
External Affairs Minister Sushma Swaraj delivers her speech during the 72nd United Nations General 
Assembly (UNGA)  in New York on Saturday.
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Forum for Naga Reconciliation pleads for ‘one decisive push’

NTC welcomes New 
Delhi’s reported 
invitation to 6 NNPGs    

Bangladesh imposes mobile 
phone ban on Rohingyas

Swaraj attacks Pakistan at UN; calls it ‘world's greatest exporter of havoc’ 

Angela Merkel seeks fourth stint 
as Germany heads for polls

EastErn Mirror

Dimapur, Sep. 24 (EMN): The Fo-
rum for Naga Reconciliation (FNR) 
has made an impassioned appeal to 
the Naga people – young and old, 
men and women, rich and poor to 
give Naga reconciliation one deci-
sive push ‘no matter how tedious 
and exhausting the process may 
seem to be.’

The FNR issued a lengthy pub-
lic statement on Sunday containing 
an apology to the Naga people as 
well as a plea not to give in to di-
visive politics. “The FNR refuses to 
give in to the principalities of  divi-
sion, distrust, suspicion and fear 
which are paralysing Naga people 
in all walks of  their lives. FNR be-
lieves that with people’s active sup-
port and prudent intervention this 
spiralling situation can be arrested 
and reversed.”

It reminded that the FNR was 
formed at a time when Naga so-
ciety was torn apart with intense 
‘interfactional’ violence, suspicion, 
distrust and divisive political rheto-
ric. “After a painstaking and diffi-
cult process the FNR’s Journey of  
Common Hope with the support 
and goodwill of  the people made 
decisive and incisive strides towards 
Naga Reconciliation. 

“Eventually, the ‘interfactional’ 
violence decreased, and some form 
of  relative peace established. Due 
gratitude goes to the Naga national 
groups for upholding their commit-
ment to refrain from all forms of  
violence against each other. Howev-
er, outstanding political differences 
remain to be resolved.

“Hence, despite the positive 
path to end blood-shed, the Nagas 
are still confronted with a polar-
izing situation of  power politics, 
self-preservation and exclusiveness. 
These threaten to demoralize the 
Naga spirit and obstruct Naga rec-
onciliation,” it stated. 

It was only after FNR held a 
series of  meetings with the Naga 
national groups that confidence 
building measures could be taken 
to address ‘interfactional’ violence 
which in turn had resulted in drasti-
cally reducing the levels of  violence 
and killing and this spirit of  good-
will continues to prevail even now, 
the FNR stated.  

“The Journey of  Common Hope 
revealed the human side of  the 
Naga national groups and offered 
an opportunity to forgive each other 
and to experience civil and family 
life. Simultaneously intimidation 

decreased and the fear and suspi-
cion among people reduced. This 
enhanced the freedom of  movement 
and the freedom of  speech and ex-
pression and contributed towards 
improving relationships between 
the Naga national groups and the 

public. 
“Overall, the Naga reconcilia-

tion process created a healthy en-
vironment. However, during this 
period of  goodwill, it also enabled 
various stakeholders to take advan-
tage of  the situation. They have 
exploited the ‘vacuum’ that was cre-
ated when ‘interfactional’ violence 
declined.”

After listing the ‘interfactional’ 
agreements it has achieved thus 
far, the FNR pointed out that while 
those relating to “ceasing all offen-
sive activities in toto” continue to 
be implemented in spirit, the agree-
ments relating to political matters 
such as the “Naga Concordant” 
and the “Lenten Agreement” have 
not been implemented. 

“The inability to uphold and im-
plement these two significant agree-
ments which were crucial to the 
realization of  Naga reconciliation 
brought the Reconciliation Journey 
of  Common Hope to a sudden and 
premature halt. 

“By large the present crisis is a 
result of  the non-implementation 
of  the ‘Naga Concordant’ and the 
‘Lenten Agreement.’ Since 2014 
the lull in the process has created 
further division in Naga society. 
The degree of  trust and account-
ability which was cultivated during 
the Reconciliation process broke 
down. This led to trust deficit and 
the different Naga national groups 
continued to pursue their own po-
litical agenda.  Since then, the Naga 
national movement seems to be spi-
ralling downwards and has become 
damaging to Naga society.”

It shared that ‘while still hop-
ing for the Naga national groups to 
respond and implement the agree-
ments they entered into, our silence 
has been misunderstood.’ 

“In due course FNR was caught 
up in a complex situation as its role 
became less compelling and unclear 
in the midst of  groups engaged in 
power politics. FNR takes this op-
portunity to publicly apologize and 
say Sorry to the Naga people and 
in particular to the Naga national 
groups for all these failures and 
short comings.”

‘Recognizing and acknowledg-
ing its contributions and weak-
nesses’, the FNR has undergone 
an intensive process of  constructive 
criticism and evaluation in 2017, it 
infirmed.  “Looking at the present 
situation, the FNR is of  the view 
that reconciliation is fundamental 
at this juncture. The Naga reconcili-
ation should not be confined to the 
Naga national groups, it needs to be 
broadened. 

“FNR believes that Naga Rec-
onciliation: A Journey of  Common 
Hope can be given a new lease of  
life when the Naga churches, tribes, 
civil society organizations and the 
public recognize the necessity for 

reconciliation among themselves. 
The healing, forgiveness and recon-
ciliation within Naga civil society is 
equally important. 

“In fact, reconciliation of  the 
Naga people has become essential 
for bringing unity among the Naga 
national groups. Only when Nagas 
reconcile as a people can we be-
come a moral and political force 
that will restore health and author-
ity of  the Naga national groups to 
evolve together and take the Nagas 
forward.”

It asserted that no group’s inter-
est or personal interest should be 
over and above the common inter-
est and shared destiny of  the Nagas. 
“The FNR therefore appeals to the 
leaders of  the Naga national groups 
to demonstrate political wisdom 
and statesmanship by turning to the 
path of  Naga reconciliation in order 
to safeguard the Naga historical and 
political rights.”

It was time, according to the 
FNR, for Nagas of  all ages and 
gender to take the responsibility of  
working for a peaceful and a just 
Naga society. “For this, it is impera-
tive that we courageously strengthen 
the path for Naga reconciliation.”

 (Full text in page 7) 

Dimapur, Sep. 24 (EMN): The Nagaland Tribes 
Council (NTC) has attributed the reported deci-
sion of  New Delhi to “invite the working com-
mittee” representing 6 Naga national political 
groups (NNPGs) “to political negotiation on 
equal footing” to ‘God Jehovah, the God of  Na-
gas’ who – according to the organisation – had 
‘prepared the mind of  government of  India’ to 
invite the representatives.

According to reports in a local newspapers, 
government of  India’s interlocutor, RN Ravi has 
invited the ‘working committee’ to join the nego-
tiation. An NTC press release on Sunday stated 
that the invitation has come at the right time. 

“The NTC expresses its gratitude to Naren-
dra Modi, the Prime Minister of  India who has 
acknowledged the indispensability of  the rest of  
NNPGs outside the ongoing dialogue and has 
become pivotal in giving rational treatment to 
every stake-holder. 

The NTC appreciates and thanks RN Ravi, 
the interlocutor who has tirelessly and deter-
minedly worked to bring everybody to the path 
of  peace. 

“The NTC finds that the interlocutor is de-
pendable as he remains firm and true to what he 
talks. The NTC thanks all those people who have 
been praying incessantly and sincerely worked 
for the desired process. The NTC now appeals to 
all concern to take up the matter with all serious-
ness and be a part of  the process for an honour-
able solution.”

It hoped that “the new approach will reward 
both the negotiating parties to a win-win situ-
ation that will harvest an inclusive and lasting 
solution.”

Dhaka, Sep. 24 (AFP/PTI): 
Bangladesh has banned tel-
ecommunication companies 
from selling mobile phone con-
nections to Rohingya refugees, 
citing security concerns for the 
latest restrictions, officials said 
today.

Bangladesh's four mobile 
phone providers were threat-
ened with fines if  they provide 
any of  the nearly 430,000 new-
ly arrived refugees from My-
anmar with phone plans while 
the ban is in force.

"For the time being, they 
(Rohingya) can't buy any SIM 
cards," Enayet Hossain, a sen-
ior officer at the telecoms min-
istry, told AFP today.

Yesterday's decision to im-
pose a communication black-
out on the stateless Muslim mi-
nority was justified for security 
reasons, said junior telecoms 
minister Tarana Halim.

Bangladesh already prohib-
its the sale of  SIM cards to its 
own citizens who cannot pro-
vide an official identity card, in 
a bid to frustrate the organisa-
tional capacity of  homegrown 
militants.

"We took the step (of  wel-
coming the Rohingya) on hu-
manitarian grounds but at the 
same time our own security 
should not be compromised," 

Halim said, without elaborat-
ing on what specific risk the 
Rohingya posed.

Bangladesh's telecoms au-
thority said the ban could be 
lifted once biometric identity 
cards are issued to the newly 
arrived refugees, a process 
the army says could take six 
months.

It is just the latest restric-
tion imposed on the Rohingya 
who have fled in huge numbers 
from violence in neighbour-
ing Rakhine State into squalid 
camps in Bangladesh's south-
ernmost Cox's Bazar district in 
the past four weeks.

The nearly 430,000 refu-
gees have been herded by the 
military into a handful of  over-
stretched camps near the bor-
der, where tens of  thousands 
live in the open without shelter.

Many have been evicted 
from squatting in forest and 
farmlands by police and sol-
diers, who have been ordered 
to keep the Rohingya from 
seeking shelter in major cities 
and nearby towns.

Roadblocks have been 
erected along major routes 
from the camp zones, where 
a dire shortage of  food, water, 
shelter and toilets is creating 
what aid groups describe as a 
humanitarian crisis.

Berlin, Sep. 24 (AP/PTI): Chan-
cellor Angela Merkel was widely 
expected to win a fourth term in of-
fice as Germans went to the polls 
today in an election that is also 
likely to see the farthest right-wing 
party in 60 years, the anti-migrant 
Alternative for Germany, win seats 
in parliament.

Merkel campaigned on her 
record as chancellor for 12 years, 
emphasising the country's record-
low unemployment, strong eco-
nomic growth, balanced budget 
and growing international impor-
tance. That's helped keep her con-
servative bloc well atop the polls 
ahead of  today's election over the 
center-left Social Democrats of  
challenger Martin Schulz.

Schulz voted together with his 
wife Inge in the city hall of  his 
hometown of  Wuerselen in west-
ern Germany.

"I hope that as many people as 
possible will cast their vote today 
and strengthen the democratic fu-
ture of  Germany," Schulz told re-
porters.

Merkel's conservative Chris-
tian Democratic Party and its sister 
party, the Bavaria-only Christian 
Social Union, have governed the 
country for the last four years with 
the Social Democrats in a so-called 
"grand coalition." Most forecasts 
suggest that coalition will win an-
other majority in today's election 

outcome, but several different coa-
lition government combinations 
could be possible.

Pollsters said earlier in the 
week that many of  the 61.5 mil-
lion who were eligible to vote had 
remained undecided until the very 
last moment. That included Bern-
hard Sommerfeld, a 62 -year-old 
book seller, who cast his vote today 
morning in Berlin after the opening 
of  the polling stations at 8 am (lo-
cal time).

"I was really undecided," Som-
merfeld said. "I didn't know which 
party I should cast my vote for -- it 
was very difficult." 

Only a few people came to the 
polling stations on a cold and driz-
zly morning in the German capital, 
which also hosted its annual mara-
thon today. Many streets in the city 
were blocked as runners zigzagged 
their way through Berlin in an often 
festive mood with local bands play-
ing on street corners and bystand-
ers cheering and applauding.

Jens Schubert, an orchestra 
manager, also said this election was 
a difficult one for him.

"I usually vote for the same par-
ty from the left spectrum the Green 
Party but this time I voted for a dif-
ferent party," the 54-year-old said 
as he came out of  a polling station 
in Berlin's Mitte neighbourhood 
where Merkel was also expected to 
cast her vote later in the day.

The latest polls had Merkel's 
conservative bloc at 34 to 37 per-
cent support, the center-left Social 
Democrats with 21 to 22 per cent 
and the anti-migrant Alternative 
for Germany, or AfD, with 10 to 13 
per cent support.

Germany's president, Frank-
Walter Steinmeier, appealed to his 
fellow citizens to go out and cast 
their vote, because "these elections 
are also about the future of  democ-
racy and the future of  Europe." 

Countries across Europe have 
seen a rise of  anti-migrant and pop-
ulist parties in recent elections and 
several German pollsters have fore-
cast that the anti-migrant, anti-Eu-
rope AfD, which appears assured 
of  gaining seats in the national par-
liament for the first time, may come 
in as third-strongest party.

The AfD has led an aggressive 
campaign that was dominated by 
hostile slogans against the more 
than 1 million, mostly Muslim mi-
grants who arrived in Germany in 
the last two years.

They're aiming to grab votes 
from conservatives who in the past 
have voted for Merkel's party, but 
are unhappy with her welcoming 
stance toward refugees.

In addition to the AfD, the 
Greens, the Free Democratic Party 
and the Left Party were all poised 
to enter parliament with poll num-
bers between 8 and 11 per cent.

United Nations, Sep. 23 
(PTI): Hitting out at Pa-
kistan for creating terror 
groups like LeT, JeM, 
Hizbul Mujahideen and 
the Haqqani Network, In-
dia today asked Pakistani 
leaders to introspect as to 
why their country is infa-
mous as the "pre- eminent 
export factory for terror".

In her address to the 
72nd UN General As-
sembly session, External 
Affairs Minister Sushma 
Swaraj spoke on issues 
like terrorism, climate 
change, maritime and cy-
ber security, UN Security 
Council reforms, poverty 
and unemployment.

In her hard-hitting 
speech, Swaraj accused 
Pakistan of  waging a war 
against India and said 
a country that has been 
the world's greatest ex-
porter of  havoc, death 
and inhumanity became a 
champion of  hypocrisy by 
preaching about human-
ity from this podium.

She was referring to 
Pakistan Prime Minis-
ter Shahid Khaqan Ab-
basi's speech on Thursday 
wherein he accused India 
of  violating human rights 
and state-sponsored ter-
rorism.

"I would like today to 
tell Pakistan's politicians 
just this much, that per-
haps the wisest thing they 

could do is to look within. 
India and Pakistan be-
came free within hours 
of  each other. Why is it 
that today India is a rec-
ognised IT superpower in 
the world, and Pakistan is 
recognised only as the pre-
eminent export factory for 
terror?" Swaraj asked.

India had ripped into 
Pakistan yesterday, de-
scribing it as "terroristan" 
and a land of  "pure terror" 
that hosts a flourishing in-
dustry to produce and ex-
port global terrorism.

Speaking in Hindi for 
the second consecutive 
year at the annual UNGA 
session, Swaraj said India 
has risen despite being the 
principal destination of  
Pakistan's nefarious ex-
port of  terrorism.

"We established scien-
tific and technical institu-
tions which are the pride 
of  the world. But what 
has Pakistan offered to 
the world and indeed to 
its own people apart from 
terrorism?" she said, re-
ferring to the institutions 
such as IITs, IIMs and 
AIIMS.

"We produced scien-
tists, scholars, doctors, en-
gineers.

What have you pro-
duced? You have pro-
duced terrorists...you 
have created terrorist 
camps, you have created 

The artist is nothing 
without the gift, but the 
gift is nothing without 

work. 

Emile Zola

Demi Lovato named Global Citizen 
Mental Health Ambassador  | P10

Mirror Takes

Dada... Baba... someone is 
having some problem with me, 

should I take care of him myself 
or wait for you?

~ Arien

Wozniacki whips 
Russian to retain WTA 
Tokyo crown  |  P11

    ‘Mann Ki Baat’ programme is for 
reflecting people’s views — PM | P8

Says failure to 
implement ‘Naga 
Concordant’ and 
‘Lenten Agreement’ 
has brought 
reconciliation to 
premature halt   

Lashkar-e- Taiba, Jaish-
e-Mohammed, Hizbul 
Mujahideen and Haqqani 
network," she said, add-
ing that doctors save peo-
ple from death; terrorists 
send them to death.

Swaraj said that if  
Pakistan had spent on its 
development what it has 
spent on developing ter-
ror, both Pakistan and the 
world would be safer and 
better-off  today.

The minister said the 
terrorist groups created by 
Pakistan is not only harm-
ing India, but also hurting 
its neighbours - Afghani-
stan and Bangladesh - as 
well.

She said that for the 
first time in the UN his-
tory, Pakistan sought right 
to reply (RoR) for one 
nation and then it had to 
simultaneously respond to 
three nations.

"Doesn't it reflect your 
nefarious designs," she 
asked.

Referring to Prime 
Minister Abbasi's speech, 
Swaraj said that the Paki-
stani leader "wasted" too 
much of  his time in mak-
ing accusations against 
India.

"Those listening had 
only one observation: 
'Look who's talking!' A 
country that has been 

the world's greatest ex-
porter of  havoc, death 
and inhumanity became a 
champion of  hypocrisy by 
preaching about humanity 
from this podium," Swaraj 
said.

Commenting on Ab-
basi's claim that Pakistan's 
founder M A Jinnah had 
bequeathed a foreign 
policy based on peace 
and friendship, she said 
while it remains open to 
question whether Jinnah 
actually advocated such 
principles, what is beyond 
doubt is that Prime Min-
ister Narendra Modi has 
offered the hand of  peace 
and friendship since he as-
sumed office.

"Pakistan's Prime 
Minister must answer why 
his nation spurned this of-
fer," she said.

Noting that Abbasi 
spoke of  a "Comprehen-
sive Dialogue" between 
the two countries, Swaraj 
reminded him that on De-
cember 9, 2015, when she 
was in Islamabad for the 
Heart of  Asia conference, 
a decision was made by 
then Prime Minister Na-
waz Sharif  that dialogue 
between India and Paki-
stan should be renewed 
and named it a "Com-
prehensive Bilateral Dia-
logue".

"The word 'bilateral' 
was used consciously to 

remove any confusion or 
doubt about the fact that 
the proposed talks would 
be between our two na-
tions and only between 
our two nations, without 
any third-party present. 
And he must answer why 
that proposal withered, 
because Pakistan is re-
sponsible for the abort-
ing that peace process," 
Swaraj said.

On old UN resolu-
tions mentioned by Ab-
basi, Swaraj said that his 
memory has conveniently 
failed him where it mat-
ters.

"He has forgotten that 
under the Shimla Agree-
ment and the Lahore 
Declaration India and Pa-
kistan resolved that they 
would settle all outstand-
ing issues bilaterally. The 
reality is that Pakistan s 
politicians remember eve-
rything, manipulate mem-
ory into a convenience. 
They are masters at 'for-
getting' facts that destroy 
their version," Swaraj 
said.

On climate change, 
Swaraj said the challenge 
posed by it requires more 
"serious action than talk" 
and asked the leaders of  
the developed world to 
help the less fortunate 
ones through technology 
transfer and Green Cli-
mate Financing.
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NEWS IN BRIEF
NMDA notifies whole sellers
As per letter received from AIOCD, Nagaland Medicine Deal-
ers’ Association (NMDA) has notified all the whole sellers not 
to disallow any claim sent by retailers upto December 31, 
2017. This directive was issued following GST implementa-
tion from July 1, wherein any supply is subjected to GST tax, 
including movement of date expired goods. Stating that 
trade and industry both are not in a clear position to receive 
the goods and settle the claims, the Association president 
Ato Yepthomi and the general secretary Ashok Kr. Singhal 
have asked the retailers and whole sellers having expired 
goods with them from last quarter to wait for another 2 
months for clarity. 

DUCCF condoles death
Dimapur Urban council Chairmen Federation (DUCCF) has 
condoled the demise of its member and owner of Y Zhimo 
Colony, Yeheto Zhimo, who passed away on September 24. 
DUCCF press release stated that his active participation in 
various organisations and selfless service for the society 
would always be remembered. While terming his demise 
as an irreparable loss for the Naga society, it lamented that 
the vacuum created by his death would be difficult to be 
filled. Meanwhile, DUCCF has conveyed condolence to the 
bereaved family members and prayed for the departed soul 
to rest in peace.

ACAUT condoles demise
Against Corruption and Unabated Taxation (ACAUT) has 
condoled the untimely demise of Yeheto Zhimo, general sec-
retary of GBs’ Union (Sadar), who breathed his last on Sep-
tember 24. ACAUT has described him as its eldest member, 
who was humble and remarkable for his composure. ACAUT 
lamented that his sudden demise has created an irreparable 
vacuum. It further conveyed condolence to the bereaved 
family prayed for the departed soul to rest in peace. 

ZPO (N) clarifies
Responding to news report which was published in some 
local dailies on May 9 last, Zeliang People’s Organisation (N) 
clarified that its members attended the consultative meeting 
called by the NNPG without any agendas. A joint press state-
ment issued by its present, Kezin, and the secretary, Kerang 
Dumtta, stated that as a mark of respect and as token of the 
meeting it had appended signature between both groups 
for better understanding. However, following criticism from 
among the people for taking drastic step, the organisation 
has disowned the statement and tendered apology to the 
people and the groups.

RJD convenes executive meet 
Nagaland unit of the Rashtriya Janata Dal (RJD) has con-
vened an executive meeting on September 26 at 10 a.m. 
in the residence of its president Khetovi Kinny, Jorapukhuri, 
Dairy Farm road, Purna Bazaar, Dimapur. All the concerned 
executive members of the party are requested to attend the 
meeting without fail.

Tobacco awareness camp held
The National Tobacco Control Programme, in collaboration 
with Development Association of Nagaland and Peace Chan-
nel, have jointly organised a community tobacco awareness 
and health camp in Khriezephe village on September 23. 
Dr. C Tetseo, who was the resource person, warned that 
tobacco is not only a health problem but could also lead 
to alcoholism and drug addiction among young people. He 
encouraged the village council to adopt tobacco free village 
norm for the good of the village. During the programme, Dr. 
V Kezo and Dr. Arenla attended to nearly hundred patients 
and distributed medicines free of cost. 

AR nabs NNC/FGN cadre
Basing on specific information regarding presence of an 
arms dealer, troops of 32 Assam Rifles alongwith police 
representative launched an operation in Aoyimti village, 
Dimapur, on September 18 and arrested one person with 
arms. The accused has been identified as Aolen Chang (32) 
and resident of Aoyimti village, Dimapur. He is originally from 
Noksen village in Tuensang district. He was reported to be 
cadre of NNC/ FGN. The troops also recovered one .22 mm 
pistol with magazine and two wireless sets. The accused 
alongwith the recovered arms and items were handed over 
to East Police Station, Dimapur, for further investigation.

Resource person Dilip Kujur speaking to the students of Yemi College during the workshop on September 22.

Principal, faculty members and staff of Phek Government College with the resource persons on September 19.

State BNSS delegate with national president during convention in 
Latur in Maharashtra.

(L) Officials of KNSK Tobu unit along with the Assam Rifles personnel after the lecture in Menchengle village on September 19. (R) Assam 
Rifles personnel along with the students GMS in Moayimti village on September 22.

Dimapur, Sep. 24 (EMN): 
Principal and IQAC of  
Phek Government Col-
lege, in collaboration with 
Kohima Science College, 
Jotsoma, organised a one 
day NAAC orientation pro-
gramme on September 19 
for the staff  and faculty 
members of  Phek Govern-
ment College.  

Three resource persons, 
who were deputed from 
Kohima Science College, 
Jotsoma, to mentor the col-
lege included Dr. Vizovol 
Mekro, Associate Professor 
(Geology Dept.) and IQAC 
coordinator for 1st Cycle; 
Dr. Seyiekhriele Whiso, 
Assistant Professor (English 
Dept.) and IQAC coordina-
tor for 2nd Cycle; and Dr. 
Vethselo Doulo, Assistant 
Professor (Zoology Dept.) 
and NAAC steering com-

The following are the list of land line and mobile 
number for consumer’s complain in different areas 
under Dimapur Electrical division,
FUSE CALL
1. SDO(E) NO I OFFICE FUSE CALL - 03862-230114
   7085011379
   7085011383
2. SDO(E) NO II BURMA CAMP 
 FUSE CALL - 03862-232199
   7085011440
 PURANA BAZAR FUSE CALL - 03862-234229
   7085011393
 4TH MILE FUSE CALL  - 7085011392
3. SDO(E) NO III OFFICE FUSE CALL - 03862-248163
   7085011387
 SIGNAL BAZAR FUSE CALL - 03862-244022
   7085011388
CONTROL ROOM
1. NARGAJAN CONTROL ROOM - 03862-229600
2. METHA CONTROL ROOM - 03862-244828
3. INDUSTRIAL CONTROL ROOM - 03862-248073
4. BURMA CAMP CONTROL ROOM - 03862-225676
5. REFERRAL CONTROL ROOM - 9856150910
6. SOVIMA CONTROL ROOM - 9089059281
7. DAIRY FARM CONTROL ROOM - 7085011390
8. SUPER MARKET CONTROL ROOM - 7085840654

WEATHER FORECAST IN OTHER DISTRICTS 
Max Min DP RH RF

WOKHA 25.2 19.6 19.8 89 NIL

ZBT 23.5 17.5 20.6 90 NIL

MON 30.2 23 22.2 92 NIL

TUENSANG 23.2 18.2 18.2 84 5.1

MKG 26.4 22 21.6 82 6.4

PHEK 25.2 19.2 21.9 95 Nil

KIPHIRE 29.6 20.8 22.4 93 22.6

SECHÜ ZUBZA 28 20 21.7 77 1.8

LONGLENG - - - - -

TSEMINYU - - - - -

JALUKIE 24 12 19.8 93 Nil

MANGKOLEMBA 32.4 23.6 24.5 86 NIL

*Dew Point (DP) *Relative Humidity (RH) * Rainfall (RF)

Source: Department of Soil & Water Conservation, Nagaland 

mittee member.
The programme was 

chaired by the IQAC Coor-
dinator PGC, while the wel-
come address was delivered 
by the Principal PGC. 

In the first session, Dr. 

S Whiso briefed the gather-
ing on the need for NAAC 
accreditation and the pro-
cedure and technicalities 
in the preparation of  the 
LOI/ IEQA and SSR, and 
uploading of the SSR. 

In the second session, 
Dr. V Mekro shared on 
the prerequisites of  an in-
stitution before it goes for 
NAAC accreditation and 
also on their experiences 
of  peer team visit. In the 

same session, Dr. V Doulo 
shared on the importance 
of  library in an institution 
and the need and ways to 
develop it. 

Each session was fol-
lowed by an interaction 

Dimapur, Sep. 24 (EMN): 
Dr. Shurhozelie Liezietsu 
led NPF party today said 
the acknowledgement by 
Nationalist Congress Party 
(NCP) national secretary 
cum spokesman, Narendra 
Verma, for continuing its 
post-poll alliance should 
serve as an eye-opener to 
party rank and file of  the 
NPF as well as the misled 
group of  people at Hotel 
Legacy, Kohima, as to who 
the real and legal leader of  
the NPF party is.

It mentioned that the 
NCP, which won four seats 
in 2013, was betrayed by 
its legislators when they 
defected to other politi-
cal parties without any 
qualms.

A press release issued 
by NPF Media and Press 
Bureau, Central Head-

quarters, stated that NCP 
Nagaland unit under the 
young and dedicated con-
venor Vanthungo Odyuo 
has a herculean task in the 
coming months to identify 
candidates who would not 
hesitate to sleep with the 
highest bidder as those in 
the world’s oldest profes-
sion are wont to.

It stated that NPF par-
ty, being deeply rooted in 
the psyche and ethos of  
the Naga people, is deter-
mined to provide the best 
of  its services to the Naga 
people and would naturally 
want its alliance partners 
to identify candidates who 
have integrity, loyalty and 
determination to serve the 
people, and not some ha-
bitual defectors and politi-
cal tourists who have been 
tested and found wanting.

Dimapur, Sep. 24 (EMN): 
Yemhi Memorial College 
(YMC) has organised a 
social media awareness 
seminar cum workshop for 
the students and faculties 
with Dilip Kujur, founder 
and director of  Way2King-
dom Media Ministry, as 
the resource person.

In his address, the re-
source person spoke elabo-
rately on the impact of  
social media, internet and 
online games in our lives 
in terms of  relationships 
with families, friends and 
loved ones, society, career, 
and health.

While pointing out 
many advantages of  social 
media in this modern era, 
he also cautioned against 
ill effect it could impact our 
lives when it is not used 
wisely.

The resource person 
also highlighted on dif-
ferent types of  addictions 

time, where faculty and 
staff  raised queries, which 
were deliberated upon with 
the resource persons.

The day long pro-
gramme also included visi-
tation by the resource per-
sons to the college library, 
class rooms, departments 
and laboratories, and feed-
backs were given for further 
improvement. 

Altogether 35 faculty 
and staff  attended the pro-
gramme. The programme 
culminated with the vote 
of  thanks delivered by the 
vice principal wherein he 
expressed gratitude to three 
resource persons and Ko-
hima Science College, Jot-
soma, in general for their 
support. He further thanked 
the Directorate for initiating 
and enabling the college 
mentorship programme.

ranging from everyday use 
such as drugs, alcohol, 
smokes, tobacco, and co-
caine to behaviours like 
gambling and stealing. Ac-
cording to him behavioural 
addictions are those not 
involving a substance. This 
type of  addiction could 
be an impulse control dis-

order. 
The college principal, 

Makhan Chetia, also ex-
pressed similar concern 
of  the negative impact of  
social media in his wel-
come address. He stated 
that parents and teachers 
should help curb the prob-
lem among the youngsters 

by playing a major role. 
The programme was 

chaired by Payal Dutta, 
Assistant Professor, De-
partment of  Commerce. 
The workshop concluded 
with a vote of  thanks de-
livered by T L Konang, 
Assistant Professor, De-
partment of  History. 

Dimapur, Sep. 24 (EMN): 
Six students’ unions from 
Eastern Nagaland has sup-
ported the demand of East-
ern Nagaland Students’ 
Federation (ENSF) and re-
affirmed to stand with the 
federation till the justice is 
delivered.

This was decided dur-
ing an emergency meeting 
of  the Konyak Students’ 
Union (KSU), Phom Stu-
dents’ Conference (PSC), 
Khiamniungan Students’ 
Union (KSU), Yimchungru 
Akheru Arihako (YAA), 

United Sangtam Students’ 
Conference (USSC) and 
Confederation of  Chang 
Students’ Union (CCSU) 
held in Kohima on Septem-
ber 20.

The six federating units 
have asked the State govern-
ment to immediately address 
the matter in the interest of  
the six backward tribes of  
Eastern Nagaland as per the 
government notification. 

Stating that the demand 
of the federation is not be-
yond the notification, the 
federating units felt that the 

government should uphold 
the notification. 

Further, the house has 
also resolved to direct all 
the aspirants to comply with 
the directive of  the federa-
tion. This was stated in a 
joint statement issued by 
USSC president Thrikyse 
Sangtam, YAA president 
Yansomong Yimchungru, 
KSU president Hatho Khia-
mniungan, KSU president 
Longai Konyak, PSC presi-
dent Hongkam Phom, and 
CCSU president Chingmak 
Kumchuba. 

Dimapur, Sep. 24 (EMN): 
Continuing with its Swachh 
Bharat Abhiyan movement, 
troops 44 Assam Rifles con-
ducted an awareness pro-
gramme for the students 
and teachers at Government 
Middle School in Moayimti 
village under Mokokchung 
district on September 22.

Besides the cleanliness 
drive, a lecture on cleanliness 
and hygiene was conducted 
for the village council.  

The aim of  the aware-
ness programme was to 
carry out joint cleanliness 
drive and motivate students 
for ‘Clean India.’

In a similar programme, 
troops of  28 Assam Rifles 
carried out a cleanliness 
drive at Assam Rifles Public 
School, Wokha, on Septem-
ber 22 wherein 14 teach-
ers and 140 students of the 
school took part in the pro-
gramme. 

The programme com-
menced with poster/ban-
ner display by teachers and 

students.  The students were 
also educated about the im-
portance of clean surround-
ings.

In yet another pro-
gramme, troops of  32 As-
sam Rifles had organised an 
awareness lecture on ‘Amur 
Falcon and Clean India Mis-
sion’ at Vidima Primary 
School, Dimapur, on Sep-
tember 21.

The aim of the event was 
to educate and spread aware-
ness about Amur Falcon 
migratory bird and the im-
portance of keeping a clean 
environment. The event was 
attended by a total of 60 stu-
dents and 10 teaching staff  
of Vidima Primary School, 
Dimapur.

Troops of  36 Assam 
Rifles also conducted an 
awareness lecture on ‘Con-
servation of natural resourc-
es’ at Government High 
School, Tening town, in 
Peren district on September 
18. The aim of the event was 
to educate and spread aware-

D i m a p u r ,  S e p .  2 4 
(EMN): Nagaland unit 
of  the Bhrastachar Nir-
mulan Sangharsha Samiti 
(BNSS), anti corruption 
organisation, led by its 
president, R Sopu Angami 
along with 10 member 
cultural troupe attended 

the national convention 
at Latur in Maharastra on 
September 17 and 18.

A monolith tower in 
honour of  the Indian free-
dom fighters was installed 
in the heart of  Latur city 
which was inaugurated 
by Satyaki, Savakar and 

Dimapur, Sep. 24 (EMN): The 2nd quar-
terly Regional Review Meeting (RRM) of  
VCCM organised by United Nation Devel-
opment Programme (UNDP) was held in 
the conference hall of  the Chief  Medical 
Officer (CMO), Mon, on September 21.

Deputy CMO, Dr. Akaba, in his wel-
come address, highlighted the importance 
of  UIP. Egumsing Nsarangbe, project 
officer UNDP, made a brief  power point 
presentation on eVIN followed by overview 
of regional performance.

The district VCCMs namely Achila 
from Mokokchung, Taliwala from Tuen-
sang, Christina Rume from Longleng, and 
Sosopem from Mon presented their district 
eVIN analysis and performance.

In second session, Yileutielie Hiekha, 
project officer UNDP, and Sumit Sharma, 
PO-IT UNDP, shared on State analysis and 
software upgrades. It was followed with 
open discussion session wherein it recom-
mended improving vaccine logistics and 
cold chain management.

ness about importance of  
conservation of the natural 
resources amongst students. 
During the event, impor-
tance of  natural resources, 
its conservation and benefits 
in daily life were highlighted 
followed by an interactive 
session. It programme con-
cluded with oath taking cer-
emony, wherein all students 
pledged to plant a sapling 
once in every month.

In an unrelated pro-
gramme, troops of  40 As-
sam Rifles organised a lec-

ture on “HIV and Drug Free 
Nagaland” on September 
19 at Menchengle village 
in Mon district. The event 
was organised with the help 
of  Konyak Nyupuh Sheko 
Khong (KNSK), a women 
welfare organisation from 
Tobu. 

The lecture was aimed 
at raising awareness about ill 
effects of HIV and drugs in 
the Naga society. A total of  
125 women from 14 villages 
of  Monyaksho and Tobu 
circle attended the event. 

In the concluding re-
marks, KNSK chairperson 
K Ahoang thanked the par-
ticipants and urged them to 
spread the message to stop 
discrimination against the 
people suffering from HIV 
and help them to lead a 
healthy and prosperous life.

Meanwhile, troops of 36 
Assam Rifles conducted a 
drawing cum poster making 
competitions on the theme 
‘HIV/AIDS awareness’ at 
Government High School, 
Athibung, in Peren district 

on September 18.
The aim of  the event 

was to educate and spread 
awareness about HIV/AIDS 
and to identify the artistic 
skills of  budding talents. 
Altogether 21 students from 
various standards enthusi-
astically participated in the 
competition and produced 
imaginative paintings high-
lighting preventive measures 
for HIV/AIDS. 

The event concluded 
with a felicitation ceremony 
for winners.  

Shamba Patil Nilangerkar, 
Maharashtra ministers on 
September 17.

Par ticipants of  the 
convention discussed on 
the prevailing evil root of  
corruption in the Indian 
society. The organisation 
has committed to fight for 
the welfare, justice, uplift 
and betterment of  Indian 
society.

Nagaland team, on 
their return from the con-
vention, conveyed grati-
tude to all those who have 
contributed generously to 
participate in the nation-
al convention. The team 
also expressed gratitude 
to the national president, 
Pradip Khandapurkar, for 
all the arrangement and 
hospitality extended to 
the delegates during the 
convention.

Dimapur, Sep. 24 (EMN): 
Chakhesang Union Chu-
mukedima (CUC) has 
strongly condemned the 
cowardly act perpetrated 
by miscreants allegedly 
from NSCN (K) who at-
tempted to murder Lhiu-
penyi Doulo, proprietor of  
Kuda Cold Storage. 

The union, in a press 
release issued by its presi-
dent Vesato Kezo and the 
general secretary Pretso 
Therie, reaffirmed to stand 
by the decisions taken by 
the Western Chakhesang 
Hoho and appealed the 
authorities to bring justice 
to the victim at the earliest. 

The union further con-

demned the attempted 
murder on father and son 
by non-Nagas at Chu-
mukedima. The union ap-
pealed to all right thinking 
Naga citizens to wake up 
from the danger posed by 
the illegal immigrants in 
Nagaland.

In a similar statement, 
Pochury Hoho Dimapur 
District (PHDD), while 
condemning the life at-
tempt on L Doulo by some 
armed miscreants, stated 
that at this juncture Nagas 
need a positive mind to 
uplift one another to have 
a peaceful society and not 
threatened each other to 
the extent of  taking each 

other’s life. 
Stating that Naga busi-

ness persons are strug-
gling to compete with their 
non-Naga counterparts, 
the hoho president, Er. 
Chirhotho Rasutho, and 
the vice president, C. Pili 
Pochury, felt that it should 
our responsibilities to en-
courage each other to pro-
mote Naga businessmen. 

Meanwhile, the Hoho 
also strongly condemned 
the act of  the non Nags 
who attacked a Naga fam-
ily in Chumukedima on 
September 21. It demand-
ed that culprits must be 
arrested and awarded befit-
ting punishment. 
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TR Zeliang speaking at the Mhaikam programme. 

A member of the legal service community seen here interacting with villagers. 

NVCO seeks street vending statute

Zeliang sees hot market for dragon fruit business 

Dimapur, Sep. 24 (EMN): 
The Nagaland Voluntary 
Consumer Organisation 
(NVCO) has urged the 
Nagaland government to 
‘adopt’ the Street Vendors 
(Protection of  Livelihood 
and Regulation of  Street 
Vending) Act of  2014 
passed by the Parliament 
on February 20, 2014.

The group issued a 
press release on Sunday. 
The press release stated 
that the ‘central act’ will 
create a “conducive atmos-
phere” for street vendors to 
do business in dignity. Fur-
ther, it will provide “liveli-
hood protection” to street 
vendors especially the local 
people in the state capital 
Kohima town when selling 
local products, the organi-
sation stated. 

“The salient features of  
Street Vendors (Protection 
of Livelihood and Regula-
tion of Street Vending) Act, 
2014 is that the Act pro-

vides for constitution of a 
Town Vending Committee 
(TVC) in each local author-
ity, which is the fulcrum of  
the Act, for implementing 
the provisions of the Act,” 
the organisation stated. 

“It has been provided 
that 40% members of  the 
TVC will from amongst 
street vendors with due 
representation from SC, 
ST, OBC, Minorities and 
persons with disabilities, 
of  which one-third shall 
be women. In order to en-
sure participatory decision 
making for aspects relating 
to street vending activities, 
the TVC will be involved 
in activities like determi-
nation of  natural market, 
identification of  vending 
zones, preparation of  street 
vending plan, survey of  
street vendors, etc.”

To avoid “arbitrari-
ness” of  authorities, the 
NVCO explained, the act 
provides for a survey of  

all existing street vendors, 
and subsequent survey 
at-least once in every five 
years, and issue of  certifi-
cate of  vending to all the 
street vendors identified in 
the survey, with preference 
to SC, ST, OBC, women, 
persons with disabilities, 
minorities, etc. It has been 
provided that no street ven-
dor will be evicted until the 
survey has been completed 
and certificate of  vending 
issued to the street vendors, 
the NVCO stated.

Further, the organisa-
tion stated, all existing 
street vendors, identified in 
the survey, will be accom-
modated in the vending 
zones subject to a norm 
conforming to 2.5% of the 
population of  the ward or 
zone or town or city. The 
mechanism is to provide 
universal coverage, by pro-
tecting the street vendors 
from harassment and pro-
moting their livelihood. 

The Act also provides 
for promotional meas-
ures to be undertaken by 
the Government, towards 
availability of  credit, in-
surance and other wel-
fare schemes of  social 
security, capacity building 
programmes, research, 
education and training pro-
grammes etc. for street ven-
dors. The Act provides for 
protection of  street vendors 
from harassment by police 
and other authorities and 
provides for an overriding 
clause to ensure they carry 
on their business without 
the fear of  harassment by 
the authorities under any 
other law.
Support to urban Street Ven-
dors under National Urban 
Livelihoods Mission
‘Support to Urban Street 
vendors’ is one of  the com-
ponents of  ‘National Ur-
ban Livelihoods Mission’ 
(NULM) which aims at ad-

dressing the vulnerabilities 
of  the urban street vendors 
through a multi-pronged 
approach, the press release 
stated. This includes: (i) 
Survey of  street vendors 
and issue of  Identity Cards 
(ii) Development of  city 
street vending plans  (iii) 
Infrastructure development 
of  vending zones in the 
city  (iv) Training and Skill 
Development  (v) Finan-
cial Inclusion  (vi) Access 
to credit   (vii) Linkages to 
social security schemes. 

The NVCO added 
that up to 5% of the total 
NULM allocation of  the 
state can be spent on im-
plementation of  this com-
ponent of  NULM. 

“Therefore, the NVCO 
urged the Government 
of Nagaland to introduce 
Street Vendors (Protection 
of Livelihood and Regula-
tion of Street Vending) Act 
especially in Kohima town,” 
the press release added.

Dimapur, Sep. 24 (EMN): Chief  Min-
ister TR Zeliang has advocated planta-
tion of  dragon fruits at Mhaikam vil-
lage and its surrounding areas. He has  
asserted that the fruit has commercial 
potential to ‘invigorate the fragile econ-
omy of  the people of  the area,’ a press 
release from the chief  minister’s office 
stated on Sunday. 

Addressing a public gathering 
during the inaugural function of  the 
Mhaikam village gate and rostrum on 
Saturday, the chief  minister said that 
Mhaikam and its neighbouring villages 
have sufficient land and suitable climate 
for large-scale dragon fruit plantation, 
“which can be made commercially vi-
able for economic upliftment (sic).”

With the increasing demand for 
dragon fruit in the market because of  
its health value and taste, the press re-
lease stated, large scale plantation of  
the fruit will transform people’s econ-
omy if  it can be carry out in planned 
manner. 

“Citing instances of  success stories 
on dragon fruit plantations at Mhaikam 
village and displaying the fruit sample 
before the gathering, the chief  minister 
said that the fruit produce at Mhaikam 
and its surrounding areas are of  bet-
ter quality with better taste and higher 
nutrition content has an immense com-

mercial potential in both domestic and 
international market.”

Further, TR Zeliang said that for 
sustainable economy ‘a time has come 
for villagers to shift their way of  farm-
ing from less productive cultivations 
like planting teak trees in the arable 
land which occupies large areas for 
long period of  time without any re-
turns, to cash crops farming which will 
give economic benefits within a short 
span of  time.’  

On other matters, the press release 
stated that the ongoing railway project 
and the proposed national highway 
along Mhaikam and its surrounding 
villages have “brightened the prospect 
of  the area becoming one of  the eco-
nomic hub of  the state.” 

Zeliang however reminded the vil-
lagers that it will largely depend on 
‘how judiciously they utilize their land 
through proper planning, efficient man-
agement system, and suitable agricul-
tural technologies.’

“This is not the time to fight or en-
croach upon each upon each land and 
create misunderstanding among dif-
ferent community, but understand its 
potentials and utility through peaceful 
means for mutual progress and prosper-
ity,” the press release quoted the chief  
minister as having added to his speech.   

NSLSA conducts door-to-door campaign 

Naga writer participates in Brooklyn Book Festival

Chakhesang students conduct general session 
Dimapur, Sep. 24 (EMN): 
The Kohima Chakhesang 
Students’ Union (KCSU) con-
ducted its 56th general ses-
sion and freshmen conclave 
on Sep. 23 in Kohima town. 
The event was conducted 
with the theme “excel for a 
cause.’’ Kevileno Epao, OSD 
for Planning & Coordination  
of  the Evaluation department 
was the guest speaker; Vezuhu 
Keyho, principal of  Capital 
College of  Higher Education 
was the “session speaker,” a 
press release from the organ-
isers stated on Sunday.

Addressing the gathering, 
Epao told the students to “in-
trospect” as it will decide their 
future. Further she urged the 
students to be “fruitful and 
positively impact their family 
and the society in working to-
wards excellence.”

Talking about the “at-
tributes of  success”, the 
“guest speaker” asked the stu-
dents to prioritize their stud-
ies “amidst all disturbances 
by professionalizing their 
time and to work for a cause 
through discipline. Reasoning 
on the benefits of  reading, she 

advises the students to culti-
vate the habit as it expands 
imagination and our horizons 
of  thoughts.”

Also, emphasizing on 
what the press release called 
the “value of  being optimis-
tic”, she urged the students 
to learn to accept challenges 
in life as they make a person 
realize the capabilities of  a 
person and to be receptive. 

‘While regretting the lack 
of  consistency among stu-
dents and the people in gen-
eral, Epao also talked about 
the importance of  hard work 
and asserted that there was 
no substitute,” the press re-
lease stated. She was quoted 
as having advised the students 
to learn to say ‘no’ to what-
ever would ‘let down a person 
from pursuing their aspira-
tion.’ She called upon the stu-
dents to respect diversity and 
be united.

Also, the president of  
Chakhesang Hoho of  Kohi-
ma, Theja Therieh exhorted 
the gathering to be responsi-
ble citizens and advised the 
students not to be mere fol-
lowers but leaders. According 

to the press release, he told 
the students not to ‘polarize 
or communalize the society 
while maintaining one’s iden-
tity and also urges the stu-
dents to set goal and pursue 
with full focus. Further, he 
challenges to be collectively 
responsible and be an agent 
of  change.’

In the second part of  the 
day, principal of  Capital of  
Higher Education Vezuhu 
Keyho told the students that 
“life in today’s world has be-
come so expensive and ad-
vises the students not to mis-
use the trust of  their parents 
nor create parents-students 
relationship deficit.” While 
regretting the “menace of  
corruption in the society” and 
urged the students to ‘retro-
spect oneself  to do away with 
the averse state of  a society.’

Further the press release 
stated that Keyho spoke about 
‘work attitude.’ It determines 
altitude, the press release 
stated. Dedication, sincerity 
and commitment are vital for 
a successful life and above all 
depending on God, the press 
release added.

Kohima, Sep. 24 (EMN): Ko-
hima-based writer Avinuo Kire 
participated in the 2017 Brooklyn 
Book Festival representing India 
at the festival on September 17 at 
Brooklyn, New York.

Brooklyn Book Festival is one 
of  America’s premier literary festi-
vals and one of  the largest free lit-
erary events in the world, updates 
on Sunday informed. 

Kire participated in the main day 

of the festival for a session that was 
based on the topic ‘The Far Reaches 
of the Empire: Religion, Rebels and 
Railroad’. The panel included au-
thors Peter Kimani of Kenya and 
Naivo from Madagascar while the 
discussion was moderated by Clar-
isse Rosaz Shariyf, director of Pub-
lic Programs at PEN, America. 

A press release from Kire in-
formed that during the course of  
discussion, she spoke on the poli-

tics of  writing, with specific refer-
ence to Nagaland’s unique history 
“which is inextricably linked to 
its politics.”  She highlighted the 
necessity of  Naga writers to con-
struct their stories based upon their 
unique world view and not around 
a European or ‘Bollywood’ model. 
She stated that India was a coun-
try of  multiple narratives and thus 
stressed on the importance of  mi-
nority groups to share their stories. 

The young author observed that 
this can be an effective means of  
connecting cultures and integrat-
ing people in a country with such 
diversity as India. 

In general, the panel of  au-
thors held an invigorating discus-
sion and consensus on the Euro-
pean Imperial Project and its far 
reaching effects on ordinary lives 
which reverberates even to this 
day, the press release said. 

Dimapur, Sep. 24 (EMN): To spread “le-
gal awareness” and to provide assistance   
“at the doorstep of  the rural population,” 
members of  the Nagaland State Legal 
Services Authority (NSLSA) organized 
its second door-to-door campaign.

The campaign was conducted with 
the theme “reach out, someone over there 
needs you,” a press release stated on Sun-
day. The programme was conducted by 
the 11 district legal services authorities in 
their respective district on Sep. 23. 

Around 296 villages, 42,394 house-
holds and 1,49,981 beneficiaries were 
covered during the door-to-door cam-
paign, the organisers informed. 

Panel lawyers, paralegal volunteers 
and volunteers from ‘targeted villages’ 
conveyed to the citizens the “message 
of  access to justice, legal rights and en-
titlements, speedy and affordable justice 
and distributed legal literacy literature 
translated in local dialects,” the press 

release stated. 
Altogether 60 types of  acts and provi-

sions were translated in Tenyidie, Lotha, 
Sema, Ao, Yimchungru, Sangtam, 
Khiamniungan, Zemi, Rengma, Phom, 
Chang, Kuki and Konyak were distrib-
uted and explained during the state-wide 
campaign. 

Releasing the translated legal litera-
tures at Tuensang, the SDPO of  Tuen-
sang, Bharat Laxman, lauded the district 
legal services authorities for the various 
activities and for providing an example 
to other departments to perform its roles 
and responsibilities. He stated that legal 
service authorities are strengthening and 
deepening the democracy in the country, 
the updates stated. 

The SDPO was stated to have en-
couraged the panel lawyers and parale-
gal volunteers to empower the citizens 
while reminding that ‘real power lies in 
the villages.’ 
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Zeliangrong Youth Front opposes 
creation of new districts 

PMAY-G to be implemented with 
transparency, Manipur govt. assures

Manipur govt. to introduce ‘Night Plaza’ 

Acclaimed film, theatre 
personality Abdul Majid dead 

Overcoming hurdles to give immunisation a shot in Assam’s riverine islands 

Union Minister Gohain takes part in NF 
Railway’s Swachhta Hi Sewa Campaign

Dimapur, Sep.24. (EMN):The 
Zeliangrong Youth Front has 
strongly opposed the Manipur 
Govt. for arbitrarily creating 
new districts last year without 
the consent and knowledge of  
the Zeliangrong and the Naga 
people who are the ‘owners of  
their ancestral land’. This was 
stated in a press release from the 
Zeliangrong Youth Front Publicity 
Wing.The districts creation issue 
is going on involving govt. of  
India, govt. of  Manipur and the 
United Naga Council-the Naga 
apex organisation in the state of  
Manipur representing the interest 
and sentiment of  the Naga people 
where few rounds of  talks had 
been held with efforts to bring 
solution to this issue, it stated. 

“There are some elements 
supposedly sponsored by political 
party and politicians who are out 
to create confusion to general 
publ ic  have  s tar ted  ra i s ing 
unnecessary demands. These 

elements have started demanding 
and raising unnecessary and 
unrealistic issue by submitting 
memorandum (s)  before the 
govt. of  Manipur knowing or 
unknowing the limitations of  the 
state govt”, stated the youth front.  

According to the youth front 
press statement, ‘the unnecessary 
noise created by pol i t ical ly 
motivated elements instrumental 
by politicians by way of  floating 
forums or associations in the 
name of  different nomenclatures 
may have their own policy and 
intention to discredit the present 
govt. but does not represent 
the interest and sentiment of  
the Zeliangrong people and 
Tamenglong district since the 
Zeliangrong and the Naga people 
have totally rejected the creation 
of  new districts’.  

Therefore, the Zeliangrong 
Youth Front states ‘in the interest 
of  the people and to safeguard 
and protect the ancestral land and 

its natural resources will take up 
appropriate steps as and when 
required’.

“Regarding the Autonomous 
Dis t r i c t  Counci l  i s sue,  the 
Zeliangrong and the Naga people 
knowing well of  the sinister design 
of  the previous Manipur govt., 
had strongly opposed the holding 
of  ADC Election held in 2010 
since the Act which was amended 
by the Manipur govt. totally 
violated the rights and interest of  
the tribal people”. 

It further questioned, ‘when 
even the principal Act of  the 
Autonomous District Council 
cannot safeguard and protect the 
rights and interest of  the tribal 
for which the tribal people had 
rejected the holding of  ADC 
Election for the last 20 years, 
the previous Manipur govt. in a 
hasty manner had conducted the 
ADC Election in 2010 with the 
amended Act despite the strong 
opposition from the Naga people 

thereby the Naga people had 
declared the ADC as null and 
void’. 

“The youth front cautioned 
that any issue particularly new 
dis tr ic ts  creat ion and ADC 
matter raised by some groups 
based on electoral politics is not 
related to Zeliangrong people 
and Tamenglong district. The 
Zeliangrong Youth Front advised 
those elements and groups not to 
drag the people and the name of  
Tamenglong district unnecessarily 
in their craving for sectional 
interest”. 

Politicians who are out of  
power while trying to make their 
presence felt in the society are 
busy in devising different forms, 
policies and methods which are 
misleading and purely party based 
electoral politics in nature which 
would never facilitate benefit to 
people except to create confusion 
and discord amongst the people, 
the press note added.

Our Correspondent
Imphal,Sep. 24 (EMN): 
M a n i p u r ’ s  R u r a l 
D e v e l o p m e n t  a n d 
Panchayati Raj Minister 
Thongam Biswajit Singh 
on Sunday said there is 
no negligence or delay on 
the part of  the government 
in Pradhan Mantri Awas 
Yojana-Gramin (PMAY-G) 
implementation in the 
State.

Addressing a press 
c o n f e r e n c e  h e r e,  t h e 
Minister Biswajit  said 
there is no delay in the 
scheme implementation; 
in fact  complet ion of  
re -ver i f icat ion of  the 
beneficiary list within 
three months is  a  big 
achievement in itself. He 
said the total number of  
beneficiaries for FY 2016-
17 is 9740.

Asser t ing that  ful l 
t r anspa rency  wi l l  be 
m a i n t a i n e d  d u r i n g 
implementation of  the 

scheme,  the  Minis ter 
explained that beneficiary 
s e l e c t i o n  i s  a  t i m e 
consuming process. He 
added that a beneficiary 
list is made according to 
the Socio Economic Caste 
Census (SECC) 2011 from 
which a priority list is taken 
which is again verified.

T h e  v e r i f i c a t i o n 
process is almost complete 
he said adding that the 
p roces s  wi l l  be  fu l ly 
completed by September 
end. Families left out from 
the SECC, 2011 can still 
file an application to the 
Appellate Committee and 
seek for inclusion in next 
year’s list, he added.

Minister Singh said 
t h a t  t h e  t a r ge t  i s  t o 
complete geo-tagging of  
all beneficiaries by Sep. 30, 
2017 and initiate release of  
first instalment by October 
first week and complete 1st 
instalment fund transfer by 
second week of  October.

“ Tr a n s p a r e n c y  i n 
fund transfer will also 
be fully maintained” he 
said explaining that all 
payment to beneficiaries 
wil l  be made through 
Direct Benefit Transfer.

The Minister also said 
that the scheme is a fully 
government sponsored 
s cheme  and  tha t  the 
government has no link 
up with any private firm 
for release of  fund for the 
scheme.

The legislator stated 
that the PMAY-Urban 
is implemented in the 
m u n i c i p a l i t y  a r e a s 
whereas the PMAY-G 
is implemented in the 
rural and hill areas. He 
continued that the first 
instalment is to be released 
at the time of  the sanction, 
second installation after 
completion of  foundation 
l e ve l  a n d  t h i r d  a n d 
f inal  insta lment  af ter 
completion of  Lintel level.

Our Correspondent
Imphal, Sep. 24 (EMN): In a move 
to encourage outdoor activities and 
provide a recreational space, newly 
established BJP led government in 
Manipur is all set to introduce a 
space of  nightlife in Imphal from 
next month.

Christened as ‘Night Plaza’, a 
permanent feature to provide “a 
good recreational space” for the 
people of  all walks will be launched 
in Imphal from October 2, according 
to Manipur Housing and Urban 
Development Minister Thounaojam 
Shyamkumar.

Making a formal announcement 
on Sunday, Minister Shyamkumar 
informed that the step has been 
taken up considering that recreation 
is an essential part of  city life with 
the improvement of  the law and 
order situation in state. “Besides 
this will help in improving family 

life in city and also it will encourage 
extension of  business hour in the city 
to improve state’s overall economy,” 
he added.

The Night Plaza will be opened 
for 3 hours starting from 7: 00 PM 
along the roadside of  Kangla moat 
starting from Governor’s gate to 
Khoyathong PWD office junction 
road stretch on every Saturday and 
Sunday.

Food stal ls  including local 
delicacies, acoustic shows and 
other recreational activities besides 
boating on the Kangla moat will be 
main attraction of  the upcoming 
plaza.

The said stretch of  Kangla Moat 
roadside covering around 800 metres 
plus will have enough lighting along 
with dizzy neon lights on the inner 
bank of  moat.

An organising and management 
commit tee  invo lv ing  var ious 

c o n c e r n e d  d e p a r t m e n t s  a n d 
stakeholders has been constituted for 
over supervision and coordination 
of  the Night Plaza, he added and 
sought cooperation from general 
public in sustaining the permanent 
night life feature in Imphal.

According to Additional Chief  
Secretary Dr Suresh Babu, the state 
authority will arranged necessary 
parking lot besides procuring the 
necessary mobile public utilities for 
the plaza which is expected to house 
around 110 stalls.

Informing that local talents 
are also encouraged to come and 
showcase their talents during the 
Plaza, MAHUD Director Nepram 
Gitkumar said that it would be 
the sole responsibility of  the stall 
operators to erect their own stalls 
or bring mobile van or canopy shop 
tent and take back whatever waste 
generated from their respective stalls.

Guwahati, Sep. 24 (PTI): 
Veteran Assamese film and 
theatre personality Abdul 
M a j i d  d i e d  h e r e  t o d ay 
following protracted illness, 
his family said.

Majid (86) is survived by 
his wife and three sons.He was 
admitted to a local hospital 
on September 15 due to age-
related ailments, where he 
breathed his last this morning, 
the family said.Assam Chief  
Minister Sarbananda Sonowal 
condoled Majid’s death, saying 
he gave a new dimension to 
Assamese cinema, along with 
showing his sense of  social 
responsibility.

“His death is an irreparable 
loss to the cultural field of  
Assam,” Sonowal added. 
Former Chief  Minister Tarun 
Gogoi visited the film-maker’s 
house to offer his condolences 
to the bereaved family.

Born at Jorhat in 1931, 
Majid made his film debut 

with ‘Ronga Police’ in 1957 
and went on to make the 
Nat ional  award winning 
‘Chameli Memsahab’, for 
which Bhupen Hazarika also 
won the best music composer’s 
awa r d . O t h e r  p r o m i n e n t 
fi lms that Majid directed 
include ‘Morom Trishna’, 
‘Bonohansha ’ ,  ‘Bonju i ’ , 
‘Punakon’ and ‘Uttarkal’.

He also acted in several 
films. Majid, a theatre director 
of  equal  repute,  he lmed 
popular plays like ‘Banchit’, 
‘Dhulimakoti’, ‘Sor’, ‘Xihat’, 
‘Ahise’ and ‘Sur’.Majid also 
acted in several Assamese 
television serials, and directed 
the highly-acclaimed serial 
‘Namghoria’.

Assam government had 
honoured Majid with the 
prestigious ‘Bishnu Prasad 
Rabha’ award, while several 
organisations have conferred 
him with lifetime achievement 
awards.

Old Batuli (Assam), Sep. 24 (PTI): 
No motorable roads, no electricity and 
two hours away by boat... But health 
workers say these are not the most 
difficult challenges they face while 
carrying out the immunisation drive in 
Old Batuli, surrounded by the swirling 
waters of  the Brahmaputra.

The more arduous task is battling 
illiteracy, the stigma surrounding 
vaccination and the apathy of  villagers.

A dedicated team of  health workers 
toils tirelessly to make 100 per cent 
immunisation on the riverine islands, 
known as saporis or chars locally, a 
reality.

For Rijumani Deka, for instance, 
an auxilliary nurse and midwife, 
the day begins at dawn in Sonitpur 
district s Tezpur town. She collects two 
cold boxes containing vaccinations 
for 14 diseases such as diptheria, 
tuberculosis, tetanus and, hepatitis B 
from the primary health centre and 
reaches Jahazpur Ghat.

At 9 am sharp, the team leaves for 
one of  the 28 islands in the district 
in a boat, dubbed the boat clinic. 
“People are still a little resistant to 
immunisation. The mothers, due to 
unfamiliarity with injections, feel 

their child is in a lot of  pain from the 
vaccine. The bleeding afterwards also 
scares them,” said Deka.

They vaccinate over 200 children 
every month in the district but the 
drive comes with i ts  own set  of  
challenges, she said. According to 
Mousumi Duora, Sonitpur District 
Programme Officer, Boat Clinic, the 
biggest obstacle the medical teams 
face is the high number of  child births 
at home.

“About 75-80 per cent of  children 
are born at home as the mothers are 
unable to reach hospitals on time. 
Thus, vaccines like oral polio vaccine 
and BCG (for tuberculosis) which need 
to be administered within half  an hour 
of  birth cannot be provided,” she said.

The migrator y nature  of  the 
population on the saporis, where 
about 15,000 people live, is another 
chal lenge.  The vi l lagers,  mostly 
Muslims, who are dependent on 
agriculture and fishing, leave the island 
and shift to either the mainland or to 
another island every year. 

The health team maintains a 
record of  each child; if  they are found 
on another island, their address is 
updated. The records inform them 

about the vaccines administered.
Immunisation rates are rising in 

the villages, but there is still some 
resistance, said community worker 
Mofiddul Islam. Besides the stigma, 
there is also the belief  that one vaccine 
does not make a difference. The life of  
the child is left to fate in many cases.

“The villagers say that they’ve heard 
of  people dying due to vaccination in 
other villages. They also are wary 
of  the fever that children get after 
vaccination, as it means the mother 
will have to sit at home with the kid 
and lose out on a day’s work in the 
fields,” Islam said.

He makes repeated visits to their 
homes, cajoling and patiently making 
them understand the benefits  of  
vaccinating their child. 

Now an ASHA (accredited social 
health activist), Murtiza said she was 
against vaccination due to the rumours 
surrounding it and also because it 
would have meant missing out on work 
if  her baby got fever.

However,  she was convinced 
to change her mind and now helps 
health workers dispel misgivings and 
encourage parents to get their children 
immunised.

The work of  Murtiza Khatun and 
the health workers seems to be bearing 
fruit. The wall of  resistance is slowly 
whittling away, said Duora, who had 
helped set up the Sonitpur boat clinic 
in 2009. The health team visits every 
village in the district once in 30-40 
days and the boat clinic functions for 
18 days every month.

The boat  c l in ics  - -  a  unique 
initiative in public private partnership 
mode by the Assam government to 
reach those living in the remote islands 
the 13 districts of  the state function -- 
even during the annual floods.

Overcoming parental resistance is 
not the only hurdle. Duora said fewer 
children turn up for immunisation 
during floods.

For a couple of  months in a year, 
medical  teams have to make do 
without doctors, as doctors deployed 
for compulsory rural training resign to 
appear for their masters.

According to National Family 
Hea l th  Sur vey  4 ,  2015-16 ,  fu l l 
immunisation coverage is at 47 per 
cent in the state. In Sonitpur, it is even 
lower with health workers estimating 
that immunisation covers only 20-30 
per cent of  the people.

Dimapur, Sep.24 (EMN):  
The Union Minister of  
State for Railways, Rajen 
Goha in  took  pa r t  i n 
a Shramdaan (physical 
participation) programme 
a t  Guwaha t i  r a i lway 

station on Sun.Sep.24, 
2 0 1 7 .  T h e  M i n i s t e r, 
accompanied by senior 
N. F. Railway officials 
including the General 
Manager Chahatey Ram, 
undertook cleaning of  

Mirror Crossword 1605sud0ku 1445
Every Sudoku has a unique solution that can be 
reached logically. Enter numbers into the blank 
spaces so that each row, column and 3x3 box 
contains the numbers 1 to 9.

solutions to CRossWoRD 1604

ACROSS
1. The residue that remains when 

something is burned
4. Canine
7. An accountant certified by the 

state
10. River in NE Scotland
11. A metal-bearing mineral 

valuable enough to be mined
12. Grain used in cereals
13. A metal urn with a spigot at 

the base
15. Revolutions per minute
16. Scribe
18. Take upon oneself
21. Flash
24. Metal shackles
26. A space set back or indented
27. Take notice
29. Found out
30. Cause to become awake
32. Greenwich Mean Time
34. Apply a heavy coat to
38. No (Scottish)
39. Sprite
40. Cereal or whiskey
41. A group of aquatic mammals
42. Observe
43. Affirmative (slang) 
DOWN
1. Promotional materials
2. A very large body of water
3. Surround
4. Any of numerous small pigeons
5. Large long-armed ape of 

Borneo
6. European language
7. A molding that projects at the 

top of a wall
8. The small projection of a 

mammary gland 9. Cash 
dispenser

14. The first event in a series
17. Becomes
18. Have already done
19. They __

20. Revolved
22. The woman
23. Adult female bird 25. 

Electronic devices
28. A fine (often starched) net 

used for veils or tutus or 
gowns

31. Free from danger
32. National economic output
33. Former Chinese leader
35. Attempt
36. Visual organ
37. A fabric with prominent 

rounded crosswise ribs

solutions to suD0ku 1444

station premises as part of  
the nationwide Swachhata 
h i  S e wa  p r o g r a m m e 
launched on Sep.15, 2017 
wherein Gohain stated that 
Indian Railway has taken 
Swachhata as a mission, 
and every effort is being 
made towards achieving 
tha t  goa l .   Th i s  was 
informed in a press note 
by the NF Railway Chief  
Public Relations Officer, 
Pranav Jyoti Sharma.  

In N. F. Railway, a 
massive cleanliness drive 
over all the five divisions 
began on Sep.15 with NF 
Railway General Manager 
Chahatey Ram along with 
other senior officers offering 
‘Shramdaan’ at Kamakhya 

Railway station in presence 
of officers and employees. 

It may be mentioned 
t h a t  P r i m e  M i n i s t e r 
Narendra Modi had called 
upon the nation to begin 
a campaign, Swachhata 
Hi Sewa (Cleanliness is 
Service) from Sep.15, 2017 
to Oct.2, 2017. 

During his Mann Ki 
Baat address on Aug. 
27, 2017, he called upon 
p e o p l e  t o  c r e a t e  a n 
environment of  cleanliness 
in the entire country so 
that the third anniversary 
of  the Swachh Bharat 
M i s s i o n  a n d  G a n d h i 
Jayanti which falls on 
Oct.2 can be celebrated in 
a befitting manner. 
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Senior Accounts Assistants and other department officials at the valedictory function on September 22.

Members of Peren DAPCC during the 2ns quarterly meet in the DC’s conference hall, Peren, on September 19.

‘Extend GST return deadline by 2 months’

Gold will not glitter this Diwali!

Will make data bank of artisans, 
provide training, says Naqvi

Sr. AA refreshers course concludes

DAPCC holds quarterly meet 

Zuckerberg wants 
to sell 35-75 mn 
Facebook shares

GSTN tweaked features, handled robust August return filing: CEO
Of the total 87.33 
lakh registered 
businesses on the 
GSTN, which 
manages the IT 
infrastructure of the 
new tax regime, 68 
lakh were eligible 
to pay taxes in 
August

New Delh i ,  Sep.  24 
(IANS):  Industry chamber 
CII on Sunday said that in 
view of  certain pending is-
sues, the deadline for filing 
Goods and Services Tax 
(GST) returns should be 
further extended by up to a 
couple of  months.

“In view of  the difficul-
ties of  online filing, CII 
suggested that the due dates 
for filing GSTR-1, GSTR-2 
and GSTR-3 should be de-
ferred for another month or 
two. This will stabilise the 
system,” the Confederation 
of  Indian Industry (CII) 
said in a release here. 

“The Finance Ministry 
has taken cognisance of  
the initial glitches being 
faced in online filing of  
invoices and extended dates 
for GST returns. CII has 
now requested for further 
extension to resolve certain 
system issues,” it said. 

Last month, the gov-
ernment announced a five-
day extension for filing the 
GSTR-3B form till August 
25, after the GSTN return 
filing portal was hit by a 
technical glitch and stopped 
functioning, a day ahead of  
the last date for filing. 

Technical issues again 
earlier this month forced 
the government to extend 
the deadline for filing the 
GST sales return -- GSTR-
1 -- for another five days till 
September 10.

CII suggested certain 
changes to the return filing 
procedure so as to stream-

New Delhi, Sep. 24 (IANS): 
With Goods and Services 
Tax (GST), demonetisation 
and Anti-Money Launder-
ing (AML) regulations com-
ing into effect, gold will not 
glitter much this Diwali, 
feels Somasundaram P.R., 
Managing Director - India 
of the World Gold Council 
(WGC).

“Diwali this time has 
its own challenges. But I 
am optimistic now, as eve-
rything has settled down. 
It is the AML part which is 
probably hurting people at 
the moment. Wedding pur-
chases will be more affected 
than Dhanteras buying,” 
Somasundaram told IANS 
in an interview here.

“I still think there will 
be a lot of  issues with the 
authorities, but not so much 
at the consumer end. The or-
ganised sector has picked up 
very well. Demonetisation 
and AML, though, are defi-
nitely hurting,” he added.

Somasundaram said 

last Diwali came before de-
monetisation and after three 
years India had witnessed 
good monsoons. So “there 
was really good demand”.

The government has 
brought the gems and jew-
ellery industry under the 
purview of  Prevention of  
Money Laundering Act, 
which in turn has increased 
compliance requirements. 
The new indirect tax re-
gime (GST) was rolled out 
across the country on July 
1, in which the yellow metal 
came in the three per cent 
bracket.

“First half  (January-
June) imports were 532 
tonnes, while demand was 
still 298 tonnes. Actually, 
pre-GST people imported 
as much as they could. But 
that didn’t get converted into 
demand,” Somasundaram 
said.

At present, gold price is 
hovering around Rs 29,000 
per 10 grams for 22 karat.

“Our estimation is it will 

take 12-18 months for GST 
to stabilise in this industry 
as 70 per cent of it is unor-
ganised.”

He, however, said de-
mand through the black 
channels have gone down.

“We see consumer 
behaviour changing in re-
sponse to GST. Our econo-
metric analysis spanning 26 
years of data illustrates that 
higher taxes act as a head-
wind to gold demand. But 
the tax should also change 
the industry to the benefit of  
the consumer,” WGC said 
in a report earlier.

Demand for gold in In-
dia for the second quarter 
(April-June) 2017 was at 
167.4 tonnes, up by 37 per 
cent compared to overall Q2 
demand of 122.1 tonnes for 
2016, WGC data showed 
recently.

The total jewellery de-
mand in India for Q2 2017 
was up by 41 per cent at 
126.7 tonnes as compared to 
Q2 2016 (89.8 tonne). The 

value of  jewellery demand 
was Rs 33,000 crore, up by 
36 per cent from Q2 2016 
(Rs 24,350 crore).

The WGC has put In-
dia’s yellow metal demand 
for this calendar year be-
tween 650 tonnes and 750 
tonnes.

Reports said the import 
bill for gold in value terms, 
according to the Ministry of  
Commerce, was $23 billion 
(Rs 1.5 lakh crore) in 2016.

Talking about the gov-
ernment’s demonetisation 
drive and its impact on the 
sector, Somasundaram 
said: “The level of  activi-
ties are definitely much bet-
ter now than when it was 
introduced. Our view is, 
demand will pick up (during 
Diwali), but whether it will 
really pick up to potential is 
something which is difficult 
to say.”

India’s gold demand for 
2016 fell sharply by 21 per 
cent to 676 tonnes from 857 
tonnes in 2015.

Puducherry, Sep. 24 (IANS): The 
central government is preparing a 
data bank of  artisans and will also 
provide them with relevant training to 
facilitate their access to national and 
international markets, Union Minor-
ity Affairs Ministry Mukhtar Abbas 
Naqvi said here on Sunday.

A web portal has been prepared 
to provide national and international 
markets to artisans and craftsmen 
from across the country, he said while 
inaugurating ‘Hunar Haat’ organised 
by his Ministry with the aim to en-
courage master artisans from poor 
sections of the minority communities.

He said that a data bank of  arti-
sans will be prepared by year end and 
thousands from across the country 
have already registered.

Besides, he said, the Ministry is 
working to establish ‘Hunar Hubs’ 
across the country to provide a plat-
form to artisans to display as well as 
sell their products.

“Encouragement to talent and 

skill development will be an essential 
part of  the vision of  ‘New India’,” 
Naqvi said. 

The ‘Hunar Haat’ is being organ-
ised at Craft Bazaar, Gandhi Thidal 
Beach, Goubert Avenue here and will 
continue till September 30. 

Artisans from 16 states are show-
casing their wares including Hydera-
bad pearl, wrought iron and wood 
carving, wooden and sandalwood 
items, handmade jewellery, hand em-
broidery items, handmade paintings, 
wooden toys and mementos, printed 
dresses, sarees and other handicraft 
and handloom items at the event.

Visitors can also enjoy regional 
food as culinary experts from various 
states are also participating. 

Recently, the Ministry had organ-
ised a similar event in New Delhi and 
plans to replicate it in other cities like 
Mumbai, Kolkata, Hyderabad, Ben-
galuru, Lucknow, Allahabad, Ranchi, 
Guwahati, Jaipur and Bhopal among 
others. 

Chief  Minister V. Narayana-
samy and Puducherry MP R. Rad-
hakrishnan were also present at the 
inauguration.

San Francisco, Sep. 24 (IANS):  Facebook CEO Mark 
Zuckerberg has said he wants to sell 35-75 million Facebook 
shares in the next 18 months to fund the company’s work in 
education, science and advocacy.

“Over the past year and a half, Facebook’s business has 
performed well and the value of our stock has grown to the 
point that I can fully fund our philanthropy and retain voting 
control of Facebook for 20 years or more,” 
Zuckerberg wrote in a post.

“I want to be clear: this doesn’t change 
Priscilla and my plans to give away 99 per 
cent of our Facebook shares during our 
lives. I anticipate selling 35-75 million 
Facebook shares in the next 18 months 
to fund our work.”

He said his wife Priscilla and 
he feel a responsibility to 
do their part to address 
global challenges -- like 
curing all diseases in 
their children’s life-
time and personal-
ising education for 
every student.

He also asked 
the  company’s 
board to withdraw 
the proposal to re-
classify the stock that 
he proposed to create last 
year. 

The idea of  the pro-
posal was that it would 
allow Zuckerberg to keep 
voting control of Face-
book so the company 
can continue to build 
for the long term and 
allow Priscilla and him 
to fund the work the 
were doing through 
the Chan Zuckerberg 

TRANSFORMATION CRUSADE AT WOKHA
Theme :- ‘ARISE AND SHINE…..’ Isaiah 60:1

Venue : Mother Church, Wokha Town Baptist Church
Date : 27th Sept - 1st Oct’2017

Time :  4:30 pm(daily)

ORGANISED : 
YOUTH DEPARTMENT WOKHA TOWN BAPTIST CHURCH 

TRANSFORMATION CRUSADE TEAM KOHIMA

line the system further.
“All modules of  GSTN 

should be activated or ena-
bled to amend core fields 
in registration to amend 
particulars of  ‘principal 
place of  business’ or to 
declare ‘additional place of  
business’ or file refunds,” 

CII said.
“Fur ther suggested 

that GSTR-3B should have 
provision for rounding off  
Input Tax Credit to near-
est rupee. This will match 
output tax liability which 
is rounded off, and be ac-
cepted in the system,” it 

added. 
The industry body also 

suggested there should be 
no penal action by the au-
thorities in the initial six 
months of  the GST launch. 

CII also pointed to an 
anomaly in the Tran1 form 
that is filed for July, the 

month GST was launched, 
to carry forward the closing 
balance of  credits of  June 
2017,

Accordingly, Tran1 
calculates the liability of  
pending forms -- “however, 
in many cases, the carry 
forwarded amount has been 

calculated in negative fig-
ure”, the statement said.

“CII suggests that the 
system response should be 
enhanced to allow down-
load, preview details, and 
take prints for reconcilia-
tion before submission,” it 
added.

New Delhi, Sep.  24 (PTI): GST 
Network (GSTN) has tweaked some 
of  the features on its portal over 
the past month to make the system 
more robust and allow glitch-free tax 
payment facility to nearly 35 lakh 
assessees, its CEO Prakash Kumar 
said on Sunday.

Of the total 87.33 lakh registered 
businesses on the GSTN, which 
manages the IT infrastructure of the 
new tax regime, 68 lakh were eligible 
to pay taxes in August.

Of the total registered taxpay-

Bihar Deputy Chief Minister Sushil 
Modi to look into glitches in GST 
Network will meet on October 4 to 
assess improvement in functioning 
of the portal.

The Group of  Ministers will 
meet just two days before the full 
GST Council meeting on October 
6 and would update the Council on 
its findings.

GST Network (GSTN) had 
faced glitches during the GSTR-3B 
filing for July, which had forced the 
government to extend the due date 
for filing of returns.

As many as 49.68 lakh returns 
in GSTR-3B were filed for July. This 
compares to 59.6 lakh businesses 
who are required to file returns. 
Taxes of over Rs. 95,000 crore were 
collected in the maiden month of  
roll-out.

The GST Council had earlier 
this month constituted the Group 
of Ministers under Mr. Modi, to sort 
out the issues faced by businesses 
while filing returns and paying taxes 
on GSTN portal.

After the first meeting of  the 
GoM on September 16, Mr. Modi 
had said that 25 key issues have been 
identified and there would be visible 
change on the GSTN portal in next 
7-10 days.

ers, 24.56 lakh are new registrations, 
while 62.77 lakh have migrated from 
the earlier excise, service tax and 
VAT regime.

Mr. Kumar said the GSTN por-
tal has handled a humongous load 
of filing of 1.3 lakh tax returns filing 
and payment per hour on September 
20 — the last day of filing of August 
tax returns.

 “Nearly 35 lakh people had filed 
returns till Saturday. We have done 
some tweaking in our portal and 
it is evident from the load GSTN 
handled at the time of August return 
filing,” he told PTI.

Mr. Kumar said a significant 
number of  returns were filed even 
after the due date of September 20 
for August month.

Till September 20, over 30 lakh 
returns were filed, and the tally went 
up to nearly 35 lakh till September 
23.

 “A lot of businesses file returns 
even after the end of due date as the 
[GST] Council has done away with 
late payment fee. This delayed filing 
of returns used to happen at the time 
of VAT payment as well in States,” 
Mr. Kumar said.

The Ministerial panel under 

Dimapur, Sep. 24 (EMN): 
A 4-day refreshers course for 
in-service Senior Accounts 

Assistants was held at Treas-
uries & Accounts Training 
Institute, Dimapur, which 

concluded on September 22.
Altogether 23 Senior 

Accounts Assistants from 

different Treasuries of  the 
State attended the training.

The valedictory pro-
gramme was chaired by 
Temsuinla Aier, Deputy 
Director, while the invo-
cation was said by Vesele 
and speech on behalf of the 
trainees was delivered by 
Aholi K Achumi.

MK Chopi, Retired Ad-
ditional Director, speak-
ing on behalf of the faculty 
members, stressed on the 
importance of  service and 
financial rules. He further 
encouraged the trainees to 
be sincere and honest in 
performing their duties.

NPF Dimapur division appreciates

KVK Phek organises soil health camp 

SNUNS to joins 
solidarity campaignDimapur, Sep. 24 (EMN): NPF Di-

mapur division has thanked all con-
cerned for the smooth and successful 
conduct of the General Convention on 
September 20, adding the gathering had 
once again demonstrated the mandate 
of the people enjoyed by both the party 
and its government beyond any doubt.

The division has particularly 
thanked the party president, Neiphiu 
Rio, and the chief minister, TR Zeliang, 
whose popularities were demonstrated 
by the record assembly of party workers 
during the General Convention.

It has expressed pride for the lead-

ership qualities shown by the district 
legislators led by Tokheho Yepthomi, 
Tovihoto Ayemi, SI Jamir, and Zhaleo 
Rio.  It also thanked the ministers, 
parliamentary secretaries, advisors and 
leaders of all 60 constituencies as well 
as the delegates from both Manipur 
and Arunachal Pradesh for putting in 
extra efforts towards the success of the 
convention. A joint press statement is-
sued by division working president H 
Thong and the general secretary (Admn) 
Mulato Katty have thanked all the rank 
and file of the entire NPF party workers 
and supporters.

Dimapur, Sep. 24 (EMN): Krishi Vi-
gyan Kendras (KVK), Phek, and ICAR-
NRC on Mithun has organised a soil 
health camp at Zapo Court Hall, Zuke-
tsa, on September 23 wherein farmers 
and rural youth from Zuketsa, Leshemi, 
Lasumi and Zapami participated in the 
programme.  In the first session, Dr. RK 
Singh, Senior Scientist cum Head, KVK 
Phek, spoke on the importance of soil in 
agriculture. In the second session, Dr. T 
Esther Longkumer, ACTO-Soil Science, 
delivered lecture on the importance 
of soil, fertility management based on 
Azolla, crop rotation, agricultural lime, 

bio fertilizers, green manuring crops and 
vermicompost production- its impor-
tance and benefits, different methods 
involved in making of vermicompost, 
application doses to crops and also as a 
source of income generation. 

Exhibition of  different types of  
chemical fertilisers and organic fertilis-
ers like bio-fertilisers, green manuring 
crops, NADEP compost, vermicom-
post, agricultural lime etc were shown. 
Soil sample collection and soil texture 
by feel method was also demonstrated 
to the participants. It was followed with 
farmer-scientist interaction.

Dimapur, Sep. 24 (EMN): South 
Nagas Union of  Nagaland State 
(SNUNS), having taken stock of the 
famine situation of the Eastern Naga 
in Myanmar, has decided to join the 
solidarity campaign.

The decision to this effect was 
taken during its emergency meeting 
on September 23 held at the confer-
ence hall of People in Need Founda-
tion (PNF) Bank Colony. Apart from 
joining the present temporary relief  
campaign, SNUNS has set a vision 
of adopting and sponsoring few stu-
dents from the poorest Eastern Naga 
Myanmar villages in the future. 

In the same meeting, SNUNS 
members have strongly condemned 
the September 16 incident in which 
the life of L Doulo, owner of Kuda 
Cold Storage, was attempted by some 
miscreants. It has also condemned 
the September 21 attack on the 
family of three including a minor at 
Chumukedima by a group. A joint 
statement issued by its president 
Joe Ngamkhuchung, secretary LK 
Peter, treasurer Alex Maram, vice 
presidents Ninglang and PK Sao, 
and joint secretary Anthony Mao 
stated that such acts have no place in 
a peaceful Naga society. 

Dimapur, Sep. 24 (EMN): Peren 
District AIDS Prevention Control 
Committee (DAPCC) held its the 2nd 
quarterly meet in the DC’s conference 
hall on September 19.

Dr. Tiala Longkumer, Deputy 
CMO/ DACO and member secretary 
DAPCC, made a power point presenta-
tion on the current HIV/AIDS scenar-

io of the district, while the programme 
managers of  CCA Cultural Club 
Ahthibung and TFA Tribal Farmers’ 
Association highlighted their activities 
on the current year followed by presen-
tation from the programme coordinator 
of Care and Support Centre, Peren, and 
president district level network.

The house discussed on the various 

social benefit schemes from various 
line departments to enable the PLHIVs 
avail them. 

Deputy Commissioner, Peren, and 
chairman DAPCC, Zarenthung, who 
chaired the programme, shared his 
concern on the epidemic and request 
various departments for active partici-
pation towards the programme.
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Rhyme with a difference
N

agas have long been accredited for their natural flair 
for poetry and music and we have many poets and 
musicians from our state who have gone to gain rec-
ognition in both national and international arenas. 

While these forms of  art, like every genre of  creativity, have 
their own object, our attention is drawn to the recent announce-
ment that a group of  teacher trainees have roped in their modest 
knowledge about these art forms and have composed rhymes as-
piring to make learning more interesting and lively in the class-
rooms.

This group of  teachers, from the District Institute for Edu-
cation and Training (DIET) Chiechama, have been reported to 
have creatively composed some original nursery rhymes, through 
an idea conceptualised by one of  the senior lecturers of  the insti-
tute, as part of  the training syllabus.

It has long been argued that nursery rhymes set to music aid 
in a child’s development. Various researches support the asser-
tion that music and rhyme increase a child’s ability in spatial 
reasoning, which aid mathematics skills in particular. Songs and 
rhymes are considered to have a hugely positive impact on a 
child’s language and literacy development.

According to experts, children love Rhyme, Rhythm and 
Repetition, and these three things found in songs and rhymes 
can naturally help to boost a child’s language, literacy and learn-
ing skills.

The DIET Chiechama trainees have, under the guidance of  
their lecturer, have finally grasped this theory and have taken the 
stride to apply it in the classrooms as a tool for learning.

The brain behind the concept (at least for Nagaland), was 
stated to have wondered why the talented Naga musicians have 
not given a thought about composing nursery rhymes of  our 
own while our school children have been singing western com-
posed rhymes all these years.

The trainee teachers have composed 10 nursery rhymes which 
can be incorporated in teaching maths, science, environmental 
studies and English to make teaching and learning process more 
interesting and lively with a different concept. The rhymes were 
recorded at Clef  Ensemble and will be officially released in the 
month of  October coinciding with the 25 years anniversary cel-
ebration of  DIET Chiechama. The collection, it is learnt, have 
already been introduced to a few schools in Kohima.

The popular English nursery rhymes are traced back to the 
Middle Ages and many people know this collection of  rhymes 
as ‘Mother Goose Rhymes’, so named for a fictional character 
who appears in a rhyme and who is often depicted as an English 
country woman. Though no one knows for certain if  Mother 
Goose was a real person, she has been credited with writing sev-
eral hundred classic nursery rhymes that have been popular with 
young children since the 1600’s.

Nursery rhymes are not just for children; they are also con-
sidered an excellent writing exercise for people of  any age.

All in all, this new venture of  DIET trainees should encourage 
and inspire young musicians to produce original rhymes which 
could become a catalyst of  change in our education system.

Read a step-by-step programme to discover 
a new you; know the miserable stories 
around foreign nationals brought to the 
United Arab Emirates to construct its 

towering skyscrapers; get an interesting guide to 
learn smart shopping; and flick through the story 
of  a young Punjabi boy who chases his unidentified 
dreams and ends up in solitude.

The IANS bookshelf  has a variety of  reads 
to offer for this weekend.
1. Book: How to Unleash the Power of Your Sub-
conscious Mind; Author: Joseph Murphy; Publish-
er: Harper Collins; Pages: 285; Price: Rs 299

A 52-week Guide provides a step-by-step pro-
gramme to discover a new you. You have the incred-
ible potential to be, do and receive whatever you 
desire, imagine and truly believe. Unfortunately, 
however, only a small number of  people achieve 
their full human potential, because they fail to rec-
ognise and harness the infinite power of  the sub-
conscious mind. By following the guidance offered 
here, you can stop going through life as a victim of  
circumstances and become the master of  your own 
destiny within a year.
2. Book: Temporary People; Author: Deepak Un-
nikrishnan; Publisher: Penguin; Pages: 251; Price: 
Rs 399

In the United Arab Emirates, foreign nation-
als constitute over 80 percent of  the population. 
Brought in to construct the towering monuments to 

wealth that punctuate the skylines of  Abu Dhabi and 
Dubai, this labour force works without the rights of  
citizenship, endures miserable living conditions and 
is ultimately forced to leave the country.

Until now, the humanitarian crisis of  the so-
called guest workers of  the Gulf  has barely been 
addressed in fiction. With his stunning, mind-alter-
ing debut novel “Temporary People”, Deepak Un-
nikrishnan delves into their histories, myths, strug-
gles and triumphs.

Here are 28 linked stories that careen from con-
struction workers who shapeshift into luggage and 
escape a labour camp, to a woman who stitches 
back together the bodies of  those who’ve fallen from 
buildings in progress, to a man who trains work-
ers designed to live 12 years and then perish -- until 
they don’t -- and establish a rebel community in the 
desert.
3. Book: The Ultimate Guide to Smart Shopping; 
Author: V. Rajesh; Publisher: Rupa; Pages: 167; 
Price: Rs 295

Eat a banana before you go shopping! No, that’s 
not a diet advice, but a tip for smart shopping. A 
whole host of  such smart shopping ideas is what this 
book is all about. Contrary to what we would like to 
believe, shopping is not a rational or logical activ-
ity. There are various facets of  human subconscious 
which influence a person’s choice, especially with 
regard to shopping. In the majority of  instances, the 
person is unaware of  all these aspects and thus is un-
able to control the shopping.

The book details all these facets and provides 
clear, actionable steps to help develop smart shop-
ping habits. It covers various facets of  shopping such 
as: Why should you always check when you see an 
unbelievable offer? Should take your children along 
to shop or not? How to get good service? Read the 
book and start smart shopping today.
4. Book: Gone Are The days; Author: Gaurav 
Sharma; Publisher: Kalpaz; Pages: 177; Price: Rs 
190

Ever since the world came into existence, man-
kind has been racing against time. This is the story 
of  Gaurav, a boy who hails from Sitamarhi, a small 
town in Bihar. As Gaurav was born in a Punjabi 
family, spent his childhood in Bihar, lived in Delhi 
and went to Canada thereafter, he faces a huge mis-
match in life. He recalls his memories from the past 
and shares it with the world. He carries with him-
self  a thirst to control time. He rushes to chase his 
unidentified dreams, make his life comfortable and 
often overlooks what life brings for him; what life 
has to offer.

In this hodgepodge of  reaching out somewhere, 
achieving something big, seeking happiness and se-
curing the future, he somehow remains deprived of  
his very own moments of  life. In this quest to leave 
everyone behind and reach the top, he soon finds 
himself  alone; not because he left everyone behind, 
but because he couldn’t keep up with them.

Source: IANS

Of Discovery, Misery and Smart Shopping

Though we’re far away from those we love, they 
are never far from God.

 had a lump in my throat as I said good-bye to my niece on the 
eve of her move to Massachusetts to attend graduate school at 
Boston University. Though she had been away four years as an 

undergraduate, she hadn’t left our state. A two and a one-half-hour 
drive easily reunited us. Now she would be more than 800 miles 
away. No longer would we meet regularly to talk. I had to trust that 
God would take care of her.

Paul likely felt the same way as he said good-bye to the elders 
of the church in Ephesus. Having established the church and taught 
them for three years, Paul concluded these elders to be as close as 
family to him. Now that Paul was headed to Jerusalem, he would not 
see them again.

But Paul had parting advice for the Ephesians. Though they 
would no longer have Paul as their teacher, the Ephesians did not 
have to feel abandoned. God would continue to train them through 
“the word of his grace” (Acts 20:32) to lead the church. Unlike Paul, 
God would always be with them.

Whether it’s children we launch from the nest or other family 
and friends who move away—saying good-bye can be very difficult. 
They move beyond our influence and into their new lives. When we 
let go of their hands, we can trust that God has them in His. He can 
continue to shape their lives and meet their real needs—more than 
we ever could.

Lord, help us to trust that Your watchful care extends over those 
we hold dear who are far away from us.

Apart but Not Abandoned

DAILY
PATH

BIBLE READ: ACTS 20:17–20, 35–38  
THOUGHT FOR TODAY:

Now I commit you to God and to the word of his 
grace, which can build you up.      

~  Acts 20:32

Understanding the difficulties and the importance of  the Indo-Naga politi-
cal dialogue is wisdom. If  we fail today, may be, we may never succeed 
in a thousand years also. The opportunity that is at our hand is ample. 
Nothing like this one may come for a second time, I guess. Therefore, 

your constructive involvement and positive participation in the cause are vital. 
Avoiding listening to destructive elements is half  a wisdom. Complete rejection of  
their misrepresentation and conscious participation in a noble cause isfull wisdom. 
Hearing the Bible is also half  a wisdom, but living the Bible in obedience and faith 
is a perfect wisdom. Everyone will guarantee, our fate of  nationhood is hinged on 
political status. Once you died, you are dead for forever.Finished. We say, political 
dialogue is essential because it decides our future. It’s not a fun game. Seriously, it 
is a matter of  life or death.

A very big Thankyou to each and every one of  you, who have participated in the 
chains of  prayer. Your prayers with tears in your eyes for the nation is remembered. 
Surely, God will answer your prayers. May God repay you and be gracious to you. 
This is our prayer for you.

This time also, with this notice of  prayer schedules, we ardently entreat you 
to kindly come back again for prayer. I want to say once more, the final touch of 
the divine is all we need at this point of time, the touch of the Almighty God 
for an early, honorable and acceptable solution to Indo-Naga Political issue. In 
fact, prayer changes things. Prayer brings down God’s blessing from heaven. Your 
prayers have been the source of  blessings and strength for the leaders India and the 
Nagas. You can always be a blessing.

I believe that we all have dreams and one of  our dreams is solution. We all have 
hope that this dream of ours will come into reality when our prayer is answered.
Therefore, In moment like this, your ardent prayer is what we long for.We all know, 
we have done all we could. But we haven’t made it yet. The Bible says, “Not by might 
nor by power, but by my Spirit,’ says the LORD Almighty.” Zechariah 4:6. It is going 
to be a reality. Political power, money power, man power, gun power, any might is 
not going to do for the final kill. The last and final power is God’s intervention in 
the arena of  dialogue. Come,let’s pray. Let’s humble ourselves. Let’s seek His favor. 
Let’s repent. Let’s renounce the futility of  this worldly desires. Let God intervene. 
God, help us. Amen!

Humbly, the general public are requested for participation in this prayer pro-
gram. You may take your prayer time on your convenient day or on the day sched-
uled for your Region or on every day, from 11 am to 12 noon in the places wherever 
you are. We shall be grateful to you. May bless you. Amen!

Prayer Focus:- Pray to God for

1. The forgiveness of  our personal and National/People’s sins.
2. His intervention in the Indo-Naga Political Dialogue for an early solution.
3. His blessing on the Naga Chief  Negotiator Th. Muivah and the Indian Inter-

locutor, R. N. Ravi.
4. His blessing on the Indian Prime Minister and his Cabinet Ministers.
5. His blessing on the Collective Leadership and Home Authorities of  NSCN.
6. The wellbeing of  the people of  India and Nagalim, (two entities, GoI& 

GPRN).
7. The suffering Christians and peace in our World.

All are requested to take note of  the prayer schedules, 11 am to 12 noon.

 24 Sept 2017, Sunday: Anticipating to meet all the national workers living  
  in and around Dimapur and PerenDistricts in this  
  prayer hour at CHQ Church, Hebron.
 25 Sept 2017, Monday: 1. Cabinet Secretariat Staff  at CHQ Church, Hebron
  2. Angami Regional workers at Regional Headquarters
 26 Sept 2017, Tuesday: 1.All the Steering Members and staffat CHQ Church,  
  Hebron.
  2. AO Regional workers at Ao RegionalHeadquarters
 27 Sept 2017, Wed: National Agony Day. All are requested to come to 
  attend at prayer service in memory of martyrs.
 28 Sept 2017, Thursday: 1.All the Tatars and Tatar Hoho Staff  at CHQ  
  Church, Hebron.
  2.Asalu ZLR Regional workers at Regional 
  Headquarters.
 29 Sept 2017, Friday: 1.All the Kilonsers and Deputy Kilonsers without  
  Portfolios at CHQ Church, Hebron.
  2. Chakhesang Regional workers at Regional 
  Headquarters.
 30 Sept 2017, Saturday: 1. Kilo Ministry and staff  at CHQ Church, Hebron.
  2. Chang Regional workers at Regional Headquarters.
 1 Oct 2017, Sunday: 1.National Fasting Day, Ministry of  Chapleeand  
  staff  at CHQ Church.
  2. Zeilat ZLR Regional workers at Regional 

  Headquarters.
 2 Oct 2017, Monday: 1.Ministry of  Mines and Mineral and staff  at CHQ  
  Church.
  2. Khiamnuingan Regional workers at Regional 
  Headquarters.
 3 Oct 2017, Tuesday: 1.Ministry of  Medical and Healthand staff  at CHQ  
  Church.
  2. Khurmi Regional workers at Regional Headquarters.
 4 Oct 2017, Wednesday: 1. Ministry of  Information and Publicity (MIP) at  
  CHQ Church.
  2. Komrem Regional workers at Regional 
  Headquarters.
 5 Oct 2017, Thursday: 1. National Judiciary Board (NJB) at CHQ Church.
  2. Konyak Regional workers at Regional 
  Headquarters.
 6 Oct 2017, Friday: 1. National Investigation Bureau (NBI) at CHQ  
  Church.
  2. Kuki Tribal Union at CHQ Church.
 7 Oct 2017, Saturday: 1. Ministry of  Internal Security (MIS) and staff  at  
  CHQ Church.
  2. Kyong/Lotha Regional workers at Regional 
  Headquarters.
 8 Oct 2017, Sunday: 1.CNC Staff and CHQ Church Members
  2. Leinung Regional workers at Regional 
  Headquarters.
 9 Oct 2017, Monday: 1. Ministry ofWar Victims Welfare and staff  at CHQ  
  Church.
  2. Makuilungdi ZLR Regional workers at Regional  
  Headquarters.
 10 Oct 2017, Wed: 1. Ministry ofEducation Ministry and staff  at CHQ  
  Church.
  2. Maram-Thangal Sub Region at its headquarters.
 11 Oct 2017, Thursday: 1.Ministry of  Lota and Horticulture at CHQ Church.
  2.Pangmi Regional workers at CHQ Church.
 12 Oct 2017, Friday: 1.Ministry of  Forest and Environment at CHQ  
  Church.
  2. Phom Regional workers at Regional Headquarters.
 13 Oct 2017, Saturday: 1.Ministry of  Keya (Defense) at CHQ Church.
  2. Pochuri Regional workers at Regional Headquarters.
 14 Oct 2017, Sunday: 1.Cease Fire Monitoring Cell at CFMC Office.
  2. Rengma Regional workers at Regional Headquarters.
 15 Oct 2017, Monday: 1. Audit and Account (AG) at CHQ Church.
 16 Oct 2017, Tuesday: 1.Planning Commission at CHQ Church.
  2.Saramati Regional workers at Regional Headquarters.
 17 Oct 2017, Wed: 1.Eidangiter at CHQ Church.
  2.Shepaomaramth Regional workers at Regional  
  Headquarters.
 18 Oct 2017, Thursday: 1. Nagalim Civil Service Recruitment and Promotion  
  Board (NCSRPB) and staff  at CHQ Church.
  2.United Sangtam Regional workers at Regional  
  Headquarters.
 19 Oct 2017, Friday: 1. Collective Leadership and members (at Delhi  
  Prayer House)
  2. Union Territory 1 workers at its’ Headquarters.
 20 Oct 2017, Saturday: 1. NSWON at CHQ Church.
  2.Vaiphei Regional workers at Regional Headquarters.
 21 Oct 2017, Sunday: 1. CNC Staff  and CHQ Church Members
  2. Naga Rengma Hills at CHQ Church.
 22 Oct 2017, Monday: 1. Operation Salvage (at Rehab Center)
  2. Woncho Regional workers at Regional/CHQ  
  Church.
 23 Oct 2017, Tuesday: 1.Widows Federation (NNFFWF) at CHQ Church.
  2. Wung Tangkhul Regional workers at Regional  
  Headquarters.
 24 Oct 2017, Wed: 1. Art, Culture & Tourism (ACT) and staff  at CHQ  
  Church.
  2.Yimchunger Regional workers at Regional 
  Headquarters.

Rev. SeksimKasar
General Secretary, CNC

Do you want to instil 
the value of  hard 
work in your kids? 
If  so, try and dem-

onstrate the effort you put in 
to achieve a goal, researchers 
said.

The findings showed ba-
bies as young as 15 months can 
learn the value of  hard work, 
when they see parents strug-
gling hard to achieve a goal.

Babies, who watched an 

adult struggle to reach two dif-
ferent goals before succeeding, 
tried harder at their own diffi-
cult tasks than babies who saw 
an adult succeed effortlessly.

The study may offer some 
guidance for parents who hope 
to instil the value of  effort in 
their children, the researchers 
noted.

“There’s some pressure on 
parents to make everything 
look easy and not get frustrat-

ed in front of  their children,” 
said Laura Schulz, Professor 
at Massachusetts Institute of  
Technology (MIT).

“This study suggests that 
it may not be a bad thing to 
show your children that you 
are working hard to achieve 
your goals,” Schulz added.

In the study, the team fo-
cussed on how children might 
learn, at a very early age, how 
to decide when to try hard and 

when it’s not worth the effort. 
For the study, published 

in the journal Science, the 
team designed an experiment 
in which 15-month-old babies 
first watched an adult perform 
two tasks.

Then the babies were given 
a musical toy, whose button to 
turn the toy did not work.

Babies who had seen re-
searchers struggle before suc-
ceeding pressed the button 

nearly twice as many times 
overall as those who saw the 
adult easily succeed. They also 
pressed it nearly twice as many 
times before first asking for 
help or tossing the toy.

Importantly, the study 
showed that people appear to 
be able to learn, from an early 
age, how to make decisions re-
garding effort allocation, the 
researchers noted.

Source: IANS

Here’s How to Teach Kids the Worth of Hard Work

Notice For Chains of Prayer
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Today’s ASTRO-PREDICTION

ARIES (MAR 21 - APR 19): Good news re-
garding money could have you thinking in 
terms of  freshening up your home. You might 
want to do some painting or add some small 

decorative touches like art or houseplants. You might 
even want to shop for some new furniture. This promises 
to be a lot of  fun, Aries, so get family members to do it 
with you.

TAURUS (APR 20 - MAY 20): A visit from a 
relative or neighbor early in the day could put 
you in a fantastic mood. Perhaps this person 
has some interesting news, encouraging words, 

or maybe a gift. Listen and enjoy, Taurus, but beware of  
idle gossip. Some of  what you hear is unlikely to be true, 
so it’s best to keep it all to yourself. In the evening, go out 
on the town!

GEMINI (MAY 21 - JUN 21): Your inspi-
ration and imagination are soaring today, 
Gemini. You may want to try an artistic 
project of  some kind. You could be pleas-

antly surprised at the results. Your intuition is also 
high, and your understanding of  those around you is 
greatly increased. Don’t be afraid to act from instinct. 
This is one of  those days when it should win out over 
rationality and logic!

CANCER (JUN 22 - JUL 22): You look gor-
geous and feel especially sociable today, Can-
cer. Don’t be surprised if  you either host a 
social event or decide to attend one to which 

you’ve been invited. You’re always a congenial compan-
ion, Cancer, but today more than ever your enthusiasm 
is high. People will want to enjoy your company. You 
may also have some interesting information everyone 
will want to hear.

LEO (JUL 23 - AUG 22): Some misunder-
standings could cause confusion in the home, 
Leo. Your intuition and insight should defuse 
the situation, especially since you’re more 

diplomatic than usual. You could also have an artistic 
inspiration, perhaps a new project that could be very im-
portant to you. It could be important to your career or it 
could open up new opportunities for you.

VIRGO (AUG 23 - SEP 22): Social events you at-
tend today could put you in touch with some fasci-
nating people. A new acquaintance could become 
a close friend. These individuals may be highly 

educated in a field that interests you or from other states or 
countries. Conversation should be stimulating. Any informa-
tion gleaned could serve you well for a long time. Writing, 
teaching, and publishing matters come to the forefront.

LIBRA (SEP 23 - OCT 22): You generally like 
to think of  yourself  as a practical and down-to-
Earth person, Libra. Today you might depend 
on intuition more than usual. People around 

you might seem to be acting peculiarly, and your insight 
could give you hints as to their true motivations and how 
to deal with them. Relations with colleagues could espe-
cially benefit from this. Follow your heart!

SCORPIO (OCT 23 - NOV 21): Emotions 
could run high among those close to you, 
Scorpio. It might seem like everyone is in a bad 
mood! In your own relations with them, your 

friendly nature and social skills will calm them down and 
keep them on an even keel, at least when you’re around! 
Social events may keep you busy. You could make some 
valuable contacts.

SAGITTARIUS (NOV 22 - DEC 21): Your 
warmth, sensitivity, and understanding in your 
relations with those you care about are height-
ened, Sagittarius. You should feel especially 

well, as your health is good. You want to get out and 
be social with friends and family. If  there are no outings 
planned, don’t hesitate to be the instigator. Everyone will 
have a wonderful time, and your company will be greatly 
enjoyed.

CAPRICORN (DEC 22 - JAN 19): Mat-
ters of  romance, love, and marriage should 
go very well for you today, Capricorn. You 
should feel especially warm and supportive. 

Intimate conversations come easily to you. Make certain 
before you speak that you’re expressing your thoughts in 
the right way. There’s a danger your partner might misin-
terpret your words. You don’t want any upset, however 
temporary, to mar your day!

AQUARIUS (JAN 20 - FEB 18): Communi-
cation between you and a family member could 
be difficult today. Your warmth and under-
standing might give this person the courage to 

tell you what’s on his or her mind. You might feel adven-
turous, Aquarius, so you and a romantic partner could de-
cide to go out on the town and kick up your heels tonight. 
You’re both looking and feeling good. Have a great time!

PISCES (FEB 19 - MAR 20): A welcome let-
ter, phone call, or perhaps visit could come 
from a lover or close friend bringing interesting 
news. Your creative energies are bubbling over, 

Pisces, so you might want to try writing, music, drawing, 
or painting. You might send some letters, place a lot of  
phone calls, or make a lot of  short trips in your neighbor-
hood, maybe to libraries or bookstores.

Formation of FNR
The Forum for Naga Reconciliation (FNR) 
was formed in principle on February 24, 
2008 as one of  the outcomes of  the Naga 
Peace Convention organized by the Naga 
Shisha Hoho in Dimapur. It was christened 
on March 25, 2008 at Kohima with the sup-
port of  39 Naga frontal organizations, the 
Nagaland Baptist Church Council (NBCC), 
and the Council of  Naga Baptist Churches 
(CNBC). In 2008, the forum comprised of  
14 members. In 2017 it has expanded to 34 
members. 

FNR was formed at a time when Naga 
society was torn apart with intense “interfac-
tional” violence, suspicion, distrust and divi-
sive political rhetoric. 

After a painstaking and difficult process 
the FNR’s Journey of  Common Hope with 
the support and goodwill of  the people made 
decisive and incisive strides towards Naga 
Reconciliation. 

Eventually, the “interfactional” violence 
decreased, and some form of relative peace 
established. Due gratitude goes to the Naga 
National Groups for upholding their com-
mitment to refrain from all forms of  violence 
against each other. However, outstanding po-
litical differences remain to be resolved.

Hence, despite the positive path to end 
blood-shed, the Nagas are still confronted 
with a polarizing situation of  power politics, 
self-preservation and exclusiveness. These 
threaten to demoralize the Naga spirit and 
obstruct Naga reconciliation. 

The Naga people are once again vulner-
able to further division and separation and 
are deeply overwhelmed by the overall frag-
menting status. The fluidity and uncertainty 
of  the present situation and the manner in 
which they are being expressed raises serious 
worry, particularly for the common man and 
woman. 

The Naga people are therefore anxious of  
this degenerating context. If  the present situa-
tion is allowed to prevail, it will only jeopard-
ize the shared Naga future.

The FNR refuses to give in to the prin-
cipalities of  division, distrust, suspicion and 
fear which are paralysing Naga people in all 
walks of  their lives. FNR believes that with 
people’s active support and prudent interven-
tion this spiralling situation can be arrested 
and reversed. 

With this in mind the Forum for Naga 
Reconciliation makes this Public Statement. 
Through this Public Statement, FNR briefly 
outlines its formation, principles, activities 
and calls for the renewing of  our determina-
tion, our commitment and our call for recon-
ciliation 
The Position of FNR

1. FNR puts on public record that it does 
not belong to any Naga National Group. 
It is not affiliated with nor does it repre-
sent or support any one particular group. 

2. FNR pursues Naga reconciliation on the 
basis of  the historical and political rights 
of  the Naga people. 

3. FNR pledges to work for reconciliation 
of  all in the spirit of  forgiveness, open-
ness and mutual acceptance of  one 
another through acknowledgement of  
wrongs done by all of  us. This will con-
tribute towards an inclusive and shared 
Naga future. 

4. FNR works irrespective of  geographical 
demarcations in an impartial and fair 
manner – without taking sides and with-
out discrimination of  any Naga National 
Groups – keeping in mind the people’s 
common interests and aspirations at the 
center of  its activities.

5. FNR asserts the necessity of  reconcilia-
tion of  the Naga National Groups as well 
as civil society organizations and the pub-
lic as an essential ingredient for healing 
and restoring people’s dignity towards a 
holistic Naga destiny.

FNR’s activities from 2008 to 2014
Due to the contextual situation in which FNR 
was formed, its initial work was concentrated 
on the Naga National Groups. FNR’s prima-
ry objective in the first phase was to end the 
“interfactional” violence and to enable the 
groups to reconcile on the basis of  the histori-
cal and political rights of  the Nagas through 
the spirit of  genuine forgiveness. 

Here is a list of  FNR meetings and some 
Reconciliation activities from 2008-2014:
•	 FNR	held	an	overall	total	of 	267	meetings	

with the Naga National Groups.
•	 FNR	 visited	 GPRN/NSCN	 Designated	

Camp 59 times.
•	 FNR	 visited	 NSCN	 (IM)	 Designated	

Camp 57 times.
•	 FNR	met	with	NNC/FGN	37	times.

•	 FNR	visited	Eastern	Nagaland	(Burma)	7	
times.

•	 FNR	met	21	times	outside	the	country.
•	 FNR	had	12	meetings	with	Naga	tribe	or-

ganizations.
•	 FNR	 had	 36	 meetings	 with	 the	 Joint	

Working Group (JWG) of  the Naga Na-
tional Groups both within Nagaland and 
outside.

•	 FNR	had	16	meetings	with	Naga	individ-
uals – educators, social workers, writers, 
activists, lawyers.

•	 FNR	and	the	JWG	undertook	7	tours	to	
different parts of  Naga-Land.

•	 FNR	with	 JWG	and	 a	 choir	 formed	 by	
soldiers from different Groups visited 
churches in Dimapur, painted the Flyover 
Bridge and the Clock-Tower in Dimapur.

•	 FNR,	 JWG,	 civil	 society	 organizations	
and the churches played “Reconciliation 
Football” in Kohima and Dimapur.

•	 On	May	11,	2010,	food	and	essentials	was	
distributed by the JWG to the displaced 
Naga villagers at Kisama.

•	 The	Forum	for	Naga	Reconciliation	met	
on September 25, 2008 at the Sumi Bap-
tist Church Dimapur and with the support 
of  47 Naga organizations and the NBCC 
pushed the Naga Reconciliation: A Jour-
ney of  Common Hope forward.

•	 This	was	followed	up	with	a	Public	Meet-
ing on February 21-22, 2009 at Kohima 
in which 45 Naga organizations and the 
Church extended their support to FNR.

•	 FNR	met	 on	 August	 26,	 2009	 at	 Hotel	
Saramati,	Dimapur	with	46	Naga	organi-
zations and the Church and called for the 
immediate meeting of  top leaders of  the 
Naga Political Groups for reconciliation 
on the basis of  the historical and political 
rights of  the Nagas at the earliest.

•	 As	 a	 result,	 The	 Historic	 Highest	 Level	
Meeting took place on September 18, 
2010, Dimapur attended by Th. Muivah, 
Kitovi Zhimomi, Brig (Retired) S. Singn-
ya and Zhopra Vero, followed by 11 other 
meetings.

•	 FNR	 met	 with	 40	 Naga	 organizations	
and the Church on November 18, 2010 
and called for the Highest Level Meeting 
“within a stipulated period of  45 days.”

•	 On	February	29,	2012	the	Naga	Reconcil-
iation Meeting was held at the Agri-Expo, 
Dimapur. It was a public meeting where 
Nagas from all Naga-Land attended, 
and for the first time top leaders from the 
Naga National Groups spoke to the Naga 
public from one common platform. 
It was only after FNR held a series of  

meetings with the Naga National Groups that 
confidence building measures could be taken 
to address “interfactional” violence. This 
eventually resulted in drastically reducing the 
levels of  violence and killing and this spirit of  
goodwill continues to prevail even now. This 
has greatly enhanced economic activities in 
Nagaland and also broadened the space for 
various social movements to grow.

The Journey of  Common Hope revealed 
the human side of  the Naga National Groups 
and offered an opportunity to forgive each 
other and to experience civil and family life. 
Simultaneously intimidation decreased and 
the fear and suspicion among people reduced. 
This enhanced the freedom of movement and 
the freedom of speech and expression and 
contributed towards improving relationships 
between the Naga National Groups and the 
public. 

Overall,	 the	 Naga	 Reconciliation	 proc-
ess created a healthy environment. However, 
during this period of  goodwill, it also enabled 
various stakeholders to take advantage of  the 
situation. They have exploited the “vacuum” 
that was created when “interfactional” vio-
lence declined.

Reconciliation Agreements between 
Naga National Groups
Between 2008 and 2014 a number of  agree-
ments were signed between the Naga Na-
tional Groups. While most agreements were 
related to improving ground situations, fos-
tering conducive atmosphere and confidence 
building measures, there were some with po-
litical and historical implications. 

Here is the highlight of  the significant 
agreements:
•	 Covenant	 of	 Reconciliation: Signed on 

June 13, 2009 by Isak Chishi Swu, SS 
Khaplang and Brig (Retd) S Singnya. The 
signatories committed before God to offer 
themselves to Naga Reconciliation and 
Forgiveness based on the Historical and 
Political Rights of  the Nagas. They re-
solved to work together in the spirit of  love, 
nonviolence, peace and respect to resolve 
outstanding issues among themselves. The 
Covenant of  Reconciliation was instru-

mental in the cessation of  armed confron-
tation and bloodshed among the Naga Po-
litical Groups.

•	 A	Public	Affirmation: Signed on Decem-
ber 8, 2009 by Vikiye Awomi, Zhopra Vero 
and C Singson. The Affirmation was made 
to honor “A Joint Declaration” signed on 
September 28, 2009 to “jointly reject any 
form of conditional package offered to the 
Nagas by the Government of  India.”

•	 Joint	Appeal:	Signed on March 10, 2010 
by C Singson, Zhopra Vero, Q Tuccu and 
witnessed by Rev. Dr. Wati Aier. Among 
others, the Appeal reaf-

f i r m e d 
“ t o 

cease 
all of- f e n s ive 
activities in toto; and 
all Naga army commanders in the Naga 
areas are hereby requested to uphold and 
abide by this principle.”

•	 Statement: Signed on August 22, 2011 by 
Isak Swu, Th Muivah, Gen (Retd) Kholi 
Konyak, Kitovi Zhimomi, Brig (Retd) S 
Singnya and Zhopra Vero. The signatories 
stated, “… In the spirit of  love, respect and 
understanding, have agreed to strengthen 
and broaden the peace process based on 
the “Uniqueness of  Naga History.””

•	 August	24	and	25,	2011	Meetings	of	Naga	
Leaders:	Signed by Isak Swu, Th Muivah, 
Gen (Retd) Kholi Konyak, Kitovi Zhi-
momi, Brig (Retd) S Singnya and Zhopra 
Vero. The signatories stated that they have 
arrived “to work towards a shared Naga 
future on the foundation of  our Histori-
cal and Political rights.” In this statement 
they accorded on the following six points, 
which	 reads	 as:	 “RECONCILED	on	 the	
basis of  the historical and political rights 
of	 the	Nagas;	ACKNOWLEDGED	 that	
we have hurt one another and that in the 
spirit of  love we have forgiven each other, 
and are prepared to understand each other 
towards a shared future; REAFFIRM the 
resolve not to harbor any non-Naga organ-
izations adverse to the Naga political cause 
…. Furthermore, serious note is taken on 
the harboring of  non-Naga organizations 
opposed to the Naga political cause and 
hence, strongly denounce such acts; DIS-
ENGAGE in and from all forms of  ac-
tions and associations detrimental to the 
Historical and Political cause of  the Na-
gas; AFFIRM to work for the territorial in-
tegrity of  all Nagas; and ANY INTERIM 
arrangement of  the political rights of  the 
Nagas shall be outside the purview of the 
Indian Constitution per se.”

•	 Naga	Concordant:	Signed	on	August	26,	
2011 by Isak Swu, Th Muivah, Gen (Retd) 
Kholi Konyak, Kitovi Zhimomi, Brig 
(Retd) S Singnya and Zhopra Vero. The 
signatories stated: “Having Reconciled 
on the basis of  the Historical and Political 
Rights, the top Naga leaders have agreed 
that	 Nagas	 are	 ONE.	 Therefore,	 in	 pur-
suance of  this agreement, the following 
signatories have resolved in principle to 
work towards the formation of  one Naga 
National Government. To expedite this 
process of  eventually forming the Naga 
National Government, a High Level Com-
mission was formed with the Forum for 
Naga Reconciliation as facilitators.” 

•	 Lenten	 Agreement: Signed on March 
28, 2014, by Isak Swu, Th Muivah, Gen 
(Retd) Kholi Konyak, Kitovi Zhimomi, 
Brig (Retd) S Singnya and Zhopra Vero. 
In the Agreement, the signatories stated: 
“We request the FNR to work out the mo-
dalities to expedite the process. While this 
task is being carried out, we call for the 
maintenance of  status quo, by vigilantly 
refraining from any unwarranted activi-
ties by the Nagas. Furthermore, in the 
spirit of  Naga unity, through reconcilia-
tion and peace, we remain open to other 
Naga groups who are committed to Naga 
reconciliation and agree, to abide and up-
hold its aim and purposes.” 

Limitations of the FNR Process
While the Agreements relating to “ceasing all 
offensive activities in toto” continue to be im-
plemented in spirit, the agreements relating to 
political matters such as the “Naga Concord-
ant” and the “Lenten Agreement” have not 
been implemented. The inability to uphold 
and implement these two significant agree-
ments which were crucial to the realization of  
Naga Reconciliation brought the Reconcilia-
tion Journey of  Common Hope to a sudden 
and premature halt. 

By large the present crisis is a result of  
the non-implementation of  the “Naga Con-
cordant” and the “Lenten Agreement.” Since 
2014 the lull in the process has created further 
division in Naga society. The degree of  trust 
and accountability which was cultivated dur-
ing the Reconciliation process broke down. 
This led to trust deficit and the different Naga 
National Groups continued to pursue their 
own political agenda. 

Since then, the Naga national movement 
seems to be spiralling downwards and has be-
come damaging to Naga society. 

Currently Naga institutions are collapsing 
even as more fragmentations are occurring 
and there is a growing economic inequality 
even as the common person is burdened by 
taxation. Furthermore, there is alarming in-
crease of  social ills and the nexus between 
Naga National Groups and vested individu-
als and parties are strengthening the culture 
of  impunity.  

All these have added to a situation of  con-
fusion and anxiety among the Naga public, 
as well as the Naga National Groups. There 
is now a lack of  clarity and purpose on the 
direction Nagas are heading towards. The 
loss of  accountability, transparency, trust and 
respect for each other has made the process 
murky. 

Nagas can no longer weaken each other 
by blaming and demonizing one another for 
this situation. Nagas need to turn these weak-
nesses into common strength by learning 
from our own mistakes.

Almighty God alone can grant us this 
miracle of  grace. If  we will only inspire each 
other by our openness and truthfulness, God 
will do His part without fail.

Public Apology of FNR
Since 2008 FNR has given its very best to 
achieve the objective of  Naga Reconciliation. 
However, even with the best of  our intentions, 
we were unable to clearly respond when the 
process faced new challenges along with our 
inability to keep the public in confidence 
about this fragile situation. While still hoping 
for the Naga National Groups to respond and 
implement the agreements they entered into, 
our silence has been misunderstood. 

FNR acknowledges that in the course 
of  the process we were unable to communi-
cate, engage and keep the public informed 
in a consistent, transparent and accountable 
manner. Furthermore, we recognize our fail-
ure to insist upon the Naga National Groups 
to sincerely implement the “Naga Concord-
ant” and “Lenten Agreement.” In due course 
FNR was caught up in a complex situation as 
its role became less compelling and unclear in 
the midst of  groups engaged in power politics. 

FNR takes this opportunity to publicly 
apologize and say Sorry to the Naga peo-
ple and in particular to the Naga National 
Groups for all these failures and short com-
ings.

The	Way	Forward
Recognizing and acknowledging its contribu-
tions and weaknesses, FNR has undergone an 
intensive process of  constructive criticism and 
evaluation in 2017. FNR remains committed 
to the stand that only an inclusive and united 
approach can lead the Nagas to a direction of  
shared belongingness and Nagahood. 

Looking at the present situation, the FNR 
is of  the view that Reconciliation is funda-
mental at this juncture. The Naga Reconcili-
ation should not be confined to the Naga Na-
tional Groups, it needs to be broadened. FNR 
believes that Naga Reconciliation: A Journey 
of  Common Hope can be given a new lease 
of  life when the Naga Churches, Tribes, civil 
society organizations and the public recog-
nize the necessity for reconciliation among 
themselves. 

The healing, forgiveness and reconcilia-
tion within Naga civil society is equally im-
portant. In fact, reconciliation of  the Naga 
people has become essential for bringing 
unity among the Naga National Groups. 
Only	 when	 Nagas	 reconcile	 as	 a	 people	
can we become a moral and political force 
that will restore health and authority of  the 
Naga National Groups to evolve together 
and take the Nagas forward.

The FNR is aware that the Naga public 
are tired and weary of  division, suspicion and 
violence taking place within the Naga nation-
al movement. They feel this division has given 
undue advantages to those who continue to 
suppress the Naga historical and political 
rights. This has only prolonged the suffering 
of  the people. The divisions have only po-
larized and weakened the Naga movement 
which are preventing the Nagas from taking 
forward looking steps. 

The Naga public demands that the Naga 
National Groups rise above ‘factional poli-
tics’ and work honestly and sincerely for the 
common good in the spirit of  broader partici-
pation and needing the best of  one another 
because the stakes are so high.

The FNR asserts that no group’s interest 
or personal interest should be over and above 
the common interest and shared destiny of  
the Nagas. 

The FNR therefore appeals to the leaders 
of  the Naga National Groups to demonstrate 
political wisdom and statesmanship by turn-
ing to the path of  Naga Reconciliation in 
order to safeguard the Naga historical and 
political rights. 

Let us take courage to admit our own 
mistakes which will make us all greater, not 
lesser, human beings. Let us heed to the call 
for a lasting end to divisive politics, violence 
and to be free of  fear, intimidation and hate. 
Let us strengthen our commitment to recon-
ciliation, nonviolence and the peaceful resolu-
tion of  disputes. This is the only way for the 
Nagas to heal the past and to build a common 
Naga future founded upon principles of  jus-
tice, mutual respect, acceptance, equality and 
nonviolence.

Transcending the given impasse will re-
quire collective wisdom, realism and humility 
to match the demands of  the contemporary 
world and a gracious heart that welcomes one 
another. 

Let us not breed seeds of  division and sus-
picion that demonizes the other. We must not 
forget that the boat the Nagas are travelling 
on is fragile and the sea is perilously stormy. 
If  the boat sinks all of  us will lose equally. 
For once let all Nagas give “togetherness” a 
chance. It is in our “togetherness” that Nagas 
can prevail. 

In the Naga journey towards reconcilia-
tion, many are exhausted and weary. Despite 
their best intentions some are misunderstood 
by	 their	 own	 country	 fellows.	 Other	 voices	
are unheard. While others are still too afraid 
to speak. And then there are many who have 
lost all hope and are therefore cynical. Yet this 
Journey of  Common Hope demands that we 
must bear each other’s burden. 

In conclusion, we take this opportunity to 
reach out to all Nagas – young and old, men 
and women, rich and poor to give Naga Rec-
onciliation one decisive push no matter how 
tedious and exhausting the process may seem 
to be. 

The time has come for Nagas of  all ages 
and gender to take the responsibility of  work-
ing for a peaceful and a just Naga society. 
For this, it is imperative that we courageously 
strengthen the path for Naga reconciliation. 
Our	future	needs	it!	
1. Rev. Dr. Wati Aier, Convenor of  FNR
2. Abei-u Meru
3. Aram Pamei 
4. Athong Makury
5. Dr. Aküm Longchari
6. Dr. B. Henshet Phom
7. Dr. Chingmak Chang
8. Dr. Lanusangla Tzudir
9. Dr. N Venuh
10. Dr. Pangernungba Kechu     
11. Dr. Phyobemo Ngully
12. Dr. PS Lorin
13. Dr. Rosemary Dzüvichü
14. Dr. Visier Sanyü        
15. Dr. YL Minthing
16. G. Vashum
17. Grace Shatsang
18. Vitono Gugu Haralu    
19. Kevidezo Peter Rutsa
20. Kheseheli Chishi
21. Kirang Zeme   
22. Mercy S Rengma 
23. Neingulo Krome
24. Nepuni Piku
25. Niketu Iralu      
26. Pastor Vezalhu
27. Pastor Vezokho Vero
28. Rev Dr. Zelhou Keyho
29. Rev. Dr. Ellen Konyak Jamir 
30. Rev. Dr. Phughoto Aye
31. Rev. Dr. VK Nuh
32. Rev. Puduhu Khusoh
33. Somipam Lungleng
34. Sovenyi Nyekha
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News iN Brief
Two electrocuted to death, one 
hurt in UP village
Muzaffarnagar, Sep. 24 (PTI): Two men were killed 
while another was injured in a village near here after 
being electrocuted by a fencing wire installed in the fields 
to prevent the cattle from destroying the crop. Two men, 
aged 25 and 24, were killed while another 22- year-old was 
injured after being electrocuted from the fencing wire in 
Hurmujpur village under the Kandhla police station area 
in Shamli district. According to SHO O P Choudhry, 
police were interrogating the injured person over the 
motive of the three men in trying to enter the field.

Security forces bust militant 
hideout in Kupwara
Srinagar, Sep. 24 (PTI): Security forces today busted 
a militant hideout and recovered a cache of arms and 
ammunition in the Kupwara district of  Jammu and 
Kashmir. Security forces launched a search operation 
and busted the hideout in the forest area of Kupwara, a 
police official said. He said one AK-47 rifle, one LMG, 
two pistols, one rocket projectile gun, an IED, one 
wireless set and several dozen rounds of ammunition 
were recovered from the hideout.  Police has registered 
a case in this regard, the official said.

Village revenue official killed by 
Naxals in Chhattisgarh
Raipur, Sep. 24 (PTI): Suspected Naxals killed a 57-
year- old revenue official of a village on suspicion of  
him being a “police informer” in Chhattisgarh’s Kanker 
district, police said today. The rebels attacked the 
‘kotwar’, identified as Sukku Nareti, last night in Sureli 
village under Antagarh police station area, Kanker’s 
Additional Superintendent of Police (ASP) Jaipraksh 
Badhai told PTI. A group of armed ultras stormed into 
Nareti’s house and dragged him out on the street. They 
then strangled him with a rope and threw the body on 
a road near the village, the police official said quoting 
eyewitnesses.

Ban commuters from carrying 
matchboxes, lighters: Delhi govt 
to DMRC 
New Delhi, Sep. 24 (PTI): The Delhi government has 
issued a strict compliance notice to the DMRC, asking 
it to prohibit passengers from carrying matchboxes and 
lighters in metro trains and on station premises as it 
“promotes smoking”. The Delhi Metro Rail Corporation 
had in January taken lighters and matchboxes off the list 
of restricted items. A commuter is now allowed to carry 
one matchbox and one lighter in metro trains and on 
station premises. Dr S K Arora, Additional Director 
(Health), Delhi, said the government had written to the 
DMRC that carrying a matchbox or lighter is a violation 
of Prohibition of Smoking in Public Places Rule, 2008 
under the Cigarettes and Other Tobacco Products Act 
(COTPA).

Man, three children killed as truck 
hits motorcycle in MP
Rewa (MP), Sep. 24 (PTI): A speeding truck rammed 
into a motorcycle killing a 30-year-old man and his three 
minor children near Ajagraha by-pass here, police said 
today. Jitendra Singh was returning home after picking 
his four children from their school when the truck hit his 
vehicle near the by-pass last evening, Superintendent of  
Police Bharat Dubey said. Singh and his three children - 
daughters Sagun (9) and Palak (6) and son Awadh Singh 
(7) - died on the spot, he said. His another daughter 
sustained injuries in the accident and she rushed to the 
Sanjay Gandhi Hospital where she was reported to be 
in a serious condition, Dubey said. The truck driver fled 
the spot after the mishap, he said.

Three more succumb to swine flu 
in Indore
Indore, Sep. 24 (PTI): Three more persons succumbed to 
swine flu in Indore in last 24-hours taking the toll in the 
district due to the H1N1 virus infection to 24 this year. 
Asha Pandit, district in-charge of the Integrated Disease 
Surveillance Programme (IDSP), said, patients who 
succumbed to swine flu included a woman aged 39-year-old 
and two men respectively aged 25-years and 59-years. All 
hailed from Indore district, she said. Pandit said as many 
as 90 patients of city hospitals have tested positive since 
January this year and 24 out of them have died. Of the 
deceased, 10 had come from other districts for treatment 
here while 14 hailed from Indore district, she added.  

Four dead in two separate road 
accidents in Jammu
Jammu, Sep. 24 (PTI): Four people were today killed in 
two separate road accidents in Reasi and Kathua districts 
of Jammu and Kashmir, the police said. A vehicle fell 
in a gorge at Gulpora village in Reasi district around 
2.15 pm, killing two people, both residents of Budhal, 
on the spot, a senior police officer said. Another person, 
who was injured in the incident has been admitted 
to a hospital, the officer said, adding, the vehicle was 
coming to Chasana from Budhal. In Kathua district, 
two youths were killed and another was injured when a 
tractor, while negotiating a curve, fell into a stream near 
Lakhanpur, a police spokesperson said.  The injured has 
been hospitalised, he said.

16-year old girl allegedly commits 
suicide
Mumbai, Sep. 24 (PTI): Upset after being scolded by 
parents, a 16-year-old girl allegedly committed suicide 
in suburban Powai, police said today. The girl, a class 10 
student, ended her life by jumping into the Powai lake 
yesterday, police said. The body was fished out by police 
and taken to a hospital where doctors declared her brought 
dead, a senior official attached to the Powai police station 
said. The girl was upset after her parents scolded her for 
talking to some people, he said. Further probe is on.

34 juvenile inmates escape from 
remand home in Bihar
Munger (Bihar), Sep. 24 (PTI): Thirty-four juvenile 
inmates today escaped from a remand home after cutting 
through the metal grills of the main gate, police said.
“A total of 34 juvenile inmates escaped from the remand 
home located in fort area of  Munger, after cutting 
the grill gate this morning (at around 11 am),” Sub-
Divisional Magistrate (SDM) Kundan Kumar told PTI.
However, out the 34 inmates, 11 have returned to the 
remand home, Kumar said. Efforts are on to trace the 
remaining 23 juveniles, the SDM said, adding, many 
adjoining areas of the town have been cordoned off.
The remand home had 86 inmates.  Parents of  the 
inmates have been informed, the officer said.

Violence in BHU: students, journalists injured

Opp. flay AIADMK over ‘lies’ on Jaya’s health; seek CBI probe

Govts urged to adopt roadmap 
to resolve Rohingya crisis

Fresh violence in Darjeeling hills, car torched

‘Mann Ki Baat’ programme is for reflecting people’s views — PM

Five injured as portion of bridge collapses in Odisha

Varanasi/Lucknow, Sep. 24 
(PTI): A number of  students, 
including women, and two jour-
nalists were injured in lathicharge 
by the police in the Banaras Hindu 
University (BHU) which witnessed 
violence last night, in an ugly turn 
to a protest against an alleged eve-
teasing incident.

In the wake of the violence, the 
university has announced “holi-
days” from tomorrow till October 
2, advancing it from September 28.

Uttar Pradesh Chief Minister 
Yogi Adityanath today sought 
a report from Divisional Com-
missioner about the incident as 
various political parties, including 
Samajwadi Party, criticised the 
government and condemned the 
police action.

A number of students, includ-
ing women, and two journalists 
were injured in the lathicharge by 
the police.

Some policemen were also 
injured in the clashes during which 
students indulged in arson, police 
sources said.

Violence erupted after some 
students, protesting against the 
alleged eve-teasing incident of  
Thursday, wanted to meet the 
Vice Chancellor at his residence 
last night, according to police and 
university sources.

The security guards of  the 
university stopped them and the 
police was informed, according to 
the University sources.

BHU spokesperson said some 
students wanted to “forcibly” enter 

the VC’s residence but they were 
stopped by the security guards of  
the university.

Subsequently, there was stone 
pelting by “outsiders” who had 
joined the students.

Police used lathicharge to con-
trol the situation.

“I have sought a report from 
the Divisional Commissioner, Var-
anasi, about the entire incident,” 
Adityanath said in Lucknow.

The lathicharge on journalists 
led to protests in Lucknow with 
some journalists staging a sit-in 
near the CM’s residence. They 
later gave a memorandum to the 

District Magistrate demanding ac-
tion against the guilty.

Samajwadi Party president 
Akhilesh Yadav condemned the 
lathicharge of the students in BHU.

“The government should re-
solve the issue by talks, not by 
lathicharge. It is condemnable. 
Action should be taken againt the 
guilty,” Akhilesh tweeted.

Last night, the BHU issued 
a statement, saying the ‘dharna’ 
by the students just a day before 
Prime Minister Narendra Modi’s 
visit was “politically motivated” 
to malign the image of  the uni-
versity.

The university also said that 
security guards were regularly 
patrolling the campus and assist-
ance from the police is sought from 
time-to-time to maintain peace in 
the campus.

Senior officials including Dis-
trict Magistrate Yogeshwar Ram 
Mishra and SP (city) Dinesh Singh 
reached the campus along with a 
large posse of police.

Nearly 1500 policemen includ-
ing PAC personnel have been de-
ployed in and around the campus 
to maintain law and order in the 
campus.

The BHU students have been 

protesting near the university’s 
main gate since Thursday against 
the rising eve- teasing incidents on 
the campus.

The trigger was an incident in 
which a woman student of  Arts 
faculty alleged harassment by three 
men on a motorcycle inside the 
campus while she was returning to 
her hostel.

The three men abused her 
and fled when she resisted their 
attempts, according to the com-
plainant.

The woman alleged that secu-
rity guards, about 100 metres from 
where the incident happened, did 
nothing to stop the men.

She said her warden, instead of  
taking up the issue with her supe-
riors, asked her why was she was 
returning late to the hostel.

The warden’s response angered 
the student’s colleagues, who sat 
on a ‘dharna’ at the main gate 
midnight Thursday.

One of  the students even got 
her head tonsured.

BHU students have alleged 
they have to face eve-teasers on the 
campus regularly and the varsity 
administration was not taking any 
action to stop the miscreants.

Police and BHU professors 
tried to pacify the students yester-
day, but they refused to end their 
protest and sought assurance from 
the university vice chancellor. 

A large number of police per-
sonnel have been deployed near the 
campus as a security precaution, 
said the police.

Chennai, Sep. 24 (PTI): Opposi-
tion parties led by the DMK today 
pressed for a CBI probe into the 
death of former Tamil Nadu chief  
minister J Jayalalithaa, citing a 
state minister’s recent remarks that 
AIADMK leaders “lied” about 
Jayalalithaa’s health during her 
hospitalisation last year.

The opposition called for “un-
ravelling the mystery” behind the 
death of the AIADMK supremo, 
who passed away on December 5 
last after 75 days of hospitalisation.

Forest Minister Dindigul C 
Srinivasan, whose comments 
about the “lies” have drawn flak 
from the opposition, sought to 
make light of Stalin’s demand by 
stating “it was not new for him to 
seek such a probe”.

Addressing a public meeting 
in Madurai on September 22, 
Srinivasan had claimed that party 
leaders had “lied” about Jayala-
lithaa’s health, fearing her aide V 
K Sasikala, and sought the pardon 
of the public.

“No one was allowed to meet 
the late chief minister.

Whoever came, would be 
briefed by Sasikala’s relatives that 

she was all right,” he had said.
“We were afraid of  Sasikala 

at that time and lied about Jayala-
lithaa’s health condition,” he had 
claimed.

As the opposition latched onto 
his statement, the Tamil Nadu 
minister said they (AIADMK 
leaders) conveyed to the outside 
world whatever was told to them 
by Sasikala.

“Sasikala and her family would 
tell us she (Jayalalithaa) ate idly, 
had coffee, was given sweets, did 
that and this...

we told what she (Sasikala) 
said,” he said.

Speaking to reporters at his na-
tive Dindigul, Srinivasan said, “I 
do not care even if a CBI inquiry 
is ordered”.

The minister also urged side-
lined AIADMK leader and Sasika-
la’s nephew T T V Dhinakaran to 
release “video proof” of the treat-
ment given to Jayalalithaa as being 
claimed by him.

The enquiry commission or-
dered by Chief Minister K Palan-
iswami in the matter would soon 
start its probe, and Dhinakaran 
would have to submit whatever 

proof he had in his possession on 
the matter before the commission, 
he said.

DMK working president M 
K Stalin stated that it was also the 
“responsibility of  the Centre” to 
get to the bottom of the “mystery”.

“Since the central government 
had assisted in the treatment of  
Jayalalithaa, it has a responsibility 
to unravel the mystery surround-
ing her death. Therefore, using its 
authority, it should immediately 
order a CBI probe into the matter,” 
he said.

The DMK leader said he was 
making the plea in his capacity as 
the Leader of  Opposition in the 
state assembly.

He also questioned the verac-
ity of  Jayalalithaa’s signature on 
a statement made in her name 
during her hospitalisation seeking 
support for AIADMK candidates 
in the bypolls to three state Assem-
bly seats last year.

He said her thumb impres-
sion was found in a set of  poll-
related documents of  AIADMK 
candidates for the elections to 
Aravakurichi, Thanjavur and 
Thiruparankundram Assembly 

constituencies.
Referring to Srinivasan’s ad-

mission, Stalin said a “question 
arises” on how an advice was 
given by Jayalalithaa to re-allocate 
the portfolios held by her to then 
finance minister O Panneerselvam 
in October last.

Stalin recalled that the ruling 
AIADMK leaders had criticised 
his father and DMK president M 
Karunanidhi when he had de-
manded the release of pictures of  
Jayalalithaa undergoing treatment 
and related details since she was 
the chief minister.

“The AIADMK party mem-
bers are now demanding the re-
lease of not just photographs, but 
also videos,” he said referring to 
the face-off  between Dhinakaran 
and the unified AIADMK over 
the matter.

Tamil Nadu Congress Com-
mittee president Su Thirunavukka-
rasar demanded to know who took 
care of Jayalalithaa when she was 
in hospital.

“Who really took care of the 
chief minister? Is it just the hospi-
tal management.... did the prime 
minister enquire about her health? 

Why did not he visit her?” he 
asked.

A host of personalities includ-
ing BJP president Amit Shah, Un-
ion Finance Minister Arun Jaitley, 
Congress vice-president Rahul 
Gandhi and Kerala Chief Minister 
Pinarayi Vijayan had visited the 
Apollo Hospitals, where Jayala-
lithaa was admitted on September 
22, 2016.

BJP state unit president Tamili-
sai Soundarrajan said the people 
“always had a doubt” over the 
leader’s death and demanded an 
“honest probe”.

CPI(M) state secretary G Ram-
akrishnan asked what steps did the 
central and state intelligence agen-
cies take for the late chief minister’s 
security while being hospitalised.

“On whose instructions was 
the security cover provided to her 
removed during hospitalisation?” 
he asked.

Ramakrishnan called for a 
court-monitored probe into the 
treatment and subsequent death of  
Jayalalithaa. 

The PMK also demanded a 
probe into her death, especially in 
the light of Srinivasan’s remarks.

Kochi, Sep. 24 (PTI): Left parties from South Asian 
countries today urged the international community, in-
cluding the governments of India, Myanmar, Bangladesh 
and Nepal, to adopt a roadmap to resolve the Rohingya 
refugee crisis.

The parties met at the South Asian Regional Seminar 
of  Communist and Left parties here as the Rohingya 
Muslims flee from the Rakhine state of Myanmar amid 
arson and violence. The two-day seminar, that concluded 
today, adopted a resolution which expresses concern over 
the “grave humanitarian crisis” and apprehends that it 
could be used by extremist and fundamentalist forces.

“The governments of  South Asia (countries), par-
ticularly, Myanmar, Bangladesh, India, Nepal and other 
countries along with the international community must 
immediately adopt a roadmap to resolve this humanitar-
ian crisis and ensure that the harassed and beleaguered 
Rohingya population live a decent and dignified life,” 
the resolution said. It said action may be taken against 
confirmed act of  terrorism by certain groups “but the 
whole community can never be targeted on the basis of  
the activities of individuals or, some groups”.

The conference was attended by senior communist 
leaders from South Asian countries, including Nepal, 
Bangladesh and Sri Lanka. The conference was inau-
gurated yesterday by CPI(M) general secretary Sitaram 
Yechury.  Organised by the CPI(M) to mark the 100th 
anniversary of the Great October Revolution, it was also 
attended by senior communist leaders of  the country, 
including Prakash Karat, Sudhakar Reddy, S Ramach-
andran Pillai and D Raja.

Darjeeling, Sep. 24 (IANS): 
Incidents of  fresh violence 
rocked West Bengal’s Dar-
jeeling hills on Sunday as a 
vehicle on way to Lebong 
area in the district was set 
ablaze allegedly by Gorkha 
Janmukti Morcha (GJM) 
activists, police said.

“A vehicle moving from 
Darjeeling to Lebong was 
vandalised and torched by 
pro-shutdown GJM activ-

ists on Sunday morning. 
One person was injured,” 
Darjeeling Superintendent 
of  Police Akhilesh Kumar 
Chaturvedi told IANS.

He said no one was so 
far detained in the case.

A number of shops and 
other business establish-
ments opened in Darjeeling 
on Sunday after remain-
ing shut for 101 days over 
the demand for separate 

Gorkhaland.
Though the GJM-spon-

sored indefinite shutdown 
has not been lifted from the 
area, pockets of Darjeeling 
hills were limping back to 
life as schools, colleges and 
government offices have 
started to function since the 
last one week.

The state government 
has appealed to the local 
populace to lift the shut-

down and assured necessary 
security to those willing to 
open their shops or resume 
business activities. 

A section of  hill parties 
spearheading the agitation, 
including the GJM, remain 
defiant over the withdrawal 
demand till tripartite talks 
between the central and 
state governments and 
other stakeholders are or-
ganised.

New Delhi, Sep. 24 (PTI): An-
swering his critics, Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi today said he uses 
his monthly radio programme 
‘Mann Ki Baat’ to reflect the views 
and aspirations of the people of the 
country rather than expressing his 
own opinions.

He said he had kept this three-
year-old programme away from 
politics and had tried to connect 
with the people without getting 
swayed by the (political) “heat” 
and “anger” that may prevail at 
any particular time.

In the 36th episode of the radio 
broadcast, Modi expressed confi-
dence that social scientists, univer-
sities, research scholars and media 
experts would conduct analysis of  

the programme and highlight its 
positives and negatives.

He said the ‘Mann Ki Baat’ 
programme reflects positive 
strength of the country.

“(Through the programme) 
I got a unique opportunity of  
connecting with the people and 
knowing their feelings, wishes, as-
pirations and even complaints and 
I never said that this is my ‘Mann 
Ki Baat’ (my voice),” the prime 
minister said.

He was clearly answering his 
critics from the opposition parties 
who have been accusing him of  
expressing only his views through 
the programme and not listening to 
the voice of the people. 

Modi said through this pro-

gramme, he reflects views of the 
people who keep sending him in-
puts through emails, by telephone 
and on MyGov app and Naren-
draModi App.

PM’s ‘Mann Ki Baat’ a ‘one 
sided’ communication: Congress
New Delhi, Sep. 24 (PTI): The 
Congress said today that Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi’s month-
ly radio programme ‘Mann Ki 
Baat’ was a “one-sided” commu-
nication in which he did not speak 
on important issues such as the 
police action on BHU students, un-
employment and high fuel prices.

The Congress’s criticism came 
hours after Modi, in the 36th epi-
sode of his monthly address, said 

he has used the programme to 
reflect the views and aspirations of  
the people rather than expressing 
his own opinions.

“Over the last three years, 
we have continuously seen that 
‘Mann Ki Baat’ is (a) one-sided 
communication exercise of  the 
prime minister...He only does one-
sided communication,” Congress 
spokesperson Ajoy Kumar told 
reporters here.

Kumar alleged that the prime 
minister did not speak on issues 
such as police action on students 
in the Banaras Hindu University 
(BHU) campus last night, unem-
ployment, high fuel prices, the “de-
teriorating situation” in Kashmir 
and border areas and incidents of  

sexual abuse of children.
Terming the police action on 

students in BHU as “one of  the 
most shameful incidents”, he criti-
cised the Centre and state govern-
ments for their alleged failure in 
maintaining law and order in the 
state.

Kumar also raised doubts over 
the government’s “intention” in 
running the ‘Beti Bachao and Beti 
Padhao’ campaign, alleging that 
the fund allocated for the girl child 
in the last budget was very low.

Kumar, however, welcomed 
External Affairs Minister Sushma 
Swaraj’s address to the UN Gen-
eral Assembly yesterday, saying she 
has “highlighted” India’s achieve-
ments in the past 60 years.

Sambalpur (Odisha), Sep. 24 (PTI): 
At least five workers were injured when 
a portion of  an under-construction 
bridge over a river collapsed in Odisha’s 
Bargarh district today, a fortnight after 
a similar incident in Bhubaneswar left 
one person dead.

The accident took place when a 
slab of  the bridge, being constructed 
over river Jeera in Bheden Block col-
lapsed, police said.

The bridge is being constructed to 
connect villages Jamdol and Dhuben-
pali in the district.

Eleven persons were working when 
the slab of the bridge collapsed, leaving 
five persons injured. The injured were 

rushed to the Bargarh District Head-
quarter Hospital, police said.

The injured persons have been 
identified as Surendra Naik, Rajat 
Naik, Aswini Ghadei, Pramod Sahu 
and Narada Naik.

Bargarh District Collector, Khagen-
dra Kumar Padhee rushed to the dis-
trict headquarter hospital to take stock 
of the situation and enquire about the 
injured workers.

The estimated budget of the bridge 
being constructed under Biju Setu 
Yojana of  the Rural Development 
department of  the state government 
was around Rs 8.5 crore. A Padmapur-
based contractor was executing the 

construction work, official sources said.
Superintendent Engineer, Rural 

Work Circle, Ranjan Kumar Kar, said 
an inquiry will be conducted to ascer-
tain the circumstances that led to the 
collapse and action will be taken if any 
lapse in construction is found.

Eight slabs of  the bridge had al-
ready been laid and the last one was 
being cast when the mishap took place, 
he said. 

The incident happened exactly a 
fortnight after a man was killed and 11 
others were injured when a portion of  
an under-construction flyover collapsed 
near Bomikhal in Bhubaneswar on 
September 10.

PTI

Students and police in a standoff in Varanasi late Saturday night. Female students at the prestigious university were protesting 
the administration’s alleged victim-shaming after one of them reported an incident of molestation on Thursday. 



9WORLD
EastErn Mirror  |  Dimapur, Monday, September 25, 2017

News IN BrIef
Six children burnt to death in 
Pakistan
Islamabad, Sep. 24 (IANS): Six children were killed 
when a fire engulfed a house in Pakistan’s Khyber-
Pakhtunkhwa on Sunday, police said. Police officials, 
citing initial investigations, said that the fire erupted due 
to a short-circuit, Geo News reported. As a result, five 
sisters and their brother were burnt to death while they 
were asleep and the house was completely charred.

Six injured in London acid attack
London, Sep. 24 (IANS): Six people were injured in 
a suspected acid attack in London, according to the 
Metropolitan Police. The police were called to Stratford 
Centre at 8 p.m. on Saturday following an “altercation” 
between two groups of males where a noxious substance 
was thrown, reports the BBC. The injuries were “not life 
threatening or life changing”, the London Ambulance 
Service said.  Out of the six injured, three were taken 
to a hospital. A 15-year-old boy has been arrested on 
suspicion of grievous bodily harm. 

At least three peacekeepers killed 
in Mali attack — UN
Bamako, Sep. 24 (PTI/AFP): At least three UN 
peacekeepers were killed today during an attack on their 
convoy in Mali, the UN mission to the conflict-torn 
country said, without specifying their nationality. In a 
separate statement, the Bangladeshi armed forces said 
three of its soldiers had been killed in Mali and another 
four were wounded when their vehicle hit an explosive 
device, without saying exactly where it happened. 

Three terrorists killed in Pakistan
Islamabad, Sep. 24 (IANS): Security forces killed three 
terrorists on Sunday in a clash in northwest Khyber-
Pakhtunkhwa province, the Pakistan Army said. The 
clash started after the terrorists riding motorcycles 
refused to stop at a check post near the Dera Ismail 
Khan city and fired at the forces, an army statement said. 
“Security Forces carried out search operation in Gara 
Madda near Dera Ismail Khan. During search operation 
suspected persons on motor cycle riders started firing 
at troops once signalled to stop,” a statement from the 
army’s media wing Inter-Services Public Relations said.
One of the terrorists was wanted by the authorities for 
his involvement in terrorist activities and the government 
had announced 1 million rupees ($9,500) reward money 
for him. Security forces also recovered suicide jackets 
from the slain militants. 

26/11 trial: Pak court orders FIA 
to appoint focal person
Lahore, Sep. 24 (PTI): A Pakistani court conducting the 
trial of seven Mumbai terror attack suspects has ordered 
the Federal Investigation Agency to appoint a focal person 
to press for bringing 24 Indian witnesses here to record 
their statements in the case. Mumbai attack mastermind 
Zakiur Rehman Lakhvi, Abdul Wajid, Mazhar Iqbal, 
Hamad Amin Sadiq, Shahid Jameel Riaz, Jamil Ahmed 
and Younis Anjum have been facing charges of abetment 
to murder, attempted murder, planning and executing the 
2008 Mumbai attack. Prosecution in the case said the 
Indian witnesses statements are needed to conclude the 
trial which has been going on for more than seven years.

Int’l community must call on India 
to halt aggressive acts — Pakistan

UK restaurant jobs unfilled 
as EU workers leave

Trump warns N. Korea; says “they 
won’t be around much longer’’

470,000 Rohingyas in need 
of shelter in B’desh — UN

Iran’s new missile can reach Israel — Trump

May’s top ministers plotted to oust her — Book

Trump travel ban expires; new restrictions expected Russian strikes kill 45 
Syrian rebels — monitor

Mexico quake toll rises to 305
New Mexico tremor kills 
four, halts rescue operations

United Nations, Sep. 24 (PTI): 
Pakistan today accused India of  
adopting a posture of  that of  a 
“predator” and said if  the interna-
tional community wishes to avoid 
a dangerous escalation between the 
two neighbours, it must call on New 
Delhi to halt its provocations and 
aggressive actions.

Terming India as the “mother of  
terrorism” in South Asia, Pakistan’s 
Ambassador to the UN Maleeha 
Lodhi accused it of  sponsoring 
terrorism in various parts of  her 
country.

Exercising her right to reply after 
External Affairs Minister Sushma 
Swaraj yesterday hit out at Pakistan 
for creating terror groups like LeT, 
JeM, Hizbul Mujahideen and the 
Haqqani Network, Lodhi alleged 
that “in her vitriol she (Swaraj) 
deliberately ignored the core issue” 
of Kashmir.

Swaraj in her remarks did not 
mention Kashmir.

“If the international community 
wishes to avoid a dangerous escala-
tion between India and Pakistan, it 
must call on India to halt its provoca-
tions and aggressive actions. It must 
end the ceasefire violations along the 
Line of Control.

It must halt its sponsorship of  
terrorist groups against Pakistan,” 
Lodhi said.

Given that such responses are 
normally given by a low level foreign 
service official, it was quite signifi-
cant that the top Pakistani diplomat 
took up the floor to launch a verbal 
dual against India.

India did not immediately exer-
cise its right to response to Lodhi s 
remarks, in which Pakistan for the 
second time accused the National 
Security Advisor Ajit K Doval of  
interfering in Balochistan.

Lodhi said if  the parties fail to 
resolve a dispute, the UN and the in-
ternational community has not only 
the right but the obligation to inter-
vene and help to resolve the dispute.

“UN Security Council resolu-
tions do not lapse with time.

Or are ‘overtaken’, as the Indian 
foreign minister put it. Law has no 
expiry date. Morality has no sell-by 
date. India’s posture is that of  the 
predator. It cannot escape its legal 
and moral obligation to abide by the 
resolutions of the Security Council,” 
she said.

Referring to Swaraj’s remarks on 
terrorism and her push for a defini-
tion, Lodhi said the UN should actu-

ally define terrorism.
“In that definition, we should 

include ‘state terrorism’.
The state terrorism which the 

Indian National Security Adviser 
has boasted is being sponsored by 
India’s spy agencies in Pakistan’s 
Balochistan province in what he 
called a ‘double squeeze’ strategy,” 
she alleged.

“India has sponsored and per-
petrated terrorism and aggression 
against all its neighbours; creating 
terror groups; destabilising and 
blockading neighbours to do its 
strategic bidding and sponsoring 
subversion, sabotage and terrorism 
in various parts of Pakistan. All this 
establishes that India is the mother 
of  terrorism in South Asia,” she 
alleged.

She said the ‘largest democracy’ 
is also “the world’s largest hypoc-
risy” and it’s ruled by the “fascist” 
ideology.

Lodhi alleged that Swaraj in her 
speech criticised Pakistan’s founding 
father M A Jinnah.

She also said Pakistan remains 
open to resuming a comprehensive 
dialogue with India to address all 
outstanding issues, especially Jam-
mu and Kashmir and discuss meas-

ures to maintain peace and security.
“But this dialogue must be ac-

companied by an end to India s 
campaign of  subversion and state 
sponsored terrorism in Pakistan,” 
she demanded.

In her speech, Swaraj had said 
Prime Minister Narendra Modi 
has offered the hand of peace and 
friendship since he assumed office. 
“Pakistan’s Prime Minister must 
answer why his nation spurned this 
offer,” she had said.

Swaraj reminded Pakistan Prime 
Minister Shahid Khaqan Abbasi that 
in December 2015, when she was in 
Islamabad, a decision was made by 
then Prime Minister Nawaz Sharif  
that dialogue between India and 
Pakistan should be renewed and 
named it a “Comprehensive Bilat-
eral Dialogue”.

“The word ‘bilateral’ was used 
consciously to remove any confu-
sion or doubt about the fact that the 
proposed talks would be between 
our two nations and only between 
our two nations, without any third-
party present. And he must answer 
why that proposal withered, be-
cause Pakistan is responsible for the 
aborting that peace process,” Swaraj 
had said.

London, Sep. 24 (PTI/AFP): As EU na-
tionals leave Britain in ever greater numbers 
ahead of  Brexit, restaurants like pizzeria 
chain Franco Manca are reporting shortages 
that could spell trouble for a sector that relies 
on immigrant labour.

The number of  EU nationals leaving 
Britain, most of them from central Europe, 
rose by 33,000 to 122,000 people during the 
12 months to March, according to the latest 
data following last year’s Brexit referendum.

Franco Manca’s parent company, Ful-
ham Shore, said the prospect of new controls 
on immigration when Britain leaves the bloc 
was “already affecting the availability of  
skilled European restaurant staff”.

The company, where only 20 per cent of  
the staff are British, said it was implement-
ing “a number of  incentive schemes” to 
persuade Europeans to stay.

Owners worry that British workers may 
not be able or willing to fill the gap left by 
departing Europeans.

The hospitality industry currently has 
the highest proportion of  unfilled jobs in 
Britain, according to the Office for National 
Statistics (ONS).

And the situation is worsening, with 4.3 
per cent of hospitality jobs vacant in June to 
August 2017, compared with 3.5 per cent a 
year earlier.

Alex Wrethman, the head of Charlotte’s 

group of bistros in west London, said EU 
nationals were being put off by the sharp fall 
in the value of the pound against the euro 
since the Brexit vote.

The currency devaluation was “effec-
tively a pay cut for them” as it decreased the 
value of remittances.

Wrethman said he struggled to find 
Britons who were as committed to the job as 
their European colleagues.

“It’s difficult to find a British person to 
get out of bed to wash dishes,” said Wreth-
man, who started working in the restaurants 
he now owns as a teenager.

“It’s tied up with something historic. It’s 
a class thing,” Wrethman said.

On a break from chopping avocados and 
smoked salmon for brunches, the head chef  
of Charlotte’s newest restaurant complained 
of a “bleak time for the industry”, where he 
thinks his British background and willing-
ness to work long hours make him a rarity.

“We’re very reliant on Eastern Europe-
ans... There’s very few British chefs,” Mike 
Carter said.

“I genuinely believe the industry is two or 
three years away from imploding.” 

Leaked government proposals for re-
stricting the stay of low-skilled EU workers 
to just two years, would be “catastrophic” 
for the industry, according to trade body, the 
British Hospitality Association.

New York, Sep. 24 (PTI): 
US President  Donald 
Trump has warned North 
Korea, saying if  the coun-
try’s foreign minister was 
echoing thoughts of his su-
preme leader Kim Jong-Un 
in his threatening speech 
at the UN, “they won’t be 
around much longer.” 

North Korea’s Foreign 
Minister Ri Yong Ho yes-
terday attacked Trump at 
the UN General Assembly, 
deriding him as a “mentally 
deranged” leader whose 
threats had increased the 
chances of military confron-

tation.
If  he echoes thoughts 

of Little Rocket Man, they 
won’t be around much 
longer!” Trump tweeted last 
night.

In his speech, Ri had 
said that the US and its allies 
should “think twice” before 
threatening his country.

He said that by repeat-
edly calling Kim “Rocket 
Man,” Trump is making 
“our rocket’s visit to the en-
tire US mainland inevitable 
all the more.” 

The foreign minister also 
said Trump is a “gambler 

who grew old using threats, 
frauds and all other schemes 
to acquire a patch of land.” 

Trump and Kim have 
traded increasingly threaten-
ing and personal insults as 
Pyongyang races towards its 
goal of developing a nuclear-
tipped missile capable of  
reaching the US.

Tensions have dramati-
cally risen on the Korean 
peninsula after North Korea 
early this month conducted 
its biggest nuclear test, which 
its state-run KCNA news 
agency described as a hydro-
gen bomb.

Dhaka, Sep. 24 (IANS): At 
least 470,000 Rohingyas are 
in need of shelter in refugee 
camps in Bangladesh, the 
UN office in the south Asian 
country said on Sunday.

According to a report by 
the UN’s Inter Sector Co-
ordination Group, the total 
number of refugees who have 
arrived since August 25 has 
climbed to 436,000, although 
it said that movement across 
the border had reportedly 
slowed down in the last two 
days.

“An estimated 470,000 
people are in need of  shel-
ter assistance. This includes 
people who arrived prior to 
and after 25 August,” the UN 
report was cited by Efe news 
agency.

On Thursday, the UN 
put the number of  refugees 
at around 429,000.

The report also said that 
only small groups of refugees 
have been seen arriving in 
Cox’s Bazar, the southeast-
ern district of Bangladesh to 
which most of the Rohingyas 
have fled.

According to the docu-
ment, the refugees living 
in makeshift settlements 
number around 200,000, 
while around 148,000 have 
taken shelter in pre-existing 
refugee camps and 88,000 
are living with host com-
munities.

The UN said that the set-
tlements have been stretched 
to the limit by the massive 
number of refugees who have 
arrived in less than a month 
and the refugees are living 
in extremely difficult condi-
tions, in addition to carrying 
severe trauma after escaping 
the violence in Myanmar.

“In some of the sites that 
have spontaneously emerged, 
there is no access to water 
and sanitation facilities, rais-
ing the risks of an outbreak 
of disease,” the UN said in 
the report. 

Bangladesh’s govern-
ment has deployed the army 
to distribute aid in the camps 
and build roads to the settle-
ments.

The exodus of the Mus-
lim minority Rohingyas be-
gan on August 25, when the 
Myanmar army launched 
an offensive in the region, 
following an attack by Ro-
hingya rebels on multiple 
government posts.

The UN High Commis-
sioner for Human Rights has 
said that ethnic cleansing of  
the Rohingyas could be tak-
ing place in Myanmar. 

Nonprofits have de-
nounced human rights viola-
tions and the international 
community has increased 
pressure on the Myanmar 
government over the military 
operation. 

Washington, Sep. 24 
(IANS): US President Don-
ald Trump has warned that 
the new ballistic missile 
“successfully” tested by Iran 
may be able to reach Israel. 

“Iran just test-fired a 
ballistic missile capable of  
reaching Israel. They are 
also working with North 
Korea.” Trump tweeted on 
Saturday.

“Not much of an agree-

ment we have!” the Presi-
dent added in his tweet, 
apparently alluding to the 
agreement signed in 2015 
between Tehran and six in-
ternational powers, includ-
ing the US, on Iran’s nuclear 
programme.

The president’s remarks 
came after Iran tested its 
new ballistic missile, called 
Khorramshahr, with a range 
of  2,000 km, which was 

unveiled on Friday for the 
first time during a military 
parade in Tehran.

T h e  m i s s i l e  w a s 
launched from an unknown 
location in Iran and a few 
hours after it was shown 
during the parade, the Irani-
an television channel Press 
TV released a video of the 
launch, on Saturday.

The Khorramshahr 
missile was paraded, de-

spite warnings from the 
US against Iran’s weapons 
program, in the presence of  
Iranian President Hassan 
Rouhani and senior military 
leaders.  The nuclear agree-
ment, signed in July 2015 by 
Iran and six major powers 
(US, Russia, China, France, 
UKm and Germany), ended 
12 years of conflict over Te-
hran’s controversial nuclear 
programme.

London, Sep. 24 (PTI): British Prime 
Minister Theresa May faced a plot 
from her senior cabinet ministers to 
oust her in the immediate aftermath 
of the June general election that saw 
the Conservative party lose its overall 
majority in Parliament, a new book 
has claimed.

The four most senior figures in her 
Cabinet Chancellor Philip Hammond, 
Foreign Secretary Boris Johnson, 
Brexit Secretary David Davis and 
Home Secretary Amber Rudd plotted 
to remove her following an election 
seen as a failed gamble by the British 
Prime Minister, according to ‘Fall Out, 
A Year Of Political Mayhem’.

Written by ‘The Sunday Times’ 
political editor Tim Shipman, with 
extracts published in the newspaper 
today, the book claims that Hammond 
texted Johnson in the early hours of  
the morning following the election on 
June 8 to say he would support him as 
the next leader.

It claims that a “triumvirate” plan 
was hatched under which Johnson 

would lead the UK as the new prime 
minister, Brexit Secretary Davis would 
handle the European Union with-
drawal and Hammond would run the 
country’s finances.

According to the latest political 
book, the plan failed once it became 
clear that May had not plans to step 
down and Davis indicated he could not 
work under Johnson.

Meanwhile, moderates with the 
Tory party, including former prime 
ministers David Cameron and John 
Major, and leading figures like George 
Osborne and Ruth Davidson are said 
to have gathered behind Rudd, with the 
home secretary reported to have said 
she was keen to run.

The revelations of the book came 
as the divisions within the top tier 
of  the government are at their most 
pronounced. Pro-Brexit Johnson has 
reportedly demanded a series of  as-
surances over May s recently proposed 
two-year transition period after Britain 
leaves the EU.

The foreign minister wants Britain 

not to adopt any new EU rules and 
regulations after it formally leaves in 
March 2019, according to The Sunday 
Telegraph .

The stance puts him on a collision 
course with the UK Treasury depart-
ment headed by Hammond, who 
wants a “status quo” transition.

Johnson also wants Britain to be 
able to sign trade deals during the 
transition period and opposes paying 
billions of pounds for access to the EU 
single market after 2021.

There are fears that Hammond is 
still pursuing a longer transition, with 
Johnson insisting two years is an abso-
lute limit as announced by May in a 
key speech in Florence, Italy, last week. 

While Johnson has publicly backed 
May s speech and has accepted the 
need for free movement and EU pay-
ments to continue during the transition 
period, the truce within the Cabinet is 
believed to be very precarious with a 
lack of consensus on the contours of  
the negotiations for Britain to leave 
the EU.

Washington, Sep. 24 (PTI/AP): 
President Donald Trump is expect-
ed to announce new restrictions on 
travel to the United States as his 
ban on visitors from six Muslim-
majority countries expires today, 
90 days after it went into effect.

The Department of Homeland 
Security has recommended the 
president sign off  on new, more 
targeted restrictions on foreign na-
tionals from countries it says refuse 
to share information with the US 
or haven’t taken necessary security 
precautions.

Officials haven’t said which or 
how many countries will be affect-
ed by the new restrictions, which 
could take effect as soon as today.

“The acting secretary has rec-
ommended actions that are tough 
and that are tailored, including 
restrictions and enhanced screen-
ing for certain countries,” said 
Miles Taylor, counselor to acting 
Homeland Security Secretary 

Elaine Duke.
The current ban bars citizens 

of  Iran, Libya, Somalia, Sudan, 
Syria and Yemen who lack a “cred-
ible claim of a bona fide relation-
ship with a person or entity in the 
United States” from entering the 
US.

Unlike Trump’s first travel ban, 
which sparked chaos at airports 
across the country and a flurry of  
legal challenges, officials said they 
have been working for months on 
the new rules, in collaboration with 
various agencies and in conversa-
tion with foreign governments.

The recommendations are 
based on a new baseline developed 
by DHS that includes factors such 
as whether countries issue elec-
tronic passports with biometric 
information and share information 
about travelers’ terror-related and 
criminal histories.

The US then shared those 
benchmarks with every country in 

the world and gave them 50 days 
to comply.

The citizens of countries that 
refused could now face travel 
restrictions and more stringent 
screening measures that would 
last indefinitely, until their govern-
ments complied.

Trump last week called for a 
“tougher” travel ban after a bomb 
partially exploded on a London 
subway.

“The travel ban into the United 
States should be far larger, tougher 
and more specific-but stupidly, that 
would not be politically correct!” 
he tweeted.

Critics have accused the presi-
dent of overstepping his authority 
and violating the US Constitu-
tion’s protections against religious 
bias. 

Trump had called for a “total 
and complete shutdown of Mus-
lims entering the United States” 
during his campaign.

Beirut, Sep. 24 (PTI/AFP): Russian air 
strikes have killed 45 members of a rebel 
group in the northwestern Syrian prov-
ince of Idlib, the Syrian Observatory for 
Human Rights monitor said today.

It was unclear why the strikes, which 
took place yesterday, targeted members 
of  the Faylaq al-Sham rebel group, 
which has taken part in peace talks 
supervised by Moscow in the Kazakh 
capital Astana.

The strikes hit the group in the prov-
ince of Idlib, which is part of a so-called 
“de-confliction” zone agreed in a deal 
between Syrian regime allies Russia and 
Iran, and rebel backer Turkey.

The Observatory initially reported a 
lower toll, but said the figure had risen 
as bodies were recovered after the strike 
on one of the rebel group’s headquarters 
on the outskirts of  the village of  Tal 
Mardikh.

Faylaq al-Sham is an Islamist rebel 
group considered close to the Muslim 
Brotherhood movement.

Mexico City, Sep. 24 
(IANS): The toll from the 
devastating September 19 
earthquake in Mexico has 
risen to 305, national Civil 
Protection Coordinator 
Luis Felipe Puente has 
said.

In an update of  the 
number of  deaths left by 
the magnitude 7 quake, 
Puente on Saturday speci-
fied that Mexico City had 
167 fatalities, Morelos had 
73 and Puebla 45, while 
there were 13 in Mexico 
State, six in Guerrero and 
one in Oaxaca, Efe news 
reported.

The number increased 
principally in Mexico City, 
where it went from 154 to 
167 in the last few hours, 
whereas in the states of  
Morelos, Puebla, Mexico, 
Guerrero and Oaxaca, no 
change was registered in 
the number of  victims.

Puente confirmed in 
another message that the 
search and rescue work to 
save any survivors has been 
resumed after the Magni-
tude 6.1 temblor this Sat-
urday.

Saturday’s  se i smic 
movement is one of  the 
4,287 aftershocks of  the 
magnitude 8.2 earthquake 
on September 7, the most 
powerful since 1932, and 
whose epicentre was off  the 
coast of  the southern state 
of  Chiapas.

Puente said that be-
cause of  protocol, the 
work of  digging through 
the rubble was suspended 
for a brief  period of  time 
in order to study the state 
of  the structures after the 
new quake, which caused 
the collapse of  a bridge 
originally damaged in the 
September 7 temblor. 

Mexico City, Sep. 24 
(IANS): Four persons 
died as a result of  a mag-
nitude-6.1 aftershock that 
caused alarm in Mexico on 
Saturday, four days after a 
magnitude-7.1 earthquake 
left at least 305 dead.

Two women died of  a 
heart attack in Mexico City 
after a seismic alert system 
was activated by the temblor, 
Efe news reported.

People ran into the 
streets as alarms sounded 
after the quake hit the state 
of  Oaxaca, some 520 km 
south of Mexico City, BBC 
reported.

Some buildings already 
damaged and a bridge col-
lapsed in the state.

Tuesday’s quake left at 
least 305 dead. Hope is fad-
ing that more survivors can 
be rescued from the rubble.

Saturday’s earthquake 
struck near the city of Ma-
tias Romero and was rela-
tively shallow, with a depth 
of 9 km, the US Geological 

Survey said.
Mexico’s disaster agency 

said it was an aftershock of  
the magnitude 8.1 earth-
quake that hit the state on 7 
September, in which at least 
90 people died.

The tremor was mild in 
Mexico City but thousands 
of  residents, many wear-
ing pyjamas, ran into the 
streets when seismic alarms 
sounded.

There were no reports 
of new damage in the capi-
tal and rescue efforts were 
still the priority, Mexico 
City’s Mayor Miguel Ángel 
Mancera said on Twitter.

He said that two people 
had died from heart attacks 
- local media said the vic-
tims were women aged 58 
and 83. The country’s elite 
team of  rescuers, known 
as “the moles”, are leading 
the volunteer rescue efforts. 
The group was formed in 
the wake of the devastating 
1985 earthquake that killed 
up to 10,000 people. 

AP/PTI

Search and rescue workers remove a painting from a felled office 
building brought down by a 7.1-magnitude earthquake, as others 
raise their arms as a sign for people to maintain silence during their 
search for survivors in the Roma Norte neighborhood of Mexico City, 
Saturday, Sept. 23, 2017. 
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Liam Payne, Cheryl are ‘basically’ married
One Direction star Liam Payne says he and singer Cheryl are “basically at that stage” 
where they can be considered husband and wife. “It’s a ridiculous place to be in. She’s 
even more amazing than I thought. I was watching her do ‘Fight for this love’ (Cheryl’s 
debut solo single from 2009) when I was a kid, and now we’re together with a kid. I feel 
like I’m X Factor’s biggest winner,” Payne told telegraph.co.uk. The couple welcomed 
son Bear together earlier this year. “I feel great about what’s going on in my life. I’m 
extremely lucky. I feel like I’m in a comatose dream. I’m like, ‘when did I last bump my 
head?’ because I can’t believe this. “We think about the same things. She understands 
what my life is like. She knows what it’s like to sit on the Graham Norton couch (or) we 
can talk about her L’Oréal work. It’s not that we’re ‘a brand’ as a family, but we can help 
each other,” he added. (IANS)

For now, no Chetan Bhagat books, FB 
post writing course in DU syllabus 

I never perform 
thinking about 
awards —
Raghubir Yadav

Demi Lovato 
named Global 
Citizen 
Mental Health 
Ambassador

‘The Accidental Prime Minister’ will be a balanced film —Mehta

10 am, 5.30 pm- Kingsman: 
The golden circle (Eng) 12.30 pm, 8 pm- Bhoomi (Hindi) 3 pm- Haseena Parkar (Hindi)

TickeT raTes
Silver Rs. 80
Gold Rs. 150

Platinum Rs. 320

HILL STAR 
Movie Schedule

Hill Star is thrilled to announce 
its valued HillStarCinema 

fans that the hall is now live at 
BookMyShowIN You can now 

BUY tickets online! 

Judas Priest announced as final 
Bloodstock headliner for 2018

Seann William Scott didn’t plan career in comedyT
he 25-year-old singer has 
been known for champi-
oning the fight to end the stigma 
surrounding mental health, and 
during Global Citizen’s annual 

music festival on Saturday (23.09.17) 
she was named as the ambassador for 
thousands of  children who have been 
displaced in Iraq and other vulnerable 
communities.

Speaking on stage about her 
new title, Demi said: “Ending the 
stigma around mental health con-
ditions and supporting internally 
displaced children to build physi-
cal and mental resilience through 
education and access to justice is 
not a choice, it needs to happen, and 
it needs to happen now.”

The ‘Sorry Not Sorry’ hitmaker, 
along with Global Citizen, will help 
fund the expansion of  a Save the 
Children pilot program entitled Heal-
ing and Education through the Arts, 
which will help violence-scarred 
young people living in Iraq’s Kirkuk 
and Salah al Din areas.

Demi has previously been open 
with her own struggles surround-
ing mental health, having previ-
ously battled eating disorders and 
substance abuse, as well as hav-
ing been diagnosed with bipolar 
disorder.

Meanwhile, the ‘Confident’ 
singer recently revealed she sees 
a therapist “twice a week” to 
help maintain her five years of  
sobriety.

She said: “Every day is a 
battle. You just have to take it 
one day at a time, some days 
are easier than others and 
some days you forget about 
drinking and using, but for 
me, I work on my physical 
health, which is important, 
but my mental health as 
well. 

“I see a therapist twice 
a week. I make sure I stay 
on my medications. I go to 
AA meetings. I do what I 
can physically in the gym. 
I make it a priority.”

Femalefirst.co.uk

T
he proposal by Delhi 
University’s English 
department to in-
clude author Chetan 
Bhagat’s novels in 

the literature curriculum and 
introduce a course on writing 
Facebook posts has hit a road-
block following opposition from 
teachers of various colleges.

The university has decided 
to put the proposal on hold and 
formed a review committee to 
recommend if it can be taken up 
in the next academic session.

“It was felt that there is 
arbitrariness in framing and 

modification of the syllabus. It 
has also come to light that the 
department has been in practice 
of favouring some authors and 
publishers, even by going out of  
the way of normal practice and 
justification,” read the minutes 
of meeting in which the panel 
was formed.

“It seems through the 
reactions which came after the 
proposal that all of a sudden 
one big change has been made 
in the undergraduate English 
course -introduction of Chetan 
Bhagat’s Five Point Someone 
in the popular fiction paper of  

the syllabus. National dailies did 
considerable reporting on the is-
sue, Twitter was ‘shocked’ with 
the news and Facebook and 
WhatsApp were no behind with 
comments and counter com-
ments on the story,” the minutes 
added.

Bestselling author Chetan 
Bhagat had announced on 
Twitter in April that his book 
had been included in the DU 
curriculum.

DU had confirmed that the 
department was considering the 
proposal made by the Choice 
Based Credit System (CBCS) 

committee and that Bhagat’s 
book would be taught along 
with fiction novels by American 
novelist and poet Louisa M 
Alcott, crime novelist Agatha 
Christie and Harry Potter writer 
J K Rowling.

The CBCS committee had 
also recommended making Fa-
cebook post writing to be part of  
a course on “academic writing”.

Both moves had drawn 
sharp reactions from literature 
enthusiasts and various English 
teachers who argued whether 
they really counted as literature.

“The committee has been 

formed to look into procedural 
lapses in syllabi design and 
modification, who were the 
members of the CBCS com-
mittee, was there sufficient 
representation from colleges, 
were all members informed 
about the modification and 
their approval sought,” a senior 
official of the English depart-
ment told PTI. 

“While the university has 
not set a deadline for the review 
committee but modification, 
if any, is not happening in this 
academic session for sure.” 

PTI 

“Newton” 
may be his sixth movie to 
be selected as India’s of-
ficial entry to the Oscars, 
but veteran theatre-film 
actor Raghubir Yadav 
says awards are not his 
priority and doing good 
cinema has always been 
his focus.

In a career span-
ning over three decades, 
Yadav has been a part of  
six films that were sent 
for the Oscars, including 
Deepa Mehta’s Indo-
Canadian film “Water”, 
Kalpana Lajmi- directed 
“Rudaali”, Shekar Ka-
pur’s “Bandit Queen” and 
his latest film “Newton”.

Two of  his films, Mira 
Nair’s “Salaam Bombay” 
and Aamir Khan-starrer 
“Lagaan”, made it to the 
final Oscars nominations.

In an interview with 
PTI, Yadav says, “I have 
never thought about or 
calculated these things 
as my entire focus is 
on giving my best as an 
actor. I don’t pay atten-
tion on a film going for 
Oscars, I feel if  the film is 
good then it will get the 
love and recognition it 
deserves.

“I do my work with 
utmost honesty and even 
the films that I did - ‘Sa-
laam Bombay’, ‘Water’, 
‘Lagaan’ and ‘Newton’ - 
were made with honesty.” 

The actor says he 
is particular about his 
choice of  characters and 

prefers doing films that 
he believes will leave an 
impact on the audience.

“If  the film is good 
then it will go anywhere, 
be it the Oscars or any 
other award. When the 
script is good, one gets an 
idea that it will do well 
in every which way, be it 
commercially or in terms 
of  awards and interna-
tional recognition. The 
sensibility of  a director 
matters the most.” 

The actor says he disa-
grees with a notion that 
commercial films are low 
on content and indie films 
are always good.

“It is a wrong percep-
tion that commercial 
films cannot be good. 
They can be good if  made 
with good intent. The 
films that I acted in and 
got nominated for Oscars 
were never made with the 
intention of  making them 
commercial.

“But at the same time, 
there are big-budget films 
that have not done well 
because the story was not 
good. For independent 
cinema too, it is not easy 
as these films also need 
to have good story to 
become a hit.” 

Directed by Amit 
Masurkar, “Newton” 
features Rajkummar Rao 
in the lead. It also stars 
Pankaj Tripathi, Anjali 
Patil and Sanjay Mishra. 

The film released on 
September 22.

PTI

A
ctor Seann William 
Scott has starred in all 
six instalments of the 
hit franchise “American 
Pie”, but comedy was 

not the genre he was looking for.
Scott, 40, shot to fame as Steven 

Stifler in the franchise which took 
off  in 1999. But he says he never 
thought about doing comedy and 
that he just wanted to be an actor, 
reports femalefirst.co.uk.

The actor told 
Total Film mag-
azine: “I’m 

actually 
starting a 
movie, 

‘Green 

Dolphin’, though that’s my first drama. When I 
first moved to Los Angeles to be an actor, it never 
occurred to me to do comedies. I didn’t even really 
watch comedies. I grew up watching Hal Ashby 
movies and Kubrick and, just dark. And then I did 
50 ‘American Pie’ movies.”

“I feel like I’ve won the lottery. I’m a huge film 
fan, so the fact that I’ve been able to have a career 
making films is pretty incredible. I felt like the 
luckiest kid in the world on ‘American Pie’, and 
every movie I’ve done since I’ve gotten luckier,” he 

added. 
IANS

J
udas Priest have 
been revealed as the 
final headliner of  
Bloodstock festival 
2018.

The announcement was 
made exclusively on the 
Metal Hammer Facebook 

page via a Facebook Live video 
with Bloodstock organisers 
Vicky Hungerford and Adam 
Gregory, plus Judas Priest’s own 
Ian Hill.

Speaking about their upcom-
ing headline slot, the band say 
they are “thrilled, honoured 

and primed, ready to unleash 
Priest-style metal fury into the 
headbanging heart and home of  
heavy metal at Bloodstock!” 

This will be Judas Priest’s 
first ever appearance at Blood-
stock festival.

Femalefirst.co.uk

D
irector 
Hansal 
Mehta, who 
is writing the 
film adapta-

tion of “The Accidental 
Prime Minister”, says the 
movie will have a balanced 
account of Dr Manmohan 
Singh’s stint as the prime 
minister.

The movie is based on 
the book of the same name 
written by Singh’s former 
media adviser Sanjaya 
Baru.

Filmmakers often face 
trouble from the Central 
Board of Film Certifica-
tion (CBFC) and political 
outfits if a movie has a 
political background. Me-
hta, however, says he does 
not get bothered by such 
pressure.

In an interview with 
PTI, Mehta says, “I am 

never bothered about it. 
‘The Accidental Prime 
Minister’ is in early stages 
of development. It is an 
important film and the idea 
is to make it in a very bal-
anced manner.” 

Actor Anupam Kher 
will play the role of the 
former prime minister in 
the movie.

The 2014 memoir 
gives a detailed account of  
Singh’s tenure (2004-2014) 
and an insight into the 
Indian political scenario 
during those years.

The film, slated to re-
lease later next year, will be 
directed by debutant Vijay 
Ratnakar Gutte.

Mehta is excited about 
his upcoming directorial 
venture “Omerta”. The 
film chronicles the story of  
the British-born terror-
ist Ahmed Omar Saeed 

Sheikh, who kidnapped 
and murdered Wall Street 
Journal reporter Daniel 

Pearl in 2002.
“’Omerta’ is a political 

thriller and it had its world 

premier in Toronto. It is 
explosive and can be con-
troversial.

But I am not shying 
away from it,” says the 
director.

Mehta adds that be it 
“Shahid” or now “Omer-
ta”, he has never struggled 
to find like-minded people, 
who support a true story 
and not shy away from 
taking risks.

“I have never struggled 
to find like-minded people, 
who would support your 
vision wholeheartedly 
and give the film as much 
love as you would give it. 
Money is the by-product. 
You need people to invest 
in your ideas.” 

The makers are plan-
ning to release “Omerta” 
later this year or early next 
year.

PTI
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Jelena Ostapenko (pictured) rallied from a set down in 
Seoul to beat Brazil’s Beatriz Haddad Maia 6-7 (5), 6-1, 6-4, 
in a match that lasted two hours and 15 minutes.

Eliud Kipchoge of Kenya crosses the finish line to win the men’s race at the Berlin Marathon on September 
24, 2017.

Caroline Wozniacki of Denmark holds the championship trophy after her victory against Anastasia Pavly-
uchenkova of Russia, at the Pan Pacific Open in Tokyo, on September 24, 2017.

AP/PTI

From left, U.S. first lady Melania Trump, Britain’s Prince Harry and Canada’s Governor General David John-
ston attend the opening ceremonies of the Invictus Games in Toronto on Saturday.
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Wozniacki whips Russian 
to retain WTA Tokyo crown

Kenya’s Kipchoge wins Berlin 
marathon, but misses record

Trudeau , Melania Trump, Prince 
Harry inaugurate Invictus Games

Ex-Himalaya MTB champion to try his luck again

ICC launches probe into Sri Lanka cricketRider Ito wins 600cc 
category of Asia Road Racing

Young shuttler dies during practice at SAI complex

Latvia’s Ostapenko wins Korea Open tennis

Tokyo, Sep. 24 (AFP): De-
fending champion Caroline 
Wozniacki romped to a 6-0, 
7-5 victory over Russia’s 
Anastasia Pavlyuchenkova 
on Sunday to win her third 
WTA Pan Pacific Open.

The Danish former 
world number one needed 
only 75 minutes to com-
plete the rout under the 
Tokyo sunshine, capturing 
her first title of  the year 
after losing in six finals.

Third seed Wozniacki 
stormed through the first 
set in just 22 minutes, blaz-
ing winners past a stunned 
Pavlyuchenkova.

The Russian saved a 

match point in the 10th 
game of the second set be-
fore Wozniacki converted 
on her third opportunity, 
the world number six fizz-
ing a backhand pass down 
the line to claim her 26th 
career title.

“It was my seventh final 
this year and obviously 
after a while it gets harder 
and harder,” said Wozni-
acki after winning her first 
tournament since Hong 
Kong in October last year.

“Obviously I’ve won 
here in the past and it has 
great memories for me so 
I’m happy I was able to stay 
focused and aggressive,” 

she added.
“Everything was going 

my way in the first set. The 
second set was tricky but 
I managed to stay positive 
and it feels great to win 
the title again. It was awe-
some.”

Wozniacki, also Tokyo 
winner in 2010 and runner-
up in 2014, joined former 
greats Steffi Graf and Ga-
briela Sabatini with three 
Pan Pacific Open crowns.

Martina Hingis holds 
the record with five.

Wozniacki, who de-
stroyed world number one 
Garbine Muguruza 6-2, 
6-0 in the semi-finals, nev-

Berlin, Sep. 24 (AFP): Ke-
nya’s Olympic champion 
Eliud Kipchoge underlined 
his status as the world’s best 
current long-distance run-
ner by winning the Berlin 
men’s marathon on Sun-
day, but missed the world 
record.

Kipchoge clocked an 
official time of  two hours, 
three minutes 32 seconds 
after holding off  the chal-
lenge of  Ethiopia’s Guye 
Adola, who finished 14 
seconds back on his debut 
at the distance (42.195km, 
26.219 mi).

Ethiopia’s Mosinet Ge-
remew finished third, clock-
ing 2:06:12.

“The conditions were 
not easy, because of  the 
rain, but fortunately there 
was not too much wind,” 
said Kipchoge.

In the women’s race, 
Kenya’s Gladys Cherono 
won in 02:20:23 with Ruti 
Aga of  Ethiopia second at 
0.18secs back and Valary 
Aiyabei of  Kenya taking 
third at 0.30.

Heavy rain the night 
before and constant drizzle 
during the race meant the 

er gave Pavlyuchenkova a 
chance in their first meeting 
since 2012.

There were early warn-
ing signs for the Russian 
after Wozniacki pulled off  
an outrageous backhand 
from way outside the court 
that flashed past the net post 
and nibbled the line to give 
her a 3-0 lead in the first set.

As she slumped deject-
edly in her chair, Pavly-
uchenkova squabbled with 
coach Simon Goffin.

Despite being told not 
to by her coach, the world 
number 23 continued to 
sulk as Wozniacki produced 
an exquisite drop volley 
to take the next game and 
a crunching backhand to 
claim the set.

Pavlyuchenkova man-
aged to get on the score-
board in the second set and 
cracked a sheepish grin after 
winning her first game.

But she never looked 
like adding to the titles she 
won in Monterrey and Ra-
bat.

“The first three games 
were the key,” said Pav-
lyuchenkova, who beat 
former world number one 
Angelique Kerber in the 
semi-finals.

“I just felt a bit unlucky, 
it was strange. That’s why 
I was a little down on my-
self,” added the Russian.

“I tried to go for it but 
I felt a little flat and didn’t 
have enough energy and 
Caroline was playing amaz-
ing tennis.”

world record of 2:02.57, set 
in Berlin by Dennis Kimetto 
of  Kenya in 2014, did not 
fall as expected.

However, there were 
surprises as both former 
world record holder Wil-
son Kipsang and last year’s 
winner Kenenisa Bekele 
dropped out after the half-
way stage.

Bekele, who had tar-
geted the world record, 
dropped off  the lead group 
just after the halfway mark 
with laboured running and 

eventually failed to finish.
K i p s a n g  s u d d e n ly 

stopped at the 30kms point 
and was clearly ill.

“I’m glad I beat Adola, 
I did not expect to fight 
against someone other than 
Bekele or Kipsang,” added 
Kipchoge, who was left to 
go head-to-head with Ad-
ola, who ran a superb race.

The 26-year-old Adola, 
who took bronze at the 
2014 world half  marathon 
championships, held the 
lead in the closing stages be-

fore Kipchoge took charge.
The 32-year-old Kip-

choge, who won the Lon-
don Marathon in a course 
record in April, has now 
won eight of  his last nine 
marathons dating back to 
2013.

With six kilometres to 
go, Adola threatened to 
claim a shock win when he 
made a break, but Kipchoge 
stayed in his wake, closing 
the 10-metre gap and re-
gained the lead for the final 
two kilometres.

Toronto, Sep. 24 (IANS): 
Canadian Prime Minister 
Justin Trudeau along with 
US First Lady Melania 
Trump and UK’s Prince 
Harry inaugurated the In-
victus Games for military 
veterans with disabilities 
or injuries here.

The eight-day event, es-
tablished in 2014 by Prince 
Harry, includes over 550 
injured soldiers and vet-
erans from 17 countries 
competing in 12 adaptive 
sports, reports Efe news. 
This event marked the first 
solo foreign trip for Mela-
nia Trump.

Prior to the official 
opening of  the third edi-
tion of  the Invictus Games 
on Saturday evening, Me-
lania Trump met Prince 
Harry for the first time. 
She invited Prince Harry 
to visit the White House 
at “any time”.

Melania Trump also 
met with Trudeau, his 
wife, Sophie-Gregoire, and 
their three children prior 
to the event. Afterwards, 
Melania Trump held a 
reception with the approxi-
mately 100 US competi-
tors participating where 
she said: “On behalf  of  
my husband and our entire 
country, I want to thank 
you and your families for 
all you have sacrificed to 
keep us safe.”

Chennai, Sep. 24 (IANS): 
Rider Yuki Ito from Japan 
came up with a mature 
ride to snatch a fine win in 
the premier SuperSports 
600cc class as the fifth 
round of  the Asia Road 
Racing Championship, 
hosted by the Madras Mo-
tor Sports Club, concluded 
at the MMRT track here on 
Sunday.

After chasing front-
runner Md Zaqhwan Zaidi 
(Malaysia, Honda) -- win-
ner of  the first race on Sat-
urday -- for much of  the 14 
laps, Ito, astride a Yama-
ha, finally made his move 
in the 12th to ease into 
the lead and never looked 
back. Zaidi hung on to his 
second place while Japan’s 
Taiga Hada (Honda) fin-
ished third.

Championship leader 
Malaysian Azlan Shah 
Kamaruzaman’s wretched 
weekend after his high-side 

crash during Friday’s prac-
tice session, continued as 
he ended the race in 12th 
spot. More significantly, 
he slipped to fourth in the 
championship while Zaidi 
jumped to top spot, fol-
lowed by Hada and Ito, 
who are tied on points.

India’s Shankar Sarath 
Kumar (Honda), though 
putting in an improved 
performance in terms of  
lap time, finished 13th.

Earlier, Indonesian 
Galang Hendra Pratama 
(Yamaha) hung on grimly 
to his lead to win the Asia 
Production 250cc race 
ahead of  two Japanese, 
Saturday’s first race win-
ner Tomoyoshi Koyama 
(Honda) and Takehiro 
Yamamoto (Honda).

The race,  declared 
“wet” following showers, 
was hard-fought and the 
track conditions were quite 
treacherous, but Pratama, 

after getting ahead of  the 
field, controlled the pace to 
score a comfortable victory.

The lone Indian en-
try in this category, Rajiv 
Sethu, retired after five 
laps following a crash that 
followed an off-track excur-
sion in slippery conditions.

For the second day run-
ning, Malaysians occupied 
all the three podium spots 
in the Underbone 150cc 
class with Azroy Hakeem 
Anuar holding off  Md 
Akid Aziz and Md Haziq 
Md Fairues with less than a 
second separating the trio.

In the two MMSC One-
Make Championship sup-
port races, which were of  
academic interest since the 
titles were already sealed, 
Ranchi’s Amit Richard 
Topno topped the Honda 
CBR 250 (Open) category 
while Sivanesan S took 
the honours in the TVS 
Apache 200 (Open) race.

Dubai, Sep. 24 (PTI): The International 
Cricket Council (ICC) has launched an anti-
corruption investigation in Sri Lanka but did 
not specify if  any particular series involving 
the country is under the scanner.

The ICC’s Anti-Corruption Unit (ACU) 
officers had recently visited the country as 
part of  the probe, the world body said in a 
statement.

“The ICC Anti-Corruption Unit works to 
uphold integrity in cricket and this includes 
conducting investigations where there are 
reasonable grounds to do so,” ICC’s Gen-
eral Manager ACU, Alex Marshall, said in 
a statement. Sri Lanka had lost a home ODI 
series against Zimbabwe 2-3 before suffering 
a whitewash at the hands of  India, losing 
three Tests, five ODIs and a one-off  T20 
International.

The ICC statement came a day 
after Sri Lanka Cricket (SLC) said 
that 40 of  its contracted players 
called for an immediate inquiry 
into certain “shocking” allegations 
made by former player and selec-
tor, Pramodya Wickramasinghe, 
insinuating unnatural and mysteri-
ous match patterns.

“There is  currently an ICC 
(ACU) investigation underway in Sri Lanka. 
Naturally as part of  this we are talking to a 
number of  people.

“We will not comment any further on an 
ongoing investigation. If  anyone has infor-
mation that would assist the ACU in its en-
quiries, we would urge 
them to g e t  i n 

touch.” 

According to SLC sources, at least three 
members of  the ICC’s anti-corruption units 
arrived in Sri Lanka to meet with its cricket 

officials.
They have addressed the members of  the 

Sri Lankan team which is due to leave this 
week for the UAE to play Pakistan in two 
Tests, five ODIs and three T20Is.

The 46-year-old Wickramasinghe, a for-
mer fast bowler who played 40 Tests and 134 
ODIs, had made the allegations during an 
interview to a local television station.

He had alleged that there were “unnatural 
match patterns” and player selections, while 
blaming the current management for the 
team’s poor performance.

However, Wickramesinghe later said in 
a statement: “At no point I was making al-
legations against players, what I did was to 
bring out floating rumors and call for a proper 
inquiry.” 

In its statement, SLC said that the 
players expressed profound “shock and 
displeasure” and rejected the allegations 
as totally “baseless, disparaging and hurt-
ful”. The players urged SLC to initiate 
an immediate inquiry by summoning 
Wickremasinghe as they had all been 
slandered by his “diabolic allegations”.

However, SLC did not say if  it had 
launched such an inquiry.

Former Sri Lanka captain Arjuna 
Ranatunga, in July, had also demanded an 
inquiry into the team’s defeat to India in the 
2011 World Cup final in Mumbai.

The opening ceremony 
of  the Toronto Invictus 
Games also saw Prince 
Harry meet with his girl-
friend, American actress 
Meghan Markle. Markle, 
who resides in Toronto, 
attended the opening cer-
emony but did not sit with 
Harry.

The American actress 
witnessed the opening cer-
emony sitting several rows 
behind, whilst Ukrainian 

President Petro Porosh-
enko and his wife Maryna; 
the Trudeau couple, Mela-
nia Trump, Prince Harry 
and Governor General of  
Canada David Johnston, 
and his wife Sharon sat 
together in the VIP area.

The Canadian Prime 
Minister said: “The Invic-
tus Games are a unique 
and powerful way to hon-
our those who have sacri-
ficed so much on behalf  of  

their country.
“They represent the 

best and deserve our grati-
tude forever. Over the next 
eight days, the Invictus 
Games will put the spot-
light on the strength and 
resilience that character-
ized their service. Sophie 
and I wish every competi-
tor the best of  luck.” 

The  2017  Inv ic tus 
Games will conclude on 
September 30.

Seoul, Sep. 24 (AFP): Top seed 
Jelena Ostapenko clinched victo-
ry at the Korea Open on Sunday, 
defeating Brazil’s Beatriz Haddad 
Maia in a closely contested three-
set final. The 20-year-old French 
Open champion from Latvia ral-
lied from a set down to beat the 
debutante finalist 6-7 (5), 6-1, 6-4, 
in a match that lasted two hours 
and 15 minutes.

“I’m really happy to win 
my second title here and in my 
career,” Ostapenko said after the 
match. “I enjoyed playing here 
and to also see so many Latvian 
flags is amazing.”

Sunday’s win was Ostap-
enko’s first hardcourt title since 

her upset victory over third-seed 
Simona Halep at the French 
Open in June.

Despite her defeat, Haddad 
Maia said competing in her first 
Women’s Tennis Association fi-
nals had been a good experience.

“This match today was really 
tight. Both of  us were playing 
very well,” she said.

Ostapenko, the first Latvian 
to win a Grand Slam tourna-
ment, was a huge crowd favourite 
in Seoul throughout the week-
long tournament.

The final match drew around 
9,000 spectators, Yonhap news 
agency said, the tournament’s 
first sellout since it began in 2004.

Shimla, Sep. 24 (IANS): 
Former Himalaya Moun-
tain Biking (MTB) cham-
pion Cor y Wallace is 
among the top bikers set 
to race again in the state’s 
off-road tracks at the 13th 
Hero MTB Himalaya this 
month, event organisers 
said on Sunday.

Other top riders include 
US’ Thomas Turner, who 
finished fourth in 2016, 
Spain’s Pao Zamora, who 
is the team manager for 
Buff  Scott MTB Team, and 
Thomas Engelsgjerd, win-
ner of  Glacier 360.

Teams from 14 coun-
tries including Portugal, 
Spain, the US and Austra-
lia are participating, besides 
Indian riders, comprising 
defence forces personnel, 
Mohit Sood, President of  
the Himalayan Adven-

ture Sports and Tourism 
Promotion Association 
(HASTPA) told IANS.

HASTPA is the local 
club that organises the 
MTB Himalaya rally every 
year.

The nine-day race, 
touted as one of  the tough-
est across the globe, will 
start from Shimla on Sep-
tember 28 and conclude 
in Dharamsala town, the 
abode of  Tibetan spiritual 
leader the Dalai Lama, on 
October 7.

It will traverse a dis-
tance of  650 km over eight 
stages with an elevation 
gain of  16,500 metres.

Canadian rider Wal-
lace, 33, who is currently 
the WEMBO World Solo 
24-Hour Mountain Bike 
champion, will be partici-
pating in the Open Men 

Solo category.
He is sponsored by 

Kona Bikes and loves rid-
ing on Indian trails.

Wallace, who axes trees 
in forests for two months 
and cycles on off-road 
tracks across the globe 
the rest of  the year, was 
crowned the ‘King of  Hi-
malayas’ title in 2014 in the 
MTB Himalaya.

Last year, he partici-
pated in the race but failed 
to defend his title from Ger-
man Andi Seewald, who is 
the current ‘King of  Hima-
layas’. The race saw a close 
contest between Wallace, 
Seewald and seven-time 
world champion and Aus-
tralian rider Jason English 
last year.

The incumbent ‘Queen 
of  Himalayas’ Catherine 
Williamson will also be 

returning this season in 
MTB Himalaya to defend 
her title. She made a hat-
trick last year after winning 
the race in the Women Solo 
category.

She was followed by 
Por tuguese r ider  I lda 
Periera and German Nai-
ma Medlen.

“It feels amazing to 
sit back and stuff  on dif-
ferent Indian curries after 
peddling on bumpy Indian 
trails,” Williamson, 35, 
said. Shimla-based Ankush 
Arya, who rides for Hero 
Action team, got an op-
portunity to compete with 
Wallace and Williamson 
in the last season. This time 
too he will be participating.

“It is a great exposure 
for Indian riders to be com-
peting against top interna-
tional riders,” Arya said.

Kolkata, Sep. 24 (IANS): 
An 18-year-old shuttler 
collapsed and died while 
practicing at the Sports 
Authority of  India (SAI) 
complex here, officials said 
on Sunday. The body of  
Niharendu Mallick has 
been sent to a hospital for 
autopsy, his coach M.M. 

Samantray said. 
While practicing with 

three others, Niharendu 
collapsed on Saturday and 
was rushed to a private 
hospital nearby. He was 
declared dead on arrival. 
The death was said to be 
due to cardiac arrest and 
brain hemorrhage.

It was learnt that Ni-
harendu, who comes from 
a humble background, was 
training on empty stomach. 
He was a resident of  Bar-
rackpore. 

“It is very sad news 
for all of  us at SAI,” SAI 
regional director Manmeet 
Singh Goindi told IANS.

Niharendu was part of  
SAI’s pay and play scheme 
and was trying hard to 
break into the regular team.

“His father had just 
retired from Railways and 
he was the eldest son in the 
family. I really can’t express 
in words how sad I am,” 
Goindi added.



Winner Viktor Axelsen (L) of Denmark and runner-up Lee Chong Wei (R) of Malaysia pose during the 
awards ceremony after the men's singles final match at the Japan Open Badminton Championships in 
Tokyo.

Repsol Honda Team's Spanish rider Marc Marquez celebrates winning the MOTO GP race of 
the Moto Grand Prix of Aragon at the Motorland circuit in Alcaniz on Sunday, September 24.
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India beat the Aussies by 5 wkts to 
clinch ODI series; grab no. 1 spot

51 teams confirm participation in 18th NSF Martyrs’ Memorial Trophy

Axelsen, Marin claim singles titles at Japan Open

Milan lose at Samp despite VAR reprieve

Marquez earns his 5th victory in 2017 at Aragon Grand Prix

East Bengal win record 8th consecutive CFL title

Organising Committee and ASU officials pose for lens after the press briefing at Kohima local ground.
EM Images

Indian batsman Hardik Pandya plays a shot during the 3rd ODI 
cricket match against Australia at Holkar Stadium in Indore on 
Sunday. 

PTI

Alcaniz (Spain), Sep. 24 (IANS): 
Spanish Repsol Honda rider Marc 
Marquez on Sunday clinched his 
fifth victory this season at the Ara-
gon motorcycle Grand Prix.

Defending champion Marquez 
crossed the finish line first, clock-
ing 42 minutes and 6.816 seconds 
to be the sole leader of  the Mo-
toGP World Standing 2017 with 
224 points and just four races left, 
reports Efe news agency. 

Ducati's Italian rider Andrea 
Dovizioso, who was sharing the 
top spot with Marquez before 
today's race, lost ground to the 
Spaniard and came seventh, 7.455 
seconds off  the pace. 

Dovizioso is now second in the 
general standings, 16 points behind 
the Spanish rider.

Coming in second on Sunday 
was Ducati's Spanish racer Dani 
Pedrosa, 0.879 seconds slower 
than the winner.

Another Spanish rider, Jorge 
Lorenzo (Ducati), completed the 
podium.

Italian Valentino Rossi (Yama-
ha), who got back to competition 

Indore, Sep. 24 (PTI): All-
rounder Hardik Pandya 
rose to the occasion yet 
again with a fluent 78-run 
knock as India registered 
a comfortable five-wicket 
win over Australia in the 
third ODI to grab the num-
ber one spot, here today.

Chasing 294 for a win, 
India overhauled the target 
with 13 balls to spare in 
front of  a packed Holkar 
stadium to take a series-
clinching 3-0 lead.

Openers Rohit Sharma 
(71) and Ajikya Rahane 
(70) set the platform for 
the win with their 131-run 
partnership while Pandya 
steered the side to victory 
with his crucial knock, 
which came off  72 balls.

Australia opener Aaron 
Finch's fluent century came 
to a nought due to self-
destructive batting by Aus-
tralia in the last 10 overs.

Finch, playing his first 
game of  the series, had 
placed Australia at a com-
manding 232 for two in 
40 overs with his 124-run 
innings but they lost plot 
after that.

When they could have 
gone for a kill and a score 
in the vicinity of  350, all 
Australia could manage 
was just 59 runs and lost 
four wickets to settle for 
293 for six. India faced a 
few anxious moments in 
their run chase after losing 
the set openers along with 
captain Virat Kohli (28) 
and Kedar Jadhav (2) but 
Pandya, who had played 
crucial role in India's win in 
the series-opener in Chen-
nai, ensured there were no 
more hiccups.

He kept Australia un-
der pressure with his confi-
dent batting as he not only 
rotated the strike comfort-
ably but also smacked four 
sixes off  Ashton Agar to 
keep the run-rate under 
control.

Pandya found a good 
partner in Manish Pandey 
(36) as they went about 
their business calmly and 

Our Correspondent 
Kohima, Sep. 24 (EMN): 
Altogether 50 teams from 
two states – Manipur and 
Nagaland have confirmed 
participation in the 18th 
edition martyr students’ 
memorial soccer champi-
onship in Kohima from 
September 26 to October 
21.  

Christened Naga Stu-
dents’ Federation (NSF) 
Martyrs’ Memorial Trophy 
2017 is a prestigious foot-
ball tournament in Naga-
land annual organised by 
Angami Students’ Union, 
ASU on the theme ‘Goal 
for Peace’, said organising 
committee convener Ke-
zhazer and ASU President 
Visako Rino along with 
others while briefing media 
persons on the tournament 
at the local ground here this 
evening.

Nagaland Minister for 
PWD (Roads and Bridges), 
Dr. Neikiesalie Nicky Kire 
will grace the inaugural 
function of the tournament 
as the chief guest on Tues-
day at 1PM.

The 51 teams, include 
39 from Kohima, four from 
Dimapur, two from Phek 
and one each from Kiphire 
and Peren districts while 
four teams are from Ma-
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nipur State, said Metevizo 
Sophie organizing commit-
tee member.

The inaugural match 
will be played between de-
fending champions Naga-
land Police DGP Team Red 
and New Reserve Youth 
Organisation.

Organising committee 
member Sedevikho said 
entry on the inaugural day 
will be free while special 
arrangements have been 
made for citizens and peo-
ple with disabilities to wit-
ness the tournament.

He also informed that 

while there is entry fee of  
Rs 30 per head on other 
days students in uniforms 
will also be allowed free 
entry after school hours.

ASU President Rino 
has urged the spectators to 
maintain cleanliness of the 
galleries and also to avoid 
intoxicants during the tour-
nament.

The 26-day long tourna-
ment is an annual feature of  
ASU since late 1980s as a 
mark of respect and honour 
of late Kekuojalie Sachü of  
Kohima Village and late 
Vikhozo Yhoshü of  Kig-

wema Village, organising 
committee convenor Ke-
zhazer Angami and ASU 
president Visako Rino told 
media persons here today.

An amount of  Rs 3.8 
lakh has been earmarked 
for the winners in the tour-
nament with Rs 1.6 lakh for 
champions, Rs 1 lakh for 
runners-up, Rs 50,000 for 
third place and Rs 20,000 
for fourth place, besides 
cash awards for individual’s 
performers in best custo-
dian, best defender, best 
mid-fielder and player of  
the tournament.

Tokyo, Sep. 24 (IANS): 
Denmark's reigning world 
champion Viktor Axelsen 
and 2016 Olympic cham-
pion Carolina Marin of  
Spain clinched the men's 
and  women ' s  s ing les 
titles respectively at the 
$325,000 Japan Open Su-
perseries badminton cham-
pionships here on Sunday.

Third seeded 23-year-
old Axelsen fought past 
Malaysian veteran and 
three-time Olympic silver 
medallist Lee Chong Wei 
21-14, 19-21, 21-14 in an 
hour and 15 minutes.

This was the 2016 
Olympic bronze medallist 
Axelsen's second Superser-
ies title of  2017. 

With this win, Axelsen 
improved his head-to-head 
record against Chong Wei 
to 2-9.

Two-time world cham-
pion Marin moved past 
defending champion He 
Bingjiao of  China 23-21, 
21-12 in 53 minutes at the 
Tokyo Metropolitan Gym-
nasium.

This was Marin's first 
Superseries title of  2017 
after three runner-up fin-
ishes in India, Singapore 
and Malaysia.

Moreover, Marin has 

shared a 78-run stand for 
the fifth wicket.

The win meant that 
India have maintained their 
unbeaten run in Indore and 
have now recorded sixth 
consecutive ODI series win 
since June 2016.

India, already number 
one in the Test format, re-
placed South Africa at the 
top of  ODI ranking table 
by taking their tally to 120 
points, one more than the 
Proteas.

Rohit subdued Aus-
tralia with his punishing 
knock on a flat track, which 
had nothing for the bowl-
ers. His knock was stud-
ded with six fours and four 
sixes.

Hitting sixes was no 
big deal for Rohit, who 
smashed the Australian 
pace trio of Pat Cummins, 
Nathan Coulter-Nile and 
Kane Richardson with 
equal ease.

He raised his fifty with 

a six off  left-arm spinner 
Agar.

Rahane kept rotating 
strike and also hit Marcus 
Stoinis for three boundaries 
in a single over.

Rohit was dropped on 
67 by stumper Peter Hand-
scomb off  Cummins but 
could not make full use of  
the chance and soon mis-
cued one from Coulter-Nile 
to be caught by Hilton Cart-
wright at deep mid-wicket.

Cummins ended Rah-
ane's innings by trapping 
him LBW to bring two new 
batsmen -- skipper Kohli 
and Pandya -- on the crease.

India were cruising at 
that stage but quick dis-
missals of  Kohli and Jad-
hav infused some life into 
the match.

Earlier, exploiting a flat 
Holkar track, Finch added 
70 runs for the opening 
wicket with David Warner 
(42) and raised a 154-run 
partnership with captain 

Steve Smith (63) for the 
second wicket.

Indian bowlers, who 
were largely ineffective till 
the dismissal of  Finch, be-
gan to dictate terms towards 
the end.

Smith and Glenn Max-
well (5) frittered away a 
brilliant opportunity to keep 
the series alive.

Making an instant im-
pact in his first game of the 
series, Finch responded to 
the SOS call from the visi-
tors with a class knock after 
skipper Smith won the toss 
and elected to bat.

Finch, who replaced 
young Hilton Cartright af-
ter recovering from a calf  
injury, decorated his eighth 
ODI century with 12 fours 
and five sixes.

His footwork was im-
peccable and he rendered 
the stock balls of  both the 
spinners ineffective, hitting 
four of  his five sixes on 
'googlies'.

A docile pitch to deal 
with, Indian bowlers hardly 
troubled the Australians 
as wrist spinners Kuldeep 
Yadav (2/75) and Yuzven-
dra Chahal (1/54) largely 
remained ineffective.

Finch's  dominance 
aga ins t  Kuldee p  was 
clear from the fact that he 
creamed off  41 runs from 
26 balls he faced from the 
Chinaman.

However, the hosts 
staged a remarkable come-
back in the last 10 overs of  
the game. It all started in 
the last ball of  the 38th over 
when Finch lofted Kuldeep 
to Kedar Jadhav at deep-
midwicket.

Yadav saw the back of  
Smith, caught at long-off, 
while Chahal had Maxwell 
stumped. Bumrah got rid of  
Travis Head (4) and Peter 
Handscomb (3), leaving 
Australia in tatters. They 
could never get the fillip, 
which was there for them to 
take after a stupendous start 
even as Marcus Stoinis took 
the side close to 300-run 
mark with his unbeaten 27.

taken a 2-0 lead in career 
meetings against Bingjiao.

The men's doubles title 
went to Indonesian third 
seeds Marcus Fernaldi 
Gideon and Kevin Sanjaya 
Sukamuljo, who eased past 
Japan's Takuto Inoue and 
Yuki Kaneko 21-12, 21-15 

in 29 minutes.
In the women's doubles 

final, Japanese top seeds 
Misaki Matsutomo and 
Ayaka Takahashi lived 
upto the hype as they got 
the better of  South Korean 
unseeded pair of  Kim Ha 
Na and Hee Yong Kong 

with a 21-18, 21-16 victory 
in 56 minutes.

Chinese mixed dou-
bles pair of  Wang Yilv 
and Huang Dongpin took 
only 33 minutes to defeat 
Japanese qualifiers Takuro 
Hoki and Sayaka Hirota 
21-13, 21-8.

Siliguri (West Bengal), 
Sep. 24 (IANS): East Ben-
gal registered a record-ex-
tending eighth consecutive 
Calcutta Football League 
(CFL) title by holding Mo-
hun Bagan to a 2-2 draw 
in a thrilling match at the 
Kanchenjunga Stadium 
here on Sunday.

East Bengal have won 
all the CFL titles since 
2010. They have a total of  
39 CFL titles -- a record 
haul.

East Bengal needed a 
draw to seal the deal with 
both teams being on the 
same number of  points (22) 
but the former remained 
ahead on goal difference. 

Azharuddin Mullick 
(2nd) gave Mohun Bagan 
an early lead only for Lal-
danmawia Ralte (43rd) to 
equalise just before half-
time. 

Mohun Bagan went 
ahead again after the break 
through Ansumana Kro-
mah (49th) who netted 

from the penalty spot but 
East Bengal pulled one 
back again to keep the odds 
in their favour courtesy an-
other penalty conversation 
by Mahmoud Al-Amnah 
(66th).

Mohun Bagan set the 
tempo of  the match by tak-
ing an early lead through 
Azharuddin whose cross 
East Bengal defenders 
failed to clear with the ball 
squirming into the net.

Azharuddin attempted 
a back volley soon after 
from Arijit Bagui's cross 
but the ball fizzed over the 
crossbar.

East Bengal got their 
first real chance in the 16th 
minute when Rafique's 
corner was headed wide by 
defender Carlyle Mitchell.

Rafique then set up Ga-
briel Fernandes who failed 
to find the back of  the net 
from inside the box.

The match was an open 
affair with both sides carv-
ing out chances one after 

the other.
While Samad Ali Mul-

lick's adventurous solo run 
down the right inside chan-
nel failed to cut through 
Mohun Bagan defence, 
Nikhil Kadam's good look-
ing pass saw Azharuddin 
fail to connect with the ball 
as rival goalkeeper Luis 
Barreto was out of  his line.

Kamo Stephane Bayi 
and Ansumana Kromah 
combined well next for 
Mohun Bagan but the for-
mer's shot at the near post 
was dealt with easily by 
Barreto.

East Bengal equalised 
soon after, with Laldan-
mawia Ralte bulging an 
empty net in front of  him 
after Gabriel Fernandes' 
curling free-kick found Lal-
ramchullova inside the box 
with the defender deftly 
square passing Ralte with 
keeper Shilton Paul at his 
mercy.

Just after the restart, 
Mohun Bagan went 2-1 

up just like the first essay. 
Mitchell hacked Kamo 
dowm inside the area to 
hand the green and ma-
roon brigade a penalty. 
Kromah converted from 
the spot.

But their joy was short-
lived as the red and gold 
shirts pegged back for the 
second time in the match. 
Rayneir Fernandes brought 
Ralte down inside the box 
and Al Amnah made no 
mistake from the spot, 
sending keeper Shilton the 
wrong way.

Tempers flared as the 
match neared its final mo-
ments. First Mohun Bagan 
skipper Kingshuk Debnath 
was sent off  for a second 
booking as angry players 
surrounded the referee in 
protest. 

Minutes later, substi-
tute Surabuddin Mullick 
was shown the second yel-
low and given marching 
orders for a challenge on 
Chesterpaul Lyngdoh.

Milan,  Sep.  24 (Re-
uters): Sampdoria, de-
prived of  an early penalty 
when the referee changed 
his mind after consulting 
the VAR, scored twice in 
the final 20 minutes to 
comprehensively defeat 
AC Milan 2-0 in Serie A 
on Sunday.

Milan were quickly in 
trouble when Ivan Strin-
ic’s cross struck Franck 
Kessie’s arm and the ref-

eree awarded a penalty to 
Samp in the third minute.

However, after con-
sulting the video assis-
tant (VAR), he decided 
that the Ivorian’s hand-
ball was unintentional 
and awarded Sampdoria 
a corner instead.

Milan failed to capi-
talise on that reprieve, 
producing a thoroughly 
lacklustre display as they 
repeatedly gave away the 

ball in midfield.
Sampdoria, still un-

beaten after five games, 
created more chances 
and deser vedly  went 
ahead when Colombian 
Duvan Zapata pounced 
on a mistake by his cous-
in Cristian Zapata to 
score with an emphatic 
shot from close range in 
the 72nd minute.

R i c k y  A l v a r e z , 
brought on in the 90th 

minute, added the second 
goal almost immediately 
when he was sent clear 
and placed a low shot 
inside the far post from 
the edge of  the area.

After six games, Mi-
lan have 12 points, one 
ahead of  Sampdoria who 
have played one game 
less. Napoli and Juven-
tus lead with 18 points 
after both winning on 
Saturday.

24 days after breaking his leg in a 
motocross accident, ended the race in 
fifth place, behind teammate Maverick 
Viñales of  Spain.

Caption: Repsol Honda Team's 

Spanish rider Marc Marquez cel-
ebrates winning the MOTO GP race 
of  the Moto Grand Prix of  Aragon at 
the Motorland circuit in Alcaniz on 
Sunday, September 24.


