
A photo provided by the Jalukie Town Youth Organisation indicates a section of the partly washed away 
temporary road diversion which was made due to the ongoing construction of a bridge in Jalukie.
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Min.Max. Max.Min.
aizawl 26° 21 °
agartala 32° 26°

gangtok 25° 17°

guwahati 32° 25°

imphal 27° 21°

itanagar 29° 23°

shillong 22° 19°

delhi 31° 26°

Kolkata 33° 26°

chennai 33° 27°

 Max:  Min:
KOHIMA 24° 19°
dIMAPuR 34° 25°
 RF:  RH:
KOHIMA 0mm 87%
dIMAPuR 0mm 93%
* Rainfall (RF) * Relative humidity (RH)
Temperature in State Capitals
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Cabinet reshuffle on Sunday, 
new faces to be inducted

Jalukie youth demands 
early completion of bridge 

Governor wishes on 
occasion of Id-Ul Zua

Mizoram now a power-surplus state - 3rd in northeast

Centre’s road contract in Nagaland raises questions of impropriety in Delhi and UP
A tainted BSP MLA has been given the contract for the Wokha-Merapani road in Nagaland, the terrible state of which has led to local protests

EastErn Mirror

New Delhi, Sep. 1 (PTI): The 
much-awaited reshuffle in the Modi 
cabinet will take place on Sunday in 
which about half-a- dozen ministers 
are expected to make way for sev-
eral new faces, including those from 
the BJP's allies.

Prime Minister Narendra Modi 
will undertake the third and prob-
ably last major recasting of his 
council of ministers before the next 
Lok Sabha polls in 2019 and the ex-
ercise is being seen as a balancing 
act between his thrust on merit and 
demands of realpolitik.

"A process has been set in mo-
tion for the swearing-in ceremony 
at Rashtrapati Bhavan at around 10 
am on Sunday," a top government 
official said.

While four junior ministers - 
Rajiv Pratap Rudy, Sanjiv Kumar 
Balyan, Faggan Singh Kulaste 
and Mahendra Nath Pandey - had 
resigned yesterday ahead of the 
rejig, Labour Minister Bandaru 
Dattatreya is also learnt to have re-
signed today. The party had asked 
them to quit.

Two cabinet ministers, Uma 
Bharti and Kalraj Mishra, have also 

offered to resign, said BJP sources 
amid speculations that there may be 
a few more exits.

Mishra met the prime minister 
today and offered to quit, a source 
close to him said.

Bharti, who is the water re-
sources minister, said only Shah or 
anyone on his behalf can speak on 
the issue.

"The media sought my reaction 
on reports in circulation since yes-
terday. I have said that I have not 
heard the question, will not hear 
nor will I answer it," she tweeted.

Shah had met Modi yesterday 
and the two leaders are understood 
to have finalised the changes in the 
council of ministers.

Arun Jaitley, who currently 
holds the charge of two heavy-
weight portfolios -- finance and de-
fence, may retain only one, sources 
said.

Road Transport and Highways 
Minister Nitin Gadkari, seen as one 
of the more capable ministers, can 
be given more responsibility.

Railway Minister Suresh Pra-
bhu, who had taken moral respon-
sibility for a string of train accidents 

and indicated his willingness to re-
sign, may be moved to another min-
istry, the sources said.

Other incumbents, including 
Steel Minister Birender Singh, may 
be moved to other ministries.

BJP general secretary Bhu-
pender Yadav, party's vice president 
Vinay Sahasrabuddhe, Prahlad Pa-
tel, Suresh Angadi, Satyapal Singh, 
Himanta Biswa Sarma, Anurag 
Thakur, Shobha Karandlaje, Mahe-
ish Girri and Prahlad Joshi are be-
ing talked about within the party as 
among the probable ministers.

Power Minister Piyush Goyal, 
Petroleum Minister Dharmendra 
Pradhan and Telecom Minister 
Manoj Sinha are seen among "good 
performers" in the government, a 
party leader said, adding that some 
of them can be elevated.

With the Nitish Kumar-led 
JD(U) also likely to join the govern-
ment, its leaders R C P Singh, who 
is its parliamentary party leader in 
the Rajya Sabha, and Santosh Ku-
mar are the likely picks from the 
new NDA constituent.

AIADMK leader Thambidurai 
had met Shah yesterday, and he, be-

sides party leaders P Venugopal and 
V Maitreyan, may be the likely rep-
resentatives from the Tamil Nadu 
party if  it decides to join the govern-
ment. However, the southern party 
has not confirmed it so far.

There are also talks of a greater 
representation from existing allies 
like the TDP and the Shiv Sena.

The current strength of the 
council of ministers, including the 
prime minister, is 73 and the maxi-
mum number of ministers cannot 
go beyond 81.

According to a constitutional 
amendment, the limit cannot ex-
ceed beyond 15 per cent of the total 
strength of the Lok Sabha which is 
545.

While there are some vacancies, 
a number of senior ministers are 
also holding dual portfolios.

Besides Jaitley, Harsh Vardhan, 
Smriti Irani and Narendra Singh 
Tomar are handling additional 
charges.

After assuming office in May 
2014, Modi expanded his council 
of ministers twice -- first on Novem-
ber 9 in 2014 and then on July 05 
in 2016. 

Dimapur, Sep. 1 (EMN): 
The Jalukie Town Youth 
Organisation has on Fri-
day made a strong appeal 
to the concerned depart-
ment and the contractors 
engaged with the construc-
tions of  bridges in Peren 
district to complete the 
work at the earliest citing 
'untold suffering ' faced by 
the people.

In a press release the 

youth organisation also 
stated that for "many 
months"  the people of  Per-
en district have been suffer-
ing due to slow process of  
bridges constructions, that 
are been neglected. 

The season's rains 
had also washed away the 
road diversions at bridges 
constructions sites "many 
times" stranding travellers 
some even "overnight". 

It also stated that the 
business sector was also af-
fected due to it. 

" Therefore, we the 
Jalukie Town Youth Or-
ganization fervently re-
quest the concern depart-
ment and contractors to 
finish the construction 
at the earliest as possible 
for the betterment of  the 
people," stated the press 
release. 

Dimapur, Sep. 1 (EMN):  The 
Governor of Nagaland and 
Arunachal Pradesh, PB Ach-
arya has conveyed his greetings 
to the people of Nagaland and 
Arunachal Pradesh, particu-
larly to all Muslims in both the 
States on the occasion of Id-ul 
Zuha.

In a message received from 
the Raj Bhavan, the Governor 
hoped that the sacred occa-
sion will further strengthen 
the "rich Islamic tradition of  
faith, brotherhood and devo-
tion amongst the believers and 
others".

"Id –Ul Zuha, also known 
as Bakrid is celebrated by Mus-

lims across the globe in the 
honour of  Prophet Ibrahim, 
who was even willing to sac-
rifice his son Ismail to please 
Almighty Allah. ‘This festival 
epitomizes the noble values of  
sacrifice, trust and forgiveness. 
I wish that this festival inspire 
all of  us to sacrifice our person-
al benefits in the larger interest 
of  the country as a whole, " 
stated the press release. 

He also called on all to firm-
ly resolve and build a peaceful, 
harmonious, fraternal and pro-
gressive society. ‘I wish that Al-
lah’s blessings light up the path 
of oneness and lead to happi-
ness and success’ he stated. 

Aizawl, Sep. 1 (IANS): Over two dec-
ades after it was conceptualised, the first 
unit of a 60 MW power plant in Mizo-
ram began generating electricity this week 
-- making it the third power-surplus state 
in northeastern India after Sikkim and 
Tripura.

"The first unit (30 MW) of the 60 
MW capacity Tuirial hydro-power plant 
started generation on trial basis from 
Tuesday (August 29)," North Eastern 
Electric Power Corporation (NEEPCO) 
General Manager P.K. Bora told IANS. 

"The second unit of the project would 
start generation from either October-end 
or the first week of November."

With a population of just 1.1 million, 
Mizoram's current demand of electricity 
is only 110 MW to 115 MW during peak 
hours and is being met by the state's few 
mini power projects and availability of its 
share of power from regional and central 

sector projects.
"After the full commissioning of the 

Tuirial hydro-power project, Mizoram 
would be a power-surplus state," an of-
ficial of Mizoram's power department 
said, adding that the additional power is 
likely to be supplied to the regional or na-
tional grid.

Farmers' protests, agitations, topo-
graphical hindrance and administrative 
hurdles delayed the commissioning of the 
project, the biggest in Mizoram, which 
shares a border with Myanmar (510 km) 
and Bangladesh (318 km).

Government-run NEEPCO, a "Mini 
Ratna" company under the Union Min-
istry of Power, commissioned the hydro-
power plant utilising the water of the Tu-
irial river in Kolasib district in northern 
Mizoram. "After the project was concep-
tualised in 1994, the Cabinet Committee 
on Economic Affairs cleared it on July 

7, 1998," Bora said. However, soon after 
project work started, farmers and locals 
launched a series of agitations against the 
submerging of their standing crops and 
farmland under the reservoir.

Bora, who is the project head, said 
work came to a total halt on June 9, 2004, 
due to the agitation launched by the 
"abruptly-formed Tuirial Crop Compen-
sation Claimant Association, claiming 
compensation for the standing crops in 
the riverine reserve forest".

According to the company's senior 
engineer, work resumed in 2011 after the 
Union Power Ministry, NEEPCO and 
the Mizoram government jointly negoti-
ated with the agitators.

However, the delays and consequent 
price escalation pushed up the cost of the 
project, initially pegged at Rs 369 crore, to 
Rs 1,100 crore.

Mizoram Chief Minister Lal 

Thanhawla, while addressing an official 
meeting in Aizawl earlier this week, said 
that four more mini power plants are ex-
pected to be completed during 2018-19 fi-
nancial year. He said the Detailed Project 
Report for 24 MW Tuirini hydro-power 
plant, to be taken up under the state sec-
tor, has been prepared. The project cost 
would be Rs 465 crore and it is expected 
to be completed in four-and-a-half years.

"NEEPCO has also been pursuing 
the statutory clearance of the 210 MW 
Tuivai hydro power project and con-
struction work is likely to start soon," the 
Chief Minister added. Sikkim is self-suffi-
cient at 95.70 MW while Tripura, whose 
daily need is 285 MW, is self-reliant in 
electricity. Since March last year, Tripura 
has been supplying 160 MW of power to 
Bangladesh and is ready to provide an 
additional 40 MW if the central govern-
ment permits it to do so.

New Delhi, Sep 1 (The 
Wire): The Union Minis-
try for Road Transport and 
Shipping awarded a multi-
crore contract to CS Infra-
construction Limited barely 
two months after its manag-
ing director Uma Shankar 
Singh, a Bahujan Samaj 
Party (BSP) MLA, was 

A person who won't 
read has no advantage 

over one who can't read.

Mark Twain
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disqualified by the Election 
Commission (EC) from the 
last Uttar Pradesh assembly 
for procuring that state gov-
ernment’s road contracts in 
his name.

Singh was disquali-
fied in January this year by 
governor Ram Naik at the 
direction of the EC for vio-
lating the Representation 
of People’s Act. Section 
9A of the Act states that “a 
person shall be disqualified 
if, and for so long as, there 
subsists a contract entered 
into by him in the course of  
his trade or business with 
the appropriate government 
for the supply of goods to, 
or for the execution of any 
works undertaken by, that 
government.”

Singh’s disqualification 
on these grounds was not 
only the first in UP’s politi-
cal history, but perhaps also 
across the country. This dis-
qualification drew attention 
to the oft-seen trend of state 
legislators pocketing state 
government contracts.

An MLA elected from 
Rasra in Ballia district, 
Singh, however, has been 
elected from the constitu-
ency to the present house as 
well in the 2017 assembly 
elections.

The EC order to the 
UP governor had come in 
response to a directive from 
the Allahabad high court in 
the course of hearing a peti-
tion on the issue. A lawyer, 
Subhash Chandra Singh, 
in December 2013, moved 
a petition before the UP 
Lokayukta with the com-
plaint that Singh had been 
grabbing government road 
projects as a contractor 
even after being elected as 
an MLA.

As per media reports, 
then lokayukta N.K. Me-
hrotra not only found Singh 
guilty, but also another 

MLA, Bajrang Bahadur 
Singh of the BJP represent-
ing the Pharenda assembly 
constituency in the state’s 
Maharajganj district, in a 
similar violation of the Act.

By then, Singh merged 
his company, Chhatrashak-
ti Construction, with CS 
Infra, a partnership firm 
he floated in 2002 and of  
which he was the “manag-
ing partner”. The lokay-
ukta, however, pointed out 
that though the informa-
tion about the merger was 
submitted to the state pub-
lic works department, the 
same company continued 
to carry out road projects 
and bag new contracts. He 
referred to road construc-
tion work by the company 
in Ballia, Mirzapur, Alla-
habad and Sonbhadra – all 
UP state highways author-
ity projects. 

The BSP leader, in re-
sponse to the controversy, 
changed his designation 
in CS Infra from “manag-
ing partner” to “managing 
director”, and continued 
business as usual. However, 
the company logo of CS In-
fra mentions Chhatrashakti 
Construction and its web-
site also speaks of Singh’s 
“able direction” in the com-
pany.

A proof of business as 
usual for Singh’s firm came 
on March 31, 2017, when 
the National Highways 
and Infrastructure Develop-
ment Corporation Limited 
(NHIDCL), a company 
fully owned by the Minis-
try of Road Transport and 
Highways, awarded it a 
multi-crore contract.

The contract is for “Re-
habilitation and upgadation 
of (the) Wokha-Merapani 
Road” in Nagaland.

NHIDCL’s decision 
may likely fit the techni-
cal requirements under the 

Act (such as issuance of  
the contract not in Singh’s 
name but in some company 
official’s name; that there 
may be a loophole as he is 
a state legislator and it is a 
central government con-
tract) but it certainly raises 
the question of moral pro-
priety, considering Singh 
continues to be directly as-
sociated with the company 
while being a legislator, for 
which he was indicted by a 
constitutional body.

Also, it is yet to be sort-
ed out whether the salary 
and the perks enjoyed by 
him as an MLA have to be 
returned as the EC disquali-
fied him with retrospective 
effect. That he continued 
to bag state highways au-
thority contracts in spite of  
a pending order by the EC 
most likely brings it to the 
realm of legal impropriety 
too.

Speaking to The Wire, 
NHIDCL chairman and 
director (financial and ad-
ministration) Sanjay Jaju 
argued, “We go by the in-
formation provided by the 
company while they bid 
for a contract. We follow 
the rules set for RST (retail 
sales tax); we don’t see who 
owns the company, wheth-
er it is by an MLA or MP, 
etc. The credentials of this 
company made it eligible 
for the contract.”

Jaju, however, added, 
“If someone raises objec-
tion to it (in regard to the 
EC order), we will then 
proceed accordingly.”

None of the ten road 
widening and strengthen-
ing projects mentioned on 
the website of CS Infra, 
are, however, outside of  
UP, let alone in the north-
east, prone to heavy rainfall 
and landslides. The Wok-
ha-Merapani road is par-
ticularly known for annual 

landslides.
The Wire contacted 

Singh for his response, but 
he did not reply.

NHIDCL, according to 
its contract approval letter 
signed by Adil Singh, gen-
eral manager (technical) at 
NHIDCL, a copy of which 
is with The Wire, awarded 
the contract to CS Infra 
for Rs 47,56,90,000, stat-
ing that “the construction 
period (for the said road) is 
one year (12 months) from 
the appointed date.”

However, instead of  
starting work on its own, 
CS Infra sub-contracted the 
NHIDCL project to a lo-
cal company named Naga 
Construction.

In a letter dated April 
20, 2017, a copy of which 
is with The Wire, Ravitosh 
Asthana, vice president 
(commercial) of CS Infra, 
informed Naga Construc-
tion of the allotment of the 
sub-contract for “rehabili-
tation and upgradation of  
Wokha-Merapani Road” 
and entering into a legal 
framework.

Naga Construction 
owner Hukiye N. Tissica is 
also a politician. He lost the 
2013 assembly polls from 
Aghunato constituency 
in Zunheboto district as a 
Congress candidate, and 
has recently jumped ship to 
join the BJP, a partner in the 
ruling Democratic Alliance 
of Nagaland government.

However, work is yet to 
begin on the project, even 
though the Nagaland public 
works department handed 
over the road to NHIDCL 
a month ago (a copy of the 
handing over letter is with 
The Wire). The delay has 
led to rising public anger as 
the condition of the road 
– already in shambles due 
to heavy landslides – has 
further deteriorated, hugely 

hampering day-to-day trav-
el.

The Wokha-Merapani 
road is a lifeline for people 
living in that part of Na-
galand, as it is the shortest 
route for communication to 
Golaghat town in Assam 
and thereby to the rest of  
India. The inter-state road 
is the sole link for the sup-
ply of essential goods not 
only to Wokha town, the 
third largest in the state af-
ter Kohima and Dimapur 
which is about 73 km from 
Golaghat, but also to sev-
eral remote villages in the 
region.

The road also connects 
that part of Nagaland to 
the nearest railway junc-
tion, Furkating, in Assam’s 
Golaghat district. Among 
other long-distance trains, 
Furkating is the designated 
station for the Rajdhani 
train from Dibrugarh in up-
per Assam to New Delhi. 

“The road has deterio-
rated over the years. Every 
year, it is further damaged 
by landslides triggered by 
the rains. Last year, the 
road closed for more than 
two weeks due to land-
slides, hampering day to 
day life and connectivity. 
The public was happy when 
the road was taken up by 
the NHIDCL for widening 
and upgradation,” said Na-
galand geology, mines and 
border affairs minister M. 
Kikon.

However, angry at the 
state government’s silence 
over the “hue and cry of  
the public” affected by the 
road, the district All Com-
mercial Vehicle Association 
(ACVA) went on a “goods 
carrier bandh” from August 
5-16.

On August 18, in a let-
ter to Kikon, BJP MLA 
from Bhandari constituen-
cy through which the road 

passes, ACVA demanded 
“immediate execution 
of the road construction 
work.”

Interestingly, the letter, 
written by ACVA president 
Y. Bankathing Lotha, also 
mentioned that in the last 
few years, ACVA “spent 
more than 15 lakh rupees 
voluntarily” to repair the 
road as it is vital for essen-
tial supplies to the area and 
their business. 

Various civil society 
bodies, who also supported 
the ACVA bandh, have de-
cided to lift it after an assur-
ance from the state minister 
that the issue will be looked 
into immediately. Kikon 
told The Wire that follow-
ing the bandh, the state gov-
ernment “did some repair 
work on the road.”

When asked about the 
delay in starting the project 
even though the sub-con-
tract was signed in April, 
Naga Construction propri-
etor Hukiye told this corre-
spondent from Dimapur, “I 
have not been able to begin 
work because I am unable 
to furnish the huge amount 
that CS Infra has asked me 
to give it as bank guaran-
tee.”

He said, “While usu-
ally, only 5% of the total 
amount of the contract is 
asked to be furnished as 
bank guarantee, CS Infra 
has asked me to pay about 
Rs 4.5 crore, which no bank 
is willing to give me for the 
project.”

Interestingly, the total 
amount of bank guarantee 
and performance security 
sought by NHIDCL from 
CS Infra is also a similar 
amount. The NHIDCL let-
ter to CS Infra said, “Fur-
ther, as per RFP (request 
for proposal) documents, 
the contractor for due and 
faithful performance of its 

obligations during the con-
struction period shall fur-
nish a performance security 
by way of irrevocable and 
unconditional bank guaran-
tee of Rs 2 crore thirty nine 
lakh fifty two thousand and 
eight hundred only within 
10 days from the date of  
signing of the contract 
agreement…the contractor 
shall along with perform-
ance security provide to the 
Authority an irrevocable 
and unconditional guaran-
tee of Rs 2 crore eleven lakh 
and 200 hundred only.”

The NHIDCL formally 
signed the contract with CS 
Infra on April 13, 2017.

Hukiye said, “I have in-
formed C S Infra about my 
decision to get out of the 
sub-contract for the inabil-
ity to furnish such a huge 
bank guarantee, I have not 
heard since. So I am con-
sidering myself  out of the 
contract now. Also, I have 
heard that someone else is 
being contacted in Naga-
land by CS Infra to do the 
job for it.”

Attempts by The Wire 
to reach CS Infra officials in 
this regard failed.

On August 17, in re-
sponse to a tweet on the 
delay in starting the road 
project by minister Kikon, 
Jaju replied, “They are 
ready and would start 
works once we get the dry 
spell!!”

Jaju termed “the rains” 
as the reason for the delay 
when talking to The Wire 
as well.

“Now the expected 
date of starting work on 
the project is September. 
We have also changed the 
earlier appointed date in 
the contract from April to 
September. The project will 
have to be completed in a 
year from the appointed 
date,” he said.
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IMPORTANT NUMBERS
Women Helpline: 181

DimApUR (STD CoDe: 03862)
Bethesda Ambulance Service                 9615053217, 9615520007
CIHSR 242555, 242533
Police Control Room 7085055050
Dimapur District Hospital 232224
Diphupar PS 7085055032
East PS 7085055030
Faith Hospital 248912, 9436004220
Fire Station (Chumu) 282777
Fire Station (Dimapur) 7085378850, 232201
GRPS 7085055031
Medziphema PS 7085055033
MH (Metro) Hospital 227930/231081
Mobile Unit Commander 7085055046
Nikos Hospital 248285, 232032
Niuland PS 7085088035
Sub-Urban PS 7085055036
Traffic Control -1 7085088038
Traffic Control -2 7085088039
West PS 7085055034
Women Cell 7085055037
Zion Hospital 231864, 224117, 227337

KoHimA (STD Code: 0370)
Bethel Nursing Home 2224202
Chiephobozou PS
Officer-in-Charge

8575045506
8575045516

Childline Kohima 1098
Chiephobozou PS
Officer-in-Charge

8575045506
8575045516

Fire Stations 2222952
IRCS Ambulance Service 2244350
Kezocha PS
Officer-in-Charge

8575045549
8575045538

Khuzama PS
Officer-in-Charge

8575045505
8575045515

NHAK 2222916
North PS
Officer-in-Charge

2222222, 8575045501
8575045510

Oking Hospital 2290080, 2290146
Police Control Room 100/2244279, 8575045500
South PS
Officer-in-Charge

2222111, 8575045502
8575045520

Tseminyu PS
Officer-in-Charge

8575045507
8575045517

Zubza PS
Officer-in-Charge

8575045508
8575045518

moKoKCHUnG (STD Code: 0369)
Chopper Service 8974151974/ 9615776811
Christian Hospital, Impur 2262214
Dr. Imkongliba Hospital 2226216/2226394
Faith Hospital Ambulance 9436004220, 9856051827
Fire Station 2226225
Hope Ambulance Service 8415827895/9856277674
Hotel Metsuben 8014587442/ 2226373
IRCS Ambulance Service 09402993002
Lifeline Ambulance 9436439707/ 9862447893
Mokokchung PS 1 2226241
Power House 2226221/2226293
Sewak Gate PS 2 2226213
Traffic Control 9485232691
Tuli Police Station 9485232693
Women Cell 9485232692
Woodland Nursing Home 2226263

Bankim Phonglo being feliciated by Dimabang Halali Hosom during its foundation day on Friday.

President of AASASRD N Jacob Yanthan, NU Vice Chancellor Prof. P Lal, Pro Vice Chancellor of SASRD Prof. Lanusosang and others during the 
handing over programme at SASRD conference hall on Thursday.

Garo Students’ Union Nagaland Zone with the newly formed union members during the formation meet 
at Indisen village, Dimapur.

KMC directs pigsty, poultry owners 
to maintain cleanliness
The Kohima Municipal Council (KMC) in a notice stated 
that unhygienic rearing and maintenance of pigsty and 
back yard poultry farms are creating nuisance/menace 
to the nearby localities in most of the wards/colonies 
under the jurisdiction of KMC. Therefore, KMC has 
directed all concern to maintain cleanliness in an 
around their pigsty and poultry sheds with immediate 
effect. The panchayats have also been requested to 
inspect, streamline and report to the Administrator 
of KMC for necessary action to be taken against the 
defaulters as per the law.

Orientation prog for TOTs (EBRC)
Principal Director, A Saran GI has notified to all 
concerned DEO/DDEO/SDEO to inform all TOTs (EBRC) 
of 11 districts to attend the orientation programme 
on ‘learning outcomes’ which is being organized by 
SCERT from September 6-8 for Dimapur, Kiphire, 
Kohima, Peren, Phek, and Wokha and from September 
12-14 for Longleng, Mokokchung, Mon, Tuensang 
and Zunheboto. The programme will be held in the 
Conference Hall, SCERT, Kohima at 9:30 a.m.

Dimapur common Teachers’ Day 
celebration
District Education Officer (DEO), Dimapur has 
informed both the government and private schools 
under Dimapur district that there will be a common 
Teachers Day celebration on September 5, 2 p.m. at 
Covenant Hall of Christian Higher Secondary School 
Dimapur. Deputy Commissioner Dimapur, Kesonyu 
Yhome will grace the programme as chief guest. All the 
schools have been asked to participate with at least 10 
students each.

Free eye screening camp 
Lions Club of Dimapur in association with Jorhat Lions 
Eye Hospital will be organising a free eye screening 
camp, IOL Surgery (Cataract) on September 16 and 17 
from 8 a.m. onwards at Lions Health Centre, Midland, 
PWD Road, Dimapur. The medical team will be coming 
from Jorhat Lions Eye Hospital. Patients will be 
provided with free medicines and advices. The surgery 
will be conducted at Jorhat Lions Eye Hospital and will 
be sponsored by Lions Club of Dimapur. Patients are 
requested to register themselves. Forms are available 
at Lions Health Centre, Midland (9862828240), 
Inder Automobiles, Circular Road (9774012458) and 
Mahabir Printing Press, G.S. Road (9436007399). 

KDVA to observe foundation day
The 12th Kohima District Volleyball Association (KDVA) 
will be observing its foundation day on Septemeber 
3, 1 p.m. at Kisama. All the members have been 
requested to attend the programme.

CVO Dmr. informs SPCAs members
Chief Veterinary Officer & Secretary SPCAs, Dr.Temsu 
Ozukum has informed all the officials and members of 
SPCAs Dimapur district that the 2nd General Meeting 
of SPCAs Dimapur will be held on September 7, 
1p.m at the Deputy Commissioner’s Conference Hall 
Dimapur. 

Tuensang DPDB monthly meeting
The Tuensang District Planning & Development 
Board (DPDB) monthly meeting has been convened 
on September 6, 11 a.m. at Deputy Commissioner 
Conference Hall. All DPDB members have been 
requested to attend the meeting positively.

NEwS IN BRIEf

NSCA endorses public rally 
7-point resolution

UGC notifies on special scholarship scheme for NE

ANHTU adopts 3-point resolution

NPF extends 
Mongmong greetings 

SASRD alumni constructs guest house for Alma Mater

NAPO appeals political parties

Commissioner Taxes notifies on GSTR-3B

Garo Students’ Union Dmr unit formed

Speeches were also de-
livered by Jiten Maibang-
sa, president of  Dimasa 
Khunang Hosom (Dimasa 
GB Union); Debojit Na-
ben, president of  Lairidim 
Mel; Thangnodao Naid-
ing, joint sectary of  Di-
masa Public organisation; 
Moromi Hojai, president 
of  Dimasa Women Wel-
fare Society; and Ditush 
Naben president, Dimasa 
Student Union.

The programme was 
chaired by Bhabendra 
Longmailai, president of  
DHH, Lemsen Hojai in-
voked God’s blessing while 
general secretary DHH, 
P.Monuhar Thaosen de-
livered keynote address 
and vote of  thanks was 
proposed by Anup Naben. 
Special number was pre-
sented by Joyphen Khersa.

Tokheho to grace Teacher’s Day celebration
Dimapur, Sep 1 (EMN): 
The Minister for School 
Education & Parliamen-
tary Affairs,  Tokheho 
Yepthomi, will be gracing 
the State Level Teachers’ 
Day celebration as chief  
guest, on September 5, 10 
a.m. at NBCC Conven-
tion Centre (Kiju Kharu), 
Kohima. The programme 
is being organised by the 
Department of  School 
Education.

Principal Secretary, 
FP Solo will preside the 
celebration function, and 
Principal Director, Smita 
Sarangi, will deliver the 
welcome address. 

O t h e r  h i g h l i g h t s 
of  the programme in-
cludes presentation of  
special song by students 
of  Rüzhükhrie Govern-
ment Higher Secondary 
School, address by the 
guest speaker, Advisor 

ANPSA Phe luopfe l i e 
Kesiezie, presentation of  
the life sketch of  Lt. Dr. 
S. Radhakhrishnan by 
students of  Chandmari 
Higher Secondary School, 
honouring of  teachers by 
students of  Minister’s 
Hill Baptist Higher Sec-
ondary School, special 
presentation by students 
of  Little Flower, Higher 
Secondary School and 
presentation of  awards.

Dimapur, Sep 1 (EMN): 
The Nagaland Senior 
Cit izens  Associat ion 
(NSCA) in its emergency 
meeting held on August 
31, inter-alia considered 
and discussed about the 
7-point resolution adopt-
ed on August 25 during 
the Naga people’s rally 

in Dimapur. 
NSCA president, Dr. 

S.Imkong Tushi Ao  and 
general secretary S Ghu-
nakha Swu, in a press 
release stated that af-
ter serious deliberation, 
the NSCA has firmly 
resolved to appreciate 
and support the 7-point 

resolution.
Further, NSCA ap-

pealed to all stakeholders 
to honour the demand 
made as it is important as 
the act of  Magna Carta, 
1215 and the Sepoy Mu-
tiny, 1857 to unleash jus-
tice and progress for the 
people.

Dimapur, Sep 1 (EMN): 
The Alumni Association 
SASRD (AASASRD) has 
constructed a guest house 
for Alma Mater, SASRD, 
Nagaland Univers i ty, 
Medziphema campus.

The press release in-
formed that the building 

was construction with the 
donations and contribu-
tions from its members.

The building was of-
ficially handed over to the 
university on August 31 
by president of  AASAS-
RD, Joint Director of  
Agriculture department, 

N Jacob Yanthan, to the 
NU Registrar, Prof. M. 
K. Sinha, in the presence 
NU Vice Chancellor Prof. 
P Lal; Pro Vice Chancel-
lor of  SASRD, Prof. La-
nusosang; senior faculty 
members and AASASRD 
members at SASRD Con-

ference Hall.
The release also men-

tioned that AASASRD is a 
close knit community with 
members spanning from 
the late ‘70s and celebrate 
SASRD foundation day 
hosted by different batches 
every year in October. 

Dimapur, Sep 1 (EMN): The Northem Angami Public 
Organisation (NAPO) reiterating its earlier call for peace 
and tranquility among its people, once again appealed 
both the 10th Northern Angami-1 NPF youth wing and 
Rio led NPF to exercise outmost restrain so that peace 
and harmony may be maintained in the society. 

In a release issued by NAPO general secretary, Hel-
ievio Solo, reminded the party cadres to stop serving 
ultimatum or blaming certain individuals as it will jeop-
ardise the peaceful atmosphere of  the community.

Further, the NAPO appealed to all political parties to 
refrain from cheap political games by intimidating area 
or colony leaders as leaders are working only for the 
welfare of  the public.

Dimapur, Sep 1 (EMN): 
All Government Hindi 
Teachers Union (ANHTU) 
in its meeting held on Au-
gust 26, resolved that all 
government Hindi teach-
ers bio-data along with 
educational qualification 

documents should be sub-
mitted to the concerned 
unit president on or before 
September 14. 

The house also in-
formed matriculate diplo-
ma holders-Veshes Gahan, 
Praveen, Parangat and 

Nishanat from Central 
Institute Hindi Agra to 
submit their admit card, 
marksheet and pass cer-
tificate. 

The meeting also re-
solved that all Hindi in-
stitute both government 

and private will sell Hindi 
Diwas badge only on Sep-
tember 8, with the permis-
sion of  concerned District 
Deputy Commissioner. 

All union members are 
to strictly follow meeting 
minutes.

Dimapur, Sep 1 (EMN): 
In exercise of  the powers 
conferred by sub-rule (5) 
of  rule 61 of  the Naga-
land Goods and Services 
Tax Rules, 2017, read with 
section- 168 of  the Naga-
land Goods and Services 
Act, 2017 (4 of  2017), the 
Commissioner of  taxes, on 
recommendations of  the 

Dimapur, Sep 1 (EMN): 
The President of  the Naga 
People’s Front (NPF), 
Central Hq and MLA, Dr. 
Shurhozelie Liezietsu, on 
behalf  of  the rank and file 
of  the party wished the 
Sangtam Naga brethren 
a very joyous Mongmong 
festival.

“Just as the traditional 
premier festival of  the 
Sangtam Nagas exempli-
fies togetherness of  the 
community by way of  
sharing special food items, 
clearing of  village areas, 
planting of  tree branches 
and hanging nettle leaves 
on the walls to ward of  
diseases and evil spirit,” 
said Liezietsu.

“Dr. Liezietsu wished 
that the festival should be 
the endeavour to strength-
en the bond of  filial rela-
tionship amongst various 
communities, participate 
in nation-wide movement 
for cleanliness at all levels, 
and to ward off  diseases 
to ensure health for all,” 
the release added.

The president opined 
that observing traditional 
practices such as Mong-
mong festival in the right 
spirit shall bind the Nagas 
to our roots. He also ex-
pressed hope that Mong-
mong 2017 could bring 
Naga communities closer 
to each other.

Dimapur, Sep 1 (EMN): The Garo Stu-
dents’ Union Nagaland Zone held a meet-
ing at the residence of  Imsusenla Marak, 
Indisen village Dimapur on August 30, with 
all the Garo students and youths residing at 
Dimapur town area for formation and selec-
tion of office bearers for its unit. 

The newly formed unit called Garo 
Students’ Union Dimapur Town Unit will 
function under the supervision and guid-
ance of  Garo Students’ Union Nagaland 
Zone (Central Committee) as a constituent 

body and will be headed by Imsusenla Ma-
rak as president, Serna Sangma as general 
secretary and Ezekial Sangma as treasurer. 

During the meeting, president of  
GSUNZ,  Cliff  Sangma, encouraged the 
Garo youths to be hard working and re-
sponsible in achieving their goal. He also 
urged them to do away with corruption and 
anti-social activities. Further, he congratu-
lated the Garo Students’ Union Dimapur 
Town Unit on its formation and advised 
them to work united. 

Idd-Ul-Zuha greetings
DDCF: The Dimapur District Citizens forum 
(DDCF) has extended Idd-Uz-Zuha greetings to Mus-
lim brothers and sisters of  Nagaland.

President DDCF, Joseph Lemtur expressed hope 
that the festival of  sacrifice and prayer would bring a 
new era of  peace and tranquillity among the different 
sections of  people living in Nagaland.
BJP Minority Morcha: The BJP Minority Morcha 
has conveyed warm greetings to the people of  Naga-
land especially the Muslim community. The morcha 
president, Mukibur Rahman said the festival is cel-
ebrated to remember the supreme sacrifice of  Prophet 
Ibrahim for the sake of  mankind and allegiance of  
human being to God
MCD: On the occasion of  Idd-uz-Zuha, the greatest 
festival of  the Muslim, the Muslim Council Dimapur 
(MCD) wished Idd Mubarak to all citizens of  Naga-
land. On behalf  of  the council, secretary Tapadar, , 
while extending Idd greetings also prays to Almighty 
Allah to extend his blessing upon all mankind so that 
we can all live in peace and harmony. MCD requested 
all Muslims to attend Idd prayers at 7: 45 a.m. at Di-
mapur Iddgah and also to maintain discipline and not 
to disturb the traffic movement.

Dimapur, Sep 1 (EMN): The Uni-
versity Grants Commission, Min-
istry of  Human Resource Develop-
ment Secretary, P.K.Thakur in the 
notification informed all concerned 
that the ‘Ishan Uday,’ a special 
scholarship for North Eastern re-
gion students has been boarded on 

National Scholarship Portal (http://
scholarships.gov.in/).

He also informed that the proc-
ess of  online application has com-
menced for the current academic 
year and forms are required to be 
verified so as to make the students 
eligible for scholarship.

University/institute/college is 
informed to ensure that verification 
process may be completed on prior-
ity, so that they are not deprived 
of  their eligibility of  the award of  
scholarship for want of  verification. 
The fresh application will be open till 
October 31.

WEAThER fORECAST in OThER DiSTRiCTS 
Max Min DP Rh Rf

WOKhA 20.8 18.2 19.6 98 49.8
ZBT 23.7 16.1 19.1 81 8
MOn 30 22.4 22.5 90 43
TuEnSAnG 23 19.4 19 83 4.1
MKG 27 24.2 21.2 79 9.4
PhEK 25 19.8 20.5 95 4.6
KiPhiRE 24.5 20 21.7 95 8
SEChÜ ZuBZA 26 20 22 88 7.6
TSEMinYu 25.4 19.8 23.2 97 24.2
JALuKiE 25 12 23.6 92 5
MAnGKOLEMBA 28.6 24 25.2 97 8
*Dew Point (DP) *Relative Humidity (RH) * Rainfall (RF)
Source: Department of Soil & Water Conservation, nagaland 

the talented youth of  the 
community in different 
field and assist them in 

pursuing their career by 
contributing individually 
or groups in the form of  

scholarship. He further 
assured to help the society 
in future.

Dimapur, Sep 1 (EMN): 
Dimabang Halali Hosom 
(society), Dimapur ob-
served its 4th Foundation 
Day on Friday Agust 31 at 
Kachari Community Hall, 
Bamunpukhuri-I village in 
Dimapur.

Area Manager FCI Na-
galand, Bankim Phonglo, 
who graced the occasion 
as chief  guest, urged the 
DHH members to have 
self  confident and pursue 
determinedly on the ob-
jectives for social uplift. 
Pointing out the rich in 
culture and tradition of  
Dimasa community, he 
said the rich and colourful 
attires are the examples of  
intellectual knowledge of  
the Dimasas, which needs 
to be conserved.

He also suggested to 
the members to identify 

Council, has notified that 
the return for the month 
as specified in column (2) 
of  the table below shall be 
furnished in form GSTR-

3B electronically through 
the common portal before 
the dates as specified in the 
corresponding entry in col-
umn (3) of  the said table.

SI No. Month Date for filing of GSTR-3B
1 July, 2017 20th August, 2017
2 August, 2017 20th September, 2017

The notification shall come into force with effect from 
August 8.



3
EastErn Mirror  |  Dimapur, Saturday, September 2, 2017

C
M

YK

Recipients of the Kohima District Teachers’ Award seen with the department officials after the award ceremony on September 1.
EM Images

Excise officials and Liquor and Drug Destruction Board members at the destruction of confiscated articles 
in Dimapur on September 1.

Assorted liquor seized by the Mokokchung Special Operation Team on 
August 30.

Neiba Kronu with the new DG (BRO) Lt. Gen. SK Shrivastava in New 
Delhi on September 1.

Parliamentary Secretary of Land Resources & Excise, BS Nganlang, with other dignitaries, NGO representatives 
and public leaders after unveiling the monolith of Bautung Phom in Longleng Town on August 29.

State

Phom community observes Bautung’s death anniversary 

BRO to begin works after monsoon

ENEUU objects appointment of outsiders

AR nabs NSCN (IM) worker 

Excise ranks 3rd in revenue earning

SOT seizes Longkhim bound IMFL

ANPWDFWA threatens strike

Kohima honours teachers with award 

DP-181

Our Correspondent
Kohima, Sep 1 (EMN): 
Honouring the teaching 
community for their dedi-
cated services in shoulder-
ing the responsibility of  
moulding the young minds, 
ten teachers from Kohima 
district from both govern-
ment and private schools 
were awarded with the 
Kohima District Teachers’ 
Award.

The award ceremony, 
held at Deputy Commis-
sioner’s conference hall this 
morning, was graced by 
Director (HS) of  School 
Education, Wonthungo Tso-
poe, as the guest of honour. 
The programme was organ-
ised by the Deputy District 
Education Officer, Kohima, 
(DDEO).

On questions being 
raised by some teachers in 
the past about the selec-
tion of the teacher’s award, 
Wonthungo clarified that the 
department has been very 

transparent in the selection 
process based on not only 
the teacher’s performance 
inside the classroom but 
activities outside the schools 
too. 

He, however, admitted 
that the department has so 
far not been able to evalu-
ate the performances of the 
teachers’ awardees in the 
district, state and national 
level. He said the depart-
ment has been contemplat-
ing to organise a workshop 
in the current year for all the 
awardees for an interaction 
and assessment of  the per-
formance and activities of  
the awardees.

While acknowledging 
the concept of  communiti-
sation of schools as ‘unique 
and beautiful,’ Tsopoe 
frankly admitted that the 
concept has not come up 
to the expected level stating 
that ‘somehow somewhere 
something has gone wrong.’

Nevertheless, he said 

the department is trying to 
rectify the problem areas and 
improve the communitisa-
tion which can also check 
the absenteeism and proxy 
teachers with the help and 
support of  the community 
who have been empowered 
to look into the education 
sector.

Quoting John Dewey 
who said, ‘education is not 
a preparation for life but 
education is life,’ Tsopoe 
asserted that there is no 
greater profession on earth 
than teaching as teachers 
deal with the lives of  the 
young people by shaping 
and moulding to be become 
responsible citizens.

He observed with pain 
where some teachers waste 
their time in wishful think-
ing besides absenteeism and 
proxy teaching. Tsopoe also 
admitted that the biggest 
challenge faced by the de-
partment is the negative 
projection of the department 

in the media due to all the 
wrong reasons and because 
of  some few teachers who 
failed to perform their duty.

While stating that it is 
trying its best to do away 
with anomalies, Tsopoe as-
serted that the priority and 
quality of education should 
come from the teachers and 
not from the directorate. 
The hall mark of education 
system being the teacher’s 
‘commitment, dedication, 
sincerity and integrity,’ he 
said only then the education 
system will improve.

Educationist and retired 
Joint Director of  School 
Education, Phutoli L Jamir 
also spoke on the occasion, 
while students of  G Rio 
Higher Secondary School, 
Kohima, presented a special 
number.

Congratulating the 
teachers whom he referred 
to as ‘Ambassadors of  the 
department,’ Tsopoe urged 
them to put in more effort 

by rededicating themselves 
‘so that we all can make a 
better place, society, state 
and nation.’

ADC Kohima,  TL 
Kiusumong Tikhir, has ap-
preciated the teachers who 
have taken the extra miles to 
reach out and guide the stu-
dents beyond the classroom 
by making benchmark con-
tributions to the society.

Calling them as ‘counsel-
lor, healer, caretaker, friend, 
guide and philosopher,’ 
Tikhri said teachers have 
been given huge respon-
sibility to teach the ‘ques-
tions and facts of  life’ to 
the students, which cannot 
be found, learn or taught 
from the present advanced 
technologies.

He also encouraged 
the teachers to equipped 
themselves with the evolv-
ing times and fill the gaps by 
adopting holistic method of  
teaching and assuming the 
role of friendship with their 
students.

Citation and cash awards 
were given to Tiawapang 
(PGT) of Rüzhükhrie Gov-
ernment Higher Secondary 
School, Kohima; Naoghon-
hjemla Ongphang (PGT) 
of  GHSS, Tseminyu; Raj 
Narayan Pan (Senior PGT) 
of GHS, Nerhema; Khrielie 
Paphino (PT) of GMS, Pfu-
cham; Kekhrüvi Kikhi (PT) 
of GMS K Khel, Viswema; 
Mary Tep (GT) of  GMS, 
Tseophenyu; Niwalo Kath 
(PT) of  GHS, Kandinu; 
James Asosu (AT) of Holy 
Family School; N Abemo 
Humtsoe (PGT) of  G Rio 
HSS; and Naorem Sharat 
Singh (AT) of  Azedon 
School, Kohima.

Staff Reporter 
Dimapur, Sep 1 (EMN): Excise Depart-
ment today claimed as the third top rev-
enue generating departments in the State. 
The revenues were deposited to the State 
exchequer through fines collected for viola-
tion of  NTLP Act.

The department had recently deposited 
Rs 4,97,000 revenue through fines made 
during the period from November 15, 
2016, to August 24, 2017, by confiscating 
20,813 bottles of  IMFL including 14, 118 
bottles of  beer, 175 litres of  country liquor, 
2301 bottles of  vodka, breezer to name a 
few in 497 detected number of  cases. The 
market value of the seized articles amounts 
to Rs 50, 92, 830. 

This report was made available by the 
Superintendent of  Excise and Prohibi-
tion, Mobile Squad (MS), Dimapur, Ka-
toho Sumi at a destruction programme of  

seized liquor and drugs on Friday held at 
the Directorate of  Excise and Prohibition, 
Dimapur.    

Besides the liquor, between the period 
of  September 19, 2015, to August 14, 
2017, the department confiscated 7611 
capsules of  Spasmo Proxyvon, 75 tablets 
of  Becalm, 108 tablets of  Pyvon Spas, 
351 tablets of  Nitrosun and 235 bottles of  
cough syrup. 

Commissioner of  Excise and Prohibi-
tion, Tarep Imchen, said many people 
do not realise the complex situation the 
department is working under extensive 
circumstances. Despite pressure from vari-
ous factors under which the department 
is working, Imchen lauded the Excise 
personnel for executing commendable 
work. Imchen also maintained that Excise 
department is the third highest revenue 
generating establishments in the State.

reminded the new DG 
(BRO) to start the works 
at the earliest, while the 

DG (BRO) assured him 
to start the works after the 
monsoon.

bound for Longkhim town 
in Tuensang district.

In this connection, the 
drivers of  the two vehicles 
namely Thonghyu (55), 
son of  Ongtu of  Angang-

ba village, and Khingkho 
(56), son of  Ranglongsu of  
Sangsomong village, were 
arrested and  booked un-
der  PS /C II/2017/US44 
NLTP act.

Our correspondent 
M o k o k c h u n g,  S e p  1 
(EMN): A Special Op-
eration Team (SOT) dur-
ing the routine frisking on 
National Highway No. 
2 seized more than 414 
bottles of  assorted IMFL 
from two Longkhim bound 
vehicles near Aret village 
junction under Longkhum 
village jurisdiction.

A c c o r d i n g  t o  I m -
kongtoshi Jamir, Officer-
in- Charge, Mokokchung 
PS-II, on August 31 at 
around 3 p.m., the SOT 
personnel intercepted two 
white Maruti Gypsy bear-
ing Registration No. NL03-
1495 and NL01H-3887 and 
recovered 414 bottles of  
Mc Dowell rum and four 
cases of  beer from the two 
vehicle.

Upon interrogation, it 
was learned that the two 
IMFL laden vehicles were 

Disaster affected Jalukieram villagers seek govt’s aid
Dimapur, Sep 1 (EMN): 
Jalukieram Village Coun-
cil (JVC) has sought the 
government to extend any 
possible help through nat-
ural calamities/ disasters 
scheme for the unprece-
dented destruction caused 

to the standing crops and 
soil erosion due to recent 
incessant rain and flood.

The council chairman, 
Samdineu,  mentioned 
that during this summer 
starting from July to Au-
gust, incessant rains had 

affected the farmers who 
mainly depend on agri-
culture for their liveli-
hood. He said standing 
crops amounting upto 
25000 to 30000 tins (lo-
cally used measurement) 
of  paddy were damaged. 

He said around 40 farm-
ers, who solely depended 
on agriculture, were af-
fected by landslides and 
soil erosions. The loss 
and damage in terms was 
estimated worth around 
Rs 3500000.

In an appeal, the vil-
lage council has appealed 
the administrative officer 
to depute officers or per-
sonally investigate or verify 
the spot and take up proper 
action for the welfare of  
the affected farmers.

Dimapur, Sep 1 (EMN): 
Demanding implementa-
tion of  67% job reserva-
tion for work-charged em-
ployees, the All Nagaland 
PWD Field Workers’ As-
sociation (ANPWDFWA) 
including (R&B), Housing 
and National Highway 
have threatened strike by 
blocking all the existing 
PWD roads in case the 
department fails to listen to 
their wishes.

In a representation to 
the Commissioner and Sec-
retary of  Work and Hous-
ing, ANPWDFWA has 
resented the apathy of  the 
concerned department es-
pecially towards the work-
charged employees for the 
past many years despite 
serving with utmost sincer-
ity and devotion.

A representation ap-
pended by ANPWDFWA 
president, K Atovi Awo-
mi, and the general sec-
retary, Zubemo Ngullie, 
stated that work-charged 
employees were deprived 
of  regularisation despite 
many vacancies arising out 
of  retirement, while the 
resulting vacancies in the 
department were always 
occupied by the fresh ap-
pointee thereby depriving 
the genuine work-charged 

employees who have served 
the department for many 
years with just a meagre 
wages.

It alleged that many 
fresh appointments were 
made from higher ups 
against the 67% quota 
meant for senior most 
genuine work-charged em-
ployees in contravention 
to order of  the Guwahati 
High Court and recent or-
der from the P&AR (AR 
Branch) for regularisation 
of work-charged employees 
vide order No. AR-3/Gen-
67/201/ 2009 Dt. Kma, 
the 17th March’ 2015 

As the depar tment 
turned a deaf  ears despite 
several appeals on the mat-
ter, ANPWDFWA has 
threatened to organise 
strike by blocking all the 
existing PWD roads in 
case the department fails 
to listen to the wishes of  
the employees adding any 
lose or untoward incident 
would be held solely re-
sponsible by the depart-
ment.  While stating that it 
is demanding nothing more 
nothing less, ANPWD-
FWA has appealed the 
concerned department for 
complete implementation 
of  the reservation in letter 
and spirit.

Dimapur, Sep 1 (EMN): 
Eastern Nagaland Edu-
cated Unemployed Union 
(ENEUU) has objected to 
the appointment of  239 
persons of  non-indigenous 
inhabitants to various posts 
of  constable, driver, cook, 
tailor, cobbler, washer man, 
painter, mechanic, electri-
cian, handyman, jugali 
under various police estab-
lishments from the year 
2013 to 2016. 

The Union president, 
Thingkeli Sangtam, point-
ed out at the standing gov-
ernment notification dated 
19-09-1987 as those posts 
were 100% reserved for 
the indigenous inhabitants 
of  the state of  Nagaland. 
He stated that those ap-
pointments were made 
unconstitutionally as the 
employees were from the 
states of  Kerala, Mahar-
ashtra, UP, WB, Bihar, 
Assam, and the foreign na-

tion of  Nepal. He pointed 
to the more than 70000 
educated unemployed in 
the state of  Nagaland with 
academic and technical 
qualifications to serve in 
the public post. 

He also stated that when 
the petition was heard on 
05-05-2017, the High Court 
had posed an interim or-
der to the extent that the 
petitioners concerned is 
genuine case and it is sup-
ported by the notification 
dated 19-09-1987 issued 
by the Chief  Secretary of  
Nagaland which prohibits 
such appointments. 

The ENEUU also stat-
ed that it would never allow 
such illegalities within its 
geographical jurisdiction. 

“If  any appointees out 
of  the 239 are in our geo-
graphical jurisdiction, they 
should prepare to explain 
the competency of  their 
appointment. Otherwise, 

the ENEUU shall resort 
to the procedural manner 
to reclaim the posts which 
is illegally occupied by the 
non-indigenous people,” 
it stated. ENEUU also 
called upon the 239 illegal 
appointees to count their 
heads at an appropriate 
time and place.

It opined that the social 
causes which are under 
litigation before the High 
Court ought to be sup-
ported by the citizens of  
Nagaland and be applaud-
ed by the members of  legal 
fraternity of  the State as 
in the case Afzal Guru in 
which none of  the lakhs of  
Indian advocates declined 
to defend him. 

ENEUU further called 
upon the bonafide citizens 
of  Nagaland to uphold, 
preserve and protect their 
rights given in the Constitu-
tion of  India and the laws 
framed there under. 

Dimapur, Sep 1 (EMN): Basing on spe-
cific information, troops of  32 Assam 
Rifles alongwith police representative 
launched a search operation in Railway 
Station, Dimapur, on August 28 and 
arrested one person with incriminating 
documents.

During the search, troops of  Assam 
Rifles apprehended one identified as 
Inato Kibz (30) and resident of  United 
Colony, Ward No. 20. The troops recov-

ered incriminating documents and extor-
tion money approximately Rs 8,000. 

Assam Rifles press release stated that 
the individual had confessed working as 
an OGW of  NSCN (IM) and was actively 
involved in extortion related activities in 
Dimapur and adjoining areas.  

The individual alongwith the recov-
ered items were handed over to East 
Police Station, Dimapur, for further in-
vestigation, it added.

Dimapur, Sep 1 (EMN): 
Phom community have ob-
served the 55th death an-
niversary of  late Bautung 
Phom in the auditorium 
of  Bautung Government 
Higher Secondary School, 
Longleng, on August 29. A 
monolith was also erected 
at Phom People’s Council 
(PPC) hall in Longleng 
town to commemorate the 
death anniversary. 

Parliamentary Secre-
tary of  Land Resources 
& Excise, BS Nganlang 
Phom; ENPO president, S 
Khoiwang Wangsha; and 
PPC president, P Chingan 
Phom graced the occasion 
as the chief  guest, guest of  
honour and special guest 
respectively.

The chief  guest un-
veiled the monolith of  
Bautung Phom at PPC 
hall, while the Executive 
Secretary of  Phom Bap-
tist Christian Association 
(PBCA), Y Nuklu Phom, 

dedicated the monolith.
Bautung was one of  

the 16 member Naga dele-
gation, who went to Delhi 
for creation of  Nagaland 
statehood on July 26, 
1960. He was also the In-
terim Body Member (IBM) 
from 1961 – 1962 and the 

first Phom kilonser of  the 
Naga National Council 
(NNC) from 1956 – 1958. 
Bautung also served as a 
teacher at GMS Longleng 
from 1958 – 1960. The 
present GHSS Longleng 
was named after him. He 
was assassinated in 1962. 

The speakers,  who 
spoke at the programme, 
have unanimously urged to 
shun violence and blood-
shed among the Nagas 
and asserted that fratricide 
killing will create further 
divisions in the society. 

Recalling the life of  

Bautung, speakers called 
upon the youngsters to 
emulate him to lead the 
people in the right direc-
tion. 

O n  t h e  o c c a s i o n , 
ENPO conferred a certifi-
cate in recognition on the 
leadership of  Bautung as 
one of  the most visionary 
leaders of  the Eastern Na-
gas who has transformed 
dreams into reality.    

The programme was 
chaired  by  A Chingu 
Phom, president of  Tamlu 
Buhu, while the welcome 
address and introduction 
was done by Rev. Dr. Anjo 
Keikung, Chancellor of  
North East Christian Uni-
versity (NECU). Besides 
speeches from the dignitar-
ies, 24 others representing 
NGOs and public leaders 
spoke at the programme. 
The day-long programme 
was organised by Tamlu 
Citizens and family mem-
bers of  Bautung Phom.

Dimapur, Sep 1 (EMN): 
Director General (DG) of  
Border Roads Organisa-
tion (BRO), Lt. Gen. SK 
Shrivastava has assured to 
start construction of  the 
National Highway -29 after 
the monsoon.

Lt. Gen. SK Shrivastava 
had made this assurance to 
the minister of  Environ-
ment, Forest and Climate 
Change, Neiba Kronu, who 
called on him in his office at 
New Delhi on September 1. 
Kronu reminded Shrivas-
tava of  the road condition 
and urged him to start the 
work at the earliest.

National Highway-
29, the erstwhile National 
Highway-150, which con-
nects the districts of  Ko-
hima, Zunheboto, Phek, 
Kiphire and Manipur State, 
is in deplorable condition. 
The deteriorating condition 
of  the road prompted the 
minister approached the 
DG (BRO).

It may be mentioned 
that the former DG BRO 
S Sharma visited Naga-
land last year and inspected 
the road at the request of  
Kronu. However, despite 
assurances the road con-
struction work is yet to take 
off. In this regard, Kronu 
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India, Bangladesh must join hands 
against fundamentalism: Tripura CM

Total indefinite shut-down in 
Nungba sub-division, Manipur

KAAC announces upgradation of portal

Manipur Govt assures to consider 22 Points Charter of Demand

Assam uses AFSPA in 3 decades; declares state ‘disturbed’ Adi community celebrates 
Solung with traditional fervour

Effort to divide Mizoram 
should be resisted: CM

Indian Oil launches 5kg 
free trade LPG in Guwahati

AR recovers weapons cache 
of NSCN (K) in Arunachal 

Heroin seized

Finance to Freedom: A businesswoman finds salvation in Buddhism

Agartala, Sep. 1 (IANS):  Since 
both India and Bangladesh are 
facing the problem of  violence by 
fundamentalist forces, it is in the 
interest of the two countries to join 
hands to defeat the sinister designs of  
extremists, Tripura Chief  Minister 
Manik Sarkar has said.

“Both India and Bangladesh 
have to deal with the violent activities 
of fundamentalists. To confront the 
threats posed by them, the two 
neighbours must help each other,” 
Sarkar said here on Thursday night 
while addressing an event on the 
1971 Bangladesh Liberation War.

He said: “Tackling increasing 
activities of  the fundamentalists is 
the common goal of both countries. 
These fundamentalist forces are 
trying to rewrite the history of both 
countries and subvert their success 
stories.”

Sarkar said there were consistent 
attempts in both countries to create 
confusion over history and that such 
attempts must be resisted.

“Youth of  both India and 
Bangladesh must be shown the path 
of future in the light of experiences 
of the past and the people of the two 
nations must go forward shoulder 

to shoulder (to achieve that goal),” 
said Sarkar.

A Bangladeshi private TV 
channel, a Liberation War-based 
museum of  that country and a 
Tripura-based NGO “Uran” jointly 
organised a three-day exhibition-
cum-cultural programme starting 
Thursday to commemorate the 1971 
Bangladesh Liberation War and 
the sacrifice of  “Mukti Joddhas” 
(freedom fighters), who fought 
against the Pakistani forces in the 
1971 war, leading to the creation of  
Bangladesh.

State Minister of  Finance 

and Planning M.A. Mannan of  
Bangladesh said that without the 
help of  India, Bangladesh would 
not have been created and India’s 
help was still crucial for the growth 
of his country.

“If  Bangladesh and India help 
each other, both countries would 
benefit and growth would get further 
boost. People-to-people relations 
must be further strengthened and the 
scope of relations further widened.

“Economy of  both countries 
would get a boost if  the two 
neighbours work closely,” the visiting 
minister added.

Our correspondent
Imphal, Sep. 1 (EMN): 
The Nungba Area Joint 
A c t i o n  C o m m i t t e e 
(NAJAC) sponsored the 
‘total indefinite shut-down’ 
in Nungba sub-division in 
Manipur’s Tamenglong 
district bordering Assam’s 
C a c h a r  a n d  H a f l o n g 
area has been suspended 
from 2 p.m. following an 
understanding with state 
government on Friday, 
reports said.

Genera l  Sec re ta r y 
B less ing  Rongmei  o f  
NAJAC stated that they 
have decided to suspend 
the shut down considering 
the assurance by the state 
government. “But we will 
resume our agitation if  
the authority fails to fulfil 
our demands within five 
days time as promised,” he 
warned.

T h e  d e m a n d s  o f  
NAJAC which  ca l led 
the indefinite shut-down 
from 5 p.m. of  August 30 
onwards, include adequate 
health care infrastructure 
and doctors etc at the 
Community Health Centre 
at Nungba sub-divisional 
headquarter, about 115km 

west  of  Imphal along 
Imphal-Jiribam highway 
(NH 37),the second life line 
of  Manipur after Imphal-
Mao sector NH 2 .

With the suspension 
of  the shut down, normal 
traffic has started to resume 
along the highway while 
the stranded vehicles also 
reportedly started to ply on 
the route.

Meanwhile normal 
l i fe  has been affected 
for the second day in 
Manipur’s Churachandpur 
and Tengnoupal district 
headquarters due to 48 
hours bandh in border 
areas of  the state. However 
there is no report of  any 
untoward incident.

The bandh in border 
areas was called by All 
Manipur Border Area 
Development Association 
(AMBADA) from August 
30 midnight till September 
1 midnight  in protest 
against the recent cabinet 
decisions on border areas 
development program/
schemes. The agitation 
will be intensified if  the 
authority fails to roll back 
the decision, according to 
AMBADA.

In view of  the bandh, 
the Churachandpur town, 
65 km south of  Imphal 
w h i c h  h a d  a l r e a d y 
witnessed a bandh like 
scene on Thursday in view 
of  second anniversary 
observation of  August 31 
incident (in 2015) wherein 
9 persons lost their lives 
during a police f ir ing 
incident, wore desolate 
look while the normal 
business activities comes 
to a grinding halt while 
the passenger services 
suspended for the day.

Similarly, Tengnoupal 
town also witnessed a 
similar scene while the 
trading activities at the 
normally busy Moreh, the 
border commercial town, 
110 km south of  Imphal 
was also affected in view of  
the suspension of  all forms 
of  vehicular movement 
along the Pallel-Moreh 
sector of  Indo-Myanmar 
route in the state since 
Thursday.

However the border 
areas bandh could not affect 
the normal life in Senapati, 
Tamenglong,and Ukhrul 
hill towns, according to 
residents.

Our correspondent
Diphu, Sep. 1 (EMN):  In an 
official information update by 
Karbi Anglong Autonomous 
C o u n c i l  ( K A AC ) ,  U n d e r 
Secre tar y,  De par tment  o f  
Information and Technology, 
R i c h a r d  R o n g p i ,  A C S , 
said that the Karbi Anglong 
Autonomous Council portal 
www.karbianglong.co.in has 
been upgraded for all public so 
that anyone can get information 
of  all the concern departments 
budget, fund allocation, works, 

contractors details, schemes, 
appointment and detail of  Govt. 
Servant etc. 

Besides, he also informed that 
viewers can write suggestions or 
any complaints and above all any 
type of  enquiry will be available 
in the portable.

F u r t h e r m o r e ,  R o n g p i 
also informed that the Diphu 
Town Committee had also 
added a suggestion box in the 
KAAC portal regarding Town 
Committee affairs so that viewers 
can write their suggestion by 

typing name, location, email.
Richard Rongpi has appealed 

all the viewers to write suggestion 
or any kinds of  complaints and 
can share new ideas so to improve 
more better service to the people 
of  Karbi Anglong. 

With the upgradation of  
the KAAC portal there will 
be transparency of  works, 
information on all departments’ 
developmental schemes etc will 
be known by people without 
approaching KAAC secretariat, 
added Rongpi.

Our correspondent
Imphal, Sep. 1 (EMN): Deputy 
Chief  Minister Yumnam Joy 
Kumar Singh on Friday assured 
that the government will consider 
22 Points Charter of  Demand by 
Joint Administrative Council (JAC) 
of  All Manipur Trade Unions’ 
Counci l  (AMTUC) and All 
Manipur Government Employees’ 
Organisation (AMGEO).

The assurance was conveyed 
during an interaction with the 
representatives of JAC at his Official 
Chamber at Manipur Secretariat in 
Imphal on friday.

Secretary General Laitonjam 
Biken Singh of  JAC led 14 
representatives including four 
women, highlighted 22 Points 
Charter of Demand during their one 

hour long interaction with Deputy 
Chief Minister who holds Finance 
Portfolio.

The Char ter  of  Demand 
includes implementation of  the 
7th Central Pay in-to revision and 
extending all its benefit to all the 
State Government Employees, 
Pensioners and Family Pensioners 
without delay. 

To revise the rate of minimum 
wage from time to time at central 
norms, no re- employment/
extension of  services beyond the 
age of  superannuation against 
the Government of  India’s O.M., 
discontinuation of  holding/
assigning several posts as in-
charge or look after basis, to lift 
ban on direct recruitment to fill 
up all the sanctioned regular posts 

resultant vacancies lying in various 
Departments, to enhance duty 
allowance of  Home Guards, to 
increase Ration Money for Manipur 
Police, IRB, security personal as 
paid to the Central Security 
Forces, to establish Manipur 
State Staff  Selection Commission 
for recruitment of  Group ‘C’ 
employees and to extend Medical re-
imbursement facility to pensioners 
and family pensioners are some of  
the main demands that the Council 
has been made to the Government.

Joy Kumar after the meet 
also admitted that the state 
government will try to implement 
the 7th Pay Recommendations 
after a detail discussion on resource 
mobilization have been made. 
He said, since its inception, State 

Government has been trying to 
enhance revenue resources in all 
sectors. But, implementation of  
Pay Recommendations will incur 
a huge financial involvement to 
the Government and therefore, a 
detail exercise on revenue resources 
has to be made to ensure its 
implementation, he added.

H e  a d d e d ,  w i t h  t h e 
implementation of  new taxation 
system i.e. GST in the country, State 
Government will also look into 
the technicalities of  its collection 
and overall revenue generation 
to the State. On demands made 
by JAC regarding policy matters, 
and grievances faced by the State 
Government employees, he assured 
to take up and addressed their 
grievances at the earliest.

Guwahati, Sep. 1 (PTI): For 
the first time in nearly three 
decades, the Assam government 
has exercised its power under 
the controversial Armed Forces 
(Special Powers) Act by declaring 
the entire state “disturbed” for six 
months beginning today.

The notification issued by the 
state home and political department 
declared Assam ‘disturbed’ area 
for a period of  six months, unless 
withdrawn earlier, as per power 
conferred under the AFSPA 1958, 
an official release said.

Armed forces deployed in 
disturbed areas are empowered to 
arrest, search any premises and 
even shoot anyone without any 
warrant.

As per Section 3 of  the AFSPA, 
it can be invoked in places where 
“the use of  armed forces in aid 
of  the civil power is necessary”. 

Both the central and the state 
government can declare any area as 
‘disturbed’ under the Act.

Assam was f irst  declared 
‘disturbed’ area under the AFSPA in 
1990 when the state had witnessed 
massive violence perpetrated by 
the banned insurgent group ULFA 
and president’s rule was imposed 
after dismissing the then AGP 
government headed by Prafulla 
Kumar Mahanta.

S i n c e  t h e n ,  t h e  c e n t r a l 
government has been exercising 
the powers given under the AFSPA.

The move to allow the state 
government to exercise the powers 
under the AFSPA came at a time 
when both the central and the 
Assam governments are ruled by 
the BJP.

The official release said the 
declaration has been made after 
assessing the present law and order 

situation in the state which has 
continued to be a matter of  concern 
due to some violent incidents by 
underground outfits.

A home ministry official said 
in New Delhi that there were 75 
incidents of  violence in Assam in 
2016, in which 33 people, including 
four security personnel, were killed 
and 14 others were abducted.

The violence was perpetrated 
in Assam by insurgent groups like 
ULFA, NDFB and others, the 
official said.

H o w e v e r ,  t h e  c e n t r a l 
government order declaring the 20 
km belt in Meghalaya bordering 
Assam, three districts of  Arunachal 
Pradesh -- Tirap, Changlang and 
Longding - and areas falling within 
the jurisdiction of  14 police stations 
in nine other districts in Arunachal 
Pradesh as ‘disturbed’ will continue 
till September 30.

Itanagar, Sep. 1 (PTI): Arunachal 
Pradesh’s Adi community today 
celebrated Solung -- the tribe’s 
most famous agro-based festival 
-- with traditional pomp and gaiety.

Attending the celebration here 
Governor P B Acharya exhorted 
the younger generation of  the 
community to preserve and protect 
their rich tradition and culture 
which, he said, is their identity.

“Adi means original and to me 
Adis are the original inhabitants 
of  North East region and the 
community has been contributing 
to the life, culture, traditions and 
faith of the North East region and 
India as a whole,” the governor said.

If you want to be Adi, you have 
to follow your language, Acharya 
said adding, one particular tribe 
should not be confined to their 
own faith and belief  but should 
mingle and help other tribes of the 
state to develop equally.

Sharing experience from his 
first visit to East Siang district, 
Acharya said he was mesmerised 
listening to the ponung (song) 
of  the community. He also 
congratulated the community for 
coping with modernity without 
deviating from their tradition and 
culture.

Stating that Solung festival of  
the Adi community showcased 
rich custom and faiths of the North 
East region, the governor further 
assured to extend all possible help 
in preservation and propagation 
of the rich cultural heritage of the 
community.

The governor also released a 

festival souvenir ‘Diigok Roli’.
Parmananda Cheyngiya, 

president of  Mishing Bane 
Kebang, the powerful organization 
of the Mishings in neighbouring 
Assam, in his address emphasized 
on the need to showcase the rich 
culture of the North East in other 
parts of the world.

Stating that the festival is an 
occasion to reconcile with others 
and promote a sense of unity and 
brotherhood, he suggested the 
compilation of a book on Tani clan 
so that people could understand 
the unique cultural heritage of the 
clan.

Most of  the festivals in 
Arunachal Pradesh are agro-
based. We must protect nature and 
should not disturb the ecosystem, 
he said while appealing institutions 
like Adi Bane Kebang (ABK) to 
shoulder responsibility in spreading 
awareness among the people on 
the importance of nature.

ABK president Kangir Jamoh 
exhorted the people of  the 
community to celebrate the festival 
with enthusiasm and appealed to 
the parents to impart knowledge 
to their wards on the importance 
of tribal identity and culture.

Festivals bind us together and 
bring unity, peace and cooperation. 
Without culture, we cannot form 
a society. Therefore we have to 
protect and preserve our rich 
cultural heritage, Jamoh added.

Ponung dance by Adi girls 
and women in traditional attire, 
community feast  were the 
highlights of the celebration.

Aizawl, Sep. 1 (PTI):  Mizoram Chief  
Minister Lal Thanhawla today said that 
any attempt to balkanise the state would be 
resisted to the end.

Addressing the ruling Congress party 
workers at the Congress Bhavan in Aizawl, 
Lal Thanhawla said that any move to 
divide the state on ethnic lines would be 
opposed. 

He, however, said that the Mizo people 
should tread carefully while dealing with 
sensitive political issues.

Reacting to the appeal made by the 
NGO Coordination Committee to all 
political parties not to field any candidate 
belonging to the Chakma community, he 
said that such moves might not be in the 
interests of  Mizoram.

“Any Chakma, who is an Indian citizen 
can contest elections even as Independent,” 
he said, adding that it would not stop 
Chakma candidates from being elected.

Guwahati, Sep. 1 (PTI): 
Indian Oil Corporation 
Limited today announced 
the distribution of 5 Kg FTL 
(Free Trade LPG) cylinders 
in Guwahati city to meet the 
requirements of the floating 
population.

Executive Director, 
Indian Oil AOD State office, 
Dipankar Ray inaugurated 
the first-ever outlet here 
within a retail outlet. He 
also launched a customer 
awareness programme called 
“AASTHA”, which is an 
initiative to make customers 
aware of  the presence 
of  IOCL representatives 
whenever a petrol pump is 
under regular inspection, 
a release issued by the 
company said.

Currently, the activity is 

regularly being carried out 
by the concerned officers of  
Indian Oil which are mostly 
unknown to the customers.

The objective of  the 
initiative is to make the 
customers aware about the 
sincerity that goes behind 
assuring quality, quantity 
and safety at the retail 
autlet and hence elevating 
confidence, the release 
added. According to the 
initiative, IOCL and Retail 
Outlet representatives will 
be putting on specially 
designed attire and standees 
will be placed in prominent 
places for visibility of  the 
customers. Customers can 
interact with the IOCL 
representatives whenever 
they are available at the retail 
outlets.

Dimapur, Sep. 1 (EMN): 
Changlang Battalion of  
Dao division recovers 
weapons cache during a 
relentless operation against 
NSCN (K) group. 

In a swift operation 
on August 31 near Chinsa 
v i l lage  of  Changlang 
district it recovered an AK-

47, Sniper Rifle, a Pistol 
with ammunition and other 
warlike equipments. 

The recovery of  such 
huge cache is likely to 
impact the operations of  
this banned organisation 
and also will be a blow to 
the extortion activities of  
NSCN (K) in this area. 

Aizawl, Sep. 1 (PTI): About 279 
grams of  heroin were seized here by 
the Mizoram Excise and Narcotics 
Department’s Anti Narcotic Squad 
today, department spokesperson Peter 
Zohmingthanga said.

Zohmingthanga said that the 
contraband worth around Rs 9.50 lakh 
in the local market was smuggled from 
Myanmar via Champhai district.

He said that Vanlalvena (30) and 
Lalbiakfeli (25), both residents of  
Bawngkawn locality in Aizawl, were 
arrested for alleged trafficking of  the 
drugs.

Thimphu (Bhutan), Sep. 1 
(IANS): Twenty years ago she was 
a chartered financial accountant 
in a fund management company 
in Hong Kong -- and before that 
in New York and London -- 
smoking cigarettes and dressing 
fancy. Today she wears maroon 
monastic clothes, her head shaven, 
asking people to buy her book, 
whose royalties go to the welfare of  
disabled children in Bhutan.

Emma Slade,  51,  i s  an 
unusual Buddhist nun in Bhutan. 
The course of  her life changed 
drastically after a visit to Jakarta, 
the capital of Indonesia, in 1997.

“I was on a business trip to 
Indonesia. I was staying in a lovely 
five-star hotel and I opened the 
door, only to see a man with a gun! 
He pushed it to my chest, I saw the 

door close and yes, there I was in 
the room with him. It was a very 
shattering experience which has 
now turned into something very 
useful.

“You don’t expect something 
like that to happen to you, 
especially in a five-star hotel. I 
was there for about three hours. It 
doesn’t sound a very long period 
of time perhaps, but I think what 
happened was a really very odd 
situation. He was there to rob 
me but in the end he was quite 
confused. We ended up being 
trapped in the room together. I was 
being held hostage by somebody 
who himself was trapped in many 
ways,” Slade told IANS in an 
interview on the sidelines of  the 
just-concluded Mountain Echoes 
Literary Festival here.

This incident left a profound 
impact on her. Only a few days 
later she was shown a picture of  
the hostage taker, surrounded by 
a pool of blood. This photograph, 
shown to her by Indonesian police, 
is firmly etched in her memory.

“I escaped alive, that was a 
great deal. I had terrible flashbacks, 
experienced lots of  traumatic 
visions. His smell lingered in my 
head for many, many months. 
The feeling of him being very near 
to me was hard for a long time 
and I had to recover from that. It 
did shatter my trust in the world 
entirely.

“I felt as if  I had been very 
lucky to survive and that I could 
not go on with finance any longer. 
I didn’t want to go on thinking 
about dresses and money because I 

had been given, gifted and granted 
my life back. I sold my place, all 
my possessions and I just travelled 
around the world,” recalled Slade.

She describes this realisation 
-- that she was gifted her life -- 
as an important moment in her 
spiritual journey, one that led her 
to abandoning her trouser-suits and 
high heels to become a Buddhist 
nun in Bhutan.

So for the next two to three 
years, she was travelling around 
the world in quest of  answers to 
questions that she herself  didn’t 
know. “Probably I was just looking 
for myself,” she added.

“I discovered yoga, discovered 
this very profound feeling of being 
connected to the natural world, 
and that’s what I did for about two 
years around the world. Then I 

realised that it was time I should 
go into retreat and meditate. Since 
then most of my life has been in 
and around meditation and yoga,” 
she elaborated.

Her book, “Set Free”, narrates 
the tale of  her extraordinary life 
and its changed course.

Slade now splits her time 
between her hometown of  
Whistable in Kent and Bhutan. 
She is also learning Tibetan and 
has founded a charity for disabled 
children in Bhutan. The royalties 
from her book will go to this 
charity and she hopes to reside 
permanently in Bhutan soon.

She is currently the only 
Western woman to have been 
ordained as a nun in Bhutan. 
“Now things make a lot more sense 
to me,” she concluded.
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Members of Karbi Farmer’s Association (KFA) donated blood at Blood bank centre, Diphu Civil Hospital on Friday.

Members of Manipur commission for protection of Child Rights Chairperson S Sharat Sharma led team 
which consists of  K Pradipkumar and Montu Ahanthem called on Manipur chief minister N Biren at the 
latter’s residence in Imphal on Friday. (DIPR) 
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PTI
Union Finance Minister Arun Jaitley delivers the  1st Charti Lal Goel 
Memorial lecture on “New India: Politics with Transparency” in 
New Delhi on Friday. 

PTI

Prime Minister Narendra Modi addresses the inaugural function of the Rajasva Gyan Sangam - Annual 
Conference of Tax Administrators, in New Delhi on Friday.

Coal India gets new interim Chairman 
Kolkata, Sep. 1 (IANS):  The Ministry of Coal has given 
interim charge of Coal India Ltd (CIL) Chairman and Managing 
Director to Gopal Singh, who is Chairman of the miner’s 
subsidiary Central Coalfields Ltd (CCL), it was announced 
on Friday.

The previous chairman, Sutirtha Bhattacharya, retired 
on Thursday.“Ministry of Coal has entrusted the additional 
charge of CIL CMD to Gopal Singh, CMD, CCL with immediate 
effect and until regular appointment is made. He has taken 
over charge with effect from September 1, 2017,” the miner 
said in a regulatory filing.

The Public Enterprise Selection Board (PESB), which 
conducted interviews for the new chief, did not find any 
applicants suitable for the job.

Meanwhile, the miner on Friday said it is expecting to 
garner about Rs 527 crore of additional annual revenue with 
revisions in sizing, loading charges and additional charges for 
supply of slack and steam coal.

“Coal India Ltd in its 346th Board meeting held on August 
31, 2017, approved the revision in sizing charges, rapid 
loading silo (RLS) charges, revision in additional charges for 
supply of slack and steam coal,” the miner said in a regulatory 
filing. Due to this revision, CIL will generate additional annual 
revenue of Rs 527 crore, it added.

Hero MotoCorp achieves all-time 
high sales in August
Mumbai, Sep. 1 (IANS): Two-wheeler major Hero MotoCorp 
on Friday reported that during August 2017 it has achieved 
the highest-ever sales for any single month.

According to the company, its sales rose by 10 per cent 
to 678,797 units from 616,424 units sold in August 2016.

The company’s previous highest in monthly sales was 
recorded in September 2016 when it had sold 674,961 
units. “Maintaining a consistent trend of six-lakh-plus sales 
for the fourth consecutive month, Hero MotoCorp sold 
661,490 units in the domestic market in India, while its global 
business -- spanning 35 countries across Asia, Africa and 
South and Central America -- contributed 17,307 units,” the 
company said in a statement.

“The high sales in August have ensued owing to the 
early arrival of the festival season this year. Hero MotoCorp 
is poised to further consolidate its market leadership by 
meeting customer expectations with adequate inventory of 
its range of popular motorcycles and scooters at dealerships 
across the country.”

Axis Bank says it has exposure to 12 
NPA accounts in RBI’s second list
Mumbai, Sep. 1 (IANS):  Private sector lender Axis Bank on 
Friday said that it has exposure to 12 non-performing asset 
(NPA) or bad loan accounts in the second list of top defaulters 
that Reserve Bank of India (RBI) has reportedly sent to banks.

“The RBI issued directions in their communication dated 
August 28, advising banks to finalise and implement viable 
resolution plan in select accounts by December 13, failing 
which, insolvency proceedings should be initiated in all the 
accounts mentioned in the communication and accordingly 
mandated provisions should be made by March 31, 2018,” 
Axis Bank said in a BSE filing.

It said that the bank had exposure on 12 of these 
accounts as on June 30. “Total fund based outstanding of the 
bank on these accounts was Rs 1,843 crore. Non-fund based 
outstanding was Rs 649 crore,” it said.

Around 75 per cent of the outstanding was secured, the 
private lender said. It said that against this outstanding, the 
provision held was Rs 862 crore. According to reports, RBI 
sent out a second list of defaulters to banks on August 28. 
It had initially sent a first list which included names of top 
12 defaulters.

Instagram adds Stories feature  
to mobile web
San Francisco, Sep. 1 (IANS):  Facebook-owned Instagram 
will now allow users to view its most popular feature Stories, 
both on mobile web and desktop, reports said on Friday.

“Initially, the feature will allow desktop and mobile web 
users to view Instagram Stories posted by their friends and 
others they follow. But in the months ahead, the web version 
will allow you to post to Stories too”, says a report in Tech 
Crunch. Instagram wrote in a blog post: “Stories has quickly 
become an important part of the Instagram experience 
-- over 250 million people use it every day to see what their 
friends are doing in the moment.”

Hit by the growth of Instagram Stories, photo-sharing 
platform Snapchat managed to add only seven million daily 
active users (DAUs) in the second quarter of 2017.

“We believe deeply in the long-term success of Snap,” 
CEO Evan Spiegel told analysts after the results, adding that 
“the company is making progress”.

The DAUs grew from 143 million in Q2 2016 to 173 
million in Q2 2017 -- an increase of 30.5 million or 21 per cent 
(year-over-year). On the other hand, Instagram Stories has 
garnered over 250 million MAUs. The application currently 
has nearly 700 million users globally.

News iN Brief

Modi asks taxmen to be 
friendly to honest taxpayers

Finalising details of 
Electoral Bonds for 
political funding: Jaitley

Infosys consults 
investors on 
governance 
norms

Windows 10 ‘Fall Creators 
Update’ coming on October 17

New Delhi, Sep. 1 (PTI): 
Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi on Friday asked tax 
officials to be friendly to 
honest taxpayers as part of  
his efforts to end the fear 
of  the taxman and make 
India a more tax compliant 
society.

Inaugurating the sec-
ond edition of  ‘Rajaswa 
Gyan Sangam’ -- the joint 
conference of  direct and 
and indirect tax officials 
-- Modi asked them to en-
sure that the benefits of the 
biggest tax reform since 
independence, GST, reach 
the common man by way 
of reduced prices.

The closed-door two-
day conference is being at-
tended by senior officers of  
the Central Board of Direct 
Taxes (CBDT) and Central 
Board of  Excise and Cus-
toms (CBEC).

“Hon’ble PM @naren-
dramodi directed the tax 
administrators to be friendly 
to the honest taxpayers,” 
CBEC said in a Twitter 

post.
Since coming to power 

in May 2014, Modi has 
assured taxpayers that he 
will remove the fear of tax 
officials hounding them by 
ushering in accountability 
and answerability.

Measures taken include 
cutting down physical inter-
face between the taxpayer 
and official to curb corrup-

tion and easier online filing 
of  returns and claiming 
of  refund as also paperless 
email-based inquiry and 
e-scrutiny.

CBEC said Modi ap-
preciated the efforts put in 
by Central and state officials 
for smooth implementation 
of the Goods and Services 
Tax (GST), which unifies 
more than a dozen levies 

like excise duty, service tax 
and VAT.

GST, which Modi previ-
ously described as a ‘good 
and simple tax’ that will 
help end tax terrorism and 
inspector raj, was rolled 
out from July 1, making In-
dia one market and ending 
cascading effect of multiple 
taxes.

“Honble PM @naren-

New Delhi, Sep. 1 (IANS):  
Finance Minister Arun Jait-
ley on Friday said the gov-
ernment was finalising de-
tails of the ‘Electoral Bonds’ 
scheme which will improve 
transparency in political 
funding as money will be 
completely clean.

Delivering a memorial 
lecture here, he said, “On the 
question of  political fund-
ing the entire apparatus has 
failed. Law says something, 
what happens is something 
else.”  Jaitley, who was Law 
Minister in the A.B. Vajpay-
ee government, said at that 
time they had prepared a 
system under which if some-
one pays through cheque 
from his account he would 
be entitled to that much of  
tax rebate. 

But even now not many 
people are part of that sys-
tem because they are afraid 
that if  they pay in cheque 
their names would be re-
vealed. 

San Francisco, Sep. 1 (IANS):  
After several tech giants, including 
Google and Facebook, supported 
Federal Communications Com-
mission’s (FCC) plan to roll back 
Obama-era net neutrality rules, 
Apple called on the US communi-
cations regulatory agency to keep 
“strong, enforceable open internet 
protections”.

“An open internet ensures that 
hundreds of  millions of  consumers 
get the experience they want, over 
the broadband connections they 
choose, to use the devices they love, 
which have become an integral 
part of  their lives,” Cynthia Hogan, 
Apple’s Vice President of  Public 
Policy, said in a letter to the agency.

The FCC, led by its Chairman 
Ajit Pai, voted in May to start the 
formal process of  unwinding the 
2015 rules. 

Those rules treat regulation of  
internet more like that of  a public 
utility such as water or electricity 
and prohibit broadband provid-
ers such as Verizon and Comcast 
from creating a tiered system of  
access, the Guardian reported on 
Wednesday.

Under the current net neutral-
ity rules, it is illegal for companies 
to offer a high-speed lane to cor-
porations able to pay more or to 
effectively slow a rival service.

The FCC’s proposal asks 
whether the agency should elimi-
nate the rule banning Internet 
service providers from creating 
fast lanes (or slow lanes) that could 
favour one service over another, 
which critics say could allow them 
to pick winners and losers online. 

Pai has said the regulations 
stifle corporate innovation and in-

vestment and are not necessary to 
guaranteeing an “open internet”.

However, Apple argued that 
paid fast lines should not replace 
“content-neutral transmission of  
internet traffic,”. 

The tech giant has also called 
for increased competition and 
transparency in the broadband 
market.

“We work hard to build great 
products, and what consumers 
do with those tools is up to them 
- not Apple, and not broadband 
providers. Apple therefore believes 
that the Federal Communications 
Commission should retain strong, 
enforceable open internet protec-
tions,” the letter said.

Apple said the current rules 
reflect open internet principles and 
that those principles “should form 
the foundation of  any net neutral-

ity framework going forward”. 
“Simply put, the internet is too 

important to consumers and too 
essential to innovation to be left 
unprotected and uncertain,” the 
company said in the letter.

Cloud major Oracle had voiced 
support for Pai’s plan to roll back 
its net neutrality rules.

Oracle wrote a letter to the 
FCC and played up its “perspec-
tive as a Silicon Valley technology 
company”, hammering the debate 
over the rules as a “highly politi-
cal hyperbolic battle”, that is “re-
moved from technical, economic, 
and consumer reality”.

Other companies -- like AT&T 
and Verizon -- that support Pai’s 
plan have made an argument that 
the rules stifled investment in the 
telecommunications sector, specifi-
cally in broadband infrastructure.

Mumbai, Sep. 1 (PTI):  
Stock markets today ended 
the week with a positive 
spin after strong auto sales 
and encouraging August 
manufacturing data helped 
investors put behind the 
disappointing GDP num-
bers.

Strengthening for the 
third day, the benchmark 
Sensex went up 162 points 
to end at 31,892.23, a three-
week high, while the Nifty 
closed short of  10,000.

It was eighth weekly 
gain in nine for both the 
Sensex and the Nifty, surg-
ing 296.17 points, or 0.93 
per cent, and 117.35 points, 
or 1.19 per cent, respec-
tively.

Automobile manufac-
turers led by Maruti Suzuki 
posted good passenger ve-
hicles (PV) sales growth 
in August riding on strong 
consumer sentiment ahead 
of  the festive season.

In a related develop-
ment, the Nikkei Markit In-
dia manufacturing PMI re-
bounded to 51.2 in August 
from a low of  47.9 in the 
previous month, signalling 
a turnaround from July’s 
GST-related contraction.

Right from the word 
go, the 30-share BSE index 
remained above the base 

line till the very close as it 
settled up 161.74 points, or 
0.51 per cent, at 31,892.23 
-- a level last seen on Au-
gust 8.

The NSE Nifty too 
ended on a high, up 56.50 
points, or 0.57 per cent, 
at 9,974.40 after shuttling 
between 9,983.45 and 
9,909.85 during the day.

India’s GDP growth 
slumped to a three-year 
low of  5.7 per cent during 
April-June -- lagging Chi-
na for the second straight 
quarter -- as manufacturing 
slowed ahead of  the GST 
launch amid demonetisa-
tion effect, according to 
official data released after 
trading hours yesterday.

Risk aversion faded af-
ter speculation that the 
RBI may announce a cut 
in rates at its next policy 
meet in October to acceler-
ate growth, lifting interest-
sensitive stocks of  auto and 
realty sectors, analysts said.

Beginning of  the Sep-
tember futures and options 
(F&O) series paved the way 
for creation of  fresh bets, 
which nudged participants 
to buy more, they added.

Dr Reddy’s ticked all 
the right boxes and was the 
top scorer with a gain of  
9.75 per cent after a settle-

ment agreement with the 
Nasdaq-listed Vivus Inc 
yesterday.

Auto stocks led by 
Ashok Leyland, Maruti 
Suzuki, Tata Motors, Hero 
MotoCorp, Bajaj Auto, 
TVS Motors, Eicher Mo-
tors and M&M rose up to 
5.42 per cent, mainly on 
the back of  better-than-ex-
pected August sales figures.

Asian Paints,  Tata 
Steel, ONGC, Kotak Bank 
and Axis Bank contributed 
to the Sensex rally.

Foreign institutional 
investors (FIIs), who had 
been in net selling mode, 
changed track and bought 
shares worth Rs 77.58 crore 
yesterday. DIIs too bought 
shares worth Rs 509.71 
crore, according to provi-
sional data.

Asian shares swung 
both ways. Europe got off  
to a good start.

Broader markets such 
as mid-cap and small-cap 
indices were ahead of  the 
Sensex by adding 0.95 per 
cent and 0.78 per cent, 
respectively.

On the sectoral front, 
realty was a clear winner, 
up 2.59 per cent, followed 
by auto at a distant 1.94 
per cent and metal 1.86 
per cent.

dramodi desired that the 
benefit of  GST should 
percolate to the common 
man,” CBEC said.

GST is expected to 
boost economic activity as 
same rate for goods and 
services makes business 
easy and also facilitates 
smooth movement of goods 
and services.

In his address, Finance 
Minister Arun Jaitley com-
mended the efforts made by 
the central and state tax offi-
cials to make GST a reality.

He also thanked Modi 
for his “visionary policies 
and motivation”, CBEC 
said in a tweet.

The objective of  the 
two-day Rajaswa Gyan 
Sangam is to enable a two-
way communication be-
tween the policymakers 
and the senior officers in 
the field offices with a view 
to increase revenue collec-
tion and facilitate effective 
implementation of law and 
policies, the finance minis-
try had earlier said.

Apple wants FCC to keep enforceable open internet protections

Sensex rides on auto sales 
numbers, ends week on a hig

“Therefore I announced 
‘Electoral Bonds’ in this 
year’s Budget which can 
only be purchased through 
banking  ins t r uments, 
through RBI. The scheme 
requires that every politi-
cal party should have one 
bank account and the donor 
donates money in that ac-
count,” Jaitley said.

“We have announced 
the scheme already and now 
we are trying to finalise it. 
Because under the current 
system, neither is there any 
clean money, nor transpar-
ency. In this alternative sys-
tem, some transparency will 
be improved, but the money 
will be completely clean,” 
he added.

Bengaluru, Sep. 1 (IANS):  
Software major Infosys on 
Friday said it has begun 
consultations with its in-
vestors on adhering to high 
governance standards, as 
announced on August 25.

“We have started share-
holder consultations to 
determine what actions 
the company should take 
to ensure high governance 
standards,” said the com-
pany in a regulatory filing 
on the BSE.

The filing came a week 
after the $10-billion IT ma-
jor’s co-founder Nandan 
Nilekani returned as its 
non-executive Chairman 
on August 24, after its five 
Board members, includ-
ing former Chairman R. 
Seshasayee, Co-Chair Ravi 
Venkatesan, executive Vice-
Chairman Vishal Sikka and 
two Independent Directors 
Jeffrey Lehman and John 
Etchemendy resigned on 
the same day.

The high s tandard 
of  corporate governance 
in the company came to 
the fore after its founder 
N.R. Narayana Murthy 
red-flagged it against the 
previous Board on huge 
severance pay to its former 
Chief  Financial Officer 
Rajiv Bansal and the ac-
quisition of  a software firm 
Panaya in early 2015.

Berlin, Sep. 1 (IANS):  Mi-
crosoft on Thursday an-
nounced that the ‘Fall Crea-
tors Update’ for Windows 
10 will start rolling out on 
October 17 and it will in-
clude Virtual Reality (VR) 
and mixed reality support.

Announcing the avail-
ability at the Internationale 
Funkausstellung (IFA) in-
dustry show which is under-
way in Berlin, Microsoft’s 
Executive Vice President 
for Windows and Devices 
Terry Myerson said that the 
free update, originally an-
nounced in May, will also 
include a new photo app 
and many tweaks to the 
overall design and usability 
of Windows 10. 

In the keynote, Myerson 
highlighted several new 
features, such as new inking 
tools for stylus users includ-
ing the ability to draw di-
rectly on PDF files, new 3D 
features for the Photos app 
and a new gaming mode 
that limits background tasks 

for better game perform-
ance. 

Official support for 
Microsoft Mixed Reality 
headsets -- such as the mod-
els coming from Dell, HP, 
Acer and Lenovo -- is also 
coming with the October 
17 update, and those head-
sets are also expected to 
start shipping on or soon 
after October 17, Myerson 
added. 

According to Microsoft 
website, the update will also 
have ‘Timeline’ feature that 
will let users “jump back in 
time to find what they were 
working on, whether it was 
two hours or two months 
ago”.



6
EastErn Mirror  |  Dimapur, Saturday, September 2, 2017

ReadeRs’ Mirror Views & reViews

The Rise of a New Naga Tribe! Menace of Using Blue Lights on the Vehicles

Aadhaar Enrolment Center

It is human nature to imitate what 
we love. And when people do it alto-
gether, it becomes FASHION. Hence, 

one of  the reasons why CORRUPTION 
is still an obsession in Nagaland is that 
some guys made it FASHIONABLE at 
one point in time, and people blindly fol-
lowed them! But thank God, it is GOING 
OUT OF STYLE by day. It’s hearten-
ing to see that, finally, misusing of  pub-
lic funds, using government facilities for 
private purposes, abusing power uselessly 
(shamelessly), driving expensive SUVs by 
public servants when we are unable to pay 
even salaries, blowing siren and demand-
ing space where there is no road, moving 

around with body-guards in full combat 
uniform even in worship places etc. are 
NO MORE COOL! For those of  you 
who are still blurred and motivated by 
this once prized “Naga Dream” – because 
that was our mental standard then - well, 
it is OUTDATED.

Now - by His grace - ANTI-COR-
RUPTION is in, and a new Naga tribe 
is on the rise – ACUAT! Yes, I am AC-
UAT and may my tribe increase! This 
is the charge of  a Naga generation who 
are pissed off  by decades of  corruption, 
ism, dirty politics, extortions, killings, 
and threats! This is the idea and moment 
we have been waiting for, and now it is 

here. It’s getting infectious. The caravan is 
getting longer by day. History is of  proof  
that everything starts small and gets big-
ger. And that in the beginning, even great 
revolutions were preceded by errors and 
cowardice on the people’s part. But they 
“endured” and “won.” So let us not stop 
my friends. Persist, we must, to win. The 
world knows that our crusade is just and 
right. It’s getting loud. And remember, 
this is not ‘head-hunting,’ hence, not for 
‘self-glory.’ This is a fight between good 
and evil. And if  God is on our side, who 
will be against us?

Allen Imsong
Billy Graham Road Kohima

It is a common problem 
for all the vehicle users 
facing blue lights at night 
from the opposite direc-

tion. The VIPs and the VVIPs 
were using red beacons on top 
of  their vehicles for a very long 
time and later on even the com-
mon people started putting on 
red beacons on their vehicles 
posing themselves as VIPs cre-
ating so much confusion. Ulti-
mately the use of  red beacons 
ended with a declaration made 
by the constitutional head of  
the state P.B. Acharya. I salute 

the Governor.
So far I have never ever 

heard a single word about the 
legality of  using blue lights on 
the vehicles from anybody, 
rather everybody condemn and 
criticise about it and yearning 
for remedy. It is a very simple 
common sense that the users 
are too selfish and shameless; 
insensitive, causing so much 
inconveniences to other driv-
ers. If  the appropriate author-
ity and department is trying 
hard to handle and control this 
menace, I beg apology. But as 

far as my knowledge goes, the 
concerned department and 
authority is not putting suffi-
cient efforts to put an end to 
this menace. In my opinion it 
is high time for the so called 
elite class to set example first 
and the common people and 
laymen to follow suit.

By using blue lights at 
night we can never excel oth-
ers but it is only showing our 
backwardness and uncivilised 
society. May the good sense 
prevail upon all of  us

Kezhaselie K. Kuotsu

Much has been said about Aadhaar! 
Go to market, institutions, offices, 
fields, Banks, hospitals and you 

won’t skip the day without talking about 
Aadhaar. 

While there is no denying that in a 
country like India, there is a need for iden-
tification that people can create easily and 
use nationwide, the Aadhaar card project 
goes way beyond that, and in the process, 
messes up the basics as well. 

Aadhaar  serves as a unique identifier 
for Indian citizens and residents. It was in-
troduced by the UPA government in 2010, 
with the intentions of  making subsidy and 
benefits deliverance more effective and 
eliminates leakages in the process. Aadhaar 
has been ever prevalent in the news ever 
since.

The process of  Aadhaar enrolment 
reaches Kiphire District in the end part of  
2011. This enrolment of  Aadhaar started 
without any proper instruction, its impor-
tance & purposes due to which many of  the 
citizens have either their name or age incor-
rectly enrolled in Aadhaar. There have been 
even instances like another person captured 
biometric in place of  his friend or for some 
family members. 

During its first round, most of  the resi-
dent were not even given their acknowledg-

ment slip citing power issue/ink etc..and 
even among those issued some were not at 
all clear for downloading. Those were the 
days even mobile facilities were very poor, 
and most of  the villagers don’t use mobiles. 
Only few could provide their mobile num-
bers during enrolment process and that too 
is BSNL. But since BSNL started to offer its 
service from bad to worse, almost all started 
using other private telecom services. 

As per the Supreme Court use of  Aad-
haar card is voluntary and that nobody will 
be deprived of  benefit for lack of  it. On the 
other hand without Aadhaar it is impossi-
ble to do anything. 

What is increasingly evident as a project 
that will profit specific entities is being forced 
on citizens who wish to avail of  their rights 
as citizens. Attempts to tie UID identifica-
tion with everything are increasing. The idea 
of  government subsidies is being replaced by 
citizens buying at market prices and being re-
imbursed by the government into their “Aad-
haar linked” bank accounts. In other words, 
spend more on food and fuel, or give us your 
biometric data. Several instances of  schools 
requiring Aadhaar card details of  students 
have come to light, which is probably a vio-
lation of  the Right To Education act, since 
refusing education to children for any reason 
is punishable under the RTE. 

One fine morning I happened to meet 
one student with his parents crying on his 
way to school, I asked what’s the matter 
then his dad replied he feels he is rejected 
because all his friend are applying for schol-
arship but he is not applying and the rea-
son is he don’t have his Aadhaar card. So I 
console him, its okey Aadhaar enrolment is 
coming soon and your submission for on-
line scholarship is extended so be happy. I 
feel really pity on him.

When the Aadhaar is mandatory for any 
scheme, then the enrolment agency should 
make convenient and available for the citi-
zens to get enrolled as and when needed. 
As per the UIDAI guidelines new Aadhaar 
enrolment is free and should be convenient 
for every resident and Hassel free. But to 
avail this free enrolment, rural villagers has 
to spend from Rs. 1000-Rs. 2000/- to get 
Aadhaar enrollment/update as he/she has 
to travel from village to reach h.q. Aadh-
har enrolment for Kiphire District has been 
very poor, some of  the enrolled resident are 
found to be rejected/no information data 
etc.. After the first round of  its unsuccessful 
enrolment, another group came in the last 
part of  2014 which was continued till first 
part of  2015. And that is the last time heard 
about Aadhaar in Kiphire. Now the resi-
dent has to travel from Kiphire to Kohima/

Dimapur for Aadhaar enrolment which 
is 300 and above Km with pathetic road 
condition and then enrolled/update for Rs 
200-250 per enrolment/update, that means 
the economically backward people has to 
spend from Rs 4000- Rs 5000 for Aadhaar 
free enrolment.

If  it is to be mandatory for a citizen then 
the Aadhaar centre should be set up atleast 
in the entire administrative circle, if  not all 
the Villages. But not even in the District 
H.q. for Kiphire. 

Why is it very difficult to get enrolled 
in Aadhaar? It came to a situation like, for 
Aadhaar I am willing to do anything…we 
can understand that for the fear of  enrolling 
illegal immigrants and illegal practices gov-
ernment has been issuing various directives 
and orders. But, enrolment cannot be made 
without verifying his/her valid documents 
by the administrative officer/appointed as 
verifier and unless the documents are issued 
by administration one cannot enroll. And if  
at all it is an issue, let the agency be accom-
modated in the respective DC’s office. Do 
the physical verification and let them enroll/
update. But making different issues, citing 
because of  this and that, enrolment/update 
Aadhaar for Kiphirians is still awaiting. The 
District Administration, Kiphire on their 
part has been initiating the matter on prior-

ity but may be due to some technical issues 
from higher ups things might not have been 
materialised. My sincere appeal to our State 
Government is that let the interested VLE’s 
CSC, who has required documents and ex-
perienced in the field to enroll Aadhaar for 
its citizen. The CSC e-governance India Ltd 
which has signed MOU with UIDAI and 
around 36% of successful Aadhaar enrol-
ment in the country has been carried out by 
the CSCs but its meaning less for CSC’s in 
Nagaland. When any VLE is enrolling the 
resident as per the guidelines provided by 
UIDAI why it is the Government hamper-
ing its business. People working under CSC 
as VLE are educated unemployed who are 
trying to earn for their livelihood without 
depending on Govt. job. If  the Government 
under their supervision has approved CSC 
in Nagaland to enroll like in any other state 
then that will be the only successful imple-
menting agency in Nagaland because Naga-
land alone has around 150 plus VLEs cover-
ing almost all the rural areas. And with the 
co-operation and support from the Govern-
ment, CSC’s in the rest of  the state provides 
maximum services to its citizens be it Aad-
haar enrolment or any other Government to 
Citizen Services.  

Horiba Sangtam
Kiphire Town
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If what the Nagas were to hate the most, 
it is war and bloodshed. In the first place, 
the Nagas never asked for war. Forces 

that came to invade Land of  the Nagas have 
inflicted on the Naga people the goriest of  
crimes and the most loathsome human rights 
situations the world has ever witnessed. The 
only valid reason, if  that is justifiable, be it 
that the Nagas had consistently refused to 
submit to their authorities.  In the person of  
one Naga, Mr. KK Sema, who still insists on 
violence and bloodshed, must be rubbished, 
to be isolated to himself  for abetting and 
promoting civil war while the Nagas have 
yearned for peace, justice and rest for more 
than half  a century today. Shrouded behind 
the shadow of so called ACAUT, KK Sema 
gathered thousand young Naga students. He 
fed them with hate and civil war. Assuming 
his community name: Sema, he even went to 
the extent of  abusing and insulting a Naga 
Revolutionary legendry as a ‘rubber stamp’, 
‘shadow of NSCN’ etc. What has late Isak-
ChishiSwu done to the Naga people will for-
ever stand witness to the Universal Pursuit 
for Justice. What has late IsakChishiSwu 
gained for giving away his whole life to re-
store peace and justice to his own people, the 
Nagas and all the suppressed and marginal-
ized Indigenous peoples the world over when 
he addressed the United Nations Organisa-
tion at the behest of  peoples in distress like 
the Nagas? What authority has KK Sema to 
use his tribe’s name to represent the issues 
of  the whole Naga population and coin late 
IsakChishi as Swu ‘rubber stamp’ or ‘shadow 

of NSCN’? An IAS conferred official, who 
is well acquainted and specialized with the 
corruption-institutionalized state like Naga-
land in different secretariat levels, could have 
served the Naga young generation to do away 
with corruptions and evil practices in Chris-
tian state like Nagaland if  he were in a stable 
mental state. Secondly, the ACAUT he rep-
resents as its supremo, could have garnered 
supports of  thousand victims of  corruptions, 
scams and squanderer political Institution 
like present Nagaland, had the ACAUT stood 
true to its proclamation. ACAUT is never 
an association that stands for sweeping cor-
ruptions in the state; it has, true to its actual 
color, turned a platform where hate is being 
preached to promote violence targeting the 
hard-earned Peace Process that has achieved 
in putting a Framework Agreement between 
GoI and the Naga people.

The Nagas’ struggle for JustPeace has 
lasted decades involving untold miseries. Sac-
rifices that the Naga people have collectively 
suffered, the highly unusual military actions 
and their brunt the Nagas had endured, tell 
all what it means to regain the eternal rights 
of  the Naga people to self  determine their po-
litical future. Let the whole Naga people ask 
this question to KK Sema as he enjoys the 
authority to ferociously ravage on the Indo-
Naga political peace talks: ‘What better solu-
tion has KK Sema for the Naga people and 
the Government of  India by jeopardizing the 
current peace initiatives?’ Let KK Sema come 
up with his fond idea of  ‘civil war’ to guaran-
tee peace and justice to both the Naga people 

and the GoI. Let KK Sema give both the par-
ties involved his better option, to say that GoI 
has been so stupid to sustain the political talks 
for two decades today without first identify-
ing as to who truly represent the interests of  
the Naga people; that civil war he has been 
advocating among the Naga people is neces-
sary to give stability in North East India. Let 
KK Sema and his ACAUT manfully claim 
and own the responsibility should there ever 
be bloodshed.

At the most the ACAUT could represent 
Dimapur Chamber of  Commerce, Dimapur 
Tella Union, Dimapur Motors Union, Di-
mapur Garrage Union and Dimapur Auto 
Union. These unlawful associations collect 
taxes to sponsor KK Sema’s high ground to 
fuel violence, incense hypertension among 
Naga fraternal oneness and, to further tear 
the Nagas down when they are already on the 
threshold to embrace long-denied liberty, to 
be a free people and to be a free Nation.

KK Sema being elementally inherent like 
his late father, KhelosheChishi who was once 
a deputy Minister under the then undivided 
Assam Government, who being privileged to 
be airborne, was deeply encroached with the 
idea to bring all Naga revolutionaries to the 
terms of  the enemies, who were then on the 
constant run from military atrocities, while 
the late father distributed leaflets demanding 
instant surrender or face the consequences. 
The Naga people at the most, wish KK Sema 
and his bosom friend  JoelRengma to be hap-
py with such handsome Honorarium of rupee 
one lakh and fifty thousand per month plus 

other lavish allowances for rekindling frat-
ricidal quarrels, and also, for furthering the 
agenda of  other perfidious elements that are 
ceaselessly bent on cracking down what has 
been achieved between the Government of  
India and the Naga people at large, through 
the on-going sincere political discussions be-
tween the two different political entities for 
the past two decades.

 Every sane Naga citizen understands as 
to what extent the Naga revolutionaries have 
walked past under unrecorded history of  not 
only environmental furies but the harshness of  
times and situations that were associated with 
the most atrocious and unrelenting military 
offensives blended with the snares and stalk-
ing of  Naga-turned-coats who never spared 
every moment to hunt down Naga brothers 
and sisters in arms. Submitting themselves 
to the Cause of  Naga freedom, they dared 
defy the constant shadows of  death’s cold 
fingers every move they made. These Naga 
revolutionary comrades would never give up 
until the enemies would candidly respond to 
the seriousness of  Naga struggle for nothing 
less than political and negotiated settlement. 
Their unrecorded investments of  human lives 
and blood unstoppably created the conditions 
required to draw the attention of  GoI. Let the 
Naga people listen to their conscience and 
not to the sounds and noises of  the likes of  
KK Sema that there was a time when the GoI 
would never nudge from its radical position 
that the Naga’s Case is nothing but ‘law and 
order’. Nothing shorter than the Commander 
in Chief  of  Indian Defense once spoke to the 

Indian political Authority that the ‘case of  the 
Nagas is never law and order’. Later, a former 
Indian Prime Minister admitted that they, the 
Indian authorities, had finally realized the ‘fu-
tility of  seeking military solution’.

Let every Naga household, every Naga 
citizen, figure out the rationale of  Mr. KK 
Sema and his friends that, every time those 
unqualified unions’ sponsored  platform is 
created, to give convenience to the loud noise 
of  highly criminal intent and motivated by 
corruption-institutionalized state political 
ambition, lambast a long-standing conflict 
and its frontline leadership in order to derail 
the Peace Talks. Any pssible catastrophic con-
sequences that will recur will not be of  civil 
war alone as Mr. KK Sema propounds, the 
ultimate fallout will imperatively beset the en-
tire Naga Nation on a longer and most tragic 
setting over again.

Finally, Mr.KKSema and like-minded 
colleagues may be brought to their clear con-
science that there are millions of  Nagas out-
side the present state of  Nagaland who too, 
deserve the freedom to exist and live like those 
who have been benefitted by the profuse sanc-
tion of  money to the 16th state of  India called 
Nagaland as the brain child of  an inglorious 
document, like the 16-point draft proposals, 
to quiet down the Naga’s Struggle to restore 
the Nagas to their right place.

Kuknalim!
Ministry of  Information and Publicity:

Government of  the People’s Republic 
ofNagalim.

Businesses in India are 
adapting to water scarcity. 
Most sectors are feeling the 
heat of  recent droughts, 

leading to increased costs of  raw 
materials, says a survey of  mega 
companies operating in India.

It says despite flooding in several 
states, water storage in reservoirs 
across India is 55 per cent of  total 
capacity compared with 84 per 
cent on an average during the same 
period over the past 10 years.

The survey, of  over 10 large 
Indian and multinational companies 
with a net annual revenue exceeding 
$10.5 billion, was released on Friday 
by CarbonCopy on the sidelines of  
the two-day Business and Climate 
Summit here that concluded on 
Thursday.

Citing the case of  food 
manufacturer Kellogg's, which 
depends on agricultural produce, 
change in climatic conditions and 
poor monsoon is said to have caused 

it additional costs in procuring raw 
material. Last year saw the highest 
ever price of  corn.

Kellogg takes climate change 
seriously and has increased its 
water storage capacity at its 
manufacturing units.

"We are committed to addressing 
the critical issues of  climate and food 
security, and we're helping tackle the 
inter-connected issues of  hunger and 
robust food systems," Kellogg's Asia 
Pacific President AmitBanati said.

Survey participants linked 
drought, fossil fuel use and climate 
change, and were concerned about 
the future effects of  climate change 
on their operations and customers.

Some businesses are taking 
strong action to cut emissions and 
prepare for the impacts of  climate 
change. Several expressed a desire 
for the government to introduce 
regulations and incentives to reduce 
emissions, and to ensure that water 
supplies continue to be available.

Last year, the drought in Tamil 
Nadu was the worst in 140 years, 
causing a 12 per cent drop in tea 
production in south India.

A coal power plant in West 
Bengal had to shut most of  its 
power-generating capacity for 10 
days in 2016 because it did not have 
enough water for cooling -- the first 
time it had done so in its 30-year 
history.

This year, eight Indian states 
declared drought, causing the 

central government to release Rs 
25,000 crore prematurely towards 
its MGNREGA scheme for 
guaranteed employment.

"We conserve water through 
water harvesting. We make our 
plants two to three times water 
positive by harvesting more water 
than we use. The government helps 
us set up water harvesting systems," 
said Dalmia Cement Group CEO 
MahendraSinghi.

Source: IANS

'KK Sema is Not Only Misleading the Nagas;  He is Abetting Civil War'

Indian Businesses Adapting to Water Scarcity: Survey

Who can I encourage to persevere through difficulty today?

My husband Jack was on mile 25 out of 26 when his strength failed him.
This was his first marathon, and he was running alone. After stopping for a 

drink of water at an aid station, he felt exhausted and sat down on the grass beside 
the course. Minutes passed, and he couldn’t get up. He had resigned himself to quitting the 
race when two middle-aged schoolteachers from Kentucky came by. Although they were 
strangers, they noticed Jack and asked if he wanted to run with them. Suddenly, he found 
his strength restored. Jack stood and accompanied by the two women he finished the race.

Those women who encouraged Jack remind me of Aaron and Hur, two friends who 
helped Moses, the leader of the Israelites, at a key point (Ex. 17:8–13). The Israelites were 
under attack. In battle, they were winning only as long as Moses held his staff up (v. 11). So 
when Moses’s strength began to fail, Aaron and Hur stood on either side of him, holding up 
his arms for him until sunset (v. 12).

Following God is not a solo endeavor. He did not create us to run the race of life alone. 
Companions can help us persevere through difficulty as we do what God has called us to 
do.

God, thank You for relationships that encourage me to continue following You. Help 
me to be a source of strength for others, as well.

Don’t Run Alone
BiBle ReAD:  Exodus 17:8-13  
ThoughT foR ToDAy:
since we are surrounded by such a great cloud 

of witnesses . . . let us run with perseverance 
the race marked out for us.  

~ Hebrews 12:1
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Today’s AsTro-predicTion

Aries (MAr 21 - Apr 19): Just be-
cause your heart is feeling extra gener-
ous now doesn’t mean that you need 
to send flowers to everyone you know, 

Aries. On a day like this you should channel all 
your incredible love and affection to one special 
person. Help him or her feel like an important 
part of  your life.

TAurus (Apr 20 - MAy 20): You may be 
confused by your heart, Taurus. It may be 
extremely frustrating when you can’t keep 
a tight rein on your emotions. This internal 

conflict is a signal that there’s a lesson to learn. Perhaps 
your heart knows something that your conscious mind 
hasn’t yet realized.

GeMini (MAy 21 - Jun 21): Your mind 
gives you a great deal of  security, Gemini, 
which allows you to explore other worlds. 
You have your satellite outpost operating 

smoothly, and you can now take trips into the fron-
tier knowing that you have a secure facility to fall 
back on. Find new ways to bring love into your 
life.

CAnCer (Jun 22 - Jul 22): This is a good 
time to get more serious about your art, Can-
cer. You were probably born with talent, but 
perhaps you don’t treat it with as much respect 

as someone endowed with only a fraction of  your natural 
ability. Look at your tools realistically and know that you 
have the power to accomplish a great deal when you put 
your creative nature into high gear.

leo (Jul 23 - AuG 22): Don’t assume that 
the person you’re trying to reach is getting your 
messages, Leo. Perhaps you’ve been waiting 
for a reply, thinking that this person has blown 

you off. Maybe this person doesn’t understand the ques-
tion you’re trying to ask. When it comes to matters of  
love and romance, you’re going to have to spell things out.

VirGo (AuG 23 - sep 22): You feel repri-
manded because of  the way you reacted to a 
situation that came out differently than you’d 
hoped. Trust that you acted in the best, calm-

est, and most understanding way possible. If  the person 
you’re dealing with doesn’t understand your actions, then 
this is probably more a function of  their own baggage and 
not yours.

librA (sep 23 - oCT 22): Something un-
usual could put a smile on your face today, Li-
bra. Look for beauty and love in the simplest 
things. If  you can’t see it, then work on adjust-

ing your attitude. Your inner state is likely what needs to 
be fixed, not the world around you. If  you can shift to 
a light, understanding mood, you’ll receive the laughter 
and romance that are sure to brighten your day.

sCorpio (oCT 23 - noV 21): It’s time to 
step up to the plate and take responsibility for 
the things you want to have happen, Scorpio. It’s 
one thing to talk about great visions and dreams, 

but the bottom line is that they’ll continue to remain ab-
stract concepts unless you work to develop them into some-
thing solid and tangible. Test this theory for yourself today.

sAGiTTArius (noV 22 - DeC 21): The warm, 
loving feeling that you’ve been happily nurturing 
is calling for a bit of practicality in order to make 
your romantic life work out the way you want it 

to. Remember that less is more, Sagittarius. Having love and 
romance in your life doesn’t necessarily mean that you have 
to be best friends with every person you meet. This is a good 
time to enjoy more quality time with fewer people.

CApriCorn (DeC 22 - JAn 19): You 
might feel a bit reserved when it comes to is-
sues of  love and romance, Capricorn. Other 
people might consider this rather strange 

when they see that suddenly your courageous forward 
motion comes to a dramatic halt. Don’t feel like you need 
to make excuses for the way you feel. It’s probably better 
if  you slow down a bit, especially when it comes to love.

AquArius (JAn 20 - Feb 18): Things are 
apt to remain quite orderly for you, Aquarius. 
Even though your heart may want to soar into 
the clouds, you’ll find that there’s a stable side 

to the equation that’s working to keep things in perspec-
tive. You might want to consider making a greater com-
mitment to someone you love. You’re of  a sound and 
solid mind to do so now.

pisCes (Feb 19 - MAr 20): The engage-
ments in your social calendar are likely stack-
ing up to the point of  absurdity, Pisces. Make 
sure you schedule some time for yourself  

somewhere in there. Today you’re choosy about your 
companions. Feel free to say no to people you’d simply 
rather not see.

The RBI’s data, and the gov-
ernment’s new narrative, is 
indicative of  how badly de-
monetisation failed. Worse 

still, more important goals such as 
cracking down on benami property 
and reforming political funding are 
being gone about in a half-baked 
manner.

Politically, Prime Minister 
NarendraModi sold the idea that 
demonetisation was a pro-poor 
move, aimed at flushing out black 
money lying with the relatively 
wealthy. The RBI has now finally 
released data to show that 99% of  
the notes that were demonetised 
last November are back with banks. 
This means that whoever had black 
money has successfully pushed 
their money back in the system. 
This is clearly a colossal failure of  
the policy, whatever new spin fi-
nance minister ArunJaitley might 
want to give. The obvious fallout of  
this monetary vandalism inflicted 
on the nation last November is a 
decline in industrial growth, bank 
lending and employment genera-
tion post-demonetisation.

Remember, we were told that 

banks would have massive new de-
posits, which would be lent to busi-
nesses. Well, bank credit growth for 
the nine months since demonetisa-
tion is the lowest in 60 years.  

Even the finance minister 
shouldn’t be able to spin happy 
stories in the face of  such nega-
tive data. That hasn’t stopped him 
from trying though. On Wednesday 
evening, Jaitley made an astound-
ing claim that there was nothing 
wrong in 99% of  the demonetised 
money coming back as it was never 
the aim of  the government to con-
fiscate black money. “We wanted 
behavioural change in the econo-
my,” Jaitley has said.

Let us examine both these 
claims. First, it was the finance min-
ister himself  who had claimed in 
November that going by past expe-
rience about 15-20% of  the demon-
etised currency, roughly Rs 3 lakh 
crore, was likely to get extinguished 
and would not return to the system. 
Thus it would be tantamount to 
confiscation and become RBI prop-
erty, to be eventually handed over 
to government for the welfare of  
the poor. The then attorney general 
MukulRohatgi stated this before the 
Supreme Court. So how can Jaitley 
now say the confiscation of  black 

money was never the objective? The 
cash that does not return to the sys-
tem stands automatically confiscat-
ed. It is like money taxed at 100%.

Nevertheless, the finance minis-
ter has to give a new spin because 
everything did indeed come back 
and nothing got extinguished or 
confiscated. It is doubly embarrass-
ing for the government that the RBI 
ended up spending over Rs 30,000 
crore on the printing of  new cur-
rency and managing the other lo-
gistics of  demonetisation. As things 
stand, the expenses incurred by the 
RBI are way more than the actual 
amount of  Rs 1000 and Rs 500 
notes that were extinguished or con-
fiscated – Rs.16,000crore. It is this 
deficit that caused the RBI to hand 
out far lower dividend to the Centre 
for 2016-17.

Indeed, Modi’s tone from day 
one after demonetisation was one 
that threatened to confiscate black 
money. There were widespread 
raids all over the country. In the 
initial weeks, there was great en-
thusiasm shown by the govern-
ment and the RBI as it reported 
on a daily basis the cash that was 
coming into the system. Then at 
some point  in December, the RBI 
stopped giving daily reports because 

the government realised the bulk of  
the demonetised notes were coming 
back, thus making the prime min-
ister look bad. By December-end, 
nearly Rs 13 lakh crore had come 
back. The RBI was possibly told to 
clamp down on giving any further 
information in the name of  national 
security. In the meantime, the Cen-
tre began changing its narrative to 
achieving greater digitisation, curb-
ing fake money and terror funding.

This overall failure is more pal-
pable when one realises that the 
whole black money debate only re-
lates to the cash component of  the 
total black wealth stock, which is 
about 40% of  GDP. Thus, the total 
black wealth stock is roughly $800 
billion and the cash component is 
merely 6% or $50 billion. The re-
maining $750 billion of  black wealth 
stock is in real estate, gold and the 
like, which has not been touched yet. 
We have a long way to go.

Jaitley said the government 
would target benami properties 
under the amended law but so far 
one has only seen the IT depart-
ment going after the alleged benami 
wealth of  opposition parties. Re-
cently in the LokSabha, Orissa MP 
Jay Panda, urged the government 
to identify benami beneficiaries of  

shell companies that may own huge 
properties. Jaitley replied to Panda 
saying “cooks and drivers” posing 
as directors of  companies would 
be covered by the new benami law. 
Does anyone remember cooks/driv-
ers as directors in the Purthi group 
of  companies owned by a senior 
cabinet minister in the NDA. So 
whatever spin Jaitley might give to 
demonetisation, people will not be 
convinced unless there is action on 
the ground.

On Wednesday, the finance min-
ister claimed higher digitisation and 
behavioural change was the big ob-
jective and not confiscation of  black 
money. Well, RBI data shows that 
digital transactions fell 27% in April 
this year compared to the previous 
month. Major online retailers like 
Flipkart and others are experienc-
ing cash transactions similar to pre-
demonetisation levels when 60% of  
all buying was cash based. A friend 
of  mine, while recently putting up 
his house for sale in Delhi, pointed 
out that the buyers that came for-
ward wanted to pay 50% payment 
in cash. So much for behaviour 
change.

Jaitley has also claimed that de-
monetisation should be seen along 
with GST implementation as a 

method of  examining behavioural 
change.

It is true that GST, if  imple-
mented smoothly, will shake up 
the way small firms do business. 
But then, if  that was the goal, GST 
alone would have been a sufficient 
agent of  change. In any case, the 
GST regime was already in the 
pipeline and there was no inkling 
that demonetisation would come 
so close to GST implementation. If  
anything, demonetisation and GST 
implementation being so close to 
each other is being seen as hugely 
disruptive and clearly not good for 
small businesses.

Finally, Jaitley has argued that 
political funding reform, which the 
government is planning, should be 
seen as part of  the demonetisation 
package. This is utterly laughable 
because the latest data collated by 
the Association for Democratic 
Reforms shows how 80% of  all 
corporate money has gone to BJP 
in recent years. Corporates who 
have successfully pushed their black 
money into the system will now 
contribute 80% of  it to the BJP. And 
as per the new law brought by the 
government, this need not even be 
made public. And all this is carried 
out in the name of  transparency!

Philosophers have a love-hate re-
lationship with the imagination. 
René Descartes, for one, disparaged 
it as ‘more of  a hindrance than a 

help’ in answering the most profound ques-
tions about the nature of  existence. Trying 
to imagine one’s way towards metaphysi-
cal truth, he wrote in Meditations on First 
Philosophy (1641), is as foolish as falling 
asleep in the hope of  obtaining a clearer 
picture of  the world through dreams.

Yet Descartes also relied heavily on im-
agination in scientific and mathematical es-
says such as The World (1633), in which he 
tried to conjure up the details of  the basic 
building blocks for structures such as hu-
mans, animals and machines. According to 
the philosopher Dennis Sepper at the Uni-
versity of  Dallas, Descartes relied upon a 
kind of  ‘biplanar’ imagination, pioneered 
by Plato, in which one level of  reality could 
embody and display relations that existed 
on a different level, and vice versa.

The Scottish philosopher David Hume 
was equally conflicted about the imagination 
– especially when compared with perception 
and memory. ‘When we remember any past 

event, the idea of  it flows in upon the mind 
in a forcible manner,’ he wrote in A Treatise 
of  Human Nature (1738-40). But imagined 
images and sensations, he continued, are 
‘faint and languid, and cannot without dif-
ficulty be preserved by the mind steady and 
uniform for any considerable time’. Howev-
er, Hume also claimed that humans are most 
free when they’re engaging in imagination. 
Perception can show us only the actual, he 
said, but imagination can go beyond that, 
to the realm of  the maybe, the what-if  and 
if-only. Indeed, ‘nothing we imagine is abso-
lutely impossible,’ Hume said.

What’s behind this apparent tension at 
the heart of  the imagination? Hume put his 
finger on it when he talked about how our 
facility for fantasy helps us to move beyond 
and change our present reality. One need 
only think of  how Leonardo da Vinci’s fan-
tastical flying machines paved the way for 
the Wright brothers, or how H G Wells’s 
novel The War of  the Worlds (1898) in-
spired the first liquid-fuelled space rocket, 
to see the truth of  this insight. But imagi-
nation is also restricted by the extent of  
our previous perceptions and experiences, 
Hume said. ‘Let us chase our imagination 
to the heavens, or to the utmost limits of  

the Universe; we never really advance a 
step beyond ourselves,’ he wrote.

One way to resolve such ambivalence 
would be to divide the imagination into dif-
ferent kinds. Along these lines, towards the 
end of  the 18th century, Immanuel Kant 
distinguished two forms of  imagination: 
the productive imagination and reproduc-
tive imagination. The productive faculty is 
what helps to synthesise and transform sen-
sory content into a meaningful whole. So 
the identification of  something with pointy 
ears and fur, which meows and rubs itself  
against your legs, is brought together via the 
productive imagination into the form of  a 
cat. This unifying tendency is implanted in 
every human mind irrespective of  experi-
ence. For Kant, our productive imagination 
is what makes perception possible.

By contrast, the reproductive imagina-
tion is largely about recollection. When a 
story comes on the radio about a long-lost 
cat who has found its way home, you draw 
from the many cats you’ve seen before to 
picture the heartwarming scene; this would 
be the reproductive imagination at work. 
Because the reproductive faculty works 
only with materials previously provided to 
someone’s senses, it is subject to the kind 

of  limits Hume discussed.
Kant’s bifurcation hints at why phi-

losophers treat the imagination with both 
despair and delight. Perhaps the kind of  
imagination we despise is totally different 
from its more useful cousin. But in accept-
ing this subdivision, we give up on the pos-
sibility of  seeing the imagination as a uni-
fied mental faculty – which is perhaps more 
how we experience it.

When I think of  all the wondrous 
things we can do with the imagination, I’m 
inclined towards a different way of  unravel-
ling its enigmatic duality. Rather than slic-
ing up the imagination into distinct kinds, 
we might think about its distinct uses. I like 
to call these the transcendent and the in-
structive functions of  the imagination. On 
the one hand, when we pretend, or fanta-
sise, or escape into an engrossing work of  
literary fiction, imagination can take us 
beyond the here and now. On the other 
hand, when we imagine in an attempt to 
make sense of  what other people are think-
ing, or to problem-solve or to make deci-
sions, our speculations are used to help us 
understand the here and now. Whereas our 
transcendent uses of  the imagination tend 
towards whimsy and fancy, its instructive 

functions point towards the practical and 
the concrete.

In both these modes, the secret to suc-
cess seems to lie in the application of  a 
kind of  imaginative constraint. But what’s 
right for one use might not be fitting for the 
other. Perhaps the reason why philosophers 
have been conflicted about the imagination 
is that they haven’t grasped how limitations 
need to be tailored to circumstances. When 
we are writing fiction, or playing games of  
pretend, or making art, arguably we do our 
best imagining by setting the boundaries 
widely or removing the shackles entirely. 
In contrast, when we employ imagination 
in the context of  scientific or technological 
discovery, or any other real-world problem-
solving, we must allow our imaginations to 
be framed by the situation at hand.

Figuring out where to draw these lines 
isn’t easy. It can be extraordinarily tricky to 
know which factors should stay in play, and 
which should be eliminated. But by looking 
at how such constraints operate, not only 
can we see our way towards imaginative 
greatness – perhaps we can also purge phi-
losophy of  its anxiety about the idea. After 
all, as Hume observed, humans ‘are might-
ily govern’d by the imagination’.

A spare satellite, IRNSS 1I, was 
expected to launch in November 
2017, followed by two more spares 
next year. How the failure of  C39 

will impact this schedule is not known.
On August 31, the PSLV C39 mission 

launched by the Indian Space Research Or-
ganisation (ISRO) failed. The mission was to 
launch the IRNSS 1H satellite, slated to be 
part of  the network of  seven satellites of  the 
regional GPS system India has been setting 
up over the last four years. 1H itself  was go-
ing to replace 1A, launched in 2013, after a 
timekeeping system onboard the latter failed 
completely last year.

IRNSS stands for the Indian Regional 
Navigation Satellite System. It consists of  
a spaceborne network of  seven satellites – 
from 1A (now 1H) through to 1G, all in a 
geosynchronous orbit. The last satellite of  
this network was launched in April 2016.

This is only the third failure of  a PSLV 
mission. The first failure was with the PSLV 
rocket’s first launch in September 1993. In 
1997, the rocket failed to reach the orbit it 
was aiming for. Twenty years later, the C39 
mission – also the 41st ISRO mission us-
ing the PSLV rocket – has failed. However, 
the reasons for the failure indicate that the 
rocket launch itself  was successful. It was a 
procedure to separate the satellite from the 
rocket that had gone awry.
A trapped satellite

ISRO has initiated an official investigation 
into the causes of  the problem. Such a proce-
dure could take three to six months depend-
ing on – as one engineer put it – “how soon 
the bosses would like it and how difficult it is 
to ascertain”. At the same time, other space 
scientists and engineers have been discuss-
ing the problem on various forums, trying to 
narrow it down to specific components.

For example, some analysis focused on 
the pyro bolts, a set of  bolts used on the pay-
load fairing. According to the same engineer 
(who wished to remain unnamed), these bolts 
contain a notch and a small amount of  an ex-
plosive below them. When the explosive goes 
off, the bolts shear along the notch and sepa-
rate the satellite’s protective encasement from 
the rocket’s last stage, a process mediated by 
the use of  a connecting component called a 
Marman ring. The encasement subsequently 
comes off  as two separate halves.

After the mishap was first reported, 
ISRO chairman A.S. Kiran Kumar held a 
news conference where he said that the sat-
ellite’s holding mechanism inside the rocket 
had unclasped, figuratively speaking, like it 
was supposed to. But “the heat shield did not 
separate, as a result the satellite is enclosed 
in the body of  the fourth stage. So the mis-
sion is unsuccessful,” he said. “We have to 
check heat shield separation command and 
whatever happened subsequently and it will 
be analysed.”

Although the terms ‘heat shield’ and 
‘payload fairing’ have been used inter-
changeably, there is an important difference 

between them. A heat shield refers to a pro-
tective layer attached to a part of  the rocket 
if  it plans to reenter Earth’s atmosphere, not 
when it is flying through it upwards. Atmos-
pheric reentry heats the reentering object to 
much higher temperatures (the NASA Space 
Shuttle experienced 1,650º C). The payload 
fairing is typically the rocket’s nose cone 
part, a protective encasement (as discussed 
above) that contains the payload. Once the 
rocket reaches its designated altitude, the 
fairing comes apart and leaves the payload 
to do its thing.

This said: No ISRO mission has involved 
a rocket reentering Earth’s atmosphere after 
deploying satellites, leaving them floating 
around in orbit.

Earlier, the rocket’s launch from Sri-
harikota had been delayed by one minute 
because the mission scientists were trying 
to avoid a piece of  space debris that would 
likely be in the rocket’s path. After the rocket 
had reached the sub-geosynchronous trans-
fer orbit, the satellite separated from the 
rocket’s fourth stage but couldn’t exit it alto-
gether. Some scientists had suggested that if  
the payload fairing could be opened partially, 
the satellite’s motors could be used to propel 
itself  out of  its cage, although this would risk 
damaging its instruments.

It seems no such rescue ops were con-
ducted, and the rocket and its satellite have 
now been classified as debris – leaving ISRO, 
and other space agencies, with yet more junk 
to avoid during future launches. The C39 
mission’s official debris designation is 2017-

051A, located in a 166 km × 6,556 km orbit 
inclined at 19.16º.
Three spares left to launch
IRNSS 1H was the first satellite built for 
ISRO by a private contractor – rather a con-
sortium, lead by the Bengaluru-based Alpha 
Design Technologies. Early reporting on the 
incident had been confused, with Reuters go-
ing so far as to quote Kumar as saying that 
the satellite had “imploded” (it hadn’t). The 
headline of  an NDTV article also suggested 
that the failure could be partly laid at Al-
pha’s doorstep, causing some consternation 
among private players.

However, going by Kumar’s preliminary 
assessment (about the payload fairing), noth-
ing has happened that ought to jilt the private 
sector or even cast the PSLV’s reliability – of  
which ISRO has been justifiably proud – in 
doubt. In a different report, NDTV quoted 
unnamed ISRO scientists as saying that the 
incident was “trivial”, and Kumar as saying 
that the PSLV would not be grounded during 
the course of  the investigation. Note that this 
time the launch itself  was as successful as it 
has usually been.

With the 1A satellite having gone kaput 
and the 1H undelivered, the IRNSS – collo-
quially referred to as ‘India’s GPS’ – remains 
incomplete. Unlike the American GPS or 
the Russian GLONASS systems, the IRNSS 
is not global but regional. According to 
ISRO, its primary service area is a region 
that includes India and an area “extending 
up to 1,500 km from India’s boundary”, 
over which “it is designed to provide accu-

rate position information service to users in 
India”. Notwithstanding the failure of  the 
timekeeping systems (in the form of  three 
rubidium atomic clocks onboard), the sat-
ellites are expected to have a lifetime of  10 
years. Even IRNSS 1A, all of  whose clocks 
failed in 2016, has been broadcasting system 
messages to the ground station.

The clocks were all made by Spectra-
Time, a Swiss company. The European 
counterpart of  the GPS, called Galileo, also 
uses clocks provided by SpectraTime. Eight 
of  them experienced glitches in 2016. The 
Chinese space agency is another of  Spectra-
Time’s clients.

Back to India: Another spare satellite, 
IRNSS 1I, was expected to launch in Novem-
ber 2017, followed by two more spares next 
year. How the failure of  C39 will impact this 
schedule is not known. ISRO has two major 
PSLV-related commitments coming up on its 
calendar. One is a launch in late December 
to launch two lunar rovers, built by TeamIn-
dus and Team HAKUTO towards their bid 
for the Google Lunar XPrize. In a blog post 
published on the evening of  September 1, 
Rahul Narayan, who is leading TeamIndus’s 
bid, wrote, “TeamIndus expects very little 
impact, if  any, on our launch scheduled for 
the first quarter of  2018. The glitch reported 
appears limited to a pyro device circuit in the 
nose-faring with all other systems working as 
they should.” (Sic)

The other is a March 2018 launch of  
its own widely anticipated Moon mission, 
Chandrayaan 2.

Despite the Spin, Demonetisation Simply Wasn’t Worth the Time or Effort

Imagination is a Powerful Tool: Why is Philosophy Afraid of it?

Unfinished as ISRO PSLV Mission Fails After 20 Years
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Noted economist Rajiv Kumar at NITI Aayog after 
assuming office as the Vice-Chairman, in New 
Delhi on Friday.

PTI

News iN Brief
Death toll in Mumbai building 
collapse mounts to 33
Mumbai, Sep. 1 (PTI): Thirty-three people were killed in 
the collapse of a 117-year-old building in the congested 
Bhendi Bazaar area in south Mumbai with nine more 
bodies being pulled out of  the debris overnight, fire 
brigade officials said today. They said nine more bodies 
were pulled out from the debris in the overnight search 
and rescue operations. The deceased included 24 men 
and nine women. The officials said that efforts were 
underway to rescue more people who might be trapped 
in the debris of the building that collapsed yesterday.

Delhi to get 2,000 new buses
New Delhi, Sep. 1 (IANS): The Delhi government on 
Friday decided to purchase 2,000 standard floor, non-
AC buses, Transport Minister Kailash Gahlot said. No 
buses have been added to the capital’s public transport 
system in the past four years. Of the 2,000 buses, 1,000 
will be with the state-run Delhi Transport Corp (DTC) 
and 1,000 will be cluster buses, said Gahlot. The cluster 
buses will arrive in 10 months and DTC buses in 12 
months. The Minister said the government was also 
planning to introduce mini buses.

Two arrested for posting video 
hurting religious sentiments
Muzaffarnagar, Sep. 1 (PTI): Two people have been 
arrested in Kawal village here for allegedly posting a 
video hurting religious sentiments on social media, a 
police official said today. A case was registered against 
the two after protests by some activists over the issue, 
after which they were arrested, Circle Officer SKS 
Pratap said. It was in Kawal village in 2013 that an 
incident of  harassment spiralled into one of  India’s 
deadliest riots. It left 63 dead and over 50,000 displaced.

1984 riots:SC panel to examine 
SIT decision to close 199 cases
New Delhi, Sep. 1 (PTI): The Supreme Court has 
constituted a supervisory body comprising two 
of  its former judges to examine whether a Special 
Investigation Team (SIT) was justified in closing 199 
cases relating to the 1984 anti-Sikh riots. The apex 
court said the supervisory body, comprising its two 
former judges, Justice J M Panchal and Justice K S P 
Radhakrishnan, would start functioning from September 
5 and submit its report within three months. It said the 
supervisory body would scrutinise the SIT’s decision to 
close 199 riots related cases and also examine whether it 
was justified. The bench fixed the matter for hearing on 
December 6 and directed that the records related to the 
199 cases, which were placed before it in a sealed cover, 
be produced before the supervisory body.

LPG price hiked by Rs 7 
per cylinder, ATF by 4%

My colour is definitely not saffron, Kamal Haasan amid buzz on political plunge

New Delhi, Sep. 1 (PTI): Sub-
sidised cooking gas (LPG) price 
was today raised by over Rs 7 
per cylinder, in line with the 
government’s decision to hike 
prices every month so that all 
subsidises are eliminated by this 
fiscal-end.

A subsidised 14.2-kg LPG 
cylinder now costs Rs 487.18 in 
Delhi as against Rs 479.77 previ-
ously, according to Indian Oil 
Corporation, the nation’s largest 
fuel retailer.

Oil Minister Dharmendra 
Pradhan had on July 31 told 
the Lok Sabha that the govern-
ment had asked state-owned oil 
companies to raise subsidised 
cooking gas (LPG) prices by 
Rs 4 per cylinder every month 
to eliminate all the subsidies by 
March next year.

Rates were, however, raised 
by Rs 2.31 per cylinder on the 
previous due date on August 1 
and the oil companies have ef-
fected a larger hike to equalise 
that, sources said.

Since the implementation of  
the policy of monthly increases 
of  Rs 2 from July last year, 
subsidised LPG rates have gone 
up by over Rs 68 per cylinder. A 
14.2-kg LPG cylinder was priced 

at Rs 419.18 in June 2016.
The government had previ-

ously asked IOC, Bharat Petro-
leum Corporation Ltd (BPCL) 
and Hindustan Petroleum Cor-
poration Ltd (HPCL) to raise 
rates of  subsidised domestic 
LPG (liquefied petroleum gas) 
by Rs 2 per 14.2-kg cylinder per 
month (excluding VAT).

The quantum has now been 
doubled so as to bring down the 
subsidy to nil.

Every household is entitled 
to 12 cylinders of  14.2-kg each 
at subsidised rates in a year. Any 
requirement beyond that is to be 
purchased at market price.

The price of non-subsidised 
LPG or market-priced cooking 
gas has also been hiked by Rs 
73.5 to Rs 597.50 per bottle.

Rates were at the last revision 
cut by Rs 40. Simultaneously, the 
oil companies also raised prices 
of aviation turbine fuel (ATF) by 
4 per cent, in keeping with rising 
global rates.

ATF, or jet fuel, now costs 
Rs 50,020 per kilolitre, Rs 1,910 
more than Rs 48,110 previously. 
This hike comes on the back of  
a 2.3 per cent increase effected 
from August 1.

Also, price of kerosene sold 

through public distribution sys-
tem (PDS) was hiked by about 
25 paise per litre.

The government is adopting 
the same policy as in LPG for 
eliminating subsidy on kerosene. 
Since July 1 last year, rates have 
been been hiked by 25 paise per 
litre each fortnight.

While Delhi has been de-
clared a kerosene-free state, the 
fuel now costs Rs 22.27 per litre 
in Mumbai compared to Rs 22 
previously. Kerosene was on July 
1, 2016, priced at Rs 15.02 per 
litre in Mumbai.

State-owned oil firms revise 
rates of LPG and ATF on 1st of  
every month based on average oil 
price and foreign exchange rate 
in the previous month.

Today’s hike in the LPG 
price is fourth since the May 
30 order of  the oil ministry to 
raise rates by Rs 4 per cylinder 
every month. There are as many 
as 18.11 crore customers of  
subsidised LPG in the country. 
These include 2.6 crore poor 
women who were given free 
connections during the last one 
year under the Pradhan Mantri 
Ujjwala Yojna. There are another 
2.66 crore users of non-subsidised 
cooking gas.

SC to hear plea 
against deportation 
of Rohingyas
New Delhi, Sep. 1 (IANS): The Supreme 
Court is likely to hear on Monday (September 
4) a plea seeking to restrain the government 
from deporting 40,000 Rohingya Muslim 
refugees back to Myanmar.

Rohingya Muslim refugees have taken shel-
ter in India, and a large number in Bangladesh, 
to escape persecution against them by Myan-
mar authorities. The bench of  Chief  Justice 
Dipak Misra, Justice A.M. Khanwilkar and Jus-
tice D.Y. Chandrachud agreed to hear the plea 
on Monday after counsel Prashant Bhushan 
mentioned the matter for an early hearing.

Bhushan said the National Human Rights 
Commission too had taken note of the Ro-
hingya refugees issue and sought the Union 
Home Ministry’s report.

Taking suo motu cognizance of  media 
reports regarding the government’s plan, 
the NHRC had on August 18 observed that 
“refugees are no doubt foreign nationals but 
they are human beings, and before taking a big 
step the Government of India has to look into 
every aspect of the situation”.

The NHRC had observed that the Su-
preme Court has consistently held that the 
Fundamental Right enshrined under Article 
21 of the Indian Constitution regarding Right 
to Life and Personal Liberty, applies to all, ir-
respective of the fact whether they are citizens 
of India or not. Referring to the international 
convention on human rights and the other 
world bodies including UNHCR, Bhushan 
said that refugees can’t be expelled if they face 
certain death or torture back home. 

Thiruvananthapuram, Sep. 1 
(PTI): Amid indications that he 
may join politics, veteran actor 
Kamal Haasan today addressed 
the issue of  his political affilia-
tion, saying his colour is “defi-
nitely not saffron”.

Haasan’s statement after a 
meeting with Kerala Chief  Min-
ister Pinarayi Vijayan comes days 
after he told his fans to be pre-
pared to march to Fort St George 
in Chennai, the seat of  the Tamil 
Nadu Legislative Assembly, to 
ensure that corrupt politicians are 
not re-elected in the state.

During the meeting at the 
chief  minister’s official residence 
‘Cliff  House’ here, Haasan, 62, 
discussed the political situation 

in neigbouring Tamil Nadu. 
The actor was treated to a feast 
arranged as part of  the Onam 
festival celebrations.

On being quizzed about 
Tamil Nadu politics, the multi-
lingual actor said the governor 
should intervene in the present 
situation.

“I do not like to see this dra-
ma (going in Tamil Nadu). I am 
not anyone to call for a floor test 
or speak to the governor, but I 
am using this podium to call for 
it,” he said.

Sidelined AIADMK leader 
TTV Dhinakaran is involved in a 
tussle for power in Tamil Nadu, 
and has upped the ante since the 
merger of  the two factions led by 

Chief  Minister K Palaniswami 
and his deputy O Panneerselvam 
on August 21.

When asked about his po-
litical affiliation, the actor said he 
had been in the film industry for 
40 years, but “I can tell you one 
thing, my colour is definitely not 
saffron”.

Haasan said he had come to 
Kerala for a personal visit.

“Most of  the leftists are my 
heroes. I want to be in the mid-
dle of  things and not take sides,” 
he said.

“Look at the statistics of  
Kerala, you are pushing it to the 
standards of  western countries. 
Mine is not blind admiration, it 
is sensible - about why choosing 

Pinarayi Vijayan,” he remarked.
Talking about the meeting on 

his Facebook post, Vijayan said 
he shared a healthy friendship 
with the actor.

“Whenever he visits Kerala, 
he used meets me. However, 
this is the first meeting after I 
assumed the office of  chief  min-
ister,” he said.

Though it was a courtesy 
meeting, politics of  south India, 
especially the situation in Tamil 
Nadu, also came up for discus-
sion, he added.

Talking to reporters before 
leaving to meet the chief  minis-
ter, the actor said his visit was “a 
political education tour.” 

“Definitely, as far as I am 

concerned, this is an education 
tour to me,” he said.

“Actually I was supposed to 
come to Kerala last year itself. 
But I could not make it as I met 
with an accident,” Haasan said.

The actor had congratulated 
the CPI(M)-led LDF government 
headed by Vijayan for providing 
“good governance” when it com-
pleted one-year in office in May 
this year.

Haasan had been vocal 
against the Tamil Nadu govern-
ment on the issue of  corruption, 
thus incurring the wrath of  sev-
eral state ministers, who have 
accused the actor of  speaking in 
general terms and dared him to 
provide evidence of  his charges.

TN girl who fought against 
NEET commits suicide

Rajiv Kumar takes charge as Niti Aayog vice-chairman

Chennai, Sep. 1 (IANS): 
Nineteen-year-old Anita, 
who fought against the 
National Eligibility cum 
Entrance Test (NEET) in 
Supreme Court, on Friday 
committed suicide allegedly 
for not getting admission in a 
medical college, said police, 
citing her family.

Anita, who had scored 
1,176 marks out of  1,200 
in the plus two exams un-
der the Tamil Nadu state 
board, was however not able 
to score high marks in the 

NEET to secure a medical 
seat, and committed suicide 
as she was not able to get a 
medical seat, her relatives 
said.

Hailing from a village in 
Ariyalur district, around 300 
km from here, she was the 
daughter of a daily labourer.

In a statement issued 
here, former Union Minister 
and PMK leader Anbumani 
Ramadoss blamed the cen-
tral and the state govern-
ments for the tragedy.

Expressing his condo-

lences to Anita’s parents, he 
said the state government 
headed by Chief  Minis-
ter K.Palaniswami and the 
central government should 
accept responsibility for her 
death as they had initially 
assured that Tamil Nadu 
will get one year exemption 
from NEET.

The PMK leader said he 
was not able to understand 
as to why Anita who took up 
the cause of  rural students 
against NEET would com-
mit suicide.

New Delhi, Sep. 1 (PTI): Noted econo-
mist Rajiv Kumar today took over as the 
vice-chairman of  government think tank 
Niti Aayog.Darjeeling hills tense, lookout 

notice against three GJM leaders SC seeks CBI response to Karti’s 
plea against lookout circular

Darjeeling, Sep. 1 (IANS): 
The CID West Bengal on 
Friday issued look out no-
tices against three Gorkha 
Janmukti Morcha (GJM) 
leaders, including party 
chief Bimal Gurung, as ten-
sions continued to mount in 
the northern West Bengal 
hills following a rift within 
the Morcha leadership.

Lookout circular was is-
sued against Gurung, Party’s 
General Secretary Roshan 
Giri as well as party leader 
Prakash Gurung, sources 
said, for their alleged role 
in various incidents, includ-
ing blasts in Darjeeling and 
Kalimpong.

Gurung’s supporters on 
Friday stepped up rallies 
and picketing, completely 
stalling flow of  life in the 
region and effectively negat-
ing the suspension of  the 
strike that was announced 
by GJM Joint Secretary Bi-
nay Tamang a day ago.

The GJM leadership 
which convened a central 
committee meeting in Sik-

kim on Friday expelled 
Tamang and senior party 
leader Anit Thapa, accusing 
them of conspiring to derail 
the Gorkhaland movement.

A GJM activist was al-
legedly killed in police firing 
while at least nine party 
leaders were arrested by the 
police during a raid in south 
Sikkim’s Namchi.

Thousands of pro-shut-
down activists hit the streets 
at various places in the hills, 
including Kurseong, Son-
ada, Rangan and Darjeel-
ing, in shrill condemnation 
against Tamang and Thapa, 
who had called off the shut-
down for 12 days, starting 
from September 1.

Hailing Gurung as the 
undisputed leader of  the 
Gorkhaland movement, the 
agitators pledged to continue 
the impasse till the statehood 
for the region is realised. 
Slogans like “Binay Tamang 
murdabad” and “We want 
Gorkhaland” were raised.

Streets in Darjeeling 
and other parts of the hills 

looked deserted. Shops, 
schools, colleges and offices 
remained closed since Fri-
day morning.

Gurung, in a purported 
voice clip from an undis-
closed location, has accused 
some of his party leaders of  
joining hands with the West 
Bengal government and of  
conspiring to foil their agita-
tion for a separate state of  
Gorkhaland.

Terming the renewed ag-
itation in the hills as people’s 
movement, GJM General 
Secretary Roshan Giri said 
people in the hills favoured 
continuing the shutdown till 
a separate state of Gorkha-
land is created.

Claiming that the situ-
ation was under control, 
police in Darjeeling said 
they would not intervene if  
the agitation is conducted 
in a democratic, peaceful 
manner.

State Tourism Minister 
Goutam Deb said the state 
government is “keeping a 
close watch” on the situation.

Two killed in Delhi’s 
Ghazipur landfill collapse 

Policeman killed, seven injured 
in Srinagar militant attack

Slaughter of animals in a public 
place not appropriate: HC

New Delhi, Sep. 1 (IANS): 
Two persons, including a 
woman, were killed when a 
huge portion of a landfill in 
east Delhi’s Ghazipur col-
lapsed on Friday afternoon, 
police said.

The collapsed mound’s 
debris swept away a car and 
a two-wheeler, along with 
their riders, into the nearby 
Kondli canal, a police offi-
cial said. He said the woman 
was riding the two-wheeler 
when the landfill portion 
collapsed.

Joint Commissioner 
of  Police Ravindra Yadav 
identified the deceased as 
Raj Kumari and Abhishek. 
Earlier, official sources said 
three persons had died. 

He said five persons were 
rescued and that all vehicles 
that fell into the canal had 
been retrieved. 

A National Disaster 
Response Force team was 
also pressed into the rescue 
operations. 

An official earlier said 
the woman’s body had been 

recovered. “Another two-
wheeler rider who also fell 
into the canal has since been 
rescued. About four-five ve-
hicles are reportedly buried 
under the debris,” the official 
had said.

The Delhi Fire Serv-
ice (DFS), which got a call 
about the accident around 
2.45 p.m., sent four-five JCB 
machines for rescue opera-
tions.

The official said rescue 
operations were on and the 
death toll could go up. 

Delhi Chief  Minister 
Arvind Kejriwal and his 
deputy Manish Sisodia went 
to the accident spot and 
blamed the BJP-ruled mu-
nicipal corporation for the 
accident. 

AAP MLA from Kondli, 
Manoj Kumar, also blamed 
the East Delhi Municipal 
Corporation (EDMC), say-
ing the civic body did not 
pay attention to the increas-
ing height of  the dumped 
waste at the site due to which 
the pile collapsed.

Srinagar, Sep. 1 (IANS): 
A policeman was killed 
and seven others injured 
as militants attacked a po-
lice vehicle in the city’s 
outskirts on Friday, police 
said.

Militants ambushed a 
vehicle of  the state armed 
police in Zewan area of  the 
city’s outskirts, and opened 

indiscriminate fire.
Security forces had 

been put on high alert after 
intelligence inputs indi-
cated that two groups of  
Jaish-e-Muhammad (JeM) 
terror outfit were planning 
an a ttack around the holy 
Muslim festival of  Eid-
ul-Azha which falls on 
Saturday.

Allahabad, Sep. 1 (PTI): 
The Allahabad High Court 
today refused to grant any 
relief  on a petition seeking 
permission to slaughter 
animals in the open for the 
Eid-al-Adha festivities.

The petition filed by 
Mohammad Imran of  
Kaushambi district in Ut-
tar Pradesh was dismissed 
as withdrawn after a divi-
sion bench comprising Jus-
tices Tarun Agarwala and 

Ashok Kumar expressed 
the view that slaughter-
ing animals “in any public 
place is not appropriate 
even if  allowed in any reli-
gion or custom”.

The petitioner had con-
tended that he wanted to 
slaughter a buffalo by way 
of  offering in the festival 
and that the same was not 
possible within the premis-
es of  his house because of  
the size of  the animal.

New Delhi, Sep. 1 (IANS): 
The Supreme Court on 
Friday sought the CBI re-
sponse to a plea by Karti 
Chidambaram, son of  
former Finance Minister P. 
Chidambaram, against a 
lookout notice issued against 
him in a corruption case.

Karti Chidambaram told 
the apex court that he had 
appeared before the Cen-
tral Bureau of Investigation 
twice and sought dismissal 
of the lookout circular.

The top court had on 
August 18 directed Karti 
Chidambaram to appear 
before the CBI for question-
ing on August 23 in a matter 
relating to alleged irregulari-
ties in Foreign Investment 
Promotion Board (FIPB) 
clearance to INX Media in 
2007.

Seeking the CBI’s re-
sponse, a bench of  Chief  
Justice Dipak Misra, Jus-
tice A.M. Khanwilkar and 
Justice D.Y. Chandrachud 
asked the agency to submit 

the material related to Karti 
Chidambaram’s questioning.

Addi t iona l  So l i c i -
tor General Tushar Me-
hta urged the bench not 
to record in its order the 
direction to produce the 
material relating to Karti 
Chidambaram’s question-
ing as he assured the court 
that they would place before 
it the material on the next 
hearing on September 11.

Karti Chidambaram 
told the bench that he was 
questioned for eight hours 
on August 23 and for seven 
hours on August 28 and was 
asked about 100 questions.

Taking a jibe at the CBI 
over its claim that Karti 
Chidambram had bank ac-
counts in various places in-
cluding abroad, senior coun-
sel Gopal Subramanium 
said the agency, during two 
days of questioning, did not 
ask him even one question 
about these accounts.

Seeking the dismissal 
of  the lookout circular, he 

referred to an earlier Delhi 
High Court order that said 
that lookout circulars could 
be issued only against per-
sons deliberately evading ar-
rest or not appearing before 
the probe agencies.

Subramanium told the 
apex court that the lookout 
circular was issued in “rar-
est of  rare cases” and the 
circular against his client 
“seriously encroaches on 
(his) fundamental rights”.

The senior counsel said 
the subject matter of inquiry 
was not Karti Chidambram 
but his father and Congress 
leader P. Chidambram who 
was the Finance Minister 
when the FIPB clearance 
was given to INX Media 
in 2007.

He told the court that 
the entire matter relates to 
a listed company in which 
Karti Chidambram held 
0.75% shares and the over-
seas property he bought 
in view of  his daughter’s 
education.

Kumar replaced Arvind Panagariya, 
an Indian-American economist who 
left the think tank yesterday to return to 
academia.

Kumar was a senior fellow at the Cen-
tre for Policy Research (CPR). He holds 
a DPhil in economics from Oxford and a 
PhD from Lucknow University.

Earlier, he had also served as Secretary 
General of  industry association Ficci.

He was a member of  the National 
Security Advisory Board between 2006 
and 2008.

Kumar had also served as the chief  
economist of  the Confederation of  Indian 
Industries (CII) and held senior positions 
in the Asian Development Bank, the 
Indian Ministry of  Industries, and the 
Ministry of  Finance.

File photo of former Air Chief Marshal S P Tyagi PTI

CBI files chargesheet in Rs 3,726 cr AgustaWestland case
New Delhi, Sep. 1 (IANS): 
The CBI on Friday filed 
a chargesheet in Rs 3,726 
crore AgustaWestland VVIP 
chopper case against former 
Indian Air Force chief S.P. 
Tyagi and eight others.

The agency submitted 
the 30,000-page chargesheet 
before special Central Bu-
reau of Investigation (CBI) 
judge Arvind Kumar. 

Tyagi’s cousin Sanjeev 
alias Julie, then IAF Vice 
Chief J.S. Gujral and advo-
cate Gautam Khaitan are 
among four Indians named 
in the chargesheet which 
mentioned Khaitan as the 
“brain” behind the deal. 

Others named are Ital-
ian defence and aerospace 
major Finmeccanica’s 
former chief Giuseppe Orsi, 
former AgustaWestland 
CEO Bruno Spagnolini and 
three European middleman 
Christian Michel, Guido 
Haschke and Carlo Gerosa. 

Orsi and Spagnolini 
have already been sentenced 
by an Italian court for brib-
ing Indian officials to get the 
contract from India illegally. 

Tyagi, who was Indian 

Air Force chief  from 2004 
to 2007, his brother Sanjeev 
and Khaitan were allegedly 
involved in irregularities in 
the procurement of 12 AW-
101 VVIP helicopters from 
Britain-based AgustaWest-
land. They were arrested in 
December last year by the 
agency in connection with 
the case.  The CBI, which 
registered an FIR in the 
case on March 12, 2013, 
has alleged that Tyagi and 
the other accused received 
kickbacks from AgustaWe-

stland to help the manufac-
turer win the contract. The 
FIR mentioned charges of  
criminal conspiracy, cheat-
ing and the Prevention of  
Corruption Act.

The CBI said the com-
pany was favoured in lieu 
of  illegal gratification ac-
cepted through different 
companies in the name of  
consultancy services. 

Tyagi, the CBI has al-
leged, took bribes of several 
crores, through middlemen 
and a complex route of com-

panies in several countries, 
from AgustaWestland to 
change the specifications 
of  the contract - reducing 
the operational flight ceiling 
from 6,000 metres, as origi-
nally proposed, to 4,500 me-
tres and bringing down the 
cabin height to 1.8 metres.

The twin modifications 
were allegedly meant to rig 
the deal in favour of Agus-
taWestland, which eventu-
ally walked away with the 
order to supply 12 choppers 
for the Communication 
Squadron of the Indian Air 
Force for ferrying the Presi-
dent, the Prime Minister 
and other VVIPs.

Sources said that they 
mapped the trail of  bribes 
which AgustaWestland 
paid to bag the deal of  Rs 
452 crore or 12 per cent of  
the total value of  the deal, 
out of  which Rs 414 crore 
came to Indian officials.

The CBI probe revealed 
that several payments were 
made to the Tyagi broth-
ers by European middle-
men Haschke, Gerosa and 
Michel as part of the alleged 
bribery. 
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News IN BrIef
11 schoolgirls killed in Iran bus 
crash
Tehran, Sep. 1 (PTI/AFP): A bus crash today killed 12 
people in Iran, all but one of them schoolgirls travelling 
to the southern city of Shiraz for a sporting and cultural 
event, state media reported. The bus overturned at 
around 4:00 am, the IRNA news agency cited Said 
Ejraie, the emergency services chief in Darab where the 
accident occurred, as saying. Besides the schoolgirls, 
the other person who died was the driver. Thirty other 
people were injured, and 13 of  them were in serious 
condition, according to state television. Despite its roads 
being in good condition, Iran has a poor record on traffic 
safety, with accidents caused by reckless drivers killing 
thousands of people each year.

US intends to work with Pak to 
take down terrorists: Mattis
Washington, Sep. 1 (PTI): The US intends to work with 
Pakistan to take down terrorists, Defence Secretary Jim 
Mattis has said, asserting that this is what a “responsible” 
nation does. He was responding to questions on 
Pakistan’s reaction to the Afghan and South Asia 
Policy announced by US President Donald Trump last 
Monday. Trump hit out at Pakistan for providing safe 
havens to terror groups that kill American soldiers in 
Afghanistan. He also warned Pakistan that it has “much 
to lose” by harbouring terrorists. Mattis did not respond 
to questions on timeline, if  any, for Pakistan to take 
action against terrorists and terrorist groups. “We intend 
to work with Pakistan in order to take the terrorists down. 
I think that’s what a responsible nation does,” Mattis said 
at a media briefing. 

US-backed Syria force says seizes 
Raqa Old City from IS
Hasakeh (Syria), Sep. 1 (PTI/AFP): US-backed 
fighters today ousted the Islamic State group from 
Raqa’s Old City, a spokesman told AFP, bringing them 
closer than ever to the jihadists’ most well-defended 
positions. “Our forces today seized full control of  the 
Old City in Raqa after clashes with Daesh,” Syrian 
Democratic Forces spokesman Talal Sello said, using 
the Arabic acronym for IS. “We are on the edges of  
IS’s security quarter in the city centre, where most of  
its main bases are.” Most of  IS’s fighters and up to 
25,000 civilians are expected to still be holed up in 
the city centre. The SDF’s Arab and Kurdish fighters 
first broke into Raqa in early June and penetrated its 
Old City a month later. They were able to enter it after 
US-led coalition air strikes opened up two gaps in the 
Rafiqah wall, a 2,500-metre barrier surrounding the 
Old City. The SDF has captured more than 60 percent 
of  Raqa city and most of  the surrounding northern 
province.

AP/PTI

Bangladeshi Muslims travel on an overcrowded train as they head to their hometowns ahead of Eid al-
Adha in Dhaka, Bangladesh, Friday, Sept. 1, 2017. The festival commemorates the story of Abraham and 
his readiness to sacrifice his son as an act of obedience to God, who provided a lamb to be used instead. 

US-Russia ties battered by new row over diplomats

Top CEOs warn Trump on 
ending migrant amnesty

Myanmar death toll surges to 400 
as 30,000 Rohingya flee to B’desh 

Gandhi exhibition, Carnatic music mark Festival of India in Brazil 8,500 people lost in Mediterranean since 2015: UN

China: 15 days’ jail for disrespect of national anthem

Kenya court nullifies president’s 
win, calls for new elections

Harvey: rescue ops intensify as death toll climbs to 47

Moscow, Sep. 1 (PTI/AFP): 
Russia and the United States were 
locked in a fresh diplomatic slug-
ging match today after Washington 
ordered the closure of Moscow’s 
San Francisco consulate and two 
other facilities.

The retaliatory US move came 
as a September 1 deadline was 
reached for Washington to comply 
with a Kremlin demand to slash 
staff  numbers at its Russian dip-
lomatic mission by 755 personnel.

The spat between the two 
nuclear-armed power was an-

other blow to US President Donald 
Trump’s pledge to try to improve 
relations with Russia’s Vladimir 
Putin.

Washington said yesterday 
it had ordered the shuttering of  
Russia’s San Francisco consulate 
and two diplomatic annexes in 
Washington and New York “in 
the spirit of parity,” after Moscow’s 
July demand for it to reduce its 
diplomatic staff.

“The United States has fully 
implemented the decision by the 
government of the Russian Federa-

tion to reduce the size of our mis-
sion in Russia,” State Department 
spokeswoman Heather Nauert 
said in a statement.

Washington said it hoped the 
two sides “can avoid further retali-
atory actions” and improve ties but 
warned it was “prepared to take 
further action as necessary and as 
warranted.” 

Russia’s foreign ministry ex-
pressed “regret at the escalation 
of  tensions” and said it would 
“examine the new measures an-
nounced by the Americans in 

detail after which our reaction will 
be announced.” 

But top diplomat Sergei Lav-
rov avoided blaming the Trump 
administration for the latest ten-
sions and laid the guilt squarely at 
the door of his predecessor Barack 
Obama. “We are open even now 
for constructive cooperation where 
it answers Russian interests,” Lav-
rov said today.

“But it takes two to tango and 
so far our partner is, again and 
again, doing an individual break 
dance.” 

Lavrov is to meet his US coun-
terpart Rex Tillerson in September 
in New York.

The fresh diplomatic spat is 
the latest twist in tortured ties be-
tween the US and Russia, which 
have slumped to their lowest point 
since the Cold War following 
the Kremlin’s seizure of  Crimea 
from Ukraine in 2014.  The West 
slapped punishing sanctions on 
Russia over its meddling in its 
ex-Soviet neighbour, sparking a 
revenge embargo from Moscow 
against agricultural products

Washington, Sep. 1 (PTI/
AFP): The CEOs of  doz-
ens of  big-name US firms 
from Amazon to Apple and 
Facebook pressed President 
Donald Trump today to 
keep an amnesty for people 
brought to the United States 
illegally as children.

In a letter to Trump 
and top Republicans and 
Democrats in Congress, the 
business leaders -- who also 
included executives at Cisco, 
eBay, General Motors, Mar-
riott and Microsoft -- warned 
of  the economic impact 
of  forcing almost 800,000 
people back into the legal 
shadows.

The White House reiter-
ated that Trump has not yet 
decided whether to end the 
Obama-era programme that 
allowed children brought to 
the country illegally before 
they were 16 to get a two-
year renewable work permit.

The programme known 
as DACA, or Deferred Ac-
tion for Childhood Arriv-
als, was instituted by then 
president Barack Obama in 
2012 via executive order and 

could be repealed by Trump 
with the stroke of a pen.

Re c i p i e n t s  o f  t h e 
programme “grew up in 
America, registered with 
our government, submitted 
to extensive background 
checks and are diligently 
giving back to our commu-
nities and paying income 
taxes,” the CEOs argued in 
the letter.

These “hardworking 
young people will lose their 
ability to work legally in this 
country, and every one of  
them will be at immediate 
risk of  deportation. Our 
economy would lose USD 
460.3 billion from the na-
tional GDP and USD 24.6 
billion in Social Security and 
Medicare tax contributions.

Trump had vowed to 
end the program and is un-
der fierce pressure by anti-
immigrant supporters to 
make good on that promise.

Fox News yesterday re-
ported that Trump would 
stop issuing DACA permits 
and allow the existing ones 
to expire.

White House spokes-

woman Sarah Huckabee 
Sanders said the policy was 
still under review. “A final 
decision on that front has 
not been made,” she said.

DACA recipients fear 
their legal status could lapse 
and authorities would be 
able to locate them easily for 
deportation.

The policy has become 
tied up in a debate about 
congressional funding for 
Trump’s proposed wall on 
the border with Mexico.

Some in Congress have 
suggested a deal could be 
reached for the permit sys-
tem to remain in place if  
Congress agrees to release 
funding for the wall.

White House officials 
offered differing views on 
when Trump may make a 
decision. Some said it could 
come this week and others 
said it would have to wait 
until after mega-storm Har-
vey subsides. 

Texas alone has issued 
over 200,000 permits or re-
newals, according to the 
Department of  Homeland 
Security.

Cox’s Bazar (Bangladesh), 
Sep. 1 (PTI/AFP): Around 
400 people - most of  them 
Rohingya Muslims - have 
died in communal violence 
searing through Myanmar’s 
Rakhine state, the army 
chief’s office said today, with 
tens of thousands forced to 
flee across the border into 
Bangladesh.

A further 20,000 Ro-
hingya have massed along 
the Bangladeshi frontier, 
while scores of  desperate 
people have drowned at-
tempting to cross the Naf, 
a border river, in makeshift 
boats.

Reports of  massacres 
and the systematic torching 
of villages by security forces 
- as well as by militants - 
have further amplified ten-
sions, raising fears that com-
munal violence in Rakhine 
is spinning out of control.

“Until August 30, a large 
number of terrorists carried 
out 52 waves of attacks on 
security forces ... in those at-
tacks, 370 bodies of terrorists 
were found and nione other 
captured alive,” a statement 
posted on the Facebook page 
of  Commander-in-Chief  
Min Aung Hlaing’s office 
said today. Fifteen security 
forces and 14 civilians have 
also died in eight days of  
fighting, it added.

It was unclear if  the 
deaths of 78 militants killed 
last Friday in raids on police 
posts that sparked the cur-
rent round of violence had 
been included in the toll.

Either way, it is the 
bloodiest chapter yet in a 
bitter five-year crisis that 
has torn apart Rakhine state 
along ethnic and religious 
lines, displaced the Ro-

hingya in huge numbers and 
heaped international con-
demnation on Myanmar’s 
army and the government of  
Aung San Suu Kyi.

Rights groups say the 
true toll is likely much high-
er.

They allege massacres of  
Rohingya led by Myanmar 
security forces and ethnic 
Rakhine Buddhist mobs.

Fortify Rights, an NGO 
with a focus on Myanmar, 
said eyewitnesses alleged 
mobs shot and hacked down 
Rohingya villagers - includ-
ing children - in a five-hour 
“killing spree” in the village 
of Chut Pyin in Rathedaung 
township on Sunday after-
noon.

The allegations could 
not be independently veri-
fied by AFP as the area is 
off-limits to reporters.

Myanmar’s Informa-
tion Committee appeared 
earlier this week to confirm 
a major security operation 
took place around the village 
on Sunday afternoon as a 
patrol clashed with scores of  
Rohingya militants.

But it is hard to pin 
down exact details amid the 
claims and counter-claims 
of  abuses and violence by 
the opposing sides.

Desperate to reach 
Bangladesh, thousands of  
Rohingya have taken to 
makeshift boats in an effort 
to cross the Naf river which 
separates the two countries.

The UN says at least 
27,000 have made it across.

But others died trying to 
flee burning villages.  Eight-
een bodies washed ashore in 
Bangladesh today, a border 
official said, lifting the toll 
over the last two days to 41.

Brasilia, Sep. 1 (IANS): 
An exhibition on the life of  
Mahatma Gandhi and an 
enthralling performance of  
Carnatic music by renowned 
Indian musicians marked the 
opening of the 10-day Festi-
val of  India in Brasilia that 
was attended by senior Bra-
zilian government officials, 
ambassadors, media, culture 
lovers and friends of India.

The event, on August 31, 
was held at the University of  
Brasilia (UnB). 

The Festival of  India is 
being organised in Brasilia, 
São Paulo and Rio de Janeiro 
by the Indian Ministry of  
Culture and the Embassy of  

India in Brazil to celebrate the 
completion of 70 years of In-
dia’s independence, an Indian 
Embassy press release said.

The exhibition on the life 
of  Mahatma Gandhi was 
inaugurated by Ambassador 
of India in Brazil Sunil Lal. 
The bilingual exhibition in 
English and Portuguese fa-
miliarized the Brazilian visi-
tors with fascinating aspects 
of the Mahatma’s life and his 
decisive role in India’s inde-
pendence. This was followed 
by the soulful performance 
of Indian Carnatic music by 
Anuroop Sugathan on the 
violin, Govindarajan and 
Palakal who were the vocal-

ists and Viswanathan on the 
Mridangam. 

In an evening marked by 
patriotic fervour and invoca-
tion of the divine, the Brazil-
ian audience were treated to 
renditions of Vande Mataram 
and devotional and classical 
Carnatic numbers, reaching 
the crescendo with a rendi-
tion of  the Indian National 
Anthem. The group of musi-
cians are to perform in São 
Paulo and Rio de Janeiro. 

The Brazilian friends of  
India would be treated to 
another stellar evening of  
a Kathak performance by 
an 11-member group led 
by Nandini Singh in Bra-

silia on Friday. This would 
be followed by Kathak per-
formances in São Paulo and 
Rio de Janeiro. The widely 
appreciated exhibition on 
Mahatma Gandhi would also 
be on display in São Paulo.

The final leg of  the fes-
tival would celebrate Indian 
literature with renowned In-
dian poets Siva Reddy Kolli, 
Shauq Mohammed Shafi 
Lone and Monalisa Jena 
sharing gems of Indian litera-
ture in Telugu, Kashmiri and 
Odia languages, with their 
translations, to introduce 
the Brazilian audience to the 
fascinating world of  Indian 
poetry, in all the three cities. 

London, Sep. 1 (IANS): At least 
8,500 people have died or disappeared 
while attempting to cross the Mediter-
ranean since 2015, latest UN figures 
revealed on Friday.

According to the figures released 
by the UN Refugee Agency (UN-
HCR), 4,337 people are believed to 
have drowned since September 2016 
while attempting to reach European 
shores, reports the Guardian. 

Most departed from Libya bound 
for Italy, from Turkey bound for 
Greece or from Morocco bound for 
Spain. 

A further 4,185 people died in the 
previous 12 months, from September 
1, 2015 until the end of August 2016.

The figures were released to mark 
the second death anniversary of Alan 

Kurdi, the three-year-old Syrian boy 
whose body was washed ashore in 
Turkey.

The boy’s death also inspired 
Khaled Hosseini, the bestselling au-
thor of “The Kite Runner”, to write a 
short story titled “Sea Prayer” about 
a Syrian father who pleads with the 
waters to keep his child safe while 
they are on a boat.

Hosseini, a UNHCR goodwill 
ambassador, has been an advocate 
for refugees since 2006, travelling to 
Afghanistan, Chad, Iraq, Jordan and 
Uganda.

Photographs of  Alan’s body ly-
ing face down on the sand near the 
Turkish resort of  Bodrum on Sep-
tember 2, 2015 dominated front pages 
worldwide

“The way I thought about it, when 
I saw the photo, was all the unseen 
work that goes into the raising of a 
child,” he told the Guardian in an 
interview. 

“All the private worries, the pri-
vate anxieties... We worry and fret 
over their wellbeing, and to have done 
all that work, and see the person that 
you poured all that love and all that 
passion and all that work into, and to 
see that body lying face down on the 
beach....”

Clampdowns on routes to Europe 
via Libya and restrictions imposed on 
the Turkey-Greece route are leading 
to hundreds risking their lives crossing 
the Strait of Gibraltar from Morocco 
to Spain on inflatable vessels and 
rickety fishing boats. 

Beijing, Sep. 1 (PTI): Dis-
respecting China’s national 
anthem will invite a 15-day 
jail term from next month 
after the Chinese parliament 
today passed a tough law 
criminalising the inappropri-
ate use of the song.

China’s national anthem 
- “March of the Volunteers” 
- will only be allowed at 
formal political gatherings, 
including the opening and 
closing of National People’s 
Congress (NPC) sessions, 
and other major official 
events such as diplomatic 
occasions, state-run Xinhua 
news agency reported.

It will be illegal to use 
the national anthem during 
funerals, “inappropriate” 

private occasions, commer-
cials or as background music 
in public places, according to 
the report.

The law, to be imple-
mented from October 1, says 
violators, including those 
who maliciously modify the 
lyrics or distort and disre-
spect the national anthem 
can be detained for up to 
15 days or held criminally 
liable.

The anthem must be 
included in textbooks for 
students at primary and sec-
ondary schools, and people 
are encouraged to sing it 
on appropriate occasions to 
express patriotism.

China has already adopt-
ed laws covering its national 

flag in 1990 and national 
emblem in 1991.

“The national anthem is 
different from other songs, it 
is the symbol of  our coun-
try,” said well-known music 
composer Jin Fuzai. “The 
law ensures people will be 
more serious when playing 
or singing the song.” 

Reports previously said 
that the national anthem 
should not be used in brand 
logos or advertisements, per-
formed at funerals and other 
improper events or played as 
background music at public 
places.

“March of  the Volun-
teers” has lyrics by poet Tian 
Han and music composed 
by Nie Er.

Nairobi (Kenya), Sep. 1 (PTI/AP): Kenya’s 
Supreme Court today nullified President 
Uhuru Kenyatta’s election win last month as 
unconstitutional and called for new elections 
within 60 days, shocking a country that had 
been braced for further protests by opposi-
tion supporters.

Kenyatta said he “personally disagrees” 
with the ruling but respects it, but he lashed 
out at the judges, saying that “six people 
have decided they will go against the will of  
the people.” He called for peace in a country 
where some elections have been followed by 
deadly violence.

No presidential election in the East Af-
rican economic hub has ever been nullified. 
Opposition members danced in the streets, 
marvelling at the setback for Kenyatta, the 
son of the country’s first president, in the 
long rivalry between Kenya’s leading politi-
cal families. 

“It’s a very historic day for the people 
of  Kenya and by extension the people of  
Africa,” said opposition candidate Raila 
Odinga, who had challenged the vote. “For 
the first time in the history of African democ-
ratisation, a ruling has been made by a court 
nullifying irregular election of a president.

This is a precedent-setting ruling.” 
The six-judge bench ruled 4-2 in favour 

of the petition filed by Odinga. He claimed 
the electronic voting results were hacked into 
and manipulated in favour of Kenyatta, who 
had won a second term with 54 per cent of  

the vote.
The court did not place blame on Keny-

atta or his party.
It said the election commission “com-

mitted illegalities and irregularities ... in the 
transmission of results, substance of which 
will be given in the detailed judgment of the 
court” that will be published within 21 days.

Odinga’s lawyer had argued that a scru-
tiny of  the forms used to tally the ballots 
had anomalies that affected nearly 5 million 
votes.

Commission chairman Wafula Chebu-
kati said today they will make personal 
changes before the new vote, and he invited 
the prosecution of any staffer found to be 
involved in malpractice.

Odinga called for the election commis-
sion to be disbanded.

The lead counsel for the president, 
Ahmednassir Abdulahi, told the court 
that the nullification was a “very political 
decision” but said they will live with the 
consequences.

International election observers, includ-
ing former Secretary of  State John Kerry, 
had said they saw no interference with the 
vote. 

Two dozen countries including the 
United States, which already had congratu-
lated Kenyatta on his victory, issued a joint 
statement today saying the court’s ruling 
“demonstrated Kenya’s resilient democracy 
and commitment to the rule of law.”

Houston, Sep. 1 (PTI): Rescue 
work has intensified in Texas with 
officials launching search opera-
tions and saving people stuck in 
the receding floodwaters in the 
aftermath of  Hurricane Harvey, 
one of the most destructive storms 
in American history that claimed 
at least 47 lives.

Nearly a week after Hurricane 
Harvey slammed into the Texas 
coast, desperate residents remain 
stranded without food and water in 
the wake of unprecedented flood-
ing. Authorities are searching for 
survivors and have made helicopter 
rescues from rooftops as the death 
toll from Harvey climbed to at least 
47, the CNN reported.

Thousands of emergency res-
cue teams officials are helping 
people affected by the deluge. The 
officials are assessing the storm’s 
trail of destruction in Houston as 
the flood waters slowly started to 
recede in southeastern Texas.

Brazoria County officials have 
warning that roughly 517 km of  
the county will be inundated with 

water from the Brazos River, which 
is projected to continue rising.

Yesterday, the Houston Fire 
Department had received 800 
service calls, but only 22 were 
water-related, a spokesperson said.

Houston remained flooded, 
and police continued rescuing 
people as officials searched homes 
looking for trapped residents.

Beaumont city in southeastern 
Texas, home to more than 118,000 
people, 145-km away from Hou-
ston, woke up without drinking 
water supply yesterday.

The Baptist Hospital in Beau-
mont city is evacuating patients 
and shutting down emergency 
services because the city is without 
a working water supply.

“Due to the city-wide lack of  
services, we have no other alter-
native but to discontinue all serv-
ices which will include emergency 
services. This is being done imme-
diately. The hospital needs about 
50,000 gallons of  water a day to 
run,” hospital medical director Ali 
Osman said.

The death toll and the number 
of people who were homeless by 
the storm continues to grow.

In Harvey’s aftermath, authori-
ties confronted crises on several 
fronts. The remnants of Hurricane 
Harvey carried its wrath up the 
Mississippi Delta yesterday, but not 
before hammering the Gulf Coast 
with more punishing cloudbursts 
and growing threats that included 
reports of “pops” and “chemical 
reactions” at a crippled chemical 
plant and the collapse of the drink-
ing water system in a Texas city.

In Crosby, Texas, about 48 km 
northeast of  Houston, alarming 
reports emerged about the danger 
posed by a chemical plant after the 
French company operating the fa-
cility said explosions were possible.

A fire official today said au-
thorities are monitoring a flooded 
chemical plant near Houston after 
a blaze caused by an explosion was 
put out. The Neches River in east 
Texas surged far beyond its banks, 
into streets, houses and businesses 
in the city of almost 120,000 people 

112 km east-northeast of Houston, 
reaching six feet above the previous 
record by afternoon, the National 
Weather Service reported.

This city of  nearly 120,000 
residents sits near the Texas Gulf  
Coast about 48 km west of  the 
the Louisiana border. The police 
department said it has to wait until 
water levels recede before it can 
determine the extent of the damage 
and make any needed repairs.

Meanwhile, Houston officials 
ordered mandatory evacuation of  
areas around the Barker Reservoir, 
as flooding from that basin, and the 
nearby Addicks Reservoir, contin-
ued to pour into neighborhoods on 
the city’s western edge.

In other parts of the city, flood-
waters receded, exposing countless 
losses and new hazards, like ruined 
and abandoned vehicles blocking 
roads, damaged electrical systems, 
and mold.

As residents of the region tried 
to assess the damage and some 
returned to their homes, weather 
forecasters said more rain are ex-

pected early next week.
The White House said Presi-

dent Donald Trump will donate 
USD 1 million of  his personal 
money for flood relief operations 
in Texas and Louisiana.

Vice President Mike Pence met 
with people reeling under the ram-
page caused by Hurricane Harvey 
in Texas and promised them of full 
support by his government until the 
state is back on its feet. 

More than 30,000 people re-
mained in shelters in the region.

Houston fire officials said they 
would begin going door- to-door 
in search for victims, a process that 
could take up to two weeks.

“The shelter mission is the big-
gest battle that we have right now,” 
said Brock Long, the administrator 
of  the Federal Emergency Man-
agement Agency (FEMA). 

FEMA reported that 95,745 
people in Texas had been approved 
for emergency assistance, including 
rent, repairs and lost property. The 
agency has so far paid out about 
USD 57 million.



S
inger Miley Cyrus is 
helping out victims of  
Hurricane Harvey in a 
major way by donating 
$500,000 to the relief  

efforts for the city of Houston.
Cyrus announced it on “The 

Ellen DeGe-
neres Show” 
on Wednesday, 
reports usmaga-
zine.com.

She said she 
is working with 
her Happy Hippie 
Foundation to 
help the victims 
of the devastating 
storm.

“I want to put 
a spotlight on the 
Happy Hippie 

Foundation. You do so much 
good. And what Miley is doing 
today, Miley has just told us back 
stage that she is donating $500,000 
to Hurricane Harvey relief. You’re 
amazing,” DeGeneres said on the 
show.

Cyrus then broke down in 
tears while explaining why she 
decided to step up with such a 
huge contribution.

“Thank you! It’s going to 
make me cry, so I can’t really 
talk about it. I don’t know why it 
makes me so upset,” Cyrus said.

She added: “I just hope people 
know -- I couldn’t fake it. Just my 
grandma is sitting here, my mom 
is here and I go home to my seven 
dogs, and if I didn’t have that any-
more, it would just be really hard.”

IANS

A
ctor Tyler Perry 
has announced 
that he is 
donating $1 
million to relief  

efforts in Texas following the 
destruction left by Hurricane 
Harvey.

The 47-year-old made the 
announcement on Facebook 
on Thursday, reports tmz.
com.

Out of the total amount, 
Perry will donate $250,000 to 
pastor Joel Osteen’s Lake-
wood Church.

“I know that there’s been 
some controversy about Joel 
Osteen and him not opening 
the doors of the church. Joel 
and Victoria are amazing 
people -- there’s no way that 

they would 
lock people 
out of the 
church 
or not let 
people seek 
shelter,” 
Perry wrote.

“There 
were some 
safety 
concerns, 
and I spoke 
to them on 
the phone, 
and it all made perfect sense 
to me. So, before you just 
run and judge someone real 
quick, you need to know the 
whole circumstances,” he 
added.

IANS

S
inger Harry Styles 
made a sweet 
gesture in 
honour 
of a fan 

injured in the 
Manchester 
terror attack.

The 
former One 
Direction 
singer, 23, 
dedicated a 
performance of  
his song “Sign of  
the times” to Freya 
Lewis while filming 
his BBC concert special 
on Wednesday, August 30, 
reports usmagazine.com. 

Lewis was hospital-
ised for multiple fractures, 
lacerations and burns after a 
suicide bombing at Ariana 

Grande’s concert at the Man-
chester Arena in May.

“(Harry) said he was 
dedicating (the song) 

to his friend Freya,” 
said the 14-year-
old girl’s sister 
Georgia Lewis. 

“We were all 
crying after that. 
It was an incred-
ible night. Freya 
was very happy 

and extremely 
emotional to meet 

him,” she added. 
Styles found fame as 

a part of “X Factor”-created 
band One Direction. He will 
appear in “X Factor” season 
14 this year. The show will 
premiere in India on Vh1 on 
Monday. 

IANS

A
ctor Richard Anderson, who 
portrayed Oscar Goldman 
in the 1970s series “The Six 
Million Dollar Man” and its 
spinoff “The Bionic Wom-

an”, has passed aay. He was 91.
Anderson breathed his last on Thurs-

day, reports variety.com.
Anderson, who was mentored by actor 

Cary Grant and received a career boost 
when he was cast in Stanley Kubrick’s 
anti-war classic “Paths of Glory”, died 

at his home in Beverly Hills, his publicist 
Jonathan Taylor announced.

He also portrayed a colonel in another 
notable war film, “Seven Days in May”.

His first wife was Carol Lee Ladd, the 
step-daughter of actor Alan Ladd. His 
second wife was Katharine Thalberg, the 
daughter of Oscar-winning actress Norma 
Shearer. Both marriages ended in divorce.

Anderson is survived by his daughters 
Ashley, Brooke and Deva.

IANS
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Mel B accused of being a homewrecker herself
Singer Mel B reportedly fears being branded a homewrecker over an affair with a mar-
ried policeman. This comes after she accused her former nanny of doing the same to 
her. Mel B has grown close to the police officer named Ryan Lawrence, who has been 
staying over at the singer’s Beverly Hills home up to five nights a week, reports mirror.
co.uk. Lawrence’s wife Morgan fled the marital home over the alleged relationship af-
ter branding Mel B. She also told her on Instagram: “You will never replace me.” The 
crisis between Lawrence and Morgan’s marriage comes after Mel B was accused of  
falsely painting former nanny Lorraine Gilles as a “homewrecker, prostitute and ex-
tortionist”. Mel B said that the nanny had an affair with her former husband Stephen 
Belafonte, with who she is locked in a divorce battle. (IANS)

Tyler Perry, Miley Cyrus donates 
to help Hurricane Harvey victims

Harry Styles meets fan 
injured in Manchester attack

Actor Richard Anderson dies at 91

10 am, 12.30 pm, 3 pm, 8 pm:  Badshaaho (Hindi)

TickeT raTes
Silver Rs. 80
Gold Rs. 150

Platinum Rs. 320

HILL STAR 
Movie Schedule

Hill Star is thrilled to announce its valued 
HillStarCinema fans that the hall is now 

live at BookMyShowIN You can now BUY 
tickets online! 

5.30 pm:  Shubh Mangal Shavdhan (Hindi)
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Stephen Constantine

Horn’s victory over Pacquiao in July was hotly contested and triggered an outcry in the Philippines.

AP/PTI
Portugal’s Cristiano Ronaldo reacts after scoring his side’s fourth goal during the World Cup Group B 
qualifying soccer match between Portugal and Faroe Islands at the Bessa Stadium in Porto, Portugal on 
Thursday.

AP/PTI
Roger Federer, of Switzerland, reacts after defeating Mikhail Youzhny, of Russia, during the second round 
of the U.S. Open tennis tournament on Thursday in New York.

11

Federer, Nadal battle through at 
US Open, women’s draw takes hit

Pacquiao pulls out of title rematch with Horn

Ronaldo scores 3 in Portugal win, passes Pele in goals table

St Kitts’ tie was a wake-
up call for us: Constantine

New York, Sep. 1 (AFP): 
Former champions Roger 
Federer and Rafael Nadal 
battled into the US Open 
last 32 on Thursday while 
the women’s draw lost the 
fifth seed from its top eight.

Federer recorded his 
80th career win in New 
York but he needed five 
sets for the second succes-
sive match before claiming 
a 6-1, 6-7 (3/7), 4-6, 6-4, 
6-2 triumph over Mikhail 
Youzhny.

It was his 17th win in 
17th meetings with the griz-
zled Russian, who, at 35, is 
his junior by just one year.

World number one 
Nadal, meanwhile, saw 
off  Japan’s world 121 Taro 
Daniel 4-6, 6-3, 6-2, 6-2 
after being blown off  court 
in the first set.

Federer, 36, and the 
five-time champion at the 
US Open, next faces an-
other 35-year-old, Feliciano 
Lopez of Spain, for a place 
in the last 16. His record 
against Lopez is just as solid 
-- 12-0.

“It was quite a lot of  
fun out there -- I feel quite 
warmed up by now,” said 
Australian Open and Wim-
bledon champion Federer, 
who fired 63 winners and 
68 unforced errors.

Youzhny admitted he 
had cramped, which meant 
he could move left to right 
but not forward and back.

“That  was hard to 
watch,” said Federer. “But 
this was probably the best 
match we have played 
against each other.”

Top seed Nadal, the 

Porto, Sep. 1 (PTI/AP): 
Cristiano Ronaldo scored 
a hat trick to move past 
Pele on the list of  all-time 
international goalscorers 
as Portugal beat Faeroe 
Islands 5-1 to stay close 
to Switzerland at the top 
of  Group B in World Cup 
European qualifying.

Ronaldo netted with 
a neat volley from inside 
the area then added two 
other goals to surpass the 
Brazil great and move into 
second place on the list of  
Europe’s all-time scorers 
with 78 goals. He’s six be-
hind Hungary great Ferenc 
Puskas.

Pele scored 77 goals for 
Brazil.

Switzerland stayed 
perfect in qualifying by 
defeating Andorra 3-0 in a 
match interrupted by poor 
pitch conditions under 
heavy rain in St. Gallen.

The Swiss reached 21 
points, three more than 
second- placed Portugal, 
and is guaranteed to fin-
ish first or second in the 
group. The winner auto-
matically qualifies for the 
2018 World Cup in Russia, 
while the runner-up has to 
go through a playoff.

2010 and 2013 champion, 
was rocked by New York-
born Daniel in the first set.

But Daniel, who has 
never beaten a top-10 player, 
paid the price for his all-out 
assault as Nadal prevailed 
to book a third round date 
with Argentine lucky loser 
Leonardo Mayer.

“All the matches are 
difficult but especially here 
as everyone wants to play 
their best and if  you don’t 
play your best it will be very 
difficult,” said Nadal, who 
recovered from a set and 
break down.

He saw room for im-
provement after converting 
six of 11 break points.

“I didn’t play very well 

but I will work hard to find 
better feelings because I 
know I can do much better,” 
he said.

Andrey Rublev became 
the second teenager to make 
the third round when he 
stunned Bulgarian seventh 
seed Grigor Dimitrov 7-5, 
7-6 (7/3), 6-3.

Rublev, just 19 and the 
world number 53, joins 
18-year-old Denis Shapo-
valov of Canada in the last 
32 at a Grand Slam event 
for the first time.

However, 19-year-old 
Taylor Fritz of  the United 
States was unable to join 
Rublev and Shapovalov in 
the next round when he lost 
6-4, 6-4, 4-6, 7-5 to Austrian 

sixth seed Dominic Thiem.
Thiem saved 16 of  18 

break points he faced in a 
stalwart defensive display.

Also going through to 
the last 32 was 2009 cham-
pion Juan Martín Del Po-
tro, the 24th seeded Argen-
tine, who saw off  Spanish 
qualifier Adrian Menendez-
Maceiras 6-2, 6-3, 7-6 (7/3).

Belgian ninth seed Dav-
id Goffin beat Guido Pella 
of Argentina 3-6, 7-6 (7/5), 
6-7 (2/7), 7-6 (7/4), 6-3 
in a marathon 4hr 12min 
match.
- Women play longest 
match –
A record was set when 
American Shelby Rogers 
and 25th-seeded Australian 

Daria Gavrilova played out 
the longest ever women’s 
singles match.

Their 3hr 33min clash 
saw Rogers win 7-6 (8/6), 
4-6, 7-6 (7/5).

Their second-round tie 
went past the previous long-
est of  the 3 hours and 23 
minutes it took Johanna 
Konta to beat Garbine Mu-
guruza in the second round 
two years ago.

Russian eighth seed 
Svetlana Kuznetsova, the 
2004 champion, saw her 
outside chances of  taking 
the world number one rank-
ing end when she lost to 
Japan’s Kurumi Nara 6-3, 
3-6, 6-3.

Kuznetsova is the fifth 
of  the top eight seeds to 
lose before the third round 
after Simona Halep, Caro-
line Wozniacki, defending 
champion Angelique Ker-
ber and Johanna Konta also 
exited.

World number one 
Karolina Pliskova, the 2016 
runner-up, downed Ameri-
can qualifier Nicole Gibbs 
2-6, 6-3, 6-4.

She was joined in the 
third round by fourth seed 
Elina Svitolina, one of  
the pretenders to her top 
ranking, and French Open 
champion Jelena Ostap-
enko. Ukraine’s Svitolina 
reached the last 32 for a 
third successive year by 
breezing past Russia’s Ev-
geniya Rodina 6-4, 6-4.

Ostapenko, the 12th-
seeded Latvian, made the 
third round for the first time 
with a 6-4, 6-4 win against 
Romania’s Sorana Cirstea.

Brisbane, Sep. 1 (AFP): 
Filipino great Manny Pac-
quiao on Friday pulled out 
of  a rematch with world 
champion Jeff  Horn, leav-
ing the Australian looking 
for another challenger in his 
title defence.

The Queensland state 
government, the fight’s fi-
nancial backers, made the 
announcement two months 
ahead of the scheduled No-
vember 12 bout.

“We have been advised 
today that Manny Pacqui-
ao... cannot return to the 
ring on 12 November as 
proposed,” Queensland 
Premier Annastacia Pal-
aszczuk said in a statement.

“I am advised Mr Pac-
quiao, who is also a Senator 
of the Philippines, will have 

other commitments at that 
time.”

She said her govern-
ment would continue to 
support Horn’s WBO world 
welterweight title defence, 
whoever the challenger is.

The unheralded Aus-
tralian stunned the boxing 
world with a unanimous 
12-round decision over Pac-
quiao in Brisbane on July 2, 
a hotly contested result that 
triggered an outcry in the 
Philippines.

The World Boxing Or-
ganisation moved to quell 
the controversy by re-scor-
ing the fight with a different 
set of  judges -- who found 
that Horn won by seven 
rounds to five.

It ordered the scoring 
review at the request of the 

Philippines’ Games and 
Amusements Board, which 
criticised the judges and the 
referee.

In the twilight of  a 22-
year pro career in which 
he won world titles in an 
unprecedented eight weight 
divisions, Pacquiao had 
initially called for a rematch 
despite US trainer Freddie 
Roach advising him to quit.

Pa c q u i a o  h a s  n o t 
stopped an opponent in 
eight years and briefly quit 
boxing last year to pursue 
his long-held political ambi-
tions and was elected sena-
tor.

But he quickly made 
a successful comeback 
against Jessie Vargas in No-
vember before losing to 
Horn.

Hungary stayed a dis-
tant third with 10 points 
after defeating last-placed 
Latvia 3-1 at home.

Ronaldo scored twice 
in the first half  and once 

after the break to reach 14 
goals in seven Group B 
matches.

The Real Madrid strik-
er opened the scoring with 
a side- volley by the far 

post. He added his second 
by converting a penalty 
kick, and the third came 
after a neat fake shot that 
fooled a defender and left 
him open in front of  the 

goal.
William Carvalho and 

Nelson Oliveira also scored 
for the defending Europe-
an champions, which have 
won six straight matches 
since their opening loss at 
Switzerland.

Switzerland overcame 
poor pitch conditions in 
St. Gallen to defeat Andor-
ra for its seventh straight 
victory in Group B.

The match was inter-
rupted in each half  as 
workers came on the field 
to clear standing water.

Haris Seferovic scored 
just before halftime and 
again after the break, and 
Stephan Lichtsteiner add-
ed the final goal for the 3-0 
victory. Hungary kept pace 
with Switzerland and Por-
tugal thanks to a routine 
3-1 win over last-placed 
Latvia.

Ta m a s  K a d a r  a n d 
Adam Szalai scored for 
Hungary in the first half  
and Balazs Dzsudzsak 
added the third following 
the break after Gints Frei-
manis had pulled Latvia 
closer before halftime. 
The victory left Hungary 
five points clear of  fourth- 
placed Faeroe Islands.

New Delhi, Sep. 1 (PTI): 
National football coach 
Stephen Constantine says 
the 1-1 drawn game with 
lower-placed St Kitts and 
Nevis in the tri-nation se-
ries was a wake-up call for 
India ahead of  their AFC 
Asian Cup Qualifier 2019 
against Macau.

The draw against St 
Kitts and Nevis on August 
24 drew the curtains on 
India’s nine-match win-
ning streak.

And Constantine said 
the team has learnt valu-
able lessons from the en-
counter ahead of  the away 
match against Macau.

“The game against 
St Kitts and Nevis was a 
wake-up call for us. We 
made a mistake in defend-
ing a corner and we paid 
for it. To me, it was a les-
son learnt as we need to be 
more focused and deter-
mined,” said Constantine.

“Also, we had chances 
to win the match but as we 
didn’t take it and had to 
settle for a draw.

“What I mean to say 
is that you won’t get that 
many chances against 
Macau. So we need to be 
on our toes,” he said.

Constantine said India 
has “healthy respect” for 
Macau and their main aim 
would be to finish off  the 

game.
“Let us not forget that 

they will be playing at 
home and in front of  their 
home crowd and like all 
other teams, they will be 
playing to win at home,” 
the India coach said.

“Perhaps on paper, all 

may label us to have the 
advantage but unless you 
go and play, and do the 
right work on the pitch, 
you won’t be able to come 
back with a result. We 
need to continue doing the 
hard work on match day 
and need to finish it off.



Valentino Rossi

Japan's forward Takuma Asano celebrates his goal during the World Cup qualifying match between Japan 
and Australia in Saitama, which saw the Blue Samurai secure a sixth successive finals appearance.

Mercedes' Lewis Hamilton ahead of the Italian Grand Prix.
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KTC Cup 2017 underway

Boxer Laishram felicitated

Chozuba Village lifts Kuniho memorial trophy

MotoGP racer Valentino Rossi breaks 
right leg during training, has surgery

Wayne Rooney charged 
with drink-driving

Nagaland Football Association informs

Tuensang badminton league from Sept 9

Indian women rise in FIFA rankings

Chaba’s brace lift Addax FC to victory over Forerunners' FC
Lewis Hamilton wants to wipe 
the smile off Vettel's face

Japan hails 'new generation' for reaching World Cup

Player of Addax FC (black) and Forerunners’ FC (white) in action at the Kohima local ground on Friday.
EM Images

Manipur Sports Minister, Letpao Haokip welcoming Arjuna Award 
winner, boxer Laishram Devendro during a reception function at 
Yurembam near Imphal on Friday.

EM Images

Monza (Italy), Sep. 1 (Re-
uters): Lewis Hamilton 
says he is ready to wipe the 
smile from Sebastian Vet-
tel’s face in front of Ferrari 
fans this weekend.

The Mercedes driver 

is seven points behind Fer-
rari’s championship leader 
but can take over at the top 
by winning at Monza, the 
Italian “Temple of Speed”.

“This weekend the ul-
timate goal is obviously 

to win, to put a dent in 
that lead that he’s had all 
season,” Hamilton told re-
porters.

“He’s had that smile 
on his face all year long ... 
so I’m looking forward to 

Tokyo, Sep. 1 (AFP): Ja-
pan saluted its national 
football side Friday after 
they stormed into next 
year's World Cup with a 
comprehensive 2-0 win 
over fierce rivals Australia.

Local media paid trib-
ute to Japan's "generation 
next" after goals from Ta-
kuma Asano and Yosuke 
Ideguchi on Thursday se-
cured a sixth successive 
finals appearance for the 
Blue Samurai.

" C h a n g i n g  o f  t h e 
guard," raved the Nikkan 
Sports daily alongside a 
photo of  senior players 
Keisuke Honda, Shinji 
Kagawa and Shinji Oka-
zaki watching the game 
from the bench.

"Japan break jinx," led 
the Sankei newspaper, re-
ferring to Japan breaking 
a hoodoo by qualifying 
despite losing their open-
ing game for the first time.

Meanwhile, a centre-
spread in the Asahi news-
paper also credited Japan's 
young players under the 
headline:

"New generation lead 
us to the world stage."

The excitement of  the 

Our Correspondent
Imphal, Sep. 1 (EMN): 
Arjuna Awardee, boxer 
Laishram Devendro 
was accorded a warm 
welcome today at YDC 
Community Hall, Yure-
mbam in the outskirts 
of  Imphal on Friday. 
Speaking at the recep-
tion function organised 
by Youth Development 
Club,

Yurembam Awang 
Leikai, Youth Affairs 
and Sports Minister Let-
pao Haokip

said that he had con-
sidered Arjuna Award 
or any other National 
awards

unachievable for 
sports persons of  the 
NE region. He said that 
it is matter of  pride for 
the State to see recipi-
ents of National Awards 
including the prestigious 

Our Correspondent
Kohima, Sep. 1 (EMN): 
Imlongchaba scored two 
goals as Addax FC beat 
Forerunners FC 3-0 in the 
first quarterfinal match of  
the KTC Cup 2017 organ-
ised by Kohima Town Club 
at the Kohima local ground 
on Friday.

A defensive error from 
Forerunners FC side helped 
Imlongchaba to score two 
goals in five minutes in the 
first half  and Shiirhosul 
completed the treble in the 
72nd minute to finish the 
game.

Forerunners FC had a 
hard time as they hit the 
woodwork twice in the first 
half  but failed to find the 
back of  the net through-
out the match.During the 
match, a yellow card was 
issued to Neingurietuo (4) 
of Forerunners' FC.

Addax FC will now face 
the winner played between 
Ziekezou SC and Khriekesa 

FC in the semi final match 
of  the KTC Cup 2017 on 
September 6.

Earlier S.Neibou Sek-
hose, President, Kohima 
District Football Associa-
tion graced the inaugural 
function of  1st KTC Cup 
2017-cum- Kohima Foot-
ball League Trophy as the 
special invitee.

In his short speech, 
he lauded the initiative of  
Kohima Town Club and 
also congratulated the KFL 
2017 champion Ziekezou 
Sporting Club and urged 
the club to shine continu-
ously even in other tourna-
ment and bring laurels to 
the State.

“We all have tendencies 
to criticise the works of  
other which we are suppose 
to do or give a helping hand, 
the time has come, we all 
need to come together and 
contribute for the welfare 
of  our State, especially for 
our younger generation and 

together we can create a bet-
ter world.” said S.Neibou 
Sekhose.

He cited the example of  
Dr. T. Ao stating that to be 
the best or on the top you 
need to walk an extra miles, 
don’t depend on clubs, as-
sociation or government 
work like Dr. T Ao as he 
set as an example whose 
hard work and commit-
ment propelled him towards 
achieving excellence in the 
twin disciplines of  sports 
and Academy.

Today we may not 
have the world standard 
ground, but we have foot-
ball grounds to practice, 
latest football kits and so it's 
up to you to have a strong 
determination to excel than 
you can also become like 
Dr.T.Ao said S.Neibou Sek-
hose.

Saturday's 2nd Quarter-
Final Match:

New Market FC vs 
United 16 FC at 2pm

turning that upside down.”
Hamilton has started 

the last three Italian Grands 
Prix on pole position, win-
ning two of  them and fin-
ishing second last year to 
now-retired team mate and 
eventual title winner Nico 
Rosberg. He also won in 
2012 with McLaren.

Another pole position 
on Saturday would be a 
Formula One record, af-
ter Hamilton equalled for-
mer Ferrari driver Michael 
Schumacher’s 68 in Bel-
gium last weekend, and 
looks highly likely.

British bookmakers Wil-
liam Hill have Hamilton as 
favourite for the race, with 
odds of 1/3 to take pole and 
2/5 to win.

Vettel is third favourite 
for pole, at 6/1 and joint 
second favourite with Mer-
cedes’ Valtteri Bottas to win 
at 9/2.

Ferrari have not won a 
drivers’ championship for a 
decade, with Vettel’s current 
team mate Kimi Raikkonen 
the last in 2007. Vettel took 
his four with Red Bull.

He is the first Ferrari 
driver to lead the cham-
pionship at Monza since 
Fernando Alonso in 2012.

If  most of  the crowd 
will be cheering for Vettel 
and Raikkonen, Hamilton 
was unconcerned.

”I have in the past, 
many years ago, felt that I 
was in the enemy’s back gar-
den,“ he said. ”But in the 
last four or five years I’ve 
had such a great welcome 
here even from the Ferrari 
fans. It’s much appreciated. 
Every time I come I feel at 
home.

”I love it here ... when 
you turn up and see the 
fans at the gate, there’s a lot 
of Ferrari fans there, but at 
least 50 percent of them say 
‘Forza Ferrari, come to Fer-
rari’. I just say thank you. 
It’s a compliment. “If  it‘s a 
battle of how much support 
you have, I have no prob-
lems.” With Vettel signing 
a new deal until 2020, and 
Hamilton set to extend his 
contract, there is no immi-
nent prospect of seeing the 
Briton in red overalls.

Arjuna Award galore thereby 
putting the State into more 
prominence in the Indian 
sports map.

In his speech Dr. Sapam 
Ranjan, MLA of  Konthou-
jam said that the feat achieved 

by Devendro is worthy of cel-
ebration. He also handed Rs. 
50,001/- from his monthly 
salary to Devendro as a token 
of encouragement to achieve 
higher accomplishment in 
future.

Dimapur, Sep. 1 (EMN): 
The 1st Kuniho Memorial 
U-17 Football Tournament 
organised by 111 Bn Bsf  
concluded today with Sh 
Angom Shamoo, DIG BSF 
SHQ Manipur gracing the 
occasion as the chief guest. 
This was stated in a press 
note.

In the final match of  
the tournament,  Chozuba 
Village defeated St An-
drew School, Thenyizumi 

4 - 3 at Chozuba Town local 
ground to lift the Trophy, 
medals and a cash prize of  
Rs 20000/-.  

The runners up team 
collected a trophy, med-
als and a cash prize of  Rs 
10000/-. Third place, Broth-
ers FC, Chetheba walked 
away with a cash prize of Rs 
5000/- and medals. Other 
individual prize winners 
were:
Highest scorer: Toh of  

Chozuba Village - Rs 2000.
Best Player: Thujosa of  
Chozuba Town Youth As-
sociation - Rs 5000.
Best Goal Keeper: Nulhuta 
of  Chozuba Village - Rs 
5000.

The tournament was 
organised by 111 Bn BSF in 
memory of  the martyrs of  
BSF CI Post Lanye and also 
to provide a platform for the 
young football talents of the 
region stated the note.

Ancona (Italy), Sep. 1 (IANS): 
Nine-time world champion mo-
torcycle racer Valentino Rossi on 
Friday successfully underwent sur-
gery to repair displaced fractures of  
the tibia and fibula of  his right leg 
after suffering an accident during 
enduro training, race organisers 
and his team said.

The 38-year-old rider met with 
an accident near his hometown 
of  Tavullia in Italy on Thursday 
and was taken to a hospital in 
Urbino from where, after an initial 
diagnosis, he was transported to a 
medical centre in Ancona to un-
dergo emergency surgery between 
2 a.m. - 3 a.m. on Friday morning, 
reports Efe.

"The surgery went well. This 
morning, when I woke up, I felt 
already good," Rossi said in a 
statement on his Movistar Yamaha 
team's website.

"I'm very sorry for the incident. 
Now I want to be back on my bike 
as soon as possible," Rossi said.

MotoGP said in a statement 
that the surgery had fixed his frac-
tures using a metal pin and a locked 
intramedullary nail in a trouble-
free early morning operation.

The Italian rider, who has won 
the MotoGP world championship 

Dimapur, Sep. 1 (EMN): 
The Nagaland Football As-
sociation (NFA) in a press 
note stated that it will be 
conducting a scouting camp 
for The Tata Trust Centre 
of Excellence on September 
9, 2017 at 8 am at Kohima 
local ground. Selected boys 
will be trained in their cen-
tre in Aizwal, Mizoram for 
1 year and send to Germany 
for further training.

Requirements (all posi-

tions except goalkeepers)
1. Boys  bor n be-

tween January 1, 2003 to 
December 31, 2007.

2. Shortlisted boys 
should be able to under-
stand instructions in Eng-
lish

3. All boys to carry 
a copy of  age proof  (birth 
certificate)

Requirement (Goal-
keeper)

1. Minimum height l 
70cm.

2. Should be born 
between January 1, 2003 to 
December 31, 2007.

3. All goal keepers to 
carry a copy of  age proof  
(birth certificate)

No TA/DA will be paid. 
Interested boys can contact 
Akho Paul at 8256924495 
on or after September 4, 
2017.

Dimapur, Sep. 1 (EMN): The Tuensang 
District Badminton Association (TDBA) 
in a press note informed that the 1st 
Tuensang Badminton League will com-
mence from September 9, 2017 at the 
Indoor Badminton Stadium Tuensang. 
Entry fee will be as follows: 1. Veteran/

Senior players: Rs. 1000/-
2. Junior (U-17): Rs. 500.
The last date of  submission of  form is on 
or before September 5. Interested play-
ers are therefore requested to submit the 
form to Sarita Gurung, Assistant Gen-
eral Secretary (TDBA) added the note.

New Delhi, Sep. 1 (IANS): The Indian 
women's football team have jumped four 
places to 56 in the latest FIFA rankings.
Currently, India are placed 13th in Asia, 
sandwiched between Iran and Hong 
Kong.
"Development of  women's football is 
one of  our priorities and it's heartening 
to see the Women's Team rise in FIFA 
Rankings. Congratulations," All India
Football Federation (AIFF) General 
Secretary Kushal Das said in a statement 

on Friday.
National Coach Maymol Rocky said: 
"We've seen successes as well as have 
faced quite a few tough competitions of  
late. The rise in FIFA rankings reflects 
our hard work which is being put in by 
the team relentlessly."
"Bringing in new blood and creating 
competition for places in the Team 
has been a process and I'm pleased we 
are moving in the right direction," she 
added.

previous night's celebra-
tions even trickled through 
to normally impassive 
Japanese government of-
ficials.

"They have never pro-
gressed through the Asian 
qualifiers after losing the 
first match," Chief  Cabi-
net Secretary Yoshihide 
Suga told a regular brief-

ing at the prime minister's 
office.

"They began from a 
difficult position but they 
shattered that jinx beauti-
fully. The young players 
showed what they can do 
during (last year's) Rio 
Olympics.

"This is the result of  a 
team following the coach's 

philosophy through hard 
work. I hope they aim high 
at the World Cup."

Fans took to the streets 
following Japan's victory 
as they became the fourth 
side to qualify for Rus-
sia and the celebrations 
went on into the night in 
many bars across Tokyo 
and other major cities.

But  the  sheen was 
taken off  Japan's joy by 
concerns over the future of  
Japan coach Vahid Halil-
hodzic.Reports suggested 
the Franco-Bosnian faced 
the sack if  his team had 
lost to Australia, but after 
the game he revealed he 
had considered leaving Ja-
pan for "personal reasons".

The Japan Football 
Association (JFA) clari-
fied that it was a "family 
matter" but insisted Halil-
hodzic would travel to 
Saudi Arabia for Japan's fi-
nal group B game on Tues-
day. Local media reported 
Friday that a relative was 
battling illness.

Halilhodzic has come 
under fire since Japan 
began the final round of  
Asian qualifiers with a 
shock 2-1 home loss to the 
United Arab Emirates.

But  JFA pres ident 
Kozo Tashima gave his 
backing to the former Al-
geria coach. 

"He has steered us 
through in that manner so 
we want him to stay," he 
told reporters. "We very 
much hope he continues 
until Russia."

seven times as well as one each in the 250cc and 
125cc categories, is currently fourth in the stand-
ings with six races to go this season.

Last time he suffered a major injury, Rossi took 
41 days to get back on his bike.

Should the same recovery times be required 
this year, Rossi would miss at least two MotoGP 
races: the San Marino Grand Prix and MotorLand 
Aragon, to be held later this month.

However, there is a chance he might not be fit 
for the Japanese Grand Prix, which is set to start 
on October 13.

London, Sep. 1 (AFP): 
Everton striker Wayne 
Rooney has been charged 
with drink-driving, British 
police said Friday.

Rooney, England's all-
time record goalscorer and 
former captain, was stopped 
by police near his home in 
Cheshire, northwest Eng-
land, in the early hours of  
Friday.

"The man was arrest-
ed shortly after 2.00am 
(0100GMT) today, Friday 
1 September, after officers 
stopped a black VW Bee-
tle," said a police statement.

Police said 31-year-old 
Rooney "has since been 
charged with driving whilst 
over the prescribed limit."

Rooney had been re-
leased on bail and is due to 
appear at Stockport Magis-
trates' Court on September 
18.

He was seen posing in 
a selfie with cricketer Jack 
McIver in a bar in the up-
market town of  Alderley 
Edge, near his home, on 
Thursday, August 31.

McIver  shared the 
photo of  the pair in the 
Bubble Room on Instagram 
at around 10:00pm (2100 
GMT) that day with the 
comment: "International 
Break #legend".

Rooney announced his 
retirement from interna-
tional football last week, 
having scored 53 goals in 
119 appearances.

He made his decision 
despite England manager 
Gareth Southgate offering 
to recall him for the World 
Cup qualifier against Malta 
on Friday.

Rooney re-joined boy-
hood club Everton in the 
pre-season after a success-
ful 13-year spell at Premier 
League rivals Manchester 
United.

He has seemed reju-
ventated by the move to 
the Liverpool-based club 
and scored in his first two 
Premier League games of  
the 2017/18 campaign, a 
1-0 win over Stoke City and 
a 1-1 draw with Manchester 
City.


