
School children riding an autorickshaw in Dimapur. (Caisii Mao)

An ANTA official seen reasoning with the mob on Thursday in Kohima.
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Mirror Takes

We should have bought him a 
Mercedes or a BMW, not an 

auto...he won't even take me to 
the market. 
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Taxis remain off Kohima roads in protest of murder

Primary school teachers 
served with Sep. 15 deadline 

Teachers' association 
sceptical of ‘revamp’

Dimapur autorickshaw 
drivers to strike from Sep. 11 

Mokokchung traders 
say no to ‘registration 
and collection’ by 
armed Naga groups  

Rio-led NPF accuses rival group of ‘excruciatingly unfair torture’  

EASTERN MIRROR

Our Correspondent
Kohima, Sep. 7 (EMN): 
Taxis in Kohima remained 
off  the road for the second 
consecutive day on Thurs-
day as the members of  All 
Nagaland Taxi Association 
(ANTA) protested against 
the killing of  one of  their 
members, Swüdüve Nakro.

Earlier today, the pro-
testers gathered outside the 
Indoor TT Stadium, shout-
ing slogans of  resentment 
at the crime meted to their 
comrade and some even 
demanded the police to 
hand over the three accused 
to them.

“My brother and friend 
was (sic) slaughtered like 
an animal. Why should 
I keep quiet? Tomorrow 
it could be me or any of  
my friends. Where is our 
safety or security?” said an 
irate protester, while an-
other pointed out that late 
Swüdüve’s was the second 
case this year involving kill-
ing of  taxi drivers. He said 
taxi drivers were not safe 
anymore to carry out their 
services, particularly at 
night and when transport-
ing passengers out of  town.

Another member said 
when taxi drivers barely 
earn a living to run their 
families, they were at con-
stant risk of  being targeted 
by unscrupulous persons 
under the guise of  hiring 
their taxis. Stating that he 
was a father of  two small 
children, he expressed in-
security of  the future of  
his children if  he suffered 
similar fate like his friend 
Swüdüve and other taxi 
driver victims before him.

Later, addressing the 

I may not have gone 
where I intended to go, 
but I think I have ended 

up where I intended 
to be. 

Douglas Adams
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crowd, ANTA president 
Vibasetuo Solo pointed out 
that it was irrational to de-
mand to the police to hand 
over the accused although 
everyone was angry over 
what had happened to 
their comrade and many 
of  them wanted retribu-
tion. He reminded them 
that Nagaland is a Chris-
tian state and as Chris-
tians, they must carry out 
restrain.

“If  we take the lives of  
the culprits, we would not 
be different from them. We 
would also become culprits 
ourselves,” he reasoned 
with the irate protesters.

He said ANTA had on 

September 4, demanded 
that the law enforcers bring 
to book all the culprits in-
volved in the killing of  its 
member Swüdüve within 
7 days, and the police has 
promptly fulfilled that de-
mand by apprehending all 
the three culprits. On the 
association’s demand for 
providing ex-gratia to the 
victim’s family, he said the 
district administration has 
assured that it was being 
looked into.

Solo also reiterated 
ANTA’s stand that under 
no circumstances should 
any of  the accused be 
granted bail, and anyone 
trying to bail them out 

would be doing so at his/
her own risk; that culprits 
should be awarded with 
severe punishment; and en-
suring safety and security 
of  taxi drivers. 

Maintaining that the 
association has made its 
demands clear, he asserted 
that they were not demand-
ing the impossible, so they 
must now allow the law to 
take it's own course. 

The ANTA president 
also reminded the members 
that at this point of  time, 
they will not gain anything 
from calling bandhs and it 
would only inconvenience 
the public.

“When our demands 

are not met, we will take to 
protests, but for now, let us 
wait....,” he stated.

Another ANTA official 
made a brief  tribute to late 
Swüdüve, saying the late 
ANTA member, a father 
of  5 minor children, was a 
hardworking and an honest 
man who sincerely tried to 
eke a living to run his fam-
ily. He stated that ANTA 
members were gathered 
today to make the public 
know of their resentment 
towards the crime commit-
ted by the three accused- 
Toishe Aye, Daniel Yimc-
hunger and Avito Zhotso.

He acknowledged the 
police for swift action in 

Dimapur, Sep. 7 (EMN): The NPF 
faction led by Lok Sabha member, 
Neiphiu Rio has refuted what it stat-
ed was “amusingly frustrated and 
un-parliamentary tirades and accu-
sations purveyed in the media by the 
media and press bureau with sheer 
jealousy to vilify the commanding 
image” of the former chief minister.

In a press release issued on 
Thursday the ‘press and media cell’ 
of NPF party led by Rio, and in-
cumbent chief minister TR Zeliang, 
stated that the ‘way the NPF party’ 
had tortured Rio was excruciatingly 
unfair.

“The inordinate long period of  
suspension/s imposed on Rio, the 
lone member of Parliament from 
Nagaland is a deliberate action to in-
hibit his popularity and active partic-
ipation and contribution at this very 
crucial juncture of the Naga history 
which will go down the memory of  
the party and Naga society.

“The fact that this very ‘media 
and press bureau’ of the NPF Hqs. 

that has for years been projecting 
Mr. Neiphiu Rio, a three consecutive 
time leader of the NPF-led DAN 
and chief minister of Nagaland, as 
a visionary, dynamic, accommoda-
tive, magnanimous and able Naga 
leader etc., but now taking a ‘U’ 
turn, accusing the tall Naga leader is 
unfortunate. 

“Mr.  Neiphiu  Rio  commands  
the  support of majority  of  the 
NPF Legislators and  the  rank  and 
file  of  the  party’s  organisational  
set-up.  Whereas,  the minority 
group  needs to  be reminded  that  
they  themselves went  to  court  
and  got  themselves  defeated. To 
be precise, the Supreme Court, on 
August 18, 2017, gave its ruling on 
the Petition(s) for Special Leave to 
Appeal (C) No. 20048/2017. Quote: 
‘Upon hearing the counsel the Court 
made the following ‘ORDER’ - The 
special leave petition is dismissed’”. 

According to the statement, Rio 
– whose life was “an open book” – 
had served steadfastly to the cause 

of the Nagas in particular and pub-
lic purposes at the national level in 
general. 

“Experiences show that those 
who support noble cause inevitably 
meet attempts of stigmatization, 
and the present accusation is no less-
er than one of such category. 

But with all the support at his 
command, NPF stoutly refute these 
accusations and appeal to all party 
men, women and the general public 
not to be swayed by these unfound-
ed, baseless and statements of frus-
trated elements.

“Dr. Shurhozelie, the erstwhile 
NPF President had stated that the 
NPF and BJP were ‘natural allies.’ 
How is it then that he moved to 
forcefully disqualify 3 BJP MLAs 
when they merged with the BJP 
from NCP? Then, when BJP gave 
support to the majority NPF legisla-
tors group, he immediately severed 
all ties with the BJP without any sec-
ond thought,” it questioned.

“The second North East Demo-

cratic Alliance (NEDA) conclave 
held at Delhi on September 5, 2017 
and attended by Nagaland Chief  
Minister Mr. TR Zeliang, the NPF 
president and  MP (LS) Mr. Neiphiu 
Rio and NPF Manipur unit presi-
dent, Mr. Awangbow Newmai can-
not in any way be criticized. Mr. Rio 
had attended the aforesaid NEDA 
meeting following a formal invita-
tion from the BJP national president 
through the convenor, NEDA vide 
letter No. convenor/NEDA/ 2017 
dated 31st August 2017. 

“However, the minority group’s 
chagrin and unethical impropriety 
can only be surmised as a binge of  
extreme hopelessness which ex-
plains the confused state of mind. 

With  the  case  now  in  the  
court  of  the  Election Commission  
of  India, the NPF under  the  dy-
namic leadership of  its  president  
Mr.  Neiphiu  Rio  is hopeful  of  a  
favourable outcome and  we  assure 
to abide by  the  final verdict,  come  
what  may.”

Dimapur, Sep. 7 (EMN): 
The directorate of  school 
education has informed 
teachers across the state 
that September 15 next 
would be the final day to 
get enrolled for the Diplo-
ma in Elementary Educa-
tion (D.El.Ed.) course via 
The National Institute of  
Open Schooling portal. 

A press release from the 
school education authori-
ties on Thursday stated 
that while primary school 
teachers with B.Ed de-
gree need not enrol to said 
course, they however must 
enrol for a bridge course 
of  six months through the 

apprehending the culprits, 
and the public who ‘came 
and stood for our cause’ on 
Wednesday. The ANTA 
official also reiterated that 
in the event any of  the ac-
cused were bailed out, they 
should be ‘prepared for any 
eventuality’.

The crowd was dis-
persed before noon and 
no untoward incident was 
reported.

Interacting with me-
dia persons later, the sub-
divisional police officer 
(south) Atu Zumvü said 
there should be no delay in 
the proceeding of  the case 
as all the accused were ar-
rested. He said the three 
accused were in police re-
mand and a ‘joint interro-
gation’ will be conducted 
at the earliest. On the or-
ganizations’ demand re-
garding granting bail of  the 
accused, he said the matter 
was now the lookout of  the 
court. “The least we (po-
lice) can do is submit a bail 
objection to the court and 
hope it would consider it,” 
he added.

On the safety and se-
curity for taxi drivers, the 
police officer said this was 
needed not only for drivers 
but for passengers as well. 
He said the matter was be-
ing discussed and is hope-
ful that it would be taken 
up at the government level. 
The initial step that was be-
ing recommended, he said, 
is establishing prepaid taxi 
service booth. 

NSCN (K) denies 
involvement 
Caught in the middle of  
a raging controversy – in-

volving the murder of  a 
Kohima-based taxi driver 
– the NSCN (K) on Thurs-
day claimed that those ac-
cused persons indentified 
by the police as members 
of  the group were not true. 

The group issued a 
press release on Thursday 
stating that it was ‘dis-
turbed’ to learn the police 
has identified  ‘two of  the 
three arrested criminal 
linked to the recent murder 
of  the taxi driver Swuvedo 
Nakro’ as members of  the 
outfit.

“The NSCN/GPRN 
would like to set the record 
straight in all fairness bas-
ing absolutely on the facts. 
That, the accused Daniel 
Yimchunger came defect-
ing to our government 
claiming as ‘sergeant ma-
jor’ way back in the year 
2013 but while being kept 
under observation/proba-
tion awaiting confirmation 
by the GHQ and even be-
fore the new Naga Army 
Registration No. could be 
issued, he was arrested by 
the security forces from 
Kohima and sentenced to 
years of  imprisonment, 
since then no association 
with our government in 
any capacity whatsoever 
was ever maintained. 

“It is also ascertained 
that Daniel was released 
from the prison but chose 
not to join our formation 
and was again rearrested 
somewhere in the mid-
dle of  2015 again from 
Kohima and had been in 
jail ever since long after 
the NSCN's abrogation 
of  cease fire. The rest of  
his activities since then 

remains unknown and of  
no concern, therefore the 
recovery of  NSCN's tax 
challans implies that he is 
one among many extor-
tionists committing crimes 
especially in and around 
Kohima and Dimapur in 
the guise of  NSCN cadre 
by taking advantage of  our 
restricted physical mobil-
ity,” the statement read. 

The claim that the oth-
er accused person, Toishe 
Aye was a ‘captain’ in the 
NSCN/GPRN setup was 
extremely illogical and a 
very pathetic self-accla-
mation, it stated. “Toishe 
is an established regular 
criminal and had been ap-
prehended by Kohima and 
Dimapur urban commands 
of  NSCN/GPRN prior to 
2015 on several occasions 
for issuing threats, extor-
tions and committing other 
petty criminal offences us-
ing NSCN name.

“Since the accused be-
ing non-Sumi in origin, the 
NSCN went to the extent 
of  tracing his parents and 
were given intimation of  
the final warning and quit 
notice (Dimapur and Ko-
hima) issued to Toishe but 
was rebutted as Toishe hav-
ing already been disowned 
even by the Sumi foster 
parents. Toishe was never 
recruited, trained, enrolled 
or not even a defector ab-
sorbed into Naga Army 
formation at any point of  
time,” it stated. 

The NSCN (K), it stat-
ed, was very clear of  its po-
sition ‘and unequivocally 
denies involvement of  any 
of  its cadres in the heinous 
murder’.

NIOS portal.      
“Those primary 

teachers who have ob-
tained diploma from 
DIET (SCERT) are con-
sidered as trained. Those 
teaching at upper primary 
level (Cl: VI-VIII) should 
have graduation with 
D.El.Ed or graduation 
with B.Ed in accordance 
with NCTE norms.

“Teachers with less 
than 45% marks in 10+2 
exam need to enrol for 
improvement along with 
D.El.Ed simultaneously 
even if  the teacher has 
graduation (sic). Primary 
teachers having only ma-
triculate qualification 
need to enrol for 10+2 
exam along with D.El.Ed 
through NIOS simultane-

ously,” it informed.
The teachers have 

been advised to register 
using their respective U-
DISE codes ‘to avoid in-
convenience.’   

“Offline bulk regis-
tration for government 
elementary teachers is al-
lowed till 12th of  Septem-
ber, 2017 and this mode 
of  registration is for re-
mote areas only where in-
ternet facility is not avail-
able. For this contact your 
respective SDEO/DEO 
for details.

“Candidate should 
produce voter ID card/
Aadhar in addition to 
other relevant details and 
make a payment of  Rs. 
4500 towards NIOS regis-
tration fee.”

Dimapur, Sep. 7 (EMN): The 
association representing school 
teachers in Nagaland has ex-
pressed support to the state 
government’s latest move to 
‘revamp’ the controversy-hit de-
partment of  School Education 
while warning of  turning it into 
yet another futile exercise.       

On Thursday, the All Na-
galand School Teachers’ Asso-
ciation (ANSTA) issued a press 
release reminding the state gov-
ernment of  previous such at-
tempts at ‘revamp’ that turned 
‘futile.’ 

The decision of  Tokheho 
Yepthomi, Minister of  School 
Education, to redeploy “at-
tached teachers” to their respec-
tive places of  posting, check 
proxy teachers, and fill up the 
shortage of  Math and Science 
teachers were simply some of  
the ‘old demands that were 
made by the association’ aimed 
at revamping the “problem rid-
dled department of  School Ed-
ucation,” it stated.

Similar attempts in the past, 
according to the ANSTA, have 
failed “due to interference of  
higher ups, bureaucrats, legis-
lators etc.” It urged the incum-
bent minister to be ‘firm on his 
decision’ to execute the pro-

posed policy. 
“The Association while 

making its stand very clear on 
the issue which is not targeted 
or against for (sic) any indi-
vidual teacher(s) but for total 
revamping and streamlining of  
the department has directed to 
all its units/sub-units officials 
to extend all possible help and 
cooperation to/with the field 
officers be it DEO /SDEO/
HM/AHM etc., of  the respec-
tive jurisdictions for effective 
implementation of  the pro-
posed govt. policy,” it stated.

Also, the association has 
asked the authorities concerned 
of  the “existing rules” concern-
ing appointment of  Math and 
Science teachers. “...the ex-
isting rules on reservation of  
vacancies for ST in Nagaland 
should be taken into account 
by reserving 80% of  the vacan-
cies which are to be filled up by 
direct recruitment for the ST of  
the state of  Nagaland. 

“In the event of  non avail-
ability of  local eligible candi-
date for the post at the moment, 
a qualified non-Naga may be 
allowed for appointment to the 
posts on the contractual basis 
as per existing norms of  the re-
cruitment.”

Dimapur, Sep. 7 (EMN): 
The Dimapur District Au-
torickshaw Drivers’ Union 
(DDADU) has announced 
“a total bandh” from Sep-
tember 11 next onwards.

In a press release issued 
Thursday, the drivers’ un-
ion informed that the deci-
sion was taken during an 

‘emergency meeting held 
at the union’s head office 
comprising all the branch 
offices i.e, Purana Bazaar, 
4th mile, 6th mile, Chu-
mukedima, Medziphima, 
Kuhuboto, and Niuland.’ 

“The union was of  
the view that no proposal 
from the union side was 

taken up by the regional 
transport authority (RTA) 
while fixing the rate which 
was published earlier. 
While essential commodi-
ties fuel and spare-parts 
are sky rocketed (sic) it is 
not checked by concern 
authority (sic),” the state-
ment read. 

Our Correspondent
Mokokchung, Sep. 7 (EMN): Follow-
ing a ‘letter’ received from one of  the 
armed Naga political groups directing 
‘registration’ of  shops in Mokokchung 
district, the Mokokchung Chamber Of  
Commerce and Industry (MCCI) on 
Thursday decided not to entertain any 
of  such directives. 

This was decided in an emergency 
general meeting of  the MCCI  here on 
Thursday. 

According to a highly reliable 
source, the business community of  
Mokokchung received a letter from one 
of  the armed Naga groups on August 
30 last that required them to “undertake 
shop registrations under Ao region.”

Consequently, the MCCI called for a 
meeting on Thursday during which it 
resolved:   

-
chung district shall not undertake 
‘Shop Registration’ with any Naga 
National Political Group/s.

Mokokchung district shall not en-
tertain collection of  any kind of  
donations and/or illegal taxation 
by any government or non-govern-
mental agency or any groups/indi-
viduals.

“If we take the lives of the culprits, we would not be 
different from them”, ANTA official reasons with mob



Youth Voters’ Festival underway at Pughoboto
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SDO (C) Pughoboto, Chonpenthung Ezung and officials during the essay competition conducted to mark to Youth Voters’ festival at GHS 
Pughoboto.

Project Director DRDA Wokha, Thungdeno Mozhui and other officials during the inauguration of Anganwadi centre at Merapani.

Participants from Nagaland representing Tuensang , Mokokchung , Dimapur and Peren attended the Haggai 
National Seminar, organised by Haggai Alumnai Shillong from September 4 to 9.

Chief Electrical Inspecto, Er. IV Chishi handing over LED bulbs to 
Executive Secretary LBES, Rev. Nyanchumo Ezung.

Green village initiative programme in Wokha 

KCCU demands death penalty for murders

Khekaho inducted as 11th president of NSBSGADirectorate of Geology& 
Mining Dimapur notifies

Anganwadi centre inaugurated at Merapani 

Teachers trained in competency skills sets

Kohima police nabs one extortionist Nihoto village 
clarifies

IMPORTANT NUMBERS
WOMEN HELPLINE: 181

DIMAPUR (STD CODE: 03862)
Bethesda Ambulance Service                 9615053217, 9615520007
CIHSR 242555, 242533
Police Control Room 7085055050
Dimapur District Hospital 232224
Diphupar PS 7085055032
East PS 7085055030
Faith Hospital 248912, 9436004220
Fire Station (Chumu) 282777
Fire Station (Dimapur) 7085378850, 232201
GRPS 7085055031
Medziphema PS 7085055033
MH (Metro) Hospital 227930/231081
Mobile Unit Commander 7085055046
Nikos Hospital 248285, 232032
Niuland PS 7085088035
Sub-Urban PS 7085055036
Traffic Control -1 7085088038
Traffic Control -2 7085088039
West PS 7085055034
Women Cell 7085055037
Zion Hospital 231864, 224117, 227337

KOHIMA (STD Code: 0370)
Bethel Nursing Home 2224202
Chiephobozou PS
Officer-in-Charge

8575045506
8575045516

Childline Kohima 1098
Chiephobozou PS
Officer-in-Charge

8575045506
8575045516

Fire Stations 2222952
IRCS Ambulance Service 2244350
Kezocha PS
Officer-in-Charge

8575045549
8575045538

Khuzama PS
Officer-in-Charge

8575045505
8575045515

NHAK 2222916
North PS
Officer-in-Charge

2222222, 8575045501
8575045510

Oking Hospital 2290080, 2290146
Police Control Room 100/2244279, 8575045500
South PS
Officer-in-Charge

2222111, 8575045502
8575045520

Tseminyu PS
Officer-in-Charge

8575045507
8575045517

Zubza PS
Officer-in-Charge

8575045508
8575045518

MOKOKCHUNG (STD Code: 0369)
Chopper Service 8974151974/ 9615776811
Christian Hospital, Impur 2262214
Dr. Imkongliba Hospital 2226216/2226394
Faith Hospital Ambulance 9436004220, 9856051827
Fire Station 2226225
Hope Ambulance Service 8415827895/9856277674
Hotel Metsuben 8014587442/ 2226373
IRCS Ambulance Service 09402993002
Lifeline Ambulance 9436439707/ 9862447893
Mokokchung PS 1 2226241
Power House 2226221/2226293
Sewak Gate PS 2 2226213
Traffic Control 9485232691
Tuli Police Station 9485232693
Women Cell 9485232692
Woodland Nursing Home 2226263

Dimapur, Sep 7 (EMN): Four-day 
Youth Voters’ Festival is underway 
at Pughoboto, being organised by 
District Election Office.

About 50 Students from dif-
ferent schools under Pughoboto 
participated in the essay writing 
competition on topic “Increasing 
electorate participation through 
voter registration and turnout” 
held at GHS Pughoboto on Sep-
tember 6. Art and painting com-
petitions was also conducted on 
the same day.

 Other highlights of the festival 
included street play on elimination 
of  electoral malpractices, mock 
poll for ethical, and informed 
voting and clean election slogan 
writing.

Seminar with students of uni-
versity and college on the topic ‘In-
creasing qualitative participation in 
terms of ethical and informed vot-
ing’ was also held. Visual-screen 
short documentary on clean elec-
tion was also screened during the 
night hours spearheaded by ADC 
Avelu Ruho, ERO Chonpenthung 
Ezung , AERO Ghathashi, Ne-
huta and others officials.

Dimapur, Sep 7 (EMN): 
Kohima Police have arrested 
one extortionist identified as 
Suthilo Mag Rengma (24 
yrs), son of  late Ashenbe 
Mag, of Tesophenyu, Tsem-
inyu, resident of Jail colony, 
Kohima, for demanding Rs. 
4,000 from a shop located at 
PR Hill, Kohima. 

According to Sub-Divi-
sional Police Officer (South) 
& PRO, Atu Zumvü, the ex-
tortionist is an active mem-
ber of the NSCN(K) outfit in 
the rank of SS. 2nd lieuten-
ant. He was earlier arrested 
in the year 2015 from Razhü 
Point, Kohima for similar of-
fence and was booked under 

NSA and was released from 
prison in the year 2016.

In this connection, a 
suo motto case vide Ko-
hima South PS Case No. 
0053/2017 U/S 384 IPC 
R/W 13(1)(a)(b)(2) UAP 
Act has been registered 
against him for further in-
vestigation.

Dimapur Sep 7 (EMN): Un-
der the ‘green village initia-
tive through energy efficient 
retrofits’ being organised by 
State Designated Agency 
(NSDA) under Electrical 
Inspectorate, conducted a 
seminar on energy conser-
vation and power saving at 
Lotha Baptist Ekhümkho 
Sanrhyütsü (LBES) Mission 
Centre, Vankhosüng on Sep-
tember 7.

Speaking at the pro-
gramme, Chief  Electrical 

Inspector, Er. IV Chishi, said 
energy is now decreasing 
to the point that time may 
come when mankind may 
see non-availability of  en-
ergy as a reality because the 
sources of  the non renew-
able energy like water, river, 
fuel, wood or charcoal that 
we have been dependent on 
traditionally are now being 
used to the maximum.

To avoid shortage and 
crisis of  energy for future 
generation, conservation 

Dimapur, Sep 7 (EMN): 
The Kohima Centre Cha-
khesang Union (KCCU) 
in a representation to the 
District & Sessions Judge, 
Kohima, in connection 
with September 2 incident 
where one of  its members 
Swuduve Nakro, taxi driver 
was murdered, demanded 
death penalty to all the 

murder accused persons. 
The union also de-

manded that no bail be 
granted to accused persons 
under any circumstances 
and warned that any per-
son/persons try to bail 
them shall be doing at their 
own risk. Further, KCCU 
requested to concerned au-
thority to deliver fast-track 

justice without delay.
In a press release issued 

by the union vice presi-
dent, Kuveo Cukhamu and 
general secretary, Shepo 
Dzudo, stated that dur-
ing the KCCU meeting 
held on September 6, the 
house resolved to place the 
mentioned demands for 
examination.

Dimapur, Sep 7 (EMN): The Parliamentary 
Secretary for Youth Resources & Sports, K. 
Khekaho Assumi has been inducted as the 
11th President of the Nagaland State Bharat 
Scouts and Guides Association (NSBSGA) 
on September 7 at his office chamber, Naga-
land Secretariat. 

The induction ceremony was adminis-
tered by State Organising Commissioner 
(S), John Tochimong and assisted by State 
Training Commissioner (S), R. Albert Solo, 
and Kekhrie Theünuo AQM in the presence 
of Secretary YRS Anenla S. Longchari, and 
other officials of NSBSG.

State Chief  Commissioner, Atuo 

Mezhür Sekhose delivered a short speech 
on behalf of the State Headquarters NSBSG 
welcoming the new president into the world-
wide brotherhood movement of scouts.

The newly inducted president expressed 
his happiness on becoming the 11th Presi-
dent of the association, and looks forward 
to work and help in his own capacity. 

Director YRS & Vice President NS-
BSG, Linda Solo chaired the programme 
while invocation prayer was pronounced 
by the State Commissioner (S) NSBSG, 
Vilasielie Pienyü and vote of  thanks aws 
proposed by the State Secretary NSBSG, 
Chubanungla.

Dimapur, Sep 7 (EMN): 
The Anganwadi centre 
constructed under MGN-
REGA in convergence 
with Social Welfare De-
par tment at Merapani 
village under RD Block 
Bhandari was inaugurated 
on September 6 by Project 
Director DRDA Wokha, 
Thungdeno Mozhui.

In her inaugural speech, 
Mozhui highlighted the 

importance of  Direct Ben-
efit Transfer (DBT) which 
is soon to be implemented 
under MGNREGA in the 
state. She appraised the 
participants to expedite the 
process in order to avail the 
benefits through DBT. She 
also suggested the SHGs, 
NGOs and villagers to 
come up with innovative 
ideas to be implemented 
which will boost self  suste-

nance and self  reliance. 
Local entrepreneurs, 

NGOs and SHGs were 
made aware on how to 
control the market in or-
der to uplift the economy 
of  our local people. She 
appreciated the work ex-
ecuted and advised the 
participants in preserving 
the public property.

VDB Secretary pre-
sented a brief  report on the 

construction of  Angan-
wadi centre, while member 
from Mhankai Okho an 
NGO based at Bhandari 
town delivered speech.

BDO Bhandari chaired 
the programme whi le 
VCC welcomed the gath-
ering and vote of  thanks 
was proposed by CDPO 
Bhandari. Special number 
was presented by Angan-
wadi children. 

D i m a p u r,  S e p  7 
(EMN): Nihoto Village 
Council, Kuhuboto 
Sub-Division while 
condemning the two 
extortionists nabbed 
by the troops of 3 As-
sam Rifles, during an 
operation in general 
area BOC, Kohima 
on August 31, clari-
fied that Kashika Ja-
khalu (Civil Wing) of  
NSCN (R), son of late 
Kohoto Jakhalu is not 
a resident of  Nihoto 
village. 

The village coun-
cil chairman and sec-
retary have warned 
against the use of the 
village’s name for such 
illegal activities. 

Dimapur, Sep 7 (EMN): 
the Director of  Directo-
rate of  Geology & Min-
ing, Dimapur, Wanthang 
Rengma has informed all 
stakeholder departments, 
quarry operators, govt. 
registered contractors & 
supplier,  construction 
companies, engineers and 
architects, that henceforth 
the department of  Geol-
ogy & Mining shall regu-
late, control, administer 
all minor minerals in the 
State, such as; sand, grav-
els, boulders, stone chips, 
bricks, day, sand stone, 
limestone, marble etc. as 
listed in schedule-ll of  the 
NMMCR, 2004.

All stakeholders, quar-
ry operators, brick kiln 
operators, stone crusher 
units, sand supplier and 
stockiest etc. are requested 
to do registration with the 
Directorate of  Geology 
and Mining and obtain 
quarry permits, mining 
lease etc. from the depart-
ment with immediate ef-
fect in the interest of  pub-
lic service. 

All licensees, opera-
tors, transporters, traders, 
govt. registered contrac-
tors & suppliers are hence-
forth, directed to pay roy-
alty on all minor minerals 
being used for construc-
tion materials such as; 
sand, gravels, boulders, 
stone chips, bricks, clay, 
sand stone, limestone, 
marble etc. to the Govt. 

through the Nodal de-
partment, Directorate of  
Geology and Mining as 
per the rate of  royalty pre-
scribed in schedule-I of  
the NMMCR, 2004. The 
stakeholder departments 
and both Central  and 
State agencies involving in 
civil construction works 
such as CPWD, Border 
roads, PWD, Power, Irri-
gation, RD etc. and those 
departments having civil 
engineering wings are re-
quested to deduct royalty 
on sand, boulders, stone 
chips in all the bills and 
pay to the revenue head 
of  account of  the Nodal 
department, Directorate 
of  Geology and Mining. 
The revenue may be de-
posited under the revenue 
Head of  account-0853- 
Non-ferrous Mines and 
Metallurgical Industries, 
payable to the Director, 
DGM and furnish a copy 
of  such Treasury Chal-
lan/Demand Draft  to 
the Director, Directorate 
of  Geology and Mining, 
Dirnapur. 

Information regard-
ing registration, grant of  
quarry permit, and min-
ing lease may be obtained 
from the Project Director 
(MM), Minor Mineral 
Cell, Directorate of  Geol-
ogy and Mining Dimapur 
through email: geomin-
ing2030@gmail.com or 
contact (91-8974052488, 
+ 91-9774209525). 

Dimapur, Sep 7 (EMN): 
A three day Activity and 
Competency Learning 
(ACL)  workshop was 
held at State Institute 
of  Educational Manage-
ment and Training (SIE-
MAT) from August 31 to 
September 1.

In the introductory ses-
sion, ADC, DMA SSA 
Kohima Thongsenlo said 
ACL programme was 
initiated by SCERT and 
funded by SSA, SMA. He 
briefed the aims of  ACL 
which was activity orient-
ed focusing on the capabil-
ity of  each learners. He 
lamented that there was 
partial implementation 
of  ACL despite of  being 
started in 2012. He further 

urged untrained teachers 
to get trained keeping in 
mind the recently act of  
parliament. 

R e a d e r  S C E R T, 
Thunchibemo while high-
lighting the concept on 
ACL, opined that suc-
cessful implementation of  
ACL would solve many 
problems of  education at 
the nascent stage. He di-
vulged that ACL embraced 
full of  activities which were 
extracted from school syl-
labus. He also mentioned 
various factors affecting 
government schools such 
as poor enrolment, quali-
fied but unskilled teach-
ers, Communitisation Act, 
sincerity and dedication of  
teachers.

The inaugural pro-
gramme was chaired by co-
ordinator EBRC L.Khel, 
Visato Koso who asked the 
gathering to benefit maxi-
mum from ACL workshop 
for further implementation 
at school for quality educa-
tion. 

On the first resource 
persons Peteneilhou, TOTs 
Chiephobozou on ACL 
concept; Ruth, PT from 
GPS Minister Hill, and 
Peletuonou, TOTs from 
L.Khel shared on learning 
ladder logo & grouping.

Demonstration class 
on ACL was showcased 
by Ruth and Peletuonou 
on the following day.

On the third session, 
teacher trainees took pledge 

on Swacch Pakhwada and 
various peer works par-
ticipated in group activities 
and presentations.

In the valedictory ses-
sion, Director SCERT, 
Khrietou Mezhur empha-
sised on the importance 
of  activity based learning 
whereby due care should 
be given to child learners. 
He stressed on the signifi-
cance of  constructivist ap-
proach to education while 
teachers to enhance their 
skills, efficiency, meth-
od, technique and update 
knowledge often through 
professional course of  
training and refresher 
course.  Feedback of  work-
shop was felicitated from 
all EBRC blocks. 

Treasury office Wokha informs
Tresury office, Wokha has informed that the annual 
physical verification for both life and family pensioners 
will be conducted on September 12 to 14 during 
office hours from 10 a.m. onwards. All the pensioners 
drawing from the Treasury office, Wokha are requested 
to report within the given date, failing which no further 
payment will be made.

JMHS Mkg parents meeting
The Jubilee Memorial Higher Secondary School 
(JMHS) Mokokchung has informed that there will be 
parents on September 10, 3 p.m. at Sangtemla Ward 
Community Hall, behind New Town Hall, Mokokchung. 
All parents have been requested to atted the meeting 
positively.

Nagaland chapter of CSI to be launched 
The Department of Information Technology & 
Communication in collaboration with Computer 
Society of India (CSI) will be launching the Nagaland 
Chapter of Computer Society of India (CSI) on 
September 8, 2 p.m. at the Directorate Building of 
IT&C, Kohima. Parliamentary Secretary, IT&C, Dr. 
Longriniken will grace the function as chief guest.

Wokha DPDB meeting 
Vice Chairman, DPDB & Deputy Commissioner, Wokha, 
Wezope Kenye has informed that the monthly District 
Planning and Development Board (DPDB) meeting will 
be held on September 11, 11 a.m. at DC’s conference 
hall, Wokha. All the members have been requested to 
attend the meeting without fail.

GHS PWD to celebrate golden jubilee
The Government High School, PWD colony, Kohima 
will be celebrating its golden jubilee on September 
21, 10 a.m. at State Academy Hall. Minister of Roads 
& Bridges, Dr. Neikiesalie Kire will grace the event 
as chief guest. The school management invited all 
the past teachers and students to be a part of the 
occasion.

DEO Dimapur inform students
District Education Officer (DEO) Dimapur has informed 
that pre- matric minority scholarship for class 1 to 10 
has been extended to September 30. Those students 
who are yet to register have been directed to approach 
the DEO office.

NEWS IN BRIEF

WEATHER FORECAST IN OTHER DISTRICTS 
Max Min DP RH RF

WOKHA 23.8 18.4 19.8 89 11.8
ZBT 22.5 16.3 19 93 NIL
MON 32 22 22.6 92 NIL
TUENSANG 22 17 19.8 93 2.1
MKG 25.4 20.4 19.8 75 NIL
PHEK 26.8 18.8 20.9 95 NIL
KIPHIRE 22.4 20.2 21.5 91 NIL
SECHÜ ZUBZA 26.5 21 21 79 3.2
TSEMINYU 25.8 21 21.9 98 1
MANGKOLEMBA 29.8 23.4 24.1 98 4.2
*Dew Point (DP) *Relative Humidity (RH) * Rainfall (RF)
Source: Department of Soil & Water Conservation, Nagaland 

of both renewable and non 
renewable sources of energy 
is the urgent need of the day, 
he said. He added that one 
should use power sensibly 
and not abuse it because it 
may contribute in creating 
crisis. He also said CFL 
bulbs which is likely to be 
phased out or replaced by 
LED bulbs in future should 
be buried once it is dam-
aged instead discarding it 
in the open air as it poses 
health hazard by emitting 
mercury. 

Executive Secretary 
LBES, the Rev. Nyanchumo 
Ezung expressed gratitude 
and thanked the Electrical 
Inspectorate for his concern 
including the LBES Mission 
Centre under the depart-
ment’s programme.

Deputy Secretary of  
Education Renbonthung 
Jami highlighted about the 
villages and areas under 
Wokha district that the de-
partment has reached with 
its programme.

Practical demonstration 
on comparative consump-
tion of power by incandes-
cent bulbs and LED bulbs 
was also conducted.
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Chief minister TR Zeliang with the officials of Air India and Indigo Flight during a meeting in Delhi on 
September 6.

Students of Sainik School during the cleanliness drive in Punglwa village on September 6.

Member of State BJP Finance and Development 
Commission, Dr. SR Nareshh Ram.

Members of Dimapur District Legal Services Authority along with the students of Government High School, Sarbura, after the legal awareness 
programme on September 7.

DC Tuensang, L. Jamithung Lotha, speaking at the launching of Officers’ Club in 
Tuensang town on September 6.

STATE

Technical students’ bodies appeal NPSC

Kohima DPDB approves LADP 2017-18

State to implement DBT under MGNREGA 

KABA youth to hold clean election rally 

Sainik students undertake cleanliness driveDDLSA conducts legal awareness prog

H&FW holds awareness progDC launches Officers’ 
Club in Tuensang

BJP official fetes new ministers

Mokokchung DPDB to 
revamp schools infrastructure

CM urges AI, Indigo to improve connectivity 
Kolkata which causes in-
convenience and wastage 
of  time. 

Indigo officials, while 
appreciating the chief  
minister for the continued 
support to Indigo air op-
erations, had assured to 
resume direct return flight 
by end of  September. 

Both Air India and 
Indigo officials have as-
sured to do everything pos-
sible towards improving the 
services for Nagaland.

Meanwhile, the chief  
minister also visited the 
newly constructed Naga-
land House Building at 
RK Puram, New Delhi, 
and interacted with the of-
ficials of  the Construction 
Firm, Confoss Construc-
tions. The construction 
has been completed ex-
cept for interior furnish-
ings. The inauguration 
of  the new building will 
be held soon, CMO state-
ment added.

Dimapur, Sep 7 (EMN): 
A total of  eight organisa-
tions have appealed to the 
Nagaland Public Service 
Commission (NPSC) to de-
clare the final results of  the 
Combined Technical Serv-
ice Examination (CTSE) at 
the earliest without further 
delay.

The different techni-
cal students’ organisations 
namely Agricultural Stu-
dents’ Association of  Na-
galand (ASAN), Gradu-
ate Electrical Engineers’ 
Association of  Nagaland 
(GEEAN), Association 

of  Electronic and Com-
munication Engineering 
Nagaland (AECEN), All 
Nagaland Unemployed 
Veterinary Doctors’ As-
sociation (ANUVDA), All 
Unemployed Diploma En-
gineers Association (AU-
DEA), Unemployed Civil 
Engineers’ Association 
of  Nagaland (UCEAN), 
Association of  Mechani-
cal Engineers’ Nagaland 
(AMEN), and Forestry 
Graduates’ Association of  
Nagaland (FGAN) stated 
that interview to the CTSE  
(NPSC) 2016 was conduct-

ed on different dates for 
respective branches under 
combined technical service 
examination starting from 
July 25 till September 1. 

The associations also 
mentioned that as per the 
norm, the final results 
should have been declared 
by September 1 but due 
to the court case, it was 
delayed.

Now that the court had 
delivered the verdict, the 
organisations appealed to 
the NPSC to declare the re-
sults at the earliest without 
further delay.  

Dimapur, Sep 7 (EMN): 
Kohima District Planning 
and Development Board 
(DPDB), in a special meet-
ing on September 7 at 
DPDB Conference Hall, 
Kohima, has approved the 
Local Area Development 
Programme (LADP) for 
the year 2017-18.

DPDB vice chairman 
and Deputy Commissioner, 
Kohima, Rajesh Sounda-
rarajan, who chaired the 
meeting, urged the mem-
bers to cooperate with each 
other for efficient perform-
ance of  duty.

MLAs from the district 
namely minister of  Roads 
& Bridges, Dr. Neikiesalie 
Nicky Kire; Parliamentary 
Secretary of  Mechanical 
Engineering & NSMDC, 
Vikho-o Yhoshu;  and 
Chairman DPDB & Par-
liamentary Secretary of  
Labour & Employment 
(including Skill Develop-
ment), Dr. Neiphriezo 
delivered short speeches. 
They urged the member 
to openly share their opin-

ions for the benefit of  the 
district. They further ex-
pressed gratitude to the 
DPDB members headed 
by the DC for working tire-
lessly for the welfare of  the 
district. 

Chairman DPDB, Dr. 
Neiphriezo had encour-
aged the members to work 
together as a family for 
good cause. 

Administrator of KMC, 
Kethosituo Sekhose, while 
apprising the members of  
the Kohima Municipal 
Council building project 
at new Secretariat, encour-
aged the entrepreneurs 
to make good use of  the 
building for their welfare 
and development. The 
building has been designed 
to house shops for Naga en-
trepreneurs as well as from 
other parts to showcase 
their products with an aim 
to provide opportunity for 
business exchanges. 

Maintaining that de-
veloped entrepreneurs 
will serve as the economic 
backbone of  the society, 

he urged the members to 
extend their support for the 
success of  the project. He 
informed that the project 
which will be called ‘Make 
in Nagaland’ or ‘Made in 
Nagaland’ in line with the 
Government of  India’s 
‘Make in India’ initiative 
will soon begin in partner-
ship with the Youth Net.

The Board, in its spe-
cial meeting, unanimously 
approved Rs. 691.25 crore 
under Kohima District Lo-
cal Area Development Pro-
gramme 2017-2018.

The Local Area De-
velopment Programme 
(LADP) will cover 8th 
Western Angami A/C, 9th 
Kohima Town A/C, 10th 
Northern Angami-I A/C, 
11th Northern Angami-II 
A/C, 12th Tseminyu A/C, 
14th Southern Angami-II 
A/C, and 15th Southern 
Angami-II A/C. 

The house also ap-
proved the Local Area De-
velopment Programme un-
der common pool 2017-18, 
amounting to Rs 105 lakh.

Dimapur, Sep 7 (EMN): Deputy 
Commissioner, Tuensang, L 
Jamithung Lotha, launched the 
Officers Club and inaugurated 
the club’s office on September 6 
at Circuit House, Tuensang.

Speaking on the occasion, he 
encouraged the officers posted 
in Tuensang district to register 
themselves with the club for better 
understanding and coordination. 
He also urged the gathering to 
keep the club alive and expressed 
hope that the platform will enable 
one to do something good and 

bring  changes in the district. 
‘Equal participation in the 

club will bring big changes which 
will benefitclub members and 
public of  the district in particu-
lar,’ he stated.

The programme was chaired 
by EAC Tuensang, Tsiatsutsie, 
while, the principal of  Sao Chang 
College, Chubasangla Chang, 
said the invocation prayer. The 
club members also decided to or-
ganise night carnival in the town 
in the first week of  December 
2017.

Dimapur, Sep 7 (EMN): 
Having satisfied with the 
performance of  adopted 
schools in Mokokchung, 
officers have suggested the 
need to refurbish infrastruc-
ture in schools, which were 
left neglected for over a dec-
ades.

This concern was raised 
by officers in the presentation 
of  their respective adopted 
schools during the monthly 
meeting of the Mokokchung 
District Planning and Devel-
opment Board (DPDB) held 
on September 7 under the 
chairmanship of the Deputy 
Commissioner, Mokokc-
hung, Sushil Kumar Patel, 
held in the ADC (Planning) 
conference hall.

During the presentation, 
most officers have suggested 

the need to strengthen the in-
frastructures in the schools, 
maintaining that some poor-
ly constructed school build-
ings required renovation at 
the earliest. The officers ap-
prised of their efforts to con-
tain school dropout, proper 
implementation of mid-day 
meal, proper maintenance 
of school toilets and supply 
of safe drinking water in the 
schools and further strength-
ening of  teacher-parents-
students relationship. 

The adoption of atleast 
one government school by 
administrative and other of-
ficers in the district was the 
initiative of the DC, Sushil 
Kumar Patel, as a mission to 
support the schools in every 
aspect and improve service 
delivery.

The Board also re-
solved to forward its de-
cision for recognition of  
Baptist School, Longmisa; 
change of nomenclature of  
Greenwood Kinder Garden 
School, Alichen, to Green-
wood High School; Registra-
tion of Mokokchung Truck 
Driver’s Association; and 
opening of  a new primary 
school in Chuchuyimlang 
(Green Hills Academy).

Registration of  Lala 
Welfare Society, Sungrat-
su Village, Registration of  
Mokokchung District Bad-
minton Association and 
upgradation of Rajeshwari 
Karuna School, Tuli, to 
Middle School were also 
approved and forwarded to 
the concerned department 
for necessary action.

Dimapur, Sep 7 (EMN): Along 
with rest of  the country, Nagaland 
will start implementing Direct 
Benefit Transfer (DBT) under 
MGNREGA beginning from the 
current financial year 2017.  

Under the scheme, wages of  
the MGNREGA workers will be 
directly credited to the individual 
accounts of  Job card holders, who 
have actually done the works on 
the basis of  Rs 177 per day as daily 
wage through National Electronic 
Fund Management System (NE-
FMS) – Public Financial Manage-
ment System (PFMS). 

Under this system, every job 
card holder must have a bank ac-

count duly linked with Aadhaar 
unlike the present practice, where 
wages of  MGNREGA workers are 
paid by cash through the VDBs. 
It informed that no cash payment 
will be possible in the new system. 

Under the new system, if  any 
job card holder needs employment, 
he or she must demand for work 
from their respective BDOs, who 
have been designated as PO MGN-
REGA. Every job seeker will be 
given employment within 15 days. 
On being provided employment 
and measurement of  work taken 
thereof, muster rolls will be filled 
and uploaded in the NREGA-Soft 
MIS. 

It was also informed that the 
concerned PO will prepare bills, 
digitally signed them and generate 
Fund Transfer Order (FTO). Once 
FTO is generated, it will directly go 
to the programme division of  the 
Ministry of  Rural Development, 
(New Delhi), which will sanction 
and transfer wage amount straight 
to the workers account through 
PFMS. 

In view of  the above, all MGN-
REGA workers both under bank 
covered blocks and unbanked 
blocks in the State are directed 
to open their bank accounts im-
mediately. 

Stating this in a press release, 

secretary of  Rural Development 
and Commissioner of  MGNRE-
GA, Kelei Zeliang, has directed all 
the BDOs and Junior Engineers/
SOs to remain in their respective 
station and assist the job card 
holders. 

Presently, 46,894 active MGN-
REGA workers have opened their 
bank accounts linked with Aadhar 
and are ready for DBT. A total of  
1.79 lakh MGNREGA workers 
have been verified with Aadhar 
and being processed for opening 
bank account. Currently, there are 
4.25 lakh active job cards with 5.82 
lakh active MGNREGA workers 
in the state.

the school for organising 
the cleanliness drive. Ban-
ners carrying message to 
keep their surrounding neat 

and clean to avoid pre-
ventable diseases were also 
carried out. During clean-
liness drive, the team also 

sensitised the residents on 
how to keep their environ-
ment hygienic and pollu-
tion free.

to look into the feasibility 
of  operating another flight 
to Delhi via Guwahati. 

Zeliang pointed out 

that the discontinuation 
of  Indigo direct flight from   
stopover at Kolkata has 
caused immense hardship 

to passengers. He cited 
that under such circum-
stances, passengers were 
made to change flights at 

Dimapur, Sep 7 (EMN): As 
part of  NCC related activi-
ties and guidelines issued 
by CBSE, Sainik School 
Punglwa (SSP) conducted 
‘Swachhta Bharat Abhiyan’ 
cleanliness drive in Pun-
glwa village on September 
6 with the participation of  
more than 500 cadets from 
different classes.

The cleanliness drive 
was also organised to in-
culcate work culture, team 
spirit, sense of  responsibil-
ity amongst the cadets and 
to keep ones surrounding 
healthy, clean and beauti-
ful. During the drive, cadets 
cleaned the village drains, 
footpaths, roads and picked 
all non biodegradable ma-
terials like polythene and 
other waste materials and 
gave a new face lift to the 
entire village. 

Meanwhile, Punglwa 
villagers have appreciated 

Dimapur, Sep 6 (EMN): Youth 
ministry of  Kohima Ao Baptist 
Church (KABA) has announced 
to organise a clean election rally 
cum worship nite on September 9 
at the Heritage. 

The proposed event is a follow-
up in respond to the clean election 
campaign called by the NBCC. 
The clean election rally will start 

from the Old MLA hostel junction 
at 1:30 PM after a short prayer 
and message from the NBCC and 
culminate at the Heritage. 

At the Heritage, there will be 
a clean election debate on the 
topic, “Is clean election concepts/
ideas practicable in reality?” Colo 
Mero, member of  the NBCC clean 
election committee, will be the 

moderator. 
There will be 12 participants in 

the debate. Clean election debate 
will be followed by a short speech 
delivered by Khekiye Sema. 

The main function at the 
Heritage will be worship time 
led by KABA praise & worship 
team, the Praise Fountain. There 
will also be good Christian mu-

sic from Power Faith band. The 
message on the theme will be 
delivered by Tiatoshi Longkümer, 
youth associate pastor of  KABA. 
Tiarenla Jamir will host the func-
tion. 

KABA has invited all the citi-
zens of  Kohima town, both young 
and old, to join in the rally for a 
better and cleaner Nagaland.

Dimapur, Sep 7 (EMN): 
Dimapur District Legal 
Services Authority (DDL-
SA) has organised legal 
awareness programme with 
the students at the Govern-

ment High School, Sarbura, 
Dimapur, on September 7.

DDLSA panel law-
yers namely Dzuvinuo 
Chadi, Sentimenla and 
Zuchumpeni Ngulli spoke 

on cyber crime and PO-
SCO Act. Summing up 
the programme, Ajongba 
Imchen, DDLSA secretary 
and Chief  Judicial Magis-
trate, Dimapur, encouraged 

the students’ participants 
on quality education and 
to avail the free legal serv-
ices. The programme was 
chaired by Nishela, DDL-
SA panel lawyer.

Dimapur, Sep 7 (EMN): Department of  
Health Family Welfare has organised an 
anti-tobacco awareness programme at 
Mountain View Christian College, Ko-
hima, along with the students of  Keyake 
Middle School. Dr. Arenla Walling, Dis-
trict Nodal Officer of  Health and Family 
Welfare and resource person, stressed on 

the harmful effects and the toxic chemicals 
found in tobacco. She also encouraged 
the students to take up proper responsibil-
ity to spread awareness about the health 
hazards of  tobacco. The pledge to say 
‘No’ to tobacco was taken after which 
the programme concluded with a quiz 
competition.

Dimapur, Sep 7 (EMN): 
State chief  minister, TR 
Zeliang, has urged offi-
cials of  the Air India and 
Indigo Airlines to improve 
air connectivity with the 
rest of  the country operat-
ing from the lone airport in 
Dimapur.

Zeliang said this during 
meeting with Rajiv Bansal, 
Chairman & Managing 
Director (CMD) of  Air 
India; Rajat Kumar, Vice 
President of  Indigo Air-
lines; and Sanjay Kumar, 
Chief  Commercial Officer 
of  Indigo Airlines in Delhi 
recently. 

Zeliang had requested 
both the airlines operators 
to consider adding more 
flights without any disrup-
tion. 

A press release issued 
by CMO stated that Air 
India CMD, Rajiv Bansal, 
had assured to operate Di-
mapur – Kolkata flights 
without any disruption and 

Dimapur, Sep 7 (EMN): Member 
of  State BJP Finance and Develop-
ment Commission, Dr. SR Nareshh 
Ram, has congratulated all the min-
isters who were recently inducted 
into the cabinet status. 

Besides congratulating them, he 
has proposed few of  his concern for 
the development of  Nagaland.

To the of  Tourism minister, 
Alphons Kannanthanam, he has 
suggested research by experts to 
identify tourist spots in Nagaland 
to promote tourism and particularly 
to make Rhizazo village bearing 

the historical importance of  Netaji 
Subash Chandra Bose as ‘Tourist 
Village.’

To the union Defence Minister 
Nirmala Sitharaman, he has asked 
to establish ordinance factory in Na-
galand to generate employment op-
portunity to the local Naga youth, 
while to the union Railway minister 
Piyush Goyal, he has asked to in-
troduce railway track between Di-
mapur and Peren as a pilot project 
for connectivity and also passenger 
train from Guhawati to Diphruhar 
via Dimapur.

To the union minister of  Minor-
ity Affairs Muktar Abbas Nagvi, 
he has suggested setting up experts 
committee to find the welfare meas-
ures to Christians of  Nagaland, 
while to the union minister of  State 
(IC) of  Youth Affairs And Sports, 
Col. Rajyavardhan Singh Rathore, 
he has suggested to build a Cricket 
Stadium in Dimapur and to improve 
sports infrastructure in Nagaland to 
train the local Naga youth to com-
pete in international sports event.

He has also urged the union 
minister of  State (IC) of  Labour 
and Employment, Santosh Kumar 
Gangwar, to upgrade ESI Dispen-
sary to ESI Hospital with atleast 
100 beds.

He also congratulated the IAS 
Nagaland cadre officer, Rajiv 
Bhansal, who has been appointed 
as Chairman & Managing Director 
of  Air India. 

Chairman of Kohima DPDB, Dr. Neiphriezo Keditsu, adressing the special DPDB meeting on September 7.
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Ithai barrage at Ithai in Manipur.

Students strike in Mizo varsity 
on, PM urged to appoint VC

Trade business in Indo-Myanmar border area

Speaker highlights role of media in bringing good governance

Muslim outfits demand resignation 
of Manipur deputy CM

Former Congress MLA joins BJP

Three PREPAK militants arrested 

Assam signs MoU with Google 
to boost Internet connectivity In touch with Ulfa’s anti-talk faction, NSCN-K for talks: Sri Sri Ravi

Mission China contract cancellation 
by hall raised in assemblyVillagers demand government 

remove Ithai barrage in Manipur

MIRROR CROSS WORD 1588
ACROSS
1. Point of origin
5. It is (contraction)
8. Oozed
12. Magma
13. Gambled
15. ____ Bunton, Baby Spice
16. Arabian sultanate
17. Someone with a bounding 

stride
18. Border on
19. Members of the House of 

Representatives and Senate
22. Donkey
23. Parasitic nematode
24. Long period of time
26. California city
29. Hot dogs
31. Cry of disbelief
32. Scary
34. Sour fruit
36. ____ Zapata, Mexican 

revolutionary
38. Capital of Bangladesh
40. Dried or withered
41. Xena’s sidekick, actress 

_____ O’Connor
43. 3rd person plural possessive
45. Not old
46. Sweetie
48. Freezing rains
50. Thin wedge
51. The most (abbrev.)
52. Set of parts
54. People who are seizure-

prone
61. Son of Seth (Bible)
63. Donated
64. Unusual or scarce
65. Writer ____ St. Vincent-

Millay
66. Poet T.S. _____
67. Gelatinous food additive
68. Christmas
69. Televisions
70. Whole axial portion of an 

animal 

DOWN
1. Mass of fine suspended 

particles
2. Italian for “Branch”
3. Cooking appliance
4. Hack or mutilate
5. New Mexico city
6. Mischievous sprites
7. Appear
8. Ocean
9. Levee
10. Large flightless birds
11. Gentle taps
13. Acquired facts

14. Evoking cheerlessness or 
gloom 20. Thorny flower

21. Actress Patricia ____
25. Singles
26. Renowned
27. Imitation diamonds
28. Deliver a formal speech
29. Animal or human waste
30. Wounds
31. Third person possessive 

(female)
33. German for “Me”
35. Not old
37. First wife of Jacob

39. Sickness 42. 
Norse for “Ruler of all”

44. Harvest
47. Picture
49. Superfluous quantities
52. Eager
53. Pertaining to India
55. Sloping position
56. Israeli city Tel ____
57. Lions
58. Villain in “Othello”
59. Study hard
60. Antitoxins
61. East Indian timber tree

SUD0KU 1428
Every Sudoku has a unique solution that can be 
reached logically. Enter numbers into the blank 
spaces so that each row, column and 3x3 box 
contains the numbers 1 to 9.

SOLUTIONS TO SUD0KU 1427

SOLUTIONS TO CROSSWORD 1587

the Loktak Lake because 
of the damming for Loktak 
Mul t ipur pose  pro jec t 
(LMP) by Ithai barrage, a 
component of  LMP since 
last 30 years.

Earlier the villagers use 
to collect aquatic vegetables 
in and around the Lake. But 
because of  the restriction 
by forest  authority to 
conserve the habitat of  
Sangai (brow antlered deer) 
at Keibul Lamjao, the only 
floating park in the country 
at Loktak, they could not 
do it.

“ S o  w e  w a n t  t h e 
government to remove the 
dam (Ithai barrage) for 
the welfare of  the people,” 
mother of  two children 
fe l t .  Like Bidyarani ’s 
family, 300 plus families 
of  Nongmaikhong have a 
similar sentiment.

According to Budhi, 
more than 80,000 hectares 
of arable land was destroyed 
by water inundation and 
frequent flash flood through 
the year after the project was 
commissioned in 1983.

Besides villagers of  

Nongmaikhong, villagers 
in the downstream of Ithai 
barrage, including those 
from Sandangkhong areas 
have a different feeling over 
the Ithai barrage.

It may be mentioned that 
Manipur based civil society 
organisations and NGOs 
have been voicing for the 
immediate review of  the 
LMP. They have also started 
to discuss the pro and cons 
of  LMP in the state while 
some others are looking 
for necessary steps in case 
of any consequences if  the 

proposed review activities 
comes into force in reality.

This recent trend came 
into light soon after the state 
Chief Minister Biren Singh 
urged the Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi to review 
the LMP and Ithai barrage 
for a permanent solution to 
the frequent floods in the 
state during their meeting 
in Guwahati on August 1 
this year.

The total  damages 
inf licted by the recent 
floods in Manipur has been 
estimated at Rs 223.83 crore 
which has been further 
increased to Rs 358.23 
crore while a total of 78,677 
hectares of agricultural land 
including 77,900 hectares 
of  paddy, 307 hectares of  
maize, 300 hectares of  
pulses, 150 hectares of  
oil seed and 20 hectares 
of  sugarcane have been 
damaged.About 25 persons 
also lost their lives.

The Loktak multipurpose 
project was taken up in 1983 
to provide regulated storage 
to generate 105 MW of  
power and lift irrigation. 
The main component of the 
project include Ithai barrage 
(35ft high dam) across 
Manipur River with three 
spillway bays.

Guwahati, Sep 7 (PTI): The sudden 
cancellation of  contract by a multiplex 
here to hold tomorrow’s premier show of  
an Assamese film produced by popular 
Assamese and Bollywood singer Zubeen 
Garg was raised in the state Assembly 
today. Ruling BJP MLA and film actress 
Angoorlata Deka raised the issue during 
Zero Hour and alleged that the cancellation 
was a conspiracy against Assamese film 
industry by certain quarters.

Deka regretted that the film was not 
being allowed to be screened in that multiplex 
when Assamese movies are bagging national 
and international awards and recognition.

Producer-actress turned MLA Suman 

Horipria of  BJP, Asom Gana Parishad’s 
Satyabrat Kalita, Ramendra Narayan 
Kalita and Gunin Das also supported her 
demanding that the government revise its 
policy to revive the Assamese film industry.

The cultural affairs department cannot 
compel the multiplex to screen the premier 
show as there is no such provision in the 
state’s film policy, Deka said.

The multiplex’s Mumbai office yesterday 
sent a letter to the producer of  ‘Mission 
China’ saying that the premier show was 
changed because of  some technicalities 
involving digital film screening, Doley said.

‘Mission China’ is slated to be released 
country-wide tomorrow.

Imphal,  Sep.  7  ( IANS):  Musl im 
organisations in Manipur have demanded 
the resignation of  Deputy Chief  Minister 
Yumnam Joykumar on moral grounds 
after his son posted a message on Facebook 
on Eid-ul-Adha ridiculing the ‘qurbani’ 
(sacrifice).

Political sources said Chief Minister N. 
Biren Singh, who arrived here on Thursday, 
may take some concrete steps since “it is a 
very serious matter”.

A demonstration was also held in Imphal 
on Wednesday demanding action against Y. 
Debajit who wrote “the killings of animals in 
the name of qurbani is nothing but a practice 
to kill human beings”. 

Debajit’s post has hurt the religious 
sentiments of the Muslims, the activists said. 
Abdullah Pathan, President of the Manipur 

Muslim Welfare Organisation, said: “We 
had demanded arrest of Debajit within 48 
hours.” Mohammad Jalal, President of  
the All Manipur Muslim Organisations 
Coordinating Committee, said: “Joykumar 
should resign on moral grounds. We have 
submitted a memorandum to the Chief  
Minister and lodged a complaint with the 
cyber crime unit.”

“If the government fails to take suitable 
action it should shoulder all consequences,” 
he said, adding that all communities have 
been living in harmony in Manipur for 
generations. Debajit is yet to react to the 
massive protests.

Joykumar belongs to the National 
People’s Party. All four NPP MLAs who 
supported the Bharatiya Janata Party got 
ministerial berths.

Aizawl, Sep. 7 (PTI):  As students’ strike in Mizoram 
University demanding appointment of a regular vice-
chancellor entered second day, state Chief Minister 
Lal Thanhawla today appealed to Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi to appoint the VC quickly in the 
central university.

Lal Thanhawla said he had already written 
to Modi on May 6, 2016 and the HRD minister 
informed him then that the process of VC selection 
was taken up afresh.

“It is now more than a year since then and I am 
given to understand that the file is currently lying 
with the present Union HRD Minister for a couple 
of months at his desk,” he said to the prime minister 
in a letter.

Since yesterday, the students were were boycotting 
classes and preventing teachers and non-teaching staff  
from entering the campus, the chief minister said.

It being the only central university in the state, 
prolonged delay in the appointment of VC would 
jeopardise the future of many students, he said.

Meanwhile, the Mizoram University Student 
Council (MZUSC) continued boycotting classes and 
all the academic and non-academic activities.

The Mizoram University had been without a 
regular VC for almost two years and repeated appeal 
to the Union Minister Prakash Javedekar and officials 
of the Ministry of Human Resources Development 
bore no fruits till date, the MZUSC said.

Agartala, Sep. 7 (PTI): A former MLA 
of  Opposition Congress from Kamalpur 
subdivision of  Tripura’s Dhalai district, 
Manoj Kanti Deb, has joined the BJP in 
presence of  party’s state president Biplab 
Deb.

“Deb joined our party in presence of  
state BJP president at Kamalpur yesterday. 
Altogether, 2,374 supporters of  Congress 
and ruling CPI-M also joined our party in a 
function,” state Media In-charge Victor Som 
told reporters. Joining the BJP was essential 
to honour people’s will, Deb said.

“I also understood that it was not possible 
to oust CPI-M from the power, because the 
relationship between Congress and CPI-M 

is deep,” he said.
The state BJP president welcomed Deb, 

and said the ruling Left Front government 
had failed in all fronts.

“In the last 35 years, the government 
was busy in patronising the CPI-M cadres 
only, and deprived the common people. This 
government would have to be answerable 
to people for their misdeeds,” Manoj Kanti 
Deb said.

In August, six Tripura MLAs, who were 
earlier sacked by the Trinamool Congress 
and who had voted for NDA nominee Ram 
Nath Kovind in the July 17 presidential 
election, had formally joined the saffron 
party.

Dimapur, Sep. 7 (EMN): 
The Managing Director of  
ShweNaung Yan Company 
(SNYC) who is also a member 
of the UMFCCI visited New 
Delhi on August 5, 2017, where 
a meeting was held with some 
of the Delhi based businessmen. 
The Chief of SNYC, Myanmar 
also visited Dimapur, Nagaland 
to encourage the business 
community of  Nagaland for 
holding a Border Trade Business 
Meet between the 4 states of  
NorthEast India and Myanmar 
in the last week of September 
2017 at Nay Pi Taw, Myanmar 
where a survey was also done 
to check how the products of  
Nagaland can be imported 

to Myanmar and viceversa 
and thereby has submitted 
the report to the UMFCCI 
for necessary action. In this 
connection, the Managing 
Director of SNYC would like 
to invite interested businessmen 
from Nagaland in attending the 
Business Meeting scheduled to 
be held on November 10, 2017 
in Yangon. 

Meanwhile, the MD would 
also like to appreciate Neiphiu 
Rio, for visiting Myanmar 
in 2013 where he had a talk 
with the Parliament Speaker, 
Union Minister of Myanmar, 
Mandalay Chief  Minister 
and Sagaing Chief  Minister 
in fostering good relation 

with the Myanmar Central 
Government. He also laud 
Rio’s second visit to Myanmar 
in the month of  June, 2017 
during which the Mandalay 
Chief  Minis ter  and his 
cabinet colleagues, Mandalay 
Chamber of  Commerce, 
President Tamu Border Trade, 
President Mandalay Embassy 
General Consular and his 
subordinates had interaction 
with him towards improvement 
of  the border trade between 
Nagaland and Myanmar. 
Where the Business delegation 
of  Myanmar also stressed on 
the development of one of the 
ITCs located along Nagaland-
Myanmar at the earliest. 

Guwahati, Sep. 7 (IANS): Art of  
Living (AoL) founder Sri Sri Ravi 
Shankar on Thursday said that 
he is in touch with Ulfa’s anti-talk 
faction led by its commander in 
chief  Paresh Baruah and the anti-
talk faction of  NSCN (K) led by 
Khango Konyak to bring them to 
the peace process.

Addressing media here, the 
spiritual guru said that besides these 
two organizations, he is also in touch 
with several other militant outfits 
operating in the northeast region. 
Sri Sri Ravi Shankar was here to 
deliver the keynote address of  the 

Northeast Indigenous Peoples’ 
Conference, a convention of all the 
indigenous people of  the region 
organized by the pro talk faction of  
the Ulfa leaders, who had been in 
ceasefire agreement with the Indian 
government.

“I can see that there is a trust 
deficit among these organizations in 
the northeast. We have been working 
in the region for over a decade now 
and I am trying to bring these outfits 
to the negotiating table. It is difficult 
to pronounce a date as to when the 
process will be complete but I hope 
there will be a breakthrough soon,” 

he said.
Asked about the talks process 

with the NSCN-K, the spiritual 
leader said that some leaders of  
the faction are also in touch with 
him and that there has been a 
positive response regarding the talks 
process.

He said that peace is the foremost 
priority for the northeastern region 
and all the problems of the region 
will be solved once lasting peace is 
restored in the region.

He also expressed concern over 
the illegal immigration to the region 
from neighbouring countries and 

said that the process has already 
been on to solve the problem. “The 
process is already on to deport the 
illegal immigrants. We cannot afford 
to have illegal immigrants in any 
country,” he said.

To the issue of  Rohingya 
refugees in Myanmar, he said that 
Prime Minister Narendra Modi 
had already made the country’s 
stand clear on the Rohingyas to the 
authorities in Myanmar. “The issue 
of the refugees must be solved but 
the refugees must be treated with 
dignity till they are able to go back to 
their own country,” he added.

Imphal, Sep. 6 (PTI): Three 
militants of  the banned 
militant outfit PREPAK 
(PRO) were arrested by 
security forces from the 
Indo-Myanmar border town 
of Moreh today, police said.

The three militants of  
the People s Revolutionary 
Pa r ty  o f  Kang le ipak 

(PREPAK-PRO) were 
arrested from near Sunrise 
Club in Moreh town of  
Tengnoupal district, they 
said.

A senior police officer 
said security forces have 
intensified patrolling along 
the border with Myanmar 
since yesterday to prevent 

any displaced Rohingyas 
from the neighbouring 
country from illegally 
entering the state 

One militant of  the 
proscribed Kanglei Yawol 
Kanna Lup (KYKL) was 
arrested by the police from 
Thangal Bazaar of  Imphal 
yesterday, police said.

Imphal ,  Sep.  6  (PTI) : 
Manipur Assembly Speaker 
Y Khemchand Singh today 
highlighted the “importance 
of  media in bringing good 
governance” in the state.

Khemchand was speaking 
at the first ever “media and 

parliamentary reporting 
seminar”  organised  by 
Manipur Legislative Assembly 
for the media fraternity of the 
state. The speaker stressed 
that the fourth estate has 
much responsibility to spread 
awareness.

The seminar was organised 
for the media fraternity of  
the state to impart deeper 
knowledge on “”Parliamentary 
Procedures” and “Reporting of  
the Proceedings of the House 
and Breach of  Privilege and 
Contempt of the House”.

Guwahati, Sep. 7 (IANS): 
The Assam government on 
Thursday signed an MoU 
with Google India Pvt. Ltd. 
to take Internet connectivity 
to the remotest part of  the 
north-eastern state.

C h i e f  M i n i s t e r 
Sarbananda Sonowal said the 
government would work to 
provide Internet connections 
to 26,000 villages and 1,500 
tea garden areas in Assam 
under the MoU and thus 
increase digital literacy. 

Information Technology 
Secretary Nitin Khare and 
Goodle India Country 
Head (Policy) Chetan 
Krishnaswami s igned 
the  Memorandum of  
Understanding in the 
presence of Sonowal.

“Technology rules the 
roost in the 21st century 
and the state government 
has upped the ante to use 
technology to carry forward 
the fruits of  development 
to the remotest parts of  

Assam,” the Chief Minister 
said. 

He said the ties with 
Google was a way forward 
to strongly pitch Guwahati 
as a natural gateway to the 
South-East Asian countries.

S o n owa l  s a i d  h i s 
government in sync with 
the Centre was working 
for the success of  Start-
up initiative but success 
of  such programmes sans 
technology would be a 
distant dream.

Our Correspondent
Nongmaikhong, Sep. 7 
(EMN): The villagers of  
Nongmaikhong, a small 
village located about 55 km 
south of  Imphal, on the 
southern part of  Loktak 
lake in Manipur’s Bishnupur 
district have demanded 
removal of  Ithai barrage 
for the revival of  their 
sustainable livelihood.

T h e  f e e l i n g  a n d 
s e n t i m e n t s  o f  t h e 
Nongmaikhong village 
which has around 300 
houses were conveyed 
when a number of  NGO 
r e p r e s e n t a t ive s  f r o m 
various parts of  the NE 
states visited their village 
on Thursday.

“We experience worst 
ever flood in the past one 
decade as flood water enters 
to our fish farms three times 
in a row”, says 47 year old 
housewife N Bidyarani Devi 
of  Nongmaikhong Awang 
Leikai. “So whatever we 
have in the fish has gone.”

This is not first time 
Bidyarani’s family has 
faced flood in her village. 
They have been suffering it 
every monsoon as their fish 
farm was routinely hit by 
flood every monsoon due 
to rising of  water level of  
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Re red and in-service Gorkha teachers being felicitated on the occasion of Teacher’s Day 
celebra on organised by GPPK and sister NGOs on September 5.

Students of Ram Janaki Higher Secondary School presen ng a special song on the occasion of 
Teacher’s Day. Students enthralling the gathering with a song on Teacher’s Day in Totok Chingnyu village.

More reports on Teacher’s Day celebration

GPPK: Gorkha commu-
nity in Kohima celebrated 
Teachers’ Day by honour 
and felicitating its commu-
nity teachers on September 
5 at Gorkha Public Pan-
chayat Hall in Chandmari, 
Kohima. 

The event was first of  
its kind programme organ-
ised by Gorkha Public Pan-
chayat Kohima (GPPK) in 
collaboration with the sister 
Gorkha organisations in the 
State capital with the sole 
objective of encouraging the 
Gorkha community teachers 
to be committed to uphold 
age-old tradition of diligent 
and sincerity.

Greetings the retired and 
in-service teachers from the 
community, GPPK presi-
dent Santu Thapa lauded 
their efforts in imparting 
qualitative education with 
utmost honest and bringing 
laurels to the Gorkhas in 
general. 

Retired teacher and re-
cipient of  State Teachers 
Award (1999), Gayatri Devi 
urged upon the in-service 
teachers not to be compla-
cent but humble themselves 
in moulding the younger 
generation to be assets of  
the society.

In-service teacher and 
headmaster of  Ministers’ 
Hill Baptist Higher Second-
ary School, Samir Thapa 
said that the present genera-
tion teachers need to be pre-
pared to equip themselves in 
this fast advanced informa-
tion technology era.

Senior leader, BB Rai, 
and NGA general secretary 
PK Thapa also exhorted the 
gathering.

President of  Gorkha 
Students’ Union Kohima 
Megraj Lama led in hon-
ouring the teachers. On the 
occasion, special entertain-
ment session for teachers 
through music and cultural 
dances was also held.

RJHSS: Presentation of  
cultural items, dances and 
songs marked the Teachers’ 
Day celebration in Ram 
Janaki Higher Secondary 

GOVERNMENT OF NAGALAND 
OFFICE OF THE DEPUTY COMMISSIONER

KOHIMA ::: NAGALAND
No. JUDL/SUCC/86/2017-IV          Dated Kohima, the 1st Sept, 2017

Sd/- (T.L.KIUSUMONG TIKHIR)
Additional Deputy Commissioner

Kohima: Nagaland

Whereas Shri. SOCHÜLIE SOLO H/O LT. NEILHOUKIE-Ü SOLO, Pensioner resident 

Succession Act 1925, Part X to draw/withdraw/operate/transfer his/her Late wife-Pension 
P.O.NO.NL/S/23619 of Treasury, Kohima (South). Bank A/C No.911010043006946 Axis 

expired on 26/07/2017.

month from the date of issue of this notice.

OBJECTION NOTICE
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GOVERNMENT OF NAGALAND 
OFFICE OF THE DEPUTY COMMISSIONER

KOHIMA ::: NAGALAND
No. JUDL/SUCC/85/2017-IV          Dated Kohima, the 5th Sept, 2017

Sd/- (T.L.KIUSUMONG TIKHIR)
Additional Deputy Commissioner

Kohima: Nagaland

Whereas Smti. N.AINLA W/O LT. NUKENMAYANG AO, Pensioner resident of 

husband-Pension P.O.NO.NL/S/111300312 of Treasury, Kohima (South). Bank A/C 

month from the date of issue of this notice.

OBJECTION NOTICE

KG
-1
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LOST NOTICE
L. Bendangsangla 

Lemtur am applying for 
duplicate copy of B.Sc 

Chemistry (H) Six Semesters 
Assessment Record during 

April 2017 (St. John College 
Dimapur). 

Name: L. Bendangsangla 
Lemtur

Roll No: SH12260083
Registration No: 1226007 

of 2012 D-
46

01

LOST NOTICE
Melengunuo am 

applying for Nagaland 
Teacher Eligibility Test 

Name: Melengunuo
District: Dimapur 
Nagaland Teacher 

Eligibility Test 

Roll no: 203080 D-
46

00

PRESS NOTICE
Nagaland Football Association is 

conducting a Football Scouting Camp 
for TATA TRUST Centre of Excellence, 

Aizwal, Mizoram at Kohima Local 
Ground on 9th Sept 2017 at 8:00 A.M. 
for boys born between 1st Jan 2003 to 
31st Dec 2007. Boys should bring their 

Interested Football Players may contact 
Akho Paul - 8256924495

K-1318

Expression of Interest (EoI)
Government of Nagaland

Directorate of Employment, Skill Development & Entrepreneurship,
Nagaland, Kohima

E-mail aaddress.

before 22th 
September, 2017 by 14:00 Hours. The proposal will be opened at 15:00Hours on the same day.

Sd/- 
Member Secy., 

E-mail Address:- nsdes.nagaland@gmail.com
Contact No:- 9436062368

No.DET/7/8/2015                                                                      Dated Kohima the 7th September, 2017
Nagaland Skill Development & Entrepreneurship Society (NSDES)

KG
-1
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W.P (C) No. 172 (K)/2017

Miss. Mezhuzonuo Mepfhuo & 159 Others
……….Petitioners

The State of Nagaland & 86 others
…… Respondents

To.

All the respondents are 

under the Department of School 
Education, Nagaland.
C/o The Principal Director,
Directorate of School Education,
Nagaland, Kohima

……RESPONDENTS     

respondents. 
That the Hon’ble High Court dated 30.08.17 has directed for 

someone by law authorized to act for you on the date of 
appearance, the matter shall be taken up in your absence.

Signed and sealed by the order of the Court this day the 
31st August, 2017.

Deputy Registrar (Judl.)
Gauhati High Court (Kohima Bench)

Kohima, Nagaland.

2. A. Chonbemo Ezung
3. Dr. O. Chonchibeni Ezung

6. Stephen
7. Ngumenou Rhakho
8. Lhukuzo Rakho
9. Lehu Lohe

11. Tshewekhro Chirhah
12. T. Chürasha 
13. Niwa

17. Khekato S. Yeptho
18. Moamongla Jamir

20. Pukhato K. Aye

22. Watila Mollier
23. Arenkala Ao
24. H. Chongphe 
25. Easter

29. M. Azebo Assumi
30. Ayeto T. Aye
31. Mugatoli

33. Kumugha Sema
34. S. Agaho Jimo
35. Alotoli D. Yeptho
36. Pukhalu

39. N. Tokheho Ayemi
40. Phuketo Swu

42. Atoka Chishi

43. Takumenla Lkr

45. Mapurenla
46. K. Phongtong Khiam
47. K. Peshie Khiamniungan
48. Tongpangnokdang Lngcr
49. Thsarola Thonglaru
50. S. Changthrongchila Chang

53. Koratoshi
54. K. Omentula

57. Nukshitula
58. Bennynaro
59. Moarenla
60. Tongpangrepba
61. Chubainla
62. L. Tialila Ao
63. P. Akangenla 
64. Senkalong
65. Limasenla Longchar

68. Bendangnukshi
69. Nungsangtemsu
70. Supongliba

72. Talinungshi
73. Gwayhunlo Tep

77. Wapangtemsu Jamir
78. Achuga Rengma
79. Asisin Khing
80. Kikruphrunuo Pienyu
81. Kechangulie
82. P. Henyei Phom
83. Rongsenchuba
84. Temsumongla.

K-
13

19

W.P(C) NO. 84 (K) OF 2017
M/S Khadi Trade & Development Agency……..Petitioner

-VERSUS-
The State of Nagaland & 4 Ors ……….Respondent

NOTICE

To
Shri G.M Rengma,

Regd No. NPWD/Class-1/301,

Nagaland.

been impleaded as opposite party/respondent NO. 5.
You are therefore directed to appear before this Court on 5-10-

17 in person or by pleader duly instructed and able to answer all 

Take notice that in default of your appearance on the date 

absence.
Deputy Registrar (Judl),

Gauhati High Court (Kohima Bench)
Kohima, Nagaland KG

-1
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GREENWOOD SCHOOL
KUDA VILLAGE: DIMAPUR

VACANCY

1. M. Sc. (Physics) Preferably B. Ed. – 1 Post,   
 Salary – 21,000 p.m. (Appox.)
2. M. A. (Eng.) Preferably B. Ed. – 1 Post,   
 Salary – 18,000 p.m. (Appox.)
3. Bachelor in Library Science – 1 Post.  
 Salary – Rs. 15000 p.m.
Application can be sent to gwskuda10@gmail.com.   There 
will be written test and class demonstration on 15th Sept. 2017 

For details Contact: 9436266591/8974425485/9089448626
Director

D-
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O�ce of the
IMMANUEL COLLEGE

  Lengrijan; Dimapur, Nagaland.
NAAC ACCREDITED B +

EXAM INFORMATION
backlog / failed students 

B.A. &  B.Sc. 1st, 3rd,& 5th Semester Exams would be  
done on 11th & 12th Sept. 2017 during 9:30am - 2:30pm.

Students are informed to bring the Original Mark-sheet  
and Admit Card of the Semester exam to be appeared.

B.A. & B.Sc.  1st, 3rd, & 5th Semester Regular students  
th,  

14th & 15th Sept. 2017. No form would be accepted  
after the last date.  

Principal # 03862-248275. D-
45
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NAGALAND PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSION
KOHIMA

NOTIFICATION
NO.NPSC/ADVT/NON-TECH/1/2010                    Dated Kohima, the 7th September, 2017

th August 2017, 
this is to notify all the candidates that the Preliminary Examination 

September 2017.

www.e-admitcard.npsc.co.in
their online application form w.e.f. 18th September, 2017 onwards. 

which they shall not be allowed to appear the examination. 

th September 2017 till 3:00 
p.m. and any issue/complaints must be settled on or before the last date 
of submission. No complaints will be entertained thereafter.

(+91) 8259977429 on working days from 10:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m.
Sd/- KHRUPI SOTHU

Secretary,
Nagaland Public Service Commission

Kohima

KG
-1
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No.17 (42)/2016-PL/NGT
Government of India

Ministry of Environment, Forest and Climate Change
Policy and Law Division

NGT Cell

Level-III, Jal Wing, 
Indira Paryavaran Bhavan, 

Jor Bagh Road, Aliganj, New Delhi-03 

the National Green Tribunal (NGT): 

website www.moef.gov.in.

Form can be downloaded from the aforementioned 
Ministry’s website. 

Last date for receipt of application in the Ministry’s 

SI. No. Posts Number of Vacancies
1 Judicial Member 05
2 Expert Member 07

Davp 13101/11/0017/1718

******

School, Dimapur.
The School Principal, 

HP Gupta thanked the 
children for honouring the 
teachers in special manner.

The school manage-
ment felicitated the teachers 
for their valuable efforts in 
moulding and shaping the 
students. The programme 
concluded with a vote of  
thanks delivered by Manisha 
Giri, students of Class X.    

TGSU: A combined 
Teachers’ Day celebration 
was held at Tesophenyu 
community hall on the 
theme “Teachers’ affect 
eternity” organised by 
Tesophenyu Group Stu-
dents’ Union (TGSU). 

Dr. Gwazenlo Tep, 
SDVO In-Charge Tseminyu 
and resource speaker, re-
minded that teachers play a 
critical role in moulding the 
personality of students. He 
queried what kind of legacy 
the society would inherit if  
teachers were not sincere in 
their responsibilities. He fur-
ther stated that students were 
the reflection of  teachers 
for which they ought to be 
dedicated to their profession.

Altogether six govern-
ment schools and one pri-
vate school participated and 
presented items such as skits, 
songs, dance, choreography.

Bhandari: The first 
combined Teacher’s Day cel-
ebration programme under 

SDEO, Bhandari town, was 
held at Bhandari Town Hall 
with the minister of  Geol-
ogy & Mining and Border 
Affairs, Mhonlumo Kikon 
as the chief guest.

Speaking on the occa-
sion, Kikon appreciated the 
non Lotha teachers who 
have contributed immensely 
to the district. He main-
tained that their selfless sac-
rifice for shaping and mould-
ing the students to become 
responsible in the society is 
now bearing fruits.

Calling upon the teach-
ers to rededicate and re-
new their passion and zeal 
towards their profession, 
Kikon urged the head teach-
ers to submit list of  proxy 
teachers to SDEO, Bhanda-
ri. He called upon the teach-
ers to be an effective tool of  
social transforming for better 
change of our society.

ADC Bhandar i ,  T 
Nchumbemo Odyuo stat-
ed that teachers are nation 
builder and teaching is noble 
profession.

MDLSA: Mon District 
Legal Services Authority 
(MDLSA) celebrated Teach-
er’s Day at Government 
High School in Totok Ching-
nyu village on September 5. 

Speaking on Right to 
Education Act, 2009, Panel 
Lawyer MDLSA, N Man-
non Konyak, explained the 
act with reference to rela-
tionship between teachers, 

students, teachers and par-
ents. She urged the gathering 
to make education for all a 
reality. 

MDLSA also conducted 
painting and essay writing 
competitions for the students 
of GHS, GPS Sector ‘A’ and 
‘B’, and Pinnacle’s School 
on the topic “One book, 
One pen, One child and 
one teacher can change the 
world” and “The significant 
of Teacher’s Day.”

The Totok Chingnyu 
Village Council, students’ 
union, church leaders, Vil-
lage Education Commit-
tee and students of  all the 
schools in Totok Chingnyu 
attended the programme. 

MDLSA also provided 
token to all the 39 teachers 
in the village.

DMHSS: Group songs, 
dances and poem recitations 
marked the Teacher’s Day 

celebration at Dimapur Mission Higher 
Secondary School. 

Significance of the day was shared 
by Dr. Maongkala Longchar, while 
the senior pastor Rev. Dr. N Tzudir 

pronounced the re – dedicatory prayer 
for the teachers.

The teachers were also felicitated by 
the School Governing Board. I Moa-
nungla Aier was awarded the ‘Teacher 

of  the Year 2017.’ The school also 
celebrated the achievement of  Mary 
Kangabam Jamir on being awarded 
the District Teachers Award 2017 or-
ganised by DEO, Dimapur.
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EASTERN MIRROR

Looking forward
Fifty three years ago on the 6th of  September 1964 the 

first cease fire between the Government of  India and 
the Naga undergrounds particularly the Naga National 
Council and its governmental wing  the Federal Govern-

ment of  Nagaland was declared. The event was the culmination 
of  the efforts of  the Nagaland Baptist Churches Council that first 
proposed for a Peace Mission during its convention at Wokha 
from January 31 to February 2 of  1964. The ceasefire agreement 
of  1964, the various events during the ceasefire period and after, 
are still relevant and will enrich the people; the leaders; and also 
the church at present if  only one is ready to learn some lessons 
from it.

The declaration of  the ceasefire marked a major shift in the 
policy of  India towards the Naga issue, which undoubtedly ac-
cepted that the issue is political.  A similar view was eloquently 
articulated by peace activist Niketu Iralu during the commemo-
ration programme of  the ceasefire agreement at Chedema Peace 
Camp on September 6 2017. Looking back, it can now be safely 
concluded that the ceasefire of  1964 opened the doors for the Naga 
movement for many years to come till present times. It should be 
a reminder for all the Naga people at present, especially the cynics 
and those wearing the mask of  the cynics at present.

Thereafter, the happenings after the declaration of  ceasefire 
are well documented by many authors, some of  whom were also 
part of  the negotiations. It might even be one of  the best of  chroni-
cles about the Naga issue because the interactions were across the 
table with both parties present. It was unlike the various releas-
es by both parties with propaganda being one of  the intentions, 
though there were varying versions of  truths.

Unfortunately after 8 years, the ceasefire was discontinued and 
the one major incident before the discontinuation was the ambush 
on the convoy of  then Chief  Minister Hokishe Sema on August 8, 
1972. By October 1972 the Governor announced that his govern-
ment will no longer continue the monthly extension of  the sus-
pension of  operations and that any group with the aim to secede 
Nagaland from India will be declared as an unlawful association. 
There will be many reasons of  why and how it failed that will 
go down in history but one thing that was certain was that there 
was an increase in the entities within the Nagas that also worked 
against each other.

Notwithstanding, the commemoration of  the historic day of  
ceasefire is held every year in Nagaland and as abrogation was 
unilateral it is accepted that the NNC/FGN still abides by the 
terms of  ceasefire of  1964. Thereafter, there is yet another cease-
fire signed in 1997 by the Government of  India with another Naga 
political group, the NSCN (IM) which was perceived as most in-
fluential then and is probably now too. However, when it comes to 
commemoration of  ceasefires the one of  September 6, 1964 still 
eclipses that of  August 1, 1997 and that is one of  the many ironies 
related to the Naga issue. The NBCC will have a better answer 
to it but it is yet to state the reason why, though common sense 
indicates that a Church should celebrate any initiative for peace 
although not necessarily initiated by it.

On the other hand, the Chairman of  the Nagaland Peace Cen-
tre, N Theyo at the thanksgiving service in commemoration of  
the ceasefire agreement that was held in Kohima on September 6, 
2017 called upon the NNC led by Adinno and the NSCN (K) to 
join the peace process. The NNC led by Adinno and the NSCN 
(K) are the two groups that are indifferent to the current peace 
process between the NSCN (IM) and the Government of  India.

However the most important inference that can be made from 
the ceasefire agreement of  1964 is that the Government of  India 
indirectly accepted that it had overlooked certain details or may 
have committed some mistakes in the past. Either Prime Minister 
Jawaharlal Nehru was proven wrong or his advisors starting from 
the bureaucracy to the intelligence branches were wrong. The so 
called peace that was initially anticipated was not achieved after 
the signing of  the treaty of  1960, the inauguration of  the state in 
1963 and the formation of  the elected government in 1964. There 
was more bloodshed and many innocents lost their lives somehow 
prompting India to agree to sign the ceasefire agreement in 1964. 
The Naga issue with its unique nuances was overlooked by those 
at ground level.

Times have changed but the circumstances remains similar. 
The Nagas especially the elders and the leaders should learn from 
the past and not cling to it. It is time to look forward and not to 
commit the same mistakes; else the day is not far when they will 
be judged by the posterity. 

The nations were suffering 
from corruption, slow eco-
nomic growth, unemploy-
ment, nepotism of  long-

ruling dictators and citizens were 
smouldering in anger at the corrupted 
government. The government in exist-
ence only for the privileged, the haves, 
for their nepotism and the powerful 
continued without end.

Widely publicized democratic 
elections brought the government 
again and again. The captive elector-
ate repeatedly elected the privileged, 
the rich, the nepotism and the public 
continued life as before. Change never 
came to the land.

The situation needed an event to 
set the smouldering society on fire. 
This was 2010 AD in many of  the 
Arab nations. Then a small-unexpect-
ed incident in Tunisia set the whole 
Arab nations completely one after 
another, in what is called the Arab 
Spring Revolution.  

A qualified engineer from a poor 
family in Tunisia went from pillar to 
post without end  in search of  employ-
ment but got nowhere. Every place, 
everyone turned him down even for an 
ordinary job. He had no money and 
connections to bribe his way through 
the corrupt system.   

Ultimately, for the survival of  his 
family, wife and small children, Mo-
hamed Bouazizi, the engineer started 
to sell fruits and vegetables in the mar-
ket road side in a push cart.  

The municipal man asked him to 
remove his push cart away from the 
place; Bouazizi did not have money to 
bribe the police.

What exactly happened next is not 
known in detail. The police is said to 
have beaten Bouazizi in the market 
place and unable to accept the injus-
tice and humiliation, Azizi immolated 
himself.

The story of  injustice and corrup-
tion struck the chord with thousand 

others in other cities of  Tunisia and in 
the following weeks Tunisians poured 
out into the cities against the decades 
of  nepotism and of  corruption of  
President Ben Ali and his Jezebel wife 
who fled the country.

In Egypt, Libya, Yemen, Bah-
rain, Syria, Morocco and Jordan the 
exasperated Public came out into 
the Streets thousands and thousands 
against their Rulers. One after anoth-
er the Arab nations fell to the spring 
revolution.  
Can Reform unexpectedly and suddenly 
come to Nagaland?

In my church in Nagaland, there 
use to be an ardent and respected 
member, and whenever entrusted to, 
use to pray ardently for Revival to 
come to our church. I agreed totally 
with him in his prayer, however, I 
never expected Revival would come 
to our church abruptly like that and 
there.

In spite of  all of  the members be-
ing very nice and good for fellowship, 
I felt most of  us were only as good or 
as bad as any other ordinary fellow, 
not the serious convinced lot Revival 
likes to visit. Revival may not like to 
come to a Church of  Lodicians.  

Perhaps, as it looks, the Naga do 
not change abruptly any way, neither 
in politics, in social or in religious 
lives.

They are too nice persons without 
conviction in any specific realms. In 
Nagaland today there are too less of  
the zealous and serious to set the nice 
society people on Fire for change.

The Naga society may patiently 
continue to grow and wait for the 
Time of  the Lord’s favour to ripen the 
Fruit.

He did not did not speak to them 
for 420 years

However, he looked at them al-
ways!

Thepfulhouvi Solo, IFS Retd. (RR-68)

Now is the time to ask our-
selves, are the young Na-
gas the Future or the Past? 
Here, the term “future” 

implies whether the young Nagas 
can overcome all petty differences 
and come under one banner to lead 
the Nagas into the future or as in the 
past will the ignorant youths be used 
again as a pawn by their respective 
Naga leaders to fulfill their agendas. 
And in studying the present scenario, 
it is likely that the latter might hap-
pen again.  

In order to make the young, vul-
nerable Naga youths understand this 
sensitive matter, let me put it this way, 
no organizations/factions can survive 
without the solid physical support of  
the youths whatever be the cause, just 
or unjust. Any Individual must, first 
and foremost, cross-checked oneself  
of  the intentions as well as of  the 
consequences, be it good or bad, such 
actions are likely to bring before one 
blindly show loyalty to one’s tribes by 
following its destructive propagan-
das. 

The role of  the youths is immeas-
urable in Nation building due to the 
tireless energy of  the vibrant youths 
and this example can be seen in the 
historical developments of  Countries 
such as United States of  America, 
Russia, Germany, China, etc. Too 
much of  comparison with other so-
ciety is not healthy, yet Naga youths 
have no option but to study how 
youths elsewhere have contributed to 
the growth and development of  their 
respective Nations and lead their 
country into the future. Conversely, 
here in Nagaland, the practice of  
groupism and mental intimidation 
among youths of  different tribes have 
left me with no option but to suppose 
for now that the present Naga youths 
will not lead us into the future. The 
following are some of  the factors to 
substantiate my humble opinion: 

1. Societal Environment: Fam-
ily and social environment affect an 
individual’s mentality. Likewise, the 

present family and social environ-
ment are not capable of  producing 
a refined reasonable Naga youths. 
Rather it only produces youths of  
raw and wild characters who take 
pride in bragging about himself, fam-
ily, clan, and his tribe. Adding more 
woes, such youths are active blog-
gers in social networking sites like 
Facebook, where hateful, nonsensi-
cal, and provocative comments are 
manufactured and supplied cease-
lessly. These kinds of  youths are very 
useful for creating havoc everywhere 
and they had created havoc; plus they 
always think they are doing the right 
thing. If  youths have been doing the 
right things, like they think and do, 
Nagaland would have been saved a 
long time ago. And seeing today’s re-
ality, it is not wrong to assume that 
in case the youths failed to reform 
themselves, Nagaland will not be 
saved from what is coming for them. 
In fictional Westeros Continent, a tel-
evision series, Game of  Throne, all 
the warring houses of  Westeros unite 
at last to fight the “White Walkers, an 
army of  the dead,” the fight between 
the living and the dead. In our case, 
it is exactly the opposite. For us, all 
the Naga warring houses, instead of  
fighting the outside enemy, are doing 
their best to fight among themselves. 
When winter comes no one will be 
spared.

2. Habits: By habits, I mean here 
the drinking habits of  some 60-70% 
of  Naga youths from the high school 
to college/university level. The figure 
may not be accurate but on average 
6-7 out of  10 Naga youths do con-
sume alcohol. The tones of  alcohol 
supplied during election present the 
facts and figures. When more than 
half  of  the youth populations are 
habitual drinkers, the youths would 
never be productive nor have protec-
tive and forward thinking. Another 
degrading habit of  young Nagas is 
that they can only discuss/debates 
on Politics after consuming few pecks 
of  whiskey or beer, not when they 

are sober. Being a reliable eye wit-
ness, even self-styled ‘up-and-coming 
youth leaders’ are not exempted from 
these habits. The result of  these hab-
its is that young Nagas continue to 
engage in useless unhealthy debates 
in the virtual world as well as in real-
ity. Another irony is that most young 
individuals are not against the insti-
tutionalized system of  corruption, 
but are only against some leaders 
on the basis of  tribes alone. Past or 
present, both the public and elected 
leaders are equally responsible for the 
mess we face now. We must use the 
same scale in measuring every leader. 
These destructive habits, not forget-
ting gambling habits, unless corrected 
will aid in totally destroying the very 
fabric of  our Naga society.

3. New Ideas: Though the lit-
eracy rate of  Nagaland is high, the 
graduates of  Nagaland are not fed 
with new ideas to practice it, but are 
fed the same old destructive ideas of  
individualism. Though many young 
student leaders outwardly speak on 
ills of  tribalism/corruption, they con-
tinue to play with the same old rules 
instead of  breaking the wheel of  trib-
alism/corruption that had enveloped 
the Nagas from day one.  As long 
as we failed to break this wheel and 
build a new Naga society with fresh 
ideas, the young vulnerable Nagas 
will be the first victims of  the chaos 
and destruction which the wheel of  
tribalism will bring to our land. In 
this manner, the Young Nagas will 
not get the opportunity to lead the 
Nagas into the future; rather they 
will lead us down toward violence 
and chaos. Within ten years starting 
from now young Nagas has to initiate 
reformation era within Naga society 
if  youths do want to lead the Nagas 
into the future, old ideas and practic-
es cannot guarantee any reformation 
but the end. 

4. Entertainment Factors: The 
undeniable truth of  our traditional 
ways of  life is the rich Folk songs and 

dances. Present Nagas may be liv-
ing in the 21st century, but the same 
blood flows through our veins; how-
ever, the present Naga Youths have 
overdosed themselves on entertain-
ment (singing, dancing, fashion, con-
certs, watching TV shows, etc.) and a 
majority of  the young populace has 
neither the patience for reading nor 
listening. These two habits, reading 
and listening, is most vital for growth 
and development of  any individual 
and its society, non-stop entertain-
ment is not. Since we are obsessively 
engrossed with entertainment, Na-
gas are now a means, a tool of  en-
tertainment for other economically 
advanced communities. With regard 
to the reading habits, let me cite an 
example of  the Mizo youths: around 
thirty thousand copies of  a book on 
Mizo National Movement written by 
Mizo Nationalist leader, Zoramthon-
ga, was sold off  like hot cakes within 
its first week of  publication. Where-
as, in Nagaland, various books writ-
ten by Naga leading figures remain 
unsold and stockpile in many book-
stores. Alas! A modern Naga tragedy.  

The younger generation must al-
ways remember that the future lies in 
their hands alone, for there is no other 
who can build our society but them. 
Very many have destroyed our soci-
ety by promising us a better future. 
We can only save ourselves by follow-
ing the principle of  Non-Violence in 
spirit and in letter. However, the end 
is inevitable if  we, like in the past 
generations, zealously take comfort 
in one’s respective tribe’s numerical 
strength, in comparison with other 
Naga tribes, by resorting to violence 
and intimidation. If  we decide every 
issue by looking through the lens of  
a tribe and regional angle alone, such 
an outcome is not impossible, where 
our state will soon be overrun by 
neighboring states’ populace after we 
annihilate each other.

Violence is a disease, it spreads.
Advocate Pakinrichapbo 

pakinchawang@gmail.com

Our water is muddy, please don’t stir or shake 
it. Shallow waters are also noisy while 
clean waters run deep.

We have just observed 6th September as Peace 
or Ceasefire Day. It was also the Pochury ‘Black 
Day’ because of  what had happened at Matikhrü 
in 1960. What a paradox!

The call of  all Nagaland churches, led by 

NBCC, for Clean Election and “Let us reason to-
gether” is loud and clear.

We are all aware of  the public mood with all 
pent-up feelings and emotions at simmering points 
everywhere. Mob psychology of  violence has no 
role in a Christian state. There is an uneasy lull 
or quiet at all fronts. Battle lines are being drawn, 
people are being polarised and taking sides. It is 

the responsibility of  every sensible citizen to work 
hard to prevent anything unwanted or ugly.

People will speak when the time comes. 
In a democracy, there is always a proper way 

and a proper time. Together we can all work for a 
more peaceful and harmonising tomorrow.

Dr. Dietho-o
Kohima

Can Nagaland Change Abruptly?

 Protective Thinking
Are Young Nagas the Future or the Past?

The Paradox of 6th September: Violence is Preventable, Peace is Achievable

READERS’ MIRROR VIEWS & REVIEWS

God is lovingly working toward restoration and 
joy in and through the pain of our lives.

I recently stumbled across some of my journals from college and 
couldn’t resist taking time to reread them. Reading the entries, I 
realized I didn’t feel about myself then the same as I do today. My 

struggles with loneliness and doubts about my faith felt overwhelm-
ing at the time, but looking back now I can clearly see how God 
has carried me to a better place. Seeing how God gently brought 
me through those days reminded me that what feels overwhelming 
today will one day be part of a greater story of His healing love.

Psalm 30 is a celebration psalm that similarly looks back with 
amazement and gratitude on God’s powerful restoration: from sick-
ness to healing, from threat of death to life, from feeling God’s judg-
ment to enjoying His favor, from mourning to joy (vv. 2–3,11).

The psalm is attributed to David, to whom we owe some of the 
most pain-filled laments in Scripture. But David also experienced 
restoration so incredible he was able to confess, “Weeping may stay 
for the night, but rejoicing comes in the morning” (v. 5). Despite all 
the pain he had endured, David discovered something even great-
er—God’s powerful hand of healing.

If you are hurting today and need encouragement, recall those 
times in your past when God carried you through to a place of heal-
ing. Pray for trust that He will do so again.

Lord, when our struggles feel bigger than what we can handle, 

before.

Carried Through

DAILY
PATH

Following a traditional 
diet plan with the right 
amount of  fruits, veg-
etables, properly pre-

pared grains and mindfully se-
lected sources of  poultry and 
meat, can ensure good health, 
say experts.

Mahesh Jayaraman, medical 
researcher, therapist, health ad-
visor and co-founder of  health 
platform Sepalika.com, and 
Ishika Sachdev, nutritionist, list 
some things to keep in mind.

* Eat properly soaked and 
prepared staple foods, such 
as cereals (rice, maize, millet, 
sorghum, wheat and barley), 
starchy roots (potatoes, sweet 
potatoes, cassava and yams) and 
starchy fruit (plantains), at least 
once a day, as a source of  energy 
and to provide the body with 
necessary vitamins and miner-
als.

* Consume legumes such as 
beans, peas, lentils, groundnuts 
(including peanut butter) and or-
ganic and fermented soybeans to 

develop and repair the body and 
also to build up strong muscles.

* Eat animal and milk 
products, preferably grass-fed 
whenever available, regularly to 
strengthen muscles and the im-
mune system.

* Eat vegetables and fruit 
every day. They supply the es-
sential vitamins and minerals 
that keep the body functioning 
and the immune system strong.

* Drink sufficient water, at 
least 10 glasses a day.

* Before all meals, take 7-10 
deep slow breaths. Take this 
time to prepare your body for 
the food you are about to eat 
and to get your body into para-
sympathetic mode for optimal 
digestion and nutrient assimila-
tion.

* All food should be made 
into liquid before swallowing. 
Remember, your carbohydrates 
begin to digest in your mouth 
and not in your stomach. Do not 
take this step lightly.

Source: IANS

One in three animal 
parasites, one of  
the most threat-
ened groups of  life 

on Earth, may face extinction 
by 2070, as a result of  global 
climate change, a study has 
warned.

The study determined 
that parasites are even more 
threatened than the animal 
hosts they rely on and thus 
should be included in conver-
sations about conservation. 

Loss of  parasite, which 
help control wildlife num-
bers and keep energy flowing 
through food chains, could 
dramatically disrupt ecosys-
tems.

On the other hand, hav-
ing parasites indicates that the 
ecosystem has been stable. 

“Parasites are definitely 

going to face major extinc-
tion risk in the next 50 years,” 
said lead author Colin Carl-
son, graduate student at the 
University of  California - 
Berkeley.

“They are certainly as 
threatened as any other ani-
mal group,” Carlson added.

In the study, published 
in the journal Science Ad-
vances, the most catastrophic 
model predicted that more 
than a third of  parasite spe-
cies worldwide could be lost 
by 2070, while the most op-
timistic models predicted a 
loss of  about 10 per cent. 

“[Slowing climate 
change] has a really profound 
impact on extinction rates, 
but even in the best-case sce-
nario, we’re still looking at 
fairly major global changes,” 

Carlson said.
“Having parasites means 

the ecosystem has a diversity 
of  animals in it and that con-
ditions have been consistent 
long enough for these com-
plex associations to develop,” 
noted Anna J. Phillips, zoolo-
gist at the Smithsonian Insti-
tution National Museum of  
Natural History in Washing-
ton D.C.

For the study, 17 research-
ers from eight countries 
tracked geospatial informa-
tion of  457 parasite species 
including worms, fleas, lice 
and others. 

Using climate forecasts, 
the researchers compared 
these will be impacted by 
changes in climate under var-
ious scenarios.

Source: IANS

Get Nutrition Basics RightBy 2070, a Third of Animal 
Parasites May Be Extinct: Study

BIBLE READ:   PSALM 30:1–12  
THOUGHT FOR TODAY:

Weeping may stay for the night, but 
rejoicing comes in the morning. 

~  Psalm 30:5
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can help maintain a healthy microbiome 
of essential skin and gut bacteria

Today’s ASTRO-PREDICTION

ARIES (MAR 21 - APR 19): Someone could 
approach you today offering an opportunity 
to increase your income, which may seem too 
good to be true. It might be all they say, Ar-

ies, but look into the facts before making promises to go 
ahead with it. All may not be as it seems! Today isn’t a 
good day to commit to investments of  any kind. Wait a 
few days, consider the idea again, and see if  it’s workable.

TAURUS (APR 20 - MAY 20): Whatever 
your situation, Taurus, today you could en-
counter someone exciting who stirs a power-
ful romantic attraction within you. This can 

be delightful, and there’s no reason why you shouldn’t 
enjoy the company, but be a little cautious before taking 
any action. Get to know this person better before you 
decide on any sort of  involvement, casual or serious. All 

may not be as it seems.

GEMINI (MAY 21 - JUN 21): Annoying situ-
ations that arise today could have you feeling 
stressed, Gemini. A sudden desire to escape 

might enter your mind. Take care not to work out your 
frustrations by overindulging in food or drink. This could 
only make the situation worse. Focus on the tasks at hand 
and get them done. Follow that with a long walk to clear 
your head and a movie to get your mind off  it all.

CANCER (JUN 22 - JUL 22): Difficulty 
reaching others could plague you today, Can-
cer. emails might not go through or you could 
be stuck in endless telephone tag. You may want 

to stop trying, but don’t give up. Keep at it! Find something 
else to do while you’re waiting. You’ll make contact even-
tually. What you have to discuss with these friends could 
prove gratifying on more than one level.

LEO (JUL 23 - AUG 22): Upsets among 
family members in the home could drive you 
to escape it all and throw yourself  into your 
work, particularly creative projects of  some 

kind. This might be the right course of  action, Leo. The 
situation isn’t permanent, and perhaps the others in your 
household simply need to work things out for themselves. 
In the meantime, your work will give you satisfaction and 
perhaps even advancement.

VIRGO (AUG 23 - SEP 22): Don’t expect 
much luck with computers today, Virgo, partic-
ularly when it comes to writing or communicat-
ing with others. Malfunctions with technology 

could plague you throughout the day. If  you want to get a 
message to a friend, the best way might be to visit in per-
son! Creative efforts could be hindered the same way. To-
day is a great day to fall back on good old pen and paper.

LIBRA (SEP 23 - OCT 22): Upsetting news 
about money may come your way today, 
Libra. This could involve your personal fi-
nances or economic factors in general that 

indirectly affect your finances. Don’t panic. All may 
not be as it seems! Check the facts before acting. The 
situation could be real, but it’s more likely the product 
of  overblown journalism. Don’t believe everything 
you read.

SCORPIO (OCT 23 - NOV 21): A strong de-
sire for new romance, whether with a new or 
current partner, could prove overwhelming to-
day, Scorpio. You might be tempted to do what-

ever it takes to attain it. Don’t plunge ahead - this isn’t the 
day for it! It might cause problems. Go to a romantic movie 
or read a racy novel. Seek what you want in a few days. 
You should have better results by then!

SAGITTARIUS (NOV 22 - DEC 21): Some-
one you’re very fond of  could be in a difficult 
mood today. Don’t let your sensitivity get the 
better of  you, Sagittarius. Don’t take offense 

at what this person may say in frustration. Intuit what 
they’re feeling and be your usual compassionate self. 
This could strengthen your relationship and make you 
feel good, too.

CAPRICORN (DEC 22 - JAN 19): An unex-
pected meeting with a friend could leave you sens-
ing some strong emotions that your friend is expe-
riencing. These could be unsettling, Capricorn, so 

be prepared. Increased psychic awareness could cause you to 
pick up the thoughts and feelings of others more strongly than 
usual. This should increase your understanding of the person, 
but be careful not to reveal this understanding unless asked. It 
might prove too much for your friend right now.

AQUARIUS (JAN 20 - FEB 18): A sudden de-
sire for independence from the confines of a job, 
stagnant home life, or relationship that isn’t work-
ing could seem irresistible right now, Aquarius. 

You might have some outrageous ideas for changing jobs, 
moving, or finding a new partner. These ideas might be more 
workable than they seem, but this isn’t the day to make deci-
sions. Wait a few days and then consider your ideas again.

PISCES (FEB 19 - MAR 20): A warm, loving 
letter, phone call, or email could come today from 
someone dear who lives far away. This should be 
delightful, Pisces, but the frustrations that result 

from the separation could cause you to think about taking a 
trip to visit the person. This might be a good idea, but don’t 
make any promises. Wait a few days and look into the pos-
sibility to see if  it’s workable.

Ever since violence 
against the minority 
Rohingya Muslims in 
Myanmar resurfaced, 

Dil Mohammad has been living 
in tension silently as he desper-
ately tries to reach his brother’s 
phone back home.

“I am trying my brother’s 
number since August 25. But 
everytime I get a message that 
the number is switched off,” says 
Mohammad sitting in a hutment 
in south Delhi’s Shram Vihar 
area, where over 75 families of  
Rohingya Muslims from Myan-
mar have taken refuge for the last 
five years.

“I don’t know if  he is alive 
or dead,” Mohammad said in a 
choked voice. The last time he 
had spoken to his brother, about 
two weeks ago, he was told that 
“military personnel had sur-
rounded the village and were in-
dulging in mass killings”. 

Mohammad’s desperation is 
the story of  many who shared 
their experience with IANS dur-
ing a visit to the colony of  refu-
gees which does not have even 
the basic facilities required for 
human existence. 

It’s a choice between a rock 
and a hard place for them. But 
the residents of  this colony say 
they are indebted to India for the 
refuge given to them. They said 
they would like to return to their 
homeland once the situation be-
comes normal and they are as-
sured of  their rights. 

Shram Vihar is a small shan-
ty town in the southeastern part 
of  Delhi, where Mohammad, 
and several others like him live in 
hutments. The Indian Tri-colour 
is still seen fluttering on several 
hutments put up by the Rohing-
yas, remnants of  the celebrations 
of  Indian Independence Day on 
August 15.

All the refugees residing 
here have proper documents and 
identity cards given by the Unit-
ed Nations High Commissioner 
for Refugees (UNHCR). 

Sixty seven-year-old Mo-
hammad says they cannot repay 
India for whatever the country 
had done for them. “We only 
want justice from the world. We 
are also human beings. We want 
our identity back,” he said add-
ing that if  justice is done to them 
“we will go back to our mother-
land where our ancestors have 
been living for the last two cen-

turies.” 
Mohammad’s remarks came 

in the wake of  the ongoing hear-
ing in the Supreme Court against 
the deportation of  the Rohingya 
Muslims to Myanmar on several 
grounds, including the alleged 
violation of  international human 
rights conventions in Myanmar.

The Court had on Monday 
asked the Centre for a detailed 
reply on why it planned to deport 
thousands of  Rohingya refugees 
to Myanmar.

The Ministry of  Home Af-
fairs (MHA) had on August 8 
issued an Advisory titled ‘Iden-
tification of  illegal migrants 
and monitoring thereof ’, which 
emphasises the detection and 
deportation of  illegal migrants 
from the Rakhine State.

The Rohingyas are a Bengali-
speaking Muslim ethnic minor-
ity of  Myanmar who live in the 
western state of  Rakhine. They 
do not find mention in that coun-
try’s official listing of  135 ethnic 
communities and are thus not 
recognised as citizens by Myan-
mar.

Shahana Akhtar, 30, is busy 
in her kitchen trying to find out 
what to cook for her husband 
Mohammad Rafique who suf-

fered partial paralysis in the face 
a few days ago. “For the last 
three days, he has been unable 
to go for work. And now there 
is nothing left to cook,” she said. 
Akhtar has two children.

Recalling her days in her 
country before arriving in India, 
she said: “There we had our own 
land. We used to grow crops and 
feed our family. But now the en-
tire world has changed for us.

Akhtar had arrived in India 
in 2012 and has been living in the 
same refugee camp since then.

Mohammad Reyaz, in his 
late 20s, said that he felt bad 
when he heard some people say-
ing that Rohingyas would be de-
ported to Myanmar as they were 
a security threat to the country.

“Please ask our neighbours 
here. Have we ever posed any 
threat to any of  the people here?” 
he asks. “We are not terrorists, 
but refugees who are fighting for 
their identity,” he added.

Citing the harassment by My-
anmar authorities, Reyaz said, 
“All our rights were snatched by 
the government. Even the mar-
riages in our communities were 
banned,” adding that they were 
left with no choice: “Either run 
away or get killed.” 

Asked about what he wanted 
the Indian government to do, he 
said: “We want to urge the In-
dian government not to deport 
us to Myanmar as the conditions 
there are very volatile.”

He said everyday they hear 
news of  Rohingyas getting killed 
there. “Thousands of  houses 
have been burnt. Many people 
are fleeing the country just to 
find a shelter,” he added.

On Tuesday, Minister of  
Home Affairs Kiren Rijiju made 
it clear that Rohingya Muslims 
who had entered India to escape 
violence in their country have to 
go back.

Rijiju declared: “They (Ro-
hingyas) are illegal immigrants 
in India.”

Rijiju said they would be de-
ported to Myanmar but no force 
would be used. “We can’t throw 
them out just like that. We can’t 
dump them in the Bay of  Ben-
gal,” he said.

For Mohammad, Akhtar 
and Reyaz -- and thousands like 
them and their families -- that is 
another threat hanging over their 
desolate existence.

(Anand Singh can be contacted at 
anand.s@ians.in)

The longer the trip, the more heal-
ing occurs,’ says the geologist Peter 
Winn, who has been leading expe-
ditions down the Colorado River in 

the Grand Canyon since the 1960s. ‘Healing 
happens for people almost without excep-
tion.’

The most dramatic transformations that 
he’s observed have been in disabled military 
veterans on 16-day kayaking trips organised 
by a group called Team River Runner. ‘One 
army communications expert came home 
from Iraq so full of  shrapnel, he’d lost his 
ability to do even simple math, and would 
only say “Fuck you.”’ By the end of  the trip, 
he spoke eloquently and at length, in appre-
ciation of  both the Canyon and his fellow 
boaters. ‘Later his wife wrote to thank the 
crew and the river for getting her husband 
back.’

Another Team River Runner veteran, 
a helicopter mechanic and co-pilot in Iraq 
with shrapnel in her brain that couldn’t be 
removed, came to the river with suicidal 
tendencies. ‘She’d been in and out of  hospi-
tals and therapy for three years,’ Winn says. 
‘She didn’t want to kayak, so I taught her to 
row my raft. She ran all the rapids without 
flipping, then went home and got into com-
petitive road bicycling. She just won a major 
women’s race in Europe.’

I too was a Grand Canyon river guide 
in the 1970s and ’80s; I saw the universal 
changes on the 14-day trips we led. Passen-
gers made the trek to our rafts at Lees Ferry 
in Arizona, escaping deadlines, responsibili-
ties and overflowing voice- and (back then) 
paper-filled inboxes at home. In a matter 
of  days, they forgot about life above the 
rim while they plunged through legendary 
whitewater and hiked to hidden grottoes and 
waterfalls.

‘After three days, the passengers and the 
crew could really be on the river,’ recalls 
Louise Teal, an author and Colorado River 
guide. ‘People not only heal physically down 
there, they sometimes change their lives. 
They get or quit jobs, marry or divorce, be-
come river guides themselves.’

Teal and I were both passengers before 
we took up guiding – as she says, because 
we found the river ‘beautiful and intense, a 
completely fulfilling place to be’. With its 
soul-stirring sunsets, hypnotic rock walls, 
and endlessly flowing river, the Canyon pro-
vides the backdrop for restoration. Guides 
know that they only have to get passengers 
to the river, earn their trust, and take them 
deep into what Teal calls the ‘zillion-year-old 
rocks’ where, as she says, ‘the rest is cake’.

River guides might know that nature 

is transformative for the human body and 
psyche; but the mechanism behind such 
profound change is less universally agreed 
upon and understood. How nature heals had 
been little researched until 1982, when To-
mohide Akiyama, who was then secretary 
of  the Forest Agency in Japan, coined 
the term shinrin-yoku (‘forest bathing’) 
to describe the practice of  getting into 
the woods for body and mind renewal, 
to counter lifestyle-related health issues.

The tradition was already ages-old 
in Japan, but naming it went hand in 
hand with making recommendations for 
best practices: one should walk, sit, gaze and 
exercise among the trees; eat well-balanced 
meals of  organic, locally sourced food; and, 
if  available, immerse in hot springs. All five 
senses should be engaged, especially for cer-
tification as one of  Japan’s official Forest 
Therapy Bases, which are well-maintained, 
embraced by the local community, and 
which are required to show, in practitioners, 
a decrease in physiological markers such as 
levels of  the stress hormone cortisol after 
wandering in the woods.

When Akiyama recommended forest 
bathing all those years ago, he knew about 
the pioneering studies of  phytoncides – ba-
sically, pungent essential oils – conducted 
by the Soviet scientist Boris P Tokin in the 
1920s and ’30s. The oils, volatile compounds 
exuded by conifers and some other plants, 
reduce blood pressure and boost immune 
function, among other benefits.

In recent years, a host of  other mecha-
nisms have come to light – in fact, there are up 
to 21 possible pathways to improved health, 
according to a review paper in Frontiers in 
Psychology from scientists at the University 
of  Illinois at Urbana-Champaign. Among 
the elements that have been identified, of  
particular note are bright lights and negative 
air ions (oxygen atoms charged with an extra 
electron), known to ease depression; simple 
views of  nature, which enhance autonomic 
control of  heart rate and blood pressure; and 
even the sounds of  nature, which help us to 
recover from heightened stress.

Blood tests revealed a host of  protective 
physiological factors released at a higher lev-
el after forest, but not urban, walks. Among 
those hormones and molecules, a research 
team at Japan’s Nippon Medical School ticks 
off  dehydroepiandrosterone which helps to 
protect against heart disease, obesity and 
diabetes, as well as adiponectin, which helps 
to guard against atherosclerosis. In other re-
search, the team found elevated levels of  the 
immune system’s natural killer cells, known 
to have anti-cancer and anti-viral effects. 
Meanwhile, research from China found that 
those walking in nature had reduced blood 

levels of  inflammatory cytokines, a risk fac-
tor for immune illness, and research from Ja-
pan’s Hokkaido University School of  Medi-
cine found that shinrin-yoku lowered blood 
glucose levels associated with obesity and 
diabetes.

Studies showed that just three days and 
two nights in a wooded place increase the 
immune system functions that boost feelings 
of  wellbeing for up to seven days. The same 
amount of  time in a built environment has 
no such effect. Human response includes 
increased awe, greater relaxation, restored 
attention, and boosted vitality. Health out-
comes on the receiving end of  the pathway 
are astounding: enhanced immunity, includ-
ing reduced cardiovascular disease, fewer 
migraines, and lowered anxiety, to name but 
a few. According to Frances Ming Kuo , the 
lead author of  the University of  Illinois re-
view: ‘The cumulative effect could be quite 
large even if  many of  the individual path-
ways contribute only a small effect.’

Much of  the scientific evidence of  na-
ture’s benefits has been derived from study-
ing shinrin-yoku subjects. ‘Outside of  urban 
nature, most of  the peer-reviewed science 
has been done on northern temperate for-
ests,’ says Kathleen Wolf  of  the University 
of  Washington College of  the Environment. 
‘We know from the research that people re-
spond very favourably to water, for instance, 
whether a fountain in a healing garden or a 
river or shoreline environment. We know less 
about response to tropical environments or 
desert environments. And we do know that 
we don’t need endemic nature – ornamental 
nature or designed nature or even engineered 
nature can be effective.’

What we know is that we feel good out 
there, a notion firmly supported by science.

‘River running is so popular now,’ 
says Mike Finzel, a former guide, 
‘that it’s been years since I’ve been 
able to get a permit.’ Demand for 
what began as an arcane wilderness 
experience has burgeoned since its be-
ginnings in the 1950s and ’60s to the 
point where river recreationists in the United 
States compete for a set number of  put-in 
dates. Private river permits are managed by 
resource agencies through highly competi-
tive web-based lotteries. Similarly shinrin-
yoku, once known only as such in Japan, is 
growing in popularity in the West. Trainings 
for certified guides, taught all over the world, 

fill well in advance, despite sometimes-steep 
certification and membership fees.

What drives our search for nature im-
mersion? Susan Karle, a California-based 
certified forest therapy guide and long-time 
licensed marriage and family therapist, says: 

‘Nature was important to me growing 
up, and I returned to it because of  the 
seriousness of  the issues in my work with 
victims of  trauma and abuse.’ She found 
that simple daily sits under a giant live 
oak in her yard helped to sustain her. ‘A 
few years ago, I took my first guided na-

ture walk and found it so powerful that two 
weeks later I signed up for the five-day train-
ing to be a certified forest therapy guide in 
shinrin-yoku-style walks.’

These days, Karle’s outings begin with 
a sharing circle in a shady meadow, where 
some participants say that they hope to re-
claim the free and happy feeling of  being 
outdoors which they knew as children. Oth-
ers say that they’ve been feeling stressed and 
just need time out from responsibilities. Kar-
le might invite them to find stones to hold 
their worries for the day, then to toss them 
into a nearby creek. Choosing and discard-
ing worry stones is just one of  ‘literally hun-
dreds of  techniques we’ve tested’, says M 
Amos Clifford, the founder and director of  
the Association of  Nature and Forest Thera-
py Guides and Programs that trained Karle. 
‘About 40 techniques are keepers, meaning 
they work very well.’

‘People are willing to try shinrin-yoku right 
away because of  the solid research behind it,’ 
Karle says. One of  her clients had suffered 
great trauma following a death in the family, 
leading to a crushing sense of  isolation and 
depression. ‘She thought she’d need years of  
therapy,’ Karle says. ‘With shinrin-yoku, she 
reconnected to a sense of  hope and good-
ness, which had gone out of  her life. Being 
in nature with a trusted group helped speed 
her process so she graduated from therapy in 
less than a year. When she said she felt she 
was done, I said: “Yes, I think you are.”’

The essence of  prescriptive medicine, 
with specific dosages and intervals between 
consumption, downplays nature’s key role 
in our lives during our evolutionary histo-
ry. Some call shinrin-yoku a fitness trend, a 
movement to counter our modern obsessions 
with technology, a timeout in which we put 
away our devices and take the good old ‘na-

ture cure’. That sense of  nature as outside of  
us prevails mostly in the West; Eastern-based 
mindfulness practices and meditative tradi-
tions align more closely with human oneness 
with nature.

There’s an evolutionary component to 
that oneness. ‘Not only were we part of  na-
ture as we evolved,’ Wolf  says, ‘but we were 
dependent on it. We had to rely on our sens-
es, our intuition, and our responses in order 
to find food, water, shelter – the absolutely 
important things. We hunted or grew our 
food; we carried it back to the tribe.’

We’ve evolved a microbiology on our 
skin and in our gut – our microbiome – im-
portant to health and wellness, including 
even mental function. For example, stud-
ies with mice show that the bacterium My-
cobacterium vaccae, which abounds in for-
ested and mountainous areas, boosts the 
immune system within; human exposure 
to M vaccae, it’s been hypothesised, could 
thus help to prevent serious depression, 
suicidal thoughts and chronic immune 
dysfunction. In addition, immersion in en-
vironmental biodiversity – being in nature 
with a variety of  species – has been shown 
to help maintain a healthy microbiome of  
essential skin and gut bacteria. ‘The re-
search is starting to suggest that children 
who do not experience sufficient amounts 
of  nature at an early age do not develop 
proper immune functions to protect them 
as they get older,’ Wolf  says. ‘To be in na-
ture is to ingest those things that set up a 
healthy, thriving microbiome. And because 
of  the sterility of  some of  our cities, with 
no parks and no trees, without that inocu-
lation of  nature, children are set back.’

But even in cities, we can intervene: when 
endemic nature isn’t available, ornamental 
and designed nature is quite effective. Even 
necessary systems such as storm-water infra-
structure, designed to handle storm runoff  
and overflow, can also be designed to heal. 
Imagine a storm-water system with a second 
function as a natural habitat, complete with 
running water, vegetation, microbial life and 

a whole host of  diversity, all geared to 
enhance human wellness. When a wild 
river isn’t right at hand, we might wan-
der down to a water-treatment micro-
park, designed with natural elements 
that restore us to health.

Colorado River guides know that 
nature enhances our physical and mental 
lives. ‘For decades, I’ve believed that I’m 
part of  nature,’ Winn says, ‘not separate 
from it or “above” it. Many years ago, I 
studied Zen Buddhism and learned to med-
itate. Eventually I found that just hanging 
out on desert rivers had the same effect as 
meditation – no stress.’

The local dailies 
in Nagaland are 
greatly appreciat-
ed for its dedicated 

service to the people of  
the State. We get all kinds 
of  news inside our doors 
through local dailies. We 
find local Newspapers in 
most of  the homes in towns 
and villages. Yet subscrip-
tion of  Newspapers has 
become a fashion for many 
people. Why do I say this? 
This is because many peo-
ple just buy local dailies 
without reading the con-
tent. They only buy with-
out any/proper reading. 
There may be some people 
who only buy and keep it 
safe in the store room only 
for the rats to read and en-
joy. The habit of  reading 
must be cultivated. It does 
not come instantly like rain 
drops. Subscription of  lo-
cal dailies may not fashion 
your life, yet reading them 
can fashion your inner self. 
This is the goal, and we can 
achieve it.

Readings activate our 
minds and move our hearts 
towards a just life. All that 
is published in the News-

papers need not be true. 
There are some news/pa-
pers which favour one side 
of  life; politics, church or 
social life. We need to sieve 
the alphabets, letters and 
ideas and critically establish 
our own reflection.The abil-
ity to derive our conclusion 
and reflection gives taste to 
our dormant life.

The earth revolves 
around the sun bringing 
forth cold and heat, spring, 
summer, autumn and win-
ter.Likewise, there are hot 
and cold news, calm and 
fresh news. The way you 
read them will make you 
likewise. The present world 
is built around ideas. Good 
ideas can construct our life, 
bad ideas can destroy indi-
viduals.  

Let us see the world 
through the local dailies and 
find our place in it, for we 
are part of  the bigger planet. 
Do not just buy Newspa-
pers for its own sake; rather 
snatch them to gain the ker-
nel of  life. 

With Gratefulness, 
Rev. Fr. G. L. Khing

Kohima
tisislawkhing@gmail.com

Amid Fear of Deportation, Rohingyas Seek ‘Justice From World’

The Healing Power of Nature

Are You a Buyer or Reader?
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A file photo of gangster Abu 
Salem.

PTI

Skill Development Club, Phek Government College organised activities on electrification, fast food cook-
ing, and recycle and reuse on September 5, for students and teachers. Instructors gave hands on training 
to the participants.

Members of the Dimasa community of Bamunpukhuri village seen here during a community fishing event at Diphu River on Thursday. 

Abu Salem escapes noose, two get 
death in 1993 Mumbai blasts case

Sitharaman takes charge, says preparedness 
of forces; Make in India top priority 

‘21k people disclose Rs 4,900 
cr. black money under PMGKY’ 

Three derailment and one near miss, railways face tough day

Kuzholuzo and orgs. condemn murder

Longleng DPDB recommends 
recognition of schools 

Mumbai, Sep. 7 (IANS): 
Gangster Abu Salem on 
Thursday escaped the death 
penalty in the 1993 Mum-
bai blasts case as a Special 
TADA Court here sentenced 
two convicts to death while 
awarding him a life sentence.

The prosecution had 
demanded a maximum sen-
tence of 25 years in accord-
ance with the provisions of  
the extradition treaty with 
Portugal that bars extreme 
punishment for him.

“The government will 
take a decision on this mat-
ter now under the Criminal 
Procedure Code, whether to 
commute the life sentence 
to 25 years in accordance 
with the extradition treaty 
provisions,” Special Public 
Prosecutor Deepak Salve 
told IANS.

He added that as per 
Indian laws, life sentence is 
imprisonment till death, but 
under Portuguese laws, the 
maximum punishment is 
25 years, neither life nor the 
death penalty.

Special Judge G.A. San-
ap pronounced the death 
verdict on Mohammed 
Taher Merchant, 55 and 

Feroze Abdul Rashid Khan, 
47, for their role in the blasts, 
said Salvi.

Besides Salem, 50, the 
Special Court sent Karimul-
lah Khan, 55, to jail for life, 
and fifth convict, Riyaz Sid-
diqui, 67, to 10 years rigor-
ous imprisonment.

“As per the Extradition 
Treaty between India-Por-
tugal, this is the maximum 
sentence permissible to him 
since the death penalty is 
banned in Portugal where he 
was first arrested,” Salve said 
after the verdict.

The judge also slapped 
varying amounts of  fines 
on the convicts after find-
ing them guilty on various 
charges, including murder, 
hatching a criminal conspir-
acy to carry out the blasts, 
waging a war against the 
nation, supplying arms and 
ammunition, and other seri-
ous offences, Salve told me-
dia persons after the ruling.

All the six accused, 
including Mustafa Dossa, 
were earlier pronounced 
guilty by the Special Court 
on June 16. However Dossa, 
60, died of a heart attack on 
June 28.

Dimapur, Sep 7 (EMN): The DAN 
Chairman and leader NPF legisla-
tor party, Kuzholuzo Nienu has 
strongly condemned the barbaric 
act of  Toishe, Daniel Yimchunger 
and Avituo, murdering an innocent 
and honest man Swuduve Nakro on 
September 2, stating that such act 
was beyond one’s imagination.

Nienu in condemnation note 
stated that such murderers do not 
have a place to stay in Naga society 
and appealed the competent author-
ity should award befitting punish-
ment to the accused.

He also stated that the State 
capital almost witnessed like March 
4, 2015 incident on September 
6, where the angered taxi drivers 
converged at South Police Station 
demanding to hand over the accused 
to the public.

Nienu appealed the State govern-
ment to take necessary steps to bring 
back normal situation in the state 
and also urged to grant ex-gratia to 
the victim family since Nakro was 
the only bread earner in the family.

VCP: The Village Council of Pho-
lami (VCP) is utterly shocked at the 
inhumane brutality and gruesome 
murdered of  Swuduve Nakro on 
the fateful night of September 2 at 
Zhievu-Zie, Chiechema. 

The village council urged the 
law enforcing authority, judiciary, 
and prosecutor not to grant bail 
and award capital punishment to 
the murderers. Failing to fulfill their 
demand, the VCP stated that the ar-
rested culprits must be handover to 
them at any cost.  

The council also cautioned that 
any family members, individuals, 
or organisations try to bail out the 
culprits, will be doing at their own 
risk and the village will not be held 
responsible for any outcomes and 
consequences, for which the village 
council added that it will take its own 
course of action as per law of land. 

VCP appealed to the State gov-
ernment to provide suitable and sus-
tainable job to the family of Nakro. 

Meanwhile, VCP extended its 
sincere appreciation to the Dis-
trict Administration and Police of  
Kohima and Zunheboto for their 
prompt action leading to arrest of  
the culprits within 48 hours. The 
council also expressed gartitute to 
the people of  Cheichama village, 
various organisations of Cheichama 
village for being with them in their 
most anguish moment and arranged 
an honourable journey for Nakro on 
his last journey to Pholami village. 
VCP thanked various social media 
groups and individuals for their 
noble gestures shown from the time 
when he went missing and prayer 
support extended after the tragedy 
and ANTA for their support. 

Kami village: The Village Council 
Kami and Youth Society have vehe-
mently condemned the brutal kill-
ing of Swuduve Nakro of Pholami 
village, the innocent taxi owner and 
driver of the family bread earner.

In a joint condemnation note, 
the village council and youth body 
appealed the authority to award 
befitting punishment to the culprits 
as per the law of the land and not to 
bail out the convicts for committing 
such barbaric and heinous crime. 
Further, the village conveyed deepest 
condolences to the bereaved family 
members and pray for the departed 
soul to rest in peace.

BJYM Wokha: The Bharatiya Ja-
nata Yuva Morcha (BJYM), Wokha 
District has condemned the cold-
blooded murder of Swuduve Nakro 
of Phomlami village, driver of local 
taxi on September 2.

The BJYM while appreciating 
the swift action of the law enforcing 
agency appealed to the concerned 
authority to reward befitting punish-
ment as per law. It also conveyed 

condolences and pray for solace of  
the bereaved family members.

Further, the BJYM also ex-
pressed regret that the vehicle was 
reportedly hired towards Wokha 
which could have led to misunder-
standing along tribal lines but wished 
that good sense prevailed.

PNUK: Poumai Naga Union Ko-
hima (PNUK) has vehemently 
condemned the murder of Swüdüve 
Nakro whose dead body was found 
on September 3 between Chiechama 
village and Nachama village. 

The union while lauding the 
state police for its swift action in 
arresting the culprits also urged the 
concerned authority to award befit-
ting and exemplary punishment. 

The union president Sülunii 
Rapaobamai on behalf  of  the all 
Poumais living in Kohima town 
conveyed condolence to the bereaved 
family members and pray for the 
departed soul to rest in rest.  

BJP Phek: The BJP Phek district has 
express strong resentment against 
the barbaric and heinous crime 
committed on its party member and 
unit president of  Pholami village, 
Swuduve Nakro, who was murder 
on the fateful night of September 2 
and recovered on September 3 near 
Dzuvuzie between Chiechama and 
Nachama village junction on the 
pretext of going to Wokha.

In a condemnation note, Presi-
dent Nuchutso Ruho while con-
demning the act in a highest term 
also appreciated the police for quick 
and prompt action in arresting the 
culprits involved in the gruesome 
act. The BJP Phek appealed the law 
enforcing agencies to carry out an 
impartial investigation and called 
upon every right thinking citizen not 
to bail them out but award befitting 
punishment to the murderers as per 
the law so that it would serve as an 
example in future. The BJP Phek 

appealed the State government to 
provide ex-gratia to the bereaved 
family. It also conveyed condolences 
to the bereaved family and pray for 
the departed soul to rest in peace.

KUK: The Khomi Union, Kohima 
(KUK) has condemned the murder 
of one of its members Swüdüve Na-
kro of Pholami village by the Toishe 
Aye, Daniel Yimchunger, and Avito 
Zhotso on September 2 at Zhievuzie 
between Chiechama and Nachama. 

The KUK urged upon the au-
thorities to award befitting penalty  
with the degree of the crime com-
mitted by the three habitual offend-
ers without delay in order to deliver 
justice and also to deter recurrence 
of such crime on the life of innocent 
citizens in future. 

The union conveyed condo-
lences to the bereaved family and 
pray for the departed soul to rest in 
eternal peace. 

YUK: The Yimchungru Union 
Kohima (YUK) has vehemently 
condemned the inhuman and mer-
ciless act of those insane killers of  
Sweduve Nakro, an innocent local 
taxi driver. 

While appreciating the police 
personnel for prompt arrest of  the 
three accused, the union also urged 
the law enforcing agency not to grant 
bail to criminals at any cost but to 
award the befitting an exemplary 
punishment as the degree of offence 
committed by them is intolerable 
and condemnable by every right 
thinking citizen. 

The union also extended its un-
flinching support to All Nagaland 
Taxi Association (ANTA) in their 
demand against inhuman act meted 
out to one of its members. The un-
ion urged the authority concerned 
for speedy delivery of justice to the 
victim. Further, the union conveyed 
condolences and pray for comforts 
ans strenght to the bereaved family.

Dimapur, Sep 7 (EMN): 
The District Planning & De-
velopment Board (DPDB) 
meeting of  Longleng was 
held under the chairmanship 
of the Deputy Commission-
er, Y. Denngan Avennoho 
Phom on September 6 at the 
DC’s conference hall.

The DC in his welcome 
note thanked the officers for 
successful conduct of Inde-
pendence Day celebration 
and Mock Drill Exercise in 
the district. He appealed to 
the officers to extend coop-
eration and maintain cor-
dial relationship among the 
HODs to venture the task 
ahead jointly in the district. 
He also informed that every 
officer will be assigned with 
election duty and urged the 
officers to be present in their 
posting place.

The Vice President PPC 
also reminded the officers to 
be in their posting to redress 
grievances of the public. He 
also thanked the officers 
for their contribution and 
support for renovation of  
Longleng Changtongya 
road. He further advised the 
officers to construct security 
fencing in their respective of-
fices to avoid encroachment 
by the private individuals. 

The board also delib-
erated at length over the 

management of  Rs. 5 lakh 
donated by Parliamentary 
Secretary RD, Pangnyu 
Phom during Independence 
Day celebration. The PPC 
clarified that it was resolved 
to utilize the amount jointly 
by the PPC, Drivers’ Union 
and the District Administra-
tion. 

The DC also urged the 
PPC to utilize that money 
judiciously for the devel-
opment of  the district and 
asked the concerned parties 
to submit the report on ex-
ecution of the work and its 
expenditure. 

The ADC Longleng also 
reminded the departments 
who have not submitted 
their contribution for repair-
ing of the road to submit to 
the SDO civil Longleng at 
the earliest. 

T h e  E E  P H E D , 
Longleng Er. Benjongtoshi 
submitted the proposal 
along with DPR for wa-
ter supply to Longleng Hq. 
He also highlighted DPR 
project and suggested to 
forward the project to the 
DoNER through the plan-
ning department for early 
implementation. The board 
recommended and forward-
ed the proposal. 

The board also recom-
mended the approval of  

declining of Higher Second-
ary (HS) Section from Yingli 
College as per the UGC 
norms and establishment of  
Higher Secondary Science 
and Commerce at Bautung 
Memorial Higher Second-
ary School, Longleng. The 
Board further recommended 
for recognition and registra-
tion of Mount Sinai School 
at Hukphang village.

The DAO Longleng Dr. 
D.K. Chetri also apprised 
the board about the harmful 
effects of pesticide and other 
chemical fertilizer to the 
consumers. He said aware-
ness should be created to the 
public and suggested to ban 
it in the district. Supplement-
ing to the DAO the CMO 
Longleng, Dr. Ritu informed 
that the medical department 
has banned DDT powder 
due to misuse by public.   

The ADC Tamlu T. 
Renabemo Odyuo also 
spoke and reported about 
landslide and blockage of  
road under his jurisdiction 
due to incessant rain during 
the monsoon. He informed 
that the matter was also 
reported to the DC and the 
EE PWD (RB) for neces-
sary action. He further 
requested the concerned 
department to clear the 
road at the earliest.      

Dimapur, Sep 7 (EMN): The Di-
masa community of Bamunpukhuri 
Village engaged in a community 
fishing programme on September 7 
at Diphu River, Bamunphuri village, 
under Dimapur district.

The villagers used a traditional 
method of fishing: they used roots 
of a special plant that are believed to 
immobilize the fish, according to the 
press release. The villagers pounded 
the roots of  the plant; the juice of  

the plant then affected the fish after 
which the villagers took them in, 
they stated.

The objective of  the event was 
to preserve the local fishing practices 
of  the Dimasa people and also to 

‘convey the message to the people 
not to practice the method of fishing 
using chemicals or poison, dynamite 
etc. Such destructive practices result 
in irreversible damage to aquatic life 
and ecosystems, it was informed.

They were convicted 
and sentenced under various 
laws including Indian Penal 
Code, TADA, Explosives 
Act, Explosive Substances 
Act, Prevention of Damage 
to Public Property Act and 
others.

For perpetrating their 
heinous acts, the conspira-
tors acquired and smuggled 
deadly arms and ammu-
nition, detonators, hand 
grenades and nearly three 
tonnes of  the deadly RDX 
(Research & Development 
Explosive - or Cyclotri-
methylene Trinitramine), 
which was used for the first 
time after World War II on 

such a scale.
However, another ac-

cused Abdul Qayyum, 64, 
was acquitted from the case 
for lack of  sufficient evi-
dence against him and later 
released from jail.

The much-awaited ver-
dict on the quantum of sen-
tencing came 24 years after 
the March 12, 1993 serial 
blasts and nearly 80 days af-
ter they were found guilty.

At least 27 other ac-
cused in the case, including 
dreaded mafia don Dawood 
Ibrahim Kaskar and Tiger 
Memon, who mastermined 
the blasts, continue to elude 
the investigators and are 
declared absconders.

This was the second leg 
of the Mumbai blasts trial, 
the earlier having been com-
pleted in 2007 with the con-
viction of 100 accused out of  
123 who were arrested and 
charged, including Bolly-
wood actor Sanjay Dutt and 
Yakub Memon, the brother 
of absconder Tiger Memon.

While Dutt complet-
ed his sentence in jail and 
walked out in February 
2016, Memon was hanged 
on July 30, 2015.

In the first phase of what 
is probably the longest terror 
case trial in India, the then 
Special TADA Court Judge 
P. D. Kode sentenced 12 
convicts to death, 20 to life 
terms, and other varying 
sentences to the remaining.

Later in March 2013, 
the Supreme Court had up-
held the death sentence of  
Yakub Memon, commuted 
the capital punishment for 
10 others to life sentences, 
and upheld the life imprison-
ment of 16 others.

On a quiet afternoon of  
March 12, 1993, the coun-
try’s commercial capital 
was shattered by a series of  
13 blasts in quick succession 
at various locations in the 
city and suburbs, creating 
the worst unprecedented 
mayhem in the country, 
killing 257 and injuring 700 
others.

The prime targets includ-
ed the Air India Building, 
Bombay Stock Exchange, 
Zaveri Bazar, then existing 
five star hotels, Hotel Sea-
Rock and Hotel Juhu Cen-
taur, and others leading to 
damage to public and private 
properties worth Rs 27 crore.

New Delhi, Sep. 7 (IANS): Nirmala Sith-
araman on Thursday assumed charge as 
India’s first full-time woman Defence Minis-
ter, and asserted she would be a “round-the-
clock” Minister, with focus on preparedness 
of the armed forces, welfare of soldiers and 
indigenous defence production.

Sitharaman was received at South Block, 
which houses the Defence Ministry, by 
predecessor Arun Jaitley, Minister of State 
for Defence Subhash Bhamre, Defence 
Secretary Sanjay Mitra, Secretary Defence 
Production A.K. Gupta, Chairman DRDO 
S. Christopher and other senior officials. 

Two priests were present at her office to 
offer prayers as she took over the new charge.

“I shall ensure that all defence priorities 
are well attended to. I will be available round 
the clock,” Sitharaman said after taking 
charge.

“My priority will definitely be the prepar-
edness of the armed forces. It is important 
that the armed forces receive all the attention 
in terms of  getting necessary endowment 
and equipment to perform their duties with 
the best of equipment available,” she said.

“I will attend to all long-pending issues 
(related to defence), and in consultation 
with the Prime Minister and the cabinet... 
the Cabinet Committee on Security... and 
ensure that those issues get resolved,” Sith-
araman said.

The Minister said indigenous manu-
facturing in defence will be one of the key 
areas for her, as envisioned in Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi’s flagship Make in India 
programme.

“Make in India in defence production 

is very important for India’s defence capa-
bilities... It is something that will be of great 
importance to us,” she said.

Pointing out that India was one of the 
biggest defence equipment buyers in the 
world, Sitharaman said domestic defence 
production will receive a boost due to tech-
nology transfer to the country.

She said the welfare of soldiers and their 
families was also one of her top priorities. 
“Although I am saying this at the end, cer-
tainly not least in importance is the armed 
forces’ families and their welfare.”

“Soldiers (deployed) on the toughest 
border, challenging situations, should remain 
absolutely assured that their interests are be-
ing watched.”

The new Defence Minister approved a 
grant of  around Rs 13 crore for 8,685 ex-
servicemen, widows and dependants from the 
Armed Forces Flag Day Fund. She also ap-
proved financial assistance out of the Raksha 
Mantri Ex-Servicemen Fund, a statement said.

Sitharaman, a former Commerce and 
Industry Minister, was elevated to Cabinet 
Minister rank and given charge of the crucial 
defence portfolio in Sunday’s cabinet reshuf-
fle by Prime Minister Narendra Modi.

She could not take charge until Thursday 
as Arun Jaitley, who was holding additional 
charge of Defence, was on a visit to Japan for 
a bilateral dialogue.

Sitharaman is the first woman to hold 
full-time charge of the defence portfolio. In 
the past, then Prime Minister Indira Gandhi 
held the portfolio twice -- from December 
1 to December 21, 1975, and January 14, 
1980, to January 15, 1982.

New Delhi, Sep. 7 (PTI): 
Black money worth Rs 
4,900 crore was disclosed 
by 21,000 people under 
the Pradhan Mantri Garib 
Kalyan Yojna (PMGKY), 
the stash money declaration 
window announced by the 
government post demoneti-
sation, an official said today.

The Income Tax Depart-
ment, a top government of-
ficial told PTI, has collected 
a tax of  Rs 2,451 crore till 

now from these declarations.
These are now the final 

figures,” the official said, 
adding that the I-T depart-
ment is now following up 
the legal processes with the 
declarants in few cases.

T h e  s c h e m e  w a s 
launched in December last 
year by the government to en-
able people with black money 
to come clean by paying tax 
and penalty of 50 per cent. It 
closed on March 31 this year.

New Delhi/Sonbhadra/
Khandala, Sep. 7 (PTI): 
Three trains jumped off the 
tracks and another derail-
ment was averted today in 
Uttar Pradesh, New Delhi 
and Maharashtra within a 
span of nine hours, the latest 
in a string of such incidents 
which saw the exit of Suresh 
Prabhu as railway minister 
in the Cabinet reshuffle last 
Sunday.

Luckily, barring injury 
to a passenger in the mishap 
in the national capital, no 

casualties were reported in 
other incidents.

The first derailment oc-
cured at 6:25 am when seven 
coaches of  the Jabalpur-
bound Shaktipunj Express 
went off the tracks near the 
Obra Dam station in UP’s 
Sonbhadra district.

Within hours, at around 
11:45 pm, the Ranchi-Delhi 
Rajdhani Express derailed 
near Minto bridge in the 
national capital, leaving one 
person injured. These were 
folowed by yet another derail-

ment of a goods train in Ma-
harashtra’s Khandala at 3:55 
pm, railway officials said.

An accident was averted 
after locals spotted a frac-
ture in a track between Far-
rukhabad and Fatehgarh in 
UP, minutes before the Ka-
lindi Express was scheduled 
to pass the place, officials 
said in Farrukhabad.

Ironically, these mishaps 
occurred on a day Piyush 
Goyal, the new railway min-
ister, chaired a high-level 
meeting with Railway Board 

officials to discuss ways for en-
suring safe operation of trains.

The spate of derailments 
over the past few weeks has 
raised concerns over the 
safety of railway operations 
despite large-scale overhaul 
of the infrastructure of the 
public sector transporter in 
the last couple of years.

Railway Ministry offi-
cials said today’s derailments 
did not result in any major 
damage or casualties as all 
of  them were approaching 
stations and were travelling 

at slow speed.
Saxena said while the 

Shaktipunj incident occurred 
at around 6:25 in the morn-
ing, the passengers were off  
to Jabalpur by 7:28 am.

The hattrick of  derail-
ments are the first since 
Goyal shifted to Rail Bha-
van after the Cabinet recast. 
Suresh Prabhu, his predeces-
sor, had reportedly offered 
to step down taking moral 
responsibility for two previ-
ous accidents.

On August 20, 14 coach-

es of the high-speed Kalinga-
Utkal Puri Haridwar Ex-
press had derailed in Uttar 
Pradesh’s Muzaffarnagar 
district, killing at least 23 
people and leaving scores 
injured. The train was on its 
way to Haridwar from Puri.

Three days later, nine 
coaches of  the Delhi-bound 
Kaifiyat Express had derailed 
in the Auraiya district of Uttar 
Pradesh after it collided with a 
dumper, which had strayed on 
to the tracks, leaving around 
100 passengers injured.
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 This Sept. 6, 2017 photo provided by the Dutch Defense Ministry shows storm damage in the a ermath 
of Hurricane Irma, in St. Maarten. Irma cut a path of devasta on across the northern Caribbean, leaving 
thousands homeless a er destroying buildings and uproo ng trees. 

Hurricane Irma toll hits 10, 
increasing threat for Florida

British MPs begin debating crucial Brexit bill

Netanyahu orders cancellation of Al Jazeera reporters’ credentials

Seoul completes installation of THAAD anti-missile system 

Heavy rains kill 164 in Pak

China: UN should take ‘necessary measures’ on N Korea

Syrian Air Force responsible 
for April sarin attack: UN

15 states, DC sue Trump administration over ending DACA

San Juan (Puerto Rico), 
Sep. 7 (PTI/AP): Fearsome 
Hurricane Irma cut a path of  
devastation across the north-
ern Caribbean, leaving at 
least 10 dead and thousands 
homeless after destroying 
buildings and uprooting 
trees on a track today that 
could lead to a catastrophic 
strike on Florida.

The most potent Atlantic 
Ocean hurricane ever, Irma 
weakened only slightly today 
morning and remained a 
powerful Category 5 storm 
with winds of 180 mph (285 
kph), according to the US 
National Hurricane Center.

The storm was increas-
ingly likely to rip into heav-
ily populated South Florida 
early Sunday, prompting 
the governor to declare an 
emergency and officials to 
impose mandatory evacua-
tion orders for parts of  the 

Miami metro area and the 
Florida Keys. Forecasters 
said it could punish the en-
tire Atlantic coast of Florida 
and rage on into Georgia 
and South Carolina.

“This could easily be 
the most costly storm in US 
history, which is saying a lot 
considering what just hap-
pened two weeks ago,” said 
Brian McNoldy, a hurricane 
researcher at the University 
of  Miami, alluding to the 
damage caused by Hurri-
cane Harvey.

French Interior Minister 
Gerard Collomb told France 
Info radio that eight had 
died and 23 injured in the 
country’s Caribbean island 
territories, and he said the 
toll on Saint- Martin and 
Saint-Barthelemy could be 
higher because rescue teams 
have yet to finish their in-
spection of the islands.

“The reconnaissance 
will really start at daybreak,” 
Collomb said.

At a news conference, 
Collomb also said 100,000 
food rations have been sent 
to the islands, the equivalent 
of four days of supplies.

“It’s a tragedy, we’ll need 
to rebuild both islands,” he 
said. “Most of  the schools 
have been destroyed.” 

French President Em-
manuel Macron’s office said 
he will go to the islands has 
soon as weather conditions 
permit.

In the United Kingdom, 
the government said Irma in-
flicted “severe and in places 
critical” damage to the Brit-
ish overseas territory of An-
guilla. Foreign Office Min-
ister Alan Duncan said the 
Caribbean island took the 
full force of the hurricane.

He told lawmakers today 

London, Sep. 7 (PTI): British lawmak-
ers today began debating a crucial Bill 
that will end the supremacy of Euro-
pean Union (EU) law and replace them 
with domestic statute on the day Britain 
leaves the economic bloc.

The EU (Withdrawal) Bill will con-
vert all existing EU laws, dating back 
over 40 years, into UK law in time for 
Brexit by March 2019.

Opening the debate in the House 
of Commons alongside Prime Minister 
Theresa May, the UK’s minister for 
exiting the EU David Davis said the bill 
was “the next step in the historic proc-
ess of honouring that decision” made 
in the EU referendum and will ensure 
that “on the day we leave, businesses 
know where they stand”.

He told MPs: “I stand ready to 
listen to those who offer improvements 
to the bill in the spirit of preparing our 
statute book for withdrawal from the 
European Union.” 

He urged all parties to work with 
the government “in the spirit of collab-
oration”, rejecting Opposition claims 
that he was attempting to change laws 
without proper Parliamentary scrutiny.

“It is only what is necessary for a 
smooth exit and to provide stability,” 
he said.

However, the passage of the Bill is 
expected to prove a tumultuous task for 
May as she faces a cross-party rebellion.

The Opposition Labour party has 
refused to vote for the Bill in its current 

form, describing it as a “power grab” on 
the part of the Conservative party-led 
government by using so-called Henry 
VIII powers to make laws by “decree”.

May’s own Tory MPs have been 
unifying behind a plan for a cross-party 
committee of peers and MPs to moni-
tor such powers going forward.

But with the support of the Demo-
cratic Unionist Party (DUP), the Tories 
are expected to get the Bill through its 
parliamentary hurdle, with some Con-
servative backbenchers claiming they 
reserve the right to amend and improve 
it at a later stage.

While overturning the 1972 Euro-
pean Communities Act, which took the 
UK into the then European Economic 
Community, the new legislation will 
ensure all direct EU laws applying to 
the UK will be transferred onto the 
statute book and continue to have legal 
force after the UK’s withdrawal.

MPs are considering the general 
principles of the bill at its Second Read-
ing which started today, with the first 
votes expected by Monday.

A Labour party spokesperson said: 
“In this bill, the government is making 
a power grab to change a whole set of  
legislation and rules without recourse 
to Parliament.

“That ranges from the date of  
Brexit to the amount of  money paid 
to the EU to employment and social 
legislation and environmental legisla-
tion. Under the proposals, the Brexit 

secretary can make these changes at 
the stroke of a pen. That is completely 
undemocratic.” 

The UK government has claimed 
up to 1,000 statutory instruments will 
be needed to modify EU laws that be-
come obsolete or do not operate as they 
should after Brexit and any corrections 
will be largely technical in nature.

The debate in Parliament came as 
Britain came under fresh criticism from 
the EU side on the ongoing negotiation 
process for Brexit. EU’s chief  Brexit 
negotiator, Michel Barnier, said the 
UK appears to be going backwards on 
agreeing a Brexit financial settlement.

“It seems to be backtracking on the 
original commitment to honour its past 
commitments. There is a problem of  
confidence here,” he said.

On the continued disagreement 
over the so-called divorce bill, he said: 
“You cannot have 27 countries paying 
for commitments made by 28.” 

European leaders will be asked to 
determine if  the UK has made suf-
ficient progress on the Brexit divorce 
issues at a European Council summit 
scheduled for October to be able to 
move the talks on to the future trade re-
lationship between the UK and the EU. 

The process is set on a two-year 
countdown since Article 50 of the Lis-
bon Treaty relating to leaving the EU 
was invoked by Prime Minister May 
in March following a referendum in 
favour of Brexit in June 2016.

Tel Aviv, Sep. 7 (IANS): 
Israeli Prime Minister Ben-
jamin Netanyahu has or-
dered the cancellation of  
the credentials of  all Al 
Jazeera reporters in the 
country and reiterated his 
intention to shut the Qatari 
news network’s bureau, 
the Government Press Of-
fice (GPO) announced on 
Thursday.

“At the same time, the 
Prime Minister instructed 
that legal steps be taken to 

deny the press cards of  all 
Al Jazeera journalists work-
ing in Israel and to close 
their office,” said the GPO.

On August 30, the press 
office said it would not can-
cel the credentials of an Al 
Jazeera reporter, Elias Kar-
ram, after holding a hearing 
over his alleged support of  
Palestinian “resistance”, re-
ports Xinhua news agency.

Karram was called for 
the hearing after a television 
interview he gave in 2016 

surfaced. 
In the interview, he said 

“as a Palestinian journalist 
in an occupied area or in a 
conflict zone, media work 
is an integral part of the re-
sistance and its educational 
political activity”.

Karram was summoned 
for the hearing at the re-
quest of  Israel’s Commu-
nications Minister Ayoob 
Kara, who asked the GPO 
to revoke the press cards of  
Al Jazeera personnel in Is-

rael on the grounds that the 
network was “inciting and 
agitating violence in a way 
that harmed the security of  
the state”.

Karram, 40, is an Is-
raeli citizen who resides in 
Nazareth, and has had a 
GPO card as an Al Jazeera 
reporter since 2011. 

Foreign journalists need 
to hold GPO cards to enter 
official events and to get in 
and out of  the West Bank 
and Gaza Strip.

Seoul, Sep. 7 (IANS): South Korea on 
Thursday completed the deployment of  
the Terminal High Altitude Area De-
fence (THAAD) anti-missile system, 
built by the US, on its territory with the 
installation of four additional missile 
interceptors amid overnight clashes be-
tween residents and the security forces 
that left dozens injured.

Locals opposed its deployment 
over its potential environmental impact 
as well as over concerns that it might 
make them a direct target of a North 
Korean attack, Efe news reported.

Due to the growing threat posed by 
North Korea’s repeated weapons tests, 
the government decided to press on 
with the system’s provisional deploy-
ment. Some 8,000 policemen were 
sent to the site in response to some 400 
protesters who formed human chains 
and tried to stop the launchers being 
brought to the nearby artillery base.

South Korean Prime Minister Lee 
Nak-yon admitted that the decision to 
deploy the THAAD was difficult but 
necessary in order to “protect the lives 
and safety of  the people in response 

to the sophistication of North Korea’s 
nuclear and missile programmes,” ac-
cording to Yonhap agency.

The deployment -- approved by the 
previous government led by Park Geun-
hye who was impeached in March over 
a massive corruption scandal -- was 
halted in June by the new government 
of President Moon Jae-in pending an 
environmental impact study.

The Defence Ministry pointed out 
that the installation is provisional and 
a permanent deployment would follow 
only after the study has been completed.

Islamabad, Sep. 7 (IANS): 
Heavy rains have killed 164 
people and injured more 
than 165 others across Paki-
stan since the monsoon sea-
son began in June, according 
to weather officials.

Sindh and Punjab prov-
inces were the worst hit with 
38 fatalities in each province 
since the advent of the mon-
soon season, the country’s 
National Disaster Manage-
ment Authority (NDMA) 
said in a press release late 
Wednesday night.

The torrential rains have 
also left hundreds of people 
homeless. NDMA and pro-
vincial government teams 
are carrying out rescue and 
relief  operation in the af-
fected areas.

The NDMA said that 
they have provided a total of  
873 tents, 1,150 food bags to 
the displaced people so far. 
The department have also 
distributed 590 blankets and 
1,400 sleeping bags.

It has dispatched three 
boats to rescue trapped peo-
ple in Karachi.

Monsoon hits Pakistan 
every year in June and the 
season normally ends in 
September. During this pe-
riod, the country receives 
heavy rains which cause se-
vere flooding in many areas.

The NDMA said that 
more rains are likely to hit 
Punjab and Sindh over the 
next 24 hours, but added that 
the flood situation is under 
control as all the rivers in 
the country are flowing at 
normal levels.

The most destructive 
floods caused by heavy 
rains hit the country in 
2010 in parts of  Khyber 
Pakhtunkhwa, Punjab and 
Sindh, sweeping away 20 per 
cent of the land and leaving 
about 1,540 people dead. 

According to a UN re-
port, 557,226 houses were 
destroyed and over six mil-
lion people were displaced.

Beijing, Sep. 7 (PTI/AFP): Chi-
nese foreign minister Wang Yi said 
today that China would support the 
United Nations taking further meas-
ures against North Korea following its 
recent nuclear test.

However it remained unclear 
whether Beijing, the North’s key ally, 
would be willing to back, or enforce, 
new sanctions at the UN Security 
Council, where it is a veto-wielding 
permanent member.

“Given the new developments on 
the Korean peninsula, China agrees 
that the UN Security Council should 
respond further by taking necessary 
measures,” he told a press conference 
in Beijing.

The comments  came af ter 
Pyongyang on Sunday triggered global 
alarm with its most powerful nuclear 
blast to date, claiming to have success-
fully tested a hydrogen bomb.

China, which is the North’s biggest 
diplomatic and economic supporter, 
is seen as key to efforts to convince 
Pyongyang to abandon its weapons 
programme.

Ministry spokesman Geng Shuang 
clarified later today that China would 
support the consensus of the UN Se-
curity Council.

The US has accused North Korea 
of  “begging for war” and repeatedly 
urged China to step up pressure against 
its neighbour.

But in a phone call with US Presi-
dent Donald Trump yesterday, Chi-
nese President Xi Jinping said China 
remains firm in its wish to resolve the 
issue through talks leading to a peaceful 
settlement.

Washington has rejected China’s 
proposal for a freeze on North Korea’s 
nuclear and missile tests in exchange 
for a suspension of  US-South Korea 

military drills.
But Trump, who has recently been 

waging a fiery war of words with Kim, 
yesterday insisted that military action 
against North Korea’s nuclear program 
is not his first choice and pushed for a 
diplomatic option.

Yesterday, the US submitted a reso-
lution to the UN Security Council that 
would slap an oil embargo on North 
Korea and freeze the assets of leader 
Kim Jong-Un, setting up a potential 
clash with China.

Beijing has repeatedly urged all 
parties to avoid rhetoric and actions 
that could inflame tensions, and called 
for a halt in annual military exercises 
between the US and South Korea. 

But China’s defence ministry yes-
terday said a recent Chinese military 
drill in seas adjacent to the Korean 
peninsula was a routine exercise that 
was not targeted at any country.

Geneva, Sep. 7 (IANS): The 
Syrian regime used chemical 
weapons on at least four oc-
casions this year, including 
in a sarin gas attack that left 
dozens of civilians dead, the 
UN unveiled in a report.

In a report on human 
rights violations in the Syr-
ian conflict published on 
Wednesday, the UN’s In-
dependent International 
Commission of  Inquiry 
said violence throughout 
the Syrian Arab Republic 
was maintained in violation 
of international humanitar-
ian and human rights law 
principles, primarily affect-
ing civilians, Xinhua news 
agency reported.

“Government forces 
continued the pattern of  
using chemical weapons 
against civilians in opposi-
tion-held areas,” the UN-
mandated report said.

Interviews and early 
warning reports showed a 
Sukhoi 22 (Su-22) aircraft 
had carried out four aerial at-
tacks on the opposition-held 
town of  Khan Sheikhoun 
on April 4, the report con-
cluded. The IICI said only 
Syrian forces had access to 
these types of planes, which 
were used in three bombings 
and a chemical attack left at 
least 83 people dead, includ-
ing 28 children, and injured 
293 others.

“On the basis of samples 
obtained during autopsies 

and from individuals under-
going treatment in a neigh-
boring country, those who 
undertook the fact-finding 
mission of  the Organisa-
tion for the Prohibition of  
Chemical Weapons con-
cluded that the victims had 
been exposed to sarin or a 
sarin-like substance,” read 
the report.

Investigators were able 
to find pieces of  the bomb 
used in the area that was hit, 
and though the IICI said 
it was unable to determine 
exactly what kind of weapon 
it was, the report insisted 
that the parts were consistent 
with sarin gas bombs pro-
duced by the Soviet Union.

The document also 
pointed to three other 
chemical attacks between 
March and July by the Syr-
ian armed forces, several of  
which involved the use of  
chlorine gas.

The attack on Khan 
Sheikhoun, said the report, 
could thus be understood 
by the Commission as “con-
stituting the war crimes of  
using chemical weapons and 
indiscriminate attacks in a 
civilian inhabited area”. 

It also meant Syria had 
violated several international 
treaties on the use of chemi-
cal weapons and UN Secu-
rity Council resolution 2118, 
passed in 2013, that gave the 
country until mid-2014 to 
destroy its chemical arsenal.

Islamabad, Sep. 7 (IANS): 
The two senior police offic-
ers who were sentenced to 
17 years in prison for neg-
ligence and security lapses 
that led to the assassination 
of  former Prime Minister 
Benazir Bhutto in 2007 have 
challenged the verdict at 
the Lahore High Court on 
Thursday.

An Anti -Ter rorism 
Court (ATC) in Rawalpindi 
last week convicted Ad-
ditional Inspector Gener-
al Saud Aziz and Senior 
Superintendent of  Police 
(SSP) Khurram Shehzad, 
and fined them Rs 1 mil-
lion each besides sentencing 
them to 17 years in jail.

Former President Per-
vez Musharraf was declared 
an absconder and five sus-
pects reportedly linked 
with the banned Tehreek-
e-Taliban Pakistan (TTP) 
were acquitted for lack of  
evidence, Dawn online re-
ported. The appeals, filed 
on behalf  of  the police of-
ficers by their lawyers in the 
Rawalpindi bench, urged 
the High Court to release 
the convicts after overturn-
ing the sentences handed 
to them.

The applications argued 
that the police officers had 
provided adequate security 
at Liaquat Bagh, the venue 
of  the rally addressed by 
Bhutto on December 27, 
2007. The officers who were 

providing security services 
had been made “scape-
goats”, the lawyers claimed, 
adding that the prosecution 
did not have any solid evi-
dence against the accused.

The pol ice  of f icers 
claimed that the statements 
given by prosecution wit-
nesses in the court were full 
of  contradictions and that 
the trial of the case had not 
been conducted according 
to criminal laws, the report 
said.

Additional Inspector 
General of Police Saud Aziz 
had been accused of remov-
ing Superintendent of Police 
Ashfaq Anwar from Liaquat 
Bagh, leaving Bhutto at the 
mercy of  the attackers. He 
was also accused of  not or-
dering an autopsy of  her 
body.

SSP Khurram Shehzad 
was charged with washing 
the crime scene and destroy-
ing potential evidence that 
may have led investigators 
to the terrorists, the report 
said. 

The Pakistan Peoples 
Party chief  was assassi-
nated in a gun and bomb 
attack after an election 
rally in Liaquat Bagh on 
December 27, 2007. The 
then government of  Pervez 
Musharraf  had blamed 
TTP chief  Baitullah Meh-
sud for the killing but 
Mehsud had denied any 
involvement in the murder.

New York, Sep. 7 (PTI/AP): 
Fifteen states and the District of  
Columbia have sued the US gov-
ernment to block President Donald 
Trump’s plan to end protection 
against deportation for young 
immigrants who New York’s at-
torney general labeled the “best of  
America.” 

The lawsuit filed in federal 
court in Brooklyn asked a judge 
to strike down as unconstitutional 
the president’s action involving the 
Deferred Action for Childhood 
Arrivals program, or DACA. It 
called the move “a culmination of  
President Trump’s oft-stated com-
mitments ... to punish and dispar-
age people with Mexican roots.” 

The attorneys general who 
brought the lawsuit all Democrats 
represent states where the popula-
tion of DACA participants known 
as “dreamers” ranges from hun-
dreds to tens of thousands. They 
were brought to the US illegally as 
children or came with families who 
overstayed visas.

Trump’s plan is “cruel, short-
sighted, inhumane” and driven by 
a personal bias against Mexicans 
and Latinos, New York Attorney 
General Eric T. Schneiderman 
said.

He said the 42,000 New York-
ers with protected status under the 
program are largely model citizens.

“They are the best of Ameri-
ca,” Schneiderman said.

“Dreamers play by the rules. 
Dreamers work hard. Dreamers 
pay taxes. For most of  them, 
America is the only home they’ve 
ever known. And they deserve 
to stay here,” he added, using 
the term that came from a failed 
piece of  legislation called the 
DREAM Act. Oregon Attor-
ney General Ellen Rosenblum 
called the government’s action 
“indefensible” and said Trump 
was “playing chicken” by giving 
Congress six months to improve 
DACA or cancel it.

Devin M O’Malley, a Justice 
Department spokesman, said the 

agency looks forward to defending 
the administration’s position.

Under former President Barack 
Obama, Justice Department law-
yers concluded in 2014 that DACA 
is lawful. The lawsuit filed yes-
terday says rescinding DACA 
will injure state-run colleges and 
universities, upset workplaces and 
damage companies and economies 
that include immigrants covered 
under the program.

The lawsuit noted that Harvard 
University has over 50 DACA stu-
dents while Tufts University has 
more than 25. Both schools are in 
Massachusetts.

“The consequence of the presi-
dent’s animus-driven decision is 
that approximately 800,000 per-
sons who have availed themselves 
of the program will ultimately lose 
its protections” and be exposed to 
deportation, the lawsuit says.

Attorney General Jeff Sessions 
said Tuesday the program will end 
in six months so Congress can have 
time to find a legislative solution 

for people in the program.
Plaintiffs in the lawsuit are New 

York, Massachusetts, Washington, 
Connecticut, Delaware, District of  
Columbia, Hawaii, Illinois, Iowa, 
New Mexico, North Carolina, Or-
egon, Pennsylvania, Rhode Island, 
Vermont and Virginia.

California, one of  the most 
solid Democratic states, was no-
ticeably absent. California Attor-
ney General Xavier Becerra plans 
to file a separate lawsuit because 
a quarter of DACA recipients are 
California residents, his spokes-
woman Bethany Lesser said.

Under Trump’s plan, people 
already enrolled in DACA remain 
covered until their permits expire. 
If  that happens before March 5, 
they are eligible to renew them 
for another two years as long as 
they apply by October 5. But the 
program isn’t accepting new ap-
plications. Opponents of the pro-
gram said they are pleased with the 
Trump administration’s decision. 
They called DACA an unconsti-

tutional abuse of executive power.
Washington Gov. Jay Inslee 

and Attorney General Bob Fer-
guson, both Democrats, called 
Trump’s action cruel and outra-
geous, given that the decision was 
announced by Sessions rather than 
the president himself.

A half-dozen beneficiaries of  
DACA young adults from Mexico, 
Venezuela, Peru and elsewhere, 
including some now working at 
law firms or for the state Legisla-
ture flanked Inslee and Ferguson 
at a news conference in Seattle 
announcing the lawsuit.

“It’s outrageous, it’s not right,” 
an emotional Ferguson said. “As 
attorney general for the state of  
Washington, I have a hammer, it’s 
the law.”  Inslee said, “This is one 
more of a long train of abuses that 
this president has attempted to foist 
on this great nation.” 

Earlier this year, Ferguson 
sued Trump over his travel ban, 
prompting a federal judge to block 
nationwide enforcement.

that the British Virgin islands 
have also suffered “severe 
damage.” 

Irma blacked out much 
of  Puerto Rico, raking the 
US territory with heavy 
wind and rain while staying 
just out to sea, and it headed 
early today toward the Do-
minican Republic and Haiti.

To the east, authorities 
struggled to get aid to small 
Caribbean islands devas-
tated by the storm’s record 
185 mph (298 kph) winds. 
Communications were dif-
ficult with areas hit by Irma, 
and information on damage 
trickled out.

Nearly every building 
on Barbuda was damaged 
when the hurricane’s core 
crossed almost directly over 
the island early yesterday 
and about 60 per cent of  
its roughly 1,400 residents 
were left homeless, Antigua 
and Barbuda Prime Minister 
Gaston Browne told The As-
sociated Press.

“It is just really a hor-
rendous situation,” Browne 
said after returning to Anti-
gua from a plane trip to the 
neighbouring island.

He said roads and tel-
ecommunications systems 
were wrecked and recovery 
would take months, if  not 
years. A 2-year-old child 
was killed as a family tried 
to escape a damaged home 
during the storm, Browne 
told the AP.

One death also was re-
ported in the nearby island 
of Anguilla, where officials 
reported extensive damage 
to the airport, hospitals, shel-
ters and school and said 90 
percent of roads are impas-
sible, according to the Car-
ibbean Disaster Emergency 
Management Agency. 

The agency also reported 
“major damage” to houses 
and commercial buildings 
in the British Virgin Islands. 

Benazir murder: Police 

17-year jail term
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Trump is a complete coward: Cher
American singer Cher says she is ready to do her part to help those affected by President 
Donald Trump’s decision to end Deferred Action for Childhood Arrivals (DACA) pro-
gramme. In reaction to the news, Cher labeled Trump as “complete coward” and vowed 
to give shelter and protection to “Dreamers” and urged others to follow suit, reports peo-
ple.com. But one Twitter user pushed back at the singer, replying, “Sure you will Cher… 
I’ll believe it when I see it!”  Cher immediately responded: “Then keep your eyes open 
bitch.” The person who tweeted at Cher later turned her account private. On Tuesday, 
the Trump administration formally pulled the plug on the immigration policy put into 
place by former President Barack Obama in 2012. Set to be revoked in six months, the 
programme protects illegal immigrants who came into the country as children from being 
deported, people.com said. (IANS)

Contestants seen posing for a group photo during  the preliminary audi on on September 6 at Hotel Ura, Kohima.

BASN selects 14 girls for 

Alec Baldwin, Oprah Winfrey to present Emmy Awards

F
ourteen girls were selected in 
the preliminary audition for 
Miss Nagaland organised by the 
Beauty Aesthetics & Society of  
Nagaland (BASN) on Septem-

ber 6 at Hotel Ura, Officers Hill Kohima.
Singer and actor, Mengu Suokhrie was 

a guest judge along with the members of  
the BASN in the preliminary audition.

Altogether 22 girls along with the 
selected girls during the campus auditions 
registered for the audition from various 
colleges. Out of which fourteen girls were 
selected after a series of screening to go 
through the final audition scheduled to be 
held in the month of November.

The contestants went through two 

rounds of introduction and questionnaire 
and were judged on the basis of their 
introduction, walk, poise and intelligence 
quotient (IQ).

The selected girls will take part in the 
final audition along with other participants 
from the other districts of the State.

It may be mentioned that the district 
reigning queens will have a direct entry 
into the Miss Nagaland contest, and the 
runners up will have to undergo the final 
audition along with the others.

The selected contestants will be given 
intensive training to enhance their person-
ality, diction, etiquettes, public speaking, 
ramp walk etc.

EMN

C
elebrities like Oprah 
Winfrey and Alec 
Baldwin, apart from 
“The Big Sick” actor 
Kumail Nanjiani are 

among those who will present 
trophies at the 69th Primetime 
Emmy Awards on September 17, 
the Television Academy has an-
nounced.

The first round of presenters 
were announced on Wednesday.

Winfrey, who is nominated for 
her work as executive producer of  
“The Immortal Life of Henrietta 
Lacks”, will take the stage, as will 
Emmy nominees Alec Baldwin of  
“Saturday Night Live” and “Match 
Game”; and “Big Little Lies” stars 
Nicole Kidman and Reese Wither-

spoon, reports variety.com.
Riz Ahmed of “The Night 

Of”, Anthony Anderson and 
Tracee Ellis Ross of “Black-ish”, 
and Allison Janney of “Mom” are 
in the list too.

Other presenters include TV 
stars Jason Bateman, Jessica Biel, 
Edie Falco, Anna Faris, Rash-
ida Jones, Debra Messing, Lea 

Michele, Shemar Moore, Jim 
Parsons and Adam Scott.

This year’s Emmy Awards will 
be broadcast live from the Micro-
soft Theater here. Stephen Colbert 
will serve as host.  It will be simul-
cast live in India on Star World, 
Star World HD and Star World 
Premiere HD on September 18. 

IANS

EASTERN MIRROR: Tell us about 
your early phase into the music industry? 
When did you realize you wanted to do 
music?

GIGI ALE: The love for sing-
ing took its toll on me early in life. I grew up 
amidst echoing sounds of  my mother’s melodi-
ous folk songs and my father’s eccentric taste in 
music.

My parents would sit together and sing 
their love songs to us. And my siblings and I 
would accompany them in making merry. My 
father would bring home records of  bands such 
as Dire Straits, The Beatles, Dio, Deep Purple, 
to name a few, And I think that gave me an 
exposure into the music world. I would always 
be humming a tune or two; I never really 
looked much into taking it seriously initially 
though. But something had to happen in my 
life and I started writing a lot. I felt the urge to 
turn mere words and bring them to life, So I 
started to compose and with the meeting of  the 

right people at the right time, 
I was able to release my 

debut single ‘Drowning’  
on 15th Aug, 2017.

EASTERN MIR-
ROR: A few words 
for people who haven’t 

listened to your music 
yet

GIGI ALE: 
We are the generation of  
heartbreaks. Everyone has 
gone through something or the 
other that has turned their life 
upside down.

And we are looking for 
a remedy. My song talks of  

loneliness, pain and the 
inexpressible phases that 

a person goes through. 
It also gives a ray of  

hope, as thin as it 
maybe, without 

hope, we’d all 
be dead.

My 
song is 

of  reality, perseverance and endurance, to re-
flect our soul and mirror out the person that we 
really are and embrace ourselves. The number 
of  depressed people increases with every sunrise. 
And if, out of  that, I could make one person 
feel better, then I’d say I’ve achieved something.

EASTERN MIRROR: Talk us through 
your first original debut music video 
“Drowning”

GIGI ALE: I had an amazing ex-
perience working with beautiful people for my 
first debut music video.

It is a very subtle video with the sky 
as the wallpaper and nature as props and that 
gives off  a breezy feel to the song as well.

Being a first timer, it was kind of  a 
hard task for me to be in front of  the lenses. My 
director is a very warm-hearted person.  His 
patience is commendable. We tried to convey 
the song in a calm tone through the video.

EASTERN MIRROR: Tell us on 
the song writing process that you go 
through. What draws inspiration for 
your songs?

GIGI ALE: Well, I mostly write 
after midnight because there’s silence and in 
silence there is just you and your mind. And in 
silence, you can escape to where you wish to be. 
There are a lot of  things going if  you just sit 
still and listen.

I am hardly never inspired. Everything 
around me is an inspiration. The clouds, the 
birds, the greens, the sky and every minute 
thing that falls under it.

My song comes from the sight of  people 
suffering and the urge to shift a plate for better-
ment.

EASTERN MIRROR: There are many 
talented artists in Nagaland who have 
created a niche. Who would you like to 
work with and why?

GIGI ALE: Yes of  course. There 
are many talented artists who have made their 
own mark in this industry. Kudos to them.

The one artist I would like to work 
with if  you’re asking me is Lelo. His song ‘The 
Tempest’ is so brilliant and he is one artist who 
is creating his own wave.

EASTERN MIRROR: What are the 
challenges and rewards that come from 
working as a musician?

GIGI ALE: The responsibility of  a 
student and musician sometimes clashes. And 
the challenge is to set priorities. As I cannot 
miss classes, I hit the studio right after my 
classes and get home late.

And though my parents are supportive 
of  me doing this, it gets hard sometimes because 
people do say anything.

The rewards though, from doing what I 
love, just give me contentment.

Even as I have just sprouted out, I have 
met many wise and hard working people whose 
stories have motivated me and it comes to me as 
an encouragement.

All in all, in the end everything is worth 
it.  Despite the challenges, the rewards over-
shadow.

EASTERN MIRROR: What’s next for 
you?

GIGI ALE: I will continue to 
sharpen my blade, keep writing and keep sing-
ing.

I will try to balance my studies and my 
music so that both remain unharmed.

I’m currently working on a new song. 
And hopefully, it gets better. I’m pumped up 
but not rushing it.

In addition before signing off, I’d like 
to thank my parents for their consideration, for 
understanding and supporting me from scratch.

I’d like to thank my manager, Ato 
Richa for believing in me even when I could not 
believe in myself,

Shout out to my producer, Joel Sakkari, 
for accentuating my song with his beautiful 
music.

I’d like to thank Richa Productions for 
the wonderful work and Medo Kense for his 
hearty assistance.

Also, my friends and family for always 
encouraging and motivating me.

For better or for worse, everything that 
has happened in your life has happened for a 
reason. It has led you to where you are today. 
And if  you don’t like where you stand, then 
you are the proprietor of  change because life’s 
what you make it.

Life will get impossible sometimes.
That’s just the way it is, and when it 

does remember that straight roads never make a 
skilful driver.

Meet Atsho-Ü Thele who is also 
known by her stage name Gigi Ale, a rook-
ie in the music industry who has already 
made her presence felt with her enthral-
ling voice and her first original debut mu-
sic video “Drowning” produced by Richa 
Productions. Introduced to music by her 
parents who are equal music enthusiasts, 
Ale takes us through her melodious jour-
ney in today’s Rhythm of Love.

Music is something the world would be lost without! We feel it, we breathe it, we love it!  Eastern 
Mirror’s - Rhythm of Love- connects our readers to music through conversation with artists as they 
share their  experience with their love …… MUSIC
Music moves us, opens our emotions - passing all barriers. Music is a piece that we can all 
connect to so Readers get connected with your favorite artists every Friday with Rhythm of Love.

Little did we know

11 am, 2 pm, 8 pm: Poster Boys (Hindi)

5 pm: Daddy (Hindi)

TICKET RATES
Silver Rs. 80
Gold Rs. 150

HILL STAR 
Movie Schedule

Hill Star is thrilled to announce its valued 
HillStarCinema fans that the hall is now live at 

BookMyShowIN You can now BUY tickets online! 
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Washington, Sep. 7 (IANS): 
Sun-like stars and their less 
massive cousins calm down 
surprisingly quickly after a 
turbulent youth, making the 
atmosphere more suitable 
for evolution of life, says a 
new study.

The researchers used 
data from NASA’s Chandra 
X-ray Observatory and 
European Space Agency’s 
XMM-Newton to see how 
the X-ray brightness of stars 
similar to the Sun behaves 
over time. 

S p e c i f i c a l l y,  t h e 
researchers examined 24 
stars that have masses similar 
to the Sun or less, and ages 
of a billion years or older. 

The findings published 
onl ine  in  the  jour nal 
Monthly Notices of  the 

Royal Astronomical Society 
showed that older stars drop 
in activity quickly. 

The rapid observed 
decline in X-ray brightness 
implies a rapid decline in 
energetic activity, which 
may provide a hospitable 
e nv i r o n m e n t  f o r  t h e 
formation and evolution of  
life on any orbiting planets.

“This is good news for 
the future habitability of  
planets orbiting Sun-like 
stars, because the amount 
of  harmful X-rays and 
ultraviolet radiation striking 
these worlds from stellar 
flares would be less than 
we used to think,” said lead 
researcher Rachel Booth 
from Queen’s University in 
Belfast, Britain.

The X-ray emission from 

a star comes from a thin, hot, 
outer layer, called the corona. 
From studies of solar X-ray 
emission, astronomers have 
determined that the corona 
is heated by processes related 
to the interplay of turbulent 
motions and magnetic fields 
in the outer layers of a star.

High levels of magnetic 
activity can produce bright 
X-rays and ultraviolet light 
from stellar flares.

Strong magnetic activity 
can also generate powerful 
eruptions of  material from 
the star’s surface. 

Such energetic radiation 
and eruptions can impact 
planets and could damage 
or destroy their atmospheres.

Since stellar X-rays 
mirror magnetic activity, 
X-ray observations can tell 

astronomers about the high-
energy environment around 
the star. 

T h e  n ew  f i n d i n g s 
showed that older stars 
drop in activity far more 
quickly than their younger 
counterparts.

To understand how 
quickly stellar magnetic 
activity level changes over 
time, astronomers need 
accurate ages for many 
different stars. 

This is a difficult task, but 
new precise age estimates 
have recently become 
available from studies of the 
way that a star pulsates using 
NASA’s Kepler and ESA’s 
CoRoT missions. 

These new age estimates 
were used for most of the 24 
stars studied.

Wa s h i n g t o n ,  S e p.  7 
(IANS): Astronomers have 
identified a pulsar spinning 
a t  m o r e  t h a n  4 2 , 0 0 0 
revolutions per minute, 
making it the second-fastest 
known.

The new object, named 
PSR J0952-0607 -- or J0952 
for short -- is classified as a 
millisecond pulsar and is 
located between 3,200 and 
5,700 light-years away in 
the constellation Sextans. 

The pulsar contains about 
1.4 times the Sun’s mass and 
is orbited every 6.4 hours by 
a companion star that has 
been whittled away to less 
than 20 times the mass of the 
planet Jupiter, according to a 
study published online in the 
The Astrophysical Journal 
Letters. 

The discover y was 
made with the Netherlands-
based Low Frequency 
Array (LOFAR) radio 
telescope by following up 
on mysterious high-energy 
sources mapped out by 
NASA’s Fermi Gamma-ray 
Space Telescope.

“Roughly a third of  
the gamma-ray sources 
found by  Fer mi  have 
no t  been  de tec ted  a t 
other wavelengths,” said 
E l i z a b e t h  Fe r r a r a ,  a 
member of  the discovery 
team at NASA’s Goddard 
Space Center in Greenbelt, 
Maryland. 

“ M a n y  o f  t h e s e 
unassociated sources may 

be pulsars, but we often 
need follow-up from radio 
observatories to detect 
the pulses and prove it,” 
Ferrara added.

A pulsar is the core 
of  a massive star that 
exploded as a supernova. 
In this stellar remnant, also 
called a neutron star, the 
equivalent mass of  half  a 
million Earths is crushed 
into a magnetised, spinning 
ball. 

The rotating magnetic 
field powers beams of  radio 
waves, visible light, X-rays 
and gamma rays. If  a beam 
happens to sweep across 
Earth, astronomers observe 
regular pulses of  emission 
and classify the object 
as a pulsar.The LOFAR 
discovery also hints at the 
potential to find a new 
population of  ultra-fast 
pulsars.

Theorists say pulsars 
could rotate as fast as 
72,000 revolutions per 
minute before breaking 
apart, yet the fastest spin 
known -- by PSR J1748-
2446ad, reaching nearly 
43,000 revolutions per 
minute -- is just 60 per 
cent of  the theoretical 
maximum.

Perhaps pulsars with 
faster periods simply can’t 
form. But the gap between 
theory and observation 
may also result from the 
difficulty in detecting the 
fastest rotators.

New York, Sep. 7 (IANS): Regions 
of  the brain that are key to facial 
recognition form only through 
experience, says a new study that casts 
doubt on the longstanding belief that 
the ability to recognise faces must be 
innate for people and other primates.

The study, published in the 
journal Nature Neuroscience, showed 
that those brain regions for social 
recognition were absent in primates 
who did not encounter faces while 
growing up.

The findings suggest that sensory 
deprivation has a selective effect on 
the way the brain wires itself. The 
brain seems to become very good at 
recognising things that an individual 
sees often, and poor at recognising 
things that it never or rarely sees, said 
Margaret Livingstone, Professor of  
Neurobiology at Harvard Medical 
School.

“What you look at is what you end 
up ‘installing’ in the brain’s machinery 
to be able to recognise,” she added.

The finding, the researchers said, 
sheds light on a range of  neuro-
developmental conditions, including 
those in which people cannot 
distinguish between different faces or 
autism, marked by aversion to looking 
at faces. 

Most importantly, however, the 
study underscores the critical formative 
role of  early experiences on normal 
sensory and cognitive development, the 
scientists said.

To better understand the basis 
for facial recognition, the researchers 
raised two groups of  macaques -- a 

close evolutionary relative to humans, 
and a model system for studying 
human brain development .

The first one, the control group, had 
a typical upbringing, spending time in 
early infancy with their mothers and 
then with other juvenile macaques, 
as well as with human handlers. The 
other group grew up raised by humans 
who bottle-fed them, played with 
and cuddled them -- all the while the 
humans wore welding masks. 

For the first year of their lives, the 
macaques never saw a face -- human 
or otherwise. At the end of  the trial, 
all macaques were put in social groups 
with fellow macaques and allowed to 

see both human and primate faces.
When both groups of  macaques 

were 200 days old, the researchers 
used functional MRI to look at brain 
images measuring the presence of  
facial recognition patches and other 
specialised areas, such as those 
responsible for recognising hands, 
objects, scenes and bodies.

The  macaques  who had a 
typical upbringing had consistent 
“recognition” areas in their brains for 
each of  these categories. Those who 
had grown up never seeing faces had 
developed areas of the brain associated 
with all categories except faces, the 
study said.

New York, Sep. 7 (IANS): 
One  in  th ree  an ima l 
parasites, one of  the most 
threatened groups of life on 
Earth, may face extinction 
by 2070, as a result of global 
climate change, a study has 
warned.

The study determined 
that parasites are even 
more threatened than the 
animal hosts they rely on 
and thus should be included 
in conversations about 
conservation. 

L o s s  o f  p a r a s i t e, 
which help control wildlife 
numbers and keep energy 
f lowing through food 
chains, could dramatically 
disrupt ecosystems.On the 
other hand, having parasites 
indicates that the ecosystem 
has been stable. 

“Parasites are definitely 
g o i n g  t o  f a c e  m a j o r 
extinction risk in the next 
50 years,” said lead author 
Colin Carlson, graduate 
student at the University of  
California - Berkeley.

“They are certainly as 
threatened as any other 
animal group,” Carlson 
added.

In the study, published 
in the journal Science 
A d va n c e s ,  t h e  m o s t 

c a t a s t r o p h i c  m o d e l 
predicted that more than 
a third of  parasite species 
worldwide could be lost 
by 2070, while the most 
optimistic models predicted 
a loss of about 10 per cent. 

“ [S lowing  c l imate 
change ]  has  a  r ea l ly 
p r o f o u n d  i m p a c t  o n 
extinction rates, but even in 
the best-case scenario, we’re 
still looking at fairly major 
global changes,” Carlson 
said.

“ H av i n g  p a r a s i t e s 
means the ecosystem has a 
diversity of animals in it and 
that conditions have been 
consistent long enough for 
these complex associations 
to develop,” noted Anna 
J. Phillips, zoologist at the 
Smithsonian Institution 
Nat iona l  Museum of  
N a t u r a l  H i s t o r y  i n 
Washington D.C.

Fo r  t h e  s t u dy,  1 7 
researchers from eight 
countries tracked geospatial 
information of 457 parasite 
species including worms, 
fleas, lice and others. Using 
cl imate forecasts,  the 
researchers compared these 
will be impacted by changes 
in climate under various 
scenarios.

London, Sep. 7 (IANS): In 
the early Bronze Age nearly 
4,000 years ago, European 
women travelled far from 
their home villages to start 
their families, bringing with 
them new cultural objects 
and ideas, while men usually 
remained in the region of  
their birth, a research has 
showed.

The findings, which shed 
light on the importance of  
female mobility for cultural 
exchange in the Bronze Age, 
showed that the practice 
persisted over a period of 800 
years during the transition 
from the Neolithic to the 
Early Bronze Age. 

This played a significant 
ro le  in  the  exchange 
of  cultural objects and 
ideas, which increased 
considerably in the Bronze 
Age, in turn promoting 
the development of  new 
technologies, the researchers 
said.

For the study, published 
in the journal PNAS, the 
team examined the remains 
of  84 individuals buried 
between 2500 and 1650 
BC, and found that at the 
end of  the Stone Age and 
in the early Bronze Age, 
families were established in 
a surprising manner in the 

Lech, south of Augsburg, in 
present-day Germany.

The majority of women 
came from outside the area, 
probably from Bohemia or 
Central Germany, while 
men usually remained in the 
region of their birth. 

“We see a great diversity 
of different female lineages, 
which would occur i f  
over time many women 
relocated to the Lech Valley 
from somewhere else,” said 
Alissa Mittnik from the 
Max Planck Institute for the 
Science of Human History 
in Germany. 

This so-called patrilocal 
pattern combined with 
individual female mobility 
was  not  a  temporar y 
phenomenon, but persisted 
over a period of 800 years, 
they said.

The s tudy al lowed 
researchers to view the 
immense extent of  early 
human mobility in a new 
light. 

“Individual mobility 
wa s  a  m a j o r  f e a t u r e 
characterising the lives of  
people in Central Europe 
even in the third and early 
second millennium,” said 
Philipp Stockhammer, from 
the Ludwig-Maximilians-
Universitat Munchen.

New York, Sep. 7 (IANS): Want to know 
how healthy your heart is? Now there is 
an app for that. Researchers have shown 
that the camera on your smartphone can 
noninvasively provide detailed information 
about your heart’s health.

With this app, what used to require 
a 45-minute scan from an ultrasound 
machine can now be accomplished by 
simply holding your phone up to your neck 
for a minute or two, according to a study 
published in the Journal of  Critical Care 
Medicine.

The team developed a technique 
that can infer the left ventricular ejection 
fraction (LVEF) of  the heart by measuring 
the amount that the carotid artery displaces 
the skin of  the neck as blood pumps 
through it. 

LVEF is most commonly measured 

using an ultrasound machine during a 
procedure known as echocardiography. 

Echocardiography, however, requires 
a trained technician, an expensive 
ultrasound machine, and up to 45 minutes 
of  a patient’s time.

“What is exciting about this study is 
that it shows our technique is as accurate 
as echocardiography at estimating 
LVEF when both are compared to the 
gold standard of  cardiac MRI,” said 
senior author Mory Gharib, Professor 
at California Institute of  Technology 
(Caltech). 

“ T h i s  h a s  t h e  p o t e n t i a l  t o 
revolutionize how doctors and patients 
can screen for and monitor heart disease 
both in the U.S. and the developing 
world,” Gharib said.

LVEF represents the amount of  blood 

in the heart that is pumped out with each 
beat. In a normal heart, this LVEF ranges 
from 50 to 70 per cent. When the heart is 
weaker, less of  the total amount of  blood 
in the heart is pumped out with each beat, 
and the LVEF value is lower.

LVEF is a key measure of  heart health, 
one upon which physicians base diagnostic 
and therapeutic decisions.

To test the app, clinical trials were 
conducted with 72 volunteers between the 
ages of  20 and 92 at an outpatient magnetic 
resonance imaging (MRI) facility. 

MRI is the gold standard in measuring 
LVEF but is seldom used clinically due to 
its high cost and limited availability. 

To measure LVEF using the technique 
developed at Caltech, doctors simply held 
iPhones against the volunteers’ necks for 
one to two minutes. 

Afterwards, the volunteers immediately 
received an MRI examination, and data 
from both tests were compared. 

T h e  m e a s u r e m e n t s  m a d e  b y 
smartphone had a margin of  error of  
around 19 per cent compared with those 
done in an MRI. 

By way of  comparison, the margin of  
error for echocardiography is around 20 
per cent. 

The app works because the walls of  
arteries are almost completely elastic - they 
expand and contract with each beat of  the 
heart. 

That expanding and contracting can 
be measured and described as a waveform 
that encodes information about the heart. 

For the study, the team used an iPhone 
5, but any smartphone with a camera 
would work, the study said.

Sun-like stars calm down 
after turbulent youth

fastest-spinning pulsar

Brain learns to recognise faces 
through repeated exposure 

By 2070, a third of animal 
parasites may be extinct: Study

4,000 years ago, women 
travelled, men stayed home

Wellington, Sep. 7 (IANS): Having 
a baby may never be the same again 
as increasingly sophisticated genetic 
testing is likely to raise thorny ethical 
issues, a New Zealand study said on 
Tuesday.

“Pregnant women now face a 
bewildering world of  genetic testing,” 
said Jeanne Snelling, the lead author 
of  the New Zealand Law Foundation 
Report.

Genetic testing in the reproductive 
context is a particularly high-stakes 

endeavour, Snelling said, adding 
that it directly affects a woman’s 
experience of  pregnancy, and may 
contribute to a decision not to 
transfer an embryo or to terminate 
an established pregnancy, reports 
Xinhua news agency.

The study looks at a number of  
rapidly evolving genetic technologies 
that a woman may be offered, either 
during pregnancy or regarding 
embryos created by IVF (in-vitro 
fertilization).

A common feature of  all of  these 
tests is that they enable an increasing 
and significant amount of  health-
related information to be derived, 
compared with traditional prenatal 
tests, and all are associated with 
particular technical, ethical and legal 
challenges, Snelling said.

“The report considers how this 
new landscape reignites debates about 
the implications of  new technology 
for women and how it affects the 
experience of  pregnancy.”

Genetic testing raises ethical issues of pregnancy: Study

Beijing, Sep. 7 (IANS): 
Chinese authorities have 
mapped out a 400 million yuan 
($61 million) development 
plan to turn a red rock basin 
in the country into a Mars 
simulation base for scientific 
research and eco-tourism.

L i u  X i a o q u n ,  f r o m 
the moon and deep-space 
exploration department of  
the Chinese Academy of  
Sciences (CAS),  said on 
Tuesday that a planning 
meeting was held in Qinghai 
province to determine the 
base’s development, reports 
Xinhua news agency.

As China’s only Mars 
s imu la t ion  s c i ence  and 

recreation base, we hope it 
will focus on the scientific 
theme of  space exploration.”

The red rock area  in 
Qaidam basin in western 
Qinghai has been called the 
most “Martian” place on 
the Earth, with its natural 
fea tures,  landscape  and 
climate all similar to those on 
the red planet.

T h e  p r o v i n c i a l 
government and the Chinese 
Academy of  Sciences signed 
an agreement last November 
to build the base.

China has  s tar ted an 
unmanned Mars probe project 
and plans to launch it around 
2020.

China’s Mars simulation base 
planned for science, eco-tourism

New app can replace ultrasound to measure heart health

Berlin, Sep. 7 (IANS): Female 
mobility during the final phase 
of  the Stone Age and start of  the 
Bronze Age was a key element 
in cultural interchange between 
regions, according to a new study.

The study, published on Monday 
in the Proceedings of the National 
Academy of  Sciences (PNAS) 
magazine, shows how 4,000 years 
ago European women left their 
birth settlements and travelled far 
to form families, taking with them 
new objects and cultural ideas, 
Germany’s Max Planck Institute for 
the Science of Human History said.

The report is based on the graves 
found in the Lech valley, south of  
the city of  Augsburg, reports Efe 
news.

In the families living in the 
settlements in the region at that time, 

the majority of women came from 
other areas, probably from Bohemia 
or central Germany several hundred 
kilometres away, while the men 
normally remained in or very near 
their birth location.

According to the researchers, 
this “patrilocal” type of  social 
pattern, in which new couples live 
in the territory of the man’s family, 
combined with individual female 
mobility, was not a temporary 
phenomenon but rather lasted for 
some 800 years during the transition 
from the Stone Age to the Bronze 
Age.

Participating in the study 
headed by Philipp Stockhammer, 
of  Munich’s Ludwig-Maximilians 
University, were Corina Knipper 
of  the Curt-Engelhorn-Centre for 
Archaeometry, along with Alissa 

Mittnik and Johannes Krause of  
the Max Planck Institute and the 
University of Tuebingen.

“Individual mobility was a 
major feature characterising the 
lives of  people in Central Europe 
even in the third and early second 
millennium,” said Stockhammer 
regarding a phenomenon that the 
researchers believe fostered the 
development of  new technologies 
in the Bronze Age.

The scient i f ic  team used 
genetic and isotope analysis along 
with archaeological evaluations 
to research the remains of  84 
individuals buried between 2,500 
and 1,650 B.C. in cemeteries 
belonging to individual homesteads 
and containing up to several 
dozen burials made over several 
generations.

Female mobility key in cultural interchange during Bronze Age

Washington, Sep. 7 (AFP): Two 
high-intensity solar f lares were 
emitted on Wednesday, the second 
of  which was the most intense 
recorded since the start of  this sun 
cycle in December 2008, NASA said.

These radiation flares, which can 
disrupt communications satellites, 
GPS and power grids by reaching 
the upper Earth atmosphere, were 
detected and captured by the US 
Space Agency’s Solar Dynamics 
Observatory.

According to the Space Weather 

Prediction Center (SWPC), these 
so-called category X eruptions 
disrupted high-frequency radio 
communications for one hour on 
the Earth’s side facing the sun and 
low-frequency communications used 
in navigation.

The two eruptions occurred in 
an active region of  the sun where 
an eruption of  average intensity 
occurred on September 4. The 
current cycle of  the sun, which 
began in December 2008, saw the 
intensity of  solar activity decline 

sharply, opening the way to the 
“solar minimum.”

Solar cycles last on average eleven 
years. At the end of  the active phase, 
these eruptions become increasingly 
rare but still can be powerful.

Solar storms result from an 
accumulation of  magnetic energy in 
some places.

These jets of  ionized matter 
are projected -- at high speed into 
and beyond the crown of  the sun -- 
hundreds of  thousands of  kilometers 
outward.

NASA captures images of strong solar flares 



Players of Power Comm (red) and Phoenix Rising (white) before the match at the Seikhazou ground on 
Thursday.

Australian spinner Nathan Lyon (2R) celebrates with teammates a er dismissing Bangladesh's Mominul 
Haque on the fourth day of the second Test at Zahur Ahmed Chowdhury Stadium in Chi agong on 
Thursday.

Juan Mar n del Potro of Argen na celebrates his 2017 US Open quarter-final victory over Roger Federer 
of Switzerland, at the USTA Billie Jean King Na onal Tennis Center in New York, on Wednesday.
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KTC CUP 2017

New Market FC sets up nal 
clash with Khriekesa FC

Del Potro shatters Federer's dream 
of Nadal US Open showdown

Phoenix Rising hammers Power Comm 5-2
Lyon spin gives Australia crushing Test win over Bangladesh

Ex-servicemen community 
felicitates Devendro Singh

Premier League to close transfer 
window before 2018 season start

Rooney faces Everton 
drink-driving punishment

Players of New Market FC (white) and Nagabazar FC in ac on at the Kohima local ground on Thursday.
EM Images

Boxer Debedro (R) being felicitated at Koirengei old airfield in 
Imphal on Thursday.

EM Images

New York, Sep. 7 (AFP): 
Juan Martin del Potro 
sensationally gatecrashed 
the US Open again on 
Wednesday, stunning five-
champion Roger Federer 
and shattering hopes of  a 
first New York showdown 
between the Swiss legend 
and Rafael Nadal.

The Argentine giant, 
who won his only Grand 
Slam title in the city in 
2009 by beating Federer 
in the final after seeing 
off  Nadal in the semis, 
triumphed 7-5, 3-6, 7-6 
(10/8), 6-4 in front of  a 
spellbound Arthur Ashe 
Stadium crowd.

The 28-year-old will 
once again face world 
number one Nadal in the 
semi-finals on Friday, a 
stunning achievement for 
a man who had saved two 
match points to beat sixth 
seed Dominic Thiem in 
the last 16.

Nadal, who will keep 
his world number one sta-
tus following third seed 
Federer's exit, had earlier 
defeated Russian teenager 
Andrey Rublev 6-1, 6-2, 
6-2 in just 97 minutes.

It will be a sixth US 
Open semi-final for Nadal 
and 26th at the majors 
while Del Potro, the 24th 
seed, will be playing in just 
his fourth last-four match 
at the Slams.

For 36-year-old Feder-
er, it was a first Slam loss 
of  2017 after he had cap-
tured the Australian Open 
and Wimbledon titles to 
take his career tally to 19.

"I served really good. I 

hit my forehand as hard as 
I could and I played a great 
match. I deserved to win," 
said Del Potro who will be 
in his first Slam semi-final 
since Wimbledon in 2013.

"This feels like my 
home court. I played Rafa 
here in 2009 too. Hope-
fully I can get the same 
result on Friday."

Del Potro, whose ca-
reer was almost ended last 
year after undergoing four 
wrist surgeries, wrapped 
up the first set thanks to 
a break in the 11th game 
secured with a blistering 
crosscourt pass.

Federer, who had a 
16-5 winning record over 
Del Potro ahead of  the 
quarter-final, levelled the 
tie after breaking for a 3-1 

lead in the second.
However, the match 

turned in the third set 
tiebreak when Del Potro 
saved four set points be-
fore a weary and error-
riddled Federer dropped 
serve again to trail 3-2 in 
the fourth. Victory was Del 
Potro's eight minutes short 
of  three hours with a deep 
forehand as Federer was 
left to survey the wreckage 
of  41 unforced errors.

"It's hard to explain, I 
didn't play that badly," said 
Federer.

"I just ran into a guy 
who was better on the big-
ger points. I don't deserve 
to still be in the tourna-
ment."

Nadal will take an 8-5 
record over Del Potro into 

the semi-final where the 
winner will face either 
Kevin Anderson or Pablo 
Carreno Busta for the title.

"Juan Martin is a top 
player. When he's playing 
well, it's difficult to stop 
him. Probably the fore-
hand is maybe the fastest 
on the tour," said Nadal, 
who is chasing his second 
major of  the year to add to 
his French Open.

Rublev, bidding to be 
the youngest man in 17 
years to reach the semi-
finals, had no complaints 
over his loss to Nadal.

"He gave me a lesson: 
1, 2, and 2," said the Rus-
sian, who lost 16 of  the last 
19 points of  the opening 
set and finished with 43 
unforced errors.

Our Correspondent
Kohima, Sep. 7 (EMN): 
Keyidwasaplung scored 
a stunner in extra time 
and helped New Market 
FC reach the finals of  the 
KTC Cup 2017 on Thurs-
day.

With the win, New 
Market FC will now face 
Khriekesa FC in the final 
match of  the tournament 
on Saturday.

In an exciting encoun-
ter between the two rivals, 
the game was dominated 
in the midfield area, with 
both the team cancelling 
each other in the midfield 
and did lack the finish-
ing touches. New Market 
striker Gideon Leo wasted 
numerous chances during 
the match and the match 
ended a goalless draw in 
the stipulated time.

Playing the extra min-
ute time, New Market side 
started their counter at-
tacks and found the back 
of  the net when Keyid-
wasaplung scored a stun-
ning free kick in 102nd 
minute to put the team in 
the driver seat.

Two minutes later, 
Ketholetuo Dzeyie of  Na-
gabazar FC hit the wood-
work with a free kick 
which would have been 
the equaliser for Nagaba-
zar side but New Market 
FC held on for a win at the 
end of  the final whistle.

Luck was not with Na-
gabazar as Kezevituo Vizo 
also hit the post in the 47th 
minute through a long 
range free kick, they also 
got numerous chances 
to convert but failed to 
pass the keeper and New 

Market escaped a narrow 
defeat.

Keyidwasaplung’s goal 
proved to be the match 
winner as his side held on 
for the win.

During the match Ste-
phen Rutsa , Cheneibemo 
Tungoe of  New Market 
FC and Koratu Jourey, 
goalkeeper Lhiwete Koza 
of  New Market FC were 
cautioned with a yellow 
card.

Rajesh Soundararajan, 
DC of  Kohima was the 
match patron of  the day.

Meanwhile, the organ-
isers informed that the 
final match of  KTC Cup 
2017 will take place on 
Saturday at 1:30 pm, with 
Dr. Neikiesalie Kire, Min-
ister of  Roads and Bridges, 
Government of  Nagaland 
as the guest of  honor.

Kohima, Sep. 7 (EMN): 
Seyie scored a hat-trick 
as Phoenix Rising de-
feated league champions 
Power Comm 5-2 in the 
4th match of  the ongoing 
Morning Champions Cup 
at Seikhazou ground on 
Thursday. 

Seyie scored three goals 
and assisted one during the 
match to help the team to 
overcome Power Comm in 
a seven goal thriller match 
to earn three points. 

Phoenix Rising took 

the early lead in the 10th 
minute through Seyei from 
a spot kick conversion but 
Power Comm managed 
to pull one back through 
Viposa in the 18th minute 
assisted by Jonathan and 
double the lead through Sa-
havi nine minutes later. The 
first half ended 2-1 in favour 
of Power Comm. 

But in the second half, 
Power Comm conceded 
four goals as Seyie convert-
ed another penalty in the 
46th minute and completed 

his hat-trick in the 47th 
minute to become the sec-
ond hat-trick scorer of  the 
tournament after Sekhose. 
Daikho and Visa also con-
tributed a goal each in the 
second half  to complete the 
rout. Daikho of  Phoenix 
Rising and Shatilo of Power 
Comm were cautioned with 
a yellow card each.  

Friday’s match
FC Pezielietsie vs Morung 

United FC
Seikhazou ground at 5:45 

am

Chittagong, Sep. 7 (AFP): 
Nathan Lyon spun Aus-
tralia to a series-levelling 
win over Bangladesh on 
Thursday with a 13 wicket 
match-haul in the second 
and final Test.

Chasing 86 for victory 
on a deteriorating Chit-
tagong pitch, the visitors 
lost their top three batsmen 
before completing a seven-
wicket win in the final ses-
sion of the fourth day.

Glenn Maxwell, who 
hit the winning six to take 
his score to 25, and Peter 
Handscomb, on 16, helped 
Australia bounce back from 
their loss in Dhaka last 
week.

Bangladesh had been 
on a high after their historic 
first Test win over Austra-
lia. But Lyon brought them 
back to earth with a bump 
this time.

The off-spinner, who 
received the man of  the 
match award, set up the 
win for the Steve Smith-led 
side after returning career-
best match figures of  13-
154.

Lyon claimed a third 
successive six-wicket haul 
to dismiss Bangladesh for 
157 in their second innings. 
He took his series tally to 
22 wickets, the most by an 
Australian bowler in a two-
match contest.

Opener David Warner 

Our Correspondent
Imphal, Sep. 7 (EMN): Ar-
juna Award winner Sube-
dar Laishram Devendro 
Singh was felicitated by 
the Defence Forces Ex-Ser-
vicemen community under 
Armed Forces Ex-Service-
men Association Manipur 
(AFESAM) in a glittering 
ceremony at Koirengei, 
Old airfield in Imphal on 
Thursday.

Singh was lauded for his 
achievements and wishes 
were extended to him for 
upcoming Olympics during 
the day’s gathering which 
was attended by ex-Service-
men representatives from 
Churachandpur, Senapati/
Mao, Ukhrul, Tamenglong 
and Chandel.

Lt  Gen KH Singh 
(Retd) in his speech said he 
knew Subedar Devendro 
Singh since he was a young 
boy, when he was recruited 
in the Army and he has 
kept close watch on him 
for all these years, guiding 
him whenever required. 
Lt Gen Himalay said he 
has full faith that Subdedar 
Devendro Singh will be a 
strong medal contender in 
the upcoming Olympics, he 
said that Manipur will turn 
out to be the trend setter for 
India’s Olympic dreams. He 
said that Manipur which is 
ethnically and culturally so 
diverse, the Ex-Servicemen 
community provides it a 

- All American –
The women's semi-finals 
will be an all-American af-
fair after CoCo Vandewe-
ghe and Madison Keys 
set-up a last-four duel.

Thursday's other tie 
will see seven-time major 
champion Venus Williams 
face Sloane Stephens.

American 20th seed 
Vandeweghe claimed a 
7-6 (7/4), 6-3 win over the 
Czech Republic's Karo-
lina Pliskova, whose brief  
eight-week stay as world 
number one ended with 
Wimbledon champion 
Garbine Muguruza taking 
over. Vandeweghe's victory 
means that the US Open 
will have an all-American 
semi-final line-up for the 
first time since 1981 after 
Keys defeated Estonian 
qualifier Kaia Kanepi 6-3, 
6-3. "I won the juniors 
here when I was 16 and 
dreamed of  playing on the 
real stage," said 25-year-
old Vandeweghe, who also 
made the semi-finals at the 
Australian Open, beating 
then-world number one 
Angelique Kerber in the 
process. The last time four 
US women were in the 
semis was 36 years ago 
when eventual champion 
Tracy Austin, Chris Evert, 
Martina Navratilova and 
Barbara Potter all made it.

Keys, the 15th seed, 
will be playing in her sec-
ond Slam semi-final after 
the 2015 Australian Open.

"It means the world 
to me," said Keys, who 
underwent wrist surgery 
earlier this season.

unique unifying platform.
Sub Devendro said that 

there was a time when no-
body knew him in Manipur, 
today everyone in the coun-
try knows him and he will 
never forget that it was only 
due to the help and guidance 
provided to him by Indian 
Army. He said that presently 
he is targeting Common 
Wealth Games and will be 
working hard to do well in 
Olympics. Speaking on the 
boxing scene in Manipur, 
he said that the boxing fed-
eration of India is doing a 
great job in Manipur, and 
organising tours for Mani-
puri Boxers thereby giving 
them great exposure.

Col IS Chanam, Presi-
dent AFESAM (Retd) and 
Lt Col L Manongba, Gen 
Secy AFESAM (Retd) later 

thanked the Ex-Servicemen 
community for the event 
and wished Sub L Devendro 
Singh for future endeavours.

In another development, 
a local youth from Bishnu-
pur has been selected by 
North East United Football 
Club (ISL) for further train-
ing at their football academy 
in Shillong. Master Henson 
Yumnam, son of Yumnam 
Mani Singh was part of  
Army football coaching 
camp in Bishnupur since 
Jun 2017 Army is commit-
ted to nurturing the talent 
and groom budding sports 
persons by continuing the 
coaching camp. Hemson’s 
parents expressed their ap-
preciation for Army’s initia-
tive which gave an opportu-
nity to their son hone and 
showcase his football skills.

London, Sep. 7 (AFP): 
Everton forward Wayne 
Rooney will be punished 
"internally" after being 
charged with drink-driv-
ing, manager Ronald Koe-
man said on Thursday.

Rooney, England's all-
time record goalscorer and 
former captain, was pulled 
over by police near his 
home in Cheshire, north-
west England in the early 
hours of  Friday morning 
last week.

He has been charged 
with "driving whilst over 
the prescribed (alcohol) 
limit" and is due to appear 
at Stockport Magistrates' 
Court on September 18.

Reading a prepared 
statement at his weekly 
press conference, Koeman 
told reporters at Ever-
ton's Finch Farm training 
ground: "I am very disap-

pointed.
"In line with any dis-

ciplinary matter, this will 
be dealt with internally by 
the club at the appropriate 
time."

Despite  Rooney's 
brush with the law, Koe-
man confirmed the former 
Manchester United striker 
would play for Everton 
against Tottenham Hot-
spur in the Premier League 
on Saturday.

Rooney had made 
a successful start to his 
second Everton spell fol-
lowing his return to the 
club from United, scoring 
on his first two Premier 
League appearances.

His form moved Eng-
land manager Gareth 
Southgate to offer him an 
international recall, but he 
decided to call time on his 
England career.

also stood out with two 
successive centuries in the 
series including 123 in Aus-
tralia's first innings that 
helped secure a crucial 72-
run lead.

"We played some good 
cricket at times. To restrict 
them to what we did in 
the first innings was great. 
There wasn't a great deal 
in the surface for Lyon, but 
he was remarkable," Smith 
said of  Lyon's 7-94 that 
helped restrict Bangladesh 
to 305 in the first innings.

"I think he took 22 
wickets for the series so that 
was a really good effort.... 

But credit to Bangladesh 
they really made us fight 
throughout the series," he 
added. The hosts lost their 
grip after bowling out Aus-
tralia for 377 in their first 
innings without adding a 
run to the overnight total.

But Bangladesh skipper 
Mushfiqur Rahim believed 
the home batsmen were not 
good enough after electing 
to bat first.

"Credit to Australia. 
The wicket was pretty good 
to bat on, we missed out 
in the first innings. That's 
what cost us. We should've 
got 350 at least," said Mush-

fiqur.
"Win or lose, there are 

a lot of  areas of  improve-
ments. Our batsmen made 
things tough for themselves, 
hopefully we'll learn," he 
added.

Mushfiqur managed a 
top score of 31 off  103 balls 
in Bangladesh's second es-
say. But none of  the other 
batsmen could cope with 
a pitch that brought joy to 
Lyon.
- Highs and lows -
Bangladesh started the day 
on a high, dismissing num-
ber 11 batsman Lyon in the 
second over of the day.

London, Sep. 7 (AFP): 
English Premier League 
clubs voted on Thursday to 
close the 2018 close-season 
transfer window before the 
start of  the 2018-19 cam-
paign.

Following complaints 
by managers that transfer 
activity disturbs their prepa-
rations, Premier League 
clubs will not be able to 
register new players after 
1600 GMT on the Thurs-
day before the season starts.

The transfer window 
in Europe's other major 
leagues runs until August 
31, meaning clubs outside 
England could buy play-
ers from English top-flight 
teams after the new Premier 
League deadline. The move 
was announced following a 
meeting of Premier League 
club officials and is not be-
lieved to have been agreed 
unanimously. Arsenal man-
ager Arsene Wenger gave 

his backing to the decision 
before it was announced.

"Even in the games, you 
sit there before the games 
and even in players' minds 
they have no clarity," he told 
reporters at his weekly press 
conference. "Are they in? 
Are they out? Are they half  
in? Are they half  out? Are 
they tapped up in the after-
noon of the game by people 
who want to get them out? 
It's not the way to work and 
it's uncomfortable.

"Every single manager 
in the league would agree 
that it's time to kick that out 
before the season starts and 
not continue to have players 
in the dressing room who 
are half  out and half  in."

England's  Football 
League -- the second, third 
and fourth tiers -- is not af-
fected by the move.

Premier League clubs 
spent a record £1.4 billion 
($1.8 billion, 1.5 billion 

euros) on new players dur-
ing the 2017 close-season 
window.

The window closed last 
Thursday, three weeks after 
the new season had started.

Chris Hughton, man-
ager of  promoted Brigh-
ton and Hove Albion, wel-
comed the decision.

"That is good news," he 
said. "I think most manag-
ers would say the same. 
You have a hectic enough 
time as it is preparing for 
the season."

Earlier this week, UEFA 
president Aleksander Cefer-
in gave his support to mak-
ing the close-season player 
trading period shorter.

Transfer windows were 
introduced by world gov-
erning body FIFA in 2002.

In Europe they gener-
ally run from the start of  
June to the end of August, 
with a shorter mid-season 
window in January.

But Lyon returned to 
pick up regular wickets as 
Bangladesh slipped to 83-5 
at lunch.

A 54-run sixth-wicket 
stand between Mushfiqur 
and Sabbir Rahman stead-
ied the innings briefly but 
an unrelenting Lyon got 
Sabbir stumped for 24.

Mushfiqur fell to fast 
bowler Pat Cummins after 
being caught behind, leav-
ing his side in dire straits.

Cummins and Steve 
O'Keefe, who combined 
with Lyon to wipe off  the 
tail in the final session of  
play, took two wickets each.

With meagre room for 
manoeuvre in the fourth 
innings, Bangladesh had 
early success when Mus-
tafizur Rahman dismissed 
Warner, who shared the 
man of  the series award 
with Lyon, for eight.

Spinners Shakib Al 
Hasan and Taijul Islam 
then took the wickets of  
Steve Smith for 16 and 
Matt Renshaw for 22 to 
leave Australia at 48-3.

But Handscomb and 
Maxwell then dug in and 
saw Australia home with 
their unbroken 39-run 
stand. Australia now travel 
to India where they will 
play five one-day interna-
tionals and three Twenty20 
matches between Septem-
ber 17 to October 13.


