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WEATHER
temperature

min.Max. Max.min.
aizawl 28° 20°

agartala 32° 25°

gangtok 27° 16°

guwahati 33° 26°

imphal 33° 26°

itanagar 30° 21°

shillong 24° 18°

delhi 31° 26°

Kolkata 31° 27°

chennai 31° 27°

 max:  min:
KOHIma 26° 19°
dImapur 32° 26°
 rF:  rH:
KOHIma 9mm 94%
dImapur 7mm 93%
* Rainfall (RF) * Relative humidity (RH)
Temperature in State Capitals

Lovato sings national 
anthem at mayweather vs 
McGregor fight  |  P10
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NPCC leaders with Rahul Gandhi and other AICC officials in Delhi.

2018 state elections: NPCC 
sticks to Rahul Gandhi card 

Bengal govt. not making sincere 
efforts for peace: Gorkha body

Dera violence: 
Toll rises to 38

CBI court to sentence Dera chief tomorrow, Haryana on edge 

Violence in name of faith won't be tolerated: Modi

Swine flu detected in Dimapur 

Yesterday the pastor told the 
congregation all of them are 
responsible for corruption, 
we did not go to church so 

we are totally safe.

BJp and modi make false 
promises only, says Mamta | P9

Happiness is not a goal; 
it is a by-product. 

Eleanor Roosevelt

 Security forces deployed near Dera Sacha Sauda in Sirsa on Sunday.
PTI

Fifty and out as mayweather stops 
brave McGregor |  P12

~ Arien

Dimapur, August 27 
(EMN): Attempts to re-
vive the prospects of  Na-
galand Pradesh Congress 
Committee (NPCC) in 
state politics – currently 
lying in shambles without 
a single representation in 
the assembly – are already 
underway with eyes on the 
coming Nagaland assem-
bly elections scheduled 
early next year.

The Congress in Naga-
land has announced that 
Rahul Gandhi, the vice-
president of  AICC, would 
be coming to Nagaland 

in the “later part of  Octo-
ber” this year to address 
a “state level convention” 
to kick off  “our assembly 
election campaign”. 

The vice-president 
would be accompanied P 
Chidambaram, former un-
ion Finance minister and a 
senior Congress leader, ac-
cording to an NPCC press 
release on Sunday. 

It also informed that 
the NPCC delegates, led 
by president K Therie, 
‘had series of  meeting at 
Delhi to finalise strategies 
for the upcoming assem-

bly elections that is due in 
February/March 2018’. 
“On 18/08/2017, the del-
egates met Congress presi-
dent, Sonia Gandhi and 
had over 30 minute’s dis-
cussion on the action plan 
prepared by NPCC. 

“The PCC delegates 
also met Motilal Vora 
(AICC treasurer), Dr CP 
Joshi (general secretary 
AICC I/c NE states) and 
Dr K Jayakumar (secre-
tary I/c Nagaland) to fine 
tune the action plan that 
incorporated the sugges-
tions and directives of  the 

Congress president”, it 
stated. 

The NPCC team also 
met Rahul Gandhi on Au-
gust 21 last, and had ‘an 
hour long meeting that 
finalised the action strat-
egies for 2018 assembly 
elections’, it stated. 

“The main theme of  
Congress will be to provide 
clean governance with 
zero tolerance towards 
corruption. The party re-
affirms its commitment to 
defend freedom of  faith, 
culture, customs, social 
practices and our land. We 

Chandigarh, August 27 
(IANS): With two more 
people succumbing to 
their injuries, the death toll 
in the violence following 
the conviction of  Dera Sa-
cha Sauda chief  Gurmeet 
Ram Rahim has risen to 
38, Haryana government 
officials said on Sunday.

Out of  these, 32 deaths 
have been reported in 
Panchkula, while six per-
sons have died in Sirsa 
town, where the headquar-
ters of  the sect is located.

Haryana Director Gen-
eral of  Police B.S. Sandhu 
told media here that out 
of  the 38 people, 24 have 
been identified and post-
mortem examination had 
been conducted on the 
bodies.

"These include 11 peo-
ple each from Haryana 
and Punjab, and one each 
from Rajasthan and Utta-
rakhand," he said.

As many as 264 per-
sons were injured, out of  
which only 17 were still 
admitted in the General 
Hospital, Panchkula, in-
cluding three police per-
sonnel.  

Chandigarh/Sirsa, August 
27 (PTI): Haryana was 
on edge today, a day be-
fore the special CBI judge 
pronounces the sentence 
against the maverick Dera 
Sacha Sauda cult chief  
Gurmeet Ram Rahim Sin-
gh, convicted of raping his 
two women followers, in a 
Rohtak jail tomorrow.

CBI court judge 
Jagdeep Singh will be 
flown to Rohtak district jail 
where he would pronounce 
the quantum of sentence 
against Singh, whose con-
viction on Friday saw his 
followers run riot in several 
places in Haryana, Punjab 
and Rajasthan.

Ripples were also felt 
in Delhi and Ghaziabad in 
Uttar Pradesh.

The death toll in vio-
lence and arson that im-
mediately followed the 
conviction of the flamboy-
ant chief of the sect that 
has millions of followers 
in India and abroad, mean-
while, has risen to 38, state's 

will not allow Nagaland to 
be destroyed by commu-
nal forces in connivance 
with regional forces as our 
ancestors were proud war-
riors and have paid with 
their life and blood to pro-
tect them. 

“We do respect people 
of  other faiths and beliefs 
so also, we expect them to 
respect our faith, beliefs 
and way of  life. We will go 
on an extensive campaign 
to call upon the voters of  
the state to vote out the 
BJP-RSS and their com-
fort political parties”, it 
stated. 

The Congress also an-
nounced that it would be 
fielding 60 candidates in 
the elections. “NPCC re-
iterates that Nagaland and 
its people are equal part-
ners in the union of  India 
as provided in the Consti-
tution and therefore shall 
not allow the BJP-RSS to 
hold our people and the 
state to ransom by taking 
advantage of  regional par-
ties who have no principles 
or ideology to withstand 
the onslaught of  their 
communal and divisive 
agenda”.

New Delhi, August 27 (PTI): Talk-
ing tough, Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi today asserted that violence in 
the name of  faith of  any kind won't 
be tolerated and the guilty would be 
punished, in a clear reference to the 
mayhem caused by the followers of  
self-styled godman Gurmeet Ram Ra-
him Singh.

He said nobody has the right to 
take the law into own hands and eve-
rybody will have to bow before the 
law.

Invoking Lord Buddha and Ma-
hatma Gandhi to remind about the 
country's tradition of  non-violence, 
Modi said the Constitution prepared 
by B R Ambedkar provides scope for 
redressal of  all kinds of  grievances 
and justice to all.

"On the one hand, the country is 
in the midst of  celebrating festivals 
and on the other, when news of  vio-
lence from any part of  the country 
comes in, it is only natural of  be con-
cerned," the prime minister said in his 
monthly radio programme 'Mann Ki 
Baat' which he began with this issue.

Though he did not take any names, 
he was clearly referring to the may-
hem caused by the followers of  Ram 
Rahim, chief  of  Dera Sacha Sauda, in 
Haryana after his conviction in a rape 
case on last Friday.

"Ours is the country of  Buddha 
and Gandhi. It is the land of  Sardar 
Patel who gave up his all for the uni-
ty of  the nation. For centuries, our 

forefathers have imbibed community 
values, non-violence, mutual respect 
these are inherent to us," Modi said.

He highlighted the concept of  
'Ahimsa Parmo Dharmah' (non-vio-
lence is the biggest religion).

"From the ramparts of  the Red 
Fort, I had said (in the recent Inde-
pendence Day address) that violence 
in the name of  faith will not be tol-
erated, whether it is communal belief  
systems, whether it is subscribing to 
political ideologies, whether it is alle-
giance to a person or customs and tra-
ditions," the prime minister asserted.

"No one has the right to take the 
law into one's own hands in the name 
of  one's beliefs," he added.

"I want to assure my countrymen 
that people who take the law into 
their own hands and are on the path 
of  violent suppression, whether it is a 
person or a group, neither this coun-
try nor any government will tolerate 
it," he said.

He said everybody will have to 
bow before the law which will "fix 
accountability and the guilty will un-
questionably be punished." 

Followers of  Ram Rahim went on 
the rampage in Panchkula and some 
other parts of  Haryana on last Friday 
after a CBI court convicted him of  
rape in a 2002 case.

During his 30-minute broadcast, 
the prime minister also spoke about a 
number of  other issues like richness 
of  the country's diversity, asked peo-

ple to undertake 'Cleanliness is Ser-
vice' campaign ahead of  the Gandhi 
Jayanti and mentioned about schemes 
like Jan Dhan for empowerment of  
the poor.

In the context of  the upcoming 
'Teacher's Day' on September 5, the 
birthday of  former President Dr.

Radhakrishnan, he suggested 
that people should make a resolve to 
'Teach to Transform, Educate to Em-
power, Learn to Lead'.

Modi pointed out that India has a 
rich cultural heritage, spanning thou-
sands of  years, and in this context, 
talked about the festivals which are 
replete with diversity.

He said India is a land of  diversi-
ties which are not limited to cuisine, 
lifestyle and attire but can be seen in 
every walk of  life.

He hailed Muslim organisation 
Jamiat-Ulema-e-Hind, saying its vol-
unteers had recently cleaned 22 tem-
ples and two mosques affected by 
floods in Gujarat, setting a "fine" and 
"inspiring" example of  unity.

"When we look at our cultural 
traditions, social customs, historical 
events, there would hardly be a day 
left in the year which is not connected 
with a festival," he said.

He said the Indian festivals follow 
the almanac of  nature and there is a 
direct connect with nature. "Many of  
our festivals are linked straightaway 
with farmers and fishermen." 

He mentioned festivals like 'Sam-

vatsari', celebrated by the Jain com-
munity yesterday, as also Ganesh 
Chaturthi, Onam, Navaratri in Gu-
jarat, Durga puja in Bengal and Eid-
ul-Zuha. He extended his greetings to 
the nation regarding these occasions.

"The festival of  Samvatsari is sym-
bolic of  forgiveness, non-violence and 
brotherhood," Modi said.

"'Kshama Veerasya Bhushanam', 
that is, forgiveness is the adornment 
of  the brave. The one who forgives 
is valiant. And Mahatma Gandhi al-
ways said, that forgiveness is the qual-
ity of  great men," Modi said.

He also quoted Shakespeare's play 
'The Merchant of  Venice', saying it 
explained the importance of  forgive-
ness as it spoke about "Mercy is twice 
blest, It blesseth him that gives and 
him that takes". It means the forgiver 
and the forgiven both stand to receive 
divine blessing.

Referring to Ganesh Chaturthi, 
he said this mega festival stands for 
unity, equality, integrity and honesty. 
"My heartiest greetings to all of  you 
on the occasion of  Ganeshotsav," 
Modi said.

Onam, which is mainly celebrated 
in Kerala, showcases the rich cultural 
heritage of  the state and gives the mes-
sage of  love and harmony, awakens 
new hopes and aspirations, and gives 
new confidence to the people, he said.

Festivals like Navaratri in Gujarat 
and Durga puja in Bengal are tremen-
dous tourist attractions, he added.

"In this series of  festivals, Eid-ul-
Zuha will be celebrated in a few days 
from now. Heartiest felicitations and 
best wishes to all countrymen on the 
occasion of  Eid-ul-Zuha," the prime 
minister said.

He said festivals are symbols of  
faith and belief  and in the 'New In-
dia', "we should transform them into 
symbols of  cleanliness as well." 

"Public cleanliness must be insist-
ed upon not just in our homes but in 
our villages, towns, cities, states and 
in our entire country cleanliness has 
to be inextricably linked to our festi-
vals," Modi said.

He asked people to undertake 
'Cleanliness is Service' campaign, 
15 days ahead of  the Gandhi Jay-
anti to mark the third anniversary of  
the launch of  'Swachch Bharat' pro-
gramme.

On the eve of  the third anniversary 
of  the launch of  Jan Dhan Yojna, the 
prime minister also said that 30 crore 
new families have got such accounts 
in which almost Rs 65,000 crore have 
been deposited.

He said banks have conducted 
surveys about how the common man 
has benefitted from Jan Dhan Yojna 
as also from insurance schemes like 
Pradhan Mantri Jeewan Jyoti Bima 
Yojna and Pradhan Mantri Suraksha 
Bima Yojna, from RuPay Card and 
Pradhan Mantri Mudra Yojna and 
these surveys have thrown up "inspir-
ing stories".

Staff Reporter
Dimapur, August 27 (EMN): At least 
one person has been diagnosed as suffer-
ing from swine flu in Dimapur, even as 
health authorities in the state are yet to 
confirm the outbreak. 

Eastern Mirror can confirm that a pa-
tient admitted to the Christian Institute 
of  Health Sciences and Research (CIH-
SR) recently was advised by the doctors 
to undergo a testing process at a lab in 
Assam’s Guwahati, the result of  which 
detected that she was suffering from 
swine flu (H1N1). 

But even after a lapse of  at least 3-4 
days since the diagnose, neither the hos-
pital where she was first admitted nor the 
state health authorities has made the de-

tection public. 
According to the patient’s family 

members, the hospital had told the fam-
ily that it could only declare the outbreak 
if  there was an official declaration of  
the same from the state department con-
cerned. Calls made to health officials of  
Nagaland government as well as CIHSR 
authorities, to confirm this information, 
went unanswered. 

It was also informed that after the 
woman was diagnosed with swine flu at 
Guwahati, some of  her family members 
also sought to undergo tests in Kohima.

But reportedly, the government hos-
pital at Kohima was not even equipped 
with the required tubes to collect sam-
ples/swabs.

Darjeeling, August 27 
(IANS): Accusing the West 
Bengal government of  not 
making "wholehearted ef-
forts" to restore peace in 
the Darjeeling hills, the 
Gorkhaland Movement 
Coordination Committee 
(GMCC) on Sunday said 
neither it nor many hill 
parties had received an in-
vitation for the August 29 
all-party meeting.

The GMCC said it had 
postponed its own meeting 
in Kalimpong on Sunday 

as a result.
The GMCC said it 

could hold a teleconfer-
ence with other hill party 
leaders on the all-party 
meet only if  a letter from 
the government was re-
ceived.

"Despite recognition 
as a stakeholder in the 
Gorkhaland issue by the 
central government, the 
GMCC hasn't received any 
letter from the state gov-
ernment about the talks. 
We cancelled the GMCC 

meeting today (Sunday) 
as we have not been for-
mally invited as yet by the 
state government," GMCC 
Convenor Kalyan Dewan 
told IANS.

Many hill parties like 
Gorkhaland Rajya Nir-
man Morcha (GRNM), 
which are part of  GMCC, 
are awaiting the govern-
ment letter for the August 
29 meeting. "We can wait 
till August 28 noon. It will 
be too late to take any deci-
sion thereafter," he said.

Director General of Police 
B S Sandhu said.

Police have registered 
52 cases in connection with 
the violence which left a 
trail of destruction, particu-
larly in Panchkula and Sirsa 
in Haryana, and arrested 
926 people, Sandhu told a 
press conference in Chan-
digarh.

A multi-layer security 
cordon has been thrown 
around the jail where Singh 
has been lodged, Sandhu 
said.

The jail is located at 
Sunaria, on the outskirts of  
Rohtak city, which resem-
bles a garrison town with 
security pickets all over the 
place. 

The Punjab and Hary-
ana High Court had yester-
day ordered the Haryana 
government to make nec-
essary arrangements at the 
jail where the judge would 
sentence Singh in the 
15-year-old case of sexual 
assault of two sadhvis.

Inspector General of  
Police (Rohtak range) Nav-
deep Virk, who is oversee-
ing security arrangements 
in Rohtak, said there was 
a "complete clampdown" 
on dera centres known as 
(naam charcha ghar) and 

all its functionaries who could 
gather people for creating trouble 
have been put under detention in 
the state.

Sandhu, meanwhile said, Army 
was on standby in Rohtak to meet 
any eventuality.

Section 144 of the Code of  
Criminal Procedure (CrPC) pro-
hibiting assembly of five or more 
persons, and carrying of firearms 
and other weapons is already in 
place in Rohtak.

All educational institutions, 
including government and private 
schools, colleges and other institu-
tions in the entire state, will remain 
closed tomorrow, Additional Chief  
Secretary (Home) Ram Niwas said 
in an official release.

Sandhu said curfew has been 
lifted from all places in Haryana 
barring Sirsa, where the sect is hea-
quartered. Sirsa district administra-
tion relaxed curfew for five hours in 
and around the dera headquarters 

this morning.
There have been no reports of  

violence from anywhere in Hary-
ana and Punjab since yesterday.

Train operations in Punjab 
and Haryana, severely affected by 
violence in two states, have been 
restored, except for the Delhi-
Rohtak-Bathinda section, a railway 
ministry statement said in New 
Delhi.

The security clearance for the 
section is awaited from state au-

thorities, it said.
Mobile internet services 

will remain suspended in 
Haryana and Punjab till 11:30 
am on Tuesday. Internet lease 
lines on the premises of the 
Dera Sacha Sauda headquar-
ters at Sirsa will also be sus-
pended till then, officials said.

Security forces were on 
high alert in Haryana and strict 
vigil was being maintained in 
sensitive districts including 
Panchkula, Sirsa, Rohtak and 
Fatehabad, they said.

At many sensitive places 
in Punjab too, security forces 
conducted flag marches and 
kept a tight vigil in sensitive 
areas. Four rifles, including 
an AK-47, pistols and petrol 
bombs were among the weap-
ons seized from the supporters 
of the sect.

Two cases of sedition have 
been registered against Dera 
followers, police said without 
giving much detail as they 
have to submit a report to the 
high court on Tuesday.

Under attack over the mas-
sive violence, the Haryana 
government had suspended 
Ashok Kumar, the Deputy 
Commissioner of Police in 
Panchkula, saying his "defec-
tive" prohibitory orders al-
lowed the crowd build-up in 
the district.
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IMPORTANT NUMBERS
Women Helpline: 181

DimApUR (STD CoDe: 03862)

Bethesda Ambulance Service                 9615053217, 9615520007

CIHSR 242555, 242533

Police Control Room 7085055050

Dimapur District Hospital 232224

Diphupar PS 7085055032

East PS 7085055030

Faith Hospital 248912, 9436004220

Fire Station (Chumu) 282777

Fire Station (Dimapur) 7085378850, 232201

GRPS 7085055031

Medziphema PS 7085055033

MH (Metro) Hospital 227930/231081

Mobile Unit Commander 7085055046

Nikos Hospital 248285, 232032

Niuland PS 7085088035

Sub-Urban PS 7085055036

Traffic Control -1 7085088038

Traffic Control -2 7085088039

West PS 7085055034

Women Cell 7085055037

Zion Hospital 231864, 224117, 227337

KoHimA (STD Code: 0370)

Bethel Nursing Home 2224202

Chiephobozou PS
Officer-in-Charge

8575045506
8575045516

Childline Kohima 1098

Chiephobozou PS
Officer-in-Charge

8575045506
8575045516

Fire Stations 2222952

IRCS Ambulance Service 2244350

Kezocha PS
Officer-in-Charge

8575045549
8575045538

Khuzama PS
Officer-in-Charge

8575045505
8575045515

NHAK 2222916

North PS
Officer-in-Charge

2222222, 8575045501
8575045510

Oking Hospital 2290080, 2290146

Police Control Room 100/2244279, 8575045500

South PS
Officer-in-Charge

2222111, 8575045502
8575045520

Tseminyu PS
Officer-in-Charge

8575045507
8575045517

Zubza PS
Officer-in-Charge

8575045508
8575045518

moKoKCHUnG (STD Code: 0369)
Chopper Service 8974151974/ 9615776811

Christian Hospital, Impur 2262214

Dr. Imkongliba Hospital 2226216/2226394

Faith Hospital Ambulance 9436004220, 9856051827

Fire Station 2226225

Hope Ambulance Service 8415827895/9856277674

Hotel Metsuben 8014587442/ 2226373

IRCS Ambulance Service 09402993002

Lifeline Ambulance 9436439707/ 9862447893

Mokokchung PS 1 2226241

Power House 2226221/2226293

Sewak Gate PS 2 2226213

Traffic Control 9485232691

Tuli Police Station 9485232693

Women Cell 9485232692

Woodland Nursing Home 2226263

NEwS IN BRIEf

Section of Nyiro range public seen during the meeting at Yanthamo village on August 26.

Sevo and Werozi after their crowning as Mr and Miss 2017 of Salt 
Christian College on August 26.

Deputy Commissioner, Mokokchung, Sushil Kumar Patel, (6th from left) with the NUSU (L) executives and 
other dignitaries during the fresher’s social on August 25.

(R) LRD Director, Hoto Yeptho addressing the participants. Also seen in the picture are the participant at the four-day advanced training on 
groundwater management in Kohima.

Nyiro range public form organisation High power team from 
Arunachal visits State 

NTTC conducts skill 
training programme

NCSU acknowledges 4 NAP

Salt College observes fresher’s meet 

Groundwater management training concludes 

NUSU (L) observes fresher’s meet

KDLSA conducts legal awareness programme

BJP minority cell 
tours Ghaspani areas

Kohima, August 27 
(EMN): Public of  Nyiro 
range comprising of  sev-
en villages under Wokha 
district have officially 
launched a common public 
forum with the nomencla-
ture ‘Nyiro Range Public 
Organisation’ (NRPO) on 
August 26 at Government 
High School in Nyiro Yan-
thamo village. 

NRPO seasonal chair-
man, Yankhosao Ezung, 
speaking during the 
launching programme 
said, Nyiro range public 
have felt the need to have a 
common platform in order 
to have a peaceful coexist-
ence, unity and ushering 
friendship among the seven 
villages. 

Highlighting the objec-
tives of  the organisation, 
Ezung assured that the or-
ganisation would work to-
wards economic the uplift 
to usher in development 
among the seven sister vil-
lages.

He further clarified that 
the organisation doesn’t 

DC Kohima notifies
Deputy Commissioner and District Election Officer, Ko-
hima, Rajesh Soundararajan, has informed that the draft 
list of polling stations for 8 Western Angami AC, 9 Kohima 
Town AC, 10 Northern Angami – I AC, 11 Northern Angami 
– II AC, 14 Southern Angami – I AC and 15 Southern An-
gami – II AC have been published and a copy is available 
for inspection in the Election Branch Office of the DC & 
DEO, Kohima, and also on the notice board. Should there 
be any claims or objections to the draft list, he has asked 
all concerned to submit the same in written on or before 
September 4.

SVGEU holds blood group test 
Seyochung Village Government Employees’ Union (SV-
GEU), Kiphire district, organised a voluntary blood group 
test on August 26. The blood test was performed with con-
sultation and aid from doctors and laboratory technician of 
District Hospital, Kiphire. The test was conducted in order 
to identify blood type from members and to donate in case 
of any emergency.

WEAtHER foRECASt iN otHER DiStRiCtS 
Max Min DP RH Rf

WoKHA - - - - -

ZBt - - - - -

MoN 32 22.4 29 90 15.4

tUENSANG 24 19.4 17.9 82 16.1

MKG 27.4 22.2 22.5 79 9.4

PHEK 26.8 19.8 20.6 93 13.2

KiPHiRE 26 21 23.4 97 5.2

SECHÜ ZUBZA 28.5 20.5 23.1 78 9.4

LoNGLENG 23.6 21.2 15.6 67 Nil

tSEMiNYU 23.2 21 20 83 10

JALUKiE 27 24 21.1 84 90

MANGKoLEMBA 28 24.2 25.5 91 NIl

*Dew Point (DP) *Relative Humidity (RH) * Rainfall (RF)

Source: Department of Soil & Water Conservation, Nagaland 

have any political agenda 
and will not be pressurised 
to work on political interest 
unlike other organisations. 

While observing that 
Nyiro range/area is one of  
the most undeveloped are-
as under Wokha district in 
respect of  link roads or any 
other governmental infra-

structure, he appealed the 
area public in general for 
more cooperation to work 
for the future prospects.  

The launching pro-
gramme was attended by 
more than 1500 partici-
pants from the 10 units in-
cluding Nyiro range chair-
man union, Nyiro Range 

GBs union, Nyiro Range 
VDB secretaries, Nyiro 
Range Officers’ Union, Ny-
iro Range Students’ Union, 
Nyiro Range Youth Organi-
sation, Wokha Town Nyiro 
Range Union, Kohima 
Town Nyiro Range Union 
and Dimapur Area Nyiro 
Range union. 

Dimapur, August 27 
(EMN): Arunachal Pradesh 
minister of  Agriculture, 
Fisheries, Trade and Com-
merce, Wangki Lanwang; 
Parliamentary Secretary 
of  Trade and Commerce, 
Tesam Pongte; Director of  
Fisheries, Josil Taba; and 
three departmental officials 
from Tirap, Chauglang 
and Longding and accom-
panied by the Additional 
Director of  Fisheries, Imti-
tongzuk Longkumer; Joint 
Director of  Agriculture 
Jacob Yanthan; and other 
officials visited the project 
sites at Dzuleke, Khonoma, 
Jotsoma and Jakhama on 
August 24.

Terming his visit as a 
beautiful moment to be in 
Nagaland, Wangki Lan-
wang said that though a 
small village, the concern 
and respect for nature by 
the people of  Dzeleke was 
a big message not for In-
dia and Nagaland but the 
world as a whole. Taking 
the example of  the system 
in Arunachal Pradesh, he 
suggested on interlinking 
the tourism industry with 
that of  fisheries to boost 
the economy of the village. 
He has suggested change in 
our concept and attitude to-
wards nature and life.

A short interaction pro-
gramme was held at Tourist 
Lodge, Dzeleke, wherein 
the minister appreciated 
the sincere efforts of  the 
villagers in conserving the 
environment and nature 

and donated Rs 50,000 to 
the village. Applauding the 
sincere efforts, he said the 
village should be an eye 
opener for nature conserva-
tion.

Also speaking at the pro-
gramme, the village council 
chairman, Avi thanked the 
visiting team for their assis-
tance. He apprised that the 
villagers have set stringent 
rules towards conservation 
of  the same. He further 
sought the assistance from 
the government for exten-
sion of  fishery projects in 
the village.

The team’s scheduled 
visit to the unique alder 
cultivation at Khonoma vil-
lage was cancelled due to 
the incessant rains. How-
ever, organic vegetables and 
products were displayed 
at Khonoma village. The 
entourage was also served 
with local cuisines and or-
ganic foods. 

The team later visited 
the memorial tomb of GH 
Damant MACS, who was 
killed during the great bat-
tle of  Khonoma and the 
Khonoma fort.

Additional Director of  
Fisheries, C Imtitongzuk 
has termed Dzuleke peo-
ple as calm, hard working, 
sincere and honest. While 
on their visit to Jakhama, 
he said the paddy cum fish-
eries in Jakhama started 
when the then Director of  
Fisheries brought the sys-
tem of cultivation after his 
visit to Japan.

Dimapur, August 27 
(EMN): In order to en-
hance the competency of  
technical students, Naga-
land Tool Room & Train-
ing Centre (NTTC), in as-
sociation with AICTE & 
ICT Academy, conducted 
a skill oriented training 
programme on IT sector 
which is aligned to the 
Skill India Vision of  the 
Government of  India. The 
training was conducted 
with the objective to en-
hance the employability 
skill of  the students. 

Under the programme, 
students were trained as 
per the national norms 
and standards. It also help 
them keep abreast with the 
industry and market de-
mands across the country.  

NTTC had made track 
record with more than 80% 
students find job placement 
both within and outside the 
State. Since its inception, 
the Institute imparts vari-

ous trainings in different ca-
pacities both long term and 
short term courses which 
includes 4 years course on 
diploma in tool and die 
making, community college 
diploma levels on automo-
bile, manufacturing, electri-
cal equipment maintenance 
courses under All India 
Council for Technical Edu-
cation (AICTE).

It also offers various 
short term courses such 
as CAD/CAM including 
AUTOCAD; CNC pro-
gramming & operation, ba-
sic and advanced machine 
operations; basic welding 
and sheet metal fabrica-
tion; diploma in computer 
application; diploma in 
graphic designs; diploma 
in video editing; diploma 
in web designing; advanced 
diploma in multimedia; 
certificate in hardware and 
networking; desktop pub-
lishing; and cane and bam-
boo handicrafts.

Dimapur, August 27 (EMN): Nagaland Contractors’ & 
Suppliers’ Union (NCSU) expressed profound gratitude to 
the Commandant 4th NAP and its jawan for the construc-
tion of  foot bridge at New Secretariat road. 

NCSU president, Pele Khezhie and the secretary, Imsu-
nok Jamir said the job carried by the 4th NAP was an eye 
opener for all the departments and organisations to come 
forward to meet many challenges ahead us. The union fur-
ther wished them a bright future.

Dimapur, August 27 
(EMN): Salt Christian Col-
lege, Dimapur, observed its 
26th fresher’s meet on Au-
gust 26 at Meren Chapel 
Hall, with TemjemImna 

Along Longkumer, chair-
man and managing direc-
tor of  REM Group, as the 
chief  guest.

Stressing on the im-
perative roles of  students to 

Dimapur, August 27 (EMN): Nagaland 
University Students’ Union Lumami (NU-
SUL) celebrated its 20th Fresher’s Meet on 
August 25 at I Ihoshe Kinimi Hall on the 
theme “Erudite” where Sushil Kumar Pa-
tel, Deputy Commissioner, Mokokchung, 
was the chief  guest. 

The chief  guest inspired the students 
by sharing his struggles and difficulties of  
his early days. The most important thing 
he said was that he received education 
from government school because his fa-
ther could not afford him for a better pri-
vate institution. 

While stating that rejection is a com-
mon thing today, he encouraged the stu-
dents to overcome every problem with 
endurance. He also emboldened the stu-
dents to set goals, acquire the continuous 
knowledge and hard work with devotion 
and also to have the quality of  persever-

ance to be successful in life as there is no 
shortcut to success. 

The programme was chaired by H Hi-
saka Kibami, which was followed by invo-
cation by Bichumo N Lotha, convenor of  
Lotha Fellowship, and a welcome address 
delivered by K Chumseli Anar, president 
NUSU (L) wherein he challenged the new 
members to work together for the better-
ment of  students community in particular 
and university in general. 

Other highlights of  the included pres-
entation of  special number by Lumami 
Vocal Band and special prayer for the 
freshers by Miss Elika, Chaplin NUCF 
and speech on behalf  of  freshers delivered 
by Litsuvi Rume. The vote of  thanks was 
delivered by Ms Esther Lohe, general sec-
retary NUSU (L), while the benediction 
was said by Joel, convenor of  Eastern Na-
galand Students’ Fellowship.

Kohima, August 27 (EMN): Land 
Resources Department, in collabora-
tion with People’s Science Institute 
(PSI), Dehradun, and Advanced Cen-
tre for Water Resources Development 
and Management (ACWADAM), 
Pune, has organised a four-day ‘Ad-
vanced training cum workshop on 
participatory groundwater manage-
ment (PGWM) and springshed devel-
opment’ from August 21–24.

According to the department 
press release, the training programme 
comprised of  advanced studies on ge-
ological aspects and hydrogeological 
mapping of  springsheds, analysis of  
springshed physical and water qual-
ity data and recommendation of  ap-
propriate intervention including engi-
neering, vegetative and social fencing. 

The programme, attended by pa-
ra-hydrologists from all the 11 (elev-
en) districts, was said to be highly 
participatory and concluded with vast 

theoretical and practical knowledge 
gained on the subjects including use 
of  scientific tools to aid to their field 
works. 

Resource persons from PSI, Deh-
radun, and the ACWADAM, Pune, 
shared their observations and recom-
mendations. They have acknowledged 
the skills and knowledge gained by 
the participants and felt that the para-
hydrologists are matured enough to 
stand on their own and even extend 
training supports to other field func-
tionaries and to the communities in 
springshed management.

The release also informed that 
participants have jointly prepared 
powerpoint slides and made pres-
entations in groups highlighting the 
lessons they have learned and other 
challenges. 

Chairing the valedictory pro-
gramme on August 24, LRD Joint 
Director Albert Ngullie briefly high-

lighted on the overall response of  
the participants to the training pro-
gramme. 

The department director, Hoto 
Yeptho, in his closing remarks, 
stressed on the importance and pri-
ority of  springshed development and 
emphasised on the sincerity and dedi-
cation to bring about a change in the 
mindset of  the people for water secu-
rity.

While urging the participants to 
bring about a ‘Spring Atlas’ of  the 
State in the near future, Yeptho ex-
pressed delight that the departmental 
officers and field functionaries were 
trained by experts. He expressed con-
fidence that the trainees would trans-
fer the knowledge and skills they have 
acquired through this training into the 
real world.

The programme concluded with 
a vote of  thanks proposed by Puvil 
Kikhi, Deputy Director.

KOHIMA, August 27 (EMN): Ko-
hima District Legal Services Au-
thority (KDLSA) conducted a legal 
awareness programme for the Sun-
day School children of  City Church, 
Kohima, and the Ao Baptist Church 
Kohima AG Fellowship on August 
27.

At Ao Baptist Church, Wa-
pangienla, panel lawyer KDLSA, 

discussed on the topic “Child La-
bour Act 1986,” “Juvenile Justice 
Act 2000,” “Prohibition of  Child 
Marriage Act 2006,” “RTE and Pro-
tection of  Children from Sexual Of-
fence Act 2012 and Cyber Crime. 

The programme was chaired by 
Yangpila Anar, panel lawyer KDL-
SA.

At the City Church, Apila Sang-

tam, panel lawyer of  KDLSA, spoke 
on POCSO Act 2012 and JJ Act 
2015, while Ms Nancy Lotha, pan-
el lawyer KDLSA, spoke on cyber 
crimes. 

Meanwhile, Hekali, Sunday 
School Superintendent, has thanked 
the KDLSA for organising such 
awareness programme, which she 
mentioned, was the need of  the hour.

Dimapur, August 27 
(EMN): Minority morcha 
of  the Bharatiya Janata 
Party (BJP), Dimapur dis-
trict had organised a pro-
gramme with the members 
of  Ghaspani I & II Mandal 
at TL Angami Park on Au-
gust 26.

Makibur Rahman, 
president of  BJP State Mi-
nority Morcha, was the 
chief  guest, while Dr. Ajit 
Mech, Retired CAMO, was 
the special invitee.

The chief  guest high-
lighted on the various 
schemes of  the Ministry of  
Minority Affairs, Govern-
ment of  India, which were 
initiated for the uplift of  
the minority communities 
of  the country. He further 
urged the gathering to join 
and work with the party for 
a corruption free govern-
ment and all round devel-
opment.

The special invitee 
highlighted on the various 
social and medical schemes 
initiated by the BJP led 
government at the centre 
for the down trodden peo-
ple.

During the interactive 
session, the chief  guest 
cleared the doubts of  the 
gathering.

The meeting was 
chaired by Biplab Sangma, 
president of  BJP minority 
morcha, Dimapur district, 
while the opening prayer 
was said by pastor Han-
shton K Sangma of  Be-
lievers Church, Ekrani Pa-
thar. The welcome address 
was delivered by Richard 
Haolai, general secretary 
BJP Minority Morcha, Di-
mapur. The vote of  thanks 
was delivered by Subash 
Lama, vice president of  
BJP Minority Morcha, Di-
mapur.

bring about changes in the 
society, Longkumer encour-
aged the students to play 
their respective role in order 
to build the Naga society.

“We are the change, 
the change is not going to 
come from someone else, 
we are the present and the 
future of  change and need 
not look back to the past to 
bring change. It is the time 
to take hide of  today,” he 
stated.

He challenged the stu-
dents to build their future 
with strong conviction 
without scepticism, hypoc-
risy and ism. To be a future 
leader, he said one should 
be humble, hard working. 

He further challenged 
the students to dare to live 
that dream and translate it 
into reality.

The college principal, 
Dr. Ramsurat Maurya, ex-
horted the students, while 
Rev. Thebemo, campus 
minister, blessed the fresh-
ers and gathering.

Other highlights of  
the programme included 
speech on behalf  of  fresh-
ers, songs, dance and other 
entertainment items.

Sevo of  BA 1st semester 
and Werozi of  BA 1st Se-
mester were adjudged Mr 
and Miss Freshers 2017 of  
Salt Chtlristiian College.
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‘Liezietsu no major role in NPF’s formation’ Press club, Rotary talk 
shop about conservation 

Villages receive medical service

Dimapur, Aug. 27 (EMN): The 
Naga Peoples’ Front (Rio) has 
stated that former chief minis-
ter of Nagaland Dr Shürhozelie 
Liezietsu was not even a founding 
member of the Nagaland People’s 
Council, and he had no significant 
role in the formation of the Naga 
People’s Front too. 

The group’s NPF press and 
information cell issued a press re-
lease on Sunday wondering that 
Dr Liezietsu continue to ‘habitu-
ally claim ownership’ of the party. 

‘It is absurd that Dr Shürhoze-
lie and his minority group should 
call the honourable MLAs and 
party functionaries supporting 
the leadership of  Shri Neiphiu 
Rio, president NPF as ‘political 
tourists’ and ‘professional defec-
tors’ without looking at himself  
in the mirror first,’ the press re-
lease began. 

‘To set the record straight, Dr 
Shürhozelie was not even a found-
ing member of the erstwhile Na-
galand People’s Council (NPC). 

He has no significant role in the 
formation of the Naga People’s 
Front but habitually claims own-
ership and tries to take credit of  
the cock party.’

According to the press re-
lease, his “greatest achievement” 
was in “getting the NPC party de-
recognized” in 1998 during his 
tenure as president for boycotting 
the general assembly elections 
that year. 

‘Much against the wishes of  
his colleagues, he abandoned the 
party to contest the 1999 Lok Sab-
ha elections as an Independent 
candidate under the Bus symbol 
only to face a miserable defeat,’ 
the press release stated. 

‘Therefore, he has no moral 
authority to slander others.’ The 
MLAs and party functionaries 
have ‘not defected’ but have con-
sciously chosen the side which 
is legal in its claim according to 
the laws of the country, the NPF 
group stated, and called it “unbe-
coming and unfortunate that the 

acts of standing on the truth and 
upholding the provisions of law 
should be negated as political de-
fection and political tourism.”

Further, the press release stat-
ed that the “minority NPF group” 
could not ‘muster courage’ to face 
the floor test on July 19, earlier this 
year. “Dr Shürhozelie has created 
history in Nagaland by becoming 
the first unelected chief minister 
to run away from his bounden 
duty of proving his majority in the 
assembly.”

The group declared that the 
district courts, high court, and the 
Supreme Court had ‘dismissed / 
rejected’ all their petitions. ‘Do 
they mean to say that the Consti-
tution of  India and the Courts of  
law are all wrong and that only 
they are right?’ the press release 
stated.

The statement then termed 
baseless the allegations that the 
majority group was “perhaps” us-
ing money to lure members of the 
minority NPF group. “We trust 

and respect the wisdom of our 
supporters who understand the 
democratic aspects and dynamics 
of party politics. On the contrary, 
it is no secret as to who used huge 
amounts of money openly in the 
recently concluded bye-elections 
to get elected at any cost.”

Here, the press release de-
clared that the status of the NPF 
party was “clear” that Neiphiu 
Rio enjoys majority support of the 
party’s MLAs and the CEC mem-
bers mentioned in the original list 
(2015 - January 31st 2020 tenure) 
with the ECI which was submit-
ted after the November 26, 2014 
NPF general convention. 

Any “expulsion / suspension 
/ nomination / appointment” of  
new CEC members or central of-
fice bearers will have no effect on 
the existing list. “Although the mi-
nority group may try to manipu-
late this list by making new addi-
tions, it will not be acceptable to 
ECI,” the press release stated.

Whatever argument may be 

put forth by the disputing parties, 
the group stated, the final deci-
sion will be taken by the ECI. The 
press release carried an appeal to 
‘all sections of the party’ and the 
people to “understand the situa-
tion and think rationally as to who 
is indulging in undemocratic ac-
tivities and who is standing by the 
laws of the Constitution of India 
and the NPF constitution.”

Since the matter is now with 
the Election Commission of In-
dia, the press release added, the 
NPF under its President Neiphiu 
Rio does ‘not desire or aspire to 
fight a senseless media war for the 
simple reason that it is meaning-
less to do so.’ 

The group has advised that its 
“dignified silence” should not be 
misconstrued as “weakness or in-
ability to counter the blatant lies 
propagated by the minority NPF 
group because we are ever-ready 
to retort with legal facts and gen-
uine figures as and when deemed 
necessary.”

Mokokchung, Aug. 27 
(EMN): The Mokokchung 
Press Club and the Rotary 
Club of  Mokokchung con-
ducted a ‘joint discussion’ 
on the topic “discourse on 
conservation” on August 
26 at the Rotary house in 
Mokokchung town. 

The discussion was 
moderated by Limalenden 
Longkumer, president of  
the club, updates from the 
group informed on Sun-
day.  Members from the 

Anglers’ Association of  
Mokokchung, and mem-
bers of  Jubilee Memorial 
School and Mayangnok-
cha Higher Secondary 
School participated in the 
discussions too, the club 
informed.

The discourse ended 
with all members resolv-
ing to make efforts towards 
saving the environment 
through “conservation 
with sustainable practise,” 
the press release explained.

Dimapur, Aug. 27 (EMN):  A daylong medical camp was 
conducted on August 26 in some villages of Mokokchung 
by the District Health Society of Mokokchung. The villages 
were Longkhum, Mangmetong, Sabangya, Chungtia, Ali-
ba, Kinunger, Khensa, Mekuli and Alichen, updates stated 
on Sunday. 

827 patients were given free medical check up and med-
icines, the updates stated. IEC leaflets stating information 
about health were distributed too. 
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Tripura militants planning 
violence ahead of assembly polls

Manipur flood situation improves 

AMSU observes 52nd Hunger Marchers’ Day 

Assam journalist dies in accident, EMFA mourns 

Train services disrupted in Bengal, NE due to flood

New KAWJF women’s organisation formed in KA

Third edition of NEIFW 2017 held in Guwahati
NE Diva 2016-17 
meets Manipur 

CM Singh

Agar ta la,  August  27 
(IANS): The outlawed 
N a t i o n a l  L i b e r a t i o n 
Front of  Tripura (NLFT) 
is planning to indulge in 
violence before and during 
the next assembly elections 
due in February next year, 
a police officer quoted four 
surrendered extremists as 
saying on Sunday.

Four NLFT guerrillas 
w h o  f l e d  f r o m  t h e i r 
B a n g l a d e s h i  h i d e o u t 
surrendered to the Border 
Security Force (BSF) on 
Saturday. The BSF handed 
over them to the Raishabari 
police station in Tripura’s 
Dhalai district.

“ T h e  s u r r e n d e r e d 

terrorists said they fled from 
their Bangladeshi camp last 
week. The NLFT leaders 
recently started recruiting 
new cadres to create violence 
before and during the next 
assembly elections. The 
four surrendered rebels are 
part of the newly recruited 
militants,” Sub-Divisional 
Police Officer Jawahar 
Debbarma said here.

The mi l i tants  to ld 
the police interrogators 
that the NLFT leaders in 
Bangladesh, supposed to 
provide them arms training, 
assured them that they 
could surrender after the 
next assembly polls and they 
would get government jobs.

“The NLFT leaders did 
not give any arms training 
to them. Instead, after their 
recruitment in April, they 
had been doing numerous 
work including cleaning in 
the camps in Chittagong hill 
tracts (in Bangladesh),” the 
police official said.

Meanwhile, Tripura 
Police are trying to get 
another arrested NLFT 
extremist, Naresh Chakma, 
34, who is now in the 
custody of Assam police.

On August 12,  the 
Gover nment  Rai lway 
Police (GRP) had arrested 
the NLFT rebel at Badarpur 
railway junction in southern 
Assam. 

Over 600 cartridges were 
recovered from the extremist, 
a resident of  Natun Bazar 
village in Gomati district in 
Tripura.

“Naresh also told Assam 
Police and GRP personnel 
that the NLFT has planned 
to  inc i t e  v io lence  in 
Tripura,” another police 
official said on the condition 
of anonymity.

NLFT cadres undergo 
arms training in several 
hideouts in Bangladesh, 
which shares a 1,880-km 
border with India. 

Banned in 1997, the 
outlawed outfit had sought 
Tripura’s secession from 
India.

Our Correspondent
Imphal, August 27 (EMN): 
The f lood situation in 
Manipur’s Senapati district 
improved considerably 
on Sunday with waters 
of  the Barak river and its 
tributaries flowing below 
the red mark while the 
t ra f f ic  a long Imphal -
Mao sector of  National 
Highway 2 has also been 
resumed, reports said. The 
residents said the situation 
suddenly improved after 
the rainfall.

S e n a p a t i  d i s t r i c t 
headquarters, 60 km north 

of  Imphal had witnessed 
the worst flood in the last 
three decades after heavy 
rain wreaked havoc in the 
early hours of  Saturday, 
causing flash floods in 
the normally gentle Barak 
r iverbeds of  the hi l ly 
district and forcing many 
villagers to flee to safer 
places. The difficulties rose 
with mudslides blocking 
the traffic along the NH 2. 
But there was no report of  
any human casualty.

An orphanage home 
at Karong which houses 
120 children was washed 

away by the flood water.
As a result the children 
of  the orphanage home 
are still taking shelter at a 
hostel and junior school at 
Karong, a small hill town 
65 km north of  here.

Saturday’s devastating 
flash flood and mudslide 
carried away at least 22 
houses at  Chakhumei 
besides damaging properties 
of many houses in Karong 
and Senapati towns.

The district authority is 
taking up necessary steps 
to provide the necessary 
relief  materials and support 

while the local NGOs, civil 
society organisations and 
public are extending a 
helping hand to the needy 
people particularly the 
children of  the orphanage 
in the hill district.

Meanwhile repor ts 
added that some of  the 
district roads connecting 
important villages such 
as Phuba along Maram-
Maiba-Phuba route has 
been severely affected 
while important canals 
at Meze was blocked due 
to yesterday’s heavy rain, 
source added.

Our Correspondent
I m p h a l ,  A u g u s t  2 7 
(EMN): Remembering the 
historic agitation launched 
by students’ against the 
artificial food scarcity in 
the state on this day in 
1965, the All Manipur 
Students’ Union (AMSU)-
one of  the oldest student 
body in the state observed 
the 52nd Hunger Marchers’ 
Day which is better known 
as ‘Chaklam Khongchat’ 
here on Sunday. 

Braving the seasonal 
drizzling family members 
of  the student leaders- 
O i n a m  N a b a k u m a r, 
Pramodini Devi, Laishram 
Chaobhan S ingh  and 
Wa i k h o m  N i l l a m a n i 
Singh who laid down their 
lives during the agitation, 
leaders of  AMSU and 
students’ of  educational 
institutions paid f loral 
tributes in memory of  
t h e  f o u r  s t u d e n t s  a t 
the students’ memorial 
c o m p l e x  a t  P i s h u m 
Chingamacha,3 km south 
of  Imphal. 

Later, a procession 
was  he ld  wi th  ac t ive 
p a r t i c i p a t i o n  f r o m 

Guwahati, August 27 (EMN):  Electronic 
Media Forum Assam (EMFA) has 
expressed shock at the sudden demise of  
Rima Sharma, a cultural news presenter 
of Prag News one of the oldest local news 
channel of  Assam, following an accident 
on Saturday night at Bhangagarh locality 
of the city. 

The forum also wishes speedy recovery 
of Biman Kalita a scribe working for News 
Live a news channel of Assam , who was 
admitted at GMCH after facing an attack 
from miscreants at Dhirenpara locality on 
Saturday night, stated a press note. 

“It is heart breaking that Rima who 
went to meet Biman at GMCH following 
his incident and on her way back the young 

news presenter met with an accident. She 
was taken to hospital, but was declared 
brought dead”, it stated while the Assam 
media forum prayed for the departed soul 
to rest in peace.  

Prior to her last rites performed at 
Navagraha, Rima was paid rich tributes 
at her work place and Guwahati Press 
Club. Various media organisations along 
with a number of civil society groups and 
individuals expressed shock at her tragic 
death.  The EMFA also wishes early 
recovery of  two other city based scribes 
Gautam Hazarika of  DY365 and Kushal 
Lahan of  Amar Asom, who have been 
admitted to separate hospitals following 
medical emergencies, it further stated.

Ko l k a t a ,  Au g u s t  2 7 
(IANS): A slew of  trains 
has been cancelled in the 
Northeast Frontier Railway 
till August 31 due to flood 
situation in Bihar, West 
Bengal and Assam causing 
extensive damage to the 
railway tracks, an official 
said on Sunday.

Many trains would be 
short terminated, according 

t o  a  n o t i f i c a t i o n  o f  
Northeast Frontier Railway.

Cancellations or short 
terminations are planned 
and the latest notification 
wa s  i n  c o n t i nu a t i o n 
of  earlier cancellation 
notification.

Many trains from north 
Bengal’s New Jalpaiguri 
station were cancelled and 
as a result of it, northeastern 

states mainly Assam would 
remain cut-off  from Bengal 
and other parts of  the 
country. Services between 
north and south Bengal 
would also be disrupted due 
to the cancellation.

The NFR serves seven 
districts in West Bengal 
and five districts in north 
Bihar besides the eight 
northeastern states.

Our Correspondent 
Diphu, August 27 (EMN): The Karbi 
Anglong Women Justice Forum 
(KAWJF) was formed on August 26 
at the Diphu Amalapathy Dimasa 
Club.  Following the formation of  
KAWJF, the women organisation held 
a press conference at District Press 

Club of  Karbi Anglong (DPCKA) 
Diphu to announce their newly form 
organisation on Sunday.

KAWJF president Beautlet Beypi 
during the press conference informed 
that in order to defend against the 
women predicament in the district, 
they have unanimously formed the 

Guwahati, August 27 
(EMN): The third edition 
of  Northeast India Fashion 
Week (NEIFW), 2017 
concluded on Sunday at 
AEI field, Chandmari, 
G u w a h a t i  w i t h  1 4 
modellers and weavers 
from across the states of  
Northeast coming together 
to showcase their unique 
creation and production of  
ethnic costumes. The show 
was sponsored by NEIFW-
YS (Yana and Style). 

The event coincided 
with the second edition 
of  ‘Great Northeastern 
Momo Fest’ organised by 
VAS at the same venue. 

At the NEIFW, the 
o rgan i se r  in t roduced 
good number of  weavers 
giving them platform to 
showcase their products 
a n d  a c c o r d i n g l y  o n 
August 25, the weavers 
from different region of  
Northeast had put-up stalls 
for exhibition cum sales 
of  ethnic costumes of  
different tribes, it stated.

Our correspondent 
Imphal, August 27 (EMN): 
The winners of  the FIAMA 
Northeast Diva 2016-17 called 
on Manipur Chief  Minister 
N Biren Singh and sought 
his blessing in their future 
endeavours at his office chamber 
in Imphal. 

The winners of  the beauty 
pageant include Peden Ongmu 
Namgyal  (21)  of  Sikkim, 
1st runner-up Loukrakpam 
Angoubi Chanu (18) of Manipur 
and 2nd runner-up Poonam Das 
(18) of  Assam. The grand finale 
of  North East Diva Pageant 
which aims to empower and 
encourage the young talented 
women of  Northeast to get 
a platform in the national as 
well as international fashion 
arena was held on August 20 at 
Guwahati, Assam.

Family members and students under the banner All Manipur Students Union paying tribute at students 
memorial in Imphal on the occasion of observing 52th hunger marchers day observation in Imphal on Sunday.

Newly formed KAWJF members addressing media persons at the District Press Club of Karbi 
Anglong  Diphu on Sunday.  

ACROSS
1.	 Electromotive	force
4. Feign
8. Narrow ridges (Swedish)
12. Dice
13.  Oasis (Arabic)
14. Curtail
15. Flowers
17.	A	sword	similar	to	a	foil	but	

with	a	heavier	blade
18. Addresses a lord
19. Story
21. A nearly horizontal passage 

from	the	surface	into	a	
mine

23.	Units	of	metrical	time
26. Oxalis
29.	Yellow	or	orange-red	fat-

soluble pigments in plants
31.	Substitute
32. In a way, takes
33. Mousse
34.	Pairs	of	pincers
36. Bos taurus
37. Large mostly Old World 

wading birds
38. Soul and calypso song
40. Pastries
42. Petrol
46. Friends (French)
48. The academic world
50.	A	citizen	of	Denmark
51. Holly
52. Spark
53. Is
54. Assist or encourage, usually 

in some wrongdoing
55.	Own	(Scottish)

DOWN
1. Mild yellow Dutch cheese 

made in balls
2. Short
3. A way to be
4. Arm
5. Injure permanently

6. Turns into noun
7. Obscure
8.	 Wildcat	of	Central	and	

South America
9. Conscience
10. They __ 11. 

Relative	biological	
effectiveness,	abbr.

16.	Ratites
20. ____ and Andy, radio & 

TV show
22. Balances

24.	Afresh
25. Malacopterygians
26. Clods
27. Clabber
28.	Extracted	from	the	

nightshade	family
30. Sound with resonance
32. Has two wheels 35. 

Exigencies
36.	A	strip	of	land	

projecting	into	a	body	
of	water

39. Trainee
41. Spoken in Sulu 

archipelago
43.	Maidservant
44. Monetary unit
45.	Staff
46.	Government	language
47.	A	waterproof	raincoat	

made	of	rubberized	
fabric

49. Small two-wheeled 
horse-drawn

solutions to suD0ku 1416

thousands of  students 
who later converged at the 
DM Multipurpose Hall in 
Imphal for a public meeting 
with AMSU president 
Manjit Sarangthem, former 
presidents of  AMSU N 
Brojendro, A Manisana 
and for mer  secre tar y 
g e n e r a l  S  K h o n g s a i 
and others attending as 
presidium members.

“Were observing the 
historic day in order to 
remember the day and also 

to remind that such incident 
of  artificial scarcity of  
foodgrains should not be 
repeated in the state in 
the coming days,” said 
AMSU President Manjit 
Sarangthem.

S h a r i n g  a  s i m i l a r 
sentiment, former AMSU 
p r e s i d e n t  B r o j e n d r o 
expressed the need to 
study state’s history to 
understand the land and 
its people.

AMSU Jiribam branch 

also observed the Hunger 
Marches Day by holding a 
public procession followed 
by a meeting at Jiribam 
higher secondary school, 
sources added. AMSU 
Jiri President Y Sanjit and 
former jiri unit president 
L Premjit attended the 
meet ing.Meanwhile  a 
blood donation camp was 
also organised at Manipur 
College at Singjamei in 
connection with the day’s 
historic observation.

From Diphu, Karbi Anglong 
weaver Roselyn Tokbipi had put-up 
stall exhibiting the ethnic costumes of  
Karbi tribe, which is the major tribe 
of  the district. Tokbipi was introduced 
and sponsored by designer Rohila 
Engtipi of  Diphu.

On Sunday evening weavers 
showcased their productions as well as 
collection of  different designers with 
ethnic fabric and looks. The costumes 

of  the Karbi tribe, the production of  
Tokbipi were showcased by model’s 
Amar Basumatary and Priyanka Deori.  

Bes ides,  d res ses  o f  Bodos, 
Assamese, Khasis, different sub-
clans of  Nagaland and Arunachal 
Pradesh of  the weavers showcased by 
modellers’.

The show ended with fashion show 
showcasing various designs of  the 
participating designers’. 

women organisation. “Though there 
are many organisations in the region, 
their close relationship with the 
political parties restricts them from 
going against any political parties and 
we are here today for the upliftment of  
women empowerment” maintained 
Beypi at the press conference.

Besides raising this issue, Beypi 
said that their organisation is free 
from the bondage of political parties 
and will raise their voice in the near 
future for women section, irrespective 
of tribe and religion. 

“We have formed the organisation 
to strengthen the needs of the women 
in the society space especially with 
womenfolk facing discrimination” said 
the women leader. The organisation 
further appealed women and youths 
to extend their support with the newly 
formed women organisation.

The  KAWJF members  a re 
president Beulet Beypi, vice president 
Bonty Englengpi, general secretaries 
Jelyn Rongpipi and Merina Be up, 
secretary Anjela Bongrungpi and 
treasurer Niropuma Terangpi.
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Winners of INTACH India Heritage quiz competition Naman Kumar Jain and Gaurav Aggarwal of the Delhi 
Public School, Dimapur.

Images of various cadres of Naga underground group arrested by Assam Rifles.
Seized contraband liquor from four persons from Jharpani- Jalukie 
road on August 22.

Officials of ATMA Kohima under Chunlika block along with the farmers after the demonstration on cultivation of Kholar in Chunlika village on 
August 22. ATM Sinlo Khing was the resource person of the demonstration. Kholar seeds were distributed to the farmers after the programme.

Jan Dhan, Aadhaar, 
mobile ushered in a 
social revolution: FM

DPS students win INTACH 
India quiz competition

Power dept introduces 
aadhar based biometric 
attendance system

Assam Rifles nab underground cadres Four held with liquor

Excise personnel nab bootlegger

Bhandari unit Congress elects new team

EPFO mulls crediting ETF units to PF accounts

EPFO mulls crediting ETF 
units to PF accounts

‘Mobile phone 
displays to overtake 
TV screens in 2017’

New Delhi, August 27 
(PTI): Finance Minister 
Arun Jaitley today said 
JAM (Jan Dhan, Aadhaar 
and Mobile) trinity has ush-
ered in a social revolution 
which will eventually bring 
all Indians into a com-
mon financial, economic 
and digital space, similar 
to how GST has created a 
unified market.

“Within reach of the 
country is what might be 
called the 1 billion-1 bil-
lion-1 billion vision. That 
is 1 billion unique Aadhaar 
numbers linked to 1 billion 
bank accounts and 1 billion 
mobile phones. Once that 
is done, all of  India can be-
come part of  the financial 
and digital mainstream,” 
he said.

In a Facebook post on 
the third anniversary of  the 
Pradhan Mantri Jan Dhan 
Yojana (PMJDY), he said, 
“Just as GST created one 
tax, one market, one India, 
the PMJDY and the JAM 
revolution can link all In-
dians into one common 
financial, economic, and 
digital space. No Indian 
will be outside the main-
stream.” 

Noting that JAM is 
nothing short of  a social 
revolution, the Finance 
Minister said it offers sub-
stantial benefits for govern-
ment, the economy and 
especially the poor.

Highlighting the ben-
efits, he said the poor will 
have access to financial 
services and be cushioned 
against life s major shocks 
while government finances 
will be improved because 
of  the reduced subsidy bur-
den and weeding out of  
leakages from the system.

Currently, the govern-
ment makes direct transfer 

of  Rs 74,000 crore to the 
financial accounts of  35 
crore beneficiaries annu-
ally, at more than Rs 6,000 
crore per month.

These transfers are 
made under various gov-
ernment anti- poverty and 
support schemes such as 
PAHAL, MNREGA, old 
age pensions and student 
scholarships, he said.

Talking about seeding 
of Aadhaar with bank ac-
counts, the Finance Min-
ister said today about 52.4 
crore unique Aadhaar 
numbers are linked to 73.62 
crore accounts in India.

“As a result, the poor 
are able to make payments 
electronically. Every month 
now, about 7 crore success-
ful payments are made by 
the poor using their Aad-
haar identification,” he 
said.

Besides, he said, with 
the launch of BHIM app 
and the Unified Payments 
Interface (UPI), JAM has 
become fully operational.

“A secure and seamless 
digital payments infrastruc-
ture has been created so 
that all Indians, especially 
the poor can become part 
of  the digital mainstream,” 
he said.

Giving details of  
achievements of  the 
scheme over the last three 
years, the Finance Minister 
said total PMJDY accounts 
opened increased from 
12.55 crore in January 
2015 to 29.52 crore as of  
August 16, 2017 while the 
number of  RuPay cards is-
sued increased from 11.08 
crore to 22.71 crore in the 
same period.

At the same time, the 
number of  rural accounts 
opened under PMJDY has 
grown from 7.54 crore to 

17.64 crore and the aver-
age balance per account in-
creased from Rs 837 to Rs 
2,231 as of  August 16.

Jaitley said the total 
balance in beneficiary ac-
counts rose to Rs 65,844.68 
crore while zero balance 
accounts declined from 
76.81 per cent in Septem-
ber 2014 to 21.41 per cent 
in August 2017.

In addition to financial 
inclusion, he said, the gov-
ernment has taken steps 
to provide security to the 
poor via life insurance un-
der the Pradhan Mantra 
Jeevan Jyoti Bima Yojana 
(PMJJBY) and accident 
insurance Pradhan Man-
tra Suraksha Bima Yojana 
(PMSBY).

As on August 7, total 
enrolment was 3.46 crore 
under the PMJJBY and 
10.96 crore under PMSBY 
with 40 per cent of  the pol-
icy holders being women in 
both the schemes.

PMJDY, launched on 
August 27, 2014 by Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi, 
was aimed at providing 
financial services to the 
poor. These included open-
ing bank accounts for the 
poor, giving them electron-
ic means of  payment (via 
RuPay cards), and placing 
them in a position to avail 
themselves of  credit and 
insurance.

“The vision underly-
ing it was, of  course, much 
broader: nothing short of  
ending the financial, and 
hence economic, digital 
and social exclusion faced 
by India s poor. India s 
poor would not only be 
able to overcome their eco-
nomic deprivation but they 
would also become an inte-
gral part of  the social main-
stream,” he said.

Dimapur, August 27 
(EMN): The Nagaland 
round of  the INTACH 
India Heritage quiz com-

petition for schools was 
held on August 19 con-
ducted by Express Minds 
at the Maple Tree School, 

Kashiram, Dimapur, with 
the participation of  13 
teams.

The winning team in 

New Delhi, August 27 (PTI): 
Retirement fund body EPFO is 
considering crediting subscribers’ 
share of  its investments in ETFs 
to their provident fund accounts 
which may be redeemed at the 
time of  taking advances.

The Employees’ Provident 
Fund Organisation’s (EPFO) has 
sought views from the Comptrol-
ler and Auditor General (CAG) 
in this regard. As per estimates, 
EPFO’s investment in ETFs is ex-
pected to touch Rs 45,000 crore 
by the end of  the current fiscal.

The CAG is likely to give its 

comments shortly, Central Provi-
dent Fund Commissioner V P 
Joy told PTI.

After CAG’s views, the pro-
posal will be placed for final ap-
proval before the EPFO’s apex 
decision making body Central 
Board of  Trustees (CBT) headed 
by Labour Minister.

The CBT is likely to meet 
next month. “We have not taken 
any return from the ETF and 
given it to members till now. We 
have made some system. We are 
in consultation with the CAG. 
After that consultation we will 

take it to CBT for approval and 
then implement it,” Joy said.

He further said that the pro-
posal was also discussed at the 
last meeting of  EPFO trustees 
but the decision was deferred.

The EPFO had started in-
vesting in the Exchange Traded 
Funds (ETF) in August 2015, 
putting 5 per cent of  its investible 
deposits in stock linked products. 
It was raised to 15 per cent for the 
current fiscal. Once approved, 
the share of  subscribers in the 
form of  ETF units will be cred-
ited to their accounts.

Subscribers will have the op-
tion to redeem the ETF units 
while taking loans from the PF 
account, Joy said. All rules of  
Employee Provident Fund with-
drawals and advances will be 
applicable on ETF units redemp-
tion also.

An ETF is a security that 
tracks an index, a commodity or 
a basket of  assets like an index 
fund, but trades like a stock on 
an exchange. EPFO, which has 
about 5 crore subscribers, man-
ages a corpus of  over Rs 10 lakh 
crore.

New Delhi, August 27 (IANS): With 
most airlines and hotels lowering pric-
es to attract customers during what is 
known as the “off-period” for travel, a 
vacation during the monsoon season 
is slowly catching the fancy of  travel-
lers in India.

The monsoon period, which is 
usually considered a lean period of  
travel -- right after summer vacations 
and before the beginning of  the fes-
tive season -- is slowly emerging as a 
preferred time to holiday due to cost 
benefits and lower rush, experts sug-
gest.

“People opting for a vacation dur-
ing the monsoon benefit due to lower 
rates for stay and travel. About 75 per 
cent of  peak season traffic is still seen 
for a monsoon vacation,” Aloke Baj-
pai, Chief  Executive Officer and co-
founder of  travel search engine ixigo, 
told IANS.

“Most airlines and hotels drop 
their rates during the lean period to 
ensure the fill rate doesn’t dip below 
their viable/profitable levels,” he add-
ed.

Bajpai added that the preferred do-
mestic destinations for monsoon trav-
el are Goa, Manali, Coorg, Sikkim, 
and Malshej (Pune district), while 
international destinations include Co-
lombo, Krabi (Southern Thailand), 
Malacca, Dubai and Kathmandu.

As per the latest World Travel and 
Tourism Council (WTTC) report, the 
Indian travel industry in 2016 gener-
ated over Rs 14 trillion (about $208 
billion) -- approximately 9.6 per cent 
of  India’s gross domestic product.

The industry catered to about 
nine million foreign tourist arrivals 
last year.

“This gives us a fairer idea that 
people now enjoy exploring new plac-
es and experiences, and monsoon is 
no longer considered a gloomy season 
where people just sit inside and watch 
the rains,” said Manmeet Ahluwalia, 
Market Head, Expedia in India.

“It has become an experience in 
itself  to travel and explore places dur-
ing the monsoon... We have seen a 30 
per cent spike in travel bookings as 
tourists flock to quaint resorts nestled 
amid plantations and forests,” Ahlu-
walia told IANS.

He said places like Cherrapunji, 
Mawsynram (Meghalaya), Kodai-
kanal and Araku Valley (Andhra 
Pradesh), as also the Andaman & 
Nicobar Islands and Kerala, had be-
come among the top preferences for 
domestic travel.

“When it comes to international 
destinations, Bali, Thailand, Singa-
pore and Sri Lanka are the popular 
picks,” he added.

For a better-planned holiday, these 
specialised search engines help travel-
lers figure out the right destination by 
giving out personalised recommenda-
tions.

An interactive “Monsoon Plan-
ner” tool launched by Skyscanner, 
a global travel search engine, is one 
such instrument which features do-
mestic and international destinations 
with lower rainfall than monsoon-hit 
cities in August.

“At Skyscanner it is our constant 
endeavor to assist travellers in overall 
vacation planning, right from des-
tinations search to affordable deals 
of  flights,” said Reshmi Roy, Senior 
Growth Manager at Skyscanner for 
India.

Seoul, August 27 (IANS): The worldwide market for mobile 
phone displays is expected to overtake that of  TV screens for the 
first time ever this year, brought on by the change in consumer 
demand, industry trackers said on Sunday.

According to financial services company IHS Markit, growth 
of  mobile panels averaged 17 per cent annually in the past seven 
years, effectively bridging the gap with TV screens that have tra-
ditionally led the market.

While mobile phone-related displays have surged forward, 
sales of  TV screens contracted roughly 8 per cent per year during 
that same 2010-2016 period, Yonhap reported.

The latest predictions showed sales of  mobile phone displays 
will hit $46.56 billion compared to $41.25 billion for TV screens 
that include both light-emitting diode (LED) and organic light-
emitting diode (OLED).

This is in contrast to TV screen sales that were tallied at 
$55.38 billion in 2010, four-times larger than $12.9 billion for 
mobile phones.

The rise in mobile phone displays is directly linked to the 
emergence of  smartphones and the advances being made in ul-
tra-high definition panels that have appeared on mobile devices 
since then.

Apple’s iconic iPhone was first launched in 2007, with Sam-
sung Electronics’s Galaxy S, based on the Android platform fol-
lowing suit in 2010. The two companies continue to dominate 
the global smartphone market.

Market researcher Strategy Analytics (SA) said mobile phone 
displays are on a solid growth trajectory with shipments to hit 
3.24 billion units this year and rise to 4.62 billion five years later.

It said such a growth will allow mobile phone displays to 
further get ahead of  TV screens.

SA further noted that the market for mobile displays is be-
ing fuelled by cutting edge, premium OLEDs and flexible panels 
that are starting to be showcased.

In particular, growth of  the flexible screen market that stood 
at just $3.13 billion last year is expected to become a $20-billion 
market by 2020.

With the growth of  mobile display demand, industry watch-
ers said the clear beneficiary will likely be Samsung Display that 
is already the dominant player in this field.

the State round was the 
team of  Naman Kumar 
Jain and Gaurav Aggar-
wal of  the Delhi Public 
School, Dimapur. They 
will represent the State 
in the regional round to 
be held in Guwahati. The 
winning team from the re-
gional round will go on to 
participate at the national 
finals which will be held 
at New Delhi.

INTACH Nagaland 
Chapter, meanwhile, 
congratulated the win-
ning team and thanked 
the school Principals and 
accompanying teachers 
of  the respective schools 
for their participation. It 
has particularly thanked 
the Principal of  Maple 
Tree School for the co-
operation in hosting the 
competition in the school 
premises.

Dimapur, August 27 
(EMN): Department of  
Power has commissioned 
Aadhar based biometric 
attendance system at of-
fice of  the Engineer-in-
Chief, Kohima, on Au-
gust 24 with the Power 
minister, Kipili Sangtam, 
as the chief  guest.

Commissioner and 
Secretary of  Power, KD 
Vizo, while speaking on 
the occasion, appreciated 
the initiative of  the power 
minister and attributed 
him as the brainchild to-

wards the venture with 
an objective to maintain 
sincerity and edication 
to duties. Vizo also men-
tioned that the minister 
himself  was the first to get 
his name registered in the 
system thereby becoming 
an employee of  the de-
partment.

Engineer - in -Chie f , 
Power, Er. G Chishi 
chaired the programme, 
while vote of  thanks was 
proposed by Er. Keviletuo 
Yiese, Additional Chief  
Engineer (D&R) Power.

Dimapur, August 27 
(EMN): Basing on spe-
cific information regard-
ing presence of  an armed 
cadre, troops of  36 Assam 
Rifles alongwith police 
representative launched a 
search operation in Pell-
hang village in Athibung 
under Peren district on 
August 19 and arrested 
one person reportedly a 
cadre of  NSCN (KN).

The team arrested one 
identified as Prem Baha-
dur Pradhan (37) and resi-
dent of  Pellhang village 
and recovered one 7.65 
mm M-21 Rifle and six 

live rounds of  7.65 mm. 
The individual along-

with the recovered arms 
and ammunition was 
handed over to Athibung 
Police Station, Peren dis-
trict for further investiga-
tion. 

In a separate incident, 
troops of  32 Assam Rifles 
arrested one person alleg-
edly from NSCN (KN) 
from Padampukhri village 
on August 21 during a 
joint operation.

The Assam Rifles re-
covered one point 32 mm 
pistol with magazine, two 
live rounds of  9 mm and 

one hand grenade. The 
accused person has been 
identified as Akhato Katty 
(38) and member of  NSCN 
(KN). The individual was 
reported a civil wing cadre 
of  NSCN (KN) and was 
actively involved in extor-
tion and tax collection in 
Dimapur town and adjoin-
ing areas, the Assam Rifles 
statement claimed.

The apprehendee 
alongwith the recovered 
items were handed over to 
East Police Station, Dima-
pur, for further investiga-
tion.

In yet another inci-

Dimapur, August 27 
(EMN): In an attempt to 
curb illegal inflow of  spu-
rious liquor in the State, 
troops of  36 Assam Rifles 
alongwith police repre-
sentatives established a 
mobile vehicle check post 
at Jharnapani – Jalukie 
Road and arrested four 
persons with Indian Made 
Foreign Liquor (IMFL) on 
August 22.

During the search, 
troops of  Assam Rifles re-
covered 1147 bottles of  il-
legal IMFL worth approxi-
mately Rs 1 lakh from four 
persons. The individuals 

were identified as Ms Abu 
Zeliang, daughter of  Atho 
Zeliang; Ms Kedat, daugh-
ter of  Hailung Zeliang; Ms 
Samzuie, daughter of  Da-
lak; and Lpiya Zeliang, 
son of  Hiarangtaing. 

All individuals be-
longed to Jalukie village 
under Peren district. All 
individuals revealed that 
they were involved in 
smuggling of  illegal liquor 
from Dimapur to Jalukie. 
All individuals alongwith 
the recovered IMFL were 
handed over to Jalukie Po-
lice Station for further in-
vestigation.

Dimapur, August 27 (EMN): Excise (Mobile Squad) 
special surveillance team, led by AIE Jungti and AIE 
Ketouselie, apprehended  one Manju, son of  Pandit 
and residence of  Lahorijan, from 3 ½ Mile area on Au-
gust 21 and recovered 4176 bottles of  assorted liquor.

Superintendent of  Excise (MS) said the accused has 
been booked under relevant section of  NLTP Act ‘89.

Dimapur, August 27 (EMN): 
Bhandari Congress, in its consulta-
tive meet held on August 22, elected 
a new team of  office bearers.

The new team will be headed 
by Er. Nzamo Patton as president, 
Peter Murry, Khyingro Humtsoe, 
and Viheto Sumi as vice presidents, 

Konathung Ezung as general secre-
tary, Lawrence Murry and Myingt-
hungo Patton as secretaries, Itovi 
Sumi and Yantsao Yanthan as joint 
secretaries, Nrao Tsopoe as treas-
urer, Zabenthung Tsopoe as youth 
president, Eli Ovung as women 
wing president, Aghali Yepthomi as 

women vice president, Lucy Ezung 
as women general secretary and Lo-
chumle Humtsoe as women joint 
secretary.

The new team pledged to work 
unitedly to ensure success of  the 
party in the forthcoming general 
election.

dent, troops of  36 Assam 
Rifles arrested one alleged 
NSCN (IM) cadre identi-
fied as Vikuto Chopy from 
Thilixu village, Dimapur, 
on August 20.

Assam Rifles recov-
ered one live Chinese hand 
grenade, 32 live rounds of  
assorted ammunitions, 
eight fired cases and other 
warlike stores alongwith 
Rs 43000 old currency 
notes of  500 denomina-
tions from his possession. 
The apprehended individ-
ual alongwith recovered 
items has been handed 
over to Diphupar Police 
Station for further investi-
gation.

Meanwhile, on August 
16, troops of  5 Assam Ri-
fles arrested on alleged 
NSCN (K) cadre identified 
as Vinato Assumi (35), son 
of  Hukishe Assumi from 
Alahuto Colony, Zunhe-
boto town, on August 16.

The accused has been 
handed over to Zunheboto 
Police Station for further 
investigation.   
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Lokayukta- the 
joker in the deck?

The recently held public rally by the anti-graft movement, 
Against Corruption And Unabated Taxation (ACAUT), 
or rather, the resolutions of  the rally, included a pledge to 
pursue the passage of  Nagaland Lokayukta Bill 2015 in 

the state Assembly.  
The rally resolved to demand from the state government to 

summon a special session of  Nagaland Legislative Assembly 
(NLA) to pass the Bill in order to check all various forms of  cor-
ruption, mismanagement and siphoning of  public funds. In the 
event the state government fails to act on the demands of  ACAUT 
including the above, before the end of  September, a clear warning 
has been sounded that the ‘public’ will call for an all Nagaland 
bandh/closure.

The said Bill was introduced in the state Assembly on July 23, 
2015. However, the five-member select committee of  the Nagaland 
Lokayukta Bill 2015 led by parliamentary secretary Levi Rengma 
as chairman, has been moving for extension of  its tenure to present 
the committee’s report ever since its first six months tenure elapsed.

It is not just the ACAUT that is demanding the government to 
enact the anti-corruption ombudsman law in the state. The Naga-
land Voluntary Consumers Organization, the Nagaland Govern-
ment Registered Class-I Contractors’ Union, and even the Gover-
nor of  the state himself, have been reminding that it was time for 
the state government to pass the long pending Bill. 

As pointed out by the Governor, with the rise in scams and il-
legal rackets in the state, it has only increased the need to enact the 
Lokayukta Bill at the earliest. 

The constitution of  the Lokayukta/Lokpal is not a recent 
concept. It was mooted in the Parliament by the Administrative 
Reforms Commission headed by Moraji Desai way back in 1966. 
Even though the Centre could pass the Lokpal and Lokayuktas 
Act only in 2013, many states in India had already enacted their 
own Lokayukta Bill before that, starting with Maharashtra in 
1971. Now, more than 20 states have already enacted it. Even the 
state’s neighbours Arunachal Pradesh and Mizoram have passed 
their respective state Bills in 2014.

The Lokpal and Lokayuktas Act, 2013, commonly known as 
the Lokpal Act, is an anti-corruption Act of  Indian Parliament in 
India which seeks to provide for the establishment of  the institu-
tion of  Lokpal to inquire into allegations of  corruption against cer-
tain public functionaries and for matters connecting them.

The compulsory declaration of  assets and liabilities by public 
servants is conspicuously missing in Nagaland at present. It is one 
of  the important sections of  the Lokayukta Act. It will be one of  
the first steps in placing a legal deterrent to control the rampant 
corruption and accumulation of  illegal proceeds from public fund. 
When it comes to utilisation of  money meant for public there 
should not be any special cases for any state including Nagaland. 
Complete accountability of  public servants without any dilution of  
the Act has to be maintained.

The uneven and disproportionate accumulation of  wealth 
is mostly attributable to corruption existing in the state and one 
major factor that is rapidly creating a clear divide in the socio-
economic classes with a big noticeable gap between the haves and 
the have-nots. It proliferates a condition where the crafty benefit 
instead of  the hardworking and sincere public servants. It again 
leads to frustration and de-motivation among the once sincere lot 
who slowly become susceptible to and takes the bait of  corruption.

The Naga ethos on equality is slowly being disturbed and the 
counter product is rearing its ugly head on the other hand where 
everyone wants to be with the “in-crowd”. A discontented popula-
tion is one of  the hardest to govern anywhere in the world. The 
present government should hasten to enact the state’s Lokayukta 
Bill at the earliest before it faces the electorates in 2018.

K.s. Jayaraman | iaNs

Dr. K. Hoshi

peter Rutsa

Only a life given away for love’s sake is worth 
living. Frederick Buechner

John Newton wrote, “If, as I go home, a child has dropped 
a halfpenny, and if, by giving it another, I can wipe away its 
tears, I feel I have done something. I should be glad to do 

greater things; but I will not neglect this.”
These days, it’s not hard to find someone in need of comfort: A 

care-worn cashier in a grocery store working a second job to make 
ends meet; a refugee longing for home; a single mother whose 
flood of worries has washed away her hope; a lonely old man who 
fears he has outlived his usefulness.

But what are we to do? “Blessed is he who considers the poor,” 
wrote David (Ps. 41:1 nkjv). Even if we can’t alleviate the poverty of 
those we meet along the way we can consider them—a verb that 
means “to pay attention.”

We can let people know we care. We can treat them with cour-
tesy and respect, though they may be testy or tiresome. We can 
listen with interest to their stories. And we can pray for them or 
with them—the most helpful and healing act of all.

Remember the old paradox Jesus gave us when He said, “It 
is more blessed to give than to receive” (Acts 20:35). Paying at-
tention pays off, for we’re happiest when we give ourselves away. 
Consider the poor.

Father, as we go through our day, show us the everyday folks 
who need our attention. Grant us the love and the patience to 

truly consider them, as You have so patiently loved us. 

Paying Attention

DAILy
PATH

In the midst of  multiple decay in 
various state departments in Naga-
land, one government agency that 
has so far served its purpose well 

and lived up-to its name is the “Naga-
land State Disaster Management Au-
thority” (NSDMA), formed in line with 
the Nationwide “National Disaster Re-
sponse Force” (NDRF).

Since inception our state NSDMA 
personnel has been proactive, innovative 
and doing justice to its existence. Hardly 
have they failed to respond when and 
where it was needed. Serving the people 
to the best of  their ability with the mod-
est resources they have at their disposal. 
The public ought to give respect, sup-
port and motivate this particular agency 

of  ours. While the state government and 
the department in-charge of  it should 
sanction whatever resource it can afford 
to upgrade and keep NSDMA active. 
On the part of  the NSDMA. It should 
ensure that no recruitment is done under 
political recommendation.

As one of  the first batch of  civilians 
trained by the Authority. Allow me the 
generosity of  suggesting that No Naga 
be allowed to join this force for the sake 
of  getting a government salary. Proper 
assessment should be done for all those 
seeking to enrol. Most important is for 
politicians and bureaucrats to exercise 
wisdom, spare this department and 
leave it upon the agency to recruit volun-
teers based on their evaluation of  their 
physical and mental fitness. And most 
of  all their desire to serve. For there exist 

chivalrous Nagas who are willing to give 
up their lives in saving other people’s life.

The NSDMA also need to ensure 
that all its staff, especially those who en-
ter the risk zone has life insurance and 
accident policies. Moreover it should 
have contingency plans within the de-
partment in place. So that in the event 
when one or more members of  this 
admirable force undergo injury, get 
maimed or God forbid lose their life in 
the line of  duty,  the agency ensure they 
live honourably after retirement or serve 
the agency behind the desk. 

Sincere appreciations to all the cur-
rent rescue team members as well as 
those government officers and staff  serv-
ing NSDMA. Please, together let us not 
let this shining agency rot away like the 
rest.

It would also be most advisable for 
the department to let people know the 
criteria required to be able to serve full-
time in this emergency service. In addi-
tion the department ought to make prop-
er use of  the civilians (voluntary) whom 
it has trained for real life exigencies, be-
sides mock drills. Clear cut purpose for 
the trained civilian volunteers should be 
in place, as a standby auxiliary force. 

With the absence of  compulsory 
military drafting in the country and 
state, the current programs help in in-
culcating discipline and even a patriotic 
purpose into our small confused Naga 
community.

More power, purpose and vision to 
the officers manning this agency and re-
spect to the trained field personnel.

You are all Heroes already! 

The ACAUT Nagaland would 
like to thank the Naga people 
for being present at the rally 
and making it a historic one, 

indeed the “All Nagaland Public Rally” 
was the  ‘Mother of  all Rallies,” by far 
the biggest rally in the history of  the 
state with estimated turn out of  approxi-
mately 65,000 plus. The ACAUT appre-
ciates all the speakers from the various 
organizations, especially representatives 
from the districts, and the young stu-
dents of  Hope Academy and C-Edge 
College for speaking out their minds on 
corruption and the Naga political issue 
in the interest of  younger generations. 

The ACAUT expresses its outmost 
gratitude to all the volunteers from the 
CTyO (Chumoukedima Town youth 
Organization) and PSAN. All the organ-
izations which mobilized its grassroot 
members, such as, CAVCA, DEEHA, 
CTyO, Chakroma Public Organization, 
NTC, CNTC, DUCCF, ASTD, and all 
the tribal youth organizations and stu-
dent bodies as well as the bloggers have 
our deepest gratitude. 

We appreciate the NHRA for provid-
ing accommodation for journalists, the 
Dreamz Unlimited for producing video 
in support of  the rally,  the Singers and 
Musicians for enthralling the crowd with 

their powerful message through songs,  
Grill-In for providing refreshment and 
snacks for 200 people and volunteers, 
Music Channel for sound system, stage, 
and related paraphernalia, Crescendo 
for providing related support to stage 
activities and Drone Coverage, Innova-
tion Printers for flex banners, Press Point 
(Tiryimyim), Rengma Selo Zi for the 
background stage banner, Super Mar-
ket Tenant Association for providing 
placards, CTyO for providing placards, 
bloggers for providing the slogans “War 
Against Corruption: The Battle to Re-
claim the Land”, CNTC and Press Point 
for giving their offices as control rooms, 

DDADU and Pick-Up Vans Drivers & 
Owners Union for generously ferrying 
participants to the rally, Global Chapter 
for coverage, the press including elec-
tronic and national media for coverage, 
the Police Commissioner for permission 
to hold the rally, the traffic police, and all 
the participants in the rally for their gen-
erous donation totaling  Rs. 2,60,730/-.

The ACAUT also thanks all the or-
ganisations and individuals for contrib-
uting bottled water, cash, etc., in the run-
up to the rally. 
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Offshore wind -- plentiful along the coast of  
southern India -- can be a potential source to 
meet the increasing energy demand in this 

region, scientists at the National Institute of  Ocean 
Technology (NIOT) in Chennai report.

After reviewing various wind resource maps 
along the 3,100-km coastline of  Tamil Nadu, And-
hra Pradesh, Karnataka and Kerala, they have identi-
fied Rameswaram and Kanyakumari along the Tamil 
Nadu coast as the most suitable sites for setting up 
offshore wind farms. Between the two potential sites, 
wind farms at Kanyakumari are more viable com-
pared to Rameswaram.

Powerful and consistent winds and low sound pol-
lution make offshore wind farms preferable to onshore 
farms, they report in the journal Current Science.

More than 90 per cent of  the global offshore wind 
farms are located in European waters, including the 
world’s largest such, the 630 MW “London Array”, 
which was commissioned in 2013.

India’s installed wind power capacity has signifi-
cantly increased in recent years, reaching 32 GW at 
the end of  March 2017. But no offshore wind farm 

is under implementation although an Offshore Wind 
Policy was announced in 2015.

The NIOT initiated the study to identify suitable 
sites along the Indian coast. As long-term historical 
wind data is not available in all the terrains in India, its 
scientists used the numerical wind atlas maps gener-
ated by the Technical University of  Denmark for their 
study.

They also used the offshore wind potential maps 
produced by the Indian National Centre for Ocean 
Information Services based on daily wind data de-
rived from the QuikSCAT NASA satellite. This data 
was validated through in-situ measurements of  winds 
obtained from five moored buoys deployed by NIOT 
along the Indian coast.

According to their findings, winds of  magnitude 
six metres per second or more persist for more than 
300 days along the Tamil Nadu coast. “The wind po-
tential maps indicate Rameswaram and Kanyakumari 
along the Tamil Nadu Coast as suitable sites for setting 
up of  offshore wind farms.

“These two sites are subjected to very few cyclones 
when compared to other sites in the north, making 
them more suitable for offshore wind energy establish-
ments in terms of  safety,” the scientists said.

“South India is facing huge deficit in electricity 

which can be compensated to some extent by offshore 
wind plants.” says the report. “However, the cost of  
offshore wind energy plants will be significantly higher 
compared to onshore farms because of  the higher cost 
for foundations, installation, operation and mainte-
nance and complex logistics.”

After considering the uncertainty in wind speeds, 
the NIOT team has also identified that 3.4 MW wind 
turbines will be suitable at these two potential sites to 
achieve a high plant load factor. The scientists pro-
posed a wind farm about five kilometres from the 
coastline consisting of  50 such turbines, each estimat-
ed to cost about Rs 690 million.

Commercial viability studies of  offshore wind 
farms indicated a cost of  Rs 10.8 and Rs 9.6 per Kilo-
watt-hour (Kwh) of  energy produced at Rameswaram 
and Kanyakumari, respectively, for an internal rate of  
return of  14 per cent.

“As an offshore wind farm is to be implemented 
for the first time in India, an attractive policy frame-
work is required to promote this industry and make it 
commercially viable over a period,” the scientists have 
suggested. 

(K.S. Jayaraman is a senior journalist who writes on 
scientific affairs. He can be contacted at 

killugudi@hotmail.com)

How is Nagaland? The general 
response is; “Everything is 
collapsing”. Nagaland is at 
crossroads. People are tired 

of  the sorry state of  affairs prevalent. 
Everything has come to standstill. All 
development activities have come to 
grinding halt. The roads are turning 
from bad to worst. Bridges have col-
lapsed. Road accidents have become 
daily occurrence causing preventable 
casualties. Natural calamities are caus-
ing havoc due to substandard works. 
The State’s financial health has not im-
proved. Instead, the fiscal deficit keeps 
on growing higher and higher. State’s 
economy has become crony capitalism 
making the rich, richer and the poor, 
poorer. Market economy has become 
syndicate economy. Lawlessness has 
become law and order. Delivery of  es-
sential services to the public has become 
regularly irregular. Public employment 
has changed from front door to back-
door appointment. Many government 
hospitals and health centers are without 
doctors and nurses. Free medicines in 
government hospitals are thing of  the 
past. Sophisticated diagnostic medical 
equipments in government hospitals 
gather dust and lie idle as mere show-
pieces. Government schools are without 
teachers in some and with proxy teach-
ers in others. Many schools have only 
ghost and bogus teachers. Teachers are 
on strike frequently, protesting against 
non-payment of  salaries. Government 
schools producing nil result in HSLC are 
increasing year after years. The benefits 
for old age and disabled do not reach the 
beneficiaries. If  not for want of  space, 
the list can go on. A one-word descrip-
tion for all these sorry state of  affairs will 
be ‘CHAOS’. The kind of  anarchy that 
is prevalent in Nagaland today occurs 
only in stateless politics. People want 
new order from this anarchy.

The cry for change is getting louder 
day by day. People undoubtedly want 
change of  power because power is the 
center of  change. Election is the proc-
ess to bring change in power politics. In 
democracy, election is a constitutional 
requirement, unavoidable. Corrupt elec-
tions manufactured corrupt leaders and 
corrupt governments. State general elec-
tion, due in early 2018 will be the de-
fining moment for Nagaland. Citizens 
have identified corrupt elections as the 
root cause of  all our problems. We want 
clean election but we do not want hon-

est voting. This is the paradox of  our 
problems. If  Nagas want clean election 
to elect clean leaders and get clean gov-
ernment, it is the responsibility and duty 
of  every elector to participate in election 
and vote honestly. If  you keep your slot 
open for somebody to cast proxy vote, 
you fail on your part. 

The great philosopher, Heracli-
tus of  Ephesus said; “CHANGE is the 
only constant”. In other words, nothing 
remains in the same state forever. Large 
sections of  people want change. yet, 
it is not without an equally opposing 
force. There is anti-change bandwagon 
too. They are people enjoying the fruits 
of  power now. They prefer status quo 
because they fear that change will dis-
place them. Thus, the battle is status 
quo versus change. Anywhere in the 
world, ‘political change’ most common-
ly came by people’s active participation 
in election process. Sometimes the 
popularity of  a dynamic leader brought 
change. At other times, it was the popu-
larity of  a political party. In many in-
stances, the personality/charisma and 
dynamism of  a popular leader decided 
the fate of  a political party. Conversely, 
the greatness of  a political party cata-
pulted many leaders from oblivion to 
prominence. These things give us clear 
message that the ‘CHANGE’ people of  
Nagaland too desire can come only by 
choosing the right platform (read party) 
or the right leader or both. Regrettably, 
pro-change people still seems undecid-
ed on the right party and/or the right 
leaders. They are still unorganized. 
Concretized plan to carry out the proc-
ess for change has not emerged. The in-
decision or delayed decision may be be-
cause, people of  Nagaland are unhappy 
with whatever parties available at hand. 
A political messiah too is yet to appear. 
People have seen the credibility of  a po-
litical party and its government in the 
integrity of  its leaders. This is a clear 
message to political parties that this 
time round, people are awake and alert. 
This is a wakeup call to political parties 
and leaders who matter that they can-
not take people for granted anymore.

Election 2018 is just few months 
away. Pro-change people need to con-
cretize plans, organize and get set to go. 
It is high time for pro-change people to 
choose a political party and leader(s). 
Choose a political party that offers the 
most realistic manifesto. It is high time 
political parties unveil their manifestoes 
for people to make a choice. In the past 
elections, people hardly voted on po-
litical party’s manifesto. In the coming 

election, electors should vote, based on 
election manifesto. Manifesto of  a po-
litical party will be the roadmap of  the 
new government. The election manifes-
to will guide the party’s government in 
implementing its promises. Individual 
promises made by deceptive leaders 
have no power to influence the poli-
cies and programs of  the government. 
In fact, it has influenced the elected to 
corrupt in order to fulfill the personal 
demand of  an elector. If  Nagas want 
change, electors should vote for general 
interest and not for individual benefit. 
In the past, political parties hardly im-
plemented their promises made in their 
election manifestoes. They throw away 
their manifestoes after elections. No-
body questioned them because people 
hardly read the election manifestoes of  
the political parties. In the coming elec-
tion, people should read the election 
manifestoes of  the political parties, not 
just once but as frequently as possible, 
because that will be the most effective 
weapon to charge the new government 
for its non-performance. Choose lead-
ers of  integrity and principle. Nagaland 
is in bad shape. Is Nagaland suffering 
from leadership famine? Is mediocrity 
leadership the cause of  instability? Na-
galand needs leaders of  wisdom, knowl-
edge and vision to correct the wrongs 
and give new direction. Choose leaders 
who will not be power-hungry to cause 
instability to government but provide 
stability and progress. Electors need to 
elect strong leaders who can take Na-
galand in fast forward mode. Nagaland 
cannot afford to elect weak leaders who 
may become liabilities to the State. On 
political front, choose representatives 
who have potentials to give statesman-
ship to Nagaland’s politics. Choose 
leaders who can apply their own minds 
and safeguard constitutional guaran-
tees for Nagas as enshrined in Article 
371A. On economic front, choose lead-
ers who will exercise fiscal discipline 
and honor austerity calls. Nagas can-
not go on depending on Delhi only. We 
need to throw away our begging bowl. 
We need to generate own revenue from 
internal resources available. We need to 
stop Delhi from bullying us and dictat-
ing terms on us at all times. Nagas will 
need leaders with large hearts in the 
new government to look beyond Delhi 
for development of  Nagaland. We need 
leaders who will have all seriousness 
and expertise to fight for our economic 
rights. If  Delhi will not give us, it has no 
right to stop us from looking beyond.

The future of  Nagaland delicately 

hangs in 2018 election. Fiscally speak-
ing, Nagaland is already a liability State. 
Another bad election may land Naga-
land to end up as failed state and com-
pel the Union government to take over 
the administration. As it stands today, 
it appears that election 2018 will give a 
fractured mandate. This is evident from 
the fact that, as of  now, no political party 
commands lead over the other. The ex-
perience of  twelfth NLA proved that 
neither absolute majority nor alliance 
politics had provided stable government 
to Nagas. This is a clear message that 
numbers are not the sole determinant of  
govt.’s stability. Opposition-less, party-
less government gave Nagas nothing but 
instability and corruption. An effective 
opposition is indispensable for a vibrant 
democracy. Defection politics by elected 
members betrayed people’s mandate and 
promises made in their political parties’ 
manifestoes. Nagas need to elect lead-
ers who will honor people’s mandate for 
the term elected and be prepared to play 
effective opposition role if  that is the 
mandate they received. If  Nagaland is 
to progress, the next government will be 
hard-pressed to take many unpalatable 
decisions. No doubt, a decisive mandate 
will be required for that. Nevertheless, 
it has become clear that Nagas should 
not give the kind of  overwhelming ma-
jority to power mongers who constantly 
fight for ministerial berth. Nagas should 
vote out leaders who think they cannot 
deliver unless they become ministers or 
hold other offices of  profit. The reality 
of  downsizing is there to stay. Nagas 
should elect leaders who will have the 
humility and interest to serve the people 
as MLAs. 

If  Nagas must participate in another 
election, the only way to get good gov-
ernment is to elect honest leaders. Peo-
ple who entered the house of  power by 
using illegal and unconstitutional meth-
ods and created myriads of  problems 
for Nagaland will create more problems 
for Nagaland. They will not give solu-
tions. Corrupt elections were the root 
cause of  successive corrupt govern-
ments. Honest vote is the only way to 
elect clean leaders. Money was the root 
cause of  all time high dirty elections. 
The only power to defeat money power 
is truth. The only truth is honesty with 
your single vote. Ultimately, the elec-
tors will decide the future of  Nagaland 
by your single vote. The choice is yours 
but the right choice is for Nagaland. 
Nevertheless, if  Nagas cannot stop an-
other cycle of  corrupt election, what is 
the option to prevent it?

Appreciating NSDMA and the Need to Make it Better 

ACAUT Appreciates

Offshore Wind Farms Proposed to Meet Energy Demand

Nagaland at Crossroads : What is the Way Forward?

BiBLe ReAd:   
Psalm 41:1–3  
THougHT foR 
TodAy:

Blessed is he who 
considers the poor. 
~  Psalm 41:1 nkjv
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Today’s ASTro-predicTion

Aries (MAr 21 - Apr 19): If  you’ve been 
feeling less like yourself  lately, Aries, a surge of  
inner power could push you over the top and 
make you feel strong and healthy again. You 

could decide to finish the unfinished tasks around you 
today. You might get most of  them done by day’s end. 
Don’t forget to enjoy yourself, however. You will want to 
make the most of  your newfound energy.

TAurus (Apr 20 - MAy 20): A surge of  pas-
sion could dominate your day unless you find 
an outlet for it, Taurus. An intimate evening 
with a lover would be a good idea. Creative 

passion is also strong, and you could be hit with sudden 
inspiration, perhaps influenced by distant places. Don’t 
be afraid to take time out from your mundane chores to 
pursue this inspiration. Creativity is as important as any-
thing else.

GeMini (MAy 21 - Jun 21): A romantic 
evening at home with your partner could 
bring the two of  you closer, Gemini. Your 
emotions are intense right now, so you need 

to use your intuition to judge exactly how much of  
your feelings you should reveal. An intellectual pas-
sion could also come your way. You might discover a 
new field of  interest and you’ll want to bury yourself  at 
home studying it for hours.

CAnCer (Jun 22 - Jul 22): Information 
received from far away could excite your 
passion to learn more about a subject, Can-
cer. You might be inspired to use your new 

knowledge in a project that includes a partner. Your 
mind is extremely insightful at this time, so if  you face 
decisions, this is the day to follow your heart. Don’t be 
surprised if  you find your telepathic abilities expanded 
as well!

leo (Jul 23 - AuG 22): Money matters are 
likely to be advanced today through your in-
tuition and inner power, Leo. You may get a 
hunch that your idea for bringing in some extra 

money just might work. At least look into it. Don’t let 
anyone talk you out of  it until you know the facts. You 
might also rediscover a neglected talent that you could 
find quite useful at this time.

VirGo (AuG 23 - sep 22): A surge of  inner 
power could have you feeling like you can move 
mountains, Virgo. If  you’ve been contemplating 
a course of  action that others believe impossible, 

this is the time to get it going. Career matters, romance, 
and creative projects could all be advanced considerably 
by careful effort on your part. Give it some thought, write 
down your ideas, consider all contingencies, and move 
ahead!

librA (sep 23 - oCT 22): Memories from 
your past could resurface, Libra. You might 
wonder why you’re suddenly thinking about 
them, but they probably represent a release 

of  old emotional hang-ups that have been holding you 
back. By midafternoon you should feel more focused, de-
termined, and ready to take on just about anything. This 
is definitely a great day to start new projects or complete 
old ones.

sCorpio (oCT 23 - noV 21): Today repre-
sents a beginning in many ways. A friend from 
the past could reappear in your life, Scorpio, 
and bring up memories both pleasant and dis-

concerting. Don’t worry too much about it. This prob-
ably represents a much-needed release. You might also 
become involved with a group that embodies goals about 
which you’re passionate. New friends could also come 
your way. Expect a few surprises from all sides!

sAGiTTArius (noV 22 - DeC 21): Emotions 
could be running high today, Sagittarius. Someone 
in your entourage may have a problem with an au-
thority figure, and political issues could come up. 

You may feel powerful right now and tempted to throw your 
hat into the ring. However, it’s best to stay out of anything 
political and channel that power and passion into your own 
project. That’s far more likely to bring positive results.

CApriCorn (DeC 22 - JAn 19): Height-
ened mental powers might have you spend-
ing a lot of  time reading or doing research of  
some kind, Capricorn. Your curiosity is espe-

cially high right now. You might even consider advancing 
your education in some way, especially since new inter-
ests have been stimulating you for some time. New friends 
in fascinating fields might have started you thinking. This 
is a good time to look into this.

AquArius (JAn 20 - Feb 18): Aquarius, 
your intuition is increased today to the point 
where you feel like a mind reader, like you 
could deduce the thoughts and motives of  peo-

ple you’ve never met before. Reading about news events 
might bring sudden insights as to how they’re going to 
turn out. You could decide to put this ability to work 
advancing your financial condition. Do this if  you can, 
within reason. Your insights are probably correct!

pisCes (Feb 19 - MAr 20): You should be 
feeling especially passionate at this time, Pisces, 
especially regarding partnerships. Romantic 
partnerships definitely call for an evening to-

gether! Professional and creative partnerships call for a 
new project that you believe in strongly. Look to events in 
other states or foreign countries for inspiration. Something 
begun in places far away could capture your imagination.

Have drug prices gone up or down? How will you know 
how much to pay? The Wire breaks it down.

Now that the goods and services tax (GST) has been 
in place for over a month, more aspects of  it are becoming 
clear. One of  the questions that have come up is what it 
means for the affordability of  medicines. GST replaces a 
whole host of  taxes – and chiefly of  relevance to medicines, 
the old value added tax and excise duty. All invoices – of  
medicine manufacturers and traders – only reflect a GST 
from July 1, 2017. But what does that mean in practice?
How will GsT on medicines affect the consumer?
The GST rate on a commodity has been fixed such that 
the incidence due to the new rate is approximately equal 
to the earlier tax incidence due to VAT and excise duty. 
VAT was 5% and excise duty – where applicable – was 
6% of 65% of the MRP. The MRP included the VAT and 
excise duty. No seller can sell at more than the the MRP.

The GST on formulations (tablets/capsules/liquids) 
used in allopathic medical care and other health-related 
items fall in three categories: GST at 12%, 5% and zero. 
Human blood and its components, and all types of  contra-
ceptives have no GST on them.

The GST on formulations is 12% for most medicines, 
as compared to the earlier 9.5% effective rate (VAT + ex-
cise duty). A few medicines which earlier had no excise 
duty, like ORS, vaccines and insulin, but had 5% VAT, 
now have a 5% GST incidence.
How have prices changed?
Prices of  medicines with 12% GST will have increase by 
about 2.30%. Prices of  medicines with 5% GST will have 
not change. In summary, medicines with 12% GST will 
have a 2.30% increase over pre-GST MRP. Medicines with 
5% GST will continue to be sold at the pre-GST MRP.

This is the scenario in a state like Gujarat and is true 
for much of  India. In a few states, VAT and excise duty are 
at different rates on certain items. If  VAT and excise duty 
were both at zero, the increase post-GST will be zero, 5% 
or 12% depending on which GST category the item is in 
now. If  excise duty was at the usual rate of  6% and VAT 
was zero, the increase in MRP post-GST will be 0.90 % or 
7.6%, depending on whether the item is now in the 5% or 
12% GST slab.

Has the government increased the ceiling prices of  es-
sential medicines listed in the National List of  Essential 
Medicines (NLEM) and under price control?

Yes, the government has increased their ceiling prices. 
The new ceiling prices reflect the 2.3% increase for price 
controlled drugs – that is for NLEM drugs in the 12% 
GST category. Price control of  NLEM drugs incidentally 
covers less than 12% of the domestic pharma market of  
more than Rs 1 lakh crore.

Drugs not under price control are allowed a 10% price 
increase every April as per the Drug Price Control Order, 
2013. However, the government did not allow the 2.3% 
price increase due to GST for these drugs not under price 
control, and has asked drug companies to maintain the 
same MRP after July 1 too.
so how does it reflect on the price displayed on a strip or 
on medicine labels?

Pharma companies have been allowed to put a sticker 
on medicines made before July 1, 2017 for NLEM 2015 
drugs. For medicines made after July 1, 2017, the new re-
vised MRP for NLEM 2015 drugs will be printed on the 
label reflecting the 2.3% increase.
What about for medicines in the 5% GsT category?

For medicines in the 5% GST category there will be 
no change on the MRP and therefore no need for new 
price stickers.
What if some manufacturers chose not to put stickers to 
reflect the 12% GsT on medicines?

During the transition to the GST regime, for medi-
cines made before July 1, some manufacturers have not 
changed the MRP as it is a tedious and messy procedure 
to put stickers, etc. Which means they are absorbing the 
loss of  about 2.3% on the batches made before July 1 and 
lying in stock with them as on July 1, 2017.
When will labels reflect the price increase because of 
increased tax incidence due to GsT?

For medicines made after July 1, 2017, all labels on 
medicines will reflect the price increase. So in 3-4 months 
practically all medicines in stock will be – it is expected – 
of  only batches made after July 1, 2017. The revised MRP 
on the label on these medicines will be inclusive of  GST.

Please note the GST is on the transaction cost – that 
is the price charged at every stage. Therefore, GST will be 
charged by the manufacturer, wholesaler and distributor 

on his/her sale price and not on the MRP. However, the 
MRP is inclusive of  the GST; therefore retailers selling at 
or less than the MRP will have to back calculate the GST 
accordingly.
Who finally pays for the GsT on the medicine?

The end user is the patient. The patient always paid 
the taxes. Under the GST regime, it is explicit.

For example, if  a hospital with GST registration buys 
Rs 100 worth of  a medicine from Alpha – where Alpha 
is a pharma manufacturer/trader – Alpha’s invoice to the 
hospital will be Rs 100 plus 12% GST = Rs 112. The GST 
collected by Alpha from the hospital is Rs 12. Alpha will 
remit to the government Rs 12, less any input credit (that 
is any GST paid on Alpha’s purchases).

Further, if  the MRP on the medicine’s label is Rs 140, 
the hospital’s/retailer’s invoice to the patient will be Rs 140, 
or Rs 125 plus Rs 15 as GST (as 12% of Rs 125 is Rs 15). 
The hospital collects Rs 15 as GST. But the hospital has 
already paid Rs 12 to Alpha. So even though it collects Rs 
15 from the patient, it will pay only Rs 3 to the government 
(since it already paid Rs 12). So in effect, the patient picks 
up the GST tab of the hospital (Rs 3) and of Alpha (Rs 12).
if a hospital does not have GsT registration?

If  a hospital (or a retailer) does not have GST registra-
tion, it cannot sell medicines bought from outside the state 
in which the hospital is located. So a hospital located in 
Tamil Nadu cannot buy and sell medicines bought from 
Gujarat. However, if  the hospital does not have GST reg-
istration, it can still distribute for free medicines bought 
from outside the state.
What is the scenario if you include Apis (Active phar-
maceutical ingredients), that is the raw material, in 
your analysis?

It does not make a positive difference to the consumer. 
Most APIs are in the 18% GST category, matching the 
effective VAT plus excise duty incidence of  17.6% before 
the GST regime. Some APIs are in the 5% GST category. 
GST on formulations is at 5 or 12%. As a formulations 
manufacturer, if  I buy API at Rs 100 say plus Rs 18 (18% 
GST rate), but if  I sell the formulations made from the 
API at Rs 200, I collect from my buyer Rs 24 (GST rate 
12%) in addition. I remit to the government Rs 24: Rs 18 
through the API manufacturer on paying his bill of  Rs 118 
and Rs 6 directly to the govt. The incidence of  tax earlier 
and under GST remains more or less the same.

As before, all GST paid to the government is collected 
from the end consumer or patient: nobody in the chain 
from API manufacturer or dealer to formulations manu-
facturer-dealer-retailer really pays out of  his/her pocket in 
the final analysis.
so GsT does not benefit the consumer by price decrease?

There is no obvious way, if  one has followed the above 
analysis, how medicine prices can decrease if  everybody 
at every stage maintains the same profit margins. We have 
seen the GST rates of  12% on formulations was about 
2.3% more than the incidence of  tax before GST. There is 
no way prices can come down because of  GST per se, at 
least not on medicines in the 12% GST category.

So there is no conceivable ‘passing on of  benefits to 
the consumer’ because there is no benefit to pass?

Yes, that is correct. Neither does the supply chain ben-
efit in any way, as this business of  input credit was avail-
able pre-GST too. In fact, manufacturers and traders will 
be filing returns every month and those small traders who 
are not computer savvy will need to become savvy or de-
pend on competent persons for help.
Then who does the GsT regime benefit?

Tax collectors, that is governments at the Centre and 
state levels, will be happy. In due course, if  not immedi-
ately, all businesses, manufacturers and traders with an 
annual turnover of  more than Rs 20 lakh will pay tax and 
will be ‘captured’ in the tax net. But there will be enough 
procedural and legal wrangles between tax payers and the 
governments that collect the tax, increasing the burden on 
courts and increasing the work, and income, of  at least 
two professions: chartered accountants and lawyers. Ab-
solute tax revenues will increase in the country. How such 
increased revenues are used for people’s welfare depends 
on the governments.

Interstate commerce will pick up: the pile up of  trucks 
at the state border will be less as also the regime of  road 
permits – and associated corruption that you had to face if  
you had to sell interstate within India – will be history. It 
already is for the most part. In one year we will know how 
things are working out.
Will corruption of government tax auditors decrease 
post GsT?

Unlikely. We hope we are wrong.
(S. Srinivasan and T. Srikrishna are associated with 
LOCOST, Vadodara, a generic drugs manufacturer.) 

When the Supreme Court 
excluded the “creamy 
layer”, or the well-off  
sections, among the 

backward castes from the benefits of  
reservations in its 1991 judgement, it 
had taken a logical step to ensure that 
the advantages of  the quota system 
in the matter of  social advancement 
were not enjoyed in perpetuity by the 
identified communities.

What the judicial pronounce-
ment entailed was that once those 
who had suffered for centuries from 
the inequities of  the caste system 
had been able to overcome much of  
their social disabilities via the offi-
cially sponsored affirmative action, 
they would lose their right for pref-
erential treatment. The criterion for 
those who would be excluded from 
the benefits of  the quota system was 
an annual income of  Rs 100,000.

However, while deciding on the 
concept of  the “creamy layer”, the 
judiciary does not seem to have tak-
en into account the possibility of  the 
intervention of  the political class to 
circumvent the legal objective.

Over the years, the politicians 
across the board have succeeded in 
dodging the income limit by periodi-
cally increasing the quantum of  the 
annual earnings of  the backward 
castes from Rs 100,000 in 1993 to 
Rs 250,000 in 2004 to Rs 450,000 in 
2008 to Rs 600,000 in 2013.

Clearly, to the political class, 
the creamy layer is an elastic con-
cept which can keep on expanding 
with the express purpose of  retain-
ing within its fold even the affluent 
among the backward castes in order 
to make them eligible for reserva-
tions in employment and education.

Considering that the reservations 
were meant to be in force for only 
the first 10 years after Independence, 

there is little doubt that the present 
practice is a travesty of  the origi-
nal intent. As much is evident from 
the contention of  the now-defunct 
National Commission for Back-
ward Castes that the annual income 
should be Rs 15 lakh.

It not surprising, therefore, that 
the Narendra Modi government has 
decided to increase the annual in-
come from the present Rs 600,000 to 
Rs 800,000. There will be no prizes 
for guessing that the amount will 
keep on increasing year after year 
and that being a part of  the creamy 
layer will be an ever-receding goal 
for the backward castes.

By this token, no matter how 
high is the income of  a backward 
caste person, he will always be poor 
in the government’s eyes -- though 
not to his neighbours -- and in need 
of  clutches for securing jobs and 
education.

The reason for this oddity is the 

political need to secure votes even 
if  the grant of  such largesse means 
ignoring the concept of  merit. How-
ever, it also boosts the caste system 
which is often deemed to be the bane 
of  the Hindu social order.

The belief  among the idealists at 
the dawn of  Independence that the 
caste system will gradually wither 
away with the nation’s progress has 
proved to be a chimera.

As if  to confirm this regressive 
trend, the Modi government is now 
contemplating identifying various 
sub-castes among the backwards for 
extending the benefits of  reserva-
tions on the ground that the quotas 
have mostly been grabbed by the 
more dominant castes, such as the 
Yadavs in Uttar Pradesh and Bihar.

This slicing of  the cake is an 
extension of  the electoral policy 
which the Bharatiya Janata Party 
(BJP) successfully pursued in Uttar 
Pradesh by courting the non-Yadav 

backward castes and the non-Jatav 
Dalits to wean them away from the 
Yadav-dominated Samajwadi Party 
and the Jatav-dominated Bahujan 
Samaj Party.

Ironically, it was to counter the 
caste card played by the Janata Dal 
leader and Prime Minister V.P. Singh 
in 1990 that BJP leader L.K. Advani 
embarked on his Somnath-to-Ayo-
dhya rath yatra to keep the party’s 
Hindu flock together.

Today, however, the BJP is play-
ing the caste card with a vengeance 
to boost its political position. Its mo-
tivation is possibly all the stronger 
because of  the knowledge that it will 
not get the Muslim vote. So, it has to 
try all the more to rope in the back-
ward castes and add them to its tally 
of  upper caste votes which the party 
believes are already in its bag.

In the process of  wooing the 
backward castes, not only the age-
old “varna vyavastha” or the caste 

system but also the concept of  reser-
vations is strengthened.

To make matters worse, since the 
number of  government jobs is dwin-
dling in a time of  the free market, 
voices are bound to be raised for ex-
tending the quota system to the pri-
vate sector, thereby ringing its death-
knell where efficiency is concerned.

As these retrogressive steps are 
advocated and implemented, the 
“sabka vikas” or the agenda of  de-
velopment for all is bound to be hit.

Moreover, the calls that are 
sometimes given for dispensing with 
quotas, as by the Rashtriya Swayam-
sevak Sangh chief, Mohan Bhagwat, 
are likely to be ignored. For those 
who see Hindu society through the 
lens of  caste, all will be well in the 
foreseeable future.

(Amulya Ganguli is a political 
analyst. The views expressed are 

personal. He can be reached at 
amulyaganguli@gmail.com)
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explainer: The impact of GST on Medicine prices

BJP Plays the Caste Card Knowing it Won’t Get the Muslim Vote

Mithilesh Kumar Sinha

As a student of  economics I got 
tempted to look at how far this 
country has come since the Brit-
ish left. Imaging taking respon-

sibility for the governance of  a country 
in 1947 when only 16 per cent of  Indians 
were literate, life expectancy at birth was 32 
years, per capita income at current prices 
was `247, and per capita consumption of  
electricity was 16.3 kWh per year. Lesser 
mortals would have concluded that India 
was ungovernable. 

But our visionary leaders, policy makers 
and planners bravely shouldered the awe-
some responsibility of  governing a vast and 
volatile nation. On the owing of  their tire-
less effort, India has made much progress, 
come a long way since August 1947 and 
can look forward to more. 

Though, the first 20 years can be de-
scribed as the lost years, the second 25 years 

were even more lost- so probably best de-
scribed as the atrociously lost years and the 
most recent 25 years can be thought of  us 
the years of  modest positivism.  In 70 years, 
India witnessed a great leap of  change and 
swing. Things have changed. Businesses are 
not evil; entrepreneurs are all not crooks; 
laws are not all draconian. 1971 was Social-
ist India. 2014 is India, flourishing market 
economy. India is today the world’s 7th 
largest economy. India is now among the 
world’s top exporting countries. Innovation 
has improved productivity so dramatically 
that merchandise exports are growing faster 
than 30 per cent annually. GDP growth has 
doubled or tripled since 2004 in six large, 
poor states- Uttar Pradesh, Bihar, Orissa, 
Chhattisgarh, Jharkhand and Madhya 
Pradesh. Today we are one of  the consump-
tion engines of  the world as we are guzzling 
colas, downloading music on hour iPads 
and zipping around in our sedans.

India is on the verge of  becoming a great 
power in the world.  In 2016, India’s GDP 

growth rate was 8.0 per cent, India witnessed 
3.4 per cent growth rate in IIP, Manufactur-
ing growth rate was 10.8 per cent, growth 
rate of  Electricity was 5 per cent. Foodgrain 
production was very high i.e. 252 mn tonnes. 
Savings growth as % of  GDP was 32.2 per 
cent, that of  investment as % of  GDP was 
33.2 and electricity production was 1336 bn 
kWh (utilities) (see Table) 

 India has witnessed the rise in the life 
expectancy at birth to 68. 34 years. The 
rise in literacy took place and it reached at 
73 per cent. Per Capita Income surged to 
`1, 03,219. The proportion of  people liv-
ing in poverty declined to less than 22 per 

cent. India achieved the self-sufficiency in 
food grains and got success in avoidance 
of  famine. It has overcome the occurrence 
of  plague, kala azar, small pox and polio. 
India advanced in science and technology, 
especially space and atomic energy, with 
limited resources. 

It is, of  course, true that the country 
has progressed on several fronts but much 
work still needs to be done. Literacy may 
be well over 70 per cent now but there are 
significant gaps in schooling performance 
that need to be filled. Life expectancy may 
be more than twice that it was in 1947, but 
health care remains abysmal. Public health 

care is mired in corruption, inefficiency, 
and chronic incapacity; private health care 
is expensive and often exploitative. India 
has much to celebrate by way to go in mak-
ing this growth process more socially, eco-
nomically and regionally inclusive. Seizing 
the opportunities for reform today- to cre-
ate jobs, improve access to quality educa-
tion and health, develop infrastructure, and 
ensure a cleaner environment- will make it 
possible to harness globalization and real-
ize India’s potential in the decades ahead. 
Governance still needs a miracle. Before 
becoming a superpower India should focus 
more on providing dignity to its citizen. 

Table: india profile: Key indicators of Development

Source: Economic Survey of  India 2016-17

GDP 
Growth (%)

IIP 
(%)

Manufacturing 
(%)

Electricity 
(%)

Foodgrain production 
(mn tonnes)

Savings 
(as % of  GDP)

Investment
(as % of  GDP)

Electricity production 
in bn kwh (utilities)

8.0 3.4 10.8 5.0 252 32.2 33.2 1336
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News iN Brief
Man held at Delhi airport for 
smuggling gold worth Rs 27 lakh
New Delhi, August 27 (PTI): A man was arrested at the 
airport here by the Customs Department for allegedly 
trying to smuggle in gold worth Rs 27 lakh, officials said 
today. The accused was arrested upon his arrival from 
Birmingham on Friday. The Customs Department in a 
statement said the 50-year- old passenger was wearing 
gold weighing 999 gms worth Rs 27.20 lakh on his wrist.  
The passenger, who is an Overseas Citizen of India and 
holds an Italian passport, has been arrested.

IIT-KGP professor gets drowned 
trying to save son
Kolkata, August 27 (PTI): A professor of IIT Kharagpur 
got drowned in a large water filled ditch today while 
trying to rescue his 4-year-old child who had fallen 
into the waterbody near the IIT campus in Kharagpur 
Rural area of  West Midnapore district today, police 
said. Local people took Joydip Bhattacharjee, a faculty 
member of  Department of  Naval Architecture and 
Ocean Engineering, and his son out of the water and 
took them to hospital where the professor was declared 
brought dead. IIT sources said the 40-year-old professor 
was taking a stroll with his two children outside the 
campus when one child fell into the ditch while trying 
to take a selfie.

Three teenage girls drown in a 
river in Bhilwara district
Jaipur, August 27 (PTI): Three teenaged girls drowned 
in a river today in Mandalgarh village in Bhilwara 
district, police said. The incident happened when Suva 
(15), Lakhi (13) and (12), all residents of Pali district, 
had gone to take a bath in Mej River, Rajendra Singh 
SHO of Kachol police station said. They went into deep 
water and eventually drowned, he said.  The bodies have 
been taken and handed over to family members after 
post mortem.

Heavy rainfall likely in Odisha
Bhubaneswar, August 27 (ANS): The India 
Meteorological Department (IMD) on Sunday forecast 
heavy rainfall in several parts of Odisha in the next 48 
hours due to cyclonic circulation over the Bay of Bengal.
The Met department has also issued thunderstorm and 
lightning warning for as many as 27 districts in Odisha.
Very heavy rainfall is likely to occur in Malkangiri, 
Koraput, Rayagada, Gajapati, Nabarangpur, Nuapada, 
Kalahandi, Kandhamal and Ganjam in the next 48 
hours due to cyclonic circulation over Bay of Bengal, 
said an IMD bulletin. Another system is likely to form 
on September 

Headless body of youth recovered 
from Jhelum River
Srinagar, August 27 (IANS): A headless body of  a 
youth was recovered from from the Jhelum River in 
Jammu and Kashmir’s Bandipora district on Sunday and 
later recognised by a local family, police said. The body 
of Muzaffar Ahmad Parray alias Muzaffar Nata was 
recovered from the river and later identified by a family 
in Hajin area of Bandipora as that of one of its members.
A spontaneous protest shutdown was observed in Hajin 
area after the identification of the body. Police sources 
said the slain person was an over ground worker of the 
LeT outfit.

One injured as shell goes off at 
J&K govt building
Srinagar, August 27 (PTI): One person was today 
injured when a shell went off at the Entrepreneurship 
Development Institute (EDI) building where an 
encounter had taken place between security forces and 
militants last year, the police said. Jan Mohammad Dar, 
a resident of  Lethpora in south Kashmir’s Pulwama 
district, was injured when a shell exploded at the EDI 
building in Pampore near the Srinagar-Jammu national 
highway on the city outskirts, a police official said. Dar, 
who is an electrician, was working at the building at the 
time of the incident. 

800 containers of liquor seized in UP
Ballia, August 27 (PTI): Two persons were arrested 
today and 800 containers of smuggled liquor worth Rs 
75 lakhs seized from them in Middha village here, police 
said. Acting on a tip off, police arrested Sangam Yadav 
and Babloo Yadav and recovered 800 crates of liquor 
manufactured in Haryana. The crates were found inside 
a Bihar-bound truck. However, two others escaped from 
the police. Additional SP Vijay Pal Singh said, “Liquor 
carried in a truck was seized early this morning at 
Middha village”. The truck was on its way with liquor 
manufactured in Haryana to Bihar, he said.

Three hardcore criminals arrested 
in UP
Lakhimpur Khiri, August 27 (PTI): Three hardcore 
criminals were arrested and country-made pistols 
recovered from them in Uttar Pradesh’s Kheri district, 
police said today. According to Superintendent of Police, 
S Channappa, the criminals were involved in shooting 
a sub inspector on August 21. They were identified as 
Ram Rahim, Amit Mishra and Shahid of Shahjahanpur 
district. Acting on a tip-off, police arrested the three 
under Pasgawan police limits and also recovered live 
cartridges from them. 

Dinakaran sacks Palaniswami 
from his party post
Chennai, August 27 (IANS): Continuing his sacking 
spree of  AIADMK leaders from their party posts 
to establish his supremacy within the party, ‘ousted’ 
Deputy General Secretary T.T.V. Dinakaran on Sunday 
dismissed Chief Minister K.Palaniswami as the party’s 
Salem Suburban District Secretary. In a statement 
issued here, Dinakaran said the sacking was done 
with the approval of  party’s jailed General Secretary 
V.K.Sasikala. Palaniswami has been replaced by 
S.K.Selvam in this post. 

Two killed on suspicion of cattle 
smuggling in north Bengal
Kolkata, August 27 (IANS): Two persons were beaten 
to death by a mob on suspicion of  cattle smuggling 
while their companion was arrested on Sunday in north 
Bengal’s Jalpaiguri district, police said. The three men 
were transporting cows on two pick-up vans when two 
of them were caught by the villagers at Jharsalboni area 
near Dhupguri. One managed to flee. “Two persons 
- Hafizul Sheikh and Anwar Hussain - were beaten to 
death by the villagers on suspicion of cattle smuggling. 
The incident occurred in the early hours. 

BJP and Modi make false promises only: Mamata

Patna, August 27 (IANS): West 
Bengal Chief  Minister Mamata 
Banerjee on Sunday targeted 
the BJP and Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi for making “false 
promises” and their total failure 
to fulfil any of  them for people.

“They only made false prom-
ises and did not anything else,” 
Banerjee said in her speech deliv-
ered in Hindi at the large gather-
ing at a rally here organised by 
Rashtriya Janata Dal chief  Lalu 
Prasad.

“We have seen three and 
half  years that passed so far in 
the name of  ‘achche din’ (good 
days).But reality on the ground 
is different... farmers are dying, 
unemployed youths are growing 
at fast rate like never before, com-
mon people are fed up with price 
rise,” she said.

Banerjee, also the Trinamool 
Congress supremo, said the coun-
try is ruled by a party that has 
changed the definition of  de-
mocracy.

“Now for the, it is a gov-
ernment of  the agencies,by the 
agencies and for the agencies. It 
is simple - the BJP and Modi have 

been using these agencies against 
opposition parties to any one who 
raise voices against them.”

But Banerjee asserted that she 
is not afraid of  the central govern-
ment because she believes in fight 
and struggle from the road to the 
assembly and the parliament. 

Accusing the central govern-
ment of  “trying to scare her with 
the help of  the CBI”, she said: 
“BJP leaders have been behav-
ing across the country in such a 
fashion to demonstrate that only 
BJP is right and others, including 
opposition, are wrong. This is 
something to be challenge and 
counter because it is a dangerous 
trend in the country.”

She also referred to the 
Bharatiya Janata Party’s inability 
to control the situation in party-
ruled Haryana after the convic-
tion of  Dera Sacha Sauda chief  
Gurmeet Ram Rahim Singh in a 
rape case.

Noting that the opposition is 
voice of  the people, she said that 
if  youth will protest or agitate 
against increasing joblessness, 
opposition parties have to sup-
port them.

Banerjee said that the BJP 
would be ousted from the power 
in 2019 general elections if  op-
position will be united on one 
platform.

Several leaders of  opposition 
parties including former Uttar 
Pradesh Chief  Minister and Sa-
majwadi Party leader Akhilesh 
Yadav and senior Congress leader 
Ghulam Nabi Azad also ad-
dressed the rally.

Leaders of  the Nationalist 
Congress Party, the Rashtriya 
Lok Dal, the Communist Party 
of  India, the Jharkhand Mukti 
Morcha, the Jharkhand Vikas 
Morcha, the All India United 
Democratic Front, the DMK and 
others also attended the rally. 

Lalu Prasad’s younger son 
and former Deputy Chief  Minis-
ter Tejashwi Yadav, his elder son 
Tej Pratap Yadav, his wife and 
former Chief  Minister Rabri Devi 
and their daughter Misa Bharti 
were also present at the rally at-
tended by thousands of  people 
despite floods affecting major 
parts of  Seemanchal, Koshi and 
Mithilanchal regions of  north 
Bihar.

Patna, August 27 (IANS): RJD 
chief Lalu Prasad on Sunday dared 
Prime Minister Narendra Modi 
and BJP President Amit Shah to 
do whatever they could against 
him and his family but warned 
that he and his party will continue 
to work for the defeat of  “com-
munal forces” in the 2019 General 
Elections.

“I will neither bow before fas-
cist and communal forces like the 
BJP, nor stop our fight against them 
till their defeat in the next General 
Elections,” the former Bihar Chief  
Minister said while addressing an 
opposition rally organised by his 
party here.

He also said he would ensure 
the ousting of  fascist-communal 
forces from power in Delhi by unit-
ing various opposition parties. 

Lalu Prasad said he would 
prefer to be hanged rather than 
compromise on his principles and 
political ideology to fight commu-
nal and fascist forces in the country.

“I was the one who used to 
warn people across the country 
during the 2014 election campaign-
ing that if  the BJP led by Modi 
came to power, the country will 
face danger and problems. My ap-
prehensions were ignored by many 
at that time, but have been proved 
true now.”

The former Railway Minister 
accused the central government of  
misusing the Income Tax Depart-
ment, the Enforcement Directo-
rate and the Central Bureau of  
Investigation to lodge “false cases” 
against him and his son and daugh-
ter to defame them.

“Farzi mukadma hum logon 
ko darane ke liye kiya tha (False 
case was foisted on us to scare us),” 
the Rashtriya Janata Dal chief said.

Accusing Bihar Chief Minister 
Nitish Kumar of betraying the pub-
lic mandate by breaking the Grand 
Alliance in the state, Lalu Prasad 

said the Janata Dal-United leader 
(Nitish) had no principles, no ideol-
ogy, but only love for power.

Lalu Prasad said he was aware 
of Nitish Kumar’s designs of po-
litical betrayal and was not ready 
to name him the chief ministerial 
candidate when the Grand Alli-
ance was formed in Bihar.

“I was not ready to declare 
Nitish Kumar the chief ministerial 
candidate due to his track record of  
betraying... it was the then Sama-
jwadi Party chief Mulayam Singh 
Yadav who persuaded me to agree 
to his name for the post.”

He said Nitish Kumar was en-
vious of and feared his younger son 
and former Deputy Chief Minister 
Tejashwi Yadav’s popularity.

Trinamool Congress chief  
and West Bengal Chief  Minister 
Mamata Banerjee, former Ut-
tar Pradesh Chief  Minister and 
Samajwadi Party leader Akhilesh 
Yadav and senior Congress leader 
Ghulam Nabi Azad also addressed 
the rally.

C.P. Joshi of  the Congress, 
Nationalist Congress Party’s 
Tarique Anwar, Rashtriya Lok 
Dal’s Choudhary Jayant Singh, 
Communist Party of India’s Sud-
hakar Reddy, former Jharkhand 
Chief  Ministers Hemant Soren 
of Jharkhand Mukti Morcha and 
Babulal Marandi of the Jharkhand 
Vikas Morcha, All India United 
Democratic Front leader Badrud-
din Ajmal and leaders from the 
DMK, Janata Dal-Secular and 
Revolutionary Socialist Party also 
attended.

Thousands of people attended 
the rally despite floods in major 
parts of Seemanchal, Koshi, and 
Mithilanchal regions of north Bi-
har.  Also present at the rally were 
Tejashwi Yadav, Lalu Prasad’s 
elder son Tej Pratap Yadav and 
wife Rabri Devi along with their 
daughter Misa Bharti.

Chandigarh, August 27 
(IANS): Security forces 
were on high alert again 
on Sunday in Haryana and 
Punjab as both states braced 
for the announcement of  
quantum of  punishment 
on Monday to Dera Sacha 
Sauda sect chief  Gurmeet 
Ram Rahim Singh who has 
been convicted of rape by a 
CBI special court.

The sentencing will be 
done in a court being spe-
cially set up inside the Dis-
trict Jail premises in Sunaria 
near Rohtak, 70 km from 
Delhi, where Ram Rahim 
was brought and lodged after 
his conviction.

Special Central Bureau 
of  Investigation judge Jag-
deep Singh, who had Friday 
held the Dera chief guilty of  
raping and sexually exploit-
ing two female disciples 
in 2002, will be flown to 
Rohtak on Monday for an-
nouncing the quantum of  
punishment.

Curfew was reimposed 
in Haryana’s Sirsa town, 
where the sect’s headquar-
ters are located, on Sunday 
and security forces braced 
themselves for any eventual-
ity in and around Rohtak 
town in view of sentencing 
of  the sect chief, who has 
lakhs of followers mainly in 
Punjab and Haryana.

The areas affected by 
violence in both states re-
mained peaceful on Sunday 
even though security forces 
remained on high alert in 
both states, officials said.

In Sirsa, 260 km from 
here, where curfew was re-
laxed on Sunday morning 
for three hours, saw more 
Dera followers heading for 
the sprawling sect head-
quarters on the outskirts 
of  the town as tension still 

prevailed.
The army and para-mil-

itary forces are stationed 
outside the complex and 
have appealed repeatedly to 
the sect followers to vacate 
the premises. 

However, local authori-
ties said that thousands of  
followers were still inside 
the complex, which is like 
a mini-city with a huge sta-
dium, educational institu-
tions, factories, markets and 
hospitals inside.

A media team from a 
national news channel was 
attacked in Sirsa by Dera 
followers, who chased and 
assaulted them in presence 
of the Haryana Police.

The attackers tried to 
snatch their camera and 
damaged it. The media team 
got minor injuries before 
they were rescued by secu-
rity forces in the vicinity. 
However, the assailants took 
away their car.

Dera followers had at-
tacked the media in Pan-
chkula on Friday after the 
rape case verdict against 
the sect chief  and outdoor 
broadcasting vehicles were 
set on fire by the mobs.

Haryana Director Gen-
eral of  Police B.S. Sandhu 
meanwhile said that no in-
cident was reported from 
anywhere in the state in the 
past 24 hours.

“Our top priority is to 
ensure security for the sen-
tencing in Sunaria (Rohtak) 
tomorrow (Monday). We 
are fully prepared with po-
lice personnel, para-military 
forces and Army on stand-
by,” he said.

“We have searched and 
sanitised all premises of the 
sect at various places,” he 
said, adding 826 arrests have 
been made so far in connec-

tion with the violence.
Authorities are appre-

hending that the situation 
could take a violent turn 
following the sentencing of  
the disgraced godman on 
Monday.

With tension building up 
in some parts of  Haryana 
and Punjab in wake of the 
sentencing, both states sus-
pended mobile Internet serv-
ices till August 29 (Tuesday). 
In Haryana, all schools and 
other educational institu-
tions have been ordered to 
remain closed on Monday. 

Prohibitory orders, bar-
ring the assembly of five or 
more persons and carrying 
of firearms and other weap-
ons, have been imposed in 
Fatehabad, Kaithal and Am-
bala districts.

The conviction verdict 
led to violence leaving 36 
people dead. Of  these, 30 
died in Panchkula, where 
the court was located, while 
six died in Sirsa town. Over 
250 people were injured.

However, curfew was 
withdrawn on Saturday in 
Panchkula, adjoining Chan-
digarh, which saw the maxi-
mum violence on Friday.

Meanwhile, trains af-
fected due to law and order 
situation have been resumed 
after receiving security clear-
ance from authorities, the 
Railways said on Sunday.

“All the trains on Delhi-
Jammu, Delhi-Amritsar, 
Delhi-Chandigarh, Morada-
bad-Saharanpur-Ambala 
sections have been resumed 
with immediate effect,” said 
Northern Railway spokes-
man Neeraj Sharma.

However, security clear-
ance for Delhi-Rohtak-
Bathinda section is still 
awaited and 25 trains are yet 
to be resumed, he said.

New Delhi, August 27 (IANS): Prime Min-
ister Narendra Modi said on Sunday that 
festivals should be transformed into symbols 
of cleanliness in ‘new India’ and called for a 
15-day campaign ahead of Gandhi Jayanti to 
take the message of “cleanliness is service” 
to every home.

Speaking during his ‘Mann Ki Baat’ 
programme on All India Radio, Modi said 
India was a land of diversities and this was 
visible in every walk of life. 

He greeted people on the festivals of  
Samvatsari Parva, Ganesh Chaturthi, 
Onam, and Eid-ul-Zuha. 

“Festivals are, of course, symbols of faith 
and belief. In new India, we should trans-
form them into symbols of  cleanliness as 
well. In individual households, festivals and 
cleanliness are linked. In fact, preparations 
for festivals always begin with cleaning,” 
Modi said.

“This is nothing new for us, but it is im-
portant to convert it into a social character. 
Public cleanliness must be insisted upon 
not just in our homes but in our villages, 
towns, cities, states, and in the entire country 
-- cleanliness has to be inextricably linked to 
our festivals,” he added. 

Modi said the cleanliness campaign 
launched by his government will mark its 
third anniversary on October 2, the birth an-
niversary of Mahatma Gandhi, adding that 
the positive results of the campaign were for 
all to see. 

He said toilet coverage had increased 
from 39 per cent of the population to almost 
67 per cent and more than 2.30 lakh villages 
declared themselves open defecation-free.

The Prime Minister said there was filth 
everywhere after Gujarat floods and volun-
teers of Jamiat-Ulema-e-Hind cleaned 22 af-
fected temples and two mosques in a phased 
manner in Banaskantha district, setting an 
“inspiring example of unity for cleanliness”.

Modi called for “Swachchata hi Sewa” 
(cleanliness is service) campaign at least 15-
20 days prior to Gandhi Jayanti.

“We must all come together. We could 
look at this as preparations for Diwali, Na-
varatri, and Durga Puja. I urge all NGOs, 
schools, colleges, social, cultural and political 
leaders, people in the government, collectors 
and sarpanches to begin creating an environ-
ment of cleanliness at least 15 days ahead 
of Gandhi Jayanti so that it turns out to be 
October 2 of Gandhi’s dreams,” Modi said. 

Urging people to contribute through 
voluntary labour, the Prime Minister asked 
them to join hands on Sundays and other 
holidays to visit neighbourhood settlements. 

He said Ganesh Chaturthi stands for 
unity, equality, integrity and honesty while 
Onam gives the message of  love and har-
mony.  Modi said festivals like Navaratri in 
Gujarat, or Durga Utsav in West Bengal, 
were tremendous tourist attractions and 
other festivals also provided an opportunity 
to attract foreign visitors. 

Gurugram, August 27 
(IANS): CRPF Constable 
Jaswant Singh, killed on Sat-
urday by militants in Jammu 
and Kashmir, was cremated 
on Sunday with full state 
honours at his village near 
here in Haryana.

The state government 
announced Rs 50 lakh for 
his family. Jaswant Singh 
is survived by his father, 
mother, wife Rekha, daugh-
ter Deepika (11) and son 
Keshav (8). His wife, Rekha 
Yadav, is a constable in Del-

hi Police.
Jaswant Singh was 

among the eight security 
personnel killed in a terror 
attack in Jammu and Kash-
mir on Saturday.

His body reached the 
Palam airport in Delhi. After 
a wreath-laying ceremony in 
Delhi, the mortal remains 
were moved to his Shaikhu-
pur Majri village, 36 km 
from Gurugram.

Gur ug ram De puty 
Commissioner Vinay Pratap 
Singh paid tributes to Jas-

want Singh on behalf of the 
Haryana government.

Pataudi MLA Bimla 
Chaudhary announced an 
ex-gratia of  Rs 50 lakh to 
his family. It was also an-
nounced that a government 
school in the village would 
be named after Jaswant 
Singh. Jaswant Singh joined 
the Central Reserve Police 
Force (CRPF) in 2003. The 
youngest among five broth-
ers and two sisters, three of  
his brothers are in the Indian 
Army.

Mumbai, August 27 (IANS): As 
many as 80,000 distressed Indians 
were rescued safely from different 
countries in three years since the 
NDA government led by Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi took 
office, External Affairs Minister 
Sushma Swaraj said on Sunday.

“The MEA now has a humane 
face... Earlier, we kept hearing that 
even if  there are a couple of their 
citizens in distress, countries like 
the United States and Israel would 
rescue them from anywhere. It is 
heartening to share that we have 
rescued 80,000 Indians in three 
years,” Swaraj said.

She was speaking at the in-
auguration of  the country’s first 

Videsh Bhavan, assimilating all 
Regional Passport Offices and 
allied departments under a single 
roof at the Bandra Kurla Complex 
(BKC) here.

Swaraj said the government 
had brought in several changes 
due to which “India has emerged 
as an influential and sensitive state 
across the world”.

On the issue of  passports, 
she reiterated the government’s 
resolve for effective and speedy 
service delivery.

“Till 2014, only 77 Passport 
Seva Kendras were operating in 
the country. Now, 251 such cen-
tres are working, of  which 235 
were made functional in the last 

six months.”
On the efforts to streamline 

procedures for issuance of  pass-
ports, she said many rules that 
created hurdles in this regard have 
been discarded and made more 
relevant to the present times.

“Earlier, orphans without 
birth certificate were not enti-
tled to passports. Similarly was 
the case for divorcees. We have 
changed the rules to make them 
more citizen-friendly.”

Maharashtra Chief  Minister 
Devendra Fadnavis said it is the 
first Videsh Bhavan of the country 
and “will be a model for other 
states to follow”.

“Being an international-class 

city, Mumbai works very closely 
with the MEA and the Videsh 
Bhavan will help even more in this 
regard,” he said.

Under a pilot project, four of-
fices of MEA -- Regional Passport 
Office, Protector of  Emigrants 
office, Branch Secretariat and the 
Indian Council for Cultural Rela-
tions’ Regional Office -- have been 
integrated and brought under one 
roof  at the state-of-art office in 
BKC, Regional Passport Officer 
Swati Kulkarni said.

Earlier, Sushma Swaraj lit the 
ceremonial lamp to inaugurate 
the Videsh Bhavan in the presence 
of Minister of State for External 
Affairs Gen. V.K. Singh (retd), 

Fadnavis, and Administrator 
of  Union Territories of  Daman 
and Diu and Dadra and Nagar 
Haveli Praful Patel, besides other 
dignitaries.

The inauguration follows the 
shifting of the RPO from its Worli 
premises to the Videsh Bhavan 
from August 14 and merging of  
the Thane and Mumbai RPOs 
from August 21, which have al-
ready become functional. 

The existing Passport Seva 
Kendras in Thane, Thane-II, 
Malad (Mumbai) and Nashik will 
continue to function from their 
existing locations but under the 
administrative jurisdiction of the 
RPO Mumbai.

Rashtriya Janata Dal (RJD) chief Lalu Prasad with Trinamool Congress supremo and West Bengal chief minister Mamata Ban-
erjee and former Uttar Pradesh chief minister Akhilesh Yadav during “BJP Bhagao, Desh Bachao” rally at Gandhi Maidan in 
Patna on Sunday. 
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Residents sit on a fence surrounded by floodwaters from Tropical Storm Harvey on Sunday, Aug. 27, 2017, 
in Houston, Texas.

News IN BrIef
Saudi-led coalition admits killing 
14 civilians in Yemen by mistake
Riyadh, August 27 (IANS): The Saudi-led coalition 
admitted on Saturday the targeting of a civilian house 
in Sanaa was by mistake, Saudi Press Agency reported.
Col. Turki al-Maliki, the spokesman of the coalition, 
said that the presence of “a technical mistake” had led to 
the accidental and unintentional targeting of the civilian 
house, which left 14 dead. The spokesman expressed 
his deep sorrow over the occurrence of the accident and 
the damage to Yemeni civilians, as well as his sincere 
sympathy to the victims’ relatives.

Finland police confirm identify of 
suspect in stabbing attack
Helsinki, August 27 (PTI/AFP): The identify of the 
main suspect in the stabbing attack this month in the 
Finnish city of Turku has been confirmed, police said 
today. Investigators have determined that Abderrahman 
Mechkah, an asylum seeker whose name had previously 
been released by police, is a Moroccan man born in 1994.
National Bureau of Investigation said in a statement.
It said it would not release details of  his statements 
while the investigation continues. Police have said that 
Mechkah -- who arrived in Finland in early 2016 -- 
targeted women in a rampage on August 18 at a market 
square in the southwestern port city of Turku. Six other 
suspects have been arrested on suspicions of  being 
involved in the attack, though three of them have since 
been released. 

Death toll from Spain attacks rises 
to 16: local officials
Madrid, August 27 (PTI/AFP): The number of people 
killed in twin vehicle attacks in Spain last week rose 
to 16 on Sunday, local authorities in Barcelona said. 
“This morning a 51-year-old German woman died after 
being treated in a critical condition in hospital,” said a 
statement from the region’s civil defence. The attacks 
on Las Ramblas boulevard in Barcelona and in the 
seaside resort of  Cambrils left around 120 wounded. 
The woman who died on Sunday was hurt when a man 
ploughed a van through crowds of tourists on Spain’s 
most famous street on August 17 -- an attack that was 
claimed by the Islamic State group. Hours later, a car 
sped into Cambrils some 120 kilometres (75 miles) south, 
hitting people before crashing into a police vehicle. 

Typhoon Pakhar lands in China
Beijing, August 27 (IANS): Pakhar, the 14th typhoon of  
the year, on Sunday landed in the Chinese city Taishan in 
Guangdong province, bringing gales of up to 33 meters 
per second. Pakhar hit the province soon after Typhoon 
Hato, which landed on Wednesday in Zhuhai, about 80 
km from Taishan, Xinhua news agency reported. The 
meteorological centre said the city would see rainstorms 
and fierce winds on Sunday. A temporary closing of  
local companies, government agencies, schools and 
public places started on Saturday. China’s National 
Meteorological Centre (NMC) said Pakhar would move 
northwestward, entering Guangxi Zhuang region on 
Sunday evening while losing strength.

Venezuela begins military drill 
amid stepped up US hostility
Caracas, August 27 (IANS): Venezuelan Defence 
Minister Vladimir Padrino Lopez on Saturday 
announced the start of  a nationwide military drill, 
aimed at keeping the country battle ready in case of a 
foreign invasion. Speaking from Macarao National Park, 
in the western state of  Miranda, Padrino said “from 
this observation post (and) accompanied by all of my 
fellow soldiers... on Sunday we officially begin this drill,” 
Xinhua reported. Some 200,000 military troops and 
900,000 “combatants” are participating in the two-day 
drill, according to the army. Padrino said that through 
the exercise, “we want to say to the world that there is an 
armed force in Venezuela and a people who are willing 
to give all of themselves to defend ... our country.” US 
President Donald Trump recently said he would not rule 
out a “military option” in Venezuela to oust President 
Nicolas Maduro from power.

Top US official for South Asia to 
visit Pakistan
New York, August 27 (IANS): The top US official 
overseeing South Asia diplomacy will visit Islamabad 
this week following US President Donald Trump’s 
stern warning to Pakistan against harbouring terrorists. 
Alice Wells, who is the Acting Assistant Secretary of  
State in-charge of South and Central Asia, will meet 
Pakistani officials during her visit, the State Department 
announced on Saturday. She will be the first high-level 
official to visit Pakistan after Trump’s speech last week, 
issuing to Islamabad the bluntest warning so far by a 
US President that “it has much to lose by continuing to 
harbour terrorists”.

Washington, August 27 (PTI): 
America’s security aid to Paki-
stan “will be conditioned” on 
the steps Islamabad takes against 
terrorist groups such as the Tali-
ban and the Haqqani network, 
a senior Trump administration 
official has said.

“There have been long stand-
ing relationships between the 
Pakistani intelligence officials 
and these terrorist groups.

So, we don’t expect things 
to change overnight. We expect 
incremental changes over time,” 
the official told PTI.

His comments came days af-
ter US President Donald Trump 
hit out at Pakistan for providing 
safe havens to “agents of  chaos” 
that kill Americans in Afghani-
stan and warned Islamabad that 
it has “much to lose” by harbour-
ing terrorists.

“We will be able to see when 
these changes start to happen. 
They (might) not become im-
mediately apparent to the public, 
but we’re confident that when Pa-
kistan takes the steps we’re asking 
it to do, we’ll know it and we’ll be 
able to assess. And so, our secu-
rity aid will be conditioned on the 
steps that we expect them to take 
against, in particular, the Taliban-
Haqqani Network,” the official 
said on condition of  anonymity.

The United States, the official 
said, is monitoring the situation 
carefully in Pakistan and expects 
some progress.

“It wouldn’t be appropriate 
for me to give exact timelines that 
we’re dealing in. But, certainly 
there is an expectation that we’ll 
start to see some changes in the 
very near future,” the official 
said when asked if  the Trump 

administration has set a time line 
for progress in action being taken 
by Pakistan against the terrorist 
groups.

The official was responding to 
a series of  question on the state-
ments coming out of  Pakistan, 
which are generally in strong 
opposition to the Trump s South 
Asia strategy.

“How do you see Pakistan’s 
reaction? Do you think that they 
would be, given these kind of  
reactions that’s coming up in 
public domain, think they will be 
cooperating this time with you 
on counter-terrorism issues?” the 
official was asked.

“I think the President was 
very clear that we are going to 
take a different approach to that 
stand. There’s a lot of  frustration 
(in the US) with the continued 
safe havens in Pakistan. But we 

believe there is hope for greater 
cooperation from Pakistan on 
these issues. It’s Pakistan’s choice.

Pakistan has much to benefit 
from by cooperating with the US 
and cracking down on some of  
these groups,” the official said.

And Pakistan has much to 
lose if  it fails to do so, the official 
warned.

“We’re not going to talk about 
the precise steps that the US is 
considering with regard to its 
relationship with Pakistan. We’ll 
reserve that for our private dis-
cussions on Pakistan. We’ll just 
simply say that it’s extremely 
important to this administration 
that Pakistan take tangible steps 
against the groups that continue 
to support attacks against US 
service members and US officials 
in Afghanistan,” the official said, 
adding that the US will be work-

ing very closely with Pakistani 
officials to achieve that objective.

Pakistan’s Foreign Minister 
Khawaja Asif  is soon expected 
to visit the US and meet Secretary 
of  State Rex Tillerson.

Ahead of  the US visit, Asif  is 
scheduled to travel to China, Rus-
sia and Turkey to hold meetings 
with their leaders on the Trump s 
South Asia policy. 

“We think that Pakistan will 
see that it’s in its own interest to 
cooperate with the US. And that, 
when they’re thinking about their 
core security interests in Afghani-
stan, they will assess that they can 
better achieve those objectives by 
being in a cooperative relation-
ship with the US, rather than a 
contentious relationship. These 
are the kinds of  conversations 
that we’re having with Pakistan,” 
the official added.

Washington, August 27 (IANS): Seven 
members of  Donald Trump’s cybersecu-
rity advisory council have resigned, citing 
the US President’s insufficient attention to 
cyber threats.

According to a Fortune report late on 
Saturday, seven members of  the National 
Infrastructure Advisory Council, whose 
purview includes national cybersecurity, 
resigned en masse expressing concern over 
how Trump and his administration un-
dermined the “moral infrastructure” of  
the US.

The members cited specific shortfalls 
in the administration’s approach to cyber-
security.

“You have given insufficient attention 
to the growing threats to the cybersecu-
rity of  the critical systems upon which 
all Americans depend, including those 
impacting the systems supporting our 
democratic election process,” the group 
resignation letter stated.

The letter also mentioned Trump’s 
failure to condemn neo-Nazis and white 

supremacists after a violent protest earlier 
this month in Charlottesville, Virginia.

“When asked about the horrific 
violence in Charlottesville, you failed to 
denounce the intolerance and violence 
of  hate groups, instead offering false 
equivalences and attacking the motives 
of  the CEOs who had resigned from 
their advisory roles in protest,” the letter 
added.

Those who resigned included former 
US Chief  Data Scientist DJ Patil and 
former Office of  Science and Technology 
Policy Chief  of  Staff  Cristin Dorgelo -- 
both Obama-era apointees.

“The moral infrastructure of  our Na-
tion is the foundation on which our physi-
cal infrastructure is built. The Administra-
tion’s actions undermine that foundation,” 
the members said.

Trump has not endorsed the US intelli-
gence community’s conclusion that Russia 
was instrumental in hacking and running a 
propaganda campaign to interfere with the 
2016 presidential election.

Barcelona, August 27 
(IANS): Thousands of peo-
ple demonstrated in Barce-
lona on Saturday against ter-
rorism under the motto “No 
tinc por” (I am not afraid) 
following the twin terrorist 
attacks in Barcelona and 
Cambrils earlier this month, 
which killed 15 people and 
injured more than 100.

Members of  the civil 
society, emergency services, 
including health personnel 
from hospitals, and local and 
national police were leading 

the demonstration, Xinhua 
reported.

People from local busi-
nesses likened to Las Ram-
blas, where a van killed 13 
people and injured over 100, 
as well as those who showed 
solidarity and helped citi-
zens after the attack, were 
also present at the demon-
stration.

They were followed by 
the victims’ families and 
representatives from organi-
zations and associations that 
fight for peace. 

Spanish King Felipe VI, 
Prime Minister Mariano Ra-
joy, Deputy Prime Minister 
Soraya Saenz de Santamar-
ia, Defense Minister Maria 
Dolores de Cospedal as well 
as Catalan authorities such 
as the president of  the re-
gional government Carles 
Puigdemont, were also at-
tending the demonstration. 

The demonstration start-
ed at 18:00 local time at Jar-
dinets de Gracia and would 
end at Placa Catalunya, the 
square before the Ramblas.

London, August 27 (PTI): 
Indians were among six 
men and two women killed 
in a major accident in which 
their mini bus got crushed 
between two trucks on a 
highway in southern Eng-
land.

The crash occurred on 
the southbound M1 high-
way at Newport Pagnell in 
Buckinghamshire in the wee 
hours of yesterday.

All those who died were 
travelling in the minibus, 
which got crushed between 
the two larger vehicles.

“We are extending all 
possible assistance to those 
affected by this tragedy,” the 
Indian High Commission in 
London said. 

The two truck drivers ar-
rested from the scene of the 
accident were charged with 
causing death by dangerous 
driving this morning.

Thames Valley Police 
said 31-year-old Ryszard 
Masierak and 51-year-old 
David Wagstaff  had been 
charged with eight counts of  
causing death by dangerous 
driving.

Masierak, also accused 
of  careless driving while 
over the prescribed limit of  

alcohol, has been remand-
ed in custody to appear at 
High Wycombe Magistrates’ 
Court tomorrow.

Wagstaff, charged with 
dangerous driving, has been 
bailed to appear at Milton 
Keynes Magistrates’ Court 
on September 11.

“The charges are in 
connection with a collision 
shortly before 3:15 AM yes-
terday in which six men and 
two women died.

Four people who were 
injured and taken to hospital 
remain in serious condi-
tions,” Thames Valley Police 
said in a statement.

The British police is yet 
to release details of  those 
killed in the crash.

The driver of  the mini-
bus has been identified as 
India- born Cyriac Joseph.

The 52-year-old father 
of two, originally from Ker-
ala and based in the UK for 
15 years, was described as 
“lovely and generous” by 
friends.

The others in his mini-
bus were tourists from Chen-
nai who had reportedly 
hired the vehicle along with 
family based in Nottingham 
to travel to London, from 

where they had plans to go 
on a tour of Europe.

A five-year-old girl, a 
woman and a man are be-
ing treated in the hospital 
with life-threatening injuries, 
while another woman has 
serious injuries.

South Central Ambu-
lance Service said those in-
jured in the collision were 
taken to hospitals in Milton 
Keynes, Coventry and Bir-
mingham.

Pictures from the crash 
site show extensive damage 
to the vehicles involved, 
including a FedEx vehicle 
and one belonging to AIM 
Logistics.

Ismail Elmagdoub, di-
rector of  AIM Logistics, 
based in Evesham, Worces-
tershire, said, “We would 
like to express our deepest 
sympathy to the families 
who have lost loved ones 
and also those whom have 
been injured at this very sad 
time.” 

“Road safety and com-
pliance is of the utmost im-
portance to AIM Logistics 
and we are continuing to 
assist the police as much as 
possible with their inquir-
ies,” Elmagdoub said.

Houston, August 27 (PTI): Hurricane 
Harvey, the most powerful to hit the US 
in 13 years, left a trail of  destruction as it 
swept through Texas today, pummelling 
the region with heavy rains and claiming at 
least five lives since making landfall on the 
US’ Gulf Coast.

After a night of flash flood and tornado 
watch, Houston woke up to a catastrophic 
morning, yet more life-threatening flash 
flooding, heavy downpour as rescuers an-
swered desperate calls for help all along the 
ravaged Texas coastline.

The actual toll from Harvey remains 
unclear as rescuers were still trying to reach 
people stranded across the region.

But the National Weather Service 
(NWS) said five people lost their lives in 
the Houston area in unconfirmed flood- 
related deaths. Fourteen people have also 
been injured.

With winds topping 130 mph, Harvey is 
the first Category 4 storm to make landfall 
in the US on Saturday since Hurricane 
Charley struck Florida in 2004, and the first 
to hit Texas since Hurricane Carla in 1961.

The hurricane dumped more than 20 
inches of rain in the Houston area, causing 
“life-threatening catastrophic flooding” in 
southeastern Texas, The National Hurri-
cane Centre reported.

President Donald Trump this morning 
tweeted his support for the rescue workers. 
“Great coordination between agencies at all 
levels of government,” he said. “Continuing 
rains and flash floods are being dealt with. 
Thousands rescued.” 

“I will be going to Texas as soon as that 
trip can be made without causing disrup-
tion. The focus must be life and safety,” he 
said in another tweet.

Earlier, authorities had reported two 
deaths that appeared to be related to the 
storm, one in the hart-hit coastal city of  
Rockport and another in Houston. The first 
fatality in Rockport was due to a house fire 
during the storm.

Though there were multiple hazards 
present across the area, the greatest threat 
to life and property remained the ongo-
ing extreme rainfall and subsequent flash 
flooding.

Tornadoes spawned by Harvey dam-
aged more than 50 homes in Fort Bend 
County, struck a commercial centre near 
Katy and tore through Cypress, while parts 
of  the Houston region were evacuated 
ahead of record river floods.

“It’s catastrophic, unprecedented, epic 
- whatever adjective you want to use,” said 
Patrick Blood, a NWS meteorologist. “It’s 
pretty horrible right now.” 

Forecasters said Harvey’s onslaught 
was just the beginning. The National Hur-

ricane Centre (NHC) in Miami warned 
“catastrophic flooding” was likely to occur 
in the days ahead.

Harvey bombarded the stretch of  the 
Texas Gulf Coast with home-ripping winds 
and torrential rains. More than 300,000 
people were without power after utility 
poles were knocked to the ground.

Parts of Harris County, which includes 
Houston, have seen more than 20 inches 
of rain in the past 24 hours. The streets in 
Houston were drenched and deserted last 
night, and houses crushed, gas stations torn 
to shreds, road signs blown away.

Emergency responders completed more 
than 1,000 high-water rescues during the 
night. “Travel across the area is severely 
hampered, if  not impossible,” said an an-
nouncement from the Weather Service.

“This is serious... It is important that 
people stay off  the roads,” Houston Mayor 
Sylvester Turner said. He said the city is 
prepared for a “major water event”.

Some areas could get up to 100 centi-
metres of rain.

“Rainfall of  this magnitude will cause 
catastrophic and life-threatening flooding,” 
the NHC said.

Texas Governor Greg Abbott has said 
he would activate 1,800 members of  the 
military to help with the state-wide clean-up 
while 1,000 people would conduct search-
and-rescue operations.

At a recreational vehicle sales outlet in 
Rockport city, a dozen vehicles were flipped 
over and one had been blown to the middle 
of the street.

As many as six million people were 
believed to be in Harvey’s path as it is the 
heart of America’s oil-refining operations. 
The storm’s impact on refineries has already 
pushed up gasoline prices.

The US Environmental Protection 
Agency eased rules on gasoline specifica-
tions late on Friday to reduce shortages.

Utilities American Electric Power 
Company Inc and CenterPoint Energy 
Inc reported a combined total of  around 
300,000 customers without power.

While thousands fled the expected 
devastating flooding and destruction, many 
residents stayed put in imperilled towns and 
stocked up on food, fuel and sandbags.

Francisco Sanchez, of the Harris Coun-
ty Emergency Management Office, said the 
storm would be around for a while.

South of the city, about 4,500 inmates 
were evacuated from three state prisons in 
Brazoria County in the wake of the water 
level rising in the nearby Brazos River. 

The turbulent weather extended into 
southern Louisiana, where motorists were 
cautioned about high water, road hazards, 
high winds and tornadoes.

Washington, August 27 (PTI): 
Hopeful that India and China can 
negotiate a peaceful resolution to 
the ongoing Doklam standoff, a 
senior Trump administration of-
ficial has said the US “supports 
return of  status quo” of  the tri-
junction point.

India and China have been 
locked in a standoff  for over two 
months in the Doklam area of the 
Sikkim sector. The face- off  began 
after Indian troops stopped Chinese 
military from building a road in the 
area.

“We are monitoring the (Dok-
lam) situation very carefully.

We are concerned. We hope 
that the two sides can negotiate a 

peaceful resolution to the issue. We 
support return to the status quo,” the 
official told PTI.

“We’re also concerned about 
Bhutanese sovereignty issues.

We’re concerned in general 
terms about sovereignty issues and 
adherence to international law. I 
think that certainly pertains to this 
particular issue,” the official said on 
condition of anonymity due to the 
sensitive nature of  confrontation 
between India and China.

Even as Chinese officials and 
the state-run media have increased 
rhetoric over the past few months; 
India, which has taken a mature 
and strong stand against Beijing, 
is believed has not reached out to 

the US on this issue, according to 
experts. However, as a close friend 
the US has been closely monitoring 
the situation.

“We hope that India and China 
can find a negotiated solution to 
return to a peaceful state of affairs 
in the area.

We are just watching it very 
carefully and we are in conversation 
with the Indian government about 
the issues. We stand ready to help if  
that is desired. But, for the time be-
ing, we’re monitoring the situation 
carefully,” the official said.

The official, however, quickly 
clarified that there has been no such 
request from India and there is no 
such intention on the part of  the 

United States as well. “What kind 
of help? You said ready to help,” the 
official was asked.

“Well, you know, I think it’s for 
India and China to decide if that was 
necessary. I think for the time being 
the US is monitoring the situation 
very closely and very carefully,” the 
official told PTI.

“You know, it (the US) sees it 
as a bilateral issue between India 
and China to work through. But 
certainly, we are interested in see-
ing peaceful relations prevail in the 
region. 

So, if  there’s anything the US 
can do to help that situation, we 
stand ready to assist,” the official 
added.

Doha, August 27 (IANS): 
Turkey has arrested five 
people in connection with 
the alleged hack of  Doha’s 
state news agency, an in-
cident which sparked the 
current Gulf  political cri-
sis, Qatar News Agency 
(QNA) reported on Sat-
urday.

The arrests were an-

nounced by Qatar’s most 
senior legal figure, Attor-
ney General Ali bin Fetais 
al-Marri, Xinhua reported.

“Five people were ar-
rested and they are being 
investigated. The prosecu-
tors in Qatar are working 
with the Turkish authori-
ties to follow the case,” 
he said in comments pub-

lished by the Qatar News 
Agency (QNA).

The alleged hack of  the 
QNA website took place 
on May 24, attributing ex-
plosive political remarks 
to Qatar’s Emir Sheikh 
Tamim bin Hamad Al-
Thani.

The remarks covered 
sensitive regional political 

subjects such as Iran, Pal-
estinian Islamist group Ha-
mas, Israel and the United 
States.

Saudi Arabia, Egypt, 
Bahrain and the United 
Arab Emirates severed ties 
with Qatar over its ties to 
Shiite Iran and support for 
Sunni Islamist extremist 
groups.

Qatar denies the charg-
es and said Sheikh Tamim 
did not make the state-
ments, but that the website 
was hacked. 

Doha called in the FBI 
to help with the hacking in-
vestigation and has accused 
the UAE of  being behind 
the cyber-attack. The UAE 
has denied the claims.

US security aid to Pak “will be conditioned’’: WH

Seven of Donald Trump’s 
cybersecurity advisors resign

Thousands demonstrate in 
Barcelona against terrorism

Indians among eight killed 
in major road accident in UK

Hurricane Harvey makes landfall 
in central Texas, three dead

US supports ‘return of status quo’ on Doklam issue: Official

Turkey arrests five over Qatar ‘hacking’ for sparking Gulf crisis
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“Poltergeist” director Tobe Hooper dies aged 74
Horror director Tobe Hooper, best known for helming “The Texas Chain Saw Mas-
sacre” and “Poltergeist”, died in Sherman Oaks, California, according to the Los 
Angeles County Coroner. He died on Saturday aged 74. The circumstances of his 
death were not immediately known, reports variety.com. “Texas Chain Saw Mas-
sacre” (1974) was banned in several countries for violence, but it was one of the most 
profitable independent films of the 1970s in the US. Hooper also directed the 1986 
sequel “The Texas Chainsaw Massacre 2”, which took a more comedic approach. 
The 1982 film “Poltergeist”, written and produced by Steven Spielberg, also became 
a classic of the genre.  Hooper directed two movies for Cannon Films, “Lifeforce” 
and “Invaders from Mars”. He is survived by two sons. (IANS)

Selected girls from Kohima Science College, Jotsoma and BASN officials pose for a group photo after the 
audition. 

Of music and art: BASN selects four students 
from Science College, JotsomaLocal singer turns to images  

4th edition of KBYF choral 
competition held at RBCK

Lovato sings national 
anthem at Mayweather 
vs McGregor fight

‘T
here is 
con-
cealed 
pes-
simism 
in our 

times which in some way 
coexists with a cultural 
void as we live in an era 
where culture and tradition 
is vanishing.’ This state-
ment was from a local mu-

sician who is also venturing 
into art. 

It was for that reason 
that Moba Inggang, known 
more as a musician than an 
artist, wants to ‘illustrate 
Naga culture with a touch 
of modernity to influence 
and keep our culture alive 
through my art in a cup, 
recycled bottles, T-shirts or 
a picture frame.’ 

Inngang owns a 
‘Lost n’ Found shop’ 
in Shangrila market in 
Dimapur. A self-trained 
artist from Dimapur, he 
started with a home-based 
studio ‘Lost n’ Found Art 
Studio’ five years ago. He 
has now expanded his 
studio to opening a shop 
that displays and promotes 
his artwork. 

The pursuit of painting 
started during his col-
lege days. The musician’s 
work includes landscapes, 
portrait, and modern art. 
He uses oil, pastels, acrylic, 
and charcoal mediums. He 
is practising live art at his 
shop: he uses pencil and 
charcoal to sketch persons 
within 30 minutes to be 
precise. His client pays Rs. 

A
ltogether four 
girls were 
selected from 
Kohima Sci-
ence College, 

Jotsoma by the Beauty & 
Aesthetic Society of Na-
galand (BASN) during the 
ongoing campus audition 
held at the college audito-
rium on August 26.

Altogether 12 girls 
registered for the campus 

audition wherein four girls 
made it to the audition 
for the upcoming Miss 
Nagaland 2017. 

The selected girls will 
be taking part in the open 
audition scheduled to 
be held on September 6 
wherein they will be com-
peting along with other 
participants from all the 
districts to partake in Miss 
Nagaland 2017.

It was informed that 
district reigning queens 
will have a direct entry 
into the beauty pageant, 
and that the runners up 
will have to undergo 
the open audition. The 
selected contestants will be 
given intensive training to 
enhance their personality, 
diction, etiquettes, public 
speaking, ramp walk etc. 

EMN

T
he 4th edition of the Kohima 
Baptist Youth Fellowship 
(KBYF) choral competition 
was held on August 26 at Reng-
ma Baptist Church Kohima 

under the theme ‘ Melodies of praise’. This 
was stated in a press note issued by one of  
the organisers. 

Rengma Baptist Church bagged the 
running champions trophy alongside Sumi 
Aphuyemi Baptist Church and Chakhe-
sang Baptist Church(Mh) as first and 
second runners up respectively. 

The release mentions that individual 
prizes were also given to the best conductor 
which was bagged by Yeshika Awomi of  
Sumi Aphuyemi Baptist Church, best pian-
ist- Petenei Tacu of Chakhesang Baptist 
Church(Mh) and the best uniform was 
bagged by the Rengma Baptist Church.

The winners received cash prizes of Rs 
40000, 30000 and 20000 respectively.

The judges for the competition were 
Vesato Theluo, Visahu peseyie and Ajeen 
Sucha. 

EMN

S
inger-actress Demi Lovato sang the national 
anthem for a packed house at the Floyd 
Mayweather-Conor McGregor fight at the 
Las Vegas T-Mobile Arena in Nevada.

For the show-stopping number, the singer 
opted for a plunging white ensemble, fitted with a 
golden belt to sing ahead of the “fight of the century” 
on Saturday night, reports eonline.com.

Celebrities like Vanessa Hudgens, Sharon Os-
bourne, Ozzy Osbourne, Mike Tyson, Nick Jonas and 
Orlando Bloom had turned up for the fight night. 

Before taking to the ring, the singer told MTV that 
she was nervous about singing the “Star-Spangled Ban-
ner” before the big fight. 

“I feel so nervous but I’m really, really excited! This 
is the biggest fight of our generation! So when you look 
at it that way and how many fans all over the world are 
going to be watching, it’s nerve wracking for sure.”

IANS

500 only for the sketch.      
Inggang’s artwork 

draws inspiration from the 
Naga culture to keeping 
the antiquities of the Naga 
people alive.  He started 
small: a painting contrib-
uted to raise college funds; 
a portrait for friend which 
all generated interest from 
well-wishers who encour-
aged him to take up paint-
ing seriously. 

The new artist mod-
estly says that he started 
receiving ‘orders’ which 
encouraged him to fol-
low his passion although 
initially he was not positive 
about venturing out of his 
home-based studio into the 
art ‘market.’   

As an artist, Inggang 
tries to depict the best 
of both traditional Naga 
art and modernism. He 
describes himself  as a 
person who is not an ‘op-
ponent of modernism.’ 
His works, as he clarifies, 
are a blend of modernism 
and touched by the use 
of technology while still 
pursuing Naga culture to 
keep it ‘active.’

There is exquisiteness 
that Inggang strives to 
convey through his art.  

Staff  Reporter 
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Andy Murray

England’s Ben Stokes reacts on the second day of the second Test 
match between England and the West Indies at Headingley in Leeds 
on Saturday.

Irving, who reached the finals each of the last three seasons with 
the Cavaliers, winning the title in 2016, had requested a trade from 
Cleveland.
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Murray withdraws from US Open due to injury
Federer unconcerned 
by mounting injury toll

Indian sports coaches meet 
Consul General in Birmingham

Playing field is more important than play station: PM

Hacked Real Madrid Twitter account announces Messi signingRebel AIBA faction seeks Extraordinary EC meet next month

Thomas injury concern clouds blockbuster Cavs-Celtics trade

England all-rounder Stokes reprimanded by ICCManoj, Kavinder continue India’s 
good run at Boxing Worlds

L o n d o n ,  A u g u s t  2 7 
(IANS): Scottish tennis 
star Andy Murray has 
become the latest top play-
er to pull out of  the US 
Open, citing a nagging 
hip injury.

“I did pretty much eve-
rything that I could to get 
myself  ready here and 
took a number of  weeks 
off  after Wimbledon,” the 
three-time Grand Slam 
champion said on Satur-
day.

The 30-year-old World 
No.2, winner of  the 2012 
event, is the fifth player 
ranked in the ATP Tour’s 
top 11 to withdraw from 
Flushing Meadows after 
Serbian two-time champi-
on Novak Djokovic, Swiss 
defending champion Stan 
Wawrinka, Japan’s Kei 
Nishikori and Canada’s 
Milos Raonic, reports Efe.

Murray has not played 
since Wimbledon, where 
he was upset in the quar-
ter-finals by American 
Sam Querrey.

“I obviously spoke to 
a lot of  hip specialists. I 
tried resting, rehabbing, to 
try and get myself  ready 
here. I was actually prac-
tising OK the last few 
days, but it’s too sore for 
me to win the tournament 
and ultimately that’s what 
I was here to try and do. 
Unfortunately, I won’t be 
playing here this year.”

Murray appeared to 

have a favourable draw, 
and his absence leaves the 
bottom section wide open. 
The US Open begins in 
New York on Monday.

Out of  64 players in 
that half, Croatia’s Marin 
Cilic -- who has taken 
Murray’s  place in the 
draw -- is the only player 
to have won a Grand Slam 

title: the 2014 US Open.
S p a n i s h  1 5 - t i m e 

Grand Slam champion 
Rafael Nadal and Swit-
zerland’s Roger Federer -- 
winner of  a record 19 ma-
jor titles -- are in the top 
half  of  the draw and could 
meet for the first time in 
the US Open if  they both 
reach the semi-finals.

Madrid, August 27 (IANS): 
The official Twitter account 
of  Real Madrid was hacked by 
OurMine to announce the sign-
ing of  the capital football club’s 
eternal rival FC Barcelona’s 
star Lionel Messi, according to 
reports.

The post, which was ac-
companied by a video of  Messi 
scoring for Barcelona against 
Real Madrid, was put up on 
Real’s Twitter account and said: 
“Benvingut Messi! B!Bienvenido 
Messi! Welcome Messi! Bienve-

nue Messi! £Messi,” as reported 
by the Independent on Saturday.

The Messi signing post had 
more than 2,800 likes and 3,100 
retweets. The tweet remained 
public for around 90 minutes 
before they disappeared from 
the club’s Spanish and English 
language feeds. 

The incident occured after 
the same group of  hackers took 
charge of  Barcelona’s account 
and announced the signing of  
Paris Saint-Germain winger 
Angel Di Maria.

Hamburg,  August  27 
(PTI): The rebellion in 
the International Box-
ing Association (AIBA) 
continues to intensify and 
the faction seeking ouster 
of  President Ching Kuo-
Wu has demanded an 
Extraordinary Executive 
Committee meeting next 
month to discuss incum-
bent administration’s fi-
nancial dealings.

The faction, compris-
ing 11 of  the 18 Executive 
Committee members, met 
here on the sidelines of  
the ongoing 19th World 
Championships and “re-
quested” Wu to provide 
copies of  the financial 
agreements, which they 

claim, have been marred 
by corruption. They have 
demanded that the meet-
ing take place in Dubai.

Wu, on his part, has 
consistently rejected the 
allegations and down-
played the rebellion, re-
fusing to comment ever 
since the matter landed in 
a Swiss court, which has, 
for the time being, ordered 
status quo in the AIBA.

“The Executive Com-
mittee is respectfully re-
questing copies of  agree-
m e n t s  t h a t  yo u  h ave 
signed. Since the Execu-
tive Committee has never 
seen these agreements 
which have been seriously 
negatively affecting the 

finance conditions of  our 
organisation, we demand 
your immediate reply by 
sending them to all EC 
members by September 
1,” the rebel EC faction 
said in a letter to Wu.

The agreements sought 
from the AIBA are: loan 
agreement with Azerbai-
jani company Benkons, 
which is seeking repay-
ment of  USD 10 million 
lent by it to AIBA, and in-
vestment agreements with 
the Kazakhstan Boxing 
Federation and Chinese 
company AliSports.

“... we plan to inves-
tigate them and discuss 
among members in order 
to find any possible way 

to have AIBA avoid fac-
ing some dire situations 
in the future. We expect 
absolute transparency in 
the matter,” the letter to 
Wu stated.

The AIBA is sched-
uled to conduct an Ex-
t raordinar y  Congress 
in November in Dubai, 
while the Swiss court will 
rule on who will run the 
show in the world body 
next month.

Wu has been AIBA’s 
President since 2006 and 
on the opening day of  the 
ongoing championship, 
he refused to take ques-
tions on the current situ-
ation in the world body.

Los Angeles, August 27 
(AFP): Uncertainty sur-
rounded the blockbuster 
trade that sent Kyrie Irv-
ing from Cleveland to 
Boston on Saturday, a 
day after a physical exam 
raised concerns about the 
fitness of  former Celtics 
guard Isaiah Thomas.
The Celtics traded two-
time All-Star point guard 
Thomas, small forward 
Jae Crowder, center Ante 
Zizic and the Brooklyn 
Nets’ first-round draft 
pick in 2018 to the Cava-
liers for four-time All-Star 
Irving on Tuesday.

But multiple US media 
outlets reported Saturday 
that a hip injury suffered 
by Thomas in last season’s 
playoffs was causing the 
Cavaliers concern.

Thomas did not have 
surgery, but Celtics ex-
ecutive Danny Ainge ac-
knowledged that the in-
jury played “some” part 
in the decision to make 
the trade, telling reporters 
that Thomas could miss 
the start of  the season.

ESPN reported Sat-
urday that officials of  
the teams were to talk on 
Saturday, and Cleveland 
could request further com-
pensation from Boston be-
fore approving the trade. 
Cleveland.com cited two 
Cavaliers sources on Sat-
urday as saying only that 
the team was “still in the 
review process” regard-
ing the trade. Irving, who 
reached the finals each 
of  the last three seasons 
with the Cavaliers, win-

Leeds, August 27 (IANS): 
England all-rounder Ben 
Stokes has been repri-
manded for breaching the 
ICC Code of  Conduct, 
the International Cricket 
Council announced on 
Sunday.

Stokes has received 
an official reprimand for 
breaching Level 1 of  the 
ICC Code of  Conduct 
during the second day’s 
play in the Headingley 
Test against the West In-
dies on Saturday. The inci-
dent happened when Ben 
Stokes reacted in frustra-
tion after being edged by 
Shai Hope for a boundary 
by making an inappropri-
ate comment which was 
clearly audible through the 
stump mic and also heard 
by the match officials.

“Stokes was found 
to have breached Article 
2.1.4 of  the ICC Code of  
Conduct for Players and 
Player Support Person-
nel, which relates to using 
language or a gesture that 
is obscene, offensive or 
insulting during an Inter-
national Match,” ICC said 
in a statement.

“In addition to the 
reprimand for his breach 
of  Article 2.1.4, one de-
merit point has been added 
to Stokes’s disciplinary 
record,” it added.

Stokes had come into 
this match with two de-
merit points against his 
name. As such, he is now 
on three demerit points 
and, pursuant to Arti-
cle 7.6 of  the Code, if  
he reaches four or more 
demerit points within a 
24-month period, they will 
be converted into suspen-
sion points and he will be 
banned. “After the end of  
Saturday’s play, Stokes 
admitted the offence and 
accepted the sanction pro-
posed by David Boon of  
the Emirates Elite Panel of  
ICC Match Referees and, 
as such, there was no need 
for a formal hearing,” the 
statement said.

The charge was lev-
elled by on-field umpires 
Chris Gaffaney and S. 
Ravi, third umpire Ma-
rais Erasmus, all from the 
Emirates Elite Panel of  
ICC Umpires, as well as 
fourth umpire Nick Cook.

Hamburg,  August  27 
(PTI): Manoj Kumar drew 
from his huge reservoir of  
experience, while Kavinder 
Bisht relied on sheer tenac-
ity for hard-fought opening 
victories on another good 
day for India at the 19th 
World Boxing Champion-
ship here.

M a n o j  d e f e a t e d 
Moldovan Vasilii Belous 
3-2 in an exhausting wel-
terweight (69kg) contest. 
Kavinder, on the other 
hand, edged past Japan’s 
Ryusei Baba in a similarly 
draining flyweight (52kg) 
bout, which ended 3-2 in 
his favour. However, there 
was slight disappoint-
ment too as Asian Games 
bronze-medallist Satish 
Kumar (+91kg) bowed out 
of  the competition after 
losing his opening contest 
to Azerbaijan’s two-time 
world champion Maham-
madrasul Majidov 5-0.

The Indian was slightly 
under the weather going 

into the contest, having suf-
fered a bout of  viral fever 
before coming here.

Kavinder was the first 
to take the ring for the 
country, which had all its 
bout in the evening session 
for the second day in a row.

The Asian Champion-
ships quarter-finalist start-
ed rather cautiously and 
spent the opening three 
minutes getting a measure 
of  his opponent. However, 
Kavinder’s approach al-
lowed Baba to land some 
clear blows, giving him the 
early advantage.

Kavinder, however, 
made a quick recovery 
and became the aggressor 
in the second round. His 
right hooks connected quite 
well and disturbed Baba’s 
rhythm. Kavinder upped 
the ante further in the final 
three minutes to get the de-
cisive nod from the judges 
in his favour.

Kavinder will next be 
up against third-seeded 

Algerian Mohamed Flissi. 
Flissi is a two-time World 
Championships medallist, 
having bagged a silver in 
2013 followed by a bronze 
in the 2015 edition.

Manoj was the next 
man in and in complete 
contrast to Kavinder, he 
gave it his all in the first two 
rounds. The 31- year-old 
former Commonwealth 
Games gold-medallist was 
in his elements from the 
word go and used his reach 
to good effect against Bel-
ous.

The faltering Moldovan 
had little or no response to 
offer in the first two rounds 
and resorted to throwing 
wild swings at the Indi-
an. The burst did tire out 
Manoj in the last round 
and Besoul tried to grab the 
advantage at this stage.

However, Manoj had 
done the job by then to 
ensure that the final verdict 
went in his favour.

“ B o t h  M a n o j  a n d 

Kavinder had tough bouts 
in a very different way. But 
they knew how to manoeu-
vre and they did just that,” 
India’s Swedish coach San-
tiago Nieva told PTI after 
the two bouts.

“The results have been 
good so far but there is a 
long way to go,” he added.

Awaiting Manoj in the 
second round is fourth-
seeded Venezuelan Gabriel 
Maestre Perez. Perez had 
won a bronze in the 2013 
World Championships and 
he is also a Pan-American 
Games gold-medallist.

Satish contested the last 
bout of  the day and even 
though he gave a good ac-
count of  himself, the judges 
ruled overwhelmingly in 
favour of  his more deco-
rated rival.

Earlier, Amit Phangal 
(49kg) and Gaurav Bid-
huri (56kg) had won their 
respective bouts to enter 
the second round of  the 
marquee boxing event.

New York, August 27 
(Reuters): Nineteen-times 
grand slam champion Roger 
Federer does not believe 
the gruelling professional 
tennis schedule should be 
shortened, despite a rash of  
injuries, including to some 
marquee names.

“The guys who are hurt 
lately, it’s mostly because 
they are 30-plus,” 36-year-
old Federer said during a 
press conference on Satur-
day ahead of the U.S. Open, 
which kicks off on Monday.

“I don’t think there 
needs to be that much ad-
dressing because the players, 
they have the option not to 
play as much as sometimes 
they have to or want to.”

“I don’t think the tour 
is doing much wrong, to be 
quite honest,” he said of the 
ATP schedule, which runs 
from January to November.

Federer made his com-
ments a few hours before 
world number two Andy 
Murray announced he was 
pulling out of  the tourna-
ment due to the hip injury 
that hampered him during 
his unsuccessful defence of  
his Wimbledon title in July.

Thirty-year-old Murray 
joins 12-times grand slam 
winner Novak Djokovic and 
2016 U.S. Open champion 

Stan Wawrinka in missing 
the tournament through 
injury.

Djokovic, also 30, is suf-
fering from a bad elbow 
and 32-year-old Wawrinka 
is dealing with a long-term 
knee problem.

Federer said the absence 
of  some of  the sport’s top 
players created an opening 
for lesser-known talent to 
emerge.

“It’s a huge opportunity 
for guys ranked outside of  
the top 10 because there are 
less guys to beat, getting to 
quarters or semis, poten-
tially, depending on your 
section,” he said.

The world number 
three, who has won both 
the Australian Open and 
Wimbledon in 2017, said 
he had recovered from the 
back complaint that forced 
him to withdraw from the 
Cincinnati Masters earlier 
this month.

“I have been playing sets 
the last few days and I’m re-
ally happy how I’m feeling 
... few days out of  the first 
round here now,” he said.

Federer is scheduled to 
face 19-year-old American 
Frances Tiafoe in the first 
round of  the tournament, 
which runs until Septem-
ber 10.

London, August 27 (PTI): 
A delegation of  Indian 
sports coaches made a 
visit to the University of  
Birmingham to learn how 
latest research and training 
techniques can help boost 
athletes’ performance.

The delegation, which 
h a d  C o m m o n w e a l t h 
Games gold medall ist 
Ronak Pandit (shooting), 
Asian Games silver medal-
list Jugraj Singh (hockey) 
and SAI Deputy Director 
Vineet Kumar (archery) 
among others, was joined 
by Consul General of  In-
dia Aman Puri at the Uni-
versity.

Puri joined the group 
in a tour of  the Univer-
sity’s new 55 million Sport 
& Fitness Club, which 
opened recent ly.  The 
coaches’ visit follows a 
delegation in May which 
followed a strength and 
conditioning programme.

The Consul General 
found out the details about 
the University’s ongoing 
partnership with the Sports 
Authority of  India (SAI). 
He learned more about the 
University’s work in help-
ing to improve the sporting 
performance of  India’s 
athletes, meeting Martin 
Toms from the School of  
Sport, Exercise and Re-
habilitation Sciences, and 
Alex Taylor from Univer-
sity Birmingham Sport.

Martin Toms, Senior 
Lecturer in Sports Coach-
ing, said: “It is an honour 
to welcome Dr. Puri onto 
campus and introduce him 
to the coaches and sports 
scientists from the Sports 
Authority of  India on their 
latest visit.

“The University of  
Birmingham’s deepening 
relationship with SAI and 
the joint opportunities we 
are exploring for further 
collaboration are exciting. 
It is marvellous to have Dr 
Puri spending time with 
this group during their 
sports science and coach-
ing training programme,” 
he said.

Head of  Performance 
& Coaching Alex Taylor 
said: “Our Performance 
Centre was established 10 
years ago and the qual-
ity and expertise of  staff  
and facilities is really sec-
ond to none -- allowing 
the University to provide 
specialist support to elite 
athletes, from nutrition to 
psychology to strength and 
conditioning.

“We aim to help de-
velop and nurture talent at 
the University and it’s this 
level of  dedication to sup-
porting athletes that makes 
our offering world-class. It 
is great to spend time with 
the Indian delegation to 
explore how we can work 
with them on future col-

laborative opportunities.”
The SAI delegation 

continues the partnership 
established following last 
year’s formal agreement. 
The Indian government 
has highlighted the impor-
tance of  sport and is look-
ing to invest in boosting 
India sporting perform-
ance through SAI.

Birmingham’s collabo-
ration with SAI began in 
2012 through the work 
of  staff  in its School of  
Sport, Exercise & Reha-
bilitation Sciences in 2012 
and discussions held by 
Toms with the Ministry 
of  Sports and SAI about 
how the University could 
help the country’s athletes 
boost their performance.

Consul General Puri 
said: “I am delighted to 
meet Dr. Martin Toms 
and the visiting Indian del-
egation of  highly- admired 
coaches and sports scien-
tists from SAI. The Uni-
versity’s Sport & Fitness 
Club is truly outstanding.

“I congratulate both 
the University of  Birming-
ham and SAI on develop-
ing this strong institutional 
linkage to share the latest 
research and techniques 
in sports science. Such 
partnerships play a sig-
nificant role in providing 
access to latest know-how 
and techniques for Indian 
sportspeople.”

New Delhi, August 27 
(PTI):  Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi today asked 
the youth to sweat it out on 
the play fields instead of  
spending time in playing 
computer games, saying 
“playing field is more impor-
tant than play station”.

Modi said India is a 
young nation and it should 
be reflected on sports fields.

The Prime Minister 
made a special mention of  
sport in his popular radio 
programme ‘Mann ki Baat’, 
two days before hockey wiz-
ard Dhyan Chand’s birth 
anniversary, observed as 
National Sports Day.

“The young genera-
tion of our country should 
come forward in the world 
of  sports -- and in today’s 
computer era I would like 
to alert you to the fact that 
the playing field is far more 
important than the play sta-
tion,” Modi said.

“Play FIFA on the com-
puter, but sometimes show 
your skills with the football 

out in the field. You must 
be playing cricket on the 
computer but the pleasure 
of actually playing cricket in 
an open field under the sky 
is something else,” he added.

The Prime Minister also 
reminded the nation of the 
achievements of  Dhyan 
Chand, who was a triple 
Olympic gold medallist.

“The country celebrates 
National Sports Day on the 
29th of August. This is the 
birth anniversary of the great 
hockey player, hockey wiz-
ard, Major Dhyan Chand ji. 
His contribution to hockey 
was unparallelled. I am re-
minding you of this because 
I want the younger genera-
tion of our country to take 
part in sports,” he said.

“Sports should become 
a part of our lives. If we are 
a young nation, our youth 
should get manifested in 
the field of  sports as well. 
Sports means physical fit-
ness, mental alertness and 
personality enhancement. 
What else does one need? 

Sports, in a way, is a recipe 
that brings people together.”

In his address, Modi 
noted that the youth of the 
country is often glued to 
technology-driven games on 
computer and TV shows.

“There was a t ime 
when the children in the 
family went out to play, 
the mother would first ask 
‘when will you come back 
home?’. Now the times are 
such that children when 
they come home, they either 
start watching cartoons in a 
corner or are glued to mobile 
games. And the mother has 
to shout ‘when will you go 
out?’.

“ H ow  t i m e s  h ave 
changed! There was a time 
when the mother would 
demand to know when her 
son would be back. And 
today, she demands to know 
when he will go out,” said 
the Prime Minister.

Modi informed that the 
government is launching a 
Sports Talent Search Por-
tal, an initiative of  Sports 

Minister Vijay Goel, to un-
earth sporting talent in the 
country.

“Any talented child, 
who has an achievement in 
sports, can upload his bio 
data or video on this portal. 
The Ministry of Sports will 
impart training to selected 
emerging players.

The Ministry is launch-
ing the portal tomorrow,” he 
said. Modi also mentioned 
the upcoming U-17 FIFA 
World Cup to be held in 
India for the first time later 
this year.

“The good news for our 
young friends is that the 
FIFA Under-17 World Cup 
is being organised in India, 
from the 6th to the 28th of  
October. Twenty-four teams 
from all over the world 
will be making India their 
home. Come, let’s welcome 
the young visitors from all 
across the world with the 
festival of Sports. Let’s enjoy 
the sport, and create a con-
ducive sporting atmosphere 
in the country.”

ning the title in 2016, had 
requested a trade from 
Cleveland. He was report-

edly scheduled to have his 
physical exam with the 
Celtics over the weekend. 



Everton’s English defender Michael Keane (C) vies with Everton’s English striker Wayne Rooney during 
the English Premier League football match between Chelsea and Everton at Stamford Bridge in London 
on Sunday.

Mayweather scored at will after the early rounds, snapping back McGregor's head with a series of 
stinging blows.
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Stubborn Hamilton marks 200th 
F1 race with Spa success

Fabregas, Morata put Chelsea on cruise control

Football fans plant trees at Mon local ground

Sindhu loses women's singles final at Badminton Worlds

Fifty and out as Mayweather stops brave McGregor

Mercedes driver Lewis Hamilton of Britain, second left, jubilates on the podium after winning the 
Belgian Formula One Grand Prix in Spa-Francorchamps, Belgium on Sunday, 

AP/PTI

India's Pusarla Sindhu competes in the women singles final on 
day seven of the 2017 BWF World Championships at the Emirates 
Arena in Glasgow, Scotland on Sunday.

AP/PTI

Las Vegas, August 27 
(PTI/AFP): Floyd May-
weather outclassed Conor 
McGregor with a 10th-
round stoppage here to win 
their money- spinning su-
perfight and clinch his 50th 
straight victory.

Former welterweight 
boxing champion May-
weather, who had emerged 
from a two-year retirement 
to take on the Irish mixed 
martial arts star, took his 
time to get going before 
dominating from the fourth 
round.

The end came with a 
tired McGregor doubled 
over on the ropes as May-
weather landed two hard 
left hooks, prompting ref-
eree Robert Byrd to inter-
vene and declare a technical 
knockout.

"He's a lot better than 
I thought he'd be," May-
weather said. "He's a tough 
competitor, but I was the 
better man tonight."

Mayweather said he 
had deliberately taken his 
time early on in order to 
take advantage of a fatigued 
McGregor.

"Our game plan was to 
take our time, go to him, 
let him shoot his shots ear-
ly and then take him out 
down the stretch," he said. 
"I guaranteed to everybody 
that this wouldn't go the 
distance."

McGregor meanwhile 
suggested the fight could 

Spa-Francorchamps (Bel-
gium), August 27 (AFP): 
Lewis Hamilton completed 
his 200th Grand Prix in 
victorious style on Sunday 
when he claimed a much-
needed win for Mercedes 
to trim Sebastian Vettel’s 
championship lead to seven 
points.

The 32-year-old Brit-
on made the most of  his 
record-equalling 68th pole 
position to take the lead, 
but had to survive some 
concerted attacks from Vet-
tel’s Ferrari before emerging 
triumphant for the fifth time 
this season.

It was the three-time 
world champion’s third Bel-
gian victory and the 58th of  
his career, lifting him back 
into serious contention for 
the title.

Another victory in next 
Sunday’s Italian Grand Prix 
could give him the lead for 
the first time this year.

Four-time champion 
Vettel came home second 
ahead of  Australian Dan-
iel Ricciardo of  Red Bull, 
Finn Kimi Raikkonen in 
the second Ferrari and his 
compatriot Valtteri Bottas in 
the second Mercedes.

“It 's  been a strong 
weekend for myself  and the 
team," said Hamilton.

"Sebastian put up a 
great fight, but this is what 
I said I came to do here and 
so I did it."

Vettel said: "It was good 
fun, but it was intense. I was 
waiting for Lewis to make 
a mistake – and he didn’t – 
and he was waiting for me 
– and I didn’t.

"We did a lot better than 
at Silverstone. And next 
week is our home race… A 
good day overall.”

After an emotional 
demonstration lap by Mick 
Schumacher, 18, to mark 

the 25th anniversary of his 
father Michael’s maiden 
victory at the 1992 Belgian 
race, there was a keen sense 
of  anticipation ahead of  
the start.
- luckless Verstappen -
In perfect, if  humid condi-
tions, with an air tempera-
ture of  22 degrees and the 
track at 23, and in front of  
an estimated 125,000 crowd 
including an ‘orange army’ 
of 80,000, Hamilton pulled 
away from his record-equal-
ling 68th pole position to 
lead into La Source and 
resisted Vettel’s attack at 
Eau Rouge.

Hamilton built up an 
early head of speed.

By lap 10, Hamilton 
was 1.7 seconds clear of  
Vettel but behind the luck-
less Max Verstappen, in the 
second Red Bull, had been 
forced to retire with another 
power failure, his sixth early 
departure in 12 outings.

There was an almost 
audible sigh of despair from 
the massed Dutch fans all 
around the circuit.

"I can’t believe this," 
said the 19-year-old.

Hamilton pitted after 
12 laps in 2.3 seconds and 
rejoined fourth, passing the 
race lead to Vettel. Almost 
immediately, Raikkonen, 
third, was put under investi-
gation for failing to slow for 
yellow flags – and was hit 
with a 10-seconds stop-and-
go penalty.

On fresh tyres, Ham-
ilton made short work of  
passing the Finn and when 
Vettel pitted, after Bottas 
had been in, he was swiftly 
back into the lead.

Vettel resumed in sec-
ond and after one flying lap 
cut the Briton’s lead to 0.7 
seconds. By lap 18, it was 
back to 1.5 with Bottas third 
6.9 adrift.

The two title contenders 
remained in close conten-
tion for several laps until, 
following another enforced 
retirement for Fernando 
Alonso and his powerless 
McLaren Honda, the Safety 
Car was deployed on lap 30 
following another acrimoni-
ous collision between the 
two Force India cars.

Their crash came when 
Perez appeared to ‘close 
the door’ on his team-mate 
Ocon as they exited La 
Source, the Mexican suffer-
ing a puncture and Ocon a 
damaged front wing.

Racing resumed on 
lap 33, Hamilton streaking 
away before Vettel stormed 
back to attack through Eau 
Rouge and up the hill to-
wards Les Combes – the 
pair running almost side by 
side as the stubborn Eng-
lishman resisted and kept 
his lead.

Having survived the re-
start, Hamilton rebuilt his 
lead to 1.6 seconds with 
eight laps remaining, but 
team-mate Bottas fell to 
fifth behind Ricciardo and 
Raikkonen.

Vettel persevered, clos-
ing the gap to a second. 
“What sector is the faster?” 
asked an anxious Hamilton, 
the pair lapping in almost 
identical times. With four 
remaining, his lead was 
1.170 seconds.

The tension was pal-
pable on Mercedes’ foot-
twitching pit wall, but Ham-
ilton extended his lead to 
1.4 seconds with two laps to 
go and pulled further clear 
on his final lap to win by 
2.3 seconds.

Nico Hulkenberg fin-
ished sixth for Renault with 
Romain Grosjean of  Haas 
and Felipe Massa of  Wil-
liams completing the top 
eight.

have been allowed to go on, 
but praised Mayweather's 
clinical tactical display.

"He's composed, he's 
not that fast, he's not that 
powerful, but boy is he com-
posed in there," McGregor 
said.

"I thought it was a bit of  
an early stoppage. I was just 
a little fatigued. He was just 
a lot more composed with 
his shots.

"I have to give it to him, 
that's what 50 pro fights will 
do for you."

It was an explosive fi-
nale to their much-hyped 

contest which proved sur-
prisingly competitive in the 
early rounds as McGregor 
managed to land a string of  
scoring punches.

But once Mayweather 
began to find his range and 
McGregor wearied rapidly, 
there was only going to be 
one winner.

The 40-year-old Amer-
ican scored at will after 
the fourth round, snapping 
back McGregor's head with 
a series of stinging blows.

McGregor, 29, some-
how survived an onslaught 
in the seventh round when 

a right counter from May-
weather staggered him 
badly.

Finally McGregor's re-
sistance broke in the 10th 
when a Mayweather right 
sent him lurching across 
the ring.

A hard left put him on 
the ropes and another hook 
saw him bent over and help-
less, prompting the stop-
page.

The fight had followed 
a largely expected script 
but McGregor, in his first 
ever boxing appearance, 
by no means embarrassed 

London, August 27 (AFP): 
Chelsea lifted Antonio Con-
te's spirits ahead of the cru-
cial final days of the transfer 
window as goals from Cesc 
Fabregas and Alvaro Mora-
ta sealed a comfortable 2-0 
victory over woeful Everton 
on Sunday.

Conte has spent the last 
few weeks grumbling about 
Chelsea's failure to land 
his top transfer targets, and 
with the window closing 
next week, the Blues boss 
is hoping to bolster his de-
pleted squad with several 
signings.

Against that troubled 
backdrop, it was essential 
Chelsea signed off  before 
the international break with 
three points to keep in touch 
with Premier League pace 
setters Manchester United.

T h e  c h a m p i o n s 
achieved that aim with ease 
as Fabregas opened the 
scoring in the first half  at 
Stamford Bridge before Mo-
rata bagged his second goal 
since his club record £58 
million ($74 million) move 
from Real Madrid.

Conte's men have now 
won two in a row following 
their shock opening-day 
defeat against Burnley, but 
they won't have many less 
demanding victories than 
this one against a lethargic 
Everton side who barely 
broke sweat.

A l t h o u g h  M o r a t a 
scored again, the Spain 

himself.
- 'A win is a win' -
Mayweather will now head 
into what he says is a per-
manent retirement with a 
perfect 50-0 record, one bet-
ter than heavyweight legend 
Rocky Marciano.

"A win is a win, no mat-
ter how you get it," May-
weather said. "Rocky Mar-
ciano is a legend and I look 
forward to going into the 
Hall of Fame one day.

"This was my last fight 
tonight. For sure. Tonight I 
chose the right dance part-
ner to dance with."

Mayweather is also ex-
pected to be around 200 
million wealthier, taking his 
career earnings to around 1 
billion.

McGregor, who was an 
unemployed former plumb-
er four years ago before 
emerging as one of the big-
gest stars of  the Ultimate 
Fighting Championship, 
is expected to earn around 
100 million.

The start of  the fight 
had been delayed as an-
ticipation built to fever pitch 
and television providers 
struggled to cope with the 
surge in demand from pay-
per-view customers.

Anticipation had built 
steadily at ringside as an ar-
ray of stars from the sports 
and entertainment worlds 
took their seats, including 
Bruce Willis, LeBron James 
and Mike Tyson.

striker was a diffident figure 
for long periods and Conte 
knows Chelsea's hopes of  
more silverware rest on him 
being given extra options 
to juggle the demands of a 
gruelling season.

Everton's first league 
defeat of  the season was 
a frustrating end to what 
had been a positive week 
for Ronald Koeman's men 
after they drew at Manches-
ter City and qualified for 
the Europa League group 
stages.

Back from suspen-
sion, Fabregas came in for 
Tiemoue Bakayoko and 
was immediately in the 
thick of  the action when 

Everton midfielder Idris-
sa Gueye escaped with a 
yellow card after catching 
the Spaniard with a crude 
studs-up lunge.

Quickly monopolising 
possession, Chelsea threat-
ened an early goal as Wil-
liam's penetrating run teed 
up Morata in the penalty 
area.

But Morata opted to 
pass and the chance was 
gone when Pedro lifted an 
ambitious bicycle kick over 
the crossbar.

David Luiz took a direct 
approach moments later, 
bringing Everton goalkeep-
er Jordan Pickford into ac-
tion for the first time with a 

low strike from just outside 
the area.

Pedro followed suit with 
another long-range effort 
that had Pickford sprawling 
to his right to save.
- Killer blow –
Chelsea's relentless pressure 
was rewarded in the 27th 
minute.

Fabregas flicked a pass 
to Morata and timed his 
run perfectly to receive the 
Spaniard's headed return 
ball in stride, nudging in 
front of  Leighton Baines 
to guide a deft finish past 
Pickford for his first goal of  
the season.

Although Everton had a 
draining Europa League as-

Glasgow,  Augus t  27 
(IANS): Olympic 2016 
silver medallist P.V. Sind-
hu failed to bring India 
the elusive gold medal 
from the World Badmin-
ton Championships edged 
out by Japanese seventh 
seed Nozomi Okuhara in a 
pulsating women's singles 
final here on Sunday.

Fourth seed Sindhu 
lost 19-21, 22-20, 20-22 
against the Olympic 2016 
bronze medallist Okuhara 
in a gruelling match that 
lasted an hour and 50 
minutes at the Emirates 
Arena.

It was Sindhu's third 
medal at the World Cham-
pionships, with a bronze 
apiece from the 2013 and 
2014 editions in her bag.

Sindhu's Hyderabadi 
citymate Saina Nehwal 
also stood on the podium 
after losing in the semi-
finals, settling for a bronze 
medal as India bagged two 
medals for the first time in 
an edition of  the World 
Championships.

Saina also has a silver 
from the 2015 edition and 
in Glasgow, Sindhu be-
came India's only second 
player with a second-place 

Dimapur, August 27 
(EMN): A group of  
around 40 football fans 
came together and or-
ganised a voluntary tree 
plantation day at Mon 
local ground.
T h e  t e a m  p l a n t e d 
around 70 saplings. 
The idea is said to have 
started 2 months back 
when few of  the team 
members felt the need to 
contribute something for 
the society. And gradu-
ally formed the group 
in being a responsible 
citizen of the district by 
planting trees through 

signment at Hajduk Split on 
Thursday, even that couldn't 
completely excuse a desper-
ately uninspired display.

It was only a matter of  
time before Chelsea made 
them pay again and it was 
Morata who delivered the 
killer blow in the 40th min-
ute.

After referee Jon Moss 
played the advantage fol-
lowing a foul on Victor 
Moses, Cesar Azpilicueta 
had time and space to whip 
over a pin-point cross and 
Morata punished the flat-
footed Everton defence with 
a header beyond Pickford 
from 10 yards.

Pedro almost made it 
three just after half-time 
with a curling effort that 
whistled wide before Ever-
ton finally carved out a 
chance.Sandro Ramirez 
had only Thibaut Courtois 
to beat when he raced onto 
Wayne Rooney's pass, but 
the striker's miscued shot 
was in keeping with his 
side's limp performance.

Normal service was 
soon resumed as Chelsea 
peppered Pickford's goal, 
with Pedro shooting wide 
and Moses firing too close 
to the keeper.

Despite Chelsea's com-
manding position, Conte 
remained typically hyperac-
tive on the touchline.

A calmer head will be 
required when he returns to 
the transfer maelstrom

which the group plans to 
create awareness of  self  vol-
unteering in the society.

And with an aim to beau-

tify the local ground and pro-
vide shades for people during 
programmes and events the 
team planted the saplings.

finish in the global bad-
minton showpiece.

India's first medal from 
the World Championships, 
a bronze medal, came via 
Prakash Padukone in the 
1983 edition.

Sindhu on Sunday gave 
herself  a great chance to 
end India's quest of  a 
maiden world title but fell 
short against Okuhara, 
who was the first Japa-
nese to reach the women's 
singles final.

Okuhara kept coming 
back at Sindhu and didn't 
allow the Indian to dictate 
the pace of  shuttle play. 

Especially during rallies, 
Okuhara had more energy 
and pace to prevail.

Okuhara's fast-paced 
game also curbed Sindhu's 
aggressive strokes, denting 
the Indian's chances of  
scoring winners.

Sindhu started strong-
ly, holding an 11-6 lead at 
the mid-game break. After 
the break, Okuhara staged 
a remarkable comeback 
to equalise at 14-point 
mark and forced Sindhu 
to commit errors as the 
Japanse led 18-14. Sindhu 
equalised at this point but 
Okuhara took the game 

21-19.
In the second game 

too, Sindhu had early ad-
vantage, taking a 9-3 lead 
but a fighting Okuhara 
trailed only by a three-
point difference at the mid-
game break.

Okuhara then wiped 
out the deficit and led 13-
12 but Sindhu fought back 
to lead 16-13. Sindhu then 
moved to 20-17 lead but 
Okuhara saved three game 
points and a delectable 
drop shot gave Sindhu a 
breather and then won 
22-20.

In the third and decid-
ing game, Okuhara, the 
2012 world junior champi-
on, got off  to a flying start. 
She raced away to a 5-1.

Sensing the urgency, 
Sindhu decided not to in-
volve in the rallies and she 
stepped up a gear to bring 
her aggressive game. It 
paid dividends as Sindhu 
equalised 5-5 and went 
into the break at 11-9.

A f t e r w a r d s ,  b o t h 
fought ferociously for each 
and every point. Okuhara 
especially had to bring 
her top defensive tench-
niques to the court against 
an attacking Sindhu. But 

each time Sindhu gained 
a point, the Japanse kept 
coming at her.

Sindhu, however, held 
a 19-17 lead when Oku-
hara failed to retrive one 
of  her smashes and the 
other was an unforced er-
ror. Then it seemed Sindhu 
had done the job but Oku-
hara thought otherwise.

Forcing Sindhu to be 
involved in long rallies 
and tiring her out, Oku-
hara not only equalised 
but also went on to take a 
20-19 lead.  But a dogged 
Sindhu pulled level only 
to see Okuhara quickly 
gain another point to be 
on the verge of  the cham-
pionship. Then came a 
quick cross-court drop 
shot which Sindhu had no 
answer, allowing the Japa-
nese to celebrate her win.

With this win, Oku-
hara, 22, has taken a 4-3 
lead in career meetings 
against 22-year-old Sind-
hu.

Meanwhile, China's 
Chen Qingchen and Jia 
Yifan defeated Japanese 
duo Yuki Fukushima and 
Sayaka Hirota 21-18, 17-
21, 21-15 to win the wom-
en's doubles title.


