM Tragopan will be able 
to highlight the ‘talents of  
the people of  Nagaland.’

Dimapur, Oct. 2 (EMN): The anti-cor-
ruption platform Against Corruption and 
Unabated Taxation (Acaut) has made it 
clear that it will not accept the Lokayukta 
‘unless the clause of  prior sanction of  the 
appropriate authority is removed.’ 

The Acaut has also asked the govern-
ment to stop playing dilly-delaying tactics  
about implementing the Lokayukta Bill.

The Acaut issued a press release on 
Monday informing about a meeting 
with the committee. According to the 
press release, the meeting of  the Acaut 
of  Nagaland with the Standing Commit-
tee on the formation of  Lokayukta was 
conducted on Sep. 26 at the Secretariat 
Assembly. 

The meeting was stated to have been 
presided over by Levi Rengma, parlia-
mentary secretary for Housing), the press 
release informed. 

The organisation stated: “Acaut Na-
galand raised the concerns on the pow-
ers and functions of  the Lokayukta and 
pointed that for Lokayukta to have teeth 
and be effective in tackling the systemic 
and pervasive corruption it was impera-
tive to have an Investigative wing, pros-
ecution wing and have the provision for 

Lokayukta to take up case Suo-moto.”
“The ACAUT members also made 

it clear that the Lokayukta cannot be ac-
cepted unless the prior sanction of  the ap-
propriate authority clause is removed.”

On raising these concerns, the sub-
committee for drafting the Lokayukta 
decided have a next round of  meeting 
on Oct. 7 and ‘iron out the concerns,’ the 
statement informed. 

The Acaut has also informed that the 
organisation will be drafting ‘points of  
Lokayukta’ to be submitted to the draft-
ing sub-committee on Lokayukta and 
‘till such time the ACAUT Nagaland has 
put on hold the public resolution for “All 
Nagaland” agitation.’

While the ACAUT Nagaland is “all 
out working with sense of  urgency for 
implementation of  the Lokayukta Bill at 
the earliest,” the press release stated, the 
government of  Nagaland is “reminded 
not to play dilly-delaying” tactics in the 
implementation of  the Lokayukta Bill.

Further, the press release added, the 
government is “once again reminded 
to immediately terminate those back-
door appointments made post 6th June 
2016.”

per PWD Youth Organisa-
tion of Kohima was formed 
in the year 2004 but due 
to financial constraints, its 
general conference couldn’t 
take place over a span of  
12 years.

A new constitution was 
adopted for the colony and 
new office bearers for the 
year 2018-20 was elected 
during the session.

A monolith commemo-
rating the first general con-
ference was unveiled by Kire 
outside the NPWD’s office 
premises.

Dimapur, Oct. 2 (EMN): The Union 
Baptist Church of Kohima conducted a 
seminar based on the topic “know your 
rights” on Sep. 30.

The president of  the Nagaland 
Voluntary Consumer Organisation 
(NVCO) Kezhokhoto Savi, Advocate 
was the speaker of the event, a press 
release from the organisation stated on 
Monday. 

During the event various topics 
were part of the discourse. The topics 
included Human Rights, consumer 
rights, National Food Security Act, 
Article 371A of  Indian Constitution 
in respect of the land “where the entire 
surface of the earth crust within the ter-
ritory of Nagaland can be owned by the 
Naga Indigenous and not by the non-
indigenous inhabitants of Nagaland,” 
the press release stated.

Other topics of discussion include 
the Food Safety & Standard Act, 
RTI, public services delivery system, 
medical negligence, Street Vendors 
(protection of livelihood & regulation 
of street vending) Act, Clean Election, 
Nagaland state consumer helpline with 
toll free No. 1800-345-3702 and envi-
ronment protection. The issues were 
highlighted by the speaker during sev-
eral sessions of the event with special 
reference to citizen rights and duties, it 
was informed. Savi said that a right was 
a privilege granted to the person ‘who is 
entitled for it.’ 

“There are basic rights granted to a 
person, by birth, which can be called as 
natural rights. Human rights entitled to 
a person, to ensure the protection of his 
life, freedom and liberty, equality and 
dignity,” Savi said.

Further, the speaker stated also that 

Human Right was a symbol of hope. It 
is the need of the hour as violation of  
human rights has become a day-to-day 
event in the society and churches are to 
play an active role in promoting peace, 
justice and social transformation, he 
said at the event. 

The speaker also talked about the 
National Food Security Act 2013. The 
National Food Security Act was also 
implemented by Nagaland a year ago 
which is to give access to adequate 
quality food at affordable prices to peo-
ple to live a life with dignity, the updates 
stated. Households covered under the 
Antyodaya Anna Yojana (AAY) can 
be entitled to 35 kg of food grains per 
month and for the Priority Household 
(PHH) 5 kg per person per month at the 
rate of Rs.3 per kg for rice and Rs.2 per 
kg for wheat. 

‘The right to food is freedom from 
hunger. The citizen’s right to be free 
from hunger enshrined in Article 21 
of  India Constitution and it is to be 
ensured the fulfilment of  the obliga-
tions of the state set out in Article 39 
(a) and Art.47 of  the constitution of  
India. Many poor people around the 
world are going to die because they do 
not get enough food to eat,’ Savi told 
the gathering. 

In another matter, the speaker said 
that the State Human Rights Com-
mission was yet to be constituted in 
Nagaland. Savi, one of the convenors 
of  the anti-corruption organisation 
the Against Corruption and Una-
bated Taxation (Acaut) had in details 
highlighted the ‘present scenario of  
corruption prevailing in Nagaland and 
the urgent requirement of Lokayukta 
in the state. 

“The state government had ter-
ribly failed to consider the wishes of  
the people as a welfare state including 
totally ignoring the resolutions adopted 
on 25th August Public Rally hosted by 
Acaut Nagaland in Dimapur,” the press 
release stated. He said that the Acaut 
can never allow the state government 
to include any provision of prosecution 
sanction in the proposed Lokayukta. 

“The congregation had recom-
mended to introduced Public Services 
Delivery system which is of time-bound 
services and Street Vendors (Protection 
of Livelihood & Regulation of street 
Vending) Act especially to encourage 
the local people to sell their products 
i.e., organic in state capital,’ the press 
release stated. 

The statement explained that the 
congregation had also commented 
that awareness on consumer rights is 
still lacking in the town as well as in ru-
ral / villages. ‘By coming to know our 
consumer rights we realise many more 
related rights such as food safety and 
standard, RTI, medical negligence; to 
insist on receipt; check the price and 
expiry date and other information; 
fight against unfair business prac-
tices; metre box reading in electricity 
bills; check GST; check sub-standard 
food items and deficiency services 
in our daily needs,’ the press release 
explained.

Further, Savi expressed optimism 
‘about the removal of 26 parliamentary 
secretaries and 9 advisors which is lying 
before the principal seat of  Gauhati 
High Court and the allowing of only 
12 ministers would certainly promote 
clean election in the forth coming state 
general assembly election.

ing forward together.” He 
said that unity had become 
‘more difficult’ and that there 
was a lot of people who ‘give 
negative points and even if  
we think it is correct.’ 

‘We try to do something; 
there will be people who give 
different ideas,’ remarked 
Kire. He suggested that dur-
ing such gatherings all the 
tribes are represented or giv-
en a post so that the colony 
becomes more united while 
also getting to know more 
people.

Kire emphasised that 
nowadays ‘we don’t have 
concern for people any-
more’ and urged the youth 
to render more community 
service. It is more blessed to 
give than to receive, he said.

The minister also urged 
the youth organisation to 
‘sustain the organization in 
the long run through hard 
work and effort instead of  
depending on easy money.’

It was informed that Up-

Our Correspondent
Kohima, Oct. 2 (EMN): 
The first general conference 
of  the Upper PWD Youth 
Organisation in Kohima was 
held at the Nagaland Public 

Works department’s office 
complex in the capital town 
on Monday. The event was 
conducted with the theme 
“excel for unity”.

The minister for Roads 

and Bridges Dr. Neikiesalie 
Nicky Kire attended the 
occasion as the chief guest. 
In his address, he called 
upon the youths to be united 
dwelling on the motto “mov-
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National Cleanliness Day observed in Manipur 

2nd Manipur Catholic Women 
Convention concludes 

Assam to gift Khadi dress 
to government employees

KAAC pays tribute to Mahatma Gandhi 

Manipur government 
encourages night life

New Meghalaya governor to 
be sworn in on Thursday

Tripura scribes press for CBI 
probe into reporter’s murder

Our Correspondent
Imphal, Oct. 2 (EMN):  
Gandhi Jayanti or National 
Cleanliness Day was ob-
served across the state of  
Manipur in commemo-
ration of  the 148th birth 
anniversary of  Mahatma 
Gandhi on Monday.

A state level observation 
was held with the state Gov-
ernor Dr Najma A Heptulla 
and Chief  Minister Non-
gthombam Biren Singh as 
chief  guest and functional 
president at the Gandhi Me-
morial Hall in Imphal.The 
cabinet ministers, chief  sec-
retary, senior officials also 
attended the observation.

Addressing the func-
tion, Governor Dr Heptulla 
said that the state of  clean-
liness which is maintained 
during the observance of  
the national cleanliness day 
should be made a regular 
feature – a way of  life.

It should not be just 
a normal observance but 
a wake – up call for all to 
maintain high standards of  
cleanliness in our homes, 
workplace, roads, streets 
and public place.

EM Images

MAHUD minister Th Shyamkumar (centre) being felicitated during the closing function of  the Catholic 
women’s convention near Imphal on Monday.

EM Images

Manipur Governor Dr Najma Heptulla laying wreath at the statue of Mahatama Gandhi during  National 
Cleanliness Day observation in Imphal on Monday

Mirror Crossword 1612sud0ku 1452
Every Sudoku has a unique solution that can be 
reached logically. Enter numbers into the blank 
spaces so that each row, column and 3x3 box 
contains the numbers 1 to 9.

ACROSS
 1. Outbuilding
 5. Trades
 10. Monster
 14. Yachting cap
 15. Dimwit
 16. An old spelling of “True”
 17. Colored part of an eye
 18. Snakelike
 20. 10-sided polygon
 22. Cleaning device
 23. Uncooked
 24. Gangs
 25. Rattlesnake
 32. Bay window
 33. A giant with 100 eyes (Greek 

mythology)
 34. Liveliness
 37. Valuable metal
 38. Clever
 39. Lunch or dinner
 40. N N N N
 41. Habitual practice
 42. Crown
 43. In a purposeless manner
 45. Excuse
 49. Buffoon
 50. Deep purplish red
 53. Enraged
 57. Responsibility
 59. Govern
 60. Midday
 61. Coming and _____
 62. Feudal worker
 63. Hot rum drink
 64. Malice
 65. Sun 

DOWN
 1. Slip
 2. Not there
 3. Sweeping story
 4. Rendered weaponless
 5. Renounce
 6. Biblical garden

 7. What we breathe
 8. Cuts off
 9. Goulash
 10. Aquatic mammal
 11. Complain
 12. Regenerate
 13. Decorative jugs
 19. They hold up heads    
  21. Jail (British)
 25. Venician magstrate
 26. Weightlifters pump this
 27. Afflicts

 28. A type of small 
mammal

 29. Boasts
 30. Yes
 31. Slice
 34. Legumes
 35. Nobleman
 36. Participate in games
 38. South southeast
 39. Fails to detonate 
 41. Utilizing
 42. Rip

 44. Lollygag
 45. Amidst
 46. Work hard
 47. Snow house
 48. Existence
 51. Labels
 52. At the peak of
 53. Typeface
 54. Dethrone
 55. Forearm bone
 56. Clairvoyant
 58. 3 in Roman numerals

SOLUtiOnS tO SUd0kU 1451
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She pointed out that the 
Swachhta Hi Seva, ‘Clean-
liness is Service’, a cam-
paign which started from 
September 15 and conclud-
ed on Gandhi Jayanti, is an 
initiative of  Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi.On the 
other hand, Chief  Minis-
ter Biren said that people 
should not only focus on 
cleaning their surround-
ings, but also aim to free 

their minds of  negativity, 
hatred, enmity, communal-
ism and corrupt thoughts.

Urging the masses to 
maintain peaceful co-ex-
istence, he said, “Good 
thoughts will pave the way 
to a better society and lead 
to progress and develop-
ment of  the nation.”

Informing that the Im-
phal Evenings which is 
scheduled to be launched 

tonight is an initiative to 
provide family- oriented 
evening life, he sought sup-
port and cooperation from 
the public for the successful 
implementation of  the new 
government.

Conveying that several 
welfare schemes for the 
people are in the pipeline, 
Biren also asserted that 
since his government was 
formed, several potholes 

had been mended and 
repaired however, inces-
sant rain over the past few 
months has resulted in the 
washing away of  the re-
paired roads.

There are also reports 
of  observing National 
Cleanliness Day at various 
parts of  the state. Former 
Manipur Chief  Minister O 
Ibobi led congress leaders 
also attended Gandhi Jay-
anti function at Manipur 
Pradesh Congress Com-
mittee (I) office at Congress 
Bhavan in Imphal.

Meanwhile in continu-
ation of  the Swachhta Pa-
khwada (Cleanliness fort-
night), security personnel 
mostly Manipur Police and 
Manipur Rifles stationed 
at various locations includ-
ing those in the district 
headquarters conducted 
cleanliness drive at their 
respective areas.

As part of  the program, 
a cleanliness drive was also 
conducted in the Mini Sec-
retariat of  Senapati district 
under the supervision of  
the Deputy Commissioner, 
Athem Muivah.

Guwahati, Oct. 2 (IANS):  
In a tribute to Mahatma 
Gandhi, the Assam govern-
ment has decided to gift 
Khadi clothes to all govern-
ment employees, Finance 
Minister Himanta Biswa 
Sarma said on the Mahat-
ma’s 148th birth anniversary.

The Bharatiya Janata 
Party-led government has 
asked the Khadi Board 
to execute the plan, Sar-
ma told reporters on the 
sidelines of  a function on 
Monday.

“I think this will also 
help in reviving the dying 

Khadi Board. If  the Board 
can execute this properly, 
we can also think of  mak-
ing school uniforms of  
Khadi cloth,” said Sarma.

The Minister, however, 
said that there would not 
be any pressure on the em-
ployees to wear Khadi.

“We can give shirts to 
men and salwar to women 
employees. We are going 
to give coupons to the em-
ployees and they can get it 
from any of the stores of the 
Khadi Board.”

“We are not going to 
force them to wear the 

dress,” he said, adding that 
employees would wear the 
dress on their own as Khadi 
“looks so good”.

He said the gifts will 
hopefully be given to the 
employees before the Ron-
gali Bihu in April.

There are four lakh em-
ployees under the state 
government and such a 
plan would cost the state 
exchequer more than Rs 
12 crore.

Sarma said the gov-
e r nm ent  ha s  a l r ea dy 
earmarked funds for the 
project in the budget.

Imphal, Oct. 2 (IANS): A Manipur Chief Minister N. 
Biren Singh on Monday night inaugurated a night plaza, 
known as Imphal Evening, in the heart of Imphal city 
that he said will give people a chance to relax and enjoy.

Inaugurating it he said, “This will give a chance to the 
people to relish tasty food, enjoy cultural shows, colourful 
dances. They could relax for a few hours. These will be 
irresistible attraction for tourists.”

Till recently people preferred to stay indoors after 
nightfall in the insurgency afflicted border state. 

The night plaza will be open on Saturdays and Sun-
days.  Singh said: “There will be strict prohibition and no 
abuse of intoxicants. It will be a no smoking zone. The 
government is trying to give a pleasant chance to spend 
the weekends to all sections of people after days of hard 
work.”

Congress MLA K. Joykishan, the party spokesperson, 
said, “There are illegal drinking joints only a few metres 
away from Imphal Evening. There will be problems when 
youths under the influence of liquor converge there.”

He said, “Chief Minister Biren has been reluctant to 
lift the AFSPA saying that law and order is still unstable. If  
it is so normalised then the government should take steps 
to lift it.” Forest Minister T. Shyamkumar said: “This is 
the first step. Ordinary shops in other parts of the city shall 
be opened in due course.”

Apart from dance and music, various kinds of vegetar-
ian and non-vegetarian food items are on sale there. Police 
said that security measures are being tightened to ensure 
that there is no untoward incident. The plaza remains 
open till 10 p.m.

Shillong, Oct. 2 (PTI): The 
swearing-in ceremony of  
the newly appointed Gov-
ernor of Meghalaya, Ganga 
Prasad, will be held on Oc-
tober 5 at the Raj Bhavan 
here, officials said today.

Prasad will be sworn-in 
by the Chief Justice of Meg-
halaya High Court Dinesh 
Maheshwari in the presence 
of  chief  minister and his 
cabinet at 4 pm, they said.

The former member of  
Bihar Legislative Council 
Ganga Prasad was appoint-

ed as the Governor of Meg-
halaya by President Ram 
Nath Kovind on September 
30. Prasad has been a mem-
ber of the legislative council 
in Bihar for 18 years.

He was a businessman 
by profession, joined poli-
tics as a Jan Sangh member 
in 1967 and held various 
organisational posts in it as 
well as in the BJP.

His son Sanjeev Chau-
rasia is a BJP MLA from 
Digha constituency in Bihar 
s Patna district.

Agartala, Oct. 2 (IANS):  Journalists in 
Tripura on Monday held an hour-long sit-in 
here demanding a CBI probe into the murder 
of local television journalist Santanu Bhow-
mik on September 20.

Eleven journalists’ organisations, led 
by Tripura Newspaper Society President 
Subal Kumar Dey, held the demonstration 
in front of Mahatma Gandhi’s statue near 
Raj Bhavan on the Mahatma’s 148th birth 
anniversary. They vowed to continue the 
agitation until the state government asks the 
Central Bureau of Investigation to inquire 
into the killing.

“Before and after the killing of  jour-
nalist Santanu Bhowmik, there has been 
negligence on the part of Tripura Police. If  
the CBI probes the killing, the truth would 
come out,” Dey said while addressing the 
demonstration.

Deputy Inspector General of  Police 
(Southern Range) Arindam Nath told IANS 
that so far three people, including main ac-
cused Sachin Debbarma, have been arrested 
for the killing of the 28-year-old journalist, 
who went to Mandai (35 km north of here) 
to cover the violent activities of a tribal party.

Meanwhile, a Special Investigative Team 
(SIT), constituted by the state government 
to probe the killing, has already started its 
inquiry. The five-member SIT is headed 
by senior IPS officer Inspector General of  
Tripura State Rifles and Training G.S. Rao.

The other members of the SIT are IPS 
officer and Deputy Inspector General (CID) 
Uttam Majumder, Additional Superintend-
ent of  Police Kishore Debbarma, Deputy 
Superintendent of Police (CID) Prithwish 
Bhattacharjee and Inspector Nityananda 
Majumder.

Police said 29-year-old Jiban Debnath, 
driver of a private vehicle, was still missing 
since September 20 and a search was on for 
him. A journalist of  a Delhi-based news-
paper had hired the private vehicle to visit 
Tripura Tribal Areas Autonomous District 
Council headquarters at Khumulwng along 
with a local guide.

Police, quoting the FIR, said members 
of the Indigenous People’s Front of Tripura 
attacked them and set the vehicle afire. While 
the journalist and his guide reported to the 
police on September 21, the driver continues 
to remain missing

Our Correspondent
Diphu, Oct. 2 (EMN): 
Along with the rest of  the 
states, on the occasion of  
Gandhi Jayanti, Karbi 
Anglong Autonomous 
Council (KAAC), Chief  
Executive Member (CEM) 
Tuliram Ronghang paid 
floral tributes to Mahatma 
Gandhi, the Father of  the 
Nation of  India on his 
148th birth anniversary at 
Gandhi Park.

The representatives of  

KAAC and other dignitar-
ies paid tributes to Gandhiji. 
It also remembered the birth 
anniversary of  Lal Baha-
dur Shastri second Prime 
Minister of India in Diphu 
as well.

Meantime, on the occa-
sion of  Gandhi Jayanti, in 
order to fulfil the dream of  
Narendra Modi, a cleanli-
ness drives (Swachjeta Hi 
Seva) was also conducted at 
Diphu Civil Hospital which 
was led by KAAC, CEM 

Tuliram.  He also asked 
medical in charge to look 
over the matter of  Diphu 
Civil hospital and suggested 
to make the hospital clean 
within a month. 

Talking to media, Rong-
hang said that, ‘team Karbi 
Anglong will always be try-
ing to fulfill the dream of  
India Prime Minister Naren-
dra Modi ,(Swachjeta Hi 
Seva) a cleanliness drives 
to make mission on clean 
India.’

Our Correspondent
Imphal, Oct. 2 (EMN): The 
closing function of the three-
day 2nd Manipur Catholic 
Women Convention, 2017 
was held at the Christ Jyoti 
School, Mantripukhri in 
the outskirts of  Imphal on 
Monday.

MAHUD, Forests and 
Environment, Horticul-
ture and Soil Conserva-
tion and Town Planning 
Minister  Thounaojam 
Shyamkumar Singh at-
tended as chief  guest of  
the closing function the 
convention which was 
held the theme “Women 
in the family, church and 
society”.

Speaking on the oc-
casion, r Shyamkumar 
said the women should 
use technology wisely, 
mainly mobile phones, as 
the crime against women 
is on rise in the State.

He appreciated wom-

en that they have a special 
gift of  patience, tolerance 
and will power compared 
to men. Since time im-
memorial women have 
occupied a high pedestal 
in our society and that is 
why the Catholic women 
in the State should try to 
bring a good change in the 
society, he added.

Appreciating the self-
less sacrifices of  those 
involved in running the 
missionary schools in Ma-
nipur, Shyamkumar said 
the Catholic schools in 
the State have a great role 
towards raising the stand-
ard of  education system in 
Manipur.

The day’s closing func-
tion was also attended by 
Most Rev Dominic Lu-
mon, DD.

Archbishop – Arch-
diocese of  Imphal, Rt Rev 
Theodore Mascarenhas, 
SFX, Secretary General, 

Catholic Bishops’ Council 
of  India, Rt Rev Gerald 
Almeida, Chairman of  
Justice and Peace Com-
mission Catholic Bish-
ops’ Council of  India and 
Catholic women from dif-
ferent parts of  the State.

On the second day of  
the convention on Sunday, 
State’s Social Welfare and 
Cooperation Minister Nem-
cha Kipgen was the chief  
guest and she stressed that 
the chosen theme of  the 
convention is an extremely 
relevant one as women of  
today is the epitome of de-
veloped society.

She expressed that as 
the lone Woman Minister 
in the present Govern-
ment in the State, she 
felt deeply connected and 
privilege to be among all 
the women delegates. Ear-
lier State governor Dr 
Najma Heptulla had in-
augurated the convention.
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Govt. expects RBI to 
cut rate amid slowdown

DLSAs observe International Day of Older People

MDLSA team with senior citizens at Ungma village. Winners of senior citizens award with panel lawyer ZDLSA and 
chairman NSCFZDU at Zunheboto. WDLSA team with senior citizens after the programme.

Bankers are of the view that the RBI would maintain status quo as 
inflation has seen witnessed an increase.

RCom elevates old hands, brings 
Garg, Manikantan on its board

ONGC gets green 
nod for Rs 456 cr 
drilling project

UK’s Monarch Airlines goes 
bust, govt launches repatriation

Google gives more power 
to news publishers

The Monetary Policy Committee of the RBI is scheduled to come 
out with next bi-monthly monetary policy decision on October 4.

New Delhi,  Oct. 2 (PTI): 
The government expects a 
helping hand from the Re-
serve Bank of  India (RBI) 
in the form of  interest rate 
cut in the next monetary 
policy review on October 4 
to boost growth which fell 
to a three-year low of  5.7% 
in the June quarter.

Several experts and 
industry bodies too have 
made a strong case for low-
ering of  the key interest 
rate in view of  subdued 
inflation and the urgency 
to propel economic growth 
which appears to be reel-
ing under the impact of  
demonetisation and GST 
implementation.

However, bankers are 
of  the view that the RBI 
would maintain status quo 
as inflation has seen wit-
nessed an increase.

According to a SBI re-
port, the RBI is likely to 
maintain status quo on key 
lending rate in its October 
4 policy decision as it is 
“stuck in a conundrum” of  
low growth, mild inflation 
and global uncertainties.

SHOP
SALE

FOR

Notun Bosti, 
Vikiye Complex

Contact: 7005622755, 
9774195074 D-
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TRAINING OF PRIMARY SCHOOL TEACHERS ON 
EAR CARE UNDER NPPCD WOKHA DISTRICT

The Chief Medical o�cer Wokha and sta�s conducted Training of primary school 
Teachers on Ear care under NPPCD Wokha District on 26th September 2017, in two 

batches with resource person Dr Renbonthung Lotha Sr Specialist ENT and District Nodel 
O�cer NPPCD Wokha. In the training, the resource person emphasized on the ear care, 
early detection of deafness among school children, awareness of various common ear 
problems and treatment facilities available at di�erent levels of health centers. The training 
concluded successfully for �ve blocks of Wokha district. D-

46
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It said that against the 
background of  f lexible 
inflation targeting, the ob-
vious question that arises 
is choosing between — 
the move towards the 4% 
inflation target swiftly or 
staying in the inflation 
band.

“We expect the RBI 
to stay on hold at the up-
coming meeting as rising 
incoming inflation and 
projections of  further accel-
eration in inflation ahead 
will mean that there would 

be limited space for further 
easing,” Morgan Stanley 
said in the research note.

Last week, a top Fi-
nance Ministry official said 
there is scope for an RBI 
rate cut at the next policy 
review as retail inflation 
continues to be low.

In its last policy review 
in August, the RBI reduced 
the repo rate by 0.25% to 
6% in August, citing reduc-
tion in inflation risks. The 
rate cut was the first in 10 
months and brought policy 

rates to a near 7-year low.
However, retail infla-

tion rose to a five-month 
high of  3.36% in August 
due to costlier vegetables 
and fruits.

The consumer price 
index (CPI) based inflation 
was 2.36% in July.

The Monetary Policy 
Committee of  the Reserve 
Bank is scheduled to come 
out with next bi-monthly 
monetary policy decision 
on October 4.

India Inc. has already 
made a pitch for rate cut by 
RBI to perk up economic 
activity.

Assocham has written 
to the RBI and the Mon-
etary Policy Committee to 
cut the interest rates at least 
by 25 basis points, given the 
challenges being faced by 
the economy which needs 
immediate measures for 
revival of  growth.

“At least 50 basis points 
elbow room can be taken 
with regard to 3.2% fis-
cal deficit for the current 
year and the next financial 
year,” the chamber said.

San Francisco, Oct. 2 (IANS): In a bid to 
help news publishers woo more readers on-
line, Google is ending its controversial ‘First 
Click Free’ policy, which required publishers 
to provide a minimum of three free articles 
per day via Google Search and Google 
News before people were shown a paywall. 
While research has shown that people are 
becoming more accustomed to paying for 
news, the sometimes painful process of sign-
ing up for a subscription can be a turn off. 
“We will end our ‘First Click Free’ policy 
in favour of  a ‘Flexible Sampling’ model 
where publishers will decide how many, 
if any, free articles they want to provide to 
potential subscribers based on their own 
business strategies,” Richard Gingras, Vice 
President News, Google, wrote in a blog 
post on Monday. The “first click free” model 
has been described as “toxic” by some big 
publishers.

“The new move is informed by our own 
research, publisher feedback, and months-
long experiments with the New York Times 
and the Financial Times, both of  which 
operate successful subscription services,” 
he added. Apart from dropping ‘First Click 
Free’, Google is also making it easier for 
users to subscribe to services. Publishers 
generally recognise that giving people access 
to some free content is the way to persuade 
people to buy their product. The typical ap-
proach to sampling is a model called meter-
ing, which lets people see a pre-determined 
number of free stories before a paywall kicks 
in. “We recommend that monthly, rather 
than daily, metering allows publishers more 
flexibility to experiment with the number of  
free stories to offer people and to target those 
more likely to subscribe,” Gingras posted. 
For most publishers, 10 articles per month 
is a good starting point. “Since news prod-
ucts and subscription models vary widely, 
we’re collaborating with publishers around 
the world on how to build a subscription 
mechanism that can meet the needs of  a 
diverse array of approaches to the benefit 
of the news industry and consumers alike,” 
the post further read.

New Delhi, Oct. 2 (PTI): 
Reliance Communications 
Ltd (RCom) today an-
nounced expansion of  its 
board and elevated Presi-
dent of  Telecom Business 
Punit Garg as Executive 
Director and Chief  Finan-
cial Officer (CFO) Man-
ikantan V as Director.

The decision to elevate 
Garg and Manikantan 
was taken at a meeting of  
the board of  directors held 
today, RCom said in a BSE 
filing.

The company expand-
ed its board by inducting 
senior executives as addi-
tional directors, according 
to the filing.

Garg, 53, has been 
elevated to the board as 
Executive Director. Garg’s 
appointment as an ad-
ditional director is for 3 
years.

Garg has been part of  
the leadership team for 
the last 17 years and has 
held several positions in 
the company, including 
that of  CEO of  Indian and 

Global Enterprise busi-
ness, Corporate Strategy 
and Regulatory Affairs. 
Garg has rich experience 
of  over 32 years in telecom 
and IT sectors.

The company sa id 
Manikantan has also been 
elevated to the board as 
Director and CFO. The ap-
pointment of  Manikantan, 
52, is also for 3 years.

Manikantan, a char-
tered accountant, has been 
with the company for the 
last 22 years and has held 
several senior posts, with 
an experience of  over 29 
years.

In addition, Suresh 
Rangachar, who heads the 
fibre and tower business 
as Director of  Reliance 
Infratel Ltd (RITL), a sub-
sidiary, has been elevated 
as Executive Director of  
RITL.

Rangachar has been 
with the company for the 
last 17 years.

Gurdeep Singh, co-
CEO and CEO of  the Mo-
bility Business, has also 

New Delhi, Oct. 2 (PTI): 
State-owned ONGC has 
received green clearance for 
the Rs 456-crore exploratory 
drilling project in Sivasagar 
district of Assam, a govern-
ment document showed.

The companys proposal 
is to drill 10 wells in the 
petroleum lease areas -- Ru-
drasagar, Geleki, Lakwa, 
Namti, Mekypore, Santak 
Nazira -- of  Sivasagar dis-
trict. About 1.5-2.25 hec-
tares of land are required for 
each well and the estimated 
project cost is Rs 456.20 
crore.

In a letter issued to the 
Oil and Natural Gas Corpo-
ration (ONGC), the Union 
environment ministry has in-
formed that the government 
has given final environment 
clearance to the proposed ex-
ploratory project in Assam.

The clearance is subject 
to compliance of  certain 
specific and general condi-
tions, it said.

In its proposal, ONGC 
has said that exploratory 
drilling of 10 wells is highly 
prospective where oil and 
gas have been discovered 
and produced from a large 
stratigraphic column.

The proposed project 
will help establish hydrocar-
bons in the block, help cut 
the countrys oil import bill 
and reduce imbalance in oil 
production and consump-
tion, it said.

The commercial devel-
opment will also lead to 
investment in Assam, bring-
ing oil and gas revenues both 
to the state and the central 
government, it added.

The exploration giant 
ONGC produces around 
70 per cent of the countrys 
crude oil and around 60 
per cent of natural gas. It is 
involved in exploring hydro-
carbons in 26 sedimentary 
basins of  India and owns 
and operates over 11,000 
kilometres of  pipelines in 
the country. Its international 
subsidiary, ONGC Videsh, 
has projects in 15 countries. 

London, Oct. 2 (PTI): The UK’s 
low cost carrier Monarch Airlines 
collapsed today, forcing the govern-
ment to launch one of  the biggest 
peace time repatriation operations 
to bring back nearly 110,000 pas-
sengers stranded abroad.

The country’s Civil Aviation 
Authority (CAA) said it had been 
asked by the government to char-
ter more than 30 aircraft to bring 
home stranded passengers after all 
Monarch flights were cancelled, 
affecting as many as 300,000 future 
bookings.

The airlines went into adminis-
tration in the early hours of  today, 
with KPMG being appointed to 
oversee the financial chaos.

“I have immediately ordered 
the country’s biggest ever peacetime 
repatriation to fly about 110,000 
passengers who could otherwise 
have been left stranded abroad,” 
said UK transport secretary Chris 
Grayling.

“This is an unprecedented re-
sponse to an unprecedented situa-
tion. Together with the CAA, we 
will work around the clock to 
ensure Monarch passengers get the 
support they need,” he said.

The minister has warned of  
the size of  the challenge, urging 
passengers to be “patient” as they 
would be flown back home from 
abroad.

Monarch is the UK’s fifth big-
gest airline, employing around 
2,700 people.

It reported a loss of  291 million 
pounds last year and was placed 
in administration at 4 am local 
time when there were no Monarch 
planes in the air.

Chief  Executive Andrew Swaf-
field blamed the collapse on terror 
attacks that had affected the budget 

carrier’s revenues.
In a letter to the staff, he said 

the airline was badly affected by 
the 2015 bombing of  a Russian 
plane which departed from Sharm 
el-Sheikh in Egypt, a terror attack 
in Sousse, Tunisia, during the same 
year which left 30 dead and a 2016 
attempted coup in Turkey.

“It has been a company that has 
cared for its customers and which 
has been like a family for many 
people for five decades. I cannot tell 
you how much I wanted to avoid 
this outcome and how truly sorry I 
am,” he says in his letter.

The CAA is coordinating the 
response to the crisis and has said 
that all Monarch Airline custom-
ers who were due to return to the 
UK in the next two weeks would 
be flown home at no extra cost and 
did not need to cut short their stay.

CAA chief  executive Andrew 
Haines said: “We are putting to-
gether, at very short notice and 
for a period of  two weeks, what is 
effectively one of  the UK s largest 
airlines to manage this task.

“The scale and challenge of  
this operation means that some 
disruption is inevitable. We ask cus-
tomers to bear with us as we work 
around the clock to bring everyone 
home.” 

Monarch was founded in 1968 
and has its headquarters at London 
Luton airport.

It operates from four other 
UK bases London Gatwick, Man-
chester, Birmingham and Leeds 
Bradford travelling to more than 40 
destinations around the world.

The airline said it would work 
with the administrators and work-
ers’ unions to help its employees 
find new jobs as as quickly as pos-
sible.

Farmers pose for the lens during the demonstration programme at Longnak village.

ATMAs conduct demonstration programmes

vegetables, with Tsuktiren-
la as resource person.

The Mangkolemba 
block also inaugurated a 
farm school on agar plan-
tation at Longnak village, 
where resource person 
forest Ranger Longthom 
Imkongsunep highlighted 

on economic values of  
agar plantation and its im-
portance and benefits.

Meanwhile, ATMA 
Wokha, Wozhuro/Ralan 
block conducted training 
and demonstration pro-
gramme at Sankiton vil-
lage on Sep. 30. Resource 

person ATM Precila, spoke 
on cultivation practices on 
garden pea. Garden pea 
seeds (Azad P-1 variety) 
and cabbage seeds were 
distributed to the farmers 
during the programme. 

Altogether, 21 farmers 
attended the programme.

Dimapur, Oct. 2 (EMN): 
ATMA of  Mangkolemba 
block conducted a dem-
onstration programme 
on winter vegetables like 
broccoli, cabbage, tomato, 
french bean and pea at 
Longnak village on Sep. 
27.

Resource person Rong-
senrenla, ATM, ATMA 
demonstrated on adopt-
ing of  nursery manage-
ment, how and when to 
transplant the seedlings 
from nursery to main field, 
planting time, planting 
distance, use of  pesticides 
and importance on organic 
farming.

After the demonstra-
tion programme seeds and 
neem oil were distributed 
to the farmers. 

Another, demonstra-
tion programme was con-
ducted at Nokon village 
on the same day on winter 

Zunheboto: Zunheboto District Legal 
Services Authority in collaboration 
with Nagaland Senior Citizens Forum 
Zunheboto District Unit (NSCFZDU) 
and Social Welfare Department Zun-
heboto observed International Day of  
Older Persons on the theme “Stepping 
into the future: Tapping the talents, 
contributions and participation of  
older person in society” at Youth Hall 
on Oct. 1.

The chief  guests Kitoshe Y.Aye, 
EE (PHED)  Zunheboto and Hovishe 
Sema, CDPO Zunheboto delivered 

short speeches. 
Speaking as the resource person, 

Panel Lawyer ZDLSA Easter H Yep-
thomi gave a brief  highlight about 
legal aid and services, various schemes 
for senior citizens and spoke on the 
maintenance and welfare of  parents 
and senior citizens Act 2007. 

This year the NSCFZDU Senior 
citizen’s award was given to K. Yevihe 
Chishi (85 years) and S LuholiZhimo 
(83 years). They received certificate 
and gift hampers from NSCFZDU 
and cash award from Social Welfare 

Department Zunheboto. 
Around 80 senior citizens attended 

the programme. 
Mokokchung: Mokokchung District 
Legal Services Authority (MDLSA) 
team comprising of  Panel Lawyer 
MDLSA Sentinaro, Panel Lawyer 
MDLSA Maongtula and PLVs visited 
the Old Age Recreational Morung at 
Ungma village in observation of  the 
International Day of Older People. 

During an interaction, the team 
learned that the Recreational Morung 
was constructed by the village council 

for the male elderly person above 
80-year of age to make them stay con-
nected among themselves. 

The surviving 15 elders were be-
tween of  82-93 year old. They come 
together twice a week to make baskets 
and sell for their management. 

Sentinaro highlighted the rights and 
benefits of  older people and briefed 
the functioning of MDLSA. She also 
thanked the senior citizen for shar-
ing their knowledge, experience and 
wisdom.

In another programme, organ-

ised by Social Welfare department, 
Mokokchung, Retainer Lawyer I Im-
kongJamir highlighted about the rights 
and benefits for the parents and senior 
citizens. He appealed the concerned to 
effectively enforce the rights and availed 
the benefits. Around 200 senior citizens 
attended the programme.
Wokha: Wokha District Legal Serv-
ices Authority (WDLSA) organised 
International Day of Older Person at 
Longsa Cultural Hall. 

Panel Lawyer WDLSA Meribemo 
Lotha spoke on “Welfare Schemes - 

National Social Assistance Program”, 
while Panel Lawyer Renbonthung 
Tsanglao spoke on NALSA Scheme 
2016.

Panel Lawyer WDLSA M Gracy 
Ezung a briefly highlighted on WDL-
SA role and function and spoke on vari-
ous legal provisions for senior citizen.

Longsa village chairman, Zayio 
Ezung and Renbonthung Tsanglao 
delivered opening and closing remark 
respectively.

Altogether, 150 senior Citizens at-
tended the program.

been promoted as Execu-
tive Director of  Reliance 
Telecom Ltd, a subsidiary 
of  the firm. Singh has been 
working with the company 
for the last 6 years.

William (Bill) Barney, 
co-CEO, also serves as 
Chief  Executive Officer 
and Director of  Global 
Cloud Xchange, another 
subsidiary.

Reliance Communica-
tions Ltd, founded by late 
Dhirubhai Ambani, is the 
flagship company of  the 
Reliance Group.

RCom, an integrated 
telecom service provider, 
has a customer base of  
over 80 million, including 
over 2.6 million individual 
overseas retail users.
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Against our own

M
edia reports on the destruction of insurgent camps 
along Indo-Myanmar border by the Indian Army 
seemed to be an effort to hide the failures of our 
leaders to find an amicable solution to the vexed 

Naga problem. The reports didn’t question why a solution to the 
said problem is still eluding us? What have we achieved during 
the last two decades when the Naga insurgent groups decided to 
give up arms and agreed to find a solution through negotiations? 
The reports only glorified the deeds of Indian soldiers painting the 
Nagas as enemies. There is nothing wrong to take actions against 
those who do not abide by the rule of Law. But such elements are 
few in numbers. In future, the media should do well to keep it in 
mind that the Nagas are as peace-loving as the people from other 
parts of the planet. Naga problem is completely different from the 
problems which the world is facing today. So don’t club it together 
with terrorism.

Let us clear the doubts of those who still think Nagas as terror-
ists. The Nagas never indulged in terror acts. Yes, the Nagas were 
engaged in fierce fight with security agencies, but the Naga insur-
gents never targeted common people like the terrorists to regis-
ter their protests. Rather the Nagas always responded positively 
whenever there was an offer to find a solution through negotia-
tions. Number of accords between the Government of India and 
Naga representatives stand as a testimony to this fact. One may 
ask that after signing so many accords why peace has not made 
a comeback to this state? The answer is simple. Unfortunately, 
those accords were not implemented in its true letter and spirit. 
Thus the failed accords further compounded the problem. It can 
be safely said that if any of those accords was implemented prop-
erly things would have been different both for the mainland and 
also for the North-Eastern populace. It’s clearly a story of missed 
chances.

So it is always advisable to go for a negotiated settlement of 
the Naga problem, rather than relying too much on gun power, 
as guns can never redress the genuine grievances of the people. 
Nagas are also in favour of a negotiated settlement of their griev-
ances. Prolonged unrest has affected the vibrant and colourful 
Naga society badly. Development has come to a halt. Youths are 
not getting proper openings. Investors are not interested in invest-
ing in the state fearing huge financial loss. Like all Indians, Nagas 
too are desperate to come out from the vicious cycle where lack 
of development gives birth to unrest and unrest keeps away de-
velopment. As fellow countrymen, we are duty bound to support 
the Nagas in its endeavour to usher a new era of peace ensuring 
speedy economic development. But instead of supporting them if 
we continue to blow our trumpet by eliminating those who pre-
ferred to be on the opposite side of Law, we will be nowhere near 
to bring the Nagas to the mainstream. So media should always re-
member that destruction of few rebel camps is not a great success. 
Rather it was a painful decision taken to establish the rule of Law. 
We have not defeated our enemies. We have only punished our 
own people.

The NPF that claims to rep-
resent the interests of  all 
sections of  Naga society 
seems to be lacking the ‘re-

gional vigor’ it requires to properly 
safeguard the interests of  Nagas. 
The primary objective of  a regional 
party is to put the interests and as-
pirations of  the people it represents, 
before anything and anyone else. 
One can look up to Tamil Nadu for 
the best example. In this regard, I’d 
like to know or rather the general 
Naga populace needs to know what 
steps have been taken by the NPF in 
order to tackle the IBI menace that 
has for so long been knocking on 
our doors. The NPF is in its third 
term now and yet, it seems to be the 
case that it has failed to take any 
concrete action to stop the influx of  
IBIs and in the process, threatening 
the very existence of  Nagas.

Over the years, there have been 
instances of  IBIs indulging in 
crimes against Nagas. The most 
recent being an attack on a Naga 
family at Chumukedima. Their 
emboldened and reckless attitude 
disgusts the Naga populace but we 
can only do so much and it is dur-
ing times like these that the NPF 
should step up and say, “enough is 
enough. We must protect our land 
and people!” but (hardly to any-
one’s surprise), not a single word 
of  condemnation or warning from 
the NPF. 

This creates doubt in the Naga 
mind as to whether the NPF is 
truly a regional party as it claims 
to be. There were doubts before too 
but now those doubts have grown 
bigger. Now the question remains 
whether Nagas will flock to the 
NPF like the old days, especially 

the youth. For sure, the NPF can 
say that it has been facilitating the 
Indo-Naga Peace Talks and that it’s 
also trying to bring all the NPGs to 
the table, and that a solution is soon 
in the offing but these things hardly 
matter when the very existence of  
Nagas is under severe threat of  be-
ing wiped out. We are slowly be-
coming strangers in our own land. 
I fear for our future generations. If  
we do not do anything now, we will 
be cursed and spat at on our graves.

The NPF, in so much mess cur-
rently, would do well to regain the 
confidence and respect of  the Naga 
populace if  it genuinely takes up 
the case of  the IBIs on war footing 
and at the earliest. The NPF should 
also talk to the NPGs and advise 
them against recruiting non-Nagas, 
which is against the very essence of  
Naga nationalism. There could be 

no greater insult to our long-cher-
ished and sacred movement than 
NPGs recruiting non-Nagas. Is this 
is how we honor and pay tribute to 
our martyrs for their gallant sacri-
fices? If  the NPF is only willing, the 
public would wholeheartedly sup-
port and even sacrifice their com-
forts for such an endeavor. Now, 
as things stand, there are two NPF 
camps. Either camp can take up 
this issue at the earliest. 

In any case, there are ‘’regional 
heavyweights’’ in both camps. I’m 
sure they can feel the pulse of  the 
people. The NPF needs to tackle 
the IBI issue seriously and urgently 
if  it is to stand true to its aim of  
regionalism. It also needs to know 
that it would not be alone. The pub-
lic are ever ready to lend a helping 
hand.

Long story short: Our land is in 
danger! SOS!

I Longkumer

Mr. Ari Keyho, a senior Christian Mis-
sionary under Chakhesang Mission 
Society (CMS) has spent 23 years in 
UP. As my family knows him inti-

mately, he is a dedicated and humble servant of  
the Living God Jehovah. Presently he has been 
living at Bareli, UP.

When the Missionary was here in Nagaland, 
the Hinduism activists came, broke open his 
house and ransacked it on 23rd September 2017. 
His files and documents were soaked in water 
tank. The fundamentalists of  Hinduism came 
with ill motive to harm or kill the Missionary had 
he not been out of  station coincidentally by God’s 
providence.

The GOI has been active in taking initiatives 
to synchronize the anti-Islamic measures in or-
der to curb Jihadi activities in the world involving 
friendly countries at international arenas.  Thus, 
under the leadership of  PM Modi, India occupies 
a prominent position as a strong partner of  the 
likeminded nations in its endeavour to keep the 
contemporary world order.

Nevertheless, the BJP’s anti-secular offensive 
against non-Hindu communities through its foun-
dational tentacles as RSS, VHP, Bajrang Dal, etc. 
since 2014 till date is a complete contrary to In-
dia’s International stature. India vehemently ac-
cuses neighbour Pakistan for harbouring terror 
groups in its country even in the last UN general 
session. Support to India’s stance against Pakistan 
as abetting terrorism has grown in momentum. 
Yet, look at the home grown terror under the 
patronage of  BJP which is equally destructive as 
that of  Islamic jihad. Hindu terrorist assassinated 
senior lady journalist Gauri Lankesh with pistol 
on 5.9.2017 in front of  her house in Bangaluru. 
Instead of  condemning the murder, the RSS and 
its cohorts cheered the action of  the terrorists on 
social media. Besides, in Kerela the Hinduism 
activists warned the writers that those who speak 
and write like the victim will face the same fate. 
Many people died of  the bullet and knife of  Is-
lamist jihadists in several countries and similarly 
many people belonging to religious minorities in 
India have died of  the brutal attacks by Hinduism 

terrorists as such attacks were no less fatal. The 
offensive against the minorities in India by BJP’s 
terror groups are encouraged by the leader of  RSS 
Mohan Bhagat in his address to his soldiers as I 
watched TV news on the Sunday morning dated 
1.10.2017. Bhagat encouraged his cow vigilante 
groups while condemning the retaliation from 
their victims. In other words, BJP’s RSS has the 
right to kill beef  eaters whereas the beef  eaters 
have no right to resist such attacks. This is India 
today.

The vocabulary of  Terrorism sounds more 
frightening and intimidating than Hinduism ac-
tivist as RSS (some Nagaland Christians call it a 
cultural organisation) and yet both inflict same 
degree of  harm to their victims. The Hindu-
ism soldiers targeted the Naga Missionary but 
they missed him. I condemn such intolerance of  
BJP Govt. in UP, and such crime should be con-
demned by Christians in Nagaland in particular. 
At times it is painful to observe Christian leaders 
soft peddling with satanic forces.

Z. Lohe

There is an enormous misconception with 
regard to why most students in Nagaland 
are unemployable. This is erroneously 
brought under the poorly defined slogan 

‘unemployable youths,’ i.e. students in Nagaland 
are ‘unemployable’ because they lack appropri-
ate ‘skills.’ All the blame is put on the students. 
This is why in almost any educational functions, 
the guests of honour—such as governor, bureau-
crats, politicians, principals, owners of colleges, 
vice-chancellors—proclaim with utmost religious 
pomposity and certainty that the youths’ today are 
‘unemployable.’ Here, there are things to be noted: 
first, the use of the word ‘unemployable’; and sec-
ond, an ambiguously defined word ‘skills.’

With regard to the former, when the all-know-
ing speakers state with absolute certitude that ‘stu-
dents are unemployable,’ they are indirectly imply-
ing that students solely are responsible for their 
un-employability, not the university and colleges. 
Certainly, it is one of the easiest excuses concocted 
by universities, colleges, teachers, parents, leaders, 
politicians, and society to avoid taking responsibil-
ity for their actions. After all, how can the voiceless 
students retort to such accusations? It is essential to 
recognize that when students enter universities and 
overrated colleges, they are inculcated into a sys-
tem of education based on memorization, where 
lackadaisical teachers, habituated into the existing 
system, depend on giving notes and, in most cases, 
provide reductionist explanations of the concepts. 
This is not helped by the fact that the numerous 
private colleges affiliated with Nagaland Universi-
ty are established purely for monetary gains rather 
than imparting useful knowledge and skills to their 
students (Government colleges, on the other hand, 
seem to have become a proxy to secure backdoor 
government employment and relish the govern-
ment-scale salary. They are a lost cause). Indeed, 
these colleges may assert vehemently that their col-
leges are dedicated to provide quality education 
and impart necessary skills. However, in many in-
stances, these turn out to be only talks, only words. 
In reality, most of these colleges are there to skim 
off financial profits from the students as well as 
to skim off funds from various state and central 
schemes.

In addition, most of the teachers, both at the 
university and the colleges, particularly those 
seasoned in the Nagaland university system are 
lackadaisical and indolent. They are lethargic for 
one of two reasons or combination of both. One, 
teachers, especially at the university (and govern-
ment colleges), have secured their jobs; hence they 
are happy to live off their inflated salaries without 
engaging in new research nor updating themselves 
to the advancements made in their field of study. 
This is why the Nagaland University’s syllabi have 
not changed to reflect the advancements made in 
various fields of study. This is substantiated by the 
fact that Nagaland University has still not revised 
its syllabi and credit system to the revised format 
of the University Grant Commission (UGC). As 
such, degrees received from Nagaland University 
and its overrated affiliated colleges are considered 
Sub-Standard. In other words, our students are 
charged exorbitant fees, by overvalued colleges, for 
sub-standard degrees. No wonder, students from 
Nagaland are highly disadvantaged when they go 
to mainland India seeking either jobs or admissions 
for higher studies. If  the readers do not believe me, 
simply go and check the UGC website to ascertain 
if  the Nagaland University’s syllabi reflect the up-
dated version. Two, teachers, particularly seasoned 
teachers at the (private and government) colleges 
and university, have become accustomed to stag-
nant university syllabi. As such, they make notes, 
which they know they will never have to make any 
changes till the end of time, based on the univer-
sity’s syllabi that do not change, and disseminate 
these to their students and compel them to memo-
rize the notes (even though these notes are not only 

copy and pasted from Wikipedia, but they are also 
outdated and filled with sentence and grammatical 
errors). Here again, if  the readers want to check the 
verity of my statement, go and ask any present col-
lege students’ notes and compare those notes the 
ones circulated by the teacher seven to ten years 
ago or simply check Wikipedia.

When the mentality of the teachers is such, 
what good can we expect from our students? (We 
ought to remember that students turn out to be like 
their teacher; hence, the state of our present soci-
ety, which I need not dwell on such obvious facts) 
How can we expect our students to have ‘employ-
able skills’? This condition is made worse when 
we take into consideration the role of numerous 
private colleges in our state, most of them, with 
very few exceptions, are money mongering. When 
centers for learning and education—be they private 
universities or colleges—become profit motivated, 
the result will be overinflated unemployable degree 
holders. When money becomes the centerpiece 
for any educational establishment, the quality of  
education is inevitably lowered and no appropri-
ate skills for the future are provided to the students, 
since providing such skills and quality education 
cuts into the profits of the college owners and (col-
lective) associations.

To further add to the woes of the students, the 
teachers’ salary in the private educational institu-
tions is well below those in the government educa-
tional institutions. This is also an essential factor to 
keep in mind because, when there is such a salary 
gap between the private and government educa-
tional institutions, this invariably affects the quality 
of education being imparted to the students. This is 
also one of the reasons why teachers in private in-
stitutions are not motivated and also lack the finan-
cial resources to conduct researches and update 
themselves with the latest developments made in 
their field of study. Furthermore, because the sal-
ary is too less, teachers are unable to give their very 
best in terms of teaching and providing guidance 
to their students since they have other things in 
their mind to worry about—family, rent, oil, food, 
shelter, etc. In other words, teachers cannot teach 
with dignity; while, teachers in the government 
educational institutions are overpaid with nothing 
to show for in terms of knowledge contributed to 
their own respective fields of study.

Teachers, nevertheless, do not help their case 
by the fact that in Nagaland, most join the teach-
ing profession either because they have no other 
options, i.e. this is their last option as they have 
exhausted all their chances to acquire govern-
ment jobs, or because teaching becomes a source 
of part-time employment as they attempt to crack 
competitive exams or as they await for backdoor 
appointments. Indeed, the government can do 
something to help just as it is done in many oth-
er states throughout the country. In many states, 
there is a government-private partnership, where 
a certain percentage of teachers’ salary is paid by 
the state government. This way, teachers are duly 
compensated; thereby, reducing the immense dis-
crepancies of salary. Indeed, if  one looks at the 
statistics, private colleges do perform better than 
government colleges during state exams. Hence, 
there are legitimate reasons as to why teachers in 
the private sectors ought to be helped by the state 
government.

Even the society, including parents and guard-
ians, is to be held responsible for the failures of  
our society to produce employable youths. Our 
society is such that we elevate and respect only 
one particular form of employment: Government 
Jobs. Because we deem government job as the only 
‘Legitimate’ form of employment, we disregard 
and degrade all other forms of occupation as in-
significant. If  one is employed in any other occu-
pation other than in government sector, then one 
has failed miserably in life and that is a cause for 
shame to your family, your village, your clan, etc. 

In such a society, students are encouraged to get a 
degree not to realize their inborn potential, but to 
appear competitive exams and secure government 
jobs. Hence, education in our society has become a 
means to an end, not an end in itself. We use edu-
cation for the sole purpose of competitive exams or 
to secure backdoor appointments. In such condi-
tions, we’ve, unintentionally, establish a societal en-
vironment that is highly unconducive to any other 
form of occupation. Thus, our societwy inhibits 
any forms of lucrative businesses or industries to 
take roots that will actually provide respectable and 
dignified employment to most of our youths, who 
actually are very talented and creative. And this 
brings me to the latter point, ‘skills.’ What does one 
mean by the word ‘skill’? Because this is a highly 
ambiguous word that is not appropriately defined, 
it is essential to specify what it means, especially 
when the guests of honour employ the word ‘skill.’ 
However, do they even know what they are assert-
ing when they say ‘skill’?

Now, ‘skill’ may mean any number of things: 
skill in technology, journalism, sports, painting, 
carpentry, masonry, landscaping, designing, ma-
chinery, cooking, etc. Which is it, that’s the ques-
tion? To blindly assert, ‘unemployable youths with 
no proper skills,’ is to avoid taking the responsibil-
ity for the annihilation of students’ lives and their 
future. This is a very unctuous way to place blame 
on the victim. Define what ‘skills’ are first because 
without that it seems rather imprudent to speak 
about furnishing youths with employable ‘skills.’ 
Moreover, going back to what brought us here, 
because our society elevates and sees government 
jobs to be the only source of legitimate occupation, 
students are impelled to pursue government jobs, 
even when it is evidently clear that they are not in-
terested in it. This, implicitly, destroys not only the 
life of a society but also the lives of students and 
their families. It destroys the lives of families be-
cause they are saddened when their child has failed 
to secure government job; the child, in turn, feels 
depressed that he/she has failed to pass competi-
tive exams and feel more dejected in knowing that 
his/her family is disappointed in him/her. On the 
other hand, it destroys the society’s life because it 
directs majority, if  not all, of the students—who 
could have been a good journalist, sportsman, IT 
engineer, Biotechnologist, chef, designer, techni-
cian, mechanic, and could have used their talent 
to better the society—to pursue in an endeavor in 
which majority of them is bound to fail; thus leav-
ing them Frustrated.

Hence, in light of all these factors, how can 
the students not be unemployable? How can such 
a system produce employable youths? How can 
a stunted university system with outdated syllabi 
produce employable youths? How can profit-moti-
vated colleges produce employable youths? Who is 
there to care for the interests of our students when 
teachers are themselves apathetic to their needs? 
How can we expect youths to be resourceful when 
society rewards and elevates only government em-
ployment? In view of such a pitiful societal milieu, 
how can we solely put the blame on the shoulders 
of the students? Rather, such a system situated in 
such a society puts an end to potentials of many 
talented students. In fact, it creates more frustrated 
students and these are manifested in the numerous 
socially deviant behaviors we observe among the 
youths today.

Ultimately, we are all to be blamed. We must 
not be so shameless as to put all the blame on stu-
dents. Yes, students also have to play their part. 
Nevertheless, as elders, we must first create a so-
cietal and educational environment enabling stu-
dents to recognize their own unique talents. Educa-
tional institutions can produce employable youths 
only when they help students realize their innate 
potentials.

Salikyu Sangtam

 How Regional is the NPF?

A Naga Missionary’s House Ransacked

Unemployable Youths: Who is to be Blamed?

READERS’ MIRROR VIEWS & REVIEWS

Your next crisis is your next opportunity 
to trust our unfailing God.

Marc recalls a moment from his childhood when his father called the 
family together. Their car had broken down, and the family would 
run out of money by the end of the month. Marc’s dad paused and 

prayed. Then he asked the family to expect God’s answer.
Today Marc recalls how God’s help arrived in surprising ways. A friend 

repaired their car; unexpected checks arrived; food showed up at the door. 
Praising God came easily. But the family’s gratitude had been forged in a 
crisis. 

Psalm 57 has long provided rich inspiration for worship songs. When 
David declared, “Be exalted, O God, above the heavens” (v. 11), we might 
imagine him gazing up at a magnificent Middle Eastern night sky or perhaps 
singing in a tabernacle worship service. But in reality David, fearful for his 
life, was hiding in a cave.

“I am in the midst of lions,” David said in the psalm. These “ravenous 
beasts” were “men whose teeth are spears and arrows, whose tongues are 
sharp swords” (v. 4). David’s praise was conceived in crisis. Although he 
was cornered by enemies who wanted him dead, David could write these 
amazing words: “My heart, O God, is steadfast . . . . I will sing and make 
music” (v. 7).

Whatever crisis we face today, we can run to God for help. Then, we can 
praise Him as we wait expectantly, confident in His infinitely creative care 
for us.

BIBLE READ:  ISAIAH 17–19; EPHESIANS 5:17–33

THOUGHT FOR TODAY:
I will take refuge in the shadow of your wings 

until the disaster has passed. Psalm 57:1

Conceived in Crisis

DAILY
PATH
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ARIES (MAR 21 - APR 19):  Today a piece 
of  information for which you’ve been search-
ing could suddenly become known. You 
might use your business and money-man-

agement skills to help a friend or a group with which 
you’re affiliated. You’ll have some good pointers to im-
part. Gratitude, if  not financial compensation, should 
be forthcoming. Put your nose to the grindstone and get 
going!

TAURUS (APR 20 - MAY 20): Efforts to ad-
vance your career that you’ve made over the 
past few weeks could finally bear fruit. Suc-
cess and good fortune are strongly indicated 
where business and money are concerned. 

Worries over finances disappear. You could receive pub-
lic recognition of  some kind, particularly from higher-
ups. Some benefit through contracts or legal papers is 
also indicated. This is a satisfying, profitable time.

GEMINI (MAY 21 - JUN 21): A long-await-
ed vacation or move you’ve been hoping to 
make could finally be possible today. Before 
you go, there may be some paperwork to take 

care of. Thoughts of  business advancement may play 
in your mind, and you might consider taking a course 
or two to increase your marketability and help you get 
closer to achieving your goals.

CANCER (JUN 22 - JUL 22): Heightened 
imagination and ingenuity could bring new 
ideas for advancing yourself  in money and 
business affairs. Practical information at-

tained from outside sources merges with insights to 
bring useful information your way. Consider everything 
carefully before taking action. Be open to the advice of  
others. Whatever you do, today shows promise of  being 
successful and fortunate.

LEO (JUL 23 - AUG 22): Social events, es-
pecially those unrelated to business, could 
bring exciting new contacts. Relationships 
with partners should be mutually beneficial, 

particularly when the people you’re dealing with are 
friends. If  you’ve been considering entering a new busi-
ness partnership, this is the day to start discussing it seri-
ously. Romantic partnerships begun or moved forward 
now should also go very well.

VIRGO (AUG 23 - SEP 22): Your efficient 
and practical abilities are operating at a very 
high level. A long-term goal that you’ve been 
working toward could finally be reached today, 
bringing good fortune and open acknowledge-

ment. Your efforts may be so appreciated that you could 
be asked to continue doing what you’re doing. In other 
words, major advancement could be in the works.

LIBRA (SEP 23 - OCT 22): Your strong 
business head and practical skills couple with 
imagination and innovation to bring advance-
ment your way. Information received from far 

away could prove especially valuable now. Relationships 
with friends and neighbors should be warm, cordial, and 
cooperative. Love relationships also prove rewarding. 
This evening blow off  a little steam by going out.

SCORPIO (OCT 23 - NOV 21):  Business 
colleagues or prospective partners could visit 
today. The meeting promises to be coopera-
tive, rewarding, and fruitful. Any partnership 

formed now shows promise of  being a step in the right 
direction. You might fantasize about how you’re going 
to spend all the money you’re going to make. This is fine 
as long as you postpone actually spending it until you 
have the money in your hands.

SAGITTARIUS (NOV 22 - DEC 21):  A social 
event in your neighborhood, perhaps in your 
home, could bring practical information your 
way that you can put to use to advance your 

business. You could meet some valuable contacts. Infor-
mation received from neighbors can prove enlightening. 
You should feel optimistic, enthusiastic, and motivated. 
Whatever you start now should bring success and good 
fortune your way.

CAPRICORN (DEC 22 - JAN 19):  Your 
business and financial interests could sud-
denly take a turn for the better. Any difficul-
ties you’ve been having may disappear as if  
by magic. Whatever your work, either related 

to career or projects of  your own, it should suddenly run 
a lot more smoothly. You should be feeling physically 
strong and energetic. Optimism and enthusiasm perme-
ate your thoughts.

AQUARIUS (JAN 20 - FEB 18): You feel 
mentally and physically great, and your busi-
ness and financial interests may take a sud-
den turn for the better. A contract could be 
involved. Love matters should also be going 

very well, and children could bring you great pleasure. 
This is a good time to make future plans and pursue 
your most cherished ambitions.

PISCES (FEB 19 - MAR 20): You can over-
come difficulties with business and money 
through the help of  someone older. Helpful 
advice makes a future course of  action seem 

clearer and more practical than before. Your practical 
abilities are heightened. You’re less likely than usual 
to let strong emotions interfere with using them. A 
previously unused intuitive ability could also help you 
now.

Introduction

Yemshe is the premier festival of  the Pochury- 
Naga Tribe, which is celebrated to welcome 
the new harvest. The arrival of  the new har-
vest is welcome and celebrated with great fun 

& fair during Yemshe festival. All the Pochurires, young 
and old, rich and poor ceremonialised this festival with 
great pomp and gaiety expecting a good harvest which 
they deserve after a year’s hard work under stewing sun 
and relentless rain. No one is allowed to harvest, until the 
whole festival is over.

The Literal meaning of  Yemshe is “Yem” which 
means “house” and “She/alüshe” meaning “odours”, 
which comes out from the cooking of  the food and meats 
during the festival as almost all the households cook the 
best preserved meat and food during this season to cel-
ebrate in enthusiasm.

The Period of Festival
Generally, the festival begins in the latter part of  Septem-
ber with different categories of  ceremonial rituals till the 
final day which falls in the first week of  October every 
year. The main function of  Yemshe is observed only on 
5th October keeping in tune with the closing ceremony of  
the long period of  festivities.

The advent of  the festival is announced by the village 
Crier (Bvifüpa). Subsequent upon the announcement, 
the festival starts the next day with the youth of  the vil-
lage cleansing all the important footpaths leading to the 
fields and neighbouring villages, wells, etc. and construct 
Basketry-cum-Resting Sheds.

For sanctification of  a house, ritual feast is hosted by 
a rich family and the Head of  the family perform all the 
rituals. Necessary materials used in rituals are fastened to 
the main post of  the house entrance. Engaged couples (fi-
ance & fiancee) renewed their relationship with exchange 
of  food and wine and eat and drink together. It is also an 
occasion where many young people come to know each 
other and get engaged for marriage. Hence, this festival 
has great importance and is therefore, an enjoyable sea-
son, especially for the young people in particularly and 

Yemshe Festival

Today’s ASTRO-PREDICTION

The present scenario of  job hunt-
er versus job avenue is becoming 
a huge mismatch given the edu-
cated unemployed figure hov-

ering above 70,000 mostly graduates in 
various disciplines who are desperately 
running from pillar to post in this job dry 
land of  Nagaland.

More so, thousands more graduates 
are being churned out every year where, 
most of  the highly qualified aspirants are 
on the verge of  over-age without a click 
in their sojourn of  job hunting. Whereas, 
on the other hand the coarser midrange 
aspirants sneak into a plum govt. job 
known as “backdoor” best kept secret for 
best reasons.

Nevertheless, according to the de-
mand and supply principle, abundant 
supply is useless without demand equi-
librium however sadly, we have over-
flowing supply when the job-market is 
completely dry in this industrial nil state 
of  Nagaland. Whereas, under such cir-
cumstances the govt. becomes a helpless 
spectator as its system itself  is already 
saturated with over staff  but neither have 
the wisdom to explore Employability 
Avenue in industrial activities through 
financial stimulus in concord with the 
policy of  “Make in India” as had been 
in other states. Notwithstanding the bot-
tleneck job market, the aspirants in their 
pursuit of  crème de la crème had not di-
minished their hope of  clicking a bright 
future with their hard-earned qualifica-
tions but alas! Another stumbling block 
awaiting them if  the new NPSC rule 
is really to be promulgated by the state 
govt. of  Nagaland as was asserted by the 
PSAN recently.

Well, a move to scrap class-III posts 
from the NPSC exam is nothing but yet 
another ploy to give a freehand to the 
politicians to maneuver all their ways 
to their advantage especially at this cru-
cial juncture when, next election is just 
knocking at our doorsteps. Therefore, 
the following context may throw some 
light on their (Politicians) misadventure 
propaganda where, we shouldn’t remain 
a mere spectator but gather up the cour-
age to say black is black and white is 
white especially the appropriate forum 
NSF the fore runner of  the students and 
their future.

Within the ambit of  the state govt. 
service rules, there’s a provision to make 
requisition through departmental exam 
in the form of  written and oral on certain 

category of  Cl-III posts but not necessar-
ily all the grade III post since it carries 
variable status and scales according to 
the nature of  post and thus requisition 
of  those posts through NPSC become a 
fulfilling criteria.

There were instances where, most of  
the departments went hush, hush man-
ner that only a circle of  well connected 
people umpteen time got the chance 
whereas the rest came to know only af-
ter the declaration of  the result. Thereby, 
most of  the highly qualified aspirants 
failed to apply for the post due to poor 
dissemination of  information.

In a departmental exam, generally it’s 
a known fact that there are several lobby-
ing groups, recommendation from min-
isters, MLA etc. along with undeclared 
department officers’ quota thereby mak-
ing it just a farce without any substance.

In departmental exam, there’s a 
greater chance of  manipulation such as 
nepotism, tribalism, favouritism for the 
fact that many well known circle, kin and 
clan of  the director, attached officers are 
easily accessible and thus conveniently 
connive with them in the form of  good-
will gift and take….you know best.

In department’s requisition exam not 
necessarily evil but umpteen time showed 
that many ad hoc appointees get the first 
privilege and virtually left just marginal 
posts for the other aspiring candidates.

The process in the department’s exam 
in most cases lacks transparency of  one’s 
scoring mark in both the written and oral 
marks and gradation are hardly shown or 
never.

Conservative estimation shows that 
75% of  today’s gazetted officers are polit-
ical appointment in Class III, who were 
in the later stage regularized with formal-
ity interview that never made known to 
the public. Invariably, the actual qualities 
of  those officers (Not necessarily all) are 
known by many Naga intellectuals that 
all their works and responsibilities are 
being carried out by their subordinates 
where, they (Officers) become just a rub-
ber stamp in their administrative activi-
ties.

Then, what is the advantage that this 
Class III should be scrapped from the 
NPSC and entrust them to the respective 
departments and whether this institute 
is incompetent to carry on the assigned 
responsibilities, if  so the reason thereof.

N.Haisoyi Ndang

Another Whip on NPSC 
Exam in the Making 

farmers in general.
The family hosting the sanctification feast, besides 

providing wine, meat, also has to host a dance party 
(Mükhow lungtreüm) of  his (head of  family) age group. 
The host who is able to provide everything will be called 
the “Yemshe Father”. He may also invite dance party 
from neighbouring villages and establish diplomatic ties 
(a necessity during those head-hunting days). Only pad-
dy rice is provided (not millet, maize, etc.) for food, and 
mugs from which they drink wine are made of  bamboo 
and kept in the house of  the host. Small quantities of  
foodstuff  are also offered to the dead souls.

In remembrance of  the departed and loved ones, prior 
to the sanctification, feast is offered lavishly by the host. 
The host will ask the villagers to fetch him pine-wood for 
lighting during the festival. Sacrificial acts, rituals, con-
struction of  bridges, ladders, collection of  materials for 
construction of  houses, etc. are done until the culmina-
tion of  the festival.

The Rituals
The host family who host the Purification Feast has to 
fulfill the following conditions before the great feast (the 
great closing ceremony) day.
1. The Host family of  Purification Feast has to provide 

wine to all families of  the village.
2. They have to host dance party of  his (head of  the fam-

ily) age-group, men and women in the village and in 
Khel-wise as well. Feast is given to the dancers, and 
meat is distributed to all his age-group friends.

3. Cutting of  Bamboo Mugs takes place twice. All the 
host’s clansmen/nephews make new bamboo mugs. 
They take wine from the mugs, kept with the host. All 

the old Mugs are collected from every house and kept 
in the host’s family for drinking wine.

4. Only paddy rice is arranged (not millet, maize, etc.) 
and distributed to all the houses by the host for cook-
ing and later the cooked rice is again collected and 
redistributed to all the families in the village.

5. For reserving of  frogs, one axe each for three rivers 
is given to the villagers as a sign of  frogs in these 
three rivers reserved. This is followed by giving out 
a big feast to all the village elders. After that, it is an-
nounced in the village that frogs in these three rivers 
are reserved by the host of  Purification feast or Yem-
she Festival. Hence no other villagers should go to 
these rivers to catch it.

6. After wine and food is arranged, the host of  the festival 
asks his villagers to fetch him pine-wood and he gives 
a big feast to the villagers. Men take 6 pieces of  meat 
while women take only 5 pieces on the occasion.

7. All the clansmen carry well-prepared food and wine 
and go to the reserved rivers and make bridges/lad-
ders for frog catchers to enable them to go to any part 
of  the river. At the same time, they eat and drink and 
enjoy on their own. This is a part of  many games they 
play during the festival.

8. A chicken is kept in a cage on a selected tree on the way 
to the field. Selected group will go to that spot with 
dried frogs where chickens were kept and have a feast 
there. Every household in the village has to perform 
this ritual. Even the poorest family has to perform this 
ritual by roasting brinjal if  he has no chicken.

9. It is traditionally believed that the most fertile lands 
were under the control of  spirits. Sacrificial rituals 
are therefore, performed according to the fertility of  

the land. For the most fertile land a Mithun has to 
be sacrificed, then a pig and for the less fertile land, 
a chicken has to be sacrificed in the field. Two big 
gourds (in the olden days gourds are used for water 
and any other liquid storage) of  wine is carried, one 
for halfway and the other for sacrificial consumption 
at the spot. While coming back from their fields the 
group do not mix up with other groups. Thus, a Mit-
hun group, Pig group and Chicken group shall come 
back home separately. Likewise, wine is also taken 
separately.

The Final Feast
After all the arrangements, like collection of  green veg-
etables, rice, meat and performance of  rituals are com-
pleted, the host selects 6 supervisors; two for washing 
ginger, four to supervise the butchers for preparation of  
the feast for the whole village. All young and old will 
come and help the host in preparation of  the feast. In this 
feast, Mithun, Pigs and Chicken are slaughtered. If  there 
is no Mithun, three pigs substitute a Mithun. Womenfolk 
pound rice and cook while the menfolk busy for meat, 
and other seemingly difficult jobs. By sundown, all the 
villagers, from youngest to the oldest come together to 
attend the great feast.

Few quantities of  all sorts of  foodstuff  and rice grains 
are shared and offered to the dead souls as farewell gifts 
and greetings on the final Yemshe Feast.

The last day of  the feast will be impressively observed 
as the ceremonial feast. A part from sanctification, eve-
ry parent will prepare a special meal for their children 
called “Luchisha” to eat together with his/her best friend 
among friends called “Luchipa” for boys and “Luchifü” 
for girls who are bonded to be friends till death. On this 
day everyone will remain at home and no one will do 
anything or go on a journey. The celebration ended with 
a grand festivities hoping for good harvest and prosperity.

From the very next day harvest starts and house con-
struction materials are collected.

Alüng Trakha

READERS’ MIRROR VIEWS & REVIEWSAppeal of family members of 
late Kiyanilie Peseyie

A Realistic View for the World

Govt. launches wildlife action plan for next 15 yrs

Open Letter to 
Commissioner of Nagaland

In the recent turn of  events, following the unfortu-
nate demise of  Late Kiyanilie Peseyie, his family 
members would like to appeal everyone to kindly 
let the matter rest and allow the departed soul to 

rest in peace. In his lifetime, Late Kiyanilie Peseyie al-
ways strived to be the unifying bond to bring differ-
ent people together to work for a common goal and for 
the welfare of  everybody. Even in his death, the family 
members would like to keep this ethos alive.

The family members hold no ill feelings towards 
any individuals/ groups. In utmost sincerity, we hope 
the spirit of  forgiveness and reconciliation will prevail.

Family of  Late Kiyanilie Peseyie

1. Unknowing  God  is  the  crux  of   all  evils  
in  the  world  and  knowing  God  is  the  
only  solution.

2. The  world  cannot  expect  a  better  world  
unless  a  realistic  step  is  taken  towards  
seeking  who  the  true  God  the  Creator  
of  the  heavens  and  the  earth  is, instead  
of   remaining  fanatic  in  superstitious  be-
liefs.

3. If   this  truth  is  acknowledged , it  is  a  
step  towards  winning  over  evils  and  
healing  the  sickness  of   the  world.

4. If   it  is  denied , it  is  a  denial  of   justice  
to  God  and  to  mankind.

5. Without  taking  any  new  step , good  
constitution , tight  administration , strin-
gent  laws , public  slogans  of   condemna-
tion  and  thousands  of   resolutions  can-
not  save  the  people.

6. Knowing  God  can  transform  murderers 
, robbers , rapists , deceivers , human  traf-
fickers , terrorists , thrillers  of   bomb  blast  
and  the  like  into  humanitarian  men  
and  women.

7. If   knowing  God  transformed  countless  
men  and  women  into  men  and  women  
of   the  light  of   the  world , all  men  and  
women  in  the  world  too  can.
The Creator alone can save and heal 

through keeping the law of  relationship with 
God which is , “KNOW GOD, BELIEVE IN 
HIM, FEAR HIM AND OBEY HIM”. This 
is the only way of  life and peace in the world.

HUMAN ETHICS OF RELATIONSHIP
Email: rev.suohie_mhasi@yahoo.com

After integrating climate change 
into wildlife planning, putting 
greater thrust on wildlife health 
management and poaching, in-

creasing public outreach and tweaking pre-
vious strategies, the Union Environment 
Ministry on Monday released the third 
National Wildlife Action Plan (NWAP) for 
2017-31.

The NWAP 2017-31, under which there 
are 250 projects, is India’s road map to con-
serve wildlife for the next 15 years.

Aspiring for a global leadership in wild-
life conservation, the Union Ministry’s plan 
is woven around the agenda of  the United 
Nations’ 15th Sustainable Developmental 
Goal -- “Life on Land”. 

The plan was released here at the open-
ing ceremony of  Global Wildlife Program 
(GWP) that involves 19 Asian and African 
countries, United Nations, World Bank and 
other leading global organisations to deal 
with the wildlife crime. 

Releasing the plan here, Union Environ-
ment Minister Harsh Vardhan said this was 
one of  the most modern plans ever which 
“exploits all the knowledge that country has 
gained in past years”.

He also said that the plan ensured public 
participation.

“This is the most modern action plan. 
Maximum participation of  people had been 
made in this plan to ensure that what we 
could not achieve till now, we may in the 
next decade,” Harsh Vardhan said.

The key strategic changes, according to 
the ministry, in the new plan is adopting a 
“landscape approach” in conservation of  
all the wildlife -- uncultivated flora (plants) 
and undomesticated fauna (animals) -- rath-
er than the areas where they occur.

This means that while till now pro-
grammes and plans related to wildlife were 
focused on and around national parks and 
sanctuaries, now the strategies would be 
based on the landscape of  the region that 
may not be limited to a reserve forest sys-
tem alone.

The plan has been divided into five com-
ponents, which are further divided into 17 
themes carrying 103 conservation actions. 
Each theme has a set of  conservation ac-
tions and projects -- 250, in all.

Man-animal conflict mitigation, adapt-
ing to the climate change, managing eco-
tourism, ensuring public participation in the 

conservation, developing human resources, 
strengthening research and monitoring 
through modern technology like radio col-
lars and drones and ensuring fundings for 
the wildlife sector have been given special 
thrust in the planning.

“Enough is being done in terms of  fi-
nancial help to the states... 90 per cent of  
the kitty under CAMPA (Compensatory 
Afforestation Fund Management and Plan-
ning Authority) fund goes to states, which 
has funds worth $5-6 billion, roughly Rs 
45,000 crore,” Environment Secretary A.N. 
Jha said.

He added at present, while India’s car-
bon sync was 7 billion tonnes, through 
forestation and plantation the ministry es-
timated it to reach 10,000 billion tonnes in 
near future. 

Of  all the 250 projects, the government 
has fixed 26 projects under the conservation 
outreach theme and 16 to ensure the pub-
lic participation. Besides, 14 projects will 
be taken to control poaching, 11 projects 
to mitigate man-animal conflict and 17 
projects for research and monitoring, to 
count a few.

IANS

Sir,

The Chizami Range public under the Chizami Sub Division are suffering 
from untold misery due to the absence of  SDO (C) since the transfer of  the 
last one on 17th June, 2017. A new officer is yet to be posted till date even 
after repeated appeal to the concerned higher authority. Therefore, the Chiza-
mi Range Public  Organization (CRPO) appeal to the concerned authority to 
kindly take necessary action and post SDO (C) at Chizami Sub Divisional Hq 
on or before October 20, 2017 failing which the CRPO will take its own course 
of  action for which the organization will not be held responsible for any unto-
ward problem that may arise.

Sd/-
WELHIPE CHIERO
President, CRPO

Sd/-
MEKHALO LOHE
General Secretary, CRPO
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News iN Brief
Three teenagers drown, one 
missing in river Ganga
Lakhisarai, Oct. 2 (PTI): Three teenagers today 
drowned, while one other went missing in river Ganga 
in Bihar’s Lakhisarai district, police said. The incident 
occurred when four cousin brothers had gone to take 
bath in the river, when one of them slipped into deep 
waters, Superintendent of Police Arvind Thakur said. 
All the three youths drowned in an effort to save each 
other, he said. The deceased have been identified as 
Roshan Kumar (16), Rinku Kumar (13) and Pranav 
Kumar (17), the SP said. Local villagers fished out the 
bodies, Thakur said, adding, efforts are on to trace the 
fourth boy, Shivam Kumar (14). The bodies of the three 
teenagers have been sent for post-mortem.

Two militants killed as army foils 
infiltration bid
Srinagar, Oct. 2 (PTI): The Army today foiled two 
infiltration bids along the Line of  Control (LoC) in 
Rampur and Tangdhar sectors of Jammu and Kashmir, 
killing two militants. “An infiltration bid was foiled today 
by alert soldiers along the LoC in Rampur sector of  
Baramulla district,” a defence spokesman said here. Two 
militants were killed and two weapons recovered from 
them. The search operation was still in progress. Earlier, 
the Army foiled another infiltration bid by militants in 
Tangdhar sector of Kupwara district. An Army official 
said the soldiers noticed some suspicious movement near 
the LoC and challenged the suspects. “An exchange of  
fire took place between the sides,” he said adding search 
operation was launched soon after the gunfire stopped. 
Further details of the incident are awaited, he added.

Two persons arrested for cow 
slaughter in UP
Gonda (UP), Oct. 2 (PTI): Two persons have been 
arrested for their alleged role in cow slaughtering at 
Bhatpurwa village in Katra Bazar leading to tension 
in the area, police said today. Ram Sewak and Mangli 
have been booked under the stringent National Security 
Act (NSA), they said. According to police, the duo took 
away the cow belonging to Ganesh Prasad Dixit from the 
latter’s house yesterday and slaughtered the animal in a 
nearby field, Superintendent of Police, Umesh Kumar 
Singh said. “There was tension in the village, but the 
police reached the spot and now the situation is under 
control,” he said. The officer added the incident was 
deliberate and that it was planned keeping in mind the 
Moharram procession in the village today.

Constable killed in accident
Moga (PB), Oct. 2 (PTI): A police constable was killed 
when his motorcycle was hit by an unidentified vehicle at 
Baghapurana town near here, the police said today. The 
deceased had been identified as Kamaljeet Singh (29). 
The accident took place last night when the constable 
was going to his native village Viroke, police said. A 
case had been registered against the driver of the vehicle, 
police said.

BSF commandant booked in arms 
license case
New Delhi, Oct. 2 (PTI): A commandant of the BSF 
has been booked by the CBI for allegedly aiding the 
force personnel get private arms licenses from sensitive 
Rajouri and Shopian districts in Jammu and Kashmir 
by using fake documents. The agency has registered an 
FIR against the then commandant of the 131 battalion 
Sukhwinder Singh, owner of Nav Durga Gun House in 
Jammu, P K Sharma, and a retired district magistrate 
of  Rajouri, Faquir Chand Bhagat, for conspiracy, 
cheating, violation of  the Arms Act and corruption. 
The FIR has been registered after a three-year-long 
preliminary enquiry initiated on the 2014 complaint of  
the then Additional Director General (operations) K K 
Sharma, now the chief of the BSF. It is alleged that Singh 
abused his official position and arranged the meeting of  
Sharma, an ex-BSF constable, with jawans of the BSF 
and persuaded them to get private licenses in lieu of Rs 
12,000 each from nine jawans in 2013.

Ke j r i wa l  s u m m o n s  c h i e f 
secretary for absence from Shastri 
anniversary event
New Delhi, Oct. 2 (IANS): Delhi Chief  Minister 
Arvind Kejriwal has summoned Chief Secretary M.M. 
Kutty over his absence from the event held to mark the 
birth anniversary of former Prime Minister Lal Bahadur 
Shastri at Vijay Ghat here on Monday. Nagendar 
Sharma, the media Advisor to the Chief Minister, on 
Monday said in a tweet that the Chief  Minister had 
summoned the top Delhi officer for being absent from 
the Vijay Ghat programme. The birth anniversary 
celebration of the former Prime Minister was attended 
by President Ram Nath Kovind and Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi, among others, earlier in the day. In the 
past also, the Aam Aadmi Party-led Delhi government 
had been at loggerheads with government officers. Kutty 
was unavailable for comment on the issue. 

Bihar begins campaign against 
child marriage, dowry
Patna, Oct. 2 (IANS): A massive campaign against 
child marriage and dowry was launched in Bihar on 
Monday, officials said. Chief  Minister Nitish Kumar 
launched the statewide campaign at the newly built Bapu 
Sabhagar here on the sidelines of Mahatma Gandhi’s 
148th birth anniversary celebrations. Child marriage is 
rampant in Bihar, particularly in rural areas, despite laws 
against it. Till a few years ago, Bihar accounted for 69 
per cent of child marriages of total marriages.  But the 
latest National Family Health Survey-4 revealed that the 
figure has declined in the last 10 years due to increase of  
education among girls. 

even 1,000 Gandhis cannot ‘clean india’ 
without support of 125 cr. indians —  Modi 

India, B’desh to hold border 
talks on Rohingyas, other issues

Victims of Pak shelling battling 
for life at Jammu hospital

Rape accused Punjab ex-minister seeks to 
surrender in Chandigarh, court declines

Hazare slams Modi govt. over failure to appoint Lokpal, threatens fresh protest

Journalists across India protest growing intolerance against criticism

‘Build temple, worship places for 
other religions nearby in Ayodhya’ 

New Delhi, Oct. 2 (PTI): Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi said today that issues such 
as cleanliness and hygiene should not be 
politicised and asserted that even 1,000 Ma-
hatma Gandhis could not achieve the goal 
of a ‘clean India’ without the participation 
of 125 crore Indians.

Addressing a gathering here to mark 
three years of the Swachh Bharat mission, 
he said he had been severely criticised when 
he had initiated the programme and stepped 
out with a broom to launch it.

Maintaining that it was essential for 
children to wash their hands before eating 
as unhygienic conditions had led to several 
children dying, the prime minister said when 
he flagged the issue people asked how they 
would get soap and water.

People went to the extent of  saying 
that the prime minister was making these 
statements just for the purpose of making a 
speech, Modi said.

“...If you have to abuse Modi, there are 
a thousand (other) issues...but we should 
neither make fun nor politicise issues which 
are meant to bring about change in society,” 
he said.

People, including fellow politicians, had 
slammed him for “spoiling” children’s Octo-
ber 2 holiday, Modi said.

“We cannot achieve the target (of  a 
Clean India) even if 1,000 Mahatma Gan-
dhis, one lakh Narendra Modis, chief min-
isters and all governments come together. 
We can achieve it (only) when all 125 crore 

countrymen come together,” Modi told the 
gathering.

Asserting that he was convinced that the 
path shown by Mahatma Gandhi could not 
be wrong, he said he had endured a lot of  
criticism.

“But my nature is such that I endure a 
lot of things. My responsibility is such that 

I should endure. Slowly, I am increasing my 
capacity to endure (criticism)...For three 
years, without hesitation, I continued. I con-
tinued as I was sure that the path shown by 
the Mahatma and what he had said cannot 
be wrong,” Modi said.

About five years ago, when children were 
seen cleaning their schools, it would create 

controversy with even parents criticising 
teachers. But now, children helping clean 
schools is seen as positive news, he added.

Soon, people who participate in cleanli-
ness drives will not make news but pictures 
of those who stay away from it will be shown 
on television, Modi said.

The country had come a long way but 
a lot remained to be done before the ‘clean 
India’ target could be achieved, Modi said.

He noted that the media and members of  
civil society had played a key role in propa-
gating the importance of cleanliness. There 
was need for introspection if the programme 
had not gained the desired momentum, 
notwithstanding the support from these sec-
tions, he stressed.

Modi said the issue of cleanliness should 
be looked at from the prism of women, who 
face difficulties due to lack of  toilets, and 
lauded children for being ambassadors of the 
key programme.

He said men find it easy to answer na-
ture’s call at any traffic junction. But women 
hold themselves back till they reach home.

Referring to the need for toilets, he said 
when women don’t have access to toilets, 
they go out in the open at the crack of dawn 
and hold themselves back till sunset to def-
ecate. This could lead to health problems 
for them. 

The prime minister also asked people to 
not discourage those who were practicing 
cleanliness if  the government was telling 
them to do so.

New Delhi, Oct. 2 (PTI): 
The movement of Rohingya 
refugees, smuggling of fake 
Indian currency notes and 
narcotics are among a host 
of  issues that will be dis-
cussed at the bi-annual talks 
between the chiefs of  the 
border guarding forces of  
India and Bangladesh be-
ginning tomorrow.

A 24-member delega-
tion of  the Border Guard 
Bangladesh (BGB) led by 
Director General Maj Gen. 
Abul Hossain will hold 
talks with a Border Security 
Force (BSF) team led by its 
chief K K Sharma.

The DG-level talks, the 
45th between the two sides, 
will be held at a BSF camp 
here. They will end on Oc-
tober 5.

Officials said both the 
sides are expected to bring 
on table the recent incidents 
of  movement of  Rohingya 
Muslims across the border 
they share.

The Indian side is also 
expected to take up the is-
sue of fake Indian currency 
notes (FICN) being smug-
gled from the other side.

The two sides are also 
expected to discuss trans-
border crimes, including 
cattle smuggling; activi-
ties of  Indian insurgent 
groups based in Bangla-
desh, prevention of  illegal 
migration, joint efforts for 
effective implementation 
of  common agenda pro-
grammes and other confi-
dence building measures, 
they said.

“The two sides will also 
take up issues that were 
discussed when a BSF del-
egation visited Bangladesh 
in February this year.

“The relations between 
the two forces are very cor-
dial and the aim of  these 
talks is to take them for-
ward,” they said. 

The two sides will also 
review the progress of  the 
single -row fence they are 
erecting to secure over 250 
villages ahead of the exist-
ing barbed-wire fence along 
the International Border to 
curb cross-border crimes 
and instill a sense of  secu-
rity among the people living 
in the area. 

India shares a 4,096-km-
long border with Bangla-
desh. 

Jammu, Oct. 2 (PTI): Rabia 
Kousar is battling for her life at a 
hospital in Jammu. The five-year-
old girl was seriously wounded in 
Pakistani shelling along the Line of  
Control (LoC).

Rabia is among four people, 
who have suffered splinter injuries 
in the shelling this morning and 
have been brought to the govern-
ment medical college in Jammu for 
treatment.

The four continue to writhe in 
pain, but Rabia’s condition was 
“very grave”, doctors at the hospital 
say. “We will have to operate on the 
little girl to save her life. She suffered 
multiple internal injuries,” a doctor 
told PTI.

Rabia was airlifted to Jammu 
with Mohammad Rafiq, 25, from 
Poonch. Two others - Moham-
mad Sadiq and Nazir Hussain 
were brought to the hospital in an 
ambulance this evening after their 
condition deteriorated.

Rabia’s uncle Mushtaq Hus-
sain, a resident of  Bannat village 
near the LoC, said her elder sister 
Yasmeena, 15, died and her mother 
and another sister were injured after 
a mortar shell fired by Pakistani 
forces pierced through the wall of  
their house and exploded near 
them.

Mohammad Sadiq, Rabia’s fa-
ther, escaped the shelling as he was 
not present in the house. He said 
Yasmeena suffered the major brunt 
of the shelling by Pakistan and died 
on the spot.

“(Rabia’s) condition is also not 
well as the doctors said the chances 
of her survival were bleak. They are 
doing their best and we are praying 
for her life,” he said.

Hussain, 40, said he was lucky 
to survive the shelling.

“I have never seen such intense 
shelling in my life,” he said.

Pakistani security forces have 
been frequently violating the cease-
fire agreement with India. The latest 
violation happened along the LoC 
in Dighwar, Shahpur, Qasba, Kerni 
and Mandhar sectors was reported 
around 6.30 am and continued till 
11.30 am, officials said.

This year, particularly, has seen 
a sharp increase in ceasefire viola-
tions by Pakistan. Till August 1, 
there were 285 violations by Pa-
kistani forces compared to 2016, 
when the number was significantly 
lower at 228, according to the In-
dian Army.

Rafiq, a resident of Qasba who 
was airlifted with Rabia, said he and 
his family members were having tea 
when a shell landed in their house 
and exploded with a bang around 
them.

“I felt that my legs were ampu-
tated due to the impact.

When I regained conscious-
ness I saw blood oozing out of my 
thighs. My nephew Asrar Ahmad 
was lying dead nearby,” he said.

Rafiq’s brother Mohammad Ri-
yaz said there had been no warning 
by the Army about the mortar shells 
by the Army.

Chandigarh, Oct. 2 (IANS): 
A local court here on Monday 
refused to accept the surrender 
of  former Shiromani Akali Dal 
Minister Sucha Singh Langah, 
directing him to go to Punjab’s 
Gurdaspur town where the rape 
and cheating case was registered 
against him.

After remaining underground 
for three days, the rape accused ex-
minister dramatically surrendered 
at the District and Sessions Court 
here on Monday, but duty mag-
istrate Hirdejeet Singh rejected 
his bid and asked him to go and 
surrender in Gurdaspur.

Curiously, the Punjab Police, 
which had been claiming that 
it was conducting raids across 

Punjab for the past three days, did 
not reach the court complex here 
to arrest Langah even though he 
remained there for a few hours.

The former Minister was ac-
companied by his lawyer and 
some associates when he arrived 
at the court complex to surrender. 
Since the complex was closed 
due to Monday being a national 
holiday on account of  Gandhi 
Jayanti, he appeared before the 
Duty Magistrate.

Langah was booked on Friday 
at Gurdaspur on the complaint of  
a woman employee of the Punjab 
Police Vigilance Department.

The victim, a widow, claimed 
that she had been sexually ex-
ploited and raped by Langah 

since 2009 under the threat of  
death. She also said that she was 
a classmate of Langah’s daughter 
in college.

Langah had remained under-
ground since Friday and failed 
to surrender in Gurdaspur or 
Pathankot as promised and police 
had conducted raids at various 
places in Punjab in order to arrest 
him.

The former Minister was 
booked under Sections 376 (rape), 
384 (extortion), 420 (cheating) 
and 506 (criminal intimidation) 
of  the Indian Penal Code at the 
Gurdaspur City police station.

Langah, who was a Akali 
Dal core committee member and 
President of  its Gurdaspur dis-

New Delhi, Oct. 2 (PTI): Anna 
Hazare, whose anti-corruption 
protest attracted a huge outpour-
ing of  support in 2011, today 
threatened a rerun of  his cru-
sade as he denounced the Modi 
government over its “failure” to 
appoint a Lokpal and create a 
graft-free India.

Hazare, who was the face 
of the impassioned movement 
for the creation of Lokpal at the 
Centre and Lokayukta in states 
to probe corruption in the gov-
ernment, targeted Prime Minis-
ter Narendra Modi, saying “he 

is averse to appoint anyone to 
the office”.

The announcement came 
after the octogenarian Gan-
dhian visited Raj Ghat to pay 
tributes to Mahatma Gandhi 
on the occasion of  the 148th 
birth anniversary of the Father 
of the Nation.

“The movement I started for 
appointing a Lokpal is incom-
plete, which is why there is a 
need for another agitation.

“The government failed 
to appoint a Lokpal in the last 
three years. In fact, it has weak-

ened the Act (The Lokpal and 
Lokayukta Act, 2013),” he told 
reporters at a press conference 
at the New Maharastra Sadan 
here. The new movement, he 
said, would be launched by the 
end of  the year or early next 
year.

Hazare, who drove thou-
sands of  people onto streets 
in 2011, said he will interact 
with volunteers from across the 
country in Ralegaon Siddhi in 
Maharashtra on October 7 and 
8 to chalk out future course of  
action.

He accused the government 
of  not fulfilling its promises 
of  bringing back black money 
stashed abroad and implement-
ing the Swaminathan Commis-
sion report.

The promise of  bringing 
back black money remains un-
fulfilled, the number of  farm-
er suicides is increasing at an 
alarming rate, the Swaminathan 
Commission report has not 
been implemented yet, and cor-
ruption in the country is on the 
rise, Hazare said in a letter to the 
prime minister today.

Citing media reports, the 
social activist claimed that cor-
ruption had increased over the 
last 15 years.

“He (the prime minister) has 
shown no interest in appoint-
ing a Lokpal. When he was 
the chief  minister of  Gujarat, 
he did not want a Lokayukta. 
So he went to the High Court 
against the move and later ap-
proached the Supreme Court,” 
he claimed.

Hazare has written several 
letters to Modi in the past over 
the appointment of a Lokpal.

New Delhi, Oct. 2 (IANS): 
Hundreds of  journalists on Mon-
day formed human chains at 
various places across the country 
to protest intimidation of  the 
media and the killings of  scribes, 
including the murders of  Gauri 
Lankesh in Bengaluru and Shant-
anu Bhowmick in Tripura, and to 
draw attention towards “increas-
ing intolerance against criticism”.

Scores of  scribes turned up 
at the Press Club of  India (PCI) 
here and formed a human chain 
in the heart of  the capital to ex-
press their solidarity with their 
colleagues who were killed in the 

line of  duty. 
The protests on the occasion 

of Gandhi Jayanti were organised 
by various media associations, 
including the Press Club of  In-
dia, Federation of  Press Clubs 
in India, Indian Women’s Press 
Corps, Press Association, Kerala 
Union of  Working Journalists 
and Indian Journalists Union.

The trigger for the protests 
were the killings last month of  
Lankesh, the editor of  Karnata-
ka-based Lankesh Patrike, who 
was shot dead at her own door-
step, and Bhowmick, who was 
abducted and later hacked to 

death by a tribal group in Tripura 
while he was covering a fight be-
tween two local factions. 

According to data compiled 
by an independent non-profit or-
ganisation ‘Committee to Protect 
Journalists’, at least 10 journalists 
have been killed in India since 
2014 for various reasons. 

“Silent protests, meetings and 
human chains were organised in 
various state capitals and cities un-
der the aegis of press clubs in the 
country to draw attention to the 
killings, threats and intimidation 
of  journalists,” a joint statement 
from the media associations said. 

“Expressing concern at the 
growing incidents of  attacks on 
sections of  the media fraternity 
across the country - the symbolic 
protests on October 2 sent out 
one single message - violence 
against journalists in any form 
will not be tolerated in the land 
that preaches non violence.”

The protests were held to draw 
attention to the “increasingly 
unsafe environment for journal-
ists, the misogynistic and abusive 
targeting of  media persons for 
their views on online forums, 
covert and overt threats to physi-
cally harm journalists for holding 

different opinions and increasing 
intolerance against criticism”.

They resolved that journalis-
tic freedoms and the right to dis-
sent needed to be protected and 
the right to freedom of  expres-
sion needed to be upheld in the 
interests of  India’s liberal secular 
democracy. 

The protesting journalists 
later signed a memorandum to 
be given to Union Home Minister 
Rajnath Singh “requesting his 
intervention for a status report 
on attacks against journalists in 
various states and action in this 
regard”. 

New Delhi, Oct. 2 (PTI): A group 
comprising religious leaders, activists 
and members from academia today 
proposed construction of  a Ram temple 
in Ayodhya and also places of  worship 
for other religions nearby.

At a press conference here, former 
executive president of  Ranjanmbhoomi 
Nyas Ram Vilas Vedanti, ex-Union min-
ister Arif  Mohamad Khan and scientist 
Vijay P Bhatkar concurred that such a 
step will foster inter-religious harmony.

They appealed to different bodies 
related to the dispute to work towards 
resolving it.

The press meet was held under the 
banner of  Pune-based World Peace 
Centre (Alandi) which earlier in the 
day organised a day-long round table 
conference on- Need to resolve amicably 
the Ramjanmabhoomi-Babri Masjid is-

sue at Ayodhya through inter-religious 
dialogue.

The participants also passed a reso-
lution.

In a statement, the organisers said 
the resolution called for construction of  
a Ram temple on the “very birthplace” 
of  Lord Ram.

The 67 acres of  government-ac-
quired land contiguous to that place 
should be released by the central govern-
ment for construction of  a monument 
-- Vishwadharmi Shri Ram Manavta 
Bhavan -- consisting of  places of  wor-
ship for Hinduism, Islam, Christianity, 
Buddhism, Sikhism, Jainism, Zoroastri-
anism among others, it said. 

The resolution also proposed setting 
up of  a steering committee under Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi to resolve the 
matter.

AP/PTI

Prime Minister Narendra Modi addresses the Swachh Bharat Diwas function in New Delhi on Monday. 
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Palestinian Prime Minister Rami Hamdallah, greets his supporters on his arrival to the Palestinian side of 
the Beit Hanoun border crossing in the northern Gaza Strip, Monday, Oct. 2, 2017. Hamdallah is in Gaza for 
the most ambitious attempt yet to end the 10-year rift between rival Palestinian factions Fatah and Hamas
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Dhaka, Oct. 2 (PTI): Myanmar to-
day proposed to take back over half a 
million of its Rohingyas from Bang-
ladesh as the two countries agreed to 
set up a working group to coordinate 
the repatriation of the minority Mus-
lims who have fled across the border 
after a military crackdown.

More than half  a million Ro-
hingya have arrived in Bangladesh 
over the last five weeks after militant 
attacks on police checkposts in the 
Buddhist majority country sparked 
violent reprisals. Bangladesh has 
repeatedly urged Myanmar to repat-
riate them.

Bangladesh’s Foreign minister 
A H Mahmood Ali today held talks 
here with a senior representative of  
Myanmar’s civilian leader Aung San 
Suu Kyi.

“Myanmar has proposed to take 
back the Rohingyas from Bangla-
desh,” Ali told newsmen emerging 
from an over one hour long meeting 
with Minister for the Office of the 
State Counsellor of Myanmar Kyaw 

Tint Swe.
The two sides agreed on forming 

a joint working group to oversee the 
repatriation process but its composi-
tion would be decided later by both 
the countries, he said.

Ali said the meeting was held 
“in a peaceful manner” and Bang-
ladesh handed over the Myanmar 
representative a proposed agreement 
for smooth refugee repatriation and 
suggested implementation of  An-
nan Commission report for peaceful 
resolution of the crisis.

“Fruitful discussion was also 
held on security cooperation (in the 
meeting) when Bangladesh reiter-
ated its zero tolerance policy against 
all sorts of terrorism,” Ali said. 

Asked if  there was any time-
frame fixed for forming the joint 
working group, the minister evaded a 
direct answer saying “the process has 
started” but said Bangladesh s Home 
Minister Asaduzzaman Khan would 
“soon visit Myanmar to discuss the 
issue”.

Bangladesh Prime Minister 
Sheikh Hasina earlier called for 
an end to the violence and for safe 
zones to be set up in Myanmar to 
enable refugees to return.

She asked the United Nations to 
send a fact-finding mission to Myan-
mar and for Myanmar to implement 
recommendations drawn up by a 
former UN secretary-general Kofi 
Annan-led team on solving prob-
lems in Rakhine.

Khan and senior Bangladesh 
officials joined the meeting, which 
came after the overnight arrival of  
Kyaw Tint Swe.

There was no immediate com-
ment from Suu Kyi’s representative, 
who arrived last night amid mount-
ing global pressures on the country 
over exodus of  its ethnic minority 
Rohingya nationals to Bangladesh.

The latest influx of refugees be-
gan on August 25 when Myanmar’s 
military launched a crackdown in 
the northern Rakhine State over 
alleged terrorist attacks on its police 

outposts.
With the latest influx, there are 

now more than 800,000 refugees 
living near Bangladesh’s border with 
Myanmar.

The refugees claimed the Myan-
mar security forces were shooting at 
civilians, setting fire to their homes 
and raping Rohingya women.

Nobel peace laureate Suu Kyi, 
who has been severely criticised 
for her failure to curb the military 
crackdown on the Rohingya, said in 
a speech last month that Myanmar 
would take back “verified” refugees. 

She said Myanmar was ready 
to start a verification process under 
a 1993 agreement with Bangladesh 
and “refugees from this country 
will be accepted without any prob-
lem”.

Rohingyas, a Muslim minority, 
do not qualify for Myanmar citizen-
ship even though many have lived 
there for generations while its army 
insists they are interlopers from 
across the border in Bangladesh.

Stockholm, Oct. 2 (IANS): 
Three American scientists 
have won the 2017 Nobel 
Prize in Physiology or Medi-
cine for unravelling secrets 
of  how the body’s internal 
clock or circadian rhythm 
works -- a discovery that will 
help doctors understand the 
mechanism behind sleep 
patterns, hormone release, 
blood pressure and body 
temperature.

Jeffrey C. Hall, Michael 
Rosbash and Michael W. 
Young were able to peek 
inside the human biological 

clock and elucidate its inner 
workings, the Nobel Prize 
committee said in a state-
ment here on Monday.

The winners will share 
a prize of  825,000 British 
pounds.

“Their discoveries ex-
plain how plants, animals 
and humans adapt their 
biological rhythm so that 
it is synchronised with the 
Earth’s revolutions,” said the 
Nobel Assembly at Sweden’s 
Karolinska Institutet.

The research conducted 
on fruit flies isolated the 

“period” gene that controls 
the normal daily biological 
rhythm. This gene contained 
instructions for making a 
protein called “PER”. As 
levels of  “PER” increased, 
it turned off its own genetic 
instructions.

“PER” protein was 
found to accumulate in the 
cell during the night but 
degraded during the day. 
Thus, “PER” protein levels 
oscillate over a 24-hour cy-
cle, in synchrony with the 
circadian rhythm.

Chronic misalignments 

in this clock, as a result of  
our lifestyle and our external 
environment, is associated 
with increased risk for vari-
ous diseases as well as the 
temporary disorientation of  
jet lag that travellers experi-
ence while shifting between 
different time zones.

The scientists also dis-
covered a gene called “time-
less” and Young found one 
called “doubletime”, both 
the genes affecting the stabil-
ity of “PER”.

Hall was born in New 
York, Rosbash in Kansas 

City, and they both worked 
at Brandeis University. In 
2002, Hall became associ-
ated with the University of  
Maine.

Michael Young was 
born in Miami and worked 
at Rockefeller University in 
New York. 

The Nobel prize in Med-
icine last year was won by 
Yoshinori Ohsumi, a Japa-
nese cell biologist, for dis-
covering the process called 
“autophagy” in which cells 
destroy and recycle cellular 
components. 

Washington, Oct. 2 (IANS): The 
President of  the US said on Sunday 
that his secretary of  state was wast-
ing his time trying to negotiate with 
North Korea.

Donald Trump made his remarks 
after Rex Tillerson had said in a press 
conference Saturday in Beijing that 
the US had established direct chan-
nels with the secretive Asian nation 
and was seeking to calm tensions 
related to its defiant pursuit of  a nu-
clear programme, Efe reports.

“I told Rex Tillerson, our won-
derful Secretary of  State, that he is 
wasting his time trying to negotiate 
with Little Rocket Man,” Trump 
tweeted, using his nickname for 
North Korean supreme leader Kim 
Jong-un.

“Save your energy Rex, we’ll do 
what has to be done!” Trump added.

Tillerson said in Beijing that US 
officials were probing Pyongyang’s 
willingness to engage in dialogue, 
although he did not specify the na-
ture of  those overtures or whether 
they were being made via Chinese 
authorities.

Shortly afterward, State Depart-
ment spokeswoman Heather Nauert 
issued a statement in Washington 
reiterating the existence of  “several 
open channels.”

“(But) despite assurances that 
the United States is not interested 
in promoting the collapse of  the 

current regime, pursuing regime 
change, accelerating reunification of  
the peninsula or mobilizing forces 
north of  the DMZ, North Korean 
officials have shown no indication 
that they are interested in or are ready 
for talks regarding denuclearisation,” 
she added.

Tillerson’s announcement came 
amid a sharp increase in tensions trig-
gered by North Korea’s latest nuclear 
test (of  a hydrogen bomb) last month 
and heated rhetoric by both Trump 
and North Korean officials.

Tr ump ominous ly  war ned 
Pyongyang on in his debut speech 
before the United Nations General 
Assembly on Sept. 19 that the US 
would obliterate the Asian country 
if  necessary.

“The United States has great 
strength and patience, but if  it is 
forced to defend itself  or its allies, 
we will have no choice but to totally 
destroy North Korea,” Trump said in 
his UN speech.

Two days later, Kim accused 
Trump of  being mentally deranged 
and said he would “pay dearly” 
for making threats against North 
Korea. 

The Asian nation’s foreign min-
ister, Ri Yong-ho, told reporters in 
New York on Sept. 22 that North 
Korea may retaliate for Trump’s 
threats by testing a hydrogen bomb 
in the Pacific Ocean.

Erbil, Iraq, Oct. 2 (IANS): A newly-
formed council of  Political Leader-
ship of  Kurdistan - Iraq on Sun-
day replaced the High Referendum 
Council for Kurdistan region after 
the latter ended its mission of  hold-
ing referendum on independence 
of  the semi-autonomous region of  
Kurdistan.

“The High Referendum Council, 
headed by regional President Ma-
soud Barzani, held its first meeting 
after the Sept. 25 referendum and 
decided to form the Political Lead-
ership of  Kurdistan - Iraq for the 
post-referendum stage,” said Khalil 
Ibrahim, a member of  the council at 
a news conference after the meeting, 
XInhua reported.

The High Referendum Council 
ended its task of  holding the refer-
endum on independence, and the 
newly-formed council of  Political 
Leadership of  Kurdistan - Iraq, also 
headed by Barzani, is responsible 
for dealing with the results of  the 
referendum, including the relation 
with Baghdad and neighboring 
countries.

Ibrahim said that the new council 
welcomed the calls for dialogue with 
Baghdad as well as all the regional 
and international parties saying “we 
are ready to hold talks on all issues. 
We are part of  Iraq, and Iraq is our 
country until this moment.”

Earlier, Barzani welcomed an 
initiative launched by former Prime 
Minister Ayad Allawi aiming at 
ending the crisis between the central 
government and the regional govern-
ment by holding dialogue between 
the two sides without preconditions.

The Kurdish leadership also wel-
comed the call for dialogue presented 
by most revered Shiite cleric Grand 
Ayatollah Ali al-Sistani to resolve the 
crisis, which was exacerbated after 
the Kurdish region held the referen-
dum on Sept. 25.

In the weekly Friday prayer, the 
representative of  Sistani called for 
dialogue and that the two sides of  the 
crisis must adhere to the constitution 
and renounce violence and threat.

Tensions have been running high 
between Baghdad government and 
the Kurdish region after the region 
held a controversial referendum on 
independence of  Kurdistan and dis-
puted areas, including Kirkuk.

The independence referendum 
was opposed by many countries be-
cause it would threaten the integrity 
of  Iraq and it could undermine fight 
against Islamic State militants. 

In addition, neighbouring coun-
tries such as Turkey, Iran and Syria 
see that such a step would threaten 
their territorial integrity, as larger 
populations of  Kurds live in those 
countries.

Kuala Lumpur, Oct. 2 (IANS): 
Two women pleaded not guilty 
in a Malaysian court on Monday 
charged with the murder of North 
Korean leader Kim Jong-un’s 
estranged half-brother, Kim Jong-
nam, the media reported.

In February, Kim Jong-nam 
was poisoned with VX nerve agent 
at the Kuala Lumpur Interna-
tional Airport on his way back to 
his home in Macau, reports CNN.

Security footage showed the 
two women, 25-year-old Indone-
sian Siti Aisyah, and 29-year-old 
Vietnamese citizen Doan Thi 
Huong, walking up behind Kim 
Jong-nam and rubbing their hands 
on his face.

The two women arrived at the 
court wearing bullet proof vests 
and surrounded by a heavy po-
lice presence. Both woman were 
charged with murder under sec-
tion 302 of the Malaysian criminal 
code, which carries a mandatory 
death sentence.

Defence counsel Hisyam Ab-
dullah, who represents Doan, 
told CNN the lawyer who was ap-
pointed by North Korea to watch 

the brief  has been instructed by 
their embassy to disengage him-
self from observing proceedings.

A second lawyer for the Vi-
etnamese woman, Hisyam Teh 
Poh Teik, said that he expects 
the prosecution case to last until 
November, while the defence will 
start in the new year.

“Doan looks forward to the 
trial where her innocence will 
be established,” the lawyer told 
CNN. Malaysian authorities have 
claimed that the two women were 
trained by North Korean agents to 
swab Kim Jong-nam’s face with 
the nerve agent.

North Korea has repeatedly 
and vehemently denied any in-
volvement in the assassination.

But representatives of Huong 
and Aisyah said the two women 
were duped into thinking that 
they were participating in a prank 
TV show.

The VX nerve agent is a pow-
erful weapon of destruction. The 
poison kills by sending the nerve 
system into overdrive causing con-
vulsions, paralysis and eventually 
death due to respiratory failure. 

The Hague, Oct. 2 (IANS): 
Over 800 people of  different 
ages, nationalities and walks of  
life participated in a ‘Gandhi 
March’ held in The Hague, 
the seat of  government of  
the Netherlands, on Sunday 
as part of  a ‘Follow the Ma-
hatma’ campaign organised to 
mark the International Day of  
Non-Violence.

The day’s proceedings 
began with the Netherlands 
Marathi Mandal entertaining 
participants with traditional 
dhol and dances inside the 
compound of the iconic Peace 
Palace, home to the Interna-
tional Court of Justice and the 
Permanent Court of  Arbitra-
tion. 

Deputy Mayors of  The 
Hague, Rabin Baldewsingh 
and Karsten Klein as well as 
Ambassador of  India to the 
Netherlands, Venu Rajamony 

made brief  speeches flagging 
off the march. A spark taken 
from the eternal ‘World Peace 
flame’ that burns outside the 
Peace Palace, (created using 
a flame from the Mahatma 
Gandhi memorial at Raj Ghat 
in Delhi) was handed over 
to the Deputy Mayors and 
Ambassador Venu Rajamony, 
who led the march along with 
Ambassadors of many coun-
tries, Chan Santokhi, MP, and 
leader of  Opposition from 
Suriname and leaders of  the 
Indian community, according 
to a press release from the 
Indian Embassy, The Hague.

The colourful march guid-
ed by motorcycle outriders in 
front and with mounted police 
on horses at the back, wound 
through the streets of the city for 
about an hour before conclud-
ing at the historic Grote Kerk or 
Big Church of The Hague. 

The marchers wore T 
shirts specially designed for 
the occasion with the ‘Follow 
the Mahatma’ campaign logo 
of  Gandhiji walking with a 
stick in one hand and a cycle 
in the other. They also carried 
posters and shouted slogans 
advocating non-violence and 
peace as well as the teachings 
of Mahatma Gandhi. 

Other dignitaries who took 
part in the activities included 
the Ambassadors of  South 
Africa, UK, Austria, Spain, 
Indonesia, Bangladesh and 
Sri Lanka, Political leader of  
Indian origin and celebrity fit-
ness advocate and inspirational 
speaker Milind Soman, Theo 
Henrar, Chairman of  Tata 
Steel Nederland, Prof  Vinod 
Subramaniam, Rector Mag-
nificus of  Vrije University in 
Amsterdam, former Members 
of the Netherlands Parliament 

R.Ramlal and Tanya Jednand 
Singh.

On reaching the Grote 
Kerk, the marchers paid re-
spects to a bicycle personally 
used by Mahatma Gandhi and 
sent to the Netherlands by 
the Gandhi Memorial Trust 
of  India as a special gesture, 
in view of  the popularity of  
cycling in the Netherlands. 
The cycle will be part of  an 
exhibition on ‘Gandhi, King 
and Mandela’ in Amsterdam 
till early next year. An excerpt 
of  Philp Glass’s masterpiece 
opera titled ‘Satyagraha’ in-
spired by Mahatma Gandhi’s 
philosophy of  non-violent 
resistance was performed by 
artists from the Korzo Theatre 
and Kwekers in de Kunst. The 
excerpt which portrayed the 
conversation between Arjuna 
and Krishna in the Mahab-
harata, was performed in a 

new adaptation with modern 
Indian dance. 

A new book in Dutch ti-
tled “Gandhi -An illustrated 
biography” by Indian author 
Pramod Kapoor and published 
by Lannoo of  Belgium was 
released during the event. The 
celebrations ended with a per-
formance of  Mahatma Gan-
dhi’s favourite songs ‘Lead, 
kindly light’,and ‘Abide with 
me’ as well as the famous 
civil rights song ‘We shall over-
come’ by a group from the 
American Protestant Church 
of The Hague.

The ‘Follow the Mahatma’ 
campaign will also be held 
on October 2 with volunteers 
fanning out to 22 schools of  
Netherlands and conducting 
classes on Mahatma Gandhi 
and the Importance of  non-
violence. There will also be a 
social media campaign inviting 
people across the country to 
contribute photos and videos 
declaring their commitment to 
non-violence. 

A multinational meeting 
will be held in the Peace Pal-
ace by the Mahatma Gan-
dhi Foundation with eminent 
speakers talking about the 
message of Mahatma Gandhi. 
Events are also being organ-
ised by the Indian community 
around the statues of Mahat-
ma Gandhi in The Hague, 
Utrecht and Amsterdam while 
Indian students are taking the 
lead to organise a Cleanliness 
drive in Maastricht University 
and a discussion in Technical 
University, Delft.

Beit Hanun (Palestinian Territories), Oct. 
2 (PTI/AFP): Palestinian prime minister 
Rami Hamdallah arrived in Gaza today for 
his first visit in two years, saying the Palestin-
ian Authority would assume control of the 
strip after a decade of factional strife.

Hamdallah crossed the border with doz-
ens of ministers and officials from the West 
Bank-based PA into the Hamas-run coastal 
enclave at around noon.

The Islamists have controlled Gaza since 
a 2007 split but recently agreed to hand over 
civilian power to a unity government.

“The government began to exercise its 
roles in Gaza from today,” Hamdallah said 
at a press conference at the crossing.

“We return to Gaza again to end the 
division and achieve unity.” 

He was welcomed by thousands of  
Gazans, with hopes that this reconciliation 
plan can avoid the problems that wrecked 
several previous attempts.

Hamdallah’s entry was delayed by 
around half  an hour because of  disputes 
between PA and Hamas security men, a 
security source said.

Hamas politicians and members of the 
premier’s Fatah faction greeted Hamdallah 
on arrival.

He is expected to meet Hamas’s overall 
leader Ismail Haniya and its Gaza chief  
Yahya Sinwar later today, and chair a cabinet 
meeting tomorrow.

The event is meant to be the first signifi-
cant step in a transfer of powers.

Hamas ousted the PA in 2007 after a near 
civil war, but recently agreed to dissolve what 
has been seen as its rival administration and 
make way for a unity government.

Palestinian president Mahmud Abbas’s 
PA is the internationally recognised Pales-
tinian government and supposed to steer its 
people to an independent Palestinian state.

Hamas, blacklisted as a “terrorist” group 
by the European Union and the United 
States, won a landslide victory in 2006 Pal-
estinian parliamentary elections.

It ousted Fatah from Gaza the following 
year after wrangling over the formation of  
a new government degenerated into bloody 
clashes. 

Abbas’s limited power has since been 
confined to the West Bank which is under 
Israeli military occupation and located, at its 
nearest point, 40 kilometres from the Israel-
Gaza border.

The logistics of the visit are themselves 
an indication of Palestinian divisions and 
challenges.

Arriving by road from Ramallah, about 
70 kilometres away in the West Bank, 
Hamdallah’s convoy crossed Israel and then 
transited the fortress-like Erez crossing into 

Gaza before passing a Hamas checkpoint.
Hamas last month finally agreed to the 

PA’s return to Gaza, under pressure from the 
enclave’s powerful neighbour Egypt.

The group was squeezed by Abbas, 
who stopped paying Israel for electricity it 
supplies to Gaza, resulting in devastating 
power cuts.

And long-time Hamas ally Qatar’s dip-
lomatic isolation led to a fall in backing for 
the group.

For Gaza’s two million residents, the 
hope is to see an improvement in their mis-
erable living conditions in the overcrowded 
and impoverished territory.

Battered by three wars with Israel since 
2008, Gaza is under Israeli and Egyptian 
blockade and suffers from severe water and 
electricity shortages, an economic slump and 
unemployment of more than 40 per cent.

Abu Musa Hamduna, a 42-year-old 
Gazan, welcomes the return of  central 
government.

“We call on it to take care of the young 
-- this is the most important -- and to resolve 
the electricity crisis and improve the living 
conditions of the people of Gaza,” he said.

Experts say that the prospect of social 
unrest among disgruntled Gazans was a 
factor in Hamas’s willingness to reconcile 
with Fatah, along with its growing isola-
tion and perhaps a new pragmatism in its 
leadership.

Hamas and Fatah, which dominates the 
PA, have both expressed confidence that the 
latest unity initiative will fare better than the 
failures of the past.

But scepticism remains rife, with many 
observers suspecting Hamas of  a tactical 
manoeuvre to improve its position.

They doubt Hamas will cede its security 
control over the strip to the PA, and see ma-
jor challenges for Abbas in finding a future 
for the thousands of public workers recruited 
by Hamas over the past decade.

Particularly thorny issues include the 
potential future of Hamas’s military wing.

The Hamdallah delegation’s visit is seen 
as largely symbolic and preparing the ground 
for further talks, probably in Cairo.

The outcome will determine the Palestin-
ians’ acceptance on the international stage.

The PA recognises Israel, but that ap-
pears to remain out of  the question for 
Hamas.

Israeli construction minister and former 
general Yoav Galant says everything de-
pends on Hamas accepting Israel’s existence 
and ending armed struggle. 

“If  the answer is positive, we can talk 
about a lot of  things,” he says. “If  it is 
negative, nothing has changed and all this is 
a deception.” 



EastErn Mirror  |  Dimapur, Tuesday, October 3, 2017

10
ENTERTAINMENT
Mirror

Kangana’s new space to be used for production house
National Award-winning actress Kangana Ranaut has bought a new bungalow on 
Pali Hill, Bandra here. She is planning to utilize the space for her production house.
The new bungalow has 565 sq.ft parking space, and according to her spokesperson, 
“the property will be used as office space for Kangana’s production house called 
Manikarnika Films”. The bungalow is located on Nargis Dutt road, ground plus 
three-storey structure. It is reportedly worth Rs 20.7 crore. The registration was done 
in September. The actress is currently busy shooting for “Manikarnika: The Queen 
of Jhansi”, based on the life of Rani Lakshmibai of Jhansi. (IANS)

Winners along with the organisers and special guests. 

Singer Aldean 
speaks up on 
‘horrific’ Las 
Vegas shooting

Brillante piano festival held at RCEMPA Jotsoma

C
ountry singer 
Jason Aldean, 
who was per-
forming near 
the end of the 

Route 91 Harvest Festival 
when a mass shooting hap-
pened, says it was beyond 
horrific.

On Monday, Aldean 
took to Instagram to com-
ment on the incident that 
happened on Sunday night, 
reports hollywoodreporter.
com.

His post entitled “Pray 
for Las Vegas” came just 
before police said 20-plus 
people were killed and 
100-plus injured by a local 
gunman. 

“Tonight has been 

beyond horrific. I still 
don’t know what to say 
but wanted to let everyone 
know that me and my crew 
are safe,” Aldean said.

He continued: “My 
Thoughts and prayers go 
out to everyone involved 
tonight. It hurts my heart 
that this would happen 
to anyone who was just 
coming out to enjoy what 
should have been a fun 
night. #heartbroken #stop-
thehate.”

The death toll later rose 
to more than 50, with over 
200 injured. Police also 
said the gunman was dead, 
with officials searching for a 
female companion of his. 

IANS

‘B
rillante’, 
a piano 
festival was 
held from 
Sep. 28 

to 30th at the RCEMPA 
in Jotsoma, near Kohima 
town. 

The event witnessed 
performances and demon-
stration and teaching from 
various performers from 
across the state. 

Brillante with a heart 
to celebrate piano music, 
performance and education 
organised festival. 

The concept and drive 
behind the festival was 
Khyochano Ngully, the 
festival’s director. An edu-
cationist and a mentor to 
musicians. She is the direc-
tor of Music Academy in 
Kohima and the local area 
representative of Trinity 
College.

The competition round 
of the festival commenced 
with 80 video entries from 
pianists all over the state 
vying for a spot at the 
live auditions, which was 
narrowed down to 35 by 
judges from the USA and 

TickeT raTes
Silver Rs. 80
Gold Rs. 150

Platinum Rs. 320

HILL STAR 
Movie Schedule

Hill Star is thrilled to announce 
its valued HillStarCinema 

fans that the hall is now live at 
BookMyShowIN You can now 

BUY tickets online! 

11 am, 2 pm, 5 pm, 8 pm: Judwaa 2 (Hindi)

Kendall Jenner cries 
over Pepsi scandal

Sonam Kapoor acquires rights 
of ‘The Aryavarta Chronicles’

Amanda looks unrecognizable

JLo feared of staying single 
after Marc Anthony split

Bruno Mars surprises Michelle Obama with gift

M
odel-reality TV star 
Kendall Jenner says 
she feels terrible for 
her involvement in the 
infamous political Pepsi 

commercial.
“I feel really bad that anyone was 

ever offended. I feel really bad that this 
was taken such a wrong way and I genu-
inely feel like s**t,” Kendall shared with 
her sister Kim Kardashian on Sunday’s 
“Keeping Up With the Kardashians” 
season premiere about the controversial 
advertisement, reports etonline.com.

The commercial, which released 
in April and then almost immediately 
pulled by Pepsi, saw Kendall playing 
herself at a political protest and using 
soda to bring peace between racially di-
verse demonstrators and police officers.

The commercial was slammed for 
commercialising political protests and 
rallies, and trivializing the tensions 
between minorities and law enforcement 
in the US.

Kendall took a lot of heat and she 
admitted to her sister that she had “no 
idea how I’m going to bounce back from 
it”.

“I didn’t even know what to do,” she 
said of the initial negative feedback.

“This is the first time you’ve had a 
scandal,” Kim said. 

“This is your first real experience 
with something like this. It’s okay…. 
This is just going to be the biggest lesson 

learned for you.”
Kendall said: “It’s really depress-

ing and it bothers me every single 
day.”

In a solo interview with 
the “Keeping Up With the 
Kardashians” cameras, 
Kendall began to cry as she 
shared her side of the story.

“I would never purposely 
hurt someone, ever. And obvi-
ously if I knew this was going to be 
the outcome, I would have never done 
something like this,” Kendall explained 
as she wiped tears from her eyes. 

“But you don’t know 
when you’re in the mo-
ment.”

“I felt so stupid. 
The (idea) that I 
would offend 
other people 
or hurt other 
people was 
definitely not 
the intent. 
And that’s 
what got me 
the most.”

IANS

A
ctor Sonam 
Kapoor has 
acquired the 
movie rights 
for the book 

series, “The Aryavarta 
Chronicles”.

The bestseller series 
by Singapore-based author 
Krishna Udayasankar is 
a modern retelling of the 
epic Mahabharata through 
the novels “Govinda”, 
“Kaurava” and “Kurukshe-
tra” that collectively 
comprise the 
series.

“I 
was 

zapped and star-struck when Sonam first 
reached out to me to let me know she’d 

enjoyed ‘The Aryavarta Chronicles’.
“It’s exciting that ‘The Aryavarta 

Chronicles’ series is in the hands of  
someone with great aesthetic vi-
sion. Sonam’s passion for the story 
and its characters; and her down-
to- earth attitude totally blew me 

away. I can’t wait to work with her,” 
Udayasankar said in a statement.

The 32-year-old actor has 
previously bought the film rights of  
Anuja Chauhan’s novel “The Zoya 

Factor”.
Sonam is currently filming 

“Veerey Di Wedding”, 
which also features 

Kareena Kapoor 
Khan and Swara 

Bhasker.
IANS

A
ctress 
Amanda 
Bynes looked 
unrecogniz-
able as she 

was spotted for the first time 
in three months running 
errands here.

Bynes, 31, who an-
nounced her desire to 
return to showbiz earlier 
this year, opted for a beige 
baggy cardigan and black 

slacks for her shopping 

trip with life coach Joy 
Stevens, reports mirror.
co.uk.

She added a Chanel 
handbag and some over-
sized spectacles to her look 
and was seen grabbing 
cereal as well as Halloween 
decorations.

With her blonde hair 
crimped into curls, the 
actress grinned as she con-
versed with Stevens.

IANS

S
inger-actress Jen-
nifer Lopez feared 
she would be “alone 
forever” after splitting 
from her third husband 

Marc Anthony.
Lopez split from Anthony in 

July 2011, and the “hard time” 
motivated her to buy a house in 
the Hamptons so her children 
-- nine-year-old twins Max and 
Emme -- would always want 
to come back to her, reports 
femalefirst.co.uk. “I remember 
a certain point when I had my 

kids thinking, ‘I really want to 
get a house in the Hamptons so 
they can have a place they go in 
the summer, that we go to every 
summer.’ There was something 
romantic about that to me,” 
Lopez told HELLO magazine. 
“After I got divorced and it was a 
hard time, I said to myself, ‘I’m 
gonna do that. I’m gonna be like 
that lady Diane Keaton in ‘Some-
thing’s gotta give’, just in case 
I never get married again and I 
stay alone forever.’ Silly idea.

IANS

List of winners
Category B (Age 15 and above) 
Winner: Imsongdi Imsong (Pupil of Khyo-

chano TCK Ngully, Music Academy 
Kohima) and Petenei Tacu (Pupil of  
Khyochano TCK Ngully)

Category A winner(8-14 yrs ) 
Winner: Temsuienla Longchar (Pupil of  

Vizokho Nagi, Music Academy Kohima)
Runners up: Ati Mero (Pupil of Ruth Sasu)

the UK.
Fourteen pianists were then 

selected by local judges Sahu 
Peseyie, Ezono K John, Zingrin 
Shishak, Bethel Tsuzu and 
Khyochano Ngully.

Russian concert pianist 
Tatyana Dichenko and jazz 
musician Pradyumna Manot 
Singh also performed during 
the festival.  

Workshops with local 

resource Nise Meruno, Yamaha 
Brand Ambassador was also 
part of the festival while various 
local artists took part in the 
three days festival. 

The Music Task Force of  
Nagaland, Furtados India, 
Yamaha India, De Orien-
tal Grand, YouthNet, and 
Le Connect supported the 
festival as event and resource 
partners.

The winners for category B 
were awarded with ‘CLP 625 
worth 1,20,000’ sponsored by 
Yamaha, while the runners up 
were awarded Korg B1 Furtados 
worth 43000.

The category A winner was 
awarded Yamaha P-45 worth 
Rs. 46000 and runners up with 
Korg B1 by Furtados worth Rs. 
43000.

EMN

S
inger Bruno 
Mars gave the 
former First Lady 
Michelle Obama 
a personalised 

jersey bearing the words, 
“Obama 24K” in gold.

Michelle got the 
surprise gift from Mars 
last week at his concert at 
the Capital One Arena in 
Washington, D.C.. It is part 
of his 24K Magic world 
tour. 

“Last Night in D.C. 
Mrs. Obama came to 
the concert and blessed 

us with her presence 
#24kmagicworldtour 
#Hooligans,” Mars wrote 
on Instagram, alongside a 
photo of the two, reports 
eonline.com.

He also posted a pic-
ture showing them with his 
band, The Hooligans.

“#Squad,” he wrote.
The former First Lady 

is a big fan of Mars. 
At the 2015 White 

House Easter Egg Roll, she 
danced to Mars’s “Uptown 
funk!”.

IANS
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Eating habits of black holes make 
some galaxies appear brighter

How to convert your kid’s toy into a TV remote

This protein may improve 
flu symptoms, cut death risk

SpaceX to put humans on Mars by 2024, cut flight times on Earth

Babies’ early ‘term’ birth linked to poor respiratory fitness

Tropical forests now emit more CO2 than they remove

Solar activity doubles radiation levels on Mars

Know how pregnant 
women can quit smoking

Playing video games may help quickly analyse situations

New York, Oct. 2 (IANS): 
Researchers have found 
that some galaxies appear 
brighter to astronomers’ 
te lescopes because of  
faster rates at which their 
supermassive black holes 
swallow matter and spit 
out energy, not because of  
the way the galaxies face 
Earth, as earlier believed.

For decades, astrono-
mers have tried to pin down 
why two of  the most com-
mon types of  active galax-
ies, known as Type-I and 
Type-II galaxies, appear 
different when observed 
from Earth. 

“Our new analysis of  
X-ray data from NASA’s 
Swift Burst Alert Telescope 
suggests that Type-I gal-
axies are much more ef-
ficient at emitting energy,” 
said co-author of  the study 
Richard Mushotzky, Pro-
fessor of  Astronomy at the 
University of  Maryland in 
the US.

Although both galaxy 
types host voracious super-
massive black holes known 
as active galactic nuclei, 
which actively swallow 
matter and emit massive 
amounts of  radiation, Type 

I galaxies appear brighter 
to astronomers’ telescopes.

The new results, pub-
lished in the journal Na-
ture, suggest that Type-I 
and Type-II galaxies do not 
just appear different - they 
are, in fact, very different 
from each other, both struc-
turally and energetically. 

The study makes a ma-

jor modification to a popu-
lar theory called the unified 
model. 

A c c o r d i n g  t o  t h i s 
model, the active nuclei of  
Type-I and Type-II galaxies 
have the same fundamental 
structure and energetic pro-
file, but appear different 
solely because the galaxies 
point toward Earth at dif-

ferent angles. 
Specifically, Type-II 

galaxies are tilted such that 
they are obscured by their 
own rings of  dust, mak-
ing Type-I galaxies appear 
brighter by comparison.

The new study suggests 
that the key factor that 
distinguishes Type-I and 
Type-II galaxies is the rate 

Adelaide, Oct. 2 (IANS): 
SpaceX unveiled plans to 
put humans on Mars as 
early as 2024 and drasti-
cally reduce flight times 
on Earth with its “most 
powerful” rocket, complet-
ing the longest flight on 
our home planet within 
an hour.

SpaceX founder and 
CEO Elon Musk made the 
announcement on the final 
day of  the 68th Interna-
tional Astronautical Con-
gress (IAC) here, reports 
Xinhua news agency.

Musk, who also serves 
as CEO of  automotive 

c o m p a n y  Te s l a ,  s a i d 
SpaceX was aiming for 
cargo missions to the Red 
Planet in 2022 and crew 
with cargo by 2024.

S p a c e X  a l s o  a n -
nounced its new fully re-
usable BFR rocket which 
could eventually be used 
for international flights on 
Earth as well besides doing 
almost every flight-related 
activity that the company 
enrages in or proposes 
to do, including carrying 
humans to Mars.

“I  can’t  emphasise 
enough how profound 
this is and how important 

this is,” Musk told the 
Congress as the keynote 
speaker. The new BFR 
has the highest capacity 
payload of  any rocket ever 
built, meaning it has the 
lowest launch cost, due to 
its status as a fully reusable 
rocket while also being the 
most powerful.

“It’s really crazy that 
we build these sophisticat-
ed rockets and then crash 
them every time we fire,” 
Musk said.

He said the new BFR 
could carry a 40-carriage 
spaceship to Mars with 
two or three people occu-

pying each carriage.
The rocket is capable 

of  flying from Earth to the 
Moon and back without 
refuelling, making creat-
ing a base on the Moon, 
dubbed Moon Base Alpha, 
achievable in near future.

SpaceX intends for the 
new, scaled-down BFR to 
replace its other flagship 
rockets, the Dragon, Fal-
con 9 and Falcon Heavy.

Musk said the rocket 
could travel from New 
York City to Shanghai in 
37 minutes at a maximum 
speed of  28,968 km per 
hour.

“BFR will take you 
anywhere on Earth in less 
than 60 minutes,” Musk 
said. Funding for BFR de-
velopment will come from 
SpaceX’s satellite and In-
ternational Space Station 
(ISS) revenue.

SpaceX’s announce-
ment came hours after 
Lockheed Martin revealed 
n ew  t e c h n o l o g y  t h a t 
would see it land on Mars 
in partnership with NASA 
by 2030. SpaceX estimated 
this year that a permanent, 
self-sustaining colony on 
Mars was 50 to 100 years 
away.

N e w  Yo r k ,  O c t .  2 
(IANS): Expecting a baby 
and cannot quit smoking? 
Try some text messaging 
programme as it provides 
help for pregnant women 
in fighting the urge to light 
up a smoke, a new study 
has found.

“Our findings show 
that  a  text  messaging 
programme helped some 
groups of  pregnant wom-
en quit smoking during 
pregnancy,” said lead au-
thor Lorien C. Abroms, as-
sociate professor at George 
Washington University.

Researchers recruit-
ed pregnant women who 
were already enrolled in 
an established text mes-
saging programme called 
“Text4baby”. 

“Text4baby” has been 
found to have a positive 
health impact on alcohol 
consumption during preg-
nancy, but not in smoking. 

Researchers wanted to 
find out if  a more intensive 
mobile phone programme 
called “Quit4baby” would 
be more effective.

“Quit4baby” is target-
ed to smoking cessation 
and sends more text mes-
sages between one to eight 
per day aimed at bolster-

New York, Oct. 2 (IANS): 
Researchers have identified 
a small protein that could 
potentially improve the 
symptoms and mortality 
associated with the flu and 
possibly other types of  in-
fectious illness as well.

The protein called ret-
rocyclin-101 (RC-101) is 
unique in that it not only 
targets the flu virus itself, 
but also the harmful in-
flammation the virus trig-
gers in the host.

“Every year, thousands 
of  people across the coun-
try die from the flu or its 
complications -- despite 
widespread use of  annual 
influenza vaccines,” said 

lead author Daniel J Prant-
ner, a research associate at 
the University of  Mary-
land.

“We think that this pro-
tein could lead to medi-
cines that could be a power-
ful tool in the battle against 
this disease, and against 
inflammation in general,” 
he added.

For the study, published 
in the Journal of  Leuko-
cyte Biology, the team stud-
ied the effects of  RC-101 
on human cells, and in an 
animal model of  flu, using 
mice. The researchers stud-
ied human immune cells, 
and found that RC-101 had 
two positive effects.

First, it blocked the flu 
virus from infecting the 
cells; second it blocked the 
runway inflammation that 
is behind most symptoms 
of  influenza infection, such 
as fever, pain, lethargy, and 
trouble breathing.

This double action is 
unique, Prantner said.

Further, in the animal 
model, the mice treated 
with RC-101 exhibited less 
severe symptoms of  the flu 
and also decreased rates of  
death.

Among the control 
group, 90 per cent of  the 
mice died; among the 
group that was given RC-
101, only 20 per cent died.

London, Oct. 2 (IANS): 
Tired of  watching your 
child play video games? 
Instead, join them, as re-
searchers have found that 
playing video games can 
help boost memory in the 
young as well as in the el-
derly.

“Our study shows that 
gamers are better in analys-
ing a situation quickly, to 
generate new knowledge, 
and to categorise facts -- 
especially in situations with 
high uncertainties,” said 
lead author Sabrina Schenk 
from Ruhr-Universität, Bo-
chum, Germany.

During the test of gam-
ers and non-gamers, the 
gamers performed signifi-
cantly better and showed 
an increased brain activity 
in the brain areas relevant to 
learning. This kind of learn-
ing is linked to an increased 
activity in the hippocampus 

London, Oct. 2 (IANS): 
How easy would it be if  you 
have the power to control 
the volume of  your music 
player by just rolling your 
kid’s toy? This is now pos-
sible with a new gesture 
control technology that will 
revolutionise how we inter-
act with gadgets.

Ending the frustrating 
searches for remotes, this 
technology can turn every-
day objects, including toys, 
cup of tea and even a spatu-
la into remote controls.

In a paper, to be present-
ed at the UIST2017 confer-
ence that will start from 
October 22 in Quebec City, 
researchers from Lancaster 
University wrote about the 
‘Matchpoint’ technology 
that requires a simple web-
cam and works by display-
ing moving targets that orbit 
a small circular widget in 
the corner of the screen. 

These targets corre-
spond to different functions, 
such as volume, changing 
channel or viewing a menu. 
The user synchronises the 

at which their central black 
holes consume matter and 
spit out energy. To conduct 
the study, Mushotzky and 
his colleagues re-examined 
data from 836 active galax-
ies detected by NASA’s 
Swift Burst Alert Telescope 
that strongly emit high-en-
ergy, or “hard,” X-rays - the 
same X-rays that medical 
technicians use to visualise 
the human skeleton.

To measure the mass 
and growth rate of  these 
galaxies’ active nuclei - the 
supermassive black holes at 
the galaxies’ centres -- the 
researchers used data from 
12 different ground-based 
telescopes spread across 
the globe to complement 
the data from the Swift 
satellite.

By comparing differ-
ences in the X-ray spectra 
between Type-I and Type-
II galaxies, the researchers 
concluded that, regardless 
of  which way the galaxy 
faces Earth, the central 
black holes in Type-I gal-
axies consume matter and 
emit energy much faster 
compared with the black 
holes at the centre of  Type-
II galaxies.

direction of  movement of  
the target, with their hand, 
head or an object which ac-
tivates the desired function.

“Spontaneous spatial 
coupling is a new approach 
to gesture control that works 
by matching movement 
instead of  asking the com-
puter to recognise a specific 
object,” said Christopher 
Clarke from Lancaster Uni-
versity.

“Everyday objects in 
the house can now easily 
become remote controls so 
there are no more frantic 

searches for remote con-
trols when your favourite 
programme is about to start 
on another channel, and 
now everyone in the room 
has the ‘remote’. You could 
even change the channel 
with your pet cat,” added 
Clarke who is also the de-
veloper of the technology.

‘Matchpoint ’  does 
not require calibration, or 
the software to have prior 
knowledge of objects. Users 
also do not need to learn 
specific commands to acti-
vate different functions.

-- a brain region that plays 
a key role in learning and 
memory. 

“We think that playing 
video games trains certain 
brain regions like the hip-
pocampus. That is not only 
important for young people, 

but also for older people; 
this is because changes in 
the hippocampus can lead 
to a decrease in memory 
performance. Maybe, we 
can treat that with vid-
eo games in the future,” 
Schenk added.

Both teams did the so-
called weather prediction 
task, a well-established test 
to investigate the learning of  
probabilities. The research-
ers simultaneously recorded 
the brain activity of  the 
participants via magnetic 

New York, Oct. 2 (IANS): 
A solar event has sparked 
a global aurora at the Mar-
tian surface and caused the 
radiation level to double 
than highest ever recorded, 
NASA scientists have found.
According to Mars Atmo-
sphere and Volatile Evolu-
tioN (MAVEN) Mission 
-- a space probe developed 
by NASA designed to study 
the Martian atmosphere 
while orbiting Mars -- a so-
lar event on September 11 
triggered the global aurora 
at Mars more than 25 times 
brighter than any previously 
seen by the MAVEN orbiter. 
The orbiter, which has been 
studying the Martian atmo-
sphere’s interaction with the 
solar wind since 2014, also 
recorded radiation levels on 
the surface more than double 
any previously measured by 
the Curiosity rover’s Radia-
tion Assessment Detector, 

or RAD, since that mission’s 
landing in 2012. The high 
readings lasted more than 
two days, NASA found.

“The current solar cycle 
has been an odd one, with 
less activity than usual dur-
ing the peak, and now we 
have this large event as we’re 
approaching solar mini-
mum,” said Sonal Jain of  
the University of Colorado 
Boulder, who is a member 
of MAVEN’s Imaging Ultra-
violet Spectrograph instru-
ment team.

This event was big 
enough to be detected at 
Earth too, even though 
Earth was on the opposite 
side of the Sun from Mars.

“This is exactly the type 
of event both missions were 
designed to study, and it’s 
the biggest we’ve seen on the 
surface so far,” added RAD 
Principal Investigator Don 
Hassler. 

The Sun always emits 
a continuous stream of  
charged particles, mainly 
electrons and protons. 

Occasionally, eruptions 
called coronal mass ejec-
tions occur, with higher den-
sity, energy and speed of  
the ejected particles. These 
events vary in strength. 

According to Jain: 
“When a solar storm hits 
the Martian atmosphere, it 
can trigger auroras that light 
up the whole planet in ultra-
violet light. The recent one 
lit up Mars like a light bulb. 

“An aurora on Mars can 
envelope the entire planet 
because Mars has no strong 
magnetic field like Earth’s to 
concentrate the aurora near 
polar regions. The energetic 
particles from the Sun also 
can be absorbed by the up-
per atmosphere, increasing 
its temperature and causing 
it to swell up.”

resonance imaging.
The participants were 

shown a combination of  
three cue cards with differ-
ent symbols. They should 
estimate whether the card 
combination predicted sun 
or rain and got a feedback 
if  their choice was right 
or wrong. They gradually 
learned, on the basis of the 
feedback, which card com-
bination stands for which 
weather prediction. 

The combinations were 
thereby linked to higher or 
lower probabilities for sun 
and rain. After completing 
the task, the study partici-
pants filled out a question-
naire to sample their ac-
quired knowledge about the 
cue card combinations.

Also, the gamers were 
notably better in combin-
ing the cue cards with the 
weather predictions than 
the control group.

ing a pregnant woman’s 
resolve to quit.

It allows a woman to 
text back for more help 
if  she is experiencing a 
craving or goes back to 
smoking.

To find out, the team 
recruited nearly 500 preg-
nant women, who smoked 
an average of  7 cigarettes 
per day and wanted more 
help to quit.

After three months, 
16 per cent of  the wom-
en who were enrolled in 
both “Text4baby” and 
“Quit4baby” had quit, 
compared with just 11 per 
cent of  women getting just 
“Text4baby”.

“The study’s findings 

published in the Ameri-
can Journal of  Preventive 
Medicine suggest a poten-
tial new quitting strategy, 
especially for those later 
in their pregnancies and 
older pregnant women,” 
Abroms mentioned.

The combo of  “Text-
4baby” and “Quit4baby” 
helped women aged 26 
or older and those in the 
second and third trimester 
of  pregnancy quit through 
the delivery date and in 
some cases beyond.

However, the research-
ers found that the resolve 
to quit seemed to disap-
pear postpartum as many 
of  these women started 
smoking again.

Sydney, Oct. 2 (IANS): 
Babies born early in a full-
term pregnancy range may 
be more likely to have poor 
cardiorespiratory fitness 
through adolescence and 
young adulthood, accord-
ing to a new research study.

Cardiorespiratory fit-
ness reflects the ability of  
the body to supply oxygen 
to muscles during physical 
activity and also affects 
metabolic and cardiovas-
cular health throughout 
a person’s lifetime. The 
results revealed that early-
term births (37-38 weeks) 
have nearly 57 per cent 
higher risk of  developing 
poor cardiorespiratory fit-

ness during adolescence 
and young adulthood. 

Each week increase in 
gestational age was associ-
ated with a 14 per cent risk 
reduction of  poor cardiore-
spiratory fitness.

“We believe that earlier 
births -- even within the at-

term range -- may interrupt 
normal development and 
lead to permanent chang-
es of  tissues and organs, 
thereby affecting cardio-
respiratory fitness,” said 
lead author Isabel Ferreira, 
Associate Professor at The 
University of  Queensland 

New York, Oct. 2 (IANS): 
Long thought to be a carbon 
sink, the world’s tropical 
forests now release more 
carbon dioxide (CO2) in 
the atmosphere than they 
remove from it, thanks to 
their continued deforesta-
tion and degradation, warns 
a new study.

The study published in 
the journal Science, ana-
lysed the carbon density 

of  woody live vegetation 
across tropical America, Af-
rica and Asia for the period 
2003 to 2014.  The research-
ers combined a comprehen-
sive array of  data, includ-
ing carbon estimates from 
NASA, satellite imagery 
and field measurements. 

The findings showed 
that carbon losses exceed 
gains on every continent, 
with the greatest losses, 60 

per cent, occurring in the 
American tropics.

“The losses due to de-
forestation and degradation 
are actually emitting more 
CO2 to the atmosphere, 
compared with how much 
the existing forest is able to 
absorb,” the lead author of  
the study Alessandro Bacci-
ni of Woods Hole Research 
Center in Massachusetts 
was quoted as saying by the 

Washington Post.
For the carbon loss that 

did occur, the majority was 
due to deforestation and 
degradation, particularly 
in tropical America and 
Africa, the study said.

The findings point to an 
urgent need to stop degrada-
tion of the world’s tropical 
forests.  Remarkably, the au-
thors found trends between 
local policies and carbon 

abundance.
For example in Brazil, 

decreasing losses in carbon 
density are evident during 
the early period of the study, 
which the authors attribute 
to retractions in soy and 
cattle production, increases 
in monitoring and enforce-
ment together with fines 
and embargos on illegal de-
forestation, and the creation 
of new protected areas.

in Australia. 
Importantly, these find-

ings suggest that individu-
als born early-term may 
be at a higher risk of  de-
veloping high blood pres-
sure, Type 2 diabetes and 
metabolic syndrome.  They 
may also be at a higher risk 
of  suffering cardiac events 
in middle-age, researchers 
noted, in the paper detailed 
in the Journal of  the Amer-
ican Heart Association.

According to Ferreira, 
the results should help 
shape policies to deter cur-
rent trends towards avoid-
able deliveries at lower ges-
tational ages.

“Healthcare providers 

and mothers should be 
informed of  the lifelong 
health risks that early-term 
deliveries may have on 
their offspring and refrain 
from these (e.g., scheduled 
caesarean sections or in-
duced labor) unless there 
is a medical indication to 
anticipate deliveries,” Fer-
reira said.

For the study, the team 
examined 791 participants 
born within the full-term 
range of 37-42 weeks. Their 
cardiorespiratory fitness 
was determined at ages 12, 
15 and 22 by measuring 
their maximal oxygen up-
take level after undergoing 
standardized physical tests.
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NSF Martyrs’ Memorial Trophy
Rooster Club, Eleven Avengers, Tyrants FC enter second round

So far 83 goals scored in the tournament

Wily Herath spins Sri Lanka to 
Test victory against Pakistan

For this town in Manipur, India’s hope 
hinges on their local boy’s performanceSilver Jubilee edition of MDFA 2017 to kick off on Tuesday

Inconsistency hurting us the most  –Smith

Mary Kom, Sarita in Asian C'ships squad

FIFA U-17 WORLD CUP

Dheeraj Singh Moirangthem.
EM Images

Steve Smith

Players of Rooster Club (yellow) and Zeal Sporting Club in action at the Kohima local ground during the 
last match of the first round of NSF Martyrs’ Memorial Trophy on Monday.

EM Images

Sri Lanka players celebrate after they beat Pakistan during their fifth day at First Test cricket match in 
Abu Dhabi, United Arab Emirates on Monday.

AP/PTI

Abu Dhabi, Oct. 2 (AFP): 
Rangana Herath became 
the second Sri Lankan 
to bag 400 wickets as his 
six-wicket haul steered Sri 
Lanka to a thrilling 21-run 
win over Pakistan in the 
first Test in Abu Dhabi on 
Monday.

The veteran left-arm 
spinner took 6-43 -- 11-136 
in the match -- to scupper 
Pakistan, set a modest 136-
run target, for just 114 on 
a weary fifth day Sheikh 
Zayed Stadium pitch.

T h e  v i c t o r y  w a s 
achieved when Herath 
trapped last man Moham-
mad Abbas leg before for 
nought to give Sri Lanka a 
1-0 lead in the two-match 
series. Herath, a long-time 
nemesis of  Pakistan, also 
completed 100 wickets in 
20 Tests against them, dur-
ing an innings in which 
only debutant Haris Sohail 
fought with some resolve 
for his 34 runs.

Herath became the 14th 
most successful bowler in 

all Test cricket and fifth 
spinner behind his coun-
tryman Muttiah Murali-
tharan, Australia's Shane 
Warne and the Indian duo 
of Anil Kumble and Harb-
hajan Singh to reach the 
400-wicket milestone.

An unassuming Herath 
said he didn't know why he 
always took wickets against 
Pakistan.

"I have no idea," said 
Herath, who took 22 wick-
ets against Pakistan in 2014 
-- a world record for a two-
match series.

"Maybe I have played 
more against them, that's 
why.

"I am so happy with the 
remarkable achievement 
(400 wickets)."

Pakistan captain Sar-
fraz Ahmed called the de-
feat "disappointing".

"We should have won 
this," said Ahmed, skipper-
ing his side for the first time 
in a Test. "We have a few 
issues, especially in the fifth 
day when we come under 

pressure."
The 136 set Pakistan 

was Sri Lanka's lowest 
defended target, improv-
ing on the 168 they set the 
Pakistanis in the Galle Test 
in 2009. It was also a first 
defeat for Pakistan at this 
venue in 10 Tests.

Earlier, leg-spinner Yas-
ir Shah took 5-51 -- his 32nd 
five wicket haul in Tests -- to 
dismiss Sri Lanka for 138 in 
their second innings.

Niroshan Dickwella 
ensured Sri Lanka had 
something to defend with a 
pugnacious 40.

Pakistan started the 
chase on a shaky note when 
Herath dismissed opener 
Sami Aslam for two before 
accounting for Asad Shafiq, 
who made 20.

Herath had taken 5-93 
in Pakistan's first innings 
of  422 and this time he 
shared the new ball with 
Suranga Lakmal to put 
Pakistan in trouble with 
regular wickets. Perera then 
had Shan Masood (seven) 

Our Correspondent
Kohima, Oct. 2 (EMN): 
Rooster Club Phesama, 
Eleven Avengers, and Ty-
rants FC booked their en-
try into the second round 
of  the ongoing NSF Mar-
tyrs’ Memorial Trophy 
2017 after winning their 
respective matches at 
Kohima local ground on 
Monday.

Rooster Club regis-
tered an easy win over 
Zeal Sporting Club 3-0 in 
the last match of  the first 
round to mark their entry 
into the tournament. With 
the win, Rooster Club 
will face Mongols FC, 
Dimapur in the second 
round on October 9.

Theja Chuse of  Roost-
er Club scored two stun-
ning goals in the first half  
but missed a penalty in 
the second half  to make it 
a hat-trick. Ketoulhousie 
Sile-o goal in the 71st min-
ute completed the game 
for Rooster Club.

In the f irst  match, 
Eleven Avengers defeated 
T.T.Y.O A.G 5-3 via a 
penalty shootout after the 
match ended 1-1 draw in 
the stipulated time.

From a hero to villain, 
Albert Tsopoe of  A.G 
scored a goal in the match 
to give the lead but missed 
a penalty in the shootout 
as his team suffered defeat 
at the hands of  Avengers.

During the match, Al-
bert Tsopoe scored in the 
21st minute for T.T.Y.O 
A.G to give the lead, 
while Avengers side were 
wasteful throughout the 
match as they failed to 
find the back of  the net 
until a goalkeeping er-
ror from the rival side 
helped the team to equal-
ize the score in the 50th 
minute through Neisal-
etuo Kuotsu. During the 

and a shaky Babar Azam 
for three to leave Pakistan 
struggling at 32-4.

In between fast bowl-
er Lakmal had Azhar Ali 
caught behind for nought.

On the either side of  
tea, Sohail and Ahmed 
(19) fought hard to sticth 
a 42-run stand but Herath 
provided the breakthrough 
when he forced the Pakistan 
skipper out of  his crease 
and had him stumped by 
Dickwella.

Perera ended Sohail's 
fight by trapping him leg be-
fore and also had Shah but 
it turned out to be a no-ball, 
halting Sri Lanka's celebra-
tions, eventually provided 
by Herath.

Pakistan, led by Shah, 
bowled well in the morning.

Sri Lanka, who re-
sumed at 69-4, lost their 
last six wickets for 69 runs 
but Dickwella still put up 
a lone fight -- hitting four 
boundaries -- and more im-
portantly giving Sri Lanka a 
target to fight.

Pakistan were given two 
key wickets by medium fast 
bowler Mohammad Abbas 
who finished with 2-22.

It was then left to Shah 
who on consecutive deliver-
ies dismissed Perera for six 
and then had Herath caught 
by close in fielder to com-
plete his fourth consecutive 
five wicket haul in as many 
Tests. Dickwella then took 
a rearguard action, shield-
ing the number 10 Lakshan 
Sandakan from the bowling 
during a resistance-packed 
ninth wicket stand of  34 
which came in 10.1 overs.

Shah finally had Sanda-
kan caught at point while 
Hasan Ali (1-21) ended the 
innings by bowling Nuwan 
Pradeep, leaving Dickwell's 
fight stranded.

The second Test -- a 
day-night match -- starts in 
Dubai from Friday.

penalty shootout, Albert 
missed the penalty as the 
goalkeeper came in rescue 
and the shootout went in 
favour of  Avengers 5-3.

Avengers will clash 
with Barak FC Peren in 
the second round of  the 

tournament on October 
10. Tyrants FC thrashed 
Kohima Royal Kickers 
3-0 in the second match. 
A brace from Kedozo 
Thapru and Viho Kin was 
enough for Tyrants FC to 
seal the victory. Tyrants 

will now face Dream FC 
in the second round on 
October 10.

Wednesday’s matches 
Kigwema Students’ Union 

vs NU Campus at 12:30 p.m 
Nagaland Police (Red) vs 
Upper Bayavu at 2 p.m

Our Correspondent
Imphal, Oct. 2 (EMN): 
Goalkeepers are the least 
appreciated footballers 
but the residents of  Moi-
rang in Manipur, the birth 
place of  Dheeraj Singh 
Moirangthem, goalkeep-
er in India’s first ever 
U-17 World Cup appear-
ance believe that it is one 
of  the most important 
players in football as the 
goalkeeper will have to 
be on guard all the time 
against strong opponents.

“ We ’ r e  w i s h i n g 
Dheeraj all the best in 
the upcoming matches 
because he being the cus-
todian of  Indian team 
which consists of  8 play-
ers from our state, can 
guard the goals from op-
ponents,” says Ph Suren-
dro, a local coach from 
Moirang.

Sharing a similar sen-
timent, K Jugin a local 
supporter also informed 
that custodian of  goal 
posts is very important 
in crucial period of  the 
football matches.

On the other hand, 
Moirang Kendra Progres-

With the end of the 1st round in the 
ongoing 18th NSF Martyrs’ Memorial 
Trophy 2017, 918 footballers from 51 
teams are partaking in this edition, 19 
participating teams have exited in the 1st 
round, a total of 32 teams are still in the 
fray for the coveted trophy.

So far 83 goals have been scored at 
an average of 4.37 goals per match and 
24 yellow cards were shown, 5 players 
scored hat-tricks, Rokosazo Chakriino 
the striker of  Chedema village Youth 
organization leads the highest scorer tally 
with 5 goals followed by Zhazoto Sale of  
Kigwema SU and Rahul Kamei of Billy 
Graham FC with 4 goals each, Rahul Ka-
mei also holds the distinction of scoring 
the fastest goal (1min 20 sec). Mathew 
Kezhose of forerunners FC and Pete of  
Butchers Union are tied in third for the 
highest scorer managing a hat-trick each.

The second round of the tournament 
will begin from October 3 and expected 
to draw a good number of football fans 
with many popular teams including de-
fending champion Nagaland police and 
runner-up Forerunner FC, 4th NAP and 
fourth place Barak FC. With convincing 
wins in their first matches Chedema Vil-
lage YO, kigwema SU and Billy Graham 
FC are billed to be strong contenders 
from Nagaland, four teams from Ma-
nipur Khyouchi FC, Lamphel FC, Esii 
United FC including former champion 
Tangkhul Katamnao Saklong(TKS) will 
all play in the second round.

Lamphel FC has confirmed the 
participation of  Francis. O, a Nigerian 
Player as their striker, which will be an 
added attraction for football fans beside 
the many exciting matches in the offing 
for football fans.

sive Front, a local body 
also extended a sum of  
Rs. 30,000 as a monetary 
support to Dheeraj’s par-

ents who are expected to 
go to Delhi to watch their 
son’s performances in the 
world cup.

Dimapur, Oct. 2 (EMN): 
The much awaited MDFA 
Trophy 2017 organised by 
Mokokchung District Foot-
ball Association (MDFA) 
will kick off  on Tuesday, 
October 3 at the Imkong-
meren Sports Complex at 
1p.m with parliamentary 
secretary for Social Wel-
fare, Government of Naga-
land, Merentoshi R Jamir 
as the chief guest. 

This year’s edition of  
the MDFA Trophy is a spe-
cial one because this is the 
Silver Jubilee year of  the 
MDFA which was com-
memorated on September 

The parents of  all the 
eight Manipur players in 
India U-17 (World Cup) 
football team including 
its captain Amarjit Singh 
Kiyam,also from Mani-
pur are expected to visit 
to watch their sons play 
in U-17 World Cup be-
ginning on October 6 at 
Jawaharlal Nehru Sta-
dium in Delhi.

Ear l i e r  Manipur ’s 
Youth Affairs and Sports 
Minister Letpao Haokip 
had  announced  cash 
awards of  Rs. 5 lakh each 
for eight players from 
Manipur in the 21 mem-
ber football team of  the 
country for the FIFA 
U-17 World Cup to be 
held across six cities from 
October 6.

The eight players from 
Manipur are Dheeraj S. 
Moirangthem (Goal keep-
er), Boris Singh Thang-
jam (Defender), Suresh 
Singh Wahengbam, Non-
gdamba Naorem, Md 
Shahjahan ,Khumanthem 
Ningthounganba, Jack-
son Singh Thounaojam 
and Amarjit Singh Kiyam 
(Midfielders).

29 last, a trophy has also 
been unveiled and the prize 
money has also been en-
hanced to Rs. 2 lakhs from 

the previous Rs. 1 lakh. 
The total prize money for 
the tournament has been 
earmarked at Rs 3.60 lakhs. 

Altogether, 15 teams 
have registered for the 
nearly month long tourna-
ment. As is usual with the 
MDFA trophies, it is hard 
to predict who will be the 
ultimate champions of  the 
tournament. The re-entry 
of pioneering football club 
Zonipang S/A (after miss-
ing out some years) will 
surely raise the ante of the 
competition. Besides, entry 
of  Intermingle Club and 
NU Lumami teams will 

make the tournament an 
interesting one; NU Lu-
mami missed out last year’s 
edition of the Tournament, 
but they had always been 
one of the crowd’s favorite 
during the previous years. 

But as stated earlier, it 
is hard to predict. There are 
some teams – SSS Yellow, 
Mongsenbai Youngsters, 
Youth Association Merep-
kong and Alempang Youth 
Association – might emerge 
as the dark horse of  the 
tournament. The Silver Ju-
bilee edition of the MDFA 
Trophy 2017 will conclude 
on October 21, 2017.

Nagpur, Oct. 2 (PTI): 
Skipper Steven Smith 
has attributed Australia's 
abysmal run in ODIs to 
lack of  consistency after 
the visitors were comfort-
ably beaten by India in the 
five- match series.

Australia lost the fifth 
and final ODI against 
India by seven wickets on 
Sunday night to end the 
series 1-4.

"Probably the lack of  
consistency, I'd say," said 
Smith when asked about 
the biggest deficiency in 
the Australian ODI team.

Australia managed to 
win just one game in the 
series and that too came 
away after 11 straight loss-
es away from home.

Smith said his team 
was beaten by a better 
unit.

"We showed some 
glimpses throughout the 
series, that we could play 
but we've been losing 
wickets in clumps very 
consistently and that's 
not good enough. The 
top four need to stand up 
and really take control," 
he said.

"We did that in a cou-
ple of  games, last game in 
Bangalore to be particular. 
But we are not doing it 
consistently enough.".

Talking about the final 
match, Smith said they 
couldn't play the spinners 
well as India captain Vi-
rat Kohli had set a good 

New Delhi, Oct. 2 (PTI): 
The celebrated M C Mary 
Kom was back in her pre-
ferred 48kg category as she 
staved off  the challenge 
from younger competitors 
to clinch a place in the In-
dian team for Asian Wom-
en's Boxing Championship 
in Vietnam.

After three days of  gru-
elling trials here, during 
which some boxers ended 
up fighting two bouts in 
one day, the veteran duo 
of  Mary Kom and L Sarita 
Devi (64kg) made the cut 
despite trying their luck in 
changed weight categories.

The marquee continen-
tal event is scheduled from 
November 2 to 11 in the 
Ho Chi Minh City.

Mary Kom, a five-time 
world champion who had 
jumped a division to 51kg 
back in 2010 after it was 
included in the Asian and 

Olympic Games roster, 
will be making her sixth 
Asian Championships ap-
pearance.

The Rajya Sabha MP 
fought six bouts during the 
trials, winning all despite 
facing younger rivals in the 
likes of  World Champion-
ships silver-medallist Sar-
jubala Devi among others.

The Olympic bronze-
medallist had announced 
her decision to shuffle 
between 48kg and 51kg 
categories, depending on 
tournaments, at the end of  
last year.

The 34-year-old has 
five medals to her credit at 
the regional meet, four of  
them gold. But this would 
be the first time, the Ma-
nipuri would try her luck 
in a weight category that 
fetched her two World 
Championship medals -- a 
gold and a silver.

Sarita, 35, also has 
five Asian Championships 
medals against her name, 
four of  them gold. Sarita 
had recently tried her luck 
in the professional circuit, 
winning her debut bout, 
but decided to return to 
the amateur fold after a 
few months and decided to 
jump a division from 60kg 
to 64kg. Both Mary Kom 
and Sarita had missed the 
2015 edition, in which In-
dia failed to secure a single 
gold, ending with a silver 
and five bronze medals 
instead.

Set for an Asian debut 
is Haryana's Neeraj (51kg), 
who won a gold medal at 
the Nation's Cup in Serbia 
earlier this year.

World Championships' 
s i lver-medall ist  Sonia 
Lather (57kg) expectedly 
made the squad along with 
last Asian Championships' 

silver-medallist Saweety 
Boora (81g), who would be 
aiming to better the colour 
of  her medal this time.

Pooja Rani (75kg) and 
Seema Punia (+81kg), both 
bronze medal winners in 
2015, have also been se-
lected after coming through 
in the trials. Pooja is also an 
Asian Games bronze- med-
allist. India are placed third 
in the overall medal stand-
ings of  the Asian Champi-
onships. The country has 
60 medals in all -- 19 gold, 
21 silver and 20 bronze.
India's Asian Champion-
ship squad: 
M C Mary Kom (48kg), 
Neeraj (51kg), Shiksha 
(54kg) ,  Sonia  Lather 
(57kg), Pavitra (60kg), L 
Sarita Devi (64kg), Love-
lina (69kg), Pooja Rani 
(75kg), Saweety Boora 
(81kg) and Seema Punia 
(+81kg).

field and his team failed 
to adapt.

"We had a chat after 
our second game, it was 
about playing the spinners 
and hitting the ball down 
the ground, I thought we 
did that in a couple of  
games. And then today 
Virat Kohli set some really 
good fields and stopped 
us from hitting and I don't 
think we adapted well 
enough," he said.

"Today was probably 
a day when we could have 
used softer hands, played 
a bit square and hit the 
ball into the gaps instead 
of  actually hitting the ball 
down the ground," said 
the skipper.

Australia made a mod-
est 242 in the fifth ODI 
and India overhauled the 
target with ease in just 
42.5 overs.

Smith said 242 was a 
below par total.

"I don't think we had 
enough runs. We needed 
to take wickets and obvi-
ously was trying with dif-
ferent people to try and get 
a breakthrough and put 
some pressure. I thought 
Rohit (Sharma) played 
very well and timed his 
innings to perfection," 
he said. Looking ahead, 
Smith said there are some 
players who could be re-
placed in the current team.

"There're possibly a 
few guys ... Some guys are 
back playing the domestic 
one-day domestic compe-
tition at the moment and 
yeah, there're some guys 
there that can put some 
pressure on the guys that 
are here.

"Obviously the results 
haven't been good enough 

and we want our guys to 
perform consistently," he 
said.

Smith, himself, ended 
with scores of  16, 3, 63, 
59, 1 in the five-match 
series and the Australian 
skipper said he wanted to 
score more runs.

"To be honest, I wasn't 
feeling great at the start of  
the series. I had a few is-
sues that I was working on 
but I guess I slowly found 
out a nice tempo which 
I'm after.

"I would have loved to 
score a lot more runs, have 
not been able to get those 
runs like I have been in the 
past few occasions, and 
from that aspect as a leader 
of  the team that has been 
disappointing but yeah I 
guess that's cricket.

"You have those peri-
ods when you're not play-
ing or getting the scores 
that you like ... Something 
that hopefully I can turn 
around and contribute in 
the T20Is," he added.

When asked how the 
Ben Stokes controversy 
would affect England in 
the Ashes, Smith chose not 
to comment.

"I'm not sure to be hon-
est with you and I'm not 
looking at too far ahead at 
the moment. Just finished 
this series here and have 
to take a series in six days' 
time. We're going to focus 
on that and then prepare 
for the Ashes."


