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WEATHER
temperature

min.Max. Max.min.
aizawl 28° 20°

agartala 32° 25°

gangtok 28° 17°

guwahati 34° 26°

imphal 28° 21°

itanagar 29° 24°

shillong 25° 19°

delhi 34° 27°

Kolkata 33° 26°

chennai 34° 27°

 max:  min:
KOHIma 26° 19°
dImapur 32° 26°
 rF:  rH:
KOHIma 3mm 94%
dImapur 1mm 93%
* Rainfall (RF) * Relative humidity (RH)
Temperature in State Capitals
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Dominic Yazokie

'Right to privacy a fundamental right' ACAUT alleges TR Zeliang 
withholding RTI reply

Konyak Union 
against making 
Aadhaar mandatory 

Social media gig was for ‘transparency,’ claims CM 

RBI to issue new 
Rs 200 notes today

Rishang Keishing laid to rest

IPR officer passes away

Just taking some medicine  
to get into revolution mood 

for the rally.

Memorial service of Rishang Keishing being held at Manipur Baptist Convention 
Church in Imphal on Thursday.
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Govt has not given right to release 
data to anyone: prasad | p8

People are not disturbed 
by things, but by the 

view they take of them. 
Epictetus

New Delhi, August 24 (IANS): 
In a major boost to individual free-
dom, the Supreme Court on Friday 
declared that right to privacy was a 
fundamental right and protected as 
an intrinsic part of life and personal 
liberty and freedoms guaranteed by 
Constitution.

Rejecting the government's 
contention that privacy was not a 
fundamental right, a nine-judge 
Constitution bench unanimously 
overturned two earlier rulings in 
the M.P. Sharma and Kharak Sin-
gh cases that held that the right to 
privacy was not protected by the 
Constitution.

"The right to privacy is protect-
ed as an intrinsic part of the right to 
life and personal liberty under Arti-
cle 21 and as a part of the freedoms 
guaranteed by Part III of the Con-
stitution. Decisions subsequent to 
Kharak Singh which enunciated 
the above (line) lay down the cor-
rect position in law," the bench 
headed by Chief Justice J.S. Khe-
har said.

There were six judgements 
written by the nine judges but all of  
them were unanimous in asserting 
that right to privacy was a funda-
mental right.

The other judges in the bench 
were Justices J. Chelameswar, S.A. 
Bobde, R.K. Agrawal, Rohinton F. 
Nariman, A.M. Sapre, D.Y. Chan-
drachud, S.K. Kaul and S. Abdul 
Nazeer. They were ruling on peti-
tions filed by retired Karnataka 
High Court judge Justice K.S. Put-
taswamy and others against the un-
ion government on the issue.

In his ruling, Justice Kaul said: 
"Let the right of privacy, an inher-
ent right, be unequivocally a funda-
mental right embedded in part III 
of the Constitution but subject to 

the restrictions specified, relatable 
to that part. This is the call of to-
day. The old order changeth yield-
ing place to new." 

Writing for four judges, includ-
ing the Chief Justice, Justice Chan-
drachud observed that the conten-
tion by the union government and 
the states supporting it that it was 
not necessary to read a constitu-
tional right to privacy into the fun-
damental rights as betraying lack of  
understanding of the reason why 
rights were protected in the first 
place in the Indian Constitution as 
part of fundamental rights.

The Centre and some states had 
argued that there was a statutory re-
gime by virtue of which the right to 
privacy was adequately protected. 
It was also sought to be fortified by 
contending that privacy was merely 
a common law right and the statu-
tory protection reflected that.

"Elevating a right to the posi-
tion of a constitutionally protected 
right places it beyond the pale of  
legislative majorities. When a con-
stitutional right such as the right to 
equality or right to life assumes the 
character of being a part of the ba-
sic structure of the Constitution, it 
assumes inviolable status: inviola-
bility even in the face of the power 
of amendment. Ordinary legisla-
tion is not beyond the pale of legis-
lative modification.

"A statutory right can be modi-
fied, curtailed or annulled by a sim-
ple enactment of the legislature. In 
other words, statutory rights are 
subject to the compulsion of legis-
lative majorities. The purpose of in-
fusing a right with a constitutional 
element is precisely to provide it a 
sense of immunity from popular 
opinion and, as its reflection, from 
legislative annulment."

The four judges also rejected 
the government's argument placed 
by the then Attorney General 
Mukul Rohatgi that the right to pri-
vacy was an elitist construct.

"The Attorney General argued 
before us that the right to privacy 
must be forsaken in the interest of  
welfare entitlements provided by 
the State. In our view, the submis-
sion that the right to privacy is an 
elitist construct which stands apart 
from the needs and aspirations of  
the large majority constituting the 
rest of society, is unsustainable.

"This submission betrays a mis-
understanding of the constitutional 
position. Our Constitution places 
the individual at the forefront of its 
focus, guaranteeing civil and politi-
cal rights in Part III and embodying 
an aspiration for achieving socio-
economic rights in Part IV. The re-
frain that the poor need no civil and 
political rights and are concerned 
only with economic well-being 
has been utilised though history 
to wreak the most egregious viola-
tions of  human rights."

They held that the right to 
question, the right to scrutinize 
and the right to dissent enabled an 
informed citizenry to scrutinize 
the actions of  the government. 

"Those who are governed are 
entitled to question those who gov-
ern, about the discharge of  their 
constitutional duties including in 
the provision of  socio-economic 
welfare benefits. The theory that 
civil and political rights are sub-
servient to socio-economic rights 
has been urged in the past and has 
been categorically rejected ... by 
this court."

The judges said civil and po-
litical rights and socio-economic 
rights do not exist in a state of  

antagonism as they they "are com-
plementary and not mutually ex-
clusive".

Dealing with the essential na-
ture of  privacy, the judges held 
that privacy represents the core of  
human personality and recognizes 
the ability of  each individual to 
make choices and take decisions 
governing matters intimate and 
personal.

About informational privacy, 
the judges observed that apart from 
national security, the State may 
have justifiable reasons for collec-
tion and storage of  data. 

"But the data has to be utilised 
for legitimate purposes and not 
unauthorisedly for extraneous pur-
poses. This will ensure legitimate 
concerns of  the State are duly safe-
guarded while, at the same time, 
protecting privacy concerns.

"Prevention and investigation 
of  crime and protection of  the 
revenue are among the legitimate 
aims of  the State."

They held informational pri-
vacy a facet of  the right to privacy 
and said there were dangers to it 
in an age of  information "not only 
from the State but from non-State 
actors as well".

"We commend to the Union 
Government the need to examine 
and put into place a robust regime 
for data protection."

In his judgement, Justice 
Chelameswar said all liberal de-
mocracies believe that the State 
should not have unqualified au-
thority to intrude into certain as-
pects of human life.

"Fundamental rights are the 
only constitutional firewall to pre-
vent State's interference with those 
core freedoms constituting liberty 
of a human being."

Dimapur, August 24 
(EMN): The ACAUT on 
Thursday alleged that the 
chief  minister have been 
withholding information 
on details of  authority giv-
en for withdrawal of mon-
ey issued  by the Finance 
Department although the 
RTI application was filed 
in April 2017.

The ACAUT in their 
press release stated that  the 
RTI application was filed 
on 6th April 2017 in the 
Finance Department seek-
ing information pertaining 
to 'drawal authorities'  on 
additional funds allocated 
during 2016-17

The organisation has 
claimed that it is yet to 
receive the reply and on 
meeting the OSD of the 
department to enquire it 
claimed that "OSD very 
honestly revealed that the 
RTI was with T.R. Zeliang, 
then Finance in-charge, for 
review".

It therefore filed a com-
plaint with the "Appellate 
Authority, the Finance 
Commissioner on 8/6/17" 
but the finance department 
it is yet to furnish the reply. 

The OSD expressed his 
helplessness and said that 
the RTI file was still with 
T.R. Zeliang, and that there 
was nothing he could do 
about it. 

In their query the 
members of the ACAUT 
had asked for the copy 
of all the drawal author-

ity orders issued by the 
FD with respect to all the 
departments wef 1st April 
2016 to March 2017; Ad-
ditional Funds allotted 
during 2016-17 with rel-
evant documents; Names 
of the departments; Name 
of the project proposals; 
Total amount project and 
department-wise; Funds 
released to flagship pro-
grammes during 2016-17; 
Name of the department; 
Amount of Central share; 
Amount of state share 
both current and backlog; 
and the a copy each of the 
budget document of  2016 
and 2017. 

The ACAUT therefore 
questioned  why the Chief  
Minister is "withholding 
information" and what is 
there in the Finance De-
partment "that he is trying 
to hide". 

"The ACAUT Na-
galand demands that the 
Chief Minister T.R. Zeli-
ang immediately release the 
RTI information and clear 
his name", it further stated.

Questions former 
Minister PWD (R&B)
Meanwhile, in another 
press release ACAUT ques-
tioned the statements of  
former minister of  PWD 
(Roads and Bridges) in the 
month of May that only 
Rs. 40 crores were ear-
marked for maintenance 
but the department had 
made withdrawals amount-

ing to Rs. 72 crore.
"....  according to the 

newspaper publication on 
21st May 2016 the then 
Road and Bridges Minister 
in a press conference stated 
that one of the factors re-
sponsible for the bad road 
conditions in the state was 
due to change in funding 
pattern and due to which 
the R&B department fund 
for maintenance has come 
down to just Rs. 40 Crore 
since 2015," stated the press 
release.

However, hte autor-
ity for withdrawal issued 
by the finance department 
indicates that the Dept. of  
had  had made two with-
drawals of  "Rs 3242.50 
(Rupees 32 Crore, 42 lakhs 
and 50,000) and 2000.00 
Lakh (20 Crore only) to-
taling to an amount of  
Rs.5242.50 lakh (52 crore, 
42 lakh and 50,000)" for 
maintenance for roads un-
der various Divisions in the 
month of March.  

It stated that the Roads 
and Bridges department  
again made a withdrawal 
of 20 Crore on 12th Dec. 
2016 under maintenance 
of roads, making the total 
to Rs. 72 crore.

It therefore questioned 
the former minister why 
he said that under the new 
funding pattern the "allot-
ment for road maintenance 
was under 40 crore" when 
the department had  totally 
withdrawn over 72 crore. 

Kohima, August 24 
(EMN): Additional Direc-
tor of Information & Public 
Relations (DIPR), Dominic 
Yazokie passed away Thurs-
day afternoon in Kohima 
following a brief illness. He 
was 59 and is survived by 
his wife, three sons and two 
daughters.

Yazokie had earlier 
served as a lecturer in Ko-
hima Arts College, tourist 
officer in the department 
of  Tourism, as PRO New 
Delhi from 1985 till 2000, 
then came back to Naga-
land as deputy director IPR 
and got promoted to the 
post of  additional director 
IPR in 2016. Besides his 
professional career, he was 
also said to have been as-
sociated to benevolent and 

Dimapur, Aug 14 (EMN): 
The Konyak Union has on 
Thursday severely criti-
cised making Aadhaar 
card mandatory and that 
it will not allow any 'insti-
tution to make it manda-
tory under its jurisdiction' 
stating that it should be 
voluntary since it infringes 
on an individual's privacy 
and also 'intrudes' on hu-
man dignity.

" The Konyak Union 
also direct that no institu-
tion within Konyak juris-
diction can enforce Aad-
haar card as mandatory," 
stated the press statement 
from Konyak union.

The statement also 
comes in  the backdrop 
of  the recent demand by 
security forces to produce 
Aadhaar cards to cross the 
border into Mon district 
for Konyak Nagas from 
beyond the border with 
Myanmar who had come 
to procure essential com-
modities.

The union while la-
menting the existence of  
imaginary lines that has 
divided the Konyak into 
"international halves" the 
union stated that such 
restriction on non pos-
session of  Aadhaar cards 
should not be repeated or 
be imposed within its ju-
risdiction.

The union also cited 
the Supreme Court order 
that the Aadhaar card 
scheme is purely volun-
tary and it cannot be made 
mandatory till the matter 
is finally decided by the 
court which need to be 
upheld. 

The union questioned 
if  Aadhaar can discipline 
the "sovereignty of  the 
Nation", when the sole 
purpose of  Aadhaar card 
is to "ascertain/legitimise" 
the actual beneficiary for 
direct benefit transfer. 

So it has got nothing 
to do in "disciplining the 
citizen" moreover  when 
such numbers are pro-
vided to "any immigrants 
randomly".

The union also ap-
pealed to the Nagaland 
Baptist Churches Council 

to be "cautious"  and re-
think on the " issuance of  
the unique identity num-
ber based on the biblical 
context " although the 
core objective of  the Aad-
haar card is " simply to 
avail services and benefits 
". " The concept of  a Di-
rect benefit transfer is ap-
plaud able but practically 
not possible as it requires 
time, " it stated.

The union  stated that 
Nagas cannot "go in par-
allel with the mainland 
Indians" and that the Kon-
yak public in particular 
and the Nagas in general 
should not be " victimised 
on such hurried & rush 
policy ".

The Konyak Union is 
also of  the opinion that 
the "Aadhaar policy in-
vades our Right to pri-
vacy" and added "Such 
policy intrudes our human 
dignity, privacy & rights". 

It also added the 
Nagaland government 
should conduct thorough 
research on its implication 
upon the Naga rights, cus-
tom, norms and practices 
keeping in view that it the 
policy is  yet to be cleared 
by a constitutional bench. 

The unions also re-
minded the government 
about Article 371(A) that 
provides special provi-
sions for Nagaland and 
questioned the state Gov-
ernment how Aadhaar 
card policy was readily ac-
cepted. 

"Interestingly & sur-
prisingly, Aadhar card had 
not been imposed in the 
state of  Assam. Nagaland 
Government may instead 
have its separate Naga 
identification code if  at all 
it has to link with its bene-
ficiaries in availing welfare 
scheme". it further stated. 

The apex union of  the 
Konyaks also appealed 
"Naga scholars, lawyers, 
intellectuals & politician" 
to seriously ponder upon 
the unique identity num-
bers and its implication 
upon our Naga society 
and aspiration.  It stated 
,"Our dream for self  deter-
mination is at stake".

Dimapur, August 24 (EMN): Chief  
Minister TR Zeliang has explained 
that his much-publicized “entry into 
social media” was “focussed on good 
local governance” to “move the so-
ciety” toward a “more transparent” 
and “collaborative” future.

The chief  minister’s office issued 
a press release on Thursday acknowl-
edging social media has brought a 
“progressive shift” in the way govern-
ments around the world communi-
cate and engage with their citizens. 

‘Highlighting his entry into social 
media, the chief  minister recalled that 
the idea of  his entry into social media 
was focussed on good local govern-
ance with the motive to set a prec-
edent for a new era of  government-
citizen engagement and to move the 
society towards a more transparent 
and collaborative future,’ the press re-
lease asserted.

That aside, the press release has 
informed that the chief  minister con-

vened a meeting at his residential 
office “to oversee the status of  road 
maintenance and renovation in the 
state.” 

With the government “all revved 
up” to “streamline the working sys-
tem for infrastructure development, 
transparency and good governance,” 
the press release stated, a seminar has 
been scheduled. The PWD (Road 
& Bridges), National Highway, Na-
galand State Disaster Management 
Agency, National Highways & Infra-
structure Development Corporation 
Limited, Border Roads Organisation 
etc., will be highlighting “the details 
of  their work,” the press release stat-
ed vaguely.

Zeliang has announced that the 
purpose of  organizing the seminar 
was to bring to the knowledge of  the 
public ‘which implementing agency 
is responsible for which road, and 
also to identify the number of  roads 
under respective implementing agen-

cy during which various civil socie-
ties, tribal Hohos and NGOs will also 
be invited.’

"Problem with road connectiv-
ity is the one issue mostly raised 
by the public on Social Media and 
all Government Departments con-
cerned with roadways are bound to 
make their activities public to main-
tain transparency,” the chief  minister 
added.

The politician has appealed to the 
citizens of  the state to be ‘more posi-
tive in their approach while question-
ing’ the government “since roadways 
are the only means of  transport in the 
State the genuine problem faced by 
the Public will be addressed on prior-
ity basis."

The chief  minister has directed 
“all the nodal departments particu-
larly related to road connectivity to 
fully utilize the available machinery 
and manpower under their respective 
Department,” the press release stated. 

Mumbai, August 24 (IANS): The 
new Rs 200 notes will be in circu-
lation from Friday, the Reserve 
Bank of  India (RBI) announced 
on Thursday.

The Rs 200 denomination 
banknote in the Mahatma Gan-
dhi (New) series will bear the sig-
nature of  RBI Governor Urjit R. 
Patel and will be initially issued 
by select RBI offices and some 
banks. 

It has the motif  of  the Sanchi 
Stupa on the reverse while its base 
colour is bright yellow. 

The note has other designs 
and geometric patterns aligning 
with the overall colour scheme, 
both at the obverse and reverse.

The move is aimed at increas-
ing the circulation of  smaller de-
nomination notes.

The RBI said the introduction 
of  new denomination and design 
is done keeping in mind factors 
like ease of  transactions, replace-
ment of  soiled banknotes, infla-
tion and the need to check coun-
terfeiting.

Noting that the optimal sys-
tem of denominations of  cur-
rency is one that minimises 
their number "and concurrently 
increase the probability of  prof-
fering exact change", the central 
bank said that "in the lower end of  
the denomination series, Rs 200 is 
the missing one."

"There is a logical need to 
introduce the missing denomina-
tion of  Rs 200, which will make 
the present currency system more 
efficient."

Our Correspondent
Imphal, August 24 (EMN): For-
mer Chief  Minister and a member 
of  first Lok Sabha Rishang Keish-
ing was laid to rest at his residence 
Mantripukhuri in the outskirts of  
Imphal town this afternoon with 
full state honours.

 Prior to the formal burial cer-
emony, a state funeral service was 
organised within the compound of  
Mantripukhuri residence wherein 
state Chief  Minister Nongthom-
bam Biren Singh led hundreds of  
people in paying tributes to the de-
parted soul.

Speaking in the tribute ser-
vice Chief  Minister Biren said he 
would try to make late Rishang’s 
principles and wishes a reality. 

Recalling late Rishang’s posi-
tive remark on his government’s 
move to build up hill valley rap-
port under the banner ‘Go to Hills’ 
during his last meeting with the 
veteran politician in the hospi-
tal, he said he would never forget 
his last words and advice for the 
peaceful coexistence in the state. 
He would be ever remembered 
as an ideal Parliamentarian and 
a high-principled Chief  Minister 
forever by the country, he added.

Earlier in the day, his body 
was brought to Congress Bhavan 
where Manipur Pradesh congress 
Committee (MPCC) President TN 
Haokip and former chief  minister 
and opposition leader O Ibobi Sin-
gh led congress leaders and work-
ers paid last tribute to the veteran 
political leader. 

Later a memorial service was 
held at the Manipur Baptist Con-
vention (MBC) church in Imphal 

where his son Victor Keishing, a 
former parliamentary secretary 
narrated his father’s wish to live 
every communities cutting across 
party line and religion together 
peacefully. A brief  condolence 
service was also observed at the 
Adimjati ashram located near 
MBC church. 

Manipur Chief  Minister N. 
Biren Singh, opposition leader and 
former Chief  Minister Okram Ibo-
bi Singh and many others attended 
the funeral. 

Deputy Chief  Minister Y 
Joykumar, Ministers, MLAs, ex-
MLAs, top civil and police officers 
and a large number of  people and 
well-wishers also took take part 

in paying their last respects to the 
late parliamentarian. An Indian 
Reserve Battalion contingent per-
formed the guard of  honour and 
offered gun salute.

Earlier there was a plan to 
bury his body at his native village 
Bungpa in Kamjong district. How-
ever the family members decided 
to bury at his residence at Man-
tripukhuri.

Indo-Asian News Service stat-
ed that the family received a letter 
on Thursday morning from an 
armed group warning them not to 
take the body to Ukhrul, the fam-
ily declined to name the outfit.

Accordingly, the burial date 
was advanced to Thursday. 
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religious organizations.
According to family 

members, a brief  send-off  
programme will be held 
at late Yazokie’s official 
residence on Friday at 8 
am, after which, the mor-
tal remains will be taken 
to Vidima in Dimapur for 
final rites.


