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WEATHER
temperature

min.Max. Max.min.
aizawl 25° 20°

agartala 32° 25°

gangtok 26° 16°

guwahati 32° 25°

imphal 26° 21°

itanagar 30° 23°

shillong 22° 19°

delhi 34° 26°

Kolkata 33° 26°

chennai 35° 25°

 max:  min:
KOHIma 26° 19°
dImapur 32° 26°
 rF:  rH:
KOHIma 12mm 94%
dImapur 19mm 94%
* Rainfall (RF) * Relative humidity (RH)
Temperature in State Capitals

Lady Gaga documentary to 
release in September |  p10
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ACAUT report card: From ‘illegal tax’ to corruption

30 die in violence after Dera 
chief is held guilty of rape

Liezietsu's NPF CEC questions public for not agitating

Finance dept clarifies 
RTI reply is ready

Scribes call on CM

Uniting the common peoples’ aspiration

"They did not tell you 
how much pocket money 

contributes to corruption? 
Your pocket money, my 

pocket money, your mother's 
pocket money..." 

Ex-PM ‘flees Thailand’ 
ahead of trial verdict | P9

Sadness flies away on 
the wings of time. 

~ Jean de La Fontaine

Staff Reporter 
Dimapur, August 25 (EMN): The 
public rally organised by ACAUT on 
Friday afternoon – already proclaimed 
as the ‘mother of all rallies’ by the or-
ganisers – served to provide a striking 
indication to outline the ACAUT’s 
journey thus far, and the path it is 
most like to take in the future. 

In the absence of any hard and 
cold statistics, the public rally on Fri-
day at Dimapur’s Supermarket proved 
to be the “perfect” barometer to assess 
the ACAUT’s journey thus far. While 
the tone of the rally – exemplified by 
highly-charged ventilation of public 
angst – remained the same, the meas-
ure of “achievement” of this anti-graft 
movement’s was reflected in how the 
point of reference of public angst had 
shifted.

When the first major ACAUT 
rally was held on October 31, 2013, 
at Dimapur’s iconic Clock Tower, the 
collective angst of that public gather-
ing was directed at the “illegal taxa-
tion” collected by the various armed 
Naga political groups. Consequently, 
the gathering decided to adopt the 
now-famous ‘one government, one 
tax’ resolution that day.

Almost four years after that Clock 
Tower moment in 2013, the ACAUT 
rally at Supermarket on Friday was 
characterised by its shift from “illegal 
taxation” to corruption in the state 
– in the process, encapsulating the 
ACAUT’s journey thus far, as well as 
the seemingly endless hurdles that lie 
ahead for the anti-corruption move-
ment.

While the shift in focus – from il-
legal taxation to corruption – might 
seem to suggest that the issue of taxa-
tion has somehow been brought un-
der control, the fact that ACAUT has 
been left to tackle corruption in return, 
typifies one of English languages’ fa-
vourite clichés: out of the frying pan 
into the fire.

Another resolution from 2013 was 
the formation of a high powered com-
mittee to look into the non-govern-

in transferred case (Civil) No. 
169/2006.

3. The rally resolved to demand from 
the state Government to summon 
a special session of Nagaland Leg-
islative Assembly (NLA) to pass 
the Lokayukta bill 2017, to check 
all forms corruptions, misman-
agement and siphoning of public 
funds and immediately terminate 
all Back door appointments made 
post 6th June 2016 High court 
judgment. If  the government of  
Nagaland fails to act on these de-
mands before the end of Septem-
ber the public will call for all Na-
galand bandh.

4. The rally resolved to urge the de-
partment of Roads and Bridges 
(R&B) to start maintenance and 
construction of roads and bridges 
in Nagaland with the funds al-
ready drawn by the department 
till date. The rally also resolved to 
fight against looting and misman-

agement of public fund by devel-
opmental department till all the 
corrupted leaders and bureaucrats 
are booked and justice is delivered 
to the people.

5. The rally decided to reiterate the 
demand for free and fair inquiry 
by central investigation agencies to 
bring out the truth of siphoning of  
PDS items, fuel adulteration and 
other developmental funds.

6. The rally resolved to demand CBI 
inquiry into MKR Pillai’s case 
in disproportionate income and 
involvement in siphoning police 
modernization schemes and in-
volvement in other fraud case 
committed by Nagaland cop 
turned Kerala billionaire.

7. The rally resolved to support the 
clean election movement spear 
headed by NBCC and other 
churches on the slogan “one man 
one vote” to choose the leader of  
my choice. 

On a hot and humid day, a calm 
crowd – featuring the young and old 
– patiently endured the Dimapur 
temperature to settle themselves for 
ACAUT’s rally. 

Students in their uniform right 
out of class, and middle-aged group, 
made their way to the Supermar-
ket, the venue for ACAUT’s rally, 
straight from their workplace.   

Enthusiastic students told East-
ern Mirror: “We think there are 
many people whose genuine rights 
are taken away in our state and we 
believe we need to stand together 
and say that it is not acceptable.  We 
are here today as an individual in 
solidarity for one common cause-
against corruption”.

“Society becomes more signifi-
cant when it consist of the entire 
community and when members of  
the community rally for a unified 

cause, the power grow to be unim-
peded. The change that transpires 
through community participation 
for a common cause is greater than 
what an individual can achieve be-
cause this demonstrates the unity 
and approach that we have for a 
better society”, conveyed a group of  
young men in their traditional scarf  
and waistcoat. 

“People of Nagaland are frus-
trated witnessing the corruption 
taking place in our state.  By coming 
and working together, we can ex-
press and communicate our genuine 
disappointment. Together we can 
contribute beyond our individual 
demand. Participation is important 
and we all have something to con-
tribute for the cause of ACAUT”, 
commented a former student who 
had come all the way from Mon dis-
trict be part of the rally.  

Dimapur, August 25 
(EMN):  The Central Ex-
ecutive Council of  the NPF 
party led by their president 
Dr. Shurhozeilie Liezutsu 
today questioned why the 
Naga public did not agitate 
against the decision of the 
Governor to install an 'un-
democratic government' 
headed by TR Zeliang. 

This was raised as part 
of  their seven point resolu-
tion that was passed in the 
emergency meeting of the 
CEC and observed that it 
is a cause for concern as it 

mental taxations. It was constituted 
and the findings submitted in 2015. 
However it is yet to be implemented 
by the government, but the day's reso-
lution had no mention of it.   

Eastern Mirror’s observation, on 
October 31, 2013, that the ACAUT 
rally at Clock Tower, Dimapur had the 
undertones of a Naga war-cry against 
multiple taxations was replicated liter-
ally on Friday even as the rally began 
by three Naga youth sounding the 
Naga war-cry. As stated, the tone re-
mained unchanged, even as the focus 
shifted more towards corruption from 
taxation. 

All the speakers who addressed the 
gathering – claimed to be 50 thousand 
people by the organisers – centred 
their speeches on the issue of corrup-
tion, a notable deviation from its first 
rally. But as was the case on that warm 
October morning in 2013, Khekiye K 
Sema was once again the crowd-puller 
for ACAUT.

Sema led the crowd’s chorus for 
a CBI inquiry (central investigation 
agencies) into numerous cases of cor-
ruption committed by the government 
of Nagaland, which was later adopted 
as one of the resolutions. Failure on 

the part of the state government to 
use the CBI would force the people 
to start “a strike” – not unlike the one 
announced during the ULB imbroglio 
– to “close and shut the government 
system”, the gathering agreed. 

He also led the gathering’s call for 
the state legislators to call for a special 
assembly session to pass the Lokay-
ukta bill in Nagaland, later adopted as 
a resolution. 

Sema also stated that the govern-
ment of India must “officially call” all 
the six NNPGs to be included in the 
Naga political solution, “as an inde-
pendent entity and not as under the 
NSCN (IM)”. This, he stated, was the 
meaning of inclusiveness. 

“Otherwise there will be a civil 
war in Nagaland. This is the message 
that must reach the government of In-
dia. This is a message that must reach 
the NSCN (IM)”, Sema said.   

The presence of  youth, who 
formed almost 80% of the crowd 
gathered on Friday, was also put in 
proper context. According to Sema, 
“You are the leaders of  tomorrow. 
We are here to stand by you, but it is 
for you to fight”. 

This was also echoed in one of  

the two poems to be read out on the 
occasion. Young college-girl Brooke 
Shitiri from Kohima, delivering a 
passionate poetry reading, had this 
message: At times I forget/How today 
was once tomorrow/And I will be yester-
day again. 

More than twenty other speakers/
organisations addressed the rally. The 
overarching message to emerge out of  
all the speeches was to combat corrup-
tion.

Resolutions adopted during ACAUT 
Rally on August 25:
1. The rally urges the government of  

India (GoI) to expedite the po-
litical process for early and lasting 
political solution to the protracted 
Naga political problem by inviting 
all Naga political groups without 
further delay. The rally also appre-
ciates the coming together of Six 
NNPG’s for an inclusive dialogue 
with GoI.

2. The rally urges the GOI to remove 
the unconstitutional posts of Advi-
sor and Parliamentary Secretaries 
in the state of Nagaland in terms 
of the honorable Supreme Court 
Judgment Dated 26-7-2017 passed 

Chandigarh, August 25 
(IANS): At least 30 people 
were killed on Friday as 
security forces fired at ram-
paging mobs in Panchkula 
town in Haryana after a 
court held self-styled god-
man Gurmeet Ram Rahim 
Singh guilty of  rape and 
sexual exploitation. The 
violence also gripped parts 
of  Haryana and Punjab, 
leaving more than 250 peo-
ple injured.

Curfew was imposed 
in towns in 10 Punjab dis-
tricts, including Mansa, 
Bathinda, Patiala, Fazilka, 
Ferozepore, Faridkot, Ma-
lout, Sangrur and Barnala 
following the violence.

Haryana's Panchkula, 
adjoining Chandigarh, 
where a CBI court gave a 
guilty ruling against the 
Dera chief, resembled a war 
zone. Besides Panchkula, 
curfew was imposed in Sir-
sa, headquarters of  Dera 
Sacha Sauda where one 
person died in the violence, 
and Kaithal towns.

The army was deployed 
in different parts of  Hary-
ana and Punjab, including 
Panchkula, Sirsa, Mansa 
and Muktsar -- the last two 
major centres of  the sect.

Prime Minister Naren-
dra Modi condemned the 
violence and urged eve-
ryone to maintain peace. 
"The instances of  violence 
today are deeply distress-
ing. I strongly condemn the 
violence and urge everyone 
to maintain peace," he said 
in series of  tweets. 

"The law and order 
situation is being closely 
monitored. I reviewed the 
situation with the NSA 
(National Security Advisor 
Ajit Doval) and Home Sec-
retary (Rajiv Mehrishi)," 
he said, adding that he has 
urged officials to "work 
round the clock to restore 
normalcy and provide all 
possible assistance that is 
required".

It all began when CBI 
special judge Jagdeep Sin-
gh held the controversial 
sect leader, who has lakhs 

A section of the crowd during the rally organised by ACAUT at Naga Shopping Arcade in Dimapur on Friday, August 25. 

Sindhu in semis, Srikanth bows 
out of Badminton Worlds |  P11

~ Arien

Mirror Takes
of followers mainly in Pun-
jab and Haryana, guilty of  
raping and sexually exploit-
ing two female disciples in 
2002. The sentence will be 
pronounced on Monday.

As the 15-year-long 
court battle ended, the sect 
chief  was taken into cus-
tody. Soldiers deployed ear-
lier rushed to the court and 
took charge. After a quick 
medical examination, the 
so-called godman was 
flown to a jail in Rohtak in 
Haryana.

Ram Rahim Singh 
stood in the court with his 
hands folded in prayer and 
his eyes closed when the 
judge started reading the 
verdict. The tens of  thou-
sands of  supporters massed 
outside and who initially 
thought he would be let off  
first became gloomy -- then 
furious.

Even though the verdict 
was announced amid un-
precedented security and 
thousands of  police as well 
as paramilitary forces were 
deployed outside, the mobs 
took over the streets in no 
time, setting fire to scores 
of  vehicles and buildings.

Panchkula residents 
told IANS on telephone 
that the crowds had invad-
ed and tried to set fire to 
a bakery, a cinema theatre 
and a hotel besides torch-

ing scores of  cars and two-
wheelers. Residents shut 
themselves inside their 
homes.

Initially, the vastly out-
numbered security forces 
fled from the mobs as they 
were attacked along with 
journalists. Some journal-
ists took shelter in nearby 
houses to escape the mob 
fury.

The security forces then 
opened fire, killing 17 dem-
onstrators.

More than 250 people, 
including security person-
nel and journalists, were in-
jured in the mayhem. The 
dead, bleeding and with 
bullet wounds, collapsed 
on the roads, witnesses 
said. Panchkula looked like 
a town under siege, plumes 
of black smoke rising into 
the sky. 

Hours later, Hary-
ana Director General of  
Police B.S. Sandhu said: 
"Panchkula is now 100 per 
cent safe."

Attempts were made to 
burn two railways stations 
in Punjab's Malout and 
Mansa towns. An electric-
ity office in Sangrur town 
was set on fire. Two In-
come Tax department ve-
hicles were also torched in 
Mansa.

In Sangrur, a tehsil of-
fice in Lehragaga town 

went up in flames. In Lam-
bi town in Punjab's Muk-
tsar district, masked men 
lobbed petrol bombs on a 
telephone exchange and 
fired into the air to trigger 
panic.

Across Haryana, trad-
ers lowered the shutters of  
shops in most towns.

Security of  Rohtak 
town was handed over to 
the Central Reserve Police 
Force. The town was also 
at the centre of  widespread 
Jat agitation violence in 
February last year.

Punjab Chief  Minister 
Amarinder Singh and Har-
yana Chief  Minister Mano-
har Lal Khattar appealed 
to the people to maintain 
calm.

In Delhi, where two 
empty train coaches and 
two buses were set on fire, 
Chief  Minister Arvind Ke-
jriwal made a similar ap-
peal.

Amarinder Singh said: 
"Our forces are prepared 
to check any violence." He 
said the Army was called 
out in 10 places. Soldiers 
did a flag march in Zirak-
pur and Banur towns, lo-
cated close to Panchkula.

Union Home Minister 
Rajnath Singh spoke with 
both Khattar and Ama-
rinder Singh and assured 
them all help to bring the 
law and order under con-
trol.

Khattar admitted that 
there had been lapses in 
managing the law and or-
der situation.

Responding to a ques-
tion whether there was a 
lapse in preparations by the 
state government ahead of  
the judgment, the Haryana 
Chief  Minister agreed and 
said, "We are identifying 
the lapses."

Police were on high 
alert in districts of  western 
Uttar Pradesh and prohibi-
tory orders under Section 
144 clamped as a precau-
tionary measure in Bagh-
pat, Muzaffarnagar, Ghazi-
abad and Noida, adjoining 
Delhi.

could be an "indication that 
the Nagas are not satisfied 
with the present arrange-
ment and provisions of the 
Constitution of India".

However the CEC ap-
preciated the "determina-
tion" of Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi to find an 
"honourable solution" to 
the Naga political problem 
and also the efforts of  the 
negotiating parties to bring 
a "permanent solution" .

It stated that the CEC 
"reiterates  the stand of the 
NPF party that the solution 
being worked out should be 
inclusive of all stakehold-
ers".

The resolution while 
condemning the opponent 
group stated that the group 
led by Neiphiu Rio is hold-
ing  "unauthorised CEC 
meetings and  calling for 
unconstitutional General 
Convention of the NPF" 
and also urged the ECI "not 
to take cognizance of such 
charades meant to usurp 
Constitutional and legal 
organization of the Naga 
People’s Front headed by 
Dr Shurhozelie Liezietsu. "

It also alleged that the 
action of the Lok Sabha 
MP Neiphiu Rio "who had 
already formed his own 
political party Democratic 
Progressive Party" is also 
posing as the "illegal and 

unheard of Interim Presi-
dent" and called upon the 
Naga people that it is a joke 
being played by a "charla-
tan".

The CEC also resolved 
to fight the legal battles in 
the Courts of  law instead 
of resorting to other "dem-
ocratic means of protest 
against the various blatant 
illegalities by power mon-
gers to stick to seats of  pow-
er for their dubious inten-
tion of looting the public". 

The CEC also con-
demned the activities of  
"unidentified elements" out 
to create mischief   such as 
firing at Hotel Vivor and 
threatening Government 
officials by entering into 
their residences. 

"Violence should not 
be resorted to by anyone, 
nor should anyone take the 
law into their own hands," 
stated the CEC resolution. 

 It also offered sympa-
thy to the family members 
affected by these" unruly 
elements" and made an ap-
peal  to all to "abide by the 
laws of the land".

The CEC also claimed 
that the majority of the 
CEC members, COBs and 
Division units are still in-
tact and united behind the 
party as evident from the 
meeting attendance al-
though called  on  "such a 

short notice" .  
On being asked about 

the number of CEC mem-
bers that attended today's 
meeting,  one of the attend-
ees told Eastern Mirror that 
112 members attended the 
meeting. 

Moreover, he added, 
the membership of about 
25-40 who did not attend  
are already under question 
since they had not attended 
CEC meetings for three 
consecutive times.

On the other hand a 
member from the opposing 
group led by Neiphiu Rio 
stated that although many 
may have attended, the 
actual CEC members in-
cluding the Division presi-
dents, who are automati-
cally CEC members, that 
attended today' s meeting 
were only about 49. 

The tussle between the 
two factions of the NPF 
which is set to end only 
through the intervention of  
the ECI already has the leg-
islators of  the party divided 
into two distinct factions. 

However both the 
groups  are closely guard-
ing the actual number of  
the CEC members that 
each group has. 

The CEC is the most 
powerful body of  the NPF 
party in the organisational 
wing. 

Dimapur, August 25 (EMN):  The 
PIO of Finance Department V. Kezo 
has issued a clarification today on the 
allegation of ACAUT that the Chief  
Minister TR Zeliang is withholding a 
reply to an RTI application was ready 
to be 'furnished'. 

The Public Information Officer of  
the department stated that the conver-
sation with ACAUT regarding the RTI 
application was in the month of July 
when  the files were in "transit" since 
the then Finance Advisor TR Zeliang 
had demitted office.

 "It is to be clarified that there is  no 
intention on the part of the Depart-
ment to withhold facts that are on re-
cord. Reply to the RTI is ready and will 
be furnished to the applicants,” the PIO 
further added. 

Dimapur, August 25 (EMN):  Journalists from 
Kohima today met Chief  Minister TR Zeliang 
at his office chambers in the Civil Secretariat 
and replied to queries on a series  of  issues con-
cerning the state.

A press note from the CMO stated that 
on the issue concerning Indo-Naga political 
talks, the chief  minister said that only "slogan 
for solution will not bring real solution, but it 
requires a formula for final amicable solution 
to Naga political problem". He stated that the 
"GoI understands the unique history of  Nagas 
and NSCN-IM also understands the difficulty 
of  GoI and they know what is best for solu-
tion".

On the issues of  oil exploration, Zeliang 
informed that Mokokchung, Mon, Dimapur, 
Peren and Wokha are the oil belt of  Nagaland.  

The chief  minister stated that the tussle 
over oil exploration will soon be resolved and 
the talks were being held with the Centre over 
the modalities and percentage of  shares be-
tween stakeholders.



KDLSA consultative meet with 
Juvenile justice stakeholders 

E-Archive launched at CM’s residential office
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Officials along with the trainees during the valedictory function at Treasuries & Accounts Training 
Institute, Dimapur on Friday.

KDLSA panel lawyer and para legal volunteers with stakeholders.

Power supply disrupted at Mon district
SDO (Tans) Mokokchung Transmission Division, Er. 
Shiludi Longkumer, has informed the consumers under 
Mon district that due to fault in 66KV transmission line 
between Naginimora-Tizit, as a result of incessant rain, 
the power supply to the district has been disrupted. The 
SDO informed that the department is making all efforts to 
restore power supply at the earliest. Affected consumers 
have been requested to bear with the inconvenience. 

NSNA convenes emergency meeting
The Nagaland Staff Nurse Association (NSNA) has 
convened an emergency meeting on August 30, 11:30 
a.m. at the Auditorium, Naga Hospital Authority (NHAK) 
Kohima. Two representatives from each district have 
been asked to attend the meeting positively.

Extended NPCC office bearers meeting
NPCC general secretary (Admn), N. Yona has informed 
that there will be an extended NPCC office bearers 
meeting on August 28, 11 a.m. at Congress Bhavan, 
Kohima. All the concerned have been requested to attend 
positively.

News iN Brief

ANGPTA representation to Minister of School Education

ECI announces Special 
Summary Revision schedule

Refresher course for accountants concludes

TR Zeliang, CCU condole Yazokie’s demise

Noune Resort to partially 
close down from Sept 1

re-integration. She also 
appraised on important 
features, JJB, powers, func-
tions and responsibilities of  
the board, Child Welfare 
Committee, procedures in 
relation to children in rela-
tion with law, rehabilita-
tion and social integration 
under the act.

Sangtam informed that 
the Act categorized child 
in conflict with law and 
child in need of  care and 
protection. 

E x p e r i e n c e s  we r e 
shared by Khriehuzo, CWC 
chairman; Pelemenuo, pro-
bation officer of  Observa-
tion Home Kohima; Nein-
guvinuo Kulnu, Childline 
Kohima and Puvezo, Dis-
trict Child Protection Unit 
(DCPU).

Dimapur,  August  25 
(EMN): The All Naga-
land Government Prima-
ry Teachers’ Association 
(ANGPTA) has served a 
representation to Minister 
of  School Education, to 
formulate state specific 
plan while implementing 
the parliament act sec-
tion 23(2) of  the right to 
education and the matter 
thereof.

“The All Nagaland 
Gover nment  Pr imar y 
Teachers’  Association 
would like to congratulate 
you for taking the issue of  
compulsory teachers’ train-
ing program without most 
sincerity, which we too feel 
is necessary to bring about 
qualitative changes in our 
state education system,” 

stated the press release.
ANGPTA submited the 
following points:

 1. We feel that the req-
uisite 50% marks at Higher 
Secondary level for admis-
sion to D.El.Ed. Course for 
in-service teachers must be 
scrapped as the department 
had never applied this crite-
rion while giving appoint-
ment to the elementary 
teachers.

 2.  That, till around the 
year 2000, the government 
allowed people with ma-
triculate and below qualifi-
cations to be appointed as 
Primary Teachers in some 
of  the backward areas of  
the state. In this regard, 
it is our stand that all the 
Primary Teachers currently 
serving under the depart-

ment of  School Educa-
tion should be grouped 
under the same category 
and allowed to undergo the 
D.EL.Ed training within 
the stipulated time period. 
That, the condition to com-
plete Higher Secondary 
level course through NIOS 
concurrently with the pro-
fessional course must not 
be applied in our state.

 3.  That, the number 
of  untrained teachers is 
still very high as such all 
cannot be accommodated 
for trainings at the SCERT 
and DIETs within the 
stipulated time frame. In 
this situation, we appeal 
to your kind authority to 
kindly make alternative 
arrangements by means of  
identifying and empower-

ing few selected EBRCs in 
each districts to function as 
D.El.Ed. centres. This will 
ease the problems faced 
by the teachers serving in 
remote areas and will also 
help in achieving the lofty 
target.

ANGPTA expressed 
hope and pray that the 
genuine and sincere issues 
raised by the association 
will be given due considera-
tion while formulating the 
plan for implementation of  
the said Act in the state.

The press release was 
jointly appended by presi-
dent James Ruokuosel-
hou, vice president T.Along 
Changkiri, treasurer Akaho 
Yepthomi and informa-
tion secretary Imchanuchet 
Jamir.

Dimapur,  August  25 
(EMN): The Niathu group 
management after delib-
erate consideration has 
decided to partially close 
down the Noune Resort, 
Seithekema ‘A’, Dimapur 
from September 1, owing 
to the 4th Mile Bridge 
Collapse. However, the 
picnic islands and fishing 
huts will function and re-
main open for the general 
public. 

Any group/individual 

with confirmed advance 
room bookings shall be 
adjusted at Niathu Resort. 
The management also as-
sured that normal services 
would resume very soon. 

For any updates one 
may follow the group’s Fa-
cebook page@niathugroup 
and Instagram@niathuho-
telsandresorts and website 
www.niathugroup.com. 

For reservations for 
angling and picnic island 
may contact 8415922086.

Dimapur, August 25 (EMN): The Election Commission of  
India (ECI) has announced the schedule for Special Sum-
mary Revision of Photo Electoral Rolls w.e.f. 0January 1, 
2018, as the qualifying date.
The schedule of revision is as below: 

SI 
No Stages of Revision Period allowed 

for stage 
1 Draft Publication of Rolls 03.10.2017

2. Period for filing claims & objec-
tions

03.10.2017 to 
31.10.2017

3. Reading of relevant part/section 
of  photo electoral rolls and in 
Local Bodies meetings etc. and 
verification of names

13.10.2017 and 
27.10.2017

4 Special campaign dates with 
Booth Level Agents of  political 
parties for  receiving claims and 
objections

14.10.2017 and  
28.10.20 I7

5 Disposal of  claims and objec-
tions

By 30. J 1.2017  

6 Updating the database, merging 
of photographs, updating the con-
trol tables and preparation and 
printing of supplementary list

By 20.12.2017 

7 Final publication of  Electoral 
Rolls

05.01.2018 

In supersession of the earlier order and in the interest of public service, Regional Transport Authority Dimapur has revised the fares for Auto rickshaw within Dimapur city, with effect from September 1. Auto rickshaw fare for town trip is fixed 
at Rs. 40/- . Fare for different parking lot is shown in the fare chart below.  Deputy Commissioner & chairman of Regional Transport Authority, Kesonyu Yhome has directed all auto rickshaw drivers directed to possess a copy of the Revised 
Fare Chart along with the vehicle documents for the convenience of the public. Passengers/commuters are also informed to insist on the fare chart before paying the fare. Defaulters will be strictly dealt with as per the Motor vehicle Act. 

Dimapur, August 25 (EMN): 
The refreshers course for sen-
ior divisional accountants, 
conducted by Treasuries & 
Accounts Training Institute 
Dimapur, was concluded on 
August 25.

In a valedictory programme, 
faculty, K.Semy, in his speech 
pointed out that accountants 
are respected as they are expect-
ed to have update knowledge of  
all government service rules.

Advisor of training institute, 
Zubemo Odyuo emphasised 
on the benefits of training pro-
grammes and that accounts 
matters are applicable through-
out their service life.

 Senior DA, Kikumzulu 
spoke on behalf  of  trainees 
while the function was chaired 
by deputy director, Temsuinla 
Aier.

Dimapur, August 25 (EMN): 
State Chief  Minister, TR Zeliang 
has expressed shock and sadness 
at the demise of  Dominic Yazok-
ie, Additional Director of  IPR 
who passed away on Thursday 
noon from Bethesda Hospital in 
Kohima after a brief  illness. 

Late Dominic Yazokie who 
joined service in November 1985 
as PRO, Delhi served the Gov-

ernment in different capacities 
with sincerity and commitment 
till his last breath. I remember 
him not only as a dedicated Gov-
ernment Officer but as a man 
who lived his life for unity and 
progress of  his people, Zeliang 
stated.

At this time of  pain and grief, 
the Chief  Minister extended 
condolences and pray that Al-

mighty God to grant solace to 
the bereaved family members 
and the departed soul to rest in 
eternal peace.
CCU Peren: The Chakhesang 
Catholic Union (CCU) is sad-
dened by the untimely demise of  
Domenic Yasokie Mera, presi-
dent of  Angami Catholic Union 
(ACU) on August 24. 

CCU said late Yasokie was a 

dedicated and sincere Catholic 
leader who served the Church 
with all sincerity in various ca-
pacities and was known for his 
charming personality and quali-
ties of  preaching the Gospel. He 
was an officer admired by all for 
his simplicity and humility.

 In his death, CCU stated 
that they have lost a great Catho-
lic leader in Nagaland, which 

has created a big vacuum and it 
will be difficult to fill the vacuum 
for many years to come. 

While sharing their sadness 
and sorrow, CCU conveyed 
heartfelt condolences to the be-
reaved family and pray that the 
Almighty God grant them solace 
and strength to bear the loss and 
also the departed soul to rest in 
peace.

Town Trip = Rs. 40/-
PaRking LoT no. 1 & 2

Charges From Railway Gate Parking To:

Hire 
Rate

Rate Per 
passenger

1 Purana Bazaar Junction 30 10
2 Pudampukri / 2 ½ 40 20
3 3rd / 4th Mile 60 25
4 5th / 6th Mile 70 30
5 7th Mile 90 35
6 D.C. Court 50
7 Lingrijan Tinali 35
8 Firing 65
9 Rangapahar TCP Gate 70
10 Purana Bazaar 40
11 Niu Colony 30
12 P.W.D. 40
13 Duncan 30
14 Signal Angami Junction / 

Thahekhu
60

15 Super Market / Walford 30
16 Half Nagarjan 40
17 Power House 50
18 Urra Peace Camp 50
19 Singrijan 50

Parking Lot no. 3
Charges From Railway Bazaar / Blue Hill Parking To:

1 Senti Hotel Junction 30
2 Nagaland Gate 30 15
3 DC Court 50
4 Lingrijan Tinali 35
5 Firing 60
6 Rangapahar TCP Gate 70
7 purana Bazaar 40
8 purana Bazaar Junction 50
9 Veterinary / Niu Colony 40
10 Residency Colony 40
11 oriental Colony 50
12 Ao Yimsen 90
13 Mon Basti 90
14 Kachari Gaon 60
15 Chuto Bosti 90
16 Super Market / Walford 30
17 2 1/2 Mile 70
18 3rd / 4th Mile 80
19 5th Mile / 6th Mile 90
20 7th Mile 90
21 Chumukedima 120
22 Patkai Christian College 150
23 ILP Check Gate 160
24 thahekhu Tinali 40
25 T.T.C. (Bilbe College / 

Phom Colony
40

26 Notun Basti 30
27 court Junction 30
28 Govt. College 40
29 Tinali 40
30 Sub-Jail 40
31 Nepali Kashiram 60

Parking Lot no. 4
Charges From T.V.R  Parking To:

1 Sematilla / Signal Bazaar 30
2 Signal Angami Junction / 

Thahekhu
40 15

3 Transit Camp 50 20
4 Thahekhu Gate 70
5 Rangapahar Crossing 90
6 Oriental Colony 50 30
7 Ao Yimsen 90
8 Mon Bosti 90
9 Kachari Gaon 60
10 Choto Lingri 90
11 Super Market / Walford 40
12 Half Nagarjan 50
13 Full Nagarjan 70
14 New NST / Pudampukri 60
15 Purana Bazaar Junction 50
16 2 1/2 Mile 85
17 3rd / 4th Mile 80
18 5th / 6th Mile 90
19 7th Mile 100
20 Chumukedima 120
21 Patkai Christian College 150
22 ILP Check Gate 160
23 Thahekhu Tenali 40
24 T.T.C (Bible College) / 

Phom Colony
40 30

25 Signal Phom colony 30
26 Catholic ground 30

Parking Lot no. 5 & 33
Charges From Dobhinala/Sewak Jnt. & Faith Hospital 
Parking To:

1 P.W.D 30
2 Duncan 30
3 Court Junction 40
4 DC Court 40 15
5 Govt. College 40 15
6 Tinali 40
7 Sub-Jail 40 20
8 Nepali Kashiram 60 20
9 Firing 60 20
10 Ao Khel 70
11 Kuda Mill 70
12 Ao Kashiram 80 20
13 St. John 70
14 Dillai Gate 80 25
15 Lingrijan 60
16 H.M.C. School 30
17 Sewak 3rd Gate 30
18 Lotha Colony 40 15
19 Kuda Mill / Sewak 40
20 Viola Colony 40 20
21 Residency Colony 40
22 Oriental Colony 50
23 Ao Yimsen 90
24 Mon Bosti 90
25 Kachari Gaon 60
26 Choto Lingri 90
27 super Market / Walfird 40
28 Half Nagarjan 50
29 Full Nagarjan 70

30 New NST / Pudampukri 60
31 Purana Bazaar Junction 50
32 2 1/2 Mile 80
33 3rd / 4th Mile 80
34 5th / 6th Mile 90
35 7th Mile 100
36 Chumukedima 120
37 Patkai Christian College 150
38 ILP Check Gate 160

Parking Lot no. 6
Charges From New Market Parking To:

1 DC Court 40
2 Duncan 40
3 Half Nagarjan 50
4 Full Nagarjan 70
5 New NST / Pudampukri 60
6 Purana Bazaar Junction 50
7 Veterinary / Niu Colony 40
8 Residency Colony 40
9 Oriental Colony 50
10 Ao Yimsen 90
11 Mon Bosti 90
12 Kachari Gaon 60
13 Chuto Lingri 90
14 Super Market / Walford 40
15 2 1/2 Mile 80
16 3rd / 4th Mile 90
17 5th / 6th Mile 100
18 7th Mile 110
19 Chumukedima 120
20 Patkai Christian College 150
21 ILP Check Gate 160
22 Thahekhu Tenali 40
23 T.T.C. (Bible College) / 

Phom Colony
40

24 Notun Basti 40
25 Court Junction 40
26 Govt. College 40
27 Tinali 40
28 Sub-Jail 40
29 Nepali Kashiram 60
30 Firing 70
31 Ao Khel 80
32 Kuda Mill 70
33 Ao Kashiram 90
34 St. John School 100
35 Dillai Gate 100

Parking Lot no. 07
Charges From Khermahal Parking To:

1 DC Court 30
2 Duncan 30
3 Half Nagarjan 50
4 Full Nagarjan 70
5 New NST / Pudampukri 50
6 Purana Bazaar Junction 50
7 Veterinary / Niu Colony 40
8 Residency Colony 40
9 Oriental Colony 50

10 Ao Yimsen 90
11 Mon Bosti 90
12 Kachari Gaon 60

13 Chuto Lingri 90
14 Super Market / Walford 30
15 2 1/2 Mile 70
16 3rd / 4th Mile 80
17 5th / 6th Mile 90
18 7th Mile 90
19 Chumukedima 120
20 Patkai Christian College 150
21 ILP Check Gate 160
22 Thahekhu Tenali 40
23 T.T.C. (Bible College) / 

Phom Colony
40

24 Notun Basti 30
25 Court Junction 30
26 Govt. College 40
27 Tinali 40
28 Sub-Jail 40
29 Nepali Kashiram 60
30 Firing 60
31 Ao Khel 70
32 Kuda Mill 70
33 Ao Kashiram 80
34 St. John School 70
35 Dillai Gate 80

Parking Lot no. 8
Charges From Burma Camp Parking To:

1 Niu Colony 30 15
2 Nagaland Gate 40 15
3 Veterinary 30
4 United North Block 30
5 Pig Farm Area 30

Parking Lot no. 9
Charges From Blue Hill / Tragopan Parking To:

1 Senti Hotel Junction 20
2 Nagaland Gate 30
3 DC Court 50
4 Lingrijan Tinali 35
5 Firing 60
6 Rangapahar TCP Gate 70
7 Purana Bazaar 40
8 Purana Bazaar Junction 50
9 Veterinary / Niu Colony 40
10 Residency Colony 40
11 Oriental Colony 50
12 Ao Yimsen 90
13 Mon Bosti 90
14 Kachari Gaon 60
15 Chuto Lingri 90
16 Super Market / Walford 30
17 2 1/2 Mile 70
18 3rd / 4th Mile 80
19 5th / 6th Mile 90
20 7th Mile 90
21 Chumukedima 120
22 Patkai Christian College 150
23 ILP Check Gate 160
24 Thahekhu Tinali 40
25 T.T.C. (Bible College) / 

Phom Colony
40

26 Notun Basti 30
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27 Court Junction 30
28 Govt. College 40
29 Tinali 40
30 Sub-Jail 40
31 Nepali Kashiram 60
32 Firing 60
33 Ao Khel 70
34 Kuda Mill 70
35 Ao Kashiram 80
36 St. John School 70
37 Dillai Gate 80

Parking Lot no. 10
Charges From Nagarjan Parking To:

1 Half Nagarjan 30
2 Power House/Full Nagarjan 40 15
3 Toluzuma 70
4 Thilixu/Aqasa 90 25
5 Zoological Park 90
6 Singrijan 110
7 Deizephe 160
8 Murise 160
9 Peace Camp 160
10 Bade 260
11 Kiyeto 260
12 Dhansaripar 260
13 Doyapur 270
14 Khekiho Village 280
15 Munglumugh 290
16 Hebron Colony 340

Parking Lot no. 11
Charges From Industrial Estate Tinali Parking To:

1 Sub-Jail / Nepali Kashi-
ram / TCP Gate

30

2 Firing / Ao Kashiram 30
3 Dillai Gate 30
4 DC Court 30
5 DC Court Junction 30

Parking Lot no. 12
Charges From Hong Kong Market Parking To:

1 DC Court 40
2 Duncan 30
3 Half Nagarjan 40
4 Full Nagarjan 60
5 New NST / ISBT 50
6 Purana Bazaar Junction 50
7 Naharbari 55
8 Padumpukhuri 60
9 Veterinary / Niu Colony 40
10 Residency Colony 40
11 Oriental Colony 50
12 Ao Yimsen 90
13 Mon Bosti 90
14 Kachari Gaon 60
15 Chuto Lingri 90
16 Super Market / Walford 40
17 2 1/2 Mile 80
18 3rd / 4th Mile 80
19 5th / 6th Mile 90
20 7th Mile 100

Dimapur,  August  25 
(EMN): The Kohima Dis-
trict Legal Services Au-
thority (KDLSA) held a 
consultative workshop with 

Juvenile Justice (JJ) stake-
holders at DC Conference 
hall Kohima on Friday.

Speaking on Juvenile 
Justice Act, 2015, Api-

la Sangtam, panel law-
yer KDLSA highlighted 
on the act such as proper 
care, protection, develop-
ment, treatment and social 
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NPF to opt for young candidates in 2018 Kronu urges to protect 
Intangki National Park 

Gorkha comunity observe ‘Balidan Diwas’Dominic Yazokie laid to rest

Public toilets commissioned in Kohima 

Students insist holistic waste management for healthier India

EM Images

NPF president Dr. Shurhozelie Liezietsu (centre third row) along with the CEC members during the meeting in Kohima on August 25.

Leaders of Gorkha Public Panchayat Kohima and other sister organisations pose at WW-II Cemetery in Kohima on the occasion of Balidan Diwas 
on August 25. (Inset) Parliamentary Secretary, Dr. Longriniken, addressing the Dimapur Gorkha community at the 73rd Gorkha Martyr’s Day cum 
blood donation camp in Darogapathar Village on Friday.

Director of IPR, Limawati, speaking at the funeral service of late Domonic Yazokie in Vidima village on 
August 25.

Officials along with Secretary of Urban Development posing for lens at the inauguration of public toilets in 
Kohima on August 25.

KMC administrator, K Sekhose, jury members, DEO officials and winners posed for a group photo at the 
Kohima District Science Seminar 2017 in Kohima on August 25.

Minister Neiba Kronu and PCCF I Panger Jamir with a baby elephant at Intangki National Park in Peren 
district on August 24.

State

Dimapur,  August  25 
(EMN): President of  the 
Naga People’s Front (NPF) 
and former chief  minister 
Dr. Shurhozelie Liezietsu 
said the NPF will opt for 
younger generation as par-
ty candidates in the com-
ing general elections and 
was emphatic that habitual 
defectors would be weeded 
out.

Addressing a crucial 
meeting of  the Central Ex-
ecutive Council (CEC), the 
highest decision-making 
body of  the regional party 
today, Dr. Shurhozelie said 
NPF is a “party deeply 
rooted with the Naga so-
ciety at all levels” and that 
the party cannot be handed 
over to “political tourists 
who are professional de-
fectors moving from place 
to place for comfort and 
enjoyment.”

“Our political detrac-
tors do not hesitate to tell 
lies and also they are, per-
haps, using money openly 
to lure our leaders. It was 
unfortunate that few weak 
leaders had fallen prey to 
these cheap games. But I 

am happy to see that most 
of  our members remain 
constant which clearly 
demonstrate our commit-
ment to the cause for which 
we stand for with clear un-
derstanding of  the princi-
ples of  our party,” he said.

The meeting was at-
tended by 112 CEC mem-
bers with few legislators 
and party functionaries. 
There are 172 CEC mem-
bers and the list is with the 
Election Commission of  
India. Out of  these, some 
have been suspended and 
terminated due to non at-
tendance of  CEC meetings 
and failure to renew their 
party membership.

Recalling the turn of  
events, Dr. Shurhozelie said 
the dissident group origi-
nally planned to dismiss his 
government, place men of  
their choice in position and 
“hijack the whole party to 
BJP to copy the Arunachal 
Pradesh drama.”

On the prospects of  
the 36 dissident legislators 
against whom disqualifica-
tion petitions have been 
filed in the Speaker’s court, 

Dr. Shurhozelie said they 
would have to find “a land-
ing ground” if  they want 
to contest the next elec-
tions and that they would 
have “no choice but to land 
anywhere where their col-
lective leadership asks them 
to land.”

He went on to say that 
“under these circumstanc-
es, they want to create con-
fusions and do damage 
to NPF party if  they can. 
He, however, said it will be 
a “futile attempt on their 
part” since the regional 
party is much more deeply 
rooted to the Naga psyche 
than the dissidents can ever 
imagine.

On the issue of  the 
Whip in Nagaland As-
sembly, Dr. Shurhozelie 
expressed surprise how 
the Assembly Secretariat 
could issue notification on 
appointment of  TR Zeliang 
as the Whip on July 19, 
2017, merely “based on 
the information given to 
the Speaker by the legisla-
tors.”

“Even the venue of  the 
meeting for appointment of  

TR Zeliang was the State 
Banquet Hall which is a 
Government building,” he 
pointed out and added it 
was for the people to judge 
which one of the two whips 
is “legal and constitution-
al and which one is self-
styled.”

On the role played by 
the Speaker to favour TR 
Zeliang, Dr. Shurhozelie 
said, the Speaker “giving 
recognition to the illegal 
appointment of  TR Zeliang 
as the Whip on mere infor-
mation given by the dis-
sident legislators is a total 
violation of  rules.”

Stating that the Speaker 
had “desecrated the high 
office,” he said it will re-
main a black mark in the 
history of  Nagaland Leg-
islative Assembly and will 
have negative impact on his 
political career.

Also participating in 
the discussion, Huskha 
Yepthomi, working presi-
dent, reminded the party 
leaders not to forget the 
pioneers whose intention 
to form the regional NPF 
party was “to safeguard 

the principle of  peace and 
welfare of  the Naga people 
and that leaders should 
contribute their best to the 
ideology behind the party 
for the Naga people and 
stand firm in their convic-
tions.”

MLA Yitachu, in his 
speech, said even if  all 
the MLAs desert from the 
party and join the govern-
ment, no force or power 
can snatch away the party 
as long as the party is in-
tact, adding the “dissidents 
talking about to take over 
the party is like a wild 
dream.”

The MLA also said 
the party is “functioning 
smoothly according to the 
constitution and the party 
has nothing to be afraid.”

Another MLA, CL 
John said true and dedi-
cated NPF par ty men 
and women were intact, 
whereas the “readymade 
power seekers were in the 
dissident group.” 

In his welcome address, 
Vikheho Swu, MLA, laud-
ed the CEC members for 
remaining firm and stated 
that no force can divide 
or snatch the party if  the 
members remain united 
and steadfast. 

Impressed with the 
attendance of  the CEC 
members, he asserted that 
“together we will restore 
the normalcy to the party 
and work for the Naga 
people.”

The programme was 
chaired by Apong Pon-
gener, working president, 
while the vote of  thanks 
was pronounced by P 
Longon, MLA.

Staff Reporter 
Dimapur,  August  25 
(EMN): Blood donation 
camps marked the ‘Balidan 
Diwas’ of the Gorkah com-
munity in Nagaland. ‘Bali-
dan Diwas’ literal meaning 
‘Sacrifice Day’ is celebrated 
all over India by the Gorkha 
community in remembrance 
of  the supreme sacrifice 
made by Gorkha freedom 
fighter Major (late) Durga 
Malla.

Born on July 1, 1913, 
in Dehradun, Major Durga 
Malla was clever and bril-
liant from his childhood. In-
spired by Mahatma Gandhi 
and other freedom fighters, 
he joined Gorkha Rifles at 
the age of 18 years.

When Indian National 
Army (INA) was formed 
under the leadership of Sub-
hash Chandra Bose, Durga 
Malla left the British Army 
and joined the INA. Late 
Durga Malla was captured 
by the British at Ukhrul 
in Manipur on March 27, 
1944, and hanged on Au-
gust 25, 1944.

To mark the occasion, 
Dimapur Gorkha commu-
nity today donated a total 
106 units of  blood to the 
Blood Bank of District Hos-
pital, Dimapur. The blood 
donation camp was organ-
ised by Dimapur Gorkha 
Union with Darogapathar 
unit as the host at Daroga-
pathar village.

Parliamentary Secretary 
of  IT&C and DAN chair-
man, Dr. Longriniken, who 
graced the occasion as the 
chief  guest, reminded the 
community of the contribu-

Dimapur, August 25 (EMN): Hundreds 
mourner bade farewell to the departed soul 
of the Additional Director of Information 
and Public Information, late Dominic Ya-
zokie, who was laid to rest today in Vidima 
village.

Family members, friends and officials 
from the Information and Public Relations 
Department led by its Director bade a tearful 
goodbye to Additional Director of Informa-
tion & Public Relations late Dominic Ya-
zokie, who was laid to rest in Vidima village 
on August 25.  

Parliamentary Secretary, Er. Vikho 
Yoshu, speaking on behalf of the deceased 
native village Kigwema, described late Do-
minic as a person of wisdom who was al-
ways ready to help people and the society at 
large. He lamented that the vacuum created 
by his demise would be difficult to replace.

Director IPR, Limawati Ao, described 
late Dominic as an able and fair administra-
tor, who had been a fatherly figure to the 
younger officers. 

“As a senior officer in the Directorate, 
he was the solid rock in which the De-

partment stood in times of  hardships and 
uncertainties,” he added. He has further 
conveyed condolence to the bereaved fam-
ily members. 

Others who spoke during the funeral 
included Retired Director of HE, Norbert 
Noraho; DPRO Dimapur Lolano Patton; 
vice president of ACU, Kevituonyu Simon; 
Catechist of St. Michael Church Kigwema, 
Vimetha Vincent; and others. 

Condolence messages of  the State 
Governor, Chief  Minister and Bishop of  
Nagaland were also read out during the 
funeral service. 

Late Dominic Yazokie passed away on 
August 24 at Bethesda Hospital, Kohima, af-
ter a brief illness. He joined the Department 
of IPR in November 1985 as PRO Delhi and 
served the government and the people with 
dedication and distinction in that position 
for nearly 18 years. After coming to the Di-
rectorate on promotion, he served in various 
capacities including PRO to Governor of  
Nagaland, Nodal officer at CMs office etc. 
He left behind his wife, 5 children (3 sons and 
two daughters) and 6 grand children.

Our Correspondent
Kohima, August 25 (EMN): 
A young student from Ko-
hima observed that the battle 
for a cleaner and greener 
and healthier India can suc-
ceed only if an overreaching 
framework to deal with the 
generation management and 
disposal of  waste is put in 
place and implemented.

While some wisely 
opined that the aim should 
be to promote research 
work and to bridge the gap 
between the research and 
its implementation at the 
ground level, others sug-
gested on stricter rules and 
regulation, sustainable de-
velopment and eco-friendly 
methods of waste manage-
ment in a holistic manner 
and piece meal initiatives.

This concern was ex-
pressed by students at the 
Kohima district science 
seminar 2017 on the topic 
‘Swatch Bharat: Role of sci-
ence and technology promis-
es and challenges,’ organised 

Kohima, August 25 (EMN): Minister of  
Environment, Forests & Climate Change, 
Neiba Kronu, on August 24 held a joint 
meeting with the four villages around the 
Intangki National Park and voiced serious 
concern for protection of  the only national 
park in the State.

Interacting with the Goan Buras 
(GBs), village council chairmen and 
elders of  Beisumpuikam, Jalukiekam, 
Jalukiezangdi and Manglumukh in the 
presence of  Zeliangrong Baudi Nagaland 
at Intangki National Park in Peren district, 
Kronu maintained that Nagaland is rich in 
natural biodiversity, adding it is the ‘only 
means which can put the state into the 
world forest map’. 

Having an area of  202 sq kms, Intangki 
can be converted into a “Kaziranga of  Na-
galand,” which will not only enhance the 
economy of  the villages surrounding it but 
also of  the State through eco-tourism, the 
minister asserted. He emphasised that both 
the villagers and the department should 
work together in protecting the only Na-
tional Park of  the State from encroachers, 
poachers and other anti-social elements.

On the delay in completion of  ‘land 
exchange’ process between Beisumpuikam 
and Forest department which has been 
prolonged for several years now, Kronu ap-
pealed to both the parties to have better un-
derstanding and accept the proposal in the 

interest of  protecting the park together. 
Advisor of Zeliangrong Baudi, Akhang 

Kamei conveyed the stand of  the organisa-
tion stating they are for stopping all forms 
of  encroachment within the National 
Park, while the nearby villages have also 
accepted the decision and have been ex-
tending all possible support in the endeav-
our of  the department.

He, however, urged the department and 
Beisumpuikam village to arrive at an early 
solution of  land exchange.

Deputy Conservator of  Forest INP, 
Heuneilung, while maintaining that pro-
tection of  the park should be given priority, 
pointed out the need of  more forest patrol 
personnel. He also said that discussion on 
land exchange between Beisumpuikam 
and department was nearing completion.     

Conservator Forest, Peren, and Director 
INP, YM Jami moderated the interaction.

Accompanied by Principal Chief  Con-
servator of  Forest, I Panger Jamir, minister 
Kronu also visited the Nagaland Zoologi-
cal Park, Rangapahar, in Dimapur. He un-
derscored the need to increase the species 
of  animals in order to attract visitors from 
within and outside the State. 

Director of  the Zoological Park, Sen-
tichuba Aier, briefed the minister on the 
requirements for improvement of  the zoo 
including forest patrolling personnel and 
revenue generation of  the zoo.

tions made by Gorkhas in 
the country and beyond. He 
also called upon the com-
munity to continue with 
their service and contribute 
in harbouring peace.

Senior specialist and 
in-charge of  Blood Bank, 
Dimapur, Dr. Temsu Ao 
lauded the Gorkha commu-
nity for their contribution 
towards the State through 
their annual blood dona-
tion drive. He remarked 
that ‘when we have social 
responsibility, a sense of  
ownership takes place.’ 

Darogapathar village 
council chairman, Nungtok 
Jamir, said blood dona-
tion is the highest form of  
humanitarian service and 
persuaded the community 
to continue with their noble 
service towards the people. 

While calling upon the 

community to continue 
with their humanitarian 
service, he noted that DGU 
till 2016 had contributed 
a total 980 units of  blood- 
120 units in 2011, 220 units 
in 2012, 183 units in 2013, 
165 units in 2014, 123 units 
in 2015, and 160 units in 
2016.

In a related programme, 
Gorkha Public Panchayat 
Kohima (GPPK) along 
with other Gorkha NGOs 
observed ‘Balidan Diwas’ 
on August 25 by organising 
different activities. 

In the morning, GPPK 
along with other Gorkha 
NGOs of  the capital paid 
floral tributes to the Gorkha 
freedom fighters at World 
War-II Cemetery by instat-
ing the portraits of  Major 
(late) Durga Malla and late 
Captain Neikezakuo Ken-

guruse.    
The main programme 

was held at GPPK hall, 
Chandmari, in the evening 
with the Joint Director of  
Treasuries and Accounts, 
RN Lama, as the chief  
guest and the Reserve Of-
ficer, PHQ, Milan Sunam, 
as the guest of honour. 

In his address, Lama 
encouraged youngsters to 
emulate late Durga Malla 
and be prepared to make 
noble sacrifice for the com-
munity, society and country 
to have a better future. He 
also exhorted them to lead 
a meaningful life by initiat-
ing welfare activities for the 
society.   

Milan Sunam also ex-
horted the gather.

Delivering the signifi-
cance of  the day, GPPK 
secretary Jibon Pradhan 

said on this day in 1944, 
Durga Malla was hanged to 
death by the British at Red 
Fort Delhi. 

His statue was erected 
at the premises of  Parlia-
ment which was unveiled 
by the then Prime Minister 
Dr. Manmohan Singh on 
September 17, 2004.

GPPK Secretary also 
highlighted the sacrifice 
made by late Captain Ken-
guruse, the brave Naga sol-
dier who laid his life in the 
defence of the country dur-
ing the Kargil War on July 
26, 1999.

Marking the occasion, 
a blood donation camp was 
also held, wherein Gorkha 
youth donated their blood. 
A talk on blood donation 
was also delivered by Medi-
cal Officer In-charge of  
Blood Bank, Dr. Tina. 

by the District Education Of-
ficer, Kohima, at Christ King 
Higher Secondary School, 
Kohima.

The programme was 
graced by Administrator of  
Kohima Municipal Council 
(KMC), Kethosituo Sekhose, 
as the chief guest.

Presenting their varied 
views on the role of science 

and technology – prom-
ises and challenges through 
power point presentations, 
the students have suggested 
for adoption of eco toilets, 
remove the system of man-
ual scavenging, waste water 
treatment, conversion of  
insanitary toilets into pour 
flush toilets and launching 
of  mobile apps and sensor 

equipped dustbins.
Also highlighting on 

some of the challenges such 
as lack or minimal provi-
sion of  funds, acquisition 
of lands, no proper location 
of solid waste management 
plant, no proper dumping fa-
cilities on highways, mindset 
of people, lack of awareness 
on sanitary habits, increasing 

population, poverty, lack of  
conscientisation, laboratory 
and equipments and duplic-
ity of life etc.

Kekhrie Yhome from 
Christ King Higher Second-
ary School, Kohima, was 
declared winner of the Ko-
hima district science seminar 
2017, while Rosy Yanthan 
from Mount Sinai Higher 
Secondary School, Kohima, 
and Kilungwangbe from Dr. 
Neilhouzhü Kire Govern-
ment Higher Secondary 
School, Seikhazou, were ad-
judged as second and third 
winners respectively.

Altogether six schools 
from Kohima district took 
part in the seminar with 
Tarachu Fithu, Assistant 
Director of  Urban Depart-
ment; PHED Executive En-
gineer A Kent; and Er Pele, 
Science and Technology, as 
jury members.

The winners will partici-
pate at the State level science 
seminar and represent the 
State at the national level.

Dimapur,  August  25 
(EMN): Secretary of  Ur-
ban Development Depart-
ment and Director of  SIP-
MIU, Motsuthung Lotha 
today commissioned two 
pay and use and three com-
munity toilets at IDSMT 
complex near New Secre-
tariat, Kohima.

Speaking on the occa-
sion, Motsuthung Lotha 
elaborated on the project 
concept and appealed both 
the KMC and the public to 
maintain properly for the 

welfare of  the public. 
Er. Limanaro, Addi-

tional Programme Direc-
tor of  SIPMIU, presented 
the technical report, while 
the acceptance speech was 
delivered by Kethosituo 
Sekhose, Administrator of  
KMC.

The five toilet blocks 
were constructed at the cost 
of  Rs 92,05,414 located at 
IDSMT and Kezieke (pay 
and use ) and community 
toilets one at North Police 
Station and two at upper 

AG Colony.
Rev. Rajesh, pastor of  

Breath of  Life Nagamese 
Church, Kohima, said the 
dedicatory prayer. The 
meeting was chaired by 
Virul Kikhi, Administra-
tive Officer of  SIPMIU. 

The programme was 
attended by Khupi Natso, 
Engineer-in-Chief  PWD; 
EE Power, contractors, 
SIPMIU and KMC of-
ficials, public and some 
community toilets benefi-
ciaries.
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Manipur Assembly Speaker, Y Khemchand accompanied by Pollution Control Board Chairman L 
Radhakishore, Parliamentary Secretary Dr S Ranjan and others staging a symbolic walk in support of visually 
impaired persons on Friday in Imphal.

Ronghang visits ongoing KASA 
playground construction

Massive awareness required to deal with 
mosquito-borne illnesses: Jayentakumar 

Man arrested 
for raping  a 
minor girl

ERONET launched in M’layaDraft electoral roll for 
Tripura published

Heroin seized, three 
arrested in Mizoram

Assam flood situation improves; 
Brahmaputra flowing below red mark 

Twin blasts rock village in Mnp

Nagaland Peace Centre condoles

Railway employees donates 
one day salary to flood relief

AICSU condemns Thanhawla for 
denying police protection to students 

Political parties’ agents to involve more in electoral rolls revisions

Eronet to be launched in Assam

Delay in central projects causes 
Rs. 2000 crore cost overrun

G u wa h a t i ,  A u g u s t 
25 (PTI):  ‘Eronet’, a 
new por tal/software 
in t roduced  in  some 
states by the Election 
Commission for various 
activities like inclusion 
or deletion of  names 
in electoral rolls, will 
be launched in Assam 
on August 28. Eronet 
facilitates various activities 
re la t ing  to  e lec tora l 
roll such as inclusion 
and deletion of  names, 
name corrections, said 
an Assam government 
release here today.

S t a t i n g  t h e  n e w 
software has already been 
introduced in different 
states in different dates, 
the release said the new 
software will be launched 
in Assam on August 28. 

General voters may apply 
online for facilitation of  
various activities relating 
to electoral roll through 
the already in use portal 
nvsp.in and Eronet .

It has been believed 
that diverse officers and 
employees associated 
with such process at 
various levels may be 
able to dispose in due 
time and in an accurate 
manner through eronet, 
i t  said.  The elect ion 
department including 
the  d i s t r i c t  e lec t ion 
officers has concluded 
e v e r y  p r o c e d u r e s 
and t ra ining  re la ted 
activities to district level 
officers and employees 
f o r  i t s  s u c c e s s f u l 
implementat ion,  the 
release added.

Shillong, August 25 (PTI): Undue 
delay in implementing central projects 
worth over Rs 7000 crore in Meghalaya 
has resulted in additional cost overrun 
of  nearly Rs 2000 crore. “The total 
original cost of six central projects in 
Meghalaya was Rs 7108.02 crore and 
the anticipated completion cost is Rs 
9,025 crore implying a cost overrun 
of Rs 1,916.98 crore,” an official told 
PTI here today after a review of  the 
progress of  these projects by Union 
Minister of Statistics and Programme 
Implementation D V Sadananda 
Gowda on Thursday.

Rs 6000 crore was earmarked for 
construction of  the 108 km railway 
line connecting Shillong with the rest 

of  the country by 2021, the official 
said. The railway project has, however, 
been halted following arson by Khasi 
Students Union activists earlier this 
year in which heavy construction 
equipments worth several crores of  
rupees was damaged.

Gowda, he said, directed Meghalaya 
Chief Secretary Y Tsering to convene 
regular meetings of the Central sector 
Project Co-ordination Commitee 
(CSPCC) to resolve problems faced by 
the central PSUs in the state and for 
timely completion of the projects.

Gowda today went on a site 
inspection at the North Eastern Indira 
Gandhi Institute of Health and Medical 
Sciences where the construction of the 

regional cancer centee, the medical 
college Building, the hostel and nursing 
college is on.

Gowda, who was accompanied 
by Meghalaya lone Rajya Sabha MP 
Wansuk Syiem and other officials, 
urged the concerned parties engaged 
in construction work to complete 
it on time. The total project cost is 
approximately Rs 280 crore.

The union minister, who ended his 
two day visit to Meghalaya to hold a 
review meeting of  railways, national 
highways, health, steel and arts and 
culture ministries, also attended a 
public meeting on Swachch Bharat 
Abhiyan at Umsning town during the 
day.

Agartala, August 25 (IANS): The 
Election Commission has asked 
chief  electoral officers (CEOs) 
of all states and union territories 
to involve Booth Level Agents 
(BLAs) of  political parties more 
extensively in the special summary 
revision of  photo electoral rolls 
across the country, an official said 
here on Friday.

The Election Commission in 
its August 23 letter to all CEOs of  
27 states, excluding election-bound 
Gujarat and Himchal Pradesh, 
and seven union territories has 
directed them to conduct special 
summary revisions of  the photo 
electoral rolls with January 1, 
2018, as qualifying date of age.

“The Commission has asked to 
involve the BLAs more extensively 
in doing the special summary 

revisions of  the photo-affixed 
voters’ list. Only the BLAs of  
national political parties would 
be involved in the process,” a 
Tripura Election Department 
official said.

Currently, India has seven 
national parties -- the Congress, the 
Bharatiya Janata Party, the Bahujan 
Samaj Party, the Communist Party 
of India, the Communist Party of  
India-Marxist, the Nationalist 
Congress Party and the Trinamool 
Congress.

The poll panel in its letter 
said that CEOs would ask the 
recognised national political 
parties to identify and appoint 
one BLA in each polling station to 
involve them in the campaign. The 
BLAs along with the poll panel’s 
Booth Level Officers (BLO) would 

go through the draft electoral 
rolls and identify the suitable 
corrections.

“With a view to ensure more 
involvement of  political parties, 
the Commission has allowed 
BLAs of  recognised political 
parties to file applications in bulk, 
subject to the condition that a 
BLA shall not submit more than 
10 application in prescribed form 
to BLO at one time or in one day,” 
the EC’s letter said.

“If  a BLA files more than 30 
applications during entire period 
of  filing claims and objections, 
then cross verification must be 
done by electoral registration 
officers themselves.” The official 
said that as per the Election 
Commission schedule, West 
Bengal is the first state that 

published the draft electoral rolls 
on August 22 followed by Tripura 
on August 24.

The others would publish the 
draft electoral rolls in September, 
October and November keeping 
in mind the local conditions and 
the final electoral rolls of all states 
and union territories would be 
published by the second week of  
January 2018. The official also 
said that Gram Sabhas would be 
held in all villages, and similar 
public gatherings in municipal 
council or corporation areas, to 
make people aware about the 
special summary revisions.

Stressing at least two Gram 
Sabhas must be held in each Gram 
Panchayat area during the revision 
process, he said that that the 
Commission wants an error-free 

voters’ list, including all eligible 
people in the electoral rolls. “In 
the Gram Sabha, existing rolls 
(draft rolls) would be read out and 
appropriate steps would be taken 
on the spot.”

The dates of  the Gram Sabha 
would be fixed by the Election 
Commission in consultations 
with the states concerned or 
election authorities. In Tripura, 
the draft electoral rolls were 
published on Thursday. Currently 
Tripura has 2,505,997 voters, 
of  them 1,230,628 females. 
“In each summary revision of  
electoral rolls two to three per 
cent voters were increased. This 
is an all India phenomenon. 
However, during election year, 
the increase is slightly more,” the 
official added.

Itanagar, August 25 
(PTI): The police have 
arrested a person on 
the charge of  rape and 
abduction of  a minor 
girl of Namsai district of  
Arunachal Pradesh. The 
person, stated to be a RSS 
pracharak, was arrested 
on Augutst 22, Namsai 
superintendent of police 
C K Mein said today.

He was produced in 
the court on August 23 
and was remanded to 
police custody for five 
days, he said. The person 
was arrested on the basis 
of  an FIR filed by the 
parents of  the victim, a 
student of  Class nine, 
the police superintendent 
said.

The victim in her 
statement claimed that 
she was raped in his car 
on August 18 and was 
called again on August 
20 by the accused. She 
was threatened not to 
disclose the matter, he 
said. The accused has, 
however, denied the 
charge, he said.

The following day 
the parents of  the girl 
began to search for her 
but could not locate as 
her phone was switched 
off. On August 22 the 
police in Sadiya police 
station in Assam took 
both the accused and the 
girl in its custody from 
near the Dhola-Sadiya 
bridge and handed them 
over to Namsai police, 
he said.

A case was registered 
and investigation is on, 
Mein added. Meanwhile, 
the Arunachal Pradesh 
Congress Committee 
condemned the incident 
said that it was an eye 
opener for the people of  
the state regarding RSS.

“ R a p e  a n d 
kidnapping of a minor girl 
is undoubtedly a heinous 
crime. The accused 
must be subjected to 
rigorous and exemplary 
punishment so that such 
a heinous crime is not 
repeated,” APCC said in 
a statement today.

Shillong, August 25 (PTI): 
The Election Commission 
s  l a t e s t  in t roduc t ion 
E RO N E T  wa s  t o d ay 
launched in Meghalaya; 
promising time bound 
enrolment, rectification 
and replacement of  voter 
cards. The service was 
launched in all 11 districts 
in the state by the respective 
election returning officers 
and a state launch here at 
the deputy commissioner 
s officer, Chief  Election 
Officer F R Kharkongor 

said. “The ERONET is 
similar to when you apply 
for a passport nowadays. 
Under this service, voters 
can apply for new voter 
cards, transfer and rectify 
and update their voter cards 
through this portal, he said. 
The ERO-Net portal will 
ensure time bound delivery 
of  services and the portal 
will also enable applicants 
to upload their personal 
documents in a PDF format 
for the verification process, 
he said.

Our Correspondent 
Diphu, August 25 (EMN): 
E a r l y  t h i s  m o r n i n g 
at around 6 am, Karbi  
Anglong  Autonomous 
Council, (KAAC) Chief  
Executive  Member (CEM), 
Tuliram Ronghang and his 
colleagues Amarsing Tisso 
and  Border Superintendent 
Po l i c e ,  h e a d q u a r t e r 

K a m r u p  G u w a h a t i , 
Horen Tokbi inspected 
the ongoing construction 
of  Karbi Anglong Sport 
A s s o c i a t i o n  ( K A S A ) 
playground, Diphu. During 
the spot visit CEM Tuliram 
Ronghang  ins t r uc ted 
tikadar Chiranjee Agarwal 
to complete  the work 
within the given the time 

frame. In response to 
CEM, Agarwal said the 
playground construction 
wi l l  be  completed by 
N o v e m b e r  2 0 1 7 . H e 
informed that soon after 
the completion of  KASA 
playground, in the month 
of  December the 4th CEM 
Cup football tournament 
will be hoist.

Dimapur, August 25 (EMN):  All 
India Chakma Students’ Union 
(AICSU), the apex students body 
of  the Chakmas of  India on 
August25 has strongly condemned 
Chief  Minister of  Mizoram Lal 
Thanhawla for denying police 
protection to Chakma students. In 
a press release by AICSU president 
Dilip Kanti Chakma stated that 
four Chakma students could not 
appear in the counselling held 
for admission into MBBS/BDS 
under the National Eligibility Cum 
Entrance Test (NEET) in Aizawl. 

He said “We strongly condemn 
the decision of Chief Minister Lal 
Thanhawla and his government 
for refusing police protection to 
the four Chakma tribal students 
of  Mizoram namely Darshan 
Chakma, Nibir Chakma, Mini 
Chakma and Nibir Tongchangya to 
attend the NEET counselling at the 
office of the Higher and Technical 
Education at Chaltlang, Aizawl. 

“This morning our students 
met the Superintendent of  Police 
of  Aizawl district seeking police 
escorts to take the Chakma 
candidates to the counselling venue 
however he flatly refused to do so” 
he added”.

“On 21 August we had also 
written to the Director General 
of  Police, Chief  Secretary and 
the Commissioner & Secretary of  

Higher and Technical Education 
with the request to provide advance 
notification about the date of  
the re-counselling and requested 
police protection on the day of  
counselling however the Chakma 
students were left to the mercy of  
the Mizo Zirlai Pawl activists who 
were waiting at the gate of  the 
counselling venue”, he stated.

“Yesterday, the department 
of higher and technical education 
suddenly announced through the 
All India Radio (AIR), Aizawl 
station at 6:30 pm and local Mizo 
language news channel, LPS, 
thereafter that the re-counseling 
shall be conducted at 10:00 am on 
25 August. 

“No notice was given to 
the Chakma students to attend 
the counselling, yesterday, the 
department of higher and technical 
education suddenly announced 
through the All India Radio 
(AIR) and local Mizo language 
news channel that re-counselling 
shall be conducted at 10:00 am 
on 25 August”.  “Early this 
morning at around 8:30 AM, the 
Chakma students approached the 
Superintendent of Police of Aizawl 
district to provide police escorts to 
the Chakma candidates to attend 
the counselling but he flatly refused 
to do so and dozen of  activists 
of  the Mizo Zirlai Pawl (Mizo 

Students Association or MZP) 
were found guarding the gate of the 
counseling venue which was being 
held at the office of the Higher and 
Technical Education Department 
to prevent the Chakma candidates 
from attending the counselling”. 
“There were few police personnel 
guarding at the gate and fearful of  
the physical attack, the Chakma 
candidates decided not to appear 
for counselling there”.

“ O n  2 1  Au g u s t  D r  B D 
Chakma, Minister of  State for 
Fisheries and Sericulture resigned 
in protest against the denial of  
MBBS seats to Chakma students. 
On 23 August, Chief  Minister 
Lal Thanhawla stated that his 
government did not discriminate 
against the Chakmas and further 
stated that he was not aware if  any 
Mizo NGO discriminated against 
the Chakmas”.

“Today’s denial of  basic 
police protection to the Chakma 
students against the aggression by 
the Mizo Zirlai Pawl shows the 
level of  repression the Chakma 
minorities faced in Mizoram and 
clearly proves beyond any doubt 
that Lal Thanhawla government 
discriminates against the minority 
Chakma indigenous peoples 
of  the state and denying their 
rights including right to higher 
education,” AICSU stated.

Dimapur, August 25 (EMN): 
The employees of  Northeast 
Frontier Railway (NER) have 
donated their one day salary 
amount ing  to  more  than 
Rs.1.92 crore towards flood 
relief  for the people of  Assam. 
General Manager, N. F. Railway 
Chahatey Ram today handed 

over a cheque for Rs. 19230660 
to the Chief Minister of Assam 
Sarbananda Sonowal at his office 
in Janata Bhawan, Dispur. N. F. 
Railway had also run a number 
of special trains during the recent 
third wave of  floods in Assam 
to carry man and materials for 
flood affected people of Assam.

Aizawl, August 25 (PTI): Mizoram police seized 965 
grams of  heroin worth Rupees 34.50 lakh from two places 
in Mizoram since Thursday, an official statement said 
today. Three persons were arrested in this connection and 
booked under relevant sections of  the Narcotic Drugs 
and Psychotropic Substances Act, 1985. The seizure 
was reportedly the largest-ever heroin haul in the state 
so far. In the first incident, the police seized 910 grams 
of  heroin at Sesih hamlet in Champhai district bordering 
Myanmar yesterday. A Myanmarese national identified 
as Vanlalliana was arrested, the police said. He hails 
from Saeh village in Tiddim district of  Myanmar. The 
police also seized 55 grams of  heroin in Aizawl today and 
arrested two persons in this connection. The persons were 
identified as Guhe Ahamad Laskar (42) and Saidul Islam 
Laskar (22), both hailing from Cachar district in Assam.

Imphal, August 25 (IANS): Two powerful remote-
controlled bomb blasts on Friday rocked Manipur’s New 
Pheijang village, about 2 km away from the border bridge 
between the northeastern state and Myanmar, officials 
said. H. Chaoba, Station House Officer (SHO) of  the 
police station in Moreh, said the bombs were exploded 
in quick succession at 1.50 p.m. There was, however, no 
casualty. Soon after the explosions, one police team led 
by Lawrence Mollu, the Sub Divisional Police Officer, 
made a spot inquiry. However, there was no arrest since 
the suspects had already fled. The police officer said a 
case was registered. Moreh and its nearby areas have 
been experiencing bomb blasts and killings for the past 
few months.

Dimapur,  August  25 
EMN): Nagaland Peace 
Centre (NPC) Kohima has 
mourned the demise of late 
Rishang Keishing, former 
Chief Minister of Manipur 
and former Member of  
Parliament on August 22. 
In a condolence message, 
NPC Chairman N. Theyo 
stated that they once worked 
together on ‘integration 
committee’ set up by the 
Naga people at Kohima in 
1969 as a Joint Secretary 
under the presidentship 
of   late Rev. Menguoseso 
Savino with late Keishing as 
General Secretary. 

He s tated that  the 
committee set up a delegation 
and went to New Delhi and 

met Central leaders both 
ruling and opposition MPs 
and pressed their demands 
for integration of Naga areas 
under one administration. 
“A t  t h a t  t i m e,  e ve n 
the opposition leaders 
understood our sentiments 
and said our demand is 
rightful”, added Theyo. 
He further stated that late 
Keishing had compassion 
for the needy and poor tribal 
Naga students studying at the 
Regional Medical College 
and extended all possible 
help during his Chief  
Ministership in Manipur. 

He conveyed condolences 
to bereaved family members 
and prayed for the departed 
soul to rest in peace.

Guwahati, August 25 
(PTI): The flood situation 
i n  A s s a m  i m p r o v e d 
considerably today with 
waters of  the Brahmaputra 
r iver and many of  i ts 
tributaries flowing below 
the red mark, even as seven 
districts in the state were 
still inundated.

A r o u n d  2 . 6 7  l a k h 
people in 472 villages of  
the state are still affected 
by the deluge. Dhemaji, 
Lakh impur,  Bar pe ta , 
C h i r a n g ,  M o r i g a o n , 
Nagaon and Golaghat 
districts are f lood- hit, 
an Assam State Disaster 
Management Authority 
(ASDMA) report said. 
Nearly 36,000 hectares 
o f  f a r mland  a re  s t i l l 
inundated, it said, adding 

only the Dhansiri river at 
Numaligarh in Golaghat is 
flowing above the danger 
level.

With people returning 
to  the i r  homes,  on ly 
62  re l ie f  camps were 
operating in Lakhimpur, 
Morigaon, Chirang and 
Nagaon districts where 
2 5 , 2 5 3  p e o p l e  w e r e 
taking shelter.There were 
re por t s  that  roads  in 
Jorhat district, a bridge 
in Morigaon and a school 
in Dibrugarh district have 
been damaged. The third 
wave of  the devastating 
flood has so far claimed 
the lives of  72 persons 
across Assam. In total, 
156 people have died in 
this year’s flood-related 
incidents in the state.

Our Correspondent
Imphal, August 25 (EMN):  Manipur 
Hea l th  Minis te r  Langpoklakpam 
Jayentakumar on Friday said a massive 
awareness was required to deal with the 
mosquito-borne illnesses such as Japanese 
Encephalitis (JE) as the state health 
department currently has no long term 
plan programmes.

He said the remedial measure to 
prevent from such diseases was to avoid 
from mosquito bites. For this the state 
health department has been providing 
necessary assistance including medicines 
etc to the needy localities from time to time 
on their request,” Minister said. However 
the report of  detection of  JE in the state as 
of  now is almost nil, he said.

The report of  detection of  mosquito-
borne illnesses among the villagers of  
a small hamlet Henglep sub-division in 
Manipur’s Churachandpur district after the 
recent flood in Manipur had even rocked 
the Manipur state assembly session which 
concludes on 4 of  August, he added.

O n  t h e  o t h e r  h a n d  m i n i s t e r 
Jayantakumar who also holds the art & 
culture portfolio expressed the need to 
maintain the cultural relationship between 
Manipur and Tripura especially with those 
Manipuri in Tripura. Minister’s comment 
came out after he visited Agartala to attend 
Tripura-Manipur socio-cultural meet on 

August 20-21.
Appreciating the effort for preserving 

the cultural identities, he said that the 
cultural affinity and chronological 
attachment between the Tripura Manipuri 
and the state can’t be ignored. Sharing the 
experience of  his maiden visit to Agartala 
after becoming Manipur’s arts and culture 
Minister, he expressed his desire to take 
up the proposals for renovation and up-
gradation of  the existing Ibudhou Puthiba 
Shanglen and Major Chongthamia 
Ningsing Khubham premises at Agartala.

Informing that the state arts and 
culture department will provide Rs 1.5 
lakh as financial assistance for Ibudhou 
Puthiba festival as an initiative to promote 
Manipuri Art & Culture, he also assured 
necessary help for the Tripura Manipuri 
Sahitya Parishad.

He however said that the proposal 
for the construction of  a Guest House at 
Agartala will be considered in consultation 
with the Chief  Minister N Biren Singh. 
Regarding the proposal for installation 
of  a statue of  Major Chongthamiya 
considering his sacrificial spirit during 
Anglo-British war, he also advised members 
of  the memorial trust to take up necessary 
steps. Major Chongthamiya (1841-1908) 
breathed his last in Naran Kharan village, 
Tripura after he was exiled by British from 
Manipur. 

Agartala, August 25 (PTI): The draft electoral roll for the 
2018 assembly elections in Tripura has been published, 
state Additional Chief  Electoral officer D Modak said 
today. According to the draft electoral roll, the total 
number of  voters are 24,05997 of  which 12,75369 are 
male and the rest 12,30628 are women. He said the 
draft electoral rolls were published yesterday and with 
it claims and objections began to be filed. The process 
would continue till September 22 and the final electoral 
rolls would be published on January 5, 2018. As per the 
Election Commission guidelines, the draft voter lists were 
made available in all the 3170 polling booths, teheshil 
offices and in the offices of  the sub-divisional and district 
magistrates of  the state, Modak said. The rolls are also 
available in the official website of  the Tripura chief  
electoral officer.

EM Images
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21 Chumukedima 120
22 Patkai Christian College 150
23 ILP Check Gate 160
24 Thahekhu Tenali 40
25 T.T.C. (Bible College) / 

Phom Colony
40

26 Notun Basti 30
27 Court Junction 40
28 Govt. College 40
29 Tinali 40
30 Sub-Jail 40
31 Nepali Kashiram 60
32 Firing 60
33 Ao Khel 70
34 Kuda Mill 70
35 Ao Kashiram 80
36 St. John School 70
37 Dillai Gate 80

ParkinG Lot No. 13
Charges From Purana Bazaar To Toluvi  Parking To:

1 Pudampukhri Jn. 40 10
2 Toluvi 80 20
3 Hindi College Jn. 50 15
4 Naharbari 30
5 New Market 50
6 Super Market / I.S.B.T 30
7 Burma Camp / Zion Hospital 30
8 ADC Court 60
9 2 1/2 Mile 30

Parking Lot No. 14
Charges From Purana Bazaar Parking To:

1 Shozukhu 80 20
2 Kushaibill / Dairy Farm 60 15
3 Darogajan 30 10
4 Govt. School 30
5 Naharbari 30
6 New Market 50
7 Dhobinalla 50
8 ADC Court 60
9 2 1/2 Mile 30
10 3rd Mile 40
11 4th / 5th Mile 60
12 Super Market / Burma 

Camp / Zion Hospital
30

Cont... from page 2

Dimapur autorickshaw Fares revision, 2017

Hire 
Rate

Rate Per 
passenger

13 Thahekhu 70
14 Signal Basti 60

Parking Lot No. 15
Charges From Padumpukhri Parking To:

1 Auto Parking / St. Mary 30 10
2 Dubagaon 50
3 Khughovi Village 110

Parking Lot No. 16
Charges From 2 1/2 Mile Parking To:

1 Eralibill / Hollohon Colony 30 10
2 Dubagaon 40 15
3 Ao Yimti 30
4 Civil Hospital 60

Parking Lot No. 17
Charges From 4th Mile 1st / 2nd Gate Parking To:

1 Old Showuba 50 10
2 Loyir 70 15
3 Vihokhu 100 20
4 Toshshio / Gitaili 130 25
5 Nihokhu 150 25
6 Nikhekhu 150 30
7 Hozukhu 160 35
8 Niuland 190 40
9 River / Airport / Referral 

Hospital
30

10 Ao Church / Ao Colony / 
Agri. Colony

30

11 Rongmei Colony / Wood-
land / H. Khel

30

12 KASA Office / Referral Hospital 30
13 River / Airport 40

Parking Lot No. 18
Charges From 5th Mile Gate Parking To:

1 Tetso College / Rio 
Ground / School / Sumi 
Church / Diphupar B

30

2 Lotha / Ao Colony / 
Ikeshe Village

40

3 Chakhesang Church / 
Sugar Mill

30

4 Sovima / Referral Hospital 40
5 Singrijan 70
6 Tezepha 85
7 Diezephe 120
8 Peace Camp 140

9 Bade 160
10 Dhansiripar 250
11 Doyapur 400
12 Hebron Colony 600

Parking Lot No. 19
Charges From 7th Mile Gate Parking To:

1 Assam Rifles 130 30
2 tenyiphe - 1 30 10
3 Tenyiphe - 2 50 13
4 Khopanala 75 20
5 Shukhovi Village 100 25
6 Pimla / Zutovi 135 35
7 N.A.P Centre / Airport / 

Green Park / EAC Office
45

8 Safalo Colony 55
9 Referral Hospital 70
10 Ghoshito 70

Parking Lot No. 20 & 21
Charges Within The Jurisdiction Of Chumukedima 
Town Parking To:

1 Police Check Gate 30 10
2 Patkai Old Campus 30 10
3 Patkai New Campus 35 10
4 Seiruzha Colony 30 10
5 IRB Camp 30 10
6 Police Traning School 30 10
7 1st NAP 30 10
8 NAPTC Area 30 10
9 Sabalie Colony 30 10
10 Sethikiema (C) 40 15
11 Seithikiema Tinali 45 15
12 Seithikiema (A) 80 20
13 Seithikiema Old 170 25
14 Co -Operative 80 20
15 Chumukedima Village 50 15
16 New Chumukedima 70 15
17 Chumu (B) Khel 80 20
18 Kukidolong 80 20
19 Jhornapani 100 25
20 Medziphema 120 25
21 Tenyiphe - I 30 10
22 Tenyiphe - II 40 10
23 Tenyiphe - III 40 16
24 Vidima 90 25
25 Razuphe 150 35
26 Shokhuvi Village 100 25
27 Zutovi 150 25
28 Pimla 150 40
29 New Colony upto Chang Church 30 10
30 EAC Office 40 10

31 Chumu Auto Parking to Railgate 90 25
Parking Lot No. 26
Charges Circuit House Parking To:

1 DC Court 40
2 Duncan 30
3 Half Nagarjan 50
4 Full Nagarjan 30
5 New NST / Pudampukri 30
6 Purana Bazaar Junction 30
7 Veterinary / Niu Colony 40
8 Residency Colony 40
9 Oriental Colony 50
10 Ao Yimsen 90
11 Mon Bosti 90
12 Kachari Gaon 60
13 Chuto Lingri 90
14 Super Market / Walford 30
15 2 1/2 Mile 40
16 3rd / 4th Mile 50
17 5th / 6th Mile 60
18 7th Mile 70
19 Chumukedima 90
20 Patkai Christian College 120
21 ILP Check Gate 140
22 Thahekhu Tenali 40
23 T.T.C. (Bible College) / 

Phom Colony
40

24 Notun Basti 30
25 Court Junction 40
26 Govt. College 40

Parking Lot No. 28
(Charges From Lrc Junction) Parking To :

1 DC Court 30
2 Duncan 30
3 Half Nagarjan 40
4 Full Nagarjan 60
5 New NST / Pudampukri 50
6 Purana Bazaar Junction 50
7 Veterinary / Niu Colony 40
8 Residency Colony 40
9 Oriental Colony 30
10 Ao Yimsen 30
11 Mon Bosti 30
12 Kachari Gaon 40
13 Chuto Lingri 40
14 Super Market / Walford 30

Parking Lot No. 29
Chargess Notun Bosti Junction Parking To:

1 DC Court 30
2 Duncan 30

3 Half Nagarjan 50
4 Full Nagarjan 70
5 New NST / Pudampukri 50
6 Purana Bazaar Junction 50
7 Veterinary / Niu Colony 40
8 Residency Colony 40
9 Oriental Colony 50

10 Super Market / Walford 40
Parking Lot No. 30
Chargess Duncan Bosti Parking To:

1 DC Court 30
2 Duncan 30
3 Half Nagarjan 50
4 Full Nagarjan 70
5 New NST / Pudampukri 50
6 Purana Bazaar Junction 50
7 Veterinary / Niu Colony 40
8 Residency Colony 40
9 Oriental Colony 50
10 New Market 30
11 Super Market / Walford 40

Parking Lot No. 31
Chargess  From Dc Court Junction Parking To:

1 Town Trip upto City Tower 
/ Khermahal / Dobhinalla

30

Parking Lot No. 32
Chargess DunCan Fellowship Junction Parking To:

        
1

Town Trip upto New Market / 
Khermahal / Dobhinalla - Hire

30

Parking Lot No. 34
Chargess From Signal Angami Parking To:

        
1

Town Trip upto TVR /                                   
Dobhinalla / New Market

30

Parking Lot No. 35
Chargess From Purana Bazaar (Opp. Daily Market) 
Parking To:

1 Town Trip upto Railgate/ 
Burma Camp / Zion Hospittal

30

2 Town Trip upto Pudampukri 
/ Naharbari / Govt. School

30

Parking Lot No. 36
Chargess From Naharbari Junction Parking To:

             
1

Town Trip upto Railgate Zion 
Hospital / 2 1/2 Mile Area

30

            
2 

Town Trip upto Pudam-
pukri Area / Purana 
Bazaar / Govt. School

30

67.37 55.54
Applicable for Kohima 

from 6 a.m. on August 26

Petrol Diesel

Dimapur, August 25 (EMN): The Naga People’s Front, 
(NPF) Central Hq. Kohima is saddened by the demise 
of  late Watimeren Ao on August 24. The NPF said late 
Watimeren was born at Khensa village of Mokochung in 
1932, father of Moanaro, Assistant Labour Commissioner, 
Mokokchung with Additional charge of  Zunehboto and 
wife of Shilumar, Press Secretary of NPF Central, tempo-
rary office, Legacy Complex, Bayavu Hill. 

“Late Watimeren’s parents sent him to Assam and Ma-
nipur to pursue his studies during the period when Nagas 
were faced with immense hardship, going through Army 
operations and grouping of villages etc. and was the first 
Government employee from Khensa village before Naga-
land got Statehood,” the NPF said.

All ranks and files of  the NPF extended heartfelt 
condolences to Mrs. and Mr. Shilumar and the bereaved 
family and prays that God grants them strength and solace 
at this grief  moment and also the departed soul to rest in 
eternal peace.

Nagaland Emergency 
Preparedness Exercise

NPF condoles

Dimapur,  August  25 
(EMN): Additional Deputy 
Commissioner & Nodal Of-
ficer DDMA, Dimapur, Sara 
S. Jamir, has informed that 
there will be 

Nagaland Emergency 
Preparedness Exercise 
(NEPEx) on August 30 at 
11 a.m. in some identified of-
fices/institutions/ locations 
in Dimapur as a preparatory 
exercise in the wake of any 
disaster in the district.
Areas to be covered
1. Don Bosco School, Di-

mapur
2. Nikos Hospital, Di-

mapur
3. Hongkong Market Area, 

Dimapur
4. Vishal Mart, Dimapur
5. Marwari Patti, Dimapur 
Offices
1. DC office, Dimapur
2. CMO office, Dimapur
3. DAO office, Dimapur
4. DMC office, Dimapur
5. PHED office, Supply 

colony, Dimapur
6. Geology & Mining of-

fice, Dimapur
7. NST, (Central workshop) 

Dimapur
8. Taxes Commissioner Of-

fice, Dimapur.
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Proof that East 
and West are 

Different Planets

CHINA: "The giant has awakened! 
Let the world tremble!"
ALSO CHINA: "We banned your 
tweet because it may cause our civili-
sation to collapse."

I totally don't get that country. 
Their messages are too mixed.

Mind you, the whole world is baf-
fling these days. One of the defining 
questions of the modern era seems to 
be: What Is Your Position On Cow 
Poop?

Two news items that arrived in 
this columnist's inbox on the same 
morning highlighted the two main op-
tions.

An angry farmer used a farm ma-
chine to spray "a wave of manure" all 
over a law enforcement officer's vehi-
cle, said a news item from Vermont 
in the United States. There was wide-
spread disgust at the act, commenta-
tors said.

Covering your house with cow 
dung has huge benefits and will even 
make it proof against radioactive 
beams, a high court judge declared, 
according to news items from Rajas-
than in India. Judge Mahesh Chand 
Sharma sang the praises of cow poop 
earlier this summer.

Clearly that US farmer should 
move to Asia and bring his dung-
spraying machine.

What other news items highlight 
East-West differences?

A colleague pointed out that the 
US TV reality series "I Married A 
Stranger" is now playing on screens in 
Asia. "But marrying a stranger is nor-
mal in much of South Asia," she said. 
To have the same shock effect, she 
suggested starting a reality TV series 
called "I Married Someone I Knew".

Reader Amitava Bose noted that 
the US beauty contestant who said 
"marriage is between a man and a 
woman" was considered by Western-
ers to have said something utterly out-
rageous, while people from the East 
were left scratching their heads.

"In the West, failure to be politi-
cally correct is a far worse crime than 
murder," said Bose.

I was sceptical of this, but he 
pointed out that the Western media is 
beside itself  with hysteria at President 
Donald Trump, who says politically 
incorrect things but has not murdered 
anyone. The exact same media wor-
ships the ground walked on by former 
President Barack Obama, who was 
politically correct but committed ex-
tra-judicial murder (he got his men to 
sneak into Pakistan and execute Osa-
ma Bin Laden and four others, includ-
ing a woman).

Good point. Bose said that if  I was 
ever arrested for assassinating some-
one in a Western country (unlikely), 
my best defence would be to say 
something like: "I supported transgen-
der rights before it was cool."

This columnist, who has roughly 
equal numbers of friends who are 
Eastern and Westernised, liberal and 
conservative, tends to avoid these con-
troversial issues.

But I was delighted to hear about 
a case in Mumbai that should keep 
all sides happy. A woman named 
Aarav Appukuttan felt her personal-
ity was male. A man named Sukan-
yeah Krishna felt his personality was 
female.

They went independently to a clin-
ic for gender re-assignment -- but met 
and fell in love, the media reported.

Now the man-turned-woman 
plans to marry the woman-turned-
man. Their case stomps violently on 
tradition, so liberals will cheer loudly, 
but will ultimately end up with a male 
marrying a female, so conservatives 
can also cheer loudly.

Everybody's happy, just like the 
bride, in her macho suit, and the 
groom, in his pretty dress.

(Nury Vittachi is an Asia-based 
frequent traveller. Send ideas and 
comments via his Facebook page)

Nury Vittachi | IANS
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The current standoff  between 
the Indian and Chinese 
troops’ near India-China-
Bhutan tri-junction started 

in mid-June 2017 but it was not until 
June end when media published a 
confusing ground report. Doka La 
is in Sikkim sector where India (Sik-
kim) has direct territorial border with 
China. India has no direct territorial 
border with China over the Doklam 
plateau. Doklam is an unresolved 
dispute between China and Bhutan. 
India has no direct claim over the ter-
ritory in question. According to offi-
cial sources, on June 6, 2017, China 
bulldozed an old bunker of  India in 
Doka La region after the Indian side 
refused to accede to China’s request. 
The current standoff  started on June 
16, 2017 in Doklam plateau when 
the Indian troops stopped a road 
construction by China. China claims 
that the construction of  road (possi-
bly widening of  road that had been 
in existence for over a decade) was in 
Chinese territory (Donglang region) 
and not at the tri-junction point. In-
dian troops moved into Doklam pla-
teau claiming it was on the request 
of  Bhutan. Bhutan has diplomatic 
ties with India but not with China. 
The dispute is between China and 
Bhutan. It is not a tri-nation (India-
China-Bhutan) dispute. China al-
leges that India is averse to China-
Bhutan direct dealing on the dispute 
and thus, India’s undue interference. 
China and Bhutan had over twenty 
rounds of  inconclusive talks to re-
solve the dispute. To open up diplo-
matic channels to end the standoff, 
China says India should pull back 
her troops first but India says both 
have to withdraw simultaneously. 
So, the standoff  continues. For how 
long, it is unpredictable. Sources said 
the current standoff  has been the 
longest, post-1962 China-India war. 
This is in nutshell, the introduction 
of  the persisting problem as gathered 
from media sources. Thus, without 
repeating the details of  what experts 
had already narrated and expound-

ed, I wish to deal directly, on the 
headline given above.

General apprehension is that, the 
current standoff may finally escalate 
into another border war that has the 
potential to progress to full-fledged 
China-India war. In such eventuality, 
how will the war impact the north-
east? The anxiety of India vis-à-vis 
the Doklam standoff is palpably, the 
weak connect with the northeast, both 
physically and emotionally. Physical-
ly, northeast connects with mainland 
India by the so-called Chicken’s Neck 
or Siliguri corridor in northern part 
of West Bengal. India is apprehensive 
that Chinese troops’ move forward 
into the Doklam plateau that over-
looks Chicken’s Neck poses threat 
to her mainland connect with an al-
ready turbulent northeast. India’s fear 
stemmed from varied reasons. Firstly, 
an existing Naga independence move-
ment that pre-dated even India’s inde-
pendence persists. Besides, there is an-
ti-India stir for secession in most other 
northeastern states. Secondly, Indian 
govt.’s policy on restive northeast re-
gion over the past seven decades has 
been the most confused in that; In-
dian leaders are still not sure whether 
to treat northeast as foreign territory 
or Indian Territory. In the case of Na-
galand, this confused policy is more 
conspicuous because of irrefutable 
history. India’s overall northeast pol-
icy had its origin in turbulent Naga-
land of 1950s. Thirdly, on economic 
and development fronts, India has iso-
lated and neglected the northeast for 
too long. India not only failed to take 
up systematic development initiatives 
seriously but also denied northeast of  
hassle-free foreign investments. This is 
because of her colonial mindset over 
the northeast, especially Nagaland. 

The major policy fault line has 
built up the pressure within that is 
waiting to explode. It has the po-
tential to drive or encourage many 
northeast rebel groups and Nagas to 
exploit for alternative out of China-
India war. After her independence, 
India had kept northeast States under 
her grip by adopting colonial style ap-
proach of bullying on one side and 

causing division on the other side. By 
buying loyalty of one section of peo-
ple, India keeps her ‘divide and rule’ 
policy in northeast active. To India, 
northeast is her territory but the peo-
ple are just ‘northeast people’ and not 
even ‘northeast Indians’. These things 
proved that northeast is nothing more 
than Indian colony. The home Minis-
ter of India Rajnath Singh on August 
21, 2017 claimed that; “India had 
never cast an evil eye on any country, 
had never attacked a nation nor did 
it harbor any expansionist attitude”. 
India’s aggression of Nagaland since 
1954 and her troops’ attacks Nags are 
classic examples to refute that decep-
tive claim. Indo-Naga war stirred up 
anti-India sentiment in other parts 
of northeast. For that reason, Indian 
experts called Nagas’ self-defense 
war against India’s naked aggression 
as the mother of all insurgencies in 
northeast. 

India’s economic growth has no 
real impact in northeast. Now, there 
is growing sense of realization that 
northeast will never fully progress 
under Indian rule. There is growing 
desire to explore for new order. The 
economic constraints built up over 
the years may warm up anti-India 
stir once again to new tempo. The 
entire northeast rebels are waiting 
for re-activation. China-India war 
will give the much-needed fillip. If  
China offers more attractive alterna-
tive for peace and progress in return 
for local support in China-India war, 
most northeast rebels may choose to 
fight China’s war. This is because; 
most ethnic people of the northeast 
looked up to China at one point of  
time or other, as their guardian power 
for various reasons, inherent (because 
of common root) as well as the trust 
built in China. 

India’s fear of Chinese intrusion 
into Siliguri corridor appears logical 
because; without securing this cor-
ridor, it is a lost war in northeast, to 
say the least. however, in actual-
ity, even if  India secures the 17 miles 
wide Chicken’s Neck, the long porous 
northeastern corridor poses greater 
threat.  Most northeastern states lay 

naked. With little co-operation from 
local people, China will have no prob-
lem getting foothold there. It is unlike-
ly that China will have problem with 
Myanmar to get safe passage. Such 
situation may push India to despair 
and tempt her to use her stockpile of  
arsenals, including nuclear, in Assam 
against the internal hostile targets and 
make it appear like the cannons to 
have come from the east, not from the 
west. Corollary out of China-India 
war is another aspect that none can af-
ford to overlook. Normally, almost all 
wars in the world had corollaries. In 
post-1962 China-India war, the Govt. 
of India interned Chinese people liv-
ing in India for centuries on suspicion 
of aiding the mainland China in the 
war. In the height of Indo-Naga war 
from mid 1950s to early 1960s, the an-
ger of Indian military, post-1962 war, 
fell on Chinese look alike Nagas de-
fending their homeland. Chinese look 
alike northeastern people in mainland 
Indian cities may face situation akin 
to post-1962 war. Such foolish action 
will only add fuel to the fire.

The Indian leaders seem to be-
lieve that the atmosphere of hostility 
in northeast is its strategic interest to 
keep her military in the Border States 
on high alert. Such policy has proved 
counter-productive. The internal hos-
tile environment has greatly harmed 
the region on growth and progress. In 
the event of war, even if  India wins 
the battle, she will certainly lose the 
war in the sense that the economic 
loss will cause further constraint on 
northeast. In the past, the northeast’s 
ethnic people had built hope on Chi-
na for political liberation. In recent 
times, due to long neglect by India, 
economic liberation has emerged as 
the other high-end goal. Either way 
(win or loss), China has an edge over 
India to meet such imaginations post-
war.  Territorial loss may be as great 
as the entire northeast going out of  
Indian map. India’s geographical 
position is precarious for surface con-
nectivity. With hostile Pakistan in the 
northwest and China in the north, 
the only safe passage over land is the 
precarious northeast towards South-

east Asian countries. The Indian war-
mongers seems to care less if  India 
loses passage too. If  northeast falls, 
can Bhutan stand? This is a question 
that India can find the answer only 
in the northeast. Indian leaders like 
J. P. Narayan preferred Nagaland as 
friendly neighbor than hostile Naga-
land in forced union. The external 
threat from northeast corridor will 
never end so long as hostile northeast 
exists. The hostility in northeast will 
never cease as long as forced union 
exists. Sadly, Indian leaders refuse to 
admit that. The Doklam standoff is a 
wake-up call for India to review her 
policy on northeast.

Territorially, India has nothing 
to gain from Doklam standoff. It is 
just that India feels threatened by her 
neighbour’s activities too close to the 
border, especially in the Chicken’s 
neck. India’s defense on diplomatic 
front looks weak. It will not make 
India weaker or smaller to pull back 
first because; diplomatic solution if  
arrived at also is unlikely to change 
beyond restoring and maintaining 
status-quo. The stiff  posture that In-
dia maintains now is not in her best 
interest because it carries the risk of  
losing both northeast and Bhutan in a 
worst-case scenario. When the chance 
of winning the war is not even fifty-
fifty, it makes no sense to cry hoarse 
for war. India seems afraid that, if  she 
pulls out first, Bhutan may take it as 
abandonment. The fear of losing grip 
on Bhutan is needless. The risk of los-
ing northeast is much greater. Even in 
1962 war, India literally bid adieu to 
Assam. Mainland Indians does not 
know the hearts of the northeast peo-
ple but the northeast people know the 
hearts of mainland Indians. If  north-
east rings any bell to Indian leaders’ 
ears, it makes sense for India to offer 
pull out first, then help restore status 
quo between China and Bhutan. In-
dia has to choose; and choose wisely, 
between war and status-quo. Losing 
war was humiliating. Losing proxy 
war will be more humiliating. As for 
northeast, particularly Nagaland, any 
new order out of present hopeless 
situation seems tempting.

Seen as an convict under law, 
treated as a God by his mil-
lions of followers, courted 
by politicians and political 

parties, protected by the police with 
Z-plus security cover and targeted by 
Sikh radicals, Dera Sacha Sauda sect 
chief Gurmeet Ram Rahim Singh, is 
as controversial as he is colourful.

The sect chief, who turned 50 
on the same day when the country 
marked 70 years of Independence, 
was convicted of rape by a CBI court 
in Panchkula on Friday, leading to 
some violence by his supporters. he 
has two shades to his personality as 
the head of the cash-rich Dera Sacha 
Sauda (DSS) sect -- one of leader of  
social causes and another for contro-
versies. he led an enigmatic life of  
ultra-luxury and pomp in public ap-
pearances. The sect has under its belt 
several Guinness World Records, in-
cluding largest blood donation camps 
in 2003, 2004 and 2010; has rehabili-
tated prostitutes, transgenders, alco-

holics and drug addicts; and carried 
out disaster relief -- from the Decem-
ber 2004 Tsumani and Gujarat earth-
quake to flash floods in Uttarakhand.

The social activities of the sect 
-- from blood donation camps to 
running educational institutions and 
carrying out social welfare measures, 
have made it popular among millions 
of its followers, mostly from the poor-
ers sections of the oppressed castes in 
society.

The DSS claims that it has over 7 
crore followers across the country and 
abroad. A vast majority of these are in 
haryana, Punjab and Rajasthan.

The sect chief enjoys Z-plus secu-
rity cover from the haryana govern-
ment, despite having been charged by 
the Central Bureau of Investigation 
(CBI) on two counts of murder con-
spiracy and one count of rape and 
sexual exploitation of a 'sadhvi' (fe-
male disciple).

Addressed as 'Saint Dr Gurmeet 
Ram Rahim Singh Ji Insan' on the 
DSS official website, the sect chief  
has been involved in a major contro-
versy with the Sikh community since 

April 2007 after he attired himself on 
the lines of 10th Sikh guru, Gobind 
Singh, during a ceremony. his action 
led to large scale violence in Punjab, 
haryana, Jammu and other places.

Given the threat to his life, espe-
cially from Sikh radicals, Singh moves 
around in a fleet of bulletproof Land 
Cruisers and Mercedes SUVs and 
other luxury vehicles, and flies in pri-
vate helicopters and aircraft.

he has survived assassination at-
tempts in the past. Wherever he goes, 
his followers, in thousands, reach that 
place much before him. At times, this 
brings normal life in cities and towns 
to a halt.

In the last few years, the sect chief  
has taken a fancy for films, he has 
acted in, directed, written and pro-
duced three films, figuring as the hero 
in them. All films had multi-crore 
budgets and released in 4,000-plus 
screens across the country.

he has sung songs in these films 
and has released albums like "high-
way Love Charger" -- unleashing 
his 'rockstar' avatar. his other music 
albums include "Network Tere Love 

Da", "Thank U for That" and "Insan 
-- one who lives for others".

The sect claims that millions of  
his music CDs have been sold, most 
of them being lapped up by his fol-
lowers. his songs and music encour-
age the youth and other people to 
keep away from evils like drugs, pros-
titution and alcohol.

The sect chief, who describes 
his music as of a "religious genre" 
and "gospel", has performed at jam-
packed rock shows in New Delhi's 
Jawaharlal Nehru Stadium and the 
Ramlila Maidan. he has done over 
100 such shows so far.

The titles of his songs are equally 
interesting -- "Atom Bomb", "Kya 
Khoob" and "Charge Me".

The Dera chief is an accused in 
the murder of sect follower and his 
former manager, Ranjit Singh, in July 
2002. Singh was murdered by sect 
activists, allegedly at the behest of  
the sect chief "as he knew too much 
about activities inside the sect head-
quarters". he is also an accused in 
the murder of Sirsa-based journalist, 
Ram Chandra Chhatrapati, in Octo-

ber 2002 after the latter wrote about 
shady activities inside the sect head-
quarters near Sirsa, around 260 km 
from here. The sect chief was convict-
ed of rape and sexual exploitation of  
a former female follower, 15 years af-
ter the allegations were made in 2002.

The CBI, which is probing all 
three charges against him, has filed 
its charge-sheet against the sect chief  
and others in the other two cases.

The sect management has been 
refuting all the charges so far.

The sect and its chief wields polit-
ical clout among its followers in Pun-
jab and haryana and is courted by 
political parties and leaders. The sect 
threw its weight behind the BJP in the 
2014 elections in haryana. Earlier it 
had sided with the Congress and the 
Shiromani Akali Dal in Punjab.

The sect was founded in 1948 by 
Shah Mastana, who came from Balu-
chistan (now in Pakistan). he was 
succeeded by Shah Satnam Singh 
and Gurmeet Ram Rahim Singh suc-
ceeded him.

(Jaideep Sarin can be contacted at 
jaideep.s@ians.in)

Dear Admirers and Activists of ACAUT, 
here are some facts and a few of  my ran-

dom thoughts on ACAUT (Against Corrup-
tion and Unabated Taxation) even as we hold 
the Mega ACAUT Rally on August 25 in the 
year of  our Lord 2017:

1. What is True of ACAUT Nagaland?
a) Acaut was actually born on October 31 of  

2013 in front of  the City Tower, Dimapur. 
b) It is a People’s Movement leading the fight 

against corruption in Nagaland.
c) It is also a Civil Movement comprising of  

the braves, clear-sighted individuals – both 
young and old, engaged on a people’s war 
against corruption.

d) Acaut can be You and Me.
e) It is the public of  Nagaland under the bur-

den of  multiple illegal taxation by differ-
ent groups and reeling in the face of  un-

told corruption in our state.
f) It is the Naga Vanguard which voices out 

concerns on the deprivation of  Naga eco-
nomic progress and development.

g) It runs as a people’s movement on the gen-
erosity and charity from the Naga public.

h) It fights the ‘Naga Behemoth’ (a monster 
in the garb of  corruption) and upholds 
certain Christian principles such as hones-
ty, truth and morality in public office and 
life.

i) Acaut dreams of  a well-developed and 
progressive Nagaland State like any mod-
ern state or a country – having progres-
sive education, good roads, bridges, better 
public healthcare & sanitation, equal job-
opportunities, modern-looking Airport & 
Railway Station, and so on.

j) Acaut is the only harbinger of  hope for a 

progressive Nagaland of  tomorrow!
2. What is Untrue of ACAUT Nagaland?

a) Acaut is not a religious movement.
b) It is not a governmental organization.
c) It is not a profit-organization.
d) It is not a movement of  individuals who 

have taken the bait-of-the fishing hooks of  
the government. 

e) It is not free from constructive criticism. 
f) It is neither a conglomerate for going 

against the larger Naga Dream!
3. What is the Future Possibility of 

ACAUT Nagaland?
a) Acaut is a People’s Movement free from 

corruption and carnal desires.
b) It is People’s Movement which may pro-

duce upright individuals and public lead-
ers and carrying on with the people’s mo-

mentum and agenda on anti-corruption 
- some can become our own People’s Rep-
resentatives in the Nagaland Legislative 
Assembly (NLA) and even represent the 
lone MP in Lok Sabha and Rajya Sabha. 

c) Yet, there is a danger of  ACAUT losing its 
shine and collapse of  it if  – at any moment 
– the Acaut leaders of  today will succumb 
to the lure of  bribery, fraud, and abuse of  
power.
With that hope of  a future and better 

Nagaland – regarded as as the “Switzerland 
of  the East,” here I and all the admirers and 
activists of  ACAUT repose our hard-earned 
trust on our dear “Naga Dream Movement” 
of  the 21st century Common Era. Long live 
ACAUT and God bless our Naga people!

Rev. Dr. S. Temjen Imchen
(temjenba@gmail.com)

Doklam Standoff 
China-India War: How Will it Impact the Northeast?

Ram Rahim: Controversial and Colourful in Equal Measure 

What is True and Untrue of ACAUT Nagaland?

Genuine faith is rooted in reason.

For years, I had retold a story from a time in Ghana when my brother and I were tod-
dlers. As I recalled it, he had parked our old iron tricycle on a small cobra. The trike 
was too heavy for the snake, which remained trapped under the front wheel.

But after my aunt and my mother had both passed away, we discovered a long-
lost letter from Mom recounting the incident. In reality, I had parked the tricycle on the 
snake, and my brother had run to tell Mom. Her eyewitness account, written close to the 
actual event, revealed the reality.

The historian Luke understood the importance of accurate records. He explained how 
the story of Jesus was “handed down to us by those who from the first were eyewitnesses” 
(Luke 1:2). “I too decided to write an orderly account for you,” he wrote to Theophilus, “so 
that you may know the certainty of the things you have been taught” (vv. 3–4). The result 
was the gospel of Luke. Then, in his introduction to the book of Acts, Luke said of Jesus, 
“After his suffering, he presented himself to them and gave many convincing proofs that 
he was alive” (Acts 1:3).

Our faith is not based on hearsay or wishful thinking. It is rooted in the well-documented 
life of Jesus, who came to give us peace with God. His Story stands.

Father, our hope is in Your Son. Thank You for preserving His story for us in the pages 
of the Bible.

The Snake and 
the Tricycle

BiBle ReaD:   Luke 1:1–4  
THougHT foR ToDay:

I myself have carefully investigated 
everything from the beginning. 

~  Luke 1:3
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Today’s AsTro-predicTion

Aries (MAr 21 - Apr 19): A miscommu-
nication with a business or romantic partner 
might cause some ruffled feathers today, Ar-
ies. You can divert this by explaining the facts 

clearly whenever you give information. Make sure your 
partner understands what you’re saying before they go 
and act on it! For your own part, don’t be shy about ask-
ing what someone means. Remember, it’s better to ask a 
stupid question than make a dumb mistake!

TAurus (Apr 20 - MAy 20): Do you work 
with a lot of documents, Taurus? If so, you 
might find today that some of the papers you 
need are missing. They might seem to have van-

ished into a black hole. Look everywhere, of course, but 
chances are that someone has them and isn’t aware of it. 
Don’t be too shy to ask people about the papers. You could 
save yourself a lot of unnecessary effort this way.

GeMini (MAy 21 - Jun 21): A missed com-
munication - or miscommunication - with a 
romantic partner could find you waiting in the 
wrong place, Gemini. If  you’re planning to get 

together with someone special tonight, make sure you 
get the full details of  the location, including the exact ad-
dress, cross street, and driving directions. Write it down! 
And don’t forget to note the time.

CAnCer (Jun 22 - Jul 22): Today you 
could find that you’ve left something at home, 
perhaps a book or letter that you need. There’s 
no way around it, Cancer, you’ll have to go 

back. This could make you late. Stay calm! This is a tem-
porary irritation that will pass. Making yourself  crazy 
over it will only stress you out. At lunch, treat yourself  to 
a glass of  wine or a soothing cup of  tea.

leo (Jul 23 - AuG 22): You may need 
to spend a lot of  time in the car today, Leo. 
You could hit traffic and miss some of  the 
people you need to see. Irritations could 

quickly turn to anger if  you aren’t careful. Park your 
car and walk to some of  the places. This will get you 
out of  the crush of  cars and work off  your frustration 
at the same time.

VirGo (AuG 23 - sep 22): Paperwork in-
volving money may need doing today, Virgo, 
and this could take you away from what you 
love most - working on your own projects 

and spending time with a love partner. Don’t get too 
crazy over it or you might make mistakes. Correcting 
those errors would eat up more time. Take care of  
it methodically and quickly and you’ll be able to get 
back to your life.

librA (sep 23 - oCT 22): An unhappy 
visitor, probably a woman, could come to 
your home today, Libra. This person has a 
lot of  anger right now and probably won’t 

make much of  a conversationalist. If  you can’t make 
your excuses, put on some music or perhaps a funny 
movie. You might be surprised at the results! Some 
soothing chords or a few laughs might accomplish 
wonders. Be clever!

sCorpio (oCT 23 - noV 21): Have you 
been expecting an important letter, Scorpio? If  
so, it may not arrive for a while. If  it doesn’t 
appear today, call the person who sent it and 

ask for a duplicate because the original could be lost in 
the mail. Better to have two copies than wait for one that 
will never come.

sAGiTTArius (noV 22 - DeC 21): 
Money worries could have your nerves 
on edge, Sagittarius. It’s better to focus 
on doing what you have to do to resolve 

your difficulties than it is to waste time fretting over 
them. Your business head is operating at a high lev-
el today. If  you stay focused, you can accomplish 
wonders. Formulate a plan of  action and put it to 
work.

CApriCorn (DeC 22 - JAn 19): A lot 
of  tedious paperwork is probably waiting 
for you, and you will want to get it done as 
quickly as possible. You might be distract-

ed and irritated by everyone goofing off. Don’t worry 
about everyone else. Concentrate on your own work. 
You will only cause further irritation by getting upset 
with everyone. You will be done with your tasks when 
they’re just getting started on theirs!

AquArius (JAn 20 - Feb 18): Some facts 
that you may need for certain projects might 
prove elusive today, Aquarius. No matter what 
website or periodical you consult, you’ll prob-

ably come across some interesting stuff  but not exactly 
what you’re looking for. If  the task isn’t urgent, it might 
be a good idea to put it off  for a bit. Otherwise you’ll 
spend too much time looking for the impossible.

pisCes (Feb 19 - MAr 20): You should pay 
attention to your dreams, Pisces, but tonight 
your subconscious might send you some gar-
bled information that means next to nothing. If  

the message is obvious, pay attention to it, but if  you have 
to perform too many mental gymnastics to discern what 
the symbols mean, they might mean nothing. Sometimes 
a dream is just a dream.

The last 24 hours have 
been witness to a fun-
damental shift in the 
way our legal regime 

considers our routine actions. 
But the battle has just begun. 
Rarely does a Supreme Court 
judgment garner media trac-
tion akin to an ongoing cricket 
match. Even more rarely do Su-
preme Court judges acquire the 
fanfare commanded by cricket-
ers. Yet, August 24 was an ex-
ception and for all the right rea-
sons. In many ways, yesterday’s 
Supreme Court verdict that 
upheld the right to privacy as 
a fundamental right was more 
than just a legal precedent. It 
was a ‘moment in history… 
when the soul of  a people, long 
suppressed, found utterance’.

The nine judges who formed 
the bench were undoubtedly 
aware of  the significance of  the 
verdict, particularly its implica-
tions for the Aadhaar project, 
the state-sponsored biometric 
repository of  citizen’s data. The 
expectations from a cross sec-
tion of  civil society were high. 
While the verdict perhaps was 
predictable, the judgment ex-
ceeded all reasonable expecta-
tions. Through 547 pages of  
prose, poetry and impeccable 
constitutional reasoning, the 
nine judges attempted to direct-
ly tackle many ills that plague 
a broad spectrum of India’s 
teeming multitudes, all while 
balancing their role as neutral 
arbiters.

The Supreme Court has 
come under much fire recently 
– both on grounds of  judicial 
overreach or restraint uncalled 
for. The judgment, in that 
sense, provides the catharsis of  
sorts. The victory of  democracy 
lies in the citizen’s ability to live 
life with dignity encapsulated in 
rights such as privacy, which is 
for all to enjoy – regardless of  
ethnicity, language, gender, sex-
ual orientation, religion, race, 
class or political views.

While the days and weeks 
to come would feature much 
analysis on the technical le-
galese that the Supreme Court 
laid the foundations for on 
Thursday, we limit this article 
to highlighting some of  its sa-
lient features and taking a step 
back to celebrate it – as a tri-
umph of  our democracy and 
its hallowed institutions, and 
for the mute millions whom the 
‘system’ has failed for long, but 
not this time.
The judgment at a glance
The nine judges, through six 
concurring opinions held that 
privacy is a constitutionally 
protected right that emerges 
from the right to life and liberty 
guaranteed by Article 21 of  the 
constitution, which is insepara-
ble from the right to live with 
dignity. In doing so, it explicitly 
overturned the prior Supreme 
Court rulings in MP Sharma 
and Kharak Singh to the extent 
that they were incompatible 
with this verdict.

It was clarified that the judi-
ciary did not create a new right 
in this case but merely granted 
recognition to a right that al-
ready existed as the ‘constitu-
tional core of  human dignity,’ 
privacy, wrote Justice Chandra-
chud in the opinion authored 
by him and concurred to by 
Justices Kehar, Nazeer and 
Agarwal, is essentially the res-
ervation of  a private space for 
an individual founded on the 
autonomy of the individual. 
Of course, it stopped short of  

enumerating the variety of  enti-
tlements or interests that come 
within the umbrella of  the right 
to privacy. Instead, they left it 
for future judges to carve out 
such entitlements depending on 
the needs of  the time, given the 
nature of  the constitution as a 
‘living document.’

It did, however, clarify 
the threshold of  invasiveness 
with respect to this right and 
adopted the three-pronged test 
required for encroachment of  
any Article 21 right – legality-
i.e. through an existing law; 
necessity, in terms of  a legiti-
mate state objective and pro-
portionality, that ensures a ra-
tional nexus between the object 
of  the invasion and the means 
adopted to achieve that object. 
This clarification was crucial to 
prevent the dilution of  the right 
in the future on the whims and 
fancies of  the government in 
power.

What then does this judg-
ment really mean? We cull 
out five key implications, all 
of  which deserve, and will un-
doubtedly attract independent 
analyses in days to come.
privacy within the 
constitution
To the lawyer and the academic, 
the judgement proves a treasure 
trove, replete with references 
and causal connectives to previ-
ous decisions by the apex court, 
interpreting them in light of  the 
current petition. The constitu-
tional questions raised by the 
judgement, however, stretch 
well beyond the specific issue 
of  privacy, venturing into the 
realm of ‘life and liberty’ and 
the connecting thread between 
various fundamental rights.

Discussing the interpreta-
tion of  life and liberty under 
Article 21, the court reiterated 
its stance in R.C. Cooper, that 
fundamental rights exist not in 
‘silos’, but often as indivisible 
units which are rendered mean-
ingless when divorced from 
one another. Every law which 
infringes essential liberties 
need to be examined through 
a conjoint reading of  Articles 
14 (equality), 19 (freedom) and 
21 (life and liberty). This un-
derstanding implies that where 
liberty and equality intersect, 
they must both be protected 
from unjust encroachment by 
the state in equal measure, fail-
ing which the encroaching law 
is invalidated. While the idea 
is hardly novel, having its roots 
in Maneka Gandhi, the appli-
cation of  this principle to the 
current case ensures that the 
myriad facets of  privacy that 
pervades the different freedoms 
found in the fundamental rights 
chapter are equally protected. 
Offending any one aspect of  
the right without following due 
process could now, justifiably, 
be struck down as unconstitu-
tional.

It is not often that an over-
burdened judiciary has the op-
portunity to rectify past inac-
curacies, not least for lack of  
relevant context. The court on 
this occasion rose to the chal-
lenge through an act of  master-
ful constitutional manoeuvring. 
While the ADM Jabalpur (ha-
beas corpus) case had nothing 
to do with the right to privacy it-
self, in a spark of  ingenuity, Jus-
tice Chandrachud introduced 
the decision as a ‘discordant 
note’ that was inconsistent with 
the dignity of  the individuals 
and the freedoms and liberties 
envisaged by the constitution.

In this case, widely recog-
nised as a black mark in the his-
tory of  the Supreme Court, the 
constitution bench upheld the 
suspension of  all fundamen-
tal rights during Emergency, 
including the right to life and 
liberty. In the present case, Jus-
tice Chandrachud emphatically 
declared that the majority had 
erred insofar as they found that 
inalienable rights emanated 
from the text of  the constitu-
tion and not from the sanctity 
of  life itself. Highlighting the 
dissent by Justice Khanna, he 
emphasised the heart of  Article 
21 lay in the notion of  a ‘life 
with dignity’. This seems espe-
cially poignant, reminiscent of  
the immortal dissent by Justice 
Subba Rao in Kharak Singh, 
another case which now stands 
(partially) overturned. Justice 
Chelameshwar, pronouncing 
that ‘man is not a creature of  
the state’, took a similar view in 
his opinion.

While the effect of  ADM 
Jabbalpur was nullified by the 
44th amendment, Justice Chan-
drachud’s views exonerated the 
court of  its long-standing guilt 
in failing to protect essential 
freedoms at the time of  the na-
tion’s gravest peril. It further 
vindicates the position of  the 
court as the preeminent defend-
er of  individual liberties in this 
country.  
privacy and sexual autonomy
While the skeleton of  the past 
was buried through the inter-
vention, this bench was in no 
mood to exculpate its contem-
poraries either, in its zealous 
pursuit of  justice. Three years 
ago in the case of  Suresh Ku-
mar Koushal vs Naz Founda-
tion a division bench of  the 
Supreme Court struck a deafen-
ing blow to the proliferation of  
progressive values by overturn-
ing the decision of  the Delhi 
high court and refusing to strike 
down Section 377 – the draco-
nian colonial era law that crimi-
nalised homosexuality. There 
were murmurs in academic 
corridors regarding whether the 
upholding of  privacy as a fun-
damental right could catalyse 
judiciary into action in this re-
gard. Such speculation was not 
needed, however, because in 
paragraphs 125-128 of  the first 
opinion, Justice Chandrachud, 
all but struck down the draco-
nian law in this judgment itself.

He wrote, the fact that the 
LGBTQI community makes 
up a minuscule fraction of  the 
Indian population is not rea-
son enough to deny them the 
dignity of  privacy with respect 
to their sexual orientation. He 
continued, authoritatively ce-
menting the notion that the 
idea of  rights do not depend on 
their favourable exercise by the 
majority but in many cases exist 
to protect minorities from the 
excesses of  majoritarianism.  

Chandrachud then went on 
to tear apart Justice Singhvi’s 
proposition in Koushal which 
relegated the fundamental 
rights of  sexual minorities to 
‘so-called rights.’ He strongly 
objects to this condescension, 
stating that these rights are not 
‘so-called’ or illusory but real 
rights enmeshed in social con-
stitutional doctrine through a 
right to life and constitute the 
essence of  liberty and freedom. 
However, in a fine display of  
constitutional propriety, he 
stopped short of  exceeding his 
mandate and explicitly over-
ruling the misguided judgment 
given the curative petition that 
is pending.

Experiences from other na-
tions show that the legal recog-
nition of  a right to privacy have 
paved the way towards a better 
deal for sexual minorities and 
the takedown of discrimina-
tory legislative provisions. In 
the United Kingdom, for ex-
ample, the 1950s saw a wave 
of  arrests of  non-heterosexual 
persons, including the famed 
genius Alan Turing (whose 
plight was captured beautifully 
by Benedict Cumberbach in the 
Morten Tyldum movie The Im-
itation Game.) The consequent 
awakening of  public conscious-
ness has much in common with 
India today and the staunch 
public opposition led to the cre-
ation of  Departmental Com-
mittee on Homosexual Offenc-
es and Prostitution chaired by 
Lord John Wolfenden, which 
presented what is now known 
as ‘The Wolfenden Report.’

The report explicitly stated 
that “…homosexual behaviour 
between consenting adults in 
private should no longer be a 
criminal offence” as it is not the 
object of  the law to interfere in 
the private life of  citizens, re-
sulting  in an amendment to the 
Sexual Offences Act decrimi-
nalising homosexuality in the 
country. The challenge to this 
societal construct came, not 
through a right to equality but 
through the autonomy guaran-
teed to an individual in private 
spaces, which is captured by a 
right to privacy.

While the impact of  this 
ruling on the curative petition 
remains to be seen, the verdict 
does much to avert the state’s 
watchful gaze on ‘the lives of  
others’.
privacy and female autonomy
Sexual minorities are not the 
only vulnerable groups that 
benefit from this judgment. The 
development of  the privacy ju-
risprudence by the US Supreme 
Court has been of  tremendous 
significance in the context of  
bodily autonomy and more 
specifically, ‘a woman’s right 
to choose’. While US politics 
remains divided on this issue 
to this day, the legal right of  
a woman in choosing to ter-
minate her pregnancy is well 
established pursuant to the Su-
preme Court’s decision in Roe 
vs Wade.

The Indian court, as point-
ed out by Justice Chelameswar 
in his separate opinion, while 
liberally importing US doc-
trines in interpreting key con-
stitutional provisions, has al-
ways stopped short of  allowing 
absolute autonomy to women 
over her body. Apart from the 
limitations imposed by statutes 
like the Medical Termination 
of  Pregnancy Act, the lack of  
clarity on the status of  privacy 
as a fundamental right could be 
to blame before now. In dealing 
with the crucial question of  the 
‘woman’s right to privacy, dig-
nity and bodily integrity’ in the 
context of  reproductive rights, 
the bench quoted with approval 
several judgements which rec-
ognised the woman’s right to 
choose, albeit within this lim-
ited sense.

Justice Chelameswar went 
further than the others in this, 
considering that the right to 
terminate life of  the foetus sits 
squarely within the purview of  
the right to privacy. The diver-
gence here, however, is a matter 
of  degree. The recognition of  
the woman’s right to her body is 
significant, as this could poten-
tially form the basis for enlarge-
ment of  this strictly regulated 

right in days to come. In a na-
tion where misplaced patriarchy 
manifests itself  through judge-
ments disallowing abortion of  
foetus conceived through rape, 
an unambiguous declaration 
in favour of  individual privacy 
– of  which bodily autonomy is 
the essence – might just prove 
to be a major milestone towards 
securing gender justice for the 
historically suppressed half  of  
our population.

The implications of  this 
judgement may have far reach-
ing consequences in criminalis-
ing marital rape. The sanctity 
of  a private married life has his-
torically been an ugly blotch in 
the evolution of  the doctrine of  
privacy in the US as it enabled 
the perpetration of  coercive 
sexual assault or even violence 
within the ‘private sphere’ of  
marriage. At first glance, there-
fore, it might seem that this 
judgment is also a victory for 
wife-beaters.

We offer two important re-
sponses. First, at the theoreti-
cal level, we must consider that 
both individuals in the marriage, 
including the woman have an 
individual right to privacy guar-
anteed by the constitution as 
per the judgment. A core aspect 
of  this right is of  course physi-
cal privacy and therefore a right 
of  bodily autonomy. Therefore, 
it makes little sense to argue 
that the privacy of  marriage 
enables one individual within 
this construct to routinely vio-
late the right to privacy of  the 
other. Second, we must con-
sider that the Supreme Court 
did not uphold an unqualified 
right to privacy. The state has a 
legitimate interest in preventing 
the perpetration of  violence or 
coercive sexual behaviour on its 
female citizens, even within the 
domestic sphere. Thus, depend-
ing on how the judiciary charts 
the path forward, this judgment 
could forge new avenues for the 
dismantling of  female vulner-
abilities.
privacy for the poor
Another hallmark of  the joint 
opinion penned by Justice 
Chandrachud is his eloquent 
recognition that privacy cannot 
be dismissed as an elitist con-
struct, which needs to be for-
saken in exchange for welfare 
benefits from the state. In an ar-
ticle for The Wire last week, we 
identified why such a notion is 
dangerous in terms of  ensuring 
the equitable operationalisa-
tion of  the right by highlighting 
the challenges faced by those 
on the lower economic rungs 

in society, despite there being 
a judicially recognised right to 
privacy.

By citing passages from 
Amartya Sen’s pathbreaking 
treatise Development as Free-
dom, Justice Chandrachud 
explains how an assertion of  
civil and political rights act as a 
mechanism to check the fulfil-
ment of  socio-economic rights. 
He concludes by stating that 
the pursuit of  happiness is a 
combination of  autonomy and 
dignity and are integral facets 
of  privacy, which cannot be se-
questered to the upper classes. 
We hope that this clarification 
ensures that the dignity inher-
ent in privacy is not sacrificed 
at the altar of  welfare, as has 
been the case in several other 
jurisdictions.

Data protection and the 
proliferation of  a digital 
economy

When it comes to data pro-
tection and state surveillance, 
other jurisdictions have often 
played the ‘trump card’ of  na-
tional security to sacrifice and 
subvert several civil liberties 
including privacy in other ju-
risdictions. This sacrificial altar 
has mainly been applied to the 
interception of  communication 
or data gathered by the state. 
Therefore, the explicit recogni-
tion of  information privacy in 
the judgment and the extension 
of  the right to privacy of  one’s 
online personality has several 
positive implications.

First and most importantly, 
it lays down the constitutional 
edifice for a data protection re-
gime. Justice Chandrachud, in 
particular, points out the need 
for this regime to balance the 
protection of  sensitive infor-
mation with the demands of  
national security. While the 
judgment identifies certain core 
principles of  any data protec-
tion regime, it does not interfere 
in the process. It merely identi-
fies that this is a complex task 
that will have to be dealt with. 
This development should be 
the impetus for bringing India’s 
data protection regime at par 
with the standards set by other 
jurisdictions such as the EU or 
the US. The perception of  a 
strong data protection regime 
automatically gives a greater 
number of  individuals and busi-
nesses the confidence to engage 
with the Indian economy, given 
the cross-border data transfers 
that would occur.

A second crucial benefit of  
a strong data protection regime 
is in law enforcement itself. 

As detailed by Bedavyasa Mo-
hanty and Madhulika Srikumar 
in an excellent report, Indian 
law enforcement agencies cur-
rently face a wide range of  fet-
ters when trying to access data 
stored by online tech firms, who 
are largely located in the US. 
While diplomacy is advancing 
in this regard, this judgment 
now sends a positive signal to 
our US counterparts in the ne-
gotiation and could lead to a di-
rect data sharing agreement be-
tween the two countries, rather 
than relying on a more cumber-
some Mutual Legal Assistance 
Treaties process.

The last, most obvious con-
sequence of  this verdict shall 
be felt in the upcoming five-
judge bench decision challeng-
ing the constitutionality of  the 
Aadhaar Act, to which all eyes 
shall now turn. The threat of  
state surveillance through the 
creation of  a citizen’s biometric 
database is real. How the court 
decides to regulate it – the least 
of  which shall be through man-
dating a strong data protection 
regime – is vital to the future of  
civil liberties in this country.

While we may not feel it, 
the last 24 hours have been wit-
ness to a fundamental shift in 
the way our legal regime con-
siders our routine actions. Our 
bank accounts, call logs and our 
late-night trysts are all protected 
by the penumbra of  a mystique 
right to privacy. Of course, the 
battle has just begun. There will 
be times when rabid govern-
ments or private actors will try 
to erode this right. There will be 
times when the judiciary itself  
might denigrate the potential 
we detailed here.

Yet, in a world where judi-
ciaries are fast losing their cred-
ibility to political gamesman-
ship in countries as far-flung 
as Venezuela and Poland, the 
Indian judiciary has lived up to 
its role as the final guardian of  
liberty. As the nation reels from 
discourse jaded by unnecessary 
suicides, unrelenting polarisa-
tion and unwarranted deaths 
– the judiciary has given every 
Indian something to cheer. It is 
a victory not just for the rule of  
law but for the Indian ethos – 
for the many and the few.

(Agnidipto Tarafder is a faculty 
member at The West Bengal 

National University of  Juridical 
Sciences, where he teaches a 

course on Privacy and the Law. 
Arindrajit Basu is a graduate 

of  the same institution and 
will be pursuing a Masters in 

Public International Law at the 
University of  Cambridge.)

For the Many and the Few: What a Fundamental 
Right to Privacy Means for India

The Indian judiciary has lived up to its role as the final guardian of liberty. Credit: Reuters
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A view of a flooded region in eastern Uttar Pradesh on Wednesday.
PTI

News iN Brief
Shah, Irani take oath as Rajya 
Sabha members 
New Delhi, August 25 (IANS): Bharatiya Janata 
Party (BJP) President Amit Shah and Union Minister 
Smriti Irani on Friday took oath as Rajya Sabha 
members. Rajya Sabha Chairman M. Venkaiah Naidu 
administered the oath of office to Shah and Irani in his 
chamber, who were elected to the Upper House from 
Gujarat earlier this month. This is Shah’s first Rajya 
Sabha stint while Irani entered the House for the second 
term. While Shah took the oath in Hindi, Irani chose 
Sanskrit as the language of  the oath. Senior Cabinet 
Ministers Arun Jaitley and Sushma Swaraj were also 
present on the occasion besides MoS Parliamentary 
Affairs Mukhtar Abbas Naqvi and Lok Janshakti Party 
(LJP) chief and Cabinet Minister Ram Vilas Paswan.

Priyanka Vadra admitted to 
hospital with dengue
New Delhi, August 25 (IANS): Congress President 
Sonia Gandhi’s daughter Priyanka Gandhi Vadra is 
suffering from dengue and is under treatment at the 
Sir Ganga Ram Hospital (SRGH) here, said hospital 
authorities on Friday. Priyanka Vadra was admitted to 
the hospital on August 23 and her treatment is being 
monitored by chest medicine consultant Arup Basu. 
On being asked about her condition, Rana said that 
Priyanka Vadra was recovering well. Till now, Delhi has 
recorded 657 cases of dengue - with 325 patients from 
Delhi and 332 from other states. The patients are being 
treated in Delhi hospitals.

CBI raids Satyendar Jain’s 
residence in money laundering case
New Delhi, August 25 (IANS): A CBI team on Friday 
raided Delhi Home Minister Satyendar Jain’s residence 
in connection with a money laundering case, a CBI 
official said. Jain also confirmed the development, 
tweeting: “CBI reached my home for search.” The 
Central Bureau of Investigation (CBI) in April this year 
had registered a preliminary inquiry(PE) against Jain 
and others in an alleged money laundering case to the 
tune of Rs 4.63 crore in 2015-16.  The inquiry against the 
minister was registered on the basis of several evidences 
CBI had collected against the minister, saying he was 
involved in money laundering despite being a public 
servant.  He is accused of being involved in the crime 
through Kolkata-based companies Prayas Info Pvt Ltd, 
Akichand Developers and Mangalyatan Project Pvt Ltd 
- a charge denied by Jain.

Doctor at Delhi hospital found 
dead; throat slit
New Delhi, August 25 (IANS): A doctor working with 
the city’s St. Stephen’s Hospital was found dead with his 
throat slit, police said on Friday. Sashwat Pandey, 26, a 
resident of  Allahabad, was found dead late Thursday 
night in a pool of blood in the X-ray department of the 
hospital. According to the police, Pandey worked in the 
hospital as a radiology intern and he may have been 
killed by a colleague. “Pandey’s throat was slit with a 
surgical blade. Initial investigation has revealed that the 
accused may be known to him and could be one of his 
colleagues. We are interrogating the staff  members and 
are also examining CCTV footage of  the hospital to 
ascertain the accused person,” police said.

Three washed away in Ganga in UP
Allahabad, August 25 (IANS): Three youths in Uttar 
Pradesh were washed away in the Ganga river here 
on Friday when they went for a holy dip on Ganesh 
Chaturthi, police said. Sumit Kumar and Vikas Singh, 
both 25, along with Sashank Kumar Yadav, 21, reached 
the Sangam around 7.30 a.m.  Somehow Yadav slipped 
into the river. When Kumar and Singh tried to save him, 
all were washed away by the strong current, witnesses 
said. Priests on the banks alerted the police.  “There is 
no trace of the them till. Divers are at looking for them. 
Chances of finding them are slim as the river is in spate,” 
said Inspector Kamlesh Kumar Singh.

Saudi boy, 4, dies in Kerala pool
Kumarakom (Kerala), August 25 (IANS): A four-year-
old Saudi boy died in a swimming pool at a plush resort 
in Kerala’s famed Kumarakom tourist spot, police said 
on Friday. A police officer told IANS on condition of  
anonymity that an inquest took place at the Kottayam 
Medical College Hospital. “The incident occurred on 
late Thursday evening. The real cause of  the death is 
being probed,” said the officer. The boy was in a baby 
pool and his father was at the pool for adults when the 
incident occurred. The boy’s father told the media that 
there was an electricity leakage in the pool and that 
might have caused the death.

Two arrested for killing dog
New Delhi, August 25 (PTI): Two persons were today 
arrested for allegedly killing a dog at a public place, a 
police officer said. T David Haokip (23) and Lalminsang 
Khongsai (20) were apprehended after they surrendered 
before the probe agency, Deputy Commissioner of  
Police of South District said. A man had on August 15 
filed a complaint, saying the accused, along with others, 
“brutally attacked” a stray dog with bricks in Munirka 
village, packed the animal in a bag and fled the spot. 
An FIR was registered under the relevant provisions of  
the Indian Penal Code and the Prevention of  Cruelty 
to Animal Act, police said. During interrogation, the 
accused persons revealed that they killed the dog for 
consumption, they said. Another accused, James, is 
absconding police said.

Privacy verdict to have ‘some bearing’ in beef ban matters: Supreme Court

Bihar flood toll reaches 418; 
1.67 cr affected in 19 districts

PCI asks govt to ensure journalists’ safety

GJM to attend all party meet, 
raise Gorkhaland demand

Telangana govt to distribute 
sarees to over one crore women

Triple talaq petitioner faces 
threats, wants protection

DMK urges Guv to ask Palaniswami to prove majority

Jharkhand villagers hold SP, 150 policemen hostage for 12 hrs

New Delhi, August 25 (PTI): The 
landmark judgement declaring right 
to privacy a fundamental right would 
have “some bearing” in matters relat-
ing to slaughter of  cows, bulls and 
bullocks in Maharashtra, the Supreme 
Court said today.

The Bombay High Court had on 
May 6 last year struck down sections 
5(D) and 9(B) of  the Maharashtra 
Animals Preservation (Amendment) 
Act, 1995.

While section 5(D) criminalises 
possession of  flesh of  cows, bulls or 
bullocks, slaughtered outside Mahar-
ashtra, section 9(B) imposed burden 
on the accused to prove that meat or 
flesh possessed by him/her does not 
belong to these animals. The state 
government had filed an appeal in the 
top court.

The apex court observed this while 
hearing a batch of appeals filed against 
the high court verdict decriminalis-
ing the possession of beef in case of  
animals slaughtered outside the state.

A bench comprising Justices A K 
Sikri and Ashok Bhushan was told 
by senior advocate Indira Jaising, 
representing some of the petitioners, 
that after yesterday’s privacy verdict 
by a nine-judge constitution bench, the 
right to eat food of one’s choice was 
now protected under privacy.

Senior advocate C U Singh also 
told the apex court that the privacy 
judgement would have to be looked 
into while deciding the issue.

“Yes, that judgement will have 
some bearing in these matters,” the 
bench observed.

The Supreme Court had yesterday 

said “nobody would like to be told 
what to eat or how to dress” while 
ruling that these activities come under 
the realm of right to privacy.

During the hearing, Jaising re-
ferred to a 2005 seven- judge bench 
judgement of  the apex court impos-
ing a complete ban on slaughtering 
of even unproductive bovine and said 
that this was also required to be re-
looked by a larger bench.

“Right to eat food of  your choice 
is now protected under privacy. Right 
to eat is now our fundamental right. 
Apart from this, I have also raised the 
issue of  reconsidering the seven-judge 
bench judgement in the Mirzapur 
Moti case by a larger bench,” she 
said.

The bench said it would consider 
the issue on the next date of hearing 

and posted the matter after two weeks.
The petitioners have challenged 

the high court’s verdict upholding 
ban on slaughter imposed by the state 
government.

Jaising informed the bench that the 
Maharashtra government has already 
challenged the high court verdict and 
the matter was pending before another 
bench of the apex court.

“Maharashtra government’s plea 
is pending before another bench. 
Notice was issued on the plea. We are 
challenging the same judgement of  
the high court. I am only asking for 
tagging of all these matters,” she said.

The Maharashtra government had 
approached the apex court challenging 
the high court’s verdict striking down 
sections 5 (D) and 9(B) of  the 1995 
Act on the ground that it infringed 

upon a person’s “right to privacy”.
The high court had termed as “un-

constitutional” the provisions which 
held that mere possession of  beef  
was a crime, saying only “conscious 
possession” of  the meat of  animals 
slaughtered in the state would be an 
offence.

It had upheld the ban on slaughter 
of bulls and bullocks imposed by the 
Maharashtra government, but had 
decriminalised the possession of beef  
in case the animals were slaughtered 
outside the state.

The state government, in its appeal 
before the apex court, has assailed the 
verdict saying the restriction imposed 
by the 1995 Act on possession of flesh 
of  cow, bull or bullock could not be 
interpreted and concluded to be an 
infringement of “right to privacy”.

It had said the high court “while 
coming to the finding that right to 
privacy forms part of  the fundamental 
right to personal liberty guaranteed 
under Article 21 of  Constitution, 
ought to have appreciated that right 
to privacy was not yet designated as a 
fundamental right”.

The plea had said that according to 
the verdict, obligation upon the state to 
prove “conscious possession” of beef  
would “constitute an unsurmountable 
circumstance readily available to the 
wrongdoer to escape sentence”.

The verdict had come on a batch 
of  petitions filed in the high court 
challenging the constitutional va-
lidity of  the Act and, in particular, 
the possession and consumption of  
beef  of  animals slaughtered outside 
Maharashtra.

Patna, August 25 (PTI): 
The flood situation in Bihar 
worsened today with the toll 
mounting to 418, with 1.67 
crore people in 19 districts 
being affected by the deluge.

The flood waters, how-
ever, have receded in some 
places, prompting many to 
return to their homes. The 
number of relief  camps also 
dropped to 368 from 624, 
in which 1.59 lakh people 
were staying, a release by 
disaster management de-
partment said.

Araria district alone 
accounted for 87 deaths 

followed by Sitamarhi 43, 
Katihar 40, West Cham-
paran 36, East Champaran 
32, Madhubani 28, Dar-
bhanga 26, Kishanganj 24, 
Madhepura 22, Gopalganj 
20, Supual 16, Purnea nine, 
Saharsa eight; Khagaria, 
Saran and Muzaffarpur 
seven each, Sheohar four 
and Samastipur two. No 
deaths were reported from 
Siwan district, it said.

A total of 3.54 lakh peo-
ple had food in 1,403 com-
munity kitchens operational 
in the marooned areas of  
Bihar, the release said.

Hyderabad, August 25 
(PTI): The Telangana gov-
ernment is going to distrib-
ute over one crore sarees to 
the women from below the 
poverty line families during 
the traditional `Bathukam-
ma’ festival next month.

“On the occasion of  
Bathukamma festival, all 
the poor women above the 
age of 18 will get sarees as 
a gift irrespective of  caste, 
community or religion,” 
Chief  Minister K Chan-
drashekhar Rao said, as per 
an official release today.

Sarees would be distrib-
uted through ration shops 
to as many as 1,04,57,610 
women on September 18, 
19 and 20. District Collec-
tors will oversee the distri-
bution program.

“People in Telangana 
celebrate Bathukamma and 
Dussera festivals cutting 

across religious and caste 
lines. Bathukamma festival 
is an integral part of  the 
Telangana life and culture. 
It is a symbol of  family 
relationships,” the CM said.

“We have distributed 
clothes to Muslims on Ram-
zaan and to Christians on 
Christmas. But for Bathu-
kamma festival, we have 
decided to gift sarees to the 
poor women of  all com-
munities...and all castes,” 
he added.

“The plight of  workers 
in the handloom and pow-
erloom sectors is pathetic....
Hence we are purchasing 
these sarees from them, as it 
would provide employment 
to these workers. We are 
speeding up modernisation 
of powerlooms. We are giv-
ing them 50 per cent subsidy 
on yarn and chemicals,” the 
CM noted.

Kolkata, August 25 (PTI): 
Ishrat Jahan, one of the five 
petitioners in the triple ta-
laq case, today wrote to the 
West Bengal chief  minister, 
seeking security for herself  
and her children after al-
legedly facing threats from 
in-laws and neighbours fol-
lowing the Supreme Court 
verdict.

“Some of  her neigh-
bours and even her in-laws 
are accusing her of  having 
gone against the interests 
of  her community,” Nazia 
Elahi Khan, legal adviser 
of  Ishrat Jahan, said here.

“I have written a letter 
to Chief  Minister Mamata 
Banerjee seeking protec-
tion for me and my chil-
dren,” Ishrat told PTI.

“Copies of  the letter 
have also been forwarded 
to the Howrah City Police 
Commissionerate and the 

local Golabari police sta-
tion,” she said.

“Does someone be-
come a bad person if  she 
speaks for her rights?” 
asked Ishrat.

Ishrat’s husband had di-
vorced her over phone from 
Dubai in 2014 by uttering 
‘talaq’ thrice, a practice that 
was struck down by the 
apex court on August 22.

She has a 13-year-old 
daughter and a seven-year-
old son.

Stating that she was 
“extremely happy with the 
historic Supreme Court 
judgement,” Ishrat and her 
legal advisor wrote to the 
chief  minister that she was 
being subjected to “threat 
calls, teases and abuses”.

“I urge you to take steps 
for providing security to me 
and my children,” she said 
in the letter.

Chennai, August 25 (PTI): The DMK 
today urged Tamil Nadu Governor Ch 
Vidyasagar Rao to immediately direct 
Chief  Minister K Palaniswami to 
prove his majority in the Assembly in 
the wake of  revolt by 19 AIADMK 
MLAs, saying any delay could lead to 
“horse trading”.

DMK working president and 
leader of  the opposition in assembly 
M K Stalin, who had earlier this week 
written to the Governor seeking a floor 
test, dubbed the Palaniswami regime 
as a “minority government”.

In a statement released here, he 
also questioned assembly Speaker P 
Dhanapal’s action in issuing notices 
to the 19 MLAs yesterday on a memo-
randum by the Government Chief  
Whip seeking their disqualification for 
alleged anti-party activities.

Stalin said had earlier written to 

the Governor urging him to immedi-
ately ask Palaniswami to prove major-
ity in the assembly.

Rao should have immediately 
convened the assembly to ascertain the 
government’s present strength after the 
MLAs loyal to sidelined AIADMK 
deputy general secretary TTV Dhi-
nakaran met him and sought Palan-
iswami’s removal on Tuesday, he said.

Stalin said the Governor should 
ensure that Palaniswami does not 
continue in power by “creating a 
constitutional crisis and misusing anti-
defection law”.

Referring to the Speaker’s action, 
Stalin said the notices had been issued 
in connection with an episode that did 
not happen in the assembly.

While the Speaker had not acted 
against present Deputy Chief  Min-
ister O Panneerslvam-led faction for 

voting against the government in the 
February 18 trust vote as the then rebel 
faction, he had issued notices to the 19 
MLAs from Dhinakaran camp now, 
the DMK leader said.

“It is clear the Speaker has done 
so to save Palaniswami’s minority 
government. During such times, every 
day’s delay by the Governor in direct-
ing a confidence vote will pave the way 
for horse trading and other political 
manoeuvres,” he said.

Stalin’s remarks come even as 
the 19 MLAs remained in a resort in 
Puducherry and have dismissed the 
disqualification demand as a “planned 
drama” and “intimidation” tactics.

The Dhinakaran camp MLAs 
raised the banner of revolt a day after 
the AIADMK factions led by Palan-
iswami and former chief  minister O 
Panneerselvam merged on August 21.

Ranchi, August 25 (IANS): Agitated 
over removal of barricades put up by 
them and police firing in the air to 
disperse them, angry villagers held 
Khunti district Superintendent of  
Police (SP) and 150 security personnel 
hostage through Thursday night.

Their release could only be secured 
on Friday morning after Khunti Dep-
uty Commissioner and Ranchi range 
Deputy Inspector General of  Police 
(DIG) reached the spot and pacified 
the angry villagers.

The problem began when a police 
team led by Sub Divisional Police 
Officer (SDPO) Ranbeer Singh went 

to remove the barricade erected by 
the villagers at three villages -- Sodag, 
Randag and Sulhe -- on Thursday to 
protest over some local issue.

The local villagers equipped with 
traditional weapons surrounded the 
police force. The villagers got further 
incensed when policemen fired in 
the air.

Khunti SP Ashwani Kumar 
reached the site on Thursday night 
with around 150 security personnel. 
As Kumar reached, the villagers also 
surrounded him and the force. 

The SP and 150 security person-
nel remained in the villagers’ captivity 

until the next morning. The security 
personnel avoided using any force to 
free those held captive. 

The DIG and the DC reached the 
spot on Friday morning and tried to 
talk it out with the villagers. Initially 
they were not ready to hear anything, 
but after repeated efforts, the officials 
pacified the villagers and they were al-
lowed to leave the village. “The villag-
ers became angry when the barricades 
were removed by ‘outsiders’. They got 
further enraged as shots were fired in 
the air to scare them away,” Amol 
B. Homkar, Ranchi range DIG, told 
reporters.

N e w  D e l h i : 
Condemning the 
violence against 
jour nal is ts  in 
Panchkula, the 
Press Club of  
India on Friday 
asked the Hary-
ana state govern-
ment to ensure 
the  sa fe ty  o f  
journalists and 
compensate for 
their losses.

“The Press 
Club of  India 
s t rongly  con-
demns the vio-
lence  aga ins t 
mediapersons in 
Panchkula by the followers of  Dera 
Sacha Sauda chief  Baba Ram Rahim 
who was convicted in a rape case by 
a court,” Press Club President Vinay 
Kumar and Secretary General Gau-
tam Lahiri said in a statement. 

They said that it is of  “utmost 
serious concern” that Dera support-
ers went on a rampage, set on fire 
a number of  OB vans of  television 
news networks and also targeted 

camerapersons and reporters who 
were out in the field discharging their 
duties of  reporting

“We demand that strict action 
should be taken against the mis-
creants and the state government 
should take urgent steps for safety 
and security of  journalists and also 
compensate the television news 
networks for the losses suffered by 
them,” they said.

Darjeeling, August 25 
(IANS): The Gorkha Jan-
mukti Morcha would at-
tend the August 29 all party 
meeting convened by the 
West Bengal government 
on the Darjeeling issue, and 
raise the demand for a sepa-
rate state of  Gorkhaland 
during the parleys, a senior 
party leader said on Friday.

The GJM central com-
mittee held its session a 
shor t  whi le  a f te r  the 
Gorkhaland Movement 
Co-ordination Committee 
met during the day and 
decided to attend the all 
party meeting provided the 
state government gave it a 
fresh letter of invitation for 
the talks.

The GMCC is a plat-
form formed by the pro-
Gorkhaland parties to 
decide the course of  the 
ongoing movement for the 
separate state.

The GMCC would hold 
another meeting on August 

27 to take the final call on 
attending the meeting after 
going through the state gov-
ernment letter.

The GMCC also de-
cided to continue the ongo-
ing indefinite shutdown in 
the north Bengal hills. A 
decision about whether to 
continue with the shutdown 
would be taken depending 
the outcome of the August 
29 meeting, a GJM source 
said.

Normal life has been 
paralysed in the hills cover-
ing large areas in Darjeeling 
and Kalimpong districts fol-
lowing the indefinite shut-
down called by the GJM 
since June 12 on the state-
hood demand.

The GMCC formed 
later to broadbase the move-
ment by roping in other 
parties, have also backed 
the stir which has greatly 
impacted the hills’ three 
economic mainstays - tea, 
timber and tourism.

Haryana CM admits to lapses 
Chandigarh, August 25 
(IANS): Haryana Chief Min-
ister Manohar Lal Khattar on 
Friday admitted lapses in se-
curity arrangements following 
a verdict against Dera Sacha 
Sauda chief  Gurmeet Ram 
Rahim Singh, but later said 
that no advance action was 
taken as it could have created 
bigger problems.

Talking to reporters on 
Friday evening, after around 
30 people were killed in vio-
lence following the Dera Sacha 
Sauda chief  being convicted 
for rape, Khattar, admitting to 
mistakes, said: “We are identi-
fying the lapses.”

However, in an interview 
to India Today TV later, he 
said action was not taken in 
advance as it could have made 
the situation worse.

“We made all efforts, we 
tried to make them under-
stand. Our forces worked 
whole night. But taking action 
before time could have caused 
more damage. What if  a bul-
let had been fired two days 
back... or violence could have 
erupted... this could have hap-
pened two days back as well. 

“Our first aim was that 
Baba should appear in front 

of  the court.. had he not ap-
peared, we would have had to 
do an operation like we did in 
Rampal case... the situation 
could have been worse. We 
made a plan, and we also had 
control of  situation,” Khattar 
claimed.

“The situation that arose 
after the verdict, we took stern 
action, 30 people have also 
died in firing and we are sad, 
people should not have died. 
But we had to control the situ-
tion.” 

Noting his government 
tried to stop Ram Rahim’s 
supporters from reaching Pan-
chkula, he said: “We tried to 
control the crowd, we suspend-
ed bus and train services, did 
checking on the state border. 

“But supporters disguised 
themselves and reached there. 
We cannot stop every person. 
People walked on foot, some 
were there five-days in ad-
vance.” 

He denied that the govern-
ment had sympathy for the 
Dera chief. “There is no sym-
pathy. Anyone who disturbs 
law and order will be pun-
ished,” he said, adding damage 
to the property will be compen-
sated, and will be recovered by 

selling Ram Rahim’s assets as 
the Punjab and Haryana High 
Court said.

“There has been damage 
to property and some people 
have died. We will compensate 
for the losses... The damage 
should not have happened. 
Some miscreants entered the 
crowd,” he said.

Asked about the number 
of  deaths, the Chief  Minister 
said around 30 people died 
in firing. He blamed the huge 
number of  Dera supporters 
for the situation getting out 
of hand.

“Haryana government 
made arrangements, but there 
was a huge mob... He (Dera 
chief) has lakhs of  followers 
in the country and in the state. 
We tried to stop them,” he 
claimed.

Khattar also said paramili-
tary forces are being deployed 
in sensitive areas, and the 
Army has been requisitioned 
for the “vulnerable” areas.

He asserted that the guilty 
will be brought to book.

“Those who have taken 
law in their hand will be pun-
ished. We have identified some 
culprits and some arrests have 
been made,” he added.

Vans of television media broadcasters burn in violence following 
Dera Sacha Sauda chief Gurmeet Ram Rahim’s conviction in 
Panchkula on Friday.

PTI



Former Thai PM Yingluck Shinawatra.

Afghan men carry a dead body from the site of a suicide attack followed by a clash between Afghan 
forces and insurgents after an attack on a Shi’ite Muslim mosque in Kabul, Afghanistan, August 25.

ReutersLee Jae-yong, vice chairman of 
Samsung Electronics Co.

AP/PTI

In this Wednesday, Aug. 16, 2017, file photo, a Rohingya refugee girl looks through a mesh window at a 
camp set up for the refugees on the outskirts of Jammu, India. 
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Maungdaw, August 25 
(PTI): At least 71 people 
including 12 security forces 
were killed as Rohingya 
militants besieged border 
posts in northern Rakhine 
State, Myanmar’s authori-
ties said on Friday - the 
worst violence in months to 
hit the febrile zone.

The state is bisected by 
religious hatred focused 
on the stateless Rohingya 
Muslim minority, who are 
reviled by many Buddhists 
and perceived as illegal im-
migrants.

Recent weeks have seen 
tensions surge with near 
daily killings by shadowy 
groups operating in remote 
villages, while Myanmar’s 
army has poured more 
troops into the area spark-
ing a renewed exodus of  
refugees.

In the early hours of  
Friday more than 20 police 
posts came under attack 
by an estimated 150 insur-
gents, some carrying guns 
and using homemade ex-
plosives, Myanmar’s mili-
tary said.

“Fighting is ongoing at 
police posts in Kyar Gaung 
Taung and Nat Chaung 
villages. The military and 
police members are fight-
ing back together against 
extremist Bengali terror-
ists.” “Bengali terrorists” is 
the state’s description of the 
Rohingya militants.

Kabul, August 25 (IANS): 
At least 12 people, including 
two attackers, were killed 
and 23 others were injured 
in a suicide bombing and 
subsequent armed assault 
on a Shia mosque here on 
Friday. The Islamic State 
claimed responsibility for 
the attack.

A suicide bomber deto-
nated explosives outside 
Imam Zaman Mosque in 
Khair Khana neighbour-
hood at 1.30 p.m. Two 
gunmen then stormed into 
the mosque as worship-
pers gathered for afternoon 
prayers, Xinhua news agen-
cy reported.

“We can confirm that 
10 people, including five 
women, were killed and 23 
others sustained injuries in 
the attack,” a police official 
said. 

He said the two attack-
ers were killed by police 
forces and the situation was 
under control.

Thimphu,  August  25 
(IANS): It all began, as 
many things do, with sim-
plicity and calmness but as 
the wheels of time galloped 
against the backdrop of an 
aspirational civilization, 
there emerged a gradual 
but distinct generation gap 
between our elderly and the 
youngsters. But what better 
way to convey this ‘tectonic 
shift than an elocution recit-
al? And who better to do this 
than the Prime Minister of  
Bhutan, arguably the hap-
piest country in the world?

There have been quite 
a few world leaders shar-
ing an immense sense of  
reverence for the arts but 
perhaps very few of  them 
have exhibited this passion 
as profoundly and vividly as 
Bhutanese Prime Minister 
Lyonpo Tshering Tobgay 
did on Thursday evening at 
the inaugural of the eighth 

edition of Mountain Echoes 
Literary Festival here.

At a glittery event hosted 
by Indian Ambassador Jaid-
eep Sarkar, Queen Mother 
Ashi Dorji Wangmo Wang-
chuck elaborated extensive-
ly on what she called “our 
shared love for literature and 
the arts” that has brought 
stalwarts from the literary 
fraternity to the Land of the 
Thunder Dragon. But the 
twist in the evening came 
after her address when the 
Prime Minister was invit-
ed to the podium for his 
speech.

In a rare show of states-
manship -- marked by grace 
and lucidity -- Tobgay first 
offered his respects, as is cus-
tomary here, to the Queen 
Mother and then welcomed 
the visitors to Bhutan on 
behalf  of  his government. 
Immediately after this, he 
sought the Queen Mother’s 

“indulgence” and did some-
thing which is not usually 
expected during a speech, 
more so from a head of  a 
state.

With calculated foot-
steps, gentle and forthcom-
ing, he shifted to the centre 
of the stage as the audience 
waited in anticipation of  
what was to follow.

“I wish to recite a 
poem,” he said. “It is a con-
versation with our youth, 
really a celebration of  our 
youth.”

For the next 20-odd min-
utes, Togbay ruled the show 
and left the audience dumb-
struck at what unfolded 
before their eyes. Delivering 
like a professional artist, 
he paused at the right mo-
ments, his voice alterations 
were impeccable and the 
varying sound pitches were 
greeted with a thunderous 
applause by the audience.

And to imagine that the 
Prime Minister, who of  
course has a hectic schedule, 
must have spent hours, first 
memorising the entire poem 
by his heart and then practis-
ing its delivery in the way he 
did just seemed incredible 
for the audience. 

Mid-way during his 
recital, he was joined by 
Dorji Gyeltsen, a 16-year-
old student from Bhutan 
High School. While Togbay 
appeared to disapprove of  
the attitude that defines the 
younger generation, the 
young student presented 
a different point of  view, 
suggesting that the elders 
of  today were also in their 
shoes once and what the 
youngsters are doing today 
are only those that the elders 
wished yesterday.

The poem, written by 
Charmi Chheda, revolved 
around the difference in 

the thought processes and 
opinions of the two genera-
tions, and how each takes a 
step forward to bridge the 
gap, uniting for a better to-
morrow.

It had a beautiful end-
ing too.

“As we stand here, the 
voice is one, the thoughts are 
one but no one is old, and 
no one is young. Here we 
create a present, and call it a 
gift. This is what will be, the 
song that I sing, the anthem 
of the yellow and orange. As 
it flutters in the air, hear it 
now closely. Isn’t this but the 
mountain echoes? This is 
not an illusion, this is reality. 
This is not an illusion, this is 
reality,” Togbay concluded.

It was 20 minutes of ab-
solute silence, a meditation 
for visitors and a sneak peek 
into the Bhutanese way of  
life and thinking. Togbay’s 
humble nature and splendid 

performance won admira-
tion not only from book 
lovers but also literary stal-
warts like Devdutt Pattnaik, 
Ashwin Sanghi, and Na-
mita Gokhale, whose eyes 
were all fixed to the stage 
throughout his recital.

Togbay is the seventh 
Prime Minister of  Bhutan 
and assumed office in July 
2013.

The 51-year-old was 
educated at the reputed Dr. 
Graham’s Homes School in 
Kalimpong and received a 
Bachelor of Science degree 
in Mechanical Engineering 
from the University of Pitts-
burgh’s Swanson School of  
Engineering after obtaining 
a scholarship from the Unit-
ed Nations. Tobgay also 
completed a master’s degree 
in public administration 
from the John F. Kennedy 
School of  Government at 
Harvard in 2004.

Bangkok,  August  25 
(IANS): Former Thai PM 
Yingluck Shinawatra has 
fled abroad as the coun-
try’s Supreme Court issued 
an arrest warrant after she 
failed to appear on Friday 
for the verdict in a negli-
gence case brought against 
her by the ruling junta, a 
media report said.

A BBC report quoted 
sources close to her party as 
saying that she made the de-
cision to leave unexpectedly.

The top court issued 
the arrest warrant against 
Yingluck after she did not 
appear for the verdict in 
her trial over a rice sub-
sidy scheme. Judges also 
postponed the verdict til 
September 27.

Yingluck has denied 
any wrongdoing in the 
scheme which cost Thai-
land billions of dollars. The 
scheme, introduced in 2011, 
pledged to pay farmers well 

above the market rate for 
their crop and ended up 
costing the country billions. 
Yingluck said the rice sub-
sidy scheme was “benefi-
cial for the farmers and the 
country”.

If  found guilty at the 
end of  her two-year trial, 
she could be jailed for up to 
10 years and permanently 
banned from politics.

 Prime Minister Pra-
yuth Chan-ocha, who heads 
Thailand’s military govern-
ment, said all routes out 
of  the country were being 
closely monitored.

“I just learned that she 
did not show up (at court),” 
he told reporters. “I have 
ordered border checkpoints 
to be stepped up.”

Deputy Prime Minister 
Prawit Wongsuwan initially 
said he had no information 
on Yingluck’s whereabouts 
but as he left a meeting 
in Bangkok he said: “It is 

NewS iN BRieF
Saudi-led airstrikes kill 14  
civilians in Yemen’s capital
Sanaa, August 25 (AP): Yemeni eyewitnesses say Saudi-
led airstrikes have hit at least three houses in the capital, 
Sanaa, killing at least 14 civilians, including women and 
children.

They say the attack took place overnight and into the 
morning hours on Friday in the city’s southern neighbor-
hood of Fag Attan. The death toll was expected to rise fur-
ther as rescuers pull more victims from under the rubble.

Earlier this week, coalition fighter jets struck a hotel 
in Arhab, north of Sanaa, killing at least 41 people. The 
Saudi-led coalition is waging an air campaign against 
Yemen’s Shiite rebels and forces loyal to a former presi-
dent.

The alliance controls much of northern Yemen, 
including Sanaa. The coalition is trying to restore the 
internationally recognized government of President Abed 
Rabbo Mansour Hadi to power.

US death row inmate executed 
with new drug
Washington, August 25 (IANS): Florida has executed an 
inmate for the first time in more than 18 months, admin-
istering a lethal injection drug that had not previously 
been used in the US, the media reported.

Mark Asay, 53, was executed at 6.22 p.m. (local time) 
on Thursday without any incident, CNN quoted Florida 
corrections officials as saying.

Asay had no last statement, and did not speak or 
show any indication of pain during the execution. His 
demeanour earlier in the morning was calm, a Florida 
corrections department spokeswoman said.

The US Supreme Court earlier on Thursday denied a 
stay of execution request for Asay.

He was convicted in 1988 of the racially motivated 
murders of two men in Jacksonville the previous year.

A jury found him guilty of killing Robert Lee Booker 
-- who was black -- and Robert McDowell. 

Before he shot Booker, he called him a racial epithet, 
CNN reported.

The execution marked Florida’s first since a US Su-
preme Court ruling temporarily halted the practice in 
early 2016, saying the state’s sentencing process was 
unconstitutional because it gave judges, rather than 
juries, too much power in deciding whether to execute 
an inmate.

The state used etomidate as one of three drugs in the 
lethal injection, marking the first time the sedative has 
been used in an execution. 

Etomidate will be a substitute for midazolam, a drug 
that has become harder to get because some drug manu-
facturers do not want it used in executions.

Islamic State strikes back,  
34 killed in Syria’s Raqqa
Beirut, August 25 (PTI): At least 34 Syrian soldiers and al-
lied fighters have been killed in an Islamic State counter-
attack in the east of Raqqa province, rolling back regime 
gains, a monitor said today.
The Syrian Observatory for Human Rights, a Britain-
based monitor, said the jihadist group had recaptured 
large swathes of territory from government forces in the 
fighting on Thursday.

The Syrian Army is seeking to advance through Raqqa 
province to reach neighbouring Deir Ezzor, where jihad-
ists have besieged government forces and civilians in the 
provincial capital since 2015.

Earlier this month, government troops and allied 
fighters arrived at the outskirts of Madan, the last IS-held 
town in the eastern Raqa province countryside before 
Deir Ezzor.

But in Thursday’s counterattack, IS “made major pro-
gress and... expanded the area under its control along the 
southern bank of the Euphrates,” the Observatory said.

“IS has managed to push regime forces back 30 km 
from the western outskirts of Madan,” Observatory direc-
tor Rami Abdel Rahman said.

The Syria army operation in the area, backed by air 
support from ally Russia, is separate from the battle for 
provincial capital Raqa city.

The effort to oust IS from the city, once the jihad-
ist group’s Syrian stronghold, is being led by the Syrian 
Democratic Forces, a US-backed alliance of Kurdish and 
Arab fighters.

possible that she has fled 
already.”

Yingluck had been 
barred from leaving Thai-
land without court approval 
since 2015, when her trial 
started.

Hundreds of Yingluck’s 
supporters who had been 
waiting outside the court for 
the verdict quickly dispersed 
once word spread the for-
mer Prime Minister hadn’t 
appeared.

Thai police had de-
ployed 3,000 officers to the 
streets ahead of the hearing 
to guard against potential 
protests. As many as 1,000 
supporters had gathered to 
hear the verdict. The crowds 
came despite a plea from 
Yingluck on Facebook to 
stay away from the court 
due to security concerns.

The court also ordered 
the seizure of  her 30 mil-
lion baht ($900,360) bail 
bond. Reports said she was 
last seen in Bangkok on 
Wednesday. 

When she was inau-
gurated in 2011, Yingluck 
became Thailand’s first fe-
male Prime Minister and its 
youngest in over 60 years.

The sister of exiled for-
mer Prime Minister Thak-
sin Shinawatra, Yingluck 
was ousted by a coup in 
2014 and was later im-
peached by Thailand’s mil-
itary-appointed National 
Legislative Assembly. 

The ruling barred her 
from political office for five 
years.

The office of  de-facto 
leader Aung San Suu Kyi 
said 12 security officials 
had been killed alongside 
59 militants. One resident 
in Maungdaw, the main 
town in northern Rakhine, 
said gunfire could be heard 
throughout the night.

“We are still hearing 
gunshots now, we dare not 
to go out from our house,” 
the resident said by phone, 
asking not to be named. 
Despite years of  persecu-
tion, the Rohingya largely 
eschewed violence.

But a previously un-
known militant group 
emerged as a force last 

October under the banner 
of  the Arakan Rohingya 
Salvation Army (ARSA), 
which claims to be leading 
an insurgency based in the 
remote May Yu mountain 
range bordering Bangla-
desh.

A Twit ter  account 
which frequently posts pur-
portedly from the group 
- @ARSA_official - to-
day morning confirmed 
its fighters were engaging 
Myanmar’s military in 
Rathedaung township. It 
accused the military of  car-
rying out atrocities in that 
area in recent weeks.

To d a y ’ s  v i o l e n c e 

pushed more Rohingya to 
leave, with two boats con-
taining around 150 women, 
children and elderly people 
attempting to cross the Naf  
river into Bangladesh. But 
they were pushed back.

“They were scared. 
We felt pain to send them 
back,” a Border Guard Ban-
gladesh (BGB) officer told 
AFP.

The flare up came just 
hours after former UN 
chief  Kofi Annan released 
a milestone report detailing 
conditions inside Rakhine 
and offering ways to heal 
the festering sectarian ten-
sions there.

C o m m i s s i o n e d  b y 
Myanmar’s own govern-
ment, it urged the scrapping 
of restrictions of movement 
and citizenship imposed on 
the roughly one million-
strong Rohingya commu-
nity in Rakhine.

In a statement Annan 
said he was “gravely con-
cerned” by the latest out-
break of  fighting. “The 
alleged scale and gravity of  
these attacks mark a worry-
ing escalation of  violence,” 
he said.

“After years of  insecu-
rity and instability, it should 
be clear that violence is not 
the solution to the challeng-
es facing Rakhine State,” he 
added.

The wedge of  Rakhine 
closest to Bangladesh has 
been in lockdown since 
October 2016. Deadly at-
tacks by the militants on 
border police sparked a 
military response that left 
scores dead and forced tens 
of  thousands to flee to Ban-
gladesh.

The UN believes those 
security ‘clearances’ may 
have amounted to ethnic 
cleansing of  the Rohingya, 
a mainly Muslim minority 
living in Buddhist Myan-
mar. The army and Aung 
San Suu Kyi’s civilian gov-
ernment vehemently deny 
allegations of  widespread 
abuses, including rapes and 
murders.

The IS group’s news out-
let Amaq said IS militants 
had carried out a “comman-
do” attack on the mosque.

Friday’s attack is the 
first major one in Afghani-

stan since US President 
Donald Trump on Monday 
announced his new strat-
egy for the country, which 
includes sending more US 
troops.

Trump’s announcement 
was celebrated by Afghan 
authorities, while the Tal-
iban threatened that Af-
ghanistan would turn into a 
“graveyard” for US soldiers.

Islamabad, August 25 
(PTI): Pakistan govern-
ment is planning to sum-
mon a joint session of  
Parliament to discuss and 
finalise the way forward in 
the wake of  US President 
Donald Trump’s remarks 
warning Islamabad against 
providing safe havens to 
terrorists, according to a 
media report.

Dawn News reported 
that Prime Minister Sha-
hid Khaqan Abbasi in his 
brief  remarks made in the 
Senate late yesterday had 

indicated that a joint ses-
sion could be called to 
deliberate the issue.

Abbasi described the 
US’ stance as a critical 
issue and said the federal 
cabinet had deliberated 
on it for three hours on 
Tuesday while the NSC 
discussed the matter for 
about four hours.

Senate Chairman Raza 
Rabbani had earlier in-
formed the prime minister 
that a Senate panel had 
been formed to frame rec-
ommendations spelling 

out the way forward after 
the US president’s aggres-
sive remarks. He said the 
panel was on the verge of  
completing a draft.

He proposed that the 
recommendations be taken 
to the joint sitting of  Par-
liament for adoption or 
any amendments -- an 
idea apparently accepted 
by the prime minister, the 
report said.

Rabbani indicated that 
after adoption of  the draft 
by the Senate, it would be 
taken to the joint session 

of  Parliament, it said.
Earlier, taking part in 

the discussion on Trump’s 
remarks, Senators said the 
US must remember that 
Pakistan was a frontline 
state in the war on terror 
and had suffered the most.

They sa id  the  US, 
that mocked Pakistan for 
receiving dollars in aid, 
should keep in mind that 
it had not given a frac-
tion of  the losses incurred 
by Pakistan in the war 
amounting to around USD 
150 billion.

Seoul, August 25 (IANS): 
A South Korean court on 
Friday sentenced Samsung 
Electronics Vice Chairman 
Lee Jae-yong to five years 
in prison, finding him guilty 
of  bribery and embezzle-
ment in a massive corrup-
tion scandal that led to the 
ouster of  former President 
Park Geun-hye.

The Seoul Central Dis-
trict Court handed down 
the verdict, saying Lee, 49, 
is believed to have been 
involved in Samsung’s pro-
vision of  7.2 billion won 
($6 million) in bribes for the 
equestrian training of  the 
daughter of Park’s longtime 
friend and confidante Choi 
Soon-sil.

Lee, who has been un-
der detention since Feb-
ruary, was also convicted 
of  embezzlement, hiding 
assets overseas and perjury, 
all stemming from the cor-
ruption scandal that forced 
Park out of office on March 
10, reports Yonhap News 
Agency.

“The crux of this case is 
close collusion between po-
litical and capital powers,” 
the court said in the verdict. 

“It appears to be diffi-
cult for the people to recover 
from disappointment in 
that collusive ties between 
the President and a large 
conglomerate existed not in 
the past, but in the present.”

Earlier, prosecutors had 
demanded a 12-year-jail 
term for Lee on charges that 
he offered or pledged a total 
of  43.3 billion won at the 

request of Park to organisa-
tions under the control of  
Choi.

In return for the bribes, 
prosecutors have alleged, 
Lee won the government’s 
approval for a merger be-
tween two Samsung subsid-
iaries under terms designed 
to increase his control over 
the entire Samsung empire 
so as to cement a power 
transfer from his ailing fa-
ther Lee Kun-hee.

Lee has denied the 
charges and is expected to 
appeal the decision.

Four other former top 
Samsung executives were 
also convicted.

About 800 riot police 
were deployed around the 
court premises to prevent 
possible clashes between 
opposing groups of protest-
ers that plan to hold rallies, 
one calling for Lee’s punish-
ment and the other for his 
release.



EastErn Mirror  |  Dimapur, Saturday, August 26, 2017

10
ENTERTAINMENT
Mirror

Taylor Swift releases first single 
from upcoming album
Singer Taylor Swift has officially dropped her new single, 
“Look What You Made Me Do.” As promised, the 27-year-
old singer released her fresh tune promptly at Friday 
midnight on iTunes, according to The Hollywood Reporter. 
“Look What You Made Me Do” is the first single from 
Swift’s forthcoming sixth album, Reputation, which will 
be released November 10. The new LP is the follow-up to 
2014’s album of the year winner, 1989.
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Movie Schedule
Hill Star is thrilled to announce its valued HillStarCinema fans that the 
hall is now live at BookMyShowIN You can now BUY tickets online! 

T
he Young 
Talented 
Artistes Award 
ceremony 
for the year 

2015-16 and 2016-17 was 
held at the Raj Bhavan, 
Itanagar August 25, 2017. 
The award ceremony was 
organised by the North 
East Zone Cultural Cen-

tre (NEZCC), Ministry of  
Culture. 

As desired by the 
Governor of  Nagaland 
and Arunachal Pradesh 
and Chairman, NEZCC 
the function was held at 
Itanagar, with an aim that 
such functions will be 
held in rotation in every 
member states of  the 

NEZCC.  
The function featured 

performance and exhibi-
tion by the awardees. 
The awards were given 
away by P.B Acharya. 
The function was at-
tended Deputy Chief  
Minister Chowna Mein, 
Speaker T. N. Thongdok 
, Minister, Art & Culture 

Dr. Mohesh Chai, Chief  
Secretary Shakuntala D. 
Gamlin,  Government of  
Arunachal Pradesh and 
other dignitaries.

Young Talented Ar-
tistes Awards Scheme was 
introduced in 2003-04 by 
the Ministry of  Culture, 
Government of  India to 
encourage and recognize 

young talents in various 
folk art forms in different 
regions of  the country. 

The award consists of  
Rs.10, 000/- and a certifi-
cate. Under this scheme 
the NEZCC invites 
applications from young 
talented artistes to give 
the awards in recognition 
of  his/her outstanding 
performance/achieve-
ments in his/ her chosen 
field every year. 

The focus discipline 
of  the awards are folk 
dance, folk music & 
songs, classical dance 
like Sattriya dance of  
Assam, Manipuri Classi-
cal dances, folk theatre, 
creative arts/painting, etc. 
in the age group of  18 to 
30 years. 

The winners from 
Nagaland are Ariensa 
(Nagaland Theatre), 
Mannyei Konyak (Na-
galand Wood & Stone 
Sculpture, Carpentry 
works, Painting & Sketch-
ing) and Limanungdang 
Ao (Nagaland Theatre)

EMN

I
n its second campus 
audition, the Beauty 
& Aesthetic Soci-
ety of  Nagaland 
(BASN) has selected 

eight students for the 
upcoming Miss Nagaland 
2017 to be held during the 
Hornbill Festival in the 
month of  December.

Altogether nine girls 
registered for the campus 
audition which was held 
at Symphony Academy 
of  Music School this 

morning, where one was 
eliminated.

The selected girls will 
be taking part in the open 
audition scheduled to 
be held on September 6 
wherein they will be com-
peting along with other 
participants from all the 
districts to partake in the 
Miss Nagaland 2018.

It was informed that 
district reigning queens 
will have a direct entry 
into the beauty pageant, 

and the runners up will 
have to undergo the open 
audition. The selected 
contestants will be given 
intensive training to en-
hance their personality, 
diction, etiquettes, public 
speaking, ramp walk etc. 

Me a while, BASN has 
further informed that the 
next campus audition will 
be held at Kohima Sci-
ence College, Jotsoma on 
August 26.

IANS

N
agaland House 
Delhi is organising 
‘Naga Food Fes-
tival’ in Madhya 
Pradesh Bhawan 

and Manipur Bhawan on August 
26 and 27, 2017 as a part of  the 
‘Ek Bharat Shrestha Bharat’ 
initiative under which different 
Bhawans are hosting cuisines 
of  other Bhawans. This was 
informed by Nagaland House, 
Delhi Resident Commissioner 
Abhishek Singh in a press note. 

This initiative is one of  its 
kinds which endeavour to expose 
residents of  Delhi to the cui-
sine of  Nagaland. In future, we 
will be organizing many more 
events that would include Food 
Festivals along with music and 
culture of  the state, said Singh. 

The press release said many 
are expected to come and relish 
the authentic, organic and exotic 
dishes being specially created for 
this occasion. The exotic buffet 
menu has been reasonably priced 
at Rs 500/- only per person.  

Nagaland House Delhi has 
expressed gratitude to Horticul-
ture Department, Government 
of  Nagaland for ensuring that 
organic and fresh fruits and 
vegetables are made available for 
the occasion.

EMN

“Wonder Woman” director Patty 
Jenkins hit back at “Avatar” director James 
Cameron over his criticism of her superhero 
film as “a step backward”.

She says “there is no right and wrong kind 
of powerful woman”, reports vanityfair.com. 

“James Cameron’s inability to understand 
what ‘Wonder Woman’ is, or stands for, to 
women all over the world is unsurprising as, 
though he is a great filmmaker, he is not a 
woman,” Jenkins said on Twitter on Thursday.

She added: “Strong women are great. His 
praise of my film ‘Monster’, and our portrayal 
of a strong yet damaged woman was so ap-
preciated. But if  women have to always be 
hard, tough and troubled to be strong, and we 
aren’t free to be multidimensional or celebrate 
an icon of women everywhere because she is 
attractive and loving, then we haven’t come 
very far have we.

“I believe women can and should be every-
thing just like male lead characters should be. 
There is no right and wrong kind of powerful 
woman. And the massive female audience who 
made the film a hit it is, can surely choose and 
judge their own icons of progress.”

In an interview with The Guardian, Cam-
eron said: “All of the self-congratulatory back-
patting Hollywood’s been doing over ‘Wonder 
Woman’ has been so misguided. She’s an 
objectified icon, and it’s just male Hollywood 
doing the same old thing. 

“I’m not saying I didn’t like the movie,” 
Cameron continued, “but, to me, it’s a step 
backwards.”

IANS

S
inger Katy Perry 
has opened up 
why she decided 
to end her feud 
with DJ-producer 

Calvin Harris.
Earlier this year, she 

teamed up with Harris for 
his hit song “Feels”, but 
the feelings weren’t always 
mutual between the two.

She recalled her “falling 
outs” with the DJ about 
eight years ago during 
which Perry had been 

feuding with his former 
girlfriend Taylor Swift, 
reports people.com.

Speaking with 
Ryan Seacrest on his 
show, Perry ex-

plained: “We’d had little 
falling outs here and there. 
We’d had some public 
Twitter spats … Eight years 
or so had passed. It was 
time to put all that behind 
us.”

In 2011, Perry and Har-
ris previously exchanged 
words on Twitter after 

Harris pulled out of Perry’s 
tour dates. In addition, 
Perry seemingly responded 
to drama between Harris 
and Swift regarding the for-
mer couple’s collaboration 
on his 2016 single “This is 
what you came for”.

The singer also recalled 
how their resolution came 
about. “We just bumped 
into each other and he said, 
‘I think I have a song that 
maybe you should come 
check out,’” Perry said. 

“I was like, ‘Cool,’ be-
cause we had always meant 
to work together for years 
and years and years.”

“I came to the studio 
and he played me a bunch 
of unfinished but really 
solid moments for his new 
record. Then he played me 
this one part for this new 
song called ‘Feels’ and I 
was like, ‘Oh yeah’. This is 
like my favourite song off  
the record. I was just down 
to do it,” she added.

IANS

“G
aga: Five Foot Two”, 
a portrait of  a year in 
the life of  pop star Lady 
Gaga, will release on 
September 22, California-

based internet entertainment company Netflix 
has announced.

The documentary will premiere at this year’s 
Toronto International Film Festival, reports vari-
ety.com.

Chris Moukarbel directed the documentary, 
aimed at showing an unguarded look at Gaga 
through a series of  personal highs and lows and 
the culmination of  a year’s emotional journey.

“It is a rare moment when one is invited 
behind the curtain to witness the raw truth of  
an individual, even more so when that person 
happens to be one of  the most recognizable, 
influential and scrutinised public figures in 
culture today,” said Lisa Nishimura, Vice 
President of  original documentaries for Net-
flix.

“Director Chris Moukarbel deftly brings us 
into Lady Gaga’s intimate world; allowing us 
to experience the drive, conflict, passion, com-
plexity and deeply personal creative process 
behind this singular artist.”

“Gaga: Five Foot Two” is produced by 
Heather Parry for Live Nation Productions, 
Bobby Campbell for Mermaid Films, and 
Moukarbel.

IANS

Lady Gaga 
documentary 
to release in Sept

Brad Pitt’s nude images 
inspired Shania Twain

S
inger Shania Twain says naked 
photographs of actor Brad Pitt 
inspired her for her 1997 hit 
single “That dont impress me 
much”.

The single sarcastically pokes fun at 
a narcissistic suitor’s penchant for caring 
too much about his looks in the second 
verse before Twain sings, “OK, so you’re 
Brad Pitt? That don’t impress me much”.

“You want to know the 
truth about this story? I’ve 
never told this before. I’m 
going to say it now,” bill-
board.com quoted Twain as 
saying. 

“I remember I had a girl 
friend visiting me and it was 

near Christmas and we were baking cook-
ies. I was writing this album and there was 
a scandal of (Pitt) and Gwyneth (Paltrow) 
where there was naked photos of him (in 
Playgirl magazine). 

“And this was like all the rage. I just 
thought ‘I don’t know what all the fuss is 
about’. I’m like, well that don’t impress 
me much, I mean what is all the fuss. We 
see people naked every day. That’s really 
what I thought. 

“I wasn’t picking on Brad Pitt. But 
that was just the association in that 

moment and things we make fusses 
about and whatever. Of course, it 

could have been any gorgeous 
guy,” she added.

IANS
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Upul Tharanga

The Indian football team after winning the Tri-nation football series (AIFF Photo)

Mo Farah of Britain celebrates winning the gold medal.

P.V. Sindhu 

David Villa

11

India holds St. Kitts and 
Nevis to win Tri-nation series

Farah wins final track race after rival trio collide

Sindhu in semis, Srikanth bows out of Badminton Worlds

Villa makes surprise return to Spain squad

Tharanga handed two-ODI ban for slow over-rate

M u m b a i ,  Au g u s t  2 5 
(IANS): India played out 
a 1-1 draw against St.Kitts 
and Nevis to win the Tri-
nation series at the Mum-
bai Football Arena here on 
Thursday.

India forward Jack-
ichand Singh (39th minute) 
helped the hosts take the 
lead with a header from in-
side the box which came of  
a curling cross from Rowlin 
Borges. St.Kitts and Nevis 
substitute Amory Gvaune 
(72nd) found the equaliser 

for the visitors in the sec-
ond half.

With this draw, India 
have stretched their un-
beaten run to 10 matches. 

The visitors started in 
an attacking mode, forcing 
the Indian defenders to 
commit unnecessary fouls. 
The visitors tried to break 
on the counter-attack but 
failed to pose any threat. 

Hansley Tishan played 
well on the right wing for 
the visitors but failed to 
cross the ball at the right 

time. But in no time, India 
changed the tempo of  the 
game to take possession 
and control of  the ball. 
Defender Anas Edathodika 
was taken down by a strong 
challenge in the initial min-
utes but luckily escaped 
without any injury. 

India’s Pritam Kotal 
played a vital role in the 
defence to help his team 
manage to keep the opposi-
tion away from the sight of  
the goal.

At the 20-minute mark, 

Balwant Singh missed a 
spectacular chance to score 
off  a cross by Halicharan 
Narzary but the ball was 
deflected by the visitors’ 
defence.The second-half  
started with India substi-
tute striker Robin Singh 
missing couple of  opportu-
nities and goalkeeper Sub-
rata Paul being duly tested 
by the opponents. 

That would ultimately 
come back to haunt the 
hosts as the visitors fought 
back to equalise.

Mirror Cross word 1575
ACROSS
1.  Went to the bathroom (slang)
6.  French for “already”
10.  Not east
14.  Fruit
15.  Cupid
16.  Nevada city
17.  Freshwater ducks
18.  Floor pads
19.  Persia
20.  Mark of omission
22.  Clothing
24.  Lyricist
25.  Compression ignition engines
26.  California ski resorts
29.  Heap
30.  ____ Alto, California
31.  Put in place again
37.  _____ Baylor, basketball great
39.  Tennessee Valley Authority
40.  Rush
41.  Filamentous green alga
44.  Citizen of Denmark
45.  ____ Nam
46.  Request of God
48.  Defame
52.  Millisecond
53.  Praises enthusiastically
54.  Shabbiest
58.  Italian currency
59.  Thin, glazed slab of clay or 

concrete
61.  Coronary artery
62.  Coagulated blood
63.  French for “summers”
64.  Plant with aromatic seeds
65.  Cloth borders
66.  Travelled on an animal or vehicle
67.  Emperors of Russia
DOWN
1.  Not early
2.  German car maker
3.  Semi precious stone
4.  Mathematical solid whose 

planes are either circles or 
ellipses

5.  Tyrant

6.  To dismiss or resign
7.  Long periods of time
8.  Very small amount or stroke
9.  Attacks
10.  Written commands
11.  Scary
12.  Growl
13.  Musical sounds 
21.  Char
23.  Chewing parts
25.  Monetary unit
26.  Speculation
27.  Corridor

28.  Seaweed or plankton
29.  Turning point
32.  Odorless anasthetic liquid
33.  Daring or bold
34.  Carrying board
35.  Sea eagle
36.  Person who colors cloth
38.  Fictional book
42.  Fractional monetary unit in 

Egypt
43.  Vaulted room in a church
47.  To put in writing
48.  Burp

49.  Send away
50.  J. _____ Thurmond, former 

Senator from South Carolina
51.  Ditches around castles
52.  Former Reagan Attorney 

General Edwin _____
54.  Sleigh
55.  Writer/satirist ___ Bombeck
56.  Mix with spoon
57.  Darkens skin via sun 

exposure
60.  International Trade 

Organization

Sud0Ku 1415
Every Sudoku has a unique solution that can be 
reached logically. Enter numbers into the blank 
spaces so that each row, column and 3x3 box 
contains the numbers 1 to 9.

solutions to sud0ku 1414

solutions to Crossword 1574

Zurich, August 25 (Reu-
ters): Mo Farah won the 
final track race of his career 
by the skin of  his teeth on 
Thursday, clinching a dra-
matic 5,000 metres win after 
three chasing rivals collided 
with each other in the last 
couple of metres.

World champion Muk-
tar Edris, who beat Farah 
at the World Champion-
ships in London two weeks 
ago, was among the trio left 
sprawled on the track in 
the Briton’s wake as Farah 
dived over the line.

With quadruple Ol-
ympic and six-time world 
champion Farah leading 
going into the final straight, 
Ethiopian Edris came pow-
ering through and appeared 
set to snatch victory on the 
line. But Edris tripped after 
being clipped on the shoul-
der by Paul Chelimo as the 
American tried to force his 
way through a gap and he in 
turn bowled over Yomif Ke-
jelcha, another Ethiopian, 
on the outside.

Che l imo s tumbled 
over the line in second and 
Edris’s momentum took 
him over in third.

Britain’s greatest racer 
-- and perhaps the best the 
world has seen too after 10 
global title wins -- will take 
to the roads next season 
to run marathons. Farah 
stayed on Edris’s shoulder 
for almost the whole race as 
they gradually moved up to 
the field, determined not to 
be outsmarted by his rivals.

“It’s amazing to come 

Madrid, August 25 (Reu-
ters): Spain’s all-time top 
scorer David Villa has come 
out of  international retire-
ment after being named in 
the squad for World Cup 
qualifiers against Italy and 
Liechtenstein, national 
team coach Julen Lopetegui 
said on Friday.

New York City FC strik-
er Villa, who hit a record 
59 goals with Spain, an-
nounced his retirement 
from the national team af-
ter the 2014 World Cup, 
having scored in his final 
game against Australia as 
the then world champions 
were knocked out in the 
group stages in Brazil.

He joined the newly 
formed MLS outfit New 
York City in their inaugural 
season in 2015 and has 

Pallekele (Sri Lanka), August 25 
(AFP): Sri Lanka limited-overs captain 
Upul Tharanga was Friday handed a 
two-match ban for a slow over-rate of-
fence during his side’s second straight 
loss to India in the ongoing one-day 
series.

Middle-order batsman Chamara 
Kapugedara will lead the hosts in the 
absence of Tharanga, according to a Sri 
Lanka Cricket (SLC) release.

Test captain Dinesh Chandimal and 
batsman Lahiru Thirimanne have also 
been inducted into the squad for the 
remaining matches of  the five-match 
series.

Opener Danushka Gunathilaka, 
who injured his shoulder while fielding 
in the second match, has been ruled out 
as he needs “approximately 10 days” to 

Glasgow,  Augus t  25 
(IANS): Continuing her 
good run, India’s P.V. Sind-
hu won her quarter-finals 
match to advance while 
Kidambi Srikanth lost his 
men’s singles encounter 
and bowed out of the World 
Badminton Championships 
here on Friday.

Sindhu, fourth seed, 
defeated fifth seed Sun Yu 
of  China 21-14, 21-9 in a 
match which lasted around 
40 minutes. She will now 
take on Chen Yufei of Chi-
na, who continued her win-
ning run by beating eighth 
seed Ratchanok Intanon 
Thailand 14-21, 21-16, 21-
12.

In the other match, the 
Guntur player was beaten 
by top seed Son Wan Ho of  
South Korea 21-14, 21-18 in 
48 minutes.

Srikanth never looked 
in the contention in the 
first game as the South Ko-
rean star outplayed him in 
every department. But in 
the second game, Srikanth 
gave some fight before sur-
rendering.

Five-time winner Lin 
Dan also defeated Wong 
Wing Ki Vincent to reach 
the semifinals.

The 33-year-old player 
defeated the 12th-seeded 
Wong from Hong Kong 21-
17, 21-18.

The 2008, 2012 Olym-
pic champion will now face 
top seed Son Wan Ho of  
South Korea, who beat Sri-
kanth earlier.

away with a win today,” 
Farah told reporters.

“I’ve been resting up 
and watching Edris, what 
tactics he normally uses, 
studying, working out and 
tonight the game plan was 
to sit on him and make him 
do a lot of  the work,” he 
added. “Going into the last 
lap, the plan was not to give 
anyone an inch, and that’s 
what I did.” “I will really 
miss it but everything must 
come to an end sometime.”

There was plenty of  
drama elsewhere, not least 
in the 400 metres which was 
won by Botswana’s Isaac 
Makwala who was barred 
from the same event in Lon-
don by the IAAF after fall-
ing ill despite the athlete 
saying he was fit to run.

Olympic champion 
Ruth Jebet, fifth in London, 

ran the second-fastest time 
in history in the women’s 
3,000 metres steeplechase, 
the Bahraini winning in 
8:55.29, nearly 20 seconds 
ahead of  fourth-placed 
world champion Emma 
Coburn of  the United 
States.

Justin Gatlin, who up-
staged Usain Bolt in the Ja-
maican’s final 100 metres in 
London, was fourth in his 
race, won by Britain’s Chi-
jindu Ujah in 9.97 seconds.

Dafne Schippers, world 
champion in the 200 metres, 
was also fourth as Shaunae 
Miller-Uibo produced a 
late surge over the last few 
metres to win in a Baha-
mas record time of  21.88 
seconds. Olympic cham-
pion Elaine Thompson was 
second. Norway’s Karsten 
Warholm, a surprise world 

champion in the 400 metres 
hurdles, was upstaged by 
Kyron McMaster of  Brit-
ish Virgin Islands after he 
faltered at the eighth barrier.

Timothy Cheruiyot, sil-
ver medallist in London, 
won the men’s 1,500 me-
tres while world champion 
and fellow Kenyan Elijah 
Manangoi was third. There 
were no surprises, however, 
in the women’s 800 metres 
where South African Caster 
Semenya powered into the 
lead with around 200 me-
tres left to win comfortably.

Other world champions 
who celebrated their tri-
umphs in style included Qa-
tar’s Mutaz Essa Barshim 
who won the high jump 
with 2.36 metres and Sam 
Kendricks of  the United 
States who took the pole 
vault with 5.87 metres.

scored 19 goals in 23 starts 
this season.

Villa takes the place of  
Diego Costa, who has not 
linked up with Chelsea for 
the new season due to a 
dispute with coach Antonio 
Conte, while AC Milan 
midfielder Suso has earned 
a first call up.

Chelsea defender Mar-
cos Alonso was left out 
of  the squad despite Lo-
petegui going to watch him 
in action against Tottenham 
Hotspur last week.

“We believe that calling 
up Villa is necessary and 
appropriate,” Lopetegui 
told a news conference. 
“He’ll give us extra mobility 
up front and above all he’ll 
contribute his enthusiasm. 
We hope and believe he will 
help us.”

recover.
The hosts went down to India 

by three wickets in the rain-hit 
match in Pallekele on Thursday to 

trail the series 2-0.
The Virat Kohli-led side achieved 

their revised 231-run target in 44.2 overs 
which were bowled in over three hours 
and 30 minutes.

The visitors slipped from 109-0 to 
131-7 before an unbeaten 100-run eight-
wicket partnership between Mahendra 
Singh Dhoni and Bhuvneshwar Kumar 
pulled the team through.

Sri Lanka were found three overs 
short by match referee Andy Pycroft as 
the International Cricket Council rules 
stipulate that teams should finish their 
50 overs within three-and-a-half  hours.

Tharanga has recently served a two-
match suspension during the Champi-
ons Trophy in June after Sri Lanka were 
found guilty of  slow over-rate during 
their opener against South Africa.



Profiles of boxing legend Floyd Mayweather and mixed martial arts icon Conor McGregor, who face each 
other in Las Vegas on August 26, 2017.
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KOHIMA FOOTBALL LEAGUE 

Forerunners’ FC salvage a draw against Nagabazar FC

Ronaldo wins UEFA 
Player of the Year award

Messi can sign contract 
when he wants, says Pique

Recruitment rally 
for sports person

Barcelona agree $125 million deal for Dembele

Hype meets reality as Mayweather, 
McGregor face off in Las Vegas

Player of Forerunners' FC and Nagabazar FC (blue) in action at the Kohima local ground on Friday.
EM Images

Las Vegas, August 25 
(AFP): Hype will collide 
with reality here Saturday 
as boxing legend Floyd 
Mayweather  takes  on 
mixed martial arts super-
star Conor McGregor in a 
battle of combat sport kings 
tipped to be the richest fight 
in history.

A little over two months 
after the fight was con-
firmed in June, Mayweather 
and McGregor will touch 
gloves at Las Vegas's T-
Mobile Arena in a 12-round 
boxing contest which will 
be beamed to more than 200 
countries and territories.

Fight promoters have 
breathlessly talked about 
the bout surpassing the $600 
million (508 million euros) 
generated by Mayweather's 
2015 fight with Manny Pac-
quiao, insisting that interest 
has been off  chart.

"This is the biggest event 
that has ever happened in 
combat sports," said Dana 
White, the chief  executive 
of MMA's Ultimate Fight-
ing Championship.

"This fight will reach 
over a billion homes world-
wide."

Ringside seats were be-
ing offered on secondary 
ticket markets for an eye-
watering $100,250 apiece 
as of Thursday, even though 
some 1,700 seats in the 
20,000-capacity venue re-
mained unsold.

Millions of  fans across 

the United States mean-
while are expected to shell 
out $99.95 to watch the 
fight on pay-per-view tele-
vision, the most important 
economic engine of  the 
spectacle.
- Freakshow or fight? –

The sense of  anticipa-
tion has endured despite 
an unrelenting chorus of  
disparagement across the 
boxing world.

Farce. Freakshow. Cir-
cus. Mismatch. Rip-off. Bad 
for boxing.

It has been impossible 
to follow the build-up to the 
fight without being made 
aware of the near-universal 
tide of derision

A cursory glance at the 
tale of the tape explains the 
cynicism.

Mayweather, 40, is one 
of  the most skilled boxers 
of his generation, a master 
of  ringcraft who retired in 
2015 after a glittering 21-
year career with a perfect 
49-0 record.

McGregor, a two-time 
world champion in UFC, 
has never boxed profes-
sionally and has looked 
awkward and ungainly dur-
ing training camp sparring 
sessions.

He has demonstrated 
punching power in the 
UFC, but has never faced 
an opponent as elusive as 
Mayweather.

Anything other than a 
convincing Mayweather 

win will be regarded as a 
surprise; a McGregor vic-
tory a monumental upset.

Yet the millions who 
will gladly part with their 
cash to watch the fight in 
the arena or on television do 
not appear to be bothered 
by the possibility that they 
may be taken for an expen-
sive ride.
- 'Something incredible' –

Stephen Espinoza, 
the head of  cable network 
Showtime Sports which 
is selling the fight on pay-
per-view in the US, said 
many would tune in on the 
off-chance of  witnessing 
"something incredible."

"We did some focus 
group testing, and the ca-
sual fans were absolutely 
adamant," Espinoza said. 
"Their response almost uni-
versally was 'We don't care 
if  it's a mismatch. We don't 
care if  it's non-competitive 
-- if  there's a .01 chance 
that something incredible 
could happen, we need to 
watch it.'

"And that's why they're 
going to watch it."

Irrespective of  the out-
come, the two men at the 
centre of the action will be 
laughing all the way to the 
bank.

If  pay-per-view targets 
are met, Mayweather could 
earn as much as $200 mil-
lion, pushing his career 
earnings towards $1 billion.

McGregor, who four 

Our correspondent
Ko h i m a ,  A u g u s t  2 5 
(EMN): A late goal from 
Akum helped Forerun-
ners’ FC secure a 1-1 draw 
against Nagabazar FC at 
the Kohima local ground 
on Friday.

The late point allowed 
Forerunners’ FC to move 
above Power Comm in 7th 
place in the league stand-
ing, having 6 points from 6 
matches. While Nagabazar 
missed the chance to retain 
the top four with the draw 
as they sit in 5th place with 
7 points and 4 points behind 
the league leaders United 
16 FC.

Forerunners’ FC made 
the brighter start of  the 
two teams and had the best 
chance in the first half when 
Keninguzo hit the wood-
work with a curling effort. 
But a goal through midfield-
er Kameirang Kamei gave 
Nagabazar the advantage 
in the first half  when his 
teammate’s shot hit the post 
and an unmarked Kamei 
headed the rebound into the 
back of the net.

Nagabazar came back 
stronger in the second half  
and made numerous at-
tempts that resulted in a 
penalty but Ketholetuo 
Dzeyie shot the ball wide in 

years ago was living off  
unemployment benefit in 
Dublin before his emer-
gence as a star of  MMA, 
could pocket $100 million.

A gaudy "Money Belt" 
is also up for grabs to the 
winner, comprising 3,360 
diamonds, 600 sapphires, 
300 emeralds mounted in 
1.5 kilos of  solid gold and 
set in alligator leather.

Both fighters engaged 
in a global publicity tour 
to drum up interest in the 
fight last month that was 
marked by a series of lurid 
verbal exchanges, ranging 
from expletives and homo-
phobic slurs to allegations 
of racism.

Yet a final press con-
ference between the two 
fighters on Wednesday saw 
something close to an out-
break of  civility, with both 
men refraining from the 
trash-talking in a strangely 
subdued showdown.

McGregor insists that 
he is ready to stun the scep-
tics by knocking out May-
weather inside two rounds.

"I will go forward and 
put the pressure on and 
break this old man," Mc-
Gregor said.

"I don't see him lasting 
two rounds. I think I could 
end him in one round if  I 
want. Everyone is going 
to eat their words on Sat-
urday."

A relaxed-looking May-
weather was unfazed by 
McGregor's warnings of  
impending calamity, instead 
reminding the Irishman 
that he had faced plenty of  
explosive punchers through 
his career -- and emerged 
victorious.

"We can both do a lot of  
talking, but it comes down 
to the skills," said May-
weather, a 1/4 favourite 
with some bookmakers.

"After 21 years I've been 
hit with everything and I'm 
still right here. One thing 
you must know about com-
bat sports, if  you give it, you 
must be able to take it.

"I go out there and do 
what I do. I've been here 
before and fought many dif-
ferent fighters with different 
styles.

"There have been plenty 
of  guys who talked a lot 
of  trash, but when it's all 
said and done, I came out 
victorious."

the 65th minute. Razoulhu-
lie Rosario Sote also came 
close when he missed a 
golden chance as he came 
one on one with the keeper 
but shot the ball wide.

Forurunners’ FC turn-
ing point came in the last 
minutes as Akum scored the 
equalising goal in the 87th 
minute to salvage a draw 
against Nagabazar FC.

Nagabazar FC had a 
hard luck in the match as 
the team looked threatening 
in the second half, talisman 
Kezhose went on close nu-
merous times but failed to 
find the back of the net and 
the Forerunners escaped a 
narrow defeat.

A yellow card was cau-
tioned to Anoto Kweho of  
Nagabazar FC during the 

match.
Linda Solo, Director, 

Youth Resources and Sports 
was the match patron of  
the day.

Saturday's matches
Kohima Town Club 

(KTC) vs Kohi ma District 
Football Vet eran Association 

(KDFVA) at 12 pm.
Khriekesa FC and 

Ziekezou SC at 3 pm

M o n a c o,  A u g u s t  2 5 
(IANS): Real Madrid and 
Portugal forward Cristiano 
Ronaldo was named the 
UEFA Player of  the Year 
here.

Ronaldo, who took the 
award on Thursday night, 
helped Real win the UEFA 
Champions League for a 
second successive time last 
season and also won Euro-
pean Championships with 
Portugal last year.

Ronaldo was shortlist-
ed along with Juventus' 
Gianluigi Buffon and FC 
Barcelona's Lionel Messi 
for the award.

Ronaldo scored five 
goals in the quarterfinal 
victory over Bayern Mu-
nich, with a hat trick in the 
second leg at the Bernabeu.

Lieke Martens was 
named UEFA Women's 
Player of the Year after lead-
ing the Netherlands to the 
2017 Women's Euro title 
this summer on home soil.

Other awards won on 
Thursday night:

Best Goalkeeper of  the 
2016/17 UEFA Champions 
League season: Gianluigi 
Buffon (Juventus);

Best Defender of  the 
2016/17 UEFA Champi-
ons League season: Sergio 
Ramos (Real Madrid);

Best Midfielder of  the 
2016/17 UEFA Champions 
League season: Luka Mo-
dric (Real Madrid);

Best Forward of  the 
2016/17 UEFA Champions 
League season: Cristiano 
Ronaldo (Real Madrid).

Barcelona, August 25 (Re-
uters): Lionel Messi is not 
about to leave Barcelona 
despite taking his time to 
sign a new contract with the 
Liga side, teammate Gerard 
Pique said on Thursday, 
saying that the Argentine 
“loves the club more than 
anybody”.

The five-times world 
player of the year and Bar-
ca’s all-time leading goal-
scorer agreed a bumper new 
deal with the club on July 5 
until 2021, which included 
a buy-out clause of 300 mil-
lion euros ($354 million), 
although he has not yet 
signed the agreement. Until 
Messi puts pen to paper on 
the deal he could be plucked 
from Barca if  a club pays his 
current release clause, set at 
250 million euros, as Paris 
St Germain did in signing 
Neymar for a world record 
fee of 222 million euros.

The 30-year-old could 
even agree to leave the club 
for free as early as Janu-
ary, as his current contract 
expires in June of next year.

Messi’s delay in signing 
the new deal more than six 
weeks after agreeing terms 
has sparked panic among 
Barca fans, with it being 
taken as a sign of discontent 
after the departure of  his 
strike partner Neymar and 
the club’s failure to bolster 
their squad so far.

Pique, however, said he 
is unconcerned by the delay.

“Everyone has the right 
to sign when they want, and 
we hope he signs it as soon 
as possible but I’m not wor-
ried at all about his contract, 
because I know him and I 
know what he’s like,” Pique 

Dimapur, August 25 (EMN): The 
Directorate General of  Assam 
Rifles Shillong will be conduct-
ing a recruitment rally at Laitkor, 
(recruitment branch), Shillong 
for Meritorious Sports persons 
who won medals in International 
Championship/National/ Inter 
University tournament/National 
Sports/Games for schools and 
Physical Efficiency Drive from 
September 30, 2017. This was 
informed in a press note by State’s 
Youth Resources & Sports director 
Linda Solo on Friday.

Barcelona, August 25 
(AFP): Ousmane Dem-
bele brought an end to 
protracted transfer talks 
by agreeing a five-year 
deal with Barcelona 
worth 105 million euros 
($125 million) plus add-
ons, the Spanish giants 
announced Friday.

Dembele, 20, moves 
from Borussia Dort-
mund, where he has 
been suspended since 
he boycotted training 
on August 10 in protest 
after the German club 
rejected Barca's first 

bid.
T h e  a d d - o n s 

amount to a maximum 
of  42 million euros, ac-
cording to Dortmund, 
which  would  make 
it the second biggest 
transfer in history after 
Neymar's move From 
Barca to Paris Saint-
Germain earlier this 
month.

"FC Barcelona and 
Bor ussia  Dor tmund 
have reached an agree-
ment for the transfer of  
Ousmane Dembele for 
105 million euros plus 

add-ons," Barca said in 
a statement.

"The player will sign 
a five-year contract and 
his buy-out clause is set 
at 400 million euros."

The winger, capped 
seven times by France, 
will arrive in Barcelona 
on Sunday and undergo 
a medical on Monday.

Barca were in des-
perate need for rein-
forcements since being 
caught cold by Ney-
mar's decision to join 
PSG for a world record 
222 million euros.

AP/PTI

Madrid's forward 
Cristiano Ronaldo of 
Portugal, holds his 
"best player of the 
year" trophy during 
the UEFA Champions 
League draw at the 
Grimaldi Forum, in 
Monaco on Thursday.

told reporters at a public-
ity event for Pokerstars on 
Thursday. “He loves the 
club more than anybody 
else.”

Pique also said there 
was no mutiny between the 
Barca squad and the club’s 
hierarchy over the manner 
of Neymar’s departure and 
the subsequent fallout, in 
which the club has revealed 
plans to sue the Brazilian 
for breach of contract.

Hours after the an-
nouncement, Pique, Messi 
and Luis Suarez posted 
photos on social media with 
Neymar on his return to the 
city, which has been report-
ed in the Spanish media as 
an affront against the board.

“It was a coincidence, a 
normal photo. Neymar is a 
former team mate but also a 
friend. If  we wanted to send 
a message to the board we 
would have sat down with 
them in private,” Pique said.

“Everything has been 
taken out of  context. We 
aren’t angry with the club 
and there’s no lack of com-
munication. I said it before: 
we need to come together, 
the club is doing the best it 
can (to sign new players). 
Until the transfer window 
closes we have to trust them 
and see what happens.”


