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WEATHER
temperature

min.Max. Max.min.
aizawl 29° 21°

agartala 33° 26°

gangtok 26° 17°

guwahati 34° 26°

imphal 29° 20°

itanagar 32° 23°

shillong 25° 18°

delhi 33° 26°

Kolkata 34° 26°

chennai 35° 26°

 max:  min:
KOHIma 26° 19°
dImapur 32° 26°
 rF:  rH:
KOHIma 9mm 93%
dImapur 2mm 94%
* Rainfall (RF) * Relative humidity (RH)
Temperature in State Capitals

Calvin Klein chose Kate moss 
for her ‘natural beauty’ |  p10
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@trzeliangCM: Chief Minister 
officially becomes a netizen

ACAUT invites Chief Minister 
to speak at public rally 

Collapsed wall in Wokha jail

Dimapur dist tops in Aadhaar enrolment

MGNREGA: VDB association comes to government's rescueNPF tussle: All eyes on CEC meeting

Postal strike on August 23

Dada, people who are very 
active on social media are 
known to neglect a lot of 

work,... now people will be 
more understanding. 

Mirror Takes

Indian sovereignty will be protected 
at all costs: president | p8

A single sunbeam is 
enough to drive away 

many shadows. 
Francis of Assisi

Our Correspondent
Kohima, August 21 (EMN): Chief  
Minister TR Zeliang has on Mon-
day evening launched his official so-
cial media handles on the popular 
social networking sites- Facebook, 
Twitter and Instagram.

The initiative, according to the 
chief minister’s office, is to gather 
feedback, suggestions and share 
ideas with the public with the in-
tention to absorb them into policy-
making process and to use them as 
tools to enhance good local govern-
ance in the state.

“As we launch the Chief Min-
ister’s social media pages on Face-
book, Twitter and Instagram this 
evening, I must assure the people 
of Nagaland (once again) that all 
these media network will be used 
for directly connecting with the peo-
ple so as to understand their mind-
set, maintain transparency while 
performing my duties as a Chief  
Minister of the state and also to 
obtain constructive suggestions and 
opinions from different sections 
of people on various Government 
Programmes and policies aimed 
at good governance and bringing 
about improvement in the overall 
delivery system,” Zeliang said after 
the handles were formally launched 
by the parliamentary secretary for 
Information & Public Relations, 
Imtikumzuk at a function held in 
the State Banquet Hall.

The chief minister pointed out 
that social media network has be-
come one of the most effective tools 
to connect people and disseminate 
information quickly. “The fact that 
the Digital India Programme is be-
ing actively implemented by the 
Govt of India goes to further cor-
roborate its ever growing relevance 
and indispensability in our day to 
day lives,” he remarked. 

As a small beginning towards 
meeting this end, he said, his office 

was launching the initiative with 
the sole objective of coming closer 
to the people by directly connecting 
with them. Zeliang, however, was 
not devoid of apprehension that so-
cial media can become a destructive 
tool if  used irresponsibly. Towards 
this, he urged upon the people, es-
pecially the youth, to “meaningfully 
use” social media to connect for 
constructive purpose such as pro-
moting social harmony and unity 
amongst the different sections of  
people and desist from using it for 
harmful and negative purposes.      
He appealed to all to use these plat-
forms for constructive feedback so 
that government machineries can 
adopt inputs considered to be ben-
eficial for improvement of govern-
ance and also for the overall devel-
opment of the state.

Rio releases documentary 
on TR Zeliang
Coinciding with the launching of  
the chief minister’s social media ac-

counts, Lok Sabha MP Neiphiu Rio 
officially released ‘TR Zeliang: The 
Story So Far’, a documentary on 
the life and struggles of incumbent 
chief minister TR Zeliang.

The film is a creation of Delhi-
based Coreconxept, directed by Im-
suyanger Lemtur and Duyu Tabyo. 
Speaking about their venture into 
making the film, they admitted that 
they were initially sceptical and was 
reluctant to do any sort of PR for a 
politician. However, they said their 
minds were changed after visiting 
Zeliang’s native village, Mbaupung-
wa, and after hearing the narratives 
of his relatives and villagers.

For Tabyo, this story is about a 
small boy from a very small place, 
cut off from the rest of the state and 
the country, who fought against 
odds to become the chief minister. 
He is of the view that while Zeli-
ang, as a person, may have many 
flaws, but his story is inspiring. He 
expressed hope that everyone who 
watches the film would have ‘a 

thing or two to learn’ from the story.
Meanwhile, Zeliang acknowl-

edged the Coreconxept Enter-
tainment team for successfully 
bringing out the documentary. He 
admitted to having deep apprehen-
sions when he was asked to narrate 
his story, however, he said the end 
product has evoked a “great sense 
of  humility” in him as well as his 
family, at the same time, making 
them feel “extremely honoured”. 
He also hoped that this documen-
tary on his life will not only serve 
as a living testimony of  the strug-
gles, the failures, the joys, the sor-
rows and fulfilments that he faced, 
but that it may also be a source of  
inspiration to others.

Earlier in the programme, 
Nise Meruno and Methseu The-
rie presented special songs while 
State Chaplain Rev. Kuzierang 
Thou offered prayers of  blessing. 
MLAs, bureaucrats and well wish-
ers of  the chief  minister attended 
the programme. 

Dimapur, August 21 
(EMN): Throwing the 
gauntlet down, ACAUT 
Nagaland has “invited” 
the chief  minister and 
his council of  ministers 
to come and speak at the 
public rally called by the 
anti-graft platform on 
August 25 next, in Dima-
pur’s Super Market area. 

A press statement is-
sued by ACAUT on Mon-
day reasoned that “at this 
momentous juncture”, 
the chief  minister and 
his council of  ministers 
would avail the platform 
to address “all Nagas 
gathered from all parts of  
Nagaland”, and lay down 
a roadmap to combat cor-
ruption in the state ‘in-
cluding (the) promise to 
stop the ongoing exercise 

of  withdrawal of  funds 
from the Finance depart-
ment for vague/suspi-
cious projects running 
into thousands of  crore’.

It also informed that 
‘overwhelming response’ 
in the districts has prompt-
ed the ACAUT to allow 
‘youth and student bodies’ 
like Angami Youth Or-
ganisation, Mokokchung 
Town Lanur Telongjem, 
Zunheboto Town Youth 
Organisation, Rengma 
Selo Zi, Lotha Youth 
Hoho, Phek Town Youth 
Organisation, Zeme Stu-
dents’ Union (Peren), and 
two chambers of  com-
merce (Mon and Zunhe-
boto) speak at the rally. 

“The NTC, ENPO, 
and NCD would be part 
of  the platform along 

with the following speak-
ers: Khekiye K Sema, Z 
Lohe, Thepfulhouvi Solo, 
Peter Rutsa, Nitoka V 
Swu (PSAN Convenor). 
A student from Hope 
Academy, Dimapur, will 
highlight the difficulties 
faced by students due to 
bad roads and a collapsed 
bridge.

 The C-Edge College 
and The Naga Blog both 
will read out poems dur-
ing the function, and spe-
cial numbers belted out 
by Colored Keys and The 
Challengers” it informed. 

The rally is sched-
uled to begin at 3.30 pm 
on August 25 next, and 
participants have been re-
quested to wear tradition-
al attire, and also carry a 
candle each. 

Dimapur, August 21 
(EMN):  The latest data 
released by the Unique 
Identification Authority of  
India through its regional 
office show that Dimapur 
district tops the list of  Aad-
haar enrolment with 79.79 
per cent of  the population 
already enrolled.

Dimapur district has a 
total enrolment of  3,29,721 
at the top followed by Ko-
hima district with 1,77,377 
enrolments  as of  August 

Dimapur, August 21 
(EMN): When jails are 
meant for prisoners to be 
securely confined within 
its boundaries with the 
help of  physical barriers, 
the district jail at Wokha 
have a big breach in its 
boundary wall for the last 

five months. 
Deputy Superinten-

dent  of  the district jail 
said that the wall col-
lapsed due to the water 
seepage as a result of  wa-
ter flowing into the jail 
compound from the high-
er slopes above the jail. 

There is no proper 
drainage system in the jail 
premises. 

At the time of  the col-
lapse there were four con-
victs and 20 under trail 
prisoners who were trans-
ferred to  Kohima and 
Mokokchung respectively.

Dimapur, August 21 (EMN): All postal 
services and transactions will come to a 
standstill on August 23 when the postal 
employees union of  Nagaland will also 
be participating in the one day nation-
wide strike along with their colleagues 
in the rest of  the country. 

A press release issued by the Postal 
Employees’ Union, Nagaland Division 
through Daniel Domeh the divisional 
secretary stated that the strike was 

called by the National Federation of  
Postal Employees in demand of  their 
10-points charter. 

Among others, the charter includes 
the implementation of  positive "recom-
mendations of  GDS committee report" 
and withdrawal of  the New Pension 
Scheme a.k.a NPS.  

The union also conveyed regret for 
the inconvenience caused to the public 
on the day. 

The section of the collapsed wall at district jail Wokha barricaded with a makeshift bamboo fence. 
EM Images

Lok Sabha MP Neiphiu Rio (centre) releasing TR Zeliang- The Story So Far. Seen on the right is Chief Minister TR Zeliang and on the 
left, Home Minister Y Patton.

EM Images

muguruza destroys Halep, 
dimitrov downs Kyrgios in 
Cincinnati finals |  P12
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21 2017.
Peren has the lowest 

enrolment both in the total 
number of  enrolments as 
well as percentage with just 
28,376 enrolments com-
prising 27.32 per cent. 

The overall percent-
age of  Aadhaar enrolment 
in the state is currently at 
55.60 per cent.

The data was released 
through a press release 
from the UIDAI office 
along with a request to 
citizens to avail the service 
of  the Aadhaar  enrolment 
centres in the state.

The press release added 
that in Nagaland, due to 
the "difficult terrain" and 
"lack of  motorable roads", 

Aadhaar Enrolment Ma-
chines have been set up by 
the at DC offices, ADC 
offices, SDO offices and 
other administrative offices 
with the office of  the Com-
missioner Nagaland  as the 
nodal department. 

The current round of  
enrolment process  in the 
state which the UIDAI 
termed is as a "mopping up 
operation" is being under-
taken to ensure maximum 
coverage. 

"As per Section 7 of  
Aadhaar Act 2016 Central 
Government or State Gov-
ernment may use Aadhaar 
as an identifier for delivery 
of  various subsidy/bene-
fit/services to the residents 

Dimapur, August 21 (EMN):  
Two days after the anti-graft body 
ACAUT's  allegation that more 
than Rs 1000 crores have been 
released under MGNREGA in 
the state for the previous finan-
cial year, the RD department has 
found a friend in the VBD associa-
tion of  Nagaland when it came to 
the former's defence stating it as 
a case of  miscommunication and 
that only Rs. 502.1 crore was re-
leased.  

"...it is our bounded duty to 
act as a communication bridge to 
clarify certain issues that are creat-
ed due to lack of  genuine commu-
nication gap and mis-information 
that may create undue negative 
impressions on the public," stated 
the press release of  the Nagaland 
State VDB Association.

Earlier, in an allegation that 
was published in local papers on 
August 20, based on documents 
from the finance department 
ACAUT had alleged that  Rs. 
1188,79,10,000/- (1188 Crores 79 
Lakhs and 10 thousand only) was 
released under MGNREGA for 
the financial year 2016-17.

It also questioned the depart-
ment  why only 3-4 mandays of  
wages were paid to the villagers 
out of  the money released.

The association in reply stated 
that, as a responsible organisation, 
has been actively involved in the 

process of  developmental fund re-
leased  by taking up necessary is-
sues with the Central government 
and the government in the state to 
avail funds of  centrally sponsored 
schemes and its timely release 
ensuring that the regular flow of  
funds are made. 

The MGNREGA funds are 
demand driven and any delay in 
release of  CSS funds by the state 
government  attracts deduction 
and penalties by the Central gov-
ernment. 

"This delay leads to reduction 
of  CSS funds to the Sate. The 
pressure thus impressed by the As-
sociation on the department and 
the state Govt: has ensured that 
Nagaland has been receiving CSS 
grants on a regular basis," the press 
release stated.

The association also stated that 
MGNREGA funds once released 
by the state finance department 
are then released to the respective 
districts which are then further 
credited directly into the VDBs ac-
count and that "no MGNREGA 
funds can be released from the 
VDB Account without the approv-
al and information of  the VDB 
Secretary" as the accounts are 
jointly operated between the BDO, 
the Village Council Chairman and 
the VDB Secretary of  each village. 

"The funds released are not on 
a uniform allocation as there is a 

guidelines provisions on provid-
ing special allocation to special 
activities such as SAGY Villages, 
PPI Blocks and those village se-
lected for convergent activities, 
such as piggery project with Vet-
erinary department, Cardamom 
plantations with Horticulture De-
partment Angawadi Centers with 
social Welfare Department are 
provided additional man days," it 
added.

On the allegation of  mandays 
less than the mandated 100 days 
of  mandays in a year the associa-
tions stated that the MGNREGA 
Act mandates " to provide upto 
100 days of  guaranteed wages of  
employment in a financial year 
to every rural households whose 
adult members volunteers to do 
unskilled manual work".

Therefore the 100 days of  
mandays is  not mandatory but it 
depends upon the individuals to 
"voluntarily work" for wages  and 
it also depends on "funds availabil-
ity". 

It stated that the "national man 
day average is 47" and no state in 
the country has achieved 100 man-
days.

The association further cited 
reports from the RD department 
that the release for MGNREGA 
for 2016-17 on three different oc-
casions totalled to Rs. 502.1 crores 
only. 

EM Bureau
Dimapur, August 21 (EMN): The ongoing tus-
sle between the two factions of  the NPF party 
is set to witness more eventful exercises from 
both the groups as a run up to the final battle in 
the Election Commission of  India. 

The group led by former chief  minister and 
the sitting MP Neiphiu Rio as the party presi-
dent and the chief  minister TR Zeliang has 
called for the crucial meeting of  the Central 
Executive Council on August 22 in Kohima. 

This is seen as the first move, after already 
have the majority support of  the legislators 
wing and strongly secured by more than two 
thirds of  the members. 

The outcome of  the CEC meeting on Tues-
day will be closely observed by all as it will 
decide where the scale will tilt in the organisa-
tional wing of  the party.  In spite of  their rival 
group terming the Central Office Bearers as the 
'highest decision making body' of  the party, a 
party insider told Eastern Mirror that it is the 
CEC that is the most powerful body in the NPF 
party. 

Asked about  the number of  CEC members 
supporting the group led by Neiphiu Rio, he re-
plied that it is still too soon to discuss numbers 
but it will only be clear after Tuesday's meeting. 
The group is banking on the presumed yard-
stick that the ECI will use; the latest list of  CEC 
members that existed with the ECI before the 
crisis started. 

The current tenure of  the NPF party that 
came to power with a landslide majority of  38 
MLAs  in the 60 member assembly, in 2013 is 
facing the second major crisis within the party 
on who has the ownership-name and symbol. 

During the previous crisis both the contend-
ing groups tried to make changes to the list of  
the CEC members with different submissions 

after expulsions and suspensions were affected 
only after the crisis started. 

However the previous crisis ended with one 
group agreeing to the ECI prescribed formula, 
for reconciliation. Although it now seems real 
reconciliation did not occur leading to the pre-
sent crisis, after the official process of  reconcili-
ation as advised by the ECI another list of  CEC 
members were submitted to the ECI that has 
about 173 members in total. If  the ECI takes up 
the current tussle as a valid case of  a split in the 
party then with the majority of  legislators al-
ready supporting the group led by Neiphui Rio 
it will look in to CEC to check which group 
gets the support of  the organisational wing.

The CEC of the NPF is comprised of  all the 
COB; the Working Committee; one-third of  
the Legislature wing; all MLAs from the other 
states; MPs; presidents and working presidents 
of  state units;  all presidents of  the divisions; 
presidents of  the various wings in the central 
office; one member from all the 60 assembly 
constituencies; and 12 members nominated by 
the president. 

The central office bearers of  the party and 
one member each  from the 60 assembly con-
stituencies will form the biggest bulk of  the 
CEC members.  

Meanwhile, the other group led by former 
chief  minister and party president Dr. Shurho-
zelie Liezietsu has stated that the CEC meeting 
of  the August 22 is "illegal".

"Take notice that this meeting is illegal, 
unauthorised by me or the CEC and is thus 
unconstitutional. Those who attend this il-
legal meeting will be doing so at his/ her risk 
of  being automatically disqualified/ debarred/ 
suspended from the Naga People’s Front ‘s pri-
mary and active membership," stated Liezietsu 
in a notification on Monday.  

The status of Aadhaar generation is as below

District Aadhaar Generation 
till 21/08/2017

% of Aadhaar 
generation

Dimapur 3,29,721 79.79

Kohima 1,77,377 60.67

Mon 1,24,553 45.62

Mokokchung 1,14,951 54.14

Tuensang 1,11,099 51.80

Phek 89,317 50.10

Zunheboto 79,830 51.99

Wokha 72,914 40.18

Kiphire 38,396 47.56

Longleng 33,543 60.90

Peren 28,376 27.32

Total 12,00,077 55.60

Source:UIDAI

for which the expenditure 
is incurred from or the re-
ceipt there from form part 

of, the Consolidated Fund 
of  India,"   the press release 
further added. 



‘80% of crops are pollinated by honey bees’ 
2 State
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Dr. Keviletsu Khate speaking at the programme.

Rotary club Dimapur and House of Friendship members with senior citizen during the special 
programme.

Participants with Couples for Christ Nagaland members.

Principal Director of Health & Family Welfare, Dr. N. Bendang Jamir; CMO Dimapur, Dr. K. Vikato Kinimi and 
others during the inauguration of the UPHC Burma Camp, Dimapur.

Review meet on ‘New  
India-Manthan’ rescheduled
The review meeting convened by Chief Secretary with 
regard to video conference on ‘New India Manthan’ 
today at 11 a.m. has been rescheduled to 1 p.m. in the 
Conference Hall of the Chief Secretary, Nagaland. All 
concerned have been requested to note the change in 
the timing. 

Sanuorü footbridge to be 
inaugurated today
The newly constructed Sanuorü footbridge at Secretariat 
Road will be inaugurated on August 22 at 8 a.m. Chairman 
of Kohima Village Council, Dr. Neiphi Kirewill will grace 
the inaugural programme as chief guest while associate 
pastor of KLBC, Rev. K. Benry Lotha will dedicate the 
bridge. Commandant and all ranks of 4th NAP Bn 
Thizama and well wishers are invited to the inaugural 
programme.

PBCA Women dept to organise 
women camp
With the desire to communicate with young Phom 
women living in Dimapur, PBCA Women Department 
in partnership with Fingerprint, Dimapur Phom Baptist 
Church, Signal Phom Baptist Church, Chumukedima 
Phom Baptist Church and Diphupar Phom Baptist Church, 
is organizing one-day women camp, on August 26, 10 
a.m. at Dimapur Phom Baptist Church, Burma Camp, 
Dimapur. The camp is being organised for unmarried 
women age group between 14-32, students, trainees, 
working, drop outs, helper and any other residing with 
family, friends, hostel, rent, etc. No registration required. 
For queries one,may contact 9612821466. 

NSF to hold federal assembly 
The 1st federal assembly of Naga Students’ Federation 
(NSF) for the tenure 2017-2019 has been convened on 
August 30 at Lodiram Haflong, Assam, to be hosted by 
All Zeliangrong Students’ Union (AMN). Informing this 
in a press release, NSF speaker, Amonbo asked all the 
federation units and sub-ordinate bodies to attend the 
assembly. He also informed that any agenda to be tabled 
in the federal assembly should be forwarded to the office 
of the NSF assembly secretariat by August 26.

Reminder for GT respondents 
The Graduate Teachers who have been impleaded 
as respondents in the W.P. (C) NO. 122 (k)/2017 are 
reminded to pay Rs.500/- as court fee as unanimously 
resolved in the joint meeting on July 26. Those GTs whose 
service had been regularized through Suitability Test and 
seniority being considered from the date of joining are 
also reminded to pay the same amount as the case is 
implicating them too. Failing to pay the collected amount 
shall be treated as non-existence and subsequently his/
her name will be deleted from the GT seniority list. All the 
concerned respondents and GTs are therefore directed to 
contact the following numbers-convener (9436215297), 
treasurer (8014889277), secretary (9436650749) or 
member (7005588385), for necessary submission on or 
before August 31.

CSUD freshers-cum-social 
gathering
The Chakhesang Students’ Union Dimapur (CSUD) will be 
organising its 28th Freshers’ Day-cum-Social Gathering at 
Town Hall Dimapur on  August 26 at 2 p.m., with president 
of Nagaland Pradesh Congress Committee (NPCC), K. 
Therie, as guest speaker. The union has invited all the 
students, elders, leaders of various organisations and 
well wishers to be a part of the event. It also informed 
that students from class 10 and above within Dimapur 
town and Toulazouma village jurisdiction are mandatory 
to attend the programme with traditional touch and to 
reach the venue 15 minutes ahead of the programme. 
Failing to attend the programme, the union shall take its 
own course of action.

NNC/FGN joint meeting
A Joint Meeting of the Naga National Council (NNC) and 
the Federal Government of Nagaland (FGN) has been 
convened on August 28, 10 a.m. at Transit Peace Camp, 
Kohima. All the central and regional authorities and 
eligible Naga Army officers of the NNC/FGN have been 
requested to attend the meeting positively. 

Lerie Panchayat convenes meeting 
Lerie panchayat has convened a meeting with office 
bearers and executive members of the Panchayat along 
with women and youth organisations’ office bearers 
and all other committee members of the panchayat, on 
August 22, 5 p.m. at Panchayat Hall. All the concerned 
bodies have been requested to attend the meeting 
positively.

Lost and found
An envelope containing an amount of Rs. 11,000/-, in 
the name of Atoi Hesso residence of Kenuozou, Kohima, 
was found between Kichilimi to Ghokimi village under 
Pughoboto, by Ihoshe Chophy. The owner has been asked 
to collect. 

News iN Brief

Chendang celebrates World Honey Bee Day 

RST receipt mandatory for certificates

CVSU condemns attempted 
abduction of minor

PWDFWA Phek, Wokha unit 
support 67% quota reservation

DUCCF extends support to ACAUT rally

NSCN/GPRN (R) grateful to Pochury orgs UPHC Burma Camp new building inaugurated

Rotary club, old age home felicitate senior citizens

138 members join Couples for Christ Nagaland

AYO, KVYO laud 4th NAP, Tsieramia

lage Council and Chingmei 
Village Honey Bee Keepers 
representative also spoke 
on the occasion.

Thematic presentation 
on World Honey Bee cel-
ebration was followed by a 

film show. 
In an interaction and 

discussion session with 
honey bee keepers of  the 
area, the farmers shared 
their experiences in bee 
keeping. The session was 

conducted on the theme 
‘Honey bee-keeping and 
the way forward,’ to under-
stand the gaps and usher 
in better approaches for 
successful bee-keeping and 
honey production. 

WeATheR FoReCAST IN oTheR DISTRICTS 

Max Min DP Rh RF

WoKhA 24.8 18.6 21.9 91 14.2

ZBT 24.5 15.3 21.1 95 4

MoN 32.4 23 21.9 90 32

LoNGLeNG 18.4 17 14.7 81 16.5

TUeNSANG 24.4 21 19 83 3.1

MKG 27.4 21.2 20.5 73 4

PheK 28.6 19.8 22.7 93 9.6

KIPhIRe 33 21.4 22.1 95 1

SeChÜ ZUBZA 29 20.5 23.4 82 2

TSeMINYU 26.8 21.6 22.3 95 4.6

JALUKIe 29 23 25.9 79 20

MANGKoLeMBA 31.4 23.6 25.6 84 22.2

*Dew Point (DP) *Relative Humidity (RH) * Rainfall (RF)

Source: Department of Soil & Water Conservation, Nagaland 

During interact ion 
many honey bee farmers 
shared that lack of  honey 
processing and bottling 
plant has direct impact 
on honey production and 
marketing. Despite its pro-
motion by different de-
partments, they said many 
farmers are disheartened by 
limited marketing avenues 
which they believe is due 
to non availability of  honey 
processing facilities, they 
also expressed hope that if  
any such arrangement can 
be made to help bee keep-
ers in Tuensang, honey 
production will increase 
as most farmers in the ar-
eas are well trained in bee 
keeping.

The programme was 
organised by Krishi Vigyan 
Kendra (KVK) Tuensang, 
with participation of  bee 
keeping farmers from Tu-
ensang and neighbouring 
villages. 

Dimapur,  August  21 
(EMN): As per the resolu-
tion adopted in the joint 
meeting held on July 20, 
between DMC, DUCCF 
and GBs Union Dimapur, 
for collection or Residen-
tial Sanitary Tax (RST) 
in accordance with the 
Nagaland Municipal Act 
2001 and as per decision 

taken on August 17 in the 
joint meeting held between 
DMC and Ward Sanitation 
Committees, DMC admin-
istrator, Moa Sangtam has 
informed to all chairmen 
colony councils and GBs 
under Dimapur Municipal-
ity that along with other 
necessary documents, no 
certificate shall be issued 

without the latest RST re-
ceipt of  the individual con-
cerned. 

The administrator in a 
release said henceforth, RST 
receipt is made mandatory 
for any kind of certificates to 
be issued by the colony au-
thority. The order will come 
into effect from September 1 
and for strict compliance.

Dimapur,  August  21 
(EMN): Dimapur Urban 
Council Chairman Federa-
tion (DUCCF) in the gen-
eral meeting held on August 
21, has affirmed the federa-
tion’s unflinching support to 

the ACAUT rally scheduled 
on August 25. 

DUCCF informed and 
appealed to all councils, 
colony leaders, women, 
youths and public to attend 
the rally. 

The rally being a peo-
ple’s movement, DUCCF 
said all should support and 
further requested all the 
Dimapur urban populace 
to attend for better Naga-
land.

Dimapur,  August  21 
(EMN): UPHC Burma 
Camp new building was 
inaugurated by Dr. N. Ben-
dang Jamir, principal direc-
tor of  Health & Family 
Welfare, Kohima.

In his inaugural speech, 
Dr. Bendang Jamir high-
lighted the concept of com-
munitisation and reiterated 
the importance of commu-
nity and the department 
working together towards 
the betterment of  the soci-
ety. He also encouraged the 
medical staff to keep proper 
records of their activities and 
regularly submit reports to 
the higher authority. He also 

ensured to provide all neces-
sities to make the UPHC a 
fully functional health unit 
so as to provide primary 
health care to the public.

CMO Dimapur, Dr. K. 
Vikato Kinimi, acknowl-
edged the struggle and 
hardship faced by the com-
munity and extended his 
gratitude and appreciation 
to the land donor and com-
munity leaders for their 
support and hard work in 
making the vision of health 
care for the public a reality.    

Short speeches were also 
delivered by N. Sneti Jamir, 
ex-chairman of UNBB and 
Thompsu Jemu, chairman 

of Walford Council.
The inaugural pro-

gramme was chaired by 
Dr. Anguto, medical officer 
in-charge UPHC Burma 
Camp; invocation prayer 
was led by Vihoto, con-
venor Sema Baptist Church, 
UNB-B; brief  introduction 
to the services and pro-
gramme of  NUHM was 
highlighted by Dr. Pusa, 
nodal officer of  NUHM, 
while vote of  thanks was 
proposed by Longti, chair-
man of  HCMC UPHC 
and benediction was pro-
nounced by the associate 
pastor of  Lotha Baptist 
Church, UNB-B.

Dimapur,  August  21 
(EMN): 138 members (54 
couples for Christ, 10 Hand-
maids of the Lord, 6 servants 
of the Lord & 14 Singles for 
Christ) pledged themselves to 
be Couples for Christ Naga-
land, during a Christian Life 
programme, organised by St. 

Ignatius Church, Razeba, on 
August 19 and 20.

The programme was or-
ganised for Catholic com-
munities with Couples for 
Christ Nagaland members 
as resource persons.  

Marcus Mengukhrietuo 
briefed the importance of be-

coming a member of ‘Couple 
for Christ.’ He and his team 
shared their life testimonies 
how after joining Couples for 
Christ Nagaland gradually 
transform their personal lives 
and family at large. 

It was informed that 
many couples and individu-

als who attended the pro-
gramme opted to be Couples 
for Christ Nagaland. 

Fr. James Sangtam wel-
comed the gathering and 
gave introductory note while 
word of gratitude was pro-
posed by Buni Zholia on 
behalf of the participants. 

Kohima, August 21 (EMN): 
The Angami Youth Organi-
zation (AYO) has expressed 
gratitude and appreciation 
to the 4th NAP Battalion 
for their yeoman service by 
constructing a footbridge at 
Sanuorü subway enroute to 
new Secretariat for public 
convenience.

In a release, the youth 
organisation commended 
the effort of the police unit, 
stating that it has, by “feeling 
the pulse and need of  the 
public pedestrians”, con-
structed the footbridge with 
their own workforce. 

Thanking the battalion 
commandant, Vekhosa Ko-
tso and all the ranks and file 

of the battalion, AYO hoped 
that their voluntary service 
initiative would set a good 
example to be emulated by 
other allied battalions as well 
as various departments, ‘to 
walk the extra mile to con-
tribute whatever is possible 
in small or big measures for 
general public interest and 
welfare’. 

Meanwhile , the Kohi-
ma Village Youth Organisa-
tion (KVYO) has expressed 
its sincere gratitude to the 
Commandant of 4th NAP, 
Vekhosa and his battalion 
and Tsieramia community 
for constructing the foot-
bridge at Sanuorü, Kohima 
which is immensely needed 

for pedestrians especially 
farmers, office goers and 
students. The KVYO said 
the bridge will also help 
prevent accidents and other 
inconveniences since this 
very important road has 
been accessible only through 
the narrow subway for a 
long time. 

The organisation also 
hoped that this undertaking 
will encourage other organi-
zations and people to take 
up similar works in future. 
Further, KVYO appeal to 
the public to appreciate the 
noble initiative and to take 
good care of the structure so 
as to get maximum benefit 
from it. 

Dimapur, August 21 (EMN): The Chekiye 
Village Student’s Union (CVSU) has ex-
pressed its utmost concern over the attempt 
to abduct and molest a 13 year old child at 
Chekiye Village. 

The culprit ‘child molester’ Tohuto (toto) 
Hibo was caught by the villagers on Sunday, 
when he entered Chekiye village and at-
tempted to abduct and molest a 13 year old 
child while she was returning from Sunday 
school, stated  CVSU president Aliho Zhim-
omi and general secretary, Hutoka Shikhu.

The CVSU vehemently condemned the 
dastardly act and expressed shock at the au-
dacity of the accused who has committed the 
shameful and criminal act without any sense 

of morality and with a complete disregard 
for human life.

“The CVSU urges the law enforcing 
agency to book the culprit under the most 
stringent provisions of the law and that the 
culprit should not be released from custody 
at any cost as there is serious apprehension 
that the culprit is a habitual offender and 
will continue to commit such immoral and 
demonic acts if enlarged from custody” the 
press release stated.

Further, CVSU appealed all the law en-
forcing agency and the concerned authority 
not to show any form of leniency towards 
the accused and give befitting punishment in 
the best interest and safety of the society.      

Dimapur,  August  21 
(EMN): Speaking on the 
occasion of  the World 
Honey Bee Day at Chen-
dang village, on August 19, 
senior scientist and head of  
KVK Tuensang, Dr. Kevi-
letsu Khate, said 80% of  
the crops are pollinated by 
honey bees making them 
guardians of  the food chain 
and bio-diversity, therefore 
farmers need to understand 
its importance and have 
productive partnership with 
honey bees.

Dr. Khate also said the 
environment would never 
have been what it is today 
if  it weren’t for honey bees. 
He added that honey bees 
not only gives us honey but 
plays an invaluable contri-
bution to our ecosystem 
around the world.

Ass i s tant  Direc tor 
(Eleutheros Christian So-
ciety), Chonshen Soted; 
chairman of Chendang Vil-

Dimapur,  August  21 
(EMN): The PWD Field 
Worker s  Assoc ia t ion  
(PWDFWA) Phek and 
Wokha unit in a joint press 
release strongly support the 
press released by All Naga-
land PWD Field Workers 
Association, PWD R&B 
Housing and NS National 
Highway on May 2, regard-
ing fully implementation 
of  67% quota reservation 
for regularisation of  work 
charge employees.

“Most of  the work 
charge employees have been 
rendering their service for 
the department since many 
years back. However, may 
not get regularisation in 

service, hence, several genu-
ine work change employees 
awaits regularisation under 
this scheme 67% quota res-
ervation,” stated Wokha 
unit president, Chumthon-
go Yanthan and executive 
member Phek unit Ruy-
osayi.

Therefore, the two units 
have strongly appealed to 
the concerned department 
not to make any new ap-
pointment and utilise all 
normal vacancies for regu-
larisation of  work charge 
employees as per in P&AR 
department’s office Memo-
randum No. AR-3/Gen-
201/2009 dated Kohima 
17th March 2015. 

Dimapur,  August  21 
(EMN):  The  NSCN/ 
GPRN (R) has expressed 
sincere gratitude to the lead-
ers of various Pochury tribe 
organisations, including 
Pochury Hoho, Pochury 
Mothers  Associat ion, 
Pochury Students Union, 
Pochury GBs Federation, 

NSCN (IM), Pochury re-
gion, chairman Meluri 
Town Council, presidents 
of  area unit for timely in-
tervention and releasing 
‘unconditional’ to its cad-
res who were arrested by 
NSCN (IM) at Meluri Town 
on August 19.

The NSCN/GPRN 

(R) MIP said, such kind 
of  gesture and contribu-
tion towards Naga Politi-
cal Groups (NPGs) would 
remain ever grateful and 
also urged upon the Naga 
society to continue such 
humanity service towards 
the uplift and cause of  the 
Naga nation.  

Dimapur, August 21 (EMN): 
Rotary Club of  Dimapur in asso-
ciation with House of Friendship, 
an old age home, celebrated World 
Senior Citizen Day at House of  
Friendship.

In a special programme, senior 
citizens- Khrieleno Terhuja, Pich-
ano John Ngullie, Yashisungba, 
H yentio Swu and Fr. Abhraham 
were felicitated in recognition of  
their outstanding contribution to 
the society.

Speeches were delivered by Ro-
tary club president, Vijay Sharma 
and chairman of  old age home, 
Lucy Akokla. 

On the occasion, health camp 
was organised for the senior citizens 
of  the old age home and nearby 
areas. A talk on legal rights for sen-
ior citizens was given by advocate, 
Limatosi.

A special prayer was also offered 
for the senior citizens. The program 
was chaired by Dr P. Hanger Long-
char.
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‘Manipulation’ in road 
project, says landowners

SKK forms committee for Clean Election drive 

Scholars discuss ‘changing dynamics of politics’ in Nagaland 

A section of people at the Naga Scholars’ Association-organised discussions in New Delhi. A panel discussion on the “changing dynamics of politics in Nagaland” was 
informed to have been conducted by the association on August 18 at the JNU.   

Leaders of the Nagaland with Chief Minister TR Zeliang, third from left. The Nagaland GB Federation called 
on the chief minister on Monday, updates on August 21 informed. 

Kohima Law College has informed that nine students from the institution, pictured, attended an event for 
lawyers in Bangkok recently.  

Rengma landowners seek ‘re-measurement’ 

State

GBs meet Zeliang to highlight 
political solution, Rongmei issue

All-India Christian fellowships conclave at Dimapur concludes 

Students attend Bangkok law conference

Dimapur, August 21 (EMN): 
The Rengma Landowners As-
sociation (RLA) has alleged 
that names of  people who 
did not even own any land or 
property along National High-
way-61 have been included in 
a list of “land affected” people 
who would be affected by a 
road-widening project. 

The organisation has writ-
ten to the deputy commission-
er of  Kohima requesting “re-
measurement / assessment of  
land / property falling under 
NH-61 from 40/000Km to 
72/400 Km.”

The organisation issued a 
copy of  the letter to the media 
on Monday. 

The ‘department con-
cerned has issued the list of  
land affected in the two lane 
road widening project and it 

was found that fake property 
owners are included in the 
compensation list while some 
genuine land owners were not 
included,’ the press release 
began. 

“Moreover, in the latest 
list, the department has in-
cluded even more names who 
does not own any land / prop-
erty along NH-61 making it to 
384 landowners against the 
first list which include 293 
landowners.”

This shows “sheer negli-
gence and confirms the delib-
erative manipulation by the 
concern department officials” 
as it did carry out the land 
survey in the presence of  the 
actual landowners, the letter 
stated. 

“It is found that many 
structural damages compen-

sation are no-existent with 
hefty amount booked in the 
name of  some individual.”

The association has as-
sured that it will not ‘remain 
silent’ until justice has been 
delivered. 

“Referring to our resolu-
tion No.1 dated 19/08/2017 
we request your kind office 
to take the case seriously 
and set a specific date for re-
measurement / assessment so 
that every land owners will be 
present personally during the 
measurement,” the landown-
ers stated. 

“This exercise will clear 
all anomaly and the rightful 
land/ property owners will 
get their due justice. This will 
pave way for better develop-
mental activities now and in 
future.”

Dimapur, August 21 (EMN) : A 
panel discussion on the “changing 
dynamics of  politics in Naga-
land” was organized by the Naga 
Scholars’ Association on August 
18 at the JNU in New Delhi. A 
press release from the organis-
ers on Monday stated that the 
discussions revolved around the 
‘changing phases of  politics in 
Nagaland and the reasons for the 
aforementioned changes.’

The panellist were Dr Walunir 
Tzudir,  AC Kharingpam, and 
James Pochury.

According to the updates, Dr. 
Walunir Tzudir pointed out to 
how the Naga politics have in the 
process of  having “fallen in love 
with the ‘ideals’ of  democracy 
has yielded to rhetoric rather than 
practical engagements, aimed at 
addressing the need of the hour.” 
The Nagas, he observed, are gov-
erned by aliens who were more 
interested in big talks instead of  
providing a working solution on 
the ground level. 

“The state of  affairs of  poli-
tics is such that it is reducible to 
a contestation for power, based 
on a manufactured consent that 
revolves around the praxis of  
money play and money talks,” the 
press release stated. 

“This current picture is far dif-
ferent from the politics of 1990’s 
when there was a downright 

rejection of  money power. The 
blame for this complete turna-
bout, in this case, lies not just 
with the leaders but the masses or 
the citizens themselves who have 
embraced what they have rejected 
earlier. This ‘job politics’ or ‘the 
politics of  appeasement’ has led 
to a bankruptcy of ideas.” 

This tussle for power is again 
complicated by the rise of differ-
ent tribal blocs who for reasons 
“best known for their power in-
terest” are involved in the process 
of integration or disintegration at 
the cost of each other, the panel-
list stated. 

“This is further problematized 
by the growth of  a corrupt bu-
reaucratic system which is more 
interested in lobbying their gainful 
interest. Democracy as such is to-
day reduced to a kind of the ‘press 
of the button’ play. And a lot can 
be understood  and is reflected, 
when in the midst of  all these 
chaos, an expected revolution in 
the offing simply fails even to take 
root  instead surprisingly people 
themselves are caught dancing to 
these tunes.”

Further, AC Kharingpam, 
the second panellist talked about 
‘what amounts to change and the 
importance of  mapping it out, 
keeping in mind the reality of the 
existential experiences there of  
politics.’ He was quoted as having 

stressed that the change in politics 
was not all about what had been 
but ‘what had been left out or 
been denied or what has not been 
voiced out.’

To understand change, the 
updates stated of  the panellist’s 
discourse, it is crucial to under-
stand the structural ideology of  
the ruling class, the standings of  
the nationalist groups, the clergy, 
and the electoral class. 

“Understanding this multi-
layer structure would result in 
a more comprehensive picture. 
The recent changes or dynamics 
in the structure of the politics of  
Nagaland can be he proposed bet-
ter seen and understood through a 
study of various indicators, factors 
which do play a decisive role, such 
as the rise of  NPF, with its pan 
Naga Identity, the growth or the 
receding influence of  NPMHR, 
the recently declared framework 
agreement, the role of church, the 
demise of student politics such as 
the NSF and the NSUD and the 
rise of regionalism.”

 Kharingpam pointed out also 
that ‘a lot can be figured out’ by 
examining issues that pertain to 
questions related to redefining 
the role of  women, the question 
of  migrants and related issues 
of  assimilation and the cultural 
insecurities that arise as a result 
of  the rapid changes. All these 

observation, he pointed out, was 
made from the point of ‘an insider 
who stands outside.’

Panellist James Pochury em-
phasized on the need for a “par-
ticipatory democracy,” if  at all the 
focus is on solution rather than 
the problems that revolve around 
issues that the Nagas are facing. 

“The wedge, between the 
powerless and the powerful, has 
grown to an extent that there is 
no easy solution but to engage 
with the systemic issues. This ap-
proach, he reiterated, of  looking 
into ways of how one can come 
out of the current crisis, can turn 
the problem into ‘issues’,” the 
press release stated. He explained 
that the direction that one needs 
to look into was in ‘how to engage 
with and strengthen participation 
at the grass root level.’

“The challenge and scope for 
political activism as a tool of criti-
cal engagements lies in asking the 
question how can the Nagas be 
in control of their lives, to decide 
how they want to live and let live? 
The answer he proposes lies not 
in transfer of  power from one 
hegemonic group to another but 
in the transfer of power to a more 
‘community-centered participa-
tory structure’ that is reflective of  
a ‘non-centralized system which 
is more democratic,’” the press re-
lease stated, quoting the speaker.
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Dimapur, August 21 (EMN): 
The All Sumi Students Union 
(SKK) has formed a steering 
committee on August 19 at 
Zunheboto. The move is part 
of the organisation’s ‘step-up’ 
for the Clean Election cam-
paign, a part of  the students’ 
mission ‘Doing Right’ (Achi-
piu Mlahnni).

‘In a meeting comprising 
of Sumi frontal organisations 
such as the Sumi Hoho, Sumi 
Kukami Hoho, Sumi Totimi 
Hoho and all the executive 
secretaries of the Sumi Baptist 
churches associations, a steer-
ing committee was formed 
so as to entrench and spread 
the campaign throughout the 
Sumi areas from the grassroots 
level in letter and in spirit,’ a 
press release from the organis-
ers informed this week. 

The committee has ap-
pointed Ninoto Awomi, presi-

dent of the SKK as convener; 
Vihuto Asumi as co-convener; 
and Vikai Yeptho, general sec-
retary of the SKK; and Joshua 
Sheqhi, advocate, as the sec-
retaries.

The members took a 
number of resolutions: all the 
areas and ranges will form a 
core implementation commit-
tee (CIC) before September 15 
and will inform the steering 
committee; all the CIC mem-
bers will have a joint meeting 
on the 22nd of  September at 
the SKK office in Zunheboto; 
all the range / unit presidents 
will be a member of the steer-
ing committee.

Further, all the Sumi Bap-
tist churches associations, 
Sumi Kukami Hoho, and the 
Sumi Totimi Hoho are to 
inform through a letter mass 
participation in the Clean 
Election campaign; all the 

churches should conduct a 
Clean Election campaign Sun-
day, the press release stated.

‘In order to show its soli-
darity, all churches should 
hoist a white flag measuring 
1ft by 1ft by 1st October 2017. 
All the intending candidates 
of the Zunheboto district will 
be invited by the steering com-
mittee and their manifestos 
and declaratory pledge ap-
pended by their signatures 
publicly. The place and date 
will be notified on a later date 
by the committee,’ the organis-
ers informed.

Further, in order to enable 
well-wishers and members 
who are willing to contribute 
to the Clean Election cam-
paign of  the SKK, the ex-
ecutive secretaries of the Sumi 
Baptist churches associations 
will request all in concern for 
the stated matter.

Dimapur, August 21 (EMN): A con-
clave of  Naga Christian Fellowships 
across India was held at the Dimapur 
Rengma Baptist Church during Au-
gust 18-20. 

A press release from the organis-
ers informed on Monday that NCF 
pastors and leaders participated in 
the program speaking about their 
experience in the ministry.  Asso-
ciation mission secretaries with the 
Nagaland Baptist Church Council 
(NBCC) and members of the Baptist 
Pastors Fellowship of  Dimapur and 
some other pastors from the Dimapur 
areas attended the conclave too, it was 
informed. 

“This is a platform where all the 
NCFs Pastors come together for a time 
of  prayer and spiritual renewal,” the 
press release stated. The speakers for 
the event were Rev. Dr. Zelhou Keyho, 
general secretary of  the NBCC; Rev. 
Dr. Rachülie Vihieno, pastor of Union 
Baptist Church, Kohima; and Rev. 
Vilodi Sakhrie, pastor of Town Baptist 
Church, Dimapur. 

Pastors and leaders from Guwa-
hati, Aizawl, Itanagar, Happy Valley, 
Shillong, NEIGRIHMS Shillong; 
Kolkata, Nagpur, Dehradun, Ban-
galore, Mysore, Chennai, and Pon-
dicherry attended the programme, the 
organisers stated.

The director of  the NMM, Rev. 
Andrew Semp, told the pastors that 
the programme was an opportunity 
for them to ‘come out of their cocoons 
to relax, refresh and rejuvenate their 
minds and be strengthened.’ 

‘This is a time of  remarkable 
change with great challenges and 
exciting opportunities.  Technology 
and communication are making the 
world smaller and more connected 
than ever which at the same time there 
are unique challenges which confronts 
us that needs creative and intelligent 
means to stay adaptable and respon-
sive to complex situations,’ the press 
release quoted him as having said.  

“Coming together in a forum like 
this can ensure and help NCFs to 
continue to stay strong, relevant, con-
nected and be on the task.”

Likewise, the general secretary of  
the NBCC, Rev. Dr. Zelhou Keyho, 
spoke to the gathering based on the 
theme of  “abundant life—shepherd-
ing.” 

‘This is a time to hear from them 
about their success and failures in 
the ministry.  He encouraged and 
reminded them that they are the 
shepherds called by God to take care 
of the sheep.  As owners of the sheep, 
until the sheep returns to the owner 
we are to look for them,’ the statement 

explained.  
As representatives of Jesus Christ, 

the church leader stated, ‘shepherds’ 
must develop Christ-like attitudes and 
behaviour. Only then, he said, “shep-
herding will be comfortable.”

The NBCC leader reminded them 
that in times of discouragements ‘it is 
easy for us to solve the problems but 
in such kind of  situations where do 
they go.’ 

“If  we do not find our shelter in 
Christ, we cannot provide protection 
to the sheep.  He further encouraged 
the Pastors that to be good shepherds 
we need to enter into personal relation-
ship with God daily,” he said. 

During the conclave, the Naga 
Christian Fellowship Forum took a 
resolution to support the Clean Elec-
tion Campaign under the banner of  
NBCC. 

The next conclave would be held in 
Bangalore, 2019. A departing member 
of the forum Sakurepba Tzudir, pastor 
of  NCF Mumbai, was replaced by 
Toshi Jamir, pastor of  NCF Mysore, 
the organisers informed.

Also, the convenor of the forum, 
Wapangtoshi commented that the 
conclave was the ‘first time coming 
together’ with association mission 
secretaries and pastors ‘which was a 
good platform.’

“The main aim of  the 
conference was to bring 
together local and inter-
national law students, to 
learn, exchange ideas, in-
novate and collaborate and 
understand aspects of  in-
ternational law. It also seeks 
to enable and inspire laws 
students to become part of  
an expanding global move-
ment to transform law and 
culture,” the press release 
stated. 

Law students from vari-
ous countries including In-
donesia, India, South Ko-
rea, China, Singapore, Sri 
Lanka, Nepal, Bangladesh, 
and Pakistan participated, it 
was informed.

Speakers were drawn 
from South Korea, Ger-
many, India, America, and 
Singapore. The spoke about 
various topics: Christian 
perspective of  Human 
Rights; responding to re-
ligious persecution; ‘hall-
marks of  a Christian law-
yer’; issues about restriction 
on Freedom of  Speech; 
Christ and modern culture; 
issues about building a net-
work of  Christian lawyers 
across Asia and ‘devotional 
services on the calling of a 
Christian lawyer. 

Dimapur,  August  21 
(EMN): A three-member 
delegation of  the Naga-
land GB Federation on 
Monday called on Chief  
Minister TR Zeliang to 
raise a number of  issues, 
including taking into con-
fidence all stakeholders in 
resolving the Naga politi-
cal issue. 

The chief  minister’s 
office issued a press release 
on Monday informing that 
the GBs raised, among oth-

ers, the issue of  recognition 
to the Rongmei tribe.

The delegation submit-
ted copies of  memoranda 
addressed to Prime Minis-
ter Narendra Modi and the 
centre’s interlocutor for the 
Naga peace talks RN Ravi. 
The representations ap-
pealed to the government 
of  India to take on board 
all the stakeholders for the 
‘final solution,’ the press 
release stated.  

The NGBF’s General 

Secretary Shikuto Zalipu 
informed the chief  minister 
that a 15-member delega-
tion of  GBs also met with 
RN Ravi, Th.Muivah and 
Khole separately at Delhi 
to urge them “for inclusive-
ness of  all stakeholders.” 

On the issue of  recogni-
tion to the Rongmei tribe, 
Zalipu informed the chief  
minister that “they held 
talks with Nagaland Tribes 
Council on the issue earlier 
during which the council 

clarified that they were 
not opposed to recognition 
of  those 1313 and their 
ancestors who settled in 
Nagaland before statehood 
in 1963.”

In this connection, the 
GBs urged the chief  minis-
ter to “implement the cabi-
net order so that children 
of  those early Rongmei 
settlers do not suffer.” 

Further, the GBs raised 
the issue of  construction 
of  their office at the ‘Old 
DC’s office’ that was stated 
to have been pending at the 
secretariat ‘for long.’ 

The delegation also re-
quested the chief  minister 
to “issue a vehicle” for the 
federation. 

“The chief  minister has 
assured the delegation to 
look into the matter at the 
earliest and urged them 
to play a constructive role 
to voice fearlessly for the 
unity of  all Nagas. He ex-
pressed the hope that centre 
would work out a formula 
for inclusiveness and that 
all stakeholders would be 
taken into account before 
signing of  final frame-work 
agreement,” the press re-
lease added. 

Dimapur,  August  21 
(EMN):  Nine students 
of  Kohima Law College 
attended the Asian Con-
ference for Law Students 
at Bangkok in Thailand 
recently. The event was 
conducted from August 11 
to the 16th, a press release 

from the institution stated 
on Monday.

The students were Nzan-
mongi Odyuo, Khriezovon-
uo Kirha, Chumbeni Kith-
an, Helen Tungoe, Toshika 
Wotsa, S. Birila, Petesenuo 
Perhielie, Bokali Kasho and 
Grace Lotha, stated the 

press release appended by 
Kezhokhoto Savi, Profes-
sor in-charge, Kohima Law 
College.

The conference was stat-
ed to have been conducted 
with ‘redeeming law: Chris-
tian calling and the legal 
profession’ as the theme. 
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Security force arrests NSCN 
cadres and linkman in Arunachal 

Man from Manipur drowns 
in Hauz Khas Deer Park Lake 

Compassionate family pension 
in Assam instead of employment

N.F.R observes Quit India Movement anniv

AICSU welcomes resignation of Dr. BD Chakma 

Song on Koch Rajbongshi of Assam AICC Minority Observer 
arrives in Aizawl 

N.F.Railway conduct inspections 

Former PTI Regional Engineer dies

Manipur govt to construct two science centres

‘Govt making effort to increase population of Sangai’

HCP(D) Zosangbera faction welcomes Govt 
decision to hold talks with HPC(D) Sanate faction 

AACICEA appeals Sonowal

‘352 km Mizoram NH to boost ties with Myanmar; provide new trade route’

Itanagar, August 21 (PTI): Security 
forces in Arunachal Pradesh have 
arrested two NSCN (I-M) cadres, 
one NSCN (K) ultra and a NSCN 
(K) linkman during operations in 
Tirap and Changlang districts. 

A NSCN (R) camp was also 
busted at Changlang district 
during the operations, carried out 
yesterday. 

The Khonsa Battalion of  
Assam Rifles under the aegis 
of  DAO Division of  the Army 
apprehended the two NSCN (I-
M) rebels from Bera village near 

Khonsa town in Tirap district, 
defence spokesman Colonel 
Chiranjeet Konwer said. 

Based on specific intelligence 
inputs about the presence of  
the cadres who were trying to 
intimidate villagers and extort 
money  f rom them,  the  AR 
battalion launched an operation 
in the village and apprehended the 
rebels. A pistol, live ammunition, 
extortion notes amounting to 
Rs 25,000 and documents were 
seized. 

The arrested cadres were 

identified as Nali Nyamtey and 
Rangmo Thakte who hail from Laju 
circle in the district, the spokesman 
said. 

In another operation launched 
by the Jairampur Battalion of  
Assam Rifles and Jagun police, 
one NSCN (K) cadre and another 
NSCN (K) linkman were arrested 
from Phulbari village in the Assam- 
Arunachal border yesterday. 

The duo,  who were trying to 
carry out extortion activities in the 
village, were identified as Rajapio 
Chankap Mossang and Wangnong 

Ranrang. Extortion letters and 
documents were recovered from 
their possession. Meanwhile, the 
Jairampur Battalion of  AR in 
the early hours today busted a 
hideout of the NSCN (R) at Miao 
in Changlang district. However, the 
underground cadres were able to 
escape using the cover of darkness 
and foliage. 

The rebels were using the 
hideout as an adhoc base for 
terrorizing people and carrying 
out extortion in the neighbouring 
villages, the spokesman said.

New Delhi, August 21 
(PTI) :  A 22-year -o ld 
man from Manipur today 
drowned in the lake at the 
Deer Park in Hauz Khas, 
the police said. The police 
are probing if  it was a case 
of suicide. 

Around 6 am, Horthan, 
along with two of  his 
friends, had gone to the 
deer park for morning 
walk, the police said. While 
walking, Horthan suddenly 
ran towards the lake, they 
added. His friends told the 
police that on reaching the 

lake, Horthan took off  his 
shirt and jumped into it. 

The two friends kept 
cal l ing Hor than from 
the banks of  the lake but 
when they did not get any 
response, they informed the 
police. The police and the 
fire department personnel 
subsequently arrived at the 
spot and launched a rescue 
operation. After about a 
couple of hours, Horthan’s 
body was fished out of the 
lake, the police said, adding 
that it was sent for a post- 
mortem. 

Horthan had come to 
Delhi on July 27 in search 
of a job. He was staying at 
his sister’s place at Maharani 
Bagh. The friends of  the 
deceased told the police 
that they had consumed 
liquor the previous night and 
that Horthan might have 
been under the influence of  
alcohol. 

However, the police are 
waiting for the autopsy report 
to confirm this. They are 
also questioning Horthan’s 
friends to ascertain if it was 
a case of suicide. 

Guwahati, August 21 (PTI): The Assam 
government today said that it will notify a 
scheme for compassionate family pension 
in lieu of job offers to family members as it 
did not serve the objective due to practical 
difficulties. “It has been noticed that the 
existing compassionate appointment policy 
did not fully serve the objectives and often 
the legal heir fails to get an appointment 
immediately due to practical difficulties 
such as lack of  educational qualifications 
and non-availability of vacancies within the 
stipulated five per cent of total vacancies,” an 
official release said.

Accordingly, it is proposed to notify a new 
scheme called ‘Scheme for Compassionate 

Family Pension in lieu of  Compassionate 
Appointment’, which will be known as 
‘Compassionate Family Pension Scheme’ or 
CFP Scheme, it added.

The scheme will be applicable to those 
employees who died in harness on or 
after April 1, 2017, but the relevant office 
memorandums related to the compassionate 
appointments will be applicable to those who 
died on or before March 31, 2017.

The new scheme will be applicable to all 
employees of the state government, all others 
as eligible under Assam Services (Pension) 
Rules, 1969, all state government employees 
under NPS category and All India Services 
officers borne on Assam cadre.

Dimapur, August 21 (EMN): All 
India Chakma Students’ Union 
(AICSU), the apex student’s body 
of  the Chakmas of  India, welcome 
the resignation of  Dr. Buddha 
Dhan Chakma, Minister of  State 
of  Sericulture and Fisheries who 
is the only Chakma minister in 
the Chief  Minister Lal Thanhawla 
Cabinet. AICSU president Dilip 
Kanti Chakma stated in a press 
release stating that Dr BD Chakma 
has resigned today in protest 
against the denial of  MBBS seats 

to four Chakma students who have 
qualified in the National Eligibility 
Cum Entrance Test (NEET) this 
year and secured seats as per the 
merit list under Mizoram state 
quota.

In  h is  res ignat ion le t ter  
submitted to Chief  Minister 
Lalthanhawla today, Dr BD 
Chakma stated that the four 
Chakma students  who have 
qualified under NEET-2017 from 
Mizoram state quota were called 
for counseling on 20 July 2017 

by the Higher and Technical 
E d u c a t i o n  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  
Mizoram government but on the 
same day, just after the completion 
of  the said counseling and without 
providing any reason thereof, the 
whole process of  counseling was 
cancelled by the Commissioner, 
Higher and Technical Education 
Department and called for a fresh 
re-counseling.

 Dilip said “The cancellation of  
MBBS seats after allocation to the 
four meritorious Chakma students 

by the Mizoram government 
following undue pressure from the 
non state actors is totally illegal and 
unjustified and stated Mizoram 
government should respect merit 
of  the students and the NEET 
results.” 

The Chakmas of  Mizoram 
are facing a very hard time due to 
racial discrimination by the State 
and we welcome the resignation of  
our lone minister Dr BD Chakma 
to send across a strong message 
stated Dilip.

Mumbai, August 21 (IANS): 
Assamese musician Joi Barua will 
soon unveil a song which is a tribute 
to Koch Rajbongshi, an indigenous 
community of  Assam. The song, 
“Na Jujor Ronuwa - the rebirth 
of the Koches”, and its video will 
be out by mid-September.  “The 
contribution of the Koch dynasty 
towards Assamese history has 
been immense. It was a powerful 
entity which spread across Assam, 
Bengal, Nepal, Burma, Bangladesh, 
Bhutan and more,” Barua told 
IANS.

The video has been shot 
extensively in par ts  of  old 
Kamatapur in Assam, Meghalaya, 
North Bengal, Bihar, Jharkhand, 
Nepal, Bangladesh and the borders 

of  Bhutan.  “The video has been 
produced and directed by Indrajit 
Narayan Deb, who is 18th in line 
in the Bir Chilarai dynasty,” he said. 
This song is a continuation in the 
album “PRIDE” for the band Joi, 
and aims to celebrate the glorious 
stories and traditions of Assam. 

“Starting with the song ‘Rabha’ 
last year, the journey has gotten 
inward with storytelling coming in 
from the deep of our land,” he said. 
“We felt that the time had come 
where we told our own stories with 
pride and what better means, than 
with music,” he added.

Barua is coming up with 
another song soon. Titled “Sitiki 
Bagori Jai”, the song happened after 
his conversations with mountaineer 

Krushnaa Patil from Mumbai.  “I 
was inspired by her courage and 
zeal in the face of  all odds. To 
climb the Everest is not an everyday 
mission, and what it takes of you 
and what it makes you, are what 
kept me thinking all the while,” 
said Barua.

“Beautifully penned by Ibson 
Lal Baruah, this is the third song 
in the album and while making 
the song and taking pride in the 
immense Himalayas, I realised it 
was respect and pride in my friend 
Krushnaa too, which guided me to 
this project,” he added. The video 
has been shot in a documentary 
style by her. “We will launch the 
song and video this Sunday (August 
27),” said the singer.

Dimapur, August 21 (EMN): All 
India Congress Committee (Minority 
Department) Observer for Meghalaya, 
Nagaland and Mizoram Rejaul Karim 
Laskar arrived in Aizawl on August 21 
for a five days visit of Mizoram. During 
his visit, he will take stock of  the 
activities of the Minority Department 
of the party in the state. He will also 
meet some important minority civil 
society leaders in the state as part of  
the AICC Minority Department’s civil 
society outreach. Laskar will also meet 
senior Congress leaders of the state to 
discuss about the role of the Minority 
Department in the campaign for the 
coming Legislative Assembly elections 
in the state.

Dimapur, August 21 (EMN): As per 
directives of  Railway Minister, three 
weeks intensive catering inspection drive 
was launched along with officials from 
commercial, medical, mechanical and 
electrical department. During the drive 27 
pair of  trains having pantry car services, 
28 refreshment rooms, seven base kitchens, 
four food plazas, two food courts, three Jan 
Aahaars, eight milk parlors and all tea stalls 
were inspected and deficiencies have been 
addressed.

During the inspection from 01.08.2017 
to 15.08.2017 fines amounting to Rs. 10.30 
lakh were collected, about 342 unauthorised 

vendors were apprehended of  which 207 
sent to judicial custody during Magistrate 
checking. The release further said that during 
the inspection period only one catering 
related complaint was registered through 
various modes like CPGRAMS, COMS etc. 

Divisions have been instructed to ensure 
cleanliness, sanitization and rectification of  
any Electrical or Mechanical deficiencies in 
Pantry car. Field Units have been instructed 
to continuously monitor catering service 
in real time basis. Railway Magistrates 
along with RPF and GRP personnel 
actively participated to nab and prosecute 
unauthorised vendors. 

Guwahati, August 21 (PTI): Mahesh 
Chakraborty, former Regional Engineer 
in the Press Trust of  India (PTI) passed 
away in Guwahati after a brief  illness, his 
family sources said today. He was 68. He 
is survived by his wife, two daughters and 
a son. Chakraborty was admitted to the 

Gauhati Medical College Hospital for brain 
hemorrhage and died on Saturday evening, 
the sources said. 

He had joined the PTI in Kolkata in 1968 
and served in the premier news agency’s 
Imphal and Guwahati bureaus before his 
retirement in 2009. 

Our Correspondent
I m p h a l ,  A u g u s t  2 1 
(EMN): :  In  an e f for t 
to promote science and 
technology in various 
development programmes, 
the  s tate  authori ty  i s 
all set to construct two 
district science centres 
a n d  p l a n e t a r i u m  i n 
C h u r a c h a n d p u r  a n d 
Ukhrul district. At present 
the state has one science 
centre in Imphal.

The construction works 
will start by the end of  
this month or early part 
o f  n ex t  m o n t h ,  s ay s 
Director E Ibocha of  State 
Science and Technology 
department. The North 
E a s t e r n  C o u n c i l  h a s 
released the required funds 
for the two centres. The 
civil works will be taken 

up by the Manipur Tribal 
Development Corporation 
while the exhibit portion 
will be looked after by 
the National  Counci l 
o f  Sc i ence  Museums 
(NCSM), Government of  
India.

The department has 
also proposed to set up 
S c i e n c e  C e n t r e  a n d 
Planetar ium in  ever y 
district headquarters in a 
phased manner. 

The depar tment  i s 
also planning to develop 
technology museum at the 
existing Manipur Science 
centre at Takyelpat so that 
the outdated and unused 
equipments and machines 
could be displayed for the 
younger generation besides 
creat ing a innovation 
hub under the National 

I n n o v a t i o n  C o u n c i l 
through the NCSM, he 
added.

T h e  3 2  y e a r  o l d 
department which has 
two registered societies - 
Manipur Remote Sensing 
A p p l i c a t i o n s  C e n t r e 
(MARSAC) and Manipur 
Science and Technology 
Council (MASTEC) which 
had been organising short-
term activities such as 
science meet, observation 
o f  wor ld  in te l l ec tua l 
property day, national 
mathematics day, national 
science day, millennium 
science lectures,  state 
level aquarium and flower 
exhibition, training on 
remote sensing, GPS and 
GIS, training in learning 
science through low- cost 
hands-on experiments etc.

Our Correspondent
I m p h a l ,  A u g u s t  2 1 
(EMN): Manipur Forest 
and Environment Minister 
Th Shyamkumar Singh 
while addressing one day 
consultation cum sensitization 
workshop on “Conservation 
of  Sangai in Manipur for 
state legislature, administrator 
and the media” held here 
on Monday said that the 
state government is making 
serious effort to increase the 
population of  the Sangai at 
Keibul Lamjao National Park 
(KLNP) which is the natural 
habitat of the State Animal.

Stating that the Sangai is 

the pride of the State, Minister 
Shyamkumar also expressed 
the need to revamp KLNP 
during the day’s consultation 
cum workshop organised by 
State Forest Department in 
collaboration with Wildlife 
Institute of India, Dehradun. 
Rucervus eldii eldii or Sangai 
deer, one of  the rarest deers 
on Earth, live on floating land 
masses in KLNP, world’s only 
floating reserve covering 40 
square km area. The reserve is 
a part of the 246 sq km Loktak 
Lake in Bishnupur district, 
located about 50 km from here.

The last Census, carried 
out in March 31 and April 

2 last year,put the Sangai 
population at 260 against 204 
of March 2013 census. There 
was just 14 Sangai at KLNP 
during the first census in 1977.
Interestingly, the carrying 
capacity of KNLP is said to be 
about 297 Sangai, according 
to  exper t s.  Welcoming 
suggestions from the scholars, 
elders and locals l iving 
near KLNP with thorough 
knowledge about the Sangai, 
Minister also said that they can 
contribute with their valuable 
knowledge in conserving and 
protecting the Sangai.

Expressing happiness 
over the widespread people’s 

participation in tree plantion 
activities,he felt there is a 
positive change among the 
general population about 
environment and clubs, 
NGOs and associations are 
spreading awareness about tree 
plantation.

P r i n c i p a l  C h i e f  
Conservator of Forests & Head 
of  Forest Force K Angami, 
Additional Chief  Secretary 
Shambhu Singh, scientists 
from Wildlife Institute of India, 
Chairman L Radhakishore of  
Manipur Pollution Control 
Board, Kumbi MLA S Bira 
and media persons attended 
the workshop.

Aizawl, August 21 (PTI): Manipur-based 
Hmar People’s Convention (Democratic) 
led by H Zosangbera today welcomed the 
Mizoram government’s decision to hold 
peace talks with the HPC (D) faction led by 
Lalhmingthanga Sanate.

 A press statement issued by John F 
Hmar, Information and Publicity Secretary 
of the HPC (D) expressed the wish that the 
talks be successful. Zosangbera faction said 
that the talks with Sanate’s faction would 
pave the way for early and permanent 
solution to the vexed Hmar problem. 

The state government had decided 

to hold talks with Sanate’s faction of  the 
HPC (D) within this month and with the 
Zosangbera faction next month which had 
been nearing conclusion. 

Sanate was the founder president of the 
HPC (D) when the outfit went underground 
soon after the surrender of  HPC cadres 
following the agreement inked with 
Mizoram government in July 1994. 

H e  wa s  o u s t e d  a s  p r e s i d e n t 
by Zosangbera faction after he signed 
Suspension of  Operation (SoO) with the 
Manipur government along with the Kuki 
militant groups. 

Dimapur,  August  21 
( E M N ) :  C o m mu n i t y 
I n f o r m a t i o n  C e n t r e 
Employees Association 
of  Assam has expressed 
pain to the present BJP 
government of  Assam for 
extremely delay for the 
regularisation process 
of  438 Operators of  the 
Community Information 
Centre of  Assam. 

In a press release by 
All Assam CIC Employees 
Association President 
M Thaosen stated “the 
CIC project of  Assam 
was implemented on 15th 
August 2002 during the 
BJP Government in the 
central by former Prime 
Minister Atal Bihari Bajpai. 

‘The CIC Operators 
of  Assam l i fe  is  ver y 
hardship and deplorable 
condition to survive due to 

lackadaisical attitude to the 
process of  CIC Operators 
job regularisation added 
Thaosen. 

Thaosen further stated 
the Guwahati High Court 
has  a l r eady  dec la red 
the verdict in favor of  
All Assam Community 
I n f o r m a t i o n  C e n t r e 
Employees Association 
(AACICEA) and published 
in The Assam Tribune 
on 9th March 2016, to 
regularise CIC Operators 
services at the earliest. 

He said “We the CIC 
Employees Association of  
Assam highly honor the 
present BJP Government 
of  Assam for their good 
governance and we hope 
t h a t  t h e  g ove r n m e n t 
will regularise our CIC 
Opera to r s  job  a t  the 
earliest.

N ew  D e l h i ,  Au g u s t  2 1 
(IANS): Aiming to strengthen 
India’s geo-strategic stand and 
transform the northeastern 
region into an economic 
powerhouse, the Centre has 
cleared a Rs 6,167 crore upgrade 
of a 352-km National Highway 
(NH) in Mizoram that will 
improve economic connectivity 
to Myanmar as also create 
an alternate trade route for 
mainland traders doing business 
in the northeast.

“The Aizawl-Tuipang NH 
is a major road development 
work at improving economic 
connectivity between Myanmar 
and India. This will also improve 

access to ASEAN markets for 
agro-processing, horticulture, 
dairy and fisheries, besides 
other industries based on the 
markets, availability of  raw 
materials and other competitive 
advantages,” Nagendra Nath 
Sinha, Managing Director of  
National Highway Infrastructure 
Development Corporation 
(NHIDCL), which is executing 
the project, told IANS.

(The  s t r e t ch  be tween 
Tuipang and the Myanmar 
border is being executed by 
the Mizoram PWD under 
the supervision of  the Union 
Ministry of  Road Transport 
and Highways.)  Sinha, a 1987 

batch Jharkhand cadre IAS 
officer, who recently became 
the NHIDCL head, said the 
project will receive funding of  
Rs 4,487 crore from the Japan 
International Co-operation 
Agency (JICA). The agreement 
for the first tranche of Rs 3,690 
crore was signed in March 2017.

“ N H I D C L  i s  m a k i n g 
advanced preparations for 
starting the work by taking 
up land acquisition activities 
in earnest,” he said, adding 
that the tender document for 
the upgrade has been readied 
and has been sent to JICA for 
approval “which is also expected 
soon”.  NHIDCL sources said 

the tender would be floated in 
the first week of  September 
and the contract awarded by 
December.

The cost of  civil works 
has been set at Rs 4,164 crore 
while Rs 520.45 crore has been 
earmarked for land acquisition, 
the sources said, adding that 
once the project becomes a 
reality, it will improve access 
to ASEAN markets for agro-
processing, timber and bamboo-
based industries among other 
goods.

Myanmar, the only southeast 
Asian country which shares 
a 1,643-km-long border with 
India, serves as a gateway to 

the other 10 member-states of  
the Association of  Southeast 
Asian Nations (ASEAN). Four 
northeastern states -- Arunachal 
Pradesh (520 km), Manipur (398 
km), Nagaland (215 km) and 
Mizoram (510 km) -- have an 
unfenced border with Myanmar.

Authorities at the Ministry 
of  Road Transport Highways 
said the project is of  utmost 
importance for Indo-Myanmar 
connectivity and environment 
clearance will be received by 
September before its tender is 
floated for bidding. Environment 
clearance for the project is a must 
as 11.61 hectares of land for the 
highway is riverine reserve land. 

Due to the hilly terrain and 
other difficulties, the government 
has set the construction cost at 
Rs 10-13 crore per km against 
that of  Rs 3.95 crore in the 
plains.  An expert on Indo-
Myanmar affairs sees the project 
as a renewed commitment for 
the region’s socio-economic 
development, where roads have 
mostly been in a dilapidated 
condition for decades.

“The  Aizwal -Tuipang 
highway should be seen as an 
achievement, if  done within the 
time-frame. It is important that 
it is an all-weather road. We 
already have a Indo-Myanmar 
Friendship Road in Manipur 

but several sections are not 
usable throughout the year,” 
K. Yhome, Senior Research 
Fellow at the Observer Research 
Foundation, told IANS.

“This project will  aim 
towards building a strong 
BIMSTEC (Bay of  Bengal 
Initiative for Multi-Sectoral 
Technical  and Economic 
Cooperation) community and 
strengthen strategy for India’s 
neighbourhood,” Yhome said, 
adding the project will also help 
in reaching business to the main 
areas of  Mizoram and other 
states in the northeast, which too 
will result in the socio-economic 
development of the region.

Dimapur, August 21 (EMN): 
Along with the rest of  Country 
N F Railway commemorated the 
75th anniversary of  Quit India 
Movement at N F Railway Head 
Quarter today. General Manager, 
N F Railway, Chahatey Ram 
administered of pledge on Sankalp 
for a New India to all officers 
and staff  of  N F Railway. In all 
schools run by the Railways, quiz 
competition on the Quit India 
movement would be conducted. 

Discretion on New India 
Manthan would be held in the 
divisions and the head quarter in 
which there will be thread ware 
discussion on future plan and 
action of the railway.
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Essar Oil closes sell-off to 
Russia’s Rosneft, names new CEO 
M u m b a i ,  Au g u s t  2 1 
(IANS): Ruia brothers-led 
Essar Oil (EOL) on Mon-
day announced the closure 
of  the company’s sale, in-
cluding its Vadinar refin-
ery, to Russian state-run 
Rosneft-led consortium for 
$12.9 billion, which was fol-
lowed by the appointment 
of a new board of directors 
for EOL as well as a new 
chief executive.

According to an Essar 
Oil statement, the transac-
tion, which was initiated in 
2016 on the sidelines of the 
BRICS leaders summit in 
Goa, represents the largest 
foreign direct investment 
(FDI) into India till date. It 
is also Russia’s single-largest 
foreign investment made 
anywhere in the world. The 
deal includes acquisition of  
Essar Oil’s 20 million tonne 
Vadinar refinery in Gujarat 
and its retail outlets, as well 
as the Vadinar Port at an 
additional $2 billion.

The first deal involves 
the sale of  49.13 per cent 
stake in Essar Oil to Petrol 
Complex, a subsidiary of  
Rosneft, while the second 
envisages the sale of  an-
other 49 per cent to Kesani 
Enterprises, owned by a 
consortium led by Trafigura 
and United Capital Part-
ners. The remaining 1.74 
per cent stake continues to 

be held by retail sharehold-
ers. Rosneft had announced 
in December that it would 
close the deal within a few 
weeks, but the sale got de-
layed owing to lenders in-
sisting that their debts with 
Essar be cleared first.

“Essar Energy would 
also like to specially thank 
EOL’s lenders -- State Bank 
of India, ICICI Bank, IDBI 
Bank, Axis Bank, Yes Bank, 
and rest of  the consortium 
-- for supporting Essar Oil 
through its journey of over 
two decades that has now 
culminated in this value-
accretive transaction,” the 
statement said. “We have 
substantially deleveraged 
our portfolio companies’ 
balance sheets, reducing 
debt by over $11 billion, 
or Rs 70,000 crore,” Essar 
Capital Director Prashant 
Ruia said.

Elaborating on this in 
a subsequent release, Essar 
said that it “has paid circa 
$5 billion (Rs 32,000 crore) 
to lenders to repay debt 
at Holdco level, debt of  
circa $5.4 billion (Rs 34,400 
crore) in EOL, VOTL and 
VPCL has become non-
Essar exposure. “Further 
circa $600 million (Rs 4,000 
crore) has been used to re-
pay Indian lenders at oper-
ating company level (Essar 
Oil Limited, VOTL and 
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VPCL).”
Commenting on the 

development, ICICI Bank 
Chief  Executive Chanda 
Kochhar said in a statement: 
“ICICI Bank has played 
a key role through the en-
tire process of  completion 
of  the transaction since it 
was announced in October 
last year. This transaction 
reduces ICICI Bank’s expo-
sure to the Essar Group by 
about 50 per cent.”

Following the closure 
of  the sale, Essar Oil an-
nounced the appointment 
of a new board of directors 
and chief  executive officer. 
“The new board will be 
chaired by Tony Fountain 
who brings 30 years of  in-
dustry experience having 
held senior roles with BP, 

Reliance Industries in India 
and currently with the UK’s 
Nuclear Decommissioning 
Authority and ATCO, one 
of  Canada’s major energy 
companies,” a statement 
said here. It also named B. 
Anand as the new Chief  
Executive Officer of  the 
company with immediate 
effect.  According to the 
statement, Anand has over 
30 years’ experience in cor-
porate finance, investment 
banking and in the com-
modity trading industry. He 
was earlier Chief Financial 
Officer of  Trafigura India 
since 2012. Prior to Trafig-
ura, Anand was Group 
Director of  Finance for 
the Future Group and also 
held senior positions with 
Vedanta Resources Group.

New Delhi, August 21 (IANS): Banks will have to pay 3 per 
cent Integrated Goods and Services Tax (IGST) on imports 
of gold and silver, which can be claimed as input tax credit, 
the Central Board of Excise and Customs (CBEC) said on 
Monday. “Yes, 3 per cent IGST is payable on all imports of  
precious metals in addition to the basic customs duty. IGST 
paid can be taken as input tax credit by the banks,” CBEC 
said in a set of Frequently Asked Questions (FAQs).

Banks, being registered entities, would be liable to pay 
IGST on such imports but not the overseas entities since they 
are not effecting the import, it said. The 3 per cent IGST is 
payable with effect from July 1, the day of implementation 
of the new indirect tax regime. 

CBEC said that the GST is payable at the rate of 3 per 
cent of the total transaction value of jewellery, whether the 
making charge is shown separately or not.  Under the new 
GST regime, apart from the 3 per cent IGST, a basic customs 
duty of 10 per cent is payable on gold imports.

Replying to a FAQ on the GST treatment when the gold 
is issued as raw material to a job worker and returned as 
finished goods, CBEC said that the job worker, if registered, 
would be required to pay GST at the rate of 5 per cent on 
job charges.”The jewellery manufacturer would in turn take 
credit of GST paid on such job work and may utilise the 
same for payment of  GST on his sales of  manufactured 
jewelry.  However, if the job worker is exempted from regis-
tration, the jewelry manufacturer would be required to pay 
GST on his input supply from the job worker (of jewelry 
made out of precious metal given by him) on reverse charge 
basis,” CBEC stated.Nonetheless, he would be eligible to 
avail input credit of the tax so paid under the reverse charge 
mechanism, it added.

M u m b a i ,  Au g u s t  2 1 
(IANS): The country’s larg-
est public lender State Bank 
of  India (SBI) on Monday 
announced waiver of up to 
100 per cent processing fee 
on car loans, personal gold 
loans and personal loans, in 
view of  the festive season. 
The waivers are effective 
immediately. “This is in ad-
dition to the existing waiver 
on processing fee on takeo-
ver of  home loans,” SBI 
said in a statement. While 
the bank has announced a 
100 per cent waiver on the 
processing fee of  car loans 
till December 31, customers 
can avail 50 per cent waiver 
on processing fee of  per-
sonal gold loans till October 

31, it said. “Till September 
30, customers can avail 50 
per cent waiver on process-
ing fee on Xpress Credit 
- a personal loan offering by 
the bank,” it added.

San Francisco, August 21 
(IANS): The next version 
of  Google’s mobile oper-
ating system ‘Android O’ 
is set to be officially rolled 
out in the US on Monday. 
“On August 21, a solar 
eclipse will sweep across 
the entire US for the first 
time since 1918. 

Android is helping you 
experience this historic 
natural phenomenon so 
you can learn more about 
the eclipse and countdown 
to the big day when you’ll 
meet the next release of  
Android and all of  its su-
per (sweet) new powers, 
revealed via live-stream 
from New York City,” said 
a report in 9to5Google late 

on Sunday.
Update to Android 

8.0 version is expected 
to introduce a new pic-
ture-in-picture mode, new 
notification dots to the 
Operating System (OS) 
and improvements to Blue-
tooth audio playback.

Recently-launched pre-
mium smartphones such 
as Samsung Galaxy S8, 
S8+ and HTC U11 are ex-
pected to see the software 
updates before the end of  
this year.

Around 85 per cent of  
Android devices used, ac-
cording to the latest num-
bers, have not upgraded to 
Android Nougat that was 
released last year.
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Breaking the Integrated Injustice

Rejoinder to ‘A Political Messiah has Come to Nagaland’

The Success of India’s Women in STEM is Threatened by Many Paradoxes

Jeopardised L
ately Nagas have come to a 
proper realization of the term, 
‘injustice.’ With the birth of  
ACAUT, there has begun a 
green revolution in Nagaland. 

We all expect our own Naga brothers and 
sisters to show some kind of justice in exe-
cuting their works so that the public gets its 
due share in due season. When the shares 
of the far flung villages are well eaten by 
the rich and the powerful in the well-built 
offices and furnished homes, the poor vil-
lagers continue to live in misery. Some 
people fattened themselves from the poor 
man’s share. Even in this state of life, the 
simple villagers live a happy social life. It is 
confusing when injustice is integrated with 
the social life of the people. All the same, 
habitual injustice meted out to villagers 
need to be wiped out so that there is equal 
share for equal people.

Village life can be heading for its own 
ruin if  no precautions are taken at the right 
time. Huge sum of money in the form of  
numerous schemes and funds which are 
well managed by VDB Secretary and his 
close colleagues in most villages inside the 
closed doors is quite darkish (a green vil-
lage with a dark life). Therefore, the fight 
for the post of Chairman, VDB Secretary, 
etc is really a type of head hunting. Do they 
fight in order to render their best service to 
the villagers or to eat them up? This shows 
the warring life of the Nagas. Nagas are 
no pagans (few exceptions); therefore, they 
found different ways of fighting and killing. 
It is better to fight Christianly than to live pa-

ganly. There are numerous volunteers who 
forced themselves into such posts but not 
for other selfless works. The ladder climb 
begins with a tug of war. At the end, such 
people never appear to recount their good 
deeds. There are many tigermen in Naga-
land. They know how to wait and snatch 
a good meal for themselves. While on the 
other hand, the simple villagers await the 
coming of such schemes/funds with lots 
of expectation. Some people munch the 
funds in laughter, others keep waiting till 
they grow old and grey. When any misuse 
of funds is detected, such leaders resign im-
mediately. This hypocritical act is to shut 
the mouth of the poor villagers. They wash 
their hands off  and allow the villagers to 
drink the same water from the basin. Na-
galand has many reservoirs of dirty water 
where tainted hands are washed regularly. 
‘Resignation’ does not mean that you have 
washed yourselves clean. Many leaders es-
cape through the back door never to appear 
in public again. After gaining from the pub-
lic funds, they quit the game cleverly with a 
big belly. The belly does not allow them to 
see the potholes of life.

We often blame the Government for its 
indifference to the needs of the public. But 
the public leaders often eat up the money 
from the Government and easily put the 
blame on the Government. The same lead-
ers gather people to voice loudly against 
the Government. This is the drama in Na-
galand. We do not know whom to blame 
for our underdeveloped State. The crowd 
is confused in anger. In the later age, the 

anger of the common people will turn to-
wards their own leaders in the villages and 
towns.

There are also many associations with-
in a tribe that swallows the nutrition of  
the tribe. In the guise of lifting up the tribe 
or village, they bring down the life of the 
people. This is why many Nagas remain 
stagnant till death. Most associations are in 
search of personal gain directly or indirect-
ly. Be it men or women associations, they 
are becoming termites of the tribes. By this 
they dethrone many good systems of the 
tribe. The real workers silently toil day and 
night like yeasts in the society.

The greed of the rich can bring about 
disparity in the Naga society. We all desire 
the latest vehicle, magnificent houses and 
thousand acres of land to keep us secure. 
But how many Nagas are living under 
stolen roofs? How many Nagas are driv-
ing stolen vehicles (or bought with stolen 
money)? How many Nagas extended his/
her four walls towards his neighbours land? 
Most of us are living at the expense of oth-
ers’ money and property? The sense of  
belonging is too strong when it comes to 
one’s property. This crazed behaviour is 
leading Nagas to the wilderness of bitter 
individualism.

The public property which lies beside 
the road suddenly become individual’s 
property. Once it reaches your gate, it be-
longs to you because you worked hard 
during the dark hours of the night. That is 
why there are many electrical posts, water 
pipes, cable wires and other public goods 

in the house of many people. I am sure 
they have become good caretakers of what 
does not belong to them. Some houses look 
like Government store. They can be rightly 
called ‘semi-government house.’ There are 
many people who are just dying to bring 
home many goods and stuffs from un-
known sources. They are the unrecognized 
smugglers. The richer they get, the wilder 
they become. Yet, life continues under the 
dark shadow.

Nagaland is becoming “Chor Bazaar 
State.” Does this sound well? No, it does 
not. But the real picture indicates such state 
of life. We are well acquainted with receiv-
ing than giving. This has led our children 
to live beyond the boundary of our dreams 
and aspirations. Today, many children are 
spoon fed with tainted money and they 
grow up only to fit the wild life. Good 
and honest life is learnt not from books 
and Google, but from good parents. This 
generation needs parents and leaders who 
can live Christian values inside their own 
homes. 

I believe that the good will and spirit of  
ACAUT will weed out injustice not only in 
the big offices but also in the village level. 
This will create a true green revolution in 
the Naga history. ACAUT has truly ven-
tured into breaking the well-established in-
tegrated injustice in Naga society. 

With good will, 

Rev. Fr. G. L. Khing
Kohima

tisislawkhing@gmail.com

T
oeing the lines of its Master, Media and Press 
bureau (M&PB)  has ventured out to render 
yet another “supreme sacrifice” in the Political 
arena of Nagaland. While M&PB seems to be 
shedding crocodile tears for its fallen Master 

backing him through Statements at the drop of a hat, the 
lack of substance in its response on pertinent issues raised 
by the Chief Minister’s Office is a clear sign of political re-
dundancy.

 M&PB may like to recollect how its Master Dr. SL 
after repeatedly claiming that he took over as Chief Min-
ister only for a period of two to three months, made his 
son, Khriehu Liezietsu vacate the 10 Northern 1 Assembly 
seat when the latter was still the Parliamentary Secretary 
of Youth Resources and Sports, and in the most autocratic 
way appointed him as Advisor to the Chief Minister with 
Cabinet Status. The obvious reason for this infamous de-
velopment, as the world understands, was a result of the 
hidden ambition of Dr. SL to cling on to the Chief Minis-

ter’s Chair till the 2018 General Elections and beyond.  One 
may recollect how Dr. SL and his Group, defying all logic, 
termed this as a “supreme sacrifice” for the NPF Party then.

We agree, a Chief Minister cannot appoint himself as 
Whip of a Political Party nor can a Party President person-
ally authorise a person as Whip of a Political Party.  A whip 
can be appointed under paragraph 2(1) (b) of the Tenth 
Schedule in accordance with express provisions in the NPF 
Party Constitution and if, there is no express provision in 
the NPF Party Constitution, the thumb rule of Democracy 
which is the decision of the majority must prevail. Leader 
of the Legislature Party since May, 2014, TR Zeliang was 
authorised by a majority of 34 NPF MLAs on 4.7.2017, 
which was further supported by 3 more NPF MLAs, to 
function as Whip of the NPF Party which was commu-
nicated to the Speaker after which, the Commissioner and 
Secretary of the Nagaland Legislative Assembly notified 
the appointment of TR Zeliang as Whip of NPF Party vide 
Notification No. AS-LEG-91/2003, Dated 19th July, 2017.

In the light of the above, the 10 NPF MLAs who were 
absent from the proceedings of the House on 19.7.2017 
and further violated the NPF Whip issued by TR Zeliang, 
Whip of NPF and Chief Minister on 21.7.2017, are liable 
to be disqualified by the Speaker. As such, no amount of  
Statements released in the Public domain will change the 
course of Law and its implication. We truly agree that the 
Law is mightier than the pen.

 The patience and silence of the CMO against false and 
derogatory accusations repeatedly raised in the Media by 
M&PB must not be mistaken for weakness because every 
provocation adds fuel to the fire and pushes resolution fur-
ther away. The Chief Minister’s Office has its own respon-
sibility to run the day to day affairs of the State and neither 
has the time nor will it stoop so low, as to engage in paper-
war with Dr. SL’S M&PB.

Issued by:
NPF, Press & Information Cell

O
n the one hand, we 
congratulate ourselves 
on the rising numbers of  
women in science and, on 
the other, choose to remain 

neutral in the face of  orthodox patriarchy. 
Ashwini Vaidya is a post-doctoral fellow 
in linguistics and cognitive science at IIT 
Delhi.

Research is usually carried out at 
academic institutions, which seem so 
serene, verdant and removed from the 
hubbub of  life. For most laypersons, 
research work has an esoteric, 
otherworldly character – but this is very 
different from reality. The fact is that 
research has a strong social component: 
there are conferences, collaborations 
and job interviews, where people’s 
group behaviour is strongly influenced 
by the social context. Yet the myth of  
the lone scholar/genius working his 
or her way through the world of  ideas 
persists. The myth is also made more 
misleading by the knowledge that access 
to the world of  ideas has often been 
restricted. Throughout history, this lone 
scholar has most often been male and has 
worked in traditionally male-dominated 
institutions.

The 2016 Hollywood film Hidden 
Figures shows the mathematician 
Katherine Johnson working in NASA in 
the early fifties as a ‘coloured computer’, 
who had to wait several years until she 
could even be credited as an author of  a 
technical report. Racial segregation was 
a part of  NASA at that time, even though 
many great minds worked there. Women 
were not allowed at meetings and she 
often had to insist that she had a right 
to be present. What’s more, even though 
Johnson made enormous contributions 
to the space program, it was only last 
year that NASA thought of  naming one 
of  their buildings after her. Minimising 
the contributions of  women is a recurring 
theme in the history of  many fields, 
including science. We also give too little 
importance to their tenacity and daring 
in an often unfriendly environment.

General perceptions about women in 
research or technical fields in particular 
persist. When I was accepted into 
a doctoral program in 2009, fellow 
students came to congratulate me but at 
least one asked me how this step would 
affect my marriage plans. Rather than 
being asked about the excitement of  
doing research, women are questioned 
about ‘how they manage their life’. The 
systems and social pressures that place 
these expectations on women in the first 
place are not examined. Instead, the 
individual woman must answer questions 
about ‘balance’ and negotiating life and 
work. Why not examine the role of  the 
larger community and society that has 
changed at a snail’s pace since women 
started working outside the home?

The second latest crisis of the NPF party has again 
brought to light the fierce rivalry between the 
members within the party. The NPF was founded 

only in 2002 but used the symbol and the motto of the 
oldest regional party in the state and it also derives it 
ethos from the regional party that started as United 
Front of Nagaland in the sixties. It all it various avatars 
like the UFN, UDF, NNDP, NPC and NPF the state has 
witnessed the highest numbers of chief ministers un-
der this party. However, the high number of chief min-
isters not only indicate the times the people voted the 
party to power but also the instability of its government 
in some tenures. In the current tenure starting from 
2013, chief ministers were sworn in four times making 
it the highest in any tenure till date. The party with its 
motto, fide non armis meaning faith not arms that have 
been voted to power by the electorate is now deeply en-
meshed in its own war within the party. The party may 
have its principles based on the grand old regional par-
ty of the state with some party workers from those early 
days too. However, the elected members are the repre-
sentatives of the people and inspite of the corruption in 
the electoral system elected representatives always will 
have a higher status and say. Successful political par-
ties know how to maintain this healthy relationship be-
tween the political party organisation and the elected 
members because it is the elected members who will 
decide the success of the party.  Other than being a loy-
al party worker the whole individual in the form of the 
elected representative, read one who wins elections is 
a necessity for the political party.  The NPF party with 
already 38 MLAs in 2013 instead of humbling down 
to the immense trust that the Naga electorate had in 
them created their own problem. Although the crisis  in 
the government is always brought about by the elect-
ed members of the party, the political party no doubt 
always has a hidden hand in it. The party somehow 
seems to have lost to maintain that balance between 
the elected members and the political party ushering 
in a tenure full  of crises. Moreover, in their struggle for 
power they also at one point of time took the help of 
their staunch opponents who the people had already 
lost trust and had only 8 legislators. The same people 
from the party that came up with a booklet of the NPF’s 
alleged mis-governance for the last 2 tenures. The same 
party that convinced their party in power at the Centre 
to decrease the fund allocation of the state . The merger 
of the eight Congress MLAs to the party saved their day 
but still many consider it as a last ditch effort to save 
themselves from disqualification. Next , the expulsions 
and suspensions within the party have become a joke 
in social media.  Such occurrences in the current tenure 
only indicates to what extent the elected members from 
the state will go to grab power and to be in power. The 
crisis may have also manifested the real picture of the 
power struggle and the rivalry that exists  in the Naga 
society with the various clan/village/ tribal dynamics at 
play. However sadly, the present tenure did not profit 
anyone in any way. The problems that have cropped up 
in multitude all over the state is a result of this power 
struggle, no thanks to the ruling party.  It is the public 
who elected a political party to power with 38 MLAs 
are the real sufferers. The instability was brought about 
by the elected members changing allegiance and the 
blame goes to them but they have to go to the elector-
ate again. When the electorate rejects such leaders it is 
also the party that loses out in the end. The fastest way 
to end a political party is thus. 

Each day we need to be still and listen to the Lord.

“We’ve created more information in the last 
five years than in all of human history 
before it, and it’s coming at us all the 

time” (Daniel Levitin, author of The Organized Mind: 
Thinking Straight in the Age of Information Overload).  
“In a sense,” Levitin says, “we become addicted to 
the hyperstimulation.” The constant barrage of news 
and knowledge can dominate our minds. In today’s 
environment of media bombardment, it becomes 
increasingly difficult to find time to be quiet, to think, 
and to pray.

Psalm 46:10 says, “Be still, and know that I am 
God,” reminding us of the necessity to take time to focus 
on the Lord. Many people find that a “quiet time” is an 
essential part of each day—a time to read the Bible, 
pray, and consider the goodness and greatness of God.

When we, like the writer of Psalm 46, experience 
the reality that “God is our refuge and strength, an 
ever-present help in trouble” (v. 1), it drives our fear 
away (v. 2), shifts our focus from the world’s turmoil to 
God’s peace, and creates a quiet confidence that our 
Lord is in control (v. 10).

No matter how chaotic the world may become 
around us, we can find quietness and strength in our 
heavenly Father’s love and power. 
Heavenly Father, we bring our noisy lives and our cluttered 
minds to You so that we can learn to be still and know that 

You are God.

BiBle Read: Psalm 46:1–11 
ThoughT foR Today

The Lord Almighty is with us, the God of Jacob is 
our fortress. Psalm 46:11

Be StIll
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In a recent case, a PhD student named 
Manjula Devak committed suicide in the 
face of  continued dowry demands from 
her in-laws. Reports suggest that she 
was successful in her academic life; she 
had published papers and was about to 
graduate. If  we go by external metrics 
of  progress, then her story is a paradox. 
A PhD degree and a highly specialised 
skill set could not guarantee autonomy 
and independence in her case. It was 
an orthodox mindset that still had the 
upper hand. Her death is a vilification 
of  our society where, on the one hand, 
we congratulate ourselves on the rising 
numbers of  women in science and, on 
the other, choose to remain neutral in 
the face of  orthodox patriarchy. We need 
to denounce and shame such a mindset 
consistently and publicly.

While cases like these are indeed 
depressing, there are also heartening signs 
of  change: some institutions in India are 
becoming more proactive about childcare 
support. Some international conference 
organisers display anti-harassment and 
anti-discrimination policies on their 
websites and, in India, there is research 
funding available for women who have 
had a break in their career. These are very 
good signs – but there is a sense that these 
issues are consistently a low priority for 

most decision makers. This may have 
something to do with the fact that very 
few women have top administrative 
positions in many science and technology 
institutions. But it is also related to the 
fact that certain attitudes about women’s 
capabilities are so deeply entrenched, that 
many small changes (including a change 
in leadership) are needed. Even a simple 
sharing of  stories among colleagues, 
both male and female, might make more 
people realise how the science is the 
same, but the day to day lived experience 
is sometimes very different.

For example, a woman with a PhD 
interviews for a research project position 
and is told that she would not be paid 
according to her qualification because 
she has a young child and would anyway 
not work very hard. It is laughable to 
think of  the same reason being given 
to a man. Discrimination (based on 
gender but also on race, caste or sexual 
orientation) has been known to occur in 
other (non-academic) workplaces, but 
it’s not uncommon in academia at all. 
There’s also an implicit sense that highly-
educated people at elite institutions 
‘don’t do this’, but as history has shown, 
nobody is exempt. When discrimination 
is not physical or violent, it is often not 
recognised as worthy of  complaint. 

These cases are simply examples of  ‘how 
our society works’, and we’re asked to 
normalise these experiences or not think 
too much of  them.

Grievance and anti-harassment 
committees are also sometimes token 
gestures, especially if  a complaint 
is made by a junior against a senior 
academician. Academia is hierarchically 
structured with much value placed on 
seniority. If  these committees are not 
strictly confidential, nobody would like 
to approach them. Many stories in the 
media from across the country suggest 
that these committees may exist, but 
don’t always function impartially in our 
institutions.

The myth of  the lone (mostly male) 
scholar needs to die a slow, but certain, 
death. There is a need to acknowledge 
the support systems of  a researcher and 
understand cases where these systems are 
missing or need to be supplemented. If  
we turn to the acknowledgements section 
of  any dissertation, it will readily identify 
a few sources of  support: family and 
friends, a network of  peers, advisors at 
their academic institute, mentors from 
the field and beyond. Anyone who has 
typed that page will tell you, when any 
of  these support systems are missing or 
dysfunctional, there is a price to pay.

A woman scientist on research work at the Indian Agricultural Research Institute, NewDelhi, 1951. Credit: publicresourceorg/Flickr, CC BY 2.0
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Gabriele Oettingen  | Aeon

Aries MAr 21 - Apr 19: Your thinking is clear 
today, Aries, but it might be hard to take action on 
your thoughts. A restrictive force may seem to be 
holding you back. A sense of  discipline is welling 
up within you, reminding you to add a touch of  

conservatism to whatever it is that you have in mind. Take 
the opportunity to pursue tasks that require you to be re-
served and collected.

TAurus Apr 20 - MAy 20: Your flamboyant ap-
proach may not get as much attention today as you’d 
like, Taurus. Don’t push yourself  to achieve some-
thing that isn’t working. By insisting that something 
should be done your way, you’ll only create enemies 

and bottlenecks in whatever task you’re trying to accomplish. A 
thoughtful, conscious, reserved approach is going to win today.

GeMini MAy 21 - Jun 21: You have exactly 
the right amount of  discipline and sense of  duty to 
accomplish quite a bit today, Gemini. Your think-
ing should be clear. Your sense of  time and restric-
tion works in your favor to help you figure out any 

puzzles that present themselves. You have a strong will that 
helps you complete just about every task you undertake.

CAnCer Jun 22 - Jul 22: Trying to talk your 
way out of  tasks and obligations probably isn’t the 
best way to win friends today, Cancer. In fact, this 
is a time to get yourself  in gear and take respon-
sibility for your actions. The time you spend try-

ing to weasel your way out of  something is better spent just 
doing the thing that you need to do. Be understanding and 
receptive of  other people’s objectives.

leo Jul 23 - AuG 22:  Just when you thought you 
had everything figured out and planned correctly, an-
other obstacle appears, Leo. Your first reaction may 
be to get upset. Rage won’t help. You can’t always 
control everything. There are bound to be surprises. 

Plan for what you can, but know that there are often unknown 
forces working against your aims. Watch out!

VirGo AuG 23 - sep 22: The fire within you 
may be burning brightly, Virgo, but unfortunately, 
there isn’t a great deal of  fuel available to keep it 
going. It may seem as if  people are trying to rain 
on your parade, but they’re just trying to do their 

duty. Relax and contemplate what’s going on around you. 
This may not be the best day to implement change and pro-
mote new ideas.

librA  sep 23 - oCT 22:  You may find that other 
people are the missing variable in the equation that 
you seek answers to today, Libra. Don’t feel like you 
have to come up with all the details and resolutions 
yourself. Work with those who also have something to 

contribute to the situation at hand. A quiet, disciplined approach 
is exactly what’s needed to plow through any problem that needs 
fixing.

sCorpio oCT 23 - noV 21:  By jumping around 
from place to place, Scorpio, you may end up feeling 
like you’re getting nowhere. Instead of  tackling many 
different tasks, today is better spent focusing your en-
ergy on one. Start from ground level and work up. Get 

to the root of  the problem and many of  the related issues will 
simply dissolve as you work.

sAGiTTArius noV 22 - DeC 21: Make a plan 
at the beginning of  the day for what you want to 
accomplish by sundown, Sagittarius. This is a good 
time to tackle many of  the nitpicky tasks that require 
your attention. Be conscious of  the fact that there 

are time limits and restrictions on some of  the things you’re 
working on. Keep on task and try not to get distracted by 
other people.

CApriCorn DeC 22 - JAn 19:  You might have 
to adjust your way of  thinking in order to match the 
energy of  the situations around you. While you may 
feel a desire to strike out into some new, adventurous 
activity, there’s a strong resistance asking you to be 

more cautious and stable. Don’t lose touch with your pioneering 
attitude, but don’t fall prey to reckless behavior, either.

AquArius JAn 20 - Feb 18:   Your steady nature 
will be greatly appreciated today, Aquarius. A well 
thought out plan of  attack is the one that wins ap-
proval from the higher-ups. You know the best way 
to proceed and now all you need is the confidence to 

follow through with your ideas. Getting things started should 
be easier for you today since your mind is working in harmony 
with your heart.

pisCes Feb 19 - MAr 20: It’s possible that you’re 
feeling obliged to do something out of  a sense of  
duty toward family or loved ones, Pisces. Take this 
time to help someone who’s struggling with who 
they are and what they’re doing in this world. Your 

concern for others reflects a noble sense of  empathy that you 
should develop more regularly. We’re only as strong as the 
weakest link. Do your part to strengthen the chain.

Today’s AsTrO-predicTiOn

Don’t think too positive
Fantasies about the future have a troubling effect on achieving actual goals. If positive thinking doesn’t work, what does?

D
o you believe that positive thinking can help 
you achieve your goals? Many people today 
do. Pop psychology and the $12 billion self-
help industry reinforce a widespread belief  
that positive thinking can improve our moods 

and lead to beneficial life changes. In her book The Secret 
Daily Teachings (2008), the self-help author Rhonda By-
rne suggested that: ‘Whatever big thing you are asking for, 
consider having the celebration now as though you have 
received it.’

Yet research in psychology reveals a more complicated 
picture. Indulging in undirected positive flights of fancy 
isn’t always in our interest. Positive thinking can make us 
feel better in the short term, but over the long term it saps 
our motivation, preventing us from achieving our wishes 
and goals, and leaving us feeling frustrated, stymied and 
stuck. If  we really want to move ahead in our lives, engage 
with the world and feel energised, we need to go beyond 
positive thinking and connect as well with the obstacles that 
stand in our way. By bringing our dreams into contact with 
reality, we can unleash our greatest energies and make the 
most progress in our lives.

Now, you might wonder if  positive thinking is really as 
harmful as I’m suggesting. In fact, it is. In a number of stud-
ies over two decades, my colleagues and I have discovered 
a powerful link between positive thinking and poor perfor-
mance. In one study, we asked college students who had a 
crush on someone from afar to tell us how likely they would 
be to strike up a relationship with that person. Then we 
asked them to complete some opaen-ended scenarios relat-
ed to dating. ‘You are at a party,’ one scenario read. ‘While 
you are talking to [your crush], you see a girl/boy, whom 
you believe [your crush] might like, come into the room. As 
she/he approaches the two of you, you imagine…’

Some of the students completed the scenarios by spin-
ning a tale of romantic success. ‘The two of us leave the 
party, everyone watches, especially the other girl.’ Others 
offered negative fantasies about love thwarted: ‘My crush 
and the other girl begin to converse about things which I 
know nothing. They seem to be much more comfortable 
with each other than he and I….’

We checked back with the students after five months to 
see if  they had initiated a relationship with their crush. The 
more students had engaged in positive fantasies about the 
future, the less likely they were actually to have started up a 
romantic relationship.

My colleagues and I performed such studies with par-
ticipants in a number of demographic groups, in different 
countries, and with a range of personal wishes, including 
health goals, academic and professional goals, and relation-
ship goals. Consistently, we found a correlation between 
positive fantasies and poor performance. The more that 
people ‘think positive’ and imagine themselves achieving 
their goals, the less they actually achieve.

Positive thinking impedes performance because it 
relaxes us and drains the energy we need to take action. 
After having participants in one study positively fantasise 
about the future for as little as a few minutes, we observed 
declines in systolic blood pressure, a standard measure of  
a person’s energy level. These declines were significant: 
whereas smoking a cigarette will typically raise a person’s 
blood pressure by five or 10 points, engaging in positive fan-
tasies lowers it by about half as much.

Such relaxation occurs because positive fantasies fool 
our minds into thinking that we’ve already achieved our 
goals – what psychologists call ‘mental attainment’. We 
achieve our goals virtually and thus feel less need to take 
action in the real world. As a result, we don’t do what it 
takes to actually succeed in achieving our goals. In multiple 
experiments, we found that people who positively fantasise 
about the future don’t, in fact, work as hard as those with 
more negative, questioning or factual thoughts, and this 
leaves them to struggle with poorer performance.

Given the relationship between positive thinking and 
declines in performance, does positive thinking increase a 
person’s chance of depression? My colleagues and I sus-
pected as much. Researchers have shown that poor perfor-
mance can give rise to symptoms of depression. In addi-
tion, psychologists have theorised that people who become 
depressed begin to see things in a distorted way, obsessing 
over negative stimuli and perceiving otherwise neutral ele-
ments in a negative way, too. Stress can trigger these cogni-
tive biases, which otherwise lie dormant in our minds. And 
discovering that you have failed at achieving a goal might 
be all the stress you need to start seeing life in a gloomier 
way, thus hastening depression.

To probe the connection between positive thinking 
and depression, we conducted a series of studies involving 
adults and children. In one study, we asked 88 American 
undergraduates to complete a dozen open-ended scenarios, 
imagining themselves as the protagonists. ‘You’re working 
on an important project,’ one scenario read. ‘You know 
that you cannot meet the deadline and you have asked your 
client for an extension. You know that it is likely that he will 
grant you one… Today your client will let you know about 
his decision.’ Participants were asked to imagine them-
selves waiting in their office for the client to call, and then to 
write down their thoughts and rate them for perceived posi-
tivity or negativity. We also assessed the students’ current 
depression level using an established questionnaire called 
the Center for Epidemiological Studies Depression Scale.

Finally, we had the students return a month later to fill 
out more scenarios and undergo a second evaluation for 
depression. We found that the more positively the students 
fantasised, the less depressed they were upon initial evalua-
tion, yet the more depressed they were a month later.

We suspected that positive thinking reduced the like-
lihood of depression in the moment, but increased the 

chances of it occurring over a longer period. To test that hy-
pothesis, we conducted a similar study among schoolchil-
dren, only this time we checked back after seven months. 
Once again, we found a correlation between positive fanta-
sies and greater long-term levels of depression.

We wondered whether in fact poor performance was 
leading to these greater, longer-term depression levels, so 
we designed another study to find out. At the beginning of  
an academic semester, we had 148 college students com-
plete similar scenarios, and we assessed them for depres-
sion. Two months later, toward the end of the semester, 
the students answered questions concerning their study 
efforts, and they filled out the depression questionnaire a 
second time. In addition, students told us how many hours 
per week they had spent preparing for class since their past 
exam, how hard they felt they had been studying, and 
whether they had done extra credit work for their class. We 
also recorded their official course grades for midterm and 
final exams.

We achieve our goals in our minds, and thus feel good 
in the moment. Over time, though, we put in less effort. 
Reality has a way of catching up to us

As we expected, the more that students fantasised about 
the future in positive ways, the less well they did at school. 
We also found statistical relationships between poor aca-
demic performance, low effort and high levels of depres-
sion. The worse the students did, the more depressed they 
were, to a significant extent because they weren’t trying as 
hard.

Other studies have found that patients who attempt sui-
cide and who indulge in positive fantasies about themselves 
initially think less about suicide but over time have a greater 
chance of repeating the attempt. And older people who en-
visioned happier futures for themselves actually wound up 
less happy. By envisioning an idealised future, these partici-
pants might not have prepared themselves for the potential 
hardships of getting older.

To be clear, our reported research doesn’t show that 
positive fantasies cause long-term depression, only that a 
link or correlation exists between dreaming about the fu-
ture and a gloomier, more depressed mood. Still, a causal 
relationship is certainly plausible. You might also wonder 
why participants in these studies initially didn’t see higher 
depression levels, but were more depressed over time. If  
positive thinking corresponds to depression, why didn’t that 
relationship emerge the very moment someone dreamed 
about achieving a wish? The answer might be that we ini-
tially experience positive fantasies as quite pleasurable. We 
achieve our goals in our minds, and thus feel good in the 
moment, happier, more upbeat. Over time, though, we put 
in less effort and see disappointing outcomes, and as a re-
sult our views change and we become more depressed. Re-
ality has a way of catching up to us.

You might wonder what to do or say if  your friend 
is down in the dumps, or if  you’re feeling sad, depleted, 
moody – depressed. If  you’re thinking about telling them 
to ‘buck up’, ‘look on the bright side’, or ‘think positive’, as 
so many self-help gurus advise, you might be helping them 
in the moment while doing them a disservice over the long-
term.

But if  positive thinking isn’t the best solution, then what 
is? The answer, I’ve discovered, is to combine dreams and 
reality – to bring positive thinking up against a visualisation 
of the challenges that stand in our way.

During the early 1990s, when my first studies were 
showing that ‘thinking positive’ actually impedes people 
from realising their wishes, I felt disappointed. I had started 
out on this line of research because I wanted to help people 
and make a positive difference in their lives. I started to puz-
zle over what way of thinking might indeed allow people to 
remain energised, engaged and moving ahead in their lives. 
Recognising that positive thinking tended to relax people, 
I wondered if  there was some way that we could mobilise 
these dreams about the future to do something else – em-
power people. I suspected that combining positive fantasies 
with thoughts about the realities in their path might do the 
trick. If  we could ground positive fantasies in reality, per-
haps we could negate the soothing, lulling quality of these 
fantasies and stir people to action.

In a number of studies, my colleagues and I found that 
such ‘mental contrasting’, as we called it, did in fact serve 
to motivate people and enhance their performance. In one 
study, we asked 168 female university students in Germany 
to indicate their most important wish or concern dealing 
with relationships, and also to rate how likely they thought 
they were to achieve this wish. Each of these students then 
wrote down positive outcomes associated with fulfilling the 
wish (for instance, having more time for each other or be-
ing loved), as well as four negative obstacles connected with 
something impeding the wish’s realisation (being too shy or 
having too much work).

We divided the students into four groups, asking those 
in only one group to mentally contrast. Those students fan-
tasised about the most positive outcome that would arise if  
their wish came true, then about a critical obstacle prevent-
ing them from realising their wish. For each outcome and 
obstacle, they jotted down their thoughts.

Students in the second group fantasised only about the 
most positive outcomes, while students in the third group 
fantasised only about critical obstacles. A fourth group ‘re-
verse contrasted’: they performed an exercise with content 
identical to mental contrasting, but that first started with an 
obstacle and then imagined the positive outcome.

People with realistic goals apply more effort and per-
form better, and people with unrealistic goals pull back

Two weeks after the experiments, we queried students 
about what they had actually done to realise their wishes. 
The results were intriguing. I had expected that students 
who had performed mental contrasting would have re-
ceived a boost and taken more action. Some of them did 

– the ones whose goals or wishes were realistic or attain-
able. Those in the mental-contrasting group whose wishes 
weren’t realistic or attainable significantly reduced the 
amount of effort they applied. In short, mental contrast-
ing allowed people to direct more energy toward goals they 
had a chance of achieving, and pull back from unrealistic 
goals. The result was a wiser application of energy overall. 
Students heeding unrealistic goals could redirect their en-
ergy to other, more reasonable pursuits. Mental contrast-
ing resulted in more people pursuing promising goals more 
vigorously.

Since that initial study, my colleagues and I have per-
formed a number of experiments probing the link between 
mental contrasting and achievement. We looked at all sorts 
of goals and pursuits, including learning a foreign lan-
guage, doing well in mathematics, succeeding in business 
negotiations, making more effective decisions, kicking ciga-
rette habits, exercising more, and giving help in workplace 
settings. In all of these cases, we found the same pattern: 
obstacles led people with realistic goals to apply more effort 
and perform better, and people with unrealistic goals to pull 
back. Across many areas of life, mental contrasting seemed 
to be a beneficial way of regulating the effort we put in so 
that we stay in the game and succeed.

Why did mental contrasting work so well? As further 
research documented, the technique works on our minds 
in subtle, non-conscious ways to push us toward feasible 
wishes and away from unfeasible wishes. Mental contrast-
ing enhances our awareness of obstacles in our path. It also 
strengthens cognitive links between the future and obsta-
cles, as well as between obstacles and what we need to do 
to overcome them. All of this primes us to tackle obstacles 
that seem possible to overcome, and to shrink away from 
obstacles that we believe are insurmountable.

Mental contrasting also energises us so that we can con-
quer critical obstacles in our path. The extra energy shows 
up as rises in systolic blood pressure as well as participants’ 
reports about feeling energised. Finally, mental contrasting 
helps us process negative feedback, form constructive plans 
for taking action, and protects our sense of competence in 
the face of negative feedback, so long as our goals are real-
istic. We move headlong toward our objectives. If  our goals 
aren’t realistic, it causes us to detach from them, leaving us 
free to direct our energies towards other, more realistic en-
deavours.

Yet other cognitive strategies enhance the effects of men-
tal contrasting. The psychologist Peter M Gollwitzer and 
his colleagues at New York University have used a strategy 
called ‘implementation intentions’, in which people form 
plans about future action using ‘if-then’ statements: ‘If  I 
face situation X, then I will perform goal-directed response 
Y.’ A person trying to lose weight might say: ‘If  it’s late at 
night and I feel a sudden craving for chocolate, then I will 
eat an apple or an orange instead.’ A person trying to stay 
calm during a job search might craft a statement such as: 
‘If  I’m in a job interview and I start to freak out, then I will 
remind myself that I’m competent in what I do.’

Many studies have shown that people who make these 
kinds of plans perform better. In one study, women who 
wanted to exercise more spent more time walking; in an-
other, people who felt embarrassed about going to therapy 
were more likely to attend their first therapy appointment.

Our research group combined this strategy with mental 
contrasting into a four-step mental exercise that people can 
apply in their everyday lives. My colleagues and I called this 
exercise WOOP – Wish, Outcome, Obstacle, Plan. Defin-
ing the Wish and identifying and visualising the desired 
Outcome and Obstacle are the mental contrasting part; 
forming implementation intentions represent the final step: 
the Plan. The exercise is simple and short, requiring as little 
as five or 10 minutes to complete. It can be done on your 
own at home, at work, in a crowded subway – anywhere.

Let’s say that you’re preparing for a job interview that 
you’re excited about. You’re not very comfortable in inter-
view situations, and you really want to impress your inter-
viewer and get the job. First you formulate your wish: ‘I 
want my interviewer to be impressed by my credentials, my 
charisma, my knowledge of the industry, and my passion 
for the work.’ Then you visualise the positive outcome, al-
lowing images to float freely into and out of your mind. 
You think of yourself connecting with your interviewer, re-
laxing, joking around a little, calmly describing who you are 
and why you want the job. You think of your interviewer 
paying attention and laughing at the right moments. And 
you think of her signalling on the way out how happy she 
was to meet you and how right she feels you are for the 
organisation.

Children did better at school, middle-aged women ate 
better, couples forgave one another more easily – all be-
cause of WOOP

Then you identify the obstacle in your path: your own 
nervousness in interview situations, the difficulty you feel 
you sometimes have representing yourself well. You let 
your mind wander, imagining this difficulty. You think 
about other times when you’ve been extremely nervous be-
fore an interview, sometimes not doing as well as you might 
have. You ask yourself what caused the nervousness, and 
you might think of times when you have felt overshadowed 
by others, when you didn’t feel smart enough. Perhaps you 
think of disappointing grades you received on exams, or 
a previous interviewer who expressed doubts about your 
ability, or a colleague who more recently seemed uninter-
ested in points you were making during a conversation. 
You think of a cocktail party you attended where you de-
scribed some nuances of your work to a fellow guest, and 
she took issue with what you were saying. You realise now 
that the obstacle ultimately is your lack of self-confidence 
about your ideas, and now you vividly imagine this lack of  
self-confidence.

Now you formulate your plan. Based on the insight you 

gleaned into your obstacle, you might say something like: 
‘If  I start to feel lack of confidence during the speech, then I 
will remind myself that I am smart enough and know more 
about my subject than anyone else present.’

Of course, you don’t have to limit WOOP to profession-
al wishes. Over the past decade, we have tested the method 
in people harbouring a variety of wishes and found that 
it helped them achieve more than either mental contrast-
ing or implementation intentions alone. In one study, we 
found that WOOP helped low-income mothers attending 
a vocational programme manage their time better. In other 
studies, children did better at school, middle-aged women 
ate better and exercised more regularly, stroke patients lost 
weight and moved around more, couples communicated 
better about difficult subjects and forgave one another more 
easily – all because of WOOP.

These were not minor improvements. In our study of  
women seeking to eat better and exercise more, we found 
that those who had performed WOOP were exercising 
twice as much right after the intervention and four months 
later than participants in the control group. After two years, 
they were eating one serving a day more of fruit and veg-
etables. That’s a powerful difference, without the need for 
costly interventions like therapy, training or medication.

Given WOOP’s success, we wondered if  it would help 
people suffering from mild to moderate depression. People 
with depression often suffer from a lack of motivation and 
energy. They become uninterested in everyday pursuits and 
lacklustre in their effort. They become dour, sad and unable 
to experience life’s pleasures. But motivation and energy 
are the precise things that WOOP boosts when it comes to 
feasible goals or wishes.

We took out a newspaper ad seeking people suffering 
from depression and willing to try a new, helpful technique. 
We ultimately divided 47 mildly or moderately depressed 
participants into two groups. Each participant chose an 
important, achievable goal: ‘I would like to become more 
physically active by engaging in one of my favourite activi-
ties,’ for instance, or ‘Instead of negative thinking and rumi-
nating, I would like to develop positive thoughts about my 
perception of myself, the world and the future.’

In the first group, participants performed the WOOP 
exercise: visualising outcome and obstacle, and then form-
ing an if-then plan. After three weeks, we checked in with 
the participants and asked if  they’d achieved their goal. We 
again measured the severity of their depression.

In line with our hypothesis, about 80 per cent of the 
participants trained in WOOP achieved their goals, as op-
posed to just over 30 per cent of participants in the control 
group. That’s a big difference! In effect, WOOP helped ease 
the lack of motivation that is a key symptom of depres-
sion. We haven’t yet found a significant difference in de-
pression levels between people who performed WOOP and 
the control group, but that might well be because the study’s 
three-week window was not long enough for a reduction 
in depression to take place. As the study suggests, people 
might engage more in life and get more done, simply by 
performing this short and simple mental exercise.

Find your inner obstacle and then let the images about 
its occurrence flow freely through your mind

If you suffer from depression, WOOP might help you 
become more energised, engaged and successful in your 
life. Performing WOOP is a process of discovery, and it is 
enjoyable, so why not give it a try? In a quiet and relax-
ing space, formulate a wish about the future. Close your 
eyes and spend a few minutes visualising your wish’s fulfil-
ment, and all the happiness that it might entail. Perhaps it is 
getting a promotion at work, and enjoying accolades from 
friends and family, as well as a salary bump that allows for a 
better lifestyle. Perhaps it is convincing an attractive person 
to enter into a romantic relationship with you, and all of the 
wonderful experiences the two of you will have together. 
Let your mind visualise and indulge in all of the possibili-
ties.

Now comes the more challenging part. What obstacle in 
you prevents you from fulfilling this objective? Look inward 
and be honest with yourself – leave behind your excuses. 
Are you willing to put in the gruelling hours necessary for 
such a promotion at work? Do you have the courage to ask 
an attractive and accomplished person to be your partner? 
This search for the critical obstacle can be an emotionally 
fraught part of the process, because we infrequently choose 
to confront unpleasant experiences so directly and honestly. 
Still, find your inner obstacle and then let the images about 
its occurrence flow freely through your mind.

Finally, formulate an if-then plan. For instance: ‘If  I feel 
insecure around my significant others, then I will remind 
myself of all the things that make me a likeable person’, or 
‘If  I am offered dessert after 6pm on a weeknight, then I 
will reach for a piece of fruit instead.’

And that’s it. Go about your day, and let WOOP work 
its magic. Try WOOP as much as you like, with many dif-
ferent kinds of wishes or goals. Before too long, you’ll likely 
see yourself making progress in many areas of your life. 
If  you’ve been depressed, you’ll see yourself recovering 
some of your old energy and vigour. And the more you do 
WOOP, the easier and quicker it becomes. Soon you might 
find yourself WOOPing in odd hours, while waiting in line 
at the supermarket, or before your go to bed at night.

WOOP isn’t a miracle cure for depression, and it also 
isn’t a replacement for positive thinking. Rather, use both 
WOOP and purely positive thinking, depending on the situ-
ation and your needs. If  you’re in a crisis situation and you 
need a quick boost, fantasise about an enticing, fulfilling fu-
ture. But don’t just do that. To make longer-term progress, 
be sure to also bring your dreams in contact with reality. 
Before you know it, you just might feel more entranced by 
life again, from your daily work and your time spent with 
friends to the magnificent blossoms on dogwood trees dur-
ing the springtime.



Govt seeks holistic approach from 
Asia-Pacific region for Digital India
New Delhi, August 21 (IANS): Communications Minis-
ter Manoj Sinha on Monday called for holistic planning 
rather than a piecemeal approach to achieve the vision 
of Digital India and sought a collaborative approach 
by the Asia-Pacific governments. He was speaking at a 
seminar organised by the International Telecommunica-
tion Union (ITU) and the Telecom Regulatory Authority 
of India (TRAI). Talking about India’s vision of digitalisa-
tion, Sinha stressed on three key visions. He mentioned 
about providing digital infrastructure to every individual 
in India, providing government services on demand via 
digital platforms which in turn will promote employment 
opportunities, education and better e-governance and 
finally eradication of the digital divide. 

3 injured after rocks fall on Hubli Express
Mumbai, August 21 (IANS):  At least three passengers of 
the Hubli Express were injured near the Khandala Ghat 
in Maharashtra when rocks from a mountain fell on the 
train following a landslide, officials said on Monday. 
There were no rail traffic disruption though.According 
to a Central Railway official, the incident occurred at 
around 5.30 a.m. between the Lonavala-Karjat sec-
tion when the train was passing through the Khandala 
Monkey Hills.  “The rock fell on the S4 coach. Its arrival 
was delayed by an hour here at the Lokmanya Tilak 
terminal,” Central Railway spokesperson Narendra Patil 
told IANS. The injured were rushed to the Kalyan railway 
hospital. Two of them have received minor injuries while 
the third one is in a state of shock right now, Patil said. 

5 policemen suspended for 
dereliction of duty
Patna, August 21 (PTI):  Five policemen, including two 
Inspector rank officials, were today suspended for 
dereliction of duty as supporters of senior JD(U) leader 
Sharad Yadav had tried to enter the Chief Minister’s 
residence on Saturday waving belts and sticks. Station 
House Officer of Sachivalay police station, under which 
CM’s residence comes, a Sergeant Major of police line, 
two Sub Inspectors and one Assistant Sub-Inspector 
have been put under suspension on the charge of der-
eliction of duty, Patna Senior Superintendent of Police 
Manu Maharaj told PTI. The suspension was ordered by 
Patna zone Inspector General of Police N H Khan on the 
basis of the report of the SSP.

Girl gang-raped at home by robbers
Gwalior, August 21 (PTI): An 18-year-old girl was alleg-
edly raped by unidentified robbers in Mahalgaon area of 
the city, police said. Four men barged into the family’s 
house early morning yesterday, apparently with the in-
tention of committing robbery, but after entering, they 
confined the girl’s father and her nine-year-old brother 
to a room at gun-point, and three of them raped her. 
Later they decamped with Rs 50,000 in cash and gold 
and silver ornaments, said city superintendent of police 
V S Raghuwanshi. A case of gang-rape and robbery has 
been registered under the Indian Penal Code and fur-
ther probe is on, he said.

Man robbed of Rs 15 lakh in Ghaziabad
Ghaziabad, August 21 (PTI): A man was allegedly 
robbed of Rs 15 lakh at gunpoint by four bike-borne 
assailants near the Vasundhra Police Outpost at the Hin-
don Canal River here, the police said today. The incident 
occurred when the victim, a collection agent, was going 
to deposit the money in a bank after collecting it from 
outlets of different companies, Senior Superintendent 
of Police H N Singh said. The assailants snatched his bag 
and hit his head with the butt of a pistol. The incident 
took place around 1 pm, the officer said. The police are 
scanning CCTV camera footage to identify the accused, 
the SSP said.
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AIADMK factions unite, Panneerselvam 
settles for post of deputy chief minister 

BJP sweeps Mira-Bhayander 
civic polls, Sena suffers big jolt

152 dead, 1.5 crore people hit 
by flood in WB: CM Mamata

Indian sovereignty will be 
protected at all costs: President 

SC verdict on validity of triple talaq on Tuesday

Dengue claims its first victim in Delhi ; cases reach 657

News iN Brief

President Ram Nath Kovind at the presentation of the Presidential Colours to the Ladakh Scouts Regimental 
Centre and all five battalions of the Regiment, at Leh in Ladakh on Monday.

Tamil Nadu Governor CH Vidyasagar Rao and Chief Minister K Palaniswami with newly sworn-in Dy CM O Panneerselvam and ministers at Raj 
Bhavan in Chennai on Monday. All India Anna Dravida Munnetra Kazhagam factions led by Chief Minister Edappadi K Palaniswamy and former 
Chief Minister O Panneerselvam formally merged on Monday afternoon. 

PTI

Leh (Jammu and Kashmir), August 21 
(IANS):  “We have pledged to protect the 
sovereignty of our nation in all situations,” 
President Ram Nath Kovind said on Mon-
day as he presented the President’s Colours 
to Ladakh Scouts on his first visit outside 
Delhi after taking charge.

Speaking here at the event, also attended 
by Army chief  General Bipin Rawat, the 
President said his visit to Jammu and Kash-
mir was dedicated to the armed forces.

“This is my first trip outside Delhi after 
taking charge as the President. I chose this 
beautiful Leh in Jammu and Kashmir for 
my first visit and I am very happy to be amid 
our soldiers.

“Being the Supreme Commander of the 
armed forces, this visit is dedicated to the 
soldiers,” Kovind told the Scouts in Hindi.

Lauding the soldiers, the President re-
called their bravery in the Kashmir conflict 
in 1947-48, the war with China in 1962, the 
Pakistan war in 1971 and the Kargil war in 
1999.

“Stationed in one of the most extreme 
climatic conditions, your bravery is bigger 
than your numbers,” he said.

“We have pledged to protect the sover-

eignty of our nation in all situations. I am 
sure we will fulfil this pledge and uphold the 
pride and honour of the country,” he said.

President’s Colours is one of the greatest 
honours bestowed on a unit in recognition of  
exceptional service rendered to the nation, 
both during war and in peace.

A spectrum of civil and military digni-
taries, including the Governor and Chief  
Minister of Jammu and Kashmir, as well as 
a large number of serving and retired person-
nel, witnessed the grand ceremony.

Raised as Nubra Guards in 1948, the 
soldiers were amalgamated into the Indian 
Army as regular troops in 1963 and restruc-
tured as an Infantry Regiment in 2000.

The President praised the soldiers’ “ex-
ceptional gallantry and indomitable cour-
age” which has earned them 605 gallantry 
and distinguished service awards besides 
many other honours, making them one of  
the most decorated regiments of the Indian 
Army. 

The visit to Leh comes days after a scuf-
fle between the Chinese and Indian Armies 
when some Chinese soldiers tried to cross the 
Line of Actual Control (LAC) near Pangong 
Lake in Ladakh.

New Delhi, August 21 
(IANS):  The Supreme 
Court is likely to pronounce 
on Tuesday its verdict on 
the constitutional validity 
of  triple talaq - a practice 
already described by All 
India Muslim Personal 
Law Board (AIMPLB) as 
“horrendous”, “sinful” 
and “undesirable” which 
had no sanction of  Holy 
Quran and Shariat.

The five-judge bench 
of  Chief  Justice Jagdish 
Singh Khehar, Justice Ku-
rian Joseph, Justice Rohin-
ton Fali Nariman, Justice 
Uday Umesh Lalit and 
Justice S. Abdul Nazeer 
will pronounce verdict on 
the validity of  the conten-
tious custom which is in 
practice for last 1,400 years 
but illegal in many Islamic 
countries.

The hearing, spread 
over five days from May 
12 to May 18, was rooted 
in the apex court’s October 
16, 2015 order directing 
the separate listing of  a 
PIL addressing the ques-
tion of  the rights of  Mus-
lim women.

At the outset of  the 
hearing, the court had 
made it clear that it would 
not examine the validity 
of  anything that formed 
an intrinsic part of  Islamic 

religious practices - thereby 
ousting any submissions 
on polygamy.

The court had framed 
three questions to be ad-
dressed by all the parties 
that included whether tri-
ple talaq was fundamental 
to Islam, whether it was 
sacrosanct to Islam and 
whether the practice was 
an enforceable fundamen-
tal right.

In the course of  the 
hearing, the AIMPLB is-
sued an advisory to telling 
the qazis to give an option 
to Muslim women to opt 
out of  instant triple talaq 
before giving consent for 
‘nikah’.

In their affidavit before 
the court, they said that 
qazis all over the country 
have been instructed that 
they would while perform-
ing nikah, record in the 
Nikahnama, that the bride 
has opted out of  triple ta-
laq in one sitting.

Senior counsel Salman 
Khurshid, who was assist-
ing the court in the matter, 
had said that “What was 
sinful in theology, can’t be 
good in law”. “It (triple 
talaq) is not only not an 
essential part of  Muslim 
religion, it is not a part of  
religion at all. On the con-
trary it is depreciated by 

Islam,” he said. However, 
the court was not appre-
ciative of  the government 
position that the top court 
should first pronounce on 
the constitutional validity 
of  the triple talaq and other 
forms of  talaq, only then it 
would bring a law.

“We may or may not 
(decide the issue), but you 
do,” Chief  Justice Khehar 
had said when the Central 
government told the court 
that it should step in a 
situation where there is no 
legislation.

While founding its case 
on gender equality, the gov-
ernment had linked the is-
sue of  triple talaq with that 
of  constitutional morality, 
but the court termed its 
position a “whitewash”.

As the Centre sought 
to flag the issue of  gender 
equality of  Muslim women 
vis-a-vis women in other 
religions and in Islamic 
countries, the AIMPLB 
asked it to bring a law tak-
ing recourse to Article 25 
(2) of  the Constitution that 
permits enactment of  law 
invoking social reforms.

However,  AIMPLB 
had cautioned the consti-
tution bench that “testing 
the validity of  customs and 
practices was a slippery 
slope”.

Chennai ,  Augus t  21 
(IANS):  Six months after 
a bitter parting of ways fol-
lowing then Chief Minister 
J. Jayalalithaa’s death, the 
two factions of the AIAD-
MK merged on Monday 
with rebel leader O. Pan-
neerselvam becoming the 
Tamil Nadu Deputy Chief  
Minister and AIADMK 
Coordinator even as the 
party decided to sack the 
now jailed V.K. Sasikala as 
General Secretary.

Panneerselvam, who 
was twice Chief  Minis-
ter when Jayalalithaa was 
jailed and again after she 
died in December, also got 
back his Finance portfo-
lio besides Housing, Ru-
ral Housing and Housing 
Development. He quit as 
Chief Minister the last time 
in February after differences 
with Sasikala, a long-time 
Jayalalithaa aide.

Immediately after the 
merger, Pannerselvam was 

sworn in as Deputy Chief  
Minister along with his 
supporter K. Pandiarajan, 
who was made Minister for 
Archaeology, Tamil Lan-
guage and Tamil Culture at 
a brief  ceremony for which 
Governor Ch Vidyasagar 
Rao flew in from Mumbai. 
Pandiarajan was earlier the 
Minister for Higher Educa-
tion. 

With the foe-turned-
friend Chief  Minister K. 
Palaniswami by his side, 
Pannerselvam signed the 
files at Raj Bhavan.

The merger of  the two 
factions came after weeks 
of hectic parleys, overcom-
ing the acrimony and last-
minute tough conditions 
set by the Panneerselvam 
group which insisted on 
an announcement about 
Sasikala’s removal. She is 
now in a Bengaluru jail for 
corruption. 

AIADMK sources said 
the BJP played a role in the 

coming together of the two 
factions though officially 
that party has denied this. 
The merged AIADMK is 
poised to join the NDA and 
could become a part of the 
Modi government. 

The much-awaited com-
ing together of the two fac-
tions was announced at a 
function at the AIADMK 
headquarters where Chief  
Minister Palaniswami dis-
closed the changes within 
the party.

The Chief Minister will 
be the Joint Coordinator 
while Panneerselvam fac-
tion leader K.P. Munuswa-
mi and Palaniswami faction 
leader and MP Vaithyalin-
gam will be the Deputy Co-
ordinators. An 11-member 
Guidance Committee will 
steer the merged AIADMK, 
he said.

Vaithyalingam, who 
spoke against family rule 
at the event, announced 
that the AIADMK General 

Council will meet soon to 
remove Sasikala, who was 
appointed General Sec-
retary by the same body 
after Jayalalithaa died on 
December 5 last year. 

Veteran leader C. Pon-
naiyan said that appoint-
ment was illegal as the 
General Secretary can only 
be elected by the party’s 
primary members.

Speaking at the party 
headquarters, Panneersel-
vam said differences be-
tween the two groups had 
been sorted out and the 
leaders had come together 
to protect the government 
and the legacy of  the late 
MGR and Jayalalithaa.

“We cannot remain di-
vided. We are all children of  
Jayalalithaa. And what we 
are doing is in keeping with 
the interest of  people of  
Tamil Nadu and 1.5 crore 
cadre of  the AIADMK,” 
he said, calling it a historic 
merger.

Malda (WB), August 21 
(PTI): Floods in West 
Bengal have claimed 152 
lives so far and affected 
around 1.5 crore people, 
Chief  Minister Mamata 
Banerjee said today.

The state has suffered 
a loss of  around Rs 14,000 
crore due to the deluge, 
she said.

The state government, 
Banerjee said, would send 
a report on the flood situ-
ation to the Centre and 
hoped that it would get its 
“justified dues”.

“I heard that the Cen-
tre has provided finan-
cial assistance of  Rs 2,000 
crore to Assam and also to 
Gujarat. I do not have any 
problem in that. I want 
that every state must get 
aid,” she said.

“The damage casued in 
West Bengal is no less than 
what happened in Gujarat 
and Assam. We will send 
a total report on the flood 
to the Centre and hope 
that we will get what we 
deserve,” the chief  minis-
ter said.

She said around 152 
people have lost their lives 
in the recent floods in West 

Bengal and 1.5 crore peo-
ple have been affected.

The CM held a moni-
toring meeting in which 
state Chief  Secretary Ma-
lay De, Home Secretary 
Atri Bhattacharya, DGP 
Surajit Purkayastha, dis-
aster management sec-
retary and DMs of  the 
six affected districts were 
present.

Banerjee, who visited 
the three flood-hit districts 
of  Malda, Uttar Dinajpur 
and Dakshin Dinajpur to 
take stock of  the situation 
there, said that around 
45,000 people have been 
affected in the three dis-
tricts. The chief  minis-
ter said the state govern-
ment’s primary task was 
to help those affected in 
the floods.

“Our primary object 
is to rescue and provide 
relief  and then start res-
toration of  the damaged 
houses. We have to disin-
fect the tubewells, schools, 
health centres, hospitals,” 
she said.

The administration 
has been instructed to 
take proper precaution-
ary measures and sup-

ply medicines keeping in 
mind the possibility of  
the outbreak of  several 
waterborne diseases in 
the aftermath of  floods, 
Baner jee said. “There 
has been massive rainfall 
in this  season but the 
flood was caused mainly 
because of  overflowing 
river water.

This is a natural phe-
nomenon, but I think the 
Centre must look into 
this,” she said.

They Centre must con-
duct dredging. Dredging 
was not done in the Far-
akka barrage), barrages in 
Durgapur and the DVC. 
Water from the Sankosh 
river inundated West Ben-
gal, she said.

“During summer, we 
face water scarcity because 
river water is stopped at 
different dams and during 
monsoon the dams release 
water which inundate ar-
eas in West Bengal,” the 
CM said.

“We must  kee p  in 
mind that states have their 
boundaries and we must 
maintain good relations 
with each other”,  she 
said.

Mumbai, August 21 (IANS):  Continuing 
its winning spree in local bodies polls, the 
Bharatiya Janata Party on Monday swept 
the elections to Mira-Bhayander Munici-
pal Corporation (MBMC), while its ally 
Shiv Sena suffered a huge setback.

The BJP secured nearly two-thirds 
majority by bagging 61 of  the total 95 seats 
and almost doubled its tally compared to 
32 corporators in the previous election. 
The Shiv Sena, which held 22 seats in the 
outgoing house and contested separately, 
was restricted to 15 seats, coming a distant 
second.

The opposition also suffered a major 
setback with the Congress managing to get 
10 seats, down from 18 in the last elections, 
while Independents and others secured just 
two - down from the earlier four.

With this, the BJP will elect its own 
Mayor and Deputy Mayor, besides captur-

ing all other important posts in the new 
house.

Mira-Bhayander is a flourishing town-
ship with a large concentration of  Muslims 
in Thane district, across the north-west 
border of  Mumbai.

Immediately after the results, Chief  
Minister Devendra Fadnavis said: “MBMC 
election victory is because of  wave of  
‘Vishwas & Vikas’ (Trust and Progress) 
created by PM Narendra Modiji and Team 
BJP’s efforts!”

Assuring the million-strong popula-
tion of  Mira Road-Bhaynder twin towns 
of  “speedy development”, he thanked the 
people for giving the BJP a spectacular 
victory.

“I will ensure that the developmental 
works through the MBMC would be 
speeded up to fulfill the peoples’ wishes 
and expectations,” he added.

New Delhi, August 21 (PTI):  A 
12-year-old boy has succumbed 
to dengue, the first death due to 
the vector-borne disease reported 
in the city this season, municipal 
authorities said today.

“The boy, identified as Nitish 
Kumar, hailed from Bihar and 
was residing in Safdarjung area 
in south Delhi. He died at the 
Sir Ganga Ram Hospital,” South 
Delhi Mayor Kamaljeet Sehrawat 
told PTI.

This is the first dengue death 
reported this year in the national 
capital, where people have been 
battling the sting of  malaria and 
chikungunya too.

“The boy was brought to the 
hospital in a very bad condition 
and died on August 1 of dengue 
shock syndrome and resulting 
multiple-organ failure,” Chairman 
of  the Department of  Medicine 
at the Sir Ganga Ram Hospital 

(SGRH), S P Byotra told PTI.
Paediatrician Anil Sachdeva 

said, “The boy had a lot of fluid 
collection in his chest and abdo-
men. He also suffered kidney 
failure. We had put him on a ven-
tilator as soon as he was brought 
to the hospital.” 

In dengue shock syndrome, 
the blood pressure drops and body 
fluids travel to other parts of  the 
organ, which may results in organ 
failure, Byotra said. In case of den-
gue haemorrhagic fever, patients 
suffer internal or external bleeding 
through teeth, urine or stool due to 
fall in platelets level.

Dengue symptoms include 
high fever and pain in the joints.

The hospital authorities said 
59 cases of dengue have been re-
ported at the facility between July 
1 and August 16.

“203 cases of  swine flu and 
two deaths due to it have also been 

reported in the same period.” 
Sachdeva said three swine 

flu patients were admitted at the 
intensive care unit (ICU). “One 
of  them, an infant boy, also has 
dengue infection,” he said.

At least 657 people have been 
affected by dengue this season in 
the city, according to a municipal 
report released today. At least 153 
cases of the disease have been re-
ported this month till August 19.

Of the 657 dengue cases, 325 
affected people were residents of  
Delhi, while the rest of the cases 
diagnosed here were traced to 
other states.

The number of people affected 
by malaria this year till August 
19 has climbed to 412, while the 
figure for chikungunya stands at 
311. Safdarjung falls under the 
South Delhi Municipal Corpora-
tion and at least 64 dengue cases 
have been reported in south Delhi 

municipal areas.
Vector-borne diseases are re-

ported between mid-July and 
November-end. Cases of  all the 
three vector-borne diseases were 
reported much earlier this time, 
which doctors had attributed to 
early arrival of the monsoon.

Dengue and chikungunya 
are caused by aedes agypti mos-
quito, which breeds in clear wa-
ter. Anopheles mosquito, which 
causes malaria, can breed in both 
fresh and muddy water.

According to the report, 
breeding of mosquitoes has been 
reported at 1,16,365 households 
in Delhi. All the three municipal 
corporations have stepped up 
awareness drives -- distributing 
pamphlets and plying vehicles 
with loudspeakers issuing dos 
and don’ts for prevention of  the 
diseases.

The city government has 

banned over-the-counter sale of  
nonsteroidal anti-inflammatory 
drugs such as aspirin and brufen 
as their use may “pose a threat” 
to dengue and chikungunya pa-
tients.

At least 21 deaths due to den-
gue were reported last year at 
various hospitals, including nine 
at AIIMS, though the official tally 
of  the civic bodies stood at 10. 
Seventeen deaths suspected to be 
due to malaria in 2016 were also 
reported by the civic bodies.

At least 15 fatalities were re-
ported last year at various hospi-
tals in the city due to complica-
tions triggered by chikungunya, 
though the civic bodies have kept 
the death tally at zero.

In one of the worst outbreaks, 
a total of  12,221 chikungunya 
cases were reported in Delhi till 
December 24, 2016, out of which 
9,749 were confirmed.

PTI

He thanked  Chie f  
Minister Palaniswami for 
the merger. “I feel unbur-
dened.”

Welcoming the rival 
group, the Chief  Minister 
thanked “elder brother” 
Paneerselvam for the unity 
which he said would realize 
the dreams of  MGR and 
Jayalalithaa. 

The newly-appointed 
Deputy Coordinator Mu-
nuswami said the party 
should work without preju-
dices against leaders and 
cadres belonging to both 
former factions.

Meanwhile, the smaller 
faction headed by T.T.V. Di-
nakaran, Sasikala’s nephew, 
has warned against his own 
and Sasikala’s sacking as 
Deputy General Secretary 
and General Secretary of  
the AIADMK. 

Dinakaran is said to en-
joy the support of  a dozen 
MLAs. Leaders of the fac-
tion attacked both Panneer-
selvam and Palaniswami. 
Pugazhendi, President of  
the AIADMK’s Karnataka 
unit, said the Dinakaran 
faction would not allow the 
government to continue.

After the merger cere-
mony, all the top leaders, in-
cluding Panneerselvam and 
Palaniswami, drove to the 
memorials of  Jayalalithaa, 
MGR and C.N. Annadurai, 
the first Chief  Minister of  
the then undivided DMK, 
on the Marina beach.

Earlier, Panneerselvam 
was received enthusiasti-
cally at the party headquar-
ters by AIADMK cadres 
who presented him stoles 
and bouquets. It was his 
first visit to the office af-
ter six months. Hundreds 
celebrated the occasion by 
bursting firecrackers.
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News IN BrIef
One dead after car hits people at 
Marseille bus stop
Marseille, August 21 (PTI/AFP): One person was 
killed and another seriously injured in the southern 
French city of Marseille today after a car ploughed into 
people at two different bus stops, police sources, adding 
the suspected driver had been arrested. The incident took 
place at around 9:00 am (local time), one source said, 
asking not to be named. The Renault car first drove at 
speed towards a bus stop in the city’s 13th district, leaving 
one person seriously hurt, before targeting another stop 
in the 11th district, causing one fatality.

Finnish court identifies Turku 
stabbing suspect
Helsinki, August 21 (PTI/AFP): Court documents 
today identified the suspect in last week’s stabbing 
spree in a Finnish city - being probed as the country’s 
first ever terror attack - as 18-year-old Abderrahman 
Mechkah. Police have previously described the suspect 
as an asylum seeker from Morocco who deliberately 
“targeted women” in the attack in a market square in 
the southwestern port of Turku on Friday, which left two 
people dead. The Turku district court documents did not 
specify Mechkah’s nationality. His court appearance had 
initially been scheduled for today.

Israeli teens attack soldiers for 
looking like Arabs
Jerusalem, August 21 (IANS): Israeli teenagers 
reportedly attacked two off-duty soldiers because they 
believed the soldiers were Arabs, police said on Monday. 
A police statement said a 16-year-old boy was arrested 
on suspicion of being part of the group that assaulted 
the soldiers, Xinhua news agency reported. The incident 
took place in a public park in Pardes Hana town on 
Friday night. The soldiers, who were on a weekend 
vacation and dressed in civilian clothes, were sitting 
there with a young female friend and another 17-year-
old male friend.

Taliban stones a man to death in 
Afghanistan
Kabul, August 21 (IANS): Taliban militants have stoned 
to death a man on charges of having extra-marital relations 
with a woman in Afghanistan’s Badakshan province, 
an official said on Monday. “The incident took place 
in a Taliban-controlled area of  Raghistan on Sunday 
morning,” Xinhua news agency quoted Governor Mawlavi 
Ghulamullah as saying. The official did not provide details 
about the fate of  the woman. Taliban militants often 
impose harsh punishments, including public execution, on 
alleged criminals in the areas they control.

40 civilians killed in US-led 
airstrikes in Syria
Damascus, August 21 (IANS): At least 40 civilians 
were killed and dozens injured in airstrikes by the US-
led coalition on neighbourhoods in Raqqa city of Syria, 
the media reported on Monday. The airstrikes targeted 
residential buildings while clashes continued between 
the Syrian Democratic Forces and the Islamic State 
militant group on the outskirts of the city, Xinhua news 
agency reported. The Syrian opposition announced 
earlier reaching an agreement with a Russian military 
delegation for a ceasefire between opposition fighters and 
regime forces in western Qalamoun.

7 abducted policemen rescued in Pak
Islamabad, August 21 (IANS): Pakistani police on 
Monday rescued seven policemen kidnapped on Sunday 
in the country’s Punjab province, the media reported. 
Deputy Superintendent of Police Ramiz Bokhari said 
that the policemen conducted a search operation in the 
area in Punjab to find the abductees in the wee hours 
of the day, Dunya News reported. The officer said that 
the policemen were kidnapped by dacoits during a boat 
patrol in the Indus river on Sunday, adding that the 
kidnappers took the policemen to their hideouts located 
on a small island in the river.

Trump to announce new Afghan 
strategy: White House
Washington, August 21 (PTI): US President Donald 
Trump will announce America’s new strategy in 
Afghanistan today, nearly 16 years after the war began in 
the country, the White House said, amid reports that his 
administration looked into possibilities of a role for India 
during its policy review. Trump’s address to US troops 
and the nation at 9 pm local time (7:30 am IST, Tuesday) 
from the Fort Myer military base in Arlington, Virginia, 
will follow Defence Secretary Jim Mattis confirmation 
yesterday that the administration had decided on a new 
Afghan strategy after “rigorous” debate.

US-South joint drills begin amid 
North Korea tensions
Seoul, August 21 (PTI/AFP): South Korea and the 
United States began annual war games today, US Forces 
Korea said, amid heated warnings by Pyongyang that 
the exercises will worsen tensions in the region. Tens 
of  thousands of  troops are taking part in the “Ulchi 
Freedom Guardian” joint military drills, a largely 
computer- simulated exercise that runs for two weeks in 
the South. They are described as defensive, but nuclear-
armed Pyongyang views them as a highly provocative 
rehearsal for invasion.

Seoul urges Pyongyang not to 
resort to provocation
Seoul, August 21 (IANS): South Korean President 
Moon Jae-in on Monday urged North Korea not to 
resort to any provocation as a joint war game with the 
US kicked off. Moon told a cabinet meeting that the 
Ulchi Freedom Guardian (UFG) is an annually-held 
joint military exercise that is defensive in nature, saying 
South Korea has no intention to escalate military tension 
on the Korean Peninsula, Xinhua reported.

AP/PTI

Indian movie star and parade grand marshal Rana Daggubati, top left, stands on a float behind a figure of Mahatma Gandhi, 
during the India Day parade, celebrating the 71st independence day of India, Sunday Aug. 20, 2017, in New York. 

Madrid, August 21 (IANS): The 
death toll in the Spain double at-
tacks climbed to 15 on Monday 
as authorities confirmed the 
identity of  the suspected driver 
of  a van that ploughed into 
pedestrians in Barcelona. The 
manhunt for the attacker was 
extended across Europe, a gov-
ernment official said.

Officials said that Younes 
Abouyaaqoub, a 22-year-old 
Moroccan national, was the 

driver of the van which ploughed 
into a crowd in Las Ramblas 
boulevard on Thursday. At least 
130 people were injured in the 
attack, BBC reported.

The Catalan government 
said the 15th victim was identi-
fied as Pau Pérez, 34, from Vila 
Franca, who was found stabbed 
to death in the passenger seat of  
vehicle used by Abouyaaqoub. 

Catalan Interior Minister 
Joaquim Forn told a radio sta-

tion that Abouyaaqoub is the 
last member of  the 12-men 
Islamist extremist cell believed 
to be behind the double attacks. 

Forn said authorities were 
coordinating with police across 
Europe to catch him and 
there was no indication that 
Abouyaaqoub had left the re-
gion.

“This person is no longer just 
being sought in Catalonia but in 
all European countries, this is 

an effort by European police,” 
Forn said.

Out of the 12-member terror 
cell, five were shot by the police 
during a second attack in Cam-
brils on Friday, where a Spanish 
woman was killed. Four terror-
ists were detained. 

Of the remaining three, of-
ficials said, it is possible that 
two were killed in the explosion 
at the bomb-making factory in 
Alcanar last week, though the 

remains found at the site were 
still being tested.

Officials also revealed there 
were “strong indications” that 
an imam suspected of radicalis-
ing the young men behind the 
attacks had died in an explosion 
in Alcanar.

Police set up 800 vehicle 
checkpoints and tripled the 
number of  officers working on 
anti-terrorism operations after 
the attack, but the fugitive con-

tinues to evade them, the Guard-
ian reported. 

Regional police chief  Josep 
Lluís Trapero told a press con-
ference on Sunday that the pos-
sibility that Abouyaaqoub had 
escaped to France had not been 
ruled out.

New CCTV footage ap-
peared to show him fleeing the 
scene of  the attack on foot. 
Three images in Spain’s El Pais 
newspaper showed the man 

walking through La Boqueria 
market, wearing sunglasses, as 
he passed other people heading 
away from Las Ramblas. 

Police also released more 
images of  Abouyaaqoub, and 
appealed for help in finding him. 

The suspects originally 
planned a large-scale bomb at-
tack before an accidental explo-
sion at a house at Alcanar forced 
a change of  plans, said media 
reports.

Kathmandu, August 21 
(PTI): Nepal will hold par-
liamentary and provincial 
elections on November 26, 
the government announced 
today, a key step towards 
cementing democracy in 
the politically unstable 
country.

The decision was taken 
during a Cabinet meeting 
held this morning here, ac-
cording to officials.

“The government took 
the decision to conduct the 
elections after holding con-
sultations with the Elec-
tion Commission (EC),” 
Minister for Information 
Mohan Bahadur Basnet 
told reporters.

The EC will work out 
the details of  the elections.

As per the constitution-
al provision, the Nepalese 
Parliament will have 275 
members.

While voters will direct-
ly vote for 165 lawmakers, 
110 members of  Parlia-
ment will be nominated 
through proportional rep-
resentation.

Earlier, the EC had 
urged the government to 
conduct elections in two 
phases, saying that it would 
be difficult to conduct both 
the elections at once due 
to time constraint, lack of  
laws and human resources 
as well as logistic.

The announcement 
for holding the polls came 
nearly two months after 
Nepal conducted the sec-
ond round of  local-level 
polls across the country.

The EC had been pre-
paring to hold federal and 
provincial elections in 31 
mountainous and hilly dis-
tricts.

Millions of  Nepalese 
voted in the first two phases 
of  local-level polls held in 
almost two decades as the 
Himalayan nation takes a 
key step towards cementing 
democracy.

Nepal has witnessed 
political instability.

The country has been 
in a political crisis since a 
decade-long Maoist con-
flict ended in 2006 and the 
monarchy was abolished.

Some Madhes-centric 
parties were opposed the 
elections on the ground 
that the new Constitution 
be amended to accom-
modate their views: more 
representation in the Par-
liament and redrawing of  
provincial boundaries. 

Madhesis,  who are 
mostly of  Indian origin, 
had launched a prolonged 
agitation between Sep-
tember 2015 and Febru-
ary last year against the 
implementation of  the 
Constitution.

Dhaka, August 21 (PTI): 
Bangladesh’s Supreme 
Court today rejected embat-
tled former prime minister 
Khaleda Zia’s plea to stop 
the trial proceedings against 
her in a 2007 corruption case 
that cost the exchequer more 
than USD 120 million. 

Zia, 72, has been ac-
cused of  awarding a con-
tract to Global Agro Trade 
Pvt Company Ltd (Gatco) 
for container management 
at inland depots in Dhaka 
and Chittagong during her 
tenure as the prime minister 
from 2001-2006.

The Anti-Corruption 
Commission (ACC) alleges 
that the contract was award-
ed in violation of  govern-
ment rules and caused a loss 
of nearly USD 124 million 
to the country. The opposi-
tion Bangladesh National-
ist Party (BNP) leader had 
pleaded the Supreme Court 
to stay the trial in the case in 
a lower court, but the apex 
court rejected her appeal.

The Anti-Corruption 
Commission (ACC) filed 
the graft case against Zia, 
her younger son Arafat Rah-
man, who died in 2015, and 

11 others on September 2, 
2007, saying the deal alleged-
ly cost the exchequer over Tk 
1,000 crore (USD 124 mil-
lion). The two-time former 
prime minister has said that 
all the cases against her were 
politically motivated.

If  convicted, Zia will 
not be allowed to contest 
the next general election in 
2019. Zia was arrested the 
same day. A year after her ar-
rest, Zia secured a bail from 
the High Court.

The case was filed dur-
ing the army-backed emer-
gency rules in 2007-2008.

The High Court earlier 
in August 2015 dismissed 
the ex- premier’s plea seek-
ing to nullify the Gatco case 
prompting her to seek the 
apex court intervention to 
overturn the judgement.

The case is now pend-
ing before Dhaka’s Special 
Judges Court. 

Zia is also being tried in 
two other graft cases involv-
ing two charities named 
after her husband and BNP’s 
founder Ziaur Rahman.

She was prime minister 
from 1991-1996 and 2001-
2006.

Pyongyang, August 21 (IANS): North 
Korea has warned Australia that it has 
committed a “suicidal act” by com-
mitting its troops to help the US in 
any conflict over Pyongyang’s nuclear 
programme and by joining military 
exercises with US and South Korean 
forces.

Australian Prime Minister Mal-
colm Turnbull earlier this month 
vowed that his country’s military would 
fight alongside the US if the latter was 
attacked by North Korea. He said last 
week that Australia and the US were 
joined at the hip on defence matters.

Citing an unnamed official from 
the North Korean Foreign Ministry, 
KCNA said Turnbull’s show of  sup-
port for Washington, coupled with 
Australia’s participation in the military 
drills, had left the country open to un-
specified “counter-measures of justice” 
by North Korea.

“This is a suicidal act of  inviting 
disaster, as it is an illustration of politi-
cal immaturity, unaware of the serious-
ness of the current situation,” KCNA 
was cited as saying by the Guardian.

In response to the warning from 
North Korea, Turnbull hit back on 
Monday, saying: “North Korea has 
shown it has no regard for the welfare 
of  its own population, no regard for 
the security and good relations with its 
neighbours and no regard for interna-
tional law.”

Turnbull said Australia called on 
all countries to “redouble their efforts, 
including through implementation of  
agreed UN security council resolutions, 
to bring North Korea to its senses and 
end its reckless and dangerous threats to 
the peace of our region and the world”.

This is the first time that Pyongyang 
singled out the Australian government 
for criticism. The North Korean For-

eign Ministry official accused Turnbull 
of abandoning his opposition to Don-
ald Trump’s confrontational stance 
towards Pyongyang, and reminded him 
that Australia had paid a high price for 
its involvement in previous US wars, 
according to KCNA.

“The Australian government had 
better devote time and energy to main-
taining peace of  its own country, in-
stead of forgetting the lessons learned 
in the past and joining the US in the 
moves for nuclear war.” Meanwhile, 
the South Korean and US militaries 
on Monday began their first major 
annual military exercise amid threats 
from Pyongyang. The Ulchi Freedom 
Guardian exercise will conclude on Au-
gust 31 and involves tens of thousands 
of South Korean soldiers.  The US has 
reduced the number of its participat-
ing service members to 17,500 from 
25,000, according to the Pentagon. 

Singapore, August 21 (IANS): Ten 
US Navy sailors were missing and five 
were injured after a US Navy guided 
missile destroyer collided with an oil 
tanker near Singapore on Monday, 
officials said.

The destroyer USS John S. McCain 
was sailing towards east of Singapore 
for a routine visit and preparing to stop 
in the port when the collision with the 
the 30,000-tonne Liberian-flagged ves-
sel occurred at 5.24 a.m. in the Strait of  
Malacca, CNN reported. 

The US Navy reported significant 
hull damage to the destroyer, saying 
there was flooding in berthing compart-
ments as well as machinery and com-
munication rooms. A US Navy official 
said the destroyer had experienced a 
loss of steering before the collision, but 
that steering had been regained.

Liberian oil tanker Alnic MC sus-
tained damage to a tank near the front 
of the ship 7 metre above the waterline, 
but none of its crew were injured and 
there were no oil spills, the report said.

Malaysian officials said their ships 

and aircraft had joined the search and 
rescue efforts with US helicopters and 
Marine Corps Osprey aircraft. Singa-
pore also joined the rescue operation 
for the missing sailors.

The search area encompassed 100 
nautical square miles, they said, de-
scribing sea conditions as rough, with 
waves up to one metre high.

In addition to the 10 missing sailors, 
the US Navy said five were injured in 
the collision. Four of those were flown 
to a hospital in Singapore with non-life 
threatening injuries. 

The Malacca Strait, which runs 
between Indonesia, Malaysia and Sin-
gapore, is the world’s second busiest 
waterway according to the World Eco-
nomic Forum. Malaysian authorities 
described the area as very busy, with 
some 80,000 ships passing through it 
every year.

The collision marks the fourth 
incident involving a US Navy warship 
in the Pacific this year. On June 17, the 
USS Fitzgerald collided with a con-
tainer ship off the coast of Japan. The 

incident resulted in the deaths of seven 
US sailors. The Fitzgerald will be taken 
to the US for repairs.

On May 9, the guided missile 
cruiser USS Lake Champlain was 
struck by a small fishing boat off  the 
Korean Peninsula. 

And in late January, the guided is-
sile cruiser USS Antietam ran aground 
while trying to anchor in Tokyo Bay. 

Shortly after news of the collision 
came out, the US Chief of naval op-
erations, John Richardson, tweeted that 
the first priority was to determine the 
safety of the ship and the crew.

US Senator John McCain tweeted 
that he and his wife were praying for the 
sailors. The vessel was named after his 
father and grandfather, both admirals 
in the Navy. President Donald Trump 
tweeted: “Thoughts & prayers are 
w/ our @USNavy sailors aboard the 
#USSJohnSMcCain where search & 
rescue efforts are underway.”

The US destroyer later arrived 
in the waters off  Singapore’s Changi 
Naval Base.

Beijing, August 21 (PTI): 
China will run the world’s 
fastest bullet train between 
Beijing and Shanghai at 350 
kms per hour, covering the 
1,250-km-long distance in 
just 4.5 hours from Septem-
ber 21, officials said today.

Currently, it takes six 
hours to travel from the Chi-
nese capital to the country’s 
business hub. The new gen-
eration bullet train -- the 
Fuxing -- will cover the dis-
tance (equal to that between 
Jammu to Bhopal) in 4.5 
hours from September 21.

It will be the world’s fast-
est commercially-used bullet 
train, China Railway Corpo-
ration said.

China began running its 
first 350 km per hour high 
speed train between Beijing 

and Tianjin in August in 
2008 and opened at least 
three more such high-speed 
lines nationwide in the fol-
lowing years.

But it reduced the speed 
between 250 to 300 km per 
hour after a major accident 
in July 2011. Forty people 
were killed and over 190 in-
jured when two high-speed 
trains travelling on the Yong-
taiwen railway line collided 
on a viaduct in the suburbs 
of Wenzhou, Zhejiang prov-
ince in July 2011.

The Fuxing trains were 
unveiled in June and are ca-
pable to clock top speeds of  
400 kmh, state-run Xinhua 
news agency reported.

From September 21, 
these trains will make seven 
round trips each day.

New York, August 21 (PTI): 
Thousands of  people from the 
Indian diaspora converged in the 
heart of New York in their tradi-
tional finery to celebrate India’s 
71st Independence Day at one of  
the largest parades outside India 
attended by ‘Baahubali’ actors 
Rana Daggubati and Tamannaah 
Bhatia.

The 37th India Day Parade 
organised by the Federation of  
Indian Associations - New York, 
New Jersey, Connecticut - ran 
through several streets in Madison 
Avenue in Manhattan yesterday 
and featured tableaux by several 
Indian-American organisations, 
marching bands, police contingents 
and cultural performances by 
young Indian-American children.

Greeting the crowd, New York 
city Mayor Bill de Blasio said 
the Independence Day parade 
celebrates the “extraordinary con-
tributions” of the Indian-American 
community to the city.

“This is a day we appreciate 
what people do for the city regard-
less of what they look like, regard-
less of what language they speak, 
regardless of  where they were 
born. Everyone here contributes to 
making New York City better and 
making America stronger. That is 
what we are celebrating today,” de 
Blasio said.

The mayor, holding the Indian 
tricolour, waved to the thousands 
of  people gathered along the pa-
rade route.

Daggubati, the Grand Marshal 

for the parade, said it was a matter 
of great pride for him to celebrate 
the Independence Day with a large 
population of Indian-Americans.

“It gives me a huge sense of  
pride to be here. The people here 
are the ambassadors of our country 
making us proud outside of India,” 
he said. Bhatia said, “It is amaz-
ing to see Indians celebrating” the 
country’s culture and heritage.

“India has given me lot of free-
dom to express myself. It is very 
humbling to represent India at the 

parade,” she said.
Padama Shri awardee Sudhir 

Parikh, a medical doctor and long-
time leader of the Indian-American 
community, said over the years the 
parade has been a bridge between 
India and the second and third 
generation Indian-Americans.

A float by the Indian Consulate 
in the city focused the rich cultural 
heritage of India’s northeast states. 

Thousands of people from the 
New York tri-state area came for 
the day-long celebration, which 

included special food stalls, cultural 
extravaganza and about 25 floats 
by various Indian organisations 
based in the US such as Air India.

People, including young chil-
dren and seniors, raised patriotic 
slogans like ‘Bharat Mata Ki Jai’, 
‘Vande Mataram’ and ‘Jai Hind’ 
and carried banners, placards and 
Indian and American flags as they 
witnessed the floats and celebrities 
from the barricaded pavements 
along the parade route. Indian mu-
sic and popular Bollywood songs 

reverberated through the air as 
people celebrated with a fervour 
of patriotism.

Several Americans and people 
belonging to different communities 
also stopped to watch the parade 
and enjoy the festivities. Families 
had travelled from nearby states 
such as Connecticut, New Jersey 
and Massachusetts to witness the 
parade, an annual fixture in the 
city’s calendar since 1981.

On India’s Independence Day 
on August 15, the iconic Empire 
State Building was lit up in the 
Indian try-colour.

Commemorating the Day, 
India’s Consul-General here Am-
bassador Sandeep Chakravorty 
had rung the opening bell at the 
NASDAQ stock market in Times 
Square. Flag-hoisting ceremonies 
and commemorative events were 
held at the Indian Consulate as 
well as at India’s Permanent Mis-
sion to the UN.

Singer Kailash Kher had at-
tended the flag hoisting ceremony 
at the permanent mission. Later 
speaking to PTI, Kher applauded 
the significant contributions of  
Indian Americans to the social and 
economic fabric of the US. 

He called on Indians settled in 
America to join hands and contin-
ue to make contributions that take 
India to the next level of  growth 
and development, particularly 
through support of flagship Indian 
programmes such as ‘Swachch 
Bharat’, ‘Beti Bachao Beti Padhao’ 
and ‘Digital India’.

spain twin attack toll reaches 15, suspected van driver named

Nepal to hold general, 
provincial elections on Nov 26

B’desh SC clears way for Zia’s trial in 2007 graft case

Supporting Trump a ‘suicidal act’, N. Korea tells Australia

10 sailors missing after US destroyer collision near Singapore China to run world’s fastest 
bullet train from Sep 21

Thousands celebrate at India Day Parade in New York
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Ileana D’Cruz lashes out at fan for misbehaviour
Actor Ileana D’Cruz, in a series of  tweets, has blasted a male fan for misbehav-
ing with her. The 29-year-old star said she may be a “public figure” but that does 
not give anyone the right to trouble her. “... I’m a public figure. I understand that 
I don’t have the luxury of  a private and an anonymous life. “But that doesn’t 
give any man the right to misbehave with me. Don’t confuse ‘fan antics’ with 
that. I am a WOMAN at the end of  the day.”  Ileana did not talk about the inci-
dent that led to the tweet but in an interview to a Mumbai-based newspaper the 
actor revealed that fans started banging against the window of  her car when she 
was stuck in traffic while on her way to a fashion event.
PTI

The five selected contestants along with BASN members on August 21.

11 am 2 pm: Toilet (Hindi)

TickeT rATeS
Silver Rs. 80
Gold Rs. 150

Platinum Rs. 320

HILL STAR 
Movie Schedule

Hill Star is thrilled to announce its 
valued HillStarCinema fans that the 
hall is now live at BookMyShowIN 
You can now BUY tickets online! 

5 pm, 8 pm: Annabelle Creation (Eng) 2D

BASN selects 5 students from Sazolie College

Calvin Klein chose Kate Moss for 
her ‘natural beauty’

Pink forgets song lyrics

The selected beauties will be part of Miss Nagaland final 
open audition scheduled to be held on September  6

Comedy legend Jerry Lewis dies at 91

T
he Beauty & Aesthetic 
Society of Nagaland 
(BASN) organised its 
first campus audition 
at Sazolie College, 

Jotsoma this afternoon.
Altogether five girls were 

selected at the audition for the 
upcoming Miss Nagaland 2017 
to be held during the Hornbill 
Festival to be held in the month of  
December.

The contestants were selected 
out of the total 19 girls registered 
where 14 got eliminated. 

The selections were based on 
age, height and IQ among few 
others. 

The selected contestants will 
be taking part in the final open 
audition scheduled to be held on 
September 6 along with other 
participants.

BASN has informed that the 
next campus audition will be held 
at St Joseph College, Jakhama on 
August 25.

EMN

F
ashion mogul Calvin Klein’s founder 
Klien himself  chose model Kate Moss 
to star in the brand’s beauty campaign 
because of her natural beauty.

The 43-year-old model was hand-
picked to front the brand’s fragrance commercial 
for it’s Obsession scent in 1993 because she did 
not have “big bosoms” and had not surgically 
enhanced her body like other stars, reports fema-
lefirst.co.uk.

Speaking in an interview for the Iris Covet 
Book about Moss, the 74-year-old fashion de-
signer said: “I didn’t want these girls who had big 
bosoms. They augment their bodies. They used 
artificial implants and things. They were doing 
crazy things to their bodies. I found that offen-
sive. I found it really unattractive, unhealthy and 
a bad message to send.”

Moss also credited Klien as a “really clever” 
mogul, because he could see potential in her as 
a model when they first worked together over 20 
years ago.

“I think Calvin was really clever. He knew 
there was going to be something. I knew it was a 
job, but I thought it was going to be a right laugh. 
It was the only time I got paid to go away. It’s 
never been like that since,” she said.

IANS

V
eteran American entertainer 
Jerry Lewis, whose goofy 
brand of physical comedy 
endeared him to millions in a 
career spanning six decades, 

died aged 91, his agent said.
One of the most popular comic actors 

of the 1950s and ‘60s, Lewis perfected 
the role of the quirky clown in slapstick 
comedies like “The Nutty Professor” but 
also won acclaim as a writer, actor and 
philanthropist.

“Very sadly Jerry Lewis has passed,” 
his agent Jeff Wijtas told AFP. Variety 
reported that the comic legend died in Las 
Vegas early today morning.

Honored with accolades at home and 
abroad, including a nomination for the 
Nobel Peace Prize in 1977, Lewis became 
known as much for his tireless efforts to 
promote awareness of Muscular Dystro-
phy as for his unique brand of physical 
comedy.

Over the course of 45 years, he raised 
some 2.45 billion dollars for combatting 
the disease with an annual television event.

Born Joseph Levitch in Newark, New 
Jersey to two New York City entertainers, 
Lewis first took center stage at the tender 
age of five, when he performed “Brother, 
Can You Spare a Dime?” He began play-
ing at resorts outside New York City that 
catered to Jewish patrons, known by tour-
ing entertainers as the Borscht Circuit.

By age 15, he had assembled his own 
routine of comedic lipsynching and made 
the rounds of New York talent agents, 
although only a burlesque house in Buffalo 
was interested.

At the age of 20, however, everything 
changed for Lewis, when he embarked 
on arguably one of the most successful 

entertainment partnerships of all time with 
smooth crooner Dean Martin.

The two fed off each other in now-
classic comedy gags, including pratfalls, 
slapstick and lots of seltzer water. They 
signed a long-term contract with Para-
mount Pictures, and starred in 1949’s “My 
Friend Irma,” where Lewis delivered a 
performance described as “the funniest 
thing in the picture.” 

Other notable films in Lewis’ repertoire 
include “It’s a Mad, Mad, Mad, Mad 
World” (1959), “The Geisha Boy” (1958) 
and “Funnybones” (1984).

His box office grosses, spanning nearly 
50 years, total 800 million dollars -- an 
impressive figure since movie tickets cost 
no more than 50 cents during the height of  
his popularity.

After 17 films together, the Lewis-
Martin partnership split in 1956, but Lewis 
continued his career in comedy and Hol-
lywood. He won acclaim for his dramatic 
role in the 1983 Martin Scorsese film “The 
King of Comedy,” co-starring with Robert 
De Niro that showed his acting versatility.

In recent decades, Lewis had been 
plagued by health problems, and was de-
clared clinically dead in 1982 after a heart 
attack. Ten years later he was diagnosed 
with prostate cancer and in 1997 found 
out he had diabetes. A diagnosis of spinal 
meningitis in 2000 further caused his 
health to deteriorate. But he was deter-
mined not to let ill health keep him from 
working as long as possible, including on 
a Broadway musical adaptation of “The 
Nutty Professor” as recently as 2011.

“I have to finish what I’ve started,” he 
told the Los Angeles Times in a 2010 inter-
view. “I want to do it before I leave.” 

PTI

T
here is a wide variety of phones 
in the market today and almost 
all of them claim to have a bet-
ter feature than their competitor, 
while it can sometime feel like the 

features are all that matter in a smartphone 
and most companies tend to get lost in the 
ever evolving world of features and unnec-
essary gimmicks, the essential phone has 
taken a slightly different approach.

The creator of Android - Andy Rubin is 
the brainchild behind the Essential Phone 
and it has been grabbing the tech headlines 
mainly because of him as people were won-
dering what the father of Android was going 
to bring to the table and sure enough, it did 
not disappoint. The Essential Phone is liter-
ally what the name implies, it has the bare 
necessities of a mobile device in a beautiful 
minimalistic ceramic and titanium shell 
and boasting a 5.7 inch bezel-less display 
with an aspect ratio of 19:10 and a resolu-
tion of 2560x1312 pixels, the phone looks 
absolutely gorgeous and obviously, the first 
thing which people notice about the display 
is the front camera which looks 
unusual since it is placed 
atop the display in a cutout, 
but when you really think 
about it, that area is always 
reserved for the notification 
bar and the camera section 
does not affect the usage 
at all. The display is bigger 
than the iPhone 7 Plus and 
the Google Pixel XL, but the 
size of the phone is smaller 
than both the devices and 
that makes it easy for any-
one to grip. Although there 
has been some concern 
regarding the fact that it 
uses LCD instead of OLED, 
it won’t be a deal breaker 
for most people unless you 
want to use VR headsets but 
lets face facts, VR headsets 
still have some ways to go 
before they become truly 
useful. And because of the 
use of LCD, there is a bit of 
a “chin” at the bottom of the 
device unlike the Galaxy S8 

or the LG G6, which has a display covering 
the entire screen. The display on the Es-
sential Phone has great viewing angles but 
it can be a bit difficult to view it in direct 
sunlight.

The phone also sports a dual camera 
setup on the back with one lens taking color 
and the other one being monochrome and 
the idea behind this is that the phone will 
combine these two images to give you a 
single clear image and this method is said 
to perform very well in low light conditions. 
The camera on the back has a 13 megapixel 
sensor with an aperture of f/1.85 along with 
a Phase detect and IR Laser Assist Focus 
while the front selfie camera has 8 meg-
apixel, which is more than enough for most 
users. The phone comes in a single 128GB 
variant without any expandable memory 
and a 3040 mAh battery which can easily 
last more than a full day use and the device 
is powered by a Qualcomm Snapdragon 835 
which will run anything you throw at it. The 
operating system on this device has been 
optimized to run extremely smoothly and it 

does not contain any bloatware as Andy 
Rubin was insistent on keeping the entire 
device as minimalistic as possible and it is 
rumored that this device, along with all the 
Essential’s new ecosystem of smart home 
devices and services will be connected by 
Ambient OS. Although very little is known 
about this new operating system, everyone 
in the tech world is optimistic that it will be 
something amazing but bringing the new 
Ambient OS to life may take a few years.

One of the best bit about this device 
would be the fact that it has a flat back 
without any camera bump and there are no 
branding of any kind, not even a company 
logo and for those people who love mini-
mal designs, this phone tops everything 
available today. The fingerprint sensor is 
also placed in the back of the device and 
can be easily reached with one hand and it 
is extremely fast and responsive. And just 
next to the camera on the back, there are 
two small magnetic pins which is used to 
hold modular parts for the phone. These 
modular parts will be specially designed by 
Essential for this phone and right now, there 
is just one modular device available, which 
is the 360 camera. This 360 camera is said 
to be the smallest in the world and since it 
clips easily on the back of the phone, you 
can easily carry it anywhere you go and it 
supports both photo and video along with 
live streaming. This camera, along with all 
the other modular parts will connect to the 
phone via WiFi and the magnetic pins will 
only provide power to the modules.

The Essential Phone got everything 
right, and there is little to 

nothing that anyone 
can complain about 
this phone. Although 
there have been soft-
ware glitches which 
users have reported, 
the regular updates 
which keep rolling 
out seem to fix every 
single one of them 
and that’s a good 

thing and the regu-
lar software patches 

are expected since the 
phone cost a hefty $700 (approx 
Rs.45,000). The only downside 
about this phone is that it does 
not have a headphone jack. The 
phone does come with a USB to 
3.5mm jack converter, but that’s 
not something everyone will want 
to carry around and although the 
entire industry is slowly moving 
away from the headphone jack, the 
Essential Phone seems to lack one 
basic essential feature.

The Essential Phone
By Liyo Kikon

S
inger Pink says 
she needs “four 
years” to remem-
ber lyrics of her 
songs and it is 

hard for her to remember 
them after some time.

The 37-year-old wowed 
crowds at this year’s V fes-
tival, which took place at 
Hylands Park, Chelmsford, 
on Saturday by performing 
her classic hits “U + Ur 
hand”, as well as “Raise 
your Glass”.

Pink started her 

90-minute set by sing-
ing her 2001 hit “Get the 
party started” after she 
was suspended above the 
crowds on a large fishhook. 
She said she was thank-
ful that her fans were able 
to remember the lyrics to 
her tracks, which she had 
forgotten, reports female-
first.co.uk.

Before singing her 
latest single, “What about 
us”, she said: “Usually (it) 
takes me about four years 
to learn a song. I wish I’d 
stop shaking thank you for 
having me 10 years later. 
I forgot so many words 
tonight.” Pink continue to 
sing “Like a pill” as well 
as “Trouble” before she 
thanked the audience for 
their support throughout 
her career.

She said: “So good 
to hear that. First of all, 
I want to say thank you 
for having me back. I’m 
forever grateful for all the 
years and all the love.”

IANS
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Microsoft’s speech recognition 
system achieves new milestone

Discovery of simple method to extract DNA claimed

Feeling bad without your 
phone could up anxiety: Study

Japan puts third GPS 
satellite into orbit

UK scientists create world’s 
smallest surgical robot

Earth-like planet may be 
lurking in nearby star system

Big asteroid to safely pass by Earth on Sept 1

San Francisco, August 21 
(IANS): Microsofts conver-
sational speech recognition 
system -- designed to accu-
rately recognises the words 
in a conversation like hu-
mans do -- has reached a 
5.1 per cent error rate, its 
lowest so far.

This milestone means 
that, for the first time, a 
computer can recognise the 
words in a conversation as 
well as a person would.

“Our research team 
reached that 5.1 per cent 
error rate with our speech 
recognition system, a new 
industry milestone, sub-
stantially surpassing the 
accuracy we achieved last 
year,” Microsoft said in a 
blog post late on Sunday.

Last year in October, 
the team from Microsoft 
Artificial Intelligence and 
Research reported a speech 
recognition system that 
makes the same or fewer 
errors than professional 
transcriptionists.

The researchers had 
then reported a word error 
rate (WER) of  5.9 percent.

“Last year, Microsoft’s 
speech and dialog research 
group announced a mile-
stone in reaching human 
parity on the ‘Switchboard’ 
conversational speech rec-
ognition task, meaning we 
had created technology 
that recognised words in 
a conversation as well as 
professional human tran-
scribers,” said Xuedong 

Huang, Technical Fellow, 
Microsoft.

‘Switchboard’  i s  a 
corpus of  recorded tel-
ephone conversations that 
the speech research com-
munity has used for more 
than 20 years to bench-
mark speech recognition 
systems. 

The task involves tran-
scribing conversations be-
tween strangers discussing 
topics such as sports and 
politics.

The team used “Mi-
crosoft Cognitive Toolkit 
2.1” (CNTK), the most 
scalable deep learning soft-
ware available, for explor-
ing model architectures. 

Additionally, Micro-
soft’s investment in cloud 

compute infrastructure, 
specifically Azure GPUs, 
helped improve the effec-
tiveness and speed.

Reaching human parity 
with an accuracy on par 
with humans has been a 
research goal for the last 
25 years. 

“Microsoft’s willing-
ness to invest in long-term 
research is now paying divi-
dends for our customers in 
products and services such 
as Cortana, Presentation 
Translator, and Microsoft 
Cognitive Services,” the 
post read.

“Moving from recog-
nising to understanding 
speech is the next major 
frontier for speech technol-
ogy,” the post added.

Washington, August 21 
(IANS): A large near-Earth 
asteroid will pass safely by 
our planet on September 1, 
at a distance of about seven 
million kilometres, NASA 
has said.

Asteroid Florence -- 
named in honour of  Flor-
ence Nightingale (1820-
1910),  the founder of  
modern nursing -- is about 
4.4 kilometres in size, ac-
cording to measurements 
from NASA’s Spitzer Space 
Telescope and the asteroids 
and comets hunting NEO-
WISE mission. 

“While many known as-
teroids have passed by clos-
er to Earth than Florence 
will on September 1, all of  
those were estimated to be 
smaller,” said Paul Cho-
das, Manager of  NASA’s 
Center for Near-Earth Ob-
ject Studies (CNEOS) at 

Bengaluru, August 21 
(IANS): Iraqi scientists at 
Al-Qasim Green Univer-
sity claim to have found a 
“universal, rapid and in-
expensive” method for the 
isolation of  DNA (deox-
yribonucleic acid) from the 
blood of  a wide range of  
species for genomic studies.

Currently there is no 
common procedure for 
extracting DNA from the 
blood of  both mammals 
and birds since each species 
has a unique property that 
requires different methods 
to release its own DNA.

The method reported in 
the recent issue of the Jour-
nal of Genetics exploits the 
fact that if  blood is placed 
in water, this rapidly enters 
the red blood cells (RBCs) 
by “osmosis” and causes 
these cells to burst and re-
lease their contents -- that 
includes DNA -- in a proc-
ess called “hemolysis”.

The researchers claim 
the validity of extracting ge-
nomic DNA by this method 

the agency’s Jet Propulsion 
Laboratory in Pasadena, 
California. 

“Florence is the largest 
asteroid to pass by our plan-
et this close since the NASA 
programme to detect and 
track near-Earth asteroids 
began,” Chodas said. 

The 2017 encounter is 

the closest by this asteroid 
since 1890 and the closest it 
will ever be until after 2500. 

Florence will brighten 
to ninth magnitude in late 
August and early Septem-
ber, when it will be visible in 
small telescopes for several 
nights as it moves through 
the constellations Piscis 

Austrinus, Capricornus, 
Aquarius and Delphinus, 
NASA said. 

This relatively close en-
counter provides an oppor-
tunity for scientists to study 
this asteroid up close. 

Asteroid Florence was 
discovered by Schelte “Bob-
by” Bus at Siding Spring 
Observatory in Australia 
in March 1981. Florence 
is expected to be an excel-
lent target for ground-based 
radar observations. 

R a d a r  i m a g i n g  i s 
planned at NASA’s Gold-
stone Solar System Radar 
in California and at the 
National Science Founda-
tion’s Arecibo Observatory 
in Puerto Rico. 

The resulting radar im-
ages will show the real size 
of Florence and also could 
reveal surface details as 
small as about 10 metres.

Seoul, August 21 (IANS): Do 
you tend to panic immediately if  
your phone runs out of battery or 
isnt beside you even for a while? 
Beware, you may develop “nomo-
phobia” that can cause increases 
in heart rate, anxiety, blood pres-
sure, and unpleasant feelings, 
researchers warned.

“Nomophobia” or in other 
words smartphone separation 
anxiety is the feelings of discom-
fort or anxiety caused by the 
non-availability of a mobile device 
enabling habitual virtual commu-
nication.

The findings showed that per-
sonal memories evoked by smart-
phones encourage users to extend 
their identity onto their devices.

“When users perceive smart-
phones as their extended selves, 
they are more likely to get attached 
to the devices, which, in turn, 
leads to nomophobia by heighten-
ing the phone proximity-seeking 
tendency,” said Seunghee Han, 

doctoral student at the Sungky-
unkwan University, Seoul. 

Although smartphones have 
indeed positively influenced vari-
ous aspects of life, the technology 
has also had negative effects such 
as overuse, dependence, and ad-
diction.

As a result separation from 
smartphones is found to cause 
increases in heart rate, anxiety, 
blood pressure, and unpleasant 
feelings, the study published in 
the journal Cyberpsychology, Be-
haviour and Social Networking, 
revealed. For the study, the team 
developed a model that identified 
a link between factors such as per-
sonal memories and user’s greater 
attachment to their smartphones, 
leading to nomophobia and a ten-
dency to phone proximity-seeking 
behaviours.

Nomophobia may serve as 
an indicator of  a social disorder 
or phobia for individuals with a 
strong dependency on commu-

nication through virtual environ-
ments, research suggested.

“Nomophobia, fear of missing 
out (FoMo), and fear of being of-
fline (FoBo) -- all anxieties born of  
our new high-tech lifestyles--may 
be treated similarly to other more 
traditional phobias,” said Brenda 
K. Wiederhold, from Interactive 
Media Institute, California.

“Turning off  technology peri-
odically, can teach individuals to 
reduce anxiety and become com-
fortable with periods of  discon-
nectedness,” Wiederhold added.

Further, as technology be-
comes even more personalised 
and people tend to grow ever more 
reliant upon it smartphone separa-
tion anxiety will become a bigger 
and bigger issue for people in the 
future, the researchers warned.

Thus, “users should be con-
scious not to become overly de-
pendent on smartphones while 
benefiting from the smartness of  
the technology”, Han added.

Tokyo, August 21 (IANS): Japan on Saturday launched 
a rocket and put the third of its new quasi-zenith satellites 
into orbit to help improve the precision of the global posi-
tioning system.

The launch from the Tanegashima Space Centre in 
Kagoshima prefecture came a week later than originally 
scheduled due to a technical problem in the rocket, Xinhua 
news agency reported. 

The H-2A rocket was launched by the Japan Aerospace 
Exploration Agency (JAXA) and Mitsubishi Heavy Indus-
tries Ltd. and carried the Michibiki No.3 which is part of a 
four-satellite constellation.

The satellite went into the planned orbit around 2.57 
p.m. (local time).

Michibiki satellites are used to determine locations of  
objects on earth and the system’s first satellite was sent into 
space seven years ago, and the second was launched earlier 
this year. The fourth one is scheduled for October.

The new satellite system will be officially put into use 
next year and complement a network of US satellites that 
Japan previously used for its GPS needs.

According to informed sources, GPS, which is owned 
by the US, has a margin of error of about 10 meters when 
it comes to global positioning.

When Michibiki and GPS are working in tandem, 
however, that margin is said to be reduced to just a few 
centimetres.

London, August 21 (IANS): 
British scientists have developed 
the worlds smallest surgical ro-
bot which could transform daily 
operations for tens of thousands 
of  patients, the media reported 
on Sunday.

From a converted pig shed in 
the Cambridgeshire countryside, 
a team of  100 scientists and 
engineers have used low-cost 
technology originally developed 
for mobile phones and space 
industry to create the first ro-
botic arm specifically designed 
to carry out keyhole surgery, 
reports the Guardian.

The robot, called Versius, 
mimics the human arm and can 
be used to carry out a wide range 
of  laparoscopic procedures in-
cluding hernia repairs, colorectal 
operations, and prostate and 
ear, nose and throat surgery, in 
which a series of small incisions 
are made to circumvent the need 
for traditional open surgery. 

The robot is controlled by 
a surgeon at a console guided 
by a 3D screen in the operating 
theatre, according to its maker 
Cambridge Medical Robotics.

“Having robots in the operat-
ing theatre is not a new idea,” 
said the company’s chief execu-
tive, Martin Frost. 

“But the problem at the mo-
ment is that they are phenom-
enally expensive, not only do 
they cost $2.5 million each to 
buy but every procedure costs 
an extra $3,800 using the robot... 
and they are very large.”

The Cambridge Medical Ro-
botics said it was already work-
ing with a number of  National 
Health Services-owned and 
private hospitals to introduce 
the robots.

The current global market 
for surgical robots is worth ap-
proximately $4 billion a year but 
this is expected to grow to $20 
billion by 2024.

New York, August 21 
(IANS): Scientists, includ-
ing one of  Indian-origin, 
have predicted that an 
Earth-like planet may be 
lurking in a star system just 
16 light years away.

The team investigated 
the star system Gliese 832 
for additional exoplan-
ets residing between the 
two currently known alien 
worlds in this system. 

Their computations 
revealed that an additional 
Earth-like planet with a 
dynamically stable con-
figuration may be residing 
at a distance ranging from 
0.25 to 2.0 astronomical 
unit (AU) from the star, 
according to a study pub-
lished in The Astrophysi-
cal Journal.

“According to our cal-
culations, this hypothetical 
alien world would prob-
ably have a mass between 1 
to 15 Earth’s masses,” said 

study lead author Suman 
Satyal from University of  
Texas at Arlington in the 
US.

“This is an important 
breakthrough demonstrat-
ing the possible existence 
of  a potential new planet 
orbiting a star close to our 
own,” University of  Texas 
at Arlington Physics Chair 
Alexander Weiss said. 

Gliese 832 is a red 
dwarf  and has just under 
half  the mass and radius of  
our Sun. The star is orbited 
by a giant Jupiter-like exo-
planet designated Gliese 
832b and by a super-Earth 
planet Gliese 832c.

The gas giant with 0.64 
Jupiter masses is orbiting 
the star at a distance of  
3.53 AU, while the oth-
er planet is potentially a 
rocky world, around five 
times more massive than 
the Earth, residing very 
close its host star - about 

0.16 AU.
For this research, the 

team analysed the simu-
lated data with an injected 
Earth-mass planet on this 
nearby planetary system 
hoping to find a stable or-
bital configuration for the 
planet that may be located 
in a vast space between the 
two known planets.

“The existence of  this 
possible planet is support-
ed by long-term orbital 
stability of  the system, 
orbital dynamics and the 
synthetic radial velocity 
signal analysis,” Satyal 
said. 

“At the same time, a 
significantly large number 
of  radial velocity obser-
vations, transit method 
studies, as well as direct 
imaging are still needed 
to confirm the presence of  
possible new planets in the 
Gliese 832 system,” Satyal 
added.

Mirror Cross word 1571
ACROSS
1. Chew
5.  Very Important Person
8.  ____ and Andy, radio show
12.  One one-billionth
13.  Himalayan country
15.  Catholic diocese attached to 

Naples Italy
16.  People of the Kuril Islands
17.  Utilisers
18.  A catch or tear
19.  Someone who wishes to change 

genders
22.  Flying saucers
23.  Coney or hyrax
24.  Chamber
26.  Answer or sum
29.  Accepted practices or 

procedures
31.  Not strict
32.  Biennial garden herbs
34.  _____ Park, Edison’s lab
36.  Snakes
38.  Slumber
40.  English college
41.  Encounters
43.  Antibodies that cause cells to 

rupture
45.  Gorilla
46.  Priests of ancient Celtic peoples
48.  To playfully dishevel
50.  To go within
51.  National Broadcasting 

Corporation
52.  First of a suit
54.  Combines different elements to 

create something new
61.  Single
63.  Satchmo _____ Armstrong
64.  CART and F1 chassis 

manufacturer
65.  2.54 centimeters
66.  Consumer of food
67.  Not found
68.  Deign or suppose
69.  Donkey
70.  “Oh my!” 
DOWN
1.  Small fly
2.  Depilatory cream

3.  ____ Paquin, actress
4.  Injuries done be deep cuts
5.  Clamp
6.  Wild goats
7.  South American country
8.  Answer (abbrev.)
9.  Stupendous
10.  Former king of Norway
11.  Starch used in puddings
13.  Fights or skirmishes
14.  Emperors of Russia 20. 

Apostle Paul’s original name
21.  Rich soil of clay and sand

25.  S-shaped curve in molding
26.  Levelled or destroyed
27.  Practical acquaintance
28.  Says
29.  Utilize (archaic)
30.  Incline
31.  Rapid escape by criminals
33.  Unlocking tool
35.  Not two
37.  Render senseless
39.  Initiator
42.  Sets on a chair 
44.  Small lumps

47.  Sherlock Holmes creator, 
Conan _____

49.  Old World bulbous herbs
52.  Amongst
53.  Pyramidal shape with a 

round base
55.  US weather bureau
56.  Clucks disapprovingly
57.  Hurries (archaic)
58.  Series of computer games
59.  Born Free lioness
60.  Saturdays (abbrev.)
61.  Unit of electrical resistance

suD0ku 1411
Every Sudoku has a unique solution that can be 
reached logically. Enter numbers into the blank 
spaces so that each row, column and 3x3 box 
contains the numbers 1 to 9.

solutions to sud0ku 1410

solutions to Crossword 1570

was confirmed by several molecular bio-
logical experiments. It was found that it pro-
vides an efficient and versatile alternative 
for extracting bulk amounts of DNA from 
the blood of a variety of species, including 
humans. The report says this novel method 
was used by the researchers to successfully 
extract DNA from blood samples collected 
from 135 human volunteers, 60 cows, 178 
sheep, six goats and 81 hens.

Half  a teaspoon of blood, diluted with 
two teaspoons of  distilled water and cen-
trifuged for just four minutes could yield 
enough DNA to perform several molecular 
biological experiments, the researchers 
report.

“This is the first manuscript that de-
scribes the use of  distilled water as the 
eliminator of RBCs,” the researchers claim. 
“It is a reliable and easy to use method for 

the extraction of large quan-
tity of DNA from blood of  
both mammals and birds 
for several molecular experi-
ments.”

They also claim their 
method has proven its su-
periority to many com-
mercially available DNA 
extraction kits that “either 
require large amounts of  
blood samples, are relatively 
expensive or time-consum-
ing,” they report. However, 
DNA experts in India have 
reservations about the va-
lidity and novelty of  this 
method and the purity of  
the DNA extracted.

“One may like this 
method to be reproduced 
in other labs before accept-
ing its use,” Jayaram Gow-
rishankar, former director 
of  Hyderabad’s Centre for 
DNA Fingerprinting and 
Analysis, told this reporter.

“Besides, it is not clear 
how useful this method will 
be since existing methods 
are already very simple and 
easy to perform,” he added.



Ronaldo gives the referee a push after his red card.Ronaldo gives the referee a push after his red card.

Anthony Joshua says boxers struggle to adapt to mixed martial arts 
because they "cannot handle the submissions".

Garbine Muguruza of Spain celebrates her win at the WTA Cincinnati Open.
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KOHIMA FOOTBALL LEAGUE 

United 16 dismantle league 
leaders Khriekesa FC 5-0

First Federation Cup 
Super-8 2017 underway

Muguruza destroys Halep, Dimitrov 
downs Kyrgios in Cincinnati finals

CEM hold meeting with KASA officials for various sports events

5 AR organise friendly volleyball match Australia winner of 
2017 FIBA Asia Cup

Pacquiao v Horn rematch 
confirmed for Brisbane

Joshua open to MMA crossover fight

Officials of MDT20F with teams, Zungamedem and Hit and Run before the first match at the ongoing 
First Federation Cup Super-8, 2017 at Imkongmeren Sports Complex, Mokokchung on Monday.

EM Images

Players of United 16 FC and Khriekesa FC (red) in action at the Kohima local ground on Monday.
EM Images

Ohio, August 21 (IANS): 
Spanish tennis star Garbiñe 
Muguruza, the fourth seed, 
blasted past Romania's Si-
mona Halep in the final at 
the Premier 5 tennis tour-
ney in Cincinnati, wiping 
her rival from the court 
with back-to-back 6-1, 6-0 
set wins.

Muguruza needed only 
56 minutes to grab her sec-
ond title so far this year, 
after coming out on top in 
Wimbledon, reports Efe. 

This was also the first 
Premier 5 that she has won 
as a professional, taking 
home $522,450 in cash 
and 900 points in the WTA 
classification, where she 
is scrambling to become 
the world's No. 1 ranked 
woman.

The champion of  Ro-
land Garros in 2016 and 
Wimbledon earlier this 
year put on a perfect tennis 
clinic on Sunday afternoon 
to take the lead in the rank-
ings for the first time this 
year in the march to the 
WTA finals in Singapore.

This is the 23-year-old 
Spaniard's third victory 
against Halep in their four 
confrontations as pros, and 

with the win she prevented 
the Romanian from becom-
ing the new world No. 1 
female.

The Czech Republic's 
Carolina Pliskova, whom 

Muguruza also beat 6-3, 
6-2 in the semifinals round 
of  Premier 5, retains the 
No. 1 slot.

Muguruza dominated 
the match against Halep 

at all times, never allowing 
her rival to develop her best 
shots, powerful blasts from 
the right deep into enemy 
territory.

Meanwhile, in men's 

action at Cincinnati on 
Sunday, Bulgaria's seventh-
seeded Grigor Dimitrov 
downed Australia's Nick 
Kyrgios 6-3, 7-5 for the title.

It took the 26-year-old 
Dimitrov an hour and 25 
minutes to win his first 
Masters 1,000 title, taking 
home $954,225 in cash and 
1,000 points in the ATP 
classification, where he 
broke into the top 10 for 
the first time so far this year.

Meanwhile, Kyrgios, 
22, who was also playing 
in his first Masters 1,000 
final, received a check for 
$467,880 along with 600 
points in the world classifi-
cation, putting him among 
the top 20.

Kyrgios, who bounced 
top-seeded Rafael Nad-
al out of  the tournament 
with a 6-2, 7-5 victory in 
their Friday night quar-
terfinal showdown, in the 
final could not rely on his 
decisive serve for the win, 
although he did fire 15 
aces to Dimitrov's 6, but 
had 4 double faults to the 
Bulgarian's 5. Dimitrov, 
meanwhile, broke the Aus-
tralian's service twice, once 
in each set.

Our correspondent
Mokokchung, August 
21(EMN): The First Fed-
eration Cup Super-8 2017 
organised by Mokokchung 
District T20 Cricket Fed-
eration (MDT20F) got un-
derway today at Imkong-
meren Sports Complex, 
Mokokchung on Monday.

The tourney is a first 
of  its kind in Mokokc-
hung where matches will 
be played Day and Night. 
The organiser has arrange-
ment light towers for the 
evening matches where 12 
teams are participating in 

the tourney.
In the first match, Hit 

and Run team defeated 
Zungamedem by 4 wick-
ets. They chased the re-
quired target of  76 runs 
in 7.2 overs. Vicent also 
registered their first win 
against Grey Hound by 
6 wickets. They thrashed 
Grey Hound by chasing 
the target of  65/3 in 2.5 
overs.

United Brother also 
defeated Youngsters by 91 
runs.  Electing to bat first, 
United Brother scored a 
total of  131/2 and total-

ly squashed Youngster’s 
wickets in the second in-
ning. Youngsters collected 
could score only 41 runs 
losing 9 wickets.

Titans also defeated 
their bitter rival Trebuchet 
in the fourth match. Titans 
chased the target 33/1 in 
the 4.2 overs. In the fifth 
match Hit and Runs lost 
to Red Skin. Hit and Runs 
scored a total of  80/5 from 
allotted 8 overs, however, 
Red's impressive batsmen 
chased down the target in 
7.1 overs for the loss of  
two wickets.

Brisbane, August 21 (Re-
uters): Filipino boxer Man-
ny Pacquiao's rematch with 
Australian Jeff  Horn has 
been confirmed for Bris-
bane later this year, the city's 
mayor said on Monday.

Brisbane Lord Mayor 
Graham Quirk had earlier 
threatened to pull funding 
without confirmation from 
the Pacquiao camp but said 
he had been reassured at 
a meeting with promoters 
on Monday. "I have had a 
meeting earlier today which 
has confirmed that Manny 
Pacquiao will definitely be 
in Brisbane this year for a 
rematch with Jeff  Horn," 
Quirk told local media.

The fight is expected to 
be held in November at the 
same Lang Park stadium 

where a packed crowd of  
50,000 saw former school-
teacher Horn upset Pac-
quiao for the WBO welter-
weight belt in an unanimous 
12-round decision last 
month.

Quirk said Brisbane 
Marketing, the city coun-
cil's major events subsidiary, 
would be re-engaged for 
negotiations with promoters 
Top Rank and Duco Events.

"It was a matter of  
Manny Pacquiao deciding 
whether he wanted to take 
up that clause in the con-
tract to give a rematch in 
the event that he lost," Quirk 
added. Horn's surprise win 
over 38-year-old Pacquiao 
caused controversy, with 
many observers outraged by 
the decision.

London, August 21 (AFP): 
World heavyweight boxing 
champion Anthony Joshua 
has revealed he would be 
willing to take on a mixed 
martial arts fighter at some 
point in the future.

The relative merits of  
the two sports are up for 
debate as Ultimate Fighting 
Championship superstar 
Conor McGregor prepares 
to make his boxing debut 
against Floyd Mayweather 
in Las Vegas on Saturday.

McGregor's total lack 
of  boxing experience has 
proved a bone of contention 
for many in the build-up to 
the fight, but Joshua said he 
would enjoy taking on an 
MMA fighter, albeit with 
conditions.

"I like fighting. I'd do 
whatever," the IBF and 
WBA heavyweight cham-
pion told Britain's Press 
Association in comments 
published on Monday.

"I'd probably get beaten. 
The only thing that they 
can't do is submissions, but 
they can kick, elbow, bite 
-- whatever they want. Just 
no submissions.

"I can't beat a guy (via 
submission). That takes a 
lot of time to learn the skills 

Our Correspondent
Ko h i m a ,  Au g u s t  2 1 
(EMN): Longkhoi scored 
a hat-trick as United 16 
humiliated league leaders 
Khriekesa FC 5-0 at the 
Kohima local ground on 
Monday.

Khriekesa FC suffered 
a shocking defeat in the 
hands of 6th placed United 
16 FC to make sure the title 
race is still alive with just 
two rounds remaining in 
the league.  

Playing at the ongoing 
Kohima Football League 
Captain Jonathan Koso 
opened the account for 
United 16 in the 5th minute 
for United 16. Khriekesa 
FC never recovered from 
the goal deficit as United 
16 FC fired four goals in the 
second half  with Wanghe 
scoring a brace and Longk-
hoi completing his hat-trick 
in 33rd minute to complete 
the riot. 

Wanghe scored the 
goals in the 47th and 61st 
min while Longkhoi scored 
in the 57th, 85th and 92nd 
min to become the sec-
ond hat-trick scorer of  the 
league. 

The best chance for 
Khriekesa FC came in the 

second half  when Ruokuo-
volie hit the woodwork in 
the second half  but there 
was no comeback as United 
16 sealed the victory. 

Sloppy defense from 
Khriekesa FC side helped 
United 16 to score five goals 
in a match.  

Despite the defeat, 
Khriekesa FC remained on 
top with 10 points from 5 
games, United temporarily 
rose up to 2nd place with 8 
points.  However, Khrieke-
sa FC will remain on top 
of  the league with a point 
ahead in the 5th round even 
if  the other top three-team 
i.e. Ziekezou SC, Nagaba-
zar FC and Addax  FC 
(6 points each) wins their 
matches on Tuesday. 

T h r e e  p l a y e r s  o f  
Khriekesa FC Kekhrien-
gulie Usou, Kekhriese 
Ciesotsu, Keviriituo Usou 
were cautioned with yellow 
cards.
Forerunners' FC register 
first win 

Forerunners' FC made a 
late comeback in the second 
half  to register their first 
win by defeating Power 
Comm 2-1 in the second 
match of  the ongoing Ko-
hima Football League. 

Power Comm took the 
lead through Nyithong 
Magh in the 44th minute 
but in the second half, Cap-
tain Seyiekhrietuo scored 
the equaliser in the 54th 
minute for Forerunners’ 
and Avilie added the second 
goal in the last minute to se-
cure three important points 
for Forerunners’. 

With two draws, two 
losses and a win, Forerun-
ners' FC moved above Pow-
er Comm and temporarily 
sits in the 5th place with 6 
points from 5 games, on the 
other hand, Power Comm 
slipped to the bottom of  
the league with 4 points 
(three losses, one draw, and 
a win).

Kekhrie of Forerunners' 
FC and Velukho Rakho, 
Senpenlo Kath of  Power 
Comm were cautioned with 
a yellow card each during 
the match. 

Engineer Keviletuo 
Yiese, President, Kohima 
Village Gazetted Officers' 
Krotho was the match pa-
tron of the day. 

Fixture for Tuesday
New Market FC vs Addax 

FC at 1:00 pm 
Ziekezou SC vs Nagaba-
zar FC at 3:00 pm

Dimapur,  August  21 
(EMN): Karbi Anglong 
Autonomous  counc i l  
(KAAC) Chief  Execu-
tive Member (CEM) and 
pres ident ,  Karb i  An-
glong Sports Association 
(KASA) Tuliram Rong-
hang held a meeting with 
KASA members at CEM 
bungalow on August 20 
and chalked out various 
sports events to be con-
ducted by KASA. As per 
schedule made during 
the meeting the Larsika 
Englengpi Memorial All 

Karbi Anglong Women 
Football Championship 
will be held at Dhansiri 
playground and will be 
hosted by Dhansiri Sports 
Association.

Again, the All Karbi 
Anglong Men Inter-Sub 
Association Football tour-
nament will be held at 
Tumpreng in West Karbi 
Anglong district by Tum-
preng Sports Association.

And, the Karbi An-
glong Inter-Club Football 
Championship will be held 
at Langpi in West Karbi 

Anglong. 
Besides the two events 

the All Karbi Anglong In-
ter-Sub Association Crick-
et tournament and the 
All Karbi Anglong Ath-
letic Meet will be held at 
Diphu which to be hosted 
by Greater Diphu Sports 
Association (GDSA).

It also discussed that 
all KASA referees must 
bring Sub-Association 
clearance to appear in the 
annual fitness test. All the 
non active Sub-Associa-
tions under KASA will 

be scanned and from now 
atleast two sports events 
are made mandatory for 
participation in KASA 
calendar events. Those 
Sub-Associations without 
showing any activities and 
for them funding and other 
assistance will be stopped 
from KASA and District 
Sports Office. The KASA 
has also taken decision to 
conduct sports workshop 
in promoting sports activi-
ties in the district.

The All Karbi Anglong 
Volleyball Championship 

will be held at Langpi in 
West Karbi Anglong dis-
trict.  All the sports and 
games events chalked out 
will be held during the 
month of  September.

From this year, awards 
like best sports person of  
the year, best Sub-Asso-
ciations under KASA, 
best team and individual 
awards will be given by 
KASA with a view to de-
velop sports in the district. 
KASA general secretary 
Pankaj Teron and sectional 
secretaries were present.

Dimapur, August 21 (EMN): 5 Assam Rifles under the aegis of  Headquarters IGAR 
(North) with the motto on ‘Drug Free Nagaland’ organised a friendly football match for 
the locals of  Chare Village on August 19, 2017. 

The match was organised to extend an opportunity to the locals to showcase their 
talent in sports and provide motivation to talented players. The match was played be-
tween team of  Government High School, Akuluto Town and troops of  5 Assam Rifles. 

Beirut, August 21 (IANS): 
Australia was crowned the 
FIBA Asia Cup 2017 bas-
ketball champions follow-
ing a 79-56 victory over 
Iran in the final, while 
South Korea clinched the 
third place with a win over 
New Zealand 80-71.

Australia started the 
game as they meant to go 
on, jumping out to a 12-2 
lead and convincingly con-
trolling the contest the rest 
of  the way on Sunday, re-
ports Xinhua news agency. 

Brad Newley had his 
best game of  the tourna-
ment to lead Australia, 
finishing with 18 points, 
Daniel Kickert had 14, 
whilst Mitch Creek had an-
other game in double digits 
with 12 points.

Hamed Haddadi had 18 
points to lead Iran, and was 
joined by Behnam Yakhch-
ali as the only other player 
in double figures with 10.

Australia kept pressure 
up in second quarter, pull-
ing away in the lead up 
to halftime with an 11-1 
run as they got fast break 
opportunities from Iran's 

turnovers and saw success 
pulling Haddadi away from 
the basket.

Australia had a com-
manding 43-26 lead at the 
break, behind 8 points from 
Newley.

It took two and a half  
minutes for the lead to bal-
loon to 20 in the third pe-
riod from which point it 
was relatively plain sailing.

A final surge from Iran 
saw them get the deficit 
down to 11 in the final 
minutes of  the third, but it 
was as close as they would 
get with Australia dominat-
ing the start of  the fourth to 
seal their fate.

In the game for third 
place that was played ear-
lier, South Korea's Ung 
Heo had 20 points; Sekeun 
Oh had 14 points and 8 
rebounds, whilst Junyong 
Choi had his best perfor-
mance of  the tournament 
with 14 points, 7 rebounds 
and 7 assists.

New Zealand had 22 
points and a couple of  
thunderous dunks from 
Finn Delaney, with Reuben 
Te Rangi adding 18.

and submissions, which I 
don't have the time for.

"But when it comes to 
pure aggression and fighting 
rules, I can definitely fight, 
so I don't mind that.

"It wouldn't be a prob-
lem. If  you look at most 
boxers who've crossed over 
to MMA, they get beaten 
on the ground.

"James Toney, Roy 
Jones, they were phenom-
enal boxers, but they just 

couldn't compete in the cage 
because of the 'ground and 
pound' game."

Joshua, who will not 
be ringside on Saturday, 
believes Mayweather will 
"probably" win by a "land-
slide". Joshua, 27, is await-
ing confirmation of his next 
title defence against Bulgar-
ian Kubrat Pulev, which is 
expected to take place either 
in Las Vegas in November 
or in Cardiff  in October.


