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        BRICS must end terrorism’s 
‘support systems in South Asia’, 

says Sushma  | P8
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Sonia urges Modi to get 
Women’s Bill passed in LS

Org. sees bias in NPSC’s interview results 

Finance dept. issues final 
clarification to NPRAAF

NPF tussle: Rivals claim general convention as 'unconstitutional'

NGBF against Aadhaar linking

Hearing on 
NPF whip issue

ACAUT questions 
silence of NSCN(K)

Family of three 
assaulted at 
Chumukedima 

EastErn Mirror

New Delhi, Sep. 21 (PTI): Con-
gress president Sonia Gandhi has 
written to Prime Minister Naren-
dra Modi, urging him to get the 
women’s reservation bill passed in 
the Lok Sabha by taking advantage 
of  the BJP’s majority in the House.

Gandhi assured him of her 
party’s support to the legislation, 
which she said would be a signifi-
cant step forward in the empower-
ment of  women.

The Rajya Sabha had passed 
the bill on March 9, 2010.

“I am writing to request you to 
take advantage of  your majority 
in the Lok Sabha to now get the 
women’s reservation bill passed in 
the Lower House as well,” Gandhi 
said in the letter, dated September 
20. Speaking to reporters here, 
Congress women’s wing chief  Su-
shmita Dev questioned the alleged 

delay by the government in ensur-
ing the passage of  the bill in the 
Lok Sabha. The ruling BJP should 
show that its commitment towards 
the legislation is not mere “sym-
bolism”, she said.

She asked Modi to assure the 
country’s women that the reserva-
tions would be implemented be-
fore 2019, when the next general 
elections will be held.

In her letter, Gandhi recalled 
that the Congress and its late lead-
er Rajiv Gandhi had first mooted 
the provision for quotas for women 
in panchayats and municipal bod-
ies through Constitution amend-
ment bills.

Gandhi said the bills were 
“thwarted” by the opposition in 
1989, but were passed by both the 
Houses of  Parliament in 1993.

Dev, who read the letter out to 

reporters at the briefing, said, “The 
question we ask Modiji after three 
years of  the BJP coming to power) 
is...why the delay?” 

The lawmaker said given the 
work that will follow once a deci-
sion is taken to pass the bill in the 
Lok Sabha and the time that it will 
take, the government will have to 
get going with the business “right 
now”.

To a question by a reporter on 
why the main opposition party did 
not take the matter up with the 
government after the BJP came 
into power, Dev said the issue was 
flagged on several occasions in-
cluding during debates on the floor 
of  the House.

She recalled that Vice President 
M Venkaiah Naidu, as the Parlia-
mentary Affairs minister, had said 
the government had received sev-

eral letters from public representa-
tives and NGOs pressing for pass-
ing the bill.

Naidu, Dev said, had also stat-
ed that the government was “dis-
cussing and seriously thinking” 
about the bill.

“Once a Parliamentary Affairs 
minister makes that statement on 
the floor of  the Lok Sabha and if  
Sonia Gandhiji gives him time of  
six months or a year to implement 
that, I will say it was her faith in the 
government’s motive. But this did 
not happen,” she said.

Another Congress leader, 
Shobha Oza, seconded Dev and 
said the party had collected “la-
khs of  signatures” from across 
the country and those would be 
submitted to President Ram Nath 
Kovind while pressing for the de-
mand.

Dimapur, Sep. 21 (EMN): 
A Lotha organization has 
cast doubts upon what it 
called the “interview proc-
ess” of  the Nagaland Pub-
lic Service Commission 
(NPSC) and has expressed 
concern at the possibility 
of  bias in selecting candi-
dates.   

The Lotha Mhonka 
Okho (Lotha for ‘welfare 
society’) issued a press re-
lease listing out a number 
of  instances to support 
their charge. The group re-
ferred to the NCS, NPS& 
Allied services examina-
tions for 2015, and the 
marks for the main ex-
aminations and interview 
which, the group stated, 
‘revealed some interesting 
facts.’ 

“Out of  the six can-
didates who scored 400 
marks and above in mains 
examination, there was 
one Lotha candidate. Inter-
estingly everyone secured 
class-1 position (all EAC) 
after the interview, expect 
(sic) the Lotha candidate 
(Table-1),” the press release 
stated.

“Again out of  the nine 
candidates who scored be-
tween 390-399 marks in 
mains examination, there 
were three Lotha candi-
dates. More interestingly, 
everyone secured class-1 
position (2 EAC and 4 
dy.SP) after the interview, 
except the 3 Lotha candi-
dates. (Table-2)

That means, the press 

Dimapur, Sep. 21 (EMN): 
The Finance Department 
on Thursday made a coun-
ter rejoinder to the earlier 
allegations of  the Naga-
land Public Rights Aware-
ness and Action Forum on 
the release  of  funds under 
the Planning and Coordi-
nation department, par-
ticularly the funds under 
Article 275 (1) of  the Con-
stitution.

The department stated 
that the process of  issue 
of  drawal authorities is for 
the sole purpose of  placing 
the funds at the disposal of  
the concerned department 
for implementation of  the 
programme. Therefore it is 
not deemed necessary for 
them to capture all details 
of  the schemes in long as it 
is understood from which 
source the fund is allocat-

ed. Detailed information 
of  the funds can be ascer-
tained from the depart-
ment concerned. 

It also added that the 
"details of  the works" are 
always furnished by the 
department at the time 
of  submitting bills to the 
Treasury and AG’s office 
for payments.

The finance depart-
ment also stated that it 
released the funds based 
on sanctions from the con-
cerned ministry cannot be 
held responsible for anom-
alies if  any.

"The department 
stands by its earlier clarifi-
cation that releases of  the 
funds were based on sanc-
tions from the concerned 
Ministry, copies of  which 
are available in the depart-
ment and interested par-

ties can obtain the same, 
if  so required, through laid 
down procedures of  the 
Government. 

Finance Department 
cannot be held at fault for 
not providing non-existent 
facts for the satisfaction 
of  those who have mis-
conceptions, nor revise or 
customize established pro-
cedures for the satisfaction 
of  NGOs," it stated.

The department stated 
that the clarifications were 
being "made again  to dis-
pel all doubts to the extent 
possible and in deference 
to the concerns raised" and 
so that the "issue of  double 
drawal" will be put to rest. 

It further added that 
the Finance Department 
will not be issuing "further 
clarifications" in this mat-
ter in the public domain.

Our Correspondent
Kohima, Sep. 21 (EMN): Dr. 
Shürhozelie Liezietsu-led Naga 
People’s Front (NPF) Cen-
tral office has today outrightly 
dismissed the general conven-
tion organised by its rival NPF 
group led by Lok Sabha MP 
Neiphiu Rio and the claims 
made by the latter as unconsti-
tutional and invalid.

On the reports that Rio’s 
party claimed of  having around 
42,000 supporters attending the 
general convention and 32,871 
party workers endorsed for 
removal of  Liezietsu as party 
president, NPF secretary gen-
eral and Rajya Sabha MP KG 
Kenye told reporters today that 
what matters is not a matter of  
attendance. 

“When it is to do with a 
claim, a dispute or a legal bat-
tle then technicalities are in-
volved…. How many of  these 
32,000 odd attendees will be 
having their names registered 
as active members in the regis-
ter that is submitted to the ECI? 
Or in the master register that we 
have here? It makes no sense. 
Just simple majority or a large 
number does not make some-
thing right. There are other 
grounds where we will have to 
see what is valid and bonafide 
and what is not,” Kenye said. 
He also ridiculed Rio’s party of  
having quoted a telephone di-
rectory printed by the party as 
the document supporting their 
claim of  CEC members.

When asked if  the party 
could produce white paper on 
the threat made by Liezietsu 
about present chief  minister 
TR Zeliang and Rio siphoning 
off  over Rs.2000 crore public 
fund, Kenye said Liezietsu will 
not just make such a claim un-
less he had some documentary 
proof. But he refused to com-
ment further on the matter.

Meanwhile, categorically 
stating that the allegations 
made by the rival group were 
unfounded, baseless and wrong 
accusations, Kenye clarified 
the constitutional provisions 
that backed his contention. On 
the allegation that there was no 
provision for impeachment of  
the party president in the party 
constitution, Kenye stated that 
the provisions for the discipli-
nary action committee (DAC) 
under Article XIV directly ap-
ply to all the party functionar-
ies including the president him-
self. 

“The provisions in the con-
stitution clearly mention that 
any functionary/party worker 
who goes against the principles 
and the programs of  the party is 
liable to fall under the scanner 
of  the anti-party disciplinary 
rules. That covers everything 
and there is no exception. No 
specific mention can be made 
for each position of  a func-
tionary but it covers the entire 
organisation starting with the 
president himself  right down to 
an active or primary member, 

cutting across the boundary lev-
els of  the three states,” Kenye 
said. To drive home his point, 
he cited the instance where the 
party had to impeach its own 
president in October 2002 due 
to similar events where some 
partymen did not agree to the 
party’s majority decision to 
change the nomenclature from 
Naga People’ Council to Naga-
land People’s Front.

On what he termed ‘one 
outstanding accusation’ against 
the party president Liezietsu 
having exercised extra consti-
tutional powers, Kenye felt that 
there was confusion that the 
president has manipulated the 
election board, which comes 
under Article IV point No.5. 
He clarified that the president’s 
powers and functions were 
clearly mentioned in Article V 
of  the party constitution within 
11 points.  He stated that none 
of  the points were changed in 
the latest (eighth) amendment 
of  the constitution (2016) ex-
cept for the addition of  one 
point, which empowers the 
president to nominate the elec-
tion board for state units and 
for divisional, area, village/
town and ward units. Kenye 
said the rival group seemed to 
be confused with the last point 
of  being involved with the cen-
tral election board, which he 
pointed out, remains as it was 
and that it fell under a different 
article and was never touched 
from the first constitution upto 

the eighth amendment. The ad-
ditional power pertains to all 
the subordinate offices below 
the central office, he added.

On the charge levelled at 
the central office under Liezi-
etsu of  changing party con-
stitution at ‘their whims and 
fancies’, the MP explained the 
procedures involved to amend 
the constitution and asserted 
that a constitution amend-
ment committee is set up and 
it does not bypass the CEC or 
any other important organs of  
the party. With regard to the 
eighth amendment of  the party 
constitution, he informed that 
after the amendment was draft-
ed and printed, the first copy 
was sent to the ECI on 18 May 
2016, following which more 
copies were printed out and 
distributed on 9 February 2017.

The MP asserted that the 
party constitution was ‘not just 
written for show’, but that eve-
rything is laid down in it for the 
party functionaries to follow. 
So also, he added, the ECI does 
not just keep the constitutions 
of  parties in cold storage but as 
the guardian of  all the political 
parties, it sees to it that par-
ties strictly adhere to the rules, 
norms and procedures written 
in their respective constitu-
tions.

What the rival group need-
ed, he opined, was to read and 
understand the constitution 
properly.

In the party’s constitution, 

he pointed out that the legisla-
ture wing consisting of  48 NPF 
MLAs, has a very limited role 
to play in the party organisa-
tion. According to him, the par-
ty organisation is a completely 
different entity wherein the leg-
islature wing was just another 
component whose primary role 
was confined to the state assem-
bly and if  the party is in power, 
their role in the government. 
As far as the legislature wing’s 
connection with the party or-
ganisation is that, one-third of  
the total number of  legislators 
are CEC members on rotation 
for 12 months, he said, so 16 
out of  48 are CEC members 
including the legislature party 
leader and the chief  whip are 
permanent members through-
out their tenure. He pointed 
out that in the present case, 11 
out of  the 14 are with Liezietsu 
and the other 3 have been ex-
pelled. Therefore, he stated that 
the CEC members claimed by 
Rio’s party when they signed 
their CEC petition to the ECI 
was invalid. 

Also, he said, as far as pow-
ers are concerned, the legis-
lature wing’s is equated with 
that of  youth/women/farmers 
wing and under no circum-
stances can they supersede 
and dominate or overshadow 
the powers of  the central of-
fice. “They are not authorised 
or empowered to even appoint 
or impeach even a village level 
functionary… So technically 

and constitutionally, they are 
not the competent authority to 
have a say on the impeachment 
or the appointment of, least of  
all, the president of  the central 
office. It is completely out of  
question,” Kenye stated.

Therefore, he said, it does 
not qualify the elected interim 
president to re-designate him-
self  again as president or to call 
a CEC meeting or to convene a 
general convention, and all the 
powers Rio and his group have 
exercised are not from the con-
stitution of  the party and are 
technically invalid.

On the party whip issue, 
Kenye claimed that under no 
circumstance can the legisla-
ture party elect the party whip 
because the chief  whip is an ap-
pointed post which can only be 
done by the party.

Legislators can elect their 
legislative party leader but 
not the chief  whip, he stated, 
and further alleged that NLA 
speaker has broken all assem-
bly rules of  business by accept-
ing TR Zeliang as the NPF 
whip without even rejecting the 
appointment of  Kiyanielie Pe-
seyie who was the party whip 
since November 2014. 

He also reminded that Rio 
and the 36 rebel legislators were 
signatories in electing Liezietsu 
as the party president for the 
tenure 2015-20 during the NPF 
general convention in Novem-
ber 2014, records of  which are 
lying with the ECI.

Dimapur, Sep. 21 (EMN): The Nagaland GB Federation has on Thursday stated 
that making Aadhaar mandatory of all official works especially with Below Poverty 
Line(BPL) cards to be inappropriate and a 'hasty decision' and also cited Article 371 (A) 
to stop the law that imposes Aadhaar in the state if  it's found not to be beneficial.

"Nagaland GB Federation strongly feels making Aadhaar mandatory in every of-
ficial work is inappropriate and hasty a decision.  Under Article 371 (A) we have a better 
position to deny any law or imposed which we envision as unbeneficial for the Nagas," 
stated the press release from the federation.

The NGBF stated its dismay over the linking of Aadhaar and BPL cards at short no-
tice resulting in panic among the rural folks who were made to run around for Aadhaar 
when the other documents required for enrolment was a tedious process. 

It also stated that the people living in the rural areas " still don’t know what Aadhaar 
is", and is wary of being made to enrol and therefore appealed to the government not 
to enforce Aadhaar with BPL cards. " We, the NGBF would therefore like to appeal 
to the Govt. not to enforce the Aadhaar and BPL cards to be linked as it would lead to 
the majority of the BPL card holders being denied of their benefits.  And if  it becomes 
absolutely necessary, we appeal to the Govt. to extend the time period wherein we can 
reach out to as many beneficiaries as possible," it added. 

Our Correspondent
Kohima, Sep. 21 (EMN): The hearing on 
the writ petition on Naga People’s Front 
(NPF) whip issue filed by the party presi-
dent and MLA Dr. Shürhozelie Liezietsu 
in the Gauhati High Court Kohima Bench 
against Nagaland Legislative Assembly 
(NLA) speaker Dr. Imtiwapang Aier and 
37 others has been deferred to October 12.

Sources said nine new respondents 
were impleaded in the matter on Thurs-
day and the counsel for the respondents 
have sought for three weeks’ time to file 
their affidavits and the court stated to have 
granted the time. Consequently, the inter-
locutory application (IA) filed by NLA 
speaker objecting the maintainability of  
Liezietsu’s petition, though listed to be 
heard today, was also said to have been 
postponed.

The matter will be listed and heard on 
October 12 with an endeavour to dispose 
off the case, a source informed.

Dimapur, Sep. 21 (EMN): ACAUT Na-
galand on Thursday questioned the silence 
of the NSCN (K) over the alleged involve-
ment of its member(s) in the “attempt on 
the life” of businessman, L Doulo.

A press statement from the anti-cor-
ruption body on Thursday demanded the 
NSCN (K) to clarify its position to the 
people of Nagaland. “It is extremely un-
fortunate that so far, the NSCN (K) lead-
ership hasn’t condemned the attempt to 
murder upon the life of L Doulo, nor have 
they condemned any of the bombings or 
throwing of grenades in and around Di-
mapur in the last 4 years.  “The NSCN-K 
is advised that their silence can be seen as 
condoning such actions of terror on inno-
cent civilians especially given the sensitive 
and volatile atmosphere prevailing in Na-
galand. Meanwhile the police are request-
ed to leave no stone in the investigation of  
this case and swiftly bring the culprits to 
book,” the press release read.  

Staff Reporter 
Dimapur, Sep.21 (EMN):  A 
family of three including a mi-
nor was injured when a group 
of around four to five persons 
assaulted the family on Thurs-
day. The incident took place 
around 8:00 PM on Sep. 21, 
2017 at Chumukedima second 
gate, daily bazaar junction of  
NH 29.

As per the police, the fam-
ily was returning to Dimapur 
from a family dinner at Chu-
mukedima when their vehicle 
was interrupted by the group 
at the ‘second gate’ junction. 
The police said that the group 
of around four to five people 
came in an auto rickshaw and 
a motor-cycle.

Prior to the incident, it was 
reported that the father had 
reportedly rebuked the group, 
who as per the victim's account 
to Police were found smoking, 
alleged to be ganja at the Se-
rouza autorickshaw stand. The 
assault occurred consequently 
as the family were on their way 
to Dimapur.  

The police said the assail-
ants manhandled the father 
and in the scuffle his son was 
also injured. The assailants 
fled the scene after a passer-by 
raised alarm, following which 
nearby residents arrived at the 
scene. The police informed 
that the driver of the auto rick-
shaw was apprehended by the 
locals and the search was on to 
find the rest.  

Nobody made a greater 
mistake than he who did 

nothing because he could 
do only a little. 

Edmund Burke

Rhythm of Love: In conversation 
with Renbithung Ngullie | P10

Mirror Takes

Why did you install the cctv 
in my room? I'm not worried 

about what people will see... we 
could have used the money for 

ourselves pagala. 

~ Arien

Kuldeep gets hat-trick as India beat 
Australia in second ODI  |  P12

CANDIDATES WHO SCORED PROVE 400 MARKS (MAINS) IN NCS, NPS, 
NSS& ALLIED SERVICES EXAMINATION 2015 CONDUCTED BY NPSC

(Table-1)

ROLL 
NO

NAME MAINS 
MARKS

INTERVIEW 
MARKS

TOTAL POSITION GAZETTED

15512 AVONUO KIRE 426.33 74 500.33 EAC CLASS-1
15110 SYIEKHRIETUO SOLO 410 74 484 EAC CLASS-1
15263 YATHACHU THUR 400 61.40 461.40 EAC CLASS-1
15410 YAPANGMENLA JAMIR 422.33 42 464.33 EAC CLASS-1
15491 DZIESENGUNUO MERE 423 71.60 494.60 EAC CLASS-1
15541 EKONTHUNG EZUNG 404 32.20 436.20

CANDIDATES WHO SCORED BETWEEN 390-399 MARKS (MAINS) IN NCS, 
NPS, NSS& ALLIED SERVICES EXAMINATION 2015 CONDUCTED BY NPSC

(Table-2)

ROLL 
NO

NAME MAINS 
MARKS

INTERVIEW 
MARKS

TOTAL POSITION GAZETTED

15170 LIMAKUMLA PONGENER 391.67 74 465.67 EAC CLASS-1
15247 MHACHEN N KIKON 396 42.40 438.40
15367 JANBENTHUNG ODYUO 397.33 34.80 432.13
15394 NOKINKETBA LONGKUMER 398.33 46 444.33 DY.SP CLASS-1
15406 KELENGUNUO SOLO 394.67 65.80 460.47 EAC CLASS-1
15462 NINOTI I ZHIMOMI 399 56 455 DY.SP CLASS-1
15591 KEVIZASINUO LUCY YHOME 397 49.80 446.80 DY.SP CLASS-1
15647 ALOVIKA SWU 399 44 443 DY.SP CLASS-1
15661 EZAO L EZUNG 392.67 37.60 430.27 SA CLASS-3

release stated, out of  the 
15 candidates who scored 
390 marks and above in the 
mains, four were Lothas. 
“Every candidate managed 
to secure class-1 post after 
the interview except the 4 
Lothas who, according to 
their marks, made out for 
class-3 post. It is notewor-
thy to mention that out of  
the four Lotha candidates 
who scored above 390 
marks and above in the 
2015 mains examination, 
three Lotha candidates 
bearing Roll No. 15541, 
15247, 15367 were already 
in class-3 service.”

The organization de-
clared it to be “strange” 

that “only the Lotha can-
didates fared very badly” 
in the interview that they 
managed to score very 
less marks which qualified 
them for class-3 post only.

“Instead of  giving ir-
relevant justifications, it is 
time the NPSC accept that 
there is favouritism and 
biasness in the interview 
process and mend their 
conduct instead of  stop-
ping so low and exposing 
their weakness,” the press 
release stated.

Further, the organiza-
tion remarked that ‘we 
cannot help but to con-
clude the ‘ism card being 
played by the NPSC.’

The organization has 
assured that it will be mon-
itoring the performance of  
the candidates in the future 
“by filing RTI and all the 
means available and ac-
tions if  necessary.” It has 
asked the highest govern-
ment recruiting agency in 
the state to “mend their 
conduct so that they re-
main safe from unneces-
sary embarrassment like 
the present one.”

The group has also en-
dorsed what it stated was 
the ‘demands’ and ‘sugges-
tions’ made by PSAN to 
the NPSC and the govern-
ment as was published in 
local dailies on Sep. 9.



Peace Channel Peren observes 
International Day of Peace 

2 State
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The Peace Club members along with the teacher animators and coordinators of Peace Channel at Town Hall, Peren on Thursday, Sep. 21.

Resource persons and others along with the participating students.

Resource persons along with ATMA functionaries pose for the lens after the programme.

More orgs condemn Sep. 18 incident

AR nabs one cadre; recovers 
arms and ammunition

DPC flays Tripura TV scribe’s murder

Adolescent and health 
awareness camp held at Tamlu

St. Paul Parish Pungro mourns

ATMA functionaries trained in fish farming practices

Weather forecast in other Districts 
Max Min DP rh rf

WoKha 23.6 18.4 18.4 78 8.2

ZBt 21.6 15.4 - 91 12

Mon 29 22.4 21.3 88 NIL

tuensanG 20 17 16.3 89 14.1

MKG 27.2 22.2 22.4 81 4.2

KiPhire 27.6 19.8 18.3 77 2

sechÜ ZuBZa 26 19.5 21.6 82 12.4

LonGLenG 19.4 17 17.4 91 20

tseMinYu 25 21 21.3 91 8.2

JaLuKie 29 14 25.6 92 NIL
ManGKoLeMBa 28 23.8 23.7 81 25.2

*Dew Point (DP) *Relative Humidity (RH) * Rainfall (RF)

Source: Department of Soil & Water Conservation, Nagaland 

Dimapur, Sep. 21 (EMN): The 
Peace Channel Peren chapter ob-
served the International Day of  
Peace on Sep. 21 on the theme, 
“Together for Peace: Respect, 
safety and dignity for all,” at Town 
Hall Peren town, which also marks 
the 11th Foundation Day of  Peace 
Channel.

Associate Coordinator (Peren) 
of  Peace Channel, Haipeurangbe 
Moses, gave a presentation on 
Peace Channel’s vision, mission 
and activities. 

In his power presentation he 
noted that Peace Channel is an 

emerging secular youth peace 
movement of  the third millennium 
aiming at the transformation of  the 
individuals as peace lovers, peace 
makers and peace promoters. He 
also screened multimedia presenta-
tion on Peace Channel.

Coordinator of  the Peren chap-
ter, P David Ndang, spoke on 
the significance of  the day and 
emphasised on the theme of  the 
programme. Citing United Na-
tion Secretary-General Antonio 
Guterres, he said “we must resist 
cynical efforts to divide commu-
nities and the idea of  portraying 

someone who looks different as 
the other.” 

He also shared about the im-
portance of  showing support for 
refugees and migrants, basing 
on the screened animated video 
launched by United Nations De-
partment of  Public Information 
of  Yusra Mardini and Ishak who 
were refugees to other countries, 
he stressed on the importance of  
acceptance. “Opening our hearts, 
joining hands and reaching out 
to refugees and migrants, we can 
move closer to attaining peace, 
prosperity and protection for all,” 

he added.
Teacher animator ASHSS 

George said the movement had its 
inception in Jalukie, Peren district 
and urged the students to make 
the district a model for promoting 
peace. 

Special numbers from Peace 
club members of  All Saints Higher 
Secondary School and Baptist 
Higher Secondary School. The 
programme also included peace 
celebration which is the hallmark 
of  the movement.  The programme 
was attended by four Peace club 
established schools in Peren town. 

Free ambulance for pregnant women
State Health Society, National Health Mission, 
Department of Health & Family Welfare, will be 
providing free referral transport (ambulance) service 
to pregnant women for institutional delivery in any 
public health facilities. Beneficiaries can dial toll free 
no. 102 and avail the services.

Mobile planetarium show
Uzho Cultural Society will be organising a programme 
on ‘popularisation of astronomy through mobile 
planetarium’ on Sep. 25 and 26th at Multi Purpose Hall, 
Ruzhukhrie Govt. Higher Secondary School, Kohima. 
Deputy Commissioner, Kohima, Rajesh Soundararajan, 
will grace the event as the chief guest. The event is 
being catalysed and supported by National Council 
of Science & Technology Communication DST, New 
Delhi. Interested schools and students may contact 
9089572259/943607708 for booking the show on or 
before September 24.

JFIS to observe parents day
Children of Jo Foundation Inclusive School (JFIS) will 
be observing parents day on Sep. 22, 9 a.m. at the 
school premises, Agri colony, Kohima. Director of 
Social Welfare, T Merang Ao will grace the event as 
chief guest.

ETPO convenes general meeting
The Emlo-To Public Organisation (ETPO) has convened 
a general meeting on Sep. 23, 4 p.m. at its banker 
Lahoto Aye’s residence Dimapur. All the members and 
Emlo-To public are requested to attend the meeting

KSUD presidential meeting
The Khiamniungan Students’ Union Dimapur (KSUD) 
has convened a presidential meeting on Sep. 22, 1 
p.m. at union treasurer residence. All office bearers, 
advisor and executive members have been requested 
to attend the meeting positively.

SNUNS convenes emergency meet
The SNUNS has convened an emergency meeting on 
Sep. 23, 11 a.m. at the conference hall of the People 
in Need Foundation, to discuss about the relief 
contribution and other issues. All the members have 
been asked to attend the meeting. 

KYSUD general meeting
Kuki Youth and Students Union Dimapur (KYSUD) has 
convened a general meeting on Sep. 23, 1 p.m. at 
KCC compound. The union  vice chairman infromed 
that attendance  of all the members is compulsory. 
For any infromation one may contact 8730855892 or 
7085286212.

News IN BrIef

Dimapur, Sep. 21 (EMN): The Dimapur 
Press Club (DPC) has expressed shock at 
the brutal murder of young television scribe 
in Tripura, Shantanu Bhowmik, who was 
associated with a local news channel “Din 
Raat”. 

A condolence message stated DPC pres-
ident, Moa Longkumer and general secre-
tary, Henlly Phom, stated that the young 
scribe was murdered when he went to cover 
a clash between two parties namely Indig-
enous People’s Front of Tripura (IPFT) and 
Communist Party of India (Marxist)’s tribal 
wing Tripura Rajaer Upajati Ganamukti 
Parishad (TRUGP) at Mandai in west 
Tripura on September 20.

The DPC condemned such acts of bru-
tality perpetrated on a person who was on 
his duty, covering an event.

“Attack on journalists in the country has 

increased in the recent days, but no steps 
have been taken by the governments across 
the country to protect the members of the 
fourth estate. Of  late, Northeast has also 
witnessed a spurt of  violence on the jour-
nalist community, resulting in the death of  
several of our comrades,” DPC stated. 

The DPC expressed solidarity with the 
journalist community in Tripura and urged 
the Manik Sarkar government to see that ex-
emplary punishment are awarded to those 
involved in the killing of the TV journalist.

Those four arrested by the police in this 
case should not be allowed to go scot free, 
the message added.

At this hour of  grief, the DPC also 
conveyed heartfelt condolences to the mem-
bers of  the bereaved family and pray that 
Almighty God grant solace and comfort to 
bear the loss.

Dimapur, Sep. 21 (EMN): 
Basing on specific informa-
tion regarding presence of  
an NSCN (K) cadre, 32 As-
sam Rifles alongwith police 
representatives launched an 
operation at Super Market, 
Dimapur on Sep. 19.

According to 32 Assam 
Rifles, during the search, 
the team apprehended one 
cadre identified as ‘SS Ser-
geant Major’ of NSCN (K), 
Phukito Muru of Ghokhuvi 
village under Zunheboto 
district, currently residing 
at Chekiye village, 3rd Mile, 
Dimapur.

Seven blank extortion 

letters, one written extortion 
note and one Maruti Alto 
(bearing No AS02B-4563) 
were recovered from the pos-
session of the cadre. 

The apprehended cadre 
along with recovered items 
were handed over to East 
Police Station, Dimapur for 
further investigation.

Meanwhile, the 36 As-
sam Rifles along with police 
representatives launched an 
operation in general area 
East Police Colony near 
New Police Church, Di-
mapur on Sep. 20, basing on 
information regarding the 
presence of arm peddler. 

According to 36 AR, dur-
ing the operation, the team 
recovered one 9 mm carbine 
with magazine, one pistol 
magazine, 37 live rounds 
of  assorted ammunition, 
three extortion letter pads 
of  Federal Government of  
Nagaland (FGN), two extor-
tion slips of FGN and other 
incriminating documents  
from the house of Late ‘SS 
Lieut. Col.’ Nitovi Sumi of  
FGN group.

The recovered arms, am-
munition and other seized 
items were handed over to 
East Police Station, Dimapur 
for further investigation.

Dimapur, Sep. 21 (EMN): 
Tamlu Sub-Division Admin-
istration, Mobile Medical 
Unit (MMU), and Com-
munity Educational Centre 
Society (CECS) jointly or-
ganised an adolescent and 
health awareness camp on 
Sep. 20 at Christian School 
Tamlu.

Extra Assistant Com-
missioner, Tamlu Nukshi-
matong, who graced the 

programme, enlightened the 
students about the impor-
tance of health and hygiene 
in daily life. 

Dr. Bendangkokba Alin-
ger spoke on adolescent and 
health, while coordinator 
MMU, S Limawapang, 
elucidated on depression 
among the youth in today’s 
society and its evil effects. 

Head Master of  Chris-
tian School, Shaophen Phom 

chaired the programme, was 
the moderator for the camp. 

More than 250 students 
from Government High 
School and Christian School 
of  Tamlu town attended 
the programme and availed 
facilities provided.

It was informed that this 
was the first of  its kind or-
ganised for the welfare of  
the students’ community in 
Tamlu sub-division. 

Dimapur, Sep. 21 (EMN): 
State Agricultural Man-
agement and Extension 
Training Institute (SA-
METI) organised three 
day training programme 
on fish farming practices 
in Nagaland for ATMA 
functionaries at SAMETI, 
Medziphema from Sep. 19 
to 21st. 

The programme fo-
cussed on imparting tech-
nical knowledge and skills 
to the participants through 
theoretical and practical 
sessions. 

Resource persons for 
the training programme 
were Fishery Inspector 
Shamyung Ongh and Fish-
ery Demonstrator Adezi-
nou Dolie,  both from 
Department of  Fisheries, 
Dimapur.

The training course 
covered theoretical and 

practical sessions on in-
troduction; importance 
and scope of  fish farming 
in Nagaland, design and 
construction of  fish farm, 
pond management, inte-
grated farming system, 
composite fish culture, fish 
diseases; their control and 
treatment and strategies 
for development of  fishery 
sector in Nagaland. 

During the practical 
session and field visit to a 
fishery farm in Medziphe-
ma, trainees did a hand on 
practice on checking pH 
of  pond water, liming of  
ponds, counting of  plank-
tons, checking turbidity of  
pond water and different 
feeding techniques. 

Director SAMETI Dr. I 
Amenia in her valedictory 
address congratulated the 
trainees on the successful 
completion of  the train-

WCYO: The Western Chakhesang Youth 
Organisation (WCYO) has strongly con-
demned the assassination attempt on the life 
of the prominent entrepreneur and proprie-
tor of Kuda Cold Storage, L Doulo by some 
cadres of the NSCN (K) after serving two 
taxation slips by the same group. 

Stating that Duolo is a humble business-
man who believe in ‘work and eat’ policy 
and is an inspiring and fatherly figure to the 
youth, its community and to the Nagas at 
large, the union expressed shock and con-
demned the  intention of the alleged cadres 
to murder a fatherly figure.

A press release from the union president, 
Likalo Letro and the Media cell, questioned 
the credibility of NSCN (K) for demanding 
money and goes to the extent of  attempt 
murder in the name of  nation’s freedom. 
Therefore, the organization appealed to all 
NGOs and civil society to condemn such 
dastardly and cowardice act before any more 
citizens becomes a victim to them.

The WCYO urged upon the law enforc-
ing agencies to investigate the matter thor-
oughly by taking appropriate action without 
delay. The youth organisation also cautioned 
that it will have no option but will be forced 
to take its own course of action if  the law 
enforcing agencies do not bring justice to 
the victim.

“WCYO sternly warns that the organiza-
tion would not remain mere spectators and 
would not tolerate such kind of  barbaric 
act upon any members of its community or 
Nagas to be precise, and asserted that if any 
harm is done to Mr L. Doulo in the future 
than those two persons mentioned in the slip 
as Akaho Jimo, Brigadier Finance in Charge 
of Dimapur and Khumutsa Naga Finance 
Secy. of  NSCN K would be held fully re-
sponsible,” the press release added. 

The WCYO also conveyed message in 
strongest term that it shall not allow any gun 
wielding social parasite to roam freely who 
are a threat to society’s peaceful environment 
and human progress and has no place in a 
civilised society.
ACAUT Wokha unit: The Wokha Unit 
of ACAUT along with frontal organisation 
of Wokha district vehemently condemned 
the life attempt made on one respectable 
citizen.

While condemning the act, the unit 
stated that “enough is enough, now the 
Nagas will no more keep silent on any anti 
social elements.” 

In a condemnation note from the unit co 
convenor, Cyrus James Tungoe, stated that 
the NSCN (K) should not be interested only 
in taxing and extorting its own people and 
thereby making the good cause of fighting 
for freedom  more horrible and making just a 
nightmare. The NSCN (K) should nab those 
main culprits and take exemplary action at 
the earliest, the press release added. 

The unit also demanded the law en-
forcing agencies to book those culprits and 
award befitting punishment as per the law 
of the land. 
CRPOK: The Chizami Range Public 
Organisation Kohima (CRPOK) has vehe-
mently condemned the life attempt on the 

proprietor of Kuda Cold Storage Dimapur, 
L Doulo.

“The CRPO Kohima is surprised to hear 
that the national workers, namely NSCN 
(K), went to the extent of  attempting life 
on such an elderly local businessman in the 
name of demanding tax for the national caus. 
Had there been no God, his life wouldn’t be 
here now. For which gratification is given to 
God. The CRPO Kohima wishes him long 
life,” the press release stated.
ZUD: The Zhavame Union Dimapur 
(ZUD) has expressed shock and condemned 
the life attempt on the proprietor of Kuda 
Cold Storage, L Doulo by five NSCN (K) 
members on Sep. 18. 

The union said everyone should join and 
unite together to expunge the evils in the 
society before it is too late. 

ZUD further urged the concerned au-
thority to book the culprits at the earliest and 
punish according to the law. 
TSUD: The Tenyimi Students’ Union Di-
mapur (TSUD) has vehemently condemned 
the dastardly act of  NSCN-K perpetuate 
upon the life of the proprietor of Kuda Cold 
Storage, L Doulo, on Sep. 18.

The TSUD urged upon the responsible 
authorities to leave no stone unturned in ar-
resting the culprits, who are involved in anti 
social activities under the guise of national 
workers. 

TSUD also expressed pain to observe 
anti-social elements in the society. The union 
also appealed to the law enforcing agencies 
to ensure that the culprits are arrested so that 
the citizens feel safe under their security. 
NBAK: The Naga Business Association 
Kohima (NBAK) has strongly condemned 
the life attempt of Naga entrepreneur and 
proprietor of Kuda Cold Storage, L Duolo 
by some gunmen purportedly belonging to 
the NSCN (K) on Sep. 182017 at Dimapur.

The NBAK members which comprises 
of  only genuine Naga businessmen and 
entrepreneur look upon a person like Duolo 
as an inspiration and encouragement for any 
Naga in the field of business. Therefore, life 
attempt by the Naga outfit to such a person is 
highly questionable and have no place for the 
development of the Naga society, the press 
release from NBAK Media Cell stated.

“While the economic development of  
the Naga society is at stake particularly in 
the business field, it is often heard that our 
own Naga brethren’s threatening the life of  
our Naga business community. Such inci-
dents of threatening and extortion are one 
of the biggest loopholes where we can never 
encourage each other to grow like any other 
civilized society,” the release added.

The NBAK has appealed the upright 
law enforcing agency to book the culprits 
and also provide safety to the Naga business 
community.

Meanwhile, the NBAK appreciated and 
welcome the six NNPGs announcing that it 
will not levy tax to the Naga business com-
munity. The association further urged upon 
other Naga groups to also encourage and 
support the struggling Naga business com-
munity for the progress and development of  
the Naga society.

Dimapur, Sep. 21 (EMN):  
The St. Paul Parish Pungro 
has expressed deep sorrow 
at the demise of  Rev. Fr. 
Mathew Keemattam. The 
community in its condolence 
message said Rev. Mathew 
was a pioneering mission-
ary who travelled even by 
foot to saw the seed of faith 
in Phuvkiu and then took 

charge of  Kiphire Mission 
during 1974. The parish also 
expressed that his gifted spir-
itual guidance and contribu-
tion in the field of education 
will live in the hearts and 
minds of the people. 

The church shared their 
sorrows and sadness with 
the diocese and family mem-
bers.

ing. She highlighted about 
the scope and benefits of  
fishery in bringing about 
the socio-economic devel-
opment in the society and 
also an emerging sector for 
revenue and employment 
generation in the state. she 
further encouraged the par-
ticipants go back to their 
respective districts with 
this new perspective and 
work towards doubling the 
income of  Naga farmers 
making it at par with the 
fellow farmers at national 
level keeping in mind the 
Government of  India’s 
policy of  vision 2025. 

Remark of  three day 
training was presented by 
Ongh. The concluded with 
distribution of  certificates 
and training handouts to 
the trainees by in-charge 
Bio-control lab, Dr. Ber-
emjungla Medziphema.
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Students of GHS PWD, Kohima, presenting a choreography on the occasion of its 50th anniversary 
celebration at the State Academy Hall, Kohima, on September 21.

Zunheboto public during the protest rally at Traffic Point in Zunheboto town on September 20. 

Parliamentary secretary of Municipal Affairs Department, Zhaleo Rio, 
launching the DMC official website on Thursday in Dimapur.

State

Students asked to live a disciplined life

Chumukedima 
gets police station

North East Connectivity Summit from today

DMC launches official website

Zunheboto public protest rape and murder

Dimapur tops in HIV infection
Our Correspondent

Kohima, Sep. 21 (EMN): 
With a total registered 
6187 People Living with 
HIV (PLHIV) as in Au-
gust 2017, Dimapur district 
topped the list with 2583 
members followed by Ko-
hima in second with 1175 
members, while Zunheboto 
district was the least with 
182 members.

This was disclosed by 
Vihaan programme officer, 
Shan Ezung, during an 
advocacy programme or-
ganised by Network of  
Naga People Living with 
HIV/AIDS (NNP+) held 
at LCS building, Kohima, 
on Thursday.

According to the data, 
Dimapur has the highest 
number with 2583 mem-
bers followed by Kohima in 
second with 1175 members 
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and Zunehboto at the least 
with 182 members.

Shan Ezung said Vi-
haan is a national pro-
gramme for extended care 
and support for PLHIV. 
The programme is aimed at 
improving the survival and 

quality of  life of  PLHIV.
He said the goal of  

Vihaan is to render early 
linkages of  PLHIV to care 
support and treatment serv-
ices, improved treatment 
and education for PLHIV, 
expand positive prevention 

We remember our dearest Moala- our sunbeam, light and love:
You brought laughter, joy and love whenever you were around and now our lives feel so 
faded with our sunbeam now gone. The words spoken of you resounds everything we 

have known of you- ever giving, ever caring, ever brave and always true.
We only hope you know what a blessing you have been to all the many people that 

are touched by your life still. And even as you left us you continue to give. You leave 
with us your amazing legacy and many a lesson learnt on a life well lived and loved with 
courage and with Christ. You showed that to love Him, is not just in words it is done 

when you touch others with your little deeds of love.
How much we miss you and wish to see you again but now you are with God and we 

know we will soon meet again.

 Acknowledgement
The family of Late Moala Haralu would like to convey our 

sincerest gratitude to all of the many families, friends and well 
wishers who showed us such kindness during the time of her 

illness and following her demise. We are truly humbled and moved by the 
immense outpouring of love and graciousness shown during our darkest 
hour. All the many gestures of kindness and expressions of sympathy in 
the form of prayers, physical presence or gifts will always be remembered. 
Though we may not be able to thank all of you personally, please know 
that your acts of kindness will forever be etched in our hearts. May God 
bless you all. 

~Loving husband, son, daughter and family.

27.08.1959 - 14.09.2017
Late Moala Haralu 
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activities, improve social 
protection and well-be-
ing of  PLHIV, strengthen 
community systems, and 
reduced stigma and dis-
crimination.

The linkages to social 
welfare schemes till August 
2017 such as Indira Gandhi 
National Old Age Pension 
Scheme (IGNOAPS), In-
tegrated Child Protection 
Scheme (ICPS), Nagaland 
Building and Other Con-
struction Workers Scheme 
(NBOCW), Indira Gandhi 
National Widow Pension 
Scheme (IGNWPS), Fi-
nancial Assistance to Des-
titute Women, BPL Card, 
National Family Benefit 
Scheme (NFBS) etc stood 
at 411 beneficiaries and 
linkages to entitlement till 
August 2017 was 174. It 
was also reported that there 

are 843 beneficiaries under 
Local Resource Mobiliza-
tion till August 2017.

Vihaan which means 
“dawn’s first light” sym-
bolises a ray of  hope in the 
lives of  PLHIV. The pro-
gramme is under the strate-
gic guidelines of  NACP-IV 
funded by Global Fund 
to Fight AIDS, TB and 
Malaria (GFATM) under 
the design of  CST-NACO, 
Ministry of  Health & Fam-
ily Welfare, Government 
of  India.

Representatives from 
the Department of  Sci-
ence & Technology, De-
partment of  Employment, 
Skill Development & En-
trepreneurship, Integrated 
Child Protection Society 
and Nagaland State AIDS 
Control Society also spoke 
at the meeting.

Our Correspondent
Kohima, Sep. 21 (EMN): Government 
High School, PWD Colony, Kohima, 
celebrated its 50th anniversary today at the 
State Academy Hall, Kohima, on the theme 
“Now and Beyond.” The celebration was 
graced by Minister for Roads & Bridges, Dr. 
Neikiesalie Kire as the chief guest.

In his address, Dr. Kire salute the school 
for coming thus far ever since its establish-
ment in 1967. He particularly lauded the 
efforts of the pioneers, and also the teach-
ing faculty, who have rendered their best to 
bring the school to this level.

While stating that the school laid the 
foundation for many students till date, he 
urged the present teaching faculty to con-
tinue with the same zeal and spirit in order 
to reach out to the students with quality 
education.

To the students, he advised them to 
learn when the time is with them, while he 
also implored upon them to give back to 
the society what they have learned in order 
to bring about a meaningful change in the 
Naga society. He also encouraged the stu-
dents to strive with total commitment and 
dedication to succeed and advised them on 
the importance of living a disciplined life.

Underlining the importance of the role 
of parents in the lives of the students, Dr. 
Kire asserted on the need to play their part 
in imparting education to their children at 

home.
Stating that children have different abili-

ties and talents, he urged the teaching com-
munity members to mould students accord-
ing to his/her capabilities. While observing 
that students, who are weak in studies were 
often abused, he urged upon the parents to 
“mould and nurture them according to their 
talents, skills and abilities,” adding everyone 
may not be good in studies but have may 
talent in other activities.

Short speech was also delivered by Gay-
atri Devi, a pioneer teacher, while Yuileila 
shared about the journey of the school.

The programme commenced with 
an invocation pronounced by Rev. Shan 
Kikon, pastor of  Faith Harvest Church, 
Kohima, which was followed by singing 
of  the school anthem by the students. The 
welcome address was delivered by Assist-
ant Headmaster, Visasielie Suohu, while 
Anungla, a student of  Class VII recited 
a poem.

Students of  GHS PWD also regaled 
the programme by presenting songs, chore-
ography, folk song and dance. The vote of  
thanks was tendered by Kezhalezo Solo.

It may be mentioned here that the 
school started on August 1, 1967, with 
ten students. Presently, the school has an 
enrolment of 420 students. The school was 
upgraded to Middle School in 2003, and 
later upgraded to High School in 2010.

Dimapur, Sep. 21 (EMN): 
People in thousands staged a 
protest rally against rape and 
murder of  one woman at 
Traffic Point in Zunheboto 
town on September 20. The 
rally was organised by Sumi 
Totimi Hoho, Zunheboto.

The rally was organised 
against the rape and murder 
of one Avi (23), mother of  
three children from Khek-
iye village allegedly by one 

Samuel, son of Satovi under 
Zunheboto district. 

People from all walks of  
life numbering thousands 
with traditional apparels in-
cluding students from all dif-
ferent schools, GBs from all 
sectors, Sumi Hoho, Sumi 
Kukami Hoho, Sumi Totimi 
Hoho, SKK, ZTYO, ZRSU, 
leaders from Hoshepu areas 
and relatives attended the 
rally which was addressed 

by speakers from various 
Hohos and leaders. 

Later, a memorandum 
was submitted to Deputy 
Commissioner, Zunheboto, 
by Sumi apex bodies con-
sisting of Sumi Hoho, Sumi 
Kukami Hoho, Sumi Ki-
phimi Kuqhakulu and Sumi 
Totimi Hoho demanding 
befitting punishment to the 
culprit and justice to the 
victim.

Staff Reporter 
Dimapur, Sep.21 (EMN): 
Parliamentary secretary of  
Municipal Affairs Depart-
ment, Zhaleo Rio, today 
launched the official web-
site of  Dimapur Municipal 
Council (DMC) in the office 
premises. 

Launching the website, 
Rio expressed confidence 
that DMC will exercise more 

transparency in all its ac-
tivities. He also encouraged 
DMC to have a good revenue 
earning policy and called 
upon the officials to sincerely 
utilise the collected revenues 
towards maintaining the 
roads. 

Stating that DMC has 
many sources of  income, Rio 
remarked that the council 
should be self  sustaining and 

Staff Reporter 
Dimapur, Sep. 21 (EMN): The first and only 
police station in Chumukedima, covering 20 
villages and the town of  Chumukedima, was 
inaugurated on Thursday. The police station 
is housed at Modern Complex, adjacent to the 
town’s weekly bazaar. 

Director General of Police (DGP), LL Doun-
gel, who inaugurated the police station said, “It is 
our way of reaching out to the public and if  you 
want us to be strong, please lend us your support.” 
The police chief was of the opinion that quality 
policing could be achieved if  members of  the 
public render support to the police.

Commenting on the cosmopolitan nature of  
Chumukedima’s population, he said, “We have 
all tribes, shapes and sizes of  people here and 
therefore policing in Chumukedima will not be 
very easy. It will be very complex, as complex 
as the number of  people here. Police, working 
alone, will be able to help but no to the extent 
that you would like as to. Therefore one way to 
ensure good quality service is by rendering your 
support.”

“If  you find aberration in the police side also, 
I think that is not to be condoned. That has to be 
pointed out. Because the tendency in any depart-
ment is that we tend to get very insular, and then 
we tend to be very supportive of  our own action, 
rightly or wrongly. That is the time when public 
should speak up,” he said, 

This in turn, he pointed out, has resulted in 
a situation where “what we are having is a place 
where people are not very questioning, not very 
demanding.  That is why a lot of  departments 
can do without working or maybe half  the work. 
And so if  you want an active police department 
as well as the police station to function well, I 
think you should be very vigilant at the same 
time very supportive.”

On the flip side, the DGP pointed out that 
the police personnel should also ‘renew and up-
date’ their knowledge to combat new challenges 
of  crime – in the form of  cyber and white-collar 
crimes.

for a different model unlike 
the models of  other states 
in the country.

Though NE s ta tes 
shares international bor-
ders with huge economic 
political for trade and com-
merce, he felt that the re-
gion has not been able to 
capitalise on this advantage 
due to lack of  connectivity 
infrastructures in terms of  
roadways, airways, water-
ways, digital connectivity 
etc.

However, he was opti-
mistic that this Summit will 
bring a positive outcome 
with all the stakeholders 
including the state gov-
ernments and central gov-
ernment agencies through 
deliberations and recom-
mendations towards design-
ing a combined sustainable 
strategy for connectivity 
within and outside North-

east Region.
It was learned that 

during last 3 years, North 
East Connectivity Sum-
mit (NECS) has helped 
in bringing into focus the 
opportunities in developing 
connectivity of  North East 
and its associated strategic 
and economic advantages 
for the entire India. The 
summit has metamor-
phosed into a unique plat-
form for strategic dialogue 
between various stakehold-
ers including government 
of  India, BBIN and South 
Asian countries, private 
sectors and others.

Conceptual i sed by 
FICCI, the summit was 
designed as a cross sectoral 
initiative with the objective 
of  highlighting the connec-
tivity gaps and proposing a 
comprehensive connectiv-
ity agenda for the North-

east Region by encouraging 
private sector investment in 
connectivity infrastructure 
was further built into the 
program. 

The inaugural session 
of  the 2-day summit will 
be held on September 22 
at 10 am which will be 
addressed by prominent 
personalities.

The inaugural session 
will be followed by a three 
breakaway sessions on 
‘Policy Forum’ and round-
table on ‘International 
connectivity initiatives’ 
and ‘harnessing shared 
energy resources and bio-
diversity.’

Topics to be covered 
on the second day through 
roundtable are ‘tourism 
and people to people con-
nectivity’; ‘sub-regional 
economic integration’, 
‘intra-regional connectiv-

ity’ and ‘leveraging digital 
connectivity’ followed by 
valedictory programme.

Stating that the 4th edi-
tion of  NECS will be the 
biggest and most compre-
hensive of  all the sum-
mits held so far, Additional 
Chief  Secretary, Temjen 
Toy informed that more 
than 300 delegates are ex-
pected to attend the summit 
with foreign delegates from 
Japan, Russia, Myanmar, 
Bhutan, Laos, Bangladesh 
and Thailand.

Renowned corpora-
tions and companies like 
Mitsubishi, Bitchem, Air 
Asia, Global Hotels, Taj 
Hotels, Jaybee Group, Jet 
Airways, Druk, IL&FS, 
OTPC, Biman Bangladesh 
and Delloite and multilat-
erals from JICA, World 
Bank and UNESCAP will 
be part of  the summit.

not give reason for payment of  
staff  salary. While acknowledg-
ing Dimapur as the commercial 
hub of  the State, he said the 
Council has challenges towards 
meeting the aspiration of  the 
public within its jurisdiction.

Also admitting that DMC 
has been performing well, Rio 
insisted improving the facilities 
and to provide services that will 
sustain throughout the year. 
Also stating that DMC alone 
cannot serve the purpose to-
wards improving the services, 
he has called for community 
participation in order to keep the 
city clean, green and healthy.  

Acknowledging that launch-
ing of  DMC’s website was a 
necessity, he lauded the former 
DMC administrator, Atokhe 
Aye, on his efforts towards com-
missioning the website.      

Lauding Symbios for creat-
ing the website, Rio persuaded 
them to continue with their 
services for the general welfare 
of  the people. 

Meanwhile, DMC admin-
istrator Moa Sangtam has ac-
knowledged the former DMC 
administrator Atokhe Ayemi 
for commissioning the website 
in January, 2016, and expressed 
optimism that the website will 
be a good platform for the public 
to interact with the department.

Sangtam also informed that 
DMC will be undergoing online 
for payment of  trade license, 
renewal of  trade license, and 
payment of  house rent by De-
cember. 

One can visit the website do-
main at dmc.nagaland.gov.in for 
detail information and update of  
the department’s activity. 

GHS PWD Colony, Kohima, observes 50th anniversaryNo of PLHIV registered till August 2017
Sl.No. District Total No. of On/Pre ART

1 Dimapur 2583

2 Kohima 1175

3 Tuensang 783

4 Kiphire 199

5 Mokokchung 590

6 Wokha 223

7 Peren 243

8 Phek 209

9 Zunheboto 182

Total 6187

Our Correspondent
Kohima, Sep. 21 (EMN): 
The 4th edition of  the 
North East Connectivity 
Summit with the theme 
‘Act East from Nagaland’ 
organised by the Federa-
tion of  Indian Chambers 
of  Commerce & Industry 
(FICCI) is all set to begin 
on September 22 at NBCC 
Convention Centre, Ko-
hima.

The focus of  the two 
days summit will be on 
building physical and dig-
ital connectivity, market 
linkages, etc in the region 
and discussion on the bio-
diversity and bridging cul-
tural diversity between the 
region and its neighbouring 
countries.

This was informed by 
chairman FICCI North 
East Advisory Council, 
Ranjit Barthakur at a press 
conference held at SIRD 
guest house today.

He said the 4th Edition 
of  North East Connectivity 
Summit aims to pose and 
seek answers to come criti-
cal questions on regional 
and cross border connectiv-
ity, identification of  border 
locations, developing com-
plementaries in Nagaland 
and rest of  North East.

Describing the roads 
in Nagaland as ‘shock-
ing’, Barthakur maintained 
some core issues will be 
discussed on connectivity, 
policy recommendations, 
road map for connectivity, 
opportunities for collabo-
ration with neighbouring 
countries, while delibera-
tions will be moderated to 
strategize connectivity and 
infrastructure development 
for creation of wealth in the 
area of  social, economic 
and ecological enterprises.

Terming Nagaland as a 
‘unique state’ with tremen-
dous diversity and poten-
tial, Barthakur opined that 
the state ‘needs and cries’ 
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Tripura scribe’s killing 
‘reckless, inhuman’: press 

Over 800 illegal immigrants denied 
entry at Manipur border since January

Scientists should remove gap 
between them and farmers: Singh

Manipur bandh for 24 hour by NRFM

Climate change and mountains: Ten 
states discuss growing challenges 

Kaziranga National Park to open 
for tourist from Oct. 21

82 gm of heroin 
seized

Mizoram govt. holds peace talks with HPC(D)

New Delhi, Sep. 21 (PTI): 
The media fraternity today 
condemned the killing of  
Tripura journalist Santanu 
Bhowmick, saying it was a 
“reckless” and “inhuman” 
act to silence the voice of  
the free press.

The Press Club of India, 
Indian Women’s Press 
Corps, Press Association, 
Federation of  Press Clubs 
in India and the North East 
Media Forum issued a joint 
statement demanding a 
swift probe into the incident.

“Santanu Bhowmick’s 
life was taken away by 
mindless violence when 
he was discharging his 
professional journalistic 
duties. It is a reckless, 
inhuman act to silence the 
voice of the free press in the 
country and an assault on 
the freedom of  press,” the 
statement said.

Bhowmick, who worked 
with a local television 
channel, was covering a 
clash between the IPFT and 
the Tripura Rajya Upajati 

Ganamukti Parishad, the 
tribal wing of the CPI(M), 
in Mandai area of  West 
Tripura yesterday when he 
was hit from behind and 
abducted, a senior police 
officer had said.

Later, the scribe was 
found with serious stab 
injuries and rushed to 
Agartala Medical College 
and Hospital where doctors 
declared him ‘brought 

dead’, he said.
“ We  d e m a n d  a n 

impartial and swift probe 
into the murder of  the 
young Tripura journalist so 
that culprits can be booked 
and brought to justice. We 
also express our solidarity 
and support to the Tripura 
Journalists’ Union in their 
protest against the murder,” 
the statement said.

“We demand that the 

state government should 
give adequate compensation 
to the family of  the young 
journalist whose life was 
sniffed out in the line of  
duty. The chief  minister 
s h o u l d  i m m e d i a t e l y 
hold consultations with 
the Agartala Press Club 
and Tripura Journalists’ 
Union for taking steps for 
safety and security of  the 
journalists,” it added.

Bhowmick’s kil l ing 
comes days after the murder 
of  veteran editor Gauri 
Lankesh in Bengaluru that 
had sparked widespread 
outrage and concern on the 
state of free press in India.

Tripura scribe death: 
Bandh observed in West 
Tripura
Agartala: A peaceful dawn-
to-dusk bandh, called by the 
ruling CPO(M) in protest 
against the killing of a local 
journalist, was observed 
today in the Jirania block 
area of  West  Tripura 
district, police said.

Av i j i t  S a p t a r s h i , 
Superintendent of  Police 
(SP), Tripura West, said, 
“Everything was closed. 
Vehic les  d id  not  p ly. 
Financial and educational 
inst i tut ions  remained 
closed. There was no report 
of any untoward incident.” 

The Assam-Agartala 
NH 44 was,  however, 
exempted from the bandh.

Santanu Bhowmick, a 
journalist working with a 
local television channel, was 
covering a clash between the 
Indigenous People’s Front 
of  Tripura (IPFT) and the 
Tripura Rajyer Upajati 
Ganamukti Parishad, the 
tribal wing of the CPI(M), 
in Mandai area of  West 
Tripura yesterday when he 
was hit from behind and 
abducted.

Later, Bhowmick was 
found with serious stab 
injuries and was rushed to 
Agartala Medical College 
and Hospital where doctors 
declared him ‘brought 
dead’.

Imphal, Sep. 21 (IANS): Three persons 
were stopped while trying to enter Manipur 
via Jiribam district on Thursday, a senior 
police officer said, adding that 800 suspected 
foreigners have been stopped in their bid to 
enter the state, from this district alone, since 
January this year.

Ten persons were trying to enter 
Manipur but three of  them had no 
identification papers and were not allowed 
to enter, said K. Ajitkumar, Additional 
Superintendent of  Police, Jiribam.

He said: “Police are checking those 
who try to enter Manipur through this 
border district.”

Home Minister N. Biren Singh told 
IANS that with the deployment of additional 
forces, security has been beefed up at Jiribam 

and Moreh, two border towns. Police are 
looking for Rohingya Muslims.

Police is also conducting a house-
to-house verification of  persons in 
Moreh being supervised by S. Ibomcha, 
Superintendent of  Police of  Tengnoupal 
district, bordering Myanmar.

There is fear that Rohingya Muslims 
may try to sneak into Manipur through 
Moreh from Myanmar or from Bangladesh 
through Jiribam, though “so far no 
Rohingya Muslim has been detected at 
Moreh”, said Ibomcha.

While the government is being urged 
to check the possible influx of  Rohingya 
Muslims, some Muslim organisations in 
Manipur took out processions demanding 
refugee status for the Rohingyas.

Umiam (Meghalaya), Sep 
21 (PTI): Agricultural 
researches will be of  no 
uses if  it is not applied 
in the farmer s field and 
scientists should remove 
the gap between them and 
the farmers, former Union 
Minister Prahlad Singh 
Patel said today.

“A research paper is of  
no use if  it is not applied in 
the farmers field. The ICAR 
scientist should remove 
the gap between them 
and the farmers and this 
could be achieved through 
awareness,” Patel said.

He was addressing 
at a National Seminar 
on “Smart Farming for 
Enhancing Input  Use 
efficiency, Income and 
Environmental Security” 
organised by the Indian 
A s s o c i a t i o n  o f  H i l l 

Farming in collaboration 
wi th  ICAR Research 
Complex for NEH Region 
here.

Patel who is a MP from 
Madhya Pradesh said that 
Hill farming (practiced in 
the north eastern states) is a 
challenge and the scientific 
technology should reach 
the farmers which is only 
possible if  the scientist act 
as a median in the process.

ICAR NER director 
Dr S V Ngachan reiterated 
Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi s  vis ion for the 
country which aims to 
double the farmers income 
by 2020 and said that the 
responsibility to achieve 
that target is entrusted to 
scientists.

Assam Agricultural 
University vice chancellor 
Dr K M Bujurbaruah said 

the country today have 
come a long way to achieve 
the status of  a food secured 
nation from being a mal-
nourished nation after 
Independence.

A t  t h e  s e m i n a r , 
over  300 par t ic ipants 
from all over India took 
par t  in brainstorming 
sessions on agricultural 
diversification, processing 
and value addition along 
with entrepreneurship 
development and smart 
marketing linkages.

T h e  s e m i n a r  a l s o 
p r ov i d e d  a  c o m m o n 
platform for the scientists, 
researchers, policy makers 
entrepreneurs and other 
stake holders to explore 
the various aspects of  
emerging challenges in 
agriculture and al l ied 
sectors

Kaziranga, Sep. 21 (PTI): 
Kaziranga National Park in 
Assam, home to one-horn 
Indian rhinos, will reopen 
for tourists on October 2 
next after it was closed in 
May this year.

The Internationally 
a c c l a i m e d  U N E S C O 
declared World Heritage 
Site will reopen at 5 am at 
Mihimukh under Kohora 
Range of  the Park in 
presence of  Assam Forest 
Minister Pramila Rani 
Brahma and local MLA-
cum-Agriculture Minister 
Atul Bora, KNP Divisional 
Forest officer Ruhini Ballav 
Saikia said here today.

D o m e s t i c  a n d 
international visitors from 
Germany and Australia 
were likely to be in the 
first group of  a 14-member 
elephant safari that is to be 

kicked off  from Mihimukh 
elephant safari point under 
Kohora Range, Saikia said.

A g o r a t o l i  R a n g e 
famous for migratory avines 
and pelican gallery will 
remain closed for tourists 
due to massive destruction 
by floods during the recent 
devastating deluge that 
claimed the life of  several 
rhinos, swamp deer, hog 
deer and other animals 
there, he added.

Kaziranga famous for 
the endangered one-horn 
Great Indian Rhinoceros, 
tiger, deer among several 
other species of  wildlife 
remains closed annually 
between May to September 
during the f loods that 
overrun the Park forcing 
the  an ima l s  the re  to 
migrate to the hills across 
for succour.

Aizawl, Sep. 21 (PTI): 
Mizoram Exc i se  and 
Narcotics department’s 
Anti Narcotic squad seized 
82 gm of  heroin, worth 
around Rs 3 lakh and 
arrested three persons here, 
a department spokesman 
today said.

The contraband was 
reportedly smuggled from 
Myanmar  v i a  bo rde r 
district of  Champhai, the 
spokesman said.Three 
persons were arrested 
under relevant sections of  
the Narcotic Drugs and 
Psychotropic Substances 
Act, the spokesman added.

Our Correspondent
Imphal, Sep. 21 (EMN): Normal life 
in Manipur particularly in the state 
capital has been severely affected 
in view of  the 24 hour bandh by 
the National Revolutionary Front 
Manipur (NRFM) against the merger 
of  Manipur with the Indian union 
today.

Markets, business establishments 
and educational institutions in the 
state, particularly in Imphal, were 
closed for the day. Imphal wore a 
desolate look from dawn to dusk. 
Normal life was severely affected as 
all transport services including inter-
state and inter-district were suspended 
for the day.However there is no report 
of  any unwanted incident during the 
course of  the bandh. On the other 
hand the bandh did not affect the 

Imphal International airport.
The Government offices remained 

closed as the day’s bandh coincides 
with Mera Chaoren Houba, a festival 
to promote unity and strengthen 
the bond of  brotherhood among all 
the communities in Manipur, on 
Thursday.

Manipur merged with Indian 
union after  the then Maharaj 
Bodhachandra of Manipur was forced 
to sign the agreement at Shillong on 
Sep. 21, 1949, according to NRFM.

Claiming that the present scenario 
in Manipur is a result of  the Merger 
Agreement, NRFM in a release to 
local media alleged, the “colonial” 
Government of India has completely 
ruined the identity of the indigenous 
people during its 66 years of oppressive 
rule.

Meanwhile  Manipur based 
social organisation -Coalition for 
Indigenous’ Rights which had been 
campaigning for reinstatement of  
pre-merger political status for the 
state of  Manipur, also observed the 
day as National Repentance Day 
by holding a public meeting at the 
Royal palace in Imphal on Thursday 
morning. Most of  the speakers in 
the day’s gathering maintained that 
demanding pre-merger status for 
Manipur is not anti-Indian at all.

Manipur which existed as a 
sovereign kingdom since 33 AD, 
became part of  Indian Union after 
the Manipur Merger Agreement 
was signed between the Maharaja 
of  Manipur, Bodhachandra and 
Government of  India in 1949 at 
Meghalaya capital Shillong.

Aizawl, Sep. 21 (IANS): The 6th edition 
of the Sustainable Mountain Development 
Summit (SMDS-VI) began on a rousing note 
in the sprawling Mizoram University campus 
with representatives from 10 Himalayan 
mountain states of  India deliberating on 
how best present policies can be suited to the 
mountains and how people of these regions 
can be protected against the reality of climate 
change.

Inaugurating the summit on Wednesday 
evening, Mizoram Chief  Minister Lal 
Thanhawla warned that “resources we 
use today are finite” and the development 
process planned today by governments and 
policymakers must “factor in safeguards” 
that do not compromise the needs of present 
and future generations. 

The three-day summit from September 
20 to 22, is being organised by the 
Integrated Mountain Initiative (IMI), a civil 
society initiative involving the 10 Indian 
Himalayan mountain states and the hill 
districts of  abutting states in association 
with the Mizoram Sustainable Development 
Foundation. 

Approximately 4 per cent of the Indian 
population live in the mountain states of  
Jammu and Kashmir, Himachal Pradesh, 
Uttarakhand, Sikkim, Arunachal Pradesh, 
Nagaland, Manipur, Meghalaya, Mizoram 
and the hill districts of Assam, Tripura and 
West Bengal.

Since 2011, IMI has been conducting the 
SMDS as a platform to bring together the 
Indian Himalayan region to discuss themes 
that are vital to the development and well-

being of the region. 
Speaking at the inaugural, Sikkim MP 

P.D. Rai, who is a part of the IMI Governing 
Council, said the summit will have “urgent 
conversations about issues plaguing the 
mountains” as climate change was a reality 
that was being witnessed all over the world 
and “India, particularly its landslide-prone 
mountainous regions”, needed to prepare 
adequately for the environmental and 
disaster challenges to come.  

Participants who include central and 
state government officials, legislators, 
members of  academia, think tanks and 
civil society, will discuss among other things 
the enormous prospects in the hill and 
mountain states for a thriving eco-tourism 
and mountain agriculture, of which Sikkim 
is one of the best exponents. 

The Aizawl summit will focus on 
themes of Climate Change and Sustainable 
Mountain Cities, both of which have become 
issues of regional and national priority. With 
the limitations in livelihood opportunities 
and access to jobs in mountain states, 
coupled with inadequate compensation 
for provision of  ecosystem services, 
outmigration trends continue to rise and 
integrated effort are needed for action 
to make development sustainable, with 
engagement of all stakeholders, the IMI said. 

SMDS-VI at Aizawl was preceded by a 
lively Youth Summit, Sep.18-20th , that saw 
the participation of 60 youth leaders from 
across the Himalayan region discussing 
ecological and livelihood challenges to their 
future

Aizawl, Sep. 21 (PTI): 
Pe a c e  t a l k s  b e t we e n 
Mizoram government and 
Hmar People’s Convention 
(Democratic) resumed 
today after five months, 
a  s e n i o r  s t a t e  H o m e 
department official said.

Additional Secretary 
in the Home department 
and leader of  the five-
member state government 
delegation Lalbiakzama 
told PTI that the talks were 
held with mutual trust on 
both the sides.

Lalbiakzama said that 
they were deliberating 
clause by clause of  the 
proposed legislation on 
the autonomy, power and 
functions of  the Sinlung 
Hills Council.

It  was proposed in 
the framework agreement 
b e t w e e n  M i z o r a m 
government and the HPC 
(D) that the existing Sinlung 

Hills Development Council 
(SHDC), created following 
the agreement made between 
the  s ta te  gover nment 
and the erstwhile HPC 
in 1994, would be given 
more autonomy to suit the 
interests of  the people of  
the area.

“We have high hopes 
that the deliberations of  the 
proposed legislation would 
be positively concluded 
and we would be able to 
take up nitty-gritties of  the 
proposed accord and also 
detailed plans on surrender 
of  the HPC (D) militants 
along with their arms by 
tomorrow,” he said.

T h e  a d d i t i o n a l 
secretary in the Home 
depar tment expressed 
the hope that the official 
level talks which began on 
August 10 last year would 
be concluded by this round 
and from the next round, 

the talks would be elevated 
to political level.

This round of  parleys 
was delayed as the state 
government was trying to 
rein in the HPC (D) faction 
led by Lalhmingthanga 
Sanate, former president of  
the outfit by holding talks 
with the faction in Aizawl.

The proposed talks 
fizzled out as the state 
government rejected the 
pre-conditions set by the 
Sanate faction. The pre 
conditions were separate 
a u t o n o m o u s  d i s t r i c t 
c o u n c i l  u n d e r  s i x t h 
schedule of the constitution 
and also participation of  a 
senior official of  the central 
government in the talks.

The six-member HPC 
(D) delegation, which 
arrived in Aizawl yesterday, 
wa s  l e d  b y  w o r k i n g 
chairman of  the outfit L 
T Hmar.

PTI

 Journalists paying floral tribute to photo journalist Santanu Bhowmik at 
press club in Agartala on Wednesday. Santanu  a cameraman of a local cable 
TV channel, was brutally killed allegedly by IPFT supporters.

Mirror Crossword 1602sud0ku 1442
Every Sudoku has a unique solution that can be 
reached logically. Enter numbers into the blank 
spaces so that each row, column and 3x3 box 
contains the numbers 1 to 9.

solutions to CRossWoRD 1601

ACROSS
1. A local and habitual twitching
4. Calendar month
7. Wits
12. Fiddler crabs
13. Having a grainy texture
14. Frogs, toads, tree toads
15. Galaxies
17. Ardently or impatiently 

desirous
18. _Tan
19. A browning of the skin
21. Back
22. __ Turner, rock singer
24. Adult female
25. A broad horizontal band across 

a shield
26. Spain
27. Having yellowish rind
29. Determine the court costs of
31. Holy places
35. Repeated
37. Experienced
38. Currently fashionable
41. Doctor of Education
42. Filberts
43. Mauna __, Hawaiian volcano
44. Denotes three
45. Angiospermous tree
46. Conductance unit
48. Egg-shaped terra-cotta 

instrument
52. Small room on a ship where 

people sleep
53. Ultrahigh frequency
54. Tag the base runner to get 

him out
55. Rumples
56. Female sibling
57. Something highly prized for its 

beauty or perfection 
DOWN
1. Hogshead
2. Decorate a cake with frosting
3. Collapsible shelters
4. Paris airport
5. New location, abbr.

6. Endocrine gland
7. Herb __, San Francisco 

columnist
8. A collection of anecdotes
      about a person or place
9. Wrinkles
10. Sediment that has settled at 

the bottom of a liquid
11. Gulf of, in the Aegean 

16. Fringe-toed lizard
20. Humiliated
22. Yearly tonnage, abbr.

23. Belonging to a thing
24. One who sprints
25. Strike out a batter, in 

baseball
27. Reciprocal of a sine
28. Having negative qualities
30. Old world, new
32. Gagging
33. The bill in a restaurant 

34. Publicities
36. Unequivocally detestable
38. Characteristic of hens

39. Russell __, author
40. Metrical units
42. Adapted to the rails of 

railroad
44. Mass
45. Stumblebums
47. Come into sudden contact 

with
49. The 22nd letter of the 

Greek alphabet
50. No (Scottish)
51. Defensive nuclear weapon

solutions to suD0ku 1441
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Jaitley assures ‘appropriate action’ to revive economy
New Delhi , Sep.  21(PTI): 
Finance Minister Arun 
Jaitley on Thursday prom-
ised “appropriate actions” 
at the “right time” to revive 
the slowdown-hit economy 
and said the government 
is seized of  the problem 
of  private investment not 
picking up.

Mr. Jaitley, who has 
been holding consultations 
with his Cabinet colleagues 
and senior government of-
ficials to devise plans to lift 
the economic growth, said 
real estate can be brought 
under the just-introduced 
Goods and Services Tax.

“From Day one, this is 
a proactive Government. 
We are analysing the eco-
nomic indicators and ap-
propriate action will be 
taken at right time,” the 
Finance Ministry tweeted 
Mr. Jaitley as saying at an 
investor meet.

Acknowledging that 
there is a problem of  pri-
vate investment not pick-
ing up, Mr. Jaitley said the 
government is seized of  the 
issue. “Very soon you will 
hear from us“.

Two years ago, India 
was touted as a rare bright 
spot in a gloomy global 

economy with the GDP 
growth outpacing a slow-
ing China. But since early 
2016, the growth has fallen 
for six consecutive quarters, 
hitting a three-year low of  
5.7 per cent in the April-
June quarter with India 

losing the fastest growing 
economy tag to China for 
the second straight quar-
ter.

Besides falling GDP 
growth rate, exports are 
facing strong headwinds 
and the industrial growth 

is the lowest in five years. 
The current account deficit 
(CAD) — the difference 
between inflow and out-
flow of  foreign exchange, 
has risen to 2.4 per cent of  
GDP in April-June.

The government has no 

reservations in privatising 
state-owned firms but has 
to wait for the right time 
before divesting stake in 
PSUs, Mr. Jaitley said, add-
ing that the disinvestment 
target for the current year 
is “ambitious“.

For current fiscal, the 
government has budgeted 
to raise Rs 72,500 crore 
through stake sale in PSUs. 
This compared to over 
Rs46,000 crore raised in 
last fiscal.

Mr. Jaitley said in the 

last few years India’s con-
fidence as a nation has in-
creased tremendously and 
the present government 
has taken quick decisions 
whether it is implement-
ing GST or targeting of  
subsidies.

Indirect tax reform 
Goods and Services Tax 
(GST) was implemented 
from July 1. It has sub-
sumed over a dozen taxes 
and transformed India into 
a single market with uni-
form tax rates.
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Of chiefs, interpreters 
and custodians

The State of Nagaland with a total population of around 20 
lac.  in 11 districts with 16 recognised tribes have special pro-
visions in the Constitution of India that safeguard the state 

from the imposition of any Central law in contrast with the tradi-
tional and customary practices of the people. However, along with 
instances of  misinterpretations there have been  intentional negli-
gence and lack of political will to build a strong system based on the 
traditional and customary laws. Thereby in the 53 years since state-
hood there have been parallel justice systems and bodies especially 
in the rural areas that continue till today with instances of misuse 
in some cases. 

There are about 1400 recognised villages in the state at present 
and every village has a village council and among some tribe there 
are  hereditary village chiefs. The tribes like Sumi, Konyak and 
Kuki have the system of hereditary village chiefs like the Angh and 
Kukami. These hereditary posts are recognised  by the Nagaland 
Village and Tribal Councils Act, 1978 that gives ex-officio statuses 
to persons holding these positions in the village councils with voting 
rights. There are instances when the powers of the hereditary village 
chief surpass the powers of the village councils whose members 
are more democratically nominated at least in comparison to the 
former.  

For those tribes without hereditary village chiefs, the council 
members elect among themselves a Village Council Chairman. 
However even in the cases where the system of hereditary village 
chief is not prevalent it does not mean that there are no traditional 
heads. The institution of traditional village head from among the 
prominent clans in the village is still prevalent among some tribes.  
However the Nagaland Village and Tribal Councils Act, 1978 com-
pletely ignore these posts held as per the traditional customary prac-
tices of the tribe. There have been reports that some villages there-
fore ensure that the traditional village head, unlike the hereditary 
but no doubt traditional, is made the Village Council Chairman. 

Next comes the institution of the Gaonbura, the generic mean-
ing of the word in Assamese is also village headman, that somehow 
evolved since the time of the British. The hereditary chiefs and also 
the traditionally nominated village headmen probably were referred 
to as the gaonburas initially. It is only natural that over the passage 
of time that the gaonburas slowly became the intermediary between 
the British administrators and the village. Then there are also in-
stances among some tribes that purposely selected the gaonburas 
other than the traditional village head because the gaonburas slowly 
became more like agents of the government in the village. The tradi-
tion of the red cloth that the British started, that identifies the village 
chiefs and gaonburas under the administration continues still today.  
At present, except for the hereditary village chiefs, the gaonburas 
are the government agents although not under the payroll but dis-
tinctly noticeable with their red shawl or red waist coat. 

Then comes the institution of the dobashi that also evolved 
from the days of the British who employed Nagas as interpreters. 
The word is derived from the Hindi word of do-basha  meaning two 
language. However over the passage of time, the role of the inter-
preters or dobashis became more prominent when delivering justice 
by the administrators. Their knowledge of the language as well as 
the customary practices of their tribe thus evolved the institution of  
the dobashis from that of an interpreter to that of an adjudicator 
too. At present the dobashis are in essence the actual custodians 
of the customary laws and practices of the Naga tribes functioning 
under the administration in the form of the customary courts. 

Unfortunately, even in the last 53 years after statehood, noth-
ing much have changed since the time of the British. These institu-
tions continue to struggle to have a clear definition and well defined 
jurisdiction. While some are wrongly attributed fancy titles some 
misuse power. There is also no Act of the Nagaland Legislative As-
sembly that clearly defines the role, functions and jurisdiction of the 
dobashis and instead there is a tussle with the existing  judiciary sys-
tem. On the other hand, at the grassroots the rural folks still prefer 
the customary courts to the modern law courts. 

A time for a serious consultation for the future of these tradi-
tional institutions initiated by the lawmakers of the state has be-
come a necessity. 

God uses suffering to strengthen our faith.

hen our toddler first bit into a lemon wedge, he wrinkled 
his nose, stuck out his tongue, and squeezed his eyes 
shut. “Sow-wah,” he said (sour).

I chuckled as I reached for the piece of fruit, intending to toss it 
into the trash.

“No!” Xavier scampered across the kitchen to get away from me. 
“Moe-wah!” (more). His lips puckered with every juice-squirting 
bite. I winced when he finally handed me the rind and walked away.

My taste buds accurately reflect my partiality to the sweet mo-
ments in life. My preference for avoiding all things bitter reminds 
me of Job’s wife, who seems to have shared my aversion to the 
sourness of suffering.

Job surely didn’t delight in hardship or trouble, yet he honored 
God through heart-wrenching circumstances (Job 1:1–22). When 
painful sores afflicted Job’s body, he endured the agony (2:7–8). His 
wife told him to give up on God (v. 9), but Job responded by trusting 
the Lord through suffering and afflictions (v. 10).

It’s natural to prefer avoiding the bitter bites in life. We can even 
be tempted to lash out at God when we’re hurting. But the Lord 
uses trials, teaching us how to trust Him, depend on Him, and sur-
render to Him as He enables us to persevere through difficult times. 
And like Job, we don’t have to enjoy suffering to learn to savor the 
unexpected sweetness of sour moments—the divine strengthening 
of our faith.

Thank You for assuring us that suffering is never wasted when 
we place our confidence in who You are, what You’ve done, and 

what You’re capable of doing.

Sweet and Sour

DAILY
PATH

BIBLE READ:  JOB 2:1–10  
THOUGHT FOR TODAY:

Shall we accept good from God, and not trouble?     
~  Job 2:10

Do you ever feel at times that 
something is not quite as it 
has been or should be, yet 
unable to put your finger 

on what it is that is wrong? Such feel-
ings can be exasperating, and more so 
when your mind is not occupied with 
thoughts, ideas or problems of  imme-
diacy.

Driving along NH 39 between Ko-
hima and Dimapur, I have often felt 
this feeling of  unease - of  irritation - 
whenever I reached the Dzüza river. 
Every time this feeling came upon me, 
I used to look around and try to iden-
tify what it is that is not what had been. 
I would look at the new Government 
buildings which have come up on some 
terraced rice fields since construction 
on the Dzüza Hyde Project started; 
but no, it was not that. I thought per-
haps my sub-consciousness might 
have missed the old bridge which has 
been dismantled following the damage 
caused on it by the Naga Army, but I 
would recollect that I began having this 
feeling much later than that. I would 
look at the retaining walls which the 
BRTF have been putting up and would 
run approving eyes on them. Yet my 
sub-consciousness continued to nag 
me whenever I reached that area. This 
state of  uneasiness persisted for several 
months until the other day when I was 
returning to Dimapur from Kohima in 
the company of  Manik Bhattacharjee 
when suddenly it dawned upon me that 
a Tree was missing.

Manik had been talking a mile a 
minute on how little of  Nagaland he 
has seen even though he has spent the 

better part of  his life here, but I was 
paying him only half  a mind, the other 
half  being occupied with my driving 
while I kept on interjecting his verbal 
marathon with appropriate grunts and 
monosyllables. I do not even remember 
what remark it was that Manik made to 
make me realise that a Tree that used to 
stand just in the edge of  the river was 
no longer there. 

If  you were to ask me what kind of  
a tree it was that has been cut down, I 
am sure that I will not be able to tell 
you. For all I know, it was just an ordi-
nary tree, about a dozen metres high. 
It used to stand on the eastern side of  
the river well within the banks of  the 
Dzüza and visible to the eyes for long 
minutes as one approaches the bridge 
from either side. As I recall, it was not 
an extraordinarily beautiful tree. It was 
just an ordinary tree. But …

How vividly I can recall to mind 
the extraordinarily beautiful blue van-
da orchids which used to adorn the 
sparsely foliaged branches of  the tree. 
There were about half  a dozen of  them 
- those aerial fairies. Every November, 
they were a delight to tired eyes sore 
from the winter chill. And the tree on 
which they grew was positioned in 
such a way that the beautiful vandas 
were visible hundreds of  paces before 
one comes upon the bridge and they 
would remain in sight long after one 
has crossed the river. 

As it occurred to me that the tree 
with the half  a dozen or so vandas no 
longer stood there, a spurt of  anger 
surged through me. What vile hands 
had brought down the tree! What cruel 

currents of  the river must have despised 
those enchanting vandas which had 
enthralled thousands of  eyes over the 
decades!

Then it came to me that the tree had 
to make room for the retaining wall. It 
was a price, a small price, that we had 
to pay for development. Hundreds of  
trees with thousands of  even the rarest 
orchids cannot stand in the way of  de-
velopment. 

Yet a feeling of  numbness persists 
in me and things will never again be 
the same whenever I cross the Dzüza  
bridge. Perhaps. 

(This Editorial in ‘Ura Mai’ by my late 
uncle Chalie Kevichusa is being reproduced 

on the occasion of  his 25th death anniver-
sary. His life was cruelly ended by assassins’ 
bullets on September 23rd, 1992 in Fellow-
ship Colony Dimapur. 

Almost four decades (1978) since this 
Editorial was published the conflict between 
‘development’ and ‘destruction’ has only 
grown more ‘vile’. We see it in the sweeping 
changes across our landscape in the race for 
high rise buildings, new roads, power lines, 
tourist resorts, plantations etc … Develop-
ment is inevitable but does it have to come 
to come at a price where we never pause to 
question the price we are making nature 
pay? Should development lead to the ‘de-
scent of  decency’? The answer lies within.) 

 Bano Haralu

To,
The Secretary 
Ministry of  Rural Development
Govt. Of  India Krishi Bhavan
Dr. Rajendra Prasad Road.

Sir, 
It is good news that Aadhar is helping NREGA 

fund disburse Rs. 83,000/- cr. Via D.B.T. to the job 
card holders in rural villages in India from 1st Janu-
ary 2013 and 31st March 2017 without the notorious 
leakages of  the past as reported by Assocham.

However, on this issue, Nagaland is not so, where 
the poor villagers are being thoroughly fleeced of  
the entitlement of  the monetary benefits of  the job 
card holders by unscrupulous responsible persons 

of  the rural development. As per information re-
ceived from some job card holders of  a few villages, 
a job card holder on average receive only Rs 500/- 
(Five hundred) per annum out of  his entitlement of  
Rs. 17,700/- per annum. The huge balance of  Rs. 
17,200/- is lost in the notorious leakages. Moreover, 
it is learnt that in connivance with certain department 
some associations closely connected to rural develop-
ment has appealed to the Central Govt. To maintain 
only the old system of  NREGA funding in Nagaland, 
not adopting the notorious leakages proof  D.B.T. 
system. If  this appeal is conceded by Delhi, it will 
further the notorious leakage syndrome in Nagaland. 
So the Rural Development Department be directed to 
expedite the process of  D.B.T. without delay.

In order to ascertain the facts of  how much 
amount the money is received by a job card holders in 
every village per year in Nagaland, you may depute 
some officials from Delhi to interact with villagers of  
some villages including V.D.B. members and Village 
Council members in Nagaland, by organising public 
meeting on the issue. The result of  the interaction 
and meeting with the villagers will reveal the grim 
facts of  the notorious leakages. Help Vindicate the 
aim of  NREGA for the poor villagers.

Yours Sincerely
S. Limatemjen

Former M.L.A. and Author of  
Constituency Development

Fund in India

To the Governor of  Nagaland.
Most Excellent Governor,

I read your interaction with the Media Persons at 
Raj Bhavan Kohima on 19 September 2017 on De-
velopment of  Education, Cleanliness, Indigenous 
Sports and “need to have a befitting memorial for 
Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose and INA in Kohima in 
honor of  their sacrifices”.

Your novel Idea for development of  “Indigenous 
games” in Nagaland is very good. However; your 
“felt the need to have a befitting memorial for Netaji 
Subhas Chandra Bose and INA in Kohima in honor 
of  their sacrifices” and “to declare a Village as Na-
tional heritage Village” in his name is a little mis-
placed. It perturbs the feelings of  the indigenous of  
Nagaland.

You must have been unaware of  the sentiment of  
the Naga of  Nagaland against having Statues, Me-
morials and Figures of  Persons not connected with 
Naga History in public places for reverence. You 
may not have known Naga Culture has Kenyü (ta-
boo) for worship of  Humans (Themie Rüsuorüshu 
Kenyü).

People of  mainland India know the great sacri-
fices leaders like Gandhi, Nehru, Subhas Chandra 
Bose and Jinah etc made for the freedom of  the Sub-
Continent of  India and it is understandable they like 
to preserve their memory in honor.

The Naga however, did not know Subhas Chan-

dra Bose, except during 1944 war some INA came 
with the Japanese Soldiers to mostly Angami-Cha-
khesang Area and behaved less honorably. The Naga 
did not make any of  Indian National struggles.

None of  the elderly leaders of  Yarba-Chazou-
ba-Cheswezou-Rüzazo Area, before and during 
WWII, -Rev Sülehu, Vesalhü, Kevese, Veinei, Za-
dei, Pulemo, Havildar Dutsonyü of  Indian Army, 
General Dusoi of  Naga Army and Pudenyü Minis-
ter Nagaland, -all gone that side of  the River now; 
ever said anything of  Bose camping in the Area 
during the War. Subhas Bose story of  camping in 
Cheswezou is very recent.

My father accompanied the secret Chendit Col-
umn 76 of  the Allied forces behind the Japanese 
line fighting at Kohima. At Cheswezu the Column 
shot 6 unsuspecting Japanese in the Dak Bangalow 
there, on secret information gathered from the Vil-
lagers and passed on to the Column. He was award-
ed MBE for his Services to the allied afford by the 
Queen of  England.

Throughout their long march of  many days 
from Themokedi to Ciecha-Dzümetou-Cheswezou-
Thenyizou-Pfütsero-Phekrokedze-Kanjang-Jesami-
Ukhrul, no Villagers narrated of  any one Subhas 
Chandra Bose.

It was nice of  Lt old Puracho of  Thenyizu re-
cently (I had long hrs of  discussion with him on the 
Issue) produced the story of  the Subhas Chandra 
Bose camping in Cheswezuma during the War. He 

was very happy at the visit of  a Bengali Governor to 
his house. Some enthusiastic overdosed nice Bengali 
admirers of  Bose still today adamantly believe the 
great Son of  Bengol is still alive in incognito!

There is a signed and dated letter in beautiful 
female Handwriting, from Subhas Chandra Bose 
written when he was somewhere in the South East 
during the dying  days of  the war to his Soldiers in 
the Burma Theatre encouraging them to fight on to 
sure Victory but saying that he is sorry he could not 
come to them.

This must have been after a secret German Sub-
marine surfaced near the Coast of  Madagascar and 
a Japanese Submarine took him in and dived under 
the Water during the World War II.

The Writer in his small personal search, found 
no concrete clue except hearsay of  Subhas Chandra 
Bose ever come to Nagaland.

 The Naga is not foolish for nothing, any hefty 
Project in their reach is great attraction, and particu-
larly by their Governor, is irresistible!

The overwhelming sentiment of  the indigenous 
people of  Nagaland is against statues, memorials 
in public display of  Persons not connected to their 
History. We would request you please to respect our 
sentiment we respect yours.

Thank you.   
Yours sincerely

T. Solo

Lament for a Tree – Chalie Kevichusa

Aadhaar Helping NREGA Fund Disburse Rs. 83000 cr.

Please Respect Our Sentiments

(May 31, 1978, Ura Mail)

READERS’ MIRROR VIEWS & REVIEWS

This week, on the 18th Sep-
tember, Viyekha Rengma, 
member of  the first Nagaland 
Legislative Assembly (NLA 

), 1964, and also the first Rengma 
MLA, passed away. At his funeral, the 
constant eulogy was how the leader 
sacrificed his position for the Naga 
Cause when he along with other 11 
Democratic Party (DP) members re-
signed from the NLA to facilitate the 
Naga peace process- the 1964 ceasefire 
between India and Nagas, and the en-
suing peace-talks. The rest of  the 34 
ruling NNO (Nagaland Nationalist 
Organisation) members did not follow 
suit. While the circumstances were 
different then for me to critique their 
case, I’m inclined to believe that for 
him and the DP MLAs, helping to set-
tle the Naga issue was paramount than 
the position they held. 

Thus, the events of  1964 and to-
day present a very similar picture. 
2018 general election is around the 
corner and once again talk of  an im-
minent settlement is doing the rounds. 
Around this time in 2012, it was the 
same situation with Naga Settlement 
promised very soon. MLAs started 
posturing, declaring that the NLA will 

be vacated to pave way for an Interim 
Government. Nothing happened… 
except that both the National Workers 
and the new government started an-
other round of  equi-closeness. Today, 
it’s déjà vu all over again. According 
to grapevine, some politicians have al-
ready started lobbying for the post of  
Ato Kilonser in the interim govern-
ment. For some, it looks like they want 
to finish the exchequer before the in-
terim takes over. The first prize for the 
most over worked department of  2017 
goes to the State Finance Department. 
Again, some are desperately lobby-
ing for seats in the interim. Overall, 
it’s win-win situation for the MLAs. 
While on one hand they lobby for 
Interim positions, their other hand is 
busy with election preparation, ready 
to swim to either direction as per the 
situation. So far, none of  the MLAs is 
contemplating doing that thing which 
is perhaps the most right- resignation 
from the Nagaland Legislative Assem-
bly… and pressurize the GoI for a final 
Naga Settlement which is inclusive 
and democratic.

This is the right time for the NLA 
to give leadership to Nagas. Shout-
ing from the roof-top that one’s MLA 

seat will be given up to pave way for 
an Interim Government AFTER its 
announcement is NOT a sacrifice. It 
fools no one. Many writers have voiced 
their opinion about the contents of  the 
Frame-work Agreement published 
on the 16th September by Khekiye 
K. Sema, IAS (retd). Some have ex-
pressed fear. Some said it’s not work-
able. Some have said the FA is nothing 
but one-man rule. The Hon’ble MLAs 
should consider the following:

• Despite talks or rumours of  an 
imminent Settlement, it may not hap-
pen in the next 20 years and thus no 
Interim Government to warrant resig-
nations. 

• The challenge is to resign en-
masse at this juncture. This itself  is 
the message that the topmost priority 
of  the GoI should be settlement, not 
the 2018 Nagaland elections. Nagas 
in general desire solution before elec-
tions and therefore, the most appropri-
ate or symbolic gesture of  this desire 
is for all the Hon’ble MLAs to resign 
now. This push has been sorely miss-
ing from the Naga political narrative 
which only the MLAs can provide. 

• For many, the NLA symbol-
izes the divide and rule policy of  In-

dia. The hour of  redemption and glory 
is near but only if  the MLAs are pre-
pared to sacrifice for the greater Cause.

The MLAs as representatives of  
the people and their aspirations should 
aggressively shoulder the responsibili-
ty of  bringing about a Naga settlement 
which is inclusive and democratic. 
This desire can be best expressed when 
the August House resigns en-masse 
and gain the necessary moral voice. 
The ruling NPF at present is the pre-
cursor of  the DP of  1964. The NPF 
MLAs (and all the other MLAs) are in 
pole position to vindicate themselves 
by taking the most important deci-
sion which their 12 seniors first took 
in 1964. So will they take the cue and 
resign as done before? No action can 
be stronger and no sacrifice greater 
than this gesture to back the claim that 
Nagas desire inclusive and democratic 
settlement above everything else. Or 
should that sacrifice be left to the 12 
NPF MLAs led by Dr. Shurhozelie? 
Perhaps, the number 12 has signifi-
cance…

History beckons us again. Talk 
about coincidence.

Joel Naga

Who Will Resign For the Cause?

Blue Vanda (Vanda Coerulea)- Image: Bano Haralu
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Today’s ASTRO-PREDICTION

ARIES (MAR 21 - APR 19): Strange, exciting, 
and vivid dreams may inspire your creativity to-
day. You might want to try a new art form or 
study the works of  innovators. Romance and 

sex are especially important to you, Aries, though insecuri-
ties about a partner may restrain you from expressing your 
feelings. Take a chance - let the person know what you 
need right now. Your friend may be pleasantly surprised.

TAURUS (APR 20 - MAY 20): Concerns 
about your home or mother may mean you 
have to deal with some rather unpleasant or 
untrustworthy people. Lack of  knowledge 

could have you in a quandary about how to address the 
situation. It would be a good idea to prepare by gathering 
all the facts you might need. Stay centered and focused, 
Taurus, and use your inner strength to hold out for the 
best for all concerned.

GEMINI (MAY 21 - JUN 21): Juicy but per-
haps unkind gossip might reach you today. You 
may doubt the motives of  a close friend. Exam-
ine any tips you receive and ascertain the true 

facts before you accept it as truth. Much of  the informa-
tion is likely to be wrong. Your imagination is flying high, 
so you might want to try writing or drawing.

CANCER (JUN 22 - JUL 22): Money matters 
may seem vague today, Cancer. Uncertainty 
about how to manage your affairs might plague 
you throughout the day. Planning for the im-

mediate future could also be difficult. You may be expect-
ing some funds that may not come yet, or you might not 
be certain if  you need to make a specific purchase. Keep 
occupied. You can’t rush it, and obsessing does no good.

LEO (JUL 23 - AUG 22): Troubles in the fam-
ily may have you toying with the idea of  mov-
ing or at least making some changes in your 
household. Someone close to you hasn’t been 

honest with you, Leo, and that also has you feeling a bit 
down. Kick around as many ideas as you can, but don’t 
make any decisions today. It isn’t the time. Wait until 
you’re in a more positive and optimistic state of  mind.

VIRGO (AUG 23 - SEP 22): Your intuition and 
imagination are operating at a very high level to-
day, and you may be inspired to write. However, 
you aren’t likely to have enough ideas or informa-

tion to actually put pen to paper. There’s no rush, though. 
Take some time to allow the ideas to crystallize and set 
them down later. Someone in a bad mood may draw you 
into a quarrel. Brush it off and say you’re busy!

LIBRA (SEP 23 - OCT 22): There may be 
doubt about the outcome of  a project that 
means a lot to you. It may involve financial 
problems or lack the support from others that 

you require in order to complete it. Your doubts are most 
likely groundless, Libra, but it doesn’t hurt to hedge your 
bets a little and seek what you need elsewhere. This is 
likely to be a temporary delay. All signs indicate success.

SCORPIO (OCT 23 - NOV 21): Your mind 
might be on power struggles that have caused 
quarrels among your friends, placing you in an 
uncomfortable position. Conflicting loyalties 

might come up when others draw you into the fray, Scor-
pio. Stay out of  it! You could get angry, and this wouldn’t 
do you any good. Think of  something else until you calm 
down and regain your perspective.

SAGITTARIUS (NOV 22 - DEC 21): Day-
dreams and fantasies about faraway lands and 
exotic places might have you thinking about 
dropping everything and taking off  for a while. 

You aren’t usually impulsive, Sagittarius, but today you 
feel restless. If  you have no obligations, and if  weather 
permits, go someplace where you can experience a 
change of  scenery. We all need it from time to time.

CAPRICORN (DEC 22 - JAN 19): Sudden 
demands on your resources by others may 
have you feeling used. You may be asked for 
a loan. Your doubts about the person’s abil-

ity to repay might conflict with your sympathy for his or 
her situation. Your intuition is good today, Capricorn, so 
use it to read the true motives of  those asking for favors. 
Grant only the ones you feel are appropriate.

AQUARIUS (JAN 20 - FEB 18): Melancholy 
that doesn’t seem to have any basis in reality 
may plague you today, causing friends, family, 
and your partner to worry. On days like this, 

Aquarius, it’s best not to give in to gloom, but rather to 
throw yourself  into work and projects you love. Even 
though you may not feel like socializing, the company of  
others can get your mind back on track.

PISCES (FEB 19 - MAR 20): Today, Pisces, 
you may feel out of  sorts. You probably aren’t 
ill, but you may be tired. You could also suffer 
from vague aches and pains that are most likely 

related to stress. Take the day off  and relax. Soak in a tub 
and read a book. Your imagination is working overtime 
and you need to get your mind off  your malaise. Fantasy 
novels may be your best bet!

The Wire went through India’s statements made 
at international meetings on refugees to check 
other references to non-refoulement over the last 
two decades.
When the Ministry of  Home Affairs, on behalf  of  the 
government of  India, in its affidavit before the Supreme 
Court, submitted that India, as a non-signatory to the 
1951 United Nations Refugee Convention, was not 
obliged to adhere to the principle of  non-refoulement, this 
was a reversal of  India’s publicly stated position made at 
various international fora over the years.

Non-refoulement is a principle in international law 
that stops a country from returning a person to a place 
where they would be at risk of  persecution.

The Supreme Court had asked the government to file 
its view on the case brought by two Rohingya refugees 
against a proposal to deport the 40,000 strong-communi-
ty, out of  which 14,000 had been certified by the United 
Nations High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR).

In the affidavit, the home ministry’s joint secretary 
(foreigners) said that non-refoulement or the “prohibition 
of  return” was a “codified provision” in the 1951 Conven-
tion. The affidavit added:

“It is submitted that this obligation is binding only in 
respect of  the states which are parties to the convention. 
Since India is not a party to the said convention, or the 
said protocol, the obligations contained therein are not ap-
plicable to India.”

t also claimed that while India is a party to the Inter-
national Covenant on Civil and Political Rights, the scope 
of  this multilateral treaty does not extend to the principle 
of  non-refoulement.

The Indian Express had reported on September 19 
that the home ministry’s affidavit  contradicted the Indian 
position put forth at a discussion on refugees at the UN-
HRC in July this year.

“We support the concept of  burden sharing, including 
relocation of  refugees on case to case basis, that too with 
the consent of  the refugees. While doing so, we need to be 
cautious not to open the path for re-defining the Refugee 
Convention and its protocol, and in no case diluting the 
principle of  ‘non-refoulement’,” said Anil K. Rai, coun-
sellor (humanitarian affairs) at the permanent mission of  
India to the UN in Geneva on July 10, at the first thematic 
discussion towards a global compact on refugees.

It turns out that this endorsement of  the principle of  
non-refoulement was no one-off  occurrence.

The Wire went through India’s statements made at 
international meetings on refugees to check other refer-
ences to non-refoulement over the last two decades. The 
multilateral platforms included meetings of  the executive 
and standing committee of  the UNHCR, the UN Human 
Rights Council (UNHRC) and the UN General Assem-
bly’s third committee in New York.

It was apparent from perusing those statements that 
India’s position on non-refoulement went beyond Rai’s 
remarks, which arguably only expressed concern at the 
dilution of  this principle in a treaty which New Delhi has 
not signed.

Rather, India had repeatedly asserted on the interna-
tional stage that it had always “abided” by this principle, 
despite not being a signatory to the Refugee Convention. 
In fact, India has rounded on the European Union-Turkey 
refugee deal for violating this principle and has even ad-
vised Australia to introduce non-refoulement into its legal 
system.

In March 2016, the EU and Turkey signed a deal to 
stem the waves of  Syrian refugees headed for Europe, in 
return for incentives like financial aid and visa-free travel. 
The UN’s refugee agency had claimed that this deal vio-
lated the heart of  the 1951 Refugee Convention. And In-
dia agreed.

At a preparatory workshop in Delhi for the World Hu-
manitarian Summit in Istanbul, then external affairs min-
istry secretary (west) Sujata Mehta, on May 6, 2016, said:

“Let me say that efforts such as the EU-Turkey deal, 
which tries to stem the flow of asylum seekers and irregu-
lar migrants travelling across the Aegean Sea from Turkey 
to the Greek islands is apparently a deviation from the 
1951 UN Refugee Convention and its 1967 Protocol, as 
the latter obligates the receiving states’ parties to provide 
protection to people in need, and also adhere to the prin-
ciple of  non-refoulement.”

India’s discomfort with the EU-Turkey deal was 
largely to do with the belief  that the terms ‘migrants’ and 
‘refugees’ are being used interchangeably – which Mehta 
pointed out “limits the obligations of  countries of  refuge 
to provide protection to refugees”.

Incidentally, at the National Human Rights Commis-
sion on Thursday, home minister Rajnath Singh claimed 
that Rohingyas were not refugees, but “illegal immigrants” 
as they had not applied for political asylum.

Spelling out the difference between the two terms, Me-
hta had noted last year that refugees are those who move 
out of  their countries of  origin because of  threat to their 
lives and are in need of  protection.

Unlike refugees, countries have the right to deny or 
admit migrants. Therefore, western countries often tight-
ened their migration policy as a populist measure to stop 
refugees. Not surprisingly, New Delhi had not been in fa-
vour of  this approach, as Indian professionals then find it 
harder to get past the door.

“…international migration should be seen in the 
context of  demand and supply of  workforce. Hence, the 
emphasis in such cases should be on the developmental 
dimension of  migration,” Mehta argued.

India’s affection for the principle of  non-refoulement 
can also be demonstrated by its recommendation to Aus-
tralia to include this protection for refugees in its legal 
code.

“We recommend adequate steps to promote and pro-
tect the rights of  asylum seekers, refugees and migrants. In 
this regard, we urge the government to review the policy 
of  mandatory immigration detention and to codify the ob-
ligation of  non-refoulement in migration laws,” India told 
Australia during its 2nd Universal Periodic Review cycle 
at the UNHRC on November 9, 2015.

India’s advice to Australia came in the background of  
rising criticism of Canberra’s policy of  turning back boats 
and pushing for third-country detention of  asylum seek-
ers.

It is significant that India suggested to another country 
that it ‘codify’ non-refoulement, especially when this prin-
ciple is not explicitly part of  Indian law. Instead, refugees 
in India get legal protection based on Article 21 of  the 
Indian constitution and adherence to certain international 
treaties.

India had refused to sign the 1951 convention and 
protocol on the ground that the international treaties were 
tailored to the post-war European conditions and could 
not be applied to the massive movement of  populations in 
the subcontinent.

However, New Delhi – whichever government has 
been at the helm – has always pronounced at nearly all 
meetings that India voluntarily follows the Convention’s 
fundamental principle of  non-refoulement and will al-
ways continue to do so.

“There was a long history of  large communities seek-
ing shelter in India. Those seeking refuge had never been 
turned away; India had time and again demonstrated its 
commitment to the principles of  protection,” Indian dip-
lomat Mayank Joshi told the third committee on Novem-
ber 3, 2016.

The UN General Assembly’s third committee – which 
deals with items related to human rights issues – usually 
has a discussion on the report of  the UNHCR in Novem-
ber every year.

At the November 2015 meeting, Rahul Kaswan, a BJP 

MP from Rajasthan who 
was part of  the official Indi-
an delegation, asserted that 
India had always been com-
mitted to not turning away 
refugees. As per the UN 
records of  the meeting, Ka-
wan said that his “country 
had clearly demonstrated at 
all times its commitment to 
the principles of  protection 
and non-refoulement”.

A month earlier, Ajit 
Kumar, India’s then perma-
nent representative to UN 
in Geneva, had taken part 
in the general debate at the 
66th session of  the UNH-
CR’s executive committee.

“India’s assimilative 
civilisational heritage, in-
herent capabilities as a state 
with a good record of  non-
refoulement, hosting and 
assimilating refugees gives 
us a rounded perspective on 
dealing with matters per-
taining to refugees and other persons of  concern,” he said 
on October 7, 2015.

Receiving refugees and migrants was an Indian tradi-
tion since millennia, said Kumar. “We remain committed 
to these principles as these have been part of  Indian ethos 
and civilisation,” he said.

One year before that, Kumar’s deputy at the time, B.N. 
Reddy, had stated that India had an “abiding commit-
ment” to non-refoulement of  refugees, who have assured 
rights under the constitution.

“Our protection regime is based on the fundamental 
rights guaranteed by the Indian constitution and other 
relevant legal provisions. We have time and again dem-
onstrated our abiding commitment to the principles of  
protection and non-refoulement,” he said.

This reference to the rights of  the refugees under the 
Indian constitution was again asserted by India a month 
later across the Atlantic. “India’s refugee assistance pro-
grammes were funded entirely by the government, whose 
protection regime was based on the fundamental rights 
guaranteed by the Indian constitution and other relevant 
provisions,” said the official summary of  the November 5, 
2014 meeting, quoting Joshi.

These remarks were, obviously, a continuation in poli-
cy as made clear from previous Indian statements.

During UPA-2, Samajwadi Party MP Arvind Kumar 
Singh, a member of  the Indian delegation, reiterated at 
the third committee in 2013 that India had “clearly dem-
onstrated its commitment to the principles of  protection 
and non-refoulement”.

After returning to the Rajya Sabha as a BJP member, 
Najma Heptullah was part of  the Indian delegation to the 
UN General Assembly in 2012, where she asserted that In-
dia “would continue to provide protection for refugees un-
der its laws”. Two years earlier, the late BJP leader Gopi-
nath Munde had also referred to India’s commitment “to 
humanitarian concerns, including the principles of  princi-
ples of  protection and non-refoulement…” This point had 
also been made by Congress’s Rajeev Shukla in 2008 and 
People’s Democratic Party’s Mufti Mohammed Sayeed 
talked of  guarantees under the constitution in 2006.

As far as back in 2001, Indian diplomat R.N. Prasad 
had said at the UNHCR that the Indian judiciary had tak-
en care of  the rights of  refugees. “With regard to refugees’ 
access to courts and the justice system, he said, “courts in 
India had laid down certain markers for refugees based on 
the principle of  the right to life and liberty of  all persons 
residing in the national territory.”

After the Syrian crisis
The unravelling of  Syria which began in 2011 had a vis-
ible impact on its neighbours by the middle of  2012. In 
Africa, the fight between government forces and Tuareg 
rebels started in January 2012 and over 250,000 Malians 
fled after a coup in the month of  March. At the same time, 
a drought in Somalia led to the movement of  a large popu-
lation to Kenya and Ethiopia.

Against that backdrop, India, at the meeting of  UN-
HCR’s standing committee on June 26, 2012, sought to 
stress the fundamental principle of  non-refoulement and 
insisted that any return of  refugees has  to be voluntary:

“…we believe that the principle of  non-refoulement 
is pivotal to the safety and security of  the international 
protection system for the well-being of  refugees. While we 
recognise the political complexities that limit the imple-
mentation of  voluntary return in many cases, as states, 
we need to recognise that voluntary return remains the 
primary option for refugees and therefore, have a respon-
sibility, through bilateral and regional, political dialogue 
amongst ourselves, towards reassuring the refugees of  safe 
and stable return to their countries of  origin. We would 
therefore like to urge caution, in allowing issues relating 
to asylum and migration to intersect.

In the context of  India of  not needing to sign up to 
the 1951 convention, Indian delegations had pointed out 
that it had already done a “successful repatriation of  a 
large number of  refugees through bilateral arrangements 

without any multilateral assistance”. Congress’s B.K. 
Hariprasad raised this is in November 2009, but it was a 
common talking point which was reflected several state-
ments over the years.

India has still now repatriated two major groups of  ref-
ugees through bilateral agreements – Sri Lankan Tamils 
and Chakma tribals to Bangladesh. However, it is difficult 
to see how a bilateral pact can be reached in the case of  
the Rohingya refugees, with Myanmar not accepting them 
as citizens.

In October 2004, the then Indian ambassador to the 
UN in Geneva, Hardeep Puri, who is now minister of  
state for housing and urban affairs, had expressed appre-
hension that the international refugee law framework was 
threatened by “increasing xenophobic tendencies, viola-
tions of  the principle of  non-refoulement and new barriers 
in traditional countries of  resettlement”. In that context, 
he had said that it was “important not to regionalise refu-
gee situations, since that could be construed as an attempt 
to contain refugee movements”.

Two years earlier, during the Vajpayee government, 
Puri similarly shared the concern of  the UN high com-
missioner for refugees that “the principle of  the right to 
asylum had been called into question in certain coun-
tries”. “Today more than ever, the international commu-
nity should reaffirm its commitment to the principle of  
non-refoulement and the protection of  the basic rights and 
security of  refugees,” he said at the standing committee 
meeting of  the UNHCR on October 2002.

As the post 9/11 Afghan invasion and fighting led to 
another wave of  refugees in 2001, India’s representative, 
R.N. Prasad, on at the UNHCR executive committee meet-
ing on November 21 that year, lamented the fact that coun-
tries were not welcoming asylum seekers as in earlier years.

“…We have had in the recent past shocking instances 
of  asylum seekers being literally hounded out and chased. 
We are cognisant of  the fact that there is indeed abuse of  
the asylum system. We also recognise the legitimate rights 
of  state to control illegal immigration and to take meas-
ures to prevent abuse of  the institution of  asylum. But 
the moot point is: how far may the states go in preventing 
such abuse? Can state adopt any methods? If  we accept 
the premise that there is a minimum core content of  hu-
man rights which apply to everybody in all situations, then 
obviously there are limits to what the states may do. The 
human rights of  the asylum seekers cannot and should 
not be given a go by.

Prasad had earlier expressed concern at the “tendency 
to define asylum-seekers and even refugees as primarily 
“illegal migrants”, “economic migrants” or “famine vic-
tims”, inter alia”. “There had to be a reaffirmation of  the 
principle of  non-refoulement, to which no reservations 
were permitted, and also, as the note rightly pointed out, 
of  the principle of  international solidarity and burden 
sharing,” he asserted.

The oldest Indian policy statement that The Wire could 
find with a reference to non-refoulement was in 1997.

Arundhati Ghose, who was then posted as India’s PR 
in Geneva, prefigured Prasad’s words when she said that it 
was “unfortunate that political refugees were being treated 
as potential illegal economic migrants”.

“It appeared that signatories to the 1951 Convention 
were derogating from its provisions by introducing new 
concepts such as “temporary protection” and questioning 
the fundamental principle of  non-refoulement”.

She also took Europe to task for hiding behind nation-
al security to sacrifice the “crucial principles” of  the right 
to asylum and non-refoulement.

“Unilateral solutions, such as the EU’s recent decision 
to restrict access to asylum because of  the threat to secu-
rity in its member states, were not the right path,” she said 
in October 13, 1997.

Speaking at the UN refugee agency’s executive com-
mittee, Ghose asserted that terrorism should be addressed 
in a “collective manner”. “An open, transparent and mul-
tilateral process was the best means of  ensuring a balance 
between refugees’ need for protection and the legitimate 
security concerns of  states,” she said, 20 years ago.

Modi Government Affidavit on Rohingya Refugees 
Reverses India’s Long-Held Stand on Non-Refoulement

Non-refoulement is a principle in international law that stops a country from returning a person to a 
place where he or she would be at risk.            Credit: Reuters

Hosna Ara Begum, 30, a UNHCR staff member talks with newly arrived Rohingya refugees. Credit: UNHCR
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An injured person being shifted to SHMS hospital after he was in-
jured in Tral grenade attack in Srinagar on Thursday.

PTI

External Affairs Minister Sushma Swaraj at BRICS Meet at the United Nations in New York on Thursday. PTI

NEWS IN BRIEF
Antique idols worth Rs 3 cr. 
seized, ten persons arrested
Indore, Sep. 21 (PTI): Indore police today claimed to 
have busted a gang involved in illegal trade of antiques 
with the arrest of ten persons and seizure of three metal 
idols worth more than Rs 3 crore in the international 
market. The police laid a trap after being tipped off  that 
three ancient idols made from ‘ashta-dhaatu’ (eight-
metal alloy) had been put up for sale on a WhatsApp 
group of real estate businessmen in the city. Policemen 
acted as ‘decoy’ customers and nabbed the accused who 
were trying to sell off  the idols, said Deputy Inspector 
General of Police H C Mishra. Idols of Naag-kanya and 
Ganesh, both around 400 years old, and another Ganesh 
idol which is around a hundred years old were seized 
from them, Mishra told reporters here.

Asaram witness murder case: 
Accused beaten up by deceased’s wife 
Muzaffarnagar, Sep. 21 (PTI): The main accused in 
the murder of a prime witness in the rape case against 
self-styled godman Asaram was beaten up with slippers 
by the deceased’s wife on the premises of a court where 
he was produced today. Kartik Haldar, who is alleged 
to have murdered Akhil Gupta (35) in the district on 
January 11, 2015, was arrested by the anti-terrorism 
squad (ATS) of Gujarat from Raipur in March last year. 
Haldar, who is lodged in the Karnal jail in Haryana, was 
brought here on the directions of the local court. Chief  
Judicial Magistrate Gopal Tiwari sent him to judicial 
custody till October 4.

‘Punished’ by class teacher, Class 
5 student commits suicide
Gorakhpur (UP), Sep. 21 (PTI): A Class 5 student 
allegedly committed suicide at his home in the Shahpur 
area here after he was “punished” by his class teacher, 
police said today. Navneet (11), a student of St. Anthony 
School, consumed poison on September 15 after his class 
teacher “punished” him, his father Ravi Prakash said 
in a complaint to the police. The boy was admitted to 
a hospital, where he died yesterday. After his death, his 
family members found a suicide note in his bag in which 
he blamed the class teacher for taking the extreme step, 
the police said.

Kerala, TN decide to hold talks 
on inter-state water disputes
Chennai, Sep. 21 (PTI): Kerala Chief Minister Pinarayi 
Vijayan today called on his Tamil Nadu counterpart K 
Palaniswami here and the two decided to hold official-
level talks to solve the water disputes between the two 
states. A press release of the Tamil Nadu government 
described Vijayan’s meeting with Palaniswami as a 
“courtesy call”. At the meeting, “they decided to hold 
official-level talks towards solving the inter-state water 
sharing disputes”, it said. “Officials from the two 
states will soon hold talks,” it added. Later, speaking to 
reporters, Vijayan said the people of the two states were 
like brothers and stressed on talks to put an end to the 
water-sharing disputes.

First Scorpene submarine 
delivered to Indian Navy

Militants attack cavalcade of Kashmir min., 3 killed

Orissa HC ex-Judge, five others 
in CBI custody in graft case 

Palaniswami assures Vijayan of all help in probing chit fund scam

SC allows two minor rape victims to terminate pregnancies

BRICS must end terrorism’s ‘support systems in South Asia’, says Sushma

Dawood in ‘setting’ with govt. to 
return to India — Raj Thackeray

Ex-CM Narayan Rane, son Nilesh quit Congress 
Sindhudurg (Maharash-
tra), Sep. 21 (IANS): The 
Maharashtra Congress re-
ceived a strong jolt when 
senior leader and former 
Chief  Minister Narayan T. 
Rane and his son Nilesh, an 
ex-MP, quit the party here 
on Thursday.

“I have sent my resig-
nation letter to Congress 
President Sonia Gandhi. I 
was promised the post of  
CM four times, but it was 
not honoured by the par-
ty,” Rane told a jampacked 
media conference here in 
the afternoon. He also quit 
as Member of  Legislative 
Council.

He claimed he was 
“used and exploited” by 
the Congress for 12 years 
since he joined in July 2005, 
to secure the support of his 
loyalist legislators and party 
activists and his political 
experience.

A m i d  s p e c u l a t i o n 
that he is likely to join the 
Bharatiya Janata Party, 
Rane said he would embark 
on a tour of  Maharashtra 
from tomorrow (Friday) 

New Delh i ,  Sep.  21 
(IANS): In a historic mo-
ment, the first Scorpene 
submarine Kalvari was de-
livered to the Indian Navy 
at the Mazagon Dock Ltd 
shipyard, paving way for it 
to be commissioned soon.

The contract for the 
construction and transfer-
of-technology for six Scor-
pene submarines in series 
was signed in October 2005 
with M/s DCNS of France 
as ‘collaborator’ and Maza-
gon Dock Shipbuilders Ltd 
(MDL) as ‘builder’. 

Kalvari is named after 
the dreaded Tiger Shark, a 
deadly deep sea predator of  
the Indian Ocean. 

The first Kalvari, com-
missioned in December 
1967 was also the first sub-
marine of the Indian Navy. 
It was decommissioned on 
May 31, 1996 after almost 
30 years of service, a state-
ment said. 

“In true nautical tradi-

tion, she will now be re-
incarnated, by Mazagon 
Dock, once again a power-
ful predator of  the deep, 
guarding the vast maritime 
interests of our nation,” the 
statement said.

“Coming in the 50th 
year of  Indian submarine 
operations (which is being 
celebrated as the Golden 
Jubilee of  the Submarine 
Arm), the occasion has that 
extra special significance,” 
it added. 

The new submarine has 
superior stealth features 
such as advanced acoustic 
silencing techniques, low 
radiated noise levels, hy-
dro-dynamically optimised 
shape and the ability to 
launch a crippling attack on 
the enemy using precision 
guided weapons. 

“The attack can be 
launched with both torpe-
does and tube launched 
anti-ship missiles, whilst 
underwater or on surface,” 

it added.
Scorpene submarines 

can undertake multifarious 
types of missions like anti-
surface warfare, anti-sub-
marine warfare, intelligence 
gathering, mine laying and 
area surveillance. 

“The submarine is de-
signed to operate in all thea-
tres, with means provided 
to ensure interoperability 
with other components of  
a Naval Task Force. It is 
a potent platform, mark-
ing a generational shift in 
submarine operations,” the 
statement added.

The second of the Scor-
penes under construction 
at MDL, Khanderi, was 
launched in January 2017, 
and is currently undergoing 
the rigorous phase of  sea 
trials. The third Scorpene, 
Karanj, is being readied for 
launch later this year. The 
remaining submarines are 
in various stages of  outfit-
ting, it added.

Srinagar, Sep. 21 (IANS): 
Three civilians were killed 
and 30 others, including 
security personnel, injured 
when militants hurled a 
grenade at the cavalcade of  
Jammu and Kashmir Min-
ister Naeem Akhtar in Tral 
town on Thursday.

A woman was among 
the three civilians killed, 
while the injured included 
21 civilians, seven CRPF 
troopers and two local po-
licemen. The militants car-
ried out the grenade attack 
near the main bus stand in 
Tral in Pulwama district. 

Union Home Minister 
Rajnath Singh, Governor 
N.N. Vohra and Chief Min-
ister Mehbooba Mufti called 
up Roads and Buildings 
Minister Naeem Akhtar 
asking about his welfare in 
the aftermath of the attack.

State police chief  S.P. 
Vaid who was earlier quoted 
as saying that PDP leader 
and cabinet minister Naeem 
Akhtar was the target, later 
denied having said so.

The police chief said all 
VIP cavalcades are targets 

New Delhi, Sep. 21 (IANS): 
Retired Orissa High Court Judge 
I.M. Quddusi and five others were 
arrested by the CBI on the charge 
of  helping an educational trust 
barred from admitting medical 
course students and sent in four-
day CBI custody on Thursday, an 
official said.

Those arrested on Wednesday 
night along with Quddusi after 
questioning in a corruption case, 
wherein an Uttar Pradesh-based 
educational trust barred by the gov-
ernment for admitting students for 
two years, were B.P. Yadav, Palash 
Yadav, Biswanath Agrawala and 
Ram Dev Saraswat, the Central 
Bureau of Investigation (CBI) of-
ficial told IANS.

Sixth accused Bhawana Pandey 
was arrested here on Thursday, the 
official said.

Quddusi and other accused 
were presented on Thursday before 
Special Judge Manoj Jain, who 
allowed the CBI to quiz them till 
September 25.

The CBI sought their custody 
on the ground that they were re-

quired to be confronted with each 
other to unearth the entire con-
spiracy in the case.

The agency had registered a 
case of  criminal conspiracy and 
under the Prevention of  Corrup-
tion Act against the accused on 
Tuesday and conducted raids at 
eight locations in Delhi, Lucknow 
and Bhubaneswar.

During the raids, including at 
Quddusi’s residence in south Del-
hi’s Greater Kailash area, the CBI 
seized Rs 1.91 crore, including Rs 
1 crore from middleman Agrawala 
and Rs 91 lakh from others. 

The accused would be pre-
sented in a court here to seek their 
custody, the official said.

The CBI FIR said B.P. Yadav 
and Palash Yadav were managing 
the Lucknow-based Prasad Educa-
tional Trust which runs the Prasad 
Institute of Medical Sciences.

The institute is among 46 col-
leges barred by the government 
from admitting medical course 
students for two years (till 2019) 
because of  substandard facilities 
and non- fulfilment of criteria.

Chennai/Thiruvananthapuram, Sep. 21 (IANS): 
Tamil Nadu Chief Minister K. Palaniswami on Thurs-
day assured his Kerala counterpart Pinarayi Vijayan 
of help in probing Nirmal chit fund scam case where 
more than 20,000 investors were duped to the extent 
of Rs 2,000 crore.

Vijayan had called on Palaniswami at his office in 
Chennai on Thursday.

A statement issued from Vijayan’s office said that 
Palaniswami has assured him that all the necessary 
directions will be given to the Tamil Nadu Police team 
probing the chit fund scam case.

Both the Tamil Nadu and Kerala Police have al-
ready started their independent probes but there was 
no coordination.

Vijayan has said that for a better and effective 
probe, the Kerala Police is willing to transfer the details 
they have gathered in the case and that a joint probe 
can also take place.

It has been a month since angry depositors are 
on the streets protesting before the office of the now 
closed down chit fund. In the past few days, they have 
also blocked traffic.

The Crime Branch division of the Kerala Police 
has taken statements from more than 2,500 depositors 
in the state who have lost money.

The depositors were caught unawares when they 
found that chit fund owner Nirmal Krishnan had filed 
an insolvency petition, seeking the court intervention 
to repay the depositors by liquidating his assets.

New Delhi, Sep. 21 (PTI): The 
Supreme Court today allowed two 
minor rape victims from Delhi and 
Bengaluru to abort their foetus 
while observing that the medical 
boards have said termination of  
pregnancy was permissible in these 
two cases.

A bench headed by Chief Jus-
tice Dipak Misra perused the 
reports of  the medical boards of  
the AIIMS and Bangalore Medi-
cal College and Research Institute, 
where both the minors were exam-

ined in pursuance to its orders.
The bench, also comprising 

Justices Amitava Roy and A M 
Khanwilkar, directed preservation 
of the terminated foetus for DNA 
sampling during the investigation 
in both the cases.

As per the medical report from 
AIIMS, there was no risk involved 
in aborting the foetus of a 13-year-
old girl, who is in her 23rd week of  
pregnancy.

Similarly, the medical board 
of the Bengaluru hospital opined 

that the 24-week-old foetus of the 
17-year-old girl can be aborted.

The bench said that medical 
expense of the process of termina-
tion of pregnancy would be borne 
by the respective states.

Section 3(2)(b) of the Medical 
Termination of Pregnancy (MTP) 
Act prohibits abortion of a foetus 
after 20 weeks of pregnancy.

Both the rape survivors had 
approached the apex court seeking 
its permission to abort their respec-
tive foetus.

United Nations, Sep. 21 
(IANS): India’s Exter-
nal Affairs Minister Su-
shma Swaraj on Thursday 
said that the five-member 
BRICS, which includes 
China, should work to end 
terrorism’s “support sys-
tems in South Asia,” mak-
ing a pointed reference to 
Beijing’s ally, Islamabad.

At a ministerial-level 

meeting of  BRICS here, 
she said without nam-
ing any country: “Terror 
groups draw sustenance 
from support systems in 
South Asia.”

“Terrorist funding, their 
weapons supply, training 
and political support must 
be systematically cut off,” 
she said sitting around the 
same table as China’s For-

eign Minister Wang Yi. 
“There is need for collective 
efforts to disrupt terrorist 
networks, their financing 
and movement.”

China has repeated-
ly blocked efforts to put 
United Nations sanction 
on Pakistan-based Jaish-e-
Mohammed chief Masood 
Azhar, who India says is 
the mastermind of  the 

2016 terrorist attack on the 
Pathankot air force base. It 
has also protected Pakistan 
from action for protecting 
those under UN sanctions.

“We must condemn ef-
forts, including by states, to 
use religion to justify, sus-
tain and sponsor terrorism 
against other countries,” 
Sushma Swaraj told the 
ministers from also other 

Mumbai, Sep. 21 (IANS): Fugitive 
mafia don Dawood Ibrahim Kaskar 
wants to return to India and is nego-
tiating a settlement with the BJP-led 
government at the Centre, Maharash-
tra Navnirman Sena President Raj 
Thackeray said here on Thursday.

Making the sensational claim, 
Thackeray said that Dawood is now 
very sick and crippled, and is very 
keen to return to India and breathe his 
last in his motherland.

“He is currently engaged in a ‘set-
ting’ with the government, and this 
could happen,” Thackeray said at a 
huge gathering to launch his official 
Facebook Page.

However, he alleged that the ruling 
Bharatiya Janata Party will exploit it 
politically by claiming that it managed 
to bring the absconder don to India.

“I want to tell you this in advance. 
It is that man (Dawood) who is keen 
to return... But, the BJP will claim 
credit for this to win the next elec-
tions,” Thackeray claimed.

Dawood is the architect of India’s 
biggest single terror attack so far - the 
March 12, 1993 Mumbai terror strikes 
which killed 257 and injured hundreds 

others.
Starting out as a petty smuggler 

in the Mumbai docks in the 1970s, he 
quickly climbed up in the underworld 
and now ranks among the globally 
most wanted terrorists. He is said to 
be hiding in Pakistan.

Thackeray also criticized the BJP 
and Prime Minister Narendra Modi 
on various grounds, including the re-
cently launched Ahmedabad-Mumbai 
bullet train project, the Swachh Bharat 
Mission and demonetization.

“Big promises were made -- this 
will be done and that will be done... 
But there were only speeches and 
diversions - first yoga, then taking 
brooms for cleaning up, now foot-
ball... Except changing the colour of  
currency notes, there is no change in 
the country,” Thackeray declared.

He described the BJP as “an 
inverted pyramid” which would col-
lapse if  the “two pillars” (implying 
Modi and BJP President Amit Shah) 
are shaken.

The MNS chief  lashed out at 
Modi for making “false propaganda” 
and duping the very people who voted 
for him with great faith.

Calcutta HC lifts Bengal ban 
on Durga idol immersion
Kolkata, Sep. 21 (IANS): The 
Calcutta High Court on Thurs-
day lifted all the restrictions on 
Durga Puja immersion imposed 
by the West Bengal government, 
allowing it till 12 a.m. on all days 
including on ‘Ashura’, the tenth 
day of  the Islamic month of  
Muharram.

Terming the government’s 
directive as “arbitrary”, the court 
asked police to designate sepa-
rate routes for Durga Puja im-
mersions, and Tazia processions 
on the occasion of  Muharram, 
in the city and ensure adequate 
security for both.

The bench headed by Acting 
Chief  Justice Rakesh Tiwary 
gave the orders while hearing 
three PILs challenging the re-
strictions on immersion of idols 
at the end of the five-day Durga 
Puja festival.

“The court said the state 
cannot hinder a citizen’s right to 
practise religion assuming that 
there will be law and order prob-
lems and asked the government 
to provide ‘concrete grounds’ 

for its decision to restrict the im-
mersion,” a counsel associated 
with the case said after the High 
Court’s order.

“The court has asked the 
state government to diversify 
the routes of processions on the 
occasion of Durga Puja immer-
sion and Tazia and ensure that 
the routes do not overlap in any 
way. The state is also advised 
to widely publicise the allotted 
routes for respective processions 
among people so that there is no 
confusion,” he added.

The government banned idol 
immersion after 10 p.m. on Sep-
tember 30 - Dashami - when the 
Durga Puja ends. The Muslim 
community will mark Ashura on 
October 1.

The decision started a contro-
versy as BJP and RSS termed the 
state’s order as unconstitutional. 
BJP President Amit Shah ques-
tioned the order and accused 
the West Bengal government of  
resorting to appeasement poli-
tics, looking at the vote bank of  
a certain community.

Narayan T. Rane

before announcing the next 
course of action by Dusse-
hra.

He also launched a 
scathing attack on state 
Congress President Ashok 
Chavan whom he has al-
ways accused of  “destroy-
ing the party” in Mahar-
ashtra.

“ I  sha l l  p rove  my 
strength to Ashok Chavan. 
I will show him whether the 
people are with him or with 
me... Many more Congress 
leaders shall follow suit. My 

son Nilesh and I have now 
become ‘Congress-mukt’ 
and have nothing to do with 
the party,” declared Rane.

He warned that the state 
Congress and Shiv Sena 
will soon become “vacant” 
as many leaders, including 
27 Shiv Sena legislators, 
are “in touch” with him, 
and are ready to quit their 
respective parties.

The 65-year old strong-
man from the Konkan de-
clared that he never han-
kered for any post, but 

“posts came to me” and he 
had no regrets of any kind.

Accusing the Congress 
of “duping” him on several 
occasions, Rane said senior 
Congressman Ahmed Patel 
had assured him that he 
would be made the Chief  
Minister in six months, but 
nothing happened for years.

“Even Madam (Sonia 
Gandhi) told me twice that 
we shall make you CM, but 
it was never fulfilled. When 
Rahul Gandhi made me 
MLC without my asking, 
Chavan was in New Delhi 
till the last day opposing my 
name,” Rane alleged.

He revealed that in 
2009, 40 Congress legisla-
tors had voted for him as 
Congress Legislature Party 
leader while only 32 opted 
for Chavan, but Rane was 
denied the post on grounds 
that 48 legislators had cho-
sen Chavan.

Later, the then Chief  
Minister Prithviraj Chavan 
asked him to select any 
post, but deprived him of  
the Revenue Ministry and 
made him Industry Minis-

ter, he added.
“What... you are going 

to expel me from the party? 
I am quitting on my own,” 
Rane declared.

Reacting to the develop-
ment, Chavan said: “I wish 
him all the best in his future 
endeavours.”

Congress MP Hussain 
Dalwai expressed regrets 
saying Rane was taking a 
“hasty decision” and should 
have waited for some time.

Rane was the Shiv Sena-
BJP alliance Chief Minister 
for a year (in 1999) when it 
ruled the state between 1995 
and 1999.

In recent months, Rane 
has met BJP President Amit 
Shah and even Chief Min-
ister Devendra Fadnavis 
on a couple of occasions in 
Mumbai and Ahmedabad, 
leading to speculation of  
his imminent exit from the 
Congress.

Though the BJP added 
fuel to the speculation by 
announcing it would wel-
come Rane with open arms, 
Rane had dismissed it out-
right as rumours.

BRICS members, Brazil, 
Russia and South Africa. 
“They continue to find sup-
port and shelter in countries 
which use terrorism as an 
instrument of state policy.”

“We must condemn ef-
forts, including by states, to 
use religion to justify, sus-
tain and sponsor terrorism 
against other countries,” 
she added.

One of  the effective 
ways to stop cross-country 
support for terrorism is the 
Comprehensive Convention 
on International Terrorism 
(CCCIT), which has been 
in a limbo for decades be-
cause some countries can-
not agree on a definition of  
terrorists.

Sushma Swaraj asked 
the BRICS ministers to 
“work for early conclusion 
of  negotiations and adop-
tion of  the CCIT in the 
United Nations”.

On North Korea’s re-
cent offensive military pos-

turing, she said: “The ac-
tion and rhetoric of  North 
Korea has been a source of  
growing global concern.”

She also appealed for 
joint efforts to reform the 
International Monetary 
Fund, where decision-mak-
ing is still tilted towards 
major western industrial-
ised countries, and the UN 
Security Council.

China is opposed to 
Council reforms that would 
enlarge the UN’s highest 
decision-making body, es-
pecially if  it would give 
India and permanent seat, 
while Russia has been luke-
warm.

Turning to climate 
change, she suggested an 
alliance between Interna-
tional Solar Alliance and 
the BRICS Development 
Bank.

“I hope we can work to-
gether to give this ambitious 
agenda practical shape in 
coming months,” she said.

of militants and that he had 
been wrongly quoted by a 
TV news channel as hav-
ing said that the attack was 
aimed at the Minister.

The Hizbul Mujahideen 
militant outfit issued a state-
ment condemning the attack 
and alleged that it was car-
ried out by “Indian agencies” 
to create a wedge between 
the people and Hizbul.

When the injured were 
being shifted to the sub-dis-
trict hospital in Tral town, 
a group of people gathered 
outside the hospital alleg-
ing that civilians had been 
injured in retaliatory firing 
by security forces.

The police and Akhtar 
have categorically denied 
that security forces fired 
pellets and bullets after the 
attack.

Akhtar told reporters 
that he would never be able 
to avoid the pain with which 
he will have to live because 
innocent people were killed 
in the attack.

“This is neither in line 
with Islam nor humanity. 
How could anyone carry 
out the attack on the first 
day of  the Muslim month 
of Muharrram when the en-
tire Muslim world mourns 
the massacre of  the inno-
cent,” Akhtar said.
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 Workers rescue a religious statue from the heavily damaged former convent of San Juan Bautista, in 
Tlayacapan, Morelos state, Mexico, Wednesday, Sept. 20, 2017. 

50 nations ink UN nuclear ban 
treaty opposed by big powers

17-year-old boy arrested in London Tube bomb attack case

G4 countries seek early 
reform of UN Security Council

Rohingyas are not terrorists, nor a threat to India’s security, says refugee

Mexico earthquake toll 250 as 
search for survivors continues

Hillary Clinton’s new book sells more 
than 300,000 copies in first week

United Nations, Sep. 21 (PTI/
AP): Fifty countries have signed 
a treaty to ban nuclear weapons, a 
pact that the world’s nuclear pow-
ers spurned but supporters hailed 
as a historic agreement nonethe-
less.

“You are the states that are 
showing moral leadership in a 
world that desperately needs such 
moral leadership today,” Beatrice 
Fihn, executive director of  the In-
ternational Campaign to Abolish 
Nuclear Weapons, said as a signing 
ceremony began.

Before the day was out, 50 
states as different as Indonesia 
and Ireland had put their names 
to the treaty; others can sign later 
if  they like.

Guyana, Thailand and the Vati-
can also have already ratified the 
treaty, which needs 50 ratifications 

to take effect among the nations 
that back it.

They would be barred from 
developing, testing, producing, 
manufacturing, otherwise acquir-
ing, possessing or stockpiling nu-
clear weapons “under any circum-
stances.” 

Seven decades after the United 
States dropped two atomic bombs 
on Japan during World War II , the 
only use of  nuclear weapons, there 
are believed to be about 15,000 of  
them in the world today.

Amid rising tensions over 
North Korea’s nuclear and missile 
tests, UN Secretary-General Anto-
nio Guterres said on Tuesday that 
the threat of  a nuclear attack is at 
its highest level since the end of  the 
Cold War.

“This treaty is an important 
step towards the universally held 

goal of  a world free of  nuclear 
weapons,” he said yesterday.

Supporters of  the pact say 
it’s time to push harder toward 
eliminating atomic weapons than 
nations have done through the 
nearly 50-year-old Nuclear Non-
Proliferation Treaty.

Under its terms, non-nuclear 
nations agreed not to pursue nukes 
in exchange for a commitment by 
the five original nuclear powers -- 
the US, Russia, Britain, France and 
China -- to move toward nuclear 
disarmament and to guarantee oth-
er states’ access to peaceful nuclear 
technology for producing energy.

More than 120 countries ap-
proved the new nuclear weapons 
ban treaty in July over opposition 
from nuclear-armed countries and 
their allies, who boycotted negotia-
tions.

The US, Britain and France 
said the prohibition wouldn’t work 
and would end up disarming their 
nations while emboldening “bad 
actors,” in US Ambassador Nikki 
Haley’s words.

French Foreign Minister Jean-
Yves Le Drian has called the treaty 
“wishful thinking” that is “close to 
irresponsible.” 

The nuclear powers have sug-
gested instead strengthening the 
nonproliferation treaty, which they 
say has made a significant dent in 
atomic arsenals. Brazil was the first 
country to sign onto the ban yes-
terday, followed by nations from 
Algeria to Venezuela.

“Those who still hold nuclear 
arsenals, we call upon them to join 
this date with history,” Costa Rican 
President Luis Guillermo Solis 
said as he prepared to sign. 

London, Sep. 21 (PTI): 
A 17-year-old boy was 
today arrested by British 
police in connection with 
a terror attack on a Tube 
train here, taking the total 
number of  arrests in the 
case to six.

The teenager was de-
tained after Scotland Yard 
Counter- Terrorism Com-

mand officers executed a 
warrant at Thornton Heath 
area of  the city at around 
midnight.

All six arrested remain 
in custody at a south Lon-
don police station.

Pol ice  have  begun 
a search of  the property 
where the teenager was ar-
rested under Section 41 of  

the Terrorism Act.
Commander  Dean 

Haydon, head of  Scotland 
Yard’s Counter- Terrorism 
Command, said: “This con-
tinues to be a fast-moving 
investigation.

A significant amount 
of  activity has taken place 
since the attack on Friday.

“We now have six males 

in custody and searches are 
continuing at five addresses. 
Detectives are carrying out 
extensive inquiries to deter-
mine the full facts behind 
the attack.” 

The suspects have not 
been named officially until 
they go on to be formally 
charged but the 21-year-old 
has been identified locally 

as Syrian refugee Yahyah 
Faroukh.

All arrests have been 
made under Section 41 of  
the UK’s Terrorism Act.

A homemade bomb 
partially exploded in a train 
at Parsons Green station in 
west London, injuring 30 
people during rush hour on 
September 15.

United Nations, Sep. 21 
(PTI):  Foreign Ministers 
of  G4 countries, including 
India, have called for an 
“early reform” of  the UN 
Security Council and expan-
sion of  its permanent and 
non-permanent members. 
At a meeting on the side-
lines of the annual General 
Assembly Sessions of  the 
United Nations, the minis-
ters of G4 countries -- Brazil, 
Germany, India and Japan 
-- asserted that such a reform 
was essential to make the 
most powerful wing of the 
UN more representative 
and effective, reflecting the 
ground realities of the 21st 
century.

A joint statement was 
issued after the meeting at-
tended by External Affairs 
Minister Sushma Swaraj, 
Brazilian Foreign Relations 
Minister Aloysio Nunes, 
German Foreign Minister 
Sigmar Gabriel and Japa-
nese Foreign Minister Tarp 
Kono.

The four countries called 
for an “early reform” of the 
UN Security Council and 
enhanced role for developing 
countries as major contribu-
tors to the UN and improve-
ment of working methods in 
order to make the Council 
more legitimate, effective 
and representatives.

“Recognising that the 
number of  the United Na-
tions Member States has 
increased from 51 in 1945 
to 193 today and that the 
current composition of the 
Council does not reflect 
the changed global realities, 
the Ministers stressed that 
the Council needs to reflect 
today’s world in order to be 
able to tackle today’s com-
plex challenges,” the joint 

statement said. External 
Affairs Ministry spokesper-
son Raveesh Kumar later 
told reporters that India had 
consistently maintained its 
position on expansion of  
both permanent and non-
permanent membership of  
the Security Council.

“We have actual ly 
pushed for reform of  the 
council including in both 
permanent and non-perma-
nent categories of member-
ship. We are happy that we 
are going to move towards 
a text based negotiation. 
And this is what we hope 
will happen in the present 
session of  the General As-
sembly,” he said. 

The ministers welcomed 
Secretary General Antonino 
Guterres’s commitment of  
launching reforms to render 
the UN for the 21st century 
and recalled that an essential 
element of the overall efforts 
to reform the world body 
remained the reform of its 
Security Council.

Ms Swaraj had a se-
ries of  bilateral meetings 
throughout the day. She met 
San Marino Foreign Min-
ister Nicola Renzi, Deputy 
Prime Minister and Foreign 
Minister of Moldova Andrei 
Galbur, Saudi counterpart 
Adel Al-Jubeir and Brazil-
ian Foreign Minister Nunes 
Ferreira. Mr Kumar said 
the focus of  her meetings 
was on expanding bilateral 
relations especially in the 
economic and commercial 
areas. During the bilateral 
meetings, Ms Swaraj pitched 
for foreign direct investment 
under the ‘Make In India’ 
and other initiatives, he said, 
adding the leaders also dis-
cussed creating a dialogue 
mechanisms at the earliest. 

Kuala Lumpur, Sep. 21 
(IANS): Twenty three-
year-old Mohammad Im-
ran, a Rohingya who has 
grown up in a refugee camp 
in Bangladesh’s Cox’s Ba-
zar after his family fled vio-
lence in Myanmar, says he 
is “disheartened” to learn 
that India sees Rohingya 
Muslims as a national se-
curity threat.

“I read it in the news-
paper. The Indian govern-
ment wants to deport them 
to the very place where 
they will probably get 
killed,” exclaimed Imran, 
who arrived in Malay-
sia two months ago from 
Bangladesh in pursuit of  a 
better life.

Earlier this week, the 
Indian government told 
the Supreme Court that 
about 40,000 Rohingya 
Muslim refugees in the 
country were a threat to 
national security and they 
would be deported. India’s 

stance has surprised many 
refugees who were pinning 
hopes on New Delhi’s sup-
port.

“It’s time for India to 
play a greater role in the 
region. It has to show its 
support for Rohingya Mus-
lims,” Imran told IANS.

“India should not de-
port Rohingya Muslims. 
Rohingyas are helpless 
people who have no place 
to call home. They are not 
terrorists. They just want 
to live peacefully. I always 
wanted to visit India. We 
consider India our friend, 
but the government’s cur-
rent position on the crisis is 
disheartening,” he added.

Imran says he has two 
married sisters living with 
their respective in-laws in 
the Cox’s Bazar camp. He 
was two years’ old when 
his parents were forced to 
flee their home in Rakhine 
state of  Myanmar. Since 
then his family has been 

living in the Kutopalong 
refugee camp in Cox’s Ba-
zar, where he says “life is 
miserable”.

Imran said he reached 
Malaysia through the sea 
route, for which he had to 
give $2,000 to an agent.

“Life is very challeng-
ing in refugee camps, no 
social security, no mini-
mum standard of  living,” 
said Imran.

He was elected camp 
leader for one of  the camps 
in Bangladesh and has over 
the years aided dozens of  
photojournalists, writers, 
diplomats, ambassadors, 
and researchers from Bang-
ladesh and international 
visitors who visited the 
camps.

“We are living in an 
open prison. We don’t have 
an identity to live with. We 
are just refugees with no 
home and country,” Imran 
told IANS.

Imran was attending 

an international peoples 
tribunal here in Malaysia 
on alleged atrocities and 
state crimes against the Ro-
hingya, Kachins and other 
ethnic minority groups in 
Myanmar.

He was also asked why 
Myanmar considers them 
outsiders when generations 
of  Rohingyas have been liv-
ing in the country.

“I don’t understand 
why Myanmar thinks we 
are outsiders or that we are 
from Bangladesh. If  we are 
from Bangladesh why then 
do we not have any rela-
tives there. My father, my 
grandfather, great grandfa-
ther and earlier generations 
were born and brought up 
in Myanmar. 

The situation in Ra-
khine is so bad that it’s 
impossible to live there. All 
my relatives in Rakhine 
are now forced to come to 
the camps in Bangladesh,” 
Imran told IANS.

Myanmar has termed 
the crisis as the country’s 
internal issue. “Is killing 
people and burning their 
houses an internal issue?” 
asked Imran.

The Rohingya, a state-
less mostly Muslim minor-
ity in Buddhist-majority 
Rakhine, have long expe-
rienced persecution in My-
anmar, which calls them 
illegal immigrants.

Rights groups accuse 
the Myanmar military of  
burning Rohingya villages, 
raping women. But the 
Army said it was respond-
ing to attacks by militants 
and has denied targeting 
civilians, a claim refuted by 
Rohingyas.

The Permanent Peo-
ple’s Tribunal (PPT) here 
will give its findings to in-
ternational bodies, espe-
cially the United Nations, 
for further action to be 
taken against Myanmar to 
end the violence.

Mexico City, Sep. 21 (IANS): The death toll 
in the powerful 7.1 magnitude earthquake 
that rattled Mexico on Tuesday climbed to 
250 as rescue workers backed by an army 
of  volunteers on Thursday searched for 
survivors buried under mounds of rubble, 
officials said.

The quake turned dozens of buildings in 
central Mexico into dust and debris, killing at 
least 250 people, Mexico City Mayor Miguel 
Angel Mancera told CNN affiliate Foro TV.

Mexican President Enrique Peña Nieto 
declared three days of  national mourning 
and said the death toll was expected to rise in 
the coming days as rescue workers combed 
through tonnes of rubble. “Mexico shares 
your pain” was posted on the President’s 
official Twitter account as the period of  
mourning was announced.

Meanwhile, at a collapsed school, where 
the bodies of nearly two dozen school chil-
dren were found, rescue teams raced against 
the clock to reach a trapped girl, who had 
wriggled fingers from the rubble to show 
she was alive. The girl, identified only as 
Frida Sofía, told rescuers there were other 
students nearby but she could not tell if  they 
were alive. More than 30 children were still 
unaccounted for.

Rescuers had been hauling chunks of  
lumber and concrete from the debris as oth-
ers tried to shore up parts of the collapsed 
structure with beams. Workers were close to 
pinpointing the girl’s location on Thursday 
morning, Mexican Navy Adm. Jose Luis 
Vergara told Foro TV.

“At this moment we know that at least 
one girl is alive inside,” Vergara said.

At least 44 buildings collapsed com-
pletely in Mexico City, according to official 
figures, with thousands left damaged and 
unstable in the sprawling city, which is built 
on a drained lake bed. Mexico City Mayor 
Miguel Ángel Mancera said 52 people had 
been pulled alive from the rubble of  col-
lapsed buildings.

A total of 115 were killed in Mexico City, 
Mancera confirmed.

The President ordered the evacuation 
of  patients from damaged hospitals amid 
widespread power cuts and fears of  more 
buildings collapsing from aftershocks.

It was the second major earthquake to hit 
Mexico in two weeks and came on the an-
niversary of the 1985 quake that devastated 
Mexico City, killing thousands. Just hours 
before the latest quake, many people took 
part in drills and commemorative events.

Many residents spent a second night in 
parks and plazas, in tents or makeshift shel-
ters, unable or unwilling to return to their 
homes as authorities inspected some 600 
buildings whose walls swayed and cracked 
when the quake struck.

US President Donald Trump called 
President Peña Nieto to offer condolences, 
and the White House said it was offering 
search-and-rescue assistance. 

Mexican Foreign Secretary Luis Vide-
garay thanked the international commu-
nity for offers of help in an unusual special 
intervention at the UN General Assembly.

New York, Sep. 21 (IANS): Hillary Clin-
tons new book “What Happened,” about her 
stunning loss in 2016 to Donald Trump, has 
sold more than 300,000 copies in its opening 
week. This figure, disclosed by the publisher 
Simon & Schuster, reflects combined sales in 
all formats of hardcover, e-book and audio.

According to sales figures from Nielsen 
BookScan, which tracks 85 percent of book 
sales in the United States (excluding digital 
and audio sales), Clinton has sold 167,000 
hardcover copies of her book since it came 
out on September 12. The publisher has said 
that when you account for ebook and audio-

book sales, Clinton’s sales numbers surpass 
300,000 copies. The book’s hardcover sales is 
also the highest opening for any nonfiction 
release in five years, according to Nielsen 
BookScan. 

Mark Owen’s “No Easy Day,” a 2012 
memoir about the killing of  Osama bin 
Laden, sold more than 250,000 copies in its 
first week. Sales for “What Happened” far 
exceeded the first week numbers of  more 
than 100,000 copies for Clinton’s book 
about her years as secretary of state, “Hard 
Choices,” which came out in 2014 as she was 
preparing to launch her run for president.
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Yesteryear actor Shakila passes away
Yesteryear Bollywood actor Shakila, known for her work in films like “Aar Paar” and 
“CID”, died at at her residence here after a heart attack, family sources said today. She 
was 82. The “Baabuji dheere chalna...” actor was suffering from multiple ailments and 
died last night. She was buried this morning. Her nephew Nasirr Khan shared the news 
on Facebook. “With a heavy heart I have to inform you all that my maternal aunt (my 
mom’s older sister) Shakila Aunty has passed away. She was a star in her own right in 
the 50’s n 60’s. ‘Babuji dheere chalna, pyaar mein zara samhalna...’ Please keep her in 
your prayers. May Allah grant her Jannat. Aameen.” Besides her roles in Guru Dutt 
classics like “Aar Paar” and “CID”, Shakila also starred with Shammi Kapoor in Shakti 
Samanta’s hit “China Town”. She also featured opposite Raj Kapoor in the 1960 social 
drama “Shriman Satyawadi”. (PTI)

Salma Hayek donates $100,000 
to Mexico earthquake victims

I am not a slave to fashion: Anushka SharmaBig B calls cleaners Swachch 
Bharat ‘ambassadors’

A
ctress Salma Hayek has 
donated $100,000 to the 
victims of the earthquake in 
Mexico.

She says she has sur-
vived a previous Mexico earthquake that 
killed thousands. 

According to officials in Mexico, the 
confirmed death toll due to the 7.1 mag-
nitude earthquake which took place on 

Tuesday, has risen to 230. 
Hayek, 51, shared a video on 

Instagram urging people to donate 
money toward relief efforts in Mexi-
co City and surrounding states after 
it was rocked by the earthquake, 
reports people.com.

“After the 1985 earthquake in Mexico 
City, I was evacuated from my building. 
A lot of friends died, including an uncle 
who was very, very close to me,” Hayek 
said in the video on Wednesday. 

“I have lived through the aftermath 
of a disaster of this magnitude and it’s 
horrific. I am starting a Crowdrise to try 
to raise money to help families who are 
going through this nightmare right now 
in Mexico. 

“I implore to your hearts… to your 
compassion to help. Anything that you 
can give will make a big difference. I will 
match the first $100,000 that are donat-
ed,” she added.

IANS

A
ctress Anushka Sharma, 
who is loved for her chic 
and simple style, says she 
is not a slave to 
fashion.

“I like to dress well. I 
enjoy wearing good clothes 
but I am not a slave of fash-
ion. I think it is important 
to use fashion and style as 
an extension of your per-
sonality,” Anushka told 
IANS over phone from 
Mumbai.

The “Phillauri” star, 
29, says it is important to 
have an individual dress-
ing style.

“For me it’s good 
to know about fashion 
trends but at the same 
you cant wear some-
thing that doesn’t look 
good on you. So I 
know what works for 
me and what doesn’t. 
My fashion sense is 
very chic, comfort-
able and simple,” she 
added. 

However, 
Anushka, who is 
the brand ambas-
sador for sunglass 
brand Polaroid, 

doesn’t like to over accessorise her 
outfits. 

“So, for me sunglasses are a natural 
way of accessoris-
ing and practical. 
I think it imme-
diately lifts your 
looks... That is the 
job that accessory 
has meant to do,” 
she added. 

The actress 
unveiled the fall/
winter collection of  
the eyewear brand 
on Wednesday 
evening.

Talking about 
the association with 
the brand, she said: 
“It feels special 
because the brand has 
completed 80 years 
and it feels good to be 
a part of a brand at a 
milestone like this for 
them. I am happy that 
I am their first global 
brand ambassador.” 

Anushka says for 
her it is important 
that she actually uses 
the brand that she 
endorses.

IANS

M
egastar 
Amitabh 
Bachchan 
has praised 
the cleaners 

of the city here, and called 
them the true flag bearers 
of Swachch Bharat ambas-
sadors.

Amitabh, who is a 
Swachch Bharat Abhiyan 
ambassador, on Wednesday 
night took to Twitter, where 
he shared a photograph of  
some cleaners. 

“They be the true bearers 
of Swachch Bharat ambassa-
dors... the workers that work 

tirelessly despite inclement 
weather conditions,” Am-
itabh captioned the image.

On Wednesday, the 
Mumbai airport extended 
closure of all flight opera-
tions on the main runway 
till 2 p.m. as work on towing 
out a stranded private airlines 
aircraft continued amidst 
ongoing heavy rain, low 
visibility and strong winds, 
officials had said.

According to India 
Meteorological Department 
figures, Mumbai suburbs 
recorded a whopping 304 
mm rainfall till Thursday 
morning, making it the third 
highest downpour in a single 
day since the great Mumbai 
floods when the city expe-
rienced 945 mm rains, fol-
lowed by 316 mm on August 
29 this year. 

On the work front, Am-
itabh, who is currently seen 
hosting the ninth season of  
“Kaun Banega Crorepati”, 
has two films in his kitty -- 
“Thugs Of Hindostan” and 
“102 Not Out”.

IANS

Renbithung Ngullie 
a young upcoming indie electronic producer 
from Wokha, Nagaland is an artist to look out 
for with his unique blend of music, especially 
for EDM genre enthusiasts. 
Drawing inspirations from Getter and Exce-
sion, Lowly Palace, The Chainsmokers, and 
Marshmello, this 19-year old student of BCA 
from NIELIT institution Merima is tech savvy 
and this passion has proved to be handy for 
this artistic lad especially with his love for 
EDM. 
In today’s Rhythm of love Renbi aka 
3RROR404 (his stage name) talks to us about 
the Interesting story behind his stage name and 
his musical journey. 

EASTERN MIRROR: For readers who aren’t 
familiar with you, can you give us a run-through 
of who you are, what you are currently doing and 
how you started?

Renbithung Ngullie: Well, for the 
readers I’m Renbithung Ngullie, 19 years of  age and 
currently doing my B.C.A 1st Semester from NIELIT 
institution Merima.

Coming to music I actually started my music 
journey by matching some beats messing with different 
sounds and bpm’s from a software called Virtual DJ pro 
so after I got the hang of  that I started to get my hands 
on some DAW’S, currently I use FL studio and also 
had to download some additional plugins which were 
kinda hard to get use to but eventually I started to know 
them better.

Other than Music I do some balling (basketball), 
Photoshop, sketching, some graphic designing too and 
have also set myself  to learn adobe after effects.

EASTERN MIRROR: How would you describe 
your sound/music?

Renbithung Ngullie: I would describe 
my sound/music as somewhat different from my point 
of  view, somewhat dreamy somewhat melancholic and 
also a lil bit of  everything I must add, which you will 
know if  you listen my debut track ‘melancholy’. lol

EASTERN MIRROR: You also go by the name 
‘3RROR404’. It looks puzzling and powerful too. 
Can you talk us through the creation of this name?

Renbithung Ngullie: And the name 
3RROR404? Well, it’s a funny story. To be honest 
3RROR404 just came up suddenly.

While I was browsing for some plugins the internet 
went down and was showing ‘ERROR404 NO RE-
SULT FOUND’.

So, I was like Hey!! this could work yeah so I 
changed the ‘E’ into a ‘3’ and as you know ERROR404 
is no result found I kept it and was thinking to myself  
‘3RROR404 NO DJ FOUND’ *laughing to myself* 
and thats how I found the name.

EASTERN MIRROR: When did you begin 
producing indie electronic? What drove you to 
embark on a career in music?

Renbithung Ngullie: I was 14 and actu-
ally always have loved EDM form the moment I heard 

the bass dropped I fell in and really wanted to create my 
own...at first I was into hip hop and other genres but 
one day I heard dubstep and I was like mindblown I lit-
erally had goosebumps I was so thrilled and astonished I 
started to watch tutorials on youtube and also bought Fl 
studio which really suited my purposes, then and there I 
started my journey.

EASTERN MIRROR: Talk us through your crea-
tive process in making music.

Renbithung Ngullie: Actually creating 
my music depends on the mood and situation that I’m in.

EASTERN MIRROR: Coming back to the music 
scenario of the state, what do you find discourag-
ing in the music industry? What do you think is 
the most important thing Naga artists should do to 
promote themselves better?

Renbithung Ngullie: Based on my 
experience the thing which I find discouraging in our 
music industry is that there lacks platforms for which 
many local artists tend to go unnoticed and without 
much opportunities.

Therefore, many local artists are left out and their 
talents are being wasted.

But thanks to Indihut some local artists get the 
platform and the opportunity to harness and show their 
talent to the public and also the Naga people should 
come out of  their zone and throw away their shyness 
and embrace the opportunity that is being given, which 
will benefit them and also the Nagas as well.

EASTERN MIRROR: What have you been up to 
lately as far as music is concern?

Renbithung Ngullie: As far as music is 
concerned I love making them and listening too but as 
my health is a bit down I’ve currently stopped, period 
and also as being a student still. I have to do that part 
of  my life too and as exams are approaching I also have 
to get my guns up and study as well.

EASTERN MIRROR: What can we expect from 
you in the coming days?

Renbithung Ngullie: Well, as in the 
coming days I would be coming hard with some bangers 
and vibes for the public and hopefully bring some mu-
tual understanding with the public and keep the people 
grooving.
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HILL STAR 
Movie Schedule

Hill Star is thrilled to announce 
its valued HillStarCinema 

fans that the hall is now live at 
BookMyShowIN You can now 

BUY tickets online! 

Music is something the world would be lost without! We feel it, we breathe it, we love it!  Eastern 
Mirror’s - Rhythm of Love- connects our readers to music through conversation with artists as they 
share their  experience with their love …… MUSIC
Music moves us, opens our emotions - passing all barriers. Music is a piece that we can all 
connect to so Readers get connected with your favorite artists every Friday with Rhythm of Love.

Little did we know
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Supermassive black holes can 
form tightly bound pairs: Study

How Milky Way differs from other galaxies

Hubble spots strange binary asteroid with comet-like features

Researchers find more evidence of water on early Mars

Microsoft unveils AI based 
automated threat investigation

CRISPR sheds light on gene key 
to human embryo development

Researchers see rapidly spinning star emitting polarised light Paper patch could help diabetics monitor sugar level

Hot Mercury could harbour more ice than previously thought

Pune, Sep. 21 (IANS): 
Supermassive black holes 
found in the centres of  
galaxies can form gravita-
tionally bound pairs when 
galaxies merge, confirms 
a study led by Indian sci-
entists.

The study published in 
the journal Nature Astrono-
my sheds light on a class of  
black holes having a mass 
upwards of  one million 
times the mass of the Sun. 

The study was led by 
Preeti Kharb from the Na-
tional Centre for Radio 
Astrophysics (NCRA) of  
the Tata Institute of  Fun-
damental Research (TIFR) 
in Pune and co-authored 
by Dharam Vir Lal, also 
at NCRA-TIFR and Da-
vid Merritt at Rochester 
Institute of  Technology in 
the US.

“The dual black hole we 
found has the smallest sepa-
ration of any so far detected 
through direct imaging,” 
said Merritt.

The supermassive black 
holes are located in the spi-
ral galaxy NGC 7674, ap-
proximately 400 million 
light years from Earth, and 
are separated by a distance 
less than one light year.

“The combined mass 
of  the two black holes is 
roughly 40 million times 
the mass of the Sun, and the 

orbital period of the binary 
is about 100,000 years,” 
Merritt said.

A class of smaller black 
holes form when massive 
stars explode as supernovae. 

A collision of  stellar 
mass black holes led to 
the landmark discovery of  
gravitational waves in 2015 
using the Laser Interfer-
ometer Gravitational-wave 
Observatory. 

The black holes were 
approximately 29 and 36 
times the mass of  the sun 
and collided 1.3 billion light 
years away

“A supermassive bina-
ry generates gravitational 
waves with much lower 

frequency than the charac-
teristic frequency of stellar-
mass binaries and its signal 
is undetectable by LIGO,” 
Merritt said.

To simulate a highly 
sensitive detector, the re-
searchers used a method 
to make radio telescopes 
around the world work to-
gether as a single large tele-
scope and achieve a reso-
lution roughly 10 million 
times the angular resolution 
of the human eye.

“Using very long base-
line interferometry tech-
niques, two compact sourc-
es of  radio emission were 
detected at the center of  
NGC 7674; the two radio 

sources have properties that 
are known to be associated 
with massive black holes 
that are accreting gas, im-
plying the presence of  two 
black holes,” Merritt said.

The galaxy hosting the 
binary supermassive black 
hole loudly emits radio 
waves. 

The detection confirms 
a theory predicting the pres-
ence of a compact binary in 
a radio galaxies bearing a 
“Z” shape.

“This morphology is 
thought to result from the 
combined effects of the gal-
axy merger followed by the 
formation of  the massive 
binary,” Merritt said.

New York, Sep. 21 (IANS): Research-
ers have developed a new paper-based 
sensor patch that could allow diabetics 
to effectively measure glucose levels 
during exercise.

In a paper published in the journal 
Micromachines, the researchers dem-
onstrated a self-powered, wearable 
and disposable patch that allows for 
non-invasive monitoring of  glucose in 
human sweat. 

This wearable, single-use biosensor 
integrates a vertically stacked, paper-
based glucose/oxygen enzymatic fuel 
cell into a standard Band-Aid adhesive 
patch.

“The paper-based device attaches 
directly to skin, wicks sweat to a reser-
voir where chemical energy is convert-
ed to electrical energy, and monitors 
glucose without external power and 
sophisticated readout instruments,” 
said Seokheun Choi, Assistant Profes-
sor at Binghamton University, State 
University of  New York.

Today’s most widespread methods 
for glucose self-testing involve moni-

Sydney, Sep. 21 (IANS): More 
than 70 years after Indian as-
trophysicist and Nobel laureate 
Subrahmanyan Chandrasekhar 
first predicted the emission of  
polarised light from the edges of  
stars, a team of scientists has for 
the first time observed rapidly 
rotating stars emitting polarised 
light.

The researchers detected po-
larised light from Regulus, one of  
the brightest stars in the night sky, 
which is in the constellation Leo. 

The research has provided 
unprecedented insights into the 
star,allowing the scientists to 
determine its rate of  spinning 
and the orientation in space of  
the star’s spin axis, according to 
the study published in the journal 
Nature Astronomy.

“We found Regulus is rotat-
ing so quickly it is close to flying 
apart, with a spin rate of 96.5 per 
cent of  the angular velocity for 
break-up,” said study first author 

Daniel Cotton from University 
of  New South Wales (UNSW), 
Sydney, Australia.

“It is spinning at approxi-
mately 320 kilometres per second 
- equivalent to travelling from 
Sydney to Canberra in less than a 
second,” Cotton added. 

Chandrasekhar’s prediction in 
1946 prompted the development 
of  sensitive instruments called 
stellar polarimeters to try and 
detect this effect. Optical polarisa-
tion is a measure of the orienta-
tion of the oscillations of a light 
beam to its direction of travel.

In 1968, other researchers 
built on Chandrasekhar’s work 
to predict that the distorted, or 
squashed shape, of  a rapidly 
rotating star would lead to the 
emission of polarised light, but its 
detection has eluded astronomers 
until now.

For this study, the researchers 
used a highly sensitive piece of  
equipment designed and built at 

UNSW Sydney and attached to 
the Anglo-Australian Telescope 
at Siding Spring Observatory 
in westernNew South Wales to 
detect the polarised light from 
Regulus.

“The instrument we have 
built, the High Precision Polari-
metric Instrument, HIPPI, is the 
world’s most sensitive astronomi-
cal polarimeter. Its high precision 
has allowed us to detect polarised 
light from a rapidly spinning star 
for the first time,” Cotton said.

“We have also been able to 
combine this new information 
about Regulus with sophisticated 
computer models we have de-
veloped at UNSW to determine 
the star’s inclination and rotation 
rate,” Cotton added.  Regulus is 
about 79 light years away. During 
the total solar eclipse in the US 
in August, Regulus was just one 
degree away from the Sun and 
was, to many people, the only star 
visible during the eclipse.

Washington,  Sep.  21 
(IANS): Using NASA’s 
Hubble Space Telescope, 
an international team of  
astronomers has found 
that an unusual object in 
the asteroid belt is, in fact, 
two asteroids orbiting each 
other that have comet-like 
features.

These include a bright 
halo of  material, called a 
coma, and a long tail of  
dust. The odd object, called 
2006 VW139/288P, is the 
first known binary asteroid 
that is also classified as a 
main-belt comet. 

Asteroids and comets 
are believed to be ancient 

remnants of  the earliest 
years of  the formation of  
our solar system more than 
four billion years ago. 

While asteroids are 
known as inactive, rocky 
body orbiting the Sun, 
comets are bodies of  ice, 
rock, and organic com-
pounds that can be several 
miles in diametre and they 
can be at times active. Ice 
of  comets can vaporise in 
sunlight forming an atmo-
sphere (coma) of  dust and 
gas and, sometimes, a tail 
of  dust and/or gas.

Hubble observations 
revealed ongoing activity 
in the binary system 2006 

VW139/288P.
It probably broke into 

two pieces roughly 5,000 
years ago due to a fast 
rotation, said the study 
published in the journal 
Nature. Hubble was used 
to image the asteroid in 
September 2016 just before 
the asteroid made its clos-
est approach to the Sun. 

The images revealed 
that it was actually not 
one, but two asteroids of  
almost the same mass and 
size, orbiting each other at 
a distance of  60 miles.

“We detected strong 
indications for the subli-
mation of  water ice due to 

the increased solar heating 
-- similar to how the tail 
of  a comet is created,” 
explained team leader Jes-
sica Agarwal of  the Max 
Planck Institute for Solar 
System Research, Ger-
many.

The combined features 
of  the binary asteroid 
-- wide separation, near-
equal component size, 
high eccentricity orbit, and 
comet-like activity -- also 
make it unique among the 
few known binary asteroids 
that have a wide separa-
tion. 

The researchers believe 
that understanding its or-

igin and evolution may 
provide new insights into 
the early days of  the solar 
system.  Main-belt comets 
may help to answer how 
water came to a bone-dry 
Earth billions of  years ago.

The fact  that  2006 
VW139/288P is so differ-
ent from all other known 
binary asteroids raises 
some questions about how 
common such systems are 
in the asteroid belt. 

“We need more theo-
retical and observational 
work, as well as more ob-
jects similar to this object, 
to find an answer to this 
question,” Agarwal said.

N e w  Yo r k ,  S e p.  2 1 
(IANS): Our galaxy, which 
is home to Earth and its 
solar system, might not be 
as “typical” as previously 
thought, and therefore 
Milky Way-based mod-
els to understand other 
galaxies of  the universe 
could be misleading, new 
research suggests. “We 
use the Milky Way and 
its surroundings to study 
absolutely everything,” 
said Marla Geha of  Yale 
University in the US and 
lead author of  the paper 

published in the Astro-
physical Journal. 

“Hundreds of  studies 
come out every year about 
dark matter, cosmology, 
star formation, and galaxy 
formation, using the Milky 
Way as a guide. But it’s 
possible that the Milky 
Way is an outlier,” Geha 
said. 

The Milky Way is host 
to several dozen smaller 
galaxy satellites. 

These smaller galaxies 
orbit around the Milky 
Way and are useful in 

understanding the Milky 
Way itself.

Early results from the 
Satellites Around Galactic 
Analogs (SAGA) Survey, 
supported by the US Na-
tional Science Foundation 
indicate that the Milky 
Way’s satellites are much 
more tranquil than other 
systems of  comparable 
luminosity and environ-
ment. 

Many sate l l i tes  o f  
those “sibling” galaxies 
are actively pumping out 
new stars, but the Milky 

Way’s satellites are most-
ly inert, the researchers 
found. This is significant, 
according to the research-
ers, because many models 
for what we know about 
the universe rely on galax-
ies behaving in a fashion 
similar to the Milky Way.

The SAGA Survey be-
gan five years ago with a 
goal of  studying the satel-
lite galaxies around 100 
Milky Way siblings. 

Thus far it has studied 
eight other Milky Way 
sibling systems.

N e w  Yo r k ,  S e p.  2 1 
(IANS): There could be 
much more ice on Mer-
cury’s surface than previ-
ously thought, suggests 
new research adding to 
previous findings that 
some of  its craters perma-
nently shadowed from the 
Sun’s blistering rays could 
have frozen water.

The study, published 
in Geophysical Research 
Letters, adds three new 
members to the list of  
craters near Mercury’s 
north pole that appear to 
harbour large surface ice 
deposits. But in addition 
to those large deposits, the 
research also shows evi-
dence that smaller-scale 
deposits  are scattered 
around Mercury’s north 
pole, both inside craters 

and in shadowed terrain 
between craters. 

Those deposits may be 
small, but they could add 
up to a lot more previ-
ously unaccounted for ice.

“The assumption has 
been that surface ice on 
Mercury exists predomi-
nantly in large craters, 
but we show evidence 
for these smaller-scale 
deposits as well,” said the 
study’s lead author Ariel 
Deutsch, a Ph.D. candi-
date at Brown University 
in Providence, Rhode Is-
land, US. 

“Adding these small-
scale deposits to the large 
deposits within craters 
adds significantly to the 
surface ice inventory on 
Mercury,” Deutsch said. 

The idea that Mercury 

might have frozen water 
emerged in the 1990s, 
when Earth-based radar 
telescopes detected highly 
reflective regions inside 
several craters near Mer-
cury’s poles. 

The planet’s axis does 
not have much tilt,  so 
its poles get little direct 
sunlight, and the floors of  
some craters get no direct 
sunlight at all.  Without 
an atmosphere to hold in 
any heat from surround-
ing surfaces, temperatures 
in those eternal shadows 
have been calculated to be 
low enough for water ice 
to be stable. 

That raised the possi-
bility these “radar-bright” 
regions could be ice.

That idea got a boost 
after NASA’s MESSEN-

GER probe entered Mer-
cury’s orbit in 2011. The 
spacecraft detected neu-
tron signals from the plan-
et’s north pole that were 
consistent with water ice.

For this new study, 
Deutsch worked with 
Gregory Neumann from 
NASA’s Goddard Space 
Flight Center to take a 
deep dive into the data 
returned from MESSEN-
GER.  They looked specif-
ically at readings from the 
spacecraft’s laser altim-
eter. The device is mostly 
used to map elevation, but 
it can also be used to track 
surface reflectance.

The researchers identi-
fied three new craters near 
Mercury’s north pole that 
appear to harbour large 
surface ice deposits.

toring glucose levels in blood. 
Conventional measurements, however, 

are not suitable for preventing hypoglycemia 
(low blood glucose) during exercise, Choi 
said.

This is because the underlying process 
relies on invasive and inconvenient blood 

Bengaluru, Sep 21 (IANS): Technology 
giant Microsoft will make use of Artificial 
Intelligence (AI) based automated threat 
investigation system to enhance the security 
of devices, the company’s top official said on 
Wednesday here. “We are taking enterprise 
security to a new level through automated 
investigation and response capabilities as a 
part of Windows Defender Advance Threat 
Protection (WDATP),” Vineet Durani, 
Director, Windows and Surface Business, 
Microsoft India, told reporters here.

“We (Microsoft) are deeply interested 
in security and our security policies are 
designed with the perspective that there’s 
already a breach, thereby staying few steps 
ahead of whatever is out there,” said Durani.

With the new automation capabilities, 

WDATP can not only find breaches in secu-
rity, but can also fix them, he added.

AI-based automated threat investigation 
system will enable Microsoft users with 
insight to action against modern day threats 
while also increasing the efficiency of the 
machines, the company said.

“With at least 970 million malicious 
activities being processed by WDATP each 
day, one can never compromise with secu-
rity,” the Microsoft executive said.

The company spends over $1 billion each 
year on security-related research and devel-
opment, Durani said. With the official roll-
out of Windows 10 “Fall Creators” update 
slated for October, Microsoft wants to stay 
one step ahead in identifying and preventing 
security threats, he added.

London, Sep. 21 (IANS): 
In a first, researchers have 
used the CRISPR-Cas9 
gene-editing technique to 
reveal the role of  a key 
gene in human embryos 
in the first few days of  
development.

The  f ind ings  pub -
lished in the journal Na-
ture could help scientists 
to better understand the 
biology of  our early de-
velopment and lead to 
new treatment for infertile 
couples. 

The team used the ge-
nome editing technique 
to stop the gene from pro-
ducing a protein called 
OCT4, which normally 
becomes active in the first 
few days of  human em-
bryo development. 

After the egg is fer-
tilised, it divides until at 
about seven days to form 
a ball of  around 200 cells 
called the ‘blastocyst’. 

The study found that 
human embr yos  need 
OCT4 to correctly form a 

blastocyst.
“One way to find out 

what a gene does in the 
developing embryo is to 
see what happens when it 
isn’t working,” said lead 
researcher Kathy Niakan 
from the Francis Crick 
Institute in London.

“Now we have demon-
strated an efficient way of  
doing this, we hope that 
other scientists will use 
it to find out the roles of  
other genes,” Niakan said. 

“If  we knew the key 
genes that embryos need 
to develop successfully, 
we could improve IVF 
treatments and under-
s tand some causes  of  
pregnancy failure. 

It may take many years 
to achieve such an under-
standing, our study is just 
the first step,” Niakan 
said.  

The team spent over 
a year optimising their 
techniques using mouse 
embryos and human em-
bryonic stem cells before 

starting work on human 
embryos. 

To inactivate OCT4, 
they used CRISPR-Cas9 
to change the DNA of  41 
human embryos. 

After seven days, em-
bryo development was 
stopped and the embryos 
were analysed.

The embryos used in 
the study were donated by 
couples who had under-
gone IVF treatment, with 
frozen embryos remaining 
in storage.

The majority were do-
nated by couples who had 
completed their family, 
and wanted their surplus 
embryos to be used for 
research. 

The study was done 
under a research licence 
and strict regulatory over-
sight from the Human 
Fertilisation and Embry-
ology Authority (HFEA), 
the UK Government’s 
independent regulator 
overseeing infertility treat-
ment and research.

N e w  Yo r k ,  S e p.  2 1 
(IANS): The Mars envi-
ronment over 3.5 billion 
years ago was able to sup-
port liquid water at the 
surface, says a study.

River deposits exist 
across the surface of  Mars 
and a region of  Mars 
named Aeolis Dorsa con-
tains some of  the most 
spectacular and densely 
packed river deposits seen 
on the Red Planet, accord-
ing to the study published 
in the Geological Soci-
ety of  America (GSA) 
Bulletin.  These deposits 
are observable with satel-
lite images because they 
have undergone a process 
called “topographic inver-
sion” where the deposits 
filling once topographical-
ly low river channels have 
been exhumed in such a 
way that they now exist 
as ridges at the surface of  
the planet, the research-
ers said.

With the use of  high-
resolution images and top-
ographic data from cam-
eras on orbiting satellites, 
Benjamin T Cardenas and 

sampling, causing the possibility of  
sample contamination and skin irritation 
with sweat containing various electrolytes 
and proteins, Choi said. 

Moreover, the method needs patients 
to carry many accessories during physical 
activity, including lancets, alcohol swabs 
and a relatively large glucometer.

“The technique requires a sophisti-
cated electrochemical sensing technique 
and sufficient electrical energy, which 
makes the technique difficult to be 
fully integrated in a compact and portable 
fashion,” Choi added.

On the other hand, sweat-based glu-
cose sensing is attractive for managing 
exercise-induced hypoglycemia because 
the measurement is performed during or 
immediately after exercise when there 
is enough sweat to obtain an adequate 
sample.

“The sensing platform holds consider-
able promise for efficient diabetes man-
agement, and a fully integrated system 
with a simple readout can be realised 
toward continuous non-invasive glucose 
monitoring,” the researchers wrote.

colleagues from Jackson 
School of  Geosciences at 
the University of  Texas at 
Austin, identified fluvial 

deposit stacking patterns 
and changes in sedimenta-
tion styles controlled by a 
migratory coastline. 

They also developed a 
method to measure river 
paleo-transpor t  direc-
tion for a subset of  these 

ridges.
Together, these mea-

surements demonstrated 
that the studied river de-
posits once filled incised 
valleys.  On Earth, incised 
valleys are commonly cut 
and filled during falling 
and rising eustatic sea 
level, respectively.

The researchers con-
cluded that similar falling 
and rising water levels in 
a large water body forced 
the formation of  the pa-
leo-valleys in their study 
area. 

“We present evidence 
that some of  these flu-
vial deposits represent 
incised valleys carved 
and filled during falls and 
rises in base level, which 
were likely controlled by 
changes in water-surface 
elevation of  a large lake or 
sea,” the study said.

They observed cross-
cutting relationships at 
the valley-scale, indicating 
multiple episodes of  water 
level fall and rise, each 
well over 50 metres, a sim-
ilar scale to eustatic sea 
level changes on Earth.
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Sindhu loses to Okuhara; 
Srikanth, Prannoy enter quarters

Kuldeep gets hat-trick as India beat Australia in second ODI

Wozniacki bounces back, Konta stunned at Tokyo Open
Chelsea striker Costa to return to Atletico in $74mn deal

India name 21-member squad for FIFA U-17 WC

Mkg district Inter school 
football tournament underway

Vanguards FC are champions of Captain Kenguruse memorial football tourneyAsia Road Racing Championship 
to be held in Chennai

The champions – Vanguard FC with the GOC 3 Corps Lt Gen Anil Chauhan, IGAR North Maj Gen 
Sanjay Gupta and other Assam Rifles officials during the closing function at Kohima local ground 
on September 21.

EM Images

DDEO Mokokchung, Sentinenla with MDFA officials and participating team before the inaugural match.
EM Images

India's bowler Kuldeep Yadav celebrates his hat trick against Australia during the 2nd ODI cricket match 
at Eden Garden in Kolkata on Thursday.

PTI

Tokyo, Sep. 21 (PTI): P V 
Sindhu suffered a straight-
game loss to world cham-
pion Nozomi Okuhara to 
crash out but Kidambi Sri-
kanth and H S Prannoy 
advanced to the quarterfi-
nals of  the USD 325,000 
Japan Open Super Series, 
here today.

Playing local favourite 
Okuhara for the third con-
secutive time, Sindhu could 
not bring to the fore her 
best game and committed 
too many errors to go down 
18-21 8-21 in a lop-sided 
47-minute contest.

The match lacked the 
long intense rallies, which 
were the hallmark of  their 
last two contests, -- the 
110-minute World Cham-
pionship final and last 
week's 83-minute Korea 
Open summit clash, which 
Sindhu had won.

Sindhu squandered 
a lead of  11-9 and 18-16 
in the opening game and 
looked completely out of  
sorts in the second game 
to bow out early. However, 
World No.8 Srikanth, who 
clinched back-to-back titles 

in Indonesia and Australia 
this year, demolished Hong 
Kong's Hu Yun 21-12 21-11 
within half an hour to make 
it to the final eight.

The Indian will now 
face the recently-crowned 
world champion Viktor 
Axelsen of Denmark.

Currently locked 2-2 in 
the head-to-head record, 
Srikanth had initial success 
against Viktor but the Dane 
had an upper hand in the 
last two meetings, winning 
in straight games.

US Open Champion H 
S Prannoy managed to up-
stage Chinese Taipei's Hsu 
Jen Hao 21-16 23-21. He 
will now play against sec-
ond seed Chinese Shi Yuqi.

World No. 2 Shi, who 
had reached the finals of  
All England Champion-
ship early this year, staved 
off  a challenge from Syed 
Modi International winner 
Sameer Verma 10-21 21-17 
21-15 in another match.

Among others,  the 
mixed doubles pair of Ash-
wini Ponnappa and Satwik-
sairaj Rankireddy played 
their heart out before losing 

27-29 21-16 12-21 to Indo-
nesian fourth seeds Praveen 
Jordan and Debby Susanto 
in a match that lasted an 
hour and six minutes.

Sindhu led 6-2 early 
on but Okuhara closed the 
gap to 8-9 before Sindhu's 
straight return bamboozled 
the Japanese. The Indian 
failed to negotiate a cross-
court return from Okuhara, 
who miscued a stroke to the 
net to give a 11-9 advantage 
to the Indian at the break.

Okuhara quickly erased 
the deficit and grabbed a 
12-11 lead after winning a 
long rally with a deceptive 
return. The Japanese con-
tinued to dominate as she 
unleashed a body smash 
and then won a video refer-
ral to move to 15-11.

Sindhu broke the run 
of  play with a cleverly set-
up point where she used a 
cross court flick followed 
by a push at the back court.

The Indian used the 
wristy flick at the net to 
narrow the margin to 14-15 
and then clawed back when 
the local favourite hit long.

A whipping smash and 

then aided by Okuhara's 
two returns going to the 
net saw Sindhu led 18-16. 
But the Indian failed to 
make use of the advantage 
as Okuhara reeled off  four 
straight points, the final 
stroke an on-rushing over-
the-head smash to earn the 
bragging rights.

After another self-talk, 
Okuhara once again start-
ed her duel with the In-
dian, opening up a 3-0 lead, 
which she extended to 9-3.

Sindhu failed to reign 
in her errors, allowing Oku-
hara to move ahead. The 
Japanese eventually led 11-4 
after producing a smash. 
Frustration was writ large 
on her face as Sindhu found 
the net after the interval. 
The Indian continued to 
find the going tough as 
Okuhara led 16-5 before 
Sindhu again found the net.

Sindhu continued to 
falter with her strokes and 
the result was Okuhara led 
19-7. With another return 
getting buried at the net, 
it was 12 match-point ad-
vantage for Okuhara, who 
sealed it quite easily.

Our correspondent
Mokokchung, Sep. 21 
(EMN): The first ever in-
ter secondary and higher 
secondary school football 
tournament was kicked 
off  at Imkongmeren sports 
complex with deputy dis-
trict education officer, Mo-
kokchung, Sentinenla as 
the chief  guest.

Speaking at the inau-
gual function, Sentinenla 
congratulated Mokok-
chung District Football 
Association (MDFA) for 
completing 25 years of  its 
journey in nurturing young 
talents and in making Mo-

kokchung district a football 
hub in the state. She also 
thanked Nehru Yuva Ken-
dra for collaborating and 
organising the tournament 
along with MDFA.

In her speech the educa-
tion officer said that games 
and sports is an integral 
part of  one's life especially 
in a student's life as it plays 
a vital role to refresh one's 
mind and body. 

She also added that it 
was the best way to experi-
ence team spirit and to de-
velop leadership qualities.

She also said that a stu-
dent's life is not only about 

grades and good marks but 
it is also about developing 
a confident and truthful 
personality. 

She  a l so  sa id  that 
games and sports teach a 
person the lesson of  disci-
pline, teamwork, patience, 
punctuality and courage. 

"It also produces a 
sense of  equality, coopera-
tion and fraternity which 
helps an individual to face 
the challenges of  life", she 
added.

Earlier at the inau-
gural event,  invocation 
was offered by Temsu-
toshi, President  Youth 

Department,MTBA and 
Apong Jamir, President 
MDFA gave the welcome 
speech. 

Altogether 11 schools 
from around the district 
is vying for the coveted 
trophy and the tournament 
is being held under the 
tutelage of  MDFA in com-
memoration of  its silver 
Jubilee celebration. 

The tournament is co-
sponsored by Nehru Yuva 
Kendra, Mokokchung and 
being organised under the 
patronage of  District Edu-
cation Officer Mokokc-
hung.

Our Correspondent
Kohima, Sep. 21 (EMN): 
Vanguard FC defeated de-
fending champions Naga 
FC 2-1 in the final to 
emerge as the champions 
of  the 3rd Captain Ken-
guruse Memorial Football 
Tournament here at Ko-
hima local ground.

Playing in front of  a 
packed Khuochiezie sta-
dium, the defending cham-
pions Naga FC suffered 
defeat at the hands of  well 
balanced Vanguard FC 
from Tseminyu town. The 
victory of  Vanguard FC 
also deterred the hopes of  
the two times champions 
Naga FC from lifting the 
trophy for the third con-
secutive year.

It may be mentioned 
that the Naga FC had lifted 
the title for the first two 
editions of  Captain Ken-
guruse Memorial Foot-
ball Tournament which 
commenced in 2015. The 
said tournament is being 
annually organised by the 
Assam Rifles in memory 
of  Kargil hero late Captain 
Neikezhakuo Kenguruse, 
MVC, who hails from Ner-
hema village.

Much to the jubilation 
of  the Vanguard FC sup-
porters who came in huge 

number, Tingyek Konyak 
opened the account for 
the Tseminyu team with a 
stunning long range shot in 
the 28th minute.

Both the teams also had 
their share of  scoring op-
portunities in the first half, 
but failed to find the back 
of  the net. 

Minutes earlier, Tin-
gyek also let go an oppor-
tunity following a miscom-
munication between the 
rival defenders, but his shot 
went out of  target.

Vanguard FC centre 
forward Chaba also wasted 

an opportunity though he 
came one-one-one with the 
opponent’s keeper. Naga 
FC could have scored the 
equalizer before the first 
half  whistle, but Kekhrie 
Tsirah’s header went far 
wide of  the post.

Entering the second 
half, Vanguard FC placed 
themselves in a comfort-
able position when their 
skipper Yhunshalo Kemp 
doubled the lead in the 
62nd minute only to de-
moralize the hopes of  the 
defending champs from 
coming back to the game.

Naga FC fought hard to 
stay in the game which re-
sulted to a consolation goal 
in the 86th minute through 
the touch of  their centre 
forward Kwetelhi Thopi. 
Khwetelhi could manage 
to tap in the ball when 
Seyiekhrietuo Souhu’s free 
kick hit the woodwork and 
reflected towards him.

The champions Van-
guard FC fetched a cash 
award of  Rs. 1,70,000 
along with trophy and cita-
tions, while the runners-up 
received a cash award of  
Rs. 80,000 along with tro-

Kolkata, Sep. 21 (IANS): 
Chinaman Kuldeep Ya-
dav bagged a hat-trick as 
India rode a dominant 
bowling performance to 
bowl out Australia for 
202 and win the second 
One-Day International 
(ODI) by 50 runs at the 
Eden Gardens here on 
Thursday.

In three successive 
d e l i ve r i e s ,  Ku l d e e p 
(3/54) took the wickets 
of  Mathew Wade, Ashton 
Agar and Pat Cummins 
in the 33rd over to be-
come the second bowler 
in limited overs cricket to 
script a hat-trick at this 
venue and only the third 
Indian to record the rare 
feat in 50 overs cricket. 

Besides Kuldeep, Bhu-
vneshwar Kumar (2/9), 
Yuzvendra Chahal (2/34) 
and all-rounder Hardik 
Pandya (2/56) starred 
with the ball for the hosts 
as Steve Smith (59) and 

Chennai, Sep. 21 (IANS): 
The iconic MMRT track 
here will witness World-
class and heart-stopping 
action as the Madras Motor 
Sports Club, after a four-
year interval, plays host to 
a round of  the Asia Road 
Racing Championship 
scheduled to start from 
Friday.

Riders from Australia, 
Japan, Thailand, Malaysia, 
Indonesia, Vietnam and 
Chinese-Taipei, besides 
Chennai-based Indians 
Shankar Sarath Kumar 
and Rajiv Sethu, are in 
the fray for the three-day 
event, the fifth round of the 
championship. The ARRC 
field includes a clutch of  
riders with exposure at the 
World championship level 
and contesting in the Super-
Sports 600cc, Asia Produc-
tion 250cc and the Under-
bone 150cc classes. Also 
on the weekend card are 
double-header support rac-
es in the Honda CBR 250 
(Open) and TVS Apache 
200 (Open) categories.

MMSC president Ajit 
Thomas said: "We once 
again welcome the Asia 
Road Racing Champion-
ship fraternity to Chennai, 

the spiritual home of  In-
dian motorsport. We last 
hosted the ARRC at the 
MMRT four years ago and 
it is our privilege to yet 
again present the cream of  
Asia's two-wheeler racing 
talent some of which have 
excelled at the World level.

"It has always been 
MMSC's philosophy and 
tradition to organize and 
promote the sport at all 
levels. This year, we intro-
duced a separate category 
for Girls in the two-wheeler 
National championship 
and we are happy that it 
evoked good response. So, 
hosting the ARRC has been 
a natural progression for us 
at the MMSC. 

"We at the MMSC have 
also striven to attract two-
wheeler manufacturers and 
our efforts have resulted 
in India's top brands such 
as Honda, Suzuki, TVS, 
Yamaha, KTM, Bajaj and 
Royal Enfield, participating 
in our events in one form or 
other."

Reflecting on his chanc-
es, 24-year old Sarath Ku-
mar said: "Obviously, I am 
very excited to be racing on 
my home track and in front 
of  our fans. The expecta-

tions will be high and that 
adds to the pressure, but 
quite inspiring.

"More importantly, 
thanks to all the hard work 
that MMSC officials have 
put in, we as riders can be 
proud of  an international 
class paddock. The track 
conditions too are superb 
and I am hoping for a dry 
weekend without rains, but 
that is something nobody 
can control."

Rajiv Sethu, 18, said: "It 
has been a learning process 
for me in the ARRC this 
season. I have been improv-
ing with every outing and 
this weekend, I want to do 
better than my previous best 
finish of 16. 

"The competition in 
the 250cc class is extremely 
tough with many riders ca-
pable of winning. The con-
ditions here at the MMRT 
are excellent, and we can 
expect high quality racing.

"My goal is to stay with 
the leading bunch, and rac-
ing on my home track, I do 
not want to disappoint the 
fans. I have been in good 
form in the ongoing Na-
tional championship and I 
hope to carry that form into 
this weekend."

phy and citations.
The two losing semi-

finalists – Naga Terriers 
and Green Club, Zunhe-
boto were also given a cash 
award of  Rs. 25,000 each.

The final match was 
graced by Lt Gen Anil 
Chauhan, GOC 3 Corps 
as the chief  guest, which 
was also attended by Maj 
Gen Sanjay Gupta, IGAR 
(North) and Neiselie Ken-
guruse, father of  late Capt 
Neikezhakuo Kenguruse, 
among others.

Meanwhile, Kwetelhi 
Thopi of  Naga FC was 
adjudged as the ‘Player 
of  the tournament’, while 
Kevikie l ie  Pienyü of  
Vanguard FC bagged the 
award for the ‘Best Goal-
keeper’. Yhunshalo Kemp 
of  Vanguard FC emerged 
as the highest scorer of  the 
tournament and Medozevi 
Punyü was adjudged as the 
best referee.

Individual Awards
Player of the tournament: 
Khwetelhi Thopi of  Naga 
FC
Best Goalkeeper: Kevi-
kielie Pienyü of  Vanguard 
FC
Highest scorer: Yhunsha-
lo Kemp of  Vanguard FC
Best Referee: Medozevi 
Punyü

Marcus Stoinis (62 not out) scored half-
centuries for the tourists.

Earlier, India posted 252 riding Virat 

Kohli's 92 and Ajinkya Rahane's 55.
India now lead the five-match series 

2-0.

Tokyo, Sep. 21 (IANS): 
Danish woman tennis star 
Caroline Wozniacki had 
to dig deep on Thursday 
to prevail 4-6, 6-1, 6-4 over 
United States' Shelby Rog-
ers in the Tokyo Open pre-
quarterfinals.
Defend ing  champion 
Wozniacki, seeded no.3, 
bounced back when she was 
0-3 down in the third set, 
to seal her 50th victory this 
season, advancing to the 
last 8 in Tokyo for the sixth 

time in a row, reports Efe.
"I know she has power-

ful strokes and a big serve, 
so it definitely wasn't easy. 
I'm just happy to win this 
one," Wozniacki said on 
court after the match that 
lasted for 121 minutes.

Two breaks were all 
Rogers, world No.59, need-
ed to clinch the first set, 
before Wozniacki hit back 
in the second set, when she 
lost just five points on serve.

The 27-year-old Wozni-

acki fought back from 0-3 
in the third set, to win the 
match avoiding any more 
upsets on Center Court.

Wozniacki, world no. 6, 
is set to face the winner be-
tween Slovakia's Dominika 
Cibulkova and Czech Kat-
erina Siniakova. Earlier on, 
Czech Barbora Strycova 
ousted the British fourth 
seed Johanna Konta 7-5, 
7-6 (7-5), her first win over 
a top 10 player in 2017. Re-
covering from a slow start 

and 0-3 down, Strycova had 
the upper hand to clinch the 
first set. In the second set 
she saved set points serving 
in the 12th game, to go into 
tie-break that she won 7-5 
over Konta, the world no.7.

Strycova is set to play 
against Russian Anastasia 
Pavlyuchenkova for a spot 
in the semi-finals. French 
Caroline Garcia also eased 
into the last 8 with a 6-1, 
6-3 win over local favourite 
Nara Kurumi.

London, Sep. 21 (IANS): 
Chelsea's Spanish striker 
Diego Costa will return to 
Atletico Madrid in January 
for a fixed transfer agree-
ment worth 62 million eu-
ros ($74 million) plus eight 
million euros ($9.54 mil-
lion) in variables, both clubs 
announced on Thursday. 
Brazilian-born Costa, 28, 
has not played for the past 
98 days, since a 2018 Rus-
sian World Cup qualifying 
stage match versus Mace-
donia in June, reports Efe. 
"Chelsea Football Club has 
today agreed on the terms 

with Atletico Madrid to 
transfer Diego Costa," the 
London team stated on 
its website. It was report-
ed early last summer that 
Chelsea's coach Antonio 
Conte told Costa he was no 
longer part of  the English 
club's plans for the future 
and should seek another 
team. Costa has played a 
total of  231 matches and 
scored 122 goals in the past 
5 years. Costa, 28, joined 
Chelsea in 2014 and helped 
the team win three titles, 
including two English Pre-
mier League (EPL) crowns.

"The transfer will be 
subject to reaching a pri-
vate agreement with the 
footballer and the results of  
his medical (check-up)," the 
Chelsea statement added.

On the other hand, the 
Spanish side announced 
that "Atletico de Madrid 
and Chelsea have reached 
an initial agreement for the 
transfer of  Diego Costa. 
The agreement is pend-
ing the formalisation of  
the contract between our 
club and the Spanish in-
ternational forward. "The 
English club has authorised 

Diego Costa to travel to 
Madrid in the coming days 
to undergo medical tests 
and settle his contract with 
our club," Atletico added.

The Spanish La Liga 
club did not reveal where 
Costa would play in the 
coming months since At-
letico cannot recruit any 
new players until January 
2018 in compliance with a 
FIFA transfer window ban.

Costa was a regular fig-
ure in the Atletico squad 
between 2010-14, where he 
managed to net 52 goals in 
94 appearances.

Margao, Sep. 21 (PTI): In-
dia today named a 21-mem-
ber football team for the 
FIFA Under-17 World Cup 
to be held across six cities 
from October 6.

India have been drawn 
in Group A alongside 
USA, Colombia and Gha-
na. The hosts face USA 
on October 6, followed by 
Colombia and Ghana on 
October 9 and October 12 
respectively at the Jawaha-
rlal Nehru Stadium in New 
Delhi.

"We believe that we 
are prepared for the FIFA 
U-17 World Cup We have 
worked hard and made 
progress, but at the same 
time we go directly to a 
high level competition 
against some of  the best 

teams in the world," de 
Matos said in a release 
from All India Football 
Federation.

"We will fight to win 
each match even if  there is 
only five percent chance of  
winning. We will not give 
up and nothing is impos-
sible in football. We plan to 
show the world that we are 
on the same page as them," 
he added.

Two NRIs,  Nami t 
Deshpande  and  Sun-
ny Dhaliwal, have been 
named in the team by head 
coach Luis Norton de Ma-
tos.

Deshpande, a United 
States national, has a val-
id Indian passport while 
Dhaliwal has surrendered 
his Canadian passport and 

acquired an Indian one.
In an effort to field a 

strong team in the pres-
tigious tournament, the 
AIFF had provided expo-
sure tours for the U-17 side. 
They had played against 
Macedonia, Serbia and 
Benfica amongst other 
teams. They had also par-
ticipated in a four-nation 
tournament in Mexico 
where they lost to the home 
side and Colombia, but 
held Chile to a 1-1 draw 
with 10 men.

"Against Chile and 
Macedonia, we registered 
good results but the FIFA 
U-17 World Cup will be a 
competition and competi-
tions are different from 
friendly matches," de Ma-
tos said.

"However, the level of  
the players is very high and 
we plan to give it our all 
once the FIFA U-17 World 
Cup kicks off," he said.

The Indian Squad
Goalkeepers:  Dheeraj 
Singh, Prabhsukhan Gill, 
Sunny Dhaliwal.
Defenders: Boris Singh, 
Jitendra Singh, Anwar Ali, 
Sanjeev Stalin, Hendry An-
tonay, Namit Deshpande.
Midfielders: Suresh Singh, 
Ninthoinganba Meetei, 
Amarjit Singh Kiyam, Ab-
hijit Sarkar, Komal Thatal, 
L a l e n g m aw i a ,  Je a k -
son Singh, Nongdamba 
Naorem, Rahul Kannoly 
Praveen, Md.
Shahjahan.
Forwards: Rahim Ali, An-
iket Jadhav.


