
Rescue work in progress after a five storey building collapsed in Mumbai on Thursday.
PTI

The Chief Minister along with colleagues and Members of US India Business Council 
(USIBC) at New Delhi on Thursday.
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Min.Max. Max.Min.
aizawl 26° 21 °
agartala 32° 26°

gangtok 25° 17°

guwahati 32° 25°

imphal 27° 21°

itanagar 29° 23°

shillong 22° 19°

delhi 31° 26°

Kolkata 33° 26°

chennai 33° 27°

 Max:  Min:
KOHIMA 24° 19°
dIMAPur 34° 25°
 rF:  rH:
KOHIMA 0mm 87%
dIMAPur 0mm 93%
* Rainfall (RF) * Relative humidity (RH)
Temperature in State Capitals
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Mumbai building crash 
kills 22, PM voices grief

ENSF questions recruitment mode, seeks justice 

PIL on parl 
secretaries to be 
heard on  Sep 11

Passenger train services 
to start from 3rd September

Chief Minister meets  US 
India business community

Org  demands steps to repair road leading to Khelhoshe Polytechnic
‘Correct decades of neglect within 15 days’ 

Party will not ask dissidents to return: Shürhozelie 

EastErn Mirror

Mumbai, August 31 
(IANS): In the worst build-
ing crash this monsoon, at 
least 22 persons were killed 
and another 34 injured 
when a 117-year-old, six-
storey building collapsed 
near the J.J. Hospital here 
on Thursday morning, an 
official said.

Another dozen plus 
people were still feared 
trapped under the debris 
as hectic efforts continued 
to save them till late this 
evening, the official said, 
adding the death toll may 
increase.

So far, 34 injured per-
sons were rescued from the 
heap of  rubble of  the col-
lapsed residential structure. 
The cause of  the crash is 
being probed.

The Huseini Build-
ing on Maulana Shaukat 
Ali Road in the congested 
Bhendi Bazar in south 
Mumbai had been red-
flagged as "dangerous" six 
years ago. It crashed sud-
denly with a roar at 8.25 
a.m, catching all its occu-
pants unaware.

Prime Minister Naren-
dra Modi expressed his 
grief.

"Collapse of  a build-
ing in Mumbai is sadden-
ing. My condolences to the 
families of  those who lost 
their lives and prayers with 
the injured," Modi tweeted.

Maharashtra Chief  
Minister Devendra Fad-
navis visited the crash site 
and ordered a probe into 
the disaster.

Rehabilitation Minis-
ter Chandrakant Patil an-
nounced a compensation 
of  Rs 500,000 to the kin of  
the deceased and free treat-
ment to the injured.

Opposition leader 
Dhananjay Munde blamed 
MHADA for not ensuring 
the redevelopment of  the 

Sculpture is the best 
comment that a painter 
can make on painting.

Pablo Picasso

Sl. 
No

Train number From Commencement 
date

1
12423 Rajdhani Express Dibrugarh Town 02.09.2017
12424 Rajdhani Express New Delhi 02.09.2017

2
15960 Kamrup Express Dibrugarh 02.09.2017
15959 Kamrup Express Howrah 02.09.2017

3
12505 North East Express Guwahati 03.09.2017
12506 North East Express Anand Vihar 04.09.2017

4
13146 Radhikapur – Kolkata Express Radhikapur 03.09.2017
13145 Kolkata – Radhikapur Express Kolkata 02.09.2017

Rhythm of Love: In conversation 
with Coalesce  | P10

building though it was en-
trusted to a private group, 
Saifee Burhani Upliftment 
Trust (SBUT).

" R e d e v e l o p m e n t 
projects languish or take 25 
years to complete, the peo-
ple are not ready to vacate 
and live elsewhere for so 
long. Instead of  focusing 
on dream projects, the au-
thorities should redevelop 
dilapidated buildings with-
in a specified time-frame 
and concentrate on saving 
human lives," Munde said.

Among the injured 
were five firemen and an 
NDRF jawan.

A woman said the 
building also housed a 
nursery-cum-playgroup 
with around two dozen 
children. It was scheduled 
to open at 10 a.m., two 
hours after the building 

collapsed.
A BMC bulletin de-

tailed the two-wing struc-
ture comprising an un-
inhabited godown with 
a sweetmeat shop on the 
ground floor and 10 resi-
dential tenements on the 
remaining upper floors, 
which have completely col-
lapsed.

"The dangerous build-
ing was served evacuation 
notice in 2011 and the 
occupants ordered to va-
cate to make way for the 
redevelopment project, 
but they failed to heed the 
warnings," said a BMC of-
ficial.

The NDRF, state dis-
aster management, fire 
brigade personnel, dog 
squads and electronic 
gadgetry were deployed to 
trace those buried under 

the rubble.
As the building is situ-

ated in a heavily congested 
locality of  south Mumbai, 
rescue teams and their 
large vehicles faced a tough 
time approaching it.

In the meantime, local 
residents, mainly Dawoodi 
Bohra community mem-
bers, initiated their own 
rescue efforts, moving the 
rubble with their hands to 
help the victims.

This is the first ma-
jor building collapse after 
Tuesday's deluge in Mum-
bai and the second in five 
days after the Chandi-
vali Crystal Business Park 
crash of  August 26 claimed 
six lives.

Earlier, on July 25, 17 
persons were killed when 
the Sai Darshan building 
crashed in Ghatkopar. 

Dimapur, August 31 (EMN): The 
Eastern Naga Students’ Federation 
(ENSF) informed that the federation, 
to seek justice from the Department 
of School Education shall exercise 
any means of agitation against the re-
cruitment advertisement NO.NL/SE-
1/2017 which was advertised in local 
dailies on August 29, 2017. 

“In reference to the Fundamental 
and Constitutional Right guaranteed 
under article 16(4), of the Indian Con-
stitution, the Eastern Naga Students’ 
Federation (ENSF) deeply regrets to 
serve herewith a representation to the 
Department and the authority con-
cerned on failure to deliver the Funda-
mental rights and justice to the East-
ern Nagas,” it stated.

A press note from the federation 
stated that in the ENSF presidential 

meeting held on August 30, it had re-
solved to serve this representation to 
the authority concern to fulfil the de-
mand of the Federation within stipu-
lated time. 

“In sublimation, the lukewarm at-
titude had enraged the federation as 
the concerned authority had failed to 
comply with the ‘Justification’ on the 
deprivation of the agreement and no-
tification NO.ETS (A)-5/2002 Dated. 
January 9, 2009”, stated the press note 
from the federation. 

Further, the federation seeks to 
know from the Department as to what 
modality was applied for the recruit-
ment of Advertisement No. NL/SE-
1/2017 published on August 29, 2017. 

“It may be noted that the federa-
tion, in this regard expresses dismay 
over the manipulation and non- ad-

herence to the notification NO.ETS 
(A)-5/2002 dated January 9, 2009, 
since it has directly deprived the East-
ern Nagas in availing their guaranteed 
rights”, stated the federation.

The federation stated “such in-
stance has compelled the federation to 
place the matter within the federal. Ac-
cordingly, the house had unanimously 
resolved to submit a representation on 
the demand for immediate fulfilment 
of the same on or before September 
7, 2017. Failing which, the federation 
shall strive to seek for justice through 
any means of agitation”.

Any modalities for recruitment 
should be in adherence to the said No-
tification so as to avoid any anomalies 
and irregularities in the process since 
the notification stills stays valid, it 
stated. 

Dimapur, August 31 (EMN): The Public 
Interest Litigation filed by the Nagaland 
Tribes  Council against the appointment 
of  Advisers and Parliamentary Secretaries 
in the state government was admitted to-
day by the Kohima bench of  the Gauhati 
High Court.

The matter have been differed to Sep-
tember 11 for hearing .

A press release from NTC also stated 
that "The PIL was heard today on 31.08.17 
and the Hon'ble  High Court has posted 
the matter to 11.09.17 for further order 
and  hearing."

The NTC reminded about the 91st 
Amendment to the Constitution of India, 
and accordingly  there should be only 12 
Ministers in Nagaland State, including the 
Chief Minister. 

However, it stated,  "in Nagaland by 
notification dated 26.07.17 the Chief  Min-
ister of  Nagaland has unconstitutionally 
appointed 9 Advisors and 26 parliamen-
tary Secretaries under Rule 5 of  the Rule 
of  Excutive Business for the Government 
of  Nagaland".

Citing the cases of  Sikkim and Mizo-
ram where there are no longer posts of  
parliamentary secretaries, the NTC hoped 
that parliamentary democracy will be re-
stored and "illegal offices" will be removed 
to relief  the people of  from the " extrane-
ous action" of  the state.   

Our Correspondent
Kohima, August 31 (EMN): Naga 
People’s Front (NPF) president and 
MLA Dr. Shürhozelie Liezietsu on 
Thursday categorically stated that the 
time, to ask the 36 dissident legislators 
to return to the main party-fold, is over.
“If  any of  them wants to come back, 
we will accept them, but we will not call 
them again to come back,” Liezietsu 
said while addressing the general con-
ference of  the NPF Kohima Division at 
the State Academy Hall, Kohima.

Terming the present NPF crisis as a 
replica of  the 2015 crisis where major-
ity of  the NPF MLAs had camped at 
Sovima and revolted against the party 
for 116 days, he asserted that these cri-
ses were the handiwork of  some lead-
ers who had allowed ‘power to go their 
head’. He reminded party workers that 
the party has 396-paged record of  what 
transpired during the previous crisis in 
the form of a book. 

The manner in which the dissident 
group have elected their own president 
and set up their office bearers, all these 
indicate that the present crisis is noth-
ing new but a repetition of  the 2015 epi-
sode, he said. While recalling that after 
they failed to claim the party they had 
gone up to the Election Commission 
of  India (ECI) and even attempted to 
freeze the cock symbol, Liezietsu stated 
that the party has not heard about the 

dissident group going to the ECI again 
this time. “If  they really believed they 
are legitimate, they should have ap-
proached ECI by now,” he said.

He also called upon the people not 
to be confused or misled with what-
ever statement the dissidents have been 
making.

Liezietsu told party workers not to 
be discouraged because the party cur-
rently has minority of  the MLAs. “The 
party does not belong to the legislators 
but the legislators belong to the party,” 
he stated.

He also reiterated that the NPF par-
ty is deeply rooted with the Naga peo-
ple as the founders formed this party for 
the cause of  the peaceful solution to the 
Naga political issue and for the welfare 
of  the Naga people. Therefore, he said, 
the party cannot be handed over to peo-
ple who only believe their might and 
power can control the whole system, 
and are constantly engaging in ‘illegal’ 
tricks.

Referring to the dismissal of  his gov-
ernment in July, Liezietsu alleged that 
it was all pre-planned by Governor PB 
Acharya, Lok Sabha MP Neiphiu Rio, 
present chief  minister TR Zeliang and 
some central BJP leaders. Nagaland be-
ing the stronghold of  the regional NPF 
party, he said, the BJP had no scope 
in the state, and therefore they had to 
install ‘TR government’ by unconsti-

tutional means so as to pave way for a 
BJP government in the state in future. 

On the issue of  the party whip, 
Liezietsu pointed out that it is clearly 
mentioned in the Tenth Schedule of  
the Constitution of  India that the par-
ty whip is appointed by the political 
party and not by legislators or legisla-
ture wing of  the party. Accordingly, 
he said the NPF had appointed MLA 
Kiyanilie Peseyie as the official whip in 
2014 which was published in the offi-
cial gazette and so far, the party has not 
authorized or assigned any other MLA 
to be the party whip. Peseyie’s tenure as 
whip will expire only in March 2018, 
he added.

He maintained that the dissident 
MLAs appointing TR Zeliang as the 
party whip can never be recognized by 
any court of  law and he believed that 
sooner or later, appropriate judgement 
will be delivered by the court.

Stating that the rebel MLAs will 
try to confuse the people and lure party 
workers in between the pronouncement 
of  the court judgment, Liezietsu how-
ever maintained any party workers who 
left for the dissident group will be au-
tomatically detaching themselves from 
the NPF.

“They (Rio and TR’s group) are do-
ing all illegal things with their money 
power and any party member who goes 
to them or sign anything with them, 

they should know they are not part of  
NPF anymore,” he stated, adding, the 
party workers must explain the stand of  
the party to those who are blindly fol-
lowing the other group and make them 
realize and come back.

The party president also reiterated 
that NPF will be giving opportunity for 
young aspiring candidates if  there is to 
be an election in 2018. Towards this, he 
asked all the constituencies under Kohi-
ma division, particularly Kohima Town 
AC, Southern Angami-I and Southern 
Angami-II, to start identifying potential 
candidates.

Meanwhile, ‘DAN chairman’, 
MLA Kuzholuzo Nienu asserted that 
‘the whole world knows’ that NPF 
party belongs to Dr. Shürhozelie Liezi-
etsu’s group and that he (Liezietsu) is 
the legitimate president of  the NPF 
party till 2020. Pointing out that there 
can be MPs, MLAs and a government 
only through a party, he alleged that 
the present government is “totally un-
constitutional” and the dissident group 
is heading a “party-less government”.

“Time will tell us how long the TR 
government will last… Within a short 
period of  time, justice will prevail,” 
he added. Nienu also suggested that 
instead of  creating crisis in the NPF 
party, good sense should prevail. Ex-
pressing hope that ‘Rio and Zeliang 
would come to their senses’ and leave 

the NPF party alone, he remarked that 
they were only degrading themselves 
by forcefully trying to take away the 
party.

Former minister and CEC mem-
ber, Thenucho Tunyi, who also spoke 
on the occasion, made a reference to 
the recent decision made by the Gov-
ernor of  Tamil Nadu, refusing to in-
terfere in an internal-party affair; the 
recent conviction of  Dera chief  Gur-
meet Ram Rahim, demonstrates the 
strong judiciary system in India. He 
hoped that it would do justice to the 
prevailing situation as truth always 
prevails.

“Political crises are not new phe-
nomena. Every political party has faced 
one crisis or another. Differences can 
crop up at any time but there is no prob-
lem which does not have a solution. As 
enshrined in the NPF Constitution-The 
Party is wedded to the principle of  non-
violence and shall strive for resolution 
of  all conflicts through peaceful means; 
our differences can be resolved through 
peaceful dialogue,” Tunyi stated.

“A cool head and tolerance are the 
need of the hour. Dr. Shürhozelie has 
exhibited his magnanimity by making 
Rio and Zeliang chief ministers during 
his leadership as the president of NPF. 
And as a Naga saying goes, ‘before the 
sun sets give due respect to the elders’, I 
hope good sense will prevail,” he added. 

Dimapur, August 31(EMN): The passenger train services in the region 
that came to a halt in the second week of  the month due to flooding will 
be resumed from September 3 announced NF Railways today.

A press note from the railways in the region also stated that the goods 
trains have resumed service since August 29.

Restoration of  work still going on in the affected bridges and currently 
the trains are running at restricted speeds in the affected areas. 

Dimapur, August 31(EMN): The 
Chief  Minister, TR Zeliang today 
interacted with the Members of  US 
India Business Council on training 
and skill up-gradation of  youths 
in Nagaland for Entrepreneurship 
Development, Self-employment 
and Industrial Promotion.

A Press release from the CMO 
stated that the Chief  Minister ex-
plained to the Members of   USBIC 
on  the investment opportunities 
available in Nagaland especially in 
the sectors such as Agriculture  and  
Allied departments, exploration of  
Oil, Minerals, Mines, Infrastruc-
tures, Tourism, Health care, etc.

In response the members of  
USIBC expressed keen interest in 
partnering with the State Govern-
ment of  Nagaland on Skill devel-
opment, Entrepreneurship and 
Industrial promotion in the State 
by utilising the natural and human 
resources available in the State.

 The meeting was also at-
tended by Mmhonlumo Kikon, 
Minister for Geology, Mining & 
Border Affairs, Neiprizo Keditsu, 
Parliamentary Secretary, Labour & 
Employment, Skill Development 
and Entrepreneurship and  Levi 
Rengma,  Parliamentary Secretary, 
Housing. 

Dimapur, August 31 
(EMN):  A community 
organisation has asked the 
government to tend a road 
connecting Khubokita to 
Kithakitsa in Zunheboto 
district.  The government 
has been asked to “correct” 

within 15 days the ‘decades’ of  
suffering that the public of the 
area has had to undergo.

The organization, Emlo-to 
Public Organisation (EPO), is-
sued a copy of a press release 
that was addressed to the chief  
secretary of Nagaland on Thurs-
day. According to the organisa-
tion, the Khubokita-Kithsakita-
Atoizu road is one of the main 
routes leading to Khelhoshe 
Polytechnic College, Asukhuto 
and ‘to the district of Zunhe-
boto.’ The road is in a pitiable 
condition; citizens are facing 

hardships, it stated. 
‘The pitiable condition of  

the said road suffered by the 
people over the decades must be 
corrected forthwith, within the 
period of 15 days from the date 
of receipt of this representation,’ 
the organisation declared. ‘Fail-
ure on the part of the concern 
department / government to act 
within the given time, the EPO 
will resort to our own course of  
action deemed fit until such time 
the demand is fulfilled.’  

The EPO stated: ‘With the 
development of this road, the 

people will be immensely re-
lieved. The construction and 
maintenance of the road have 
been lying unattended for 
more than a decade and the 
concerned public have been 
maintaining the said road at 
their own expenses from time 
to time but due to the lack of  
machinery tool and modern 
equipments, the repaired roads 
cannot sustain for long.’

Moreover, the group stat-
ed, the public will not be in the 
position to maintain the road 
‘time and again.’ The con-
sensus is that the government 
should ‘provide commendable 
service’ in respect of the de-

mand, it stated.
“Over the years the con-

dition of the road has rapidly 
deteriorated due to complete 
negligence and lack of proper 
strategies to tackle the problem 
by the concern department,” 
the organisation stated. 

Further, the EPO opined 
that the problem in the con-
struction and maintenance of  
the road is “not insurmount-
able.” The EPO sees no jus-
tifiable reasons as to why ap-
propriate steps have not been 
taken to ‘ensure that the road 
is properly constructed and 
maintained,’ the press release 
stated. 



Police personnel urged to 
be worthy law enforcers 
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Vice Chancellor and others releasing the annual magazine of the university on Thursday.

Seen in the picture is the apprehended driver and the stolen vehicle.

Mr. & Miss Fresher 2017 and runners-up of Nagaland University.

Bendang Lemtur, IPS IGP (Armed Battalion) speaking at the 10th NAP Bn uniform Sunday at Zhadima. 
Raitu Elu being felicitated by the organisers.

Directives for Tsg night buses and sumos 
The head GB of GB Customary Court District Hq, Tuensang 
Town, Khoney Chang, in a notification, directed all night 
buses and sumos plying from Dimapur, Kohima and 
Mokokchung to Tuensang to abstain from carrying heavy 
luggage materials and commodities, for the safety of 
the passengers in lieu of the pathetic road condition. He 
also informed that the order will remain enforced till the 
repair and renovation of roads. Further, he also cautioned 
that stringent action will be initiated against violators.

Tseminyu Union dissolved
President TSVYO/ TOTYO, Tsemi Ami Khing and TVYO 
general secretary, Asinlo Kent, in a press release informed 
general public that the office of the Tseminyu Union 
has been dissolved during the meeting held on August 
31. The release also informed that henceforth, no 
individual or group shall be allowed to use the name of 
the Tseminyu Union. Any individual or group using the 
name of Tserninyu Union shall be at his or her own risk, 
the release added. 

KMC notifies on pet management
The Kohima Municipal Council (KMC) Administrator, 
Kethosituo Sekhose, has notified that as envisaged 
under Sec 58(j) of the Nagaland Municipal Act 2001 
shall be starting a pet shed cum dog pound in the 
interest of public service w.e.f. September 11. In this 
regard, the administrator informed that the KMC 
along with the Angami Students’ Union (ASU) shall be 
conducting a sensitization programme for wards under 
KMC on September 6, at KMC office. The ASU has come 
forward to carry out the sensitization programme on 
pet management through its seminars and workshops. 
Therefore, all wards chairmen and secretaries have been 
requested to attend the programme.

KSUK freshers’ meet-cum-cultural day
The Konyak Students’ Union Kohima (KSUK) will be 
holding its 34th Fresher’s Meet cum Cultural Day, on 
September 2, 10:30 a.m. at Ura Academy Hall, Kohima. 
The union has requested all the Konyak students to 
attend the programme.

 Idd namaj in Dimapur 
The Idd-ul Azha 2017 namaj shall be held at Dimapur 
lddgah prayer ground, Golaghat Road on September 2 at 
7:45 a.m. The Idul Azha prayer shall be led by Moulana 
Fuzail Ahmed Sb, Madrassa E Darul Uloom, Dimapur. 
Idgah Committee wished all a happy Idd. It also requested 
all to co-operate with the committee during the namaj 
programme. 

ZSU consultative meeting
The Zhavame Students’ Union (ZSU) has convened a 
consultative meeting with various organisation leaders 
within the Village, town units from Kohima, Dimapur, 
Phek, Pfutsero, Razeba, senior leaders and intellectuals 
on September 2 from 10 a.m. at VDB Hall, Zhavame 
village. All the concerned members have been requested 
to attend the meeting positively.

ANGPTA Zbt emergency meeting
The All Nagaland Government Primary Teachers’ 
Association (ANGPTA) Zunheboto unit has convened an 
emergency general meeting on September 2, 10 a.m. 
at VDB Hall, Old Town, Zunheboto. All primary teachers 
under SDEO Aghunato, SDEO Pughoboto, DEO and SDEO 
Zunheboto have been requested to attend the meeting. 
Untrained primary teachers are also informed to bring 
xerox copy of appointment order, regularization order 
and educational documents from HSLC onwards. For 
further information one may contact 7005240036 or 
7005864398.

Kma Masjid extends Idd greetings
The Kohima Masjid Committee (KMC) has extended 
heartiest greetings to the citizensof Nagaland.  “The 
festival of Eid ul Adha is celebrated joyously on the 
10th of the 12th month of Dhullhajjah as per the 
holy Islamic calendar. It is the celebration of love, 
compassion, forgiveness and brotherhood, stated the 
KMC.   Meanwhile, the committee also informed that the 
Eid ul Adha Namaz will be held on September 2, 8 a.m. at 
Local Ground, Kohima. 

News iN Brief

Haipou Jadonang martyrdom day observed in Dimapur 

CTC Administrator reminds on encroachment of footpathsKohima police recovers 
stolen vehicle

MSU condemns AR raid 

Special Summary Revision 
schedule for Dimapur

ICFAI observes annual day cum foundation day

NU Meriema holds freshers’ meet

Dimapur,  August  31 
(EMN): Police Baptist 
Church 10th NAP (IR) Bn 
Zhadima observed ‘Uni-
form Sunday’ at its battal-

ion Church on August 27, 
with L. Bendang Lemtur, 
IPS IGP (Armed Battalion) 
as speaker for devotional 
service. 

All ranks and files at-
tended the service wearing 
their prescribed uniforms 
and carrying their own Bi-
bles. 

WEATHER FORECAST IN OTHER DISTRICTS 
Max Min DP RH RF

WOKHA 23.6 19.2 20.1 82 NIL

ZBT 23.5 16.7 20.7 88 8

MON 33.2 22 22.9 93 19.2

TUENSANG 22 19.2 19.9 98 11.2

MKG 26.4 23.2 21.5 81 30.2

4PHEK 25.8 19.2 21.1 95 4

KIPHIRE 28.2 20.4 22 97 6

SECHÜ ZUBZA 26 20.5 22.6 89 NIL

LONGLENG - - - - -

TSEMINYU 25.2 21 22.2 92 NIL

JALUKIE 29 14 21.7 77 NIL

MANGKOLEMBA 30.2 24.4 25.5 94 6

*Dew Point (DP) *Relative Humidity (RH) * Rainfall (RF)

Source: Department of Soil & Water Conservation, Nagaland 

In his message, Lemtur 
urged upon the officers and 
men not to be law breakers 
but be worthy law enforc-
ers. He challenged them to 
ensure that citizens feel safe 
and secure with their pres-
ence anywhere. 

Stressing on the book 
of  Ephesians 6:11-17, he 
called upon the personnel to 
put on their uniforms along 
with the armour of  God, 
so that they overcome evil, 
temptations and inimical 
forces. He further said in 
order to become responsible 
men in uniform one should 
wear the belt of  truth and 
breastplate of righteousness 
as told in the bible. Special 
songs were presented by the 
officers, NGO’s, B, D, E and 
ADM companies.

Dimapur, August 31 (EMN): Morakjo Students’ Union 
(MSU) has vehemently condemned the act of  the 32 
Assam Rifles who raided the house of  one of  its respect-
able government officer on the midnight of  August 24, 
without any rhyme and reason. 

The MSU president Pithungo Tsopoe and general 
secretary Ekonthung Jami stated that the union was 
shocked to learn that the ‘law keeper’ was on hunt to 
harass and torture innocent and respectable citizens, 
which is uncalled and unacceptable.

Dimapur, August 31 (EMN): Kohima police manning 
Peducha check gate while conducting routine checking 
and frisking duties, on August 30 at around 9 p.m., seized 
a stolen vehicle.

According to Sub-Divisional Police Officer (South) & 
PRO, Atu Zumvü, 

one car forcibly tried to flee but the alert sentry on duty 
took position in the middle of  road and managed to stop 
the car at gun point. The said car Hyundai Santro bear-
ing registration number NL07C-1661, Chassis No. MA-
LAA51HR7M062259B, Engine No.G4HG7MO74325 
was accordingly detained for verification.

During verification the said vehicle was found to 
be stolen vide Gorchuk PS Guwahati, Assam FIR No. 
0478/2014 and the original registration number of  the 
vehicle as per the status of  NCRB database is AS23F-
1152.

The driver of  the vehicle identified as Kejing (45 yrs) 
, son of  Lathrong of  Old Showuba, Diphupar, Dimapur 
was taken into police custody and a regular case vide 
Sechü (Zubza) PS Case No. 007/2017 U/S 379 IPC has 
been registered for further investigation.

Dimapur, August 31 (EMN): The 
ICFAI University Nagaland observed 
its annual day cum foundation day, on 
August 31. 

Speaking on the occasion, the 
Vice-Chancellor, Prof. C. P. Alexander, 
highlighted the steady and the gradual 
growth of the university since its incep-
tion in 2007. He also exhorted the stu-
dents to be equipped for the job market.  

Pointing out that the current unemploy-
ment issue, he said it is not because of  
lack of  qualification but because of  
unemployability of the graduates due 
to lack of professional skills.

He also said the secret to success 
in life is dependent on decision, focus 
and willingness to work without any 
expectations of individual return. He 
concluded his speech by citing a quote 

of Bill Gates, “If you are born poor it’s 
not your mistake, but if you die poor it’s 
your mistake.” 

The Vice-Chancellor also released 
the Annual Magazine 2016-2017 with 
the theme “Polyphonic.” 

During the informal session there 
were rounds of talent presentations for 
the selection of Mr. and Miss Fresher 
IUN 2017.

Dimapur,  August  31 
(EMN): In pursuance to 
Government order, re-
garding encroachment of  
footpaths/side-walks or 
the areas reserved for such 
public facilities under Chu-
mukedima Town Council 
areas, EAC &Administrator 
of  Chumukedima Town 
Council, Thejavizo Nakhro 
has reminded the general 
public the demarcated/
notified areas reserved 
for public road including 
areas for drainages, foot-
paths, electric posts, water 
pipelines, OFC cables, etc., 
as resolved by Chumuke-
dima Village Council in 
the year 1969, 1974, 1995 
and Chumukedima Town 
Council Notification dated 
the 01/07/2006 and dated 
10/05/2011 as below;

Area beside National 
Highway to maintain 45 

feet from the middle of the 
road on both sides (i.e. total 
90 feet).

Main Town Roads to 
maintain 20 feet from the 
middle of the road on both 
sides (i.e. total 40 feet)

National Highway – 
Seiruzha colony – Chu-
mukedima village 

National Highway – 
North Town School – To-
wards Khuova River

Approach roads un-
der Chumukedima Town 
Council to maintain 15 feet 
from the middle of the road 
on both sides (i.e. total 30 
feet).

National Highway– 
North Town School– Agape 
School – National High-
way

National Highway – 
Sabalie Colony – Chumuke-
dima Village

National Highway – 

Police School Road –ward 
5 – ward 9

Old EAC Office - Agape 
School

Approach Roads un-
der Chumukedima Town 
Council to maintain 10 feet 
from the middle of the road 
on both sides (i.e. total 20 
feet).

National Highway – 
Old Post Office

National Highway – 
Ward 3

National Highway – 
Ward 4

All ward/colony single 
lanes to maintain 6 feet 
from the middle of the road 
on both sides (i.e. total 12 
feet).

Colony roads not men-
tioned above are to maintain 
at least 20 feet in breadth 
(i.e., 10 feet from the middle 
of the road on each side).

The provision of  space 

for common public infra-
structures as mentioned 
above were originally re-
served by the Chumukedi-
ma Village authority when 
the present town was a vil-
lage and subsequently by 
the Chumukedima Town 
Council with a vision to 
ensure better quality of life 
to all its residents.

The public of  Chu-
mukedima Town Council 
areas are also informed to 
abide with and maintain 
the demarcation as men-
tioned above. Defaulters/
encroachers of public roads, 
footpaths, drainages, etc., 
shall be doing so at their 
own risk of  loss of  prop-
erty/land/investment. Any 
resident/person/agency en-
croaching notified areas are 
liable for forceful eviction/
demolition as provided by 
Law.

cannot try, run, and if  you 
cannot run, walk and if  
you cannot walk, crawl.” 
He also encouraged the 
students to be positive and 
developed their personal-
ity and never gives up on 
their motto.

In the afternoon ses-
sion, Suchamayang Kichu, 
Freelance Photographer 
and member of  Persona-
International; Sunep Oz, 
Musician, Founder of  Oz-
tronic Music Festival, Sup-
port Gig; Mengu Suokhrie, 

Artist; Narola Chuba Asst. 
Prof. NU (KC) were judges 
for Mr. and Miss NUSU 
contest. 

Chongrokhum Sang-
tam and Kalivi Chishi were 
adjusted as Mr. and Miss 
Freshers respectively.

history of  Haipou Jadon-
ang and his extra-ordinary 
power. He also advised 
youths to value the struggle 
and sacrifice of  the great 
freedom fighter and also 
encouraged them to learn 
the rich culture and tradi-
tion of  Nagas.

Elu in his speech said 
that Jadonang was a so-
cial and political leader 
who fought against British 
Empire to free from force 
labour, land tax and to free 
from alien empire. He also 
appealed the youths not to 
differentiate him because 
of  his religion as he fight 
for his people (Nagas), for 
free nation and not for any 
particular religion. He fur-
ther urged them to take 
social responsibility and be 
a role model of  the young 
generation.  

Presidential address 
was delivered Huzantadbo 
Meriam, president ZHY-
OD.

Dimapur, August 31(EMN) 
: The Zeliangrong Heraka 
Youth Organisation Di-
mapur (ZHYOD) in coor-
dination with Janjati Vikas 
Samiti Nagaland (JVSN), 

observed the 86th Haipou 
Jadonang Martyrdom Day 
at JVSN Complex, Signal 
Angami Bosti in Dimapur 
on August 29.

President Zeme Coun-

cil Northeast India, Raitu 
Elu grace the occasion as 
chief  guest and Hurui Ze-
liang, patron ZHA as guest 
speaker.

Hurui briefed the life 

Dimapur,  August  31 
(EMN): Nagaland Uni-
versity Kohima Campus, 
Meriema organised its 
26th  Fresher’s Meet on 
August 30 at RCEMPA 
Hall Jotsoma under the 
theme “Transcending 
new horizons” with Ale-
myapang Longchar SDO, 
Civil Jakhama Kohima & 
Prof. R.C. Gupta Pro-Vice 
Chancellor as the chief  
guest and guest of  honor 
respectively.

Speaking at the pro-
gramme, Longchar con-
gratulated all the freshers 
for attaining a new stage in 
life. Stating that the begin-
ning of  the college life is 
a very important stage, he 
encouraged them to dili-
gently pursue their goals 
in life. In this competitive 
world, he said one must 
give their best in every-
thing they do so that they 
reap the fruits in future.

Prof. Gupta said “ideas 
doesn’t need any language, 
you just have to feel it. To 
see where your idea is go-
ing one must try and if  you 

Dimapur, August 31 (EMN): Deputy Commissioner 
& District Election Officer, Dimapur, Kesonyu Yhome 
has issue the schedule for Special Summary Revision of  
photo electoral rolls with reference to 1st January 2018 
as the qualifying date. The schedule of  revision is as 
shown below:

SI.No. Stages of Revision Period allowed 
for stage

1 Draft Publication of  Rolls 03/10/2017 

2 Period for filing Claims & 
Objections 

03/10/2017 to 
31/10/2017  

3

Reading of  relevant part/sec-
tion of  photo electoral rolls 
in Local Body meetings and 
verification of  names

13/10/2017 and 
27/10/2017 

4

Special Campaign dates 
with Booth Level Agents of  
political parties for receiving 
Claims & Objections

14/10/2017 and 
24/10/2017  

5 Disposal of  Claims & Objec-
tions By 30/11/2017  

6

Updating the database, merg-
ing of  photographs, updat-
ing the control tables and 
preparation and printing of  
supplementary list

By 20/12/2017 

7 Final Publication of  Elec-
toral Roll 05/01/2018  
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Director of SAMETI and Principal IETC, Dr. I Amenla, along with DPD SAMETI and trainees during valedictory 
function.

GOC-in-C Lt. Gen. Abhay Krishna along State officials and security 
personnel during his visit to Nagaland on August 31.

State

ATMA functionaries trained on plant protection measures

One commits suicide

GOC-in-C Eastern Command 
reviews security situation 

Imtilemba throws cold 
water on clean election

Our Correspondent
Kohima, August 31(EMN): 
While the people of  the 
State is awaiting the forth-
coming State Assembly 
elections scheduled in early 
part of  2018 to witness a 
positive change as the po-
litical parties of  Nagaland 
has taken a pledge to make 
a joint effort to address 
the evils of  elections, BJP 
senior political leader and 
minister of  Cooperation, 
Relief  & Rehabilitation, 
MARCOFED, Imtilemba 
Sangtam said, ‘as a candi-
date of BJP, I don’t want to 
talk about clean elections 
now.’

Throwing cold water 
over the NBCC’s clean elec-
tion campaign to see a ‘free 
and credible election’ in the 
State, Sangtam has brought 
humiliation to BJP, which 
was part of the NBCC clean 
elections by pledging to 
work together with other 
political in addressing the 
evils of  elections. BJP fur-
ther agreed to abide to the 
objectives and guidelines 
laid down by the NBCC-
CEC in the effort of realis-
ing a clean election process 
on June 22, 2017, at NBCC 
Platinum Hall, Kohima.

Coming out vocally 
that he doesn’t want to talk 
about clean election at this 
point, Sangtam said it will 
be a limited talk now as 
according to him no votes 
without money.

NPYC plans 
youth rallies
Dimapur, August 31 (EMN): Nagaland Pradesh 
Youth Congress (NPYC) has resolved to organise 
youth rallies in all the district headquarters on the 
theme ‘’Youth for Change” against the alleged failure 
of  the NPF- BJP led government in all aspects.

The resolution to this effect was taken during the 
NPYC executive committee meeting with the visiting 
Secretary of  Indian Youth Congress (IYC) and in-
charge of  Nagaland and MLA from Assam, Roselina 
Tirkoy, on August 30 at Congress Bhavan.

The house also resolved to appoint executive 
members for various district in-charges of  District 
Youth Congress (DYC) for the forthcoming Assembly 
Election 2018.

The house after prolong discussion resolved to 
uphold and stand by the “NPCC Road Map” as it is 
found to be beneficial for the Naga public.

NPYC has, in a press release issued by its president 
Vilhousielie Kengurüse, appreciated Roselina for tour-
ing Nagaland with sole objective to empower youth of  
Nagaland focusing the forthcoming Assembly Election 
2018 on the theme “Youth for Change.”

19th DEATH ANNIVERSARY

The golden chain of remembrance, 
Death tries to break but all in vain,

To have, to love and then to part,
 is the greatest sorrow of one’s heart

The years may wipe out many things,
 but this they wipe out never,

The memory of those happy days, 
when we were all together.

We love you mom

From loved ones-
Husband, children, son-in-laws,  

daughter-in-laws and grand children.
Lt. Mrs Tokheli. V. Ayeh 

15th Aug 1945- 1st Sept 1998
D-4561 

“we cannot lord, thy purpose see,
But all is well that’s done by thee”.

OFFICE OF THE 
YAKOR VILLAGE STUDENTS UNION

 Sd/- Sd/-
 L. Dohanba T. Hanji
 Gen. Secy President
 YVSU YVSU

Yakor Students union 
with immense pride and 
honour extend heartiest 
congratulation to Shri. K. 
Yimso Yimchunger or his 
appointments to the post 
of officer on Special Duty 
(OSD) to chief minister.

The Union wish him 
great success in his future 
endeavors.

FELICITATION

DP-180

 K-1309

To this effect, he open-
ly declared that only af-
ter formation of  the BJP 
government, he will talk 
about clean election. He 
also confessed that he has 
propagated against clean 
election in his constituency 
and added that ‘if  we don’t 
offer money, BJP won’t 
come to power’ which was 
followed by cheering and 
applause from the party 
workers present.

At the same time, he 
also opined that clean elec-
tion is for everyone and if  
the people have the true 
Christian principle and dis-
cipline, clean election is 
not required. However, he 

opined that it is the Chris-
tians in the State who have 
started the corruption of  
selling votes.

He also stated his un-
happiness at the portfolios 
allocated to the BJP elected 
members in the present 
government stating ‘look at 
our portfolios and activities 
in the government. We are 
not given due respect.’

Sangtam also reiterated 
that only BJP can bring a 
corruption free government 
in the future and develop-
ment in the State and not by 
any other parties. He added 
that BJP is the only alterna-
tive party for the people of  
the State.

Dimapur,  August  31 
(EMN): State Agricultural 
Management and Exten-
sion Training Institute 
(SAMETI) has organised 
a three-day training pro-
gramme on “Important 
plant protection measures 
for agricultural and horti-
cultural crops with respect 
to Nagaland” for ATMA 
functionaries at SAMETI, 
Medziphema, from August 
29 to 31.

Taking into account the 
need for crop management 
in the current season, the 
programme was focussed 
on imparting technical 
knowledge and skill to the 
participants through theo-
retical and practical ses-
sions. ATMA functionaries 
from all districts of  Naga-
land attended the training 
programme.   

Resource persons for 
the training programme 
were Dr. N Tiameren Ao, 
Associate Professor and 
Head Department of  Plant 
Pathology, NU SASRD; 
Dr. Narola Pongener; Dr. 
S Banik, Assistant Profes-
sors, Department of  Plant 
Pathology, NU SASRD; 
Dr. Pankaj Neog, Assistant 
Professor, Department of  
Entomology, NU SASRD; 
and J Akato Chishi, Senior 
Technical Assistant, De-
partment of  Entomology, 

NU SASRD. 
The training course cov-

ered theoretical and practi-
cal sessions on bio control 
agents and their application 
for insect pest manage-
ment; Botanicals and insect 
pest managements; Insect 
pests of  major fruits and 
plantation and their man-
agement; Insect pests of  
major vegetables and flow-
ers and their management; 
Diseases of  fruit crops and 
their management; Dis-
eases of  cereals and their 
management; Diseases of  
pulse crops and their man-
agement. 

The valedictory func-
tion was chaired by Dr. Ithi-
ka C Swu, Deputy Project 
Director SAMETI, while 
feedback on the training 
was given by Moanukshi, 
BTM Mokokchung, and 
Ms Abeni Patton, BTM 
Wokha. 

In her valedictory ad-
dress, Director of SAMETI, 
Dr. I Amenla emphasised 
on the need for coopera-
tion and teamwork in order 
to work for the benefit of  
the farmers. Stating that 
‘Green Revolution’ resulted 
in increased food produc-
tion and correspondence 
increase in the use of  chem-
ical fertilisers, she urged the 
trainees to partake in going 
back to conserving nature 

Our Correspondent
Wokha, August 31 (EMN): 
One person identified as 
Nchibemo Humtsoe (39) 
of Changsu old village was 
found hang himself to death 
at Officer Colony, Wokha 
town, around 9:40 a.m. at 
his residence.

Police reported that 
there was “no foul play” 
related to his death though 
no suicide note was found 
adding Nchibemo Humtsoe 
committed suicide. 

Dimapur,  August  31 
(EMN):  GOC-in-C of  
Eastern Command, Lt. 
Gen. Abhay Krishna, vis-
ited Kohima on August 
31 and reviewed the secu-
rity situation in Nagaland 
and also discussed various 
projects being undertaken 
by the security forces in 
the State. 

The Army Commander 
also interacted with civil 
dignitaries to assimilate 

the socio-political issues of  
the state. 

Prior to his departure, 
the Army Commander 
complimented all ranks of  
HQ IGAR (N) for their 
dedication and devotion to 
duty. He also conveyed his 
appreciation and gratitude 
to the populace, civil admin-
istration, NGOs, church 
and media for their contin-
ued cooperation with the 
security forces in the State.

stressed on the impor-
tance of  hard work so that 
the New India Manthan 
‘Sankalp-Se-Siddhi” pro-
gramme of  doubling farm-
ers’ income by 2022 would 
become a reality both in 
letter and in spirit. 

She further encouraged 
the participants go back 
to their respective districts 
with this new perspective 
and work towards increas-
ing the income of  Naga 
farmers and making it at 
par with the fellow farmers 
at national level.  

The training program 
concluded with distribution 
of  certificates by Director 
of  SAMETI, while the vote 
of  thanks was pronounced 
by Vikaho Chophi, DPD 
SAMETI.

The deceased’s wife 
Nchuboni (33), told East-
ern Mirror that there was no 
case of mental stress or fam-
ily problem. The deceased 
was currently serving at 
INT Wokha. He is survived 
by his wife, two daughters 
and one son.

by way of  organic farming 
and leaving a legacy for the 
future generations. 

She also cautioned 
the trainees to be wary 
while delivering technol-

ogy so that farmers would 
be able to adopt what has 
been transferred. She also 
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Additional Director and HOD, E James Lotha, delivering his farewell speech.

EAC, Rongsenmenla speaking at the District Youth Convention at Dimapur on August 31.

Parliamentary Secretary of Justice and Law, Er. Picto Shohe, addressing law 
students at Red Cross Complex, Kohima, on Wednesday.

Journalist along with the chief guest Raju Tisso and resource persons during the workshop organised by 
District Press Club of Karbi Anglong (DPCKA) in Diphu on Thursday

All Manipur Border Area Development Association supporters blocking the Imphal-Moreh route at Pallel 
area, 50 km south of Imphal, on Thursday.

EM Images

EM Images

Govt allocates Rs 35 cr to encourage local entrepreneurs

DPCKA organises workshop on journalism

DoSE notifies minority students

One held for cyber crime 

NE Railway massive cleanliness drive concludes 

KLC observes fresher’s meet

Youth convention underway in Dimapur

Assam Rifles organise lectures to conserve Amur Falcon

48 hrs bandh in border areas 
affect normal life in Manipur

S&WC dept bids farewell to HoD

Students of Assam Rifles Public School, Naginimora, along with Assam Rifles personnel during the lecture 
on conservation of wildlife on August 22.

Our Correspondent
I m p h a l ,  A u g u s t  3 1 
(EMN): Two different 
strikes and total shut down 
paralysed normal life in 
some hills areas of Manipur 
particularly in Tengnoupal 
and Tamenglong districts 
bes ides  a f f ec t ing  the 
vehicular movement on 
Pallel-Moreh sector Indo-
Myanmar highway and 
Barak-Khongsang sector 
of  Imphal-Jiribam highway 
on Thursday.

T h e  A l l  M a n i p u r 
Border Area Development 
Association (AMBADA) 
called 48 hours bandh in 

all the border areas from 
August 30 midnight till 
September 1 protesting 
the cabinet decisions on 
border areas development 
programme/schemes.

However there is no 
report of  any untoward 
incident till the report goes 
to the press. A functionary 
of  AMBADA said the 
agitation will be intensified 
if  the authority fails to roll 
back the decision.

On the other Nungba, 
a popular hill town, about 
115km west of  Imphal 
along Imphal-J ir ibam 

highway (NH 37) wore 
desolate look from dawn 
to dusk while the vehicular 
traffic along the said route 
which is considered as the 
second life line of  Manipur 
after Imphal-Mao sector 
NH 2, has been paralysed 
for the day in view of  the 
‘total indefinite shut-down’ 
on Thursday.

The total indefinite 
shut-down’ was called by 
Nungba Area Joint Action 
Commit t ee  (NAJAC) 
protesting the government’s 
alleged negligence and step 
motherly treatment towards 
the public of  Nungba area.

The NAJAC has been 
demanding full functioning 
of  the community health 
centre at the hill station by 
maintaining the necessary 
infrastructure including 10 
doctors besides functioning 
of  the ultra sound and x ray 
machines. In view of  the 
shut-down, many vehicles 
were  a l so  r e por ted ly 
stranded at Jiribam and 
other hill towns located 
along the 222 km long 
route (Imphal-Jiribam).
Fortunately no untoward 
incident was repor ted 
till the report goes to the 
press.

M e a n w h i l e 
Churachandpur district 
headquarters also witnessed 
closure of markets, business 
e s t a b l i s h m e n t s  a n d 
educational institutions 
a s  t h e  Jo i n t  A c t i o n 
Committee (JAC) against 
the anti-tribal bills observed 
Thursday on August 31 as 
the 2nd anniversary of  the 
historic day that brought 
the indigenous tribal people 
in Manipur together as they 
raised their voices for the 
protection of  the ancestral 
land, rights and identity.

the importance of ethics in 
journalism.  On behalf  of  
the senior journalist of Karbi 
Anglong, Probitro Bora also 
said that,  there should be 
a boundary for journalist 
and no compromise should 
be made with the career of  
journalist’.

The resource persons 
for the workshop were 
P r e s i d e n t  o f  S p o r t s 
Jour nal is t  Federat ion 
of  India Subodh Malls 
Barua who talked about 
‘ S p o r t s  J o u r n a l i s m 
and Journalism’, Retd 

Programme head PPC 
Nor th-East  Rupendra 
Narayan  Bora where he  
also talked on the topic 
of  ‘ TV Journalism ‘, Vice 
president, Assam Sport’s 
Journalism Assam,  Jugal  
Lochan Das  on Sports 
Journalism and  Samgul 
H. Patgiri, a renowned 
photo journalist where 
he talked on the topic of  
‘photo journalism as a 
career. Patgiri said that one 
photography tell everything 
to the viewer or news 
paper readers. He said it 

was tough to get a unique 
photography and one must 
work hard in order to get 
sequence photography 
and  the  s equence  o f  
photography has lots of  
impact to the society.

M o r e  t h a n  f i f t y 
journalists from print media 
and electronic media from 
the two district of  West 
Karbi Anglong and Karbi 
Anglong attended in the 
programme.  At the end of  
the programme certificate of  
participation was distributed 
to every journalists.

Dimapur, August 31 (EMN): A 
massive cleanliness drive over all 
the five divisions of  N F Railway i.e 
Katihar, Alipurduar, Rangia, Lumding 
and Tinsukia including Maligaon Head 
Qrs, involving more than 665 officers 
and staff  started from 16 August as 
a part of  countrywide “Swachhta 
Pakhwada” being organised in Indian 
Railways concluded today.

‘The theme of  the Swachhta 
Pakhwada observed by the N. F 
Railway was to spread swachhta 
awareness and implementation in 
Railway premises including Railway 
colonies and trains with a focus on 
role of Railway Officers, staff and their 
family members in taking sanitation 
initiatives stated, Chief Public Relations 

Officer (CPRO). 
The NGOs like Brahmakumaris 

of  Guwahati chapter which lead the 
way for welfare works participated 
in the programme for cleanliness 
awareness  by  engag ing  the i r 
volunteers for distribution of  leaflets 
to passengers at Kamakhya station. 
Chahatey Ram, General Manager, 
N F Railway personally carried out 
thorough inspection in the  every 
section of  every  department beside 
every nook and corner of  the head 
quarter campus on August 30.

General Manager along with other 
senior officials of  head quarters and 
Lumding division conducted detailed 
inspection of  Guwahati station on 
several aspects including catering 

service, clean drinking water and 
clean station premises on August 31. 
He had ordered instantaneously for 
remedial process to correct deficiencies 
which noticed and made appeal to rail 
users for their cooperation to upkeep 
and maintain complete cleanliness in 
station.

During the sixteen days long drive 
various activities and intensive cleaning 
was also carried out at canteen, kitchens 
etc.  Painting and poster competitions on 
the theme of cleanliness was organised 
in schools and higher secondary schools 
in many places. The N. E Railway also 
organized seminars on sanitation and 
upkeep of railway stations by involving 
NGOs, charitable institutions, scouts & 
guides, unions and all employees.  

Our Correspondent
Imphal, August 31 (EMN): Chief  
Minister N Biren Singh on Thursday 
said the state Government has already 
allocated a sum of  Rs.35 crore in 
the state budget under the “Startup 
India” initiative to encourage the local 
entrepreneurs.

Under the leadership of  Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi to encourage 
entrepreneurship in the country, the 
central government has already started 
“Startup India” campaign aimed at 
promoting start-up ventures to boost 
entrepreneurship and encourage 
start ups with jobs creation for the 
unemployed youths in the country. 
Biren was speaking at the ‘Romi 
Industries Mega Event, 2017’ held 
here on Thursday.

Urging the unemployed youths of  
the state to become job creators instead 
of  becoming job seekers and should 
not be craze for white collar jobs, 
he said encouraging and promoting 

the local entrepreneurs would not 
only improve the State’s economy 
by exporting our products but also 
to become self  reliant, self  sustained 
market economy and generation of  
employment.

“We don’t have to think only of  
commercial or profit oriented view but 
also to work towards the welfare and 
prosperity of the State,” he said. “The 
government would introduce policies 
and programmes to encourage the 
entrepreneurs of the State.”

 He also urged the banks to 
encourage the local entrepreneurs 
and start-ups by providing financial 
assistance for their venture. Public 
service is the foremost responsibility 
of the present government, he added.

In his speech, Minister for 
Commerce and Industries Th Biswajit 
said that such entrepreneurs should be 
encouraged by the people of the State 
which not only promote our local 
goods but also provide employment 

to many unemployed youths of  the 
State.

He said that the State Cabinet would 
decide regarding the introduction of  
handloom products as uniforms of  
government educational institutions in 
the State from next academic session 
soon. He said that the medicines such 
as antibiotics would be manufactured 
under the initiative of Commerce and 
Industries department on the PPP 
model or joint venture in the State 
soon. He further said that if  we want 
to bring positive change in the society 
then that change should start within 
ourselves.

Minister  for  Education Th 
Radheshyam also spoke on the 
occasion where a factory and a 
showroom of  Romi Industries was 
inaugurated besides giving prizes to 
the schools that have produced at least 
10 position holders upto the rank of 25 
in the matric examinations 2015-16 
and 2016-17.

Our Correspondent 
Diphu, August 31 (EMN): 
A one-day workshop on 
‘journalism’ in collaboration 
w i t h  A s s a m  S p o r t ’ s 
Journalist Association 
(ASJA) was organised 
by District Press Club of  
Karbi Anglong (DPCKA) 
at Agriculture Farmer’s 
Growth Centre conference 
hall, Diphu today with Karbi 
Anglong Autonomous 
Council (KAAC), Executive 
Member i/c Sericulture, 
Raju Tisso as the chief  
guest.

In his speech Tisso said  
journalists play a vital role in 
the society, all  information 
are acquire from them and 
they are the fourth pillar 
of  the Indian constitution. 
The programme started 
wi th  in t roduc t ion  o f  
guests let by its General 
Secretary Denialson Bey 
and presented the guests 
with Karbi Poho (scarf).

Journalist Association 
Federat ion of  Assam 
(JAFA) State President, 
Longsing Teron in his short 
speech spoke about the 
sustainable journalism in 
the present context and 

invocation prayer was led by 
Chubalila, Superintendent, 
and a special song was 
presented by Thejasetuo 
Alex Solo and friends. 

Bio data of the outgoing 
officers was read out by 
Zaseveito, Superintendent. 
, and short speeches were 

delivered by Lily Tep, 
DSCO, Tuensang,  on 
behalf  of  outpost officers 
and staff; and SN Singh, 
Additional Director and 
incoming HOD. The vote 
of  thanks was proposed 
by Kevingutso Rutsa, Joint 
Director.

Dimapur, August 31 (EMN): Ministry of Minority Affairs 
has extended the timeline for both Fresh and Renewal 
application submission of  Pre-Matric Scholarship for 
minority students through online mode till September 30 
2017, as the application received on the portal was low as 
compared to allocation stipulated for 2017-18.

In a notification, Principal Director of School Education, 
Smita Sarangi, informed all the students and the Head of  
the Institutions that the submission of online application 
for fresh and renewal by students has been extended from 
June 1 to September 30.

All concerned are asked to adhere to the timeline given 
by the Ministry on the portal.

Dimapur, August 31 (EMN): District 
Youth Convention 2017-18, under the 
aegis of  Nehru Yuva Kendra  (NYK), an 
autonomous body under the Ministry of  
Youth Affairs and Sports, Government of  
India, got underway on August 31 at the 
Youth Hostel, Dimapur.

EAC, Rongsenmenla, who graced the 
occasion as the chief  guest, felt the need 
for equal participation of  the youth for a 
nation or society to grow. 

“In today’s time and age, a youth is 
expected to have wider perspective so 
that it enables one to explore possibilities, 
avenues and exploit their potentials and 
capabilities to the fullest,” she maintained. 
She further observed that the youth of  

today ought to play proactive role in 
rebuilding the society and also be an agent 
of  positive change. 

The young administrative officer also 
encouraged the youth to change mindset 
of  depending only on the government for  
employment but make paradigm shift from 
government to private sector and to equip 
oneself  with various skills for self-reliance 
and sustenance.

Meribeni Patton and Young People 
Fellowship presented special numbers 
during the programme. State Director 
NYK delivered the keynote address, while 
Associate Pastor of  Lotha Baptist Church 
Dimapur (LBCD), ThenjamoTsanglao, 
exhorted the gathering.

requirement of  having a 
government law college 
in the State and a law 
department in Nagaland 
University. 

Kohima Law College 
E v a n g e l i c a l  U n i o n 
(KLCEU) presented a 
special number. Another 
special number titled ‘In 
my arms’ was presented by 
Anguvili Yeptho.\

The enter ta inment 
s e s s i o n  i n c l u d e d 
presentations of  songs, 
short play, dances by each 
semester, Vilibo K Zhimo 
and Nongosa  Neikha 
were declared Miss & Mr 
Freshers of  Kohima Law 
College 2017.

The vote of  thanks 
was delivered by KLCSU 
Yanrongthung Humtsoe.

awareness on the migratory 
bird amongst the children.

I n  y e t  a n o t h e r 
programme, troops of  15 
Assam Rifles organised a 
lecture on awareness about 
Amur Falcon at Government 
Middle School, Shamatore, 
on August 25. 

The aim of  the lecture 
was to make the youth aware 
on Amur Falcon and the need 
for its protection towards 
wildlife conservation. It was 
also informed to the students 
that Nagaland is recognised 
as the Falcon capital of  
world.   

Troops of 9 Assam Rifles 
also organised a lecture 
on awareness about Amur 
Falcon in Chizami village on 
August 25.

The Amur Falcon is 
a unique migratory bird, 
which travels between China 
and South Africa as part of  
its migratory circle. The bird 
has several roosting sites 
in Nagaland and Manipur. 
The lecture laid stress on 
importance of protection of  
Amur Falcon.

Dimapur, August 31 (EMN): Cyber Crime Police Station, 
PHQ, Kohima, arrested one person for posting sexually 
explicit/obscene picture of a girl on Facebook. 

According to PRO PHQ, M Tungoe, the accused and 
the victim were known to each other from Facebook and 
had developed a relationship. Later, suspecting the victim 
of having other relationships, the accused posted intimate 
pictures taken while they were together.

The PRO further warned that under IT Act 2008, 
publishing or transmitting of sexually explicit act/obscene 
picture in electronic form is a punishable offence with a 
minimum of 3 years imprisonment and up to Rs 5 lakhs fine. 
In many social media groups of State including Facebook, 
Whatsapp, Instagram, Twitter etc., it has been observed 
that such posting/forwarding/copy pasting of  sexually 
explicit/obscene material is being done randomly. 

Hence, public are advised to refrain from posting/ 
forwarding/ copy pasting any such materials in electronic 
form as it will attract penalty.

Dimapur,  August  31 
(EMN): Soil and Water 
Conservation Department 
has organised a farewell 
programme in honour of  
its outgoing Additional 
Director and Head of  
Depar tment,  E James 
Lotha, in its Directorate 
conference hall on August 
31.

E James Lotha thanked 
God for the manifold 
blessings and likened the 
day of  his retirement to 
winning the ‘crown of  
victory.’ The outgoing HOD 
also recounted the days 
of  his childhood and how 
God raised him up from a 
humble background.

He encouraged the 
junior officers to develop 
work culture and not to 
run after riches. He also 
encouraged the officers and 
staff  of  the department 
to cooperate and march 
ahead with humility and 
hard work.

T h e  p r o g r a m m e 
was chaired by Viliehu 
Nguzhu, Joint Director, 
while scripture reading and 

Dimapur,  August  31 
(EMN): Expounding that 
equality and justice are 
the need of  the hour in 
the present Naga context, 
Parliamentary Secretary of  
Justice and Law, Er. Picto 
stressed on the importance 
of pursuing studies in law.

Addressing the students 
of  Kohima Law College 
on the occasion of its 38th 
fresher’s meet on August 30 
at Red Cross’s conference 
hall, Kohima, on the theme 
‘Rethinking law,’ Er. Picto 
Shohe exhorted the law 
students to work hard 
and excel in life and also 
dispense justice to helpless 
clients. 

The new president 
of  Kohima Law College 
managing board, Akang 
Ao, expressed his happiness 
to be part of the celebration 
as its president. President 
of  Kohima Law College 
Students’ Union (KLCSU), 
S e p i k y u  J  S a n g t a m , 
highlighted on the urgent 

to be achieved. The next 
generation needs to be 
taught of the importance of  
wild life.

A total of  52 students 
p a r t i c i p a t e d  i n  t h e 
progamme.

In a similar programme, 
troops of  15 Assam Rifles 
organised a lecture to create 
awareness about Amur 
Falcon at Government 
Primary School, C Saddle, 
on August 28. 

The aim of  the lecture 
was to make youth aware 
about Amur Falcon and 
how it helps in assisting 
wildlife conservation. It was 
also reiterated that Nagaland 
has been recognised as the 
Falcon capital of  world 
and thus it becomes our 
responsibility to preserve 
and protect the species.

Altogether 60 students 
and teachers attended the 
programme.

Meanwhile, troops of  
35 Assam Rifles organised 
a  l ec ture  on  wi ld l i f e 
conservation at Assam Rifles 
Public School, Naginimora, 
on August 22. The event 
was organised to spread 
awareness on wildli fe 
conservation amongst all.

T h e  l e c t u r e  w a s 
attended by two officers, 
45 students and 5 teachers. 
Special emphasis was given 
on Amur Falcon to create 

Dimapur,  August  31 
(EMN): Troops of  28 
Assam Rifles organised an 
awareness campaign on 
Amur Falcon at Government 
Higher Secondary School, 
Chukitong, on August 28. 

The 28 Assam Rifles 
took the initiative to work 
with the people of  Wokha 
district to preserve and 
highlight the significance of  
one of  the world’s longest 
distance migratory birds 
i.e. the Amur Falcon which 
comes to roost at Doyang 
reservoir every year during 
their flight from Mongolia to 
South Africa region.

T h e  b i r d s  t h o u g h 
majestic, fall prey to the 
greed of  mankind. They 
were killed for petty greed 
and ignorance of  the 
importance of  nature’s gift 
of  healthy environment to 
mankind.

A massive drive by 
the village councils, local 
NGOs and other concerned 
s t akeho lde r s  has  l ed 
to awareness among the 
people but there is a lot 



5state
EastErn Mirror  |  Dimapur, Friday, September 1, 2017

Nagalakshmi Shankar addressing the workshop at Hotel Saramati in Dimapur.

The newly inducted members of GPPK during the oath taking ceremony on August 27. 
TDLSA chairman, secretary, panel lawyers, master trainer and para legal volunteers with JJ stakeholders.

Dr. Reyosalu Lase Vizo addressing the students.

Training on PFMS conducted in Dimapur GHSS Pfütsero sensitised 
on harmful effects of tobacco

Gorkhas instate new team for four organisations TDLSA, MDLSA consultative meet with JJ stakeholders 

Dimapur,  August  31 
(EMN): Two-day work-
shop on Public Financial 
M a n a ge m e n t  S y s t e m 
(PFMS) organised by Di-
rectorate of  NVBDCP, 
Ministry of  Health & Fam-
ily Welfare, Government 
of  India, in collaboration 
with The Union was held 
at Hotel Saramati, Di-
mapur on August 25 and 
26.

According to the press 
release, PFMS is a web 
based online transaction 
system for fund manage-
ment and e-payment to 
implementing agencies 
and other beneficiaries. 
The primary objective of  
PFMS is to establish and 
efficient fund flow system 
and expenditure network. 

It basically reduces man-
ual accounting and brings 
about more transparency in 
fund management system. 
The trainees were trained 
on fund flow management 

from state to district and 
from district to block and 
village, programme imple-
mentation plan, budgeting 
and expenditure filing etc. 

The resource persons 

for the training were Na-
galakshmi Shankar, Fi-
nance Consultant, NVB-
DCP, MoHFW, GoI and 
Prabhash Jha, Technical 
Advisor of  PFMS, The 

Dimapur, August 31 (EMN): National tobacco control 
program Phek (NTCP) and National Oral Health Program 
Phek, organised a school awareness programme on harmful 
effects of tobacco and importance of oral health at Govern-
ment Higher Secondary School, Pfütsero.

Dimapur,  August  31 
(EMN): The general body 
meeting of  sister organsia-
tions Gokha Mahila Sami-
ti (GMS), Gorkha Sahi-
tya Kala Sanstha (GSKS), 
Gorkha Youth Associa-
tion (GYA), Gorkha Stu-
dents Union (GSU) under 
Gorkha Public Panchayat 
Kohima (GPPK) was held 
on August 27 at GPPK 
Hall Chandmari. 

During the meeting 
new team of  office bearers 
for the tenure 2017-2020 
for the four bodies were 
elected. 

The new team of  GMS 
will be led by Drupadi 
Lama as president and Mo-
nilata Thapa as general sec-
retary; GSKS will be led by 
C K Lama as president and 
Sushita Limbu as general 
secretary; GYAK will be 
headed by Narayan Baha-
dur as president and Manoj 
Thapa as general secre-
tary; and GSUK will be led 
Meghraj Lama as president 
and Yommi Hangma Rai 
as general secretary. 

Declaration and intro-
duction of  office bearers of  

Dimapur,  August  31 
(EMN): The Tuensang 
District Legal Services Au-
thority (TDLSA) organised 
one-day consultative meet-
ing with the stakeholders 
of  Juvenile Justice system 
at Durbar Hall DEF Tuen-
sang on August 30.

Delivering keynote ad-
dress, Mayang Lima, Prin-
cipal District and Sessions 
Judge Tuensang and Chair-
man TDLSA highlighted 
a brief  interpretation on 
Juvenile Justice Act and 
reviewed the acts and rules 
to work with better juvenile 
system.

Shairng activties of Spe-

cial Juvenile Police Unit 
(SJPU), Neizhalie,  OC 
Longkhim and SJPU mem-
ber stressed on the need 
to equip SJPU through 
workshop programmes 
to clear doubts and errors 
arising out of  ignorance 
, negligence , lack of  co-
ordination and to  avail 
opportunity.

Principal Magistrate of  
Juvenile Justice Board and 
secretary TDLSA, N.kano 
appraised the stakeholders 
on the proper functioning 
system and called for team 
work in matters relating to 
child.

JJB member, James also 

shared that observation 
home is the best place for 
proceeding to give child 
friendly services.

Presenting the report, 
Khaikho (District Child 
Protection officer) shared 
that their role is in supervis-
ing, implementation and 
creating awareness with 
cluster of villages and target 
one school once in a month. 
He reported that village 
Level Child Welfare Com-
mittee has been formed 
within 50 to 60 villages 
under Tuensang, while the 
DCPO also look into spon-
sorship and foster care of  
a child in need of care and 

D i m a p u r  Au g u s t  3 1 
(EMN): The 40 Assam Ri-
fles under the aegis of HQ 
IGAR (North) conducted 
a workshop on consumer 
rights, drug and HIV free 
Nagaland on August 29 
at Town Hall Tuensang 
along with the Chamber of  
Commerce and Industries, 
Tuensang. 

Super in tendent  o f  

Taxes, Tuensang spoke on 
consumer rights and duties 
and the affects of GST im-
plementation on the traders 
and consumer. 

RMO, 40 Assam Rifles 
gave presentation on harm-
ful effects of  AIDS and 
drug abuse. He also stressed 
on the need to stop discrimi-
nation against people suffer-
ing from HIV. 

Union. 
The participants in-

cluded 48 trainees from 11 
districts which comprised 
of  district vector borne 
officers, finance consult-
ant, secretarial assistant, 
district consultants, data 
entry operator cum ac-
counts assistant, statistical 
cum account assistant from 
NVBDCP, district account 
managers and assistant 
programme manager SHS 
from NHM. 

The training concluded 
with a vote of  thanks from 
Dr. Kevichusa Medikhru, 
Joint Director and State 
Programme Officer, NVB-
DCP. Training completion 
certificates were also given 
away by the State Pro-
gramme Officer.

Resource person, Dis-
trict Nodal Officer NTCP 
and District Oral Health 
Officer, Phek Dr. Reyosalu 
Lase Vizo, sensitised the 
students on harmful effects 
of tobacco and encouraged 
the students not to pick up 
tobacco habit which will af-
fect their health in the long 
run. He also highlighted the 
importance of  oral health 
and advised the students to 
maintain good oral hygiene 
habits by brushing twice 
day daily. 

She said simple habit 
will go a long way in main-
taining optimal oral health 
and added that good oral 
health will have a positive 
impact on an individual’s 
health. 

the four Gorkha organisa-
tions was done by Member 
Election/Selection Com-
mittee, P R Rana while 
oat was administered by 
member B B Rai.

President of  GPPK 
and Convenor of  the com-
mittee, Santu Thapa and 
former president of  Naga-
land Gorka Association, 
R N Lama exhorted the 
newly inducted officials.

Japfu Christian College along the rest of the state joined the Nagaland Emergency Preparedness 
Exercise and conducted a Mega Mock Drill in the college premises on August 30.

protection.
Probation Officer of  ob-

servation home, Shilu Lem-
ba, informed that at present 
they have two inmates.

M e a n w h i l e,  P u k h o 
Meyo, Para Legal Volunteer 
of Thonoknyu LAC, shared 
his experience and challenges 
in dealing with juvenile mat-
ters where there is no SJPU, 
transport and homes in re-
mote areas.

Master Trainer, NSLSA, 
Cheliam Khiamniungan gave 
the summing up of the meet-
ing and deliberations held 
with steps to be taken as a 
follow up in providing justice 
by the stakeholders.

The same programme 
was also conducted by Mon 
District Legal Services Au-
thoirty (MDLSA) at front 
office of MDLSA on August 
30.

The MDLSA team high-
lighted the powers and func-
tions of stakeholders. 

Representatives of Child 
Welfare Committee (CWC), 
District Child Portection 
Unit (DCPU) and Special 
Juvenile Police Unit (SJPU) 
were present at the meeting.

Talk on consumer rights, drug, HIV 
The event was attend-

ed by Cdr 7 Sector Assam 
Rifles, Additional DIG, 
Commandant of  40 As-
sam Rifles, civil adminis-
tration officials including 
Superintendent of  Police, 
Tuensang, SDO (Civil) and 
traders and shopkeepers of  
Tuensang.

The event concluded 
with a musical performance 
by JAZZ Band of 40 Assam 
Rifles.

RMO, 40 Assam Rifles; Superintendent of Taxes, Tuensang speaking 
at the programme.
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Sick districts

T
he Chief  Executive Officer of  the country’s think 
tank NITI Aayog Amitabh Kant have categori-
cally stated that around 200 eastern districts in 
the country from 7-8 states are the reason why In-

dia is dragged along holding it back from developing. He 
also added that it is time these states and districts need to 
be named in public and also be shamed. Although he did 
not name these states and districts one has a fair idea of  at 
least the states since he mentioned it as from the eastern ar-
eas of  the country where these sickly districts are located. 
Then for obvious reasons, the Northeast with the exception 
of  Sikkim with some parts of  Arunachal Pradesh and Mi-
zoram all will surely be part of  what he meant. Sikkim is 
excluded because it has one of  the highest per capita GSDP 
among the states being fourth highest in the country in 
2016-17. Arunachal Pradesh and Mizoram also fall some-
where in the middle of  the all India comparison in terms 
of  per capita GSDP. Therefore the remaining states of  the 
Northeast namely Assam, Manipur, Meghalaya, Nagaland 
and  Tripura along with Bihar, Jharkhand, West Bengal and 
Orissa will sum up to about 200 districts. These states are 
all somewhere at the bottom of  the GDP per capita list. We 
can give or  take a few districts from  the total 28 districts of  
both Arunachal Pradesh and Mizoram with some districts 
of  the other eastern states. Therefore with  just a brief  look 
into the latest economic survey of  the country, the disclosure 
by the CEO of   NITI Aayog  brings  to light exactly which 
are the sick districts and states in India. A few decades back, 
such statements would have attracted more intense political 
debates with ample use of  the regional and minority card. 
Some states would have considered it as insensitive ridicule 
for being poor and under-developed. With changing times 
along with the growth that the nation have experienced in 
recent times, poverty  is now either correlated with laziness 
or corruption. Micromanagement of  these districts might of-
fer varying reasons and will not necessarily be similar among 
all the districts and states, but on face value it indicates col-
lective failure of  the people and the governments. There can 
be other unique reasons especially in the militancy-ridden 
states in the Northeast where the pilferage of  developmental 
funds are more. At the same time some of  the states may be 
artificially amplifying its unique problems to even underper-
form. However, what these states need to realise is that they 
just might have laid down all the cards in the table. It now 
seems certain that a time has come for all these state gov-
ernments to realise that the country and the majority of  the 
people is not willing to accept freeloaders anymore. 

Soe Myint & Subir Bhaumik | iaNS

Lhouvi Tseikhanuo

Few of us who are original mem-
bers of  the Democratic Party of  
Nagaland with cock as the sym-

bol who are alive by the grace of  God 
have been honoured and immensely 
helped in different ways by the current 
Party of  the NPF for which we are 
grateful to them. We praise God for 
them and are proud of  them.

The crisis after crisis cropped up 

among them within several years is a 
very sad thing. It is a known fact that an 
elected post is a hard earned and costly 
paid post. So any disadvantage cannot 
be taken for granted and seeking better 
chance or position is natural and inevi-
table for every member or worker. In a 
crisis a Chief  Minister is a Party leader 
alone cannot be responsible.Ambition 
is always the cause of  a tug of  war. So 

no one can be fully blamed and no one 
can be fully justified but all are respon-
sible or victims of  ambition. There is 
no human ethics in politics. A rival can 
become a co-worker if  there is a benefit 
or a co-worker can become a rival in 
view of  seeking a better chance.

We honour our current leaders 
such as Neiphiu Rio,Dr Shiirhozelie 
and T.R Zeliang because they are our 

top leaders. There is a problem among 
them awaiting the decision of  central 
election commission. But as a senior 
citizen I request in the name of  Christ 
that the tussel is dropped honourably 
without the  intervention of  the Central 
Election Commission.

Rev L. Suohie Mhasi
Email: rev.suohie_mhasi@yahoo.com

A Request in Christ’s Name
ReadeRs’ Mirror Views & reViews

Our troubles can fill our prayers with love and 
empathy for others.

“Is God doing something new in your life?” was the question 
the leader asked in a group I was in recently. My friend Mindy, 
who is dealing with some difficult situations, responded. 

She told of needing patience with aging parents, stamina for her 
husband’s health issues, and understanding of her children and 
grandchildren who have not yet chosen to follow Jesus. Then she 
made an insightful comment that runs contrary to what we might 
normally think: “I believe the new thing God is doing is He’s ex-
panding my capacity and opportunities to love.”

That fits nicely with the apostle Paul’s prayer for new believ-
ers in Thessalonica: “May the Lord make your love increase and 
overflow for each other and for everyone else” (1 Thess. 3:12). He 
had taught them about Jesus but had to leave abruptly because 
of rioting (Acts 17:1–9). Now in his letter he encouraged them 
to continue to stand firm in their faith (1 Thess. 3:7–8). And he 
prayed that the Lord would increase their love for all.

During difficulties we often choose to complain and ask, Why? 
Or wonder, Why me? Another way to handle those times could be 
to ask the Lord to expand His love in our hearts and to help us take 
the new opportunities that come to love others.

I’ve got my own list of things I could worry about, Lord. Change 
my thinking. Open my eyes to love.

God’s Doing 
Something New

DAIly
PATH

India wants to help Myanmar build a strong phys-
ical infrastructure for growth focused on creating 
public assets for the country rather than commer-
cial assets for its own business, Indian Ambassa-

dor Vikram Misri said here, ahead of  Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi’s visit next week.

“We don’t want to do what some other countries 
are doing. We want to create public assets for Myan-
mar to use, not commercial infrastructure to primarily 
promote our business,” Misri told Mizzima News in 
an interview on Thursday.

Most of  the development projects supported by 
India are financed by grants and some by conces-
sional line of  Credit. “But the idea is not to create 
for Myanmar a financially unsustainable debt burden, 
our projects are to help Myanmar’s economy bloom,” 
he said.

The ambassador said the first two phases of  the 
Kaladan Multi Modal project were ready, the port 
and inland waterways infrastructure.

“Work will soon start on the 109-km road connect-
ing Paletwa river terminal to Zorinpui on Myanmar’s 
border with Mizoram state in northeast India. The 
construction is expected to start after the monsoon in 
October. The contract has been awarded,” Misri said.

But the project has not been included in Prime 
Minister Modi’s programme because of  the situation 
in Rakhine state.

Ambassador Misri said Modi’s visit will focus 
on the bilateral “strong civilisational linkages” and 
project the great diversity of  Myanmar’s culture.

The ambassador said India was offering and 
would offer more support to Myanmar during its 
transition to democracy “as we have the most relevant 
experiences to offer in nation-building, federalism, 
democratic participation and so much more.” 

“But we don’t want to push any agenda in My-
anmar, as some nations want, we don’t want to lec-
ture Myanmar on what they should do but just offer 
and let them make the choice. At the end of  the day, 
the Myanmar government and people have to decide 
what is best for them.” 

“We may not offer Myanmar the glitziest of  gadg-
ets or the most flashy of  lifestyle products but we will 
offer something that is relevant for Myanmar. That is 
because we share the same existential experience,” he 
said.

Misri said Modi will meet Myanmar leaders at 
Nay Pyi Taw on September 6 after arriving from the 
BRICS Summit in Xiamen, China.

Then he will visit the Ananda Pagoda at Bagan 
which has been restored by Indian archaeologists who 
have uncovered priceless murals during the unlayer-

ing. We have put this on his programme keeping in 
mind the place the Ananda Pagoda has in Buddhist 
cosmography,” Ambassador Misri said.

He said the Indian restoration work at Bagan has 
received huge acclaim even from the Burmese diaspo-
ra.

Misri said work on the two segments of  the Asian 
Trilateral Highway will start after the monsoon.

“During the PM’s visit, we will also raise the is-
sue of  focusing on a softer side of  hard infrastructure 
like roads and ports, that involves putting in place ar-
rangements for easy border crossing and motor vehi-
cles agreements,” he said.

“We want transport corridors to be converted into 
growth corridors and that is possible when you have 
arrangements for easy movement, liberal customs re-
gime and that kind of  thing,” Misri said, adding that 
India wanted “a cascading impact on local economy 
to come from the new physical infrastructure creat-
ed”.

Misri said India would open up its higher educa-
tion sector, including specialised areas like Infotech, 
banking, finance with more scholarships.

“We will review all these arrangements during 
PM Modi’s visit and we will try to do what Myanmar 
wants,” said Misri.

He hinted that some energy projects with Indian 
support were also up for consideration.

Bureaucrats are like Chanakya, 
the guru and advisor to Chan-
dragupta Maurya. Chanakya is 

said to have formulated the rise of  the 
Mauryan Empire, the largest of  ancient 
India, which some historian’s accredit 
to his vedic ethics while others claim he 
is more the crafty amoral Machiavelli. 
Whichever it be, of  greater or lesser ca-
liber, He and they are the helmsmen of  
statecraft and the courses they chart test 
their worthiness. Skilled in their field, 
they can be characterized as: those that 
have equanimity, discernment, scruples 
and those that profess the same in self-
importance and conceit. Their roles are 
predestined and it is up to leaders to 
wisely glean from their counsel the best 
way forward.

The North East is a region rich in 
ingenious cultures and energy sources 
that is impeded physically and mentally 
by a landbridge to mainland India, nor-
mally a simple equation of  distance, 
the context is changed though with the 
presence of  a bullish neighbor of  past 
aggression. The compulsions behind 
the Sino-Indian war of  1962 have not 
altered but gained weightage and com-
plexity and ought to have impelled Del-
hi to approach this geo-political anom-
aly by gathering perspectives from the 
people at ground zero. Instead, to 
compound the issue, there has been an 
accumulation of  disquiet in the region 
that can be traced back to a lack of  per-
ception, handling and application by 
a section of  bureaucrats. This class of  
Babus probably share a similar view that 
north-easterners and their lands are 
too far away, too Asian, too aborigine 

of  mind, manner and foliage and may 
have over the years perhaps influenced 
and pre-empted initiatives from politi-
cal leadership to change realities. This 
rotten attitude will attract yet another 
but definitive debacle.

So, what are the possible configura-
tions that can be done? If  Delhi is truly 
concerned, then, She probably has a 
few years to put into place a core po-
litical entity of  an indigenous charac-
ter, resilient to fend for its interests or 
at least make it an unpalatable propo-
sition for aggression. This would en-
tail a more federalist center/regional 
relationship, in other words, hasten 
the inevitable process of  de-centraliza-
tion; the essence of  good governance. 
Strangely, it is all about non-governance 
or the politically correct terms ‘devolu-
tion of  powers, delegation, empower-
ment, responsibility’. Simply propping 

up state governments or attempting to 
saffronize the region or a neighbor at-
tempting to crimsonize even from the 
other side of  the fence is not the answer 
and cannot sustain. 

Crucial to this play is the role of  the 
Naga. Will he be equipped with his in-
herent strengths to vitalize the region or 
handicapped with an operating system 
of  government that has been effectively 
virused? Merely rebooting will not sal-
vage the damage unless replaced with a 
new and upgraded system. 

And thereby the query Mr. Modi, 
are your confidantes the pukka and high 
minded types or are they the Machi-
avellian sort? Their guidance either way 
will impact the region as never before 
as the pace of  technology is stripping 
away ignorance and transparency is 
changing the dynamics of  how the 
world functions in innumerable ways.

BJP is building a broad spectrum of political 
unity in the country and projecting the nation 
in a manner for a classless society, to erase out 
the classified society from the mentality of  

the people evolving an integral humanism. The party 
is actively engaged in transforming the economy and 
society of  the country. Equality of  development is the 
hallmark of  the party irrespective of  BJP ruled or non-
ruled states but on the criteria of  need-based or under-
developed areas or region for all round development 
in the country. Now transformation is put to the front 
by the government. Because many of  the old and out-
dated system of the congress era which are no more 
relevant for the fast changing world are being replaced 
with new system and updated ones which are suitable 
for all sections of  people for efficient management of  
the country. As a matter of  fact, the old congress era 
has gone and a new Era and Chapter has begun with 
the BJP, the dominant political player in the country.

Today, the BJP led NDA government is taking 
manifold initiatives in administrative, economic, social 
and cultural reforms under the leadership of  Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi toward modernisation for the 
comfort of  all sections of  people in the country. India’s 
foreign policy and relationship is taking a new leaf  in 
multi-dimensional form and diplomatic build-up is 
taking place on positive note with many key countries 
around the world. Many other reforms are in the pipe-
line to be taken up. Thus, it is sparing no effort in build-
ing peace, tranquillity, and social justice for alround de-
velopment. Togetherness is the catchword of  BJP led 
NDA government, carrying the caption on the theme 
as “Sabka Saath, Sabka Vikas” - altogether for devel-
opment and development for all. The button of  good 
governance is already pressed on and it is working well.

The party has already laid a firm foothold since 
2014 parliamentary election and there seems to be no 
stopping victory in electoral politics either in Pancha-
yat or state elections since then. It all appears that this 
trend of  electoral victory will continue with the good 
governance in economic and social justice in the coun-
try. Taking this momentum of wave building, the BJP 
appears set to rule for the next 50 years and put India in 
the forefront of  international arena on a firm footing. 
As because, it appears that BJP will win the 2019 par-
liamentary election more massively. If  that is so, then 
there is probability that some minor political parties 
may disappear from Indian political scene. And gradu-
ally, the pluralistic political parties may decrease and 
somewhat more prominent political party may evolve 
for survival towards a sense of  competition.

The emerging economy of India is growing strong 
and becoming one of  the fastest growing economies 
in the world. The pro-poor programme of removing 
the below poverty line is one of  the top agenda of  the 
BJP led NDA government. The fiscal deficit has been 

reined in at 3.9% in 2015-16. Both direct and indirect 
taxes witnessed a growth rate of  20% which is unprec-
edented in the country of  independent India. India’s 
economy surpasses U.K’s Forbes as such UK $ 2.29 
and India $ 2.30 trillion.

The BJP always welcome positive criticism for 
the welfare of  the people and for development. How-
ever, any criticism must contain constructiveness and 
a sufficient reason for the realisation of  the people to 
understand their misdeed. Criticism for the sake of  
political game devoid of  value in life is a disservice to 
the people. All sorts of  attempts at trying to fool is a 
futile exercise. Now Nagas are wise enough to judge 
whether the allegations are serviceable or if  it is just a 
bluff. Definitely, now Naga people are well aware of  
the BJP led NDA policies and programmes as because 
these are people welfare oriented and accepting BJP as 
a people’s party which sooner than later will take over 
the helms of  state government for alround and equal 
development.

One can clearly understand that Congress policy 
has proved to be elusive to tribal people and hilly sec-
tion of  the region be it infrastructurally or attachment 
of  sentiment to the public. Politics should take all 
people along and party politics have to play a kind of  
competition in a broad spectrum development and em-
phasize in action for the welfare of  the people. Taking 
care of  the welfare of  the people has to be uppermost. 
The kind of  character assassination and the tactics of  
murder of  democracy are to be desisted. There should 
be friendly politics but not enmity. Spirit of  competi-
tion has to be on the line of  people’s welfare matters.

Indian politics has already matured. As such leaders 
or politicians are to act conscientiously and construc-
tively but not outpouring of  anger and abusive words to 
opponents. Divisive attitude destroys everyone. It does 
not contribute any good to any one. But this has been 
the politics of  the day. And politicians appear to be en-
joying uttering abusive words to opponents. At times 
they feel it to be a success in their political life.

Corruption in Nagaland is rampant at all levels. 
How to check this is a big question. But we have to 
remove it one day. Politicians, bureaucrats and even 
lower level employees in the office prove no excep-
tion. Government after government and there has still 
been no effort to check corruption in the state so far. 
It just keeps going on and on. Citizens’ right or villag-
ers’ right of  getting a service or getting a scheme of  
development or project implementation comes across 
with too many hurdles. The work is left abandoned 
yet shown on paper but on the ground, zero or it takes 
a long time to complete the work. Villagers hardly get 
their due share. The public has to wait for a long time 
and quality of  work is compromised. Seeing all these, 
BJP is taking all measures to check the menace of  the 
worst disease which is affecting the fabric of  the soci-

ety and its development. The disease fatally affects all. 
The people are sick - sick of  corruption. Due to it the 
gap between the rich (habitual manipulator) and the 
poor is increasingly getting wider. That is being called 
“filthy rich”.

Here at homeland, Naga people are feeling infe-
riority complex. More than half  a century (54 years 
passed) of  statehood and no infrastructural develop-
ment worth its name. No worthwhile institutions till 
today except Nagaland University in the mid nineties. 
yet the growth is slow. No medical college, no engi-
neering college, no nationalised level institute, no cen-
tral level research institute in the state so far.

Can this be called a step motherly treatment or is it 
because of  visionless leaders of  the present and the past 
or would it be called selfishness with complete lack of  
concern for the state and the new generation? All these 
accounted for the backwardness and unemployment 
problem in the state. large amounts of  resources are 
thrown outside the state for thousand and thousands 
of  students each year but deprived of  the resources for 
recirculation in the state.

Now another question, where is railway? Roads 
are only one way traffic. That also remains miserable. 
Inter-district road connectivity, rural road connectivity 
are very poor and in deplorable condition. Air needle-
eyes service is becoming difficult to handle the increas-
ing volume of  passengers on flight.

However, with BJP government at the Centre, 
things started moving forward. The ongoing four-lane 
Dimapur-Kohima road, new railway connectivity lines 
in the foothills and Dimapur-Kohima (Secü-Zubza) 
have been approved. Several major road links are in the 
pipeline, new or improved airline connectivity service, 
inland waterways, trade and tourism provisions and 
package, industries and commerce package are in the 
pipeline. These employment generated infrastructural 
development will truly bring the state at par with the 
rest of  India along with the smart city programme of  
Kohima. 

The PM Narendra Modi’s recent All India Radio 
talk and speech on Doordarshan Kendra on 30th July 
2017 regarding the launching of  ‘Quit India Move-
ment’ covering a period of  5 years starting from Au-
gust 2017 to August 2022, the year of  the 75th Anni-
versary of  India’s Independence begins ‘New India’. 
‘Quit India Movement’ has 5 important heads- 1) to 
remove poverty, 2) to remove corruption, 3) to remove 
communalism 4) to remove casteism and 5) to remove 
terrorism. The PM’s radio talk was reaffirmed in his 
Independence Day speech at the rampart of  the Red 
Fort, New Delhi on 15th August 2017. He also added 
that violence in the name of  faith won’t be tolerated.

Dr.V.Thingo
Kohima Science College Hill

  Nagaland

India Wants to Help Myanmar’s Economy 
Bloom, Not Set Any Agenda: Indian Envoy

Delhi, Whither Leadeth Thou?

BJP the Changing Face of Indian Politics

BIBlE READ:  1 Thessalonians 3:6–13  
THouGHT foR ToDAy:

May the Lord make your love increase and overflow 
for each other and for everyone else, 

just as ours does for you. 
~ 1 Thessalonians 3:12
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Today’s AsTro-predicTion

Aries (MAr 21 - Apr 19): The execution 
of  contracts and other legal documents looks 
favorable now, Aries. You might consider go-
ing into business, perhaps in a partnership with 

some friends. This looks good, but there’s a chance that 
one of  them has been keeping things from you, and this 
might make you angry. Honest communication is neces-
sary in order to succeed at a new enterprise.

TAurus (Apr 20 - MAy 20): Everyone is 
likely to be making demands on you right now, 
which can have you in a dither. A career suc-
cess could be offset by an upset with a partner 

over a miscommunication. This should be worked out, 
but it might take the wind out of  your sails if  you let it, 
Taurus. It would be a good idea to derail any upset before 
it runs you down. Invite your partner out to celebrate!

GeMini (MAy 21 - Jun 21): This should be 
a fortunate day, Gemini, including love, career, 
money, and health. Plans for a trip might finally 
materialize, and a long-awaited solution for a 

niggling health concern could manifest. You should feel 
very enthusiastic and optimistic about your future. You 
might even be daring enough to take a few more chances 
than usual. Go for the gold, and don’t be surprised if  you 
actually get it!

CAnCer (Jun 22 - Jul 22): If  you’ve 
been expecting a settlement of  some kind, 
today it might finally come or show signs 
of  coming soon, Cancer. This is a great day 

to invest in a home, land, or property. It’s especially 
necessary to read the fine print before signing any-
thing. Your mind might be a little foggy. Anything 
you have to do could require a little more concentra-
tion than usual.

leo (Jul 23 - AuG 22): Some paperwork 
might need attention today, Leo. You may also 
be on the phone a lot. Communication should 
be clear, open, and honest, so you’ll accom-

plish exactly what you need to. An intimate and loving 
conversation could take place between you and a close 
friend or lover who might follow up with a visit to your 
home.

VirGo (AuG 23 - sep 22): Physically, 
Virgo, you feel strong and energetic. This is 
a good day to look into expanding your ho-
rizons. All signs point to personal and career 

success. Some surprising communications from friends 
or neighbors could bring fascinating information your 
way. You’ll know just what to do with it. Follow your 
instincts!

librA (sep 23 - oCT 22): Ingenuity and 
practicality lead to success now. Something 
may be accomplished that has meant a lot to 
you, Libra, and you should feel particularly 

satisfied with yourself  and maybe even a little excited. A 
lot of  comings and goings could take place in the home 
today, with visitors and family members popping in and 
out. Stay centered.

sCorpio (oCT 23 - noV 21): You might 
put a lot of  effort into the appearance of  
your house. Some people you’d like to im-
press could visit your home tonight, Scor-

pio. You should be especially intuitive now, so don’t 
be surprised if  you anticipate what they’ll say before 
they say it. Make it work for you! Success through 
entertaining and the astute use of  intuition are highly 
indicated.

sAGiTTArius (noV 22 - DeC 21): A group 
you’re affiliated with could meet somewhere in 
your neighborhood, Sagittarius. Though you’re 
usually more sensitive and intuitive than oth-

ers, today you could be feeling especially so. Expect a lot 
of  phone calls and visitors. Don’t be surprised if  you can 
read their minds! Artistic and creative interests could also 
be important to you now.

CApriCorn (DeC 22 - JAn 19): This is 
a period when your business and financial in-
terests continue to fly high. You may feel dis-
oriented at times, as everything seems to be 

happening at once, Capricorn. Yet all you can do is go 
with the flow. You’re on a roll! Matters involving friend-
ship and love also are changing rapidly, mostly for the bet-
ter, though you might leave some longtime companions 
behind.

AquArius (JAn 20 - Feb 18): Things may 
be unstable for you this morning, Aquarius, 
but improve quite a bit by the end of  the day. 
If  you can, you should probably just sleep this 

morning. Get a full amount of  rest so you can fully enjoy 
the latter part of  the day. This will leave you with plenty 
of  energy so you can make the most of  your night with 
someone special.

pisCes (Feb 19 - MAr 20): Make sure you 
have an equal amount of  give and take in your 
life, Pisces. If  someone gives you a compli-
ment today, know how to receive it graciously 

instead of  brushing it off  as something meaningless. At 
the same time, be generous with your compliments to oth-
ers. It costs you nothing and it’s worth a treasure chest of  
gold. How can you beat a deal like that?

While the international commu-
nity is heaving a collective sigh 
of  relief  over the withdrawal 
of  forces by India and China 

from Doklam, concerns are being raised over 
the way Beijing is using its proxies in Aus-
tralia to flex its muscle.

“The challenge is how do we cope with 
the fact that our single-biggest customer is 
instructing students and teachers to have 
red hot patriotic sentiment when they are in 
Australia,” John Garnaut, a former adviser 
to Prime Minister Malcolm Turnbull, has 
said.

Garnaut, who has also been a corre-
spondent in China, has expressed concern 
over the way Chinese students have mobi-
lised against teachers who displayed what 
they perceived to be anti-China sentiments, 
the Australian Financial Review reported.

The senior Australian bureaucrat seems 

to be referring to a recent incident in which 
a University of  Sydney Information Tech-
nology lecturer was forced to issue a public 
apology after Chinese students expressed 
outrage over his use of  a map showing Chi-
nese-claimed territory as part of  India.

A Wechat account run by a Chinese stu-
dents’ group, aptly-named Australian Red 
Scarf, posted an article demanding that the 
map be removed.

The timing of  the demand surprised 
many as the map was used as lecture materi-
al 18-months back by the lecturer concerned. 
It is believed that the border spat at Doklam 
provoked the protest. 

The fact that the senior IT lecturer, 
Khimji Vaghjiani, is of  Indian origin seems 
to have instigated the complaint about the 
map, downloaded from the internet.

The disturbing incident came after a bi-
zarre protest staged by a Sydney-based Chi-
nese automobile group as they drove in their 
luxury cars in front of  the Indian Consulate 
General here on the 70th anniversary of  In-

dia’s independence.
Bentleys, Lamborghinis, BMWs, AUDIs 

and Maseratis were reportedly among the 10 
luxury cars which joined the parade repre-
senting a Communist country’s viewpoint.

“Anyone who offends China will be 
killed no matter how far the target is,” read 
one of  the slogans painted on one of  the 
luxury cars.

It is this unveiled aggression precisely 
which is worrying academics and political 
commentators Down Under.

In the past month or so, at least three 
similar incidents in different Australian 
universities have been reported. The recent 
assertiveness of  Chinese students is being 
linked to instructions reportedly emitting 
from Beijing.

“One of  (Chinese President) Xi Jinping’s 
objectives has been to ensure that the party 
can project its interests into the world, in-
cluding following Chinese people wherever 
they go,” Garnaut said in his speech at The 
Australian Financial Review’s Higher Edu-

cation Summit Tuesday.
According to Garnaut, President Xi is re-

lying on the United Front Work Department 
to exert influence abroad.

“It’s got a large presence in Australia 
which is not sufficiently understood,” Gar-
naut was quoted as saying by the Australian 
Financial Review in an article headlined: 
“Beijing is stirring up ‘red hot patriotism’ 
among Chinese students on Australian cam-
puses”.

Garnaut is not the only one raising con-
cerns over the “large presence” of  Chinese 
expats and international students and the 
way they are pushing China’s agenda in Aus-
tralia.

Senior journalist Andrew Bolt has al-
ready expressed his view on the way the Chi-
nese expats and students show their aggres-
sive stance while pushing their nationalism 
in Australia.

“More than 1,200,000 Australians have 
Chinese ancestry,” Andrew Bolt wrote in his 
regular column in the Herald Sun last week.

“This is a security risk as China asserts 
its power -- both in foreign affairs and over 
Chinese at home, including relatives of  those 
here,” he added, while highlighting all the re-
cent incidents where Chinese students have 
grouped and forced university lecturers to 
make changes to their lecture material or in-
structions.

Vaghjiani’s targeting prompted an inter-
vention by Indian High Commissioner Ajay 
M. Gondane, who urged Australian univer-
sities to protect the right to freedom of  ex-
pression in the wake of  the map incident.

“I could only say that we support free-
dom of  expression. These groups should be 
(promoting) inter-cultural harmony in the 
multicultural context in Australia,” Gon-
dane told The Australian newspaper.

“It is a free country accepting all sorts of  
opinions ... Those groups displaying (uncivi-
lised) behaviour should restrain themselves,” 
he added.

(Rekha Bhattacharjee can be contacted at 
vijaybhatta56@gmail.com)

Chinese Students, Expats Flex Muscle Over Doklam in Australia

Nishant Arora | IANS

Geoff Goodhill | The Conversation

Nivedita | IANS 

As both large and small and 
medium enterprises (SMBs) 
in India aim to modernise 
their data centres to ad-

dress customers needs better, top-level 
VMware executives feel that the com-
pany is ready to help them achieve 
this daunting task.

The task is being facilitated by 
a robust research and development 
(R&D) infrastructure the Cloud infra-
structure and business mobility leader 
has built over the years in India.

In the area of  network virtualisa-
tion and security, the researchers in 
Pune are contributing significantly to 
the Next-Gen portfolio in “VMware 
NSX”.

The R&D centres are developing 
products that VMware markets to its 
global customers.

“India has a strong and unique 
value proposition for us. As countries 
in the Asia-Pacific and Japan region 
embrace digital technologies, I am 
positive that the Indian firms are now 
busy making plans to modernise their 
data centres to serve their customers 
efficiently,” Duncan Hewett, Senior 
Vice President and General Manager, 
Asia Pacific and Japan, VMware, told 
IANS.

The R&D teams in India are also 
contributing towards key software 
components to realise the implemen-
tation of  the Hybrid Cloud.

According to Arun Kumar Para-
meswaran, Managing Director, 

VMware India, the country is fast re-
moving “digital” roadblocks towards 
data modernisation, adopting secure 
virtualisation technologies and mov-
ing on to Cloud.

“When I meet the top Indian ex-
ecutives, apart from the cost, they are 
concerned about how secure our plat-
forms are. I tell them that with a zero-
trust infrastructure in place and cost-
effective solutions on offer, VMware 
is a natural choice for them to keep 
their data secure,” Parameswaran told 
IANS on the sidelines of  the “VM-
World 2017” conference here.

The company has renewed its fo-
cus towards telecom, banking, finan-
cial services and insurance (BFSI), 
retail and a burgeoning start-up com-
munity as the firms look forward to 
embracing software-defined data cen-
tres.

Transforming networking and se-
curity is a main challenge for the com-
pany.

“The enterprises are asking about 
agility, automation and security. All 
our offerings - be it the network vir-
tualisation and security platform 
‘VMware NSX’, VMware Cloud on 
Amazon Web Services (AWS) or 
‘Workspace ONE’, remove barriers 
to Cloud migration and portability, 
increases IT efficiency and opens up 
new opportunities for customers,” 
Parameswaran added.

According to the International 
Data Corporation (IDC), VMware is 
the market share leader in both the 
worldwide cloud systems manage-
ment and the data centre automation 

software markets, based on the 2016 
revenue.

In India, the key innovations com-
ing from VMware’s R&D centres are 
in the fields of  software-defined net-
working, virtualisation, virtual desk-
tops, digital workspace, enterprise 
mobility management, cloud automa-
tion and operations monitoring.

“Several customers in India want 
to modernise data centres and inte-
grate Public Cloud into their infra-
structure. But the penetration of  vir-
tualisation is still low in the country. 
Some of  the large government and 
public companies have not yet vir-
tualised their infrastructure,” Rajiv 
Ramaswami, Chief  Operating Of-
ficer, Products and Cloud Services, 
VMware, told IANS.

The State Bank of  India is one ex-
ample where the company has mod-
ernised its entire banking experience 
- from building new apps, virtual desk-
top infrastructure, access and storage 
in data centre and secure it.

“Over the time, public cloud serv-
ices are going to increase in the coun-
try. Different companies are at the 
various stages of  cloud adoption and 
would eventually fall in place,” Ram-
aswami said.

“Although we are not launch-
ing country-specific products but our 
key offerings have significant R&D 
components coming from India,” he 
added.

(Nishant Arora is in Las Vegas at 
the invitation of  VMware. He can be 

contacted at nishant.a@ians.in)

What does this mean:

wht has Don Trm don nw?
You’ve probably decided the intended 

question is: “What has Donald Trump done 
now?”

But how did you reach that conclusion? 
The word fragments could be part of  many 
different words. You even expanded two 
almost identical fragments – “Don” and 
“don” – to different words – “Donald” and 
“done”.

When you enter those partial words into 
a Google search, none of  the top search re-
sults relate to the current President of  the 
United States.

So Google’s not that smart after all. 
Clearly, its search programmers and engi-
neers need to better understand what is go-
ing on in the human brain if  they are to im-
prove their search engine algorithms. And 
that’s why they’re turning to neuroscientists 
for help.

Brain interpretation
People are astonishingly capable of  making 
sense of  language, even though it is often 
ambiguous. Even a simple sentence of  well-
formed words has many different interpre-
tations.

For instance “time flies like an arrow” 
could mean “you should time flies like you 
would time an arrow”, or “time flies like an 
arrow would time flies”, among many other 
options.

You can understand that these are all 
possible but you probably chose the most 
common interpretation, “time moves fast 
in a similar way to an arrow”. How do you 
do that?

Understanding language is just one ex-
ample of  the amazing feats of  computation 
you are performing at every moment, with-
out even being aware of  it.

Another is understanding visual im-
ages. Every two-dimensional image on your 
retina could have been generated by any 
number of  three-dimensional scenes. Each 
edge could be part of  several different ob-
jects, or indeed just noise. But you almost 
always get it right.

One difficult example is segmenting 
objects from background, even when the 
images (and thus object borders) are very 
noisy, and the objects are complex shapes, 
which is often the case with medical imag-
ing. Even without noise it can be hard for 
algorithms to segment out what’s impor-
tant.

Another difficult example is adversarial 
images, specifically designed to fool compu-
ter vision algorithms, even though humans 

have no problem with them.
Current computer algorithms and pro-

grams are catching up with human skill in 
domains like language understanding and 
processing visual images.

But Google and other tech companies 
would love to get better at this, to improve 
both their products and their ability to ex-
tract statistical patterns from vast amounts 
of  data.

Tech needs neuroscience
That’s why they have been hiring from the 
neuroscience sector to gather people with 
backgrounds in understanding how biologi-
cal brains perform computations.

For example, earlier this year Uber hired 
Zoubin Ghahramani, an expert in machine 
learning and former neuroscientist, as its 
chief  scientist.

Demis Hassabis, founder of  the start-
up DeepMind (subsequently acquired by 
Google for more than £400-million) who 
also has a background in neural processing, 
recently boasted another recruit from neu-
roscience.

These are just some of  the high-profile 
cases; there are others who are being hired 
from PhD and postdoc positions who don’t 
make headlines. The research in AI at 
Google is producing results, with a rise in 
the number of  papers published in academ-

ic journals.

Biological thinking
Biological brains work nothing like digital 
computers. Brains are massively parallel, 
harnessing the power of  a huge number of  
relatively slow and simple processing ele-
ments working together. Each neuron is 
connected to many others so that in the hu-
man brain there are about a million billion 
connections.

Digital computers instead do one thing 
at a time, albeit extremely fast. Even so-
called parallel computers simply split the 
problem up into smaller chunks, but each 
chunk still involves performing many indi-
vidual steps.

Brain-like parallel computation can be 
simulated on digital computers. Indeed, deep 
learning is a method for a machine to learn 
from large amounts of  data that was origi-
nally inspired by neuroscience, and is now a 
key ingredient of  Google’s algorithms.

But on digital computers this requires 
large amounts of  power, while the human 
brain uses less power than a light bulb.

Simultaneously, our knowledge of  the 
brain itself  is being transformed by new 
technologies. These include new methods 
for recording large-scale neural activity at 
single neuron resolution.

In humans non-invasive techniques such 

as functional magnetic resonance imaging 
(fMRI) average together the activity of  tens 
of  thousands of  neurons. But in animal 
models it is now possible to label neurons 
with fluorescent markers that glow brighter 
when neurons are active.

Using new types of  microscopy then 
allows us to see every neuron in a large 
region, sometimes even the whole brain, 
working together to solve problems.

New neuroscience techniques such as 
these are poised to revolutionise our under-
standing of  how biological brains perform 
their astonishing feats of  computation.

These new insights will then help drive 
new innovations in the algorithms that pow-
er technology companies, by revealing the 
computational tricks that biology uses to 
stay competitive.

Algorithms are gradually allowing com-
puters to think more and more like a hu-
man. But as AlphaGo recently demonstrat-
ed, predictions of  how long it will take for 
computers to achieve human (or superhu-
man) level performance on any particular 
task are often wrong.

So how long before a Google search 
will be able to understand the phrase at the 
opening of  this article? Let me just finish by 
saying (and check for yourself  how Google 
fails on this one as well):

Wlme t th ftre

Filmmakers are increas-
ingly taking up sensitive issues 
like rape, molestation and other 
crimes against women as a back-
drop for their stories and say it’s 
an effort to create awareness. The 
year 2017 has witnessed this in a 
big way with “Kaabil”, “Maatr”, 
“Mom” and “Lipstick Under My 
Burkha” to the soon-to-release 
“Bhoomi”.

The rushes of  Omung Ku-
mar’s “Bhoomi” hint that a fa-
ther is out to seek revenge for his 
daughter’s sexual molestation.

Kumar says “socially relevant 
films” are creating awareness and 
his effort is only to show what is 
happening in society.

“Socially relevant movies 
work and awareness is generated. 
We are trying to contribute in 
whatever small way for the com-
munity. It is something that is 
happening (in society), but peo-
ple have turned a blind eye (to it).

“We are just trying to bring 
it up front and tell the world 
that it is happening and some-
thing should be done to stop it,” 
Kumar told IANS on the phone 
from Mumbai, and hoped such 
“eye-openers” impact people in 
some way.

In the recent past too, these 
subjects have come up in several 
films.

“Kaabil” was the story of  a 

young blind couple and how their 
life changes after the girl is raped 
by two men in her own house.

“Maatr” and “Mom”, both 
revenge dramas, were stories 
about how the mothers, played 
by Raveena Tandon and Sridevi, 
respectively, take law into their 
own hands and go after the cul-
prits who raped their daughters.

In “Lipstick under the Bur-
kha”, a bold film about the un-
bridled dreams of  four women 
trapped in their lives owing to so-
cietal norms and stereotypes, de-
picts one character facing marital 
rape.

Many say that films are a mir-
ror of  society, while there are oth-
ers who blame movies for boost-
ing eve-teasing and other social 
evils. So are such depictions an 
attempt to nurture a “more con-
sciously responsible” population 
or can it have reverse reaction? 
Leena Yadav, the director of  
“Parched”, says films can’t take 
credit for bringing change in soci-
ety and neither can society blame 
films for bringing bad things into 
structure.

“We are feeding off  each oth-
er. Films come from what is go-
ing around you. Secondly, it’s the 
way you depict anything that can 
make it vulgar, titillating, beauti-
ful or spiritual. The same thing 
can be shot in 30 different ways. 
So when one depicts anything so 
sensitive (as rape and molesta-
tion), you have to be really very 

careful,” Yadav told IANS.
“Something that is from your 

end may be messaging, but it can 
also end up titillating and that 
is really sad. But what to do, we 
have twisted minds out there. So 
it is the responsibility of  the film-
maker that when they tackle any-
thing like that, it has to be done 
with utmost care as it is a very 
tricky thing,” added the director, 
who is now making a film titled 
“Rajma Chawal”.

Often, women’s rights bodies 
target Bollywood for objectifying 
women. Are they happy with this 
change of  focusing on socially 
relevant issues?

Ranjana Kumari, Direc-
tor, Centre for Social Research 
in Delhi, and a women’s rights 
activist, told IANS: “Filmmak-
ers have been showing all kinds 
of  sexuality and sexual violence 
because it sells, but that does not 
mean they should continue doing 
it to make money.

“They should also know their 
social responsibility. In the wake 
of  more gruesome violence, they 
should feel more responsible.”

Social activist Pallabi Ghosh, 
however, feels that cinema has 
somehow helped in creating 
awareness as, after watching 
films, people are thinking that 
this is not just theirs but every-
one’s issue.

(Nivedita can be contacted at 
Nivedita.s@ians.in)

Modernising Data Centres Fast is Key For Indian Enterprises: VMware

Why Google Wants to Think More Like You and Less Like a Machine

More ‘Socially Relevant Films’ to Create Public Awareness
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Prime Minister Narendra Modi with  Doris Leuthard, President of the 
Swiss Confederation  before a meeting at Hyderabad House in New 
Delhi on Thursday.

PTI

News iN Brief
5 Hry cops, part of Dera chief’s 
security, dismissed: Police
Chandigarh, August 31 (PTI): Five Haryana policemen, 
who were part of  Dera Sacha Sauda chief  Gurmeet 
Ram Rahim Singh’s security and were charged with 
sedition, were dismissed from service today, police 
officials said. Sedition and attempt to murder charges 
were slapped against seven persons, including the five 
police personnel, in charge of the Dera chief ’s security 
when he had arrived at Panchkula to appear in a CBI 
court on Friday. They had allegedly tried to free the 
Dera chief when he was brought outside the Panchkula 
Court complex, after a special CBI court convicted him 
in a 15-year-old rape case, the police had said. They 
were produced before a court yesterday which sent 
them to seven days in police remand, the officials said. 
The arrested police personnel were in the ranks of sub- 
inspector, assistant sub-inspector, head constable and 
constable, they said.

Rajiv Gauba takes charge as 
Union Home Secretary
New Delhi, August 31 (IANS): Senior IAS officer Rajiv 
Gauba on Thursday took charge as the Union Home 
Secretary. Gauba, a 1982 batch officer of the Jharkhand 
cadre, joined the Home Ministry as Officer on Special 
Duty on June 27 and took charge as the Union Home 
Secretary upon the superannuation of Rajiv Mehrishi, 
the Ministry said in a statement. Prior to this, Gauba 
was Secretary in the Urban Development Ministry.  
“He has wide-ranging experience in senior positions in 
the central and state governments and in international 
organisations. Hailing from Punjab, the 1959 born 
Gauba is a Physics graduate,” the statement said.

‘Blue Whale’ claims first victim in 
Tamil Nadu
Chennai, August 31 (IANS): A 19-year-old college 
student Vignesh in Madurai is suspected to be the first 
victim in Tamil Nadu of the macabre online game Blue 
Whale, police said. According to the police, the second 
year B.Com was found hanging at his home by his 
father on Wednesday evening. A picture of blue whale 
was drawn on his hand leading to the suspicion that 
Vignesh was prodded to death by the online game. A 
note was also recovered from his residence stating “Blue 
Whale is not a game but danger and once entered you 
can never exit”.

Ex-principal of BRD medical 
college, his wife sent to custody
Gorakhpur (UP), August 31 (PTI): Former principal 
of  BRD Medical College Rajiv Mishra and his wife 
Purnima Shukla were today sent to judicial custody for 
14 days by a local court in connection with the deaths 
of  scores of  children in the state-run medical college 
hospital. The doctor couple, arrested on Tuesday by 
Uttar Pradesh’s Special Task Force (STF), was produced 
before the court of additional sessions judge Shivanand 
Singh, who sent them to the Gorakhpur district jail on a 
14-day judicial remand. There were allegations that the 
deaths happened due to disruption in the oxygen supply 
as the vendor had not been paid for several months.

SC allows plea to abort foetus 
without skull 
New Delhi, August 31 (PTI): The Supreme Court 
today allowed a Pune-based woman to abort her 24-
week foetus, which does not have a skull or a brain. The 
apex court relied on the report of the medical board of  
the Pune-based B J Government Medical College that 
there was no medical treatment for the anomaly. “We 
consider it appropriate and in the interest of justice to 
allow termination of  pregnancy,” a bench comprising 
Justices S A Bobde and L Nageswara Rao said. The 
20-year-old woman was examined at the Pune hospital.

Body of missing doctor found in 
nullah in Worli
Mumbai, August 31 (PTI): The body of  renowned 
doctor Deepak Amrapurkar, who had gone missing on 
Tuesday following heavy rains in the city, was today 
recovered from a nullah near the Coast Guard office 
in central Mumbai’s Worli, police said. The Bombay 
hospital gastroenterologist had slipped into an open 
manhole while wading through the water-logged streets 
near Elphinston Road station. Torrential rains had 
pounded the metropolis throughout the day on Tuesday. 
“Police found his body at Worli around 6.30 am in a 
nullah, which is connected to the city’s drainage system 
and empties into the sea,” Assistant Commissioner of  
Police (Dadar) Sunil Deshmukh said.

Sri Lanka releases 76 fishermen
Rameswaram (TN), August 31 (PTI): Seventy-six 
Tamil Nadu fishermen, arrested by the Sri Lankan 
Navy for allegedly fishing in the island nation’s territorial 
waters, were today ordered to be released by a Lankan 
court, police officials said here. The Oorkavalthurai 
court set free the fishermen, lodged in a Jaffna jail 
following their arrest in separate incidents over three 
months this year, they said. Among those ordered to 
be released were 12 fishermen from Rameswaram, six 
from Mandapam, 46 from Pudukottai and eight from 
Nagapattinam. Fishermen Association sources said four 
fishermen are still lodged in Jaffna jail. Meanwhile, eight 
fishermen from Tamil Nadu were arrested and their 
two boats seized by the Sri Lankan Navy in separate 
incidents today for allegedly fishing in the island nation’s 
territorial waters, fisheries department officials said.

Ahluwalia rules out separate 
state in Darjeeling hills
Agartala, August 31 (PTI): Union minister S S 
Ahluwalia today ruled out the possibility of  forming 
separate states in West Bengal’s Darjeeling hills and in 
the Tripura Tribal Areas Autonomous District Council. 
“In case of  forming a new state by carving out any 
territory, the respective state would have to send an 
official proposal and have to furnish logic behind forming 
new state,” he said. Neither West Bengal nor Tripura 
governments had so far sent any such proposal, he said. 
“So, the question of forming new states in West Bengal 
and Tripura does not arise,” the Minister of  State for 
Parliamentary Affairs and Agriculture told reporters 
here. Ahluwalia stressed on talks to solve the problems 
in Darjeeling. He said the Centre was interested in 
empowering the tribal councils or hill councils and in that 
case also specific proposals would have to be proposed 
to the Centre on the basis of which action plans could be 
chalked out. “This demand is not practical. Tripura is a 
small state and there is no question of forming a separate 
state. Likewise, there is no possibility of forming any state 
in Darjeeling of West Bengal,” he said.

Modi, Swiss prez hold talks on 
bilateral, regional, global issues

UP flood toll touches 104; 1 
killed in landslide in U’khand

Sensitise teachers, students on 
Blue Whale Challenge: Maneka‘Government to convert anganwadis 

into pre-school education centres’

Class III student fails to respond 
to roll call; slapped mercilessly 

Opposition attacks government on demonetisation, Congress calls it ‘biggest scam’ 

New Delhi, August 31 
(PTI):  Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi and Swiss 
President Doris Leuthard 
today held extensive talks 
on bilateral, regional and 
international issues and also 
discussed ways to deepen 
bilateral cooperation in 
combating tax evasion and 
black money.

Modi thanked the visit-
ing dignitary for her coun-
try’s support for India’s 
entry into the Nuclear Sup-
plier’s Group (NSG). India 
is grateful to Switzerland for 
supporting India’s member-
ship in the Missile Tech-
nology Control Regime 
(MTCR), he added.

“We had productive 
talks on international, re-
gional and bilateral issues,” 
Modi said at a joint press 
event with Leuthard.

Asserting that transpar-
ency in financial transac-
tions was a matter of  con-
cern worldwide, the prime 

New Delhi, August 31 (IANS): 
The Opposition on Thursday 
stepped up its attack on the gov-
ernment over the RBI’s annual 
report that revealed low efficacy 
of demonetisation, with the Con-
gress terming the move to junk 
high currency notes as the “biggest 
scam” and the CPI-M demanding 
a “black paper” on the issue.

The Aam Aadmi Party also hit 
out at the Modi government and 
claimed that extra notes worth Rs 
1.1 lakh crore were deposited in 
banks following demonetisation.

The Congress, AAP and CPI-
M held separate press conferences 
to slam the government following 
the RBI annual report figures on 
Wednesday which said that of  
the Rs 15.44 lakh crore taken out 
of circulation in the November 8 
demonetisation of Rs 500 and Rs 
1,000 currency notes, Rs 15.28 
lakh crore had returned to the 
system by way of public deposits.

Congress  leader  Anand 

Sharma accused Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi of misleading the 
people on demonetisation, saying 
that he had repeatedly made “false 
statements.” 

Sharma said the Prime Min-
ister had made “false remarks” 
in his Independence Day speech 
about the quantum of black mon-
ey that was unearthed after Rs 500 
and Rs 1,000 notes were scrapped. 

He said demonetisation had 
led to a loss of  GDP of Rs 2.25 
lakh crore and the Prime Minister 
was “directly responsible”. 

“People will accept the truth, 
they can also accept that a mistake 
has been made, but it is wrong to 
state repeatedly that everything 
done was right,” he said.

He said the Attorney General 
had told the Supreme Court that 
due to demonetisation an amount 
of Rs 4-5 lakh crore related to ter-
ror funding will not come back to 
the system. 

“The government has not spo-

ken the truth at every step. People 
have been misled, inconvenienced. 
This has been the biggest scam. 
Those who had illegal money, 
the government has helped them 
make it legal,” Sharma said. 

CPI-M General Secretary 
Sitaram Yechury termed demon-
etisation a “money laundering 
exercise”. 

“All of  the (demonetisation) 
exercise’s stated objectives have 
failed. Normally we ask for a white 
paper on such issues but since 
Prime Minister Modi said it is fight 
against black money, I think the 
government should bring a ‘black 
paper’ on this,” Yechury said.

“Reportedly, more than 100 
per cent of demonetised currency 
is coming back after Bhutanese, 
Nepalese and Co-op Banks Cur-
rency is taken in. This shows it 
was a very, very successful money 
laundering scheme,” he added. 

Yechury said there was no 
mention of  digitisation on No-

vember 8, 2016 but as the econo-
my crashed, the government went 
out of  its way “to help certain 
selected private companies” under 
the “mask of digitisation”.

“Lives, livelihoods and jobs 
have been decimated. This gov-
ernment is responsible for this...
Why were people imposed with a 
burden of printing new notes cost-
ing Rs 8,000 crore and ATM rec-
alibration cost of  over Rs 35,000 
crore in addition to the loss of  
economic activity estimated by the 
CMIE and others to the tune of Rs 
1,50,000 crores?” he asked. 

Yechury said that the govern-
ment “must fix accountability 
for this disaster and punish those 
responsible”.

AAP leader Sanjay Singh 
raised questions over a figure in 
the RBI annual report and referred 
to a media report from November 
2016 which cited the central bank 
as saying that Rs 500 and Rs 1,000 
notes worth Rs 14.18 lakh crore 

were in circulation. 
Singh said since notes worth 

Rs 14.18 lakh crore were in circu-
lation and notes worth Rs 15.28 
lakh crore have come back, there 
is a surplus of Rs 1.1 lakh crore. 

“RBI is lying to the nation. 
Why are they lying? Why are they 
giving wrong facts? They didn’t 
know how many Rs 500 and 1,000 
notes they had in circulation?” he 
asked.

The AAP leader questioned 
whether the extra money was 
black money or fake notes deposit-
ed by people close to the Bharatiya 
Janata Party.

Singh said that Rs 21,000 
crore was spent in printing new 
notes and now a total of Rs 1.31 
lakh crore will be levied from 
people.

“The Prime Minister and 
Finance Minister should answer 
this, else this would be the big-
gest corruption in Indian his-
tory,” he added.

Lucknow, August 31 (PTI): A private 
school teacher here allegedly slapped a class 
three student mercilessly and dragged him 
for not responding to roll call, following 
which she was booked by the police.

The video clip of  the teacher slapping 
and dragging the child has gone viral on 
the social media.

The child said as he was engrossed in 
drawing, he could not respond to the roll 
call by the teacher.

The incident came to light when the stu-
dent reached home from school yesterday 
and his parents noticed that his face was 

swollen and he was behaving in an unusu-
ally dull manner, the police said.

When his parents got in touch with 
his friends, they were told that he had 
been slapped around 40 times by the class 
teacher, they said.

The parents then met the school princi-
pal, who checked the CCTV footage which 
purportedly showed the teacher, Retika V 
John, mercilessly slapping the child and 
dragging him. The principal then called the 
teacher, who tendered her apologies. The 
parents were assured that her service was 
being terminated.

Indian rocket fails to launch navigation satellite 

Confusion over withdrawal of shutdown in Darjeeling

S r i h a r i k o t a  ( A n d -
hra Pradesh) August 31 
(IANS): It was a black 
Thursday for Indian space 
programme as it suffered 
a serious setback after its 
workhorse rocket Polar 
Satellite Launch Vehicle 
(PSLV) failed to deliver 
India’s eighth navigation 
satellite in its intended orbit.

The 1,425 kg Indian Re-
gional Navigation Satellite-
1H (IRNSS-1H), which was 
launched at 7 p.m. on board 
the PSLV, was declared 
unsuccessful after its heat 
shield failed to separate.

Indian Space Research 
Organisation (ISRO) Chair-
man A.S. Kiran Kumar 
said: “The mission was 
unsuccessful.”

“The rocket heat shield 
didn’t separate. The satellite 
is inside the heat shield,” he 
added.

Speaking to the media, 
Kiran Kumar said the rock-
et engines performed well 
but only the heat shield did 
not get separated.

“The satellite was seen 
rotating inside the heat 
shield enclosure,” he said.

Queried about the im-
pact of  the mission fail-
ure on getting commercial 
launch prospects, the ISRO 
Chairman said the issue has 
to be studied. 

The rocket’s heat shield 
should have separated 
some three minutes into the 
launch, but it failed to. The 

scientists waited for some 
19 minutes to see if  it would 
separate, and then declared 
the mission unsuccessful. 

The IRNSS-1H satel-
lite was to have been slung 
into orbit at around 507 
km above the earth. Rocket 
scientists are perplexed at 
the failure.

He said all the com-
mands are pre-planned and 
built into the computers.

Earlier, at around 7 p.m. 
the rocket PSLV standing 
around 44.4 metres tall and 
weighing 321 tonnes with 
a one-way ticket hurtled 
towards the skies ferrying 
the IRNSS-1H.

With a rich orange flame 
at its tail, the rocket as-
cended towards the evening 
skies amidst the resounding 
cheers of  ISRO scientists 
and media team assembled 
at the launch centre.

Space scientists at ISRO 
new rocket mission control 
room were glued to their 
computer screens watch-
ing the rocket escaping the 
earth’s gravitational pull.

The IRNSS-1H is a sub-
stitute for IRNSS-1A as 
the three rubidium atom-
ic clocks of  the latter has 
failed.

The launch failure has 
shocked the Indian space 
community as PSLV has 
a good record of  success 
missions since 1993 and has 
been a major revenue earner 
for Antrix Corporation, 

ISRO’s commercial arm.
PSLV is a four stage 

(engine) rocket powered by 
solid and liquid propellants 
alternatively.

The first and third stages 
are fired by solid propel-
lant and the second and 
fourth stages are fired by 
liquid propellant. The rocket 
that failed on Thursday is 
the much powerful variant 
called PSLV-XL. But for two 
failures - one in 1993 and 
the other on Thursday - the 
PSLV has an excellent suc-
cess record launching several 
Indian and foreign satellites.

Incidentally the launch 
of  the first navigation sat-
ellite IRNSS-1A was also 
postponed from its original 
launch date.

The launch had to be 
put off  initially after find-
ing a problem in one of the 
electro-hydraulic control 
actuators in the rocket’s 
second stage/engine.

The second stage had to 
be dismantled to replace the 
actuator, which is an assem-
bly of several components. 
It weighed around 20 kg.

ISRO also had earlier 
dismantled a fully assem-
bled PSLV rocket to check 
a component in the rocket’s 
second stage.

The failure of  PSLV 
on Thursday is expected to 
impact ISRO’s prospects in 
the global small and me-
dium sized global satellite 
launch market.

Darjeeling, August 31 (IANS): Bringing 
differences within the party to the fore, a 
section of Gorkha Janmukti Morcha lead-
ers on Thursday announced withdrawal 
of the ongoing indefinite shutdown in the 
north Bengal hills for 12 days, even as some 
top leaders of the party claimed otherwise.

According to sources close to the GJM, 
some central committee members held a 
meeting in Darjeeling district’s Kurseong 
and decided to withdraw the ongoing shut-
down from September 1 to September 12.

Party joint secretary Binay Tamang, 
who convened the meeting, could not be 
contacted even after several attempts.

However, denying such a move, GJM 
general secretary Roshan Giri claimed the 
shutdown would continue and said the 
party chief Bimal Gurung has not taken any 
decision to withdraw it.

“Bimal Gurung said the shutdown has 
not been withdrawn,” Giri said in a mes-
sage.

“The shutdown is going to continue. We 
will later decide whether the party would 
participate in the state government spon-
sored all party meeting on September 12. 
The news about withdrawing the shutdown 
is incorrect,” Giri claimed.

Tamang led a five-member party del-
egation at the state government sponsored 
all-party meeting along with other major 
hill parties in Kolkata on August 29 and 
claimed that the peace and normalcy in the 
hills should be restored immediately.

Normal life has been paralysed since 
June 12 due to the indefinite shutdown 
called by the GJM, severely impacting the 
region’s economy based on tea, tourism 
and timber.

New Delhi, August 31 
(PTI):  Union minister 
Maneka Gandhi has written 
to all school principals, ask-
ing them to sensitise teachers 
and students on the Blue 
Whale Challenge, a social 
media “game” which has 
reportedly been linked to 
teenage deaths in several 
countries, including India.

The controversial inter-
net game involves a number 
of  tasks which have to be 
completed by the player in 
50 days. It ends in the person 
taking their own life.

“In view of  continued 
incidents of  #BlueWha-
leChallenge deaths, our 
Ministry has sought active 
role of  schools in tackling 
the issue (sic),” the WCD 
Ministry tweeted.

New Delhi, August 31 (IANS): Minister 
for Women and Child Development Mane-
ka Gandhi on Thursday said that to widen 
the role of anganwadis, the government is 
now shifting the emphasis to convert angan-
wadis into centres of pre-school education.

As part of  this measure, a massive 
exercise is being launched to train the 
anganwadi workers to become pre-school 
teachers. There are currently about 27 lakh 
anganwadi workers and helpers at 14 lakh 
anganwadi centres across the country.

“The role of  anganwadi workers re-
volved around mainly distribution and 
provision of food to children and lactating 
mothers. However, the government is now 
shifting the emphasis to covert anganwadis 
into centres of pre-school education. As a 
result, a massive exercise is being launched 
to train the anganwadi workers to become 

pre-school teachers,” said Gandhi.
She was speaking at a programme 

held here to give national-level awards 
to Anganwadi workers to recognise their 
exemplary voluntary service in the field of  
child development and related areas under 
the Integrated Child Development Services 
(ICDS) Scheme. The awards for the year 
2016-17 were given to 51 awardees.

Gandhi urged the anganwadi workers 
to keep up their dedication to the cause of  
child development, community mobilisa-
tion and awareness generation while deliv-
ering the ICDS Services. 

“The functionaries anganwadi workers 
and anganwadi helpers play a pivotal role in 
child development since the responsibility 
of  taking care of  small children has been 
given to these frontline workers across the 
country under the ICDS,” said the minister.

minister said bilateral coop-
eration with Switzerland in 
the area continued.

The two leaders noted 
that India and Switzerland 
had very good cooperation 
on combating tax evasion 
and black money.

Leuthard was hopeful 
of the law on automatic ex-
change of information being 

cleared by the Swiss parlia-
ment by the end of this year.

The two sides also inked 
two pacts for cooperation in 
the railway sector.

Earlier in the day, Exter-
nal Affairs Minister Sushma 
Swaraj called on the Swiss 
president and discussed vari-
ous bilateral issues.

“First engagement for an 

honoured guest. EAM @Su-
shmaSwaraj called on Presi-
dent Leuthard and discussed 
wide-ranging issues of mu-
tual interest,” External Af-
fairs Ministry Spokesperson 
Raveesh Kumar tweeted.

Leuthard, who is on 
a three-day visit, was also 
given a ceremonial welcome 
at the Rashtrapati Bhavan.

The Swiss president is 
accompanied by senior gov-
ernment officials and a large 
business delegation of lead-
ing Swiss companies.

Swiss presidents have 
visited India on three oc-
casions earlier -- in 1998, 
2003 and 2007. Modi visited 
Switzerland in June last year. 
During the visit, the country 
announced its support to 
India’s membership of  the 
Nuclear Suppliers Group.

The two countries had 
also resolved to strengthen 
cooperation in combat-
ing tax evasion and black 
money.

New Delhi, August 31 
(PTI): Uttar Pradesh’s flood 
woes continued as the toll 
rose to 104 today even as 
heavy rains triggered a land-
slide in Uttarakhand leading 
to the death of one person.

The flood situation in 
Assam and Bihar improved 
significantly.

In Uttarakhand, land-
slide triggered by heavy rain 
claimed a life in Chamoli 
district in the early hours 
when a man was hit by rub-
ble falling from the hillside at 
Pathiyaldhar basti.

In Uttar Pradesh, 28 
lakh people are affected as 
raging waters of  the riv-
ers emanating from Nepal 
caused havoc in vast swathes 
of land.

Citing a report compiled 
till yesterday, the state relief  
commissioner’s office said 
around three lakh people 
have taken shelter in relief  
camps in the affected dis-
tricts of eastern parts of the 
state.

“The death toll in the 
floods has reached 104 in the 

state, where 3,097 villages in 
24 districts are inundated af-
fecting a population of over 
28 lakh,” it said.

Army choppers, NDRF 
and PAC (flood) personnel 
continued relief and rescue 
operations round the clock 
in the severely affected areas 
of  the flood-hit districts of  
the state.

In Assam, the flood situ-
ation improved although 
nearly 61,000 people are 
still affected by the calamity 
across five districts in the 
state.

The total number of peo-
ple who lost their lives in this 
year’s flood-related incidents 
in Assam went up to 158, 
including eight in Guwahati.

As per the report, Mori-
gaon is the worst-affected 
with 30,500 people hit, fol-
lowed by Nagaon with near-
ly 28,000 people affected in 
the deluge.

The flood situation in 
Bihar improved further with 
no fresh reports of any cau-
sality from flooded regions 
of the state.

“The minister has issued 
letters to all school principals 
to sensitise teachers and 
students about Blue Whale 
Challenge.

She has urged the teach-
ers to be extremely vigi-
lant about the behaviour of  
their students,” read another 
tweet.

The ministry of electron-

ics and information technol-
ogy (Meity) had earlier direct-
ed Internet majors -- Google, 
Facebook, WhatsApp, Insta-
gram, Microsoft and Yahoo 
-- to immediately remove the 
links of the challenge.

The WCD minister had 
also written to home and IT 
ministers, raising concerns 
about the online game.



9WORLD
EastErn Mirror  |  Dimapur, Friday, September 1, 2017

AP/PTI

Muslim pilgrims hold umbrellas as they attend noon prayers outside the Namirah mosque on Arafat 
Mountain, during the annual hajj pilgrimage, outside the holy city of Mecca, Saudi Arabia, Thursday, Aug. 
31, 2017. 

News IN BrIef
Two Algerian policemen killed in 
suicide bombing: state media
Algiers, August 31 (PTI/AFP): A suicide bomber 
killed two Algerian policemen today, including one who 
threw himself on the attacker whose explosives belt then 
detonated, state media said, citing the security services.
The officers had intervened when the attacker tried to 
enter the police headquarters in the region of Tiaret, 
about 350 kilometres (220 miles) southwest of the capital 
Algiers, the official APS news agency reported. The 
agency said the “terrorist” had been carrying a weapon 
as well as wearing an explosives belt. “The policemen on 
duty responded quickly, and one of them, in an act of  
bravery, threw himself on the assailant at the entrance of  
the headquarters and lost his life,” the general directorate 
of national security said, quoted by the agency.

Two explosions reported at Texas 
chemical plant
Houston, August 31 (PTI/AFP): Local emergency 
officials today reported two explosions at a flooded 
chemical plant in the Texas town of Crosby, its operators 
Arkema Inc said. “At approximately 2 am CDT 
(0700 GMT), we were notified by the Harris County 
Emergency Operations Center (EOC) of two explosions 
and black smoke coming from the Arkema Inc plant 
in Crosby, Texas,” the company statement said. As a 
precautionary measure officials had already ordered 
the evacuation of an area within three kilometers of the 
organic peroxides plant, which operators had said was 
at risk of exploding due to a “critical issue” triggered 
by monster storm Harvey’s torrential rains. The facility 
had been evacuated following a dangerous loss of on-site 
refrigeration.  

Israel shuts Palestinian radio 
station for ‘incitement to terrorism’
Jerusalem, August 31 (IANS): Israeli forces shut 
down a Palestinian radio station in the West Bank on 
Thursday over charges of  “incitement to terrorism”. 
A military statement said that troops raided the al-
Huriya (Freedom) radio station in the West Bank city of  
Hebron, after it allegedly broadcast a song about a knife 
attack a Palestinian carried out in the Israeli settlement 
of Halamish in July, reports Xinhua news agency. The 
traditional Bedouin-style song was performed during 
a wedding, with improvised lyrics saying “they said 
the (Israeli) army has all the power, (but) he burned 
Halamish, you bunch of settlers ... we just want to live”.

12 killed as heavy rain lashes 
Karachi 
Islamabad, August 31 (IANS): At least 12 persons were 
killed and several injured as heavy rain continued to lash 
Pakistan’s southern port city of Karachi. Torrential rain 
coupled with gusty winds hit the city late Wednesday. 
Seven out of the 12 victims died from electrocution and 
others in roof and wall collapse incidents in different 
parts of the city, Xinhua news agency cited local media 
reports as saying. Several grid stations tripped disrupting 
electricity supply to many areas in the city while a 
majority of the schools remained closed. Road and rail 
services were also affected by the heavy rainfall, causing 
inconvenience to a large number of people planning to 
go to their home towns for the upcoming festival of Eid-
ul-Adha, ARY News reported. 

AP/PTI

Staff Sgt. Lawrence Lind, left, hoists a child into a Black Hawk helicopter while Sgt. Ray Smith, right, 
helps the boy who was rescued from the flood waters from Tropical Storm Harvey, in Port Arthur, Texas, 
Wednesday, Aug. 30, 

Benazir murder: Musharraf declared absconder

Harvey costliest natural disaster 
in US history, toll climbs to 38 

Pakistan terrorism not to be discussed at BRICS: China

Boats carrying fleeing Rohingya 
sink in Bangladesh; 26 dead

Iran complying with 
nuclear deal: UN watchdog

Talking is not the answer, says Trump on N Korea

Iraq announces another major victory over IS jihadists

Pilgrims throng Mount Arafat for peak of Haj

Rawalpindi, August 31 (IANS): 
An anti-terrorism court here on 
Thursday declared former Paki-
stan President Pervez Musharraf  
an absconder in the assassination 
of former Prime Minister Benazir 
Bhutto. Five others accused in 
the case were acquitted while two 
police officers were jailed for 17 
years each.

Judge Asghar Khan announced 
the verdict at Rawalpindi’s Adiyala 
Jail, a decade after a gun-and-bomb 
attack killed the charismatic Bhutto 
soon after her arrival in Pakistan 
to take part in elections. The judge 
ordered confiscation of Musharraf  
properties.  Perpetual arrest war-

rants were issued for the former 
military dictator, Dawn online 
reported. 

Musharraf, who ousted then 
Prime Minister Nawaz Sharif  in 
1999, now lives in exile in Dubai. 
His administration was blamed 
for failing to provide security to 
Bhutto, who was the Pakistan 
Peoples Party chief and a two-time 
Prime Minister. 

The five accused -- Rafaqat 
Hussain, Husnain Gul, Sher Za-
man, Aitzaz Shah and Abdul 
Rashid -- were cleared of all charg-
es due to lack of evidence against 
them, said the court. 

Two police officials -- former 

Rawalpindi Central Police Office 
Saud Aziz and former Rawalpindi 
Town Superintendent Khurram 
Shahzad -- were jailed for 17 years 
each for negligence vis-a-vis Bhut-
to’s security. 

They were arrested from the 
courtroom and were fined Rs 
500,000 each.

The trial of  the five began in 
February 2008. They were sus-
pected of having links with Taliban 
militants.

In November 2008, a court 
indicted them for killing, hatching 
criminal conspiracy, abetting the 
perpetrators, using illegal explosive 
material and spreading terror on 

December 27, 2007 when Bhutto 
and 21 people were killed outside 
Rawalpindi’s Liaquat Bagh when 
she was leaving after an election 
rally.

Two other suspects, Ibadur 
Rahman and Al Qaeda’s No. 3 
and financial and operational 
chief  Mustafa Abu Yazid alias 
Sheikh Saeed Al-Masri, were 
believed to have been killed in US 
drone strikes in Pakistan, a media 
report said.

During the legal proceedings, 
seven challans were presented 
and eight judges and three courts 
were changed. At least 68 wit-
nesses appeared on behalf  of the 

prosecution. 
The Pakistan government had 

blamed the Tehrik-e-Taliban Paki-
stan (TTP) for Bhutto’s killing. The 
authorities had played an alleged 
video of then TTP leader Baitul-
lah Mehsood congratulating other 
militants on Bhutto’s murder.

A UN mission had conducted 
the probe into Bhutto’s murder. 

Heraldo Munoz of  Chile, the 
head of  the UN commission, 
concluded: “Probably no govern-
ment will be able or willing to 
fully disentangle the truth from 
the complex web of  implication 
in Benazir Bhutto’s assassina-
tion.” 

Houston, August 31 (PTI): Hurricane Har-
vey, the costliest natural disaster in US histo-
ry, may cost a whopping USD 160 billion in 
economic damages in Texas which resulted 
in massive destruction, killing 38 people and 
leaving tens of thousands homeless.

Harvey, now a tropical depression, made 
the second landfall yesterday, slamming into 
the Louisiana coast near the Texas border 
hitting the region with record-breaking rain-
fall and devastating floods.

Harvey has brought the heaviest rainfall 
in US history, soaking Texas with more 
than 52 inches since it first made landfall 
last Friday.

At least 38 people have been killed as 
a result of  the devastating floods and that 
number was climbing as water receded, re-
vealing the storm’s awful toll, officials were 
quoted as saying by the New York Times.

Twenty people still remained missing in 
the city, according to Houston Police Chief  
Art Acevedo.

The flooding in Houston, the fourth 
largest US city, is slowly receding in some 
areas for the first time since the weekend, 
authorities said.

Taking advantage of  a less rainfall in 
Houston, Harris County authorities finally 
located a van, containing six members of the 
same family, that had been washed off the 
road days earlier. All six were dead in what 
police say is the single deadliest incident 
stemming from Harvey, with victims ranging 
in ages from six to 84.

More than 32,000 people were in shelters 
in Texas, and 30,000 shelter beds were avail-
able, Texas Governor Greg Abbott said.

Accuweather estimated Harvey’s cost 

at USD 160 billion, making it the costliest 
natural disaster in US history.

AccuWeather president Joel Myers 
called Harvey a “1000 year Storm” and said 
parts of Houston will be uninhabitable for 
weeks or months.

More than 30,000 people took refuge 
200 shelters, about 1,800 evacuees have been 
moved to hotels and other longer-term hous-
ing options, said Brock Long, Administrator 
of  the Federal Emergency Management 
Agency.

In Houston, authorities opened two 
more megashelters after the convention 
center quickly became packed with almost 
9,000 evacuees.

The National Hurricane Center warns 
of continuing flooding in parts of southeast 
Texas and southwest Louisiana.

Nearly all of the reported Harvey-related 
deaths resulted from people drowning in 
their flooded vehicles.

One Indian student died yesterday after 
he nearly drowned in a swollen lake in Texas. 
More than 100,000 Indian-Americans living 
in and around Houston have also been badly 
hit by the monstrous hurricane.

The Indian-American community has 
rallied themselves around to help people in 
distress. Indian businesses and places of wor-
ship were providing shelters to the displaced.

Sunil Thakkar, a radio jockey by profes-
sion, was using his station to provide direc-
tions to people to safer places. 

“This unprecedented disaster had many 
volunteers working till three o’clock in the 
night, monitoring requests, assessing the 
situation and coordinating assistance,” said 
Achalesh Amar, a community leader.

Beijing, August 31 (IANS): China on 
Thursday said India’s concerns over 
terrorism emanating from Pakistan 
will not be discussed at the BRICS 
Summit next week.

Like in earlier occasions, China 
defended its “iron friend” Pakistan, 
hailing its efforts in countering ter-
rorism.

Foreign Ministry spokesperson 
Hua Chunying said Islamabad was 
at the “forefront” of  counter terror 
efforts and had made “sacrifices” for 
the cause.

“The international community 
should recognise the contributions 

and sacrifices made by Pakistan,” 
Hua said at a press briefing.

“We notice that India, when 
it comes to Pakistan’s counter-ter-
rorism, has some concerns. I don’t 
think this is an appropriate topic to 
be discussed at BRICS Summit,” 
she said

The three-day annual meet of  the 
five-member grouping (Brazil, Rus-
sia, India, China and South Africa) 
will begin at the Chinese city Xiamen 
from Sunday.

“China is willing to work with Pa-
kistan and other countries to enhance 
our cooperation in counterterrorism. 

This serves the common interest of  
all parties.”

Terrorism emanating from Pa-
kistan is one the contentious issues 
between India and China. 

Beijing has repeatedly blocked 
New Delhi’s resolution at the UN to 
declare Pakistan’s terror outfit Jaish-
e-Mohammad (JeM) chief  Masood 
Azhar as an international terrorist. 

Last year, at the BRICS Summit 
in India, China did not back India’s 
attempts to have names of  terror 
groups like JeM and Lashkar-e-Taiba 
(LeT) included in the BRICS Decla-
ration.

Cox’s Bazar, August 31 
(PTI/AP): Officials say 
three boats carrying ethnic 
Rohingya fleeing violence 
in Myanmar have capsized 
in Bangladesh and 26 bodies 
have been recovered.

Bangladesh border 
guard commander Lt. Col. 
S M Ariful Islam said today 
that the bodies of  15 chil-
dren and 11 women were re-
covered from the Naf River 
at Teknaf in Cox’s Bazar.

He said at least three 
boats carrying an unknown 
number of Rohingya Mus-

lims had capsized yesterday 
and it was unclear whether 
anyone was still missing.

Last week, Rohingya 
insurgents attacked police 
posts in Myanmar, trigger-
ing fighting with security 
forces that left more than 
100 people dead and forced 
at least 18,000 Rohingya to 
flee into neighboring Bang-
ladesh.

The top official in Cox’s 
Bazar, Mohammad Ali Hos-
sain, said the bodies would 
be buried because no one 
had claimed them.

Vienna, August 31 (PTI/
AFP): Iran remains in com-
pliance with the 2015 nucle-
ar deal, a UN atomic watch-
dog report showed today, 
even as growing tensions 
between Tehran and Wash-
ington threaten to torpedo 
the landmark agreement.

US President Donald 
Trump has vowed to “dis-
mantle” the “disastrous” 
accord between Iran and 
six major powers curtailing 
Tehran’s atomic activities 
in exchange for sanctions 
relief.

While US sanctions 
imposed over Iran’s nuclear 
work remain suspended, 
Washington has ramped 

up others related to Te-
hran’s support for “terror-
ism”, its ballistic missile 
programme and its human 
rights record.

Iran says this contra-
venes the “spirit” of  the 
deal, an accusation fired 
back by Trump at Tehran 
because of  the Islamic re-
public’s funding and supply-
ing of armed groups “across 
the region”.

The 2015 accord cov-
ered only Iran’s nuclear 
activities and the new In-
ternational Atomic Ener-
gy Agency (IAEA) quar-
terly report, seen by AFP, 
showed that these remained 
in compliance.

Washington, August 31 
(IANS): US President Don-
ald Trump has said that 
“talking is not the answer” in 
dealing with North Korea’s 
military operations.

“The US has been talk-
ing to North Korea, and pay-
ing them extortion money, 
for 25 years,” he wrote on 
Twitter, BBC reported on 
Wednesday.

But US Defence Secre-
tary James Mattis, insisted 
on Wednesday that there 
was still room for diplomacy.

North Korea has said 
its firing of  a missile over 
Japan on Tuesday was “the 
first step” of  military op-
erations in the Pacific. Rus-
sian Foreign Minister Sergei 
Lavrov has told US Secre-
tary of  State Rex Tillerson 
by phone that any further 
strengthening of  sanctions 

against North Korea would 
be counter-productive.

Trump’s comments 
come just days after he said 
that North Korean leader 

Kim Jong-un was “starting 
to respect” the US.

On Tuesday, Pyongyang 
fired a ballistic missile over 
Japan’s northern Hokkai-

do island, triggering public 
alerts to take cover before 
landing in the sea.

Speaking ahead of  a 
meeting at the Pentagon 
with his South Korean coun-
terpart, Song Young-moo, 
Mattis said, “We are never 
out of diplomatic solutions.”

Russia has said that US 
military activity in the region 
is partly to blame for the 
increase in tensions, and has 
urged restraint and called for 
negotiations. Lavrov stressed 
on Wednesday that diplo-
macy was the only way to 
overcome tensions on the 
Korean peninsula, which 
have been escalating in re-
cent months. North Korean 
state media this week also 
repeated threats to the US 
Pacific island of  Guam, 
which it called “an advanced 
base of invasion”.

Baghdad, August 31 (PTI/AFP): 
Iraq declared today that its forces 
had retaken the northern city of Tal 
Afar and the surrounding region in 
another major victory over Islamic 
State group jihadists.

Tal Afar was the last major 
population centre in northern Iraq 
still under jihadist control and its 
loss deprives IS of what was once a 
key supply hub between its territory 
in Syria and Iraq. “Our happiness is 
complete, victory has arrived and the 
province of Nineveh is now entirely 
in the hands of our forces,” said a 
statement from the office of Prime 
Minister Haider al-Abadi.

After 12 days of fighting, Abadi 
announced that Tal Afar had “re-
gained its place in the national ter-
ritory”.

The full recapture of  Nineveh 
province comes weeks after Iraqi 
forces backed by a US-led coalition 
ousted IS from its capital Mosul, 
three years after the jihadists de-
clared a self-styled “caliphate” strad-
dling Iraq and war-torn Syria.

IS has lost much of the territory 
it controlled in the two countries and 
thousands of its fighters have been 
killed since late 2014, when the coali-
tion was set up to defeat the group.

IS fighters in Iraq now control 
only the city of  Hawija and a few 
areas in the desert along the border 
with Syria. IS jihadists overran Tal 
Afar, a Shiite enclave in the predomi-
nantly Sunni province, in June 2014.

The city lies around 450 kilo-
metres (240 miles) northwest of  
the capital Baghdad and about 70 

kilometres (40 miles) west of Mosul, 
Iraq’s second city.

At the time Tal Afar had a popu-
lation of  around 200,000, but of-
ficials said when the battle to recap-
ture the city was launched on August 
20 that it was unknown how many 
remained. The deputy commander 
of the US-led coalition, British Ma-
jor General Rupert Jones, has said 
the fall of Tal Afar would spell the 
end of IS in northern Iraq.

“The liberation of this city, and 
the remainder of Nineveh province, 
will essentially end ISIS’s military 
presence in northern Iraq,” Jones 
said, using another acronym for IS.

Officials have said the capture of  
Tal Afar would make it even more 
difficult for the jihadists to transport 
fighters and weapons between Iraq 

and Syria. Authorities had accused 
the approximately 1,000 jihadists 
believed to be in the city when the 
operation was launched of  using 
civilians as human shields during 
Iraqi and coalition air strikes.

Progress in Tal Afar was far 
more rapid than in Mosul, which 
fell to Iraqi forces only after a gruel-
ling nine-month battle that began in 
October 2016.

IS has also suffered major losses 
in Syria, where US- backed fighters 
have retaken more than half of the 
group’s de facto Syrian capital Raqa.

Iraqi authorities are now expect-
ed to launch a new offensive against 
IS in their stronghold of  Hawija, 
a town in Kirkuk province around 
300 kilometres (185 miles) north of  
Baghdad. 

Mount Arafat (Saudi Ara-
bia), August 31 (PTI/
AFP): Their palms facing 
the sky, around two million 
Muslims gathered today 
on Saudi Arabia’s Mount 
Arafat for the highlight of  
the hajj pilgrimage, one of  
the world’s largest annual 
gatherings.

With temperatures push-
ing 40 degrees Celsius under 
the desert sun, the faithful 
climbed the hill east of Mec-
ca where Muslims believe 
the Prophet Mohammed 
gave his last sermon some 14 
centuries ago.

The second day of  the 
hajj -- a five-day pilgrimage 
which all Muslims must 
perform at least once in their 
lifetime if physically and fi-
nancially able -- is dedicated 
to prayer and reflection.

“I came up here last 
night and prayed, took pic-
tures and called my family 
and friends,” said Maolana 
Yahia, 32, who made the trip 
from Indonesia.

This year’s hajj has seen 
the return of pilgrims from 
Saudi Arabia’s arch-rival 
Iran following a diplomatic 
row and a deadly stampede 
in 2015.

But thousands who 
would normally make the 
journey from neighbouring 
Qatar are absent apart from 
a few dozen because of the 
diplomatic crisis shaking 

the Gulf.
Helicopters flew around 

the area as the pilgrims 
converged from dawn on 
the Mount Arafat plain 
and the hill known as Jabal 
al-Rahma, or Mount of  
Mercy.

Forming a sea of white, 
the pilgrims ascended the 
hill and took up positions to 
pray on rocks already heated 
by the morning sun.

On the concrete path-
ways linking the plain to the 
hill, hundreds of thousands 
of devout Muslims invoked 
God, as others rested in 
makeshift tents or on sheets 

along the side of  the road 
amid empty bottles and 
waste.

Tunisian mother-of-
three Fatima Arfawi said she 
was moved beyond words.

“This is the first time I 
see anything like this, ever,” 
she said. “This day is dedi-
cated to prayer for my three 
children and my family.” 

In a hospital opposite 
the mountain, an area was 
set aside for people suffering 
dehydration or heat exhaus-
tion.

Saudi Arabia’s Red Cres-
cent said it had deployed 
326 ambulances along the 

pilgrimage route to handle 
health emergencies.

“Some pilgrims, for 
example, forget to protect 
their heads with an um-
brella when they pray,” said 
Bandar Al-Harthi, a nurse 
at a hospital facing Mount 
Arafat.

In the evening, the pil-
grims will travel to Muz-
dalifa where they will spend 
the night before taking part 
in a symbolic stoning of the 
devil.

The Jamarat Bridge, 
where the ritual is held, was 
the scene of a stampede in 
2015 that claimed the lives 

of  nearly 2,300 pilgrims -- 
the worst disaster in the his-
tory of the hajj. Tehran re-
ported the largest number of  
stampede victims, with 464 
Iranians among the dead.

The next year, amid 
heightened political tension 
between Saudi Arabia and 
Iran, Iranian pilgrims stayed 
away from the hajj after 
authorities from the two 
countries failed to agree on 
arrangements and logistics.

Iranian authorities say 
more than 86,000 Iranian 
pilgrims are taking part this 
year, each equipped with an 
identity bracelet in case of  
any accident.

Reza, a 63-year-old 
former oil company official 
from Iran, said he was torn 
between the joy of  taking 
part and lingering grief over 
the stampede.

“They’ve taken more 
security measures otherwise 
we would not have come,” 
he said.

Saudi Arabia says it has 
deployed more than 100,000 
security personnel to keep 
pilgrims safe.

At the foot of  Mount 
Arafat, mobile barriers have 
been installed to control the 
movement of the crowds. 

“They will be moved to 
enlarge the passages when 
there are more pilgrims,” 
said Ahmed al-Baraka of the 
Saudi security forces.

AP/PTI

President Donald Trump talks to reporters before boarding Marine 
One on the South Lawn of the White House in Washington, Wednes-
day, Aug. 30, 2017, for a short trip to Andrews Air Force Base, Md., 
then onto Missouri.  



D
eepika Padukone and Pri-
yanka Chopra are the only 
two actresses who feature 
in Forbes magazines list of  
top 10 Bollywood’s highest 

paid 2017 list, which is led by “Raees” 
star Shah Rukh Khan.

Deepika ranks sixth in the list with 
earnings of $11 million, while Priyanka 
shares the seventh spot with Deepika’s 
beau Ranveer Singh, with earnings of  
$10 billion. Both actresses have made 
their Hollywood debuts.

As for Shah Rukh, he has left his 
contemporaries Salman Khan, Akshay 
Kumar and Aamir Khan behind, despite 
getting a lukewarm response with his last 
few films like “Fan”, “Dilwale” and “Jab 
Harry Met Sejal”. His endorsement deals 
and profitable productions helmed by 
his banner Red Chillies Entertainment, 
helped him make $38 million between 
June 1, 2016, and June 1, 2017, before 
fees and taxes, reports forbes.com. 

Not far behind him is Salman, who 
is ranked second with earnings of $37 
million in the last one year. 

Salman gained profits from the suc-
cess of “Sultan” and “retains a slew of  
advertisements and a not-for-profit line 
of clothing and jewellery that benefits his 
Being Human Foundation”.

The Khans are followed by National 
Award winner Akshay, whose golden 
run at the Indian box office doesn’t seem 
to stop anytime soon. 

The “Khiladi” star is listed at the 
third position at earnings of $35.5 mil-
lion, with his hit films like “Rustom”, 
“Jolly LLB 2”, “Naam Shabana” and 

“Toilet: Ek Prem Katha”.
Shah Rukh, Salman and Ak-

shay are also included in Forbes 
magazine’s World’s Highest Paid 
Actors 2017 list and ranked at 
eighth, ninth and 10th position 
respectively.

With the unprecedented 
success of “Dangal”, Aamir is 
ranked fourth in the list with 
collections of $12.5 million. 

Actor Hrithik Roshan has 
rounded off the top five with 
earnings of $11.5 million. 
Hrithik’s 2016 film “Mo-
henjo Daro” bombed at 
the box office, however, 
the actor bounced back 
with “Kaabil” in 2017.

Megastar Amitabh 
Bachchan ($9 million) 
and actor Ranbir Ka-
poor ($8.5 million) have 
been ranked ninth and 
10th in the list, reports 
forbes.com.

Earnings estimates 
are based on data from 
Box Office India, 
Box Office Mojo and 
IMDB, as well as 
interviews with industry 
insiders. 

Together, Bolly-
wood’s 10 highest paid 
actors banked a cumula-
tive $183 million between 
June 1, 2016, and June 
1, 2017.

IANS

V
eteran actor 
Harrison Ford 
has blamed 
actor Ryan 
Gosling for 

“slightly injuring” his hand 
during the “Blade Runner 
2049” fight scene.

Gosling created a stir 
when he said that Ford 
punched him in the face 
during a fight scene.

Ford, 75, has respond-
ed to Gosling’s account 
with his signature dry 
humour, reports people.

com. 
“He walked into my 

fist. My hand was slightly 
injured, but I didn’t hold it 
against him,” Ford said. 

The “Star Wars” icon 
has a few more revelations 
about Gosling. “Mr. Gos-
ling, yeah, I thought was 
odd that he insisted on be-
ing called Mr. Gosling, but 
I got over it,” Ford joked. 

“Mr. Gosling is always 
prepared, has very inven-
tive ideas and he’s very 
articulate about them. He’s 
a great pleasure to work 
with,” he added. 

The sequel of “Blade 
Runner”, “Blade Runner 
2049” -- which is backed 
by Sony Pictures Entertain-
ment -- is set thirty years 
after the events of the first 
film.

IANS

W
ith films 
such as 
“Pad-
man”, 
Sanjay 

Dutt biopic and “Veere 
Di Wedding” in her kitty, 
Sonam Kapoor says she 
could not have asked for 
more as the 2017 has been 
creatively amazing for her.

The 32-year-old actor is 
currently gearing up for the 
shoot of “Veere Di Wed-
ding”, which also features 
Kareena Kapoor Khan and 
Swara Bhasker. Taking to 
Twitter, Sonam shared she 
would be leaving for Delhi 
to mark the beginning of  
the Shashanka Ghosh-
directed comedy.

“Going to be leaving 
for delhi today. So excited 
to start Veere Di Wedding 
Swara Bhasker, Shikha 
Talsania, Kareena, Rhea 

Kapoor Shashank Ghosh. 
(sic),” Sonam wrote.

In another post she 
said, “This year has been 
amazing for me creatively. 
Working on Padman, Dutt 
biopic and now ending it 
with Veere Di Wedding.” 

In “Padman”, Sonam 
stars opposite Akshay 
Kumar. The film tells life 
story of Tamil Nadu-based 
social activist Arunacha-
lam Muruganantham, who 
revolutionised the concept 
of menstrual hygiene in 
rural India by creating a 
low-cost sanitary napkins 
machine. 

While, Dutt biopic 
will see Sonam play Tina 
Munim, former Bollywood 
actor and currently chair-
person of the Mumbai-
based Kokilaben Dhirub-
hai Ambani Hospital.

PTI

, formed just a few 
months back is a four member metal 
band based in Kohima, they all grew 
up listening to world class heavy 
metal bands like Iron Maiden, Dio, 
Metallica and Nightwish to name a 
few.
With the formation of ‘ Coalesce’, 
the band wishes to bring metal back 
to the present scene because they 
believe that metal scene in Nagaland 
over the years has decreased.
Their debut ‘Dissidence’ song talks 
about the society that we all reside in 
and the presence of a system which 
tries to dominate the people and the 
society itself while reflecting how 
people are trying to defy the laws set 
by the system and to overthrow it.
Find out more about the band 
through this interview.

EASTERN MIRROR: To start with, tell us 
something about ‘Coalesce’ that you would like 
people to know about.

Coalesce: Coalesce is a Metal/Rock 
Band based in Kohima, It was Formed in the year 
2017 by  four young artists who loved listening 
to Heavy music and were influenced by it while 
growing up.

The members consist of  
Zodin (Vocalist)
Mhao Ngullie (Drums)
Nokcha and Icusing (Guitars)

EASTERN MIRROR: What drove you to form 
a metal band?

Coalesce: Every Member of our Band 
loves Metal or has had in-
fluences listening to Heavy 
music while growing up. 
Though the Metal Music 
Scene in Nagaland has de-
creased over the Years with 
different genres of Music 
coming up. We feel like its 
Time to bring Metal back 
to the present scene again.

EASTERN MIRROR: 
What’s the most ‘metal 
star’ thing that the band 
has done since its forma-
tion?

Coalesce: We 
are fairly new to the Music 
Scene, so we still haven’t 
had our ‘Metal Star Diva’ 
moments just yet Hahaha...

EASTERN MIRROR: Who would you say are 
your greatest musical influences

Coalesce: Our Musical influences are 
so diverse that We listen from Bands like Iron 
Maiden, Dio Metallica, to bands like Periphery, 
Killswitch engage, Nightwish. We even listen to 
genres like Country and Pop Music just to expand 
our creativity. Moreover the band does not define 
their sound to a particular style of music and 
tends to be Flexible in their Approach

EASTERN MIRROR: Strangest venue or gig 
the band ever performed?

Coalesce: The band was formed not so 
long ago and since its formation the band had just 

one show, So we didnt face any strange or Awk-
ward venues...Not just yet

EASTERN MIRROR: What is your debut ‘Dis-
sidence’ all about?

Coalesce: The Song ‘Dissidence’ talks 
about the society that we all reside in and the 
presence of a system which tries to dominate the 
people and the society itself. It reflects on how 
people try to defy the laws set by the System and 
to overthrow it

EASTERN MIRROR: Dream tour of ‘Coa-
lesce’?

Coalesce: Probably a tour with Dream 
Theater or Metallica that would be great...

EASTERN MIRROR: 
Who writes the lyrics in 
the band? What does the 
lyrics usually deal with?

Coalesce: The 
Lyrics are written mostly 
by our Vocalist and our 
Guitarist Nokcha. Our lyr-
ics mostly talks about the 
Bittersweet moments of  
life, Positivity and Unity

EASTERN MIRROR: 
Any last comments?

Coalesce: Mak-
ing music comes as a Pas-
sion and should never be 
forced and to always trust 
in what you are doing.
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Maroon 5 collaborates with SZA
Band Maroon 5 has teamed up with singer SZA for “What lovers do”. On 
Wednesday, bandmates Jesse Carmichael, Matt Flynn, Adam Levine, Mickey 
Madden, PJ Morton and James Valentine, released “What lovers do”, the third 
track from their upcoming sixth studio album, reports eonline.com. The song, 
which features up-and-coming singer SZA, was written by Dyo, Levine, NEIKED, 
Starrah and Elina Stridh and produced by Ben Billions and Jason Evigan. At the 
2017 Teen Choice Awards earlier this month, while accepting the Decade Award, 
Levine jokingly announced that their “final album is coming out in November”. 
“I’m just kidding. Man, I’m joking. We are never gonna go away!,” Levine added. 
(IANS)

10 am, 12.30 pm, 3 pm, 8 pm:  Badshaaho (Hindi)

TickeT raTes
Silver Rs. 80
Gold Rs. 150

Platinum Rs. 320

HILL STAR 
Movie Schedule

Hill Star is thrilled to announce its valued 
HillStarCinema fans that the hall is now 

live at BookMyShowIN You can now BUY 
tickets online! 

5.30 pm:  Shubh Mangal Shavdhan (Hindi)

Deepika, Priyanka in Bollywood’s highest paid actors list

Harrison Ford blames Gosling 
for ‘Blade Runner 2049’ accident

This year has been amazing for 
me creatively: Sonam Kapoor

Music is something the world would be lost without! We feel it, we breathe it, we love it!  Eastern 
Mirror’s - Rhythm of Love- connects our readers to music through conversation with artists as they 
share their  experience with their love …… MUSIC
Music moves us, opens our emotions - passing all barriers. Music is a piece that we can all 
connect to so Readers get connected with your favorite artists every Friday with Rhythm of Love.

Little did we know
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The spacecraft Cassini is pictured above Saturn’s northern hemisphere prior to making one of its Grand 
Finale dives in this NASA handout illustration.

11

How NASA is aiding response 
to hurricane Harvey

Decoded: Why rubbing a balloon on your hair makes it stick

This robot can follow rules of pedestrians

New process to help desalinate water faster, cheaper

NASA’s Cassini spacecraft nears destructionLargest asteroid in a 
century to whiz by Sept 1

Washington, August 31 
(IANS): NASA has said it 
is providing technical assist-
ance and scientific expertise 
to help respond to hurricane 
Harvey which has been a 
disaster of  unprecedented 
proportions for those who 
live and work in southeast 
Texas.

With no atmospher-
ic steering mechanism 
to move the storm once 
it made landfall, Harvey 
has been producing rain-
fall totals measured in feet, 
rather than inches, present-
ing exceptional challenges 
to local, state, and federal 
emergency managers and 
first responders.

“This is an immense 
weather event that is creat-
ing a unique challenge,” 
said Thomas Zurbuchen, 
associate administrator for 
NASA’s Science Mission 
Directorate at the agency’s 
headquarters in Washing-

ton. 
“NASA is working to 

enable and enhance the 
capabilities of our partners 
across federal agencies and 
elsewhere to ensure they 
are able to do the best job 
possible in assessing the 
threat and providing rescue 
and response services,” Zur-
buchen said. 

At the forefront of  the 
agency’s efforts, the NASA 
Earth Science Disasters 
Team is providing support 
to local, state, and federal 
agencies in their response 
to the extreme flooding 
in the Houston area and 
related damage associated 
with Harvey.  Scientists at 
NASA centres and exter-
nal partners are providing 
analysis of satellite imagery, 
output products, and other 
decision-support aids to in-
form disaster mapping and 
response efforts.

Coordination so far has 

included the generation 
and distribution of  flood 
maps, using NASA analy-
ses applied to data from 
several synthetic aperture 
radar (SAR) instruments 
on international partner 
satellites. 

The orbiting SAR in-
struments penetrate clouds 
and operate day and night, 
providing detailed, high-
resolution, all-weather im-
agery of Earth’s surface. 

NASA’s Global Pre-
cipitation Measurement 
(GPM) mission team has 
produced rainfall accumu-
lation graphics and unique 
views of  the structure of  
Harvey during various 
phases of development and 
landfall.  Starting Thurs-
day, NASA said it would 
fly the Uninhabited Aerial 
Vehicle Synthetic Aperture 
Radar (UAVSAR) instru-
ment aboard a NASA Gulf-
stream III aircraft to collect 

higher spatial resolution 
SAR observations over riv-
ers, flood plains, and critical 
infrastructure. 

The response team also 
will use other SAR data of  
opportunity, including the 
ESA’s (European Space 
Agency’s) Sentinel 1A and 
1B mission SAR data made 
available through ESA 
open-data sharing to sup-
port flood response efforts.

Hurricane Harvey has 
now weakened to a tropical 
depression with its centre 
now located in southwest 
Louisiana, but continues to 
cause heavy rains, the US 
National Hurricane Centre 
(NHC) announced.

In the public advisory 
released late Wednesday 
night, the NHC indicated 
that Harvey has maximum 
winds of  55 km/h and is 
located 15 km southwest of  
Alexandria, Louisiana, Efe 
news reported.

New York, August 31 
(IANS): Scientists have 
found why rubbing two 
materials, such as a bal-
loon on hair causes static 
electricity to charge the 
materials and makes it 
stick.

Tiny holes and cracks 
in a material -- changes in 
the microstructure -- can 
control how the mate-
rial becomes electrically 
charged through friction, 
showed the findings pub-
lished in the journal Phys-
ical Review Materials.

“Electrostatic charg-
ing can be seen every-
where, but we noticed 
some cases where mate-
rials appeared to charge 
more --  l ike a balloon 
rubbed on your head, or 
packing peanuts sticking 
to your arm when you 
reach into a package,” 

said one of  the study’s 
lead authors Dan Lacks 
from Case Western Re-
serve University in Cleve-
land, Ohio, US. 

“Our idea was that 
a strain on the materi-
als was causing a higher 
propensity for the materi-
als to become charged,” 
Lacks said.

For centuries, scien-
tists have tried to under-
stand triboelectric charg-
ing, commonly known as 
static electricity. Tribo-
electric charging causes 
toner from a photocopier 
or laser printer to stick 
to paper, and likely fa-
cilitated the formation of  
planets from space dust 
and the origin of  life on 
earth.

But the charges can 
also be destructive, spark-
ing deadly explosions of  

coal dust in mines and 
of  sugar and flour dust at 
food-processing plants.

The new research, ac-
cording to the researchers, 
is a step toward under-
standing and, ultimately, 
managing the charging 
process for specific uses 
and to increase safety.

To test the theory that 
strain affects charging, 
the researchers stretched a 
film of  polytetrafluoroeth-
lyne (PTFE) and rubbed 
it against a film of  un-
strained PTFE.

They repeatedly found 
a systematic charge trans-
fer in one direction, as if  
the materials were made 
of  two different chemical 
compositions.

After  r ubbing,  un-
s t ra ined f i lms c lear ly 
tended to carry a negative 
charge and the strained 

film a positive charge. 
In contrast, unstrained 

films rubbed together and 
strained films rubbed to-
gether appeared to charge 
at random.

Researchers used X-
ray diffraction and Ra-
man spectroscopy to ana-
lyze samples of  strained 
and unstrained films and 
found at the atomic level, 
they looked nearly the 
same.

The only detectable 
difference in the strained 
film from the unstrained 
film was the presence of  
voids in the material - 
holes and fractures cre-
ated by stretching, which 
changed the microstruc-
ture.  The findings in-
dicated that change in 
microstructure was the 
likely cause of  the system-
atic charge transfer.

New York, August 31 
(IANS):  Engineers  at 
Massachusetts Institute of  
Technology (MIT) have de-
signed an autonomous ro-
bot that can keep pace with 
foot traffic while observing 
the general social codes 
that pedestrians follow to 
avoid oncoming obstacles 
while keeping up a steady 
walking pace.

In drive tests, the robot, 
which resembles a knee-
high kiosk on wheels, suc-
cessfully avoided collisions 
while keeping up with the 
average flow of  pedestri-
ans, said the researchers 
who have detailed their 
robotic design in a paper 
scheduled to be presented 
at the IEEE Conference on 
Intelligent Robots and Sys-
tems to be held in Vancou-
ver, Canada, in September.

“Socially aware naviga-
tion is a central capability 
for mobile robots operating 
in environments that re-
quire frequent interactions 
with pedestrians,” said lead 
author of  the study Yu Fan 
(Steven) Chen.

“For instance, small 
robots could operate on 
sidewalks for package and 
food delivery. Similarly, 
personal mobility devices 
could transport people in 
large, crowded spaces, such 
as shopping malls, airports, 
and hospitals,” Chen said. 

In order for a robot to 
make its way autonomous-
ly through a heavily traf-
ficked environment, it must 
solve four main challenges 
-- localisation (knowing 
where it is in the world), 
perception (recognising 
its surroundings), motion 

planning (identifying the 
optimal path to a given 
destination), and control 
(physically executing its 
desired path).

Chen and his colleagues 
used standard approaches 
to solve the problems of  lo-
calisation and perception. 

For the latter, they out-
fitted the robot with off-
the-shelf  sensors, such as 
webcams, a depth sensor, 
and a high-resolution lidar 
sensor. 

For the problem of  lo-
calisation, they used open-
source algorithms to map 
the robot’s environment 
and determine its position. 
To control the robot, they 
employed standard meth-
ods used to drive autono-
mous ground vehicles.

For motion planning, 
the researchers used re-

inforcement learning, a 
type of  machine learning 
approach, in which they 
performed computer simu-
lations to train a robot to 
take certain paths, given 
the speed and trajectory of  
other objects in the envi-
ronment. 

The team also incorpo-
rated social norms into this 
offline training phase, in 
which they encouraged the 
robot in simulations to pass 
on the right, and penalised 
the robot when it passed on 
the left.

“We want it to be travel-
ling naturally among peo-
ple and not be intrusive,” 
study co-author Michael 
Everett said. 

“We want it to be fol-
lowing the same rules as 
everyone else,” Everett 
added.

New York, August 31 
(IANS): In a finding that 
could make the process of  
removing salt from seawater 
easier, faster and cheaper 
than ever before, researchers 
have discovered that carbon 
nanotubes of a certain size 
act as the perfect filter for 
salt -- the most abundant 
water contaminant.

Currently, desalinisa-
tion is too expensive and 
energy intensive for large-
scale feasibility.

The study, published in 
the journal Science, showed 
that carbon nanotubes are 
better at desalinisation than 
any other existing method 

-- natural or man-made.
Filtering water is tricky 

because water molecules 
want to stick together. 

The “H” in H2O is 
hydrogen, and hydrogen 
bonds are strong, requiring 
a lot of energy to separate. 
Water tends to bulk up and 
resist being filtered. But 
nanotubes do it rapidly, 
with ease.

A carbon nanotube is 
like an impossibly small 
rolled up sheet of  paper, 
about a nanometer in di-
ameter.  For comparison, 
the diameter of  a human 
hair is 50 to 70 micrometers 
- 50,000 times wider.

The tube’s miniscule 
size, exactly 0.8 nm, only 
allows one water molecule 
to pass through at a time.

This single-file lineup 
disrupts the hydrogen 
bonds, so water can be 
pushed through the tubes at 
an accelerated pace, with no 
bulking, the study said.

To conduct the research, 
Meni Wanunu, Associate 
Professor of  Physics at 
Northeastern University in 
Boston and post doctoral 
student Robert Henley col-
laborated with scientists at 
the Lawrence Livermore 
National Laboratory in 
California.

In addition to being pre-
cisely the right size for pass-
ing single water molecules, 
carbon nanotubes have a 
negative electric charge. 

This causes them to re-
ject anything with the same 
charge, like the negative 
ions in salt, as well as other 
unwanted particles.

“While salt has a hard 
time passing through be-
cause of  the charge, wa-
ter is a neutral molecule 
and passes through easily,” 
Wanunu said. 

The finding offers a nov-
el system that could have 
major implications for the 
future of water security.

Washington, August 31 
(IANS): Launched 20 years 
ago, NASA’s Cassini space-
craft now has less than 20 
days for its mission-ending 
dive into the atmosphere of  
Saturn.

Its fateful plunge on 
September 15 is a foregone 
conclusion -- an April 22 a 
gravitational kick from Sat-
urn’s moon Titan placed the 
two-and-a-half  ton vehicle 
on its path for impending 
destruction, NASA said. 

“The Cassini mission 
has been packed full of sci-
entific firsts, and our unique 
planetary revelations will 
continue to the very end 
of  the mission as Cassini 
becomes Saturn’s first plan-
etary probe, sampling Sat-
urn’s atmosphere up until 
the last second,” said Lin-
da Spilker, Cassini project 
scientist from NASA’s Jet 
Propulsion Laboratory in 
Pasadena, California. 

“We’ll be sending data 
in near real time as we rush 
headlong into the atmos-
phere -- it’s truly a first-of-
its-kind event at Saturn,” 
Spilker said. Cassini’s imag-
ing camera will be off during 
this final descent, having 
taken a last look at the Sat-

urn system the previous day, 
September 14. 

The spacecraft is expect-
ed to lose radio contact with 
Earth within about one to 
two minutes after beginning 
its descent into Saturn’s up-
per atmosphere. 

But on the way down, 
before contact is lost, eight 
of  Cassini’s 12 science in-
struments will be operating.  
In particular, the spacecraft’s 
ion and neutral mass spec-
trometer (INMS), which 
will be directly sampling the 

atmosphere’s composition, 
potentially returning insights 
into the giant planet’s forma-
tion and evolution. 

On the day before the 
plunge, other Cassini instru-
ments will make detailed, 
high-resolution observations 
of Saturn’s auroras, tempera-
ture and the vortices at the 
planet’s poles.  “The end of  
Cassini’s mission will be a 
poignant moment, but a fit-
ting and very necessary com-
pletion of  an astonishing 
journey,” said Earl Maize, 

Cassini Project Manager 
at NASA’s Jet Propulsion 
Laboratory in Pasadena, 
California. 

The Cassini-Huygens 
mission is a cooperative 
project of NASA, ESA (Eu-
ropean Space Agency) and 
the Italian Space Agency. 
Launched in 1997, Cassini 
arrived at Saturn in 2004. As 
Cassini completes its 13-year 
tour of Saturn, its Grand Fi-
nale -- which began in April 
-- and final plunge are just 
the last beat. 

Following a four-year 
primary mission and a two-
year extension, NASA ap-
proved an ambitious plan to 
extend Cassini’s service by 
an additional seven years. 
Called the Cassini Solstice 
Mission, the extension 
saw Cassini perform doz-
ens more flybys of Saturn’s 
moons as the spacecraft ob-
served seasonal changes in 
the atmospheres of  Saturn 
and Titan. 

From the outset, the 
planned endgame for the 
Solstice Mission was to ex-
pend all of Cassini’s maneu-
vering propellant exploring, 
then eventually arriving in 
the ultra-close Grand Finale 
orbits, ending with safe dis-
posal of  the spacecraft in 
Saturn’s atmosphere. “The 
Grand Finale represents the 
culmination of a seven-year 
plan to use the spacecraft’s 
remaining resources in the 
most scientifically produc-
tive way possible. By safely 
disposing off the spacecraft 
in Saturn’s atmosphere, we 
avoid any possibility Cassini 
could impact one of Saturn’s 
moons somewhere down 
the road, keeping them pris-
tine for future exploration,” 
Maize added.

Miami, August 31 (AFP): The 
largest asteroid in more than 
a century will whiz safely past 
Earth on September 1 at a safe 
but unusually close distance of  
about 4.4 million miles (7 million 
kilometers), NASA said.

The asteroid was discovered 
in 1981, and is named Florence 
after the famed 19th century 
founder of modern nursing, Flor-
ence Nightingale.

“Florence is the largest aster-
oid to pass this close to our planet 
since the first near-Earth asteroid 
was discovered over a century 
ago,” said a US space agency 
statement.

It is one of the biggest aster-
oids in the Earth’s vicinity, and 
measures about 2.7 miles (4.4 
kilometers) wide -- or about the 
size of  30 Egyptian pyramids 
stuck together.

“While many known aster-
oids have passed by closer to 
Earth than Florence will on Sep-
tember 1, all of those were esti-
mated to be smaller,” said Paul 
Chodas, manager of  NASA’s 
Center for Near-Earth Object 
Studies. Scientists plan to study 
the asteroid up close when it 

passes, using ground-based radar imaging in California 
and Puerto Rico.

“The resulting radar images will show the real size 
of Florence and also could reveal surface details as small 
as about 30 feet (10 meters),” said NASA.

This pass will be Florence’s closest “since 1890 and 
the closest it will ever be until after 2500,” added the 
US space agency.

Asteroids are small, natural rocky bodies that orbit 
the Sun. Large asteroid collisions with Earth are rare.

A car-sized asteroid hits Earth’s atmosphere about 
once a year and burns up before reaching the surface.

“About every 2,000 years or so, a meteoroid the 
size of a football field hits Earth and causes significant 
damage to the area,” said NASA.

“Finally, only once every few million years, an ob-
ject large enough to threaten Earth’s civilization comes 
along.” Scientists are confident that Florence will not 
be one of them.
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KOHIMA FOOTBALL LEAGUE Shooting competition held at Lady Bird School

Dorians to conduct basketball clinic

Catch ‘em young tourney in Tuensang 18th NSF Martyrs Trophy 2017

AR felicitates winners of 'OORJA' U-19 tournament

Ziekezou SC wins on the 
final day to secure title

Players of Power Comm (red) and Ziekezou SC (blue) in action at the Kohima local ground on Thursday.
EM Images

The winners from different categories posing with their medals after the competition at Lady Bird School 
on Thursday.

EM Images

Our Correspondent
Ko h i m a ,  A u g u s t  3 1 
(EMN): Ziekezou SC de-
feated bottom place Power 
Comm FC 2-1 to win the 
first edition of  the Kohima 
Football League on the 
final day of  the season at 
Kohima local ground on 
Thursday.

With the win, league 
leaders Ziekezou SC have 
15 points  f rom seven 
matches and Ating Konyak 
is the highest goal scorer (4 
goals) for the team.

During the match, 
Ziekezou SC took the de-
serving lead through Mha-
sibeituo Yhome as Hitovi 
latches a cross into his path 
and he coolly slotted the 
ball into the empty net in 
the 20th minute.

Kekhrieletuo Tsira 
made the lead comfortable 
in the second half  when his 
teammate gave a through 
ball and he converted the 
second goal.

Power Comm managed 
to pull a goal back through 
Yhunshalo Kemp in the 
78th minute. Kemp should 
have leveled the scoreline 
in the last quarter but he 
shot the ball wide.

The match ended in fa-
vour of  Ziekezou SC 2-1 at 
the end of  the final whistle.

Power Comm were a 
better team in the second 
half  but the team lacked the 
finishing touch as they had 

to end their season with 
another defeat in the hands 
of  the league leaders.

Luck was not with 
Ating Konyak as he got nu-
merous chances to give the 
lead for Ziekezou but failed 
to find the back of  the net 
throughout the match.

Ziekezou SC on their 
way to the title did lose the 
first two matches in the 
league but remained unde-
feated in five consecutive 
matches.

At the end of  the Ko-
hima Football League sea-
son, New Market secured 
the second place of  the 

Kohima Football League 
table with 12 points (+3 
goal difference) while Unit-
ed 16 FC (11 points) on 
better goal difference (+6) 
is in the 3rd position and 
Khriekesa FC (11 points) 
are in the 4th position re-
spectively.   

KTC Cup 2017 to begin 
today

The Kohima Foot-
ball League Trophy-cum-
KTC Cup 2017 will start 
on Friday, September 1 at 
1:30 pm at Kohima local 
ground. KTC Cup 2017 
will be played from Sep-
tember 1 to 9 where the 

eight clubs will compete 
in the KTC Cup 2017 on 
knockout basis.

The KTC informed that 
only three players will be 
allowed to play in the first 
eleven in a match.

K.Neibou Sekhose, 
president, Kohima district 
football Association will 
grace the occasion as the 
special invitee. All the par-
ticipating clubs are request-
ed to attend the Inaugural 
function of  the First KTC 
Cup 2017

Fixture for Friday
1st quarter final: Ad-

dax FC vs Forerunner FC

Our Correspondent
Mokokchung, August 31 
(EMN): Lady Bird School 
under the aegis of  Naga-
land Rifles Association or-
ganised a Shooting Camp 
cum first Shooting Cham-
pionship at the school’s 
newly inaugurated indoor 
shooting range from Au-
gust 28 to 31.

The art of  shooting 
camp based on age groups 
starting from 7 years to 
16 years and above exclu-
sively for the school stu-
dents under the guidance 
of   President of  Nagaland 
Rifle Association, Merang 
Jamir and his colleagues 
from Nagaland Rifle As-
sociation on Air rifles and 

pistol. Merang Jamir in his 
coaching cum competition 
remarks stated that they 
are many innate talents 
among the students who 

have the caliber to com-
pete in state and national 
events. More than 130 
students participated in the 
Shooting Camp cum first 

Shooting Championship. 
The winners in the compe-
titions were given medals 
during the culmination 
programme today.

Dimapur,  August  31 
(EMN): Dorians Club, the 
sports wing of  Dorians 
Society in association 
with Nagaland Basketball 
Association (NBA) will 
be organising a basketball 
clinic from September 
8 to 9 at the basketball 
court of  Dimapur Gov-
ernment College stated a 

press note. 
The event intends to 

create basketball aware-
ness in the city and to 
give an opportunity to the 
players, coaches and ref-
erees to excel in this field 
and to give a platform to 
expose their skills by orga-
nising basketball tourna-
ments in the future. The 

Club has invited Atanu 
Banerjee (FIBA Referee), 
Satyabrata Nayak (Wom-
en Coach, Eastern Rail-
way) and Amalendu Ku-
mar Singh (Youth Coach, 
West Bengal) to conduct 
the clinic added the note.

Registration is open 
for all age groups with 50 
limited seats and on first 

come first basis.
The seat limitation for 

participants will be as fol-
lows:  35 seats for players, 
8 seats for referees and 7 
seats for coaches. Inter-
ested persons can contact 
the following numbers: 
9612157207/9864034256. 
Last date of  Registration 
is September 5.

D i m a p u r,  A u g u s t  3 1 
(EMN): The Department of  
Youth Resources and Sports, 
Tuensang in a press note 
stated that it will be con-
ducting the ‘’Catch Them 
Young’ tournament (U-14) 
on September 7 headed by 
the district sports officer 
Tuensang. The tournament 
will cover badminton, 100m 

x 200m cross country race 
(for both boys & girls).

Interested participants 
are required to produce their 
cumulative record and age 
proof  certificate. For any 
further guidelines or any 
related queries one can con-
tact the following numbers: 
8730936814, 8974578456, 
8014263301.

Dimapur, August 31 
(EMN): The 18th Edi-
tion of  NSF Martyrs 
Memorial Trophy or-
ganised by the Angami 
Students’ Union will be 
held tentatively from 
September 26 to October 
24, 2017 at Khuochiezie 
local ground, Kohima 
informed a press note. 
Entry forms will be made 

available in all the Dis-
trict Headquarters and 
Major sub-divisional 
townships within a week 
time. Therefore, all the 
interested Clubs/Teams 
from within the State 
and outside have been 
informed to start prepar-
ing for part taking in the 
month-long Soccer tour-
nament stated the note.

Dimapur,  August  31 
(EMN): Felicitation cer-
emony of  Manipur Girls 
Team who won the Nation-
al Phase of  'OORJA' U-19 
Talent Hunt Tournament 
was organised by 9 Sector 
Assam Rifles under the 
aegis of  HQ IGAR(South) 
at Mantripukhri. The tour-
nament was conducted 
in three phases wherein 
football clubs from all over 
the State participated. The 
selected teams of  both boys 
and girls participated in 
Zonal Tournament at Shil-
long, wherein the girls’ 
team emerged as champi-
ons and the boys’ team as 
Runners Up. In the Nation-
al phase held at New Delhi, 
the Manipur girls team 
completely dominated the 
tournament and emerged 

as Champions winning the 
trophy and cash prize of  Rs 
5,00,000/-. 

Speaking on the oc-
casion Major General Vi-
rendra Singh, VSM, In-
spector General Assam 

Rifles (South) highlighted 
the contributions of  De-
partment of  Youth Affairs 
& Sports and All Mani-
pur Football Association, 
brand ambassadors and 
parents of  the girls for their 

support, motivation and 
achievements. He also re-
affirmed the commitment 
of  Assam Rifles to support 
and help the budding talent 
in Manipur in the field of  
sports.


