
Lok sabha MP and President of Naga People’s Front (NPF) Neiphiu Rio (R) and Chief Minister of 
Nagaland TR Zeliang (L) at the General Convention of the NPF in Dimapur, Nagaland on Wednesday, 
20th September 2017.
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NPF party members attend the General Convention of the Naga People’s Front (NPF) in Dimapur, Nagaland on Wednesday. 
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Min.Max. Max.Min.
Aizawl 28° 21 °
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Delhi 35° 25°

Kolkata 33° 27°

Chennai 35° 26°

 Max:  Min:
KOHIMA 28° 18°
DIMAPUR 32° 25°
 RF:  RH:
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NPF tussle: 32871 say ‘Yes’ to Rio and Zeliang

VDBs’ opposition to villagers’ benefit sinister—ACAUT

Rio advises govt. to return to people

EastErn Mirror

Staff Reporter 
Dimapur, Sep.20 (EMN):  
Dimapur witnessed a mam-
moth gathering of NPF 
party workers supporting 
Chief Minister TR Ze-
liang and Lok Sabha MP 
Neiphiu Rio from Naga-
land, Manipur and Aru-
nachal Pradesh during the 
party's general convention 
on Wed. Sep.20, 2017 at 
DDSC stadium wherein 
around 42,000 supporters 
(as claimed by the party) af-
firmed and endorsed their 
support to Neiphiu Rio as 
the party president. 

Besides the Chief Min-
ister and 36 MLAs backing 
him, today's gathering has 
made a strong statement 
that Rio still commands re-
spect and popularity within 
the NPF party. The main 
structure that housed the 
convention hall with a di-
mension of about 500x1000 
feet with around 18000 
chairs inside the structure 
was filled to the brim. The 
gallery of the DDSC sta-
dium was also completely 
filled up and many were 
also seen sitting outside on 
the lawn. The gathering in-
cluded party workers’ from 
the 11 districts of the state, 
Manipur NPF party repre-
sentatives and Arunachal 
Pradesh NPF party repre-
sentatives.

NPF party officials in-
formed that around 20,000 
badges were arranged for 
the delegates however they 
ran out of badges even 
while the supporters’ con-
tinued to pour in the venue, 
confirming that the gather-
ing was more than 20,000.  

The NPF general con-
vention with unflinching 
support by 32871 NPF 
party workers (as per the 
registration record), ap-
proved the motion of both 
the Legislative Party and 
the Organisational Bodies 
of the party for removal of  
Dr. Shurhozelie Liezietsü 
from the office of the party 
president with effect from 
Aug.13, 2017 for his auto-
cratic, undemocratic and 
unconstitutional function-
ing of the party.

The convention en-
dorsed and adopted the 
unanimous decision of the 
Aug. 22, 2017 CEC meeting 
and appointed Rio, as the 
President of the (NPF) with 
effect from Aug.13, 2017.

Also, the convention 
called upon the Election 
Commission of India (ECI) 
to recognise the established 
majority of both the legis-

Dimapur, Sep. 20 (EMN):  The 
Against Corruption and Unabated 
Taxation (ACAUT) has noted with 
misgivings the objection of  the Na-
galand State VDB Association (NS-
VDBA) to the Nagaland government’s 
plan to implement Direct Benefit 
Transfer (DBT).

The organisation issued a press 
release on Wednesday calling “ne-
farious” the justifications of  the VDB 
in wanting to do away with the pro-
gramme for the rural poor. “The lavish 
life styles of  BDOs and VDB secretar-
ies are testament for all Nagas to see,” 
the ACAUT declared.

The objection of  the NSVDBA to 
the state government’s plan to imple-
ment the DBT is “most insidious reac-

tion,” the ACAUT stated. “The VDB 
association’s claim that by suddenly 
implementing DBT the very purpose 
of  the noble programme (MGNRE-
GA) will be defeated is utter nonsense. 
The people of  Nagaland are all too fa-
miliar with the nefarious intention of  
the association in objecting to the DBT 
and how the purpose of  this noble pro-
gram has turned out to be anything but 
noble is known to all.” 

Further, the ACAUT stated, the 
argument by the NSVDBA that the 
present system of  implementing MN-
REGA programme by the Nagaland 
state VDBs is “much better than many 
other states is true in the sense that the 
system works much better for the cor-
rupt Rural Development dept. and the 

VDBs since there’s much to loot under 
the present system of  unaccountabil-
ity.”  

Further, the anti-corruption noted 
the association’s claim that by intro-
ducing DBT at this stage the poor 
rural job holders will be ‘victimized.’ 
The ACAUT would beg to differ with 
this argument and so would the rest 
of  Nagaland since the only victims of  
DBT would be the RD officials and 
the VDBs. “The lavish life styles of  
BDOs and VDB secretaries are testa-
ment for all Nagas to see,” the press 
release stated.

The reaction has only “exposed 
their sinister design and is most shame-
ful,” the group stated. The NSVDBA 
asking other NGO’s and organiza-

tion not to meddle in the affairs of  the 
VDBs has only ‘unmasked their garb 
of  pretending to be working for the 
welfare of  the people.’

The ACAUT has urged the govern-
ment of  Nagaland not to fall for the 
“insidious ploy” but to ‘do the right 
thing for the poor and helpless rural 
folks of  Nagaland especially by un-
dertaking immediate measures to fa-
cilitate job card holders to easily open 
their bank accounts and ensuring that 
it is linked with Aadhaar. 

“The people of  Nagaland will wait 
with bated breath whether the govern-
ment of  Nagaland will sway to the 
whims and fancies of  a few vested in-
dividuals or work in favour of  the peo-
ple, whether the Govt wins or will give 

in to few profiteers working under the 
garb of  association. Ultimately it will 
be a test for T.R. Zeliang’s government 
rhetoric of  working for the good of  the 
people,” the press release added.

But will the NSVDBA please explain...
In the meantime, the ACAUT the 
asked the NSVDBA to clarify how the 
amount of  Rs. 1500 cr. ‘plus’ released 
for 2016-17 was utilized.

“In the meantime, the NSVDBA 
may explain how the amount of  Rs. 
1500 Cr plus released for MNREGA 
2016-17 was utilised since the Finance 
Department has been unable to ex-
plain the suspected double withdraw-
als. Maybe the NSVDBA has a better 
explanation,” the ACAUT added.

Let us always meet each 
other with smile, for the 
smile is the beginning of 

love. 

Mother Teresa
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canditate throughout my life 

because a Naga always pays his 
debts... for government jobs"
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lative party and the organisational 
structure of the party and deliver jus-
tice at the earliest to the NPF led by 
President Rio.

The NPF convention reiterated 
its election manifesto of committing 
itself  as the facilitator in the peace 
process and adopted the policy of  
equi-closeness.  While acknowledg-
ing and appreciating the ongoing 
progress on the Indo-Naga peace 
process, the convention urged upon 
the negotiating parties to expedite 
the negotiation to bring about an 
inclusive and early settlement, hon-
ourable and acceptable to the Naga 
people.

Zeliang claimed 103 CEC majority
Addressing the gathering, Zeliang 
further acknowledged that the gov-
ernment had created lots of  confu-
sion among the people and party af-
ter the state Governor PB Acharya 
dismissed Dr. Shurhozelie Liezi-
etsu’s government because of  their 
marginal representation.

There are 172 Central Execu-
tive Council (CEC) with the ECI, 
out of which nine are presidential 
nominees which makes the CEC 
163 members’ exclusive in strength. 
Out of 163, the party has 103 CEC 
members which is an absolute 2/3rd 
majority, maintained CM Zeliang.

“Because of the trust and confi-
dence placed by the people and party 
functionaries, Rio has been made 
the president of the party and I have 
been made the state chief minister. 
However, this formation will not be 
able to progress to the ECI because 
of the tussle; and for this reason the 
general convention has been con-
vened to prove majority to process 
it to the ECI for party approval, Ze-
liang expounded.

“They (Liezietsu’s group) had 
approached the High Court to put a 
stay order on Rio’s Office as the party 
president which was dismissed. Slyly 
they approached the Supreme Court 
which was also dismissed and there-
fore they approached the Mon Civil 
Court to bring stay order and close 
the NPF office led by Rio which was 
also dismissed and now the stay or-
der has been petitioned at Kohima 
Civil Court which the court refused 
to give a stay order and have instead 
instructed to maintaine status quo” 
said Zeliang.  Let the tussle go on till 
the last judgement by the Election 
Commission of India. The majority 
party will take over the ‘Cock sym-
bol’ and the majority will rule, as-
serted Zeliang with assurance.

The general convention of the 
NPF party has been convened at 
the appropriate time when we are 
encountering all visible and invis-
ible adversaries both from within 
and outside the party.  I believe this 
convention will give us ample oppor-
tunity to discuss all pertaining issues 
relating to party affairs and govern-
ment so that the party can carry the 

dream and aspirations of the people 
of Nagaland forward, conveyed the 
CM who also attributed the unwa-
vering support of NPF party men 
and women for their enduring posi-
tion despite all the political turmoil 
of the past and present.

He further added, ‘Anti defection 
law is very clear and I am reiterating 
this so that people can be clear about 
the confusion created through news-
papers’.

Accounting the formation of  
NPF in neighbouring Arunachal 
Pradesh and Manipur Zeliang said: 
in Manipur with much intricacy 
NPF party was formed and today we 
have sown the seed which is visible 
with today’s participation and I an-
ticipate that the same will be sown in 
Arunachal Pradesh too. If  this hap-
pens ‘Naga people by and large will 
survive under the umbrella of Cock 
symbol NPF’.

“Nagas of Arunachal Pradesh 
are scared to identify themselves as 
Naga because of threat from outside 
community. However after the NPF 
party establishment in Arunachal, 
Nagas of Arunachal is not terrified 
of their identity. This is one achieve-
ment for the Naga people living in 
Arunachal, a one step forward that 
NPF has created for the Naga peo-
ple living outside the state” he main-
tained.

Zeliang sheds light on success 
story of NPF-BJP alliance
Chief Minister TR Zeliang while 
deliberating on the NPF-BJP coali-
tion and the eyebrows raised at the 
NPF party said that the state has 
witnessed considerable development 
through the DAN alliance with the 
BJP.  

“The coalition with BJP is not a 
recent development but it has been 
since 2003 and we have meaningful 
coalition with BJP as DAN govern-
ment” upheld Zeliang.

“If we have to join the BJP gov-
ernment we could have done during 
the crisis period but we are fighting 
to protect the cock symbol so that 
Nagas can take shelter under NPF 
government” he clarified while stat-
ing “no government is in favour of  
corruption and with the change of  
system we can remove corruption”.

Taking time to publicise the 
national projects from the BJP gov-
ernment, Zeliang presented that in 
DAN III, the government managed 
to secure National Highways which 
in principle have been approved, 
that includes Showuba-Guzunyu-
Phughuboto-Zunheboto-Aghunato-
Shamator-Noklak-Pangsha which is 
about 200 km.

Trans Eastern Highway from 
Mon-Longwa-Pangsha-Kiphire-
Avangkhu of about 280 km; Gandhi 
Ashram,Chuchuyimlang NH-2 to 
Pangsha International Trade Centre 
of 160 km;  Peren-Tening to Tamen-
glong via Tamei in Manipur of about 

75 km; and Simulguri-Bihubar, As-
sam to Mon, Nagaland of 71 km.

He reminded the gathering that 
Dimapur-Kohima 4-lane road will 
be completed in three years time 
which is one achievement of DAN 
alliance. 

He also mentioned that the 
Golaghat gate (New Field gate) to 
Purana Bazaar road development 
has been sanctioned and the contrac-
tor have been selected. Also, Purana 
Bazar to Chumukedima road devel-
opment has been sanctioned while 
the work will begin after Oct. month, 
he stated.

In Kohima, starting from Kohi-
ma Police check gate to Lerie junc-
tion (2 lane road), Kohima town 
bypass road needs to be created, for 
which the survey is going on.

“Dimapur-Nuiland-Zhadima 
should be a bypass road for Dimapur-
Kohima which can be an alternative 
route during landslide for which a 
memorandum has been submitted to 
union ministry for which an amount 
has been sanctioned and work order 
has been issued while the work will 
commence soon” affirmed the CM.

The cooperation of landowners’ 
is essential for commencement of  
work and development.  The land-
owners who have the provision for 
land compensation should seek for 
it and the state government will be 
willing to provide them their rights 
however those who do not have the 
right of provision should refrain 
from claiming. If  this goes on, the 
work will be delayed, reiterated Ze-
liang.

“The NHIDCL have assured 
that if  the project is completed by 
two years 3% bonus will be added 
and therefore the contractors are in 
the effort to complete the project by 
two years” he communicated.

Four road development projects : 
Merangkong-Tamlu-Mon (Rs. 1500 
cr.); Changtongya-Longleng road, 
35 km (Rs. 430 cr.); Chakabama-
Zunheboto road (Rs. 1536 cr.); and 
Pfutsero-Phek (Rs. 990 cr.) sanc-
tioned under SARDP-NE has been 
resolved with the Supreme Court 
few days back.

“The work for these roads was in 
progress; however since the case was 
lying with the SC and with the case 
resolved, the SC has passed an order 
to pay Maytas-Gayatri for the work 
done till date and fresh tender will be 
initiated. Few days back fresh tender 
letter was provided where the land-
owners are to provide No Objection 
Certificate (NOC) after which the 
tender will be floated” he detailed.  

 Whatever development works 
have been done in three years will be 
measured and detailed during elec-
tion campaign and discussed. There 
are challenges ahead of NPF party, 
and to overcome and achieve it the 
party workers need to set aside dif-
ferences and bring the party to vic-
tory concluded the CM.  

Dimapur, Sep 20 (EMN): Member of the Lok 
Sabha Neiphiu Rio has advised the Nagaland 
government to take seriously the imperative to 
“govern our people mindfully” and “deliver 
justice and take the people’s problems as our 
priority.” 

Newly-inducted president of the Naga 
Peoples’ Front (NPF) Neiphiu Rio was deliv-
ering the presidential address at the September 
20 general convention of the party that was 
conducted at the DDSC stadium in Dimapur. 

"As the party president, I think and I ad-
vise that we must govern our people mindfully 
and deliver justice and take the people's prob-
lem as our priority.  Therefore we should run 
a transparent and corruption free government 
so that the targeted people get the benefit,” the 
former chief minister of Nagaland told a large 
gathering of NPF workers. 

“There is always criticism for everything 
when in the government and if  we don't run 
the government properly, every five years we 
will go to the people for their mandate." He 
has appealed to the elected representatives led 
by the Chief Minister TR Zeliang to ‘properly 
look after the welfare of the public.’  He had a 
word of caution for the political leaders: mis-
using power will ‘invite problems’ when they 
return to the people.

‘If  they abuse power, then we will have 
problems when they go back to the people,’ 
he said. Nonetheless, he expressed confidence 
that the NPF will deliver good governance 
and care for the people.

In other matters, Rio spoke of having been 
overwhelmed by the response of the party’s 
workers in reposing faith in his leadership. The 
gesture of the workers has emboldened him to 
work with more vigour for the development of  
the people, he told the gathering.

Addressing the extraordinary general 
convention, the Lok Sabha MP spoke about 
the formation of the NPF. He lamented the 
recent political crisis which he said gave rise 
to a situation where the former president be-
came ‘dictatorial, autocratic, undemocratic 
and unconstitutional.’ In the process, Rio said, 
democracy was replaced by ‘autocracy’ which 
resulted in expulsion and suspension of party 
leaders. This flouted all norms of the party, 
he said; he expressed regret that in spite of  
the sacrifices he made in the past, he was met 
with ‘expulsion and humiliation.’ Rio quoted 
former US President John F Kennedy: “Those 
who make peaceful revolution impossible will 
make violent revolution inevitable.”

“For the last three and half years, the NPF 
party–to which I along with likeminded lead-
ers set up – suspended me, humiliated me, 
insulted me, sidelined me and campaigned 
against me not only here in Nagaland but in 
Delhi also. In a way, it is good for me that I 
have learnt the reality of life,” Rio said in re-
flection. 

Stating that such kind of happening was 
not in the interest of the party or the state, the 
MP said that the appeals from his friends and 
colleagues for revocation of his suspension 
and reconciliation was faced with the wrath of  
the party’s former president.

“It is because of his style of functioning 
that he has brought the crisis upon himself  
and the party,” Rio explained. 

The new chief of the NPF also spoke 

briefly about the history of the party. He men-
tioned founding members such as A Kevichu-
sa, Vizol, N Zao Angami, Jatheo Lotha, Ta-
kasosang, Supongwati, Tajenyuba and other 
leaders.  He said that the Democratic Party 
(DP) was formed not only for Nagaland but 
for all other areas where Nagas were settled. 
He said that the party was registered with the 
Election Commission of India on November 
29 in 1963. He said that the party underwent 
changes over the decades: from Democratic 
Party to United Front of Nagaland, United 
Democratic Front, Naga National Demo-
cratic Party, Nagaland People’s Council and 
then Naga People’s Front from July 28, 2009. 
Stating that although the party’s nomencla-
ture was changed several times, he said that its 
policy, principles, symbol and motto remain 
unchanged.

With God’s blessings and the people’s sup-
port, he said that the NPF grew from strength 
to strength over the years and successfully 
spread to the states of Manipur and Arunach-
al Pradesh. 

Rio has also suggested amendment to the 
party’s constitution. He said that there was 
no clause to impeach, remove or suspend 
the president. In a democracy, he said, there 
should be a provision to remove anyone, no 
matter how big, if  he or she does not work in 
the interest of the party and the people.

Clarifies to NNPGs on 'interim govt.' 
MP Neiphiu Rio also clarified his remark 
about an interim government in the case of a 
political settlement that was questioned by the 
Working Group of the six Naga National Po-
litical Groups in some local dailies.

He reminded that even in the case of the 
16-point agreement that was signed in 1960,  
statehood was inaugurated only on Dec. 
1,  1963. There was an interim body for that 
period of three years to "arrange the system" 
such as delimitation of constituencies, training 
for administration and completing other basic 
works needed before statehood.

Rio further said it is his opinion that even 
at present, if  a political settlement is arrived 
at, although elections are due shortly, there 
will be an interim body to oversee the rear-
rangements of   the seats in the Parliament 
and the respective state assemblies for Naga 
areas of  Nagaland, Manipur and Arunachal 
Pradesh.

To this end, he stated that he has been in-
formed that the demand for the increase in 
the seats have been "agreed in principle".

He also stated that there will be eco-
nomic packages, rehabilitations and various 
programmes that will arrive and after it is 
set then only will the people go for elections 
again as required  in a democracy. He there-
fore urged all sections not to be confused with 
the issue of  interim government. 

He also reiterated that in any other plat-
form including the Parliament he has been 
stating that the Naga people need a settle-
ment,  then only will it usher in peace and 
prosperity.

He further added that as per the wishes 
of  all the people, that all have to be taken on 
board, the NPF party in its latest resolution 
has categorically mentioned the word inclu-
sive in its demand for an early settlement.
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The Lower Jail colony, Kohima repairing the colony road on Wednesday, September 20. The colony chairman said due to the deplorable road 
condition in the colony it has compelled to maintain the road voluntarily through the contributions from colony panchayat and well wishers.

CCSU, DEO officials and representatives from various unions after the launching programme.
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Summit 2017

Principal secretary to Gov. 
notifies on Swachhta Hi Sewa

‘Mission zero % free’ launched 
for Tuensang govt. schools

Organisations flay life attempt on businessman 

NSCN (R) cautions anti-social elements

Veteran Catholic missionary passes away

Weather forecast in other Districts 
Max Min DP rh rf

WoKha 23.8 19.2 20.7 87 4
ZBt - - - - -
Mon 29.4 22.6 22.7 93 NIL
tuensanG 20 18 18.8 96 8.3
MKG 27 22 22.7 83 1.2
PheK 25.2 19 19.2 94 24.2
KiPhire 25.4 20 18.5 80 1.8
sechÜ ZuBZa 26.5 20 22.6 92 7
LonGLenG 18.4 17 16.4 90 NIL
tseMinYu 25.6 21 21.6 93 3.2
JaLuKie 28 19 19.5 91 NIL
ManGKoLeMBa 31.2 23.6 24.7 94 1.6
*Dew Point (DP) *Relative Humidity (RH) * Rainfall (RF)
Source: Department of Soil & Water Conservation, Nagaland 

Dimapur, Sep. 20 (EMN): The 
Western Chakhesang Hoho (WCH) 
while condemning the assignation 
attempt on Proprietor of M/s. Kuda 
Cold Storage, L Doulo on Sep. 18 
and murder of  the taxi driver few 
days back in Kohima, appealed the 
NSCN (K) to answer as to why such 
action was made upon the Chakhe-
sang community repeatedly in a 
short span of time. 

A press relaese from WCH presi-
dent Vekhosayi Nyekha and General 
Secretary Kiesalie Thopi, stated that 
the hoho has seriously viewed the 
assassination bid on Doulo’s life and 
questioned the intention of the fac-
tion on what ground the attempt to 
take the life of a Naga septuagenar-
ian businessman was carried upon. 

“It is a heinous act where the 
same faction’s criminal cadres had 
taken the life of a young taxi driver 
at Kohima few days back and now 
another assassination attempt was 
made upon the same community 
in Dimapur by the same faction. 
One is made to take this as an insult 
to the community who are no less 
than any other Naga community in 
its sacrifice for the Naga cause,” the 

press release stated. 
The WCH appealed the NSCN 

(K) to answer as to why such action 
was made upon the Chakhesang 
community repeatedly in a short 
span of time, lest things get out of  
hand. 

The hoho also demanded Naga 
National People Groups to deliver 
swift justice and take punitive meas-
ures against their criminal cadres 
and not protect them or manipulate 
the truth and justify the wrong or try 
to escape by telling lies so that good 
will of the public is earned.

In a press statement, the WCH 
mentioned that few days earlier 
two information slips by Brigadier 
Finance in-charge of  Dimapur 
Akaho Jimo and Naga Finance 
Secy. NSCN (K) Khumutsa was 
given to L Doulo, proprietor of  
Kuda Cold storage for payment of  
tax to NSCN (K).

“On the fateful day Sept 18, five 
persons claiming to be from NSCN 
K came to the office of Kuda Cold 
Storage at around 2:30 to 2:40 PM 
and attempted to assassinate him 
after affirming themselves that they 
were the ones who demanded Rs. 

50,000/-. While interacting with 
them as a Naga elder, one of  the 
criminal cadres took out his pistol 
and fired from about 5 feet distance 
narrowly missing his head and whiz-
zing away from his ear. Then the 
criminal cadre took the second shot 
but the gun got jammed and failed 
to fire after which they escaped from 
the scene on their bikes,” the press 
release stated.

 “We wonder why the NPGs 
who had declared on July 24, 2017 
that they will not tax Naga entrepre-
neurs cannot be followed in letter 
and spirit. This only tarnishes the 
good image of the NPGs,” the re-
lease added.

The WCH also appealed to all 
the citizens and business communi-
ties to come together and condemn 
such evil act, taxing and assassina-
tion attempts in the name of  free-
dom movement. 

“If a 73 years old business man 
is not spared by rouge armed cadres 
roaming with murderous guns in 
our hometown, then Nagaland can-
not be safe for anyone,” the WCH 
added.

The WCH also stated that the 

community is not against the free-
dom movement of  the Nagas but 
will not allow any rouge armed 
cadres to hijack the noble cause of  
the Naga’s freedom movement to 
threaten or undermine the commu-
nity, Naga entrepreneurs and citi-
zens under the barrel of the guns. 

The asserted that the hoho will 
not stoop down nor back off when 
an insult of  such degree is made 
upon its community by any faction 
but shall seek justice according to the 
law of the land. 

The WCH called upon the Na-
gas particularly living in Dimapur 
to come out and remove criminals 
hiding behind the safe walls of  
Nagas freedom movement and also 
Naga national movement groups to 
take this opportunity to weed out 
criminals and rouge cadres damag-
ing their image and devastating the 
Naga nation by extorting money 
from the citizen.

Further, the hoho appealed the 
law enforcing agencies and the ad-
ministration to book the criminals 
so as to avoid public resorting to 
their own means in safeguarding 
citizens’ lives.

Dimapur, Sep. 20 (EMN):  
The Confederation of Chang 
Students’ Union (CCSU) in 
collaboration with District 
Education Office (DEO), 
Tuensang launched a “Mis-
sion zero % fee” on Sep. 15 
at CCSU Conference Hall, 
Tuensang. 

The project was launched 

in the presence of executive 
secretary, CBLT, Changsao 
Thangjam Setshang; Chang 
Students’ Union Tuensang 
Town; Tuensang Village 
Students’ Union; and range 
organisations of the respec-
tive high schools.

 In a press release, 
CCSU President Chingmak 

Kumchuba and Education 
& Statistical Secretary A 
Khumtong, stated that hav-
ing witnessed the nil results 
produced in the recent years 
of  class 10 examination, 
the CCSU felt the need of  
intervention in supervising 
the students so as to at least 
get through the exams.

The main objective of  
the project is to bring all 
the students of five govern-
ment high schools namely 
- GHS Chingmei, GHS 
Chingmelen, GHS Noksen, 
GHS Ngoungchung and 
GHS Sangsangyo under 
one study centre, the press 
release added.

CRPO:  The  Chizami 
Range Public Organiza-
tion (CRPO) has strongly 
condemned the ‘attempted 
murder’ on one of  its sen-
ior and respected mem-
bers, proprietor of  Kuda 
Cold Storage, Dimapur 
Lhoupenyi Doulo, by mis-
creants on Sep. 18. The 
CRPO appealed to the con-
cerned authority to take 
stringent and prompt ac-
tion against the perpetra-
tors at the earliest.
MVC: The Model Village 
Council (MVC) 5th Mile 
Dimapur has strongly con-
demned the act of  NSCN 
(K) on the life attempt of  
Proprietor of  M/s. Kuda 
Cold Storage L. Doulo, on 
Sep. 18. 

Doulo is a peace loving 
grandfather and a respected 
senior citizen of  the village, 
the release added. 

The MVC urged the 
concerned authority to im-
mediately book the culprits 
and award befitting punish-
ment as per the law of  the 
land. 

The counci l  chair -
man, MC Sekhose further 
warned that such criminal 
acts within the village ju-
risdiction shall be dealt 
with dire consequences in 

future. 
TVC: The Thetsümi Vil-
lage Council (TVC) has 
vehemently condemned 
the murder attempt on Pro-
prietor of  M/S Kuda Cold 
Storage, L Doulo at Model 
village, 5th mile Dimapur 
on Sep. 18 at around 2:40 
p.m. by members of  NSCN 
(K). 

The village council on 
behalf  of  the Thetsümi vil-
lagers questioned “the so 
called NPGs whether they 
are sincerely committed to 
work for the Naga cause 
or work for their own self-
interest by involving such 
anti-social activities. This 
cowardly act is a direct 
insult to every Naga.”

The TVC appealed to 
all the right thinking citi-
zens to stand united against 
such kind of  barbaric act 
as it could happen to any 
innocent peace loving citi-
zen.

The council further 
urged upon the state gov-
ernment to come out with 
a policy to protect and safe-
guard the unarmed civil-
ians and also demanded 
the law enforcing agencies 
to book the culprits at the 
earliest and award befitting 
punishment as per the law 

of  the land. 
CYO: The Chakhroma 
Youth Organisation (CYO) 
expressed shock over the 
life attempt on Proprietor 
M/s. Kuda Cold Storage 
L Doulo at in his office 
gate, 5th mile Model vil-
lage, by some miscreant on 
Sep. 18. 

The organisation has 
reiterated its appeal to all 
individual/UG groups/or-
ganisation to refrain from 
doing anti-social activities 
under its jurisdiction which 
may harass the sentiment 
and emotion of  the pub-
lic and affect the peaceful 
atmosphere of  its jurisdic-
tion.

The CYO further ap-
pealed to the enforcing 
agencies to book the cul-
prits and punish according 
to the law.
PCCI: The Phek Chamber 
of  Commerce and Indus-
tries (PCCI) has expressed 
shock and condemned the 
Sep. 18 incident, wherein 
unidentified armed miscre-
ants fired upon proprietor 
of  Kuda Cold Storage, L 
Doulo, at 5th Mile Model 
village, Dimapur. 

A condemnation note 
from PCCI president Mule-
pra Tsutso and general sec-

retary Chetezo Akami stat-
ed, “Life attempt, threat, 
extortion and murder etc. 
upon business commu-
nity in the state should be 
stopped. It is time we start 
searching for better an-
swers and understand why 
and how good it will be if  
you (so called unidentified 
armed miscreants) do for 
goodness as much as you 
do for badness. Taxation 
and extortion be stopped 
and you start feeding your-
selves.” 

As proud Nagas we 
reiterate our commitment 
to peace, safety and secu-
rity upon business commu-
nity and Nagas, the PCCI 
added.
NCD:  Naga  Counc i l 
Dimapur (NCD) has ex-
presses shock and anger at 
the attempted murder of  
Proprietor of  Kuda Cold 
Storage L Doulo on Sep. 
18. “Such cowardly act 
has been looming threat 
to the Naga society and 
we should not allow these 
goons to terrorize us,” said 
NCD. The council also 
urged the law enforcing 
agencies to apprehend the 
perpetrators at the earliest 
and award befitting punish-
ment.

Dimapur, Sep. 20 (EMN): The Diocese of  Kohima is sad-
dened with the demise of  former vicar general and parish 
priest of  Chiephobzou, Rev. Fr. Mathew Keemattam, on 
Sep. 20, at Bethel Medical Centre, Kohima.  The funeral 
service will be held on Sep. 21, 4 p.m. at St. Joseph’s 
Church, Chumukedima.

According to the press release of  the Diocese of  Ko-
hima, Fr. Mathew was admitted at Bethel Medical Centre, 
Kohima on Sep. 16 after a brief  illness. 

Rev. Mathew was born at Ramapuram, Kerala, on Oct. 
30, 1945. In 1963, he joined St. Thomas Minor Seminary, 
Mylapore for the Diocese of  Diburgarh. He completed his 
philosophical and theological studies in Sacred Heart Col-
lege, Poonamallee, Chennai. He was ordained a priest on 
December 20, 1973, for the Diocese of  Kohima by Bishop 
Mar Sebastian Vayalil, Bishop of  Pala, at St. Augustine’s 
Forane Church Ramapuram. Since then, he exercised his 
priestly ministry in the diocese with total dedication and 
commitment. 

He was first appointment at St. Thomas Church, Tu-
ensang as assistant priest. In 1978, he took in-charge of  
Kiphire Mission. In 1980 he was back at St. Thomas Parish 
as the Parish Priest. In 1984, he was transferred to Queen 
Mary’s Parish, Mokokchung. The year 1985, saw him as 
the Parish Priest of Holy Cross Parish, Dimapur. Later in 
1990, he was appointed as the rector of the Good Shepherd 
Seminary, Dimapur. In 1995 he went St. Peter’s Seminary, 
Bangalore, to pursue higher Studies in Canon Law. In 1997 
he served at St. Joseph Parish, Chumukedima as Parish 
Priest. He was the Vicar General of  the Diocese of  Ko-
hima for 10 years. In 2005, he was appointed at St. Joseph 
College as rector. Later he was transferred to St. Xavier’s 
Parish, Meluri in 2006 and then to St. Dominic’s Parish, 
Chiephobozou in 2012 serving till he breath his last on.

After his ordination to the priesthood in 1973, Fr. 
Mathew spent the best of  his youthful years as a zealous, 
dedicated and committed missionary to spread the good 
news among the people of  Nagaland. The first years of  
his priestly life spent in zealous and sacrificing way had 
a lot to tell on his effectiveness as a pastor and healer of  
souls later. As the assistant parish priest of  Tuensang, Fr. 
Mathew devoted most of  his time and youthful energy 
furthering the missionary work in Kiphire area. He con-
tacted many villages and held numerous meetings with 
the public. As a result of  all his endeavours, the first com-
munity was formed at Phelungre with the baptism of  30 
people on May 7, 1975. The Church at Kiphire flourished 
under his leadership. 

The community of  the Holy Cross Parish has benefit-
ted much from Fr. Mathew’s work. His experience and 
knowledge of  the people helped him to be a good pastor 
and guide. People from villages came to seek his advice on 
various matters. He was indeed a friend of all. He talked to 
everyone with love, understanding and concern. Through 
his affectionate and fatherly ways he won the hearts of  the 
faithful and led to God in prayer. 

During the five years that he spent in Good Shepherd 
Seminary as rector, Fr. Mathew kept the formation and 
growth of  the young seminarians dear to his heart. He 
enveloped the seminarians with genuine love, affection 
and fatherly concern. That is why even today, many of  
his past students sweetly recall Fr. Mathew as man with 
a big heart. He had served the people of  Nagaland with 
zeal and fortitude till his last breath.

Dimapur, Sep. 20 (EMN): 
The Principal Secretary 
to the Governor of  Naga-
land, Piyush Goyal, has 
informed all 11 districts 
deputy commissioners and 
the vice chancellors of  
Nagaland University, St. 
Joseph University, Global 
Open University and IC-
FAI University regarding 
the launch of  Swachhta Hi 
Sewa (SHS) campaign by 
the president of  India.

A press release from 
Pro to Governor, men-
tioned that the principal 
secretary has expressed 
desire of  the Governor 
PB Acharya that they lead 
the SHS campaign in their 

respective jurisdictions and 
to send a report along with 
photographs. 

Earlier the governor has 
written to all 60 Members 
of  the Nagaland Legislative 
Assembly (MLAs) includ-
ing the Chief  Minister and 
Members of  Parliament, 
to be a part of  the SHS 
campaign requesting them 
to conduct programmes 
across the state/constituen-
cies and send details along 
with photographs of  the 
programme. 

The SHS campaign is 
to continue till Oct. 2 to 
generate awareness regard-
ing sanitation across the 
country. 

Dimapur, Sep. 20 (EMN): NSCN/GPRN (Reformation) 
has directed all the concerned colonies/ GBs, councils, 
responsible youth organisations and women hohos under 
Union Territory -1 to cooperate with the Naga army to 
eradicate all anti-social elements such as illegal drugs, liq-
uors and vehicle lifters.

NSCN (R) UT-I chairman and commander warned that 
all those unethical activities within the jurisdiction would be 
penalised according to the standing national yehzabo.

Dimapur, Sep. 20 (EMN): 
The state government will 
be hosting the 4th Northeast 
Connectivity Summit 2017 
at Kohima on Sep. 22 and 
23rd. the programme for 
both days will commence 
from 9 a.m. onwards. Dig-
nitaries including diplomats, 
industry leaders and foreign 
delegations will be attending 
the event.

Press conference: In con-
nection to Northeast Con-
nectivity Summit, additional 
chief secretary and finance 
commissioner and officials 
of  FICCI will be address-
ing a press conference on 
Sep. 21, 11 a.m. at the State 
Institute of Rural Develop-
ment (SIRD) Guest House, 
opposite Solidarity Park. All 
media persons in Kohima 
have been invited to attend.

AHODs, HODs informed: 
The Chief  Secretary Pan-
kaj Kumar has directed all 
AHODs and HODs to at-
tend the two day session, 
especially the inaugural and 
valedictory sessions. Officers 
are also requested to partici-
pate in the plenary sessions.

IPR dept. nominated as nodal 
department for film
The Government of Nagaland has nominated 
Information and Public Relations (IPR) department as 
the nodal department for film and all related matters for 
the state. The notification was issued in accordance with 
Section 20 (x) and (xi) of the Nagaland Rules of Executive 
Business, 2016 by the Secretary to the Government of 
Nagaland, P&AR Department, Angau I Thou.

Intersectoral convergence  
meet on dengue
In view of the recent emergence of dengue cases in 
the district, Deputy Commissioner cum chairman 
District Health Society Dimapur, Kesonyü Yhome, has 
informed all medical officers of private hospitals and 
clinics under Dimapur district jurisdiction to positively 
attend the intersectoral convergence meeting on Sep. 
22, 2 p.m. at DC’s conference hall.

School of Edu. directs SDEOs
The Principal Director of School Education, Smita 
Sarangi has informed all Sub-Divisional Education 
Officers (SDEOs) to submit the detail list of text books 
stock in the respective jurisdiction immediately to 
the Directorate Text Book Production (TBP) Section, 
Room No. 10, Ground Floor or mail to cvyphei47@
gmail.com/ruihames77@gmail.com or send through 
Watsapp to 8794279254.

sDeo Dimapur informs teachers
Sub-Divisional Education officer (SDEO) Dimapur has 
informed all the teachers under SDEO Dimapur that 
due to condonation of overage of government service, 
all the teachers who were appointed overage (entry 
in service after 30 years of age and above during the 
period w.e.f. 01.01.87 upto 15.11.2007 are directed 
to personally submit appointment order along, matric 
admit card during office hour on or before Sep. 25. 

Levi convenes meeting for 
Lokayukta bill
Parliamentary Secretary for Housing, Levi Rengma, 
who is also the chairman of the Select Committee 
on the Nagaland Lokayukta Bill, 2015, has convened 
a consultative meeting with concerned government 
departments and ACAUT Nagaland (invitees only) 
on Sep. 26, 11 a.m. at the Committee Room of 
the Assembly Secretariat, in connection with the 
examination of the Nagaland Lokayukta Bill, 2015. 
All the concerned committee members have being 
requested to attend the meeting.

nscn/GPrn (r) informs
The NSCN/GPRN (R) has informed to all the concerned 
that, Temjen Ao, has been endorsed the responsibility 
as caretaker of Ao region to look after the affairs of the 
region till the given period of time. It has requested to 
all to oblige with him in matters relating to government 
assignment.  For further query and clarification contact 
one may contact 8575498974.

KUDD meeting cum social work
Khezhakeno Union Dimapur District (KUDD) will be 
holding meeting cum social work on Sep. 23 from 
8 a.m. The union has informed all office bearers, 
executives and unit representatives to compulsory 
attend the meet.

DCC Dimapur convenes meeting
District Congress Committee (DCC) Dimapur General 
Secretary (Adm.) Hollohon Chishi has informed all 
the presidents of Assembly Constituency Congress 
Committee, frontals and DCC office bearers under 
Dimapur district that there will meeting on Sep. 23, 11 
a.m. at Congress Bhavan, Dimapur. All concerned have 
been requested to attend the meeting.

OET general meeting
Okotsoe Educational Trust (OET) has informed all 
its members that there will be general meeting on 
Saturday, Sep. 23, 10 a.m. at Lotha Hoho Ki. All the 
concerned have been requested to attend the meeting 
positively.

Khelhoshe Polytechnic atoizu informs
Khelhoshe Polytechnic, Atoizu has informed all the 
students of that filling up of forms for even semester 
(II, IV and VI) compartmental examination has been 
scheduled from Oct. 4 to 10th, during office hours 
from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. Students are directed to submit 
the photocopy of their marksheet while filling up the 
forms. Forms will not be entertained in any manner 
after the last notified date.

nscn (r) ut-1 recovers bike
The NSCN/GPRN (R) UT-1 has recovered two wheeler 
Super Splender, black color bearing engine No- 
JAO5ECD9G11276, Chassis No- MBLJAO5EKD9G11468. 
Rightful owner may contact (7629017974) and claim 
the same within three days by producing original 
documents. 

PNTMK to hold fresher’s meet 
Poumai Naga Tsüdoumai Me Kohima (PNTMK) 
(students’ union) will be holding its 33rd fresher’s meet 
cum literary day on the theme “Expand the horizons” 
on Sep. 23, 9 a.m. at Angami Public Organisation (APO) 
Kohima.  Chairman ADC of Senapati, ML Markson, will 
grace the programme as chief guest. Member ADC 
of Senapati in-charge of finance, town and planning, 
Alexander Maikho, as guest of honour and vice 
president of Naga Students’ Federation, Boveio Poukai 
Duo, as special guest.

NeWS iN Brief



Our Correspondent
Wokha, Sep 20 (EMN): Lotha Students’ 
Union (LSU) today conducted a felicitation 
programme for the 32 students on com-
pletion of  free basic and diploma (DCA) 
course sponsored by Zagreus Computer, 
recognized by Government of  Nagaland 
thorough the initiative of LSU.

Speaking on the occasion, LSU presi-
dent Lipemo M Tsopoe congratulated the 
students for successfully completing the 
computer course. Stating that students’ 
community were benefited through Za-
greus Computer, he thank the proprietor 
Benithung Humtsoe for sponsoring the 32 
students.

Stating that “Learning is a continues 
process,” Tsopoe encouraged the students 

to further continue and avail courses as Za-
greus Computer has assured 50% course fee 
discount to the students who has completed 
basic course at the institute.

LSU president also informed the stu-
dents to attend the 1st cultural day cum 
inter-school and college competitions to be 
conducted on September 23 in full tradition-
al attire. He also encouraged the students to 
preserve ones tradition and cultural values 
which according to him is our identity.

The programme was chaired by Yen-
rothung Odyuo, LSU vice president, and 
the invocation prayer was said by Yanthan-
thung Yanthan, LSU finance secretary.

LSU further informed that it will spon-
sor another 30 students in which they need 
to pay only the registration fee.

3
EastErn Mirror  |  Dimapur, Thursday, September 21, 2017

C
M

YK

MLAs R Tohanba and Kuzholuzo Nienu speaking at the consultative 
meeting of NPF Dimapur division on September 20.

Dr. Shurhozelie addressing the 
party workers at the consultative 
meetintg in Kohima on 
September 20.

LSU officials along with Zagreus Computer staff and students pose for lens during the felicitation programme 
at its office on September 20.

State

‘General convention unconstitutional’

LSU fetes merit students

Dr. Shurhozelie is legitimate president: Nienu

Rio’s group cannot fool ECI: Dr. Shürhozelie
Our Correspondent

Kohima, Sep. 20 (EMN): 
Naga People’s Front (NPF) 
led by Dr. Shürhozelie Liezi-
etsu today launched a fresh 
tirade of allegations and cau-
tions against the rival NPF 
group led by Lok Sabha MP 
Neiphiu Rio including a 
threat to expose files on mis-
appropriation of thousands 
of  crores of  state fund by 
those heading the rebellion.

Addressing a consulta-
tive meeting of  the party’s 
central office bearers, CEC, 
central frontal/cells and di-
visional office bearers at the 
NPF central office Kohima, 
party president and former 
chief  minister and MLA 
Dr. Shürhozelie Liezietsu as-
serted that the present crisis 
was the creation of few peo-
ple whose ambitions have 
become ‘insatiable’ and the 
detractors, he alleged, were 
trying every unconstitutional 
move not only to grab eve-
rything but also to destroy 
the party. 

The rival group, he said, 
have exhausted their moves 
and as a last attempt, Rio 
himself  claimed to be the 
NPF party president and is 
trying to pull as many lead-
ers as possible so that they 
can prove to the Election 
Commission of India (ECI) 
that they have the majority. 

“But they cannot fool 
the ECI like the way they 
have been fooling the peo-
ple here. ECI is well aware 
and they are very thorough 
about the procedure that 
we have followed in electing 
me and my team,” Liezietsu 
insisted. 

Explaining how his 
team was elected on No-
vember 26, 2014, by 5221 
active members at the then 
general convention, he said 

Staff Reporter
Dimapur, Sep. 20(EMN): 
Dr. Shurhozelie Liezietsu 
led NPF DAN chairman, 
Kuzholuzo Nienu, today re-
affirmed that Dr. Shurhoze-
lie Liezietsu is the legitimate 
president of the NPF party, 
adding the 33 MLAs who 
were expelled and suspended 
from the party have no rights 
to use the party name.

Speaking at the NPF 
Dimapur division consulta-
tive meeting on September 
20 at Landmark Colony 
PWD, Nienu has termed 
the present political develop-
ment as a blessing in disguise 

as he believed that God will 
favour NPF and let the crisis 
resolved before the 2018 
general election.

On the expelled and sus-
pended members, he alleged 
that their only aim was to 
pocket government funds. 
In order to avail basic needs 
from the government like 
health care, water supple and 
electricity, he asked the party 
workers to vote for the right 
candidate and right party 
and that is NPF.

Also speaking on the 
occasion, MLA R Tohanba 
has termed the present crisis 
as a turning point for the 
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and maintained that many 
people have gone to their 
side because of their money, 
and not because they liked 
the leaders.

“Mr Rio was chief min-
ister for a long time and he 
created a liability of over Rs 
1500 crore which became a 
State burden. TR (Zeliang) 
took over again and he add-
ed another Rs 500 crore…. I 
am not very thorough about 
it but some people told me 
that the State liability will 
stand at over Rs 2000 crore 
now,” Liezietsu stated and 

went on to question where 
all these money were utilised 
adding that it was because of  
this heavy liability that the 
people of the state were now 
suffering.

He also pointed out that 
‘these two giants’ have been 
shamelessly fighting in the 
court over each other’s edu-
cational qualification but 
they were together today to 
“destroy” the NPF party 
as they have entered into a 
‘secret agreement with the 
BJP’. 

He stated that the party 

leaders have been very good 
and liberal till this point, 
however, if Rio’s group con-
tinued to provoke them, he 
warned that they might be 
compelled to open the lat-
ter’s files ‘where thousands 
of crores liabilities were cre-
ated,’ the records of which 
he claimed the party had.

“But we hope they will 
also come to their senses 
and therefore, let us wait 
and watch,” he told party 
workers.

Taking a dig on the 
present government under 

Our Correspondent
Kohima, Sep. 20 (EMN): 
Dr. Shurhozelie Liezietsu 
led Naga People’s Front 
(NPF) has urged the Elec-
tion Commission of  India 
not to take cognizance 
of  the NPF general con-
vention held today at Di-
mapur saying it was ‘un-
constitutional, illegal and 
unauthorised’ organised 
at Dimapur by expelled 
and suspended MLAs and 
MP, whose sole intention 
was to destroy the NPF 
so that they could switch 
over to some other politi-
cal parties in the months 
to come.

In its consultative meet-
ing held today at Central 
Headquarters, Kohima, 
the NPF of  Shürhozelie’s 
camp asked the ECI to 
treat the general conven-
tion as “an exercise by 
some frustrated former 
par ty functionaries to 
boost the sagging morale 
of  their followers who 
have come to realise that 
they do not have the legal 
baggage with them this 
time round too.” 

“We out-rightly con-
demn the unconstitutional, 
illegal and unauthorised 
so-called general conven-
tion being organized at 
Dimapur by expelled and 

suspended MLAs and 
MP whose sole intention 
is to destroy the NPF so 
that they can switch over 
to some other political 
parties in the months to 
come,” said a press note 
appended by NPF resolu-
tion committee convenor 
Apong  Pongener  and 
member secretary Sebas-
tian Zumvu. 

The consultative meet-
ing, which was attended 
by central office bearers, 
central executive council 
members, central frontals 
and cells and divisional 
units and office bearers 
also deliberated at length 
the prevailing situation, 
the release informed. 

While reposing it’s 
unflinching support to 
the leadership of  NPF 
president Dr. Shürhozelie 
Liezietsu and his team of  
office bearers, the party 
also placed on record its 
dismay at the sheer and 
blatant disloyalty shown 
by few party functionaries 
“who chose the proverbial 
thirty pieces of  silver disre-
garding their integrity and 
honesty.” 

The party also ridi-
culed the Governor PB 
Acharya on his handling 
the affairs stating while 
he talked about corrup-

tion in the government 
he himself  was one of  the 
architects who toppled the 
Dr. Shürhozelie-headed 
government which was 
determined to curb cor-
ruption such as back-door 
appointments, deduction 
of  developmental funds, 
handing over the infamous 
MKR Pillai’s case to the 
CBI, etc. 

The party also criti-
cised the NLA Speaker for 
molesting the Constitution 
of  India by way of  giving 
precedence to the whip of  
his brother-in-law TR Ze-
liang on July 21, 2017. 

To this, the it reminded 
the NLA Speaker not to 
murder democracy and cir-
cumvent the Tenth Sched-
ule of  the Constitution of  
India Para 2 (b), but give a 
time-bound ruling as speci-
fied by the NLA (Disquali-
fication on the Ground of  
Defection) Rules 2003, 
wherein, he is required to 
pass an order within 7 days 
of  receipt of  the reply from 
the respondents. 

M ea nwhi l e,  i t  ex -
pressed full confidence 
on the judiciary to deliver 
justice at the earliest. It 
further appealed to all its 
rank and file to be patient 
and await the outcome of  
the court verdicts.

NPF in the State. He has ap-
preciated the NPF function-
aries and the party workers 
for their tremendous efforts 
and sacrifices to attend the 
meeting.

He said the NPF party 
since its inception in 1963 
continues to remain as a 
regional party. He described 
Dr. Shurhozelie Liezietsu as 
an authentic regionalist in 
whom they find comfort and 
to work under his guidance 
and leadership. 

He agreed that the state 
is been ruled by the uncon-
stitutional government at 
present and assured that they 
will be in power through the 
blessings of Dr. Shurhozelie 
within no time. He also con-
veyed the message of  Dr. 
Shurhozelie to give party 
tickets to the younger gen-
eration who can be moulded 
and guided and to bring out 
women candidates in the 
political arena. 

The vote of thanks was 
delivered by Temsuyanger 
Jamir, general secretary 
(Adm) youth wing Dimapur 
division. 

IN LOVING MEMORY

Rev. Fr. Mathew Keemattam, Diocese of Kohima, Nagaland

Born: 30.10.1945
Ordained: 20.12.1973

Died: 20.09.2017
Funeral on 21st September 2017 at 4. 00 P.M, St. Joseph’s Church Chumukedima, Nagaland
We the Bishop, Priests, Religious and Lay faithful of Diocese of Kohima mourn at the 
sudden demise of our beloved priest, brother and friend. May his soul rest in peace
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TR Zeliang, Liezietsu as-
serted that ‘our ministers 
and parliamentary secretar-
ies’ call themselves NPF 
but they are busy only to 
destroy this party. He alleged 
that they were not attending 
office. 

Also expressing dismay 
over the party leaders who 
chose to side with Rio and 
Zeliang, Liezietsu said those 
leaders have sold away their 
leadership for a few lakhs of  
rupees. 

On the appointment of  
Zeliang as NPF whip by 
the rival group, Liezietsu 
said they were delaying the 
matter in the court again 
and again. He was, however 
certain that TR government 
will end sooner or later when 
the case is taken up. 

He pointed out that his 
government, during its five 

months in office, cleared 
more than 600 files, includ-
ing 80% cabinet memos that 
were pending when he took 
over as chief  minister. “If  
you really want to do some-
thing for the people, there 
are so many chances and so 
many ways where you can 
play your part effectively to 
help the people,” he said. 
Towards this, he stressed 
that the party must think 
of  offering an alternative 
government to the people so 
that it would deliver goods 
to the people and the future 
generations.

Making a mention of  
a message from the rival 
camp that he (Liezietsu) 
should not be ‘too stubborn 
to admit if anybody wants to 
come’, Shurhozelie clarified 
that he was not being stub-
born and would welcome 

anyone who wanted to come 
to the party fold. 

Others who spoke at the 
meeting included MLAs 
Yitachu, N Thongwang and 
P Longon, NPF working 
president Huskha Yepthomi, 
NPF Manipur unit president 
W Morung Makunga and 
presidents of Mokokchung 
and Wokha units. 

Rajya Sabha MP KG 
Kenye, who chaired the 
meeting, announced that 
the party had recently in-
stalled 13 new office bearers 
at different levels and the 
party president Liezietsu 
administered oath of  office 
to seven of  them who were 
present. During the meet-
ing, the house observed 
minute of  silence in memo-
ry of  party leader late Zaku 
Tsükrü who passed away 
on September 17.

the party had prepared all 
the procedures involved 
and sent them to the ECI 
and that the latter has all 
the records including the 
names of those 5221 active 
members who voted for the 
team.

“This time, 37 MLAs ap-
pointed Rio to be the interim 
president, that too from a 
government building- the 
State Banquet Hall. They 
will not be able to fool the 
ECI. So whatever show they 
are putting up in Dimapur or 
elsewhere, we need not wor-
ry. Nothing will happen,” he 
assured party functionaries, 
making an indirect remark 
on the general convention 
being held simultaneously in 
Dimapur today by the other 
group.

Stating that it was time 
for the party leaders to speak 
out ‘the truth’, he threw fresh 
assertions at the present 
chief minister, TR Zeliang, 
and the sitting MP Rio. He 
called them ‘money giants’ 
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Journalist killed by tribal party 
cadres in Tripura: Police

Tripura: Over 60 CPI-M tribal wing 
members hurt in attack by rivals

KS Thanga sworn in as 
new Mizoram minister

Manipur govenor speaks on 
conservation of water ways Recognise ex-TMC MLAs as 

BJP members in Tripura: BJP 

Sector commander meeting 
between BSF, BGB held

12 out of 15 Meghalaya 
Govt PSUs incur nearly 
Rs 400 cr. loss

Five HNLC militants nabbed in Assam 

Agartala, Sep. 20 (IANS):  A 
journalist working for a local 
television channel was allegedly 
killed in an attack by tribal party 
cadres in Tripura on Wednesday, 
police said.

Police said that  agi tated 
members of  Indigenous People’s 
Front of  Tripura (IPFT) and CPI-
M’s tribal wing Tripura Rajaer 
Upajati Ganamukti Parishad 
(TRUGP) gathered at Mandai in 
western Tripura after Tuesday’s 
series of  violent attacks across the 
state.

Since Tuesday, prohibitory 
orders under Section 144 of  the 
Code of  Criminal Procedure 
(CrPC) were promulgated in more 
than 10 places of  West Tripura 

and Khowai districts, including 
Mandai.

“Police resorted to lathicharge 
and dispersed the mob in Mandai 
as they assembled there violating 
the prohibitory orders.  The 
IPFT members killed journalist 
Shantanu Bhowmik, 28, during the 
melee. Police later recovered his 
body and brought it to government-
run Govind Ballabh Pant Medical 
College and Hospital,” a police 
official said.

Bhowmik along with his 
colleagues had gone to Mandai to 
cover the development there.

Later,  Deputy  Inspector 
General of  Police Arindam Nath 
told IANS that police subsequently 
arrested four IPFT members from 

the spot, 35 km north of  here.
Wednesday’s  incident  a t 

M a n d a i  wa s  a n  u p s h o t  o f  
Tuesday’s series of  violent attacks 
across the state.

On Tuesday, over 60 members 
of TRUGP were injured in separate 
attacks allegedly by rival IPFT 
cadres at 12 places in Tripura.

The injured also included 
women and a police official. Of the 
60 injured, 11 TRUGP members 
were seriously wounded and were 
admitted to the government-run 
medical college and hospital here.

TRUGP President Jitendra 
Chowdhury said: “The IPFT 
members attacked the TRUGP 
men and women when the latter 
were coming in vehicles to Agartala 

from different places in Tripura to 
attend a party rally here.”

The IPFT cadres also burnt 
down at least two buses in which 
the TRUGP men were travelling, 
though no one was injured.

T h e  T RU G P  r a l l y  w a s 
addressed by Chief  Minister 
and CPI-M politburo member 
Manik Sarkar, party President 
and Lok Sabha member Jitendra 
Chowdhury, and Tripura Tribal 
Areas Autonomous Distr ict 
C o u n c i l  ( T TA A D C )  C h i e f  
Executive member Radha Charan 
Debbarma, among other leaders.

The IPFT and the Twipraland 
State Party have been agitating for 
upgrading the existing TTAADC 
to a separate tribal state.

Aizawl, Sep. 20 (PTI): 
Senior Congress leader K S 
Thanga was today sworn in 
as a new minister in the Lal 
Thanhawla government.

Mizoram Governor Lt 
Gen Nirbhay Sharma (Retd) 
administered the oath of  
office and secrecy to Thanga 
in the swearing-in ceremony 
held at the Raj Bhavan.

With  Thanga ,  La l 
Thanhawla government has 
now 11 minister. Mizoram 
can have maximum of  12 
ministers.Thanga has been 
given the rank of a minister 

of state.
T h e  5 7 - y e a r - o l d , 

Thanga, a former student 
leader joined the Congress 
and won from Aizawl 
South -III seat in 2008 state 
assembly polls as Congress 
candidate and was appointed 
as parliamentary secretary.

He won from the same 
constituency in the 2013 
assembly polls and was again 
inducted as parliamentary 
secretary from which he 
resigned on August 30, 
following the declaration 
of  the act for appointment 

of parliamentary secretaries 
as ‘unconstitutional’ by the 
Supreme Court.

Sources in the ruling 
C o n g r e s s  s a i d  t h a t 
Lalawmpuii Chawngthu 
was also to be sworn-in as 
minister today but could 
not be sworn in as she was 
in Delhi.

Lalr inmawia Ralte 
who had resigned from the 
ministry was appointed as 
Political Adviser to Chief  
Minister yesterday, and 
he was given the rank of  
Minister of State.

Our Correspondent
Imphal, Sep. 20(EMN): 
The water ways in the state 
should be used for water 
way transportation as done 
in other parts particularly 
in European countries.

This was stated by 
Manipur Governor Dr 
Najma Heptulla while 
speaking to media persons 
for the second time at 
Raj Bhavan in Imphal on 
Wednesday.

“ I  w i l l  s p e a k  t o 
the government in this 
regard as we’ve so many 
water  ways,”  says  Dr 
Heptulla.“We need to 
think new ways so that 
our environment can be 
kept healthy because the 
numbers of  vehicles on 
road are also on the rise.”

Informing that she 
had identified 15-16 areas 
where the government 
needs to focus for the 
development of  the state, 
she said development 
of  tourism is a must in 
the state and for this it 
is the need of  the hour 
to create infrastructure 

and manpower besides 
developing cultural aspects 
too.

To  d e ve l o p  wa t e r 
sports and other livelihood 
missions, the Loktak Lake, 
the largest fresh water lake 
should be keep clean, she 
added. We can also develop 
floriculture which has rich 
biodiversity in the hill areas. 
So that it will create job for 
women especially without 
disturbing biodiversity.

To  a c c e l e r a t e  t h e 
efforts to achieve universal 
sanitation coverage and to 
put focus on sanitation, 
Prime Minister of  India 
has launched Swachh 
Bharat Mission on Oct. 
2, 2014, the campaign 
aims to achieve the vision 
of  a Clean India. The 
Swachh Bharat Abhiyan 
is the most significant 
cleanliness campaign by 
the Government of  India.

Cleanliness is a very 
significant necessary to be 
followed throughout the 
life by everyone to really 
enjoy the nature’s beauty 
by living a healthy and fit 

life. Cleanliness is really an 
abstract state of  being clean 
as well as free from dirt. 

She said that she is 
working hard for removal 
of  Ithai Barrage, due to this 
barrage, the largest lake in 
the Northeast, Loktak lake 
is shrinking and polluted. 
Water  cannot f low to 
the downstream. With 
proper infrastructure and 
manpower, water sports, 
swimming could be done 
in Loktak lake.

Seminar and lecture 
were organised at Raj 
Bhavan for school children.

On Flying Doctors 
scheme, Governor said it’s 
working on the modality. 
The scheme is one of  its 
kinds and will be very 
useful for other hill areas 
in the NE region as the 
neighbouring states in 
the area share similar 
topographical features. 
Adding that North Eastern 
Council  has allocated 
Rs 25 cr. for the scheme 
added, the Governor. She 
also appealed to respect 
national anthem.

Agartala, Sep. 20 (IANS): 
One-and-half  months after 
s ix  axed TMC MLAs 
joined the BJP, its leader 
on Wednesday urged the 
Tripura Assembly Speaker 
to recognise the legislators 
as BJP lawmakers.

“I  have received a 
letter from Tripura BJP 
President Biplab Kumar 
Deb requesting me to 
recognise the six legislators 
as its party members,” 
Tripura Assembly Speaker 
R a m e n d r a  C h a n d r a 
Debnath told IANS.

“In response, I wrote 
a letter to the state BJP 
President to ask the six 
legislators to submit letters 
individually or collectively 
saying that they have shifted 
their allegiance from TMC 
to BJP.” He said: “After 
getting the letter from all 
the six MLAs, I would call 
them for a meeting and start 
necessary procedure in this 
regard.”

Deb also requested the 

Speaker to recognise Diba 
Chandra Hrangkhawl, one 
of  the six members of  the 
Legislative Assembly, as 
leader of  the Bharatiya 
Janata Party legislator 
group.

Led by Sudip Roy 
Barman, five lawmakers 
-- Ashish Kumar Saha, 
Diba Chandra Hrangkhawl, 
Biswa Bandhu Sen, Pranjit 
Singh Roy and Dilip Sarkar 
-- accompanied by hundreds 
o f  former  Tr inamool 
Congress  leaders  and 
workers joined the BJP on 
August 7.The six legislators, 
according to the Speaker, are 
still recognised as legislators 
of  the West Bengal Chief  
Minister Mamata Banerjee-
led TMC.

Veteran tribal leader 
Hrangkhawl said that after 
the Speaker accords his 
recognition, the BJP would 
be the main opposition 
group in the 60-member 
Assembly.

After the recognition 

of  the six legislators as 
BJP members, the Tripura 
Assembly will get its first 
saffron party members 
since the northeastern 
state got a legislative body 
-- a 32-member Territorial 
council 60 years ago in 1957.

After  the princely-
r uled Tripura merged 
with the Indian Union 
on October 15, 1949, the 
“C” category state under 
the North Eastern Areas 
(Reorganisation) Act, 1971 
-- along with Manipur and 
Meghalaya on January 
21,  1972 - -  became a 
full-fledged state with a 
60-member Assembly.

The six TMC legislators 
had in June last  year 
resigned from the Congress 
and joined the TMC to 
protest the Congress’s 
electoral alliance with the 
Left for the 2016 West 
Bengal Assembly elections.

The Left-ruled state 
goes to polls in February 
next year.

Sonamura (Tripura) Sep 20 
(PTI):  A sector commander 
level meeting of  BSF and 
Border Guard Bangladesh 
(BGB) here today resolved to 
share actionable intelligence 
inputs to curb trans-border 
crimes.

BSF, DIG, Brajesh 
Kumar said “The issues 
discussed in the meeting 
were related to trans-
border crimes, mainly 
smuggling, theft, cattle 
lifting, border violation, 
infiltration, breaching and 
damaging of  border pillars 
and other issues related to 
border infrastructure like 
barbed wire erection.

“We have resolved 
t o  s h a r e  a c t i o n a b l e 

intelligence inputs to curb 
trans-border crimes,” he 
said.

The Indian delegation 
was led by Kumar and the 
Bangladesh side was led by 
Colonel Gazi Mohammed 
Ahasanuzzaman, sector 
C o m m a n d e r ,  B G B , 
Comilla sector.

The meeting was held 
at the Srimantapur Indo-
Bang la  l and  cus toms 
station complex.

Most of  the issues were 
discussed and sorted out 
by the field commanders, 
K u m a r  s a i d  a d d i n g 
BSF and BGB agreed 
to look into each others 
perspective on border 
problems.

Shillong, Sep. 20 (PTI): 
Twelve of  the 15 Public 
Sector Undertakings (PSUs) 
in Meghalaya have incurred 
revenue loss of nearly Rs 400 
crore, officials said today.

The revelations were 
made today during the 
presentation made by the 
heads of these PSUs to the 
Assembly Committee on 
Public Sector Undertakings 
headed by former chief  
minister S C Marak.

“Taking cognizance 
o f  t h e  r e p o r t  o f  t h e 
Comptroller and Auditor 
General (CAG), we found 
that the state government 
has incurred a revenue 
loss of  Rs 389.50 crore till 
2016,” committee member 
and Opposition United 
Democratic Party legislator 
Titos Chyne told reporters.
Except for three units the 
Meghalaya  Transpor t 
Corporation (MTC), Forest 
Development Corporation 
(FDC) and the Meghalaya 
Government Construction 
C or pora t ion  L imi t ed 

(MGCC) which are making 
minor net profits, Chyne 
said all the units were 
running at a loss.

T h e  A s s e m b l y 
c o m m i t t e e,  h oweve r, 
informed that the three profit 
making PSUs have failed 
to submit their respective 
accounts for the past four to 
five years and their accounts 
were only up to 2011.The 
Committee, in its report last 
year, had recommended 
the government to put 
in place an institutional 
agreement with an action 
plan and timeline to direct 
the defaulting PSUs to clear 
the arrears and finalise their 
accounts at the earliest.   

As per the Committee 
report, the state government 
had invested an amount 
aggregating Rs 526.17 crore 
in 9 SPSUs (equity: Rs 57.08 
crore (5 SPSUs), Loans: Rs 
67.74 crore (1 SPSU) and 
grants Rs 401.35 crore (7 
SPSUs) during the years the 
accounts of  these SPSUs 
were pending finalization.

Our Correspondent 
Diphu,Sep 20(EMN): Five cadres of  
militant outfit Hynnietrep National 
Liberation Council (HNLC) have been 
arrested and a huge cache of  arms and 
ammunition seized in Assam, an official 
said on Wednesday.

Based on specific intelligence about 
presence of Hynnietrep National Liberation 
Council (HNLC) Cadres, unit of  the Red 
Horns Division and police launched a series 
of operations at multiple locations in West 
Karbi Anglong District of Assam on Sep. 
18 and 19th. 

According to sources, HNLC militant 
has been identified as Besterwen Hanse, 
son of  Andro Hanse of  village Umpani, 
Karbi Anglong Assam, Badhu Bey, son 
of  Sarsing Bey of  village Sohliya district 
Ribhoi, Meghalaya, Pop Yendoh, son of  

Wel Shadap of  village Mundes of  Karbi 
Anglong district, Polin Nongron, son 
of  Phrein Nongron of  village Synonsya 
of  East Karbi Anglong and Donbok 
Mardanean, son of  Phrun Nonbsap of  
village Nonparein, district Rebhoi of  
Meghalaya.

The cadres also revealed the location 
of  a hideout in jungle near the Assam-
Meghalyaborder, where cache of weapons, 
ammunition & explosives were hidden.

The joint operation team searched 
the junglein the morning of  19 Sep and 
busted a hideout deep inside. Huge 
cache  comprising two G3 Rifles, one 
303 Rifle(Factory Made), one 7.62 mm 
Pistol (Factory Made), one Single Barrel 
Gun (Factory Made), 10 Kg Explosive, 40 
Detonators, 66 Live Rds and other warlike 
stores were recovered

Agartala, Sep. 20 (IANS):  
Over 60 members of  CPI-
M’s tribal wing Tripura 
Rajya Upajati Ganamukti 
Parishad (TRUGP) were 
injured in separate attacks 
allegedly by another tribal-
based party Indigenous 
People’s Front of  Tripura 
(IPFT) at various places in 
Tripura on Tuesday.

The injured include 
wo m e n  a n d  a  p o l i c e 
official. Of  the 60 injured, 
1 1  T RU G P  m e m b e r s 
were seriously wounded, 
who were admitted to the 
government-run medical 
college and hospital here.

“ M o r e  t h a n  6 0 
members of  TRUGP were 
injured when the IPFT 
cadres attacked them at 

about 12 places in different 
p a r t s  o f  t h e  s t a t e,” 
TRUGP President Jitendra 
Chowdhury told the media 
late on Tuesday night.

He said: “The IPFT 
members attacked the 
TRUGP men when the 
latter were coming to 
Agartala in vehicles from 
different places in Tripura 
to attend a rally here.” 

The IPFT cadres also 
burnt down at least two 
buses in which the TRUGP 
men were travelling, though 
no one was injured.

A police official said 
the police had to resort to 
lathi-charge in Champak 
Nagar, Tulasikhar and 
Champahaour in Western 
Tripura.

Prohibitory orders were 
promulgated in more than 
10 places of  West Tripura 
and Khowai districts.

The leaders of  IPFT 
were not immediately 
available for their reaction.

The  IPFT and the 
Twipraland State Party 
have been agitating for 
upgrading the existing 
Tr ipura  Tr iba l  Areas 
Autonomous  Dis t r i c t 
Council to a separate tribal 
state.

The  TRUG P  r a l ly 
was addressed by Chief  
M i n i s t e r  a n d  C P I - M 
politburo member Manik 
Sarkar, party President 
and Lok Sabha member 
Jitendra Chowdhury and 
other top party leaders.

Mirror Crossword 1601sud0ku 1441
Every Sudoku has a unique solution that can be 
reached logically. Enter numbers into the blank 
spaces so that each row, column and 3x3 box 
contains the numbers 1 to 9.

solutions to CRossWoRD 1600

ACROSS
1. A major division of geological 

time
4. Teeny
7. Public
12. Month
13. Respectful, abbr.
14. Fundamental
15. Wind instrument
17. The Muse of lyric and love 

poetry
18. Without armies
19. A waterproof raincoat made 

of rubberized fabric
21. Small amount
22. Titaness
24. Post-office box
25. Used esp. of vegetation
26. Role player
27. Clappers
29. More undefended
31. Kickshaw
35. Excessively devoted to one 

faction
37. Workplace
38. A way to spread out
41. Begetter
42. Town in Galilee
43. Monetary unit
44. Radioactivity unit
45. A way to ruin
46. Plumage
48. Saturday
52. Medieval fiddle
53. Capacity unit
54. Born of
55. A specific identifiable state 

(as
       in a process)
56. __ Ling, Chinese mountain 

range
57. Cablegram, abbr. 
DOWN
1. Tokyo
2. Not just “play”
3. The academic world
4. Genius

5. The longest division of 
geological time

6. Inspire with love
7. A detailed description of
    design criteria for a piece 

of
    work
8. Hill (Celtic)
9. Alar
10. Mongol
11. A way to ruin
16. Returned material 

authorization, abbr. 
20. In a way, decreased

22. Letter
23. Come to pass
24. String
25. Unhappy
27. Japanese apricot
28. Spanish soldier
30. The compass point 

that is one point east 
(clockwise) of due north

32. Open
33. 007’s creator
34. Don’t know when yet
36. __ and Delilah
38. Cans

39. A small island
40. Lets divers breathe under 

water
42. Small two-wheeled 

horse-drawn
44. People who are believed 

to belong to the same 
genetic stock

45. Abba __, former Israeli 
politician

47. Helping
49. Alias
50. Drive
51. The world of the dead

solutions to suD0ku 1440
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Nodal officers hold meet on AISHE 

EM Image

AFFIDAVIT
I, Shri. LEMJEN IMSONG, aged about 49 years, son of Shri. Alituba Imsong of Yaongyimsen 
village of Mokokchung district, presently a resident Padum Pukhuri, Dimapur, Nagaland on this 
the 6th day of September, 2016 do hereby solemnly affirm and declare on oath as follows:
1. That I am a bonafide citizen of India hailing from the Ao (Naga) Tribe of Nagaland. 
2. That my official name is Shri. LEMJEN IMSONG and my actual date of birth is 26.03.1967. 
3. That inadvertently and out of ignorance, I have entered my name as Mr. LEMJENZUNGBA 

IMSONG and my date of birth as 03.03.1972 in my high school and matriculate documents 
whereas the names LEMJEN IMSONG and LEMJENZUNGBA IMSONG refers to the one and 
same person.

4. That whereas, in all my other documents including my PAN card, AADHAR card, Election 
Card, indigenous Certificate, Schedule Certificate, Date of Birth Certificate, and all my Official 
documents and identity card etc, my name has been entered as LEMJEN IMSONG and my 
date of birth as 26.03.1967.

5. That, at this point of time, it is highly necessitated to correct my name and my date of birth 
in my high school and matriculate documents so as to avoid any confusion and doubts in the 
future with regards to my name and my date of birth. 

6. That this affidavit shall stand as a piece of evidence for any future rectification, doubts, if 
any arises with regard to my name and date of birth and that it shall be used for my future 
correspondence and any other purposes.

7. That the above statements made in Para 1- 6 are true to the best of my knowledge and nothing 
material has been concealed herein and I signed this AFFIDAVIT/DECLARATION on 6th day of 
September, 2016 at Kohima, Nagaland.

DEPONENT

Alemwapang Ao
Notary Public 

Solemnly sworn before me by the deponent on this the 6 day of September, 2016 at Kohima, 
Nagaland. 

D-4657

(Declaration)

D-4665

IN THE COURT OF DEPUTY COMMISSIONER 
DIMAPUR DISTRICT: NAGALAND

Dt. Dimapur the 20th Sept’ 17

NOTICE
No. VLS.-3/88-D/Pt/10401-02   /Notice is hereby 
given that Shri Vevolhu Dozo S/o Late Veduyi Dozo, a resident 
of  Naharbari Village, Dimapur  has applied for amalgamation of 
his Jamabandis/Pattas bearing Patta No.481, Dag No.201/875 
measuring 00B-01K-15Ls & Patta No.94, Dag No.209 measuring 
00B-02K-15Ls at Naharbari.
The undersigned hereby invites claims/objection concerning 
to the said land and should be submitted to his court in written 
within 1 (one) month from the date of issue of this notice.

Sd/-
Kesonyu Yhome, IAS
Deputy Commissioner

Dimapur, Nagaland

IN THE COURT OF DEPUTY COMMISSIONER DIMAPUR DISTRICT
HEADQUARTER CHUMUKEDIMA, CAMP: DIMAPUR: NAGALAND

Dt. Dimapur the 19th Sept’ 17

NOTICE
No. M.-585/17/10327-28   Notice is hereby given 
that Shri/Smti Jemimah Chophy -Vrs- H. Pihoto Chishi  resident 
of  Dimapur Town/Village in the District of Dimapur, Nagaland 
under Rule 50 & 51 Assam Land Revenue Regulation 1886 have 
applied for Mutation of land described in the schedule below:-
The undersigned under Rule 52 of the said Rules do hereby invites 
claims/objections concerning to the said land, if any & should be 
submitted to this court in writing on or before 19.10.17. 
SCHEDULED OF LAND AND BOUNDARY
Name of Patta Holder: Jemimah Chophy
Village/Block No: Puranabazar, Patta No: 347
Dag No: 286/1541, Area: 00-03-02

Sd/- 
Deputy Commissioner

Dimapur: NagalandD-4659

IN THE COURT OF DEPUTY COMMISSIONER DIMAPUR DISTRICT
HEADQUARTER CHUMUKEDIMA, CAMP: DIMAPUR: NAGALAND

Dt. Dimapur the 19th Sept’ 17

NOTICE
No. M.-587/17/10368-69   Notice is hereby 
given that Shri/Smti Shanti Merry -Vrs- Hokito Jessica resident 
of Dimapur Town/Village in the District of Dimapur, Nagaland under 
Rule 50 & 51 Assam Land Revenue Regulation 1886 have applied 
for Mutation of land described in the schedule below:-
The undersigned under Rule 52 of the said Rules do hereby invites 
claims/objections concerning to the said land, if any & should be 
submitted to this court in writing on or before 19.10.17. 

SCHEDULED OF LAND AND BOUNDARY
Name of Patta Holder: Shanti Merry
Village/Block No: Ekranipathar, Patta No: 628
Dag No: 137/795, Area: 01-02-15 Sd/- 

Deputy Commissioner
Dimapur: NagalandD-4660

IN THE COURT OF DEPUTY COMMISSIONER DIMAPUR DISTRICT
HEADQUARTER CHUMUKEDIMA, CAMP: DIMAPUR: NAGALAND

Dt. Dimapur the 19th Sept’ 17

NOTICE
No. M.-589/17/10364-65   Notice is hereby 
given that Shri/Smti Mughaka Sumi -Vrs- Tohoshe Aye resident 
of Dimapur Town/Village in the District of Dimapur, Nagaland under 
Rule 50 & 51 Assam Land Revenue Regulation 1886 have applied 
for Mutation of land described in the schedule below:-
The undersigned under Rule 52 of the said Rules do hereby invites 
claims/objections concerning to the said land, if any & should be 
submitted to this court in writing on or before 19.10.17. 

SCHEDULED OF LAND AND BOUNDARY
Name of Patta Holder: Mughaka Sumi
Village/Block No: Kuchiabill, Patta No: 716
Dag No: 198/868, Area: 02-00-00 Sd/- 

Deputy Commissioner
Dimapur: NagalandD-4661

IN THE COURT OF DEPUTY COMMISSIONER DIMAPUR DISTRICT
HEADQUARTER CHUMUKEDIMA, CAMP: DIMAPUR: NAGALAND

Dt. Dimapur the 19th Sept’ 17

NOTICE
No. M.-581/17/10337-38   Notice is hereby 
given that Shri/Smti Vitokhu Achumi -Vrs- Huto V. Achumi & 
Toki V. Achumi resident of  Dimapur Town/Village in the District 
of Dimapur, Nagaland under Rule 50 & 51 Assam Land Revenue 
Regulation 1886 have applied for Mutation of Land described in the 
schedule below:-
The undersigned under Rule 52 of the said Rules do hereby invites 
claims/objections concerning to the said land, if any & should be 
submitted to this court in writing on or before 19.10.17. 
SCHEDULED OF LAND AND BOUNDARY
Name of Patta Holder: Vitokhu
Village/Block No: Darogajan, Patta No: 102
Dag No: 23, Area: 02-00-00 Sd/- 

Deputy Commissioner
Dimapur: NagalandD-4662

IN THE COURT OF DEPUTY COMMISSIONER DIMAPUR DISTRICT
HEADQUARTER CHUMUKEDIMA, CAMP: DIMAPUR: NAGALAND

Dt. Dimapur the 19th Sept’ 17

NOTICE
No. M.-583/17/10335-36   Notice is hereby 
given that Shri/Smti Sechemla -Vrs- K. Vikheshe Swu resident of  
Dimapur Town/Village in the District of Dimapur, Nagaland under 
Rule 50 & 51 Assam Land Revenue Regulation 1886 have applied 
for Mutation of land described in the schedule below:-
The undersigned under Rule 52 of the said Rules do hereby invites 
claims/objections concerning to the said land, if any & should be 
submitted to this court in writing on or before 19.10.17. 
SCHEDULED OF LAND AND BOUNDARY
Name of Patta Holder: Sechemla
Village/Block No: Padumpukhuri, Patta No: 546
Dag No: 880, Area: 00-04-00

Sd/- 
Deputy Commissioner

Dimapur: NagalandD-4663

IN THE COURT OF DEPUTY COMMISSIONER DIMAPUR DISTRICT
HEADQUARTER CHUMUKEDIMA, CAMP: DIMAPUR: NAGALAND

Dt. Dimapur the 19th Sept’ 17

NOTICE
No. M.-582/17/10333-34   Notice is hereby given 
that Shri/Smti Shikuto Zhimomi -Vrs- Ikaki Jimomi resident of  
Dimapur Town/Village in the District of Dimapur, Nagaland under 
Rule 50 & 51 Assam Land Revenue Regulation 1886 have applied 
for Mutation of land described in the schedule below:-
The undersigned under Rule 52 of the said Rules do hereby invites 
claims/objections concerning to the said land, if any & should be 
submitted to this court in writing on or before 19.10.17. 
SCHEDULED OF LAND AND BOUNDARY
Name of Patta Holder: Shikuto Zhimomi
Village/Block No: Dubagaon, Patta No: 330
Dag No: 218/401, Area: 02-00-04

Sd/- 
Deputy Commissioner

Dimapur: NagalandD-4664

LAND FOR 
URGENT SALE

A commercial land measuring 
about 2.1 Bikhas (31000 sq. 
ft. approx) located at Burma 
Camp North Block opposite 
Modern Abattoir Dimapur is 
on urgent sale @Rs. 320/
sq.ft.. (nego.). 
Only for Genuine 
buyers; Contacts No: 
9436072326/9862255687.
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COME TO CHRIST MINISTRY
KOHIMA

RAFFLE DRAW RESULT
1st - 1124
2nd - 1076
3rd - 2851

CONSOLATIONS
1601, 2264, 1901

K-1356
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REJOINDER
This Rejoinder is issued in response to the statement issued in various medias 
dated 19/09/2017 in regards to the settlement of assault case between 
Shri. Hokuto Zhimomi and Shri. Pothita Vamuzo. That the Yorübami Youth 
Association (YYA) is constrained to issue this statement that the matter was 
amicably settled with mutual understanding and respect between the two 
individuals in the spirit of forgive and forget specifically with regard to the 
matter of the assault incident meted out to the victim and not as published, 
as YYA has nothing to do with the settlement and the issue of summon 
issued to Shri. Hokuto Zhimomi by Yorübami Youth Association (YYA) 
which is now considered null and void due to the settlement of the matter. 
However, the YYA never seek apology to Mr. Hokuto Zhimomi. Further, it is 
requested that Western Chakhesang Hoho and Western Sumi Hoho be well 
informed on the matter hereon with the publishing of this rejoinder.
 (VEKHRUTO NYEKHA) (RAZUSEYI KHUSOH)
 General Secretary President
 Model Village Model Village
 Yorübami Youth Association Yorübami Youth Association

K-
13
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Dated Kohima, the      September, 2017.

ADDENDUM

NAGALAND PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSION
KOHIMA

NO.NPSC/AVDT/NON-TECH/1-2010: Reference to the Commission’s Advertisement NO. 
NPSC-2/2017 dated 5th August, 2017, the following posts shall be added under NCS, NPS, 
NSS & Allied Services Exam, 2017. 

ITEM NO.12: 9 (nine) post of Junior Divisional Accountant (Class - III Non - Gazetted) 
under Treasuries and Accounts Department. 

QUALIFICATION:  

ITEM NO.12: Bachelor’s Degree in any discipline including Divinity from Recognized 
University. 

SCALE OF PAY :  

ITEM NO.12: PB-1, Rs. 5,200 - 20,200, GP- Rs. 2,800. 

AGE AS ON 01-01-2017:  Minimum Maximum.  
 21 yrs. 30 yrs. 

Provision to exercise post preference will be given after declaration of Mains Written 
Examination. 

The Preliminary Examination is scheduled to be held on 23rd September, 2017. 
Other terms and conditions of the Advertisement referred to above remain the same. 

Sd/- KHRUPI SOTHU 
Secretary, 

Nagaland Public Service Commission 
Kohima. KG-2007

SIGNAL & TELECOM WORKS 
AT LUMDING

 E-Tender No. : SNT-27-LMG-2017
-18 Dated : 15-09-2017. Open tenders
in sealed covers are invited for the 
following works: Name of works: 
(1) Provision of control  cum 
indication panel  at interlocked LC 
Gate No.ST/44 under SSE/Sig/P/
LMG for  improvement reliability in 
signaling System. (2)  Alteration of 
indoor  wiring of Electrical  Lifting 
Barrier  to enhance safety at LC 
Gate No. ST/33 in LMG-CPK section 
of Lumding Division. Tender Value 
: ` 7,87,825.41/-; Earnest Money: ` 
15,760/-. Date & time of closing of 
E-tender:  15.00 hrs. of 24-10-2017. 
Date & time of opening of E-tender 
:  15.30 hrs. of 24-10-2017. For details, 
visit website www.ireps.gov.in.
Divl. Signal & Telecom Engineer 

Lumding
NORTHEAST FRONTIER RAILWAY

Serving Customers With A Smile

RESTORATION OF TRAIN SERVICES
  It has been decided to restore the service of the following 
trains as under.

15651 Guwahati-Jammu Tawi  Exp.

12510 Guwahati-Bangaluru Cantt.

12516 Guwahati-TVC Express

15644 Kamakhya-Puri Express

12508 Guwahati-TVC Express

15640 Kamakhya-Puri Express

19306 Guwahati- Indore Express

15930 Dibrugarh-Chennai Egmore Exp.
15929 Chennai Egmore-Dibrugarh Exp.

19305 Indore-Guwahati Express

15639 Puri-Kamakhya Express

12507 Thiruvananthapuram 
Central-Guwahati Express

15643 Puri-Kamakhya Express

12515 Thiruvananthapuram 
Central-Guwahati Express

15653 Guwahati-Jammu Tawi  Exp.
15654 Jammu Tawi-Guwahati Exp.

Guwahati

Guwahati

Guwahati
Thiruvananthapu-
ram Central
Kamakhya
Puri

Thiruvanantha-
puram Central
Kamakhya
Puri
Guwahati

Dibrugarh
Chennai Egmore

Indore

Guwahati

Guwahati

25-09-2017

25-09-2017

27-09-2017

27-09-2017

27-09-2017

27-09-2017

24-09-2017

28-09-2017
30-09-2017
29-09-2017
26-09-2017

01-10-2017
26-09-2017
01-10-2017

01-10-2017
05-10-2017

28-09-2017

22-09-2017

Jammu Tawi

Bangaluru Cantt.

Jammu Tawi

15652 Jammu Tawi-Guwahati Exp.

12509 Bangaluru Cantt.-Guwahati

1

2

3

4

5

6
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TRAIN NO. FROM W.E.F

General Manager (Operations), Maligaon

NORTHEAST FRONTIER RAILWAY

SN

Nodal officers of secular colleges are seen with the Director of Higher Education, Kuholi Chishi, Joint Registrar of Nagaland University, Shyien 
Vihienuo, State Nodal Officer, Rokono P Keyho and other officers of Higher Education during the AISHE meeting.

Kohima, Sep 20 (EMN): 
Director of  Higher Educa-
tion, Kuholi Chishi, has 
urged every institution to 
qualitatively prove them-
selves and catch up with the 
rest of the country through 
their participation and ef-
ficiency of  All India Sur-
vey on Higher Education 
(AISHE).

She said this at a meet-
ing on AISHE held today 
in the conference hall of  
the Directorate of  Higher 
Education to discuss quality 

issues related with data and 
status of  AISHE 2016-17. 
She observed that through 
AISHE, institutions have 
been able to properly man-
age their human resource 
and are also able to ascer-
tain the number of  people 
within the institution.

Stating that it is a sys-
tematised way of working, 
she said it is also a test to 
their abilities as nodal offic-
ers. While admitting the dif-
ficulty of their job, she also 
lauded the nodal officers for 

their hard work, skill and 
ability. She also congratu-
lated the nodal officers for 
their efficiency in operat-
ing online thereby making 
the institutions function 
not only in a systematised 
manner but also with trans-
parency. 

Stating that “only skilled 
people can do this,” she 
expressed hope that the 
abilities of the nodal officers 
are further enhanced. “It 
reflects the very essence of  
quality in you,” she main-

tained and urged upon them 
to continue to maintain a 
good label in the AISHE 
portal. Joint Registrar of  
Nagaland University, Ko-
hima Campus, Shyien Vi-
hienuo, highlighted on the 
registration of the university 
in the AISHE survey project 
wherein all the affiliated col-
leges also got registered and 
the accounts of the colleges 
are maintained by the nodal 
officers. She also informed 
that a separate AISHE cell 
has been set up at Nagaland 

Village functionaries sensitised on child protectionNPF officials clarify news report
Dimapur, Sep 20 (EMN): 
An awareness programme 
on child protection for Vil-
lage Child Protection Level 
Committee (VCPLC) and 
Ward Level Child Protec-
tion Committee (WLCPC), 
organised by District Child 
Protection Unit in collabo-
ration with Child Welfare 
Committee, Mon district, 
and Mon ADP World Vi-
sion India, was held on 
September 20 at DRDA 
hall, Mon. 

Describing children as 
the future of our society and 
nation, Kumar Ramnikant, 
SDO Civil, Mon, said it 
should be the responsibility 
of  every parent to secure 
the future by protecting the 
child. In this regard he said 
that parents and society 
need to be given awareness 
in child protection. 

Samuel Kapu, DCPO 

Mon, also elaborated on 
the roles and responsibili-
ties of  VLCPC and WL-
CPC to join hands to work 
out together in securing the 
future of  children. While 
elaborating on their roles 
and responsibilities, he 
urged the committees not 
to compromise the case 
within parents but bring 
it out to the higher com-
mittee since it concerns 
the future of  a victim. He 
said that when the case is 
compromised, the feelings 
of  a victim is not known 
and is not delivered justice 
as well. 

He, therefore, urged the 
parents to provide data of  
how many children are send 
as a domestic helpers and 
also the address where they 
are kept so that together the 
parents and child protection 
committee at different levels 

can protect and secure the 
future of a child.

Mannon Konyak, Ad-
vocate, deliberated on child 
protection- issues and chal-
lenges in district. Through 
her topic, she brought to the 
parents and committee that 
the problems were due to 
early marriage, family alli-
ance, lack of awareness and 
family planning. She added 
that it should be the duty of  
every parent to protect the 
child right from the womb. 

She said every child has 
the right to survive, live 
with dignity, have access 
to healthcare and clean 
drinking water, education, 
relax and play, protection 
from violation, protection 
from physical abuse etc. She 
added that it is the duty of  
the every parent to protect, 
rescue and rehabilitate such 
victims.

University to give technical 
support and further giving 
emphasis on the importance 
of  accurate data. In this 
regard, she called upon the 
nodal officers to give correct 
information.

State Nodal Officer, 
Rokono P Keyho, said 
that AISHE was officially 
launched in 2011 and is 
now in its 7th year. Re-
ferring to Nagaland, she 
said there are 4 universities, 
64 affiliated colleges and 
16 standalone institutions 
including 4 polytechnics, 
3 nursing institutions, 9 
teacher education institutes. 
She also asserted on qual-
ity statistics and quality 
uploading while impressing 
upon the nodal officers to be 
accurate on whatever data 
they are uploading. 

Stating that many im-
portant government policies 
that are being made also 
depended on AISHE data, 
she said, “You all play a 
very important role in this 
endeavour.” Participants 
of  the AISHE meeting in-
cluded nodal officers of  
secular colleges.

Dimapur, Sep 20 (EMN): Responding to the news item 
“NPF expels two,” which appeared in all the leading dailies 
on September 19, former NPF president of 5 Ghaspani-II, 
Kedokhotuo Seyie, and former NPF president youth wing 
of 5 GHaspani-II, Visakholie R Kuotsu, clarified that they 
had voluntarily resigned from their respective positions on 
September 17.

The former officials expressed dismay as they were 
unceremoniously given an expulsion notice on September 
18 on allegation of resorting to “anti- party activities” and 
posing a “direct challenge” to the party. 

The two officials mentioned that they were popularly 
elected to their respective positions in the year 2015 when 
the NPF party crisis erupted disintegrating it sharply into 
two, adding ever since they have been rendering unstinted 
support to the party under the leadership of Dr. Shurhoze-
lie Liezietsu and nurturing the already fractured party at 
the grassroots level. It stated that during those years of  
uncertainty and internal party turmoil, they, along with 
their colleagues, had saved the face of the party from total 
annihilation in the constituency. 

It mentioned that during all those years, they did not 
received any physical support from the party higher- ups 
nor any financial motivation to run the office but somehow 
carried on the name of the NPF party in the constituency.

Consequently, just when they wanted to quietly and 
voluntarily tender resignation to pave way for other capable 
leaders to lead the party through the coming elections, the 
two officials were dumbfounded as they were slapped with 
an expulsion notice.  The two testified that they had never 
done any other activities apart from pro-NPF party activi-
ties neither consciously infringed upon any act of the party’s 
constitution that would necessitate their expulsion. 

Stating that they had resigned on their own volition, it 
questioned if  their resignation from the party amounts to 
“anti- party activity’ or a “direct challenge” to the party and 
its constitution warranting their expulsion. Stating that their 
expulsion order was ‘out of place and totally unnecessary,’ 
they wonder whether it was a face saving exercise of the 
party at the expense of their image or whether it was how 
the NPF party under Dr. Shurhozelie Liezietsu rewards a 
loyal party soldier for his services to the party.

Commissioner-Secretary of Planning, M Patton and the Joint Development Commissioner, Nosazol Charles, 
along with the winners of the quiz competition on September 20.

Competitions mark the World Space Week

Dimapur, Sep 20 (EMN): 
In commemoration of  the 
world space week, Nagaland 
GIS and the Remote Sensing 
Centre (NESAC), Depart-
ment of  Space and Indian 
Space Research Organisa-
tion, have jointly organised a 
state level inter-school paint-
ing competition at GIS and 
Remote Sensing Centre on 
September 20 on the theme 
‘Exploring new worlds in 
space.’

Commissioner-Secre-
tary of Planning, M Patton, 
recounted that there were 
no facilities during his time 
that we have now. With the 
advancement of technology 
and scientific facilities today, 
he said students are lucky to 
be in the present generation. 
He called upon the students 
not to impart only class 
knowledge but also to take 
part in different events when 
opportunity opens up.

He further encouraged 
the students not to have in-
feriority complex but move 
forward in achieving greater 
heights and to never lose 
hope. He also said that the 
competition was an oppor-
tunity to expose oneself  to 
be a part of  a bigger space 
and encouraged all the par-
ticipants and school authori-
ties for being a part of  the 
event.

As a part of  the pro-
gramme, NESAC organised 
various activities such as ex-
hibitions, delivering popular 
talks, quiz competition and 
painting competitions at 
NESAC, Umiam.

On September 20, a 
space exhibitions stall was 

opened for students where 
scientists delivered popular 
talks on space technolo-
gies at NESAC, Umiam. 
The first winner in the quiz 
competition will be sent to 
NRSC, Hyderabad, to par-
ticipate at the national level 
competition on October 10 
and to celebrate world Space 
Week at NRSC, Hyderabad. 
The other top three winners 
of the painting competition 
will also be send to NRSC, 
Hyderabad, for evaluation 
and selection of  final win-
ners at the national level.

In the state level inter-
school quiz and painting 
competition, six schools par-

ticipated where Northfield 
School bagged the first prize 
in the quiz competition, 
while the 1st runners up 
was bagged by Baptist High 
School and the 3rd position 
by Little Flower School. In 
the painting competition, the 
1st position was bagged by 
Northfield School, followed 
by TM Government Higher 
Secondary School in the sec-
ond and third positions.

The programme was 
chaired by Project Director, 
Er. Mathung Kithan. Par-
ticipants from six schools, 
teachers, staff  of  the GIS 
Department attended the 
programme.
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Resolutions
From the very start when the British first  came into con-

tact with the Nagas, the Naga traditional village polity 
was what endeared the Nagas to the white men who 
had till then considered the Nagas just as savages. One 

very distinct characteristics was the coming together of  the vil-
lage folks  to decide on various matters pertaining to the village. 
The Nagas may not be the only distinct people after the Greeks 
for having developed  a similar setup in the course of  their his-
tory but  for the British that came into to contact with the Nagas, 
it was undoubtedly their first hands on experience, as per their 
accounts.

The continuum after the Independence of  India, from being 
a district in Assam with some parts in the then North East Fron-
tier Agency that was integrated and later became a full-fledged 
state, the Nagas came into contact with various other systems. 
Some got assimilated automatically in due course of  time as a 
result of  the coming in contact with other cultures whereas some 
were enforced. In the last 70 years after India’s independence, 
the Nagas are slowly losing one of  their very basic characteristics 
of  what makes up the Naga system; that of  open debates discus-
sion and deliberations.

The biggest travesty to the Naga system will be the recent 
practice of  keeping readymade resolutions even before a meeting 
is conducted. It has started to surface in almost all the forums 
and has not even spared the tribal bodies. In their objective to 
show consensus and to show a more united stand the leaders 
today are actually committing forced consensus by indulging in 
this practice.

The political parties in the state may have been one of  the 
first entities to start this practice that has only been accentuated 
in recent years due to the excessive use of  money in politics, 
especially in the electoral process. The very crude import from 
the mainland of  opposing everything of  the opponent’s policies 
whereas supporting every policy of  one’s own party or alliance 
is rearing its ugly head. It’s a sham for the political parties in the 
state to churn out resolutions, without any sort of  debate but just 
after some speeches by a few.

The consultative meetings with various stakeholders that the 
government conducts is another example. It usually starts with a 
few speeches and ends with a set of  resolutions. This is followed 
by the various tribal organisations formed by coming together of  
various tribes in the state. If  there are any cases of  differences, 
it is well hidden away from the purview of  the public lest it be 
seen as a sign of  weakness by the other groups. The consulta-
tive meetings conducted by various Naga Political Groups also 
somehow ends mostly in similar way with very less time for 
debate and open consultations. The recent ACAUT rally also 
was somewhat in the same manner where inspite of  the many 
well intentioned resolutions there were omissions and commis-
sions that the public are currently discussing it in cyber space and 
probably in their offline groups too. It could have been avoided if  
there were some form of  discussions in some way or the other. In 
all these cases, there is always some sections of  the crowd or the 
audience who feel that along with the many points that one may 
agree with some were also forced along with the rest.

The exception and the only ray of  hope left is in the villages 
where one can still experience healthy discussions. To some ex-
tent the single tribe organisations may also still have such healthy 
deliberations and discussions, but recent decisions of  many of  
the tribe organisations indicates that slowly it might also be get-
ting affected.

It has become like a disease and is slowly affecting almost 
all the Naga forums. Psychologist may say it is unintentional, 
but it is an inherent human nature to use emotions to convince 
another person. Therefore, painting the picture of  the common 
enemy is the easiest way to form a consensus in a group; also the 
end of  rationality. It has created a vicious cycle because unless 
a decision is forced on all of  one’s own group starting from the 
clan to the tribe and the various other groups that one is a mem-
ber of, it has either become impossible to make good decisions 
in Nagaland. At the same time it has become easy to make bad 
decisions by manipulating the emotions of  the people. In such a 
scenario, will there be anyone left to be the watchdog?

Dave Frame H. Damon Matthews | The Conversation

Daily prayers lessen daily worries.

inger/songwriter Robert Hamlet wrote “Lady Who Prays 
for Me” as a tribute to his mother who made a point of 
praying for her boys each morning before they went to the 
bus stop. After a young mom heard Hamlet sing his song, 

she committed to praying with her own little boy. The result was 
heartwarming! Just before her son went out the door, his mother 
prayed for him. Five minutes later he returned—bringing kids from 
the bus stop with him! His mom was taken aback and asked what 
was going on. The boy responded, “Their moms didn’t pray with 
them.”

In the book of Ephesians, Paul urges us to pray “on all occasions 
with all kinds of prayers” (6:18). Demonstrating our daily depend-
ence on God is essential in a family since many children first learn to 
trust God as they observe genuine faith in the people closest to them 
(2 Tim. 1:5). There is no better way to teach the utmost importance 
of prayer than by praying for and with our children. It is one of the 
ways they begin to sense a compelling need to reach out personally 
to God in faith.

When we “start children off” by modeling a “sincere faith” in 
God (Prov. 22:6; 2 Tim. 1:5), we give them a special gift, an as-
surance that God is an ever-present part of our lives—continually 
loving, guiding, and protecting us.

Help me to depend more fully on You in every moment of the day 
and to rest in the assurance that You are always with me. 

The Daily Prayer

DAILY
PATH

BIBLE READ:  EPHESIANS 6:18–19  
THOUGHT FOR TODAY:

Pray in the Spirit on all occasions with all kinds of 
prayers and requests.    

~  Ephesians 6:18

In the interest of  the general pub-
lic, to ensure early diagnosis and 
case management, reduce the 
burden of  disease namely Malar-

ia. The Government of  Nagaland in 
exercise of  the power conferred by sec-
tion 2 of  the Epidemic Diseases Act, 
1897 is pleased to order the Health 
care providers, NGOs, Civil Society 
Partners and Others Stakeholders, 
shall inform every Malaria cases to the 
Chief  Medical Officer/ The District 
Vector Borne Disease (VBD) Officer/ 
the State Programme Officer, the de-
tails of  positive case(s) immediately 
to enable epidemiological assessment 
and institution of  preventive measure 
as required.

For the purpose of  case definition, 
a Malaria case is defined as follows:

Probable Malaria Fever:
A suspected malaria case is a patient 
with fever in an endemic area during 
transmission season, or who has re-

cently visited an endemic area.
Or
A case compatible with clinical de-

scription of  Malaria fever- patient with 
High fever, chills and rigor, headache, 
body ache, nausea and vomiting or any 
fever without obvious cause.

Confirmed Malaria fever: (Pv/Pf)
A confirmed malaria case is one in 
which the parasite has been detected 
with at least one of  the following:
 Microscopy of  blood for malarial 

parasite,
 Antigen based bi-valent Rapid Di-

agnostic Kit (RDT) and/or
 Molecular diagnostic test.

For the purpose of  this notification, 
healthcare providers will include clini-
cal establishments run or managed by 
the Government (including local au-
thorities), private or NGO sectors and/
or individual practitioners under clini-
cal establishment (Registration &Regu-
lation) Act, 2010.

The Doctors in Government 
Health institutions and the registered 
medical private practitioners of  the 
private hospitals/clinics are required 
to immediately inform the office of  

the District Health Authority of  con-
cerned Districts, if  a confirmed ma-
laria case is reported in their health 
Institute.

In line with the Epidemic Diseases 
Act 1897, Act no. 3 of  1897,any per-
son disobeying any regulation or order 
made under this Act shall be deemed to 
have committed an offence punishable 
under section 188 of  the Indian Penal 
Code (45 of  1860).

Sd/-
Menukhol John

Principal Secretary to the Govt. of  
Nagaland

*For more information contact State Health Society, NVBDCP Nagaland, DHFW;Nagaland.

The following resolutions were 
unanimously adopted by the 
General Convention of  the 
NPF in the 20th September 

2017 at DDSC Stadium Dimapur, Na-
galand.

1. The NPF General Convention 
approves the motion of  both the Leg-
islative Party and the Organizational 
Bodies of  the party for removal of  Dr. 
Shurhozelie Liezietsü from the office 
of  the party with effect from 13th Aug 
2017 for his autocratic, undemocratic 
and unconstitutional functioning of  the 
party. 

2. The NPF General Convention 
endorse and adopts the unanimous 
decision of  the 22nd Aug, 2017 CEC 

meeting and appointing Shri Neiphiu 
Rio, Former Chief  Minister & Member 
of  Parliament (Lok Subha) as the Presi-
dent of  the Naga People’s Front with ef-
fect from 13 Aug 2017. 

3. The NPF General Convention call 
upon the Election commission of  India 
to recognise the established majority of  
both the Legislative Party and the Or-
ganizational structure of  the Party and 
deliver justice at the earliest to the Naga 
People’s Front, led by President Shri 
Neiphiu Rio, Former Chief  Minister & 
Member of  Parliament (Lok Sabha). 

4. The NPF General Convention 
reiterates its election manifesto of  com-
mitting itself  as the facilitator in the 
peace process and adopts the policy of  

equi-closeness. While acknowledging 
and appreciating the ongoing progress 
on the Indo-Naga peace process, the 
NPF General Convention urge upon 
the negotiating parties to expedite the 
negotiation to bring about an inclusive 
and early settlement, honourable and 
acceptable to the Naga people. 

5. The NPF General Convention re-
news our commitment for upliftment of  
the rural populace and to work for the 
elevation of  socio-economic condition 
of  our people. We re-dedicate ourselves 
to create a better future for the women 
and youths and make their aspiration 
into a reality. We also assure to provide 
a better infrastructure and connectiv-
ity enabling improved services in all 

spheres, fight against corruption and 
work together with the views of  the 
masses. We stand together as one for 
the perseverance and promotion of  our 
Party’s Ideology and Philosophy ena-
bling our Party to scale greater heights 
for improved governance, coupled with 
transparency and accountability.

Resolution Drafting Committee
Imkong L Imchen, Convenor;

Pukhayi, Member;
Y Patton, Member;

BS Nganlang, Member;
Kipili Sangtam, Member;
Chitho Nyusou, Member;

Neiba Kronu, Member;
Shilumar, Member

The Paris climate agreement has two aims: 
“holding the increase in global average tem-
perature to well below 2°C above pre-indus-
trial levels and pursuing efforts to limit the 

temperature increase to 1.5°C”. The more ambitious 
of  these is not yet out of  reach, according to our new 
research.

Despite previous suggestions that this goal may 
be a lost cause, our calculations suggest that staying 
below 1.5°C looks scientifically feasible, if  extremely 
challenging.

Climate targets such as the 1.5°C and 2°C goals 
have been interpreted in various ways. In practice, 
however, these targets are probably best seen as  focal 
points for negotiations, providing a common basis for 
action.

To develop policies capable of  hitting these targets, 
we need to know the size of  the “carbon budget” – 
the total amount of  greenhouse emissions consistent 
with a particular temperature target. Armed with this 
knowledge, governments can set policies designed to 
reduce emissions by the corresponding amount.

In a study published in Nature Geoscience, we and 
our international colleagues present a new estimate of  
how much carbon budget is left if  we want to remain 
below 1.5°C of  global warming relative to pre-industri-
al temperatures (bearing in mind that we are already at 
around 0.9°C for the present decade).

We calculate that by limiting total CO2 emis-
sions from the beginning of  2015 to around 880 bil-
lion tonnes of  CO2 (240 billion tonnes of  carbon), we 
would give ourselves a two-in-three chance of  holding 
warming to less than 0.6°C above the present decade. 
This may sound a lot, but to put it in context, if  CO2 
emissions were to continue to increase along current 
trends, even this new budget would be exhausted in less 
than 20 years 1.5°C (see Climate Clock). This budget 
is consistent with the 1.5°C goal, given the warming 
that humans have already caused, and is substantially 
greater than the budgets previously inferred from the 
5th Assessment Report of  the Intergovernmental Pan-
el on Climate Change (IPCC), released in 2013-14.

This does not mean that the IPCC got it wrong. 
Having predated the Paris Agreement, the IPCC re-
port included very little analysis of  the 1.5°C target, 
which only became a political option during the Paris 

negotiations themselves. The IPCC did not develop a 
thorough estimate of  carbon budgets consistent with 
1.5°C, for the simple reason that nobody had asked 
them to.

The new study contains a far more comprehensive 
analysis of  the factors that help to determine carbon 
budgets, such as model-data comparisons, the treat-
ment of  non-CO2 gases, and the issue of  the maxi-
mum rates at which emissions can feasibly be reduced.
Tough task
The emissions reductions required to stay within this 
budget remain extremely challenging. CO2 emissions 
would need to decline by 4-6% per year for several dec-
ades. There are precedents for this, but not happy ones: 
these kinds of  declines have historically been seen in 
events such as the Great Depression, the years follow-
ing World War II, and during the collapse of  the Soviet 
Union – and even these episodes were relatively brief.

Yet it would be wrong to conclude that greenhouse 
emissions can only plummet during times of  economic 
collapse and human misery. Really, there is no histori-
cal analogy to show how rapidly human societies can 
rise to this challenge, because there is also no analogy 
for the matrix of  problems (and opportunities) posed 
by climate change.

There are several optimistic signs that peak emis-
sions may be near. From 2000 to 2013 global emis-
sions climbed sharply, largely because of  China’s rapid 

development. But global emissions may now have 
plateaued, and given the problems that China encoun-
tered with pollution it is unlikely that other nations will 
attempt to follow the same path. Rapid reduction in 
the price of  solar and wind energy has also led to sub-
stantial increases in renewable energy capacity, which 
also offers hope for future emissions trajectories.

In fact, we do not really know how fast we can de-
carbonise an economy while improving human lives, 
because so far we haven’t tried very hard to find out. 
Politically, climate change is an “aggregate efforts 
global public good”, which basically means everyone 
needs to pull together to be successful.

This is hard. The problem with climate diploma-
cy (and the reason it took so long to broker a global 
agreement) is that the incentives for nations to tackle 
climate change are collectively strong but individually 
weak. This is, unfortunately, the nature of  the prob-
lem. But our research suggests that a 1.5°C world, 
dismissed in some quarters as a pipe dream, remains 
physically possible.

Whether it is politically possible depends on the in-
terplay between technology, economics, and politics. 
For the world to achieve its most ambitious climate as-
piration, countries need to set stronger climate pledges 
for 2030, and then keep making deep emissions cut for 
decades.

No one is saying it will be easy. But our calcula-
tions suggest that it can be done.

Malaria
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Keeping Global Warming to 1.5 Degrees: Really Hard, But Not Impossible

READERS’ MIRROR VIEWS & REVIEWS

The Framework Agreement be-
tween the Government of  India 
and the NSCM (IM) that was 

signed on the 3rd of  August 2015, was 
kept in total secrecy and never made it 
known to the public at large, though 
a number of  NGO’s even including 
the State Government, for whichever 
reasons, have already supported this 
agreement. It was only on the 16th of  
September 2017, after a lapse of  two 
long years of  suspense, the hush hush 
secret documents of  this Framework 
Agreement that exposes the provisions 
for a Pan-Naga-Hoho was disclosed to 
the public through the initiative of  an 
individual. 

Since the said document is not of-
ficially disclosed, there may be possi-
bilities that some rectifications may be 
made before it is finally and officially 
released for the public consumption 
if  at all it is released. My observation 
therefore will be confined inclusively to 
the original contexts as printed in the 
local dailies on the 16th of  this month.

The said documents have raised 
more Questions than Answers. In the 
first instance, Whereas the said docu-

ments relates directly to the very well 
being of  its Citizens specially to the 
State of  Nagaland, Why on earth the 
document is kept a guarded secret for 
so long? The contents of  such docu-
ments should have been made known 
to all its stakeholders to enable them to 
examine the issues before it is finalized. 
It is indeed outrageous that such Agree-
ment that will have far reaching Conse-
quences involving, not only the interest 
on the State of  Nagaland but few of  
its neighbouring States, are decided in 
total secrecy between the Government 
of  India and the NSCM (IM), leaving 
all other stake holders in total darkness. 
One wonders how such documents 
that contain elements of  improprieties 
could be signed with the full knowledge 
of  none other than the Prime Minister 
of  India himself. Does the document 
speak about some hidden agendas? 

What about the involvement of  
the elected Sixty Nagaland Legislative 
Members that are duly elected by the 
people to protect and preserve the con-
stitution that also includes the Special 
Provision for the State of  Nagaland un-
der Article 371 (A) of  the Constitution 

of  India?  In the present Agreement 
where they have not participated, the 
honourable MLA’s of  Nagaland are to 
be accommodated as representatives 
from the State of  Nagaland under the 
Pan-Naga-Hoho where their status will 
be at bar with the elected members of  
the Nagas from other States. Will our 
honourable MLA’s be satisfied with 
such arrangements for the sake of  fra-
ternal conglomeration? Will they lump 
the idea that their fate and their future 
are decided elsewhere without their 
participation? These are million dollar 
Questions that needs to be explained. 

The agreement appears more like 
a rehabilitation baggage and an act of  
appeasement for a particular group but 
much less an agreement between the 
Government of  India and the Nagas 
as a whole. The proposal on Pan Naga 
Hoho appears idealistic but will not be 
workable. It appears that it was specifi-
cally designed to fit in those that needs 
them. Pan Naga Hoho is an attempt in 
calling for Nationalism and a clarion 
call for the Nagas to unite and there is 
nothing wrong with that but the propos-
al lacks practical application. Should 

the Pan be confined to the dreams of  
building up a unified platform for social, 
cultural, ethnic and emotional issues of  
all the Nagas under one umbrella, it 
may perhaps be workable but when the 
Pan is assuming Executive and Finan-
cial powers beyond its social concern by 
stretching its arms into its neighbour-
ing States, there will be problems. Let 
us be aware of  this fact that in a Fed-
eral form of Government as we have 
in India, every States as far as its local 
issues are concerned, are independent 
of  each other and I do not think none 
of  the States will ever tolerate to simply 
remain a mute spectator in watching 
some other agencies from outside the 
States, fiddling in the internal affairs of  
their States. Such ideas will create more 
problems than solutions. 

Nagas cannot tolerate any forms 
of  imposition. It is our inborn nature. 
Should there be any kind of  Agree-
ments, the same should be mutually ac-
cepted by the people of  Nagaland as a 
whole, instead of  imposing upon them. 
This is a reality that should be heard 
loud and clear by New Delhi. 

Tali Longkumer, IAS (retd)

My Views on Framework Agreement

1. All the Health care providers, NGOs, Civil Society Partners and Others Stakeholdersare toadhere to the Revised 
National Drug Policy on Malaria for Treatment of  Malaria cases.

2. Administering/Prescribing of  Artemisinin monotherapy for treatment of  uncomplicated malaria cases is banned in 
India since 2009 (Guideline for Diagnosis and treatment of  Malaria in India, NIMR).
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Today’s ASTRO-PREDICTION

ARIES (MAR 21 - APR 19): If  you’re pres-
ently romantically involved, Aries, you could 
find that one of  you feels very passionate while 
the other doesn’t. Compromise! If  you’re cur-

rently unattached, someone for whom you feel nothing 
could express an interest in you that’s more than friendly. 
This is a difficult situation, but you have to sidestep this 
person’s attentions without hurting any feelings.

TAURUS (APR 20 - MAY 20): Are you work-
ing at home today, Taurus? This won’t make 
your efforts any less intense, especially if  your 
work involves writing or speaking on the phone. 

Whatever you’re doing will probably seem urgent. You 
need to do things carefully or you may miss important de-
tails or express yourself vaguely. Slow down and don’t work 
too quickly. It may take longer, but you won’t regret it.

GEMINI (MAY 21 - JUN 21): A strange letter 
or phone call could come your way today, Gem-
ini, and the information you receive could seem 
rather garbled. It may be good news or bad, or 

possibly neither, but don’t accept it at face value. Some-
where along the line someone has misinterpreted some 
important information. If  what you hear is important to 
you, check the facts before accepting it as truth.

CANCER (JUN 22 - JUL 22): Today is a 
day in which you need to use logic. You could 
receive an unsettling and unexpected letter 
or phone call, perhaps involving money. The 

person communicating with you is probably operating un-
der a misconception, so don’t panic if  it’s bad news. Talk 
to people in a position to know the facts before moving 
ahead with the information. Chances are it’s been garbled.

LEO (JUL 23 - AUG 22): Your level of  con-
centration generally tends to be strong, Leo, 
but today you could be temporarily at a dis-
advantage. Your thoughts seem vague and dis-

jointed and you’re less able to express yourself  clearly and 
precisely. Make sure the people around you know that. At 
the same time put in extra effort to make yourself  under-
stood or you could cause confusion.

VIRGO (AUG 23 - SEP 22): Today you might 
intuit some strange and unsettling thoughts 
and feelings from a brother, sister, or neighbor, 
Virgo. This person isn’t likely to want to talk 

about what’s bothering them, even if  you express con-
cern. Sometimes people have to work these things out for 
themselves. Just make it clear that you’re available to talk 
about it and then let it go. That’s all you can do now.

LIBRA (SEP 23 - OCT 22): Some discon-
certing information you receive today from 
a group you’re affiliated with could have you 
wondering if  you have a future with this group, 

Libra. This might be disillusioning for you, but this isn’t 
a good day to make any decisions. Wait a few days and 
then consider what you heard today objectively and as-
sess its impact. You’ll be in a far better frame of  mind.

SCORPIO (OCT 23 - NOV 21): Usually your 
mind is sharp and centered, Scorpio, but today 
you’ll probably feel like you can’t think straight. 
Your thoughts might be vague and disjointed. 

If  there’s something you need to do immediately, either 
make a great effort to focus on the task at hand or get 
some help. Otherwise, leave major chores or decisions for 
another day. You’ll be your old self  again tomorrow.

SAGITTARIUS (NOV 22 - DEC 21): You 
generally tend to be intuitive, Sagittarius, but 
today your sensitivity might approach the level 
of  an oracle - or seem to! You might have some 

good luck picking up the thoughts and feelings of  oth-
ers, but your premonitions, while plentiful, are off  track. 
Write them down and check them out later, but don’t put 
any stock in them, at least not now.

CAPRICORN (DEC 22 - JAN 19): You may 
have a very strange and somewhat disturbing 
dream about a friend tonight, Capricorn. It 
may wake you up in an unsettled state. Write 

it down if  you can. This might exorcise some of  the emo-
tions involved and shed some light on whatever caused 
you to have the dream. Don’t worry! Chances are it’s 
symbolic and not prophetic.

AQUARIUS (JAN 20 - FEB 18): A lack of com-
munication between you and someone close could 
lead to misunderstandings, Aquarius. This might 
not seem that important, but sometimes a lack of  

clarity can lead to bad feelings in the future. Make your in-
tentions clear to everyone. If  someone misinterprets anything 
thing you say, explain it more precisely right then. You don’t 
want some careless words to come back to haunt you.

PISCES (FEB 19 - MAR 20): Today you might 
be so intent on your work that you don’t hear 
what someone says to you, Pisces. No matter 
how important your task, take the time to lis-

ten and pay attention to what someone tells you, however 
trivial it may seem now. It might not matter in the end, 
but it’s best to err on the side of  caution. Sparing a few 
minutes now could avoid a serious rift in a friendship.

I
n the afternoon of 31 January 1827, a new vision of  
literature was born. On that day, Johann Peter Eck-
ermann, faithful secretary to Johann Wolfgang von 
Goethe, went over to his master’s house, as he had 
done hundreds of times in the past three and a half  

years. Goethe reported that he had been reading Chinese 
Courtship (1824), a Chinese novel. ‘Really? That must have 
been rather strange!’ Eckermann exclaimed. ‘No, much 
less so than one thinks,’ Goethe replied.

A surprised Eckermann ventured that this Chinese 
novel must be exceptional. Wrong again. The master’s 
voice was stern: ‘Nothing could be further from the truth. 
The Chinese have thousands of them, and had them when 
our ancestors were still living in the trees.’ Then Goethe 
reached for the term that stunned his secretary: ‘The era 
of world literature is at hand, and everyone must contrib-
ute to accelerating it.’ World literature – the idea of world 
literature – was born out of this conversation in Weimar, a 
provincial German town of 7,000 people. Like the rest of  
Europe, Weimar fell under the cultural shadow of Paris. 
The city exported its metropolitan culture, making Euro-
peans read French novels, recite French poetry and watch 
French plays. Many German artists and intellectuals re-
sponded to Paris’s cultural domination with a nationalist 
initiative. They collected folk tales and other components 
of popular and peasant pastime, valorising an entity called 
German culture. Indeed, they helped to make the essen-
tially German idea of culture – as opposed to the Anglo 
‘society’ or the French ‘civilisation’ – the foundation for a 
future nation state. 

Goethe himself  had been educated in the French man-
ner. He agreed with German nationalists that cultural 
dependence on France must end. But he disagreed with 
their search for native German culture and folk traditions. 
Goethe searched for an alternative to both metropolitan 
culture and German nationalism. First, he turned to Eng-
land, especially William Shakespeare, but soon realised 
that Anglo cultural dominance was no improvement. He 
needed something not just different, but bigger and better. 
The solution was world literature. orld literature originated 
as a solution to the dilemma Goethe faced as a provincial 
intellectual caught between metropolitan domination and 
nativist nationalism. In addition to Chinese novels, he had 
been reading the classical Sanskrit play Shakuntala by Ka-
lidasa; he had studied Arabic; and he had fallen for the me-
dieval Persian poet Hafez. All around him, his associates 
were dismissive of these interests. On his birthday, they 
gave Goethe a turban. Such pranks left Goethe undaunted. 
He persevered with his far-flung reading habits, hoping 
that others would follow his example. For Goethe, world 
literature represented the bold ideal of a world in which no 
single language or nation dominated. World literature was 
the cultural expression of a political order, one in which the 
world had moved beyond the nationalism and colonialism 
that were dominating the 19th century.

Goethe knew he would have to convert his contempo-
raries to the ideal of world literature. He also knew that he 
had a powerful ally: the reality of an emerging world mar-
ket, including in literature. The availability of works from 
distant places, a relatively new phenomenon, was what had 
made possible the idea of world literature in the first place. 
This world market, as he saw it, gave a particular role to 
Germany: ‘Whoever knows and studies German, inhab-
its the marketplace where all nations offer their products; 
he plays the translator even as he reaps profits.’ Through 
translation, German publishers and writers could profit 
from cultural difference, bringing literature from distant 
lands to the beautiful Duchess Anna Amalia Library in 
Weimar, where Goethe liked to work. Goethe’s insight that 
the formation of a world market had laid the foundations 
for world literature captured the imaginations of Friedrich 
Engels and Karl Marx. Engels, the son of a rich industrial-
ist, had gone to Manchester to study advanced methods 
of industrialisation. Marx had gone to Berlin to immerse 
himself  in philosophy. The two began to collaborate, bring-
ing together Engels’s economic studies of industrialisation 
and Marx’s philosophical ideas. When asked to formulate 
a new programme for an obscure group of radicals in Lon-
don, Marx and Engels wrote The Communist Manifesto 
(1848).

In a stunning paragraph from that text, the two authors 
celebrated the bourgeoisie for their role in sweeping away 
century-old feudal structures:

By exploiting the world market, the bourgeoisie has 
made production and consumption a cosmopolitan affair. 
To the annoyance of its enemies, it has drawn from under 
the feet of industry the national ground on which it stood. 
… These industries no longer use local materials but raw 
materials drawn from the remotest zones, and its products 
are consumed not only at home, but in every quarter of the 
globe. … In place of the old local and national seclusion 
and self-sufficiency, we have commerce in every direction, 
universal interdependence of nationals. And as in material 
so also in intellectual production. The intellectual creations 
of individual nations become common property. National 
one-sidedness and narrow-mindedness become increasing-
ly impossible, and from the numerous national and local 
literatures there arises a world literature.

World literature . To many contemporaries, it would 
have sounded like a strange term to use in the context of  
mines, steam engines and railways. Goethe would not have 
been surprised. Despite his aristocratic leanings, he knew 
that a new form of world market had made world literature 
possible.

The Communist Manifesto aspired to be a 
model of  world literature

Marx and Engels described the world market as a result of  
European trade empires and colonialism. European (Por-
tuguese, French, English) colonial officers had translated 
the Chinese, Arab and Persian literature that Goethe was 
reading in Weimar. Working with local elites and scholars 
from what Marx and Engels described, in the Manifesto, as 
‘the remotest zones’, these colonial officials had produced 
the editions and translations of literature now reaching 
‘every quarter of the globe’. Thanks to advanced printing 
machines, even the production of literature resembled the 
industry of Manchester. Since a world market led to the 
idea of world literature, and European colonialism under-
lay the world market, wasn’t world literature therefore an 
extension of colonialism, a rebuke to Goethe? For Marx 
and Engels, world literature was bourgeois, ie capitalist and 
therefore imbricated with colonialism. But to reject world 
literature would be to throw out the baby with the bath-
water. Neither globalisation, nor a global interconnected 
literary world were, themselves, the problem. Everything 
hinged on the how, on the terms of organisation. Globali-
sation was inexorable, and a world literature would also, 
inevitably, develop; the question was what kind. For Marx 
and Engels, it was important that world literature be put on 
a new basis, that it be international and emancipatory and 
cosmopolitan.

In holding on to the idea of world literature, Marx 
and Engels were also thinking of something closer to 
home: their own text. In their celebrated preamble, they 
announced that the Manifesto would ‘be published in the 
English, French, German, Italian, Flemish and Danish 
languages’ – the original language, German, was tucked 
away in the middle. The Manifesto aspired to be a model 
of world literature.

Against the odds, Marx and Engels succeeded, 
though it took decades for The Communist Manifesto 
to be translated into different languages. In the process, 
its authors contributed a new genre to world literature: 
from now on, the combination of  grand historical nar-
rative and an urgent call to action that characterised The 
Communist Manifesto would be the hallmarks of  many 
manifestos to come.

Ever since Goethe, Marx and Engels, world literature 
has rejected nationalism and colonialism in favour of  a 
more just global community. In the second half  of  the 
19th century, the Irish-born critic Hutcheson Macaulay 
Posnett championed world literature. Posnett developed 
his ideas of  world literature in New Zealand. In Europe, 
the Hungarian Hugó Meltzl founded a journal dedicated 
to what he described as the ‘ideal’ of  world literature.

In India, Rabindranath Tagore championed the same 
idealist model of world literature. Honouring the Ramay-
ana and the Mahabharata, the two great Indian epics, 
Tagore nevertheless exhorted readers to think of literature 
as a single living organism, an interconnected whole with-
out a centre. Having lived under European colonialism, 
Tagore saw world literature as a rebuke to colonialism. 
But he also saw it as a rebuke to those hoping to cherish 
only South Asian cultural traditions as the alternative. Like 
Goethe, he rejected both colonialism and nationalism, in-
sisting on an international, interconnected world built on 
more just terms.

For Tagore, world literature was to play an important 
role. In 1913, he would become the first non-Western writ-
er to receive the Nobel Prize in literature. But his success 
also showed how easily world literature could be co-opted 
by nationalism, its old antagonist. Despite his political ide-
als, India in 1950 and Bangladesh in 1971 both adopted 
Tagore poems for their national anthems.

Though ironic, the nationalist appropriation of Tagore 
resonated with a core mechanism of world literature: 
translation. India chose ‘Jana Gana Mana’ (1905), a poem 
Tagore had originally composed in Bengali, and which was 
then translated into Hindi, though it deliberately contained 
nouns that were comprehensible in many Indian languag-
es. After partition from Pakistan, Bangladesh used the first 
10 lines of ‘Amar Sonar Bangla’, a Bengali song Tagore 
had written during Bengal’s first partition, in 1905. (Tagore 
also inspired the national anthem of Sri Lanka.) Around 
the same time, the newly constituted German nation state 
enlisted Goethe as the national poet. Clearly, a battle was 
afoot. While nationalists were able to co-opt world litera-
ture, their success only fortified the commitments of world 
literature advocates.

In the meantime, world literature thrived in the margins 
of nations and empires. In 1939, the Yiddish poet Melech 
Ravitch declared that there existed a Yiddish velt-literatur, 
spread between Warsaw, New York and Moscow. He 
praised this development as both an ideal to aspire to and 
as a market-based reality. He also lamented that the market 
for Yiddish literature was volatile and underdeveloped. (It 
would take until 1978 for a Yiddish writer to receive the 
Nobel Prize in literature: Isaac Bashevis Singer.)

The nationalism and fascism that flourished in the 
1920s and ’30s were in principle deeply at odds with the 
idea, and ideals, of world literature. At the same time, the 
large flows of migration spurred by European fascism and 
the wars were a boon to world literature. This paradox was 
perhaps best represented by two German scholars, Leo 
Spitzer and Erich Auerbach. Both were forced to flee Ger-
many due to their Jewish ancestry; and both found posts in 
Istanbul, from which they articulated their ideas of world 
literature. Though trained in Western literature, Spitzer 
took up Turkish, while Auerbach mostly stuck to what he 
already knew.

Like 19th-century Paris, the US suffers from the provincialism 
of  the metropole
Auerbach’s main work, Mimesis: The Representation of  
Reality in Western Literature (1946), is a sweeping narra-
tive, ranging from Homer to Virginia Woolf, headed by an 
epigraph from Andrew Marvell: ‘Had we but world enough 
and time …’ What Auerbach lacked even more, however, 
at least according to his own account, was a good library, 
hence his omission of scholarly debates and secondary lit-
erature (if  he had taken up Turkish, he would have had a 
much better selection at his disposal). Auerbach wrote Mi-
mesis for the survivors of the Second World War, hoping 
to ‘bring together those who maintained their love to our 
Western history’. For Auerbach, world literature would 
help stitch together the torn fabric of Western civilisation.

Emigration to the United States during and after the 
Second World War, including by Auerbach and Spitzer, 
made the US a hospitable place for world literature, but 
brought challenges too. As the US gained cultural promi-
nence in the post-war world, it became a powerful net 
exporter of its own culture. The trend continues to this 
day, when only 3 per cent of books published in the US 
are translations from foreign languages. Like 19th-century 
Paris, the US suffers from a particular type of provincial-
ism, the provincialism of the metropole.

In 2008, Horace Engdahl, the permanent secretary of  
the Swedish Academy, which bestows the Nobel Prize, 
complained: ‘The US is too isolated, too insular. They don’t 
translate enough and don’t really participate in the big dia-
logue of literature. That ignorance is restraining.’ But Eng-
dahl got it only half right (he had to step down from his 
post). Despite the small percentage of translated works in 
the US, the overall size of the market has actually made it 
an important place for foreign literature, with smaller press-
es filling the void left by more reluctant larger publishers. 
The journal World Literature Today has been championing 
the cause for decades. New online ventures, such as Words 
Without Borders, are contributing to the effort.

Elena Ferrante is a recent example of a writer who en-
joyed success in her native Italy, but who became a global 
phenomenon only when her work won critical acclaim 
and breathtaking sales in the US. Ferrante’s reception in 
the US even caused a second, much larger wave of inter-
est in Italy. Literary migrants have provided the US with 
another source of world literature. Some, like the Nigerian 
writer Chimamanda Ngozi Adichie, write in English. Oth-
ers, such as the Turkish novelist and Nobel prize laureate 
Orhan Pamuk, continue to write in their native tongue 
while using their position in the US to advance their stand-
ing as world authors. The Chinese-born writer Ha Jin 
exemplifies a third group, writers who make the US their 
home and then switch to writing in English. World litera-
ture has thus remained what it had been since Goethe, both 
an aspiration and a market-based reality.

In the US, world literature took up residence in the 
booming post-war colleges and universities. There, the 
expansion of higher education in the wake of the GI Bill 
helped world literature to find a home in general education 
courses. In response to this growing market, anthologies 
of world literature emerged. Some of Goethe’s favourites, 
such as the Sanskrit play Shakuntala, the Persian poet 
Hafez and Chinese novels, took pride of place. From the 
1950s to the ’90s, world literature courses expanded sig-
nificantly, as did the canon of works routinely taught in 
them. World literature anthologies, which began as single 
volumes, now typically reach some 6,000 pages. The six-
volume Norton Anthology of World Literature (3rd ed, 
2012), of which I am the general editor, is one of several 
examples.

In response to the growth of world literature over the 
past 20 years, an emerging field of world literature research 
including sourcebooks and companions have created a 
scholarly canon, beginning with Goethe, Marx and En-
gels and through to Tagore, Auerbach and beyond. The 
World Literature Institute at Harvard University, headed 
by the scholar David Damrosch, spends two out of three 
summers in other locations. It has more than 150 affiliated 
members from around the world. My own graduate stu-
dents work on topics such as how contemporary Chinese 
authors break into world literature (Yanping Zhang); the 
literature and art competitions that were part of the Olym-
pic Games until the 1950s (Miles Osgood); and why the 
Aspen Institute was founded with a tribute to Goethe’s 
idea of world literature (Janet Zong). Scholars of world lit-
erature study the circulation and reception of specific texts, 
as well as their production, in trends and patterns, from the 
rise and fall of certain genres to the influence of writing 
technologies, as well as the interpretive practices that form 
the core of literary studies.

The Stanford scholar Franco Moretti has pioneered 
new quantitative methods to study large numbers of texts 
available, for the first time, in online databases. This kind 
of quantitative analysis in literature remains in its infancy, 
but it is clearly significant: quantitative approaches might 
change the study of literature as profoundly as the quan-
titative turn in the social sciences changed sociology 100 
years ago.

The study of world literature can be understood as a 
sub-set of world history (see Jeremy Adelman’s recent es-
say in Aeon). World history is a more established field than 
world literature, more experienced in synthesising large 
numbers of national or regional case studies. It has also 
enjoyed surprising popular success with commodity his-
tories such as Mark Kurlansky’s seafood trilogy: Cod: A 
Biography of the Fish that Changed the World (1998) and 
Big Oyster: History of the Half-Shell (2006), seasoned with 

Salt: A World History (2002). World literature scholarship 
has yet to produce such popular fare.

And it has its opponents. Some university deans have 
been unimpressed, and have tried to close down world liter-
ature programmes, replacing them with easier distribution 
requirements. I have heard students complain that they 
don’t want to read Chinese novels because those novels are 
likely to be strange, echoing Eckermann, Goethe’s secre-
tary, 200 years ago. Some opponents of world literature 
come from within the ranks of literary scholars. The qual-
ity of translations constitutes one ground of criticism, and 
not without reason. The English translation of one of the 
Chinese novels Goethe read, for example, was riddled with 
mistakes. Even the title was mistranslated. Auerbach him-
self  expressed misgivings about teaching literature without 
knowledge of its original languages, and others have ech-
oed this concern.

Rather than being an antidote to colonialism, world lit-
erature was seen as a form of cultural imperialism

As the study of world literature blossomed in the past 
20 years, critics reached for a wider and broader set of argu-
ments. Some, drawing from post-modern theory, rejected 
world literature as another pernicious attempt to tell a 
‘grand narrative’. Questions about the quality of transla-
tions developed into opposition to translation as such. In 
keeping with an old Italian proverb that had punned tradut-
tore traditore (translators are traitors), some of these argu-
ments veered close to older ideals about the purity of indi-
vidual languages or the singularity of literary works: the 
tacit assumption was that if  you were not a native speaker, 
or almost as good as one, it was better to stick to your own.

A third group of critics objected to the fact that a market 
made world literature possible. The comparative literature 
scholar Gayatri Spivak at Columbia University accused the 
US of trying to dominate the world by exporting world lit-
erature anthologies. Rather than acting as an antidote to 
colonialism, as envisioned by Goethe and Tagore, world 
literature found itself  accused of being a form of cultural 
imperialism. The problem with the argument was that the 
opposite was actually the case. World literature antholo-
gies published in the US weren’t intended for export at all, 
and publishers therefore didn’t acquire foreign rights be-
cause there was no market for world literature anthologies 
outside the US. World literature was an attempt to import 
foreign literature to the US, using the market to change in-
grained reading habits. World literature anthologies seek to 
combat nativism as well as the dominance, in many West-
ern countries, of literature from former European colonies, 
above all England and France.

Already in 1922, Zheng Zhenduo, a Chinese advocate 
of world literature, had recognised the roots of some of  
these scholarly objections. He complained that the study of  
literature was organised according to nation states into na-
tional literature departments, and therefore structurally op-
posed to world literature. Almost 100 years later, the same 
organisation prevails, which means that world literature is 
being taught around the edges of national literature depart-
ments. This is changing only slowly: Boston University 
has just renamed its comparative literature department, 
changing this to the department of world languages and 
literatures.

Today, with nativism and nationalism surging in the 
US and elsewhere, world literature is again an urgent and 
political endeavour. Above all, it represents a rejection of  
national nativism and colonialism in favour of a more hu-
mane and cosmopolitan order, as Goethe and Tagore had 
envisioned. World literature welcomes globalisation, but 
without homogenisation, celebrating, along with Ravitch, 
the small, diasporic literatures such as Yiddish as invalu-
able cultural resources that persevere in the face of prosecu-
tion and forced migration.

There is no denying that world literature is a market, 
one in which local and national literatures can meet and 
transform each other. World literature depends, above all, 
on circulation. This means that it is incompatible with ef-
forts to freeze or codify literature into a set canon of  met-
ropolitan centres, or of  nation states, or of  untranslatable 
originals. True, the market in world literature is uneven 
and not always fair. But the solution to this problem is 
not less circulation, less translation, less world literature. 
The solution is a more vibrant translation culture, more 
translations into more languages, and more world litera-
ture education.

The free circulation of  literature is the best weapon 
against nationalism and colonialism, whether old or new, 
because literature, even in translation, gives us unique ac-
cess to different cultures and the minds of  others. Noth-
ing humans have ever done, in all the arts or sciences, can 
transport and enrich our imagination, our understanding 
of  and empathy for other human beings and their lives, the 
way literature can. This also means that world literature 
isn’t always easy. We’re all Eckermann, formed by limited 
traditions, overwhelmed by the thought of  the thousands 
of  Chinese novels out there. But trying is everything.

World literature began as an ideal or aspiration. ‘The 
era of world literature is at hand, and everyone must con-
tribute to accelerating it,’ Goethe admonished the reluctant 
Eckermann. Nearly two centuries later, this remains true. 
World literature isn’t inevitable or automatic. Colonialists, 
nationalists, enemies of the market, advocates of censor-
ship have all opposed the circulation of literature, and 
continue to do so. This means that world literature is an 
achievement that, without active support, can be lost. We 
don’t have to accept every instance or form of market free-
dom and growth as good, but world literature is a market 
that must be sustained – and everyone must contribute to 
accelerating its growth.

Readers of the World Unite
How markets, Marx, and provincial elites created world literature to fight both empire and nationalism
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Omani and Qatari nationals along with Indian Muslim priests after their arrest in Hyderabad on 
Wednesday on charges of human trafficking and child marriage. 

PTI

NEWS IN BRIEF
SSB officer killed in suspected 
fratricidal firing 
Jammu, Sep. 20 (IANS): One junior level officer of  
the Seema Sashastra Bal (SSB) was killed and another 
injured in a suspected fratricidal firing incident at an 
SSB camp near the Jawahar Tunnel in Ramban district 
on Wednesday. Police said an Assistant Sub-Inspector 
of the SSB was killed in the incident that took place in 
Bannihal area of  Ramban district. Earlier, police said 
that six troopers had been injured in the firing.

No fresh infiltration of 
Rohingyas into India: BSF
Kolkata, Sep. 20 (IANS): Asserting that there were 
no specific instructions from the central government 
on the Rohingya refugees, the BSF on Wednesday said 
there were no new cases of  their infiltration into India 
this year. “We have alerted our troops and mobilised 
resources on the entire 4,096-km India-Bangladesh 
border. We have faced no infiltration problem so far 
this year,” BSF Additional Director General (Eastern 
Command) R.P. Singh said on the sidelines of  an 
event here. The officer said the Centre had not given 
any specific instructions vis-a-vis the Rohingyas. The 
BSF officer said there were no fresh arrests of  illegal 
migrants after the Rohingya influx into Bangladesh.  
The United Nations last week said that over 4 lakh 
Rohingyas had fled to Bangladesh from Myanmar 
since August 25.

Two Pakistani intruders shot 
dead by BSF
Amritsar, Sep. 20 (PTI): The Border Security Force 
shot dead two Pakistani intruders along the Indo-
Pak border today when they refused to surrender 
while crossing over to Indian territory. DIG BSF J S 
Oberio said the BSF shot dead two Pakistani intruders 
when they ignored warnings and kept marching 
towards BSF troops aggressively. The incident took 
place along the Indo-Pak border in Ajnala sector of  
Amritsar at BOP Shahpur where BSF troops spotted 
two Pakistani nationals who crossed over to India and 
refused to surrender.

Now a chocolate Durga idol in city
Kolkata, Sep. 20 (PTI): Adding to the festive cheer, a 
six-feet tall Durga idol made of  chocolate was put on 
display at a city hotel today. The idol has been made 
of  approximately 600 kg of  chocolate. Three persons, 
under the guidance of  pastry chef  Sunil, worked eight 
hours a day and completed the idol within a week. 
The idol will be on display till September 29, the day 
of  Mahanavami.

Plant 70 trees to mark 70th year of 
Independence: UGC to varsities 
New Delhi, Sep. 20 (PTI): The University Grants 
Commission (UGC) has asked varsities across the 
country to celebrate the third anniversary of  the 
“Swachh Bharat” campaign and plant 70 saplings to 
mark 70th year of  the country’s Independence. The 
varsities and higher educational institutions have also 
been asked to send photographs to ensure compliance 
with the directive. “The period from September 15 to 
October 2 has been designated as ‘Swachhta Hi Seva’ 
to celebrate the third anniversary of  ‘Swachh Bharat’. 
Cleaning of  campus buildings, corridors and toilets 
may be ensured through effective garbage collection 
and solid waste management system,” the UGC said 
in a communication to universities.

No floor test, no elections in 18 seats: Madras HC

Study: Mortality rate declines saved 1 mn children under 5

Chennai, Sep. 20 (IANS): 
Declining a stay on the dis-
qualification of 18 rebel AI-
ADMK MLAs, the Madras 
High Court on Wednesday 
ordered that no floor test 
should be held in the assem-
bly till further orders nor can 
by-elections be held in those 
assembly constituencies.

Justice M. Duraiswamy 
passed the order while hear-
ing the petition from legis-
lators owing allegiance to 
T.T.V. Dinakaran challeng-
ing their disqualification 
by Speaker P. Dhanapal 
on Monday and the DMK 
petition that sought an im-
mediate floor test. The judge 
adjourned hearing in the 

case to October 4. 
The judge, while extend-

ing the stay on a floor test, 
also ordered that no by-
elections will be held to the 
seats rendered vacant by the 
disqualification of MLAs.

On a petition filed by 
the DMK, the court had 
last week directed that no 
floor test will be held till 
Wednesday.

The DMK, which had 
petitioned the court to order 
Governor C. Vidyasagar 
Rao to convene the assembly 
and ask Chief  Minister K. 
Palaniswami to prove his 
majority, claimed the court’s 
order was a “big victory” for 
the party and democracy. 

Party spokesman and law-
yer Saravanan said it was 
an order arrived at with the 
“consent” of parties.

Dushyant Dave, coun-
sel for the 18 disqualified 
lawmakers, argued that 
the Speaker’s action was 
biased as no action was 
taken against the AIAD-
MK MLAs who had voted 
against the confidence mo-
tion moved by the Chief  
Minister soon after assum-
ing power earlier this year.

He said the demand 
of  the MLAs was only to 
change the Chief  Minister 
and they still continue in 
the party.

Dave wanted a stay on 

the Speaker’s order so that 
they can participate in a trial 
of strength in the assembly. 

On the other hand, Ar-
yama Sundaram, counsel 
for the Speaker, maintained 
that the disqualification was 
as per law and sought time 
for filing his reply and docu-
ments in the case.

Kapil Sibal, appearing 
for DMK, said there should 
be no floor test till the court 
decides on its petition seek-
ing a trial of  strength and 
the disqualification of  
MLAs. 

The court also ordered 
notices to the Chief  Min-
ister, Speaker, Assembly 
Secretary and AIADMK’s 

Chief Whip asking for their 
stand on the matter.

Meanwhile, the DMK 
party has postponed the 
meeting of  its legislators 
slated in the evening.

The leader of Dalit par-
ty VCK, Thol Thirumava-
lavan, said people should 
understand that the BJP-led 
central government is “be-
hind the political happen-
ings” in Tamil Nadu.

He said the disqualifica-
tion of the 18 legislators is 
unlawful.

Tamil Nadu Fisheries 
Minister D. Jayakumar ac-
cused the DMK and Di-
nakaran of  trying to bring 
down the state government.

New Delhi, Sep. 20 (PTI): India 
prevented the deaths of  about 
one million children under five 
in 2005-15, driven by significant 
reductions in the mortality rates 
of pneumonia, diarrhoea, tetanus 
and measles, says a new study 
published in Lancet.

The study stressed that India 
would need to maintain the rapid 
decline in mortality of  children 
in the 1-59-month group and 
accelerate declines in neonatal 
mortality to over 5 per cent annu-
ally to achieve UN global goals of  
reducing child mortality to at least 
25 per 1,000 live births by 2030.

Between 2000 and 2015, 29 
million children below five died 
of  different causes in India, data 
by the United Nations show.

“However, since 2005, the 
progress in terms of reduction in 
mortality accelerated. Had the 
mortality rates of  2000-2005 re-
main unchanged, 30 million chil-
dren would have died by 2015,” 

said Dr Prabhat Jha, one of  the 
authors and head of  the Centre 
for Global Health Research of St 
Michael’s Hospital in Toronto.

The study noted that an in-
crease in spending on public 
health by the Indian government, 
launching programmes to en-
courage women to give birth in 
hospitals and for children to have 
a second dose of measles vaccine 
could all have contributed to the 
improvement.

Published in the leading medi-
cal journal yesterday, the report, 
however, found a slower decline 
in malaria death rates in children 
in the 1-59-month group.

It also highlighted that mor-
tality rates from low birth weight 
rose in rural areas and the poorer 
states. Neonatal mortality rates 
in rural areas were twice that in 
urban areas.

In this regard, the study 
stressed the need for giving spe-
cial attention to maternal factors, 

including anaemia and tobacco 
chewing, which also play a role in 
low birth weights.

A steeper decline in the 
number of girls dying narrowed a 
previously observed girl-boy mor-
tality gap, said Dr Jha. An almost 
equal number of  boys and girls 
five died in 2015.

The research is a part of  the 
Million Death Study, one of  
the largest studies of  premature 
deaths in the world, done in col-
laboration with the Registrar 
General of  India. It is based on 
100,000 interviews with parents 
who lost a child.

“Hundreds of specially trained 
census staff  in India knocked on 
the doors of more than 1.3 million 
homes to interview household 
members about deaths. Two phy-
sicians independently examined 
these ‘verbal autopsies’ to estab-
lish the most probable cause of  
death,” Dr Jha said.

The study found a 3.3 per cent 

annual decline in the mortality 
rates of neonates (infants less than 
one month old) and 5.4 per cent 
for those aged one month to 59 
months.

The declines started accelerat-
ing from 2005 and were the fastest 
between 2010 and 2015, and in 
urban areas and the richer states.

Per 1,000 live births, the mor-
tality rates among neonates fell 
from 45 in 2000 to 27 in 2015, 
while the 1-59-month mortality 
rate fell from 45.2 to 19.6.

Pneumonia and diarrhoea 
mortality rates for the 1-59- month 
group declined substantially in 
2010-15, at an average of 8-10 per 
cent annual decline nationally.

Mortality rates from vaccine-
preventable diseases such as teta-
nus and measles fell by about 90 
per cent from 2005 and neonatal 
infection and birth trauma by 
more than 66 per cent.

For the 1-59-month group, 
mortality rates from pneumonia 

and diarrhoea fell by more than 
60 per cent.

Co-author of the study, profes-
sor Rajesh Kumar, Dean (Academ-
ic) at the Post Graduate Institute of  
Medical Education and Research 
in Chandigarh, said to meet the 
UN Sustainable Development 
Goals of  halving child mortality 
rates by 2030, India must main-
tain its current trajectory for the 
1-59-month group and accelerate 
declines in neonatal mortality.

Reducing the number of neo-
natal deaths will require efforts 
to bring down deaths caused 
by premature delivery and low 
birth weights, especially in poorer 
states, he said.

Both are strongly linked to 
largely modifiable maternal and 
prenatal factors such as health care 
during pregnancy, education, nutri-
tion, anaemia and tobacco use.

The authors also stressed the 
need for a stricter assessment of  
child mortality at district levels.

‘Surgical strike was to send 
across strong message’ 

Polarisation is central challenge, anger building up over jobs — Rahul

Arab marriage racket busted, eight sheikhs held

Final arguments of defence heard in murder case against Dera chief

State must have concrete 
reasons to impose restrictions: 
HC on Durga idol immersion 

Embarrassment for Nitish 
as Bihar canal collapses 

New Delhi, Sep. 20 (IANS): The cross-
LoC surgical strike last year was carried out 
by Indian troops to send across a “strong 
message” to Pakistan, which could not 
have been conveyed through other means, 
former General Officer Commanding-in-
Chief  of  the Army’s Northern Command 
Lt. General D.S. Hooda (retd) has said.

Hooda, who oversaw the September 
2016 attack across the Line of  Control 
in Pakistan as then head of  the Northern 
Command, told news channel NDTV that 
they were also prepared for retaliation from 
Pakistan’s side but it did not happen.

He said one soldier was injured in 
the operation, though it was not in firing 
from the Pakistan’s side, but in a landmine 
explosion on the Indian side of  the LoC. 
Hooda said a part of  the soldier’s leg was 
blown off.

Asked why the Indian Army chose to 
go across the LoC to destroy the terror 
launch pads instead of  using air attack or 
any long-range attack weapon, Hooda said 
those attacks would not have sent across 
the same message.

“I think a strong message has to be sent 
sometimes. You can say you could have 
done it from air, from long-range artillery... 
I think a message had to be sent out, a 
strong message had to be sent out,” Hooda 
told the news channel.

“After the June 2015 strike (by the 
Indian Army across the India-Myanmar 
border), a lot of  statements had come from 
Pakistan -- from their Interior Minister as 
also their official spokesperson -- which 
said Pakistan is not Myanmar, and we will 
give a befitting reply if  India resorts to any 
adventurism. Those were the kind of  state-
ments that were made.

“Once the surgical strike was carried 
out, they just went totally quiet. I think 
that was more of  a moral victory,” he said.

“The kind of  message we wanted to 
send across, I don’t think could have been 
done by strikes from afar.”

Asked whether they anticipated any 
retaliation, Hooda said: “We had, and why 
not? It would be unprofessional to say there 
will be no retaliation, and that we shouldn’t 
plan for it.”

“We were prepared, we were ready. 
But, as I said, I think the Pakistanis were 
quite shell-shocked. The minute they said 
surgical strike did not happen, we knew 
that a response from their side will at best 
be very very limited,” the retired Lt General 
said.

Asked whether the attacks took place 
on both sides of  the Pir Panjal, Hooda said 
it was “across the Jammu region and across 
the Kashmir region. On both sides, there 
were multiple strikes”.

Hooda said the most difficult aspect 
was planning the return of  the troops, and 
multiple plans were made on how it could 
be done.

“...the key element was not casualty, 
but not leaving any man behind”.

“Multiple plans were made in case 
there was a fighting extrication; how it 
would actually be carried out; what assets 
would be required for such a contingency; 
whether in terms of aerial assets or whether 
in terms of even sending some more people 
across to bring our people back. So that 
kind of  planning had been put in process 
and we were conscious that there could be 
a fighting extrication,” he said.

Asked if  there was any contact between 
the Indian soldiers and the Pakistan Army, 
Hooda replied in the affirmative.

“Yes, there was. The Special Forces 
had gotten into places where they were 
confident they could cause maximum 
number of  casualties. So they had to get 
fairly close to where the camps were and 
there were some Pakistani posts in close 
vicinity. So that also had to be catered to. 
So, yes, they did get into close combat,” 
he said.

The retired Lt General said there was 
need to provide better equipment to the 
Special Forces soldiers.

“I think compared with anyone, (they 
are) the best in the world, our Special 
Forces people are very good. Having said 
that, if  there is a shortfall, I think its in their 
equipment. That’s something we need to 
take a hard look at -- give them little better 
equipment,” he said.

A surgical strike was conducted by the 
Indian Army on September 28-29 night 
in 2016 on terror launch pads across the 
Line of  Control in Pakistan-administered 
Kashmir.

The strike came following a terrorist 
attack at an Indian Army camp at Uri in 
Jammu and Kashmir, in which 19 soldiers 
were killed.

In June 2015, the Indian Army had 
carried out a surgical strike along the 
India-Myanmar border on the camps of the 
Nationalist Socialist Council of  Nagaland 
(Khaplang) militants, days after an ambush 
in which terrorists killed 18 Army men in 
Manipur.

Princeton (New Jersey), 
Sep. 20 (IANS): The poli-
tics of  polarisation is the 
central challenge to India, 
Congress Vice-President 
Rahul Gandhi has said and 
slammed the government 
over job creation, saying 
people are getting angry 
over its performance on 
that front.

Interacting with stu-
dents at the Princeton Uni-
versity here on Tuesday, 
the Congress leader spoke 
on an array of  issues. He 
admitted that the previous 
UPA government led by 
Congress “could not deliv-
er adequately” in creating 
jobs and the party’s vision 
outlined in 2004 had run 
into trouble by 2012. 

The Congress leader 

hinted that he faced a back-
lash to his efforts to de-
mocratise the party’s youth 
organisations.

Gandhi, 47, who is on 
a two-week tour of  the US, 
had last week interacted 
with students at Berkeley 
University and answered 
a wide range of  questions. 

Gandhi alleged that 
some sections of  society, 
including tribal commu-
nity, does not feel a part of  
the BJP’s vision.

The Congress leader 
said jobs were the central 
challenge in India and 
30,000 youth were enter-
ing the job market everyday 
in India but only 450 jobs 
were being created.

He said a key reason 
for Modi leading the BJP 

to victory in the 2014 gen-
eral elections was UPA 
government’s performance 
on jobs.

“So those same people 
who got angry with us be-
cause we could not deliver 
on those 30,000 jobs are 
now going to get angry 
with Modi.”

He accused the Prime 
Minister of  diverting from 
the issue. 

“Frankly, the Congress 
party was unable to do it. 
But Modi is also unable to 
do it. It is a deeper prob-
lem, so we have to first 
accept it as a problem and 
then we have to unite at 
solving it,” Gandhi said. 

At the interaction on 
Tuesday, the Congress 
leader said he would try to 

push for “transformation 
of  the Lok Sabha and state 
legislatures to open up the 
law-making process”.

Gandhi said the per-
formance of  India and 
China - two large and pop-
ulated countries - would 
fundamentally reshape the 
world. 

He spoke against cen-
tralisation of  power and 
said though there was 
broad agreement on some 
economic policies with the 
BJP, the Congress firmly 
believes “India needs to 
carry everyone (along)”. 

Gandhi said he likes 
Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi’s idea of  “Make in 
India” but the focus should 
be on small and medium 
companies. 

Hyderabad, Sep. 20 (IANS): A huge Arab 
marriage racket, involving minor girls, has 
been busted here with the arrest of  eight 
Omani and Qatari nationals and three 
qazis, police said on Wednesday.

The arrested qazis include the chief qazi 
of Mumbai Farid Ahmed Khan. Four lodge 
owners and five brokers of Hyderabad have 
also been held.

City Police Commissioner M. Ma-
hender Reddy told reporters that the Arab 
sheikhs were marrying minor girls with the 
help of brokers, qazis and lodge owners. Of  
the sheikhs arrested, five are Omani nation-

als and three Qatari.
The racket, which was spreading from 

Hyderabad to Oman and other Arab coun-
tries, was busted during the investigation 
into a case registered last month in Falak-
numa area of the old city of Hyderabad.

A woman had complained to the police 
that her husband with the help of some bro-
kers ‘sold’ their minor daughter to a 70-year-
old Omani national Ahmed Abdullah. The 
girl is stuck in Oman.

The police chief said efforts were on to 
rescue the girl and arrest the accused and 
bring them to Hyderabad.

Panchkula, Sep. 20 (PTI): A special 
CBI court here today began hearing 
the final arguments of  the defence 
counsel in the murder case of former 
Dera Sacha Sauda manager Ranjit 
Singh allegedly involving sect chief  
Gurmeet Ram Rahim Singh.

The defence counsel today read 
out the statement of  two of  the 23 
witnesses as the closing arguments in 
this case are in the progress.

“The court today started hearing 
our final arguments in this case,” 
said defence counsel Vishal Garg 
Narwana.

The prosecution yesterday com-

pleted its final arguments by reading 
out of the statements of all its 60 wit-
nesses in Ranjit Singh murder case.

The cult leader, who is lodged in 
Rohtak’s Sunaria jail on charges of  
rape, appeared via video-conferencing 
in the court of  CBI judge Jagdeep 
Singh.

Ram Rahim has been named as 
the main conspirator in the Ranjit 
Singh murder case.

Five other accused Krishan Lal, 
Jasbir Singh, Sabdil Singh, Indersen 
and Avtar Singh were present in the 
court.

The special CBI court is hearing the 

final arguments in the murder case on 
day-to-day basis from September 18.

Former Dera manager Ranjit 
Singh was shot dead in 2002.

He was murdered for his suspected 
role in the circulation of  the anony-
mous letter, narrating how women 
were being sexually exploited by the 
sect head at the Dera headquarters.

Ram Rahim was sentenced to 20-
year imprisonment in rape case.

On August 25, after the CBI court 
convicted Ram Rahim for raping 
two of  his female disciples, violence 
erupted in Panchkula and Sirsa in 
which 41 people died.

Kolkata, Sep. 20 (PTI): 
Questioning the West Ben-
gal government’s curbs on 
Durga idol immersion, the 
Calcutta High Court today 
said the State cannot hinder 
a citizen’s right to practise re-
ligion on the basis of a mere 
assumption of law and order 
disruption and must provide 
sound reasons for doing so.

“Let them (Hindus and 
Muslims) live in harmony, 
do not create a line between 
them,” Acting Chief Justice 
Rakesh Tiwary said, asking 
the government to provide a 
“concrete ground” for its de-
cision to stop the immersion 
of Durga idols after 10 pm 
on September 30 (Vijaya Da-
shami day) and on October 1 
on account of Muharram.

Hearing three PILs chal-
lenging the restrictions on 
immersion of  idols at the 
end of  the five-day Durga 
Puja festival, a bench, also 
comprising Justice Harish 
Tandon, said a mere as-
sumption that a law-and-
order situation might arise, 
owing to Vijaya Dashami 
and Muharram falling one 
after the other, could not be 
the basis of imposing curbs 
on immersion timings.

Observing that Chief  
Minister Mamata Banerjee 
had herself  told a public 

meeting that Hindus and 
Muslims lived together in 
harmony in the state, the 
bench said, “Listen to what 
the head of the state says and 
not a police officer.” 

“People have the right to 
practise their religious activi-
ties, whichever community 
they may be of, and the State 
cannot put restrictions, un-
less it has a concrete ground 
to believe that two commu-
nities cannot live together,” 
the acting chief justice said. 
“You must clarify why are 
you apprehending a law-and- 
order situation,” the bench 
told state Advocate General 
(AG) Kishore Dutta, who 
claimed that it was the ad-
ministration’s prerogative to 
decide on steps to prevent 
any untoward situation. The 
West Bengal government 
has imposed restrictions on 
Durga idol immersions on 
September 30, the Vijaya 
Dashami day, after 10 PM 
and no immersion would be 
allowed on October 1, the 
day Muharram is scheduled 
to be observed.

The bench said the ad-
ministration could regulate 
the routes for the immersion 
processions to follow and 
those through which the 
‘Tajia’ processions of  Mu-
harram would pass.

Patna, Sep. 20 (IANS): A 
portion of a canal that was to 
be inaugurated on Wednes-
day by Bihar Chief  Minis-
ter Nitish Kumar collapsed 
hours before the ceremony, 
causing embarrassment to 
the state government.

The incident occurred 
in Bhagalpur district on 
Tuesday forcing the Chief  
Minister to cancel his 
scheduled visit to the area 
on Wednesday. A portion 
of  Bateshwarsthan Ganga 
Pump Canal Project col-
lapsed resulting in the in-
undation of a large part of  
residential areas and the 
National Thermal Power 
Corporation (NTPC) plant 
in Kahalgao.

It also crushed the hopes 
of the local people, particu-
larly farmers, who had been 
waiting for it for last 40 years.

Without commenting 
on the collapse of  the ca-
nal, the Chief  Minister’s 
office stated that Nitish Ku-
mar’s Bhagalpur programme 
scheduled on September 20 
was cancelled due to techni-
cal reasons.

Leader of  the opposi-

tion Tejashwi Yadav alleged 
that the canal collapsed due 
to rampant corruption and 
poor quality of construction.

Yadav sa id  Kumar 
should explain to people 
how a canal collapsed a day 
before it was to be inaugu-
rated.

According to a district of-
ficial in Bhagalpur, initially a 
breach occurred on Tuesday 
evening when parts of the el-
evated main canal collapsed 
as water was pumped into it 
to test the flow.

The 11km-long canal 
is a part of  “lift irrigation 
project” in which water from 
the Ganga river is to be lifted 
with the help of pumps and 
released into the canal to 
irrigate agricultural areas 
around Kahalgaon.

The project was started 
in 1977 with an aim to irri-
gate 23,000 hectares of land 
in Bhagalpur and Godda 
(now in Jharkhand) districts.

The then Planning Com-
mission had made an initial 
investment of Rs 13.88 crore. 
However, the project was 
expanded and the estimated 
cost shot up to Rs 828 crore.
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News IN BrIef
UN condemns Somali journalist’s killing
Paris, Sep. 20 (IANS/AKI): The head of  the UN 
culture organisation UNESCO on Wednesday deplored 
the slaying of Somali radio and TV reporter Abdullahi 
Osman Moallim in a bomb attack and urged the country’s 
authorities to probe the killing. “I condemn the killing of  
Abdullahi Osman Moallim,” UNESCO director-general 
Irina Bokova said in a statement. Moallim, 24, died 
from head injuries three days after he was wounded 
in a suicide bombing in the city of Beledeweyn in the 
central Hiran region on September 13. Two other Somali 
reporters were also injured when the attacker detonated 
an explosive vest outside a cafe in the city. “Journalists 
the world over are being attacked based on their mission 
to keep the public informed,” Bokova said. 

Two more arrests in London Tube 
bomb attack case
London, Sep. 20 (PTI): Two more persons were today 
detained by British police as part of their investigation 
into the London Tube bomb attack last week, bringing 
the total number of arrests to five. A 48-year-old man 
and a 30-year-old man were detained by Scotland Yard’s 
Counter-Terrorism Command under the UK’s Terrorism 
Act this morning, after a search at an address in Newport, 
South Wales, the Metropolitan Police said.Yesterday 
evening, a 25-year-old had been arrested in Newport. 
On Saturday an 18-year-old man was detained at Dover 
port, and a 21-year-old was arrested in Hounslow, west 
London. Both are still being questioned in custody, police 
said.

US-backed force takes 90% of 
Syria’s Raqa from IS: monitor
Beirut, Sep. 20 (PTI/AFP): US-backed fighters have 
captured 90 per cent of  the Syrian city of  Raqa from 
the Islamic State group after overrunning five strategic 
neighbourhoods, a monitor said today. “Because of the 
heavy (US-led) coalition air strikes, IS withdrew from at 
least five key neighbourhoods over the past 48 hours,” 
said Syrian Observatory for Human Rights chief Rami 
Abdel Rahman. “This allowed the Syrian Democratic 
Forces to control 90 per cent of the city.”

Pak court issues arrest warrant 
against finance minister Dar
Islamabad, Sep. 20 (PTI): A Pakistani court today issued 
a bailable arrest warrant against Finance Minister Ishaq 
Dar and ordered the police to produce him before it on 
September 25 after he failed to appear in a corruption case 
linked to the Panama Papers scandal. The accountability 
court, which is hearing the graft cases filed by top anti-
graft watchdog National Accountability Bureau (NAB) 
on September 8 against ousted prime minister Nawaz 
Sharif, his children and Dar, expressed anger at the 
absence of 67-year-old minister. Dar’s protocol officer 
appeared on his behalf and informed the court that the 
minister was out of the country and would appear on 
his return.

S Korean, Japanese, US militaries 
to mount pressure on Pyongyang
Seoul, Sep. 20 (IANS): Military representatives from 
South Korea, Japan and the US on Wednesday laid 
emphasis on maintaining pressure on North Korea to 
abandon its nuclear programme. This came a day after US 
President Donald Trump threatened to “totally destroy” 
the Asian country. International Policy Deputy Director 
General Park Chul-kyun, Japan’s Defense Ministry Policy 
Director Taro Yamato and Andrew Winternitz, the US 
Acting Deputy Assistant Secretary of Defense for East 
Asia, held a trilateral video conference, confirmed Seoul’s 
Defense Ministry spokesperson, Efe reported.

Fire in Bangla textile factory kills 
six people
Dhaka, Sep. 20 (PTI): At least six workers, including 
a woman, were killed today when a fire ripped through 
a four- storey textile factory on the outskirts of  the 
Bangladeshi capital, the latest lethal industrial accident to 
hit the country. The Ideal Textile factory in Charmuktarpur 
area in Munshiganj district was closed but some workers 
were inside when the fire erupted, apparently from its 
chemicals storage in the first-floor. “Six bodies, one of  
them being a woman worker, have been recovered from 
the scene after the blaze was extinguished. Searches inside 
are underway,” a fire official told reporters.

Intercepted mafia initiation rituals 
lead to 50 arrests
Rome, Sep. 20 (IANS/AKI): Police held 50 suspects in 
Italy’s south on Wednesday after they were overheard 
using phrases typical of  the Puglia mafia or Sacra 
Colonna’s initiation rites during wiretapped phone 
conversations. The suspects face a plethora of charges 
including mafia association, conspiracy to murder, drug 
trafficking, holding illegal firearms and drug pushing, 
police said. The arrests took place in several towns in 
Puglia’s provinces of Brindisi, Lecce and Taranto and 
was spearheaded by anti-mafia prosecutors in Lecce, 
police said.

225 killed in massive Mexico earthquake, rescue efforts on

Take back Rohingyas, don’t call them 
Bengalis, says Sheikh Hasina to Myanmar

Pakistan, Iran agree 
to find resolution to 
Afghan conflict

Pak, US agree to “stay engaged” 
after Trump’s tough talk

Barack Obama begins lucrative 
turn as Wall Street speaker

Mexico City, Sep. 20 (IANS): 
Thousands of emergency crews 
and volunteers raced against 
time in search of  survivors on 
Wednesday after a powerful 
7.1-magnitude earthquake shook 
Mexico, killing at least 225 peo-
ple, leaving many trapped under 
collapsed buildings and forcing 
people on to the streets for a sec-
ond time in two weeks.

As President Enrique Peña 
Nieto announced a national 
emergency, rescuers armed with 
cutting tools and sniffer dogs 
in Mexico City continued to 
scramble to reach survivors of  
the 2.15 p.m. Tuesday disaster 
pinned inside the ruins of offices, 
schools and apartment blocks 
amid plumes of dust and wailing 
sirens. 

Local residents, police and 
firefighters used their hands to 
dig through the rubble. 

“The priority now is con-
tinue rescuing those who are 
still trapped and provide medical 
attention to the injured,” said 
the President early Wednesday. 

“We are facing a new national 
emergency.”

Power cuts left much of the 
capital in darkness. Many people 
had spent the night outdoors, 
fearful of aftershocks.

Windows buckled and shat-
tered, falling several storeys to 
the ground while thousands of  
people streamed on to the streets 
running away from buildings and 
potential gas leaks.

Mexico City, the country’s 
capital, was the worst hit. Also 
battered were the states of Pue-
bla, Guerrero, Oaxaca and More-
los, CNN and Efe news said. The 
quake’s epicentre was 4.5 km 
east-northeast of San Juan Rab-
oso and 55 km south-southwest 
of the city of Puebla.

According to the country’s 
civil protection agency, 94 per-
sons died in Mexico City, 71 in 
Morelos state, 43 in Puebla, 12 
in the State of  Mexico, four in 
Guerrero and one in Oaxaca. 

It was the second major 
earthquake to hit Mexico in 
two weeks and came on the an-

niversary of the 1985 quake that 
devastated Mexico City, killing 
thousands. Just hours before the 
latest quake, many people took 
part in drills and commemora-
tive events.

As many as 37 people -- 32 
children and five adults -- died 
when Enrique Rébsamen pri-
mary school collapsed in Mexico 
City’s southern Coapa district, 
local media reported.

The quake was felt far and 
wide. In Mexico City, there were 
power outages and more than 40 
buildings collapsed crushing cars 
and trapping people inside. There 
was widespread panic, the media 
reports said.

Dozens of  buildings col-
lapsed or were severely damaged 
in densely populated parts of  
nearby states also. 

The public transportation 
system temporarily shut down 
operations. Nearly five million 
people were without power early 
on Wednesday.

The President said an emer-
gency had been declared in the 

affected areas and the military 
was being drafted in to help with 
the response.

All public and private schools 
in Mexico City and some of the 
states affected by the earthquake 
will remain closed until further 
notice, Education Minister Au-
relio Nuño tweeted.

Foreign leaders sent mes-
sages of support to Mexico. 

US President Donald Trump, 
who has courted controversy 
with his plans for a border wall 
with Mexico, tweeted: “God 
bless the people of Mexico City. 
We are with you and will be there 
for you.”

China extended deep con-
dolences to the victims of  the 
earthquake and expressed heart-
felt sympathy to their bereaved 
families, the Mexican govern-
ment and people in affected 
areas, Chinese Foreign Ministry 
spokesperson Lu Kang said. 

“China believes that the Mex-
ican people can overcome the 
disaster and rebuild their lives,” 
he said.

Dhaka/New York, Sep. 20 
(IANS): Bangladesh Prime Min-
ister Sheikh Hasina has urged 
Myanmar to take back 420,000 
Rohingya Muslims who have 
taken refuge in her country and 
also called for an end to “propa-
ganda” that labelled the ethnic 
group as “Bengalis”.

“We have told Myanmar that 
they will have to take back their 
citizens. Provide security for 
them,” she said on Tuesday at a 
reception by her Awami League’s 
US unit in New York where she 
is attending the UN General As-
sembly.

The Prime Minister said 
Bangladesh was making diplo-

matic efforts to persuade Myan-
mar to take back the Rohingyas 
who have fled violence in Ra-
khine state. 

“But the Myanmar govern-
ment is not responding to the 
calls. Rather, Myanmar is laying 
landmines along the border to 
stop the return of  Rohingyas to 
their homeland,” she was quoted 
as saying by bdnew24.com.

Referring to her recent visit 
to the Cox’s Bazar refugee camp, 
she said it reminded her of  the 
situation during the Bangladesh 
Liberation War of  1971. 

“When the Pakistani forces 
burned down our houses and 
killed our people, around 10 mil-

lion people crossed the border 
into India. Now they (Rohing-
yas) are in danger and we defi-
nitely need to give them shelter.”

Hasina called for greater in-
ternational pressure on Myanmar 
over the crisis which unfolded in 
the past three weeks. 

The Rohingya refugees began 
fleeing Myanmar from August 
25 when Arakan Rohingya Sal-
vation Army (ARSA) rebels 
attacked police checkposts and 
killed 12 security personnel, trig-
gering a military crackdown. 

Myanmar has said its military 
operations in Rakhine were in 
response to the August attack 
and that the military was battling 

terrorists.
Hasina said Myanmar was 

spreading propaganda and call-
ing the Rohingyas “Bengalis” 
and demanded that be given 
Myanmar citizenship.

She also presented a six-point 
proposal over the Rohingya crisis 
at a meeting of  Islamic nations 
on the sidelines of  the UN as-
sembly. 

The proposals  included 
an immediate end to violence 
against Rohingya Muslims, crea-
tion of  “safe zones” in Myanmar 
for them and urgent humanitar-
ian assistance for the refugees 
from OIC countries until they 
can return to Myanmar.

Hasina urged the Organisa-
tion of  the Islamic Conference to 
unite and resolve the crisis before 
it is “too late”. “Bangladesh is 
ready to join any joint initiative 
on the issue.”

If  the situation in Myanmar’s 
Rakhine state persists, UN agen-
cies estimate the total number 
of  refugees entering Bangladesh 
may hit one million.

Hasina is expected to speak 
on the Rohingya issue in her 
General Assembly address on 
September 21 and then meet 
UN Secretary General Antonio 
Guterres.

New York, Sep. 20 (IANS): Paki-
stan Prime Minister Shahid Khaqan 
Abbasi and Iranian President Mu-
hammad Hassan Rouhani agreed 
to “maintain a trajectory of positive 
progress” between the two coun-
tries and work for the resolution of  
the conflict in Afghanistan.

The two leaders had met on the 
sidelines of the 72nd session of the 
United Nations General Assembly 
in New York late on Tuesday.

They agreed that there was no 
military solution to the Afghan con-
flict and a politically negotiated set-
tlement was vital for lasting peace in 
Afghanistan, the Associated Press 
of Pakistan reported.

Underscoring that Afghani-
stan’s neighbouring countries were 
seriously affected by the growing 
instability in the war-stricken coun-
try, the two leaders emphasised the 
need to adopt a regional approach 
to bringing an end to the prolonged 
Afghan conflict. According to Iran’s 
Islamic Republic News Agency 
(IRNA), Rouhani also said that Iran 
attaches great importance to the ex-
pansion of relations with Pakistan.

In return, PM Abbasi assured 
the Iranian President that Pakistan 
has a strong commitment -- rooted 
in common history, culture and 
people to people ties -- towards 
strengthening relations with Iran.

New York, Sep. 20 (PTI): Breaking the ice 
in their ties, Pakistan and the US have agreed 
to “stay engaged” and carry forward the 
relationship that has been under strain after 
President Donald Trump warned Islamabad 
against providing safe havens to terrorists.

This was decided when Prime Minis-
ter Shahid Khaqan Abbasi met US Vice 
President Mike Pence on the sidelines of  
the United Nations General Assembly here 
yesterday, Pakistan’s Foreign Office said.

“It was a good meeting,” Pakistan’s For-
eign Secretary Tehmina Janjua told reporters 
on the 45-minute meeting between Abbasi 
and Pence. She termed the progress made at 
the meeting as an ‘ice-breaker’.

She said it was agreed that the United 
States would send a delegation to Pakistan 
in October to continue the talks.

It was the highest contact between the 
two countries since Trump announced his 
new policy on Afghanistan and South Asia 
on August 21 in which he had warned Pa-
kistan for its continued support to terrorist 
groups and warned Islamabad of  conse-

quences if it continues to do so.
Trump had also asked India to play a 

greater role in war-torn Afghanistan, much 
to the dislike of Pakistan.

“It was agreed that the two countries 
would stay engaged with a constructive ap-
proach to achieve shared objectives of peace, 
stability and economic prosperity in the 
region,” the Foreign Office statement said.

Ahead of the meeting, Pakistani media 
had reported that Islamabad is ready with a 
tough diplomatic policy if the US imposes 
any sanctions on it or lowers Islamabad’s 
major non- NATO ally status over failure to 
crack down on militants.

Meanwhile, the White House said that 
Vice President Pence had an “important 
conversation” with Pakistan’s Prime Minis-
ter Abbasi on the new South Asia strategy of  
President Trump.

“The Vice President and Prime Minister 
Abbasi had an important conversation about 
the President’s South Asia strategy that was 
announced late last month,” the White 
House said in a readout of the meeting.

New York, Sep. 20 (PTI/AFP): Barack 
Obama has begun cashing in on his time 
in the White House with paid Wall Street 
speeches less than a year after leaving office, 
a practice which drew stinging rebukes for 
Hillary Clinton during last year’s presidential 
campaign.

The former US president will appear 
on Monday before a who’s who of the US 
health care industry at a conference to be 
held next week by the New York trading firm 
Cantor Fitzgerald, according to two sources 
with knowledge of the matter.

He will deliver remarks before answering 
questions from the audience, they said on 
condition of anonymity. Obama will discuss 
his signature 2010 health care reform legisla-
tion, known as Obamacare, which Republi-
can lawmakers are still working to dismantle 
after several failed attempts.

According to a person briefed on 
Obama’s planned appearance, he will be 
paid about USD 400,000.

In August, Obama addressed a New 
York gathering held by the Chicago private 
banking and wealth management firm 
Northern Trust.

Panelists at that event, according to the 
firm’s website, included billionaire former 
New York mayor Michael Bloomberg, chief  
Microsoft cybersecurity advisor Jonathan 
Trull and IBM general manager for “block-
chain” technology Marie Wieck.

Obama received USD 400,000 for his 
Northern Trust appearance, according to 
Bloomberg News, which also reported that 
the former president had made a similar 
appearance this month at the private equity 
behemoth Carlyle Group.

Carlye Group and Northern Trust both 
declined to comment when contacted by 
AFP. A spokeswoman for Cantor Fitzger-
ald confirmed that Obama would attend 
next week’s event but offered no additional 
details.

The speeches are the first Obama has 
given to Wall Street since leaving the Oval 
Office on January 20. Since May, Obama has 
made paid appearances in Italy, Germany, 
Scotland, Canada, Indonesia and South 
Korea.

He is also due to make an appearance 
later this month in Toronto and to appear at 
a New York synagogue in January.

Nay Pyi Taw, Sep. 20 (IANS): Myanmar will 
resettle refugees displaced at home and abroad 
due to conflicts in the country’s northern Ra-
khine state, said Minister of  Social Welfare, 
Relief  and Resettlement U Win Myat Aye on 
Wednesday.

The local people in the affected areas by the 
recent attack on August 25 were being provided 
with humanitarian aid without any discrimina-
tion, the Minister was quoted as saying by Xin-
hua news agency.

He said the authorities were increasing more 
humanitarian aid to reach all areas in Rakhine 

with the help of  donor countries and organisa-
tions.

Meanwhile, as stability began to restore 
since earlier this month, the Implementation 
Committee of  Rakhine Advisory Commission 
is actively addressing economic and social issues 
in the state. 

The committee was established to implement 
the recommendations of  the final report of  the 
Advisory Commission, led by former United 
Nations Secretary-General Kofi Annan, and 
Rakhine Investigation Commission, led by Vice 
President U Myint Swe.
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HILL STAR 
Movie Schedule

Hill Star is thrilled to announce 
its valued HillStarCinema 

fans that the hall is now live at 
BookMyShowIN You can now 

BUY tickets online! 

AP/PTI

First responders work on removing the rubble of a collapsed building looking for survivors trapped underneath, after a 
7.1 earthquake in Mexico city, Tuesday, sept. 19, 2017.  The earthquake stunned central Mexico, killing more than 100 
people as buildings collapsed in plumes of dust. 

Myanmar to resettle refugees in Rakhine state
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Christina Aguilera ‘inspired’ Demi Lovato’s upcoming album
Christina Aguilera says that she looked back at one of her childhood idols Christina 
Aguilera for inspiration while making her upcoming album. “I grew up listening to 
Christina Aguilera,” Lovato, 25, told people.com on Friday evening following a private 
performance in downtown Los Angeles for 50 of her Spotify superfans to celebrate the 
launch of her new record.  “I think it was her breakout album that really transformed 
her into the icon that she is today. So that inspired me … she really inspired this album. I 
was even inspired by the black and white artwork,” said Lovato. As for which track is the 
most meaningful to her? Lovato admits it’s “tough” choosing just one, but there are two 
songs, “Ready For Ya” and “Only Forever,” off of the deluxe version that “just emo-
tionally” are “special” to her.  “My heart was full of just emotions when I wrote them,” 
shared Lovato. (IANS)

At UN, Priyanka 
bats for girl 
empowerment

DiCaprio announces $20 million environmental grants

Jimmy Kimmel blasts health care bill

A
ctress Priya-
nka Chopra, 
a UN Good-
will Ambas-
sador, spoke 

up for girl empowerment 
and felicitated an Indian 
woman working towards 
supporting acid attack vic-
tims, at the Global Goals 
Awards at the UN General 
Assembly here.

Priyanka, who has 
often spoken on girl child 
rights and gender issues, 
on Wednesday shared on 
social media a photograph 
of herself from the event, 
which highlighted the roles 
played by a girl to make 
progress towards achieving 
the Sustainable Develop-
ment Goals (SDGs).

Alongside the image, 
she wrote: “Honoured to 
have participated in the 
Global Goals Awards 
tonight (Tuesday) at the 
UN General Assembly. 
These awards highlight 
the role girls play in 
changing their lives and in 
making progress towards 
achieving the Sustain-
able Development Goals 
(SDGs).”

She presented the 
Leadership Award to In-
dian girl Ria Sharma, who 
works towards supporting 
acid attack survivors, and 
said she felt proud.

“Ria founded Make 
Love Not Scars (MLNS), 
which is an organization 
that actively supports 
survivors of acid attacks 
physically and mentally, 

and campaigns to raise 
awareness of the issue’ 
Ria’s efforts are contribut-
ing to change the lives of  
many women who have 
survived acid attacks,” 
Priyanka wrote. 

Priyanka shared that 
the organisation had en-
sured that the survivors re-
ceive free treatment under 
a Supreme Court order for 
the welfare of acid victims. 

The National Award 
winner also posted a series 
of photographs and said 
it was an honour for her 
to speak at the UN Global 
Goals Awards on the 
importance of empower-
ing girls, addressing global 
leaders and influencers 
from the UN, philanthropy, 
media, non-profits and 
business. 

“We all need to come 
together and work to 
empower, educate, create 
opportunities and impart 
skill sets so that we can be 
their catalysts for change 
and to help them build 
their brave new world. If  
possible, a safe one where 
they can live their dreams 
and laugh together as one,” 
she wrote. 

Priyanka said she had 
the opportunity to meet the 
youngest Unicef goodwill 
ambassador, Muzoon 
Al-Mellehan, who is doing 
“such amazing work advo-
cating education for Syrian 
girls. All in all, this was a 
very inspiring and uplifting 
night”.

IANS

A
ctor Leonardo 
DiCaprio has 
announced that 
his Foundation 
will give $20 

million in grants to more than 
100 environmentally focused 
organisations.

The new grants, rang-
ing from wildlife and habit 
conservation and combating 
climate change to the defence 
of indigenous rights, increase 
the organisation’s total direct 
financial impact to over $80 
million since 1998, reports 
variety.com.

“These facts have been 
presented to the world time-
and-time again for decades. 
Quite simply, we are knowingly 
doing this to ourselves, to our 
planet and to our future, and 
the cost of our inaction is be-
coming clearer,” DiCaprio said 
during a Yale Climate Confer-

ence hosted by John Kerry 
on Tuesday. “Yet with all of  
this evidence - the independ-
ent scientific warnings, and 
the mounting economic price 
tag - there is still an astounding 
level of wilful ignorance and 

inaction from the people who 
should be doing the most to 
protect us, and every other liv-
ing thing on this planet.”

DiCaprio encouraged 
everyone to vote in midterm 
elections for political candi-

dates who believe that climate 
change is real and to sup-
port companies that provide 
climate-friendly products.

The Oscar winning actor 
also called for a global shift 
from fossil fuels to renewable 
energy. 

“Our challenge is to find 
new ways to power our lives, 
employ millions of people 
and turn every individual into 
an advocate for clean air and 
drinkable water. We must 
demand that politicians accept 
climate science and make bold 
commitments before it is too 
late.” 

The grants were announced 
in six areas, including climate 
change, wildlife and landscape 
conservation, marine life and 
ocean conservation, innovative 
solutions, indigenous rights, 
and the California programme.

IANS

T
V show host Jimmy Kim-
mel says that the Republican 
health care bill introduced by 
Louisiana Senator Bill Cas-
sidy, who previously appeared 

on his show “The Jimmy Kimmel Live!”, 
wouldnt serve in the publics best interest.

Kimmel, whose 4-month-old son Billy 
needed open heart surgery three days after 
his birth in April, claimed the senator 
“wasn’t very honest” when he appeared on 
the show and promised those like his son 
would be able to get the coverage 
they needed, reports people.
com.

“It seemed like he was be-
ing honest,” Kimmel said.

“He got a lot 
of credit and 
attention 
for coming 
off like 

a rare, reasonable voice in the Republican 
Party when it came to healthcare, 
for something that he 

called… the Jimmy 
Kimmel test. This 
guy, Bill Cassidy, 
just lied right to 
my face,” Kimmel 
continued.

The late night 
host says that the 
Republican health 

care bill wouldn’t 
serve in 

the 

public’s best interest, saying at one point 
that the only people who would be able to 
afford health care would be those named 
“Jimmy Kimmel” rather than those with 
or low or even average incomes.

“Before you post a nasty Facebook 
message saying I’m politicizing my son’s 
health problems, I want you to know: I 
am politicizing my son’s health problems 
because I have to,” Kimmel said to a round 
of cheers and applause.

“My family has health insurance we 
don’t have to worry about this, but other 
people do.

“So, you can shove your disgusting 
comments where your doctor won’t be 
giving you a prostate exam once they take 
your health care benefits away,” he added. 

Sen. Cassidy, who co-authored the bill 
with Sen. Lindsey Graham, had argued 
that his Obamacare repeal bill would mean 
Americans with pre-existing conditions 

like the host’s son would not be blocked 
from getting health insurance.

IANS
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Mahendra Singh Dhoni

Union Sports Minister Rajyavardhan Singh Rathore

England’s Jonny Bairstow celebrates his century.

Manchester United legends Ryan Giggs (R) and Paul Scholes have 
angered Indian fans by failing to turn out for a futsal tournament in 
Bangalore, in which they billed as the star attractions.

PTI
Groundsmen cover the field as it rains at Eden Garden in Kolkata on Wednesday, a day before the 2nd ODI cricket match against India.

PTI
Hockey India announces 18-member India A team for Australian Hockey League 2017 (Men).
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BCCI nominates MS Dhoni 
for Padma Bhushan award

Goalkeeper Dahiya to lead India 
A in Australian Hockey League

India blank Palestine in 
AFC U-16 qualifier opener

Revamped Khelo India to focus on all round development

Bairstow proud to crack ODI hundred barrier at last

Rain threat looms large as India look to continue momentum against Australia

Giggs and Scholes no-show angers India fans

New Delhi, Sep. 20 (PTI): 
The Indian cricket board 
has nominated Mahen-
dra Singh Dhoni for the 
country’s third highest ci-
vilian award -- the Padma 
Bhushan -- for his contribu-
tion to the game.

A senior BCCI official 
confirmed that the Board 
has only sent one name for 
the Padma awards this year 
and it was a unanimous de-
cision to nominate India’s 
most successful captain.

“Mahendra Singh Dho-
ni has been nominated by 
the BCCI for the Padma 
Bhushan award. It was a 
unanimous decision by the 
members. 

He has been one of  
the greatest names in con-
temporary cricket and the 
most appropriate choice of  
the Indian cricket board,” 
BCCI acting president CK 
Khanna told PTI today.

Dhoni’s credentials 
are impeccable and as the 
only Indian captain with 
two World titles (2011 50-
over World Cup and 2007 
World T20), the BCCI did 
not have to ponder over 

likely names.
“ He is one of  our great-

est ODI cricketer with 
nearly 10,000 runs. Not 
many players have played 
90 Test matches.

There is no one better 
than him, who could have 
been nominated,” Khanna 
added.

The BCCI has not sent 
any other nominations for 

the Padma awards this year.
The 36-year-old has 

scored 9737 runs in 302 
ODIs besides 4876 runs 
in 90 Test matches. He 
has also played 78 T20 
Internationals, notching up 
1212 runs.

He has 16 international 
hundreds (6 in Tests and 10 
in ODIs) along with 100 in-
ternational half-centuries.

Kolkata, Sep. 20 (IANS): 
Their tails up after overcom-
ing initial jolts to pull off  
an emphatic victory in the 
series opener against Aus-
tralia, India would look to 
retain the momentum in the 
second One-Day Interna-
tional on Thursday despite 
the leaden eyed skies threat-
ening to play spoilsport here 
at the Eden Gardens.

India were down in the 
dumps at 87/5 in Chennai, 
before young all-rounder 
Hardik Pandya (83) and 
seasoned campaigner MS 
Dhoni (79) upturned the 
script with an 118-run six 
wicket stand that helped 
the hosts post a challenging 
total, which the Kangaroos 
could not match up to in a 
rain-truncated chase.

The tourists, accord-
ing to their former skipper 
Michael Clarke, have to 
win the second rubber in 
order to have any chance of  
taking the series. In order 
to do that, Smith’s wards 

will need to improve on 
their death bowling which 
looked rather flat in Chen-
nai conceding 83 runs in the 
last 10 overs.

But at this moment, all 
eyes are focussed heaven-
wards, with the Met office 
predicting thundershowers 
on the morrow. Another 
shortened cricketing contest 
is also within the realms of  
possibility, as the city has 
been lashed by spells of  
heavy showers over the past 
few days.

“We need at least two 
hours of  sunshine to get 
the ground ready. We are 
well-equipped, we are keep-
ing our fingers crossed,” 
East Zone curator Ashish 
Bhowmick had said two 
days before the game.

If  the track, mostly kept 
under covers because of the 
inclement weather, does not 
get sufficient light before the 
game, the wicket would be 
damp and could assist fast 
bowlers initially.

New Delhi, Sep. 20 (AFP): 
Manchester United legends 
Ryan Giggs and Paul Scho-
les have angered Indian 
fans by failing to turn out 
for a futsal tournament in 
which they billed as the star 
attractions.

The Hindu newspaper 
said the pair were “under-
stood to be ‘tired’ “ on their 
arrival in Bangalore for the 
event on Tuesday.

Scholes, 42, is meant to 
be captain of  the Bangalore 
team and Giggs, 43, for 
Mumbai in the Premier 
Futsal tournament.

Scholes did participate 
in the Mumbai leg of  the 
tournament on Saturday.

But the pair were not 
even on the bench for the 
first game in Bangalore and 
fans were not impressed.

With the tickets priced 
as high as $156, includ-
ing a “meet and greet ses-
sion with the legends”, 

As a wicketkeeper, 
Dhoni has held 584 catch-
es across formats (256 in 
Tests, 285 in ODIs and 
43 in T20 Internationals). 
He has also effected 163 
stumpings.

Dhoni is already a re-
cipient of  the prestigious 
Rajiv Gandhi Khel Ratna 
and the Padma Shri award.

If  Dhoni is conferred 
with Padma Bhushan, he 
will become the 11th Indi-
an cricketer to get the third 
highest civilian honour.

Some of  the notable in-
ternational cricketers, who 
have been the recipients of  
Padma Bhushan award are 
Sachin Tendulkar, Kapil 
Dev, Sunil Gavaskar, Rahul 
Dravid, Chandu Borde, 
Prof  DB Deodhar, Col CK 
Nayudu, and Lala Ama-
rnath.

T h e  l e s s e r  k n ow n 
names include Raja Bhalin-
dra Singh of  Patiala, who 
played 13 first-class match-
es, and Vijaya Anand -- the 
Maharaja of  Vizianagram, 
who was India’s captain 
during their 1936 tour to 
England.

disgruntled fans were quick 
to dismiss the event as a 
money-making exercise.

“The tickets I bought 
were for 2,000 rupees ($31) 
a day. I am not wasting any 

New Delh i ,  Sep.  20 
(IANS): Goalkeeper Vikas 
Dahiya was on Wednesday 
named captain of  India A 
for the Australian Hockey 
League (AHL), starting on 
September 28 in Perth.

Krishan B Pathak is 
another goalkeeper in the 
squad which has defender 
Amit Rohidas as vice-cap-
tain.

The squad will feature 
Nilam Sanjeep Xess, Gur-
inder Singh, Anand Lakra, 
Baljit Singh and Vikramjit 
Singh in defence. 

Harjeet Singh, Ash-
ish Kumar Topno, Hardik 
Singh, Santa Singh and 
Nilakanta Sharma will be 
the midfielders. 

The forward line in-
cludes Armaan Qureshi, 
Mohd Umar, Simranjit 
Singh, Affan Yousuf  and 
Talwinder Singh.

This will be the second 
consecutive season that 
teams from India and New 
Zealand will feature in the 
AHL. 

more of  my time here,” 
one disappointed fan was 
quoted as saying.

“They don’t even have 
the courtesy to announce 
that the two aren’t play-
ing.”

Spokespersons for the 
event confirmed the ab-
sence of  the former Man-
chester United greats, but 
made no further immediate 
comment. The futsal tour-
nament, now into its sec-
ond edition, has six teams 
with five players each lock-
ing horns in an indoor ver-
sion of  football.

Former stars Ronald-
inho of  Brazil and Argen-
tina’s Hernan Crespo are 
also part of  the event which 
will move to Dubai next 
week.

Giggs enjoyed a re-
markable career with Man-
chester United between 
1990 and 2014, netting 168 
goals in 963 appearances.

This could augur well 
for the visitors who have in 
their ranks Nathan Coulter-
Nile, who bowled really 
well the other day, returning 
best innings figures of 3/44 
which included the prize 
wicket of  Virat Kohli who 
departed without troubling 
the scorers.

Eden Gardens is a famil-
iar turf  for Coulter-Nile, as 
he plays for Kolkata Knight 
Riders in the Indian Pre-
mier League and exhibited 
exemplary form this season 
for the purple brigade.

Also under spotlight 
will be India’s wrist spinners 
Kuldeep Yadav and Yuz-

vendra Chahal. Chinaman 
Kuldeep Yadav (2/33) and 
leg-spinner Yuzvendra Cha-
hal (3/30) shared five wick-
ets between themselves in 
Chennai. The pair, first of  
their kind to bowl in tandem 
in an ODI for India - that’s 
across 43 years and 923 
matches - have caused their 

rivals quite a few problems 
and would be expected to 
play an important role here 
as well. In team news, the 
Aussies are likely too again 
miss the services of opener 
Aaron Finch who injured 
his calf  muscle during train-
ing in Chennai.

Hilton Cartwright, who 

made his debut in the first 
ODI, is expected to keep 
his place with Travis Head 
batting at number 4.

The hosts might give 
Ajinkya Rahane another 
chance to open the batting 
alongwith Rohit Sharma. 
Rahane failed in the first 
game managing just five 
runs from 15 deliveries.

At number 4, K.L. Ra-
hul could stake a claim after 
Manish Pandey failed to 
impress in the last tie scor-
ing a duck.

Rohit and Eden have a 
special relationship and the 
last time India won at the 
venue, Rohit shattered the 
ODI record books in 2014. 
The Mumbai batsman ham-
mered a world record 264 
against Sri Lanka and India 
went on to win by 153 runs.

Australia have a 100 per 
cent record, and fond mem-
ories at Eden. It was at the 
iconic ground that thery lift-
ed their their maiden World 
cup, thirty years back in 

1987. Back then, Alan Bor-
der’s side had beaten Eng-
land by seven runs in the 
final. The tourists’ turned 
out in their only other ODI 
game at the Eden in 2003, 
opposite India. Australia 
won by 37 runs.
Teams-
India: Virat Kohli (captain), 
Rohit Sharma, Lokesh Ra-
hul, Manish Pandey, Kedar 
Jadhav, Ajinkya Rahane, 
Mahendra Singh Dhoni 
(wk), Hardik Pandya, Ra-
vindra Jadeja, Kuldeep Ya-
dav, Yuzvendra Chahal, 
Jasprit Bumrah, Bhuvnesh-
war Kumar, Umesh Yadav, 
Mohammed Shami.
Australia: Steve Smith 
(captain), David Warner, 
Ashton Agar, Hilton Cart-
wright, Nathan Coulter-
Nile, Patrick Cummins, 
James Faulkner, Aaron 
Finch, Josh Hazlewood, 
Travis Head, Glenn Max-
well, Marcus Stoinis, Mat-
thew Wade (wk), Adam 
Zampa.

There will be 10 teams 
in the tournament includ-
ing defending champions 
Victoria, Northern Terri-
tory, South Australia, West-
ern Australia, New South 
Wales, Tasmania, Aus-
tralian Capital Territory, 
Queensland, New Zealand 
and India A Team. 

“Playing at the Austra-

lian Hockey League (AHL) 
will be a great exposure for 
the team as it is one of the 
most competitive league 
events played,” Hockey In-
dia (HI) High Performance 
Director David John said in 
a release.

“We hope the boys 
make the most of the oppor-
tunity they get while playing 

against some of  the best 
players from Australia.”

India have been placed 
in Pool B alongside West-
ern Australia, New South 
Wales, Northern Territory 
and Australian Central Ter-
ritory and will play their 
opening match of the tour-
nament against Western 
Australia on September 29.

New Delhi, Sep. 20 (PTI): Sports 
Minister Rajyavardhan Singh Ra-
thore on Wednesday said the Khe-
lo India initiative, which focussed 
on infrastructure development till 
now, will look to ensure all-round 
growth in its revamped form.

The government has approved 
Rs 1756 crore for a period of  
three years for the revamping of  
‘Khelo India’, launched by the 
ministry last year by merging 
three schemes -- Rajiv Gandhi 
Khel Abhiyan, Urban Sports In-
frastructure Scheme and National 
Sports Talent Search Programme.

“A holistic approach has to be 
taken and there will be a seam-
less network which will enable a 
pathway from schools to Olym-
pics,” Rathore, who recently 
took charge, said after a cabinet 
meeting.

“In the age group of  10 to 18, 

health end education will be mapped 
and schools will be graded. Sports 
facilities will also be mapped with geo-
graphical location. Sports and educa-
tion will be mixed.”

The programme aims to promote 20 
universities across the country as hubs 
of  sporting excellence, which would 
enable talented sportspersons to pursue 

Manchester (UK), Sep. 
20 (PTI/AFP): Jonny 
Bairstow said he was de-
lighted to have joined an 
“elusive club” after finally 
scoring his maiden one-
day international hundred 
as England beat West In-
dies by seven wickets in 
their series opener at Old 
Trafford.

B a i r s t ow  f i n i s h e d 
on exactly 100 not out, 
getting to three figures 
six years after playing a 
winning hand on debut 
against India in Cardiff.

That Tuesday’s match 
was just Bairstow’s 28th 
ODI is a reflection both of  
the difficulty he has had 
in establishing himself  
in the white-ball set-up 
and England’s uncertainty 
over how to best deploy 
the man now firmly es-
tablished as their Test 
wicket-keeper in the 50-
over game.

But having brought 
in Bairstow as an opener 
in place of  the struggling 
Jason Roy for their previ-
ous ODI, an eight- wicket 

Champions Trophy defeat 
by Pakistan in Cardiff  in 
June, a match where the 
Yorkshireman’s 43 was 
a rare highlight for the 
hosts, they retained him 
as a specialist batsman 
at the top of  the order on 
Tuesday, as Jos Buttler 
again kept wicket.

The selectors’ deci-
sion was rewarded by an 
expertly-paced innings 
from Bairstow, who en-
sured England made light 
work of  chasing down 
West Indies’ below-par 
total of  204 for nine in a 
match reduced to 42 overs 
per side by a wet outfield.

“I’m really pleased,” 
said Bairstow, who put on 
125 for the second wicket 
with Yorkshire colleague 
and England Test captain 
Joe Root (54).

“It seems a long time 
ago since I made my de-
but at Cardiff,” added 
the 27-year-old son of  the 
late former Yorkshire and 
England wicket-keeper 
David Bairstow.

“I’m delighted to have 

the dual pathway of  education 
and competitive sports.

Rathore  sa id  ver y  soon, 
sports-specific Mobile Apps, 
equipped with relevant informa-
tion, will be launched.

“The Apps will have tips for 
athletes and information of  In-
dian and international athletes.”

The winner of  the silver med-
al at the 2004 Athens Olympic 
Games said under the scheme, 
efforts will be made to upgrade 
and educate coaches at the com-
munity level.

Asked about the impending 
Sports Code and efforts to bring 
sports in the Concurrent list, Ra-
thore said he was taking a “step 
by step” approach. Responding 
to a query if  he was satisfied with 
the standard of  coaching in India, 
he remarked, “best is required, 
good is not enough.

scored my first one-day 
hundred for England.

“There aren’t many 
people who’ve done it 
-- and to join that elusive 
club is something, when 
you make your debut at 
Cardiff  against India, you 
want to do.

“So you’ve got to en-
joy it when you do.”

Jus t  over  a  month 

ago, Bairstow was dis-
missed for 99 during a 
Test against South Africa 
at Old Trafford.

Hungry
When he slipped going 
for a third run that saw 
him completed his 97-ball 
century on Tuesday there 
were, just briefly, fears 
he might once more be 
denied an international 

three-figure score at the 
Manchester ground.

“When  I  s l i pped 
coming back for  the 
third, I thought ‘Oh no, 
not again!’,” said Bair-
stow after England went 
1-0 up in this five-match 
series with more than 11 
overs left.

“But luckily enough, 
it was slippy enough on 
the boundary for him 
(the fielder) to slip too.”

Ben Stokes, in the 
middle when Bairstow 
made his maiden Test 
century, was also the 
Yorkshireman’s batting 
partner when he got to 
three figures on Tues-
day.

“He was in the mid-
dle when I made my first 
Test hundred, and he 
said ‘Don’t worry, I’m 
backing up for two on 
this one’,” added Bair-
stow. England white-ball 
captain Eoin Morgan 
praised Bairstow’s deter-
mination after being on 
the fringes of  the ODI 
side for so long.

“Being there at the 
end really epitomises 
how hungry he is and 
how much he wants to 
be part of  the playing 
XI,” said Morgan.

Defeat condemned 
two-time former cham-
pions West Indies to the 
indignity of  qualifying 
for the 2019 World Cup 
in England.

Once a promising 
opening stand of  45 be-
tween Chris Gayle and 
Evin Lewis ended, they 
found runs hard to come 
by.

“We fell away badly 
in the middle (of  the 
innings),” said West In-
dies batting coach Toby 
Radford.

“I thought England 
bowled well, their usual 
tactics with cross-seam 
into the pitch, and made 
life difficult.

“Then pressure built 
... so we fell probably 40 
or 60 runs short.”

The series contin-
ues at Trent Bridge on 
Thursday.

New Delhi, Sep. 20 (PTI): India rode on a stirring second half  
show to blank Palestine 3-0 in the AFC U-16 Championship 
2018 Qualifiers at the Halchowk Stadium in Kathmandu on 
Wednesday. Givson opened the scoreline from an impeccable 
free-kick in the 51st minute. It was followed by a strike from 
Bekey in the 72nd minute. The last nail in the coffin was put 
by skipper Vikram in the 79th minute.

India came very close to draw the first blood in the 8th 
minute but Bekey’s shot whizzed past the crossbar.

In the 25th minute, Givson, who was operating as a free- 
player at the middle, cut into from the middle but his cutting-
edge could have been dealt better by Ricky.

Perhaps the biggest moment of the first-half for India came 
in the 28th minute when Harpreet’s volley ricocheted off  the 
crossbar to leave the India dugout aghast. Gurkirat also tried 
his luck from 30-yards out but the Palestine goalkeeper collect-
ed it without any trouble. Changing over, Givson stunned the 
Palestine goalkeeper in the 51st minute when his right-footed 
free-kick found the target leaving him stranded at the other end.

Bekey converted the meticulous cross from Ricky to double 
the lead in the 72nd minute.

India took the match by the scruff  of the neck in the 79th 
minute when skipper Vikram blasted the net to make it 3- 0.

India next play Nepal at the same venue on September 22.
India U-16 Team: Lalbiakhlua Jongte (GK), Harpreet Singh, 
Shabas Ahammed Moothedath, Gurkirat Singh, Samir Ker-
ketta, Lalchhanhima Sailo, Ricky John Shabong, Givson 
Singh Moirangthem (51’), Bekey Oram (72’) (Harpreet 82’), 
Ravi Bahadur Rana (Lalrokima 53’), Vikram Pratap (C) (79’) 
(Ridge Melvin 85’).



Valentino Rossi underwent surgery for a double leg fracture on 
September 1.

Khalid Latif (L) and his lawyer leave the High Court in Lahore on April 
14, 2017. Pakistan cricket authorities have handed spot-fixing evi-
dence to opening batsmen Sharjeel Khan and Khalid Latif as a court 
rejected an appeal challenging the investigation.
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Captain Kenguruse Memorial Football tourney

Sindhu, Saina, Srikanth, 
Prannoy advance at Japan Open

Pakistan bans Latif for five years over spot-fixing

Malaysia, North Korea to play in Pyongyang

Naga FC and Vanguard 
FC in final showdown

Rossi poised for Aragon MotoGP 
- 24 days after breaking leg

6 Barcelona players undergo anti-doping test

Real Madrid's Benzema 
extends contract until 2021

Arayannee Gogoi of N. F. Railway won three Gold medals at the 
recently concluded Commonwealth Power lifting championship 
held in South Africa. Gogoi lifted 405 kg in the 63 kg category to 
secure the 3 Gold. She was also declared the over-all champion in 
her category.

Tokyo, Sep. 20 (IANS): 
Olympic badminton med-
allists P.V. Sindhu and 
Saina Nehwal, Kidambi 
Srikanth, H.S. Prannoy 
and the mixed doubles pair 
of  Satwiksairaj Rankireddy 
and Ashwini Ponappa ad-
vanced to the second round 
of  Japan Open Superseries 
here on Wednesday.

Sindhu battled past Jap-
anese Minatsu Mitani 12-
21, 21-15, 21-17 in an hour 
and three minutes to set-
up a second-round clash 
against reigning world 
champion Nozomi Oku-
hara of  Japan on Thursday.

Olympic medallists 
Sindhu and Okuhara share 
four wins apiece in career 
meetings and have recently 

developed an enthralling 
rivalry. While Okuhara 
got the better of  Sindhu at 
the World Championships 
final in August in Glasgow, 
the Hyderabadi hit back at 
the Korea Open in Seoul 
last weekend.

Another intr iguing 
duel on Thursday will be 
between London Olym-
pic bronze medallist Saina 
Nehwal and 2016 Olympic 
champion Carolina Marin 
of  Spain.  Saina leads 
the head-to-head record 
against the Spaniard by 4-3.

Saina on Wednesday 
moved past Thai Porn-
pawee Chochuwong 21-17, 
21-9 in 40 minutes, while 
two-time world champion 
Marin breezed past Chi-

nese Chen Xiaoxin 21-11, 
21-11. Eighth-seed Sri-
kanth fought off  China's 
Tian Houwei 21-15, 12-21, 
21-11 in an hour and four 
minutes. After this win, 
Srikanth, India's best bet in 
the men's singles category, 
will take on Chinese Hu 
Yun. Prannoy got the bet-
ter of  Denmark's Anders 
Antonsen 21-12, 21-14 in 
37 minutes. The Indian will 
face Chinese Taipei's Hsu 
Jen Hao for a place in the 
quarter-finals. 

Sameer Verma also 
moved into the second 
round as he registered a 21-
12 21-19 victory over Thai-
land's Khosit Phetpradab. 
Sameer will meet Shi Yuqi 
of  Japan on Thursday.

B. Sai Praneeth and 
Sourabh Verma, howev-
er, had to face defeats in 
the opening round. While 
Sourabh lost to five-time 
world champion Lin Dan 
of  China 21-11, 15-21, 13-
21, Praneeth went down 
23-21, 17-21, 14-21 to 
South Korean Lee Dong 
Keun. Meanwhile, young 
Satwik had a mixed day as 
he lost in the men's doubles 
and advanced in the mixed 
doubles.

Satwik-Ashwini pair 
staved off  Thailand's Tinn 
Isriyanet and Pacharapun 
Chochuwong with a 21-
17, 21-13 victory. The un-
seeded Indians will face 
a huge task of  defeating 
Indonesian fourth seeds 

Praveen Jordan and Debby 
Susanto on Thursday.

Satwik then partnered 
Chirag Shetty to lose to In-
donesian third seed Marcus 
Fernaldi Gideon and Kevin 
Sanjaya Sukamuljo 25-27, 
15-21 in 38 minutes.

Ashwini too lost in her 
doubles category. She and 
N. Sikki Reddy ran into 
South Korean third seeds 
Chang Ye Na and Lee So 
Hee and the latter prevailed 
21-17, 21-12 in 39 minutes.

The senior Indian pair 
of  Manu Attri and B. Su-
meeth Reddy also fell in 
the first round. The Indians 
lost to Chinese Taipei's 
eighth seeds Lee Jhe-Huei 
and Lee Yang 1 8 - 2 1 , 
15-21 in 31 minutes.

Lahore (Pakistan), Sep. 20 
(AFP): Pakistan cricket's 
anti-corruption tribunal 
Wednesday banned opener 
Khalid Latif  for five years 
and fined him one mil-
lion rupees ($9,489) over a 
spot-fixing case, the second 
casualty after teammate 
Sharjeel Khan was banned 
late last month.

"Latif  is banned for 
five years and fined one 
million rupees after the 
proceedings of  the case," 
the three-member tribunal 
announced.

The 31-year-old has 
played five one-day inter-
nationals and 13 T20Is, the 
last of  which was against 
the West Indies in Abu 
Dhabi in September 2016.

In August, Sharjeel was 
banned for five years, with 
two-and-a-half  years sus-
pended, for his role in the 
spot-fixing scandal.

Latif  had been charged 
with breaching six clauses, 
including the serious of-
fense of luring other players 
to take part in fixing.

The Pakistan Cricket 
Board (PCB) provisionally 
suspended Latif  and Shar-
jeel after they found evi-

Milan, Sep. 20 (AFP): 
Italian motorcycling ace 
Valent ino  Ross i  sa id 
Wednesday he will try 
to return to action at this 
weekend's Aragon Grand 
Prix in Spain just 24 days 
after suffering a double leg 
fracture. The 38-year-old 
completed 20 laps around 
the Misano circuit on 
Tuesday after Monday's 
first training session was 
cut short by rain.

"I managed to com-
plete 20 laps and find the 
answers which I had been 
looking for," the nine-time 
world champion said.

"Obviously at the end 
of  the test I had a bit of  
pain, but this morning 
(Wednesday) I went to Dr. 
(Raffaele) Pascarella for a 
medical check-up, and the 
result was positive.

"I have decided to leave 
for Aragon to try to ride 
the weekend. If  I am de-
clared fit to compete, I 
will have the real answer 
after the first free practice 
session."

He added: "See you in 
Aragon."

Our Correspondent
Kohima, Sep. 20 (EMN): 
Defending champions 
Naga FC will face Van-
guard FC in Thursday’s 
Captain Kenguruse Memo-
rial Football Tournament fi-
nal at Kohima local ground 
for the final showdown.

Naga FC are looking 
to secure a historic win to 
claim the trophy for the 
3rd consecutive time, while 
Vanguard FC will be seek-
ing their first major trophy 
in Kohima.

Former player of Rang-
dajied United F.C, Aizawl 
FC, Delhi United Foot-
ball Club, Khwetelhi Thopi 
says opponent are also a 
good team, but we are a 
stronger and I’m confident 
that Naga FC can lift the 
trophy again. Khwetelhi 
Thopi is the highest scorer 
of Naga FC with six goals 

in 4 matches.
While the captain and 

centre-forward Yhunshalo 
Kemp is the highest scorer 
for Vanguard with 8 goals 
in 4 matches. Unfortunately 
key player of Vanguard FC 
Sanyem Salym (defender) 
with two yellow cards in the 
semifinal match will not be 
able to play the final match 
due to suspension.

Defending champions 
Naga FC on their way to 
the finals defeated Nao-Mei 
FC 1-0 in the first match, 
beat Nerhema FC 3-2 in 
the second round, thrashed 
Tizit Tornadoes 4-0 in quar-
ters and booked their entry 
in the final by defeating 
Naga Terriers 2-1 in the 
semi-final.

While in form Vanguard 
FC side on their way to the 
final beat DGP Kohima 6-5 
through penalty shootout 

in the first match, eased 
into the quarters with their 
victory against Tuli United 
FC 4-1, blanked Friends 
United FC 9-0 in quarters 
and outclassed Green FC 
Zunheboto 5-2 in the semis.

This year’s champions 
will fetch a cash award of  
Rs. 1, 70,000/- along with 
trophy and citations, while 
the runners-up will receive 
Rs. 80,000/- along with 
trophy and citations. The 
two losing semi-finalists 
i.e. Green FC and Naga 
Terriers will each receive 
Rs 25,000/-, while various 
individual awards have also 
been arranged which will 
be announced during the 
closing ceremony.

Meanwhile, the organ-
isers also informed that 
match will start from 1 pm 
onwards at the Kohima lo-
cal ground.

Madrid, Sep. 20 (IANS): Real Madrid forward Karim 
Benzema has extended his contract to stay with La Liga's 
defending champions until 2021, the Spanish club an-
nounced on Wednesday.

Real Madrid confirmed the extension of the France for-
ward in a statement released on its official website, reports 
Efe news agency. 

"Real Madrid C.F. and Karim Benzema have agreed an 
extension to the player's contract, binding him to the club 
until June 30, 2021," the Spanish club said.

Real Madrid added that the 29-year-old Frenchman is 
to speak to media in the Santiago Bernabeu's press room 
on Thursday.

Benzema joined Real Madrid from Lyon in 2009 for 
some 35 million euros (about $42 million).
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Rossi underwent sur-
gery on September 1, a day 
after a crash in training, 
discharging himself  from 
hospital the following day.

His Yahama team said 
the veteran racer would un-
dergo more tests in Spain 
before competing. If  Rossi 
cannot compete his place 
should be taken by Dutch 
Superbike rider Michael 
van der Mark.

Rossi missed the San 

Marino Grand Prix but re-
mains fourth in the stand-
ings, 42 points behind 
world champion Marc 
Marquez of  Spain and 
Italy's Andrea Dovizioso 
with five rounds to go.

Rossi won the Dutch 
MotoGP in Assen in June 
to reignite his dream of  a 
10th world title with the 
final race of  the season 
which finishes on Novem-
ber 12 in Valencia.

Barcelona, Sep. 20 (IANS): Six players 
from the Spanish football club Barcelona 
on Wednesday underwent blood and urine 
anti-doping tests after training, the Catalan 
club reported.

The players who were subjected to the 
tests are Gerard Pique, Sergio Busquets, An-
drés Iniesta, Lionel Messi, Javier Mascher-
ano and Jordi Alba, reports Efe news agency.

The Spanish Agency for Health Pro-
tection in Sport (AEPSAD) assumed the 
responsibility to conduct such tests in 2013, 

replacing the National Sports Council 
(CSD) of the country.

Wednesday's training was a recovery 
session held in a later than usual, as Tues-
day's La Liga match against Eibar, which 
Barcelona won 6-1, ended close to midnight.

Barcelona coach Ernesto Valverde called 
all available first team players to the training 
session, along with Jokin Ezkieta, Marc Cu-
curella, Vitinho, Ruiz de Galarreta, Carles 
Aleña, Jose Arnaiz and Choco Lozano from 
Barcelona B.

Kuala Lumpur, Sep. 20 
(AFP):  An Asian Cup 
qualifying match between 
Malaysia and North Korea 
that was delayed by a row 
over the murder of  Kim 
Jong-Un's half-brother will 
be played in Pyongyang, 
officials said Wednesday.

The Asian Football 
Confederation (AFC) had 
already confirmed that the 
match, originally sched-
uled for March, would 
finally go ahead on Oc-
tober 5 after twice being 
postponed.  But the venue 
had not been finalised 

amid concerns about play-
er safety. However AFC 
secretary-general Windsor 
John told AFP it would 
take place in the North 
Korean capital after of-
ficials judged that recent 
matches in Pyongyang 
went smoothly.

"At this moment, it 
will go ahead on October 
5 in Pyongyang as decided 
by the AFC competitions 
committee," he said.

The match, originally 
scheduled for March 28, 
was postponed during a 
furious diplomatic row 

over the murder of  Kim 
Jong-Nam, half-brother of  
the North Korean leader 
Kim Jong-Un, in Malaysia 
in February.  The killing 
sparked a diplomatic cri-
sis which saw both coun-
tries banning each other's 
citizens from leaving, and 
withdrawing their ambas-
sadors.  Tensions have 
since cooled. South Korea 
accuses the North of  mas-
terminding the murder, 
which was carried out us-
ing a towel soaked with 
nerve agent at Kuala Lum-
pur International Airport.

The president of  the 
Football Association of  
Malaysia, Tunku Ismail 
Sultan Ibrahim, raised 
concerns earlier this year 
about players being delib-
erately poisoned if  their 
qualifier went ahead in 
Pyongyang. 

However Tunku Ismail 
on Tuesday met Kim Yu-
Song, a North Korean 
envoy in Malaysia. 

They discussed the 
safety of  players and team 
officials, according to a 
statement on Facebook, 
accompanied by a picture 

of  the men smiling and 
shaking hands.

It also said that Tunku 
Ismail -- the crown prince 
of  the southern state of  
Johor -- would be allowed 
to travel directly through 
North Korea's airspace 
anytime he wants to visit 
the nuclear-armed nation.

"It is the highest hon-
our as any other world 
leader will need to stop by 
in Beijing beforehand," it 
said. Two women accused 
of  the murder of  Kim 
Jong-Nam will go on trial 
in Malaysia on October 2.

dence of spot-fixing during 
a Pakistan Super League 
(PSL) match between Is-
lamabad United and Pe-
shawar Zalmi in Dubai in 
February. The board said 
Sharjeel and Latif  met an 
alleged bookie and struck 
a deal. Based on the plan, 
Sharjeel -- an aggressive 
batsman who scores quick-
ly -- agreed to play two dot 
balls after the first over in 
the match.

Although Latif  did not 

play in that game, he was 
later charged with luring 
Sharjeel into the deal and 
not reporting the matter to 
the PCB anti-corruption 
unit. Spot-fixing involves 
bets on the outcome of  a 
particular passage of  play, 
unlike match-fixing in 
which there is an attempt 
to prearrange the result of  
the match.

Both players were sus-
pended provisionally at the 
time and withdrawn from 

the PSL. The minimum 
punishment for the charges 
which Latif  faced was a 
six-month suspension with 
a maximum of a life ban.

Under the PCB code 
players can appeal rulings 
before an independent arbi-
trator within 14 days of the 
decision.

Four other players -- Mo-
hammad Irfan, Shahzaib 
Hasan, Nasir Jamshed and 
Mohammad Nawaz -- were 
also included in the investi-
gation on multiple charges.

Irfan and Nawaz ad-
mitted not reporting the 
bookie's offer. Irfan was 
banned for one year with 
six months suspended and 
fined one million rupees. 
Nawaz was banned for 
two months, with one sus-
pended, and fined 200,0000 
rupees. Both are now free to 
play, while the cases against 
Hasan and Jamshed are 
continuing.

Latif's lawyer Badre 
Alam repeatedly raised 
objections during the pro-
ceedings, and also filed a 
petition in the Lahore high 
court against the tribunal. 
But the pleas were rejected 
by the court. Alam, who 

like Latif  did not attend the 
announcement, rejected the 
verdict.

"The short decision 
proves that the tribunal is 
not impartial," Alam told 
media. "They had made up 
their mind to punish Latif. 
We will decide our plans 
only after the detailed judge-
ment comes."

Unfulfilled promise
Latif  had shown tremen-
dous promise at an early 
age but has failed to make 
an impact at international 
level.

Having made his first 
class debut at 15, he led 
Pakistan to victory at the 
Junior World Cup in Ban-
gladesh in 2004.

But once drafted to the 
Pakistan side for a one-day 
match against Zimbabwe 
in 2008, Latif  could not 
cement his place on the 
national team.

Last year he appeared to 
have become a regular play-
er in the Twenty20 squad, 
having scored a rapid 59 
not out against England last 
year. But the latest punishe-
ment looks set to all but end 
a career which had only 
briefly taken off.


