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Mirror Takes

~ Arien

This road will not live for 
long teh... it's suffering from 

a family disease.  
It'll end like its family - 

bridges and roads.

You cannot  
shake hands with a 

clenched fist. 

~ Indira Gandhi
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Min.Max. Max.Min.
Aizawl 27° 21°
Agartala 32° 25°
Gangtok 24° 14°
Guwahati 29° 23°
Imphal 28° 20°

Itanagar 27° 21°
Shillong 22° 17°
Delhi 37° 24°
Kolkata 33° 26°
Chennai 34° 26°

 Max:  Min:
KOHIMA 26.4° 17.4°
DIMAPUR 31° 23°
 RF:  RH:
KOHIMA NIL 95%
DIMAPUR 3.8 91%
* Rainfall (RF) * Relative humidity (RH)
Temperature in State Capitals

WEATHER
TEMPERATURE

Barcelona football player, Gerard Pique posted this 
picture on Twitter after claiming to have voted on Catalan 
independence. “Together are unstoppable defending 
democracy,” read his caption.  

A pro independence supporter holds up 'esteleda' or Catalan 
pro independence flags, in support of the Catalonia’s 
secession referendum, in Pamplona, northern Spain, 
Sunday. 

Home Minister Y Patton in hot water

Violence, chaos in independence vote in Spain's Catalonia

Zeliang, Acharya extend Gandhi Jayanti greetings 

NPRAAF alleges yet another financial fraud Assam Rifles man dies in 
Changtongya accident Pughoboto citizens storm 

police station to protest rape 

    

NATION ENTERTAINMENT SPORTS

Kunal Nayyar on Forbes’ list of 
highest paid TV actors | P10

Neymar sparkles as PSG  
thrash Bordeaux  |  P11

PM, FM should take steps to  
revive economy, says Stalin | P8

Dimapur, Oct. 1 (EMN): 
Caught in the middle of  
a damning accusation, 
Home Minister Y Patton 
on Sunday issued a state-
ment claiming innocence 
and denied having referred 
to Kiyanilie Peseyie – who 
had passed away recently 
– while speaking at the cel-
ebration of  Lao Ong Mo in 
Mon district on September 
29 last.

The rival NPF group – 
of  which the former speak-
er Kiyanilie Peseyie was a 
chief  leader – had alleged 
that Patton referred to Pe-
seyie’s death and its result-
ant reduction in number of   
legislators in support of  Dr. 
Shurhozelie Liezietsu, dur-
ing the of  Lao Ong Mo cel-
ebration. 

“It is extremely unfor-
tunate that a wild allega-
tion was made against me 
by Wango Konyak and 
Yanlong Konyak of  Mon 
that I had uttered the name 
of  late leader Kiyanilie Pe-
seyie, former Speaker of  
Nagaland Legislative As-
sembly and NPF MLA, 
during the Lao Ong Mo – a 
post-harvest festival of  the 
Konyak community – held 
on 29 September 2017 at 
Mon Public Ground. I am 

deeply hurt by this wild al-
legation.

“This wild allegation 
is nothing but a deliberate 
attempt not only to tarnish 
my political integrity but 
also an attempt to create 
misunderstanding among 
the communities. It is also 
a character assassination 
and criminal in nature. The 
fact is I had never uttered 
the name of  our late leader 
Kiyanilie Peseyie through-
out my brief  speech at the 
Lao Ong Mo festival at Mon 
Public Ground on 29 Sep-
tember 2017,” a statement 
from the home minister 
claimed on Sunday. 

According to Patton, 
he was ready “not only to 
resign but to give up mu po-
litical career” if  the allega-
tions could be proved true. 
“However, if  they cannot 
prove that I had uttered 
late Kiyanilie Peseyie’s 
name during the Lao Ong 
Mo festival at Mon public 
ground on 29 September 
2017, they have to tender a 
public apology. If  they fail 
to tender a public apology 
for their wild allegation 
against me, I have no op-
tion but to file a defama-
tion suit against them in 
the court of  law.”

‘Inconsiderate 
and in bad taste’

The NPF ‘press and 
media bureau’ on Sunday 
issued a press statement 
suggesting that the home 
minister ‘appeared to relish 
the demise’ of  Peseyie and 
the subsequent reduction 
of  the numerical strength 
of  the Liezietsu-led NPF 
group in the Assembly.

The publicity wing 
stated that Patton’s alleged 
statement was in bad taste 
‘inconsiderate of  the senti-
ments of  the grieving fam-
ily members and unbecom-
ing of  a legislator who had 
been associated with the 
departed leader for nearly 
ten years.’ 

“It is unthinkable that 
a politician would use the 
death of  another to score 
brownie political points, 
and is in total contraven-
tion of  the ethos of  the 
Naga people who have the 
highest of  respects for the 
dead.

“Furthermore, convert-
ing one of  the premier fes-
tivals of  the Konyak Nagas 
into a political rally was 
uncalled for and most un-
fortunate, and is an insult 
to the organizers and the 

people who were gathered 
there to celebrate a tradi-
tional festival without any 
political bias or favour.”

It also reminded that 
despite the home minister’s 
alleged rant against Liezi-
etsu – ‘when he told the 
gathering that the former 
was not even a member of  
the Nagaland Legislative 
Assembly – Liezietsu was 
chosen as chief  minister 
by the legislators them-
selves in the aftermath of  
the ULB elections pande-
monium.

“Mr. Patton seems to 
have conveniently forgot-
ten that he was one of  the 
most vocal legislators de-
manding that TR Zeliang 
resign that night itself!” 
the statement read. “And 
normalcy having being re-
stored under the leadership 
of  Dr. Shurhozelie, it beg-
gars an answer as to what 
extenuating circumstances 
compelled these same leg-
islators to pull the rug off  
Dr. Shurhozelie’s feet if  
not for the decision of  Dr. 
Shurhozelie’s government 
to curb corruption, stop 
backdoor appointments 
and to hand over the infa-
mous MKR Pillai’s case to 
the CBI.”

Dimapur, Oct. 1 (EMN): Chief  
Minister TR Zeliang and Governor 
PB Acharya have extended Gandhi 
Janyanti greetings, in separate state-
ments issued on Sunday. 

“His (Gandhi’s) ideals have al-
ways been a source of  inspiration 
for all over the world. The great 
leader believed in the principles of  
non-violence, courage and truth, 
and played a major role in obtain-
ing freedom from British slavery. He 
respected people of  all religions in-
cluding the Nagas who live together 
in harmony.

“Gandhi Jayanti is also an event 

when the world observes as the ‘In-
ternational Day of  Non-Violence.’ 
Let us pay tribute meaningfully by 
emulating his ideals of  peace, patri-
otism, sacrifice and non-violence. 
Let his life be a message for us all 
to the change we wish to see in the 
country,” read a statement from the 
chief  minister’s office.

In a separate statement from the 
Raj Bhavan, Governor Acharya ex-
pressed hope that ‘the occasion will 
guide all towards Gandhiji’s path of  
truth, non-violence and cleanliness.’

“His ideals and values have uni-
versal application and eternal valid-

ity. His faith in the efficacy of  ‘Ahim-
sa’ as an agent for peaceful change 
will remain enshrined for many ep-
ochs to come. At the same time, he 
also advocated for cleanliness and 
good habits.

“The Governor further said that 
in pursuance of  Gandhi’s ideas, 
government of  India has launched 
‘Swachh Bharat Abhiyan’ on this 
occasion to create a ‘Clean India’ of  
Gandhiji’s dreams of  ‘Swachhata Hi 
Seva Hai’. He appealed to the people 
of  the state to actively involve them-
selves in cleanliness drive,” the state-
ment read. 

Dimapur, Oct. 1 (EMN): 
The Nagaland Public Rights 
Awareness and Action Forum 
(NPRAAF) has charged the 
state’s Finance department of  
releasing on two occasions a 
total amount of  Rs 20.72 crore 
for the “construction of  RCC 
Bridge across Tizu River in 
Mini-Laluri Link Road.” 

“On 13 January 2017, an 
amount of  Rs 10.09 crore was 
released through Drawal Au-
thority (DA) no. 32 of  2016-17 
under demand no. 54 – Geol-
ogy and Mining while on 1 
May 2017, Rs 10.63 crore was 
released through DA no. 1 of  
2017-18 under the same demand 
number.

“The most astonishing point 
in this matter is, how was it pos-
sible for the FD to release Rs 
10.09 crore under State Plan 
(Additional Fund) and Rs 10.63 
crore under State Plan (RE) for 
the same project! What does 
State Plan (Additional Fund) 
and State Plan (RE) mean? This 

further brings out of  the issue 
of  still using the nomenclatures 
Non-Plan, State Plan etc de-
spite the direction of  the central 
government against its usage of  
such, as per FD’s own stand. 
All such usage of  nomenclature 
indicates that the government is 
running short of  vocabularies to 
be used in Drawal Authorities,” 
a statement from NPRAAF 
stated. 

It asked the department of  
Finance to clarify under which 
scheme – whether it is NEC, 
NLCPR etc – Rs. 20.72 crore 
was sanctioned. “Besides these 
points, the concerned authority 
(sic) (FD and G&M) is urged to 
state the total cost of  the project, 
how much amount has been re-
leased so far and name of  the 
contractor/firm.

“There are reports that the 
project cost had already been 
released before also and the lat-
est two DAs of  Rs 20.71 crore 
is an additional cost over and 
above the original cost released 

purportedly as adjustments of  
contractors, politicians and bu-
reaucrats. NPRAAF expects 
FD to provide a clear clarifica-
tion in the interest of  the public 
and not issue hollow statements 
like before.”

The NPRAAF also won-
dered if  the department of  Ge-
ology and Mining was ‘the nod-
al department or authorized to 
carry out construction of  bridg-
es while Roads and Bridges de-
partment was already in place.’ 

“In the first DA, the name 
of  the road is mentioned as 
“Mini-Laluri Link Road” while 
in the second DA, it is men-
tioned as “Nimi-Laluri Road.” 
This variation in names (Mini 
and Nimi) makes it appear 
like the projects are different 
whereas it is the same project. 
Is this another ploy to confuse 
the public or just a clerical error 
again – a technique which the 
government departments often 
resort to in order to cover up 
any misgivings?”

Our Correspondent
Mokokchung, Oct. 1 (EMN): 
An Assam Rifles truck carrying 
CSD goods veered off  a road  
and crashed-landed at High 
School Road, Changtongya, on 
Saturday evening, killing one 
naik subedar in the mishap. 

Changtongya police report-
ed that an Assam Rifles truck 
bearing registration number 
AS-03-BC-0082 carrying CSD 
goods was coming from Jorhat 
proceeding towards Tuensang 
via Mokokchung, and met 
with an accident at New Me-
dial Colony about 1 km away 
from Changtongya police sta-
tion at 7:30 pm Saturday. 

The police source informed 
that two of  the occupants in 
the vehicle – the driver iden-
tified as Sandeep and a naik 
subedar, identified as Braham 
Seelan – were severely injured 
in the incident and shifted to 

Community Health Centre, 
Changtongya for first aid treat-
ment. 

Braham Seelan, how-
ever, succumbed to injuries 
at around 8:30 pm that same 
evening. The driver has been 
shifted to Imkongliba Memo-
rial Hospital for further treat-
ment, the police source said.

The cause of  the incident 
could not be ascertained yet 
but police said that it was rain-
ing heavily when the military 
convoy was proceeding to-
wards Mokokchung.

Police informed that the ve-
hicle belonged to the 7th Sec-
tor of  8 Assam Rifles stationed 
at Tuensang. One AK-47 and 
an INSAS rifle were recovered 
by the police from the location. 
A case has been registered in 
this connection and further in-
vestigation is on, according to 
police.

Staff Reporter
Dimapur, Oct. 1 (EMN): 
Irate members of  the public 
on Saturday stormed Pugh-
oboto police station demand-
ing that the authorities hand 
over an alleged rapist current-
ly in police custody. 

The incident reportedly 
took place in Mishilimi vil-
lage on September 6 when 
an elderly woman in her '60s 
was allegedly raped by the 
accused, Mukibur Rahman, 
a mason in his mid-twenties, 
when the victim was alone at 
home. The victim was stated 
to a physically challenged 
person.

The incident came to 
light following an FIR lodged 
by her brother today after his 
returning from a business er-
rand.

After learning about the 
incident, members of  the 
public of  Pughoboto led  by 
the Mishilimi unit of  the 
Sumi Totimi Hoho stormed 
the police station demanding 
that the authorities hand over 
the accused persons to the 
public.

Confirmed sources in-
formed Eastern Mirror that 
a public rally has been 
scheduled for October 2 in 
Pughoboto headquarters at 
7 am. The public rally is be-
ing organised jointly by the 
Mishilimi unit of  the Sumi 
Totimi Hoho and the Sumi 
Aphuyemi Totimi Hoho.

The public will also sub-
mit representations to the 
ADC of Pughoboto demand-
ing befitting punishment for 
the accused, it was informed.

Barcelona, Oct. 1 (AP/PTI): 
Spanish riot police smashed their 
way into Catalan polling stations 
Sunday to try to halt a disputed 
referendum on independence, fir-
ing rubber bullets and attacking 
voters who were trying to stop 
them from confiscating ballots. 
The daylong melee injured at 
least 460 civilians and 11 police, 
authorities said.

Police were acting on orders 
from the Spanish government to 
stop the voting, which Spain’s 
Constitutional Court had de-
clared illegal.

The dispute over the inde-
pendence vote in Catalonia, a 
wealthy northeastern region of  
7.5 million people, has plunged 
Spain into a constitutional crisis. 
Spain’s violent crackdown on 
the vote — videos showed police 
roughing up voters — appeared 
likely only to harden positions on 
both sides.

At the Pau Claris School in 
Barcelona, footage by one voter 
showed police aggressively re-
moving people blocking their 
way, in one case dragging a per-
son by the hair and in other cases 
pushing them down a flight of  
stairs.

The people seen in videos 
being hit, kicked and thrown 
around by police included elder-
ly people with their dogs, young 
girls and regular citizens of all 
stripes. Many tried to shield 
themselves from being smacked 
on the head. Some people were 
screaming in fear.

It’s still unclear is how many 
of the region’s 5.3 million voters 
were able to turn out Sunday, 

how their votes would be count-
ed, how many votes have confis-
cated already by police and what 
happens next if  the separatist of-
ficials who run the region’s gov-
ernment declare independence 
based on the vote.

Spanish and Catalan officials 
traded blame for the chaos even 
as the voting continued Sunday 
afternoon. “Police brutality will 
shame forever the Spanish state,” 
independence-minded Catalan 
President Carles Puigdemont 
said as crowds cheered.

Spanish deputy prime minis-
ter Soraya Saenz de Santamaria 
said police acted with “firmness 
and proportionality” and ac-
cused the Catalan government of  
gross irresponsibility in staging 
the banned vote. “There hasn’t 
been a referendum or the sem-
blance of one,” she said.

Police officers fired the rub-
ber bullets while trying to clear 
protesters in Barcelona who were 
trying to prevent National Po-
lice cars from leaving with ballot 
boxes confiscated from a voting 
center.

The confrontation shows 
signed of escalating even though 
both sides had said they did not 
want violence. Barcelona Mayor 
Ada Colau says more than 460 
people have been injured in Cata-
lonia in clashes with Spanish po-
lice, some seriously. Spain’s Inte-
rior Ministry said 11 police were 
injured in the clashes.

Tensions were running so 
high that Barcelona played its 
soccer game against Las Palmas 
without fans at the Camp Nou 
stadium. The team announced 

Minister of State for Home Affairs Kiren Rijiju poses for a ‘groupfie’ with personnel of the Assam Rifles during his visit on Sunday to Shillong, 
Meghalaya. Rijiju’s planned visit to the ARTC at Sokhuvi in Dimapur on Sunday morning was cancelled due to foul weather conditions that 
prevented choppers from taking off at Shillong.                                                                                                            (Photo: PRO, Assam Rifles)

GROUPFIE AFFAIRS 

the match would be played be-
hind closed doors with less than 
a half hour to kickoff, with thou-
sands of soccer fans already 
outside the stadium. Barcelona 
wanted to postpone the game but 
said the Spanish league refused 
the request. The vote was called 
in early September, crystalizing 
years of defiance by separatists in 
the affluent region that contrib-
utes mightily to Spain’s economy. 
As one of Spain’s 17 autono-
mous regions, Catalonia enjoys 
ample rights but key areas such 
as infrastructure and taxes are in 
the hands of Madrid. Separatist 
Catalans have long complained 
of contributing too much to the 
state while not getting enough in 
return.

The regional government’s 
spokesman, Jordi Turull, on Sun-
day blamed the violence directly 
on Spanish Prime Minister Mari-
ano Rajoy and senior officials. 
He said the actions of Spanish 

National Police and Civil Guard 
forces were politically motivated 
and showed “a clear motivation 
to harm citizens.” Catalan for-
eign affairs chief Raul Romeva 
said they will ask the European 
Union to act against Spain for the 
police action.

Manuel Condeminas, a 48-
year-old IT manager who tried 
to block police from driving away 
with ballot boxes on Sunday, said 
police had kicked him and others 
before using their batons and fir-
ing the rubber bullets.

Elsewhere, Civil Guard of-
ficers, wearing helmets and car-
rying shields, used a hammer to 
break the glass of the front door 
and a lock cutter to break into the 
Sant Julia de Ramis sports center 
near the city of Girona. At least 
one woman was injured outside 
the building, wheeled away on a 
stretcher by paramedics.

Clashes broke out less than 
an hour after polls opened, and 

not long before Catalonia region-
al president Carles Puigdemont 
was expected to turn up to vote 
at the sports center. Polling sta-
tion workers reacted peacefully 
and broke out into songs and 
chants challenging the officers’ 
presence.

Puigdemont was forced to 
vote in Cornella de Terri, near 
the northern city of Girona, his 
spokesman told The Associated 
Press. Police had sealed off many 
voting centers in the hours before 
the vote to prevent their use. Oth-
ers were filled with activists deter-
mined to hold their ground.

Spanish riot police forcefully 
removed a few hundred would-
be voters from a polling station at 
a school in Barcelona. The scene 
was repeated at other locations, 
although voting was peaceful in 
some spots.

Daniel Riano, 54, was inside 
when the police pushed aside 
a large group gathered outside 

busted in the Estela school’s front 
door. “We were waiting inside to 
vote when the National Police 
used force to enter, they used a 
mace to break in the glass door 
and they took everything,” he 
said. “One policeman put me in 
a headlock to drag me out while 
I was holding my wife’s hand! It 
was incredible. They didn’t give 
any warning.”

Joaquim Bosch, a 73-year-
old retiree at Princep de Viana 
high school, was uneasy about 
a possible police response to the 
crowds. “I have come to vote to 
defend the rights of my country, 
which is Catalonia,” Bosch said. 
“I vote because of the mistreat-
ment of Catalonia by Spain for 
many years.”

Before dawn, reporters with 
The Associated Press saw ballot 
boxes wrapped in plastic bags 
being carried into some of the 
polling stations in Barcelona oc-
cupied by parents and activists. 
The plastic ballot boxes, bearing 
the seal of the Catalan regional 
government, were placed on 
tables, prompting cheers from 
hopeful voters who had gathered 
in schools before dawn.

Courts and police have been 
cracking down for days to halt the 
vote, confiscating 10 million pa-
per ballots and arresting key offi-
cials involved in the preparations. 
On Saturday, Civil Guard agents 
dismantled the communications 
systems used to connect voting 
stations, count the votes and vote 
online. That prompted the Span-
ish government to announce that 
holding the referendum Sunday 
would be “impossible.”
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ADC  Mhathung Thsunglao along with the PTYS members and District Hospital Management staff pose for a group photo after the cleanliness drive.

Dr. Renbonthung Lotha, senior specialist ENT, speaking at the training for primary teachers on ear care in 
Wokha on September 26.

PBC members along with other well wishers at the inauguration of the church building in Wokha town on September 27.

Justice LS Jamir speaking at the 15th general conference of the NJOA at the Law Guest House, Dimapur, on September 29.

GOM Mon conducts awareness prog
Gospel Outreach Ministry (GOM), Mon, conducted 
a three-day awareness programme on drugs and 
opium from September 22 to 24 in Tangnyu village. 
The awareness programme was jointly organised 
by Tangnyu village council, Mission Board of Youth 
Department, and Bumeinok Tangnyu village. Altogether 
112 clients attended the awareness programme.   

WCH convenes meet
Western Chakhesang Hoho (WCH) has convened 
an executive emergency meeting on October 3 at 
Sodzulhou village community hall at 11 a.m. The 
Hoho has informed to all the office bearers, advisors, 
representatives to CPO and Tenyimia Union along 
with two members from each unit are to attend the 
proposed meeting without fail.

WCYO to hold cultural prog
Western Chakhesang Youth Organisation (WCYO) has 
announced to organise a one day cultural programme 
on October 2 at Dimapur Town Hall on the theme 
“Rejuvenate our cultural values” with SK Kenye, 
Director of Geology and Mining (Retd) as the resource 
person. The main highlights of the programme would 
include competitions on folk songs among the 16 units 
of Western Chakhesang area. WCYO media cell has 
informed all the concerned members to attend the 
programme.

TSUD supports PSAN
Tenyimi Student’s Union Dimapur (TSUD) has 
expressed support to the Public Service Aspirants 
Nagaland (PSAN) in their fight against the cabinet 
decision to remove the Class III post from NPSE 
examination. TSUD president, Azo Wetsah, and the 
general secretary, A Shyerhunlo Lorin, have appealed 
the cabinet minister to review its decision as it will only 
bring about discouragement to the young educated 
unemployed who wanted to serve in the government 
sector. TSUD general secretary, A Shyerhunlo Lorin, has 
requested all the aspirants and organisations to extend 
cooperation towards PSAN.

NEWS IN BRIEF

LSU alleges anomalies in NPSC

NGRC-1 CU demands 
blacklisting local firm

Phek youth organises cleanliness drive

Primary teachers trained on ear care

NVCO Tseminyu unit grateful to Power dept

PBC building inaugurated in Wokha town

IMPORTANT NUMBERS
WOMEN HELPLINE: 181

DIMAPUR (STD CODE: 03862)
Bethesda Ambulance Service                 9615053217, 9615520007
CIHSR 242555, 242533
Police Control Room 7085055050
Dimapur District Hospital 232224
Diphupar PS 7085055032
East PS 7085055030
Faith Hospital 248912, 9436004220
Fire Station (Chumu) 282777
Fire Station (Dimapur) 7085378850, 232201
GRPS 7085055031
Medziphema PS 7085055033
MH (Metro) Hospital 227930/231081
Mobile Unit Commander 7085055046
Nikos Hospital 248285, 232032
Niuland PS 7085088035
Sub-Urban PS 7085055036
Traffic Control -1 7085088038
Traffic Control -2 7085088039
West PS 7085055034
Women Cell 7085055037
Zion Hospital 231864, 224117, 227337

KOHIMA (STD Code: 0370)
Bethel Nursing Home 2224202
Chiephobozou PS
Officer-in-Charge

8575045506
8575045516

Childline Kohima 1098
Chiephobozou PS
Officer-in-Charge

8575045506
8575045516

Fire Stations 2222952
IRCS Ambulance Service 2244350
Kezocha PS
Officer-in-Charge

8575045549
8575045538

Khuzama PS
Officer-in-Charge

8575045505
8575045515

NHAK 2222916
North PS
Officer-in-Charge

2222222, 8575045501
8575045510

Oking Hospital 2290080, 2290146
Police Control Room 100/2244279, 8575045500
South PS
Officer-in-Charge

2222111, 8575045502
8575045520

Tseminyu PS
Officer-in-Charge

8575045507
8575045517

Zubza PS
Officer-in-Charge

8575045508
8575045518

MOKOKCHUNG (STD Code: 0369)
Chopper Service 8974151974/ 9615776811
Christian Hospital, Impur 2262214
Dr. Imkongliba Hospital 2226216/2226394
Faith Hospital Ambulance 9436004220, 9856051827
Fire Station 2226225
Hope Ambulance Service 8415827895/9856277674
Hotel Metsuben 8014587442/ 2226373
IRCS Ambulance Service 09402993002
Lifeline Ambulance 9436439707/ 9862447893
Mokokchung PS 1 2226241
Power House 2226221/2226293
Sewak Gate PS 2 2226213
Traffic Control 9485232691
Tuli Police Station 9485232693
Women Cell 9485232692
Woodland Nursing Home 2226263

Dimapur, Oct. 1 (EMN): 
Nagaland Government 
Registered Class-I Contrac-
tors’ Union (NGRC-1 CU) 
has demanded blacklisting 
the M/s Naga Commer-
cial Enterprise allegedly 
for submitting fake docu-
ments in the open tender 
process.

Besides, NGRC-1 CU 
also demanded suspension 
of  Er. I Meren Ao from 
service for issuing fake doc-
uments namely the work 
order ‘Construction of  per-
manent Barrack (36*24) in-
clusive of  kitchen (18*12) 
and toilet (16812)- 12 nos 
at 13th NAP(IR) Battal-
ion, Yachang, in favour of  
M/S. Naga Commercial 
Enterprise, a government 
registered contractor and 
supplier, Dimapur.

NGRC-1  CU,  in  a 
press release issued by its 
president Seyiekuolie, has 
extended fullest support 
to ACAUT Nagaland in 
their demand to set up 
Lokayukta in Nagaland 
so as to check all forms 
of  corruption, misman-
agement and siphoning 
of  public of  public funds 
and also to immediately 
terminated all backdoor 
appointments made post 
June 6, 2016. 

The union has affirmed 
continuing fighting for a 
powerful/independent 
Lokayukta in the State. 
It felt that setting up of  
Lokayukta in the State is 
the need of  the hour to 
punished public servants 
who were involved in cor-
ruption practices.

On complaint received 
from M/S K Nakhro, 
NGRC-1 CU learned that 
the solvency certificate 

from Vijaya Bank, Di-
mapur, and vehicle bear-
ing registration No. NL-
04/A 2238 from Mon and 
work order No.SE/PEP/
TB/WO/PLAN/ 2013-14 
dated Kohima September 
16, 2013, reportedly issued 
by Er. I Meren Ao, Super-
intendent Engineer, Police 
Engineering Project, Naga-
land, Kohima, was found 
to be fake. The firm M/S 
Naga Commercial Enter-
prise was detected submit-
ting these fake documents 
to the tender committee i.e 
Nagaland University in the 
open tender process. 

The union also ob-
served that it was also 
unbecoming on the part 
of  university tender com-
mittee for considering the 
firm despite of  producing 
the said fake documents in-
cluding a fake work order 
namely ‘Construction of  
permanent Barrack (36*24) 
inclusive of  kitchen (18*12) 
and toilet (16812)-12 nos at 
13th NAP (IR) Battallion 
Yachang in favour of  M/S 
Naga Commercial Enter-
prise.

Subsequently, NGRC-1 
CU had submitted a repre-
sentation to the competent 
authority with a demand 
to black list the firm ‘M/s 
Naga Commercial Enter-
prise’ at the earliest and 
also immediately suspends 
Er. I Meren Ao from service 
and allow the appropriate 
legal action against them in 
the interest of  justice. The 
Union had also written to 
Nagaland University to 
take immediate necessary 
actions against M/S Naga 
Commercial Enterprise 
and also cancelled the said 
work order.

Dimapur, Oct. 1 (EMN): 
A new six-storey building 
constructed by Pangti Bap-
tist Church (PBC) at Etsu-
chukha colony in Wokha 
town was inaugurated by 
pastor of PBC, N Manglio, 
in the presence of bonafide 
members and believers on 
September 27.

Pastor of Wokha Town 
Baptist Church (WTBC) and 
speaker of the programme, 
Rev. Sulumo Ezung said 
the huge building has 
come about through God’s 
knowledge and wisdom. 
He stressed on the need to 
maintain respect, love and 
care for each other to live 
happier lives. 

Mentioning that “faith 
without work is dead and 
work without faith is also 
dead,’ he urged upon the be-
lievers to fear and trust God 
and galvanise both faith and 
work in all walks of life. He 
also emphasised on the need 
to maintain the building in 
a decent manner. He fur-
ther encouraged everyone to 
maintain good relationship 
with God. Former Director 
of Higher and Technical Ed-
ucation, L Edward Lotha, in 
his exhortation said that the 
main aim of  constructing 
the building was to promote 
mission work for the king-
dom of God in our life time 
for salvation.

Pastor of  PBC, who 
delivered the welcome ad-
dress, has thanked all the 
donors and well wishers for 
the generous contribution 
towards the church building. 
He also gave special thanks 
to construction consultant 
Er. Chumbeno Shitio; archi-
tecture Renben Shitio; com-
mittee member Suyanpangti; 
and Pangti Ekhung from 
Wokha, Dimapur, Kohima, 
and Doyang who have re-
lentlessly rendered their serv-
ice during the construction.

According to the finance 
committee convenor, Nyimt-
semo Ngullie, the total ex-
penditure of the construction 
was Rs 2 crores seven lakhs 

and four hundred fourteen. 
The building was construct-
ed with 35 rooms includ-
ing 300 capacity conference 
room. It took six years and 
seven months to complete 
the building. On behalf  of  
the construction committee, 
Zanao Jami  highlighted the 
building estimate.

The programme was 
led by PBC associate pas-
tor, Bichamo Yanthan, and 
deacon Nkomo Kikon in-
voked God’s blessings. Older 
citizen Tsenithung Ngullie 
presented special song, while 
the vote of thanks was deliv-
ered by pastor Manglio. Pas-
tor of Pangti Baptist Church 
Ki, dedicated the building.

Dimapur, Oct. 1 (EMN): Nagaland 
Voluntary Consumers’ Organization 
Tseminyu Division (NVCOTD) has 
thanked the minister of  Power, Chief  
Engineer of  Power Department, 

SDO Power Wokha division, and 
JEE Tseminyu division, for timely 
installation of  transformer 1.6 MVA 
on September 19.

Asao Seb, NVCOTD secretary, 

stated that the committed efforts 
and sensible gesture of  intervention 
by all concerned persons at the right 
time have fulfilled the long cherished 
dreams of  the people.

Dimapur, Oct. 1 (EMN): 
Alleging anomalies in the se-
lection of candidates through 
the Nagaland Public Service 
Commission (NPSC), Lotha 
Students’ Union (LSU) has 
sought the intervention of  
the State governor for neces-
sary action.

In a representation to 
the governor, LSU presi-
dent Lipemo M Tsopoe 
and the magazine secretary 
Rhanbemo Patton claimed 
the recent modified system 
of  NPSC does not protect 
meritorious candidates be-
cause of its highly manipula-
tive system. It stated that the 
union found out imbalance 
in the result of 2015 NPSC 
through employing RTI.

The union felt that such 
imbalance crisis will further 
deteriorate the morale of the 
youth and harmony in the 
administration.

NPSC, which is the high-
est authority for selection of  
civil service candidates in 
the State where the gover-

nor appoints the chairman 
and members of NPSC, as 
such the union has sought 
highest accountability and 
transparency in the system 
in the system.

In this regard, it has de-
manded complete video 
clippings in viva-voce in 
place, while it also asked 
allocation of  maximum 
and minimum marks to be 
given in viva voce be strictly 
followed.

On the qualification and 
criteria to be chairman as 
well as the members of the 
board, the union has asked 
to follow the UPSC system 
and not as laid down rules 
by the State. It stated that 
the total marks secured by 
the candidate in written 
examination should not be 
brought to the notice of the 
board members till the com-
pletion of  viva-voce, and 
added that any examination 
conducted by the NPSC 
should be completed within 
a period of calendar year.

Dimapur, Oct. 1 (EMN): 
The Chief  Medical Officer 
(CMO), Wokha, and staff  
conducted training for pri-
mary school teachers on 
ear care under NPPCD on 
September 26.

The training was con-
ducted in two batches 
with Dr. Renbonthung 
Lotha, senior specialist 
ENT and district nodal of-
ficer NPPCD, Wokha, as 
the resource person. The 
resource person had em-
phasised on the awareness 
of  hearing impairment, its 
prevention and treatment 
facilities available at health 
centres.

The training completed 
successfully for five blocks 
of  Wokha district. 

Dimapur, Oct. 1 (EMN): 
Phek Town Council (PTC) 
along with Phek Town 
Youth Society (PTYS) and 
District Hospital Manage-
ment Committee have joint-
ly observed the Swachhta 
Hi Sewa (SHS) campaign 
on September 28 in Phek 
town.

Speaking on the occa-
sion, Mhathung Thsunglao, 
Additional Deputy Com-
missioner (ADC), Phek, has 
applauded PTYS for taking 
the initiatives in keeping the 
town cleaned under the mis-
sion of  ‘Operation Clean 
Green.’ He also appreciated 
the PTYS for adopting the 

District Hospital Medical 
Wards, which according to 
him, was the first its kind 
initiated by the youth or-
ganisation in Nagaland. 

Dr. Nungotso, convenor 
of  District Hospital Wel-
fare Committee Phek (DH-
WCP), expressed gratitude 
to PTYS for extending their 

supports in maintaining and 
cleaning the hospital.

Hundreds youth volun-
teers from 11 colonies have 
turned up and carried out 
a mass social work at Dis-
trict Hospital compound by 
cleaning weeds and grass in 
the hospital flower garden 
and clearing the drainage.

Dimpaur, Oct. 1 (EMN): 
With the gradual deca-
dence of  judiciary system 
in the State, Judge of  Gau-
hati High Court, Justice 
LS Jamir, has urged the 
judicial officers to instil 
confidence by dispensing 
justice without bias in or-
der to regain the public’s 
confidence.

Jamir said this in his 
address at the 15th general 
conference of the Nagaland 
Judicial Officers Associa-
tion (NJOA) and election of  
new office bearers on Sep-
tember 29 held at the Law 
Guest House, Dimapur.

Speaking as the guest 
speaker, Jamir has cau-
tioned the judiciary officers 
against people losing their 
in the judiciary system. 
He has urged the judiciary 
officers to deliver justice in 
every possible way at this 
time and age when the fate 
of  the people lies with the 
judiciary. 

Stressing on the im-
portance of  integrity of  a 

judicial officer, he urged 
the officers to maintain the 
highest degree of  integrity 
so that there are no report 
of  impropriety from any 
quarter. 

Stating that protracted 
trials would have the biggest 
effect on the weaker section 
of  the society, Justice LS 
Jamir urged the officers 
to avoid delay and deliver 
timely justice. At a time 
when the society is fighting 
against corruption, he urged 
the officers to let judiciary 
be the weapons. 

Jamir also maintained 
that the conduct in the 
court and the way they live 
should instil hope amongst 
the people that judiciary 
will save them. Also stating 
that a separate High Court 
for Nagaland is mandated 
as per the Constitution of  
India, he urged the judicial 
officers to take it up appro-
priately for the benefit of  
the State. 

During the second ses-
sion, elections of  new of- WEATHER FORECAST IN OTHER DISTRICTS 

Max Min DP RH RF

ZBT 21.7 16.2 19.2 93 2.6

MON 29.2 22 20.9 91 17

TUENSANG 20 17 17.4 91 54.2

MKG 24 18.2 17.7 76 21.3

PHEK 24.4 18.4 20.1 91 6.4

KIPHIRE 28 20 20.6 96 15

SECHÜ ZUBZA 26 19.5 21.5 90 2.2

TSEMINYU 24 20.2 21.3 95 13

JALUKIE 23 13 21.5 91 16

MANGKOLEMBA 29.2 22 23.8 89 17.6

*Dew Point (DP) *Relative Humidity (RH) * Rainfall (RF)

Source: Department of Soil & Water Conservation, Nagaland 

fice bearers for the tenure 
2017-2020 was held where-
in Neiko Kano, Principal 
District and Sessions Judge, 
Mon, was elected as the new 
president; Lonshithung, 
District and Sessions Judge, 
Phek, was elected as vice 

president; Inalo Zhimomi, 
Chief  Judicial Magistrate, 
Mon, as the general secre-
tary; Somet Chang, Chief  
Judicial Magistrate, Peren, 
as the assistant general sec-
retary; and Wonchibeni 
Lotha, JMFC, Dimapur, as 

the treasurer. 
Hukato Swu, Principal 

District and Sessions Judge, 
Dimapur, chaired the sec-
ond session. The general 
secretary and treasurer have 
presented annual reports.

In the first session, the 

presidential address was 
delivered by YM Imchen, 
Principal District and Ses-
sions Judge, Kohima. The 
programme was chaired 
by Mezivolu T Therieh, 
Chief  Judicial Magistrate, 
Kiphire.
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International Day of Older Persons: ‘We care for you’

An elderly ci zen cu ng a cake with Neithonuo Liegise during the 
celebra on of Interna onal Day of Older Person at Kohima on Oct. 1.

EM Images

Students ask government to 
videotape NPSC interviews

Dimapur, Oct. 1 (EMN):  A students’ 
organisation has demanded from the 
government of  Nagaland videotap-
ing facilities for interviews conducted 
by the Nagaland Public Service Com-
mission (NPSC). The Lotha Students’ 
Union (LSU) issued a copy of  a repre-
sentation addressed to the governor of  
Nagaland on Sunday. 

The representation began: ‘The 
union being very much well aware of  
the current system in regard to NPSC 
which is the highest authority for selec-
tion of  civil service candidate in the 
state where the governor of  the state 
appoints the chairman and members 
of  NPSC. As such the union seeks the 
highest accountability and transpar-
ency in the system of NPSC where 
the meritorious candidates are going 
to serve the highest office position in 
the state.’

However, the LSU stated, the re-
cently-modified system of the NPSC 
‘does not protect merit because of  its 
highly manipulative system.’

In this regard the union after em-
ploying RTI found out an imbalance in 
the result of  2015 NPSC (Civil Serv-
ice), the representation asserted. 

“The union express deep concern 
over such imbalance crisis will further 
deteriorate the morale of  the youth 
and harmony in the administration,” 
the students stated.

The union has placed a number 
of  following points of  demand be-
fore the governor for his intervention. 
The demands included the following: 
‘Complete video clippings in viva-voce 
be in place; allocation of  maximum 
and minimum marks to be given in 
viva-voce must be strictly followed; 
the qualification and criteria to be 
chairman as well as the members of  
the board should follow the system of  
UPSC not as state laid down rules.’

Further, the LSU has demanded 
that the total marks secured by the can-
didate during the written examination 
‘should not be brought to the notice of  
board members’ till the completion of  
the viva-voce, and ‘should bring into 
notice only while framing the result.’

‘Any examination conducted by 
the NPSC should be completed within 
a period of calendar year. The union 
therefore urges early intervention and 
necessary action from the honourable 
governor of Nagaland,’ the LSU added.

Our Correspondent 
Kohima, Oct. 1 (EMN): 
Joining the world in hon-
ouring its elderly, a state-
level celebration of  In-
ternational Day of  Older 
Persons was organized 
by department of  Social 
Welfare at the Red Cross 
building in Kohima town 
on Sunday. The event was 
conducted with the theme 
‘stepping into the future: 
tapping the talents, contri-
butions and participation 
of  older persons in soci-
ety.’

It was informed that in 
India around two cr. eld-
erly persons lived in 1951. 
However, their number in-
creased to 8 cr. (7% of  the 
country’s total population) 
in 2010. The population of  
elderly persons is estimat-
ed to increase by 18% of  
total population in India 
by 2025.

The chairperson of  
the Nagaland State Social 
Welfare Board (NSSWB), 
Bano Vinito, has urged 
senior citizens to have a 
positive mindset and ‘dis-
pel negative thoughts as 
they grow old,’ and en-
couraged them to create 
an ‘environment of  posi-
tivity.’

As ‘wisdom comes 
with age,’ Vinito advised 
them to keep ‘reminding 

the youngsters the good 
values of  life which would 
help them one day in their 
journey.’ Also, she encour-
aged the senior citizens to 
fear God and live a ‘lov-
able life.’

The ‘best senior citi-
zen’ award at the state-lev-
el was awarded to 86-year 
old Netsütso Theyo and 
75-year old Meyisongla; 
and Rev. L. Suohie Mhasi, 
a 96-year old, and Rench-
ano Kent, an 80-year old, 
for the district level award.

The director of  the So-
cial Welfare department, T 
Merangtsungba Aier, said 
that the day was not only 
to observe the event for the 
elderly. It is also ‘the best 
time where the aged come 
together as a peer team,’ 
the official observed. Aier 
acknowledged their wis-
dom and contribution to 
the society. 

Also, social activist 
Khekiye Sema spoke on 
behalf  of  a senior citizens 
forum.  Sharing the life 
experiences of  the senior 
citizens to the younger 
generations will benefit 
the young, he said. He 
urged them to speak of  
their experiences and wis-
dom to the youngsters for 
the benefit of  the society.

 The senior citizens 
were honoured with gifts 

by the department of  So-
cial Welfare.  
An honour to serve
the elderly 
‘It is not a burden but an 
honour to serve the elderly 
citizens,’ said Neithonuo 
Liegise, managing director 
of  Kohima Old Age Home 
(KOAH), which was es-
tablished in the year 2005. 
She has dedicated her life 
and service to caring and 
serving the senior citizens. 

During the occasion 
for older persons celebrat-
ed at the home on Octo-
ber 1, Liegise said that al-
though it was there to help 
as an extended family, she 
stressed on the need for a 
change in mindset to ‘love, 
care and support for our 
elderly parents.’ 

The speaker observed 
also that with the change 
of  time when the aged are 
often neglected and abused 
by own family members, 
she asserted that it was the 
right of  every person to 
live and die with dignity. 
‘If  we can work hand in 
hand, we can give them a 
better life’ she added. 

Attending the celebra-
tions as a special guest, 
Managing Director of  KO-
HIMAS, Dr. Tseilhoutuo 
Rhutso opined that having 
‘too many old age homes’ 
in the state is ‘not a good 
sign.’ He emphasized on 
the need for a ‘well-main-
tained and quality services’ 
for senior citizens.

Stating that it was ‘not 
feasible’ to always depend 
on government funds and 
schemes for the needy in 
general, Rhutso observed 
that ‘if  four lakh out of  
the total population of  
the state who are comfort-
ably managing two square 
meals a day can contrib-
ute INR 1 a day for a year, 
great things can be done for 
the less-privileged people.’ 

Putting across his sug-
gestion as a ‘challenge’ 

For Dimapur’s guardians

Members of the Dimapur District Legal Services Authority with members of a care-home run by the Missionaries of Charity at 
Notun Bas  in Dimapur. 

On International Day of Older Persons 
that was observed on Oct. 1, members of  
the Dimapur District Legal Services Au-
thority (DDLSA) visited the elderly at a 
home run by the Missionaries of Charity 
at Notun Bosti in Dimapur. The visitors 
were led by Ajongba Imchen, secretary of  
the DDLSA.

During a short interaction, Zuchumpe-
ni, a member of the DDLDA, spoke about 
various schemes and welfare provisions 
for parents and senior citizens. Some of  
the senior citizens also spoke about their 
experiences at the home, updates from the 
organisers informed on Sunday. 

Interacting with the members of the 
staff and members of the home, Ajongba 
Imchen assured that the DDLSA will 
make serious efforts to ‘address any prob-
lems faced by the home through its front 
office located at the district court’s premis-
es,’ according to the update. 

Tribal Old Age Home

The 3rd anniversary of  
Tribal Old Age Home was 
celebrated coinciding with 
International Day of  Old-
er Person at the institution 
with 41 senior citizens, 

well wishers, caregivers 
and families. The oldest 
who attended the program 
was Kumsameren Imsong, 
aged 94, according to up-
dates on Sunday from the 

care home.
A brief  history of  the 

institution, concept and 
activities, facilities and 
future plans was deliv-
ered in a discourse by 

Imli Amri, director of  the 
home, the updates stated. 
Testimonies were given by 
senior citizens. The Word 
of  God was delivered by 
Wabang Longchari, pas-

tor of  the Light House 
Church, the updates stat-
ed. Special prayers were 
said by the senior citizens 
and caregivers, it was in-
formed.

Transformation Crusade 
at Wokha concludes

Our Correspondent
Wokha, Oct. 1 (EMN): A five-
day Christian programme, the 
Transformation Crusade, in 
Wokha has concluded at the 
WTBC. Thousands of  youths, 
elders and parents attended the 
programme.    

Rev. Zotuo Kiewhuo, sen-
ior pastor of  Koinonia Baptist 
Church was the speaker for the 
last day of  the crusade.

Speaking from the Word of  
God, based on the passage Acts 
8:5-13, the speaker called upon 
the people of  Wokha to accept 
Jesus Christ fully without condi-
tion and be ‘a good shepherd to 
feed the people and spread the 
message of  love.’ The reverend 
called upon the congregation 
to have faith, when ‘depression 
and frustration come upon the 
people who ignore Jesus Christ 
as saviour.’

Rev. Kiewhuo also said 
to rejoice in the day that God 
provided for the believers to 
witness the love and receive de-
liverance (Psalms 118:23-24). 
He said that whoever asks and 
seeks God ‘receive the gift in 
true faith as God never forsakes 
anyone’ (John 15:7).

The speaker then urged the 
people of  Wokha to acknowl-
edge God’s blessing in their 
professions and to spread the 
word of  God to all. He spoke 
of  God’s blessings in that God 
has blessed Koinonia Baptist 
Church’s dedication to save 
souls.

Misha from the USA who 
is undergoing a 40-day fasting 
at Koinonia Baptist Church in 
Kohima, attended the service 
and witnessed God’s blessing 
to the people. She said that the 
Naga people took a leap from 
headhunting to becoming true 
warriors of  God; she witnessed 
to work and live in the faith of  
Christ.

The Transformation Cru-
sade team in Kohima and Y 
Chumbethung Murry, youth 
director of  WTBC thanked the 
church and the people who at-
tended the crusade. They have 
prayed that God will continue to 
bless the church and his people.

The programme concluded 
with hundreds of  youths dedi-
cating their lives to Jesus and 
hundreds of  people responded 
and testified healing from vari-
ous sicknesses.

Par cipants of the 8th ‘Northern Zonal Conference of the Salesian Cooperators’ Associa on,’ which was conducted on Sep. 30 at the Don Bosco Ins tute for 
Development and Leadership, in Dimapur.

‘Salesian Cooperators’ meet at zone conference

Dimapur, Oct. 1 (EMN): 
The 8th ‘Northern Zonal 
Conference of  the Salesian 
Cooperators’ Association’ 
was conducted on Sep. 30 at 
the Don Bosco Institute for 
Development and Leadership 
in Dimapur. 

There were 70 partici-
pants including provincial 

coordinators, secretaries, ad-
ministrators, “formators”, 
and delegates and few other 
members from the Salesian 
provinces of  New Delhi, 
Kolkata, Shillong, Guwahati 
and Dimapur, a press release 
from the organisers informed 
on Sunday. Jonas Kerketta 
sdb, Bosco B. Ed College, ap-

pended the press release.  
The conference was con-

ducted with the theme “fam-
ily ministry,” it was informed. 
The event was inaugurated 
with the hoisting of  the as-
sociation’s flag by Fr. Albert 
Johnson sdb, current South 
Asian delegate for Salesian 
Family, the organisers stated. 

According to the press 
release, Sr. Alphonsa fma 
read out the keynote address 
of  Sr. Elizabeth George fma, 
provincial of  Guwahati FMA 
province. In her address, Sr. 
Elizabeth highlighted the im-
portance of  the theme saying 
that the family was the cradle 
of  life ‘where children feel 

Catholics youths and leaders pose for a photograph during their celebra on of the 29th Kidima Catholic Youth Associa on Day, updates informed 
on Oct. 1 Sunday.

29th Kidima Catholic Youth Association Day held
Dimapur, Oct. 1 (EMN): 
Catholic youths of  Ki-
dima celebrated what up-
dates on Sunday informed 
was the 29th Kidima 
Catholic Youth Associa-
tion Day. It was informed 
that the celebration was 
conducted with the theme 
‘Have faith in God’ (Mark 
11: 22) from Sep. 30 to 
Oct. 1st, at the church’s 
premises. Parish Priest 
and former regional su-
perior of  Society of  Jesus 
of  Kohima, Reverend Fa-
ther Charles D’Souza SJ, 
was the main celebrant, a 
press release informed on 
Sunday. 

In his homily, the 
updates informed, Fa-
ther Charles D’Souza SJ 
greeted the youth and em-
phasised four ‘mothers’ 
in the Christian life: ‘bio-
logical, the church, Mary 
and mother-in- law.’ The 
mother church remains 
that ‘connecting link be-
tween biological mothers 
to the heavenly mother 
Mary,’ the press release 
stated. 

to the people, he strongly 
felt that ‘if  people come 
together, greater things 
can be achieved for the 
progress and development 
of  the society as a whole.’ 
He advised the senior 

citizens to always have a 
positive mindset, which he 
said ‘is better and more ef-
fective than a medicine.’

A member of  the Naga-
land Senior Citizens’ Asso-
ciation, S. Ghunakha Swu, 

gave a brief  highlight of  the 
significance of  the day’s 
event. He urged the senior 
citizens to ‘not be disheart-
ened with health issues and 
situation, but be comforted 
in God and continue to 

pray unceasingly for the 
Naga leaders, missionaries 
and the people.’ 

A representative from 
the Kohima District Legal 
Services Authority, Sun-
jib Rana, highlighted the 

various rights, funds and 
schemes that are available 
for senior citizens. 

There are 25 senior 
citizens—nine women and 
12 men—residing at Ko-
hima Old Age Home. 

loved, cared for, protected 
and accompanied.’ She quot-
ed Pope Francis’ apostolic 
exhortation Amoris Laetitia 
which underscores the fact 
that welfare of  the family is 
decisive for the future of  the 
world and the church, the up-
dates stated.

Fr. Albert Johnson read 
out the message of  Rev. Fr. 
Maria Kanaga sdb, regional 
councillor for South Asia. Fr. 
Kanaga described the ‘Sale-
sian Cooperators’ as secular 
(lay) arms and wings of  the 
Salesian family having a spe-
cial role to play with their 
public commitment to God 
and ‘Salesian charism.’ 

The event also conducted 
various sessions for different 
topics of  discourse: Roles of  
Salesian Cooperators; family 
ministry; formation of  Lay 
Leadership. There was also a 
session about action plans as 
a well as a meeting of  the Na-
tional Advisory Council, the 
updates stated.

Further, the updates stat-
ed, on Oct. 1 there was a busi-
ness session during which all 
the participating provinces 
presented reports specifically 
about the Family Ministry’s 
activities. 

“Father asked in the 
large gathering faithful to 
love, care and respect to 
all the mothers. The par-
ish priest also challenged 
the youth to attribute to 
mother church,” the press 

release stated.
The youth also compet-

ed in various events during 
the celebrations. Solo, duet, 
quartet, double quartet and 
group for gospel hymn per-
formances marked the pro-

gramme too. 
“Franciscan Sisters of  

Saint Mary of  the Angels, 
parents and children also 
joined in the celebration. 
Incarnation of  Mother 
Mary and Jesus, Holy 

Mass and felicitation fol-
lowed by fellowship meal 
were the highlights of  the 
programme,” the press re-
lease added. The press re-
lease was appended by a 
citizen, P Tepekrovi Kiso.
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Retired army man asked to 
prove his Indian citizenship 

Gold worth Rs 5.9 cr. seized in Manipur 

Shumang  Leela will 
strengthen community 
bond — Manipur minister  

Not a single Rohingya 
Muslim entered 
Mizoram, minister says

China opens new highway in 
Tibet close to Arunachal border

Kiren Rijiju visits DG HQ 
Assam Ries, Laitkor, Shillong

Eight Manipuri trafficked 
girls return home

Manipur observes int’l day of older persons

Guwahati, Oct. 1 (PTI):An As-
sam-based retired Defence veteran 
has claimed that the Foreigners’ 
Tribunal has sent him a notice ask-
ing him to prove that he was not an 
illegal Bangladeshi migrant but an 
Indian citizen.

Mohd Azmal Hoque, the Jun-
ior Commissioned Officer (JCO) 
who had retired from service on 
September 30, 2016 told reporters 
yesterday that he had received the 
notice placing him in the doubtful-
voter category.

It also charged him with hav-
ing entered India in 1971 without 
proper documents, he said.

“I have served the Indian Army 
for 30 years,” Hoque said adding 
that he had received the notice 
asking him to appear before a lo-
cal tribunal on October 13 with 
relevant documents to prove his 

but I submitted all documents in 
the tribunal court and it had de-
clared me as an Indian citizen”, 
he said.

“Why do I have to be humili-
ated so many times? I request 
the prime minister, the president 
and the home minister to end this 
harassment of  a proper citizen,” 
Hoque said. He said, he is not the 
first member of  his family to have 
been served with such a notice. In 
2012 his wife Mamtaj Begum was 
also summoned by the tribunal to 
prove her citizenship.

The issue was brought to the 
attention of  the Army by a twit-
ter post of  lawyer Aman Wadud 
where he said “Mohd.

.Meanwhile, Assam Director 
General of  Police Mukesh Sahay 
has said that the police was look-
ing into it.

Indian citizenship.
The retired JCO said, he had 

missed the first date of  appearing 
before the tribunal on September 
11 as he had received the notice 

after that date.
He said, he will appear before 

the tribunal on October 13.
“In 2012 also, I had received a 

notice saying I was a doubtful voter 

Our Correspondent
Imphal, Oct.1 (EMN): A 
team of  Divisional Pre-
ventive Force of  Customs 
division Imphal on Sunday 
seized gold worth Rs 5.98 
cr. in 12 number of  bigger 
size gold biscuits weighing 
around 5.954 kilogram in 
an operation, the customs 
department sources said. 

The gold biscuits were 
seized from the possession 
of  one Md Nazimuddin, 

a resident of  Lilong Turel 
Ahanbi who was in a Tata 
sumo to Silchar (from Im-
phal) along Imphal-Jiribam 
sector of  National High-
way 37.The seizure was 
made while checking the 
passenger Tata sumo at 
Yurembam area, 7km west 
of  Imphal around 6am, the 
source added. 

The arrested person 
along with the seized gold 
biscuits was kept under 

the custody of  Customs 
Imphal division for further 
interrogation. 

On September 15, air 
intelligence unit of  the Cus-
toms Division and CISF 
from Imphal airport ap-
prehended six individuals 
for illegally carrying 36 
numbers of  gold biscuits 
weighing 5.97 Kgs by con-
cealing in their rectums. 
The monetary value of  the 
gold was Rs 1.79 crore.

Our Correspondent
Imphal, Oct. 1 (EMN): Shumang  Leela, the 
courtyard play in the state, is a platform to re-
flect the social issues of  Manipur society and 
this art form can be witness by all irrespective 
of  age. Conveying this to gathering, state infor-
mation and public relations Minister Thongam 
Biswajit Singh while inaugurating a two days 
seminar on ‘Shumang Leela Tradition’ here 
on Sunday, expressed the need to promote and 
preserve the particular art form, as it is provid-
ing employment generation in our society. 

The seminar is being organised by Manipur 
state Shumang Leela Council with an aim to 
promote and preserve this unique art form. 
At the same time cultural integration will 
strengthen the bonding between different com-
munities residing in the state, Minister Biswajit 
conveyed.

The state government is committed in keep-
ing transparency in every aspect. Urging the 
members of  the state Shumang Leela council 
to put up the portraits of  all Leela artists in the 
gallery to make the gallery more attractive and 
at the same time the artiste will also get due 
recognition, he said each and every one of  us 
has to play a key role in bringing development 
in the society and development of  our society. 

The Minister also assured the member of  
Shumang Leela Council that their demands 
will be fulfilled in consultation with the Chief  
Minister. Chief  Advisor of  Shumang Leela 
Council Dr. Moirangthem Nara and members 
of  the council attended the function where 
many resource persons presented papers. 

Aizawl, Oct. 1 (PTI): Mizoram 
Home Minister R Lalzirliana today 
said that the state government has 
not received any report of  even a 
single Rohingya Muslim entering its 
soil till date.

The Centre had alerted the state 
government to beef  up security in 
view of  Rhingyas entering North 
Eastern states adjoining Myanmar in 
the wake of  recent clashes between 
the Myanmar army and the Rohing-
yas.

Lalzirliana said that security 
forces guarding the borders were 
instructed to step up vigil along 
the Mizoram-Myanmar border and 
Mizoram-Bangladesh border.

The Assam Rifles intensified 
patrolling along the 404-km-long 
Mizoram-Myanmar international 
border and more troops were sent to 
the border areas. Lalzirliana said it 
is unlikely that the Rohingyas would 
come to Mizoram as the community’s 
home state of  Rakhine in Myanmar is 
quite far off.

Meanwhile, around 170 refugees 
from Myanmar’s Arakan, who en-
tered Mizoram and took shelter in 
southern district of  Lawngtlai, had 
returned recently.

The refugees had fled Arakan due 
to recent clashes between the Myan-
mar Army and the Arakan Liberation 
Army (ALA).

Beijing, Oct. 1 (PTI): 
China today opened a 
409-km new expressway 
costing about USD 5.8 
billion linking Tibet’s pro-
vincial capital Lhasa with 
Nyingchi, which is close to 
Arunachal Pradesh border.

The 409-km toll-free 
expressway has linked the 
two major cities which are 
also tourist attractions in 
Tibet, state-run Xinhua 
news agency reported.

The expressway cuts 
Lhasa-Nyingchi travel 
time from eight to five 

hours at a speed limit of  
80 km per hour.

The construction cost 
38 billion yuan (USD 5.8 
billion), according to the 
local government.

Most of  the express-
ways in Tibet are also com-
patible for military equip-
ment, providing advantage 
for the Chinese military to 
move its troops and weap-
onry faster.

The massive infrastruc-
ture development in Tibet 
also prompted India to 
ramp up infrastructure on 

its side.
Heavy trucks are tem-

porarily banned from us-
ing the Lhasa- Nyingchi 
expressway, state-run Xin-
hua news agency reported.

The India-China bor-
der dispute covers the 
3,488 km-long Line of  
Actual Control (LAC). 
While China claims Aru-
nachal Pradesh as South 
Tibet, India asserts that 
the dispute covers the Ak-
sai Chin area, which was 
occupied by China during 
the 1962 war.

Dimapur, Oct.1 (EMN): The Union 
Minister of  State for Home Affairs, Kiren 
Rijiju was on a two day visit to DG HQ 
Assam Rifles, Laitkor Shillong on Sep.30, 
2017 informed a press note. 

Accompanied by Director General 
Assam Rifles Lt Gen Shokin Chauhan, 
AVSM, YSM, SM, VSM, Rijiju inaugu-
rated the renovated Assam Rifles museum 
and visited various locations inside DG 
HQ. 

In the evening Rijiju attended Dusse-

hra Barakhana organised by Assam Rifles, 
where he spend time interacting with the 
troops, enquiring about their wellbeing and 
appreciating their work.

Rijiju during his second day of  visit 
to HQ Directorate General of  Assam 
Rifles at Laitkor, Shillong laid a wreath 
at the War Memorial and paid tribute 
to the Martyrs. He was accompanied by 
Lt Gen Chauhan, AVSM, YSM, SM, 
VSM, DGAR and Maj Gen R K Gupta, 
ADGAR.

Imphal, Oct. 1 (IANS): Eight Manipuri girls, who were 
being trafficked to Singapore by members of  an interna-
tional gang, were rescued in Myanmar and brought home, 
officials said on Sunday. They were given counselling ses-
sions in their home district of  Churachandpur on Sunday 
before being handed over to their families. The officials 
said the girls were brought to Kolkata from Myanmar on 
Friday by Indian embassy officials. They arrived in Imphal 
on Saturday.Two women and one man were arrested for 
their alleged involvement.

On their way to Singapore, the girls were lodged at 
a hotel in Yangon from where one of  them managed to 
inform her family. In response, the state government along 
with the help of  the External Affairs Ministry and Yangon 
police helped rescue the girls.

Chief  Minister N. Biren Singh said: “Parents should 
be very careful and first establish the authenticity of  the 
agencies represented by the touts. There have been cases 
of  human trafficking by the touts who promise jobs and 
education to the parents.” He instructed the police to 
launch a crackdown and try the accused persons in a fast 
track court which was set up for those involved in crime 
against women.

Our correspondent 
Imphal, Oct.1 (EMN): Manipur’s 
Social Welfare and Cooperation 
Minister Nemcha Kipgen called 
upon the attention of all the NGOs 
and stakeholders to lend necessary 
assistance to those older persons in 
distress and open doors for them. 

The Minister made the appeal 
while observing state level of  In-
ternational Day of  Older Persons 
2017 Khunthokhanbi Sanglen, 
Thangmeiband in Imphal on Sun-
day. Minister Nemcha also assured 
that she will urge the Government 
to open hospital specially meant for 
old-aged people. 

Stressing on the theme of  this 
year “Stepping into the Future: Tap-
ping the Talents, Contributions and 
Participation of  Older Persons in 
Society”, she highlighted the major 
contributions of the older persons in 
moulding our society and enlighten-
ing us with the rays of development. 
Wherever we, as a society stand 
today, major credit goes to them. 

On this occasion, Social Welfare 
department presented gifts as a token 
of appreciation to the older persons 
present at the day’s function.

The event was also attended 
by Commissioner H Deleep Singh 
of  Social Welfare department, its 
Director Jacintha Lazarus and Joint 
Director Surrender A Shishak as 

functional president President and 
guests of honour respectively.

The International Day for Older 
Persons, 2017 was also celebrated 
under the theme ‘Stepping into the 
Future; Tapping the Talents, Contri-
butions and Participation of Older 
Person in Society & Education ,‘ 
at the premises of  Regional Rural 
Training Center Office, Wangbal 
Thoubal.Labour & Employment 
Minister Th Radheshyam Singh, 
MANIDCO Chairman Dr Y Rad-
heshyam, Singh, Deputy Commis-
sioner L Nabakishwar Singh of  

Thoubal district, District Supervi-
sors, and older persons from different 
places attended the observation. 

Manipur Catholic Women 
Convention for 2017 underway 
The 2nd Manipur Catholic Women 
Convention 2017 is underway under 
the theme “Women in the Family, 
Church and Society” at Christ Jyoti 
School Mantripukhri campus near 
Imphal on Sunday.

State’s Social Welfare and Co-
operation Minister Nemcha Kipgen 
was the chief  guest of  second day 

of the four day convention. Speak-
ing on the occasion Minister Kip-
gen stressed that the chosen theme 
“Women in the Family, Church and 
Society” is extremely relevant as 
women of today is the epitome of  
developed society.

She  expressed that as the lone 
woman Minister in the present Gov-
ernment in the state, she felt deeply 
connected and privilege to be among 
all the women delegates of today’s 
function.She said women need the 
attention of one and all, especially 
in order to push forward our goals 
to improve the family as much as 
the Church and our society. There is 
a common saying – “If you educate 
a daughter, you educate an entire 
family,” she added.She said there is 
a strong need to acknowledge the im-
portance of the pivotal role played by 
women in the formation, upbringing 
and establishment of the family and 
the society as much as in the Church.

The function was also attended 
by Reverend Dominic Lumon, 
D.D, Archbishop – Archdiocese of  
Imphal, Rt. Rev. Gerald Almeida, 
Chairman of  Justice and Peace 
Commission, Catholic Bishops’ 
Council of India, Fr. Louis Pallikun-
nel, General Convenor of the Con-
vention 2017 and Ts. Shelvi Mon-
sang, President, Manipur Catholic 
Women Organisation. 

PTI
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Every Sudoku has a unique solution that can be 
reached logically. Enter numbers into the blank 
spaces so that each row, column and 3x3 box 
contains the numbers 1 to 9.

 1. Covered entrance
 6. Renown

AD)

49. Repeated

56. Area
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(L to R) Assam Rifles official delivering a lecture on conservation of wildlife to the students of GPS in Ekrani Pathar village on September 27. AR doctor administering health check-up 
on an elderly person during a medical camp in Pokhungri village under Phek district on September 22.

Officials from DRDA Dimapur and village functionaries during the sensitisation programme in Chumukedima 
on September 27.

DC Mon appeals for revision of e-roll

DRDA organises sensitisation prog

Kohima Law College conducts moot court

This the third consecutive monthly hike in ATF price, 
the last being by 4% (Rs.1,910 per kl) on September 1.

Jet fuel price hiked by 6%; LPG 
costlier by Rs.1.50 a cylinder

AR continues with civic action prog

New Delhi,  Oct. 1 (PTI): Jet fuel or ATF 
price was on Sunday hiked by a steep 6% on 
firming international rates, the third straight 
increase in rates since August.

Aviation turbine fuel (ATF) will now 
cost Rs.53,045 per kilolitre (kl) in Delhi, 
Rs.3,025 per kl more than Rs.50,020 previ-
ously, according to a price hike notification 
by Indian Oil Corp., the nation’s biggest 
fuel retailer.

This the third consecutive monthly hike 
in ATF price, the last being by 4% (Rs.1,910 
per kl) on September 1. Also, cooking gas 
(LPG) price was hiked by Rs.1.50 per cyl-
inder in line with the government decision 
to raise rates every month to eliminate 
subsidies by March.

A subsidised 14.2-kg LPG cylinder will 
from October 1, 2017, cost Rs.488.68 in 
Delhi as against Rs.487.18 previously, IOC 
said. The hike comes on back of over Rs.7 
per cylinder increase effected from Septem-
ber 1. Oil Minister Dharmendra Pradhan 
had on July 31 told the Lok Sabha that the 
government had asked State-run oil firms to 
raise subsidised cooking gas (LPG) prices 
by up to Rs.4 per cylinder every month to 
eliminate all the subsidies by March next 
year. Rates were, however, raised by Rs.2.31 
per cylinder on August 1 and the oil com-
panies effected a large hike on September 1 
to equalise that, sources said.

Since the implementation of the policy 
of  monthly increases from July last year, 

subsidised LPG rates have gone up by over 
Rs.69.50 per cylinder. A 14.2-kg LPG cylin-
der was priced at Rs.419.18 in June 2016.

The government had previously asked 
IOC, Bharat Petroleum Corp Ltd. (BPCL) 
and Hindustan Petroleum Corp Ltd 
(HPCL) to raise rates of subsidised domes-
tic LPG (liquefied petroleum gas) by Rs.2 
per 14.2-kg cylinder per month (excluding 
VAT). The quantum has now been doubled 
so as to bring down the subsidy to nil. Every 
household is entitled to 12 cylinders of 14.2-
kg each at subsidised rates in a year. Any 
requirement beyond that is to be purchased 
at market price.

The price of  non-subsidised LPG or 
market priced cooking gas has also been 
hiked by Rs.1.50 to Rs.599 per bottle. Rates 
at the last revision on September 1 were 
hiked by Rs.73.5 to Rs.597.50 per bottle. 
State-owned oil firms revise rates of LPG 
and ATF on 1st of every month based on 
average oil price and foreign exchange rate 
in the previous month. Today’s hike in the 
LPG price is fifth since the May 30 order 
of the oil ministry to raise rates by Rs.4 per 
cylinder every month.

There are as many as 18.11 crore cus-
tomers of  subsidised LPG in the country. 
These include over 3 crore poor women 
who were given free connections during 
the last one year under the Pradhan Mantri 
Ujjwala Yojna. There are another 2.66 crore 
users of non-subsidised cooking gas.

Dimapur, Oct. 1 (EMN): 
Deputy Commissioner and 
District Election Officer, 
Mon, W Honje Konyak 
has appealed to all Heads 
of  Department, NGO lead-
ers, churches and political 
parties to inform their col-
leagues and subordinates 
in their respective establish-
ments to get themselves 
enrolled in case of  non-
enrolment, delete names in 
case of  double enrolment 
and make corrections as 

and where required.
The DC issued this or-

der in compliance with 
the direction of  the Elec-
tion Commission of  India 
(ECI) dated August 23, 
2017, for special summary 
revision of  photo electoral 
rolls with January 1, 2018, 
as qualifying date.

He stated that the ratio 
of  Electoral Population 
(EP) in the district was be-
low 50%. He also apprised 
of  the many discrepancies 

in the electoral health of  
the district, maintaining 
that only 15% in the age 
group of  18-19 years were 
enrolled in the electoral roll 
compared to 321% enrol-
ment (i.e. 3618 electoral 
enrolment more than the 
projected 2017 population 
census) in the age group 
of  80 years and above. He 
further apprised of  the low 
female gender ratio in the 
electoral roll as compared 
to the population census.

Dimapur, Oct. 1 (EMN): 
Kohima Law College had 
conducted Moot Court on 
September 28 in the college 
premises to enable the law 
students learn the practi-
cal knowledge and art of  
discussion on the point of  
law. 

Professor-in-charge 
BCI practical and training 
Kezhokhoto Savi stated 
that there are three moot 
problems of  hypothetical 
cases including criminal, 
civil and international. 
Prior to the conduct of  

Moot Court, students were 
assigned to visit the High 
Court and District Courts, 
lawyer chambers and law 
libraries. The students were 
divided into two groups 
of  which one group was 
assigned the work of  rep-
resenting one side, while 
another group was assigned 
to work representing the 
other side and each student 
would take part in all three 
cases as mooter. 

According to Savi, there 
are four BCI practical and 
training papers carrying 

100 marks each in LL.B 
course where the students 
are to get to involve in sev-
eral activities/projects in-
cluding observance of court 
proceedings, legal interview 
technique in lawyer cham-
bers, legal literacy and legal 
awareness campaign.

It may be mentioned 
that the Bar Council of  
India (BCI) has introduced 
Moot Court in LL.B study 
course as practical training 
paper in law schools. Stu-
dents should have the prop-
er knowledge of preparation 

of legal documents, arguing 
the case, art of cross-exami-
nation etc during the course 
of LL.B degree. 

Organising and con-
ducting Moot Court by law 
schools provides proper 
knowledge to the student 
community regarding their 
future professional life.

Through the conduct of  
this moot court, students 
will learn the manner of  
dealing with the court and 
clients. An advocate is al-
ways expected to maintain 
his self  respect. He must 

Dimapur, Oct. 1 (EMN): A 
sensitisation programme on 
‘Mission Antyodaya Gram 
Samridhi Evam Swachato 
Pakhwada,’ organized by 
District Rural Development 
Agency (DRDA), Dimapur, 
was held on September 27 
at RD block Chumukedima 
conference hall. 

VDB secretaries and vil-
lage functionaries from 23 

selected villages under RD 
Blocks Dimapur attended 
the programme. 

The programme was 
chaired by Tsuktiyatet, 
DPO, DRDA, while the 
keynote address was de-
livered by Moakaba, PO, 
DRDA. 

Briefing on Mission 
Antyodaya was led by M 
Yimok Phom, ADPM, 

NSRLM, DRDA, while 
Along Pongen, DC-MIS, 
NSRLM, DRDA, and 
Aoyangla, LDA, RD Block 
Medziphema, were the re-
source persons.

Aghunaqa BDO, Naro-
la Imkong and Dhansaripar 
BDO H Bohoto and all the 
DRDA Blocks, NRLM of-
ficials and staff  attended the 
sensitisation programme.

Dimapur, Oct. 1 (EMN): 
Troops of  41 Assam Rifles 
had organised a medical 
camp at Kukidolong village 
in Dimapur district on Sep-
tember 27 wherein a total 
of  140 patients including 
older persons and children 
availed the facilities.

The aim of  the camp 
was to provide medical as-
sistance to locals of  Kuki-
dolong and adjacent vil-
lages. In addition, people 
were also educated on the 
importance of  vaccination, 
health and hygiene and 
common first aid meth-
ods.

In  a  separate  pro-
gramme, troops of  32 As-
sam Rifles also organised 
an awareness lecture on 
‘Wildlife conservation 
- Amur Falcon’ at Gov-
ernment Primary School, 
Ekrani Pathar village, in 
Dimapur district on Sep-
tember 27.

The aim of  the event 
was to educate and spread 
awareness about the mi-
gratory bird Amur Falcon 
amongst the students.  Dur-
ing the lecture, measures 
for conservation of  Amur 
Falcon were highlighted. 

The event was attended 
by 60 students, teachers 
and staff  of  Government 
Primary School, Ekrani 
Pathar village.

In another programme, 
troops of  28 Assam Rifles 
conducted a lecture on 
hygiene and sanitation for 
civilians in Chukitong on 
September 28 which was 
attended by 25 students, 2 
teachers and 30 civilians of  
Chukitong region.

The programme was 
conducted to stress on the 
need of  maintaining hygi-
enic conditions beginning 
from self, family and the 
society as a whole. Each 
one present in the pro-
gramme pledged to carry 
forward the message with 
renewed vigour to make 
their villages, a healthy and 
happy place for all.

Meanwhile, troops of  
22 Assam Rifles conducted 
a free medical camp at 
Government High School, 
Pokhungri village under 
Phek district on Septem-
ber 22. 

A team under Assist-
ant Commandant Balmuri 
Avanish, Assam Rifles 
Medical Officer of  22 As-

sam Rifles, examined a to-
tal 91 peoples including 23 
males, 47 females and 21 
children. Medical check up 
was administered to 72 stu-
dents of  Government High 
School, Pokhungri, and 
also conducted awareness 
lecture on HIV/AIDS and 
Swach Bharat Abhiyan.

Free medicines were 
provided to the ailing. 
Apart from the medical as-
sistance, basic knowledge 
on epidemic diseases was 
also imparted during the 
programme.

Meanwhile, troops of  
3 Assam Rifles conducted 
an interaction with GBs 
at Charlie Hill in Kohima 
on September 27. GBs 
from various villages and 
localities including GBs 
of  PWD Colony, Upper 
Chandmari, Paramedi-
cal Colony, Lerie Colony, 
AG Colony, Forest Colo-
ny, Phesama village, Jail 
Colony and Old Minister 
Hill Colony attended the 
meeting. 

The interaction was 
focused on liaison between 
the locals and security forc-
es on issues concerning 
the local populace such as 

health, education, employ-
ment and ways to foster 
peace and harmony in the 
region. A total of  9 GBs 
attended the meeting. 

Troops of  9 Assam 
Rifles has conducted a 
painting competition on 
the theme ‘India – A land 
of  cultural diversities’ at 
Pfutsero Baptist School on 
September 28. 

The aim of  the com-
petition was to inculcate 
competitive spirit and bring 
out hidden talents among 
the students. During the 
event, 40 students from 
Classes V to X participated 
and made the event suc-
cessful with their imagina-
tive paintings. 

The event concluded 
with distribution of  sweets 
to the participants and 
prize distribution to the 
three best paintings.

On Se ptember  23 , 
troops of  9 Assam Rifles 
held an interaction with 
the GBs, VCCs and youth 
presidents of  Chiephobo-
zou, Nerhema, Nachama 
and Chiechama village 
under Chiephobozou sub-
division. The interaction 
was focused on liaison 

between the locals and se-
curity forces on the present 
security situation, meth-
odology to increase coop-
eration to bring peace and 
harmony in Chiephobozou 
region.  

A total of  21 persons 
including GBs, VCCs and 
youth presidents from 
Chiephobozou, Nerhema, 
Nachama and Chiechama 
villages attended the meet-
ing.

In yet another pro-
gramme, troops of  36 As-
sam Rifles conducted a 
drawing cum poster mak-
ing competition on the 
theme “Swach Bharat 
Abhiyan” at Government 
High School, Tening, un-
der Peren district on Sep-
tember 26.

The aim of  the event 
was to educate and spread 
awareness about impor-
tance clean environment. 
The event was attended 
by 38 students from vari-
ous standards and par-
ticipated enthusiastically 
in the competition. The 
students produced imagi-
native paintings highlight-
ing the measures for clean 
environment.

SHOP
SALE

FOR

Notun Bosti, 
Vikiye Complex

Contact: 7005622755, 
9774195074

davp 06102/11/0011/1718

OKING HOSPITAL, KOHIMA

Before After
Our Services: Free corrective surgery, free medicine, free hospital stay

Towards rendering new smile, new hope, new life...
For appointment 

please contact:
Oking Hospital and Research Clinic, Kohima
Or Contact: 0370-2290146,2290080,9436234221

Mission Nagaland - 31st Phase
Smile t rain Shi j ia  Project

Free treatment for Cleft Lip and Cleft Palate from 13th October, 2017 
to 15th October, 2017 at Oking Hospital, Kohima

Before After

K-1369

pay due respect to the Court 
and should not lose temper 
at the time of  argument. 
He should answer the ques-
tions asked by the Court 
or the counsel of  opposite 
party. 
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Housing for all: How 
serious are we?

In 1985, the United Nations designated the first Monday of  
October every year as ‘World Habitat Day’ with the objec-
tive to reflect on the state of  our towns and cities and the 
basic right of  all to adequate shelter. It is also intended to 

remind the world of  its collective responsibility for the future of  
the human habitat. Each year, World Habitat Day takes on a new 
theme to bring attention to UN-Habitat’s mandate to promote 
sustainable development policies that ensure adequate shelter 
for all. The theme for World Habitat Day, 2nd October 2017, is 
‘Housing Policies: Affordable Homes’. This World Habitat Day 
will focus on promoting all levels of  government and all relevant 
stakeholders to reflect on how to implement concrete initiatives 
to ensure adequate and affordable housing in the context of  the 
implementation of  the New Urban Agenda at all levels, as well 
as the achievement of  the Sustainable Development Goals. The 
day also marks the official start of  Urban October, a month of  
celebrations and citizens’ engagement in the urban life world-
wide. In his message for the occasion, UN-Habitat Executive 
Director, Dr. Joan Clos highlights that an analysis of  housing 
affordability over the last 20 years reveals that despite increas-
ing demand, housing -and rental housing- has been largely unaf-
fordable for the majority of  the world population. He reminds 
that housing was at the epicentre of  the eruption of  the global 
economic crisis of  2008, instead of  being at the heart of  the ur-
ban policy. He also points out that today, 1.6 billion people live 
in inadequate housing, of  which 1 billion live in slums and in-
formal settlements, and while millions of  people lack suitable 
homes, the stock of  vacant houses is gradually increasing. Ensur-
ing housing affordability is therefore a complex issue of  strategic 
importance for development, social peace and equality, the UN 
official stresses. In the local context, Nagaland has not been im-
mune to population growth in urban and sub-urban towns. There 
has been a paradigm shift in the trend of  urbanization with the 
urban population expanding over the years, thereby the problem 
of  oversaturation of  decent dwellings. The state government has 
roped in various flagship programmes from the Centre targeted 
to provide housing for the urban poor and marginalized sections, 
such as the Jawarharlal Nehru National Urban Renewal Mission 
(JNNURM), National Urban Livelihoods Mission(NULM), and 
Pradhan Mantri Awas Yojana-Housing for All (Urban) among 
others. But whether the projects are properly implemented and 
monitored, and whether they reach(ed) targeted beneficiaries are 
some questions that surround these programmes as with any oth-
er government programmes. To cite an instance why, under the 
JNNRUM housing scheme, a sprawling complex consisting of  
several buildings with 700 plus “low-cost” dwellings units have 
been constructed in the outskirts of  Kohima at K Badze, near 
BSF Camp. Sadly, the said project has been mired with a number 
of  controversies, from misuse of  fund to nepotism in selection of  
beneficiaries and ineligible beneficiaries, to name a few. It was 
reported that while the criteria for one to avail the dwelling unit 
is that he/she should have a monthly income below Rs.5000, a 
large number of  ‘beneficiaries’ whose monthly incomes exceed-
ed the prescribed average were listed for booking of  the housing 
units and those who are eligible have no idea that such facilities 
exist for them. As per records, Kohima alone has more than 8000 
people living under BPL (below poverty line). The question here 
is, how many of  these people who are genuinely living BPL are 
actually know of, or availing, the programmes that are meant for 
them? What we have briefly highlighted here is just about one 
project. What about the others? The people who are in power- 
politicians, bureaucrats, government employees and public lead-
ers- need to know that they, along with the Central government, 
would be failing the people as well as the project itself, if  they 
are not accessed by genuine beneficiaries. Selection of  benefici-
aries for any scheme meant for any marginalized community, in 
a nepotism-smeared state like Nagaland, will always remain a 
challenge, however, the state government must pull up its sleeves, 
root out fake beneficiaries and strictly adhere to the conditions 
prerequisite for a specific scheme. That is, if  we are to uphold 
the UN’s call to ensure adequate and affordable housing for the 
marginalized. And also,  if  we have any humanity or integrity 
left in us.

 Janaki Lenin | thewire.in

Elderly barn owls do not become hard of hearing. 
Credit: Group Animal Physiology and Behaviour, Oldenburg University

READERS’ MIRROR VIEWS & REVIEWS

Old owls don’t need hearing 
aids. Despite their age, the 
birds don’t become deaf  say 
scientists. Becoming deaf  

as one grows older, a condition called 
presbycusis, is a common phenomenon 
in humans.

Barn owls (Tyto alba) hunt by lis-
tening to the soft sounds of  rodents 
scurrying on the ground. Their heart-
shaped faces are the key to their excep-
tional hearing. Shaped like parabolic 
reflectors, they direct sound to the ears, 
located right behind their eyes. Even 
though they don’t have external ear 
flaps, their faces perform this function 
much better than our ears do.

Barn owl ears are asymmetrical, 
one is not level with the other, and 
this difference enables acute stere-
oscopic hearing. One ear points below 
while the other is turned above, which 
helps them pinpoint the location of  the 
sound on a vertical plane. Internally, 

their ears have a specialised cochlea 
and the longest basalar papilla, sensory 
cells for hearing. No other bird species 
has such exceptional adaptations, nor 
do they have the owls’ hearing range of  
200 Hz to 12 kHz. This gives the rap-
tors the advantage of  hunting in total 
darkness. When barn owls are so de-
pendent on hearing, they wouldn’t be 
able to survive any level of  loss.

The higher end of  the barn owls’ 
hearing spectrum is far higher than 
most other birds can hear. In mam-
mals, these frequencies are the first to 
go with age. How sharp is the birds’ 
hearing at this end of  the spectrum as 
they age?

Barn owls don’t live long, most die 
by four years of  age. Some exceptional 
ones live to be 21 or older. If  their aver-
age lifespan is short, what happens to 
the hearing of  elderly birds?

Researchers from the University 
of  Oldenburg, Germany, led by Ulrike 
Langemann tested the hearing acuity 
of  barn owls of  various ages.

Langemann had conducted similar 
experiments with European starlings 
(Sturnus vulgaris) that showed that 
they have acute hearing throughout 
their lives. Since barn owls rely on their 
hearing to a greater extent than star-
lings, the research team wondered how 
good their hearing was as they aged.

They had two age groups: four 
young birds less than two years old 
and another set of  three that were 
above 13 years of  age. One of  them 
was a 23-year-old called Weiss that 
had been tested throughout its life. The 
birds were trained to jump from a wait-
ing perch to another perch when they 
heard the experimental sound. The 
researchers played tones ranging from 
0.5 to 12 kHz and gauged the birds’ re-
actions.

“These data were collected over 
many years, so one challenge was cer-
tainly to keep collecting data in a strict-
ly (and statistically) comparable way 
while much of  the experimental arena 
where the owls were tested changed 
over the years,” Langemann told The 
Wire.

At frequencies between 2 and 8 
kHz, both age groups were sensitive 
to sounds below zero decibels, making 
barn owls far more sensitive than other 
birds. In some frequencies, older birds 
had better hearing than youngsters. At 
others, young ones performed better. 
Both young and old needed a sound 
level of  32 decibels to detect 12 kHz 
tones. While the threshold of  each bird 
rose and fell during the experiment 
period, it wasn’t related to age, the au-
thors say. Even though three of  the cap-
tive owls were older than 21 years old, 
their hearing acuity didn’t lessen. The 
experiments showed that young birds 
had better hearing than older birds but 
only by a bit.

How do owls maintain sharpness of  
hearing with age?
When humans and other mammals 
lose these hair cells in the cochlea, 
deafness is permanent. Loud music, 
trauma, and age kill these cells and 
mammals cannot regrow them. Half  of  
the 65 years old and above age group, 
for instance, are likely to lose hearing 
of  30 decibels at 4 kHz and above and 
require hearing aids to amplify sound.

Birds, however, do not suffer from 

this disability. In numerous experi-
ments, researchers destroyed the hair 
cells of  many bird species by applying 
a drug called gentamycin. Within a few 
months, the birds had regrown those 
cells and had almost completely recov-
ered their hearing.

“On the basis of  our previous work 
on starlings, and evidence for very low-
level ongoing regeneration in the ears 
of  birds like quail and budgerigars, 
we postulated that owls, too, would 
not show age-related hearing loss,” 
says Langemann. “On the other hand, 
owl-hearing is very specialised among 
birds, which led us to doubt the gen-
erality of  the principle. In the end, the 
true ‘agelessness’ of  the owls’ hearing 
into very old age did surprise us. It was 
the clearest possible outcome.”

This ability of  even old birds to re-
generate hair cells with vigour is the 
secret to their sharp sense of  hearing. 
Since starlings, as well as owls, have 
a remarkable hearing ability that re-
mains undiminished by time, Lange-
mann says it’s likely that all birds have 
the same capacity.

“Our study relates these findings to 
function, that is, we could show that 
the regeneration is indeed still working 
on old animals,” she says.

Why do birds have this enviable hearing? 
Why do mammals become hard of  hear-
ing as they grow old?
Langemann thinks mammals have lost 
the ability to regenerate their hair cells. 
“However, we tend to forget that pres-
bycusis is likely to be a phenomenon 
that is greatly exacerbated in our mod-
ern societies,” she says. “Under natural 
conditions, few mammals reach an age 
where presbycusis would be a serious 
problem.” The team hopes the findings 
will one day help elderly humans re-
gain their lost hearing.

Even as we dream of  possessing 
self-repairing ears like owls, the noise 
of  our traffic makes them deaf. Up to 
120 metres on either side of  roads, the 
lowest hum of  automobiles reduced 
owl hearing by 17% and at the highest 
noise level by nearly 90%.

(Janaki Lenin is the author of  My 
Husband and Other Animals. She 

lives in a forest with snake-man Rom 
Whitaker and tweets at @janakilenin.)

The Sunday market running at the circular 
road stretching from the clock tower till near 
the Bishop’s House is creating a lot of  har-
assment for the commuters. Both motorists 

as well as pedestrians and especially for the people 
attending the Sunday church services are facing prob-
lem by this market which starts early every Sunday 
morning. It will be good if  the district administration 
and the DMC put a stop on it immediately and shift 
it towards some other place where there is sufficient 
open place like the state stadium or the super-market 

area which will not bother church-goers on our holy 
day. Some writers in the past too have written about 
this market but the district administration and the 
DMC are yet to take any steps on it. If  people of  oth-
er faiths are made to open shops on Sundays to shop 
without any difficulty and celebrate their festivals 
peacefully, why is the DMC and the district admin-
istration making it difficult and hard for us even to 
go to our church services peacefully here in our own 
place? We church-goers end up stuck up in traffic-
jams making us unable to reach our church services 

on time. While coming back home also we have a dif-
ficult time due to the congestion created by this mar-
ket. Even the lives of  the children who are going and 
returning from their Sunday schools are endangered 
as all the footpaths are occupied by the vendors and 
children have to walk on the narrow roads with vehi-
cles speeding by. We hope the DC of Dimapur and 
the CEO of DMC are listening and do the needful 
before any mishap happens from this Sunday market.

Aienla Imchen
Dimapur

It’s a Hoot Being an Owl – They Don’t Become Deafer With Age

Sunday Market Creating Problem For Church-Goers

There’s no greater privilege than praying with Jesus.

Few sounds are as beautiful as hearing someone who loves 
you praying for you. When you hear a friend pray for you 
with compassion and God-given insight, it’s a little like 
heaven touching earth.

How good it is to know that because of God’s kindness to us 
our prayers can also touch heaven. Sometimes when we pray we 
may struggle with words and feelings of inadequacy, but Jesus 
taught His followers that we “should always pray and not give up” 
(Luke 18:1). God’s Word shows us that one of the reasons we can 
do this is that Jesus Himself “is at the right hand of God and is also 
interceding for us” (Rom. 8:34).

We never pray alone, because Jesus is praying for us. He hears 
us as we pray, and speaks to the Father on our behalf. We don’t 
have to worry about the eloquence of our words, because no one 
understands us like Jesus. He helps us in every way, presenting 
our needs before God. He also knows when the answers we ask for 
would not be good for us, handling every request or concern with 
perfect wisdom and love.

Jesus is the perfect prayer partner—the friend who intercedes 
for us with immeasurable kindness. His prayers for us are beauti-
ful beyond words, and should encourage us to always pray with 
thankfulness.
Thank You, Lord Jesus, for interceding for me with love. Help 

me to love and serve You with my prayers today.

The Perfect Prayer Partner

DAILY

PATH

BIBLE READ:   ROMANS 8:31–34  
THOUGHT FOR TODAY:

[Jesus] is at the right hand of God and is also 
interceding for us.          

~  Romans 8:34

Title: Caesar’s Last Breath; 
Author: Sam Kean; 
Publisher: Doubleday/Penguin Random House 
UK; Pages: 384; Price: Rs 699

Not Just Air: The Gassy Origins and 
Basis of Our World and Civilisation

Vikas Datta | IANS There is one thing that unites all us humans, no 
matter how different we may think we are, or 
however separated we may be in space and 

time -- at some time or the other, we will breathe 
in the same molecules exhaled by our immediate 
neighbour or a stranger across the city, or perhaps 
even someone in a different continent or century.

“For instance, is it possible that your next breath 
-- this one, right here -- might include some of  the 
same air that Julius Caesar exhaled when he died?” 
asks Sam Kean, an incisive, interdisciplinary, in-
formative -- but also most humorous -- science pop-
ulariser. And he goes on to do the necessary math, 
science and geography to show how possible it is.

And not only Caesar, it could be anyone or 
anything -- from blue whales to bacteria -- that 
breathes, he says.

In his latest book, Kean not only focuses on this 
aspect but goes far beyond it to craft a unique look 
at the underlying matter in this phenomenon, to 
show how its different forms and combinations not 
only make us but also the universe we inhabit.

As he tells us that the “how-many-molecules-
in-X’s-last-breath exercise has become a classic 
thought experiment in physics and chemistry cours-
es”, but whenever he heard it, he grew restless. “...
Why not go further and trace these air molecules to 
even bigger and wilder phenomenon? Why not tell 
the full story of  all the gases we inhale?”

Kean then goes on to show how every “mile-
stone in Earth’s history you see -- from the first 
Hadean volcanic eruptions to the emergence of  
complex life -- depended critically on the behaviour 
and evolution of  gases”.

It is also gases that not only gave us the air 
around us but also “reshaped our solid continents 
and transfigured our liquid oceans”, for the “story 
of  Earth is the story of  its gases”.

And he also demonstrates that our lives -- es-
pecially their length -- would be nothing without 
gases. Leave alone their role in keeping us alive 

(more than food which we can survive without for 
weeks and water which we can do without for some 
days), it was their nature that enabled civilisation to 
survive, develop and prosper .

For it was understanding their physical power 
that enabled us make machines that powered in-
dustry and transportation and materials that en-
force our will in war or reshaping nature. It was 
exploiting their chemical properties that made pos-
sible construction of  the edifices of  modern civi-
lisation, enabled painless surgeries and helped us 
grow sufficient food to meet the requirements of  a 
growing population.

His gassy quest, rendered in his witty style, is 
divided into three parts -- dealing with gases in 
nature, their utilisation by human beings, and the 
evolution of  the relationship in recent times. And 
with some memorable interludes, Keane takes us 
through a rollicking ride from the creation of  our 
solar system and our world and its changing atmos-
pheres to the nuclear age and beyond.

But as his account does chronicle some of  the 
greatest scientific discoveries and technological 
inventions and features all kinds -- committed, 
publicity-hungry, plagiarising, self-testing -- of  
scientists and inventors, it also includes many oth-
ers too.

Here you also can find charlatans who ad-
vanced the cause of  surgery, the reformed bootleg-
ger who lived near an active US volcano for five 
decades and couldn’t be dislodged after warnings 
of  eruption except “in the most spectacular way 
possible”, the world’s only successful performing 
“fartomaniac”, the pig who survived a nuclear 
blast and many others.

A superb and accessible piece of  science writ-
ing, its biggest lesson is how we owe our exist-
ence to random actions of  various molecules. And 
why we should not forget this in the hubris of  our 
achievements.

(Vikas Datta can be contacted at vikas.d@ians.in)

A comprehensive and wi y account of the role of gases in the 
crea on of our world and universe and their contribu on to 
human endeavours

The higher end of the barn owls’ hearing spectrum is far 
higher than most other birds can hear. And in mammals, 
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Portrait of Madame Devaucay by Jean-Auguste-
Dominique Ingres, 1807. Musée Condé, Chan lly. 
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Today’s ASTRO-PREDICTION

ARIES (MAR 21 - APR 19): If  you need to 
do any serious investigative work, today’s the 
day for it. Your powers of  concentration are 
stronger than normal and you’re more inter-

ested in what lies below the surface. If  you suspect an-
other person’s actions or motives, this would be a good 
day to call him or her on it. Make sure that you’re both 
being honest.

TAURUS (APR 20 - MAY 20): You’ll feel 
forceful today, so use this energy to plow 
through any projects and get ahead in the 
game. You’re definitely the ruler of  everything 

you come in contact with. But even good rulers can be 
overthrown. People don’t like arrogant leaders. Don’t 
assume that someone is wrong just because he or she 
doesn’t agree with your point of  view.

GEMINI (MAY 21 - JUN 21): You can get 
many things accomplished today. The energy 
is very high intensity. Be careful about ma-
nipulating others. No one appreciates being 

ordered about, so be tactful. Try not to put on a show of  
superior knowledge. People will resent you for it even if  
your intentions are good (and you’re right).

CANCER (JUN 22 - JUL 22): Take control 
of  your decisions today. People might tell you 
what direction to take and what choice is best 
for you, but ultimately you’re the one who 

knows best. Stop looking to others for guidance about 
your life and start finding the solutions within you. You 
already know the answers. You have the map you need 
tucked away in your pocket. Use it.

LEO (JUL 23 - AUG 22): You’re likely to have 
some intense experiences today. So what else is 
new? More people are receptive to your deep, 
investigative nature and they want to join you 

in your search. Collaborate with people at this layer of  
intensity and form strong bonds that will last long after 
the energy of  the day is gone.

VIRGO (AUG 23 - SEP 22): You have a tre-
mendous amount of  physical vitality today, so 
use it constructively. Listen more closely to the 
things around you - the people, music, words, 

and even the birds. You’ll pick up the deeper meanings in 
these sounds today and feel them resonate in the core of  
your being. Embrace a feeling of  oneness with the people 
and places around you.

LIBRA (SEP 23 - OCT 22): There are impor-
tant lessons to learn today, so listen closely. You 
may have been thinking other people should 
grow up. Even if  you haven’t spoken those 

words to them directly, you’ve thought them to yourself. 
Understand now that perhaps you’re the one who needs 
to do a little growing. Don’t write people off  so quickly. 
There’s something important to learn from everyone.

SCORPIO (OCT 23 - NOV 21): Today seems 
to have a rather aggressive atmosphere. Things 
may heat up quite a bit, so be prepared for 
blasts of  intense energy coming at you from 

others. If  you’re the one dishing it out, make sure you’re 
prepared to receive it right back. You’re much more sensi-
tive than you look.

SAGITTARIUS (NOV 22 - DEC 21): Force-
fulness may not be a usual part of  your nature, 
but if  there is a day in which you feel comfort-
able throwing your weight around, today is it. 

Enough is enough. Take control of  your actions and re-
sponsibility for the consequences. Use this day to build 
your confidence and act assuredly in all your dealings. 
You either want it or you don’t.

CAPRICORN (DEC 22 - JAN 19): You 
have a great deal of  power today, so use it 
wisely. No one likes a bully. Don’t resort to 
grade-school tactics. Create friends, not en-

emies. Use your strength and leadership skills to help oth-
ers instead of  arguing with them. Try not to rock the boat 
with a loved one. Things could get pretty heated and the 
volcano might erupt.

AQUARIUS (JAN 20 - FEB 18): Dive deep 
into yourself  today. Bring more of  your spirit 
into your universe. Realize that if  you stay fo-
cused on one topic for just a little bit longer, 

you can extract another bit of  knowledge. Go deeper to-
day instead of  just floating about on the surface. You’ll 
be richly rewarded by what you discover. An off-the-cuff  
comment can lead to an amazing conversation.

PISCES (FEB 19 - MAR 20): Your words have tre-
mendous impact today, so think before you speak. 
It’s easy to hurt others’ feelings if  you don’t take 
them into account. Try to be careful in any phone 

conversation and always verify that you’ve made yourself clear, 
especially when giving directions. Go deeper today instead of  
just floating about on the surface. People will open up to you.

Creativity and inspiration 
are the two defining factors 
for most writers and their 
craft. But while creativity 

is largely the process of  generating 
original ideas, inspiration is random. 

Sometimes it comes from the simplest 
of  things. Like the life of  Mahatma 
Gandhi. Poetry, prose or drama; 
fiction or nonfiction -- Gandhi is 
everywhere.

There are indeed only a handful 
of  iconic personalities who have 
caught the imaginations of  as many 
writers as Gandhi has. And one is 

wonderstruck at the diverse set of  
books that have been written on him 
or are inspired by him. Even 70 years 
after his death, the process has not 
stopped, but only gained momentum.

From Mulk Raj Anand to 
Sarojini Naidu, Dominique Lapierre 
to George Orwell and Khuswant 
Singh to V.S. Naipaul, almost all 
“during-Gandhi”, “post-Gandhi” 
and contemporary writers have 
somewhere referred to the life of  
“Bapu” in their works. Thus, they 
have brought different interpretations 
to his sayings, sketched fictional 
characters on his principles and 
composed verses on his thoughts.

Sarojini Naidu, in her sonnet on 
Gandhi, describes him as an eternal 
lotus who is a source of  guidance and 
strength for billions: “O mystic Lotus, 
sacred and sublime/ In myriad-
petalled grace inviolate/ Supreme o’er 
transient storms of  tragic Fate/ Deep-
rooted in the waters of  all Time...”

But Indian writing on Gandhi 
and Gandhism has also undergone 
tremendous change during this 
process. From the almost mystical 
being of  the during-Gandhi era 
to a historical being with human 
vulnerabilities.

Gandhian scholar Vashist 

Bhardwaj finds the works of  R.K. 
Narayan critical for his exploration 
of  Gandhi as subject. “Known for 
his direct approach in handling 
his subjects, in Gandhi’s case too, 
Narayan has used his wit at its 
best to ‘demahatmise’ Gandhism. 
For instance, Gandhi is seen as an 
oblivious yet dominating character 
in ‘Waiting for Mahatma’ with eyes 
closed to what is around and busy 
playing the dynamics of  ‘self ’. In 
Narayan’s ‘The Vendor of  Sweets’ 
too, Jagan, the protagonist, comes 
across a hypocrite Gandhian, 
symbolising Gandhi’s failure to reach 
the masses,” Bhardwaj noted.

The post-1990s’ writings have 
seen greater concentration on 
Gandhian politics in writings on 
him. If  B.R. Nanda is all praise for 
Gandhi’s politics, Sunil Khilnani is 
just the opposite.

Early foreign writings on Gandhi 
include the works of  French writer 
Rolland Romain, Danish writer 
Ellen Horrup, American and 
English writers like George Orwell 
and Edmud Jones, among others. 
Romain, in “The Man who Became 
One with the Universal Being”, saw 
Gandhi as an ideal nationalist and 
called upon him to enlighten the 

youth of  Europe. Similarly, Pearl S. 
Buck warned: “Oh, India, dare to be 
worthy of  your Gandhi.”

On the other hand, George Orwell 
puts Gandhi to trial, describing 
him as a “humble, naked old saint 
sitting on a prayer mat, attempting 
to shake the British Empire by utter 
spiritual power”. Orwell refers to 
him as the “shrewd person beneath 
the saint” and asserts that his ideals 
of  spirituality, spinning wheel 
and vegetarianism had narcissist 
undertones. However, Orwell also 
recognises the praiseworthy elements 
in Gandhi and writes: “Even 
Gandhi’s worst enemies would 
admit that he was an interesting and 
unusual man who enriched the world 
simply by being alive.”

In poetry, it is Herrymon 
Maurer’s reflections that have 
attracted most attention. “During 
a second period of  pause/Gandhi 
went on with his teaching/East and 
West looked at him/Followed him, 
and yet misunderstood him,” Maurer 
famously wrote to summarise 
Gandhi’s life.

To note the rising presence of  
Mahatma Gandhi in the world of  
words, an extensive literary survey 
titled “Gandhi in Creative and 

Critical Imagination” was conducted 
in 2012 and published in the 
International Journal of  Research in 
Social Sciences and Humanities by 
Sandhya Saxena, vice-principal of  
Bikaner’s Jain Girls College.

“India in contemporary times is a 
stage set for Gandhi and Gandhigiri. 
Mahatma Gandhi permeates fiction 
as well as non-fiction in Indian 
writings, both in English and other 
languages. Gandhi is redefined in 
ways that are quite contemporary. 
Whereas in some cases there is an 
attempt to grapple with Gandhi and 
ultimately accommodate him, in 
other instances nothing of  Gandhism 
remains unchallenged. Whatever be 
the case, in creative writings there is 
a sense of  strong involvement as the 
writers pen Gandhi and Gandhism,” 
Saxena maintained.

At a time when a considerable 
part of  Bapu’s presence is contrary 
to what he stood for -- roads named 
after him serve as begging tracks for 
starving men, women and children 
while his fabric and quotes are mere 
means to woo votes -- it is perhaps in 
these pages of  Gandhian literature 
that Bapu and his ideals are still alive.

(Saket Suman can be contacted 
atsaket.s@ians.in)

The only popular thought about 
beauty today, the one that has the 
widest currency in the world, is the 
idea that beauty lies in the eye of  

the beholder. It’s a kindly notion. It seeks to 
make peace between people who have very 
different tastes. People are delighted by wildly 
variant things and that’s how it should be, the 
thinking goes – so don’t get worked up trying 
to figure out which things are beautiful.

Yet the success of  this generous approach 
keeps attention away from deeper, more 
important questions. Whether it is a Baroque 
Cathedral, the face of  a child, or the coast of  
Sweden seen from a plane window, we have 
all had the mysterious experience of  finding 
something beautiful. But what is actually 
going on when we find these things beautiful?

In 1795, the German dramatist and poet 
Friedrich Schiller published a book with a 
fearsome title – On the Aesthetic Education 
of  Man in a Series of  Letters. It has never 
become well-known, which is a pity, because 
it contains some of  our most useful insights 
into the nature and value of  beauty. Schiller’s 
starting point is an analysis of  the human 
condition. He wants to understand our 
delight in what we find beautiful. Instead of  
asking which things are beautiful, Schiller is 
curious about what is going on in us when we 
respond with this distinctive, intimate thrill 
and enthusiasm that leads us to say ‘that’s 
beautiful’. Different things might provoke this 
response in different people. But why do we 
have it at all?

Schiller thinks of  human nature as an 
arena in which two powerful psychological 
drives are at work. On the one hand, there is 
the ‘sense’ drive which lives in the moment 
and seeks immediate gratification. It craves 
contact and possession. It can be coarse, 
as when one yearns to swig great draughts 
of  beer; but it can also be elevated. Schiller 
associated the sense drive with his friend 
Johann Wolfgang von Goethe, who longed 
to see things with his own eyes. Goethe was 
a direct observer, a natural empiricist who 
immersed himself  in practical detail.

The second drive identified by Schiller 
was the ‘form’ drive: the inner demand for 
coherence over time, for abstract understanding 
and rational order. This drive, thought Schiller, 
seeks to leave behind the peculiarities of  
one’s own experience and discover universal 
principles. It is at the heart of  justice – which 
is not about getting what you want for yourself  
– and is animated by principle. When we think 
that a person is entitled to a fair trial, we are 
motivated, Schiller says, by the rational ‘form’ 
drive. We are loyal to the abstract, general ideal 
of  due process.

What he’s calling the sense drive and the 
form drive are powerful impulses in us. But 
they are often in conflict. The demands of  
the short term are at odds with the hopes of  
the longer view. Comfort and ease struggle 
against a sense of  duty and responsibility. 
The allure of  freedom clashes with the 
longing to be steadfast and rooted in existing 
commitments.

Schiller’s point is that human nature is 
fired by two divergent kinds of  longing: we 
can’t hope to see why beauty matters to us 
unless we pay attention to them both. If  we 
want to understand beauty, we can’t just talk 
about the things we find beautiful. We have to 
talk about our lives.

It might look as though Schiller is trying 
to resuscitate an old religious theme, the 
struggle between the flesh and the spirit. 
But there is a crucial difference. Thinkers 
ranging from St Paul to Immanuel Kant 
have all believed that one of  these aspects 
of  our nature – which they usually call the 
spiritual or rational – should triumph. But 
Schiller does not believe that one side is more 
important than the other. Rather, the two 
sides are in need of  each other. If  the sense 
drive dominates, we become brutish and 
superficial. If  the form drive is too dominant, 
we become dry and callous. We need the two 
to interact harmoniously in order to see the 
role that beauty can play in our lives.

For Schiller, true beauty is whatever 
speaks powerfully to both sides of  our nature 
at the same time. When we find something 
beautiful, we are called towards a vision 
of  harmonious perfection. This is not only 
a quality in the object, but a longing in 
ourselves.

Take the statue of  Apollo – known as 
the Belvedere – which allows us to feel 
the sensuous joy of  a body at the peak of  
development and ease. Apollo looks strong 
but not too muscular, and agile but not in 
any way skittish or unstable. We admire, 
and maybe desire, his physique. Has he just 
unleashed an arrow, we wonder, or is he about 
to set the arrow to the string? Either way, he 
is active, energetic and concentrated, and our 
sense drive responds powerfully to him.

At the same time, the form drive is also 
at work in the Belvedere. We respond to the 
artistic structure to it, its proportion and 
unity. The hands extend away from the body 
but not too far. The technical problem of  
how to imply motion in a still object has been 
elegantly resolved. The folds of  the cloak 
round the neck and over the arm have been 
coaxed into a clear rhythm. Here is a man of  
self-possession and poise.

In this case – a case of  beauty – both drives 
are at full power, but they do not work against 
one another. Instead, they co-operate, and 
Schiller’s point is that to experience a statue 

in this dual way is to find it beautiful. More 
importantly, these experiences of  beauty teach 
us how we should be. Not that we should try 
to adopt the pose or hairstyle of  Apollo, or to 
pick up a bow and arrow. Rather, we should 
seek to realise in ourselves the fusion of  the 
drives embodied by the sculpture.

Schiller was obsessed with the way we 
seem to be able to read a person’s character in 
his or her face. And he thought that the beauty 
of a face was – as with the statue of Apollo – 
dependent upon the implied integration of the 
otherwise divergent drives that power our lives.

The portrait of  Madame Devaucay, 
painted by Jean-Auguste-Dominique Ingres 
in Rome in 1807, exemplifies his ideal. In one 
sense, the portrait is highly organised. Each 
detail has been manipulated so that it fits with 
every other. The rounded back of  the chair 
is calculated to take the eye to her mouth, 
but it also balances the curve of  her draped 
arm. The point of  her chin is exactly halfway 
between the top of  her head and the neckline 
of  her gown. Nothing is left to chance. A 
hugely determined will to order dominates 
the image, meaning that the form drive is at 
full stretch. And this clarity and organisation 
appear to belong to the sitter as well. She 
seems calm, lucid and intellectually elegant.

Equally, however, the sense drive is given 
free rein. She appears merely to be sitting in 
her natural way, as we might encounter her 
by chance in the corner of  a salon. Maybe in a 
moment she will laugh or adjust her necklace. 
For all her finery, she looks as if  she would 
be warm and understanding – the perfect 
person with whom to discuss one’s troubles. 

The beauty of  the painting is the way it calls 
simultaneously to our need for control and 
our longing for tenderness and intimacy.

It’s not a problem for Schiller if  someone 
happens not to be moved by the particular 
examples that excite him. What matters is 
that something does, and that something 
is what we call beautiful.  This explains 
why beauty can be so moving – why it can 
make us weep. When we recognise beauty 
in a piece of  music, or the graciousness of  
someone’s conduct, we see things that we 
know we have neglected or betrayed, and we 
feel an astonishing combination of  anguish 
and delight.

To regard beauty as a luxury adornment 
or a social signifier was to miss the true 
potential of  the experience

Like many people today, Schiller worried 
that beauty was too connected to social 
status. And indeed, many loathsome people 
own beautiful things, and the possession of  
these objects does not seem to make them 
more humane or especially gracious. Schiller 
was convinced that to regard beauty as a 
luxury adornment or a social signifier was 
to miss the true potential of  the experience, 
because for him the point of  beauty is to 
elevate the soul.

Schiller was an enthusiastic reformer, 
desperate to usher in a newly just and 
noble society. But he had grown pessimistic 
about what political reform could achieve. 
In his lifetime, he had watched the French 
Revolution degenerate into terror and what 
looked to him like a combination of  mob 
anarchy and cold, bureaucratic tyranny. He 
saw the ferocious ‘san-culottes’  of  his day as 
the sense impulse acting alone, and the French 

government’s Committee of  Public Safety 
as the form drive manifested in a fanatical 
devotion to purity. The Revolutionary 
situation in France seemed to exemplify – on 
the scale of  society as a whole – what happens 
when the basic drives of  human nature are 
split off  from one another.

Schiller’s diagnosis of  the ills of  society 
ran parallel to his account of  the strife within 
an individual life. What was missing, he 
argued in both cases, was a full, harmonious 
humanity, and he thought it would stay 
missing – both in the leaders and the people. 
And he came to the unnerving – but perhaps 
correct – conviction that ambitious social 
reform would always be frustrated until a 
much larger number of  people had reached a 
higher level of  inner development of  the sort 
enabled by beauty.

Sometimes, we seek to understand 
thinkers such as Schiller out of  curiosity, or 
to understand a larger trend in the history 
of  ideas. We are fascinated to learn how the 
cosmos was conceived before the revelations 
of  modern science. Or how prehistoric 
times were understood before the advent of  
archeology. We encounter such thoughts as 
observers, sympathetic perhaps, but not as 
potential converts. We do not expect to be 
convinced. We have progressed, after all, 
and we live in a new world.  But every once 
in a while we encounter ideas from the past 
that are sorely missing from the present. And 
so it is with Schiller, whose notions about 
beauty are more than a dry record of  what 
one man living in the town of  Weimar at the 
end of  the 18th century happened to believe. 
Instead, they are a guide, for how we might 
elevate ourselves with beauty today.

Gandhi — A Never-Ending Inspiration in the World of Literature
(October 2 is Gandhi Jayanti)

La Bella Vita
True beauty pleases the eye and the mind – but can it help us to become better people?

A kind of beauty; the port at Alexandria, Egypt, 1998.                       Photo by Stuart Franklin/Magnum
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NEWS IN BRIEF
Sub-inspector rapes minor inside 
police quarters
Rampur (UP), Oct. 1 (PTI): In a shocking incident, a 
drunk sub-inspector allegedly raped a seven-year-old girl 
inside the police quarters in the district, police said today.
The incident happened last night at Bhanwarka near 
Kemri town in Rampur district, when an inebriated 
Tejveer Singh caught hold of  the minor, who was 
playing outside the police outpost, and allegedly raped 
her inside the quarters, an official said. According to eye 
witnesses, a constable raised an alarm over the incident. 
The incident enraged the locals, who gheraoed the 
police outpost and tried to vandalise it. Superintendent 
of police Vipin Tada reached the spot and pacified the 
angry mob by arresting the accused and suspending him.

Iqbal Kaskar, two others sent to 
judicial custody
Thane (Maharashtra), Oct. 1 (IANS): A holiday court 
on Sunday sent mafia operative Iqbal Ibrahim Kaskar 
and two others to judicial custody till October 13, as their 
police custody came to an end. Police custody of a fourth 
accused, betting racket operator Pankaj Gangar, nabbed 
from Mumbai’s Borivali last Thursday, for allegedly 
financing Iqbal, has been extended till October 5. All 
the accused - including Kaskar, Israr Sayed and Mumtaz 
Shaikh - were arrested on September 18 from Mumbai 
in connection with an extortion case of a prominent 
Thane-based realtor and grabbing four flats in a prime 
location besides Rs three million in cash. Earlier, police 
had sought their custody to probe the involvement of  
absconding mafia don Dawood Ibrahim Kaskar in 
the extortion racket run by his younger brother, Iqbal 
Kaskar, since 2013. 

Five die in Bengal road accident
Kolkata, Oct. 1 (IANS): Five passengers, including a 
woman, died in a road accident on Sunday as the car in 
which they were travelling crashed into a dumper truck 
in West Bengal’s West Midnapore district, police said. 
“Four people including the driver died on the spot in 
the accident. Another person expired in the hospital,” 
a police officer said. The accident occurred in West 
Midnapore district’s Kharagpur area. Police said they 
have seized the dumper involved in the accident. The 
driver of the truck fled from the spot.

Rs. six lakh reward for help in 
arresting Kashmir braid choppers
Srinagar, Oct. 1 (IANS): With the public anger rising 
in the Kashmir Valley against mysterious incidents of  
braid chopping, police on Sunday announced a reward 
of Rs 6 lakh for anyone helping in nabbing the culprits. 
Earlier, the police had announced a reward of  Rs 3 
lakh. “The reward for giving information/assistance in 
nabbing any person found involved in braid cutting has 
been doubled to Rs 6 lakh. The name and particulars 
of  the person/persons will be kept secret,” a police 
statement said. Incidents of braid chopping started in 
south Kashmir’s Kulgam district quickly spreading to 
other places including central and northern districts of  
the valley. So far, there has been no arrests. 

Five killed in Telangana bus accident
Hyderabad, Oct. 1 (IANS): Five people were killed 
and 14 others injured when a bus collided with a 
stationary truck in Telangana’s Suryapet district on 
Sunday, police said. The accident occurred at 3 a.m. near 
Muddulacheruvu, about 150 km from Hyderabad. The 
bus belonging to Andhra Pradesh State Road Transport 
Corporation (APSRTC) was en route to Hyderabad 
from Vijayawada. The driver while trying to overtake 
another bus hit the truck, witnesses said. There were 
36 passengers in the bus. The injured were admitted to 
hospitals at Kodad and Suryapet. 

Man shot dead by wife’s lover in 
Bengal, five arrested
Kolkata, Oct. 1 (IANS): Three more people were 
arrested in West Bengal’s Bardhaman district on Sunday 
in connection with the murder of a man, allegedly by 
his wife’s lover, taking the total number of  arrests to 
five in the case, police said. Chanchal Ghosh, a resident 
of Bardhaman district’s Kanksa, was shot dead in his 
bedroom in the wee hours on Saturday. The woman 
Riya Ghosh and her lover Jhantu Mondal were arrested 
on Saturday after a complaint was lodged by the family 
of  the deceased. “After interrogating the two prime 
accused, we have arrested the mother, father and aunt of  
Jhantu Mondal on Sunday for allegedly being involved 
in the conspiracy,” an officer from Kanksa police station 
said.  

Youth dies after falling off  
tractor-trolley
Sonebhadra (UP), Oct. 1 (PTI): A youth died after 
falling from a tractor-trolley in Bharhari village in the 
Jugail area while going for the immersion of a Godess 
Durga idol, police said here today. The incident took 
place yesterday evening when Vishnu (18) fell from 
the tractor-trolley and was seriously injured, they said. 
He was rushed to a hospital, where he died during 
treatment, the police officials added.

Woman sets children ablaze, 
commits suicide — police
Jaipur, Oct. 1 (PTI): A 27-year-old woman allegedly 
set her two children afire and then immolated herself  
today in Manpura village in Churu district, police said. 
According to officials at the Rajgarh police station, the 
woman took the extreme step due to a domestic dispute.
The deceased were identified as Sunita Jat, her daughter 
Sonu (5) and son Sandeep (3). While both the children 
succumbed to injuries on the spot, the woman died while 
undergoing treatment at a hospital, they said. The bodies 
have been kept at a government hospital in Rajgarh 
and will be handed over to family members after post- 
mortem, the police officials said. 

BJP forms disciplinary committees 
for J and K
Jammu, Oct. 1 (PTI): The state BJP today constituted 
separate disciplinary committees for Jammu and 
Kashmir region to ensure “activist satisfaction and 
deeper working of  the organisation in the state. The 
committees were formed at a meeting in consultation 
with national vice president and state incharge Avinash 
Rai Khanna to regularise the party affairs by attending 
to the grievances of the party leaders and activists in a 
constructive atmosphere, BJP state president Sat Sharma 
said here. The Jammu region disciplinary committee 
would include Shiv Kumar Gupta, Som Raj Khajuria, 
N D Rajwal, Vijay Sharma and Parimoksh Seth as its 
members, he said.

Kerala CM lashes out at RSS chief 
for remarks about minorities

Campaign to salute 
ragpickers launched

Kejriwal demands 
audit of DMRC, stay 
on fare hike till report

Rescued Catholic priest arrives in Kerala

Nine injured in clashes between two communities in UP

PM, FM should take steps to revive economy, says Stalin

Three generations of Cong. insulted Gujarat — Amit Shah

New Delhi, Oct. 1 (PTI): Kerala Chief  
Minister Pinarayi Vijayan today lashed 
out at RSS chief  Mohan Bhagwat, 
saying that Keralites did not need any 
advice on nationalism from those who 
had turned their back towards the free-
dom struggle and served the colonial 
rulers.

Vijayan, inaugurating the 2017-19 
Delhi Union of the Kerala Union of  
Working Journalists (KUWJ), said that 
the RSS considered religious minorities 
as an “internal threat” to the country.

He also said that the RSS chief ’s 
allegation that the state government 
was supporting anti-national elements 
was a challenge to each Keralite and to 
Kerala society as a whole.

Bhagwat, at a Vijayadashmi cel-
ebration in Nagpur in Maharashtra yes-
terday, had said that in the Left-ruled 
Kerala and the Mamata Banerjee-ruled 
West Bengal, “jihadi and anti- nation-
al” forces were at work and the govern-
ments there were not only indifferent 
but at times lending a helping hand to 
them to “appease” a section of the vot-
ers for “petty political interests”.

Rejecting the RSS chief’s remarks, 
the Kerala chief minister has said, “It 
is a known fact that communal forces 
play a major role in disturbing the 
political atmosphere of  Kerala. But 
certain media houses hide this fact and 
blame the progressive movements and 
organisations of the state.” 

“The RSS chief  has said that the 
state government was supporting anti-
national elements that are perpetrating 
the violence. But we treat communal 
forces as communal forces, terrorists as 

terrorists and criminal acts as criminal 
acts.

“The gentleman and his organisa-
tion consider religious minorities as an 
internal threat to the country. This is 
the code of principle of RSS,” the chief  
minister said, adding that his govern-
ment and the Kerala society were in 
favour of protecting the minorities.

Vijayan, who was in Delhi to attend 
the CPI(M) Politburo meeting, also 
took a dig at certain media houses.

“They say that Kerala is inhospi-
table and is a killing field. They also 
say that Kerala lacks press freedom 
and we kill political opponents. Those 
who have no idea about Kerala might 
believe this.

“Senior media persons from Delhi 
came to Kerala to cross-check these 
facts and they even tweeted that Kerala 
is completely different from what is be-
ing propagated in the national capital,” 
Vijayan said.

The Kerala chief minister also said 
that his government was providing and 
would continue to provide security to 
minorities in the state.

While referring to the death of  
Haryana-resident Junaid Khan on a 
train recently, Vijayan said that commu-
nal forces have created such a situation 
in the country that just because they are 
Muslims, they can be attacked.

“Where are we heading? We don’t 
agree with this. We don’t support such 
acts,” he said.  He also said that certain 
corporate-led media houses were trying 
to malign the image of Kerala.

“A recently-formed media house 
has been spreading derogatory state-

ments against the state. This is against 
media ethics,” Vijayan added.

He also referred to the latest report 
on World Press Freedom Index in 
which India was ranked at 136 among 
180 countries in the world press free-
dom rankings.

“The present media scenario of the 
country is worrisome.

The report also says that extreme 
right-wing has imposed censorship on 
media. This is alarming,” he said.

He also spoke about the killings 
of senior journalists Gauri Lankesh in 
Bengaluru and Shantanu Bhowmick 
in Agartala.

“It’s the intolerance that we can see 
here,” he said and asked the journalists 
from Kerala who are working here to 
act as “unofficial ambassadors of the 
state”.

Later in a Facebook post, Vijayan 
said, “In the freedom struggle, Keralites 
and the state have made memorable 
contributions. The RSS leader need 
not impart lessons on patriotism to 
Keralites.” 

Vijayan alleged that in BJP-ruled 
states, murders in the name of  cow 
protection and communal polarisation 
were being justified and efforts were 
being made to malign Kerala.

That will be a journey in the wrong 
direction, he said. 

“However big the communal force 
is, if attempts are made to disrupt the 
lives of people, the LDF government 
will not compromise and will not show 
any leniency towards those who come 
in between the Constitution and its 
values,” he added.

New Delhi, Oct. 1 (IANS): A campaign to salute mil-
lions of ragpickers, who collect used up plastic bottles 
from the trash for recycling, was launched on Sunday by 
a non-profit organisation here.

“Salam Hai” (salute), an effort to highlight the contri-
bution of ragpickers in the recycling process of Polyeth-
ylene Terephthalate (PET) bottles, started with a special 
video campaign, released on the social media PACE (PET 
Packaging Association for Clean Environment).

“Today, ragpickers collect around 500,000 tonnes per 
year of post-consumer PET bottles for producing polyes-
ter fibre alone, earning around Rs 1,000 crore per year for 
themselves,” a statement from PACE said. 

Since PET bottles are the most widely recycled plastic 
bottles, it allows the ragpickers to sustain in their liveli-
hood.

The NGO said the campaign will have these “silent 
heroes” as its theme and will focus on “their contribution 
to the recycling industry”. 

“Ragpickers are the silent heroes who stand at the 
beginning of the recycling value and are inarguably the 
biggest contributors to PET recycling in India.

“PET is 100 per cent recyclable and already the most 
recycled packaging material across the globe,” P.C. Joshi, 
Secretary General, PACE, said in the statement. 

PET is one of the most widely used plastics for pack-
aging applications and is 100 per cent recyclable. 

Discarded PET bottles are collected, sorted, cleaned, 
shredded, and made into washed flakes, which are then 
used to produce products like polyester fibre. 

This fibre can be used for a variety of applications, 
like filling materials for cushions or pillows; or it can be 
converted into fabrics for use in clothing and upholstery. 

In India, over 70 per cent of PET waste is recycled 
which aids livelihoods to millions employed in the entire 
value chain of recycling process.

New Delhi, Oct. 1 (IANS): 
Delhi Chief Minister Arvind 
Kejriwal on Sunday de-
manded an independent 
audit of  the Delhi Metro’s 
accounts and a stay on the 
proposed fare hike till this 
report is received.

“... there is an immedi-
ate need for an independent 
audit of  the Delhi Metro 
Rail Corporation (DMRC) 
accounts, since residents 
of  Delhi have already ex-
perienced how the private 
power distribution compa-
nies (discoms) used to hike 
power tariffs by showing 
fake losses,” he said, accord-
ing to a Delhi government 
statement. 

“If  the commuters 
would not be able to use the 
Metro because of high fares, 
what would be the utility 
of  running the Metro,” he 
asked. 

The Delhi government 
had opposed the hike pro-
posed in September last year, 
said Kejriwal, and decried 
the “manner in which the 
views of the elected govern-
ment could be ignored” by 
Fare Fixation Committee 
(FFC), which decided the 
hike. 

Set up by the Central 
Government last year to 
see the case for and recom-

mend a price hike, the three 
member FFC, comprising 
a nominee each from the 
Central and the Delhi gov-
ernments and a retired judge 
of  Delhi High Court, had 
approved a two-phase hike 
in May. While one hike has 
already been done, the other 
was to be implemented from 
Oc1tober 10. 

According to the state-
ment, Kejriwal said that the 
DMRC’s rationale for the 
hike - to cover operational 
costs and repay loans - was 
“highly flawed” and advised 
it to be efficient instead. 

He a l so  urged the 
DMRC to follow the Hong 
Kong model and not bur-
den the common man with 
repeated hikes. 

Decried by both the 
Aam Aadmi Party and 
Bhartiya Janata Party for the 
hike, the DMRC has since 
cited its mounting losses and 
unpaid debt as the reasons. 

It noted that there has 
been no fare increase since 
2009 though its input costs 
had dramatically zoomed 
in energy, staffing and repair 
and maintenance. It also 
noted that Rs 26,760 crore 
of the loan from the Japan 
International Cooperation 
Agency was still outstand-
ing.

Karamsad (Guj), Oct. 1 (PTI): 
BJP chief  Amit Shah today ac-
cused three generations of the Con-
gress party of  having “insulted” 
Gujarat, as he virtually sounded 
the bugle for the Assembly polls in 
the state from Sardar Vallabhbhai 
Patel’s native place.

In a gesture loaded with sym-
bolism, Shah paid tributes to Patel 
at his ancestral home in Karamsad 
with Chief Minister Vijay Rupani 
and his deputy Nitin Patel in tow, 
before invoking icons of Gujarat, 
including Patel, Morarji Desai and 
Narendra Modi, to mount an of-
fensive against the Congress.

He also launched the ‘Gujarat 
Gaurav Yatra’ (March for Gu-
jarat’s Honour).

“Rahul Gandhi comes here 
and seeks answer from us as to 
what has the BJP done for the state. 
We are seeking an answer from you 
(the Congress) for injustices that 

the three generations of your rule 
did to us,” the BJP president said.

“While the first generation of  
Congress insulted Sardar Patel by 
not giving him his due recogni-
tion and Bharat Ratna, Congress 
Prime Minister Indira Gandhi did 
injustice to Morarji Desai,” Shah 
alleged.

“The third generation of (Con-
gress leaders) Sonia Gandhi and 
Rahul Gandhi have done injustice 
to Narendra Modi, and Gujarat 
seeks answer for that,” he said.

Desai was a deputy prime min-
ister under Indira Gandhi before 
falling out with her. He became the 
prime minister in 1977 when the 
first non-Congress government was 
formed after Emergency.

Shah, while referring to Modi 
was apparently hinting at the at-
tacks he faced, particularly from 
the Congress, following the post-
Godhra communal conflagration.

Modi, as the Gujarat chief  
minister, had taken out a yatra by 
the same name before the 2002 As-
sembly elections.

Shah’s roadshow, being con-
ducted in the run up to the Assem-
bly polls likely in December, will 
cover central Gujarat on its first leg.

Around four-five people in the 
crowd tried to raise slogans in sup-
port of the demand for reservation 
for the politically influential Patel 
community in government jobs 
and educational institutions but 
were whisked away by police.

Addressing the gathering, Shah 
accused the Congress of  doing 
“injustice” to Gujarat, generation 
after generation, and said that in 
the upcoming Assembly election, 
the people of the state will make 
fun of those who “mock Gujarat’s 
development model”.

“The BJP today launches Gu-
jarat Gaurav Yatra from the same 

land of  Sardar Patel from where 
he raised the voice of the farmers 
and started the work to unify the 
country,” he said.

Shah also enumerated various 
achievements of the BJP-led gov-
ernments in the state. He compared 
the situation in Gujarat in 1995, 
when the BJP wrested power from 
the Congress, to what the state 
achieved till 2017 in power genera-
tion, farm production, education, 
police modernisation and road 
construction.

“When Narendra Modi was 
the chief  minister, he created a 
Gujarat development model which 
has today become a model for the 
entire country. This model is Gu-
jarat’s pride,” he said.

He said Modi ensured 24X7 
electricity, water through Narmada 
dam and investments through Vi-
brant Gujarat Summit.

The “Sonia-Manmohan 

Singh” government, during the 
UPA’s 10-year rule, did “great” 
injustice to Gujarat by holding 
up the Narmada dam project, he 
alleged. After Modi became the 
prime minister, he gave approval 
for raising the height of the dam, 
the BJP president said.

“The gates (of  the Narmada 
dam) are closed and water has 
started reaching Rajasthan,” he 
said.

Shah said Gujarat got an All 
India Institute of Medical Sciences 
(AIIMS), a bullet train, and several 
other projects after Narendra Modi 
became the prime minister.

The second leg of the Gujarat 
Gaurav Yatra will be launched by 
Shah tomorrow from Porbandar, 
the birth place of Mahatma Gan-
dhi.

The yatra will continue till 
October 15. It will be held on two 
routes simultaneously. 

Kochi, Oct. 1 (IANS): Kerala Catholic 
priest Tom Uzhunnallil, who was res-
cued last month from an undisclosed 
location in Yemen, arrived here on 
Sunday.

He was given a rousing welcome 
by his family, church and top political 
leaders from the Congress-led opposi-
tion upon his arrival at the airport at 7 
a.m. from Bengaluru.

However, no state government 
members were present.

“Thanks to all who was with me 
and may God bless all people. Return-
ing to one’s home is the best feeling 
anyone can have and I too have the 
same feelings,” Uzhunnallil said.

Leader of  Opposition Ramesh 
Chennithala accompanied by half  a 
dozen of Congress legislators said that 

it was highly improper that there was 
no one from the state government.

“The least that could have hap-
pened was a state minister should have 
been present. I wish this wrong will be 
corrected,” said Chennithala.

Kottayam Lok Sabha member Jose 
K.Mani and P.C. Thomas, former five-
time Lok Sabha member and former 
union minister of  state and Kerala 
Congress leader, were also present.

From the airport, Uzhunnallil 
drove to the Don Bosco House and 
participated in the prayers at the St 
Mary’s Basilica convent and visited the 
Archbishop’s House. Later in the day, 
he will arrive at his hometown of Ram-
apuram near Pala in Kottayam district.

After calling on the Pala bishop, in 
the evening will take part in a special 

thanksgiving mass at his home parish 
in Ramapuram and also attend a civic 
reception.

After he was released and brought 
to Oman on September 12, he flew to 
the Vatican where he met Pope Francis.

Uzhunnallil arrived in Delhi on 
September 28 and met Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi and External Af-
fairs Minister Sushma Swaraj. He is 
scheduled to call upon Chief Minister 
Pinarayi Vijayan and former Chief  
Minister Oommen Chandy. 

The priest was associated with the 
Missionaries of  Charity, which was 
running an old age home in Aden, 
when he was abducted by terrorists 
last March. Despite the best of diplo-
matic efforts his release could not be 
obtained.

Kanpur/Ballia (UP), Oct. 1 (PTI): 
Tension gripped the Parampurva area 
in Kanpur district after six persons were 
injured today in a clash during a Mu-
harram procession that saw members 
of two communities throwing bricks at 
each other and setting vehicles on fire, 
police said.

The incident occurred when the 
procession deviated from its fixed route. 
Perturbed, some members of another 
community started throwing stones at 
it in Parampurva, Inspector General 
of  Police (Kanpur zone) Alok Singh 
told PTI.

Two cars and four motorcycles 
were set ablaze during the clash, he 
said.

Police resorted to baton-charge to 
control the situation, the IG said.

He said three persons were injured 
in the incident.

Four companies (around 400 per-
sonnel) of the Provincial Armed Con-
stabulary (PAC) and a company of the 
Rapid Action Force (RAF) have been 
deployed in the area to maintain peace.

A senior official in Lucknow said 
the situation was being closely moni-
tored.

A similar incident happened in 
Rawatpur village in the district, but it 
was nipped in the bud.

In Ballia, nearly half-a-dozen peo-
ple were injured after members of two 
communities clashed over a petty dis-
pute related to children in the Sikandar-
pur area, an official said.

The incident occurred last evening 
at a Durga Puja fair, District Magistrate 
Surendra Vikram said.

A minor quarrel between two 
children took an ugly turn after their 
parents and members of the two com-
munities got involved.

Chennai, Oct. 1 (PTI): 
The DMK today expressed 
concern over the country’s 
economic growth and urged 
Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi and Finance Minister 
Arun Jaitley to take steps to 
“revive” it.

DMK working president 
and Leader of  Opposition 
in the Tamil Nadu Assem-
bly, M K Stalin referred to 
former Union finance min-
ister and senior BJP leader 
Yashwant Sinha’s criticism 
in this regard and called for 
“corrective” measures from 
the central government.

Despite a strong ma-

jority, the government had 
not done anything on the 
economic front, even as 
the growth rate had dipped 
compared to the UPA era, 
exports were on the decline 
and the overall economy 
was suffering, he said in a 
statement.

Stalin slammed the 
Modi government on de-
monetisation and the rollout 
of  the Goods and Services 
Tax (GST), saying these had 
impacted both the people 
and the economy.

“We have a government 
which caused an unbear-
able misery for 90 per cent 

of the country’s population 
through demonetisation, 
when many people stand-
ing in long queues died,” 
he said.The DMK leader 
pointed out that daily wage 
labourers and the workers in 
the unorganised sector could 
not even go to work as they 
had to stand in queues in 
front of banks following the 
note ban.Even many in the 
BJP, who had initially voiced 
support to the move, were 
now saying demonetisation 
did affect the economy, he 
claimed.

Even before the people 
could come out of  the im-

pact of  the currency ban, 
the government rolled out 
the GST, Stalin said and 
recalled that the DMK had 
earlier suggested a delay in 
the introduction of the new 
tax regime as “there was no 
proper planning”.“The GST 
has reduced the growth rate 
from eight per cent during 
the UPA times to 5.7 per 
cent,” he claimed.

Sinha had extensively 
written about the impact of  
demonetisation and GST 
on the economy, saying the 
two moves had, among oth-
ers, affected investment and 
manufacturing, Stalin said.

DMK Working President MK Stalin addresses a party meeting in Ooty 
on Sunday.
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NEWS IN BRIEF
Two dead in Marseille station 
knife attack — French official
Marseille, Oct. 1 (PTI/AFP): A man armed with a 
knife killed two people at the main train station in the 
southern French city of  Marseille today before being 
shot by soldiers patrolling there, local officials said. 
“Two victims have been stabbed to death,” local official 
Olivier de Mazieres told AFP. Local prosecutor Xavier 
Tarabeux said the knifeman had been shot by soldiers, 
while Marseille police urged people in the city to avoid 
the area around Saint-Charles station.

Iran slaps fuel trade embargo on 
Iraqi Kurdistan
Tehran, Oct. 1 (IANS): Iran has embargoed exports 
and imports of  fuel products to Iraqi Kurdistan in 
response to its controversial independence referendum, 
state broadcaster IRIB said on Saturday. Iraqi Kurds 
overwhelmingly voted for independence in Monday’s 
non-binding referendum, which has aroused strong 
opposition from regional states, reports Xinhua. 
Iran strongly opposes independence for the Iraqi 
Kurds, fearing it will provoke separatists among its 
own Kurdish population. Gas oil is one of  Iran’s 
main exports to the autonomous Kurdistan region, 
which imported 110 million litres of it from Iran last 
year, IRIB said quoting figures from the National 
Oil Company. Iran is one of  the main exporters of  
fuel products to Kurdistan, IRIB said. Total annual 
trade between the two stood at 5 billion U.S. dollars, 
according to the broadcaster.

Iran urges Europe to defy Trump 
on imposing new sanctions
Tehran, Oct. 1 (IANS): Iran has warned that the only 
way to stop its nuclear deal from collapsing is for Europe 
to defy any US reimposition of sanctions, Tasnim news 
agency reported on Saturday. Iranian Foreign Minister 
Mohammad Javad Zarif  said Iran would develop much 
more advanced nuclear technology -- though not for 
weapons purposes -- if  Europe followed the United 
States in returning to a sanctions regime, Xinhua 
reports.The International Atomic Energy Agency 
(IAEA) is responsible for verifying that Iran meets the 
terms of  the agreement. The US President Donald 
Trump has attacked the deal on numerous occasions, 
vowing to tear it up. On October 15, Trump is due to 
testify to Congress whether Tehran is complying with 
the deal and whether it remains in the United States’ 
interests to stick by it.

US-made drone shot down by 
Houthi missile in Yemen capital
Sanaa, Oct 1 (IANS) A US-made pilotless plane was 
shot down by a Houthi missile north of  Yemen’s 
capital Sanaa on Sunday morning, Houthi officials 
and residents said. The plane, seen by a Xinhua 
photographer at the scene, was very big and divided 
into two parts before it caught on fire, Xinhua news 
agency reported. “The drone, General Atomics MQ-9 
Reaper, was shot down by a guided missile fired from 
our Rocketry Force,” said a statement by the Houthi 
group, which controls Sanaa.

Trump says Puerto Rico authorities showing poor leadership
Evacua ons in Puerto Rico over possible dam burst

Shiite pilgrims throng Iraq’s Karbala for mourning ritual

Mossad had no part in Kurdish referendum — Netanyahu

As Brexit pressures mount, Theresa May rallies her party

Canadian policeman, four others 
attacked in ‘terror’ incidents

China marks 68th National Day

Syria’s deadliest month of 2017 claims 3,000 lives in Sep.

Washington, Oct. 1 (IANS): 
US President Donald Trump 
on Saturday responded to 
harsh criticism of his admin-
istration by San Juan’s mayor, 
saying that she and other 
Puerto Rican authorities had 
shown poor leadership in the 
wake of  devastating Hurri-
cane Maria. Donald Trump 
wrote on Twitter that San 
Juan Mayor Carmen Yulin 
Cruz and others on the US 
commonwealth were failing 
to act decisively amid the lack 
of electric power and serious 
problems with accessing fuel 
and water, Efe news reported.

“Such poor leadership 
ability by the Mayor of San 
Juan, and others in Puerto 
Rico, who are not able to get 

their workers to help. They 
want everything to be done 
for them when it should be 
a community effort. 10,000 
Federal workers now on Is-
land doing a fantastic job.” 
Trump, who is scheduled to 
visit the Caribbean island on 
Tuesday, wrote.

Trump made his remarks 
after Cruz on Friday night 
harshly criticized acting US 
Homeland Security Secretary 
Elaine Duke, who on Thurs-
day hailed the efforts of fed-
eral authorities to resolve the 
humanitarian crisis as “really 
a good-news story.”

“It is not a good-news 
story when people are dy-
ing, when they don’t have 
dialysis, when their genera-

tors aren’t working and their 
oxygen isn’t providing for 
them. Where is there good 
news here?” Cruz said.

Trump also has come 
under fire in recent days from 
some US lawmakers, who 
accuse him of  not giving 
sufficient importance to the 
situation and responding too 
slowly to the crisis in Puerto 
Rico, where the electrical 
infrastructure was totally de-
stroyed and people are having 
to wait in extremely long lines 
for food, fuel, water and cash.

Only around 4 percent of  
people have electricity and 
only 9 percent of telecommu-
nications towers are function-
ing 10 days after the powerful 
Category 4 hurricane bar-

reled through the island on 
Sept. 20

On Thursday, Trump 
waived the Merchant Ma-
rine Act of  1920 (also 
known as the Jones Act), a 
federal statute that requires 
all goods transported by 
ship between US ports be 
carried on US-flagged ves-
sels built in the US, owned 
by US citizens and crewed 
by US citizens or US perma-
nent residents.

The Depar tment of  
Homeland Security said 
Thursday that the waiver 
of  the law would be in ef-
fect for 10 days and allow 
foreign-flagged ships to sup-
ply Puerto Rico with fuel and 
other products.

San Juan, Oct. 1 (IANS): People 
living near the Guajataca River in 
Puerto Rico were evacuated be-
cause a dam in the area was at risk 
of bursting, the media reported.

After Hurricane Maria directly 
hit the US territory two weeks ago, 
the dam has had a higher load than 
usual and recent rains have contrib-
uted to pressure on the dam, Efe 
news reported.

On September 22, the authori-
ties ordered the clearing of  areas 
near Quebradilla and Isabela, and 
on Saturday, the security forces 
went to the area to ensure their or-
ders were followed and to evacuate 
those who have not yet left.

Puerto Rican Governor Ricardo 
Rosselló, met with the commander 
of the US Army Corps of Engineers 
(USACE), Lt. Gen. Todd Semonite, 
as well as with representatives of  
the Federal Agency for the Man-
agement of  Emergencies (FEMA) 
and the Puerto Rican Electricity 
Authority (AEE), in order to assess 
the next steps of the joint effort for 
the island to recover electric power.

Only five per cent of AEE sub-
scribers have electricity.

In addition, USACE presented 
part of the team that will remain in 
Puerto Rico to assist in these tasks, 
to be led by its Director of  Con-
tingency Operations and National 

Security in Washington D.C., Jose 
Sanchez. 

Meanwhile, police reported 
that several floodgates of the Lake 
La Plata dam, located in Toa Baja, 
in the north of  the island, will be 
opened.

Puerto Rico’s Aqueduct and 
Sewer Authority (AAA) executive 
president Elí Díaz reported that, in 
addition to measures taken to evict 
several citizens, a plan to contain 
the dam is underway. 

“We are working with the US 
Corps of Engineers on solutions to 
mitigate dam damage,” said Diaz, 
adding that the tasks to that end 
“are already in place”. 

Karbala, Oct. 1 (PTI/AFP): 
Hundreds of  thousands of  
Shiite Muslim pilgrims gath-
ered in the Iraqi shrine city of  
Karbala today for ceremonies 
marking the seventh-century 
killing of  the Prophet Mo-
hammed’s grandson. Some 
25,000 members of  the se-
curity forces were deployed 
to protect the pilgrims, who 
in the past have faced attacks 
from Sunni extremists includ-
ing the Islamic State group.

This year’s ceremonies 
were marked by the chanting 
of slogans against Iraqi Kurd-
ish leader Massud Barzani, 
like “Barzani you are the 
sponsor of dividing the coun-
try” and “Don’t believe we 
will ever give you Kirkuk”.

Barzani’s autonomous 
region in northern Iraq held a 
referendum on September 25 
that saw voters overwhelm-
ingly back independence for 
Iraqi Kurdistan. The vote was 
also held in disputed areas 
like the city of Kirkuk.

Hamed al-Obays, one of  
the organisers of the proces-
sion, said the chants opposed 
the “separatist conspiracy in 
northern Iraq”.

Pilgrims weep and beat 
their chests in mourning dur-
ing the ceremonies, some 
using swords that leave blood 
dripping down their robes.

The annual Ashura com-
memorations mark the kill-
ing of Imam Hussein by the 
forces of the Caliph Yazid in 

Thousands protest Ireland’s abortion ban
Dublin, Oct. 1 (IANS): 
Thousands of people staged 
a massive protest in Dublin, 
calling for an end to Irelands 
strict abortion laws, the me-
dia reported.

Campaigners took part 
in the March for Choice in 
the capital’s city centre on 
Saturday, chanting: “Hey, 
hey Leo (Prime Minister 
Leo Varadkar), the eighth 
amendment has got to go” 
and carrying banners which 
read: “Keep your rosaries off  
my ovaries” and “Parent by 

choice for choice”, reports 
the Guardian.

This year’s march, the 
sixth in a series of  annual 
events, was more significant 
than ever given a latest con-
firmation that there will be 
a referendum on abortion 
next year. The Irish govern-
ment recently set a potential 
timescale of  early 2018 for 
the referendum on the eighth 
amendment, the section of  
Ireland’s constitution impos-
ing tight legal restrictions on 
terminations.

The amendment, which 
was voted into the constitu-
tion by referendum in 1983, 
affords equal rights to un-
born babies and pregnant 
women and gives foetuses 
the right to life by law, the 
Guardian reported.

Terminations are only 
permitted when the life of  
the mother is at risk, and 
the maximum penalty for 
having an illegal abortion in 
Ireland is 14 years in prison. 

Thousands of  Irish 
women travel to the British 

mainland each year to have a 
legal termination. Anti-abor-
tion activists staged counter 
events in the city and across 
Ireland to warn against re-
laxation of the current law, 
reports the BBC. 

A pro-choice rally was 
also staged outside the Irish 
embassy in London on Sat-
urday, with campaigners 
highlighting the numbers 
of  Irish women who have 
travelled to the UK for an 
abortion in the last three 
decades.

Jerusalem, Oct. 1 (PTI): In 
an apparent dig at Turkish 
President Recep Tayyip Er-
dogan who claimed Israel’s 
spy agency Mossad had a 
hand in the Kurdish refer-
endum for independence, 
Israeli Prime Minister Ben-
jamin Netanyahu said that 
whenever “uncomfortable” 
such leaders see a “Mossad” 
hand. “Israel had no part 
in the Kurdish referendum, 
apart from the deep, natural 
sympathy that the people 
of Israel have had for many 
years for the Kurdish peo-
ple and their aspirations,” 
Netanyahu told his cabinet 
today at its weekly meeting.

“I understand why those 
who support Hamas and 
want to see the Mossad eve-
rywhere that is uncomfort-
able for them,” the Israeli 
Prime Minister said a day 
after Erdogan accused Israel 
of interfering in the Kurdish 
independence vote.

Netanyahu was the only 
world leader to endorse an 
independent Kurdistan.

The Israeli leader had 
said that Israel “supports 
the legitimate efforts of the 
Kurdish people to achieve 
a state of their own” ahead 
of the September 25 referen-
dum vote.

Erdogan yesterday said 

that the fact that Israeli flags 
were waved during events 
celebrating the ‘yes’ vote in 
Kurdish areas proves Israel’s 
involvement.

A foreign news agency 
quoted the Turkish leader as 
saying that “this shows one 
thing, that this administra-
tion (the Kurdish leadership 
in northern Iraq) has a his-
tory with Mossad, they are 
hand-in-hand together”.

Iraqi Kurds overwhelm-
ingly backed independence 
in the referendum with 92 
per cent voting ‘yes’, defy-
ing neighbouring countries 
which fear the vote could 
fuel Kurdish separatism 

within their own borders and 
lead to fresh conflict.

The Kurdish popula-
tion is scattered along Iraqi, 
Iranian, Turkish and Syrian 
territory. It has stuck to its 
identity despite all attempts 
to assimilate and disperse it.

The referendum took 
place in the territories of  
Iraq’s Kurdish Regional 
Government. 

The Lebanese Shia mili-
tant group Hezbollah also 
struck a note similar to the 
Turkish leader with its head 
Sayyed Hassan Nasrallah 
describing the referendum 
as part of a US-Israeli plot 
to carve up the region.

Manchester, Oct. 1 (PTI/AFP): 
British Prime Minister Theresa 
May’s Conservative Party gathers 
today for its annual conference, 
dominated by questions about her 
leadership and splits on Brexit.

Four months after losing her 
parliamentary majority in a June 
snap election, May’s grip on power 
remains fragile.

In Brussels, Brexit negotiations 
are moving painfully slowly, while 
at home, ministers still disagree on 
the shape of Britain’s future outside 
the European Union.

Ahead of her arrival in Man-
chester, northwest England, May 

acknowledged the “disappointing” 
election performance, but empha-
sised that she had a programme 
that she intended to see through.

“Yes, we have to get the best 
Brexit deal -- but we must also take 
action here at home to make this 
a fairer place to live for ordinary 
working people,” she said.

Commentators will be watch-
ing for signs of rebellion, however, 
with all eyes on Foreign Secretary 
Boris Johnson.

His decision to set out his own 
vision of  a clean break with the 
EU, just days before May’s big 
Brexit speech in Florence, was 

widely viewed as a challenge to her 
authority.

“May needs to get through 
conference without further dam-
age to her position,” said Simon 
Usherwood, a politics expert at the 
University of Surrey.

May included a number 
of  concessions in her Florence 
speech, which helped unlock the 
Brexit talks, although likely not 
enough to move the negotiations 
on to trade later this month.

But her call for a two-year 
transition period, in which Britain 
continued paying into the EU 
budget, failed to quell the in-fight-

ing among her own cabinet.
It sparked a fresh war of words 

in the newspapers between allies 
of  Johnson and finance minister 
Philip Hammond, who fears the 
economic damage of  a sharp 
withdrawal.

Former party leader William 
Hague is among those calling for a 
truce, warning that the only person 
who benefited from the divisions 
was opposition Labour leader Jer-
emy Corbyn.

But Johnson used an eve-of-
conference interview to step up the 
pressure once more, elaborating on 
his “red lines” for Brexit -- notably 

that the transition period must be 
kept short.

“Most people can’t understand 
what this conversation is all about. 
We left. We voted for that last year 
-- so let’s get on with it,” he told 
mass-selling tabloid The Sun.

May had called the election in 
bid to boost her majority, but actu-
ally lost seats, leaving her depend-
ent on a small Northern Irish party 
to stay in government.

As the weeks passed without 
a leadership challenge, her confi-
dence has grown, and she now says 
she wants to fight the 2022 election 
as prime minister.

Ottawa, Oct. 1 (IANS): A 
policeman in Canada’s Ed-
monton city was rammed 
by a motorist who then 
attacked him with a knife 
on Saturday night while 
four pedestrians were hit 
by a van later in a pair of  
suspected terror attacks, 
reports said. 

Canadian Police say 
they are investigating pos-
sible acts of terrorism after 
multiple incidents in the 
capital city of Alberta prov-
ince, reported the BBC. It 
was however not immedi-
ately clear if  the van driver, 
who was subsequently ar-
rested, was behind the first 
attack too. 

According to police, 
a police officer control-
ling traffic at a Canadian 
Football League game was 
struck by a car at high speed 
and then attacked with a 
knife multiple times by the 
driver who then fled aban-
doning the vehicle. 

Shortly afterwards, a 
van driver rammed into 
four pedestrians at least. He 
was chased and arrested by 
police. 

Police said that an Is-
lamic State flag was found 
in one of  the vehicles and 

has been seized as evidence. 
While the policeman 

did not have any life-threat-
ening injuries, the condition 
of  the pedestrians was not 
known, said the BBC, citing 
police. 

Edmonton Police Serv-
ice Chief  Rod Knecht said 
the officer and his vehicle 
were rammed by a white 
Chevrolet Malibu at about 
8.15 local time (4.15 GMT) 
outside Alberta’s Common-
wealth Stadium. 

“The vehicle struck the 
police officer, sending him 
flying into the air 15 feet, 
before colliding with the 
police officer’s cruiser again 
at a high rate of speed,” he 
said, reported CNN. 

Information about the 
vehicle’s registered owner 
was broadcast to patrol of-
ficers, said Knecht. 

Hours later, a man driv-
ing a rental van was pulled 
over at a checkpoint after 
his name on documents 
seemed “very similar” to 
the one police were look-
ing for. “The U-Haul truck 
then immediately fled the 
scene, and was pursued 
by police officers toward 
downtown Edmonton,” the 
police chief said.

Beijing, Oct. 1 (IANS): 
China on Sunday marked 
the 68th National Day with 
more than 115,000 peo-
ple from across the country 
gathering at the Tian’anmen 
Square here to watch the 
raising of the National Flag.

At 6.07 a.m., the na-
tional flag was escorted by 
guards into the square. The 
crowd stood in silent as the 
national anthem “March of  
the Volunteers” was played, 
and the five-star national flag 
was raised, reports Xinhua 
news agency. 

When the flag unfurled, 
10,000 Peace Doves were 
released into the sky.

At the backdrop was a 
17-metre-tall giant display in 
the shape of a floral basket, 
which holds flowers and 
fruits such as persimmons, 
pomegranates, apples, peo-
nies and Chinese roses. 

Watching the national 
flag raising ceremony at 
the Tian’anmen Square has 
been a way of Chinese cel-
ebrating the National Day. 
Some joined the gathering 
for sightseeing, and others 
came to express the feeling 
of patriotism.

“We really got emo-
tional when we sang the 
national anthem on this 
occasion,” said Yang Yuan-
yang, a freshman from the 
Beijing Information Science 
and Technology University.

According to China’s 
national anthem law which 
took effect on Sunday, the 
anthem will now be allowed 
at formal political gather-
ings, including flag raising 
ceremonies and major cel-
ebrations.

The National Day is cel-
ebrated with a week-long 
holiday, while the Chinese 
traditional Mid-Autumn 
Festival or Moon Cake Fes-
tival, featuring family gather-
ing, on Wednesday.

Major parks in Beijing 
have been decorated with 
around 1.6 million potted 
flowers of 150 different spe-
cies.

On Sunday, the scenic 
area of  the landmark Ba-
daling section of the Great 
Wall in northern Beijing was 
opened earlier than normal 
days to welcome holiday 
tourists.

Badaling, where the old-
est sections of  the Great 
Wall have been dated back 
to the Northern Qi Dynasty 
(550 - 557), was decorated 
with over 100,000 flower-
pots to add the festive air for 
the National Day.

The ancient Beijing-
Hangzhou Grand Canal 
opened its first transport hub 
on Sunday, marking the start 
of  a modern transport era 
on the 2,500-km man-made 
waterway, the longest in the 
world.

Beirut, Oct. 1 (PTI/AFP): Syria’s 
war killed at least 3,000 people in-
cluding 955 civilians in September, 
the deadliest month of the conflict 
this year, the Syrian Observatory 
for Human Rights monitor said 
today.

Hundreds of thousands of Syr-
ians have been killed and millions 
displaced since the war erupted in 
2011 with the brutal repression of  
anti-government protests.

It has since spiralled into a 
complex conflict involving world 
powers, with Russia-backed regime 
forces and a US- supported alliance 
separately battling the Islamic State 
jihadist group in the country.

The 955 civilians killed in Sep-
tember included 207 children, said 
the Britain-based Observatory, 
which relies on a wide network of  

sources inside Syria for its informa-
tion. “More than 70 per cent of the 
civilians were killed in regime and 
Russian air strikes, or in air raids of  
the international coalition” fighting 
IS, the monitor’s head Rami Abdel 
Rahman said.

Backed by Russian air strikes, 
the forces of  Syria’s President 
Bashar al-Assad are pressing a bat-
tle to retake IS- controlled areas in 
the eastern province of Deir Ezzor.

A US-led international coali-
tion has been providing air support 
to a Kurdish-Arab alliance, the 
Syrian Democratic Forces, also 
fighting the jihadists in their former 
northern bastion of Raqa city and 
in Deir Ezzor.

The number of people killed in 
September was higher because of  
increased fighting and “intensified 

air raids of the international coali-
tion and Russia against jihadist bas-
tions in the north and east of Syria, 
but also due to increased Russian 
and regime strikes on rebel-held 
areas,” Abdel Rahman said.

Russian and regime warplanes 
have in the past two weeks in-
creased their strikes on the north-
western province of Idlib, which is 
largely controlled by Hayat Tahrir 
al-Sham (HTS), a group led by Al-
Qaeda’s former Syria affiliate.

Eight children were among at 
least 34 civilians killed in strikes 
overnight Friday-Saturday on the 
town of  Armanaz in Idlib, the 
Observatory said.

HTS is not party to a deal bro-
kered by Russia, Turkey and Iran 
for a safe zone in the province, one 
of four such zones nationwide.

The Observatory said the Sep-
tember toll also included 790 re-
gime troops and loyalists, 738 
jihadists from IS and HTS, and 550 
rebels and SDF members.

Syria’s conflict has killed more 
than 330,000 people since 2011.

Early today, IS retook the town 
of Al-Qaryatain in the central prov-
ince of Homs, previously a symbol 
of religious coexistence.

Government troops have now 
surrounded Al-Qaryatain, where 
several Christian families are be-
lieved to be living, the Observatory 
said. Regime forces recaptured Al-
Qaryatain in April 2016 after eight 
months of jihadist control.

In August 2015, IS abducted 
270 Christians from the town, 
transporting them around 90 kilo-
metres away deep into the Syria 

desert and then locking them up 
in an underground dungeon. They 
were freed 25 days later.

The same month, IS ravaged a 
monastery in the town and reduced 
a fifth-century mud brick church to 
rubble with explosives and bulldoz-
ers. Earlier this week, the jihadists 
launched an assault on government 
positions in Syria’s vast Badiya 
desert, killing at least 128 regime 
troops.

Russia-backed Syrian troops 
have been battling for months to 
retake the Badiya, which stretches 
from the country’s centre to the 
Iraqi and Jordanian borders and 
has been held by IS since 2014. 

Last month, they broke a years-
long IS siege of  government en-
claves in the eastern city of  Deir 
Ezzor.

AP/PTI

A Shiite Muslim flagellates himself with chains during a Muharram procession in Lahore, Pakistan, 
Saturday, Sept. 30, 2017. 

680 AD -- a formative event in 
Shiite Islam.

Imam Hussein’s death was 
part of  a dispute over who 
should succeed the Prophet 
Mohammed, which eventu-
ally developed into a bitter 
schism between the Sunni 
and Shiite branches of Islam. 
Many Shiite worshippers travel 
from neighbouring Iran and 
other countries each year to 
visit Imam Hussein’s shrine 
in Karbala, which lies about 
80 kilometres southwest of  
Baghdad. 

Millions of  others across 
the Shiite world, from Leba-
non to south Asia, hold pro-
cessions in their home towns, 
performing a variety of rituals, 
many involving flagellation.
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‘Let’s Make a Deal’ host Monty Hall dead at 96
Monty Hall, host and co-creator of reality show “Lets Make a Deal”, has passed 
away at the age of 96. According to his daughter Joanna Gleason, Hall died from 
heart failure at his home in Beverly Hills surrounded by friends and family on Satur-
day, reports tmz.com. Gleason said her father was proud of his show because it gave 
him the platform to help people. Hall began his TV career in the 1950s by working on 
several children’s shows. He moved on to host network game shows, and struck it big 
with “Let’s Make a Deal” in 1963. The show ran for 13 years and returned for a short 
run in the 1990s. “Let’s Make a Deal” was adapted in India as “Khullja Sim Sim”, 
which was hosted by Aman Verma. (IANS)

Celina Jaitly gives birth 
to twins, loses one

‘People who misbehave on Bigg Boss get no work’Margot Robbie 
turns tattoo artist

Marilyn Manson hospitalised 
after mid-performance mishap

‘Modelling destroyed me’

Kunal Nayyar on Forbes’ list of highest paid TV actors

A
ctress Celina Jaitly announced 
the “bittersweet” arrival of her 
second set of twins, but shared 
with a heavy heart that one of  
the two sons succumbed to a 

serious heart condition.
In a social media post titled “Announc-

ing the bittersweet arrival of our second set 

of twins” on Dussehra on Saturday, Celina 
shared her sentiments.

“The Gods above have blessed us yet 
again with another set of very handsome 
twin boys Arthur Jaitly Haag and Sham-
sher Jaitly Haag in Dubai on September 
10, 2017. However, life is not always how 
we plan it to be. Our son Shamsher Jaitly 
Haag succumbed to a serious heart condi-
tion and could not continue his journey in 
this world,” she wrote.

“Heartbreaking as that is we are very 
fortunate that a part of him still lives with 
us through Arthur, whose face will always 
remind us that an angel who looks exactly 
like him looks upon us from the arms of  
his grandfather, my father, in the heavens 
above, whom we also lost two months ago,” 
added Celina, who is married to hotelier 
Peter Haag.

They are already parents to five-year-old 
twin sons, Winston and Viraaj.

For the couple, the last two months have 
been tumultuous.

“From loosing my beloved father and 
now baby Shamsher, however there is 
always a light at the end of a tunnel, and 
that light for us is our handsome son Arthur 
Jaitly Haag who seeks your blessings and 
love in his journey that he commences in 
this world. 

“We thank you all in advance for your 
love and continued support.”

IANS

H
e is back to hosting 
“Bigg Boss” a reality 
show which often cre-
ates controversies and 
superstar Salman Khan 

says people who have misbehaved 
on the platform have rarely got work 
afterwards.

Salman, who has lost his cool on 
some occasions on the show, believes 
there is a certain responsibility on the 
celebrities to maintain their dignity 
inside the house.

In an interview with PTI, Salman 
says, “When you become a celebrity, 
you have a responsibility. So you 
don’t want to go down that way. If  
you react to a common man (in a bad 
way) being a celebrity, people will say 
‘Look at him, this is not good.’

“If a common man does the same 
to a celebrity, people don’t enjoy that 
either. If it is all fun and games, then 
good. But you need to take care of  
your image as well.” 

The 51-year-old actor says he is 
aware that some people on the show 
come to revive their career but only 
those who show class inside the house 
go a long way.

“Most of the people who have not 
been very well behaved in the ‘Bigg 

Boss’ house have got no work at all. 
But people who have shown maturity, 
dignity, class, poise and some sub-
stance, they have always got work,” 
he adds. Last year, Salman threw out 
Swami Om from the house, a contest-
ant who broke several rules, and the 
actor says only in times of crisis he 
gets involved otherwise he does not 
interfere when it comes to selecting 
candidates.

“In the last season, I asked one 
(contestant) to leave the house and the 
team supported me on that decision. 
But I don’t take part in the phase of  
choosing contestants. If some charac-
ters go way off in the house, then that 
decision is mutual. It’s not good for 
the show.” 

Due to the crass behaviour of the 
inmates and the voyeuristic format, 
Salman says the team is aware there 
are people who still do not like the 
show.

“We try to convert all those 
people who don’t like the show to like 
it. It’s very tough. It has been a few 
seasons and they’re still not liking it.

“But I don’t follow (criticism), it 
doesn’t bother me.

Even right now they might be 
writing really nasty things about me 

but I don’t get bothered because I am 
not reading it.” 

This is his eighth season with the 
reality series but Salman believes not 
only him, but anyone can host the 
show as it is more about the contest-
ants. “Anybody can host this show. 
Because it’s not about the host, it’s the 
contestants. They give you the mate-
rial to react on. It’s the team that finds 
these interesting contestants and it’s 
all about them.” 

“Bigg Boss” airs tonight on 
Colors.

PTI

A
ctress Margot 
Robbie showed 
off her tattoo-
ing skills as she 
inked a crew 

member on TV show “The 
Graham Norton Show”.

The 27-year-old said on 
the show on Friday that she 
had given a tattoo to fellow 
“Suicide Squad” actress Cara 
Delevingne, reports theDaily 
Mail.

In an Instagram photo-
graph displayed on the show, 
Robbie and Delevingne can 
be seen showing their toes, 
which featured smiley face 
tattoos.

Robbie explained that the 
inkings were called “toemo-
jis”. She revealed that she 
has done “probably close to 
100 now”, and added: “Little 
ones, little ones and honestly, 
I’m probably getting worse as 
I go along”.

Robbie was then asked to 
give tattoo to a crew member 
of the show.

IANS

S
inger Marilyn Manson’s concert 
here came to an abrupt halt when 
two giant gun props came crash-
ing down on him, sending him to 
the hospital.

Manson was reportedly in the midst 
of his performance and was singing his hit 
Eurythmics cover of “Sweet dreams (are 
made of this)” when the incident took place 
at the Manhattan Centre Hammerstein 

Ballroom when the stage prop fell on top of  
him on Saturday, reports tmz.com.

“Manson suffered an injury towards the 
end of an incredible New York City show. 
He is being treated at a local hospital,” 
read a statement on behalf of Manson’s 
representative.

According to sources, Manson “should 
be fine” in some days.

IANS

M
odel Cara Delevingne 
says her profession of  
modelling “destroyed” her 
because she felt she was 
forced to follow the stere-

otypical perception of female beauty, which 
she believed was “not genuine”.

“As a model I played the part of what 
I thought society wanted me to be as a 
woman. That’s why that part of modelling 
destroyed me. It wasn’t fashion’s fault,” 
Delevingne told telegraph.co.uk.

“It was me getting successful from 
playing a part that then felt... not 
exactly not genuine, but this 
stereotypical idea of female 
beauty. What I saw as being 
feminine: that girlie, femme-
fatale, pretty lipstick type 
girl,” she added.

The “Suicide 
Squad” actress believes 
social media would 
have been an added 
hindrance to her if it 
was around when she 
was growing up.

“I always felt as a teenager that 
everything I did was because I wanted 
someone to love me. I think the added 
pressure of social media would have 
destroyed me. I was already 
on the verge of being 
destroyed anyway,” 
she said.

IANS

B
ritish-Indian actor Kunal 
Nayyar ranks fourth on 
the Forbes magazines list 
of World’s Highest-Paid 
TV Actors 2017, which 

is led by his “The Big Bang Theory” 
co-star Jim Parsons.

Nayyar, who plays the role of Rajesh 
Koothrappali, an astrophysicist origi-

nally from New Delhi, India, in “The 
Big Bang Theory”, 

minted 
$25 
million 

between June 1, 2016, and June 1, 2017, 
reports forbes.com.

Parsons retained the top position 
with collection of $27.5 million. Ac-
cording to reports, he earned $1 million 
per episode on the comedy show. The 
44-year-old was ranked first in 2016 
and 2015 also. Another “The Big Bang 
Theory” actor Johnny Galecki occupied 
the second place with $26.5 million. Ac-
tor Simon Helberg raked in $26 million 

and took the third spot. 
“NCIS: Naval Criminal 

Investigative Service” actor Mark 

Harmon rounds up the top five with $19 
million while “Modern Family” actors 
Ty Burrell and Eric Stonestreet followed 
with $13.5 million and 12.5 million, 
respectively. 

Actor Kevin Spacey was ranked 
eighth in the list with collections worth 
$12 million. He was joined by “Modern 
Family” actor Ed O’Neill, who also col-
lected the same amount.

Jesse Tyler Ferguson came at the 
10th spot with total income of $11 mil-
lion.

IANS

G
rammy Award-
winning producer 
John Shanks, 
who has worked 
with popular 

artistes like Sheryl Crow, Keith 
Urban, Bon Jovi and Santana, 
says he would like American 
radio stations to play tracks by 
international artistes as it would 
be refreshing.

Earlier this year, the Los 
Angeles-based music producer, 
also a songwriter and musician, 
judged an indie music contest 
called ‘LA Calling’, which was 
coined by Artist Aloud in associa-
tion with Indi.com.

Going by the name of  
the contest, is Los Angeles or 
America in general the best place 
to be in to make good music?

“I think one of the things that 
came out of this contest was that 
music can come from anywhere 
and I would really love that in 
the future American radios start 
embracing international artistes,” 
Shanks, who has been a part of  
“The X Factor” show and has 
worked with former “American 
Idol” winner Kelly Clarkson, told 
IANS in an exclusive interview 

by email.
“That would be really refresh-

ing because, at times, I’m sure 
you could go to any country and 
they would say ‘Oh, this feels 
repetitive’... I think music comes 
from the soul and it’s a universal 
language; so the more we share 
that dialogue the better we be-
come as humans,” he added.

Shanks has worked with 
diverse rock, pop and blues acts 
like Alanis Morrisette, Backstreet 
Boys, The Corrs and Bonnie 
Raitt. “Yes, a lot of great music 
has come from America like 
jazz, blues and rock ‘n’ roll, and 
certainly a great amount of pop 
artistes has come out of the 
state,” he said.

“But you can look at history 
and see what happened with The 
Beatles or the Rolling Stones 
where American blues music 
made its way to England and 
people were buying records in the 
early 1960s and 1950s and redis-
covering how different Johnny 
Hooker or blues artistes are and 
then out of that came bands like 
Cream.

“So, it was reinventing our 
culture in a different way. So the 

more that dialogue can happen, 
whether it’s melody or guitar or 
just sound that can inspire, I think 
it’s a great thing about music and 
it’s very healing,” he added.

What about collaborating 
with Indian artistes?

“Well, I would love to score 
and would love to do that aspect 
of what I do, either doing music 
for an Indian film and as a musi-
cian, as a guitar player, I can 
learn. I think A.R.’s (A.R. Rah-
man’s) music is beautiful and he 
is bringing his culture into a wider 
audience,” he said.

Pop stars like Michelle 
Branch and Nelly Furtado have 
also taken the indie route. Does 
it give more creative freedom to 
artistes to go indie?

“That depends. There are 
certain artistes who start with the 
indie route and they get signed 
with the majors. You know they 
are trying to build a profile online, 
and that’s one way to get a lot of  
views and hits on your website 
and whatever outlet you are using 
to get your music across.

“Then there are certain 
artistes that have been on major 
record labels... Then they are a lit-

tle older and 
they are find-
ing different 
avenues 
and want to 
find aspects 
of who 
they are. 
Some-
times that 
doesn’t 
necessarily 
mean putting 
out a different kind of pop music.

“Sometimes that’s more indie, 
more acoustic, more organic 
and they are doing music for 
themselves and, like Michelle, 
she and I wrote a song together 
on a record. It was a record she 
wanted to make so she got a deal 
with a different label... a smaller 
label, so she could have her 
artistic expression and be who she 
wants to be, because at a certain 
age... She is in a different place in 
her life,” he added. 

But that, he says, doesn’t 
mean her music “isn’t interest-
ing or not viable. So just because 
something isn’t commercial 
doesn’t mean that it’s not good”.

IANS

Grammy-winning producer wants US radio 
stations to embrace international artistes

TICKET RATES
Silver Rs. 80
Gold Rs. 150

HILL STAR 
Movie Schedule

Hill Star is thrilled to announce 
its valued HillStarCinema 

fans that the hall is now live at 
BookMyShowIN You can now 

BUY tickets online! 

11 am, 2 pm, 5 pm, 8 pm: Judwaa 2 (Hindi)
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Paris Saint-Germain’s Brazilian forward Neymar shoots on goal during the French L1 football match between 
Paris Saint-Germain and Bordeaux (FCGB) on September 30, 2017 at the Parc des Princes stadium in Paris.

Former NFL star O.J. Simpson

Fans fall as a barrier collapses following the goal by Lille LOSC’s Fode Ballo-Toure during their French Ligue 
1 match against Amiens, at the Licorne stadium in Amiens, on September 30, 2017.
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Neymar sparkles as PSG thrash Bordeaux Foreigners pedaling toward 
cleaner, healthier Himachal

O.J. Simpson released from prison

Weightlifting: Russia, China 
handed one-year doping bans

Jagan wins sixth straight National 
Motorcycle Racing Championship

U-17 WC: Chile national 
team arrives in Kolkata

29 hurt as French stadium barrier collapses

Paris, Oct. 1 (PTI/AFP): 
Neymar scored twice, in-
cluding a first-half  penalty, 
and created another goal as 
Paris Saint- Germain ham-
mered previously unbeaten 
Bordeaux 6-2 in Ligue 1.

The Brazilian curled in 
a brilliant 30-yard free-kick 
after just five minutes at 
the Parc des Princes before 
sliding in Edinson Cavani 
to double the lead seven 
minutes later.

Thomas Meunier’s ex-
cellent side-footed finish 
made it 3-0 to PSG on 21 
minutes, but Bordeaux hit 
back on the half  hour as 
Younousse Sankhare ap-
plied the final touch to a 
slick team move.

PSG were then award-
ed a penalty, the first since 
a row between Neymar 
and Cavani over spot-kick 
duties overshadowed a 2-0 
win against Lyon a fort-
night ago, with Neymar 
this time stepping up to 
convert.

“For me the important 
thing with penalties is to 
score them,” said PSG 
coach Unai Emery. “The 
main thing is the two of  
them see the opportunity 
and they both can take 
penalties.

The decision is down to 
those two. We’ve already 
spoken about it internally.” 

Julian Draxler volleyed 

Shimla, Oct. 1 (IANS): 
Foreigners were pedaling to-
wards a cleaner and healthi-
er countryside in Himachal 
Pradesh, literally.

The central govern-
ment’s ambitious pro-
gramme Swachh Bharat 
Abhiyan may not be on 
their agenda, but they were 
racing towards generating 
awareness among school 
children and local villagers 
on the importance of  hy-
giene and sanitation while 
negotiating sharp curves.

They are associated 
with the eight-day 13th 
Hero MTB (mountain bik-
ing) Himalaya race that 
began from the state capital 
on September 29 and will 
culminate in Dharamsala 
town after traversing largely 
over tiny helmets spread 
over 650 km on October 7.

“A team of  eight vol-
unteers, comprising six 
foreigners, are part of  our 
social initiatives, mainly 
Mission Smile this year,” 
Mohit Sood, President of  
the Himalayan Adventure 
Sports and Tourism Promo-
tion Association (HAST-
PA), the local club that or-
ganises the MTB Himalaya 
rally, told IANS.

Mission Smile,  the 
fourth year in succession 
that runs along with the 
MTB Himalaya race, is a 
HASTPA’s social initiative 
that aims to educate the 
children and their parents 
to eradicate open defecation 
and improve hygiene.

The so-called ‘Ambas-
sadors of  Hygiene’ every 
day visit around eight gov-

ernment schools located 
along the race route and 
educate the students along 
with their teachers and par-
ents through interactions 
and distributing booklets 
published by HASTPA.

One of the schools they 
visited on Sunday was lo-
cated in the interiors of  
Kullu district. The schools 
were opened despite being 
a weekend holiday.

“We are really im-
pressed by the level of  
awareness among the stu-
dents about hygiene and 
sanitation besides keeping 
the local environment neat 
and clean even in a remote 
village like this,” Susan 
Padrones from Spain told 
IANS over the phone.

She said it was really 
an incredible and enriching 
experience interacting with 
these children in the remote 
beautiful parts of the Hima-
layas last time too as part of  
Mission Smile.

“I was so overwhelmed 
by their love and warmth so 
wanted to return and con-
tribute to their growth. This 
time I brought some books 
as gifts for these children,” 
she added.

Her husband Jorge Pa-
drones is a participant in 
the Hero MTB Himalaya 
rally for the third consecu-
tive time.

He’s supporting the fight 
against leukemia through 
the Josep Carreras Founda-
tion of Spain.

“They educated us how 
the sanitation has a strong 
linkage not only with our 
hygiene but also with our 

dignity,” Neha Thakur, a 
class 10 student of Govern-
ment Senior Secondary 
School in Shwad village in 
Anni tehsil Kullu district, 
said.

The school is located 
some 130 km from the state 
capital, one of the remotest 
places in the state.

Clasina Voets, wife of  
another biker Pedro Cam-
pos from Portugal, is im-
pressed with the education 
level of the locals.

“People here are seem 
more conscious about their 
personal hygiene, besides 
concerned over change in 
climatic conditions that is 
drying up local natural wa-
ter resources and affecting 
the local biodiversity,” she 
added.

A team of  bikers rep-
resenting Orphans Africa 
is imparting education on 
adopting children.

In the Hero MTB Hi-
malaya’s last edition, Ger-
man photographer Stefan 
Wiebel, representing the 
Rocky Mountain MTB 
team, raised a charity by 
selling his pictures back 
home. This time Wiebel will 
contribute a part of his char-
ity towards the outreach 
HASTPA’s Mission Smile, 
rally organisers said.

Ninety-two intrepid rid-
ers from 16 countries are 
participating in the Hero 
MTB Himalaya rally.

The top ranking pro-
fessional participants in-
clude Cory Wallace from 
Canada, Antonio Ortiz 
from Portugal and Thomas 
Engelsgjerd from Norway.

in a superb fifth before half- 
time and Kylian Mbappe 
added another on 58 min-
utes, while Malcom scored 
a late penalty for Bordeaux, 
as PSG pulled three points 
clear of  defending champi-
ons Monaco at the top.

“It was a good win 
against a team that was still 
undefeated,” said Mbappe. 
“We don’t need to send a 
message, we’re just con-
centrating on ourselves. We 
could still do better, we’re 
not going to be picky, but 
there’s still room for a bit 

more.” 
Emery rested captain 

Thiago Silva for the visit of  
third-place Bordeaux, who 
arrived in the capital trail-
ing PSG by just four points 
after seven matches.

The hosts  br ushed 
aside five-time European 
champions Bayern Munich 
3-0 in midweek and the 
gap in class on Saturday 
was evident from the start 
against Jocelyn Gourven-
nec’s team. With Monaco 
dropping points in Friday’s 
1-1 draw at home to Mont-

pellier, PSG immediately 
signalled their intent as 
three quick-fire goals left 
Bordeaux seeking to limit 
the damage.

Neymar struck early as 
his magnificent free-kick 
flashed beyond a helpless 
Benoit Costil, with the Bra-
zilian then playing in Ca-
vani to poke in his eighth 
league goal of  the season 
on 12 minutes.

P S G  we r e  f u r t h e r 
in front when Yuri Ber-
chiche’s cross from the left 
skipped past Mbappe but 

Paris, Oct. 1 (PTI/AFP): 
Russia and China were 
banned from international 
weightlifting, ruling them 
out of  the world champi-
onships, after reanalysed 
drugs tests from the 2008 
and 2012 Olympics re-
turned at least three posi-
tive results each.

In all, nine nations 
were suspended by the In-
ternational Weightlifting 
Federation (IWF) for a 
year with Armenia, Azer-
baijan, Belarus, Moldova, 
Kazakhstan, Turkey and 
Ukraine all sitting out the 
world championships in 
California from November 
28-December 5.

The suspension was 
met with shock by Russia, 
which has been accused of  
widespread state-sponsored 
doping in recent years.

“I don’t see the good 

in this decision and I don’t 
understand the point,” Rus-
sian team coach Nikola 
Kolesnikov told R-Sport 
agency.

Oleg Pissarevski, the 
men’s team coach, added: 
“They don’t have the right 
to act like this. Why are 
they trying to kill the roots 
of  weightlifting develop-
ment in our country? 

“We have changed the 
executives of  the federa-
tion. The officials who 
sinned are no longer there. 
We exist under the rules, 
we do 60 checks a week. 
Our guys have prepared 
themselves very seriously, 
and now they have tears in 
their eyes.” 

Chinese weightlifters 
will also miss the 2018 
Asian Games as a con-
sequence of  the doping 
clampdown.

“At the IWF we have 
made it clear that the inci-
dence of  doping in some 
areas is totally unaccept-
able and that our members 
have a responsibility to 
ensure clean sport in their 
countries,” said IWF presi-
dent Tamas Ajan.

“If  they do not fulfil 
their responsibilities to en-
sure their lifters are clean 
then they will lose their 
right to participate.

“But we will not turn 
our backs on them; we 
will  continue to work 
with them, WADA and 
their National Anti-Dop-
ing Agencies to support 
their anti-doping activities 
and help make cultural 
change.” 

Russia was also banned 
from the weightlifting event 
at the 2016 Olympics in 
Rio.

Chennai, Oct. 1 (IANS): 
TVS Racings mascot Jagan 
Kumar notched his sixth 
straight title in the premier 
Super Sport Indian (165cc) 
class on a rain-affected day 
to bring down the curtain 
on the MRF MMSC fmsci 
Indian National Motorcycle 
Racing Championship 2017 
at the MMRT track here on 
Sunday. The day’s original 
programme of  seven races 
looked to be in jeopardy fol-
lowing a massive downpour 
in the early hours of today. 

However, the Madras 
Motor Sports Club officials 
came up with a herculean 
effort to get the club circuit 
(short loop, 2.1 km) ready 
for racing with the full cir-
cuit (3.7 km) not available 
due to water-logging. 

Thus, three of the seven 
races were cancelled since 
the championships in those 
categories were already de-
cided. 

The changes had little 
impact on Jagan. Going 
into Sunday’s race, he en-
joyed a six-point lead over 

Honda Ten10 Racing’s Ra-
jiv Sethu, but the expected 
challenge did not material-
ize as the latter crashed at 
Turn-2 in the very first lap.

Thereafter, Jagan was 
on a cruise mode and 
seemed content to finish 
second behind Sethu’s 
team-mate Mathana Kumar 
who eased past in the last 
lap. Harry Sylvester (TVS 
Racing) came in third.

It was a splendid come-
back by Jagan who, at one 
point in the season, trailed 
Sethu by 33 points but three 
back-to-back wins, includ-
ing one yesterday, put the 
TVS Racing rider’s cam-
paign back on track as he 
clinched the title in this 
class, previously known as 
“Group B”, for the sixth 
year in a row by a comfort-
able 24-point margin.

Aravind Balakrishnan 
(Honda Ten10 Racing) took 
the title in the Pro-Stock 
class though he finished a 
distant eighth in the race 
won by his team-mate An-
ish Shetty. Balakrishnan 

thus finished with 138 
points, 13 ahead of Aravind 
Ganesh (Moto-Rev).

The National cham-
pions: Jagan Kumar (TVS 
Racing , Super Sport Indian 
165cc), Aravind Balakrish-
nan (Honda Ten10 Racing, 
Pro-Stock), Amarnath Me-
non (Gusto Racing, Super 
Sport Indian 300-400cc), 
Sai Rahil Pillarishetty 
(Sparks Racing, Novice 
165cc), Aishwarya Pissay 
(Apex Racing, Girls 165cc). 

Team championship: 
Gusto Racing (Super Sport 
Indian 300-400cc); TVS 
Racing (Super Sport Indian 
165cc); Honda Ten10 Rac-
ing (Pro-Stock); Sparks Rac-
ing (Novice, 165cc); Apex 
Racing (Girls, 165cc).

M M S C  O n e - M a k e 
Championship winners: 
Rajiv Sethu (Honda CBR 
250), Satyanarayana Raju 
(Sparks Racing, Honda 
CBR 150), S Sivanesan 
(TVS Apache RTR 200 
Open), Anup Kumar (TVS 
Novice) and Nitish Kumar 
(Yamaha R15 Novice).

Kolkata, Oct. 1 (IANS): 
The Chile national team 
arrived here on Sunday 
to take part in the FIFA 
U-17 World Cup starting 
October 6.

A 21-member squad 
touched down at the 
Netaji Subhas Chandra 
Bose International Air-
port around 8.20 a.m. 
and checked into a plush 
hotel.

Chile are in Group 
F along with England, 
Iraq and Mexico and 
will play all of  their 
group matches at the re-
vamped Salt Lake Stadi-
um which will also host 
the final on October 28.

Coached by Hernan 
Caputo, this would be 
Chile’s fourth appear-
ance at a FIFA U-17 
World Cup and their 
second in a row after 
hosting the tournament 
in 2015.

Their tournament 
debut came in Japan in 
1993, where they took 
everyone by surprise by 
finishing third, their best 
performance to date.

Knocked out in the 
group phase in Egypt 
1997 ,  the  Ch i l eans 
reached the last 16 on 
home soil two years ago.

Chile qualified for 
the world finals by fin-
ishing runners-up in the 
South American U-17 

Championship, which it 
hosted.

After topping Group 
A, La Rojita beat Ven-
ezuela and Colombia 
1-0 in the final six-team 
round before losing their 
unbeaten record in a 2-0 
defeat to Paraguay.

Another 1-0 win, this 
time over Ecuador, se-
cured them a place in 
India and left them with 
a chance of  claiming 
the continental crown 
on the final day of  the 
competition. It was not 
to be, however, as Brazil 
put one more goal past 
them than all their other 
opponents combined, 
running out 5-0 winners.
The squad:
G o a l k e e p e r s :  J u -
lio Borquez, Rodrigo 
Cancino, Hugo Araya
Defenders :  Gas ton 
Zuniga, Matias Silva, 
Lucas Alarcon, Sebas-
tian Valencia, Yerco 
Oyanedel, Nicolas Ara-
vena;
Midfielders: Martin 
Lara, Mauricio Morales, 
Oliver Rojas, Branco 
Provoste, Maximiliano 
Guerrero;
Forwards :  Wil l iam 
Gama, Ignacio Con-
treras, Ignacio Mesias, 
Diego Valencia, Jairo 
Vasquez, Pedro Cam-
p o s,  A n t o n i o  D i a z 
O’Higgins.

Los  Angeles,  Oct .  1 
(IANS): Former NFL star 
O.J. Simpson was freed 
on parole on Sunday after 
serving nine years in pris-
on for a Las Vegas armed 
robbery, a Nevada prison 
official said.

“O.J. Simpson is out, 
he is a free man,” CNN 
quoted Nevada Depart-
m e n t  o f  C o r r e c t i o n s 
spokeswoman Brooke Ke-
ast as saying.

Simpson was picked 
up by a friend, according 
to Keast.

The Nevada Board 
of  Parole Commission-
ers voted unanimously to 

grant Simpson’s release 
in July.

Simpson, 70, served 
nine years of  a 33-year sen-
tence for kidnapping and 
armed robbery after a raid 
on memorabilia dealers in 
a Las Vegas Hotel room.

Simpson has main-
tained that he was trying 
to recover family memen-
tos and memorabilia taken 
from him.

After he was granted 
parole, the Nevada De-
partment of  Corrections 
took extra measures to 
protect him, reports CNN. 

Guards moved him to 
a single cell away from the 

rest of  the prison popula-
tion.

“The last  thing we 
want is some prisoner try-
ing to make a name for 
himself  by attacking Simp-
son,” Keast added.

The Nevada convic-
tion came eight years after 
Simpson was acquitted 
by a California jury of  
the 1994 murders of  his 
former wife Nicole Brown 
Simpson and her friend 
Ronald Goldman.

Simpson lost a civil 
judgment in 1997 for their 
wrongful deaths and was 
ordered to pay the victims’ 
families $33.5 million.

Amiens (France), Oct. 1 
(PTI/AFP): Twenty-nine 
fans were hurt, five of them 
seriously, when a barrier 
collapsed at a stadium in 
the northern French city of  
Amiens as away supporters 
celebrated their opening 
goal.

A fence separating Lille 
fans from the pitch gave 
way as they surged forward 
to celebrate the goal against 
Amiens, a regional rival 
that has just been promoted 
to the top flight in French 
football.

Several tumbled about 
one and a half  metres (five 
feet) and were crushed by 
other fans who fell on top 
of them.

Injuries included head, 
chest and abdominal trau-
ma, medical authorities said 
yesterday. Referee Thomas 
Leonard suspended the 
match in the 16th minute as 
Red Cross and emergency 
workers rushed to help the 
injured. The fixture was 
later abandoned.

“It happened all of  a 
sudden. I don’t even know 
who scored. It just sud-
denly fell on me. I couldn’t 
hear anything, I couldn’t 
see anything and then the 
emergency workers took me 
away,” said Georges Penel, 
a 21-year-old Lille fan who 

Meunier ran onto it and 
the Belgian international 
steered masterfully past 
Costil.

Bordeaux replied on 31 
minutes after Theo Pelle-
nard demonstrated remark-
able composure to thread 
in Nicolas de Preville who 
squared for Sankhare to tap 
into an empty net.

But a senseless handball 
from Otavio gifted PSG a 
penalty and Neymar, rather 
than Cavani whose effort in 
the Lyon win on September 
17 was saved, tucked away 
the spot-kick for his sixth 
league goal.

Draxler made it five in 
style on the stroke of  half-
time when he fired in from 
Mbappe’s floated cross, 
and the French teenager 
notched a goal of  his own 
on 58 minutes after he was 
released in behind the de-
fence by the German.

Bordeaux substitute Al-
exandre Mendy smacked 
the outside of  the post on 
69 minutes, while Neymar 
nearly completed his hat-
trick when his shot whis-
tled just wide after a clever 
exchange with Draxler.

Brazilian Malcom, who 
extended his contract with 
Bordeaux until 2021 this 
week, netted a consolation 
in the final minute after 
Jonathan Cafu was fouled 
in the area by Meunier.

suffered injuries to his leg 
and back. The prefecture 
of  the Somme department 
gave a provisional toll of  29 
hurt, five of them seriously. 
Among the injured were 
three minors, all in their 
teens, medical authorities 
said.

The incident happened 
when Lille’s Fode Ballo-
Toure ran towards the sec-
tion of  visiting fans after 
scoring the opening goal, 
prompting a surge that 
caused the barrier to give 
way.

Built in 1999, the Stade 

de la Licorne (“Stadium of  
the Unicorn”) is the small-
est of  the 20 French Ligue 
1 clubs, with a capacity of  
only 12,000.

Renovation work is tak-
ing place throughout the 
2017-18 season, as newly 
promoted Amiens brings 
the ground up to a higher 
standard. The venue boasts 
an eye-catching, futuristic 
design with a transparent 
roof, which is being reno-
vated. The seats are also 
being progressively replaced 
under the 7.5-million-euro 
(USD 8.9-million) scheme.

“The work is going to 
start in June and will be 
done stand by stand,” local 
politician Alain Gest said 
last May.

“The consequence is 
that we’re going to lose 
seats in the ground but we’ll 
make up for it by adding ad-
ditional temporary stands.” 

The Amiens public 
prosecutor, Alexandre de 
Bosschere, said an inves-
tigation had been opened 
into “accidental injury”, 
focusing on why the barrier 
gave way.

“We have put legal seals 

on the site (to bar access to 
it), and an assessment will 
be carried out in the next 
few days.” 

Amiens’ president, Ber-
nard Joannin, dismissed 
any idea that there were 
problems with the barrier.

“The police had warned 
us that there were 200 hard-
core fans, really wound up, 
who were in the section set 
aside for Lille fans. They 
surged forward, chaotical-
ly, more than 500 people, 
against this barrier, which 
was in perfect condition.” 

Gest, in his comments 
in May, had suggested that 
upkeep of the stadium had 
been neglected by previous 
local administrations but 
was now “perfectly in line 
with regulations” and “up 
to standards for playing in 
Ligue 1”.

A safety audit in 2016 
had noted that the stadium 
roof  presented “serious 
dangers”, he said.

“This forced us to dis-
mantle at the beginning of  
the year all the (roof) glass 
-- almost 2,000 glass plates 
per stand.” 

The official said the 
plates had to be replaced 
by “a rigid and transparent 
plastic material like those 
used at the stadiums of Le 
Havre and Nice”.



Caroline Wozniacki of Denmark hits a return during her women's singles match against Wang Qiang of 
China at the China Open in Beijing on Sunday.

NSF Martyrs’ Memorial Trophy
MONDAY'S MATCHES

Eleven Avengers vs T.T.Y.O A.G at 11 a.m
Kohima Royal Kickers vs Tyrants FC at 12:30 p.m

Zeal Spor ng Club vs Rooster Club, Phesama at 2 p.m
Dimapur District Taekwondo Associa on bagged 8 Gold, 10 Silver and 11 Bronze medals respec vely 
at the recently concluded Nagaland State Taekwondo Championship in Kohima. The team was led by 
Anirudra Panday and Geeta Malakar as team coaches with Amit Choudury and Joyson as team manager.

Arsenal defender Nacho Monreal celebrates with teammates a er scoring the team's first goal during the 
English Premier League game against Brighton at the Emirates Stadium in London on Sunday.
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Wozniacki wobbles on way 
to China Open round two

Verstappen wins in 
Malaysia, Hamilton second

Wenger savours 21st anniversary as Arsenal sink Brighton

South Korea dominates short track World Cup

Rohit's masterful knock gives India 4-1 series win

Race winner Red Bull driver Max Verstappen, le , of the Netherlands sprays teammate and third-placed 
Daniel Ricciardo of Australia with champagne as they celebrate on the podium at the Malaysian Formula 
One Grand Prix in Sepang Interna onal Circuit in Sepang, Malaysia on Sunday.

AP/PTI

Indian batsman Rohit Sharma being congratulated by Captain Virat Kohli a er comple ng his century 
during the 5th ODI cricket match against Australia at Vidarbha Cricket Associa on Stadium, Jamtha, 
Nagpur on Sunday.

PTI

Nagpur, Oct. 1 (PTI): 
Rohit Sharma achieved a 
memorable milestone with 
his classy century as India 
outplayed Australia by sev-
en wickets in the fifth ODI 
to seal the series 4-1 and 
cement their number one 
spot in the ICC rankings.

Rohit (125) and Ajinkya 
Rahane (61) set up the 
comprehensive win with a 
124-run stand, their third 
century stand in a row, 
before the former shared 
a 99-run partnership with 
captain Virat Kohli (39) to 
take the team on the cusp 
of a big victory.

Chasing a modest 243, 
India eventually got home 
in 42.5 overs with Manish 
Pandey hitting the winning 
four.

Rohit not only com-
pleted his 14 ODI ton over 
the course of his masterful 
knock, he also became the 
ninth Indian to reach the 
6000-run mark in ODIs.

The comfortable chase 
complemented the good 
work done by the bowlers, 
who were able to restrict 
Australia to a below par 
242 despite a promising 
start by David Warner (53) 
and Aaron Finch (32).

Left-arm spinner Axar 
Patel stood out among the 
Indian bowlers with figures 
of three for 38 in 10 overs.

With the emphatic se-
ries win, India also avenged 
the 1-4 series defeat the 
last time they played in 
Australia.

India got home rath-
er comfortably but bat-
ting was not easy on the 
newly laid surface which 
became slower as the day 
progressed.

Rohit  and Rahane 
dished out an exhibition of  
sublime strokemaking. On 
display were the delightful 
straight drives, crispy cuts 
and powerful punches off  
the backfoot.

It was Rahane who 

pierced the field early on as 
Rohit took 15 balls to get off  
the mark. But after his first 
two scoring shots, which 
were straight boundaries, 
there was no stopping him.

He mostly played with 
the straight bat and his spe-
cial effort was laced with 10 
fours and three sixes includ-
ing the one he hit to get to 
his hundred.

Rahane was deeply dis-
appointed to get out in the 
23rd over despite his fourth 
successive fifty. He knew 
there was a hundred for 
the taking after all the hard 
work he put in early on. He 
got to play all five games 
in the absence of  Shikhar 
Dhawan and grabbed the 
opportunity with both 
hands.

After Rahane s dismiss-

al, Rohit and Kohli took the 
team closer to the finishing 
line but both perished while 
trying to clear the fence.

Earlier, Australia once 
again failed to build on a 
promising start provided by 
Warner and Finch.

Patel bowled a tidy 
spell, ending with his sec-
ond best figures in ODIs 
while Jaspri t  Bumrah 
(2/51) bounced back bril-
liantly in the death overs 
after leaking 34 runs in his 
first four overs.

India, who gave match 
practice to their reserve 
pacers Umesh Yadav and 
Mohammed Shami -- in 
the previous game, went 
into the middle with a full 
strength squad. 

In the spin department, 
spinner Axar Patel took the 

field alongside Kuldeep Ya-
dav as Yuzvendra Chahal 
was unwell.

Bhuvneshwar Kumar 
was fairly accurate his first 
spell but Bumrah paid the 
price for being erratic.

After starting with a 
maiden, Bumrah was guilty 
of bowling either too full or 
too short as the dangerous 
duo of  Warner and Finch 
took him to the cleaners.

Bumrah ended up leak-
ing 34 runs in his open-
ing spell of  four overs and 
was hit for as many seven 
boundaries.

Finch particularly pun-
ished the usually accurate 
pacer, hitting him for five 
fours including three in a 
row in the eighth over.

Such  was  F inch  s 
onslaught that Australia 

Beijing, Oct. 1 (AFP): 
Caroline Wozniacki had a 
fright against a local favou-
rite in the China Open first 
round on Sunday before 
she composed herself  to go 
through 6-1, 6-7 (4/7), 6-1.

The Dane, ranked six 
in the world, made an early 
exit from the Wuhan Open 
last week, stunned by Maria 
Sakkari of Greece.

She appeared deter-
mined to put that disap-
pointment behind her in 
making a lightning-fast 
start in Beijing, punishing 
China's Wang Qiang in the 

first set.
But if  the fifth seed 

thought she was going to 
have it easy, she was mis-
taken, as the 55th-ranked 
Wang harnessed the sup-
port of  the crowd to fight 
back.

The 25-year-old Wang 
sprang a surprise in taking 
the second set on the tie 
break to level the match.

But former number one 
Wozniacki, the 2010 China 
Open champion, regained 
her poise to seal the decid-
ing set with ease.

The 27-year-old faces 

Anastasia Pavlyuchenkova 
of Russia in round two.

Also through is reign-
ing China Open champion 
Agnieszka Radwanska, 
who defeated the German 
qualifier Carina Witthoeft 
7-5, 6-3.

"When you're defend-
ing so many points it's al-
ways a little more pressure," 
Radwanska said.

"There are no easy 
matches and you're going 
to have to play your best 
game from the first round. 
I'm very happy with a two-
set win."

London, Oct. 1 (AFP): Ar-
sene Wenger celebrated the 
21st anniversary of  his ar-
rival at Arsenal in winning 
style as the Gunners cruised 
to a 2-0 home victory over 
Brighton on Sunday.

There are many rea-
sons for Arsenal fans to 
look back fondly on the 
day Wenger was hired but, 
after several years of under-
achievement, the French-
man finds himself  engaged 
in a fight to restore his tar-
nished reputation.

It is too early to predict 
whether Arsenal can end 
their 13-year wait to win a 
fourth Premier League title 
under Wenger, but there 
were some encouraging 
signs as Brighton were put 
to the sword at the Emirates 
Stadium.

Nacho Monreal opened 
the scoring in the first half  
before Alex Iwobi, con-
verting Alexis Sanchez's 
majestic assist, wrapped up 
the points after the interval.

Arsenal's sixth win from 
their last seven matches 
in all competitions moved 
them to within six points 
of leaders Manchester City 
heading into the interna-
tional break.

F i t t i n g ly,  We n ge r 
marked his milestone date 
with a notable record of  
his own.

Brighton are the 45th 
different Premier League 
club to be defeated by Ar-

reached 60 for no loss in 10 
overs after they had scored 
just 21 in the first five. The 
two big-hitters were once 
again successful in provid-
ing their team a good start 
after Steve Smith won the 
toss and opted to bat for 
third game in a row. Their 
66-run stand came after 
their monumental 231-run 
effort in Bengaluru.

Kohli had to do some-
thing to change the mo-
mentum of  the game and 
he brought in Hardik Pan-
dya as first change. The 
lanky all-rounder struck 
in his second over with 
Finch mistiming a full ball 
to Bumrah at mid-off.

The spin trio of  Patel, 
Kuldeep Yadav (0/48) and 
part- timer Kedar Jadhav 
(1/48) then stemmed the 
flow of runs.

It was also the first time 
Jadhav bowled his full quo-
ta of 10 overs.

Jadhav was impressive 
and besides keeping things 
tight, took the prized wick-
et of Smith, who missed a 
sweep shot to be plumb in 
front, leaving Australia at 
100 for two in the 20th over.

Two quick wickets, 
Warner and Peter Hand-
scomb, followed the cap-
tain s dismissal triggering a 
middle-order collapse and 
undoing the good work 
done by the openers.

However, it was not the 
first time in the series that 
Australia were not able to 
capitalize on a solid start. 
They were sitting pretty at 
100 for one but soon found 
themselves under severe 
pressure on 118 for four in 
the 25th over.

Travis Head (42) and 
Marcus Stoinis (46) stead-
ied the ship with an 87-run 
stand off  112 balls but got 
out just when they looked 
set to push the scoring rate. 
Eventually, the visitors 
could only muster 52 runs 
in the last 10 overs.

senal since Wenger took 
over in 1996, breaking the 
record he shared with Man-
chester United legend Alex 
Ferguson.

Just 64 hours after win-
ning at Belarus's Bate Bor-
isov in the Europa League 
on Thursday, Arsenal were 
back in action and Wenger 
freshened up his side by 
making nine changes.

Wenger  th i s  week 
claimed Arsenal are a more 
unified team since the trans-
fer window closed just after 
their humiliating 4-0 defeat 
at Liverpool.

There was ample evi-
dence to support that theory 

as his team tore into Brigh-
ton right from the start.

Alexandre Lacazette al-
most gave them the perfect 
start after just 65 seconds 
when his fierce drive flashed 
past Albion goalkeeper Mat 
Ryan, only to cannon back 
off  a post.

Albion striker Tomer 
Hemed was serving the first 
of a three-game suspension, 
so Izzy Brown started up 
front and the youngster 
went close with a header 
from Pascal Gross's free-
kick.

That effort aside, it was 
one way traffic as Wenger's 
men left Brighton trailing in 

their wake time and again.
Irrepressible
Sanchez and Iwobi tested 
Ryan from long-range be-
fore Monreal gave Arsenal 
the lead in the 16th minute.

Granit Xhaka's free-kick 
to the far post was headed 
back by Lacazette and after 
Shkodran Mustafi had his 
shot cleared off  the line, 
Monreal chested down and 
fired home from 10 yards.

It was Monreal's first 
league goal for Arsenal 
since March 2013 and the 
Spanish defender celebrated 
with a fist-pumping roar of  
delight.

Solly March nearly si-

Budapest, Oct. 1 (IANS): South 
Korea ruled on the 500m and 
1500m finals of  the Audi ISU 
World Cup Short Track Speed 
Skating 2017-18 with their com-
petitors earning three gold medals 
here. Hungary also won a gold.

In women's 1500m, Min Jeong 
Choi won the gold with 2:33.025 
on Saturday.

She was followed by Canadian 

Kim Boutin (2:33.096), while Aus-
tralian Deanna Lockett (2:33.555) 
took the bronze, reports Xinhua 
news agency. 

In women's 500m, Min Jeong 
Choi also came first with 43.646. 
She was followed by Italian Ari-
anna Fontana (43.868) while an-
other South Korean, Suk Hee Shim 
(43.909) took the bronze. Chinese 
Fan Kexin won women's 500m B 

final with 43.944.
In men's 1500m, Hyo Jun Lim 

from South Korea came first with 
2:14.537, followed by fellow South 
Korean Dae Heon Hwang with 
2:14.616, whereas the bronze med-
al was won by Sjinkie Knegt from 
the Netherlands with 2:14.769. 
Chinese Han Tianyu placed sec-
ond in B final with 2:21.163.

In men's 500m, the gold went 

to Hungarian Sandor Liu Shaolin 
with 41.456, the silver to Hyo Jun 
Lim with 41.557 while the bronze 
to Dae Heon Hwang from South 
Korea. China's Wu Dajing came 
fourth with 41.695.

This is the first Olympic Winter 
Games 2018 qualifying event this 
season. A total of  256 athletes from 
43 countries and regions attend the 
event.

Sepang (Malaysia), Oct. 1 
(Reuters): Red Bull’s Max 
Verstappen gave himself  a 
perfect 20th birthday present 
by winning the last Malay-
sian Grand Prix on Sun-
day, while Lewis Hamilton 
stretched his Formula One 
world championship lead to 
34 points.

Hamilton, who had 
started on pole position, fin-
ished second for Mercedes 
with his Ferrari title rival 
Sebastian Vettel limiting the 
damage by racing from last 
place on the grid to fourth.

Verstappen’s Australian 
team mate Daniel Ricciar-
do, last year’s winner at 
Sepang, finished third.

“Super, super job Max. 
Welcome to being a 20-year-
old. Great start to a new 
decade for you, well done,” 
team boss Christian Horner 
said over the radio after his 
driver took the chequered 
flag 12.7 seconds clear of  
Hamilton. The victory was 
the second of Verstappen’s 
grand prix career, after a first 
in Spain last year, and came 
a day after his birthday.

“Straight away the car 
felt good and I saw Lewis 
was struggling a bit with 
traction... of course he has 
more to lose than me in the 
championship so I went for 

it in turn one,” Verstappen 
said of his overtake on lap 
four.

“And from there on, I 
could do my own race. The 
car was unbelievable. I had 
pace. If  I needed to speed 
up, I speeded up,” he added.

“It’s amazing, a very 
tough race but incredible 
to win.”

Vettel, whose team mate 
Kimi Raikkonen failed to 
start after qualifying second, 
was involved in a bizarre 
collision after the finish 
when the Williams of  Ca-
nadian Lance Stroll ran into 
the back of the Ferrari.

The German’s car was 
badly damaged in the inci-
dent, limping along on three 
wheels, with Vettel then 
hitching a ride back to the 
pits on compatriot Pascal 
Wehrlein’s Sauber. Stewards 
decided to take no further 
action.

“I think he just didn’t 
look,” said Vettel, who set 
the fastest lap of the race, a 
day after he failed to com-
plete a timed lap in qualify-
ing due to an engine issue.
Pace issues for Mercedes
Eighth-placed finisher Stroll 
said he had just been driving 
slowly back to the pit lane: 
“It’s just a very strange in-
cident. It wasn’t intentional 

for either of us,” the 18-year-
old added.

Hamilton now has 281 
points to Vettel’s 247 with 
five races remaining.

“They had the upper 
hand on us today. I feel 
good, but we have some 
work to do with the car. 
We didn’t have the pace this 
weekend. We have to keep 
pushing,” Hamilton said.

Valtteri Bottas continued 
to struggle and finished fifth 
for Mercedes, while Force 
India’s Mexican driver, Ser-
gio Perez, nursing a virus, 
finished sixth.

“I didn’t have any pace, 
that was the main issue. 
When I was trying harder, 
I struggled more. We need 
to get our stuff  together,” 
Bottas lamented. McLaren’s 
Stoffel Vandoorne matched 
the best result of his career 
with seventh place, ahead 
of Stroll and Brazil’s Felipe 
Massa for Williams.

Esteban Ocon took the 
final point for Force India.

Sunday’s race was Ma-
laysia’s last, with organisers 
expecting a record turn-
out for the grand prix since 
it was first hosted by the 
Sepang Circuit in 1999.

The next round will be 
held in Suzuka, Japan on 
October 8.

lenced Arsenal's cheers 
moments later when he 
unleashed a powerful 20-
yard shot that crashed back 
off  a post.

The Gunners should 
have doubled their lead be-
fore half-time when Brigh-
ton defender Lewis Dunk 
slipped, putting Lacazette 
through on goal.

But Lacazette let Brigh-
ton off  the hook with a 
tame shot straight at Ryan, 
while Aaron Ramsey saw 
his low strike repelled by 
the Australian keeper fol-
lowing an incisive Arse-
nal counter. Those misses 
didn't prove a source of re-
gret as Sanchez produced a 
sublime contribution to set 
up Iwobi's first goal since 
January in the 56th minute.

Exchanging passes in a 
blur of movement, Ramsey 
and Lacazette worked the 
ball smoothly into Sanchez 
inside the penalty area.

Faced with three Al-
bion defenders, Sanchez 
knew a shot would be 
blocked, so he instinctively 
guided a back-heel towards 
the unmarked Iwobi, who 
had the simple task of firing 
home from eight yards.

Sanchez was in ir-
repressible mood and it 
took a combined of Dunk 
and Ryan to keep out his 
goal-bound shot, before 
Sead Kolasinac's header 
was cleared off  the line by 
March.


