
Chief Minister TR Zeliang speaking at an event to observe World Bamboo Day at Dimapur on Monday.
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Zeliang suggests scientific approach 
to exploit vast ‘backyard resource’

Now, Medziphema 
GBs object to aadhaar-
ration card link 

Some Rohingyas are linked to terrorists, govt. to SC

Emlo-To public announces 
indefinite road blockade 

Fin. dept. denies ‘double drawal’ 

Governor raps govt. on corruption

NSF serves ultimatum to chief minister 

2-day off for ‘government Hindi teachers’ 

W o r l d  B a m b o o  D a y  o b s e r v e d  i n  D i m a p u r 
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Staff Reporter 
Dimapur, Sep. 18 (EMN): 
Chief  Minister TR Zeliang 
on Monday stressed on the 
need to “re-orient our ap-
proach” to bamboo and ex-
plore means to ‘scientifical-
ly exploit’ its vast reserve in 
the Northeast states. 

“Our outlook on bam-
boo and its uses still remain 
largely traditional, local-
ised and unorganised. We 
therefore need to re-orient 
our approach especially 
in the light of  the fact that 
our region is home to al-
most 60% of  the country’s 
bamboo reserves,” he said 
while addressing the World 
Bamboo Day celebration 
at Nagaland Bamboo Re-
search Centre (NBRC), 
Dimapur. 

This year, the North-
east states have converged 
at NBRC, Dimapur to ob-
serve the event together. 

“With availability of  
raw materials just by our 
backyard, if  scientifically 
exploited with required 
back-up support, I am con-
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fident that it will not only 
provide gainful employ-
ment to many but will also 
go a long way in giving us 
the much needed boost to 
the economy of  the region.

“For all these to come 
to fruition, we will have to 
continue to look forward 
to the ministry of  DoNER 

and the NEC for providing 
us the required technical, 
financial and proactive (in-
terventional) support,” the 
chief  minister shared. 

Nagaland, he said, have 
made ‘laudable strides in 
the development of  bam-
boo as a resource’ since be-
coming the first state in the 

country to adopt a bamboo 
policy way back in 2004. 
“Yet the fact still remains 
that much more needs to 
be done.”

Some of  those ‘needs’, 
he pointed out, include 
studying bamboo species 
and identifying its appro-
priate uses; rationalisa-

tion of  the huge existing 
technological gaps and 
adaptation of  appropriate 
technology for processing 
the unique Indian bamboo; 
providing market linkage, 
ensuring steady and reli-
able supply of  raw materi-
als; and pooling in of  ideas 
and experiences, including 
participation by foreign, 
Indian and other institu-
tional donors and experts. 

“Another important 
area is that of  process-
ing of  harvested bamboo. 
The government of  India, 
through the ministry of  
Agriculture, Forest and 
Tribal Affairs and by in-
volving other international 
agencies can play a key 
role as part of  programme 
convergence.

“Adoption of  the con-
cept of  cluster formation 
at the village level with fis-
cal support by way of  pro-
viding financial incentives 
or supplying improved 
machineries could be 
thought of  here,” Zeliang 
suggested.

He was also grateful to 
the DoNER ministry for 
deciding to upgrade the 
Nagaland Bamboo De-
velopment Agency as Re-
gional Bamboo Research 
Centre (RBRC), and 
congratulated it for ‘suc-
cessfully charting out the 
roadmap for the formation’ 
of  North East Bamboo De-
velopment Council. 

“The most challenging 
task for the newly chris-
tened RBRC would be in 
meeting the demands for 
providing expert advice 
and guidance on all mat-
ters relating to bamboo 
development, envisioning 
development of  cane and 
bamboo, research and con-
ception of  innovative and 
tangible action plans and 
making NBRC truly a cen-
tre of  excellence,” the chief  
minister observed. 

Naveen Verma, Sec-
retary DoNER, was the 
guest of  honour during the 
event. Two technical ses-
sions followed the inaugu-
ral event.

Dimapur, Sep. 18 (EMN): 
The gaon burras of  Medz-
iphema town has joined 
their Dimapur counter-
parts in asking the state 
government to ‘consider 
the practical difficulties’ 
faced by members of  the 
public who have been 
asked to link their aadhaar 
with ration cards. 

A press release from 
the Medziphema Town 
GB Union on Monday 
stated that aadhaar card is 
not ‘instantly obtainable’. 
“Moreover, to produce the 
required documents such 
as PRC/ST/indigenous 
certificates and applicant 
has to go back to his/her 

hometown/native village 
which is time consuming. 

“Even after completing 
all formalities, an applicant 
has to wait for some days 
or even months for the aad-
haar card to be generated. 
The GB Union is also of  
the opinion that if  Naga-
land government can with-
hold/postpone the munici-
pal elections on the ground 
that it violates Article 371 
(A) of  the Indian Constitu-
tion; it should also do away 
with the requirement of  
aadhaar for the same rea-
sons. Further discussion 
and suggestions in this re-
gard would be welcomed,” 
it stated.

Dimapur, Sep. 18 (EMN): 
Another community or-
ganisation has announced 
an indefinite blockade to 
protest the state govern-
ment’s “lackadaisical atti-
tude” towards people’s call 
to repair the ‘deplorable 
roads’. 

On Monday, the 
Emlo-To Public Organi-
sation (EPO), in Atoizu 
under Zunheboto district, 
informed that it would 
impose a ‘complete re-
striction of  vehicular 
movement indefinitely’ 
in the stretch of  road be-
tween Pukhobokita to Kit-
sakita, via Atoizu. 

It had submitted a 
representation to the state 
government seeking ‘im-
mediate maintenance’ of  
said road on August 31 
last, a press release from 
the EPO informed. “How-
ever, no positive steps or 
response has been initiated 
by the concern department 
(sic) even though the stipu-
lated 15 days given time 
has been expired.”

It informed that the 
blockade will start from 
September 26 next. “The 
EPO appeal to the entire 
public for cooperation and 
bear with the inconven-
iences during the bandh.”  

Dimapur, Sep. 18 (EMN): Alleging 
“some hidden agendas”, the president of  
the Dimapur division of  Naga Peoples’ 
Front (NPF) has dismissed an advertise-
ment calling for a consultative meeting of  
NPF published in some local newspapers 
on September 17 last as “a silly publicity 
stunt” intended to mislead. 

“I am appalled to see the advertise-
ment that appeared on certain local dai-
lies on 17 September about Naga Peoples 
Front NPF consultative meeting 2017 
scheduled on 20 September 2017 at Di-
mapur published by Dimapur Division. 
The advertisement of  the so-called con-
sultative meet 2017 is misleading, a silly 

publicity stunt published with some hid-
den agendas because of  the fact that the 
advertisement carries my photo and two 
other individuals,” read a press release 
from the president of  NPF Dimapur divi-
sion.

“The truth of  the matter is it was 
published without my knowledge and 
consent and therefore I postpone the con-
sultative meeting indefinitely till further 
notice. More over I am compelled to post-
pone the consultative meeting in order 
to comply with the Guwahati high court 
order and at the same time, to avoid any 
unwanted situations since it clash with 
the party general convention.” 

Dimapur, Sep. 18 (EMN): Following al-
legations that the state government had 
indulged in withdrawing money on two 
separate occasions for the same project, 
the department of  Finance on Monday 
stated that there were “no such double 
drawal as alleged.”

In a press statement, the department 
informed: “As per records of  Finance 
department, an amount of  Rs. 1002.50 
lakh was received from the government 
of  India during March. Based on the pro-
posal received in Finance department, this 

amount was released during July 2016. 
A similar amount was received in March 
2017 as 2nd instalment for the same 
works, and the same was released to the 
department during May 2017.

“There is, therefore, no such double 
drawal as alleged. The amounts released 
were based on actual receipts from the 
government of  India. The above releases 
were made under the centrally sponsored 
scheme - “grants under proviso to Article 
275(1)” under the ministry of  Tribal Af-
fairs, government of  India.”

Our Correspondent
Kohima, Sep. 18 (EMN): Gover-
nor PB Acharya today candidly 
said corruption is the biggest dis-
ease that is afflicting the state of  
Nagaland.

Addressing a press conference 
at the Raj Bhavan, the governor ex-
pressed his concern on reports of  
corruption cases in the state while 
observing there is a dormant energy 
in its citizens and a trust deficiency 
amongst political leaders. He said 
the time has come for all the civil 
societies and political parties to pre-
pare for the outcome of  the (Indo-
Naga) peace process. 

Asserting that ‘peace is coming’, 
Acharya said, along with peace, de-
velopment will come. However, he 
maintained that this development 
of  Nagaland will not come from 
others but through the Nagas them-
selves. Towards this, he appealed to 
the ‘Christian leaders’ of  the state 
to rise to the occasion.

The governor also expressed 
his dismay over learning about the 
double drawal of  fund for a single 
project regarding construction of  
hostels for scheduled tribe boys and 
girls across the state, which was re-
cently highlighted by a public rights 
awareness group. He told reporters 
that he has already written to the 
Chief  Minister TR Zeliang regard-
ing this matter, to immediately take 
action and punish the culprits. 

He also informed that he had 
on earlier occasion also wrote to 
the chief  minister on the issue of  
corruption including the multi-
crore Income Tax department case 
against a state police consultant and 
retired ASP MKR Pillai.

On the issue of  the removal of  
“unconstitutional” posts of  parlia-
mentary secretaries and advisors be-
ing pushed by the Nagaland Tribes 
Council (NTC), while he feels 

that the Supreme Court judgment 
should be taken into account, the 
governor said the matter was cur-
rently in the Gauhati High Court 
and he would only act on the judg-
ment of  the court as he had during 
the recent change in leadership. He 
said that he was in constant consul-
tation with the Advocate General 
and that he had also written to the 
chief  minister regarding the matter.

60 MLAs, 2 MPs asked to pro-
duce report on SAGY
Governor PB Acharya has also 
asked the 60 MLAs of  the Naga-
land Assembly and the MPs of  Lok 
Sabha and Rajya Sabha to bring out 
their report cards on the Sansad 
Adarsh Gram Yojana (SAGY), un-
der which the elected members are 
supposed to adopt at least one vil-
lage for development including so-
cial and cultural development and 
spread motivation among the peo-
ple on social mobilization of  the 
village community. The programme 
was launched by Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi in 2014.

Governor stated that he had ap-
pealed to all the 60 MLAs and two 
MPs to implement the Yojana on 
several occasions, however, till to-
day, he had only heard about Lok 
Sabha MP Neiphiu Rio adopting 
one village under Dimapur and an-
other in Mon district. 

Towards this, he “politely re-
quests” the MLAs and MPs to bring 
out a report on the villages they 
have adopted and the subsequent 
development that has been done in 
those villages during their tenure as 
elected representatives.

When asked about his view 
on the current stalemate between 
former chief  minister Dr. Shürhoze-
lie Liezietsu and incumbent chief  
minister TR Zeliang and MP Rio, 
Acharya said it was an internal 

party matter and he has nothing to 
comment on. 

Meanwhile, the governor em-
phasized on utilizing dormant ener-
gies to monitor the implementation 
of  all the central and state projects 
and schemes. 

Elaborating that there are nu-
merous grievances from the public 
regarding proper implementation 
of  programmes, he said there is 
much potential in student leaders, 
university students, ex-servicemen, 
Red Cross and Bharat Scouts and 
Guides personnel to act as ambas-
sadors of  social service and ensure 
that every welfare project is reach-
ing the targeted beneficiaries.

 He also informed about getting 
instructions from the Home Minis-
ter Rajnath Singh about conducting 
Swachhta Hi Sewa, a cleanliness 
campaign from September 15 to 
October 2 as a target to be achieved 
by Mahatma Gandhi’s 150th birth 
anniversary which is in 2019. 

He said a nationwide mass mo-
bilization drive to accelerate ODF 
progress in villages will also be 
launched as part of  the campaign 
towards reaching the spirit of  ‘jan 
andolan’.

The governor also informed 
about a student exchange pro-
gramme through which, a group of  
8 girl students of  Kohima College 
Kohima recenty visited Mumbai 
from September 9-16th. 

The visiting team, hosted by 
Sathaye College under Mumbai 
University, was stated to have un-
dergone a mix of  workshops in-
cluding soft skills and field visits. 
A letter from the college stated that 
while the visit was an exposure to 
the Kohima team, Sathaye Col-
lege also gained much from the 
exchange programme including 
knowledge about Nagaland, its peo-
ple and rich culture.

Staff Reporter
Dimapur, Sep. 18 (EMN): 
One of  the accused per-
sons in the Kohima taxi 
driver murder case has 
died in police custody. 

Thirty-one year old, 
Daniel Yimchunger, one 
of  the three persons ar-
rested by Kohima police 
in connection with the 
murder passed away at 
District Hospital, Di-
mapur around 8 pm Mon-
day. 

A doctor from the 
hospital said that he was 
brought in “having breath-
ing problems and vomit-
ing” from Central Jail, 
Dimapur around 5.30 pm. 
it was reported that the ac-
cused persons were trans-
ferred to Central Jail, Di-
mapur in the aftermath of  
a mob storming a police 
station in Kohima. 

Jail authorities could 
not be contacted for fur-
ther details.

Kohima, Sep. 18 (EMN): 
Calling the attention of  
Chief  Minister TR Zeliang 
on the ‘absorption’ of  an 
assistant director into the 
Women Resource Devel-
opment (WRD) depart-
ment from the Nagaland 
Board of  School Education 
(NBSE), the Naga Stu-
dents’ Federation (NSF) 
has sought for immediate 

Dimapur, Sep. 18 (EMN): The department of  School Education has granted mass 
leave to all the ‘government Hindi teachers’ on September 20 and the 21st ‘to enable 
them to attend the state level Hindi diwas celebration’ scheduled at Longleng town. 
This was informed through a notification from the principal director of  School Edu-
cation on Monday.

New Delhi, Sep. 18 (IANS): The Cen-
tre on Monday told the Supreme Court 
not to interfere in the Rohingya issue as 
the move to deport them was a policy 
decision in the country's larger interests 
and that some of  them were linked to 
Pakistani spy agency ISI and terrorist 
groups.

The Centre told the top court that 
the Rohingya matter was not justicea-
ble and when there existed a fair proce-
dure prescribed by law for deportation, 
it should be left to "the Central govern-
ment to exercise its essential executive 

function by way of  a policy decision in 
the larger interest of  the country".

The Centre told the bench of  Chief  
Justice Dipak Misra, Justice A.M. 
Khanwilkar and Justice D.Y. Chandra-
chud that many Rohingyas "figure in 
the suspected sinister designs of  ISI/
ISIS and other extremist groups who 
want to achieve their ulterior motives in 
India including that of  flaring up com-
munal and sectarian violence in sensi-
tive areas of  the country".

Referring to the "illegal and anti-
national activities" of  some Rohingyas, 

the Centre in its affidavit alleged that 
they were engaged in mobilizing funds 
through hawala channels and human 
trafficking.

"The continued stay of  Rohingyas 
in India apart from being absolutely 
illegal is found to be having national 
security ramification and has seri-
ous security threats," the Centre said. 
Thousands of  Rohingyas have poured 
into Bangladesh -- and some into India 
-- after fleeing a military offensive in 
Myanmar's Rakhine state.

The Centre filed the affidavit in re-

sponse to a petition by Mohammad Sal-
imullah and another Rohingya refugee 
challenging the move to deport them 
back to Myanmar, where they claim 
they will face certain death or torture.

Pointing that the influx of  Ro-
hingya refugees from Myanmar started 
in 2012-13, the Centre said there was an 
organised "influx of  illegal immigrants 
from Myanmar through agents and 
touts" facilitating their entry into India 
through West Bengal, Tripura and As-
sam. Adjourning the hearing, the court 
asked the petitioner and others to file 

their rejoinder to the Centre's stand be-
fore the next date of  hearing. Asserting 
that the presence of  Rohingyas in India 
would be a drain on the resources of  
the country and would affect the rights 
of  the people, the Centre on Monday 
pointed out that some of  the Rohingyas 
had contacts with Pakistan-based terror 
outfits.

It said that due to the large influx 
of  illegal immigrants from neighbour-
ing countries, the demographic profile 
of  the some of  the bordering states had 
undergone a serious change.

redress. In an ultimatum 
served to the chief  minis-
ter, NSF stated that despite 
repeated appeal through 
the chief  secretary’s office, 
the cabinet meeting held 
on September 11 last had 
‘illicitly approved’ absorp-
tion of  one post of  assist-
ant director to WRD from 
the NBSE. 

It further pointed out 
that the appointment of  the 
officer who was serving as 
assistant academic officer 
has violated the govern-
ment notification of  May 
6, 2015 which clearly states 
that 'the appointment of  
the officer as assistant di-
rector to Women Resource 
Development department 

is purely on deputation 
basis and shall be reverted 
back to his parent depart-
ment on expiry of  two 
years term period without 
any notice and that, the of-
ficer shall have no right to 
claim seniority nor absorp-
tion.'

The NSF has asked 
the chief  minister to im-
mediately redress the mat-
ter to prevent such ‘illegal 
precedent’ in future. It also 
demanded the cabinet to 
nullify the office memo-
randum for ‘approval of  
the cabinet meeting agenda 
No. 9’ within 10 days. Fail-
ure to do so would force 
the NSF to resort to its own 
course of  action, it warned.
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(Inset) Vikhoto Richa addressing the gathering. Students performing a cultural dance.

Zakienei Khoubve addressing the gathering.

NCS probationers and Dr. Hovithal Sothu along with Institute of Public Administration, Shimla officials.

NRBPS observes Hindi Diwas

Governor, CM and others 
condole with Apon’s family

MPC mournsNPF expels two

NPF Dimapur condoles with Tsükrü

NCS probationers on personality development tour

KMC directs shopkeepers
The Kohima Municipal Council (KMC) Administrator, 
Kethosituo in a notification, stated that despite 
several notifications issued, some shopkeepers are 
still stocking their products/goods on the footpath 
which has been causing undue inconveniences to 
the pedestrians. In this regard, the administrator 
has directed all shopkeepers to stop such practice 
immediately. He further notified that if any 
shopkeeper is found violating the notice during 
inspection, their goods shall be seized without any 
further notice and penalized as per the provision of 
the Nagaland Municipal Act 2001.

CCEM, Chakhesang  
legislators joint meet
The Chakhesang Clean Election Movement (CCEM) 
and Chakhesang Legislators, both present and 
former members will be holding a joint meeting 
on September 23, 9 a.m. at CBCC Mission Centre, T 
Chikri, Pfütsero. All the concerned members have 
been requested to attend the meeting positively. 

ANHTU Wokha office  
bearers election
All Nagaland Hindi Tecahers’ Union (ANHTU), Wokha 
unit, President T Yanroshan Lotha, has informed all 
the Hindi teachers serving under Wokha district, 
that the union will be organising a picnic cum 
election of new office bearers on Sep. 23, 10 a.m. 
at Hammok Resort, New Wokha village. He also 
informed that transportation will be arranged by 
the union. All the members are requested to gather 
at NST Wokha by 8:30 a.m. For further information 
one may contact; 9612745370/7005362122.

Disaster risk-reduction 
programme at Pfütsero
Phek District Farmers’ Union (PDFU) President, 
Khazi Lea has informed all the concerned that there 
shall be a seminar on “Disaster risk reduction” 
on Sep. 27 and 28th at the Touridst Complex, 
Pfütsero town. The programme is being sponsored 
and organised by the Nagaland State Disaster 
Management Authority, Home Department in 
Collaboration with the PDFU. All VCCs, chairman 
of VFU, Town Municipal Council and Town 
Adhoc Committee under Phek district have been 
requested to send two progressive farmers from 
respective village/town for the seminar. For 
further necessary information one may contact-
Meluri A/C (8974590961 & 9862327780), Phek 
A/C (9436071251 & 8731891705 or 9862544790), 
Chozouba A/C (873105333880 & 9612711229), 
Pfutsero A/C (9862808017 & 9436815046), and 
Chizami A/CNo (8974323254).

ANHTU to observe Hindi Diwas
The All Nagaland Hindi Teachers’ Union will be 
observing the 24th State Level Hindi Diwas, 
organized by ANHTU Longleng unit on Sep. 21, 
9:30 a.m. at Bautung Govt. Higher Secondary 
School Longleng. Parliamentary Secretary of Land 
Resources Development and Excise Chairman DPDB 
Longleng, B.S. Nganlang Phom will be gracing the 
event as chief guest. All ANHTU unit presidents are 
requested to organize maximum members from 
each respective unit to attend the programme.

ACIF Nagaland unit meeting
ACIF Nagaland unit meeting has convened a meeting 
on Sep. 30, 10 a.m. at its office, Dimapur. ACIF Media 
Cell has informed that members failing to attend 
the meeting will be served explanation call and 
necessary action will be taken as per findings.

Lost and found 
The Sovima Village Youth Organisation (SVYO) has 
found an unattended Bajaj Pulsar 150CC (blue 
colour) bearing Reg. No. AS 09D9599, Engine No. 
DHZCFF20671 and Chasis No. MD2A11CZ7F45361 
on the night of Sep. 17 at Sovima village. Rightful 
owner may claim the same with proper documents 
before Sep. 30. One may contact president 
at 9856247309 or information secretary at 
8413075226.

NEWS IN BRIEF

Dimapur, Sep. 18 (EMN): 
The Sao Chang College, 
Tuensang organied its 43rd 
Cultural Day, under the 
theme “Cultural Mosaic”on 
Monday, Sep. 18 at the Col-
lege Auditorium.

Extra Assistant Com-
missioner (EAC), Tuen-

sang, Vikhoto Richa, who 
graced the event as chief  
guest, said culture is a way 
of  living that teaches us to 
understand what is right 
or wrong in one’s conduct. 
Traditional norms and cus-
toms are the pillar of  any 
society, because it gives 

a sense of  belonging and 
also helps to maintain one’s 
identity, he said. 

Stat ing that  Nagas 
have rich cultural herit-
age and customs which 
it also taught to possess 
values like honesty, sim-
plicity, hospitality, respect 

for elders and dignity of  
labour, he lamented that 
“we hardly put to use all 
these values in our day to 
day life, and now, with the 
passage of  time those val-
ues are diminishing from 
our society.” 

Therefore, he urged 

that it is high time to pro-
tect and preserve the rich 
valued culture so that “we 
do not lose our identity in 
the face of  the world.” 

Richa also encouraged 
the students to adopt work 
culture because the present 
generation is facing a huge 
problem of unemployment. 
To overcome unemploy-
ment problem, she insisted 
that students must cultivate 
the habit of  hard work to 
sustain in this competitive 
society. 

Principal of  the col-
lege, Chubasangla, in her 
short speech exhorted the 
students to be well-versed 
about one’s culture and its 
origin. She said that every 
cultural item has it rich 
significance and are also 
unique in its own ways. 
She said that our forefa-
ther were so intelligent and 
creative in designing and 
signifying various cultural 
items. Students have also 
been encouraged to learn 
and valued even other com-
munity’s cultural impor-
tance for promoting peace 
and harmonious society.

Folk dance, cock fight 
competition, and tradi-
tional attire displayed were 
the highlight of  the pro-
gramme.

Dimapur, Sep. 18 (EMN): 
The Governor PB Ach-
arya has expressed grief  
at the demise of  Veyikha 
Ghaponza, who passed 
away on Sep.18. Governor 
said Ghaponza was elected 
as the first member from 
the Rengma community to 
the Nagaland Legislative 
Assembly.

In a condolence mes-
sage the governor de-
scribed Ghaponza as a 
prominent social worker 
and a great human being 
who had dedicated his 
life for the welfare of  the 
people of  Nagaland. 

Acharya expressed that 
his contributions, sacrifices 
and service to the people 
for the development of  the 
state will be remembered 
by all.  

Further, the governor 
conveyed heartfelt condo-
lences to family members 
of  the deceased and pray 
that the departed soul rest 
in peace. 
Chief  Minister: Chief  
Minister TR Zeliang has 
mourned the demise of   

Veyikha Apon, the first 
Rengma MLA elected in 
the year 1964 from Tsem-
inyu Constituency. 

“Regarded as a fatherly 
figure among the Rengma 
Nagas, his legacy and ex-
emplary life shall continue 
to be a guiding star for 
the Nagas in general,” a 
condolence message con-
veyed.

During this difficult 
moment of  pain and grief, 
Zeliang extended his con-
dolences and pray that 
Almighty God grant peace 
and solace to the bereaved 
family members and eter-
nal peace to the departed 
soul.
Dr. Liezietsu: President 
of  NPF and MLA, Dr. 
Shurhozelie Liezietsu is 
grieved at the demise of  
Viyekha Apon, ex-MLA, 
on Monday afternoon.

“The f irst  Member 
of  the Nagaland Legisla-
tive Assembly from the 
Rengma Naga tribe, he 
played a crucial role in 
the formative years of  Na-
galand State. At a time 
when Naga movement for 
self-determination was at 
its height and emotions 
against the Union of  India 
was at the worst, it took 
sheer grit and determina-
tion to even contemplate 
on contesting in the elec-
tions held under the Con-
stitution of  India. He was 

one of  the few Naga lead-
ers who took the decision 
that before a final resolu-
tion of  the Naga political 
problem was arrived at 
with the Government of  
India, it would be better 
to work side by side to 
improve the living condi-
tions of  his people and he 
represented his tribe in the 
first Legislative Assembly 
of  the state,” Dr. Liezietsu 
stated.

The president also add-
ed that he was one of  the 
first Naga regionalists who 
contested successfully on 
the party ticket of  Demo-
cratic Party and all his 
life he remained steadfast 
behind the principles of  
regional politics. 

Dr.  L iez ie t su  a l so 
expressed that he had a 
privileged to be associated 
with him throughout his 
political career and found 
him to be whole-heartedly 
dedicated to the cause of  
the Naga people. 

At this hour of  grief  
and sorrow, Dr. Liezietsu 
on behalf  of  all the rank 
and file of  the NPF con-
veyed condolences to the 
family members and pray 
to the Almighty to grant 
them solace and comfort 
and also the departed soul 
to rest in eternal peace.
Levi: Parliamentary Sec-
retary of  PWD (Hous-
ing), Levi Rengma has ex-
pressed heartfelt sympathy 
over the demise of  Viyekha 
Apon, ex-MLA.

Levi said Apon was the 
first elected Member of  
Nagaland Legislative As-
sembly from 12 Tseminyu 
Assembly Constituency 
in the year 1964. He was 
a man with one of  the 
rare untainted leadership 
quality and servant of  so-
ciety, with a commend-
able degree of  political 
maturity and knowledge in 
the issues of  the Rengmas 
and Nagas in general. In a 
condolence message, Levi 
expressed that his unparal-
lel personality and charis-
matic leadership quality 
will continue to live on and 
guide us.

“I and my family con-
vey our heartfelt sympathy 
to the bereaved family as 
you endure this loss. Yet 
we must not grieve without 
hope, for we all wait for 
that day of  great rejoicing 
when all of  God’s Chil-
dren will gather together 
and inherit the joys of  
heaven.

May his soul rest in 
peace,” the message con-
veyed.
EX-PAN: The Nagaland 
Ex-Parliamentarian As-
sociation (EX-PAN) is 
deeply saddened at the 
passing away of  Viyekha 
Rengma. 

He was the first elected 
MLA from 12th Tseminyu 
AC of  Rengma tribe in 
1964 under the Nagaland 
Democratic Party (NDP). 
His life was a life of  serv-
ice, compassion and work-
ing tirelessly for his people, 
the condolence message 
stated.

At this time of  grief, the 
EX-PAN offered prayers to 
the bereaved family and 
the departed soul to rest 
in peace.
DRSU:  The Dimapur 
Rengma Students’ Union 
(DRSU) is saddened and 
pained by the demise of  
a ‘fatherly figure’ Viyekha 
Apon Rengma, the first 
Rengma MLA hail ing 
from Tsonsa village under 
Tseminyu.

In a condolence mes-
sage, the union conveyed 
that the younger genera-
tion will remember him 
as a pioneer and a true 
regionalist and added that 
his contributions and com-
mitment towards change 
will not go in vain.

The DRSU conveyed 
heartfelt condolence to the 
bereaved family members 
and pray for solace and 
peace.
KPU: The Kandi Pub-
lic Union (KPU) has ex-
pressed heartfelt condo-
lences over the demise of  
Veyikha Apon, the first 
elected Member of  Naga-
land Legislative Assem-
bly (MLA) from Rengma 
Community in 1964.

KPU described him 
as a man of  principle and 
never compromised justice, 
a friend of  both young and 
old whose simplicity and 
selfless service attracted 
everyone’s heart.

In his death, the KPU 
expressed that the Kandi 
and Rengmas as whole 
have lost a great leader 
while the vacuum created 
will be difficult to fill.

The KPU conveyed 
condolences to Mrs. Shu-
mu Apon and children 
and also offered prayer 
that Almighty God grants 
them peace at this hour 
of  grief  and sorrow and 
eternal rest to departed 
leader.

Dimapur, Sep. 18 (EMN): The President of  
the Naga People’s Front (NPF), Dr. Shurhoze-
lie Liezietsu has expelled the President of  
NPF, 5th Ghaspani II Assembly Constitu-
ency, Kedokhoto Seyie and President of  NPF, 
Youth Wing, 5th Ghaspani II A/C, Visakholie 
Kuotsu, from both primary and active mem-
bership of  the party with immediate effect for 
anti-party activities. 

A press release from NPF Media & Press 
Bureau stated that in an expulsion order, the 
activities of  the two have been termed as “to-
tally against the party” which have “adverse 
effect and a direct challenge to the party” and 
that their activities have affected “the smooth 
functioning of  the 5th Ghaspani II AC office 
and the NPF party.”

Dimapur, Sep. 18 (EMN): 
The Nagaland Peoples’ 
Front (NPF) Dimapur divi-
sion has expressed shock 
at the untimely demise of  
Zaku Tsükrü, on Sunday 
morning. 

The division attributed 

the yeomen contributions of  
Tsükrü for the Naga people 
through various organisa-
tion and Naga movement, 
who has also served as the 
president of  NSF in the 
early 1970’s and APO. In his 
political career, he remained 

a staunch regionalist till he 
breathed his last, the condo-
lence message added. 

In his demise, the divi-
sion expressed that it was 
not only a loss to his com-
munity but also for the Naga 
people.

Khoubve said. 
He also said Hindi is 

on the way to be an in-
ternational language as 
people from Fiji, Suri-
nam, Mauritius, South 
Africa, Qatar, Thailand 
and many countries of  the 
world come to learn and 
study Hindi in India, due 
to high status of  Hindi. 
That is how it is stretching 
its leg in the international 
platform, he added.

Khoubve maintained 
that Hindi is not a language 

related only to a particular 
region, religion or commu-
nity, it is official national 
language for every Indian, 
due to its nature the early 
propagator of  Hindi were 
from non-Hindi speaking 
background like Mahatma 
Gandi, Shubhash chandra 
Bose, Balgangadhar Tilak 
and others. 

After handing over 
prizes to the winners of  
different programmes, the 
chief  guest exhorted the 
students’ community. 

Dimapur, Sep. 18 (EMN): 
The twelve NCS proba-
tioners of  2015 batch start-
ed their ‘Bharat Darshan’ 
on the Sep. 6 led by their 
Course Coordinator, Dr. 
Hovithal Sothu. 

From Sep. 8 and 9th, 
the team visited Himachal 
Institute of  Public Admin-
istration, Shimla, where 
the probationers were giv-
en classes on good prac-
tices. The topics included 
opportunities and chal-

lenges in administration of  
Himachal Pradesh vis-a-vis 
Nagaland and best prac-
tices in organic farming in 
Himachal Pradesh by SN 
J oshi, IAS; best practices 
in providing citizen cen-
tric services in Himachal 
Pradesh by Additional 
Chief  Secretary (Train-
ing), Himachal Pradesh, 
Arvind Mehta; best prac-
tices in power, revenue, 
finance and health sectors 
in Himachal Pradesh. In 

addition, natures walk to 
Shimla Water Catchment 
area and field visit to im-
portant places in Shimla. 
The Director of  HIPA also 
addressed the probation-
ers.

From Sep. 11 to 15th, 
the officer trainees attended 
a programme on personali-
ty development at the Insti-
tute of  Secretariat Training 
and Management (ISTM), 
New Delhi. The topics in-
cluded interpersonal skills, 

emotional intelligence, self  
development and personal-
ity development, conflict 
management, leadership 
skills and stress manage-
ment. The resource per-
sons for the programme 
were Rajesh Course Direc-
tor, K Agrawal, Praveen 
Prakesh Ambashta, K.H. 
Sivaramakrishnan, Agam 
Aggarwal, Sanjay Kumar 
Sharma, Smita Gupta and 
Brig. Sekhar Visvaathan.

The probationers also 

had a field visits to South 
Delhi Municipal office, 
where they interacted on 
the working system of  the 
municipalities in the metros 
with the engineers, medical 
officers and education spe-
cialists from South Delhi 
Municipal Authority.  

The team also visited 
Saket District Court, Del-
hi where state of  the art 
facilities in modern day 
judiciary along with video 
conferencing facilities used 
to reduce cost and security 
arrangements of  accused 
to be taken to the court, 
special arrangements for 
the minors and one sided 
glass arrangements for the 
victims under threat were 
highlighted. The officers 
were briefed by the addi-
tional chief  magistrate of  
Saket District Court.

The officers were also 
taken to visit the parlia-
ment houses,  the Lok 
Sabha, Rajya Sabha and 
the Central Hall. A senior 
officer of  the Speaker’s 
Secretariat addressed the 
trainee officers.  A guided 
tour was organised by the 
ISTM.

The valedictory func-
tion was held on Sep. 15 
with Joint Director ISTM, 
New Delhi, Vadali Ramba-
bu as the guest of  honour. 
Words of  gratitude were 
expressed to the ISTM 
by Dr. Hovithal Sothu, 
while participatory cer-
tificates were given away 
by the guest of  honour 
along with Kevekha Kevin 
Zehol, NCS, Additional 
Director (Admn.). Zehol 
also thanked the ISTM 
and also placed on record 
the valuable contribution 
of  ISTM, Delhi to ATI, 
Kohima in the form of  
deputing resource persons 
for various trainings in 
ATI, Kohima, and for the 
support extended during 
the visit of  the 2015 batch 
of  the NCS to the ISTM, 
New Delhi.

The next leg of  their 
learning tour is in Admin-
istrative Training Institute, 
Mysore and Kerala Insti-
tute of  Local Administra-
tion (KILA), Thrissur on 
project planning, prepara-
tion and monitoring and 
local self  government re-
spectively.

Dimapur, Sep. 18 (EMN): 
Nagaland Rashtrabhasha 
Prachar Samiti (NRBPS) 
Uchchatar  Vidyalaya, 
Kohima observed Hindi 
Diwas on Sep. 15 at its au-
ditorium with Hindi Lan-
guage Officer, DSE Ko-
hima, Zakienei Khoubve 
as chief  guest.

Addressing the gather-
ing, Khoubve said NRBPS 
is propagating Hindi for 
the last 15 years. He men-
tioned that in Nagaland 
the first Hindi Diwas was 
celebrated in 1994 by the 
Hindi Teachers Union 
at Baptist High Kohima, 
since then different organi-
zation celebrate ‘Hindi 
Pakhwara’ throughout the 
state along with the coun-
try.  

On Sep. 14, 1949 Hindi 
and Nagari Lipi was given 
the status of  Rajbhasha 
and Rashtrlipi. Since then 
every year September 14 
to 21st, Hindi Diwas is ob-
served as Hindi Pakheara 
(week), he said.

“In the name of  Hindi 
Diwas we come together 
to make it more impor-
tant therefore, we need 
to understand the impor-
tance of  Hindi and dedi-
cate ourselves for its pro-
motion and propagation” 

Dimapur, Sep. 18 (EMN):  The 
Mokokchung Press Club (MPC) 
has expressed deepest condolences 
to Moasashi Jamir, senior journalist 
attached with Nagaland Post and a 
member of  Mokokchung Press Club, 
at the sad passing of  his mother Lima-
kumla, on Sep. 18 at Mokokchung 
after prolong illness at the age of  72 
years.  

At this hour of  grief  and bereave-
ment, the MPC shares sorrow with 
their colleague. 

The MPC offered prayer to Al-
mighty God to grant solace, strength 
to the bereaved family at this moment 
of  grief.
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Leaders of the Liezietsu-led NPF seen here after the general meeting at Mokokchung on Monday, Sep. 18.

Leaders of the ANCSU seen here in meeting with Governor PB Acharya in Kohima. 

Members of community organisations in Wokha seen here with doctors on duty at the district hospital.

Women leaders and organisers of the NCRC’s all-tribe NCRC women’s prayer and ‘Word retreat’ pose for a photograph. The prayer 
event was conducted on Sep. 16 at Niathu Resort in Chumukedima.

STATE

CRIME BEAT: Extortionists, and 
stabbed UG, among week’s catch

Liezietsu-led NPF meet with workers in Mokokchung

ANCSU appeals for early disbursal of scholarship

Wokha community groups call on district hospital

NCRC women meet for prayers and Bible study

Police issue public notice for  
second-hand vehicle purchase 
Dimapur, Sep. 18 (EMN): The 
establishment of  the Dimapur 
police has issued a notice list-
ing out regulations for sellers 
and buyers to comply with. The 
Dimapur police’s PRO issued a 
press release on Monday. 

‘A large number of  people 
sell and purchase second-hand 
vehicles including motorcycles, 
scooters and cars in Dimapur 
through dealers engaged in this 
profession,’ the press release 
from the police’s PRO establish-
ment stated.
Incomplete information 

The police stated to have 
‘noticed’ that second-hand vehi-
cles are commonly sold without 
filling all the columns especially 
the date of  transaction of  Form 
No. 29 and Form No. 30 (Part-I 
& II) thus resulting in transfer of  
vehicles to the purchaser before 
the actual transfer of  the vehicle 
in the records of  Transport Au-
thority. 

“This is to circumvent the 
requirement of  section 50 of  the 
Motor Vehicle Act-1988, that the 
fact of  transfer of  vehicle should 
be reported to the Transport Au-
thority within 14 days for within 
State and 45 days for inter-state 
transfer,” the police stated.
Second-hand vehicles and crime 

Further, stolen vehicle in-
volved in crime are sold to pur-
chasers through dealers / agents 

of  second-hand vehicles. 
“Such second hands vehicles 

are likely to be used for commis-
sion of  various type of  crime like 
robbery etc. and may be used 
even in terrorist activity,” the 
press release stated. 

Further, the police stated that 
records of  seller and purchaser 
are not kept by the dealers or 
agents engaged in the business 
of  facilitating sale or purchase of  
second-hand vehicle. This makes 
it difficult for the investigation 
agencies to identify the criminals 
in involved in such crimes, the 
police stated.

‘It is rendered imperative 
to put regulatory check on the 
vehicles dealers who deal in sale 
and purchase of  second-hand 
vehicles so that the anti social 
elements may not use them to 
sell the stolen vehicles through 
them and it is felt that immediate 
action is necessary in this regard,’ 
the notice stated.
Order to buyer and seller 

Exercising powers conferred 
upon the authorities by Sec. 149 
Cr.P.C, the police have issued this 
order: All such vehicle dealers 
who deal in the sale or purchase 
of  second-hand vehicles includ-
ing motorcycles, scooters and 
cars in the jurisdiction of  the 
Dimapur district must
(a)  Maintain a register of  sell-

ers and purchasers of  all the 

transaction of  second-hand 
vehicles

(b)  Ensure that Form 29, Form 
30 and the delivery letter are 
duly filled with clear mention 
of  the date of  transaction

(c) Affix photographs of  the 
seller and purchaser on the 
register

(d) Keep copies of  identification 
documents like election card, 
ration card, PAN card, Driv-
ing license etc. as well as cop-
ies of  Form 29, Form 30 Part 
(I & II) and Delivery Letter 
for access by the police as and 
when required

(e) Inform the nearby police sta-
tion if  the seller or buyer is 
found suspicious
“Any person dealing in busi-

ness of  sale and purchase of  
second hand vehicles as dealer or 
agent who contravenes this order 
shall be liable to be punished in 
accordance with the provision of  
section 188 of  the IPC and other 
relevant/appropriate section of  
law,” the police stated.

“As the notice cannot be 
served individually on all con-
cerned, the order is hereby passed 
ex-parte. It shall be published for 
the information of  the public 
through Press and by affixing 
copies on the notice boards of  the 
offices of  all DCPs, Addl. DCPs, 
Addl. DCPs, ACPs, all police 
stations.”

Dimapur, Sep. 18 (EMN): The Di-
mapur have reported an underground 
activist who was stabbed besides sev-
eral other underground workers who 
have been detained for extortion-
related activities in the commercial 
centre in the recent past.  

The Dimapur police issued a 
press release offering updates in a 
press release on Monday.  
Extortionist-related cases 

On Sep. 9 two persons identi-
fied to be a Tovito Kiba, 23-year old 
man from Ghoshito in Zunheboto 
district; Bishu Debbarma of  Namtoli 
in Agartala  of  Tripura were stabbed 
by unknown miscreants at Bamun 
Pukhuri, the police stated. 

‘The victim Tovito Kiba report-
edly an NSCN (R) cadre was griev-
ously injured in the abdomen and 
was admitted to Zion Hospital while 
the other victim Bishu Debbarma, 
an auto driver received injuries in his 
chest and was admitted to civil hospi-
tal, Dimapur. The incident happened 
when the two persons had gone to 
the colony to collect yearly tax in the 
name of  NSCN (R). A suo motto 
case has been registered and investi-
gation is on,’ the police stated.

On Sep. 10 East police station 
personnel apprehended one person 
Kayes Ahmed, a 27-year old man. 
He was apprehended for selling il-
legal pre-activated SIM cards from 
the Blue Hill area in Dimapur, the 
police informed. The police seized 
16 pre-activated SIM cards, the press 
release stated.

Further the police stated that on 
Sep. 13 personnel of  the Dimapur 
police’s anti extortion team (AET) 
apprehended one person namely 
Inavi Zhimo, a 21-year old man from 
Chisholi under PS Ghatashi of  Zun-
heboto, while he was collecting “tax” 

from business establishments in the 
name of  NSCN (U). The police 
seized Rs.1760 from his possession, 
the press release stated. The police 
added here too, that investigation 
was on.

On Sep. 13 9th NAP (IR) person-
nel conducting MVCP at Neisatou 
colony in Dimapur stopped a white 
Maruti Gypsy that was without reg-
istration number. The police found a 
7.65 pistol in which was a magazine 
with five live rounds, from the pos-
session of  a SS ‘Rajupeyu’ Vikato 
Aye of  the NSCN (I-M), the police 
stated. The person was arrested, and 
a complaint registered with the west 
police station and “investigation is 
on.” 

On Sep. 13 one person was appre-
hended by the residents of  Darogap-
athar village while he was demanding 
illegal “tax” from the business estab-
lishments of  that area in the name of  
an underground faction, the police 
stated. The press release did not 
specify which group. ‘The  accused 
namely SS Lieut NNC Kughavi 
Assumi (35 yrs) S/o. LT. Kivikhu 
Assumi, V/o. Mishilimi, PS- Pugh-
oboto, Dist- Zbto, P/Add- Chekiye 
Village Dimapur was handed over to 
the police along with the FIR. Case is 
registered at DPR PS and investiga-
tion is on,’ the police stated.

On Sep. 15 the Anti Extortion 
Team of  zone-II apprehended one 
SS ‘Rajapeyu’ of  the NSCN (IM) 
called Toluvi Zhimo, a 34-year old 
man presently residing at  Padum 
Pukhuri block-3, while extorting 
money from a business establishment 
at Dhobinalla in the name of  NSCN 
(IM), the police stated. A sum of  Rs. 
390 was seized from his possession 
and a case has been registered against 
him and “further investigation is on,” 

the police stated. 
On Sep. 15 personnel of  the 

Crime Branch PHQ apprehended 
one person namely Samuel Yim-
chunger, a 34-year old man from 
Sotokur in Tuensang and found in 
his possession a .22 pistol with two 
live rounds from the Blue Hill station 
area, the police stated.
Auto rickshaw recovered 

In connection with FIR lodged 
where one Autorickshaw Bearing 
Reg No. NL07F 5672 was stolen 
from NIDC Complex (Industrial 
Estate), Dimapur on 03/9/2017 at 
about 2130 hrs, Dimapur Police ar-
rested one person Namely Khamto 
Khiam S/o. Polong Khiam, V/o. 
Chipur (Tsg) and recovered the 
stolen auto from his possession. Ac-
cordingly, case is registered at West 
PS and investigation is on.
Women rescued 

On Sep. 16, eight women were 
rescued by the police during the 
raid by women police at two hotels 
namely Natraj Luxury Inn and 
Travellers Inn at New market. The 
press release stated that three persons 
were arrested in this connection. 
The press release identified them as 
Azekur Ali, a 22-year old man from 
Upekaonda in Nagaon of  Assam; his 
present address was mentioned to be 
Dhobinallah in Dimapur; Robikul 
Islam from Daopara in Assam; his 
present address was stated to be New 
Market in Dimapur; and Nivas Das, 
a 35-year old man from Tarapur in 
Tripura; his present address was 
mentioned to be New Market in 
Dimapur. 

‘A case has been registered under 
various sections of  Prevention Im-
moral Trafficking Act and further 
investigation is on,’ the press release 
added.

Our Correspondent
Mokokchung, Sep. 18 (EMN): 
Leader of  the Liezietsu-led 
NPF legislature party Kuzholu-
zo Nienu has declared ‘I don’t 
see this government (TR Ze-
liang government) going be-
yond October 2017,’ during a 
meeting of the Naga Peoples’ 
Front (NPF) in Mokokchung.

The supporters of  former 
Chief Minister Dr. Shurhozelie 
Liezietsu, led by NPF Mokok-
chung division President 
Moasangba  Jamir held a gen-
eral meeting and a swearing-in 
ceremony of new constituency 
office bearers with legislator 
Yitachu at the Mokokchung 
town hall on Monday.

Nienu stated that “Whip 
case will come to an end in 
October and all the 36 MLAs 
will be disqualified.” He said 
that within this month itself  
the division beach of the Gu-
wahati High Court will give its 
verdict on the ‘parliamentary 

secretary and advisor case’ too. 
He alleged that the present 
government is being ‘haunted 
by the Pillai’s case, PDS scam, 
and oil adulteration issue.’ In 
this connection, the MLA said, 
“Without NPF they have no 
future.”

Nienu also said that there 
were ‘rumors’ that a solution to 
the Naga political problem was 
coming ahead of the election. 
If  so, the party should ‘wel-
come the solution if  it is based 
on inclusiveness.’ Nonetheless, 
he said that the party will go 
in with full preparations for 
the forthcoming 2018 general 
elections.  

In this regard, he urged 
that party’s workers to ‘start 
looking for best / winning can-
didates’ and ‘young dynamic 
candidates’ so that the govern-
ment can be ‘strong, efficient 
and cleaner’ that would ‘give 
transparency and account-
ability to the Naga people.’ 

He has appealed to the party’s 
workers to be the ‘first to bring 
out women candidates, who 
has the potential to be MLAs 
and ministers in the next gov-
ernment.’

Also, legislator Yitachu 
slammed the TR Zeliang-led 
government saying, “The 
present government is like tak-
ing artificial oxygen in ICU. 
The present government is 
surviving on corruption.” He 
said that the appointment of  
the whip was ‘party work’ but 
wondered that in Nagaland 
the whip is appointed by the 
legislators. 

In this regard, he an-
nounced, “…..if  the Speaker 
doesn’t release orders (dis-
qualification of  MLAs) then 
NPF might call for dharna at 
Secretariat from October 3.”

“Disqualification is inevi-
table they cannot be saved by 
the speaker, governor, and the 
court. They can be saved only 

through the mercy and forgive-
ness of the NPF party worker,” 
Yitachu asserted. He alleged 
that the general convention 
called by other group was ‘il-
legal.’  “The political imbroglio 
is not within the NPF party but 
it is a deeply rooted conspiracy 
in our faith,” he said.

Some of  the resolutions 
adopted during the meeting: 
The NPF of  Mokokchung 
has called out to the ‘misled 
and misguided friends’ of the 
division to ‘mend their way 
and come back home to the 
rightful owners of  the NPF 
party led by Dr. Shurhozelie 
Liezietsu, NPF president’; the 
division has resolved to send 
‘honourable’ candidates to the 
people of the district as ‘lead-
ers’ in the forthcoming general 
elections.

The NPF unit also stands 
with the leadership of  Dr. 
Shurhozelie Liezietsu and 
Kuzholuzo Nienu.
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We express our heartfelt gratitude 

to all those who shared our grief 
and pain at the most unfortunate 

demise of late Kaikho Adaphro whose 
mortal remains was laid to rest on 16th 
September, 2017. We are deeply touched 
and humbled by your love and solidarity, 
the prayer support and the physical, 

helplessness and great loss which will be 
ever cherished by us.

While it may not be possible to convey 
our profound feelings to each and everyone, 
it is our prayer that God may bless you all 
abundantly. 
Through this acknowledgement, we convey 
our particular gratefulness to the followings :- 

~ Loving husband, daughter, parents and family members

1. Mao Council
2. Mao Women’s Welfare Association
3. Mao Students’ Union 
4. National Socialist Council of Nagalim 

& the Government of the People’s 
Republic of Nagalim  

5. Mr Losii Dikho, Hon’ble Minister, 
Government of Manipur 

6. Members of the Steering Committee, 
Kilonsers, Dy. Kilonsers, Tatars, Leacy, 

7. Shepoumaramth Region
 8. Maram Thangal Region 
9. Mao National Workers 
10. Mao Bazaar Union 
11. Song Song Anganwadi Union
12. Mr Thisow Kriina, Hon’ble ADC 

Member 
13. Mr R. Ashihrii, Hon’ble ADC Member 
14. Mr M. Thohrii, Ex-Minister, Manipur 
15. Mr N, Kaikho, Jt. Director, Tribal 

Development, Govt. of Manipur 
16. Chowainamei Khullen Village 

Authority
17. Kaibi Village Authority
18. Chowainamei Khunou Village Authority 
19. Punanamei Village Authority 
20. Song Song Village Authority
21. Kaibi Baptist Church, MBCA
22. Staff of Little Nazareth Residential 

School, Mao Gate 
23. Song Song Baptist Church, MBCA 
24. Managing Director & Staff of In-Touch 

Health Science Centre, Mao gate

Born on 11th February, 1966 | Died on 15th September, 2017 
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important sources for the 
students’ community to 
reach our academic needs 
in many aspects,’ the or-
ganisation explained.

According to the press 
release, the meeting was 
attended by the director of  

Higher Education and OSD 
for Scholarship Higher Edu-
cation. Governor PB Ach-
arya had ‘concern about the 
students’ community’ and 
said to address the issue on 
priority ‘so that the students 
are benefitted on time.’

As assured by the de-
partment during the meet-
ing,  the  ANCSU has 
appealed to the Higher 
Education department to 
take necessary steps and 
disburse the scholarship 
within ten days.

Dimapur, Sep. 18 (EMN): 
Members of  the Lotha 
Hoho, Lotha Eloe Hoho, 
Lotha Students’ Union, 

and the Wokha unit of  the 
ACAUT and chairmen as-
sociation a “surprise visit” 
to the district hospital, 

Motsuo Memorial Hospi-
tal on Sep. 18 today.

Interacting with the 
s taf fs  on duty,  i t  was 

Dimapur, Sep. 18 (EMN):  The 
NCRC’s Women Elders’ Ministry 
held for the first time an all-tribe 
NCRC women’s prayer and ‘Word 
retreat’ on Sep. 16 at Niathu Resort 
in Chumukedima.

The retreat, which was meant 
for 100 participants, was attend-
ed by 120 participants from 20 
churches all over Nagaland, a press 
release from the organisers stated 
on Monday.

The resource persons for the re-
treat were Nini Sekhose, pastor of  
Garden Mission CRC.  She spoke 
on the theme of the event ‘Stepping 
into such a time as this.’ She said 
that Jesus came to the world at a 

time when the Talmudic laws had 
reduced the position of  women 
in the Jewish society to almost 
nothing. 

“Women were not even al-
lowed to be witnesses in a court of  
law because they were considered 
natural liars! At such a time Jesus 
came and stood up for the weak 
and the helpless, irrespective of  
gender.  He empowered women 
through his actions and his speech. 
He looked around and did not see 
gender. He only saw people,” the 
press release quoted her as having 
stated. 

Mary Magdalene was the first 
evangelist and was only incidental 

and nothing to do with her gender, 
only her heart, she said. ‘The head-
ship of  the man should be used to 
empower, just as Jesus used his 
headship to empower his bride, 
he empowered her and made her 
glorious and radiant. He gave his 
life for her. Leadership / headship 
is given to empower, not to with-
hold,’ the speaker said.

Anungla Aier, former president 
of  the Ao CRC Women’s Associa-
tion spoke on the topic “In touch 
with the times.”  She said that with 
the advent of  Christianity in Na-
galand, old mindsets have to give 
place to the new. 

“Laws and practices which 

Dimapur, Sep. 18 (EMN):  
The All Nagaland College 
Students’ Union (ANCSU) 
had a meeting with the 
governor of  Nagaland and 
officials of  the directorate 
of  Higher Education at 
the Raj Bhavan in Kohima 
recently. The meeting con-
cerned with the delay in 
post-matric scholarship for 
Scheduled Tribe students 
of  Nagaland for the year 
2016-17.

The ANCSU issued a 
press release on Monday. 

‘The ANCSU is dis-
mayed over the delay of  
the post-matric scholar-
ship scholarship, which is 
hampering the students’ 
community at large. Schol-
arship is one of  the most 

learned that one gynae-
cologist was working at 
the district hospital. The 
organizations stated the 
need for additional doc-
tors. The leaders of  the 
groups have demanded 
from the authorities an 
additional gynaecologist 
for the district to fill for 
in the current practitioner 
in times of  their absence 
besides emergency.

The doctors on duty 
were also requested to car-
ry out their duties respon-
sibly for the welfare of  the 
people. They were also 
requested to make use of  
the hospital’s ‘machiner-
ies including ambulance 
for better accessibility and 
mobility.’

were passed down verbally and 
which are detrimental to women, 
have to be reviewed. It is time to 
pour new wine into new bottles. 
God did a lot to redeem mankind, 
may the Bible be read with a re-
deeming mindset, a mindset that 
is inclusive and not exclusive,” 
Aier said.

Dr. Nighatoli Kiho, women 
pastor of  the Sumi CRC in Kohi-
ma spoke about ‘women in church 
ministry,” and how it needs to be 
more inclusive. “Prejudices against 
women in traditional priesthood 
roles should be done away with as 
today we live in a time when every 
believer is a king and a priest before 
God in accordance with the origi-
nal desire of  God. The original 
desire of  God for mankind to stand 
before Him as Kings and Priests 
has been restored in the New Testa-
ment,” the speaker said. 

“There is no gender bar for 
this role. She expounded upon the 
verses considered to be problem-
atic and rightly balanced them. De-
nominational leaders should not 
hesitate in licensing and ordaining 
women in full time ministry. The 
existing gender bias on this issue 
should be removed. Bible verses 
should be used to open and not to 
close doors,” she said, according to 
the press release. 

The organisers have thanked 
all the participants and contribu-
tors and donors who contributed 
to the event.
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Centre to urge SC to modify order on Chakma-Hajong refugees: Rijiju

Manipur observes 
World Bamboo Day

Ten persons drown in 
Assam as boat capsizes

KLF terrorist held; 
camp destroyed in KA

NF Railways organises 
Swachhta Hi Sewa programme 

ABVP demands to follow J.M Lyngdoh 
Committee norms for upcoming election 

Karbi Anglong organisation holds assembly on peace talk 

Two day exhibition and seminar 
on ‘New India’ organised

Look within to tell your stories: 
Bhardwaj to directors from NE

JFA expresses concern at Cambodia anti-media crackdown 

district family welfare committees

Itanagar, Sep. 18 (PTI): Union 
minister Kiren Rijiju has said the 
Centre will urge the Supreme Court 
to modify its order of  granting 
citizenship to Chakma-Hajong 
refugees so that rights of  indigenous 
people of  Arunachal Pradesh are not 
diluted.

“There is no decision of  the 
Government of  India to grant 
citizenship. It is the order of  the 
Supreme Court. We are trying to 
tell the honourable Supreme Court 
that giving Chakmas and Hajongs 
the same rights as Arunachali is not 
acceptable to us.

“People of  Arunachal must 
appreciate that for the first time that 
the Government of  India has not 
agreed.... So we are appealing to the 
apex court to modify this order... to 
ensure that rights of  the indigenous 
people of  Arunachal Pradesh are 
protected,” the minister of  state 

for home affairs told reporters at 
Naharlagun helipad yesterday.

His remarks come days after he 
stated that a “middle ground” would 
be chosen so that the 2015 Supreme 
Court order to grant citizenship to 
Chakma-Hajong refugees can be 
honoured and the rights of  the local 
population are not diluted.

I think about my people. I value 
human rights and constitutional 
norms, but everything will  be 
meaningful to me if  all rights of  our 
people are protected,” the minister 
said yesterday.

R i j i j u  s a i d  t h a t  t h e  s t a t e 
government should identify and evict 
all illegal occupants and wondered 
how they could encroach upon large 
areas, including national parks.

He said that the population of  
Chakma and Hajong refugees rose 
to over 64,000, when originally 2,748 
families comprising 14,888 people 

were settled between 1964 to 1969 in 
Bordumsa-Diyun areas in Changlang 
district and Kokila area of  Papum 
Pare district.

“We were not in the government 
then. I am now protecting the interest 
of  Arunachal Pradesh because all 
the damage had been done. I don’t 
want further damage to be done”, he 
has said.

On September 13, Rjiju had said 
that “the Supreme Court order has to 
be honoured. Chakmas are settled in 
Arunachal Pradesh since 1964. But 
ST status and indigenous people’s 
rights won’t be diluted.” 

The Chakma-Hajong refugee 
issue has evoked strong resentment in 
the state with many organisations and 
political parties saying that granting 
of  citizenship to the refugees would 
distort the social fabric of  the state.

Chakmas and Hajongs were 
originally residents of  the Chittagong 

Hill Tracts in erstwhile East Pakistan 
who left their homeland when it was 
submerged by the Kaptai dam project 
in the 1960s.

Rijiju, however, wondered how 
the message has gone that it is the 
Centre’s decision to grant citizenship 
to Chakmas and Hajong.

The minister also asked why 
governments in Arunachal were 
unable to check the illegal entries of  
Chakma and Hajongs since 1964.

He said that the BJP government 
in the state should start the process 
to evict the illegal encroachers. The 
previous government had failed to 
do it.

The Union minister said that 
state Chief  Minister Pema Khandu 
had already given a commitment that 
proper enumeration would be done so 
that they (Chakma-Hajong) cannot 
encroach upon land in Arunachal 
Pradesh and the rights of  the people.

T h e  A r u n a c h a l  P r a d e s h 
government has moved the Election 
Commission requesting it to delete 
the names of  refugees from the voters’ 
list, he said.

Rijiju said that if  they (Chakma-
Hajong) want to come to the state 
they should come as any other 
Indian or foreigners with ILP/RAP 
but they cannot enjoy the status of  
Arunachalees.

On Tibetan Refugee Rehabilitation 
Policy, the Union minister said that 
it was not a new policy but simply 
a renewal of  the original policy 
adopted by the previous Congress 
regime at the centre.

There is nothing to debate as the 
policy which was adopted in 1959 
was only renewed. The refugees are 
entitled to basic needs like water, 
education and healthcare, he said.

He has said that the Supreme 
Court in 2015 had directed the Centre 

as well as the state government to 
grant citizenship to Chakmas and 
Hajongs within three months.

The All Arunachal Pradesh 
Students Union (AAPSU) has 
declared a state-wide dawn-to-dusk 
bandh tomorrow opposing the 
“Centre’s decision to grant citizenship 
to the Chakmas and Hajongs in the 
state”.

Rijiju said that previous central 
governments settled Chakma and 
Hajong in the state through the NEFA 
administration and maintained that 
“they deserve to be citizens of  the 
state which I had opposed tooth and 
nail”.

The central  gover nment  is 
trying to find a workable solution 
by proposing that the refugees will 
not be given rights, including land 
ownership, enjoyed by Scheduled 
Tribes in Arunachal Pradesh, an 
official had said.

Our Correspondent
Imphal, Sep. 18 (EMN): The World Bamboo Day was 
held in Manipur on Monday to give awareness about 
the uses of bamboo and its product to keep a healthy 
environment and also to give employment opportunities 
in the bamboo sectors to our artisans.

The day’s gala event begins with a bamboo run by 
school children in the morning followed by various forms 
of awareness programs based on this wonderful woody 
grass  under the theme E3=Environment,Energy and 
Employment, at Singjamei Community Hall, Imphal.
The programme was attended by Manipur assembly 
Speaker Yumnam Khemchand Singh and other officials.

Apart from opening of 5-Day Exhibition on Bmboo 
& Cane and Allied Crafts, a Painting Competition for 
Class I-IV and Class V-VIII on Bamboo for Environment, 
Energy & Employment will also been held on Sep. 19. It 
will be followed by symposium cum lecture on bamboo 
- its product and relation with environment, bamboo 
plantation, fashion show on bamboo and bamboo 
construction (sustainability).

The Day is being celebrated in the state as a part 
of the celebrations across the Globe on this special day 
after the day was celebrated for the first time at Prachan 
Buri in Thailand in 2009.Of the 57 varieties of bamboo 
in India, 44 are found in the North East while Manipur 
Forest department has identified 35 species including 12 
industrial bamboo varieties in Manipur.

Goalpara, Sep. 18 (PTI): 
Ten persons drowned when 
four  boats  caps ized in 
Sabon river during a severe 
storm in Assam’s Goalpara 
district, a senior district 
administration official said 
today.

About 50 people from the 
district in four small boats 
were returning home after 
witnessing a local boat race 
in Sabon river when their 
boats capsized during the 
storm at Joriabeel yesterday 
evening, said Additional 
De puty  Commiss ioner 

(ADC) Nur Hussain.
The  bodies  o f  n ine 

persons were recovered 
yesterday night while one 
body was recovered today, 
Hussain said.

As locals claimed that 
some people were s t i l l 
missing, the ADC said, 
SDRF rescue teams have 
rushed to the area and 
were conducting search 
operations.

Ex-gratia grant will be 
paid to the next of  kin of  the 
deceased as per rules, the 
ADC informed.

Guwahati, Sep. 18 (PTI):  A terrorist of  the banned 
Kuki Liberation Front (KLF) has been apprehended with 
arms and the insurgent outfit’s camp destroyed by a joint 
team of Army and Assam Police in East Karbi Anglong 
District, said a defence release here today.

Based on specific actionable intelligence on the 
presence of  a top terrorist of  KLF yesterday, a joint 
operation with Assam Police was launched by Army 
troops of the Red Horn Division under the Gajraj Corps 
at Sukhanjan village in the district.

“The operation was based on sound military planning 
and seamless coordination with the Assam Police and it 
yielded results, contact was established and the hiding 
KLF cadre was apprehended,” the release said.

The terrorist has been identified as Lummilen Bey, the 
publicity secretary of KLF who was wanted in a number 
of cases, it said. A foreign make pistol and ammunition 
was recovered from his possession, the release said. 
Further interrogation revealed that a camp was located 
in the vicinity of  Mulhoi village which was used as a 
hideout.Immediately, the Army troops along with Assam 
Police launched an operation and traced the abandoned 
camp from where a country made Rifle, ration provisions 
and other survival items were recovered.

This operation has dealt a severe blow to KLF, it said.

Our Correspondent
Diphu, Sep. 18 (EMN): Akhil Bharatiya 
Vidhyarthi Parishad (ABVP) Karbi Anglong 
Division demands to go by the J.M Lyngdoh 
Committee in order to include the president’s 
post in the Diphu Govt. College Students 
Union Society (DGCSUS).

The president’s post of DGCSUS is still 
being held by the principal and the ABVP, 
Karbi Anglong Division has demanded the 
post to be included in the DGCSUS ahead of  
the union body election for the session 2017-
18 of the college to be held on Sep. 22.

Convenor, ABVP, Karbi Anglong 
Division Jiten Bey and his team including 
Waisong Tokbi, Convenor, ABVP, West Karbi 
Anglong and members Sachin Rongpi and 
Robinson Kro met Principal, DGC Nirab 
Kr. Sarma on the matter why the college 
has not followed as per the JM Lyngdok 
Committee and keeping the post of president 
of the Union Body under his custody, which 
according to the committee no faculty or any 
members of  the college authority are not 
allowed to hold any posts.

It may be mentioned here that the JM 
Lyngdok Committee was constituted by 
Ministry of Human Resource Development 
Govt. of  India on December 2, 2005, by 
an order by Supreme Court. JM Lyndok 
(former Chief  Election Commissioner) 
Committee submitted its report to the 
Supreme Court of  India on May 26, 2006. 
The Court on September 22, 2006 directed 
the recommendation of  the Committee to 

implement in all colleges and Universities 
and other higher educational institutions in 
conducting the elections of the union bodies.

One of the point put in the recommendation 
by the committee as accepted by the Court 
was ‘the union/representative body so elected 
shall only comprise of regular students on the 
rolls of  the institution. No faculty member, 
nor any member of the administrative shall be 
premited to hold any post on the execution of  
such representative body, nor shall be allowed 
to be a member of  any such representative 
body.’

Convenor, ABVP, Karbi Anglong 
Division Jiten Bey told the Principal that the 
JM Lyngdok Committee was constituted in 
2006 and all colleges and Universities across 
the country are following it, then why the 
DGC is not following while holding for the 
Union body election.  Also according to the 
JM Committee recommendation no faculty 
or administrative member are not allowed 
to hold any posts in the Union Body, then 
why the post of president is being held by the 
Principal.

The post of  the president should be 
included in the union body and not by the 
principal which means the election is illegal, 
Bey said.The Principal informed the whole 
election process to conduct the DGCSUS 
election for 2017-18 sessions from September 
12. The filing of nomination papers is between 
September 15 to 19, campaigning on 21 and 
speech making on 22 September. Polling and 
counting of result on 22 September.

Dimapur, Sep. 18 (EMN):  
As a part of  countrywide 
“Swachhta  Hi  Sewa” 
o r g a n i s e d  b y  I n d i a n 
Ra i lways.  A  mass ive 
c leanl iness  dr ive  was 
initiated in five divisions of  
N F Railway i.e Katihar, 
A l i p u r d u a r  , R a n g i a , 
Lumding & Tinsukia. It 
started from Sep.15 and 
will conclude on Oct. 2. 
Chahatey Ram,General 
manager, N F Railway 
offered “Shramdaan” as 
part of ‘Swachhta hi Sewa’ 
abhiyaan at Kamakhya 

Railway station on Sep. 17, 
informed in press note 

It further stated that, the 
objective of  the campaign 
is  to  mobi l ise  people 
and reinforce the “Jan 
Aandolan” for sanitation 
to contribute to Mahatma 
Gandhi’s dream of a Clean 
India. Swachhta Hi Sewa 
campaign will see large 
scale mobilisation of people 
from all walks of  life to 
undertake shramdaan for 
cleanliness and construction 
of toilets and to make their 
environments free from 

open defecation. 
Chahatey, said that 

swacchta should become 
a social movement and 
awareness about cleanliness 
and sanitation should reach 
every station. He also expect 
endeavour to maintain 
cleanliness and hygiene 
throughout the year over N 
F Railway.

L a t e r ,  C h a h a t e y 
awarded cash prize of  Rs. 
1000 Ramen Das and Safai 
Karmachari for displaying 
exemplary devotion to 
duty. 

Our Correpondent
Diphu, Sep. 18 (EMN): Karbi Anglong 
& NC Hills Autonomous State Demand 
Committee (KANCHASDCOM), 
Karbi Longri N.C Hills Leberation 
Front (KLNLF) and Joint Action 
Committee for Autonomous State 
(JACAS) jointly organised press 
conference held at Karbi Adorbar 
Amei, office on Sep. 18. 

Addressing in the press conference 
, KANCHASDCOM, President Ajit 
Timung said that,  it has already been 
completed 30 years and its running 31 
years of Autonomous State movement 
since then the central government 
is not taking keen interest towards 
the implementation of  Autonomous 
State of the twin hills district of Karbi 
Anglong and Dima Hasao’. He also 

said that, the organisation will appeal 
all the political, social and students 
organisations to initiate to work 
together for the common interest of  
long pending issue of  Autonomous 
State.  

Khorsing Teron, President, JACAS 
said that, Tuliram Ronghang led BJP 
government in KAAC, as well as in 
the State and central is BJP,  if the BJP 
government really want to implement 
Autonomous State, they can give 
anytime.  Not only that, giving word 
assurance will not do this time instead 
action is the most essential in this 
crucial time, word has been made for 
the last 30 years, added Teron.

KLNLF,  cha i r man,  P.Di l i 
explained about the joint conference 
said that the organisation have same 

ideas, aim and objective, they had 
Peace talked with central government 
for several times since 2010-2017 but 
their talked was not fruitful,  likewise, 
KANCHASDCOM and JACAS were 
also not fruitful, the status of the talk 
with the central government is still stuck 
in Home ministry department, in order 
to pressurize the central government for 
immediate implementation of Article 
244(A) Autonomous state of the India 
constitution. The organisations also 
agreed to depute a joint delegation 
to New Delhi tentatively in October 
to meet Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi for guiding in arriving at logical 
conclusion the peace talks with the 
KLNLF and for immediate settlement 
of the longstanding Autonomous State 
issue, added the press communique.

Our Correspondent
Imphal, Sep. 18 (EMN): 
Union Minister of  State 
for Heavy Industries and 
Public Enterprises Babul 
Supriyo inaugurated two day 
exhibition -cum- Seminar on 
‘Naya Bharat –Hum Karke 
Rahenge’ and pledged and 
resolved for a new India 
during a function in Imphal 
on Monday.

The Union minister 
Supriyo also administered 
Sankalp Se Siddhi (New 
India Pledge) to make the 
country- free of corruption, 
free of poverty, free of filth, 
free of  communalism, free 
of terrorism and free of caste 

ism along with the Deputy 
Commissioner Th Chitra 
Devi of Imphal East District 
and Chairman L Mahendra 
Singh of Council of Higher 
Secondary Education, 
Manipur. The pledge was 
fol lowed by National 
Anthem.

T h e  f u n c t i o n  wa s 
also attended by Deputy 
Secretary Suman Bara of  
Parliamentary Affairs, along 
with other officials, students 
and teachers from various 
Institutions.The focus of the 
exhibitions was on India’s 
freedom movement from 
1857 to 1947 showing the 
various activities initiated 

to attain the freedom from 
the British rule. Besides, the 
period of five years (1942 to 
1947) which would reflect to 
show how the movement of  
India’s struggle for freedom 
transformed the entire 
country into one to fight 
for the freedom from the 
British Rule and in the end, 
the vision of new India from 
2017 to 2022 will also be 
showcased.

The programme is 
being organised with the 
purpose of spreading Prime 
Minister’s message amongst 
the people of the country to 
help in achieving the vision 
of New India.

Guwahati, Sep. 18 (PTI): Filmmakers from the North 
East must come forward to tell more stories and ensure 
that a film movement is created in the region, acclaimed 
Bollywood director-music composer Vishal Bharadwaj 
said.“If you do not tell your stories, no one else will do 
it for you. Filmmakers from the North East are the best 
to present on celluloid the literature, ethos and customs 
of the region,” Bharadwaj said at the just concluded 
Brahmaputra Valley Film Festival here.

“Regional cinema has to emerge stronger and rather 
than looking out, one must look within and if the film 
is good, it will reach out beyond the region,” said the 
director, whose “Rangoon” was shot in North East’s 
Assam and Arunachal Pradesh.

He said the directors from the region should not 
just stop at festivals but should go ahead and hold 
workshops twice or thrice a year where not only students 
but established filmmakers can meet and benefit from 
each other.

Dimapur, Sep. 18 (EMN):  
Journalists’ Forum Assam (JFA) in 
northeast India expresses concern 
over the ongoing crackdown on 
newspaper & radios in Cambodia 
with an aim to silence the media 
ahead of  next year’s general 
election. The recent shut down of  
an independent English newspaper 
in the Southeast Asian country has 
shown the authority’s intolerance 
towards the mainstream media, 
alleged the forum based in 
northeast India, reported through 
press release.

It stated that, the media rights 
body of northeast India revealed in 
statement that The Cambodia Daily 
(www.cambodiadaily.com) was 

forced by the government agencies 
to close down its publication over 
a tax dispute. The newspaper was 
slapped with a purported $6.3 
million tax bill recently and the 
authority ordered the amount to 
be paid by Sep. 4 last or shut down 
its operation. Since the day the 
newspaper has not gone for the 
press and it was confirmed by the 
Pnong Pen office.

“Facing imminent threats 
of  closure and legal action over 
a disputed $6.3 million tax bill, 
The Cambodia Daily will cease 
operations as of  Sep. 4, bringing 
to a close more than 24 years of  
independent journalism. The 
power to tax is the power to destroy. 

And after 24 years and 15 days, 
the Cambodian government has 
destroyed the newspaper that 
has been regarded a special and 
singular part Cambodia’s free 
press,” quoting said the owner 
Deborah Krisher.

It further stated that, Steele, 
the daily’s website revealed 
C a m b o d i a ’ s  i n f o r m a t i o n 
ministry  has also ordered 
the closure of  nearly 15 radio 
stations broadcasting programs 
from international broadcasters 
namely Radio Free Asia (RFA), 
Voice of  America (VOA), Voice 
of  Democracy (VOD) e tc. 
Meanwhile, the RFA decided to 
close its Phnom Penh bureau citing 

the recent of media crackdown by 
the authority.

Another United States-funded 
broadcaster VOA is also planning 
similar actions. “It is now logical 
to describe Cambodian Prime 
Minister Hun Sen as an anti-media 
politician. He has seemingly no 
intention to allow the media to 
exercise its freedom ahead of the 
crucial national election scheduled 
for early 2018,” said a statement 
issued by JFA president Rupam 
Barua and secretary Nava Thakuria 
adding that the influential media 
bodies around the world should 
condemn the Cambodian authority 
for its latest anti-media crackdown, 
it added.

Agartala, Sep. 18 (IANS): Tripura on 
Monday became the first state in the country 
to set up family welfare district committees 
to deal with the issue of  fake and biased 
complaints by women against their husbands, 
in-laws and husband’s relatives, as per an 
apex court directive. 

State Governor Tathagata Roy in the 
presence of  Chief  Minister Manik Sarkar 
and other high dignitaries formally launched 
the family welfare committees in all eight 
districts in Tripura at a function in Tripura 
High Court. 

Tripura is the first state to have formed 
such committees, Tripura High Court Chief  
Justice T. Vaiphei said at the event. 

“After filing of  complaint by a woman 
against her husband, in-laws and husband’s 
relatives, the district family welfare 
committees would scrutinise the complaint, 
try to mitigate and mediate between the two 
sides to settle the dispute,” T. Vaiphei said. 

“After the district family welfare 
committees have submitted their report, the 
police officials would start appropriate legal 
action.” 

Quoting Supreme Court Judge Adarsh 
Kumar Goel, Vaiphei said that Tripura High 
Court is the first high court among 24 High 
Courts in India that has constituted family 
welfare district committees. 

Tripura High Court Judge Subhashish 
Talapatra said in the Rajesh Sharma versus 
state of  Uttar Pradesh case, the Supreme 
Court on July 27 directed that each complaint 
of  cruelty to a woman by her husband or his 
relatives, which does not involve tangible 
physical injuries or death, shall be referred to 
the family welfare committee of  the district.

“This apex court judgment is based on 
the court’s observations that section 498-A 
of  the IPC (Indian Penal Code) is abused by 

some women, particularly to harass elderly 
in-laws. The apex court cited the National 
Crime Record Bureau (NCRB) data in 
support.”

The family welfare district committees 
may comprise para-legal volunteers or social 
workers or retired officers or even the wives 
of  serving officers, but the panel members 
will not be called as witnesses if  the police or 
magistrate decide to investigate a particular 
case. 

Judge Talapatra told IANS that over 
80 per cent frivolous, fake and biased cases 
across the country are filed by a section 
of  women against husband, in-laws and 
husband’s relatives.

“Such fake and prejudiced cases are the 
cause of  huge damage to a large number of  
families and harm the dignity of  innocent 
people,” Judge Talapatra said.

He said that the Supreme Court in its 
directions said that the new system to deal 
with the section 498-A of  the IPC would 
be for six months and the National Legal 
Services Authority (NLSA) would submit 
a report in March before the apex court 
on the performance and outcome of  the 
district family welfare committees across the 
country.

“After getting the report of  the NLSA 
and considering other related aspects, the 
Supreme Court would take the next steps on 
the issue,” Judge Talapatra said.

Both Governor Tathagata Roy and Chief  
Minister Manik Sarkar in their speeches 
welcomed the Supreme Court’s steps. 

Sarkar called for passage of  the women’s 
reservation bill. “To empower women and 
to maintain equality, the much-expected 
legislation on one third reservations for the 
women in Parliament and state assemblies 
must be enacted at the earliest,” Sarkar said.
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One held with arms 
and ammunition

CRPF joins cleanliness campaign

NGA participates in global Gorkha convention

HIV/AIDS awareness drawing, poster contest at schools

Women trained in value-
addition of horti. crops

Pangsha villages 
condemn Sep. 11 firing

Mon DPDB monthly meet held

Kohima DPDB meet deliberates 
on dept. land, quarters

Chiechama Village Vision Cell Convener Neilasa Sopfu presenting their achievement during Kohima DPDB 
meeting at DPDB Conference Hall Kohima on September 15.

173 Bn CRPF, Airfield, Dimapur pose for the lens during the cleanliness campaign at Refferal hospital.

Medziphema Ao Baptist Church women after the trsing programme.

St. Francis School, Tening students participating in a drawing conatest.

The accused along with recovered items.

that for registration of  de-
partment’s land proper de-
tails of  the office quarter 
location, present occupants 
of  the office quarter and 
the total land area should 
be furnished. He also urged 
the heads of departments to 
bring out scale map of  the 
landmark when submitting 
in order to find out the loca-
tion easily for the verifica-
tion team’s convenience and 
further informed the mem-
bers to submit the format on 
or before October 5.

Various Village Adop-
tion Committee members 
also presented their report 
and informed that they 
had intimated their basic 
requirements like water 
facilities light. Powerpoint 
presentation of departmen-
tal activities was given by 
DIC, GM and Chiechama 
Village Vision Cell.

Dimapur, Sep. 18 (EMN):  
The Old Pangsha Village 
Council  and New Pang-
sha Village Council have 
condemned the attack on 
15th Assam Rifles by sus-
pected NSCN (K) faction 
on Sep.11 at International 
Trade Centre Dan, Pang-
sha, under Noklak sub di-
vision, Tuensang district, 
where three security forces 
were injured. 

During the counter fir-
ing, the two village council 
chairmen stated an explo-
sive bomb blast took place 

inside a civilian residence 
where three children were 
cooking.  

The stray bullets also 
hit the Straightway School 
Hostel creating tension and 
fear psyche to the school 
children and residents of  
the locality which is a vehe-
ment act condemnable by 
one and all.

The Pangsha public 
appealed all the factions 
and security forces to re-
frain from such act so as to 
maintain peace and tran-
quility in the region.

Dimapur, Sep. 18 (EMN): 
The monthly District Plan-
ning and Development 
Board (DPDB) meeting of  
Mon district was held on 
Sept. 15  at DC’s confer-
ence hall, under the chair-
manship of   

Vice Chairman and 
Deputy Commissioner 
Mon, W Honje Konyak. 
After review of  the last 
DPDB meeting minutes, 
work distribution made 
for coming Mon District 
Officers Club tournament 
followed by discussion on 

Dimapur, Sep. 18 (EMN): Four mem-
bers from Nagaland Gorkha Associa-
tion (NGA), led by its President, Nobin 
Pradhan, attended the three-day ‘Global 
Gorkha Convention’ held in New Delhi 
from the Sep. 15 to 17th. 

The NGA presidents said the con-
vention was a follow-up to the ‘Global 
Gorkhaland Unity Rally’ held across 
150-odd cities including Kohima, Mokok-

chung, Wokha and Kiphire, on Aug. 3o.
He also informed that roadmaps, strat-

egies in making the separate state demand 
national in nature and the sufferings of  the 
common people in more than 90 days of  
bandh were some of  the important discus-
sions held. Students from various universi-
ties across the country also deliberated on 
relief  and rehabilitation for the suffering 
people in the Darjeeling Hills.

Dimapur, Sep. 18 (EMN): 
One day training on cultiva-
tion of  oyster mushroom 
and value addition of horti-
culture crops was organised 
by Crusaders Club under the 
Youth Ministry of the Medz-
iphema Ao Baptist Church 
on Sep. 16, to empower 
women of the church.

The training was spon-
sored by Central Institute of  
Horticulture, Medziphema 
with Sarila and Bendan-
gla from Orchid Self  Help 
Group (SHG) a successful 
SHG in the enterprise of  
bamboo shoot pickle and 
other value added prod-

ucts from Dimapur, Dr. 
Sentirenla, Asst. Prof. B.Voc  
Tzubentula Jamir, SASRD, 
and Imtinaro from CIH, 
Medziphema as the resource 
persons informed a press 
note.  

The topics for the train-
ing were demonstration on 
preparation of  king chilli 
pickle with bamboo shoot, 
cultivation of oyster mush-
room, preparation of pine-
apple jam and squash. 

The main objective of  
the training was to train the 
women on self  sustenance 
and o let them earn extra 
income for their family and 

to attain nutritional security 
of the family.  

Medziphema being a 
hub for pineapple cultiva-
tion and an abundant natu-
ral availability of  bamboo 
shoot, the participants were 
taught on how to preserve 
these items when it is abun-
dantly available and use it 
during off  season without 
wasting any produce, stated 
the press note.  

All together, 45 partici-
pants attended the training 
who also shared their desire 
to start practicing whatever 
they have learned during the 
training, it stated. 

 Dimapur, Sep. 18 (EMN): 
With the aim to spread 
awareness about HIV/ 
AIDS and to identify and 
honour the skills of  bud-
ding talents, the 36 Assam 
Rifles under the aegis of  
HQ IGAR (North) organ-
ised a drawing cum poster 
making competition on the 
theme ‘HIV/AIDS aware-

ness’ at St. Francis School, 
Tening, Peren district on 
September 13.

A total of  29 students 
from various standards par-
ticipated in the competition 
and produced imaginative 
paintings highlighting pre-
ventive measures of  HIV/ 
AIDS. 

The same programme 

was organised by 32 Assam 
Rifles under the aegis of  
HQ IGAR (North) organ-
ised at Government Middle 
School, Bamanpukhri-B, 
Dimapur district on Sep-
tember 8.

Altogether 45 students 
participated.  Winners of  
both the schools were felici-
tated with prizes. 

During the cleanliness 
drive, the officers and jawans 
cleaned the hospital build-
ing, wards and campus. 

Dimapur, Sep. 18 (EMN): 
The 44 Assam Rifles under 
the aegis of  Headquarters 
Inspectorate General As-
sam Rifles (North) recov-
ered a cache of  explosives, 
arms and ammunition 
from Tuli town, Mokokc-
hung on Sep. 18. 

According to PRO HQ 
IGAR (North), basing 
on specific information, 
troops of  44 Assam Rifles 
launched an operation at 

Longlilenden ward, Tuli 
town and recovered9mm 
pistol bearing Regd No 
1117 (made in USA), Mag 
of  9mm Pistol, Live rounds 
9mm,  explosives, warlike 
stores and bottles of  IMFL 
from the possession of  one 
Koralimzung Ao.

The accused along 
with recovered items were 
handed over to Tuli Police 
Station for further investi-
gation.

Dimapur, Sep. 18 (EMN): 
The monthly Kohima Dis-
trict and Planning Devel-
opment Board (DPDB) 
meeting was held on Sep. 
15  at DPDB Conference 

Hall Kohima. 
Chairing the DPDB 

meeting, Deputy Com-
missioner Kohima, Rajesh 
Sounderarajan welcomed 
the members and reviewed 

the last DPDB meeting 
which was held on 15th 
August, 2017.

Regarding registration 
of societies for approval by 
the DPDB, DC informed 

disasters in Mon district. 
All ADCs from Mon 

district were entrusted to 
submit their reports within 
a week.

Department of  Social 
Welfare highlighted their 
activities. Education de-
partment will give a power 
point presentation on mid-
day meal. 

ing Swachhata Hi Sewa 
campaign. Fogging was also 
done in Zubza village.

Meanwhile, the 173 Bn 
CRPF, Airfield, Dimapur 

undertook Swachh Bharat 
Abhiyan, at Christian Insti-
tute Of Health Sciences And 
Research (Refferal hospital), 
on Sep. 15.

Dimapur, Sep. 18 (EMN): 
For promoting the Swach-
hata Hi Sewa (SHS) cam-
paign which is launched by 
the govt. of India from Sep. 
15 to Oct. 2, and achieving 
the moto ‘Clean India,’ the 
78 Bn CRPF, Zubza, organ-
ized various cleanliness ac-
tivities under the leadership 
of  Commandant,  Neeraj 
Yadav. Officers and jawans 
of unit cleaned up the Sechu 
Zubza road, surrounding ar-
eas, cleared weeds, drainages 
and spayed the bleaching 
powder. 

The commandant briefed 
the officers and men regard-
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Rohingya 
Humanitarian Crisis

These days even more than the Myanmarese leaders, politi-
cal parties in our country are discussing the Rohingya issue. 
From the stand taken by the political parties, one can easily 

make out that on the Rohingya issue they are clearly divided in two 
groups. But it’s not an ideological divide. The divergent stands of 
the political parties of our country are clearly aimed at garnering 
votes. While one section is trying to please the majority population 
by taking an anti-Muslim stand, the other group is trying to appease 
the minorities by terming the deportation attempt as inhuman and 
against the ethos of India. 

As per the accepted norms and supported by United Nations 
(UN) a group of people can be called as refugees when they had to 
leave their land and belongings for reasons beyond their control. 
And once such displaced people move to another country they can-
not be pushed back to their own land without the consent of that 
concerned country. So no matter what stand Indian political par-
ties take, the Rohingyas, who have entered our country as refugees 
cannot be deported. Thus arguing in favour of their deportation or 
advocating for their stay in the country means nothing because that 
will not change the ground reality. It will only create more uncer-
tainty for the Rohingyas. Only the Rohingyas will have to live with 
the fear of being displaced once again.

Thus it is not right for the political parties of our country to use 
the Rohingyas as a mean to achieve bigger electoral gains. Rather all 
the political parties of the country should approach the Myanmar 
Government jointly to make conducive atmosphere so that the Ro-
hingyas can return to their own land. If required, India can play the 
role of a mediator to solve this crisis. Talks that Rohingyas having 
links with Muslim fundamentalist and terror organization is just an 
attempt to divert the attention of the people from the real issue. The 
allegations made by the Myanmar Government may be true. But 
the remedy of this problem lies in alienating those radical elements, 
not in throwing the entire community out of their homeland. The 
act gives an impression that the Myanmar Government is actually 
helping a handful of people who can be best described as the en-
emies of mankind. This act of the Myanmar Government cannot be 
justified by any stretch of imagination.

It is certain that during his recent visit to Myanmar, Prime Min-
ister Narendra Modi has discussed the Rohingya issue with the top 
leaders of that country. Though both sides are tightlipped about the 
discussion, it would not be unwise to guess that the Indian Prime 
Minister had categorically told Myanmar to solve the issue at the 
earliest, so that India is not burdened with another group of people 
who had to leave their homeland for reasons beyond their control. 
Political parties of our country should keep it in mind that to re-
settle the Rohingyas in their own land they should put pressure on 
the neighbouring country together. But if they decide their stand on 
this issue keeping an eye on electoral gains, they are not only harm-
ing the Rohingyas only, but also going against humanity.

Sheikh Qayoom |IANS

An Indian Nobel Peace Prize winner said he 
would not like to live in India if  Narendra 
Modi wins in the last Lok Sabha Election. 

Modi won the Election not by Landslide but by a 
Tsunami Typhoon.

The renowned Prize winner quietly stayed on 
in India occasionally going here and there giving 
world class lectures on interesting subjects.

Something similar may happen to me, but still, 
would say I really do not like to live in a Govern-
ment under the control of the NSCN IM in Naga-
land.

Some of the Points of Discussions NSCN (IM) 
is carrying on currently with the Government of  
India have come out in most of the local News 
Papers of Nagaland on 16 September 2017. The 
Points are shown in such a manner and grammar 
as if  it is already settled; a trick of writing the MIP 
of the IM is at par excellence.

For the last many years and always they men-
tion the Talk is in the Highest Level, in a very im-
portant Stage, a Crucial Stage, or a Sensitive State 
and took 20 years to bring out the Points of Pan 
Naga Hoho in such a mixed-up detail ordinary 
Readers could not make head or tail of it.  

It is not clear whether the Pan Naga Hoho is a 
Legislative Body, an Executive Body, or a Judicial 

Body. Somewhere they depict it as if  it is an Ex-
ecutive Body, at other place they seem to show it 
as an Executive body with the Supreme Yariwoo 
Chairman meddling as sovereign “all in one and 
one in all”. He is the Chairman of the Pan Naga 
Hoho as well as the Commander in Chief of the 
Army, Navy and Airforce with power to select the 
Members of the Hoho, to dismiss the guilty Kilon-
sers and the Head in the governance of the Hoho. 
The Yariwoo even precedes the Governor-General 
representing the President of India in the Pan Naga 
Hoho Working framework. 

In all these functions, the Yariwoo, Chairman 
is the Highest and does everything by Selections.

Democracy the highest Institution Man has de-
veloped so far is not in the Workings of the Govern-
ment except in Nagalim. Not once has Democracy, 
Democratic Procedure or Democratic Norms are 
mentioned in the Points of discussion. Without 
Election, there is no Democracy. ‘Election’ has not 
been mentioned anywhere in the proposition of  
Pan Naga Hoho.

The Pan Naga Hoho is supposed to have extra 
Territorial power, “Being a statutory body, it will 
function beyond territorial limits of any State”. Na-
galim Government, without an inch of Territory, 
is an extra Territorial Authority and would be con-

trolling the State of Nagaland even beyond what 
the Parliament of India does; Incomprehensible!

The IM is proposing to control Nagaland 
which has Special Constitutional Provision the Par-
liament has guaranteed her: Article 371(A) says:
(I) Notwithstanding anything in this Constitution, 

-
(a) No Act of Parliament in respect of-
(i) Religious or social practices of the Nagas,
(ii) Naga customary law and procedure,
(iii) Administration of civil and criminal justice, 

involving decision according to Naga 
Customary law,

 (iv) Ownership and transfer of land and its 
resources,

Shall apply to the State of Nagaland unless the 
Legislative Assembly by a resolution so decides”;

NAGALAND WOULD NOT AGREE TO 
ANY PAN NAGA HOHO, OR YARIWO OR 
CHAIRMAN OF THE SOCIALIST COUNCIL 
OF NAGALIM OR NORTHEASTLIM          un-
less the Legislative Assembly of Nagaland by a 
resolution so decides. No one in Nagaland need get 
worried.

The Framework Agreement so far made known 
is only FAIRY TALES. 

Thepfulhouvi Solo

A Political Fairy Tale of (FA) Final Agreement
READERS’ MIRROR VIEWS & REVIEWS

When we are His, He is ours, forever.
You have made us for yourself, Lord. Our hearts are 

restless until they can find rest in You. Augustine of Hippo

“His piece is bigger than mine!”
When I was a boy my brothers and I would sometimes 

bicker about the size of the piece of homemade pie mom served 
us. One day Dad observed our antics with a lifted eyebrow, and smiled 
at Mom as he lifted his plate: “Please just give me a piece as big as your 
heart.” My brothers and I watched in stunned silence as Mom laughed and 
offered him the largest portion of all. 

If we focus on others’ possessions, jealousy too often results. Yet 
God’s Word lifts our eyes to something of far greater worth than earthly 
possessions. The psalmist writes, “You are my portion, Lord; I have prom-
ised to obey your words. I have sought your face with all my heart” (Ps. 
119:57–58). Inspired by the Holy Spirit, the writer conveyed the truth that 
nothing matters more than closeness to God.

What better portion could we have than our loving and limitless Crea-
tor? Nothing on earth can compare with Him, and nothing can take Him 
away from us. Human longing is an expansive void; one may have “every-
thing” in the world and still be miserable. But when God is our source of 
happiness, we are truly content. There’s a space within us only God can 

Loving Lord, thank You that nothing and no one can meet  
my every need like You can.

“Stress is nothing more than a socially 
acceptable form of Mental illness.”

A
nxiety symptoms are the Rosetta 
stone of  the suffering human person, 
bearing a language that, above all oth-
ers, we counselors must be able to 
understand. We should never be sur-

prised at the indirect and disguised way in which 
human conflicts reveal themselves to us. Indirec-
tion is a profoundly human style of  expressing our-
selves. I don’t know where to begin, we still say. If  
healthy people employ it, we should anticipate that 
troubled persons will as well, if  in a more exagger-
ated form.

Victims of  acute anxiety cannot explain much 
about their difficulty in a conscious or orderly 
way. When this experience is episodic – when it 
is not steady but comes in intense and unpredict-
able bursts – they cannot tell why it has happened 
or when it will end. They frequently feel that they 
are about to die. It is a haunting and disturbing ex-
perience. These people are not faking nor are they 
merely trying to get sympathy from those around 
them. It is very wearing on them, and occasionally 
it is equally taxing on counselors or others who are 
supposed to help them.

Sensitivity is needed in the diagnosis of  anxiety 
states, especially because of  possible complications 
from associated physical complaints. We wisely re-
member that many physical conditions cause the 
same symptoms that are found in anxiety states. 
These include hyperthyroidism, cardiac disorders, 
disturbances of  the cerebellum and the semicircular 
canals, some toxic conditions and disorders, as well 
as many other physical illnesses. These symptoms 
should be attended to carefully and in many cases 
these persons should be referred for professional 
medical evaluation.

Stress rises like fine and irritating smog off  our 

work with anxious individuals because it is difficult 
for them to explain what their problem is. They lay 
it on our desk, wrapped in vagueness, challenging 
us to understand it. The better part of  wisdom tells 
us that knowing what to avoid is as important as 
knowing how to proceed sensibly.

Sometimes well-meaning friends complicate 
the difficulties of  people suffering from extreme 
anxiety by blandly and blindly urging them to 
overcome it with a muscular old-fashioned deter-
mination. When persons are already experiencing 
something close to panic, such advice can tear their 
adjustment apart. They may then try to escape and, 
in fact, it is under just such pressure that some peo-
ple leave counseling altogether. Counselors who 
respect the unconscious variables in play here never 
push people too hard about their conscious behav-
iors or decision. Harried persons need less advice 
and simpler acceptance and understanding.

Seeking help is already complicated for them 
because their anxieties have made them cautious 
about committing themselves to others. Hurrying 
people who can only take one small step at a time 
makes them stumble and become more uncertain 
of  their direction. Being patient tries our own pa-
tience when we already find the symptoms bewil-
dering and, out of  a desire to establish some core 
understanding of  the problem, we may push people 
too hard toward a definite conclusion, almost cer-
tainly making things worse.

Another temptation under the pressure of  stress 
is to intellectualize about the tensions and difficul-
ties under which we all live. Philosophical and the-
ological ruminations about the star-crossed condi-
tions of  modern life and a guiding Providence may 
sound soothing, but they do not touch the heart 
of  serious difficulty. It may be good willed but it 
is almost always a mistake to associate the cultural 
awareness of  existential anxiety with the experi-
ence of  anxiety that comes from within persons 

themselves.
We counselors must also read accurately our 

own experiences of  anxiety to understand what 
they tell us about ourselves and about the conflicts 
other persons are experiencing. If  we listen sensi-
tively we can pick up many messages in how we 
resonate to those sitting across from us. We may 
realize, for example, that we too are vulnerable to 
the same kind of  difficulties, that whatever the per-
son is dealing with makes us react in telling fashion, 
telling about us, that is. We want to avoid, for exam-
ple, the unnecessary defensiveness this might set up 
in us. Catching the signals sent by the other or set 
off  in ourselves allows us to make our way sensibly 
and sure-footedly through the process.

It is also true that the specific kind of  anxi-
ety that others touch off  in us does tell us more of  
their story, too. Persons with free-floating anxiety 
may make us generally uneasy and restive, while 
persons who are paranoid will upset us in a very 
different way, making us feel that we are the object 
of  attacks made by them to diminish our authority. 
Counselors sometimes undervalue the information 
they are constantly receiving. They are their own 
best consultants when they pay attention to what 
the other does to them. Far from being static or a 
source of  stress, our own reactions help us in our 
understanding and assisting others.

Although all of  us are anxious now and then, 
only a small percentage of  us evince, in number or 
intensity, the symptoms that lead to anxiety disor-
ders. As counselors, we may be the first ones be 
ready to identify those that flow from the more seri-
ous and pervasive problems that require referral for 
professional evaluation and treatment.

“Anxiety is the most silently painful experience. 
It makes no sense and you sit alone and suffer for 
an unknown reason. You can’t explain it. You can’t 
stop it. It is horrible.”

Rev. Fr. C. Joseph

F
or the hardy goatherds of  Jammu and 
Kashmir, called “Bakarwals”, it is time 
to say goodbye to the mountain pas-
tures of  the Valley as autumn sets in.

Each year, the Bakarwals travel 
more than 700 km on foot across the Pir Panjal 
range to reach the mountain pastures of  the Valley 
with their sheep, goats, horses, women and chil-
dren -- and minimum household goods.

The journey of  the Bakarwal families is a saga 
of  endurance and determination.

These nomadic goatherds trvel to graze their 
livestock in the high altitude pastures of  the Hima-
layas. Once in the meadows of  the Valley, the 
Bakarwals exude a sense of  achievement matched 
by few.

“The grazing areas of  our livestock are 
marked. The meadow that has traditionally been 
used for grazing by goats and sheep of  one family 
over generations cannot be encroached upon by 
any other family,” said Hussain Khatana, 54, the 
patriarch of  a goatherd family.

The goatherd families come to the Valley by 
the middle of  each spring and live on the pastures 
up to the middle of  September.

These families come mostly from Rajouri, 
Poonch and Reasi districts of  the Jammu region, 
where the summer heat parches the grasslands, 
leaving little for the survival of  the goatherds’ live-
stock.

The women of  these families are as tough as 
the men.

Small children are carried on the backs of  their 
mothers while the older men and women have the 
luxury of  riding on horseback during the annual 
two-way migration.

Not surprisingly, even childbirth occurs during 

such journeys and the eldest woman of  the family 
acts as the midwife for such roadside deliveries.

“Carrying a pregnant lady to hospital for 
childbirth happens very rarely in our families. Al-
lah has always been benevolent to us.

“The journey continues after a night halt 
in case there is a childbirth in the family,” said 
Sharafat Hussain, 45, who comes each year to the 
Gangabal pasture in north Kashmir’s Ganderbal 
district with his family and livestock.

The secret of  a Bakarwal’s health and well-
being lies in his lifestyle. Obesity, high blood pres-
sure, heart ailments, diabetes and other diseases 
associated with modern-day living are very rare 
among the goatherds.

“This is despite the fact that they eat a fat-rich 
diet including butter, ghee, full-fat milk and mut-
ton,” Javaid, a physician in Srinagar, said.

“On an average, each member of  the Bakarwal 
family travels around 700 kilometres during the to-
and -fro journey from their winter homes to the 
high-altitude grazing grounds.

“They are mostly athletically built and the risk 
of  modern-day diseases is minimised by their life-
style,” he added.

Since these nomadic families travel with their 
children, the state government has set up mo-
bile schools for them. The male teacher of  such 
a school, ideally belonging to a Bakarwal family 
himself, travels to the mountain pastures to teach 
the children.

“Such schools are still an exception and not all 
our families are covered under this scheme”, said 
Shahnawaz, 39, a goatherd travelling back with 
his family to Rajouri.

In the past, the goatherd’s journey would be-
gin at sunrise and halt at sunset.

Because of  the heavy traffic on the Jammu-Sri-
nagar national highway, most goatherds now pre-
fer to travel during the lean traffic periods at night.

The most prized possession of  a goatherd fam-
ily are the shepherd dogs that guard the flocks of  
sheep and goats during grazing and during the 
night.

The species are fierce watchdogs -- those that 
deter predators like wolves, jackals and even leop-
ards.

The dogs start barking ferociously when they 
catch the scent of  a predator or any other invader. 
The family is woken by the barking and the preda-
tor is forced to retreat.

Little wonder the goatherd depends heavily on 
the instincts of  his watchdog to protect his life and 
livestock.

After the day’s grazing, the flock of  sheep and 
goats is herded close to the family tents or the 
pasture hutments constructed of  stone, mud and 
wooden planks.

Since the same family over generations uses 
the same pasture, the goatherds have constructed 
mud hutments inside the pastures using planks of  
wood available in plenty in these areas.

Kerosene lamps and even resinous Deodar 
(Cedrus) wood sticks are used as lamps during the 
night.

The women of  the goatherd families specialise 
in identifying non-poisonous herbs and vegetables 
that grow naturally in Kashmir’s meadows.

These are extensively used as part of  the fam-
ily’s meals during its stay at the pastures.

As a consequence of  education and enlighten-
ment, the goatherds now maintain daily hygiene 
as compared to the past when bathing and wash-
ing used to be a fortnightly luxury.

Braving the vagaries of  weather and the de-
mands of  a lifestyle that is comparable to the 
toughest survival courses of  professional com-
mandos, the existence of  the goatherd remains a 
saga equalled by few other members of  the human 
race.

Stressed Out and Anxious

Kashmir’s nomadic goatherds: Saga of survival and endurance

BIBLE READ:  PSALM 73:21–28
THOUGHT FOR TODAY:

I have learned the secret of being content in any 
and every situation. Philippians 4:12

The Best Portion of All

DAILY
PATH
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BY MANOJ KUMAR | The Wire

Today’s ASTRO-PREDICTION

ARIES (MAR 21 - APR 19): Who knew 
you were so talented, Aries? A creation done 
long ago suddenly takes on a life of  its own. 
A short story written and submitted long ago 

is pulled from the bottom of the slush pile. Or a portrait 
you painted gets a second admiring look. Whatever the 
circumstances, you enjoy the recognition. Your work isn’t 
the only thing receiving admiring glances. Your partner 
appreciates you, too!

TAURUS (APR 20 - MAY 20): Loving care is 
prescribed for someone in your family, Taurus. 
Offer a bowl of soup and some tea, but beyond 

that try and stay out of the way. Sometimes uninterrupted 
quiet is the best cure of all. You could use a bit of this your-
self. Why not curl up with a good book? Even if  it’s the 
middle of the day, draw the shades and pretend it’s night.

GEMINI (MAY 21 - JUN 21): There’s tension 
in the air, Gemini, but there’s little you can do 
about it. The harsh atmosphere is in stark con-
trast to the frivolity you felt over the last several 

days. It seems you received some good news. Perhaps you 
were finally recognized for your hard work? Don’t brag 
about your accomplishments. It would only exacerbate 
the situation. Be patient. Avoid confrontation.

CANCER (JUN 22 - JUL 22): You might 
be in a financial jam right now, Cancer. 
The stress of  the situation has you con-
sidering some radical solutions. Would it 

really benefit your family if  you took a second job? 
Confide in a friend and see if  he or she can help you 
find a more agreeable solution. Perhaps a relative 
could give you a low-interest loan.

LEO (JUL 23 - AUG 22): Don’t spread 
the good news too quickly, Leo. As excit-
ing as it is, nothing is confirmed yet. Keep 
the information under your hat until plane 
reservations have been made or you have 

the job offer in writing. Whatever the good news is, 
it’s exactly what the doctor prescribed to give your 
self-confidence a boost.

VIRGO (AUG 23 - SEP 22): If  you receive 
a financial windfall, spend it wisely, Virgo. 
Your tendency might be to buy gifts or treat 
a crowd to a lavish night on the town. But 

where is the enduring value? Invested carefully, a 
small chunk of  money can grow into a much larger 
one, which will give you many more options. Be pru-
dent.

LIBRA (SEP 23 - OCT 22): You’re ener-
getic and enthusiastic today, Libra, and those 
around you respond favorably. It seems every-
one wants to be in your orbit. Work at home 

and the office goes quickly and smoothly. Because you 
have so much energy, why not take on a new project? 
Normally this would send you over the edge, but today 
you feel you could take on anything. Go for it.

SCORPIO (OCT 23 - NOV 21): There’s 
tension all around you, so you’ll be happiest 
spending as much time by yourself  as possible, 
Scorpio. If  you must interact with people, keep 

your communication clear and concise. There’s room for 
misunderstanding, which could result in a major blowup 
over a minor event. It simply isn’t worth the trouble be-
ing with people today. Seclusion is the only place where 

you’ll find peace.

SAGITTARIUS (NOV 22 - DEC 21):  You’re 
ready for a change, Sagittarius, there’s no doubt 
about it. As you grow older your interests broad-

en, and you’re considering pursuing some of  these new in-
terests in earnest. Perhaps school beckons, or some adult 
education courses. You’re ready to make a new place for 
yourself  in the world. Go ahead and get started!

CAPRICORN (DEC 22 - JAN 19): 
You’ve never looked better, Capricorn. 
Your partner notices, too, and showers you 
with extra affection and perhaps even an 

unexpected gift. This should put a smile on your face! 
At work, you may be given responsibilities beyond 
your usual job. Take care to do this special assign-
ment well. If  you do, other advancements are likely 

to follow.

AQUARIUS (JAN 20 - FEB 18): Some-
times a little indulgence has value far be-
yond its price, Aquarius. A bubble bath in 

the middle of  the day, a luxurious hour spent brows-
ing in a bookstore, a special outfit you’ve wanted for a 
long time - these are a few of  the ways you could perk 
up your spirits. Why not? You could use a boost.

PISCES (FEB 19 - MAR 20): You feel as 
though you’ve turned a financial and pro-
fessional corner, Pisces. Recent accomplish-
ments have you feeling energized and on 

top of  the world! You exude confidence. It’s a good 
feeling, isn’t it? Members of  the opposite sex are es-
pecially attracted to you right now. And who could 
blame them? You’re looking great!

BY PRIYANSH | The Wire

G
iven the high cost, environ-
mental degradation and at-
tack on civil liberties it entails, 
hosting the Olympic Games is 
no longer the privilege it once 

was. French President Emmanuel Macron 
was not present but his wish was realised. 
His absence did not matter as the deal had 
been done days before the announcement – 
Paris will host the 2024 Olympics, exactly 
100 years after it last undertook the respon-
sibility. 

L
os Angeles will follow in its foot-
steps four years later. For the first 
time in nearly a century, the hosts 
of  successive summer Olympic 
Games were announced at once.

This was the result of  a historic lack of  
interest in hosting the Olympic Games. Six 
cities had expressed their desire to be a part 
of  the bidding process for the 2024 Olympics 
when it began. In the end, only two submit-
ted a bid and nobody was sure if  there would 
be any suitors for the 2028 Games.

But at the International Olympic Com-
mittee (IOC) session in Lima, Peru, every-
one tried to add a positive spin to the pro-
ceedings. Macron shared his joy from the 
Guadeloupe island as well, after surveying 
the wreckage left by Hurricane Irma. “I 
salute this success and the tremendous op-
portunity that the Games represent to assist 
in the transformation of  our country, to in-
crease its international attractiveness… and 
strengthen the role of  sport across France,” 
he said after the decision was announced on 
September 13.

Back in July, Macron was in thrall of  the 
Olympic movement. His words bear retell-
ing. “We need multilateralism, the structures 
that provide agreement among nations … 
and tolerance, which the Olympic move-
ment illustrates well.” He even went on to 
add that French values were Olympic values 
and the threat both face makes it imperative 
for them to be defended.

It is striking that Macron’s worldview 
was shared by the pioneer of  the modern Ol-
ympic Games, Baron Pierre de Coubertin. 
An aristocrat, he looked towards sport to 
nurture the physical health and competitive 
spirit of  the French youth. But he did not 
stop there. A sports evangelist, Coubertin be-
lieved that the tension between nations could 
be tempered through the revival of  Olympic 
Games. Macron may claim to bring a new 
kind of  politics, but his views seem to have 
been cut from the same cloth that comforts 
the French social elites.

Los Angeles mayor Eric Garcetti has also 

keenly stressed the continuing relevance of  
the Olympic Games. Speaking from Lima, 
he launched an impassioned defence of  the 
world’s biggest sporting spectacle. “Cities 
need to fit the Olympics to their city, not 
their city to the Olympics. Almost every city 
in the world could do the Olympics. Don’t 
do things which are nothing to do with the 
Olympics and put them into the budget.”

If  an IOC survey from July can be trust-
ed, the Los Angeles bid enjoys 78% public 
support. Paris’s bid also had a large approval 
rating, with 63% of  the surveyed residents 
expressing their desire to witness the Olym-
pic Games in the city.

But why?
Is it too early to forget that Budapest with-
drew its bid for the 2024 Games earlier this 
year when the Hungarian Olympic Commit-
tee officials came to a compromise with the 
country’s leading political figures, in order 
to avoid a potentially embarrassing referen-
dum? Rome’s mayor Virginia Raggi also 
decided to kibosh the city’s bid last year 
despite fierce opposition from Italian Ol-
ympic Committee officials, while a close 
defeat in a referendum had left Hamburg 
with no choice but to drop its plan in 
2015. Boston’s bid was also withdrawn 
after a palpable lack of  support the same 
year.

The multiple withdrawals had left the 
IOC with little choice. It could not pos-
sibly risk embarrassment over the 2028 
Games if  no bidders came forward. So a 
historic agreement was struck between the 
IOC, Paris and Los Angeles. The 2028 LA 
Organising Committee will be the benefici-
ary of  a $1.8 billion grant from the IOC as 
part of  this deal.

Although the crisis has been abated for 
now, we are no longer confident that host-
ing the Olympic Games is a privilege. The 
experience of  past Games is alive and raw 
in public memory. The high cost burden, 
environmental degradation and attack on 
civil liberties are major concerns that have 
been raised for decades now. Raggi’s vehe-
ment opposition is a case in point. “We are 
effectively asking the people of  Rome and of  
Italy to shoulder the debts. We just don’t sup-
port it. No to the Olympics of  concrete, ab-
solutely not! No to cathedrals in the desert,” 
she said. 

The financial and social implication is 
very real. Only last year, the Rio Olympics 
had become a flashpoint when the poor in 
the city’s favelas were subjected to disloca-
tion from their homes and strict policing. 
The Olympic Charter’s Rule 50 demands 
that no political protests be carried out in or 
around the Games venues. This leaves gov-

ernments virtually free to clamp down on 
any form of  dissent.

The sanitisation inflicted by the Olym-
pics has been called ‘imagineering’ by urban 
anthropologist Charles Rutheiser. Through 
imagineering, cities try to present them-
selves as an attractive tourist destination and 
business hub. From the organisers and poli-
ticians to corporates, all are involved in the 
airbrushing of  the host city. Before the Rio 
Olympics, posters of  development projects 
around the Games had whitewashed the 
favelas out of  existence.

Such stories abound. After 13 labourers 
died as Greek authorities pushed everything 
in order to meet the deadline for the 2004 
Athens Games, the leader of  the construc-
tion workers’ union poignantly remarked, 
“We have paid for the Olympic Games in 
blood.” In his book Brazil’s Dance with the 
Devil, Dave Zirin noted that 

two million people 
were forced 

to move 

by the Chi-
nese authori-
ties before the 
2008 Beijing 
Games. The ex-
aggerated security 
worries that accom-
pany every Olympics now s a w 
London 2012 organisers carry out “the UK’s 
biggest mobilisation of  military and security 
forces since the second world war.”

One could go on. But the political push-
back against the corruption of  values that 
the Games have come to symbolise has ac-
quired a more strident tone over the years. 
Anti-globalisation and pro-environment ac-
tivists have often come together to protest 
the advance of  global capital and its political 
devices in the name of  Olympics. Not in my 
backyard-ism has been a growing trend, as 
seen in the public disapproval of  the Boston, 
Hamburg, Rome and Budapest bids.

The political spectrum traversed by these 
protests is far and wide. Raggi belongs to the 
Eurosceptic Five Star Movement while, tra-

ditionally, anti-Olympic protests have been 
led by those who identify themselves on the 
left. A broad sweep of  political opinions cov-
ers the ‘Olympic-sceptics’.

Speaking in April, IOC president Tho-
mas Bach took a critical stand against anti-
Olympic political outfits. He believes domes-
tic agenda identifies Olympic bids as an easy 
target in the attempt to destabilise incumbent 
governments. But he’s not entirely blind to 
the problems which plague the bidding proc-
ess. “We have to understand that our candi-
dature procedure is giving arguments for this 
as it is too expensive and too complicated. 
The good old times are over with regard to 
candidature procedure. Today hardly any 
Mayor or political authority can go to their 
population and say, ‘Let’s try again, and 
maybe we will win’ after spending millions 
on an unsuccessful bid,” Bach said.

T h i s admission by the president has 
lately been reflect-

ed in the Ol-
ympic 

m o v e m e n t ’ s insist-
ence on financial pru- d e n c e . 
During an official visit in June, the IOC’s 
senior vice-president John Coates empha-
sised further reductions to the 2020 Tokyo 
Games budget. Coates feared that the pro-
posed budget ceiling of  $20 billion may 
“give a bad impression” to future bidders. 
The Tokyo Games organisers, however, re-
main confident that the expenditure will not 
cross the $13 billion mark, which would be 
the same as the money spent on Rio Olym-
pics last year – although the initial budget 
for the 2016 Games was only around $9 
billion. Financial prudence was also one of  
the major reasons behind Los Angeles and 
Paris being touted as favourites for the 2024 
race, even before the dropouts. Since these 
cities already have plenty of  infrastructure in 

place, the public and the IOC feel enthusi-
astic about their readiness. It is worth stat-
ing that the LA Olympic bid committee es-
timates an expenditure of  only $5.3 billion, 
arguing that a profitable Games like the one 
in 1984 when the city earned over $200 mil-
lion could be on the cards.

But it is worth noting that in a time of  
difficulty, the Olympics have returned to two 
of  the major cities of  the Western world. 
The Games have always been Eurocentric, 
with an emphasis on games that originated 
or developed in the modern West. Now, af-
ter a dalliance with internationalism (if  only 
in name), the Games are back to where they 
‘belong’.

It is indeed remarkable that when 
Rome’s bid fell through, the Italian Olympic 
Committee saw it as a move by a political 
outfit “unwilling to accept the challenge of  

modernisation”. But modernisation 
in the garb of  Olympics remains 

a hard sell. Once the huge 
financial implications of  

hosting the Olympic 
Games in the 21st 
century started to 
become apparent, 
the IOC shifted the 
narrative to pro-
environment and 
social legacy. The 
evidence for that, 
however, remains 
thin on the ground 

too – in fact it has been 
well-documented that host 

cities bring destruction to their 
environment and alienation to the 

poor.
It is worth recalling that when the IOC 

sat down to assess the bids for the 1984 Ol-
ympic Games, Los Angeles was the sole 
candidate. Twenty years later, there were 11 
bidders. Through shrewd manipulation, the 
IOC wrested power and branded its specta-
cle as the greatest show on the earth. Multi-
national corporations and TV broadcasters 
increasingly sought a share of  the pie. The 
Games became a safe haven for global capi-
tal but vast populations in host nations suf-
fered as a result.

As Bach noted earlier this year, the good 
old times are over. What next for the Olym-
pics? Who wants to host them? Coubertin 
had envisaged the formulation of  sporting 
geographies as a consequence of  the Olym-
pic Games, boundaries that would go be-
yond the nation-state. Perhaps, multi-city Ol-
ympics are the future. Or maybe, the Games 
will find a refuge in the megacities of  the 
West alone. For now, the Olympics is going 
home. Because nobody else wants to host it.

T
he big worry is that eco-
nomic growth, which 
slipped to a three-year 
low in the last quarter, 
could take a further hit if  

public spending is slashed.
New Delhi: India could be forced 

to cut spending on key infrastructure 
such as railways and highways as 
lower-than-expected tax collections 
and sluggish growth have upset the 
government’s budget calculations, 
two finance ministry officials said.

Tax receipts were about $7.8 bil-
lion in July – a little over half  the 
monthly target – mostly because mil-
lions of  firms failed to comply with 
the new Goods and Services Tax 
(GST) system that harmonises all 
state and Central sales taxes but is 
still a work in progress.

The big worry is that economic 
growth, which slipped to a three-year 
low in the last quarter, could take a 
further hit if  the public spending that 
largely underpinned expansion were 
to be slashed.

“There is a concern over lower 
tax collections,” a senior finance 
ministry official said.

The revenue shortfall could be 
at least Rs 800 billion if  the current 
trend continues until the end of  the 
year, a second official said, forcing a 
re-think in government spending.

He said receipts from individ-
ual and corporate income tax may 

slightly overshoot the target of  Rs 
9.8 trillion for the whole year, partly 
due to a crackdown on tax evaders. 
And in coming months, GST collec-
tions may pick up.

Both officials spoke on condition 
of  anonymity.

Without spending cuts, the sec-
ond official said, the fiscal deficit 
could slip to 3.5% of  GDP, from the 
target of  3.2% that Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi’s government has 
set for 2017/18.

GST “chaos and pandemonium”
The main problem has been the 

introduction of  the GST, billed as In-
dia’s biggest tax reform in 70 years.

Ambiguous rules, an onerous re-
turn filing system and glitches with 
its IT back-end have made doing 
business far more complicated for 
many companies. Frequent changes 
in tax rates after the GST’s launch 
have heightened business uncertain-
ty, resulting in many firms failing to 
register for the new tax.

Manpreet Singh Badal, finance 
minister of  Punjab, told Reuters the 
new tax was launched in a “hurry 
resulting in a lot of  chaos and pan-
demonium”.

Punjab, for example, had suf-
fered a revenue shortfall of  about 
Rs 8 billion in the first month of  its 
launch, he said as the textile, engi-
neering goods and other small in-
dustries were hit. The state expects 
to raise near Rs 395 billion in tax in 
2017/18. nder a GST deal, the Cen-

tral government has to compensate 
states if  their receipts fall below an 
annual growth of  14% in taxes for 
the next five years.

India’s GDP growth itself  has 
slowed to 5.7% in the April-June 
quarter from 7.9% a year earlier, a 
slowdown also partly blamed on the 
introduction of  the GST, adding to 
the pressure on the state coffers.

Dividends from state-run com-
panies are expected to fall and a 
$11 billion share sale programme is 
slowing down.

“If  the revenues remain below 
target, then the government could 
cut spending on railways and road 
transport,” the second finance min-
istry official said.

Aiming to boost growth, Finance 
minister Arun Jaitley increased 
budgetary allocations for the rail-
ways by one-fifth to Rs 550 billion 
and by 24% for highways develop-
ment to Rs 649 billion this fiscal year 
from a year ago.

Complicating the finance minis-
try’s budget arithmetic further, the 
Reserve Bank of  India announced 
last month that its annual surplus, a 
dividend transferred by the central 
bank to the government each year, 
would be only $4.9 billion, less than 
half  the initial estimate, largely due 
to costs of  Modi’s shock “demoneti-
sation” initiative last year.

“This is an abnormal year. A 
shortfall in tax and non-tax revenue 
could give a shock,” said N.R. Bha-

numurthy, an economist at the Na-
tional Institute of  Public Finance 
and Policy, a Delhi-based think-tank 
funded by the finance ministry.

He said the economy was still re-
covering from Modi’s move to with-
draw 86% of  high value banknotes 
as part of  a fight against graft.

Tax collections
A finance ministry spokesman said 
tax receipts were expected to im-
prove as problems related to the new 
GST system and the technology un-
derpinning it were tackled.

In his annual budget presented 
in February, finance minister Jaitley 
had projected a 17% growth in tax 
collections, while estimating spend-
ing of  nearly $335.05 billion in the 
current fiscal year.

Jaitley also has to set aside funds 
for India’s stressed state-run banks, 
which need nearly $60 billion in ex-
tra capital to meet new international 
banking rules by March 2019 ac-
cording to Fitch Ratings estimates.

Balancing those demands while 
trying to control the fiscal deficit 
would involve a cut in public spend-
ing, analysts said.

Soumya Kanti Ghosh, chief  
economist at State Bank of  India, 
said in a research note this month 
that first-quarter economic growth 
was supported by higher state spend-
ing, but the need to rein in the fiscal 
deficit could force the government to 
cut expenditure.

Why Nobody Wants the Olympics

Modi Government Eyes Spending Cuts as Glitches in GST Hit Revenue
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NEWS IN BRIEF
Ex-Bihar DGP jailed for three years
Ranchi, Sep.18 (IANS):  A special CBI court here on 
Monday sentenced former Bihar Director General of  
Police Ram Chandra Khan and three others to three 
years imprisonment for corruption. CBI Judge Ranjana 
Asthana pronounced the judgment in Rs 35 lakh uniform 
scam, which took place in 1983-84. According to the 
prosecution, police uniforms were bought at higher rates 
in Ranchi, causing loss to the exchequer. The total cost 
of  uniforms purchased was Rs 45 lakh. In total, there 
were 10 accused. Six died during the trial.  The uniform 
scam was handed over to the CBI in 1986 by the Bihar 
government and the chargesheet was filed in 1996.

Scrapped notes found in garbage
Chhattarpur, Sep. 18: (IANS): Four sacks filled with 
pieces of scrapped currency notes of Rs 500 and Rs 1,000 
were found in a garbage dump in this Madhya Pradesh 
district, police said on Monday. Informed of the bundles 
of notes lying in the dump near National Highway-75, 
police reached the spot and seized the sacks, Inspector 
K.K. Khanuja told reporters. Investigations have been 
launched, he addded. After the Central government 
demonestised Rs 500 and Rs 1,000 notes on November 
8, several bundles of  scrapped notes were found at 
various places in the state.

12 kg heroin, four Pak mobile SIM 
cards seized in Abohar
Chandigarh, Sep. 18 (PTI): Over 12 kg of heroin and 
four Pakistani mobile SIM cards were seized by the 
Border Security Force (BSF) troops in Abohar sector of  
Punjab, a BSF official said today. While 11 kg of heroin 
along with the SIM cards were seized at the Border Out 
Post Dona Raja Deena Nath, 1.10 kg of  heroin was 
seized at the Border Out Post Jodhawala of  Abohar 
sector, the official said. “During the search operation, 
11 kg of heroin along with four Pak SIM cards wrapped 
in yellow plastic tape and concealed near border in wild 
grass was recovered by the BSF troops,” he said. 

Woman raped in UP
Amethi (UP), Sep. 18 (PTI): A woman was allegedly 
raped by four persons of  the same village in Amethi 
district, the police said today. The woman belongs to 
Pure Shuklan (Sinduriya) village, they said. Station 
House Officer (SHO) of  Shivratanganj Zaved Ikbal 
said that on complaint of the woman’s husband police 
have lodged an FIR under relevant sections against two 
persons named Abharan Lal and Dayaram and two 
others. Lal and Dayaram have been arrested, they added.

Army Medical Corps officer in 
CBI custody on bribery charges
New Delhi, Sep. 18 (PTI):  The CBI has arrested a 
colonel of  the Army Medical Corps, an MCI clerk 
and two others for alleged bribery of  Rs 10 lakh for 
leaking information related to inspections of medical 
colleges and recognition of  seats by the country’s 
medical education regulator. Col. Ajay Kumar Singh, 
empanelled as an assessor in the Medical Council of  
India (MCI), was nabbed after a middleman was caught 
receiving Rs 10 lakh from two hawala operators on his 
behalf, a CBI spokesperson said here today. All the four 
accused have been sent to five days’ CBI custody by a 
special court here, he said.

British national Al Qaeda 
terrorist arrested in Delhi 

Government seeks participation of 
Rajni Kant Mishra 
appointed new SSB chief 

All decisions by Nitish invalid, says JD-U Sharad faction

Trial in Ryan School student’s death case to continue in Gurugram court 

18 dissident AIADMK 
MLAs disqualified, TN CM 
now has majority  

New Delhi, Sep. 18 (IANS): A British 
national Al Qaeda terrorist on a mis-
sion to radicalise Rohingya Muslims 
to fight in Myanmar has been arrested 
in the Indian capital, police said on 
Monday.

Deputy Commissioner of  Police 
P.S. Kushwah said Samiun Rahman, 
27, was arrested near Shakarpur bus 
stand in east Delhi on Sunday evening.

Police said the accused’s mission 
was to set up base in Manipur or Mizo-
ram and radicalise Rohingya Muslims 
to fight the military in Myanmar.

Kushwah said the accused was in 
India for the past two months under 
fake identity of  Shumon Haq from 
Kishanganj of  Bihar and also had a 
fake voter identification card in the 
same name.

Rahman, who had been an opera-
tive of Al Qaeda for the last four years, 
had received a three-month arms train-
ing in Syria and fought in Alleppo, 
Kushwah said. Police also recovered 
a pistol and four cartridges from him.

The officer said that in the past two 
months the accused was in touch with 
different people from south India and 
West Bengal as well as Jammu and 
Kashmir.

“Initially he showed some interest 
in Kashmir and was talking to people 
over there. He wanted to know about 
the jihad happening in India but he 
didn’t take it forward,” Kushwah told 

IANS.
Kushwah said Rahman was previ-

ously working in Bangladesh and was 
jailed.

“He had radicalised around a doz-
en people in Bangladesh,” he said, de-
scribing him as a “hardcore terrorist”.

Rahman had visited Morocco, Tur-

key, Syria and Bangladesh for terrorist 
activities, police said.

After his release on bail from Bang-
ladesh in April, he got directions from 
his group and moved to India.

In July, police received information 
that a terrorist of Al Qaeda was trying 
to set up base in Delhi to carry out ter-
rorist activities in India.

On Sunday, police got another in-
put that he would come to Shakarpur 
to meet a probable recruit, following 
which police arrested him.

Police said that Rahman was in 
contact with members of  his group 
through Facebook, WhatsApp and 
Telegram. During the past two months, 
he stayed at various ‘Madrassas’ in 
Kishanganj of Bihar, Hazari Bagh of  
Jharkhand, Delhi and other places, ac-
cording to police.

It is believed that he was in touch 
with a number of youths to incite them 
to join Al Qaeda.

The officer said that Rahman’s 
father, hailing from Bangladesh, was 
a businessman in London and his 
brother and three sisters also worked 
in London. Rahman’s family owned a 
residence in central London, Kushwah 
said. 

Thousands of Rohingya Muslims 
have fled Myanmar and taken refuge 
in Bangladesh -- and some in India too 
-- to escape violence in the wake of a 
military crackdown.

New Delhi, Sep. 18 (PTI): 
To give a major boost to 
the ‘Swachh Bharat’ cam-
paign ahead of  October 2, 
the government has asked 
corporate houses to adopt 
districts to make its flagship 
initiative a big success, and 
has initiated compiling data 
regarding such corporate 
funding.

Noting that corporate 
houses can play a big role 
in the government’s ‘Clean 
India’ programme, an of-
ficial said, “They have the 
money power which can 
be dedicated to the social 
movement in a big way. 
These corporate houses 
can adopt districts of  their 

choice and make the central 
move a success.” 

The government is al-
ready in talks with corpo-
rate houses for such a pro-
posal, officials said.

While some corporate 
houses were doing their bit 
for the cleanliness drive, 
much more needed to be 
done, they said.

The government has 
also initiated the process of  
compiling data regarding 
corporate funding in the 
programme.

“A lot of  corporate 
houses are contributing fi-
nancially for cleanliness 
programme, but since it’s 
at various levels, the Centre 

has not yet been able to 
monitor the corporate fund-
ing, a proper compilation of  
date needs to be done,” the 
official said.

Meanwhile, water sup-
ply and sanitation secretary 
Parmeswaran Iyer, while 
addressing a ‘Swachhata 
Hi Seva’ (Cleanliness is 
Service) event, laid empha-
sis on bringing positive be-
havioural change in people 
to make the country open 
defecation free.

The ‘Swachhata Hi 
Seva’ campaign comes to 
an end on October 2.

Iyer also advocated a 
non-confrontational ap-
proach to achieve the sani-

tation objectives. He was 
responding to queries by 
volunteers, who narrated 
their experiences and prob-
lems faced by them while 
undertaking awareness 
campaign.  ‘Swachh Sena’ 
or the volunteers should 
remember that “the mo-
tive cannot be achieved by 
confrontation. There is a 
clear government directive 
that the goal needs to be 
achieved positively without 
going into confrontation,” 
Iyer added.

The government had on 
October 2, 2014 launched 
the ‘Swachh Bharat Ab-
hiyan’, or Clean India Cam-
paign, to promote sanitation.

New Delh i ,  Sep.  18 
(IANS): Rajni Kant Mishra 
will be the new chief  of  
the Sashastra Seema Bal 
(SSB), it was announced 
on Monday.

The decision was taken 
by the Appointments Com-
mittee of  the Cabinet.

Mishra, a 1984 batch 
Uttar Pradesh cadre IPS of-
ficer, will succeed Archana 
Ramasundaram, a 1980 
batch Tamil Nadu cadre 
IPS officer, who is set to 
retire on September 30.

Mishra, 58, a native 
of  Patna in Bihar, joined 
the Border Security Force 
(BSF) as Inspector General 
in 2012. 

He was appointed as 
Additional Director Gen-
eral of  the BSF in Novem-
ber 2014. 

He was recently ele-
vated to Special Director 
General rank in the BSF.

Mishra, a Master of  
Science, will hold the post 
till his superannuation on 
August 31, 2019, from 
the date of  assumption of  
charge of  the post or until 
further orders, according 
to an order from the De-
partment of  Personnel and 
Training.

Sundaram, who as-
sumed charges as the SSB 
chief  in 2016, earned the 
distinction of  being the first 
woman to head a para-mil-
itary force in the country.

A post-graduate in Eco-
nomics from the Rajasthan 
University, she worked as a 
lecturer before her appoint-
ment to the Indian Police 
Service (IPS).

New Delhi, Sep. 18 (IANS): The 
Janata Dal-United faction led by vet-
eran leader Sharad Yadav has declared 
invalid all decisions taken by Nitish 
Kumar as JD-U president, terming 
his election to the post as technically 
invalid.

The faction also elected Gujarat 
legislator Chhotubhai Vasava as JD-U 
Acting President, senior JD-U leader 
Arun Kumar Srivastava told reporters 
here on Monday.

“Whatever decisions Nitish Kumar 
has taken after being elected party 
President are invalid, because Nitish 
Kumar’s election itself is not valid,” he 
told IANS about the decisions taken 
at the National Executive meet on 
Sunday.

“It is so because the Electoral 
Officer of JD-U, Anil Hegde, was ap-
pointed in an Office Bearers meeting, 
though in fact only the National Execu-
tive can appoint Electoral Officer. So 
all the elections presided by Hegde are 
invalid,” he explained.

Asked why they were raising the 
issue after Nitish Kumar decided to 
align with the NDA, and had not done 
it earlier, Srivastava said a large section 
of JD-U members had protested and 
petitioned the Election Commission 
against Nitish Kumar’s election last 
year, but he and a few others did not 
raise the issue publicly despite their 
reservations.

“We did not fully condone his 

elevation, but did not raise the issue 
publicly. I raised it internally in the 
meetings...See, parties are not formed 
overnight, a lot of toil goes into it. And 
it is not a child’s play to break a party. 
But there is a limit to everything,” he 
said.

Srivastava said the party’s National 
Council, which is the “supreme deci-
sion making body”, is going to meet on 
October 8 and will make it clear which 
is the real JD-U.

To a query on all the Bihar JD-U 
MLAs and a majority of  party MPs 
siding with Nitish Kumar, Srivastava 
said: “The MLAs and MPs do not form 
the party organisation. They are just the 
crop of the party.”

“In the organisation, we are strong. 
A majority of state unit presidents, the 
National Executive and the National 
Council members are with us,” he 
added.

These are the same National Ex-
ecutive and National Council that 
were formed when Sharad Yadav was 
President, because Nitish Kumar did 
not form any party body, he said.

He alleged that the five state com-
mittees of  which the Nitish Kumar 
faction is claiming support -- Bihar, 
Jharkhnad, Kerala, Jammu and Kash-
mir and Dadra Nagar Haveli - have not 
been formed through fair elections but 
“by cheating”. 

A day after Nitish Kumar formally 
took over as JD-U President on Oc-

tober 16 last year, a number of party 
leaders staged a protest in New Delhi, 
demanding that the Election Commis-
sion declare the organisational election 
of the party as “null and void”.

Hundreds of  party workers had 
marched from Jantar Mantar to the EC 
office and submitted a memorandum 
alleging that party constitution was not 
followed in the organisational elections.

Interestingly, the press conference 
on Monday where Vasava’s elevation 
was announced, the JD-U’s ‘Arrow’ 
symbol was flaunted on its banner, 
though the case for the party symbol is 
being heard by the Election Commis-
sion where both the factions have given 
their representation.

“We have given another petition 
to the Election Commission on Friday 
(September 15). We have not received 
a communication regarding that from 
the EC so far. Our earlier petition was 
set aside by the EC on the grounds that 
it was not duly signed,” Srivastava said.

He insisted that the EC had not 
“rejected” their plea.

“We have sought some time from 
the EC to submit all the relevant docu-
ments. We will do that in due course,” 
he said. He said by going with the BJP-
led NDA, Nitish Kumar has only hurt 
himself more than anyone else.

“He (Nitish) was emerging as an 
alternate and an option at the national 
level. By merging with NDA he has lost 
all the prospects.

New Delh i ,  Sep.  18 
(IANS): The Supreme 
Court on Monday was told 
that Gurugram Bar As-
sociation has withdrawn 
its resolution asking its 
members not to represent 
accused officials of  Ryan 
Public School in the case of  
the death of Class 2 student 
Pradhyuman Thakur after 
the top court described the 
resolution as “erroneous 
in law”.

A s k i n g  t h e  S p e -
cial judge of  Gurugram 
to deal with the matter, 
the bench of  Chief  Jus-
tice Dipak Misra, Justice 
A.M.Khanwilkar and Jus-
tice D.Y.Chandrachud said 
that “tradition does not au-
thorises any bar association 
to pass such a resolution”.

“The tradition of  the 
Bar and the fundamental 
conception pertaining to 

access to justice does not 
permit any Bar Association 
to pass a resolution of  the 

nature that had been done. 
However, the solace is that 
after realising the fault, the 

Bar Association has with-
drawn the resolution. It is a 
redeeming act,” the bench 

said in its order.
Referring to the assur-

ance of the GBA that none 
of its members would create 
any kind of  hindrance or 
obstruction for the smooth 
hearing of the case by spe-
cial judge dealing with cases 
under POCSO Act, the top 
court said: “Despite the 
aforesaid assurance we are 
obliged to direct that none 
of the members of the Bar 
shall create any kind of  
impediment in the ingress 
and regress of any counsel 
representing the petitioner.”

Making it clear in no 
uncertain terms, the court 
said in its order, “...It shall 
be the responsibility of  the 
office bearers of  the Bar 
to see to it that the order is 
complied with in entirety 
because any deviation shall 
be seriously dealt with.”

The court stressed that 

“an accused, whatever the 
offence may be, has the 
inherent right to be repre-
sented by a counsel of  his 
choice”.

Taking note of the Gu-
rugram Bar Association 
withdrawing its resolution, 
the court disposed of  peti-
tion by Francis Thomas, 
the arrested north zone ad-
ministrator of Ryan Public 
School, seeking the transfer 
of  trial from Gurugram to 
Delhi.

The court said that trial 
in the matter would contin-
ue in Gurugram court itself. 

S e n i o r  c o u n s e l 
K.T.S.Tulsi, appearing for 
Thomas, had mentioned 
the matter for an early hear-
ing on September 13, telling 
the court that the defence 
lawyers going from Delhi 
also faced hostility in the 
Sohna court.

Chennai, Sep. 18 (IANS): 
Tamil Nadu Speaker P. 
Dhanapal on Monday dis-
qualified 18 MLAs owing 
allegiance to the AIADMK 
faction led by T.T.V. Di-
nakaran, effectively giving 
Chief  Minister E. Palan-
iswami a majority in the 
Assembly.

Assembly Secretary K. 
Boopathy said that after 
the disqualification under 
the Tamil Nadu Legislative 
Assembly (Disqualification 
on Ground of  Defection) 
Rules 1986, the 18 ceased 
to be MLAs from Monday.

With this, the effective 
strength of the 234-member 
House (where late Chief  
Minister J. Jayalalithaa’s 
seat remains vacant) has 
come down to 215. And 
against a half-way mark 
of  109, the Chief  Minister 
claims to enjoy the support 
of  114 MLAs.

The DMK and its allies 
have 98 members.

The disqualified MLAs 
are: Thanga Tamilselvan, 
R. Murugan, Cho. Mariap-
pan Kennedy, K. Kathika-
mu, C. Jayanthi Padmana-
bhan, P. Palaniappan, V. 
Senthil Balaji, S. Muthiah, 
P. Vetrivel, N.G. Parthiban, 
M. Kothandapani, T.A. 
Elumalai, M. Rengasamy, 
R. Thangadurai, R. Balas-
ubramani, ‘Ethirkottai’ 
S.G. Subramanian, R. Sun-
dararaj and K. Uma Ma-
heshwari.

Though notices were 
issued by the Speaker 
initially to 19 AIADMK 
MLAs who took sides with 
Dinakaran, one of  them, 
S.T.K. Jakkaiyan, shifted 
his loyalty to the Chief  
Minister.

The 18 MLAs have nei-
ther quit their party mem-
bership nor joined another 
political party, grounds 
on which an MLA can be 
disqualified. 

Reacting to the devel-
opment, Dinakaran told re-
porters that they would file 
a case against the Speaker’s 

action. “Justice will tri-
umph. Betrayal will never 
win.”

H i s  l oya l i s t  M L A 
Thanga Tamilselvan said 
in Kodagu in Karnataka, 
where the MLAs are stay-
ing in a resort, that they 
were 100 per cent confident 
that they would get justice 
in courts. 

They would not rest 
till the Chief  Minister was 
removed, he said. 

Last week, senior law-
yer Kapil Sibal, who ap-
peared for the DMK on 
a petition seeking an im-
mediate floor test in the 
Assembly, told the Ma-
dras High Court that he 
feared the Speaker could 
disqualify these MLAs 
and conduct a floor test to 
facilitate Palaniswami to 
prove his legislative ma-
jority.

The opposition parties 
have been demanding that 
the government should 
prove its majority on the 
floor of  the house after 19 
legislators asked the Gov-
ernor to initiate the proc-
ess to install a new Chief  
Minister.

DMK leader  M.K. 
Stalin told the media on 
Monday that the Speaker’s 
action amounted to “cruel 
murder” of  democracy 
and was an attempt by the 
Chief  Minister to take a 
short cut to prove his ma-
jority in the Assembly.

The decision was a re-
sult of  the “collaboration” 
between the Speaker and 
the Chief  Minister, he said.

T h e  M a d r a s  H i g h 
Court had ordered that 
a floor test should not be 
held till September 20 for 
Palaniswami to prove his 
legislative majority.

Stalin had claimed ear-
lier that the Palaniswami 
government has lost ma-
jority support after the 
legislators belonging to 
Dinakaran group with-
drew their support to Pal-
aniswami.

Bhubaneswar, Sep. 18 
(IANS): Normal life was 
affected across Odisha on 
Monday as the ruling Biju 
Janata Dal (BJD) observed 
a five-hour strike to protest 
the hike in petrol and diesel 
prices.

The strike was in effect 
from 7 a.m. to 12 noon.

Bus and other vehicles 
remained off  the road at 

several places while railway 
services were also affected as 
BJD activists staged protests 
at several railway stations.

Commercial establish-
ments also remained closed 
as the ruling party protested 
the rising prices of  petrol, 
diesel and cooking gas 
across block and district 
headquarters on Monday.

School children and 

office-goers bore the brunt 
of  the strike as protest-
ers blocked roads in Bhu-
baneswar and other parts of  
the state.

The state government is-
sued an advisory to close all 
schools and colleges in view 
of  the strike. The schools 
conducting examinations 
have been asked to conduct 
the same on some other day.

Holding BJD placards, 
the party workers also burnt 
tyres in most traffic intersec-
tions in the capital, bringing 
road transport to a grinding 
halt.

“The BJD has taken to 
streets today against the fuel 
price hike imposed on con-
sumers by the Petroleum 
Ministry at a time when the 
price of  crude oil has de-
creased in the international 
market,” said BJD spokes-
person Sanjay Dasburma. 

“The consumers are suf-
fering while private oil com-
panies in the country are 
earning crores,” he added. 

BJD’s Rajya Sabha 
member Prasanna Acharya 
said fuel prices in India are 
among the highest in the 
South Asian region, despite 
the neighbouring countries 
depending on the same 
sources for crude oil.

Countering BJD alle-
gations, Bharatiya Janata 
Party (BJP) leader Prithviraj 
Harichandan said the state 
government should write to 
the central government to 
bring petroleum products 
in the ambit of Goods and 
Services Tax (GST) so that 
the fuel prices come down.

PTI

Students arrive at Gurugram’s Ryan Interna onal School which re-opened on Monday a er 10 days of 
closure following the murder of an eight-year-old boy inside a toilet of the school. 

AP/PTI

Biju Janata Dal (BJD) supporters block roads during their state-wide strike against fuel price hike,  in Bhu-
baneswar on Monday.

PTI

Suspected Al Qaeda operative Shoman Haq 
being shown to the media in New Delhi on 
Monday, a day a er he was arrested by the 
Delhi Police. 
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United States President Donald Trump, center, speaks while United Na ons Secretary-General Antonio 
Guterres, le , and U.S. Ambassador to the United Na ons Nikki Haley watch during the United Na ons 
General Assembly at U.N. headquarters, Monday, Sept. 18, 2017. 

Brexit rows expose UK Cabinet 
tensions; Brexit dept head leaves

Nawaz’s wife wins key seat, 
PTI wants result withheld

Turkey starts military drill near 
Iraq ahead of Kurdish vote

Scrapping n-deal will be clear 
breach, says Iran’s Rouhani

Police questions London Tube blast suspects

Suicide bombers kill 
15 in northeast Nigeria

415,000 Rohingyas have crossed into Bangladesh: UN
People’s tribunal in Malaysia begins hearing on atrocities against Rohingyas

Bureaucracy and mismanagement 
holding UN back, says Trump

London, Sep. 18 (PTI): One of Brit-
ain’s senior-most Brexit officials was 
today shunted to the Cabinet Office 
after just over a year in the job, in 
what marks the latest row to hit the 
UK government’s divorce from the 
European Union.

Oliver Robbins has been moved 
to 10 Downing Street from the De-
partment for Exiting the European 
Union (DexEU) to take on a new 
“coordinating” role, which will see 
him work more closely with Prime 
Minister Theresa May.

“In order to strengthen cross 
government coordination of  the 
next phase of negotiations with the 
European Union, the Prime Min-
ister has appointed Oliver Robbins 
as her EU Adviser in the Cabinet 
Office, in addition to his role as EU 
Sherpa,” a DexEU statement said.

“He will continue to lead the 
official-side UK team in the nego-
tiations, working closely with the 
Secretary of  State for Exiting the 
European Union, and coordinate 
relations with the European Com-
mission and Member States,” it 
noted.

However, the main reason be-
hind the shift is being attributed to 
tensions between him and Brexit 
secretary David Davis.

The change at the top of  the 
Brexit pecking order within govern-

ment is also being seen as a way 
for May to take on greater control 
of  the negotiations after days of  
rows over the issue within her own 
Cabinet.

The latest set of wrangles were 
triggered over the weekend with a 
4,000-word article by UK foreign 
secretary Boris Johnson reviving his 
claims that the country’s National 
Health Service (NHS) would be 350 
million pounds a week richer as a 
result of Brexit.

While this figure has come under 
dispute since he first used it during 
the Vote Leave campaign in the lead 
up to the EU referendum last year, 
his decision to re-open the debate is 
being widely seen as a blatant lead-
ership challenge to Theresa May by 
trying to take centre-stage within the 
Brexit debate.

“Once we have settled our ac-
counts, we will take back control 
of  roughly 350 million pounds 
per week. It would be a fine thing, 
as many of  us have pointed out, 
if  a lot of  that money went on 
the NHS,” he wrote in The Daily 
Telegraph.

The article, in which Johnson 
also said he opposed paying the EU 
to secure temporary access to the 
single market during a transitional 
phase after the UK’s departure, di-
vided Conservative party MPs with 

many claiming it undermined May’s 
leadership ahead of  a crucial EU 
speech scheduled for later this week 
in Florence, Italy.

Many are reportedly calling on 
May to sack her foreign secretary 
over this intervention.

While UK home secretary Am-
ber Rudd accused her Cabinet col-
league of being a Brexit “back-seat 
driver”, defence minister Tobias 
Ellwood warned his party of grow-
ing discord with his tweet: “We are 
not witnessing our finest hour-at a 
testing time when poise, purpose and 
unity are called for.

“Debate should be forward look-
ing on how to make most of life out-
side EU not refighting referendum.” 

Meanwhile, a parallel row broke 
out between Johnson and the chair 
of  the UK’s Statistics Authority, 
David Norgrove, who wrote a letter 
to contest the minister’s claims: “I 
am surprised and disappointed that 
you have chosen to repeat the figure 
of 350 million pounds per week, in 
connection with the amount that 
might be available for extra public 
spending when we leave the Euro-
pean Union.” 

The authority warned that the 
article “confused” the size of  the 
UK’s annual gross and net contribu-
tions to the EU’s budget and also 
assumes that payments currently 

made to the UK by the EU, includ-
ing for example for the support of  
agriculture and scientific research, 
will not be paid by the UK govern-
ment when it leaves.

“It is a clear misuse of  official 
statistics,” he said.

Johnson’s reply was equally 
harsh: “I must say that I was sur-
prised and disappointed by your 
letter of today, since it was based on 
what appeared to be a wilful distor-
tion of the text of my article.

“You say that I claim that there 
would be 350 million pound that 
‘might be available for extra public 
spending’ when we leave the EU. 
This is a complete misrepresentation 
of what I said and I would like you 
to withdraw it.” 

The Opposition parties are hav-
ing a field day with the ruling Con-
servatives internal chaos, with Lib-
eral Democrat leader Vince Cable 
saying Johnson s credibility had been 
“shot to pieces”.

Keir Starmer, Labour s shadow 
Brexit secretary, said it all smacked 
of “chaos”.

“Moving key individuals at this 
critical time adds a whole new di-
mension to the government s chaotic 
approach to Brexit. Deep divisions 
in the Cabinet and a complete lack 
of leadership are putting the national 
interest at risk,” he said.

Islamabad, Sep. 18 (IANS): 
Ousted Pakistani Prime 
Minister Nawaz Sharif ’s 
wife Kulsoom Nawaz has 
won the parliamentary seat 
vacated by her husband, the 
unofficial result on Monday 
showed, amid the PTI can-
didate -- who came second 
-- alleging manipulation of  
the result.

The National Assembly 
seat in Lahore, the capital of  
Punjab province, fell vacant 
after the country’s top court 
removed Nawaz Sharif  as 
Prime Minister over corrup-
tion charges in July.

Kulsoom Nawaz had 
so far secured 61,745 votes 
while her main rival, Yas-
meen Rashid of  the Paki-
stan Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTI), 
bagged 47,099 votes, an 
election official told media 
persons. The vote count was 
still on although Kulsoom 
Nawaz was unlikely to be 
defeated. 

PTI’s Rashid told report-
ers in Lahore that “we had 
pointed out the discrepan-
cies in the votes when the 
election was announced and 
we have so far submitted 
25 petitions with the ECP 
against these discrepancies.” 

“I am the one who has 
suffered this. We were not 
given a level-playing field by 
the ECP,” she alleged.

Vowing to take the top 
electoral body to court, 
Rashid said her party want-
ed to know what action the 
ECP took over numerous 
violations of its code of con-
duct by the Pakistan Muslim 
League-Nawaz (PML-N). 

“We will not back out 
until our petitions in the 
ECP are settled. I’m going to 
take the ECP to court,” she 
threatened.

Sheikh Azhar Hussain, 
an independent candidate, 
got 7,130 votes and was 
third in the contest, which 
assumed importance after 
Sharif ’s disqualification. 
The total voter turnout in the 
election was 39.42 per cent.

Faisal Mir of  the main 
opposition Pakistan Peo-
ples Party got only 1,414 
votes. Punjab is considered 
the power base of  Nawaz 
Sharif ’s Pakistan Muslim 
League (PML-N).

Commenting on the by-
election results, Pakistan 
Peoples Party (PPP) leader 
Asif Ali Zardari said in Pe-
shawar that “it was a story of  
conflicting interests and, as it 
happened, Maryam Nawaz 
revealed everything in her 
thanks-giving speech”.

Official results will be 
announced by the Election 
Commission in a couple of  
days. Kulsoom Nawaz, cur-
rently under treatment in a 
London hospital for cancer, 
was grateful to the voters, 
her daughter Maryam Na-
waz said in a speech to thou-
sands of cheering supporters 
after it became known that 
her mother was on the road 
to victory.

Maryam Nawaz, who 
had led the election cam-
paign for her mother, told 
supporters that people had 
rejected those who wanted 
“conspiracies and chaos” in 
Pakistan. 

Ankara, Sep. 18 (IANS): Turkey started a 
military drill near the border with Iraq on 
Monday, Turkish General Staff  said in a 
written statement.

The drill comes just a week before the 
Iraqi Kurdistan independence referendum 
on September 25, which was strongly op-
posed by the Turkish government, Xinhua 
reported.

In the brief  statement on its website, 
the Turkish Armed Forces said exercises 
have begun in the Silopi and Habur areas of  
southeastern Sanliurfa province.

The area sits to the north of the Syrian 
and Iraqi borders and contains the Habur 

border crossing, which provides the Kurdish 
Regional Government with its main access 
point to the outside world.

The statement also said the drill is part 
of Turkey’s anti-terror operations launched 
in the border region.

In a televised interview last Friday, Turk-
ish President Recep Tayyip Erdogan said 
KRG’s independence referendum is “very 
wrong” and Turkey would not allow any 
moves that would threaten Iraq’s territorial 
integrity.  Erdogan will meet Iraqi Prime 
Minister Haider al-Abadi in New York at the 
upcoming UN meetings, in a bid to discuss 
efforts to end the referendum.

New York, Sep. 18 (IANS): Iranian 
President Hassan Rouhani has warned 
that the United States potential with-
drawal from a multilateral nuclear deal 
with Iran would constitute a clear non-
performance of contractual obligations 
by Washington.

Speaking at a meeting of  Iranian 
expatriates in New York, where he is 
to attend the 72nd session of the UN 
General Assembly (UNGA), President 
Rouhani said Iran would give “the due 
response” to any such violation of the 
Joint Comprehensive Plan of  Action 
(JCPOA).

“Withdrawing from the JCPOA 
would mean trampling on a clear po-
litical obligation that a government has. 
This is nothing to be proud of,” Press 
TV cited Rouhani as saying on Sunday.

He said Iranian people have always 
lived up to their word throughout history 
but added that Iran would honour its 
obligations under the JCPOA as long as 
the other side honours its.

“We will never initiate a violation of  
the international agreement, but if  the 
other side wishes to assault the rights of  
the Iranian people, Iran will certainly 
give the due response,” the Iranian Presi-
dent said.

The JCPOA was struck in July 2015, 

after some 22 months of negotiations be-
tween Iran and six other countries. Iran 
agreed under the deal to apply certain 
limits to its nuclear programme, and its 
partners -- the US, Russia, China, Ger-
many, France, and Britain -- agreed in 
return to terminate a series of sanctions 
against Tehran, including those unilater-
ally imposed by individual countries.

When the presidency in the US 
switched to the incumbent, Donald 
Trump, a year after the implementation 
of the Iran deal had begun, his adminis-
tration started actively seeking a pretext 
to withdraw.

It has found none, but has neverthe-
less signalled that it may not offer to 
the US Congress verification of Iranian 
compliance necessary to renew waiv-
ers of  unilateral, American sanctions 
against Iran at a next deadline in mid-
October. 

The Congress would then have 60 
days to decide whether to continue to 
waive the sanctions, although it would 
be unlikely to do so without a White 
House verification. In New York, Presi-
dent Rouhani said “whether the US is 
happy or worried”, the JCPOA is to 
stay in political history as a sign of how 
complex international issues can be 
resolved via dialog. 

London, Sep. 18 (PTI): Scot-
land Yard’s counter-terrorism 
officers today stepped up their 
investigation into the “bucket 
bomb” on a London Under-
ground train and continued 
questioning the two suspects 
arrested in connection with last 
week’s blast that left 30 people 
wounded.

The identities of the 18-year-
old and 21-year-old, being held 
on suspicion of  terrorism of-
fences, are yet to be officially 
revealed but it has emerged 
that both are refugees who had 
lived in the same foster home 
in Sunbury, Surrey, south-east 
England, which has been the 
focal point of police raids and 
searches over the weekend.

The younger man arrested 
at Dover ferry port on Saturday 
morning is an Iraqi refugee and 
the 21-year-old arrested later in 
the day has been named locally 
as Yahyah Farroukh, a Syrian 
refugee fostered by the same 
elderly couple from Sunbury 
Penelope and Ronald Jones.

With the arrest of the sus-
pects, the UK Home Secretary 
Amber Rudd announced that 
the country’s terror treat level, 
which had been raised to its 

highest at “critical”, would be 
lowered back to “severe” as 
“sufficient progress has been 
made” into the investigation.

“There is still much more to 
do but this greater clarity and 
this progress has led JTAC the 
independent body that assess 
threat to come to the judge-
ment that an attack is no longer 
imminent,” said Metropolitan 
Police Assistant Commissioner 
Mark Rowley, the UK s Na-
tional Lead for Counter- Ter-
rorism Policing.

“The military support we 
have had in place under Op-
eration Temperer will start to 
phase out as we move through 
the coming week,” he said.

Farroukh was stopped by 
Metropolitan Police officers 
outside a fried chicken shop 
in the Hounslow area of west 
London on Saturday night, 
where searches are still ongo-
ing. Officers were also search-
ing an address understood to 
be Farroukh’s current home in 
Stanwell, Surrey, close to Hea-
throw airport. The Joneses have 
been respected foster parents 
for almost 40 years and looked 
after up to 300 children, includ-
ing eight refugees.

Of  the other suspect, he 
added: “I think it is widely 
known that this person who 
lives at (the Stanwell) property 
was a former foster child at the 
property which was raided”.

According to a Facebook 
profile thought to belong to Far-
roukh, he is originally from Da-
mascus, in Syria, and studied 
English for speakers of  other 
languages at West Thames col-
lege, near the Stanwell property.

The profile also claims that 
he worked for an events com-
pany in London.

Meanwhile, CCTV footage 
has emerged of a man in a red 
cap in Sunbury carrying a Lidl 
supermarket bag, similar to the 
one the improvised explosive 
device was hidden in when it 
exploded on a Tube train in 
west London’s Parsons Green 
station on September 15 morn-
ing, injuring 30 people.

The man was seen on cam-
era leaving a house which po-
lice later searched. A key aspect 
of the investigation has focused 
on CCTV, with officers comb-
ing through footage to establish 
who planted the device, and 
when and where it was placed 
on the train. 

Kano, Sep. 18 (PTI/AFP): 
At least 15 people were killed 
today when suicide bombers 
attacked an aid distribution 
point in northeast Nigeria, 
in the latest suspected strike 
by Boko Haram insurgents 
against civilians.

The blasts occurred in 
the Konduga area, about 40 
kilometres from the Borno 
state capital, Maiduguri, 
both of  which have been 
repeatedly targeted by the 
jihadist group.

On August 16, at least 28 
people were killed and more 
than 80 injured when three 
female suicide bombers 
detonated their explosives 
outside a camp for displaced 
persons in Konduga.

A rescue worker said 
the first blast on Monday 
happened at 11:10 am in the 
village of  Mashalari. “(It) 
killed 15 people and left 43 
others injured,” he told AFP.

“It happened during aid 
distribution by an NGO, 
when people had gathered 
to receive donations,” he 
said, speaking on condition 
of anonymity.

“Twelve minutes later, 
another bomber struck, but 
luckily only she died.” 

The rescue worker said 
both bombers were women 
but did not specify which 
NGO was distributing aid.

Northeast Nigeria is in 
the grip of a humanitarian 
crisis caused by the Islamist 
Boko Haram insurgency, 
which has left at least 20,000 
people dead and displaced 
more than 2.6 million since 
2009.

The violence has dev-
astated farming, leading to 
chronic food shortages and 
leaving hundreds of  thou-
sands of people on the brink 
of starvation and dependent 
on aid agencies for help.

Babakura Kolo, from the 
Civilian Joint Task Force, a 
militia assisting the military 
with security against Boko 
Haram, confirmed the res-
cue worker’s account.

“We have dispatched out 
team to the scene,” he said.

Nigeria’s military and 
government maintains that 
Boko Haram is a spent force 
as a result of  a sustained 
counter- insurgency cam-
paign over the last two years.

But continued attacks, 
particularly in hard-to-reach 
rural areas of Borno, suggest 
claims of  outright victory 

Dhaka, Sep. 18 (IANS): The UN 
office in Bangladesh on Monday 
said that around 415,000 mem-
bers of  the Muslim Rohingya 
minority community have crossed 
into the country from Myanmar 
over the last three weeks.

Around 3,000 more people 
had arrived since Sunday, and 
Monday saw a smaller number 
of boats carrying Rohingyas trav-
elling to Bangladesh compared 
to the previous days, the Inter-
Sectoral Coordination Group said 
in its latest report.

“Cross-border movement on 
September 17 was noted to be 
slower than on previous days. 
Smaller numbers of  people re-
portedly arrived in Cox’s Bazar by 
boats,” Efe news cited the group’s 
report as saying.

It added that around 225,000 
refugees -- 8,000 more than Sun-
day -- were living in spontaneous 
shelters, around 161,000 -- 3,000 
more than the day before -- were 
in pre-existing camps and another 
29,000 Rohingyas were housed in 
host communities.

“There is an increase in inter-
nal mobility within Cox’s Bazar, 

new arrivals are reported to be 
moving from spontaneous settle-
ments to makeshift settlements,” 
the report said.

Around 415,000 Rohingyas 
have fled to Bangladesh since Au-
gust 25, in the wake of a violent 
military offensive launched after 

Rohingya rebels attacked police 
posts. 

The UN office in Bangladesh 
believes the number of refugees in 
Bangladesh could double in the 
coming weeks. It earlier said the 
armed offensive could be consid-
ered “ethnic cleansing”.

Kuala Lumpur, Sep. 18 (IANS): As 
thousands of Rohingya Muslims flee 
persecution in their country, an inter-
national peoples tribunal on alleged 
atrocities and state crimes against 
the Rohingya, Kachins and other 
ethnic minority groups in Myanmar 
began its hearing from Monday 
in Malaysia. The convener of  the 
opinion tribunal is the Rome-based 
Permanent People’s Tribunal (PPT), 
an international public opinion tri-
bunal that operates independent of  
state authorities.

The purpose of the tribunal is to 
“expose” the alleged inhuman treat-
ment to Rohingyas and push to stop 
the crimes. It will hear victims from 
the Myanmar ethnic communities, 
record their testimonies on their 
experiences in a court-like setting.

The process will be similar to a 
hearing, with the Myanmar ethnic 
groups testifying before a seven-jury 
member in Kuala Lumpur from Sep-
tember 18-22 at Universiti Malaya’s 
Faculty of Law.

India jurist Bellur Narayanas-
wamy SriKrishna, a retired Supreme 
Court judge, was to be part of  the 
jury but he could not come.

On September 22, the tribunal 
will make a conclusion based on oral 
testimonies on the atrocities and give 
findings to the United Nation’s Fact 

Finding Mission that was tasked to 
send its official to Yangon.

The findings are not legally bind-
ing and cannot be enforced by law.

On March 6 and 7 this year a 
similar tribunal was held in Lon-
don which concluded that the UN 
and Asean had to take swift action 
against Myanmar to stop the crimes 
against minorities groups. Since it 
was set up in 1979, PPT has held 
hearings on collective human rights 
violations around the world.

The Rohingya, a stateless mostly 
Muslim minority in Buddhist-major-
ity Rakhine, have long experienced 
persecution in Myanmar, which calls 
them illegal immigrants.

Rights groups accused the My-
anmar military of burning Rohingya 
villages, raping women. But the 
Army said it was responding to at-
tacks by militants and has denied 
targeting civilians. According to the 
UN, 391,000 Rohingya refugees 
have arrived in Bangladesh since 
violence broke out in western My-
anmar’s Rakhine state on August 25. 

The current humanitarian crisis 
began following an attack by the in-
surgent Arakan Rohingya Salvation 
Army (ARSA) on police and mili-
tary posts in the northwestern state 
of Rakhine that had led to a violent 
offensive by the Myanmar Army.

United Nations, Sep. 18 
(PTI): President Donald 
Trump today blamed “bu-
reaucracy and mismanage-
ment” for the UN’s failure 
to reach its full potential 
and sought reforms in the 
“outdated systems” of  the 
world body to better serve 
the people.

In his maiden appear-
ance as the US president at 
the UN with the focus on 
making it effective and ef-
ficient, Trump insisted that 
the world body can be better 
at development, manage-
ment, peace and security.

“The United Nations 
was founded on truly noble 
goals.

These include affirm-
ing the dignity and worth 
of  the human person and 
striving for international 
peace. The UN has helped 
advance these goals in so 
many ways,” said Trump, 
who chaired a special meet-
ing on ‘Reforming the Unit-
ed Nations’ which was also 
attended by External Affairs 
Minister Sushma Swaraj.

Trump, who was accom-
panied by US Ambassador 
to the UN Nikki Haley, said, 
“in recent years the UN has 
not reached its full potential, 
because of bureaucracy and 
mismanagement.” 

“While the UN on a 

regular budget has increased 
by 140 per cent, and its staff  
has more than doubled since 
2000, we are not seeing the 
results in line with this in-
vestment. But I know that 
under the Secretary Gen-
eral, that’s changing and it’s 
changing fast. And we’ve 
seen it,” he said.

Commending Secretary 
General Antonio Guterres 
and his call for the UN to 
focus more on people and 
less on bureaucracy, Trump 
sought a United Nations 
that regains the trust of the 
people around the world.

“In order to achieve this, 
the United Nations must 
hold every level of manage-
ment accountable, protect 
whistle-blowers and focus 
on results rather than on 
process,” he said.

“To honour the people 
of  our nations, we must 
ensure that no one and no 
member state shoulders a 
disproportionate share of  
the burden, and that’s mili-
tarily or financially.

“We also ask that every 
peacekeeping mission have 
clearly defined goals and 
metrics for evaluating suc-
cess. They deserve to see the 
value in the United Nations, 
and it is our job to show it to 
them,” he said.

He encouraged the UN 

chief to fully use his author-
ity to cut through the bu-
reaucracy, reform outdated 
systems, and make firm de-
cisions to advance the UN’s 
core mission.

He also encouraged all 
member states to look at 
ways to take bold stands at 
the United Nations with an 
eye toward changing busi-
ness as usual and not being 
beholden to ways of the past 
which were not working.

India has welcomed the 
initiative to reform the UN, 
but it insists that these be 
“broad-based and all-en-
compassing” and the chang-
es should not be restricted to 
its Secretariat only.

“We feel that reforms 
need to be much more 
broad-based.

You cannot have reform 
only of the Secretariat. Re-
forms cannot side step issues 
related to governance of UN 
bodies,” India’s Permanent 
Representative to the UN 
Syed Akbaruddin told re-
porters at a news conference 
last week. 

He said that India is in 
touch with countries that 
are pro-reforms. “Winds of  
change are blowing globally 
so therefore UN cannot be 
left aside. So, reform is a 
major issue in the UN,” the 
Indian envoy added.

AP/PTI

Rohingya Muslims, who crossed over from Myanmar into Bangladesh, stretch their 
arms out to collect food items distributed by aid agencies near Balukhali refugee 
camp, Bangladesh, Monday, Sept. 18, 2017. 
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Lorde opens up about her career struggles
Singer Lorde felt pressured to take on “everybody’s voice” with her debut album “Pure 
Heroine” because she was credited as being the “teenaged perspective”.The 20-year-
old singer, whose full name is Ella Marija Lani Yelich-O’Connor, has said that when 
she released her first LP at the age of 16, she felt overwhelmed because she was hailed 
as the “teenaged perspective”, a title she felt she was too young to be associated with, 
reports femalefirst.co.uk. Speaking to Vogue Australia for its October issue, she said: 
“People decided I was the teenaged perspective, and I was like: ‘Ah, I’m just one kid! 
I can’t be everybody’s voice, you know?’ The “Royals” hitmaker revealed last year, 
when she turned 19, that her entire world was “up in the air” and became “really 
crazy”, as she split from her boyfriend James Lowe, and moved out.  Although the 
musician felt she was “totally having (her) mind blown”, she channelled those “new 
things” in her life into her music. (IANS)

69th Emmy Awards 
Nicole Kidman wins 
her first Emmy Award

Lena Waithe makes 
history with her 
comedy writing win

11 am 8 pm:  Simran 2 pm: Patel Ki Punjab Shadi 5 pm: Mission China

TICKET RATES
Silver Rs. 80
Gold Rs. 150

HILL STAR 
Movie Schedule

Hill Star is thrilled to announce 
its valued HillStarCinema 

fans that the hall is now live at 
BookMyShowIN You can now 

BUY tickets online! 

Rolling Stone magazine up for sale after 50 years

Birthday Greetings

S
terling K Brown on Mon-
day created history by 
becoming the first Afri-
can American to win the 
best actor drama Emmy 

awards in 19 years for his perform-
ance as Randall Pearson on NBC’s 
breakout hit “This Is Us”.

The last African-American 
actor to win the award was Andre 
Braugher, in 1998, for his role in 
“Homicide: Life on the Street”.

“I just want to say Mr 
Braugher, whether at Stanford 
University or on this Emmy stage, 
it is my supreme honour to follow 
in your steps,” Brown said, paying 
tributes to his predecessor.

He also gave a shout out to his 
reel family.

“Milo, Mandy, Justin, Chrissy 
you are the best white TV family 

that a brother has ever had. Better 
than Mr Drummond, better than 
them white folks at Webster,” he 
added. Brown was elated with his 
win and had a long list of people to 
thank, but sadly, the TV Academy 
played him off mid-speech and ap-
peared to turn off his microphone 
as well. “You can play. You can 
play,” the actor said to the Emmys’ 
house band. “Nobody got that 
loud music.” 

After his mic was turned off, 
the 41 year-old actor tried to finish 
his speech to the cheers of the 
Microsoft Theater audience, but 
the attempt proved unsuccessful, 
reported Variety.

A reporter backstage asked the 
actor if he would like to finish his 
acceptance speech and he happily 
obliged.

“I wanted to thank our writ-
ers. A show doesn’t get 7 acting 
nominations without some epic, 
beautiful, thoughtful writing. You 
guys are our life’s blood, so I want 
to thank you so much. To our pro-
ducers and directors... I thank you 
for your guidance and friendship.

Brown becomes the fourth 
black actor to ever win in that 
category; Bill Cosby took the 
award home in 1966 and 1968 
for “I Spy”; James Earl Jones 
won in 1991 after playing the title 
character in “Gabriel’s Fire” and 
Braugher in 1998.

This was the second Emmys 
win for the 41-year-old actor, who 
took home a supporting-actor tro-
phy last year for his breakout role 
in Ryan Murphy’s “The People v 
O J Simpson”, which helped turn 

him into a house-
hold name.

PTI

L
ena Waithe 
made his-
tory at 
the 69th 
Prime-

time Emmy awards 
by becoming a first 
black woman to win 
for comedy writing.

Waithe won the 
award for co-writing 
the “Thanksgiving” 
episode of “Master of  
None” with series co-crea-
tor and star, Aziz Ansari. 
Waithe has also had a recurring 
role on the Netflix comedy.

The critically acclaimed episode 
was based on her experience of  
coming out as a lesbian.

In her acceptance speech 
Waithe called out the importance of  
diversity in entertainment industry.

“The things that make us differ-
ent those are our superpowers,” she 
said,.

She made special mention of  
her “LGBTQIA family” and urged 
viewers who feel outside of the 
mainstream to don a superhero 
cape every day “and go out there 
and conquer the world. It would not 
be as beautiful as it is if we weren’t 
in it.” 

Talking about her win back-
stage, the actor-writer said, “It 
means a lot to me to be a first. It 
says that it’s possible. I hope it gives 
other funny women of colour an 
opportunity because this door has 
now been opened. Give women of  
colour a seat at the table and if you 
do that, you get one of these!” 

Waithe is about to launch an 
autobiographical Showtime series, 
“The Chi,” about her coming of age 
years in Chicago. 

She is also developing other TV 
projects.

PTI

R
iz Ahmed has 
become the first 
man of Asian 
descent to win 
an acting award 

at the Emmys, according 
to a media report. He 

is a British actor of  
Pakistani descent.

The two actors 
of Asian descent 
who have won at the 
Emmys earlier are 
British-Indian Archie 
Panjabi in 2010 for 
“The Good Wife” 

and Iranian-Amer-
ican actress Shohreh 

Aghdashloo in 2009 
for “House of Saddam”, 

reported independent.co.uk.
Riz won at the 69th Emmy 

Awards here on Sunday in the Out-
standing Lead Actor in a Limited 
Series or Movie category for his 
role in “The Night Of”. 

He plays Nasir “Naz” Khan, 
a Pakistani/Iranian-American col-

lege student accused of murdering 
a young woman, in a show which 
partly examines the brutal effects 
of racism within the criminal 
justice system.

“I want to say it is 
always strange reaping 
the rewards of a story 
based on real world 
suffering,” Ahmed said in his ac-
ceptance speech.

“But if this show has shown a 
light on some of the prejudice in 
our societies, xenophobia, some of  
the injustice in our justice system, 
then maybe that is something.”

Commenting on diversity in 
showbiz, Riz said during a back-
stage interaction: “I don’t know if  
any one person’s win of an award, 
or one person snagging one role, or 
one person doing very well changes 
something, that’s a systemic issue... 
I think that’s something that hap-
pens slowly over time.

“In terms of the US and the 
UK, I’m really proud to be a 
Londoner. I’m really proud to be 

from the UK. I’m also really 
aware that actors of colour 
often have more opportunity 
in the US, but I think ultimate-

ly now we see 
that TV in 
particular 
is a global 
medium. 

“People are stream-
ing shows or watching them all 
around the world. Hopefully 
we’ll see a globalization of our 
storytelling.”

The 2017 Emmys proved 
to be a welcome change for 
people of colour. 

IANS

“
Atlanta’s” Donald 
Glover accepted the 
Emmy for lead actor in 
a comedy series as well 
as best directing for a 

comedy series, making him the 
first African-American to win in 
the directing category.

The show, created by 
Glover, is about two cousins 
navigating their way in the 
Atlanta rap scene in an effort to 
improve their lives and the lives 
of their families.

In his acceptance speech 
the writer-actor took a dig at 
US President Donald Trump 
thanking him “for making black 
people number one on the most 
oppressed list.” 

“He’s probably the reason 
I’m up here,” he said.

While onstage, Glover also 
thanked his family including 
his unborn son and his partner 
Michelle: “You love me no mat-
ter how crazy I get.” He also 
thanked “Atlanta” director and 
producer Hiro Murai for teach-
ing him the art of directing, as 
well as for being his best friend.

Speaking about his historic 
win, Glover said he was not 
concerned with such labels. 
“I’m glad I was able to make 
history but that’s not what I was 
trying to do,” he said. I was try-
ing to make great content.” 

Glover beat out Jamie 
Babbit for “Silicon Valley”, 

Mike Judge for 
“Silicon Valley”, 
Morgan Sackett 
for “Veep”, 
David Mandel 
for “Veep” and 
Dale Stern for 
“Veep”.

PTI

T
he owners of Rolling 
Stone, the 50-year-old 
music and culture 
magazine, have put it 
up for sale mainly due 

to some “costly strategic mis-steps” 
that have steadily taken a financial 
toll on the publication, the media 
reported.

Jann S. Wenner, then 21, start-
ed the magazine in San Francisco 
in 1967 and it went on to become 
the “counter-culture bible”, reports 
The New York Times.

It defined cool, cultivated liter-
ary icons and produced star-mak-
ing covers that were such coveted 

real estate that they inspired the 
song “The Cover of Rolling Stone” 
by American rock group Dr. Hook 
and the Medicine Show, according 
to experts.

“I love my job, I enjoy it, I’ve 
enjoyed it for a long time... But 
letting go was just the smart thing 
to do,” Wenner, now 71, told The 
New York Times. 

The sale plans were devised 
by Wenner’s 27-year-old son, Gus, 
who has aggressively pared down 
the assets of Rolling Stone’s par-
ent company, Wenner Media, in 
response to the financial pressures. 

The Wenners have also 

sold the company’s other two 
magazines, Us Weekly and Men’s 
Journal. Last year, they sold a 49 
per cent stake in Rolling Stone 
to BandLab Technologies, a 
Singapore-based music technology 
company.

“There’s a level of ambition 
that we can’t achieve alone... So we 
are being proactive and want to get 
ahead of the curve.

“Publishing is a completely 
different industry than what it was. 
The trends go in one direction, and 
we are very aware of that,” Gus 
Wenner, who is the Chief Operat-
ing Officer of Wenner Media, told 

The New York Times.
Music coverage in all of its 

forms -- news, interviews, reviews -- 
was the core of Rolling Stone, but 
its influence also stretched into pop 
culture, entertainment and politics 
including interviews of former US 
Presidents Bill Clinton and Barack 
Obama. 

Rolling Stone suffered a devas-
tating blow to its reputation when 
it retracted a debunked 2014 article 
about a gang rape at the University 
of Virginia. 

The article prompted three libel 
lawsuits against the magazine.

IANS

O
scar winner Nicole Kidman won her 
first ever Emmy Award as Outstanding 
Actress in a Limited Series, for her role 
in “Big Little Lies”. She called domes-
tic abuse a “complicated, insidious 

disease”.
Kidman played Celeste, a wife and mother 

who becomes the victim of domestic vio-
lence at the hands of her husband 

Perry, essayed by Alexander 
Skarsgard, who also won an 
Emmy here on September 17.

Looking resplendent and radi-
ant in a red gown, Kidman thanked 

her husband Keith Urban and her 
daughters for supporting her career, 

and said she hoped the Emmy win can 
be a lesson for others in a way.

“Sometimes, when you’re acting 
you get a chance to bring a bigger mes-
sage... We shone a light on domestic 
abuse,” she said.

“It is a complicated, insidious 
disease. It exists far more than we 
allow ourselves to know. It is filled 
with shame and secrecy. And by you 
acknowledging me with this award, 
it shines a light on it even more,” 

she said in gratitude to the Television 
Academy.

“Big Little Lies” was nominated for 
a total of 16 Emmys this year, and won 
eight, including Outstanding Limited 
Series.

Kidman and Reese Witherspoon, 
who served as executive producers 
on the series, were pitted against 
each other in the Outstanding 
Actress in a Limited Series.

“Reese, I share this with 
you,” Kidman said, adding: 
“Without you, I would not be 
standing up here.”

Later, when the team 
took the stage to accept the 
Outstanding Limited Series 
honour, Witherspoon said: 
“It has been an incred-
ible year for women, (to) 
bring women to the 
front of the stories.”

“More great roles 
for women, please,” 
Kidman added.

Even Laura 
Dern, who won 
the Best Support-
ing Actress in a 
Limited Series 
for her role in 

“Big Little 
Lies”, 
gave a 
speech 

empowering 
women.

“I’ve been acting 
since I was 11-years-old 

and I think I’ve worked with 
maybe 12 women,” Dern said. 

The actress also thanked Kidman, Witherspoon 
and Shailene Woodley, by saying: “I share this with 
my tribe of four ladies. I feel very proud to be a part 
of reflecting fierce women and mothers.”

IANS

2017 Emmys proved to 
be a welcome change for 

people of  colour

Hello Beautiful lady....Eya
As your begin your day with 
beautiful birthday wishes pour-
ing in from every corners of the 
world,...May your each passing 
days and years be filled with beau-
tiful memories. 

May all your wishes be 
fulfilled and may you grow more 
and more beautiful with each 
passing second. 

As practiced forever...I may 
always call you on Sep. 18 or Sep. 
20 but i promise it will always 
reach you no matter where I am...

Love you forever..Tem
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Every Sudoku has a unique solution that can be 
reached logically. Enter numbers into the blank 
spaces so that each row, column and 3x3 box 
contains the numbers 1 to 9.

SOLUTIONS TO CROSSWORD 1597

ACROSS
1. Dollop

DOWN
1. Mead

Dead Sea

SOLUTIONS TO SUD0KU 1438

Expressive writing may keep stress at bay Brain’s immune system could make 
us impulsive to drink alcohol

Hubble spots blistering pitch-black exoplanet
How the brain copes with ageing

Six NASA scientists to emerge 
from Mars-like habitat

Smartphones are addictive, can be injurious to kids’ mental health: Experts

N e w  Yo r k ,  S e p.  1 8 
(IANS): Do you get wor-
ried, stressed and anxious 
when your boss entrusts 
a task to you? There is, 
however, a way to handle 
the task efficiently without 
placing yourself  under 
undue stress.

Expressing your feel-
ings on a sheet of  paper 
can cool your brain and 
help you perform the 
stress-inducing task more 
efficiently, finds a study. 

According to research-
ers, worrying takes up 

cognitive resources. Due 
to the worrying, you are 
constantly multi-tasking 
because you are doing one 
task and trying to monitor 
and suppress your worries 
at the same time

“Our findings show 
that if  you get these wor-
ries out of  your head 
through expressive writ-
ing, those cognitive re-
sources are freed up to 
work toward the task 
you’re completing and 
you become more effi-
cient,” said lead author 

Hans Schroder, doctoral 
student at Michigan State 
University (MSU). 

Previous research has 
shown that expressive 
writing can help individu-
als process past traumas or 
stressful events.

“Expressive writing 
makes the mind work less 
hard on upcoming stress-
ful tasks, which is what 
worriers often get ‘burned 
out’ over, their worried 
minds working harder 
and hotter,” added Jason 
Moser, Associate Profes-

sor at MSU.
“This technique takes 

the edge off  their brains 
so they can perform the 
task with a ‘cooler head’,” 
Moser explained.

For the study, pub-
l i shed in  the  jour nal 
Psychophysiology, col-
lege students identified 
as chronically anxious 
through a validated screen-
ing measure completed a 
computer-based “flanker 
task” that measured their 
response accuracy and 
reaction times. 

Before the task, about 
half  of  the participants 
wrote about their deep-
est thoughts and feelings 
about the upcoming task 
for eight minutes; the oth-
er half, in the control con-
dition, wrote about what 
they did the day before.

While the two groups 
performed at about the 
same level for speed and 
accuracy, the expressive-
writing group performed 
the flanker task more effi-
ciently, meaning they used 
fewer brain resources.

New York, Sep. 18 (IANS): 
Do you get worried, stressed 
and anxious when your 
boss entrusts a task to you? 
There is, however, a way to 
handle the task efficiently 
without placing yourself  
under undue stress.

Expressing your feelings 
on a sheet of paper can cool 
your brain and help you 
perform the stress-inducing 
task more efficiently, finds 
a study. 

According to research-
ers, worrying takes up 
cognitive resources. Due 
to the worrying, you are 
constantly multi-tasking 
because you are doing one 
task and trying to monitor 
and suppress your worries 
at the same time

“Our findings show that 
if  you get these worries 
out of  your head through 
expressive writing, those 
cognitive resources are freed 
up to work toward the task 
you’re completing and you 
become more efficient,” 
said lead author Hans Sch-
roder, doctoral student at 
Michigan State University 
(MSU). 

Previous research has 
shown that expressive writ-
ing can help individuals 
process past traumas or 
stressful events.

“Expressive writing 
makes the mind work less 
hard on upcoming stressful 
tasks, which is what wor-
riers often get ‘burned out’ 
over, their worried minds 
working harder and hotter,” 
added Jason Moser, Associ-
ate Professor at MSU.

“This technique takes 
the edge off  their brains 
so they can perform the 
task with a ‘cooler head’,” 
Moser explained.

For the study, published 
in the journal Psychophysi-
ology, college students iden-
tified as chronically anxious 
through a validated screen-
ing measure completed a 

computer-based “flanker 
task” that measured their 
response accuracy and reac-
tion times. 

Before the task, about 
half  of  the participants 
wrote about their deepest 
thoughts and feelings about 
the upcoming task for eight 
minutes; the other half, in 
the control condition, wrote 
about what they did the 
day before. While the two 
groups performed at about 
the same level for speed and 
accuracy, the expressive-
writing group performed 
the flanker task more effi-
ciently, meaning they used 
fewer brain resources.

New York, Sep. 18 
(IANS): Six Nasa sci-
entists, who were living 
in isolation on a Mars-
like habitat in Hawaii 
since January to deter-
mine astronauts’ psy-
chology and require-
ments during manned 
space missions, will 
return to civilization on 
Sunday.

In January, the crew 
of  four men and two 
women were quaran-
tined on a vast plain be-
low the summit of  the 
giant volcano Mauna 
Loa -- one of  Hawaii’s 
five volcanoes and the 
world’s largest. 

T h e y  r e m a i n e d 
there  for  an e ight -
month simulation ac-
tivity to gain a better 
understanding and to 
get a bit of  a feel for 
how astronauts would 
r e s p o n d  m e n t a l ly, 
physically, and most 
important, psychologi-
cally to a long-term on 
a manned space mis-
sion as well as in an 
inhospitable environ-
ment. 

“Long term space 
travel  is  absolutely 
possible,” Laura Lark, 
specialist at the Ha-
waii Space Exploration 
Analog and Simulation 
(HI-SEAS) project, led 
by the University of  
Hawaii at Manoa, was 
quoted as saying to the 
inquisitr.com on Sat-

urday. 
“There are certainly 

technical challenges 
to be overcome. There 
are certainly human 
factors to be figured 
out, that’s part of  what 
HI-SEAS is for. But I 
think that overcoming 
those challenges is just 
a matter of  effort. We 
are absolutely capable 
of  it,” Lark added.

Their experiment 
included everything 
from being forced to 
live in the cramped 
habitat of  the dome to 
having to rely solely on 
packaged food - and 
virtually no contact 
with another l iving 
soul. The atmosphere 
was as similar as possi-
ble to what life on Mars 
would be. All of  the 
communications the 
crew could have with 
the outside world was 
subjected to a 20-min-
ute delay -- the time 
it takes for signals to 
get from Mars to the 
Earth.

The data gathered 
during this mission can 
better help in choosing 
crews that have cer-
tain traits and a better 
chance of  doing well 
during a potential two-
to-three year Mars ex-
pedition, which would 
then pave the way for 
humans set t lement 
in the red planet by 
around 2030.

New York, Sep. 18 (IANS): 
Worried about losing your 
hair? Take heart from a study 
that claims that bald men are 
perceived as more attractive, 
confident, and dominant.

“Choosing to dispense 
with one’s hair is arguably a 
form of nonverbal behaviour, 
a form of  expression which 
communicates information 
about the self  otherwise dif-
ficult to observe,” researchers 
from The University of Penn-
sylvania, were quoted as say-
ing by Britain’s Independent 

The researchers also sug-
gested that bald men might be 
more elusive than those with 
typical mops.

For the study, the team 
gave three major tests to col-
lege students, both men and 
women, asking them to rate 
images of  men according to 
attractiveness, confidence and 
dominance. 

In the first study, men with 
shaved heads were rated as 
more dominant than similar 
men with full heads of hair. 

In the second study, men 
whose hair was digitally re-
moved were perceived as more 
dominant, taller, and stronger 
than their authentic selves. 
This effect was due to a large 
degree by their higher per-
ceived confidence and mascu-
linity, the researchers noted.

The third study extended 
these results with nonphoto-
graphic stimuli and demon-
strates how men experiencing 
natural hair loss may improve 
their interpersonal standing by 
shaving.

Thus, instead of spending 
billions each year trying to re-
verse or cure their hair loss, the 
counterintuitive prescription 
of this research to men expe-
riencing male pattern baldness 
is to shave their heads, the 
researchers emphasised.

Doing so will increase 
their interpersonal standing on 
a host of  dominance-related 
traits, including their potential 
for leadership, they said.

New York, Sep. 18 (IANS): 
As the brain begins to shrink 
with age, it increases com-
munication between the two 
brain hemispheres to help 
older people compensate for 
the negative aspects of ageing, 
new research has found.

“This study provides an 
explicit test of  some contro-
versial ideas about how the 
brain reorganises as we age,” 
said lead author Simon Davis, 
assistant professor at Duke 
University, Durham, North 
Carolina.

“These results suggest that 
the ageing brain maintains 
healthy cognitive function by 
increasing bilateral communi-
cation,” Davis added. 

For the study published 
in the journal Human Brain 
Mapping, the researchers used 
a brain stimulation technique 
known as transcranial mag-

netic stimulation (TMS) to 
modulate brain activity of  
healthy older adults while they 
performed a memory task. 

When researchers ap-
plied TMS at a frequency 
that depressed activity in one 
memory region in the left 
hemisphere, communication 
increased with the same re-
gion in the right hemisphere, 
suggesting the right hemi-
sphere was compensating to 
help with the task.

In contrast, when the same 
prefrontal site was excited, 
communication was increased 
only in the local network of  
regions in the left hemisphere. 

This suggested that com-
munication between the hemi-
spheres is a deliberate process 
that occurs on an “as needed” 
basis.

Furthermore, when the 
authors examined the white 

matter pathways between 
these bilateral regions, par-
ticipants with stronger white 
matter fibres connecting left 
and right hemispheres demon-
strated greater bilateral com-
munication, strong evidence 
that structural neuroplasticity 
keeps the brain working ef-
ficiently in later life.

“Good roads make for ef-
ficient travel, and the brain is 
no different. 

By taking advantage of  
available pathways, ageing 
brains may find an alternate 
route to complete the neural 
computations necessary for 
functioning,” Davis said.

These results suggest that 
greater bilaterality in the pre-
frontal cortex might be the re-
sult of the ageing brain adapt-
ing to the damage endured 
over the lifespan, in an effort 
to maintain normal function.

Washington, Sep.  18 
(IANS): NASA’s Hubble 
Space Telescope has ob-
served a planet outside our 
solar system that looks as 
black as fresh asphalt be-
cause it eats light rather than 
reflecting it back into space.

The exoplanet, called 
WASP-12b, is one of a class 
of  so-called “hot Jupiters,” 
gigantic, gaseous planets 
that orbit very close to their 
host star and are heated to 
extreme temperatures. 

This light-eating prow-
ess is due to the planet’s 
unique capability to trap 
at least 94 per cent of  the 
visible starlight falling into 
its atmosphere, said a study 
published in the Astrophysi-
cal Journal Letters.

“We did not expect to 

find such a dark exoplanet,” 
said lead researcher Taylor 
Bell of  McGill University 
and the Institute for Re-
search on Exoplanets in 
Montreal, Quebec, Canada.

“Most hot Jupiters re-
flect about 40 per cent of  
starlight,” Bell said.

WASP-12b is about two 
million miles away from 
its star and completes an 
orbit once a day. It circles a 
Sun-like star residing 1,400 
light-years away in the con-
stellation Auriga. 

The planet’s atmosphere 
is so hot that most molecules 
are unable to survive on 
the blistering day side of  
the planet, where the tem-
perature is 2537.7 degrees 
Celsius. 

Therefore, clouds prob-

ably cannot form to reflect 
light back into space. In-
stead, incoming light pen-
etrates deep into the planet’s 
atmosphere where it is ab-
sorbed by hydrogen atoms 
and converted to heat en-
ergy.

But the planet’s night-
time side is a different story. 
WASP-12b has a fixed day 
side and night side because it 
orbits so close to the star that 
it is tidally locked. 

The nighttime side is 
more than 1093 degrees 
Celsius cooler, which allows 
water vapour and clouds to 
form. 

“This new Hubble re-
search further demonstrates 
the vast diversity among the 
strange population of  hot 
Jupiters,” Bell said.

N ew  D e l h i ,  S e p.  1 8 
(IANS): Although invent-
ed with the aim of  making 
life easier and convenient, 
the increasing use of  smart-
phones and the internet 
by schoolgoing children 
and teenagers is slowly 
exposing them to less im-
portant and more addictive 
things like cyber bullying 
and online pornography, 
mental health experts have 
warned.

Reports suggest that an 
increasing number of  teen-
agers are being trapped into 
the deadly Internet game 
Blue Whale Challenge. A 
Google Trends report of  
the past 12 months shows 
a sharp spike in the number 
of  searches related to the 
Blue Whale Challenge in 
India.

“Smartphones are ad-
dictive in nature and the 

Internet can be misused for 
games such as Blue Whale 
Challenge, pornography, 
etc,” Deepti Kukreja, Con-
sultant Psychiatrist, Nana-
vati Super Speciality Hos-
pital, Mumbai, told IANS.

The recent death of  the 
17-year-old teenager, Satvik 
Pandey, who killed himself  
by jumping in front of  a 
running train in Damoh in 
Madhya Pradesh, has been 
linked to the Blue Whale 
Challenge. According to 
some friends of  Pandey, he 
was “quite absorbed in the 
Blue Whale game for the 
past few days”. A CCTV 
camera installed at a house 
near the railway tracks re-
corded the episode.

“The terror of  Blue 
Whale has been a wake-up 
call for all the parents and 
teachers. We as modern 
and educated adults need 

to monitor, educate and 
sensitise children to the ju-
dicious use of  smartphones 
in order to avoid negative 
experiences,” psychiatrist 
Mrinmay Das from Jay-
pee Hospital, Noida, told 
IANS.

So widespread has 
been the impact of  the 
Blue Whale Challenge that 
Fortis Healthcare recently 
launched a 24x7 helpline 
to provide psychological 
support to teenagers get-
ting trapped in the macabre 
online game. The helpline 
-- 8376804102 -- is available 
for anyone who is directly 
undergoing undue mental 
stress and anxiety as a par-
ticipant in the challenge.

This deadly game op-
erates on the basis of  a 
one-on-one interaction be-
tween the curator and the 
player with the use of  cer-

tain ‘code’ hashtags to find 
each other.

“Also, the use of  smart-
phones distracts children 
not only from studies but 
also from extra-curricular 
activities such as sports, 
cultural activities,” Kukreja 
said.

“It eats into the nor-
mal social interaction that 
young children should have 
and limits their social and 
emotional development,” 
she added.

The other cons of  mo-
bile phones being used by 
schoolchildren may also 

lead to problems such as 
lower academic perfor-
mance, fear of  missing out, 
weak eyesight, disturbed 
sleep cycle, headaches and 
fatigue. Taking note of  the 
ill effects of  smartphone 
use, the Central Board 
of  Secondary Education 
(CBSE) in August issued 
an 18-point guideline for 
the safe and effective use 
of  the internet and digital 
technologies in schools and 
school buses.

Schools need to pro-
mote a safe and secure 
educational environment 
for effective teaching and 
learning and to discourage 
students from actions detri-
mental to themselves, their 
peers and the value system, 
the CBSE stated.

“Not only Blue Whale 
Challenge but numerous 
other internet and mobile 

phone games develop a 
sense of  fierce competition, 
frustration and addiction 
among school children,” 
psychologist Bhavna Barmi 
of  Fortis ESCORTS Heart 
Institute in New Delhi 
pointed out.

Barmi even advocated 
banning mobile phone use 
by schoolgoing children. 
Such a measure, accord-
ing to her, would help 
them better concentrate on 
academics, develop self-
control and intrinsic will 
power.

“It will foster better in-
terpersonal development 
among students and will 
act as a preventive measure 
against full-blown Internet 
or smartphone addiction,” 
Barmi added. It is impor-
tant for parents to place 
themselves in the shoes 
of  their children to un-

derstand their perspective 
better, and after forming 
the appropriate rapport, en-
gage in effective guidance 
and vigilance about the us-
age of  mobile phones.

Those parents who feel 
that they may need mobile 
phones to contact their 
children during emergen-
cies, should keep in mind 
that the school authorities 
generally provide the con-
tact services in case of  any 
emergency or absence from 
the school.

“Supporting them by 
talking to them, spend-
ing more time with them, 
making them understand 
the pros and cons can help 
kids to develop a better un-
derstanding about smart-
phone usage,” psychiatrist 
Manish Jain of  BLK Super 
Speciality Hospital in New 
Delhi said.
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Player of Phoenix Rising (white) and Club Football Fana cs vying for 
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NWA Team posing for the lens a er landing in Ashgabat, Turkmenistan.
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Vanguard FC, Naga Terriers, Naga FC, Green Club enter semis

Ronaldo returns as Madrid aim 
to pressure leaders Barcelona

Captain Kenguruse 
Memorial Football tourney

Phoenix Rising continue to rise; beat Fanatics 3-2

Bond eyeing head coach role in IPL

Mokokchung Inter-Club Badminton Champion from Sep 28 onwards

Indian belt wrestlers contingent 
team reach Ashgabat

Rooney banned from 
driving for two-year

It'll be close—Hamilton warns of Ferrari F1 ghtback

Players of Naga FC (yellow) and Tizit Tornadoes in ac on during the 3rd quarterfinal match at Kohima 
local ground on Mon. Sep. 18.

EM Images

Members of Mokokchung Inter Club Badminton Champion 2017 
organising commi ee and MDBA official a er the press conference 
at Indoor Stadium, Mokokchung on Monday, September 18, 2017.

EM Images

Madrid, Sep. 18 (Re-
uters): Real Madrid strik-
er Cristiano Ronaldo will 
return to action against 
Real Betis on Wednesday 
after serving a five-match 
suspension, as the cham-
pions look to keep the 
pressure on La Liga lead-
ers Barcelona.

Ronaldo was sent off  
during the Spanish Super 
Cup win over Barcelona 
on Aug. 13 and banned for 
five matches after pushing 
the referee, meaning he is 
yet to feature in the league 
this season.

The Portuguese hit-
man struck twice in his 
only appearance since 
the incident, a comfort-
able 3-0 win over Apoel 
Nicosia in the Champions 
League last Wednesday.

Youngster Borja May-
oral  and Gareth Bale 
struck for a weakened 
Madrid on Sunday as they 
beat Real Sociedad 3-1, 
but as well as Ronaldo, 
Marcelo and Toni Kroos 
are expected to return af-
ter suspension and injury 
respectively.

Despite the impressive 
display against a previous-
ly unbeaten Real Socie-
dad, Ronaldo’s return will 
be vital for Madrid as they 
look to take advantage of  

Dimapur, Sep. 18 (EMN): Out of  43 
belt wrestlers from Indian contingent 
to take part in the 5th Asian Indoor & 
Martial Arts Games 2017 scheduled 
from September 17 to 22 at Ashgabat, 
Turkmenistan, 6 wrestlers and 2 officials 
from Nagaland Wrestling Association 
(NWA) is part of  the Indian contingent 
informed a press note

According to NWA sources from 
Ashgabat ,  the  6  NWA wres t lers, 

Surhoneyi Soho, Vechita Khesoh, 
Venuzo Dawhuo, Menuosetuo Yiese, 
Keduovilie Zumu and Visevop Za-
shümo. NWA President, Neivikuolie 
Khatsü and General Secretary, Vekhozo 
are also part of  the Indian contingent.

All 6 wrestlers will be vying in cat-
egories competing in at least in 2 or 
more disciplines. The team is expected 
to return  back on September 27 added 
the note

Singapore, Sep. 18 (AFP): 
Lewis Hamilton warned the 
Formula One champion-
ship was far from over after 
Ferrari's first-lap disaster in 
Singapore put him in the 
driving seat for his fourth 
world title.

The Mercedes driver 
said he was expecting a 
strong response from Fer-
rari after both Sebastian 
Vettel and Kimi Raikkonen 
went out after a crash at 
the first corner. Hamilton 
had laboured in qualifying, 
starting from fifth, but he 
drove brilliantly in the wet 

and under lights to open 
up a potentially decisive 
28-point lead over Vettel in 
the standings.

The 32-year-old Briton 
has now won the last three 
races, but he said there was 
still a long way to go with six 
grands prix left in the season, 
starting with Malaysia next 
week.

"Honestly, I think it's 
going to be very close in the 
next races," he said, warning 
that Ferrari would be par-
ticularly strong in Japan and 
Brazil. "It's hard to predict."

Hamilton was one of  

only 12 drivers to finish the 
first wet race on the floodlit 
streets of Singapore, which 
started with a game-chang-
ing smash and saw three 
safety cars. Pole-sitter Vettel 
and third-placed Raikkonen 
sandwiched Red Bull's Max 
Verstappen going into the 
first corner, resulting in a 
crash which took out all 
three and also ended the 
race of McLaren's Fernando 
Alonso.

Asked whether it was 
karmic retribution for Azer-
baijan, when Vettel finished 
ahead of Hamilton despite 

driving into him, the Briton 
told Sky Sports: "I don't 
know if it's karma but what-
ever it is I will definitely 
take it."
'You shouldn't take those 

risks'
Verstappen said Vettel's 
move to cut him off  at the 
start was an unnecessary risk 
by the German, who held a 
20-point lead in July but may 
now have seen his season go 
up in smoke.

"If  you are fighting for 
the world championship 
you shouldn't take those 
risks squeezing someone 

that much. You can see what 
happens," Verstappen told 
Sky Sports. For Vettel, a 
four-time winner in Singa-
pore, it was a miserable night 
and contrasted with his joy 
after qualifying, when he 
pulled out a mesmerising lap 
to grab pole.

"There is nothing we can 
do now and for sure it is bit-
ter, and it's a pity we couldn't 
show our pace today," he 
said.

"But we have other races 
ahead of us and I am sure 
there will be more opportu-
nities for us."

a soft fixture schedule over 
the next two months to 
push rivals Barcelona.

The Catalans, who 
face Eibar on Tuesday, 
sit top of  the table and 

are four points ahead of  
Madrid, in fourth place. 
Barcelona were rocked by 
Ousmane Dembele’s in-
jury during their 2-1 win at 
Getafe on Saturday, with 

the French winger set to 
miss around four months 
with a ruptured hamstring.

Madrid’s home clash 
with Betis marks the start 
of  a run of  league fix-

Our Correspondent
Mokokchung, Sep. 18 
(EMN): Mokokchung 
District Badminton As-
sociation (MDBA) will be 
organising the Mokokc-
hung Inter Club Badmin-
ton Champion 2017 at 
Indoor Stadium, Mokok-
chung from September 
28-30.

Briefing the media 
persons about the coming 
tourney, the Convener 
of  the Organising Com-
mittee Chubanungba, 
informed that ten teams 
from Chuchuyimpang 
Village, Chungtia Village, 
Khensa Village, Impur, 
Mopungchuket village, 
Longsa Village and Mo-
kokchung will be partici-
pating in the tourney. He 

Our Correspondent
Kohima, Sep. 18 (EMN): 
Vanguard FC, Naga Ter-
riers, defending champi-
ons Naga FC and Green 
Club won their respective 
quarterfinal matches on 
Monday to advance to the 
round of  last four at the 
ongoing 3rd Captain Ken-
guruse Memorial Football 
Tournament.

As many as 23 goals 
were scored by the four 
winning teams who had 
an easy passage into the 
semi-finals scheduled to-
morrow. Their opponents 
including Friends United 
FC, Medziphema Unit-
ed, Tizit Tornadoes and 
Laimcishm FC, who failed 
to deliver a single goal, 
were all on the receiving 
end during their respective 
quarterfinal matches.

Playing the first match 
at Kohima local ground, 
Vanguard FC blanked 
Friends United FC 9-0 
to advance to the semis. 
Vanguard will next play 
against Green Club in the 
2nd semi-final tomorrow 
at 1 pm. Yhunshalo Kemp 
was the star of  the match 
as he led from the front by 
scoring four goals.

Vanguard drew the first 
blood through Nythong 
Magh in the 12th minute, 
while Yhunshalo scored 
the second in the 21st min-
ute, followed by the third 
in the 36th minute. One 
minute later, Yhunshalo 
went on to score his hat-
trick goal in the 36th min-
ute to make it 4-0.

A d d i n g  m i s e r y  t o 
Friends United FC, Sinlo 
Kent netted the fifth goal 

in the 41st minute, while 
Yhunshalo scored his 
fourth and the team’s sixth 
goal in the 58th minute.

The seventh goal came 
through the boots of  Awa-
ngbou Kaurinta in the 
68th minute, followed by 
the 8th goal through Sisen-
ti Kath in the 71st minute. 
It was nightmarish for 
Friends United as Awang-
bou again got passed the 
keeper few minutes before 
the final whistle to end the 
match 9-0.

Naga Terr iers  a lso 
entered the semif inal 
with their victory against 
Medziphema United 3-0 
played at  Tsiese Basa 
ground.

Naga Terriers took 
an early lead through T. 
Khampal in the 3rd min-
ute to end the first half  1-0. 
Moving into the second 
half, Naga Terriers took 
control of  the match when 
Chubatemjen scored the 
second goal in the 52nd 
minute.

Medziphema United 
fought back, but their hope 
to stay in the game was 
dampened when Khampal 
netted the third goal for 
Naga Terriers in the 78th 
minute.

The defending cham-
pions Naga FC also reg-
istered their entry into the 
round of  last four with 
their convincing victory 
against Tizit Tornadoes 
4-0.

Khwetelhi Thopi gave 
Naga FC an early lead in 
the 3rd minute. The first 
belonged to Naga FC who 
went on to score two more 
gaols through Aloumei 

Panmei in the 11th minute 
and Rhitso Mero in the 
39th minute.

Trailing three goals 
behind, a rejuvenated Tizit 
Tornadoes fought back in 
the second half  but were 
outclassed by the two 
times champions on all 
fronts. To make it worse 
for the team from Mon, 
Khwetelhi Thopi went on 
to score his second and the 
team’s fourth goal minutes 
before the final whistle.

The last  quar ter f i -
nal was also a one-sided 
match as  Green Club 
thrashed Laimcishm FC 
7-0 at Tsiese Basa ground.

Kimiyeto drew the first 
blood for Green Club in 
the 3rd minute, followed 
by the second through 
Puloto in the 25th minute. 
Two minutes later, Kimiy-
eto was again on target in 
the 27th minute to end the 
first half  3-0.

After the interval, Shi-
yeto put Green Club in a 
secured position by scor-
ing the fourth goal in the 
62nd minute. By the 64th 
minute, it was all over 
for Laimcishm FC when 
Vito scored the fifth goal, 
followed by Shiyeto with 
the sixth goal in the 67th 
minute.

Three minutes later, it 
was celebration time again 
for Shiyeto who scored his 
hat-trick goal in the 71st 
minute to end the match 
7-0.

Tuesday’s semifinal 
fixture 

Naga FC vs Naga Terriers 
at 9 a.m

Vanguard FC vs Green 
Club at 1 p.m

tures which, on paper, 
they should win, includ-
ing home games against 
Espanyol, Eibar and Las 
Palmas.

“If  we carry on like 
this we can do a lot of  
damage,” said Real Ma-
drid coach Zinedine Zi-
dane after his side’s win in 
the Basque Country.

“We’re back on track 
but we’ve got to keep go-
ing because there’s anoth-
er game on Wednesday.”

Mid-table Betis have 
not beaten Madrid in the 
league at the Bernabeu 
in 19 years and only five 
times in 51 attempts.

If  they are to defeat 
them on Wednesday, they 
will need experienced 
winger Joaquin, 36, and 
summer signing Andres 
Guardado, 30, to continue 
their excellent form.

“They are like kids in 
a school yard, they give it 
back to the guy that gives 
it back to them,” Betis 
coach Quique Setien said 
of  the midfielders.

“(Guardado) is a foot-
baller I can’t describe, 
extraordinary. He has 
enormous quality and 
an enormous work rate. 
Just like Joaquin, they are 
reference points for the 
team.”

added with the success of  
last year's Mokokchung 
Inter Club Badminton 
Championship this year 
the clubs have increased 
to three.

They also stated that 
MDBA objects are: to 
popularise and promote 
badminton as a profes-
sional sport in the district, 
to share the responsibility 

Kohima, Sep. 18 (EMN): 
Phoenix Rising overpow-
ered Club Football Fanatics 
3-2 in their encounter at the 
ongoing Morning Cham-
pions Cup 2017 on Mon-
day morning at Seikhazou 
ground, Kohima.

Phoenix team remains 
undefeated in the tourna-
ment thanks to a brace 
from Asa and Seyie in the 
first half  to take the three 
points. The team has now 
9 points from three match-
es in Group B. In a three 
minute goal thriller, Phoe-
nix Rising took the lead 
through Asa in the 6th min-
ute setup by Imo, but in the 
midst of  celebration, Club 
Football Fanatics level the 
scoreline through Kevi one 
minute later.  The damage 
wasn’t done to Phoenix as 
Asa rose up to the occasion 

to nurture the young bad-
minton players and also 
generate revenue for the 
MDBA.

The matches shall be 
played in the order of  
U-13 Boys’ Single, Men’s 
Double, U-15Girls’ Sin-
gle, veteran 35+ Men’s 
Double, U-17 Boys’ Sin-
gles, veteran 45+ Men’s 
Double and Junior Mixed 
Doubles.

The organiser has also 
left reservations for hir-
ing three players for each 
team. The players can be 
hired from in and outside 
the state.

The organisers also 
informed that because 
of  the year's successful 
session the junior players 
have improved tremen-

dously and have secured 
medals both at state and 
regional levels. They also 
added that Nagaland Bad-
minton Association has 
sent a probable list of  
players to represent the 
state where 30 percent of  
the junior players are from 
Mokokchung.

Further, they informed 
that the sponsored of  this 
year tourney are Tata 
Trust (North East Initia-
tive Development Agen-
cies) and NLC India Ltd 
under CSR. 

Total prize worth Rs 
one lakh will be given 
away to the winners of  
various categories. The 
Chie f  Umpire  o f  the 
Tourney will be Bendang 
Chang, National Umpire.

to score again in the 8th 
minute to give the lead.

Seyie completed the 
treble for Phoenix in the 
39th minute to make it 3-1 
at the end of the first half.

Fanatics player Kevi did 
scored a late goal in the 80th 
minute but wasn’t enough 
for the team as Phoenix 

hold on for a win at the end 
of the final whistle.

Kevi’s brace for Fanat-
ics not enough for the team 
as they suffered their first 
defeat in three games at the 
hands of Phoenix Rising.

Tuesday’s match
MRH Sunrisers vs FC FC 

Pezielietsie

Auckland, Sep. 18 (IANS): Former 
New Zealand speedster Shane Bond 
has now set his eyes on the position 
of  head coach of  an Indian Premier 
League (IPL) franchise. Bond, the cur-
rent Mumbai Indians bowling coach, 
is currently on a short-term contract as 
New Zealand A coach for the tour of  
India, where they will play two four-
day games and five one-day matches, 
according to an espncricinfo report.

"I've got my sights on a head coach-
ing role, but it's how it all lines up with 
everything else in your life," the former 
pacer was quoted as saying by the Do-
minion Post. 

"I've got great opportunities with 
Brisbane and the IPL and I really enjoy 
them. I'd love to be involved with the 
IPL (as a head coach)," he added.

Bond, however remained non-com-
mittal on rumours of his filling up the 
England bowling coach's position on a 
short-term basis which fell vacant since 
Ottis Gibson's exit. Gibson resigned as 
England's bowling coach at the end of  
the home summer to become South 
Africa's head coach.

Manchester,  Sep.  18 
(IANS):  Former Eng-
land football team captain 
Wayne Rooney was on 
Monday handed a two-year 
driving ban after he admit-
ted to drink-driving.

John Temperley, the 
district judge at Stockport 
magistrates court, said he 
would not impose a fine on 
the Everton forward and in-
stead banned him from the 
roads for two years. 

He a l so  sentenced 
Rooney to a 12-month 
community order with 120 
hours of  unpaid work, re-
ports The Guardian. 

"I'm sure you don't need 
me to tell you this was a 
serious offence, you were 
driving a motor vehicle al-
most three times the legal 
limit and you were carrying 
a female passenger, which 
was an aggravating feature 
and you put other road us-
ers at risk," the judge said.

The 31-year-old was ar-
rested after police stopped 
his  car  in  Wilmslow, 
Cheshire, in the early hours 

on September 1.
In a statement issued 

after the hearing, the former 
Manchester United forward 
said: "I want publicly to 
apologise for my unforgiv-
able lack of  judgement in 
driving while over the legal 
limit. It was completely 
wrong.

"I have already said sor-
ry to my family, my man-
ager and chairman and ev-
eryone at Everton FC. Now 
I want to apologise to all the 
fans and everyone else who 
has followed and supported 
me throughout my career.

"Of course, I accept the 
sentence of  the court and 
hope that I can make some 
amends through my com-
munity service." 

During the test conduct-
ed earlier after Rooney's 
arrest, breathalyser showed 
the alcohol level was 104 
microgrammes in 100 mil-
lilitres of breath.

The drink-drive limit in 
England and Wales is 35 
microgrammes per 100 mil-
lilitres of breath.

"My kids are at an age where I want to be 
around and not miss too much," he said. "Every 
opportunity you've got to look at and weigh up 
what's best for the important people around you.

"I love the New Zealand cricket team and 
would like to have another period of  involve-
ment. I'm just not quite sure when that's going to 
be," said Bond, who previously served as bowling 
coach of the Kiwi men's and women's teams.

Bond, who has 87 wickets from his 18 Tests, 
also has a running contract as bowling coach of  
Brisbane Heat in the Australian Big Bash League 
(BBL).


