
Members of Nagaland State Disaster Management Authority (NSDMA) carries a person pertaining to be 
injured during the Nagaland Emergency Preparedness Exercise earthquake mock drill as a preparatory 
exercise in the wake of an earthquake of 8.4 magnitude in the Richter scale at Don Bosco School in 
Dimapur, Nagaland on Wednesday.
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President Ram Nath Kovind along with Chief Minister TR Zeliang and MP Neiphiu Rio along with other 
leaders from the state in New Delhi on Wednesday. 
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Min.Max. Max.Min.
aizawl 26° 21 °
agartala 32° 26°

gangtok 25° 17°

guwahati 32° 26°

imphal 28° 21°

itanagar 290° 23°

shillong 23° 19°

delhi 33° 25°

Kolkata 32° 26°

chennai 35° 27°

 Max:  Min:
KOHIMA 24° 18°
dIMAPur 34° 25°
 rF:  rH:
KOHIMA 0mm 90%
dIMAPur 4mm 92%
* Rainfall (RF) * Relative humidity (RH)
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All parl secretaries 
resign in Mizoram

ERONet launched in stateBlue whale game claims 1st victim in Assam

Seven-eight eastern states holding India back: NITI Aayog CEO

Chief Minister and team meet Central leaders 

Nagaland Emergency Preparedness Exercise: Lessons learnt

EastErn Mirror

Aizawl, August 30 (PTI): 
All the seven parliamen-
tary secretaries in Mizo-
ram today submitted their 
resignations to Chief  Min-
ister Lal Thanhawla and 
he accepted them. Those 
who tendered resignation 
were K S Thanga, H Zo-
thangliana, Lt Colonel Z S 
Zuala, K Lalrinthanga, T T 
Zothansanga, Hmingdai-
lova Khiangte and Joseph 
Lalhimpuia.

The mass resignation 
came in the wake of  the 
Supreme Court July 26 
ruling on the The Assam 
Parliamentary Secretaries 
(Appointment, Salaries, 
Allowances and Miscel-
laneous Provisions) Act, 
2004.

The Bench comprising 
Justice J Chelameswar, 
Justice R K Agrawal and 
Justice A M Sapre held 

that Assam legislature 
lacked competence to cre-
ate the post of  parliamen-
tary secretaries. It declared 
that the appointment of  
parliamentary secretaries 
in Assam was unconstitu-
tional.

Lal Thanhawla, who is 
also president of  Mizoram 
PCC, however, appointed 
all the former parliamen-
tary secretaries as its gen-
eral secretaries. A Con-
gress statement said that 
the former parliamentary 
secretaries were appointed 
MPCC general secretaries 
to strengthen the party in 
view of  the state assembly 
polls due next year end.

Former ministers La-
lrinliana Sailo and Nihar 
Kanti Chakma, both legis-
lators were also appointed 
as general secretaries, the 
statement added.

Our Correspondent
Kohima, August 30 (EMN): The Chief  
Electoral Officer of Nagaland State, Abhijit 
Sinha, Wednesday launched the ERONet, 
a web-based app to facilitate voters online. 
It was on June 30 last the Election Com-
mission of India launched the ERONet, 
following which many states have also in-
troduced the same.

Mention be made that the ECI has in-
troduced the new system for electoral roll 
based on Unified National Photo Electoral 
Roll (UNPER) database which will inte-
grate the electoral roll at the national level.

Talking to Eastern Mirror, the CEO Na-
galand informed that the electoral roll data 
was earlier managed and maintained on 
state server by using Electoral Roll Manage-
ment System (ERMS) of respective states. 
He said the new system will provide a uni-
fied ERMS service at national level using 
UNPER.

The people earlier used to approach 
Block Level Officers (BLOs) for registra-
tion, deletion and correction of their voters 
ID ahead of elections, but now, the new 
system has come up with the provision to 
make the changes online and further giving 
them the liberty to make the changes as and 
when required.

Now that people can register for voter 
ID and get details of voter card changed 
online, the new system strives to make an 
applicant’s entry in the electoral roll un-
ambiguous and error free without much of  
a hassle. People can apply all through the 
year through this app, it was informed.

“ERONet is envisioned keeping in mind 
the mandate of the Election Commission 
that no voter be left behind irrespective of  
his/her language or physical ability, while 
ERONet brings in a seamless processing 

of forms, easy handling of the databases, 
regular and simpler way of monitoring and 
maintaining the health of the electoral roll,” 
stated a note issued by the CEO.

The CEO Sinha maintained that 
ERONet will not only give convenience to 
the voters, but will also bring transparency 
to the electoral roll, as the new system is 
expected to check inaccuracy and duplicity 
of votes.

The new concept is to simplify the 
process of making changes including one’s 
name in the electoral roll in a flawless man-
ner besides screening genuine voters. The 
CEO was positive that through the new sys-
tem, it will become easy for people to get 
enrolled in the electoral roll and further to 
make necessary changes when needed.

The new system will be helpful in im-
proving the fidelity of the electoral roll as 
it is expected that ERONet would help in 
screening out all the bogus voters.

“Unless electoral rolls are clear, the 
dream for clean election won’t be a reality,” 
Sinha added.

Asked on whether the new system will 
put an end to the existing offline entry of  
voters e-roll, the CEO replied that the of-
fline mode will also continue which will be 
uploaded to the database.

The CEO also informed that the next 
revision for offline electoral roll in the State 
would be carried out from October 3 till 31, 
to be followed by the verification and dis-
posal in November. Another revision on 
electoral roll is likely to be carried out next 
year before the State general election, it was 
informed.

Forms can now be submitted online 
through the National Voters’ Service Por-
tal (NVSP), http://nsvp.in which shall be 
processed in the ERONet.

Guwahati, August 30 (EMN): 
With the online killer game Blue 
Whale spreading its tentacles fast, 
Assam Police on Wednesday is-
sued an advisory to parents and 
elders of  families to monitor and 
regulate the online surfing activ-
ity of  their children.

The advisory came a day af-
ter the police in Assam's capital 
town unearthed a case suspected 
to have been related with the fatal 

addiction of  the online game Blue 
Whale, which has killed many 
across the globe, reported IANS.

According to police, the Class 
X student was admitted to the 
Guwahati Medical College and 
Hospital on Tuesday night after 
he was injured while allegedly 
trying to complete the final stage 
of  the controversial online game.

Teachers of  the boy had alert-
ed the parents after observing 

some changes in his behaviour 
and noticing a picture of  a whale 
carved on his arm.

In the advisory, it stated that 
most of  the cases normally in-
volve teenagers between 13 and 
19 years of  age, Assam Police 
have advised all parents, teachers, 
guardians and the members of  
civil society to be vigilant about 
such cases.

"The parents and elders in the 

family are advised to monitor and 
regulate the online surfing activ-
ity of  their minor children. 

Certain 'Parent Monitoring' 
apps or software available via 
internet may be used to keep a 
check on the surfing or download 
history by children. Teachers and 
civil society are appealed to en-
courage open discussion about 
cyber and social media awareness 
among children," it said.

New Delhi, August 30 
(IANS): Seven to eight 
states in eastern India are 
responsible for "holding 
back" the nation and there 
is a need to name and 
shame them, NITI Aayog 
CEO Amitabh Kant said 
on Wednesday.

Kant said analysis 
showed that there are 
close to 200 districts 
where there was a failure 
in terms of  education, 
health and nutrition.

"When we break them 
down, the southern and 
western parts of  India do 
reasonably well, but it's 
the eastern part which 
is totally in the red," the 
NITI Aayog CEO said at 
the Impact Conclave here.

"So failure of  India 
is accounted for by these 

states. Until you radically 
reform them and the 200 
odd districts, it will be 
very difficult for India to 
grow," he added.

Without naming the 
states, Kant said there 
had been a huge failure 
of  governance in these 
places. Unless they were 
transformed, India would 
"fail Sustainable Develop-
ment Goals as we miser-
ably failed Millenium De-
velopment Goals.

"We need to create a 
baseline survey and moni-
tor these states and dis-
tricts on a regular basis 
and put it all in the public 
domain. We need to name 
and shame these states 
and districts. We must 
bring it out that these are 
the states which are hold-

ing India back," he said.
Kant was speaking at 

a two-day conclave that 
focuses on "Transforma-
tion after two years of  
Sustainable Development 
Goals".

He said that with 33 
per cent of  stunted chil-
dren in the world coming 
from India, there seemed 
to be something "seriously 
wrong with governance".

"It is not about finan-
cial resources. There are 
schemes for women and 
child development, Health 
Department, anganwadis 
and Asha workers. All 
these schemes have been 
running for around 45 
years and the leakage lev-
els are so enormous that 
something seems to be 
wrong with the govern-

ance," he added.
Kant said Indians like 

to work in silos unlike the 
Japanese "who work as a 
team".

"It's not possible to 
achieve nutrition goals 
unless Women and Child 
Welfare Department, Ed-
ucation, Health and Sani-
tation Departments work 
together.

"But at district levels, 
they are not speaking to 
each other. So you need a 
very high level of  conver-
gence at the field level," 
he said.

Kant added that even 
at district level, naming 
and shaming was the key 
to force improvement at 
the ground level.

"We must monitor 
and rank everything and 

put them out in the public 
domain. We should rank 
district hospitals and put 
them out. People must 
know why a district hos-
pital is performing badly.

"Shame it and shame 
the politicians of  that dis-
trict. And they must be 
voted out of  power if  they 
don't turn it around," he 
said.

Kant said while the 
Sustainable Development 
Goals are critical for In-
dia, even more critical 
was India's ambition to 
grow.

"And it cannot grow 
without education, health 
and nutrition. This has 
to be the fulcrum around 
which our policies need to 
evolve," the NITI Aayog 
CEO said.

Our Correspondent
Kohima, August 30 
(EMN): The Nagaland 
Emergency Prepared-
ness Exercise (NEPEx), a 
mega mock drill simulat-
ing an earthquake meas-
uring 8.4 magnitude on 
the Richter Scale, was car-
ried out across the state on 
Wednesday. The exercise 
was conducted to gener-
ate awareness among the 
communities and different 
agencies on how to estab-
lish mechanism for effective 
response to any disaster, 
particularly with Nagaland 
being a state that is vulner-

well, there were many areas 
that needed to be relooked 
into and these include the 
communication system; 
equipping of district hospi-
tals down to PHCs of basic 
emergency equipments; ac-
tual manpower requirement 
of the State Disaster Re-
sponse Force (SDRF); con-
centrate more on schools in 
such exercises; identifying a 
permanent and centrally lo-
cated staging area; need for 
departments to make an in-
ventory of their respective 

resources; identification of  
alternative routes (roads); 
operations section need to 
work on standard operating 
procedure (SOP).

Besides the above, 
the bureaucrat expressed 
concern that there is only 
one functional siren in the 
state capital in the PHQ 
and when it sounded this 
morning, nobody in the 
Secretariat Complex heard 
it. He underscored the need 
to install sirens at strategic 
locations taking in consid-

eration the mountainous 
position of the towns. He 
also stressed on opening 
of more wireless lines of  
communication as during 
a disaster, mobile towers or 
landlines services could be 
affected.

Meanwhile, the Food 
& Civil Supplies depart-
ment was said to have re-
ported that due to the Na-
tional Food Security Act, 
not much elbow-room was 
there to spare food items. 
Towards this, Toy asserted 

able to different natural 
calamities including earth-
quakes as it lies on the Seis-
mic Zone V.

The mock drill began 
with an emergency siren 
sounding from the Police 
Headquarters (PHQ) in 
the state capital and all the 
district headquarters simul-
taneously, and recorded a 
real time disaster response 
across the eleven districts. 
The State Emergency Op-
eration Centre (SEOC) and 
District Emergency Opera-
tion Centres (DEOCs) were 
activated during the exer-
cise.

Following the two-hour 
long NEPEx, a debrief-
ing session was held at the 
SEOC in Kohima, wherein 
the departmental heads 
under different sections 
including Operations, Lo-
gistics, Response, Medical, 
Planning etc. reported the 
action taken as well as their 
observations. 

Communications, hospi-
tals, response manpower 
found wanting
Shortfall in communica-
tion system was the crux of  
the issues that the state was 
identified with during the 
NEPEx today. Additional 
chief secretary & finance 
commissioner, Temjen Toy, 
in his overview of the exer-
cise pointed out that while 
the entire exercise went 

Dimapur, August 30 
(EMN):  The Chief  Min-
ister, TR Zeliang along 
with his colleagues ac-
companied by Lok Sabha 
MP Neiphiu Rio today 
met President Ram Nath 
Kovind and congratu-
lated him on his landslide 
victory in the recently 
held Presidential election. 

A press note from the 
CMO stated that the team 
led by the Chief  Minister 
also met Vice President  
Venkaiah Naidu and con-
gratulated him for having 
assumed office.

During the brief  inter-
action with the President 
and then with the Vice 
President, the Chief  Min-
ister urged upon them to 
utilise their good offices 
for an early settlement of  
the long standing Naga 
Political problem. 

"Chief  Minister Naga-
land briefed them on the 
ongoing situation in the 
State and also mentioned 
that Peace will enable de-

The aim of education is 
the knowledge, not of 

facts, but of values.

 William S. Burroughs

velopment that will make 
Nagaland a vibrant State 
of  the India Union," it 
stated. 

Zeliang and his team 
also met Home Minister, 
Rajnath Singh and sub-
mitted a memorandum 

for restoration and im-
mediate sanction of  relief  
while also apprising him 
of  the damages caused by 
unprecedented rain and 
landslides in the State.

The Chief  Minister 
also urged upon the Un-

ion Home Minister for 
an early settlement of  the 
Naga Political problem, 
"preferably before Christ-
mas this year". 

He mentioned that 
the settlement of  the long 
standing Naga Political 

issue will help usher in an 
era of  Peace and Devel-
opment which will have 
an impact in the entire 
Northeastern region. 

This would be in sync 
with the Look East Policy 
of  Government of  India 
and will help build syner-
gies of  Indian Economy 
with those of  South East 
Asian Nations.

He apprised the Un-
ion Home Minister with 
regard to the large scale 
damage caused by the re-
cent rains which have not 
only resulted in flooding 
and landslides but also 
caused loss of  life, prop-
erty and damage of  roads 
and bridges.  

The chief  minister 
also requested the Gov-
ernment of  lndia to pro-
vide immediate relief  as 
also support for rebuild-
ing the damaged roads, 
bridges and other infra-
structure. 

'Union Home Minis-
ter assured of  all possible 

help and mentioned that 
a team will be sent to as-
sess the damage caused 
and provide for necessary 
relief  and rehabilitation," 
it stated.

The team also met the 
Union Finance Minister 
Arun Jaitley and deliber-
ated on the financial situ-
ation in the state. 

The chief  minister ap-
prised the union minister 
of  the challenges the state 
is facing due to lack of  
resources and highlighted 
the issue of  non-comple-
tion of  projects taken up 
under State Plan Assist-
ance as funds have not 
been made available un-
der SPA since the forma-
tion of  Niti Aayog.

On the recent floods 
and landslides in the state 
the press note stated that 
the union finance minis-
ter assured that all neces-
sary help and support will 
be provided through the 
National Disaster Relief  
Fund.

that an arrangement for an 
emergency situation has 
to be worked out for when 
such disasters happen such 
as a proper inventory of  
food items that they have 
and food items that it will 
dispatch, so that account-
ing can be settled later on.

He also said the Naga-
land State Disaster Man-
agement Authority (NSD-
MA) also should do more 
research on how to convert 
normal available water into 
drinking water as the peo-
ple cannot always be de-
pendent on bottled water, 
taking into account acces-
sibility.

The official also 
stressed on the need for 
more training and sensiti-
zation to strengthen Com-
munity First Responders as 
it has been proven that the 
communities are the first to 
respond in any situation. 

Commissioner & Sec-
retary NSDMA, Khrienuo 
Metha while emphasizing 
the need to strengthen the 
SDRF, pointed out that 
there are currently 3 dis-
tricts without the SDRF 
– Longleng, Kiphire and 
Peren, as there is no district 
Home Guards & Civil De-
fence established in those 
districts yet.

Towards this, additional 
chief secretary Toy stated 
that the SDRF manpower 
in each of the 8 functional 

districts only stood at 30 
presently. On the NSDMA 
trained IR company, he 
said there is the question 
whether they (the trained 
police personnel) can be 
requisitioned in times of  
real disasters and whether 
they would have the re-
quired equipments in their 
hands.

National Disaster Re-
sponse Force (NDRF) com-
mandant AKC Singh who 
observed the mock exercise 
as a general observer, stated 
that there had been some 
difficulties in transport. He 
also suggested that vulnera-
ble points of the town must 
be identified with the help 
of experts and identify and 
relocate the main staging 
area accordingly.

DG Prisons & HG & 
CD, Rupin Sharma was of  
the view that the NEPEx 
was too anticipatory when 
it came to traffic flow. He 
felt that in a situation of  
such disaster as an 8.4m 
earthquake would affect 
several roads or parts of  
roads and people would 
be in a panic mode, not 
caring about traffic regula-
tions, thereby barring ve-
hicular flow. Towards this, 
he vouched for more exer-
cises where simulation of  
total road blockages could 
be done and anticipations 
for a real event could be 
recorded. The official also 

remarked that many of the 
walkie-talkies that were 
issued were not charged 
while some were unable to 
connect because of the ter-
rain.

During the day’s mock 
drill, volunteers from vari-
ous institutions and estab-
lishments also rendered 
their services.

History revisited 
In 2014, a similar mega 
mock exercise was carried 
out in the state as part of  
the North East multi-state 
preparedness campaign 
of the National Disaster 
Management Authority 
(NDMA), in replication of  
a possible Magnitude 8.7 
Shillong 1897 earthquake.

The NDMA observers 
had then pointed out that 
the few gaps that need to be 
reviewed by the state were 
the communications sys-
tems, logistics and resource 
management system, and 
that the Incident Response 
System (IRS) needed to 
be put into more practice 
and public awareness pro-
grammes needed to be 
strengthened. 

With Wednesday’s 
mock drill results falling on 
similar lines, the onus is on 
the state government as to 
how best it should invest 
and improve on the lessons 
learnt from these exercises.

Related reports on page 5



‘CEC is not just a campaign to vote but spiritual war’
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ABAM Clean Election Flag being hoisted and keep flying on top of some houses in Changtongya village as a 
mark of their pledge to abide by clean election resolutions.

Kohima Village Council members along with NStCB officials during the village adaptation programme.

Parliamentary Secretary for Fisheries, Shetoyi Sumi; Director of Fisheries, KevisaKense; Additional Director, 
C. Imtitongzuk Longkumer; and Joint Director, Rongsennungba along with officials of National Fisheries 
Development Board (NFDB), Dr. A Pandey, Dr. John Samuel, Dr. B. Lahon and S. Baishya inspected and 
evaluated the Central Sector Scheme ‘Blue Revolution’ during an interaction at the Directorate of Fisheries, 
Kohima on August 28. 

Socail welfare dept. officers’ conference
The Department of Social Welfare will be holding its 
Annual Officers Conference 2017, on September 1, 10 
a.m. at Niathu Resort Conference Hall. Parliamentary 
Secretary of Social welfare, Merentoshi R Jamir will 
grace the conference as chief guest. Joint Director Social 
Welfare, Tulula Pongen has directed all officers of the 
department have been directed to attend the conference 
positively. 

DDEO Dmr notifies on Inspire Award-Manak
Deputy District Education Officer (DDEO) Dimapur, R. 
Amongla Jamir has informed that the Department of 
Science and Technology Government of Indian, North-
East Zone is organising Inspire Award-Manak. Therefore, 
all the heads of both private and government high schools 
under Dimapur district to collect the form from DDEO 
office and submit on or before September 10.  For further 
detail information, one may contact 7085748298.

TGSU to organise combined Teachers’ Day prog 
Tesophenyu Group Students’ Union (TGSU) will be 
organising a combine Teachers’ Day celebration, under 
the theme “Teachers affect eternity,” on September 5, 
10:30 a.m. at Tesophenyu Community Hall. Dr.Gwazenlo 
Tep, VAS, SDVO in-charge Tseminyu will be the resource 
speaker.

ANGPTA Zbt emergency meeting
All Nagaland Government Primary Teachers’ Association 
(ANGPTA) Zunheboto unit has convened an emergency 
general meeting on September 2, 10 a.m. at VDB Hall, Old 
Town, Zunheboto. All the primary teachers under SDEO 
Aghunato, SDEO Pughoboto,  DEO & SDEO Zunhebot are 
requested  to attend the meeting positively. Untrained 
primary teachers are informed to bring xerox copy 
appointment order, regularization order, educational 
documents form HSLC onward. For further information 
one may contact 7005240036 or 7005864398.

Resting shed inaugurated at Teshe
A resting shed at Teshe water source was inaugurated 
on August 30. The shed was constructed by Tobu Town 
Council and financed by Block development office Tobu 
Hq.
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LKMCECC 2nd phase Clean Election tour 

DoSE invites award recipient teachers

Community theatre workshop 
at District Jail Mokokchung 

MVC, DME condemn raid of 
its officer’s residence

ANHTU Kma to observe Hindi Diwas

DoSE notifies on implementation 
of Swachh Pakhwada

NStCB adopts Kohima village as ‘golden village’

to undemocratic system 
adopted by the community 
during election. “I am 50 
years old now, but I have 
seen neither ballot paper 
nor Electronic Voting Ma-
chine in my life. However, 
now that I pledged myself  
to participate in clean elec-
tion process, I will cast my 
own vote myself  as and 

when election comes,” he 
said.

LKMCECC observed 
that the same sense of  po-
litical eagerness felt in the 
minds of  many people in 
Nagaland today.

The villagers expressed 
their deep disappointment 
that almost all the candi-
dates did not keep their 

promises made during 
elections and seldom visit 
their villages unless call to 
attend a function as chief  
guest.

The LKMCECC also 
experienced pathetic and 
risky road conditions in 
many places and very ir-
regular power supply that 
causes economic loss to 

the entrepreneurs and un-
told inconveniences to 
the students during their 
campaign period, the press 
release stated.

During the Clean Elec-
tion campaign, the LKM-
CECC urged the people to 
maintain moral standard 
in every activity of  their 
life and appealed them to 
depart from sinful life of  
amassing wealth without 
work, eating without la-
bour, commerce without 
morality, politics without 
principle and religious life 
without sacrifice.

As a mark of  their seri-
ous commitment to Clean 
Election principle, many 
families in the villages have 
seen hoisting the ABAM 
Clean Election flag on 
the top of  their respective 
houses. The ABAM Clean 
election flag carries a cross 
with the word ‘Clean Elec-
tion’ in white background, 

the press release added.
The LKMCECC has 

toured 13 villages and one 
town unit from August 
24 to 26 as the 2nd Phase 
of  touring on Clean Elec-
tion under Langpangkong 
range.

During the tour, basing 
on the resolutions adopted 
on September 3, 2016 at 
Chuchuyimlang, the vil-
lage councils and other 
apex civil organisations 
and the Church authority 
were entrusted to consti-
tute the Action Committee 
on Clean Election which 
will work hand and hand 
with the LKM CECC 
and act as the guardian of  
“Chuchuyimlang resolu-
tion on Clean Election” 
in their respective village 
and areas.

The LKMCECC, while 
appreciating the positive 
response from the peo-
ple of  the range and the 
hospitality shown during 
the recent touring, once 
again reminded that the 

success of  the this genuine 
campaign rests with the 
decision of  the individual 
and not with any other 
organisation.

Meanwhile, the LKM-
CECC appealed all con-
cerned and Langpangkong 
people in particular to 
observe the 1st Anniver-
sary of  launching of  LKM 
Clean Election Campaign 
with a 30 minute solemn 
prayer in every home on 
September 3 at 6 a.m. with 
LKMCECC members for 
the success of  the Clean 
Election Campaign in 
Nagaland in general and 
Langpangkong range in 
particular.

T h e  L K M C E C C 
further appealed all the 
Churches in Langpang-
kong area irrespective 
of  her denomination to 
conduct a mass prayer 
during Sunday devotional 
service on September 3 
for clean election to en-
sure clean government in 
Nagaland.

Dimapur,  August  30 
(EMN):  The Deputy Dis-
trict Education Officer, 
Kohima, Neizetuonuo has 
informed that a brief  inter-
action programme with re-
cipients of Kohima District 
Teachers Award 2017 had 
been scheduled on Septem-
ber 1, 10 a.m. at the Deputy 
Commissioner Office Con-
ference Hall , Kohima. The 
following award recipient 
teachers have been invited.
1. Tiawapang PGT, M.Sc. 

B.ed-Riizhiikhrie GHSS, 
Kohima.

2. Naonghogjemla Ong-
phang, PGT- GHSS 
Tseminyu Old Town.

3. Rajnarayan Pan Sr. G/T, 
B.SC-GHS Nerhema.

4. Khrielie Paphino P/T. 
B.A-GMS Pfuchama

5. Kekhriivi Kikhi P/T, B.A 
-GMS K.Khel Viswe-
ma.

6. Mary Tep G/T, BA. B.Ed- 
GMS Tesophenyu.

7. Niwalo Kath P/T, P, U, 

D.El.Ed -GHS Kand-
inu.

8. James Asosu A/T, B.Com 
-Holy Family School, 
Kohima.

9. Nabemo Humtsoe PGT, 
M . A  B. E d  - G. R i o 
School, Kohima.

10. Naorem Sharat Singh 
A/T, B.Sc -Azedon 
School, Kohima.                    
The head of Institutions 

along with the award recipi-
ent teachers are directed to 
attend the programme.

Dimapur,  August  30 
(EMN): Community theatre 
workshop was conducted in 
District Jail Centre, Mokok-
chung from August 28 to 
30.

The workshop was fa-
cilitated by Temjenzungba 

Kechu, Theatre Director/
Drama Educator with Ar-
chiela, Counsellor. 

A total of  40 inmates 
participated in the work-
shop.

The prison art was initi-
ated to help the inmates 

come out of their dark nar-
ratives and express through 
various form of drama. The 
programme also aimed in 
helping participants to reflect 
themselves and to develop 
positive approach from their 
struggle of self-worth.

Dimapur,  August  30 
(EMN): Morakjo Village 
Council (MVC) has strong-
ly condemned the midnight 
raid, at the residence of  one 
of  its prominent member 
and a senior State govt. of-
ficer, Robert Odyuo, in the 
wee hours on August 24, by 
the Indian Army, 32 Assam 
Rifles firing range, while he 
was out of  station.

“Taking strong excep-
tion to the threatening and 
intimidating conduct of  
the army men, including 
two female officers, the 
MVC statement said that, 
the mental and emotional 
stress caused to his minor 
daughter and niece who 
were preparing for their 
quarterly exams and also 
fear psychosis inflicted on 
other family members is 
morally reprehensible,” 
the press release issued by 
MVC chairman stated.

While questioning the 

motive behind the raid, the 
MVC further added that, 
treating respected govt. 
officer like common crimi-
nals is totally unaccept-
able and uncalled for and 
appealed to the top army 
authorities to look into the 
matter and take stringent 
action against the officer’s 
responsible. 

Further the MVC won-
dered if  the army have ever 
heard of  the fundamen-
tal right to privacy and 
whether there was any con-
stitutional safeguard for in-
nocent public against such 
irresponsible conduct in the 
name of  AFPSA. 

Dimapur Morakjo Ek-
hung (DME) also vehe-
mently condemned the 
midnight raid on August 
24 at the private residence 
of  one of  its member and 
a class I gazetted officer 
to the Govt. of  Nagaland, 
Robert Odyuo, by the In-

dian Army. 
“The psychological 

threat and intimidation 
meted out to his daughter 
and niece and other female 
members of  his family, 
thereby causing immense 
mental and emotional 
stress.

“The DME questioned 
the Army authority the 
reason behind this terror-
izing conduct of  the army 
men under the guise of  
AFSPA. Treating respected 
members of  the society like 
anti national elements just 
to earn brownie points in 
their service a record is 
strongly objected to,” the 
DME release stated. 

The DME further re-
quested the higher army 
brass to inquire into the 
incident and take stringent 
action against the army 
officers and jawans which 
included two female of-
ficers. 

Dimapur, August 30 (EMN): The All Na-
galand Hindi Teachers Union (ANHTU) 
Kohima unit will be observing Hindi Diwas 
on September 14 at Tsemenyu, Kohima. The 
union will be also organising various compe-
titions for schools on September 13. In this 
regard, all the schools under Kohima district 
have been invited for the competition. The 
competitions are as follows; singing (solo) 
- from any class; extempore speech - from 
any class; debate - classes 8 to 12 only; essay 
- classes 6 to 8 & 9 to 12; poem recitation - 
classes 1 to 5 (respective class text book).

Topic for essay on “Hamara Nagaland” 
and “Hindi ka mahatva” will be organised 
for class 6 to 8 and class 9 to 12 respectively. 
Debate topic is “Mobile se hani aur labh.”

Schools can send the participating 
students details to nelsonyhokha@gmail.
com. Last date for submitting details is 
September 8.

For more information schools may 
contact the ANHTU Kohima unit gen-
eral secretary, Vizothal at 9089629973 and 
information secretary, Nelson Yhokha at 
9856171486.

Dimapur, August 30 (EMN): 
The Nagaland State Co-operative 
Bank (NStCB) Ltd. Kohima Main 
Branch has adopted Kohima vil-
lage as the ‘golden village’ on 
August 29 in the Council Hall of  
the village.

 The program was conducted 
in commemoration of  the golden 
jubilee year.

The programme was attended 
by Village Council members, GBs, 
Khel representatives, leaders of  all 
frontal organizations and unions. 

The program commenced 
with invocation pronounced by 
Rukuovituo Rutsa, Catechist of  
Catholic Church, Kohima Village 
while welcome speech and vote 
of  thanks were addressed by Dr. 
Neiphi Kire, chairman and John 
Sote, VDB secretary of  the village 
council. The program was chaired 
by S. Kevi Hibo, Assisstant Branch 
Manager.

Resource persons of  the pro-
gramme were Jonah Sumi, Chief  
Manager,  Keduseho Sale, Field 
Officer and Asen Ao, Computer 
Assistant of  BDO, RD Block 
Kohima. The resource persons 

Dimapur,  August  30 
(EMN):“Clean Election 
campaign is not just a 
campaign to vote during 
election but it is a spir-
itual war that we should 
all fight against the sins 
within ourselves; it is a 
battle that can be won with 
self  determination and 
commitment to contribute 
something in the course 
restructuring our society 
for a better tomorrow. It 
is a war that will go on 
fighting beyond election 
for ensuring good govern-
ance in our State,” the 
Langpangkong Students’ 
Conference Clean Elec-
tion Campaign Committee 
(LKMCECC) stated.

“Even if  election time 
approaches in Nagaland, 
unlike in recent past, this 
year people will restrain 
themselves from indulg-
ing in old habit of  elec-
toral malpractices in Na-

galand.”
This observation was 

shared by the people in 
Langpangkong area under 
Mokokchung district with 
the LKMCECC during 
their 2nd Phase tour con-
ducted last week.

“Election time should 
not be a time of  violence 
or creating enmity within 
one’s own community 
rather it should be a time 
of  celebration for getting a 
political opportunity as cit-
izen to exercise one’s own 
political right to choose 
one’s own political repre-
sentative in formation of  
the government,” the LK-
MCECC told the people 
during their campaign.

In one of  the campaign 
meetings in the villages 
under  Langpangkong 
range, a pastor expressed 
his anguish and regret-
ted for not being able to 
cast his own vote owing 

highlighted the Bank products and 
Job card linkage with adhaar.

NStCB also mentioned that 
earlier the branch also adopted 

Sechü  Zubza village on July  28 
and Jotsoma village on August 2.

Dimapur, August 30 (EMN): The Directorate of  School Education (DoSE) has notified 
the schedule for implementation of  Swachh Pakhwada in the State as follows:
Sl. 
No. Date Activity Action

1 1-9-17 Frame the pledge Teachers and Students shall take a pledge to 
maintain cleanliness in the school premises.

2 2-9-17 Conduct social work All govt. schools shall conduct social work in 
and around the school premises.

3 3-9-17

Message on observation 
of  cleanliness in schools 
and in villages/towns 
to be presented in 4 
Churches

The dept. of  School Education shall tie up 
with the Church for conveying cleanliness 
message in the Churches.

5 4-9-17
Conduct Essay Compe-
tition for Classes VII & 
VIII.

School authority shall organise Essay 
Competition for classes VII & VIII in all the 
Govt, schools. The best entry of  each school 
shall be sent to the District Level Committee 
(DLC). The DLC shall select three (3) best 
entries for District Level Award.

6 5-9-17 Planting of  locally avail-
able saplings in schools.

SMC and the school authority shall organise 
the planting of  saplings. Each student and 
Teacher to bring a locally available sapling to 
be planted in the school premises.

7 6-9-17
Clean dustbins and 
make innovation/green 
dustbins in the Schools

Teachers and Students shall clean dustbins 
available in the schools. If  dustbins are 
not available. Teachers help students make 
innovative and green dustbins with locally 
available materials.

8 7-9-17 Observe Hand Wash 
Day

Importance of  hand wash to be discussed 
in the morning assembly and Teachers and 
Students wash hands.

9 8-9-17

Toilet Cleaning Compe-
tition among the Gov-
ernment Schools in the 
District Headquarter

Toilet Cleaning Competition to be held only 
among the Govt. Schools located in the Dis-
trict Hq. Observers shall judge the toilets and 
the best three (3) schools shall be awarded.

10 9-9-17
SMC and Parents Meet-
ing on School Cleanli-
ness

SMC and Parents meeting to be conducted in 
the schools. Matters pertaining to cleanliness 
in the school premises shall be discussed.

11 11-9-17

Cleaning of  the Com-
munity Water Source in 
the Village/Town by the 
Community

Community shall conduct social work 
to clean the community drinking water 
source(s) in the village.

12 12-9-17

Construction/Repair 
of  the Roof  Gutters for 
Rain Water Harvesting 
in Schools with locally 
available materials

Roof  Gutters for Rain Water Harvesting in 
the schools to be repaired. If  the roof  gutters 
are not available, locally available materialsto 
be used to construct it.

13 13-9-17

Cleaning of  the Water 
Storage Tanks at the 
Schools and the Village 
levels

Community shall conduct social work to 
clean the community water storage tank in 
the village/schools.

14 14-9-17 Letter writing Day
Students write letters to SDEO. DEO, DC 
or PD (DoSE) on the matter pertaining to 
cleanliness in the schools.

15 15-9-17 Meeting the Govern-
ment Day

DEO shall initiate a meeting of  students 
with the respective Deputy Commissioner for 
interaction. Prizes/Awards shall be awarded 
to the winners of  various competitions

WEATHER FORECAST IN OTHER DISTRICTS 
Max Min DP RH RF

WOKHA 22.4 18.6 20 84 1.4

ZBT 24.1 16.7 20.7 88 8

MON 32 23 23.6 92 NIL

TUENSANG 23 18.2 19.6 89 15.1

MKG 27 21.2 20.5 73 4

PHEK 26.4 19.89 20.6 96 2.2

KIPHIRE 29 20 21.8 97 1.2

SECHÜ ZUBZA 27.5 21 21.2 90 NIL

LONGLENG - - - - -

TSEMINYU 22.8 21 21.4 93 6

JALUKIE 27 21 25.2 85 NIL

MANGKOLEMBA 31.4 25 24.4 78 NIL

*Dew Point (DP) *Relative Humidity (RH) * Rainfall (RF)

Source: Department of Soil & Water Conservation, Nagaland 
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(left to right) State BJP president Visazolie Lhoungu, Ananta Mishra and Paiwang Konyak after the 
coombined meeting in Kohima on August 30.
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Nagaland will soon see sunrise, says Ananta Mishra

State

Staff Reporter 
Dimapur,  August  30 
(EMN): In India 97% of  
the rapists do not spend a 
year in jail, 54% cases of  
sexual offences go unreport-
ed while in Nagaland most 
of  such cases are settled 
between the two parties or 
through customary manner, 
said legal aid counsel cum 
trainer of  Nagaland State 
Legal Service Authority 
(NSLSA), Esther K Aye, at 
the one day workshop cum 
consultative meet on Juve-
nile Justice System organ-
ised by Dimapur District 
Legal Service Authority 
(DDLSA) with stakehold-
ers on Wednesday in Di-
mapur. 

Drawing attention on 
the procedure for media 
reporting on sexual cases, 
Aye defended that under 
Section 23 of the Protection 
of  Children from Sexual 
Offences Act 2012 ‘no per-
son shall make any report 
or present comments on 
any child from any form 
of  media without having 
complete and authentic 
information.’ 

‘No reports in any me-
dia shall disclose the details 
of  a child which may lead 
to disclosure of  the child’s 
identity. The publisher or 
owner of  the media/ stu-

dio/ photographic facilities 
shall be jointly and severely 
liable for the acts of his em-
ployee,’ she cautioned.

Aye, emphasising on the 
Juvenile Justice (JJ) Act, 
2015, underlined that the 
State was yet to implement 
it after the repeal of JJ Act 
2000. Taking opportunity 
with the presence of police 
officials at the workshop, 
Aye detailed the guidelines 
for police officials dealing 
with ‘children in need of  
care and protection’ and 
‘children in conflict with 
law’ wherein she reminded 
that a police officer while 
dealing with both should 
be fully aware of the Child 
Welfare Committee(s) and 
should always be in plain 
clothes even during record-
ing the statement of  the 
child victim. 

“A child victim should 
not be kept in the police 
station overnight on any 
pretext,” said Aye adding 
a child in conflict with law 
is presumed to be innocent 
until proven guilty accord-
ing to law and should not be 
compelled to confess guilt.

Two resource persons 
including DDLSA panel 
lawyers, Sentimenla, and 
the District Child Protec-
tion Officer, Pikato Muru, 
laid emphasise on JJ Act 

2015. Sentimenla, while 
presuming Nagaland to be a 
destination of human child 
trafficking, said more efforts 
is needed to control traffick-
ing and bring a solution to 
this menace.  

She further suggested 
trafficked victims to share 
their ordeal to create aware-
ness for those gullible vic-
tims of  human trafficking 
market.   

Director of  Prodigals’ 
Home, K Ela, sharing con-
cern over the rise of  child 
rights violation, pointed 
out the Naga society is still 
hostile including the service 
providers who act insen-
sitively, while the NGOs 
dealing with such cases face 
challenges of  working in a 
hostile environment. 

‘Though the State stake-
holders talk on the available 
laws and acts in concern 
with children, those acts 
and laws are never executed 
and the compensation in-
tended for victims under im-
plemented laws and acts are 
always in the process-which 
means the victims’ right is 
violated,’ said Ela. 

She also suggested for 
a district child friendly 
court and implementation 
of  child friendly policy in 
schools to make Dimapur 
child friendly.

Stakeholders deliberate 
on juvenile justice system

Grateful Imlibenla Wati gives back to community 

Phek farmers pledge to 
double income by 2022

Our Correspondent
Mokokchung, August 30 
(EMN): Former beauty 
queen turned social activ-
ist, Imlibenla Wati, today 
donated a hefty amount of  
money towards construction 
of a concrete road for Rev. 
Longri Memorial Hostel- 
an important landmark in 

Mokokchung town.
The approach road con-

necting the hostel is approxi-
mately around 150 metres 
and in deplorable condition. 
The road not only connects 
the hostel but also served as 
the only road to reach the 
Aongza Fellowship Church 
under Mokokchung Town 

Baptist Church (MTBA).
The donated cash was 

handed over to the church 
authority to initiate the de-
velopmental activities and 
the work is expected to start 
from next week.

The social activist ex-
pressed that as a daughter 
of  Aongza Ward, she has 

the keen desire and interest 
to serve the society particu-
larly the citizens of Aongza 
Ward, who have morally 
supported and uphold her 
in their prayer during her 
past endeavour at various 
national and international 
arena.

Imlibenla also observed 

Social activist Imlibenla Wati along with members from Aongza Ward and MTBA pastor at Rev. Longri Memorial Hostel premises on August 30.
EM Images

that the colony needs major 
development but positive 
response are lacking from 
the authorities. In this con-
necting, she decided to invest 
in community charity works. 
She also asserted that her 
mission is to do charitable 
developmental works for the 
people.

During a short pro-
gramme at Rev. Longri Me-
morial Hostel premises, she 
sought advice and guidance 
from the ward authority, 
seniors, and church worker, 
saying this small donation 
is a token of  appreciation 
to the colony for their never 
ending support and trust she 
received from the people of  
Aongza.

R Longritemjen Ao, 
chairman of Aongza Ward 
Authority, also spoke at the 
programme. The invoca-
tion prayer was offered by 
Temsuwati Kichu, Associate 
Pastor of MTBA.

Dimapur, August 30 
(EMN): Farmers in Phek 
district have pledged to 
double their income by 
2022 and make India a 
clean, poverty free, cor-
ruption free, terrorism 
free, communism free, 
casteism free developed 
and prosperous nation.

The farmers made 
this  pledge during a 
programme organised 
by Krishi Vigyan Ken-
dra (KVK), Phek, ICAR-
NRC on Mithun in Porba 
village under Phek dis-
trict on August 30 where 
the Rajya Sabha MP 
KG Kenye was the chief  
guest.

New India Manthan: 
‘Sankalp se Siddhi,’ is a 
programme envisaged 
by the Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi to em-
phasise the importance of  
the farmers to change the 
face of  agriculture. The 
programme was launched 
to commemorate the Quit 
India Movement. 

Kenye vis i ted the 
exhibition and under-
took “Sankalp to Siddhi” 
march from KVK Phek 
campus to Porba village 
panchayat hall with hun-
dreds of  farmers. 

Dr. Abhijit Mitra, Di-

rector of  ICAR-NRC on 
Mithun, emphasised on 
the importance of  Mit-
hun rearing as a compo-
nent for doubling farm-
ers’ income. He urged to 
conserve the healthy and 
well-built male bulls for 
further genetic improve-
ment of  the stock.

Dr. RS Gandhi, ADG, 
ICAR, stressed on the 
need to check huge post-
harvest losses although 
India has become self-
sufficient in food grains. 
He encouraged the farmer 
to exploit the huge poten-
tial livestock holds. 

Agriculture being the 
main occupation of  70% 
population of  the coun-
try, KG Kenye informed 
that the present govern-
ment has put high priority 
towards agriculture and 
allied sector through im-
proved technologies and 
schemes. Nagaland being 
an agrarian state, he said 
the State can contribute 
towards the New India 
Movement by adopting 
organic farming. 

He acknowledged the 
achievements of  KVK, 
Phek, and NRC on Mit-
hun for their effort to en-
hance the socio-economic 
condition of  the farmers. 

CNTC urges govt to deport illegal immigrants 

ACL for primary teachers underway

Dimapur,  August  30 
(EMN): Central Nagaland 
Tribes Council (CNTC) 
has raised serious concern 
over the unabated and the 
unchecked influx of  illegal 
immigrants in the State 
and urged the government 
to initiate action before 
the ‘indigenous popula-
tion is swallowed by the 
illegal immigrants.’ 

CNTC has issued this 
statement following the 
directives of  the central 
government and the MHA 
to identify and deport all 
illegal immigrants in the 
State.

“ L o o k i n g  a t  t h e 
present rate of  inf lux, 
the future existence of  
our younger generations 
seems greatly endangered 
by the threat posed by 
this continuous incursion. 
The lackadaisical attitude 
of  the state agencies and 

its monitoring systems 
has miserably failed in 
protecting the vulnerable 
indigenous population of  
the state,” CNTC Media 
Cell alleged.

CNTC has decided 
to take up this issue very 
soon with all seriousness 
together with all other 
tribal hohos, NGOs, civil 
societies, student organi-
sations and churches. In 
this regard, it has appealed 
to all concerned to join 
hands together to curb this 
menace which will be the 
true and real fight for the 
coming generations. 

CNTC also raised con-
cern on the random issu-
ance of  driving license, 
aadhar cards, PAN cards, 
etc. by respective authori-
ties and on the issuance 
of  the Permanent Resi-
dence Certificates (PRC) 
in many localities by the 

respective GBs/chairmen. 
It appealed to stop these 
activities immediately be-
fore the coming genera-
tions are wiped out by our 
greed and gullibility. 

It has also expressed 
displeasure with many 
apex organisations in let-
ting out their premises 
randomly to those immi-
grants instead of  having 
any concern for the edu-
cated unemployed Naga 
youth. 

CNTC affirmed that it 
cannot allow our land to 
become another Tripura 
where the indigenous in-
habitants have been re-
duced to a minority. As 
directed by the centre, it 
urged the state govern-
ment to set up a task force 
at State and district level 
and identify all illegal im-
migrants and deport them 
at the earliest.

Our Correspondent
Ko h i m a ,  A u g u s t  3 0 
(EMN): A three-day pro-
gramme on Activity and 
Competency Learning 
(ACL) for primary teach-
ers under District Mission 
Authority Sarva Shiksha 
Abhiyan (DMA SSA), Ko-
hima district, began today 
at SEIMAT (SCERT), Ko-
hima.

Reader SCERT Na-
galand, Thungchibemo 
Lotha, delivered the key-
note address during the 

introductory session which 
was chaired by Coordi-
nator of  EBRC L Khel, 
Visato Koso, while the 
Assistant District Coordi-
nator DMA SSA Kohima, 
Thonsenlo, delivered the 
welcome address.

The resource persons 
of  the three-day training 
are Ruth, Primary Teacher 
of  GPS New Ministers 
Hill; Peletuonuo, Trainer 
of  Trainees (ToTs) L Khel 
Kohima; and ToTs Chi-
ephobozou Peteneilhou 

and Kevikielie.
The topics to be cov-

ered include learning lad-
der logo and grouping, 
demonstration of  ACL 
class, Maths, EVS and 
English.

Altogether, 130 teach-
ers from 5 EBRCs are at-
tending the training pro-
gramme. The training will 
conclude on September 1 
afternoon with SCERT Di-
rector, Khrietuo Mezhür, 
as special guest of  the val-
edictory function.

State BJP eyes 2018 with ‘open door policy’

the country, whether all the 
schemes are reaching the 
beneficiaries in the state. In 
this regard, he has asked the 
party leaders to enquire so 
that people are benefitted 
through these schemes.

Describing the road con-
dition in the state as ‘road-
less and river-flow’ Mishra 
who has toured all the A/
Cs in the state observed that 
Nagaland has too many 
problems which needs to 
be solved. Calling upon the 
party workers to give their 
time and work hard to solve 
these problems, he main-
tained that ‘Nagaland will 
soon see the sunrise.’

Addressing the gather-
ing, parliamentary secre-
tary for Civil Aviation and 
Transport, Paiwang Konyak 
observed that BJP is be-
ing confronted with various 
criticisms especially ‘accusa-
tions’ that it is a communal 
party and that it persecute 
the Christians etc. Hence, 
mandals and districts lead-
ers are asked to be equipped 
with proper knowledge 
about the manifesto and 
policies of the party so that 
it is able to defend the party 
against the accusations and 
propagandas. 

Though there are many 
issues confronting the people 
today, Konyak however, said 

the most important issue 
now is the issue of ‘secular-
ism and the corruptions’ 
and that the leaders must 
prove themselves to be a 
true Christians in faith and 
prove to the citizens that the 
leaders of the BJP are better 
Christians than the lead-
ers from any other political 
parties.

‘No Naga citizen must 
be given a chance to con-
demn the leaders of  our 
party and if we are better in 
all ways then in no way the 
people will reject our leader-
ship be it here in the state or 
at the centre’ he added. 

Emphasising on the 
need to elect a good leader, 
Konyak asserted that the 
mandal must find a suitable 
candidate and also keep the 
door open for the better, and 
that the intending candidates 
must support the party activ-
ities in all ways in promoting 
the party organisation.

He also asserted that it 
must be equipped to fight 
against the corruptions dur-
ing the election towards 
clean election as advocated 
by NBCC to change the 
mindset and to bring about 
a distinctive change in the 
society for a better environ-
ment, peace and develop-
ments.

With the general election 

approaching at the door-
steps, the party workers were 
also urged to work more 
dedicatedly for the party, and 
try to solve all the issues with 
amicable understanding.

Also speaking on the 
occasion, State BJP presi-
dent, Visasolie Lhoungou 
expressed delight that the 
party is gradually gaining ac-
ceptance and the general un-
derstanding of the policies, 
vision and ideology of  the 
party is widening through-
out the state.

He was of the view that 
the people of  Nagaland 
State await BJP to install 
BJP Government in next 
election as according to him 
‘in principle the people of  
Nagaland have realised that 
BJP is the best alternative to 
both NPF and Congress.’

At the same time, he 
cautioned that just because 
BJP is in power at the cen-
tre, there should not be any 
rooms for complacency, and 
asserted that the party inter-
est should be placed above 
the individual interest with 
political will, clean direction 
and strategy to strengthened 
and expand the organisa-
tional structure at all levels.

While commending the 
successful setting up of  55 
Mandals Unit and about 
70 to 80% of  Booth Level 

Our Correspondent
Kohima, August 30 (EMN): 
State unit of  Bharatiya Ja-
nata Party (BJP) has stressed 
on the need to be fully pre-
pared by re-strategising and 
consolidating its steps, plans 
and actions to face the state 
Assembly  Election in 2018 
with an open door policy.

This view was shared by 
all the prominent leaders of  
the party at the combined 
meeting of the state execu-
tive, state council and all 
mandal presidents of  the 
party held at Indira Gandhi 
Stadium this morning. The 
meeting was also attended 
by General Secretary (Org) 
North East, Ajay Jamwal 
and General Secretary (Org) 
Nagaland, Ananta Mishra 
among others.

While reiterating the 
working system of  BJP 
which is primarily based on 
‘belongingness and collec-
tivity’, Jamwal asserted on 
the need to ‘talk and walk 
together’ for the remaining 5 
months before the next elec-
tion, which he said is very 
crucial for the party.

The next election, he 
said should be for a ‘change’ 
with a changed mindset and 
‘if you want better road con-
nectivity, education, health 
system etc. which is free of  
corruption, then you should 
be a better person too’ said 
Jamwal.

In order to bring BJP 
government in Nagaland, 
he asserted that the leaders 
at all levels must reach out 
to all the 60 A/Cs and 2159 
polling booths in the state by 
reaching out to every house-
hold with policies of party.

Jamwal also clarified 
that India being a diverse 
country, BJP respects all 
religion, caste and creed 
as inscribed in the Consti-
tution without which, he 
said the nation cannot move 
forward.

He was apprehensive 
that though Prime Minister, 
Narendra Modi has already 
launched 150 schemes in 

Committees across the state, 
Lhoungou maintained that 
the work ahead will be chal-
lenging and called upon all 
to take their responsibility 
seriously and take steps in 
their respective areas to ex-
pand the party. 

With election knocking 
at the door, Adviser, Dr TM 
Lotha urged the party work-
ers to work very hard for the 
next five months which are 
very crucial for the party. He 
also asked the party workers 
to be fully prepared to face 
the election by re-strategising 
its steps and consolidate its 
plans and actions with an 
open door policy.

Meanwhile, the Naga-
land State BJP during its 
combined meeting of State 
Executive, State Council 
and all Mandal Presidents 
has also resolved to uphold 
the Christian principles, safe-
guard the tradition and cul-
ture values of the Nagas.

It has also resolve to sup-
port the called of  Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi 
on the Independence Day 
Speech 2017, that the Gov-
ernment will not tolerate any 
atrocities and violence in the 
name of faith and religion, 
and to foster the upliftment 
of  weaker sections and for 
all round Development and 
to provide good Govern-
ance.

While reiterating to re-
interact to support the peace 
process initiated by Prime 
Minister for early settlement, 
the BJP has also vowed to 
strengthen the visionary 
leadership of  Prime Min-
ister Narendra Modi and 
National Bharatiya Janata 
Party President Amit Shah 
and the State BJP President 
Visasolie Lhoungu. The 
BJP Nagaland assured its 
confidence and fullest sup-
port to his leadership to lead 
the party to victory in the 
coming Nagaland General 
Assembly Election 2018.

It has also pledged its 
support to the call of NBCC 
for Clean Election.
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The road condition of National Highway 2 near Mt. Zion Higher Secondary School, Karong, Senapati district, 
68 km north of Imphal on Wednesday.

RYCD officials along with Fr. Joshua Gangmei and women department during the observation of 86th 
Martyr’s Day of Haipou Jadonang.

Chief Minister N Biren Singh speaking at the 7th review meeting of the DBT on Wednesday in Imphal. 

RYCD observes martyr’s day 

Singh inaugurates review and monitoring DBT in Mnp

Myanmar company chief 
invites Nagas to business meet

Northeast agriculture, 
allied sectors should 
be given priority

Diphu forest dept evicts 
DCRF’s land encroachers

BJP govt may disband NGT: Jairam Ramesh

Solar energy best option: Assam governor

Tibetan Rehabilitation Policy will 
not affect Arunachalees: BJP 

Unattended mudslide on NH affects 
vehicular movement in Senapati

Itanagar, August 30 (PTI): Amid 
growing protests in Arunachal 
Pradesh against the recent decision by 
its cabinet to implement the Tibetan 
Rehabilitation Policy, 2014, the ruling 
BJP today said that the policy will 
not affect the indigenous population 
in any way.

“The Tibetans are not claiming 
any citizenship but staying in three 
settlements in the state in an organized 
way unlike the Chakma and Hajong 
refugees,” state BJP president Tapir 
Gao said during an interaction with 
the media here. He said, the state 
government has no separate policy 
on the Tibetans but is following the 
central policy which is mandatory as 
India was a signatory of  the Geneva 
Agreement.

“The Rehabilitation Policy was 
framed during 1959 when the Dalai 
Lama fled Tibet and took political 
asylum in India. The policy which is 
being reviewed every 20 years is not 
an act so far. Since we respect human 
rights, we are obliged to follow the 
policy,” he said.

Several organizations like All 
Arunachal Pradesh Students Union, 
Arunachal Citizen Rights, Arunachal 
Pradesh Congress Committee and 
Peoples Party of  Arunachal have 
protested against the decision of  the 
state cabinet to implement the policy 
and demanded immediate its rollback.
The decision, they claimed, would 
badly affect the indigenous tribal 

population of  the state especially in 
job and other facilities from state as 
well as central schemes.

As per the 2009 census, a total 
of  1,10,095 Tibetans are present 
in the country and settled in 45 
settlements in ten states. There are 
six settlements in Karnataka, one 
each in Maharashtra, Odisha and 
Chattisgarh, three in Arunachal 
Pradesh, two in Sikkim, two in West 
Bengal, four in Uttarakhand, 16 
in Himachal Pradesh and nine in 
Jammu and Kashmir.

Gao informed that out of the 7,530 
Tibetans settled in three settlements 
in Arunachal Pradesh, 935 have been 
rehabilitated in Canada last year.”As 
per the Rehabilitation Policy, the 
Central Tibetan Administration (CTA) 
conducts census of the Tibetan refugees 
every five years and submit report to the 
Centre as well as the respective state 
governments,” Gao said.

He said the Centre found that 
the level of  assistance and facilities 
extended by various state governments 
to the Tibetans were not uniform. 
The Rehabilitation Policy, 2014 
was framed to provide an uniform 
guideline demarcating the facilities 
to be extended to the Tibetan refugees 
living within the jurisdiction of  each 
state government.

As per the policy, the state 
government should necessarily 
sign a lease document for the land 
occupied by the Tibetans for a period 

of  20 years or till it is revoked or 
cancelled. Moreover, Rent Tenancy 
Certificate should be issued by the 
respective state governments and land 
under their occupation should not be 
disturbed.

Gao said, the state government 
has been advised by the Centre to 
extend state government as well as 
central schemes such as MNREGS, 
PDS, NFSA, IAY, NRLM, RAY 
and NRHM, besides infrastructural 
facilities and basic amenities like 
roads, electrification, drinking water 
and medical facilities in and around 
the Tibetan settlements.

The state government had also 
been advised to permit qualified 
professionals amongst the Tibetans 
to pursue jobs in private and non-
government sectors in any field. The 
Tibetan settlements in Arunachal 
Pradesh are Miao in Changlang 
district, Tenzing Gaon in West 
Kameng district, Tezu in Lohit district 
and Tuting in Upper Siang district.

However, the Tuting settlement 
had been merged with the Tezu 
se t t lement  a  few years  back. 
Responding to a query regarding 
government job facilities to the 
Tibetans when several thousands 
of  indigenous Arunachalees are 
unemployed, Gao said that they 
are not entitled for the 80 per cent 
posts reserved for the locals but can 
compete in the 20 per cent in open 
category.

One swept away in Senapati
Our Correspondent

I m p h a l ,  Au g u s t  3 0 
(EMN): A youth in his 
twenties was swept away 
by strong current of Barak 
River in Senapati district, 
Manipur on Wednesday, 
reports said.

The incident took place 
when the youth along 
with his two friends were 
on their way for fishing 

under Karong Bridge, 
around 65 km north of  
Imphal in Senapati district 
around 12.30pm, reports 
said. However the strong 
current of the river swept 
away youth identified as 
D. Aloysius of Laii village, 
presently staying at View 
Land colony, Senapati. 
Massive search is on till the 
report goes to the press.

Our Correspondent
I m p h a l ,  A u g u s t  3 0 
( E M N ) :  U n a t t e n d e d 
mudslide on the highways 
continue to affect vehicular 
movement till date even 
as the flood situation in 
Senapati district, Manipur 
improved considerably 
with waters of  Barak river 
and its tributaries flowing 
below the red mark.

T h e  m ove m e n t  o f  

smaller vehicles have been 
facing untold miseries 
when they came across 
the mudsl ide hit  area 
covering around 100 feet, 
near Mount Zion Higher 
Secondary School, located 
about 68 km nor th of  
Imphal in Senapati district, 
sources said.

A resident of  Senapati 
town who happens to be a 
frequent traveller speaking 

to this reporter lamented 
that the mud coming down 
from the hill slope (under 
Kathikho area) has been 
making the road in a bad 
shape since the past one 
month. But the state Public 
Works Department (PWD) 
officials continues to ignore 
public grievances, he felt 
and questioned, Why the 
authority is leaving the 
said very small portion of  

the highway without any 
maintenance activities?

E a r l i e r  a  m a s s ive 
mudsl ide at  Makhana 
Tabio , 90 km north of  
Imphal had affected the 
t ra f f ic  a long  Imphal -
Mao sector of  National 
Highway 2.But traff ic 
has been resumed after 
the authority cleared the 
highway the following day, 
reports said.

S e n a p a t i  d i s t r i c t 
headquarters had witnessed 
the worst flood in the last 
three decades after heavy 
rain wreaked havoc in the 
early hours of  August 26, 
causing flash floods in 
the Barak riverbeds of  the 
hilly district forcing many 
villagers to flee to safer 
places.

Mudslides had once 
blocked the traffic along 
the NH 2 besides washing 
away at least 22 houses at 
Chakhumei and damaging 
other properties in Karong 
and Senapati towns. But 
there was no report of  any 
casualty.

An orphanage home 
at Karong housing 120 
children was washed away 
by the flood water. The 
children are now taking 
shelter at a hostel and 
junior school. The district 
authority and public have 
been extending necessary 
help to the flood affected 
individuals. On Tuesday, 
tribal affairs minister and 
local MLA N Kayisii had 
inspected the flood and 
mudslide hit areas.

Dimapur, August 30 (EMN): Alongwith the 
rest of the Rongmei population, Rongmei 
Youth Club Dimapur (RYCD) observed the 
86th Martyr’s Day of Haipou Jadonang on 
August 29 at Rongmei Tribal Court, Burma 
Camp.

The programme was chaired by 
Thuanreiliu Ruangmei, executive member 
of  RYCD, while Ambrose Makuthai 
Malangmei, chairman of  Rongmei 
Community Development Welfare Society 
(RCDWS) offered an opening prayer and 
welcome speech was delivered by Makuran 
Dangmei, president of RYCD.

During the programme, silent prayer 

was observed to pay homage to the great 
leader Haipou Jadonang. A special song 
was presented by women folk of  St. Paul 
Catholic Church, Burma Camp, followed 
by speech by Fr. Joshua Gangmei, Principal 
of  Don Bosco Higher Secondary School, 
Dimapur, where he cited an example of  
great leader Haipou Jadonang of  how he 
struggle to fight for the people against mighty 
Britishers. He sought the congregation to 
follow the good example of leader and to be 
brave to fight back for their rights.

G Ajenpu, general secretary RYCD, 
delivered the concluding remarks and 
delivered vote of thanks.

live in harmony with nature. 
Let’s listen to the soulful cries 
of  the sick Loktak Lake, 
pangs of  the precarious 
Sangai and anguished 
whispers of  Shirui Lily. I 
hope biotechnology can 
do something to conserve 
these precious biodiversity 
and ecosystem resources 
urgently,” says Biren. “Let’s 
not forget how to conserve 
our precious biodiversity 
wealth and traditional 
practices and indigenous 

wisdom. The rare species 
will not come back once it 
is disappeared.”

Biren contended that 
a s  someone  who has 
been associating with 
governmental efforts in 
various capacities since 
2002 in the service of  
the people of  Manipur, 
especially in the area of  
Forest and Environment, he 
can foresee the potential role 
of  Biotechnology in every 
sector of the economy, be it 

agriculture, food, energy or 
environment.

Manipur is famous 
for its pineapple, Kachai 
lemon, orange, rare orchids, 
endemic medicinal plants 
and rare animals and wildlife, 
the Chief Minister said that 
the State Government has 
been celebrating different 
festivals to promote these 
bio-resources.

Vice-Chancellor Prof  
Adya Prasad Pandey of  
M a n i p u r  U n ive r s i t y, 

Advisor Dr T Madhan 
Mohan of  Department of  
Biotechnology, Dean Prof  
W Vishwanath of  School 
of  Life Sciences,Head 
o f  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  
Economics Prof   Amar 
Yumnam, Dean Prof  N 
Rajmuhon of  School of  
Physical and Mathematical 
Sciences, all from Manipur 
University, former Director 
D r  B  R av i n d r a n  o f  
Institute of  Life Sciences, 
B h u b a n e s h w a r,  a n d 
Director Prof Dinabandhu 
Sahoo of  Institute of  Bio-
resources and Sustainable 
Development also attended 
opening function of  two-
day meeting as presidium 
m e m b e r s  a n d  i t  wa s 
organised by Advanced 
L e ve l  S t a t e  B i o t e c h 
H u b,  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  
Biochemistry (Manipur 
Universi ty)  under the 
sponsorship of Department 
o f  B i o t e c h n o l o g y, 
Government of India.

Dimapur,  August  30 
( E M N ) :  M a n a g i n g 
Director of  ShweNaung 
Yan Company, Myanmar, 
and UMFCCI member, U 
Wang Yu, was in Nagaland 
to survey how to import 
the products of  Nagaland 
to Myanmar and vice versa 
and to give report to the 
UMFCCI for necessary 
action. The Managing 
Direc tor  a l so  inv i ted 
interested businessmen 
from Nagaland to attend 
the  bus iness  meet ing 
scheduled on November 10 
in Yangon.

T h e  M a n a g i n g 
Director  v i s i ted  New 
Delhi on August 5 and 
had a meeting with some 
Delhi based businessmen. 

He also visited Dimapur 
to remind the business 
community of  Nagaland 
of its earlier announcement 
for a border trade business 
meet between 4 states 
of  North-East India and 
Myanmar in the last week 
of  September 2017 in Nay 
Pi Taw, Myanmar. 

M e a n w h i l e ,  t h e 
M a n a g i n g  D i r e c t o r 
appreciated Neiphiu Rio 
for visiting Myanmar in 
2013 when he was the 
chief minister of Nagaland 
during which he had a 
talk with the Parliament 
Speaker, Union Minister of  
Myanmar, Mandalay Chief  
Minister and Sagaing Chief  
Minister and had built good 
relationship with Myanmar 

central government. 
He lauded the second trip 

of Neiphiu Rio to Myanmar 
in June 2017 during which 
t h e  M a n d a l ay  C h i e f  
Minister and his cabinet 
col leagues,  Mandalay 
Chamber of  Commerce 
President, Tamu Border 
Trade President, Mandalay 
Embassy General Consular 
and his subordinates had 
interactions with him 
towards improvement of  
the border trade between 
Nagaland and Myanmar. 

The business delegation 
of Myanmar told him that 
it would be good if  one of  
the ITCs located along the 
Nagaland — Myanmar 
could be fully developed at 
the earliest. 

G u w a h a t i ,  A u g u s t 
30 (PTI):  Agriculture 
and allied sectors must 
b e  g i ve n  p r i o r i t y  t o 
ensure improvement of  
Nor theast ’s  economy, 
N o r t h  E a s t  C o u n c i l 
member C K Das said 
today. “Increase in per 
hec ta re  p roduc t iv i ty, 
multiple crop farming and 
farmers’ involvement in 
allied sectors is the need 
of  the hour to realise 
the vision of  the Prime 
Minister to double farmers’ 
income by 2022, specially 
in the Northeast,” Das said 
at the North East Rural 
Conclave 2017 here.

He also pointed out 
that the other potential 
areas in the Northeast 
include fishery and piggery 
and farmers should also 
c o n s i d e r  c u l t i va t i n g 
products  having high 
d e m a n d  l i k e  l e n t i l s , 
coconut, black pepper, 
sugarcane etc.

S i n c e  t h e  l a n d 
holdings amongst farmers 
in the Northeast is less, 
formation of  cooperatives 
is required to meet the 
market demand. He also 
highlighted the need for 

improving the CD Ratio 
in the region and also need 
for survey of  lands.

A s s a m  S k i l l 
Development Mission’s 
Pro jec t  Direc tor  A P 
Tiwari said that there 
was an urgent need for 
packaging and processing 
of  agriculture/horticulture 
products in the North 
East. He mentioned that 
products like betel nuts 
were being exported from 
Assam but there was no 
processing and packaging 
facility available for this 
product in Assam.

He also stressed that 
banana cultivation in the 
Northeast was in need 
to be popularised and 
should be marketed well 
like it was done in Bihar, 
Maharashtra and Tamil 
Nadu. “North East has 
human resources but no 
industry.

This is leading to exodus 
of  human resources from 
Northeast to other parts of  
the country,” he said. The 
Conclave was organised 
by the Confederation of  
Indian Industries (CII) in 
association with North 
East Council. 

Our Correspondent 
D i p h u ,  A u g u s t  3 0 
(EMN): In Tamulbari 
District Council Reserve 
Fores t  (DCRF) land 
encroachment is taking 
place where the land 
encroachers have been 
clearing the DCRF area 
and t rees  have  been 
cut down. In regard to 
the situation the forest 
depar tment  of f ic ia l s 
of  central Range and 
Protection Range under 
Forest West Division, 
Diphu  visited to the 
spot and  evicted the 
land encroachers  from 
the forest area today 
around 1 pm reportedly. 
The total  forest  area 
of  Tamulbari DCRF is 
13.86 km

Accord ing  to  the 
forest official statement, 
the land encroachment 
took place in Tamulbari 
DCRF since last month. 
The officials said that 
on 27 July the forest 
department had taken up 
the land eviction drives 
to the illegal forest land 
encroachers from the 
district council forest area 
and again carried out the 
eviction drives today.

T h e y  h a v e  a l s o 
informed that more than 
300 peoples gathered 
in the District Council 
forest area early in the 
morning where young 
men and women were 
seen taking part in the 
encroachment of  forest 
land.  Furthermore, they 
informed that villagers 
mostly from Longnit, 
Kheroni, Borlangfer and 
Hamren area took part in 
the land encroachment 
where they gather twice 
in a week i.e on every 
Wednesday and Saturday 
for clearing the forest 
area. 

In order to bring the 
situation under control, 
police personal from 
Diphu  Sadar  Po l i ce 
Thana and Diphu Town 
outpost rushed to the 
spot and disperse the land 
encroacher from the area. 
Concerning this FIR has 
been lodge at Borlangfer 
police station. Presently 
the forest department 
had set up camp at 12 
KM in order to give 
protection on District 
Council Reserve Forest 
from the hands of  land 
encroachers. 

Guwahati, August 30 (PTI): Assam 
Governor Banwarilal Purohit today 
said that solar energy was considered 
to be the best option for meeting 
energy requirements of modern day 
life as it belongs to the renewable 
category.

“With the disappearance of fossil 
fuels from the planet and their rising 
costs has forced countries to switch 
over to a sustainable energy source,” 
the Governor said after inaugurating 

a 30-KW grid interactive solar power 
plant under Renewable Energy 
Project at Raj Bhawan here.

Solar  energy is  the only 
alternative energy as Sun is the 
biggest energy supplier and is fully 
capable of meeting the energy needs 
of  earth in the distant future, he 
said. Purohit also asked officials to 
look into the possibility of providing 
LED-based solar lantern in the 
streets where there is no access to 

power. The renewable energy project 
at the Raj Bhawan was sanctioned to 
Assam Energy Development Agency 
(AEDA) Guwahati by the Ministry 
of  New and Renewable Energy 
(MNRE) Government of  India 
under Special Area Demonstration 
Project Scheme.

Different renewable energy 
systems have been installed and 
commissioned at Raj BhaWan 
Assam complex like 30 KWp Grid 

interactive solar PV power plant, 
solar water heating systems, 6 KWp 
Solar Wind hybrid Aero Generator 
and LED Garden Lights and LED 
Street Light under the Project. 
Assam Minister of  Science and 
Technology Keshab Mahanta who 
was also present on the occasion 
said that AEDA would launch a 
programme for Roof  Top Solar 
Project to harness the abundant 
power of the sun.

Shillong, August 30 (IANS): Congress 
leader Jairam Ramesh on Wednesday 
said the Modi government was mulling to 
disband the National Green Tribunal (NGT). 
“We are going through difficult years and the 
dissolution may have disastrous results,” 
said the former Environment and Forests 
Minister who set up the quasi-judicial body.

Ramesh, who launched his book “Indira 
Gandhi: A Life in Nature” at the Heritage 
Club here in Meghalaya on Tuesday 
night, said the government was treating 
environment as a regulatory burden and not 
a societal obligation.

“They do not see it as something that is 
essential for India’s present and its future. 
They see the environment as a bottleneck in 
the ease of doing business,” he said. Ramesh 
had already filed a petition in the Supreme 
Court challenging the changes brought in by 
the Finance Act 2017, modifying the terms 
of appointment and functioning in various 
statutory tribunals including the NGT.

“Dilution of  the independence of  the 
NGT is a direct dilution of the fundamental 
right to a clean environment and a balanced 
ecosystem,” he said. On the long-pending 
uranium project in Meghalaya, the Congress 
leader said the government cannot brush 
aside the proposed mining project.

“We should try to marry economic 
growth and environmental protection but 
there will be cases, instances and conflict 
between the two and when there is conflict 
we must make conscious choices,” he said.

Moreover, he said “the solution (to 
uranium mining) lies in political courage to 
take the tough decision required to protect 
the environment and not just build dams, 
highways, power stations and factories as 
it does not constitute towards sustainable 
development”. Meghalaya is the third 
uranium-rich state in the country after 
Jharkhand and Andhra Pradesh. The state 
accounts for 16 per cent of India’s uranium 
reserves. The proposed open-cast uranium 
mining in Meghalaya’s West Khasi Hills 
district has been hanging fire since 1992 
after several groups expressed fears of  
radiation impact on human health and 
environmental degradation. The Uranium 
Corp of  India Ltd (UCIL) had pegged 
Kylleng Pyndengsohiong Mawthabah 
project in Meghalaya for Rs 1,100 crore. The 
ores are spread over a mountainous terrain 
in deposits varying from eight to 47 metres 
from the surface in and around Domiasiat, 
135 km from here. The UCIL plans to 
produce 375,000 tonne of  uranium ore a 
year and process 1,500 tonnes a day.

Our Correspondent
Imphal, August 30 (EMN): 
Manipur Chief  Minister 
Nongthombam Biren Singh 
expressed the need to explore 
scientific means to conserve 
the precious biodiversity 
wealth of the State including 
rare Shirui Lily and Sangai.

He also expressed the 
hope that experts in the field 
of  Biotechnology would 
extend help the state in 
harnessing the technology 
for the overall growth and 
development of the region, 
and thereby contributing to 
Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi’s vision of building a 
New India by 2022.  

Biren was speaking 
at the Inaugural Session 
of  the 7th Review and 
Monitoring cum Mentoring 
Meeting of  Department 
of  Biotechnology (DBT) 
sponsored Biotech Hubs in 
North East India here on 
Wednesday.

“We need to learn and 
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State undertakes exercise to respond to disasters 
EM Bureau 

Dimapur,  August  30 
(EMN): To generate aware-
ness among the communi-
ties and different agencies 
and to establish effective 
mechanism in responding to 
disaster, a State-wide mega 
mock drill under the no-
menclature Nagaland Emer-
gency Preparedness Exercise 
(NEPEx) was conducted on 
August 30.

The exercise began with 
an emergency siren at the 
State capital and all the dis-
trict headquarters, villages 
and institutions. People in 
the schools, institutions and 
offices were asked to respond 
by a method of drop, cover 
and hold for two minutes 
until the siren was sounded 
for the second time. State 
Emergency Operation Cen-
tre and District Emergency 
Operation Centres were acti-
vated during the emergency 
exercise. Volunteers from 
different departments and 
villages participated in the 
mock drill.
MOKOKCHUNG: As part 
of the mock drill, an Emer-
gency Operation Centre 
(EOC) consisting of  Lo-
gistics section, Planning 
section, Operation section, 
Relief camp, Medical camp, 
and Incident command post 
were set up at Imkongmeren 
Sports Complex under the 
command of Mokokchung 
Deputy Commissioner.

The exercised began 
at 1100 hours where the 
Deputy Commissioner, 
Mokokchung, Sushil Kumar 
briefed the SDRF jawans, 
AR jawans, medical person-
nel, Fire fighters and others 
at EOC on a simulation 
effect of  an earthquake at 
8.4 magnitudes on Richter 
scale along with heavy rain, 
received from Community 
First Responder (CRF).

The mock drill was con-
ducted at MMC Complex 
on simulation of  leaning 
ladder rescue and collapse 
structure rescue; at DC of-
fice complex on high rise 
fire rescue; at MGHSS on 
evacuation exercise and at 

Gurudwara on fire rescue in 
residential areas simultane-
ously.

During the exercise, 
emergency response team 
carry out search and rescue, 
attend to casualties and in-
jured victims, evacuation 
of casualties to the nearest 
medical Centre. The exercise 
also included fire services 
and road clearance teams.

T Lemlila Sangtam, said 
the drill involves all the dis-
trict functionaries to make 
aware of their specific func-
tion to be played by each 
department when disaster 
strike, adding the main play-
ers during the exercise in-
cluded, CFR, ToTs, SDRF 
(HG&CD) and others.
DIMAPUR: In Dimapur 
district, the mock exercise 
began with the sounding of  
the siren at 11 a.m. followed 
by activation of Emergency 
Operation Centre (EOC) 
in the Deputy Commis-
sioner’s conference hall in 
which the DC called for an 
emergency briefing of  the 
DDMA Dimapur members 
and HODs to apprise them 
of the disaster. 

The area for staging all 
resources, manpower, ma-
chineries etc was set up at 
the Indoor Stadium Sports 
complex, Dimapur, and a 
relief camps was set up at the 
DDSC stadium. 

The mock drill showed 
a scenario where the search 
and rescue team evacuated 
people from different lev-
els of  buildings who were 
trapped. It also simulated 
the injured persons being 
rushed to the Civil Hospital 
Dimapur by ambulances for 
treatment and the dead be-
ing shifted to the morgues. 
It also created a scenario 
where people with injuries 
were given treatment on the 
spot by the medical team. 

After completion of the 
mock drill, debriefing was 
held in the DC’s conference 
hall. During the debriefing, 
GC Khanal from the Sik-
kim Disaster Management 
Authority and the chief ob-
server, suggested for more 

SDRF jawans demonstrating evacuation of an injured person 
simulating a leaning ladder rescue at MMC Complex during the mock 
drill in Mokokchung town on August 30.

CIRCULAR

ANNEXURE

FORM-2

GOVERNMENT OF NAGALAND
Personnel & Administrative Reforms Department

Dated Kohima the 30th August 2017
NO.ED/P&A/CON/07-08(Pt)::An O�ce Memorandum NO. AR-13/28/75(pt) dated 
30th May 2017 issued by the P&AR Department regarding Condonation of Overage 
is enclosed herewith. All the subordinate DDOs under the Department are therefore, 
directed to review the Incumbency List and Service Books under their establishment 
to ascertain if there are cases pending for Condonation of Overage. Any such case 
may be forwarded to the undersigned on or before 15/09/2017 for submission to the 
Government and thereafter, no case for age condonation will be entertained. A copy of 
Format issued by the P&AR Depsrtment which is mandatory for proposing condonation 
of overage is given below as Annexure.

Sd/-
SMITA SARANGI (IAS)

Principal Director

GOVERNMENT OF NAGALAND
DIRECTORATE OF SCHOOL EDUCATION

NAGALAND:: KOHIMA

KG-1960

Ref. No. AR-13/28/75 Dated 24/5/75
   Dated 30/11/75

Dated 14/4/83
Dated 26/10/83

And No. AR-13/28/75 dated 4/8/83

Proposal for Condonation of Overage
1 Name of the Department 
2 Name of the Head of the Department 
3 Name of the employee
4 Date of birth as per service book
5 Date of appointment 
6 Age at the time of Appointment
7 Prescribed age relaxable for Local/ Non Local
8 Overage to be Condoned
9 Reason for Condonation
10 Reason for appointment with overage

11 If the appointment is after the cut off date and the  reason 
for not following instruction of the above OM

Counter Signature of 
Administrative Head

Signature of the               
Head of the DepartmentIN THE COURT OF DEPUTY COMMISSIONER DIMAPUR DISTRICT

HEADQUARTER CHUMUKEDIMA, CAMP: DIMAPUR: NAGALAND
Dt. Dimapur the 30.08.17

NOTICE
No. M.-527/17/9781-82 Notice is hereby given that Shri/
Smti W. G Kenye @ Weku G. Kenye -Vrs- Senowekha K. Kenye 
resident of Darogapathar Town/Village  in the District of Dimapur, 
Nagaland under Rule 50 & 51 Assam land Revenue Regulation 1886 
have applied for Mutation of land described in the schedule below:-
The undersigned under Rule 52 of the said Rules do hereby invites 
claims/objections concerning to the said land, if any & should be 
submitted to this court in writing on or before 30.09.17. 
SCHEDULED OF LAND AND BOUNDARY
Name of Patta Holder: W. G Kenye @ Weku G. Kenye
Village/Block No: 8, Patta No: 32
Dag No: 108, Area: 00.01.08

Sd/- 
Deputy Commissioner

Dimapur: NagalandD-4553

IN THE COURT OF DEPUTY COMMISSIONER DIMAPUR DISTRICT
HEADQUARTER CHUMUKEDIMA, CAMP: DIMAPUR: NAGALAND

Dt. Dimapur the 30.08.17

NOTICE
No. M.-435/17/4590-91 Notice is hereby given that Shri/Smti Ronsuo 
Ezung -Vrs- Renchibeni Ezung resident of Dimapur Town/Village  in the 
District of Dimapur, Nagaland under Rule 50 & 51 Assam land Revenue 
Regulation 1886 have applied for Mutation of land described in the 
schedule below:-
The undersigned under Rule 52 of the said Rules do hereby invites claims/
objections concerning to the said land, if any & should be submitted to this 
court in writing on or before 30.09.17. 
SCHEDULED OF LAND AND BOUNDARY
Name of Patta Holder: Ronsuo Ezung
Village/Block No: Puranabazar, Patta No: 199
Dag No: 387, Area: 01.00.00
North: R. Ezong, South: Approach Road
East: Sochunilo, West: Nyimnei Konyak Sd/- 

Deputy Commissioner
Dimapur: NagalandD-4554

IN THE COURT OF DEPUTY COMMISSIONER DIMAPUR DISTRICT
HEADQUARTER CHUMUKEDIMA, CAMP: DIMAPUR: NAGALAND

Dt. Dimapur the 30.08.17

NOTICE
No. M.-436/17/4592-93 Notice is hereby given that Shri/Smti Ronsuo 
Ezung -Vrs- Sochumlo Ezong resident of Dimapur Town/Village  in the 
District of Dimapur, Nagaland under Rule 50 & 51 Assam land Revenue 
Regulation 1886 have applied for Mutation of land described in the 
schedule below:-
The undersigned under Rule 52 of the said Rules do hereby invites claims/
objections concerning to the said land, if any & should be submitted to this 
court in writing on or before 30.09.17. 
SCHEDULED OF LAND AND BOUNDARY
Name of Patta Holder: Ronsuo Ezung
Village/Block No: Puranabazar, Patta No: 199
Dag No: 387, Area: 01.00.00
North: R. Ezong, South: Approach Road
East: R. Ezong, West: Renchibeni Sd/- 

Deputy Commissioner
Dimapur: NagalandD-4555

IN THE COURT OF DEPUTY COMMISSIONER DIMAPUR DISTRICT
HEADQUARTER CHUMUKEDIMA, CAMP: DIMAPUR: NAGALAND

Dt. Dimapur the 30th Aug’17

NOTICE
No. M.-208/17/9803-04  Notice is hereby given 
that Shri/Smti Nzanbemo Murry -Vrs- Z. Chanchio resident of 
Dimapur Town/Village  in the District of Dimapur, Nagaland under 
Rule 50 & 51 Assam Land Revenue Regulation 1886 have applied 
for Mutation of land described in the schedule below:-
The undersigned under Rule 52 of the said Rules do hereby invites 
claims/objections concerning to the said land, if any & should be 
submitted to this court in writing on or before 30.09.17. 
SCHEDULED OF LAND AND BOUNDARY
Name of Patta Holder: Nzanbemo Murry
Village/Block No: 04, Patta No: 848
Dag No: 1050, Area: 00-00-18 Sd/- 

Deputy Commissioner
Dimapur: NagalandD-4552

KG-1959

GOVERNMENT OF NAGALAND 
OFFICE OF THE DEPUTY COMMISSIONER

KOHIMA ::: NAGALAND
No. JUDL/SUCC/85/2017-IV         Dated Kohima, the 21st Aug, 2017

OBJECTION NOTICE
Whereas Smti. LEZONO YHOKHA M/o LT. KHOTO YHOKHA, Asstt. 
Comdt I.I.B.P resident of Kigwema Village has applied for issue of 
Succession Certi�cate under the Indian Succession Act 1925, Part X 
to draw/withdraw/operate/ transfer his/her late son-. Bank A/C No- 
20095008330 SBI Main Branch Kohima. Who expired on 17/02/2014.
Now therefore, public are hereby asked to �le claims/objection if any 
within 1 (one) month from the date of issue of this notice.

Sd/-(T.L.KIUSUMONG TIKHIR)
Additional Deputy Commissioner

Kohima: NagalandKG-1961

D-4556

IN THE COURT OF DEPUTY COMMISSIONER 
DIMAPUR DISTRICT: NAGALAND

Dated. Dimapur 30.0817

NOTICE
No. VLS-7/92-D/PT FILE/ 9763-64  /In the matter of 
application received from Shri Among Chang for bifurcation of a 
plot of land into two parts covered under Patta No. 144, Dag No. 
274, measuring an Area of 01.01.12 located at Naharbari Village.
In this regards, LRSO Spot Veri�cation report vide No. LRSO/D/
TECH-NAHARBARI/2013-14/474 dated Dimapur the 14th August, 
2017, received from the LRSO in favour of the applicant.
Therefore the undersigned hereby invites claims/objections if any 
for bifurcation of the plot. The same should be submitted to this 
court in writing on or before 30.09.17.

(ALBERT EZUNG)
Revenue O�cer

Dimapur: Nagaland.D-4557

IN THE COURT OF DEPUTY COMMISSIONER
DIMAPUR DISTRICT: NAGALAND

Dated. Dimapur 30.0817

NOTICE
No. REV-14/2004-D/Pt �le/4915   / Notice 
is hereby given that Smti Rebecca Yhome, a resident of Kohima 
Village has reported that she has lost her Jamabandi/Patta 
bearing Patta No. 471, Dag No. 471/659 of Darogapathar A.K 
which was lost and accordingly FIR from the O�cer-in-Charge, 
Diphupar Police Station, Dimapur bearing G.D.E No. 18/17 dated 
04.07.17 is furnished by the applicant.
The undersigned hereby invites claims/objections concerning 
to the said land and should be submitted to this court in written 
within 1 (one) month from the date of issue of this notice.

Sd/- (Kesonye Yhome)IAS
Deputy Commissioner
Dimapur: Nagaland.

Original Application No. 261 of 2017

To,
Zhietshulo Kapfo, S/o. Weprenyi
Kapfo, House No. 419, KUDAC,
Master Colony, Half Nagarjan,
Dimapur, Nagaland, Pin- 797112.

WHEREAS O.A. No.- 261 of 2017
was listed before Hon’ble Presiding
Officer on 21.08.2017. WHEREAS,
this Hon’ble Tribunal is pleased to
issue summons/notice on the said
Application under Section 19(4) of
the Act, (O.A.) filed against you
for recovery of debts  of  Rs.
52,06,399.00  (Rupees Fifty Two
Lacs Six Thousand Three Hundred
Ninety Nine). In accordance with
sub-section (4) of section 19 of
the Act, you, the defendants are
directed as under :-
i . to show cause within thirty days

of the service of summons as
to why relief prayed for should
not be granted.

You are also directed to file the
wr itten statement with a copy
thereof furnished to the applicant
and to appear on 09.10.2017 at
10.30 A.M. fa i l i ng which the
application shall be heard and
decided in your absence.

Given under my hand and seal
of the Tribunal on this the 23rd day
of August, 2017.

Canara Bank
                  .........Applicant

-  Versus  -
Zhietshulo Kapfo

                    ......Defendant

Assistant Registrar I/C
Debts Recovery Tribunal, Guwahati

(See sub-rule (2A) of rule 5)
Summons under Sub-Section (4) of Section

19 of the Act, read with Sub-Rule (2A) of
rule 5 of the Debt Recovery Tribunal

(Procedure) Rules, 1993

FORM IV

BEFORE THE DEBTS RECOVERY
TRIBUNAL  AT GUWAHATI

The Tribunal of Assam, Nagaland,
Meghalaya, Manipur, Tripura, Mizoram,

Arunachal Pradesh and Sikkim)

Print to PDF without this message by purchasing novaPDF (http://www.novapdf.com/)

F.No.A.11019/04/2016-NMPB-III
National Medicinal Plants Board

Ministry of AYUSH
Government of India

Expression of Interest for selection of Research 
Institutions / Universities etc. of North Eastern region 
for setting up of Regional-cum-Facilitation Centre. 

With reference to our earlier advertisement, published 
on 25-05-2017 in 2 leading Newspapers of north-eastern 
states (Arunachal Pradesh, Assam, Manipur, Meghalaya, 
Mizoram, Nagaland, Sikkim and Tripura) regarding the 
submission of Expression of Interest for establishment 
of (Regional-cum-Facilitation Centre in the north-eastern 
region. 

National Medicinal Plants Board, Ministry of AYUSH 
has extended the last date of submission of Expression 
of Interest for the said purpose till 15th September, 2017. 

Those organizations who have applied earlier need 
not to apply again. 

For more details visit NMPB’s website www.nmpb.nic.
in or Ministry of AYUSH’s website http://indianmedicine.
nic.in 

Davp 17203/11/0805/1718

trainings to be imparted to 
the community. He observed 
that students and office goers 
should be trained adding 
mock drills should be con-
ducted often. 

He further commented 
that NGOs must be involved 
during the mock drills. Stat-
ing that the performances of  
search and rescue team were 
satisfactory, all observers 
lauded the medical team for 
the systematic and orderly 
arrangements.

An observer has sought 
involvement of  Home 
Guards, personnel from Ma-
hilas and NAP in the search 
and rescue operations. He, 
however, expressed concern 
on the shortage of emergen-
cy ambulances, expansion 

of wireless communication 
range etc.
TUENSANG: Nagaland 
Emergency Preparedness 
exercise in Tuensang was 
conducted at four locations 
namely DBs’ Court on high 
rise rescue, District Agricul-
ture Office on fire incident, 
Bazaar on search, rescue 
and evacuation and St. John 
Higher Secondary School 
for mass evacuation respec-
tively. 

The whole activities in-
cluded 5 local observers 
and one central observer 
namely H Lalduatta from 
Mizoram. 
PEREN: As part of  the 
State wide Nagaland Emer-
gency Preparedness Exercise 
(NEPEx), Peren district con-

ducted a mock drill at Peren 
local ground on August 30. 
The mock drill was conduct-
ed with Incident Response 
System (IRS) headed by S 
Tainiu, ADC Peren. 

Exactly at 1100 hours, 
the siren was sounded where 
all the Incident Response 
Team gathered at the Emer-
gency Operation Centre, 
where Zarenthung Ezung, 
Deputy Commissioner, 
Peren, Response Officer 
NEPEx, Peren, briefed the 
team and swung into action. 
The program ended around 
12:30 PM. 
PHEK: Nagaland State Dis-
aster Management Author-
ity (NSDMA) conducted 
an emergency preparedness 
exercise at Phek town on 
August 29 and 30.

On August 29, Phek 
Incident Response Team 
held a programme on Inci-
dent Response System in the 
DC’s conference hall with 

ADC and Incident Com-
mander (IC), K Mhathang 
Tsangla as the chairperson. 
Urban Development Officer 
Khate-u and the District 
Project Associate Vekuzo 
were the resource persons.

On August 30, the mock 
exercises were held at Phek 
Government College, Gov-
ernment Higher Secondary 
School, Bethany-1 Colony 
and Jericho Colony Phek 
to test the preparedness 
of  government officers in 
responding to impending 
disaster.
MON: Mon District Dis-
aster Management Author-
ity (DDMA) organised an 
emergency preparedness 
exercise (NEPEx) on August 
29 and 30 at district head-
quarters. 

On August 29, a table-
top exercise was conducted 
in the DC’s conference hall 
headed by the Deputy Com-
missioner, Mon, to discuss 

on the emergency prepared-
ness exercise.

On August 30, a mock 
drill was carried out at differ-
ent locations such as GHSS, 
Kongjong Higher Secondary 
School, District Hospital, 
Lucy’s Shopping complex, 
CMO Office, DEO office, 
AGM (NST) office, Jahjon 
& Techahan Ward, Tanlao 
& Wagiem ward and Chin-
gai & Tompang ward. 

Altogether, 120 volun-
teers from Wangkhao Gov-
ernment College and 40 
volunteers for community 
first response from Walo, 
Jahjon, Wagiem and Tanlao 
ward have participated in the 
mock drill. 
WOKHA: As part of  dis-
aster preparedness, Wokha 
conducted a mock drill at 
six locations on August 30. 
Demonstration at Police 
Point (‘A’ & ‘B’) witnessed 
high rise building rescue 
works, while at Power House 

on fire scenario, at DBHSS 
on building collapse rescue, 
at GHSS on fire scenario 
and at Etsutchukha colony 
on collapse building rescue 
operation.

Ada Lawrence, Assistant 
IT specialist from SDMA 
Sikkim and observer for 
Wokha, advised to strength-
en the activities and works 
accordingly to the situation 
or disaster. She appreciated 
all the department officers, 
volunteers for their partici-
pation.

District Disaster Man-
agement (DDM) Wokha 
also organised a two-day 
programme on August 28 
and 29 in the DC’s hall Wok-
ha to highlight the works 
and duties assigned to all 
the departments chaired 
by Athrong, EAC Wokha, 
while Thavaseelan, ADC 
Wokha, explained the role 
of rescue operation and its 
command staff. 
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Ethical cycle matters
The 12th Nagaland Legislative Assembly has witnessed 

the biggest deficit in trust; it has been an epitome of  
greed, power mongering, as well as servitude and 

subjugation. We proudly call ourselves a part of  the world’s 
largest democracy but it is evident from the recent events 
that democracy was gagged in and outside the House. Latest 
writings, both in the newspapers and in social networking 
platforms, they all speak about doom and gloom.

There is this ominous distrust in the present Naga soci-
ety, directed predominantly on decision makers and public 
leaders. Our people have become accustomed to blaming 
one another, finger-pointing, suspicion, criticising, bitter-
ness, hatred and such negativities.

In their quest for personal gains, leaders have acted un-
ethically without concern for others, thereby affecting the 
level of  trust among themselves and also with the public.

The recent political crisis also brought out a variety of  
colours, of  both politicians and the public.

However, it is important to weigh that not all the mem-
bers in the House of  60 are wrong, nor all credible. It would 
not be fair to put a blanket blame or condemnation on all the 
leaders. Among the pack, only few will be pulling the strings, 
some will be used as stepping stones and stooges while few 
roared and spewed orders. Unfortunately, in the process, al-
most all the leaders have more or less lost their credibility.

Building and earning credibility is not easy but it can be 
destroyed in no time at all. Regaining credibility will be an 
uphill climb and will demand candour. Leaders who still 
have their moral conduct intact will have to identify the con-
tributing factors that damaged their credibility, recognize the 
reality of  the situation and be open and honest about it.

At the pace we are going, our society will soon develop 
into a lower state of  harmony. We must build on the good 
element, however small there is, and start afresh. Definitely, 
there is still hope.

Time has come for all to do our homework on our re-
spective representatives as well as ourselves, the people who 
elected them to represent us.

In order to cleanse the existing system into a desired one, 
the public must, along with the church’s ongoing efforts, 
commit themselves to the clean elections principle. Only a 
clean electorate would make clean election possible and ulti-
mately produce accountable leaders.

Amidst the troubles of  the world, ethics continue to act 
as a guiding force to steer an individual’s sense of  right and 
wrong. It is up to us now, and the time is just right, to rethink 
on the much reiterated principles that our forefathers were 
known for, and try to reinforce them in ourselves if  we want 
our state and our society to progress into a vibrant one.

rev. Dr. Zelhou Keyho 

Steve Schifferes | The Conversation

The beauty of creation reflects the beauty of our 
Creator.

Lord Howe Island is a small paradise of white sands and crys-
tal waters off Australia’s east coast. When I visited some 
years ago, I was struck by its beauty. Here, one could swim 

with turtles and with fish like the shimmering trevally, while moon 
wrasses drifted nearby, flashing their neon colors like a billboard. 
In its lagoon I found coral reefs full of bright orange clownfish and 
yellow-striped butterfly fish that rushed to kiss my hand. Over-
whelmed by such splendor, I couldn’t help but worship God.

The apostle Paul gives the reason for my response. Creation 
at its best reveals something of God’s nature (Rom. 1:20). The 
wonders of Lord Howe Island were giving me a glimpse of His own 
power and beauty.

When the prophet Ezekiel encountered God, he was shown 
a radiant Being seated on a blue throne surrounded by glorious 
colors (Ezek. 1:25–28). The apostle John saw something similar: 
God sparkling like precious stones, encircled by an emerald rain-
bow (Rev. 4:2–3). When God reveals Himself, He is found to be 
not only good and powerful but beautiful too. Creation reflects this 
beauty the way a piece of art reflects its artist.

Nature often gets worshiped instead of God (Rom. 1:25). What 
a tragedy. Instead, may earth’s crystal waters and shimmering 
creatures point us to the One standing behind them who is more 
powerful and beautiful than anything in this world.

God’s Radiant Beauty

DAILy
PATH

We were shocked as well as concerned when 
we heard that the Old Dhansiri bridge lo-
cated at Kuda Village was on the verge of  

collapse and for which reason, both vehicular and pe-
destrian movement were temporarily closed by the Dis-
trict Administration on 20/07/2017, for public safety. 
However, on 2/08/2017, showing concern for the 
plight of  the public, the Hon’ble  Chief  Minister along 
with some of  his cabinet Ministers visited the site. It 
was later learnt through the local dailies (published on 
4/08/2017) that the Chief  Minster has given his assur-
ance to the public of  a new Dhansiri bridge at Kuda 
Village, the construction of  which would be completed 

by June 2018. Meanwhile a Bailey Bridge will be con-
structed within a span of  two months which will serve 
as an alternative for the pedestrians, it was learnt. We 
are indeed very grateful to Hon’ble Chief  Minister for 
this prompt action. 

However, till such bridges can be constructed, the 
public, especially the school-going children, will have 
to continue using the damaged Old Bridge going to and 
fro from school. The undersigned therefore, would like 
to request the Government and the concerned Depart-
ment to make a thorough inspection of  the bridge for 
any safety hazards which is imperative for the safety of  
the pedestrians. It is also our sincere request that the 

general public be informed of  the safety status report 
of  the bridge - whether it is still safe for the students to 
walk across it. 

We request and anticipate your early reply in the 
local dailies. 

On behalf  of  the following Schools:- 
Pete Nagi 

Administrator
N.N. Nagi School

Kuda Village ‘A’ Khel Dimapur, Nagaland 
1. Greenwood School 

2. New Horizon School 
3. Government Higher Secondary School, Dimapur.

In what could be a slap on the face 
of  Nagaland Governor PB Achar-
ya, and also a vindication of  what 
the Naga People’s Front has been 

crying hoarse ever since the Governor 
hastily toppled Dr Shurhozelie Liezi-
etsu’s Government on July 19 last, in 
the distant South a totally different ball 
game is being unveiled, albeit with the 
same theme: Intra-party affairs of  a po-
litical Party.

In Nagaland, Governor Acharya 
took the intra-party affairs of  the NPF 
party to the Floor of  the Assembly 
by asking the then Chief  Minister Dr 
Shurhozelie to prove his majority in 
the Assembly even though the revolt 
was from the NPF legislators only, and 
the rebel legislators still continued to be 
members of  the NPF at that point of  
time.

But in Tamil Nadu, Governor C Vi-
dyasagar Rao told the four Opposition 
leaders today that he cannot intervene 
in the issue of  19 AIADMK “rebels” as 
they “continue to be AIADMK party 
members”!

The Governor arrived at this stand 
after four prominent Opposition lead-
ers representing CPI (M), CPI, VCK 
and MMK, jointly appealed to the Gov-
ernor today to resolve the “prevailing 
political uncertainty, instability” in the 
State by convening the State Legisla-
tive Assembly urgently and to let Chief  
Minister EdappadiPalaniswamy (EPS) 
prove his majority on the floor of  the 
Assembly through a Motion of  Confi-
dence.

Rebel MLAs numbering 19, (some 
claim the figure to have reached 23 this 
afternoon), from the ruling party AI-
ADMK loyal to Sasikala and her neph-
ew TTV Dinakaran withdrew their sup-
port to the Chief  Minister Palaniswamy 
which, going by the yardstick applied 
to Nagaland by Governor Acharya, 
should have warranted a Vote of  Confi-
dence on the floor of  the House by the 
Chief  Minister EPS.

In a House of  234 members, after 
the demise of  Jayalalithaa, the number 
has been reduced to an effective 
strength of  233 where another mem-

ber, the Speaker cannot vote, making 
it mandatory that the ruling dispensa-
tion should have at least 117 members 
supporting it. With the withdrawal of  
support by 19 MLAs, Chief  Minister 
EPS now enjoys the support of  only 
115 out of  134 AIADMK MLAs and 
prima facie, has lost the support of  
simple majority.

However, Governor of  Tamil Nadu 
C Vidyasagar Rao said the rebels were 
still members of  the ruling AIADMK 
and refused to intervene, hinting it to 
be an intra-party affair of  the political 
party AIADMK.

Juxtapose this with the tearing 
hurry Nagaland Governor was in to 
topple the Dr Shurhozelie Govern-
ment on July 19 even though the 
tussle for leadership was purely an 
internal affair of  the NPF party, and 
the deafening silence Governor Ach-
arya maintained when on July 21, 
the Speaker of  Nagaland Assembly 
shockingly accepted two whips of  
the NPF party – one belonging to 
KiyaniliePeseyie as appointed by the 

NPF on November 14, 2014, and the 
other whip belonging to TR Zeliang, 
appointed by the rebel legislators 
without the approval, knowledge and 
sanction of  the political party they 
belonged to, namely, the NPF – and 
gave preference to TR Zeliang’s whip 
when the latter moved the Motion of  
Confidence.

Incidentally, TR Zeliang was ex-
pelled from the NPF a few minutes he 
was sworn in on July 19, 2017, but the 
Speaker conveniently forgot that fact 
and accepted TR Zeliang as the Whip 
of  the very political party from which 
he was expelled!

Governor Acharya was a mute 
spectator to all these dramas of  mas-
sacre where democratic and parliamen-
tary norms were shred to pieces by the 
Speaker of  Nagaland Legislative As-
sembly in favour of  his brother in law 
TR Zeliang.

Issued by:
Media & Press Bureau,

Naga People’s Front, 
Central Headquarters

To be leading the devotion this morning is an 
opportunity for me and I believe that God has 
given us another chance to ask some serious 
questions and do some deep soul searching. 

Nagas are a big family and we take pride in this. But 
where is our pride today? Hasn’t this pride fractured? 

The question I want to pose before you is: Why do 
we call ourselves Nagas? Nagas are spread across the 
international boundaries. We think of  our brothers and 
sisters in Myanmar, our brothers and sisters in Aru-
nachal, our brothers and sisters in Manipur, our broth-
ers and sisters in Assam and the Nagas in Nagaland. 

What binds us together and why do we call our-
selves as Nagas? Is it because we were once upon a time 
savage and lost in our own world? Or is it because of  
our unique historical and cultural distinctiveness which 
we all share? 

Part of  the song sung by the young people this 
morning goes: “Fair mountain and valleys rich with 
God’s resources, gift to us to muster, our heritage so 
rich, let this forever be ours.” But what do we have 
now? This is the question we must ask. Another line 
goes “undimmed by fears and tears, join hands through 
broken lines.” 

There are many broken lines and we must extend 
our hands to one another and join hands together so as 
to find healing and to make the broken lines disappear. 

Based on the theme, “Come Now, Let Us Reason 
Together,” I have come prepared to share four things, 
only four things and my prayer is that God will speak 
to us through this day as you deliberate on issues that 
touch us deeply as Nagas.

1. Nagas must take the journey of  being honest 
with ourselves. Nagas must be frank and be honest 
with each other. Nagas have a good and unique history 
but as long as we are fractured, the way we are now, 
our good history - our uniqueness will not save us. Per-
sonal agenda and organizational structures must take 
the backseat and allow the common Naga agenda to 
flow out freely. We cannot pretend anymore, Nagas are 
badly divided. Our division has cost us dearly. We are 
shoved to the left and right, back and forth with ideas 

and ideals that are good and noble but when it comes 
to the finality we find the missing link. The simple truth 
is, we are not united. Our stronghold is broken. The 
affinity that we share and the common brotherhood as 
one people and one nation regardless of  our regional 
differences and difficulties are buried and made to 
disappear. The war of  supremacy over one another is 
hurting us deeply. We have come to a stage where we 
do not want to listen to each other. We must do some 
soul searching and ask some serious questions. What 
has really gone wrong with us?  Is it us or them? Calling 
ourselves Nagas and being divided badly is deceiving 
ourselves.

2. Calling ourselves Nagas and not being able to 
get along with each other is destroying us. We have al-
lowed ourselves for people to dictate us and set their 
agenda for us. We have made ourselves vulnerable 
with our disunity that people take us very lightly. Peo-
ple don’t take us seriously anymore. Have we noticed 
that? They have learnt to speak our language, they say, 
“we recognized their uniqueness” but, if  they do, why 
this long? We have allowed ourselves for people to play 
with our emotion and our intellect. They don’t respect 
us anymore. 

Our problem is nothing to them because they have 
seen in us that we have now lost our common cause 
which we once held dear. People are saying, “Its okay 
they will never get along, we don’t need to take them 
seriously.” Just leave them to fight and argue among 
themselves and let us just please them by pretending 
that we care about their issue and concern. This has be-
come the attitude of  others and without realizing that 
we take pride in fighting among ourselves. Aren’t we?

3. We have become educated and informed people. 
The problem we are in can be correctly analyzed by 
everyone. But we have developed pseudo knowledge 
out of  our problem. Everyone thinks he/she knows 
better than others and with that knowledge, instead of  
building bridges we pull down, tear down others. This 
is nothing but pseudo knowledge. True knowledge is 
sharing and feeling the pain and taking action by con-
tributing to ease the problem. We have become too 
comfortable with our critique that we have shelled off  
those who choose to differ with us. Let me tell you this, 
as long as we are defensive we will always create offen-

sive attitude and vice versa. 
It is now time to act positively. The point is this; 

unless we reconcile and unite there is no other way out. 
Our pride must die. Our pseudo knowledge must be 
put to end and we must humble ourselves. If  the Nagas 
from the East, West, North, South and the Center con-
sider ourselves as one, how many reconciliations do we 
need? Can’t we just give up our pride and unite?

4. Nagas must take the journey to find the real and 
true God - the God of  the Bible. Nagas have carved too 
many gods for ourselves. The God of  the East seems to 
be different from the God of  the West. The God of  the 
South seems to be different from the God of  the North. 
Likewise, the God of  the Nagas in Nagaland appears 
to be different.  

In our prolonged crisis we have carved our own 
God to suit our own desire and longing like the peo-
ple of  Israel. From whose God do our revelation and 
prophecy come?  

We cannot play with God. He is the Great Jehovah, 
the God who is “I am who I am.” We must find Him. 
And as we find Him, we must take heed to what He 
says, “He has shown you, O man what is good. And 
what does LORD require of  you. To act justly and to 
love mercy and to walk humbly with your God” (Mic-
ah 6:8). 

We cannot run away from Him if  we honestly real-
ize that without Him we cannot solve our problems. 
We must reconcile and unite with one another; from 
the East, West, North, South and Center. He is our 
only hope for He is our healer (Exodus 15:26), He will 
send His Word to heal our disease (Psalm 107: 20), the 
disease of  disunity amongst the Nagas. We must en-
throne God as the God of  the Nagas. He is the God 
who punishes those who blaspheme and use His name 
in vain and judges those who go against Him. But He is 
also a loving and a forgiving God. Today, He invites us 
to reason together with Him. Isaiah 1: 18 reads, “Come 
now, let us reason together, says the LORD.” This is an 
invitation for the Nagas today.

(Rev. Dr. Zelhou Keyho is the General Secretary of  the 
NBCC. This was presented at the devotion at the Forum 

for Naga Reconciliation reflection held at the Naga 
Shisha Hoho, Kohima on August 25, 2017.)

Every three years, all Nobel Prize winners in 
economics are invited to gather in the tranquil 
setting of  the German island of  Lindau to meet 

a selection of  bright young economists and discuss 
the state of  their profession. But this year such tran-
quility was challenged by worrying political develop-
ments across the globe. Perhaps unexpectedly, one of  
the central themes of  the meeting became what to do 
about inequality.

While not all laureates would go as far as Jean Ti-
role, the 2014 Nobel Prize winner, who said that eco-
nomic inequality itself  is a form of  “market failure”, 
it is clear that the political and social effects of  grow-
ing inequality are drawing increasing attention from 
those at the top of  the economics profession.

In a panel discussion on inequality, James Heck-
man, the 2000 Nobel laureate, pointed out that in-
equality had grown faster in the US and the UK 
than other Western democracies. Heckman said that 
changes to the tax system that favoured the rich had to 
be a key part of  the explanation. He was also worried 
about the decline in social mobility, particularly for 
those on low pay.

Heckman also pointed out that the low income 
of  many single-parent families, whose numbers have 
increased sharply over the last few decades, had also 
increased inequality. He argued strongly for wage sub-
sidies to boost the income of  the working poor, and 
increased subsidies for childcare to help more single 
parents enter the labour market.
Towards a Universal Basic Income
Peter Diamond and Sir Christopher Pissarides, who 
shared the Nobel Prize in 2010 for their work on la-

bour markets, both told me that they now favoured 
a universal basic income (UBI), which would give a 
minimum basic income to all citizens regardless of  
their economic status. Pissarides argued that the rapid 
spread of  robots and AI is a threat to large numbers of  
less-skilled jobs. Without some government interven-
tion, this will widen inequality, he believes. He would 
support UBI as long as it was carefully calibrated to 
be below the minimum wage to avoid disrupting the 
labour market.

Diamond told me that the growing inequality in 
the US was now as issue that had to be faced. In a 
recent paper, he demonstrated just how much the US 
was an outlier across a wide range of  measures of  in-
equality, including income, wealth, poverty and social 
mobility.

Diamond believes that the debate on inequality 
can help focus discussion on policy failures: from 
the lack of  investment in education, research and in-
frastructure, to the failure to compensate those who 
bore the cost of  globalisation through job losses in 
heavy industry. He also argues that direct transfers, 
including introducing child benefit to everyone who 
has children and a UBI, would help tackle poverty. 
While he does not think that the goal of  policy should 
necessarily be focused on redistributing wealth, he be-
lieves that the economic challenges in the US require 
a higher level of  government spending, and therefore 
higher taxation on the better off.

Both Diamond and Pissarides are prepared to 
consider higher taxes on wealth as part of  the policy 
mix. Focusing on the US, Diamond favours a substan-
tial increase in inheritance tax. From a UK perspec-
tive, Pissarides argues for some increased taxation of  
housing. He is in favour of  taxing the capital gains 
from the sales of  houses, rather than (at present) only 

taxing housing when it is inherited. He believes this 
could also have a beneficial effect on house prices, 
which are becoming unaffordable for many young 
people.
The paradox of global inequality
While much of  the meeting focused on inequality in 
rich countries, the question of  inequality in develop-
ing countries was not ignored. Eric Maskin, the 2007 
Nobel laureate for his work on mechanism design, 
pointed out the paradox that while global inequality 
between countries was narrowing, due to the rapid 
economic growth of  China and India, it was “deeply 
troubling” that inequality within developing countries 
was increasing.

Maskin suggested that this was in contradiction 
to the widely held economics theory of  comparative 
advantage. This is the idea, put forward by economist 
David Ricardo in the 19th century, that the wages 
of  unskilled workers in poorer countries rise as they 
enter global markets. Maskin suggested that this no 
longer holds as we now have an integrated global la-
bour market – not a national one – with global supply 
chains and communications networks enabling com-
panies to ignore national boundaries.

One of  the purposes of  the Lindau meeting is 
to encourage younger economists to think radically 
about what new areas of  research they should focus 
on. It may be that these discussions will inspire the 
next generation to develop new policies to tackle the 
challenge of  poverty and inequality.

Economics has often been characterised as the 
“dismal science” for its failure to engage with real-life 
issues or prevent crises like the 2008-09 global finan-
cial crisis. If  this new approach takes hold, this could 
radically change.

Request for Thorough Inspection of Old Dhansiri Bridge 

All Naga Eyes on Tamil Nadu 

Come Now, Let Us Reason Together

How Inequality Became the Big Issue 
Troubling the World’s Top Economists

BiBle Read:  Romans 1:18–25  
ThoughT foR Today:

For since the creation of the world God’s invisible 
qualities—his eternal power and divine nature—have 

been clearly seen, being understood
 from what has been made. 

~ Romans 1:20
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Today’s AsTro-preDIcTIon

Aries (MAr 21 - Apr 19): Relationships 
should go well for you, Aries. You should be 
able to find emotional stability when you form 
a relationship with someone you trust. Don’t 

get discouraged if  this person tends to be aloof. Your 
friend is just giving you space to breathe and grow. Direct 
more of  your energy outward so you may begin to mani-
fest the ideas that you store up inside.

TAurus (Apr 20 - MAy 20): Extend the 
day by getting up earlier than usual, Tau-
rus. Even though it may be hard to leave 
the comfort of  your bed, the rewards will 

be many. The celestial energy beckons you to get up 
and join the activities of  the day. You’ll be much 
more productive and accomplish a lot by the end of  
the day.

GeMini (MAy 21 - Jun 21): You may be try-
ing to cling to something that doesn’t want to sit 
still, Gemini. It’s like trying to grab a wet fish. 
The more tightly you squeeze it, the likelier it is 

to slip out of  your grasp. The trick is to be more strategic 
and less frantic. You also might consider letting the fish 
go. It isn’t yours anyway.

CAnCer (Jun 22 - Jul 22): Overall, this 
should be a pleasant day, Cancer, and you’ll 
be properly recognized for the person you are. 
You may feel like royalty, so feel free to dress 

in your most regal attire. Take an independent viewpoint 
when asked about running your castle. Be creative, hon-
orable, and permissive in your rule.

leo (Jul 23 - AuG 22): Frustration may set 
in early today, Leo, but things should pan out 
for you as the evening approaches. Once you 
deal with an issue, let it rest. There’s no need 

to keep revisiting an old dispute just because you want 
to prove you’re right. If  people don’t agree the first time 
around, they probably won’t agree the second or third 
time either.

VirGo (AuG 23 - sep 22): Whether your re-
alize it or not, you’ll have the upper hand today, 
Virgo, so take advantage of  this opportunity. 
Things may be going so well that you might not 

even notice what a fantastic time you’re having. Sit back 
and take a moment to appreciate your good fortune. Oth-
ers will gravitate to you naturally, and you’ll always seem 
to have the right answers to the questions.

librA (sep 23 - oCT 22): Be careful about 
planning things too much, Libra. Leave the 
morning open for spontaneous acts and hap-
hazard events. Let the structure of  the after-

noon slowly evolve from the morning’s events. You don’t 
need to build Rome in a day. Enjoy a leisurely morning, 
and see if  you can convince someone to bring you break-
fast in bed. This is the perfect way to start the day.

sCorpio (oCT 23 - noV 21): Keep up the 
positive self-esteem that you’ve been working 
on for the past several weeks, Scorpio. This is 
one of  those days when you’ll be presented 

with a situation where you can demonstrate your cour-
age and independent mind. Use your powerful spirit to 
overcome any fears you have. There’s no reason to doubt 
yourself  now. Feel free to strut your stuff.

sAGiTTArius (noV 22 - DeC 21): You 
may wake up to a cloudy brain fog, Sagittarius. 
Emotionally, you may find it hard to make deci-
sions about anything even though you’re feeling 

called to do so. There are so many choices and you want 
them all. The good news is that you should feel much 
more clearheaded and stable by evening. Hang in there.

CApriCorn (DeC 22 - JAn 19): Inde-
pendence is key for you, Capricorn, so even 
though it may not be Independence Day, feel 
free to celebrate anyhow. Give thanks to all 

the freedoms you have, and make sure you’re taking ad-
vantage of  them. You are your own entity with a strong 
life force that’s capable of  anything. Gather your spirit, 
mount your horse, and ride off  to adventure.

AquArius (JAn 20 - Feb 18): Things may 
be unstable for you this morning, Aquarius, but 
improve quite a bit by the end of the day. If  you 
can, you should probably just sleep this morning. 

Get a full amount of rest so you can fully enjoy the latter 
part of the day. This will leave you with plenty of energy so 
you can make the most of your night with someone special.

pisCes (Feb 19 - MAr 20): Make sure you 
have an equal amount of  give and take in your 
life, Pisces. If  someone gives you a compli-
ment today, know how to receive it graciously 

instead of  brushing it off  as something meaningless. At 
the same time, be generous with your compliments to oth-
ers. It costs you nothing and it’s worth a treasure chest of  
gold. How can you beat a deal like that?

Students from government 
schools, almost all from poor, 
Dalit and Muslim families, 
have started to hold symbol-

ic classes on the streets of  Bhojpur 
with the help of  the local chapters 
of  AISA-RYA and the newly formed 
Bhagat Singh Yuva Brigade.

They are protesting against the 
lack of  school facilities, the shortage 
of  textbooks and teachers, teachers 
who don’t show up, some teachers 
who only teach for an hour, the qual-
ity of  education, casteism, the lack 
of  toilets in schools, schools with toi-
lets which are always shut and even 
police violence.

In the school in Ahile in Agiaon 
block, Dalit students were made to 
clean the toilets with their hands by 
their teacher. When the matter was 
brought before the block education 
officer (BEO) Heeralal Singh in the 
protest ‘class’ at Azeemabad, he 
claimed that he cleans his own toilets 
and even makes his children clean 
the toilets, much to the jeering of  stu-
dents and protesters.

The protesters are also raising 
other issues like the lack of  a single 
functioning science laboratory in any 
government high school in Bhojpur 
and where there is one, there is no 
equipment or teachers for practicals, 

no libraries, and where there are li-
braries, there are no books.

The school in Jhura Mushahari in 
Khopira panchayat, where Ranveer 
Sena founder Brahmeshwar Singh 
was mukhiya, is semi-constructed 
and has been this way for the last 
five years. In the school in Bhatoli in 
Sandesh panchayat, the high school 
lies derelict and another school that 
was built recently has no teachers.

The protests were initiated in 
phases across Bhojpur in Agiaon 
block in mid-April and has often 
been patronised by members of  the 
administration, from the block devel-
opment officer (BDO) to the secre-
tary of  the district education officer. 
The students are brought to the sites 
by their parents, appointed-guardi-
ans, members of  AISA-RYA or vil-
lage heads. Girl students from the 
9th and 10th grades sit in the front 
row while boys and younger students 
sit at the back. They sit in protest 
for three to four hours with posters 
of  Babasaheb Ambedkar, Bhagat 
Singh and Rohith Vemula and listen 
to members of  AISA and RYA give 
speeches on the political climate and 
education standards. They hold a 
symbolic class on math or english.

The protests at Sahar and 
Azeemabad that The Wire attended, 
the courage to speak was found to be 
one of  the biggest contributions the 
protests had imbibed in the students. 

When one of  the organisers asked, 
“Has this BDO you see here ever 
come to see how your schools run?” 
The children responded with a loud 
resounding, “Nahi!”

The state officials seem to be 
at a loss about how to respond. At 
times they respectfully speak to the 
teenagers and their parents. When 
the Azeemabad BEO claimed that 
the scheme for special needs for the 
weaker students was not in his man-
date, the organisers said, “This is 
what the people are asking for and 
you need to start writing to your sen-
iors asking for it.”

The protesters have a list of teach-
ers’ names who threatened to remove 
their names from schools and expel 
them, details of irregular payment 
of scholarships and of arbitrary col-
lection of fees from students without 
receipts. At Chilhar school in Agiaon 
block, when teachers began to de-
mand Rs 150 an Rs 200 for practicals 
and leaving certifications, without re-
ceipts, the students refused to pay and 
protested. The principal had called 
in the police who had lathicharged 
the students. The matter was again 
brought before the protest ‘class’ in 
Azeemabad, where the sub-inspector 
of Azeemabad police station, Raju 
Kumar, repeatedly said that there had 
been no violence. It was then that a stu-
dent walked up to him and confronted 
him to resounding cries from all the 

other students present. The 
police officer was transferred 
to Rohtas district.

While members of  the 
administration have attend-
ed meetings with the stu-
dents, made promises, obvi-
ated issues, passed the buck 
and mostly complained that 
the matter was not in their 
hands, on July 25, the po-
lice filed an FIR against the 
organisers of  the protests 
and a hundred other people 
under sections 147, 149 and 
357 of  the IPC in Pavna po-
lice station in Bhojpur. The 
prime accused is the presi-
dent of  Bihar RYA, Manoj 
Manzil, who had run for 
the Vidhan Sabha election 
on a CPI-ML seat and won 
32,000 votes. He had been 
arrested on ‘politically mo-
tivated’ cases a few weeks 
before the election.

“When we were pre-
paring for this, we went to dozens of  
schools to conduct basic math and 
english tests,” said Manoj Manzil, 
“And 99% of the the students in the 
8th grade would get simple math equa-
tions like 2 + 2 divided by 2 wrong.”

“Children from upper castes, rich 
families and of  government officials 
are sent to private schools and gov-
ernment schools are only for Dalits, 

Adivasis, Muslims, the poor, labour-
ers and the oppressed classes,” Man-
zil said.

Every constable that The Wire in-
terviewed at a protest in Sahar, said 
their children went to private schools.

Others against whom FIRs have 
been filed include Shivprakash Ran-
jan, a state secretary of  the All India 
Students’ Association in Bhojpur and 
a student who narrowly escaped the 

burning of  his hostel by Bhumihars in 
2012, following the murder of  Ranveer 
Sena founder Brahmeshwar Singh. 
“At the meeting at Sahar, teachers 
were sent to stop children from attend-
ing our protest,” Ranjan said.

“This shows how disturbed the 
administration is with the protests,” 
he added.

(Javed Iqbal is a freelance reporter 
and photographer.)

The Amazon, often described as the 
“lungs of  the Earth”, is the largest 
rainforest in the world. Its extraordi-
nary biodiversity and sheer scale has 

made it a globally significant resource in the 
fight against climate change.

But last week the Brazilian president 
Michel Temer removed the protected status 
of  the National Reserve of  Copper and As-
sociates, a national reserve larger than Den-
mark.

The reserve, known as “Renca”, covers 
46,000 square kilometres and is thought to 
contain huge amounts of  copper, as well as 
gold, iron ore and other minerals. Roughly 
30% of  Renca will now be open to mining 
exploration. Renca also includes indigenous 
reserves inhabited by various ethnic commu-
nities living in relative isolation.

The decision, which has been denounced 
by conservation groups and governments 
around the world, comes as the unpopular 
Temer struggles with a crushing political and 
economic crisis that has seen unemployment 
rise above 12%.

political and economic turbulence
Brazil is currently in the middle of  the larg-
est corruption scandals in its history. Since 
2014, an ongoing federal investigation called 
Operation Car Wash has implicated elite 
businesspeople and high-ranking politicians, 
uncovering bribes worth millions of  dollars 
exchanged for deals with the state oil com-
pany Petrobas. According to the BBC, almost 
a third of  President Temer’s cabinet is under 
investigation for alleged corruption.

There is no doubt that Brazil needs to find 
ways out of  recession and unemployment. As 
the minister of  mining and energy has said, 
“the objective of  the measure [to allow min-
ing] is to attract new investments, generating 
wealth for the country and employment and 
income for society.”

However it’s not clear that this move will 
benefit ordinary Brazilians. This is not the 
first gold rush into this area, and the Amazon 
still has high indices of  poverty and many 
other challenges.

During the 1980s and 90s tens of  thou-
sands of  miners flocked to gold deposits in the 
Amazon, driven by high international prices. 
One of  the most famous examples, “Serra 
Pelada,” saw 60,000 men dig a massive crater 

in the Amazon Basin. These mining opera-
tions typically provided little economic ben-
efits to the local populations. Instead, they 
attracted thousands of  people, which led to 
deforestation, violent land conflicts and mer-
cury pollution in the rivers.

In reality the Amazon and its people de-
serve a sustainable model of  development, 
which takes advantage of  the outstanding 
biodiversity and beauty of  its standing forests. 
The historical record shows mining is likely to 
lead to a demographic explosion, and further 
deforestation, pollution and land conflicts.
The principle of non-regression
One important aspect of  international envi-
ronmental law is called the “principle of  non-
regression”. The principle states that some le-
gal rules should be non-revokable in the name 
of  the common interest of  humankind. Es-
sentially, once a level of  protection has been 
granted there is no coming back.

This principle is reflected in article 225 of  
the Brazilian constitution, which lays out the 
right to a healthy environment:

All have the right to an ecologically bal-
anced environment […] and both the Gov-
ernment and the community shall have the 
duty to defend and preserve it for present and 

future generations.
The Brazilian constitution also describes 

the Amazon forest as a “national heritage”. It 
must then be treated accordingly.

While the Amazon is a fundamental part 
of  Brazil’s history, it’s also an essential part of  
the global battle against climate change. The 
Amazon contains half  the worlds’ tropical 
rainforests, and its trees absorb and store vast 
amounts of  carbon dioxide.

According to the Intergovernmental 
Panel on Climate Change, land use, includ-
ing deforestation and forest degradation, is 
the second-largest source of  global emissions 
after the energy sector.

Developed countries around the world 
have committed resources to help Brazil 
offset the costs of  safeguarding their forests. 
One example is the Amazon Fund, created 
in 2008. It has received billions of  dollars 
from foreign governments such as Norway 
and Germany, to combat deforestation and 
to promote sustainable practices in the Brazil-
ian Amazon.

But with 14 million Brazilians unem-
ployed, further assistance is required to en-
sure that they can protect their forests.

As well as governments, companies have 

also committed billions of  dollars to fight 
climate change and support projects that re-
duce carbon emissions and promote energy 
efficiency. Most businesses have also created 
self-regulatory standards to ensure compli-
ance with international laws and ethical 
standards.

The decision of  the Brazilian government 
leaves us with two questions. How will the 
international community honour their com-
mitments to keep global warming below 2℃, 
if  countries begin rolling back their environ-
mental protections? And how will companies 
involved in mining projects in the Amazon 
honour their social responsibility commit-
ments and moral obligation towards present 
and future generations?

The degradation of  the Amazon will af-
fect the entire world. The clearing of  the 
Amazon for mining will lead to the emissions 
of  thousands of  tons of  greenhouse gases, 
furthering global warming and causing the 
irreversible loss of  biodiversity, and water re-
sources, as well as damage to local and indig-
enous communities.

Let us not take a step back towards more 
destruction. Rather, let us strengthen the pro-
tection of  our remaining forests.

Five months after cabinet approval, 
the department of  personnel and 
training has started paving the way 
for setting up the Rail Development 

Authority. New Delhi: The long-awaited 
regulator for Indian Railways is finally set 
to become a reality, with the department 
of  personnel and training (DoPT) paving 
the way for selecting a chairman and four 
members.

The DoPT’s approval for the rail regu-
lator, which will be known as the Rail De-
velopment Authority (RDA), was the last 
hurdle for setting up the body that will help 
the state-run transporter free itself  from 
political pressure on fares while ensuring a 
level playing field for private players keen to 
invest in the rail sector.

While there are regulators in the insur-
ance and telecom sectors, the RDA will be 
the first independent body of  its kind in 
the railways and has been billed as a ma-
jor reform step. Besides taking decisions 
on pricing of  services, it will also look 

into consumer interest and the creation of  
a positive environment for investment and 
benchmarking of  service standards against 
international norms.

According to the terms and conditions 
finalised by the DoPT, the chairman will 
get Rs 4.5 lakh per month as consolidated 
salary while members will get Rs 4 lakh 
each, said a senior railway ministry official 
involved with the setting up of  the regula-
tory authority.

Asked why it took so long for the DOPT 
to finalise it after the cabinet’s approval on 
April 6 this year, the official said the DoPT 
was working out the details in the light of  
the seventh pay commission recommenda-
tions, so it took some time to get the final 
approval. Hoping that the regulatory body 
would be operational by year-end, the offi-
cial said the posts would now be advertised 
and a search and selection committee head-
ed by the cabinet secretary would select the 
chairman and members.
Taking political sting out of railways
The need for a regulatory body in the rail 
sector has been felt most urgently over the 
last decade, with successive railway minis-

ters refusing to revise passenger fares. This 
has led, inevitably, to freight revenue sub-
sidising passenger traffic, leading to higher 
industry costs.

Currently the passenger business is suf-
fering a huge loss of  around Rs 34,000 crore 
a year and is being cross-subsidised from 
the freight sector.

It was felt that if  an independent regu-
lator recommended a revision of  fares and 
freight rates then the railways would have 
no option but to accept this, which would 
also take the political sting out of  the deci-
sion. Moreover, in the era of  coalition poli-
tics, the railway ministry more often than 
not was handed over to an ally of  the ruling 
party at the Centre.

As a result, governance in the railways 
has largely been with regional leaders such 
as Lalu Prasad, Nitish Kumar, Ram Vilas 
Paswan, Suresh Prabhu and Mamata Ban-
erjee.

An attempt was made to hike fares 
when TMC leader Dinesh Trivedi was the 
railway minister. He was replaced shortly 
after that, with the hike being rolled back 
by his successor Mukul Roy. However, after 

TMC‘s exit from the UPA, Congress leader 
Pawan Bansal took over the ministry and 
raised fares in 2013, which was almost after 
11 years of  a no-fare increase spell.  

The need for a rail regulator has been 
emphasised since 2001 by various commit-
tees. The first recommendation for an inde-
pendent rail regulator came in 2001 when 
an expert group under the chairmanship 
of  Rakesh Mohan suggested the formation 
of  a regulatory authority to fix rail tariffs. 
Later, several railway committees suggested 
a Railway Tariff  Development Authority. 
The most recent recommendation for the 
RDA came through the National Transport 
Development Policy Committee in 2014 
and Bibek Debroy’s committee in 2015.

Railway minister Suresh Prabhu had an-
nounced in the Rail Budget 2015-16 that for 
the purpose of  orderly development of  in-
frastructure enabling competition and pro-
tection of  customer interest, it is important 
to have a regulatory mechanism independ-
ent of  the service provider.

“Further, it was proposed to set up a 
mechanism for making regulations, setting 
performance standards and determining 

tariff,” Prabhu, whose tenure has also wit-
nessed the merger of  rail budget into main 
budget, said in his speech.  
Aiming at changing the indian railways 
landscape

According to officials, the RDA will de-
cide the pricing of  services commensurate 
with costs, take decisions on enhancement 
of  non-fare revenue, protect consumer in-
terest by ensuring quality of  service and 
cost competition. It will also be responsible 
for competition, efficiency and market de-
velopment.

The regulator will also provide a frame-
work for non-discriminatory open access to 
the ‘Dedicated Freight Corridor’.

The RDA chairman and members will 
have a fixed term of  five years each. They 
can be removed by the central government 
only on certain grounds, including insol-
vency, conviction, misbehaviour, physical 
and mental incapability.

The railway regulator, however, will still 
work within the parameters of  the Railway 
Act, 1989.

(Arun Kumar Das is a freelance journalist.)

sadak par school: A children’s Uprising in 
Bhojpur Against Bihar’s Failing education system

The World Protests as Amazon Forests are Opened to Mining

Long-Awaited railways regulator Gets Department of personnel nod

Students protesting in Bhojpur. Credit: Javed Iqbal

The students are protesting the lack of school facilities, 
shortage of textbooks and teachers, quality of teaching, 
casteism, lack of toilets in schools and police violence.
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Union Finance Minister Arun Jaitley during the 
Wolters Kluwer Conference on Tax Reforms: 
Driving Transparency and Uniformity  in New Delhi 
on Wednesday.

PTI

News iN Brief
‘Deadline for linking Aadhaar with 
government schemes is now Dec 31’
New Delhi, August 30 (IANS): The Supreme Court 
was informed on Wednesday the deadline for linking 
Aadhaar to various government schemes for benefits will 
be extended till December 31. A bench of Chief Justice 
Dipak Misra, Justice Amitava Roy and Justice A.M. 
Khanwilkar said the challenge to the constitutional 
validity of  the Aadhaar scheme would be heard in 
the first week of  November. Attorney General K.K. 
Venugopal told the court that the existing deadline of  
September 30 would be extended by three months.

Section 144 lifted in Delhi
New Delhi, August 30 (IANS): Section 144 of  the 
Code of  Criminal Procedure, which prohibits the 
gathering of more than four people, was lifted in the city 
on Wednesday, police said. Delhi Police Spokesperson 
Madhur Verma said the prohibitory order was lifted after 
reviewing the situation in the city. “Though section 144 
has been lifted, extra security arrangements will stay and 
we will continue vigil in the city,” Verma added.  Section 
144 was imposed in Delhi on Friday night, except for 
north and central police districts, following multiple 
incidents of arson across the city after the conviction of  
Dera Sacha Sauda chief  Gurmeet Ram Rahim Singh 
in Haryana.

Priyanka Vadra discharged from 
hospital
New Delhi, August 30 (PTI): Congress president Sonia 
Gandhi’s daughter Priyanka Vadra was today discharged 
from a private hospital, where she was admitted a week 
ago with dengue fever, hospital authorities said. She 
was admitted to the Sir Ganga Ram Hospital (SGRH) 
here on August 23 and was recuperating under the care 
of  Dr Arup Basu, Senior Consultant, Department of  
Chest Medicine. 

UP flood situation grim; toll rises to 103
Lucknow, August 30 (PTI): The flood fury in Uttar 
Pradesh showed no signs of  abatement as one more 
death was reported today, taking the toll to 103, while 
over 27 lakh people are affected. Citing a report compiled 
till yesterday, the relief  commissioner’s office here said 
around 60,000 people have taken shelter in relief  camps 
in the affected districts of eastern Uttar Pradesh as raging 
waters of  rivers emanating from Nepal caused havoc 
in vast swathes of  land. “The death toll in the floods 
has reached 103 in the state, where 3,133 villages in 24 
districts are inundated affecting over 27 lakh,” it said.

One arrested in Kalimpong blast case 
Darjeeling, August 30 (IANS): One person was arrested 
in West Bengal’s Kalimpong district on Wednesday in 
connection with a blast outside Kalimpong police 
station on August 19 that killed a civic volunteer and 
injured two others, a senior officer said. “Bijoy Chettri 
was arrested from Kalimpong early on Wednesday 
morning,” Kalimpong Superintendent of  Police Ajit 
Singh Yadav told IANS. The blast in front of the police 
station took place within 24 hours of  an explosion in 
the heart of the hill town of Darjeeling on the 69th day 
of the Gorkha Janamukti Morcha sponsored indefinite 
shutdown in the hills.

IT raids Karnataka Congress leader
Bengaluru, August 30 (IANS): Income Tax officials 
on Wednesday raided the residence of  Karnataka 
Congress Secretary Vijaya Mulgund, an official said. 
“The raid is related to the raid on (Karnataka Power 
Minister D.K.) Shivakumar’s house that took place a 
few weeks ago,” an IT Department official told IANS. 
“Today’s raids are taking place simultaneously in New 
Delhi and Bengaluru.” On August 2, IT officials raided 
Shivakumar’s official residence here and a private 
resort near the city where 44 Congress lawmakers from 
Gujarat were staying. The officials had then seized over 
Rs 10 crore. The raids were conducted at 39 locations 
of his relatives and aides in New Delhi and Bengaluru.

Adityanath, two deputies to fight 
Legislative Council by-polls
New Delhi, August 30 (PTI): Uttar Pradesh Chief  
Minister Yogi Adityanath and his two deputies, Keshav 
Prasad Maurya and Dinesh Sharma, will contest 
Legislative Council by-elections, the BJP announced 
today. A BJP statement said its central election 
committee had also picked Swatantra Dev Singh and 
Mohsin Raza, both ministers in the state government, 
as party candidates for the elections. With UP MLAs 
voting in the by-elections, the win of all BJP nominees 
is virtually certain given the party’s huge majority in 
the assembly. Aditynath and Maurya are Lok Sabha 
members and are likely to resign once they win the 
Council by-polls.

Of Rs 15.44 lakh cr of banned notes, Rs 15.28 
lakh cr, or 99%, returned to the system: RBI

OBC creamy layer concept extended 
to PSUs, financial institutions 

Mumbai deluge claims five lives, dozen missing

Railways terminates 13 employees 
for Kalinga Utkal derailment

CBI begins probing 18 land deals, including Vadra-linked firm’s

Whatever we did was right: Khattar on demands for resignation 

Around 57,000 Army personnel to be redeployed to increase tooth to tail ratio 

More children die in 
Gorakhpur hospital

Mumbai, August 30 (IANS): Re-
vealing the low efficacy of  last 
November’s demonetisation of  
high-value currency, the RBI said 
on Wednesday that of the Rs 15.44 
lakh crore of  notes taken out of  
circulation, Rs 15.28 lakh crore, or 
almost 99 per cent, had returned to 
the system by way of  deposits by 
the public.

“Subject to future corrections 
based on verification process when 
completed, the estimated value of  
SBNs received as on June 30, 2017 
is Rs 15.28 trillion,” the Reserve 
Bank of India (RBI) said in its an-
nual report for the last fiscal. 

According to the RBI, 89 mil-
lion pieces of the banned Rs 1,000 
totalling Rs 8,900 crore had not 
been returned (by March 2017) out 
of 6,858 million such notes amount-
ing to Rs 6.85 lakh crore. Thus the 
figure not returned till end March 
amounted to a mere 1.3 per cent of  
Rs 1,000 notes in circulation before 
the demonetisation announcement 
on November 8, 2016.

On that day total currency in 
circulation stood at Rs 17.97 lakh 
crore, of  which 86 per cent, or Rs 

15.44 lakh crore, was scrapped by 
demonetisation of  Rs 500 and Rs 
1,000 notes.

The central bank did not pro-
vide separate figures in respect of  
the banned Rs 500 notes which had 
not returned. 

In the report on fake Indian 
currency notes (FICA), RBI said 
the past fiscal had yielded 7,62,072 
pieces of FICN, which was higher 
than the 6,32,926 such notes seized 
in 2015-16.

The RBI also said that the value 
of banknotes in circulation declined 
by 20.2 percent during the year to 
Rs 13.1 lakh crore, reflecting the 
impact of demonetisation. 

The volume of banknotes, how-
ever, increased by 11.1 per cent, 
mainly owing to greater infusion 
of  lower denomination banknotes 
in circulation following the demon-
etisation.

The share of  Rs 2,000 ban-
knotes in the total value of  ban-
knotes in circulation was 50.2 per 
cent at end-March 2017.

The RBI spent Rs 7,965 crore 
on printing new currency notes in 
2016-17.

Denying that demonetisation 
failed to achieve its objectives, 
Finance Minister Arun Jaitley on 
Wednesday said the measure had 
succeeded in reducing cash in the 
economy, increasing digitisation, 
expanding the tax base, check-
ing black money and in moving 
towards integrating the informal 
economy with the formal one.

“The objective of  demonetisa-
tion was that India is a high-cash 
economy and that scenario needs 
to be altered,” Jaitley told reporters 
in New Delhi following the release 
of  the RBI annual report for the 
last fiscal giving the figures, for the 
first time, of  demonetised notes 
returned to the system.

“The other objectives of  de-
monetisation were to combat black 
money and expand the tax base. 
Post demonetisation tariff  tax 
base has increased substantially. 
Personal IT returns have increased 
by 25 per cent,” the Finance Min-
ister said.

Senior Congress leader P. 
Chidambaram on Wednesday hit 
out at the government and the RBI 
over the demonetisation decision, 

saying that only one percent of the 
junked notes had not returned to the 
central bank and it was a “shame.”

Chidambaram, a former Fi-
nance Minister, said that 99 per cent 
of the scrapped Rs 500 and Rs 1,000 
notes had been legally exchanged 
and asked if  the demonetisation 
decision of the Narendra Modi gov-
ernment was designed to convert 
black money into white. 

In a series of tweets, Chidambar-
am also said that the cost of printing 
new currency was more than the 
money gained by the Reserve Bank 
of India. 

The Congress on Wednesday 
sought Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi’s apology over demonetisa-
tion, saying it had dented India’s 
credibility and the corrupt had 
made windfall gains while 104 in-
nocent people had lost their lives in 
the “disaster.”

Hinting that the RBI’s latest rev-
elations on demonetisation pointed 
to a “big scam”, West Bengal Chief  
Minister Mamata Banerjee on 
Wednesday said the entire exercise 
of  banning high value currencies 
was a “flop show”.

New Delhi, August 30 
(IANS): Twentyfour years 
after its introduction in the 
government, the Union 
Cabinet on Wednesday de-
cided to extend the concept 
of  creamy layer in OBC 
reservations to Public Sec-
tor Undertakings (PSUs) 
and financial institutions.

The Cabinet, which had 
last week raised the annual 
income ceiling of Rs 6 lakh 
to Rs 8 lakh for eligibility 
for reservations for Other 
Backward Classes, decided 
on extending the concept at 
its meeting on Wednesday, 
Finance Minister Arun Jait-
ley told the media. 

He said even though 
the government had de-
cided the criteria for decid-
ing the creamy layer on 
the basis of  income and 

status in 1993, the concept 
of  creamy layer itself  was 
not implemented in PSUs 
and financial institutions 
like banks and insurance 
companies.

“Now, on the advice 
of  the Group of  Ministers, 
the cabinet has given its 
approval” to implement it, 
Jaitley said.

“Now the same limit 
of  Rs 8 lakhs, which is ap-
plicable on central govern-
ment, will also be applica-
ble on PSUs and financial 
institutions,” he said.

“With regards to status, 
candidates whose parents 
hold constitutional posts 
or group A and B posts are 
excluded,” Jaitley said.

The minister said that 
with these decisions, the 
benefits will spread more 

widely in the OBC com-
munity.

“This will ensure that 
the children of  those serv-
ing in lower categories in 
PSUs and other institutions 
can get the benefit of  OBC 
reservations, on par with 
children of  people serv-
ing in lower categories in 
government,” an official 
statement said.

“This will also prevent 
children of  those in sen-
ior positions in such in-
stitutions -- who, owing 
to absence of  equivalence 
of  posts, may have been 
treated as non-creamy layer 
-- from cornering govern-
ment posts reserved for 
OBCs and denying the 
genuine non-creamy layer 
candidates a level playing 
field,” it added.

Mumbai, August 30 (IANS): At least five 
persons lost their lives in different rain-
related incidents during Tuesday’s deluge 
when Mumbai was virtually paralyzed, 
officials said here on Wednesday.

According to the BMC Disaster Con-
trol, a two-year-old girl, Kalyani Gopal 
Jangam, was crushed under a wall which 
crashed during heavy rains in Jankalyan 
Nagar in Vikhroli East.

Her parents, Gopal Jangam and 
Chhaya, were injured in the incident and 
admitted to the Mahatma Phule Hospital.

In another incident in Vikhroli’s Sury-
anagar, two persons were killed when a 
portion of a house collapsed following the 
torrential rains.

An 18-month-old infant, Nikhil Saty-
endra, and a 40-year-old man, Suresh A. 
Maurya, succumbed during treatment at 
Rajawadi Hospital in adjoining Ghatkopar 
suburb.

In Ghatkopar’s Ambedkar Nagar, 
Rameshwar Tiwari, 45, was killed while 
his wife Manju and their minor children 

Krishna and Ronak were injured when a 
wall of their home crashed on them.

A dozen people, mainly senior citizens, 
are reportedly missing in different parts 
of  Mumbai though many are suspected 
as ‘lost’ or temporarily not able to com-
municate.

Their anxious relatives have sent social 
media messages with pictures seeking infor-
mation on their near-and-dear ones while 
making police complaints.

The Indian Meteorological Department 
(IMD) has forecast “heavy to very heavy 
rains” in entire coastal Konkan region 
of  Maharashtra, including Mumbai, on 
Wednesday.

Similar wet conditions shall prevail in 
the Konkan districts of  Palghar, Thane, 
Mumbai, Raigad, Ratnagiri and Sindhu-
durg over the next 48-72 hours.

Besides Konkan, heavy rains are expect-
ed in central Maharashtra and Marathwada 
region, in neighbouring Goa and Gujarat’s 
Kutchh and Saurashtra regions starting from 
Wednesday till Sunday, according to IMD.

New Delhi, August 30 (IANS): Indian 
Railways on Wednesday said it has ter-
minated the services of  13 employees, in-
cluding a Junior Engineer and 11 ‘gang-
men’ or track maintenance personnel, for 
“dereliction of  duty” in connection with 
the derailment of  Kalinga Utkal Express 
on August 19 in which 22 people died 
and over 150 were injured.

Those who were terminated included 
a Junior Engineer (Permanent Way), 11 
gangmen and a hammer man. 

The senior official said the decision 
was taken by the senior administrative 

officials of  the Delhi division of  North-
ern Railways. 

He also said that railways has powers 
under Section 14/2 of  the Railway Act to 
remove employees from service without 
any inquiry.

The action comes over 10 days after 
14 coaches of  the Kalinga Utkal Express 
derailed in Muzaffarnagar’s Khatauli 
area. 

Following the accident, the Railways 
had suspended four engineers, sent on 
leave three officials, and transferred one 
official.

New Delhi, August 30 (PTI): The 
CBI today began its probe into 18 
cases referred to it by the Rajasthan 
government for alleged irregularities 
in land deals in Bikaner by compa-
nies, including one linked to Robert 
Vadra.

CBI sources said the agency has 
re-registered 18 FIRs in connection 
with these land deals, which were ear-
lier probed by the Rajasthan Police.

“The cases pertain to fraudulent 
and fictitious claims and allotments 
in lieu of  land acquired for Mahajan 
Field Firing Range Bikaner, which 
is used by the Army,” a CBI spokes-
person said here after the cases were 
registered this evening.

Among the 18 FIRs registered 
by the agency, 16 were lodged at the 
Gajner police station while two at 
Kolayat police station in Bikaner be-
tween August and September, 2014, 
agency sources said.

The cases were referred to the CBI 
by the Centre on the request of  the 
Rajasthan Government.

The Rajasthan government had 
written to the CBI for a probe into 
alleged land scams in Bikaner, includ-

ing those involving a company linked 
to Congress president Sonia Gandhi’s 
son-in-law Robert Vadra.

The Congress had accused the 
state government of  misusing the CBI 
ahead of  assembly elections.

“As many as 18 FIRs are reg-
istered. Four of  them are against 
Vadra’s company which were alleg-
edly involved in illegal purchase of  
nearly 275 bigha land. All the 18 FIRs 
are in connection with the purchase 
of  close to 1,400 bigha land in fake 
names,” Rajasthan Home Minister 
Gulab Chand Kataria had said on 
August 22 after referring the matter 
to the CBI.

He had alleged that Vadra’s com-
pany was the third party to purchase 
275 bigha of  land in 2010 and it sold 
it to a fourth party in 2012.

“When the matter came to light, 
18 FIRs were registered.

Four FIRs are related with 
Vadra’s company and now the state 
government has written to the CBI to 
investigate them altogether. The issue 
was also raised in the state assembly 
in 2014,” Kataria had said.

Reacting to this, state Congress 

president Sachin Pilot had said, 
“BJP misuses CBI, ED (Enforcement 
Directorate) and other agencies for 
political gains. In this alleged land 
scam case, the state government had 
formed a committee but the commit-
tee’s findings were not disclosed by 
the government.” 

He had said, “Those who have 
been arrested in the land scam are 
connected with BJP. If  BJP people 
are being arrested in the land scam, 
then we are ready for any probe.” 

The state government had on 
December 31, 2014 cancelled 18 
mutations (transfer of  ownership) in 
Bikaner after allegedly finding them 
to be illegal.

It is alleged that the land was ille-
gally allotted or possessed in 2006-07 
by some villagers, who were “wrong-
fully” shown as farmers displaced 
by the acquisition of  land for the 
Mahajan Field Firing Range for the 
Army.d 

It was alleged that Vadra’s com-
pany also purchased chunks of  land.

However, the farmers who were 
actually displaced were allotted land 
between 1992 and 1996.

New Delhi, August 30 
(IANS): After meeting 
BJP chief Amit Shah here, 
Haryana Chief  Minister 
Manohar Lal Khattar on 
Wednesday rejected the 
Opposition’s demand for 
his resignation over the vio-
lence in the wake of convic-
tion of  Dera Sacha Sauda 
chief Gurmeet Ram Rahim 
Singh.

Claiming that his gov-
ernment reacted befittingly 
to the situation, he told 
media that he was satisfied 
with the handling of  the 
situation.

Khattar also ruled out 
any possibility of change of  
guard in the state as there 
were speculations that the 
top BJP leadership may 
replace him because it was 
unhappy with the way the 
Chief Minister handled the 
situation ahead of the court 
verdict in a rape case against 
the Dera Sacha Sauda chief.

Responding to another 
query on seeking support 
from Dera head during 
assembly polls, the Chief  
Minister said: “Political 
parties during elections seek 
support from everyone. But 

there was never a condi-
tion for such support that 
somebody breaks the law. 
Nobody is above the law.”

Khattar, who later met 
Union Home Minister Ra-
jnath Singh, gave a report 
to Shah on the violence that 
erupted on August 25 after 
a CBI court in Panchkula 
convicted self-styled god-
man Gurmeet Ram Rahim 
Singh of rape and criminal 
intimidation.

At least 38 people were 
killed and more than 250 
injured in the violence that 
spread to other parts of  

Haryana besides Punjab, 
Rajasthan and Delhi. 

The Khattar govern-
ment drew flak from all 
quarters for mishandling 
the situation and allegedly 
giving a long rope to Dera 
followers who gathered in 
Panchkula in their thou-
sands. The violence in Pan-
chkula after Dera Chief  
was convicted was the third 
major instance of  violence 
in the state since Khattar 
became Chief  Minister of  
the first Bharatiya Janata 
Party (BJP) government in 
Haryana in 2014.

New Delhi, August 30 (IANS): 
In a major reform for the Indian 
Army, the government has ac-
cepted the first batch of 65 rec-
ommendations of the Lt. Gen. 
D.B. Shekatkar (retd.) headed 
committee which will result in 
redeployment of  57,000 per-
sonnel for roles to increase the 
“tooth to tail” ratio.

Finance Minister Arun 
Jaitley, who also holds the De-
fence portfolio, announced that 
first batch 65 measures as per 
the committee report will be 
implemented by the year end.

These include optimisa-
tion of  signals establishments 
to include Radio Monitoring 
Companies, Corps Air Support 
Signal Regiments, Air Forma-
tion Signal Regiments, Com-
posite Signal Regiments and 
merger of  Corps Operating and 

Engineering Signal Regiments.
It will also include closure 

of  all military farms and army 
postal establishments in peace 
locations.

Jaitley said the committee 
had given about 99 recommen-
dations and the government, 
in consultation with the army, 
had been going through these 
recommendations. “And the 
first batch of  65 recommen-
dations has been accepted by 
the government yesterday (on 
Tuesday).”

“This will lead to redeploy-
ment of  57,000 officers, JCOs 
and ORs for various other func-
tions where their requirement 
in Army is. It is a far-reaching 
change.

“Mandate of  this commit-
tee was to make recommenda-
tions for enhancing combat 

Lucknow, August  30 
(IANS): Deaths of children 
and infants at the Baba Ra-
ghav Das Medical College 
in Gorakhpur continued to 
mount, with more than 40 
deaths reported in the last 
48 hours.

Local and national TV 
reported that 42 children 
have died in the hospital, 
three weeks after over 60 
children, including infants, 
died in a span of five days.

Officials at the hospital 
confirmed the deaths but 
said it was “not due to pau-
city of  medicines, doctors 
or oxygen” as had allegedly 
been the case when more 
than 60 children died in a 
span of  a week earlier this 
month.

Principal of the medical 
college, P.K. Singh said the 
deaths were routine in Au-
gust as the acute encephali-
tis syndrome (AES) is at its 
peak in the month. 

Talking to IANS, the 
principal said that between 
Sunday to Monday mid-
night, 25 children had died, 
with seven succumbing to 
AES. The remaining 18 
died due to other complica-
tions like infections, pneu-
monia and other causes.

Singh said that a total of  
344 “on bed patients” were 
admitted in the ward. Of  
the 25 deaths, 10 had taken 
place in the neonatal inten-
sive care unit (NICU) and 
15 in the pediatric intensive 
care unit (ICU).

Doctors inform that 
many children come to the 
hospital in “extremely criti-
cal condition” from Bihar, 
Nepal as well as other dis-

tricts of  the state, where 
it is “nearly impossible to 
reverse their condition”.

The BRD medical col-
lege attracted global atten-
tion when more than 60 chil-
dren, including infants, died 
at the hospital within a span 
of a week earlier this month. 
The deaths reportedly hap-
pened due to disruption in 
the oxygen supply by the 
vendor who was not paid for 
several months. The charge 
however was denied by the 
state government.

AES has become a 
scourge in many districts 
of  eastern Uttar Pradesh. 
According to a report by 
the Directorate of  Nation-
al Vector Borne Diseases 
Control Programme (NVB-
DCP), 26,686 cases of  en-
cephalitis were reported in 
the state between 2010 and 
August 2017.

Of  this, 24,668 cases 
were of Acute Encephalitis 
Syndrome (AES) and more 
than 2,000 of Japanese En-
cephalitis (JE). Out of  the 
AES patients, 4,093 died 
between 2010-17 period, 
308 JE deaths were also 
reported between the cor-
responding period.

Uttar Pradesh Chief  
Minister Yogi Adityanath, 
a five-time MP from Gora-
khpur, says he has launched 
a battle against the diseases. 
He has also stressed that 
besides vaccination, cleanli-
ness is the best way to keep 
the vector borne disease out. 
Under the ‘Swacch Bharat’ 
campaign, the Chief Minis-
ter says a lot was been done 
in Uttar Pradesh’s AES af-
fected areas.

capability and re-balancing 
of  defence expenditure of  the 
armed forces... to increase the 
teeth to tail ratio,” he said.

Tooth to tail ratio is a mili-
tary term that refers to the 
amount of  military personnel 
it takes to supply and sup-
port (tail) each combat soldier 
(tooth).

Jaitley said the Defence 
Ministry took the decision 
on Tuesday and the Union 
Cabinet was apprised of  it on 
Wednesday.

The minister said con-
cerned orders will be passed 
and these all have to be op-
erationalised by end of  2019. 
“Operationalisation begins 
now,” he said. 

The net effect of  the move, 
as per the minister, will be on 
different functions in the Army, 

as to in the changed environ-
ment of  economy, technology, 
combat capability how is to 
be best utilised. And there are 
several far reaching recom-
mendations

“Do we need the military 
farms at all? Do we with to-
day’s technology need a sepa-
rate postal department? With 
regard to technology now the 
different signals establish-
ments, how their functioning is 
to be carried on...” Jaitley said.

The Union Government 
had set up the committee under 
the chairmanship of  Lt. Gen. 
Shekatkar (eetd) to recommend 
measures to enhance combat 
capability and rebalance de-
fence expenditure of  the armed 
forces on May 20, 2016 and 
it submitted its final report in 
December 2016.
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AP/PTI

This Aug. 29, 2017 photo distributed on Wednesday, Aug. 30, 2017, by the North Korean government shows what was said to be the test launch of a Hwasong-12 intermediate range 
missile in Pyongyang, North Korea. North Korean leader Kim Jong Un called for more ballistic missile tests targeting the Pacific Ocean, Pyongyang announced Wednesday, a day 
after his nation for the first time flew a ballistic missile designed to carry a nuclear payload over Japan. Independent journalists were not given access to cover the event depicted 
in this image distributed by the Korean Central News Agency via Korea News Service.  

AP/PTI

People rest at the George R. Brown Convention Center that has been set up as a shelter for 
evacuees escaping the floodwaters from Tropical Storm Harvey in Houston, Texas, Tuesday, 
Aug. 29, 2017. 

North Korea says more missiles 
to come as UN condemns launch

18,000 Rohingya flee violence 
in Myanmar into Bangladesh

Donald Trump may be inciting 
‘violence’ against media: UN

China invites 5 countries as guests for BRICS summit

Hurricane Harvey rampage continues in Texas, 30 dead

Seoul, August 30 (PTI/
AFP): North Korea leader 
Kim Jong-Un has prom-
ised more missile flights 
over Japan, insisting his 
nuclear-armed nation’s pro-
vocative launch was a mere 
“curtain-raiser”, in the face 
of  UN condemnation and 
US warnings of  severe re-
percussions.

The Hwasong-12 inter-
mediate-range missile that 
Pyongyang unleashed yes-
terday represented a major 
escalation of  tensions over 
its weapons programmes.

In recent weeks it has 
threatened to send a salvo 
of  missiles towards the US 
territory of  Guam, while 
President Donald Trump 
has warned of  raining “fire 
and fury” on the North.

After the latest launch 
Trump said that “all op-
tions” were on the table, 
reviving his implied threat 
of  pre-emptive US military 
action just days after con-
gratulating himself  that 

Kim appeared to be “start-
ing to respect us”.

T h e  U N  S e c u r i t y 
Council - which has al-
ready imposed seven sets 
of  sanctions on Pyongyang 
- said in a unanimous state-
ment the North’s “outra-
geous” actions “are not 
just a threat to the region, 
but to all UN member 
states”.

Both the North’s key 
ally China and Russia, 
which also has ties to it, 
backed the US-drafted dec-
laration, but it will not im-
mediately lead to new or 
tightened sanctions.

The Rodong Sinmun 
newspaper, mouthpiece of  
the North’s ruling party, 
today carried more than 20 
pictures of  the launch near 
Pyongyang. One showed 
Kim smiling broadly at 
a desk with a map of  the 
Northwest Pacific, sur-
rounded by aides.

Another showed him 
gazing upwards as the mis-

sile rose into the air.
South Korea’s military 

said yesterday that it had 
travelled around 2,700 kilo-
metres (1,700 miles) and 
reached a maximum alti-
tude of  550 kilometres.

The official Korean 
Central  News Agency 
(KCNA) cited Kim as say-
ing that “more ballistic 
rocket launching drills with 
the Pacific as a target in the 
future” were necessary.

Yesterday’s launch was 
a “meaningful prelude 
to containing Guam, ad-
vanced base of  invasion”, 
he said, and a “curtain-
raiser” for the North’s 
“resolute countermeas-
ures” against ongoing US-
South Korean military 
exercises which the North 
regards as a rehearsal for 
invasion.

Today’s statement was 
the first time the North has 
acknowledged sending a 
missile over Japan’s main 
islands. Two of  its rockets 

previously did so, in 1998 
and 2009, but on both occa-
sions it claimed they were 
space launch vehicles.

Independent analysts 
posted images online sug-
gesting that Kim’s map 
showed an intended flight 
path of  3,200 kilometres, 
implying that the missile 
may have fallen 500 kilo-
metres short. A South Ko-
rean defence official told 
AFP they were still analys-
ing the North’s images.

Yesterday’s missi le 
overflight triggered con-
sternation in world capitals 
and on the ground, with 
sirens blaring out and text 
message alerts in Japan 
warning people to take 
cover.

“ T h r e a t e n i n g  a n d 
destabilising actions only 
increase the North Korean 
regime’s isolation in the re-
gion and among all nations 
of  the world,” Trump said 
in a statement. “All options 
are on the table.” 

At the Security Council 
emergency meeting US 
ambassador Nikki Haley 
warned that “enough is 
enough” and that tough 
action had to be taken.

“It’s unacceptable,” 
Haley said. “They have 
violated every single UN 
Security Council resolu-
tion that we’ve had, and so 
I think something serious 
has to happen.” 

But despite Washing-
ton’s rhetoric, US officials 
privately echo the warning 
by Trump’s now former 
chief  strategist Steve Ban-
non - that a pre-emptive 
strike against the North is 
impossible given its capac-
ity to inflict massive retali-
ation on the South. 

Chinese Foreign Minis-
ter Wang Yi told a briefing 
today that Beijing would 
make a “necessary re-
sponse” to the launch, but 
said consensus would be 
needed on any fresh set of  
sanctions.

Cox’s Bazar, August 30 (PTI/AP): The 
International Organisation for Migration 
said today that 18,000 Rohingya Muslims 
have fled fresh violence in Myanmar and 
crossed into Bangladesh, with “hundreds 
and hundreds” stranded in no man’s land at 
the countries’ border.

Sanjukta Sahany, a spokeswoman for the 
IOM in Cox’s Bazar, on the Bangladesh bor-
der with Myanmar, released the latest figures 
as human rights groups and advocates for the 
Rohingya say the Myanmar army was re-
taliating for attacks by Rohingya militants by 
burning down villages and shooting civilians.

The Myanmar government blames Ro-
hingya insurgents for the violence, including 
the arson. The official death toll in the vio-
lence was 96 as of Sunday, and the actual 
number is likely to be higher.

A majority of  Myanmar’s estimated 1 
million Rohingya live in the northern part 
of Rakhine state, where they have faced per-
secution in the Buddhist-majority country.

Last week, Rohingya insurgents 
launched coordinated attacks against police 
posts, setting off retaliation by government 
forces.

Sahany said the Rohingya crisis was not 
an issue between Myanmar and Bangladesh 

but of international concern.
Ali Hossain, Cox’s Bazar district’s top 

government official, told The Associated 
Press that their resources were under huge 
stress after some 87,000 Rohingya entered 
Bangladesh since October last year and now 
another 18,000 in just one week.

In another development, police said a 
boat carrying an unknown number of Ro-
hingya capsized in the Naf River, leaving at 
least four dead. The boat was trying to enter 
Bangladesh through Shah Porir Island in 
the Bay of Bengal when it sank, said police 
official Main Uddin.

He said they recovered four bodies and 
“most probably” many others were missing.

Also Wednesday, Bangladesh’s border 
guards turned back 171 Rohingya after de-
taining them at different border points over 
the last two days, said Col. S.M. Ariful islam, 
a director of the Border Guard Bangladesh.

He said that border guards provided 
them with food and medicine before pushing 
them back, but it was not clear what hap-
pened to them later. 

Myanmar refuses to recognize Rohingya 
as a legitimate native ethnic minority and 
has denied citizenship and rights to most 
of them.

Geneva, August 30 (PTI/AFP): The UN 
human rights chief said today that President 
Donald Trump’s relentless attacks on the 
media could trigger violence against jour-
nalists, suggesting the US leader would be 
responsible. In a broad condemnation of  
Trump’s conduct in office, Zeid Ra’ad Al 
Hussein said he viewed the US presidency as 
the driver of “the bus of humanity”, accus-
ing Trump of “reckless driving”.

Zeid, the United Nations High Com-
missioner for Human Rights, also blasted 
Trump’s decision to pardon former Arizona 
sheriff  Joe Arpaio, who was convicted of  
criminal contempt last month for illegally 
profiling Hispanic immigrants.

On the media, Zeid voiced particular 
alarm over Trump’s verbal assaults on CNN, 
the New York Times and Washington Post.

According to the rights chief, Trump’s 
assault on the media has emboldened other 
countries to crack down on press freedoms.

He expressed specific concern over 
Trump’s speech in Arizona earlier this 
month in which journalists were condemned 
by the US leader as “dishonest people” who 
“don’t like our country”.

Turning to the pardon for Arpaio, a 
hugely controversial figure intially targeted 
for prosecution by former president Barack 
Obama’s justice department, Zeid said he 
was deeply disturbed by Trump’s decision.

“I had to ask myself the question what 
does this mean? Does the president support 
racial profiling of Latinos in particular? Does 
he support abuse of prisoners? 

Arpaio, who was known to make de-
tainees wear pink underwear to humiliate 
them, housed prisoners in tent camps sur-
rounded by barbed wire, in the scorching 
Arizona desert. The former sheriff  once 
likened the encampment to a concentration 
camp, although he later backed away from 
that remark.

Beijing, August 30 (PTI): China 
has invited Egypt, Kenya, Tajikistan, 
Mexico and Thailand as guest coun-
tries for the upcoming BRICS summit 
but clarified that the invitation is not an 
attempt to expand the group under its 
‘BRICS Plus’ approach.

China will host the BRICS summit 
in Xiamen city from September 3 to 5 
in which leaders of the five countries 
will participate, including Prime Min-
ister Narendra Modi.

“We need to have some further ex-
planation about the BRICS Plus to help 
people better understand the rationale 
of this idea,” Chinese Foreign Minister 
Wang Yi said here, addressing the me-
dia about BRICS (Brazil, Russia, India, 
China and South Africa) summit.

Wang has been floating the ‘BRICS 
Plus’ approach from March this year 

sparking speculation that Beijing is 
mooting the expansion of the emerging 
economies bloc.

Explaining the ‘BRICS Plus’ ap-
proach, Wang said the member coun-
tries have been inviting different coun-
tries during the annual summits of the 
group and referred to India’s decision 
to invite leaders of  BIMSTEC (Bay 
of Bengal Initiative for Multi-Sectoral 
Technical and Economic) for last year’s 
Goa summit in which Bangladesh, 
India, Myanmar, Sri Lanka, Thailand, 
Bhutan and Nepal are members.

Referring to the Goa summit, 
Wang said Chinese President Xi Jin-
ping also attended the dialogue with 
BIMSTEC leaders and respected and 
supported the initiative of Prime Min-
ister Modi.

“That dialogue was very effective,” 

he said, replying to a question seeking 
explanation about China’s ‘BRICS 
Plus’ concept whether it has support 
of all other members as the group takes 
decisions on consensus.

Wang also referred to Russia, Brazil 
and South Africa inviting their neigh-
bouring countries when they hosted the 
BRICS summits. “So actually this has 
been a practice that we have for number 
of years and this time, inspired by the 
experiences of previous BRICS leaders 
meeting, we have invited some coun-
tries for dialogue,” he said, referring to 
the invitation to the five countries.

“Our practice is little bit different, 
we are not just inviting countries in our 
neighbourhood, but also countries from 
all around the world that are interested 
in BRICS mechanism, altogether five 
countries have been invited,” he said.

Houston, August 30 (PTI): Harvey, 
one of the most destructive storms in 
US history battered Texas for the fifth 
day today claiming 30 lives and left 
thousands homeless even as Houston’s 
mayor declared a nighttime curfew 
to prevent looting and opportunistic 
crimes.

Thousands of  emergency rescue 
teams officials remained on their toes, 
helping people affected by the deluge. 
Weather official said parts of  state 
are expected to receive heavy rainfall 
again.

At least 30 people have died in 
storm-related incidents, local officials 
confirmed. The toll could rise as they 
are pursuing reports of people lost in 
the torrential downpours unleashed 
since Friday.

Houston Mayor Sylvester Turner 
imposed an overnight curfew to guard 
against opportunistic crimes as Tropi-
cal Storm Harvey continued to deluge 
southeast Texas.

“There are some who might want 
to take advantage of this situation, so 
even before it gets a foothold in the city, 
we just need to hold things in check,” 
Turner said.

Authorities announced the curfew 
midnight to 5 AM after police ar-
rested a crew of  armed robbers who 
were hijacking vehicles, and officials 
warned residents of people imperson-
ating Homeland Security investigators. 
There also were fears of  looting as 
thousands of houses lay partially sub-
merged and abandoned.

Harvey was gearing up for another 
landfall near the Texas-Louisiana bor-
der. With this landfall expected, the 
devastation and misery could intensify, 
it said.

More than 13,000 people have been 
rescued from flood waters and other 
devastation caused by Tropical Storm 
Harvey in Houston and surrounding 
areas, federal and local authorities in 
Texas said.

One Indian student has died after 

he nearly drowned in a swollen lake in 
the US state of Texas where Hurricane 
Harvey wreaked havoc.

More than 100,000 Indian-Ameri-
cans living in and around Houston have 
also been badly hit by the monstrous 
hurricane.

The Weather Service has issued a 
flash flood emergency its most severe 
flood alert yesterday night, The Wash-
ington Post reported.

The remnants of deadly Hurricane 
Harvey menaced Texas and Louisiana, 
while a reservoir west of  downtown 
Houston spilled over due to record-
shattering rainfall.

Officials in Houston were unable 
to determine the extent of the tragedy 
caused by one of the most destructive 
storms in the US history, authorities 
said.

Texas Governor Greg Abbott said 
Harvey is one of the largest disasters 
America has ever faced and warned 
against expecting anything resembling 
recovery any time soon, or a return to 

the way things were.
“We need to recognise it will be 

a new normal, a new and different 
normal for this entire region,” he said.

Houston, the fourth-largest city 
in the US and the most populous in 
Texas, was still conducting emergency 
operations, with multiple road closures 
and no access to area hospitals for 
ambulances, after Hurricane Harvey, 
a Category 4 storm, made landfall on 
Friday night.

Harvey has since lost its intensity, 
leaving behind a trail of  destruction 
that could take years to overcome.

The National Weather Service 
reported that Houston has already 
received more than 42 inches of rain 
due to Harvey.

Some parts of Louisiana have also 
seen more than a foot of rain, and the 
flash flood warnings were in effect for 
much of the Lake Charles region as the 
rainfall is expected to continue. 

New Orleans is under a tornado 
and flash flood watch until tomorrow.



C
oming to-
gether to raise 
funds for a 
young violin-
ist to pursue 

further studies in Music, 
the Symphony Acad-
emy of Music Kohima 
(SAMK) in association 
with Music Task Force 
(MTF) presented a concert 
titled ‘Emotive Strings’ on 
August 28 at RCEMPA, 
Jotsoma.

The concert featured 
Nourhevilie Khate, a 
violinist; Zubeni Kikon; 
Harmonic Voices Naga-
land; Virie; Neilhoukholie; 
Visahu; Arenungsang and 
Kosapong.

The Symphony Acad-
emy of Music organised 
the concert to raise funds 
for Nourhevilie Khate to 
pursue his second year of  
Masters in Violin Perform-
ance from Trinity Laban 
Conservatoire of Music, 
London.

Nourhevilie Khate em-
barked on the journey of  
playing the violin at the age 
of eight. He was taught, 
instructed and trained 
by Keneilenyü Nagi, R 
Khrielie Kevichüsa and 
Arun Sebastian Rosario, 
including master classes 

from various professors.
The young violin-

ist who completed his 
bachelor of Theology from 
Southern Asia Bible Col-
lege, Bangalore also taught 
in Symphony Academy 
of Music Kohima; Music 
Academy Kohima, Hope 

Centre for Excellence, 
Dimapur and Bangalore 
School of Music. 

He also played for 
India National Youth 
Orchestra; Canada-India 
Youth Orchestra; Indo-
German Youth Orchestra, 
BSM Chamber Orchestra 
and Purple Fusion (a folk 
fusion band from Naga-
land).

At young age as a vio-
linist, Nourhe has won the 
David Menezes National 
Violin competition 2014; 
Grade 8 ABRSM; Fewkes 
Memorial Trophy for best 
candidate, Thumboo-
chetty Violin prize and 
Bangalore’s ABRSM high 
achiever award.

Nourhevilie Khate 
was also one of the two 
Indians to receive the Rumi 
Foundation Great Indian 
Scholarship to study in 
Trinity Laban for the aca-
demic year 2016-17.

EMN
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Chris Pratt, Ann Faris going ahead with divorce
Actors Chris Pratt and Anna Faris have decided to go ahead with their divorce and 
have entered couples’ counselling for the sake of their son Jack. “They are going 
through couples counselling now, which is what you do when you want to divorce 
and there are children involved. It won’t likely change the status, but it could help with 
their future co-parenting,” a source told people.com. The pair, who got married in 
2009, declared in a joint statement on August 6 that their son Jack, 5, would remain 
their priority.  Pratt and Faris’ marriage faced serious problems centered around their 
difficult work schedules and the action star’s growing fame. “Their work separations 
have taken a toll and it is not likely that the marriage can be repaired enough to work 
right now. But there is still love between them,” said the source.  (IANS)

EM Images

Team Project 72 Hrs poses for a photograph for Eastern Mirror on Wednesday while working on their latest project in the heart of Kohima 
town, opposite to NST bus stand. Their current work involves larger than life portraits of Naga warriors. The group began their journey in 2015 
when they pledged to commit at least 72 hours of their time in a year to community service. Their work mainly involves in beautification of 
strategic-yet-not-so-attractive locations in the capital town.

Nourhevilie Khate, the young violinist performing at the ‘Emotive 
Strings’ at Kohima on August 28.

Nasira Khan

Scenes captured at the set during the making of the movie. 

SAMK  and MTF organise charity 
concert for music enthusiast

Team Project 72 Hrs

Kim Kardashian’s Jackie 
Kennedy cover ignite controversy

Kendall, Kylie accused of cultural appropriation

Dimapur girl takes screen dreams 
to country’s film industry 

Reviews: Accolades for Nasira Khan’s work  

Birthday Greetings

R
eality TV stars 
Kendall and 
Kylie Jen-
ner have been 
accused of  

appropriating Chola culture 
through their clothing line.

The accusation has been 
levied at the pair yet again 
after their Kendall + Kylie 
clothing brand released an 
image promoting a plaid 
shirt.

The photograph, which 
has since been removed from 
the account, features a model 
with hoop earrings and her 
hair tied back modelling the 

baggy plaid shirt over a lacy 
bra, reports dailymail.co.uk. 

The part of the image 
causing offence is apparently 
the fact the shirt is only done 
up at the top two buttons 
-- a style that critics claim is 
specific to Hispanic culture.

Immediately the im-
age was hit with multiple 
comments alleging cultural 
appropriation, comparing 
it to the style of ‘cholas’ or 
‘chongas’.

Multiple others labelled 
the sisters ‘culture vultures’ 
and questioned how they 
hadn’t ‘learned’ from their 

previous cultural appropria-
tion controversies, reports 
dailymail.co.uk. 

The image has since been 
taken down, though neither 
Kylie nor Kendall have com-
mented on the backlash. 

Voletta Wallace, the 
mother of Notorious B.I.G., 
was one of those who lashed 
out, calling the sisters ‘dis-
respectful’ and ‘exploitation 
at its worst’. The celebrity 
sisters later issued an apology 
and stopped the sale of the 
T-shirts, vowing to “learn 
from these mistakes”. 

IANS

A
ctress Sandra 
Bullock is 
pitching in to 
help victims 
of Hurricane 

Harvey by donating $1 
million to the Red Cross 
relief  effort.

The relief  organisa-
tion confirmed the news, 
reports people.com. 

“This is an incredible 
gift. We’re so thankful. 
It’s times like this when 
we do receive such an 
incredible amount of  
support. Especially during 
times of  disaster, people 
see what’s happening in 
Texas and our hearts all 
go out to them,” said 
Elizabeth Penni-
man, Vice Presi-
dent of  Com-
munications 

for American Red Cross 
national headquarters. 

“Having someone like 
Sandra Bullock make this 
kind of commitment, it 
helps bring people 
togeth-
er 

and open their hearts and 
be even more generous,” 
Penniman added. 

The star, who is a 
long-time supporter of  
the American Red Cross 
and has a home in Texas, 
is encouraging others to 
help those devastated by 
flooding and destruction 
caused by Harvey along 
the state’s gulf  coast.

Bullock says the 
disaster should bring all 
Americans together. 

“There are no politics 
in eight feet of water. 
There are human beings 
in eight feet of water,” the 
star said. 

IANS

K
im Kardashi-
an’s photo-
shoot for a 
magazine 
where she 

is channelling Jacqueline 
Kennedy has not gone 
down well with a lot of  
people.

The latest shoot done 
by Steven Klein for the In-
terview magazine, features 

the reality star sporting 
Kennedy’s popular coiffed 
‘do, round collar dress and 
long white gloves.

The magazine ad-
dresses Kim as “America’s 
New First Lady”.

The cover also features 
her daughter North West, 
clad in a Peter Pan collar 
dress.

Many on social media 

expressed disappointment 
over the comparison to 
style icon Kennedy.

One follower left a 
comment on Interview 
magazine’s Instagram, 
writing, “Don’t you 
dare disrespect Jackie 
Kennedy like this.” 
Another added, “Jackie 
is turning in her grave 
at this garbage.” Some 
Instagram users also 
pointed out Kardashian’s 
darker complexion, with 
one asking, “I’m not sure 
what’s worse... THIS or 
black face?” 

The Kardashians were 
previously called “Amer-
ica’s First Family” on the 
cover of Cosmopolitan’s 
November 2015 issue, 
which caused outrage on 
the internet then.

PTI

will be directing her first short film 
soon. She has written scripts for vari-
ous corporate also and is currently 
focusing on producing her latest film 
‘Black.’ The film is based on the 
recent outrage on the African com-
munity in Delhi. The film will be shot 
in September. For this project, she is 

looking for funders to collaborate on 
the project.  In addition to producing 
and writing films mainly for Hindi 
language audience, she has aspiration 
to work with local filmmakers from 
Nagaland and Northeast India to 
promote regional cinema.    

EMN

D
imapur native Nasira 
Khan is taking her 
dreams to the big 
screen. Khan, who hails 
from Nagaland’s com-

mercial district, has begun foraying 
into the movie industry as a film pro-
ducer. She currently resides in Delhi 
and has co-founded a Delhi-based 
production house called ‘The Film 
Company,’ with associate Tarun Jain.  

Khan’s first short film ‘Aakhir’ 
(At Last), directed by Tarun Jain, has 
been to over 42 festivals across the 
world. It has bagged six awards in 
various categories. Aakhir made its 
television debut on an exclusive chan-
nel in the US. After achieving recogni-
tion, it was distributed for Europe, 
Africa, and the Middle East. 

Further, the short film has been 
acquired by a US-based aggregator for 
VOD platforms and as an exclusive 
for the French market too. It will 
also be available for the south Asian 
television starting this September. 
Besides distributing her films, she has 
also collaborated with other various 
filmmakers to distribute their films in 
the international markets and various 
festivals. 

That is not all. ‘Amma meri’ 
(Mother), also directed by Tarun Jain, 
is her second short film. It made its 
premiere at the IDSFFK in Kerela, 
followed by a special screening at the 
Institute of Cervantes at Delhi. 

The film was also part of a pres-
tigious funding program. It received 
special mention in trending film 
reviews. 

Besides producing films, Nasira 
Khan is also a screen writer who 

Meenakshi Shedde, a festival 
programmer and curator for various 
festivals in India, has recommended 
‘Amma meri’ to the prestigious Ber-
lin Film Festival. For this project, 
the sound was designed by Shajith 
Koyeri, who designed sound for 
Vishal Bharadwaj’s films. 

Shajith has won a National 
Award for Omkara and a Filmfare 
Award for Talwar. His recent suc-
cess was Dangal. 

Rajat Kapoor of the Dil chahta 
hai fame, said he loved the opening 
shot and is ‘a film of great poten-

tial.’ 
Sreekar Prasad, a 10-time 

National Award winning film editor 
who has worked for films such as 
Hindi Medium, Dil Chahta hai, 
Raavan, Talwar etc said, ‘This film 
will be appreciated wherever it goes. 
My best wishes to the team.’ 

Likeiwse, Bela Negi, a four-
time member of  jury for the Na-
tional Awards commented, ‘This 
is a lovely film. Much impressed 
by the restrained style. It brings 
alive a bleak world very beauti-
fully.’

Lima….
 Precious day of  

yours blessed born day. 
As you are the icon of the 
family. May God bless you 
and over come every walks 
of your life. Wishing and 
always pray for your bright 
future and good health. 
Happy Birthday Lima…!!!

Yours,
Grandpa, Mum, Dad, 

Uncle, Aunt, Christina, 
Rachel and little Gracy, 

Along, Toshi & loved 
ones

Sandra Bullock donates $1 million 
to Hurricane Harvey relief efforts
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West Indies’ Shai Hope and Shane Dowrich celebrate their win against England.

Sharjeel Khan was banned for five years.

PTI
India’s Virat Kohli and Mahendra Singh Dhoni  during a practice session 
ahead of the 4th ODI match against Sri Lanka, in Colombo on Tuesday.

AP/PTI
Roger Federer, of Switzerland, returns a shot to Frances Tiafoe, of the United States, during the U.S. Open 
tennis tournament on Tuesday in New York.
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Hope abounds as West Indies 
bask in glorious victory

Federer survives Tiafoe scare to advance at the U.S. Open

A ‘triple hundred’ for Dhoni as India look to consolidate lead

PCB bans cricketer Sharjeel Khan for five years

London, August 30 (Reu-
ters): Even the most diehard 
Yorkshireman might have 
found it impossible to sup-
press a smile as West Indies 
celebrated a stunning five-
wicket victory over England 
in the second test on Tuesday.

At Headingley, a ground 
steeped in test match folklore, 
West Indies breathed new life 
into the five-day format with 
a performance that rocked 
the cricketing world and will 
hopefully help rekindle pas-
sion for the sport in the Car-
ibbean.

From no-hopers the week 
before at Edgbaston when 
they lost 19 wickets in one 
day to crumble to an innings 
and 209 run defeat inside 
three days, West Indies made 
322 for five in their second in-
nings this week to complete a 
remarkable turnaround.

A first test victory in 17 
years on English soil will 
not prove an instant cure for 
the sad decline in a nation 

once blessed with greats such 
as Viv Richards, Malcolm 
Marshall, Michael Hold-
ing and Brian Lara. But the 
sport should keep its fingers 
crossed that it could prove a 
catalyst for a new generation, 
according to former England 
captain Ian Botham.

“What test cricket needs 
is a vibrant West Indian 
team. They bring everything 
- the colour, the party at-
mosphere,” he said. “After 
being totally embarrassed at 
Birmingham, something they 
would have been devastated 
about, Windies managed to 
pick themselves up. It was 
great to watch and for Wind-
ies to show guts like that was 
a top performance.”

Turnaround
In the days leading up to 
the second test, some Brit-
ish pundits even suggested 
playing West Indies was the 
worst possible preparation 
for the forthcoming Ashes 
series - such was the feeble 

nature of  Jason Holder’s 
young team. The only ques-
tion, it seemed, was whether 
the visitors could last longer 
than three days.
Instead, stung by the criti-
cism, West Indies harnessed 
their undoubted skills into 
a cohesive unit and in Shai 
Hope, Kraigg Brathwaite, 
Holder, Jermaine Blackwood 
and Shannon Gabriel proved 
the heart of  Caribbean crick-
et still beats strong.
Hope, the 23-year-old Barba-
dian, became the first player 
to score two centuries in the 
same match at Headingley 
- his second unbeaten effort 
of  118 guiding his side home 
on a compelling fifth day 
when the visitors reached a 
formidable target on a turn-
ing pitch. Young opener 
Brathwaite followed his 134 
in the first innings with a 
composed 95 in the second, 
while the likes of  Roston 
Chase and the unpredict-
able Blackwood rose to the 

Mirror Cross word 1580
ACROSS
1.  Defensive nuclear weapon
4.  God of fire (Hindu)
8.  A column of light (as from a 

beacon)
12.  After B
13.  Regretted
14.  Communication
15.  About proboscis
17.  Hurry
18.  Coating for wood or metal
19.  Soil
21.  Services
23.  __ Camacho, former Mexican 

President
26.  Copycat
29.  Attaches to something or 

holds something in place
31.  A way to thrust
32.  Whines
33.  Sun up in New York
34.  Cloisonne
36.  Low, sideless cart
37. De Mille (dancer)
38.  Spoken in Sulu archipelago
40.  Abreast
42.  __ Karsavina, Nijinski’s 

partner
46.  A way to play
48.  Cause
50.  Yellow edible Indian fruit
51.  Among the largest bony fish
52.  They think algorithms
53.  Griffith, Rooney
54.  Compartments
55.  Beam out 
DOWN
1.  An inflammatory disease 

involving the oil glands of the 
skin

2.  Any of various leguminous 
plants grown for their edible 
seeds and pods

3.  Flat tableland with steep 

edges
4.  French river
5.  Skilled in deception or 

skillful in deceiving
6.  Clear
7.  Romantic interlude
8.  Act
9.  Investigator
10.  Swiss river
11.  Woman (French)
16.  An Asian river between 

China and Russia
20.  Cereal

22.  Trade
24.  Queen of Sparta
25.  Showily imitative of art or 

artists
26.  The extent of a 

2-dimensional surface 
enclosed within a 
boundary

27.  Sudden sharp painful 
emotion

28.  Gave off 
30.  In a decorous way
32.  Monetary unit

35.  Just
36.  Fallow deer
39.  Gnawers
41.  Uterus
43.  Attar
44.  Cape near Lisbon
45.  An organization of 

military land forces
46. Cloth
47. __ Ling, Chinese mountain 

range
49. Chiefly perennial grasses 

of cool temperate regions

sud0ku 1420
Every Sudoku has a unique solution that can be 
reached logically. Enter numbers into the blank 
spaces so that each row, column and 3x3 box 
contains the numbers 1 to 9.

solutions to sud0ku 1419

solutions to Crossword 1579

New York, August 30 
(Reuters): World number 
three Roger Federer sur-
vived a first-round scare 
from Frances Tiafoe be-
fore grinding out a 4-6 6-2 
6-1 1-6 6-4 victory over the 
American teenager in front 
of  a raucous crowd at the 
U.S. Open on Tuesday.

Federer looked more 
relieved than overjoyed 
when Tiafoe’s forehand 
found the net on match 
point to keep his hopes 
of  a 20th grand slam title 
alive.

“We had a good fight,” 
Federer said in an on-court 
interview. “It was exciting 
and this is why I came to 
New York, to go through 
these emotions,” he said 
with a laugh.

The 19-year-old Tia-
foe broke Federer in the 
first game of  the match 
and bellowed out a loud 
“Come on!” when his fore-
hand winner found the line 
to capture the opening set.

Federer, who has won 
this  year’s  Austral ian 
Open and Wimbledon 
since taking a six-month 
break last year, soon found 
his groove once he broke 
Tiafoe to take a 3-1 lead 
in the second set  and 

occasion with vital 
contributions.
In the end, when 
Hope clipped Woakes 
off  his pads to claim 
the victory it was 
with something to 
spare - a scenario un-
thinkable when play 
began in the morning 
with James Anderson 
and Moeen Ali ex-
pected to rip through 
the West Indies order. 
Another former Eng-
land skipper, Michael 
Vaughan,  led the 
praise.

”From the week 
at Edgbaston to now 
I’ve never seen such a 
turnaround in sport,“ 
he told the BBC. 
”This is a high class 
England side on the 
back of  beating South 
Africa, on English 
conditions, but they 
were out-thought and 
out-played. “(I’m) 
Delighted for West 
Indies cricket.”

Vaughan believes 
that in Hope, West 
Indies have a player 
who they can build a 
side around. “Hope 
was up against two of  
England’s greatest in 
Anderson and (Stu-
art) Broad, the ball 
was hooping around, 
but he hung in and 
fought. The maturity 
they showed was in-
credible. I don’t think 
I’ve seen a last-day 
chase so cool.”

Michael Ather-
ton, who as England 
captain once suffered 
at the hands of  West 
Indies’ fabled attack, 
called the perform-
ance a resurrection. 
“From the depths of  
despair came a star-
ling renaissance,” he 
said.

Colombo,  August  30 
(PTI): Mahendra Singh 
Dhoni will be cynosure 
of  all eyes as he gears up 
for his 300th ODI with a 
marauding India ready to 
tighten the noose around 
beleaguered Sri Lanka in 
the penultimate encounter 
of  the five-match series, 
here tomorrow.

And there is a good op-
portunity for the former In-
dia captain to come up with 
a memorable performance 
in his milestone match since 
Sri Lanka have hardly come 
aross as respectable rivals in 
the lop-sided series.

Considered one of  the 
greatest finishers in 50-over 
cricket, Dhoni will join In-
dia’s elite ‘Club 300’, which 
has Sachin Tendulkar (463), 
Rahul Dravid (344), Mo-
hammed Azharuddin (334), 
Sourav Ganguly (311) and 
Yuvraj Singh (304).

Dhoni should be in fine 
fettle after playing a signifi-
cant role in bailing out the 

team in back-to-back tricky 
chases against the hosts, 
slowly falling apart.

The unbeaten knocks of  
45 and 67 under pressure is 
a proof  that he is still not 
finished and his eyes are 
firmly set on the 50-over 
World Cup of 2019.

From being a world 
class finisher to playing 
a second fiddle to Rohit 
Sharmas and Bhuvneshwar 
Kumars, Dhoni has added 
another dimension to his 
game. Although one can’t 
dismiss the fact that a rag-
tag Sri Lankan bowling 
attack, save mystery spinner 
Akila Dananjaya, has failed 
to keep up the pressure on 
Dhoni and Co. after making 
initial inroads.

The ser ies  a l ready 
sealed with an unassail-
able 3-0 lead, Virat Kohli’s 
next aim would be to give a 
chance to players who have 
only warmed the bench-
es so far such as Kuldeep 
Yadav, Manish Pandey, 

Ajinkya Rahane and Shar-
dul Thakur.

Kohl i  h imsel f  had 
a couple of  low scoring 
games and he would look 
to get back to scoring some 
more runs along with KL 
Rahul, who has not exactly 
looked comfortable in an 
unfamiliar No. 4 position.

The only man who 
would feel a bit of pressure 
is Kedar Jadhav after suc-
cessive ducks. More than 
the two blobs, what will 
bother the Jadhav is the fact 
that he is unable to read 
Dananjaya’s deliveries.

In the first match, he 
was fooled by a googly and 
in the second match, he 
misread the length, trying to 
go for a sweep shot.

It will be interesting if  
the team management de-
cides to give Pandey a go 
instead of Jadhav. The only 
thing that can save him is 
his flat off-breaks, which 
gives Kohli an additional 
bowling option. Jadhav has 

Karachi, August 30 (IANS): Pa-
kistan batsman Sharjeel Khan has 
been banned from all forms of  
cricket for five years for his role in 
the spot-fixing scandal that affected 
the Pakistan Super League (PSL) 
earlier this year.

According to an espncricinfo 
report, Sharjeel was found guilty 
of  five major charges of  breaches 
of  the PCB’s anti-corruption code.

Sharjeel could attempt a return 
to cricket in August 2019 as two-
and-a-half  years out of  the five-year 
sentence are suspended.

Sharjeel, who could have faced 
a potential ban between five years 
and life, was given the minimum 
punishment on all charges.  Shar-
jeel’s lawyer, Shaigan Ijaz, said they 
would appeal against the ban.

reeled off  nine of  the next 
10 games. However, his 
poor form returned in a 
23-minute fourth set when 
his serve and the accuracy 
of  his trusty one-handed 
backhand completely de-
serted him. Federer said 
Tiafoe could go on to have 
a big career.

“He is a great player 
and has a bright future 
ahead of  him,” he said of  

the 19-year-old.
Despite coming away 

with the win, the shaky 
performance raises ques-
tions about the health of  
the 36-year-old Swiss, 
who sat out the Cincinnati 
Masters earlier this month 
with back pain.

He acknowledged that 
he was worried about his 
back going into the match 
but said he felt “much, 

much better”.
“This win will give me a 

lot of  confidence,” he said. 
Due to rain, the speedy 
2-hour and 35-minute five 
setter was played under 
the closed roof  of  Arthur 
Ashe Stadium, which am-
plified the volume of  the 
rowdy crowd. Federer next 
meets either Slovenian 
Blaz Kavcic or Russian 
Mikhail Youzhny.

picked three wickets in the 
series so far.

Pa c e r  T h a k u r  h a s 

looked sharp in the nets but 
Bhuvneshwar Kumar and 
Jasprit Bumrah have only 

played three matches and 
would not like to take rest.

The India captain has 
already hinted that he wants 
to rotate players and china-
man Kuldeep may get a 
look-in. In that case, either 
Yuzvendra Chahal or Axar 
Patel will make way.

While India have some 
‘happy problems’ to deal 
with, Sri Lanka are in deep 
trouble, trying to field a 
potent first XI. To begin 
with, the selection com-
mittee headed by Sanath 
Jayasuriya has resigned. Sri 
Lanka Cricket has accepted 
their resignation.

However, they will con-
tinue to hold office until the 
end of this series but there 
will be intense spotlight 
on their selection decisions 
as has been the case for a 
while now.

Lack of consistency has 
been a key element of  this 
Jayasuriya-led committee’s 
selection process. They have 
picked 40 players in ODIs in 

the past year alone, and the 
same merry-go-round can 
be foreseen ahead of  this 
fourth match as well.

Dinesh Chandimal has 
been ruled out of the series 
with a hairline fracture on 
his right thumb after endur-
ing a hit in the previous 
ODI. To add to their head-
ache, stand-in skipper Cha-
mara Kapugedara has been 
ruled out of the remainder 
of the series as well, owing 
to an aggravated back injury 
(he received medical atten-
tion whilst batting during 
the third ODI). Lasith Mal-
inga will lead the side in the 
fourth ODI, with suspend-
ed captain Upul Tharanga 
expected to handle the reins 
in the final ODI on Septem-
ber 3 as well as the solitary 
T20I on September 6.

Dhananjaya de Silva 
and Dilshan Munaweera 
have been added to the 
squad as covers. They also 
have Thisara Perera and 
Wanindu Hasaranga on the 

bench. Whether the back-
to-the-wall, volatile situ-
ation inspires a fightback 
remains to be seen though.
Teams:
India: Virat Kohli (c), 
Shikhar Dhawan, Rohit 
Sharma, KL Rahul, Manish 
Pandey, Ajinkya Rahane, 
Kedar Jadhav, MS Dho-
ni (wk), Hardik Pandya, 
Axar Patel, Kuldeep Yadav, 
Yuzvendra Chahal, Jasprit 
Bumrah, Bhuvneshwar Ku-
mar, Shardul Thakur.
Sri Lanka: Lasith Malinga 
(c), Dhananjaya de Silva, 
Dilshan Munaweera, La-
hiru Thirimanna, Angelo 
Mathews, Niroshan Dick-
wella (wk), Kusal Mendis, 
Mil inda Sir iwardana, 
Malinda Pushpakumara, 
Akila Dananjaya, Lakshan 
Sandakan, Thisara Per-
era, Wanindu Hasaranga, 
Dushmantha Chameera, 
Vishwa Fernando, Upul 
Tharanga (for fifth ODI).
Match starts at: 
2.30pm IST.
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KOHIMA FOOTBALL LEAGUE 

Ziekezou SC are champions of KFLBangladesh stun Australia 
with historic Test win

Bembem Devi accorded a hero’s welcome

ANFKA honours Sifu Zhenito Awomi

mVTo football 
tourney from sept 26

Selection for catch 
'em young on Sept 9

Uruguay leave door open for Suarez to play against Argentina Kuniho Memorial 
U-17 Football 
tournament

5 AR organise friendly 
volleyball match

9 AR organise friendly 
basketball match 

Oinam Bembem Devi with her award after landing in Imphal on 
Wednesday, August 30.

EM Images

Jonathan Koso of United FC and Rhitso Mero (blue) of New Market FC vying for the ball during their KFL 
match at Kohima local ground on Wednesday.

EM Images

Bangladesh's cricket team captain Mushfiqur Rahim, second left, and his teammates celebrate their 
victory against Australia during the fourth day of their first test cricket match in Dhaka, Bangladesh 
on Wednesday.

AP/PTI

Our Correspondent
Ko h i m a ,  A u g u s t  3 0 
(EMN): Ziekezou SC are 
the champions of  Kohima 
Football League thanks 
to New Market FC’s 2-1 
win against United 16 on 
Wednesday.

New Market FC domi-
nated the game and looked 
in complete control at 2-0, 
but United pulled one back 
in the extra time to make it 
2-1 at the end of  the final 
whistle. 

T h e  r e s u l t  m e a n s 
Ziekezou SC wins the KFL 
with 12 points on better 
goal difference (+10) with 
a game remaining against 
bottom place Power Comm 
FC on Thursday.  A win or 
loss on the last day will not 
make any impact on the 
points tally for Ziekezou 
SC unless Power Comm 
scores more than eight 
goals to give New Market 
the title.

While New Market win 
will put them in the second 
place of  the Kohima Foot-
ball League with 12 points 
(+3 goal differences). Unit-
ed 16 FC and Khriekesa 
FC are in the 3rd and 4th 
position respectively at the 
end of  the Kohima Foot-
ball League season.  

In a one sided match, 
Achamo Shitio opened the 
account for New Market 
through a spot kick con-
version in the 28th min-
ute, after Rhitso Mero was 

brought down by a de-
fender inside the area, the 
referee awarded a penalty 
and Achamo Shitio con-
verted the penalty.

With a goal lead, New 
Market didn’t defend but 
started the counter attack 
in the second half  and re-
sulted in another penalty 
after the defender conceded 
a penalty for a fault against 
Achamo Shitio, and Chisie 
Nyusou converted the pen-
alty in 61st minute to be-
come the highest scorer of  

Kohima Football League 
with 7 goals from 7 match-
es. 

Beshang pulled one 
back in the extra time but 
it was too late for the team 
as New Market held on for 
the win. 

During the match, three 
yellow cards were awarded 
to Chisie Nyusou, Long-
shebemo Tungoe of  New 
Market FC and Hekato of  
United 16 FC.

Kev i thu to  Sophie, 
AIG Supply, PHQ was the 

match patron for the day.
The Kohima Town 

Club informed that Ko-
hima Football  League 
Trophy-cum-KTC Cup 
2017 will be held from Sep-
tember 1 from 1:30 pm 
onwards at Kohima local 
ground.K.Neibou Sekhose, 
president, Kohima district 
football Association will 
grace the occasion as the 
special invitee.

Thursday’s match 
Ziekezou SC vs Power 
Comm FC at 3pm

Our Correspondent
Imphal, August 30 (EMN): 
Oinam Bembem Devi, the 
flag bearer of Indian women's 
football for over the past two 
decades was accorded a hero’s 
welcome when she returned 
home after receiving the pres-
tigious Arjuna Award, on 
Wednesday.

A large number of  foot-
ball lovers, her near and dear 
ones and family members who 
came in two and four wheelers 
to welcome Bembem on her 
arrival at Imphal International 
airport and drove to her Pi-
shum Oinam Leikai residence 
in Imphal.

Now after over 20 years 
of  contribution to the sport, 
Bembem,a resident of Pishum 
Oinam Leikai in Imphal has 
become the second Indian 
woman footballer to win the 
Arjuna Award, after Shanti 
Mullick, the former national 
team captain who won the ac-
colade back in 1983.

Awarded by the Ministry 
of  Youth Affairs and Sports, 
Government of India, the ac-
colade consists of a cash prize 
of  INR 500,000/- a bronze 
statue of Arjuna and a scroll.

Speaking to media on her 
arrival, she said she was happy 
for the honour. She also ex-
pected that the state players 
will bring more such awards 
in future. Bembem who is 
presently serving in Manipur 
police made her international 
debut in 1995 as an industrious 
midfielder and bowed out on 
a high after winning the SAF 
Games Gold Medal in Shil-
long in February 2015.

She has hence been close-
ly associated with All India 
Football Federation (AIFF) 
for spreading awareness about 
women's football in India and 
is actively involved as a scout 
and Brand Ambassador for 
FIFA Live Your Goals, India. 
Earlier she was also awarded 
the AIFF Woman Footballer 
Award twice, in 2001 and 
2013. AIFF President Praful 
Patel congratulated Bembem 
on her achievement. Bembem 
is the 25th footballer to have 
won the Arjuna Award, the 
last being Subrata Paul in 
2016. This time Manipur 
has produced two Arjuna 
Awardees.The other awardee 
was the boxer Laishram De-
vendro.

Dhaka, August 30 (AFP): 
Bangladesh Wednesday 
registered their first-ev-
er win over Australia in 
Test cricket, beating Steve 
Smith's men by 20 runs in 
a thrilling match in Dhaka.  

All-rounder Shakib Al 
Hasan took 5-85 to help the 
hosts dismiss Australia for 
244 shortly into the second 
session on the fourth day.

David Warner top-
scored with 112 for the 
tourists, who were chasing 
a victory target of  265 after 
dismissing the hosts for 221 
in their second innings.

Shakib lived up to his 
billing as the world's num-
ber one Test all-rounder, 
finishing with a match haul 
of  10 wickets with his left-
arm spin and making 84 in 
Bangladesh's first-innings 
total of  260.

Australia -- who are 
touring Bangladesh for 
the first time in more than 
a decade -- are currently 
ranked fourth to Bangla-
desh's lowly ninth in ICC 
Test rankings.

They appeared to be 
coasting towards their fifth 
consecutive Test win over 
the minnows when Warner 
and Smith resumed the day 
on 109 for two.

Warner, who was un-
beaten on 75 overnight, 
reached his 19th Test cen-
tury off  121 balls with two 
runs off  spinner Taijul Is-
lam.

But Shakib brought 
Bangladesh back into the 
game, dismissing both 
Warner and Smith (37) to 
put pressure on the tourists.

Pat Cummins hit a val-
iant 33 not out after Shakib 

bowled Glenn Maxwell 
(14) off  the first ball of  
the second session, leav-
ing Australia tottering on 
199-8.

Cummins hit  three 
fours and two sixes to bring 
his side achingly close to a 
win, but Shakib's spin part-
ner Taijul brought the cur-
tain down on the innings 
with his dismissal of  Josh 
Hazlewood for nought.

Hazlewood, who was 
already nursing an injury, 
has been ruled out of  the 
second and final Test of  
the series.

- 'A great feeling' -
Prime Minister Sheikh 

Hasina, who was watching 
from the stands, waved the 
nation's flag as the jubilant 
players embraced and cel-
ebrated their historic win.

"It's a great feeling beat-

ing Australia, and I think 
it was a great effort by the 
boys, especially Shakib," 
said captain Mushfiqur 
Rahim of  his all-rounder, 
who was named man of  
the match.

"Our  pe r fo r mance 
in home conditions has 
been pretty consistent and 
against England also we 
were very close in the first 
Test and we beat them in 
the second Test.

"That's the belief  we 
had and also our spinners 
did a great job," he added, 
saying Bangladesh would 
now be looking to seal the 
series.

A dejected Smith said 
his men could have per-
formed better with the bat 
in the first innings when 
they scored 217, since the 
bounce and spin proved es-
pecially devilish the second 
time around.

"It was a great Test 
match. Credit to Bangla-
desh, the way they played," 
he said.

"The first innings, I 
thought the partnership be-
tween Shakib and Tamim 
really set the game up for 
them. I thought we fought 
back really nicely after that.

"We probably let our-
selves down a bit in the first 
innings with the bat. We 
probably needed to make a 
few more there."

Austral ia  have not 
played a Test in Bangladesh 
since Ricky Ponting's team 
visited in 2006, six years af-
ter Bangladesh were grant-
ed Test status. They were 
due to play two Tests in the 
country in October 2015 
but the tour was cancelled 
amid security fears after a 
wave of  attacks by Islamist 
extremists in the Muslim-
majority nation.

The second Test will be 
played in Chittagong from 
September 4-8.

Dimapur,  August  30 
(EMN): The All Naga-
land Kung-Fu Association 
(ANKFA) observed the 
national sports day on Tues-
day, August 29 at its found-
er Sifu Zhenito Awomi's 
residence at Burma Camp 
Veterinary colony Dimapur 
stated a press note.

Along with the national 
sports day, Sifu Zhenito 
Awomi was also honoured 
for his achievement as the 
grand master of  All India 

Kung-Fu Arts. Sifu Awomi 
took up the martial arts as 
a profession in 1975 and 
trained in Myanmar and 
continues to promote mar-
tial arts with the aim and 
objective to promote the art 
and train the young Nagas 
so as to protect and disci-
pline themselves.

The ANFKA is also 
scheduled to host the All In-
dia Kung-Fu championship 
2017 from November 28 to 
30 added the note.

Dimapur,  August  30 
(EMN): 5 Assam Rifles 
under the aegis of  Head-
quarters IGAR (North) or-
ganised a friendly volleyball 
match with the local youths 
of  Sitemi village with the 
motto on ‘Drug Free Na-
galand on August 28, 2017. 

The match was organ-
ised to extend an opportu-
nity to the locals to show-

case their talent in sports, 
provide motivation to tal-
ented players and inspire 
the youths to a lead drug 
free healthy life. The match 
was played between team 
of  local youths of  Sitemi 
Village and troops of 5 As-
sam Rifles which concluded 
with distribution of  prizes, 
refreshments and informal 
interaction.

Dimapur,  August  30 
(EMN): The Medziphema 
Village Youth Organisation 
(MVTO) in a press note stat-
ed that it will be organising 
a football tournament from 
September 26 to October 6, 
2017 under the theme “Ever 
towards Our Goal”.

The inaugural function 
of the tournament will begin 
at 10:00 am on September 
26. Dr. Kevingulie Khro, 
Retired Additional Director, 
Medical Services, Govern-
ment. of Nagaland, has con-
sented to grace the inaugural 
function as the chief  guest 

while Neikhonyü Kuotsu, 
Chairman, Medziphema 
Village Council will grace 
the closing function as the 
guest of honour on the Octo-
ber 6. In this regard, MVYO 
invites all the villages and 
towns under Medziphema 
Sub- Division to participate 
in this tournament with its 
football team representing 
its village/ town. 

Entry forms, tourna-
ment brochure and other 
necessary information will 
be available at M/s Moon 
Store, Beneath Allahabad 
Bank, Medziphema Town.

Dimapur, August 30 (EMN): 
The District Sports Officer (DSO) 
Mon has informed that, the Mon 
District Level selection to partici-
pate in the 10th Inter-Nagaland, 
“Catch Them Young Tourna-
ment” (U-14 years for both boys 
and girls) slated to be held at IG 
stadium, Kohima from September 
13 to 15 2017, will be conducted 
on September 9 at Mon local 
ground. This was stated in a press 
note
The disciplines are as follows:
1) Badminton Singles/ Doubles 
(both Boys and Girls)
2) 100 meters/ 200 meters/ Cross 
country race (both boys and girls).

Interested players are hereby 
requested to collect the form by 
producing their AADHAAR card 
from the DSO office, Mon Town 
on or before September 7 it stated.

Montevideo, August 30 (IANS): 
Luis Suarez could be fit to play 
for Uruguay in their World Cup 
qualifiers against Argentina and 
Paraguay, according to national 
team coach Oscar Tabarez.

The Barcelona striker has not 
played since suffering trauma to his 
right knee in the Catalan side's 0-2 
loss to Real Madrid in the second 
leg of  their Spanish Super Cup on 
August 16, reports Xinhua news 
agency.

But Suarez was last week given 
permission by Barcelona to con-
tinue his recovery with Uruguay's 
national team and Tabarez has 
refused to rule out the 30-year-old.

Uruguay will play Argentina 
in Montevideo on Thursday fol-
lowed by a clash with Paraguay in 
Asuncion five days later.

"Suarez arrives tomorrow 
(Wednesday). He is going to con-
tinue his recovery here and we'll 
see then. I haven't had the chance 

to talk to him, I need some time 
to talk with him and we'll await 
his arrival," Tabarez told a news 
conference on Tuesday. 

"All this came as a conse-
quence of  the good relationship 
between the professionals of  both 

medical teams and because the 
player showed some good signs in 
his recovery work.

"It was decided that instead of  
continuing his recovery in Barce-
lona he will do that in Montevideo. 
Everything else is just speculation 
and it is inconvenient to speculate. 
"We must always look at the real-
ity of  the situation and there are 
some aspects that we still don't 
know. I cannot even compare this 
situation with other situations Luis 
has gone through previously where 
he showed an amazing recovery," 
he added.

The Celeste are currently third 
in the South American zone World 
Cup qualifying standings with four 
matches remaining. The top four 
teams at the end of  the qualifying 
campaign will earn an automatic 
berth at football's showpiece tour-
nament in Russia next year while 
the fifth-ranked side will book a 
playoff  spot.

Tuesday’s match results 
1st match:  

Chozuba Village  beat 
Sparkle Club 5-2 

2nd match: 
St Andrew School, 

Chetheba beat Yoruba 
Village 5-3  

Wednesday’s match 
results

1st match:  
Brother's FC Chetheba 
beat Kilomi Village 6-0 

1st semi final: 
Chozuba Village beat 
Chozuba Town youth 

association 1-0

Dimapur,  August  30 
(EMN): 9 Assam Rifles 
under the aegis of  HQ 
IGAR (North) organised 
a friendly basketball match 
between 9 Assam Rifles 
team and Chizami town 
youths on August 29, 2017.  
The aim of  the match was 
to nurture the sporting tal-
ent and encourage them to 
participate in constructive 

activities. Chizami youth 
team emerged as the win-
ners. The event concluded 
with prize distribution, 
refreshment and infor-
mal intraction wherein the 
youths brought forth the 
problems being faced by 
them in terms of  employ-
ment and development 
of  local youths and the 
village.

In recognition of the outstanding achievements of  
international woman footballer and Arjuna Awardee 
Oinam Bembem Devi, the State Government has an-
nounced to include the ace woman footballer in the 
State Sports Expert Committee.

This was announced by Youth Affairs and 
Sports Minister Letpao Haokip and Art and Culture 
Minister L Jayantakumar during the grand recep-
tion ceremony of Arjuna Awardee Oinam Bembem 
organised by United Pioneers Club today at Ereima 
Shanglen, Pishumthong Oinam Leikai. 

Speaking at the reception ceremony, sports Min-
ister Letpao Haokip said Oinam Bembem is the pride 
of Manipur and her perseverance has paid dividend. 
Letpao Haokip promised a playground to the locality 
where Oinam Bembem belongs in acknowledgment 
of her outstanding achievement. He further said that 
Bembem would certainly be an inspiration to many 
talented women footballers of the State.

The Minister also lauded the achievements of the 
State sportspersons of the State despite several con-
straints. He further encouraged sportspersons of the 
State to strive for excellence in whatever disciplines 
they have chosen.

The Minister was all praises to the sportspersons 
who made the State known to the world as Sports 
Powerhouse. It was the achievements and strides 
made by the sportspersons that pave the way for a 
National Sports University in Manipur, the Minister 
said.

The reception ceremony was attended by local 
MLA and Art & Culture Minister L. Jayantakumar; 
MLA of Mayang Imphal A/C Shri Kongkham Rob-
indro; Corporator of Ward No. 13 IMC Oinam Ro-
meo, teachers of Oinam Bembem and sports lovers.

Addressing the gatherings, Oinam Bembem, who 
is the second Indian woman footballer to win the 
Arjuna Award after Shanti Mullick (1983), said she 
dedicated the award to the people of the State and to 
all women of the country.

Saying that her focus now would shift to giving 
guides and trainings to women footballers as coach, 
Bembem urged budding women footballers of the 
State to shed any inhibition and take up the sport.

Bembem, who is also known as the flag bearer of  
Indian women's football for over two decades, repre-
sented India in 85 games and scored overwhelming 
32 goals before she finally hanged her boots about 
two years back. 

It may be mentioned that sportspersons from the 
State Oinam Bembem (footballer) and Devendro 
Singh (Boxing) were among few other sportspersons 
of the country who received the prestigious Arjuna 
Award from the President of India Shri Ram Nath 
Kovind yesterday.


