
Chief Representa ve of JICA India, Takema Sakamoto speaking at the “Intra-Regional Connec vity” session at NBCC Conven on Centre, 
Kohima. Also seen is Chief Secretary of Nagaland, Pankaj Kumar.
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Mother’s Hope founder and director Moamenla Jamir receiving the first “A Kevichusa Ci zenship Award” from family members on Saturday 
September 23, 2017 at DBIDL hall,  Don Bosco campus Dimapur. 
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'Security key to NE economic growth'

Kevichusa foundation introduces citizenship award
1st lecture in honour of slain journalist Chalie Kevichusa held    

Tuli violence 
is despicable, 
says student 
body 

Fire renders 
27 families 
homeless

Rohingya villages in Myanmar still being burned, says Amnesty 

Rail project: Zeliang appeals 
landowners to be ‘generous’ 

Human rights group says ‘damning evidence’ flies in the face of Aung San Suu Kyi's claims to the contrary

EASTERN MIRROR

Our Correspondent
Kohima, Sep. 23 (EMN): 
While stating that the 
Northeast region is the 
gateway to India for 
Southeast Asian countries, 
the chief  representative of  
Japan International Co-
operation Agency (JICA) 
India, Takema Sakamoto 
Saturday underscored the 
need to improve security 
challenges in the NE re-
gion in order to facilitate 
intra-regional connectivity 
in this part of  the world. 

Delivering the keynote 
address at the second-day 
of  North East Connectiv-
ity Summit at NBCC Con-
vention Centre, Kohima, 
Sakamoto observed that 
the NE region is placed 
in an ideal and strategic 
location, and therefore 
expressed his hope that it 
(region) will grow to be an 
important trading centre 
for the entire Southe4ast 
Asian region once there is 
improvement in the secu-
rity sector.

While informing that 
JICA is taking up many 
ongoing projects in the 
NE region, Sakamoto, on 
behalf  of  the agency, as-
sured to extend their sup-
port to the region in all 

Staff Reporter 
Dimapur, Sep.23 (EMN): 
The founder and director 
of  Mother’s Hope, Moa-
menla Jamir was the re-
cipient of  the first ‘A Kevi-
chusa Citizenship Award’ 
– introduced on Saturday 
by family of  the latter.

She was given the 
award for ‘her philan-
thropic and selfless contri-
bution towards the society 
embodying ideal citizen-
ship through her NGO 
institution Mother’s Hope 
for the last 16 years. 

Jamir was presented 
with a citation and a cash 
prize of  Rs. 3 lakh during 
a function held here Sat-
urday at Don Bosco Insti-
tute of  Development and 
Leadership (DBIDL) hall 
in Dimapur. The occasion 
also marked the introduc-
tion of  Chalie Kevichusa 
memorial lecture, in hon-
our of  the journalist who 
was assassinated in 1992. 

The lecture as well as 
the award is an initiative 
of  the Kevichusa charita-
ble foundation instituted 
by the family members 
with ‘Veritas et Aequitas’ 

(Truth and Justice) for 
motto. 

The purpose of  the 
award, according to the 
foundation, was to cel-
ebrate and promote the 
idea of  ideal citizenship. It 
seeks to annually recognise 
an indigenous individual 
or group from Nagaland 
(both Naga and non-
Naga) that has consist-
ently championed, dem-
onstrated, and embodied 
the ideals of  citizenship, 
and unwaveringly sought 
the common good of  the 
people of  Nagaland or col-
lective sections and con-
stituencies thereof. This 
introduction of  KCA was 
addressed by Dr. Kethoser 
Kevichusa. 

Simultaneously, the  
“Chalie Kevichusa me-
morial lecture” has been 
introduced with the hope 
that it will serve as a con-
scientious and civil public 
forum for reflecting and 
deliberating on the ideals 
that forge and promote 
a common vision or the 
common good. 

Jamir, in her accept-
ance speech, asserted that 

The joyful heart sees and 
reads the world with a 
sense of freedom and 

graciousness. 

John O'Donohue

‘Dangal’ becomes highest 
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possibilities.
“For Northeast, we 

would like to be a stronger 
supporter. 

This is just the begin-
ning, yet, we are very keen 
to support the region and 

we are happy to serve 
you,” the JICA repre-
sentative said and shared 
desire to lay a stronger 
foundation to develop the 
NE region.

Mentioning some of  

the difficulties and chal-
lenges faced in the region, 
Sakamoto also stressed 
the need to overcome the 
challenges in order to 
have a good track record. 

“No private company/

sector will come to the re-
gion without a good track 
record,” Sakamoto said 
and urged all concerned 
stakeholders to render 
their best in the effort to 
let the region maintain a 

good track record, which 
he said will be the key in 
inviting outsiders to invest 
in the region.

He further assured 
that JICA will continue 
to contribute towards de-
veloping intra-regional 
connectivity in the NE 
region.

Established in 1974, 
JICA is the primary Japa-
nese governmental agency 
responsible for technical 
cooperation component 
of  Japan's bilateral ODA 
(Japan's Official Devel-
opment Assistance) pro-
gramme.

Other speakers for 
the session were Saibal 
De, CEO, IL&FS, Mari-
time, Inland Waterways, 
Mahboob Ahmed, MD, 
Shipwrights, Dhaka, Md 
Nazrul Islam Khan, Di-
rector, Biman, Bangla-
desh, Prof  Narasimha 
K. Koka, CEO, Lamda 
Power Greenco, Amland 
Basu, AVS, River Line 
Pvt Ltd, Subhanil Baner-
jee, policy analyst, Cuts 
International and Com-
missioner & Secretary, 
Transport, Nagaland. The 
session was chaired by 
Chief  Secretary of  Naga-
land, Pankaj Kumar.

the wish of  biological mother is 
what Mother’s Hope care and advo-
cates for, and the response have been 
improving since Mother’s Hope was 
instituted 16 years back though ini-
tially the institution had to face chal-
lenges associated with the stigma of  
‘unwed mothers’.

Drawing attention to the initial 
challenges of  Mother’s Hope, Jamir 
however was grateful that 21,300 
people have been directly benefited 
by the services provided by Mother’s 
Hope for free and from 2016 till date 
2700 people have come forward to 
assist her institution.

In this line, Jamir said: “I always 
believe the best in people and every 
individual has social responsibil-
ity towards a mother as no woman 
wants to be an unwed mother. Every 
baby in the womb is innocent and 
why should they pay for the adult 
wrong decision?” 

She pointed out that 
95% in the state wants to 
adopt a girl-child because 
of  the reason that a girl 
child is capable of  look-
ing after their parents. In 
this line, she remarked that 
it should not be the only 
reason to adopt a girl-child 
while they are much capa-
ble of  going beyond the 
reason provided. Also, she 
shared that 70% of  babies 
born in Mother’s Hope 
were boys, providing an-
other challenge. 

Ebenezer Baptist 
Church, Kohima Pastor 
Rev. Keviyiekielie Linyü 
who was the speaker for 
the Charlie Kevichusa me-
morial lecture retold the 
story of  “The Christian 
in the world: The story 
of  Dietrich Bonhoeffer”. 
Reading transcript of  “The 
Christian in the world: The 
story of  Dietrich Bonhoef-
fer” and attempting not to 
do any interpretation, the 
Rev. said he chose the sto-
ry because of  the interna-
tional symposiums on his 
life and thoughts that have 
been held and books, and 
letters read all over.     

Dimapur, Sep. 23 (EMN): 
The Langpangkong Stu-
dents’ Conference has 
condemned what it stated 
was “reprehensible act of  
some irresponsible per-
sons” who used ‘cash, 
arms and ammunition, 
explosives, and indulged in 
violence’ on September 19 
last at Tuli in contradiction 
of  the principles of  clean 
election.

“This despicable act of  
our own people brought 
us a big shame despite 
our laborious effort to en-
sure fair and free election. 
Nevertheless, this incident 
made us more responsible 
and determine (sic) to face 
the challenges of  Clean 
Election,” according to a 
press release from the stu-
dent body. 

After the incident, it 
informed, the LKM clean 
election campaign com-
mittee and LKM leaders 
held a meeting with mem-
bers of  Merangkong vil-
lage council ‘and seriously 
deliberated on the illegal 
activities of  using arms 
and ammunition and vio-
lence in Tuli town.’

“The meeting outright-
ly (sic) condemned such 
irresponsible action which 
discourages the movement 
of  clean election in Na-
galand. The LKMCECC 
encouraged people to re-
commit themselves for the 
better cause of  younger 
generation. The members 
present in the meeting re-
solved to recommit to the 
principle of  clean election 
spearheaded by the church 
and the LKMCECC in 
particular.” 

Staff Reporter 
Dimapur, Sep. 23 (EMN): At least 
27 thatch houses were razed to 
ashes in an inferno that broke out 
at K Sachu colony, Dimapur on 
Saturday. 

As per information from the 
Dimapur fire department, they re-
ceived call around 12 pm on Sat-
urday informing of  the fire. It took 
around an hour and half  to control 
the fire from spreading to other ar-
eas and four fire tenders were put 
into action.  Also, Assam Rifles as-
sisted the Dimapur fire department 
with their fire depot, informed the 
fire department personnel. Four 
domestic gas cylinders exploded in 
the inferno.    

Though the exact cause of  the 
inferno could not be ascertained, 
as per the account of  the tenants, 
the police personnel reported the 
inferno occurred due to short cir-
cuit. However the police said that 
there was no electricity at the time 
of  the incident as per the Gaon 
Bura of  the colony, and the inferno 
could have occurred ‘due to negli-
gence’. 

The houses belong to three Na-
gas and the occupants were non-
Naga tenants. No casualty was re-
ported in the inferno.  The officials 
of  fire department said that the Di-
mapur traffic jam posed hindrance 
in reaching the spot on time.   

Dimapur, Sep. 23 (EMN): 
The president of  Nagaland 
Pradesh Congress Commit-
tee (NPCC), and one-time fi-
nance minister under NPF-I, 
K Therie has claimed that the 
state’s negative closing bal-
ance for this fiscal year would 
be Rs. 2500 crore, and not the 
“admitted deficit” of  Rs. 1500 
crore.

This was stated in a press 
release issued by the NPCC 
media cell on Saturday. The 
party is conducting its ‘district 
tour programme’ by covering 
Tizit, Mon town, Mon village, 
Jakphang village and Tobu 
town.

“Speaking at Tizit en 

route to Mon on the 20th (of  
September), Therie recalled 
former MLA, Yeangphong 
Konyak and their political 
journey together...Therie said 
after 15 years, the NPF led 
BJP-DAN government’s pol-
icy has completely failed and 
there is no one to voice out for 
the people. He said Nagaland 
being a Christian state is today 
plagued by bribery, corrup-
tion and multiple defections. 
This he said has caused much 
shame upon the image of  Na-
gas and Naga leaders who 
have been given the people's 
mandate.

“He said infrastructure 
across the state is also in a di-

lapidated condition while the 
national and state highways 
and PWD roads are no more. 
Elaborating on the economy 
of  the state, Therie said the ad-
mitted deficit of  1500 Cr. and 
civil deposit which in realty is 
not in the state's coffers would 
total to about 2500 Cr. actual 
negative closing balance for 
the current financial year.”

Therie said corruption has 
reached its zenith under the 
present NPF led BJP-DAN 
government and that the vi-
cious cycle of  corruption and 
bribery has to end, it stated. “It 
is because of  corruption that 
the government cannot sus-
tain itself  he said adding that 

every state has its own budget 
from the central govt which 
is sufficient for the respective 
state if  used judiciously. He 
said the Nagaland Legislative 
Assembly has become numb 
to the feelings of  the people 
while the people are going 
backwards. 

“Therie also cautioned that 
the religious divide in the na-
tion with hardliner Hindutva 
on one side and the remaining 
communities and religions, on 
the other side, has come to our 
doorstep. He also said enforce-
ment of  the Uniform Civil 
Code may soon be realised by 
the BJP in 2018 if  it gets ma-
jority in the Rajya Sabha. If  

that happens, Therie said all 
the special provisions we en-
joy under the Constitution of  
India will all be negated.”

He was also reported as 
saying that people should 
place more emphasis on the 
election manifestoes over can-
didates. “The NPCC presi-
dent said given opportunity, 
Congress would implement 
its manifesto and highlighted 
some assurances like bringing 
DUDA and mini secretariat in 
ENPO area, 100 days wages to 
MGNREGA job card holders, 
cashless health cards to ensure 
health for all, one classroom 
and others contained in the 
NPCC roadmap.” 

London, Sep. 23 (IANS): New satel-
lite images and videos from Myan-
mar's Rakhine state show smoke ris-
ing from Rohingya Muslim villages, 
contradicting State Counsellor Aung 
San Suu Kyi's claims that military op-
erations there have ended, according to 
Amnesty International.

In a statement late Friday, the 
London-based group said its sources 
in Rakhine have claimed that the fires, 
captured in images on Friday after-
noon, were started by members of  the 
Myanmar security forces and vigilante 
mobs, reports the Guardian. 

The latest violence in Myanmar has 
sent an estimated 429,000 Rohingya 
refugees fleeing to Bangladesh in less 
than a month.

"This damning evidence from the 
ground and from space flies in the face 
of  Aung Suu Kyi's assertions to the 
world," Tirana Hasan, Amnesty's di-
rector of  crisis response, said. 

"Rohingya homes and villages con-
tinue to burn, before, during and after 
their inhabitants take flight in terror. 
Not satisfied with simply forcing Ro-
hingya from their homes, authorities 
seem intent on ensuring they have no 

homes to return to."
Most of  those fleeing have ended 

up in camps in the Bangladeshi dis-
trict of  Cox's Bazar, which already had 
hundreds of  thousands of  Rohingya 
refugees who had fled prior rounds of  
violence in Myanmar. 

The latest violence began when a 
Rohingya insurgent group attacked po-
lice checkposts on August 25, that left 
12 security personnel dead, the Guard-
ian reported.

Th fleeing Rohingya have described 
indiscriminate attacks by security forc-
es and Buddhist mobs. 

The Myanmar government has 
blamed the Rohingya, saying they set 
fire to their own homes, but the UN 
and others have accused it of  ethnic 
cleansing.

Rohingya have faced persecution 
and discrimination in majority-Bud-
dhist Myanmar for decades and are 
denied citizenship, even though many 
families have lived there for genera-
tions. 

The government says there is no 
such ethnicity as Rohingya and that 
they are Bengalis who illegally migrat-
ed to Myanmar from Bangladesh. 

Dimapur, Sep. 23 (EMN):  
Chief  Minister TR Ze-
liang today appealed to 
the land owners where the 
Dimapur-Kohima railway 
track is presently under 
construction not to disrupt 
the works because of  the 
land compensation issue. 

A press release from 
the chief  minister’s office 
on Saturday stated that 
demanding unreasonable 
amount of  land compen-
sation and creating of  
problem on the ongoing 
railway track construction 
will defeat the very pur-
pose of  development in 
the long run.       

“Chief  Minister was 
responding to memoran-
dum submitted by six 
villages – Sokhuvi, Raza-
phe Basa, Pimla, Zutovi, 
Khemnok and Dhansa-
riphar (sic)– for review 
of  the rate land compen-
sation paid to the six vil-
lages during the inaugu-
ral function of  Mhaikam 
village gate and rostrum 
today. Chief  minister was 
of  the view that mega de-
velopment project such as 
railway will bring more 
benefits to the people in 
long run over land com-

pensation and urged the 
six villages to be generous 
enough to part their land 
for the said railway project 
which was the long felt 
need of  the state. 

“He, however, assured 
the six villages that he 
will take up matter with 
Indian Railway authority 
for redressal (sic) of  their 
grievances. It may be men-
tioned that the ongoing 
railway track construction 
was put to halt by the said 
six villages because of  the 
land compensation issue.”

He was reported as 
making these statements at 
Mhaikam village. “Chief  
minister also said with the 
ongoing construction of  
railway project, slaughter 
house and proposed high-
way, the area has immense 
scope for future growth 
and progress.”

Parliamentary Secre-
tary for Youth Resources 
and Sports, Khekaho As-
sumi, was also reported 
as appealing the people of  
the area to maintain peace 
and harmony. “He said 
that people should keep 
aside the past misunder-
standing and look forward 
for progress”, it stated. 
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Director Youth Resources and Sports Linda Solo: Students performing folkdance of various tribes during the inaugural programme.

Mokokchung district scouts & guides with peace message pose for the lens.

Hukavi Yepthomi and others along with Chumukedima area GBs after the meeting at Diphupar Village 
Council Hall on Friday.

Colonel Deepak Gaur giving away the champion trophy to the winner team.

“Smooth ride for Dimapur,” a collaboration of “Act of Kindness Movement” and DMC under the project 
“A Better Dimapur” continues its project at Dhobinala traffic point on Friday, Sep. 22.

SJC principal, resource persons and organising committee after the workhop.

BJP Chiechama unit endorses 
clean election movement

Tritiya Sopan test conducted for scouts and guides

NSCN (IM) consultative meet with Chumukedima GBs

Extension functionaries oriented 
on potato production technologies

CSU, WCH condemn Sept. 21 incident 

Don Bosco Tech hosts regional meetARTC &S observes 
Hindi fortnight

Sexual health and tobacco awareness workshop at SJC 

Smooth ride for Dimapur

Dimapur, Sep. 23 (EMN): 
Director Youth Resources 
and Sports Linda Solo, cit-
ing examples of  the young 
Naga athletes who won 
medals for India in inter-
national level, urged the 
students to generate their 
talents in sports and games 

so that one day it will offer 
great career opportunity to 
become a successful sports 
person internationally.

Addressing the inaugu-
ral programme of  the St. 
Joseph Higher Secondary 
School, Chumukedima 19th 
annual games and sorts meet 

as chief  guest, on Satur-
day, Solo encouraged the 
students to take games and 
sports not only as an extra 
curriculum but as a daily 
formal activity to enhance 
physical and social skills and 
promote educative values 
though games and sports.

Though spor ts and 
games should act as a pivotal 
role in promoting physical 
and social skills, Solo ad-
vised that students should 
not neglect their studies for 
without education life could 
be incomplete in many other 
ways. 

NCD convenes emergency meet
The Naga Council Dimapur (NCD) has convened an 
emergency meeting on Sep. 26, 1 p.m. at Council 
office Nyamo Lotha road, Dimapur on issue related 
to attempt assassination on proprietor of Kuda Cold 
Storage, L Doulo by NSCN-K. All councilors, tribal 
hoho/union, DDCF president and secretary have been 
requested to attend the meeting positively. 

KSUD election of news office bearers
President Konyak Students’ Union Dimapur (KSUD) 
has informed that the union will be electing new 
office bearers for the tenure of 2017-2020 on Sep. 
30. Interested Konyak students from Dimapur are 
requested to contact Sangti Konyak at 8794098018. 

NEWS IN BRIEF

WEATHER FORECAST IN OTHER DISTRICTS 
Max Min DP RH RF

WOKHA 23.6 18.8 18.4 78 NIL

ZBT 22.6 16.8 19.4 89 8

MON 30 22.8 22.6 92 NIL

TUENSANG 23 19 18.4 89 4.1

MKG 27 22.4 22.2 83 7

PHEK - - - - -

KIPHIRE 23 20 22.4 93 4

SECHÜ ZUBZA 27 20 21.4 77 5.6

LONGLENG 20.5 18 17.8 82 NIL

TSEMINYU 25.8 21 20.8 79 NIL

JALUKIE 29 14 26.6 92 NIL

MANGKOLEMBA 31.2 24.4 23.7 77 NIL

*Dew Point (DP) *Relative Humidity (RH) * Rainfall (RF)

Source: Department of Soil & Water Conservation, Nagaland 

Praising the students for 
showcasing their various 
talents at the programme, 
she congratulated the school 
authorities for successfully 
organizing sports and games 
meet which she found so 
mesmerizing and touched to 
witness the young talents.

Principal Rev. Fr. Sajan 
Joseph delivered a welcome 
note and Headmistress Rev. 
Sr. Anita proposed vote of  
thanks. 

The gathering was en-
thralled with drill, folkdance 
and beatbox presented by 
the students. 

The sports meet is set 
to continue for four days till 
September 27. The school 
also invited parents and 
well wishers to witness the 
events.

Dimapur, Sep. 23 (EMN): 
Bharatiya Janata Party 
(BJP) Chiechama unit 11 
Northern Angami-II has 
unanimously resolved to 
support the ‘Clean Election 
Movement’ spear headed 
by NBCC and churches on 
the slogan “One Man One 
Vote” to choose the leader 
of my voice.

“In the past 20-30 years 
common people didn’t 
know the value of  their 
legitimate right to vote and 
right to choose their leader. 
Besides their legitimate 
right were dominated and 
snatched away by some 
goons and gluttonous agent 
of  the corrupted leader. 
Many a time some were 

even denied and rejected to 
exercised their birth right 
to vote which left the poor 
seems they doesn’t possess 
the right to vote. There was 
never free and fair elec-
tion in the constituency. 
This system had been prac-
ticed for such a long time 
by greedy and gluttonous 
agent to please their master 
to get the best and highest 
amount of contractual work 
of  the works,” the press 
release from unit president, 
Zakietuolle Rüpreo and 
general secretary, Rüduolie 
V Rio stated.

The unit also said it 
is high time especially for 
younger generation to value 
one’s vote and select the 

right leader. 
“It is our legitimate right 

to choose the best leader. It 
is time to realise the true po-
tential of the power of vot-
ing by every section of the 
society. Let none buy or sell 
vote as time has come for us 
to vote for better Nagaland” 
the release added.

Meanwhile, the unit 
also extended its full sup-
port the ACAUT’s PIL for 
the deletion of 4 lac. bogus 
voters in the state. 

The party appealed pas-
tors and deacons’ board, 
women and youth depart-
ment to step forward to 
fight against the menace 
and make it a successful 
mission. 

Dimapur, Sep. 23 (EMN): 
The NSCN (IM) led by 
‘Kilo Kilonser’ Hukavi 
Yepthomi held a consulta-
tive meeting with GBs 
Association of  Chumuke-
dima area, Dimapur on 
Sep. 22, at Diphupar Vil-
lage Council Hall. 

According to press re-
lease, the meeting started 
with cordial atmosphere 
where Yepthomi briefed 
the members thoroughly 
about the present political 
scenario of  Nagalim vis-
a-vis the present political 
talks with the Government 

of  India on the on the 
peace process. 

The GBs pledged to 
give its support to the Au-
gust 3 framework agree-
ment 2015 and ongoing 
political talks with Gov-
ernment of  India for a 
final solution.

Dimapur, Sep. 23 (EMN): The Mokokc-
hung District Bharat Scouts & Guides con-
ducted Tritiya Sopan testing for the scouts 
and guides on Sep. 21 and 22 at GHS Sumi, 
Mokokchung. 

Altogether 28 scouts and guides from 
GMS Pongentula and Imrong, GHS Sumi 
and Mayangnokcha GHSS appeared the 
test.  

The scouts and guides were tested from 

Pravesh till Tritiya Sopan-oral, written and 
practical. Tritiya Sopan is also the highest 
award for a Scout and Guide at the District 
level. 

The participants also observed Interna-
tional Day of Peace on Sep. 21 at Govern-
ment High School Sumi premises. Signifi-
cance of the day along with scout messenger 
of peace activity are some highlights of the 
programme.

Dimapur, Sep. 23 (EMN): Cha-
khroma Students’ Union (CSU) 
has vehemently condemned the 
abominable act inflicted upon 
Angami Naga family by a band of  
mischief  belonging to non-Naga 
communities on Sep. 21 at Chu-
mukedima town. 

Upon ascertaining the chain of  
event that unfolded on Thursday 
evening, CSU is deeply enraged 
at the manner in which the family 
of  four was attacked, not sparing 
even a minor innocent boy, the 
press release stated. 

The union also said “that a 
bunch of  thugs would imprudent-
ly retaliate when reproved for their 

anti-social activities by a conscien-
tious elder is highly condemnable 
beyond tolerance.” 

At a time when people are 
striving for peaceful and harmony 
relations between communities 
(local or non-local), incidents such 
as this only reinvigorates Nagas’ 
common war on illegal immi-
grants, the CSU added. 

CSU also said such antagonis-
tic elements cannot be accepted, 
and have no place in the society. 
Further, the union believed that 
the law enforcement agencies 
would stringently investigate the 
matter, and leave no stone un-
turned in bringing the culprits to 

book.
Meanwhile, the Western Cha-

khesang Hoho (WCH) condemned 
the bizarre incident wherein some 
non-Nagas beat up a local family 
at Chumukedima.

“The Hoho appeals to all the 
Nagas to look into this burning 
issue with all seriousness before 
our land get into more troubled 
waters, where the IBIs try to over-
power the locals as in the case of  
Tripura, Assam and recent crisis 
in neighbouring country of  My-
anmar.  If  we don’t bring come 
up with a tough stance and action 
plan on this issue now, we are very 
close to social upheavals in the 

few years to come,” the release 
stated.

A press release from the hoho 
president, Vekhosayi Nyekha, 
questioned the Government of  
Nagaland as to what role it has 
played in checking and deport-
ing the IBIs, as after 54th year of  
statehood the presence of  IBIs has 
surge to several lakh.

The WCH also cautioned 
about the infiltration of  Rohingya 
in the state.

Further, the hoho urged upon 
the responsible law enforcement 
agency to book culprits and award 
befitting punishment according to 
the law of  the land.

Dimapur, Sep. 23 (EMN): 
In continuance of  the Hin-
di Day observed on Sep. 
14, the ARTC & S observes 
Hindi Pakhwara (fortnight) 
from Sep. 8 to 22. 

In order to promote 
Hindi among the Jawans 
five types of  Hindi compe-
titions namely Hindi typ-
ing, noting-drafting, essay 
writing, poem recitation 
and speech competition 
were organised at Sukhovi 
Garrison.  

To commemorate the 
occasion and also to receive 
effective response, a prize 
distribution ceremony was 
organised on Sep. 22 under 
the chairmanship of  Offi-
ciating Deputy Comman-
dant of  ARTC & School, 

Colonel Deepak Gaur. 
During the programme, 

the best team and indi-
vidual were felicitated with 
champion trophy and cash 
prizes. 

The deputy comman-
dant in his address stressed 
on the use of  Hindi as of-
ficial correspondence and 
also highlighted the impor-
tance of  the official lan-
guage. He appealed all the 
employees to work in Hindi 
and contribute in better 
spread of  the language 
across the country.  Fur-
ther, He applauded all the 
participants for their excel-
lent performance and also 
commended the organising 
staff  to make the Hindi 
Pakhwara successful. 

Dimapur, Sep. 23 (EMN): 
Don Bosco Tech Dimapur 
hosted Don Bosco Tech 
regional meeting of  North-
eastern region on Sep. 21 
and 22nd at AIDA, Don 
Bosco School campus. 

In the inaugural ad-
dress, Fr. Nestor Guria ex-
pressed his happiness over 
the work done by Don 
Bosco Tech Society. He 
said, “we are not strangers 
but only friends whom we 
have not met”. He exhort-
ed the participants to fol-
low the footsteps of  Don 
Bosco who worked for the 
less privileged youth to 
make them good Christian 
and honest citizen.

Fr. AM Joseph spoke 
on Don BoscoTech and 
its impacts on skill devel-
opment and landscape in 
Northeast. 

Keeping in mind that 
there are many youths who 
don’t get quality education 
nor get job, he said the 
goal of  Don Bosco Tech 
is to impart market-linked 
and employment-oriented 
training to 20 lakh young-
sters by 2022 and also aim 
at having at least one skill 
training centre in each dis-
trict across India.

Vision for Northeast 
an inside perspective was 
delivered by director of  
AIDA & Province coor-
dinator, Dimapur, Sunny 
Joseph. He highlighted the 
new area of  intervention 
for Don Bosco Tech such 
as up-skilling, internation-
al placement, icertification 
and diversification of  skill 
training. 

Group discussion and 
presentation on exploring 
possibilities of  inclusive 
growth through skill de-
velopment in Northeast 
were also part of  the day’s 
programme. 

On the second day, 
Khekeye Sema, IAS de-
livered speech on “Skilled 
Northeast – Role of  gov-
ernment, civil society and 
youth.” Speaking about 
the youth and employ-
ment, he stated that ‘em-
ployment disaster is one of  
the most important prob-
lems faced by Northeast.’ 
He pointed out that there 
is not enough infrastruc-
ture and industrial activ-
ity in the Northeast. He 
also said many frustrated 
youths after failing to get 
job indulge in alternative 
ways to earn their living. 

“Corruption will exist as 
long as humans exist but 
we must try to reduce it,” 
he added.

During a panel discus-
sion on “Youth, skill devel-
opment and empowerment 
opportunities in North 
East,” Director of  Bosco 
Institute Jorhat, Dr. Jerry 
Thomas; Levi Sumi from 
CAN Youth, and Rent-
hungo James from Maple 
society shared their views 
on the topic. 

The panelists stressed 
on the importance of  skill 
development and entrepre-
neurship. 

Dr. Thomas called on 
Don Bosco Tech to set 
up-entrepreneur develop-
ment programme so that 
the Northeast youth need 
not migrate to other states 
in search of  job after their 
training in various fields, 
inc luding  ag r icu l ture 
which would also ensure 
land protection. 

Alumnus of  the insti-
tution also shared their 
success stories with the 
participants. 

Outstanding training 
faculties and centers were 
awarded on the sidelines 
of  the programme.

Dimapur, Sep. 23 (EMN): One day training 
programme on ‘post harvest management in 
seed potato for extension functionaries’ was 
organised by Krishi Vigyan Kendra, Tuen-
sang at KVK Instructional Farm on Sep. 
22, focusing on imparting technical skills to 
extension functionaries. 

The course in-charge of the programme, 
Tokiho Achumi, briefed the participants on 
the importance of quality seed production. 
He said seed is a basic input to increase crop 
yield per unit area and to improve agricul-
tural economy of the farmers. Seed replace-
ment capability of the farmers in the district 
is always decided by their economic and ac-
cessibility to planting materials, he added. 

Achumi also informed that seed village 
programme is a positive initiative to bridge 
the gap, however maintaining the quality 
seed in the production process at farmers’ 
level requires intense technology support. 

Therefore, he said it is the responsibility of  
every technical field functionaries to provide 
all requisite production technologies at req-
uisite level to the farmers which also includes 
post harvest technologies he said. 

In the technical session, re-orientation of  
extension functionaries on seed potato pro-
duction technologies and management of  
potato diseases with special reference to late 
blight disease were taught. The main session 
covered post harvest management in seed 
potato with hands-on demonstration on sort-
ing, grading, seed treatment and storage of  
seed potato. The technical session concluded 
with discussion and interaction. 

A short speech was also delivered by as-
sociate director of ECS, Chongshen Soted. 
All together 22 extension functionaries 
from NEIDA, Kiphire, CWWS, Phek nd 
ECS, Tuensang attended the training pro-
gramme.

the commonly prevalent 
Sexually Transmitted Dis-
eases (STDs) and precau-
tionary measures to avoid 
them.

In the second session, 
Dr. Keduovinuo spoke of  
tobacco awareness. She 
said among all tobacco 
products, chewing tobacco 

is the most common form 
of  tobacco usage. She also 
mentioned that most of  
the cancer patients she 
came across were victims 
of  excessive tobacco usage. 
She advised the students 
to desist and detest from 
indulging in tobacco usage 
in any form, as tobacco is 

a substance with neither 
any nutritive value nor any 
other beneficial properties 
in it. 

In an interactive ses-
sion queries raised by the 
students were answered 
by the resource persons. 
More than 1000 students 
attended the workshop.   

Earlier, Dr. Keditsu 
brief ly highlighted the 
history and mission of  
K&T Keditsu Foundation. 
Principal of  the college, 
Fr. Dr. S. Ousepparampili 
welcomed the gathrinf  
while Assistant Professor 
(Sociology dept.) Diev-
ileno Chasie proposed vote 

Dimapur, Sep. 23 (EMN): 
The Women’s Forum of  
St. Joseph’s College, in 
collaboration with the So-
ciology Department or-
ganised a workshop on 
tobacco awareness and 
sexual health on Sep. 22 
at the college Indoor Sta-
dium, with Dr. Thejavinuo 
Keditsu (obstetrics and 
gynecology) and Dr. Kedu-
ovinuo Keditsu (oncology), 
both from K&T Keditsu 
Foundation, Kohima as 
resource persons.  

Speaking on sexual 
health and hygiene, Dr. 
Thejavinuo stressed on the 
importance of  sex educa-
tion for present day youth. 
She encouraged the parents 
and their young adults to 
have open healthy commu-
nication on sexual health. 
She also shared some of  

of  thanks.
Inter-departmental quiz 
competition:  Keeping in 
mind the increasing level of  
competition in all sectors, 
and the need to encourage 
and prepare the potential 
young students to face such 
challenge, the Alumni As-
sociation St. Joseph’s Col-
lege, Jakhama, conducted 
an inter-departmental quiz 
competition at St. Joseph’s 
College on Sep. 21. 

Altogether nine teams 
representing different de-
partments took part in the 
competition. 

The Department of  
Political Science was ad-
judged as the Quiz Cham-
pion 2017, while the De-
partment of  Sociology and 
the Department of  History 
were placed in 2nd and 3rd 
position respectively.
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Sai Kyaw Zaw, Gaurav Gogoi, Pankaj Kumar, FICCI officials and other delegates pose for group photo at the valedictory programme of the 4th 
NECS in Kohima on September 23.

ADC Medziphema, Vikhweno Chale, inspecting the daily market in Kigwema after the inauguration on September 23.

KROS College students and faculty members during the regional level ‘Samvad 2017; in Guwahati, Assam.

Sub juniors displaying traditional and modern ethnic wears at the cultural day cum inter-schools and colleges literary competition in Wokha on September 23. 

Government officials and village representatives under Medziphema sub-division during the awareness 
programme on September 22.

The two accused with the stolen vehicle under the Kohima police custody.

STATE

Public urged to protect wildlife

Kohima police recover stolen vehicle 

Three injured in road mishap

Lotha students organise cultural day programme 

Daily market inaugurated in Kigwema
KROS College students attend ‘Samvad’

NE Summit declares setting up NEIA 
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markets.
Emphasising that en-

hancing productivity of the 
region would make NE the 
engine of growth and trade 
and not a mere consumers 
of products and services, he 
has insisted on entrepreneur-
ship to fulfil those criteria. 

In this regard, he sug-
gested FICCI to take up the 
cause for the NE by provid-
ing a forum for entrepreneurs 
of the NE to have markets in 
metropolitan cities and also 
provide seed money for en-
trepreneurship. 

He expressed delight that 
the connectivity summit over 
the years had brought many 
voices from the NE and out-
side where many core issues 
have been discussed in detail 
with voices coming from 
experts, activists, practition-
ers, administrators, policy 
makers, government from 
inside etc. 

Ascribing hospitality as 
the inborn qualities of  the 
Northeast people, Mukhoy-
adhaya said it is high time 
for NE region to make the 
transition from ‘service pro-
viders to ownership.’

Dimapur, Sep. 23 (EMN): 
With the basic objective of  
curbing sale of  wild birds 
and animals’ meat near 
Pherima and along Na-
tional Highway 29 connect-
ing Dimapur and Kohima, 
a meeting cum awareness 
programme for protection 
of  wildlife and curbing of  
wildlife crimes was held in 
the conference hall of  the 
Additional Deputy Com-
missioner, Medziphema, 
with participation of  the 
ADC/ EAC/ DBs and GBs 
of Medziphema, OC of Po-
lice Station, Forest officials 
and chairmen/ members of  
the 22 villages under Medz-
iphema sub division. 

In her welcome address, 
Vikhweno Chale, ADC 
Medziphema and chairper-
son of the programme, high-
lighted on the importance 
of  forest and wildlife in 
our lives. While expressing 
concern on the deteriorating 
habitats of  wild animals, 
she and appealed to the 

participants and the villages 
to protect wild animals and 
birds. She also requested 
the Forest department to 
help the affected villages 
in the form of  community 
reserve.

Satya Prakash Tripathi, 
Chief  Wildlife Warden, 
enlightened the gathering 
on the various provisions of  
Wildlife Protection Act and 
penalty against the default-
ers. He also highlighted on 
the various government no-
tifications, which cautioned 
that various development 
funds to the villages indulg-
ing in wildlife crime will be 
stopped. He appealed to the 
villagers to join hands with 
the Forest department in 
protection of  wildlife and 
curbing wildlife crimes.

L Ezung Lotha, Officer 
in-charge of  Medziphema 
Police Station elaborated on 
the functioning of  wildlife 
crime unit in police de-
partment. He appealed the 
villagers to co-operate with 

the government in curbing 
wildlife crimes. He also in-
formed that no person will 
be spared if  found guilty of  
wildlife crimes.

Many village represent-
atives, who spoke in the 
programme, have sought 
financial assistance for 
maintaining community 
conserved areas and for req-
uisite action on the attack 
by wild animals.

Proposing the vote of  
thanks, K Caroline Angami, 
Wildlife Warden, Dimapur 
division, highlighted on fa-
cilities available with the de-
partment such as tranquiliser 
for wild animals and com-
pensation against damage 
of  crops by wild animals. 
She appealed to the partici-
pants to protect wildlife and 
inform the forest department 
on sighting any wild animal 
in human habitations for ap-
propriate action.

Around 70 persons ac-
tively participated in the 
programme.

Dimapur, Sep. 23 (EMN): 
Kohima police personnel 
have arrested two persons 
with one stolen vehicle on 
September 22 from Phe-
sama check gate and the 
retrieved vehicle has been 
handed over to the rightful 
owner.

A press release issued by 
Atu Zumvu, SDPO (South) 
and PRO Kohima Police, 
said the personnel manning 
Phesama check gate inter-
cepted one black Mahindra 

Bolero bearing registration 
No. NL01H 0297. It stated 
that during questioning with 
the driver, one occupant fled 
from the scene but was later 
captured after hot pursuit.

During preliminary in-
terrogation, the driver di-
vulged that the said Bolero 
was handed over to him by 
one Kevio from TCP Gate, 
Kohima, with a promised of  
Rs 5000 to transport the said 
Bolero to Mao. 

Incidentally on Septem-

Our Correspondent
Wokha, Sep. 23 (EMN): 
One person lost his left leg 
and other two sustained 
serious injuries in a road 
accident which occurred 
on September 20 near the 
Bhandari police check post 
around 7:30 p.m., a delay 
report said.

The ill fated goods laden 
dumper truck bearing reg-
istration No. AS0 5C 4782 

was heading towards Wok-
ha from Merapani when it 
fell 75 to 80 feet below the  
road.

According to 2nd OC 
of Bhandari Police Station, 
Woben Jami, one occupants 
completely lost his left leg 
from below the knee, while 
the other two occupants 
identified as Gopal Bardewa, 
the driver, and Bipulab Das, 
reported to be the son of  

the owner of  the truck, sus-
tained seriously injuries.

They were all given first 
aid treatment at the CHC 
Bhandari before the police 
shifted them to Golaghat 
Hospital for further treat-
ment. 

The cause of  accident 
is under inquiry, added the 
OC. On August 28, two 
passengers lost their lives in 
a similar road accident.

Our Correspondent
Wokha, Sep. 23 (EMN): Lotha 
Students’ Union (LSU) has or-
ganised its first cultural day cum 
inter-schools and colleges literary 
competition at Town Hall, Wokha, 
on September 23 on a theme ‘Shap-
ing the future together through 
culture.’ 

Vanchamo Ngullie, Deputy 
Director of  Land Resource, while 
speaking as the theme speaker, en-
couraged the students to preserve 
and practice the rich Lotha/ Naga 

culture. He also called upon the 
gathering to inculcate values of  
forefathers’ culture and tradition for 
a better tomorrow.

Ngullie also advised to stop dis-
crimination within the Lotha com-
munity but to work together as one 
for the common interest. He also 
called upon the Lotha community 
to promote its literature. 

Dr. TM Lotha, Advisor of  
Treasuries & Account Labour and 
Skill Development & LMCP, has 
appreciated LSU for organising 

the event. He was of  the opin-
ion that such innovative cultural 
programme will open the gate in 
moulding the students and the 
younger generation for their future. 
He has also advised the students 
community to preserve its rich cul-
ture and traditional practices.

The second session was marked 
with traditional exhibition and 
competition.

Er. Orenvungo S Ovung, SDO 
(Electrical), Wokha, and special 
guest, challenged the students to 

study hard and pursue their aims 
with determination and positive 
mindset. He advised them to help 
themselves in order to achieve suc-
cess in life.

Presentation of folk song, dance 
and drama on Lotha Naga culture 
were performed by students of vari-
ous schools.

Altogether, 18 schools, 2 higher 
secondary schools and one college 
participated in the programme.

The event was culminated with 
a prize distribution.

Our Correspondent
Kohima, Sep. 23 (EMN): 
The 4th edition of the North 
East Connectivity Summit 
‘Act East through Naga-
land’ concluded in Kohima 
today with the unanimous 
declaration for setting up the 
North East Implementation 
Agency (NEIA) to carry 
forward development activi-
ties in the North East and to 
monitor funding of the each 
projects.

The Agency will also 
coordinate with the state 
governments and all other 
relevant agencies, which will 
implement and monitor each 
vertical with selected private 
sector partners. The primary 
objective of this agency is to 
streamline implementation 
and ensure timely comple-
tion of  projects including 
development of  roads and 
highways, inland water 
transport, power, airports 
etc.

Deputy Secretary Gen-
eral of FICCI, Arun Chaw-
la, said it will work towards 
opening up connectivity 
routes with the neighbouring 
countries including Myan-
mar, Bangladesh, Bhutan 
and Nepal.

The Summit also agreed 
forming a high powered 
North East Economic Fo-
rum comprising of the chief  
ministers, ministers and 
other relevant stakeholders 
which could act as a think 
tank for development of the 
North east especially with 

respect to connectivity.
On the suggestion for 

development of North East 
ring road, it was agreed that 
a ring road should be devel-
oped connecting the North 
eastern states, which will 
run parallel to the interna-
tional orders and would 
enable border logistics in a 
way never before possible. 
The proposed road, it stat-
ed, will cover a distance of  
around 4000 km and would 
mostly follow the existing 
road alignments wherever 
possible.

Stating that the ongo-
ing 4 laning of  Dimapur-
Kohima would have positive 
impact on the State, Chawla 
said it was agreed that all 
the state capitals in North 
east need 4-lane road con-
nectivity in order to attract 
investments. He added that 
internal infrastructures of  
the state including roads, 
bridges, amenities centre etc 
have to be upgraded rapidly.

With NEC dedicating 
40% of  its budget to de-
velopment of  connectivity 
which has developed various 
infrastructures across north 
east, it was optimistic of the 
development to take place.

India as a whole need to 
do more for the development 
of  the NER, asserted re-
tired ambassador, Gautama 
Mukhoyadhaya. He insisted 
the NE states to make a tran-
sition from service providers 
to ownership and proprietors 
adding only then NE will 

decreased.
The official lauded the 

Kigwema Women Society 
for coming up with the ven-
ture, stating it could be ma-
terialised because of  shared 
unity. She also encouraged 
the women group to main-
tain the daily market and 

bring it up in a way that it 
becomes a success story for 
others to emulate.

MLA Vikho-o Yhoshü, 
who was also present dur-
ing the inauguration of  
the new market, expressed 
appreciation to the land-
owners for giving space 

towards construction of  
the daily market. Also con-
gratulating the Kigwema 
Women Society for coming 
up with the initiative, he 
called upon them to sustain 
it so that it would help not 
just the villagers but others 
as well.

Pastor of Union Church 
Kipfüzou, Lalhou Bio, said 
the invocation, while the 
chairperson of  Kigwema 
Women Society, Neba-
no Bio, and chairman of  
Kigwema village council, 
Siechale Yhoshü, briefly 
exhorted the gathering.

really make matter to the 
country much more. 

He said NEC Summit 
over the years has been a 
great occasion to sensitise 
people from the states, par-
ticularly from Delhi, capitals 
and metropolitan cities of  
India to get acquainted with 
the north east states not as 
a marginalised or a remote 
place.  

Mukhoyadhaya opined 
that these summits have 

given an opportunity to the 
people to see NE as part of  
the nation mainstream and 
see the capability and qual-
ity of  its people. Underlin-
ing two important points, 
he said there was an urgent 
need to bring NE region 
together thereby making as a 
productive states rather than 
a consuming region through 
harnessing local products 
and improving qualities of  
designs and access to the 

Myanmar government invites Nagaland
U Sai Kyaw Zaw, minister of  Cultural 
Affairs, Mandalay Region, Myanmar, has 
invited Nagaland government and busi-
nessmen to visit Myanmar for cultural and 
business relation.

Speaking at the valedictory programme, 
Zaw, who came along with other 20 del-
egates, said out of the seven sisters in north 
east Nagaland, Mizoram, Manipur and 
Arunachal Pradesh border with Myanmar 
and have cultural relations since a long 
time. 

He said Manipur and Mizoram visit 
Mandalay region frequently to promote 
their cultural and business relations. He 
was hopeful that Nagaland 2030 vision 
would be successful.

State chief  secretary, Pankaj Kumar, 
was optimistic that the NE Connectivity 
Summit has provided a very useful plat-
form for Government of India and north 
east states to come together and pool ideas, 
perspectives, expertise and network to take 
NE connectivity to the next level. 

It was informed that Arunachal Pradesh 
will be hosting the 4th edition of the North 
East Connectivity Summit 2017.

The summit was attended by promi-
nent personalities like Amar Abrol, CEO 
of Air Asia; Partha Satpathy, Joint Secre-
tary (States), Ministry of External Affairs, 
Government of  India; and top officials 
from Axis Bank, Central Bank of India, 
Pawan  Hans, NHIDCL, Sate Bank of  
India, Dell, Mitsubishi, Deloitte, CUTS 
International, IL&FS, OTPC, etc. 

Many corporate houses, multilaterals 
and banks have showed keen interest to 
work with the Government of Nagaland 
and in the region for development of vari-
ous connectivity issues. 

State chief  minister, TR Zeliang and 
Members of  Parliament Neiphiu Rio 
and Gaurav Gogoi were other prominent 
Indian political figures who participated in 
the summit. 

Representatives from FICCI thanked 
the chief  minister and the Government 
of Nagaland for their support to the sum-
mit and hoped that the 5th North East 
Connectivity Summit 2018 scheduled in 
Tawang, Arunachal Pradesh, will be able 
to reflect on the achievements of the cur-
rent summit.

ber 23, when the police was 
making enquiry to ascertain 
the owner of  the vehicle, 
the said owner T Khalo, a 
prominent resident of  AG 
Colony, Kohima, turned up 
at South PS to lodge FIR for 
his lost bolero.

According to release, the 
owner came to known of  
his missing vehicle only on 
September 23. He report-
edly parked the vehicle on 
the road side at AG Colony 
the previous day after return-
ing from office. The vehicle 
was handed over to him on 
zimanamma after observing 
all the legal formalities.

In this connection, two 
persons identified as Jakir 
Husen (25), son of  Majir 
Uddin of Salanama village 
in Karimganj, Assam, and 
Raj Kumar (23), son of  
Arun Tewar of  Manipuri 
village in Khatkhati, As-
sam, were taken into police 
custody. A regular case has 
been registered with the Ko-
hima South Police Station 
for conducting further inves-
tigation.

Dimapur, Sep. 23 (EMN): Students from 
Kros College attended the 3rd regional level 
‘Samvad 2017,’ organised by Tata Steel in as-
sociation with the North East Zone Cultural 
Centre (NEZCC) held in Guwahati, Assam, 
on September 19 and 20. The conclave was 
based on the theme “Aspiration of  tribal 
youth and leadership for future.”

The two-day conclave witnessed par-
ticipation from states of Assam, Arunachal 
Pradesh, Manipur, Mizoram, Meghalaya, 
Nagaland, and Sikkim. 

Biren Bhuta, chief of Tata Steel Corpo-
rate Social Responsibility (CSR), in his inau-
gural speech said, “The cultural relationship 
with the land is sacred and hence religious 
and requires protection.” 

During the interactive session, students 
of KROS College voiced the issue on tribal-
ism, corruption, research and consultancy 
service. In the cultural night programme, 
Vevolu and Lipongla presented a Tati song, 
“So He Mo Yo.” They were selected for India 
Tribal Conclave to be held in Jamshedpur. 

In the action plan session, Keliihol Tase, 
Assistant Professor, shared some of the in-
novative activities undertaken by the college 
such as the first college to be declared ‘Tobac-
co free campus’ in Nagaland, disable friendly 
campus, and research on social issue.

It may be noted that Tata Steel is operat-
ing in six foreign countries whereby 70% of  
the revenue comes from abroad and 30% is 
generated from the country.

Kohima, Sep. 23 (EMN): 
With the view to cater 
home-grown organic veg-
etable to the public while 
creating a livelihood op-
portunity for farmers to sell 
their produce, Kigwema 
Women Society has initi-
ated a ‘Daily Market’ along 
the National Highway-29 
at Kipfüzou, Kigwema. 
The daily market was in-
augurated on Saturday by 
Additional Deputy Com-
missioner (ADC), Medz-
iphema, Vikhweno Chale.

Addressing the gather-
ing during the inaugura-
tion, Chale said starting a 
marketplace may appear to 
be a small thing but she ob-
served that it was actually 
a big step. She highlighted 
that Nagas were an agrar-
ian society but because of  
the growth in population 
and urbanisation, many 
cultivation areas have grad-
ually been inhabited by 
people, while farming has 



4 REGION
EASTERN MIRROR  |  Dimapur,Sunday, September 24, 2017

Manipur govt. takes severe measures to 
prevent illegal entry of migrants — Biren

MKCSYA organises sports 
meet and cultural exchange

Diphu Manja to hold 25th ZK youth 
festival from Sep. 27 onwards

M’laya govt. issues 
order on dumping 
of demolition waste

Media sensitisation workshop on IMD held in Guwahati 

Tripura tense, Press Council seeks report on journalist’s killing

Children not safe 
anywhere in the 
country:Kailash

Our Correspondent
 Impha l ,  Sep.  23 (EMN): 
Manipur Chief  Minister N Biren 
said the state government has 
taken up stringent measures to 
prevent entry of  illegal migrants 
across the border areas. 

“The State  gover nment 
has already issued an alert to 
strengthen security along Indo-
Myanmar border to prevent 
the influx of  the Rohingya and 
other illegal migrants” says Biren 
while replying to a question 
during a media interaction at 
CM secretariat here on Friday 
evening. “The state police have 
been conducting massive drive 
to identify immigrants at Moreh 
by deploying additional officers 
since the past one month.” 

Similar  s teps were also 
taken up at Behiang,a border 
village in Churachandpur district 
and Jiribam, another district 
headquarters bordering Assam’s 
Cachar  d i s t r i c t ,he  added. 
Manipur government has taken 
up the move to block the entry of  
Rohingya muslims fleeing from 
violence in Myanmar’s Rakhine 
state along the more than 360 km 
porous Manipur sector of  Indo-
Myanmar .

Police have also intensified 
their drive by conducting door to 
door identification drives such as 
identification and verification of  
Aadhaar card and voter card of  
various households in the border 
areas. 

So far 107 people have been 

deported for not having proper 
documents when the district 
authority screened 1211 houses 
in Jiribam area alone, he added.
Steps are also on for the setting 
up of  permanent police stations 
at Behiang and Jiri Mukh area 
along Manipur-Assam border. 
Replying to a query over the 
s u s p i c i o u s  d e a t h  o f  o n e 
Manipuri boy Pravish Chanam 
in Noida,  Biren said state 
ADGP (Intelligence)Pramod 
Asthana has been deputed to get 
factual information from the UP 
government. 

Biren also admitted that he 
had already talked with the UP 
Chief  Minister Yogi Adityanath 
over the telephone. He further 
stated that the State government 

would asked to conduct the 
investigation by an independent 
body such as CBI.         

 On the other hand with the 
primary objective to conserve the 
paddy land and wetland and to 
promote growth of  agriculture 
sector in the State, Biren Singh 
informed that the government 
has decided to hold any process 
for conversion or reclamation of  
paddy land pending finalisation 
of  the Data Bank with details of  
paddy land and wetland prepared 
with the help of digitised cadastral 
maps by the Government.

Biren mentioned that a Data 
Bank with details of  paddy land 
along with the survey numbers 
will be prepared with the help 
of  cadastral maps combined 

with satellite images of  paddy 
land in a month’s time with the 
help of  MARSAC to check such 
illegal conversions. Manipur 
Conservation of  Paddy Land 
and Wetland Act, 2014 was 
implemented in the State with 
effect from September 10,2014.

B i r e n  S i n g h  s a i d  t h a t 
violations if  any detected on the 
basis of  such digital maps will 
be detected and penalised as per 
provisions of  the Act. 

The government has also 
directed Deputy Commissioners 
of  all districts to comply with the 
above decision strictly and ensure 
that no conversion or reclamation 
of  paddy land and wetland is 
allowed until further instructions, 
he added.

Our Correspondent
Maram, Sep. 23 (EMN):  The 32nd 
edition of  Maram Khullen Circle Youths’ 
& Students’ Association (MKCSYA) 
sponsored sports meet cum cultural 
exchange was kick-started on Saturday at 
N Raisung Ground, Maram Bazar, 80 km 
north of  Imphal in Manipur’s Senapati 
district.

Joint Director L Jayentakumar of  
Youth affairs and sports department 
was the chief  guest while chief  of  
Maram Sagongnamba, President of  All 
Manipur Students Union (AMSU) Manjit 
Sarangthem were the guests of  honour of  
the inaugural function. 

Demonstrating the peaceful co-
existence of  different communities in the 
area, cultural exchange was exhibited by 
Maram and other communities.

In his speech chief  guest advocated 
that sports and music have no barriers 
and informed the public that games and 
sports is nowadays becomes a lucrative 
profession.

In his speech, AMSU President Manjit 

Sarangthem said that Manipur has different 
ethnic communities and it’s has its own 
unique cultural activities. He also appealed 
to everyone attending the day’s gathering 
particularly the students’ fraternity to 
collectively fight for the students rights 
across the state. Autonomous district 
council members of  the Senapati district 
who’s who of  Maram circle leaders 
including the Maram women leaders also 
attended the day’s inaugural function.

Pres iden t  Kara iba  Franc i s  o f  
MKCSYA told the reporters almost all the 
maram circle clubs and villages are taking 
part in the eight day sports extravaganza 
and cultural exchange programme. There 
are more than two dozen Maram villages 
in Manipur.

The valedictory function (Prize 
distribution) of  the event is to be held on 
September 30 with state’s Tribal & Hill 
areas minister N Kayisii and President 
of  Naga Students Federation Kesosul 
Christopher and Chairman of  Maram 
Khullen Mangalung as chief  guest,guest 
of  honour and honorary guest respectively.

Our Correspondent 
Diphu, Sep.23 (EMN): The 
25 th  Zona l  Ka r b i  Yo uth 
Festival (ZKYF) of  Diphu 
Manja zone will be held at 
Dengrali Aklam, Manja in 
Karbi Anglong from 27-30th 
Sep. Likewise, at the same time 
other 21 Zonal Units will also 
celebrates Silver Jubilee Zonal 
Karbi Youth Festival (ZKYF) in 
their respective places in Karbi 
Anglong.

Central ly  Karbi  Youth 
Festival (KYF) is usually held 
every year in the month of  
February from 15-19th, a five 
day long festive celebration 
which is organise by Karbi 
Cultural Society (KCS).

The Zonal Karbi Youth 
Festival of  the Karbi tribe will 
be of  four days from September 
27. Thousands are expected to 
attend the cultural extravaganza 
of  the Karbi tribe in which there 
will also be concerts, ethnic 
food along with popular food 
items, fashion, and interaction 

on literature. 
A r t i s t ,  i n t e l l e c t u a l s , 

researchers and writers will also 
attend like every year.

The Zonal Karbi Youth 
Festival is organised annually 
by Karbi Cultural Society 
(KCS) which have 22 Zonal 
units in Karbi Anglong district 
and as well as few units in 
Assam. 

Diphu-Manja KCS zone, 
Assistant  Secretary Dhansing 
Teron informed to this scribe 
while visiting the site of  festival 
at Dengrali Aklam, said that 
the ZKYF will begin from  
Sep. 27 were 14 KCS-Unit 
are likely to participate in the 
festival, during the four days 
of  its celebration traditional 
dances, songs, games and many 
other events will take place, 
added Teron.

 Moreover, regarding the 
preparation 80 percent has been 
done; various sub-committees 
has  been engaged for  the 
successful celebration of  ZKYF.

Shillong,Sep.23(PTI): Meghalaya government 
today issued orders against unregulated 
dumping of  construction and demolition 
wastes in the open spaces and drains.

“The Public Works Department (Roads) 
hereby informs and prohibits all house owners, 
contractors and firms including government 
department undertaking any constructions 
projects to dump the construction and 
demolition waste of  building materials, etc 
on stated sites,” PWD chief  engineer said in a 
statement here.

He said violations of the same will attraction 
actions as per rules.

Accordingly, the waste generators are 
requested to ensure proper waste management 
at site with regards to building construction 
and demolition waste and dispose the same at 
the designated and authorised site as arrange 
disposal with the Authority concern.

The order is in line with the notification 
of  the Ministry of  Environment, Forest and 
Climate Change, Government of  India that 
has notified the Construction and Demolition 
Waste Management Rules, 2016 under the 
Environment Protective Act, 1986.

D i m a p u r,  S e p.  2 3  ( E M N ) : 
Media sensitization workshop on 
Intensified Mission Indradhanush 
(IMD) for northeast states was held 
at Hotel Shoolin Grand, Guwahati 
on Saturday. The event is organized 
by Regional Resource Centre for 
North-East states (FRC-NE) and 
UNICEF.

Dr.  Bamin Tada,  Direc tor 
RRC-NE in his keynote address 
said five states from Northeast are 
below the national average of  62 
percent highlighting about the status 
of  routine Immunization in the 
North-East with Sikkim the highest 
coverage at 83 percent and Nagaland 
is the lowest in the region at 35 
percent from seven states.

In this regard, the director 
encourages the media persons to play 
a key role in sensitizing communities 
with accurate and timely information 
on the importance of  achieving full 
immunization stating that the major 
concern in the Northeast region is the 
lack of  awareness among the people.

It was informed that seven states 
in Northeast India will launch 
Mission Indradhanush, a flagship 
immunizat ion scheme of  the 

Government of  India, from Oct.7, 
2017. Four immunization rounds 
will be conducted for 7 working days 
in 187 districts -- 118 districts in 16 
high priority states, 17 urban areas 
and 52 north-eastern districts (under 
which 11 district are from Nagaland) 
-- every month between October 
2017 and January 2018.

Dr. C. Ravichandran, Health 
Specialist for North-East, UNICEF 
in his discussion highlighted the 
importance of  vaccination. He also 
discussed on the objectives of  the 
IMI and how it improves on Mission 
Indradhanush. The first four phases 
of  Mission Indradhanush have been 
completed in 528 districts across 
the country. More than 2.47 crone 
children and around 67 lakh pregnant 
women have been vaccinated under 
Mission Indradhanush so far. 

Dr Maulik, Health Officer for 
NE States, UNICEF said intensified 
drive are focusing on intervention 
to reach 90% full immunization 
coverage by December 2018 in 
identified districts and urban cities. 
IMI aims to cover children and 
pregnant women who have missed 
out on routine dose of  immunization 

through focused effort and system 
immunizat ion dr ives  sa id  Dr 
Maulik.In order to make IMI a 
greater success, 11 other ministries/
departments are coming together 
to support the immunization drives 
including the media. While the 
convergence of  ground level workers 
of  various departments like ASHA, 
ANMs, Anganwadi workers, Zila 
preraks under NULM, self-help 
groups will be ensured for successful 
implementation of  such programme. 

During a session on ‘role of  
media in Routine Immunization’ 
by Tahseen Alan, Communication 
Officer, UNICEF Assam stressed 
on the need for orientation programs 
relating to health issues and how to 
cover those related news based on 
the guidelines. The workshop was 
attended by journalists and editors, 
representatives from Directorate of  
Information and Public Relation- 
and official from the department of  
Health from all seven state (Sikkim, 
Manipur, Meghalaya, Tripura, 
Mizoram, Arunachal Pradesh and 
Nagaland), representatives from 
UNICEF and RCC-NE were also 
present in the workshop

Agartala, Sep 23 (IANS) :The 
Press Council of  India (PCI) on 
Saturday sought a report from the 
Tripura government on the killing 
of  a TV journalist on Wednesday, 
while several media organisations 
have demanded a CBI probe into 
the murder.

During mob violence Shantanu 
Bhowmik, a 28-year-old journalist, 
was brutally killed allegedly by 
tribal-based party cadres at Mandai 
in West Tripura district.

“The PCI has sought a report 
from the Tripura government about 
the killing of  the journalist while 
discharging his professional duties. 
After getting the report from the 
state government, the PCI would 
take a final decision on the issue,” 
Tripura Journalists Union (TJU) 
general secretary Pranab Sarkar told 
the media here.Seven journalists’ 
and media organisations on 
Saturday took out a rally here and 
demanded a probe by the Central 
Bureau of Investigation (CBI) into 
the killing of the journalist.

Subal Kumar Dey, President of  

the Tripura Newspaper Society, has 
demanded a white paper from the 
Tripura government on the attacks 
on journalists over the past some 
years in the state.

Meanwhile, tension prevailed 
on Saturday in parts of West Tripura 
and Khowai districts where a tribal-
based party has carried out a series 
of attacks since Tuesday, including 
the one in which the 28-year-old 
journalist was killed.

Police said that a 29-year-
old driver Jiban Debnath of  a 
private vehicle was missing since 
Wednesday. The security forces 
continued their search operation to 
rescue the driver.

“A journalist of  a Delhi-based 
newspaper had hired a private 
vehicle and gone to Khumulwng 
along with a local guide. Some 
members of the IPFT (Indigenous 
People’s Front of Tripura) attacked 
them there and then fled. The 
IPFT activists also burnt down the 
vehicle,” a police official said.

He said that while the journalist 
and his local guide reported to the 

police the next day (Thursday), the 
driver was still missing.The official 
said when a police team was rushed 
to Khumulwng, headquarters of the 
Tripura Tribal Areas Autonomous 
District Council (TTAADC), the 
IPFT activists attacked them and 
burnt down the police vehicle.

Since Tuesday, prohibitory 
orders have been in force in more 
than 10 places in West Tripura 
and Khowai districts, including 
violence-hit Mandai, 35 km north 
of here.

Contingents of  the Central 
Reserve Police Force, Tripura State 
Rifles and the Tripura Police have 
been deployed in the trouble-torn 
mixed population areas.

Mobile-internet services in 
Tripura have been suspended until 
Sunday night as a precautionary 
measure, and top officials of  the 
state are monitoring the situation.

Wednesday’s incidents in West 
Tripura and Khowai districts are 
an upshot of  Tuesday’s violent 
attacks by another party’s activists 
in several parts of  the state.On 

Tuesday, over 60 members of  the 
ruling CPI-M’s tribal wing Tripura 
Rajya Upajati Ganamukti Parishad 
(TRUGP) were injured in separate 
attacks allegedly by rival IPFT 
cadres at 12 places.

Deputy Inspector General of  
police Arindam Nath said that so 
far 13 IPFT members have been 
arrested for their involvement in 
the attacks.

The IPFT and the Twipraland 
State Party have since 2009 been 
agitating for upgrading the existing 
Tripura Tribal Areas Autonomous 
District Council (TTAADC) to a 
separate tribal state.

The TTAADC has jurisdiction 
over two-thirds of Tripura’s 10,491 
sq.km area that is home to over 
12,16,000 people, mostly tribals.

Ahead of the assembly elections 
in Tripura, due in February next 
year, the separate tribal-based state 
demand has snowballed into a 
major political issue. Tribals play 
a crucial political role in the state, 
with 20 of  the 60 assembly seats 
reserved for them.

Guwahati, Sep. 23 (PTI): 
Nobel laureate Kailash 
S a t ya r t h i  t o d ay  s a i d 
children are now “not safe 
anywhere” in the country, 
while batting for a rigorous 
l a w  a g a i n s t  h u m a n 
trafficking, including child 
trafficking.

He asserted that he 
has declared a war against 
crimes like rape, sexual 
abuse and child trafficking, 
and hoped the ‘Bharat 
Yatra ’  campaign wi l l 
make India safe again for 
children.

These are not ordinary 
crimes. This is a moral 
epidemic haunting our 

nation.He was jointly 
awarded the Nobel Peace 
Pr ize  in  2014 ,  a long 
with Pakistan’s Malala 
Yousafzai.

Hail ing Satyar thi’s 
campaign,  Meghalaya 
Minister of  Sports and 
Youth Affairs Zenith M 
Sangma said that the state 
government will leave no 
stone unturned to create a 
child-friendly society.

Satyarthi had begun his 
35-day-long nation-wide 
‘Bharat Yatra’ march on 
September 11. The 11,000-
km yatra will travel through 
22 states, culminating in 
New Delhi on October 16.

MIRROR CROSSWORD 1604SUD0KU 1444
Every Sudoku has a unique solution that can be 
reached logically. Enter numbers into the blank 
spaces so that each row, column and 3x3 box 
contains the numbers 1 to 9.
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ACROSS

responsible for the 

4. Folds up for storage or 
transport

7. Less dangerous

15. Southern US state

19. Felid

22. Unpleasant person

27. Procession

35. Mariner
37. Bill

42. Supports trestletree

44. Pouch

55. Alar
56. Last or greatest in an 

DOWN

state

10. Fencing swords
11. Tears down 16. Bulge 

out

top
23. Director ___ Howard
24. Castanets
25. Male adults

33. Support 
34. Decline

calcareous skeleton

42. Cast out

51. Cardiograph
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Students of Loyola Higher Secondary School, Kiphire, presenting a cultural item on the occasion of cultural day programme on September 23.

Assam Rifles personnel during the cleanliness drive.

Commission- secretary, Khrienuo Metha, along with NSDMA staff and MHBHSS faculty members  after the 
evacuation drill conducted on September 22.

Students of Nursery class presenting a special number on the occasion of parents’ day celebration on 
September 22.

Dimapur, Sep. 23 (EMN): 
With the aim to instil values 
of  culture in each student, 
Loyola Higher Secondary 

School (LHSS), Kiphire, 
observed its annual cultural 
day on September 23.

Observing cultural day 

in Loyola School, Kiphire, 
is one important programme 
in the academic calendar. 
The school provides won-

derful opportunity for the 
students to revitalise the rich 
traditions handed down by 
the forefathers.

AR units undertake cleanliness drives

NSDMA conducts drill in Kohima 

AR nabs one arms dealer

Jo Foundation School celebrates parents’ day NCSU resents govt apathy

Chakhroma GBs’ Union appreciates DC Dimapur 

Loyola School Kiphire observes cultural day

K-1360

LAND FOR 
URGENT SALE

A commercial land 
measuring about 2.1 Bikhas 

(31000 sq. ft. approx) 
located at Burma Camp 

North Block opposite 
Modern Abattoir Dimapur is 
on urgent sale @Rs. 320/

sq.ft.. (nego.). 
Only for Genuine 

buyers; Contacts No: 
9436072326/9862255687.

D
-4
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0

OFFICE OF THE
NAGA PEOPLE’S FRONT

CENTRAL HQS: KOHIMA

Temporary Address:
Legacy Complex

Bayavu Hill
Kohima: Nagaland

Ref. No………………. Date: 22nd Sept’ 2017

WELCOME MESSAGE
The democratic people of the Naga People’s Front (NPF) 11th Northern Angami II 
A/c Party heartily welcomes all leaders who have abandoned the undemocratic, 
dictatorial, autocratic Dr. Shürhozelie Liezietsu and have decided to join 
and built anew the mainstream NPF Party under the able leadership of NPF 
President Shri. Neiphiu Rio the most beloved and the most dynamic leader of 
our Naga people spread across all International boundaries. 
Together in patriotic spirit we shall re-dedicate ourselves and work together to 
enable our party seek greater height for an improved governance. 
In true democratic spirit we share with Naga People; Names of all leaders of 
11th Northern Angami II A/c who have joined the mainstream NPF under Shri. 
Neiphiu Rio President Naga People Front (NPF) Party.

Vibeilietuo Kets 
President 

NPF 11th Northern Angami II A/c DG-674

 Sl. Name Designation 
 1.  Thavilie Pienyü President 
 2. Delie Metha General Secretary (P) 
 3. Sievi Sopfünuo Secretary (P) 
 4. Neibulie Sanchu Treasure (P) 
 5. Visalie Kaco Vice President 
 6. Atsibu Soliezuo General Secretary Koh div 
 7. Victor Sogotsu Ass. Press Secretary 
 8. Ruokuovituo Zatsu General Secretary 
 9. Neiketuo Metha VP Youth Wing 
 10. Kevilenuo President W/w 
 11. Keduolhoulie Secretary 
 12. Neimezo Secretary
 13. Kekhriesile Khoubvu V.P Youth Wing 
 14. Sabeilhou Kuotsu President F/w 
 15. Thejangulie Secretary Central 
 16. Annyo Pfüsenuo V.P w/w 
 17. Kevineinuo Secretary W/w 
 18. Avi-u Secretary Y/w 
 19. Khriesa Secretary 
 20. Khrieneinuo Ruprie-o Secretary W/w 
 21. Nini Kuotsu Secretary 
 22. Ketsütso Lohe V.P Y/w 
 23. Khrielabeilie Secretary Y/w 
 24. Kobunuo Kets V.P W/w 

Addressing the students 
and teachers, who attended 
the programme with colour-
ful traditional attires, the 
school principal Fr. Ntonse 
John, spoke on the impor-
tance of knowing our own 
unique identity through the 
knowledge of folksongs, folk 
tales/folklores, dances, ways 
of making/building houses 
and of  equipping oneself  
with the skill of crafts-mak-
ing and weaving which has 
seen a major decline today.

The teachers added 
colours to the celebration 
through their unique tra-
ditional melody prior to 
the programme. The items 
for the competition com-
prised of  duet, group folk 
tune, group cultural dance, 
traditional attire show and 
cultural exhibition.

Dimapur, Sep. 23 (EMN): Assam Rifles 
units under the aegis of Headquarter Inspec-
tor General Assam Rifles (North) carried out 
cleanliness drive and awareness programmes 
at various locations in order to promote 
Swachh Bharat Abhiyan. 

Troops of  5 Assam Rifles organised a 
lecture at Atoizu School, during which the 
students were educated about the impor-
tance of clean surroundings. It was followed 
by a joint cleanliness drive at Meyiolong 
village. 

In a similar programme, troops of  15 
Assam Rifles conducted a joint cleanliness 
drive at Dan village. Special emphasis was 
put to clear the area surrounding the village 
church. The drive was followed by a lecture 
on Swachh Bharat Abhiyan, which was at-

tended by 35 locals and 40 children. 
In a series of events being conducted to 

increase awareness on Swachhta Abhiyan, 
troops of 40 Assam Rifles also conducted a 
lecture at Government School, Chenloiso. 
Altogether 38 students attended the lecture.

Troops of  44 Assam Rifles also con-
ducted an interaction programme with 
Ungma village council to spread awareness 
about Swachhta Abhiyan. The interaction 
was followed by a lecture on cleanliness and 
hygiene. 

As a prelude to the interaction, a joint 
cleanliness drive was carried out at Ungma 
village by the locals and troops. 

Meanwhile, troops of 4 Kumaon carried 
out a joint cleanliness drive in Tizit market in 
which locals enthusiastically participated.

Dimapur, Sep. 23 (EMN): 
Nagaland State Disaster 
Management Authority 
(NSDMA) conducted an 
earthquake evacuation drill 
and Mithun Caravan at Min-
isters’ Hill Baptist Higher 
Secondary School, Kohima, 
on September 22.

As part of  the drill, an 
emergency siren was sound-
ed at around 10:30 a.m. 
prompting a mad scramble 
in every classroom. Dur-
ing the drill class teachers 

were evacuated to safe zones 
outside the school building 
through the escape routes, 
which have been prepared 
since 2014 by the school 
authority.

Later, ‘Mithun Caravan’ 
was conducted, which is 
a replica of  the Japanese 
school safety programme 
‘Iza Kaeru Cavaran’ and first 
of its kind in the country to 
the school children. 

It is a recreational game 
but also educational as it 

creates awareness among the 
students on how to respond 
to disasters through the 
game. The concept was in-
troduced to the State by Jon-
jibemo Odyuo, SRRO, and 
Thejangulie Zao, DDMO, 
Kohima, who had attended 
one and half month course 
during October and No-
vember 2016 on community 
based disaster risk reduction 
at Japan International Cor-
poration Agency (JICA), 
Kobe, Japan.

CORRECTION
Apropos new report under caption ‘DIET publishes book on nursery rhymes,’ which was 
published on September 23 of this local daily, the same should be read as rhymes in audio 
book and not as rendered. The oversight is regretted.

Dimapur, Sep. 23 (EMN): 
Nagaland Contractors and 
Suppliers’ Union (NCSU) 
has expressed serious con-
cern over the failure of  the 
State government for non-
implementation of  the or-
der of  the Union Ministry 
of  Transport and Highway, 
Government of  India, in 
cancelling the work order 
in respect of  Maytas- Gay-
atri, a Hyderabad based 
Joint Venture (JV) for con-
struction of  various roads 
under SARDP-I in Naga-
land, which was allotted to 
the company on February 
4, 2011. 

NCSU president, Pele 
Khezhie, and the general 
secretary, John Kath, resent-
ed that instead of complet-
ing the said project, Maytas-
Gayatri (JV) had abruptly 
abandoned the construction 
work since 2014 thereby 
affecting the public with im-
mense hardship as the said 
roads are lifeline of several 
district headquarters.

NCSU had, on several 
occasions, submitted repre-
sentations urging the Minis-
try of Transport and High-
way, Government of India, 
to call for fresh tender for the 
construction of 2 lane roads 
in the State under SARDP 

Phase-I i.e. (1) Longleng-
Changtongya Road, (2) 
Mon-Tamlu- Merangkong 
Road, (3) Phek-Pfutsero 
Road, and (4) Zunheboto-
Chakhabama Road. 

NCSU stated that it had 
repeatedly reminded both 
the Government of  India 
and State government for 
early restoration of  the 
abandoned works and to 
change the modalities in 
awarding contract works 
by breaking-up into smaller 
projects in order to enable 
the local contractors to 
participate in the competi-
tive bidding.

Stating that the State 
government had experi-
enced total failure of  the 
so-called multi-crore com-
pany Maytas & Gayatri in 
this project, NCSU said 
the same fate should not 
be repeated in the next 
bidding.

NCSU further urged the 
State government and the 
Ministry of  Transport and 
Highway, Government of  
India, to expedite the proc-
ess of inviting tender of the 
said SARDP Phase-I Project 
and ensure that the local 
contractors are made eligi-
ble to get the contract works 
under the programme.

Dimapur, Sep. 23 (EMN): 
Chakhroma GBs’ Union 
(CGBU) has appreciated 
the Deputy Commissioner, 
Dimapur, for his unwavering 
commitment to the public 
welfare as shown during the 
recent auto bandh called by 
the Dimapur District Au-
torickshaw Drivers’ Union 
(DDADU). 

‘The stand taken by 
the district administration 
against the unreasonable de-
mands of the DDADU and 
not relenting to the pressure 
tactic adopted by the union 
is highly commendable,’ 
CGBU president Thepfuke-
do Kuotsu and the general 
secretary Atso Gwizan stat-

ed in a joint statement.
It stated that the move 

taken by the district ad-
ministration in revising the 
auto fares by keeping the 
public welfare in mind was 
a much welcomed steps. 
It has, however, termed 
it ‘unfortunate and un-
warranted’ that the auto 
drivers under the banner 
of  DDADU had tried to 
have their selfish ways by 
using pressure upon the 
administration thereby to-
tally jeopardising the public 
convenience. It added that 
the wise decision taken by 
the administration by not 
yielding to such pressure 
tactic adopted by the union 

Dimapur, Sep. 23 (EMN): Jo Foundation 
School in Agri Colony, Kohima, celebrated 
the parents’ day on September 22 in the 
school premises in which children pre-
sented ingenious items to show their love 
and admiration to the parents. 

Jo Foundation is an inclusive school 
started in the year 2010. The school provide 
different unique facilities to its students by 
special trained teachers like physiotherapy, 
music therapy, speech therapy etc besides 
the normal martial arts and music class 
facilities which is common in many schools. 
It also provides fee concessions to children 
with special needs, full time church workers 
and genuine economically weak family.  

Speaking at the occasion, Director of  
Social Welfare Department and chief guest, 
T Merang Aier, opined the need for more 
inclusive schools in Nagaland to accom-
modate children with special needs. He said 
the society needs to contribute more for the 
uplift of  children with special needs and 

also appreciated the school for their efforts 
and contributions to build a better future for 
the students.  

Speaking on behalf  of  the parents, 
Pichano thanked the school and its teach-
ing staff  for shouldering the responsibility 
to mould the future of their children. She 
also thanked the students for their love and 
appreciation through different items. 

During the programme, the children 
presented ‘Home Coming Kids- Camp 
Out!’ a Bill and Gloria Gaither presentation 
with much excitement and fanfare captur-
ing the hearts of all parents and guardians 
present.  

The programme began with an invoca-
tion prayer by administrator, Tenyenilo 
Thong, followed by welcome address deliv-
ered by the school chairman Daniel Thong 
Seb. The vote of  thanks was delivered by 
head teacher Keyokhole Ltu. The pro-
gramme ended with skill and art exhibition 
by the students.

A������ ���� ������, I���� A�����, ����� ���� ��� ������ ���� ��� 
����������� �� A���� R����� �������.

Dimapur, Sep. 23 (EMN): 
Basing on specific informa-
tion regarding presence of  
arms dealer in Naharbari 
village, troops of  36 Assam 
launched an operation and 
arrested one person with 
illegal arms and ammuni-
tions on September 21.

According to the As-
sam Rifles press release, 
the accused has been iden-
tified as Inavi Achumi 
(34), son of  Akhei Achumi 
of  Naharbari village. The 
troops confiscated one .22 
mm pistol with magazine, 
one 12 Bore shot gun, one 
pistol magazine, eight live 
rounds of  12 bore shot gun 
and 15 fired cartridges of  
shot gun from his posses-

sion.
The accused along with 

the recovered arms and am-
munition has been handed 
over to East Police Station, 
Dimapur, for further inves-
tigation, it added.

has strengthened the public 
faith on the authorities. 

Acknowledging that au-
torickshaw is a poor man’s 
ideal means of conveyance, 
CGBU lamented that auto 
drivers, instead of  serving 
the public, took advantage of  
the helplessness of the public 
and tried to exploit the poor 
people’s pocket. It stated that 
the recent agitation by the 

DDADU against the revised 
fare only goes to confirm that 
the union has no feelings for 
public welfare but are only 
interested in enhancing their 
selfish gains. 

With the increasing 
number of  autorickshaws 
which has become a ma-
jor source of traffic hazard 
in and around Dimapur 
town coupled with the driv-

ers not adhering to traffic 
regulations and without any 
proper signal system which 
has become a major contrib-
uting factor of  mishaps on 
the highway, CGBU has sug-
gested the authorities to limit 
issuing of license for autos 
and also to conduct trainings 
to educate the drivers on 
basic traffic regulation and 
ethics from time to time. 
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Nothing Matters: How The Invention of Zero Helped Create Modern Mathematics

Do Your Social Media Posts 
"Bear False Witness?"

A small dot on an old piece of  birch 
bark marks one of  the biggest 
events in the history of  mathemat-
ics. The bark is actually part of  

an ancient Indian mathematical document 
known as the Bakhshali manuscript. And 
the dot is the first known recorded use of  the 
number zero. What’s more, researchers from 
the University of  Oxford recently discovered 
the document is 500 years older than was 
previously estimated, dating to the third or 
fourth century – a breakthrough discovery.

Today, it’s difficult to imagine how you 
could have mathematics without zero. In a 
positional number system, such as the dec-
imal system we use now, the location of  a 
digit is really important. Indeed, the real dif-
ference between 100 and 1,000,000 is where 
the digit 1 is located, with the symbol 0 serv-
ing as a punctuation mark.

Yet for thousands of  years we did with-
out it. The Sumerians of  5,000BC employed 
a positional system but without a 0. In some 

rudimentary form, a symbol or a space was 
used to distinguish between, for example, 
204 and 20000004. But that symbol was 
never used at the end of  a number, so the 
difference between 5 and 500 had to be de-
termined by context.

What’s more, 0 at the end of  a number 
makes multiplying and dividing by 10 easy, 
as it does with adding numbers like 9 and 
1 together. The invention of  zero immensely 
simplified computations, freeing mathema-
ticians to develop vital mathematical dis-
ciplines such as algebra and calculus, and 
eventually the basis for computers. 

Zero’s late arrival was partly a reflection 
of  the negative views some cultures held for 
the concept of  nothing. Western philosophy 
is plagued with grave misconceptions about 
nothingness and the mystical powers of  lan-
guage. The fifth century BC Greek thinker 
Parmenides proclaimed that nothing cannot 
exist, since to speak of  something is to speak 
of  something that exists. This Parmenidean 
approach kept prominent historical figures 
busy for a long while.

After the advent of  Christianity, reli-

gious leaders in Europe argued that since 
God is in everything that exists, anything 
that represents nothing must be satanic. In 
an attempt to save humanity from the devil, 
they promptly banished zero from exist-
ence, though merchants continued secretly 
to use it.

By contrast, in Buddhism the concept of  
nothingness is not only devoid of  any de-
monic possessions but is actually a central 
idea worthy of  much study en route to nir-
vana. With such a mindset, having a mathe-
matical representation for nothing was, well, 
nothing to fret over. In fact, the English word 
“zero” is originally derived from the Hindi 
“sunyata”, which means nothingness and is 
a central concept in Buddhism.

So after zero finally emerged in ancient 
India, it took almost 1,000 years to set root 
in Europe, much longer than in China or the 
Middle East. In 1200 AD, the Italian math-
ematician Fibonacci, who brought the deci-
mal system to Europe, wrote that:

The method of  the Indians surpasses any 
known method to compute. It’s a marvellous 
method. They do their computations using 

nine figures and the symbol zero.
This superior method of  computation, 

clearly reminiscent of  our modern one, freed 
mathematicians from tediously simple cal-
culations, and enabled them to tackle more 
complicated problems and study the gen-
eral properties of  numbers. For example, it 
led to the work of  the seventh century In-
dian mathematician and astronomer Brah-
magupta, considered to be the beginning of  
modern algebra.
Algorithms and calculus
The Indian method is so powerful because 
it means you can draw up simple rules for 
doing calculations. Just imagine trying to 
explain long addition without a symbol for 
zero. There would be too many exceptions 
to any rule. The ninth century Persian math-
ematician Al-Khwarizmi was the first to me-
ticulously note and exploit these arithmetic 
instructions, which would eventually make 
the abacus obsolete.

Such mechanical sets of  instructions il-
lustrated that portions of  mathematics could 
be automated. And this would eventually 

lead to the development of  modern comput-
ers. In fact, the word “algorithm” to describe 
a set of  simple instructions is derived from 
the name “Al-Khwarizmi”.

The invention of  zero also created a 
new, more accurate way to describe frac-
tions. Adding zeros at the end of  a number 
increases its magnitude, with the help of  a 
decimal point, adding zeros at the beginning 
decreases its magnitude. Placing infinitely 
many digits to the right of  the decimal point 
corresponds to infinite precision. That kind 
of  precision was exactly what 17th century 
thinkers Isaac Newton and Gottfried Leib-
niz needed to develop calculus, the study of  
continuous change.

And so algebra, algorithms, and calcu-
lus, three pillars of  modern mathematics, 
are all the result of  a notation for nothing. 
Mathematics is a science of  invisible entities 
that we can only understand by writing them 
down. India, by adding zero to the positional 
number system, unleashed the true power of  
numbers, advancing mathematics from in-
fancy to adolescence, and from rudimentary 
toward its current sophistication.

Often Misspelled Nomenclature 
of “Khiamniungan” Tribe

30-Minute Exercise 5 Days a Week Will 
Reduce Risk of Early Deaths — Study

Here's How to Teach Kids 
The Worth of Hard Work

The state of  Naga-
land has sixteen 
major tribes, 
among which 

Khiamniungan also has 
its recognised place. It is 
sad and disheartening to 
see, read and know that 
the nomenclature Khia-
mniungan is very often 
misspelled, not only in 
local dailies but also in 
books; GK, Articles, 
journals, research works 
and beyond.

The word Khiam-
niungan is composed of  
three syllables /khiam/
niu/ngan/  which means 
“Great Source of  Water” 
or “Great Water Source”. 
It is neither  Khimungan, 
khiamungan nor khiam-
nugan. Writers from dif-
ferent areas/field often 
has misspelled the com-
munity’s name, yes we 
hold no grudges against 
anyone but the small mis-
take of  missing letter(s)  

creates complete differ-
ent meaning and tend to 
cause untoward feelings. 
We all commit mistake 
but often, No. Let’s be 
well aware and knowing 
what is would promote 
integrity and would fur-
ther shun hurts caused 
due to ignorance though 
small it may appear. 

I on behalf  of  the Khi-
amniungans, request the 
learners, intellects, writ-
ers, press and media and 
publishers from all fields 
and walks of  life to right-
ly spell the community’s  
name “Khiamniungan”. 
We take immense care 
not to misspell an indi-
vidual’s name so also let 
it be with the community 
too. 

Chongti M Lam
Literary and Debating 

Secretary
Khiamniungan Stu-

dent’s Union

Thirty minutes of  exer-
cise five days a week 
can significantly re-
duce your risk of  dy-

ing early and of  developing 
heart disease, even if  a sports 
club or gym is not an option, 
according to a new study pub-
lished in the Lancet journal.
One in 12 deaths can be pre-
vented globally and one in 20 
cases of  cardiovascular disease 
could be prevented if  everyone 
did physical activity -- whether 
it's going to the gym, walking 
to work, or household chores -- 
for 30 minutes five days a week, 
the study stated.

The researchers tracked 
over 1.3 lakh people in 17 coun-
tries, including 24,000 in India.

The study states that physi-
cal activity is associated with 
a lower risk of  mortality and 
cardiovascular disease includ-
ing death from cardiovascular 
disease, heart attack, stroke, or 
heart failure.

"Physical activity for as lit-
tle as 30 minutes, whether it 

is walking to work or doing 
household chores, most days of  
the week has a substantial bene-
fit, and higher physical activity 
is associated with even lower 
risks," said the study's lead au-
thor, Prof. Scott Lear, Heart 
and Stroke Foundation chair 
in cardiovascular prevention re-
search at St Paul's Hospital in 
Canada.

Speaking about the study, 
Dr R M Anjana, Vice President 
of  Madras Diabetes Research 
Foundation and India investiga-
tor for the report, said the study 
was very relevant in the Indian 
context because it showed for 
the very first time that engaging 
in non-recreational activity like 
household chores and activity 
at work also had a benefit on 
overall mortality.

"In India, people are most 
active during work or trans-
port. Thus, we now know that 
whatever physical activity we 
incorporate into our daily 
lives can have a beneficial ef-
fect in decreasing mortality," 

Anjana said.
Cardiovascular disease 

is the leading cause of  death 
worldwide and a major eco-
nomic burden globally. It is 
estimated that 70 per cent of  
cardiovascular disease deaths 
occur in low- and middle-in-
come countries, where it is the 
most common cause of  death.

According to Global Bur-
den of  Disease data, six million 
people died due to noncom-
municable diseases in India in 
2016.

The World Health Organi-
zation (WHO) recommend 
that people in the age group of  
18-64 years do at least 150 min-
utes of  moderate-intensity aer-
obic physical activity through-
out the week, as well as muscle 
strengthening exercises at least 
two days a week.

But estimates suggest that 
almost a quarter (23 per cent) 
of  the world's population are 
not meeting physical activity 
guidelines.

Source: PTI

Do you want to instil the 
value of  hard work in 
your kids? If  so, try and 
demonstrate the effort 

you put in to achieve a goal, re-
searchers said.

The findings showed babies as 
young as 15 months can learn the 
value of  hard work, when they see 
parents struggling hard to achieve 
a goal.

Babies, who watched an adult 
struggle to reach two different 
goals before succeeding, tried 
harder at their own difficult tasks 
than babies who saw an adult suc-
ceed effortlessly.

The study may offer some guid-
ance for parents who hope to instil 
the value of  effort in their children, 
the researchers noted.

"There's some pressure on par-
ents to make everything look easy 
and not get frustrated in front of  
their children," said Laura Schulz, 
Professor at Massachusetts Insti-
tute of  Technology (MIT).

"This study suggests that it may 
not be a bad thing to show your 
children that you are working hard 

to achieve your goals," Schulz 
added.

In the study, the team focussed 
on how children might learn, at a 
very early age, how to decide when 
to try hard and when it's not worth 
the effort. 

For the study, published in the 
journal Science, the team designed 
an experiment in which 15-month-
old babies first watched an adult 
perform two tasks.

Then the babies were given a 
musical toy, whose button to turn 
the toy did not work.

Babies who had seen research-
ers struggle before succeeding 
pressed the button nearly twice 
as many times overall as those 
who saw the adult easily succeed. 
They also pressed it nearly twice as 
many times before first asking for 
help or tossing the toy.

Importantly, the study showed 
that people appear to be able to 
learn, from an early age, how to 
make decisions regarding effort al-
location, the researchers noted.

Source: IANS

If you’ve been on any social media 
platform for more than a few min-
utes, I can almost guarantee you’ve 
seen it. The floods of  tweets and 

posts attacking one person, shaming 
and bashing and speaking ill of  them be-
cause of  something they said (or didn’t 
say), did (or didn’t do). Joel Osteen, Jen 
Hatmaker, other pastors who have made 
public mistakes, politicians who make 
controversial decisions-- we readily share 
opinions and make comments about 
not only the actions of  others, but their 
very character, too. Many of  the people 
posting would even consider themselves 
Christians, and often many of  them pro-
claim so proudly in their profiles.

Yet here we see messages broadcast 
loudly online that seem to go against the 
very nature of  Christ himself…

We see the likes and retweets stack 
up, and we feel justified that our words 
were worth saying… but what if  they 
weren’t?

“What we post on social media can 
take on a life of  its own,” Gaye Clark 
writes for The Gospel Coalition. “The 
matter feels urgent, so we hastily type re-
buttals. Veiled as zeal for truth, we run to 
our computers and phones to adjust er-
ror and admonish the man who got it all 
wrong. ...But was it true? Did it honor 
the Lord?”

This is the crucial question in today’s 
culture.

Just because we have these platforms 
and this access to audiences who will 
affirm us doesn’t mean we should use 
them as tools to shame others, yet we so 
often stumble into doing so.

When folks on Twitter were out-

raged about Joel Osteen supposedly not 
opening his church as a place of  refuge 
during the hurricane in Houston, many 
didn’t even know the full, true story. 
The shaming spread like wildfire even 
though the facts had not been known or 
considered.

Clark addresses in her article that we 
often post things online that we assume 
to be true but instead turn out to be false. 
We do so thinking we are rebuking them, 
wanting them to do better or do more or 
follow Scripture more carefully, but, like 
Clark writes, “this goal often seems lost 
when we log on to our computer. On 
social media, public rebuke can seek to 
shake or discredit.”

What ends up happening is less of  a 
healthy rebuke and more of  a harmful 
attack.

“Technology makes it easy to lose 
sight of  the image-bearer we’re address-
ing,” Clark writes. It would be wise for 
us all to keep this at the forefront of  our 
minds as we craft posts to share with our 
followers: every human being on this 
earth bears the image of  God. When we 
speak ill of  them, we are, in essence, at-
tempting to tarnish that image. What we 
rarely realize is we often tarnish our own 
in the process.

So, what’s the best course of  ac-
tion here? What do we do when we feel 
strongly about the way someone is han-
dling a situation (or not handling it) or 
we feel compelled to comment and share 
our opinions of  a person or a scenario?

“When possible,” Clark writes, “we 
ought to confront one another in person. 
It helps to look them in the eye when we 
speak of  their heart.”

It’s far too easy to hide behind com-
puter screens and keyboards, typing out 
things we would never dare to say with 

our words to someone’s face. Keeping in 
mind that they are an image bearer of  
God and a human being with a beating, 
feeling heart just like our own will help 
us as we discern what is best to say or 
not to say.

But what about the people who we 
don’t have direct access to? What about 
the megachurch pastors and the politi-
cians and the spiritual leaders who we 
so badly want to rebuke and respond to? 
We can’t sit down for coffee with those 
people, and we can’t quite confront them 
in person… so then what are we to do?

Maybe the best advice there is to stay 
silent.

“The next time a post or tweet tempts 
you to reply with a snarky comeback, 
or take to your own platform to write a 
powerful rebuttal because the truth is too 
important to wait, consider our brother 
James’s words: ‘Know this, my beloved 
brothers: let every person be quick to 
hear, slow to speak, slow to anger; for 
the anger of  man does not produce the 
righteousness of  God’ (James 1:19-20),” 
writes Clark.

The advice, although challenging, is 
wise. May we choose to use our words 
wisely and follow the old “if you can’t 
say something nice, don’t say anything at 
all” rule more. May we be more discern-
ing of what is edifying and encouraging 
to say, and what might instead be hurtful, 
harmful, harsh, or even hateful. May we 
choose to rebuke in ways that are inten-
tional with the ones with whom we have 
close and personal relationships, and may 
we extend more grace to everyone we 
come in contact with, online and off.

Today, try tweeting a little less and 
loving a little more. Let’s be Christians 
who give God glory with our words and 
give others grace through them, too.

DAILY

PATH

God gives us a solid foundation for our lives.

Growing up in Minnesota, a place known for its many beautiful lakes, I loved to go 

my favorite part of the experience—especially when a rainy night and a leaky tent 
resulted in a soggy sleeping bag.

I marvel to think that one of the heroes of our faith spent a hundred years in tents. 

he lived away from his home country in tents.

and serve this world and the people in it, we may long for a deeper experience of home, 

the rain soaks through, we can look with faith for the city to come, whose “architect and 

renew His creation, preparing a “better country—a heavenly one” to come (v. 16).

Lord God, You are our shelter and our foundation. May we trust You in the big things 
and small.

Living in Tents
BIBLE READ:   GENESIS 12:4–9  
THOUGHT FOR TODAY:
From there he went on towards the hills east of 

Bethel and pitched his tent.   
~  Genesis 12:8

Nandita Jayaraj | thewire.in

Asima Chatterjee, the Scientist Who 
Did So Much More in a Time of Less

Let us remember Asima 
Chatterjee as a world-
class chemist in a time 
when science was a lot 

less comfortable to do and in-
volved a lot more of  getting your 
hands dirty than it does today. 
India’s most prestigious science 
award, the annual Shanti Swarup 
Bhatnagar Prize, was first given 
in 1958, but it was only in 1960 
that its ‘chemical sciences’ cat-
egory was introduced. And it just 
took one year for the prize to go 
to its first female recipient, Asima 
Chatterjee, for her achievements 
in phytomedicine – the study of  
plant extracts for therapy. It was a 
long wait, about 14 years, before 
another woman would be awarded 
the same prize, and an astounding 
48 years before a woman would 
win it for the ‘chemical sciences’ 
category again.

As much as the many barriers 
she broke should be celebrated, 
Chatterjee was a scientist and the 
best way of  honouring her is to 
honour her science.

As Asish De has elucidated, 
being a natural products chemist 
in those days was no joke. While 
for centuries plants have been used 
for their medicinal properties, the 
biological mechanisms underpin-
ning these plants’ effects was not 
known until chemists like Chatter-
jee began their work. They had the 
painful task of  extracting minute 
amounts of  active chemicals – the 
ingredients suspected to be respon-
sible for the curative properties 
– present in these plants. Then, 

the molecular structures 
of  these extracts would 
have to be determined. 
In the 1940s, when 
Chatterjee was conduct-
ing her research, nuclear 
magnetic resonance 
(NMR) machines and 
spectroscopic techniques 
that come to the aid of  
scientists who work on 
these problems today 
weren’t yet in the pic-
ture. So her work must 
have required amazing 
levels of  precision and 
endless trial and error.

Chatterjee persist-
ently built upon the 
knowledge base like the 
best of  her peers, and 
managed to extract and 
correctly describe the 
chemical properties of  
various plant extracts that gave 
these plants the ability to cure dis-
eases. She also went a step ahead 
and became adept at an even 
more challenging task: synthesis-
ing these chemicals in the lab. Be-
ing able to synthesise a chemical 
is the ultimate proof  that one has 
figured out its chemical structure 
correctly. In the later years of  
her research, as NMR and other 
techniques were developed, she 
quickly latched onto them to fur-
ther her field of  study.

She is most renowned for her 
40-year-long research on a class 
of  compounds called alkaloids. 
Some alkaloids are used during 
chemotherapy to inhibit the abil-
ity of  cells to divide in cancer pa-
tients. Another class of  chemicals 
she described – coumarins – came 

from the bael tree, which is native 
to India and some other south-
east Asian countries. The fruits 
and bark of  this tree are known 
to treat gastrointestinal disorders. 
Thanks to Chatterjee’s chemical 
analyses, we now know the sci-
ence behind it.

Amongst her numerous other 
discoveries is the development 
of  an epilepsy drug named Ay-
ush-56 as well as a number of  
anti-malarial drugs, all with in-
gredients from medicinal plants 
that Chatterjee dedicated her life 
to studying.

On the 100th anniversary of  
her birth, let us remember Asima 
Chatterjee as a world-class chem-
ist in a time when science was a 
lot less comfortable to do and in-
volved a lot more of  getting your 
hands dirty than it does today.

Asima Cha erjee.               Photo Courtesy: Wikipedia
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Jedediah Purdy | Aeon

Today’s ASTRO-PREDICTION

ARIES (MAR 21 - APR 19): You might host 
a gathering of  friends and neighbors interested 
in astrology, tarot, numerology, or other forms 
of  psychic focus, Aries. You’ll probably enjoy 

yourself, both because of  the information discussed and 
the camaraderie between you and your guests. This might 
have been planned as a one-time thing, but everyone will 
have so much fun that you’ll plan another meeting.

TAURUS (APR 20 - MAY 20): This could 
prove a busy day for you, Taurus. You may 
attend at least one party, or perhaps just meet 
with a group of  friends for drinks or dinner. On 

this occasion you’re apt to find the banter and camara-
derie shared with people you care about not only stimu-
lating but also relaxing. You could also receive a lot of  
useful information.

GEMINI (MAY 21 - JUN 21): Some extra 
income could come your way through the use 
of  computers or other technology, Gemini. 
You should have a busy day, but you’ll like 

what you do and be excited by the prospect of  the extra 
money. Though you might not be thinking about it now, 
what you’re doing could develop into a lucrative business, 
eventually bringing you to the question, what do you re-
ally want to do with your life?

CANCER (JUN 22 - JUL 22): Are you 
interested in video or computer games? If  
not, Cancer, someone close to you may be, 
because all signs are that you might spend a 

lot of  time now in the company of  friends entertaining 
yourself  with technology. This could be more enjoyable 
than you expect. You like being with these people and 
basking in their energy. The conversation will be inter-
esting, too.

LEO (JUL 23 - AUG 22): Today you might 
entertain a houseful of  astrologers, with a few 
psychics and healers thrown in for good mea-
sure. Your head may spin as a result of  all the 

concepts discussed, as if  your brain can’t process the in-
formation quickly enough. Don’t despair. You’re absorb-
ing more than you think you are. After everyone leaves, 
take a walk or you won’t be able to sleep.

VIRGO (AUG 23 - SEP 22): A lot of  activity 
could take place in your neighborhood today, 
Virgo. If  you live in a major city, perhaps a 
movie or news event is being filmed nearby and 

the crowds are gathering. Don’t be too shy to go out and 
see what’s going on. If  you don’t live in a city, this could 
be something more innocuous. Either way, expect some 
excitement.

LIBRA (SEP 23 - OCT 22): Making use of  
state-of-the-art technology to increase your 
income could take up your time and energy 
today, Libra. You might be starting a new busi-

ness or enhancing the efficiency of  a current one, but in 
order to do it your brain will have to process a lot of  infor-
mation. Don’t be intimidated by the technical stuff. Just 
take it step by step and you’ll catch on.

SCORPIO (OCT 23 - NOV 21): Adventure 
is always one of  your main priorities, Scorpio. 
Today you might have your mind on a type of  
adventure that you’ve never tried before. You 

might consider climbing a mountain, exploring Rome, or 
visiting the South Pacific. Whatever it is you want to do, 
you’d better start making serious plans now or you’ll be 
too antsy for words.

SAGITTARIUS (NOV 22 - DEC 21): The 
study of  astrology and psychic disciplines 
might be your primary focus today, Sagittarius. 
You might even take a class in whatever subject 

interests you. You can also expect to meet some intrigu-
ing new people who may be a bit weird but nonetheless 
could become close friends. If  it isn’t too dangerous, walk 
home after class. You’ll need to clear your head so you 
can sleep.

CAPRICORN (DEC 22 - JAN 19): Friends, 
group activities, and social events could take 
up a lot of  your time today, Capricorn, so 
expect to spend your day interacting with 

people. They could range from any kind of  social, eth-
nic, educational, or national background. You’ll probably 
find the day interesting, entertaining, and gratifying. You 
could also make some new friends and meet at least one 
potential love partner.

AQUARIUS (JAN 20 - FEB 18): This could 
shape up to be a busy day, Aquarius. You’re 
concentrating on two things. The first is work-
ing with computers and other technology, pos-

sibly in a creative capacity. The second is interacting with 
a lot of  new people. Your contact with these people could 
be very pleasant and quite stimulating, so make the most 
of  the opportunities.

PISCES (FEB 19 - MAR 20): Today you 
should feel excited and enthusiastic about life 
in general, Pisces. Your mind might jump from 
possible creative projects to philosophy, travel, 

distant places, and you may consider all of  them to be the 
focus of  potential future activities. Romance could also 
be on your mind, but not in an obsessive way. Entertain 
yourself  in a lighthearted manner.

Officially, for the past 11,700 
years we have been living in the 
Holocene epoch. From the Greek 
for ‘totally new’, the Holocene is 

an eyeblink in geological time. In its nearly 
12,000 years, plate tectonics has driven the 
continents a little more than half  a mile: a 
reasonably fit person could cover the scale 
of  planetary change in a brisk eight-minute 
walk. It has been a warm time, when tem-
perature has mattered as much as tectonics. 
Sea levels rose 115 feet from ice melt, and 
northern landscapes rose almost 600 feet, as 
they shrugged off  the weight of  their glaciers.

But the real news in the Holocene has 
been people. Estimates put the global human 
population between 1 million and 10 million 
at the start of  the Holocene, and keep it in 
that range until after the agricultural revolu-
tion, some 5,000 years ago. Since then, we 
have made the world our anthill: the geo-
logical layers we are now laying down on the 
Earth’s surface are marked by our chemicals 
and industrial waste, the pollens of  our crops, 
and the absence of  the many species we have 
driven to extinction. Rising sea levels are now 
our doing. As a driver of  global change, hu-
manity has outstripped geology.

This is why, from the earth sciences to 
English departments, there’s a veritable aca-
demic stampede to declare that we live in 
a new era, the Anthropocene – the age of  
humans. Coined by the ecologist Eugene 
Stoermer in the 1980s and brought to public 
attention in 2000 by the Nobel Prize-winning 
atmospheric scientist Paul Crutzen, the term 
remains officially under consideration at the 
Stratigraphy Commission of  the Geological 
Society of  London.

The lack of  an official decision has set 
up the Anthropocene as a Rorschach blot for 
discerning what commentators think is the 
epochal change in the human/nature rela-
tionship. The rise of  agriculture in China and 
the Middle East? The industrial revolution 
and worldwide spread of  farming in the Age 
of  Empire? The Atomic bomb? From meth-
ane levels to carbon concentration, from pol-
len residue to fallout, each of  these changes 
leaves its mark in the Earth’s geological 
record. Each is also a symbol of  a new set 
of  human powers and a new way of  living 
on Earth.

The most radical thought identified with 
the Anthropocene is this: the familiar con-
trast between people and the natural world 
no longer holds. There is no more nature that 
stands apart from human beings. There is no 
place or living thing that we haven’t changed. 
Our mark is on the cycle of  weather and sea-
sons, the global map of  bioregions, and the 
DNA that organises matter into life. The 
question is no longer how to preserve a wild 
world from human intrusion; it is what shape 
we will give to a world we can’t help chang-
ing.

The discovery that nature is henceforth 
partly a human creation makes the Anthro-
pocene the latest of  three great revolutions: 
three kinds of  order once thought to be given 
and self-sustaining have proved instead to be 
fragile human creations. The first to fall was 
politics. Long seen as part of  divine design, 
with kings serving as the human equivalents 
of  eagles in the sky and oaks in the forest, 
politics proved instead a dangerous but in-
escapable form of  architecture – a blueprint 
for peaceful co-existence, built with crooked 
materials. Second came economics. Once 
presented as a gift of  providence or an out-
growth of  human nature, economic life, like 
politics, turned out to be a deliberate and 
artificial achievement. (We are still debating 
the range of  shapes it can take, from Wash-
ington to Greece to China.) Now, in the An-
thropocene, nature itself  has joined the list of  
those things that are not natural. The world 
we inhabit will henceforth be the world we 
have made.

The revolution in ideas that the Anthro-
pocene represents is rooted in hundreds 
of  eminently practical problems. The con-
versation about climate change has shifted 
from whether we can keep greenhouse-gas 
concentrations below key thresholds to how 
we are going to adapt when they cross those 
thresholds. Geo-engineering, deliberately in-
tervening in planetary systems, used to be the 
unspeakable proposal in climate policy. Now 
it is in the mix and almost sure to grow more 
prominent. As climate change shifts ecologi-
cal boundaries, issues such as habitat pres-

ervation come to resemble landscape archi-
tecture. We can’t just pen in animals to save 
them; they need landscape-scale corridors 
and other help in migrating as their habitats 
move. There is open talk in law-and-policy 
circles about triage in species preservation – 
asking what we can save, and what we most 
want to save.

What work is this idea of  the Anthro-
pocene doing in culture and politics? As 
much as a scientific concept, the Anthro-
pocene is a political and ethical gambit. Say-
ing that we live in the Anthropocene is a way 
of  saying that we cannot avoid responsibility 
for the world we are making. So far so good. 
The trouble starts when this charismatic, all-
encompassing idea of  the Anthropocene be-
comes an all-purpose projection screen and 
amplifier for one’s preferred version of  ‘tak-
ing responsibility for the planet’.

Peter Kareiva, the controversial chief  sci-
entist of  the Nature Conservancy, uses the 
theme ‘Conservation in the Anthropocene’ 
to trash environmentalism as philosophically 
naïve and politically backward. Kareiva urges 
conservationists to give up on wilderness and 
embrace what the writer Emma Marris calls 
the ‘rambunctious garden’. Specifically, Ka-
reiva wants to rank ecosystems by the quality 
of  ‘ecosystem services’ they provide for hu-
man beings instead of  ‘pursuing the protec-
tion of  biodiversity for biodiversity’s sake’. 
He wants a pro-development stance that 
assumes that ‘nature is resilient rather than 
fragile’. He insists that: ‘Instead of  scolding 
capitalism, conservationists should partner 
with corporations in a science-based effort 
to integrate the value of  nature’s benefits 
into their operations and cultures.’ In other 
words, the end of  nature is the signal to carry 
on with green-branded business as usual, 
and the business of  business is business, as 
the Nature Conservancy’s partnerships with 
Dow, Monsanto, Coca-Cola, Pepsi, J P Mor-
gan, Goldman Sachs and the mining giant 
Rio Tinto remind us.

Kareiva is a favourite of  Andrew Revkin, 
the roving environmental maven of  The New 
York Times Magazine, who touts him as a 
paragon of  responsibility-taking, a leader 
among ‘scholars and doers who see that new 
models for thinking and acting are required in 
this time of  the Anthropocene’. This pair and 
their friends at the Breakthrough Institute in 
California can be read as making a persist-
ent effort to ‘rebrand’ environmentalism 
as humanitarian and development-friendly 
(and capture speaking and consultancy fees, 
which often seem to be the major ecosystem 
services of  the Anthropocene). This is itself  
a branding strategy, an opportunity to slosh 
around old plonk in an ostentatiously shiny 
bottle.

Elsewhere in The New York Times 
Magazine, you can enjoy the other end of  
the Anthropocene projection screen, from 
business-as-usual to this-changes-everything. 
In his essay ‘Learning How to Die in the 
Anthropocene’ (2013), the Princeton scholar 
and former soldier Roy Scranton writes: ‘this 
civilisation is already dead’ (emphasis origi-
nal) and insists that the only way forward is 
‘to realise there’s nothing we can do to save 
ourselves’ and therefore ‘get down to the 
hard work … without attachment or fear’. 
He concludes: ‘If  we want to learn to live in 
the Anthropocene, we must first learn how 
to die.’

Other humanists bring their own preoc-
cupations to a sense of  gathering apoca-
lypse. In his influential essay ‘The Climate 
of  History’ (2008), Dipesh Chakrabarty, a 
theory-minded historian at the University 
of  Chicago, proposes that the Anthropocene 
throws into question all received accounts of  
human history, from Whiggish optimism to 
his own post-colonial postmodernism. He 
asks anxiously: ‘Has the period from 1750 to 
the present been one of  freedom or that of  
the Anthropocene?’ and concludes that the 
age requires a new paradigm of  thought, a 
‘negative universal history’.

In their introduction to Ecocriticism 
(2012), a special issue of  American Litera-
ture, the English scholars Monique Allewaert 
of  the University of  Wisconsin-Madison and 
Michael Ziser of  the University of  California 
Davis describe the Anthropocene as best cap-
tured in ‘a snapshot of  the anxious affect of  
the modern world as it destroys itself  – and 
denies even its own traces’.

The Anthropocene does not seem to 
change many minds. But it does turn them 
up to 11

All of  these people (except for the brand-
ing opportunists) are trying, with more or less 
success, to ask how the Anthropocene chang-
es the projects to which they’ve given chunks 
of  their lives. Some far-ranging speculation 
and sweeping summaries are to be expected, 
and forgiven. Nonetheless, something in the 
Anthropocene idea seems to provoke heroic 
thinking, a mood and rhetoric of  high stakes, 
of  the human mind pressed up against the 
wall of  apocalypse or arrived at the end of  
nature and history.

In this provocative defect, Anthropocene 
talk is a discourse of  responsibility, to borrow 
a term from Mark Greif ’s study of  mid-20th-
century American thought, The Age of  the 
Crisis of  Man (2015). Greif  argues that a 
high-minded (but often middle-brow) strain 
of  rhetoric responded to the horrors of  the 
world wars and the global struggles thereafter 
with a blend of  urgent language and sweep-
ing concepts (or pseudo-concepts): responsi-
bility, the fate of  man, the urgency of  now. 
Greif  describes discourses of  responsibility 
as attempts to turn words and thoughts, ut-
tered in tones of  utmost seriousness, into a 
high form of  action. All of  this is recognisa-
ble in Anthropocene talk. The Anthropocene 
does not seem to change many minds, strictly 
speaking, on point of  their cherished convic-
tions. But it does turn them up to 11.

On the whole, this is the inevitable and of-
ten productive messiness that accompanies a 
new way of  seeing, one that unites many dis-
parate events into a single pattern. As an of-
fer to unify what might seem unrelated, ‘the 
Anthropocene’ is an attempt to do the same 
work that ‘the environment’ did in the 1960s 
and early ’70s: meld problems as far-flung 
as extinction, sprawl, litter, national parks 
policy, and the atom bomb into a single phe-
nomenon called ‘the ecological crisis’. Such 
a classification is always somewhat arbitrary, 
though often only in the trivial sense that 
there are many ways to carve up the world. 
However arbitrary, it becomes real if  people 
treat it as real, by forming movements, pro-
posing changes, and passing laws aimed at 
‘the environment’.

We know what the concept ‘the environ-
ment’ has wrought but what will the Anthro-
pocene be like? To put this over-dramatised 
idea in the least heroic garb possible, what 
will the weather be like in the Anthropocene? 
And how will we talk about the weather 
there?

For all the talk of  crisis that swirls around 
the Anthropocene, it is unlikely that a chang-
ing Earth will feel catastrophic or apoca-
lyptic. Some environmentalists still warn of  
apocalypse to motivate could-be, should-be 
activists; but geologic time remains far slower 
than political time, even when human powers 
add a wobble to the planet. Instead, the An-
thropocene will be like today, only more so: 
many systems, from weather to soil to your 
local ecosystem, will be in a slow-perennial 
crisis. And where apocalyptic change is a 
rupture in time, a slow crisis feels normal. It 
feels, in fact, natural.

So the Anthropocene will feel natural. 
I say this not so much because of  the con-
troversial empirics-cum-mathematics of  the 
climate-forecasting models as because of  
a basic insight of  modernity that goes back 
to Rousseau: humanity is the adaptable spe-
cies. What would have been unimaginable or 
seemed all but unintelligible 100 years ago, let 
alone 500 (a sliver of  time in the evolutionary 
life of  a species), can become ordinary in a 
generation. That is how long it took to pro-
duce ‘digital natives’, to accustom people to 
electricity and television, and so on for each 
revolution in our material and technological 
world. It takes a great deal of  change to break 
through this kind of  adaptability.

This is all the more so because rich-coun-
try humanity already lives in a constant tech-
nological wrestling match with exogenous 
shocks, which are going to get more frequent 
and more intense in the Anthropocene. 
Large parts of  North America regularly ex-
perience droughts and heat waves that would 
devastate a simpler society than today’s US. 
Because the continent is thoroughly engi-
neered, from the water canals of  the West 
to the irrigation systems of  the Great Plains 
to air conditioning nearly everywhere, these 
are experienced as inconvenience, as mere 
‘news’. The same events, in poorer places, 
are catastrophes.

Planetary changes will amplify the in-
equalities that sort out those who get news 
from those who get catastrophes; but these 

inequalities, arising as they do from a post-
natural nature, will feel as if  they were built 
into the world itself. Indeed, nature has al-
ways served to launder the inequalities that 
humans produce. Are enslaved people kept 
illiterate and punished brutally when they 
are not servile? Then ignorance and servility 
must be in their nature, an idea that goes back 
in a continuous line to Aristotle. The same 
goes for women, with some edits to their na-
ture: docile, nurturing, delicate, hysterical, 
etc. It was not until Harriet Taylor and John 
Stuart Mill worked together on The Subjec-
tion of  Women (published under his name 
alone in 1869), that English-language philos-
ophy produced a basic challenge to millennia 
of  nature-talk about sexual difference.

The expulsion of  Native Americans was 
‘justified’ on several versions of  nature. May-
be they were racially different. Maybe their 
climate made them weak and irrational, un-
able to cultivate the land or resist European 
settlement. (Colonists briefly embraced this 
idea, then grew uneasy when they realised 
that the North American climate was now 
theirs; by the time of  American independ-
ence, they raced to reject climatic theories of  
racial character.) Maybe Native Americans 
had simply failed to fulfil the natural duty of  
all mankind, to clear and plant the wilderness 
and make it bloom like an English garden, an 
idea that many theorists of  natural law ad-
vanced in the 17th and 18th centuries. One 
way or another, nature was a kind of  onto-
logical insurance policy for human injustice.

And now? Well, it’s common wisdom 
that rising sea levels will first affect some of  
the world’s poorest people, notably in Bang-
ladesh and coastal India. But it’s much worse 
than that grim geographic coincidence. 
Wealth has always meant some protection 
from nature’s cruel measures. In fact, that 
is the first spur to technology and develop-
ment of  all kinds: not to be killed. Tropical 
diseases with changing range will find some 
populations well-equipped with vaccination 
and medicine, others struggling with bad gov-
ernment and derelict health systems. When 
seas rise fast, even the feckless but rich US 
will begin adapting fast, and coastal flooding 
will be classified in the rich-world mind as a 
catastrophe of  the poor.

So will starvation. A legal regime of  un-
equal Anthropocene vulnerability is well 
underway. Take the vast, long-term leases 
that Chinese companies have entered into 
for some of  Africa’s richest farmland. When 
drought, soil exhaustion or crop crisis puts a 
pinch on global food supply, contracts and 
commerce will pull trillions of  calories to fat-
and-happy Beijing. This is, of  course, only 
the latest chapter in centuries of  imperialism 
and post-imperial, officially voluntary global 
inequality. But it is the chapter that we the 
living are writing.

Neoliberal environmentalism aims to 
bring nature fully into the market, merging 
ecology and economy

For the moment, Anthropocene inequal-
ity has a special affinity with neoliberalism, 
the global extension of  a dogmatic market 
logic and increasingly homogenous market 
forms, along with an accompanying ideol-
ogy insisting that, if  the market is not beyond 
reproach, it is at least beyond reform: there 
is no alternative. Where previous episodes 
of  global ecological inequality took place 
under direct imperial administration – wit-
ness the Indian famines of  the late 19th 
century, suffered under British rule – ours 
is emerging under the sign of  free contract. 
Anthropocene inequality is thus being dou-
bly laundered: first as natural, second as the 
voluntary (and presumptively efficient) prod-
uct of  markets. Because human activity now 
shapes the ‘natural’ world at every point, it is 
especially convenient for that world-shaping 
activity to proceed in its own pseudo-natural 
market.

But Anthropocene problems also put 
pressure on the authority of  economics. 
Much of  environmental economics has been 
built on the concept of  the externality, econ-
omist-speak for a side-effect, a harm or ben-
efit that has no price tag, and so is ignored 
in market decisions. Air pollution – free to 
the polluter – is the classic bad side-effect, or 
‘negative externality’. Wetlands – not valued 
on the real-estate market, but great sources 
of  filtration, purification and fertility, which 
would otherwise cost a lot to replicate – are 
the model positive externality. So neoliberal 
environmentalism, which Kareiva’s Nature 
Conservancy has been cultivating, aims to 

bring nature fully into the market, finding a 
place in the bottom line for all former side-
effects, and fully merging ecology and econ-
omy.

In a climate-changed Anthropocene, the 
side-effects overwhelm the ‘regular’ market 
in scale and consequence. And there is no 
‘neutral’, purely market-based way to put a 
value on side-effects. Take the example of  
carbon emissions. It is possible to create a 
market for emissions, as Europe, California 
and other jurisdictions have done; but at the 
base of  that market is a political decision 
about how to value the economic activity 
that emits carbon against all the (uncertain 
and even speculative) effects of  the emis-
sions. The same point holds for every (post-)
natural system on an Anthropocene planet. 
Ultimately, the question is the value of  life, 
and ways of  life. There is no correct techno-
cratic answer.

The shape of  the Anthropocene is a po-
litical, ethical and aesthetic question. It will 
answer questions about what life is worth, 
what people owe one another, and what in 
the world is awesome or beautiful enough 
to preserve or (re)create. Either the answers 
will reproduce and amplify existing inequal-
ity or they will set in motion a different logic 
of  power. Either the Anthropocene will be 
democratic or it will be horrible.

A democratic Anthropocene would start 
from a famous observation of  the econom-
ics Nobel Prize laureate Amartya Sen: no 
minimally democratic society has ever suf-
fered a famine. Natural catastrophes are the 
joint products of  natural and human systems. 
Your vulnerability to disaster is often a direct 
expression of  your standing in a political 
(and economic) order. The Anthropocene 
stands for the intensifying merger of  ecology, 
economics and politics, and one’s standing 
in those systems will increasingly be a single 
question.

But talk of  democracy here is – like much 
about the Anthropocene – in danger of  be-
coming abstract and moralising. Reflecting 
on a democratic Anthropocene becomes 
an inadvertent meditation on the devastat-
ing absence of  any agent – a state, or even 
a movement – that could act on the scale of  
the problem. Indeed, it reveals that there is 
no agent that could even define the problem. 
If  the Anthropocene is about the relationship 
between humanity and the planet, well, there 
is no ‘humanity’ that agrees on any particular 
meaning and imperative of  climate change, 
extinction, toxification, etc. To think about 
the Anthropocene is to think about being able 
to do nothing about everything. No wonder 
the topic inspires compensatory fantasies that 
the solution lies in refining the bottom line or 
honing personal enlightenment – always, to 
be sure, in the name of  some fictive ‘we’.

This returns us to the basic problem that 
the Anthropocene drives home: as Hannah 
Arendt observed in The Origins of  Totali-
tarianism (1951), the idea of  human rights 
– such as the right to democratic standing in 
planetary change – is a chimera and a cruel 
taunt without a political community that can 
make it good through robust institutions and 
practices. The Anthropocene shows how far 
the world is from being such a polity, or a fed-
eration of  such polities, and how much is at 
stake in that absence. The world is too much 
with us. Worse, there is no ‘we’ to be with it.

In the face of  all these barriers, what 
could all this talk about the Anthropocene 
possibly accomplish? Ironically, a useful 
comparison lies in Arendt’s target, the mere 
idea of  human rights. While mere ideas are in 
fact sorry comforts in an unmanageable situ-
ation, they can be the beginning of  demands, 
projects, even utopias, that enable people to 
organise in new ways to pursue them. The 
idea of  human rights has gained much of  
its force this way, as a prism through which 
many efforts are focused and/or refracted.

A democratic Anthropocene is just a 
thought for now, but it can also be a tool that 
activists, thinkers and leaders use to craft 
challenges and invitations that bring some of  
us a little closer to a better possible world, or 
a worse one. The idea that the world people 
get to inhabit will only be the one they make 
is, in fact, imperative to the development of  
a political and institutional programme, even 
if  the idea itself  does not tell anyone how to 
do that. There might not be a world to win, 
or even save, but there is a humanity to be 
shaped and reshaped, freely and always in 
partial and provisional ways, that can begin 
intending the world it shapes.

Anthropocene Fever
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NEWS IN BRIEF
Sr journalist, mother found 
dead in Mohali home
Mohali, Sep. 23 (PTI): Senior journalist K J Singh 
and his 92-year-old mother were found dead at their 
residence here, the police said today. Singh’s throat 
had been slit while his mother Gurcharan Kaur 
was suspected to have been strangled at their Phase 
3B2 home, said an official spokesman of  the Chief  
Minister’s Office. The Punjab Police has set up a 
Special Investigative Team (SIT) under the Inspector 
General (Crime) to probe the suspected murder, the 
spokesman said. Singh, who was in his sixties, was 
a former News Editor of  the Indian Express, The 
Tribune and The Times of  India in Chandigarh.

Noida car gang rape ‘victim’ 
now says ‘it never happened’
Noida/New Delhi, Sep. 23 (IANS): The reported 
gang rape of  a 25-year-old woman in a moving car in 
Noida area on Friday evening turned out to be a hoax, 
with the woman giving in writing to police that the 
incident never took place, police said on Saturday. The 
25-year-old had on Friday night claimed that she was 
abducted by two men in a Scorpio SUV near Noida’s 
Golf  Course Metro Station at around 6.30 p.m and 
they took turns to rape her. “We’re looking into the 
reason why she made the rape allegation and will 
take action against her,” the officer said. Noida Rural 
Superintendent of  Police (SP) Suniti said the woman 
later accepted that the incident did not take place and 
gave the same in writing to the police.

ED files chargesheet against 
Shabir Shah
New Delhi, Sep. 23 (IANS): The Enforcement 
Directorate (ED) on Saturday filed a chargesheet 
against Kashmiri separatist leader Shabir Shah and 
alleged hawala dealer Mohammad Aslam Wani in 
connection with an ongoing money laundering case. 
The agency filed the chargesheet in the court of  
Additional Sessions Judge Sidharth Sharma against 
the two accused persons under Prevention of  Money 
Laundering Act (PMLA).  The court fixed the next 
date of  hearing in the case till September 27 when the 
two accused, currently in judicial custody, would be 
presented before it through video-conferencing. 

Indian sends 1,000 tonnes relief 
material for Rohingyas
New Delhi, Sep. 23 (IANS): India on Saturday 
despatched around 1,000 tonnes of  relief  material, 
which can cater for around 62,000 families, for 
Rohingya refugees in Bangladesh, an official 
statement said. The material was loaded on 
Indian Naval Ship Gharial, which will deliver it 
to Chittagong in Bangladesh where thousands of  
Rohinya refugees have come in from Myanmar. The 
relief  material is in customised family packets, which 
contain essential items including rations, clothes 
and mosquito nets. Earlier, relief  material was 
also sent to Bangladesh through Indian Air Force’s 
C-17 transport aircraft, to address the humanitarian 
crisis emanating from the big scale migration of  
Rohingya Muslims. According to UN, almost 
430,000 Rohingyas have fled Myanmar and crossed 
to Bangladesh since August 25.

Rallies, counter rallies rock 
Darjeeling hills
Darjeeling/Kolkata, Sep. 23 (PTI): Rallies and 
counter rallies supporting and opposing the indefinite 
shutdown rocked Darjeeling hills today while the CID 
brought three arrested GJM leaders from Haryana 
to Kolkata. As the shutdown entered its 101st day, 
rallies of  GJM leaders in support of  the indefinite 
shutdown and separate state of  Gorkhaland today 
came face to face at some places with processions led 
by expelled leader Binay Tamang faction demanding 
restoration of  normalcy. The GJM and other hill 
parties also demanded that the Centre intervene and 
start the dialogue process considering the sentiments 
of  the people of  the hills. For the 14th day in a row, 
police along with the administration, appealed to 
the locals using public address system to open shops 
and restore normalcy in the hills. Internet services 
remain suspended in the hills since June 18. They 
were arrested yesterday at Gurugram for their alleged 
involvement in arson and violence in Darjeeling in 
June. They will be taken to Siliguri tomorrow to be 
produced in the court and the CID will seek their 
further remand.

Afraid of Sasikala, we lied about 
Jaya’s health — TN minister

Development, not votes, is our priority: PM

Congress demands answers from Modi, 
Rajnath over Mumbai visit of Dawood’s wife 

Working with India to take ties forward post-Dokalam: China

Pak shells border posts, hamlets; BSF jawans among 7 injured

Falahari Maharaj arrested 
on charge of rape

Madurai/Kodagu (KTK), Sep. 23 
(PTI): Senior Tamil Nadu minister 
and AIADMK leader Dindigul 
Srinivasan has claimed that afraid 
of Sasikala, party leaders lied about 
Jayalalithaa’s health last year so 
that people believe that she was 
improving.

No one was allowed to meet the 
late chief minister.

Whoever came, would be 
briefed by Sasikala’s relatives that 
she was “all right”, he said.

The minister sought the pardon 
of AIADMK cadres and the public 
for lying about Jayalalithaa’s health.

Reacting to the minister’s com-
ments, sidelined AIADMK leader 
T T V Dhinakaran told reporters at 
Kodagu in Karnataka that they have 
footage of Jayalalithaa getting treat-
ment in hospital and would hand it 
over at “an appropriate time”.

Addressing a public meeting at 
Madurai late last night, Srinivasan 
said he was now coming out with 
the truth pushed by the situation.

The fact was none including 
himself  was allowed to see Jayala-
lithaa, who was admitted to the 
Apollo Hospitals in Chennai on 
September 22, 2016, claimed Srini-
vasan, who had also made such 
statements to the media last year.

After prolonged treatment for 
infection and other complications, 

Jayalalithaa had died of a heart at-
tack on December 5 last.

Chief Minister K Palaniswami 
recently announced that a com-
mission of  inquiry would probe 
the death.

Present deputy chief  minister 
and former rebel leader O Pan-
neerselvam had pressed for a probe 
into the death of Jayalalithaa saying 
there were doubts in the minds of  
people.

“I seek pardon from you. Please 
forgive me. We told lies Amma (Jay-
alalithaa) is eating sambar, chutney, 
tea etc so that you will believe that 
she is improving. In fact nobody 
saw Amma eating idli or drinking 
tea or chatting... all are lies,” Srini-
vasan said.

Similarly, news about several 
leaders meeting Jayalalithaa in the 
hospital and their version that she 
was improving was also false, he 
claimed.

“We were afraid of Sasikala at 
that time and lied about Jayalalith-
aa’s health condition,” he claimed.

“It is very common that sisters 
who fight inside the house will ap-
pear to be friendly outside. We did 
not want the secret of the party to 
get leaked... that is why we lied,” 
he said.

Referring to statements by peo-
ple loyal to Dhinakaran that they 

had evidence to refute doubts over 
the treatment given to Jayalalithaa, 
he dared them to release these and 
face the inquiry commission to let 
the people know the truth.

Dhinakaran said even Governor 
CH Vidyasagar Rao had visited the 
hospital and had issued statement 
on her health.

“Doctors from Apollo Hospi-
tals, the staff, even doctors from 
AIIMS had come for treating Jay-
alalithaa. But the truth is they did 
not allow even my aunt (ousted 
AIADMK general secretary V K 
Sasikala) to see her,” he said.

“Amma was admitted on Sep-
tember 22 (last year). But from 
October 1, she (Jayalalithaa) did not 
even see my aunt due to spread of  
infection,” he said.

“We are not afraid of anything. 
We have the footage. And without 
her (Sasikala) consent, how can I 
give it. If  there is any judicial or 
CBI inquiry, then we will give it at 
the appropriate time,” he said after 
meeting his 18 loyalist MLAs stay-
ing at a resort in Kodagu for the past 
one week.

Srinivasan said it was they who 
made Sasikala as interim general 
secretary after Jayalalithaa’s demise.

“We did that because Sasikala 
claimed she was with Jayalalithaa 
and took care of  her. But people 

thought otherwise. They were angry 
and asked why did you handover the 
party to the Sasikala clan,” he said.

He maintained that Sasikala 
was selected only due to the com-
pulsion of the circumstances.

A recent general council meet-
ing of  the party had annulled the 
appointment of Sasikala as interim 
general secretary and held as invalid 
all her decisions.

On chief minister K Palaniswa-
mi criticising him during various 
public meetings, Dhinakaran said 
“I don’t want to degrade myself  
by responding to comments made 
by him.” 

DMK Leader M K Stalin said in 
Chennai that it was due to the com-
ments made by various AIADMK 
leaders on the health of Jayalalithaa 
that his party had sought “an in-
quiry”.

He said Palaniswami and depu-
ty chief minister O Panneerselvam) 
had announced that a judicial 
inquiry would be conducted into 
Jayalalithaa’s demise. “But so far it 
is not clear on who is going to probe 
it,” he added 

BJP state unit president Tamili-
sai Soundararajan said “If  there 
are doubts raised by (AIADMK) 
ministers’, my view is that the state 
government itself  can inquire about 
it,” she said.

Shahanshahpur (UP), Sep. 23 
(PTI): Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi today lashed out at his 
political rivals, saying for the BJP, 
politics was not for the sake of  
votes as it considered the coun-
try’s development as the top-most 
priority.

“Some politicians work only 
when it fetches them votes.

But we have been brought up 
in a different culture. For us, the 
nation is above all and it is our top-
most priority, not votes,” he said.

Modi was addressing a public 
meeting after inaugurating the 
first ‘Pashu Arogya Mela’ (cattle 
health fair) here on the second 
day of his two-day visit to his Lok 
Sabha constituency of Varanasi.

Stressing that his government’s 
prime agenda was development, 
he said “Governance is not about 
politics or winning elections. The 
priority is the well-being of  the 
nation.” 

“Our (BJP) politics is not for 
votes, our culture is different. In 
politics, people do only that task 
which yields votes, but our charac-
ter is different,” Modi said.

Referring to the mega animal 
fair spread over 1800 acres of land 
here, he said “these animals don’t 
go to cast their ballot. They are not 
anyone’s voters.” 

He said that by 2022, when 
the country celebrates 75th year 
of  Independence, “every poor, 

whether in urban or rural area, 
will get a home”.

Modi, who also distributed 
Pradhan Mantri Awas Yojana 
certificates to some beneficiaries, 
said, “When crores of  houses 
are built across the country, it 
will require bricks, cement, iron 
and wood. It will generate jobs 
for thousands and open up new 
avenues of  income and employ-
ment.”

“If  Modi will not take up such 
an arduous task, who else will,” 
he posed, noting that crores of  
families were still homeless.

The Prime Minister also 
promised to double farm income 
by 2022 as he congratulated UP 
Chief  Minister Yogi Adityanath 
for organising the Pashudhan Aro-
gya Mela, which he said “will ben-
efit the farmers across the state.”

“Doubling of farmers’ income 
is an area in which significant 
work is being done,” he said and 
added, “Let us build on the strides 
we have made in the dairy sector.

Cooperatives can help in this 
regard as they have in other parts 
of the nation.” 

Modi said proper healthcare 
of  the cattle through such ini-
tiatives would help increase milk 
production in India which is lower 
than in several countries.

Encouraging farmers to adopt 
dairy farming and animal hus-
bandry as alternative sources of  

income, he said such initiatives 
would lead to “a new path of  
progress” that would not only 
raise farmers’ income but also the 
overall national income.

On corruption, Modi said his 
government had “waged a war” 
against black money and graft, 
for which the poor has had to suf-
fer because of  “the loot” by the 
dishonest.

He also targeted the erstwhile 
Samajwadi Party government in 
Uttar Pradesh for not providing 
to the Centre the list of homeless 
requiring houses in the state.

“The previous government 
had no interest in giving homes to 
the poor. After mounting pressure, 
they gave a list of only 10,000. But 
the current (Yogi Adityanath) gov-
ernment has given a list of  lakhs 
of people to avail benefit,” he said.

Modi said his government has 
“waged a war” against blackmon-
ey, corruption and dishonesty.

“A common honest man suf-
fers as the corrupt used to loot 
him. The campaign for honesty is 
now moving forward like a festi-
val. The way in which our trader 
brothers are associating with 
GST and Aadhar, every penny of  
the people will be spent for their 
welfare. We are moving forward 
fast,” he said.

Earlier, Modi laid the founda-
tion stone for toilet units at the vil-
lage under his pet Swachha Bharat 

Abhiyaan project.
Reiterating his “Clean India” 

message, Modi said he was happy 
to have got the “opportunity to 
help in construction of  toilets 
for the poor. Swachhata is puja 
(cleanliness is worship for me). 
It can save my countrymem from 
diseases.

Cleanliness is a way to serve 
the poor of India.” 

Noting that cleanliness was 
everyone’s responsibility, he said 
“because of  the mentality that 
someone will spread garbage and 
others will clean it, we have not 
made India as clean as it should 
have been. It is not just to make 
our villages look good but also for 
the sake of health.” 

Referring to his government’s 
cleanliness drive, he quoted a sur-
vey and said toilets at home can 
save up to Rs 50,000 per annum 
if  hygenic practices are adopted.

Praising the people of the vil-
lage where he laid the foundation 
of  a toilet for naming it as “Iz-
zatghar” (the home of  honour), 
Modi said “I liked this word so 
much. Where there is Izzatghar, 
there is honour of  our mothers 
and sisters. I also congratulate the 
state government for recognising it 
as Izzatghar. In the days to come, 
those who are concerned about 
their honour, will construct more 
Izzatghar.” 

The Prime Minister also laud-

ed the Chief Minister for organis-
ing health treatment for cattle 
and said ailing animals have been 
brought here from different parts 
to be treated by specialist doctors 
and hoped that such programmes 
would be held across the state 
more often.

He said such fairs and camps 
would also help poor farmers who 
cannot afford treatment to their 
animal due to poverty.

Earlier, he went around the 
animal shelter (‘gau shala’), spoke 
to the staff  and even patted some 
cows there.

Modi also interacted with chil-
dren and patted a little girl, who 
was apparently awestruck over 
what was going on.

The Prime Minister also said 
that in Kashi (Varanasi) he had 
saved crores of  rupees by using 
LED bulbs in homes and street 
lights. “This money can be used 
on development.” 

He said many new projects 
have been launched for cleanli-
ness in Varanasi, including a Rs 
600-crore sewer treatment plant 
and a unit to generate power from 
garbage.

As he dedicated schemes to 
his Lok Sabha constituency, he 
remarked that “unlike previous 
governments who were driven by 
political calculations, this govern-
ment not only launches but com-
pletes its projects”.

New Delhi, Sep. 23 (PTI): 
The Congress today de-
manded answers from 
Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi and Home Minister 
Rajnath Singh over the 
reported Mumbai visit of  
Dawood Ibrahim’s wife 
and asked why no action 
was taken against her by 
the government.

Underworld don Da-
wood’s wife Mehajabin 
Shaikh had visited Mumbai 
to meet her father last year, 
police officials had said 
yesterday, quoting the fugi-
tive gangster’s brother Iqbal 
Kaskar, who has been held 
by the Thane police in an 
extortion case.

Congress communica-
tions in-charge Randeep 
Surjewala said it was unfor-
tunate that Dawood’s wife 
came to meet her father in 
Mumbai in 2016 and the 
Modi government and its 
agencies “kept sleeping”.

“This is such a shock-
ing revelation made by the 
Thane police that the Prime 
Minister, Home Minis-
ter and Defence Minister 
should answer,” he said.

Surjewala questioned 
why the wife of  the ter-
rorist was not arrested and 

why no action was taken 
against her.

“Congress demands 
that Prime Minister Naren-
dra Modi and Home Min-
ister Rajnath Singh apprise 
the nation about the na-
tional security failure and 
circumstances in which the 
wife of  a dreaded terrorist 
entered and left India with 
complete ease, without be-
ing questioned or detained.

“Let the PM state as 
to what responsibility has 
been fixed and what action 
would be taken,” he said in 
a statement.

Surjewala claimed that 
this was “complete compla-
cency and intelligence fail-
ure” on the part the central 
and state governments.

He accused the BJP of  
compromising national se-
curity in the past by actions 
like the release of  Masood 
Azhar, Mushtaq Ahmed 
Zargar and Ahmed Omar 
Saeed Sheikh.

Another Congress lead-
er Rajeev Shukla, while 
referring to reports that 
the underworld don’s wife 
visited Mumbai, also de-
manded answers from the 
Centre and the Maharash-
tra government.

“There are reports that 
Dawood’s wife Mehajabin 
Sheikh had come to India 
last year and returned qui-
etly after staying in Mum-
bai for 15 days,” he said.

Shukla said that at a 
time when the country was 
fighting against terror, the 
wife of  a terrorist visited 
the country for a fortnight 
and thereafter returned 
without anybody being 
aware of  her visit.

“This is a serious mat-
ter and the Mumbai police, 
the Maharashtra govern-
ment and the central gov-
ernment should answer,” 
he said.

Kaskar, arrested by the 
Anti-Extortion Cell of  the 
Thane police earlier this 
week, has given some vital 
information about Dawood 
and his family, the police 
officials had said.

Police claimed that 
Kaskar told them that Me-
hajabin came to Mumbai 
some time last year to meet 
her father Salim Kashmiri, 
who lives in Mumbai with 
his family.

After meeting Kashmiri 
and his family members, 
Mehajabin quietly left the 
country, they said.

Kolkata, Sep. 23 (PTI): 
China and India are work-
ing together to “take for-
ward” their relationship 
leaving behind the Doka-
lam episode, the Chinese 
Consul General here has 
said.

Chinese Consul Gener-
al Ma Zhanwu also asserted 
that by working together 
cooperation and exchanges 
can be further enhanced.

“India and China are 
working together. Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi 

and President Xi Jinping 
had a meeting on Septem-
ber 5 to discuss how to en-
hance the relationship,” 
Zhanwu said here last night 
while addressing an event 
to mark the 68th anniver-
sary of the founding of the 
People’s Republic of China.

“As long as the two 
countries work together, 
we will able to enhance 
and develop exchanges and 
cooperation,” he said.

Asked if  both the coun-
tries have left behind the 

Dokalam episode, Zhanwu 
said, “Yes we have left that 
behind and are working 
together to take forward the 
bilateral relationship”.

Prime Minister Modi 
had met President Xi on the 
sidelines of the 9th BRICS 
Summit on September 5.

The two leaders had 
agreed that both the coun-
tries should put in more 
effort to strengthen the co-
operation between their se-
curity personnel and ensure 
that Dokalam-like incidents 

do not recur.
The Chinese and the 

Indian troops were engaged 
in a prolonged standoff  in 
the Dokalam area of  the 
Sikkim sector since June 16 
after the Indian side stopped 
the construction of  a road 
by the Chinese Army.

On August 28, India’s 
External Affairs Ministry an-
nounced that New Delhi and 
Beijing have decided on “ex-
peditious disengagement” 
of their border troops in the 
disputed Dokalam area.

Jammu, Sep. 23 (PTI): 
Pakistani troops targeted 
Indian border outposts and 
hamlets in Jammu, Samba 
and Poonch districts in over-
night firing and shelling, 
injuring two BSF jawans 
and five civilians, officials 
said today.

Continuous violations 
of  the ceasefire by Paki-
stan along the International 
Border (IB) and the Line of  
Control (LoC) have forced 
hundreds of  border resi-

dents to flee their homes.
Pakistan troops engaged 

in heavy firing and mortar 
shelling on villages and bor-
der outposts in Arnia, R S 
Pura and Ramgarh sectors 
along the IB in Jammu and 
Samba districts since last 
evening, the officials said.

They targeted over 20 
villages. Three civilians in 
Satowali village of R S Pura 
sector were injured in Pa-
kistani shelling and had to 
be hospitalised, they said, 

adding that another villager 
was injured in Treva in Ar-
nia sector.

In Ramgarh sector in 
Samba, two BSF jawans 
suffered minor injuries in 
Pakistani firing, the officials 
said. Pakistan also engaged 
in heavy firing and shelling 
in Poonch sector along the 
LoC last evening. An eight-
year-old boy was injured in 
the firing, they said.

Over 500 people were 
evacuated by the police from 

a few border hamlets tar-
geted by Pakistani troops 
last night, they said.

The villagers have been 
housed in a camp.

Over 20,000 people have 
also fled their homes and 
hearths in Arnia and R S 
Pura sectors in the past few 
days, the officials said.

There have been con-
tinuous firing and shelling by 
Pakistani troops along the IB 
and the LoC between Sep-
tember 13 and September 18.

Jaipur, Sep. 23 (PTI): 
Police today arrested a 
70-year-old self-styled god-
man, accused of  raping a 
law student, from a private 
hospital in Alwar in Ra-
jasthan.

Pol ice  sa id  Swami 
Kaushlendra Prapannach-
ari Falahari Maharaj had 
got admitted to the hospital 
after the 21-year-old wom-
an from Chhattisgarh’s 
Bilaspur district filed a rape 
complaint against him ear-
lier this month.

Aravali police station 
SHO Hemraj Meena said 
Falahari Maharaj has been 
sent to the Rajiv Gandhi 
Government General Hos-
pital in Alwar for medical 
examination.

According to hospital 
sources, a three-member 
medical board has been 
set up for the self-styled 
godman.

The incident had alleg-
edly taken place at Mad-
husudan ashram of  the 
godman in Alwar on Au-
gust 7 this year, Bilaspur 
Additional Superintendent Monkeys feed their infants on a street of New Delhi on Saturday. PTI

of  Police Archana Jha had 
said.

As per the September 
11 complaint, the parents 
of  the woman, who is stud-
ying law in Jaipur, are fol-
lowers of  Falahari Maharaj 
for the past several years.

On his recommenda-
tion, she did an internship 
under a senior lawyer in 
New Delhi for which she 
received a stipend of  Rs 
3,000. Her parents asked 
her to donate the stipend 
amount to the ashram in 
Alwar, the ASP said.

Following her parents’ 
advice, she went to the 
ashram on Raksha Band-
han last month. Citing 
occurrence of  ‘grahan’ 
(eclipse) that day, the self-
proclaimed religious guru 
advised her to stay in the 
ashram which she agreed 
to, Jha said.

During the night, he 
called the woman in his 
room and allegedly sexu-
ally assaulted her, the ASP 
said, quoting from the com-
plaint.

The self-styled godman 
asked her not to tell any-
one about the incident and 
threatened to harm her if  
she did so, she said.

When the sur vivor 
came home here  th i s 
month, she narrated the 
ordeal to her parents fol-
lowing which a rape com-
plaint was lodged with the 
women cell, Jha added.

A case was registered 
against the accused under 
IPC sections 376 (rape) 
and 506 (criminal intimi-
dation), the police officer 
said.
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NEWS IN BRIEF
Man kills two daughters for 
‘honour’ in Pakistan
Islamabad, Sep. 23 (IANS): Two young women 
were killed by their father “in the name of  honour” 
in Pakistan’s Khyber-Pakhtunkhwa province, police 
said on Saturday. According to Bala Mani Deputy 
Superintendent of  Police Fazal Wahid, Abdul Gani 
killed his daughters -- 20-year-old Shamim and 10-year-
old Noreen -- in Peshawar’s Achar Kali area on 
September 20 and confessed to the crime upon his arrest, 
Dawn reported. Last year, on October 6, a joint session 
of Parliament unanimously approved anti-honour killing 
and anti-rape bills. The legislation on honour killings will 
introduce strict punishment for the convicts.

Pakistan fires anti-ship missile 
into Arabian Sea
Karachi, Sep. 23 (IANS): Pakistan said it conducted 
a successful test of  the firing of  an anti-ship missile 
from a Sea King helicopter in northern Arabian Sea on 
Saturday. Chief of the Naval Staff Admiral Muhammad 
Zakaullah witnessed the missile firing demonstration, 
a press release issued by the navy said. The anti-ship 
missile successfully hit its target. According to the 
navy spokesperson, Zakaullah said the successful firing 
demonstration was a testament to Pakistan Navy’s 
war preparedness and professional capabilities. The 
naval chief also visited fleet units stationed in the sea 
and witnessed exercises involving the naval fleet.  “I 
am proud of Pakistan Navy fleet’s war preparations,” 
Zakaullah was quoted as saying.

11 arrested in Bangladesh over 
suspected terror financing links
Dhaka, Sep. 23 (IANS): Eleven people were arrested 
in Bangladesh over suspected links to terror financing, 
police said on Saturday. The anti-crime Rapid Action 
Battalion (RAB) elite force made the arrests on Friday 
across separate locations in Dhaka, reports Xinhua 
news agency.  The police did not disclose any other 
information on the arrests.

China imposes limit on oil supply 
to North Korea
Beijing, Sep. 23 (PTI/AP): China announced today 
that it will limit oil exports to North Korea under UN 
sanctions over its nuclear and missile development, 
further reducing support from Pyongyang’s last major 
trading partner, energy supplier and diplomatic ally. 
Exports of  refined petroleum to the North will be 
limited to 2 million barrels per year and sales of liquefied 
natural gas banned outright, effective January 1, the 
Commerce Ministry said. The current size of Chinese 
energy supplies to the North and how much that would 
be reduced were unclear. China also will ban textile 
imports from the North, the ministry said. Textiles are 
one of the North’s last major sources of foreign revenue 
following repeated rounds of UN sanctions under which 
Beijing cut off purchases of coal, iron ore, seafood and 
other goods.

AP/PTI

Villagers rest at a temporary shelter in Klungkung, Bali, Indonesia Saturday, Sept. 23, 2017. Thousands of villagers on the Indonesian resort 
island of Bali are sheltering in sports centers, village halls and with rela ves, fearing Mount Agung will erupt for the first me in more than 
half a century.

Iran tests new medium-range missile, defying US warnings

New earthquake, magnitude 6.1, shakes jittery Mexico

UK needs to clarify Brexit 
position — Macron

Nepal PM — Proximity to India, China provides ‘immense’ economic opportunity

Angela Merkel likely to win, predict pre-poll surveys

Trump slams McCain, says Republicans 
will ‘eventually’ repeal Obamacare

Tehran, Sep. 23 (PTI/AFP): Iran 
said today that it had successfully 
tested a new medium-range missile in 
defiance of  warnings from Washing-
ton that such activities were grounds 
for abandoning their landmark nu-
clear deal.

State television carried footage 
of  the launch of  the Khoramshahr 
missile, which was first displayed 
at a high- profile military parade in 
Tehran yesterday.

It also carried in-flight video from 
the nose cone of  the missile, which 
has a range of  2,000-km and can 
carry multiple warheads. 

“As long as some speak in the 
language of  threats, the strengthening 
of  the country’s defence capabilities 
will continue and Iran will not seek 
permission from any country for 
producing various kinds of  missile,” 
Defence Minister Amir Hatami said 
in a statement.

The test comes at the end of  a 
heated week of  diplomacy at the 
UN General Assembly in New York, 
where US President Donald Trump 
again accused Iran of  destabilising 
the Middle East, calling it a “rogue 
state whose chief  exports are vio-
lence, bloodshed and chaos”.

Previous Iranian missile launches 
have triggered US sanctions and accu-
sations that they violate the spirit of  
the 2015 nuclear deal between Tehran 
and major powers.

Iran, which fought a brutal war 
with neighbouring Iraq in the 1980s, 
sees missiles as a legitimate and vital 
part of  its defence -- particularly as 
regional rivals Saudi Arabia and Is-
rael import huge amounts of  military 
hardware from the West.

Trump has threatened to bin 
the nuclear agreement, saying Iran 
is developing missiles that may be 
used to deliver a nuclear warhead 
when the deal’s restrictions are 
lifted in 2025.

He is due to report to Congress 
on October 15 on whether Iran is 
still complying with the deal and 
whether it remains in US interests to 
stick by it.

If  he decides that it is not, that 
could open the way for US lawmakers 
to reimpose sanctions, leading to the 
potential collapse of  the agreement.

Trump said on Wednesday he had 
made his decision but was not yet 
ready to reveal it.

The other signatories to the deal 
-- Britain, France, Germany, China, 

Russia and the EU -- have all pushed 
for it to continue.

They point out that abandoning 
the agreement will remove restric-
tions on Iran immediately -- rather 
than in eight years’ time -- and that 
the International Atomic Energy 
Agency has repeatedly confirmed 
Tehran is meeting its commitments.

Iran says all of  its missiles are 
designed to carry conventional war-
heads only and has limited their range 
to a maximum of  2,000 km, although 
commanders say they have the tech-
nology to go further.

That makes them only medium-
range but still sufficient to reach Israel 
or US bases in the Gulf.

At yesterday’s military parade, 
President Hassan Rouhani hit out at 
those who “create problems for the 
peoples of  our region every day and 
boast of  selling arms to the blood-
thirsty Zionist regime (Israel) which 
has been attacking the peoples of  our 
region for 70 years like a cancerous 
tumour.” 

As well as carrying out missile 
tests, Iran has also launched a space 
satellite and fired missiles at Islamic 
State group targets in eastern Syria in 
recent months.

Mexico City, Sep. 23 (PTI/AP): 
A strong new earthquake shook 
Mexico today, causing new alarm 
in a country reeling from two yet-
more-powerful quakes this month 
that have killed nearly 400 people.

The US Geological Survey said 
the new, magnitude 6.1 temblor 
was centered about 18 kilometers 
south-southeast of Matias Romero 
in the state of Oaxaca, which was 
the region most battered by a mag-
nitude 8.1 quake on September 7.

It was among thousands of  
aftershocks recorded in the wake of  
that earlier quake, the most power-
ful to hit Mexico in 32 years, which 
killed at least 90 people.

There were some early reports 
of damage in Oaxaca.

Milenio TV broadcast images 
of a bridge that partially collapsed.

Bettina Cruz, a resident of  
Juchitan, Oaxaca, said by phone 
with her voice still shaking that the 
new quake felt “horrible.” 

“Homes that were still stand-
ing just fell down,” Cruz said. “It’s 
hard. We are all in the streets.” 

Cruz belongs to a social col-
lective and said that when the new 
shaking began, she was riding in a 
truck carrying supplies to victims 
of the earlier quake.

Nataniel Hernandez said by 
phone from Tonala, in the south-
ern state of  Chiapas, which was 
also hit hard by the earlier quake, 
that it was one of  the strongest 
movements he has felt since then.

“Since September 7 it has not 
stopped shaking,” Hernandez.

US Geological Survey geo-
physicist Paul Caruso said the new 
temblor was an aftershock of the 
8.1 quake, and after a jolt of that 
size even buildings left standing 
can be more vulnerable.

“So a smaller earthquake can 
cause the damaged buildings to 
fail,” Caruso said.

Buildings and street signs 

swayed and seismic alarms sound-
ed in Mexico City, prompting 
people with fresh memories of  
Tuesday’s magnitude 7.1 temblor 
that has killed at least 295 across 
the region to flee homes and hotels. 
Some were in tears.

Alejandra Castellanos was 
on the second floor of a hotel in 
a central neighborhood and ran 
down the stairs and outside with 
her husband.

“I was frightened because I 
thought, not again!” Castellanos 
said.

Mexico City Mayor Miguel 
Angel Mancera told Milenio 
TV there were “no new develop-
ments” due to the quake, though 
he acknowledged that it provoked 
“some crises of  nerves” among 
capital residents.

At the site of an office building 
that collapsed Tuesday and where 
an around-the-clock search for 
survivors was still ongoing, rescu-

ers briefly evacuated from atop 
the pile of rubble before returning 
to work.

As rescue operations stretched 
into Day 5, residents throughout 
the capital have held out hope that 
dozens still missing might be found 
alive. More than half  the dead 
-- 157 -- perished in the capital, 
while another 73 died in the state 
of  Morelos, 45 in Puebla, 13 in 
Mexico State, six in Guerrero and 
one in Oaxaca.

Along a 60-foot stretch of  a 
bike lane in Mexico City, families 
huddled under tarps and donated 
blankets, awaiting word of loved 
ones trapped in the four-story-high 
pile of rubble behind them.

“There are moments when you 
feel like you’re breaking down,” 
said Patricia Fernandez Romero, 
who was waiting yesterday for 
word on the fate of  her 27-year-
old son. “And there are moments 
when you’re a little calmer. ... They 

are all moments that you wouldn’t 
wish on anyone.” 

Families have been sleeping 
in tents, accepting food and cof-
fee from strangers, people have 
organized to present a united front 
to authorities, who they pressed 
ceaselessly for information.

They were told that water and 
food had been passed along to at 
least some of those trapped inside. 
Yesterday morning, after hours of  
inactivity blamed on rain, rescuers 
were readying to re-enter the site, 
joined by teams from Japan and 
Israel. Fernandez said officials told 
them they knew where people were 
trapped on the fourth floor.

It’s the moments between those 
bits of  information that torment 
the families. 

“It’s that you get to a point 
when you’re so tense, when they 
don’t come out to give us informa-
tion,” she said. “It’s so infuriat-
ing.”

Karachi, Sep. 23 (IANS): 
Amid the ongoing joint drills 
with China, Pakistan said it 
conducted a successful test 
of an anti-ship missile from 
a Sea King helicopter in the 
northern Arabian Sea on 
Saturday, stating that the 
country was ready for war.

The anti-ship missile 
successfully hit its target, an 
official statement said.

According to the navy 
spokesperson, Naval chief  
Admiral Muhammad Za-
kaullah, who witnessed the 
test, said the successful firing 
demonstration was a testa-
ment to the Pakistan Navy’s 
war preparedness and pro-
fessional capabilities.

The naval chief also vis-
ited fleet units stationed in 
the sea and witnessed exer-
cises involving the fleet.

“I am proud of  Paki-
stan Navy fleet’s war prepa-
rations,” Zakaullah said, 
adding that the navy will 
safeguard the sea borders 

and interests of Pakistan at 
any cost.

The missile test came a 
day after pilots of  the Chi-
nese and Pakistani air forces 
conducted joint drills sitting 
in the same aircraft, which 
Xinhua said was a reflec-
tion of  deep mutual trust 
between the two militaries.

During the ongoing joint 
drills named “Shaheen VI”, 
air force personnel cooper-
ated in planning and im-
plementing strategies, as 
well as learning operational 
concepts and tactics from 
each other. Earlier in March, 
the navy had conducted a 
successful test of  a land-
based, anti-ship missile. That 
trial was conducted from the 
coastal region and the mis-
sile secured a hit on a target 
placed at sea. The Pakistan 
Navy in May received the 
seven surplus Westland Sea 
King multi-role helicopters 
it had ordered from Britain 
in 2016.

Paris, Sep. 23 (IANS): The UK 
must provide more clarity about 
its negotiating position on Brexit, 
French President Emmanuel Ma-
cron has said following British 
Prime Minister Theresa May’s 
speech in the Italian city of Flor-
ence.

Macron said on Friday the 
settlement rights of  EU nation-
als living in the UK, the financial 
terms of the exit package and the 
Irish question all require further 
clarification before talks could be 
held on trade, BBC reported.

May, during the speech, made 
suggestions including a two-year 
transition period after Brexit, and 
that the UK pay the EU for “com-
mitments” previously made.

The British Prime Minister 
said that she hoped this offer 
would unblock Brexit talks. In the 
first response by a European leader 
to the speech, Macron welcomed 
her initiative, but said the British 
position still needed to be fleshed 
out.

“Before we move forward, 
we wish to clarify the issue of the 
regulation of  European citizens, 
the financial terms of the exit and 
the question of Ireland,” he said.

“If those three points are not 
clarified, then we cannot move 
forward on the rest.” 

May said on Friday that there 
should be a transition period of  
“about” two years after March 
2019 -- when the UK leaves the 
EU -- during which trade should 
continue on current terms.

As per her proposals, EU mi-
grants would still be able to live 
and work in the UK but they 
would have to register with the 
authorities.

May said the UK would pay 
into the EU budget for decisions 
made while it was a member, so 
other member states were not left 
out of pocket.

She did not specify how much 
the UK would be prepared to pay 
during the transition period, but it 
has been estimated as being at least 
20 billion euros (about 18 billion 
pounds), the report said.

Brussels chief EU negotiator 
Michel Barnier said May had 
failed to clarify how the UK would 
honour its “special responsibility” 
for the consequences of Brexit for 
Ireland. 

Ireland’s Prime Minister Leo 
Varadkar joined the call for greater 
detail on how a transition period 
might work after Britain leaves the 
EU in 2019, while Sinn Fein party 
president Gerry Adams said May 
delivered nothing but the “same 
old story”.

Berlin, Sep. 23 (IANS): Chancellor 
Angela Merkel is likely to win a fourth 
term as Germany goes to federal election 
on Sunday, according to various pre-poll 
surveys.

Merkel, already Chancellor for 12 
years, had run a low-key campaign em-
phasising the country’s falling unemploy-
ment, strong economic growth, balanced 
budget and overall stability in a volatile 
world.

Pre-election surveys have put Merkel’s 
Christian Democrats (CDU/CSU) well 
ahead of  centre-left Social Democrats 
(SPD) led by her challenger Martin 

Schulz, the Daily Express reported. 
The CDU was in a comfortable lead 

with 37 per cent of the vote while the SPD 
was right behind with 20 per cent, sug-
gesting the two parties will form a Grand 
Coalition in the Bundestag after the elec-
tion day, according to surveys.

The populist, eurosceptic and anti-
immigration party -- Alternative fuer 
Deutschland (AfD) -- was at 12 per cent, 
and will likely form the next government’s 
main opposition. 

The party is likely to enter the Bun-
destag after four years of its foundation 
and become the first far-right party in 

Bundestag after 1945. The party was 
almost elected into Bundestag in the last 
federal election with 4.7 per cent of votes, 
the report said.

In the run up to the election, Merkel 
made it clear that she would not cooper-
ate with the AfD.

Merkel has pledged to get Germany’s 
current 5.7 per cent unemployment rate, 
down from 11 per cent when she took 
office in 2005, to “full employment” by 
2025. She has also vowed limited tax 
cuts and to keep Germany’s borrowing 
at zero.

And she offers a steady hand interna-

tionally, with long experience of Europe-
an Union negotiating marathons, tough 
talks with Russian President Vladimir 
Putin, and now of engaging cautiously 
with US President Donald Trump.

Polls suggest that Merkel’s CDU and 
its Bavaria-only allies, CSU, will come 
in a few points short of the 41.5 per cent 
support they had in 2013 - Merkel’s best 
result yet. 

They put Schulz’s SPD around or 
below the 23 per cent they won in their 
worst showing yet in post-Second World 
War Germany, which was recorded in 
2009, the report said.

New York, Sep. 23 (IANS): US Presi-
dent Trump slammed Senator John 
McCain for opposing a last-minute 
plan to repeal and replace Obamacare, 
insisting that the Republicans would 
“eventually” roll back his predecessor’s 
signature healthcare law, the media 
reported.

Trump on Friday night called 
Arizona Senator’s opposition “totally 
unexpected” and “terrible” during a 
campaign rally in Huntsville, Alabama, 
reports The Hill magazine.

“John McCain, if  you look at 
his last campaign, it was all about re-
peal and replace, repeal and replace,” 
Trump told the crowd. 

“So he decided to do something 
different, and that’s fine.

“We’re going to do it eventually,” 
Trump insisted of Obamacare repeal 
efforts.

Trump broadly chastised congres-
sional Republicans for campaigning for 
seven years “saying repeal and replace, 
repeal and replace” and failing to de-
liver on the promise. 

“They didn’t care, nobody cared, 

because they had a President who 
wasn’t going to sign it,” Trump said, 
referring to Republicans votes to repeal 
the Affordable Care Act (ACA) under 
his predecessor Barack Obama.

“So it didn’t take much courage,” 
he continued. “I think they voted, what 
61 times? Sixty-one times to repeal and 
replace. They finally get a president 
who will sign the legislation and they 
don’t have the guts to vote for it.”

McCain was one of a few Republi-
can senators watched closely ahead of  
a possible vote next week on the repeal 
legislation sponsored by Senators Bill 
Cassidy and Lindsey Graham, The Hill 
magazine reported.

He cast a deciding vote in July kill-
ing a scaled-down Obamacare repeal 
bill, joining Senators Lisa Murkowski 
and Susan Collins in voting against 
the bill.

McCain announced earlier on Fri-
day he would also vote against the latest 
repeal measure from Graham and Cas-
sidy, which Republicans hoped to vote 
on next week ahead of  a September 
30 deadline for approving the bill on a 

majority vote.
“I cannot in good conscience vote 

for the Graham-Cassidy proposal. I 
believe we could do better working 
together, Republicans and Democrats, 
and have not yet really tried,” McCain 
said in a statement.

In his speech, Trump also said that 
he was provided a list of 10 Republican 
senators who were “absolute no’s” on 
the Obamacare repeal, saying McCain 
was not on the list.

“John McCain was not on the list. 
So that was a totally unexpected thing, 
terrible. Honestly, terrible.”

The President acknowledged that 
McCain’s opposition hurt the Repub-
licans’ repeal efforts, but insisted the 
party would “go back” and press for 
repeal.

“It’s like a boxer... they get knocked 
down, get up. Knocked down, get up. 

“And then the bad ones, they stay 
in the stool and they say, ‘We quit, we 
quit’. The great ones get up and they 
end up winning. That’s what we’re 
going to do. We might have to go back 
again and again.”

United Nations, Sep. 23 
(IANS): Nepal’s Prime Min-
ister Sher Bahadur Deuba says 
that his landlocked Himalayan 
republic has an “immense 
opportunity” to benefit from 
the economic transforma-
tion of  India and China, and 
advocates an independent 
foreign policy without “fear 
or favour”.

Speaking at the high-level 
UN General Assembly session 
on Saturday, he said, “Geo-
graphical proximity to India 
and China provides Nepal a 
rare opportunity to benefit from 
unprecedented economic trans-
formation in its neighbourhood, 

opening up immense opportu-
nity for trade and investment.”

“We consider regional coop-
eration an important means for 

building trust and confidence 
among nations and making the 
best use of  complementarities 
for shared prosperity,” he added. 
“Connectivity remains at the 
core of deeper integration and 
for creating a win-win situation.”

Laying out the basis of inter-
national relations for his country 
that straddles competing giants, 
India and China, he said his 
country believes in “multipolar-
ity”.

“In exercise of  our inde-
pendent foreign policy, we judge 
every issue on its merit without 
fear or favour,” he asserted.

Harking to Nepal’s civili-
sational heritage, he declared, 

“The essence of Nepal’s foreign 
policy is Panchsheel -five princi-
ples of peaceful co-existence that 
are derived from the teachings of  
Lord Buddha -- the enlightened 
son of Nepal.”

“These principles serve as 
foundations for managing har-
monious relations among na-
tions in this time of increasing 
uncertainty and turmoil,” he 
said.

He said his country support-
ed the long overdue reform of  
the Security Council to remedy 
the under-representation of de-
veloping countries in recognition 
of their growing contributions in 
shaping global agenda.

AP/PTI

 Sher Bahadur Deuba, Prime Minister of Napel addresses the United Na ons 
General Assembly, Saturday, Sept. 23, 2017, at U.N. headquarters. 



EASTERN MIRROR  |  Dimapur, Sunday, September 24, 2017

10
ENTERTAINMENT
MIRROR

“Chennai Express” producer Morani surrenders in rape case
Bollywood producer Karim Morani has surrendered to police here in connection 
with a rape case hours after the Supreme Court dismissed his bail plea, authorities 
confirmed on Saturday. He surrendered at the Hayathnagar police station on the 
city’s outskirts around midnight, the police said. The “Chennai Express” producer 
will be produced before a court later in the day. Morani is facing the charge of rap-
ing a Delhi-based woman. The 25-year-old aspiring actor alleged that he repeatedly 
raped her by threatening to post her private pictures on social media. The police had 
booked him in January on charges of rape, wrongful confinement, criminal intimi-
dation and cheating. The Supreme Court on Friday dismissed Morani’s petition 
challenging the Hyderabad High Court’s verdict cancelling his bail. (IANS ) 

I r Esen, 18, smiles a er being crowned as Miss Turkey 2017 in Istanbul.

Miss Turkey 2017 stripped of 
her crown over coup tweet

Hiddleston surprised by his long stint in ‘Thor’ franchise

‘I can’t wait to teach Nisha so many things’

10 am, 5.30 pm- Kingsman: 
The golden circle (Eng) 12.30 pm, 8 pm- Bhoomi (Hindi) 3 pm- Haseena Parkar (Hindi)

TICKET RATES
Silver Rs. 80
Gold Rs. 150

HILL STAR 
Movie Schedule

Hill Star is thrilled to announce 
its valued HillStarCinema 

fans that the hall is now live at 
BookMyShowIN You can now 

BUY tickets online! 

T
he winner of  
Miss Turkey 
2017 has been 
stripped of her 
crown after one 

of her past tweets came to 
light.

Itir Esen, 18, had 
shared a post referencing 
last year’s coup attempt, 
comparing her menstrual 
cycle to the spilt blood of  
“martyrs”, BBC reported 
on Friday.

The competition’s 
organisers said the tweet 
was “unacceptable” and 
confirmed their decision to 
dismiss her, just hours after 
she won. Esen has since 
said, via Instagram, that 
she was not being political.

The tweet was posted 
around the first anniver-
sary of the July 15 coup 
attempt, when nearly 250 
people died fighting an 
army uprising.

She 
wrote: 

“I am having my period 
this morning to celebrate 
the July 15 martyrs’ day. I 
am celebrating the day by 
bleeding a representation 
of our martyrs’ blood.”

Turkish President 
Recep Tayyip Erdogan 
regularly refers to the “mar-

tyrs” who died resisting the 
coup.

The beauty pageant’s 
organisers said the tweet 
did not come to light until 
after Thursday’s ceremony 
in Istanbul, after which 
they held a long meeting 
to discuss the situation and 

verify the post.
On Friday, they 

released a statement to 
announce their decision to 
rescind her title: “We regret 
to say that this tweet has 
been tweeted by Itir Esen. 
It is not possible for the 
Miss Turkey Organisation 
to promote such a post, 
when it aims to introduce 
Turkey to the world and 
contribute to its image.”

Esen later responded 
with her own statement 
on social media: “I want 
to say that as a 18-year-old 
girl, I had no political aims 
while sharing this post.”

“I was raised with 
respect for the homeland 
and the nation,” she added, 
apologising for “being 
misunderstood”.

Runner-up Asli Sumen 
will now travel to China 
to represent Turkey in the 
Miss World competition.

Esen is not the first 
Miss Turkey to find herself  

embroiled in a political 
row. In 2016, another past 
winner, Merve Buyuksarac, 
was given a 14-month 
suspended prison sentence 
for insulting President 
Erdogan via satirical poem 
she shared on social media.

Buyuksarac, who won 
the 2006 crown, was also 
briefly detained over the 
issue in 2015.

Around that time, Pres-
ident Erdogan launched 
thousands of lawsuits 
against people he said had 
insulted him. 

He later withdrew 
them, saying he was 
inspired by the feelings of  
unity after the failed coup. 

However, a harsh 
crackdown has continued, 
which the president insists 
is necessary for national se-
curity. More than 150,000 
state employees have been 
dismissed and some 50,000 
people arrested.

IANS

S
unny Leone and her 
husband Daniel Weber sur-
prised everyone when they 
announced that they have 
adopted a baby girl from 

Latur. The Indo-Canadian actress 
says she is enjoying every second of  
her time with her daughter, and can’t 
wait to show her the entire world and 
teach her so many things.

The news about adoption came 
in July, and the baby has been named 
Nisha Kaur Weber.

“Well our whole life has changed 
for the better. Figuring out our sched-
ule is not as difficult as we thought it 
would be and she is at an age where 
she can travel with us if need be,” 
Sunny told IANS in an email interac-
tion. 

“I am enjoying every second of  
my time with her. There is noth-
ing more I can ask for. We are truly 
blessed,” added the actress, who at-
tended the fourth season of Big Boys 
Toys Expo -- a three-day event held at 
the MMRDA grounds Mumbai from 
September 22. 

The adoption process took two 
years. Sunny says she is enjoying be-
ing a mother. 

“It is the best experience of my 
life and I can’t wait to show her every 
inch of this world and teach her so 
many things,” said the actress. 

Sunny, whose real name is Karen-
jit Kaur Vohra, made a transition 
into Bollywood after making a name 
for herself as an adult film actress 
abroad. She took the reality TV route 
with a stint in one of the previous 
seasons of Bigg Boss to come into 
spotlight in India. She has featured 
in films like “Jism 2”, “Ek Paheli 
Leela”, “Kuch Kuch Locha Hai” and 

“One Night Stand”.
Her Twitter bio reads: “Life is 

short let’s make the most of it”. And 
Sunny says she has been following 
this for many many years. 

“I don’t think a particular thing 
lasts forever so I try and have as 
much fun as possible all the time 
where ever I am in the world,” 
added the actress, who is also 
known for special numbers 
in films like “Raees” and 
“Bhoomi”. 

She is also know for her 
stint as host of “Splitsvilla”, 
an author and a business 
woman by coming out with 
a fragrance line. Sunny is also 
coming out with a cosmetic 
line and a production house. 

“I have owned my own 
business since I was 18 years old 
so this is what I love. My first 
passion was owning a business 
and watching it grow. My 
moves are pretty calculated 
but here and there some-
thing comes along that I 
love and would love to see 
as my own. The only fixed 
plan always is to keep 
pushing forward and keep 
taking risks.” 

The actress, who 
oft gets embroiled into 
controversy with her bold 
moves like endorsing a 
condom brand, feels she is 
a business woman before 
an artist. 

“There are moments 
when being creative takes 
over, but at the end of  
the day the business side 
needs to work as well,” 

she added. 
Talking about her future projects, 

Sunny said: “Right now I am work-
ing on some projects that have not 

been released to the public 
so you will have to 

wait. But I am al-
most ready to drop 
my cosmetic line 
StarStruck by 
Sunny Leone. 
So beyond ex-
cited about my 
own line of  
cosmetics.”

IANS

A
ctor Tom Hiddle-
ston is surprised 
that he is still play-
ing Loki in “Thor” 
film franchise, and 

says it is a huge responsibility to 
find new sides of the fictional 

character with every 
outing. 

“Every time I 
play Loki, the chal-
lenge is to find new 
ways of playing 
him,” Hiddleston 
said in a state-
ment. 

“It is a 
source of con-

stant surprise to me that I’m still here. 
I never expected that when I started 
playing him. I feel a huge responsibility 
to deliver the character people know, 
even though it’s been four years since I 
last played him, and also to try to take 
him in new directions,” he added. 

He will be back in the third part 
“Thor: Ragnarok”.

Hiddleston describes Loki as a 
“mercurial character”.

He said: “I’ve spent six or seven 
years of my life trying to get to the bot-
tom of what exactly it is that he wants. 
When he seems to get close to what he 
wants-power, acceptance, belonging-he 
changes direction. I think that is the 
thing that keeps him interesting in a 

way. He’s cunning and transformative 
and changeable, and will do everything 
he can to survive. He’s the trickster. 
He’s the God of mischief. 

“When I put on the costume, the 
make-up and wig for the first time for 
this film and looked in the mirror, I 
thought to myself, ‘Wow, there he is.’ 
It was like seeing an old friend. It was 
good to see him, in a way. I feel like I 
know him.” 

Marvel Studios’ “Thor: Ragnarok” 
is directed by Taika Waititi and also 
stars Chris Hemsworth, Mark Ruffalo, 
Idris Elba, Anthony Hopkins, and Jeff  
Goldblum among others. The movie 
will release in India on November 3. 

IANS

‘Dangal’ becomes highest grossing B’wood film in Hong Kong

B
ollywood superstar Aamir 
Khans sports drama film 
“Dangal” is continuing 
its victory march at the 
box office worldwide 

and has become the highest grossing 
Bollywood film in Hong Kong with 
a collection of 23.45 million Hong 
Kong dollars.

As confirmed by the film’s 
spokesperson, “Dangal” has crossed 
the lifetime collection of Aamir’s 
2009 film “3 Idiots”, which minted 
23.41 million Kong Kong dollars in 
the country.

“The film released in 46 
screens in Hong Kong and Macau 
which is four times more than the 
regular screen count for a Hindi 
mainstream release,” said Amrita 
Pandey, Vice President - Studios, 
Disney India.

“The local audience’s over-
whelming response reaffirms that an 
inspiring story backed by the right 
team, distribution planning, superior 
storytelling with such strong perform-
ances -- can win hearts and transcend 
boundaries, and ‘Dangal’ exemplifies 
that,” Pandey added.

The film has been backed by 
Disney India and Aamir Khan Pro-
duction.

Based on the life of Mahavir 
Singh Phogat, an amateur wrestler, 
who trains his daughters Geeta 
Phogat and Babita Kumari to be 
world-class wrestlers, the film also 
features Sakshi Tanwar, Fatima Sana 
Shaikh and Zaira Wasim. 

“Dangal” currently has an 
overseas total of $217.17 million and 
worldwide collection of $297.68 mil-
lion (including India).

IANS



SPORTS
EASTERN MIRROR  |  Dimapur, Sunday, September 24, 2017

The Winter Olympics will be in Pyeongchang, pictured here in March 2017, which is situated just 80km (50 
miles) from the heavily-for fied fron er with North Korea.

Ronaldinho is the only player to have won both FIFA U-17 World Cup 
and FIFA World Cup tles.

Viktor Axelsen overpowered South Korea’s Son Wan-Ho in a 21-16, 
21-16 win.

Defending champion Caroline Wozniacki is a two- me Tokyo winner 
and finalist in 2014.

PTI
Indian cricket team captain Virat Kohli during the prac ce session at MPCA Holkar Stadium in Indore on 
Saturday.
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North Korea triggers 2018 
Winter Olympics security scare

Wozniacki batters Muguruza 

U-17 WC can be crucial for many 
young players: Ronaldinho

Axelsen reaches Japan Open That’s my boy - Real boss 
Zidane faces son Enzo

Europe tops World in Laver Cup openers

Dominant India aim to seal series in third ODI vs Australia

Paris, Sep. 23 (AFP): Aus-
tria and Germany joined 
France on Friday in rais-
ing the spectre of  staying 
away from the 2018 Winter 
Olympics in South Korea 
amid security fears over nu-
clear-armed North Korea.

Despite efforts by the 
International Olympic 
Committee to calm the jit-
ters, winter Olympic pow-
erhouse Austria said it was 
prepared to envisage staying 
away from the Pyeongchang 
Games next February if  se-
curity concerns deepened.

Karl Stoss, head of  
Austria’s national Olympic 
committee, said that “if  the 
situation worsens and the 
security of  our athletes is 
no longer guaranteed, we 
will not go to South Korea.”

Stoss’ comments follow 
those by France’s Sports 
Minister Laura Flessel, who 
warned Thursday: “If  this 
gets worse and we do not 
have our security assured, 
then our French team will 
stay here.”

The absence of Austria 
and other leading winter 
sports powers would be a 
hammer blow to the Py-
eongchang Games.

Austria alone took 
home 17 medals from the 
previous Winter Olympics 
Sochi Games in 2014 and 
has been the dominant 
force in alpine skiing and 
ski jumping.

A more muted response 
came from Germany, an-
other winter sports heavy-
weight that tops the all-time 
Olympic medal table in bi-
athlon, luge and bobsleigh, 
and whose team won 19 
medals in Sochi including 
eight golds.

The security question 

Tokyo, Sep. 23 (AFP): De-
fending champion Caroline 
Wozniacki flattened world 
number one Garbine Mugu-
ruza 6-2, 6-0 on Saturday to 
reach her fourth Pan Pacific 
Open final in Tokyo.

The Danish former 
number one will face Anas-
tasia Pavlyuchenkova as she 
chases a third Tokyo title 
after the Russian toppled 
Angelique Kerber 6-0, 6-7, 
6-4 in a see-saw first semi-
final.

Top seed Muguruza, 
playing her first tournament 
since reaching the top of the 
women’s world rankings, 
was blown off  court in just 
under an hour in a stun-
ningly lopsided match.

“I didn’t feel that fresh,” 
the Spaniard told reporters.

“It was always going 
to be a battle but I felt my 
energy was a little bit low,” 
added Muguruza.

“I was struggling a bit 
in the long rallies and didn’t 
make the important shots. 
I’m very disappointed, but 
she just played better.”

Third seed Wozniacki 
tore through the first set, 
sealing it when Muguruza 
wafted a routine forehand 
badly wide.

Muguruza cut a forlorn 
figure as she trudged back 
to her seat but things went 
from bad to worse for the 
Wimbledon champion in 
the second set.

A dipping forehand pass 
gave Wozniacki an early 
break, consolidated after an-
other wild Muguruza back-
hand in the fourth game.

Wozniacki, a two-time 

and the possibility of keep-
ing the German team at 
home would be addressed 
“in good time” by the 
government, the National 
Olympic Committee and se-
curity authorities, the Ger-
man interior ministry told 
AFP subsidiary SID.

French sports minister 
Flessel, a five-time Olympic 
medallist in fencing, was 
the first leading politician 
to publicly cast doubt over 
a country’s participation 
at the Olympics which run 
from February 9-25 in Py-
eongchang which is situated 
just 80km (50 miles) from 
the heavily-fortified frontier 
with North Korea.

No Plan B
On Friday, the IOC issued a 
statement aimed at calming 
security fears amid escalat-
ing tensions over bellicose 
North Korea’s recent nucle-
ar test and missile launches.

“Athletes safety and se-

curity are of  course a pri-
mary concern for the IOC,” 
the statement said.

“We are in close contact 
with the heads of  govern-
ment concerned and the 
United Nations over the 
past months and there, in 
none of  the discussions, 
has anybody expressed any 
doubt about the Olympic 
Winter Games 2018.”

“We continue to mon-
itor the situation on the 
Korean Peninsula and the 
region very closely. We 
are working with the Or-
ganising Committee on 
the preparations of  these 
Games which continue to 
be on track.” IOC president 
Thomas Bach sought per-
sonally to downplay secu-
rity fears 10 days ago, and a 
day earlier a confident IOC 
spokesman insisted: “There 
is no plan B”.

However, the situa-
tion has since deteriorated, 

sparking concern among 
some countries while others 
say they are preparing for 
the event as normal.

Sweden’s sports minister 
Annika Standhall, speaking 
to news agency TT, said it 
was “very worrying that 
some countries are imagin-
ing not to taking part...” 
while neighbour Norway 
said normal preparation 
were under way.

Italy said they had been 
reassured by IOC chief  
Bach’s statement on se-
curity and were looking 
forward to a “safe and 
secure” Olympics while 
Dutch Olympic Committee 
spokesman Geert Slot said 
growing tension on the Ko-
rean peninsula was a factor 
but saw no reason “as things 
stand at the moment” to 
follow the French example.

The Uni ted  Sta tes 
Olympic Committee chief  
executive Scott Blackmun 

Indore, Sep. 23 (IANS): 
After overpowering Aus-
tralia in the opening two 
games, a dominant India 
will aim to pocket the five-
match One Day Interna-
tional (ODI) series when 
they face the Kangaroos 
in the third game at the 
Holkar Stadium here on 
Sunday.

On a 10-match overseas 
losing streak, the Steve 
Smith-led side will have 
their task cut out and face a 
must-win situation to have 
a chance at the trophy.

On the other hand, In-
dia are currently on an 
eight-match winning run, 
and hold an upper hand 
at Indore, where the men-
in-blue have a 100 percent 
winning record (won all 
four of  their matches so 
far). Surprisingly the credit 
of  No.1-ranked India’s suc-
cess in the ongoing series 
goes more to the bowlers, 
who have managed to de-
fend scores of  164 (revised 
target in 21 overs) and 252 
in the first two matches.

India’s new-found spin-
twins Kuldeep Yadav and 
Yuzvendra Chahal have 
racked up 10 wickets to-
gether in the series so far 
and will once again be skip-
per Virat Kohli’s go-to men 

said moving forward as 
planned and have confi-
dence in Pyeongchang’s 
organizing committee.

“The United States 
Olympic Committee is very 
much looking forward to 
the Winter Olympics in Py-
eongchang, and will partici-
pate in the upcoming light-
ing of  the Olympic Flame 
in Olympia to celebrate 
the approaching Games,” 
Blackmun said in a news 
release. “Our preparations 
continue in earnest and, 
as with all Games, we will 
continue to work with our 
state department and local 
organizers to ensure that 
our athletes, and our entire 
delegation, are safe.

“We are confident in 
the Pyeongchang organiz-
ing committee’s ability to 
deliver a great Games.”

Canada, who won 10 
gold medals at Sochi four 
years ago and have claimed 
13 Olympic ice hockey ti-
tles, also played down the 
risks.

“The safety of our entire 
Canadian Olympic team 
is always our main prior-
ity, no matter where the 
Games are held,” said Ca-
nadian Olympic Committee 
(COC) spokesman Photi 
Sotiropoulos.

“The COC and the 
Royal Canadian Mounted 
Police (RCMP) have repre-
sentatives in South Korea 
and have routinely done site 
visits to the country.

“The government of  
Canada does not currently 
have travel advisories in 
place for South Korea and 
recommends that Canadi-
ans exercise normal security 
precautions, which is the 
lowest of four risk levels.”

Tokyo winner and finalist 
in 2014, put Muguruza out 
of  her misery by forcing 
the Spaniard into another 
whiffed backhand on match 
point after just 59 minutes.

“Obviously you don’t go 
on court thinking that’s go-
ing to be the scoreline,” said 
Wozniacki. “But I just kept 
my head down and stayed 
aggressive.”

Seventh seed Kerber, 
another former world num-
ber one, looked in danger 
of  being fed the dreaded 
“double bagel” after losing 
the first eight games in the 
Tokyo sunshine.

But the German recov-
ered from 6-0, 5-2 down 
to pinch the second-set 
tiebreak as Pavlyuchen-
kova suddenly tightened 
up, the Russian slamming 
her racquet to the ground 
in disgust. Kerber, who 
has slipped back to 14th 
in the world since winning 
last year’s Australian and 

US Open titles, clinched 
the breaker 7-4 with a fizz-
ing serve down the middle 
which she celebrated with a 
little fist pump.

The 29-year-old Kerber, 
a former Tokyo finalist, 
then quickly raced to a 3-0 
lead in the deciding set, 
only to be pegged back once 
more.

But Pavlyuchenkova, 
who beat Wozniacki in the 
final at Monterrey earlier 
this year, snatched the de-
cisive break in the seventh 
game with a superb back-
hand drive volley.

The world number 23 
unleashed the same brutal 
shot on match point to seal 
victory after a little over two 
hours.

“I was already thinking 
about going to Wuhan,” 
said Pavlyuchenkova, refer-
ring to next week’s tourna-
ment in China.

“I was already booking 
flights in my head.”

New Delhi, Sep. 23 (PTI): 
India is hosting the 17th 
edition of  the FIFA U-17 
World Cup and the legend-
ary Brazilian footballer 
Ronaldinho says that the 
tournament can be crucial 
for many young players as 
it has given him “a won-
derful start” to his glitter-
ing career when he won it 
for the first in 1997.

Ronaldinho won Bra-
zil’s first FIFA U-17 World 
Cup 20 years ago in Egypt. 
He is the only player to 
have won both FIFA U-17 
World Cup (1997) and 
FIFA World Cup Finals 
(2002) titles. A total of  12 
players who have played 
in FIFA U-17 World Cup 
have also represented their 
countries in a FIFA World 
Cup Finals.

“The U-17 World Cup 
is a very special tourna-
ment for me.

It opened the door for 
my professional career. I 
was lucky enough not only 
to take part in the competi-
tion but to win it too. I can 
honestly say that it opened 
the door for my profes-
sional career,” said Ron-
aldinho, who was named 
FIFA World Player of  the 
Year in 2004 and 2005.

“The U-17 World Cup 
can be crucial as for many 
players it marks the start 
of  their careers. Young 

in the middle overs. 
Australia have found it 

hard to solve the mystery 
around chinaman Kuldeep, 
who on Thursday became 
the first Indian spinner 
to score a hat-trick in 50 
overs cricket.  Not only the 
spinners, the pace duo of  
Bhuvneshwar Kumar and 
Jasprit Bumrah have also 
been impressive at both the 
start and the death overs. 
Coming in as first change, 

India have got the perfect 
all-round option in Pandya, 
who also has done his part 
with the ball.

India’s only area of  
concern is the middle or-
der batting, where Kedar 
Jadhav and Manish Pandey 
have failed to fire and the 
onus once again falls on the 
likes of  Kohli, who blasted 
a 107-ball 92 in the second 
game at the Eden Gardens 
along side the other half  

centurion Ajinkya Rahane. 
Rahane’s opening part-

ner Rohit Sharma is also 
due for runs but the saving 
grace has been the brilliant 
form of  the lower middle 
order comprising stumper 
Mahendra Singh Dhoni 
and Hardik Pandya.

On the other hand, 
Australia will need to pull 
up their socks in the bat-
ting department, which 
lacked a spark in the first 

two matches.
The over-dependence 

on Smith and opener Da-
vid Warner has also been 
a cause of  worry for the 
tourists.

Australia can, howev-
er, draw a lot of  positives 
from the performance of  
their fast bowlers -- Na-
than Coulter-Nile and Pat 
Cummins. But the form of  
leg-spinner Adam Zampa, 
who has managed to pick 
just two wickets so far, will 
hurt the Aussies.

Teams
India: Virat Kohli (Cap-
ta in ) ,  Rohi t  Shar ma, 
Lokesh Rahul, Manish 
Pandey, Kedar Jadhav, 
Ajinkya Rahane, Mahen-
dra Singh Dhoni (WK), 
Hardik Pandya, Ravindra 
Jadeja, Kuldeep Yadav, 
Yuzvendra Chahal, Jasprit 
Bumrah, Bhuvneshwar 
Kumar, Umesh Yadav, Mo-
hammed Shami.
Australia: David Warner, 
Steven Smith (Captain), 
Ashton Agar, Hilton Cart-
wright, Nathan Coulter-
Nile,  Glenn Maxwell, 
James Faulkner, Matthew 
Wade (WK), Pat Cum-
mins, Travis Head, Mar-
cus Stoinis, Adam Zampa, 
Kane Richardson, Peter 
Handscomb, Aaron Finch.

players dream of  making 
it big, and this competi-
tion gives them a fantastic 
opportunity to make that 
dream come true. It got 
my career off  to a wonder-
ful start and will always 
be close to my heart,” he 
was as quoted as saying by 
www.fifa.com.

In a career spanning 
almost 20 years, the Brazil-
ian won almost every title 
in football, including the 
2002 FIFA World Cup, 
the FIFA Confederations 
Cup 2005 and the UEFA 
Champions League in 
2006. Ronaldinho is cur-
rently featuring in the Pre-
mier Futsal tournament 

in India, playing for the 
Delhi Dragons, taking on 
fellow ex-pros Ryan Giggs, 
Deco, Paul Scholes, Mi-
chel Salgado and Hernan 
Crespo.

“The most wonderful 
moment of  the tourna-
ment was when we be-
came world champions 
and I got to lift the trophy. 
It was something Brazil 
had never done before and 
experiencing something 
like that was wonderful,” 
Ronaldinho recalled.

Ronaldinho, now 37, 
has played for Brazil se-
nior side 97 times and has 
33 international goals to 
his name.

Tokyo, Sep. 23 (AFP): 
Denmark’s Viktor Axelsen 
defeated world number 
one Son Wan-Ho in the 
men’s singles semi-finals 
at the Japan Open on Sat-
urday.

Axelsen,  who beat 
two-time Olympic cham-
pion Lin Dan of  China 
to clinch the world title in 
Glasgow last month, over-
powered South Korea’s 
Son in a 21-16, 21-16 win.

He now faces Malay-
sian Lee Chong Wei who 
has won the Japan Open 
six times. Lee booked a 
spot in the final after a 21-
19, 21-8 win over China’s 
Shi Yuqi.

In the women’s singles, 
Spain’s Carolina Marin, 
Olympic gold medallist 
last year, reached the final 
as Japan’s Nozomi Oku-
hara dropped out from the 
semi-finals due to knee 
trouble. Marin faces Chi-
na’s He Bingjiao who beat 
Chen Yufei 21-14, 25-23.

O k u h a r a ,  n e w l y 
crowned women’s world 
champion, was aiming 
to reclaim the trophy on 
home soil after winning it 
in 2015.

Home fans at the To-
kyo Metropolitan Gym-
nasium expressed dis-
appointment when the 
organisers announced her 

withdrawal.
“I did my best (to re-

cover) but this morning, I 
wasn’t in the condition to 
play,” Okuhara, 22, told 
reporters, according to 
Sankei Sports.

“I was ready for a bat-
tle mentally but my body 
was telling me I couldn’t,” 
she said in tears.

Prague, Sep. 23 (PTI/
AFP): Marin Cilic, Domi-
nic Thiem and Alexander 
Zverev won their open-
ing singles to put Team 
Europe ahead of  Team 
World after day one of  
the inaugural Laver Cup 
in Prague.

Nick Kyrgios and Jack 
Sock then handed Team 
World their first point by 
beating Tomas Berdych 
and world number one 
Rafael Nadal in the day’s 
closing doubles rubber to 
round off  the score at 3-1 
for Europe.

“I’m happy the way 
the day went, we had a 
couple of  wins that were 
super close and we could 
lose,” said Roland Garros 
and US Open champion 
Nadal.

“We have a good result 
for our team. Happy to go 
to back to bed with 3-1 
and tomorrow is another 
day.”

With four matches a 
day -- three singles and a 
doubles, the players can 

earn a point for each win 
on Friday, two on Satur-
day and three on Sunday.

World number f ive 
Cilic beat 72nd-ranked 
Frances Tiafoe, a replace-
ment for the injured Ar-
gentinian Juan Martin del 
Potro, 7-6 (7/3), 7-6 (7/0) 
in the tournament opener.

The big-serving Croat 
and the 19-year-old Amer-
ican held on to their serves 
in the first set before earn-
ing a break apiece in the 
second, with Cilic show-
ing better nerves in both 
tie-breakers.

Seventh-ranked Aus-
trian Thiem then put Eu-
rope 2-0 ahead, beating 
world number 17 John Is-
ner 6-7 (15/17), 7-6 (7/2), 
10/8.

Isner offered his regu-
lar dose of  aces as both 
held on to their serves 
throughout the rubber, 
taking it to the 10-point 
super tie-break used to 
decide games tied after 
two sets.

Isner went 4-0 up in 

the super tie-break, but 
the patient Austrian came 
back to win the rubber.

In a clash of  the teams’ 
youngest players, the 20-
year- old world number 
four, Zverev, overpow-
ered 18-year-old Cana-
dian Denis Shapovalov 
7-6 (7/3), 7-6 (7/5) in 
another rubber without 
breaks.

I n  t h e  d o u b l e s , 
Berdych lost his serve 
halfway through the first 
set as off-court friends 
Kyrgios and Sock seemed 
far  more  comfor table 
on the black cour t  of  
Prague’s O2 Arena.

Berdych and Nadal re-
gained some momentum 
in the second set, but the 
Team World duo grabbed 
the super tie-break.

Skippering Team Eu-
rope, Bjorn Borg decided 
to rest world number two 
Roger Federer on Friday 
while John McEnroe de-
cided not to use his high-
est-ranked player, 16th-
ranked Sam Querrey.

Madrid, Sep. 23 (PTI/AFP): Real Madrid coach Zinedine 
Zidane will go up against his son Enzo Fernandez for the 
first time when he takes his struggling Spanish champions 
to Alaves today. Midfielder Enzo, 22, left Real’s reserve team 
in the close season in search of first-team football at Alaves, 
where he has made two La Liga appearances so far.

But with his side already seven points behind early league 
leaders Barcelona and in desperate need of points, Zinedine 
will put his job over family ties.

“I hope he (Enzo) doesn’t score, we’ve got to look after 
our interests,” said the 1998 World Cup winner.

“I don’t know if it’ll be strange to be up against him but 
I’m happy for him because he’s doing a good job.

“I haven’t thought about it much. I’ll have my own feel-
ings but the match is Alaves against Real Madrid, that’s the 
most important thing for me.”

Zidane’s 19-year-old son Luca could also make the trip as 
Real’s third-choice goalkeeper, and like Enzo, he has played 
for the French Under-19 team, while his younger brothers 
Theo (15) and Elyaz (11) also play in Real youth sides.

Former Ballon d’Or winner Zidane said that he has not 
had a hands-on approach with Enzo’s career since he left the 
Santiago Bernabeu, after giving him his Real debut in a Copa 
Del Rey match last year, in which he scored.

“Enzo is very competitive, as am I. I’m watching his de-
velopment as a player but I speak to him as a dad,” he added.

“I’m not his coach, I’m his dad and I don’t have to give 
him anything in terms of football. When we speak, it’s noth-
ing more than a father-son relationship.” Although his dad 
might not be willing him on, Alaves could do with a goal 
from Enzo on Saturday, as they sit second-bottom in the 
early table, without a point or a single goal in five matches.



Players of Power Comm (red) and Amur Falcon FC in ac on during 
their match at the ongoing Morning Champions Cup at Seikhazuo 
ground Kohima on Saturday morning. 
Morning Premier League champions Power Comm registered their 
first win against Amur Falcon FC 3-0 in the tournament.

Arjen Robben #10 of Muenchen scores the 2nd goal during the Bundesliga match between FC Bayern 
Muenchen and VfL Wolfsburg at Allianz Arena on Friday in Munich, Germany.

Bronze Medallist, Keduovilie Zumu (middle) with NWA President 
Neivikuolie Khatsu (le ) and General Secretary, Vekhozo (right).
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Wolfsburg hold Bayern in German Bundesliga

Morning Champions Cup

Leo Club inter-
school TT tourney

MGHSS lifts inter secondary and higher 
secondary school football trophy

Keduovilie Zumu wins bronze at 
indoor and martial arts games

5th Faith in Action 
Taekwondo C'ship

10-man Tottenham 
defeat West Ham 3-2

CPL: STAFAC beat Nizams

Manipur enters into exchange 
programmes with BCCI full members

MGHSS winner of the Inter Secondary and Higher Secondary School Football Tournament 2007 with 
John Makhabo, District Youth Co-ordinator NYK, Mokokchung and MDFA officials at Imkongmeren 
Sports Complex, Mokokchung on Saturday, September 23, 2017.

EM Images

Munich, Sep. 23 (IANS): 
Bayern Munich squan-
dered a two-goal lead and 
shared the spoils with 
Wolfsburg following a 2-2 
draw in their Bundesliga 
clash here. Bayern gave 
away a two-goal advantage 
after half  time as second-
half goals from Maximilian 
Arnold and Daniel Didavi 
secured the visitors a draw 
at the defending Bundes-
liga champions late on Fri-
day, reports Xinhua news 
agency. Bayern dictated the 
pace from the kick-off, yet 
defensive minded Wolfs-
burg were able to keep the 
hosts on the distance until 
the half-hour mark.

The visitors conceded 
33 minutes into the game 
though as Robert Lewan-
dowski converted a foul-
play penalty into the bot-
tom right for the opener.

Carlo Ancelotti's men 

gained momentum and 
doubled the lead nine min-
utes later when Arjen Rob-
ben's long-range shot got 
deflected unstoppable and 
made it 2-0 on the score-
boards.

After the restart, Wolfs-

burg still focused on their 
defence work nonetheless 
they were able to reduce 
the arrears out of  the blue 
as Maximilian Arnold 
overcame Bayern back up 
goalkeeper Sven Ulreich 
with a direct free kick in 

the 56th minute. Bayern's 
Arjen Robben and Franck 
Ribery worked out chances 
to extend the lead but both 
players pulled wide from 
promising positions. 

Moments later the visi-
tors punished the German 

D i m a p u r,  S e p .  2 3 
( E M N ) :  Ke d u o v i l i e 
Zumu of  Nagaland Wres-
tling Association (NWA) 
won a bronze medal at 
the 5th Indoor & Mar-
tial Arts Games 2017 at 
Ashgabat, Turkmenistan 
which was held from Sep-
tember 19 to 23.

Zumu won the bronze 
medal in the 90 kg cat-
egory of  Kazakh Kuresh 
style of  belt wrestling and 
added a medal to the Indi-
an medal tally. The NWA 
team while expressing its 
happiness over the excel-
lent victory of  Keduovilie 
Zumu further thanked 
all other wrestlers for 
good performance and 
discipline throughout the 
tournament. The NWA 
wres t lers  are  Keduo-
vilie Zumu, Surhoneyi 
Soho, Visevo Zashumo, 

Our Correspondent
Mokokchung, Sep. 23 
(EMN): Mayangnokcha 
Government Higher Sec-
ondary School (MGHSS) 
emerged as the champi-
ons of  Inter Secondary & 
Higher Secondary School 
Football Tournament 2007 
after defeating Senayangba 
Government Higher Sec-
ondary School (SGHSS) 
in the final match by one 
goal  at  Imkongmeren 
Sports Complex, Mokok-
chung on Saturday.

The  lone  goa l  fo r 
MGHSS was scored by 
Tsuktikumzuk jersey 9 
outside the T-Box in the 
62nd minute. Both the 
teams started well-organ-
ised in both attack and 
defense. Midway through 
the first half  SGHSS made 
couples of  close attempts, 
however, the agile goal-
keeper saved the day for 

MGHSS. The first half  
ended in no goals from 
both sides.

In the second half, 
MGHSS vigorously fought 
but their hopes of  scoring 
a goal were dashed by 
the opposition defenders. 
Nevertheless, MGHSS af-
ford paid off  when Tsukti-
kumzuk found an opening 
just outside the T-Box area 
in the 62nd minute and 
scored the lone goal to seal 
the match.

The winner walked 
away with a cash prize 
of  Rs. 20000/- plus tro-
phy and certificates and 
runner-up bagged a total 
of  Rs. 10000/- plus cer-
tificates.

Meanwhile, the final 
match was graced by John 
Makhabo, District Youth 
Co-ordinator Nehru Yuva 
Kendra, Mokokchung as 
the chief  guest. He ap-

pealed the young players 
to inculcate profession-
alism in one’s own life, 
saying sports have ample 
avenue for earning besides 
ensuring one’s career.

He also advised the 
players never to accept 
the definition of  life from 
others but it is their life to 
definite it themselves. The 
chief  guest also gave away 
the tournament prizes to 
the winners.

Individual prizes
Highest Goal Scorer:  
Moazulu (Mayangnokcha 
Government Higher Sec-
ondary School)
B e s t  D e f e n d e r :  L i -
dongchem (Nagaland 
Chris t ian Resident ia l 
School)
Best Goal Keeper:  Tem-
jenyuba (Children School)
Best Player: Baliba (Ma-
yangnokcha Government 
Higher Secondary School)

record champions with 
the equalizer after Daniel 
Didavi nodded home Paul 
Verhaegh's cross into the 
box with seven minutes 
remaining.

Bayern pressed franti-
cally for the winner but all 
their efforts in the closing 
period remained fruitless.

With the result, Bayern 
remain on the 2nd place for 
the moment after recording 
their first draw of the sea-
son meanwhile Wolfsburg 
climb on the 11th position.

The following fixtures 
are scheduled for Satur-
day: Leipzig host Eintracht 
Frankfurt, Hoffenheim en-
counter Schalke, Werder 
Bremen see Freiburg, 
Mainz face Hertha Berlin, 
newly promoted Stuttgart 
take on Augsburg and front-
runners Borussia Dort-
mund clash with Borussia 
Monchengladbach.

Vechita Khesoh, Menu-
osetuo Yiese and Venuzo 
Dawhuo  whi l e  NWA 
P r e s i d e n t  N e iv i k u o -
lie Khatsu and General 
Secretary Vekhozo were 

part of  the Indian Belt 
Wrestling contingent as 
officials.

The team is expected 
to reach Nagaland on 
September 27.

London, Sep. 23 (IANS): 
A 10-man Tottenham 
Hotspurs beat West Ham 
3-2 in the English Pre-
mier League (EPL)'s sixth 
round at the London Sta-
dium on Saturday.

Harry Kane opened 
the scoring for Totten-
ham after 34 minutes and 
struck again just four min-
utes later, reports Efe.

Attacking midfielder 
Christian Eriksen netted 
the third goal in the 60th 
minute of  the match.

Mexican striker Javier 
Hernandez scored the first 
goal for West Ham just 
one minute later.

Tottenham defender 
Serge Aurier was sent off  
in the 70th minute after 

being shown a second yel-
low card.

Cheikhou Kouyate 
scored the second goal 
for West Ham three min-
utes before the end of  the 
game, but his side failed to 
equalise.

After this away win, 
Tottenham provisionally 
hold third position with 
11 points, two points be-
hind both the EPL lead-
ers Manchester City and 
second-placed Manchester 
United, who are set to 
face Crystal Palace and 
Southampton respectively 
later on Saturday. West 
Ham are in the 17th posi-
tion with four points after 
suffering the fourth defeat 
this season.

Kolkata, Sep. 23 (IANS): 
The Manipur Cricket Asso-
ciation (MCA) on Saturday 
approached the Cricket 
Association of  Bengal 
(CAB) for an exchange pro-
gramme consisting of  three 
limited overs games and 
two T20 matches. It also 
approached The National 
Cricket Club for training of  
coaches and umpires.

"Yes, CAB has agreed 
to such proposal from 
MCA. We would play the 
matches in Bengal in Oc-
tober/November. As a full 
member, it is our moral 
duty to support growth of  
the game in other neigh-
bouring states. Such games 
would be played between 
MCA XI and CAB XI", 
said Avishek Dalmiya, 
joint secretary, CAB.

"I am hopeful that oth-
er existing full member 
states would also come up 

with similar programmes 
as they are all keen that 
cricket should be spread to 
every nook and corner of  
the country", he added.

The Bengal side would 
however not comprise of  
their players as they would 
be engaged in BCCI tour-
naments then. 

In the meantime, in 
order to train their umpires, 
MCA had also got the nod 
from The National Cricket 
Club, another full member 
of  The Board of  Control 
for Cricket in India to hold 
workshops and seminars in 
Manipur.

"We have accepted 
their request and shall send 
required professionals/
visiting faculty to conduct 
the classes and training 
sessions there. We would 
focus on training the um-
pires as well as coaching 
the coaches programmes 

as part of  our exchange 
programme", said Niraj 
Kajaria, Secretary, NCC.

NCC, in the past have 
conducted similar pro-
grammes with the Megha-
laya Cricket Association 
and with the Cricket As-
sociation of  Mizoram too. 

The exchange pro-
gramme between the NCC 
and the Meghalaya Cricket 
Association included play-
ing limited overs and T20 
matches apart from coach-
ing the coaches and other 
fitness programmes. The 
above arrangements are 
in sync with the decision 
of  the New Area Develop-
ment Programme where 
it had been decided that 
there would be exchange 
programmes between full 
members of  the BCCI and 
North Eastern States in or-
der to promote and develop 
cricket in such areas.

Dimapur, Sep. 23 (EMN): 
A brace from Ravi helped 
STAFAC Patkai beat a 
wasteful Nizams FC in 
the ongoing Case Premier 
League on Saturday at 
the DGP Ground, Police 
Complex, Chumukedima 
to top the league table.

Ravi opened the scor-
ing for  STAFAC four 
minutes after the restart 
following a defensive er-
ror but two minutes later, 
Nizams were level with 
Thanring scoring low into 
the net after a free kick 
found him unmarked at 
the edge of  the 18-yard 

box.
Nizams though were 

guilty of  having missed 
a penalty and an open 
goal and it cost them the 
match as Ravi headed in 
from a corner in the 69th 
minute to help STAFAC 
to top the table with 4 
points. Nizams remain on 
3 points.

In the early kick-off  on 
Saturday at the 1st NAP 
Ground, G-Sporting Club 
held defending champions 
Trinity Sporting to a 1-1 
draw.

Trini ty  s tar ted of f  
strongly and scored in 

just the 3rd minute when 
Rijo’s ball from out wide 
was headed in by Imti-
yanger. But G-Sporting 
Club pressed on and found 
the equaliser under for-
tunate circumstances in 
the 24th minute when the 
referee awarded a penalty 
for a handball around the 
edge of  the box. 

Lanu stepped up and 
eased the ball into the back 
of  the net.

The draw meant Trin-
ity are on two points from 
two games while G-Sport-
ing earned their first point 
of  the league.

Dimapur, Sep. 23 (EMN): 
The Faith in Action Tae-
kwondo Academy will 
organise its 5th Faith in 
Action Taekwondo Cham-
pionship 2017 at Dimapur 
Gover nment  Col lege, 
Dimapur with the theme 
“Taekwondo for All” on 
October 6 and 7 stated a 
press note.

About 300 boys and 
girls from renowned schools 
and academies from Naga-
land will compete for 2 days 
in different belt and weight 
categories in Individual 
Khyrogi, Individual Poom-
sae, Pair Poomsae, Group 
Poomsae and Best of  the 
Best Fighters competition 
besides regular events. 

This year the Academy 
is introducing a new team 
event, Team Demonstra-
tion Competition in the 
Championship.

The winners of  this 
championship wil l  be 
selected to represent the 
country in the International 
Taekwondo Championship 
to be held in New Delhi, in 
December 2017.

Therefore, all the Acad-
emies and Schools’ instruc-
tors are asked to submit 
their players list with entry 
forms before October 3 to 
the organiser in the Faith 
in Action Headquarter, 
Immanuel Hall Y. Zhimo 
Colony, Signal Basti, Di-
mapur.

D i m a p u r,  S e p.  2 3 
(EMN): The 30th Leo 
Club inter-school Ta-
ble Tennis tournament, 
organised by Leo Club 
o f  D i m a p u r  c o m -
menced on Saturday at 
Lion's club, Dimapur 
with Anil Ji Tongya as 
the chief  guest, stated 
a press note. 
A total of  82 boys and 
46 girls are par tici-
pating for the singles 
and doubles title this 
year. The tournament 
was inaugurated by 

the chief  guest Anil Ji 
Tongya.

The finals of  the 
tournament  will be 
played on Sunday and 
results  of  the inter 
school slogan contest 
and other schools dis-
ciplinary awards will 
also b declared on the 
closing ceremony from 
5pm onwards.

The  chie f  gues t 
also inaugurated the 
annual bulletin 'The 
Naga Leo' during the 
programme.


