
O Ibobi Singh

Rohingya refugees rest after travelling over the Bangladesh-Myanmar border in Teknaf, Bangladesh.

Manik Sarkar

Chief Minister TR Zeliang along with colleagues and government officials after the inauguration 
ceremony at Jalukie town on Saturday. (Source: CMO)

Boat race at Sagolband Thangapat in Imphal during the 239th Heikru Hidongba festival in Manipur on 
Saturday. 
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Min.Max. Max.Min.
aizawl 26° 20 °
agartala 32° 26°

gangtok 24° 17°

guwahati 29° 24°

imphal 28° 21°

itanagar 27° 22°

shillong 22° 18°

delhi 32° 25°

Kolkata 34° 27°

chennai 34° 26°

 Max:  Min:
KOHIMA 25° 17°
dIMApur 30° 25°
 rF:  rH:
KOHIMA 27mm 91%
dIMApur 11mm 94%
* Rainfall (RF) * Relative humidity (RH)
Temperature in State Capitals
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He was asked to resign so he 
came to the church today to 

pray for revenge.
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‘What is consumed needs to be paid for’ ACAUT warns state 
government of ‘full-
blown’ agitation 

Over 2,600 homes burned in Myanmar's Rakhine

FIR lodged against 
O Ibobi Singh, 5 
former bureaucrats

CPI-M decides on Manik Sarkar 
as CM candidate for Tripura polls

Two Manipur police officers suspended

EastErn Mirror

Dimapur, Sep. 2 (EMN): 
Chief Minister, TR Zeliang 
on Saturday preached judi-
cious use of power supply 
while appealing ‘responsi-
ble consumers’ to avoid in-
dulging in power theft. 

A statement from the 
chief minister’s office on 
Saturday night informed Ze-
liang as delivering this mes-
sage during a programme to 
mark the “commissioning 
of 66 kV transmission line 
from Ganeshnagar to Jaluk-
ie charged at 33 kV and 5 
MVA 33/11 sub-station”, at 
Jalukie in Peren district. 

It quoted the chief min-
ister as saying: “It is a matter 
of great concern that in the 
last financial year, against 
a power purchase cost of  
Rs 281.97 crore, Power de-
partment could recover an 
amount of only Rs 116.42 
crore burdening the state 
with a huge revenue gap of  
Rs 165.55 crore.

“Our people have a 
common tendency of tak-
ing availability of electric-
ity and its usage in our day 
to day lives for granted and 

We cannot change 
anything until we accept 

it. Condemnation 
does not liberate, it 

oppresses. 

Carl Jung

Matt Damon worried with state 
of things in Trump era  | P10

cost free but what we tend 
to remain blissfully ignorant 
of, is the fact that electric-
ity is generated, purchased, 
transmitted and distributed 
at great cost and thus what 
is consumed needs to be 
paid for.”

Zeliang also thanked 
the DoNER ministry for 
funding the project while 
stating that the upgrade of  

power machinery would 
help boost the economy of  
the district and facilitate 
growth of industries and 
commerce. 

“Over 5 decades since 
statehood, there are still sev-
eral villages in the state that 
do not have power connec-
tivity but Peren district has 
attained 100% achievement 
in rural electrification,” he 

announced, informing that 
the electrification of 17 new 
villages covering 396 house-
holds under the Deendayal 
Upadhyaya Gram Jyoti Yo-
jana (DUGJY) were com-
pleted last month. 

Also underscoring the 
importance of technology 
in order to check “corrupt 
practices and theft in the 
power sector”, Zeliang 

Imphal, Sep. 2 (IANS): 
The Manipur government 
has suspended two senior 
police officers and withheld 
the pension benefits of a 
retired IPS officer for their 
alleged role in the procure-
ment of sub-standard belts 
for police personnel during 
the previous Congress re-
gime.

According to a govern-
ment order issued late on 
Friday, P Goulin (IPS) - 
Police Superintendent of  
Senapati district, and M 

Kumarjit (MPS) - Addi-
tional Police Superintend-
ent of Imphal East district 
are the officers put under 
suspension. The pension 
benefits of retired IPS offic-
er S Mangemjao have been 
withheld.

K Khan, the business-
man who had supplied the 
belts under question, was 
arrested earlier and subse-
quently released on bail. 

Chief Minister N Bi-
ren Singh, also holding 
the Home portfolio, said: 

"Some unhappy people 
posted photographs and 
messages in the social me-
dia about the 'fake belts' 
involving several crores 
of rupees. Since we have 
pledged to abolish corrup-
tion, we had to act."

During the press confer-
ence he tore apart one belt, 
saying it was made of plas-
tic and paper and not leath-
er. "The quality can never 
be compromised since the 
police and paramilitary per-
sonnel are fighting militants 

and hardened criminals."
Official sources said 

the suspensions became in-
evitable since these officers 
were in a position to influ-
ence the investigation.

"Nearly 30 persons have 
been suspended for their al-
leged corruption in various 
departments. So, it is wrong 
to say that only low-grade 
employees are punished... 
Many big fishes are also 
there and more will be sus-
pended after investigation 
in other scams," Biren said.

Yangon, Sep. 2 (IANS): 
More than 2,600 houses 
have been burned down 
over the past week in the 
Rohingya-majority areas of  
the country's northwest, the 
Myanmar government said 
on Saturday, in one of the 
deadliest outbreaks of vio-
lence involving the Muslim 
minority in decades.

"A total of 2,625 houses 
from Kotankauk, Myinlut 
and Kyikanpyin villages 
and two wards in Maung-
taw were burned down," 
the state-run Global New 
Light of Myanmar report-
ed.

The Myanmar offi-
cials blamed the Arakan 
Rohingya Salvation Army 
(ARSA), which is said to 

be defending Rohingya 
Muslims, for the fires in Ra-
khine villages. The group 
claimed responsibility for 
last week's coordinated at-
tacks on Army posts, which 
led to further clashes and a 
major clampdown by the 
country's military forces.

The Rohingya Mus-
lims fleeing the violence to 
Bangladesh, however, insist 
that a campaign of arson 
and killings by the Myan-
marese Army aimed at forc-
ing them out of the country 
is responsible for the car-
nage and destruction in the 
area, according to reports.

The skirmishes and 
ensuing Army crackdown 
have killed at least 400 peo-
ple and led to evacuation of  

Imphal, Sep. 2 (PTI): An 
FIR has been lodged against 
former Manipur chief min-
ister O Ibobi Singh and five 
former bureaucrats of the 
state for alleged financial 
irregularities in the Ma-
nipur Development Society 
(MDS), a police officer said 
today.

Ibobi Singh of the Con-
gress was the chief minister 
of Manipur from 2002 to 
March 2017.

The FIR was yesterday 
lodged at the Imphal police 
station against Ibobi Singh 
and former chief secretar-
ies Y Ningthem Singh, P C 
Lawmkunga and O Nabak-
ishore Singh. Also named 
in the FIR were former 
project director of MDS D 
S Poonia and its administra-
tive officer Ranjit Singh, the 
officer said.

The police lodged the 
FIR against Singh and five 
others after the joint sec-
retary in the Planning de-
partment, Th Munindra 
Singh yesterday, urged the 
Imphal West Superintend-
ent of Police to conduct "a 
detailed investigation and to 
book the persons/officials 

With a view to improve and provide stable power supply 
to Peren district the project was conceived to construct a 
new 66 kV transmission line from the Industrial Growth 
Centre, Ganeshnagar to Peren via Jalukie, and 5 MVA 
sub-stations at Jalukie and Peren.  The project was rec-
ommended by the Central Electricity Authority (CEA) on 
10/4/2007. Subsequently, DoNER sanctioned an amount 
of Rs 2178.44 lakh against a DPR cost of Rs 2548 lakh.

Work on the transmission line was slow initially due 
to Right of Way issues compelling change of route in 
some locations compounded with short working season 
and bad roads. Constructions of the sub-stations were 
also delayed due to change of sub-station site of both the 
Jalukie and Peren sub-stations. The work has therefore 
been reassessed to incorporate all the required changes 
as per site conditions amounting to a total of Rs 2541.44 
lakh and consist of the following components:

a. Construction of 66 kV transmission line of 35.8 Km 
amounting to Rs 1578.58 lakh. This will be initially 
operated at 33 kV as per CEA recommendation.

b. Construction of 5 MVA, 33/11KV S/S at Jalukie with 
control room amounting to Rs 501.12 lakh.

c. Construction of 5MVA, 33/11 KV S/S at Peren with 
control room, amounting to Rs 461.74 lakh.

The remaining portion of the transmission from 
Jalukie to Peren and the sub-station in Peren are under 
implementation and scheduled to be commissioned by 
December 2017. (Source: CMO) 

informed that the depart-
ment concerned has adopt-
ed measures to increase 
the number of payment 

counters and started setting 
up online payment facilities 
‘which will be taken up in a 
phased manner’. 

Dimapur, Sep. 2 (EMN): 
The anti-graft move-
ment, Against Corruption 
and Unabated Taxation 
(ACAUT) has warned 
the state government of  
a “full-blown state-wide 
agitation” in the event of  
the government refusing 
to implement the demands 
made during the public ral-
ly organised by ACAUT on 
August 25 last in Dimapur. 

This warning was con-
tained in a representation 
submitted by ACAUT to 
Chief  Secretary, Pankaj 
Kumar on September 1 
last. A copy of  the rep-
resentation was emailed 
to the press on Saturday 
evening. 

In the representation, 
ACAUT had listed all 
the seven resolutions “en-
dorsed by 65,000 plus peo-
ple” during the rally while 
reminding that out of  those 
seven points, four were di-
rected at the state govern-
ment. 

It urged the state gov-
ernment to “take cogni-
zance” of  the demands 
with immediate effect, 
“particularly, the demand 
to institute Nagaland 
Lokayukta and termina-
tion of  all backdoor ap-
pointees made in total 
violation of  6th June 2016 
government notification 
and High Court order dat-
ed 8th August 2016 before 
September is out.”      

The government’s fail-
ure to pass the Nagaland 
Lokayuta Bill, despite hav-
ing it tabled first inside the 
Assembly in 2015, was a 

serious breach of  public 
trust, it also stated. 

“In case the Nagaland 
government decides to 
convene a Special Session 
of  the NLA and pass the 
Nagaland Lokayuta Bill 
– as per the demands of  
the 25th August rally – the 
ACAUT, while appreciat-
ing this exercise, will how-
ever not accept any watered 
down draft apart from the 
those points submitted 
by it to both the Standing 
Committee on Lokayuta 
on 17th August, 2016 and 
Chief  Minister T R Zeliang 
in 2014 and 2015,” the rep-
resentation read. 

The ACAUT also stat-
ed that the state govern-
ment should “not drink its 
own vomit” on the issue 
of  backdoor appointments. 
“On 6th June, 2016, the 
government had notified 
banning backdoor appoint-
ments across all the grades 
which was subsequently 
upheld by the High Court, 
Kohima Bench, on 8th Au-
gust, 2016. And yet, hun-
dreds of  backdoor appoint-
ments have been made by 
the GoN, thereby violat-
ing its own notification as 
well as risking contempt of  
court.” 

Asking the state gov-
ernment to address the de-
mands before the comple-
tion of  its present tenure, 
the ACAUT warned that it 
was up to the government 
to ‘either settle the matter 
without causing inconven-
iences to the people or face 
full-out agitation by the 
people.’

~ Arien

responsible for mismanage-
ment, misappropriation and 
misuse of funds", on the 
basis of an enquiry report 
submitted by the Vigilance 
department.

The vigilance report said 
the former Chief Minister 
"is required to be examined 
and record his statement 
as he was the chairman of  
MDS from July 1, 2013 to 
August 31, 2014".

In November last year, 
the Planning Department 
of the state government had 
approached the Vigilance 
department to conduct an 
enquiry into the alleged 
financial irregularities in 
MDS.

It was alleged that "of-
ficials and staffs of MDS 
had not observed prescribed 
procedures, establishment's 
norms and extant rules" 
including "measurement 
books, detailed project re-
ports and utilisation certifi-
cation." 

Meanwhile the Ma-
nipur Pradesh Congress 
Committee spokesperson A 
K Ranjit said only after the 
conclusion of the investiga-
tion on graft charges, their 
authenticity should be de-
termined.

The Congress "wel-
comes the investigation 
process," he added.

Agartala, Sep. 2 (IANS): 
The ruling CPI-M in Tripu-
ra has decided to project 
Manik Sarkar as its chief  
ministerial candidate for the 
state assembly polls due in 
February 2018, a party lead-
er said here on Saturday.

Sarkar, 68, who has 
been Chief Minister of  
Tripura for 19 years, is a 
politburo member of the 
Communist Party of India-
Marxist (CPI-M).

Sarkar was reluctant to 
seek re-election but agreed 
following a party decision, 
CPI-M state Secretary Bijan 
Dhar told the media. 

"He will be the Chief  
Ministerial candidate of the 
Left Front for the next state 
assembly elections," Dhar 
said. 

"Manik Sarkar will con-
test the polls, win and will 
be the next Chief Minister," 
said Dhar, also a CPI-M 
central committee member.

Political circles feel that 
due to Sarkar's clean im-
age, efficiency and perform-
ance, the ruling Left stands 
a strong chance to win the 
polls in the state.

The Bharatiya Janata 
Party (BJP) has replaced 

Congress as the main oppo-
sition and is making all out 
efforts to capture power in 
Tripura.

Unlike previous elec-
tions, early announcement 
of the Left Front's Chief  
Ministerial candidate is also 
an electoral strategy.

The Left has been in 
power in the state since 
1978, except for five years 
from 1988 to 1992 - when a 
Congress-led alliance was in 
power in Tripura.

Speaking about the 
party's decision to not 
nominate General Secre-
tary Sitaram Yechury to 

the Rajya Sabha for a third 
term, Dhar said it was done 
as the party decided not to 
take any "electoral support" 
from the Congress or have 
any alliance with that party.

"That's why the party 
did not take support from 
the Congress to win the Ra-
jya Sabha seat for Yechury 
in West Bengal," he said.

He also slammed the 
opposition parties, espe-
cially the BJP, for targetting 
Manik Sarkar. 

"The opposition parties, 
especially the BJP, have no 
major issues to counter the 
Left parties with in Tripu-
ra, and that's why they are 
spreading personal slander-
ous facts against Manik 
Sarkar as he is the main 
leader of CPI-M and other 
Left parties."

A confident Dhar said 
that the Left Front would re-
turn to power for the eighth 
term.

He said the Left has 
always remained with the 
people. It has used the 
benefits of being in the 
government to expand the 
party base and organising 
successful mass movements 
on various issues.

more than 11,700 "ethnic 
residents" from the area, 
government officials said, 

referring to the non-Muslim 
population of northern Ra-
khine.

According to the UN 
estimate, nearly 58,600 Ro-
hingya refugees have fled 

into neighbouring Bangla-
desh from Myanmar. An-
other 20,000 Rohingyas are 
thought to be stuck along 
the Naf river, which forms 
the border between the two 
countries, a BBC report 
said. Aid agencies say they 
are at risk from drown-
ing, disease and venomous 
snakes.

Meanwhile, the Unit-
ed Nations World Food 
Programme (WFP) has 
suspended aid work in Ra-
khine amid the intensifying 
violence.

"We are coordinat-
ing with the authorities to 
resume distribution for all 
affected communities as 
soon as possible, including 
for any people newly affect-

ed by the current unrest," 
the WFP said in a state-
ment.

The suspension of  
food assistance operations 
would affect 250,000 inter-
nally displaced and "other 
most vulnerable popula-
tions," the statement added.

Rakhine, the poorest re-
gion in Myanmar, is home 
to more than a million Ro-
hingyas. They have faced 
decades of persecution in 
Buddhist-majority Myan-
mar, where they are not 
considered citizens.

Between 300,000 and 
500,000 Rohingyas live in 
Bangladesh but only about 
32,000 of them have refu-
gee status and live in camps 
in the Cox's Bazar district.

Sharapova advances into US 
Open last 16, Cilic ousted |  P11



Foresters urged to be more committed 
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IMPORTANT NUMBERS
Women Helpline: 181

DimApUR (STD CoDe: 03862)
Bethesda Ambulance Service                 9615053217, 9615520007
CIHSR 242555, 242533
Police Control Room 7085055050
Dimapur District Hospital 232224
Diphupar PS 7085055032
East PS 7085055030
Faith Hospital 248912, 9436004220
Fire Station (Chumu) 282777
Fire Station (Dimapur) 7085378850, 232201
GRPS 7085055031
Medziphema PS 7085055033
MH (Metro) Hospital 227930/231081
Mobile Unit Commander 7085055046
Nikos Hospital 248285, 232032
Niuland PS 7085088035
Sub-Urban PS 7085055036
Traffic Control -1 7085088038
Traffic Control -2 7085088039
West PS 7085055034
Women Cell 7085055037
Zion Hospital 231864, 224117, 227337

KoHimA (STD Code: 0370)
Bethel Nursing Home 2224202
Chiephobozou PS
Officer-in-Charge

8575045506
8575045516

Childline Kohima 1098
Chiephobozou PS
Officer-in-Charge

8575045506
8575045516

Fire Stations 2222952
IRCS Ambulance Service 2244350
Kezocha PS
Officer-in-Charge

8575045549
8575045538

Khuzama PS
Officer-in-Charge

8575045505
8575045515

NHAK 2222916
North PS
Officer-in-Charge

2222222, 8575045501
8575045510

Oking Hospital 2290080, 2290146
Police Control Room 100/2244279, 8575045500
South PS
Officer-in-Charge

2222111, 8575045502
8575045520

Tseminyu PS
Officer-in-Charge

8575045507
8575045517

Zubza PS
Officer-in-Charge

8575045508
8575045518

moKoKCHUnG (STD Code: 0369)
Chopper Service 8974151974/ 9615776811
Christian Hospital, Impur 2262214
Dr. Imkongliba Hospital 2226216/2226394
Faith Hospital Ambulance 9436004220, 9856051827
Fire Station 2226225
Hope Ambulance Service 8415827895/9856277674
Hotel Metsuben 8014587442/ 2226373
IRCS Ambulance Service 09402993002
Lifeline Ambulance 9436439707/ 9862447893
Mokokchung PS 1 2226241
Power House 2226221/2226293
Sewak Gate PS 2 2226213
Traffic Control 9485232691
Tuli Police Station 9485232693
Women Cell 9485232692
Woodland Nursing Home 2226263

I Panger Jamir IFS, PCCF & HoFF inspecting the forest guard training course during the convocation programme at State Environment & Forestry Training Institute in Dimapur. 

AR troops along with the accused and seized contraband.

Office bearers and executive members of Watsu Mungdang along with Ao Senden and Ao Students’ 
Conference officials during the inauguration programme.

Assam Rifles officials and Tuensang BS&G along with items gifted by the 40 Assam Rifles.

Government Middle School, Lower Chandmari, Kohima conducted mass social work, under Swachh Pakhwada programme, on Saturday 
September 2, at school campus, under the supervision of head teacher Y. Nchumbemo and assistant tecaher  Ekruvie.

ENSF to hold federal assembly
The Eastern Naga Student’s Federation (ENSF) has 
informed all its federating units and sub-ordinate 
units that the 1st Federal Assembly 2017-2020 will 
be held on September 12 at Tuensang HQ, to be 
hosted by Confederation of Chang Student’s Union. 
ENSF speaker, Apong Yimkhiungrü has directed all the 
officials of ENSF, federating units, sub-ordinate units 
and advisors were asked to attend the the assembly. 
Officials were also asked to submit genuine agendas 
to the speaker before September 8.  

Zuvotong colony to organise seminar
Zuvotong Colony Union will be organising a seminar 
today 1 p.m. at colony chairman’s residence. All colony 
members have been requested to attend attain the 
seminar without fail.

NAAC peer team to visit Kohima College
The National Assessment and Accreditation Council 
(NAAC) peer team will be visiting Kohima College, 
Kohima, for 2nd cycle of assessment and accreditation 
of the institution on September 4 and 5. The team will 
assess the teaching, learning and research activities 
of the faculty and students of the college, library and 
other facilities during their visit. The team will also 
interact with all stakeholders- Alumni Association, 
members of the Parents Teacher Association and 
Community members. 

Zeliangrong (AMN) informs
Ex-president AZU, ex-general secretary NSF and 
ex-president AZSU has informed all the member of 
Zeliangrong Baudi-Assam Manipur and Nagaland 
(AMN) and Zeliangrong Union (AMN), that there 
shall be a Constitution Drafting Committee meeting 
on September 5, 11 a.m. at Hotel Japfu, Kohima. The 
notification has been issued with reference to the 
joint declaration during the joint consultative meeting 
of Zaliangrong Baudi (AMN) and Zaliangrong Union 
(AMN) held at Namdunlong Baptist Church Conference 
Hall, Imphal on May 25. Amu Kamei, Raitu Chawang, 
Prof. Meijinlung Kamson, Azang Rongmei, Dichamang 
Pamei, Dr. Poujenlung Gonmei and Dr. Gairiangmei 
have been requested to attend the meeting.

NBA extraordinary meeting
Nagaland Bar Association (NBA) has convened an extra 
ordinary general body meeting on September 7, 11:30 
a.m. at the NBA office, District and Sessions Court 
premises. The meeting has been called to discuss 
several pressing and vital issues facing the NBA. At 
least two members from each district have been 
requested be present at the meeting positively.

NEwS IN BRIEF

DBC condemns Assam Rifles raid Contraband worth 2.50 lakh seized

NIIT announces Bhavishya Jyoti Scholarship

Phek Govt. College bid 
adieu to retiring prof.

AR presents pipe band items to Tuensang BS&G 

Watsu Mungdang new office inaugurated

Online electricity bill payment campaign

dignity of  their uniform 
they wear. 

A total of  25 forest 
guard trainees from 16 dif-
ferent divisions completed 

the six months manda-
tory training course con-
ducted by the Institute 
from March to August. 
The overall Best Forester 

of  the batch was awarded 
to Y. Khopenthung Shitiri 
from Doyang Plantation 
Division. 

The programme was 

chaired by Dr. N. Senthil 
Kumar, IFS, Conservator 
of  Forests (RPU), while an-
nual report of  the institute 
and declaration of  result 

was presented by Director 
of  SEFTI, Hukato Chishi, 
IFS and vote of  thanks was 
pronounced by faculty of  
SEFTI, Limaangtet Jamir.

Dimapur, Sep 2 (EMN): 
The Duncan Bosti Council 
(DBC) has condemned the 
August 24 raid by Assam 
Rifles at the private resi-
dence of  Robert Odyuo, 
who is a bonafide resident 
of  Duncan Bosti. 

The DBC termed the 
act of  Assam Rifles as 
gross and random viola-
tion of  human rights. 

In a press release is-
sued by DBC chairman, 
appealed the Assam Rifles 
not to carry out or conduct 
such unnecessary random 
house searches on innocent 
civilians without prior and 
proper specific informa-
tion by taking advantage 
of  AFSPA or DAA. 

“Such conduct of  As-
sam Rifles only creates 

public ire and resentment 
towards the army and agi-
tate peaceful atmosphere 
in civilian areas, the press 
release added.” 

Further, the DBC ap-
pealed to the highest com-
mand/authority of  Army 
to urgently look and re-
view the matter in order to 
maintain peaceful public-
army relationship.

Dimapur, Sep 2 (EMN): 
Department of  Power will 
be organising an awareness 
& demonstration campaign 
to promote online electricity 
bill payment for Dimapur, 
Chumukedima and Ko-
hima consumers (Phase-I) 
from September 6 to 10. 
Department officials will 

be available for assistance 
at all electricity bill payment 
counters and ideally located 
government offices, to assist 
the consumers in paying 
their electricity bill online. 

Consumers are request-
ed to bring the following 
for availing the facility: A 
copy of latest electricity bill 

(in case it is unavailable, to 
bring consumer number) 
and debit card/credit card/
net banking details.

It also informed that 
the Phase-II will be car-
ried out for consumers of  
Mon, Tuensang, Wokha, 
Zunheboto, and Phek from 
September 10 onwards.

Dimapur, Sep 2 (EMN): 
The new Watsu Mungdang 
office was formally inau-
gurated on Saturday Sep-
tember 2, at Aoer Kilem 
Building of  Ao Senden, 
opposite Mokokchung 

Town Hall, Sangtemla 
Ward.

Ao Senden president 
Imliyanger Jamir, AKM 
Vice president Sunglem 
and others spoke during 
a brief  inaugural pro-

gramme.
The Watsu president, 

Maonginla has informed 
that the office will be open 
on Tuesday, Friday and 
Saturday from 10 a.m. to 
3 p.m.

Dimapur, Sep 2 (EMN): 
With the aim to provide 
the local youth an oppor-
tunity for improvement 
of  drill as conducted in 
Bharat Scouts and Guides,  
the 40 Assam Rifles under 
the aegis of  HQ IGAR 
(North) presented pipe 
band items consisting of  
bagpipes and drums to Tu-
ensang Bharat Scouts and 
Guides on August 31. 

During a handing over 
programme, Commandant 
of  the troop, encouraged 
the youths to make use of  
the equipment and hone 
their skills in playing the 
instruments and showcase 
their talent. 

Dimapur, Sep 2 (EMN): The Phek Government College 
bade adieu to its senior most Assistant Professor, Dr. N. 
Selvaraj, HoD department of  English. 

According to the press release, Dr. Selvaraj joined the 
college in 1993 and has since diligently discharged his 
service both in academic as well as aiding the administra-
tion in various capacity for 24 years. He is also a recipient 
of  the prestigious Deputy Commissioner certificate of  
commendation award in the field of  education in 2016 
from Phek district. He completed his doctorate degree in 
2015 at the age of  58 on the topic ‘Novels as Philosophical 
Explications: A Critical Study of  Ayn Rand’s novels from 
Bharatidhasan University, Tiruchirappali, Tamil Nadu.

Speaking in his farewell programme, Dr. Selvaraj 
thanked his colleagues and the Phek community in gen-
eral. He called upon the peole of  Phek to be more sincere 
and dedicated in their duties. He also donated 201 books 
for the college library.

Dimapur, Sep 2 (EMN): 
NIIT Limited, a global 
leader in skills and tal-
ent development has an-
nounced India’s  most 
significant IT & New-
Age Careers Scholarship 
program-Bhavishya Jyoti 
Scholarship, to enhance 
employability for meritori-
ous students by bridging 
the affordability gap and 
making them future-ready 
to meet the emerging man-
power needs of  today’s 
digital economy. 

BhavishyaJyoti is one 
of  India’s most recognized 
and trusted scholarship pro-
grams with 26 years of mar-
ket presence that has ben-
efitted over 5 lakh students 
since its inception. It is a 
single campaign to target all 
segments like BA/Bcom/
BSc/Btech/BE/BSc(IT)/
BCA/BBA/BMS/MBA/
MCA/Polytechnic students 
and showcases NIIT’s vast 
program propositions for 
students from IT and as well 
as non-IT background. 

With a view to devel-

op next gen IT workforce 
trained in digital transfor-
mation technologies, NIIT 
will also offer futuristic 
programs under the Dig-
inxt series in MEAN Stack, 
Big Data and Java DevOps 
through Bhavishya Jyoti 
Scholarship. These pro-
grams will offer students an 
opportunity to acquire skills 
aligned to the fast-evolving 
digital economy.

To enable students to 
pursue their dream careers, 
NIIT also announced the 
reward fee waivers of up to 
Rs. 40,000 across the select-
ed regions this year. NIIT 
will be offering over 2000 
scholarships for its popular 
IT, DT and new-age career 
programs such as, digital 
marketing, analytics, retail 
management, information 
technology, finance & ac-
counting, web technologies, 
robotics etc.

Announcing the launch 
of  BhavishyaJyoti Scholar-
ship 2017, Prakash Menon, 
President of  Global Retail 
Business,NIIT Ltd. said, at 

NIIT has been the constant 
endeavour to offer challeng-
ing career opportunities to 
aspiring students in emerg-
ing areas of the knowledge 
society. The Bhavishya Jyoti 
Scholarship is an integral 
part of NIIT’s commitment 
to encourage meritorious 
students of  the country to 
builds a successful career 
in IT and other industry 
aligned programs.

Students who have 
scored 50% in their 12th 
or graduation can apply for 
the scholarship. The schol-
arship will be awarded to 
the students based on their 
performance in their 12th 
board exams. The applica-
tion forms for the scholar-
ship are available at NIIT 
education centers across the 
country. 

Head of NIIT Dimapur 
Center, Ajay Sethi, has in-
formed students to contact 
NIIT Dimapur Center at 
96121-71341/7011007823 
for more details. The last 
date to apply for scholarship 
is September 19.

 Dimapur, Sep 2 (EMN): The 9 Assam 
Rifles under the aegis of HQ IGAR (North) 
established a Mobile Vehicle Check Post in 
general area Pfutsero town on August 30. 

During the search, troops of  Assam 
Rifles recovered 50 Kg Marijuana (Ganja) 

worth Rs. 2,50,000 lakh from one Ma-
hindra Bolero with registration No. MN 
01K6410. 

The recovered contraband, vehicle and 
accused were handed over to Pfutsero Po-
lice Station for further investigation. 

Dimapur, Sep 2 (EMN): 
The convocat ion pro-
gramme of  38th Batch for-
est guard training course 
was held at State Environ-
ment & Forestry Train-
ing Institute, Dimapur on 
August 31. 

I. Panger Jamir IFS, 
P C C F  &  H o F F,  w h o 
graced the function as 
chief  guest, thanked all 
ranks and files of  the de-
partment for their con-
tributions in some of  the 
exemplary achievement 
made by the department, 
especially the preparation 
of  Forest Management 
Plan for the whole State. 
He also said Nagaland is 
the state in the country for 
preparation of  the plan. 

He also advised the 
newly passed out forest-
ers to be more commit-
ted forest officers, and to 
maintain and live to the 

WEAthEr ForECASt iN othEr DiStriCtS 

Max Min DP rh rF

WoKhA 21.2 17.8 18.5 94 7.4

ZBt 23.6 17.8 20.6 90 4.2

MoN 31.2 22.2 22.9 93 31.2

tuENSANG 22 18 19.3 88 14.2

MKG 27.2 24 21.3 78 6.2

PhEK 26.2 18.6 19.7 98 20.2

KiPhirE 23 20 22.4 93 11.2

SEChÜ ZuBZA 25 20 20.6 96 31.2

tSEMiNYu 25.4 20.2 20.7 98 4

MANGKoLEMBA 28.6 24 23.6 89 3.2

*Dew Point (DP) *Relative Humidity (RH) * Rainfall (RF)

Source: Department of Soil & Water Conservation, Nagaland 
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District chairman of the Swachh Bharat Mission (SBM), Mokokchung, M Bendangnukshi Longkumer, CTC principal Rev. Dr. Marnungsang along 
with the CTC community members at the awareness campaign on September 1.

Chief guest and EE PHED Mokokchung division, Er. Yanger Pongen, along with members of SEMB and Aongza ward authority after the 
launching of SEMB at Pongentola GMS premises in Mokokchung on September 2.

EM Images

EM Images

NAAC peer team handing over the report to the college principal at 
the exit meeting on August 30.

PTYS members and representatives of the various NGOs with the seized IMFL items in Phek town.

NSCU Dimapur officials posing for a photograph after its first meeting on Saturday in Dimapur.  

Eastern Naga students performing the bamboo dance at the college cultural day programme on September 
1. (Inset) The college vice principal, Waluniba Jamir, speaking on the occasion.

State

Aongza Ward forms SEMB for cleaner and healthy community 

Sazolie College observes cultural day 

PTYS destroys seized liquor

NCSU Dimapur demands contract works only for card holders

NAAC peer team visits KROS College

NPF Kohima appeals 
party workers

CTC declared ‘plastic-free zone’ 

Mokokchung, September 
2 (EMN): District chair-
man of the Swachh Bharat 
Mission (SBM), Mokokc-
hung, M Bendangnukshi 
Longkumer has declared the 
Clark Theological College 
(CTC) campus a ‘plastic-free 
zone’ on September 1 in 
the presence of  the college 
principal, faculty members, 

staff, students and Clark 
community.

Longkumer announced 
this during a programme on 
‘Plastic-free zone awareness 
camp cum launching pro-
gramme’ held at the CTC 
Multipurpose Hall, Aolijen, 
in Mokokchung district.

SBM district chair-
man speaking on the topic 

“Plastic hazards and waste 
management,” encour-
aged the Clark community 
and others to take part in 
the movement to keep the 
campus, spreading over 60 
acres, clean and green. The 
speaker not only dwelled 
on the hazards caused by 
careless use of  polythene 
and plastic materials but also 

proposed several alternative 
possibilities. 

L o n g k u m e r  s a i d , 
“Cleaning dirt accumulated 
due to careless use of poly-
thene and plastic materials 
on the campus is one thing 
and taking a pledge not to 
dirty the campus at all is 
another thing. We must ac-
tually prefer to do the latter 

than the former.” 
The college principal 

Rev. Dr. Marnungsang, in 
his brief  speech, acknowl-
edged that keeping the col-
lege campus clean and green 
was very much part of CTC 
history. He also informed 
that officially declaring CTC 
campus as ‘Plastic-free zone’ 
was the brain child of Clark 
Theological College Stu-
dent’s Council, which is 
whole heartedly support-
ed by the college faculty 
and Clark community. He 
thanked the students’ body 
for their commitment and 
timely initiative.

An important feature of  
the programme was the sign-
ing of pledge card to make 
the college campus “Plastic-
free zone” by every member 
of the Clark community in 
which more than 300 people 
pledged to make CTC cam-
pus a plastic-free zone.

Dimapur, Sep 2 (EMN): Aimed at preserv-
ing the rich cultural heritage, Sazolie College, 
Jotsoma, observed its 8th Cultural Day on 
September 1, jointly organised by the Cul-
tural Committee and Students’ Council of  
the College.

The college observed cultural day an-
nually with the objective to celebrate the 
rich and diverse cultures of the students of  
different communities from Nagaland and 
outside studying in the institution and also 
to create awareness among the students 
about the need to preserve their rich cultural 
heritage. The event is also aimed at educating 
the students to respect the different cultures 
and people they encounter or come across 
in their lives. 

The programme was compered by Oli 
and Rüyota of Semester I. 

Waluniba Jamir, college vice principal, 
spoke on the importance of  identity and 
stressed that an individual’s identity should 
be preserved and maintained by learning 
one’s own mother tongue, folklore and good 
cultural traditions and practices. He said the 
good qualities of our forefathers like honesty, 
volunteering or extension of help to others, 
integrity of character and respect for elders 

should not be forgotten but emulated and 
practised by the present generation. He also 
gave a brief narration of the origin of the Ao 
Nagas and sang an Ao folksong.    

The programme included presentation 
of folksongs, folk-fusion and re-enactment of  
folktales by different groups like the Angami, 
Sumi, Lotha, Ao, Chakesang and Eastern 
Naga tribes. A display of the different tra-
ditional costumes was another highlight of  
the programme. 

The Ao students were declared winners 
for their sterling performance of  a drama 
based on the legend of  Jina and Etiben, 
while the Eastern Naga students and the An-
gami students were awarded the second and 
third positions respectively for their equally 
brilliant performances of bamboo dance and 
folk-fusion choir rendition. 

In the class-wise category, Ms Tsiosela of  
Semester V was awarded the first position for 
her bollywood dance. The invocation prayer 
was said by Veralü Vero, Assistant Professor 
of English, while the welcome address and 
vote of thanks were delivered Uka Carara, 
president of Students’ Council and Sonye 
Khing, cultural secretary of Students’ Coun-
cil respectively. 

Dimapur, Sep 2 (EMN): 
Having received report that 
a sack full of  Indian Made 
Foreign Liquor (IMFL) 
rained down from the sky 
and landed on one of  the 
house in Phek town col-
ony in the early morning 
hour on September 1, the 
Phek Town Youth Society 
(PTYS) inspected the spot 
and confiscated the liquor.

After thorough inspec-
tion, it was discovered that 
the raining liquor bottles 
had actually fallen from 
a storage room on third 
floor of  the same complex. 
Subsequently, the youth 
society confiscated ad-
ditional stored-up liquor 
amounting 105 bottles of  
MC Rum and 48 bottles of  
beer from one Mrs Teresa. 

PTYS has served stern 
warning for involving in 
anti social activities in the 
town.

Meanwhile, the seized 
items were destroyed at the 
dumping yard in the pres-
ence of  Phek Town Colony 
chairman, GBs, Phek Area 
Mothers’ Association and 
Chakhesang Mothers’ As-
sociation.

Staff Reporter 
Dimapur, Sep 2 (EMN): 
Alleging participation of  
non-contractors in govern-
ment works, Dimapur unit 
of  the Nagaland Contrac-
tors and Suppliers’ Union 
(NCSU), while upholding 
the government’s standing 
order, resolved that only 
valid NCSU card holders 
would be allowed to par-
ticipate in the open tender 
system for any contract or 
supplier works.

The resolution to this 
effect was taken at the first 
meeting of  the Dimapur 
unit officials for the tenure 
2017-22 at its office on Sep-
tember 2. 

It was decided that its 
action committee would 
coordinate and supervise 
the concerned departments 
which deal with any con-
tract or supply works. It has 
also empowered the com-
mittee to undertake check 
and evaluate various depart-

ments in Dimapur district 
to ensure implementation 
of  government standing 
order; monitor maintaining 
quality workmanship by a 
contactor; and ensuring the 
departments appropriately 
execute the works.   

With 662 NCSU mem-
bers in Dimapur district, the 
union president Hotoshe 
Sumi affirmed that any con-
tractors failing to provide 
quality workmanship would 
face blacklist.

NCSU general secretary 
A Tureng said ‘any incon-
sistency on the part of  the 
department or contractor, 
the responsibility shall be 
fixed to the concerned err-
ing persons and action initi-
ated in consultation with 
executives.’ The secretary 
also cautioned the contrac-
tors on misuse of  writing 
pad and letter head by other 
persons. 

He further directed all 
fair price shop dealers in 

ing committee, informed 
that the Board consisted 
of  25 members including 
10 members from blocks, 
6 members from women 
group, 5 members from 
youth association, one tech-
nical consultant, one legal 
consultant and ex-officio 
from ward authority.

The tasks of  the SEMB 
relate to sanitation, PHED, 
electricity, health, animal 
husbandry, traffic and park-
ing management, ward 
beautification, roads and 
bridges.

Short speeches were 
said by R Longritemjen 
Ao, chairman of  Aongza 
Ward Authority; Pajung, 
MMC Superintendent; 
and Lima Aier, chairman 
of  SEMB. Dr. Aoyimsen 
Jamir, secretary of  Aongza 
Ward, proposed the vote 
of  thanks, while invocation 
was offered by Temsuwati 
Kichu, associate pastor of  
MTBA, and the benedic-
tion was said by S Dan-
iel Jamir, pastor of  CRC 
Mokokchung.
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In this connection, he 
drew the attention of  the 
people towards the polluted 
Milak River, which supplies 
abundance of  fresh water 
then but now has become 
a hazard river because of  
dumping wastes.

Pongen opined that we 
have huge responsibility to 
make the first step starting 

from our own ‘kitchen.’ 
He added that the depart-
ment through its various 
Swachh Bharat Mission 
(SBM) initiatives will try to 
work hand in hand with the 
Ward authority to realise 
their dreams.

The SBM brand ambas-
sador and president of  the 
Ao Senden, Imliyanger 

Jamir also lauded the peo-
ple of  Aongza Ward for 
their progressive thinking 
and attributed as an es-
sential initiative people 
needed today. He further 
encouraged the people to 
be ambassadors for this 
movement so that the suc-
cess of  the SEMB would be 
assimilated by others.

President of  All Ward 
Union Mokokchung Town, 
R Ayim Longkumer urged 
all to contribute towards 
this initiative adding if  
there is no sacrifice, unity, 
patient, and endurance 
from the concerned citizens 
then it would be in vain.

T inumayang,  con -
vener of  the SEMB draft-

Our Correspondent
M o k o k c h u n g,  S e p  2 
(EMN): In an ambitious 
move for a cleaner and 
healthy community, the 
Aongza Ward authority 
today launched the Socio 
Environment Management 
Board (SEMB)- a first of  its 
kind, with Er. Yanger Pon-
gen, EE PHED Mokokc-
hung Division, as the chief  
guest.

Addressing the launch-
ing programme at Pongen-
tola GMS premises, the 
chief  guest underscored 
that development or mod-
ernisation should start from 
waist up and congratulated 
the Aongza Ward author-
ity for launching its unique 
board towards environmen-
tal concerns to make the 
ward a clean zone within 
the town.

He informed that nearly 
50 percent of  the deaths in 
children below five years in 
India is due to unsanitary 
condition, adding nearly 15 
lakhs recorded death due to 
unsanitary conditions.   

Dimapur, Sep 2 (EMN): A 
three-member NAAC peer 
team visited KROS College 
on August 29 and 30. The 
peer team comprised of  
Prof. Bishnu Charan Barik, 
former Vice Chancellor 
of  Sambalpur University, 
Orissa, as the chairperson; 
Prof. Jagadeesha, Depart-
ment of Studies & Research 
Commerce, Manasa Gagn-
gotri, Mysore, as the mem-
ber Coordinator; and Dr. 
Vivek Kohli, Principal of  
Sohan Lal DAV College of  
Education, Ambala City, 
Haryana, as member.

The peer team interact-
ed with the various depart-
ments, members of  the 17 
committees, support serv-
ices, faculty, staff, students, 
alumni and parents. Docu-
ment verification and visits 
to the facilities of the college 
like the botanical gardens, 
zoo, rainwater harvesting, 
check dam, e-waste man-
agement, canteen, hostels, 
staff  quarters and others 
shown to the visiting team.

On August 29, the team 
had a luncheon meeting 
with representatives of  the 
Department of Higher Edu-
cation namely R Tsalise 
Sangtam, under Secretary; 
Dr. Nokhwenu Kirha, Dep-
uty Director; and Atula B 
Aier, State NAAC Coor-
dinator; and representa-
tives of  Nagaland Univer-
sity namely Dr. SK Sharma, 
Dean, SETAM Dimapur; 
disability patron Diethono 
Nakhro, and Dr. Arenla 
Walling, District Nodal Of-
ficer NTCP.

The visit concluded with 
exit meeting on August 30 
wherein Prof. Bishnu Cha-
ran Barik appreciated Kro-
sians for the achievement 
made in just 6 years and 
recommended to improve 

Dimapur, Sep 2 (EMN): 
Naga People’s Front (NPF), 
Kohima division, has ap-
pealed to all party rank 
and file to remain steadfast 
behind the leadership of  its 
president Dr. Shorhozelie 
Liezietsu. 

NPF Kohima made this 
call at its annual general 
conference held on August 
31 at the State Academy 
Hall in which it also adopt-
ed various resolutions.

Drawing example of  
the Tamil Nadu Gover-
nor on August 30, who 
refrained to interfere into 
the case of  19 AIADMK 
MLAs after they with-
drew their support to the 
chief  minister Adappa-
di Palaniswamy on the 
g round that  the rebel 
MLAs were still members 
of  the AIADMK, the divi-
sion urged the State Gov-
ernor to realise the folly 
of  his action in installing 
the ‘unconstitutional TR 
Zeliang government’ and 
immediately submit his 
resignation before he is 
further embarrassed or he 
does more damage to the 

hallowed constitutional 
and parliamentary norms 
and procedures.

The division also con-
demned the ‘biased, unfair 
and blatant act’ of  the NLA 
Speaker who, instead of  
acting according to the laws 
of  the land, went out of  his 
way to favour his brother 
in law TR Zeliang by ac-
cepting him as the chief  
whip of  the very political 
party he was expelled from. 
It stated that the Speaker 
should apologise for his 
actions, retract his moves 
if  possible, and stay away 
from politics for the rest of  
his life.

Meanwhile, the divi-
sion expressed gratitude 
to all party ranks and files 
and senior party leaders 
for the huge turnout and 
making its annual general 
conference a grand success 
despite short notice. 

The division has also 
welcomed Asu Keyho, 
former MLA, for joining 
the party fold along with 
200 supporters and pledg-
ing to strengthen the NPF 
party in his constituency. the research and consultancy 

service. The chairperson also 
handed over the peer team 
report to the principal.

Dimapur district to compul-
sorily register with NCSU at 
the earliest.

The unit advisor K Me-
dom, while reminding the 
members on past instances 
in which two former mem-
bers were blacklisted for 
their inconsistency, per-
suaded the members to dis-

play quality workmanship. 
“There should not be 

any room for ‘ism’ in a 
union and our first priority 
should be NCSU to pro-
vide quality workmanship,” 
urged Medom. 

The unit office bearers 
for 2017-22 are Hotoshe 
Sumi as president, Alezo 

Angami and I Wapang as 
vice presidents, Abel Tureng 
as general secretary, Cho-
bathung Lotha and Neizelie 
Keditsu as joint secretaries, 
Koching Zeliang as treas-
urer, and Likalo Letro as 
press secretary. The advisors 
are Kape, K Medom and 
Vikato.
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CPI-M decides on Manik Sarkar 
as CM candidate for polls

Manipur police officers suspended 
for procuring sub-standard belts

M’laya Police to approach 
Interpol on IRS scam

Arunachal yet to adopt Tibetan 
Rehabilitation Policy: CM

New alliance formed in MizoramAadhaar data 
collection to begin in 
Assam from December

Innovate, become entrepreneurs: Swamy tells IITians

Free training cum workshop on Karbi folk song concludes

Agartala, Sep. 2 (IANS): 
The ruling CPI-M in Tripura 
has decided to project 
Manik Sarkar as its chief  
ministerial candidate for 
the state assembly polls due 
in February 2018, a party 
leader said here on Saturday.

Sarkar, 68, who has been 
Chief  Minister of  Tripura 
for 19 years, is a politburo 
member of the Communist 
Party of  India-Marxist 
(CPI-M).

Sarkar was reluctant to 
seek re-election but agreed 
following a party decision, 
CPI-M state Secretary Bijan 
Dhar told the media. 

“He will be the Chief  
Ministerial candidate of the 
Left Front for the next state 
assembly elections,” Dhar 
said. 

“Manik Sarkar will 
contest the polls, win and 
will be the next Chief  
Minister,” said Dhar, also a 
CPI-M central committee 
member.

Political circles feel that 
due to Sarkar’s clean image, 
efficiency and performance, 
the ruling Left stands a 
strong chance to win the 
polls in the state.

The Bharatiya Janata 
Party (BJP) has replaced 
Congress as the main 
opposition and is making all 
out efforts to capture power 
in Tripura.

U n l i k e  p r e v i o u s 
e l e c t i o n s ,  e a r l y 
announcement of  the Left 
Front’s Chief  Ministerial 
candidate is also an electoral 
strategy.

The Left has been in 
power in the state since 
1978, except for five years 
from 1988 to 1992 - when a 
Congress-led alliance was in 
power in Tripura.

S p e a k i n g  a b o u t 
the party’s decision to 
not nominate General 
Secretary Sitaram Yechury 
to the Rajya Sabha for 
a third term, Dhar said 
it was done as the party 
decided not to take any 
“electoral support” from 
the Congress or have any 
alliance with that party.

“That’s why the party 
did not take support from the 
Congress to win the Rajya 
Sabha seat for Yechury in 
West Bengal,” he said.

He also slammed the 
opposition parties, especially 

the BJP, for targetting Manik 
Sarkar. 

“The opposition parties, 
especially the BJP, have 
no major issues to counter 
the Left parties with in 
Tripura, and that’s why 
they are spreading personal 
slanderous facts against 
Manik Sarkar as he is the 
main leader of CPI-M and 
other Left parties.”

A confident Dhar said 
that the Left Front would 
return to power for the 
eighth term.

He said the Left has 
always remained with the 
people. It has used the 
benefits of  being in the 
government to expand the 
party base and organising 
successful mass movements 
on various issues.

Imphal Sep. 2 (IANS):  The 
Manipur government has 
suspended two senior police 
officers and withheld the 
pension benefits of a retired 
IPS officer for their alleged 
role in the procurement 
of  sub-standard belts for 
police personnel during the 
previous Congress regime.

A c c o r d i n g  t o  a 
government order issued late 
on Friday, P. Goulin (IPS) 
- Police Superintendent of  
Senapati district, and M. 
Kumarjit (MPS) - Additional 
Police Superintendent 
of  Imphal East district 
are the officers put under 
suspension. The pension 
benefits of retired IPS officer 
S. Mangemjao have been 

withheld.
K .  K h a n ,  t h e 

businessman who had 
supplied the belts under 
question, was arrested 
earlier and subsequently 
released on bail.

Chief Minister N. Biren 
Singh, also holding the 
Home portfolio, said: “Some 
unhappy people posted 
photographs and messages 
in the social media about 
the ‘fake belts’ involving 
several crores of  rupees. 
Since we have pledged to 
abolish corruption, we had 
to act.”

D u r i n g  t h e  p r e s s 
conference he tore apart one 
belt, saying it was made of  
plastic and paper and not 

leather. 
“The quality can never 

be compromised since the 
police and paramilitary 
personnel are fighting 
militants and hardened 
criminals.”

Official sources said 
the suspensions became 
inevitable since these 
officers were in a position to 
influence the investigation.

“Nearly 30 persons have 
been suspended for their 
alleged corruption in various 
departments. So, it is wrong 
to say that only low-grade 
employees are punished... 
Many big fishes are also 
there and more will be 
suspended after investigation 
in other scams,” Biren said.

Shillong, Sep. 2 (IANS):  
Meghalaya Home Minister 
Hor ju  Donkupar  Roy 
Lyngdoh on Friday said 
that the state police is 
likely to approach Interpol 
in connection with a scam 
set up here to dupe US 
citizens by pretending to 
be their tax officials of  the 
Internal Revenue Service 
(IRS).

“If  required, the state 
police will approach the 
Interpol into the matter,” 
Lyngdoh told IANS.

He said an six-member 
Special Investigation Team, 
headed by Superintendent 
of  Police, Shillong City, 
Vivek Syiem has been 
fo r med  to  conduc t  a 

thorough probe into the 
scam and is coordinating 
wi th  Assam,  Gujara t 
and Maharashtra Police 
besides the Enforcement 
Directorate.

Earlier this week, police 
had busted three IRS call 
centres - IFA Enterprise, 
BPO Zurich (in Assam’s 
main city of  Guwahati) 
and Dasanbha Enterprise 
- and arrested nine people 
from various locations 
after a long surveillance of  
their criminal activities in 
Meghalaya. 

Seve ra l  e l ec t ron i c 
devices and gadgets, some 
cash and incriminating 
documents have been also 
seized.

Roing (Arunachal Pradesh), Sep. 1 (IANS): 
Arunachal Pradesh Chief  Minister Pema 
Khandu on Friday said his government is yet 
to adopt the Tibetan Rehabilitation Policy.

Several civil society groups, including the 
opposition Peoples Party of Arunachal and 
Congress have opposed the state cabinet’s 
decision on August 12 to adopt and extend 
the Tibetan Rehabilitation Policy 2014 in 
the state.

“The policy has only been agreed in-
principle and not passed in toto. It will be 
framed only after Arunachal comes up 
with its own rehabilitation policy only after 
consultation with all stakeholders,” Khandu 
said at the Solung festival of the indigenous 
community.

The Chief  Minister said that his 
government will never give away any kind of  
rights to any refugees, which is detrimental 
to the interests of  indigenous people 
of  Arunachal. Noting that the Tibetan 
Rehabilitation Policy is a Government of  
India policy, Khandu said that the policy has 
been adopted in all states wherever there are 
Tibetan refugee settlements.

However, he said TRP policy is yet to be 
fully adopted in Arunachal due to issues over 
land and jobs.

On the recent cabinet decision to create a 
department of indigenous faith and cultural 
affairs (DIFCA), the Chief  Minister said 
the objective of  the department is purely 
to preserve indigenous tribal beliefs and 
traditions, and is not against any religion.

He said DIFCA is for all tribal faiths and 
is to protect indigenous beliefs.

“The government will never work in 
favour or harm the interest of any religion 
or undermine the secular character of the 
state,” Khandu stated.

He said the department of art and culture 
has some limitations due to which it is not 
able to fully support the effort to preserve 
the local culture. 

Exhorting the people on the importance 
of  preservation of indigenous culture, the 
Chief  Minister appealed to the people 
to speak in their own local dialects. He 
particularly stressed on the importance of  
children to learn their local dialect and to 
have understanding of their local traditions 
and customs. “I have four kids but I never 
bother to send them away abroad or to other 
states for their studies. I want them to grow 
in our local environment so that they can 
be acquainted with their culture and dialect 
first,” Khandu said.

Aizawl, Sep. 2 (PTI): A pre-electoral non-
Congress non-MNF alliance called Zoram 
Peoples Movement has been formed in 
Mizoram.

The new alliance comprise of  Zoram 
Nationalist Party, Mizoram Peoples 
Conference and the newly formed Zoram 
Exodus Movement, one of its leaders said 
today.

I t  would contest  the  Mizoram 

assembly polls scheduled for late next 
year.

ZEM convener K Sapdanga, who is 
also the editor of  ‘Vanglaini’, the largest 
circulated vernacular daily in the state said 
the successive Congress and the MNF 
governments had ruined the state and the 
people were looking for an alternative.

The allaince would provide an alternative 
to the electorate, he added.

Guwahati, Sep. 2 (PTI): 
Data collection for Aadhaar 
card would star t from 
December in Assam, the 
only state besides Jammu 
and Kashmir where the 
Aadhaar process has not 
taken place.

C h i e f  M i n i s t e r 
Sarbananda Sonowal at 
a review meeting here 
today was informed by 
General Administration 
Department (GAD) that 
data collection for Aadhaar 
card would begin from 
December 1 and the whole 
process would be completed 
within a year, officials said.

The Chief  Minister 
said local vendors must be 
engaged in the process that 
entails ab expenditure of  
Rs 160 crore for providing 
Aadhaar card to 3.18 crore 
people of the state.

Sonowal asked the GAD 
to undertake awareness 
campaigns through street 

plays and short films for 
making people aware about 
the importance of Aadhaar 
card.

At the meeting, the chief  
minister also asked officials 
to identify land in Barak 
Valley for construction of  
a mini secretariat to dispel 
the feelings of  alienation 
among them.

The secretariat would 
facilitate smooth delivery 
of  various services to the 
people living in Barak 
Valley and speed up the 
growth of  the region, he 
added.

Sonowal directed the 
judicial department to 
take action for setting up 
courts at the newly formed 
districts of  the state and 
also suggest  ways for 
upgrading the curriculum 
of  law colleges in the state 
to make them at par with 
the best law colleges in the 
country.

Guwahati, Sep. 2 (PTI):  BJP 
leader Subramanian Swamy 
has exhorted students of  IITs to 
innovate, become entrepreneurs 
but never settle for a job which 
is how they can contribute to 
the nation’s economy and make 
India a true global, economic and 
political power.

“Students take engineering 
degrees from different streams 
and later pursue business courses 
in IIMs or some might settle 
down for a job. Now, to resolve 
India s situation, we need to 
understand that to become a 
global economic power, there are 
two possible ways.

“One is to follow steady 
growth by increasing capital and 
labour which is always associated 

with diminishing returns and 
less growth. But if  one wants to 
jump growth curves, then the 
only way known in economics is 
through Innovation new ways of  
doing things”, said Swamy while 
delivering the keynote address 
at Techniche at IIT Guwahati 
yesterday.

“For example, locomotive and 
steel furnaces were invented due 
to high investment in science and 
technology by the British which 
led to an Industrial Revolution. 
The same imitation by France, 
Germany, etc. also made them 
developed.

“ T h e  A m e r i c a n s  h a d 
new methods of  production, 
they integrated the system of  
production where raw materials 

come from one door and the final 
products leave another door,” 
said the former professor of  IIT 
Delhi.

A press release issued by 
IIT-G Techniche, the annual 
techno management festival of  
students, quoted Swamy: “All 
this was done because they had 
labour shortage. 

They went in further and 
b r o u g h t  d eve l o p m e n t s  i n 
electricity, electric bulbs, tele-
printer systems, jet engines, fax 
machines and finally internet 
w h i c h  h ave  t r a n s f o r m e d 
e v e r y t h i n g  i n  b u s i n e s s 
interactions and transaction”.

He said, “our goal since the 
last few years has been on how 
to convert India into a global 

economic and political power. 
India was once the leading 
country in terms of  global power. 
We invented a lot of  concepts in 
mathematics including the zero, 
decimal point, few concepts in 
calculus, etc. Then we faced a 
decline from the year 1200 right 
till the British rule and a further 
sharp decline during the rule.

“After  1947,  India  was 
completely focused on developing 
this situation but we made 
many mistakes also. The Soviet 
Economic Model might have 
been inappropriate for India since 
agriculture sector was greatly 
affected by the Zamindar System 
during the British Rule.

“ T h e r e  i s  d e f i n i t e l y 
an  improvement  a f te r  the 

dismantling of  the model in 
1990 and in the next 10 years 
we might get ahead of  China 
and probably in another 25 years 
we can compete with the US in 
world affairs,” he said.

He added that this is where 
the IITs have become important 
since the brightest students come 
here.

“So we need to motivate IIT 
students to go for innovation. So, 
we need students to take risk, 
become entrepreneurs, bring in 
revolution, not settle down for 
a job and thereby giving one 
s contribution to the nation s 
economy”, said Swami who 
previously served as Associate 
Professor in Harvard University,” 
he said.

Our correspondent
Diphu, Sep. 2 (EMN): Karbi Anglong 
Autonomous Council (KAAC), 
Cultural Affairs department in 
collaboration with Rasinja Asong 
has organised closing programme  on 
Free Training cum workshop on Karbi 
folk song (kecharhe) held at the office 
premise of Rasinja Asong.

Free training cum workshop on 
Karbi folk song (Kecharhe) was held on 

13-17 May, 2017 where 38 participants 
took discourse of the Karbi Folk song.  
The training was  attended by Karbi 
women, this folk song (Kacherhe) is 
usually sings and recite songs by the 
elderly woman in the time of ritual.

Later, the programme was grace 
by Rupsing Teron, KAAC executive 
member.

Addressing in the program Teron 
said that he will assist Rasinja Asong 

for promotion or Karbi folk song in 
the contemporary world, with the 
advancement of the society lesser are 
seen who can sing and recite the karbi 
folk song. 

He also appreciated Rasinja Asong 
(organisation) for taking the good step 
for promoting of Karbi folk song. The 
organiser also distributed certificate 
to the participants in the closing 
program.
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Rupee off 3-week high, down 12 paise on GDP concerns

67.90 55.70
Applicable for Kohima from 
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Petrol Diesel

Credit growth of banks slowed 
to 8.1% in 2016-17: Report

Facebook maps populations in 
23 countries to expand internet

Largest ever tender for laptops, 
projectors floated in Kerala

Punjab to launch 
employment 
scheme on Sep 5

Govt keeping an eye on 
GST implementation 
regularly: Meghwal

Rate cut hopes, healthy 
domestic cues lift equity indices 

Apple might lease Culver Studios

On Modi visit, Myanmar to receive 
first lot of diesel from India

Aung San Suu Kyi and 
other ministers and officials 
of  her government,” Ken 
Tun said.

Modi arrives in Myan-
mar on September 5 on a 
three-day visit from Xia-
men in China, where he is 
going to attend the BRICS 
summit.

Ken Tun said Parami 
Energy will import be-

tween 10 to 20 trucks of  
High Speed Diesel from 
NRL every day for three 
months before India takes a 
call on whether to go for a 
pipeline to transport diesel 
to Myanmar,

“We will see whether 
the demand stabilises and 
then check if  the volumes 
are big enough to justify 
construction of  a pipeline 

San Francisco, Sep 2 
(IANS): As the battle for 
best movie scripts and tel-
evision projects intensifies 
between tech giants in the 
Silicon Valley, Apple might 
lease the Culver Studios in 
California as it plans to pour 
$1 billion into TV and movie 
productions.

Apple is in discussions 
with the studios, where mov-

ies like “Gone With The 
Wind” and “The Matrix” 
were shot, Financial Times 
reported.

While Google-owned 
YouTube is already produc-
ing original television series, 
Amazon, which recently 
won Oscars for “Manchester 
by the Sea”, has been linked 
with a move to The Culver 
Studios, the report said.

The iPhone maker has 
already hired top Hollywood 
talent Sony duo Jamie Erli-
cht and Zack Van Amburg 
to lead its Hollywood push. 

The site has 13 sound-
stages up to 32,000 sq ft in 
size that can accommodate 
TV show shoots and full-
length feature film work but 
Apple is mainly looking for 
office space.

Mumbai, Sep 2 (IANS) 
Short covering ahead of the 
August derivatives expiry, 
coupled with hopes of a rate 
cut by the Reserve Bank of  
India (RBI), healthy auto 
sales data and manufac-
turing data for the month 
of  August, contributed to 
the bull run of  key Indian 
equity indices for the third 
consecutive week.

Bes ides,  investors ’ 
sentiments remained up-
beat over positive global 
cues on the back of  easing 
geo-political tensions and 
persistent purchasing ac-
tivities by domestic institu-
tional investors (DIIs). 

On a weekly basis, 
the 30-scrip Sensitive In-
dex (Sensex) of  the BSE 
surged by 296.17 points 
or 0.94 per cent to close at 
31,892.23 points. 

Meanwhile, the Nif-
ty50 of  the National Stock 
Exchange (NSE) closed at 
9,974.40 points, up 117.35 
points or 1.19 per cent.

“The  Ni f ty  s tayed 
above the recent low of  
9,685 (August 11) during 
the week... There were 
alternative sessions of  gain 
and loss. But, the VIX (vol-
atility index) eased down 
and other bearish signals 
also eased off  during the 

week,” Dhruv Desai, Di-
rector and Chief  Operat-
ing Officer of  Tradebulls, 
told IANS.

Vinod Nair, Head of  
Research, Geojit Financial 
Services, said scale up of  
favourable domestic cues, 
better than anticipated tax 
collection under the GST 
regime, short covering 
ahead of  the futures and 
options (F&O) expiry and 
positive global market due 
to easing tensions, gave a 
fillip to market sentiment.

“Q1FY18 gross do-
mestic product (GDP) of  
5.7 per cent which was 
much below the consensus 
estimation of  6.5 per cent, 
surprised on the downside. 
The impact of  demon-
etisation and effect of  de-
stocking ahead of  the GST 
pulled down the growth,” 
said Nair.

Official data released 
on  Thursday  evening 
showed that growth in the 
Indian economy during 
the first quarter of  this 
fiscal fell to 5.7 per cent 
pulled down by sluggish 
manufacturing.

According to data from 
the Central Statistics Of-
fice (CSO), India’s gross 
domestic product (GDP) 
for the first quarter at Rs 

31.10 lakh crore grew 5.7 
per cent over the same 
quarter last year. During 
the previous quarter, the 
GDP had grown by 6.1 per 
cent. “The weak growth 
is raising hope the RBI 
will cut its main policy 
repo rate at its next policy 
meeting in early October, 
after cutting it by 25 basis 
points last month,” Desai 
told IANS.

Nair added: “Perhaps, 
the GST led disruption is 
likely to extent for one or 
two quarters and may con-
tinue to hurt some SMEs 
(small and medium-sized 
enterprises) going forward. 
However, the market con-
tinued to stay on the posi-
tive terrain due to better 
auto sales and encouraging 
manufacturing data for the 
month of  August.”

A key macro-economic 
data released during mar-
ket hours on Friday re-
vealed that the Nikkei India 
Manufacturing Purchasing 
Managers’ Index (PMI) 
-- a composite indicator of  
manufacturing perform-
ance -- stood at 51.2 in 
August, up from the index 
reading of  47.9 reported 
in July -- signalling “a re-
newed improvement in the 
health of  the sector”.

to bring down transport 
costs. If  we have a big de-
mand, a pipeline is the only 
way we can compete with 
others who import petro-
leum products by sea,” Ken 
Tun told Mizzima.

He said 40 per cent of  
Myanmar’s daily consump-
tion of  200,000 barrels of  
High Speed Diesel is in 
Mandalay and other parts 
of  northern Myanmar.

“It  makes business 
sense to source this supply 
from northeast India,” Ken 
Tun said.

The Numaligarh Re-
finery is Assam’s biggest 
among the four in the 
northeastern state.

“Initially, tankers will 
be used to take diesel from 
Numaligarh by road to My-
anmar. We might explore 
possibilities of  laying a 
pipeline to export diesel at 
a later stage if  technically 
feasible,” a senior NRL 
official said, unwilling to 
be named.

Myanmar  requi res 

some 5 million tonnes of  
diesel annually and the 
oil-rich state of  Assam can 
easily meet the demand, 
he said.

“It would be a profit-
able business proposition, 
and eventually we might 
think of  exporting other 
petroleum products,” the 
senior official of  Assam’s 
state-owned Numaligarh 
Refinery said.

He said natural gas 
could also be imported 
from Myanmar to India us-
ing a separate pipeline.

“Between four to six 
trillion cubic feet of  gas 
reserves were discovered 
recently in Myanmar. It 
would be economically 
cheaper to wheel back gas 
(through a pipeline) from 
Myanmar for use in India,” 
the official said.

Ken Tun said Parami 
Energy was also looking 
at importing electricity 
from northeast India, like 
Bangladesh is doing at the 
moment.

New Delhi, Sep 2 (PTI): 
The government is moni-
toring implementation 
of  the Goods and Serv-
ices Tax (GST) regularly 
and teething issues are 
being resolved immedi-
ately, Minister of  State 
for Finance Arjun Ram 
Meghwal said today.

Some technical is-
sues with regard to tax 
payment have come to 
light and GST Network 
(GSTN) was directed to 
resolve them, he added.

Authorities are also 
keeping a tab on impact 
of  GST on prices of  vari-
ous commodities. Ac-
cording to the minister, a 
team of  180 officials and 
30 ministers is on the job.

“They are gett ing 
feedback from various 
districts and towns and 
trying to assess what kind 
of  procedural difficulties 
businesses are facing. Pro-

cedural issues are sorted 
out by tax authorities as 
and when they arise,” he 
said at an event organised 
by PHD Chamber here.

GST - -  touted by 
Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi as ‘Good and Sim-
ple Tax’ -- was rolled out 
on July 1.

On GDP growth, he 
said manufacturing was 
hit in June because of  de-
stocking in light of  GST 
implementation from July 
1.

The growth slumped 
to a three-year low of  5.7 
per cent during April-
June -- lagging China for 
the second straight quar-
ter -- as manufacturing 
slowed ahead of  the GST 
launch amid demonetisa-
tion effect.

Meghwal, however, 
expressed hope that eco-
nomic growth will pick up 
in the next quarter.

C h a n d i g a r h ,  S e p  2 
(IANS): The Punjab gov-
ernment will launch em-
ployment scheme ‘Ghar 
Ghar Rozgar’, on Septem-
ber 5 from Mohali, adjoin-
ing Chandigarh, a state 
government spokesman 
said here on Saturday.

“The launch will be 
kicked off  with an Em-
ployers Meet at ISB (In-
dian School of  Business), 
Mohali, from 11 a.m. to 
1 p.m. to be followed by 
a state-level Job Fair at 
GMADA Stadium, Mo-
hali,” he said, adding the 
the ‘Employers Meet’ will 
serve as a platform to get 
insights from the industry 
and employers on various 
aspects of  employment 
generation strategies.

“The objective of  this 
initiative is to have wide 
ranging conversation with 
the industry directly in 
exploring the existing op-
portunities and creating 
future opportunities for 
employment,” he said.

The spokesman said 
that the conference will 
draw employers from dif-
ferent segments - MSME, 
large and mega-industry 
and different sectors of  
industry such as manu-
facturing, construction, 
retail, food processing, 
hospitality and informa-
tion technology.

The event will have par-
ticipation from the leading 
industry experts, including 
Isher Judge Ahluwalia, the 
Chairperson, India Council 
for Research on Interna-
tional Economics), Krish 
Iyer, the CEO of  Walmart 
India, S.P. Oswal, Chair-
man, Vardhman Textiles 
Ltd, Rajinder Gupta, the 
Chairman, Trident Group, 
A.S. Mittal, Vice Chair-
man, Sonalika Internation-
al Tractors Ltd, Sandeep 
Jain, Executive Director, 
Monte Carlo and others.

Mumbai, Sep 2 (PTI): The 
rupee on Friday retreated 
from its three-week high by 
losing 12 paise against the 
US dollar to end at 64.02 af-
ter the latest GDP numbers 
showed the country’s growth 
slowed to a three-year low.

Overall currency mar-
ket sentiment turned highly 
volatile against the backdrop 
of concerns over sputtering 
domestic economy which 
unexpectedly slumped a 
three—year low of  5.7 % 
during April—June amid 
lingering impact of note ban 
late last year and also the 
launch of new GST regime.

Fresh concerns over po-
tential interest rate hike by 
the US Federal Reserve in 
the midst of  strong macro 
data amid heavy capital out-
flows adding to downbeat 
mood. Meanwhile, a robust 
dollar demand from im-
porters and corporates also 
weighed on rupee trade.

The rupee opened a tad 
weak at 63.92 from Thurs-
day’s close of  63.90 at the 
Interbank Foreign Exchange 
(forex) market on fresh bouts 
of dollar demand.

I t  remained  under 
pressure most  par t  of  
the day and once again 
breached the significant 

New Delhi, Sep 2 (IANS): 
The credit growth of  all 
banks slowed down to 8.1 
per cent in 2016-17 from 
10.9 per cent in the previ-
ous year, though the ag-
gregate deposits improved 
on account of  massive flow 
of  funds after demonetisa-
tion, a Dun and Bradstreet 
report said on Saturday.

“The credit growth of  
all scheduled commercial 
banks slowed down from 
10.9 per cent in 2015-16 
to 8.1 per cent in 2016-17. 
The growth in aggregate 
deposits, on the other hand 
improved from 9.3 per cent 
in 2015-16 to 15.9 per cent 
in 2016-17, largely on ac-
count of  a massive flow 
of  funds into the banking 
system after the demoneti-
sation of  November 2016,” 
the report titled ‘India’s 
Top Banks 2017’ noted.

It said that the banks’ 
non-performing assets 
(NPAs) continued to dis-
play the highest level of  
stressed advances. 

“The gross non-per-
forming advances (GNPA) 
of  banks rose to 9.6 per 
cent in March, 2017 from 
7.5 per cent in March, 
2016. The net NPA ratio 
of  banks stood at 5.5 per 
cent in March 2017,” the 
report said.

“At present, the Indian 
banking sector is going 
through a critical phase. 
The credit growth has re-
mained subdued, particu-
larly in the case of  public 
sector banks. Increase in 
stressed assets has affected 
the profitability of  banks 
and therefore, deteriorating 
asset quality means a major 
challenge for the banking 
industry,” Manish Sinha, 

Managing Director- India, 
Dun and Bradstreet said.

The Indian banking sec-
tor has lately grappled with 
various challenges, includ-
ing degradation in asset 
quality and a sharp slow-
down in credit off  take. 

The report highlights 
that an improvement in 
India’s macroeconomic 
fundamentals, the underly-
ing potential in terms of  a 
largely under-banked popu-
lation and the digital push 
by the government can be 
leveraged to help the sector 
turn the tide in the coming 
years.

In 2016-17, the aggre-
gate total income of  the 
68 profiled banks stood at 
Rs 11.5 trillion, reflecting 
a 6.7 per cent growth. The 
total income of  private 
sector banks grew by a 
healthy 15.8 per cent dur-
ing the year, as against a 
modest growth in public 
sector banks (3 per cent) 
and foreign banks (5.8 per 
cent), it said.

“The aggregate value of  
Net Interest Income (NII) 
of  profiled banks rose by 
6.4 per cent to Rs 3,284.8 
billion. Private banks re-
ported a 15.7 per cent 
growth in NII, as against a 
flat performance by public 
and foreign banks,” the 
report stated.

In 2016-17, the ag-
gregate net profit of  the 
profiled banks grew by a 
whopping 72.6 per cent to 
Rs 562.9 billion.

The report highlights 
the opportunities and chal-
lenges the banking sector 
faces as well as analyses the 
financial performance of  
68 scheduled commercial 
banks.

San Francisco, Sep 2 (IANS): In a bid to 
expand the reach of internet to every corner 
of the world, Facebook said that it has cre-
ated a data map of the human population 
of 23 countries by combining government 
census numbers with information obtained 
from satellites.

Citing Janna Lewis, Facebook’s head 
of  strategic innovation partnerships and 
sourcing, CNBC reported that the mapping 
technology can pinpoint any man-made 
structures in any country on Earth to a reso-
lution of five metres.

Facebook used the data to understand 
the precise distribution of humans around 
the planet which would help it determine 
what types of internet service -- based either 
on land, in the air or in space -- it can use to 
reach consumers who now have no (or very 

low quality) internet.
“Satellites are exciting for us. Our data 

showed the best way to connect cities is an 
internet in the sky,” Lewis was quoted as say-
ing at a Space Technology and Investment 
Forum sponsored by the Space Foundation 
in San Francisco this week.

“We are trying to connect people from 
the stratosphere and from space,” using 
high-altitude drone aircraft and satellites, to 
supplement Earth-based networks,” Lewis 
added.The data is used “to know the popula-
tion distribution” of Earth to figure out “the 
best connectivity technologies” in different 
locales.  “We see these as a viable option for 
serving these populations” that are “uncon-
nected or under-connected,” she said.

Facebook said that it developed the map-
ping technology itself.

Thiruvananthapuram, 
Sep 2 (IANS): An e-tender 
worth Rs 300 crore, billed 
to be the largest ever in the 
IT sector in Kerala’s his-
tory, was floated on Satur-
day, said an IT official.

The e-tender for 60,250 
laptops and 43,750 mul-
timedia projectors was 
published in the state’s 
eTender portal, said K. 
Anvar Sadath, Vice Chair-
man and Executive Direc-
tor, Kerala Infrastructure 
and Technology for Edu-
cation (KITE) -- formerly 
IT@School Project of  the 
Kerala government.

KITE is the first Spe-
cial Purpose Vehicle (SPV) 
to be funded from the 
Kerala Infrastructure and 
Investment Fund Board 
(KIIFB) established by 
the Kerala government 
to support projects worth 

Rs 50,000 crore in various 
sectors in the coming five 
years.

Under the IT project, 
4,775 government-aided 
schools will be covered 
under a programme where 
high-speed fibre-based 
broadband internet would 
be made available in all 
classrooms.

This programme is a 
“holistic integration of  
components like capacity-
building, digital content, 
connectivity, infrastruc-
ture, resource portal and 
e-Governance”, said Sa-
dath.

He said the tender in-
sists on stringent condi-
tions as it has to ensure 
hassle free support for 
schools for five years and 
KITE will establish nec-
essary support mecha-
nisms.

Nay  Py i  Taw,  Sep  2 
(IANS): The first consign-
ment of  high speed die-
sel from India will reach 
Myanmar on September 
3, Parami Energy Group 
CEO Ken Tun has said.

Ken Tun told Mizzima 
News that his group is im-
porting the diesel under a 
joint venture agreement 
with India’s Numaligarh 
Refineries or NRL.

Two trucks, each loaded 
with 4,000 gallons of  high 
speed diesel or HSD, will 
reach Moreh on September 
3, he said on the sidelines 
of  a seminar on ‘Myanmar 
in BIMSTEC’ here. Moreh 
is a town located on the In-
dia-Myanmar border in the 
Indian state of  Manipur.

“They will be formally 
received by Parami Energy 
officials in Tamu (in Myan-
mar, on the border crossing 
with Moreh) and the event 
will be viewed on screen 
by Indian Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi and My-
anmar State Counsellor 

64-mark to hit an intra-
day low of  64.05 before 
ending at 64.02, showing 
a steep fall of  12 paise, or 
0.19 %. It briefly touched 
a high of  63.87 in mid-
morning trade. The home 
currency had settled at 
63.90 yesterday. For the 
week, it advanced by a 
mere 2 paise.

The RBI, meanwhile, 
fixed the reference rate for 

the dollar at 63.9804 and for 
the euro at 76.1047.

In contrast, domestic 
bourses continued their bull-
ish advance for the third-
straight day reflecting posi-
tivity on expectations of  a 
rate cut by the RBI in the 
next policy meet following 
much weaker-than-expected 
economic growth data.

The rally was also sup-
ported by strong Asian cues. 

The flagship Sensex climbed 
nearly 162 points to end at 
31,892.23, while the Nifty 
jumped over 56 points to 
close at 9,974.40.

Meanwhile, India’s fiscal 
deficit at July-end touched 
92.4 % - or Rs 5.04 lakh 
crore- of the Budget estimate 
mainly because of  front—
loading of  expenditure by 
various government depart-
ments, according to the data 
of  Controller General of  
Accounts (CGA).

The government aims to 
bring down the fiscal deficit 
to 3.2 % of  GDP in the 
current fiscal as against 3.5 
% in 2016—17. On the glo-
bal front, the dollar turned 
broadly lower against other 
major currencies after the 
release of disappointing US 
employment data dampened 
optimism over the strength 
of the economy.

The dollar index, which 
measures the greenback’s 
value against a basket of six 
major currencies, was down 
at 92.37.

In cross—currency 
trades, the rupee fell back 
sharply against the pound 
sterling to end at 82.84 from 
82.19 per pound and drifted 
against the euro to finish at 
76.29 from 75.68 yesterday.

The local currency also 
dropped against the Jap-
anese yen to conclude at 
58.12 per 100 yens from 
57.80 earlier.

In forward market today, 
premium for dollar displayed 
a sluggish trend owing to 
lack of market moving fac-
tors.

The benchmark six—
month premium payable 
in February edged up to 
133—135 paise from 132—
134 paise, while the far for-
ward August 2018 contract 
was quoted unchanged at 
273—275 paise.
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Path

What happens when your maps are wrong?
imagine you’re a pioneer on your way to a new life. 
you’re crossing miles of  unfamiliar terrain, so you’re 
glad to have a map along. With that map, you hope to 
steer clear of  the worst dangers along the way.

What you don’t know is that your map is wrong. Will 
you get lost? Will you stumble into danger? you never 
know when you’re following a bad map.

in life, we get handed all kinds of  maps. Some from 
parents. Some from teachers and pastors. these maps 
are ways of  thinking about life. Often these maps are full 
of  wisdom, but sometimes they contain myths. We fol-
low them at our peril.

Many of  us have received maps like this from the 
church about our emotional life. here are 4 dangerous 
myths about emotions that you probably learned in 
church.

Myth 1. Emotions Always Lie.
if  you grew up in the church, undoubtedly you heard a 
pastor say, “Whatever you do, don’t make an emotional 
decision.” like all good myths, this one has a seed of  
truth in it. We can all name people who followed their 
emotions right off  a cliff. (Maybe it was us!) Emotions 
spike with intensity. Sometimes in response we act in 
short-sighted, or self-destructive ways.

So, it’s not uncommon for Christians to think of  
emotions as temptations or distractions, to fear that emo-
tions can only lead us astray. But that's not true.
Response to Myth 1: Emotions always tell us something 
true.

Emotions don’t lie. they can’t. Emotions are like the 
check engine light on the dashboard of  your car. that 
light is there to give you information vital for keeping 
your car in great working order.

in the same way, emotions exist to bring us informa-
tion about our inner world and outer circumstances. Be-
cause of  the way they are designed, emotions always tell 

us something true; it’s just not always the truth we think 
or expect.

this is why learning how to listen to our emotions is 
a vital part of  maturing in Christ. We misunderstand or 
misinterpret our emotions for many reasons, including 
immaturity, inexperience, and even sin. But that doesn’t 
mean our emotions are what led us astray.

Myth 2. Emotions are Always Shallow and 
Transitory
Our experience with emotions is that they shift. they 
seem to come and go. how can something that seems so 
fickle be of  use in making decisions?

if  you experience a feeling that’s uncomfortable, 
what should you do? Worse, what if  it’s a feeling that 
seems out of  line with God’s will? the common pastoral 
advice is to double down on what you know to be true. 
ignore the emotion, and trust that it will go away.

again, this myth contains a kernel of  truth. Emo-
tions come and go. But when we ignore them, we set 
ourselves up in a dangerous position. Why?
Response to Myth 2: Emotions are messages from our 
deepest places, and they won’t just go away.

here's an example: you may wake up tomorrow not 
feeling as sad as you do today, but until you face your 
grief  and deal with it, it will remain with you. 

trying to muscle up a happy attitude isn’t honest, 
and it’s not faithful. that sadness is telling you some-
thing important. What you lost mattered. you need to 
feel and process your grief. 

God knows what you’re feeling, so pretending to feel 
something different doesn’t help you spiritually. it only 
distances you from an honest and intimate relationship 
with God.

When we deny our emotions or pretend to feel some-
thing else, there are always consequences. Suppressed 
anger will burst out at the wrong time with too much 
intensity. Denied hurt will bloom into bitterness. ignored 
grief  can bring depression.

it is not a mark of  weak faith to admit and face our 
emotions. it’s the only path to an authentic relationship 
with our selves and God.

Myth 3. God Isn’t Emotional
Most of  the pictures and movies i saw as a kid about 
Jesus portrayed him as some kind of  dour, serene, guru. 
But that’s not the Jesus of  the New testament.

the imagery many of  us have in our minds about 
God—the stern old man with a long, white beard—is 
also nowhere to be found in scripture. it has more to do 
with classical stories about Zeus than it has to do with 
the God who is the father of  Jesus.

these distant, reserved, and unmoved pictures of  
God shape our spiritual imagination, and impact our 
view of  emotions. But they are not what we find in the 
Bible.
Response to Myth 3: God is emotional, and our emo-
tions were created in God’s image.

Read the gospels, and you will see Jesus comfortably 
express the full range of  human emotion. there’s joy, 
happiness, compassion, and love—like you’d expect. But 
there’s also some of  the harder, emotions. there’s frus-
tration, anger, grief, and maybe (depending on how you 
read the account of  the Garden of  Gethsemane) even 
fear.

Notice how God is portrayed in the Old testament, 
and you’ll see a God who has chosen to be revealed in 
emotional terms, often embarrassingly so. love, joy, jeal-
ousy, even wrath are all a part of  God’s experience.

it may seem safer to think of  God as unemotional, 
but it’s not Biblical. the heart of  emotional discipleship 
is discovering how our emotions are rooted in God’s 
character and learning how to express each emotion in 
ways that are loving.

Myth 4. The more like God you become, the less 
emotional you’ll be.
Ephesians 4 tells us that God’s project in our lives is to 
mature us in the image of  Christ. We are invited to grow 
in Godliness. But if  our picture of  God is one without 
emotions, what does that mean?

We’re left with the idea that the more scripture we 
learn, the more we pray, the more spiritually mature we 
are, the less emotional we’ll be.

then, when we find ourselves overcome with sad-
ness, or fear, some of  us wonder if  we're failing as Chris-
tians. Would we feel sad, or afraid like this, if  our faith 
was stronger? 
Response to Myth 4: the more connected to God we 
become, and the more spiritually mature we grow, the 
more aware of  our own emotions and the emotions of  
others we will be.

Growing in relationship with God always means 
coming closer to truth. Jesus told us that he is the truth 
and that the truth would set us free. One of  the ways this 
happens is that we are set free from self-justification, de-
nial, and all the ways we distance from what’s really true.

in Romans 7, Paul gets brutally honest about his own 
sin and weakness. in 1st timothy, he calls himself  the 
“chief  of  sinners.” this isn’t false humility. this is the 
natural result of  spiritual maturity, where we can ac-
knowledge what is true about our hearts.

this is the most important reason why pursuing emo-
tional growth as a part of  discipleship matters. When we 
misunderstand or misinterpret our emotions, we hurt 
ourselves and the people around us. When we deny and 
repress our emotions, we limit our ability to be in inti-
mate relationships, even with God.

We have emotions because they are a part of  God’s de-
sign. they are purposeful. they are a vital and necessary 
part of  a healthy life and a growing relationship with God.

if  you are intrigued by this, or suspect it would be 
helpful to you to go deeper, you can learn more about all 
of  this, including the scriptural background, in my new 
book, the Wisdom of  your heart: Discovering the God-
given Purpose and Power of  your Emotions.

Don’t let flawed maps lead you into broken relation-
ships, and spiritual stagnancy. learn the truth about 
your emotions, and find yourself  equipped to grow in 
a new way.

(Marc Alan Schelske writes about life at the intersection 
of  grace and growth. He's the teaching elder at Bridge City 

Community Church in Milwaukie, Oregon and author of  
The Wisdom of  Your Heart: Discovering the God-given 
Purpose and Power of  your Emotions. You can find him 

and more writing at  www.MarcAlanSchelske.com.)

During the 25th august 2017 
aCaUt rally at Dimapur, this au-
thor had categorically mentioned 
that there would be a "Civil War" 

if  NSCN (iM) and Goi decide to conclude 
the negotiated settlement without OFFi-
Cially iNClUDiNG the other NNPG 
Factions of  Nagaland aS EQUalS. NSCN 
(iM) obviously has problem with this state-
ment and so they ask: (Quote): "What better 
solution has KK Sema for the Naga people 
and the Government of  india by jeopardising 
the current peace initiatives? let KK Sema 
come up with his fond idea of  'civil war' to 
guarantee peace and justice to both the Naga 
people and the Goi. let KK Sema give both 
parties involved his better option, to say that 
Goi has been so stupid to sustain the political 
talks for two decades today without first iden-
tifying as to who truly represent the interest of  
the Naga people".

NSCN (iM) and Goi are you listening?!! 
this is the answer to the question posed by 
NSCN (iM): Mark my words carefully: i 
shall repeat only a part of  my opening re-
mark, "Without officially including the other 
NNPG Factions of  Nagaland as equals". 
Notice the catch word here: "OFFiCially 
iNClUDiNG" and..."aS EQUalS". What-
ever be the outcome, this is the only defin-
able hONOURaBlE PlatFORM for the 
Nagas. this is the only recipe for a durable 
solution! i stand fully convinced of  it...and to 
hell!...Whether NSCN (iM) subscribes to it 
or not! history has amply shown that india 
too has never understood the Nagas seriously 
enough. it is about time they did!

My statement has not only caused a rag-

ing venomous debate in the social media 
mostly between the younger generations from 
the South of  Nagaland border against the rest 
from Nagaland...but now this band wagon 
is being joined by NSCN (iM) by trying to 
dig up irrelevant nonsense about the author 
only succeeding in further smearing their not 
so handsome faces. Khekiye K. Sema is not 
the issue here. the issue is to do with (1) the 
arrogant inability on the part of  NSCN (iM) 
to accept all the other Factions of  Nagaland 
as equals for the final settlement! (2) the is-
sue here is to do with the arrogant inability 
on the part of  NSCN (iM) to transparently 
and forthrightly share the contents of  the 
"Framework agreement" with the stakehold-
ers whose future is possibly being put on the 
chopping block without being told...who 
knows?!!!

let it first be made very clear that aCaUt 
and this author is not that stupid to try and 
incite a Civil War. aCaUt is rather trying to 
reason with blockheads who only have aK 
47 as brains... to find their thinking box first 
and re-examine the issues therein to avoid a 
civil war. it is the dangerous circumstances of  
arrogance of  non-reconciliation and one up-
man-ship attitude of  NSCN (iM) which will 
perpetuate the civil war...Not aCaUt or KK 
Sema! Now let me explain why the civil war 
is eminent. the moment NSCN (iM) forms 
an 'interim government' (that the people have 
been talking about), after their so-called solo 
'solution'...they are bound to ask all Faction-
al NNPGs to surrender their arms and join 
'their mainstream'. Judging by the consist-
ency of  Goi declaring that "sovereignty and 
integration" is not a part of  the negotiation, 

if  NSCN (iM) brings home anything less 
than "full Sovereignty and integration" all 
other NNPGs will be determined to continue 
the struggle...whether they achieve it or not. 
they will also claim legitimacy and continue 
to tax the people in the name of  "Sovereignty" 
whether they believe in it or not...as they all 
are doing right now for their comfort zones. 
the next step which NSCN (iM) will have no 
choice but to take as an 'interim Government' 
is to declare all Naga Factions not surrender-
ing as "anti-National Outlaws". a full blown 
military operation would then be launched 
to wipe them out. Once this is put into mo-
tion the civil population would be transport-
ed back in time to the mid-fifties ... for no 
fault of  theirs. they will helplessly be stuck 
in the middle of  another pitched battle...this 
time between Nagas against Nagas and not 
against indian army. there are many from 
South of  the border who accuse me of  sid-
ing the NNPGs of  Nagaland only...and that 
the same civil war could very well erupt if  
NNPGs of  Nagaland were to bring a solution 
short of  Sovereignty and integration without 
the involvement of  NSCN (iM). in fact this 
is absolutely correct! i would not argue about 
it even for a second. Does this analysis then 
not bring us to a rational conclusion that this 
explosive situation of  possible civil war can 
happen if  solution is attempted by one party 
alONE in exclusion of  all the others? the 
only way to avert this looming tragedy is by 
officially taking on board all the Warring 
Factions as equal partners in the solution with 
equal responsibility, big or small. their stupid 
EGOs...clamouring for the exulted status of  
"Father of  the Nation" must be laid to rest. 

it makes no sense trying to bring "just peace" 
through unjust application. the inhuman suf-
fering of  the masses in the hands of  the in-
dian army during those turbulent years has 
eloquently been expressed by MiP (Mis-in-
formed People) of  GPRN. We the masses do 
not want the same thing happening to us all 
over again at the hands of  our very own Naga 
army because of  just one man's autocratic 
ego problems of  not wanting to reconcile and 
accept other Naga Brothers-in-arms as equals. 

People of  Nagaland and Nagas wherever 
you are...now decide for yourselves who is 
misleading the Nagas and who is abetting 
civil war. this author has no animosity or ha-
tred towards the tangkhul tribe of  Manipur. 
that is the truth...the whole truth. Without 
hesitation i would say definitively that there 
will be decent, honest God fearing tangkhuls 
within their community along with their bad 
eggs same as any other communities around 
the globe. it is for them to decipher whether 
they are allowing the smell of  their bad eggs 
to stifle the scent of  their decent aroma. 
the problem lies in NSCN (iM) being syn-
onymous to tangkhul's "top heavy autocratic 
leadership" who arrogantly have shown no re-
spect for reconciliation. therefore every time 
a negative reference is made against NSCN 
(iM), it sounds like a tribalistic jab against the 
tangkhuls which necessarily is not the case...
but the ground reality makes it look so. the 
other compelling picture that exists is that 
there is no one...i repeat...NO ONE...within 
the establishment of  NSCN (iM) who can or 
have ever dared to question Mr. Muivah's de-
cisions...not even late isak Chishi Swu. No 
amount of  concealment can hide this truth 

with evidences galore...Mukalimi fiasco being 
one. this one man army called Mr. Muivah is 
now singlehandedly dictating the fate of  the 
whole Naga race without telling us what our 
future is going to be. this is absolutely un-
palatable for any Naga standing on honour-
able ground. leave aside the general public...
except for very few sycophants...who knows 
anything about the Framework agreement 
even within their own cosmopolitan NSCN 
(iM) ranks?...there is a serious trust deficit 
even within their own. So now ask yourselves 
fellow Nagas: are Nagas struggling for "Sov-
ereignty" so as to lose our individual free-
dom... as defined in the NSCN (iM)'s yez-
abo?! this one man's dictatorial reign over 
the masses under the guise of  a "Collective 
leadership"...( who dare not question their 
supremo)... has already begun before he even 
gets a direct governing foothold in Nagaland. 
God help us when he does get a foothold...
facilitated by our not very honourable money 
hunting, opportunistic representatives called 
Mlas facelessly endorse the Fa without 
knowing what it contains.

it is the privilege of  NSCN (iM) to ac-
cuse KK Sema of  abetting civil war...but it is 
equally the privilege of  KK Sema to emphati-
cally tell the NSCN (iM) that they are the civil 
war waiting to be unleashed on the masses...
unless God almighty helps them with humil-
ity to climb down from their arrogant perch 
and join the rest of  our other Naga Factions 
aS EQUalS...now that we are at the cross-
road stage of  negotiation.

Khekiye K. Sema IAS (Retd.)
E-mail: kksema@gmail.com

Banning e-cigarettes may de-
prive indian smokers of  a 
substantially less harmful 
alternative, which can be 

against public health and can result in 
adverse consequences, experts have 
warned.

Some states in india, including 
Jammu and Kashmir, Karnataka, 
Punjab, Maharashtra and Kerala, 
have prohibited sales of  e-cigarettes, 
while tobacco cigarettes remain legal.

according to media reports, the 
Union health Ministry has recently 
ruled out acceptability of  e-cigarettes 
in the light of  research findings by ex-
perts who concluded that they have 
cancer-causing properties, are highly 
addictive, and do not offer a safer al-
ternative to tobacco-based smoking 
products.

however, health experts argued 
that such decision creates a paradox. 
the government is allowing the sales 
of  lethal nicotine-containing prod-
ucts -- tobacco cigarettes -- while 
banning a substantially less harmful 
alternative.

"in my opinion, banning e-ciga-
rettes is against public health. i think 
it's going to have an impending ad-
verse consequence, because the ban 
will deprive indian smokers of  a sub-
stantially less harmful alternative," 
Konstantinos E. Farsalinos a research 
fellow at the Onassis Cardiac Surgery 
Centre in athens, Greece, told iaNS 
in an interview.

"Banning is a hasty decision and 
can be counter-productive, because 
we are not aware of  the extent of  e-
cigarette use or its harm in india," 
added R.N. Sharan, Professor at 
North-Eastern hill University in Shil-
long, Meghalaya. 

an e-cigarette is a battery-operat-
ed device that uses a liquid "e-liquid" 
that may contain nicotine, as well as 
varying compositions of  flavourings, 
propylene glycol, vegetable glycerin, 
and other ingredients.

in tobacco cigarette, there is com-
bustion, a burning of  an organic ma-
terial, which generates temperature 
up to 900 degree Celsius, and thus 
produces all the harmful material.

Whereas, in e-cigarettes there 
is neither combustion nor tobacco. 
there is only the burning of  the liq-
uid, made up of  ingredients approved 
for food and contains minimal burn-
ing, which is 100-1000 times lower 
compared to tobacco cigarette.

a study published in the journal 
the lancet showed that india has 
11•2 per cent of  the world's total 
smokers. Over 11 per cent of  6.4 mil-
lion deaths worldwide was caused by 
smoking in 2015 and 52.2 per cent of  

them took place in China, india, Rus-
sia, and the US, the report said.

Further, the experts contented 
that banning e-cigarettes is contrary 
to worldwide trends.

Various studies conducted in the 
US, UK and other countries in the 
European Union, have shown that 
e-cigarettes have resulted in a signifi-
cant decline in smoking rates.

Several countries like Switzer-
land, Belgium, New Zealand, Cana-
da and the US, which were formerly 
advocating for bans, are now moving 
towards lifting the bans on e-ciga-
rettes, Farsalinos said.

"Earlier in July, the US FDa can-
celled the intended regulation saying 
that e-cigarettes may probably help a 
substantial proportion of  smokers to 
quit smoking and switch to less harm-
ful alternative," Farsalinos said.

"the UK's Royal College of  
Physicians recently advised the UK 

Government to promote the use of  
e-cigarettes (along with conventional 
nicotine replacement methods) as 
widely as possible as a substitute for 
smoking," Farsalinos stated.

a survey of  over 27,000 partici-
pants all over Europe, published in 
Eurobarometer in 2016, showed that 
more than one-third of  e-cigarette us-
ers polled reported smoking cessation 
and reduction.

"With india being devoid of  good 
monitoring systems and rich data 
of  research, it should take cue from 
these countries. ignoring the evidence 
from other countries, while the coun-
try doesn't have much of  its own, and 
deciding on bans, can be a bad idea," 
Farsalinos said.

importantly, e-cigarettes appear 
to be effective when used by smokers 
as an aid to quitting smoking.

the hazard to health arising from 
long-term vapour inhalation from the 

e-cigarettes is unlikely to exceed five 
per cent of  the harm from smoking 
tobacco, the experts said.

"While, its not absolutely safe, it is 
95 per cent less harmful than tobacco 
cigarette," Farsalinos said, adding: 
"We don't recommend it to a non-
smoker. We always say it's a product 
for smokers, and should be used as a 
smoking substitute." 

however, it is best to quit smok-
ing without use of  any alternative. 

Farsalinos said that although 
marketing for e-cigarettes is essential, 
it needs to be done with strict regula-
tion.

there is also an urgent need to 
create a competitive environment 
between a less harmful product and 
tobacco cigarette, which includes ac-
cessibility and price, the experts said.

(Rachel V. Thomas can be contacted at 
rachel.t@ians.in)

The 4 Biggest Myths About Emotions You Probably Learned in Church

KK Sema: Abettor of Civil War

E-Cigarette Ban Wipes Out Less Harmful Alternative For Smokers: Experts

Sacrificial offerings motivated by our love for God will always be 
priceless expressions of worship.

I use writing to worship and serve God, even more so now that health issues often limit my mobility. 
So, when an acquaintance said he found no value in what I wrote, I became discouraged. I doubted 
the significance of my small offerings to God.
Through prayer, study of Scripture, and encouragement from my husband, family, and friends, the 

Lord affirmed that only He—not the opinions of other people—could determine our motives as a wor-
shiper and the worth of our offerings to Him. I asked the Giver of all gifts to continue helping me develop 
skills and provide opportunities to share the resources He gives me.

Jesus contradicted our standards of merit regarding our giving (Mark 12:41–44). While the rich 
tossed large amounts of money into the temple treasury, a poor widow put in coins “worth only a few 
cents” (v. 42). The Lord declared her gift greater than the rest (v. 43), though her contribution seemed 
insignificant to those around her (v. 44).

Although the widow’s story focuses on financial offerings, every act of giving can be an expression of 
worship and loving obedience. Like the widow, we honor God with intentional, generous, and sacrificial 
gifts given from whatever He’s already given us. When we present God the best of our time, talents, or 
treasure with hearts motivated by love, we are lavishing Him with offerings of priceless worship.
Lord, thank You for never comparing us with others when we offer You the best of the gifts You’ve 

first given to us.

Priceless Worship
BiBle Read:  Mark 12:38–44 
ThoughT foR Today:

She, out of her poverty, put in everything—all 
she had to live on.   

~ Mark 12:44
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Today’s AsTro-predicTion

Aries (MAr 21 - Apr 19): Your thoughts 
may be scattered and confused, Aries, especial-
ly regarding responsibilities that are important 
to you. You need to be disciplined and focused, 

but frivolous chatter may fill your brain. This kind of  men-
tal muddle limits you in many situations, making it diffi-
cult to express what you feel. Ask someone who knows 
you well to help you make sense out of  these thoughts.

TAurus (Apr 20 - MAy 20): There’s a 
chance that incredible luck will befall you, Tau-
rus, but nothing will come without hard work 
on your part. Don’t expect someone else to hand 

you the treasure chest. You have the map in your hand, so 
follow it. Once you start, you may realize that you’re much 
closer than you think. It’s up to you to make the journey. 
There’s a great deal of help for you along the way.

GeMini (MAy 21 - Jun 21): You may feel 
like someone’s trying to pin you down before 
you start, Gemini. Perhaps these obstacles are 
self-imposed. Maybe you’re restricting your-

self  from doing the things you want to do because you’re 
afraid they won’t work out. This fear of  failure is the pain 
you feel. Overcoming it is the first step. If  you try and fail, 
you’ll be no worse off  than if  you never try at all.

CAnCer (Jun 22 - Jul 22): Things should 
be running smoothly for you, Cancer, and 
you’ll accomplish a lot with surprisingly little 
effort. Although there may not be any Earth-

shattering developments, you should find that things go 
well. Maybe you won’t win the lottery today, but the few 
dollars you invest now will turn into megabucks later. Be 
patient. Success may not come overnight, but it will come.

leo (Jul 23 - AuG 22): You may feel like 
you’re being tested in some way, Leo, like 
you’re on trial and must defend yourself, in-
cluding what you believe and how you operate. 

This feeling is unsettling, but soon you’ll realize that it’s 
strengthening in many ways. Questioning your behavior 
patterns is healthy, so open up in a way that you may not 
have considered before.

VirGo (AuG 23 - sep 22): Your vitality is 
low. It may be difficult to fight adversity, Virgo. 
Try not to get discouraged. Instead, realize that 
this is part of  the natural cycle. Awareness of  

your energy patterns is half  the battle. Don’t force your-
self  into feeling something you don’t. It’s important that 
you not overexert yourself  or take on more responsibili-
ties than you can handle.

librA (sep 23 - oCT 22): You may find it 
hard to admit that you can’t do everything, Li-
bra. There are some jobs that you aren’t cut out 
to do. Why pretend when a better option would 

be to delegate the task to someone else? If  you don’t feel 
a strong connection with something or someone, don’t 
force it. Pretending that you’re capable of  something will 
only cause frustration for you and everyone else.

sCorpio (oCT 23 - noV 21): Your hard work 
is paying off in ways that may not be noticeable to 
you now, Scorpio. Things are flowing naturally, 
and you seem to have all your responsibilities 

under control. You may not be aware that this is so since 
it’s easier to see when something’s wrong than when some-
thing’s going well. Take time to appreciate the incredible 
things you’ve created for yourself thanks to all your effort.

sAGiTTArius (noV 22 - DeC 21): You may 
feel like it’s your responsibility to take care of  
everyone, Sagittarius. If  you love someone, your 
brain translates this into thinking that you need 

to be the caretaker. If  you don’t take someone under your 
wing, maybe you see yourself  as selfish or unkind. Dismiss 
this notion. Other people’s feelings aren’t your responsibil-
ity. Don’t let another’s well-being become your project.

CApriCorn (DeC 22 - JAn 19): There are 
opportunities for achievement, so stay open to 
new energy coming your way, Capricorn. If you 
don’t turn at these fortuitous junctions, you may 

never find this spot in the road again. What comes your way 
may not be a pot of gold, but it will certainly be the rainbow 
that leads you to it. If nothing else, you’ll find opportunities 
that strengthen your spirit, preparing you for adversity later.

AquArius (JAn 20 - Feb 18): You may 
find it hard to relate to others verbally, Aquar-
ius. You may have everything figured out in 
your head, but the words get in the way as soon 

as you share your ideas. Talking with someone else may 
add confusion instead of  clarity to the situation. The oth-
er person’s energy seems to affect your perceptions. Stay 
grounded despite your frustration.

pisCes (Feb 19 - MAr 20): You may be com-
ing to a point of reckoning in something you set 
into motion years ago, Pisces. This is a time of  
hard work when you may need to either salvage 

the mess you’ve created or start reaping the wonderful re-
wards of the success you’ve become. Your ego is wrapped 
up in this scenario. You may be frustrated by people wast-
ing your time with problems that seem insignificant.

Sarah scoles | Aeon

In the late 1670s, the Dutch sci-
entist Antonie van Leeuwen-
hoek looked through a micro-
scope at a drop of  water and 

found a whole world. It was tiny; 
it was squirmy; it was full of  weird 
body types; and it lived, invisibly, all 
around us. Humans were supposed 
to be the centre and purpose of  the 
world, and these microscale ‘ani-
malcules’ seemed to have no effect 
– visible or otherwise – on our exist-
ence, so why were they here? Now, 
we know that those animalcules are 
microbes and they actually rule our 
world. They make us sick, keep us 
healthy, decompose our waste, feed 
the bottom of  our food chain, and 
make our oxygen. Human ignorance 
of  them had no bearing on their 
significance, just as gravity was im-
portant before an apple dropped on 
Isaac Newton’s head.

We could be poised on another 
such philosophical precipice, about 
to discover a second important 
world hiding amid our own: alien 
life on our own planet. Today, sci-
entists seek extraterrestrial microbes 
in geysers of  chilled water shooting 
from Enceladus and in the ocean 
sloshing beneath the ice crust of  
Europa. They search for clues that 
beings once skittered around the for-
merly wet rocks of  Mars. Telescopes 
peer into the atmospheres of  distant 
exoplanets, hunting for signs of  life. 
But perhaps these efforts are too far 
afield. If  multiple lines of  life bub-
bled up on Earth and evolved sepa-
rately from our ancient ancestors, we 
could discover alien biology without 
leaving this planet.

The modern-day descendants 
of  these ‘aliens’ might still be here, 
squirming around with van Leeu-
wenhoek’s microbes. Scientists call 
these hypothetical hangers-on the 
‘shadow biosphere’. If  a shadow bio-
sphere were ever found, it would pro-
vide evidence that life isn’t a once-
in-a-universe statistical accident. If  
biology can happen twice on one 
planet, it must have happened count-
less times on countless other planets. 
But most of  our scientific methods 
are ill-equipped to discover a shad-
ow biosphere. And that’s a problem, 
says Carol Cleland, the originator of  

the term and its biggest proponent.
The idea came to Cleland, a phi-

losopher at the University of  Colo-
rado at Boulder, when she spent a 
sabbatical year at the Centro de As-
trobiología in Spain. She was study-
ing the scientists, who were studying 
microorganisms.

‘If  you have a sample of  soil,’ 
she asked them, ‘how will you rec-
ognise what’s in it?’ The scientists 
rattled off  the usual answers: slide it 
under a microscope, put it in a Petri 
dish, make millions of  DNA copies, 
catalogue the genes. But that party 
line disturbed Cleland. ‘You couldn’t 
detect anything that wasn’t almost 
identical to familiar Earth life,’ she 
said. Their methods assumed that 
all microbes have genetic material 
that works like ours. Isn’t it possible, 
Cleland wondered, that life arose 
more than once here? If  so, organ-
isms from a second (or third) genesis 
would never turn up in our tests, 
because our tests are only meant to 
turn up familiar life. ‘But these or-
ganisms, if  they exist, would leave 
traces in the environment,’ Cleland 
says.

In 2007 in the journal Studies 
in History and Philosophy of  Biologi-
cal and Biomedical Sciences, Cleland 
wrote about just such a trace: desert 
varnish. It’s a strange sheen, like a 
hardened waterfall, that covers desert 
rocks all over the planet. The streaks 
run down rocks from the desert of  El 
Azizia in Libya to Antartica’s Dry 
Valley. Desert varnish – into which 
people have scraped petroglyphs for 
thousands of  years – appears layer 
by layer, growing only the width of  
a human hair each millennium. The 
varnish is replete with arsenic, iron 
and manganese, although the rocks it 
coats are not. No known geochemi-
cal or biological process can account 
for its ingredients. And yet there it 
is. Since that discovery, Cleland has 
urged scientists not to discount – but 
to seek out – such anomalies as the 
varnish, things that don’t quite seem 
to fit. Because maybe they don’t fit.

Science’s modern-day explorers 
have unearthed increasingly anoma-
lous organisms that are technically 
‘familiar life’ – familiar in that they 
do adhere to the Central Dogma of  
molecular biology which explains 
the flow of  genetic information in a 
biological system. Toxitolerants can 

live in nuclear waste; acidophiles can 
live in battery acid; obligate anaer-
obes die in the presence of  oxygen; 
thermophiles thrive around hot vents 
deep in the ocean. Life, as they say in 
the movie Jurassic Park, finds a way.

But even the most familiar forms 
of  life can be difficult to find. Ac-
cording to the latest estimates, we’ve 
discovered just 14 per cent of  the 
dogma-following species on the 
planet. Of  those, we can make only 
1 per cent grow in the lab. A shadow 
biosphere might help us understand 
why. ‘Although we have good theo-
retical reasons for believing that life 
could be at least modestly different 
… we don’t know how different 
it could be,’ Cleland wrote in the 
seminal paper ‘The Possibility of  
Alternative Microbial Life on Earth’ 
(2005), co-authored with the astro-
biologist Shelley Copley, also of  the 
University of  Colorado at Boulder. 
Just as a hammer and a sledgeham-
mer can both pound a nail, other 
chemical combinations could lead to 
organisms that grow, adapt, respond 
to stimuli, and reproduce – that live, 
in other words. But which chemi-
cals? And how? To understand that 
requires going back to the beginning.

Life on Earth might have begun 
in a ‘warm little pond’, as Charles 
Darwin said, or around an ocean 
vent. Or it might have come from 
a Martian meteorite. We just don’t 
know. What we do know is that 
half  a billion years after Earth be-
came a planet, molecules began to 
make copies of  themselves. Many 
scientists believe that the first self-
replicating molecules – a primitive 
form of  gene-only life – were RNA. 
This ‘RNA World’ morphed into an 
increasingly complex place, where 
RNA led to DNA and proteins, ren-
dering itself  a backseat driver in the 
process. Others say that a long chain 
of  purely chemical reactions spat out 
increasingly complicated organic 
molecules, which then sped up the 
reactions that produced even more 
organic molecules. This metabolism 
led to genetic ingredients after many 
cycles. And, eventually, to genes 
themselves.

Maybe different alphabetical 
combinations are still locked inside 

ancient organisms that putter invisibly 

around ocean vents

‘Modern’ DNA is the eventual 
conclusion of  all the origin stories. 
DNA has three parts: a sugar called 
deoxyribose, a phosphate molecule, 
and one of  four nucleic acid bases — 
either adenine, cyanine, guanine, or 
thymine (RNA uses another, called 
uracil, instead of  thymine) . But six 
other bases occur naturally, and the 
biodesigner John Chaput of  Arizona 
State University wonders whether 
different molecules could do what 
DNA does. Maybe different alpha-
betical combinations are still locked 
inside ancient organisms that putter 
invisibly around ocean vents.

DNA isn’t the only place where 
other life could diverge, chemically, 
from the familiar. DNA instructs 
our bodies to produce certain pro-
teins, which are conglomerations 
of  20 different amino acids. With 
the right starting ingredients and a 
UV nudge, amino acids naturally as-
semble themselves in the lab. They 
also coat comets, and their building 
blocks float aimlessly in interstellar 
space. They’re easy, abundant. And 
100 of  them exist. Shadow life could 
have 80 extra options on their hands 
(or whatever).

Even the same amino acids our 
DNA uses could have different 
shapes. If  you make amino acids 
and sugars in the lab, you get two 
mirror-image types, called ‘left-
handed’ and ‘right-handed’. But 
inside living things, you’ll find only 
left-handed amino acids and right-
handed sugars. Shadow life could 
be ambidextrous, or a mirror image 
of  regular life: its molecules could 
be flipped as if  Photoshopped. The 
astronomer Dimitar Sasselov and 
the geneticist George Church at the 
Harvard Origins of  Life Initiative 
want to build such mirror-world or-
ganisms. One day, they hope, their 
manufactured microbes will fall ill. 
‘If  there are right-handed lifeforms 
out there, many of  them will be 
viruses – which will attempt to hi-
jack the DNA of  our bionic cells,’ 
Sasselov told The Guardian in 2013. 
And if  viruses attack, we will know 
viruses exist. And if  they exist, 
some of  their prey must exist out-
side Harvard’s labs, having formed 
long before Harvard and long be-
fore labs.

Telling scientists to find a shad-
ow biosphere is like asking a chim-
panzee to add oil to a car: they 
don’t know what they’re looking 
for or what tools to use. Neverthe-
less, Cleland has some suggestions. 
First, look at life in places where life 
‘shouldn’t’ be. Even the most sauna-
happy microbes, called hyperther-
mophiles, wilt above 122° C. If  we 
find anything living at 150° C, then 
there’s a good chance they’re not of  
our ilk. Send balloons into the upper 
atmosphere; scramble up to high pla-
teaus; snowmobile to the South Pole; 
drive Land Rovers into the Atacama 
Desert; don end-of-world suits and 
venture into uranium mines. Re-
main alert for phenomena that make 
us say not ‘Eureka!’ but ‘Huh, that’s 
weird.’ And then consider that their 
explanation might, in fact, be very, 
very weird.

Another mysterious finding, like 
the desert varnish, involves excess 
gas. If  you catalogue all the carbon 
that living things burp out, and then 
you count the carbon you find in the 
atmosphere, the two don’t match: 
there’s 5 per cent more hanging over 
our heads than there ‘should’ be. 
Maybe that extra comes from shad-
ow organisms whose excretions we 
aren’t counting. Maybe not. Maybe 
we have already found shadow or-
ganisms – some of  the shy- and 
stubborn-seeming microbes that 
won’t reproduce in our labs, which 
scientists build as breeding grounds 
for dogma-obeying life. Maybe they 
really are just reticent. But we should 
wonder harder.

If  we look for life only as we know it, 
that’s all we’re going to find

So far, no systematic shadow-
search plan exists. But back in 2010, 
a team led by the astrobiologist 
Felisa Wolfe-Simon at NASA did 
look for weird life in the salty, al-
kaline, arsenic-saturated waters of  
Northern California’s Mono Lake. 
Inside, Wolfe-Simon’s team found 
an organism that they dubbed 
GFAJ-1. All known life on Earth 
uses phosphorus in its DNA. But 
when the team deprived GFAJ-1 of  
phosphorus, it seemed to substitute 
the arsenic in its place. This pinch-
hitting would kill the cells in your 
body, because although phosphorus 
sits just above arsenic on the peri-

odic table and so shares sibling-like 
traits, the resemblance isn’t quite 
close enough. But GFAJ-1 seemed 
to continue just fine using arsenic. 
While that wouldn’t have made 
it exactly a shadow organism, it 
seemed only a step removed: famil-
iar life that could behave, under du-
ress, like shadow life.

The team sent a paper to Science, 
and NASA rushed a press confer-
ence. But Wolfe-Simon’s 15 min-
utes quickly became infamy, when 
other scientists failed to replicate 
her results. The bacteria grew in 
the arsenic bath, sure, but they still 
needed – and were still using – phos-
phorus. Just like a Siberian hermit is 
still human, GFAJ-1 was just regular 
life. The team’s minds were perhaps 
too open to the possibilities, but if  
we look for life only as we know it, 
that’s all we’re going to find.

The discovery of  life as we don’t 
know it would hint that biology is a 
universal law, like physics and chem-
istry. If  you drop a trombone off  a 
terrestrial building, it will fall to the 
ground – every time. If  molecular 
clouds have just the right density, 
dynamics and ingredients, they will 
collapse into new stars – every time. 
If  they collapse into new stars, the 
leftover gas and dust will always 
collapse into planets. Maybe when 
those planets have the right ingredi-
ents baked at the right temperature, 
they always make life. A shadow 
biosphere – evidence that biology 
emerged more than once on Earth 
– suggests that biology emerges as a 
normal consequence of  Goldilocks 
or just-right conditions, rather than 
being a mysterious lottery-ticket 
phenomenon.

In 1670, when van Leeuwenhoek 
viewed the invisible microbial world, 
people were already accustomed to 
the idea of  a world too small to see. 
It wasn’t really the philosophical ex-
istence of  that world that set human-
ity’s throne teetering – it was that 
world’s newly revealed concreteness 
and complexity.

Today, if  asked whether life con-
cocts itself  given the right condi-
tions, many people would respond 
affirmatively. It’s not a new idea. But 
concrete, complex proof  that we are 
the predictable result of  a predict-
able law would tip over our throne, 
once and for all.

Earth’s Aliens: Alien Lifeforms Might be Living Right Under Our Noses 
But How Can We Find Them if We Don’t Know What We’re Looking For?

Saeed naqvi | IANS

Two recent events will influence at-
titudes at the 9th BRICS summit at 
Xiamen, China, from September 3 
to 5 -- Doklam and Trump’s deci-

sion to send more troops to Afghanistan.
Beijing and Moscow have grave anxie-

ties about terrorist groups, in the name of  
militant Islam, threatening their Xinxiang 
and Caucasus regions. They would there-
fore like terrorism to be an important theme 
at the summit.

So would New Delhi, but the Indian fo-
cus would be on Pakistan as the source of  
terror. The complication is that Pakistan has 
looked upon China as an all-weather friend. 
Has skilful diplomacy, on all sides, defused 
the Doklam border standoff  sufficiently to 
prevent divergent approaches to Pakistan on 
terrorism come to the fore at the summit?

Moscow is cautious. Who knows how 
durable is the understanding reached over 
Doklam between Beijing and New Delhi.

That a RIC (Russia, India, China) For-
eign Ministers conference is billed in New 
Delhi is a good sign. It was postponed in 
April because of  heated exchanges between 
China and India over the Dalai Lama’s 
week-long visit to Arunachal Pradesh. Also, 
New Delhi had refused to attend the Belt 
and Road conference Beijing placed great 
store by. Indeed, New Delhi also prevailed 
on Thimphu not to attend.

Moscow and Beijing view Afghanistan 
as the centre where terrorist groups like the 
Islamic State can breed and threaten coun-

tries in the neighbourhood and beyond.
Since April 2016, a group of  countries 

under the auspices of  what came to be 
known as the Moscow initiative began to 
analyse the Taliban as an Afghan, nationalist 
category which was not fired by transnation-
al aspirations like the IS and Al Qaeda. The 
Taliban, in other words, should be brought 
into the tent, to borrow Lyndon Johnson’s 
colourful expression.

This is a transformational design because 
so far the government in Kabul, Afghan se-
curity forces, the US and NATO forces have 
targeted the Taliban as the enemy.

The use of  this massive firepower, with 
Western troop levels waxing and waning 
over the past 16 years, has not brought the 
alliance anywhere near victory. On the con-
trary, the terrain under Taliban control has 
grown exponentially. Defence Secretary 
James Mattis became only the umpteenth 
US official to declare before the media, his 
face in the lower mould: “We are losing.”

This candid acceptance of  defeat in the 
longest war (16 years) ever waged by the US 
has coincided with the Moscow-led initia-
tive to bring Taliban into the Kabul power 
structure.

The Moscow initiative was designed 
against the backdrop of  Trump’s chant of  
walking away from previous US policies 
of  intervention and nation-building. Since 
the US was withdrawing, as Trump kept 
reminding all and sundry, it made sense for 
Moscow, Beijing, Tehran, Islamabad and 
the Central Asian Republics to shape their 
Afghan policies according to their strategic 
requirements.

In a White House where the Deep 
State is demonstrably the ventriloquist and 
Trump the puppet, a flip-flop in Afghan 
policy was announced last week: There will 
be no withdrawal but a minimal troop surge 
(less than 4,000 to augment 11,000 already 
on the ground) to enable Kabul to recover 
some of  the vast swathe of  the country from 
Taliban control. Somewhere in this pursuit 
of  a military solution, a carrot has also been 
inserted: A channel for talks with Taliban 
will also be opened.

To dignify this US initiative, the Moscow 
initiative has to be rubbished. Russians have 
been arming the Taliban, goes the allegation 
from Washington. Russian Foreign Minister 
Sergey Lavrov clarified this and more at a 
Moscow press conference.

When the US State Department made 
this accusation, he said, the department 
should have known better. “Because at a 
news conference in the State Department, 
journalists asked the official spokesperson 
to present facts. Not a single fact was pre-
sented just like there was not a single fact to 
confirm our interference in the US election 
or breaking into sites.”

Lavrov contrasted Moscow’s policy with 
that of  Washington on contacts with Tali-
ban. He gives two reasons for such contacts. 
First, Moscow needs to resolve practical is-
sues on which security of  Russian citizens 
and offices in Afghanistan depend.

“Second, we are striving to encourage a 
dialogue between the Taliban and the gov-
ernment on the basis of  criteria (this is im-
portant, he insists) established by the UN 
Security Council.”

According to this “criteria”, the Tali-
ban must break ties with terrorists, end the 
armed struggle and respect the Constitution 
of  Afghanistan. Washington’s abrupt policy 
of  connecting with Taliban is without any 
conditions.

The fine print the Russians read in the 
US script on Afghanistan is not difference 
from what Lavrov has openly said in other 
theatres of  conflict. The US is not out to 
douse fires of  militancy: It intends to pre-
serve some of  it as “assets” against rivals 
and enemies. Breeding of  the Mujahideen 
to evict the Soviets from Afghanistan in the 
80s was not a one-time trick.

Trump’s Afghan surge, despite himself, 
also comes at a time when he has been per-
suaded by his hawks to ratchet up tensions 
with Russia. The Russian Consulate in San 
Francisco has been closed and two other 
Russian properties in Washington and New 
York have been ordered to be shut by Sep-
tember 2.

This being the big-power play in the 
region, how should New Delhi respond to 
Trump’s cajolery in Afghanistan? To frame 
policy, friends in South Block have to do no 
more than visit Saket in south Delhi. You 
cannot walk into Max Hospital without 
coming face to face with an Afghan. By uni-
versal consent of  doctors and other hospital 
staff, they are the most gentle patients. This 
outreach cannot be matched.

In front of  the hospital, in Hauz Rani, a 
row of  Afghan eating places has come up.

Pakistanis stepping out of  Kabul’s Sere-
na hotel do not wear Peshawari sandals and 
Pathan suits. They feel safer in trousers and 

bush shirts, looking like Indians. Hospitals, 
schools, roads and, above all, Bollywood 
have already won Afghan hearts. Nothing 
should be done to upturn this low key, com-
mon sense policy. Expeditious completion 
of  Chabahar port in Iran, linking to Central 
Asia by a road through Afghanistan, will 
be brilliant for commerce and for winning 
hearts and minds.

What must not be overlooked is the 
change in US policy towards New Delhi’s 
role. When President Barack Obama an-
nounced troop withdrawals from July 2011, 
the assumption was that Afghanistan would 
have been reasonably stabilised by that date.

US Force Commander Gen. Stanley 
McChrystal created something of  a flutter 
in New Delhi. He said New Delhi’s popu-
larity among the Afghans -- because of  de-
velopment work -- creates complications 
because it distracts Pakistan from its war on 
terror focus.

Washington’s new blandishments make 
one feel good but they would be more valu-
able if  the reliability quotient of  the oc-
cupant of  the White House was a shade 
higher.

The principals sitting around the table 
at the Xiamen summit likewise will carry in 
their minds the image of  what to each one 
of  them is a very different kind of  presiden-
cy in Washington. No one quite knows what 
to make of  it.

(Saeed Naqvi is a commentator on political 
and diplomatic affairs. The views expressed 

are personal. He can be reached on 
saeednaqvi@hotmail.com)

BRICS Summit Against Backdrop of Plummeting Washington-Moscow Ties
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Members of the Radical Students’ Youth Front (RSYF)  staged state-
wide protests in Chennai on Saturday.

PTI

Police officers give roses to greet muslims after eid prayers at the Idgah Maidan on the occasion oEid-Ul-
Adhal   in Karad on Saturday.

PTI

News iN Brief
6 Dera followers arrested
Faridkot, Sep. 2 (PTI): Six followers of  Dera Sacha 
Sauda were arrested for allegedly damaging a petrol pump 
and a car at Chal village near here, the police said today. 
The Dera followers damaged the petrol pump and a car on 
August 25 after the sect head Gurmeet Ram Rahim Singh 
was convicted by a CBI court in Panchkula in a 2002 rape 
case. The police claimed that the arrested Dera followers 
tried to set the petrol pump on fire, but failed to do so. The 
Dera followers were arrested yesterday, the police said.

Massive landslide near Shimla, 
six vehicles buried
Shimla, Sep. 2 (IANS): A massive landslide on the 
national highway near the state capital on Saturday 
buried at least six vehicles and parts of a temple, police 
said. However, there were no reports of  any casualty. 
Deputy Superintendent of  Police Rajinder Singh told 
reporters that three persons were rescued from the spot. 
The area has been witnessing heavy rainfall for the past 
three days. Police have diverted traffic via Sanjauli, on 
Shimla’s outskirts.

LeT militant involved in murder 
of Kashmiri army officer killed
Srinagar, Sep. 2 (IANS): A Lashkar-e-Taiba (LeT) 
militant involved in the abduction and murder of  
Kashmiri army officer Ummer Fayaz in May this year 
was killed by security forces on Saturday in Jammu and 
Kashmir’s Kulgam district, police said. Police said the 
LeT militant, a local, was identified as Ishfaq Ahmad 
Padder. He was killed in a brief  operation involving the 
Rashtriya Rifles and Special Operations Group of the 
state police. The 22-year-old unarmed officer, on leave 
to visit his home in Kulgam, was kidnapped by militants 
while attending his cousin’s wedding in Batapura village 
on May 9. His bullet-riddled body was found the next 
day in Shopian district.

BJP leader shot dead in Ghaziabad
Ghaziabad, Sep. 2 (IANS): Motorcycle-borne criminals 
on Saturday shot dead a local Bharatiya Janata Party 
(BJP) leader and severely injured another in the city, 
police said. The incident took place in Khora locality of  
Ghaziabad. According to police, Gajendra Bhati and 
his party colleague Balbir Chauhan were sitting in the 
former’s office when around 12 noon three criminals 
came on a motorcycle and started firing indiscriminately 
at them. After pumping bullets into them, they fled. 
Both were rushed to the nearby Metro Hospital, where 
Bhati was declared dead, while Chauhan is said to be 
fighting for his life. No complaints had been filed so far 
in connection with the incident, but they were trying to 
nab the criminals, Singh added.

PM Modi to expand council of ministers today

Massive hunt for Gurung, shutdown continues UP police arrest key accused 
doctor in Gorakhpur tragedy

Protests in Tamil Nadu 
over suicide of student

Millions celebrate Eid-al-Adha across India 

New Delhi, Sep. 2 (PTI): Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi will 
undertake a revamp of  the Un-
ion Cabinet tomorrow to fill key 
vacancies and bring in new faces 
with a thrust on merit and de-
mands of realpolitik.

A cloud of uncertainty, how-
ever, hangs over the participation 
of  the BJP allies like the JD(U) 
and Shiv Sena in the reshuffle, 
the third since the NDA came to 
power in 2014, and chances of  
the AIADMK joining the govern-
ment also appeared slim.

“There was no such talk of  
JD(U) joining the Union Cabinet. 
No talks were held on the issue 
(between the BJP and JD(U)),” 
Bihar Chief  Minister Nitish Ku-
mar, whose party JD(U) recently 
rejoined the NDA, said in Patna.

BJP Chief Amit Shah returned 
to the capital today after attending 
a crucial coordination meeting 
with various RSS outfits in Vrinda-
van, and he and Modi were giving 
final touches to the changes.

More than half-a-dozen min-
isters are expected to make way 
for new faces in the reshuffle 
while portfolios of some could be 
changed.

Party leaders like Bhupender 
Yadav, Vinay Sahasrabuddhe, 
Prahlad Patel, Suresh Angadi, 
Satyapal Singh, Himanta Biswa 
Sarma, Anurag Thakur, Shobha 
Karandlaje, Maheish Girri and 

Prahlad Joshi are being talked 
about within the party as among 
the probable ministers.

A s h w i n i  C h o u b e y  a n d 
Pravesh Verma, late BJP leader 
Sahib Singh’ son who called on 
Shah today, are also seen as con-
tenders for the ministerial berths.

Both Yadav and Sahasrabud-
dhe are key organisation leaders 
and Rajya Sabha members.

Patel is a seasoned Madhya 
Pradesh leader and Lok Sabha 
members. Joshi, Karandlaje and 
Angadi are Lok Sabha MPs from 
poll-bound Karnataka.

Singh and Verma are MPs 
from Baghpat in UP and West 
Delhi and come from politically 
influential Jat community.

Thakur is son of  former 
Himachal Pradesh chief minister 
Prem Kumar Dhumal and an MP 
from the state.

Sarma, leader from Assam 
who has played a key role in BJP’s 
expansion in the Northeast, is 
presently not a member of Parlia-
ment. Girri represents East Delhi 
in the Lok Sabha while Choubey 
is an MP from Bihar.

A party leader said the prime 
minister may spring a surprise 
with his choice of new faces and 
ministers in key portfolio like 
defence.

While carrying out the reshuf-
fle, Modi is also likely to keep an 
eye on upcoming state elections 

in Himachal Pradesh, Gujarat 
and Karnataka and his party’s re-
election bid in 2019.

Union ministers -- Kalraj 
Mishra, Bandaru Dattatreya, 
Rajiv Pratap Rudy, Sanjiv Kumar 
Balyan, Faggan Singh Kulaste and 
Mahendra Nath Pandey -- had 
resigned yesterday ahead of  the 
reshuffle.

Uma Bharti, too, had offered 
to resign but her fate remains in 
a balance amid speculation that 
there may be a few more exits.

Speculation swirled over the 
likely defence minister and names 
of Suresh Prabhu and Nitin Gad-
kari are doing the rounds.

Finance Minister Arun Jaitley 
is currently holding the additional 
charge of  defence and he has al-
ready given indication that he would 
like to shed charge of the defence.

Internal troubles in the AIAD-
MK, which has been hit by a re-
bellion led by T T V Dhinakaran, 
can prove to be a stumbling block 
in its joining the government.

AIADMK leader Thambi-
durai, who met Shah yesterday, 
might be a likely representative 
from the party along with P 
Venugopal and V Maitreyan if  it 
decides to join the government. 
However, the southern party has 
not said anything so far.

Shiv Sena, the BJP ally in 
Maharashtra, has also spoken on 
similar lines with its chief Uddhav 

Thackeray saying he has received 
no information from the BJP.

After assuming office in May 
2014, Modi expanded his council 
of  ministers twice--first on No-
vember 9, 2014 and then on July 
5, 2016.

Mishra, a veteran party leader 
from Uttar Pradesh, said he of-
fered to resign from the cabinet 
two months back when he met the 
prime minister.

Mishra said the prime minister 
lauded his performance, adding 
that the question about non-per-
formance does not arise in his case.

Shah had met Modi on Friday 
and the two leaders are under-
stood to have finalised the changes 
in the council of ministers.

Road Transport and High-
ways Minister Gadkari, seen as 
one of the more capable ministers, 
can be given more responsibility.

Railway Minister Prabhu, 
who had taken moral responsibil-
ity for a string of  train accidents 
and indicated his willingness to 
resign, may be moved to another 
key ministry, party sources said.

Other incumbents, including 
Steel Minister Birender Singh, 
may be moved to other ministries.

The resignation of  Manohar 
Parrikar and M Venkaiah Naidu 
from the Union Cabinet and the 
demise of Anil Dave had created 
three vacancies in the cabinet. 
Their portfolios were distributed 

to Jaitley, Narendra Singh Tomar, 
Smriti Irani and Harsh Vardhan.

The current strength of  the 
council of  ministers, including 
the prime minister, is 73 and the 
maximum number of  ministers 
cannot go beyond 81.

According to a constitutional 
amendment, the limit cannot 
exceed beyond 15 per cent of the 
total strength of  the Lok Sabha 
which is 545.

Swiss Prez reaffirms support for India’s fight against black money
New Delhi, Sep. 2 (IANS): President 
of  Switzerland Dorsi Leuthard has 
reaffirmed her country’s support for 
India’s fight against black money.

“The Swiss government, the fed-
eral council, is committed to support 
India’s fight against black money also 
like automatic exchange of  informa-
tion of fiscal matters,” Leuthard said 
while addressing the launch event of  
“70 Years of Swiss Indian Friendship” 
here on Friday night.

“And we hope this year to have 
cleared the approval of  that agree-
ment,” she said.

India and Switzerland signed an 
agreement for automatic exchange of  
financial information in November 
2016.

On Thursday, following delega-
tion-level talks headed by Prime Min-
ister Narendra Modi and Leuthard, 
both countries agreed to enhance 
cooperation in the fight against tax 
fraud while acknowledging the need 
for a global level playing field for 
implementation of  the international 
standards on tax transparency.

A joint statement issued said that 
“both leaders emphasised their will-

ingness to further enhance coopera-
tion in the fight against tax fraud and 
tax evasion”.

Leuthard also said that trade and 
investment between the two countries 
have been growing and high-level bilat-
eral visits have become more frequent.

Modi visited Switzerland in June 
2016 in what was the first prime min-
isterial visit from India to that country 
in several decades. Swiss Presidents 
have earlier visited India in 1998, 
2003, and 2007.

“Over 200 Swiss companies are 
present here in India having created 
more than 100,000 jobs,” Leuthard said.

Stressing that the protection of  
these mutual investments is important, 
she said that Switzerland was working 
to renew the investment protection 
agreement with India.

She said that Switzerland was also 
working with its European Free Trade 
Area (EFTA) partner countries for a 
free trade agreement with India.

The Swiss President also said that 
there were many subjects of common 
interest between Switzerland and 
India “like skilling our workforce, rail-
ways, building environment-friendly 

cities and communicating high-tech 
research to everyone”.

In Friday’s event, eminent person-
alities, including Father of the Green 
Revolution M.S. Swaminathan, were 
honoured as Swiss-Indian Friendship 
Ambassadors. The others were Sushil 
Premchand, Barbara Maim, Matias 
Echanove and Rahul Srivastava.

While 94-year-old Swaminathan 
is a close collaborator with the Swiss 
Development Cooperation on food 
security and climate change for over 10 
years, Premchand is a former president 
of the Swiss-Indian Chamber of Com-
merce and is considered a strong pillar 
of the Indo-Swiss business community.

Maim, a Swiss citizen based in 
Bengaluru, is a co-founder of  the 
Swiss start-up Minsh, a community 
messaging system and private social 
network.

Echanove and Srivastava are co-
founders of the Urbz platform in Ge-
neva and Mumbai and are engaged in 
projects involving architecture, design, 
planning, anthropology, pedagogy and 
technology. India and Switzerland 
signed their friendship agreement on 
August 14, 1948.

Darjeeling (WB), Sep. 2 (PTI): 
A massive search operation was 
launched by the West Bengal Police 
today in the Darjeeling hills and ad-
joining areas for the absconding GJM 
supremo Bimal Gurung, even as the 
indefinite shutdown for a separate 
Gorkhaland entered its 80th day.

West Bengal Minister Gautam 
Deb has accused the Sikkim govern-
ment and police administration of  
helping Gurung and his associates 
to flee.

The Sikkim government might 
have a “hidden agenda” behind its 
alleged move to help Gurung flee dur-
ing a raid by the West Bengal police in 
that state yesterday, he said.

A lookout notice had been issued 
against Gurung, who has cases under 
the UAPA against him, on Friday 
for his alleged involvement in vari-
ous cases, including a bomb blast in 

Kalimpong police station in which a 
civic volunteer was killed.

Gurung had described the issu-
ance of  the lookout notice against 
him as a “conspiracy” by the West 
Bengal government.

The shutdown in the hills is on 
after Gurung revoked party convenor 
Tamang’s decision of  suspending 
it till September 12, when the next 
round of  dialogue with the state gov-
ernment is scheduled.

Protests by pro-Gorkhaland sup-
porters demanding continuation of  
the shutdown rocked various parts of  
the hills and the situation remained 
tense.

Rallies in support of  the ongo-
ing shutdown and Gorkhaland were 
taken out in Darjeeling, Kurseong, 
Mirik, Sonada and Kalimpong.

Picketing by GJM supporters has 
been strengthened in several parts 

of  the hills and posters and leaflets 
were distributed in support of  the 
shutdown.

The South Sikkim district police 
had yesterday alleged that the West 
Bengal police entered its jurisdiction 
posing as tourists and shot dead a 
GJM supporter and arrested four 
leaders of  the outfit.

Meanwhile, Tamang today ques-
tioned Gurung’s decision to expel 
him lashed out at him and party gen-
eral secretary Roshan Giri.

Tamang also justified the decision 
to his joining the August 29 meeting 
convened by the state government to 
discuss the situation in the hills.

The chairman of  Kurseong mu-
nicipality Krishna Limbu was ar-
rested during the day for his alleged 
involvement in cases of  arson and 
violence in the hills in June, when the 
Gorkhaland agitation began.

Lucknow, Sep. 2 (IANS): 
Kafeel Khan, the head of  
the encephalitis wing in 
BRD hospital in Gora-
khpur and one of  the key 
accused in the deaths of  
over 60 children, was ar-
rested by Uttar Pradesh 
police on Saturday while 
trying to flee the country.

A Special Task Force 
of  the state police arrested 
Khan, the third prime ac-
cused in the case, from 
Gorakhpur while he was 
trying to flee possibly to 
Nepal, informed sources 
told IANS. 

An FIR was lodged 
against him and six oth-
ers earlier this week and a 
non-bailable warrant was 
issued by a fast track court 
on Friday.

Khan, a paediatric and 
nodal officer of  the 100-
bed AES (acute encephali-
tis syndrome) ward in the 
hospital, has been accused 
of  dereliction of  duty and 
not informing seniors and 
the administration of  the 
paucity of  oxygen, which 
led to many of  the deaths. 
Over 60 children lost their 
lives between August 10 
and 14 at the Baba Ra-
ghav Das Medical College 
in Gorakhpur, the home 
constituency of  Chief  
Minister Yogi Adityanath. 
At least 30 of  them died 
within 48 hours due to 
shortage of  oxygen supply. 

Former Principal of  
the medical college Ra-
jeev Mishra and his wife 
Poornima have already 
been arrested and are in 
a 14-day judicial custody.

Mishra has been ac-
cused of  sitting over bills 
of  the vendor supplying 
oxygen.

Reports said despite an 

Chennai, Sep. 2 (IANS): 
Political parties and student 
organisations in Tamil Nadu 
held protests and shouted 
slogans against the state and 
central governments on Sat-
urday following the suicide 
of 17-year-old Dalit student 
S. Anitha, who had spear-
headed the fight against the 
National Eligibility-cum-
Entrance Test (NEET) for ad-
mission to medical colleges.

In the state capital here, 
Dalit party VCK and CPI-M 
held protests.

Security was beefed 
up at the BJP office here 
upon hearing that a social 
organisation would pro-
test outside it. Security was 
also increased at the Marina 
Beach here in order to pre-
vent protests.

Anitha, daughter of  a 
daily labourer, hails from a 
village in Ariyalur district. 
She had scored 1,176 out of  
1,200 in her Class 12 State 
Board examinations.

She had approached the 
court against the common 
entrance exam for medical 
colleges NEET, arguing that 
it would affect the prospects 
of poor students from rural 
areas from getting a medi-
cal seat. She couldn’t score 
high marks in the NEET to 
secure a medical seat, and 
committed suicide on Fri-
day, her relatives said.

Her death united Tamil 
Nadu’s opposition parties 
in condemning the Chief  
Minister K. Palaniswami 
government and also the 
BJP-led central government.

New Delhi, Sep. 2 (IANS): 
Millions of  Muslims cele-
brated Eid-al-Adha or Bakri 
Eid on Saturday with piety 
and traditional gaiety across 
India, home to the world’s 
second largest Muslim pop-
ulation.

Both the young and 
the old thronged mosques 
big and small in hundreds 
of  cities and towns in the 
morning for the main 
prayers on Eid-al-Adha, the 
festival of sacrifice.

Muslims came out early 
morning dressed in their fin-
ery to offer the special Eid 
congregational prayers at 
mosques and later hugged 
and greeted each other with 
‘Eid Mubarak’ before set-
ting off  for the ceremonial 
sacrifice of goats.

Select portions of  the 
sacrificial meat were distrib-
uted among family, friends, 
relatives, neighbours and 
other community members.

President Ram Nath 
Kovind and Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi extended 
their greetings on the oc-
casion.

“Greetings to all my 
fellow citizens, especially 

to my Muslim brothers and 
sisters in India and abroad 
on Idu’l Zuha,” Kovind said 
in a tweet. 

Modi tweeted: “Best 
wishes on Id-ul-Zuha. May 
the spirit of harmony, broth-
erhood and togetherness be 
furthered in our society.”

Muslims thronged the 
17th century Fatehpuri 
mosque in Old Delhi, pack-
ing the redstone building’s 
corridors and balconies and 
also the many roads and 
lanes around it.

“People gathered in 
large numbers to offer 
prayers at the mosque. We 
prayed for communal har-
mony and progress of  the 
country,” Mufti Mukarram 
Ahmad, Imam of Fatehpuri 
Mosque in Old Delhi, said.

Similar scenes were 
replicated all across the 
country, from Jammu and 
Kashmir in the northern tip 
to Tamil Nadu in the deep 
south and from Assam in 
the northeast to Gujarat on 
the west coast.

Eid prayers were held 
peacefully in Jammu and 
Kashmir as people ex-
changed warm greetings 

with each other, barring 
some incidents of sporadic 
clashes in the valley.

Large Eid gatherings 
were held in Hazratbal 
Shrine, Eidgah grounds 
and other places in Srinagar 
city and also in Baram-

ulla, Kupwara, Ganderbal, 
Anantnag, Badgam, Pulwa-
ma, Kulgam and Shopian 
districts.

Reports of  sporadic 
clashes between stone pelt-
ing youths and the security 
forces came in from Anant-

nag and Sopore towns. Po-
lice said the clashes started 
after the Eid prayers.

Muslims in Hyderabad, 
Telangana and in the neigh-
bouring Andhra Pradesh 
offered Eid prayers and 
sacrificed goats or cattle 

commemorating the great 
sacrifice of  Prophet Ibra-
him.

Telangana Chief Minis-
ter K. Chandrasekhar Rao, 
Andhra Pradesh Chief  
Minister N. Chandrababu 
Naidu and Governor of  
the two states E.S.L. Nar-
asimha Rao greeted people 
on the occasion.

Rajasthan Chief  Min-
ister Vasundhara Raje too 
greeted people on the oc-
casion and thousands cel-
ebrated Eid in Ajmer where 
the Dargah Sharif of Khwa-
ja Moinuddin Chishti, also 
known as ‘Garib Nawaz’, is 
situated.

Uttar Pradesh Chief  
Minister Yogi Adityanath 
tweeted his good wishes 
to people on the festival. 
Namaaz was held in many 
places like Lucknow, Agra, 
Kanpur, Bijnore, Morada-
bad, Rampur and Kanpur 
where members of the com-
munity prayed for peace 
and prosperity.

Eid Al-Adha is celebrat-
ed on the 10th day of  the 
month of Zilhajj or Zulhijja 
and coincides with the Haj 
Day or Arafat Day, to com-

Muslims offer namaz in 
gurudwara on Eid-ul-Adha
Gopeshwar, Sep. 2 (PTI): 
In a show of  communal 
amity, a Gurudwara in 
Joshimath today offered 
its space to Muslims to of-
fer namaz on the occasion 
of  Eid-ul-Adha.

“It was raining heavily 
and to spare our Muslim 
brethren the inconven-
ience of  offering namaz 
in the open we offered 
to them the precincts of  
our Gurudwara in Joshi-
math for the purpose,” 
Hemkund Gurudwara 
Prabandhak Committee 
chief  Sardar Seva Singh 
said.

Between 9 am to 10 
am, around one thousand 

Muslim brethren offered 
namaz at the gurudwara 
to mark the festival.

The Gurudwara Pra-
bandhak Committee also 
plied them with snacks, 
he said.

The local administra-
tion also lent a helping 
hand in making the ar-
rangements.

The HGPC chief  said 
they have offered their 
space for offering namaz 
to the Muslim brethren 
under similar circum-
stances in the past as well.

Joshimath is located 
on way to Badrinath and 
the famous Sikh shrine of  
Hemkund Sahib.

memorate the sacrifices of  
Prophet Ibrahim, Proph-
et Ismail and his mother 
Hager.

Muslims believe that 
Prophet Ibrahim offered to 
sacrifice his son Prophet 
Ismail to please Allah. Just 

as Ibrahim was about to sac-
rifice him, the Almighty re-
placed Ismail with a sheep.

Eid Al-Adha commem-
orates this extraordinary 
display of faith in Allah and 
Muslims celebrate it by sac-
rificing animals on this day.

9 new ministers to 
take oath today
New Delhi, Sep. 2 (PTI): Nine 
new ministers including former 
IFS officer Hardeep Puri, ex-
Mumbai Police chief Satyapal 
Singh and retired IAS officer 
Alphons Kannanthanam 
will be inducted into the 
Union Council of  Ministers 
tomorrow as part of  a major 
revamp by Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi.

The new faces include 
BJP MPs Ashwini Kumar 
Choubey (Bihar), Virendra 
Kumar (Madhya Pradesh) 
and Shiv Pratap Shukla (Uttar 
Pradesh).

The others are Anant 
Kumar Hegde, Raj Kumar 
S i n g h ,  H a r d e e p  P u r i , 
Gajendra Singh Shekhawat, 
Satyapal Singh and Alphons 
Kannanthanam.

13 more children 
die in BRD medical 
college
Gorakhpur (UP), Sep. 
2 (PTI): The spate of  
deaths continued in the 
state-run Baba Raghav 
Das Medical College 
hospital here with 13 
more children dying in 
the past 24 hours, taking 
the toll to 1,317 so far 
this year.

As many as 13 chil-
dren, 10 in NICU and 
three in general paedi-
atric ward died in the 
past 24 hours, the newly-
appointed principal of  
the college Dr PK Singh 
said today.

No death was report-
ed in the encephalitis 
ward during this period, 
Dr Singh said, adding 
that 53 new cases were 
admitted in the hospital.

This year there have 
been a total of  1,317 
deaths in the hospital 
so far.

According to hos-
pital records, in Janu-
ary 152 children died, 
in February 122, March 
159, April 123, May 139, 
June 137, July 128 and 
August 325, besides in 
September 32 children 
have died so far.

allocation of  Rs 4.54 crore 
for the financial year 2017-
18, Mishra did not clear a 
payment of  Rs 63.65 lakh. 
His wife has been accused 
of  stalling the payment by 
pressurising him.

The couple was ar-
rested on August 29 from 
Kanpur when they were 
visiting a lawyer, seeking 
legal counsel against their 
impending arrest.
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News IN BrIef
7 students die in Kenya school fire
Nairobi, Sep. 2 (IANS): At least seven students died 
and 10 were injured when a dormitory at a female high 
school in the Kenyan capital caught fire on Saturday, 
officials said. Acting Interior Minister Fred Matiang’i 
told reporters that two of the injured were in critical 
condition, while the remaining eight were out of  
danger, Efe news reported. The fire started at around 
1.30 a.m. and according to some witnesses emergency 
services arrived almost two hours later. Matiang’i said 
that the school, located outside Kibera, Africa’s largest 
urban slum, would remain closed for two weeks while 
authorities determined the cause of the blaze.

China says Japan shouldn’t slap 
NKorea with sanctions
Beijing, Sep. 2 (PTI/AP): China says its foreign 
minister is advising Japan not to impose sanctions 
unilaterally on North Korea after it launched a test 
missile that flew over Japan before falling into the 
Pacific Ocean. The test-firing Tuesday has intensified 
fear and reignited a debate in Japan about revising its 
defense plan after decades of  pursuing more pacifist 
policies. A statement from China’s foreign ministry 
today says the minister also urged his Japanese 
counterpart a day earlier not to consider unilateral 
sanctions in response. Foreign Minister Wang Yi said 
“unilateral sanctions are not in line with the spirit of  
the (UN) Security Council resolutions, and there is no 
basis in international law for them, (therefore) Japan 
should not make a misjudgment.

Eight killed in attack on power 
plant in Iraq
Baghdad, Sep. 2 (IANS): At least eight persons were 
killed in a suicide attack on a government power 
station in northern Iraq on Saturday, a security official 
said. The attack occurred in the morning when seven 
suicide bombers wearing explosive belts stormed 
al-Jalsiyah power plant in the southern part of  the 
city of  Samarra, around 125 km north of  the capital. 
At least 10 people were injured in the attack, Efe 
news reported. The deceased included six workers 
at the power plant and two members of  the security 
forces. During the clashes, security forces killed the 
seven attackers, who were wearing explosive belts. 
The forces later took control of  the power plant.  No 
group claimed responsibility for the attack. It came a 
few days after Iraqi Prime Minister Haider al-Abadi 
declared full liberation of  the city of  Tal Afar and 
surrounding areas from IS militants. 

China activates emergency response 
mechanism for typhoon Mawar
Beijing, Sep. 2 (IANS): Chinese authorities on 
Saturday activated a national disaster alert and 
emergency response mechanism for typhoon Mawar 
to help in the preparation for relief  work. Mawar will 
be the 16th typhoon to hit China this year. It is forecast 
to make landfall in Guangdong province on Sunday, 
reports Xinhua news agency. Civil affairs departments 
in provinces including Fujian and Guangdong should 
remain on duty around the clock, according to a notice 
issued by the China National Commission for Disaster 
Reduction. The notice asked authorities to publicise 
forecasts regarding Mawar and its predicted routes to 
enable residents to move to safe places and ships to 
return to harbour. 

US government asks Congress to 
approve disaster funds
Washington, Sep. 2 (IANS): The US government 
has asked Congress to approve the release of  $7.85 
billion to tackle the floods brought by the catastrophic 
hurricane Harvey, one of  the worst to hit the country.
A letter written by the White House budget chief  Mick 
Mulvaney was delivered on Friday to House Speaker 
Paul Ryan requesting the “appropriation of  Federal 
resources for response and initial recovery efforts 
related to Hurricane Harvey”, including $7.4 billion 
for the Federal Emergency Management Agency 
(FEMA), as well as $450 million to “support the Small 
Business Administration’s disaster loan programme 
to assist small businesses and homeowners”. Texas 
Governor Greg Abbott had said that the state would 
need $1.25 billion in funds to recover from the damage 
caused by Harvey, reports Efe news.

AP/PTI

Evacuees wade down a flooded section of Interstate 610 as floodwaters from Tropical Storm Harvey rise 
Sunday, Aug. 27, 2017, in Houston. The storm brought five straight days of rain totaling close to 52 inches 
(1.3 meters), the heaviest tropical downpour ever recorded in the continental U.S. 
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clean up begins, 50 killed
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Houston, Sep. 2 (PTI): 
Rescue workers are des-
perately searching flooded 
neighbourhoods across Tex-
as for survivors stranded by 
Hurricane Harvey, one of  
the most destructive storms 
in American history that 
claimed at least 50 lives.

More than 185,000 
homes were damaged and 
9,000 destroyed as 42,000 
people remain in shelters 
amid overflowing rivers and 
reservoirs, Texas officials 
said. Harvey wrecked water 
pumping stations in the city 
of  Beaumont, about 100 
miles east of Houston, leav-
ing residents and hospitals 
without clean water.

Many remain trapped 
by debris and waist-high 
murk that carries a risk of  
disease. Amidst all this, 
death toll has reached 50, 
Houston Chronicle quoted 
local officials as saying.

Houston’s two main air-
ports have resumed limited 
service and traffic has be-
gun trundling through dry, 
sunny streets, giving a sense 
of  normality. But some 
37,000 homes in the region 
were still without power, 
about half  the number from 
Thursday, said mayor Syl-
vester Turner. He urged 
conventions and visitors to 
come.

Turner said the US 
army corps of  engineers 
needed to release water in 
reservoirs to create capacity 
lest more rain come and 
bring fresh disaster. He re-
iterated that people should 
not stay in their homes if  
they had water. Texas gov-
ernor Greg Abbott said the 
recovery process would be 
long and arduous.

“This is going to be a 
massive, massive clean-up 
process,” he was quoted 

by ABC’s Good Morning 
America.

“This is not going to be 
a short-term project. This 
is going to be a multi-year 
project for Texas to be able 
to dig out of  this catastro-
phe,” he added.

P r e s i d e n t  D o n a l d 
Trump is due to visit Hou-
ston later today, his second 
visit to the state this week. 
Yesterday, he tweeted: “Tex-
as is heeling fast”.

Displaced residents who 
had moved to shelters, ho-
tels and other accommoda-
tion started making forays 
home to assess damage and 
retrieve photos, valuables 
and other possessions.

With swollen rivers and 
reservoirs still risking poten-
tially deadly flooding, the 
Red Cross said the number 
of people in shelters across 
the region had increased to 
42,000.

New York, Sep. 2 (PTI): 
A 45-year-old Indian-or-
igin political consultant 
has been sentenced to 15 
months in prison and or-
dered to pay a USD 10,000 
fine for funnelling illegal 
foreign campaign contribu-
tions in the 2012 San Diego 
mayoral election.

Ravneet Singh of  Il-
linois and former CEO of  
ElectionMall Technologies 
was ordered by US Dis-
trict Court Judge Michael 
Anello yesterday to report 
to prison in October to 
begin serving his sentence.

Singh was sentenced 
for his role in funnelling 
more than USD 600,000 
in illegal foreign campaign 
contributions from Mexi-

can citizen Jose Susumo 
Azano Matsura to candi-
dates in the 2012 San Di-
ego mayoral election.

In September 2016, af-
ter six weeks of  trial, a 
federal jury in San Diego 
returned guilty verdicts 
against Singh, Azano and 
Azano’s son Edward Su-
sumo, who were convicted 
of  felony counts associ-
ated with a series of  illegal 
campaign contributions by 
Azano to the campaigns of  
Bonnie Dumanis and Bob 
Filner.

“American elections 
are not for sale,” said Ex-
ecutive US Attorney Blair 
Perez.

“We will not allow our 
sacred electoral process 

to be compromised. This 
prison sentence under-
scores an important mes-
sage: Anyone who tries to 
manipulate the American 
electorate will pay a high 
price,” Perez said.

According to evidence 
presented at trial, Azano, 
Singh, and others con-
spired to inject hundreds 
of  thousands of  dollars in 
cash and in-kind consult-
ing services to the Bonnie 
Dumanis and Bob Filner 
campaigns, despite the fact 
that Azano’s foreign na-
tional status made such 
contributions illegal.

To conceal his connec-
tion to these contributions, 
Azano arranged with his 
son Edward Hester and 

others to funnel this illegal 
foreign money through 
corporate and third person 
“straw donor” contribu-
tions.

The conspirators also 
arranged for at least USD 
267,000 worth of  Singh’s 
in-kind consulting services 
to be secretly funnelled to 
the campaigns.

U l t i m a t e l y,  w i t h 
Azano’s help, Filner won 
the election, though he 
was forced to resign shortly 
thereafter.

For his part, Singh used 
his specialised skills and 
knowledge to facilitate the 
crimes.

Evidence at trial dem-
onstrated that Singh used 
code names for the Duma-

nis and Filner work that 
Azano paid for but never 
for any other domestic can-
didate for office; harshly 
reprimanded employees 
for using those code names 
in emails; and on one par-
ticularly candid occasion 
referenced the “legal rami-
fications” of  discussing 
these topics. 

Singh further concealed 
the payments from Azano 
by structuring the wires 
from a Mexican company 
Broadlink controlled by 
Azano, which had nothing 
to do with electoral politics, 
to company Singh control-
led, not Election Mall, but 
eSolutions, which prima-
rily developed software 
from India.

Washington, Sep. 2 (IANS): Peo-
ple denied entry to the US under 
President Donald Trump’s first 
travel ban can now reapply for visas 
following a legal settlement reached 
in a federal court.

The US government will now 
contact individuals turned away at 
borders as a result of the executive 
order that came into force on Janu-
ary 27, BBC reported on Friday.

The agreement does not guar-
antee that applicants will receive 
new visas.

Trump signed the original order 
in January barring people from sev-
en Muslim countries from entering 
the US. The move sparked numer-
ous protests and legal challenges.

Trump later defended the ex-
ecutive order, saying it was “not a 
Muslim ban”.

A week after it was imple-
mented, a federal judge in Seattle 

suspended it nationwide, allowing 
banned visitors to travel to the US, 
pending an appeal by the adminis-
tration.

The new legal agreement, 
which was announced on Thursday, 
obliges the US government to act in 
“good faith” when processing the 
paperwork of all applicants.

The seven countries affected by 
the initial 90-day travel ban were 
Iran, Iraq, Libya, Somalia, Sudan, 
Syria and Yemen. Iraq was later 
removed from the list.

Some visa categories, such as 
diplomats and UN workers, were 
not included in the suspension.

Among the individuals initially 
barred from entry to the US were 
two Iraqi nationals; Hameed Kha-
lid Darweesh and Haider Sameer 
Abdulkhaleq Alshawi.

They were stopped and de-
tained on arrival at John F Kennedy 

airport in New York.
Human rights groups, includ-

ing the National Immigration Law 
Centre (NILC) and the American 
Civil Liberties Union (ACLU), 
filed a lawsuit in New York to de-
mand the release of  the two men, 
who were in the air bound for the 
US when the executive order was 
signed. Darweesh, who had worked 
as a US Army interpreter, was later 
released by border officials.

“Although the government 
dragged its feet for far too long, it 
has finally agreed to do the right 
thing,” said Lee Gelernt, of  the 
American Civil Liberties Union 
(ACLU).

The settlement, Gelernt says, 
provides those excluded under 
the first Muslim ban with “proper 
notice of their right to come to the 
United States”.

He added that while this was 

progress, the “legal fight against 
Muslim ban 2.0” would continue 
with a Supreme Court hearing in 
October.

Hundreds of  nationals from 
the countries affected by the ban in 
January were detained on arrival 
despite having valid visas and resi-
dency documents.

The move was suspended on 
February 3 after it was challenged 
in court.

On March 6, Trump attempted 
to revise the ban on individuals 
from the six countries to include 
grandparents and other relatives of  
the US residents. 

In July, the US Supreme Court 
rejected the Trump administration’s 
revised executive order but judges 
gave the government the right to 
enforce a separate ban on refu-
gees, pending a government appeal 
against a federal court order.

Meanwhile, the Arke-
ma plant in Crosby has ex-
ploded, sending dark, black 
smoke into the air. In words 
most wouldn’t expect to fol-
low that sentence, that was 
expected to happen.

Arkema officials ac-
knowledged the fire, adding 
“we will likely see addi-
tional incidents.” At least 
18 people have been injured 
since the first fire earlier in 
the week.

Flooding from Harvey, 
once a Category 4 hurricane 
that hit southeast Texas last 
week, had knocked out the 
refrigeration system needed 
to keep the chemicals stable.

Flooding remained se-
vere in eastern Texas and 
western Louisiana, but the 
storm is starting to lose its 
tropical characteristics as 
it moves toward the Ohio 
Valley, according to the 
National Weather Service.

Electricity provider 
Entergy said yesterday that 
about 56,000 customers 
were still without power in 
Texas, down from a peak 
of  84,000 on Wednesday 
morning. “Flooding is still 
kind of rampant in the areas 
where we need to get to to 
restore the power,” said Kay 
Jones, a spokeswoman.

T h e r e  we r e  a b o u t 
136,000 flooded structures 
just in Harris County, the 
state’s most populous, the 
county Flood Control Dis-
trict estimated on Thursday 
night. 

About 42,000 people 
stayed in shelters in Texas 
on Thursday night, and an 
additional 3,000 Texans 
stayed in shelters in Louisi-
ana, Governor Abbott said.

New York, Sep. 2 (IANS): Kenneth 
Juster, who had played a key role in 
laying the foundations of the India-US 
nuclear cooperation agreement, has 
been nominated as the new US ambas-
sador to India.

President Donald Trump’s decision 
to appoint Juster was announced by the 
White House on Friday evening. It will 
have to be approved by the Senate. His 
nomination is a mark of importance 
that Trump places on building closer 
economic, trade and strategic relations 
with India.

Juster, 62, had served as the Deputy 
Assistant to the President for Interna-
tional Economic Affairs from Janu-
ary to June under President Donald 
Trump. He was also the Under Secre-
tary of Commerce for Industry and Se-
curity from 2001 to 2005 under former 
President George.w. Bush.

Juster still holds the position of Act-
ing Counsellor of the Department of  
State. The diplomat represented Trump 

for the advance work and negotiations 
for the May G7 summit in Italy.

The New Delhi position has been 
vacant since January when Richard 
Varma resigned along with most po-
litical appointees of former President 
Barack Obama’s administration.

The nomination of the new envoy 
follows Trump’s announcement in his 
Afghanistan policy speech last week 
that “another critical part of the South 
Asia strategy for America is to further 
develop its strategic partnership with 
India”. 

He simultaneously delivered Pa-
kistan the sternest warning by a US 
leader saying that it has “much to lose” 
if it continues to harbour terrorists.

As the Under Secretary for Com-
merce, Juster played a key role in devel-
oping the civilian nuclear cooperation 
agreement between US and India.

During his tenure, he founded and 
chaired the US-India High Technology 
Cooperation Group, and played an 

important role in developing the Next 
Steps in Strategic Partnership (NSSP) 
initiative.

The NSSP laid the foundation for 
increased civilian nuclear and space 
cooperation, and high-technology 
trade and expanded dialogue on mis-
sile defence.

For these contributions, the US-
India Business Council honoured him 
with the Blackwill Award in 2004.

Between leaving the Bush ad-
ministration in 2005 and joining 
the Trump administration this year, 
Juster had served as the executive vice 
president of  the technology company 
Salesforce.com and as managing 
director at the global investment firm 
Walter Pincus. 

Juster is a graduate of Harvard Uni-
versity. He has served as the chairman 
of Harvard University’s Weatherhead 
Centre for International Affairs, and 
as a vice chairman of the Asia Foun-
dation.

Washington, Sep. 2 (PTI): The US and 
South Korea today vowed to strengthen 
their alliance through defence coopera-
tion to fight the threats posed by North 
Korea with President Donald Trump 
giving a “conceptual approval” to sell 
Seoul American military equipment 
worth billions of dollars.

On Tuesday, North Korea fired a 
missile over Japan, prompting Trump 
to insist that “all options were on the ta-
ble” in an implied threat of pre-emptive 
military action.

Trump in a phone call with his 
South Korean counterpart Moon Jae-
in discussed a coordinated response to 
deal with the “destabilising and escala-
tory behaviour” of North Korea, the 

White House said.
“Trump and Moon pledged to 

continue to apply strong diplomatic 
and economic pressure on North Korea 
and to make all necessary preparations 
to deter and defend against the growing 
threat posed by North Korea,” it said.

The two leaders agreed to strength-
en the alliance through defence coop-
eration and to strengthen South Korea’s 
defence capabilities.

“Trump provided his concep-
tual approval of  planned purchases 
by South Korea of billions of dollars 
in American military equipment,” the 
White House said.

In a separate call, Trump spoke 
with President Nursultan Nazarbayev 

of  Kazakhstan to discuss the two 
countries’ 25-year relationship and 
his recently announced South Asia 
strategy.

“Trump expressed appreciation for 
Kazakhstan’s regional and global lead-
ership, including its upcoming tenure as 
Chair of the United Nations Security 
Council in January, and congratulated 
President Nazarbayev on hosting the 
Astana Expo 2017,” the White House 
said.

Trump also spoke with President 
Juan Manuel Santos of Colombia. 

“President Trump stressed the im-
portance of Colombia doing its utmost 
to eliminate the production and traf-
ficking of illegal drugs,” it said.

Yangon, Sep. 2 (IANS): More than 
2,600 houses have been burned down 
over the past week in the Rohingya-
majority areas of the country’s north-
west, the Myanmar government said 
on Saturday, in one of  the deadliest 
outbreaks of  violence involving the 
Muslim minority in decades.

“A total of  2,625 houses from 
Kotankauk, Myinlut and Kyikanpyin 
villages and two wards in Maungtaw 
were burned down,” the state-run Glo-
bal New Light of Myanmar reported.

The Myanmar officials blamed 
the Arakan Rohingya Salvation Army 
(ARSA), which is said to be defending 
Rohingya Muslims, for the fires in 
Rakhine villages. The group claimed 
responsibility for last week’s coordi-
nated attacks on Army posts, which 
led to further clashes and a major 
clampdown by the country’s military 
forces. 

The Rohingya Muslims fleeing 
the violence to Bangladesh, however, 

insist that a campaign of  arson and 
killings by the Myanmarese Army 
aimed at forcing them out of  the 
country is responsible for the carnage 
and destruction in the area, according 
to reports.

The skirmishes and ensuing Army 
crackdown have killed at least 400 
people and led to evacuation of more 
than 11,700 “ethnic residents” from 
the area, government officials said, re-
ferring to the non-Muslim population 
of northern Rakhine.

According to the UN estimate, 
nearly 58,600 Rohingya refugees have 
fled into neighbouring Bangladesh 
from Myanmar. Another 20,000 Ro-
hingyas are thought to be stuck along 
the Naf river, which forms the border 
between the two countries, a BBC 
report said.

Aid agencies say they are at risk 
from drowning, disease and venom-
ous snakes.

Meanwhile, the United Nations 

World Food Programme (WFP) has 
suspended aid work in Rakhine amid 
the intensifying violence.

“We are coordinating with the 
authorities to resume distribution 
for all affected communities as soon 
as possible, including for any people 
newly affected by the current unrest,” 
the WFP said in a statement.

The suspension of  food assist-
ance operations would affect 250,000 
internally displaced and “other most 
vulnerable populations,” the statement 
added.

Rakhine, the poorest region in 
Myanmar, is home to more than a 
million Rohingyas. They have faced 
decades of  persecution in Buddhist-
majority Myanmar, where they are not 
considered citizens. 

Between 300,000 and 500,000 
Rohingyas live in Bangladesh but only 
about 32,000 of  them have refugee 
status and live in camps in the Cox’s 
Bazar district. 

Islamabad, Sep. 2 (IANS): 
Former President Asif  Ali 
Zardari on Saturday vowed 
that the Pakistan Peoples 
Party (PPP) will appeal 
against the decision in the 
Benazir Bhutto murder case.

Speaking to reporters 
after Eid prayers in Nawab-
shah city of Sindh province, 
Zardari expressed his dis-
satisfaction with the verdict 
in the murder case of  his 
deceased wife. “We are not 
satisfied with the verdict, 
we will appeal against it,” 
he was quoted as saying by 
Geo News.

The former President 
reached Nawabshah on Fri-
day accompanied by his 
daughters Bakhtawar and 
Aseefa Bhutto Zardari. He 
was welcomed by Sindh 
law minister Zia Lanjar and 
other PPP leaders.

In his Eid message, 
Zardari said the occasion 
symbolises the willingness 
to sacrifice for a cause, and 
urged people to pledge to live 
and strive for a cause larger 
than one’s own self.

He also felicitated Mus-
lims throughout the world 
and particularly those in 
Pakistan. “On this occasion 
I also call upon my country-
men to remember those who 
have laid down their lives.. 
we owe a deep debt of grati-
tude to them,” he added.

The PPP earlier this 
week rejected the Anti-
Terrorism Court’s (ATC) 
decision in the Benazir mur-
der case as “disappointing” 
and said that it will explore 
legal options to challenge 
the decision. The ATC on 
Thursday declared former 
President Pervez Musharraf  
an absconder in the assas-
sination of  former Prime 
Minister. Five other accused 
in the case were acquitted 
while two police officers 
were jailed for 17 years each. 

The party in a statement 
said that justice was not 
done in the case, adding that 
the acquittal of  Al Qaeda 
and Taliban suspects despite 
evidence was shocking and 
a victory for the Al Qaeda 
militants.

Kathmandu, Sep. 2 (IANS): 
The Nepalese government 
has signed the UN Develop-
ment Assistance Framework 
(UNDAF) for 2018-2022, 
which lays out the develop-
ment strategy for the next 
five years.

The agreement was 
signed here on Friday be-
tween the government’s 
planning body National 
Planning Commission and 
the UN team in Nepal, re-
ports Xinhua news agency.

In a statement, the UN 
team said the $635 million 
package involving 26 indi-
vidual UN agencies was 
aimed at assisting Nepal in 
four areas -- inclusive eco-
nomic growth, social de-
velopment, climate change 
adaptation and disaster risk 
reduction.

Nepal has expressed 
high hope that the assistance 
framework will contribute to 
achieving Agenda 2030 for 
sustainable development.

“We are pleased to be 
signing this framework with 
the United Nations in Ne-
pal. It is broadly aligned with 
our national priorities as en-
visioned by the government 
of  Nepal,” National Plan-
ning Commission chairman 
Swarnim Wagle said. At the 
signing ceremony, UN Resi-
dent Coordinator Valerie 
Julliand said the UNDAF 
shows what the global or-
ganisation can achieve when 
it works together across 
agencies and mandates. 



A 
Philanthropist 
group from 
Wokha organised 
a charity concert 
“Save a Life” mis-
sion at D.B youth 

centre Wokha in aid of Mhonda-

mo Memorial Nursing Home. 
Through the charity concert 

the group aims in providing life 
sustenance equipment to the nurs-
ing home.

The concert was supported 
by Alobo Naga-an icon artist 

who is also the winner of 2012 
Best Indian Act at MTV Europe 
Music Awards and the recipient of  
Governor’s Awards for Distinction 
in Music.

The stage was shared by 
Alobo Naga along with Thungyani 

Kikon, Saronthung Kikon and 
Benathung Humtsoe 

Huge number of donors, 
supporters and music lovers came 
together to be part of the mission 
“Safe a life”.

Our Correspondent 

A
ctor Brad Pitt has report-
edly apologised to actress 
Jennifer Aniston for 
being an ‘absentee hus-
band’ and then leaving 
her for Angelina Jolie.

Jolie filed for divorce last September. 
The Hollywood megastars had been 
married for two years and were a couple 
since 2004. They share six children. 

According to In Touch magazine, 
Pitt has been doing some thinking, and it 
has led him to reach out and say sorry to 
Aniston, reports mirror.co.uk. 

“He’s been determined to apologise 
for everything he put her through, and 
that’s exactly what he did. It was the 
most intimate conversation Brad and Jen 

have ever had,” a source said. 
When Pitt apologised, the source says 

it brought back a lot of that old hurt.
“Jen was overcome with emotion. 

All the hurt feelings and resentment she’d 
suppressed for years came flooding to the 
surface, and she broke down in tears.”

Pitt is also said to have admitted that 
he wasn’t always the best partner, reports 
mirror.co.uk. 

“He apologised to Jen for being an 
absentee husband, for being stoned and 
bored much of the time. He also made 
amends for leaving her for Angelina,” the 
source added.

Aniston, who is now married to actor 
Justin Theroux, accepted Pitt’s apology. 

IANS

A
ctor Matt 
Damon says 
he is very 
concerned 
with the state 

of things in the US and 
the damage that is being 
done to the institutions 
with Donald Trump as 
president.

Damon was asked 
whether he feels more 
inclined to use his ce-
lebrity status to fight for 
liberal causes, reports hol-
lywoodreporter.com. 

“But I’m obviously 
very concerned with the 
state of things and with the 
damage that’s being done 
to our institutions; it’s just 
very pernicious what he’s 
(Donald Trump) doing.”

Damon added: “Robert 
Mueller is kind of repre-

senting these institutions at 
this point, and just by some 
trick of history he’s the one 
who’s essentially defending 
them against these attacks, 
so hopefully his investiga-
tion is going smoothly.

Has living in Los An-
geles and being successful 
isolated him from the rest 
of the country? “The Mar-
tian” star said: “I’m not the 
right person to ask because 
I’m isolated anyway. I’m 
kind of walled off, like a lot 
of actors. But in California, 
New York, the Northeast, 
it feels you’re surrounded 
by like-minded people, and 
then there are other parts 
of the country where you’d 
be hard-pressed to find peo-
ple who believe what you 
believe.”

IANS
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Serena Williams gives birth to baby girl
US tennis star Serena Williams has given birth to a baby girl at a clinic in Florida, the me-
dia reported. Williams, 35, whose partner is Reddit co-founder Alexis Ohanian, 34, was 
admitted to the St. Mary’s Medical Centre in West Palm Beach on Wednesday, reports 
the BBC. She gave birth on Friday night. The 23-time Grand Slam winner said last month 
she was planning to return to tennis for the Australian Open in January. Wishes have been 
pouring in from sports stars and celebrities. News of the birth came as her sister Venus 
prepared to go out on court at the US Open. “Obviously I’m super-excited,” Venus said, 
adding “Words can’t describe it.” Pop star Beyonce and Spanish tennis star Rafael Nadal 
were also among those congratulating Williams on social media. “Congrats Serena! So 
much joy for you!” Nadal tweeted. Serena admitted she had revealed her pregnancy to the 
world in April by accident, after mistakenly uploading a photograph on Snapchat. (IANS)

EM Images

The organisers and artistes of the event pose for lens after the show.

Philanthropist group from 
Wokha organises charity concert

Brad Pitt apologises to Jennifer Aniston

Matt Damon worried with 
state of things in Trump era

10 am, 12.30 pm, 3 pm, 8 pm:  Badshaaho (Hindi)

TickeT raTes
Silver Rs. 80
Gold Rs. 150

Platinum Rs. 320

HILL STAR 
Movie Schedule

Hill Star is thrilled to announce its valued 
HillStarCinema fans that the hall is now 

live at BookMyShowIN You can now BUY 
tickets online! 

5.30 pm:  Shubh Mangal Shavdhan (Hindi)
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Julio Cesar La Cruz of Cuba.

Liverpool turned down Barcelona’s offer of £118 mil-
lion for Brazilian playmaker Philip Coutinho.

Australian cricket captain Steven Smith, whose team are desperate to 
restore lost pride against Bangladesh.

Roelant Oltmans

James Anderson 

Maria Sharapova of Russia salutes fans after her win over Sofia Kenin of the United States on Day Five of 
the 2017 US Open in New York City.
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Sharapova advances into US 
Open last 16, Cilic ousted

England pacer Anderson rules out retirement

Australia aim to salvage pride against BangladeshHockey India sacks chief coach Oltmans

Liverpool demanded 200m 
for Coutinho, say Barcelona

India aim to whitewash Sri Lanka in final ODI Cuba continues domination 
at World Championships

New York, Sep. 2 (AFP): 
Maria Sharapova rolled 
into the last 16 at the US 
Open by overpowering US 
teen Sofia Kenin on Friday 
while a wide-open side of  
the men’s draw lost 2014 
champion Marin Cilic.

Former world number 
one Sharapova, the 2006 
US Open winner in her first 
Grand Slam since serving 
a 15-month doping ban, 
downed the 139th-ranked 
wildcard 7-5,  6-2 and 
moved into a fourth-round 
clash with Latvian 16th 
seed Anastasija Sevastova.

Five-time Grand Slam 
champion Sharapova, who 
tested positive for the blood 
booster meldonium at the 
2016 Australian Open, 
reached the round of 16 for 
the 14th time in 15 Slams 
since the 2011 US Open.

Sharapova, who re-
turned from her ban in 
April, was snubbed for 
a wildcard in the French 
Open and injured for Wim-
bledon but was given a 
US Open wildcard despite 
playing only one hardcourt 
tuneup match due to a fore-
arm injury.

The 30-year-old Russian 
broke Kenin with a fore-
hand winner after 66 min-
utes to swipe the first set, 
exchanged early second-set 
breaks on double faults then 
broke again in the sixth and 
last games for the victory.

“She came out and had 
nothing to lose so I’m really 
glad I got through,” Shara-
pova said.

Sharapova blasted eight 
aces and 38 winners with 33 
unforced errors while Kenin 
hit only seven winners in the 
match.

Croatian fifth seed Cilic, 
idled after Wimbledon until 

London, Sep. 2 (IANS): 
England pace spearhead 
James Anderson believes he 
can continue playing inter-
national cricket until he is 
in his 40s and ruled out any 
possibilities of retiring after 
the upcoming Ashes later 
this year.

Anderson, 35, is three 
wickets shy of  taking 500 
Test wickets and the feat 
will make him only the 
third pacer after Austral-
ia’s Glenn McGrath (563) 
and West Indies’ Court-
ney Walsh (519), and sixth 
player overall, to reach the 
mark.

Anderson said there’s 
“no reason” he couldn’t 
play on to 40 or beyond, 
refusing to rule out playing 
in the 2021-22 Ashes in 
Australia, by which point 
he would be 39. 

“I wouldn’t rule it out, 
no. I’m very fortunate to 
have the body I have,” An-
derson said in an article 
on the Cricket Australia 
website.

“For a fast bowler, not 
much stress goes through 
my body. A lot less than a 
lot of other fast bowlers. It’s 
just a case of  looking after 
myself. If  I can keep fit, 
keep my speeds up, there’s 
no reason why not. 

“I played here with 
Glen Chapple when he was 
40 or 41 and he was as good 
as he ever was then. For me, 
just playing Test cricket, not 

this week due to an adduc-
tor strain, was eliminated 
4-6, 7-5, 7-5, 6-4 by Ar-
gentine 29th seed Diego 
Schwartzman.

“(The injury) played a 
quite significant part, and 
just being injured and not 
being able to keep that good 
form,” Cilic said.

Cilic’s exit ensured a 
first-time Slam finalist will 
come from his draw half, 
which now lacks a top-10 
player and has only one 
Slam semi-finalist, Amer-
ican Sam Querrey, who 
made it in July at Wim-
bledon.

“Everyone is improv-
ing,” Cilic said. “And you 
have a lot of  youngsters 
coming up that are playing 
better.”

Prime among them 
is Canadian teen Denis 
Shapovalov, who became 
the youngest man since 
1989 into the US Open 
last 16.

The 18-year-old Israeli-
born world number 69 ad-
vanced when Britain’s Kyle 
Edmund retired with a neck 
injury with the Canadian 
leading 3-6, 6-3, 6-3, 1-0.

Not since 17-year-old 
Michael Chang in 1989 had 
a younger player cracked 
the fourth round in New 
York. No qualifier had 
reached the last 16 since 
Gilles Muller in 2008.

“I’m playing my sec-
ond main draw Slam. It’s 
huge,” Shapovalov said. “It 
opens up the draw and helps 
players like myself  have a 

chance.”
Shapovalov will play for 

a quarter-final berth against 
Spanish 12th seed Pablo 
Carreno Busta, who ousted 
French qualifier Nicolas 
Mahut 6-3, 6-4, 6-3.

The Spaniard, who has 
not dropped a set, will be-
come the first player to face 
four qualifiers at a Grand 
Slam in the Open Era (since 
1967).

With US 10th seed John 
Isner being ousted 6-4, 6-3, 
7-6 (7/5) by German 23rd 
seed Mischa Zverev, Car-
reno Busta became the top 
remaining seed in his half  
of the draw. Zverev gets US 
17th seed Querrey next.

Italy’s Paolo Lorenzi, 
35, became the oldest player 
in the Open Era to reach a 

Grand Slam last 16 for the 
first time by defeating coun-
tryman Thomas Fabbiano 
6-2, 6-4, 6-4.

Lorenzi next meets 
South African Kevin An-
derson, who beat Croatian 
Borna Coric 6-4, 6-3, 6-2. 
Anderson has won all 43 of  
his US Open service games 
and saved all 14 break 
points he has faced.
- New aunt Venus ad-
vances –
Baby news from Florida 
turned heads as Serena 
Williams, a 23-time Grand 
Slam champion and six-
time US Open winner, gave 
birth to a baby daughter.

She was pregnant in 
January when she beat old-
er sister Venus Williams in 
the Australian Open final. 
US ninth seed Venus beat 
Greece’s 95th-ranked Maria 
Sakkari 6-3, 6-4 and said she 
was “super-excited.”

“To win in straight sets 
shows I’m playing some 
good tennis,” Venus said.

Wimbledon cham-
pion Garbine Muguruza 
needed only 62 minutes to 
defeat Slovakian 31st seed 
Magdalena Rybarikova 6-1, 
6-1 and continue her best 
US Open run as well as 
take command of the fight 
for women’s world number 
one.Only current number 
one Karolina Pliskova and 
fourth-seeded Elina Svi-
tolina can deny Muguruza 
reaching the top spot for the 
first time.

“I’m taking every match 
as a final here,” Muguruza 
said. Awaiting Muguruza 
next is Czech 13th seed 
Petra Kvitova, the 2011 and 
2014 Wimbledon champion 
who defeated French 18th 
seed Caroline Garcia 6-0, 
6-4.

one-day cricket, there’s no 
reason why I can’t extend 
my career a little bit,” he 
added. 

Anderson further said 
that the key to his continued 
success lies in finding new 
ways to take wickets. 

“I can’t bowl at 90mph 
any more, (but) if  you look 
at most bowlers in the his-
tory of the game -- the two 
guys (fast bowlers) who 
got 500 wickets, McGrath 
and Walsh, weren’t bowl-
ing at 90 at the end of their 
careers. 

“What you lose in speed 
you make up in other ar-
eas,” he added.

England face a must-
win third and final Test at 
Lord’s next week to secure a 

series win after the West In-
dies’s pulled off  a shocking 
win at Headingley, which 
Anderson feels will be a 
great test before the Ashes 
in November.

“It’s very rare that you 
get to play with the series 
level and the decider at 
Lord’s,” he said.

“I doubt that it’s ever 
happened in my career. But 
it is a great opportunity for 
us as a team to see how we 
cope with that pressure, 
especially with the winter 
ahead. 

“We’ve got guys in the 
team (who) are under pres-
sure looking ahead with 
what’s to come in the win-
ter, so it will be a really good 
test for us,” he added.

Hamburg,  Sep.  2 
(PTI): Traditional 
powerhouse Cuba 
continued to dominate 
the 19th World Boxing 
Championships with 
four of their boxers ad-
vancing to the summit 
clashes on the second 
day of semifinals, tak-
ing the total number of  
their finalists to seven 
here. The semifinals 
concluded with Cuba 
being the dominant 
force yet again and 
looked well on course 
to repeating the feat 
of  the 2015 edition, 
in which the country 
won seven medals.

However, Cuba is 
in line to take all seven 
gold this time, while 
it had claimed four 
gold, two silver and a 
bronze last time.

Julio Cesar La 
Cruz (81kg), Roniel 
Iglesias (69kg), La-
zaro Alvarez (60kg) 
and Yosbany Veitia 

Chittagong, Sep. 2 (AFP): 
Heavily criticised after 
their first-ever Test defeat 
to Bangladesh, Australia 
are desperate to restore 
some lost pride when the 
teams meet in the second 
and final Test, starting in 
Chittagong on Monday.

T h e  v i s i t o r s  we r e 
slammed by Australian 
media when they lost the 
opening match in Dhaka 
by 20 runs and coach Dar-
ren Lehmann admitted the 
players had been stung by 
the level of  condemnation 
of  the team’s performance.

“The boys are all hurt-
ing with the criticism you 
get,” Lehmann told report-
ers.

“(But) you deserve that 
when you don’t win. It is 
not good enough when 
you lose a Test match to 
anyone, but Bangladesh 
are tough at home.”

Chittagong does at 
least hold some fond mem-
ories for the Australians as 
they try to salvage a drawn 
series.

The only previous time 
they played a Test there, 
in 2006, the visitors won 
by an innings and 80 runs 
with nightwatchman Ja-
son Gillespie scoring an 

unbeaten double century.
But Bangladesh are a 

more formidable opponent 
now and the biggest chal-
lenge facing Australia’s 
players is to find a way to 
combat the home team’s 
spinners.

All but one of  Aus-
tralia’s 20 wickets in the 
series opener fell to spin, 
and the Zahur Ahmed 

Chowdhury Stadium pitch 
in Chittagong is expected 
to favour slow bowling.

Aus t ra l ia  have  re -
called left-arm spinner 
Steve O’Keefe for the in-
jured Josh Hazlewood and 
could play him alongside 
their frontline spinners 
Nathan Lyon and Ashton 
Agar.

O’Keefe was impres-

Barcelona, Sep. 2 (AFP): A leading 
Barcelona board member claimed Liv-
erpool set an asking price of  200 mil-
lion euros ($238 million) for midfielder 
Philippe Coutinho as the Catalan giants 
criticised the rampant inflation in the 
football transfer market on Saturday.
Albert Soler, Barca’s director of  institu-
tional relations, said the club’s under-
fire board would not put the future of  
the institution at risk by bending to 
excessive demands.
“Liverpool put a price of  200 million 
euros on a player that we wanted,” 
Soler told reporters at a press confer-
ence held to explain Barca’s haphazard 
signing policy this summer.
Barca ended the window making a 
slight profit on transfers after receiv-
ing a world record 222 million euros 
from Neymar’s move to Paris Saint-
Germain.
Despite splashing over 190 million on 
five signings, most notably 105 million 
euros on 20-year-old French winger 
Ousmane Dembele, Soler claimed 
Barca wouldn’t been drawn into an 
arms race with the cash-rich Premier 
League and Qatar-backed PSG.
“We didn’t want to put at risk the 
heritage of  the club. This is a club of  
150,000 members and has to be man-
aged with coherence and responsiblity,” 
added Soler.
“We won’t get involved in the game of  
a market that has lost its way.
“This board won’t put the club at risk. 
UEFA and the European Clubs Asso-
ciation (ECA) have to reflect and make 
a decision.”
UEFA announced on Friday that PSG 
will be investigated for a potential 
breach of  financial fair play (FFP) rules 
after adding Kylian Mbappe to the cap-
ture of  Neymar from Monaco in a deal 
that could rise to 180 million euros.

New Delhi, Sep. 2 (PTI): 
Hockey India on Saturday 
sacked national coach Roe-
lant Oltmans after a string 
of  unimpressive outings at 
the international level.

High Performance Di-
rector David John will be 
in charge till a suitable re-
placement is found for a 
smooth transition of the the 
men’s team.The decision 
was taken during the three-
day meeting of the Hockey 
India High Performance 
and Development Commit-
tee, which concluded today.

Though the federation 
did not say it in as many 
words, it is apparent that the 
HI bosses are not impressed 
with the Dutchman.

“Key decisions taken 
included Chief Coach Roe-
lant Oltmans to step down,” 
Hockey India said in a re-
lease.

“While Roelant Olt-
mans role as Chief  Coach 
in improving the teams’ 
overall fitness and cohesive-
ness has been appreciated, 
the results are what matter 
and the performance of the 
team has not been consist-
ent or up to the desired 
levels.”

The  power -packed 
meeting to assess the way 

sive during this year’s Test 
series in India, capturing 
19 wickets, including a 
match-winning 12-wicket 
haul in the first Test vic-
tory. 

Australia eventually 
lost the series 2-1 but Leh-
mann hinted that O’Keefe 
could be rushed back into 
the playing side.

“The way the wicket 
was you are not going 
to have too many overs 
bowled by the quicks as 
the game goes on and we 
expect the same sort of  
pitch,” he said.

Bangladesh left-arm 
spinner Taijul Islam, who 
took the match-clinching 
final wicket in Dhaka, said 
the home side was also 
hoping for a turning pitch 
in Chittagong as they try 
to sweep the series.

“I hope it (wicket) will 
remain the same because 
we are expecting another 
win,” he said.

“We have the capacity 
to win the series 2-0. We 
nearly did against England 
last year.

“So I don’t think it is 
impossible to beat Aus-
tralia again,” he said.

Bangladesh came ago-
nisingly close to beating 

England in Chittagong last 
year when they needed 33 
runs on the fifth day with 
two wickets in hand.

Ben Stokes took the 
last two wickets to win 
the match for England but 
Bangladesh won the sec-
ond match to tie the series.

The only two times 
Bangladesh have swept 
a series were against an 
under-strength West Indies 
side in 2009 and against a 
struggling Zimbabwe in 
2014.
Squads:
Bangladesh: Mushfiqur 
Rahim (captain), Tamim 
Iqbal, Soumya Sarkar, Im-
rul Kayes, Shakib Al Has-
an, Nasir Hossain, Sabbir 
Rahman, Mehedi Hasan, 
Shafiul Islam, Taijul Is-
lam, Mustafizur Rahman, 
Mominul Haque, Liton 
Das, Taskin Ahmed
Australia: Steve Smith 
(captain), David Warner, 
Ashton Agar, Hilton Cart-
wright, Pat Cummins, Pe-
ter Handscomb, Matthew 
Wade, Steve O’Keefe, Us-
man Khawaja, Nathan 
Lyon, Glenn Maxwell, 
Matt Renshaw, Mitchell 
Swepson and Jackson 
Bird.

forward for Indian hockey 
was attended by over 24 
members over the last three 
days.

Harbinder Singh, chair-
man of  the Hockey India 
Selection Committee said, 
“The Committee was con-
vened since we are col-
lectively not satisfied with 
the Indian Men’s Hockey 
team’s performance in 2016 
and 2017 and feels that wins 
in Asia can’t be a bench-
mark for success any more.

“We need to show re-
sults beyond intent in key 
international tournaments 
where the sporadic success 
over the last two years is 
more incidental than de-

liberate. To make results 
a reality, we need to make 
hard decisions for the great-
er good of  the future of  
Hockey in India.

“The current format of  
coaching was not show-
ing results beyond a cer-
tain level. The Committee 
unanimously agreement 
that immediate action was 
required to be taken and 
while change may not al-
ways be comfortable it is 
essential if  we want to posi-
tion ourselves as a serious 
global contender for the 
upcoming critical tourna-
ments in 2018 including the 
Asian Games & World Cup 
and 2020 Olympic Games.”

Soler dismissed claims that Barca’s status 
as one of  the world’s leading clubs is being 
threatened by their inability or unwillingness 
to match the lavish spending of  other clubs.
“We haven’t lost any international status for 
having common sense and not putting the 
financial viability of  the club at risk.”
Barca also insist that five-time World Player 
of  the Year Lionel Messi will soon sign a 
new contract, tying him to the club until 
2021. The club announced the agreement 
of  the deal with Messi, 30, on July 5, but 
the Argentine has yet to formally put pen 
to paper.
“I want to send a message of  calm to the 
members. There is no problem,” added Soler 
over the delay.
“When the club announced an agreement it 
is validated by both parties.
“All that is lacking is the protocol.”

Colombo, Sep. 2 (IANS): High on confi-
dence after taking an unassailable 4-0 lead, 
a dominant India will look to complete 
a whitewash of  Sri Lanka when the two 
teams face off  in the fifth and final One-
day International (ODI) at the R. Prema-
dasa International Cricket Stadium here 
on Sunday.

India had earlier achieved this feat, 
thrashing Sri Lanka 5-0, at home in 2014-
15.

The visitors rode on blistering centuries 
from skipper Virat Kohli and his deputy 
Rohit Sharma to thrash Sri Lanka by 168 
runs in the fourth ODI and will once again 
bank on their batting prowess to decimate 
the hosts. Former India skipper Mahendra 
Singh Dhoni, who shared an unbeaten 
101-run stand with young gun Manish 
Pandey, is once again expected to add to 
the fireworks lower down the order against 
a toothless Lankan attack.

With the series already in their kitty, 
Kohli might opt to make a few changes 
in the playing XI and rest opener Shikhar 
Dhawan or Lokesh Rahul to accommodate 
Ajinkya Rahane, who has been warming 
the bench throughout the series. 

In the bowling department, pacers 
Jasprit Bumrah and Shardul Thakur, along 
with the young left-arm spin duo of  Kul-
deep Yadav and Axar Patel, will once again 
aim to shatter the inexperienced home bat-
ting line-up.

Sri Lanka, in a transition phase, will 
expect their young guns to give it back to the 
visitors in the final ODI if  they are to escape 
another humiliating whitewash.

Captain Lasith Malinga conceded that 
he will assess his future after the current se-
ries against India. The 34-year-old pacer has 
looked a shadow of his former self  through-
out the series. The hosts will also bank on 
the experience of  former skipper Angelo 
Mathews and Kusal Mendis, besides young 
Niroshan Dickwella, who has failed to con-
vert his promising starts in the series.

Young spinner Akila Dananjaya is also 
expected to play a key role in the bowling 
department alongside the likes of  Vishwa 
Fernando and Lakshan Sandakan.
Squads:
India: Virat Kohli (Captain), Mahendra 
Singh Dhoni (WK), Rohit Sharma, Shikhar 
Dhawan, Manish Pandey, Kuldeep Yadav, 
Shardul Thakur, Lokesh Rahul, Axar Patel, 
Jasprit Bumrah, Hardik Pandya, Ajinkya 
Rahane, Bhuvneshwar Kumar, Kedar Jad-
hav, Yuzvendra Chahal.
Sri Lanka: Lasith Malinga (Captain), 
Angelo Mathews, Lahiru Thirimanne, 
Niroshan Dickwella (WK), Milinda Siri-
wardana, Vishwa Fernando, Dilshan 
Munaweera, Malinda Pushpakumara, 
Akila Dananjaya, Kusal Mendis, Wanidu 
Hasaranga, Thisara Perera, Dhananjaya de 
Silva, Danushka Gunathilaka, Dushman-
tha Chameera, Lakshan Sandakan.

(52kg) entered the semifinals 
today. Joahnys Argilagos (49kg), 
Andy Gomez Cruz (64kg) and 
Erislandy Savon (91kg) had made 
the finals on the first day of  the 
semifinals on Friday.

Uzbekistan followed Cuba 
with four finalists, while Ka-
zakhstan had three in the sum-
mit clash. India’s campaign had 
ended on Friday with the loss 
of  Gaurav Bidhuri (56kg) in the 
semifinals. India thus signed off  
with one bronze medal.



Mexico's Jurge Damm battles for the ball with Panama's Luis Ovalle 
during their 2018 FIFA World Cup qualifier football match in Mexico 
City.

Romain Grosjean's car is lifted off the circuit following a crash during qualifying for the Italian Grand Prix 
in Monza.
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New Market FC beat 
United 16 via tie-breakerGrosjean accuses F1 of 'double 

standards' after Monza crash

Morning Championship Cup from Sept 4
Sanchez committed to 
Arsenal, says Wenger

Mexico book World Cup berth, US in jeopardy after loss

Manipur hammers Tripura 
in National football c’ship

Dhawan leaves for India 
to attend his ailing mother

Lalhruaizela shines in national racing tourney

Captain N Kenguruse Memorial 
Football League 2017

NBA star LeBron James wows 
fans in Manila exhibition game

Goal keeper V.Puro of United 16 FC (L) in action at the Kohima local ground on Saturday.
EM Images

Our Correspondent
Kohima, September 2 
(EMN): New Market FC 
narrowly defeated United 
16 FC via tie-breaker 4-2 
after playing a goalless 
draw and entered the semi-
final round of  the ongoing 
KTC Cup on Saturday.

The stubborn defen-
sive United 16 FC side 
held on a goalless draw 
against New Market for 
120 minutes. But hard luck 
for the United 16 as two 
key players failed to con-
vert the spot kick during 
the shootout and gave the 
New Market their entry 
into the semis. 

The muddy outfield 
played spoilsport as both 
teams struggled hard to 

break through the defen-
sive line. 

Despite the New Mar-
ket side dominating the 
game, the team lacked a 
scoring touch with their 
key player Chisie Nyusou 
missing out in the tourna-
ment. Chisie Nyusou was 
the highest scorer of  the 
Kohima Football League 
with 7 goals from 7 match-
es. 

During the match, 
New Market made numer-
ous efforts to find the back 
of  the net but the rival 
defenders prevented them 
from scoring any goals in 
the thrilling encounter as 
the match ended in a goal-
less draw. 

United goalkeeper V. 

Puro made a heroic save 
when Kevisalie Sechii 
fired a stunning kick in 
the first half  and was also 
kept busy throughout the 
second half  but couldn’t 
save the team during the 
penalty shootout.

Three yellow cards 
were issued to goal ie 
V.Puro, Ngulie Pochury 
of  United 16 FC and Kev-
isalie Sechii  of  New Mar-
ket FC

Er.Lhoubeizo Kisiyie, 
president, Northern An-
gami Sports Association 
(NASA) was the match 
patron of  the day.

Monday's match
3rd Quarter-Final:

Ziekezou SC vs Khrieke-
sa FC at 2 pm

Monza, Sep. 2 (AFP): Ro-
main Grosjean accused F1’s 
race controllers of  "double 
standards" for ignoring driv-
ers' warnings of the dangers 
after he crashed in Satur-
day’s rain-hit qualifying for 
the Italian Grand Prix.

The Frenchman said 
the circuit was too danger-
ous for qualifying to have 
started, adding that it was 
obvious that there was too 
much water standing on 
the Autodromo Nazionale 
circuit.

"They absolutely don't 
listen to us," said the Haas 
driver. "I just think it's not 
normal. It's double stan-
dards. They should listen to 
us in these conditions -- it 
really sucks."

Grosjean lost control of  
his car when it aquaplaned 
on the start-finish straight at 
high speed only four min-
utes into the session. He 
was unhurt and the session 
was red-flagged to a halt.

Onboard film of  his 
accident showed that his 
car appeared to aquaplane 
twice before it speared left 
into the barriers before 
bouncing back across the 
track.

"I'm going to try to be 
calm and not say anything 
I may regret, but I think we 
shouldn't have launched 
‘quali’," he told reporters.

"From the out-lap on-
wards, I complained a lot 
saying that it was too dan-
gerous. We couldn't see 
where we were.

"I don't think I was the 
only one. Clearly, crashing 
in a straight line shows that 
the car cannot take it. There 
was too much water.

"I'm disappointed that 
we started in those condi-
tions, but what can you 
do? You cannot back off. 
If  there's someone behind 
you, he's straight in the back 
of you because he can't see.

"You don't know what's 

in front. We should have 
waited."

The FIA’s official Race 
Director Charlie Whit-
ing said it was difficult to 
judge track conditions be-
cause the weather was so 
unpredictable."The weather 
seems to be swirling around 
a lot and we can't get a clear 
picture," he said. "When we 
decided to go -- after that, 
the conditions got a little 
bit worse.

"We can look into the 
reasons for Grosjean crash-
ing, but these things happen 
from time to time, unfor-

tunately, when drivers are 
pushing hard."

Grosjean added that 
a new asphalt surface on 
the straight had reduced 
its drainage capacity and 
explained why he accused 
the organisers of  double 
standards.

"When the FIA brings 
the safety -- to slow down 
a lot under double waved 
flags, the ‘halo’ coming in -- 
but launches a ‘quali’ which 
shouldn't have taken place 
or, at least, after the out-lap 
when it didn't seem that it 
was possible to run.

Dimapur, Sep. 2 (EMN): 
The second edition of  
Morning Champions Cup 
(MCC) organised by the 
Morning Football Asso-
ciation (MFA) will kick 
start from September 4 
and will continue till Octo-
ber 21, 2017 stated a press 
note. The one and half  
month long tournament 
will be played in a group 
and knockout round basis. 
MCC is held every year 
after Morning Premier 
League (MPL) where the 
relegated teams of  MPL 

cannot participate in MCC. 
Keeping the motto of  MFA 
– “Health and Friendship” 
through football, MCC is 
another such tournament 
where the players are be-
tween the age of  28 – 50. 
The main goal and focus of  
MFA is to create a platform 
through MPL and MCC 
to those over aged and re-
tired football players who 
still have the urge to kick 
the ball and also to main-
tain one's health as well as 
make new friends.

This year’s edition of  

MCC will see 12 teams in 
two groups vying for the 
cup. This tournament has 
no cash prize and is solely 
sponsored by the players. 
The venue for MCC will 
be at Seikhazou ground 
and I.G stadium. The 12 
teams are Mrh. FC (win-
ner  of  MCC, 2016), MFC, 
AFFC, PowerComm FC, 
Mrh. Sunrisers, Morung 
United FC, All Blacks, FC 
Pezielietsie, Neristian FC, 
Phoenix Rising, Gazelle 
FC and FC Football Fa-
natics.

C o i m b a t o r e,  S e p.  2 
(IANS): Mizoram's Lal-
hruaizela virtually grabbed 
the ticket to the Road to 
MotoGP in Spain by fin-
ishing second in the third 
round of the 20th JK Tyre 
FMSCI National Racing 
Championship 2017 here 
on Saturday.

The 15-year-old biker 
collected the maximum 
possible 10 points on the 
first day of the weekend to 
take his tally to 48 points, a 
full 12 points more than his 
statemate Lalnunsanga. 

The blue riband event 
of  the championship, the 
Euro JK 17, was meanwhile 
flung open with defending 
champion Anindith Reddy 
storming to the top of  the 
table.

Starting a solitary point 
behind Vishnu Prasad, Hy-
derabad's Anindith showed 
his speed and class to amass 
15 points. He took full ad-
vantage of  the reverse grid 
in Race 2, as he began on 

Pole 2, to win the race and 
the maximum possible 10 
points.

He was penalised 10 
seconds for a false start but 
that didn't affect him, as he 
had won the race by a clear 
15 seconds. In the first race 
too, he suffered the same 
fate (for overtaking during a 
yellow flag) to slip from his 
second-place finish to fifth. 
It still fetched him 5 points 
and the advantage in the 
day's last race.

Chennai's Vishnu, on 
the other hand, had a disas-
trous run: he failed to finish 
in both the races and re-
turned with no points. That 
allowed Mumbai's Nayan 
Chatterjee to creep up by 
turning in third in Race 
1. He, however, couldn't 
finish Race 2 that hurt his 
chances to move further up 
the ladder. In the Suzuki 
Gixxer Cup, Chennai's Jo-
seph Mathew continued his 
winning run, notching up 
his fifth straight victory. He 

is sitting on 50 points now, 
with the rest of  the field 
nowhere near him.

The LGB Formula 
4 proved to be the high-
light of the day, with some 
great overtakings, some 
fierce defending and even 
the safety car coming out 
twice. Kolhapur's Chittesh 
Mandody (Avalanche Rac-
ing) regained the upper 
hand winning the race in a 
spectacular way. Tied with 
Prasad (MSport) at 42 at the 
start of  the day, Mandody 
absorbed tremendous pres-
sure to ward off  the pack 
behind him.

Prasad pushed him all 
the way till the end but just 
couldn't get past him. He 
settled for the third position 
and a useful 6 points to stay 
in the hunt. Dark Don Rac-
ing's Rohit Khanna crashed 
into the party for the second 
position but with just 20 
points he has a lot of catch-
ing up to do in the remain-
ing three races.

London, Sep. 2 (IANS): 
Arsenal coach Arsene 
Wenger insisted on Sat-
urday that star forward 
Alexis Sanchez is still in-
terested in playing for the 
club despite being pre-
vented from signing for 
Manchester City on the 
last day of  the transfer 
window.

Sanchez was linked 
to Manchester City but 
Arsenal ensured that the 
move fell through at the 
last minute. 

Sanchez, who is cur-
rently playing in the World 
Cup qualifiers for Chile, 
was reportedly keen on a 
move to Manchester City. 
But Wenger insisted that 
the botched move will not 
affect the 28-year-old Chile 
international's motivation 
to perform for Arsenal.

"Your interest is al-
ways to perform and he is 
100 percent committed, I 
have no doubt about that," 

Wenger was quoted as say-
ing by Fox Sports.

Wenger also said that 
the forward will make sure 
he does not let down peo-
ple who have shown faith 
in him. 

"I spoke before about 
integrity and values and 
I always make sure my 
commitment is at the level 
expected from the people 
who pay me and have con-
fidence in me. I think the 
players' side is exactly the 
same," the French coach 
said.

"It was not very close, 
it's very difficult for me 
to speak about that be-
cause what I want now is 
the player to focus on his 
career, on his season and 
Arsenal," he added. 

Sanchez has scored 
53 goals in 104 appear-
ances for Arsenal. He also 
helped the club win the FA 
Cup twice and Communi-
ty Shield once since 2014.

Our Correspondent                           
Imphal Sep. 2 (EMN): 
Manipur defeated Tripura 
by 5-1 goals in the Sub-Ju-
nior Boys National Foot-
ball Championship 2017-
18 qualifying round for 
North East Zone played 
at Khuman Lampak on 
Saturday.

Manipur should have 
won in a higher goal mar-
gin but lack of  direction 
wasted their  chances. 
MK.Chongsu  Chothe 
scored two goals while 
skipper E.Santoshkumar 

Singh, Zlex Khangrakpam 
and M.Jetlee chipped in 
with a goal each.

The lone goal for Tri-
pura was scored by Nok-
bar Jamatia who also got 
a yellow card in the match 
and had to make a sad exit 
from the championship 
as they lost two matches 
in a row. In tomorrow’s 
match, Assam will take on 
Arunachal Pradesh.

League: IWSC Khum-
bong beat KSC Lambulane 
by a solitary goal in the 7th 
K.Karnajit Singh Memo-

rial 2nd Division Football 
League 2017 played at 
Loitang Khunou, Imphal 
West.

The winning goal for 
Khumbong was struck by 
Seityajit in the 41st minute. 
In the second match, UPC 
Pishum blanked MSC 
Malom 4-0. Umakanta 
Singh struck two goals in 
the 26th and 65th minute 
while Ningthouja fetched 
one goal in the 71st minute 
while MSC player Karan 
Singh conceded an own 
goal in 59th minute.

Colombo, Sep. 2 (PTI): In-form opener 
Shikhar Dhawan will not be a part of  In-
dia's final ODI and lone T20 international 
after he left for India to attend his ailing 
mother, the BCCI said today."Mr Dha-
wan's mother is stable and is recovering 
well at the moment," BCCI acting sec-
retary Amitabh Chaudhary was quoted 
as saying in the release. The selection 

committee has decided not to name any 
replacement as only two matches are left. 
There are already two back-up openers in 
the side in KL Rahul and Ajinkya Rah-
ane.Dhawan, who has been in prime form 
from the start of  the Champions Trophy, 
was highest run-getter in the Test series 
and also scored 132 in the opening ODI 
of  the ongoing series.

Dimapur, Sep. 2 (EMN): The Assam 
Rifles will be conducting the 3rd Edition 
of  Captain Neikezhakuo Kenguruse me-
morial Football Tournament at Kohima 
from September 13 to 21 2017 in honour 
of  the martyr and highest decorated sol-
dier from the State of  Nagaland, Captain 

N Kenguruse, MVC (Posthumous)’. This 
was stated in a press note.

Altogether 24 teams from all the dis-
tricts of  Nagaland are participating in the 
tournament. The tournament is organised 
to promote the young talents. Entry to the 
tournament will be open for all.

Manila, Sep. 2 (Reuters): Basketball 
superstar LeBron James returned to the 
Philippines to join an exhibition game on 
Saturday watched by thousands of  cheer-
ing fans, and to hold a special training 
session with local professional players.
It was the Cleveland Cavaliers forward’s 
third visit in four years.
James, who showed off  some moves for 
less than 10 minutes during the game, was 
scheduled to leave for China on Sunday 
in the second leg of  a promotional tour, a 
local sports website reported.
The four-time Most Valuable Player of  the 
National Basketball Association first vis-
ited Manila in 2013 and returned in 2015.
He was supposed to come back last year, 
but the trip was cancelled because of  what 
organisers had described as logistical chal-
lenges.

Mexico  Ci ty,  Sep.  2 
(AFP): Mexico became 
the fifth team to guarantee 
their place at the 2018 
World Cup on Friday as 
the United States crashed 
to defeat at home to Costa 
Rica to place their qualifi-
cation campaign in jeop-
ardy.

A Hir v ing  Lozano 
header on 53 minutes was 
enough to give Mexico a 
1-0 win over Panama at 
the Azteca Stadium as 
the CONCACAF heavy-
weights reached the finals 
for a seventh successive 
occasion.

Mexico join Brazil, 
Japan and Iran alongside 
hosts Russia as the teams 
to have confirmed their 
places in next year's finals.

Friday's win saw Mexi-
co go top of  the six-nation 
final qualifying round in 
CONCACAF, with 17 
points from six games.

T h e  r e s u l t  m e a n s 
they are guaranteed one 
of  the automatic World 
Cup berths awarded to the 
top three finishers in the 
group.

But while Mexico cel-

"I believe that decision 
should've been made a bit 
more differently."

He added that he was 
lucky to survive the accident 
unhurt.

"The impact wasn't 
strong, I was lucky," he 
said. "I hit the barriers and 
the move was still going 
towards the track so I was 
happy with that -- and lucky 
with that, but spinning on 
a straight is not what you 
should see in F1.

"We shouldn't have 
gone out at all, I'm pretty 
straightforward on that."

Briton Lewis Hamilton 
of  Mercedes was fastest 
ahead of  championship 
leader German Sebastian 
Vettel of  Ferrari when the 
session was stopped.

Qualifying was then sus-
pended indefinitely with 
track inspections taking 
place every 15 minutes, but 
nearly two hours later there 
was no sign of the ‘red flag 
conditions’ ending.

Torrential rain had earli-
er reduced final free practice 
to a near-farcical washout, 
Felipe Massa topping the 
times for Williams in the 16 
minutes of running permit-
ted at the end of the session.

The Brazilian was one 
of  only seven drivers to 
venture out and clock a lap 
time.

ebrated, arch-rivals the 
USA were left contem-
plating a road to Russia 
that has suddenly become 
much more uncertain fol-
lowing their 2-0 loss to 
2014 World Cup quarter-
finalists Costa Rica in Har-
rison, New Jersey.

The win left Costa Rica 
second in the standings on 
14 points, while the USA 
continue to hold on to the 
third automatic qualifying 
place with eight points 
from seven games.

The Americans howev-
er are level on eight points 

with Honduras, who host 
the US next week in what 
promises to be a tense duel 
in the Central American 
nation.

Costa Rica striker Mar-
co Urena was the hero at 
the Red Bull Arena, where 
a large contingent of  Costa 
Rica fans in the 25,000-
seat stadium made the 
fixture feel like an away tie 
for the USA.

Urena scored twice to 
give Costa Rica their first 
World Cup away win over 
the USA since 1985.

San Jose Earthquakes 

forward Urena exposed 
slack defending in the 
US back four in the 30th 
minute to fire Costa Rica 
ahead at the Red Bull 
Arena.

Urena then pounced 
on another sloppy piece of  
US defending eight min-
utes from time to complete 
a miserable night for the 
hosts.

The defeat -- the first in 
a competitive fixture since 
coach Bruce Arena took 
over last year -- leaves the 
US campaign to reach the 
2018 finals in Russia in the 
balance.

Arena must now some-
how turnaround his team's 
display for next week's 
clash with Honduras.

"We'll take a day to 
reflect on this and come up 
with a plan," Arena said. 
"But clearly walking away 
without any points tonight 
is very disappointing.

"We'll move on. This is 
how you deal in competi-
tion sports. You don't win 
every game.
- 'Not our night' -
"Tonight was not our night. 
We didn't play well, but we 

still have three games left 
in the competition. We're 
still in position to qualify 
for the World Cup."

Urena grabbed his first 
on the half  hour mark, 
when a poor clearing kick 
f rom goalkeeper  Tim 
Howard was headed back 
towards the US territory.

The US defence was 
caught out of  position and 
Urena burst through the 
middle before angling a 
low shot across Howard 
into the far corner to make 
it 1-0.

As tension mounted 
in the second half  Costa 
Rica's Real Madrid goal-
keeper Keylor Navas twice 
pulled off  superb saves 
from Christian Pulisic and 
Jozy Altidore to preserve 
the visitors lead.

With the US push-
ing forward Urena then 
grabbed his second, pun-
ishing another blunder to 
stroke home his finish past 
Howard.

In  the  day ' s  o ther 
game, Honduras grabbed a 
precious win over Trinidad 
and Tobago, downing the 
Caribbean side 2-1.


