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WEATHER
temperature

min.Max. Max.min.
aizawl 29° 21°

agartala 34° 25°

gangtok 27° 17°

guwahati 34° 26°

imphal 30° 21°

itanagar 30° 23°

shillong 24° 19°

delhi 34° 27°

Kolkata 34° 26°

chennai 34° 26°

 max:  min:
KOHIma 26° 19°
dImapur 31° 26°
 rF:  rH:
KOHIma 17mm 94%
dImapur 2mm 95%
* Rainfall (RF) * Relative humidity (RH)
Temperature in State Capitals

I have evolved a lot in terms of 
fashion: malaika arora  |  p10
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Nagas of Arunachal not 
averse to ‘separate solution’  

Man arrested for attempt 
to 'kidnap and rape'

Cabinet approves Rs 60 lakh for ULB victims’ memorial Banks stare at union 
strike on Tuesday, 
services may be hit

Can't be lenient in cases 
of sex rules violation: HC

Manipur suspends two  
cop-turned-moonshiners 

NPF spat continues as Rio’s group plays ‘legal and moral’ card 

Beat the heat 

Let's make sure our colony 
does not win cleanest colony 
any time soon... This will be 
out own form of protest for 

neglecting us. 

Mirror Takes

talks on merger moves a step 
forward, says panneerselvam | p8

If you aren't fired with 
enthusiasm, you will be 
fired with enthusiasm.

Vince Lombardi

Dimapur, August 20 (EMN): In 
what could yet prove to the clearest 
indication toward which the Indo-
Naga talks – in the backdrop of the 
framework agreement signed a year 
ago – is headed, the Naga community 
from the state of Arunachal Pradesh 
has announced that they are not op-
posed to a ‘separate solution’ for the 
three Naga-populated  districts of  
Arunachal Pradesh.

 A press statement on Sunday from 
the Tirap, Changlang and Longding 
People’s Forum, stated: “The Nagas 
of Tirap-Changlang and Longding are 
not against integration of all the Naga 
areas but, we will also not oppose if  
a separate solution for Tirap-Chang-
lang and Longding is granted. Tirap-
Changlang and Longding, which is a 
home to Tangsa Naga, Tutsa Naga, 
Nocte Naga, Wancho Naga, Ollo 
Naga or collectively also known as 
Tangshang Naga is one of the most 
neglected Naga areas bordering My-
anmar. 

This statement from the organisa-
tion assumes wider significance when 
seen from the context of the presence 
of its leaders at the recent celebration 
of Naga Independence Day organised 
by the NSCN (IM).    

“Tirap-Changlang and Longding, 
because of its remoteness and inac-
cessibility compounded with poor and 
unequal distribution of funds, have 
been left neglected for long. The maxi-
mum fund earmarked in TCL under 
department of Tirap-Changlang and 
Longding (DoTCL) till 2016 was only 
Rs 25 crore whereas the exploding 
news article as claimed by NTC and 
published in the local media that, the 
present Nagaland state has withdrawn 
and utilised a whopping amount of Rs 
2335 crore for public distribution and 
infrastructural projects within 1 year 
from April 2016 to March 2017 by 
only 11 departments is astonishingly 
jaw dropping. One can well imagine 
and understand the disparity created 
among the Naga family in the last 
more than 5 decades after we were 
placed under different states”. 

Interestingly, the statement 
also drew comparison between the 
Arunachal Naga communities’ ac-
ceptance of an exclusive arrangement 
with that of the Eastern Nagaland 
People Organisations’ demand for a 
‘frontier Nagaland’. 

“Yet the economic and political 
situation of Nagas of erstwhile Tuen-
sang Hill district now Tuensang, Mon, 

Kiphire and Longleng which became 
a part of Nagaland from NEFA leav-
ing Tirap Frontier Tract now Tirap, 
Changlang and Longding behind, 
does not seems to be quite impressive. 
Their demand for a ‘Frontier Naga-
land’ must be the result of lesser atten-
tion being given to them in the present 
Nagaland state. 

“In addition to that, some Naga 
political groups and civil societies 
had also categorically, and repeat-
edly appealed, for a ‘best acceptable 
and honourable political solution’ for 
the ‘people of Nagaland or mainland 
Nagaland’ to the GOI at various lev-
el. They have clearly expressed their 
desire for an exclusive solution for 
themselves; indicating that, they will 
not risk to shoulder our responsibility. 
After sacrificing for years and suffer-
ing beyond tolerance in various forms, 
we also doesn't want that any solution 
to the Indo-Naga issue in TCL area 
should be like, ‘jumping from a frying 
pan to a fire’”, the statement read. 

None of  the Nagaland govern-
ments, since 1963, have attempted 
to ‘reach us’, it stated. “Neither did 
they ever tried (sic) to enquire or do 
an reality check as a Naga brothers 
and sisters”.

Staff Reporter
Dimapur, August 20 
(EMN): A 30-year-old 
man was arrested in Dima-
pur on Sunday in a case re-
lated to alleged attempt to 
kidnap, rape and murder, 
police officials said.
The accused identified as 
Tohuto, a resident of  5th 
Mile Model village Dima-
pur is said to have attempt-
ed to molest a 13-year old 
girl when she was return-
ing home around 7.30 am 
after attending her Sunday 
School class in Chekiye vil-
lage area.

According to police, 
the accused came in a ve-
hicle and on seeing the 
girl returning home alone 
grabbed the girl by her neck 
and covered her mouth. 
Initially struggling to free 
herself, the girl managed 
to raise an alarm and the 
panicked accused fled the 

Dimapur, August 20 
(EMN): Continuing the 
ugly spat between rival 
NPF factions, the group 
in support of  Lok Sabha 
member, Neiphiu Rio stat-
ed that the group headed 
by Dr Shurhozelie Liezitsu 
has “no legal or moral au-
thority to question or over-
rule the majority group 
which has chosen Neiphiu 
Rio as its president”.

This claim was made 
through a press statement 
issued by the ‘NPF Press 
and Information Cell’ on 
Sunday. “A fifteen-day 
timeframe was given to 
Dr Shürhozelie, erstwhile 
NPF president to resign 
from his post since he has 
lost the majority support 
of  the NPF MLAs and the 
party rank and file at all 
levels of  the organization. 
But since he has utterly dis-
regarded the voice of  the 
majority and did not ten-
der his resignation within 
said period, it has now 

become incumbent upon 
Neiphiu Rio to function as 
the full-fledged president 
of  the NPF Party.

“The media and press 
bureau of  Dr Shürho (sic) 
has no legality in propa-
gating the agenda of  the 
minority group since the 
voice of  the majority in 
the legislature and the 
party set up is solidly be-
hind Neiphiu Rio who has 
been popularly chosen to 
lead the NPF party. There-
fore, it is very much legal 
for the NPF to call for a 
CEC meeting on August 
22 since the actions of  the 
minority group within the 
party cannot dictate the 
entire NPF”, the statement 
read. 

Repeating its earlier 
statement, the group stat-
ed that ‘all actions taken 
by the minority NPF un-
der the leadership of  Dr 
Shürhozelie after July 
13th, 2017 has been de-
clared null and void’. “If  

there is any illegality any-
where, it is with the mi-
nority NPF group and its 
‘misinformation and prop-
aganda bureau’ which is 
relentlessly trying to con-
fuse the people with con-
cocted versions and misin-
terpretations of  the laws of  
the country and the consti-
tution of  the NPF’.

NPF Dimapur pledges 
support to Rio
The NPF Dimapur divi-
sion comprising its office 
bearers, and “its frontals” 
(sic) namely the women 
wing, youth wing, minor-
ity wing, farmers’ wing etc 
and the 5 A/C units of  the 
party have declared their 
support to Neiphiu Rio, 
on Saturday.

 This was informed 
through another press re-
lease from the “NPF Press 
and information Cell”, 
issued on Sunday. “The 
joint delegation, also ac-
companied by the women 

wing and minority wing of  
the NPF central, expressed 
their happiness upon (sic) 
Neiphiu Rio being chosen 
to lead the NPF party. 

“Addressing the dele-
gation, the NPF president 
expounded on the present 
crisis in the NPF party 
and gave a detailed back-
ground on how the im-
passe came to its present 
stage. Rio stated that after 
he left the state for Delhi 
as MP Lok Sabha in 2014, 
infighting began and has 
continued since then. He 
explained the sequence of  
events and asked the del-
egation to judge for them-
selves since the numerous 
petitions and appeals filed 
by the minority group 
have all been rejected in 
the courts of  law from the 
Kohima Bench to the Su-
preme Court. He asserted 
that the people are not 
fools and that truth and 
justice always prevails”, 
the statement read.

It also reported the for-
mer chief  minister as ex-
pressing “amusement over 
the fact that the minority 
NPF group went against 
everyone who did not sup-
port their stand, from the 
governor to the Supreme 
Court’. 

“Rio also shared his 
vision for the Nagas and 
envisioned a future where 
there would be all-round 
development and a youth-
empowered society. ‘We 
should be proud to be 
Naga,’ he affirmed and 
said such a dream could 
become a reality only if  
people unite and make sac-
rifices. ‘Only then we will 
see good days,’ he added”, 
it informed. 

Various speakers 
‘ledged their unflinching 
support to Neiphiu Rio 
as president of  NPF and 
vowed to steer the NPF 
party to victory in the 
next general elections’, the 
statement claimed further.  

~ Arien

The accused person.
Source: Internet

A little girl seeks to cool herself from the scorching Dimapur sun by splashing about the Dhansiri River.
EM Images/ ICaisii Mao
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scene. 
Earlier prior to the inci-

dent, when the girl was at 
Sunday School compound, 
the accused had called out 
the girl on the pretext of  
some of  her friends looking 
for her. She came out only 

Dimapur, August 20 (EMN):  
The state cabinet on Sunday dis-
cussed matters related to urban 
local bodies election and decided 
to sanction an amount of  Rs 60 
lakh for construction of  a “memo-
rial monolith” at Old Secretariat, 
Kohima per request from the Na-
galand Tribes Action Committee 

(NTAC).
This was informed through a 

press release form the chief  minis-
ter’s office on Sunday. “A commit-
tee to review the Nagaland Munic-
ipal Act, 2002 was also constituted 
with Temjen Toy, additional chief  
secretary (Home) as convenor and 
the following 5 officers as mem-

bers: Sentiyanger Imchen, com-
missioner of  Nagaland; M Pat-
ton, commissioner and secretary 
of  Municipal Affairs; Khanrinla, 
secretary of  Justice and Law; Dr 
Toshi Mannen, director of  Munic-
ipal Affairs and the commissioner 
of  Taxes. 

“The committee will consult 

all tribal hohos (sic) and stake-
holders for reviewing the Munici-
pal Act and will submit its report 
within 3 months from the date 
of  notification of  its constitution. 
The cabinet also decided to ask 
the Judicial Inquiry Committee to 
expedite its inquiry and submit the 
report at the earliest”, it informed. 

New Delhi, August 20 (PTI): Services at public 
sector banks may take a hit on Tuesday as all un-
ions under the aegis of  UFBU have threatened to 
go on strike against the government's proposed 
consolidation move besides raising a host of  other 
demands.

Most banks have already informed their cus-
tomers that functioning of  branches and offices 
will be impacted if  the strike takes off.

Operations at private lenders like ICICI Bank, 
HDFC Bank, Axis Bank and Kotak Mahindra 
Bank are expected to be normal except delay in 
cheque clearances.

The United Forum of  Bank Unions (UFBU) 
is an umbrella body of  nine unions, including All 
India Bank Officers' Confederation (AIBOC), All 
India Bank Employees Association (AIBEA) and 
National Organisation of  Bank Workers (NOBW).

"As the conciliation meeting before the Chief  
Labour Commissioner failed, unions are left with 
no other option but to go on strike. There was no 
assurance from the government and the manage-
ment of  banks," AIBOC General Secretary D T 
Franco said.

All attempts to hammer out solutions to the 
demands raised by the unions bore no fruit and 
hence, UFBU decided to proceed with the pro-
posed strike on August 22, he said.

Other demands include no write-off  policy for 
non- performing assets (NPAs) of  corporate loans, 
declaring wilful default of  loans as criminal of-
fence and implementation of  recommendations of  
Parliamentary Committee on recovery of  NPAs, 
AIBEA General Secretary C H Venkatchalam 
said.

He also suggested that banks should not pass 
on the burden of  corporate NPAs on bank custom-
ers by hiking charges. Venkatchalam said the gov-
ernment should abolish the Banks Board Bureau 
and ensure stringent measures to recover bad loans 
and accountability of  top executives.

UFBU, which claims membership of  nearly 
10 lakh across banks, also requested the govern-
ment for cost reimbursement of  demonetisation to 
banks. As many as 21 public sector banks control 
75 per cent of  the total business.

Mumbai, August 20 (PTI): The Bom-
bay High Court has voiced concern over 
the declining sex ratio and said a lenient 
approach cannot be taken while decid-
ing matters pertaining to violation of  
sex determination laws.

Justice T V Nalawade recently re-
jected an anticipatory bail application 
filed by a doctor, who was allegedly in-
volved in a sex determination racket.

The doctor was running a hospital 
in Pandharpur, a town in Solapur dis-
trict located on the border of  Maharash-
tra and Karnataka, where he allegedly 
conducted sex determination tests and 
illegally aborted a foetus.

The sex determination racket was 
exposed after the police raided his hos-
pital and found a woman lying uncon-
scious on the bed and the doctor along 
with his associates was seen around the 
bed by the raiding officials.

The police also recovered sex de-
termination equipment from the room. 
However, the doctor escaped from the 
spot and then approached the HC seek-
ing pre-arrest relief.

"In Maharashtra, the ratio of  fe-
male child has come down to 800. The 
state is ensuring a strict compliance to 
the Pre-conception and Pre-natal Diag-
nostic Techniques (Prohibition of  Sex 
Selection) Act. Even doctors have been 
jailed," Justice Nalawade said.

"It is clear that due to this circum-
stance, now persons are going outside 
Maharashtra and the present incident is 
one of  such incidents. It can be said that 
the persons,like the present applicant, 
who are doing business on (the state's) 
boundary are misusing the circumstanc-
es and they aremaking money," he said.

"Considering the object behind the 
enactments (of  law) regarding abortion 
and sex determination, this court holds 
that lenient view cannot be taken and 
discretion cannot be used in favour of  
such person," the high court said.

In the present case, the abortion was 
caused only due to sex detection and 
many a times, in such cases, there is a 
danger to the life of  the mother also, the 
HC observed.

Our Correspondent
Imphal, August 20 (EMN): 
Manipur police department 
suspended two of  its person-
nel including a head constable 
of  commandos and a havildar 
of  the 5th Indian Reserve Bat-
talion, for their involvement in 
ferrying large quantity of  local 
made liquor.

Respective suspension or-
ders were issued by the superin-
tendent of  Police, Imphal West 
district and commandant of  5th 
IRB havildar on the ground of  
their misconduct, sources said.

According to reports, the 
suspended personnel were trav-
elling on a police gypsy labelled 
as CDO IW-2 (bearing registra-
tion no. MN01X/1245) when 
it collided with a civilian car 
(wagon R) at Khonghampat 
around 15 km north of  here 
along the Imphal-Dimapur 
road around 10 am on Satur-
day. 

Reports said that three per-
sons including two policemen 
and a civilian (occupant of  the 
car) sustained injuries. During 
the course of  mishap, a large 
quantity of  local made liquor 
from the back of  the police ve-

hicle tumbled out. The news 
about the accident and the sub-
sequent recovery of  liquor from 
police vehicle also went viral in 
social networking platforms.

Meanwhile, close on the 
heels of  seizing 140 gold bars 
(weighing around 23.230 kilo-
gram) worth Rs 6.969 crore 
from a gold smuggler, person-
nel of  12 Assam Rifles appre-
hended a drug peddler along 
with 60 grams of  contraband 
Heroin number 4 and 11900 
WY tablets worth Rs 89.50 
lakh during a checking at the 
vehicle check post located at 
Khudengthabi in Manipur’s 
Tengnoupal district on Satur-
day, PRO Assam Rifles (South) 
said in a release on Sunday.

The incident took place 
when the troops stopped and 
checked a Maruti Van moving 
from Moreh to Imphal around 
2.35pm on Saturday. The re-
covered drug, along with ap-
prehended person, was handed 
over to the authorities at Moreh 
town. On Thursday the same 
troops also seized 140 gold 
bars (weighing around 23.230 
kilogram) worth Rs 6.969 crore 
from a gold smuggler.

to find none of  her friends 
and went back inside, the 
PRO said. 

The accused accompa-
nied by his friend returned 
to the same spot on a mo-
torbike in search of  his 
phone which he probably 
must have dropped, said the 
PRO. By the time, the vil-
lage community who had 
been alerted had gathered 
and the girl could identify 
the accused. He was ap-
prehended and brought 
to the village council hall. 
After an interrogation by 
the village council, the ac-
cused was handed over to 
the police.

An FIR for attempt to 
molest, kidnap, rape and 
murder has been filed by 
the girl’s family against the 
accused and he is under the 
police custody while the 
case is under investigation, 
informed police. 



Students enlightened 
on IPC and traffic rules 

NMHP organises 
social work

AR wins inter- CPMFs debate competition 

Razeba range teachers’ conference

BCTE conducts orientation programme 

UJALA scheme launched in Tuensang 

Mount Mary College  students 
debate on the essence of Adhaar

AR continues with civic action programmes across State
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Resource persons from the Police department along with the students after the seminar at Pilgrim Higher Secondary School on August 19.

IMPORTANT NUMBERS
Women Helpline: 181

DimApUR (STD CoDe: 03862)

Bethesda Ambulance Service                 9615053217, 9615520007

CIHSR 242555, 242533

Police Control Room 7085055050

Dimapur District Hospital 232224

Diphupar PS 7085055032

East PS 7085055030

Faith Hospital 248912, 9436004220

Fire Station (Chumu) 282777

Fire Station (Dimapur) 7085378850, 232201

GRPS 7085055031

Medziphema PS 7085055033

MH (Metro) Hospital 227930/231081

Mobile Unit Commander 7085055046

Nikos Hospital 248285, 232032

Niuland PS 7085088035

Sub-Urban PS 7085055036

Traffic Control -1 7085088038

Traffic Control -2 7085088039

West PS 7085055034

Women Cell 7085055037

Zion Hospital 231864, 224117, 227337

KoHimA (STD Code: 0370)

Bethel Nursing Home 2224202

Chiephobozou PS
Officer-in-Charge

8575045506
8575045516

Childline Kohima 1098

Chiephobozou PS
Officer-in-Charge

8575045506
8575045516

Fire Stations 2222952

IRCS Ambulance Service 2244350

Kezocha PS
Officer-in-Charge

8575045549
8575045538

Khuzama PS
Officer-in-Charge

8575045505
8575045515

NHAK 2222916

North PS
Officer-in-Charge

2222222, 8575045501
8575045510

Oking Hospital 2290080, 2290146

Police Control Room 100/2244279, 8575045500

South PS
Officer-in-Charge

2222111, 8575045502
8575045520

Tseminyu PS
Officer-in-Charge

8575045507
8575045517

Zubza PS
Officer-in-Charge

8575045508
8575045518

moKoKCHUnG (STD Code: 0369)
Chopper Service 8974151974/ 9615776811

Christian Hospital, Impur 2262214

Dr. Imkongliba Hospital 2226216/2226394

Faith Hospital Ambulance 9436004220, 9856051827

Fire Station 2226225

Hope Ambulance Service 8415827895/9856277674

Hotel Metsuben 8014587442/ 2226373

IRCS Ambulance Service 09402993002

Lifeline Ambulance 9436439707/ 9862447893

Mokokchung PS 1 2226241

Power House 2226221/2226293

Sewak Gate PS 2 2226213

Traffic Control 9485232691

Tuli Police Station 9485232693

Women Cell 9485232692

Woodland Nursing Home 2226263

WeAtHeR foRecASt in otHeR DiStRictS 
Max Min DP RH Rf

WoKHA 25.2 18.8 22.6 89 21.6

ZBt 24.6 18.3 21 93 NIL

Mon 32 22.4 21.9 90 31

tuenSAnG 24 20 19.4 89 NIL

MKG 27.4 21.4 20.2 71 NIL

PHeK 27 19.4 20.6 90 NIL

KiPHiRe 32 21 21.8 97 NIL

SecHÜ ZuBZA 27 19.5 22.8 86 4

LonGLenG - - - - -

tSeMinYu 25.2 20.6 23.2 92 10.8

JALuKie - - - - -

MAnGKoLeMBA 31.8 23.8 25.1 89 NIL

*Dew Point (DP) *Relative Humidity (RH) * Rainfall (RF)

Source: Department of Soil & Water conservation, nagaland 

Dimapur,  August  20 
(EMN): A seminar on basic 
laws of Indian Panel Code 
(IPC) and Traffic Rules was 
organised for the students of  
Classes IX to XI at Pilgrim 
Higher Secondary School, 
Dimapur, on August 19.

The resource persons 
were led by Assistant Com-

missioner of Police ‘A’ Divi-
sion East Police Station, 
Kaino H Sema. Sub-Inspec-
tor Chopika Sema highlight-
ed on the common laws of  
IPC, penalties for domestic 
violence, child labour, cyber 
crime, sexual harassment, 
rape, etc.

The second session was 

presided by Sub-Inspector 
Bokato of Traffic Police De-
partment, Zone 1 Dimapur, 
wherein he highlighted the 
students with various rules 
associated with traffic and 
road safety.

ACP Kaino H Sema 
concluded the session by 
throwing light on various 

branches of  Police depart-
ment enriching the pupil’s 
knowledge, how to lodge 
an FIR, penalties for juve-
nile and cyber crime. He 
quoted the lines ‘with power 
comes great responsibility,’ 
to advise the pupils to be 
responsible citizens for better 
civilised society.

Dimapur, August 20 (EMN): 
New Ministers’ Hill Panchayat 
(NMHP) conducted social works 
on August 12 and 19 to fill up the 
pot- holes within the colony roads. 

In this regard, the Panchay-
at chairman, Neibo-o Kire and 
the secretary Lima Imsong have 
thanked all the colony residents 
for their participation during the 
social work. The Panchayat also 
thanked the Executive Engineer, 
Kohima South Division, for pro-
viding materials for filling up the 
pot holes, Executive Engineer 
(Mechanical), for allowing them 
use the road roller free of cost. It 
further thanked Pangnyu Phom, 
Advisor of   DUDA & NEPED, 
for the financial support during the 
social works.

Dimapur,  August  20 
(EMN): Assam Rifles won 
the annual Northeast zone 
inter- Central Para-Military 
Forces (CPMFs) debate 
competitions in both Hindi 
and English categories or-
ganised by the Assam Rifle 
Training Centre and School 
(ARTC&S), Dimapur, held 
on August 18.

The topic of the debate 
“Security forces observ-
ing human rights are better 
equipped to meet challenges 
to national security” was 
chosen by the National Hu-
man Rights Commission 
(NHRC) with a view to 
sensitise the security forces 
about human rights and 
related issues while dealing 

with the public.
In a tight contest of  

seven teams comprising the 
Assam Rifles, BSF, CRPF, 
CISF, SSB, RPF and the 
ITBP representing CPMFs 
based in the Northeast Re-
gion, Assam Rifles secured 
first position in the Hindi 
category, while the BSF and 
SSB secured second and 
third positions respectively. 
In the English category, As-
sam Rifles secured first posi-
tion, while the CISF and 
BSF secured second and 
third position respectively.

Brigadier Gurjap Singh, 
DIG of  ARTC & School, 
was the chief  guest of  the 
event. Eminent personali-
ties such as Prof. Bharat 

Singh Pamar, Regional Di-
rector of  Central Institute 
of Hindi; Mrs Suparna Roy 
Choudhury, Principal of  
Hollotoli School, Dimapur; 
and Bhaskar Kumar Nanda, 
Principal of  Delhi Public 
School, Dimapur, were 
present as the jury members 
of the event. The masters of  
the ceremony were Hav/
AEC Harendra Kumar and 
Hav/AEC Sandeep Singh 
PS.

Each force was repre-
sented by four speakers, who 
debated ‘For’ and ‘Against’ 
the motion in Hindi and 
English respectively. 

The chief guest present-
ed memento to the judges 
and gave away prizes to the 

winners. The chief  guest 
also enlightened the audi-
ence regarding the essential 
provisions of the law affect-
ing human rights and their 
effective use. He emphasised 
that people in uniform must 
constantly strive to adhere 
to the law of  the land and 
operate within the directives 
of the government. 

He appreciated the ef-
forts put in by the partici-
pants and made a special 
reference to the efficient 
conduct of  the event by 
the organisers. He further 
informed that the semi fi-
nal/final round of  debate 
competition will be held in 
New Delhi in the month of  
August-September 2017. 

Kohima, August 20 (EMN): 
A one-day Razeba range 
teachers’ conference under 
the aegis of  SCERT Naga-
land in collaboration with Vil-
lage Education Committee, 
Razeba, has been scheduled 
on September 9 at St. John 
School, Razeba, in Phek dis-
trict on the theme “Social 
transformation through edu-
cation.”

Deo Nukhu, Advisor of  
Higher Education & NBHM, 
will grace the conference as 
the guest of  honour. Dr. Za-
vise Rume, associate profes-
sor SCERT Nagaland and 
the president of  Nagaland 
Education Association, and 
Thebi Joseph Shupao, as-
sistant professor, SIEMAT, 
SCERT Nagaland, will be the 
resource persons. 

The resource persons will 
speak on “Innovative teaching 
and joyful learning” and “Im-
proving teacher’s morale with 
team building” respectively.

All the principals, head 
teachers, teachers- in- charge 
and teachers of  government 
and private schools, all the 
VEC chairmen/SMC in Ra-
zeba range are requested to 
attend the conference.

Dimapur, August 20 (EMN): A two-
day orientation programme for the 
1st semester B. Ed teacher-trainees of  
Bosco College of Teacher Education 
(BCTE), Dimapur, was held on August 
17 and 18.

The two-day programme was part 
of the new two years B. Ed course on 
Enhancing Professional Capacities 
(EPC). It encourages the teacher-
trainees to understand the self through 

participatory activities.  
The programme was organised 

to bring out the latent talents in the 
teacher- trainees and to develop the po-
tentials for their personal enhancement 
as well as to put the skills and talents for 
the greater service and enrichment of  
the students and the society whom they 
are going to serve as future educators.

The whole new batch of teacher-
trainees was divided into four teams 

of twenty-five members each namely 
Aroma, Phoenix, Froebel, and Agape 
where different competitions were held 
as group items and individual items. 

The teacher-trainees took part in 
the various events with great enthu-
siasm and vigour. Some of the com-
petitions included group song, group 
dance, creative item, solo, duet, extem-
pore speech, skit and drama, painting 
and pencil sketch 

Dimapur, August 20 (EMN): Ujala 
Scheme was launched in the DC’s con-
ference hall, Tuensang, on August 18 
with L Jamithung Lotha, Deputy Com-
missioner, Tuensang, as the chief guest. 

The launching programme was at-
tended by administrative officers, GBs, 
DBs and presidents of  all 13 wards 
and VCC members of villages within 
Tuensang town.

Chairman of C/Khel Tuensang vil-
lage and president of all wards’ union 
have appreciated the district adminis-
tration for taking up such an important 
scheme for the people of Tuensang. 

Deputy Commissioner, L Jamith-
ung Lotha, encouraged the gathering 
to use LED bulbs issued under the 
Ujala Scheme. The distribution of the 
LED bulb will be of  9 watts which 
will consume less energy and will emit 

more brightness, the DC said. He also 
enlightened the house about the use 
of LED bulbs, which will reduce the 

atmospheric temperature and also 
contribute to the control of  global 
warming.

Dimapur, August 20 (EMN): Depart-
ment of  Political Science of  Mount 
Mary College organised a Student’s Par-
liament in its college hall on August 17, 
in which students debated on Adhaar 
Card: whether Adhaar card should be 
made mandatory for all official pur-
poses or not. 

The participating students were di-
vided into two parties. The ruling party 
and collate of opposition MPs. The bill 
was heatedly debated and was put out 
for voice vote by the speaker to which the 

house as a whole participated and voted 
against the bill. 

At the end of the programme Dr. M 
Chuba Ao, chairman of  Mount Mary 
Academy, declared the name of the best 
speaker and concluded the programme.

Meanwhile, Mount Mary College 
celebrated its 6th Fresher’s Day on August 
18 with Thejavizo Nakhro, EAC, Chu-
mukedima, as the chief guest. 

Chingba and Miss Esther were 
crowned Mr and Miss Fresher’s of Mount 
Mary College.

Dimapur,  August  20 
(EMN): Troops of 3 (NH) 
Battalion Assam Rifles has 
organised a ‘Talent hunt 
competition’ at Kohima Gar-
rison on August 13 with the 
participation of 40 students 
from Don Bosco School, St 
Mary’s High School, Dainty 
Buds School and Assam 
Rifles Public School.

The competitions in-
cluded singing, dancing, 
mimicry and play with the 
theme based on Independ-
ence Day. Assam Rifles 
press release stated that stu-
dents had displayed excep-
tional talent in dancing and 
singing.

Prizes were given to the 
winners and concluded with 
the singing of National An-
them.

In a  separate  pro-
gramme, troops of  15 
Assam Rifles screened a 
documentary movie on 
drug abuse at Holy Angel’s 
School, Noklak, on August 

18. The main motive behind 
screening of the movie was 
to create awareness on the 
ill effects of drug abuse and 
health related issues. 

Altogether, 915 students 
and 15 teachers witnessed 
the movie. Pamphlets con-
taining ill effects and meas-
ures to be adopted against 
drug addiction were also dis-
tributed among the school 

children and teachers.      
In a similar programme, 

troops of  15 Assam Rifles 
organised a lecture on drugs 
free Nagaland at St Xavier 
School, Shamatore on Au-
gust 18. 

The aim of  the camp 
was to impart knowledge 
about narcotics, drugs, to-
bacco, its addiction and neg-
ative impact on physical and 

mental health. Altogether 
250 students and 09 teachers 
attended the programme.

In a similar programme, 
32 Assam Rifles conducted 
an awareness lecture on 
‘HIV/ AIDS’ at Govern-
ment Middle School, In-
disen village, Dimapur, on 
August 19. The aim of the 
event was to spread aware-
ness about HIV/ AIDS 

amongst the youth. The lec-
ture focused on the causes, 
symptoms and preventive 
measures followed by an 
interaction with students. 
The lecture was attended by 
a total of 30 students.

In yet another pro-
gramme, troops of  41 As-
sam Rifles organised a blood 
donation camp at Ghaspani 
on August 16.

The camp was conduct-
ed in conjunction with Civil 
Hospital, Dimapur, under 
Dr. Temsu and team of nine 
medical staff. A total of 32 
units of blood were donated 
by troops of Assam Rifles.

Troops of  9 Assam 
Rifles has also organised 
an interaction with village 
GBs and youth members 
of  Chakhabama, Dihoma, 
Rusoma, Rukhroma, Kezo 
town, Kezo Basa, RD Block, 
Kikruma, Kezoma, and Ki-
dima villages under Kezocha 
sub-division on August 19. 

The programme focused 
on liaison between the locals 
and security forces about the 
development, health, educa-
tion and youth related issues 
to enhance growth, prosper-
ity peace and harmony in 
Chakabama region.

Assam Rifles has as-
sured all possible help to the 
villager and urged them to 
approach them without any 
hesitation.

APPOINTMENT
VFA: All unemployed regular Veterinary Field Assistant 
(VFA) trainees have convened a general meeting on Au-
gust 22 at Khonoma Rüfüno Hall, D Block, Kohima. In 
a press release, Lano Yanthan has requested all members 
to attend the proposed meeting without fail.

Deputy commissioner, tuensang, L Jamithung Lotha, launching the ujala Scheme in the Dc’s 
confernece hall on August 18.

Assam Rifles, winners of the annual ne Zone inter-cPMfs debate competition, along with the chief guest, Brig. Gurjap Singh, DiG of Assam 
Rifles training centre and School, Dimapur.

Students of Mount Mary college during the students’ parliament conducted by Political Science 
Department on August 17.

first semester B. ed teacher-trainees of Bosco college of teacher education (Bcte), Dimapur, presenting a special number during the 
orientation programme.

Assam Rifles personnel with the GBs and village youth pose for a group photo after the interaction  on August 19.

President of Angami catholic Youth Association (AcYA), Medoneisa 
Marcus, addressing the members during AcYA central executive 
committee (cec) meeting on August 20 in the conference hall of 
the St francis De Sales, Parish, Kohima.
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Rengma students 
celebrate newcomers 

Sao Chang students visit 
children’s home in Tuensang

Langpangkong  to embark on second Clean Election tour 

Sand suppliers issue 
rate list; warns against 
illegal charging 

Lack of math teacher: Parents 
write to Sainik School 

Dimapur, August 20 
(EMN): Members of  the 
Dimapur Rengma Stu-
dents’ Union (DRSU) cel-
ebrated their “Freshers’ 
Day” on August 19. The 
event was conducted in the 
town hall of  Dimapur. 

Assistant Commission-
er of  Dimapur Police Wil-
liam Kath was the chief  
guest of  the event, updates 
informed on Sunday.

In his address Kath en-
couraged the students to 
work hard and to ‘achieve 
success,’ according to the 
updates. “In these crucial 
years, challenge your ca-
pabilities.” He was quoted 
as having encouraged the 
gathering to ‘create happy 
memories and be a respon-
sible citizen as students 
who have entered a new 
phase of  life with high 
hopes.’

The organisation in-
formed to have felicitated 
students who secured 75% 
and above during the re-
cently conducted High 
School Leaving Certifi-
cate & Higher Secondary 
School Leaving Certificate 
examinations. 

Short speeches were 
delivered by the Vice 
President of  the Naga Stu-
dents’ Federation Boveio 
Poukai Duo; president of  
the Rengma Students’ Un-
ion RN David Magh; and 
president of  the Tenyimei 
Students’ Union of  Dima-
pur Azo Wetsah. 

In their speeches, Duo 
said that the Naga people 
should not be selfish and 
individualistic but ought to 

KG-1925

“My Government is committed to serve the people 

and work towards progress and development of the State.

When we all take the responsibility together, we are in a position

to secure our youth and positively build the future of our State.

I would like to communicate with my people, hear from them and

work together as a team.”

TR Zeliang
Chief Minister, Nagaland

 / TR Zeliang

Goes online at 6:00 pm, 21st August 2017
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have a ‘zeal to change the 
world starting with the de-
velopment of  our villages 
taking the examples of  our 
neighbouring states Mizo-
ram, Meghalaya, etc.,’ the 
press release stated. 

Further, the student 
leader encouraged the 
Rengma community to ‘re-
member the great Rengma 
warriors, not to allow any-
thing to break the bond of  
brotherhood, to be more 
interactive so that their sac-
rifices will not go in vain 
and will be recognized by 
others and also not to for-
get the western Rengma’s 
from Assam.’

Further, RN David 
Magh encouraged the new 
stduents to ‘learn from 
other Naga tribes, to move 
forward and be united.’ He 
said, “Do not be focused 
on worldly materials but 
focus on your dream for 
the glory of  God.” 

“if  we don’t know our 
language and culture, our 
identity will be lost,” he 
said, according to the press 
release. 

Another student leader, 
Azo Wetsah also exhorted 
the gathering. ‘As one en-
ters a new chapter of  life, 
focus on the things to take 
care of  and not to look 
elsewhere, through God 
all things are possible,’ the 
press release stated quot-
ing him. He asked the stu-
dents to ‘feel free and seek 
the help and support from 
the TSUD as they would 
do their best in what they 
could.’ 

The president of  the 
Rengma Public Organi-
sation in Dimapur, Hilo 
Semp was also among 
those who exhorted the 
students. He exhorted the 
new students on the im-
portance of  knowing ‘who 
they are, to respect and love 

the rich culture and lan-
guage.’ He congratulated 
the DRSU leaders for the 
‘great improvement over 
the years and for taking the 
initiative of  bringing the 
Rengma students in Dima-
pur together and beyond.’ 

Semp said, “Your pres-
ence, involvement and par-
ticipation should be physi-
cal and not only on social 
media.” 

“Do not shelter behind 
others and make excuses, 
be brave and responsible, 
respect the sacrifices of  
other people for the Reng-
mas”.

Members of  Dimapur-
based Rengma head bod-
ies, Rengma Mothers’ 
Association of  Dimapur, 
Rengma Public Organisa-
tion of  Dimapur, among 
other Dimapur based tribal 
students’ organisations at-
tended the event, the up-
dates informed.

Dimapur, August 20 (EMN): The 
Langpangkong Students’ Confer-
ence’s Clean Election Campaign 
Committee (LKM CECC) will begin 
its second tour to a number of  villag-
es under Langpangkong jurisdiction, 
in Mokokchung district, from August 
24 to the 26th, as part of  the Clean 
Election campaign.

The organisation issued a press 
release on Sunday. “During the forth-
coming touring, the LKM CECC 
will have joint meeting with the vil-
lage council, church leaders, women 
and youth organizations, students’ 

unions, town ward leaders, DBs and 
GBs to deliberate further on the suc-
cessful implementation of  the resolu-
tion adopted on 3rd September 2016 
at Chuchuyimlang in order to ensure 
clean elections in near future.”

The second phase of  the tour will 
cover Yaongyimti (old), Yaongyimti 
(new), Phangsang, Chakpa, Long-
kong, Mongsenyimti, Salulemang, 
Chuchu town, Chuchuyimlang, Un-
ger, Akhoya, Yaongyimsen, Chang-
tongya Yimsen, and Changtongya 
village, the organisers informed.

During the first phase, which was 

during July 18-21, the LKM CECC 
visited Anaki, Anaki Yimsen, Kangt-
sung, Kangtsung Yimsen. Wamak-
en, Wamaken Yimsen, Tzudikong, 
Asangma, Kelingmen, Merangkong, 
Merangkong town, Merangkong 
compound, Liro Yim, and Nukshi 
Yim.

“The LKMCECC reminded all 
the village authorities and students’ 
union in respective villages to get 
themselves organized well so as to 
ensure good participation of  all con-
cerned according to the tour program 
informed earlier,” the update stated.

Dimapur, August 20 
(EMN):  Members of  the 
Sao Chang Government 
College in Tuensang 
visited Kohdi Children 
Home at Sakshi sector in 
Tuensang on the occasion 
of  the 71st Independence 
Day of  India, on August 
15.

During the visit, the 
members of  the Internal 
Quality Assurance Cell 
of  the college and the Sao 
Chang College Students’ 
Union distributed gifts 
and provided lunch to the 
children and staff  mem-
bers of  the home.

“During the interac-
tion with the children 
and staff, the visiting 
team found the children’s 
home, a place of  learning 
and healthy home envi-
ronment for the children 
where they feel home 
away from their parental 
homes,” a press release 
from the organisers in-
formed on Sunday. 

Dimapur, August 20 (EMN): The Sand Stockist & Sup-
pliers’ Union of  Dimapur (SSSUD) has listed out the 
price rates for carrying sand by the load. The union is-
sued a press release on Sunday stating to have received 
complaints from customers ‘against high rate of  sand’ 
imposed by vehicles at Ghorapatti.

The organisation has warned transporters against 
charging more than the stipulated rate. 

‘Sand Stockist & Suppliers Union Dimapur (SS-
SUD), after receiving complaint from customers against 
high rate of  sand imposed by the vehicles parked at 
Ghorapatti, today conducted surprise checking and 
warned the vehicles not to take more than the rate fixed 
by the Union for time being,’ the press release stated.
The fixed rate for direct load is as follows:

Kaneighat sand Rs 25000 per vehicle for 450 cft
Kolaimati sand –Rs 23000 per vehicle for 450 cft
Deopani sand –Rs 17000 per vehicle for 450 cft.
The Stockist rate are as follows:
Kaneighat sand –Rs 57 per cft
Kolaimati sand—Rs 53 per cft
Deopani sand—Rs 39 per cft
The union has requested customers to contact the 

mobile numbers: 9856767424, 9615127941, 9436007646, 
9856984169, and 8575304004 if  the stockists and suppli-
ers charge more than the given rate.

‘...this rate is only for time being. Customers are also 
requested to check and know the quality and quantity 
of  sand before purchasing,’ the press release added. The 
press release was appended by Nito, general secretary.

Dimapur, August 20 (EMN): The Parents’ Association of  
Sainik School in Punglwa, under Peren district, has writ-
ten to the chairman of the local board administration of  
the school highlighting issues arising from lack of teachers 
for mathematics. The  association issued a copy of a repre-
sentation, addressed to the school, on Sunday requesting 
redress.

‘There was an unpleasant situation created by the ca-
dets of class XII in the month of July 2017. And according-
ly, the matter was reported to the association by the school 
authority. The issue was that there has been no teacher for 
the mathematics subject since the beginning of the academ-
ic year 2017-18,’ the parents stated. 

“It was further agitated by the cadets of class-XIl with 
the reason that they have lost almost 70 classes of Maths 
subject by June, 2017.”  The parents’ association said to 
have conducted an emergency meeting with the cadets of  
class-XII followed by a meeting with the school’s author-
ity. “In the meeting with the authority, the association had 
requested for immediate action for appointing the Maths 
teacher,” the press release stated.

“However, due to non compliance by the authority in 
spite of the cadets and parents’ request, the cadets of class-
XIl walked out of the school on 8th July 2017as a mark of  
resentment for ignoring the demands and grievances of the 
cadets,” the press release stated. 

The parents and cadets of class-XII had an emergency 
meeting at Dimapur on July 10. Accordingly, the press re-
lease stated, the parents and the cadets met with the author-
ity on the same day. 

“The authority gave assurances and commitment to ap-
point the maths teachers immediately and also as a reme-
dial measure, the old maths teacher was recalled to assist 
the school. However, after a short stay the same teacher left 
the school for reasons best known to the authority,” the up-
date informed.  ‘Now therefore, the cadets of class-XI and 
XII are left at the mercy without proper maths teacher till 
date.’  The parents’ association has urged the authority to 
‘immediately act before further damage is done.’ 

“It is also to remind you that the career of the students 
should not be left at stake with no fault of theirs,” the as-
sociation added. 

“In spite of  being de-
prived of  the affection of  
their biological parents, 
the staff  of  the children 
home gives utmost im-

portance, care, love, af-
fection and accommo-
dates them as their own 
children by way of  help-
ing and moulding them in 

various aspects of  life so 
as to enable them become 
successful and useful in-
dividuals of  the society,” 
the press release stated. 
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Four more dead in Assam 
floods; improvement in 
overall situation

Union minister visits Manipur   
‘Steps taken to 
strengthen eco ties 
with S-East Asia’

Manipuri Language Day 
observed in Manipur

John Abraham may hold fund 
raiser for Assam flood victims

Villagers reconstruct broken bridge in Tamenglong

Departmental review meeting organised in Diphu

News iN Brief

Guwahati, August 20 
(PTI): The flood situation 
in Assam improved slightly 
today, though four more 
deaths were reported and 
nearly 19 lakh people still 
affected in 15 districts of  
the state due to the natural 
calamity. According to a 
report by the Assam State 
Disaster Management Au-
thority (ASDMA), one 
person each died in Biswa-
nath, Darrang, Kamrup 
and Morigaon districts in 
flood- related incidents.

The third wave of  the 
devastating f loods has 
claimed 67 lives so far and 
the total number of  deaths 
in flood-related incidents 
in the north-eastern state 
has gone up to 151 this 
year, including eight in 
capital Guwahati. Accord-

ing to the ASDMA, 18.65 
lakh people were still af-
fected in Dhemaji, Lakh-
impur, Biswanath, Barpe-
ta, Bongaigaon, Chirang, 
Kokrajhar, Dhubri, South 
Salmara, Goalpara, Mo-
rigaon, Nagaon, Golaghat, 
Jorhat and Majuli districts.

Till yesterday, the num-
ber of  affected people was 
22 lakh in 16 districts of  
the state. As per the AS-
DMA, Morigaon was the 
worst-hit district with 5.21 
lakh affected people, fol-
lowed by Barpeta, where 
4.67 lakh people were hit 
by the deluge. As many 
as 1,493 villages were un-
der water and 1.15 lakh 
hectares of  crop area were 
inundated, it said.

The authorities were 
running 276 relief  camps 

and distribution centres in 
13 districts, where 54,982 
people had taken shelter, 
the ASDMA added. Near-
ly 1,200 people had been 
evacuated to safer places, 
the report said. 

The devastating flood 
has damaged embank-
ments, roads, bridges and 
other infrastructures in 
Barpeta, Nagaon, Dhu-
bri, Dibrugarh and Dima 
Hasao.

The Brahmaputra river 
is flowing above the dan-
ger mark at Nimatighat in 
Jorhat and Dhubri town. 
The Dhansiri river is flow-
ing above the danger mark 
at Numaligarh in Gola-
ghat, the Kopili at Dhara-
mtul in Nagaon and the 
Beki at Road Bridge in 
Barpeta.

Our correspondent
Imphal, August 20 (EMN): 
Union Minister of  State for 
Commerce and Industry, 
Nirmala Sitharaman ar-
rived in Imphal to attend 
one day lecture on ‘New 
India Manthan-Sankalp 
Se Siddhi’ on Sunday. On 
her arrival at Imphal In-
ternational airport, state 
commerce and industries 
minister Thongam Biswa-
jit and education minister 
Th Radheshyam received 
her and drove straight to a 
hotel to attend the lecture.

Speaking to media prior 
to the lecture, the visiting 
minister said that necessary 
infrastructure development 
along the Indo-Myanmar 
border will be taken in as-
sociation with the state 
government for the im-
provement of  the trade 
and commerce activities in 
the path of  central govern-
ment’s Act East Policy.

Border Hatts will be 
also development, she 
added. The lecture ses-
sion was also attended by 
Chief  Minister N Biren 
Singh, Information and 
Public Relations Minister 
Thongam Biswajit, BJP 
leader and Lok Sabha MP 
Pralhad Singh Patel, senior 
functionaries of  the BJP 
Manipur.

Imphal ,  August  20 
(PTI):  Union Com-
merce and Industries 
Minister Nirmala Si-
tharaman today said that 
steps have been taken to 
strengthen economic 
ties with several South 
East Asian countries 
especially neighbouring 
Myanmar. 

The Centre will be 
working together with 
Manipur government to 
pursue this course to im-
prove international trade 
relations, Sitharaman 
told reporters at Imphal 
airport. 

She said India has 
been trying to expand 
trade relations with SE 
Asian countries in as-
sociation with the state 
government. 

The union minister 
said efforts are on to 
establish border haats 
at the Indo-Myanmar 
border town of  Moreh. 
Sitharaman is on a day-
long visit to the state 
to attend a party pro-
gramme.

Our correspondent
Imphal, August 20 (EMN): 
To commemorate inclusion 
of Manipuri language in the 
8th Schedule in the Indian 
Constitution, the ‘26th Ma-
nipuri Language Day’ was 
observed under the aegis of  
26th Manipuri Language 
Day State Level Celebration 
Committee, comprising of  
14 organisations here on 
Sunday. 

Speaking in the occa-

sion, Information & Public 
Relations Minister Biswajit 
informed that he will take 
up the matter relating to the 
inclusion of Manipuri script 
in currency note and upgra-
dation of the language into 
classical language in consul-
tation with the chief  min-
ister. Expressing the need 
to have a collective effort 
for promotion of Manipuri 
language which is the lingua 
franca, he said if  necessary 

cabinet will take a decision. 
According to reports, 

it stated that the Manipuri 
language was included in the 
8th Schedule in the Indian 
Constitution on August 20, 
1992. 

Minis ter  Thongam 
Biswajit, Education Min-
ister Th Radheshyam and 
Revenue Minister Karam 
Shyam besides others promi-
nent personalities attended 
programme.

Guwahati, August 20 (PTI): Bol-
lywood actor and ISL franchise 
NorthEast United FC owner John 
Abraham today said he is willing to 
hold a fund raising event to help the 
flood victims of  Assam in associa-
tion with the state government. “We 
would like to have a fund raising 
event for flood victims. But this has 
to be a government bona fide event. 
We would like to have this in associa-
tion with the government,” Abraham 

said at a press conference here.
Assam Chief  Minister Sarba-

nanda Sonowal and Finance Minis-
ter Himanta Biswa Sarma have been 
informed about this, he said. 

“The latest flood has been very 
devastating. Over 50 persons have 
been killed. More than 200 animals 
died in Kaziranga National Park. 
Today morning I saw a picture of  a 
carcass of  a tiger, and it just killed 
me.

“Our heart is for Assam flood. 
Our solidarity is with the victims of  
Assam flood. NEUFC will always be 
with flood victims whenever there is 
any necessity,” Abraham said. 

The third wave of  devastating 
flood has so far claimed the lives 
of  67 persons across Assam. With 
these, the total number of  persons 
losing their lives in this year’s flood 
related incidents in Assam went up 
to 151, including eight in Guwahati.

Our Correspondent 
Imphal, August (EMN):  
Barak Bailey Bridge at Nam-
tiram village, 167km west of  
Imphal in Tamenglong dis-
trict, Manipur which con-
nects district headquarters 
with more than 30 villages 

under Tousem sub-division 
was reconstructed by the vil-
lagers on Saturday, reports 
from Tamenglong said.

Considering the griev-
ances and suffering of  the 
many stranded villagers 
who are heading to Tamen-

glong district headquarters 
and Tousem from opposite 
directions as there is no al-
ternative route between two 
hill stations, the Namtiram 
villagers reconstructed the 
bridge under the sponsor-
ship of  Deputy Commis-

sioner (DC) of  the district 
with the locally available 
materials such as bamboos, 
woods etc. 

Its worth to mention 
here that Tamenglong dis-
trict is the bamboo belt of  
Manipur state.

Our Correspondent 
Diphu, August 20 (EMN): In order 
to bring more transparency in de-
partmental affairs of  Karbi Anglong 
Autonomous Council (KAAC), 
under the initiative of  the Chief  
Executive Member (CEM) Tuliram 
Ronghang a departmental review 
meeting was held at Joysing Doloi 
Auditorium, Diphu here on Sunday. 
A review meeting was held with of-
ficials of  Public Health Engineering 
(PHE), Public Work Department 
(PWD), Forest, Irrigation and water 
resource departments under KAAC.

KAAC, CEM Tuliram Ronghang 
who presided the meeting, said that 
road connectivity will be reaching in 
all the 26 constituencies of  KAAC 

under Pradhan Mantri Gram Sadak 
Yojana (PMGSY) scheme. There 
are 140 nos. of  road schemes under 
PMGSY where a total distance on 
1100 KM will be covered. 

Improvement of  road connectiv-
ity will be done in all the nine towns 
of  Karbi Anglong he added. He also 
said that stern action will be taken 
against the contractor who drawn 
bills without completion of  work, 
even FIR have to lodge against those 
contractors.

All the main roads construction 
will be start from the month October 
by September the entire work tender 
has to be finish and all the main 
road have to be motor able, added 
Ronghang. 

Concerning to deforestation 
CEM Tuliram Ronghang said that 
80 percent of  forest trees have cut 
down and asked the forest depart-
ment to take more initiative in pres-
ervation the forest. 

He further warned all the offi-
cials that if  any officers or employees 
found in misused or mismanagement 
of  forest, they will be suspended 
from the service.

He also asked to stop illegal sand 
supplies in the district and asked the 
forest official to be vigilance against 
the illegal movements of  forest prod-
uct. Illegal settlers in forest area will 
be eviction shortly in Karb-Nagaland 
border and in Karbi Anglong -Na-
goan border he said.

Heroin seized; 2 Myanmarese 
nationals arrested
Aizawl, August 20 (PTI): Police seized heroin worth Rs 
25 lakh at the Mizoram-Myanmar border town of Cham-
phai and two Myanmarese nationals were arrested. The 
heroin weighing 700 gm and reportedly smuggled from 
Myanmar, was seized yesterday, the police said today. 
The Myanmarese nationals, Lalengliana (19) of Tahan 
and Vansuihhmung (30) of Falam, were booked under 
relevant sections of the Narcotic Drugs and Psychotropic 
Substances Act, 1985, the police said. They were pro-
duced before a district court today.

Ex-servicemen organise rally in 
north Lakhimpur 
Dimapur, August 20 (EMN):  An ex-servicemen rally was 
conducted at North Lakhimpur Indoor Stadium on August 
20 by Spearhead Gunners under the aegis of Spearhead 
Division with an aim to provide opportunity for com-
prehensive interaction and address the grievances of 
ex-servicemen, Veer Naris and War Widows.  General Of-
ficer Commanding, Spearhead Division welcomed all the 
veterans, Veer Naris and War Widows and assured them 
to give all support. Representatives from ex-servicemen 
pension cell, medical and health, recruitment agencies 
and SBI bank were available to address grievances. Doc-
tors of military hospitals and civil medical staff conducted 
free medical check-up for   ex-servicemen, Veer Naris and 
War Widows.  Ex-Servicemen, Veer Naris and War Wid-
ows from North Lakhimpur district Assam, Itanagar and 
Pasighat Arunachal Pradesh attended the rally. 

Ex-Arunachal CM visits  
Goverdhan-based ashram
Mathura, August 20 (PTI): Former Arunachal Pradesh 
chief minister Gegong Apang today claimed that farmers 
in his state were provided maximum relief during his gov-
ernment in the event of natural calamities. “When I was 
the chief minister of Arunachal Pradesh, besides cash, 
the farmers were provided free ration, salt and other 
facilities, in case crops were hit by natural calamity,” he 
told reporters at a Goverdhan-based ashram.

If the farmer progresses, the state will also develop, 
Apang said. He said that he was aware of the problems 
a farmer faces, since he himself is a farmer. The former 
chief minister also narrated, the work done by his organi-
sations Donyi Polo Mission, in the field of education since 
1977. “I don’t want any financial assistance from state or 
Centre for running societies, since government officers 
and politicians are not in the wavelength,” he said. 

Drugs peddler detained in Ma-

Minister Th  Biswajit speaking during the ‘Manipuri Language Day’ observation in Imphal on Sunday.
EM Images

Villagers reconstructing a bridge, which collapsed during a recent landslide, with bamboo and woods materials on Saturday in Namtiram 
village, Tamenglong district, Manipur.

EM Images

Mirror Crossword 1570sud0ku 1410
Every Sudoku has a unique solution that can 
be reached logically. Enter numbers into the blank 
spaces so that each row, column and 3x3 box 
contains the numbers 1 to 9.

solutions to CRossWoRD 1569

solutions to suD0ku 1409

Across
1. Liquid from fruit
6. A leaf from a book
10. Unmarried woman
14. Short piece of writing
15. 365 days
16. Whale
17. Wash lightly
18. Steel bars
19. Tidy
20. ________ Turner, actress
22. Enthusiasticly
24. Sly, playful girl
25. Halfway around the calendar
26. A dialogue by Plato on 

immortality
29. Latin for “well”
30. German for “mister”
31. Showings
37. Annoyed
39. Possesses
40. Iron alloy
41. Languors
44. Skin disease
45. Goals
46. Bulked
48. Threads
52. ____ Strauss, jean maker
53. Taiwan capital
54. Eye disease
58. Finishes
59. La ____, equatorial weather 

phenomenon
61. Rage
62. “A Death in the Family” author, 

James ____
63. 1/28th of an ounce
64. Deep sky blue
65. Bog plants
66. Bristle

67. Resupply workers 
DOWN
1. Sharp sudden pull
2. United States Information 

Agency
3. Is not (contraction)
4. Soft fine wools
5. Natural eye covers
6. Heat resistant glass
7. Long indefinite period
8. In search of pleasure
9. Name, old English for 

“green heights”
10. Cash
11. Late actress, _____ Dunne
12. Canals in the cochlea

13. Woodland god 21. Son 
of Seth (Bible)

23. Paradises
25. Former Reagan Attorney 

General Edwin _____
26. Singer/drummer ____ 

Collins
27. Greek goddess
28. Ships like Noah’s
29. Thin flat nails
32. Pals
33. Print with slanted letters
34. From head to shoulders
35. Chromosome unit
36. Sleigh
38. _____ Keaton, actress

42. News (Old English)
43. Stadium in New York
47. Of the fleshy part of the soft 

palate
48. Water vapor
49. A dance
50. Travels on an animal or 

vehicle
51. Vaulted rooms in a church
52. Andes vicuna
54. Small fly
55. Female egg cell
56. Variable star in the 

constellation Cetus
57. Yemen seaport
60. Anger

Dimapur, August 20 (EMN):  12 Assam Rifles (AR) of 26 
Sector Assam Rifles (AR) under the aegis of HQ IGAR 
(South) apprehended one drug peddler at vehiclecheck 
post, Khudengthabi of Tengnoupal District on 19 August 
19. A maruti van moving from Moreh to Imphal was 
stopped at check post Khudengthabi for checking. After 
thorough search of vehicle, 60 grams of heroin and 11900 
WY tablets worth Rs. 89.50 lakh were recovered. The re-
covered drugs along with apprehendee were handed over 
to Customs Authorities Moreh for further action. 
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Members of Kasha Daho Students’ Union (KDSU) pose for a group photo during the get together cum 
fellowship programme on August 19.

The State College of Teacher Education, Kohima lead by principal, staff and student-teachers, on Friday 
cleaned up classrooms, laboratories, library, hall, surroundings and office.

GST to enable brand licensing industry to grow in India Defaulters owe 27% 
of total amount to SBI 
alone, PNB next 

Banks stare at union strike on Tuesday, services may be hit 

KDSU organises 
fellowship prog

F&CS dept notifies beneficiaries

Planters apprehensive about future of 
Darjeeling tea exports, pin hopes on GI tag

Mumbai, August 20 (IANS): The 
implementation of  Goods and Ser-
vices Tax (GST) will enable brand li-
censing industry to grow in India and 
also allow retail industry to start re-
specting intellectual property rights, 
an official said on Sunday.

“Modern retail would unlock 
itself  because of  GST. The new tax 
system will provide level 
playing field for all the 
players. We will start 
respecting lot of  intel-
lectual property rights 
(IPs) now and it will boost 
the brand licensing business 
“ License India’s Chair-
man Gaurav Marya said 
on the sidelines of  the 
India Licensing Expo 
2017.

Brand licencing is ba-
sically renting the brand to an indus-
try manufacturer or retailer to use it 
for promoting their own products in 

the potential market. 
The GST also provides opportu-

nities to lot of  international brands 
to look at India, not only as 
a “big consumption 
market” but also 
as “level play-

i n g 
field”,” he 

said adding that 
the government has 

b e e n supportive of  regularising the 
trade.

In his address at the Expo, Viac-
om International Media Networks’ 
Vice President, Licensing and Busi-

ness Development, Dan Frugtniet 
said the growth potential 
in terms of  the market in 
India is huge.

Marya also said the 
two day Licensing Expo 

which commenced on Sun-
day provides an opportunity 
to unlock lot of  domestic 
intellectual properties or 
brands for the international 
markets.

Renowned chef  San-
jeev Kapoor meanwhile em-

phasised on monetising the core 
expertise or values that the country 
has. Inspired by R.K. Laxman’s car-
toon character “Common Man”, his 
granddaughter Rimanika Laxman 
created “Common Woman”, which 
was launched at the Expo by Bolly-
wood actress Taapsee Pannu. 

More than 100 global and do-
mestic brands were present and over 
5,000 delegates are attending.

New Delhi, August 20 
(PTI): Country’s largest 
lender SBI accounts for 
over 27 per cent of the to-
tal amount owed to public 
sector banks by wilful de-
faulters.  As many as 1,762 
wilful defaulters owed Rs 
25,104 crore to State Bank 
of India as on March 31, 
putting pressure on its bal-
ance sheet.  Punjab Na-
tional Bank (PNB) is next 
on the list with 1,120 wilful 
defaulters having outstand-
ing non-performing assets 
(NPAs) or bad loans of Rs 
12,278 crore. 

Together these two 
banks account for Rs 37,382 
crore or 40 per cent of the 
total outstanding loans. 

Total outstanding 
loans due to public sector 
banks by wilful defaulters 
amounted to Rs 92,376 
crore, according to the Fi-
nance Ministry data. 

The total outstanding 
loans by wilful defaulters 
rose to Rs 92,376 crore at 
the end of financial year 
2016-17, from Rs 76,685 
crore at the end of last fiscal 
2015-16 -- up 20.4 per cent. 

At the same time, there 
has been close to 10 per cent 
increase in the number of  
wilful defaulters on annual 
basis. It increased to 8,915 at 

the end of March as against 
8,167 in the previous fis-
cal.  Out of 8,915 cases of  
wilful defaults, banks have 
filed FIR (First Information 
Report) in 1,914 cases with 
outstanding loans of Rs 
32,484 crore. 

During 2016-17, 27 pub-
lic sector banks, including 
SBI and its five associates 
had written off Rs 81,683 
crore, the highest in the last 
five fiscals. The amount was 
41 per cent higher than that 
in the previous fiscal. 

Gross NPAs of the pub-
lic sector banks rose to Rs 
6.41 lakh crore at the end of  
March 2017 as against Rs 
5.02 lakh crore a year ago. 

In order to check inci-
dences of wilful default, 
RBI has tightened the 
norms and made it clear 
that promoter of the de-
faulting company cannot 
escape from his responsibil-
ity even if  he is not a whole 
time director. 

As per earlier guide-
lines, a bank couldn’t label 
a non- whole-time director 
of a company as a wilful 
defaulter unless there was 
conclusive evidence that the 
individual was aware of the 
wilful default by the com-
pany and had not objected 
to it. 

New Delhi, August 20 (PTI): Ser-
vices at public sector banks may take 
a hit on Tuesday as all unions under 
the aegis of UFBU have threatened to 
go on strike against the government’s 
proposed consolidation move besides 
raising a host of other demands. 

Most banks have already informed 
their customers that functioning of  
branches and offices will be impacted 
if  the strike takes off. 

Operations at private lenders like 
ICICI Bank, HDFC Bank, Axis Bank 
and Kotak Mahindra Bank are expect-
ed to be normal except delay in cheque 

clearances. 
The United Forum of Bank Un-

ions (UFBU) is an umbrella body of  
nine unions, including All India Bank 
Officers’ Confederation (AIBOC), All 
India Bank Employees Association 
(AIBEA) and National Organisation 
of Bank Workers (NOBW). 

“All attempts to hammer out so-
lutions to the demands raised by the 
unions bore no fruit and hence, UFBU 
decided to proceed with the proposed 
strike on August 22, he said. 

Other demands include no write-
off policy for non- performing assets 

(NPAs) of corporate loans, declaring 
wilful default of loans as criminal of-
fence and implementation of recom-
mendations of Parliamentary Com-
mittee on recovery of NPAs, AIBEA 
General Secretary C H Venkatchalam 
said. He also suggested that banks 
should not pass on the burden of cor-
porate NPAs on bank customers by 
hiking charges. 

Venkatchalam said the govern-
ment should abolish the Banks Board 
Bureau and ensure stringent measures 
to recover bad loans and accountabil-
ity of top executives. 

Dimapur, August 20 
(EMN): Kasha Daho Stu-
dents’ Union (KDSU) or-
ganised a get together cum 
fellowship programme on 
August 19 on the theme 
“Navigating the future” at 
Rengma High School Fel-
lowship Church.  

Er. Abijah Khing, Ex-
ecutive Engineer PWD 
(R&B) and chief  guest, 
emphasised on the impor-

tance of  discipline and self  
management. Stressing on 
the importance of  disci-
plined in life, he reminded 
that “there is no short cut 
to success.” He also en-
couraged the students to 
obey elders particularly 
parents, for they are our 
God on earth and source 
of  blessings. 

Gwashen Seb, presi-
dent Kasha DAHO Union, 

Kohima, in his greetings, 
encouraged the students to 
seek God first. 

The programme was 
chaired by Ms Sonile Th-
yug, while the welcome 
address was delivered by 
Kegwayhun Tep, presi-
dent KDSU, and Ms Julie 
Thyug presented a special 
song.  The vote of  thanks 
was delivered by Zentilo 
Tep.

Dimapur, August 20 (EMN): Beneficiar-
ies of  priority household and AAY under 
the National Food Security Act 2013 in 
Dimapur district are directed to submit a 
photocopy of  their Aadhaar card as well 
the number of  the family members to the 
office of  the Director of  Food and Civil 
Supplies on or before September 20.

A press release issued by Assistant 
Director of  Food and Civil Supplies, N 
Jamonger Ao said the required Aadhaar 

card number can be submitted through 
the concerned village council/ Fair Price 
Shops/individually along with a photo-
copy of  their ration card. 

This has been necessitated to lever-
age Aadhaar for unique identification/
require Aadhaar authentication or proof  
of  possession of  Aadhaar number as a 
condition for receipt of  subsidy benefits 
or service funded from consolidated fund 
of  India.

Kolkata, August 20 
(IANS): Amid fears of los-
ing export markets to other 
nations due to the ongoing 
unrest in the northern West 
Bengal hills, Darjeeling’s 
tea planters are hoping that 
the Geographical Indica-
tion (GI) tag will enable 
them to regain their market 
share in the future.

All plucking and manu-
facturing operations in Dar-
jeeling’s 87 gardens have 
been suspended since June 
9 due to the crisis in the re-
gion with an indefinite shut-
down continuing for over 
two months.

As a result, there is no 
availability of second flush 
premium quality tea in the 
export market, which is a 
“setback” to the industry 
and also to overseas buyers.

Darjeeling has been on 
the boil since June 8 after 
the principal hill party, the 
Gorkha Janmukti Morcha 
(GJM), renewed the move-
ment for a separate Gorkha-
land state. The GJM began 
the indefinite shutdown 
from June 12.

“Due to non-availability 
of Darjeeling tea, the buy-
ers would not be able to get 
it. If  they are unable to get 
it, there is a possibility that 
players from other countries 
-- Nepal, Sri Lanka, Kenya 
-- will be able to make a 

Apple releases iOS 11 iPad  
capabilities in new videos
San Francisco, August 20 (IANS): With the public re-
lease of iOS 11 a few weeks away, Apple has started 
showing the new features in a series of new “how-to” 
videos that highlight the major additions that would 
feature in the upcoming iPad.

Some of the videos are a bit simplistic (like how the 
“Files” app works), but others are genuinely useful, es-
pecially for things like explaining the complicated new 
multi-tasking system and the array of gestures that are 
built into the software, The Verge reported on Friday.

The company has also shown some of the marquee 
features, including the drag-and-drop functionality to 
name a few of the iPad-centric iOS 11 highlights. 

Apple had shared a series of videos earlier this 
month that featured Dwayne “The Rock” Johnson and 
Siri - Apple’s voice assistant along with the iPhone 7. 

This appeared to be an extended commercial, simi-
lar to what Apple did with Taylor Swift and Apple Music 
in 2016.

Earlier in June, Apple unveiled iOS 11 at Worldwide 
Developers Conference (WWDC) 2017 -- featuring ma-
jor improvements over its predecessor -- iOS 10.

Delhi Metro opens plant to  
recycle construction waste
New Delhi, August 20 (IANS): Delhi Metro has opened 
a facility to recycle the waste produced during its 
demolition and construction work, it said on Sunday.

A plant in Rohini in north Delhi will manufacture 
green products like aggregates, manufactured sand, 
concrete bricks, tiles, paver-blocks and kerb stones.

“The construction waste generated by DMRC 
is generally dumped at pre-designated sites identi-
fied and approved by the government. To utilize this 
waste, this new facility has been constructed,” the 
Delhi Metro Rail Corp (DMRC) said in a statement

The facility, which will be managed by IL&FS En-
vironment, will have the capacity to process 150 
tonnes of waste every day, it said, adding the use of 
“wet technology” employed during the processing of 
materials will be able to minimize the dust and noise 
pollution. 

It is equipped to “recover and recycle” about 95 
per cent of incoming waste like cement concrete pile 
heads, re-bars, concrete blocks, broken bricks, ce-
ment plaster, rubble, broken stones, soil, sand, grav-
el, demolished building material like railing, frames, 
roofing and broken glasses.

Apple Watch ‘Series 3’ enters 
final testing phase
San Francisco, August 20 (IANS): It seems like Ap-
ple could release its upcoming smartwatch soon as 
Taiwan-based “Quanta Computer” -- an integral part 
of the Cupertino-based company’s supply chain -- is 
ramping up to begin manufacturing the Apple Watch 
“Series 3”.

The product could look similar to current Apple 
Watches but would feature an LTE option in order to 
facilitate a measure of wireless connectivity.

Apple is expected to launch the Watch “Series 3” 
later this year and “Quanta Computer” has entered 
the final testing phase, Chinese news outlet “Econom-
ic Daily” reported. 

The Apple Watch “Series 3” could boast an all-new 
form factor, “Macworld” had reported last week.

The upcoming Apple Watch is expected to ship 
with both 38-mm and 42-mm models.

The next-generation Apple Watch is slated to 
launch in the fourth quarter of 2017, the “Economic 
Daily” report added.

Facebook is developing  
augmented reality glasses
San Francisco, August 20 (IANS):  A patent application 
filed earlier this week has revealed that Facebook is 
working on developing augmented reality (AR) glass-
es that could blend digital objects with the physical 
world.

According to a report in Quartz on Friday, Face-
book CEO Mark Zuckerberg had previously shown 
photos of similar glasses, saying that they would be 
the future of AR, but he did not reveal that the com-
pany was developing such a product. 

The Facebook CEO has been of the opinion that 
AR will be the next big consumer tech platform after 
smartphones.

“Think about how many of the things you use 
(that) don’t actually need to be physical. You want to 
play a board game? You snap your fingers, and here’s 
the board game,” Zuckerberg said.

Facebook-owned Oculus is developing this tech-
nology, but it is not expected to be really viable until 
2022.

According to the reports, the patent application 
details a pair of glasses with transparent displays for 
lenses, through which light would flow, distributing 
the light and refracting it into a user’s eyes. 

“The waveguide display may be included in an 
eye-wear comprising a frame and a display assembly 
that presents media to a user’s eyes,” the patent ap-
plication reportedly mentioned.
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Meeting notification of Central Executive Council (CEC)

Office Of the
Naga people froNt

central hqs : kOhima

Temporary Address:
Legacy Complex

Bayavu Hill
Kohima : Nagaland

Date: 20/8/17

In exercise of the powers vested on me vide; NPF Constitution Article V(3) 
read with Article V(10) and drawing the mandate from Article IV 3C (ii) & 
(iii), I Shri, Neiphiu Rio MP (Lok Sabha) President of Naga People Front 
(NPF) hereby convene the CEC meeting on 22 Aug 2017 at temporary office 
Bayavü Hill Kohima from 10:00 hours.

(Neiphiu Rio)
MP (Lok Sabha) & President NPF

breakthrough into the mar-
ket,” Aditya Khaitan, Vice 
Chairman and Managing 
Director of McLeod Rus-
sel India, the world’s larg-
est bulk tea producer, told 
IANS.

Citing a 1984 situation 
when there was an export 
ban on CTC (crush tear 
curl) tea -- the most popular 
and largely produced vari-
ety in the Indian domestic 
market -- he said: “I heard 
that due to the export ban, 
lot of  English market play-
ers started buying Kenyan 

tea. Till now, it is difficult 
for us (the industry) to get 
back the market share that 
the industry had in 1984. 
The only concern is that 
if  the players change the 
blend and get tea from 
some other origin, Darjeel-
ing may have difficulties in 
future. It is an apprehen-
sion.”

Echoing Khaitan, 
Goodricke Group Ltd’s 
Managing Director A.N. 
Singh recently said the 
morning cuppa could not 
go empty, and as such, tea 

from other origins, which 
are similar to Darjeeling, 
would “make their way 
through”.

“Once the original tea 
is replaced by the blend, it 
(Darjeeling tea) would lose 
the market favour and this 
is our biggest fear,” he said.

It seemed obvious that 
the current year’s exports 
would be hit as the produc-
tion was only 2.07 million 
kgs in the January to June 
period, against 8.13 million 
kgs during the entire 2016.

However, Darjeeling’s 

tea planters are hoping that 
the GI tag to the varieties 
of  muscatel flavour tea (a 
unique taste found in some 
variants of  Darjeeling tea) 
would help the industry re-
gain its market share in fu-
ture, particularly once the 
supply normalises.

“People will look for al-
ternatives when Darjeeling 
tea is not available. This is 
a short-term phenomenon. 
Due to the unique nature 
of  Darjeeling tea, no one 
will be able to replace it 
completely and a GI tag 
should help in keeping its 
brand equity intact in the 
markets,” Ashok Lohia, 
former Chairman of  the 
Darjeeling Tea Association 
(DTA), told IANS.

Similarly, the present 
DTA Chairman, Binod 
Mohan, said: “Darjeeling 
tea is protected under the 
GI Act and I doubt if  any 
other origin tea can replace 
it. But there would be a 
shortage in the market as 
the quantity of  Darjeeling 
tea now available would be 
sold out in some point of  
time.”

Meanwhile, faced with 
an “unusual situation” 
arising out of  the indefinite 
shutdown in the hills, Dar-
jeeling’s tea planters have 
sought “financial support” 
from the central govern-

ment. “They (Tea Board) 
wanted a specific proposal 
and that is being prepared,” 
Mohan told IANS.

He said industry had 
earlier faced hardships, but 
it never experienced such a 
prolonged shutdown in the 
second flush production pe-
riod.

The second flush pro-
duction is considered the 
premium variety that con-
tributes about 20 per cent of  
the industry’s annual pro-
duction and accounts for 
approximately 40 per cent 
of its annual revenue. The 
estimated loss to the indus-
try has mounted to Rs 350 
crore, Mohan added.
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Earthquake 
preparedness…??

C
oncerns surrounding earthquakes in the northeast, 
particularly that of  a great one with the region being 
situated in Seismic Zone V, are manifold and alarming. 
We have limited knowledge about earthquakes but we 

all know they are the least predictable of  natural disasters and 
possibly the most catastrophic.

Geologists are apprehensive that a high magnitude quake 
measuring 8 or greater in the Richter Scale occurring in the 
region will likely present a very damaging scenario due to the 
topography, polarization of  population in urban areas and the 
change in building typology. Fortunately, there has not been any 
major disastrous quake, although minor ones are frequent.

As per records from India Meteorological Department 
under the Central Ministry of  Earth Sciences, six moderate 
quakes have already occurred in the northeast region during 
this month alone. The most recent being the one that originated 
from Zunheboto district on August 17 last with a preliminary 
magnitude measuring 4.4.

For Nagaland, development and growth of  urban towns are 
more often than not carried out unplanned, resulting in narrow 
roads with very little or no scope of  widening, illegal structures 
and buildings are constructed without proper consultations or 
following standard codes. While the state government has framed 
its building by-laws which was enacted in 2005 and amended in 
2012, it is yet to be properly enforced. 

Another concern is, connectivity in terms of  good roads and 
communication system especially in the interior districts. Should 
an earthquake of  7-8 or greater magnitude strike the state or any 
nearby location, accessibility within and to the state would prove 
to be a major challenge.

It was only recently that the state’s Chief  Secretary has 
admitted that despite serious efforts being made to increase the 
state’s capacities to deal with natural and manmade disasters, 
Nagaland is still underprepared for an event like an earthquake 
of  huge magnitude. He indicated that overlying all the different 
aspects of  disasters, the state faces the biggest challenge in 
earthquakes and also expressed concern that when it comes 
to earthquake resistant structures, the state’s progress is still 
not enough. The official had also rightly pointed out the need 
to constantly review the adequacy and efficacy of  the state’s 
disaster management plan including conducting mock drills 
which would put the people in a simulated situation and test 
their responses. 

Towards this end, the Nagaland State Disaster Management 
Authority’s announcement to carry out a state-wide mega mock 
exercise to test the capability of  the government to respond and 
manage any major impending disaster under the banner ‘Nagaland 
Emergency Preparedness Exercise’ (NEPEx) on August 30 next, is 
a welcome move. Public participation in such exercises is also 
necessary. There is a need for every citizen to feel equally responsible 
to be aware and keep their homes, towns and villages safe. 

Earthquakes cannot be predicted, therefore, the best approach 
to face any eventuality is to build an earthquake resilient society.

Each day we need to be still and listen to the 
Lord.

“We’ve created more information in the last five years than in all 
of human history before it, and it’s coming at us all the time” 

(Daniel Levitin, author of The Organized Mind: Thinking Straight in 
the Age of Information Overload).  “In a sense,” Levitin says, “we 
become addicted to the hyperstimulation.” The constant barrage 
of news and knowledge can dominate our minds. In today’s envi-
ronment of media bombardment, it becomes increasingly difficult 
to find time to be quiet, to think, and to pray.

Psalm 46:10 says, “Be still, and know that I am God,” remind-
ing us of the necessity to take time to focus on the Lord. Many 
people find that a “quiet time” is an essential part of each day—a 
time to read the Bible, pray, and consider the goodness and great-
ness of God.

When we, like the writer of Psalm 46, experience the reality 
that “God is our refuge and strength, an ever-present help in trou-
ble” (v. 1), it drives our fear away (v. 2), shifts our focus from the 
world’s turmoil to God’s peace, and creates a quiet confidence that 
our Lord is in control (v. 10).

No matter how chaotic the world may become around us, we 
can find quietness and strength in our heavenly Father’s love and 
power.

Heavenly Father, we bring our noisy lives and our cluttered 
minds to You so that we can learn to be still and know that You 

are God.

Be Still

DAIly
PATH

A veteran British commander looks at the 
Partition from a military perspective, ana-
lysing the thinking of  and pressures on the 
politicians, administrators and soldiers of  

70 years ago and how the violence could have been 
prevented.

Barney White-Spunner describes the partition as 
a “tragedy that was, because the British had stayed 
on too long, probably unavoidable by 1947 but the 
violence and loss of  life could have been reduced 
enormously had proper use been made of  the armed 
forces”.

In 2008, White-Spunner was the military com-
mander of  British and Coalition troops in Basrah 
and the three other provinces designated by the Coa-
lition authority in Baghdad as constituting the south-
eastern sector of  Iraq.

He says he has written “Partition: The Story of  
Indian Independence and the Creation of  Pakistan 
in 1947” from a soldier’s perspective.

“It does not purport to be a full history of  In-
dian independence and the birth of  Pakistan. Such a 
study would be a lifetime’s work, fill many volumes 
and is correctly best left to professional historians,” 
he says.

“Rather what I have attempted to do, as someone 
who has played a small part in British interventions 
around the world, is to explore the thinking of  and 
pressures on the politicians, administrators and sol-
diers of  70 years ago, and the effect their subsequent 
actions had on the people of  the Indian subconti-
nent,” he adds.

According to White-Spunner, given his back-
ground, he has a better understanding of  the British 
players in this tragedy than he does of  their Indian 
and Pakistani counterparts.

Partition Through the Eyes of an Ex-British Commander
Zafri Nofil | pti

“I don’t hold with the view that only Indian, Pa-
kistani and Bangladeshi authors should write about 
1947. What happened is as much part of  British his-
tory - and if  British authors don’t write about it then 
the UK will not face up to what happened. In par-
ticular, the military aspects needed researching and 
writing about in detail - they were so fundamental to 
what happened - and I am pretty well qualified to do 
that,” White-Spunner told PTI.

It took him about 28 months of  researching and 
8 months of  writing to finish the book, published by 
Simon & Schuster.

“While commanding British and Allied troops 
in Iraq, I found myself  at that interface of  political 
and military affairs whereby we were trying to make 
sense of  political direction that was not always clear. 
I have had a life-long fascination for India and Pa-
kistan and particularly for the events of  1947 so I 
found myself  wondering how our forbears had re-
acted when faced with similar issues,” he says.

White-Spunner says he, in particular, was never 
able to understand why both the British and British 
Indian armies were not used more extensively in the 
Punjab.

“An effective military deployment, which was 
urged on the authorities in Delhi from as early as 
March 1947, would have prevented much of  the vio-
lence. Why had this not happened? I also feel that 
although lots is written about Partition in India there 
is surprisingly little in the UK - just as there is sur-
prisingly little about the events of  World War Two 
in India and the Bengal famine,” he says about the 
reasons he chose to write the book.

According to him, one of  the advantages of  writ-
ing having had military experience, and especially 
military experience at that political-military inter-
face, is that he is in a better position to understand 
what was going on between Claude Auchinleck and 
lord Mountbatten and the Army and Congress.

“It is the almost total lack of  military initiative 

that was the cause of  so much of  the bloodshed; that 
is what needs exploring and my background means 
I can approach that with some idea of  how armies 
and governments are meant to work together,” he 
says. White-Spunner regards H V Hodsons’ “The 
Great Divide”, Ayesha Jalal’s “The Sole Spokes-
man” and V P Menon’s “The Transfer of  Power in 
India” as the top three books on Partition.

“Hodsons’ ‘The Great Divide’ is to understand 
the British perspective. It is factual rather than excit-
ing to read but very well researched as Hodson was 
Reforms Commissioner before Menon. ‘The Sole 
Spokesman’ is to understand the Muslim league. 
Jalal has got nearest to what Jinnah really wanted, 
and Menon is one of  the unsung heroes of  1947. 
Trusted by everyone he seems to me to be the archi-
tect of  so much of  modern India,” the author says.

The author tried to balance his book between 
personal recollections and official government and 
military papers.

“I was also helped greatly by access to family pa-
pers from descendants of  Brits who were there. The 
most valuable personal reminiscences were those 
recorded (or written - but many were recorded) fair-
ly soon after 1947 as events were fresh in peoples’ 
minds - and hearts,” he says.

He also dug out the full military records from the 
Army Headquarters in Delhi and from the Punjab 
Boundary Force which are in the UK.

“They revealed a lot, such as that in 1946 the 
Army conducted a complete rehearsal of  a break-
down of law and order in the Punjab, right down to 
the detail of  how they would protect trains.”

Educated at Eton College and the University of  
St Andrews, White-Spunner was commissioned in 
1979. He was made Commander of  the British Field 
Army in 2009, a post he held until December 2011 
when he retired. He was appointed Commander of  
the Order of  the British Empire in 2002 and Knight 
Commander of  the Order of  the Bath in 2011.

BiBlE REad:  Psalm 46:1–11  
ThoughT foR Today:

The lord almighty is with us, the God 
of Jacob is our fortress. 

~  Psalm 46:11

Going through the Rejoinder 
issued by the Chief  Minis-
ter’s Office in response to 
the Media & Press Bureau 

of  the NPF this morning, one is con-
vinced that a brand new Messiah has 
arrived in our midst to tell us that we 
Nagas have been living in ignorance, 
groping in the dark and following a po-
litical way of  life that is totally wrong 
and erroneous: Kiyanilie Peseyie, we 
are enlightened by this Messiah, is not 
and was never the Whip of  the NPF 
party!

We are informed that Kiyanilie Pe-
seyie was chosen by the leader of  the 
House in 2014. Forgive us if  we sound 
like Doubting Thomas, but pray tell, 
how do you explain the fact that it 
was the NPF President Dr Shurhoze-
lie liezietsu, and not the then leader 
of  the House TR Zeliang, who wrote 
to the Speaker of  the Naga legislative 
Assembly on November 14, 2014, ap-
pointing Kiyanilie Peseyie as the Chief  
Whip of  the NPF party, and the ap-
pointment was notified the next day by 
the Assembly Secretariat?

Of  course, this Mr Know-It-All 
would like to point out to us that we 
have been wallowing in ignorance all 
this while accepting Kiyanilie as the 
Whip of  the NPF, and that the pro-
ceedings of  the Assembly on February 
5, 2015 was a complete farce and that 
TR Zeliang’s ministry till February 22, 
2017 was an illegal regime accepted by 
moronic and shallow-brained citizenry!

Going by the response of  the CMO 
and the premise that it is the majority 
of  the legislators who appoint the Whip 
of  the party (doesn’t matter if  the leg-

islators are expelled or suspended from 
that very political party), one is at a loss 
to comprehend as to why Kuzholuzo 
Nienu’s Whip – he being appointed 
by the majority of  the NPF legislators 
way back in 2015 – was not accepted 
and why Kiyanilie’s Whip – who, we 
are now told, is never the Whip of  the 
NPF party – was accepted! Perhaps, we 
might be told by this latest Constitu-
tional Pundit, that the Speaker too, like 
us, was naïve and uninformed!

The general contention of  the CMO 
is that since the Chief  Minister has ma-
jority support of  the legislators in the 
Assembly, he, the Chief  Minister can 
appoint himself  as the Chief  Whip of  
the political party from which he has 
been expelled, and that he along with 
the legislators, being in the majority, 
can elect someone of  their choice to be 
the Interim President of  the party from 
which they are all either suspended or 
expelled! Now, this raises some perti-
nent legal and logical questions:

 How can an expelled member of  
the NPF become the Chief  Whip of  the 
very political party from which he has 
been expelled?

How can there be two Whips for a 
single political party in a single House?

Since when was the appointment 
of  Kiyanilie Peseyie as the Chief  Whip 
of  the NPF party dated November 14, 
2014 cancelled or rescinded?

Since when have the legislators of  
a political party been empowered/ au-
thorized to elect their own Whip with-
out the knowledge, consent or approval 
of  the political party they belong to?

When the intention of  the 91st 
amendment of  the Tenth Schedule of  

the Constitution of  India was to give 
“teeth” to the political parties to con-
trol their legislators, how is it possible 
that the legislature wing of  the politi-
cal party competent enough to elect its 
own Whip to dictate on the political 
party?

Which part of  the Tenth Sched-
ule of  the Constitution gives power or 
authority to the legislature wing to is-
sue directions to the legislators when 
it is clearly mentioned that a member 
of  a House belonging to any political 
party shall be disqualified for being a 
member of  the House “if  he votes or 
abstains himself  from voting in such 
House contrary to any direction issued 
by the political party to which he be-
longs…” Nowhere is there any whiff  
of  a mention that a member is liable to 
be disqualified if  he votes contrary to 
the direction issued by the “legislature 
party”!

This political Messiah may like to 
enlighten us rustics about the decision 
of  the Punjab & Haryana High Court 
in the case of  Ram Bilas Sharma V. 
Speaker, Haryana Vidhan Sabha (1997) 
wherein it was observed that a “legisla-
ture party” is not a separate entity and 
is nothing but a wing of  the Political  
Party. Furthermore, reference should 
be made to the ruling of  the Supreme 
Court in the cases of  Jagjit Singh V. 
State of  Haryana (2006) and Rajendra 
Singh Rana V Swami Prasad Maurya 
(2007) wherein the Court declared that 
reference to “original political party” 
cannot be construed to refer to the “leg-
islature party”!

Ramblings of  a political Messiah 
should not be and must not be taken 

seriously because these Messiahs pay 
flying visits to the State, assume that we 
are still living in the sticks, deliver lec-
tures, nay, sermons and disappear back 
to their comfort zones. And the politi-
cal Messiah in question today appears 
to be quite a Johnny-Come-lately be-
cause he seems to be ignorant of  the ex-
istence of  the Media & Press Bureau of  
the Naga People’s Front, Central Head-
quarters, which has been around since 
Donkey’s years, and could not refrain 
from terming the Bureau as “so called”, 
not even the grammatically correct “so-
called”, all through the write-up! Nor 
does the fellow, the Johnny-Come-late-
ly, seem to be aware of  what transpired 
at the General Convention of  the NPF 
on November 26, 2014 where it was 
decided to streamline the NPF Con-
stitution to address impediments for 
smooth and efficient functioning of  the 
Central office, and which was adopted 
by the Central Executive Council of  the 
party on January 29, 2016.

The NPF quite understands the need 
for visitors to the State to write whatev-
er comes to their mind, no matter even 
if  it is unadulterated crap, so that they 
can earn the favours of  their pay mas-
ters for their air fare and comfortable 
stay in the State. We are confident that 
the discerning Nagas public will forgive 
their transgressions in the true tradition 
of  Naga hospitality, and wish them well 
when the matters come up to the Courts 
for hearing.

Issued by:
Media & Press Bureau,

Naga People’s Front, 
Central Headquarters,

Kohima: Nagaland.

Despite demands for a ban on a game that is 
believed to have pushed a 14-year-old Mum-
bai boy to suicide, it may not be possible to 
bar the Blue Whale Challenge, an Internet 

expert said.
The ban issue was recently raised in the Mahar-

ashtra assembly and in the Rajya Sabha by members 
who called for provisions to remove such games from 
websites.

But the Challenge is not a game that can be down-
loaded on a phone or a website and therefore banned, 
Udbhav Tiwari from Centre of  Internet and Society 
here said.

“Since there is no application or one specific web-
site for the challenge, it can’t really be banned - not un-
less you completely ban the internet,” Tiwari told PTI.

Efforts by PTI to locate the game - on Play Store 
and a series of  websites - yielded no results. The chal-
lenge can only be undertaken when its creators get in 
touch with would-be users.

All downloads for Blue Whale led to children’s 
games that require an animated whale to cross various 
barriers.

Another Blue Whale challenge game, the link for 
which was provided to PTI by a cyber security expert, 
turned out to be a positive alternative for the notorious 
challenge, with players being asked to take part in mo-
tivational tasks such as doing push ups. The game ends 
with a message telling players that their life is precious.

But the deadly Blue Whale is a 50-day-challenge, 
which is believed to have originated in Russia and 
claimed over 130 lives across Russia and the Central 
Asian countries of  Kazakhstan and Kyrgyzstan, where 
it is said to be trending.

Mumbai boy Manpreet Sahani, who allegedly 
jumped from the terrace of  his seven-storey building 
on July 30, could be the challenge’s first victim in India.

The game gives a task a day - each one potentially 
fatal - to the player for 50 days.

The tasks range from “carve with a razor ‘f57’ 
on your hand”, and “wake up at 4.20 am and watch 
psychedelic and scary videos that the curator sends” in 
the initial days, to going to the “rail tracks at 4.20 am”, 
“not talking to anyone else”, and finally “jumping off  
a high building to take your own life” on the 50th day.

The riven by a series of  hashtags connected with 
the game, the curators apparently spot their victims 
based on their posts on different online forums.

“The administrators of  the challenge use different 
online forums to reach out to their victims.

It can be Instagram, Facebook, WhatsApp or any 
other online forum,”  Tiwari said.

For instance, a journalist from NB Bishkek news 
(Kyrgystan) writes in a personal account on the web-
site about registering on Instagram as a teenage girl, 
and then making “a couple of  naive posts, depressive 
photos” and specific tags.

“After a day, they knocked on my face. - Are you in 
Game? - yes,” the journalist writes on NB Bishkek news.

What would make a teenager seek out this chal-
lenge in the first place? Psychiatrist Sameer Malhotra 
explained that they were at an “impressionable” age, 
where “validation from the world around” seemed im-
perative to them.

“For them, the external environment becomes a 
source of  inspiration, which is why they are willing to 
do anything to prove/justify/live up to a certain im-
age,” he said.

There was also an increase in risk taking behaviour 
during adolescence, Dr Malhotra from the Department 
of  Mental Health and Behavioural Sciences at Max Su-
per Speciality Hospital here said.

“People in such situations and with such vulnerable 
behavioural patterns often lose control, resulting in self  
harm,” he said.

Those participants who might have expressed a de-
sire to quit the “game” midway were apparently threat-
ened.

A February report by Radio Free Europe/Radio 
liberty, a US government-funded broadcasting or-
ganisation, said one of  their correspondents who had 
signed up for the challenge as a 15-year old asked what 
would happen if  she wanted to get out.

The curator replied, “I have all your information. 
They will come after you.”

Tiwari advised parents to use online tools to regu-
late surfing to keep an eye on children’s Internet activi-
ties.

“It’s not possible to keep children away from the 
internet today. The best thing to do is keep an eye on 
the websites they surf, the content they are looking up 
on Google,” he said.

Mumbai-based psychologist Harish Shetty called 
for “gadget hygiene”.

“There should be rationing of  the gadget time by 
keeping a watch on what children do and don’t. Par-
ents should ask the children to play with their hands 
and legs and not with their fingers,” he said.

Instagram and Facebook have come up with meas-
ures where a user is directed to a help page when they 
search for hashtags related to the blue whale challenge.

“Posts with words or tags you’re searching for often 
encourage behavior that can cause harm and even lead 
to death. If  you’re going through something difficult, 
we’d like to help,” reads the page on Instagram.

It gives a user three options - “Talk to a friend”, 
“Contact a helpline” and “Get tips and support”.

Investigators in the West are hoping to zero in on 
the people behind the game.

One of  its founders is believed to be a 22-year-old 
Russian, Filipp Budeikin, who was arrested last No-
vember for allegedly inciting teenagers to take their 
lives.

He had reportedly said the challenge aimed at 
“cleansing society” by eliminating “people who are 
worthless”.

Source: PTI

a Political Messiah has Come to Nagaland!

Blue Whale: Underground, Unknown and Dangerous
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Today’s ASTro-prediCTion

Aries (MAr 21 - Apr 19): Today is a rela-
tively calm day that’s sure to please you, Aries. 
You may even receive gifts from family and 
friends as marks of their esteem or love for you. 

This is just the kind of reassurance you need. Though you 
have a fairly subtle influence in your relationships with oth-
ers, it’s nevertheless essential to you to be a good friend.

TAurus (Apr 20 - MAy 20): Everyone 
knows that nothing can stop you when you’re 
determined to get something done. As long as 
other people are on your side today, you will 

be amazed at all the things you can accomplish. But don’t 
get too excited, Taurus, because it’s time to take care of  
those thankless tasks that no one wants to deal with. You 
may need other people’s help to get them done.

GeMini (MAy 21 - Jun 21): You may be 
considering taking a trip or planning a party 
with some friends, Gemini. You may find out 
today that it’s up to you to do all the organiz-

ing. This won’t bother you too much because you know 
you’ll do it right. Why don’t you think about really trying 
to outdo yourself  and plan something special that your 
friends will never forget?

CAnCer (Jun 22 - Jul 22): This could be 
the luckiest day of  the month, Cancer. But as-
trology also takes your role into account. In 
other words, luck is something you have to 

work for. If  you seem to have an incredible streak of  luck 
today, it’s probably because you did something earlier to 
make it happen!

leo (Jul 23 - AuG 22): If  you get asked 
to lead a team in your personal or profes-
sional life, jump at the chance. Today you 
will get all the support you need, Leo. 

Don’t be afraid that you’re not good enough. Things 
will come together without your having to do much 
at all. Besides, you already know that people are on 
your side!

VirGo (AuG 23 - sep 22): You couldn’t 
dream of  a better day to deal with all the little 
problems in your daily life - broken washing 
machine, money problems, minor health is-

sues. If  your doctor has given you a prescription, you 
can expect it would work like a miracle drug. Virgo, 
take care of  the little things. It will take less time than 
you think!

librA (sep 23 - oCT 22): Perhaps you can’t 
believe it, but it’s time to say goodbye to your rigid 
attitude. A little pleasure among all that serious-
ness and responsibility won’t do you any harm. 

This day could help you change your point of  view on life. 
This will feel great!

sCorpio (oCT 23 - noV 21): Life is 
helping you out at the moment, Scorpio. 
You might chalk it up to some divine power. 
Whatever it is, your guardian angel is always 

by your side. Perhaps you’d like to begin something new 
in your life, like moving or changing lifestyles. At the 
moment you can do anything you want to do. It will all 
work out just fine!

sAGiTTArius (noV 22 - DeC 21): 
Have you ever thought about writing or 
working for a company in which you can 
use your excellent communication skills, 

Sagittarius? The planetary alignment emphasizes 
writing and communication. It’s time to show the 
world that you have a gift and that people can count 
on you to do a great job. Think about the publishing 
business.

CApriCorn (DeC 22 - JAn 19):  If  
you’ve been thinking of  living somewhere 
else, Capricorn, today will push you to really 
want to move far away from the place you’re 

living now. Such a move could have consequences for 
your work situation or family life. It may be time to think 
seriously about what’s holding you back. Wouldn’t the 
people closest to you be happy to go along?

AquArius (JAn 20 - Feb 18): You have 
a great day ahead of  you, Aquarius. Every-
thing will work out like clockwork. By the end 
of  the day, you’ll still have the energy to do 

something fun with your evening. It’s a wonderful day for 
group activities. If  you aren’t involved in any, why not try 
a sport, hobby, music, or art?

pisCes (Feb 19 - MAr 20): You may have 
received some bad news concerning your fi-
nances, Pisces. This is probably the best day 
you could ask for out of  the whole month to 

deal with these problems. If  you want to come out of  this 
situation a winner, it may be necessary to approach things 
from a different angle than usual. Rest assured that things 
will probably work out just fine.

Amid fears of  losing export 
markets to other nations 
due to the ongoing unrest 
in the northern West Ben-

gal hills, Darjeeling’s tea planters are 
hoping that the Geographical Indica-
tion (GI) tag will enable them to re-
gain their market share in the future.

All plucking and manufacturing 
operations in Darjeeling’s 87 gardens 
have been suspended since June 9 due 
to the crisis in the region with an in-
definite shutdown continuing for over 
two months.

As a result, there is no availabil-
ity of  second flush premium quality 
tea in the export market, which is a 
“setback” to the industry and also to 
overseas buyers.

Darjeeling has been on the boil 
since June 8 after the principal hill 
party, the Gorkha Janmukti Morcha 
(GJM), renewed the movement for a 
separate Gorkhaland state. The GJM 
began the indefinite shutdown from 
June 12.

“Due to non-availability of  Dar-
jeeling tea, the buyers would not be 
able to get it. If  they are unable to 
get it, there is a possibility that play-
ers from other countries -- Nepal, Sri 
Lanka, Kenya -- will be able to make 
a breakthrough into the market,” 
Aditya Khaitan, Vice Chairman and 
Managing Director of  McLeod Rus-
sel India, the world’s largest bulk tea 
producer, told IANS.

Citing a 1984 situation when there 
was an export ban on CTC (crush tear 
curl) tea -- the most popular and large-
ly produced variety in the Indian do-
mestic market -- he said: “I heard that 
due to the export ban, lot of  English 
market players started buying Ken-
yan tea. Till now, it is difficult for us 
(the industry) to get back the market 
share that the industry had in 1984. 
The only concern is that if  the play-
ers change the blend and get tea from 
some other origin, Darjeeling may 
have difficulties in future. It is an ap-
prehension.”

Echoing Khaitan, Goodricke 
Group Ltd’s Managing Director A.N. 
Singh recently said the morning cup-
pa could not go empty, and as such, 
tea from other origins, which are simi-
lar to Darjeeling, would “make their 
way through”.

“Once the original tea is replaced 
by the blend, it (Darjeeling tea) would 
lose the market favour and this is our 
biggest fear,” he said.

It seemed obvious that the current 
year’s exports would be hit as the pro-
duction was only 2.07 million kgs in 
the January to June period, against 
8.13 million kgs during the entire 
2016.

However, Darjeeling’s tea planters 
are hoping that the GI tag to the varie-
ties of  muscatel flavour tea (a unique 
taste found in some variants of  Dar-
jeeling tea) would help the industry 
regain its market share in future, par-
ticularly once the supply normalises.

“People will look for alternatives 

when Darjeeling tea is not available. 
This is a short-term phenomenon. 
Due to the unique nature of  Darjeel-
ing tea, no one will be able to replace 
it completely and a GI tag should help 
in keeping its brand equity intact in 
the markets,” Ashok Lohia, former 
Chairman of  the Darjeeling Tea As-
sociation (DTA), told IANS.

Similarly, the present DTA Chair-
man, Binod Mohan, said: “Darjeeling 
tea is protected under the GI Act and 
I doubt if  any other origin tea can re-
place it. But there would be a short-
age in the market as the quantity of  
Darjeeling tea now available would be 
sold out in some point of  time.”

Meanwhile, faced with an “unu-
sual situation” arising out of  the in-
definite shutdown in the hills, Dar-
jeeling’s tea planters have sought 
“financial support” from the central 
government. “They (Tea Board) 
wanted a specific proposal and that is 
being prepared,” Mohan told IANS.

He said industry had earlier faced 
hardships, but it never experienced 
such a prolonged shutdown in the sec-
ond flush  production period.

The second flush production is 
considered the premium variety that 
contributes about 20 per cent of  the 
industry’s annual production and ac-
counts for approximately 40 per cent 
of  its annual revenue. The estimated 
loss to the industry has mounted to Rs 
350 crore, Mohan added.

(Bappaditya Chatterjee can be 
contacted at bappaditya.c@ians.in)

Many of us in the 40-plus bracket will 
recall youthful evenings in front of  the 
TV watching students battle it out in 
the Bournvita Quiz Contest. But since 

its last episode was aired, there has been no all-India 
show mounted on such a scale.

In recent times, we have had the National Olympi-
ads and NTSE (National Talent Search Exam) -- once 
again underlining the significance of  quiz platforms 
at the national level.

To reinvent the educa-
tion system and give students a break from 
traditional classroom learning, there is a dire need to 
revive the quiz culture in schools and colleges. And 
technology can act as a facilitator by bringing inno-
vation to quizzes and ensuring active participation 
among students.

Besides the obvious academic benefits of  expand-
ing a student’s knowledge and exploring new skills at 
an early age, quizzes redefine the education system in 
significant ways:

* interactive platform: Today, quizzes are inter-
active platforms where students are not participating 
to take home a prize or get famous overnight, but to 
gain knowledge, seek opportunities to excel beyond 

academics and secure their future.
* Changes scope of learning: Since questions are 

based out-of-syllabus and require critical thinking and 
extensive research, students get into the habit of  in-
novative learning from an early age.

* encourages team work: Students need to form 
teams while participating in quizzes, giving them an 
opportunity to hone their teamwork skills.

* bridges academia-industry gap: During inter-
views, recruiters have found that Indian students are 
good in theoretical knowledge but are not privy to in-

dustry knowledge because of  the 

current pattern of  curriculum. Hence, there is still 
a huge gap in preparing our students for the market.

Here, corporates can play a vital role by using 
quizzes to give students much-needed early exposure 
to make them skilled and job-ready. Many corporates 
have come up with their own unique online pro-
grammes in this regard.

The future of  quizzing lies in our desire to trans-
form learning for our students. While the tools are 
in abundance, the focus needs to be on the content. 
Quizzing is not just about GK, but about connecting 
the dots, reading between the lines and arriving at a 
conclusion. It needs to focus on logical reasoning.

(Piyush Gupta is President, Kestone IMS. He can be 
contacted at piyushg@kestone.com)

The nation has just celebrated Independence 
Day with great pomp and fervour -- but does 
this special occasion evoke similar sentiments 
among the Dalits living in the country? No, 

contends author Sujatha Gidla, who was born an “un-
touchable” and is now creating waves in US literary 
circles with a provocative memoir capturing the life of  
her community in India.

Until recently, Gidla was just another New Yorker, 
working as a conductor on the city Subway. But her 
recent memoir, “Ants among Elephants”, which not 
only details her memories of  growing up as a Dalit 
woman in India but also lists the many instances of  
“discrimination and humiliation” that she and her 
family were customarily subjected to, has thrust her 
into the limelight.

On how she responds to special occasions like 
Independence Day, the author said that, as children, 
they would admire iconic figures like Gandhi and Ne-
hru, and celebrate the day -- but things changed gradu-
ally as they become more aware.

“When I joined the RSU (Radical Students Union) 

we were told that (this) Independence was not real in-
dependence, that it was only transfer of  power. And 
now we don’t feel anything because we are not made 
to feel that we are Indians like other Indians.

“It is the same thing in the universities where I 
studied. I don’t have that pride of  my alma mater be-
cause we were not treated as equals. None of  us have 
that pride, not even my mother,” Gidla told IANS in 
an email interview from New York.

The author further quipped that, by and large, “this 
is not independence” for members of  her community.

“There have been many types of  discrimination in 
various parts of  the world. As far as I know, caste-
based discrimination is uniquely cruel. There is racism 
in America, but I will never compare it with caste and 
rather say that caste is much worse.

“I will also say this: Blacks here are murdered, they 
have been lynched. But I have never read about an-
other place where untouchables are fed excreta, made 
to drink urine and paraded naked. Even under slavery, 
the slave owners took care to feed their slaves in order 
to keep them fit to work. Untouchables in India never 
even had that,” Gidla said.

She reiterated that untouchability is neither a re-

ligious nor a cultural problem. It is rather a social 
problem and that there has to be “some sort of  funda-
mental change”; otherwise the Dalits will “continue 
to suffer”.

Elaborating on the “suffering” that she repeatedly 
mentions in the book, Gidla said most Dalits in India, 
particularly those trying to fight against the caste sys-
tem, live under constant duress due to verbal attacks 
and the threat of  physical violence.

“Our neighbours in India have been actively trying 
to kick my mom out of  her apartment. Her (upper) 
caste colleagues hate the fact that her daughter wrote 
a successful book.

“That is the irony; we cannot even celebrate the 
publication of  the book because we are afraid that it 
will make people around us unhappy. Even fellow un-
touchables are not posting it on social media for fear 
of  being exposed to their colleagues and (upper) caste 
friends as untouchables,” she elaborated.

Gidla’s grandparents converted to Christianity at 
the onset of  the 20th century and were educated at 
Canadian missionary schools. She too, with the help 
of  Canadian missionaries, studied physics at the Re-
gional Engineering College in Warangal, in what is 

Telangana today. She was also a researcher in applied 
physics at IIT-Madras.

Gidla initially worked as a developer in software 
design, then moved to banking but lost her job in 2009 
during the economic crisis. Finally, she took up the job 
of  a conductor at the New York Subway.

This book, Gidla said, initially began as an investi-
gation into the caste system but finally took the shape 
of  a memoir as her family members also enriched its 
pages with their personal experiences and reflections.

So what would bring “freedom” in the true sense 
to Gidla and her family, as also to over 300 million 
Dalits in India?

“True freedom is equal access to everything in so-
ciety -- education, jobs, etc, etc. When that is achieved, 
the prejudices will begin to disappear, but only gradu-
ally, not instantaneously. Without having equal access 
to economic betterment all these words about caste 
being an evil practice or we should treat untouchables 
with respect are meaningless,” she maintained.

The book has been published in the US by Farrar, 
Straus and Giroux, an imprint of  Macmillan publish-
ers, and is yet to hit the Indian market.

(Saket Suman can be contacted at saket.s@ians.in)

The world today is “locked” in more 
ways than one. Brutal inequal-
ity, dreadful terrorism, unashamed 
threats on territorial claims and 

bullying on nuclear missile attacks have all 
locked our civilisation in a spiral trajectory 
of  global hazards without any sign of  slow-
ing down.

Recent climate studies by Nature Cli-
mate Change, published on July 31, note 
that the world has also “locked” itself  in a 
way that has never happened in human his-
tory of  more than 800,000 years.

It reveals the steady and steep rise of  
warming of  the Earth’s temperature due to 
human induced green house gases (GHGs) 
that have already been emitted in the past, 
thereby locking the fate of  the Earth due to 
climate change. As per the study, there is 
only one per cent chance, irrespective of  the 
global action, to limit the temperature rise 
at 1.5 degrees Celsius -- the lower limit of  
the range of  warming agreed to in the 2015 
Paris accord.

Research published in May 2017 in the 
journal Geophysical Research Letters also 
stated that the Earth’s warming now is al-

ready on the way to touch 1.5 deg C and 
it will, in all certainty, cross that figure in 
nine years from now, whatever kind of  ef-
forts we make.

As for the upper warming limit of  2 
degrees Celsius pledged in the Paris agree-
ment, many scientists, including those 
who wrote the fifth assessment reports of  
the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate 
Change (IPCC), warn that crossing of  2 
degrees Celsius warming would be cata-
strophic to humanity. In reality, this upper 
limit is called the death zone and may trig-
ger “runaway” climate change, leading to 
globally disastrous and uncontrolled chain 
of  extreme events that would signal the be-
ginning of  extinction of  life on Earth.

The European Commission’s Joint Re-
search Centre this month published a study, 
based on one by Lancet Planetary Health, 
that hinted at the beginning of  the global 
catastrophe. It said that the deaths caused 
by extreme weather in Europe could rise 
from 3,000 a year between 1981 and 2010 
to 50 times that figure -- 152,000 a year -- 
between 2071 and 2100. Europeans have 
the best social health system in the world 
to protect themselves and those numbers 
would look minuscule if  we think of  what 

would happen in poor developing coun-
tries.

With the rise in temperature, one of  the 
scenarios is related to melting of  glaciers, 
permafrost -- Arctic and the Antarctic. The 
ice-melt would result in releasing massive 
emissions of  GHGs like CO2 and methane 
trapped for centuries under the ice which 
would warm the planet more and cause 
more melt, thus “locking” the Earth in a vi-
cious cycle. Last week a study published by 
the Geological Society of  London revealed 
that there are 91 volcanoes, not known 
before, buried under the ice in Antarctica 
which, if  exposed due to ice melt, can be-
come live and belch out massive amounts 
of  GHGs and warm the planet at unprec-
edented speed -- thawing more ice. Less ice 
also means less white surface to reflect the 
sunlight and heat back into space, thereby 
causing more warming.

As the world’s oceans warm, not only 
is marine life at risk of  extinction, but the 
massive stores of  dissolved carbon dioxide 
may be quick to bubble out into the atmos-
phere and further amplify temperature rise, 
thus continuing the cycle towards runaway 
climate change.

This month’s real “breaking news” was 

of  the breaking away of  large icebergs -- 
three times the size of  Mauritius -- from 
Antarctica’s fourth-largest ice shelf. The 
icebergs, being a floating mass, do not raise 
the sea level. However, Antarctica’s gla-
ciers, which are held in place by the walls 
of  the icebergs would now start emptying 
into the sea, which would start raising the 
sea-level.

The more stunning possibility that 
has become a subject of  hot debate in the 
realms of  the science of  oceanography is 
the disruption in oceanic currents. The de-
bate revolves around the scenario that the 
melting ice from the poles may cause the 
huge ocean currents -- called heat conveyor 
belts, keeping the northern countries warm 
and causing healthy rain patterns, includ-
ing monsoon rains -- to either slow down 
or stop or reverse. The consequences are 
not well established but this could well be 
the “black hole” of  uncertainties. Some sci-
entists have already observed the slowing 
down of  the ocean currents.

To top it all, on August 4, the US served 
notice on the United Nations that it “in-
tends to exercise its right to withdraw from 
the (Paris Climate) Agreement”. This has 
created a situation that would “slow down 

the conveyor belts of  diplomacy”, accord-
ing to a climate negotiator from a small is-
land country.

The Paris Climate Agreement, interest-
ingly, entered into force on November 4, 
2016. Under Article 28 of  that agreement, 
withdrawal by a country that has ratified 
the pact -- which the US did when Barack 
Obama was the President -- is possible only 
after three years from the date of  entry into 
force. Further, such withdrawal would be 
effective “upon expiry of  one year from the 
date of  receipt of  the notification of  the 
withdrawal”. Thus, the earliest US with-
drawal can take place only on November 4, 
2020, around the time when its next Presi-
dent would be declared.

Is President Donald Trump himself  
“locked” in Article 28 or is the world 
“locked” in Trumpian ambiguity? What-
ever the case, the key to unlock the climate 
puzzle may need a flood of  positive runa-
way efforts on a planetary scale.

(Rajendra Shende is Chairman, TERRE 
Policy Centre, an IIT alumnus and former 
director of  the UNEP. The views expressed 

are personal. He can be contacted at shende.
rajendra@gmail.com)

Planters Apprehensive About Future of 
Darjeeling Tea Exports, Pin Hopes on GI Tag

Four Reasons Why Quizzing 
is Important For Students

‘Independence Was Only Transfer of Power; True Freedom is Equal Access to Everything for Everyone’ 

Despite the Rhetoric, the US Can’t Pull Out of Paris Pact Before Nov 4, 2020
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Police on high alert after 2 blasts in Bengal hills Talks on merger moves a step 
forward, says Panneerselvam

9 officials suspended amid allegations 
of 173 cows deaths in a week 

3500 feral dogs get sterilised in Jammu 

Haryana health dept busts sex 
determination racket in Punjab

Darjeeling, August 20 (IANS): 
Police in northern West Bengal 
hills has been put on “high alert” 
and counter-insurgency strategies 
enforced after two major blasts in 24 
hours in Darjeeling and Kalimpong, 
an official said on Sunday.

“All police stations have been 
put on high alert. The security proto-
col followed in insurgency-hit areas 
is being followed here,” Kalimpong 
Superintendent of Police Ajit Singh 
Yadav told IANS.

“New types of  weapons have 
been issued to policemen,” he said.

Civic volunteer Rakesh Raut 
was killed and a Home Guard and 
a Seema Sashastra Bal trooper were 
injured in a blast outside Kalimpong 
police station on Saturday night.

The explosion occurred less 

than 24 hours after a blast in the 
heart of  Darjeeling hill town that 
damaged a few shops and triggered 
tension.

“A high-intensity explosive was 
used in Kalimpong,” the official 
said.

Kalimpong District Magistrate 
Vishwanath said prohibitory orders 
under Section 144 of  the Code 
of  Criminal Procedure had been 
imposed since August 10 for one 
month, adding that police was tak-
ing additional measures for security.

“Section 144 was imposed with-
in a radius of 100 metres of all gov-
ernment properties in Kalimpong 
from August 10 to September 10. 
Additional security steps has been 
taken up by police after the blast,” 
Viswanath told IANS.

Tourism Minister Gautam Deb 
condemned the blasts and claimed 
the explosives were brought from 
outside the country.

He said everyone should put 
aside political differences and come 
together to ensure security in north 
Bengal hills, which is critically 
positioned vis-a-vis neighbouring 
countries.

Both blasts took place on the 
69th day of the indefinite shutdown 
called by the Gorkha Janamukti 
Morcha (GJM), which wants a 
separate Gorkhaland in the north 
Bengal hills.

Police said the blast in Darjeeling 
was caused by an Improvised Explo-
sive Device. A FIR was registered 
against three Morcha leaders, includ-
ing GJM chief Bimal Gurung.

The GJM leadership denied the 
charges and claimed the blast was 
the handiwork of  those who did 
not want Gorkhaland to come into 
existence. The GJM on Sunday 
demanded that the closed-circuit 
television footage from outside 
Kalimpong police station be made 
public.

“We condemn the blasts. Inves-
tigative agencies should thoroughly 
probe these incidents. We also 
demand that the CCTV footage 
from the Kalimpong police station 
be made public so that everyone 
knows what happened,” GJM 
leader Swaraj Thapa said.

Gurung said he had written 
to Union Home Minister Rajnath 
Singh to demand a high-level in-
quiry into the blasts.

Rajapalayam (TN), August 
20 (PTI): Rebel AIADMK 
leader O Panneerselvam 
today said talks on the 
merger of  factions led by 
him and Chief  Minister K 
Palaniswami have moved a 
step forward and a “good” 
decision would be reached 
shortly.

“I had informed that 
the merger talks are already 
progressing smoothly. It 
has progressed one more 
step...A good decision will 
be attained shortly as de-
sired by you,” he told re-
porters here after a meeting 
with his party functionaries.

Yesterday, Panneersel-
vam had said that talks on 
the merger of  the factions 
were going on smoothly 
and a positive result was 
expected in a “day or two”.

Palaniswami, too, had 
said he was confident that 
“both the factions would 

merge soon”.
In Erode, AIADMK 

Amma faction veteran and 
Education Minister K A 
Sengottaiyan echoed him.

“It will be good deci-
sion and it will happen to 
the liking of the cadres and 
people,” he told reporters re-
ferring to the ‘positive views’ 
expressed by both Panneer-
selvam and Palaniswami.

Party sources indicated 
the merger might fructify 
tomorrow if  an agreement 
was reached on the question 
of Sasikala’s “formal expul-
sion,” as demanded by the 
Panneerselvam faction.

There were also some 
issues like the role envis-
aged for top functionaries 
of  Panneerselvam camp 
including K P Munusamy 
and E Madhusudanan in 
the unified party, they said.

The merger talks have 
gained momentum after 

Palaniswami on August 17 
announced that a inquiry 
commission would be set 
up to probe the death of late 
chief  minister Jayalalithaa 
and her Poes Garden resi-
dence would be converted 
into a memorial, two of the 
key demands put forth by 
Panneerselvam camp.

Though the merger 
was expected to material-
ise on Friday night, it did 
not come through amid 
reported divergent views 
among the members of the 
Panneerselvam faction.

However, Panneersel-
vam cleared the air yester-
day, saying a positive result 
was expected in a day or 
two.

Pa n n e e r s e l va m ,  a 
former chief  minister, had 
revolted against the leader-
ship of jailed party chief V 
K Sasikala in February last, 
causing a split in the party.

Raipur, August 20 (PTI): Nine officials, 
including two deputy directors, of  Chhat-
tisgarh animal husbandry department have 
been suspended amid allegations that 173 
cows have died in about one week at three 
shelters, one of which is run by a local BJP 
leader.

Chhattisgarh Rajya Gau Sewa Ayog 
chairman Bisheshar Patel today claimed 
that 52 deaths had taken place at Shagun 
gaushala in Rajpur village of Durg district, 
106 at Phoolchand gaushala and 15 at 
Mayuri gaushala in Godmarra and Rano 
villages respectively of Bemetara district.

Taking cognisance, state Agriculture 
and Animal Husbandry Minister Brijmo-
han Agrawal has suspended nine officers of  
the department for “negligence in discharg-
ing their duties” and issued a show cause 
notice to Gau Sewa Aayog’s secretary, a 
government statement said.

Those suspended include the depart-
ment’s deputy directors in Durg and Beme-
tara and seven veterinarians.

The minister, who is on an official tour 
of Israel, had sought a report from the ani-
mal husbandry director, S K Pandey, on the 

incident by August 19.
Based on the preliminary finding that 

indicated grave negligence on the part of  
these officers, the action was taken, the 
government statement said.

The minister later also sought a report 
within three days on the condition of  all 
cow shelters in the state, it said.

The police today took into custody two 
office-bearers of Phoolchand guashala and 
one of Mayuri cow shelter in Bemetara and 
they were being questioned, an official at 
Parpodi police station in the district said.

The chairpersons of the two gaushalas 
were absconding, he said.

According to Patel, lack of  manage-
ment and proper facilities at the cow shel-
ters led to the deaths.

The cattle from these shelters were being 
shifted to other shelters, he said.

Meanwhile, an official of  the animal 
husbandry department said teams of  sen-
ior veterinarians were deployed in these 
shelters to provide treatment to the ailing 
animals and for their regular monitoring.

In the past two days, 152 cows were 
provided treatment, he said.

Jammu, August 20 (PTI): 
To contain the adverse im-
pact of burgeoning wild dog 
population in Jammu, the 
city Municipal Corporation 
has conducted sterilisation 
and immunisation of 3500 
feral dogs here, an official 
said.

“Till date more than 
3500 stray dogs have been 
sterilised and immunised 
wardwise in Jammu city and 

the programme is gathering 
pace due to utilisation of  
additional infrastructure and 
staff,” Jammu Municipal 
Corporation (JMC), Com-
missioner, M Raju said here. 

The JMC will organise 
awareness camps as well as 
anti- rabies and anti-scabies 
camps in the areas falling 
within the municipal limits, 
he said. 

The commissioner has 

also given directions that 
raids should be conduct-
ed on bird sellers and pet 
breeders who are running 
their businesses illegally.

Officials said that a 
team of officials confiscated 
several birds after a raid.

According to Raju, no 
advertisements of  sale of  
birds from any such selling 
unit shall be allowed within 
the JMC limits.

Chandigarh, August 20 (PTI): A health de-
partment team from Haryana’s Panchkula 
today busted an alleged sex determination 
racket being run at a private hospital in 
Punjab’s Fatehgarh Sahib district.

The raid at the hospital was conducted 
after coordinating with the Fatehgarh Sahib 
deputy commissioner and chief  medical 
officer, Panchkula Deputy Commissioner 
Gauri Prashar Joshi said.

On a tip-off, a team from the Panchkula 
district administration sent a decoy custom-
er, hailing from Haryana, to the hospital, 
she said.

The team then carried out a raid after 
the hospital staff  conducted sex determina-
tion tests. They were caught red-handed 

with the amount paid by the decoy cus-
tomer, the officer claimed in a release.

The department had information that 
some people from Haryana were being 
lured by the touts for sex determination test 
at the private hospital at Fatehgarh Sahib, 
Joshi said.

The officer said that Rs 10,000 and Rs 
7,000 was recovered from a doctor and a 
tout, respectively. During the raid, the team 
also discovered that the clinic was not reg-
istered, she said.

A case was being registered against 
the doctor, a helper and two touts. Further 
investigation is underway, the officer added.

Notably, both Haryana and Punjab are 
infamous for their adverse sex ratio.

New Delhi, August 20 (PTI): 
The railways said today that it 
has distributed a total of  Rs 25 
lakh so far as ex-gratia to the 
affected passengers and the kin 
of  the dead in the Utkal Express 
accident.

“Forty per cent of  the passen-
gers are insured under the e-ticket 
scheme. Other than that, the 
railways pays its own compensa-
tion as well as ex-gratia,” he told 
reprters here.

Railway Minister Suresh Pra-
bhu has announced that Rs 3.5 
lakh will be paid to the kin of  the 
dead, Rs 50,000 to the grievously 
injured and Rs 25,000 to those 
with minor injuries.

“We have paid a total of  Rs 
25 lakh as of  now,” he said.

Under the insurance scheme 
started by Prabhu in 2016, pas-
sengers are given the option of  
insurance cover at the time of  
booking the ticket on the website 
of  the Indian Railway Cater-
ing and Tourism Corporation 
(IRCTC).

If  a passenger decides to opt 
for it, then the premium amount 

is added to the ticket cost.
The cover includes death or 

total disability insurance of  Rs 10 
lakh; partial disability insurance 
of  up to Rs 7.5 lakh; hospitalisa-
tion expenses of  up to Rs 2 lakh. 
The facility is available to those 
who book e-tickets through the 
IRCTC platform and does not 
include the suburban trains.

The scheme is available only 
for confirmed and reservation 
against cancellation (RAC) ticket 
holders and covers all passengers 
except children below 5 years and 
foreign citizens.

The railways also provides 
compensation under the Railway 
Act, 1989 to passengers who are 
victims of  accidents.

Under it, the amount of  com-
pensation payable in case of  
death is Rs 4 lakhs. For injuries, 
the amount varies from Rs 32,000 
to Rs 4,00,000 depending on their 
nature.

This, however, brings down 
the compensation figure an-
nounced by Northern Railways 
in the Utkal Express derailment 
in its release which said that the 

number of  injured was 97 and 
the total deaths in the derailment 
was 21.

“We have come to this list 
after meeting passengers in seven 
hospitals. Our director general, 
health services provided us this 
list of  injured and dead. Ninety-
two is our final figure of  the 
injured out of  which 22 are griev-
ously injured. Seventy people 
have simple injuries and 20 are 
dead,” Jamshed said.

“However, we assure you 
that every passenger even if  he 
is suffering from the most minor 
injury will get assistance from 
the railways whether medical or 
ex-gratia,” he said.

Jamshed said that eight 
coaches of  the derailed have so 
far been put on the track and the 
other five will be “rerailed” by 
tonight.

“The traffic on that line will 
be restored by 10 pm today,” he 
said.

The affected passengers have 
been sent to Haridwar by buses 
and taxis and all arrangements 
have been made for them, he said.

New Delhi, August 20 (IANS): 
The government on Sunday sus-
pended four railway officials and 
sent the General Manager of  
Northern Railway on leave follow-
ing the derailment of the Kalinga 
Utkal Express that killed 22 pas-
sengers.

Based on prima facie evidence, 
a Junior Engineer (Permanent 

Way), a Senior Section Engineer 
(Permanent Way), an Assistant 
Engineer and a Senior Divisional 
Engineer have been suspended, a 
Railway Ministry statement said. 

It said that the Chief  Track 
Engineer of  Northern Railway 
was also transferred while the 
Divisional Rail Manager, Delhi, 
and the General Manager of the 

Northern Railway as well as the 
Railway Board’s Member (Engi-
neering) were sent on leave.

Fourteen coaches of the train 
derailed on Saturday evening at 
Khatauli in Muzaffarnagar district 
in Uttar Pradesh. More than 150 
people were injured. Railway offi-
cials admitted that negligence by its 
staff was to blame for the disaster.

Patna, August 20 (IANS): 
RJD chief  Lalu Prasad on 
Sunday said his party would 
intensify its agitation to 
demand resignation and 
jailing of Bihar Chief Min-
ister Nitish Kumar and his 
deputy in the Rs 1,000 crore 
Srijan scam.

“The RJD will inten-
sify its agitation to demand 
their resignation after the 
August 27 party rally. We 
will continue our agitation 
till Nitish Kumar and his 
deputy Sushil Kumar Modi 
are sent to jail,” Lalu Prasad 
told media persons here.

The former Chief Min-
ister said he strongly sus-
pected that fear of  Srijan 
scam made Nitish Kumar 
a ‘Paltu Ram’ (political 
turncoat) within two hours 
to break away from the 
Grand Alliance and form 
a new government with the 
Bharatiya Janata Party.

He said government 
funds were transferred to 
private accounts between 
2005 and 2013 when BJP 
leader Sushil Kumar Modi 
was Finance Minister and 
Deputy Chief Minister and 

Nitish Kumar the Chief  
Minister.

Nitish Kumar on Thurs-
day night recommended 
a Central Bureau of  In-
vestigation probe into the 
Srijan scam and directed 
the Chief  Secretary and 
Director General of  Police 
to hand over the case to the 
central agency.

On Thursday, Lalu 
Prasad and his son and 
Leader of  Opposition Te-
jashwi Yadav demanded the 
CBI probe. Tejashwi ques-
tioned the delay by Nitish 
Kumar in recommending 
it in view of  his “repeated 
claims of  zero tolerance 
against corruption.”

Lalu Prasad said it was 
not a scam but a mega scam 
of Rs 15,000 crore, accusing 
the Chief Minister of sitting 
on the official files and try-
ing his level best to suppress 
it for four years.

He said in 2013, the 
then Bhagalpur District 
Magistrate ordered a probe 
into the case but the report 
was suppressed by Nitish 
Kumar. Eight persons have 
been arrested in the case.

Patna, August 20 (IANS): 
The flood situation re-
mained grim in Bihar while 
the death toll rose to 253 on 
Sunday, an official said

A Bihar Disaster Man-
agement Department of-
ficial said 126.87 lakh per-
sons in 1,965 panchayats 
under 171 blocks in 18 
districts have been affected 
by the floods.

According to an official 
release, till date 7,21,704 
people have been evacu-
ated to safe places by the 
rescue teams of  the Army, 
the National Disaster Re-
sponse Force and the State 
Disaster Response Force, 
while the government has 
set up 1,358 relief  camps 
in which 4,21,824 people 
are living.

“For the flood victims, 
2,569 community kitchens 
have been set up,” the of-
ficial said.

“Major rivers in spate 
have breached banks, in-
undated new areas and 
displaced thousands since 
last week, washing away 
hundreds of  huts and dam-
aging buildings, roads, 
bridges and standing crops 
worth crores of  rupees,” 
he said.

He said thousands of  
people have been forced to 
flee their homes after flood 
waters entered their vil-
lages and have taken shelter 
at high places including 
school buildings and em-
bankments.

Muzaffarnagar/New Delhi, 
August 20 (IANS): Authorities 
on Sunday registered a criminal 
complaint against unknown 
people for mischief and causing 
deaths by negligence and began 
a probe into the Saturday train 
accident in Uttar Pradesh amid 
varying casualty figures.

Mohd Jamshed from the 
Railway Board told the media 
in New Delhi that the disaster 
involving the Kalinga Utkal Ex-
press at Khatauli in Muzaffarna-
gar district claimed 20 lives and 
left 92 injured. Twenty-two of  
them were in critical condition. 

But  o f f ic ia l s  in  Ut tar 
Pradesh put the death toll at 
24 and announced an end to 
rescue work. At least 156 peo-
ple were injured, they said. The 
injured were being treated at 
medical facilities in Muzaffar-
nagar and Meerut.

In New Delhi, Railway Min-
ister Suresh Prabhu said he 
had told the Chairman of  the 
Railway Board to fix responsi-
bility for the disaster by Sunday 
evening on the strength of prima 
facie evidence. 

“Will not allow laxity in op-
erations by the Board,” Prabhu 
tweeted.

Jamshed said the railways 
were probing the accident from 
all angles and a case had been 
registered by the railway po-
lice under relevant sections for 
“causing damage or destruction 
of  railway properties, for mis-
chief, for death by negligence, 
for causing grievous hurt, injur-
ing lives by overlooking safety”.

He admitted that some 
maintenance work was under 
way at the accident site and 

safety authorities would look 
into possible sabatoge and “if  
all precautions were taken” 
while the repair work was being 
conducted.

“Some track maintenance 
equipment (apparently left be-
hind by repair workers) were 
found at the accident site. All 
these things will be investigated. 
Forensic help will be taken.”

A railway official requesting 
anonymity said it appeared that 
negligence was the prima facie 
reason that led to the tragedy. 
“Action against some senior of-
ficials is likely.”

The Kalinga Utkal Express 
was on its way from Puri in Odi-
sha to Haridwar in Uttarakhand 
on Saturday when some of  its 
coaches derailed at Khatauli. 
The accident was so severe that 
some of  the derailed coaches 
mounted on others.

As the authorities probed 
the reason for the crash, an un-
verified telephonic conversation 
apparently between two railway 
employees widely circulated on 
social media on Sunday hinted 
that “negligence” may have 
caused the accident.

The nearly 15-minute audio 
clip could not be verified inde-
pendently. Jamshed said they 
were looking into it.

One of  the men in the au-
dio clip apparently posted at a 
crossing near the accident site 
says “poor patrolling” on the 
track where maintenance work 
was under way was one of  the 
causes.

“Welding work was under 
way at a section of the railway 
track... but the workers did not 
fix the block of the track and left 

it loose. Gates near the crossing 
were closed. A piece (of  the 
track) was not fixed and when 
the Utkal Express arrived, 14 of  
its coaches got derailed,” one of  
the railway employees is heard 
saying.

“Neither the line, on which 
the work was under way, was 
fixed nor they had put any flag 
or a signboard (as a stop sig-
nal). The accident occurred 
due to negligence. It seems all 
(concerned employees) will be 
suspended,” he says.

The other replies that heads 
will roll and all including “Jun-
ior Engineer and other officials” 
were likely to face action.

They also tell each other 
that the workers had left some 
equipment between the tracks 
after finishing their work. “At 
least they could have removed 
the machine and put a red flag 
there, perhaps the tragedy could 
have been averted.”

Railways spokesperson Anil 
Saxena told IANS that a terror 
angle was not being been ruled 
out. 

The railway staff  was work-
ing to clear the derailed coaches 
and repair the damaged tracks 
as all trains on the route have 
been diverted. The operation 
to resume services on the track 
was expected to be completed 
by Sunday night.

A Home Department offi-
cial said 90 ambulances and four 
teams of the National Disaster 
Relief  Force were engaged in 
rescue work through the night 
but many relatives of  the dead 
and injured complained of lack 
of  ambulances to ferry the in-
jured to hospitals.

Rs 25 lakh disbursed so far as ex-gratia to accident victims: Railways

4 railway officials suspended, general manager sent on leave

Resign over Srijan scam, RJD 
tells Bihar CM, his deputy

Bihar flood toll 
reaches 253

Authorities hint negligence caused UP train disaster 
Congress President Sonia Gandhi paying tributes to former Prime Minister Rajiv Gandhi on his birth 
anniversary at Veer Bhumi  in New Delhi on Sunday.

PTI

Jammu: 100 open-sky schools to get buildings
Jammu, August 20 (PTI): 
Near ly  100  open- sky 
schools in Jammu district, 
which often face closure 
due to bad weather, will 
get buildings by this year-
end under the Jammu and 
Kashmir government’s 
‘TAMIER’ project, an of-
ficial said today.

Sub-divisional magis-
trates have been assigned 
the job of  supervising the 
construction of these build-
ings by the rural develop-
ment department, District 
Development Commission-
er Shahid Iqbal Choudhary 
said.

“The target is to con-
struct 100 buildings by the 
end of  this year under the 

‘TAMIER’ project,” he 
said.

Students in remote ar-
eas of the district face hard-
ships due to lack of proper 
infrastructure at open-sky 
schools, which functioning 
without buildings and of-
ten face closure due to bad 
weather.

Choudhary, who is 
heading a district-level 
committee to monitor the 
progress of  construction 
on a weekly basis, said the 
project is expected to be 
completed before the end 
of this year.

The education depart-
ment has sponsored 45-
50 per cent funds for the 
project while the remaining 

funds are being provided 
under convergence of  vari-
ous schemes, the officer 
said.

He said that an as-
sessment of  the open-sky 
schools was done in June, 
and it was found that 163 
schools in the district do not 
have a building.

“Accordingly a project 
was worked out with con-
vergence of  schemes and 
manpower of  departments 
as well as community re-
sources for providing build-
ings to open-sky schools,” 
the officer said.

The 100 buildings will 
replace the open-sky schools 
this year. This would benefit 
3,400 students, Choudhary 

said, adding that the schools 
selected have enrolment of  
20 and above.

The  r emain ing  63 
schools, with enrolment be-
low 20 and without school 
buildings, would be taken 
up during the second phase 
of the project next year, he 
said.

State land was provided 
for nearly 70 schools while 
the remaining schools are 
being built on community 
or private lands for which 
donations are being sought, 
the officer said.

The highest, 20 build-
ings are coming up in Ko-
teranka followed by 14 in 
Darhal, 10 in Thanamandi, 
and nine each in Manja-

kote, Peeri, Baljarallan and 
Khwas zones, he said.

Five buildings are being 
constructed in Moughla, 
four in Kalakote, three each 
in Rajnagar, Doongi and 
Dandesar, and one each 
in Nowshera and Lower 
Hathal, Choudhary said.

“These schools have a 
total enrolment of  3,181 
students in the current year, 
which is expected to nearly 
double with the construc-
tion of  these buildings,” 
he said.

Choudhary said that an 
independent inter-depart-
mental engineering team 
would inspect the construc-
tion of  the buildings for 
quality.

Rajiv Gandhi birth anniversary
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People pay respects at a memorial tribute of flowers, messages and candles to the victims on Barcelona’s 
historic Las Ramblas promenade on the Joan Miro mosaic, embedded in the pavement where the van 
stopped after killing at least 13 people in Barcelona, Spain, Saturday, Aug. 19, 2017. 

Barcelona, August 20 (PTI/
AP): Police put up scores of  
roadblocks across northeast 
Spain today in hopes of  
capturing a fugitive suspect 
from the 12-member Islamic 
extremist cell that staged two 
vehicle attacks and plotted 
much deadlier carnage us-
ing explosives favoured by 
Islamic State militants.

Complicating the man-
hunt, though, was the fact 
that police have so far been 
unable to officially identify 
who exactly is at large.

While police have identi-
fied the 12 members of the 
cell, three people remain un-
accounted for: two believed 
killed when the house where 
the plot was being hatched 
exploded Wednesday, and a 
suspected fugitive, Catalan 
police official Josep Lluis 
Trapero told reporters today.

Tr a p e r o  d e c l i n e d 
to confirm that Younes 
Abouyaaquoub, a 22-year-
old Moroccan, was the one 
at large and the suspected 
driver of the van that plowed 
down Barcelona’s Las Ram-
blas promenade Thursday, 
killing 13 people and injur-
ing 120.

Another attack hours 
later killed one person and 
injured others in seaside 
town of Cambrils.

“We are working in that 
line,” Trapero said. But he 
added: “We don’t know 
where he is.” 

Another police official 
did confirm that three vans 
tied to the investigation were 
rented with Abouyaaquoub’s 
credit card: The one used 
in the Las Ramblas car-
nage, another found in the 
northeastern town of Ripoll, 

where all the main attack 
suspects lived, and a third 
found in Vic, on the road 
between the two.

Police believe the cell 
members had planned to fill 
the vans with explosives and 
create a massive attack in 
the Catalan capital. Trapero 
confirmed that more than 
100 tanks of butane gas were 
found at the Alcanar house 
that exploded, as well as 
ingredients of the explosive 
TATP, which was used by 
the Islamic State group in 
attacks in Paris and Brussels.

“Our thesis is that the 
group had planned one or 
more attacks with explosives 
in the city of  Barcelona,” 
he said.

That plot was foiled, 
however, when the house in 
Alcanar blew up Wednesday 
night.

The investigation is 
also focusing on a missing 
imam, Abdelbaki Es Satty, 
who police think could have 
died in the Alcanar explo-
sion. Trapero confirmed 
the imam was part of  the 
investigation but said po-
lice had no solid evidence 
that he was responsible for 
radicalising the young men 
in the cell.

Es Satty in June abruptly 
quit working at a mosque 
in Ripoll and has not been 
seen since.

His former mosque 
denounced the deadly at-
tacks and weeping rela-
tives marched into a Ripoll 
square on Saturday, tear-
fully denying any knowl-
edge of  the radical plans 
of  their sons and brothers. 
Abouyaaquoub’s mother 
said his younger brother 

Hussein has also disap-
peared, as has the younger 
brother of one of five radi-
cals shot dead Friday by 
police during the Cambrils 
attack.

Everyone so far known 
in the cell grew up in Ri-
poll, a town in the Catalan 
foothills 100 kilometers (62 
miles) north of  Barcelona. 
Spanish police searched nine 
homes in Ripoll, including 
Es Satty’s, and set up road-
blocks. French police car-
ried out extra border checks 
on people coming in from 
Spain. 

Neighbours, family and 
the mayor of  Ripoll said 
they were shocked by news 
of  the alleged involvement 
of  the young men, whom 
all described as integrated 
Spanish and Catalan speak-
ers.

Dhaka, August 20 (PTI): 
Ten militants were today 
sentenced to death and nine 
others jailed for 20 years 
each by a court in Bang-
ladesh for attempting to 
assassinate Prime Minister 
Sheikh Hasina in 2000.

T h e  c o nv i c t s  h a d 
hatched the plot to kill 
Hasina in 2000 by planting 
a high-powered explosive 
device at an open ground at 
her village home in south-
western Gopalganj where 
she was scheduled to ad-
dress a public rally. Security 
officials, however, detected 
the bomb ahead of the rally.

On further investigation, 
outlawed Harkatul Jihad-e- 
Islami Bangladesh (HuJI) 
chief  Mufti Hannan, who 
was executed earlier this year 
in another case involving at-
tempted assassination of the 
then Bangladeshi-origin Brit-
ish High Commissioner, was 
found to be the mastermind 
of the plot.

Twenty-five suspects had 
been accused in the Special 
Powers Act case. Nine re-
ceived 20 years in prison and 
were fined 20,000 taka each, 
while four were acquitted.

“They (convicts) will be 
executed either by hanging 
or by shooting with permis-
sion of  the High Court,” 

Dhaka’s Speedy Trial Tribu-
nal-2 judge Mamtaz Begum 
said.

Only eight of  the ac-
cused faced the trial in per-
son while the rest were sen-
tenced in absentia.

Under the Bangladesh 
law, the death sentences 
would require to be endorsed 
by the High Court following 
an automatic death refer-
ence hearing. The convicts 
are allowed to file an appeal 
as well. The judgment came 
a Dhaka court nearly ended 
trial of another major assas-
sination attempt on Hasina 
while she was the opposition 
leader as the chief  of  the 
Awami League in 2004.

An influential group of  
the then ruling Bangladesh 
Nationalist Party (BNP) 
of ex-premier Khaleda Zia 
is believed to have master-
minded the plot engaging 
HuJI to execute it.

Hasina narrowly es-
caped the attack that killed 
23 people and injured hun-
dreds.

BNP leader and Zia’s 
son Tarique Rahman is be-
ing tried in the case in absen-
tia as a prime accused. 

“The verdict of the case 
is expected by the year end,” 
a court official familiar with 
the development 

Baghdad, August 20 (PTI/AFP): 
Iraqi forces today launched an 
assault to retake the northern city 
of Tal Afar from the Islamic State 
group, after ousting the jihadists 
from Mosul last month.

Tal Afar lies around 70 kilo-
metres (45 miles) west of second 
city Mosul, which Iraqi forces 
recaptured in early July in a major 
blow to the jihadists.

In a televised speech early 
Sunday, Prime Minister Haider al-
Abadi, dressed in military uniform 
and standing in front of  an Iraqi 
flag and map of the country, an-
nounced “the start of an operation 
to free Tal Afar”.

“I am saying to Daesh that 
there’s no choice other than to 
leave or be killed,” he said, using an 
alternative acronym for IS.

“We have won all our battles, 
and Daesh have always lost,” he 
said, telling his troops: “The entire 
world is with you.” 

Several hours after the start of  
the battle, the federal police said it 
had retaken the village of Al-Abra 
al-Sghira west of Tal Afar.

IS jihadists in June 2014 over-
ran Tal Afar, a Shiite enclave in 
the predominantly Sunni province 
of Nineveh, on the road between 
Mosul and Syria.

At the time, it had a population 
of around 200,000. Local officials 
said it was impossible to know the 
exact number still living inside the 
city.

Authorities have accused the 
approximately 1,000 jihadists in 

the city of  using civilians as hu-
man shields during Iraqi and US-
led coalition air strikes earlier this 
week in preparation for the ground 
assault.

Abadi said that Iraq’s Hashed 
al-Shaabi paramilitary forces 
would help army, police and coun-
ter-terrorism units to retake Tal 
Afar.

The umbrella organisation, 
which is dominated by Iran- 
backed Shiite militias, has already 
been fighting to retake a number of  
other Iraqi cities from IS.

“In the early hours, the guns 
and flags turned towards their 
targets,” said Hashed spokesman 
Ahmed al-Assadi.

“Victory is near” in Tal Afar, 
an “Iraqi city taken hostage and 
humiliated for years by attacks 
from these barbarians,” he said.

Even before the Abadi’s an-
nouncement, Iraqi planes had 
dropped leaflets to residents in 
Tal Afar and its surroundings, the 
Hashed said in a statement.

The authorities said they had 
set up a radio station to keep resi-
dents informed of developments.

IS overran large areas north 
and west of Baghdad in 2014, but 
Iraqi forces have since regained 
much of the territory.

Once Tal Afar is retaken, Iraqi 
authorities intend to turn their 
sights south to launch a fight to 
retake jihadist- held Hawijah, in the 
province of Kirkuk, 300 kilometres 
(185 miles) northwest of Baghdad.

Jihadists still hold areas in An-

bar, a western province that borders 
Syria and faces major security 
challenges.

IS has also suffered major set-
backs in Syria, where US- backed 
fighters have retaken around half  
of its de facto Syrian capital Raqa. 

Russia-supported Syrian troops 
have almost entirely encircled IS in 
Syria’s central desert region, and 
the jihadists are facing twin as-
saults from the Lebanese army and 
Shiite movement Hezbollah on the 
Lebanon-Syrian border.

Iraqi forces kill 66 IS  
militants near Mosul
Baghdad, August 20 (IANS): The 
Iraqi forces killed 66 Islamic State 
(IS) militants, including suicide 
bombers,near the city of Mosul in 
Iraq, defence officials said.

The troops, backed by the 
army’s gunships, conducted an 
operation against the militants in 
Attshana mountain range west of  
Mosul. The Iraqi army killed 66 
militants, many of  whom were 
wearing explosive belts, the Iraqi 
Defence Ministry said in a state-
ment on Saturday.

The extremist militants were 
preparing to move to Mosul, the 
capital of  Nineveh province, to 
carry out attacks against the civil-
ians and the security forces in the 
city, Xinhua news agency cited the 
statement as saying.

On July 10, Iraqi Prime Min-
ister Haider al-Abadi officially 
declared the liberation of  Mosul 
from IS after nearly nine months 

of  fierce fighting to dislodge the 
extremist militants from their last 
major stronghold in Iraq.

The Iraqi forces, including the 
predominantly Shiite Hashd Shaa-
bi units and Sunni tribal fighters, 
took new positions near the town 
of Tal Afar, some 70 km west of  
Mosul, to free the town and nearby 
areas from IS militants. 

The Iraqi forces still have to 
wage more offensives to drive out 
IS militants from their redoubts in 
eastern bank of Shirqat, Hawijah 
in southwestern Kirkuk and the 
adjacent sprawling rugged areas in 
eastern Salahudin province, in ad-
dition to the remaining IS strong-
holds in the border towns with 
Syria in western Anbar province.

Baghdad, August 20 (IANS): 
A total of 17,000 Iraqi displaced 
people have returned to their 
homes in the eastern part of  
Mosul in the past two months, 
government officials said.

Iraq’s Minister of Displace-
ment and Migration Jassim 
al-Jaaf  said on Saturday that 
some 17,000 people returned 
to their homes in the districts of  
al-Hamdaniya, Bashiqa, Bartella 
and Nimrud, all east of Mosul, 
Efe news agency reported.

“Most of the basic services 
have been restored in the eastern 
part of Mosul, where 90 per cent 
of the neighbourhoods already 
have electricity, compared with 
only 30 to 40 per cent of areas 
in the western part,” Hussam al-
Din al-Abar, a council member 
of Nineveh, said.

Al-Jaaf pointed out that al-

though such figures of IDPs re-
turning to Mosul were not very 
significant compared with those 
who were forced to leave their 
homes; it was a “good start” to 
encourage the ministry to offer 
aid to increase the number of  
citizens returning home.

The International Organiza-
tion for Migration said on July 
14 that clashes between the 
armed forces and extremists 
forced more than one million 
people to flee their homes during 
the nearly nine-month offensive, 
which led to liberating the Iraqi 
city in July.  A large number of  
IDPs, who fled fighting in the 
western part of Mosul, are cur-
rently in the eastern sector of the 
Iraqi city, which was the main 
bastion of the Islamic State ter-
rorist group in the Arab county 
since June 2014.

Washington, August 20 (IANS): One 
police officer was killed and 5 others 
wounded in three separate shootings in 
US states of Florida and Pennsylvania, 
authorities said.

The police officer, who was fatally 
shot, was responding to a suspicious 
activity call with a colleague before be-
ing caught in gunfire on Friday night in 
Kissimmee, a city in Virginia, Xinhua 
news agency reported.

The shooting may have been an 
ambush, and the pair of police officers 
did not have an opportunity to return 
fire, Kissimmee Police Chief  Jeff  

O’Dell told a press conference early on 
Saturday.

“Officers immediately responded 
to the area and found two of  their 
fallen brothers gravely injured on the 
roadway,” O’Dell said. One of  them 
was later pronounced dead, while the 
other remains hospitalized. O’Dell said 
they were not wearing body cameras at 
the time of the shooting. In Jackson-
ville, two officers were also injured on 
Friday when they encountered a man 
armed with a high-powered rifle and 
exchanged gunfire, according to the 
sheriff ’s office of the Florida city.

The office said one officer was 
struck in both hands, while the other 
was hit in his stomach. The suspect, 
also wounded by gunshot, died after 
being taken to a local hospital. 

A spokeswoman with Pennsylvania 
State Police said two state troopers 
were shot and a suspect killed outside 
a small-town store south of Pittsburgh 
on Friday night. 

Local reports said one of  the in-
jured troopers was air-lifted to hospital 
and the other was taken to hospital via 
ambulance. The spokeswoman said 
both of them were stable and alert. 

Lahore, August 20 (PTI): Ousted 
Pakistan prime minister Nawaz 
Sharif  and his family members 
today failed for the second time 
to appear before the country’s 
top anti-graft body which wants 
to interrogate them over money 
laundering and corruption charges 
revealed by the Panama Papers.

“Former prime minister Na-
waz Sharif, his children -- Has-
san, Hussain, Maryam -- and his 
son-in-law Capt (retd) Safdar were 
summoned to appear before the 
National Accountability Bureau’s 
(NAB) today but none of  them 

turned up,” NAB spokesperson 
Asim Ali Nawazish told PTI.

Sharif, his children and his son-
in-law were summoned today in a 
case that primarily revolves around 
Maryam being a beneficiary of  
offshore firms.

Sharif  and his sons, Hassan 
and Hussain, were summoned on 
Friday in a separate case involv-
ing graft and money laundering 
charges and had failed to appear 
before the NAB.

Ali said the NAB would con-
tinue summoning the Sharif family 
in different cases involving money 

laundering and corruption charges.
“We are investigating the Shar-

if  family in different corruption 
cases on the order of the Supreme 
Court,” he said.

Sharif, in a letter to NAB, has 
said he would join its investigation 
after a decision by the Supreme 
Court on his review petition against 
its July 28 verdict to disqualify him 
from premiership.

“My family members and I will 
join the NAB investigation once 
the Supreme Court decides my 
review petition against my disquali-
fication,” Sharif  had said in the 

letter. On July 28, a five-member 
Supreme Court bench disqualified 
Sharif from continuing in his office 
for possessing a work permit at the 
firm of his son in the UAE.

Sharif  has also sought a stay 
from the Supreme Court on the 
further implementation of  the 
judgement till a decision on the 
review petition is taken. The apex 
court is likely to take up Sharif ’s 
review petition early next month 
after the judges vacation.

According to the Joint Investi-
gation Team (JIT) constituted by 
Supreme Court to investigate the 

off-shore properties of the Sharif  
family, Maryam was found to be 
the beneficial owner of Avenfield 
Properties as well as offshore com-
panies of Nescoll & Nielsen.

The JIT report has also charged 
Maryam for submitting fake/
falsified documents to it which is a 
criminal offence. 

“Maryam Safdar has submit-
ted fake/falsified documents to 
the JIT which is a criminal offence. 
These documents are decoys to 
manipulate facts and camouflage 
truth,” says the conclusion of the 
findings of the JIT report.

P yo n g ya n g,  Au g u s t  2 0 
(IANS): North Korea on Sun-
day slammed the upcoming 
joint US-South Korea military 
exercise as an act of  “adding 
fuel to the fire” on the tense 
situation on the Korean Pe-
ninsula.

“The joint exercise is the 
most explicit expression of  
hostility against us and no one 
can guarantee that the exercise 
won’t evolve into actual fight-
ing,” said an editorial in the 
Rodong Sinmun, the official 
daily of  the Korean People’s 
Party. 

“If  the US is lost in a fan-
tasy that war on the peninsula 
is at somebody else’s door far 
away from them across the 

Pacific, it is far more mistaken 
than ever.” 

The Ulchi Freedom Guard-
ian exercise will begin on Mon-
day and will conclude on Au-
gust 31. North Korea has long 
denounced the drills as a war 
rehearsal for a northern inva-
sion, reports Yonhap News 
Agency.

Pyongyang also declared 
that its Army can target the US 
any time and neither Guam, 
Hawaii nor the US mainland 
can “dodge the merciless 
strike”.

“The Trump group’s dec-
laration of  the reckless nuclear 
war exercises against North 
Korea ... is a reckless behav-
iour driving the situation into 

the uncontrollable phase of  a 
nuclear war,” the daily said.

It described North Korea 
as the “strongest possessor” 
of  intercontinental ballistic 
missiles capable of  striking the 
US mainland from anywhere, 
CNN reported.

“The Korean People’s 
Army is keeping a high alert, 
fully ready to contain the en-
emies. It will take resolute 
steps the moment even a slight 
sign of  the preventive war is 
spotted,” the editorial added. 

Pyongyang conducted two 
tests of  its long-range missile in 
July and had threatened to fire 
four ballistic missiles toward 
Guam. It backed off  from the 
threat on Tuesday.

Jerusalem, August 20 (IANS): A 
Palestinian teenager who attempted to 
carry out a knife attack was shot dead 
by Israeli Border Police in the West 
Bank, the police said.

Police spokeswoman Luba Samri 
said in a statement that the 17-year-
old boy approached a group of  
Border Police officers on Saturday 
afternoon and pulled a knife from 
his bag to stab them, Xinhua news 
agency reported. 

Another officer opened fire at him, 
Samri said. The guard sustained light 
wounds as a result of  “friendly fire” 
but he was not stabbed by the teen.

The incident occurred at the 

Taphuah Junction, a major crossroad 
in the central Israeli-occupied West 
Bank.

The incident was the latest in a 
wave of  violence that have claimed 
the lives of  at least 294 Palestinians 
and 47 Israelis since September 2015.

Israel charges that most of  the 
Palestinian fatalities were killed 
during knife, gun, or car-ramming 
attacks or as they tried to perpetrate 
such an attack. 

The violence has decreased in 
recent months but tensions around 
the flashpoint Al-Aqsa Mosque com-
pound in East Jerusalem triggered a 
new escalation in the violence.

Beirut, August 20 (PTI/
AFP): Five people were 
reported dead today when 
a rocket hit near an inter-
national trade fair in Syria’s 
capital Damascus being held 
for the first time in five years.

The Damascus Inter-
national Fair was once the 
leading event on Syria’s eco-
nomic calendar but had not 
been held since shortly after 
the outbreak of the country’s 
war in March 2011.

The Syrian Observatory 
for Human Rights, a Britain-
based monitor of  the war, 
said five people were killed 
and around a dozen more 
injured in the rocket fire near 
the entrance to the fair.

A source at a hospital in 
Jaramana, an area southwest 
of the capital, told AFP he 
had seen dead and injured 
evacuated from the scene. 
There was no confirmation 
of the toll from officials, and 
no mention of the incident 
on Syria’s state news agency 
SANA.

Syrian state television 
briefly carried a breaking 
news alert reporting the 
rocket fire and saying it had 
caused injuries, citing its 
reporters on the scene.

But the alert was re-
moved shortly afterwards, 
and a reporter broadcasting 
live from the fair interviewed 
several officials who made 
no mention of the rocket fire 
or casualties.

“We were preparing to 
receive visitors when I heard 
an explosion... then I saw 
smoke to the side of the of  
the entrance to the exhibi-
tion hall,” 39-year-old Iyad 
al-Jabiri, a Syrian working 
at a textile stand at the fair, 
told AFP. The fair opened 
on Thursday at the capital’s 
Exhibition City and is sched-
uled to last 10 days.

It was touted as a sign 
that work towards rebuild-
ing Syria and revitalising its 

ravaged economy was get-
ting underway, despite the 
violence that continues in 
parts of the country.

Its general director, Fares 
al-Kartally, said the deci-
sion to hold it this year was 
a result of  “the return of  
calm and stability in most 
regions” of Syria.

“We want this fair to 
signal the start of (the coun-
try’s) reconstruction,” Kar-
tally told AFP earlier this 
week.

While Damascus has 
been insulated from much 
of the worst violence of the 
country’s war, several key 
rebel enclaves remain in 
the Eastern Ghouta region 
outside the city.

Fighters in the area have 
regularly fired rockets into 
the capital, and government 
warplanes have frequently 
carried out devastating raids 
across Eastern Ghouta.

In recent weeks, much 
of the area has been quieter 
after the implementation 
in July of  a “de-escalation 
zone” covering parts of East-
ern Ghouta.

The trade fair dates back 
to 1954 but was last held in 
the summer of 2011, months 
after the eruption of protests 
against President Bashar al-
Assad’s government.

Since then, the country 
has spiralled into a bloody 
civil war that has killed over 
330,000 people, displaced 
millions and devastated the 
economy.

The fair is hosting firms 
from 23 countries that have 
maintained diplomatic 
relations with Damascus 
throughout the conflict. 

The United States and 
European countries, which 
maintain economic sanc-
tions on the Assad regime, 
were not officially invited, 
although a handful of West-
ern companies are attending 
on an individual basis.

100 gas tanks: Extremists in Spain planned massive attack

Ten sentenced to 
death for attempting 
to assassinate Hasina

1 killed, 5 wounded in 3 shootings in US

Sharif, sons and daughter, fail to appear before anti-graft body

N Korea slams Seoul-Washington joint drillIsraeli forces shoot dead knife 
wielding Palestinian teen

Deadly rocket fire hits 
near Damascus trade fair

Iraq begins battle to retake Tal Afar, IS bastion near Mosul

17,000 displaced people have 
returned to Mosul: Iraq

File Photo: Sheikh Hasina
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‘Deadpool 2’ stuntwoman died due to low speed
Preliminary investigation into stuntwoman Joi “SJ” Harris’ death suggests that the 
stunt might not have been all that difficult and that her death was the result of a freak 
low-speed accident. Harris died on the set of the film “Deadpool 2”. A report by Work-
SafeBC, a statutory agency, which oversees occupational safety in the province, and The 
Coroners Service of British Columbia WorkSafeBC found that “a temporary worksite 
had been set up to record a film scene for a movie production. The site had been cor-
doned off from general public and traffic by the Vancouver Police Department,” reports 
deadline.com. “The worker had been rehearsing a stunt scene that involved driving a 
motorcycle, Dictate 939 Hyperstrada, out of the open doors of a building, across a con-
crete pad and down a ramp that had been built over three stairs and coming to a stop on 
the stair landing,” read the report.  (IANS)

11 am 2 pm: Toilet (Hindi)

TickeT raTes
Silver Rs. 80
Gold Rs. 150

Platinum Rs. 320

HILL STAR 
Movie Schedule

Hill Star is thrilled to announce its 
valued HillStarCinema fans that the 
hall is now live at BookMyShowIN 
You can now BUY tickets online! 

5 pm, 8 pm: Annabelle Creation (Eng) 2D

Indian-origin TV star crowned ‘Child Genius’ in UK

I have evolved a lot in terms 
of fashion: Malaika Arora

‘Toilet: Ek Prem 
Katha’ crosses Rs 
100 crore in India

Jay Z admits he has ‘real’ 
problem with Kanye West

Roles are hard for me to 
get: Robert Pattinson

Comedian-actor Dick Gregory dies aged 84

Peter Andre planning duet with son

A 
12-year-old Indian-
origin boy has 
been crowned as 
the UK’s ‘Child 
Genius’ in a popu-

lar television quiz competition, 
days after he became an over-
night sensation after answering 
all questions correctly.

Rahul Doshi won the 
Channel 4 show ‘Child Genius’ 
by beating his nine-year-old 
opponent Ronan 10-4 in the 
programme’s finale last night.

He had become an over-
night sensation earlier this week 
after he answered all questions 
correctly.

The schoolboy from north 

London clinched the title by 
answering a question on 19th 
Century artists William Hol-
man Hunt and John Everett 
Millais.

“It didn’t sink in straight 
away, but it was really nice,” Ra-
hul said after winning the title.

In the final, Rahul im-
pressed with knowledge of  
his chosen subject - Edward 
Jenner’s medical innovation and 
methodology in 18th Century 
England.

“I was bursting with pride,” 
said his father Minesh, an IT 
manager who had entered his 
son into the competition.

The final followed an in-

tense competition aired through 
the week which saw the candi-
dates showing off  their maths, 
English, spelling and history 
skills as well as memory powers.

Rahul had been one of the 
favourites throughout, after 
scoring very highly in previous 
rounds and even bagging a full 
house in the very first round of  
the series.

He had captured the imagi-
nation of audiences during the 
competition after he correctly 
memorised the order of a pack 
of cards.

Rahul, whose ambition is 
to become a financial adviser, 
had revealed his strategy for the 

final as: “The key is to block 
out everything else and remain 
calm. So just focus on your 
goal. Mine was to answer as 
many questions as I could cor-
rectly and that helped me stay 
calm and do quite well in the 
early stages.” 

Rahul, who is a member of  
the Mensa club and believed to 
have a higher IQ than Albert 
Einstein, was cheered on by 
father Minesh and pharmacist 
mother Komal during the show.

His father attracted some 
social media fury for laughing 
at a wrong answer given by his 
son’s closest rival, Ronan, in a 
tense finale.

“#ChildGenius an adult 
laughing at a children getting 
a question wrong shocking 
behaviour. Shame on you 
Rahul’s father,” read one of the 
comments on Twitter.

But Minesh Doshi had been 
very vocal about his competitive 
side throughout the competi-
tion.

He had previously said: “We 
are here to win. There’s no two 
ways about that.” 

Twenty contestants aged 
eight to 12 were whittled down 
to one winner over the course 
of a week as part of the ‘Child 
Genius’ 2017 series.

PTI

S
he is one of the biggest fashioni-
stas in Bollywood but Malaika 
Arora Khan said things were 
completely different way back in 
the early days of her career.

The 43-year-old star, who has always 
impressed critics with her fashion choices, 
said she turned experimental over a of  
period time.

“I have evolved quite a bit from 
what I was. With age you kind of  
understand things better. My 
whole approach towards 
fashion and clothing has 
changed immensely.

“Initially I wouldn’t 
think twice if  I had to 
wear micro shorts, but 
now with time and 
age these things have 
come to consid-
eration. Now, I 
am little more 
experimental. I 
was rigid earlier,” 
Malaika told PTI 
on the sidelines 
of the 
Lakme 
Fash-
ion 
Week 

Winter/Festive 2017.
The producer-host said she doesn’t 

like it when people wear clothes which 
don’t suit their body type.

“I want people to check themselves 
before they leave their houses,” she added.

Malaika today walked the runway 
for young designer Ridhi Mehra Sekhri, 
whose collection was inspired by the 

beauty and intricate interiors of  
Islamic domes.

Dressed in a red attire, the 
fashion diva looked elegant 

and sensuous. She said 
she has always liked 

walking for budding 
labels as they are the 
future.

“Every time a 
young designer 
asks me to walk 
for them I feel it 
is my duty to say 
yes and promote 
them. And If  I 
can be a part for 
their success it is 
great for me as 
well. I like push-

ing new talents. 
Even in reality 

shows, I like support-
ing the budding 

artistes. It makes 
me feel happy and 
content.

“After being 
in the industry 
for so many 
years, promot-

ing the upcom-
ing stars is our 

duty,” she said.
In her collec-

tion Ridhi presented 
printed handmade 

fabric stripes ingeniously 
woven together. The 

delicate bugle beads were 
turned into jaalis, while 
scallop print patches, fringes 

and metallic and fabric 
tassels added oomph to the 
ensembles. 

“I love retro fashion and 
love the bell bottoms, the 
fringes, the tassels and the 
bling. It is my eternal go to 
fashion,” Malaika said.

PTI

H
indi film 
“Toilet: 
Ek Prem 
Katha”, 
which 

attempts to spread the mes-
sage of eradicating open 
defecation in an entertain-
ing vein, surpassed the Rs 
100 crore on the eighth day 
since its release in India, its 
makers said on Saturday.

Directed by Shree 
Narayan Singh, the film 
features Akshay Kumar, 
Bhumi Pednekar and An-
upam Kher in key roles.

“Day 8: Akshay 
Kumar’s Toilet: Ek Prem 
Katha crosses Rs 100 
crore,” said a statement is-
sued on behalf of the film’s 
makers. The movie, which 
hit the screens on August 
11, minted Rs 100.05 crore 
till Friday.

Its success has -- in 
Akshay’s wife Twinkle 
Khanna’s words -- helped 
the box office to break free 
from constipation after 
big ticket films like “Jagga 
Jasoos” and “Jab Harry 
Met Sejal” failed to elicit 
the expected response.

Bhumi, who plays 
the role of a woman who 
demands a toilet in her 
husband’s house, is ecstatic.

“Today is a special 
day and I really want to 
thank our audiences tht 
laughed and cried with us, 
believed in us and gave us 
love. Shree sir, thank you 
for choosing me to be your 
Jaya and making this film.
You truly are amazing,” 
she tweeted.

“Toilet: Ek Prem 
Katha” also takes forward 
Akshay’s golden run at the 
box office after his enter-
tainers “Airlift”, “Housefull 
3”, “Rustom” and “Jolly 
LLB 2”.

According to trade ana-
lyst Taran Adarsh, “’Toilet: 
Ek Prem Katha’ is Akshay 
Kumar’s eighth Rs 100 
crore grosser... The second 
highest after Salman Khan 
(11 Rs 100 crore grossers).” 

Meanwhile, Twinkle 
posted on social media 
a beach selfie and in 
the backdrop is a man 
relieving himself. The 
accompanying tongue-
in-cheek caption -- true 
to MrsFunnybones’ style 
-- read: “Good morning 
and I guess here is the first 
scene of ‘Toilet: Ek Prem 
Katha Part 2’ #WhenYour-
WalkGoesDownTheToi-
let.”

IANS

R
apper-record 
producer Jay 
Z has revealed 
what led to 
the fallout 

with his former best friend 
and rapper Kanye West.

Speaking on a podcast, 
Jay Z, whose real name is 
Shawn Carter, explained 
that Kanye angered him 
by bringing up his and 
Beyonce Knowles and 
daughter Blue Ivy in one 
of his infamous on-stage 
rants, reports metro.co.uk.

Jay Z said: “What 

really hurt me is, you can’t 
bring my kids and my wife 
into it. Kanye’s my little 
brother, he’s talked about 
me a hundred times, he 
made a song called ‘Big 
brother’.”

“We’ve gotten past big-
ger issues. But you brought 
my family into it, and 
that’s a problem with me. 
That’s a real, real problem. 
He knows it’s a problem, 
he knows that he crossed 
the line.”

The two rappers 
collaborated on the 2011 

album “Watch The 
Throne”.

Jay Z added: “We’ve 
never let this amount of  
space between one of our 
disagreements, and we’ve 
had many. It’s part of who 
we are. That’s what I like 
about him, he’s an honest 
person, he’s open.” 

During a concert last 
year, Kanye discussed 
his row with Jay 
Z, and claimed Be-
yonce was acting 
like a diva.

IANS

A
ctor Robert 
Pattinson 
says he is 
not as big as 
Leonardo 

DiCaprio in Hollywood, 
and it is difficult for him to 
get roles.

In an interview 
on “CBS Sunday 
Morning” show, 
the “Twilight” ac-
tor also confessed 
that his mov-
ies haven’t made 
money of late, 
reports dailymail.
co.uk. 

Pattinson also 
said that it is just 
exciting to have a job 
where “you’re allowed 
to consistently break the 
walls of the box around 
you”. 

“It’s not 
like: 

‘Oh, I’ll come down from 
an ivory tower to be….’ I 
mean, these roles are hard 
for me to get; it’s not like 
I’m, like, Leo (DiCaprio) 
or some-

thing. 
“The only thing that 

being famous really helps 
in is getting financing for 
your movies,” he said. 

The actor also said that 
these days “the movies 
I do are weird and they 

don’t make a lot of  
money a lot of the 
time”.

“I always think 
that at some point 
karma is like: ‘Oh, 

that’s all your luck run 
out, so a whole bunch 

of bad stuff ’s gonna hap-
pen’,” he added. 

After a stint as Cedric 
Diggory in “Harry Potter 
And The Goblet Of Fire”, 
the actor got popular for a 
five-film run co-leading the 
“Twilight” saga opposite 
Kristen Stewart. He has 
lately done small and art 
films like “Good Time”.

IANS

R
enowned stand-up 
comedian, actor and 
civil rights activist 
Dick Gregory has 
passed away. He was 

84.
Gregory died here on Satur-

day. His death was confirmed by 
his family in an Instagram post, 
reports variety.com.

“The family appreciates the 
outpouring of support and love 
and respectfully asks for their 
privacy as they grieve during this 
very difficult time,” read a post 

from his son Christian Gregory.
Gregory was active on the 

stand-up and public speaking 
circuit on and off  for more than a 
half-century. He had been making 
comedy appearances until he was 
hospitalised on August 9.

He made his mark in the early 
1960s as a rare African-American 
comedian who was successful in 
nightclubs geared to white audi-
ences. 

Gregory is survived by his wife 
Lillian and 10 children.

IANS

S
inger Peter 
Andre wants to 
get his 12-year-
old son Junior to 
record vocals on 

a charity single.
The “Mysterious Girl” 

hitmaker is a big fan of his 
son’s “beautiful voice” and 
though he won’t be putting 
pressure on him to launch 
his career, he will give him 
as much support as Junior 
can take when he decides 
to take the plunge, reports 
femalefirst.co.uk.

“Junior has decided he 

wants to be a singer. He’s 
actually got a beautiful 
voice and I’ve said to him 
he’s got to promise me 
I’ll be the first person to 
record his vocals,” Andre 
told new! magazine. 

“I’m not going to pres-
sure him but I’ve told him 
when he’s ready we can 
record a track for charity. 
I was actually around Jun-
ior’s age when I decided 
I wanted to be a singer, 
so it’s nice that history is 
repeating itself,” he added.

IANS
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Arsene Wenger

Simona Halep of Romania returns a shot to Sloane Stephens of the US during their Western and Southern Open semi-final match, at the Linder 
Family Tennis Center in Mason, Ohio on Saturday.

England bowler Stuart Broad celebrates with team-mates after taking the wicket of West Indies’ captain 
Jason Holder.

Terence Crawford, right, became only the second male boxer of the four-belt era to unify the four major 
sanctioning organization titles.

Rafael Nadal
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Simona Halep seeks No. 1 in 
Cincinnati, Kyrgios into final

England rout Windies in just three days in day-night test 

Unbeaten Crawford KOs Indongo 
to unify super lightweight titles

Bangladesh series step toward 
Asian conquest, says Steve Smith

Arsenal coach Wenger blames 
referees for loss to Stoke City

Oops! Malaysia upsets 
Indonesia with flag blunder

Ohio, August 20 (AFP): 
Simona Halep has her third 
chance of  the season to 
claim the world number one 
ranking after beating Sloane 
Stephens 6-2, 6-1 Saturday 
to reach the WTA and ATP 
Cincinnati Masters finals.

The second-ranked Ro-
manian tries to become 
the 24th different woman 
atop the list by winning 
Sunday’s final against Wim-
bledon champion Garbine 
Muguruza, who ousted 
top-ranked Czech defend-
ing champion Karolina 
Pliskova 6-3, 6-2.

“If  it’s going to hap-
pen, great, but if  not I will 
have more opportunities. 
Hopefully I can do it. I 
have the desire,” Halep 
said. “I am so close. I re-
ally want that.”

Australia’s 23rd-ranked 
Nick Kyrgios and Bulgaria’s 
11th-ranked Grigor Dim-
itrov advanced to the men’s 
final, where Sunday’s win-
ner will claim his first ATP 
Masters crown.

Kyrgios eliminated 
Spain’s David Ferrer 7-6 
(7/3), 7-6 (7/4) while 
Dimitrov dispatched 19th-
ranked American John Is-
ner 7-6 (7/4), 7-6 (12/10).

“I’m obviously excited 
but it’s just another ten-
nis match for me,” Kyr-
gios said. “I’m going to 
go out there and compete 
and whatever happens hap-
pens.”

Dimitrov won his only 
meeting with Kyrgios in 
the second round at Indian 
Wells in 2015.

Halep,  who hasn’t 

dropped a set all week, has 
already lost twice this year 
playing for the top ranking, 
falling in the French Open 
final against JelenaOstap-
enko and the Wimbledon 
quarterfinal against Johan-
na Konta, each time after 
taking the first set.

“Maybe tomorrow is 
my turn,” Halep said.

“I have to give my best 
and fight and if  I win it’s 
going to be really special. 
It’s a great opportunity. 
But for sure it’s going to 
be a tough match against a 
Grand Slam champion.

“It’s a big challenge. It’s 
a big match.”

Halep says while she is 
confident her rise to the top 
will come, she wants to win 
it for herself.

“I know if  I keep this 

level, it’s going to come. 
If  not tomorrow, maybe 
next weeks,” she said. “I 
can keep hoping for that, 
but I don’t want to do that, 
actually. I want to win it... 
it’s going to be more special 
and nicer for me.

“My first goal was a 
Grand Slam title, and it’s 
still the first goal. But now 
being very close, it’s maybe 
the most important thing in 
this period.”

Serena Williams had 
been number one before her 
pregnancy break earlier this 
year. Germany’s Angelique 
Kerber and Pliskova have 
held the spot since.
- Kyrgios seeks fourth title -
Kyrgios, 22, jumped ahead 
4-1 in each tie-breaker, clos-
ing out the first set with a 
forehand winner and the 

last when Ferrer hit a back-
hand long.

“My record in tie-break-
ers is pretty good,” Kyrgios 
said. “I know if  I serve well 
and play the right way, I’ve 
got a fair chance.”

The Aussie, who seeks 
his fourth career ATP title 
and first since last year in 
Tokyo, saved the only three 
break points he faced in the 
fifth game of  the second 
set.

“In impor tant  mo-
ments, he served really 
good. Nick served amazing 
all the match,” Ferrer said.

Dimitrov, seeking his 
sixth career title and third of  
2017, won a dramatic final 
tie-breaker on his fourth 
match point.

“Patience. That’s what it 
is,” Dimitrov said. “I knew 
where he was going to serve 
but I couldn’t do much on 
the ball. I just remained 
focused and used every op-
portunity.”
- ‘I figured out something’ -
Halep never faced a break 
point and cruised in 54 min-
utes, saying “I played my 
best match on hardcourts 
so far.”

Sixth-ranked Spaniard 
Muguruza, seeking her fifth 
career title, is 2-1 against 
Halep with two hardcourt 
wins but lost their most 
recent meeting in 2015 on 
Stuttgart clay.

Pliskova, last year’s US 
Open runner-up, had won 
six matches in a row over 
Muguruza since losing their 
first meeting at the 2013 
French Open.

“I lost to her so many 
times, I figured out some-
thing was going wrong,” 
Muguruza said. “I worked 
hard on beating these kinds 
of opponents.”

Pliskova, who won 
twice Friday after a rain 
postponement, was drained, 
saying, “I just wasn’t there 
today at all.”

Los Angeles, August 20 
(AFP): American Terence 
Crawford became the first 
undisputed boxing cham-
pion in over a decade by 
knocking out previously 
unbeaten Julius Indongo 
in the third round of  their 
super lightweight fight on 
Saturday.

Crawford became the 
first fighter in 11 years 
to hold all four titles by 
winning the scheduled 
12-round contest between 
the two previously unbeaten 
boxers at the sold out Pinna-
cle Bank Arena in Lincoln, 
Nebraska.

“I feel great. I feel like I 
hardly even fought,” Craw-
ford said.

The 29-year-old Craw-
ford added the Interna-
tional Boxing Federation 
and World Boxing Associa-
tion 140-pound titles to his 
World Boxing Council and 
World Boxing Organization 
belts, joining Bernard Hop-
kins and Jermain Taylor 
as the only four belt cham-
pions in modern boxing 

history.
Crawford used his supe-

rior hand speed and power 
to dominate every round 
as he knocked underdog 
Indongo down for the first 
time in the second round 
with a left to the side of the 
head.

He ended the fight just 
one round later by floor-
ing the former Olympian 
with a body shot. Crawford 
missed with a right hook 
but then came back with a 
left to the upper chest that 
sent Indongo crumbling to 
the canvas.

“It feels like a dream 
come true. Belts matter,” 
said Crawford, who im-
proved to 32-0 with 23 
knockouts. “I am the one 
who wants to be labelled the 
champ at 140.”

Middleweight Taylor 
was the last undisputed box-
ing champ until his reign 
ended in 2006.

The 34-year-old Indon-
go, who is unfamiliar to 
most boxing fans in the US, 
landed very few punches 

in the three rounds as he 
dropped to 22-1 overall.

Indongo, who was born 
and raised in Namibia, 
competed in the 2008 Ol-
ympics.

Crawford won a close 
first round that served as a 
platform for the pair to feel 
each other out. Crawford 
went to work in the sec-
ond, breaking his opponent 
down by easily getting the 
better of  the exchanges in 
the centre of the ring.

Indongo came in as a 
heavy underdog and looked 
the part as he failed to con-
nect on his wide looping 
punches and left himself  
open for Crawford’s sting-
ing lefts.

The third round knock-
out came as a surprise as 
Crawford missed with a 
right hook then landed what 
looked like a routine body 
shot.

“We been practising 
body shots all camp. Every-
thing we practised in camp 
it came out in the fight,” 
Crawford said.

Dhaka, August 20 (Reu-
ters): Australia have an op-
portunity to improve their 
record in Asia when they 
meet Bangladesh in a two-
test series starting next Sun-
day, captain Steve Smith 
has said but refused to state 
outright if  his side were fa-
vourites to win.

Australia have won just 
two of their 22 tests in Asia 
in the last 10 years while 
Bangladesh drew a two-test 
series 1-1 against England 
last year and pose a seri-
ous challenge at home with 
throes of  spinners in their 
side on turning pitches. “I 
think it is going to be a great 
series,” Smith told reporters 
after Australia’s arrival in the 
Asian country. “Bangladesh 
are very good here. I am not 
picking a favourite.

“We have to be confident 
in our skill set and hopefully 
we can get our processes 
right and have a really good 
series.”

Earlier this year Smith’s 
side lost a four-test series in 
India 2-1 and the skipper 

said the two matches against 
Bangladesh would be an 
ideal platform to show what 
they had learned from the 
defeat. “We’d certainly like 
to have done a lot better on 
the subcontinent that’s for 
sure,” Smith said. “Now it 
is an opportunity for us to 
change (our record).

“I thought we did some 
things really well in India. 
We just needed to do it for 
little bit longer, and consist-
ently.

“This is another oppor-
tunity to showcase our skills, 
show what we learned over 
there and hopefully give our 
best foot forward.”

Australia surprisingly 
dropped Steve O’Keefe, 32, 
from their squad for Bangla-
desh even after the left-arm 
spinner impressed during 
the series in India. O’Keefe, 
with 19 wickets, was Aus-
tralia’s joint highest wicket-
taker with Nathan Lyon in 
India but had to make way 
for left-arm spinner Ashton 
Agar. Australia also have 
uncapped 23-year-old leg-

spinner Mitchell Swepson in 
their squad.

“It is unlucky,” Smith 
said. “He did very well in 
the first test match in India 
and had some contributions 
throughout in the other three 
test matches as well.” Smith 
said the inclusion of Agar, 
23, was aimed at develop-
ing him for the 2021 tour of  
India. “We just see it as a bit 
of a time to get us someone 
new into the group,” Smith 
said. “Ashton has been 
around the group for a quite 
a while now, he’s worked on 
his art and he’s becoming a 
lot more consistent in what 
he’s doing. It’d be fantastic to 
see him get an opportunity.

“It’s four years until we 
next go to India which is 
always a tough tour for us 
and one that I particularly as 
captain want to win (at some 
stage) throughout my tenure.

“It’s an opportunity for 
Ashton to get some experi-
ence in these conditions and 
hopefully improve, with an 
eye to the next time we go to 
India as well.”

Birmingham (England), 
August 20 (Reuters): Stuart 
Broad hogged the limelight 
in the dark as England rout-
ed a hopelessly outclassed 
West Indies in the landmark 
day-night test match at Edg-
baston, wrapping up victory 
by an innings and 209 runs 
on Saturday.

Broad became the sec-
ond most prolific wicket 
taker in English test history, 
taking his 384th scalp on 
a remarkable day for the 
home attack as they shared 
around 19 wickets to put 
the visitors’ callow batting 
line-up to the sword.

The paceman went past 
Ian Botham’s haul of  383 
wickets while ripping the 
heart out of  the visitors’ 
second innings to move to 
second on the England all-
time list behind his strike 
partner James Anderson, 
who also enjoyed a big day.

Watching in the Sky 
Sports commentary box 
amid an excited full-house 
enjoying the conclusion to 
the first day-night test to be 
staged in England, Botham 
enthused: “It’s fantastic.

“It would have been an 
anti-climax (for Broad) to 

London, August 20 (IANS): Arsenal F.C. 
chief coach Arene Wenger has blamed the 
referee’s decision of ruling striker Alexan-
dre Lacazette off-side in his 72nd-minute 
goal for their 0-1 defeat against Stoke City 
in an English Premier League (EPL) foot-
ball game here.

“I think we were unlucky with some 
decisions from the referee because we 
scored a regular goal,” the London club 
coach was quoted as saying by Fox Sports 
on Saturday.

Further talking about the decision, 
Wenger explained: “Cent per cent it was 
onside, I just watched it and it’s not offside 
at all. Even his foot was not offside but we 
have to swallow that. 

“We should have scored (elsewhere) 
and it’s just another detail that didn’t go 
our way. I believe we lost three big points 
today. In football, when you don’t win 
games you should win you can only look 
at yourself.”

The lone goal of the match was scored 
by Stoke debutant Jese Rodriguez in the 
47th minute to help his side clinch three 
points.

Wenger, who last helped the club 

Kuala Lumpur/Jakarta, 
August 20 (AFP): Indo-
nesia’s president expressed 
concern on Sunday after 
Malaysia’s Southeast Asian 
Games organisers mistak-
enly published the Indone-
sian flag upside-down in a 
commemorative magazine, 
prompting anger amongst 
fans.

Malaysia’s foreign min-
istry and the Games organ-
isers apologised profusely 
for the gaffe but it was not 
enough to quell a wave of  
complaints online, with 
#ShameOnYouMalaysia 
becoming Indonesia’s top 
trending topic on Twitter.

The blunder came to 
light at Saturday’s open-
ing ceremony in Kuala 
Lumpur, where the souve-
nir magazine was handed 
out to dignitaries -- includ-
ing Indonesia’s Sports Min-
ister Imam Nahrawi, who 
tweeted a picture of  the 
offending page.

Indonesia’s flag has a 
red stripe above a white 
stripe, but it was printed 
with the white stripe on top, 
making it look like the flag 
of Poland.

Malaysian organisers 
were quick to apologise and 
the country’s Sports Min-
ister Khairy Jamaluddin 
visited Nahrawi at his hotel 
to explain in person.

But it was not the only 
incident, as a SEA Games 
booklet also mixed up Indo-
nesia and Thailand’s flags in 
a reprint of the medals table 
from 2011.

A Malaysian dai ly 
newspaper also printed 
Indonesia’s flag upside-
down, while Games organ-
isers were caught using the 
wrong flag for two Brunei 
athletes at the synchronised 
swimming.

The swimmers, Jacque-
line Lim and Nur Hafizah 
Ahmad, were shown next to 
what appeared to be a flag 
for Brunei’s armed forces, 
rather than the national 
emblem.

SEA Games organisers 
told Indonesia they “very 
much regret the mistake” 
and the foreign ministry 
also said sorry for the “in-
advertent error”.

“We would like to ex-
tend our apology to the 
government and the people 
of the Republic of Indone-
sia,” the foreign ministry 
statement said.

“In this regard, we wish 
to assure the government of  
the Republic of  Indonesia 
that all measures have been 
taken to address this unfor-
tunate situation.”

- ‘National pride’ -
The incident grabbed at-
tention on the first full day 
of  action at the biennial 
SEA Games, which mix 
Olympic sports with Asian 
favourites like pencak silat 
and wushu.

Indonesia’s President 
Joko Widodo said it was a 
matter of  “national pride” 
for the country, which is 
the biggest in Southeast 
Asia with about 260 million 
people.

“We deeply regret the 
incident but do not exag-
gerate it,” he said. “We 
are waiting for the apol-
ogy from the Malaysian 
government because this 
concerns the national pride 
of our country.” Indonesia’s 
Olympic committee chief, 
Inter Milan president Erick 
Thohir, earlier criticised 
Malaysia’s “negligence”.

“Of  course, I am ex-
pressing my deep regret 
on this fault, which shows 
negligence and absent-
mindedness,” he said in a 
statement. “Friendship is 
the greatest legacy in sports, 
but a mistake in presenting 
a national identity of a na-
tion is not justified.”

Malaysia’s SEA Games 
organisers are not alone 
in making mistakes with 
competitors’ flags -- and 
receiving strong complaints 
afterwards. Last year at 
the Rio Olympics, China 
complained bitterly that the 
flag used at medal ceremo-
nies had its small gold stars 
pointing at the wrong angle.

At the 2012 Olympics 
North Korea’s women’s 
footballers refused to play, 
delaying the start of  their 
game with Colombia, when 
they were shown next to 
the South Korean flag on a 
stadium screen.

do it in Leeds in (the second 
test) with the atmosphere as 
great as it is here.”

The great all-rounder 
then added with a laugh: “It 
just makes me feel bloody 
old!” On a cold, damp day, 
England had been, first, 
inspired by Anderson and 
Toby Roland-Jones as they 
forced the Windies to fol-
low on, bowling them out 
for 168 by early in the post-

lunch session in response to 
England’s mammoth 514 
for eight declared.

Anderson had led the 
charge with three wickets 
and a run-out. Then with 
the floodlights on and the 
pink ball wobbling around, 
captain Joe Root naturally 
invited the Windies to en-
dure further nightmares.

This time Anderson and 
Roland-Jones, who had 

also taken two first-innings 
wickets, soon struck again 
before Broad stole the show 
as the Windies once more 
crumbled, this time being 
bowled out for 137.

Having taken tea with 
four down in their second 
innings and already re-
signed to going one down in 
the three-test series, Broad, 
watched in the crowd by 
his father, former England 

batsman Chris Broad, chose 
his moment to move from 
support act to main man.

The hors d’oeuvre was 
two wickets in two balls, 
first trapping Roston Chase 
lbw and then having captain 
Jason Holder caught at slip 
by Alastair Cook, to equal 
Botham’s mark, only to be 
thwarted in his bid to be the 
first man ever to take three 
test hat-tricks by Kemar 
Roach’s straight bat.

Then, he produced a 
beauty that nipped back 
to bowl Shane Dowrich, a 
fitting record-breaking de-
livery before he went on to 
finish with figures of 3-34.

England’s all-time lead-
ing wicket taker Anderson 
and Roland-Jones, continu-
ing the excellent start to his 
test career, then finished 
the job, with the Middlesex 
bowler securing the final 
wicket as Ben Stokes snaf-
fled Alzarri Joseph at slip.

Only Jermaine Black-
wood came out of the deba-
cle with much credit for the 
West Indies with his laud-
able, counter-attacking 79 
not out in the first innings 
amid the carnage.

Anderson, who had set 

the ball rolling with the first 
wicket on Friday, continued 
where he left off  after a false 
start when the players had 
to come off  after just one 
ball because of rain.

On the resumption, he 
produced a sharp, rearing 
delivery off  a length that 
had Kyle Hope helplessly 
steering the ball to Stokes 
at gully to set the tone for 
the day. He also then ran 
out Kieran Powell, who 
had embarked on a calami-
tous quick single, with a 
direct hit before he got rid 
of  Chase, inducing him to 
play on. Only Jamaican 
Blackwood, who struck two 
sixes and nine fours, stood 
firm with his 49-ball half-
century, going on to his 79 
off  just 76 balls.

Anderson finished with 
3-34 off  his 15 overs in the 
first innings with Roland-
Jones and Broad both tak-
ing two wickets apiece.

Cook, who won the 
man of  the match award 
for his epic 10-hour 243 that 
had set up the win, said with 
a smile: “This is unbeliev-
able for an old man like me. 
It’s always nice to win and 
contribute with a big score.”

clinch the EPL title in 2003-04, also confessed 
that the team made silly mistakes and failed 
to defend properly. “I believe it is the kind of  
night where you are angry, that is because 
not only did we not score with the number 
of chances we had, we made stupid mistakes 
centrally for the goal, first by losing the ball 
and after by not defending properly,” Wenger 
said.  Wenger helped Arsenal clinch the FA 
Community Shield earlier in 2017, defeating 
Chelsea 3-1 on penalties.



Lennox Lewis

Bulgaria's Velichko Cholakov celebrates his bronze medal in the men's +105 kg 
weightlifting event at the Athens 2004 Olympics Games August 25, 2004.
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Mayweather and McGregor 
bout a farce: Lennox Lewis

Federation Cup super8 cricket tourney

Qatar to build World Cup stadium 
shaped like Arabian cap

Dhawan, Kohli star as India 
rout Sri Lanka by 9 wickets

Sindhu, Saina, Srikanth in focus at Badminton Worlds 

25,000-seater international 
standard cricket stadium in Tripura

Former European champion Cholakov dies at 35

India's Virat Kolhi and Shikhar Dhawan takes run against Sri Lanka during the first ODI match at 
Rangiri Dambulla International Cricket Stadium in Dambulla, Sri Lanka, on Sunday.

PTI

London, August 20 (AFP): 
The bout between American 
boxing legend Floyd May-
weather and Irish Mixed 
Martial Arts star Conor Mc-
Gregor is not so much a 
superfight as a farce, said 
Britain's former undisputed 
heavyweight world cham-
pion Lennox Lewis on Sun-
day.

Mayweather and Mc-
Gregor go toe to toe next 
weekend in Las Vegas -- the 
unlikely but lucrative clash 
brought the undefeated for-
mer welterweight king out of  
retirement -- but Lewis told 
the BBC he wouldn't label it 
as a "serious fight".

Lewis reasoned that as 
Mayweather's previous 49 
opponents had failed to find 
a chink in his armour there 
was little reason to believe 
the charismatic 29-year-old 
MMA fighter would find 
him out.

"There is tremendous 
build-up and hype but I don't 
really take it as a serious 
fight," said Lewis.

Lewis, who won Olym-
pic super-heavyweight gold 
for Canada in 1988 but re-
turned to the country of  
his birth England when he 
turned professional, cast 
doubt on whether May-
weather should be accorded 
the record for fights with-
out defeat if he defeats Mc-
Gregor. Mayweather, who 
retired from the ring in 2015, 
presently is tied with another 

Glasgow,  Augus t  20 
(IANS): Olympic silver 
medallist P.V. Sindhu, a 
hungry Saina Nehwal and 
a reinvigorated Kidambi 
Srikanth will be in focus 
when the World Badminton 
Championships begin here 
on Monday.

Sindhu, seeded fourth, 
will be one of the favourites 
in the women's singles and 
the 22-year-old's big tourna-
ment temperament will help 
her handle the pressure.

The double  World 
Championships bronze 
medallist has continued 
her impressive display even 
after the Rio Games 2016. 
She has won the 2016 Chi-
na Open and 2017 India 
Open in style.

The lanky shuttler has 
got a bye in the opening 
round and will meet the 
winner between South Ko-
rea's Kim Hyo Min and 
Egypt's Hadia Hosny for 
a place in the pre-quarter-
finals.

Japanese Akane Yama-
guchi, Olympic and double 
defending champion Caro-
lina Marin of  Spain and 

Dambulla (Sri Lanka), Au-
gust, 20 (IANS): Power-
packed innings from Shi-
khar Dhawan and skipper 
Virat Kohli guided India to a 
comfortable nine-wicket vic-
tory over Sri Lanka in their 
first One Day International 
(ODI) at the Rangiri Dam-
bulla International Stadium 
here on Sunday.

Dhawan slammed 132 
runs in 90 balls while Kohli 
smashed 82 runs off 70 de-
liveries. Both players forged 
a 197-run partnership for the 
second wicket, the highest in 
Sri Lanka against Sri Lanka. 

It all went good for India 
in this match. After a little bit 
of punishment initially, their 
bowlers bounced back in 
style to restrict the hosts for 
216 and then Dhawan and 
Kohli applied themselves 
perfectly to chase down the 
total with 21.1 overs (127 
balls) remaining. This also 
helped them to record their 
biggest win, in terms of  
overs to spare, for a target of  
over 200. 

Coming in to chase a 
relatively low total, openers 
Rohit Sharma and Dha-
wan started the innings on a 
steady note but Rohit failed 
to support the Delhi bats-
man for long as he was dis-
missed in the fifth over with 
barely 23 runs on the board.

Incoming batsman and 
skipper Kohli, along with 
Dhawan, then paced up 
the innings by thrashing 
the Sri Lankan bowlers all 
around the park. It was rain-
ing boundaries in the ground 
and stopped only after they 
reached the target. Dhawan 
slammed 20 boundaries and 
three sixes while Kohli hit 10 
boundaries and one six. 

Earlier, Sri Lanka wast-
ed a good start to allow In-
dian spinners to bounce back 
in style and restrict the hosts 
to 216.

For Sri Lanka, openers 

Agartala, August 20 (IANS): 
The Tripura Cricket Associa-
tion (TCA), with financial as-
sistance from the BCCI (Board 
of  Control for Cricket in India), 
would build a 25,000-seat ca-
pacity international standard 
cricket stadium with all mod-
ern facilities near here. Tripura 
Chief  Minister Manik Sarkar 
on Sunday formally launched 
the works for the stadium to be 
built at a cost of  over Rs 200 
crore.

According to TCA Sec-
retary Tapas Dey, the BCCI 
would reimburse 50 per cent 
cost of  the stadium, being con-
structed at Narshingarh, 20 
km north of  Agartala. A New 
Delhi-based construction com-
pany would build the stadium.

The 25,000-seat capacity un-
der-construction stadium would 
be the second largest cricket 
stadium in the northeastern 
region after Assam's Guwahati 

stadium. The Tripura govern-
ment has allocated around 15 
acres of  land to the TCA to 
construct the stadium.

"In the under-construction 
international standard cricket 
stadium, all latest modern facili-
ties would be available so that 
international cricket matches 
could be held here. The seven-
storeyed club house, modern 
lift, and electronic score board 
are the other features of  the 
stadium," Dey added.

The Chief  Minister said that 
with the construction of  the sta-
dium, sports, more particularly 
cricket, would be further devel-
oped in the country in general 
and in the northeastern states 
in particular.

"There is a huge reservoir 
of  sports talent in Tripura and 
other northeastern states. They 
must get the scope to highlight 
their talent, skill and abilities," 
Sarkar said.

South Korean Sung ji Hyun 
have been seeded above 
Sindhu and the Indian will 
have to step up her game in 
the tournament where India 
has never won a gold medal.

"I have two bronze med-
als from World Champion-
ships. I want the colour of  
my medal to change this 
time," Sindhu told the tour-
nament's official website.

Her illustrious citymate, 
Saina, however, is com-
ing off  with some low-key 
performances and though 
the expectation is less from 
her, the 2012 Olympic 
bronze medallist will be 

eager to prove her mettle 
again against the younger 
opponents.

Saina, who had claimed 
the only silver for India at 
the World Championships 
in 2015, underwent right 
knee surgery after a dev-
astating outing at the Rio 
Olympic and since then she 
has not been able to regain 
her strength fully. 

Barring a Malaysia 
Masters title, there's not 
much to be talked about her 
success post-Rio.

Having fallen behind 
in the pecking order, the 
27-year-old has been seeded 

12th and got a bye in the 
first round. She will meet 
either Switzerland's Sabrina 
Jaquet or Ukraine's Natalya 
Voytsekh in the Round of  
32.

However, the perfor-
mances of  India's men's 
singles shuttlers have been 
impressive this season. 
Srikanth, who nursed an 
ankle injury after Rio, is 
brimming with confidence 
after two Superseries titles 
in Indonesia and Australia 
and a final appearance in 
Singapore Open.

Eight-seeded Srikanth 
will open his campaign 
against Russia's Sergey Sir-
ant on Monday.

B. Sai Praneeth, who 
defeated Srikanth in Singa-
pore for his maiden Super-
series title, will be another 
interesting prospect. The 
15th seed will face Hong 
Kong's Wei Nan in the first 
round.

Sameer Verma, who 
bagged the Syed Modi 
Grand Prix Gold title in 
Lucknow, will meet Spain's 
Pablo Abian in the opening 
round.

Ajay Jayaram, 13th 
seeded, will battle Austrian 
Luka Wraber in the first 
round.

The Indians, if  they 
reach the last four may fight 
it out against veterans Lin 
Dan, Lee Chong Wei, Chen 
Long and top-seeded Wan 
Ho Son.

India's men's doubles 
hopes hinge on Olympians 
Manu Attri and B Sumeeth 
Reddy, who will face South 
Koreans Chung Eui Seok 
and Kim Dukyoung in their 
opening tie.

Ashwini Ponnappa and 
N. Sikki Reddy, Meghana 
Jakkampudi and Poorvisha 
S. Ram, and Sanjana San-
tosh and Arathi Sara Sunil 
are India's representatives 
in the women's doubles 
category.

Ashwini will pair up 
with Sumeeth in the mixed 
doubles. Another impor-
tant mixed doubles pairing 
for India will be Pranaav 
Jerry Chopra and Sikki. 
The pairing of Satwiksairaj 
Rankireddy and K. Manee-
sha K. is India's third chal-
lenge in this category.

Niroshan Dickwella (64) 
and Anjelo Mathews (36 
not out) were the major con-
tributors to the cause.

Unlike the Test series, 
which the hosts lost 0-3, Sri 
Lanka started the limited 
overs campaign on a good 
note as their top order stood 

up to the occasion. The top 
three batsmen maintained 
a perfect run-rate till the 
halfway-mark of the allotted 
50 overs.

India's ploy to use pac-
er Jasprit Bumrah as the 
first change also failed as 
all-rounder Hardik Pan-

dya, who was brought in 
for Bumrah, was smashed 
by the Sri Lankan batman. 
Pacer Bhuvneshwar Kumar 
also failed to click this time. 

But soon, after 12 overs, 
when the spinners were in-
troduced, it was India gain-
ing the upper edge as the Sri 

Lankan batsman found it 
difficult to tackle them.

After Indian skipper 
Virat Kohli won the toss 
and put Sri Lanka in to bat, 
Dickwella and Danushka 
Gunathilaka gave the perfect 
start to their team as both 
forged a 74-run partnership 
in 14 overs before the latter 
was sent back to the pavilion 
by leg-spinner Yuzvendra 
Chahal (74/1).

Unperturbed by the fall 
of  Gunathilaka's wicket, 
incoming batsman Kusal 
Mendis (36) along with 
Dickwella continued the 
pace and built up a 65-run 
stand for the second wicket. 
But just when things seemed 
good in the middle, Dickwel-
la was adjudged leg before 
wicket off Kedar Jadhav in 
the 25th over (139/2). It was 
just after Dickwella's wicket 
that the Sri Lankans lost the 
plot and started losing their 
wickets at regular intervals. 
Apart from the top-three 
batsmen, no other player 
stood up to the Indian pres-
sure and went back to the 
pavilion one by one.

Anjelo Mathews (36 not 
out) somehow managed to 
stick at the wicket but lack 
of  support from the other 
end resulted in a low total 
for the hosts.

Mathews apart, other 
middle-order batsmen Upul 
Tharanga (13), Chamara 
Kapugedera (1) Wanidu 
Hasaranga (2) scored a total 
of 16 runs only.

Lower-order players 
Thisara Perera (0), Lakshan 
Sandakan (5) and Lasith 
Malinga (8) tried to make up 
for the middle-order collapse 
but failed and thus, after a 
perfect start, the Islanders 
were restricted to 216.

For India, left-arm spin-
ner Axar Patel scalped three 
wickets while Bumrah, Cha-
hal and Jadhav took two 
wickets each. 

American legend Rocky 
Marciano on 49.

"I wouldn't count a fight 
like this as a 'fight'," said 
51-year-old Lewis.

"He's basically boxing a 
guy that is a UFC (Ultimate 
Fighting Championship) 
fighter and not a boxer."

Lewis, who was world 
champion three times and 
is the last undisputed cham-
pion from 1999-2001, con-
ceded the fight would at-
tract a large audience simply 
because there were so many 
imponderables.

"Everybody wants to 
know what's going to hap-
pen.

"Is McGregor going to 
throw a kick because, obvi-

ously when he resorts to 
boxing and realises he is 
no match for Mayweather, 
what will he do? How will 
he get around that?

"No other boxers from 
49 fights have figured out 
how to beat Mayweather 
-- now a UFC fighter that 
doesn't even have a boxing 
career is trying to beat him 
at boxing - I think it's a farce 
to a certain degree."

However, Lewis said he 
would not be one of those at-
tending unless he was made 
an offer he could not refuse.

"I don't think it is a fight 
that I am going to jump on 
a plane and go to see unless 
they pay me to commentate 
on it," he said.

Dimapur, August 20 (EMN): The Mo-
kokchung District T20 Cricket Federation 
affiliated to ITCF NYK, School of  games 
and Ministry of  Youth Affairs and Sports, 
Government of  India is organising its first 
ever Federation Cup Super8 day/ night 
tournament from August 21 onwards. The 
trophy was unveiled by Er. Shikato, SDO 
PWD (R&B), Mokokchung Division. Al-
together 12 teams are participating in the 
tournament. 

The participating teams from all the 
Districts for the tournament are:

*POOL A                 *POOL B                    
1.Hit and Run         1.United Brother's
2.Zungamedem     2.Youngster's 
3.Red Skin               3.Subhash

*POOL C                  *POOL D
1.Vincent                 1.Titans
2.GreyHound           2.Trebuchet
3.Sovran                   3.Black Hawks

Doha, August 20 (Reuters): 
Qatar will build a stadium 
shaped like an Arabian skull 
cap for the 2022 World Cup, 
organisers said on Sunday, 
as the Gulf  state moves 
ahead with preparations 
for the tournament despite 
a diplomatic rift with its 
neighbours. Saudi Ara-
bia, Egypt, Bahrain and 
the United Arab Emirates 
imposed sanctions on fel-
low U.S. ally Qatar in June 
and cut all transport links 
with the country, accusing 
it of supporting terrorism - a 
charge Doha denies. To get 
around the boycott, Qatar 
has flown in food from Tur-
key and Iran and chartered 
ships via Oman to bring 
in construction materials 
needed for World Cup proj-
ects. The tournament is the 
centrepiece of a strategy to 
project Qatar onto the global 

stage via sport. Doha's Al 
Thumama stadium, de-
signed by a Qatari architect 
in the shape of a traditional 
knitted "gahfiya" Arabian 
cap, will host 40,000 fans at 
a World Cup quarter final 
match, the country's 2022 
organising body said in a 
statement. "This symbolic 
design embodies everything 
that unites us as Arabs and 
Muslims, and is a fitting trib-
ute to the first FIFA World 
Cup in the Middle East," 
said Hassan al-Thawadi, Qa-
tar's 2022 committee chief. 
The venue is one of at least 
eight air-conditioned stadi-
ums Qatar is building along 
with a new port and metro 
system as part of a $200 bil-
lion infrastructure upgrade. 
Qatar has denied reports the 
Arab sanctions have hurt 
tourism and lowered hotel 
occupancy rates.

Sofia, August 20 (Reuters): Bul-
garia's former European weightlift-
ing champion Velichko Cholakov, 
who served a four-year ban for 
doping, died on Sunday at the age 
of 35.

A hospital official in the south-
ern town of  Smolyan confirmed 
Cholakov’s death and said the 
cause would only be known after 
an autopsy.

Members of Cholakov's family 
told local media he had recently 
been suffering with heart prob-
lems.

A number of Bulgarian weight-
lifters have died at young ages.

Bulgaria's 2004 Olympic 
weightlifting champion Milen 
Dobrev died two years ago at 
the age of  35, while three-times 
weightlifting world champion Mi-
hail Petrov passed away at the age 
of 28 in 1992.

Cholakov was among the 11 
members of  the Bulgarian team 
that failed doping tests before the 
start of the 2008 Olympics in Bei-
jing. That led to the withdrawal of  
the whole team from the Games.

Fixture for Monday 
United 16 FC vs Khriekesa FC at 1:00 pm 

Power Comm FC vs Forerunners' FC at 3:00 pm

At 6 feet 6 inches (1.98 metres), 
Cholakov, who also won the silver 
medal in the over 105 kg-category 
at the world championships in 2003 
and Olympic bronze in Athens a 
year later, was one of  the tallest 
lifters of all time.

After serving a four-year dop-
ing ban, he obtained Azerbaijani 

citizenship and was set to compete 
for the oil-rich country at the 2012 
Olympics in London but withdrew 
before the competition due to 
health issues. Bulgarian weightlift-
ers have won 12 Olympic titles and 
36 medals in total, making it one of  
the most successful Olympic sports 
in the country.


