
Government of India’s interlocutor to Indo-Naga peace talks, RN Ravi (in the middle) with representatives of the working committee of 6 Naga 
national political groups in New Delhi on Wednesday.

Kiyanilie Peseyie 
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Parallel ‘Indo-Naga talks’ begin Kiyanilie Peseyie dies at 76

Gun-battle between NSCN (K) and 
Indian army in Myanmar border 

Citizens' group urges Modi 
govt. to start Kashmir talks 

Naga council says ‘freedom fighters’ fighting for money

Heavy vehicle restricted near Kukidolong bridge

Consultation on proposed Lokayukta Bill 

EastErn Mirror

Dimapur, Sep. 27 (EMN): 
Pouring confusion – and 
uncertainty – all over the 
Indo-Naga political talks, 
the government of  India 
and representatives of  six 
Naga national political 
groups (NNPGs) are said 
to have conducted what 
has been claimed as the 
“first round of  political 
talks” to resolve the “pro-
tracted Indo-Naga political 
issue.”

In a statement issued 
on Wednesday, the work-
ing committee of  the 6 

NNPGs informed that the 
two parties have ‘officially 
began a political dialogue’ 
to resolve the Indo-Naga 
political issue. “The maid-
en round was held at New 
Delhi where RN Ravi, the 
interlocutor of  the Indo-
Naga peace talks met the 
eighteen member delega-
tion led by convener of  
working committee, N Ki-
tovi Zhimomi.

“RN Ravi welcomed 
the delegates and pointed 
out that the moment was 
a historic one for both the 

GOI and the Nagas as the 
effort was aimed towards 
resolving a seventy-year old 
political problem through 
dialogue. He stressed on 
the principle of  equality, 
mutual respect and trust 
for resolving the issue. He 
urged the Naga delegation 
to be realistic and not dwell 
on rhetorics (sic). 

“Pointing out that nei-
ther side can fool the other, 
being frank and brutally 
honest on all contentious 
issues would be in the inter-
est of  both entities. Despite 

the differences, he hoped 
that the GOI and the WC 
would work as partners 
and deliver the best po-
litical solution for both the 
GOI and the Naga peo-
ple,” it stated.

Zhimomi was report-
ed as acknowledging the 
‘commitment and desire’ 
of  Narendra Modi to set-
tle the Indo-Naga issue. 
He also ‘acknowledged 
the wisdom and determi-
nation’ of  Ravi ‘in recog-
nising that the Indo-Naga 
political issue required a 

The young man knows 
the rules, but the old man 

knows the exceptions.

Oliver Wendell Holmes, Sr.

Aerosmith cancels tour dates due 
to Steven Tyler’s health  | P10

Mirror Takes

Nagas are known for their 
hospitality... I insist that you stay 

for a few more days just to be 
saf...e...enjoy our hospitality. 

~ Arien

Series out of grasp, Warner 
looks at positives ahead of 
Ashes  |  P11

    Ex-Thai PM sentenced in absentia 
to five years in prison | P9

comprehensive political 
solution through dialogue 
with all stakeholders as op-
posed to factional solution’, 
it stated. 

“Co-conveners of  
working committee name-
ly: V Nagi, Wangtin Naga, 
Zhopra Vero, Kiumukam 
Yimchunger, Hozheto 
Chophy also supplemented 
the convener in appreciat-
ing the prime minister of  
India and the interlocutor 
for understanding the Na-
gas and the ground reality 
of  present times. Desirous 
of  the next round of  po-
litical dialogue to be held 
in Nagaland, the Naga del-
egation extended invitation 
to the interlocutor RN Ravi 
to Nagaland, which would 
enable the Naga people to 
understand the seriousness 
and commitment of  GOI 
to resolve the vexed issue. 

“The next round of  
talks will be held in Naga-
land next month i.e., Octo-
ber and is expected to touch 
serious and substantive is-
sues. At this crucial stage 
in our turbulent history, the 
working committee (WC) 
of  six NNPGs appeal for 
prayer support and solidar-
ity of  our people,” the state-
ment read. 

EM Bureau
Dimapur, Sep. 27 (EMN): Veteran politi-
cian and sitting MLA of the 8th Western 
Angami assembly constituency, Kiyanilie 
Peseyie of  Jotsoma village passed away 
early Wednesday morning around 2:30 
AM in a private hospital in Dimapur fol-
lowing a prolonged illness. He was 76 and 
is survived by wife Vilekhono, two sons, 
seven daughters and 15 grandchildren. 

Kiyanilie Peseyie was born to Siecha 
and Lhourhino Peseyie of  Jotsoma in the 
year 1941. He did his schooling from Jot-
soma and Dimapur, and graduated from 
Guwahati University in 1970. 

Before joining politics, Peseyie served 
the state government under the depart-
ment of  Excise from 1971 in various posi-
tions till 2003 when he retired voluntarily 
as Additional Commissioner of  Excise. 
He was also known to have served the so-
ciety in various capacities and is associated 
with organizations involving farmers and 
student organizations, the church and the 
field of  education.

Peseyie who entered into electoral poli-
tics in the year 2003, was elected on NPF 
ticket to the 8th Western Angami A/C for 
the last three consecutive terms. He had 
served as the Speaker of  Nagaland Leg-
islative Assembly (NLA) for two tenures 
and later appointed as Minister for Social 
Welfare till recently. 

He was first elected to the 10th Naga-
land Legislative Assembly from 8th West-
ern Angami Assembly Constituency in 
2003 general elections from NPF ticket. 
He became Speaker of  Nagaland Legisla-
tive Assembly in 2003. He won from the 

Dimapur, Sep. 27 (EMN): 
The ‘select committee’ 
appointed by the state 
government to study the 
Lokayukta Bill, 2015, held 
a meeting on Tuesday last 
at Kohima with members 
of  Against Corruption 
and Unabated Taxation 
(ACAUT), and representa-
tives from departments 
concerned.

This was informed 
through a press release is-
sued on Wednesday by leg-
islator, Levi Rengma who 

is also the chairman of  the 
select committee.   

“Elaborate deliberation 
was held on the suggestions 
made by the ACAUT on 
the Bill. On the request of  
the members of  ACAUT, 
the select committee had 
agreed to have one more 
sitting with them. The con-
sultative meeting was very 
cordial and progressive,” it 
informed.

The statement from 
the committee, however, 
did not specify the “sug-

gestions” reported to have 
been made by the ACAUT 
representatives. 

When contacted, 
ACAUT members who 
attended said meeting 
informed that they had 
shared reservations over 
the content of  ‘section 26’ 
of  the proposed Lokay-
ukta Bill for Nagaland. 
This particular section, 
the ACAUT member in-
formed, relates to the 
‘powers and functions’ of  
the Lokayukta. 

Dimapur, Sep. 27 (EMN): The 
Concerned Citizens Group (CCG) 
has asked government of  India to 
name an ‘authorised interlocutor’ 
and begin dialogue on Kashmir with 
the state’s stakeholders as soon as 
possible. 

A statement issued by the group, 
received here Wednesday, noted that 
recent remarks made by the prime 
minister, the home minister, and 
the BJP leadership have indicated 
a ‘positive change in (New Delhi’s) 
policy towards Kashmir’s citizens.’ 
The CCG is led by former Union 
minister, Yashwant Sinha.

“While looking forward to a 
concrete follow up, we would like to 
suggest that in order to operational-
ise the well-intentioned statements 
that have so eloquently been made, it 
is now necessary for the government 
to clearly identify the stakeholders, 
announce the name of  an author-
ized interlocutor, set a timeframe 
for the beginning and conduct of  the 
dialogue process and start it as soon 
as possible. 

“Despite deep scepticism that 
has taken hold of  their minds, the 
encouraging statements by the PM, 
HM and others hold promise for the 
Kashmiris. The present opportunity 
should not be wasted. And, there-
fore, it is our fervent appeal to the 
government to quickly act definitive-
ly on the sentiments expressed in a 
time-bound manner,” the statement 
read.

Besides Sinha, the signatories to 
the statement include air vice mar-
shal (retd.) Kapil Kak, executive 
director of  the Centre for Dialogue 
and Reconciliation Sushobha Barve, 
senior journalist Bharat Bhushan, 
former chairman of  minorities com-
mission Wajahat Habibullah, former 
Union minister Manish Tewari, 
former foreign secretary Nirupama 
Rao, former special secretary to the 
government V Balachandran, writer 
and academic Badri Raina, historian 
and political commentator Ram-
chandra Guha, professor of  political 
science Zoya Hasan and social activ-
ist John Dayal.

Dimapur, Sep. 27 (EMN): In a scath-
ing pronouncement, the Naga Council 
Dimapur (NCD) has declared that “the 
Naga freedom fighter (sic) are not fight-
ing for sovereign (sic), but fighting for 
money.”

The council issued a press state-
ment on Wednesday informing of is-
sues that were discussed during what 
it stated was ‘a joint-coordination’ held 
on September 26 last at Dimapur. Rep-
resentatives of  Naga women hoho Di-
mapur, Dimapur district citizen forum 
(sic) and leaders of  tribe organisations – 
who attended the meeting – resolved ‘in 
one voice’ to condemn the ‘attempt on 
the life’ of  Naga businessman, L Doulo 
and a Naga family by “non-Naga (sic) 
at Chumukedima.”

It stated that there is no ‘justifica-

tion’ to any kind of killing ‘because 
there is no killing that makes sense in 
this civilized world.’ it also asked the 
law-enforcing agencies ‘to deal prompt-
ly and to register criminal cases against 
any such group/ individual making de-
mands, which are accompanied by fear, 
threat, intimidation.’

'Hot-bed of terrorism' 
It also stated that Nagaland is ‘very vul-
nerable to the influx of  illegal migrants 
from Bangladesh’. “...with the in-
creased threat from the ISI in the coun-
try and in the absence of  co-ordinated 
policy and approach in handling illegal 
migrants, the Northeast can become a 
hot bed for terrorism in the country af-
fecting not just the people of  the region 
but the entire country.”  

For strict implementation of the 
ILP restrictions, the NCD suggested 
that the state government should frame 
guidelines “from time to time that in-
ner-line is required to be obtained by 
non-indigenous person for entry in the 
state of  Nagaland.”

‘Lessons from Assam’
“The Naga should listen gently to the 
signals from Assam, (and) Tripura. 
The state of  Assam and (sic) has also 
contributed significantly in causing 
serious internal disturbances in the 
shape of  insurgency of  alarming pro-
portion making the life of  the people 
of  Assam wholly insecure and the 
panic generated thereby has created a 
fear psychosis. 

“The impact is such that it not only 

affect the state of  Assam but it also affect 
its sisters state like Arunachal Pradesh, 
Meghalaya, Nagaland etc. as the route 
to the said places passes through the 
state of  Assam. The unabated influx 
of  illegal migrants of  Bangladesh into 
Assam, Nagaland has led to a percepti-
ble change in the demographic pattern 
of  the state and has reduced the Assa-
mese/Naga people to a minority in our 
own state sooner or later,” it stated. 

The NCD has also lauded New Del-
hi for inviting the ‘working committee’ 
representing 6 Naga political groups to 
formal negotiations. The meeting re-
solved to constitute an action commit-
tee "to deal (with) the life attempt on 
(sic) L Doulo, proprietor (of) M/s Kuda 
Could storage by NSCN-K (members) 
and illegal migrant (sic) issue."

Staff Reporter 
Dimapur, Sep.27 (EMN): In yet another con-
cern for the people, Wednesday’s heavy rain 
washed out one culvert on Dimapur-Kohima 
road near Kukidolong bridge making the traf-
fic movement one-way and not suitable for 
heavy loaded vehicles to ply. 

This information was circulated in social 
media, addressed to the deputy commissioner 
of  Dimapur from the deputy general manager 
of  National Highways and Infrastructure De-
velopment Corporation Limited (Ministry of  
Road Transport and Highways), Dimapur.

“The repairing and restoration process is 
underway and is expected to be completed by 
September 29, 5 pm,” it stated. Restriction on 
movement of  heavy loaded vehicles and regu-
lation of traffic movement has been imposed 
until the restoration process is complete. It 
further requested for deployment of  traffic 
police personnel on site to regulate the traffic 
so that restoration work can be completed at 
the earliest.

New Delhi, Sep. 27 
(IANS): The Indian Army 
on Wednesday said it in-
flicted "heavy casualties" 
on Naga insurgents during 
a firefight along the border 
with Myanmar but clarified 
it was not a surgical strike.

The Army also said that 
its men did not cross the in-
ternational border. Officials 
said the incident occurred 
when a column of the In-
dian Army was fired upon 
by "unidentified insurgents" 
close to the border in east-
ern Nagaland.

But the Nationalist 
Socialist Council of Naga-
land-Khaplang claimed that 
three Indian soldiers were 
killed. The Indian Army's 
Eastern Command denied 
this.

"Reports of casualties 
to Indian Army personnel 
factually incorrect. Firefight 
occurred along Indo-Myan-
mar border at 0445 hrs," the 
Eastern Command said.

"Heavy casualties 
reportedly inflicted on 
NSCN-K cadre. No casual-
ties suffered by Indian Secu-

same constituency in 2008 general election 
and again became Speaker for the second 
time. He became minister after winning 
for the third time in 2013 general election 
from the same constituency. 

Peseyie as the president of  the Com-
monwealth Parliamentary Association 
(CPA), Nagaland CPA Branch and mem-
ber of  the Executive Committee of  CPA, 
had attended the CPA conferences as of-
ficial delegates several times.  

It may be mentioned that under his 
leadership, when he was NLA Speaker for 
the second time, a Joint Legislators’ Fo-
rum (JLF) was formed. All the 59 MLAs, 
with Peseyie as the convenor of  JLF, met 
the then Prime Minister Dr Manmohan 
Singh in 2012 at Delhi and pressed upon 
him to bring early settlement to the Naga 
political issue. 

People remember Peseyie as a God 
fearing man, straightforward and a down-
to-earth person who not only led an exem-
plary life but a leader of  the people. 

 “Kiyanilie was one of  the most trusted 
party legislators who took on responsibili-
ties many others hesitated to take up, and 
performed his duties and responsibilities 
with grace and finesse. A humble person by 
nature, he was a man of  few words but he 
was the personification of  honesty, truth-
fulness and loyalty. In his passing away, I 
have lost a very close political confidante 
and a dear friend,” read a message from Dr 
Shurhozelie Liezietsu. Peseyie had stood 
by Liezietsu during the NPF tussle.

According to family sources, a brief  
send off  programme will be held on Thurs-
day, 8 AM at his family residence in Kuda 
‘A’ Khel, Dimapur, following which, the 
mortal remains will be taken to the native 
village Jotsoma for the final rites.

State funeral on Thursday
Peseyie will be honoured with a state fu-
neral on Thursday at Centenary Com-
pound, Baptist Church Jotsoma, at 1 PM. 
NLA Speaker, Dr Imtiwapang Aier will 
speak on behalf  of  the state government 
at the funeral while chief  secretary Pankaj 
Kumar will lay wreath.

He will be laid to rest after being ac-
corded a ceremonial guard of  honour.

Condolence messages from Rio, Acharya 
and other in Page 2

rity Force," it said.
Later, the Eastern Command said 

the insurgents were "unidentified".
"In the early morning hours, a col-

umn of the Indian Army, while operat-
ing along the Indo-Myanmar border, 
was fired upon by unidentified insur-
gents. Our troops reacted swiftly and 
brought down heavy retaliatory fire on 
the insurgents," it said.

"The insurgents broke contact and 
fled from the spot. As per inputs, a large 
number of casualties were suffered by 
the insurgents. Own troops suffered no 
casualties during the firefight," it said.

India shares a winding 1,643-km 
mostly porous border with Myanmar. 
But there is a regulated movement of  
people up to 16 km on either side.

The NSCN-Khaplang, which unlike 
the NSCN-IM has broken the ceasefire 
pact it earlier signed with New Delhi, is 
known to have bases in Myanmar.

In June 2015, the Indian Army car-
ried out a surgical strike along the India-
Myanmar border on NSCN-Khaplang, 
days after an ambush by terrorists killed 
18 Indian soldiers in Manipur.

The latest incident comes days after 
Prime Minister Narendra Modi's Sep-
tember 5-7 Myanmar visit.

The Commander-in-Chief of De-
fence Services (CDS) of Myanmar, Sen-
ior General Min Aung Hlaing, visited 
India in July while the Commander in 
Chief of Myanmar Navy, Admiral Tin 
Aung San, came to New Delhi earlier 
this month.

Army and NSCN (K) make conflicting 
claims 
Separate statements received here on 
Wednesday evening from the respective 
publicity wings of the NSCN (K) and 
Indian army have made contradicting 
claims. 

According to the NSCN (K), three 
Indian soldiers were killed and several 
injured in a gun battle that lasted for six 
to seven hours. 

“On 27th September, at around 3 
AM, the Naga army belonging to elite 
unit on combat operation along the in-
ternational border detected a hesitant 
column of Indian army coming from 
Khonsa, Arunachal Pradesh side near 
Langkhu village inside Myanmar occu-
pied Naga area which is located around 
10-15 kms away from Indo-Naga-Myan-
mar international border,” stated a press 
release from the outfit’s MIP. 

Firing from close proximity, it stated, 
three Indian soldiers were killed. The 
firing occurred at Langkhu village in 
‘NSDZ Myanmar’, it informed. 

However, a statement from the press 
information bureau (Defence Wing) 
stated that no lives were lost in the firing 
incident. “In the early morning hours 
on 27 September 2017, a column of the 
Indian army while operating along the 
Indo-Myanmar border was fired upon 
by unidentified Insurgents. 

“Own troops reacted swiftly and 
brought down heavy retaliatory fire on 
the insurgents. Thereafter the insurgents 
broke contact and fled the spot. There 
were no casualty (sic) to own troops. It 
is reiterated that no trans-border opera-
tions have been carried out,” the state-
ment read. 

A view of the Dimapur-Kohima highway near 
Kukidolong bridge where a portion of the road collapsed 

following heavy rainfall in the intervening period 
between Tuesday night and Wednesday afternoon.
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NEWS IN BRIEF
DMC to organise mass social work
In commemoration of the 3rd anniversary of the Swa-
chh Bharat Mission, Dimapur Municipal Council (DMC) 
administrator, Moa Sangtam has informed that that will 
be social work on Oct. 2 from 6 to 8 a.m. In this connec-
tion all the colony chairmen and GBs within the DMC 
jurisdiction are requested to send five representatives 
from each colony. All representatives have been asked to 
assemble at City Tower before 6 a.m. positively.

PWHD to organise seminar 
The Pochury Women Hoho Dimapur (PWHD) will be 
organising one day seminar on Sep. 30, 10 a.m. at Po-
chury Baptist Church, Dimapur. All the members have 
been requested to attend in traditional attire positively. 
It also informed that fine will be imposed on absentees. 

KSUD informs
The Khiamniungan Students’ Union Dimapur (KSUD) has 
informed all the colony, college and higher secondary 
representatives to submit the enrollment and member-
ship on Sep. 30 to any of the office bearers. KSUD also in-
formed those students residing without the knowledge 
of the union or without parents in any forms to contact 
the education union secretary at 8794076442 for neces-
sary clarification and registration.  Failing to comply or 
register, the organisation will not be held responsible as 
per the resolution passed down by the executive body.

AYO convenes presidential meet
The Angami Youth Organization (AYO) has convened a 
presidential council meeting on September 30, 11: 30 
a.m. at Bamboo hall, Kisama. All four range presidents 
and general secretaries, and all the Angami village youth 
presidents and general secretaries have been informed 
to compulsorily attend the meeting.  AYO also informed 
that agenda for discussion by any unit are to be submit-
ted 72 hours before the meeting.

CoLA, TGSU coordination meeting
The penultimate third coordination meeting of CoLA, 
TGSU has convened on Sep. 30, 11 a.m. at Tesophenyu 
Community Hall (newly built) for preparation and acti-
vation of the forthcoming 39th General Conference of 
Rengma Students’ Union. All the committees have been 
requested to be present physically to update report and 
progress of respective committee.

GilGal school alumni meet with 
school authority
Alumni of the GilGal School Wokha has convened a 
general body meet along with the school authority on 
Oct. 2, 10 a.m. at the school premises. The meeting has 
been called to form an alumni association and to discuss 
for the forthcoming 25th year anniversary celebration 
of the school.  All the alumni have been requested to 
attend the meeting positively. For more information on 
may contact 9862328361/7005068853.

AEO Kohima convenes meeting 
with political parties
Assistant Election Officer, Kohima, R Toshimeren Aier 
has informed that a meeting with the representatives 
of political parties has been convened on Oct. 3, 11 
a.m. at the Deputy Commissioner’s conference hall. 
The meeting has been called in connection with the 
ensuing special summary revision of photo electoral 
roll. AEO also informed that copy of the draft electoral 
roll will be issued to the recognized political parties dur-
ing the meeting. All the concerned political parties are 
requested to attend the meeting.

ANHTU Wokha new team
All Nagaland Hindi Teachers’ Union (ANHTU), Wokha 
unit has elected new office bearers headed by Konthun-
go Ezung as president and Arenla Ao as general secretary 
on Sep. 23 at Hammok Resort, New Wokha village.

DDCF extends Puja greetings
The Dimapur District Citizens Forum (DDCF) has ex-
tended heartiest Durga Puja greetings to the Hindu 
community of Dimapur on behalf of all tribes and com-
munities of Dimapur on the occasion of Durga Puja. 
DDCF expressed hope that this festival which symbolises 
the victory of good over evil would bring about great 
changes in the society and a new era of unity, peace 
and development.

NMSA general conference
The Nagaland Medical Students’ Association will be 
holding its 22nd General Conference from the Sep. 29 
to Oct. 1 at the Jubilee Memorial Centre, Lerie, Kohima. 
The programme will be graced by the Minister Health 
and Family Welfare Imkong L Imchen, Principal Secretary 
Health and Family Welfare Menukhol John and Principal 
Director Health and Family Welfare Dr. N Bendang Jamir. 
The programme will be attended by delegates from dif-
ferent institutes, senior doctors and well-wishers.

Lost and found 
The Sovima Village Youth Organisation (SVYO) has found 
an unattended Bajaj Pulsar 150CC (blue colour) bear-
ing Reg. No. AS 09D9599, Engine No. DHZCFF20671 
and Chasis No. MD2A11CZ7F45361 on Sep. 17 evening 
at Sovima Village. Rightful owner have been asked to 
claim with proper document before Sep. 30. One may 
contact SVYO president and information secretary at 
9856247309 and 8413075226 respectively.

WEATHER FORECAST IN OTHER DISTRICTS 
Max Min DP RH RF

WOKHA 23.8 19.6 19.1 84 8.4

ZBT 21.5 17.3 19.5 95 NIL

MON 30 23 21.6 90 NIL

TUENSANG 23 18 19.4 89 2.1

MKG 26 20.2 19.4 75 NIL

PHEK 26.8 19.8 20.5 91 Nil

KIPHIRE 28 20.6 22.2 92 NIL

SECHÜ ZUBZA 27.5 21 22.9 83 6

LONGLENG 18 17 14.7 81 Nil

TSEMINYU 24.8 20.2 21.6 88 6

JALUKIE 27 19 20.7 65 20

MANGKOLEMBA 32 25.4 26.9 90 NIL

*Dew Point (DP) *Relative Humidity (RH) * Rainfall (RF)

Source: Department of Soil & Water Conservation, Nagaland 

Governor: Governor PB Acharya has 
expressed sadness at the untimely demise 
of  Kiyanilie Peseyie, MLA representing 
8-Western Angami Constituency who 
passed away on Sep. 27 in Dimapur.

In a condolence message addressed 
to Mrs. Vilekhono Peseyie, governor said 
that the contributions made by Peseyie 
for the welfare of  the people of  Nagaland 
as a Member of  the Nagaland Legislative 
Assembly from 2003 till date and as a two 
time Speaker of  NLA, one time Minister 
for Social Welfare Department & Parlia-
mentary Affairs and also as State Excise 
Department official, will be remembered 
forever. In his demise, Acharya expressed 
that the people of  Nagaland have lost a tall 
and prominent leader.

Governor conveyed his heartfelt con-
dolence to the members of  the bereaved 
family and prayed to Almighty God to 
grant strength and solace to bear the ir-
reparable loss.

Rio: MP Lok Sabha Niephiu Rio 
has expressed shocked and grieve at the 
demise of  MLA Kiyanilie Peseyie, who 
passed away at Zion Hospital, Dimapur on 
Wednesday morning.

In a message to Mrs. Vilekhono Peseyie 
and family, Rio said Peseyie was a tall 
leader who was renowned for his simplic-
ity and humility, a man of  integrity and 
strong moral character, who stood firmly 
by the principles.

Rio said “from an early age he joined 
government service and gave the best years 
of  his life in serving the government. He 
was a dedicated and committed officer and 
took retirement with an exemplary and 
unblemished service career. He made posi-
tive contributions and served the State with 
dedication during some of  the most diffi-
cult periods in our history. On retirement, 
he joined active politics and was a dignified 
statesman who had a distinguished career 
till his last breath. He was elected as an 
MLA from Western Angami AC and ably 
lived up to his illustrious predecessors. He 
served as Speaker of  the Nagaland Legis-
lative Assembly for two consecutive terms 
and was a Minister during my three ten-
ures as Chief  Minister. He was a Speaker 
who set new benchmarks in conduct of  
the House under a spirit of  decorum and 
discipline. He chaired the proceedings of  
the House with utmost decency with a 
deep respect for Members irrespective of  
political affiliation. He was always neutral, 
bipartisan and non-controversial in his 
dealings and decisions.”

Under his leadership, the MP said 
Nagaland Legislative Assembly broke new 
ground and created history by institution 
of  the Joint Legislators Forum (JLF) cut-
ting across political party lines. The JLF 
strongly facilitated the Indo-Naga peace 
process and Peseyie in his capacity as con-
venor, walked the extra mile in our collec-
tive endeavour to find a peaceful solution. 
He remained committed to this cause till 
his last day, the message added.

Rio expressed that his contributions 
and sacrifices for the people are significant 
and he has positively impacted lives in 
a progressive manner and his footprints 
will remain to be seen and will stay in 
the minds of  the people for a long time 
to come.

The MP said “Keyanielie was also 
amongst my strongest supporters and most 
loyal colleagues in all my three tenures as 
chief  minister. As speaker he provided 
praiseworthy leadership and as a minister 
he was a contributing and trusted adviser 
and cabinet colleague. I had the pleasure 
and privilege to work with him for over 
twelve years and I will remain forever 
grateful to him for his loyalty, friendship 
and counsel during our long years of  asso-
ciation especially during my three tenures 
as Chief  Minister.”

“Naga society, particularly the Angami 
community, has lost a true son of  the soil 
– one of  the last remnants of  a generation 
of  Naga elders whose contributions to the 
uplift and welfare of  the Nagas can never 
be forgotten nor be replaced. He still had 
many contributions to make for our people, 
however we can draw satisfaction from the 
fact that his legacy will be remembered for 
generations to come,” the message added.

Rio along with his family conveyed 
deepest condolences to the bereaved fam-
ily and prayed to Almighty God to let his 
soul rest in eternal peace and grant strength 
and solace to all his loved ones and well 
wishers especially the people of  Western 
Angami region. 

SC Jamir: Governor Odisha Dr. SC 
Jamir is grieved by the passing away of  
Kiyanilie Peseyie. Jamir said Peseyie was a 
tall leader who remained a strong regional-
ist till his demise. The world is a temporary 
theatre for all human beings but one’s life 
is measured by his or her deeds during this 
short stay, the condolence message added.

Jamir also said “he was a committed 
and dedicated politician whose sole aim 
was to serve the people, and rendered his 
service for the welfare of  the Naga society 
and his passing away is a great loss to the 
Naga society. The void created by his death 
will be difficult to fill up.” 

Jamir along with his wife conveyed 
heartfelt condolences to the bereaved fam-
ily and all the well wishers and prayed for 
the soul to rest in peace. 

Y Patton: Home Minister Y Patton 
expressed shock at the passing away of  
former Speaker of  Nagaland Legislative 
Assembly and Minister Kiyanilie Peseyie 
on Wednesday morning at the Zion Hos-
pital, Dimapur. He was 69.

In a message Patton said “he was first 
elected to the 10th Nagaland Legislative 
Assembly from 8th Western Angami As-
sembly Constituency in 2003 General elec-
tion from NPF Ticket. He became Speaker 

of  Nagaland Legislative Assembly in 2003. 
He won from the same Constituency in 
2008 General election and again became 
Speaker for the second time. He became 
minister after winning for the third time 
in 2013 General election from the same 
constituency.”

The home minister also mentioned that 
he still remember how he as convener of  
the Joint Legislators’ Forum (JLF) led all 
the legislators from Nagaland to Delhi and 
met Prime Minister Dr. Manmohan Singh 
and leader of  opposition in Lok Sabha and 
other key political leaders urging them to 
expedite the Naga peace process for an 
early settlement. “It was one of  the biggest 
steps Naga legislators did towards pushing 
the Naga peace process for an early solu-
tion under his leadership as convener,” he 
added.

Patton also said as speaker, his conduct 
of  the assembly businesses was always 
impartial and he keeps cordial relationship 
with all the members of  the house. 

Patton expressed that in his death the 
Naga people have lost a visionary and prin-
cipled Naga leader and the void created by 
his untimely death will be difficult to fill. 

Patton along with his wife conveyed 
heartfelt condolences to the bereaved fam-
ily members and pray to Almighty Lord to 
grant them strength at this hour of  grief  
and also peace for departed soul.

Dr. Shürhozelie Liezietsu: 
The Naga People’s Front president and 
MLA Dr. Shürhozelie Liezietsu expressed 
shock over the sudden demise of  Kiyanilie 
Peseyie early Wednesday morning at Di-
mapur.

In a message, Dr. Liezietsu said “I was 
aware that he was not keeping good health 
for some time now, but didn’t realise about 
the seriousness of  his ailment.”

Describing Peseyie as a sincere and 
dedicated party man and one of  the 
most trusted party legislators who took 
on responsibilities many others hesitated 
to take up and performed his duties and 
responsibilities with grace and finesse, 
Liezietsu said the departed leader had been 
the embodiment of  integrity and dignity.

“A humble person by nature, he was a 
man of  few words but he was the personifi-
cation of  honesty, truthfulness and loyalty. 
Approachable by young and old alike, he 
was dearly loved by all who had the oppor-
tunity of knowing him. His popularity with 
his constituents is clearly shown by the ease 
with which he got himself  elected three 
consecutive times ever since he retired from 
government service and joined electoral 
politics by public demand in 2003,” the 
message stated.

In his passing away, Liezietsu said he 
have lost a very close political confidante 
and a dear friend and Nagas in general 
have lost a towering leader whose absence 
would be sorely felt by all cutting across 
political affiliations.

He conveyed heartfelt condolences to 
the bereaved family members on behalf  of  
his family and the rank and file of  the NPF, 
and prayed that the Almighty grant them 
solace and comfort in their time of  grief.

CL John: MLA CL John is shocked 
over the sudden demise MLA , former 
speaker and ex-minister, Kiyanielie Pe-
seyie, on Sep. 27 at Zion Hospital Di-
mapur.

In a condolence message john said 
“Late Kiyanielie Peseyie, have represented 
Western Angami Assembly Constituency 
and had served on various capacity as 
Speaker and Minister with a variety of  
portfolios under Nagaland Legislative 
Assembly. Prior to his entering into active 
politics, he had served in the state govern-
ment, church activities, etc under different 
capacities. During his short span of  life, 
committed Christian believer and he had 
proved a man of principle and undoubtedly 
one of  the sincere, hardworking and bon-
afide citizen as well as one of  a competent 
government servant and officer, dedicated 
and able political and public leader in his 
own capacity with integrity and vast wis-
dom.”

John lamented that it would be very 
difficult to fill the vacuum caused by his 
premature death and his service to the 
Angami community in particular and to 
Nagas in general. 

Further, John also expressed that his 
untiring voluntary services to society and 
individual will be remembered by one and 
all. While he shares his deepest sorrow and 
sympathy with the bereaved family in this 
hour of  grief, John prayed to Almighty 
God to grant peace and solace to the de-
parted soul.  

G Kaito Aye: Minister of  National 
highways and Political Affairs G Kaito Aye 
expressed sadness at the untimely demise 
of  MLA Kiyanilie Peseyie,  on Sep. 27 at 
Zion Hospital, Dimapur. 

In a message, Aye said “he was a hum-
ble and God-fearing leader who always 
strived for the betterment of  the society. He 
was one among the senior members in the 
12th Nagaland Legislative Assembly and a 
very experienced and a great leader. In his 
two term stint as Speaker of Nagaland Leg-
islative Assembly, he upheld the sanctity of  
the office of  the Speaker and maintained 
the decorum of  the house to its best.”

In his untimely demise, John said peo-
ple of  the 8th Western Angami in particu-
lar and the Nagas have lost a very capable 
and distinguished leader. 

John prayed for solace to the bereaved 
family and the departed soul to rest in 
peace.

Wangyuh Konyak: Former MP 
Lok Sabha W Wangyuh Konyak expressed 
shock at the demise of  MLA Keyanelie 
Peseyie, on Sep. 27 at Dimapur. 

In a message, Konyak said Peseyie was 
a man of  principle, simplicity and God 

fearing. 
“He had served the people of Nagaland 

as senior Additional Commissioner of  
Excise and as speaker Nagaland Legisla-
tive Assembly for two terms and minister. 
Through his deeds he had set an example 
to the younger generation. Though he is no 
more with us physically his deeds will al-
ways be remembered in the days to come” 
the message read.

Konyak and family conveyed con-
dolences to the bereaved family and the 
prayed that Almighty God comfort the 
bereaved family and the departed soul to 
rest in peace.

AYO: The Angami Public Organisation 
(APO) expressed its profound grief  and 
sorrow at the passing away of  Kiyaneilie 
Peseyie.

APO conveyed heartfelt condolences to 
the bereaved family. 

In a message APO said “he was a 
prominent leader of  the Naga people, an 
honest man, truthful man who stood by his 
words. He guided APO with his knowledge 
and experience and the void created by his 
demise will be difficult to fill. As we bid 
farewell to our Leader may we be humbled 
by the simplicity and truthful nature of  his 
and may we continue his good works to 
honour his memory.”

APO further prayed to the Almighty 
God to grant peace and comfort to the 
bereaved family and the departed his soul 
to rest in peace.

CPO: Chakhroma Public Organisation 
(CPO) is shocked at the sudden demise of  
Kiyaneilie Peseyie. The CPO said “he was 
a strong pillar, not only for the Angamis 
but of  the whole Nagas. He as a leader 
have lived and done his part for humanity. 
His contributions to our society in different 
fields will be ever cherished.” 

The CPO mourned the death of  the 
departed leader and prayed that, may God 
Almighty give solace and peace to the be-
reaved family at this time of  hardship and 
the departed soul to rest in eternal peace.

WAYO: The Western Angami Youth 
Organisation (WAYO) is shocked and 
deeply saddened by the sudden demise of  
former Speaker and MLA KiyaniliePe-
seyie, on Sep. 27. 

In a message WAYO said Peseyie was 
an upright and straight forward person, a 
benevolent father figure for the Western 
Angami Youth Organisation. 

The youth organisation lamented that 
in his WAYO has lost a great leader and a 
friend of  the youth.

WAYO conveyed its deepest condo-
lences to the family and dear ones and 
prayed that the God Almighty grant them 
solace and strength and also the departed 
soul to rest in eternal peace.

WAPO: The Western Angami Public 
Organization (WAPO) expressed shock 
and sadness at the sudden demise of  
former Speaker and MLA Kiyaneilie 
Peseyie. 

“As the sitting MLA representing the 
8th Western Angami Assembly constitu-
ency and a dependable elder of  our area, 
his departure from this earth is a great loss 
and has created a huge vacuum. He was an 
advisor to the Planning and Development 
Committee of  the WAPO, and his contin-
ued and unflinching supports to various 
programmes and initiatives of  WAPO had 
been generously encouraging, progressive 
and equally tremendous,” the condolence 
message stated.

On behalf  of  the people of  the Western 
Angami, WAPO conveyed heartfelt con-
dolences to the bereaved family members 
and prayed for the departed soul rest in 
heavenly peace.

ASU: The Angami Students’ Union 
(ASU) has also expressed sadness at the 
sudden and untimely demise of  former 
Speaker and Minister and MLA Kiyaneilie 
Peseyie. The union in a message said Pe-
seyie was known for his abled statesman-
ship as a politician and a tall father figure. 

ASU extended condolences and sym-
pathy to the bereaved family members 
and dear ones and offered prayer for the 
departed soul and family members.

NCSU: The Nagaland Contractors’ & 
Suppliers’ Union (NCSU) expressed shock 
over the demise of  Former Speaker and  
MLA Keyanilie Peseyie, “who dedicated 
his best services to the people of  Naga-
land.”

NCSU expressed that in his Nagas have 
lost a dynamic leader and the vacuum cre-
ated can never be filled yet the legacy he left 
behind will remain with us. 

The NCSU conveyed heartfelt condo-
lences to his wife and children and prayed 
that Almighty God grant them solace and 
strength and eternal rest in peace to the 
departed soul.

ENPO: The ENPO is grieved to hear 
about the sudden demise of  Kiyanilie Pe-
seyie MLA, former speaker and minister at 
Zion Hospital Dimapur on Sep. 27.

ENPO said Peseyie was one of  the 
prominent political leaders and a great 
human being who had dedicated his life 
working for the welfare of  the people of  
Nagaland, and all people who knew him 
greatly respected him. 

It also expressed that his contributions 
and sacrifices during his leadership for 
the development and uplift of  the people 
of  Nagaland will be remembered by all. 
ENPO added that in his death, Nagas have 
lost a visionary, devoted and great leader.  

Further, the ENPO convey heartfelt 
condolences to the bereaved family mem-
bers and prayed to Almighty God to grant 
strength and solace to overcome this hour 
of  grieving and also the departed soul to 
rest in peace.

TSUD: Tenyimi Student’s Union Di-
mapur (TSUD) has expressed shock and 
sadness at the demise of  MLA Kiyaneilie 
Peseyie.

TSUD said Peseyie was one of  the 
most sincere leaders not only in politics, 
but in every field and added that losing 
a great leader like him has created a big 
vacuum for the Tenyimi people and Nagas 
in general. The TSUD conveyed condo-
lences to the family members. 

KDCC: The Kohima District Con-
gress Committee (KDCC) is shocked to 
at the sudden demise of  MLA Kiyaneilie 
Peseyie, on Sep.

KDCC said “Peseyie was a man of  
words and a tall leader in politic who 
won three times consecutively from the 
constituency and served as speaker and 
cabinet minister.” 

The committee expressed that his death 
has caused irreparable loss to the Angami 
community and to the Kohima district in 
particular and also the Nagas in general, 
who was looked upon as an elderly sea-
soned leader. 

KDCC prayed to Almighty to grant 
solace and strength to the bereaved family 
at this momnet of  grief  and sorrow and 
also offered prayer to the departed. 

AIFSO: All India Freedom Fighters 
and Successors Organization (AIFSO) ex-
pressed shock at the sudden and untimely 
demise of  MLA Keyaneile Peseyie.  “In his 
sudden death we have lost a great and true 
leader of  the Angamis and Nagas in gen-
eral. The vacuum created by his death will 
be difficult to fill up in the near future,” the 
message conveyed.  AIFSO prayed that the 
Almighty God give solace to the bereaved 
family members.

NPCC: NPCC President K Therie 
is saddened by the demise of  MLA and 
former Speaker Kiyanilie Peseyie. 

In a message Therie said Peseyie was 
an honest and faithful government servant 
and leader who continuously worked for 
the uplift of  the people. 

Therie expressed that it was a sad loss 
for not only the bereaved family members 
but also to the community and state.

All rank and file of  the NPCC along 
with its president conveyed condolences to 
the bereaved family members and prayed 
that the Almighty God comfort them and 
also the departed soul to rest in peace. 

NPF Central Youth Wing: 
The NPF central youth wing has mourned 
the sudden demise of  MLA Kiyanilie 
Peseyie, former Speaker and Minister and 
‘officially recognized Chief  Whip of  NPF 
(Dr. Shürhozelie Liezietsu) on Sep. 27.

The youth wing said Peseyie’s untimely 
demise has brought immense loss to the 
party and the Nagas, at a crucial time when 
his presence was much needed. It also ex-
pressed that his staunch regionalism and 
firm commitment to the NPF party will 
be acknowledged and appreciated by all.

At this hour of  grief  and sadness, the 
Central Youth wing shares pain and sor-
row with the family members. “With high-
est honour we salute to our tall leader as we 
bid farewell, we prays to God Almighty to 
grant solace and comfort to the bereaved 
families. May the departed soul rest in 
eternal peace,” the message added.

NPF Minority Wing:  Presi-
dent NPF Minority Wing Central Bishnu 
Bhattacharjee on behalf  of  all the mem-
bers extended deepest condolence to the 
demise of  former nla speaker , minister 
and present MLA Keyaneilie Peseyi, who 
passed away at Zion Hospital, Dimapur on 
Sep. 27. The minority wing offered prayer 
to the departed soul to rest in peace. It also 
expressed that “he will be remembered in 
the heart of  people of  Nagaland for his im-
mense contribution as dynamic politician 
and honest social worker.”

NPF Dimapur division: The 
NPF Dimapur Division condoled the un-
timely demise MLA and Former Speaker 
NLA Kiyaneilie Peseyie on Wednesday 
morning at Zion Hospital, Dimapur. 

The division said Peseyie was a dedi-
cated and trusted leader loved by all the 
people. “He remained a staunch regional-
ist till he breathed his last. In his demise it 
was not only a loss to his community but 
also a great loss for the Naga people,” the 
message added. NPF Dimapur Division 
prayed that the Almighty God give strength 
and courage to bear the loss and grand 
solace to the grieving family.

State BJP:  The State BJP has con-
doled the untimely demise of  former 
Speaker and Minister Social Welfare & 
Parliamentary Affairs and MLA Kiyanilie 
Peseyie, on Sep, 27 at Dimapur. 

“His long innings in the state politics 
have left a mark in the development of  par-
liamentary politics in the state and helped 
usher in a long era of  DAN government. 
Serving the state in different capacities of  
the government, Shri Kiyanelie had been 
a strong pillar of  democratic values and 
practices” the condolence message stated.

 The party president, Visasolie Lhoun-
gu expressed that his untimely demise has 
left a dent in the state politics and added 
that his contributions shall be remembered. 
The State BJP prayed for the departed soul 
and his family.

LJP: The Lok Janshakti Party, Naga-
land has condoled the untimely demise 
of  Kiyanilie Peseyie. In a message, LJP 
said Peseyie was a dedicated and humble 
leader. The party lamented that his demise 
was a great loss for the Nagas and created 
a huge vacuum. The LJP offered prayers 
and wishes to the bereaved family and the 
departed. 
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Proprietor of Lalhou’s Homestay, 
Kigwema village, Mezhüsieno 
Beio sharing her experiences 
at the World Tourism Day at 
Kohima on September 27.

Amenba Yaden is seen cleaning the toilet of GHSS Tuli town in 
observance of Swachta Hi Sewa on September 27.

Richard Belho

EM Images

Commandant and personnel of 173 CRPF along with AAI officials 
pose for group photo after the cleanliness drive at Dimapur 
Airport on September 27.

(Inset) T Nchumbemo Odyuo, Additional Deputy Commissioner Bhandari seen speaking on road safety 
awareness. Also seen in the picture are participants taking a pledge on road safety.

NPCC president appeals to elect right candidates
Dimapur, Sep. 27 (EMN): 
President of  Nagaland 
Pradesh Congress Com-
mittee (NPCC), K Therie, 
has urged the public to vote 
for candidates who could 
best deliver the aspirations 
of  the electorates, while 
he also cautioned against 
selling their votes in any 
form stating a government 
elected with such means 
will have no obligation or 
conscience to deliver the 
welfare of  the people.

Therie said this in his 
speeches during the NPCC 
district tour to Tobu, Tu-
ensang, Kiphire, Phek and 
Pfütsero towns from Sep-
tember 22 to 27.

Therie urged the people 
to read and understand the 
election manifestoes of  the 
various political parties and 
vote for the candidate rep-
resenting such party which 
assures to best deliver the 
aspirations of  the elector-
ate. Stating that candidates 
are the most crucial factor 
for the electorates in the 
local context, he empha-
sised the need for a change 
while deciding to vote as it 
is the political party which 

will form the government 
and be accountable to the 
people to deliver the com-
mitments which have won 
their mandate.

Touching upon the 
clean election campaign 
as initiated by NBCC, he 
urged the people to refuse 
selling their votes in any 
form stating a government 
elected with such means 
will have no obligation or 
conscience to deliver the 
welfare of  the people. 

Saying that all the 
MLAs joined the NPF led 
BJP-DAN government to 
create an oppositionless 
government and indulge in 
absolute corruption, The-
rie said the districts have 
not seen any development 
since the Congress’ days 
and slammed the present 
government for being un-
able to maintain the infra-
structure created during 
Congress time. In order 
to eliminate corruption, 
he said the Congress will 
project God-fearing candi-
dates to constitute a God-
fearing government.

Therie also alleged that 
the present MLAs do not 

believe in development and 
welfare but money alone 
to win votes. This, he said, 
is the reason that commis-
sions, percentages, bogus 
bills and bribes have be-
come the norm today.

Urging the people not 
to fear money power as it 
will no longer be the fac-
tor, Therie said the fight 
will be between the BJP 
and secular alliance of  
Congress plus 16 political 
parties which will go to 
polls to remove the com-
munal BJP from office and 
re-establish the democratic 
and secular fabric of  the 
nation. He also said the 
movement of  Modi’s oust-
er has begun and exuded 
confidence that Rahul 
Gandhi will be the next 
Prime Minister of  India.

Also rueing that the 
present system of govern-
ance has been completely 
centralised with work or-
ders issued in Kohima and 
payments made in Kohima 
and Dimapur, Therie said 
given the opportunity, Con-
gress government would 
decentralise governance to 
the lowest levels and give 

the responsibility to the im-
plementing agencies. 

Speaking in Tobu 
town, Therie said Congress 
would provide pre-deter-
mined prices for agricultur-
al produce to protect farm-
ers from variable market 
elements and thereby bene-
fit from the assured returns. 
He also assured creation of  
cold storages at strategic lo-
cations for increasing shelf  
life of  the produce and cre-
ation of  value addition and 
marketing mechanisms. 

He also highlighted 
other assurances con-
tained in the NPCC Road-
map like 100 days wages 
to job card holders under 
MGNREGA, State road 
category elevation from 
‘C’ Grade to ‘B’ Grade for 
timely repair and main-
tenance, cashless health 
cards to ensure health for 
all, development of  infra-
structure and basic ameni-
ties, besides others. 

Speaking in Tuensang 
town, former MLA and 
NPCC vice president, 
Shami Angh urged the 
electorates to change the 
trend and consciously vote 

for the party which assures 
clean governance, develop-
ment and welfare to the 
people. He also highlighted 
the danger of  communal-
ism and intolerance perpe-
trated by the BJP against 
Christians and other mi-
nority communities across 
the nation.

NPCC general secre-
tary, Jonathan Ao, while 
alleging corrupt practices 
of  the NPF led BJP-DAN 
government, said the man-
date of  the people has been 
betrayed with no develop-
ment reaching the people. 
Alleging rampant corrup-
tions, he appealed the pub-
lic to vote consciously. 

Also addressing the 
public meetings, Capt. 
GK Zhimomi, NPCC gen-
eral secretary, said people 
should not sell their birth-
right during elections to 
live in ruin for 5 years. 

Others who addressed 
the public meetings includ-
ed Shaboh Konyak, former 
MLA and NPCC secre-
tary; N Lucy, president 
NPMCC; and Vilhous-
ielie Kengruse, president 
NPYC.

Wokha deliberates on road safety measures

Swachhta Hi Sewa observed in Tuli

NVCO demands Lokayukta in State

Homestay gives more authentic cultural experience: Beio

‘Regulate mechanism to curb illegal immigrants’

Our Correspondent
Wokha, Sep. 27 (EMN): 
With increasing reports of  
road accidents claiming 
precious lives on daily basis 
partly due to reckless driv-
ing, vehicle users and public 
are advised to be more cau-
tious as vehicles were made 
more sophisticated with the 
advanced technology mak-
ing it more prone to acci-
dent compounded by bad 
road conditions in the State.

This concern was high-
lighted at the road safety 
awareness programme, or-
ganised by the Motor Ve-
hicles Department at Ham-
mock Resort, Wokha, on 
September 27 on the theme 
‘Time for action.’

Speaking on the oc-
casion, T Nchumbemo 
Odyuo, Additional Deputy 
Commissioner, Bhandari, 
and chief  guest, urged the 
gathering to be more cau-
tious as vehicles were made 
more sophisticated with 
the advancement of  tech-
nologies and also made 
more venerable to more ac-
cidents while comparing to 
the conditions of  the state 
roads. While reminding 
the values of  human lives, 
he advised the citizens to 
be more alert to avoid un-
wanted eventualities, add-
ing aftermath of  incidents 

will never justify.
He has attributed loss 

of  innocent human lives 
to reckless driving and dis-
respect to laws. He urged 
the people handling the 
machines and pedestrians 
on the roads to be more 
careful.

Sharing codes and 
measures to avoid acci-
dent, he has suggested use 
of  seat belts and urged 
drivers to concentrate on 
the road as well to avoid 
drinking while driving 
and to respect the authori-
ties in obeying sign boards 
and signals which are duly 
done for public safety. He 
has also cautioned against 
using cell phone while driv-
ing and ensuring a safe dis-
tance during wet weather 
to avoid eventualities.

He has also suggested 
following ethics of driving, 
the use of lights require-
ments during night and to 
check the lights signal regu-
larly as well as to ensure 
overtaking on appropriate 
speed, time and area. He 
also advised drivers to use 
sophisticated vehicles as per 
condition and to value life.

Elias T Lotha, Trans-
port Commissioner, in his 
keynote address, stated 
that human has less civic 
sense and have no respect 

to fellow being. Stating that 
roads belong to all includ-
ing temporary vegetables 
vendors on road sides, he 
asked road commuters to 
be alert. 

He also urged to incul-
cate the feeling of  respects 
and show concern for our 
fellow people. He also ex-
pressed dismay with the 
departments for the ram-
pant issuing of  driving li-
cences without proper veri-
fication.

Myamo Jami, District 
Transport Officer, Wokha, 
made a power point pres-
entation on road safety 
initiatives, while K Edward 
Ngullie, School Adminis-
trator and social worker, 
spoke on citizens’ perspec-
tive on road safety. He has 
suggested intensive aware-
ness programmes involv-
ing schools and colleges, 
workshop/seminars for 
commercial and passenger 
drivers on road safety and 
driving ethics.

The programme was 
attended by representa-
tives from district admin-
istrator, police depart-
ment, ACVA Wokha unit, 
ANTA Wokha unit, Lotha 
Hoho, Lotha Youth Hoho, 
and Lotha Students’ Un-
ion, GB’s from Wokha and 
Longsa villages.

Dimapur, Sep. 27 (EMN): 
While supporting the Au-
gust 25 resolution of  the 
ACAUT rally, Nagaland 
Voluntary Consumers’ Or-
ganisation (NVCO) has 
demanded the State govern-
ment to summon a special 
session to pass the Lokay-
ukta Bill 2017 and termi-
nate all backdoor appoint-
ments made post June 6, 
2016.

NVCO has urged the 
State government to pass 
the Lokayukta Bill 2017 to 
check all forms of  corrup-
tions, mismanagement and 
siphoning of  public funds 
and immediately terminate 
all backdoor appointments 
made after June 6, 2016.

Recalling the ACAUT 
rally held in Kohima on 
October 31, 2014, NVCO 
president and convenor of  

ACAUT Nagaland (legal 
cell), Kezhokhoto Savi, stat-
ed that one of  its resolutions 
was the demand to the State 
government constitute anti-
corruption ombudsman 
called Nagaland Lokayukta 
Act to be passed in assem-
bly during the winter ses-
sion 2014 and to give teeth 
to Nagaland Lokayukta and 
to set up a CBI branch office 
in the State. 

NVCO had also submit-
ted a representation to the 
chief  minister on May 11, 
2017, with a demand to set 
up Lokayukta in Nagaland 
considering the present sce-
nario of  corruption in Na-
galand. 

The word Lokayukta is 
derived from Sanskrit which 
means “appointed by the 
people.” It is an anti-corrup-
tion ombudsman organisa-

tion in the Indian states and 
the origin could be trace 
back to the ombudsman in 
Scandinavian countries. It 
is an anti-corruption act or 
considered as a watchdog 
to pinpoint the wrong do-
ing of  the administration, 
to look into the complaint 
of  the people and to suggest 
measures to improve the ef-
fectiveness and efficiency of  
the government. 

As corruption in public 
life is a gross violation of  
human rights, Kezhokhoto 
Savi has urged the State 
government to set up 
Lokayukta in order to curb 
corruption in an independ-
ent manner by not allow-
ing the State government 
in granting of  ‘prosecution 
sanction’ to dilute the pow-
erful functions of  the insti-
tution in true sense.

173 CRPF organises SHS

Dimapur, Sep. 27 
(EMN): Committing to 
playing an important role 
in the national endeavour 
that will inculcate lasting 
behavioural change in so-
ciety towards cleanliness, 
personnel of  173 Bat-
talion CRPF conducted 
a cleanliness drive at Di-
mapur Airport on Sep-
tember 27.

The cleanliness drive 
was undertaken as part of  

Swachhata Hi Sewa (SHS) 
fortnight observance.

Commandant of  173 
Bn CRPF along with 
officers and men of  the 
unit enthusiastically took 
part in the cleanliness 
drive. The staff  of  Air-
port Authority of  India 
(AAI), Dimapur, led by 
its Director R Venkata 
Chalapathy and CISF 
jawans also joined the 
cleanliness drive. 

Our Correspondent
Mokokchung, Sep. 27 
(EMN): Swachhta Hi 
Sewa (cleanliness is serv-
ice), a campaign started 
with a vision to keep Tuli 
town clean, was kicked 
off  by Amenba Yaden, 
parliamentary secretary of  
Industries and Commerce, 
NIDC, at Government 

Higher Secondary School, 
Tuli town.

In a short speech, Ya-
den thanked all the vol-
unteers and students of  
GHSS Tuli, who turned up 
to be part of  the cleanliness 
mission. He also advised 
them to become ambassa-
dors for cleanliness for the 
betterment of  the society 

Our Correspondent
Kohima, Sep. 27 (EMN): 
Sharing her six years expe-
rience as a host of  Lalhou’s 
Homestay in Kigwema vil-
lage, Mezhüsieno Beio, a 
young entrepreneur, said 
homestay offer travellers an 
alternative and affordable 
place to stay and presents 
an unrivalled opportunity 
for genuine cultural ex-
change and gives a more 
authentic cultural experi-
ence.

Speaking at the World 
Tourism Day in Kohima, 
Beio said running a home-
stay is a two-way street say-
ing, ‘while the guest is soak-
ing up our culture, we also 
have the unique chance to 
learn about theirs. It is a 
cultural bonding experi-
ence like no other.’ How-
ever, she also pointed out 
that safety is the primary 
concern and apprehension 
of  a prospective guest as 
Nagaland is still viewed 
negatively by most people 
from outside the state, and 
are non-existent to many 
with little or no sufficient 
information available.

Nonetheless, Beio said 
as a host family it gets the 
opportunity to change the 
negative perception that 
they have of  us, and be-
comes the first local con-
tact point for visitors. Thus, 
‘the host family becomes 
ambassadors to showcase 
how unique, beautiful, 
generous, hospitable and 
tamed Nagas are,’ she 
added.

‘Charting unchartered 
territory is both daunt-
ing and exciting,’ said the 
young entrepreneur who 
learned from her own expe-
rience that the sole purpose 
of  running a homestay is 

OFFICE OF THE
TUOPHEMA VILLAGE YOUTH & SPORTS ORGANISATION

KOHIMA: NAGALAND

FELICITATION
The Tuophema Village 

Youth & Sports Organisation 
with immense pride and 
honour extends its heartiest 
congratulations to Mr. 
KEDUOVILIE  ZUMU, S/o 
Mr. Razouvolhoulie Zumu 
for bringing laurels to the 
organisation on winning 
the Bronze Medal in the 
90 Kg category of Kazakh 
Kuresh style belt wrestling 
at the 5th Asia Indoor & 
Martial Arts Games in 
Turkmenistan. 

The organisation further 
wishes him greater success 
in his future endeavours.

 NEITHO-O KENSE VILESA RIO
 President General Secretary
 TVYSO TVYSO K-
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Our Correspondent
Kohima, Sep. 27 (EMN): 
As the world celebrates 
‘World Tourism Day’ fo-
cussing on ‘tourism as a 
driver of economic growth’ 
and ‘Tourism and the plan-
et: committed to a greener 
future,’ a concerned young 
and dynamic entrepreneur 
queried ‘how ready are we 
ready for tourism? Is Na-
galand ready to open its 
boundaries for just tourists 
to come in, when we don’t 
have a proper mechanism in 
place to control over illegal 
Bangladeshi migrants com-
ing in?’

This was posed by Rich-
ard Belho, a young architect 
and director of Zynorique, 
at the 37th World Tourism 
Day held on theme ‘Sus-
tainable tourism – a tool for 
development’ organised by 
the Tourism Department 
in its conference hall this 
morning.

Speaking as the guest 
speaker, Belho highlighted 

not only for monetary ben-
efits. 

‘Inspite of  all the outra-
geous questions asked, he 
frustrating and annoying 
tantrums you’ve to put up 
it with at times, the benefits 
far outweighs the disadvan-
tages.’

On a positive note, she 
said it is at the disposal of  
the host to alter the mind-
set of  anyone who comes 
in contact and presented 
with the unique opportu-
nity to put one’s best foot 
forward.

Highlighting the vast 
prospect of  homestays 

where it has become an 
integral part of  leisure 
industry and growing at 
such an exponential rate, 
Beio maintained that effort 
must be made to tap into 
this huge reserve, develop it 
into an organised sector as 
it is also a great source of  
employment.

With limited plat-
form at the moment other 
than the Hornbill Festival 
which is not feasible or 
profitable throughout the 
year and to cater to this 
problem, she suggested on 
the need for formal train-
ing modules, promotion 

of  local festivals and plac-
es, mobilise unemployed 
educated youth, maximise 
rural involvement, conser-
vation and promotion of  
important significant areas 
etc.

While asserting that it 
is the common goal of  eve-
ryone to strive for sustain-
able growth and prosperity 
of  the people and the land, 
Beio observed that we 
have much to offer to the 
rest of  the world from our 
rich natural beauty to the 
diversity and uniqueness 
of  our cultural heritage.

She also pointed out 

that homestay offers the 
potential of  extending real 
benefit not only to the tour-
ism sector but underdevel-
oped rural areas by facili-
tating growth of  tourism, 
entrepreneurs and small 
business.

Sharing the benefits of  
being a good host, Beio 
maintained that ‘when 
visitors take back the 
good and meaningful ex-
perience they had while 
staying with you, they be-
come ambassadors of  Na-
galand.’ ‘Let us all strive 
together for a sustainable 
tomorrow,’ she added.

on the vast potentials of  
tourism in the State as well 
as the negative impact on 
the socio-cultural-econom-
ic fabric in the absence of  
proper mechanism to regu-
late influx of tourists in the 
State.

Belho stressed on the 
need to avoid mass tourism 
as he cautioned that inflow 
of back trekkers and hippies 
could disturb the cultural 
fabric. He rather suggested 
the department to strength-
en itself  with a tourist wing- 
a mechanism set in place 
to tackle issues relating to 
immigration, passport, se-
curity etc.

With the booming tour-
ism business in other parts 
of the world, Belho noted 
with regret on the prevailing 
negative unhealthy compe-
tition despite high potential 
for tourism growth and de-
velopment in the State.

In order to prioritise 
tourism as a catalyst to 
progress towards a more 
diversified economy, Belho 
emphasised on the need for 
capacity building for tour 
operators and update them-
selves with the latest knowl-
edge and skills with experi-
enced tour operators from 
outside as resource persons.

Stating that tourists 
have become smart and 
are aware of all the tourist 
traps, he suggested on the 
need for a strong and united 
tour operations as there’s a 
chance of losing business 
and bring back the niche 
and restore ‘our tourism’ to 

a higher level.
While suggesting the 

department to take a more 
proactive role like online 
registration of complains 
so that ‘we know our weak-
nesses and improve our-
selves,’ Belho opined that a 
system be placed to blacklist 
the substandard hotels that 
are tarnishing the image of  
tourism.

Stressing on the impor-
tance of Hornbill Festival 
for cultural tourism, Belho 
asserted that unless the Na-
gas find the importance of  
the festival first, the festival 

would lost its substance to 
tourists. He, therefore, sug-
gested systematic framed 
policy, innovative and crea-
tive thinking for conducive 
environment, aggressive 
marketing, local tourism, 
cultural tourism and a re-
sponsible tourism.

Tourism studies lec-
turer from St. Joseph Col-
lege, Jakhama, Martha 
and a member from Naga-
land Tourism Association 
(NTA) shared their experi-
ences. The programme was 
chaired by Deputy Director 
(T), Ajanuo Belho.

by actively participating in 
such missions and to en-
courage near and dear ones 
to be a part of  the social 
change.

He also highlighted 
on the issues pertaining to 
the causes for the environ-
mental issues leading to the 
deterioration of  the ecosys-
tem and asked the gather-
ing to be updated about the 
ways to tackle the menace 
for a better and secure fu-
ture. He also encouraged 
them to practise healthy 
sanitation practices and 
solid waste management 
methods. 

Later, a tree plantation 
drive and cleaning of  the 
school toilets and com-
pound led by the parlia-
mentary secretary was held 
in the vicinity of  the school 
campus followed with a 
social work in and around 
Tuli town.

The programme was 
chaired by Rhosietho 
Nguori, ADC Tuli, and the 
welcome address was deliv-
ered by Toshilemla, Princi-
pal GHSS Tuli. It may be 
mentioned that the clean-
liness campaign was initi-
ated by Amenba Yaden.



4 REGION
EastErn Mirror  |  Dimapur, Thursday, September 28, 2017

‘Northeast India’s ethnic alcoholic 
beverages can be a robust industry’ 

Union minister releases funds 
to repair NH in Manipur

MHA likely to systematize FMR 
along Mizo-Myanmar border

VVPAT EVMs will be used in M’laya assembly election —  CEO

Lal Thanhawla reshuffles 
portfolios of ministers

Manipur police conduct search operation

Manipur observes World Tourism Day 

Kolkata/Gangtok, Sep. 27 (IANS): 
Traditional home-based brewing of  
ethnic alcoholic beverages in Sikkim 
and Meghalaya can be transformed 
into a robust industry if  adequate 
scientific and technical boost is 
provided, researchers said.

Researchers from the Sikkim 
University, Gangtok and National 
Centre for Microbial Resource, 
National Centre for Cell Science 
(NCCS),  Pune,  based their 
conclusion after finding a rich 
diversity of  teeming microbes in 
starter cultures - a preparation that’s 
used to kick-start the fermentation 
process for ethnic fermented food.

The study focused on profiling 
t h e  m i c r o b i a l  c o m mu n i t y 
composition of  “marcha” and 
“thiat” - traditionally prepared 
ethnic starter cultures of Sikkim and 
Meghalaya using next generation 
sequencing (DNA sequencing). 

These traditional practices 
preserve native microbes in the form 
of dry, flattened or round balls for 
alcoholic beverages and are common 
in ethnic communities of  South-
East Asia, including the Himalayan 
regions of India, Nepal, Bhutan and 
China.

In this way, these techniques 
also protect vast biological genetic 
resources, which may disappear, 
notes lead researcher Jyoti Prakash 
Tamang, Dean, School of  Life 
Sciences, Sikkim University, and his 
team from Sikkim University and 
NCCS, Pune.

Published in the Nature Scientific 
Reports in September, this is the 
first report on complete microbial 
community profile of  traditionally 
prepared amylolytic starters of India 
using Next Generation Sequencing 
(NGS) technique.

Amylolysis refers to conversion 

of starch into sugar by the action of  
acids or enzymes such as amylase. It 
is used in brewing of alcohol from 
grains.

“Ethnic fermented beverages 
and alcoholic drinks have the 
potential to develop the beverage 
industry if  proper scientific and 
technical support is applied to 
the existing indigenous practices 
o f  h o m e  b a s e d  a l c o h o l i c 
fermentation,” said Tamang, 
Department of  Microbiology, 
Sikkim University.

“Marcha” is prepared from 
soaked rice with some wild herbs, 
ginger and red dry chilli and one to 
two per cent of previously prepared 
“marcha” powder. The final product 
after grinding, fermentation and 
sun drying are round or flattened 
balls that are used as starters for 
production of  cereal-based ethnic 
fermented beverages such as “akodo 

ko jaanr”, “abhaati jaanr” and 
“araksi” etc.

During “thiat” preparation, 
soaked glutinous rice is grinded with 
leaves and roots of a wild plant. It 
is mixed and made into a dough by 
adding water. It is used to ferment 
alcoholic beverage locally called 
“akiad” in Meghalaya.

Tamang, a pioneer researcher in 
microbiology of fermented foods and 
beverages of India, Nepal, Bhutan 
and many Asian countries with 31 
years of research experiences, says 
the analysis showed in terms of  
bacterial content Proteobacteria is 
the most dominant in both “marcha” 
(91.4 per cent) and “thiat” (53.8 per 
cent) followed by Firmicutes and 
Actinobacteria.

In the fungal community, 
Ascomycota was dominant in the 
starter cultures like in Korean and 
Chinese starters.

Our Correspondent
Imphal, Sep. 27 (EMN): 
Union Minister for Road 
Transport and Highways 
Nitin Gadkari has agreed 
to release some funds 
immediately for repair of  
flood damaged National 
Highways in Manipur.

The  a s surance  was 
given to state Chief Minister 
Nongthombam Biren Singh 
during their meeting in the 
National capital on Tuesday, 
official sources in Imphal said.

The widespread flood 
in Manipur in the last five 
months since cyclone Mora 
hit the state in May end this 
year, has badly damaged 
i m p o r t a n t  h i g h w ay s 
particularly the busiest 
110km Imphal-Mao sector 
of the National Highway 2 
which is considered to be the 
lifeline of the state.

Union Minister also 
advised the state government 
to send suitable proposals 
for up gradation of roads to 
National Highways while 
discussing the matter relating 

to the improvement of road 
connectivity in Manipur.

The Central government 
has agreed in principle to 
declare the Manipur’s 
Singhat-Behiang Road as 
National Highway besides 
developing the remote 
border village Behiang as 
another Border Trade Point 
of  the border state after 
the existing Moreh town. 
Gadkari would come for 
land worshiping ceremony 
for Imphal-Moreh National 
Highway once the land 
acquisition is finished.

In another meeting with 
Union Minister of  State 
(Civil Aviation) Jayant Sinha 
and Biren Singh urged for 
introducing direct fight 
between Delhi and Imphal 
as currently the officials and 
passengers have to stay for 
a minimum of  three days 
outside the State, when their 
work take hardly a day in 
the capital. Responding to 
the proposal,central minister 
Jayant assured that the 
Ministry would look into 

the matter and immediate 
steps will be taken to ease 
out such inconveniences to 
the officials and passengers 
of the State.

On the other hand 
Union Minister of  State 
for Tourism KJ Alphons 
also gave assurance that 
centre will have a positive 
and speedy consideration 
for the proposal of  Cable 
Cars at Sendra, Shirui and 
Heingang-Marjing areas in 
Manipur in a move to take 
up the tourism promotion 
activities.The Tourism 
minister also agreed to visit 
Imphal in the upcoming 
Manipur Sangai Festival on 
Nov.22 this year.

Later Biren also spoke 
to Chairman and Managing 
Director Rajeev Bansal of  
Air India for introduction 
of  direct Air India flight 
between Delhi and Imphal 
wherein the Air India 
authority also promised to 
take up immediate action 
into the matter, the source 
added.

Aizawl, Sep. 27 (PTI):  The Ministry of  
Home Affairs may soon systematize the 
Free Movement Regime (FMR) along the 
Mizoram-Myanmar international border 
without inconveniencing the local people 
living in the border areas, a senior state 
government official said.

The FMR may soon be systematized and 
restricted along the 404-km-long Mizoram-
Myanmar border as it was being used by 
insurgents and other criminal elements 
due to the strategic location of  the state, 
Additional Secretary for Home Lalbiakzama 
told PTI.

With Mizo people residing both in 
Mizoram and Myanmar, the FMR was in 
place for their free movement upto 16 km 
without valid travel documents.

“The MHA expressed concern over the 
abuse of the FMR as insurgents of both the 

Indian and Myanmar sides used to freely 
move on the porous border areas while 
smugglers, drug traffickers and gun-runners 
were also using the same routes,” he said.

The MHA had asked the Mizoram 
government to submit a report on the 
situation in the border areas, Lalbiakzama 
said.

The state home department had already 
made suggestions on streamlining the FMR 
during the visit of  Union Home Minister 
Rajnath Singh and also to MHA officials.

Meanwhile, the state home department 
said, not a single Rohingya Muslim refugee 
had entered Mizoram till date.

About 170 Arakanese civilians who had 
taken shelter in some villages in Lawngtlai 
district of  Mizoram had returned to their 
respective villages in Arakan, the home 
department said.

Shillong, Sep. 27 (PTI): Meghalaya 
Chief  Electoral Officer (CEO) 
Frederick K Kharkongor today said 
Voter Verifiable Paper Audit Trail 
(VVPAT) EVMs introduced by 
the Election Commission of India 
(ECI) will be used during the state 
assembly elections, slated to be held 
next year.

“The VVPAT will be used 
in the 3082 polling stations in all 
the 60 assembly constituencies,” 
Kharkongor said while addressing 
at the launching of  the special 
summary revision 2018 held at the 
East Khasi Hills District deputy 
commissioner s office here.

L a u n c h i n g  t h e  V V PAT 
awareness video in presence of  
representatives of  the different 
political parties during the occasion, 
Kharkongor said, “VVPAT is a new 
component of  the entire election 
management by the Election 
Commission of India.” 

With the introduction of  this 
new element into the voting process, 
he said, “There will be much more 
faith and credibility in the voting 
system. The entire voter s satisfaction 
will reach an all time high.” 

The CEO said it is important to 
educate all the stakeholders of the 
election process, various officers, 
political parties, and voters that 
this is a voter-centric component 
introduced for the benefit of  the 
voters so that he/she is satisfied.

He informed that after a voter 
press the button on the electronic 
voting machine (EVM), a slip will 
be opened on the VVPAT machine 
for only seven seconds for the voter 
to get a view before it drops back into 
the box. “Voters, however, cannot 
take the slip along with them,” he 
added. “We have bifurcated number 
of polling stations.

Earlier we have 2771 polling 
stations but now that has gone up to 
3082 its up by 311 polling stations,” 
he said.

The CEO also launched the 
Meghalaya Election Atlas in 
collaboration with North Eastern 
Space Applications Centre (NESAC) 
and also the SVEEP Music Video 
entitled as Tarak Tak Tak during the 
state level function.

Kharkongor also released the 
Mission Unite Report and distributed 
of CD containing draft electoral roll 

to political parties which include 
ruling Congress, UDP, HSPDP, 
KHNAM, and others.

On the E-Atlas, the CEO said 
that it will be a good planning tool 
for the election team when they are 
in the actual process of conducting 
the elections where just at the click 
of a button details on the location of  
the polling stations, number of voters 
and others will be provided.

He further informed that the 
music video Tarak Tak Tak which 
means a call to action is an effort 
to encourage people to feel that 
voting is something which is their 
responsibility and that they need 
to part of  the entire electioneering 
process. In order to motivate the 
people not only enroll but also to 
vote during the election, he said the 
music video will also be released in 
the social media, radio and others.

The CEO said that the election 
department is targeting to achieve 
enrollment of  18 lakh voters from 
the present registered electorate of  
17.68 lakh.

“The remaining 76,000 is a 
figure which we will try to attempt 
to achieve,” he said.

“Urban empathy is one challenge 
we will be facing but together with 
political parties, we will ensure 
urban voters come out to vote,” he 
said even as he informed that the 
Meghalaya Vote Application (MVA) 
was also launched to help motivate 
voters in urban areas.

He said, “We hope with the 
onset of election, this App will help 
voters search for his/her poling 
stations and also use Google earth 
to locate his booth...” 

Referring to political parties 
taking social media in a very major 
way, he said that the next battle will 
not be a traditionally fought battle 
but will be fought in the social media 
platform. “Working our way through 
the social media is one thing we need 
to devote our time and efforts ... we 
have the CEO Facebook account 
for updates and information of the 
various activities,” he said.

“This is the last big campaign 
and as we go to the polls we would 
like to ensure maximum voters and 
maximum voting. The last voting 
percentage was 80 per cent plus and 
we hope this time it will be enhanced 
and increase by 90 per cent,” he said.

Aizawl, Sep. 27 (PTI):  
Mizoram Chief  Minister 
Lal Thanhawla today alloted 
departments to two newly 
inducted ministers of  state 
and reshuffled the portfolios 
of  some of  his cabinet 
ministers.

K S Thanga, who was 
sworn-in as minister of  
state on September 20 was 
allotted the departments 
of  - Agriculture, Irrigation 
and Water Resources and 
Land Resources, Soil and 
Water Conservations while 
Vanlalawmpuii Chawngthu, 
the only woman minister 
was allotted Cooperation, 
Sericulture and Fisheries, 
official sources said.

L a l  T h a n h a w l a 
gave away Public Works 
department to the Health 
Minister and his younger 
brother Lal  Thanzara 
and Power and Electricity 

t o  H o m e  M i n i s t e r 
R  La lz i r l i ana ,  wh i l e 
taking away Agriculture 
d e p a r t m e n t  f r o m 
Lalzirliana.

I n f o r m a t i o n  a n d 
C o m m u n i c a t i o n 
Technology was taken from 
Lal Thanzara and given 
to Urban Development 
Minister Zodintluanga 
while School Education 
Minister H Rohluna was 
given additional charge 
of  Labour, Employment, 
S k i l l  D e v e l o p m e n t 
and Entrepreneurship 
department, earlier held by 
the Chief minister.

This was the second 
reshuffle of  the portfolios 
of  the members of  the 
council of ministers by Lal 
Thanhawla since taking over 
the reins of  power for the 
second consecutive time in 
2013.

Our Correspondent  
 Phayeng, sep.7 (EMN): Imphal East and 
Imphal West district police teams led by 
their respective Additional SPs W Kasar and 
Madhunimai on Wednesday picked up some 
day-break persons for verification following 
a day break search operations. 

The police a personnel enter suspected 
houses in the main Imphal areas and 
enquired about the presence of  any non 

residence from 4.30 to 6 am. The areas 
where Search operations were conducted 
include hatta, nagamapal. Though the 
police did not disclose details of the day’s 
operation, general public believes that the 
search operation could relate with the 
government’s move to check presence of  
non-residence in imphal areas in connection 
ongoing precautionary measures to prevent 
entry of Rohingyas to Manipur.

Our Correspondent  
Phayeng, sep.27 (EMN): With the 
theme “Sustainable Tourism- a Tool for 
Development”,the World Tourism Day was 
held at this picturesque village,10km west 
of Imphal town.  State’s Consumer Affairs, 
Food & Public Distribution and Revenue

Minister Karam Shyam was the chief  
guest of  the observation.Speaking on the 
occasion, Minister Shyam said Phayeng is 
an appropriate location to celebrate World 
Tourism Day as the village is rich in natural 
beauty. He also said that the welcome 
accorded to him following the age old 
traditions and customs with men and women 
of the area wearing the traditional dress is in 
line with the theme of the observation. 

He lauded the locals for preserving the 
culture and traditions of our forefathers and 
said that it is heartening to be sitting at the 
dias(stage) along  with the Kullakpa (Village 
Head) of  Phayeng who is wearing the 
traditional dress.  Karam Shyam highlighting 
the contribution of Tourism in the economy 
said the sector accounts for 10% of global 
GDP and has generated 1 in 10 jobs in the 
global workforce. 

He said it is unfortunate that the State is 
unable to tap the full potential of the natural 
beauty which is blessed with green forest 
cover and rare species of flora and fauna. 

The Minister said to boost tourism, the 

State should become tourist friendly, provide 
a secure environment by improving the law 
and order situation. He called upon the 
citizens of the State to help the Government 
in making Manipur a favoured tourist 
destination. 

He also said water harvesting structure 
will soon come up at Lamphel and land 
encroachers will be evicted after giving 
suitable notice, following the law of  the 
land.  Chairman Sapam Ranjan Singh 
of  the Tourism Corporation Manipur 
Limited said that marketing in an important 
constituent needed to boost tourism. Stating 
that emphasis is being given to promote rural 
tourism, Ranjan said in the upcoming Sangai 
Festival homestays will be promoted to 
unable the tourists to experience the lifestyle 
of the people. In his speech, MLA Heikham 
Dingo Singh of sekmai said that the State is 
rich in arts and culture and tourism can reach 
its full potential if the locals collaborate with 
the Government. He also said for the State to 
develop, the villages must be developed first. 

As part of  World Tourism Day, the 
locals of  the Phayeng village performed 
cultural dances of  Khou Chongba and 
Chakpa Phayeng Anoiba jagoi. Mukna 
demonstration enthralled the spectators 
along with Waa (bamboo) Chingba. 
The locals of  Phayeng also submitted 
memorandum to minister Karam Shyam.

PTI

Phayeng village’s traditional ‘chakpi’ performers during World Tourism Day at the picturesque phayeng in the 
outskirt of Imphal town on Wednesday.        

Mirror Crossword 1608sud0ku 1448
Every Sudoku has a unique solution that can be 
reached logically. Enter numbers into the blank spac-
es so that each row, column and 3x3 box contains 
the numbers 1 to 9.

solutions to CRossWoRD 1607

ACROSS
1. By way of
4. A solution containing a 

phosphate buffer
7. They think algorithms
10. Behave in a certain manner
11. Take in solid food
12. Portuguese for “Saint”
13. Poster paints
15. Big Blue
16. More than ten
18. Be logically necessary
21. Apostasy
24. Besides
26. Composed of relatively large 

particles
27. Troughs
29. Untidyness
30. Peaceful
32. Supervises flying
34. Accompanied by 

bloodshed
38. Excavate
39. Finish
40. Adult male
41. Beer
42. Observe
43. Collection 

DOWN
1. A large open container 

for holding or storing 
liquids

2. Frozen water
3. Cash dispenser
4. Skin
5. Made naked
6. Rungs
7. Complacently or inanely 

foolish
8. Taxi 
9. Mama
14. Diminutive
17. Coating for metal, glass, 

or ceramics
18. A waterproof raincoat 

made of rubberized 

fabric
19. Exclamation: yuck!
20. Ground beef or pork in a 

tube or skin
22. Promotions
23. French river 
25. Neurons
28. River outside of Paris

31. Any bulge or swelling of 
an anatomical structure 
or part

32. Licenses drugs
33. To feel sick
35. Type of RAM
36. No (Scottish)
37. Explosive

solutions to suD0ku 1447



 

GOVERNMENT OF NAGALAND
DIRECTORATE OF HIGHER EDUCATION

NAGALAND, KOHIMA

NO.HED/P-ADVT/2017/                                               /Dt.Kohima the       September,2017

Advertisement for the post of Principal

Applications are invited from eligible candidates in 
Government Colleges for appointment to the post of Principal in the pay band of Rs.37400-67000 
with AGP of Rs.10000 and Special Allowance of Rs.2000/- p.m.   The last date for receipt of 
application is 7  ( seven ) days from the publication of this advertisement. 

Essential Qualification :      

i) Associate Professor with Ph.D who have completed three years of service in Stage-4.
ii) Minimum yearly/cumulative API scores using the PBAS scoring Performa as per the 

norms .
iii) A minimum of five publications since the period the teacher is placed in Stage-3.
iv) Appointment shall be as per the Nagaland Higher Education Service Rules,2015.

Director, Higher Education  

Issued by DIPR

 
 

KG-2027

K-1363

GOVERNMENT OF NAGALAND 
OFFICE OF THE DEPUTY COMMISSIONER

KOHIMA ::: NAGALAND
N0.JUDL/SUCC/86/2017-V             Dated Kohima, the 26th Sept, 2017OBJECTION NOTICE
Whereas Shri. SANJAY DEY SARKAR S/O LT. GOPAL DEY SARKAR 
resident of Kezieke, Kohima has applied for issue of Succession Certificate 
under the Indian Succession Act 1925, Part X to draw/ withdraw/ operate/ 
transfer his/her Late father-. Bank A/C No. 1720617879 Central Bank of 
India, Kohima. Who expired on 11/01/2017.
Now therefore, public are hereby asked to file claims/ objection if any 
within 1 (one) month from the date of issue of this notice. Sd/-(T.L.KIUSUMONG TIKHIR)

Additional Deputy Commissioner
Kohima: NagalandKG-2028

GOVERNMENT OF NAGALAND 
OFFICE OF THE DEPUTY COMMISSIONER

KOHIMA ::: NAGALAND
N0.JUDL/SUCC/86/2017-V            Dated Kohima, the 26th Sept, 2017OBJECTION NOTICE
Whereas Shri. KEZHAKIEHUO S/O LT. ZASI-Ü ANGAMI, Pensioner resident 
of Jail Colony, Kohima  has applied for issue of Succession Certificate under 
the Indian Succession Act 1925, Part X to draw/ withdraw/ operate/ transfer 
his/her Late mother- Pension P.O. No.NL/S/17320 of Treasury, Kohima (North). 
Bank A/C No 10530640114 SBI Main Branch, Kohima. Who expired on 
28/08/2017.
Now therefore, public are hereby asked to file claims/ objection if any within 1 
(one) month from the date of issue of this notice. Sd/-(T.L.KIUSUMONG TIKHIR)

Additional Deputy Commissioner
Kohima: NagalandKG-2029

AFFIDAVITRegd.no. 6317/2017 Date 22/09/2017

I, PUKHATO ACHUMI resident of H/No 49, IV LRC Colony, Dimapur, Nagaland solemnly declare hereby: 
1. That I am the legal father of NANCY ACHUMI who is studying in Cl- XII in Assisi Hr. Sec. School, 

Dimapur, Nagaland.
2. That in my above name daughter's Admit Card and Marksheet-cum-Certificate of CI-X bearing Roll No. 

1682772 issued by the NBSE mine and my spouse name has been recorded in brevity as L. PUKHATO 
and P. KAVILI as per her previous Birth Certificate bearing Regd No. 1036/2003 dated 13/11/2003.
Whereas our actual and given names is/are PUKHATO ACHUMI and KAVILI ACHUMI respectively. 

3. That, PUKHATO ACHUMI @ L. PUKHATO and KAVILI ACHUMI @ P. KAVILI are one and the same 
persons, and that connotes mine and spouse names/surnames.

4. That, I affirm I assumed/adopt mine and spouse names/surnames as PUKHATO ACHUMI and KAVILI 
ACHUMI respectively, and the same shall be construed as our names/surnames for all official, legal and 
future correspondence. 

5. That, this affidavit is required for the clarification of mine and spouse names/surnames, and the same 
may be rectify in the said academic documents of my daughter by the concerned Board. 

VERIFICATION  
I take oath and solemnly declare/affirm that the particulars furnished above by me are correct and that I have 
not concealed or misrepresented any fact. 

DEPONENT

NOTARY PUBLIC
Solemnly sworn before me by the deponent on this the 22nd day of sept 2017

D-194

(Clarification of name/surname) 

AFFIDAVIT
Regd.no. 60 Date 27/09/17

I Smti Hutoli Shohe, aged about 45 years, w/o Hekato N, presently residing at 
Lower Forest Colony Kohima, Nagaland do hereby solemnly affirm and declare 
as follows:- 
1. That I am a citizen of India and presently residing of the aforesaid locality. 
2. That my name is "Hutoli Shohe", whereas in my official documents my 

name has been entered as "Hutoli Y. Shohe" "Hutoli Yeptho" " Hutoli H" 
and "Hutoli H. Yeptho". 

3. That "Hutoli Y. Shohe" "Hutoli Yeptho" "Hutoli H and "Hutoli H. Yeptho" 
is same, identical and one person. 

4. That this affidavit shall be used as a piece of evidence to prove the fact 
that "Hutoli Y. Shohe" "Hutoli Yeptho" " Hutoli H" and "Hutoli H. Yeptho" 
is one, same and identical person and henceforth I shall be known by the 
name "Smti Hutoli Shohe" and this affidavit shall be produced before the 
competent authority as and when required for to prove the aforesaid facts. 

5. That the statements made in paragraph 1 to 4 are true to the best of my 
knowledge and belief.

 And I sign this affidavit on this 27th day of September, 2017, at Kohima. 
DEPONENT

MAGISTRATE /NOTARY PUBLIC D-195

APOLOGY
I, NAMDIWANG KUAME son of SATUI KUAME residing at Kohima 
have made a false statement, stating that MISS. ANINGLE PAME 
daughter of REV. BIKAU PAME has cast a spell of love potion 
against me.
I, therefore, tender sincere and heartfelt apology to MISS 
ANINGLE PAME and her family members for making such 
reckless and immature statements under the influence of alcohol 
which will be hurtful to her and her family members.
I hereby declare that my statement was false and I would take 
back my words unconditionally and repeat and reiterate my 
apology once again.
I humbly beg for forgiveness and request to accept my apology.

NAMDIWANG KUAME

KG-2026
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OFFICE OF THE CHIEF ELECTORAL OFFICER
NAGALAND : KOHIMA

E-mail id : ceo_nagaland@eci.gov.in / Fax- 0370- 2290460

NO.NL/SVEEP-II/2016            : :          Dated Kohima the 27th September 2017.

The schedule of Election Commission of India for Special Summary Revision of Photo Electoral 
Rolls w.r.t. 01.01.2018 as the qualifying date which was notified in all local dailies of the state on 
30th August 2017 is issued again as reminder for all stakeholders to take necessary action as follows:

The above revision process include the submission/receipt of applications as follows:
Form-6: for inclusion, Form 6A: For inclusion of Non Resident Indian Voters, Form 7: For deletion 
of entries, Form 8: For correction of entries and Form 8A: For transposition of entries under same 
assembly constituency. All such applications shall be disposed with verifications within above time 
schedule for which the Election Department solicits the active participation of all eligible citizens. 
Such application Forms can be submitted to concerned Electoral Registration Officer online via the 
National Voters Service Portal (www.nvsp.nic.in) or through offline delivered to the ERO / AERO / BLO.

For any election related queries toll free No. 1950 may be dialed during working hours. Those calling 
from outside the state has to prefix with 0370. Further, for information and updates and  knowing 
about the activities of Election Department  one may visit the web site of  Chief Electoral Officer 
Nagaland and the  social media platforms given in the footnote.

 (ABHIJIT SINHA) IAS
Chief Electoral Officer, Nagaland.

Sl.No. Stages of Revision Period allowed for Stage

1 Draft Publication of Rolls 03.10.2017 (Tuesday)

2 Period for filing claims and objections 03.10.2017 (Tuesday) to 
31.10.2017 (Tuesday)

3 Reading of relevant part/section of photo electoral rolls 
in Local Bodies meetings etc. and verification of names

13.10.2017 (Friday) and 
27.10.2017 (Friday)

4 Special campaign dates with Booth Level Agents of 
political parties for receiving claims and objections

14.10.2017 (Saturday) and 
28.10.2017 (Saturday)

5 Disposal of claims and objections By 30.11.2017 (Thursday)

6
Updating the database, merging of photographs, 
updating the control tables and preparation and 
printing of supplementary list

By 20.12.2017 (Wednesday)

7 Final publication of Electoral Rolls On 05.01.2018 (Friday)

ADVERTISEMENT

KG-2030

5STATE
EastErn Mirror  |  Dimapur, Thursday, September 28, 2017

GBs’ union cautions against 
influx of illegal immigrants 

WDDMA holds meet to assess damage

CWFK seeks enquiry on woman’s death

Dimapur gears up 
for IMI programme

Dimapur, Sep. 27 (EMN): 
Referring to September 21 
incident at Chumukedima 
in which a father and his 
minor son were assaulted 
by some non-Naga miscre-
ants, Chakhroma GBs’ Un-
ion (CGBU) has reminded 
of  the threat posed by un-
checked influx of  illegal 
immigrants.

A joint press release 
issued by CGBU presi-
dent Thepfukedo Kuotsu 
and the general secretary 
Atso Gwizan stated that 
the unfortunate incident 
was a wake-up call for all 
the Nagas to seriously start 
thinking about the ways and 

means to remove this threat 
before it becomes too late. 

While strongly con-
demning the incident, 
CGBU called upon all Na-
gas to rise up together to 
address the issue with all 
seriousness. Stating that Na-
gas had been sleeping over 
the menace of  the influx 
of  illegal immigrants into 
our land for too long, it said 
Nagas can no longer afford 
to remain silent spectators 
to these abhorring activities 
taking place right under our 
nose. 

With mass exodus of  
Rohingyas from Myan-
mar, CGBU warned that 

the influx of  these immi-
grants into the North east-
ern states, particularly our 
state is bound to increase. 
It added that if  we are not 
prepared to tackle this situ-
ation, it won’t be long before 
our land is flooded with 
these unwanted immigrants. 

To check this influx, it 
urged the village/ colony 
councils and the headmen 
(Gaon buras) to stop issu-
ing residential certificates or 
any certificates to any non 
locals unless they produce 
some documents to prove 
their place of  origin and 
citizenship of India. It also 
stated that the benefits from 

various schemes should not 
be given to any non locals 
who do not possess proper 
documents to prove their 
identity. Besides, it asked the 
land owners and the village 
councils to check the ante-
cedents of  the non Nagas 
before leasing/ renting out 
their land and houses. 

CGBU earnestly called 
upon all Nagas, various 
unions and associations, 
government authorities to 
rise to the situation and 
work cohesively to save 
our land and people from 
the marauding forces that 
threaten to annihilate us 
from the land. 

Dimapur, Sep. 27 (EMN): 
Wokha District Disaster 
Management Authority 
(WDDMA) along with the 
line departments/stake-
holders held a meeting 
to assess damage reports 
for onward submission 
caused due to heavy storm, 
hailstorm, heavy rainfall, 
landslides and floods on 
September 26 in the DC’s 
conference hall.

Addressing the meet-
ing, Deputy Commission-
er, Wokha, Wezope Kenye 
was optimistic that with the 
successful conduct of  two 

mock drills in the district, 
the public could tackle any 
disaster only if  it remained 
alert. The DC also thanked 
the Commissioner-Sec-
retary of  Nagaland State 
Disaster Management Au-
thority, Khrienuo Metha 
for the special attention 
shown towards the district 
and assisting the district 
during emergencies.

Department of  Medi-
cal, DRDA, BSNL and 
PWD (R&B) presented 
damage assessment re-
ports during the meeting. 
Chairman of  Lotha Hoho 

Dimapur, Sep. 27 (EMN): 
Following the mysterious 
death of  one woman in 
her rented house in Bayavu 
Hill Colony, Kohima, on 
September 20, Chozubami 
Welfare Forum Kohima 
(CWFK) has sought the 
Senior Superintendent of  
Police, Kohima, for a de-
partmental enquiry and 
expedite the investigation 
process without delay. 

A press release issued 
by CWFK president, Jolayi 
Nienu, stated that Kukhru-
lu (Akhune), daughter of  
Vamu Phesao of  Chozuba 
village was found death 
under mysterious circum-
stances on September 20 in 
her rented house in Bayavu 
Hill Colony Kohima. It was 
reported that post mortem 
result as well as police pre-
liminary report had indi-
cated her death as a clear 
case of homicide.

In a twist to the story, 
CWFK has pointed suspi-
cion to one Yanvunthung 

Ngullie, son of  Renbong 
Ngullie of N Longidang Vil-
lage, a constable of 4th NAP 
Battalion, Thizama, who re-
portedly was learned to be a 
frequent visitor of the single 
girl and had developed a re-
lationship with her for past 
4 months. The suspicion 
was made evident through 
reports of  neighbours and 
friends as the he was report-
ed to often physically abuse 
and threatened her. 

“Evidences pinpoint 
that he had premeditated to 
strangulate her till death and 
then set it up as a case of  
suicide, but medical exami-
nation proved otherwise,” 
the press release said. Post 
mortem result also indicated 
that she was 3-4 months 
pregnant. CWFK claimed 
that Yanvunthung Ngul-
lie had committed double 
murder of both the mother 
and the unborn child. 

Considering prima facie 
evidences against the dou-
ble murder of  Yanvunt-

Dimapur, Sep. 27 (EMN): 
In view of  the proposed 
round-1 Intensified Mis-
sion Indradhanush (IMI) 
programme scheduled 
from October 7 to 14, the 
District Task Force Com-
mittee held a meeting in 
the DC’s conference hall, 
Dimapur, on September 
26.

District Programme 
Officer of  UIP/RCH, Dr. 
Lanuakum, while making 
a power point presentation 
on the Universal Immuni-
sation Programme (UIP) 
stated that it is one of  the 
largest public health pro-
gramme in India targeting 
30 million pregnant wom-
en, 26 million newborns 
annually. He stated that 
the targeted groups are 
being provided eight anti-
gens namely BCG, DPT, 
OPV, IPV, Hepatitis B, 
Tetanus and Hib contain-
ing pentavalent vaccine 
nationwide and measles-
Rubella, Rotavirus, PCV 
& JE in selected states and 
districts. 

He s ta ted  that  the 
broad objective of  Intensi-
fied Mission Indradhanush 
(IMI) is to reach more than 
90% full immunisation 
coverage by December 
2018 in identified districts 
and urban cities, enhance 
advocacy with key min-
istries and stakeholders 
towards full immunisation 
coverage for each child. 

He further informed 
that the programme fo-
cussed especially on chil-
dren up to 2 years of  age 
and pregnant women, who 
have missed out routine 
vaccination. He, however, 
stated that vaccination on 
demand to children up to 
5 years of  age should not 
be denied.  Lanuakum also 
stated that the first round 
of  IMI will be conducted 
for 7 days starting from 
October 7 excluding Sun-
days and other national 
holidays adding the same 
programme will be fol-
lowed for 3 consecutive 
months. 

Altogether 1580 chil-
dren from 0-2 years of  
age, 398 pregnant women 
were targeted during 2017 
in 124 sessions at 55 IMI 
areas.

During the meeting, 
the district programme 

officer also sought all the 
members and stakeholders 
to help create awareness 
and mobilise the people for 
effective implementation 
of  the programme. 

Pro jec t  Of f i ce r  o f  
UNDP, Imli, also made a 
power point presentation 
on eVIN. The meeting was 
chaired by SDO (C) Sadar, 
Zakabo V Rotokha.

also raised various issues 
for improvement of  roads 
and other areas of  concern 
which needed attention in 
an around the town and 
district at the earliest. 

Meanwhile, the DC 
requested other line depart-
ments to prepare details 
and submit the same at the 
earliest to be submitted to 
higher authority.

A D C  B h a n d a r i , 
N c h u m b e m o  O dy u o, 
informed that his office 
would soon issue order/ 
notification directing vehi-
cles to carry only limited 
loads because of  the weak 
bridge over Doyang River.

Representatives from 
the district administration 
and other departments also 
attended the meeting.

hung Ngullie, CWFK has 
demanded the Senior SP 
Kohima to set up a depart-
mental enquiry board/com-
mission and expedite the 
investigation process with-
out delay or lapse; imme-
diately discharge Yanvunt-
hung Ngullie from service 
without any monetary and 
pension benefit and execute 
exemplary action to prevent 
similar occurrence amongst 
law enforcing personnel in 
future. 

CWFK also stated that 
the heinous crime commit-
ted of  present nature de-
serves befitting punishment 
to the type of life imprison-
ment adding the accused 
should not be release under 

any circumstances. In the 
event of  releasing the ac-
cused on bail, it warned that 
the aggrieved community 
may be forced to resort to 
traditional system of ensur-
ing justice, either way on the 
bailed or the bailer. 
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Lost glory
It is not arrogance which brought the downfall of  the Con-

gress. Rather the culture of  sycophancy is the reason be-
hind the decline of  the century-old party. The latest exam-
ple of  how badly the Congress is affected by sycophancy is 

the statement of  its Delhi unit chief  Ajay Maken. Moments af-
ter the party’s students’ wing National Students’ Union of  India 
(NSUI) bagged two seats in Delhi University Students’ Union 
(DUSU) election, Mr. Maken tweeted that the success came be-
cause of  the speech delivered by Mr. Gandhi in America. Eve-
ryone watching the said elections knew very well what brought 
back NSUI to Delhi University after a gap of  five years. First 
and foremost it was not a triumph of  NSUI. It was a gift handed 
over to the organization by its main rival RSS affiliated Akhil 
Bharatiya Vidyarthi Parishad (ABVP). ABVP’s efforts to curtail 
the freedom of  the students in the name of  Indian culture or 
patriotism didn’t go down well with majority of  students. More, 
Delhi University students’ were angry with ABVP as the or-
ganization was more dependent on strong-arm tactics. Besides, 
infighting was another reason behind ABVP’s downfall. One 
should not forget that NSUI’s presidential nominee, who has 
won the elections with an impressive margin, is a former ABVP 
leader. He switched sides after being denied ticket by ABVP.

So, Mr. Maken either completely erred in his judgement by 
giving crediting Congress Vice President for this victory, or de-
liberately did that to please his boss, who even after a not so 
impressive performance didn’t remove Mr. Maken from the post 
of  the president of  the party’s Delhi unit. Clearly, Mr. Maken 
has put his interest well and above his party’s interest. Thus, 
if  Rahul Gandhi wants to bring back the lost glory, he should 
rejuvenate the party with such leaders who have the courage 
to speak the truth and are well connected with the people at 
the grass root level. Leaders like Mr. Maken and others, who 
are presently occupying most of  the important posts of  the 
party, who didn’t fulfill these two conditions, should be shown 
the door. But it is a job which is easier said than done, because 
for long the party has been suffering from this disease. Rahul’s 
grandmother and former prime minister late Indira Gandhi 
indulged in sycophancy to counter the syndicate. Though the 
former prime minister won its fight against the syndicate, but 
at the same time her indulgence to the leaders not having bases 
made the party weak. As a result, Congress party lost one state 
after another as it could not project a strong leader who can 
efficiently run the state administration. Everyone knew that if  
Congress wins the election, a puppet of  party’s high command 
will be installed at the helm of  affairs, who would be more in-
terested in pleasing his bosses sitting in Delhi rather taking the 
state forward. Too much importance on sycophancy today has 
created such a situation for the party that Congress is devoid of  
strong leaders in states. So, if  Rahul Gandhi is serious about 
taking on BJP, he should first free the organization from syco-
phants to make regain the lost popularity of  the party.

Rupesh Dutta | IANS

Subir Bhaumik  | IANS

God never leaves the voices of His children 
unheard.

n November 2015, I learned I needed open-heart surgery. Sur-
prised and a little shaken, I was naturally drawn to think about the 
possibility of death. Were there relationships I needed to mend? 

Were there financial matters I needed to attend to for my family? 
Was there work that could be done ahead of time? And what about 
work that couldn’t wait; who should I hand that off to? It was a time 
to both act and pray.

Except I couldn’t do either.
My body was so weary and my mind so fatigued that even the 

simplest of tasks seemed beyond my strength. Perhaps most sur-
prising, when I tried to pray, my thoughts would drift to the discom-
fort, or the shallow breathing caused by the damaged heart made 
me fall asleep. It was frustrating. I couldn’t work and I couldn’t even 
ask God to let me live so I could spend more time with my family!

The inability to pray troubled me most. But as with all other hu-
man needs, the Creator knew this was happening to me. I would 
eventually recall He made two preparations for such occurrences: 
the prayer of the Spirit for us when we can’t pray (Rom. 8:26), and 
the prayer of others on our behalf (James 5:16; Gal. 6:2).

What a comfort it was to know that the Holy Spirit was even 
then raising my concerns before the Father. What a gift also to hear 
from friends and family as they prayed for me. Then came another 
surprise: As my friends and family asked me what to pray for, it be-
came clear that my answers to them were also being heard by God 
as prayers. What a gift it is in a time of uncertainty to be reminded 
God hears our heart even when we think we can’t call out to Him.

The Day I Couldn’t Pray

DAILY
PATH

BIBLE READ:  ROMANS 8:22–26  
THOUGHT FOR TODAY:

The Spirit himself intercedes for us through 
wordless groans.        
~  Romans 8:26

The survival of  human beings and animals, 
both directly as well as indirectly, depends 
on forests; as their basic needs in the form 
of  food, water, and shelter are not from 

forests. In addition to these tangible benefits, for-
ests play key role in carbon sequestration, amel-
ioration of  environment and climate change. For-
ests address the issue of  food and water security 
of  the country. Forests, wild animals and human 
beings have intrinsic relationship. They affect one 
another.

With passage of  time and increasing popula-
tion, biotic pressure on forests has significantly 
increased. In the State of  Nagaland, lion’s shares 
(88.3%) of  forests are under the control of  individu-
als and communities and remaining 11.7% of  the 
forests are under the control of  the Government. 

The Government has very limited regulatory role 
in management of  private forest. Since time imme-
morial, administration and people of  the State have 
played an important role in protection and mainte-
nance of  forests in the form of  Community Conser-
vation Areas, Wildlife Based Community Areas etc.

The existence of  Wildlife is a good indicator of  
good forests and subsequently availability of  tim-
ber, firewood, medicinal plants for human beings. 
The State of  Nagaland had been traditionally a 
hunting State since time immemorial. Now, people 
are coming forward for protection of  wildlife and 
they are rescuing wild animals and they are donat-
ing wild animals and birds which are kept in Naga-
land Zoological Park, Rangapahar and Tragopan 
Breeding Centre, Kohima.

With the efforts of  the administration, peo-

ple and different agencies of  the Government,     
Churches NGOs etc, Amur Falcons (Migratory 
Birds) were well protected in the State during their 
migration in 2013, 2014, 2015 and 2016. This 
brought laurels, both nationally and international-
ly, to the State. People of  the State were awarded at 
different forums for the conservation works. Naga-
land has been recognized as the Capital f  Falcons 
by the world community

On behalf  of  the Forest Department, I appeal 
to the public, Government officials, Village Coun-
cils, army and Para military personnel, students, 
NGOs and others for protection of  Wildlife in-
cluding Amur Falcons.

 Satya Prakash Tripathi
Chief  Wildlife Warden

Nagaland, Dimapur

Despite their small brains, pi-
geons are capable of  switch-
ing between two tasks as 

quickly as humans - and even quicker 
in certain situations, new research 
has found.

The researchers believe that the 
cause of  the slight multitasking ad-
vantage in birds is their higher neu-
ronal density.

For the study, published in the 
journal Current Biology, the re-
searchers performed the same behav-
ioural experiments to test birds and 
humans. 

“For a long time, scientists used 
to believe the mammalian cerebral 
cortex to be the anatomical cause of  

cognitive ability; it is made up of  six 
cortical layers,” said Sara Letzner 
from Ruhr-Universitat Bochum in 
Germany.

In birds, however, such a struc-
ture does not exist. 

“That means the structure of  the 
mammalian cortex cannot be deci-
sive for complex cognitive functions 
such as multitasking,” Letzner said.

The brain pallium of  birds does 
not have any layers comparable to 
those in the human cortex, but its 
neurons are more densely packed 
than in the cerebral cortex in hu-
mans.

Pigeons have six times as many 
nerve cells as humans per cubic mil-

limetre of  brain.
Consequently, the average dis-

tance between two neurons in pi-
geons is fifty per cent shorter than in 
humans. 

As the speed at which nerve cell 
signals are transmitted is the same in 
both birds and mammals, research-
ers had assumed that information 
is processed more quickly in avian 
brains than in mammalian brains.

They tested this hypothesis using 
a multitasking exercise that was per-
formed by humans and pigeons. 

In the experiment, both the hu-
man and the avian participants had 
to stop a task in progress and switch 
over to an alternative task as quickly 

as possible. 
“Researchers in the field of  cogni-

tive neuroscience have been wonder-
ing for a long time how it was pos-
sible that some birds, such as crows 
or parrots, are smart enough to rival 
chimpanzees in terms of  cognitive 
abilities, despite their small brains 
and their lack of  a cortex,” Letzner 
said. 

The results of  the current study 
suggest that it is precisely because 
of  their small brain that is densely 
packed with nerve cells that birds are 
able to reduce the processing time in 
tasks that require rapid interaction 
between different groups of  neurons.

Surce: IANS

Seniors with heart failure should 
avoid fog and low cloud in the win-
ter as changes in temperature and 
atmospheric pressure could increase 

risk of heart failure and death among the 
elderly, suggests new research.

A drop of 10 degrees Celsius in the av-
erage temperature over seven days, which 
is common in several countries because of  
seasonal variations, is associated with an 
increased risk in being hospitalised or dying 
of heart failure of about seven per cent in 
people aged over 65 diagnosed with the dis-
ease, according to the study published in the 
journal Environment International.

“Our study shows that exposure to 
cold or high-pressure weather could trigger 
events leading to hospitalisation or death in 
heart failure patients,” said Pierre Gosselin, 
lead author of  the study from Universitie 
Laval in Canada. 

In the new study, the team assessed 
112,793 people aged 65 years and older 
who had been diagnosed with heart failure 
in Canada between 2001 and 2011. 

The participants were followed for an 
average of  635 days. During this time, the 
researchers measured the mean tempera-
ture, relative humidity, atmospheric pres-
sure and air pollutants in the surrounding 
environment and studied the data to see if  
there was an association.

The results showed a higher risk of  hos-
pitalisation or death in the winter period of  
the year (October to April) compared to the 
summer period (May to September).

The researchers noticed that the risk of  
experiencing hospitalisation or death due to 
heart failure increased 0.7 percent for every 
one degree Celsius decrease in the mean 
temperature of  the previous seven days. 

They also found that the risk of  heart 
failure incident increased by 4.5 per cent for 
each increase of  one kPa (kilopascal) in at-
mospheric pressure.

Heart failure patients should “avoid ex-
posure to fog and low cloud weather in win-
ter as they often accompany high pressure 
systems”, Gosselin said.

Source: IANS

Teenagers Prabhu Deva and 
Amritha stand for change in 
these two districts of  Tamil 
Nadu. Not only did they pre-

vent three child marriages but are also 
breaking the taboo around sex educa-
tion as also improving toilet facilities for 
the safety of  young girls in their villages.

Both of  them, who are pursuing 
graduation courses, are a part of  big-
ger peer groups, which in turn are part 
of  the Adolescent Empowerment Pro-
gramme (AEP) of  Unicef ’s National 
Child Labour Programme that has been 
formed to raise awareness among villag-
ers of  health and social issues -- and take 
up their grievances with district authori-
ties.

The peer groups, whose members 
are children aged between 11 and 18, 
have done much work in areas like pro-
viding drinking water, improving sanita-
tion and training children in soft skills, 
among others. The latest demand being 
addressed is dustbins for their villages.

“I am proud of  what I am doing. 
The biggest achievement was when we 
stopped the marriage of  a 13-year-old 
girl with a 38-year-old man working in 
the Gulf. We received the information 

and informed the police, who rescued 
the girl on the day she was to get mar-
ried. It was due to our efforts she is now 
back to her studies and is also learning 
sewing,” Prabhu Deva told this visiting 
IANS correspondent.

The 18-year-old boy, leader of  the 
group in his village, says that following 
the incident, complaints of  child mar-
riage have ceased as the group members 
have gone from house to house to make 
the largely uneducated parents under-
stand the negativities of  child marriage.

Amritha proudly spoke of  the cour-
age her group had shown to prevent two 
teenage girls from her village getting 
married to men in their 40s.

Her group has also been raising 
awareness on puberty-related matters, 
which was hitherto taboo.

Another no-no before the peer 
groups were formed was discussing is-
sues relating to sex education. In fact, 
doing so was akin to committing an 
offence. While teenagers felt shy to dis-
cuss the subject, the few found talking 
about it or even of  changes related to 
the body were scolded by their parents 
or teachers. In schools, the teachers 
prevented elaboration on subjects like 
reproduction.

All this has changed after the forma-

tion of  the peer groups.
“We meet twice a month and discuss 

several matters pertaining to the adoles-
cents in the village. Behavioural change 
and soft skills training are among a few 
of  the things we discuss,” Amritha, who 
is studying maths and biology for her 
graduation, told IANS.

The groups also meet their coun-
terparts from other areas while being 
trained by the district authorities on 
how to deal with the social problems 
that arise in rural society.

According to government statistics, 
Salem is among the few districts with 
a high number of  child marriages in 
Tamil Nadu. Until 2016, the district had 
380,000 girls below 15, of  whom 2,414 
were married.

International NGO Action Aid said 
in 2016 that India accounts for 33 per 
cent of  the child brides in the world with 
nearly 103 million girls married off  be-
fore they were 18.

“There are many activities that are 
being taken up by the adolescent peer 
groups. Apart from the social causes, 
they also encourage other children to 
pursue their careers and not get diverted 
by social evils. This has been successful 
for the last two-and-a-half  months,” Sa-
manthi, head social worker at the Dis-

trict Child Protection Unit, told IANS.
Apart from the efforts by the ado-

lescent group in the villages, the district 
authorities have also initiated project 
Udhayam -- an initiative of  the Salem 
police in partnership with Unicef.

As part of  this project, 20 child wel-
fare police officers are being trained to 
sensitise the peer educators in the 109 
schools of  Salem town.

An all-women police station was 
also inaugurated in Salem city. Aim-
ing to offer a friendly face to children in 
distress, the walls of  the police station 
are painted with famous cartoon carica-
tures and on offer are books and games.

“We aim to make the police sta-
tion more friendly so that children are 
comfortable and have the confidence 
to approach us whenever in distress. 
This police station will also serve as a 
counselling centre for children who are 
sexually abused, abandoned, recovered 
from kidnappers or lost. We will ensure 
their full protection here,” Salem Police 
Commissioner Sanjeev Kumar said.

So far 23 schools have been covered 
as part of  the outreach and over 23,000 
children sensitised.

(Rupesh Dutta visited Salem and 
Dharmapuri at the inivitation of  Unicef. 
He can be contacted at rupesh.d@ians.in)

Sheikh Hasina and Aung San Suu Kyi have much 
in common. They are daughters of great fathers 
who spearheaded the freedom struggles of their 
countries (and both lost their fathers early). Both 

fought bitter, protracted struggles against brutal military 
juntas to restore democracy in their countries. Both now 
run their countries but live under threat of conspiracies 
to unseat them, trying to control their powerful mili-
taries and rising religious fundamentalist forces, often 
backed by men in uniform.

But they differ in some ways.
Suu Kyi married a British professor after her initial 

education in India where her mother served as ambas-
sador of Burma (before it became Myanmar). Her style 
is sometimes more British than Burmese due to her 
Oxbridge education. Despite her long years in prison 
and successful leadership of the National League for 
Democracy (NLD) in sweeping the 2015 elections and 
coming to power, some say she is still coming to terms 
with the realities of a country ravaged by conflict and 
poverty. She is the daughter of Aung San, the independ-
ence war hero who tried to forge a stable federation 
with Myanmar’s diverse people but was murdered, like 

Mahatma Gandhi, just when the country was attaining 
freedom.

Hasina survived the assassination of almost her en-
tire family, spent some years in India before she returned 
to revitalise her father’s Awami League party and bring 
down the military junta in a fierce street agitation. She 
led it to power for a term in 1996 and then again in 
2008. After two terms in power and 11 assassination at-
tempts, Hasina is a strong grassroots leader with a clear 
vision to make Bangladesh a middle-income country by 
2021 and a developed economy by 2041. Once derided 
as a “basket case”, Bangladesh has seen a steady 6 per 
cent plus GDP growth through her two terms in office 
(2009-14 and 2014 to now) in a world marked by eco-
nomic downturn.

She has managed to control the army and enforce 
civilian supremacy, which Suu Kyi aspires to but has 
so far failed to do, as the recent Rakhine crisis seems 
to indicate. Hasina faces Parliament elections next year 
amid increased anti-incumbency and a refugee crisis 
that is stretching Bangladesh’s meagre resources. Hasi-
na’s government has managed to handle nearly half a 
million Rohingyas who have taken refuge in Bangla-
desh after the brutal Burmese military crackdown that 
followed alleged jihadi attacks on August 24 against 30 

police stations and one army base in northern Rakhine.
As Suu Kyi, a Nobel Laureate for her fight for de-

mocracy, stayed away from the UN General Assembly 
in the face of severe criticism, with some even suggest-
ing that her Nobel Prize be taken back, Hasina has been 
striding the global stage confidently, winning nomina-
tion for the Nobel for her leadership in the fight against 
climate change and terrorism and all-round human de-
velopment in her once-poor nation ravaged by frequent 
natural disasters.

Suu Kyi could emulate Hasina in at least three areas 
-- unleashing powerful forces of human and economic 
development, controlling the military and terrorist 
groups who often complement each other, and restoring 
a sense of national pride by resolving fractious domestic 
issues.

Both “Daughters of the East” represent the legacy 
of their great fathers and on their governance success 
and depth of vision depend the future of Asia’s most 
strategic link region that connects South to Southeast 
and East Asia. It is time the two big Asian powers, India 
and China, step in to back both these women in their 
governance challenges against violent separatism, reli-
gious fundamentalism, poverty and refugee crisis.

(Subir Bhaumik can be reached at sbhaum@gmail.com)

Carry a festive season kit to 
avoid diseases and main-
tain hygiene. Don’t forget 
to carry a hand and toilet 

sanitizer, suggest experts.
Vikas Bagaria, founder and 

CEO at PeeSafe (a toilet seat sani-
tizer spray brand) and Anuj Rakyan, 
founder at RAW Pressery (cold 
pressed juice brand), have listed a 
few must haves:

* Toilet seat sanitizer: During 
the festive season, hopping from one 
shopping mall (restroom) to another 
is the most common activity for most 
festive enthusiasts. In the midst of  
your shopping spree, using public 
toilets would be the only option left 
for most of the shoppers which might 
not be as safe and clean as you had 
expected. Thus, a toilet sanitizer to 
pee safely especially for women can 
help avoid severe infection like UTI.

* Anti pollution mask: One of  
the must haves during festive shop-

ping and pandal hopping is a pol-
lution mask. Air pollution can give 
birth to various dangerous aller-
gies like coughing, rhinitis, asthma 
among others.

* Hand sanitizer: While enjoy-
ing city festivities and shopping you 
may come across invisible bacteria 
or germs which are the root cause of  
many infections including stomach 
flu. Thus before feasting on delica-
cies always sanitize your hands. 

* Cold pressed juice: With the 
festive season of  Navratri on in full 
swing, people are caught up with 
the celebrations, fasting and puja 
that often leads to them forgetting to 
hydrate themselves in all the excite-
ment. Don’t let dehydration dampen 
the fun. A bottle of  cold press juice, 
can help you stay energised through-
out the day and enjoy your shopping 
sprees and pandal hopping all the 
nine days of  the festival.

Source: IANS
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Today’s ASTRO-PREDICTION

ARIES (MAR 21 - APR 19): Your mind is 
especially keen today, Aries. You’ll find that 
it communes well with your anxious heart. 
Someone may have recently stepped into your 

life and now it’s time to engage with this person on a 
deeper level. It’s wise to take things one step at a time. 
Don’t let your imagination get carried away. It could be 
hard to find the line between imaginary and actual.

TAURUS (APR 20 - MAY 20): Bask in each 
new day, Taurus. Do your best to spread your 
sunshine, but don’t be surprised if  someone 
challenges the way you think. There are stub-

born forces out there working to steer you in the direction 
that they’d like you to go. Make sure that you’re the one 
who remains in control. Keep up your positive outlook!

GEMINI (MAY 21 - JUN 21): Love and 
romance should be going well for you now, 
Gemini. Something has sparked the detective 
in you and you’re anxious to probe, inquire, 

and seek the truth in every situation. Your grounded, 
stable, and practical approach will be your greatest 
asset. Make sure to let someone else be the martyr 
today. You’re the one who needs to take control.

CANCER (JUN 22 - JUL 22): The indeci-
siveness that you feel regarding certain issues 
may be amplified today, Cancer. You may go 
to extremes from one side of  the spectrum to 

the other. Work with this energy by recognizing the value 
in both situations, putting your rational mind aside and 
letting your heart be the final judge. Something beautiful 
and comforting will probably end up catching your eye.

LEO (JUL 23 - AUG 22): Your thinking 
should be clear today, Leo, and your sharp fo-
cus adept at revealing the truth of  any situation. 
Your mind may be intertwined quite delicately 

with your heart, but the good news is that they’re work-
ing harmoniously together. You’re able to stand back and 
see the rational, logical side of  your feelings as well as the 
emotional, tender side of  your thoughts.

VIRGO (AUG 23 - SEP 22): Don’t leave anyone 
behind as you gallivant through your world today, 
Virgo. You’re so wrapped up in your adventures 
that you’re unaware of other people who could 

use more attention. In your endless search for something big-
ger and better, you may have lost contact with the wonderful 
things you already have in front of you.

LIBRA (SEP 23 - OCT 22): Love and romance 
are key aspects of the day, Libra. You should find 
that things relating to these aspects of your life 
are going well. Your mind is much more penetrat-

ing than usual, and your search for deeper knowledge can 
be quenched with less effort than might usually be required. 
Your creative spirit is anxious to find an outlet for adventure.

SCORPIO (OCT 23 - NOV 21): You might 
need to take a step back today and turn your 
attention inward instead of  outward. When it 
comes to love and romance, don’t rush things. 

Patience is needed now more than ever. People are much 
more emotional than usual. Don’t be surprised if  you or 
someone you know becomes territorial when a stranger 
steps on his or her private turf.

SAGITTARIUS (NOV 22 - DEC 21): Your 
mind is like a fine sieve that filters even the small-
est details from the whole, Sagittarius. Nothing 
escapes your attention today. You’re right on top 

of the situation whether people realize it or not. Feel free to 
take your time and be patient. Facts may reveal themselves 
slowly, so don’t make a major decision about something 
until you have all the relevant data.

CAPRICORN (DEC 22 - JAN 19): You may 
feel like you’re sitting on a pincushion when it 
comes to issues regarding love and romance, 
Capricorn. Don’t be surprised if  there’s conflict 

in this part of your life. If  you’re involved in a relationship, 
consider this bump in the road a challenge that will make 
you stronger and bond you more tightly your partner. If  you 
aren’t with someone, it may be for the best.

AQUARIUS (JAN 20 - FEB 18): There could be 
some verbal sparring as you tackle the challenges 
this new day brings, Aquarius. Love is on your side. 
You’ll find that as long as you stay true to your in-

ner strength, you’ll come through with shining colors regard-
less of the events that transpire. Engage in activities and situa-
tions that promote your strengths instead of your weaknesses.

PISCES (FEB 19 - MAR 20): You may try to 
explain something with your brain today when 
the true understanding of  the situation comes 
only through your heart, Pisces. Feel the answer 

from deep within instead of  trying to decipher it. Sink into 
the mood of  the environment instead of  trying to break it 
down into little compartments that you can analyze and 
categorize. Consider the whole instead of  the pieces.

More often than not, it is a human 
creator who bends computational 
tools to achieve a breakthrough

Our entire cultural horizon is shaped 
by the filtering mechanisms of our 

news feeds, inboxes and search results

When IBM’s Deep 
Blue chess com-
puter defeated 
the world cham-

pion Garry Kasparov in 1997, 
humanity let out a collective 
sigh, recognising the loss of  
an essential human territory to 
the onslaught of  thinking ma-
chines. Chess, that inscrutably 
challenging game, with more 
possible game states than there 
are atoms in the Universe, was 
no longer a canvas for individ-
ual human achievement. News-
week called it ‘The Brain’s Last 
Stand’.

Why was the loss so upset-
ting to so many? Not because 
chess is complicated, per se 
– calculating differential equa-
tions is complicated, and we 
are happy to cede the work to 
computers – but because chess 
is creative. We talk about the 
personality, the aesthetics of  
chess greats such as Kasparov 
and Bobby Fischer, seeing a 
‘style of  play’ in the manipula-
tion of  pieces on a grid. Chess 
was a foil, a plane of  endeav-
our, for storytellers as diverse as 
Vladimir Nabokov and Satyajit 
Ray, and we celebrate its grand-
masters as remarkable synthe-
sisers of  logic and creativity. It 
was particularly galling, then, 
for Kasparov to lose to a ma-
chine based not on its creativ-
ity but its efficiency at analys-
ing billions of  possible moves. 
Deep Blue wasn’t really intelli-
gent at all, but it was very good 
at avoiding mistakes in chess. 
One might argue that its victory 
not only knocked humanity 
down a peg but demonstrated 
that chess itself  is not, or does 
not have to be, the aesthetic 
space we imagined it.

And yet Kasparov, after 
having lost to what he later 
called ‘a $10 million alarm 
clock’, continued to play 
against machines, and to reflect 
on the consequences of  com-
putation for the game of  kings. 
And not just against them: for 
the past two decades, Kasparov 
has been exploring an idea he 
calls ‘Advanced Chess’, where 
humans collaborate with com-
puter chess programs against 
other hybrid teams, sometimes 
called ‘Centaurs’. The humans 
maintain strategic control of  
the game while automating the 
memorisation and basic calcu-
lation on which great chess de-
pends. As Kasparov described 
an early such match:

Having a computer partner 
also meant never having to wor-
ry about making a tactical blun-
der. The computer could project 
the consequences of  each move 
we considered, pointing out 
possible outcomes and counter-
moves we might otherwise have 
missed. With that taken care 
of  for us, we could concentrate 
on strategic planning instead 
of  spending so much time on 
calculations. Human creativity 
was even more paramount un-
der these conditions.

Kasparov argues that the 
introduction of  machine in-
telligence to chess did not di-
minish but enhanced the aes-
thetics of  the game, creating a 
new space for creativity at the 
game’s highest levels. Today, 
players of  ‘freestyle’ chess 
work with high-end chess sys-
tems, databases of  millions of  
games and moves, and often 
other human collaborators 
too. Freestyle teams can easily 
defeat both top grandmasters 
and chess programs, and some 
of  the best centaur 
teams are made up 
of  amateur players 
who have created 
better processes for 
combining human 

and machine intelligence.
These centaur games are 

beautiful. The quality of  play 
is higher, the noise of  simple 
human errors reduced, mak-
ing space for the kind of  pure 
contest that the platonic solids 
and geometries of  chess ide-
alise. We are all centaurs now, 
our aesthetics continuously en-
hanced by computation. Every 
photograph I take on my smart-
phone is silently improved by 
algorithms the second after I 
take it. Every document auto-
corrected, every digital file op-
timised. Musicians complain 
about the death of  competence 
in the wake of  Auto-Tune , just 
as they did in the wake of  the 
synthesiser in the 1970s. It is 
difficult to think of  a medium 
where creative practice has not 
been thoroughly transformed 
by computation and an attend-
ant series of  optimisations. The 
most profound changes have 
occurred in fields such as pho-
tography, where the technical 
knowledge required to produce 
competent photographs has 
been almost entirely eclipsed by 
creative automation. Even the 
immediacy of  live performance 
gets bracketed by code through 
social media and the screens we 
watch while recording events 
that transpire right before our 
eyes.

In fact, the shift might be 
much more profound for the 
audience than the artist. Being 
a critic or consumer of  art now 
relies on a deep web of  compu-
tational filters and guides, from 
the Google and Wikipedia 
searches we use to learn about 
the world to the recommen-
dation systems queueing up 
books, songs and movies for us. 
We rely on computational sys-
tems for our essential aesthetic 
vocabulary, learning what is 
good and beautiful through a 
prism of five-star rating sys-
tems and social-media endorse-
ments, all closely watched over 
by algorithmic critics of  loving 
grace. We shape our aesthetic 
expectations around these feed-
back loops, finding channels 
and lists that seem to match 
our interests and then following 
them. Google has already intro-
duced a system that proposes 
responses to your emails based 
on millions of  prior conversa-
tions, and the company Narra-
tive Science has been creating 
algorithmically generated jour-
nalism for years.

Today, we experience art in 
collaboration with these algo-
rithms. How can we disentan-
gle the book critic, say, from the 
highly personalised algorithms 
managing her notes, commu-
nications, browsing history 
and filtered feeds on Facebook 
and Instagram? She exempli-
fies what philosophers call the 
extended mind, meaning that 
her memories, thoughts and 
perceptions extend beyond her 
body to algorithmically medi-
ated objects, databases and 
networks. Without this exter-
nalised thinking apparatus, she 
is not the same critic she would 
be otherwise. This is true not 
just in pragmatic terms, in that 
she might not be nearly as good 
or efficient at her work, but in 
biophysical terms as well. Our 
brains adapt to the tools that we 
use, like London taxicab drivers 
with their enlarged hippocampi 
for mapping the city’s convolut-
ed streets (or the GPS-depend-
ent smartphone users whose 
shrivelled hippocampi can’t 
even navigate them around 
their own neighbourhoods).

The extended mind is now 
also becoming a space of  col-
lective cognition. The critical 
network of  literary reception 
made up of  that critic, the au-
thor she writes about, both their 
friends and followers, the hash-
tags, links and cross-references 
that bind these nodes together, 
all form a much more inclusive 
tapestry of  cultural discourse 
than was ever possible before. 
We depend on our friends and 
social networks to tell us what 
to think about new creative 
works, and that process of  as-
sessment and sharing depends 
on algorithmic filters designed 
to maximise attention, traffic 
and profits. 

Sociologists such as Pierre 
Bourdieu painstakingly mapped 
the deeply social dimensions of  
cultural judgment in the 20th 
century, but today the deeply 
intersubjective nature of  taste 
is not just obvious but almost 
subliminal. Algorithms are 
shaping the reception of  works 
at the forefront, but also the 
periphery. The entire horizon 
of  our cultural perspectives is 
shaped by the filtering mecha-
nisms that populate our news 
feeds, prioritise our inboxes and 
rank our search results. And 
they are, of  course, built out of  
our own collective responses 
to prior stimuli, modelling a 
collective aesthetic project that 
we (often unknowingly) par-
ticipate in with every click and 
purchase.

The immediate creative 
consequence of  this sea change 
is that we are building more 
technical competence into our 
tools. It is getting harder to take 
a really terrible digital photo-
graph, and in correlation the 
average quality of  photographs 
is rising. From automated es-
say critiques to algorithms that 
advise people on fashion errors 
and coordinating outfits, com-
putation is changing aesthetics. 
When every art has its Auto-
Tune, how will we distinguish 
great beauty from an increas-
ingly perfect average?

The visceral reaction is to 
rebel against these simulations 
of  progress and perfection. 
Many artists today explore the 
seams and rough edges of  dig-
ital platforms, creating art out 
of  the glitches and unintended 
juxtapositions that they can eke 
out of  increasingly complicated 
creative systems. A few years 
ago, the American science-
fiction author Bruce Sterling 
helped to champion the idea 
of  the ‘new aesthet-
ic’, predicated on the 
‘eruption of  the digital 
into the physical’. The 
art form celebrates the 
gritty, avant-garde edge 
of  pixelated shear, and 
explores the inherent tensions 
between digital representa-
tions of  culture and the conse-
quences those representations 
have when plucked out of  two-
dimensional server-farm splen-
dour rendered back into richer 
cultural forms. Carefully craft-
ed physical representations of  
8-bit graphic art, giant physical 
pins emulating the skeuomor-
phic place-markers in digital 
map software: these efforts to 
see like machines are also clear-
ly rebellions against the aesthet-
ic constraints of  computation.

Lurking behind these efforts 
to disrupt the normal function-
ing of  computational culture is 
a deeper creative need. What 
we crave most in art, what we 
reward more than anything 
else, is surprise. Marcel Du-

champ’s urinal, the 
introduction of  per-
spective to landscape 
painting, stream-of-
consciousness lit-
erature – these crea-
tive breakthroughs 

achieve much of  their impact 
by shocking us into some new 
perspective on the world. Lit-
tle wonder that the modernist 
poets were so fascinated by the 
metaphors of  blasts and explo-
sions, or that art has such a 
long and complicated history 
with warfare. We need art to 
surprise us in order to blow up 
the world, to create fissures out 
of  which the new can emerge.

Computation is not good 
at this. Algorithms are wonder-
ful for extrapolating from past 
information, but they still lag 
behind human creativity when 
it comes to radical, interesting 
leaps. So far, they are much bet-
ter at identifying and replicat-
ing surprising content than they 
are at producing it themselves. 
Platforms such as Facebook or 
Flickr’s ‘interestingness’ quo-
tient ultimately measures a kind 
of  surprise, one that draws on 
information theory as well as 
aesthetics. We respond to viral 
memes on social media be-
cause they produce something 
unexpected, often leveraging 
the deep relationship between 
surprise and humour. It is tell-
ing that so many memes now 
hide their linguistic tells (more 
tractable to algorithmic watch-
dogs than images) inside GIFs 
and JPEGs that circulate in a 
kind of  shadow economy of  
surprise.

Surprise will remain a hu-
man territory, at least for the 
short term, because it is so idi-
osyncratic in the first place. Our 
sense of  the unpredictable is so 
oddly tuned that true random-
ness can sometimes seem too 
regular, too predictable, like a 
long string of  coin tosses where 
the same side comes up many 
times. At the same time, we are 
quite choosy about the kinds 
of  novelty that count, a form 
of distinction that could, in 
the end, be precisely what we 
mean by aesthetics. How many 
art critiques and book reviews 
boil down to the judgment ‘this 
is a predictable extrapolation’? 
Newness is necessary but not 
sufficient for human surprise. 
There is a cadence, a signifi-
cance that we seek in the aes-
thetics of  surprise that reaches 
deeper than mere randomness. 
As pattern-seeking animals, we 
are looking not just for com-
prehensible behaviours but for 
signs and portents – stories 

about the world that allow us to 
configure reality according to 
an aesthetic logic.

And that aesthetic, the deep-
ly ingrained logic that the poet 
John Keats framed in his ‘Ode 
on a Grecian Urn’ (1819) as 
‘beauty is truth, truth beauty’, 
provides a space for humanity 
in the age of  culture machines. 
There is a future for human 
aesthetics in the modulation, 
the casting of  surprise. We will 
continue responding most pow-
erfully to those creative stimuli 
that somehow reconfigure our 
brains, literally allowing us to 
see in a new way. Machines 
can occasionally do that for us, 
like David Cope’s beguiling, 
algorithmically composed clas-
sical music (which disturbed so 
many audiences by emulating 
masters such as Mozart entirely 
too well). But more often than 
not, it is a human creator who 
bends computational tools to 
achieve a breakthrough that 
somehow becomes more than 
a recombination or incremental 
advancement of  prior work.

Inevitably, the generation 
of  those surprising works will 
grow more dependent on com-
putational tools, following in 
the steps of  every other field 
and industry. And so we come 
to the second major opportu-
nity for human creativity in 
the face of  increasingly intel-

ligent, competent and 
aesthetically capable 
machines. In order to 
survive, but more im-
portantly to thrive, in 
the age of  algorithms, 
we need to cultivate a 

deep respect for algorithmic lit-
eracy and the capacity to ‘read’ 
the impact of  computational 
influences on our work – not 
necessarily to resist those influ-
ences, but to understand them 
and use them to become better 
humans. 

To follow this argument, we 
have to contemplate how com-
putation is changing our funda-
mental cultural grammars of  
action. Our ubiquitous smart-
phones, sensors and platforms 
are more than just new nouns 
on the stage of  cultural practice. 
They are generating new verbs 
and grammatical relationships, 
many of  them so obvious that 
we no longer even pause to con-
template the godlike powers en-
coded in the phrase ‘to Google’ 
something. As the media theo-
rist Lev Manovich’s work on 
Instagram suggests, the gen-
eral dissemination of  cellphone 
cameras goes beyond making 
photography more accessible; 
it fundamentally changes what 

photography means. We are 
starting to perceive the world 
through computational filters, 
perhaps even organising our 
lives around the perfect selfie 
or defining our aesthetic worth 
around the endorsements of  
computationally mediated 
‘friends’.

In other words, digital plat-
forms are imposing exponen-
tial shifts in creative practice 
and possibility. It is possible, 
sometimes even trivial, to make 
genetic code sing or translate 
pitch into colour. Perceived as 
patches, programs, little nests 
of  scripting, databases and 
sensors, such things are just 
demonstrations, methods or 
practices. But these tools are, 
first of  all, endlessly recom-
binant, allowing stunning con-
catenations of  creative cause 
and effect. Second, and more 
importantly, they depend on 
the same universal ideology of  
computation that drives Silicon 
Valley’s continued expansion 
into cultural life. According 
to this logic, it’s all data, from 
DNA to footstep counters, from 
high-frequency stock trading to 
videoblogging. And while that 
makes more aspects of  cultural 
life accessible to algorithms, it 
also makes all the same aspects 
tractable for art.

As creators and apprecia-
tors of  the arts, we would do 
well to remember all the things 
that Google does not know

Artists can now, in a very 
real way, make art out of  the 
stock market or the emanations 
of  our smartphone radio anten-
nae. Art that is surprising, and 
new, and computational. Art 
that reverses the almost gravi-
tational force currently sucking 
agency, money and meaning 
out of  20th-century industries 
and redistributing them to a 
small technological elite. For 
that reason alone, the eman-
cipatory power of  art is vitally 
important as we come to terms 
with the deep consequences of  
cultural computation. Surprise 
might get us to the door but it 
is after our neurons are recon-
figured, after we can see what 
we could not before, that really 
interesting things begin to hap-
pen.

The role of  art in creating 
new forms of  legibility, of  lit-
eracy, will become crucial for 
humans attempting to swim in 
the ocean of  computation, that 
vast deep we can only appreci-
ate through metaphor, analogy 
or creative interpretation. At 
times, it seems like the only way 
we can really come to terms 
with the full consequences of  

algorithms is when they play in 
our cultural spaces, like Goog-
le’s DeepMind machine-learn-
ing algorithm in its path of  con-
quest from Atari videogames to 
the mythically creative game of  
Go, or its equally mesmerising 
and psychedelic image-process-
ing cousin, Deep Dream.

Human creativity has al-
ways been a response to the 
immense strangeness of  reality, 
and now its subject has evolved, 
as reality becomes increasingly 
codeterminate, and intermin-
gled, with computation. If  that 
statement seems extreme, con-
sider the extent to which our 
fundamental perceptions of  
reality – from research in the 
physical sciences to finance to 
the little screens we constantly 
interject between ourselves in 
the world – have changed what 
it means to live, to feel, to know. 
As creators and appreciators 
of  the arts, we would do well 
to remember all the things that 
Google does not know.

The creative response to 
computation needs to pursue 
both of  these avenues – the hu-
man capacity and receptivity 
for surprise; the need for new 
creative computational litera-
cies – to contend with the sea 
change we are living through. 
It’s a challenge that goes be-
yond coming to terms with al-
gorithms, and one that might 
become a question of  survival 
on an intellectual level, if  not a 
physical one.

The remarkable precipice 
we stand beside now is one 
where our tools are, in a trans-
formative way, just as plastic 
as we are. Our algorithmic sys-
tems are watching us, learning 
from us, just as we learn from 
them, creating the possibility 
for a complex dance of  inten-
tion, anticipation, creativity 
and emergence based on indi-
vidual people, algorithms, and 
the social and technical struc-
tures that bracket them all. This 
is terrifying and breathtaking 
all at once, and it’s artists that 
we need most of  all to make 
sense of  a future in which our 
collaborators are strange mirror 
machines of  ourselves. Aesthet-
ics has always been the unfor-
giving terrain where we assess 
pragmatic reality according to 
the impossible standards of  
the world as we wish it would 
be. Computation is a parallel 
project, grounded in the impos-
sible beauty of  abstract math-
ematics and symbolic systems. 
As they come together, we need 
to remain the creators, and not 
the creations, of  our beautiful 
machines.

Art by Algorithm
From book critiques to music choices, 
computation is changing aesthetics. 

Does increasingly average perfection 
lie ahead?

Photo by Boris Horvat/Getty.
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Grand Mufti of the Syrian Republic, Ahmad Badreddin Hassoun meeting with Union Home Minister, 
Rajnath Singh, in New Delhi on Wednesday.

PTI

India assures support 
to Syria in the fight 
against terrorism 

Cabinet approves Rs 25,060 cr for police modernisation 

BSF depending more on technology to guard international border — DG

Darjeeling is back to life after 
three months of shutdown

We plan to put all petroleum products on 
e-commerce platform — Dharmendra Pradhan

Traders are ‘positive’ about GST, need handholding — PM

Back of armed militancy broken, time ripe for political initiative, says general in Kahmir’s Ground Zero 

New Delhi, Sep. 27 (PTI):  
India today assured its sup-
port to Syria in the fight 
against terrorism in the war-
ravaged country, a major 
theatre of  dreaded terror 
group ISIS.

This was conveyed 
when visiting grand mufti 
of Syrian Republic Ahmad 
Badr Eddine Mohammad 
Abid Hassoun met Home 
Minister Rajnath Singh 
here.

Singh assured the grand 
mufti of  India’s support in 
eliminating terrorism in all 
fronts and recollected the 
long- standing friendship 
between India and Syria, an 

official statement said.
Official sources said the 

issue of several Indians join-
ing the ISIS and fighting for 
the terror group in Syria and 
Iraq is understood to have 
figured in the discussion.

The Home Minister 
welcomed the grand mufti 
and discussion was held on 
wide ranging issues includ-
ing terrorism and security, 
the statement said.

Singh was confident 
that bilateral relations will 
improve further by such 
visits and wished that peace 
and stability is restored in 
Syria soon.

T h e  g r a n d  m u f t i 

thanked the home minister 
and appreciated the secular 
credentials of  India. The 
grand mufti was particularly 
pleased to note the signifi-
cance of  unity in diversity 
in India, the statement said.

During the meeting, the 
grand mufti highlighted the 
evils of  terrorism by citing 
the example of  the killing 
of his son by terrorists and 
how he forgave the assassin.

He expressed confi-
dence that India would ex-
tend support in the fight 
against terrorism.

The home minister 
thanked the delegation for 
their visit to India.

New Delhi, Sep. 27 (IANS):  The 
Cabinet Committee on Security 
(CCS) on Wednesday approved Rs 
25,060 crore for police modernisa-
tion over the three fiscal years till 
2019-20.

Home Minister Rajnath Singh 
told reporters after a meeting of the 
Union Cabinet that the central gov-
ernment would contribute around 
80 per cent of money earmarked for 
police modernisation.

“The CCS has cleared an um-
brella scheme for police moderni-
sation. Rs 25,060 crore has been 
approved for 2017-18, 2018-19 and 
2019-20,” he said, adding that the 
share of central government will be 
Rs 18,636 crore and that of states Rs 
6,424 crore.

Special provision has been made 

under the scheme for internal secu-
rity, law and order, women secu-
rity, availability of modern weapons, 
mobility of  police forces, logistics 
support, hiring of helicopters, upgra-
dation of police wireless, National 
Satellite Network, CCTNS project 
and E-prison project, said Rajnath 
Singh. 

Under the umbrella scheme, he 
said, the central budget outlay of Rs 
10,132 crore has been earmarked 
for internal security related expendi-
ture for Jammu and Kashmir, the 
northeastern States and Left Wing 
Extremism (LWE) (Maoist) affected 
states.

The scheme of  Special Cen-
tral Assistance (SCA) for 35 worst 
LWE-affected districts has been 
introduced with an outlay of  Rs 

3,000 crore to tackle the issue of  
underdevelopment in these districts, 
he said, adding an outlay of Rs 100 
crore has also been earmarked in 
the northeastern states for police 
infrastructure upgradation, training 
institutes and investigation facilities. 

“Implementation of this scheme 
would bolster the government’s abil-
ity to address challenges faced in dif-
ferent theatres such as areas affected 
by LWE, Jammu and Kashmir and 
northeast effectively and undertake 
development interventions which 
will catalyze in improving the quality 
of life in these areas and help combat 
these challenges at the same time,” 
Rajnath Singh said. 

He said that new initiatives were 
being introduced to provide assist-
ance to states for upgradation of  

police infrastructure, forensic sci-
ence laboratories, institutions and 
the equipment available with them 
to plug critical gaps in the criminal 
justice system. 

Police stations will be integrated 
to set up a national data base of  
crime and criminals records and it 
will be linked with other pillars of  
criminal justice system such as pris-
ons, forensic science laboratories and 
prosecution offices.

“The umbrella scheme also pro-
vides for setting up of a state-of art 
forensic science laboratory in Amra-
vati (Andhra Pradesh) and upgrada-
tion of Sardar Patel Global Centre 
for Security, Counter Terrorism and 
Anti Insurgency in Jaipur and Gu-
jarat Forensic Science University in 
Gandhinagar,” he said. 

New Delhi, Sep. 27 (IANS): The 
BSF has embarked on the path of  
modernisation and is depending 
more on technology to guard the 
international border with Pakistan, 
its Director General K.K. Sharma 
said on Wednesday.

“Seeing the difficulty of the west-
ern border, I personally feel that the 
future of border guarding lies in the 
use of technology more and more 
than increasing manpower,” Sharma 
said during a media interaction 
organised by the Indian Association 
of Foreign Affairs Correspondents 
(IAFAC) here.

“I said this to one of  the par-
liamentary committees when they 
asked me how many more men you 
would like to have to make the bor-
der absolutely secure,” he said.

Starting with 25 battalions in 
1965 to check intrusions from Pa-
kistan, the Border Security Force 
(BSF) today has 186 battalions.

It is the premier agency for 
guarding the international border 
with Pakistan south of the Chenab 
river - on the north it works under 

the operational control of the Indian 
Army - and in the east it is the first 
line of  defence along the border 
with Bangladesh. While the Assam 
Rifles looks after the border with 
Myanmar, the Sashastra Seema Bal 
(SSB) is in charge of the borders with 
Bhutan and Nepal. 

Sharma said that he told the 
parliamentary committee to give 
more money to buy technology as 
the future of  border guarding lies 
in the use of technology and not in 
increasing manpower.

“So, as a result, we are in the 
process of modernising our border 
guarding and we have launched a 
pilot project,” he said. “Its name is 
Comprehensive Integrated Border 
Management System (CIBMS).”

Sharma said that the CIBMS 
was conceptualised around a year-
and-a-half  back and it was put in 
place around March-April this year.

He said that the work for this has 
been awarded to two companies and 
is being implemented along two five-
km patches in Jammu. 

“We are already using a number 

of  gadgets and technologies,” the 
BSF Director General said.

“For example, we are using 
hand-held thermal imagers (HHTIs). 
Thermal imagers are single most 
important gadget which are used by 
the Border Security Force.”

Sharma said that HHTIs help 
in seeing the heat signature of any 
living being, human or animal, that 
comes towards India.

“So, we are in a position to see 
any attempt at infiltration,” he said. 
“We are using night vision devices, 
we are using cameras, we are using 
radars.”He said that all these gadgets 
and technologies are being integrat-
ed as also some new technologies 
that have not been used by anyone 
in India so far. This smart fence 
would give advanced warning of any 
attempted intrusion or infiltration.

“The second component is to 
take this feed - this alert which is 
created by this smart fence - to the 
decision-making level,” Sharma 
said. 

“This communication they 
make to border outposts (BOPs) or 

even higher. There we will have a 
command and control system. There 
will be a few people monitoring it 
round the clock and the system will 
create an alarm whenever there is 
any attempt to breach it (border).” 

According to the BSF Director 
General, the thermal imagers are 
very sophisticated and can look 20-
25 km inside the enemy territory. 

“However, I don’t need such 
long-distance HHTIs. I need to look 
up to two km on the other side,” he 
said.  Sharma said that apart from 
making the border more secure, the 
CIBMS would also give respite to the 
BSF personnel. 

“We may shift from the present 
patrolling system to the QRT or 
quick response team system where 
they are ready and waiting at the 
border outposts for something to 
happen so that they can go and 
respond,” he said, adding that an 
infra-red intruder detection system 
was also being used in the process.

“So, with the induction of tech-
nology, we want to modernise the 
process of border guarding.”

Darjeeling, Sep. 27 (IANS):  Leaving be-
hind the days of shutdown and the miseries 
that followed, the picturesque hill station of  
Darjeeling on Wednesday bounced back 
to life following the withdrawal of the over 
three-month-long shutdown by the Gorkha 
Janmukti Morcha (GJM).

Markets reopened as people flocked 
to stores for shopping ahead of  “Dasain” 
(Durga Puja), banks resumed operations 
and taxi-cab services re-started in the north 
Bengal hills.

“Fulpatti” (day of flowers) celebrations 
marking the seventh day of Dasain were held 
with zeal by residents carrying banana stalks, 
“Jamara” (barley sprouts) and sugar cane.

Ready to welcome prospective tourists, 
hotels and resorts also kick-started opera-
tions. As many as five hydel power projects 
in the area also resumed power generation.

Some hotels took to Twitter to announce 
that “Darjeeling has opened” after three 
months.

Shops at Sukhia Pokhri in Darjeeling 
district also opened as news about the strike 
being called off spread.

“Normal life resumed even before the 
formal announcement of  withdrawal of  
shutdown. Transport and various trades 
started their operations. Operations also 

resumed in some of  the tea gardens but 
some of these still remained closed as bonus 
was not yet paid to the workers in these gar-
dens,” said Binay Tamang, GJM’s ousted 
leader and head of West Bengal government-
appointed Board of Administrators (BoA).

The GJM had on Tuesday announced 
the withdrawal of its indefinite shutdown in 
the northern West Bengal hills and said the 
situation would return to normal from 6 a.m 
on Wednesday.

The announcement came hours after 
Union Home Minister Rajnath Singh ap-
pealed to them to call off  the over three-
month-long strike and invited them for talks 
to find an amicable solution to the issue.

GJM Assistant General Secretary Jyoti 
Rai on Tuesday said: “After Rajnath Singh’s 
appeal, we had a discussion with senior lead-
ers, including GJM chief Bimal Gurung, and 
decided to withdraw the shutdown from 6 
a.m tomorrow (Wednesday).”

In an audio clip from an undisclosed 
location, Gurung urged the hill residents to 
resume transport services, and reopen shops 
and schools and colleges. He also extended 
greetings for the festive season.

The GJM had called the shutdown, 
which was in its 104th day on Tuesday, 
demanding a separate state of Gorkhaland.

New Delh i ,  Sep.  27 
(IANS):  Trying to leverage 
the benefits of information 
technology, the government 
is planning to put all petro-
leum products on the e-com-
merce platform, Oil Minister 
Dharmendra Pradhan said 

on Wednesday.
“Can we connect oil with 
IT and telecommunica-
tions? We plan to put all 
petroleum products on e-
commerce platform,” Prad-
han said while addressing 
the India Mobile Congress 

here.
The minister said there are 
four crore consumers as 
against one lakh retail outlets 
for petroleum products.
He also said the industry has 
an annual turnover of Rs 6.5 
lac. cr.

New Delhi, Sep. 27 (PTI): Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi today said 
traders across the country are “posi-
tive” about GST and accepting the 
new taxation arrangement but they 
need “handholding” so that their 
problems can be resolved.

He urged the chief  secretaries 
to use the district administration in 
this regard, so that small traders are 
facilitated to access and adopt the 
new system, according to a PMO 
statement.

Modi was chairing a meeting of  
Pro-Active Governance and Timely 
Implementation (PRAGATI), a 
monthly exercise of  interaction 
with top officials of  the states via 

video conference.
At the meeting, the prime min-

ister reiterated that small businesses 
must register with the GST network 
to take advantage of  business op-
portunities, the PMO statement 
said. He said that the common 
man and the trader must benefit 
from this “path-breaking” decision, 
it added. The prime minister also 
called for sustained efforts to boost 
digital payments and work towards 
a less cash society.

Reviewing the progress towards 
handling and resolution of  griev-
ances related to the banking sector, 
he asked the Secretary, Financial 
Services, to look at ways to increase 

the use of  RuPay debit cards that 
have been issued to Jan Dhan ac-
count holders, the statement said.

He was briefed on the relief  that 
has been received by the Jan Dhan 
account holders, as part of  the in-
surance provisions that are linked 
to these accounts, it added.

At the 22nd monthly meeting, 
the prime minister reviewed the 
progress of  nine infrastructure 
projects in the railway, road, power, 
coal and gas pipeline sectors, the 
statement said.

These projects, with a cumu-
lative worth of  over Rs 37,000 
crore, are spread over several states 
including Telangana, Karnataka, 

West Bengal, Manipur, Mizoram, 
Kerala, Tamil Nadu, Chhattisgarh, 
Jharkhand and Delhi. Progress 
on the India-Myanmar Friendship 
Bridge project was also reviewed.

The prime minister also took 
stock of the progress of the Nation-
al Heritage City Development and 
Augmentation Yojana (HRIDAY), 
and the Sugamya Bharat Abhiyan 
(Accessible India Campaign) for 
the Divyang.

He said that while many union 
government departments are now 
using the Government e-Market-
place (GeM), only 10 states have so 
far shown keenness in using it, the 
statement said.

Awantipora (J-K), Sep. 27 (PTI): 
The back of  armed militancy in 
Kashmir is virtually broken, and now 
a great deal of  “political sagacity” is 
needed to ensure that a lasting solu-
tion to the decades-long separatist 
problem is found, the army com-
mander of  the key South Kashmir 
area has said.

“There is no semblance of  any 
space where militants or separatists 
are in control. Militants are in self-
preservation mode,” Maj. Gen. B 
S Raju, the head of  Victor Force 
that performs counter-insurgency 
operations in five districts of  South 
Kashmir, told PTI in an interview 
yesterday.

He said his focus now is on ensur-
ing that there are no new recruitments 
into the militant cadres and reach-
ing out to the people to convince 
them that the army is there to help, 
for which his troops have already 
embarked on a series of  projects in 
schools and colleges.

“Overall, most people want a 
solution. They want to get out of  
this cycle of  violence,” said Raju, the 
general officer commanding of  Victor 
Force, based in Awantipora, about 33 

km south of  Srinagar.
South Kashmir was known as the 

Ground Zero of Jammu and Kashmir 
militancy with the highest number of  
attacks on security forces recorded 
here last year. But 73 militants have 
been killed this year in this region 
alone, more than twice the average 
number in previous years. It is be-
lieved that about 120 armed militants 
remain, possibly 150.

“These days they are not target-
ing the army directly, but are looking 
at softer targets. They are sometimes 
hitting civilians on the plea of  neu-
tralising informants,” said Raju, who 
took over in March this year.

“The situation has been brought 
to a level where political initiative 
can be started. It is good to see politi-
cal engagement has started,” he said, 
referring to a flurry of  comments by 
Central government and ruling party 
figures on New Delhi s willingness 
to hold talks with all stakeholders 
in Kashmir. This has also been wel-
comed by separatist leaders including 
Mirwaiz Umar Farooq.

“It depends on the political sagac-
ity of  the central government. It will 
depend a great deal on the central 

government. You can’t police out 
militancy from here,” he said.

But he noted that “a great deal of  
straight talking” with Kashmiris is 
needed to tell them what can be given 
and what s not on the table.

“We need to tell people here that 
‘azadi’ under no circumstances is pos-
sible. And anything is possible under 
the Constitution. If  you keep harping 
on ‘azadi’ you will be in a state of  
misery for a long time,” he said.

Because of  the success against 
home-grown militants, the army 
expects cross border infiltration to in-
crease in the next few weeks to make 
up for the dead militants. I anticipate 
more and more attempts to replenish 
the depleting cadres ...

(but) the window for infiltration 
is narrowing as winter is approach-
ing., said Raju, who headed the Uri 
brigade in 2012.

One of  the biggest problems that 
security forces and the government is 
facing is the radicalisation and aliena-
tion of  the younger, school going gen-
eration. It had become increasingly 
common to see young teenagers and 
some as old as eight getting involved 
in stone pelting. The children are not 

necessarily driven by ideology but 
because it is seen as an act of  bravery, 
bordering on bravado.

To keep the children engaged and 
to show them that the soldiers are 
on their side, Raju said the army has 

launched a series of  outreach pro-
grammes such as sports and painting 
competitions, distributing stationary, 
taking children on treks and giving 
them packed meals.

He noted that most of  the mili-
tants, pro-independence activists 
or even the stone pelters have little 
grasp on the meaning of  ‘azadi’, even 
though it has become a catchphrase.

They do not necessarily want 
freedom from India.

“But most people do want free-
dom from the overt presence of  
security forces...I understand that, 
but people should also know that we 
are here only for their protection and 
once militancy is stamped out of  the 
Valley, security forces will be back in 
barracks,” he said.

Like other officials, both govern-
ment and security agencies, Raju also 
emphasised on the need to have a ro-
bust juvenile justice system, compris-
ing humane detention centres.

At present, the juvenile stone pel-
ters are arrested en masse.

Although they are eventually let 
off  there is no attempt to deradicalise 
them, which ensures that they go back 
into circulation with greater vigour.

Gujarat bags comprehensive development of tourism award 
New Delhi, Sep. 27 (PTI):  Gujarat was 
named the best state for Comprehensive 
Development of Tourism at the National 
Tourism Awards presented by President 
Ram Nath Kovind today.

The award in the Hall of Fame cat-
egory was received by Gujarat’s Minister 
of  Tourism Ganpat Singh Vasava and 
Principal Secretary S J Haider at a func-
tion at Vigyan Bhavan.

Gujarat was followed by Madhya 
Pradesh.

The Hall of  Fame Awards were 
introduced this year and given to states, 
organisations and agencies which have 
won the National Tourism Award in the 
same category for three consecutive years.

The other states which have made it 
to the awards list for their contribution to 
tourism are Kerala, Rajasthan, Goa and 
Andhra Pradesh.

Kovind while giving away the awards 
said that there was potential for growth 
in different segments of  tourism like 
spiritual, medical, wildlife and adventure.

Noting that the tourism industry gen-
erates significant amount of employment, 
he said that it should push forward in 
creating more opportunities and thereby 
eliminating poverty.

Speaking on the occasion, the presi-
dent said that tourism is one of the largest 
industries in the world. Its evolution can 
be estimated from the fact that the number 
of tourists all over the world has increased 
from 2.5 cr. in 1950 to 123 cr. in 2016.

Kovind also launched three key initia-
tives of the ministry - Incredible India 2.0 
Campaign, which will celebrate India 
worldwide, an Incredible India website 
and the Adopt A Heritage Project in 
which heritage sites will be entrusted to 
PSUs and the private sector for the devel-
opment of tourist amenities.

He urged the ministry to draft policies 
that would strengthen the benefits and 
reduce the costs of tourism. Kovind also 
called upon leaders of travel and tourism 
industry to share their vision and innova-
tive ideas on tourism.

President Ram Nath Kovind gives Best State for Comprehensive Develop-
ment of Tourism award to Gujarat Tourism Minister Ganpatsinh Vasava dur-
ing National Tourism Awards for 2015-16, in New Delhi on Wednesday.  

PTI

 Maj. Gen. B S Raju, the general officer commanding of Victor Force that performs coun-
ter-insurgency operations in five districts of South Kashmir, during an interview with PTI in 
Awantipora, J & K. 

PTI
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FILE - In this Saturday, March 29, 2014 file photo, Aziza Yousef drives a car on a highway in Riyadh, 
Saudi Arabia, as part of a campaign to defy Saudi Arabia’s ban on women driving.  Saudi Arabia says 
it will allow women to drive for the first time in the ultra-conservative kingdom. 

Mattis, NATO chief renew 
commitment to Afghan conflict

Iraq threatens to impose 
flight ban on Kurdistan

US totally prepared for “military option’’ on N Korea — Trump

New US sanctions will pressure 
Pyongyang to negotiate: Seoul

Ex-Thai PM sentenced in 
absentia to five years in prison

Rohingya refugees in B’desh 
now 700,000 plus: UN

“A positive step toward promoting the rights and opportunities of women in Saudi Arabia,” says Trump

Saudi women will be allowed to drive in the kingdom in 2018Macron proposes 
creation of 
EU military 
intervention force

Kabul, Sep. 27 (PTI/AFP): US 
Defence Secretary Jim Mattis and 
NATO chief  Jens Stoltenberg re-
newed their commitment to Afghan-
istan today, as the Taliban launched 
a rocket attack that wounded five 
civilians in Kabul.

Mattis is the first member of US 
President Donald Trump’s cabinet 
to visit the war-torn country since 
Trump pledged to stay the course in 
America’s longest war.

In a sign of  the country’s con-
tinuing insecurity a volley of rockets 
landed on a house near Kabul inter-
national airport hours after Mattis 
flew in, the interior ministry said.

Five members of the same fam-
ily were wounded in the assault 
claimed by the Taliban, which said 
on social media the missiles had 
been aimed at Mattis’s plane 

A stand-off  between security 
forces and the attackers is under way.

The unannounced high-level 
visit comes as Afghanistan’s belea-
guered security forces struggle to 
beat back the Taliban, which has 
been on the offensive since the with-
drawal of  US-led NATO combat 
troops at the end of 2014.

Mattis, along with Stoltenberg, 
was to hold talks with President 

Ashraf  Ghani and other top of-
ficials to discuss the US-led NATO 
“train and assist” mission designed 
to strengthen Afghanistan’s military 
so it can defend the country on its 
own.

At a joint news conference with 
Ghani at the presidential palace 
Mattis and Stoltenberg pledged 
the support of  US and NATO 
allies to the Afghan conflict and 
expressed determination to stop 
the country becoming a safe haven 
for terrorists.

The foreign assistance would 
give Afghan forces a “compelling 
battlefield advantage over anything 
the Taliban stands to mass against” 
it, Mattis told reporters.

Stoltenberg said: “The more 
stable Afghanistan is the more safe 
we will be,” adding that more than 
15 NATO members had agreed to 
send additional troops.

US generals have for months 
been describing the situation in 
Afghanistan as a stalemate, despite 
years of support for Afghan partners, 
continued help from a NATO coali-
tion and an overall cost in fighting 
and reconstruction to the United 
States of more than USD 1 trillion.

The war turns 16 in October and 

America is pressing NATO partners 
to increase their own troop levels in 
the country to help Afghan forces get 
the upper hand in the grinding battle 
against the Taliban and the Islamic 
State group.

The resurgent Taliban have 
promised to turn Afghanistan into 
a “graveyard” for foreign forces and 
have been mounting deadly attacks 
as they maintain their grip on large 
swathes of the country.

As of  February only about 60 
percent of Afghanistan’s 407 districts 
were reported to be under govern-
ment control, according to the US 
watchdog agency SIGAR.

Under Trump’s plan, the US is 
sending more than 3,000 additional 
troops to Afghanistan, on top of  
the 11,000 already on the ground, 
to train and advise the country’s 
security forces.

NATO allies have around 5,000 
troops deployed around the country.

Critics have questioned what the 
extra US soldiers can accomplish 
that previous forces -- who numbered 
some 100,000 at the height of  the 
fighting -- were unable to.

Earlier this year Ghani ordered 
a near-doubling of  the country’s 
Special Operations Command -- the 

elite fighting force spearheading 
Afghanistan’s war against insurgents 
-- from 17,000 as part of a four-year 
plan that also aims to strengthen 
Afghanistan’s air force.

While Afghan authorities have 
welcomed Trump’s open-ended 
commitment to increase US troop 
numbers, they know it will take time 
to improve the fighting abilities of  
their own forces.

Afghanistan’s soldiers have been 
severely demoralised and weakened 
by huge casualties, desertions and 
corruption.

In an acknowledgement of their 
impotence, the government is con-
sidering a plan to train and arm 
20,000 civilians to defend territories 
where Islamic militants have been 
driven out. 

Earlier this week SIGAR criti-
cised US efforts to train Afghani-
stan’s security forces, saying they 
were being hampered by slapdash 
instruction, shoddy oversight and 
failures in governance.

Mattis flew to Kabul from New 
Delhi where he met his Indian coun-
terpart Nirmala Sitharaman, who 
made it clear that India would not 
deploy troops to Afghanistan as part 
of Trump’s strategy.

Baghdad, Sep. 27 (IANS): 
Iraq on Tuesday gave the 
leaders of  Iraqi Kurdis-
tan 72 hours to hand over 
control of  airports in the 
autonomous region or 
face a ban on international 
flights.

Iraqi Prime Minister 
Haider al-Abadi issued the 
ultimatum following a Cab-
inet meeting, Efe reported.

The Cabinet also de-
cided to assert control over 
all border checkpoints in 
Iraqi Kurdistan and to close 
all unofficial crossings.

“We will not negotiate 
with Kurdistan on the basis 
of the results of the unilat-

eral and unconstitutional 
referendum.”

Iraq’s constitution rec-
ognises Kurdistan as an 
autonomous part of  a fed-
eral state.

On Monday,  I raq i 
Kurds held a non-binding 
referendum on independ-
ence, defying the wishes of  
the governments of  Iraq, 
Turkey and Iran. 

Al-Abadi criticised the 
Kurdish leaders for going 
ahead with the vote despite 
widespread international 
opposition, not only from 
neighboring countries, but 
from the US and several 
European nations as well.

Washington, Sep. 27 (PTI): Amer-
ica is totally prepared for a military 
option on North Korea, President 
Donald Trump has said as he called 
on all “responsible nations” to join 
forces and isolate Pyongyang to 
ensure its complete denuclearisation.

The strong reaction from the US 
president came a day after North Ko-
rea said that it was ready to defend 
itself by shooting down US bombers.

North Korea’s Foreign Minister 
Ri Yong Ho, who was in New York 
early this week, had accused Trump 
of declaring war against his country.

“We are totally prepared for 
the second (military) option. Not a 
preferred option, but if we take that 

option, it will be devastating -- I can 
tell you that -- devastating for North 
Korea. That’s called the military op-
tion. If we have to take it, we will,” 
Trump told reporters yesterday in a 
joint news conference with the visit-
ing Spanish Prime Minister Mariano 
Rajoy. Responding to a question, 
Trump said that the North Korean 
leader (Kim Jong Un) is “acting 
very badly”. He’s saying things that 
should “never, ever” be said, alleged 
the US President.

“North Korea is a situation that 
should have been handled 25 years 
ago, 20 years ago, 15 years ago, 10 
years ago, and five years ago, and it 
could have been handled much more 

easily,” he said. Trump said previous 
US administrations had left a mess 
for him to clear.

He said that North Korea’s nu-
clear weapons and missile pro-
gramme threatened the entire world 
with unthinkable loss of life.

“As such all nations must act 
now to ensure the regime’s complete 
denuclearisation,” he said.

“It is time for all responsible 
nations to join forces, to isolate the 
North Korean menace,” Trump said 
as he appreciated the UN Security 
Council voting twice to adopt hard-
hitting resolutions against North 
Korea.

Trump also praised China’s lat-

est action to restrict its trade with 
North Korea. “This is something 
that people would have thought 
unthinkable even two months ago. 
I want to thank President Xi (Jin-
ping),” he said.

North Korea has been working 
to develop nuclear-tipped missiles 
capable of hitting the U.S. mainland, 
and conducted its sixth and largest 
nuclear test this month. 

so far, economic measures have 
not deterred Pyongyang from a 
string of  missile tests. Trump and 
the North Korean regime have ex-
changed fiery rhetoric in recent days, 
escalating tensions between the two 
nations.

Seoul, Sep. 27 (IANS): The South Korean 
government on Wednesday expressed its 
satisfaction over the new sanctions imposed 
on North Korea by the US, saying that the 
measures would help pressure Pyongyang 
into negotiations over its nuclear pro-
gramme.

The US Treasury Department on Tues-
day approved a new package of sanctions on 
eight North Korean banks and 26 financial 
representatives working in various countries.

“The latest action is expected to help 
alert individuals and entities in third coun-
tries doing business with North Korea by 
highlighting the danger of doing it,” a For-
eign Ministry spokesperson in Seoul told 
Yonhap news agency.

The official added that South Korea 
hoped these sanctions could “contribute 
to strengthening the international commu-
nity’s resolve to faithfully enforce UNSC 
resolutions,” and pressure North Korea into 
negotiating.

This was the latest package of sanctions 

imposed unilaterally by Washington on 
Pyongyang over its continuing weapons tests, 
including the test conducted on September 3.

The UN Security Council also passed a 
new resolution in response to the September 
3 weapon test, which was the second one 
adopted this year, while the first resolution 
has already limited oil exports to the hermit 
country.

Among the business entities targeted 
by the new sanctions are the Foreign Trade 
Bank and the Central Bank of the Demo-
cratic People’s Republic of Korea, as well as 
the Agricultural Development Bank and the 
International Industrial Development Bank.

North Korea’s international financial 
representatives based in China, Russia, 
Libya and the United Arab Emirates are also 
included on the sanctions list.

As a result, the assets that these business 
entities have under US jurisdiction will be 
frozen. They are also prohibited from carry-
ing out any financial transactions with their 
US counterparts.

Bangkok, Sep. 27 (PTI/
AP): A Thai court today 
sentenced ousted Prime 
Minister Yingluck Shinawat-
ra in absentia to five years in 
prison for alleged negligence 
in a money-losing rice sub-
sidy program.

Yingluck, who says the 
charges are politically mo-
tivated, is believed to have 
fled the country last month 
before the court session at 
which the verdict initially 
was to have been delivered.

Yingluck’s government 
was overthrown in a military 
coup in 2014.

She and her supporters 
said she was innocent and 
was persecuted as part of  
an effort to dismantle the 
political machine of  her 
brother, former Prime Min-
ister Thaksin Shinawatra, 
a telecommunications ty-
coon.

Thaksin was toppled 
from power by a 2006 mili-
tary coup after being ac-

cused of  abuse of  power, 
corruption and disrespect 
for the country’s monarchy.

He is living in self-im-
posed exile to avoid serving 
a prison term for what he 
calls a politically motivated 
2008 conviction on a conflict 
of interest charge.

Yingluck, who inherited 
the leadership of Thaksin’s 
political machine and was 
elected prime minister in 
2011, became a proxy target 
for his enemies as well.

The rice subsidy scheme 
was a flagship policy that 
helped Yingluck’s Pheu Thai 
Party win the 2011 general 
election.

The government paid 
farmers about 50 per cent 
above what they would have 
received on the world mar-
ket, with the intention of  
driving up prices by ware-
housing the grain.

Instead, other rice-pro-
ducing countries captured 
the market by selling at com-

petitive prices. Vietnam as 
a result replaced Thailand 
as the world’s leading rice 
exporter.

Prosecutors argued that 
Yingluck ignored warnings 
of corruption in the subsidy 
program and was guilty of  
dereliction of duty.

Her critics describe the 
overriding motive of the pro-
gram as political, an effort 
to buy the loyalty of  rural 
voters with state funds.

Thaksin’s supporters, 
who delivered him unprec-
edented electoral victories, 
believe his only offense was 
challenging the power of  
the country’s traditional 
elite, led by monarchists 
and the military, and sup-
ported by the urban middle 
class. 

They believe his popular 
appeal, earned by popu-
list policies benefiting the 
less well-off  rural majority, 
threatened the traditional 
ruling class’ privilege. 

United Nations, Sep. 27 
(IANS): The number of  
Rohingya refugees who 
fled Myanmar to Bangla-
desh since late August has 
reached 480,000, challeng-
ing efforts to care for them, 
UN spokesman Stephane 
Dujarric said on Tuesday.

“The Office for the Co-
ordination of Humanitarian 
Affairs (OCHA) says that 
the number of  Rohingya 
refugees who have fled My-
anmar into Bangladesh since 
late August has now topped 
480,000,” he said. “This 
brings the total number of  
Rohingya refugees in Bang-
ladesh to more than 700,000 
people.”

The Rohingya, a Mus-
lim ethnic minority, are de-
nied citizenship under a 
1982 Myanmar citizenship 
law. The Myanmar gov-
ernment recognizes them 
as illegal immigrants from 
neighbouring Bangladesh.

A crackdown by My-
anmar’s army, launched in 
response to attacks by Ro-
hingya militants on August 
25, has pushed vast numbers 
of refugees from the stateless 
Muslim minority across the 
border with Bangladesh. 
The violence has incubated a 
humanitarian crisis on both 
sides of the border.

“As part of its contribu-

tion to the response plan led 
by the Bangladeshi authori-
ties, a cargo jet chartered by 
the UNHCR (UN Refugee 
Agency) carrying 100 metric 
tons of urgently needed shel-
ter supplies landed in Dha-
ka this (Tuesday), Dujarric 
said. “Two more aid flights 
are scheduled to arrive.”

“Despite the efforts be-
ing made on the ground, the 
massive influx seeking safety 
is outpacing the capacity to 
respond,” the spokesman 
said. “Many of  those re-
cently arrived are deeply 
traumatized.”

The latest refugees, 
mainly women and chil-
dren, have been telling au-
thorities they were chased 
from their homes by vigilan-
tes after a deadly rebel raid 
August 25 on security posts 
in northern Rakhine State. 
Their homes were then set 
ablaze.

“At the request of  au-
thorities in Bangladesh, UN-
HCR and its partners have 
scaled up protection and 
life-saving support to the 
new arrivals in Kutupalong 
and Nayapara camps,” he 
said, adding that the refu-
gees agency is also distribut-
ing emergency shelter kits, 
kitchen sets, jerry cans, sleep 
lamps, solar lamps and other 
supplies.

During his visit to Bang-
ladesh over the weekend, 
High Commissioner for 
Refugees Filippo Grandi 
discussed the importance of  
working with Bangladeshi 
authorities.

He said that for now 
the immediate focus has 
to remain on fast, efficient 
and substantial increases of  
support to those who are so 
desperately in need.

The World Food Pro-
gram has enrolled 460,000 
people to receive 25 kilos of  
rice every two weeks for the 
next six months, Dujarric 
said. More than 200,000 
people have received an 
emergency supply of  high-
energy biscuits.

He also said the WFP is 
especially concerned about 
the health of  women and 
children arriving hungry and 
malnourished and is provid-
ing nearly 60,000 of  them 
with food to date. 

“The World Health Or-
ganization has helped set 
up a control room for the 
Bangladeshi Health Minis-
try operation in Cox’s Ba-
zar,” he said. 

“The control room will 
monitor the health situation, 
provide early warning alerts 
and coordinate the work 
of  health workers on the 
ground.

Riyadh, Sep. 27 (PTI/AP): Saudi Ara-
bia’s surprise decision to grant women the 
right to drive in the conservative kingdom 
marks a significant expansion in women’s 
rights, but activists said today it is also 
only the first step in a long list of demands 
for equality.

Saudi Arabia was the only country 
in the world to ban women from driving. 
The royal decree yesterday comes into 
effect next summer, but it comes nearly 
three decades after women began agitat-
ing for the right to drive.

As recently as 2013, dozens of wom-
en uploaded videos online of themselves 
behind the wheel of a car during a cam-
paign launched by Saudi rights activists.

Some videos showed families and 
male drivers giving women a “thumbs-
ups,” suggesting many were ready for 
the change.

While women in other Muslim coun-
tries drove freely, the kingdom’s blanket 
ban attracted negative publicity.

Neither Islamic law nor Saudi traffic 
law explicitly prohibited women from 
driving, but they were not issued licenses 
and were detained if  they attempted to 
drive.

The decision to change course and 
grant women licenses was praised by the 
White House, which said President Don-
ald Trump views the change as “a positive 
step toward promoting the rights and op-
portunities of women in Saudi Arabia.” 

The secretary-general of the United 
Nations Antonio Guterres described it as 
“an important step in the right direction.” 

British Prime Minister Theresa also 
hailed the decision, saying the empower-
ment of women around the world “is key 
to nations’ economic development.” 

Prince Khaled bin Salman, Saudi 
Arabia’s ambassador to Washington and 
the king’s son, said that letting women 

drive is a “huge step forward” and that 
“society is ready.” 

“This is the right time to do the 
right thing,” he told reporters in the US 
Women will be allowed to obtain licenses 
without the permission of a male relative. 

Aziza Youssef, a professor at King 
Saud University and one of Saudi Ara-
bia’s most vocal women’s rights activists, 
said women were “happy” but also that 
the change was “the first step in a lot of  
rights we are waiting for.” 

“I am really excited. This is a good 
step forward for women’s rights,” she said 
speaking to The Associated Press from 
Saudi Arabia.

Saudi history offers many examples 
of  women being punished simply for 

operating a vehicle.
In 1990, 50 women were arrested for 

driving and lost their passports and their 
jobs. More than 20 years later, a woman 
was sentenced in 2011 to 10 lashes for 
driving, though the late King Abdullah 
overturned the sentence.

As recently as late 2014, two Saudi 
women were detained for more than two 
months for defying the ban on driving 
when one of them attempted to cross the 
Saudi border with a license from neigh-
boring United Arab Emirates in an act 
of defiance.

The decree indicated that women 
will not be allowed to drive immediately. 
A committee will be formed to look into 
how to implement the new order, which 

is slated to take effect in June 2018.
For years, the kingdom has incre-

mentally granted women more rights 
and visibility, including participation in 
the Olympic Games in London and Rio, 
positions on the country’s top consulta-
tive council and the right to run and vote 
in local elections in 2015.

Despite these openings, Saudi wom-
en remain largely subject to the whims 
of men due to guardianship laws, which 
bar them from obtaining a passport, 
traveling abroad or marrying without 
the consent of a male relative. Women 
who attempt to flee abusive families have 
also faced imprisonment or been forced 
into shelters.

King Salman and his young son and 
heir, Crown Prince Mohammed bin Sal-
man, tested the waters over the weekend 
by allowing women into the country’s 
main stadium in Riyadh for annual cel-
ebrations of the nation’s founding. The 
stadium had previously been reserved 
for all-male crowds to watch sporting 
events.

Women and men also flooded a main 
street in the capital, bopping their heads 
to pop music as green lights flickered 
overhead in the color of the flag.

The scene was shocking for a city 
in which gender segregation is strictly 
enforced and where women are seldom 
seen walking the streets, much less mixing 
in close quarters with males.

The 32-year-old crown prince has also 
opened the country to more entertain-
ment, allowing musical concerts and even 
a Comic-Con event as part of  a wide-
ranging push to reform the economy and 
society.

This year, the government announced 
that for the first time girls in public 
schools would be allowed to play sports 
and have access to physical education.

The decree stated that the majority of  
Muslim scholars on the country’s highest 
clerical council agreed that Islam allows 
women the right to drive.

However, many of those same ultra-
conservative clerics, who wield power and 
influence in the judiciary and education 
sectors, have also spoken out in the past 
against women driving, playing sports or 
entering the workforce. They argue such 
acts corrupt society and lead to sin.

One Saudi cleric even stated in 2013 
that driving could affect a woman’s ova-
ries and hurt her fertility. That same year, 
around 150 clerics and religious scholars 
held a rare protest outside the Saudi king’s 
palace against efforts by women seeking 
the right to drive.

Almost immediately after the news 
broke, an Arabic hashtag on Twitter was 
trending that said: “The women of my 
house won’t drive.” 

Women in Saudi Arabia have long 
had to rely on male relatives to get to work 
or run errands, complicating government 
efforts to boost household incomes as 
lower oil prices force austerity measures. 
The more affluent have male drivers.

In major cities, women can access 
ride-hailing apps such as Uber and Car-
eem.

Saudi rights activist Sahar Nasief, 
who lives in in the Red Sea city of Jiddah, 
has for years been involved in the cam-
paign for women to drive. She said she 
couldn’t believe the news when her son 
called to tell her. She immediately opened 
Saudi state TV to confirm if it was true.

“I am very optimistic about the fu-
ture,” she said. 

“Things have to change. People are 
demanding it. Young people don’t want 
to live the way we lived. They want to 
live better. They want to live how other 
people are living.”

Paris, Sep. 27 (IANS): The 
President of France on Tues-
day proposed the creation of  
a European force to be used 
for military interventions 
which would be ready to act 
by the start of next decade.

In a speech in which 
he outlined his vision for 
the European Union, Em-
manuel Macron said that 
this would help form the 
base for close defense and 
security cooperation among 
the bloc’s member states.

“By the start of the next 
decade, Europe must be 
provided with a common in-
tervention force, a common 
defense project and a com-
mon doctrine with which 
to act,” Efe quoted Macron 
as saying. In the face of the 
international terror threat, 
Macron insisted that the 
EU needed an intelligence 
academy, a counter-terror 
prosecutor’s office and a 
common defense fund.

He also championed the 
formation of  a European 
civil protection force that 
would be activated for natu-
ral disasters such as wildfires, 
hurricanes or earthquakes.

“I want that a European 
office for asylum requests 
be created to accelerate and 
harmonize proceedings,” he 
said, adding that a European 
border police force should 
be progressively set in place 
alongside a vast programme 
to aid refugees’ integration.
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Shah Rukh Khan is my muse: Farah Khan
Choreographer-filmmaker Farah Khan says Bollywood superstar Shah Rukh Khan is 
her muse. She feels whenever the two work together for a film, they create magic. Farah 
has directed Shah Rukh in films like “Main Hoon Na”, “Om Shanti Om” and “Happy 
New Year”. Farah, 52, says she enjoys shooting with Shah Rukh.  She said: “There is a 
comfort level also and we enjoy the process. It’s one of the most enjoyable processes of  
making a film when he does a movie with me.... I was joking and telling him the other day 
that ‘Where will you go...humara janam janmanter ka rishta hai’ (‘Where will you go our 
relationship is for life’).” Farah is currently seen hosting the Star Plus show “Lip Sing Bat-
tle”, which is an Indian adaptation of the successful international show “Lip Sync Battle”.  
Each episode of the show features two celebrities coming face-to-face as they are pitted 
against each other in a competition of winning by their ability to lip-sync songs. (IANS)

(L To R) - Gugs Chishi, Alobo Naga, Kailash Kher and Uday Benegal.

Aerosmith cancels tour dates 
due to Steven Tyler’s health

Alobo Naga launches ‘Kini’ in Mumbai

‘Thor...’ one of the best shoots I’ve 
been part of — Chris Hemsworth

Got Rs 75 as my first salary, 
says Salman Khan

10 am, 5.30 pm- Kingsman: 
The golden circle (Eng) 12.30 pm, 8 pm- Bhoomi (Hindi) 3 pm- Haseena Parkar (Hindi)

TickeT raTes
Silver Rs. 80
Gold Rs. 150

Platinum Rs. 320

HILL STAR 
Movie Schedule

Hill Star is thrilled to announce 
its valued HillStarCinema 

fans that the hall is now live at 
BookMyShowIN You can now 

BUY tickets online! 

R
ock band Aerosmith 
cancelled its remaining 
tour dates as its frontman 
Steven Tyler is recovering 
from “unexpected medical 

issues.”
Tyler announced the news with an 

apology on his Twitter account, reports 
aceshowbiz.com.

“Unfortunately, due to unexpected 
medical issues, lead singer Steven Tyler 
is seeking immediate care and has been 
advised by his doctors that he cannot 
travel or perform at this time. There-
fore, the last four shows of the South 
American tour will be cancelled,” read 
the statement posted on Tuesday. 

The cancelled tour dates include 
those in Brazil, Chile, Argentina and 
Mexico. 

The statement further read: “Steven 
is expected to make a full recovery. With 
proper rest and treatment he will be back 
on his feet soon rocking the world.” 

“To everybody in South America... 
Brazil, Chile, Argentina and Mexico... 
I’m very sorry and feel like I’ve let you 
down. I won’t be able to continue the 
last four shows of this tour. I flew back 

to the US on doctor’s orders 
last night after the show in 
Sao Paulo. 

“I am not in a life threat-
ening condition, but I need 
to deal with this right away, 
and get some rest and medical 
care immediately in order to 
sustain and maintain my future 
performances. I promise I’ll be 
back. Unfortunately, health does not 
wait and it’s something even I can’t 
schedule around our shows. As they 
say, ‘We humans make plans, and 
God laughs....’ I love you all and will 
be back with you soon,” the note 
read. 

Tyler’s medical situation is cur-
rently undisclosed. The five-member 
rock band hit the road since May 
this year as part of their “Aero-
Vederci Baby! Tour”. 

They had visited European 
and Middle East countries 
as part of the tour. Their last 
studio album “Music from An-
other Dimension” was released 
in 2012. 

IANS

A
lobo Naga, 
front man 
of  Alobo 
Naga and 
The Band 

(ANTB) and winner of  
MTV EMA 2012 - Best 
Indian Act, launched his 
second full-length  album 
titled ‘Kini’ at Hard Rock 
Cafe, Worli, Mumbai on 
Tue. Sep. 26, 2017 under 
the flagship property 
ARISE curated by Artist 
Aloud and Hard Rock 
Cafe together.

Kini means two in the 
Sumi dialect and has 12 
peppy songs to enthral lis-
teners from all age groups. 
The album is produced, 
mixed and mastered by 
MOTO from Germany.

‘Kini’ was launched 
in the presence of  Music 
Task Force Director Gugs 
Chishi, renowned Bol-
lywood singer  Kailash 

Kher and legend in 
itself  Uday Benegal of  

Indus Creed.
Speaking more 

on the occasion, 

Alobo Naga stated, “the 
album took one year to 
complete and it is a real 
special feeling for me 
today. The hard work put 
by all the people associ-
ated with this project has 
finally paid off. I am so 
grateful to Artistaloud, 
Hard Rock Cafe, Chishi,  
Kher, Benegal and my 

teacher Nise Meronu for 
the love and support to 
turn Kini into reality. Not 
to forget the lovely crowd 
who turned out in mas-
sive numbers to support 
the album.”

Alobo sang all the 
important tracks from 
the album like L&T, 
WOLO, Never Let You 

Go, Chasing Ghosts and 
is well supported by Nise 
Meruno on piano for a 
special session classic 
songs from Elvis Presley, 
Boyzone and Beyonce. 
Melange a jazz, folk rock 
band from Mumbai sang 
some foot tapping number 
as an opening act.

EMN

Kelsea Ballerini likes 
Taylor Swift’s advice

S
inger Kelsea Ballerini likes the ad-
vice singer Taylor Swift gave her, as 
she asked the former to just go with 
her gut feeling and believe in herself.

Ballerini’s career has been com-
pared to that of Swift and even their respective 

new albums “Unapologetically” and “Reputa-
tion” will be released within a week of each other in 
Novem- ber. The singers have remained close 
friends.

“Tay- lor’s just really good at being yourself... That’s 
always been her advice -- go with your gut, go with 
your heart, follow that and not anything else,” Ballerini told 
billboard.com. “I was just texting with her today! She’s amaz-
ing and she’s supportive. We’re obviously in different genres 
now, but we’re both songwriters at heart and root each other 
on,” she added. 

IANS

Dearest Jungtila,
 This is the day that the Lord 

has made and the moment to celebrate 
today for all us making this auspicious 
day very special and meaningful. Your 
smile and your presence on this earth 
is a living example to cherished upon. 
As you step in to another glorious 
years ahead, May the Almighty Lord 
prolongs your life abundantly with 
manifold blessings. Happy birthday 
and many happy returns of the day.

  From loving Shisala, 
Tutula & relatives.

Birthday Greetings

H
e is one of the highest paid actors 
today but superstar Salman Khan re-
veals his first-ever salary was merely 
Rs 75.

Salman occupied the second spot 
on Forbes list of the ‘Highest Paid Actors in Bol-
lywood’ for the year 2017.

He also became the highest paid TV actor with 
reports suggesting that he is getting Rs 11 crore per 
episode for hosting the 11th season of reality show 
“Bigg Boss”.

While the 51-year-old actor is yet to comment 
on the reports, he remembers what he was paid 
during his intial days.

In an interview with PTI, Salman says, “My 
first salary was, I think, about Rs 75. I was danc-
ing behind in some show in Taj hotel. One of my 
friends was dancing there so he took me (and I did 
it) just for fun.

“Then it went up to Rs 750 for Campa Cola (a 
soft drink brand) and then it was Rs 1,500 for the 
longest time.

Then I got paid Rs 31,000 for ‘Maine Pyaar 
Kiya’, which was then increased to Rs 75,000 
later.” 

For the “Bajrangi Bhaijaan” star, this is his 
eighth season as the host of the controversial real-
ity series and Salman says he always comes back to 
the show because he connects with the format.

“There is nothing else that I am interested in 
doing, this is one of the better shows that I have. 
There are other really good shows but I don’t think 
they are of my format. I don’t think I’ll be able to 
pull that off. I know I can pull this one off.” 

Salman says he needs shows which have a con-
nect with “common people” to be a part of.

“Even ‘Dus Ka Dum’ (a reality game show) 
worked well for me. I need that vibe, that touch 
with different personalities, with com-
mon man. I need that (grassroots) 
connect. Till the time I don’t 
have a connect, I don’t 
think I can pull 
anything off,” he 
said. 

“Bigg Boss” 
will air on 
Colors from 
October 1.

PTI

A
ctor Chris 
Hemsworth says he 
had requested the 
makers of “Thor: 
Ragnarok” to shoot 

the film in Australia, and was 
lucky that they agreed to it.

“I asked if  we could shoot 
in Australia and thankfully the 
Marvel guys said they would 
look into it but couldn’t 
promise anything. To me, to be 
home again for more than two 
weeks would be fantastic. And 
it worked out. It was so good,” 
Hemsworth said in a statement. 

“It was so nice being there. 
There’s just such a familiarity 
with the crew and everything 
here. And I get to sleep in my 
own bed. But I also think there’s 
such wonderful talent here as 
well, in the cast and crew across 
the board. So it was fantastic. 
And the weather was brilliant. 
I don’t think we got rained out 
at all. It’s just been one of the 

best shoots I’ve been part of,” he 
added. 

Hemsworth will be back as 
Thor in the third instalment. 

Asked about the experi-
ence of shooting in Brisbane, 
Hemsworth said: “Man, 
that was nuts. I’d never 
seen that many people 

excited for a film crew. There 
were more people there than any 
premiere I’ve been to, and more 
excitement and buzz than any 
premiere event I’ve been to. 

“The people of Brisbane 
were thrilled and packed in the 
streets to catch a look. The city 
sort of stopped for those couple 
of days. It was such a positive 
buzz, and we were all trying to 
get out there and sign autographs 
in between takes as much as we 
could. That was pretty special. It 
was great.” 

Marvel Studios’ “Thor: 
Ragnarok” is directed by Taika 
Waititi and also stars Idris Elba, 
Tom Hiddelston, Anthony Hop-
kins, and Jeff Goldblum among 
others. The movie will release in 
India on November 3. 

IANS
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Brazil’s U-17 Coach Carlos Amedeu.

England’s Ben Stokes in action against the West 
Indies during the third Test at Lord’s on Septem-
ber 8, 2017.

PTI
Australian cricketer David Warner speaks during a press conference 
ahead of the 4th cricket ODI against India at Chinnaswamy Stadium 
in Bengaluru on Wednesday.

AP/PTI
Real Madrid’s Cristiano Ronaldo, center, scores his side’s 3rd goal during the Champions League group H soccer match between Borussia 
Dortmund and Real Madrid CF in Dortmund, Germany on Tuesday.
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Real Madrid, Man City 
win in Champions League

200 entries recorded for National Motorcycle 
Racing Championship final round

This is World Cup of equality: Brazil coach Amadeu

Ben Stokes must ‘grow up’ says ex-England skipper

Will continue overseas 
scouting programme, 
says AIFF President

Series out of grasp, Warner looks at positives ahead of Ashes

Sana Mir declines to join Pakistan women’s team camp

Dortmund (Germany), 
Sep. 27 (IANS): Real Ma-
drid outclassed Borussia 
Dortmund 3-1 while Man-
chester City had to fight 
hard to overcome a tough 
Shakhtar Donetsk 2-0 in 
their respective matches 
in the group stage of  the 
2017-2018 Champions 
League football tourna-
ment.

Real Madrid, winless 
in their last six visits to 
Borussia Dortmund, rode 
on a brace by Cristiano 
Ronaldo to defeat the for-
mer German champions 
3-1 at Signal Iduna Park 
here on Tuesday evening, 
reports Efe news agency.

Real Madrid are now 
on six points. They share 
the lead in Group H with 
Tottenham Hotspur, who 
won 3-0 away to APOEL 
Nicosia on Tuesday thanks 
to Harry Kane’s hat trick.

Both Dortmund and 
APOEL remain without 
a point.

Real Madrid took a 1-0 
lead in the 18th minute of  
the match in Dortmund, 
when Gareth Bale capital-
ised on a perfect pass from 
Dani Carvajal.

Bale went on to pro-
vide an assist to Cristiano 
Ronaldo’s goal in the 50th 
minute to make it 2-0 for 
the visitors.

Four minutes later, 
however, Pierre-Emerick 
Aubameyang pulled one 
back for the hosts but Ron-
aldo scored again in the 
79th minute to seal the 
win.

In Donetsk, the high-
powered Man City offen-
sive ran into a resilient 
defence.

Coming into the match 
having scored 20 goals in 
their last four matches, the 
English side were held at 
bay for the first 45 min-
utes and needed second-
half  goals from Kevin de 
Bruyne and Raheem Ster-
ling to come away with all 

three points.
With six points, City 

lead Group F. The second 
place in the group belongs 
to Napoli who are on three 
points. 

Napoli beat Feyenoord 
3-1 on Tuesday, with goals 
from Lorenzo Insigne, 
Dries Mertens and Jose 
Callejon.

Shakhtar also have 
three points but trail Na-
poli on goal difference. 
Feyenoord are yet to earn 
a point.

Wissam Ben Yedder 
made history for Sevilla 
on Tuesday, becoming the 
club’s first player to score 
three goals in a Champions 
League match.

The 3-0 win against 
Maribor boosts Sevilla’s 
tally to four points and 
gives them the top spot 
in Group E, where Liver-
pool drew 1-1 with Spar-
tak Moscow in Tuesday’s 
other contest.

Liverpool fell behind 

0-1 in  Moscow when 
Fernando converted a 
penalty in the 23rd min-
ute. Philippe Coutinho 
equalised for Liverpool 
eight minutes later, but 
the visitors were denied a 
second goal.

Tuesday’s results leave 
Spartak and Liverpool 
with 2 points each, while 
Maribor has a single point.

In Group G, Besiktas 
remained perfect, besting 
RB Leipzig 2-0 in Istanbul 
to push their points total 
to six. Ryan Babel and 
Anderson Talisco scored 
for the hosts.

Three  points  back 
sit Porto, who stunned 
AS Monaco 3-0 at home 
with a brace from Vincent 
Aboubakar and a single 
strike by Miguel Layun.

RB Leipzig and AS 
Monaco -- a semi-finalist 
last season -- have a point 
apiece and the German 
club enjoys a slight advan-
tage on goal difference.

Bengaluru, Sep. 27 (PTI): 
The ODI series is out of  
their grasp, but Australia 
vice-captain David War-
ner on Wednesday said 
his side will not give up 
on trying to force a turn-
around against India and 
make a statement before 
the upcoming Ashes.

The reigning world 
champions lost the open-
ing three ODIs against 
the hosts to surrender the 
five-match series.

However, the Steve 
Smith-led side is look-
ing at the last two ODIs 
and subsequent three T20 
Internationals to make 
an impression before the 
Ashes, starting November 
23 in Brisbane.

“It is disappointing 
to lose the series already 
because we play for our 
country and that is what 
we enjoy doing and love 
doing. There is a lot of  
pride at stake,” Warner 
said at the pre-match press 
conference of  the fourth 
ODI here tomorrow.

“Obviously we have 
got three T20s as well af-
ter this.

(And) we are looking 
at it. We have got to make 
the most from the remain-

ing ODIs and T20 games 
and make a turnaround 
before going into the next 
series or tournament (Ash-
es),” he added.

Talking about the al-
ready lost series, Warner 
said the visitors found it 
difficult to cope up with 
the conditions in India this 
time around.

“On a personal front, 
it is my first ODI series 
in India.

So coming here for the 
first time to play in ODIs 
with two new white balls 
would be different. The 
first two games were dif-
ferent,” he said.

“In Kolkata, the ball 
was swinging around. It 
is probably the toughest 
conditions I have faced 
from the white ball point 
of  view. It swung a lot 
more than what it did in 
England.

“You adopt your game 
according to conditions. 
The last game was prob-
ably a game played in the 
traditional way. There 
the ball did not swing as 
much. The wicket was 
nice to bat on and I made 
most of  it by getting in. 
So, that probably is a thing 
for me to reflect,” Warner 

Chennai, Sep. 27 (IANS): 
The MRF MMSC fmsci 
Indian National Motorcycle 
Racing Championship 2017 
is set for a grandstand finish 
in view of the intense battles 
for titles as the fifth and 
concluding round kicks off  
at the MMRT track here on 
Thursday with nearly 200 
entrants in the fray.

In one of  the most 
closely-fought champion-
ships in recent times, the 
Super Sport Indian (165cc) 
class will headline the pro-
gramme which commences 
on Thursday with prac-
tice sessions, followed by 
qualifying and 15 races that 
include One-Make cham-
pionships involving the 
country’s top manufacturers 
Honda, TVS and Yamaha, 
spread over the next three 
days.

The weekend bash will 

conclude with the fourth 
and final round of  the 
MMSC fmsci Indian Na-
tional Drag Racing Cham-
pionship for two-wheelers 
at the same venue with a 
practice session on Saturday 
afternoon and final runs on 
Sunday.

The Super Sport Indian 
(165cc) promises to be an-
other shoot out between 
Honda Ten10 Racing’s Ra-
jiv Sethu and defending 
champion Jagan Kumar of  
TVS Racing who is seeking 
a hat-trick of titles.

Sethu, in his debut sea-
son in this class after clinch-
ing the Pro-Stock cham-
pionship last year, leads 
the table with 123 points, 
including three wins, while 
Jagan, who won four of the 
eight races thus far, is placed 
second on 122.

Lurking behind the 

duo is Sethu’s team-mate 
Mathana Kumar on 109 
points and who came into 
the reckoning after scoring 
his only win of  the season 
in the third round besides 
three other podium finishes. 
A disappointing Round 4 
saw him slip one spot to 
third on the leaderboard.

In the Pro-Stock class, 
Aravind Balakrishnan 
(Honda Ten10 Racing) is 
well-placed on 126 points 
ahead of  Moto-Rev’s Ara-
vind Ganesh (105) who 
though without a win, has 
been scoring consistently to 
be in the hunt.

Similarly, Amarnath 
Menon (Gusto Racing) 
enjoys a healthy 39-point 
cushion in the Super Sport 
Indian (300-400cc) class, 
but needs to keep an eye 
on Deepak Ravi Kumar 
(Moto-Rev) who scored 

a double in the previous 
round to put himself  in title 
contention.

The Novice (Stock 
165cc) category is set for a 
close finish. Sri Rahil Pil-
larishetty of Sparks Racing 
leads with 61 points with 
team-mate Peddu Sriharsha 
and RACR’s Anup Kumar 
tied in second spot with 50 
apiece. 

A further six points 
adrift of  the trio is another 
Sparks Racing rider Saty-
anarayana Raju.

The final race in the 
Girls (Stock 165cc) category 
will be of academic interest 
as Bengaluru’s Aishwarya 
Pissay (Apex Racing) has 
already sealed the cham-
pionship with a round to 
spare as she leads Indore’s 
Kalyani Potekar (Speed Up 
Racing) by 34 points with a 
maximum of 25 available.

said.
Warner will be playing 

his 100th ODI tomorrow, 
a milestone which his skip-
per Steve Smith achieved 
during the second ODI 
of  the ongoing series in 
Kolkata earlier this month.

“It is a significant mile-
stone for my family and 
myself. I am extremely 
proud of  where I am today. 
Coming from playing T20 
in MCG in front of  90,000 
people and a couple of  
games later to represent 

Australia in the ODI for-
mat. I never thought it will 
come so fast, but I learnt 
a lot in the early stages of  
my career,” he said.

“To be an established 
player at the moment is a 
proud feeling for me. Also, 
I have got a great bunch 
of  teammates around me. 
Obviously Smithy (Smith) 
brought up his 100th game 
recently as well.

“We have come a long 
way from where we were 
in juniors.

N ew  D e l h i ,  S e p.  2 7 
(IANS): All India Foot-
ball Federation (AIFF) 
President Praful Patel 
confirmed that the fed-
eration will continue with 
the overseas scouting pro-
gramme, after observing it 
has helped in unearthing 
talent from foreign shores.

On September 21 U-17 
Head Coach Luis Nor-
ton de Matos announced 
his 21-man squad for the 
FIFA U-17 World Cup 
2017, including two NRI 
players, defender Namit 
Deshpande and goalkeep-
er Sunny Dhaliwal.

“We are happy to con-
tinue Overseas Scouting 
Programme. 

If  there is any available 
talent complying with all 
the government regula-
tions then we will be more 
than happy to encourage 
them as they are also as 
Indian as we all are”, said 
Patel.

Asked about the fu-
ture of  the programme 
apart from the U-17 team 

he said: “We will in due 
course continue this pro-
g ramme in  o ther  age 
groups too. But we have 
to honour the laws of  the 
land.

“People assume that 
any Person of  Indian Ori-
gin (PIO) can play for In-
dia, but it is not the case. 
You need to be an Indian 
passport holder to be eli-
gible. 

You also cannot be a 
dual citizen or passport 
holder. The laws are quite 
clear about citizenship and 
who can represent India.” 

T h e  p r o g r a m m e 
in partnership with the 
Sports Authority of  India 
(SAI) and the Overseas 
Scouting Portal (OSP) was 
launched to ensure Non-
Resident Indians (NRI) 
also had a chance to play 
for the India U17 team. 

The AIFF’s scouting 
team, led by Abhishek Ya-
dav, explored every venue 
to find footballing talent 
capable of  representing 
the nation.

London, Sep. 27 (AFP): Ben 
Stokes must “grow up” or risk 
damaging his international career, 
former England captain Nasser 
Hussain has warned after the star 
all-rounder was arrested on suspi-
cion of  causing actual bodily harm.

The  Durham p layer  was 
Wednesday included in England’s 
16-man squad for the Ashes tour 
of  Australia despite being dropped 
for the fourth one-day international 
against West Indies at The Oval 
following his arrest in Bristol early 
on Monday.

England national selector James 
Whitaker told the BBC that Stokes, 
who was released without charge 
but is under investigation, would re-
main in his position of  vice-captain 
to Test skipper Joe Root.

But ex-England skippers Hus-
sain and Michael Vaughan say the 
26-year-old needs to take respon-
sibility for his actions, especially 
with the high-profile Ashes tour 
looming.

“Ben Stokes has the world 
at his feet and is well on the way 
to becoming a very special -- not 
to mention very well-rewarded 
-- cricketer,” Hussain wrote in the 
Daily Mail. “But he cannot keep 
flirting with the self-destruct button 

Lahore, Sep. 27 (IANS): 
Ahead of  the upcoming 
tour of  New Zealand, 
Pakistan women’s team 
skipper Sana Mir has re-
fused to attend the side’s 
training session in protest 
against the team manage-
ment.

In an email to her fel-
low players, which was 
leaked on social media, 
Mir stated: “I won’t be 

coming to the camp or 
travel with the team unless 
some crucial issues regard-
ing women’s cricket are 
addressed, which I have 
communicated to the top 
Pakistan Cricket Board 
(PCB) management.”

Mir specifically ad-
dressed the PCB manage-
ment in the email, saying 
it had “compromised play-
ers’ respect, merit, and 

physical and mental well-
being. I am not willing 
to work in this setup un-
less things change for the 
betterment of  women’s 
cricket.”

There were signs of  
problems between Mir 
and the management in 
the wake of  Pakistan’s 
winless campaign at the 
ICC World Cup in July, 
when she was captain. 

In August, former 
women’s team coach 
Sabih Azhar called Mir 
“self-centred, egotistical 
and being wrapped up 
in oneself ”, before Mir 
responded by saying she 
would not continue with 
the current set-up. 

The PCB had earlier 
announced New Zealand-
er Mark Coles as the new 
coach of the side.

Mumbai, Sep. 27 (PTI): 
The under 17 coach of  
football powerhouse and 
three-time winners Brazil, 
Carlos Amedeu, expects 
next month’s FIFA U-17 
World Cup to be an open 
contest with plenty of teams 
capable of  lifting the cov-
eted trophy.

“I look at this World 
Cup as a World Cup of  
equality.

All the teams of Europe 
are very strong, including 
Spain and England. The 
South American teams are 
strong along with Mexico 
and the United States. Afri-
can teams have always done 
well in age group tourna-
ments. That’s why I say this 
will probably be a World 
Cup of equality as there are 
many teams with chances 
to win it,” said Amedeu 
here today.

Brazil, who are to tune 
up with a practice game 
tomorrow at the Mumbai 
Football Arena in subur-
ban Andheri against New 
Zealand, are in Group D 
with Niger, Spain and DPR 
Korea.

“Talking about our 
group it’s a very strong 
group with South American 
Champions (his own coun-
try), European champions 
Spain, the national team of  
Niger which is very strong 
in age group and DPR Ko-
rea about which it is not 
easy to get information,” 
said Amadeu who had ear-

Not  be ing  p icked , 
dropped etc. There has 
been a great friendship 
between us and playing the 
100th ODI together means 
much for us,” Warner said.

An explosive batsman 
up the order, Warner is 
best-known for his hard-
hitting abilities, especially 
in T20s. But the diminu-
tive opener says playing 
Test cricket has allowed 
him to hone his skills in 
the 50-over format.

“I am used to come out 
and start tonking from ball 
one like in T20 cricket. I 
sort of  adapted that ap-
proach, but Test match 
cricket actually allowed 
me to play the game prop-
erly and show myself  that 
there is lot more time in 50 
overs cricket than 20 overs 
cricket,” he said.

“Playing Test crick-
et allowed me to actu-
ally nurture my game in 50 
overs, take a bit more time 
and try and bat through 
the middle period in not 
such aggressive manner.

“Just play the game as 
it is and set the platform 
for the rest of  the bats-
men to follow. I really did 
not think about that when 
I came into the set up,” 

Warner added.
Asked about his role 

in this Australian side, 
Warner said: “From my 
point of  view my role is to 
make sure that everyone is 
upbeat and energetic to go 
out there and play to best 
of  their abilities.” 

Warner has shunted 
his old Kaboom bat and 
has traded it for bats which 
fall within the new ICC 
regulations.

Asked Warner about 
the new bat size rule, he 
said the change will hardly 
make any difference to a 
batsman.

“My bat has already 
been changed. I have been 
using it for the last couple 
of  weeks in Bangladesh. 
I am getting used to it. I 
don’t think it is going to 
affect me now as it did 
not affect me when I was 
playing with the old bat,” 
he said.

“Everyone is a sort of  
being misled in the way 
that the big bats clear the 
fences easier than the old 
bats used to. We were hit-
ting sixes 5-6 years ago and 
we continue to hit sixes 
today. So it is not going 
to make any difference at 
all,” Warner said.

lier coached the country’s 
under 15 team.

“I also cannot forget to 
notice New Zealand. They 
are also a strong team and 
in the last under 17 World 
Cup they had beaten Para-
guay, a strong team. We 
faced them and it was a dif-
ficult game and we won on 
penalties. That’s why it’s a 
World Cup of equality,” he 
emphasised.

For tomorrow’s practice 
game Brazil will miss their 
star player Vinicius Jr, who 
has already been plucked to 
play professional football by 
Spanish giant, Real Madrid, 
and was the top scorer with 
7 goals in the South Ameri-
can qualifiers.

“Vinicius is our main 
player. Since the under 15 
level he has caught the at-
tention all over the world. 
He has had a transfer. He 
was asked to come to this 
competition and he wants 

to come and is proud to 
represent the country.

“He will be here after 
his final national competi-
tion (for his club Flamingo). 
He will come on Saturday. 
He has been playing to-
gether with these guys since 
the under 15 days and there 
won’t be a problem for him 
integrating,” the Brazilian 
coach said.

Amedeu said while the 
entire country would be 
delighted to clinch the tro-
phy after 13 years, the other 
primary aim was to get the 
players into the country’s 
professional teams.

“In Brazil every one is 
looking forward for titles. 
As we are working with 
young players our aim is to 
get them to our professional 
teams. If  we can do that by 
winning competitions, win-
ning trophies - of  course - it 
will always be a positive for 
us,” he said.

Amadeu also warned 
the other teams that while 
everyone expected the Sam-
ba lot to dazzle up front 
with their ball skills, they 
were very good in defence 
too.

“Our defence system 
starts with our first four 
and that’s why we have a 
solid defence. People look 
to Brazil and always try to 
find players who score or 
dribble but we have many 
other qualities. With our 
goalkeeper and defenders, 
we have a solid defence,” he 
emphasised.

He also said the four 
South American outfits 
which will be seen in the 
tournament were all quality 
teams.

“We had the South 
American qualification 
which was difficult for us. 
Paraguay is a strong team. 
They are working together 
since a long time. They 
don’t have individual skills 
as their main subject but as 
a team they are very strong. 
We did not beat them but 
earned two draws while Co-
lombia (in Pool A with host 
India, USA and Ghana) is 
technically very good and 
is well trained. They are 
strong in free kicks.

“Chile (in Group F with 
England, Mexico and Iraq) 
too is strong at home and it 
remains to be seen how well 
they perform away here in 
India which is very differ-
ent,” he added.while getting himself  into such damaging 

scrapes.
“It has reached the point where it 

could damage the career of  a potentially 
great England cricketer. He has to learn 
to walk away or not put himself  into an 
environment where this can happen.”

“Ben Stokes has to grow up,” he 
added.

“The bottom line is, for all the advice 
and support he will be receiving right 
now, it’s down to him. He just has far too 
much going for him to throw it all away.”

Stokes has found himself  in trouble in 
the past. He was arrested and cautioned 
in 2011 for obstructing police on a night 
out and sent home from an England Li-
ons tour to Australia in 2013 for flouting 
a ban on late-night drinking,

Vaughan believes Stokes must learn 

to be streetwise off  the field.
“Ben Stokes can’t say he was 

not warned,” he wrote in the Daily 
Telegraph. “People have said to 
him, ‘There is only one person who 
can ruin your career and that is you. 
Nobody else.’

“In time we could be describing 
him as a cricketing genius. But he 
has to understand that if  he wants 
to be a superstar, and go over to 
India, earn huge IPL contracts and 
keep them, he has to be careful off  
the field.

“On the field he is a streetwise 
cricketer. But he is not streetwise off  
the pitch and that could be his down-
fall. I am hoping this is his lesson.”

Alec Stewart, another former 
England captain said “massive re-
sponsibility” comes with leadership.

“He just needs to learn and 
learn fast,” he told BBC radio. “He’s 
had a couple of  hiccups when he 
was younger. Now he’s just got to 
make sure we’re not talking about 
this again in six months or even six 
years.

“There are some sympathies 
with Ben. He is a high-profile sports-
man, he will be recognised, there 
will always be someone who wants 
a cheap shot but he has to make sure 
he reacts in the right way.”



Petenezo Rupero (left) and Tahmeed Rahman

Morning Champions Cup

Kohima to have a Tae-
kwondo training hall soon 

Players of Morung United (black) and MRH FC in action during the ongoing Morning Champions Cup 2017 
at Seikhazou ground Kohima on Wednesday.  MRH FC edged out Morung United in a 4-3 goal thriller. Up 
next, Gazelle FC will face Phoenix Rising on Thursday.

Team St. Columbus Collegiate School with the Subroto Cup after beating Army Boys Company.
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30th state Taekwondo c’ship underway

NSF MARTYRS' MEMORIAL TROPHY

Forerunners, Kigwema Students’ 
Union in goal rush, Bayavü wins

Tahmeed to captain BCCI combined Northeast and Bihar U-19 team

Jharkhand crowned Subroto Cup champions

India U-17 team undergoes training session ahead of WC

Inter Churches football 
tourney underway at Diphu

Parliamentary Secretary for YR&S Khakaho Assumi seen declaring open the first fight of the 30th 
Nagaland State Taekwondo Championship at IG Stadium, Kohima on September 27.

EM Images

Players of Kigwema Students’ Union (green) and Augury Club seen in action during the ongoing NSF Martyrs’ Memorial Trophy 2017 at the 
Kohima local ground on Wednesday.

EM Images

Teams Upper Dokmoka Baptist Church and Karbi Anglong Presbyterian Church before the match on 
Wednesday.

EM Images

Our Correspondent
Kohima, Sep. 27 (EMN):  
Forerunners 4th NAP 
Thizama, Upper Bayavü 
and Kigwema Students’ 
Union won their respec-
tive matches and entered 
the second round of  the 
ongoing NSF Martyrs’ 
Memorial Trophy 2017 at 
the Kohima local ground 
on Wednesday.

Zhazoto Sale’s four 
goals helped Kigwema Stu-
dents’ Union to crush Au-
gury Club 8-0 in the second 
match and knock them out 
of  the tournament.

In the 70th minute 
game, Vichüto Phira gave 
the deserving lead in the 

13th minute for Kigwema 
side. While Zhazoto Sale 
ran riot in the first half  
as he found the net in the 
10th, 20, 30th minute to 
become the first hat-trick 
scorer of  the tournament, 
he also added his fourth 
goal by converting a pen-
alty in the 45th minute for 
Kigwema.

The second half  saw 
five-goal thrillers from Kig-
wema side as Shürhoto-
lie Pfükha and Metsivilie 
Yhokha scored two goals 
each in the second half  to 
complete the riot. With the 
win, Kigwema Students’ 
Union set up a clash with 
N.U Kohima Campus in 

the second round on Oc-
tober.
Forerunners run riot
Last year runners-up Fore-
runners 4th NAP Thizama 
opened their campaign 
with a nine-goal thriller 
and marked their entry 
into the tournament with a 
rampant win over Pezieliet-
sie Colony 9-1. Mathew 
Kezhose scored a hat-trick 
as Forerunners 4th NAP 
Thizama knocked out Pe-
zielietsie Colony in the last 
match of  the day.

During the match, Pe-
zielietsie stunned the run-
ners-up Forerunners with a 
lead from David in the 12th 
minute through a sloppy 

defense but the goal was a 
short stay as Orlando Or-
lando scored a stunner with 
a stunning long-range kick 
outside the area to level the 
score in the 18th minute for 
Forerunners.

Mathew Kezhose of  
Forerunners went on to 
score a hat-trick, with his 
goal coming in the 28th, 
46th and 61st minute. He 
also became the second 
hat-trick scorer of  the tour-
nament. Purakum scored 
two goals in the 33rd and 
70th minute while Aloumei 
Panmei also contributed 
two goals in the 35th and 
70th minute and Agou 
Lengthang added a goal in 

Dimapur, Sep. 27 (EMN): 
The Board of  Control for 
Cricket in India (BCCI) 
has named Tahmeed Rah-
man from Nagaland as the 
Captain of  the Combined 
North East and Bihar U-19 
team for the forthcoming 
Inter-state Vinoo Mankad 
U-19 trophy 2017-18.

The combined team 
also known as the A n A 
team consist of; Tahmeed 
(captain) and Petenezo 
Rupreo from Nagaland, 
Harsh Raj, Sabir Khan, 
Sonu Gupta ,Abishek 
Anand from Bihar, Akash 
Choudhury, Arbin Singh, 
Mukesh Ray,B.B.Dasgupta 
from Meghalaya , Jhonson 
Singh, Rex Singh, and Al-
fred Hmar from Manipur, 

Our Correspondent
Kohima, Sep. 27 (EMN): The 30th Nagaland 
State Taekwondo Championship commenced 
today at Multipurpose Indoor Hall, IG Stadium, 
Kohima.

A total of  173 players from eight districts along 
with 50 officials are taking part in the two-day 
tournament which is being organised by the Na-
galand Taekwondo Association. The participating 
districts are Kohima, Dimapur, Mokokchung, 
Longleng, Kiphire, Peren, Wokha and Tuensang. 
It was informed that three districts including 
Phek, Zunheboto and Mon failed to turn up for 
the tournament.

The inaugural function was graced by Khaka-
ho Assumi, Parliamentary Secretary for Youth 
Resources & Sports, Government of  Nagaland, 
as the chief  guest.

In his address, Assumi urged the sportspersons 
to strive with determination in their respective 
discipline. Stating the importance of  sports and co-
curricular activities as ‘very essential’, he encour-
aged the students to involve and partake in sports 
with all seriousness and commitment.

Stating that Nagas have the physical fitness to 
excel in sports, he said Nagas can do far better than 
the mainland India if  given the required facilities. 
“Nagas are physically fit. It’s just that we need to 
hone our skills,” he asserted.

Sharing about his past experiences as a Tae-
kwondo player during student days, he advised the 
students to understand and learn the key compo-
nents to be a successful sportspersons.

To this, he added that it is important for a 
sportsperson to play with brain and skills rather 
than his might.

The programme was chaired by Xavier Rutsa, 
while Neitho Kuotsu tendered the vote of  thanks. 
The inaugural function was also attended by NTA 
president Pele Khezhie, among others.

The State capital will soon have 
a Taekwondo training hall at 
Indira Gandhi Stadium, Kohima. 
The assurance to this good news 
was given by the Parliamentary 
Secretary for Youth Resources & 
Sports, Khekaho Assumi today 
while gracing the inaugural func-
tion of  the 30th Nagaland State 
Taekwondo Championship at IG 
Stadium, Kohima.

The assurance comes follow-
ing the proposal given by the 
Nagaland Taekwondo Associa-
tion (NTA) to the Director Youth 
Resources & Sports for construc-
tion of a Taekwondo training hall 
at IG Stadium, Kohima.

As per the NTA’s letter, it was 
learned that the Taekwondo play-
ers are presently using the multi-
purpose indoor hall for daily prac-
tice and other activities. However, 
since the hall is usually shared by 
the other disciplines, while many 
a times the hall is being allotted 
to various important government 
programmes and events which 
hampers the regular training ses-
sions of the players, the NTA said.

However, with the assurance 
given by the Parliamentary Secre-
tary today, the construction of  a 
separate Taekwondo training hall 
is in the offing at IGS complex, 
Kohima.

the 66th minute for Fore-
runners.
Upper Bayavü win
Upper Bayavü defeated 
Wagers FC 3-1 in the first 
match to enter the second 
round of  the tournament. 
During the match, Kim-
iyeto Assumi opened the 
scoring for Bayavu in the 
25th minute to take the 
lead in the first half. The 
second half  saw Vilazolie 
Rio scoring the second 
goal in the 46th minute 
for Bayavu but Wagers FC 
managed to pull a goal 
back through Benlo Kemp 
in the 48th minute.

With just 11 minutes 
remaining, Joseph Maram 
completed the treble for 
Bayavu in the 59th minute 
to finish the game.  With 
the win, Upper Bayavu 
will now face Nagaland 
Police (Red) in the sec-
ond round on October 3. 
On the second day of  the 
tournament, 22 goals were 
scored in three matches, 
with Zhazoto Sale of  Kig-
wema Students’ Union 
scoring four goals and 
Mathew Kezhose with a 
hat-trick for Forerunners 
4th NAP Thizama.

Thursday’s matches
Foster's FC vs Speed Tal-
ented Junior at 9:30 a.m

Sports Link FC vs Putu FC 
Zhavame Village Phek at 

11 a.m
14th NAP (IR) Battalion 

Kiphire vs Butchers Union 
FC at 12:30 p.m

Patkai Christian College 
Dimapur vs Kings FC 

Chüziema at 2 p.m

Dinesh Dhobi from Sikkim 
and Chandra Sharma from 
Arunachal Pradesh.

Ñagaland Cricket As-
sociation in a press release 
stated that it has been a 
great honour and recogni-
tion for Nagaland Cricket 
Association as two players 
Tahmeed and Petenezo 

have been listed on the 
team with Tahmeed given 
the Captaincy. P.B.Jamir, 
Vice President of  the Na-
galand Cricket Association 
extends best wishes to both 
Tahmeed and Petenezo on 
behalf  of the Association.

Tahmeed, an Alumni 
of  Christian Higher Sec-

D i m a p u r,  S e p .  2 7 
(EMN): The St. Colum-
bus Collegiate School from 
Jharkhand lifted the Sub-
roto Cup trophy after they 
defeated Army Boys Com-
pany 2-1 in the U-17 Junior 
Boys final of the 58th Sub-
roto Football Tournament 
at the floodlit Dr Ambedkar 
Stadium here today.

Paolenmang Tuboi 
struck the winner in the 
50th minute after the teams 
were locked 1-1 at the in-
terval. Under the lights, the 
beaming winning squad 
deservingly received the 
Cup from Air Marshal SB 
Deo, Vice-Chief of the Air 
Staff  and the chief  guest, 
who gave it away during the 
presentation ceremony that 
followed soon after the final 
in front of a packed house 
even as runners-up team of  
Army Boys cheered.

The presence of  Bhai-
chung Bhutia, the guest of  
honour and former India 
captain, added glitter to the 
function as he cheered for 
the two teams. 

The final had fewer Our Correspondent
Diphu, Sep. 27 (EMN): 
The 1st Inter Churches 
knock out football tourna-
ment organised by Diphu 
Baptist Church Youth Min-
istry (DBCYM) got under-
way at Christian English 
High School ground here 
on Wednesday.

The inaugural match of  
the tournament was played 
between Upper Dokmoka 
Baptist Church and Kar-
bi Anglong Presbyterian 
Church, Birla  

It was a high voltage 
match as both the teams 

were unable to score in the 
first half. But luckily Budho 
Taro of  Upper Dokmoka 
Baptist Church scored in 
the 2nd half  to open the 
account for his team. Kar-
bi Anglong Presbyterian 
Church, Birla on the other 
hand had attempted several 
times but could put the ball 
into the net till the final 
whistle. Upper Dokmoka 
Baptist Church beat Kar-
bi Anglong Presbyterian 
Church, Birla with a margin 
of 1-0.

The first  match on 
Thursday will be played 

between Evangelical Bap-
tist Convention Church 
(EBCC) ,  B i th i l angso 
and  Langherang Baptist 
Church, and 2nd match 
will be play between Evan-
gelical Baptist Church Con-
vention (EBCC), Diphu 
against Diphu Baptist 
Chuch,Assamese Depart-
ment .

Earlier Rev. Davidson 
Ingti, Rev. K. Ronghang 
and Rev. Hilson Sing-
nar, Pastor Diphu Baptist 
Church graced the inaugu-
ration programme as the 
guests of honour.

ondary School Dimapur 
has in the past represented 
Nagaland U-14, U-16 and 
U-19 teams on a regular 
basis. 

In 2016 representing the 
same A n A team he was the 
highest wicket-taker for his 
team both in the one-day 
Vinoo Mankad trophy and 
in the four days Cooch Be-
har U-19 inter-state trophies 
and was also listed in the 
East Zone U-19 probables 
in 2016. Tahmeed also at-
tended 21 days National 
Cricket Academy camps in 
2016 and 2017.

Petenezo Rupereo an 
Alumni of  Hebron Higher 
Secondary School Dimapur 
has also represented Naga-
land U-16 and U-19 teams 

and was on the waiting list 
of  the combined team in 
2016. Petenezo also attend-
ed a 21 days NCA camp in 
2016. Both Tahmeed and 
Petenezo are moving to 
Bangalore on September 
29 to join a preparatory 
training camp at National 
Cricket Academy Banga-
lore from September 30 to 
October 7 and will then 
move with the team to play 
the Vinoo Mankad U-19 
one day Inter-state trophy 
at Danbad . 

Matches with other 
teams of the east zone;

October 10 vs Assam, 
October 12 vs Orissa, Octo-
ber 14 vs Tripura, October 
16 vs Jharkhand and Octo-
ber 18 vs Bengal.

thrills but more gimmicks 
from the spectators’ point 
of view as they had come to 
witness hard-core football 
actionfrom the teams under 
the lights. To that extent, the 
teams did disappoint the 
fans except for a phase when 
they played brilliant football 
before going into shell yet 
again, particularly in the 
second session. The reason 
for a cautious approach by 

the teams could be because 
of  the pressure but it was 
something they could have 
avoided as in the first half  
when the teams attacked 
with purpose, it culminated 
in goals as Sandeep Kach-
hap put Jharkhand ahead 
in the seventh minute of  
the game. In fact, within the 
next 11 minutes the Army 
Boys had levelled when 
striker M. Haokip scored.

The rest of the first half  
saw teams indulging in 
guarding their citadel than 
pursuing with real attacks.  
So much so, the teams sim-
ply used long passes which 
served nobody’s purpose 
though it was understand-
able under the circumstanc-
es. Yet, credit must go to 
the St Columbus boys who, 
using both flanks well and 
keeping a tight leash on 

New Delhi, Sep. 27 (PTI): 
The Indian football team 
had its first training session 
today after arriving here 
for the upcoming FIFA 
U-17 World Cup, under the 
watchful eyes of head coach 
Luis Norton de Matos.

The boys, who arrived 
here yesterday from Goa, 
went through the paces 
at the Conscient Football 

grounds at neighbouring 
Gurgaon, as they started 
their preparations for the 
opening match against 
United States of  America 
on October 6. De Matos 
emphasized on tactical 
training along with focus 
on set pieces among other 
technical matters. The play-
ers looked to be high on 
confidence as they followed 

the drills on the guidance of  
the head coach and other 
technical staff.

"The level of  enthusi-
asm in the camp is very 
high. We are prepared and 
the team has grown expo-
nentially in the last couple 
of months. We plan to show 
the world that we are on 
the same page as the rest of  
the teams in the FIFA U-17 

World Cup 2017 India," 
said de Matos. "The Indian 
team is raring to go and 
make history," he added.

India have been drawn 
in Group A with USA, Co-
lombia and Ghana. Colom-
bia, the first team to arrive 
in India, were also undergo-
ing a practice session at the 
same training ground.

India play USA on 

October 6, before locking 
horns with Colombia and 
Ghana on October 9 and 
12 respectively at the Jawa-
harlal Nehru Stadium in the 
Capital.

"A unique moment is 
upon us. It is an amazing 
moment in Indian football's 
history and everyone associ-
ated with it should be proud 
of it," said de Matos.

the Army Boys, arrested 
the free-flowing rivals from 
making any deep inroads 
into their box before the 
teams went in for the lemon 
break.

Returning to action in 
the second session, there 
was hardly any change 
in the script from either 
squad. To a large extent, 
both comfortably managed 
to thwart each other but at 
the same time missed a few 
goal-scoring opportunities 
emanating from reasonably 
good moves. Wild hits here 
and there in a hurry ampli-
fied frustration among the 
teams which eventually led 
to boredom in the stands.

Yet, the end-result for 
Jharkhand proved right as 
the team had its last laugh 
and succeeded in their mis-
sion of winning the title.
Fair Play Team; Megha-
laya 
Best Goal Keeper; Sajal 
Bhawal (Army Boys) 
Best Coach; Subhash Rajak 
(Jharkhand) 
Best Player; Sj. Boilen 
Lhungdim (Jharkhand )


