
File photo of Marshal of the Indian Air Force Arjan Singh, famous for his role 
in the the 1965 India- Pakistan war.
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Niketu Iralu speaking at the 10th edition of the Morung lecture at the Elim Hall, DADA , in Dimapur on Saturday. 
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'Complex Naga nationhood-politics due to selfish tribal instincts'

War-hero Arjan Singh, Marshal of IAF, passes awayGuwahati will be gateway to 
southeast Asia, says Assam CM

NTC lists RTI figures in response to govt. denial  Road woes: Zeliang seeks 
to expose 'those responsible'

ACCIF claims legitimacy 

EastErn Mirror

Staff Reporter 
Dimapur, Sep. 16 (EMN): 
Defeating the instincts of  
what he called “tribal nar-
cissism”—without allow-
ing it to ‘damage ourselves 
because tribal impulses are 
such an important part 
of  us’ — will determine 
whether Nagas as a people 
and nation would ‘collapse 
or go forward,’ according 
to pacifist Niketu Iralu. 

Iralu was delivering 
the 10th Morung lecture, 
an initiative of  The Mo-
rung Express, at the Elim 
Hall at the DABA on Sat-
urday. The topic assigned 
to him was ‘Embracing 
Tribal Identity: Overcom-
ing isms.’

“We are meeting at a 
time to discuss our crisis, 
our problem when there 
are huge, huge things that 
are disturbing mankind. 
The most advanced nations 
in the world, the most ad-
vanced societies are at loss 
how to respond to the ques-
tions that are erupting in 
their nations and on their 
continents,” the activist 
said. 

It was in said context 
that the Naga people have 
also been left to confront 
and respond to challenges, 
he said. “We can say we 
are today examining our-

selves and our struggle 
produced by our longing to 
become and people and a 
nation. The struggle is our 
response to the challenges 
that change taking place in 
the world brought to us in 
the 19th and 20th centuries. 

“Our history, like all 
histories, is the record of  
our response to challenges 
of  change. The society we 
have produced together is 
a measure of  the quality of  
our response,” Iralu said. 

The Naga motivation 
to be a people and a nation, 
he said, was struggle that 
comes from ‘our intuitive 
awareness of  the threat and 
fear we perceive for our sur-
vival and security.’

“We are so many tribes, 
each fiercely proud of our-
selves to the point of  un-
bearable vanity. Yet the fire 
that we are a people and a 
nation has burnt with equal 
intensity in all Nagas. The 
Naga struggle for India to 
recognise their sovereignty 
as understood by our pio-
neers was absolutely au-
thentic, honourable and 
also right, I believe. 

“But have we achieved 
anything after all the heavy 
price paid for the struggle 
by all Nagas? I believe the 
answer is yes.  We have 
become a people and our 

Staff Reporter
Dimapur, Sep. 16 (EMN): Anguished at all 
the blame being heaped on him for ‘wrong 
reasons’ happening in the state, particularly 
on the road sector, Chief Minister TR Ze-
liang has informed about what he suggested 
will be a 'consultative meeting' in the month 
of October with stakeholders from all the 
districts to let the people 'decide who is re-
sponsible for the prevailing situation.' 

Interacting with media persons after 
inspecting the hanging bridge at Diphupar 
village, and a bamboo bridge at Eralibill 
village in Dimapur this afternoon, Zeliang 
said a consultative event is being proposed 
during which departments particularly the 
Roads and Bridges, Works and Housing, 
National Highway, Mechanical Engineer-
ing, Nagaland State Disaster Management 
Authority, National Highways, and the  In-
frastructure Development Corporation Ltd. 
and the Border Roads Organisation will 
highlight details of their respective project  
being implemented in the state.

Zeliang said that during the consultative 
meeting all the stakeholders including tribal 

hohos, NGOs and engineers from every 
district will be invited to present their views.

Stating that good roads are vital for eco-
nomic growth and development, Zeliang 
was of the view that the public should not 
only criticise but also contribute construc-
tive suggestions in order to curb corruption  
and initiate corrective measures. 

He said in this regard that new concrete 
bridges across Chathe River at Diphupar, 
and Dhansiri River at Nagarjan will begin 
in the coming weeks. He informed that the 
contractors have committed to commence 
the work from next week. He added that all 
the needed machinery is already in place.

It may be mentioned here that the hang-
ing bridge at Diphupar village connecting to 
Niuland sub-division, and the bamboo foot-
bridge at Eralibill village were constructed 
from  funds allocated by the National Dis-
aster Response Force with a total amount 
of Rs 11 lakh.

With the work projects already at hand, 
Zeliang was also hopeful that traffic con-
gestions in Dimapur and Kohima towns 
would be resolved within two to three years.

Dimapur, Sep. 16 (EMN): Objecting to having been labelled as a ‘bogus syndicate body’ 
by ACAUT Nagaland, the “Anti-Corruption and Crime Investigation Front” (ACCIF) 
on Saturday claimed that it was a ‘registered organisation’.

“We request all the responsible citizens to help us identify those who are involved in 
such anti-social activities, however wilful donation cannot be denied from well wishers, 
web address www.acief Delhi.com has a detail information for donation account name: 
Anti corruption and crime investigation front”, a press release from the ACCIF on Sat-
urday read. 

The best and most 
beautiful things in the 

world cannot be seen or 
even touched - they must 

be felt with the heart. 

Helen Keller

Attacker wants me to ‘let 
him go’: Acid attack survivor 
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nationality is a fact that 
can no longer be disputed 
by anyone.” According to 
him the significance of  this 
seemingly “small achieve-
ment” is put to context 
when considered from the 
fact that “to become a na-
tion is the most difficult, 
slow, complicated process 
of  human growth and de-
velopment.”

“And what we have 
achieved (thus far) has 
strengthened us in our in-

ward and hidden part.  A 
precious psychospiritual 
asset we must not underes-
timate for the onward jour-
ney of our caravan. But no 
Naga will dispute the real-
ity, the mistakes, and errors 
we have committed harm-
ing, wounding one another 
grievously due to our com-
mon human frailties of  
short-sightedness and fail-
ures. The struggle has pro-
duced a destructive, lawless 
society that has gone out of  

control.”
Seeking another con-

text to drive home his 
point, Iralu cited the Irish 
poet William Butler Yeats 
and his chilling depiction 
of Ireland’s tumultuous at-
tempt to be a free nation. In 
the poem “Remorse For In-
temperate Speech”, Yeats 
had pronounced: Out of  
Ireland have we come / Great 
hatred, little room / Maimed 
us at the start / I carry from 
my mother's womb / A fanatic 

New Delhi, Sep. 16 
(IANS): In sync with the 
Centre's Act East Policy, 
Guwahati, the largest city 
in northeastern India, will 
be developed as the gateway 
to southeast Asia, Assam 
Chief Minister Sarbananda 
Sonowal said here on Sat-
urday.

Dimapur, Sep. 16 (EMN): In re-
sponse to the state’s department 
of  Justice and Law’s assertion that 
it has no record of  the Nagaland 
Tribes Council (NTC) filing RTI 
query concerning the project to 
construct a High Court building in 
Nagaland, the NTC on Saturday 
claimed the department concerned 
had issued replies on two separate 
occasions.

A press release from the NTC 
stated that that department con-
cerned had responded to the 
RTI query on June 21 as well as 
24th. “Through the RTI reply let-
ter No.LAW/RTI-4/2017 dated 
21.06.2017, the public information 
officer, department of  Justice and 
Law, Nagaland stated that 35 % of  
the works for construction of  New 
High Court has completed. As per 
the annexure it has stated that the 
total estimated cost of  the project 
is Rs 43.75 crore.

“Through the RTI reply letter 
No. FIN/REV-4/RTI/9/14/434 
dated 24.06.2017, the  public in-
formation officer, department of  
Finance, Nagaland has furnished 
copies of  18 (eighteen) drawal 
authority(s) issued under demand 
No. 04- Justice and Law for con-
struction of  New High Court 
Complex and Building at Mer-
iema, Kohima from 2007-08 till 
August, 2017,” it informed. 
The NTC listed the following 
withdrawals: 
 On 30.03.2009 a drawal au-

thority of  Rs 5 crore was is-
sued for construction of  New 
High Court Building (STATE 
PLAN)

 On 28.03.2010 a drawal au-
thority of  Rs 1 crore was is-
sued for construction of  New 
High Court Building (STATE 
PLAN)

 On 29.03.2010 a drawal au-
thority of  Rs 7 crore  was is-
sued for infrastructure devel-
opment of  New High Court 
Building (STATE PLAN)

 On 31.03.2010 a drawal au-
thority of  Rs 5 crore  was is-
sued for infrastructure devel-
opment of  New High Court 
Building (CIVIL DEPOSIT)

 On 31.03.2010 a drawal au-
thority of  Rs 1 crore 46  lakh 
was issued for construction 
works of  New High Court 
Building (STATE PLAN)

 On 31.03.2010 a drawal au-
thority of  Rs 54 lakh was is-
sued for construction of   Re-
taining Wall of  New High 
Court Building (STATE 
PLAN)

 On 30.03.2011 a drawal au-
thority of  Rs 70 lakh was 
issued for construction of  
2 KM of New High Road  
(STATE PLAN)

 On 30.03.2011 a drawal au-
thority of  Rs 50 lakh was 
issued for construction of  
Retaining Wall of  New High 
Court Building (STATE 

PLAN)
 On 31.03.2011 a drawal au-

thority of  Rs 8 crore was is-
sued for construction of  New 
High Court Building and 
Judges Bungalow (STATE 
PLAN)

 On 31.03.2011 a drawal au-
thority of  Rs 30 lakh was is-
sued for payment of  Consult-
ant Fees construction of  New 
High Court Building (STATE 
PLAN)

 On 31.03.2011 a drawal au-
thority of  Rs 50 lakh  was 
issued for infrastructure fa-
cilities including water sup-
ply , electricity etc (STATE 
PLAN)

 On 31.03.2011 a drawal au-
thority of  Rs 10 crore was is-
sued for construction of  New 
High Court Building and 
Judges bungalows (STATE 
PLAN)

 On 28.03.2012 a drawal au-
thority of  Rs 5 crore was is-
sued for construction of  New 
High Court Building and 
Judges Bungalows (STATE 
PLAN)

 On 30.03.2012 a drawal au-
thority of  Rs 10 lakh  was is-
sued for construction of  New 
High Court Building (STATE 
PLAN)

 On 24.03.2014 a drawal au-
thority of  Rs 47 lakh  was is-
sued for construction of  New 
High Court Building (STATE 

PLAN)
 16. On 30.03.2015 a drawal 

authority of  Rs 4 crore 97 lakh 
19 thousand one hundred was 
issued for construction of  
main new high court building  
and site development (NE-
GOTIATED  LOAN)

 On 30.03.2016 a drawal au-
thority of  Rs 4 crore 48 Lakh 
71 thousand 187 was issued 
for construction of  New High 
Court Building (NEGOTI-
ATED LOAN)

 On 31.03.2017 a drawal au-
thority of  Rs 3 crore was is-
sued for construction of  New 
High Court Building (NE-
GOTIATED LOAN)

It called upon the department 
concerned to furnish the utilisa-
tion reports, for public consump-
tion and verification, since the 
‘construction of  new High Court 
Building project is within a public 
domain’.

it also pointed out that the 
“estimated cost of  the project for 
construction of  New High Court 
complex is not consistent, in as 
much as, as per the statements of  
the PIO, Justice and Law depart-
ment dated 21.06.2017 it  is Rs 
43.75 crore.”

It has asked the department of  
Justice and Law to “clarify the fac-
tors and circumstances that have 
inordinately delayed the comple-
tion of  the new High Court Com-
plex for more than 10 (ten) years.”

heart.
“An assortment of  

loosely related tribes and 
villages living next to 
each other in the same 
geographical habitat not 
compelled by history to 
become a people or nation 
yet, but becoming one in 
a little confined place we 
have maimed one another 
at the start of  our journey. 
The thing to do now is to 
understand what has hap-
pened and is happening, 
and why? Then truthfully 
claim ownership of  the spe-
cific places where we have 
done the maiming and 
weakening of our people 
and society. 

“Then if  we can do 
that, compassionate un-
derstanding of others will 
come down from heaven. 
And we will start to inspire 
and help one another, to do 
the right things to build new 
relationships among our 
tribes. Our weaknesses and 
failures must, thus, become 
our common strength.” 

Iralu said that putting 
the Naga struggle, and thus 
Naga identity, into a con-
text not yet pursued col-
lectively. According to him, 
societies and nations ‘grow 
or collapse depending on 
whether the members learn 
to grow in their selflessness 

and responsibility or refuse 
to grow in the right direc-
tion.’ 

“I believe all our tribes 
have come to a plateau 
where we are meeting one 
another today because the 
hopes, desires and fears of  
our respective tribes have 
preserved us and kept us 
tribally. We may call this 
compelling urge or drive in 
each tribe: tribal narcissism. 

“On this plateau where 
we are, we find have to in-
spire one another to devel-
op another. As we have not 
needed to do this selfless 
caring for others before, we 
are doing it very badly at 
this early stage in our jour-
ney. What we must not do 
is to condemn our faltering 
attempts at reaching out to 
others,” he warned.

The impulse of  tribal-
ism, he said, among the 
Nagas was real and natu-
ral. But the trick was to ac-
cept and acknowledge that 
the ‘tribe-centred’ blueprint 
has ‘taken us’ to the present 
juncture. “But thus far only, 
no further. Goodbye.” 

Thus, he appeared to 
have suggested that the 
answer was in balancing 
acceptance and renuncia-
tion of the same idea. “And 
from now on we start to 
learn to rise to a higher 

level of  being a people and 
a nation but accepting the 
new ideas, attitudes and 
ambition that we are go-
ing to need for our journey 
ahead.   

“By condemning some-
thing that is so natural to 
us, don’t let us damage 
ourselves because they are 
such an important part of  
us. But learn to develop 
what we should develop 
to go forward, I think that 
is how I see,” he said. He 
identified “tribalism” and 
the peoples’ response to 
it as the ‘central idea’ that 
would come to define Naga 
future. 

“When God made 
the Nagas into so many 
tribes, did he make an un-
intended mistake because 
he was preoccupied with 
some larger projects of  
creation like the Chinese, 
the Indians, the Egyptians, 
the Europeans and so on? 
And was it another mistake 
when he put the desire to 
be a people and a nation 
into the hearts and minds 
and feverish imagination 
of all Nagas? 

“The desire to be a peo-
ple and a nation is some-
thing so strong in us. But 
when we live together we 
seem to be the opposite,” 
he observed. 

"Guwahati has always been seen as 
the gateway to the northeast," Sonowal 
said while inaugurating the Northeast 
Students and Youth Summit 2017. "But 
now, through the Act East Policy, we 
have envisaged making Guwahati the 
hub of southeast Asian connectivity," 
he stated. He said that his government 
has prioritised Prime Minister Naren-
dra Modi's vision of making the north-
east the new engine of India's growth 
by attracting investments and develop-
ing infrastructure.

"Astalakshmi of northeast today 
stands at the cusp of massive transfor-
mations. This is led by the youth, real-
ising the true potential of our region," 
Sonowal said. Stating that the northeast 
is known for rich water bodies, biodi-
versity and beautiful scenery, he said: 
"We have everything but now we have 
to work hard."

He said that Modi has sought a 
comprehensive action plan to solve the 
perennial problems of floods and has 
announced Rs. 100 crore for this. "If  
this is done, the rural economy will im-
prove," the Assam Chief Minister said.

He said that the central govern-
ment wanted the northeastern region 
to capture the southeast Asian market. 
"Prime Minister Modi wants the north-
east to be the most developed region 
and we have to prepare ourselves for 
this," Sonowal said. 

New Delhi, Sep. 16 (IANS): 
Marshal of  Indian Air Force 
Arjan Singh, who led the air 
operations in the 1965 war 
with Pakistan and was the na-
tion's oldest serving warrior in 
his five star rank, died here on 
Saturday after suffering a mas-
sive heart attack. He was 98.

Arjan Singh, the first and 
the only five star rank officer 
with the Indian Air Force, was 
admitted in a critical condition 
on Saturday to Army Hospital 
(R&R) after a heart attack. 
The end came at 7.47 p.m.

Tributes poured in for the 
legendary air warrior, who was 
a role model and an inspiration 
to generations of  servicemen. 
President Ram Nath Kovind, 
Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi, Congress President So-
nia Gandhi, Defence Minister 
Nirmala Sitharaman and sev-
eral former servicemen were 
among those who recalled his 
long and distinguished service 
to the nation. 

Modi, Sitharaman and the 
three service chiefs had earlier 
visited the Army hospital's In-
tensive Care Unit (ICU) where 
he was undergoing treatment. 
Appointed Chief  of  Air Staff  
on August 1, 1964, Arjan 
Singh, then 45, led the In-

Constellation and was the first 
Air Chief  to keep flying even 
when heading the force.

After his retirement in 
1969, he was appointed am-
bassador to Switzerland. He 
was Lt Governor of  New 
Delhi from December 1989 to 
December 1990.

President Ram Nath Ko-
vind, who is also the Supreme 
Commander of  the Armed 
Forces, said the late Marshal 
was a WW II hero and "won 
our nation's gratitude for his 
military leadership in 1965 
war".

Modi, in his tribute, said 
India will never forget Ar-
jan Singh's "excellent leader-
ship" in the 1965 war. "India 
mourns the unfortunate de-
mise of  Marshal of  the Indian 
Air Force Arjan Singh. We re-
member his outstanding serv-
ice to the nation." 

Modi also lauded his 
"determined focus on capac-
ity building" in the IAF which 
"added great strength to our 
defence capabilities"

Sonia Gandhi described 
Arjan Singh as an outstanding 
soldier and a diplomat who led 
from the front. "He will be par-
ticularly remembered for his 
successful operation tenure on 

the Burma Front during World 
War II. He was a jewel in the 
throne of  our Armed Forces 
and his extraordinary contri-
bution to as an Air warrior 
would always be a source of  
inspiration to us." 

Sitharaman said it is very 
rare for any country to have a 
warrior of  this potential and 
his demise was "great loss for 
the country". 

Born in Lyallpur (now Pa-
kistan's Faislabad) on April 
15, 1919, Arjan Singh hailed 
from a family where three gen-
erations before him had served 
the Army.

He was selected to the Em-
pire Pilot training course at 
RAF Cranwell when he was 
19. Promoted to the rank of  
Squadron Leader in 1944, he 
led the squadron against the 
Japanese during the Arakan 
Campaign and was awarded 
the Distinguished Flying Cross 
(DFC) in 1944.

Immediately after Inde-
pendence, he commanded 
Ambala Air Force Station in 
the rank of  Group Captain. 
Towards the end of  the 1962 
war, he was appointed as IAF's 
Deputy Chief  and Vice Chief  
in 1963, before rising to head 
the force.

dian Air Force effectively in 
the 1965 war with Pakistan, 
leading the air operations that 
pushed back the enemy offen-
sive. 

That was the pinnacle of  
the career of  a pilot, who grew 
up in the annals of  the Air 
Force as the first Indian chief  
to lead the force into a war. 
He was awarded the Padma 
Vibhushan for his astute lead-
ership of  the Air Force during 
the war and was conferred the 

rank of  Marshal of  the Air 
Force in January 2002. 

In his many firsts, one was 
leading the fly-past of  over 
100 aircraft over the Red Fort 
on August 15, 1947 -- on the 
morning of  the day India got 
Independence. Arjan Singh 
had flown over 60 different 
types of  aircraft from pre-
WW-II era biplanes to the 
more contemporary Gnats 
and Vampires besides trans-
port aircraft like the Super 
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Young Indians members from Sazolie College and St. Joseph’s College with speakers after the programme.

Chandu Agarwal, judges and administrators of CHSS along with the winner team.

Winner of Reiphinyu Sekhose Memorial Trophy along with headmistress and teaching faculty.

NSRLM Mission Director, Athel O Lotha with DMMU Wokha staff during her visit to the unit.

3rd Corps army  and Forest department officials after the awareness programme at Army Hq. Ranghaphar, Dimapur on Friday, Sep. 15.

CM to grace World Bamboo 
Day for Northeast India

NBSE notifies SJS holds annual spelling c’ship

Gov. conveys birthday greetings to PM

Assam Rifles nab two cadres 

NSRLM mission director visits DMMU Wokha

3rd Corps join hands with Forest dept. in protection of wildlife

CHSS organises inter-school cultural dance

NPF CEC meet time rescheduled
The Naga Peoples Front (NPF) Traditional Central 
Executive Council (CEC) meeting scheduled on Sep. 
19, 5 p.m. at Nousi Auditorium, Niathu Resort, 
Dimapur, the timing of the meeting has been 
extended to 5 a.m. President of NPF, Neiphiu Rio 
has informed all NPF MLAs to attend the meeting 
positively. 

DMC meet with WSC postponed
Dimapur Municipal Council (DMC) Administrator, 
Moa Sangtam has informed that the meeting 
convened with Ward Sanitation Committee has 
postponed to September 22. Time and venue 
remains the same. All are requested to take note of 
the change and attend the same positively.

NPA convenes general meeting
The Nagaland Pharmacists’ Association (NPA) 
has convened a general meeting on September 
26, 11 a.m. at Red Cross Conference Hall, PR Hill, 
Kohima. All the members of the association have 
been requested to attend the meeting. For further 
queries, members have been asked to contact its 
general secretary at 9612672016.

KMC convenes joint meeting 
The Kohima Municipal Council (KMC) has convened 
a joint meeting with all the panchayat chairman/
secretary and sanitation committee on Sep. 20, 
11 a.m. at KMC office to discuss some important 
issues related to waste collection vehicles and 
management. All  the concerned have been 
requested to attend the meeting positively.

News iN Brief

WEAthEr ForECASt iN othEr DiStriCtS 

Max Min DP rh rF

WoKhA 23.6 19.2 22 93 1.8

ZBt 23.3 16.3 17.1 81 NIL

MoN 30 23.2 22.6 92 NIL

tuENSANG 24 19.4 17.9 82 1

MKG 26.2 21.4 22 90 6.4

PhEK 27.2 19.4 21.6 93 NIL

KiPhirE 24 20.6 22.2 85 NIL

SEChÜ ZuBZA 29 20.5 22.7 74 NIL

LoNGLENG 20.5 19 17.8 82 NIL

tSEMiNYu 25 21.4 22 87 1

JALuKiE 28 17 23.2 84 NIL

MANGKoLEMBA 32.8 25.8 26.4 80 1.2

*Dew Point (DP) *Relative Humidity (RH) * Rainfall (RF)

Source: Department of Soil & Water Conservation, Nagaland 

Dimapur, Sep. 16 (EMN): 
The Young Indians, Sazo-
lie College in collaboration 
with Young Indians, Naga-
land Chapter organised a 
motivational talk on Sep.15 
at Sazolie College under 
the theme “a new perspec-
tive”.

Rsource persons for 
the programme were Rain-
bow Paints Proprietor, Vi-
jay Sharma; Founder and 
Chief  Traveler of  Indian 
Trails, Abraham Rohan, 
and Cyclist and Eco-Ac-
tivist, Project 72 Hours, 
Sievituo Solo.

The resource persons 

advocated the importance 
of  making the right career 
decisions. They shared that 
although they were placed 
in very comfortable jobs 
they had to switch their ca-
reers as they were not fully 
satisfied with their jobs. 
They recounted the strug-
gles and challenges they 
went through initially while 
switching their careers, but 
through determination and 
perseverance they could 
overcome the hurdles and 
succeed.      

Solo recounting his ex-
periences and adventures 
travelling to different coun-

tries in his bamboo bicycle 
and the things he had learnt 
from those trips encour-
aged the students to fol-
low their heart and do the 
things that they are good 
at, instead of  following 
and doing what others are 
doing. He urged the student 
community to be bold and 
shed their inhibitions, and 
not be too concerned about 
making mistakes because 
it is through mistakes that 
one can learn and develop 
oneself. He also urged them 
to be agents of  change in 
the society.  

The other resource per-

son Sharma shared about 
the importance of  ‘possess-
ing clarity of  thought and 
vision in choosing what 
one wants to do in life’. 
“Students should learn the 
importance of  multitasking 
and prioritising their works 
in order to excel” stated 
Sharma. He added that 
students should inculcate 
positive thinking and be 
surrounded by people who 
have positive attitude. 

Also, Sharma spoke 
about the importance of  
giving back to the society 
and expressed satisfaction 
in the fact that he is able to 

give employment to a good 
number of  Naga youths in 
his business establishment. 
He heartened the students’ 
to take pride in whatever 
they do. 

Rohan in his address 
encouraged the students 
to challenge themselves 
and break out of  their little 
chains or comfort zones. 
He urged them to experi-
ment and venture into dif-
ferent professions because 
by doing so, they will learn 
and figure out what they 
should do and what they 
should not do. “Failures 
will teach you” he added. 
He reminded the students 
that Nagaland has a lot 
of  potential for new busi-
ness ventures and that they 
should take cognizance of  
it. He also stated that stu-
dents should read more and 
be informed about what 
is happening in the world 
instead of  confining them-
selves to their own locality 
or state, so that they can 
acquire a broader perspec-
tive and equip themselves 
better.

Around 100 Young In-
dian members from Sazolie 
College and St. Joseph’s 
College, Jakhama, attend-
ed the programme, it was 
stated.

Dimapur, Sep. 16 (EMN): 
Chief  Minister, TR Zeliang 
will be gracing the World 
Bamboo Day celebration 
(North East India) as chief  
guest on Sep.18 and the 
19th at the Nagaland Bam-
boo Resource Centre, Di-
mapur. Secretary Ministry 
of  DoNER, Naveen Verma 
will be the guest of  honour.
The event will be observed 
under the theme “A natural 

celebration.”
Nagaland Bamboo 

Development  Agency 
(NBDA) has informed that 
the World Bamboo Day 
will be commemorated to 
create awareness on the 
significance of  bamboo 
as an important natural 
resource for the socio-eco-
nomic development of  the 
region.

The celebration will in-

clude technical summit on 
bamboo with the Ministry 
of  DoNER, inaugural ses-
sion, exhibition and sale of  
bamboo crafts from all the 
North Eastern State, visit 
to various units in Naga-
land Bamboo Resource 
Centre and Bamboo plan-
tation ceremony.  NBDA 
has invited all to join the 
celebrations from 9 a.m. 
onwards.

Dimapur, Sep. 16 (EMN): 
NBSE has notified all the 
Institutions registered 
with the board that the 
last date of  the national 
level painting, essay writ-
ing and quiz competitions 
for School, organized by 
the Petroleum Conserva-
tion Research Association 
(PCRA) has been extended 
to October 15.

To achieve the objec-
tive of  reaching every nook 
and corner of  the country, 
PCRA have developed 
a Web Portal and a Mo-
bile App for schools and 
school children to partici-
pate in the competitions. 
The incentive awards for 
the competition have been 
made very attractive, in 
the form of  cash prizes, 
laptops, tablets, including 
a study tour to Singapore. 

In addition to this, a cer-
tificate of  appreciation will 
be given to the best two 
students from each school 
in each of  the categories.

The detailed instruc-
tions for conducting the 
competitions by the schools 
and online submission for 
each competition are avail-
able at PCRA’s web portal 
www.pcracompetitions.
org or website www.pera.
org/ competitions.html. 

All heads of  registered 
institutions are once again 
requested to disseminate 
the information and en-
courage interested students 
to participate in the compe-
tition. For any further que-
ries on the subject, schools 
may contact PCRA’s Help 
Desk at 011-26715360 or 
email: contact@pcracom-
pctitioiis.org

Dimapur, Sep. 16 (EMN): 
The annual johnian spell-
ing championship of  St. 
John’s School Kohima was 
held on Sep. 1, under the 
theme “Quest for Excel-
lence” with Headmistress 
Khriezolenuo Sekhose, as 
guest of  honour. 

Tiasola Tzudir of  class 
VIII, daughter of  Zulu K. 
Tzudir and Amongla T. 
Longchar were declared 
the ‘Johnian Spel l ing 
Master 2017’ and won the 
most covetous Reiphinyü 
Sekhose ever rolling me-
morial trophy. The award 

also carries a citation cer-
tificate of  Johnian Spelling 
Master and scholarship for 
the year 2018. This intel-
lectual pursuit was held 
under the aegis of  English 
Department and was wit-
nessed by parents, invitees, 
students and teachers.

Dimapur, Sep. 16 (EMN): The Gover-
nor PB Acharya has conveyed birthday 
greetings to the Prime Minister of  India, 
Narendra Modi on behalf  of  the people 
of  the state.

In his message, the governor said 
under Modi’s visionary leadership, the 
state is striving hard to transform the 
nation into ‘New India’ - free of  poverty, 
corruption, dirt, casteism, communalism 
and terrorism. 

“We have come a long way since 
May 2014 when you took over as prime 

minister. Reforms across various sectors 
have prepared track for ‘Bullet Train’ to 
‘Dream New India,” the Governor said. 

Indicating that this year Modi’s birth-
day falls on Viswakarma Puja, the day 
of  celebration for Viswakarma-the di-
vine architect, Acharya said people are 
proud that Modi is their builder of  ‘New 
India.’

“May Almighty God bless you with 
good health and long life to continue the 
tireless efforts for a strong, prosperous and 
peaceful Bharat,” the message added.

Dimapur, Sep. 16 (EMN): 
Basing on specific infor-
mation regarding extor-
tion demand placed by 
armed cadres, troops of  

41 Assam Rifles along-
with police representative 
launched an operation at 
Ward No 8, Chumuke-
dima, on Sept. 14.

Dimapur, Sep. 16 (EMN): 
Nagaland State Rural Live-
lihoods Mission (NSRLM) 
Mission Director (MD), 
Athel O Lotha, visited Dis-
trict Mission Management 
Unit Wokha (DMMU) for 
follow-up discussion on 
the status and challenges 
of  Chukitong RD Block 
as resource block and way 
forwards, on Sep. 15.

While speaking on the 
challenges of  the Chuki-
tong resource block, Athel 
stressed that resource 
blocks must achieve vari-
ous criteria to be an ide-
al resource block under 
NRLM, however, keeping 
in view of  the size of  the 
block with less number of  
functional SHGs. She also 

urged the staff  and com-
munity cadres to re-mobi-
lize the defunct SHGs and 
form new SHGs wherever 
possible in all villages un-
der Chukitong block.

She further mentioned 
that, new blocks has been 
taken up to implement 
NRLM program in the dis-
trict, where resource block 
has a vital role in provid-
ing on ground trainings on 
various thematic functions 
and roles of  the mission. 
She reiterated that, the 
resource block must estab-
lished model SHGs and 
their own sustainable Insti-
tutions to attain resource 
block status. 

Assistant District Pro-
gram Manager (ADPM), 

Wokha NSRLM, Samu-
el Kithan presented the 
progress of  implemen-
tation on various pro-
grammes specified targets 
of  Chukitong and Wokha 
block detail analysis for 
resource block viability. 

P D,  D R D A  c u m 
District Mission Man-
ager (DMM) NSRLM, 
Thungdeno Mozhui, her 
welcome address, shared 
about the challenges of  
NRLM resource block 
keeping in view of  the cur-
rent status.

BDOs of  Chukitong, 
Changpang, Bhandari and 
SO of  Sanis along with 
DMMU staff  and block 
program managers also 
attended the meeting.

Dimapur, Sep. 16 (EMN): 
With the initiation of  the 
General Officer Com-
manding Army of  3rd 
Corps, Dimapur, Lieut. 
General, Anil Chauhan, 
an awareness programme 
for conservation of  wild-
life in general and Amur 
falcons in particular was 
organised at Manekshaw 
auditorium on Sept. 15.

Brigadier Rakesh Shar-
ma, Col. Ajit Yeole, Col. 
S. Rangnathan, JCOs, Ja-
wans, principals, teachers 
and students participated 
along with officers and 
staff  from the Wildlife 
Wing,  Forest  Depar t -
ment.

PCCF (Wildlife)  & 
Chief  Wildlife Warden, 
Satya Prakash Tripathi, 

Dimapur, Sep. 16 (EMN): Christian 
Higher Secondary School, Dimapur as a 
curtain raiser commemorating the 50th 
Anniversary grand finale, an Inter-School 
Cultural Dance Competition was organ-
ised on  Sep. 16 at the School Ground 
where 12 schools showcased the “Colours 
of  India” through different indigenous 
folk - Bhangra, Nepali, Bihu, Zeliang, Ao 
and Phom dances.

Chairman of  the Red Cross Society, 
Dimapur Chandu Agarwal who graced 
the occasion as the chief  guest said dance 
is the hidden language of  the soul, a way 
to find and lose oneself  at the same time. 
He added that dance teaches us to be a 
better person, a better version of  oneself. 
He also encouraged the participants by 

making them know that not all dancers 
are great because of  their techniques but 
because of  their passion.

The judges for the cultural dance 
competition were Director, Indigenu-
ous Cultural Society, Dr. H.Y. Chishi; 
Programme Officer, NEZCC, Oliver and 
Director of  Dreamz Unlimited, Tiakum-
zuk Aier.

Pilgrim Higher Secondary School 
with their Bhangra performance took 
the top prize of  Rs. 8000 and Dimapur 
Mission Higher Secondary School, the 
second prize of  Rs. 5000. 

The Best Costume was bagged by 
Holy Cross Higher Secondary School 
Dimapur and was awarded cash prize of  
Rs. 3000.

spoke on dependency of  
human beings on forests 
and intrinsic relationship 
among human beings, for-
ests and wild animals. He 
also shared about different 
habitats of  wildlife in Na-
galand conserved in pro-

tected areas and commu-
nity conservation areas.

Highlighting the steps 
taken by the government 
for protection of  Amur 
falcons since 2013, he ap-
pealed the students to pro-
tect forests and wildlife.

Wild l i fe  Wardenm 
Kiphire, Suman WM Shi-
vachar, gave powerpoint 
presentation on conserva-
tion of  wildlife in Naga-
land, highlighting different 
species found in the state. 
He also explained the le-

gal provisions for curbing 
wildlife crimes, captive an-
imals in Zoological Park, 
wildlife in protected areas 
and community conserva-
tion areas. He also shared 
the success story of  con-
servation of  Amur falcons. 

A documentary film titled, 
“Fly Free”, made by the 
Nagaland Forest Depart-
ment was also shown in 
the programme.

3rd Crops, Army Hq, 
Dimapur, Col. Y. Ajit 
Yeole, in his concluding 
remark, informed that 
all paramilitary units un-
der the control of  the 3rd 
Crops have been directed 
by the competent author-
ity to create awareness 
programme among Ja-
wans, children, students, 
villagers and other stake-
holders in protection and 
conservation of  wildlife 
and Amur falcons and that 
units are ready to provide 
assistance to the Nagaland 
Forest Department in this 
endeavour.

According to 41 Assam 
Rifles, during the opera-
tion, the team nabbed two 
cadres alongwith extortion 
slip of  Federal Govern-
ment of  Nagaland (FGN) 
duly signed by ‘Chapelee 
in Charge of  FGN,’ Zhopa 
Vero. 

The apprehended duos 
were identified as Zhekiho 
Awomi, (36 yrs), resident 
of  Old Showba, Dimapur 
and Katoi Yepthomi, (35 
yrs), resident of  Henivi 
village, Dimapur. The ac-
cused were handed over to 
Diphupar Police Station, 
Dimapur for further inves-
tigation.
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Limasenla Longkumer speaking at a seminar on cyber crime in Kohima 
on September 16.

Students of Yemhi Memorial College in Dimapur are seen cleaning Nepali Basti area during a cleanliness drive on 
September 16.

Governor PB Acharya giving away the award to one of the recipients 
during the ceremony held at the Raj Bhavan on September 16.

NAAC peer team handing over the report to the College principal and 
IQAC coordinator during the exit meeting on September 13.

Winners of the second inter-school literary competitions seen here with other participants, and teachers and members of an alumni association 
in Mokokchung on September 16.

NSLSA member-secretary Nino Iralu speaking at a seminar on child 
labour in Kohima on September 16.

State

84 scouts and guides conferred awards

NAAC peer team visits C-Edge College 

Yemhi College initiates cleanliness campaign 

People’s College holds literary competitions

Women group asked to devise mechanism to check child labour 

NE tops in cyber crime victims 
Our Correspondent

Kohima, Sep. 16 (EMN): 
With the internet users from 
Northeast region higher 
than the rest of the country, 
the corresponding number 
of  victims falling prey to 
cyber crimes also topped 
the list. This was stated 
by Limasenla Longkumer, 
trainer and legal aid counsel 
of  Nagaland State Legal 
Services Authority (NSL-
SA), while speaking at a 
seminar on cybercrime at 
Kohima today.

Longkumer informed 
that victims of cyber crimes 
were higher from the North-
east region because ‘we are 
an ignorant society.’ She 
also highlighted in the brief  
on the Information Tech-
nology Act 2000 which was 
further amended in 2008, 
and the legal implications 
of cyber related crimes.

The first ever case of  
cyber crime in the state 
was reported in the year 
2011 where a Naga girl fell 
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1ST DEATH ANNIVERSARY OF VISASIE-O LINYÜ
Dear Daddy,

A year has gone by since you left for your heavenly home, 
but your acts of love and words of wisdom remain in our hearts. 
We find solace that one day we will see you again in heaven. 
We miss you, Daddy.

Loving Wife, Children and GrandchildrenK-1349

victim of  incriminate pic-
tures posted by her so-called 
boyfriend. Luckily for her, 
with the dedication of  the 
law enforcement agency, 
especially the cyber crime 
branch the accused was 
awarded befitting punish-
ment.

Since then, cyber crimes 
in the state is reportedly 
growing over the years as 
the advancement of  tech-
nology and internet has 

consumed our every activity 
as it has given easy access 
to everything at a click of  
a button.

Stating that cyber crime 
has no jurisdiction and no 
limitation and can be com-
mitted from any parts of the 
country, she advised the us-
ers to be cautious and take 
precautionary measures 
while using the internet. 

Explaining that cyber 
crime is a global criminal 

network, Longkumer said 
hackers behind the compu-
ter are increasing who are 
very qualified programmers 
and have ways and means 
to decrypt anything and 
everything.

Noting that many peo-
ple are fond of  updating 
their every activity and lo-
cation in social media like 
facebook, twitter, instagram 
etc, she warned that this 
gives lots of  opportunities 
for kidnapping, trafficking 
etc.

Social networking, on-
line shopping, storing data, 
online gaming etc, she said 
are sources through which 
hackers and fraudsters can 
get the required informa-
tion of  a person resulting 
to crimes like frauds, cy-
ber bullying, phishing etc. 
‘Using high-tech facilities 
comes with lots of  price,’ 
she added.

While informing that 
the central government has 
noticed for setting up of  

cyber crime branch in all 
the districts, Longkumer 
maintained that the citizens 
should insist on setting up 
the same in all the districts, 
as there is only one cyber 
branch in Kohima.

Also observing the in-
sufficient manpower and 
fewer experts in the cyber 
crime branch, she insisted 
on strengthening the cy-
ber crime branch as cyber 
crimes are increasing and 
hackers are using more so-
phisticated software.

Longkumer also sug-
gested on intensive train-
ing for the law enforcing 
agencies to tackle these is-
sues and update themselves 
every now and then. 

Educating the partici-
pants on the dos and dont’s 
when filing FIR relating 
to cyber crime of  any na-
ture, Longkumer said vic-
tims should insist on both 
Information Technology 
Act 2008 and Indian Penal 
Code when filing FIR.

Staff Reporter 
Dimapur, Sep. 16 (EMN): Yemhi Memorial 
College (YMC), Dimapur, organised a one-day 
cleanliness campaign on the theme “Be clean, 
Be green, Be healthy” on September 16 along 
the link road connecting Lion’s Club junction to 
Metro Hospital point.

The cleanliness campaign was undertaken 
for the first time jointly organised by the College 
Anti Tobacco Committee (Be Healthy), Eco 
Club (Be Green) and NSS (Be Clean), aiming at 
creating awareness among the people and edu-
cate them on the importance of  cleanliness. 

The college was declared ‘tobacco free 
campus’ recently. It advocated curbing use to-
bacco substance especially among the student 
community. 

The main objective behind organising the 
campaign was to let the students have sensible 
understanding on work culture.

ernment Higher Secondary 
School and Yangtsapi of  
Canaan Christian Higher 
Secondary School were 
declared second and third 
winners respectively.

In the painting competi-
tion, Supongwati of  Queen 
Mary Higher Secondary 
School was declared win-
ner, while Limanaro Kichu 
of  NI Jamir Government 
Higher Secondary School 
and Indro Rao of  May-
angnokcha Government 
Higher Secondary School 
were declared second and 
third winners respectively.

In duet competition, 
Temsumongla Jamir  and 
SademlilanPonger of  May-
angnokcha Government 
Higher Secondary School 
were declared winners, 
while Leah and Nung-
shirenla of  Town Higher 
Secondary School and 
Alemwapang and Lika of  
Canaan Christian Higher 
Secondary School were 
declared second and third 
winners respectively.

Our Correspondent
Kohima, Sep. 16 (EMN): 
Altogether 20 Scouts and 
64 Guides under the Na-
galand State Bharat Scouts 
& Guides (NSBSG) were 
awarded with Rajya Puraskar 
(Governor’s Award), while 8 
Scouts and 11 Guides re-
ceived the Rashtrapati (Pres-
ident’s Award 2015-16) at a 
felicitation programme held 
at Raj Bhavan, Kohima, on 
September 16.

The awards were given 
away by the Governor and 
chief patron of NSBSG, PB 
Acharya.

Stating that the tasks 
of  the Scouts and Guides 
entailed personality develop-
ment of the youth, the Gov-
ernor encouraged them to 

render selfless service to the 
community. He also called 
upon the young Scouts and 
Guides to become ambassa-
dors of peace and progress, 
stating that they can play 
vital role in reaching out to 
the needy and poor people 
of the society.

Acharya also suggested 
that they can take the lead 
role to ensure that welfare 
schemes/projects of  the 
state and central govern-
ments reach the targeted 
beneficiaries.

Stating that the move-
ment is playing an active and 
important role in shaping the 
character of the youth in Na-
galand, he pointed out that 
the Scouts and Guides could 
contribute in strengthening 

Our Correspondent
Mokokchung, Sep. 16 
(EMN): People’s Col-
lege Alumni Association 
(PCAA) has organised its 
second edition of  inter-
school literary competi-
tions on September 16 on 
the theme, “Tribal cos-
mopolitanism: Reclaim-
ing modernity” at Peo-
ple‘s College auditorium, 
Mokokchung.

The competitions in-
cluded debate on the topic 
“Naga society is western-
ised not modernised,” 
painting and duet, which 
was participated by schools 
in Mokokchung district.

The college principal, 
T Imlitoshi Walling, in his 
welcome address, lauded 
the college alumni asso-
ciation for conceptualising 
the idea for creating an av-

enue where students from 
various schools would be 
able to interact and share 
knowledge and build a 
strong bondage between 
them.

He also encouraged the 
participants from various 
schools to take this oppor-
tunity not only to showcase 
their talents and knowledge 
they learn but also to learn 
and gain more knowledge 

from their fellow competi-
tors. 

Opening ‘Soyala’ and 
‘This is life’ were some of  
the special presentations 
made by the students of  
People’s College.   

In the debate competi-
tion, Onenchila of  Queen 
Mary Higher Secondary 
School was declared win-
ner, while Nyemchang 
Phom of  Senayangba Gov-

Our Correspondent
Kohima, Sep. 16 (EMN): 
With reported increasing 
cases of  child labour in 
which vulnerable children 
from pover ty str icken 
families particularly from 
Easter Nagaland have be-
come victims to abuse and 
ill-treatment in the domes-
tic sector, Kohima unit of  
Konyak Nyupuh Sheko 
Khon (KNSK) and Konyak 
Baptist Bumeinok Kohima 
(KBBK) Sheko Khong have 
jointly organised a seminar 
on ‘child labour, human 
trafficking and legal impli-
cations’ on September 16 at 
Red Cross Complex. 

Speaking as one of  the 
resource persons, member 
secretary of Nagaland State 
Legal Service Authority 
(NSLSA), Nino Iralu said, 
‘We have the best laws for 
child rights and protection’ 
and stressed on the need to 
work together stating that 
‘for every right, there is 
corresponding duty.’

Stating that children 
are our future, Iralu main-
tained that parents have 
vital roles to play by al-
lowing children for full 
development, democratic 
rights and protecting them 
from abuse, ill-treatment, 
and rejection etc.

While highlighting the 
legal implications on child 
labour and human traffick-
ing, Iralu pointed out that 
child labour in the context 

of  Nagaland is totally dif-
ferent from the mainland 
India, which is mostly done 
on consensus by both the 
families.

She said child labour 
in the state may not be an 
organised crime for us and 
people may not even be 
aware that they are traf-
fickers by bringing children 
from poverty stricken fami-
lies to provide them with 
education and better lives.

Although this may be 
done with a good inten-
tion, where in many cases 
children are left abused 
and battered, Iralu said 
this trading by the families 
crushed the dreams and 
hopes of  the children. If  
this trend continues, she 
opined that ‘our tomorrow 
will be lost.’

Expressing deep con-
cern on the huge supply 

of  children especially from 
Eastern Nagaland who are 
brought on the pretext of  
providing education, Iralu 
felt that ‘we are miserably 
failing in our duty.’ She 
challenged the Konyak 
women to come out of  
the culture of  silence and 
move to a culture of  ‘zero 
tolerance’ for a brighter 
tomorrow.

Pointing out that as a 
human being it is our duty 
to help another person in 
distress, she challenged the 
Konyak women to rise up 
to the occasion and help 
each other. She also sug-
gested on a strong mecha-
nism to check and keep 
a record of  every child 
brought from the area as 
domestic helpers.

Elucidating on ‘Chris-
tian parenting’ in the sec-
ond session, resource per-

son and NPSC chairman, 
A Yanang Konyak, said 
many a times, women were 
considered as servants or 
helpers in the family. How-
ever, he said God’s word 
clearly stated that ‘they our 
companion adding they de-
serve equality in all aspects 
of  life.’ 

Talking on the purpose 
of  marriage basing on five 
points namely in compli-
ance with God’s command, 
for companionship, for 
helping one another, for 
satisfaction of  biological 
desire and for honour, he 
said true marriage should 
be the principle of  mar-
riage.

Advocating to study in 
depth the purpose of  mar-
riage, he also reminded the 
legal age for marriage and 
balancing the responsibility 
of  marriage. Stating that 
marriage is not mandatory, 
he said children should be 
allowed to matured enough 
to take his or her own deci-
sion.

While speaking on the 
principle of  marriage and 
reiterating the parents re-
sponsibilities, Yanang said 
accepting a child means ac-
cepting the responsibilities 
to care for his/her physical, 
mental and spiritual needs 
and growth. 

Yanang informed that 
authoritarianism on the 
part of  parents should be 
discouraged and asked the 

parents not to compare 
their life with the children.

The sessions were mod-
erated by Emilo K Konyak 
and Manngam Konyak.

communal harmony, broth-
erhood, secularism so that 
the State could march ahead 
on the path of progress and 
prosperity in peaceful atmos-
phere.

State Chief Commission-
er of NSBSG, Atou Mezhur, 
expressed confidence that 
Scouts and Guides, who 
have taken pledge to help the 
people, would become better 
citizens and contribute to the 
growth of  the society. He 
also highlighted the rigor-
ous training the scouts and 
guides go through to receive 
the various awards.

The schools which were 
awarded with the Rajya 
Puraskar 2017 certificates 
included Vidya Bhavan 
School, Dimapur; Highland 
Hall School, Dimapur; As-
sisi School, Dimapur; Naga 
United Government High 
School, Dimapur; Good 
Shepherd Higher Second-
ary, Kiphire; Loyola Higher 
Secondary, Kiphire; El-Beth 
High School, Kiphire; Gov-
ernment Higher Secondary 
School, Dimapur; Eastern 
Academy School, Dimapur; 
Mezhur Higher Second-
ary School, Kohima; Chan-
dmari Higher Secondary 
School, Kohima; Corag-
gio School, Kohima; Little 
Flower Higher Secondary 
School, Kohima; and Bap-
tist High School, Kohima.

Dimapur, Sep. 16 (EMN): 
With the purpose to as-
sess for accreditation of  
the college, peer team of  
the National Assessment 
& Accreditation Council 
(NAAC), an autonomous 
body under the University 
Grants Commission (UGC), 
visited C-Edge College on 
September 12 and 13.

The  three -member 
peer team included Prof. 
Bhatnagar BP, former Vice 
Chancellor of  Rajasthan 
Vidyapeeth University as the 
chairperson; Prof. Sanjeev 
Kumar Sharma, Depart-
ment of  Political Science 
from Chaudhary Charan 
Singh University, Meerut, 
as the team coordinator; 
and Dr. KE Radhakrishna, 
former Principal of Surana 
College, Bangalore.

The two-day visit com-
prised of  interactions with 
the principal, IQAC, all the 
departments, teaching and 
non-teaching staff, students, 
members of  the Board of  
Governors, alumni, parents 
and all the other stakehold-
ers. 

The team also visited the 
various facilities and support 
services of  the college in 
which documentation and 
verification of various activi-
ties and programmes were 
carried out. 

The two-day visit ended 
with the exit meeting on Sep-
tember 13 in which the col-
lege principal, Dr. Chubatola 
Aier, delivered the welcome 
speech. She mentioned that 
applying for NAAC Assess-
ment and Accreditation was 
one of the main goals of the 
college since its inception as 
it believed in such process for 
quality education. 

During the exit meeting, 
the team chairperson, Prof. 
Bhatnagar BP, highlighted 
on some certain areas where 

the College can work to-
ward for improvement. He 
thanked his team for the 
hard work put in towards 
preparing the report which 
was later handed over the 
principal. 

Delivering the vote of  
thanks, Wapanginla Ao, 
IQAC coordinator of  the 
college, expressed gratitude 
to the team members for 
their sincere and effective 

evaluations during the visit. 
She also thanked the entire 
stakeholders of  the college 
for their continuous support 
and dedication, the Naga-
land University, Department 
of Higher Education, BoG 
members, students, alumni, 
guests invitees and especially 
to the NAAC, Bangalore, for 
their swift, efficient and sup-
portive process from submis-
sion of LoI to the visit. 
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AP govt. threatens with lawsuit

AUDSU organises freshesmen conclave 

Security forces 
apprehend NSCN rebels

Six held with 5.97 kg of 
smuggled gold in Manipur

DTC employees demand  salary 

Union 
minister 
inaugurates 
ASI circle 
office in Aizawl

Four injured 
in Manipur 
grenade blast

Manipur observes World Ozone Day 
Itanagar, Sep. 16 (PTI): The Pema 
Khandu government in Arunachal 
Pradesh has rejected Congress 
charges of  embezzlement of  Rs 
10000 crore against it and said if  
the party cannot substantiate the 
figure the government might file a 
defamation case against the PCC 
president.

“It is beyond comprehension 
from where the absurd figure has 
been conjured. It clearly shows 
that the opposition is oblivious of  
the scale of  finances available in 
the state,” government spokesman 
Passang Dorjee Sona told a press 
conference here.

“Congress is running out of  
issues and so they are trying to make 
issues out of no issues.

If  it cannot substantiate the 
figure, the government might go for 
filing defamation case against the 
APCC president,” he said.

“The Congress is suffering 
from selective amnesia and need 
introspection on the days of  utter 
mismanagement of  financial 
resources when they were at the 

helm of affairs.
“We will not allow the state 

to sink into the same state of  
mismanagement ... Congress, both 
at the state and the Centre are living 
in denial,” he added.

Presenting a broad figure of  
revised estimates of 2016-17, Sona 
informed that during the year 
the state received an amount of  
Rs 8388.30 crore under the 14th 
Finance Commission along with Rs 
200 crore against centrally sponsored 
schemes ,besides Rs 1157 crore 
against state s own resources and Rs 
713.91 from borrowings.

“Out of  the total receipt, 
an amount of  Rs 4453.91 crore 
was spent on salaries, wages and 
pension, while Rs 391.14 crore was 
spent on repayment of  debts, Rs 
2026.67 crore spent against central 
schemes including state share, 
Rs 2117.40 crore against normal 
departmental activities and Rs 
716.92 against Special Infrastructure 
Development Fund (SIDF),” Sona, 
who was accompanied by finance 
commissioner Ashis Kundra said. 

On the letter of the chief secretary 
Shakuntala Doley Gamlin to 
the finance commissioner, the 
spokesman said that an explanation 
has been sought from her to 
substantiate the basis of unfounded 
issues raised in her note.

“Being the chief advisor to the 
government, the chief  secretary 
has never mentioned any such 
apprehensions to the chief minister, 
the finance minister or the council 
of  ministers on any occasion even 
after lapse of  several months of  
implementation of the rationalized 
system, he wondered.

On another allegation made by 
the Congress that most of the fund 
under SIDF was spent in Tawang 
and Namsai districts represented by 
Chief Minister Pema Khandu and 
Deputy Chief  Minister Chowna 
Mein, Sona disclosed that out of the 
total 716.92 crore SIDF amount, Rs 
35.35 crore and Rs 36.15 crore were 
allocated to Tawang and Namsai 
which is barely five per cent each of  
the total allocation. The spokesman 
informed that with the objective 

to streamline and rationalize the 
concurrence mechanism, composite 
sanction of  schemes under the 
same object head was adopted 
by the finance department for 
speedy concurrence,  t imely 
implementation of schemes and to 
root out corruption which arises out 
of protracted repetitive procedures. 
“The present government is known 
for unprecedented reforms at all 
levels of  administration to bring 
about a transparent, accountable 
and corruption free governance, 
which no government has done in 
the past,” he said.

Sona said, the government 
believes in proactive disclosure and 
therefore the accounts till the last 
penny of the state exchequer are on 
social media platform and website.

“This government has nothing 
to hide. In fact we have put out all 
the schemes under implementation 
for public scrutiny precisely because 
we want a social audit and people 
of the area should tell us if there are 
complaints of  corruption or poor 
quality,” he added.

Our Correspondent
Imphal, Sep. 16 (EMN): 
Most of the speakers while 
observing state-level World 
Ozone Day in Imphal on 
Saturday expressed their se-
rious concern over the report 
of depletion of Ozone layer 
in the Earth’s atmosphere.

Ozone, a chemical and a 
bluish gas, lies concentrated 
as a thin layer enveloping the 
Earth at a height of about 24 
to 30 kilometers high above 
ground. This is Ozone layer, 
according to experts.

However industrialisa-
tion has been severely affect-
ing the natural system of this 
Ozone layer, according to 
Prof N Rajmuhon Singh of  
Manipur University’s chem-
istry department.

CFC which is com-
monly used in refrigerator, 
air-conditioners, paints, cos-
metics etc helps in depleting 
Ozone layers if it is released 
in the atmosphere as it can-
not be absorbed by plants 
unlike carbon dioxide, Prof  
Rajmuhon said.

So the Montreal Proto-
col, an international trea-
ty designed to protect the 
ozone layer by phasing out 

the production of numerous 
substances that are responsi-
ble for ozone depletion, was 
signed (by representatives of  
24 countries )on September 
16,1987, he said. The ozone 
layer protects life on earth 
from potentially harmful 
effects. The signatories of  
Montreal Protocol commit-
ted themselves to reduce 
and get rid of the chemicals 
which cause depletion of the 
valuable ozone layer.

Commemorating the day 
and importance of Ozone in 
human life,Manipur also 
joined in observing World 
Ozone Day under the aegis 
Directorate of Environment, 
Department of Forests and 
GP Women’s College at the 
latter’s college campus on 
Saturday.

Minister Forests and 
Environment, Horticulture 
and Soil Conservation, MA-
HUD and Town Planning 
Thounaojam Shyamkumar 
was the Chief Guest of the 
observation. Additional 
Chief  Secretary (Forests 
and Environment) Shambhu 
Singh and Director Y Na-
bachandra of Environment 
department and Principal 

Dr B Lalhari Sharma of  
GP Women’s College also 
attended the function.

Speaking on the occa-
sion, Minister Shyamkumar 
expressed the need to plant 
more trees to safeguard the 
earth from the green house 
effect besides reducing using 
of the chemicals which caus-
es ozone layer depletion.

Stating that remov-
ing Chlorofluorocarbon 
(CFC) costs India Rs 1,500 
crore and removing Hydro 
Fluoro Carbon (HFC) costs 
India Rs 3,500 crore, Ad-
ditional Chief  Secretary 
Shambhu Singh questioned 
whether the relatively poor 
countries be subsidising the 
richer countries for their 
comfort.

Stating that the day is 
being observed to spread 
awareness on the ozone lay-
er, its depletion and ways to 
preserve it, Prof Rajmuhon 
also suggested that children 
should be made aware of  
the environmental issues by 
including the topics in their 
syllabus. Deputy Director 
Th Bhogen of the directorate 
of  environment also spoke 
on the occasion.

Our Correspondent
Diphu, Sep. 16 (EMN): The employees 
of Diphu Town Committee (DTC) did not 
receive their salary for the last 45 months, 
in this regard the employees has closed the 
main gate from put the broom across in 
front of the main gate in demands of the 
salary. 

One of the employees lamented before 

this scribe said that, it is very hard for us 
to survive in this position even the retailer 
were refuse to give us credit.  So we are 
in demand if the higher authority did not 
pay attention to our demands we will go to 
impose the indefinite strike. While filling up 
this report the higher authority were on dis-
cussion concerning the matter. No positive 
response has made till writing this report.

Our Correspondent
Diphu, Sep. 16 (EMN): 
Assam University Diphu 
Campus Student’s Union 
(AUDCSU) has organised 
3rd General Fresher’s meet 
held at Joysing Doloi Audi-
torium here on today. 

Karbi Anglong Autono-
mous Council, Executive 
Member incharge Sericul-

ture department graced the 
occasion as the Chief guest 
said that,” it is great privilege 
for me to be apart of  this 
occasion, notably Assam 
University Diphu Campus 
is the only central university 
in the hill district of  Karbi 
Anglong. 

The set up of  univer-
sity in the hill region bring 

much profitable for the lo-
cal students who could be 
able to pursue their higher 
education. After estab-
lished of  this university 
maximum number of  local 
students needs not to go 
out for other distance place 
for higher students. So, he 
urges the students to get a 
maximum profit from this 

The guests were sitting on the diaz in the 3rd Social Freshers meet held at Joysing Doloi Auditorium on Saturday.

Th Shyamkumar speaking at the World Ozone day function in Imphal on saturday.

Mirror Crossword 1596sud0ku 1437
Every Sudoku has a unique solution that can be 
reached logically. Enter numbers into the blank 
spaces so that each row, column and 3x3 box 
contains the numbers 1 to 9.

solutions to CRossWoRD 1595

ACROSS
1. Angelic instrument
5. Strategic Cruise Missile
8. Utilizes
12. Lilly plant
13. Heaped
15. An indefinite quantity
16. Den of a wild animal
17. Crazy (slang)
18. Middle East prince
19. Perennial flower “Japanese 

meadowsweet”
22. Since
23. Japanese coin
24. Gelatinous food additive
26. City in Iran
29. Knows (archaic)
31. A water barrier
32. Liquid human waste
34. A fixed or angry stare
36. Spheres
38. More than 4 seasons
40. Jacket and trousers
41. River in France
43. Ancient stringed instruments
45. Pounds (abbrev.)
46. “Baby deliverers”
48. ______ Mimieux, actress
50. One of two
51. Regulates the environment
52. One of the 3 Stooges
54. Twisting or deforming motions
61. Beast
63. Inventor of the bathysphere, 

C.W. _____
64. Biting, sucking insects
65. Marsh plant
66. Horse (archaic)
67. Distinctive style or flair
68. Spreads for drying
69. Enclosure for swine
70. A couple or pair 
DOWN
1. One of 2 equal portions
2. Jai ____, sport
3. To rouse someone’s temper
4. Die
5. An idealized, harmonious 

community
6. A lump or chunk of earth
7. List of choices

8. United States of America
9. Gymnastic flip
10. Prince, chieftan or 

governor
11. Withered or dry
13. An assembly of the whole
14. Stage name of singer 

Robert Zimmerman 
20. South American 
country

21. Eager anticipation
25. Pointed leather tools
26. Unwelcome or 

objectionable element

27. Disillusioned
28. Astronaut Armstrong and 

singer Young
29. Small black dairy cattle 

breed
30. Clan
31. Disk Operating System
33. Negative
35. A proto-oncogene of 

chickens
37. Crystalline frozen 

precipitation
39. Cut 42. Norse for 

“Ruler of all”

44. French for “Seven”
47. Rounded handles
49. Followed surreptitiously
52. ____ Sahl, satirist
53. S-shaped curve in moldings
55. Fisherman’s tools
56. ____er totter
57. Submit or comply
58. Greasy
59. Intercollegiate sports group
60. To dispatch
61. Showman Sullivan, New 

York mayor Koch and TV 
journalist Bradley

solutions to suD0ku 1436

institution. The youths of  
today will be the leaders of  
tomorrow “.

The programme was 
also attended by local ex-
ecutive member Ratan Ter-
on and Longsing Teron, 
President Journalist Asso-
ciation Federation of Assam 
(JAFA) and other dignitaries 
were attended in the occa-
sion. 

Meantime, on the same 
day, Diphu Goverment Col-
lege Students Union Society 
(DGCSUC) also organised 
social fresher’s meet held 
at Rangsina Auditorium, 
Diphu Government Col-
lege. 

The program was at-
tended by Jagatsing Engti, 
KAAC, Executive Member 
incharge higher education 
department as the chief  
guest and Dr. Lipson Rong-
pi, Editor Drongo Express 
and others dignitaries were 
attended in the program.

Dimapur, Sep. 16 (EMN): 
A security force of  Dao Di-
vision have been involved 
in relentless operations 
against insurgents in South 
Arunachal Pradesh and 
Tinsukia district of  Assam 
for the last one month and 
has been able to restrict the 
movements of  NSCN cad-
res and also has again stuck 
a blow to their extortion 
activities, reported through 
a press release. 

In another such opera-
tion, the Changlang Bat-
talion in the evening of  
Sep.15 and morning of  
Sep.16 launched an opera-
tion in Malugaon of  Tinsu-
kia district.

It further stated that 
on Sep. 15 evening it ap-
prehended Kngmu Hak-
hun alias Ramesh Kakhun 
with a pistol, ammunition 
and a radio set On spot 

interrogation, he revealed 
his allegiance to NSCN 
(K) and had joined the 
banned outfit in 2015 and 
was working as a Ranapio 
and OGW in Ledo belt by 
providing logistic help and 
carrying out extortion on 
behalf  of  NSCN (K).

Thereafter on  Sep.16  
morning, the Security 
Forces apprehended a 
hardcore NSCN (K) cadre, 
self  styled private Singmai 
Hacheng. 

The individual admit-
ed his allegiance to this 
banned organisation and 
informed that he was ini-
tially recruited in NSCN 
(R) in Jun 2015, carried 
out training with them and 
later defected to NSCN 
(K) in Mar 2016 and has 
been involved with this 
banned outfit since them, 
it added.

Our Correspondent
Imphal, Sep.16 (EMN): 
A total of  5.97 Kilograms 
concealed in rectums of  
six individuals was seized 
by a combined team of air 
intelligence unit of the Cus-
toms Division, Imphal and 
CISF seized 36 gold biscuits 
weighing at Imphal Interna-
tional airport here on Friday.

The gold biscuits were 
smuggled from abroad in 
two batches and their mon-
etary value is Rs 1.79 cr., ac-
cording to Deputy Commis-
sioner Gaikhonlung Panmei 
of  Customs Division, Im-
phal. Earlier there were cases 
of  gold and gold jewellery 
concealed by coating their 
surface with another metal 
or inside metal parts of bags 
and baggages. But this was 
the first time gold was found 
concealed inside rectums, 
Gaikhonlung said.

The arrested gold smug-
glers are Kewal Singh 
(27),Dulair Singh (21) both 
from Jammu & Kashmir, 
Neeraja (31) from Amritsar, 
Punjab, Rintu Haider (24), 
Mintu Pan (29) both from 
West Midnapore, West Ben-
gal and Rohit Bagga (31) of  
Central Delhi. All of them 
concealed the gold biscuit 
inside their rectums but the 
number of gold biscuits con-
cealed inside their bodies 
differs. The customs officer 
said it would take time to 
establish the owner(s) of the 
gold biscuits as the arrested 
persons are working as cou-
riers. There are possibilities 
of  smuggling gold in such 
manner earlier too, he felt.

It could be the tip of an 
iceberg, he added. There are 
also chances of  smuggling 
contraband drugs in such 
inventive manner.

Aizawl, Sep. 16 (PTI):  
Union Minister of  State 
for Culture Dr Mahesh 
Sharma today inaugurated 
a circle office of  the Ar-
chaeological Survey of  
India (ASI) here.

Sharma expressed the 
hope that the ASI circle of-
fice would be instrumental 
in the works done by the 
ASI in the north east region.

Mizoram Governor Lt 
Gen Nirbhay Sharma said 
the nation should learn its 
roots and the contributions 
of  the ASI in this regard 
was enormous.

Imphal, Sep. 16 (IANS): 
Four employees of  Hindus-
tan Construction Company 
in Imphal were injured when 
a hand grenade was lobbed 
at the office on Saturday, 
officials said.The injured 
persons are undergoing treat-
ment at Raj Medicity in Im-
phal. Hospital sources said 
that the injured persons are 
not in serious condition. 
The grenade was lobbed at 5 
p.m.Manipur Chief  Minister 
N. Biren Singh, who also 
holds the Home portfolio, 
said: “Rapid action police 
force rushed to the office. 

There is Central Reserve 
Police Force (CRPF) camp 
near the office.” He assured 
that the perpetrators will be 
found. Police who rushed to 
the site of the blast said “the 
grenade was made in China”. 
All nearby areas were searched 
to look for the suspects. How-
ever, no arrest was made. 
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LFHSS students attend UN model conferenceBJP Wokha endorses clean elections

Dr. TM Lotha and party workers after planting a sapling in Wokha on September 16.

Section of students during the model United Nations International Conference 2017 held at the United 
Nations Headquarters, New York City, USA, from August 14 to 16.

EM Image

Our Correspondent
Wokha, Sep 16 (EMN): 
Wokha unit of  the Bharati-
ya Janata Party (BJP) has 
endorsed the call of  the 
Nagaland Baptist Church 
Council (NBCC) on clean 
elections and resolved 
working towards providing 
a corrupt free government 
in the State.

The resolution to this 
effect was taken during 
its 6th executive meeting 
held at its district office on 
September 16 with Dr. TM 
Lotha, Advisor of  Treasury 
and Accounts, as the spe-
cial guest.

Among other resolu-
tions, the unit has reaf-
firmed full support and 
co-operation to the party 
under the leadership of  its 
State president Visazolie 
Lhoungu to strengthen the 
party from booth level to 
higher level.

The unit also resolved 
to put up potential candi-
dates in all the four constit-
uencies and to work dedi-
catedly to ensure its victory. 
Besides, it welcomed any 
new members to enrol in 
the party and also give di-
rect active membership to 
tall leaders, retired bureau-
crats and leaders from dif-
ferent political parties who 
opted to join the party.

IN THE COURT OF DEPUTY COMMISSIONER DIMAPUR DISTRICT
HEADQUARTER CHUMUKEDIMA, CAMP: DIMAPUR: NAGALAND

Dt. Dimapur the 12th Sept’ 17

NOTICE
No. M.-573/17/10133-34   Notice is hereby given 
that Shri/Smti Ajungla Andrew Vrs- Kiyevi Awomi  resident of 
Puranabazar ‘B’ Town/Village in the District of Dimapur, Nagaland 
under Rule 50 & 51 Assam Land Revenue Regulation 1886 have 
applied for Mutation of land described in the schedule below:-
The undersigned under Rule 52 of the said Rules do hereby invites 
claims/objections concerning to the said land, if any & should be 
submitted to this court in writing on or before 12.10.17. 
SCHEDULED OF LAND AND BOUNDARY
Name of Patta Holder: Ajungla Andrew
Village/Block No: Naharbari (P.K), Patta No: 180
Dag No: 455/537, Area: 00-01-05 Sd/- 

Deputy Commissioner
Dimapur: NagalandD-4643

IN THE COURT OF DEPUTY COMMISSIONER DIMAPUR DISTRICT
HEADQUARTER CHUMUKEDIMA, CAMP: DIMAPUR: NAGALAND

Dt. Dimapur the 14.09.17

NOTICE
No. M.-578/17/   Notice is hereby given that Shri/
Smti Akheto Chishi -Vrs- Kiyevi Awomi  resident of Dimapur Town/
Village in the District of Dimapur, Nagaland under Rule 50 & 51 Assam 
Land Revenue Regulation 1886 have applied for Mutation of land 
described in the schedule below:-
The undersigned under Rule 52 of the said Rules do hereby invites claims/
objections concerning to the said land, if any & should be submitted to 
this court in writing on or before 14.10.17. 
SCHEDULED OF LAND AND BOUNDARY
Name of Patta Holder: Akheto Chishi
Village/Block No: Puranabazar, Patta No: 871
Dag No: 104/1354, Area: 02-02-17
North: Toivi, South: Atovi, 
East: Sheipu, West: Akheto 

Sd/- 
Deputy Commissioner

Dimapur: NagalandD-4644

IN THE COURT OF PRINCIPAL DISTRICT & SESSIONS JUDGE
DIMAPUR: NAGALAND

S/C No.154/17NOTICE
NOTICE INVITING CLAIMS/OBJECTIONS OF OTHER CLAIMANT(S) 
FOR ISSUE OF SUCCESSION CERTIFICATE UNDER PART-1 OF INDIAN 
SUCCESSION ACT 1925.
Whereas application under Succession Act 1925 for grant of Succession 
Certificate for the estate/pension benefits of Late. Yarlila Ao Alias Yarlila 
has been applied by Shri/Smti Imnazuba S/o Lt. Tzudilepdang H/O 
Yarlila Ao Alias Yarlila R/o. H. No.130, Imkonglenden Colony, Dimapur 
Nagaland for possession of:

Notice is hereby given that any person having interest in the 
administration of the estate/pension benefits of the said deceased, may 
if she/he so desire appear in this court on or before the said day of 12th 
October 2017.
Given under the hand and seal of the Court this the 12th September 2017.

Sd/- (S.HUKATO SWU)
Principal District & Sessions Judge

Dimapur: Nagaland.

1. PPO No- 111300552
2. SBI  A/C No.-10810626759 

D-4642

NAGAWRESTLEMANIA-6
(King of The Ring Series 2017)

26th to 28th October 2017 at Kohima Local Ground
REGISTRATION FORMS AVAILABLE AT

1. 3E O�ce, Dzevi Building, near Kohima Local 
Ground

2. Sportsworld, Taxi Stand, Kohima
3. Orchid Store, Razhu Point, Kohima
4. Life Centre, Pfutsero

Registration fees: Juniors - Rs. 200/- & Seniors - Rs. 500/-

LAST DATE OF REGISTRATION - 14th OCTOBER 2017
K-1350

Announcement for submission of Online Examination Application Forms (OEAF) with respect to the ‘O’/ ‘A’/ ‘B’/ ‘C’ Level 
Examinations of NIELIT to be held in January 2018.

An Autonomous Scienti�c Society of Ministry of Electronics and Information Technology, (MeitY), Govt. of India
NIELIT Bhawan, Plot No.3, PSP Pocket, Sector-8, Dwarka, New Delhi-110077 
Helpline No. (Toll Free) : 1800116511 Website: http://www.nielit.gov.in  

National Institute of Electronics and Information Technology (NIELIT) 

Detailed calendar of events indicated below:

For latest updates please visit http://www.nielit.gov.in. 

Availability of Online Examination Application Forms at: http://student.nielit.gov.in  September 18, 2017 

Online Examination Application Form (OEAF) verification for Institutes at: http://onlineaccr.nielit.gov.in September 18, 2017 

Last date of submission of Online Examination Application Forms (OEAF) with requisite fee for Direct and Institutes’ candidates October 31, 2017 
Last date for forwarding the Online Examination Application Form by institutes after verification and payment November 10, 2017 
Commencement of the theory examinations of ‘O’/‘A’/‘B’/‘C’ levels January 13, 2018 
Commencement of Practical Examinations January 27, 2018
Declaration of ‘O’ Level Result March 21, 2018 
Declaration of ‘A’, ‘B’ & ‘C’ Level Results March 28, 2018 

IMPORTANT INSTRUCTIONS: 
 The Examination Application Forms are to be submitted through online mode only alongwith online payments of related fees through Net-Banking/ Debit/Credit Card/ RTGS-

NEFT.  Candidate can avail the services of CSC (Common Service Centre) for filling up of Online Examination Forms and/or Payment of the Examination Fees. The locations 
of CSCs is available at www.csc.gov.in.
There is processing fees of Rs.100/- per Examination Application Form in addition to the requisite fees for the Theory/Practical modules applied for. 
Before filling the form, candidates are advised to go through the instructions given at www.nielit.gov.in/sites/default/Files/GI_OEAF.pdf  
Candidates who have already created login with NIELIT may use the same user ID and Password to fill the OEAF 
Institute authorized to conduct the courses under NIELIT have to verify candidature of the students who have forwarded their Examination Application Forms through them 
and pay the Examination fees using the link http://onlineaccr.nielit.gov.in. D
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Theme :- ‘ARISE AND SHINE…..’ Isaiah 60:1

Venue : Mother Church, Wokha Town Baptist Church
Date : 27th Sept – 1st Oct’2017

Time :  4:30 pm(daily)
ORGANISED : YOUTH DEPARTMENT WOKHA TOWN BAPTIST CHURCH

TRANSFORMATION CRUSADE TEAM KOHIMA
K-1348

Ministry of Science and Technology
Department of Science and Technology

Call for Research Proposals for 2017-18

Science and Technology of Yoga and Meditation
(SATYAM)

In the year 2015, Department of Science and Technology (DST) conceptualized a new research 
program- ‘Science and Technology of Yoga and Meditation’ (SATYAM) - under its Cognitive Science 
Research Initiative (CSRI). As Yoga and Meditation are interdisciplinary endeavors that interface with 
Neuroscience, Medicine, Psychology, Physiology, Philosophy, and so on, therefore an interdisciplinary 
approach is needed to converge different & diverse disciplines as well as approaches & methods in 
the study of yoga and meditation. Thus comprehensive research on yoga and meditation is expected 
to address various challenges confronting physical and mental health. This new programme is aimed 
to foster scientific research on the effects of yoga and meditation on physical & mental health and on 
cognitive functioning in healthy people as well as in patients with disorders. 
In light of the above, for the year 2017-18, research proposals are invited from scientists/academicians, 
preferably having prior research experience in scientific aspects of ‘Yoga & Meditation’. Multi-centric, 
interdisciplinary research proposals are also encouraged. 
Themes: Basic themes being covered under SATYAM include, among others, (1) investigations on the 
effect of Yoga and Meditation on physical and mental health and well being, and (2) investigations on the 
effect of Yoga and Meditation on the body, brain, and mind in terms of basic processes and mechanisms. 
Who can apply: Scientists/academicians with research background in ‘Yoga and Meditation’ and 
having regular position are invited to participate in this initiative.
Practitioners actively involved in yoga and meditation practices are also encouraged to apply in 
collaboration with academic and research institutions of repute. Interested researchers are required to 
submit research proposals in their area of expertise along with Endorsement Certificate from the Head 
of the Institution and detailed bio-data of PI and Co-Pls. The project proposal format is available on the 
DST websites: www.dst.gov.in and onlinedst.gov.in.   
Project duration: The project is tenable for a maximum period of three (3) years. 
How to apply: DST has started e-PMS (onlinedst.gov.in) for online submission of research proposal. 
Principal Investigator has to register at this portal and then upload the proposal in the given format. 
Format of SATYAM Proposal is available on e-PMS under KIRAN Division and at DST website. Two 
(2) hardcopies of submitted research proposal should also be sent to Dr Vandana Singh, Scientist, 
Department of Science and Technology, Technology Bhawan, New Mehrauli Road, New Delhi-110016, 
by Speed Post. The envelope should be superscribed with “SATYAM”. 
Last date of Proposal Submission is: 31 October 2017. Davp 36101/11/0020/1718

The unit has also re-
solved to undertake tour 
in all the four mandals 
during October in order to 
strengthen the party from 
grass-roots to district level.

Speaking on the occa-
sion, Dr. TM Lotha urged 
the party men to vigorously 
in order to strengthen the 
party and to ensure victory 
of  the party candidates in 
all the constituencies in the 
ensuing elections.

With the dedicated 
service from all the party 
workers, Lotha was hope-

ful that BJP would form 
government after 2018 
elections in the State. He 
also shared the visions of  
the Union Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi to bring 
development in the State 
and the entire North east-
ern states.

Lotha also clarified 
that BJP is a political party 
based on secularism under 
the constitution of  India. 
Stating that BJP is against 
corruption, he said the 
party stands to eradicate 
and set up a corruption-

free government. He added 
that BJP in the State has 
supported the Nagaland 
Baptist Church Council 
(NBCC) initiative on clean 
elections.

Earlier in the day, clean-
liness drive was conducted 
by BJP Wokha district to 
commemorate the birthday 
anniversary of  the Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi, 
which falls on September 
17. To mark the occasion, 
Dr. TM Lotha planted a 
tree sapling along with par-
ty workers in the district.

Dimapur, Sep 16 (EMN): 
Livingstone Foundation 
Higher Secondary School, 
Dimapur, scripted history 
as the first school in Naga-
land to attend the model 
United Nations Interna-
tional Conference 2017 
held at the United Nations 
Headquarters, New York 
City, in USA from August 
14 to 16.

During the conference 
at New York, the students 
and faculty members from 
the school had the rare 
privilege of  exposing their 
diplomatic and interna-
tional relationship acumen 
by participating in differ-
ent committee simulations 
of  the United Nations like 
the UN Security Council, 
the World Health Organi-
sation, International Press, 
UN International Human 
Rights Commission and 
International Court of  
Justice.

Besides the formal 
programme, the delegates 
also visited some prom-
inent places of  interest 
in USA like the White 
House, Statue of  Liber-
ty, Times Square, World 
Trade Centre Memorial, 
Kennedy Space Centre, 
Disney World, Sea World, 
St. Patrick Cathedral, Lin-
coln Memorial, US Capi-
tol, etc. 

The delegates noted 
that the most striking as-
pect behind the success 
of  such a great nation 
was the humility of  its 
citizens and the excellent 
roads across its length and 
breath, which speak vol-
umes for themselves. This 
was amplified through the 

famous adage that ‘Roads 
in America are not good 
because Americans are 
rich; rather Americans are 
rich because of  the good 
roads.’

They also learned a 
valuable lesson in terms of  
development of  Nagaland 
wherein they felt that the 

same principle of  Ameri-
can way of  life could be ap-
plied in Nagaland through 
humility and development 
of  roads primarily, thereby 
achieving the similar kind 
of  development like the 
US in the long run if  we 
pursue the goal earnestly 
without any corruption.

Alleged NSCN (K) cadre along with the seized arms under Assam Rifles 
custody.

AR nabs NSCN (K) cadre

NEC launches SBIK 
for Northeast region 

Dimapur, Sep 16 (EMN): 
Troops of  5 Assam Ri-
fles, during an operation, 
arrested one NSCN (K) 
cadres in Asuto village un-
der Zunheboto district on 
September 14. 

The accused has been 
identified as Itoka Awomi 
(31), son of  Shetoi Awomi 
and resident of  Asuto vil-
lage in Zunheboto. He was 
reported to be a ‘self  style’ 
Raja Peyu of  NSCN (K).

During the operation, 
the troops seized one 7.62 
mm Assault Rifle, two 7.62 
mm rifle magazines, one 
hundred sixty three live 
rounds of  7.62 mm and 
three live rifle grenade from 
his possession. 

The apprehended indi-
vidual along with the re-
covered items were handed 
over to Zunheboto Police 

Station for further inves-
tigation, AR statement 
said. 

In an unrelated pro-
gramme, troops of  22 As-
sam Rifles conducted a 
free medical camp at Gov-
ernment Middle School in 
Ziphu village under Phek 
district on September 14. 

The aim of  the medical 
camp was to provide free 
medical treatment to local 
populace and students of  
remote areas devoid of  req-
uisite medical facilities. A 
specially constituted team 
under Assistant Comman-
dant Balmuri Avanish, As-
sam Rifles Medical Officer, 
examined 42 people includ-
ing 15 males, 24 females 
and 3 children. 

The team also carried 
out medical check-up of  
32 students of  Government 

Dimapur, Sep. 16 (EMN): 
Secretary of  North East-
ern Council (NEC), Ram 
Muivah, has inaugurated 
the Space Based Informa-
tion Kiosk (SBIK) in its 
Secretariat on Septem-
ber 12 in the presence of  
Planning Advisor NEC, 
CH Kharshiing; Director 
of  North Eastern Space 
Applications Centre (NE-
SAC), Dr. PLN Raju; and 
other senior officials of  
NEC and NESAC. 

Space Based Informa-
tion Kiosk (SBIK) pro-
gramme is one of  the 
unique initiatives of  NEC 
executed by NESAC in 
close collaboration with 
State Remote Sensing Ap-
plications Centres of  North 
Eastern Region to show-
case the capability of  space 
technology inputs for devel-
opmental planning activ-
ity through single window 
system. The programme 
was launched with an ob-
jective to strengthen the 
planning and monitoring 
mechanisms of  the projects 
funded by NEC and other 
organisations of  Ministry 
of  Development of  North 
Eastern Region and various 
central government depart-
ments in the NER.

SBIK contains infor-
mation on land use land 
cover (LULC), wetlands, 
wastelands, forest work-
ing plan, land degradation 

map (LDM), roads, drain-
ages and settlements, soil 
map on each states, ground 
water prospect map, wet-
lands infrastructures, in-
puts for disaster manage-
ments support programme 
etc. derived from using 
space technology inputs 
for satellite data coupled 
with intense ground truth 
for different periods and 
scales. 

I t  i s  instal led in a 
‘Touch Screen Based Sys-
tem’ and allows users to 
get live weather updated 
from MOSDAC site of  
ISRO and Bhuvan Satellite 
and Base Data. It is also 
linked with the Geoportal 
– North Eastern District 
Resources Plan developed 
by NESAC.

SBIK has become one 
of  the important tools for 
a large number of  line de-
partments of  North eastern 
region. Large number of  
installation and demon-
stration takes place in the 
offices of  chief  secretar-
ies and line departments 
including state/ central 
agencies covering entire 
NE region. 

NEC press  re lease 
stated that SBIK will be 
installed in all the line de-
partments in the NER for 
maximum utilisation of  
space technology inputs 
for developmental planning 
activity.

Middle School, Ziphu. Free 
medicines were provided to 
the ailing. Apart from the 
medical assistance, basic 
knowledge on epidemic 
diseases including precau-
tions was also imparted.
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Perception of Political Offers Why Should Nagas Boycott Aadhar

Naga Indigenous: Minority-in-Waiting Generation

Spiritual Investments of a Spiritual Future

As the lot of  Nagas are 
made eavesdropping 
from all corner and 
sides by various po-

litical proposers, each with their 
own designs of  agenda they think 
best suit the need of  realistic po-
litical mileage for restoring the ur-
gent deficiencies in economic and 
infrastructural aspect… while the 
presentations appear to be well 
furnished and effectively tangible 
for the masses to comprehend, 
the proposers themselves seems 
to be ignorant or deviating from 
the social norms and etiquette 
that follows in a democratic state, 
which are not as much as to faint-
ly perambulate as it is to adhere 
by. We have witnessed enough 
loss of  lives of  our nationalistic 
brethrens since the day our true 
nationalist pioneer AZ Phizo and 
his comrades initiated the call 
of  revolution against the Indian 
government. And as the issue of  
sovereignty further got dragged 
towards the 80’s, there emerged 
the NSCN; and henceforth we 
have witnessed many more rifts 
among the Naga nationalists—
who all claim to uphold the ve-
racity of  their struggles for the 
legit cause of  the Nagas.

It would be culpable and the 
statement itself  mounting to self-
collapsing if  we are to leverage 
the sacrifices our predecessors 
laid for the nationalistic cause 
upon a singular party—who 
would well enunciate the losses 
incurred as solely theirs alone. 
Every group, in subsequent 
times, had played equal role and 
shed equal bloods of  their fellow 
comrades, while conflicting with 
Indians or during crucial dis-
putes among themselves relating 
to differences in ideologies and 
policies. A lot more has to be di-
vulged upon the course of  events 
and the barriers our nationalist 
groups had to overcome over the 
course of  years till date.

With the ongoing drive of  
the various political parties for 
the upcoming election, an assur-
ance has to be made solid of  their 
loyalty with the manifestos by 
introducing more reforms for a 
liable polls keeping full aware of  
the contingency, which till date 
has not bore fruitful. Until the 
governing structures are made 
transparent for a feasible account-
able governance, it could not be 
expected of  any party to deliver 
the people with the long due de-

velopment. 
The Nagas of  Nagaland anx-

iously anticipates the participa-
tion of  the NNPGs (WC) and 
NSCN (K) to deliberate on the 
framework agreement of  the 
NSCN (IM) with India, for a con-
clusive broad based solution. The 
centre being the caretaker, should 
also account itself  to play a bigger 
role than feasibly taking sides, as 
it is for the larger interest of  the 
long protracted Naga issue.

Regarding the modus oper-
andi of  the NSCN in their in-
terim government, highlighted by 
KK Sema, as they propose pres-
ently, the rigid ramification in its 
structure appears to be centered 
around due-based—for its mem-
bers and supporters. If  this is to 
be implemented then it leaves 
room for assessment; if  the Naga 
people would also be made to ac-
tively hold the higher offices or if  
it is reserved for the present mem-
bers. Also a befitting structure in 
a democratic government neces-
sitates a healthy public relation 
platform to address and remain 
accountable to the people.      

K. Chubemo Naga
Academician Researcher

Wokha, Nagaland.

Aadhar is linked to our Bank 
Account, our Ration card, our 
Phone Number, our Gas card, 

our Pan card etc etc it is linked to eve-
rything which we cannot do without in 
our day today activities.
	I do not know about the State gov-

ernment employees, but the central 
employees have already linked even  
our services with Aadhar in 2016.

	Now let me highlight a few points 
on GST Number as many may not 
be aware of  this.

	GST  uses   the same number allot-
ted to your Pan card with a few ex-
tra number added.  "Business peo-
ple will know this better"

 For a business man in order to 
buy goods above 50,000 GST  
number is required.  Now do 
you see what I am getting into 
GST=PAN=AADHAR. Today it 
is  only businessman  who are re-
quired  to produce GST number to 
buy goods, but tomorrow all Indian 
citizen  will be required to produce 
GST number to buy goods.

	Today  we are using paper pass 
book, paper pan card , paper Aad-
har card, paper ration card but to-
morrow a single  electronic chip 
which has all your different cards 
Incorporated in it  will be used and 
without this you will not be able to 

perform  any kind of  transection. 
"This is really frightening".

	I am just a layman, but even I can 
see that the predictions of  the Bible 
is happening and playing out  right 
in front of  our eyes.

	My question is can NBCC as the 
apex body of  the church start boy-
cotting this Aadhar in Nagaland. 
We do have a special provision Arti-
cle 371A don't we? can this be  used 
to  fight with the Indian government 
to exempt Nagaland from the usage 
of  this Aadhar. Why are we know-
ingly playing right into the hands of  
the devil.

	God did have   a plan for us from the 
beginning. God never wanted us  to 
be under the yoke of  the Idol wor-
shippers that is why he  gave our Fa-
ther A.Z Phizo the wisdom to start 
this freedom struggle.

	God would have rescued us long 
time back but because our National 
workers and all the Nagas   just like 
all Christians in Nagaland prayed 
from the mouth only and the body 
committed sins.  Extortion, kidnap-
ping, killing, bribery, corruption 
were simply the order of  day; that 
is why God has prolonged our free-
dom just like he did to the Israelite, 
they were also made to roam for 40 
years on a 40 days journey. And also 

made to be under the yoke of  Idol 
worshippers Baal and Assyria.

	All of  us can understand that this 
AADHAR will ultimately culmi-
nate to   a chip which will contain 
all essential documents,  bank ac-
count, GST , pan card, ration card  
etc which we will have to implant 
into our body or starve. Why not 
fight this Aadhar now, lest we be ad-
monished for not even putting up a 
fight.

	Massive response to the call for 
clean election by  various organiza-
tion and churches  is very encour-
aging, likewise why not we fight  to 
stop this AADHAR together.

	Some may say lets wait for the su-
preme Court verdict, but Aadhar is 
already necessitated in everything.  
Nevertheless we Nagas have to boy-
cott Aadhar on three counts.

1. Since we are fighting India to free 
us, we have every right to boycott 
Aadhar. 

2. Aadhar is infringement of  privacy
3. It is clearly the number of  the beast 

therefore we should avoid Aadhar.
NBCC please take the initiative
Some people may laugh at me but I 
have done my part. Amen.

Jevito Shohe
jecketo1972@gmail.com 

I was delighted to read the news report, captioned 
‘Centre has directed states to deport illegal immi-
grants’ published by local dailies on August 13, 
2017. It’s more than a month now and I believe our 

Government is already in receipt of  this letter as it was 
reported in the media that “Ministry of  Home Affairs 
has written to all states to identify illegal immigrants 
and deport them”. Nagaland belongs to us because we 
are indigenous by birth. The question is, “Are we still 
safe in our own land like our forefathers’ generation?”  
Sadly, there is a serious threat to traditional land own-
ers in their own land and I call it Minority-in-waiting 
Generation. 

Vasco da Gama, a Portuguese explorer was the first 
European who came to India in search of  trade prospect 
in 1498. Through this the Europeans discovered the sea 
route to India. Many French and Dutch started enter-
ing India for trade and the British was the last to arrive. 
Initially the British were engaged in cotton, silk, indigo 
dye, salt, tea and opium trades. But as their business 
flourished, they became reluctant to leave India. Later, 
they built an empire in India (for more trade and tax, 
which they sent to England making it the most power-
ful kingdom). They came in 1600 as a trading company 
and monopolized the whole market of  India. After the 
Indian Revolt of  1857, the British finally brought India 
directly under the Crown from 1858 till 1947. Remem-
ber they first came as mere traders. 

Can we zoom into our present situation for a closer 
view here? We already have lakhs of  unexpected popu-
lation. I had an opportunity to sit with different non-
Naga communities in Dimapur. They said many vet-
eran businessmen have left Nagaland due to multiple 
reasons. Sadly, those who left were genuine Indians. If  
so, which community has taken control over trade and 
commerce in Nagaland? We have thousands of  shops 
which have increased throughout the state but the sad 
reality is it is not because the Nagas started actively 
taking up entrepreneurship. Then where is the money 
flowing to? It is never circulated amongst the Nagas. 

Now that their businesses have prospered in manifold, 
do we think they will ever leave Nagaland? 

To those who have certain misconceptions about 
Survival Nagaland (SN) movement, please be clear on 
this. The term ‘illegal immigrant’ is self  explanatory. 
Illegal means illegal. SN is not against any religion, 
community, nationality, caste or breed. Any genuine 
Indian citizen can run businesses in Nagaland or in any 
part of  the country. Who doesn’t need cheap labour? 
We definitely need both skilled and unskilled labour for 
the progress of  the state. But the bottom-line is, stay 
in Nagaland with valid documents. If  documents are 
procured, cross checking by the authorities should be 
mandatory to rule out any form of  forgery.

The Assam Government stated last year that when 
documents for NRC application were scrutinized, they 
detected an unspecified number of  Birth Certificates 
with Nagaland origin. The Birth Certificates issued by 
Nagaland state machinery raised eyebrows when it was 
submitted to the Assam Government by the residents 
of  lower Assam districts like Karimganj, Barpeta, Mo-
riagaon, and Nagaon in order to procure NRC. There-
fore, the documents were recommended to be sent to 
Nagaland for authentication.

Illegal immigrant simply means a foreigner resid-
ing in another country without having any valid docu-
ments. Muslims have the pathetic habit of  mixing every 
issue with religion. They always talk about brotherhood 
and whatever hood whenever there is a talk of  deporta-
tion. Look at Malaysia, the country wouldn’t carry out 
the flush out mission against illegal immigrants if  the 
subject had religious concern because most of  the im-
migrants are from the Southern Philippines, Myanmar, 
Indonesia and Bangladesh. Malaysia started the crack-
down on illegal immigrants in 2014 but none of  the Is-
lamic terror groups threatened the Malaysian Govern-
ment, Malaysia being a Muslim country. But a series 
of  serious fundamentalist’s threat started the moment 
Assam geared up with the same road map, the prime 
reason said to be ‘brotherhood’. How on earth could 

people connect brotherhood and illegal immigrants 
when they are totally two different subjects? 

To mention few instances, illegal immigration in 
Europe is on a sharp rise as reported by The Guardian. 
Illegal immigrants in UK soared to lakhs as reported 
by The Wall Street Journal. Illegal immigrants out-
numbered unemployed Americans as reported by The 
Washington Free Beacon. But they have strategized dif-
ferent steps apart from the legislated laws and are not 
dead to this issue as we are.  

At the moment, Myanmar is burning with Ro-
hingya issue generally referred to as “Bengalis or illegal 
immigrants from Bangladesh”. As per media reports, 
the Burmese had earlier accepted them and granted citi-
zenship to thousands of  them but now the Government 
is reported to have declared that they cannot accommo-
date anymore migrants. Interestingly, Rohingyas have 
outnumbered the population of  Rakhine natives in the 
Rakhine state of  Burma. They have forgotten the Bur-
mese’s generosity and hospitality and now they want 
to kick out the Rakhine locals from the Rakhine state. 
Sources said Rohingyas want to make Rakhine state as 
their homeland, claiming that they are the native peo-
ple. They have taken up arms for this fight and have 
been trained by some terrorist outfits (brotherhood). 
We have seen what the UN or the Human Rights Group 
had to grumble about Aung San Suu Kyi on Rohingya 
refugee crisis. But people should be practical, she is a 
true daughter of  the soil hence, would go any extent to 
save the land and the people. Burma as a nation should 
survive rather than to become extinct.

Today’s world is fighting the battle of  illegal im-
migrants next to the war on terrorism. Nagaland is 
no exception. You ask any Bangla speaking business-
man in Dimapur, “apuni ki manu ase?” And the reply 
you would get is, “moi Muslim ase?” Come on, just 
say your community or nationality. Nobody asked you 
about your religion. But do we Nagas ever read in be-
tween the lines? Don’t you think the same brotherhood 
talk would re-surface in Nagaland as and when we pre-

pare to deport them? Do we believe they will be grateful 
for our generosity and hospitality? Hey wait! Tempo-
rary resident is miles apart from Permanent Resident 
Certificate (PRC) if  you have one. President Donald 
Trump has rightly said “immigration is a privilege, not 
a right”.

Height of  pathetic scenario is when we witness the 
Nagas’ addiction of  Miya BACHA adoption finally 
revealing itself  when they end up committing heinous 
crimes as they grow up. The media publishes the name 
you gave, your name as a criminal’s father, your fam-
ily name and the village. Do you even feel ashamed of  
getting this free criminal celebrity status? How about 
some NPG faction enrolling suspected illegal immi-
grants? Why do you recruit them in national service? 
What share do they have in the fight for the Naga Sov-
ereignty? What a patriotic and visionary exhibit! This is 
nothing but a national shame. 

Look at how our neighboring Assam is doing the best 
she could to prevent from becoming another Tripura. 
They have chosen NRC to identify illegal immigrants. 
National Register of  Citizens (NRC) is a list of  Indian 
citizens documented across the country in 1951 but 
it was said to be based on the census of  that year only 
and no revision done thereafter. Assam is the first state 
in India to update NRC due to growing concerns of  il-
legal immigrants mostly from Bangladesh. For inclusion 
in NRC, Assam Government stated that those whose 
names were in the 1951 NRC or in any of  the electoral 
rolls up to the midnight of  March 24, 1971 and their de-
scendants. If  the individual’s name is not on any of  these 
lists, a person can produce any of  the documents dated 
up to March 24, 1971 such as land records, citizenship 
certificate, refugee registration certificate, birth certificate 
and educational certificate (March 25, 1971 was when 
Bangladesh Liberation War started). 

To be continued...
Vikali Shikhu

Unity Village, Dimapur

Be very careful, then how you live-not as unwise 
but as wise, making the most of  every opportuni-
ty, because the days are evil. Therefore do not be 
foolish, but understand what the Lord’s will is. 
 Ephesians 5:15-17
The temptation to write and teach the doc-
trines of  God in our own ways is as danger-
ous as the paths we take to go to hell. The 
spiritual messages we preach to unholy sin-
ners often results in the salvation of  sinners 
and the resurrection of  the death to the new 
life of  Christ. New truths are always hard to 
grasp but the true followers of  what we be-
lieve will get answers to their hard questions. 
It is this feeling of  truth and assurances which 
inspires sinners to desire the deeper revela-
tions of  deeper truths. God’s revelations are 
always established in His Word and whoever 
has it in them becomes what the established 
truths are. The temptation to desire the best is 
not a sin but the failure to offer our best can 
amount to spiritual sin.

The truth will always be as established 
as it is and the greater desire of  our spiritual 

yearnings should be centered on the virtues of  
it. Desiring spiritual perfection will uplift us to 
greater  glory in the dimensions of  it. It is in 
the things we do which increases our fortunes 
for the future. The dictates of  what I reveal will 
play a greater role in convicting greater sinners 
of  their great sins. The point is this: In these last 
days the spiritual heat of  the spiritual move-
ment will be poured into the hearts of  only 
those who are sealed by the seal of  redemp-
tion. In addition to this, the fervency of  these 
baptized lovers of  Christ will only increase 
with every wave of  holy powers bestowed 
upon t hem. It will be our delight when we see 
the loved lovers of  Christ being established in 
righteousness, in truth and in the Spirit. As the 
Word states “ The fruit of  the righteous is a tree 
of  life, and he who wins souls is wise ( Prov-
erbs 11:30 ), the desires of  all the true lovers of  
Christ will only be linked to it.

Just as we were called to serve it is our ob-
ligation to complete the task assigned and set 
the house in order that the guilt that condemns 
sinners will have no power over us in the day 
of  finality. Truths after truths are explained to 
us that we may be established in the powers 
of  it and our obedience to it will invite greater 

powers of  greater truths into our lives. God’s 
righteous laws are purposed to make the un-
righteous righteous that they may also be co-
heirs with Christ and the sons and daughters 
of  God. It is this righteous conviction which 
will inspire sinners to become slaves to right-
eousness. The powers of  what will be written 
in the next lines will convict sinners and up-
lift the saints to greater heights in the spiritual 
realm. It is by how much we desire which will 
determine how much we receive in this life 
and the next. Every soul we save will result 
in more crowns and greater rewards in the 
next life. The point I want to put forth is, we 
write not exams just to pass out but when we 
write exams to be at the top for the glory of  
God, the desirable results will be greater than 
our expectations. God desires to increase our 
level and it is by how much we gain which 
will determine how much we rise in the fu-
ture. God’s righteous plans for His righteous 
people will be established when the complete 
reign of  holiness comes into force. There is a 
promise for every faithful servant who are of  
the “Government of  God” and the greatness 
of  that promise will be a delight to those who 
had loved God intimately and to all those who 

had served Him passionately and faithfully. 
Desiring the greater gifts is a gift and whoever 
receives it to gain more will receive more. In 
light of  this the Apostle Paul stated “I have 
fought the good fight, I have finished the race, 
I have kept the faith. Now there is in store for 
me the crown of  righteousness, which the 
Lord the righteous judge, will award to me on 
that day- and not only to me, but also to all 
who have longed for His appearing ( 2nd Tim-
othy 4:7-8 ). It is this force of  spiritual passion 
which will connect the lovers to the likes of  
it. It is with great expectation that this is writ-
ten and the greatness of  this power will em-
power every lover of  Christ to the powers of  
it. A truth I write is this: With greater powers 
comes greater responsibilities and the greater 
the responsibilities are, the greater the sacri-
fices should be. A radical stance of  the Word 
is this “ If  anyone comes to me and does not 
hate his father and mother, his wife and chil-
dren, his brothers and sisters- yes even his own 
life- he cannot be my disciple ( Luke 14:25-27 
). This radical statement of  Jesus will effect 
great changes in the spiritual administration 
of  the Church of  Christ. The greatness of  this 
message impact the life of  Paul the Apostle in 

a great way that the ways of  his life reflected 
the greatness of  Christ. The lines of  convic-
tion are these “ However, I consider my ;life 
worth nothing to me, if  only I may finish the 
race and complete the task  the Lord Jesus has 
given me- the task of  testifying to the gospel 
of  God’s grace ( Acts 20:24 ). The impact this 
will have on the masses will be powerful and 
effective. Just as the Word of  God states “For 
the Word is living and active. Sharper than 
any two edged sword, it penetrates even to the 
dividing soul and spirit, joints and marrow; it 
judges the thoughts and the attitudes of  the 
heart (Hebrews 4:12 ). This is what we speak 
not in words taught us by human wisdom but 
in words taught by the Spirit, expressing spir-
itual truths in spiritual words ( 1st Corinthians 
2:13 ). This spiritual teaching of  this spiritual 
leader are as spiritual as the Word is. The link 
to the connection is this and we trust the best 
will happen by what you read now. There is 
a power in this and God is the power. The 
power of  truth connects you to this and this 
is the message of  “Spiritual Investments of  a 
Spiritual Future”. Trust it, like it and be em-
powered by the truths of  it. The Holy Spirit 
is the link.

The contents of articles in this page do not necessarily reflect the Editorial view or policy of the paper.  
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The gospel changes people and relationships.

 saw Mary every Tuesday when I visited “the House”—a home that helps former prison-
ers reintegrate into society. My life looked different from hers: fresh out of jail, fighting 
addictions, separated from her son. You might say she lived on the edge of society.
Like Mary, Onesimus knew what it meant to live on the edge of society. As a slave, Ones-

imus had apparently wronged his Christian master, Philemon, and was now in prison. While 
there, he met Paul and came to faith in Christ (v. 10). Though now a changed man, Ones-
imus was still a slave. Paul sent him back to Philemon with a letter urging him to receive 
Onesimus “no longer as a slave, but better than a slave, as a dear brother” (Philem. 1:16).

Philemon had a choice to make: He could treat Onesimus as his slave or welcome him as a 
brother in Christ. I had a choice to make too. Would I see Mary as an ex-convict and a recover-
ing addict—or as a woman whose life is being changed by the power of Christ? Mary was my 
sister in the Lord, and we were privileged to walk together in our journey of faith.

It’s easy to allow the walls of socio-economic status, class, or cultural differences to 
separate us. The gospel of Christ removes those barriers, changing our lives and our rela-
tionships forever.

Dear God, thank You that the gospel of Jesus Christ changes lives and relation-
ships. Thank You for removing the barriers between us and making us all members 

of Your family.

Removing the Barriers
BiBle Read:   Philemon 1:8–16  
ThoughT foR Today:
he is very dear to me but even dearer to you, both 

as a fellow man and as a brother in the lord.  
~  Philemon 1:16
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Today’s AsTro-predicTion

Aries (MAr 21 - Apr 19): Someone may 
skip out on responsibilities today, Aries, caus-
ing extra tasks to fall to everyone else, including 
you. This might stir up some anger and resent-

ment and it’s definitely going to cause more stress. Del-
egate tasks if  you can. Put yours in order of urgency and 
then take them one at a time slowly and carefully. If  the less 
important ones have to wait until tomorrow, so be it!

TAurus (Apr 20 - MAy 20): If  you’ve been 
planning to set off on a trip soon, Taurus, make 
a list of what you need to do beforehand and 
check off each task as you complete it. Other-

wise you might panic at the last minute because you’ve 
forgotten something important. Stay calm even if  it seems 
impossible. You’re less likely to forget anything if  you stay 
focused.

GeMini (MAy 21 - Jun 21): You may have 
been worried about money lately, Gemini. To-
day a family member could make an expenditure 
that you view as unnecessary and irresponsible. 

Before you become angry know that all may not be as it 
seems! If  you look at the situation objectively, you may see 
that you aren’t in dire financial straits and the expenditure 
didn’t take that much out of the family coffers.

CAnCer (Jun 22 - Jul 22): Today you 
might find it necessary to turn down an invi-
tation to a social event, Cancer, and the host 
might for some reason seem offended. Your 

friend is probably overworked and stressed and apt to 
overreact to just about any situation. Relax a little. Ex-
plain things to your friend and then propose that you 
get together at another time. That’s all you can do now.

leo (Jul 23 - AuG 22): Have you been do-
ing a lot of  walking lately? If  so, Leo, your 
feet may be sore. This could affect your energy 
level considerably, not to mention your ability 

to get any work done. Concentrate on routine tasks that 
require little thought and can be done sitting down. Stay 
out of  any squabbles! Relax in a hot bath tonight.

VirGo (AuG 23 - sep 22): An event could 
find a current or potential love partner pay-
ing a lot of  attention to others, Virgo. You 
might feel neglected and unloved, as though 

your friend is doing this to hurt you. This probably isn’t 
the case. Your partner is just trying to be sociable and 
doesn’t realize that it upsets you. Do some mingling. 
Your friend might have the same reaction as you and 
come running!

librA (sep 23 - oCT 22): Do you some-
times go about things backward, Libra? Are 
you caught up in the rat race of  trying to have 
more money and security with the idea that 

eventually you’ll earn the freedom to do what makes you 
happy? The happiness factor actually works in reverse. 
You must first be who you are and then take the necessary 
actions in order to have what you really want.

sCorpio (oCT 23 - noV 21): An angry call 
from someone who lives far away might catch 
you off  guard today, Scorpio. In your mind, 
the person has no reason to be angry and is 

blowing things out of  proportion. They probably won’t 
listen to reason. Say as calmly as you can that you’ll get in 
touch tomorrow and then hang up. Give this person time 
to calm down before even trying to straighten things out.

sAGiTTArius (noV 22 - DeC 21): Today 
you might spend a lot of  time looking for a lost 
object, Sagittarius. This item may only have 
sentimental value. Still, it’s important to you 

that you find it. This isn’t a good day to search. You’re in 
a rather frenzied state and could look right at it without 
seeing it. Wait until tomorrow to look. What you seek is 
probably nearby and just hidden in some way.

CApriCorn (DeC 22 - JAn 19): A minor 
quarrel or separation could take place with a 
love partner, Capricorn, probably over some-
thing that seems trivial. It’s likely to get your 

dander up to the point where you may never want to see 
this person again. Go for a workout or brisk walk to clear 
your head, get the endorphins going, and view the situation 
more objectively. Then phone your friend and work it out.

AquArius (JAn 20 - Feb 18): Too much 
stress from overwork could have your nerves 
on edge today, Aquarius. When someone 
makes an offhand remark, you might see in-

sult where none is intended. Don’t get so jumpy that you 
imagine traitors behind every door. Work alone if  you 
can, and take a walk to clear your head. This will put you 
in a better frame of  mind and a more relaxed space.

pisCes (Feb 19 - MAr 20): Squabbles may 
break out among members of your group, Pi-
sces. You might wonder what the big deal is 
since what they’re arguing over seems rather 

silly. Apparently it’s important to them! If you feel up to it, 
get your friends out of their emotional chaos and view the 
subject more objectively. It might not calm them down, but 
at least you’ll have done something!

The convergence of the people of 194 
countries of the world is a remarkable 
phenomenon on the face of the earth. It 

is a show of spontaneous harmony of human-
ity. And indeed a marvellous occasion for peo-
ple coming from all corners of the world with 
different hues and colours in their varied cus-
toms and cultural life. These delegates from 
across the world are not mere citizens but all 
are leaders in their respective places holding 
responsible positions in various capacities of  
life. People from countries of 10 to 15 or 20 
to 30 or 40 to 50 or a little more gathering is 
taking place around the world as international 
meet. But this magnitude of people from all 
the countries of the world coming together 
delegate-wise is amazing. Everyone has come 
with strong faith for a common purpose to 
witness and praise the living God. This was 
made possible only because of the omnipres-
ent God who inspires His people as it is His 
programme and purpose to keep His flock to-
gether for His glory. Such an event took place 
in Dallas in the state of Texas in America in 
July 2012 for a complete one week with the 
theme, ”Be doers of the word” taken from 
James 1:22. 

This occasion marked a milestone in my 
life experience. It is a personal satisfaction of  
a dream. As because all the countries delegate 
wise are made to gather in large lawn of man-
sion with a tall stand and on top of the stand 
is written the name of the respective countries. 
The leader of the delegate held the stand with 
the countries name on top of it. The Indian 
team consisted of 22 members. Consequent 
upon that, all delegates encircle in the lawn 
and had handshake with one another delegate-
wise in a rotating manner exchanging warm 

greetings to each other. Meanwhile the elec-
tronic board displays all the names of individ-
ual delegates countrywise inside the large hall 
of building throughout the session to confirm 
the veracity of official members in the Board 
of Trustees for daily planning and detailing. 
This has fulfilled my dream as a geographer. 
Even though practically so far I have travelled 
to only about 2 dozen countries of the world. 
As geography being the study of the world, 
this is like part and parcel experience of the 
practical aspect of the subject matter. But defi-
nitely I will be covering some more countries 
of the world in the days to come. Because trav-
elling is my one hobby of life and my subject 
is a contributory factor toward this direction. 

Though this write-up has been brought out 
not immediately after the spectacular trip, the 
intention is to arouse some sense and curios-
ity in life, perhaps personal or of other people, 
to give some kind of meaningful lesson and 
objective life. For instance, fulfilling the kind 
of one’s aim and ambition in life. Such is the 
manner in a week’s time members became so 
warm to one another and working closely as if  
we will never be parted again. This common 
purpose in participation full of  lively activities 
throughout the days is indeed inspiring and ex-
citing. The days’ activity would begin at 6:00 
am and would last till 9:00 pm i.e., working 15 
hours every day. Of course, there were brief  
intermissions for breakfast and lunch. Every 
programme was timely. Start exactly on time 
and end up as per schedule timing. This shows 
the world is so disciplined and obedient. The 
whole proceeding was systematic and smooth 
sailing. 

For any programme, one is expected to be 
ahead of time by at least 5 minutes. Practically 

nobody used to be late for any function. If  a 
person happened to be late, then certainly he 
or she was considered to be the odd one out 
and looked upon as not fit for decent society. 
As such, time management was very effective 
and consciousness of the same was highly 
appreciated as there is no time to waste. The 
tempo was high all throughout from the very 
beginning to the end. The spirit was high to 
its fullness. Such international gathering is 
in fact invigorating to life. Daily, various ac-
tivity groupings kept changing so that by the 
end of the session a national delegate with its 
by-sub-groups have completed in close inter-
action of working daily schedule with all the 
sub-groups of other nationality. That was the 
way the cycle was completed – in family like 
manner get together. The cycle itself  reflected 
the tight working schedule emphasizing the 
preciousness of time. In this context the saying 
of Ricardo may be mentioned when he said, 
“time is money, time is riches, time is progress 
and development.”  No doubt, time is the 
most important resource. India is rich in natu-
ral resource. But the people are not resourceful 
enough. So also African countries. In all these 
countries, time consciousness is lacking. As 
such, time management is inefficient. In other 
words, the importance of time as a precious 
resource is not properly appreciated by the so 
called ‘third world countries’. Even Oceania 
falls under this category.

The clock keeps measuring our time, about 
how much volume of work a person does or 
performs in a day, for how many hours in a 
day. Some people work 16  to 18 hours a day, 
others 12 to 14 hours or at least 9 to 10 hours 
in a day. Still many people work for only 5 to 7 
hours a day. American style is that because of  

long working hours every day, every Saturday 
is a holiday – what is called weekend holidays. 
So every weekend they plan a family get-to-
gether. If  we work only 1/3rd of how much 
other people work our production or result 
will also be only 1/3rd of other hard working 
people. So that makes us lag behind as the so 
called ‘third world’. In such a scenario, how 
can one expect to have good progress or rich 
production put of it? This is the question fac-
ing many Indians and not just Nagas alone. 

The Gideon International Convention 
held every year in July in US alone rotating 
among 54 republics due to its expensive na-
ture of  management accommodation prob-
lem due to large number of  delegates nor-
mally about 10,000 people. It is a matter of  
difficulty to afford it. As such, the volume 
of  delegates are managed by means of  hosts 
comprising of  individuals and families. In 
this manner each individual or family takes 
5 to 10 members of  guests every morning 
and evening for breakfast, lunch and dinner. 
The beauty of  hosts is so well designed so 
that each day every morning and evening a 
different individual or family hosts the differ-
ent groups of  members either taking them to 
their homes or entertain in the hotels. This 
is the most beautiful and interesting part 
of  it. In this way the organization does not 
take the burden of  feeding the large number 
of  delegates. Organization arrange only for 
their accommodation. The system is good 
and well knit thereby making things easier. 
The organization is interdenominational in 
nature. It published Holy Bible and distribute 
it free of  cost throughout the world in differ-
ent languages to the believers of  Christ who 
find it difficult to get a copy due to prohibi-

tion or due to poverty. Because prohibition 
still persists in communist countries and other 
authoritarian ruled nations.

Out of the 7 days, 3 days were set aside 
for practical experiment for delegates in wit-
nessing the gospel in the fields and sent to 
different directions during the day time far 
away from the venue of convention. Thus, the 
various teams of members spread the news 
of the gospel for 3 days, each day in different 
places. People are so diverse in nature and so 
also the response and the reactions of different 
people in different places are interesting when 
accepting the word of God. Here, what we 
see is that, the world community that knows 
God has become one citizen, but on the other 
hand the people or nations who are yet to re-
ceive the good news is divisive and strive torn. 
These places pose a big challenge for believers 
to reach out. And these are the target to set 
the eyes on for mission by Christians. Thus, 
faith fund collection is an important aspect 
of a Christian’s life to test the inner urge of  
individuals for various challenges of ministry. 
This test of faith is dependent on the relation-
ship with God. Voluntary will and not force. 
An example of believers faith is that in one 
pastoral dinner, a gathering of about 10,000 
people a special offering for pastors was made 
in which the collection was about 1 million 
US dollars where I have given an offering of  
US $ 200 only. This is the manner that the be-
lievers are doing in the world for the cause of  
God with faith, knowing and fully assured of  
thereby winning the world. The work is going 
on non-stop. The grace is amazing.  

Dr. V. Thingo
Kohima Science College Hill

Nagaland

The Convergence of 194 Countries

Trees, an integral part of humans, 
breathing and sustaining life in 
innumerable ways from food, 
clothing and shelter to ecological 

balance, preventing soil erosion, medici-
nal properties, flora and supporting the 
fauna etc. these are just few of the many 
significant purposes it serves. With the 
population growth and the need for more 
resources, vegetation especially has taken 
the biggest blow of Human atrocity in 
its quest for comfort and luxury beyond 
necessity. We have taken so much but in 
return we have not done our least to re-
plenish what we had taken.Nagaland to-
day is not in the green heaven it used to be, 
although blessed with innumerable and 
exotic flora as well as fauna. We have lav-
ishly exploited without replenishing much 
to our forest and its resources. Various ef-
forts have been taken to bring about affor-
estation and protection of our forests for 
climate change.

A success story was scripted in May of  
2015 in the Pughoboto subdivision, when 
a massive plantation drive was carried 
out like no other under the theme ‘Green 
Pughoboto’ for the 24 villages under Pugh-
oboto division, initiated by the local MLA 
and the then Minister of Roads and Bridg-
es, Y. Vikheho Swu under the Local Area 
Development programme (2016-17) along 
with the Sub divisional Administration 
under the ADC Avelu Ruho. The minis-
ter personally took to the plantation drive 
where 17,000 saplings were planted along 
with the support of the local populace.The 
saplings included Gul Mohor, Silver oak, 
Nahor, Ashoka, bottle brush and many 
other ornamental trees having good aes-
thetic values.Unlike the regular plantation 
drive where after the media coverage, the 
saplings are made to fend for themselves, 
the consistent nurturing of those trees 
planted have now grown to healthy trees.
The region has a reason to smile over ef-
forts that is now yielding progress in its ef-
forts for conservation. Consecutively, the 
second phase of Green Pughoboto project 
was carried out on the 12th May 2017 for 
all the 24 villages, more than 10,000 sap-
lings were distributed and the minister 
himself  enthusiastically planted several 
trees in the ongoing construction site of  
Pughoboto Mini secretariat. The minister 
strongly envisioned totransform Pugh-
oboto into the most beautiful green area 
in the state. The project had the positive 
support of the administration, Churches, 
students, Youth and women organizations 
and individuals.

The Green Pughoboto project initiated 
the MLA was also greatly successful also 
because of the assistance of dedicated of-
ficers like Forest Ranger Pughoboto Mr. 
Kihoto Wotsa and Assistant Conserva-

tor of Forests (ACF) Dimapur Mr. Obed 
Swu who provided the saplings for the two 
plantation drives.  The theme was initiated 
to communicate a very practical message 
of the importance of planting trees and 
promoting healthy environment as every-
one’s responsibility. One of the main high-
lights of the projectis, introducing cash 
award of Rs.5(five) lakhs to the cleanest 
village, with Ghathashi village claiming 
the award in 2015 and Kilomi village in 
2016. This has been a big boost to the mo-
rale of the villagers in the campaign for 
protection and conservation of the forests.

The other primary aim of Green 
Pughoboto is to make Pughoboto a hub 
for commercial supply of timber. The 
traditional subsistence agriculture can be 
revolutionised with agro-forestry projects, 
which combines aspects of forestry and 
farming to create plantations which can 
meet the commercial timber needs of lo-
cal as well as international markets. Every 
village is envisioned to host a timber park, 
with that Vision, commercial plant nurser-
ies have been set up at many designated 
places, such like Pughoboto, Lazami, 
Ghathashi, Asukiqa and KT (KhuchoT-
suyi). Backed by subsidies and other in-
centives, the farmers have been the main 
stay and the younger generation also has 
been joining hands. Pughoboto a land-
locked region has been endowed with very 
rich vegetation and even the topography 
and climatic condition supports variety 
of vegetation. Plants which are not in-
digenous to the region have adapted well 
and have been yielding rich harvest. The 
viability of the region to go for intensive 
commercial plantation has been quite en-
couraging. With that potentiality, Vikheho 
has been emphasising that “a hilly terrain 
such as ours, besides jhum cultivation has 
lesser scope for other economic prospects 
and therefore should focus on tree planta-
tion which is a sure prospective return”.
These projects have a significant positive 
impact on the environment, along with 
sustainable profits. The plantation projects 
operate against a background of accelerat-
ing urbanization, which is increasing the 
need for wood and putting pressure on ex-
isting forests. 

Plantation has always been more than 
twin kill with one bullet.The ability to 
combine profitability and development, 
it Increases positive climatic change with 
both the flora and fauna flourishing, also 
enabling the ability to earn huge income 
through commercial timber, herbal prod-
ucts also has been on higher demand with 
subsequent technological improvement in 
the field of herbal sciences, the aesthetic 
value it holds also promotes tourism. Un-
deniably, there are numerous obstacles, 
starting from the nature itself  which often 

decides the progress of the plants them-
selves, but more severe is the attitude of  
our humans who fail to knowingly address 
the need of our ecological environment. 
The need for holistic environmental con-
servation needs to come over the politics, 
ism or any social issues as it for everyone 
that breathes. Pamela and her husband 
efforts in Karnataka, Jadav Payeng from 
Assam conversion of 550 hectares over 30 
years into a natural habitat are just some 
examples of how human efforts has the 
power  to change the very course of na-
ture for our welfare.Nagaland has still the 
ability to convert the much needed envi-
ronment conservation and afforestation 
within lesser time duration or lesser effort 
given the vegetation and the climatic con-
dition with which we are blessed, only our 
mindset should change and our thoughts 
be put into action.

Green Pughoboto is not only an effort 
to promote the area but for the whole of  
Nagaland who are yet to promote environ-
ment conservation. For it should not end 
in plantation programme alone, but with 
consistent nurturing till we see the fruits 
of our efforts. The inconsistent weather 
pattern, the climatic change, loss of bio-
diversity, degradation of ground water 
level in Nagaland could get even worse. A 
comparative analysis of the Forest Survey 
of India (FSI) Report indicates that Na-
galand has lost 352 sq.km in forest cover 
since 2011. As per data compiled by the 
FSI in 2013, the state recorded a decrease 
of 274 sq.km in forest cover – the highest 
among Indian states at the time – during 
the period following the compilation of  
the 2011 report. The 2015 report indicat-
ed a considerable decline in forest cover 
lost at 78 sq.km as compared to 2013. A 
positive 2017 report is still daunting. The 
National statisticsaccounts the maximum 
loss registered in the state Nagaland. The 
deforestation and pollution are our re-
sponsibility and God gave us plants and 
animals to live on it and by it. The abrupt 
climatic change that has been witnessed in 
the recent years has been that of a deterio-
rating one and unless a pragmatic effort is 
taken up, the pace of climatic chaos would 
worsen.

In conclusion, if  you haven’t thought 
much about plantation. A man from 
Pughoboto who had planted commercial 
timber in somewhere in the year 1997-98 
on a barren jhum cultivated field is now 
harvesting his timber and his profit is 
somewhere from Rs.30 to 35 crores. Con-
tributing to afforestation as well as his per-
sonal revenue.

Tree plantation the best life insurance 
and the best Banking Account, Think!

Kiviboto Sheqi
Pughoboto town

Our honorable Ato Kilonser, Th. Muivah 
used to say very frequently, “We are not a 
lost people. 

We have our history. In time past, when chal-
lenge came, our leaders took their ground and took 
the right decision for the people in the right time.” 
Since then, Nagas have been fighting tooth and nail 
for their right. Many brave sons and daughters have 
made their supreme sacrifices for the dear cause of  
the people. Patriots took up arms and have defended 
their dear motherland and have proved that they will 
not give up their right in any circumstance. They 
are determined to fight till the last living soul. After 
fighting for so many years, India admitted the futility 
of an attempt to solve the Naga Issue by sheer use of  
force. It was political, not a military issue. Therefore, 
they pave way for political dialogue. The Talk began 
under this modality: 
a. Talk without any condition, 
b. Talk at the highest level, that is in the Prime Min-

isterial Level and 
c. Talk in a third country that is, outside India. 

Thus, by the grace of God, the finest opportu-
nity for solution came for the Nagas. The invitation 
of India for political dialogue was acceptable to all 
the Naga People. No doubt about it. Therefore, a big 
turning point for change came and now we are very 
close to Final Solution. This long waited solution is 
going to affect all the Naga people, even to the extent 
of the generations that would follow. 

Now the question is: What kind of a solution is 
expected out of the present dialogue? If the outcome 
of the talk is a capitulation, then it is not a solution 
at all. It is a disaster. If  the outcome of the talk is a 
recognition of the right of the people, it is indeed a 
solution which is honorable and acceptable. 

We have talked much about the Framework 
Agreement. In fact, the expected solution will be 
the product of  the Framework Agreement. Our 
Chief  Negotiator had repeatedly explained it in 
meetings for several times that the FA was based on 
the Unique History and the Situation of  the Nagas. 
He mentioned of  the recognition of  the Sovereign-
ty of  the Nagas in line of  the universally accepted 
principle that sovereignty lies with the people. He 
also mentioned about a shared sovereignty of  the 
two equal sovereign powers in certain competen-
cies and of  co-existence between the two entities, 
meaning to say, a type of  new relationship of  the 
two sovereign nations. Categorically, I understood 
the Framework Agreement in this way: 

a. The Unique History and Situation of the Na-
gas which was recognized by India was the basis of  
the Framework Agreement. 

b. Naga Sovereignty or Naga Identity is properly 
treated or addressed in the Framework Agreement. 

c. Relationship for Co-existence as two entities, 
(meaning to say two equal nations) is clearly men-
tioned in the Framework Agreement. 

Now, the question is: are our leaders lacked po-
litical wisdom and will to negotiate? Is Naga Sov-
ereignty issue demeaned or over sighted in the ne-
gotiation? No, not at all. We have to appreciate the 
Naga Leaders for such a big political achievement. 
We have to appreciate the Indian leaders for  under-
standing and recognizing the Nagas, their issue and 

status. Well done! But sadly, what has delayed our 
solution? Is harvest time not yet come? Is it because 
we haven’t done so much? 

Look! We have trodden a very long and arduous 
political journey. Our people have braved all odds 
and have contributed their best. The tax payers paid 
their due. The people have democratically rallied 
en-mass and participated in this movement in vari-
ous forms. The students and the younger generation 
have taken this issue to the open squares and streets 
in the form of processions, rallies with placards etc. 
demanding for an early solution. The civil socie-
ties have conducted meetings and submitted several 
memorandums to the Government of India. The 
former Prime Ministers of India have written let-
ters in support of a just solution. World bodies, even 
US congressmen and former US President, Jimmy 
Carter, have written letters to India. All the Naga 
Legislators and MPs, irrespective of their political 
affiliations, have rallied and resolved in support of  
a rightful solution to the prolonged lndo-Naga Po-
litical Issue. Every abled and sensible people have 
shown their solidarity for our rightful place in the 
world as a nation. Churches and praying people 
have been praying relentlessly, hoping that the so-
lution will arrive sooner than later. All these efforts 
and sacrifices for this priceless and noble cause of  
the people are innumerable. Yet, we haven’t done it. 
What is the lacking? 

Our land is God’s; NAGALIM FOR CHRIST. 
He is the master. He is the finisher. He will finish 
the battle. He must finish this task. Credit owes 
to Him. Therefore, one thing we lack is the final 
touch of  the divine, the touch of  the Lord God 
Almighty. Let us give God the chance to touch 
and complete this task. 

Let us trust in God, also in Christ. He is our 
Commander in Chief. He has been leading us all 
these years. He is still leading us and we are on the 
right direction. No matter, come what may, let us 
follow Him. Let us take our ground. Let us not be 
discouraged. Having said it, let us PRAY ever deeper 
than before. In due time He will answer our prayers. 
He will not fail for He never fails. 

Come forward as volunteers in our Chains of  
Prayer. Nothing is more desirable and nobler than 
volunteering for the great cause of the people. 

Prayer time is scheduled at 11 am to 12 noon 
every day. The main prayer focus are: 

Pray to God for 
1. The forgiveness of our personal and National/

People’s sins. 
2. His intervention in the lndo-Naga Political Dia-

logue for an early solution. 
3. His blessing on the Naga Chief Negotiator Th. 

Muivah and the Indian Interlocutor, R. N. Ravi. 
4. His blessing on the Indian Prime Minister and 

his Cabinet Ministers. 
5. His blessing on the Collective Leadership and 

Home Authorities of NSCN. 
6. The wellbeing of the people of India and Na-

galim. 
7. The suffering Christians and peace in our World. 

God bless you
Nagalim For Christ

Council Of  Nagalim Churches

Green Pughoboto It’s Worth Praying All the More-Rev. Seksim Kasar



8 nation
EastErn Mirror  |  Dimapur, Sunday, September 17, 2017

News iN Brief
Two militants killed in J&K as 
Army foils infiltration bid
Srinagar, Sep. 16 (IANS): Two militants were killed in 
Jammu and Kashmir’s Kupwara district on Saturday 
and a huge stash of arms recovered as the Army foiled 
an infiltration bid along the Line of Control (LoC). The 
militants were killed in Machil sector of the LoC where 
infiltrators from Pakistan administered Kashmir tried 
to enter the valley, the Defence Ministry sources said. 
“Two terrorists have been killed. Alert troops of  the 
Army foiled the infiltration bid. Weapons and warlike 
stores have been recovered from the slain terrorists,” the 
sources said.

Main litigant in Ayodhya case dead
Ayodhya, Sep. 16 (IANS): Mahant Bhaskar Das, the 
main litigant in the Babri Masjid-Ram Janmabhoomi 
case, passed away here in Uttar Pradesh on Saturday. 
He was 89. Das, the head of Nirmohi Akhada, was a 
petitioner in the case since 1959. He was admitted to a 
private medical facility on Tuesday following breathing 
problems where he later suffered a brain stroke. The seer 
will be cremated at the Tulsi ghat in Ayodhya later on 
Saturday, close associates told IANS. Doctors had earlier 
advised that he be taken to a super-speciality hospital 
either in Lucknow or Delhi. However, the ageing priest 
refused to leave the temple town. 

Four dead, eight critically injured 
in UP road accident
Lucknow, Sep. 16 (IANS): Four persons, including two 
children, died and eight received severe injuries when a 
speeding mini-truck hit a cab returning from a marriage 
in Aligarh in Uttar Pradesh on Saturday, police said. 
Besides the eight critically injured, over a dozen others 
also sustained injuries in the accident that took place in 
Gandhi Park area,. However, they were said to be out 
of danger.  According to police, the cab was carrying the 
family members of the groom Afroz, a resident of Nagla 
Patwari in Hamdard Nagar locality.

Two MP boys end life, one 
suspected to be ‘Blue Whale’ victim
Datia, Sep. 16 (IANS): Two teenaged boys committed 
suicide by hanging themselves in Datia district of  
Madhya Pradesh, police said on Saturday. One of the 
two is suspected to have fallen prey to the infamous Blue 
Whale game, they said. “As there are injury marks on 
his arm, we suspect it to be a case of death due to Blue 
Whale game. He was probably trying to finish the task 
of the game and we are investigating on this very line,” 
Kotwali Police Station Incharge Ajay Bhargav said. In 
the same police station limits, Class XI student Shiv 
Dangi also hanged himself. The initial probe suggests 
he ended his life over some monetary dispute, according 
to the police officer.

Major blaze engulfs RK Studios
Mumbai, Sep. 16 (IANS): A major fire broke out in 
the famed RK Studios in Chembur here on Saturday 
afternoon, Brihanmumbai Municipal Corporation 
(BMC) Disaster Control officials said. At least 11 fire 
tenders and ambulances have reached the studio and 
are battling the blaze that has gutted one of the main 
shooting venues. There were no immediate reports 
of  casualties and the conflagration was confined to 
electrical wiring and installations on a 800-square feet 
ground floor area in the studio.

New India defined by people who dare 
to dream, not dynasty — Smriti Irani

Hearing in murder cases against 
Ram Rahim to continue on Monday 

Goa Leader of Opposition, wife booked 
in disproportionate assets case 

Mamata warns VHP, Bajrang Dal, 
RSS against disturbing peace

Cong. panel led by Manmohan Singh begins Kashmir visit

Modi to dedicate Sardar Sarovar 
Dam to nation on his birthday

‘Godman’ involved in BSP leader’s killing held 

Alphons stokes row over petroleum 
prices, draws sharp criticism 

New Delhi, Sep. 16 (IANS): Tak-
ing a jibe at Congress Vice President 
Rahul Gandhi’s remark on dynasty 
politics, Minister of  Information 
and Broadcasting Smriti Irani on 
Saturday said new India is defined 
by people who dare to dream and 
who strive only on the basis of their 
merit.

Irani, who is also the Textiles 
Minister, said that in ‘New India’, 

people will have more respect for 
those who reach the top through 
their hard work.

She was hitting out at the re-
marks of Rahul Gandhi about dy-
nastic politics and that most of the 
country runs like this. “That’s how 
India works,” the Congress leader 
had said during a talk at Berkeley 
University during his visit to the US.

Speaking at the India Today 
Mind Rocks 2017 event, Irani took 
a dig at Gandhi saying the Naren-
dra Modi-led central government 
is working to create a “New India” 
where dynasty will not decide the 
opportunity one gets.

“I think whoever lives in Delhi 
and is from working family always 
had a problem that someone might 
come and say to him/her, ‘don’t you 
know who my father is’,” Irani said. 

“...Competing with another 
individual on the basis of  merit is 
something that everybody accepts, 

but that you are defined solely by 
the house that you are born in and 
hence will become a disadvantage 
to other who want to rise because 
of competition.”

Irani pointed that the dream of  
new India can be achieved when 
women can hold their heads high, 
feel secure and empowered. 

Speaking on sexual offences 
against women, Irani also gave 
tips to girls and women to tackle 
eve-teasing.

“If  you ask any girl sitting here, 
none will say that you can glo-
rify eve-teasing by any means,” 
said Irani.

She also said that New India is a 
land of equal opportunities, a place 
where all women are respected.

Recalling her journey from 
Delhi to the Mumbai entertain-
ment industry, Irani said that being 
a Delhi girl, she was not scared. She 
opined that Delhi girls are capable 

of doing whatever they want to. 
Responding to a question re-

lated to her inclination towards 
politics, the Minister said she was 
involved in politics along with act-
ing. However, at one point of time, 
she felt that she could not continue 
both and decided to quit acting.

She also appealed to the youths 
to stay away from the deadly online 
Blue Whale Challenge game, which 
has claimed many lives in India and 
across the world. 

Irani also emphasised on teach-
ing children about “good touch and 
bad touch”. 

On being asked about the seven-
year-old student, Pradhuman, who 
was murdered at the Ryan Interna-
tional School in Gurugram, Irani, 
who was earlier Human Resource 
Development Minister, said parents 
need to be more involved in the 
parent-teacher associations in both 
government and private schools.

Panchkula/Chandigarh, 
Sep. 16 (IANS): The hear-
ing of the two separate mur-
der cases against Dera Sacha 
Sauda chief Gurmeet Ram 
Rahim Singh and others 
will be continued next week, 
court sources said.

Hearing in the matter, 
which began in the Cen-
tral Bureau of Investigation 
(CBI) special court in Pan-
chkula on Saturday amid 
tight security saw the sect 
chief  taking part through 
video conferencing from the 
Rohtak District Jail, where 
he is lodged following his 
conviction in two rape cases 
on August 25.

Seven other accused 
in the murder cases were 
present in the court.

The sect chief ’s counsel 
S.K. Garg told media that 
the hearing of  the Ranjit 
Singh murder case will be 
held on Monday (Septem-
ber 18) and journalist Ram 
Chander Chhatrapati mur-
der case will be held on Sep-
tember 22.

Garg said that the final 
arguments will take some 
time to complete.

Meanwhile, the sect 
chief ’s former driver, Khatta 
Singh, moved an application 
before the CBI court saying 
that he wanted to record a 
fresh statement in the mur-
der case. His application will 

be taken up next week.
Khatta Singh had earlier 

given a statement in favour 
of the sect chief in the mur-
der cases but now claimed 
that he did it under threat 
and pressure from the sect 
chief.

Tight security arrange-
ments, including para-mil-
itary forces and Haryana 
Police personnel, were de-
ployed in Panchkula town, 
especially around the court 
complex in Sector 1. Se-
curity arrangements were 
tightened around the prison 
complex near Rohtak and 
in Sirsa district, where the 
headquarters of the sect are 
located.

The cases, related to 
the murder of  Sirsa-based 
journalist Chhatrapati and 
former Dera manager Ranjit 
Singh, allegedly by func-
tionaries and followers of  
the sect, were listed for final 
arguments on Saturday in 
the court of  special CBI 
judge Jagdeep Singh. It was 
the same judge who had, on 
August 25, convicted Ram 
Rahim on two counts of  
rape of his female disciples 
and sentenced him to 20 
years of rigorous imprison-
ment on August 28.

Final arguments in the 
Chhatrapati murder case 
were being held on Saturday. 
The journalist was shot at 

in October 2002. He died 
in November, after battling 
for life in a hospital for a 
few days.

Ranjit Singh, who was 
believed to be privy to a 
number of wrong things go-
ing on inside the sect head-
quarters, was shot dead in 
July 2003.

The sect chief is an ac-
cused in both murder cases, 
along with other accused, as 
these were carried out alleg-
edly at his behest.

Ahead of  the hearing, 
Haryana Director General 
of  Police B.S. Sandhu had 
said on Friday that adequate 
paramilitary and Haryana 
Police personnel had been 
stationed in Panchkula in 
view of  the murder case 
hearing.

However, this time, no 
Dera followers assembled 
in Panchkula ahead of  
Saturday’s hearing, un-
like the rape case hearing 
where over one lakh fol-
lowers had converged in 
the town and had indulged 
in large-scale violence after 
his conviction.

Violence had also bro-
ken out in Sirsa with both 
the incidents, leaving 38 
people dead and 264 in-
jured. Isolated incidents of  
violence were also reported 
from Delhi and several oth-
er places in Punjab.

Panaji, Sep. 16 (IANS): 
Leader of  Opposition in 
the Goa assembly and Con-
gress MLA Chandrakant 
Kavlekar and his wife Savit-
ri, also a Congress leader, 
were booked in connection 
with a 2013 disproportion-
ate assets case on Saturday, 
even as Anti-Corruption 
Bureau sleuths raided the 
residence and office premis-
es owned by the couple.

According to Superin-
tendent of  Police (ACB) 
Bosco George, a first in-
formation report (FIR) has 
been filed against Kavlekar 
under sections 13(ii) read 
with 13 (1) (e) of  the Pre-
vention of  Corruption Act, 
while his wife Savitri, who 
unsuccessfully contested 
the assembly polls on a 
Congress ticket from the 
Sanguem constituency in 
the 2017, has been also 
been booked for abetting 
the crime.

“The raids were con-
ducted on Saturday morn-
ing, in connection with 
the disproportionate assets 

case where 14 properties 
worth crores of rupees were 
purchased in the state of  
Kerala. Kavlekar and his 
wife have amassed dispro-
portionate asserts to the 
tune of Rs 4.78 crore, which 
is around 59.21 per cent 
above their known source 
of income,” George said at 
a press conference in Panaji.

He said the properties 
were purchased in the pe-
riod between January 2007 
to April 2013, during which 
Kavlekar held the post of  
chairman of the Goa Indus-
trial Development Corpora-
tion on three occasions.

The ACB raids  on 
Saturday, were conducted 
at the couple’s residence 
at Betul, in Quepem sub-
district and their official 
premises in Margao town, 
located 35 km from Panaji.

Reacting to the raids, 
Kavlekar told reporters, 
that he had done nothing 
wrong. “I have been co-
operating with the ACB 
and yet this is the fourth 
occasion when I have been 

raided. I know I have not 
done anything wrong,” the 
leader of  Opposition said.

Goa Congress President 
Shantaram Naik however, 
said the raids were “po-
litical in nature” and there 
was pressure on Congress 
MLAs to join the Bharatiya 
Janata Party (BJP) led coa-
lition government.

“The raids are clearly 
political in nature. This 
government fears it might 
come into a minority soon 
and therefore have been 
trying to use police ac-
tion to threaten Congress 
MLAs into joining the BJP 
government’s fold,” Naik 
told IANS.

Naik also said, that 
state machinery was being 
misused by the BJP-led 
coalition government for 
political purposes.

“The disproportionate 
case goes back so many 
years. Any investigation 
does not take so long. The 
timing and intent of  the 
raids is condemnable,” 
Naik added.

Kolkata, Sep. 16 (IANS): 
West Bengal Chief Minister 
Mamata Banerjee on Satur-
day issued a stern warning 
to right wing organisations 
including the Vishwa Hindu 
Parishad (VHP), Bajrang 
Dal and RSS against dis-
turbing peace in the state 
during the upcoming Durga 
puja festival, asking them 
not to “play with fire”.

Her comments came 
a day after the VHP an-
nounced its decision to 
organise “sashtra pujan” 
(weapon worship) during 
Bijoya Dashami in the state, 
despite Banerjee’s directive 
to police to prevent any 
such programme.

“Whoever it is, whether 
it’s you or I, Trinamool 
Congress, Congress, CPI-
M, BJP... I will not spare an-
yone who orchestrates riots. 
Politics should be done with 
politics. Those who cannot 
do politics with politics they 

go for CBI, ED, riots, con-
spiracy. This is their game 
plan,” Banerjee said.

Banerjee reiterated that 
there would be no Durga 
puja immersions on Ashura 
or the 10th day of  Muhar-
ram (October 1).

The Trinamool Con-
gress supremo said any rally 
with weapons is illegal and 
such processions won’t be 
permitted during the im-
mersion.

Massive rallies were 
organised by RSS and its 
affiliates like Hindu Jagran 
Manch across the eastern 
state on April 5 in grandiose 
Ram Navami celebrations 
which saw thousands of  
Hindu activists, including 
school children, walking on 
the road brandishing sticks 
and sharp weapons.

She also urged the Mus-
lim community to take out 
their processions peacefully 
during Muharram.

Srinagar, Sep. 16 (PTI): A Con-
gress panel headed by former 
prime minister Manmohan Singh 
today asked the centre and Jammu 
and Kashmir government to keep 
the dialogue route with separatists 
open.

The party delegation is on a 
two-day visit to Kashmir to attend 
a series of meetings on the current 
situation in the valley.

The AICC’s ‘Policy and Plan-
ning’ group was formed in April in 
the wake of widespread violence 
in the state during the Srinagar 
Lok Sabha bypolls. The other 
members of  the group include 
Leader of  Opposition in Ra-
jya Sabha, Ghulam Nabi Azad, 
former Union home minister P 
Chidambaram and party general 
secretary Ambika Soni.

Immediately after their arrival, 
the group held an executive com-
mittee meeting of  Jammu and 

Kashmir Pradesh Congress Com-
mittee at Hari Niwas here, a party 
spokesman said.

He said the group was sched-
uled to meet various delegations 
from Kashmir, including opposi-
tion parties.

Apart from the political par-
ties, the group will interact with 
several other delegations like 
civil society organisations, Shia 
associations, delegation of  2014 
flood victims, saffron growers, 
house boat associations, trade 
and tourism delegations as well 
as a delegation of journalists, the 
spokesman said.

However, meeting separatist 
leaders is not part of  the group’s 
agenda, he said.

Speaking to reporters on side-
lines of the meeting, Azad said the 
central as well as the state govern-
ment should keep the dialogue 
route with separatists open.

“The central as well as the 
state government have to decide 
which stakeholders to talk to. Eve-
ryone knows who the stakeholders 
are, but they are afraid to take the 
names. And when they are afraid 
to even identify them as stakehold-
ers, how will there be a resolution? 

“They (central and state gov-
ernments) should talk to them 
(separatists) and try to resolve the 
issue,” the Leader of  Opposition 
in Rajya Sabha said.

He said Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi won the 2014 
Lok Sabha elections by raising 
the emotions of  people but has 
remained silent since taking over 
the reins of the country.

“Modi’s election win was 90 
per cent because of Kashmir.

In our rule, one soldier was be-
headed by Pakistani troops (along 
the Line of Control), but such in-
stances have happened a number 

of times now in their (BJP) rule, 
and still the prime minister is si-
lent,” he said.

The former chief  minister 
of  Jammu and Kashmir said the 
Congress government had made 
south Kashmir militancy-free, but 
the region had been on boil since 
the PDP-BJP coalition came to 
power in the state.

“We had made south Kashmir 
militancy-free during my tenure 
(as chief  minister) in 2007. But, 
where is south Kashmir today? 
It is boiling. No one is coming to 
Kashmir, no tourist. The number 
of  ceasefire violations in these 
three years is more than the total 
in 10 years of UPA,” he claimed.

“So many soldiers have been 
killed, common people injured 
...and the way small kids including 
girls have lost their eyes, it did not 
happen during our time, he said in 
an apparent reference to a series of  

stone pelting incidents in the valley.
Asked about the party s stand 

on Article 35A of the constitution, 
the senior Congress leader said the 
party knew its stand, but the group 
was here to listen to people.

Article 35A renders special 
status to the northern state.

“Firstly, we have come to lis-
ten to all. So, we have not come 
here only for 35-A. This commit-
tee was formed much before the 
issue of 35-A erupted. The panel 
was formed keeping in view the 
overall situation of  Jammu and 
Kashmir which has deteriorated 
under the BJP rule,” he said.

The Congress will hold a 
meeting with MLAs and MLCs, 
besides interacting with a delega-
tion of minority community and 
fruit growers, tomorrow.

The party had completed the 
first leg of  its tour in Jammu on 
September 10 and 11.

New Delhi, Sep. 16 (IANS): Prime Min-
ister Narendra Modi will be in his native 
Gujarat on his 67th birthday on Sunday 
to dedicate the Sardar Sarovar Dam to the 
nation and to address two rallies.

He is also expected to visit his mother 
Heeraben Modi, a tradition he has been 
following over the years.

Modi will visit two of  his favourite 
projects on his birthday -- the Sardar Saro-
var Dam Project and the Statue of Unity 
being built in the memory of Sardar Val-
labhbhai Patel.

While a 182-metre Statue of Unity is 
a project conceived by Modi, he has also 
been consistently in favour of  increasing 
the height of the Sardar Sarovar Dam.

The height of  the dam was recently 
raised to 138.68 metres.

An official release said that the increase 
in the dam height will facilitate a usable 
storage of 4.73 Million Acre Feet (MAF) 

and will greatly benefit the participating 
states of  Gujarat, Rajasthan, Madhya 
Pradesh and Maharashtra.

It said that the project has helped trans-
port the waters of the Narmada river to the 
water-deficient areas of Gujarat through an 
elaborate canal and pipeline network.

“Irrigation from the project is expected 
to benefit about 10 lakh farmers and drink-
ing water to be supplied to various villages 
and towns is likely to benefit up to 4 crore 
people,” the release said. 

The project has been described as one 
of the biggest human endeavours for water 
transport. Up to a billion units of  hydro-
power are also expected to be generated 
annually.

From the dam site, the Prime Minister 
will travel to Sadhu Bet, where the Statue 
of  Unity, an iconic statue and associated 
memorial complex for Sardar Vallabhbhai 
Patel, is currently under construction. 

Ghaziabad, Sep. 16 (IANS): 
A self-styled godman alleg-
edly involved in the 2013 
murder of BSP leader Deep-
ak Bhardwaj was arrested in 
Uttar Pradesh’s Ghaziabad 
district after eluding police 
for four years, police said on 
Saturday.

M a c h h e n d r a  N a t h 
alias Baba Pratibhanand, 
on whose head Delhi Po-
lice had placed a Rs 1 lakh 
bounty, was arrested from 
the railway station here on 
Friday night by a team led 
by Superintendent of Police, 
City, Akash Tomar, SSP 
Ghaziabad H.N. Singh said 
at a press conference here.

Police swooped in on 
Pratibhanand, a resident of  
Maharashtra’s Beed, on a 
tip-off  about his presence.

A .32 bore pistol and 

cartridges were seized from 
Pratibhanand, who con-
fessed to his crime during 
interrogation.

Pratibhanand confessed 
that while selling ayurvedic 
medicines in a temple, he 
had come in contact with 
lawyer Baljeet Sahrawat, 
through whom he came 
into touch with Bhardwaj’s 
younger son Nitesh. Nitesh 
and his mother were not 
good relations with Bhard-
waj and hired Pratibhanand 
to eliminate him for Rs 5 
crore. 

Out of  this, Rs 50 lakh 
was paid in advance to buy 
weapons and other items 
like vehicles for the assail-
ants. Pratibhanand got his 
driver Purshottam Rana and 
others to eliminate Bhard-
waj, who was shot dead 

at his 34-acre Nitesh Kunj 
farmhouse near the toll pla-
za in Gurugram on March 
26, 2013. 

Since then,  Prat ib-
hanand was on the run, 
travelling through Haryana, 
Maharashtra, Uttarakhand 
and Uttar Pradesh, said the 
SSP.

The godman also told 
police that he had agreed to 
get Bhardwaj murdered so 
he could have enough mon-
ey to establish an ashram 
in Haridwar and fulfil his 
childhood dream of heading 
a ‘Mutt’. 

Bhardwaj, who had con-
tested the Lok Sabha elec-
tion on a Bahujan Samaj 
Party (BSP) ticket in 2009, 
was the richest candidate in 
Delhi, having declared as-
sets worth Rs 600 crore.

Thiruvananthapuram, 
Sep. 16 (IANS): Bureau-
crat-turned-Union Minister 
K.J. Alphons on Saturday 
yet again stoked a contro-
versy when he said that 
people who own bikes and 
cars are not starving and 
can afford to pay higher 
prices for fuel, remarks that 
drew sharp criticism from 
political rivals.

His comments coming 
at a time when fuel prices 
are at a three-year high 
when international crude 
prices have crashed were 
described by opposition 
parties as insensitive to the 
common man’s problems.

“So we are going to tax 
people who can afford to 
pay. Somebody who has 
a car, bike; certainly he is 
not starving. Somebody 
who can afford to pay, has 
to pay. 67 per cent of  the 
people in the country do 
not have toilets, new homes 
have to be built and for 
all such things lakhs and 
crores of  money is required 
and hence the this money is 
raised by hiking the price of  
fuel” he said, while speak-
ing to reporters at the state 
party headquarter here.

This was his first visit 
there after being sworn in 
as Union Minister and to 
make amends, the entire 
state leadership and top 
leaders were present to 
receive him and payasam 
(kheer) was served to all.

The state unit of  the 
BJP had come under se-
vere criticism as on the day 

Smriti Irani

K.J. Alphons

Alphons was sworn in, the 
state party headquarters 
wore a deserted look and 
the only noticeable celebra-
tions was only at his home 
town in Kanjirapally in 
Kottayam district.

As his remarks came 
under attack, Alphons who 
had a recently stirred the 
hornet’s nest by making 
contradictory remarks on 
beef, sought to justify his 
statement on the petroleum 
prices.

“Prime Minister has a 
huge dream for the poor of  
India. What is that dream? 
It is very simple. 30 per 
cent of  Indians go to bed 
without a full meal a day,” 
he said.

Congress leader and 
former Petroleum Minister 
Veerappa Moily attacked 
Alphons saying it was an 
atrocious statement. “This 
is how bureaucrats, who 
come to politics, have no 
understanding of  people’s 
problems. Many of  the 

ministers in Modi’s govern-
ment are like this.”

He said during the UPA 
government, any of  the 
petroleum minister they 
had decided to pass on the 
benefit of  low crude prices 
to consumers. “Anti-in-
cumbency has set in against 
the government,” he said.

TRS spokesman Bhan-
uprasad described Al-
phons’ statement as shock-
ing. The government is still 
fleecing people when crude 
prices have come down, 
he said.

Anothe r  Cong re s s 
spokesperson, Brajesh Ka-
lappa said the minister’s 
comments have added pain 
to people at a time when 
they have lost jobs and 
business is falling. “Just 
because somebody has a 
bike or a car can you say 
they have a life of  luxury? 
This kind of  statement is 
shocking and insensitive 
and the Prime Minister has 
to ask for his resignation.”
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Mohamed Morsi. (File Photo)

AP/PTI

In this undated photo distributed on Saturday, Sept. 16, 2017, by the North Korean gov-
ernment, North Korean leader Kim Jong Un, center, celebrates what was said to be the 
test launch of an intermediate range Hwasong-12 missile at an undisclosed location in 
North Korea. Independent journalists were not given access to cover the event depicted 
in this image distributed by the North Korean government. The content of this image is 
as provided and cannot be independently verified. 

Egyptian court confirms 
Morsi’s life sentence

Kim Jong-un celebrates latest missile test

Three killed, 100,000 houses 
damaged in Vietnam typhoon

Trump to focus on three goals during his maiden address to UN

B’desh begins vaccination campaign 
for 1.5 lakh Rohingya children

Man arrested in London Tube attack, terror threat ‘critical’

UN Security Council to meet on N Korea sanctions

US should take up Tibetan 
Buddhism suppression 
with China, says experts 

Iran claims to have ‘father of all bombs’ 
overshadowing America’s ‘mother’

Cairo, Sep. 16 (PTI): An 
Egyptian court today up-
held the life sentence against 
ousted Islamist president 
Mohamed Morsi in what is 
known as the Qatar espio-
nage case.

The Court of Cassation, 
Egypt’s highest appeal court, 
rejected the former presi-
dent’s appeal and said the 
ruling is “final and unap-
pealable,” state-run MENA 
news agency reported.

The court also con-
firmed death sentences of  
three prominent members of  
the Muslim Brotherhood in 
the same case.

Life sentence in Egypt is 
25 years in prison.

Morsi received the origi-
nal sentence in June 2016 
after being found guilty of  
using his post to leak classi-
fied documents to Qatar and 
selling them to al-Jazeera 
channel.

The documents alleg-
edly include information on 
general and military intel-
ligence, armed forces and 
state policy secrets which 

harm the national security.
In October last year, the 

same court had confirmed 
a 20- year prison sentence 
against Morsi for taking part 
inciting violence near Itti-
hadeya presidential palace 
in 2012.

In November, the court 
had quashed one of the two 
life sentences handed down 
to Morsi and ordered a re-
trial in connection with the 
Qatar espionage case.

Morsi, who became 
Egypt’s president in June 
2012 after the first demo-
cratic elections in the coun-
try, was ousted in a military 
coup after a year in power 
following mass protests 
against his rule.

He came to power after 
Egypt’s long-time president 
Hosni Mubarak was toppled 
in an uprising in 2011.

In May, 2015, Morsi 
and 106 Muslim Brother-
hood supporters received 
death penalties over a 
mass jail break following 
the 2011 uprising. But his 
death sentence verdict was 

overturned.
In a separate case, the 

court condemned to death 
seven people for member-
ship of  a militant group 
affiliated to the Islamic State 
group in Libya.

The case’s documents 
were referred to the Grand 
Mufti, who must review all 
death sentences as per the 
Egyptian law.

His decision, however, is 
not binding.

The final decision of the 
court will be announced on 
November 25 which involves 
20 defendants. However, the 
verdict can be appealed.

Charges also include 
possessing weapons, inciting 
violence and participating 
in the slaughtering of  21 
Egyptian Coptic Christian 
workers in Libya in 2015. 

The Egyptian govern-
ment has been cracking 
down on the Muslim Broth-
erhood and its supporters 
since the ouster of  Morsi, 
which left thousands in jail, 
and hundreds facing trials on 
a variety of charges.

Pyongyang, Sep. 16 (IANS): North 
Korean leader Kim Jong-un on Sat-
urday celebrated the success of the 
latest missile launch and claimed 
the weapons programme establishes 
an equilibrium with the US.

“Our final goal is to establish 
the equilibrium of  real force with 
the US and make the US rulers dare 
not talk about the military option,” 
Kim said.

Friday’s ballistic missile launch 
of  the intermediate-long range 
Hwasong-12 rocket was the 15th 
successful test by Pyongyang this 
year, reports Efe news.

For the second time in less 
than a month, the missile flew over 
northern Japanese territory and 
after traversing some 3,700 km, 
“along the preset flight track,” it 
“accurately hit the preset target 
waters in the Pacific”.

The photos published by the 
state-run Rodong Sinmun daily 

showed the missile was fired from a 
mobile launcher.

The North Korean leader urged 
the scientists to carry on the weap-
ons tests in the future and under-
lined the need to consolidate their 
military attack abilities in order to 
create a “nuclear counterattack the 
US cannot cope with”.

Pyongyang hopes to eventually 
miniaturise nuclear warheads so as 
to fit them in intercontinental bal-
listic missiles so that they have the 
ability to strike US territory.

The latest launch led to fresh 
criticism from the international com-
munity, with US President Donald 
Trump reprimanded Pyongyang for 
utter disregard for its neighbours and 
the global community. 

It followed fresh and harsh 
sanctions on North Korea by the 
UN Security Council on Monday 
following its sixth and most potent 
nuclear test on September 3.

Bangkok, Sep. 16 (IANS): At 
least three persons were killed 
and more than 100,000 houses 
damaged as Typhoon Doksuri 
battered central Vietnam, the au-
thorities said on Saturday.

The typhoon, which entered 
the country with winds of  135 
km per hour and heavy rainfall, 
left three dead in Thua Thien-
Hue, Ha Tinh and Quang Binh 
provinces, according to the De-
partment of  Disaster Prevention 
and Control.

Asean’s humanitarian aid 
centre said more than 100,000 
houses were damaged in central 
Vietnam, Efe news reported.

Around 80 per cent of  the 
buildings including schools, sana-
toriums and religious premises in 
Ky Anh in Ha Tinh province were 
damaged, Vietnam Net reported.

Asean’s humanitarian assist-
ance centre said the authorities re-
sorted to power cuts in large parts 
as a preventive measure, which 
will affect more than 1.3 million 

people, according to local media.
People’s committee head in 

Thua Thien-Hue, Nguyen Van 
Cao, said water in dams and 
reserves in the province were at 
acceptable levels, and they had 
food and fuel stored in case of a 
prolonged impact of Doksuri.

The typhoon arrived on Fri-
day in Ha Tinh province and 
according to forecasts, it is due to 
move west into Laos, dropping 
intensity gradually.

Doksuri is the 10th typhoon 
so far this year in Vietnam, where 
natural disasters have claimed 
the lives of  at least 140 people, 
according to official data.

The typhoon reached Viet-
nam from the Philippines, where 
it left four people dead and 18 
missing, besides causing floods 
and significant material damage. 

Vietnam’s Deputy Prime 
Minister Trinh Dinh Dung had 
warned on Thursday that Doksuri 
could be the worst typhoon to hit 
the country in a decade.

Washington, Sep. 16 (PTI): US 
President Donald Trump will 
focus on three key issues such as 
peace, prosperity and upholding 
sovereignty and accountability 
during his maiden address to the 
UN General Assembly next week, 
according to National security ad-
visor Lt Gen H R McMaster.

Trump will speak to the assem-
bly on Tuesday during the 72nd 
annual General Assembly session 
of the UN.

In addition to his customary 
address, Trump will also hold a se-
ries of meetings with world leaders 
and address several other thematic 
issues at the UN during his stay in 
New York.

“The president’s consistent 
message across all of his engage-
ments throughout the week will 
emphasise three goals common to 
all nations who will be gathered 
there: first, to promote peace; sec-
ond, to promote prosperity; and 
third, to uphold sovereignty and 
accountability, “McMaster told 
reporters yesterday.

Observing that a peaceful 
world depends on the contribu-
tions of all nations, McMaster said 

the global community must share 
responsibility for international se-
curity while each country protects 
the security of its own people.

“Prosperity is also a shared 
responsibility. The president looks 
forward to furthering economic 
cooperation, investment opportu-
nities and new business ties with 
other governments and businesses 
across the world. As always, this 
administration’s iron-clad com-
mitment to free, fair and reciprocal 
trade and access to markets will 
be the bedrock of  our economic 
talks,” he said.

Noting that sovereignty and 
accountability are the essential 
foundations of peace and prosper-
ity, he said America respects the 
sovereignty of  other countries, 
expects other nations to do the 
same, and urges all governments 
to be accountable to their citizens.

“That accountability has bro-
ken down in places such as Ven-
ezuela and Syria. And we also 
see today revisionist powers who 
are threatening the sovereignty in 
the Greater Middle East, Eastern 
and Southern Europe and in East 
Asia,” he said.

McMaster said the president 
will join senior UN leadership and 
the leaders of more than 120 other 
nations to discuss reforming the 
institution.

The president will express sup-
port for Secretary General Gu-
terres’ reform efforts.

The UN of  course holds tre-
mendous potential to realise its 
founding ideals, but only if it’s run 
more efficiently and effectively, 
he said.

On Monday, Trump will meet 
leaders of France and Israel, two 
of America’s closest allies. While 
their conversations will be wide-
ranging, we expect that Iran’s 
destabilising behavior, including 
its violation of the sovereignty of  
nations across the Middle East, to 
be a major focus, he added.

Trump will host a working din-
ner with Latin American leaders 
on Monday evening.

“He’s looking forward to dis-
cussing the crisis in Venezuela, 
as well as our increasingly strong 
economic ties, shared goals for 
elevating the prosperity of our peo-
ples, and the extraordinary success 
of  like-minded Latin American 

nations in recent decades,” Mc 
Master said.

After his first address to the UN 
General Assembly on Tuesday, 
Trump will have a lunch with Sec-
retary General Antonio Guterres. 
He will also meet Miroslav Lajcak 
of Slovakia, this year’s General As-
sembly president and the Emir of  
Qatar. In the evening, he will host 
a traditional diplomatic reception.

Mc Master said, “He (Trump) 
will urge all states to come to-
gether to address grave dangers 
that threaten us all. If nations meet 
these challenges, immense oppor-
tunity lies before us.”  On Wednes-
day, Trump will meet leaders of  
Jordan, the Palestinian National 
Authority, the UK and Egypt.

He will host a working lunch-
eon with African leaders to discuss 
how the US can help African 
nations develop their economies, 
address urgent challenges, and 
strengthen security relationships 
and economic relationships be-
tween our nations, McMaster said.

On Thursday, Trump will meet 
leaders of Turkey, Afghanistan and 
Ukraine.

“The latter two countries in 

particular have suffered direct and 
persistent attacks on their sover-
eignty in recent years,” he said.

“He will also host a lunch with 
the leaders of  South Korea and 
Japan. As Kim Jong Un’s most re-
cent missile launch demonstrates, 
North Korea remains one of  the 
world’s most urgent and danger-
ous security problems. It is vital 
that all nations work together to do 
our utmost to solve that problem,” 
McMaster said.

US Ambassador to the UN 
Nikki Haley said the president will 
highlight the UN reform event.

“It is very, very important. 
We’ve got a massive reform pack-
age being led by the secretary gen-
eral that really streamlines not just 
the processes, but also that budget 
as it goes forward, and makes the 
UN much more effective,” she said. 

“There are no shortage of is-
sues, with North Korea being front 
and centre. Iran will be an issue. 
Syria will certainly be talked about. 
Terrorism efforts and how we 
counter that is a huge topic on what 
we’re dealing with. Obviously, the 
humanitarian issues that we face 
around the world,” Haley said.

Dhaka, Sep. 16 (IANS): A rubella 
and polio vaccination campaign 
for 1.5 lakh children of  Rohingya 
refugees started in Bangladesh on 
Saturday as the country witnesses an 
influx of people fleeing persecution in 
Myanmar. 

All the children, aged between 
six months and 15 years, will be vac-
cinated for rubella (measles), Cox’s 
Bazar Civil Surgeon Abdus Salam 
told the Daily Star newspaper.

Children below five years will be 
administered polio vaccines while kids 
between six-month-old to five-year-old 
will be provided vitamin A capsules, 
the surgeon said.

According to United Nations Chil-
dren’s Fund (Unicef), over 200,000 of  
the estimated 400,000 Rohingyas who 
fled violence in Myanmar to Bangla-
desh since August 25 are children.

They are facing challenges of  
food, nutrition, shelter, water and sani-
tation. Many of them are traumatised, 
malnourished and weak.

Health personnel from Rohingya 
camp areas in Ukhia and Teknaf  
said rising number of people, mostly 
children, are visiting the health facili-
ties with diarrhea, fever, cold and skin 
diseases.

Led by the civil surgeon, doctors 
and nurses of  the public hospital 
with support from the UN agencies, 
international and national NGOs are 
conducting the programme.

“We have already got all the sup-
plies necessary from the government 
and non-government agencies, and 
mobilized additional health person-
nel from neighbouring upazilas to 
conduct the vaccination campaign,” 
said Salam.

Meanwhile, the Bangladesh gov-
ernment has taken a set of decisions, 
including one to set up 14,000 addi-
tional shelters on some 2,000 acres of  
land near Kutupalong in Cox’s Bazar 
for Rohingyas.

Six displaced Rohingya families 
would be accommodated in each 
shelter.

The Disaster Management and 
Relief  Ministry will coordinate the 
matter with Armed Forces Division, 
Border Guard Bangladesh, Risk Re-
duction for Resilient Cities, United 
Nations High Commissioner for Refu-
gees, International Organization for 
Migration, World Food Programme 
and other agencies to construct these 
shelter centres within 10 days, the 
report said.

The current humanitarian crisis 
began following an August 25 attack 
by the insurgent Arakan Rohingya 
Salvation Army (ARSA) on police 
and military posts in the northwestern 
state of Rakhine that had led to a vio-
lent offensive by the Myanmar Army. 

Myanmar’s military says it is fight-
ing Rohingya militants and denies 
targeting civilians. 

London, Sep. 16 (PTI): The 
UK police today arrested an 18- 
year-old man in connection with 
the terror attack on London 
Tube train, claimed later by the 
Islamic State group, even as the 
terror threat level was elevated 
to the highest level.

The man was arrested by 
Kent Police in the port area of  
Dover ton this morning under 
the UK’s Terrorism Act. He was 
taken into custody at a local po-
lice station and then transferred 
to a south London police station.

“We have made a signifi-
cant arrest in our investigation 
this morning. Although we are 
pleased with the progress made, 
this investigation continues 
and the threat level remains 
at critical,” said Metropolitan 
Police Deputy Assistant Com-
missioner Neil Basu. Basu, also 
the UK’s Senior National Co-
ordinator for Counter Terrorism 
Policing, seemed to indicate that 
the force was still on the hunt for 
further suspects.

“The public should remain 

vigilant as our staff, officers 
and partners continue to work 
through this complex investiga-
tion. We are not, at this time, 
changing our protective security 
measures and the steps taken 
to free up extra armed officers 
remain in place,” he added. 

At least 30 people were in-
jured during the attack in which 
an improvised explosive device 
was detonated on a Tube train 
at Parsons Green underground 
station at 08:20hrs local time 
yesterday.

United Nations, Sep. 16 (PTI/
AFP): The UN Security Council 
will on Thursday hold a ministe-
rial-level meeting on the threat 
from the proliferation of weap-
ons of mass destruction that will 
focus on enforcing sanctions on 
North Korea, diplomats said.

The United States called the 
meeting that will be held during 
the annual General Assembly 
gathering of world leaders at the 
United Nations.

The Security Council this 
week imposed a new raft of  
sanctions on North Korea, slap-
ping an export ban on textiles, 
freezing work permits to North 
Korean guest workers and plac-
ing a cap on oil supplies.

The impact of  those sanc-
tions depends largely on whether 

China, North Korea’s ally and 
main economic partner, will fully 
implement them and on Russia, 
which is hosting tens of  thou-
sands of North Korean workers.

During the council meeting, 
countries will address ways to 
stem missile and nuclear technol-
ogy to “the world’s most danger-
ous actors,” the note said.

The meeting, held at a min-
isterial level, will highlight global 
unity in confronting the crisis 
with North Korea, diplomats 
said. North Korea yesterday fired 
an intermediate-range ballistic 
missile over Japan, in response 
to a new round of UN sanctions 
imposed over its sixth nuclear 
test.

The council met behind 
closed doors yesterday and con-

demned the “highly-provoca-
tive” missile launch, but it did 
not threaten further sanctions.

Japan stressed that the focus 
must be on fully implementing 
the recent sanctions resolutions 
to put pressure on North Korea 
to come to the table to negotiate 
an end to its nuclear and missile 
programs. 

If  fully implemented, the 
sanctions would deny North 
Korea more than 2 billion in rev-
enue from exports and other eco-
nomic activities, according to US 
officials.China and Russia have 
been pushing a proposal to kick- 
start talks with North Korea with 
a freeze on the country’s nuclear 
and missile tests in exchange for 
a suspension of US- South Korea 
military drills. 

Washington, Sep. 16 (PTI): Tibetan leaders and 
eminent experts have urged the Trump administra-
tion to take up with China on a priority basis the 
issue of  “suppression” of  Tibetan Buddhism.

The Chinese government implements countless 
restrictions on Tibetan Buddhism and Tibetan’s 
peaceful religions activity that have created an 
extremely oppressive environment, said Tenzin 
Dorjee, the commissioner of  the US Commission 
for International Religious Freedom (USCIRF) 
during a Congressional briefing on ‘Tibetan Bud-
dhism Today’.

“The Chinese Government has intensified its 
efforts to suppress Tibetan Buddhism,” he said, 
adding that Beijing recently has appointed Com-
munist Party members to control the monastery 
education system.

The Chinese Government seeks to strike at the 
heart of  Tibetan Buddhism by attacking the Tibetan 
religious and educational institutions, he alleged.

Expressing concern over the Chinese govern-
ment control over reincarnation system of  Tibet, 
he said this it was a very serious matter.

In his remarks, Dorjee urged US Congress to 
pass the Reciprocal Access to Tibet Act, which 
would deny entry into the US to Chinese govern-
ment officials responsible for creating or admin-
istering restrictions on US government officials, 
journalists, independent observers, and tourists 
seeking to travel to Tibetan areas.

Bhuchung K Tsering, vice president of  Inter-
national Campaign for Tibet, said that the Trump 
administration should implement the Tibet Policy 
Act of  2002 to send a message to China that the 
US wants a solution to the Tibetan issue through 
negotiations between the Chinese leadership and 
representatives of  the Dalai Lama.

This includes the early appointment of  the Spe-
cial Coordinator for Tibetan Issues, whose central 
objective is to encourage such a negotiation, he 
said.

The Tibetan Policy Act stipulates that the ad-
ministration should call for “the immediate and 
unconditional release of  all those held prisoner 
for expressing their political or religious views in 
Tibet.” 

Tsering said the US should support the call 
made by the UN High Commissioner for Human 
Rights in 2012, urging Chinese authorities to ad-
dress the longstanding grievances that have led to an 
alarming escalation in forms of  protest, including 
self-immolations, in Tibetan areas. The US should 
support the UN call to China “to allow independent 
and impartial monitors to visit and assess the actual 
conditions on the ground, and to lift restrictions on 
media access to the region,” he said.

Tsering argued that Congress should send a 
similar strong message to China by enacting the 
Reciprocal Access to Tibet Act, a bipartisan, bi-
cameral legislation that aims to call for the same 
access to American diplomats, journalists, and 
citizens to Tibet, just as their Chinese counterparts 
get in the US. 

In her remarks, Sarah Cook, senior research 
analyst for East Asia at Freedom House, urged the 
Trump administration to retain China’s designa-
tion as a country of  particular concern under the 
International Religious Freedom Act and impose 
additional penalties available under the law.

Tehran, Sep. 16 (IANS): A top com-
mander of Iran’s Islamic Revolution 
Guards Corps (IRGC) claimed that 
the country possesses the “father of  
all bombs” which overshadows the 
most powerful non-nuclear ordnance 
of the US.

The bomb was developed under 
a special request of  the IRGC, the 
corps’ Aerospace Force commander, 
Brigadier General Amir Ali Hajiza-
deh, said in an interview on Friday 
to Press TV.

“Following a proposal by the 
Aerospace Force of the Islamic Revo-
lution Guards Corps (IRGC), (Iran’s) 
Defence Industries (Organisation) 
manufactured a 10-ton bomb. These 
bombs are at our disposal,” Press TV 
cited the commander as saying.

“They can be launched from 
Ilyushin aircraft and they are highly 
destructive,” he added, without pro-
viding any further details on the 
capabilities of the ordnance.

The commander called the device 
the “father of all bombs”, comparing 
it to the US GBU-43/B Massive Ord-
nance Air Blast Bomb (MOAB), com-

monly known as the “mother of  all 
bombs”. Since the American device 
weighs 9.8 tons and yields 11 tons 
in TNT equivalent, the IRGC com-
mander presumably referred to the 
weight of the new Iranian ordnance 
rather than its destructive potential.

The MOAB was developed in 
2003 and first used in combat this 
April, when the US dropped the de-
vice in Afghanistan on a mountain 
tunnel complex used by the Islamic 
State terrorists.

The new Iranian ordnance, how-
ever, might trigger a bomb paternity 
dispute, as Russia already possesses a 
non-nuclear ordnance known as the 
“daddy”.

The Aviation Thermobaric Bomb 
of  Increased Power, known as the 
‘father of  all bombs’ (FOAB), was 
successfully tested by Russia in 2007, 
with impressive results for a non-
nuclear device - a 44-ton yield when 
detonated. The bomb explodes mid-
air, vaporizing its targets, collapsing 
structures, and leaving a moon-like 
scorched landscape.
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Salman Khan honoured at Britain’s House of Commons
Bollywood star Salman Khan received a Global Diversity Award at Britain’s House of  
Commons. Salman was at the House of Commons here on Friday, and received the 
award from Keith Vaz, British Parliament’s longest-serving Asian MP. “The Global 
Diversity Award is given to people of immense stature in terms of what they have done 
for diversity in the world, and he is certainly one of them,” Vaz said here. Vaz praised Sal-
man for being “not just a megastar for Indian and world cinema, but also someone who 
has done so much for humanitarian causes”. Salman, who looked dapper at the event 
and runs the Being Human NGO, said: “Thank you for the respect and honour you have 
given me. My father would have never thought... But the amount of respect you guys 
have given me, thank you so much for it.” The tour, which will take place in Birmingham 
on Saturday and in London’s O2 Arena on Sunday, will also feature artistes like Sonakshi 
Sinha, Jacqueline Fernandez, Prabhudheva, Sooraj Pancholi and Badshah. (IANS)

EM Images
A band led by the 9th IR Commandant, C James Kinghen along with other IR officials seen performing dur-
ing the concert. 
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R
eshma Qureshi, an 
acid attack survivor 
who has been vocal 
about her struggle 
and has featured on 

the fashion ramp, says her attacker 
and his family want her to “let 
him go” now that she has become 
“famous”.

Reshma was here to walk the 
ramp for designer Jaheena at the 
fourth edition of Crocs Mysore 
Fashion Week as the showstopper. 
The catwalk is not new to her -- she 
took to the New York Fashion 
Week ramp last year.

In a tete-a-tete with IANS, 
Reshma responded to a query on 
whether the attacker or his fam-
ily contact her now that she is a 
known face.

“I haven’t spoken to the at-
tacker or his family as such, but 
I met him two months back in 
court. I instinctively wanted 
to rip his throat out, to be 
honest... When he saw 
me, he told his lawyer 
and people, ‘She has 
become so big and 
a model, she is in a 
good place, so please 
release me or help 
me out’,” Reshma 

said.
“His family 

does see me in the 
news and people 
do say that now 
that you have 
become big, 
why don’t you 
let him go... 
But why 
should I let 
him go? He 
did wrong, 
so why should 
I? My mother 
clearly says that 
the way 
my 

daughter was earlier, bring that 
back, then we will let you go,” 
Reshma added in a determined 

tone.
The daughter of a Mum-

bai-based taxi driver, Resh-
ma’s life changed in 2014 
when, during a visit to her 
hometown in Uttar Pradesh, 
her brother-in-law and his 
friends assaulted her at a rail-
way station and threw acid 

on her face. Reshma’s brother-
in-law mistook her for her elder 
sister, since both of them were 
wearing burqas. She was only 17 

at the time.
She says people 

often feel sorry that 
she suffered when 
her sister was the 
real target. But she 
adds, “Even if it 
had happened to 
her (sister), she 
would have been 
in the same kind 
of agony. So, 

how does that 
change any-
thing? The 
statement is 
unsettling.” 
After the 

attack, which left her not just with 
physical but emotional scars too, 
Reshma tried to commit suicide 
thrice.

“But my parents supported me 
and then, after two months, the 
NGO Make Love Not Scar, Ria 
Sharma and Tania Singh came 
in and helped me... Now people 
know me because of them,” she 
said.

Reshma does not like to be 
called an acid attack “victim”. “We 
are not and we should not be called 
that... I am a survivor.”

She continues to take up offers 
to walk the ramp as she feels a lot 
of women who have been or are 
being victimised will be inspired by 
her and gain confidence and cour-
age for their own battles.

Reshma hopes that someday 
there will be a fashion show solely 
for acid attack survivors who are 
scared to step out of their homes. 

“They are no less than celebri-
ties. We have to muster tonnes of  
courage to face the world as we go 
through a lot... The first time that 
I walked the ramp, I was scared 
to the bones, but the people in 
New York cheered me up,” said 
Reshma.

IANS

A
ctor Harry 
Dean Stan-
ton, who 
spent six 
decades of  

his life in showbiz and is 
best known for his roles in 
“Pretty in Pink”, “Twin 
Peaks” and “Repo Man”, 
is dead. He was 91.

According to his 
agent, Stanton died from 
natural causes, CBSNews 
reported.

He breathed his last at 
the Cedars-Sinai hospital 
here on Friday, John Kelly 
of Bresler Kelly & Associ-
ates said in a statement.

He was “beloved in the 
entertainment industry” 
and earned a reputation for 
his “meticulous prepa-
ration” and easygoing 
personality, the statement 
said.

Born in Kentucky, 
Stanton served in the US 
Navy during World War 
II, fighting in the Battle of  
Okinawa. He moved to 
Los Angeles, and forayed 
into filmdom with the 1957 
movie “Tomahawk Trail”.

He also featured in 
Francis Ford Coppola’s 
“The Godfather: Part II” 
and David Lynch’s “Wild 
at Heart”.

Lynch, who cast him 

in “Twin Peaks: Fire Walk 
With Me”, “The Straight 
Story” and “Twin Peaks”, 
mourned the actor’s death.

He said in a statement: 
“There’s nobody like Harry 
Dean. Everyone loved him. 
And with good reason. He 
was a great actor (actually 
beyond) -- and a great hu-
man being -- so great to be 
around him!”

Author Stephen King 
paid condolences, and 
tweeted: “Harry Dean 
Stanton had the best line 
in ‘Christine’: ‘I’m selling’ 
this shithole and buyin’ a 
condo’. Rest in peace, HD. 
You were great.”

Actor Lucky Yates 
wrote: “The world will 
never know his equal. RIP 
Harry Dean Stanton.”

“RIP to the legendary 
Harry Dean Stanton. Im-
possible to cover his legacy 
in brief but here’s a few 
favourites: ‘Alien’, ‘Paris 
Texas’, ‘Repo Man’,” direc-
tor Edgar Wright tweeted. 

Actress Olivia Wilde 
posted: “Harry Dean 
Stanton was the definition 
of cool. On ‘Alpha Dog’, 
he wouldn’t leave a room 
without saying, ‘Love ya. 
Mean it.’ Such a great guy. 
RIP.”

IANS

B
ollywood star Sanjay 
Dutt, whose life was 
caught in a web of  
drugs and legal has-
sles, says as a father, 

he does not want his son to be 
like him.

The son of late veteran 
actors Sunil Dutt and Nargis, 
Sanjay fought a battle with 
drugs and went to rehab as well 
as served a jail term. He was 
arrested for illegal possession 
of arms in a case related to the 
1993 Mumbai serial blasts, in 
which over 250 people were 
killed and several hundred were 
wounded.

At the India Today Mind 
Rocks Youth Summit here on 
Saturday, Sanjay spoke unin-
hibitedly about his journey and 

struggles.
When asked how does 

he compare himself with his 
legendary father when it comes 
to fatherhood, Sanjay, a dad of  
three -- a son named Shahraan 
and two daughters Trishala and 
Iqra -- said: “My father raised us 
as normal children. I was sent 
to a boarding school... I went 
through the grind. And I am the 
same way with my children.

“I try to teach them the val-
ues of life, give them ‘sanskaar’, 
and teach them (that) respect 
for elders is very important 
even if they are your servants... 
And that you’ve got to value 
life. I only pray my son is not 
like me. Because what my dad 
went through, I don’t want to go 
through that.”

The father-son duo Sunil 
and Sanjay had together fea-
tured for the last time on screen 
in “Munna Bhai M.B.B.S.”.

At one point during his time 
in jail, Sanjay had wondered 
why was he in prison despite 
being Sunil Dutt’s son.

As for his mother, Sanjay, 
58, said his mother never saw 
any wrong in him.

“All mothers are the same 
-- they can’t see anything wrong 
in their son... Whatever hap-
pens. If someone complained 
that ‘Sanju has done this’, she 
couldn’t believe it. She used 
to get angry with them only,” 
he said, fondly recounting his 
younger days.

Dressed casually in a pair 
of denims teamed with a black 

t-shirt and sporting a well-
groomed beard, Sanjay spoke 
candidly to a crowd of school-
goers that he always thought 
from his heart.

“But using head is also 
important. Don’t think from 
your heart, also use your brains 
sometimes,” he said, offering 
more pearls of wisdom to the 
crowd.

“They said that I was in pos-
session of a weapon, but they 
never found the weapon.”

Opening up on his tryst with 
drugs, the “Khalnayak” star 
said: “Well, I got onto drugs 
in college. It used to be like if  
you’re not into it, you’re not in 
the scene. So, I started it, but 
I got so hooked on to it that it 
took me about 10 years to get 

out... But I was lucky that I had 
the means and the provisions to 
get out of it.

“I saw life differently 
without drugs and I want to tell 
the young guys that please stay 
high on your life, on your fam-
ily, or your work... There’s no 
substance which can make you 
high. I promise, it’s my experi-
ence.”

Drugs are an easy escape, he 
admitted, but said the fact that 
“it’s related with being really 
cool, is bad” because it can lead 
to addiction and draws people in 
a vicious cycle. 

Sanjay is coming back to 
films with “Bhoomi”, father-
daughter story directed by 
Omung Kumar.

IANS

W
ith the aim to encour-
age the 1500 recruiting 
jawans to adopt hobbies, 
utilize their talents, and 
keep them away from 

indulging in redundant activities, the 9th 
IR Battalion, also known as ‘The Dar-
ing Ninth,’ organised a concert at NAP 
ground, Police Hq., Chumukedima, 
Dimapur, on Saturday, Sep. 16.  

ADG (Law & Order), Akheto Sema, 
who graced the event, advised the recruit-
ing jawans to give serious interest in their 
career and also to carry out their assigned 

duties with modesty and sincerity. 
The band led by the 9th IR Comman-

dant, C James Kinghen, Deputy Comman-
dant as drummer, Assistant Commandant, 
Lanu Aier as guitarist, ADIS Rigamling 
as vocal, Supong as guitarist and vocalist 
and Baseng as guitarist, presented songs to 
encourage the jawans. The event also saw 
various bands, soloist and other entertain-
ment items.   

The concert was attended by dignitar-
ies, personnel and families and neighbour-
ing residents of the said venue.

Staff  Reporter 

Birthday Greeting

Deary Anito
May the good lord 
continue to bless & 
guide you always.Happy 
birthday. 

From Vipito, Nipu, 
Limi ,Lenti & loves ones.

I
n a career spanning less than a 
decade in Bollywood, known to be a 
tough space for outsiders, Anushka 
Sharma has carved a niche by slip-
ping into a variety of roles with ease. 

The actress-producer says, as compared to 
earlier times, stardom is more accessible 
today.

Anushka doesn’t wish to restrict herself  
as an actress and would love to portray a 
new role with every film. She considers 
herself incapable of getting a tag like her 
co-stars and Bollywood superstars Shah 
Rukh Khan, Aamir Khan and Salman 
Khan.

“It’s not common to give somebody a 
tag like ‘King of Romance’ (Shah Rukh) 
now. It’s a special thing. I don’t think 
that something like this... like we gave 
Mr Bachchan ‘The Angry Young Man’ 
tag, and we call Shah Rukh as ‘King of  
Romance’... can happen now.

“I feel it will not happen any more be-
cause the meaning of stardom has changed 
completely. It is not what it used to be 
earlier. Stardom is more accessible today,” 
Anushka told IANS in an interview.

“During Amitji and Shah Rukh’s 
times, the meaning of stardom was differ-
ent. Today it has changed. Still if  it is there, 
then I feel as an actor you should accept 
everything that the audience gives you.

“It is love that you are receiving from 
the audience, it’s a kind of acceptance that 
you are getting. I don’t need any such kind 
of tag because I don’t believe I am capable 
of being able to fulfil that tag,” added the 
actress, who was last seen onscreen in 
“Jab Harry Met Sejal”.

Despite starring opposite big names 
on the silver screen, Anushka has 
still been able to make an impact 
with her acting in films 
like “Rab Ne Bana 
Di Jodi”, “Jab Tak 
Hai Jaan”, “PK”, 
“Dil Dhadakne 
Do” and “Sul-
tan”. Decoding 
why, she says 
she has been 
able to do so 
because she 
has never 
felt anx-
ious about 
sharing the 
frame with 
them -- nor 

was she awestruck by them.
She stressed that it helps to be “una-

ware” of the actor who stars with you and 
seeing him as the “character he is playing”.

“There are a lot of of feelings which 
you don’t speak onscreen, but it gets 
denoted through some emotion or facial 
expression. I feel that the more I will be 
real, I will be relatable also,” Anushka said.

As a producer, Anushka has backed 
offbeat films like “NH10” and “Phillauri”. 
She says her satisfaction lies in constantly 
evolving and indulging in work “of any 
relevance”. “I feel you get some kind of  
diversity in your career by doing different 
films. That can only happen if you are 
working with different directors. 

“I have had the fortune of working 
with big directors which every actor 

would have dreamt of. I 
have worked with names 

like Yash Chopra, Adi-
tya Chopra, Rajkumar 
Hirani, Karan Johar 
and Vishal Bhard-
waj... Only a director 
can add diversity to 

an actor’s fil-
mography,” 
added 
Anushka, 
who will 
next be 
seen on-
screen in 
“Pari”.

IANS
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Pep Guardiola

Smriti Mandhana

JP Duminy

McLaren’s Spanish driver Fernando Alonso arrives for the first practice 
session of the Formula One Singapore Grand Prix, on Fri. Sep.15.
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ICC rules out ‘miraculous’ return of 
international cricket to Pakistan

Mbappe not on Messi’s 
level yet, says Guardiola

Confident India look to start on winning note against mighty Australia

Budding women cricketers will look up to 
Mithali and not Sachin - Mandhana

Indian women pugilists 
eye gold at boxing meet

Alonso keeps McLaren waiting over new deal

South Africa’s Duminy calls time on test career

IJPL welcomes 
female franchise 
owners

Evidence found in Sochi drugs probe to charge athletes, IOC says

Dubai, Sep. 16 (PTI): The 
ICC on Saturday ruled out 
an “overnight miraculous” 
return of  international 
cricket to Pakistan even 
though it was satisfied with 
the successful staging of  
the Independence Cup in 
Lahore.

“Returning full-time 
international cricket back 
to Pakistan is not going to 
be an overnight miracle. It 
has to take time. The PSL 
final was the first step, this 
is the second,” ICC Chief  
Executive David Richard-
son said in a video mes-
sages on Saturday.

“We have now shown 
that events can be staged 
in one city over a short 
period of  time in a Twen-
ty20 format. Now, the next 
steps have to be taken, 
meaning can they be rolled 
out in more than one city 
over a longer period of  
time. Probably the next 
steps would be a tour by 
a Full Member country as 
opposed to a composite 
team.” 

Satisfied with the con-

duct of  the tournament, 
Richardson said this will 
give a lot of  confidence to 
big teams such as Austra-
lians and South Africans.

“I am very satisfied. 
Back in 2009, the confi-
dence in the security 
situation in Pakistan 
was obviously at an 
all-time low. And fol-
lowing on, over the 
past 12 to 24 months, 
the improvements 
made by the Pakistan 
security forces was a 
catalyst for moving 
from that phase of  
playing in neutral ter-
ritories to try to make 
an effort to bring in-
ternational cricket 
back to Pakistan,” he 
said.

“The main objec-
tive of  that is to try 
to build confidence in the 
likes of  the Australians, 
South Africans and other 
countries that the threat 
can be managed and this 
tour has shown -- that is 
the case.

“The security arrange-

ments were unprecedent-
ed, yes, they were severe, 
but above all, everybody 
realised that it is all very 
well to have a security 
plan on paper but can it be 
implemented? And that’s 

a question they answered 
in the affirmative,” Rich-
ardson added. Pakistan 
clinched the three-match 
series against World XI 2-1 
after winning the third and 
final T20 by 33 runs last 
night at Lahore.

ICC Director Giles 
Clarke, who attended the 
first two matches, said the 
World XI received extraor-
dinary reception at Lahore 
and the event will a big 
step towards international 

cricket returning 
to Pakistan.

“ T h e  r e a c -
tion of  the Paki-
stanis who were 
at the ground is 
something I have 
never seen in my 
life. I think this 
courageous team, 
its management 
and all the people 
in Pakistan have 
d e m o n s t r a t e d 
that  i t  i s  pos -
sible for overseas 
players to come 
to Pakistan and 
show their skills,” 

he said.
“It has been a fantas-

tic tournament. From my 
point of  view, as Chairman 
of  the ICC’s Pakistan Task 
Team, I am very pleased 
that we have accomplished 
this and I am sure the play-

ers will talk to their col-
leagues and we will see the 
return of  bilateral interna-
tional cricket to Pakistan.” 

Richardson, who at-
tended the second T20I, 
said the reason behind 
staging the Independence 
Cup was to show that it 
is possible to safely host a 
tournament in Pakistan.

“One of  the main rea-
sons for staging the tour 
was as a stepping stone to 
building the confidence 
that even though there may 
be some danger to staging 
sports events or visiting 
Pakistan, the Pakistan se-
curity agencies are more 
than capable of  mitigating 
that threat,” he said.

“The security arrange-
ments having being imple-
mented so well, we can 
call it a success. The play-
ers that came on the tour 
witnessed the security ar-
rangements firsthand and 
can go back and report 
back that although there 
may be some level of  risk, 
it can be managed success-
fully.”

Manchester, Sep. 16 (PTI/
AFP): Pep Guardiola says 
new Paris Saint-Germain 
forward Kylian Mbappe 
has plenty to prove before 
he can be considered on the 
same level as the all-time 
greats after Arsene Wenger 
said he could be the next 
Pele.

The Arsenal manager 
heaped praise on the French 
teenager, who joined the 
Paris giants from Monaco 
in the transfer window, 
linking up with Brazilian 
superstar Neymar to form 
a frightening forward line.

But the City boss, when 
asked by reporters on Fri-
day to compare Mbappe 
with Lionel Messi, whom 
Guardiola managed at Bar-
celona, reacted cautiously.

“Nobody can sit at the 
same table as Messi. Maybe 
Mbappe, he’s a top player, 
he will be an outstanding 
player, I’m pretty sure of  
that.

“But to equal what Mes-
si has done in 10 or 12 years, 
or Cristiano (Ronaldo), 
for example, we have to 
wait. I appreciate Mbappe 
wouldn’t like me to put 
more pressure on his shoul-
ders.” 

Guardiola said Argen-
tine forward Messi had pro-
duced his best season after 
season.

“I think Messi has the 
numbers of 60-70 games ev-
ery season, in the big games, 
always being there to score 
and assist, never injured, al-
ways plays every three days, 
never injured because he 
controls his body,” he said.

Chennai, Sep. 16 (IANS): 
Despite steamrolling Sri 
Lanka over three cricket 
formats 9-0 in their last tour, 
India will know all too well 
that Australia would be a 
different proposition alto-
gether when the two sides 
renew acquaintances in the 
first of the five-match One-
Day International (ODI) 
series at the M.A. Chid-
ambaram Stadium here on 
Sunday.

India were all over the 
hapless Sri Lankans in the 
latter’s own den without 
having to break sweat. Virat 
Kohli and Co won all the 
three Test matches, five 
ODIs and one T20 inter-
national to return unblem-
ished.

But in Australia, the 
hosts will face stiffer com-
petition simply because of  
the quality of  players the 
visitors posses.

Even without their pace 
spearheads Mitchell Starc 
and Josh Hazlewood, ruled 

out due to injuries, the Steve 
Smith-led side has the likes 
of Nathan Coulter-Nile, Pat 
Cummins, Adam Zampa 
and Ashton Agar to trouble 
the Indian batsmen.

It won’t be smooth sail-
ing for the visitors, though, 
by any stretch of  imagina-
tion.

At home, India have 
been rampant over the last 
year of  so winning against 
New Zealand and England 
3-2 and 2-1 respectively in 
the 50-over format.

Indian batters are been 
in good form with veteran 
Mahendra Singh Dhoni 
also finding himself  among 
runs in Sri Lanka. Not hav-
ing Shikhar Dhawan for the 
three ODIs is a blow as the 
southpaw has been among 
runs in all formats lately.

Ajinkya Rahane is ex-
pected to take his place at 
the top of the order along-
with opener Rohit Sharma. 
KL Rahul is also an option.

For the Aussies, not 

having Aaron Finch open-
ing the batting with David 
Warner is not a perfect ar-
rangement with the dashing 
right-hander nursing a calf  
problem. Peter Handscomb 
has been called on to re-
place him but Travis Head 
looks to be the likely partner 
of Warner.

Ahead of  the 2019 
World Cup in England, In-
dia chief coach Ravi Shastri 
will get to look at his back-
up spin options in this series 
with Ravichandran Ashwin 
and Ravindra Jadeja rested. 

The likes of  chinaman 
Kuldeep Yadav, left-arm 
spinner Yuzvendra Chahal 
and all-rounder Axar Patel 
would vie for spots in the 
team.

Kuldeep and Chahal 
have done pretty well in the 
limited chances that they 
have got since then and even 
though there’s a perception 
that wrist-spinners can go 
for runs, the leggie has an 
economy rate of  4.14 and 

the chinaman 3.97 in ODIs.
“I look at them as mys-

tery spinners. You never 
know what’s coming out 
of  their hand. The captain 
is comfortable to get them 
into the fray as they can 
get crucial breakthroughs 
we look forward to in the 
middle part of  the game,” 
vice-captain Rohit said on 
Friday.

The Aussies too will 
rely heavily on their tweak-
ers to get them the wickets. 
While skipper Steve Smith 
has made it amply clear 
that Zampa is a certainty in 
the playing XI, Agar is also 
tipped to play a part.

The fact that Kerala 
chinaman bowler K.K. Ji-
yas flew in to help the Aus-
sies practice on Friday is 
a clear indication of  how 
seriously the tourists are 
taking spin.

The Aussies have not 
played ODIs since the ICC 
Champions Trophy and 
will look to put aside their 

disappointing loss to Ban-
gladesh in the first Test in 
Dhaka. They fought back to 
triumph convincingly in the 
second rubber. The Aussies 
lost 0-2 in New Zealand in 
the ODIs before the Cham-
pions Trophy.
The squads: 
India: Virat Kohli (cap-
tain), Rohit Sharma, Shi-
khar Dhawan, KL Rahul, 
Manish Pandey, Kedar Jad-
hav, Ajinkya Rahane, MS 
Dhoni (wk), Hardik Pan-
dya, Axar Patel, Kuldeep 
Yadav, Yuzvendra Chahal, 
Jasprit Bumrah, Bhuvnesh-
war Kumar, Umesh Yadav, 
Mohammed Shami. 
Australia: Steve Smith 
(captain), David Warner, 
Ashton Agar, Hilton Cart-
wright, Nathan Coulter-
Nile, Patrick Cummins, 
James Faulkner, Aaron 
Finch, Josh Hazlewood, 
Travis Head, Glenn Max-
well, Marcus Stoinis, Mat-
thew Wade (wk), Adam 
Zampa.

“That’s why I don’t 
think we help with hypo-
thetical suitors for him, say-
ing you are going to be the 
new guy. So let Mbappe 
have the fantastic career he 
will have and after we”ll see 
in the future.” 

Guardiola also said he 
had warned his Manchester 
City stars about the perils of  
social media although he 
has no intention of curbing 
their use of it.

A number of City play-
ers, in particular new French 
international full-back Ben-
jamin Mendy, are prolific 
users of social media.

Former Monaco de-
fender Mendy was widely 
criticised when he mocked 
Brighton’s Lewis Dunk 
on Twitter after he scored 
an own goal in the match 
against City on the opening 
day of the season.

Guardiola, 46, admits 
that it is an area that he does 
not understand but, while 
he is happy for his players 

to continue to use it, he has 
issued a message of caution.

“No,” said Guardiola 
when asked if  he intended 
to limit players’ use of social 
media. “They can com-
municate, it’s part of  their 
lives now.

“Today is a different 
world than what I lived in. 
Maybe in my period if  we 
had Twitter I’d use Twitter.

“I just want respect for 
the other ones. I don’t want 
to see disrespect for team-
mates, the opposition, the 
club, for the fans, for the 
issues happening in the 
world. That I don’t want to 
see from my players, and we 
spoke about that.

“Of  course, everybody 
is free, I’m not a guy to say 
‘ban that, ban that’. They 
are adults, some of them are 
fathers, but respect, be care-
ful what you write, be care-
ful what you say because I 
don’t want other guys to feel 
uncomfortable with what 
they say on Twitter.

New Delh i ,  Sep.  16 
(IANS): India women’s 
cricket team opener Smriti 
Mandhana on Saturday 
said aspiring female players 
will now look up to Mithali 
Raj for inspiration and not 
Sachin Tendulkar, underlin-
ing the rising stock of their 
trade after their World Cup 
heroics in England recently.

India eves created a stir 
when they reached the final 
of the Women’s World Cup 
earlier this year.

Led by Mithali, the 
women in blue lost by nine 
runs to the hosts following 
an inexplicable late collapse 
at the Lord’s.

However, even in de-
feat, the Indian team won 
many hearts with cricketers 

like Tendulkar, Virender 
Sehwag, Mahendra Singh 
Dhoni and Virat Kohli laud-
ing their efforts. 

“I don’t think anybody 
will ask us who is our fa-
vourite male cricketer. I be-
lieve girls will start playing 
cricket and I think they will 
be compared to Mithali Raj 
and not Sachin Tendulkar,” 

New Delhi, Sep. 16 (IANS): The 
Indian Junior Players League Talent 
Hunt (IJPL Talent Hunt) on Saturday 
revealed their first women franchise 
owners with Telugu star Laxmi Man-
chu owning the Hyderabad Hawks 
with Kannada actors Aindrita Ray 
and Diganth co-owning the Banga-
lore Stars. 

Welcoming the new owners, IJPL 
Managing Director Dinesh Kapoor 
said: “In addition to having film-mak-
er and actor Arbaaz Khan and actor 
Rajeev Khandelwal, the introduction 
of  Telugu star Laxmi Manchu and 
Kannada film icons Aindrita and 
Diganth speaks a lot about the level 
of  the IJPL Talent Hunt.”

 “Their stardom will be an hon-
ourable addition to the existing group 
of  owners of  teams in IJPL Talent 
Hunt,” he added. On this occasion, 
Laxmi Manchu, who has acted in 
American television series -- Desper-
ate Housewives and Las Vegas -- said: 
“I’m super excited to be part of  IJPL 
Talent Hunt and I hope my team, 
Hyderabad Hawk goes all out to win 
the tournament in Dubai.”

Johannesburg, Sep. 16 (Reuters): South 
Africa all-rounder JP Duminy has de-
cided to quit test cricket but will continue 
to feature in the shorter formats of the 
game, the 33-year-old said on Saturday.

Duminy was dropped from the Pro-
teas squad after the first test at Lord’s in 
a four-match series against England in 
July and has since not featured in the 
longest format.

In 46 tests, Duminy scored 2,103 runs 
at an average of 32.85. He also picked up 
42 wickets with his off-spin.

“After long and careful deliberation, I 
have decided to retire from first-class and 
test match cricket with immediate effect,” 
Duminy, who opted out of the opening 
round of domestic first-class fixtures in 
South Africa, said in a statement.

“It is an experience that cannot be 
replaced and one I will always cherish. 
Test cricket has always been the pinnacle 
and I’ve been fortunate enough to expe-
rience some memorable highlights with 
the Proteas and also in first-class matches 
with the WSB Cape Cobras.”

Lima, Sep. 16 (Reuters): A first 
batch of  athletes suspected of  
having been part of a Russian dop-
ing ring at the Sochi 2014 Winter 
Games may soon be charged by 
the International Olympic Com-
mittee (IOC), the head of  the 
investigation said on Friday.

IOC member Denis Oswald 
said evidence gathered so far will 
be combined with results of tests 
to determine whether urine and 
blood sample bottles had been 
tampered with, to replace positive 
samples with clean samples.

“We feel we have found a 
number of  elements to charge 
a certain number of  athletes,” 
Oswald told IOC members at the 
body’s session meeting in Lima.

“In a few days we will have 
the results of the first batch of 50 
bottles (determining whether or 
not they had been tampered with) 
and then we can proceed.”

Swiss Oswald, who did not 
say how many athletes could be 
involved, said the first hearings 
would start in October. He added 
that his commission could only 
ban athletes from the Olympics 
and not impose other sanctions.

“We can only disqualify ath-
letes. We have been working close-

ly with winter sports federations 
and they will be ready as soon as 
we have made our decision to go 
on with their own procedure.”

Russian scheme
Grigory Rodchenkov, the former 
head of  Moscow’s discredited 
anti-doping laboratory, identified 
in a 2015 World Anti-Doping 
Agency (WADA) report as an 
‘aider and abettor of  the doping 
activities’, revealed a scheme for 
covering up Russian competitors’ 
positive drug samples at the 2014 
Winter Olympics.
This triggered a number of inves-
tigations, including Oswald’s on 
behalf  of  the IOC, to determine 
whether Russia had manipulated 
their athletes’ samples at those 
Olympics three years ago. The 
participation of  Russian athletes 
at next February’s Pyeongchang 
Winter Olympics depends on 
the results of  the Oswald report, 
which he said would be completed 
before the end of the year.
Russian Olympic Committee 
chief  Alexander Zhukov told re-
porters in Lima he was confident 
Russian athletes would be compet-
ing in Pyeongchang.

His country’s track and field 
athletes had been banned from 

the Rio de Janeiro Games last year 
over the doping scandals.

Six skiers who have been 
banned from competing following 
the WADA report, will be the first 
to be dealt with by Oswald, with 
the skiing season starting soon. 
The next batch of  athletes will 
be Russians who are due to take 
part in Pyeongchang qualifiers, 
Oswald said. WADA chief Craig 
Reedie said Russia’s anti-doping 
agency (RUSADA), which was 
suspended for non-compliance 
in 2015 following the doping 
scandals, was working towards 
reinstatement and that could hap-
pen as soon as November. “We 
are currently working through an 
agreed roadmap,” Reedie said. 
“There has been much progress 
and it is really important that we 
try to get RUSADA compliant 
and deliver a proper, robust anti-
doping test programme.”

“The WADA board meeting 
in Seoul in November could rec-
ommend that RUSADA becomes 
compliant,” he said, criticising a 
group of  the world’s leading na-
tional anti-doping organisations 
(NADOs) who this week called 
for Russia to be excluded from 
Pyeongchang.

Singapore, Sep. 16 (AFP): 
Fernando Alonso said he 
needed time to look into 
McLaren’s new partner-
ship with Renault before 
pledging his future, as 
he kept his options open 
despite their split with 
Honda. Alonso repeat-
edly threatened to quit as 
McLaren struggled with 
their Honda engines, and 
their switch to Renault 
power next year is expect-
ed to convince him to stay.

But the two-time world 
champion, who has also 
dabbled in IndyCar, said 
he first wanted to study the 
new partnership, which 
was announced at the 
Singapore Grand Prix on 
Friday.

“I just received the 
news and now after Sin-
gapore, which is the first 
priority for me, I will try 
to know a little bit more 
about the project  and 
about the Renault engine, 
about the expectations for 
next year,” Alonso said.

“Because obviously 
right now I don’t know 
anything. So after I con-
sider that I will make deci-
sions.”

The 36-year-old Span-
iard said earlier in Sin-
gapore that he had offers 
both inside and outside 
of  F1, and that he would 
make up his mind in the 
next few weeks. Alonso, 
who won his world titles 
with the Renault team in 
2005 and 2006, has a long-
term goal of  becoming 
only the second driver to 
complete the Triple Crown 
-- winning the Monaco 
Grand Prix, Le Mans and 
the Indy500.

Securing his servic-

Istanbul, Sep. 16 (IANS): Indias good run in the 
Ahmet Comert International Boxing Championship 
continued as five women pugilists, Niharika Gonella, 
Sashi Chopra, Ankushita Boro, Parveen and Soniya 
made the finals here.

In the 75 kg weight category, Niharika beat 
Selma Karakoyun 3:2 to set up a summit clash against 
Shamonova Anastasiia of Kazakhstan, while Shashi 
Chopra punched her way into the finals by registering 
a 4:1 victory over Sandugash Abilkhan of Kazakhstan 
in the 57 kg weight classification, here late on Friday. 

Shashi will now be up against Vladislava Kukhta 
of Kazakhstan.

Ankushita got the better of Aleyna Turk of Turkey 
and will now face Turkish pugilist Cagla Aluc in the 
summit clash of the 60 kg competition.

In the 48 kg competition, Soniya beat Olga Shali-
mova and will now take on Zahazira Urakabeva of  
Kazakhstan, while Parveen beat Ayten Cumentor of  
Turkey in the 54 kg bout to continue her pursuit for 
gold. She will face Anastasiia Artamonova of Russia 
in the finals.

Mandhana told India To-
day TV channel at the Mind 
Rocks event here.

The 21-year-old was re-
ferring to an incident when 
Mithali was asked to name 
her favourite male cricketer.

The reply was, “Do you 
ask the same question to a 
male cricketer? Do you ask 
them who their favourite 
female cricketer is?” Mithali 
had said to the scribe in 
question. 

Talking about the pros-
pect of  a women’s Indian 
Premier League (IPL), 
Mandhana said: “Women’s 
IPL will be a great thing. 
The domestic players will 
get to play with the interna-
tional stars. I’m sure BCCI 
will think about it.”

es is a major priority for 
McLaren, who are For-
mula One’s most success-
ful British team but have 
not won a race since 2012.

“We’re going to turn 
our attention to Fernando 
now,” said McLaren exec-
utive director Zak Brown. 
“We’ve been speaking a 
lot... I think in the not-too-
distant future we should 
be able to get something 
done.

“And that will be the 
last big piece of  the puz-
zle.”

Switching to Renault 
might not be the catch-all 
solution for McLaren as, 
like Honda, the French 
engine-maker has also 
had its problems with F1’s 
complex hybrid technol-
ogy. “McLaren have gone 
from the fourth-worst en-
gine to the third-worst 
engine,” commented Sky 
Sports analyst and ex-F1 

driver Martin Brundle. 
Alonso also sounded a 
note of  caution when he 
said: “You never know if  
it’s a good move or a bad 
move for the team.

“But I think definitely 
if  McLaren thought it was 
time to split with Honda 
and go for Renault, it’s 
because they have good in-
formation about next year.

“Hopefully that will 
put McLaren again in the 
places that we all feel that 
McLaren belongs.” Alonso 
added that he felt “proud” 
of  McLaren’s project with 
Honda, despite the fact it 
has failed to yield a single 
podium place in more than 
two-and-a-half  seasons. 
“We all felt that it was the 
perfect match, we all felt 
that this could be a great 
time for this partnership,” 
he said. “Unfortunately, 
we tried our best and we 
didn’t succeed.”

Duminy made his test debut with an un-
beaten half-century at Perth against Australia 
in 2008 to help South Africa hunt down a target 
of 414, the second-highest successful run-chase 
in test cricket.

“In the years ahead, my focus will be placed 
on attaining limited-overs cricket success for 
South Africa and the WSB Cape Cobras...” he 
added. South Africa’s next test assignment is 
a two-match home series against Bangladesh 
from Sept. 28.



Players of Club Football Fanatics (black) and Morning Football Club in action at Seikhazou 
ground at the ongoing Morning Champions Cup on Saturday.

A match in progress at the DGP Ground, Police Complex, 
Chumukedima on SaturdayGuest of honour, principal, teachers, NCC Cadets and students at the closing function on Friday.

P V Sindhu
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Sindhu seals final spot at Korea Open

Case Premier League underway
Sao Chang College annual sports meet concludes

Striker Higuain again left out 
of Argentina football squad

Club Football Fanatics overcomes Morning FC

Captain Kenguruse Memorial Football tourney 
Defending champs Naga FC advances to quarterfinal

Vanguard FC, Naga Terriers and Green Club enter round of last eight
Seoul, Sep. 16 (PTI): 
Olympic silver-medallist P 
V Sindhu defeated China's 
He Bingjiao in the semi-
finals to set up a mouth-
watering summit clash with 
world champion Nozomi 
Okuhara of  Japan at the 
Korea Open Super Series, 
here on Saturday.

The 22-year-old Indian 
had come into the match 
with a 3-5 head-to-head re-
cord, having lost to the Chi-
nese at the Asia Badminton 
Championship this year.

But that didn't matter as 
Sindhu saw off  the World 
No.7 21-10 17-21 21-16 in 
a match that lasted an hour 
and six minutes here.

The World No.4 Indi-
an, who had won the China 
Super Series Premier last 
year and clinched the In-
dia Super Series and Syed 
Modi Grand Prix Gold 
this season, now stands just 
one win away from another 
title.

However, it will once 
again be her World Cham-
pionship final nemesis and 
eighth seed Okuhara, who 
will stand in the way when 
they clash in the final to-
morrow.

The Olympic bronze-
medallist Japanese entered 

Our Correspondent
Kohima, Sep. 16 (EMN): 
Defending champions 
Naga FC came from be-
hind to beat Nerhema FC 
3-2 at the ongoing Captain 
Kenguruse Memorial Foot-
ball Tournament here at 
Kohima local ground.

When the match was 
equally poised at 2-2 during 
the second half, Kekhries-
etuo Tsirah scored a con-
troversial goal in the 57th 
minute to send back home 
Nerhema FC from the 
knock-out tournament.

With the victory, Naga 
FC registered their entry 
into the quarterfinal where 
they will take on Tizit Tor-
nadoes in the round of last 
eight on Monday (Septem-
ber 18).

Petevizo Kezieo, who 
scored a hat-trick scorer 
for Nerhema FC in the 
previous match, was again 
on target as he drew the 
first blood for his team in 
the 3rd minute. Naga FC 
came back strong by scoring 
the equaliser through their 
centre forward Khwetelhi 

Thopi in the 11th minute, 
who also went on to score 
the second goal in the 32nd 
minute to end the first half  
2-1.

Moving into the second 
half, Nerhema FC levelled 
the score through Kakhevi 
in the 52nd minute. Howev-
er, the celebration was short 
lived as Kekhriesetuo Tsirah 
scored to give his team the 
much needed goal which 
in the end was enough to 
take them to the round of  
last eight.

Earlier, playing the first 
match at Kohima local 
ground, Vanguard FC eased 
into the quarters with their 
victory against Tuli United 
FC 4-1.

The first half  ended in a 
goalless draw, but a rejuve-
nated Vanguard FC came 
back strong to dominate the 
second half.

Y h u n s h a l o  Ke m p 
scored the first goal for Van-
guard in the 47th minute, 
while Chaba Chang net-
ted the second in the 59th 
minute.

Tuli United came back 

to the game when Imli-
meren scored in the 77th 
minute to make it 2-1, but 
the Vanguard FC made it 
sure that the match was in 
their control as they went 
on to score two more goals.

Yhunshalo Kemp was 
again on target in the 80th 
minute, and two minutes 
later Sinlo scored the fourth 
for Vanguard FC during 
the additional time to make 
it 4-1. Vanguard will play 
against Friends United FC 
in the quarters.

Playing the first match 
at Tsiese Basa, Naga Ter-
riers again proved their 
dominance as one of the fa-
vourite title contenders with 
their convincing victory 
against One Ten FC 4-0.

Naga Terriers were up 
to the mark from the first 
whistle as Chubatemjen 
gave them an early lead 
in the 9th minute, while 
Chingkamlong doubled the 
margin in the 39th minute. 
To make it worse for One 
Ten FC, Y Khekiho Chishi 
scored the third for Naga 
Terriers in the 44th minute 

and also scored the fifth in 
the 62nd minute.

In the second match at 
Tsiese Basa, Green Club 
came from behind to de-
feat YA Merangkong 3-1 
and made it through to the 
round of  last eight where 
they will play against Laim-
cishm FC. Lithung first 
scored for YA Merangkong, 
however Tova produced the 
equaliser for Green Club in 
the 38th minute.

Just when the match 
was heading for a tie inside 
the allotted time, Kimiyeto 
gave Green Club the lead by 
scoring in the 80th minute, 
and also netted the third 
during the additional time 
to end the match 3-1.

Quarterfinal fixture 
(Monday) 

Kohima local ground
Vanguard FC vs Friends 

United FC at 8 a.m
Naga FC vs Tizit Torna-

does at 10.30 a.m
Tsiese Basa ground

Naga Terriers vs Medzi-
phema United at 8 a.m

Green Club vs Laimcishm 
FC at 1.30 a.m
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the final with a 21-17 21-18 
win over World No.2 com-
patriot Akane Yamaguchi, 
seeded second.

Sindhu made a ram-
paging start to the opening 
game as she rushed to a 9-1 
advantage before moving 
into the break at 11-4 when 
the left-handed Chinese 
hit out.

Sindhu made a few un-
forced errors but she didn't 
let it derail her game as she 
moved to a 10-point ad-
vantage and sealed it when 
Bingjiao once again hit out.

In the second game, 
Sindhu and Bingjiao were 

tied 4-4 initially but the In-
dian once again clinched a 
five-point advantage at the 
break when she unleashed 
a body smash and then 
Bingjiao hit out again.

But unforced errors by 
Sindhu and Bingjiao's re-
silience helped the Chinese 
slowly erase the deficit and 
make it 10-13.

Sindhu tried to engage 
her opponent in fast rallies 
but Bingjiao managed to 
claw back at 15-15 with a 
precise straight down-the-
line smash.

Sindhu suddenly hit a 
bad patch as two wide shots 

Dimapur, Sep. 16 (EMN): 
The 2nd Edition of  the 
Case Premier League got 
underway on Saturday 
with Parliamentary Secre-
tary Tovihoto Ayemi kick-
ing off  the tournament at 
the DGP Ground in Police 
Complex, Chumukedima.

Speaking on the occa-
sion, Ayemi appreciated 
the efforts of  the league 
organisers stating that it 
was a good platform to 
come together, interact, 
keep oneself  fit and also to 
bring unity.

“We should encourage 
our people to stay fit,” he 
said and urged the organ-
isers to continue holding 
the league and bring more 
people together.

In the first match, de-
fending champions Trinity 
Sporting were held to a 
goalless draw by Case FC. 
It was misfortune for Case 
FC as the highest scorer 
from last edition, Dr. Lipok 
suffered a fracture on the 
sheen after colliding with 
the goalkeeper of  Trinity 
FC early on in the game.

The match was largely 
pedestrian with the hot 
afternoon sun sapping the 
energy of  most of  the play-
ers and both teams were 
content to play out a drab 

draw.
The second match was 

an exciting affair as A1 
Powerplay and STAFAC 
United Patkai played out a 
3-3 draw.

Powerplay took the 
lead in the 5th minute after 
Akika cut in from the left 
and found Nito around 
the 6 yard box who eased 
the ball past the STAFAC 
goalkeeper.

Minutes later, Akika 
could have doubled the 
lead after he was put clean 
through. However, his ef-
fort on goal was denied by 
the woodwork.

Akika was instrumen-
tal for Powerplay as he 
used his pace and guile 
to trouble the STAFAC 
defence. In the second half, 
he cut in from out wide, 
but this time from the right, 
and found Yannath for a 
simple tap in. Powerplay 
looked comfortable after 
going 2-0 up but STAFAC 
pulled one back with Ke-
neivikho Khro heading in 
from a corner.

Minutes later STAFAC 
pulled even with Chui beat-
ing the offside trap and 
shooting from outside the 
18-yard box – the goal-
keeper was unmoved as the 
ball zoomed into the back 

and one of her returns were 
buried in the net, giving 
the Chinese a 20-16 advan-
tage. A deceiving return on 
Bingjiao's serve saw Sindhu 
save a game point but the 
Chinese sealed it next when 
the Indian found the net 
again.

The decider saw the lon-
gest and quickest rallies as 
both the shutters looked to 
outwit each other. Sindhu 
managed to lead 7-4 and 9-6 
before Bingjiao clawed back 
with three straight points.

However, two wide 
shots once again spoilt 
Bingjiao's run as Sindhu 
held the advantage for the 
third time at the interval.

The script didn't change 
much after the break as 
Sindhu continued to lead 
even as Bingjiao struggled 
with her length and ended 
up sending the shuttle wide 
and long. Sindhu moved to 
a 19-15 lead before Bingjiao 
produced a powerful smash 
to gather a point but the 
Indian was in no mood to 
stretch it any further as she 
moved to the match point 
when Bingjiao hit wide 
again.

The Indian then sealed 
the issue with a lucky net 
chord.

of  the net.
STAFAC then took the 

lead after the Powerplay 
custodian made a clear-
ance which left him out of  
position and unfortunately, 
found Chui who looped it 
past the keeper and into the 
net from distance.

However, Powerplay 
continued to press and 
their persistence paid off  
in the dying minutes when 
Bokito made a run from 
deep and found Temsu 
with a defence splitting 
pass – the latter slotting the 
ball calmly past the goal-
keeper as the match ended 
3-3. Nizams FC Dimapur 
were the only team to regis-
ter a win on the day as they 
beat G. Sporting Club in a 

feisty third match.
G. Sporting Club large-

ly controlled the match 
in the first half  but some 
resolute defending from 
Nizams saw all threats be-
ing neutralized. Towards 
the end of  the half, Bito 
made it 1-0 for Nizams – a 
touch fortunate as his shot 
went in through the goal-
keeper’s legs.

Substitute Sopei then 
made it 2-0 in the second 
half  as the Nizams started 
to assert more control on 
the game. The match saw 
some feisty tackles late in 
the match as players from 
both teams clashed and 
engaged in heated argu-
ments but Nizams held on 
for three points.

Kohima, Sep. 16 (EMN): Club Foot-
ball Fanatics narrowly defeated Morn-
ing Football Club 3-2 at the ongoing 
Morning Champions Cup 2017 on 
Saturday morning. 

I n  a  t h r i l l i n g  e n c o u n t e r  a t 
Seikhazou ground, a late goal from 
Patu gave Club Football Fanatics the 
three points and denied a point for 
Morning Football Club. CF Fanat-
ics continued their dominance in the 
tournament with back to back wins 
and have 6 points from two games. 
While Morning FC managed a draw 
in the first match and has a point in 
hand in Group-B.

During the match, Tokato opened 
the scoring in the 6th minute for Club 
Football Fanatics, but the goal was 
cut short through Neiphre for Morn-
ing FC in the 30th minute to level the 
score and the first half  ended 1-1. 

After the break, Atokito found the 

D i m a p u r,  S e p .  1 6 
(EMN): The 43rd annual 
sports week of  Sao Chang 
College, Tuensang,on 
the theme “Soar towards 
the goal” culminated on 
Fri. Sep. 15 at the parade 
ground Tuensang, with 
T. Y. Sangtam, President, 
USLP as the guest of  
honour stated a press 
note. 

Speaking at the clos-
ing programme, Sangtam 
stated that sports can give 
you money and job if  
we all can give our best 
interest in the sports ac-
tivities. Once we become 
professional in sports, it 
gives us opportunities to 
explore different places 
within and also outside 
the country. So the stu-
dents should also develop 
sportsmanship so as to 
avail numerous opportu-
nities that is lying ahead 

back of  the net in the 48th minute 
for Fanatics to take the lead but 
Morning FC fought back with 
Dikwa scoring the equaliser in the 
76th minute.

With the match ending in a 

draw, Patu with his solo effort net-
ted the third goal for Club Football 
Fanatics with seven minutes re-
maining in the game and Fanatics 
held on for the win till the final 
whistle.

Buenos Aires, Sep. 16 (IANS): 
Argentina chief coach Jorge Sam-
paoli has called up Atalanta for-
ward Alejandro 'Papu' Gomez for 
pivotal 2018 football World Cup 
qualifiers against Peru and Ecua-
dor. But there was still no place 
in the squad for Juventus striker 
Gonzalo Higuain as Sampaoli 
kept faith in Inter Milan forward 
Mauro Icardo. Gomez, who was 
named in Argentina squad on Fri-
day, scored 16 goals in 37 matches 
for Italian outfit Atalanta last 
season but is yet to score in the 
first three fixtures of  the current 
Serie A season, reports Xinhua 
news agency.

The 29-year-old has been 
capped just once for the Albice-
leste, making a scoring debut in 
their 6-0 friendly victory over Sin-
gapore in June. Argentina will host 
Peru in Buenos Aires on October 
5 before an away clash against 
Ecuador in Quito five days later.

The two-time World Cup win-
ners are fifth in South America's 
Conmebol standings and must 
win both of their remaining quali-

fiers to secure a ticket to Russia 
next year. The top four teams 
will automatically qualify for the 
quadrennial tournament while 
the fifth-ranked side will advance 
to a playoff.
Squad:
Goalkeepers: Sergio Romero 
(Manchester United), Nahuel 
Guzman (Tigres), Agustin Mar-
chesin (America).
Defenders: Javier Mascherano 
(Barcelona), Federico Fazio 
(Roma), Nicolas Otamendi (Man-
chester City), Gabriel Mercado 
(Sevilla), Emanuel Mammana 
(Zenit), German Pezzella (Fio-
rentina).
Midfielders: Ever Banega (Se-
villa), Lucas Biglia (AC Milan), 
Leandro Paredes (Zenit), Angel 
Di Maria (Paris Saint-Germain), 
Marcos Acuna (Sporting Lisbon), 
Eduardo Salvio (Benfica), Emil-
iano Rigoni (Zenit),.
Forwards: Lionel Messi (Barce-
lona), Paulo Dybala (Juventus), 
Mauro Icardi (Inter Milan), Sergio 
Aguero (Manchester City), Ale-
jandro Gomez (Atalanta).

Naga tennis player Vilasier Khate clinched 
another national singles title in the recent-
ly concluded AITA 50K Men's Ranking 
tournament organised by All India Tennis 
Federation and AISA. He started off  from 
the qualifying rounds and went on to beat 
the top seed Jaydeep Chudamsama 6-4, 
6-1 in the finals. The tournament was 
held at Ahmedabad, Gujarat from Sep. 
11 to 15.

for the sports skilled man 
and women. Students 
need to develop a sense of  
hardworking and sincer-
ity to achieve goals in life 
because nothing success 
will come to people who 
are lazy in life.

The sports week clos-
ing function was chaired 
by  Bet iChemden and 
brief  remark on behalf  of  
the teachers was given by 

AkyubaSangtam, Assis-
tant Professor. Prize dis-
tribution to the winning 
teams and individuals 
was monitored by Lizon-
thung, Sports Commit-
tee member and trophies 
along with the certificates 
were handed over to the 
students by the guest of  
honour, vote of  thanks 
was given by Lilongchem 
Thug, Coordinator sports 

committee and the pro-
gramme ended with a 
benediction pronounced 
by Temjentula, Assistant 
Professor.  During the 
three days sports event, 
various outdoor and in-
door games were played. 
The students were divided 
into four houses name-
ly; Red Falcons, Green 
Hawks, Blue Kestrels and 
White Eagles.


