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“There are better  
starters than me but  

I’m a strong finisher.” 

~ Usain Bolt
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Min.Max. Max.Min.
Aizawl 28° 21°
Agartala 32° 26°
Gangtok 26° 17°
Guwahati 33° 26°
Imphal 30° 22°

Itanagar 30° 23°
Shillong 25° 18°
Delhi 34° 28°
Kolkata 32° 26°
Chennai 34° 25°

 Max:  Min:
KOHIMA 27.5° 15.8°
DIMAPUR 34° 25°
 RF:  RH:
KOHIMA NIL 85%
DIMAPUR NIL 91%
* Rainfall (RF) * Relative humidity (RH)
Temperature in State Capitals

WEATHER
TEMPERATURE

Sanctuary Choir of Union Baptist Church presenting a song during the 31st AGM of IRCSN at Durbar Hall, Raj Bhavan, Kohima, 
on Saturday.

Mmholumo Kikon with the poets during the launch of Woven words – a collection of women’s poetry at The Heritage, Old DC 
Bungalow, Kohima, on Saturday.

A crash of rhinoceroses move to higher lands from the flood-hit areas of Assam’s Kaziranga National Park in July this year. (EM 
File Photo)   

Governor questions Red Cross’ 
poor performance in Nagaland 

Rio’s call for NPF convention is 
‘illegal’, says rival NPF section 

When 9 teachers and 64 poems equal a collection of 'woven words'

Assam floods: 225 animals dead in Kaziranga

CSU introduces wrestling as compulsory 
game in Phek educational institutions

NPF chooses Rio as ‘president’ 

ACAUT reveals more than `1K crore 
released under MGNREGA in 2016-17

    

NATION ENTERTAINMENT SPORTS

“Predator’’ star Sonny  
Landham dead at 76 | P10

Gabriel Paulista  joins  
Valencia from Arsenal  |  P11

JD-U hints at action against  
Sharad if he attends RJD rally | P8

On IRCSN membership, the 
governor questioned as to why 
the membership has come down 
over the last few years. He point-
ed out that eight out of  eleven 
districts have no members in the 
IRCSN.

Acharya also lamented at 
the weak performance of  the 
three mobile vans which have 
been reserved for emergency 
patients. It was informed that 
all the three mobile vans could 
extend help to 28 patients in the 
entire year.

“How better this organisa-
tion can serve its purpose more 
practically”, Acharya said and 
urged the IRCSN officials to 
find out new methods to reach 
out to the people.

Chief  Minister TR Zeliang, 

who is the vice president of  
IRCSN, lauded the humanitar-
ian activities undertaken by the 
society for the people during the 
past decades.

“The society, since em-
barking on its noble mission 
of  working for the needy, have 
indeed covered much ground s 
notwithstanding the limited re-
sources”, Zeliang said adding 
“we also needs (sic) to humbly 
acknowledge the fact that much 
more needs to be done.”

 “As we march forward in 
our humble mission of  reaching 
out to the unreached and provid-
ing support to people in distress, 
let us be guided by the seven fun-
damental principles of  the Red 
Cross – humanity, impartiality, 
neutrality, independence, volun-

tary service, unity and universal-
ity”, the CM said and urged the 
officials and staff  to work untir-
ingly and with the same degree 
of  dedication and selflessness in 
the days to come.

Earlier, the report on the 
business session of  IRCSN held 
on August 18 was presented Dr 
Kepelhusie Terhüja, general 
secretary of  IRCSN, while Dr 
Neiphi Kire, member of  the 
IRCSN managing committee, 
delivered the welcome address.

The programme, chaired 
by Dr SI Tushi Ao, vice chair-
man IRCSN, commenced with 
invocation pronounced by State 
chaplain, Kuzeirang Thou, 
while Sanctuary choir, Union 
Baptist Church presented two 
songs. 

writing more and more as they 
surge ahead with greater respon-
sibilities.

“History will remember 
what is written and what has 
been recorded,” he said adding 
that “it will be a disservice to the 
Naga society if  they (writers/po-
ets) stop producing.”

“Everybody who is sensitive 
to what is happening around 
him/her, will want to contrib-
ute something for the society,” 
he said and lauded the collec-
tive responsibility of  the English 

teachers.
Further mentioning that 

writing is a powerful medium to 
reach out the people, he congrat-
ulated the writers for the newly 
launched book as he observed 
that “there are not so many who 
can write.”

Giving a preface to the book, 
Temsula Ao, who is considered 
a literary giant in the Naga so-
ciety, lauded all the poets and 
expressed hope that the readers 
will appreciate the freshness of  
expression in the poems and will 

be able to derive much inspira-
tion.

“What is noteworthy about 
this volume is that along with 
the heavy responsibilities of  
teaching, the poets have made 
time to listen to the calling of  
their inner voice by writing with 
honesty and urgency about their 
own perceptions of  human exist-
ence,” Temsula said adding that 
“the poems will find resonance 
in the young minds and be able 
to give them the right incentive 
to appreciate the beauty of  na-

Guwahati, August 19 (IANS): 
At least 225 animals have died 
in the Kaziranga National Park 
in Assam as a second wave of  
devastating floods lashed the 
state, park officials said on Sat-
urday.

As of  Saturday, 30 per cent 

of  the park was still inundated. 
Earlier this month, the first 
wave of  floods had submerged 
over 70 per cent of  the park and 
led to the death of  105 animals, 
park Director Satyendra Singh 
told IANS. 

"The flood water is starting 

to recede but the pace is very 
slow," Singh said. "It will take 
another few days to completely 
recede." 

The dead animals include 
178 hog deer, 15 rhinos, four 
elephants and one tiger. The 
second wave of  floods hit the 
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EM Images

ture, cherish the warmth of  hu-
man relationships and instill in 
the young minds the courage to 
face the adversities of  life.”

Presenting an introduction 
about the book, Moanungla 
Kevichüsa, assistant professor 
and HoD, department of  Eng-
lish, Kohima College, on behalf  
of  the writers, said that it has 
been a very rewarding experi-
ence for all of  them.

Admitting that this is just the 
beginning and a small venture, 
Kevichüsa expressed hope that 
all of  them will be able to con-
tribute a lot more in the coming 
days and years.

During the launching pro-
gramme, some of  the poets 
including Khriezenuo Vizo, 
C Vezholu Kotso, Sungjemin-
la, Theyiesinuo Keditsu and 
Emisenla Jamir also recited 
some of  their poems to the gath-
ering.

The programme, chaired 
by Avinuo Kire, commenced 
with invocation pronounced by 
Temjen Sempo, pastor, Kohima 
Ao Baptist Church, while a song 
was presented by Tutu Terhüja.

With the release, Woven 
Words will be available in the 
market for sale, it was informed.

state earlier this month, sub-
merging 25 districts and affect-
ing over 33 lakh people. 

The floods also damaged 
houses and public buildings, 
breached embankments, dam-
aged roads and washed away 
bridges. 

All the northeastern states 
have remained cut off  from the 
other parts of  India as rail con-
nectivity snapped forcing the 
Railway Board to suspend train 
services beyond Malda and Al-
ipurduar (West Bengal). 

In 2012, 793 animals died 
in Kaziranga due to heavy 
floods. Last year, a total of  
503 animals were killed in the 
floods.

Meanwhile, the Northeast 
Frontier Railway (NFR) said 
it hopes to fix the snapped rail 
links to the region by August 
28 if  the flood situation does 
not deteriorate further. 

NFR Chief  Public Rela-
tions Officer P.J. Sharma said 
on Saturday that the railway 
network still remains breached 
in Kishanganj, Katihar and 
Araria districts of  Bihar, which 
had been affected severely by 
the recent floods in Assam and 
other eastern India states. 

"The restoration work is go-
ing on on a war footing in all lo-

cations. As per the engineering 
estimate, full connectivity can-
not be restored before August 
28. However, to alleviate the 
problems of  passengers want-
ing to leave from the northeast 
or come in and for the move-
ment of  goods the railways 
have been trying to make some 
arrangements," he said. 

"As of  now, Kishanganj sta-
tion has been made available 
for loading of  goods/essential 
commodities. Merchants can 
now place indents for place-
ment of  rakes at Kishanganj. 
These rakes will be able to car-
ry goods to all parts of  North 
Bengal, Assam and the rest of  
the northeast," he said on Sat-
urday. 

He said a direct train serv-
ice has been started between 
Dalkhola and Dibrugarh which 
is in addition to the presently 
running daily special trains be-
tween Dalkhola-Guwahati and 
Guwahati-Dibrugarh. 

With these measures, pas-
sengers from the northeast will 
be able to travel in or out of  
the region and north Bengal 
by availing bus connectivity be-
tween Dalkhola and Raiganj. 
Train connectivity is available 
at both these stations for further 
journey to their destinations.

Our Correspondent
Kohima, August 19 (EMN): 
While observing that the Naga-
land was lacking in everything, 
Governor PB Acharya has 
called upon the Naga leaders to 
rise up and serve the people in a 
‘new dimensional way’.

Addressing the 31st annual 
general meeting of  the Indian 
Red Cross Society of  Nagaland 
(IRCSN) today at Durbar Hall, 
Raj Bhavan, Acharya urged the 
leaders to render their best in or-
der to transform the society.

“In order to progress, it is im-
portant in empowering the peo-
ple and the society as a whole. It 
is time Nagaland has to discuss 
for the poor”, said Acharya.

Stating that the ‘poor’ were 
the weakest link of  any society, 
the governor underscored the 
need to reach out to the ‘poorer 
section’ if  at all the Naga society 
was to make progress in every 
field.

“Talking about serving the 
people with a new dimensional 
way, let us discuss for the poor 
with an open mind and with-
out any criticism”, the governor 
said adding that “a society will 
not progress if  the weakest link 
is neglected.”

Mentioning that the state 
and centre have many welfare 
projects, Acharya stressed the 
need to reach out to the benefi-
ciaries with those schemes.

Our Correspondent
Kohima, August 19 (EMN):  
Woven words – a collection of  
women’s poetry, was formally 
launched today by Mmhonlumo 
Kikon, minister for Geology & 
Mining and Border Affairs, at 
The Heritage, Old DC Bunga-
low, Kohima. 

The newly launched book, 
published by Heritage Publish-
ing House, Dimapur, is a col-
lection of  64 poems from nine 
women who are all teaching 
faculty members of  English de-
partment, Kohima College, Ko-
hima.

The poets are Moanungla 
Kevichüsa, Megovono Üsou, 
Khriezenuo Vizo, C Vezholu 
Kotso, Sungjeminla, Limajun-
gla Jamir, Theyiesinuo Keditsu, 
Emisenla Jamir and Avinuo 
Kire.

Mmhonlumo, in his address, 
congratulated the poets for the 
timely production and for their 
contribution to Naga literature, 
which he said will go a long way 
in the production of  knowledge.

Stating the need to develop 
further the existing Naga narra-
tives, he encouraged the women 
writers not to stop from where 
they have reached, but to keep 

Dimapur, August 19 (EMN): 
The Naga People’s Front party, 
stating to represent its “central 
headquarters”, has on Saturday 
claimed that the call for an NPF 
general convention issued by 
Neiphiu Rio was “illegal, unau-
thorized, unconstitutional and 
ultra vires, and should be con-
sidered as a futile exercise by 
desperate group of suspended 
and expelled NPF members”.

The “media and press 
bureau” of  this side of  the 
NPF divide, through a press 
statement issued on Saturday 
claimed that said call for meet-
ing was illegal since Rio was no 
longer an NPF member after 
his expulsion issued by former 
chief  minister Dr Shuhozelie 
Liezietsu. 

“Now, party rank and file 
as well as the public and well 

wishers are reminded that the 
so-called general convention 
called by Neiphiu Rio, who is 
no longer a member of the NPF 
Party, on September 20, 2017, 
is illegal, unauthorized, uncon-
stitutional and ultra vires, and 
should be considered as a fu-
tile exercise by desperate group 
of suspended and expelled 
NPF members”, the statement 
claimed. 

Dimapur, August 19 (EMN): 
The NPF group in support 
of Neiphiu Rio on Saturday 
decided to remove the prefix 
“interim” formerly attached 
to described the former chief  
minister as the NPF party 
chief.

According to a press re-
lease from the ‘NPF press and 
information cell’, more than 
two-third “absolute majority 
of the NPF led DAN Legis-
lature Party” had selected Rio 
‘the interim president of NPF’ 
on July 3 last.

“Consequent upon the 
selection, a 15 days Ultima-
tum (sic) was served to Dr 
Shürhozelie Liezietsu to resign 
from the post of NPF president 
by the NPF led DAN absolute 
majority group. Whereas, the 
ultimatum was served to him 
to repent and to save the NPF 
party from further destruc-
tions and mutilations (sic).

“Whereas, the grace pe-
riod had expired on 13 Aug 
2017, yet he deliberately and 
arrogantly refuses to resign 
and warms the chair as if  
he inherited the NPF party.  
Now, therefore, the prefix of  
interim shall be deleted from 
the designation of Neiphiu 
Rio, the president of the NPF 
party henceforth.        

“Nevertheless, the abso-
lute majority group has consti-
tuted and appointed a search 
committee wherein the names 
of the party president, central 
office bearers (COB) and fron-
tal wings shall be proposes 
(sic) which ultimately shall be 
approved during the party con-
vention scheduled on 20 Sept 
at Dimapur. Subsequently, the 
approved president and COB 
shall be forwarded to ECI for 
due recognition which shall be 
our fundamental basis to claim 
the cock symbol”, it stated. 

Dimapur, August 19 
(EMN): ACAUT Naga-
land, not for the first time, 
has called out one of the 
state government agencies 
concerning misappropria-
tion of financial figures. 

The anti-corruption 
movement on Saturday is-
sued statement branding the 
oft-repeated choice of “min-
isters and MLAs’ as the 
state having no money for 
development as “absolutely 
fabricated”. It cited figures 
obtained from the depart-
ment of finance to buttress 
its point.  According to the 
Finance Department (FD), 
a whopping amount of Rs. 
1188,79,10,000/- (1188 

Kohima, August 19 (EMN): 
The Chakhesang Students’ 
Union (CSU) is all set to 
launch the introduction of  
wrestling as compulsory game 
in all the educational institu-
tions under its jurisdiction on 
August 26 at Pfutsero under 
Phek district.

Nagaland Wrestling As-
sociation (NWA) president 
Neivikuolie Khatsu will be 
the special guest while Cha-
khesang Public Organization 
(CPO) president Kekhwengu-
lo Lea will be the valedictory 
guest and Naga Students’ Fed-
eration (NSF) president Keso-
sul Christopher Ltu as special 
invitee.

The main objective of  the 
launching of  wrestling in edu-
cational institution is to en-

courage and support those in-
terested students individual to 
choose this profession as their 
career so also to protect and 
promote our traditional game. 

The Union is confident that 
under the initiative of  NWA, 
WFI and other like minded 
organization this game will be 
very soon introduce even in 
the Olympic as in the name of  
Belt Wrestling. 

The Union want to en-
courage it's student to take 
up this profession which will 
also help give opportunity to 
the youth to explore their tal-
ents and that it may help the 
state to eradicate the unem-
ployment problem too. The 
young generation should not 
only focus on Govt.job alone 
but should venture out and 

seek different ways and means 
to choose a career since there 
are so many avenue which we 
are yet to explore, stated CSU 
president Dode Nakro.

The wrestling will be 
played in 3 categories. Group 
A (College), Group B (High-
er Secondary) and Group C 
(High School).

All the educational institu-
tions have been asked to send 
maximum number of  five par-
ticipants in each category.

Any bonafide CSU mem-
ber (s) studying outside Cha-
khesang jurisdiction aspiring 
to participate have been asked 
to submit a photo copy of  
birth certificate, school col-
lege ID card, 2 passports and 
authorization letter from their 
respective unit presidents. 

Crores 79 Lakhs and 10 thou-
sand only) has been released for 
MGNREGA payments for the 
year 2016-17. While a total of  
Rs. 591,10,80,000 Crores (591 
Cr 10 lakhs and 80 thousand) 
was drawn between April and 
October 2016, another hand-
some amount was drawn dated 
1st May, 2017, for the year 2016-
17. Thus, while all the villages in 
Nagaland are complaining that 
only 3 or 4 out of 100 man-day 
wages in a year are being paid, 
the finance department and the 
RD department seems to be in 
honeymoon period”, it stated.

ACAUT asked the depart-
ment concerned whether it was 
indulging in ‘double withdraw-
als since some of the documents 
indicates so’.  “Why the RDD is 
giving out only 3 to 4 man-day 
wages in a year despite the co-
lossal amount being released by 
the GoI. The FD should clarify 
on the actual amount released by 
the department for the year 2016-
17 for MGNREGA programme 
since the ACAUT suspects that 
the amount released is higher 
than the projected Rs. 1188 Cr ”, 
it also demanded to know.

The ACAUT also asked the 
chief minister to ‘clarify to the 
Naga people as to where such 
a huge amount was utilized 
against the background of villag-
ers being paid only 3 to 4 man-
day wages’. “The Chief Minister 
TR Zeliang should not allow the 
Nagas to conclude that this co-
lossal amount has been siphoned 
off for personal gains or to be uti-
lized in the next 2018 elections”, 
it state.



Govt servants equipped with office processes

DMC issues order on 
disposing garbage

NSU condemns murder of minor

DLSAs conduct legal 
sensitisation and visitation

Model Christian College organises literary day 

KUD joint coordination meet held 

Teachers encouraged using comprehensive evaluation in teaching

Tobacco cessation facility available in 5 centres at Dimapur 
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NEWS IN BRIEF
NPYC to hold rally against  
deplorable road
The Nagaland Pradesh Youth Congress (NPYC) will 
be holding a protest rally in pertaining to the deplorable 
road condition in the entire state on August 22, at PWD 
junction from Kohima. General secretary (Admn) NPYC, 
Limayangba, informed that the rally will be followed by 
pasting of pamphlets. The NPYC has requested public 
to co-operate. 

DoSE reminds on state level  
teachers conference
Principal Director of Directorate of School Education 
(DoSE), Smita Sarangi has reminded all concerned 
DEO/SDEO to attend the two-day State Level Teachers 
Conference (SLEC) which has been scheduled on August 
22 and 23, at NBCC Convention Hall, Kohima. All the 
concerned have been directed to select teachers accord-
ing to the SCERT letter No. SCERT/TC-C/2014/1091, 
Dated 25th July 2017. The DEO/SDEO/teachers are 
requested to reach the venue on August 22at 9 positively.

CLC to organise debate competition
The City Law College (CLC) will be organising a debate 
competition on topic ‘Nagas can survive as a Nation’ on 
August 26, 10 a.m. at the college premises. All the students 
have been asked to attend the programme in uniform 
positively, failing which that concerned student will be 
held liable to the union.

DUCCF convenes emergency meeting
Dimapur Urban council Chairman Federation (DUCCF) 
has convened an emergency general meeting on August 
21, 4 p.m. at Lengrijan Council Hall.

SNUNS annual general meeting
South Nagas Union of  Nagaland State (SNUNS) has 
convened an annual general meeting on August 20, 10 
a.m. at Aida Conference Hall, Don Bosco Complex, 
Dimapur. All the office bearers and advisors of SNUNS, 
president and general secretary and 3 or more representa-
tives of every federating (tribe hoho) have been informed 
to attend positively.  

CORRECTIONS
News item under caption “ZCAN appeals Manipur 
CM,” published in this daily on August 17 issue in 
Region page, the last sentence should be read as ‘for 
the greater interest and welfare of  justice’ and not as 
rendered.

IMPORTANT NUMBERS
WOMEN HELPLINE: 181

DIMAPUR (STD CODE: 03862)

Bethesda Ambulance Service                 9615053217, 9615520007

CIHSR 242555, 242533

Police Control Room 7085055050

Dimapur District Hospital 232224

Diphupar PS 7085055032

East PS 7085055030

Faith Hospital 248912, 9436004220

Fire Station (Chumu) 282777

Fire Station (Dimapur) 7085378850, 232201

GRPS 7085055031

Medziphema PS 7085055033

MH (Metro) Hospital 227930/231081

Mobile Unit Commander 7085055046

Nikos Hospital 248285, 232032

Niuland PS 7085088035

Sub-Urban PS 7085055036

Traffic Control -1 7085088038

Traffic Control -2 7085088039

West PS 7085055034

Women Cell 7085055037

Zion Hospital 231864, 224117, 227337

KOHIMA (STD Code: 0370)

Bethel Nursing Home 2224202

Chiephobozou PS
Officer-in-Charge

8575045506
8575045516

Childline Kohima 1098

Chiephobozou PS
Officer-in-Charge

8575045506
8575045516

Fire Stations 2222952

IRCS Ambulance Service 2244350

Kezocha PS
Officer-in-Charge

8575045549
8575045538

Khuzama PS
Officer-in-Charge

8575045505
8575045515

NHAK 2222916

North PS
Officer-in-Charge

2222222, 8575045501
8575045510

Oking Hospital 2290080, 2290146

Police Control Room 100/2244279, 8575045500

South PS
Officer-in-Charge

2222111, 8575045502
8575045520

Tseminyu PS
Officer-in-Charge

8575045507
8575045517

Zubza PS
Officer-in-Charge

8575045508
8575045518

MOKOKCHUNG (STD Code: 0369)
Chopper Service 8974151974/ 9615776811

Christian Hospital, Impur 2262214

Dr. Imkongliba Hospital 2226216/2226394

Faith Hospital Ambulance 9436004220, 9856051827

Fire Station 2226225

Hope Ambulance Service 8415827895/9856277674

Hotel Metsuben 8014587442/ 2226373

IRCS Ambulance Service 09402993002

Lifeline Ambulance 9436439707/ 9862447893

Mokokchung PS 1 2226241

Power House 2226221/2226293

Sewak Gate PS 2 2226213

Traffic Control 9485232691

Tuli Police Station 9485232693

Women Cell 9485232692

Woodland Nursing Home 2226263

WEATHER FORECAST IN OTHER DISTRICTS 
Max Min DP RH RF

WOKHA 25.6 18.4 21 90 NIL

ZBT 25.5 16.5 22.5 95 NIL

MON 28.4 23.2 21.9 90 63

TUENSANG 24.2 20 17.8 92 2.1

MKG 28 22.2 20.4 69 NIL

PHEK 25.5 18.6 21 90 NIL

KIPHIRE 27 20 20.9 98 NIL

SECHÜ ZUBZA 28.5 21.5 24.4 81 2.2

LONGLENG 20 18 18.5 95 NIL

TSEMINYU 24.8 20.2 22.4 92 1

JALUKIE 28 20 19.6 76 19

MANGKOLEMBA 25 22.8 23.8 100 2.2

*Dew Point (DP) *Rela ve Humidity (RH) * Rainfall (RF)

Dimapur, August 19 (EMN): 
With an aim to equip government 
servants on office management, 
training on office processes was 
conducted from August 17-19. 

During the three-day training, 
deputy director (Training), Dr. Ho-
vithal Sothu, presented on topics 
such as file management, different 
forms of official communication, 
noting skills and drafting skills, 
while leave rules was taken by 
deputy director (Training), Kaholi 
Sema.

In the Valedictory function, the 
additional director administration, 
Kevekha Kevin Zehol, encouraged 
the 38 participants from different 
departments to give their best in 
their work. He challenged them 
to make a difference in the society 
wherever they are. 

“Unless you practice what 
you have learnt, the knowledge 

that you have gained today will 
be wasted” he added. He also ap-

preciated the course coordinator 
for getting enough participants 

and for successfully completing 
the training.

Four participants namely Be-
nile Kent, Vizoneilie Pienyu, Vibi 
Mero and Rongsennukshi Aier 
spoke in the valedictory function. 
They thanked the course coordina-
tor and the institute for arranging 
such a good programme for them 
to learn about office manage-
ment. They also mentioned about 
interests to attend more trainings 
in future.

The course coordinator, Dr. 
Hovithal Sothu, gave a report on 
the course evaluation given by the 
participants and thanked the ad-
ditional director for his advices and 
encouraging words. 

He also thanked the partici-
pants for their cooperation and for 
being very good learners.

Dimapur,  August  19 
(EMN): Administrator of  
Dimapur Municipal Coun-
cil (DMC), Moa Sangtam 
in an order issued on Sat-
urday mentioned that it has 
observed that some residents 
under Dimapur Municipal-
ity are in the habit of throw-
ing branches of  trees and 
other non-household waste 
in the public dustbins which 
cause inconvenience to the 
residents of the area and dif-
ficulties in collection and dis-
posing off the same. There-
fore, except for household 
waste, throwing of any such 
waste in the public dustbins 

is strictly prohibited. 
Having been observed 

that some residents are in the 
habit of  disposing garbage 
in the drainage, which leads 
to drainage clogging and 
results in flood during heavy 
rainfall, the administrator in-
formed that disposing of gar-
bage in drainages is strictly 
prohibited henceforth. 

Further, all colony coun-
cils and GBs under Dimapur 
Municipality are informed 
to keep strict vigilant on 
such activities and report to 
the DMC in case of any de-
faulters. This order has been 
issued  for strict compliance. 

Dimapur,  August  19 
(EMN): The Ngwalwa Stu-
dents’ Union (NSU) has 
strongly condemned the 
murder of  Anjuli Rai, stu-
dent of GMS Gaili. The un-
ion stated that such heinous 
crime meted towards the girl 
is totally unacceptable and is 

also endangering the lives of  
every student. NSU requests 
the concerned authorities 
to investigate on the matter 
and book the culprit(s) at 
the earliest. The Ngwalwa 
Students’ Union conveyed 
heartfelt condolences to the 
bereaved family members.

Dimapur, August 19 (EMN): Zunheboto 
District Legal Services Authority (ZDLSA), 
Mokokchung District Legal Services Au-
thority (MDLSA) conducted legal awareness 
programmes, while Kiphire District Legal 
Services Authority (KDLSA) and Tuensang 
District Legal Services Authority (TDLSA) 
visited OST centers, observation home and 
District Jail.
Zunheboto: Zunheboto District Legal Serv-
ices Authority (ZDLSA) organised legal sen-
sitisation programme for district dobashis at 
DC Conference hall Zunheboto on August 
19. At the programme, district and session 
judge and chairman of ZDLSA Neichochiyi 
Suyie, delivered keynote address while short 
speeches were delivered by Additional 
Deputy Commissioner (ADC) Zunheboto, 
Vekhoyi Chakesang and Additional Super-
intendent of Police Zunheboto, Relo Aye.

Retainer lawyer, Tovi Z. Yeptho, , spoke 
on Nagaland Village Council Act 1978 and 
Rule of Administration of Justice and Police 
in Nagaland 1937.He elaborated the role, 
duties and functions of dobashis relying on 
the acts and rules from the village courts to 
customary courts, procedures and powers to 
function the Customary Courts etc.

Public prosecutor Zunheboto, J. Kheto-
holi Yepthomi, spoke on the role of dobashis 
in the district with reference to Consumer Pro-
tection Act1986, Motor Vehicle Act 1988 and 
Juvenile Justice (Care & Protection) Act 2005.

Superintendent of  Observation Home 
Zunheboto, Aolemla Imsong also highlight-
ed the functions of the home and emphasised 
the need of district dobashis role to sensitize 
the citizens in various fields and in assisting 
the law-enforcing agency while encountering 
with the child in conflict with Law.
Mokokchung: Mokokchung District Legal 
Services Authority (MDLSA) organised 
legal awareness programme for drug abuse 
and eradication of  drug menace at care 
Counselling Centre, Mokokchung on Au-
gust 19.

Chief judicial magistrate and secretary 
MDLSA, Phuleto Yepto highlighted the 
court based facility and welfare schemes to 
the users. 

Retainer lawyer, Imkong Jamir, spoke on 
different NSLSA scheme and legal service to 
the victim of drug abuse and eradication of  
drug menace. Highlighting on NALSA scheme 
2015 (legal services to the victims of drug abuse 
and eradication of drug menace) he urged the 
users to be a role model in the society. 
Kiphire: Kiphire District Legal Services Au-
thority (KDLSA) team led by Chief Judicial 
Magistrate and Secretary KDLSA, Mezivo-
lu T Therieh with retainer lawyer, Likase and 
APP, Sentila Aier visited observation home 
on August 16. The team interacted with the 
lone juvenile in conflict with law, the official 
and the family members of the juvenile.

The KDLSA team also visited Opioid 
Substitution Therapy (OST) centre at 
Kiphire town and interacted with the of-
ficials and OST users. 

The team noted that according to the 
monthly report, there are four clients for-
mally transferred to other OST centres, 42 
on treatment, 30 currently receiving OST 
from the centres, 17 receiving medicines 
for 25 or more days, 4 receiving medicines 
for 15-24 days, 9 receiving medicine for less 
than 15 days and 12 expected OST who did 
not receive OST or even one day during the 
reporting month.  
Tuensang: Tuensang District Legal Services 
Authority (TDLSA) team led by judicial 
magistrate first class and secretary, N Kano 
visited District Jail Tuensang on August 12. 
At present there are 16 inmates and with the 
assistance of the jailor the TDLSA members 
interviewed all the inmates under trial pris-
oners. A total of 6 cases were endorsed to 
panel lawyers for free legal aid.
Kohima: Kohima Legal Services Authority 
(KDLSA) set up legal literacy club with 20 
members at Legal Aid Clinic Kohima Col-
lege on August 18. 

Dimapur,  August  19 
(EMN): Model Christian 
College, Kohima,organised 
its 3rd Literary Day with 
Vishü Krocha as guest 
speaker. 

Addressing the stu-
dents, Krocha shared her 
experiences growing up 
as an aspiring writer in a 
society where doctors, en-
gineers and the like carry 
more weightage while lit-
erary creativity (singing, 
dancing, painting, writing, 
etc.) was regarded more as 
a hobby. 

Now, she said times 
have changed and occa-
sions like literary day will 
enable the students to 
showcase their creative 
abilities paving the way to 

make it as a profession. She 
urged the students to follow 
their interests with passion 
which is the key to success.

The second session in-

cluded competitions on 
painting, slogan writing, 
poetry, group song, extem-
pore speech, debate, quiz 
and spelling bee.

Dimapur, August 19 (EMN): The 
Kudawhi Union Dimapur (KUD) held a 
joint coordination meeting with leaders 
from all its frontal organisations and area 
units at DAN conference hall Carmel 
Higher Secondary School Chekeyi village, 
4th mile in Dimapur.

President of  KUD, K. James Vizo, 
who also chaired the meeting, shared vari-
ous activities undertaken under his leader-
ship. Highlighting various programmes 
to be carried out in future for the welfare 
of  KUD, he called upon the members to 
look forward with a vision to uplift the 
community with better understanding 
and cooperation. He also challenged the 
frontal organisations to shoulder their 

respective responsibilities with sincerity 
and dedication.

Senior member, Vichakielie invoked 
God’s blessing and also exhorted the mem-
bers to live an exemplary life with the love 
of God. He advised them to acknowledge 
God in all aspect and ask forgiveness so as 
to progress in one’s life. While expressing 
his pleasure to be KUD member, he said, the 
egotistical attitude of being KUD should be 
stop and pave ways to live with peace in God. 

Pres ident  of  Kewhimia Union 
Diphupar Rev. Kezha Dzüvichü; presi-
dent Kewhimia Union Chumukedima 
Khriesavilie Sekhose; seniors and leaders 
from different frontals also spoke on the 
occasion. 

Dimapur, August 19 (EMN): 
Nagaland Education Association 
(NEA) organised a special lecture 
on ‘constructivism as an approach 
to teaching learning’ for teacher 
educators and B.Ed students of  
Modern Institute of Teacher Edu-
cation (MITE), Kohima, URA 
College of  Teacher Education, 
Kohima and Sazolie College of  
Teacher Education, Kohima.  

During the programme, the as-
sociation promoted various meth-
ods and skills of teaching. Teachers 
were encouraged to use continuous 
and comprehensive evaluation as a 
culture of teaching. They are also 
advised to conduct more literary 
programmes to allow the children 

to construct their own views and 
opinions like debating, extempore 
speech, essay writing, role play, 
drama, painting, drawing, music, 
dance,  silent meditation, interac-
tion, counselling. 

The Special lecture also em-
phasised the importance of team 
teaching, collaboration in teaching 
and learning, group work and the-
matic approach to teaching. 

A brief  discussion was also 
held on how to develop a lesson 
plan based on 5 Es viz: Engage, 
Explore, Explain, Elaborate and 
Evaluate. 

The resource persons for the 
programme were Dr. Zavise Rume, 
associate professor of  SCERT 

and Sanjay Sinha, senior lecturer, 
DIET, Pfutsero.

In a press realease, NEA presi-
dent, Dr. Zavise Rume, said the 
idea of constructivism has greatly 
influenced the modern education 
system specially the Indian educa-
tion system. The National Curricu-
lum Framework 2005 has defined 
the child as the natural constructor 
of Knowledge. It emphasised that 
modern teachers lost faith in the 
child and that is the reason why 
teachers teach everything without 
giving opportunities for children to 
work to discover themselves. 

The National Curriculum for 
School Education 2000 has recog-
nised the child as the constructor 

of knowledge. The Draft National 
Policy on Education 2016 while 
recognising the child as the expert  
learner, emphasised that the school 
education must promote critical 
thinking, concentration, reasoning 
rather than a mere memorization 
of facts and figures. 
Learner centered classroom semi-
nar: Modern Institute of Teacher 
Education Kohima has success-
fully organised a One Day Seminar 
on “Building a learner centered 
classroom through emotional in-
telligence” with Dr. Rukulü Kezo, 
assistant professor, Department of  
English, Modern College Kohima 
as resource person. 

The seminar focuses on the 

learner centered classroom which 
is the need of the hour. Dr. Kezo 
talked about the shifts of learning 
in a learner from literacy skills to 
social skills. She also emphasised 
on the constructivist approach of  
learning and explore on the learner 
idea through multiple activities. 
She talks about creating a learner 
friendly class room by integrating 
emotional intelligence into the 
learning environment.

The seminar was chaired 
Daikho Manehrii, assistant pro-
fessor of  MITE while welcomed 
address was delivered by H L 
Gangte, vice-principal of  MITE. 
The seminar concluded with a 
discussion hour.

Dimapur,  August  19 
(EMN): The review meet-
ing cum orientation on 
tobacco cessation for coun-
sellors was held in Dis-
trict Tobacco Control Cell 
(DTCC) on August 18. 

DNO NTCP, Dr. C Tet-
seo said counselling is the 
most important component 
of  tobacco cessation pro-
gramme and informed that 
the facility is now at Eden 
medical centre, Shalom 
home, DTC, NCD Clinic 
and TCC District Hospital 
Dimapur, for tobacco users 
who want to quit. He also 
informed that for those who 
need substitutes, the DTCC 
is also providing nicotine 
gum and patch free of cost. 

Dr. C Tetseo appreci-
ated CIHSR, Eden medical 
centre and Shalom home 
for taking up this additional 

responsibility.
The programme was 

attended by counsellors 
from CIHSR, Eden medi-

cal centre, Shalom home, 
DTC, NCD Clinic and 
TCC District Hospital Di-
mapur.
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Suspension bridge over 
Dhansiri bridge soon: DC 

CHSS launches ‘Better Dimapur’ team

Imkongsenla wins photo contest

BJP launches bodies in Longsa

Kohima Gorkha women organise ‘Pre Teez’

Greenwood School organises science exhibition

Students told to promote culture in originality 

DIPR appreciates 
NIC and SDC

CANSSEA Zbt unit elects new team

KVK Mon organises in Aboi 

Staff Reporter 
Dimapur, August 19 
(EMN): In what could be 
termed as a major relief  to 
people living on the other 
side of  Dhansiri River con-
necting Dimapur city on 
Nagarjan road, Deputy 
Commissioner, Dimapur, 
Kesonyu Yhome, today 
announced to construct a 
suspension bridge on pri-
ority.

It may be mentioned 
here that vehicular move-
ment along the road was 
restricted following dam-
age to the bridge since July 
20. The over 100 years-old 
bridge was damaged fol-
lowing the recent unprec-
edented natural calamity. 
Damage to the bridge had 
aggravated traffic conges-
tion on National Highway 
along the Purana Bazaar 
section. The other option 
was the Thahekhu village- 
Army bypass road to con-
nect with other parts of  the 
State.

Notwithstanding the 
damage done to the road, 
hundreds of  residents from 
Kuda ‘B’ Khel, undertook 
a social work on Saturday.

Deputy Commissioner, 
who paid a visit during the 

social work, told media 
persons that the proposed 
construction of  suspension 
bridge will take its course 
of  time to complete as the 
concerned department is 
yet to receive materials for 
the suspension bridge. He, 
however, asserted that the 
government was contem-
plating to provide a tem-
porary suspension bridge 
on priority for the conveni-

ence of  the public. 
Kuda Village Council 

chairman, Achübu Meru-
no, briefing media persons, 
said ‘it is the urgent desire 
of  the village council and 
the residents of  Kuda vil-
lage build a seasonal bam-
boo bridge to enable light 
vehicles to pass through.’   

The completion of  sus-
pension bridge construc-
tion will be subjected to the 

government supplying full 
equipments and materials 
to the village.

Meanwhile, Kuda vil-
lage land owners Savi 
Liegise and Tsobidolie, 
whose land lies on both 
sides of  the river, have be-
nevolently given permis-
sion for temporary land 
use till such time the main 
bridge is restored, said 
Meruno. 

Our Correspondent
Mokokchung, August 
19 (EMN): A 26 year old 
amateur photographer, 
Imkongsenla was declared 
winner of  the ‘Photo 
Contest and Exhibition 
for Mokokchung Shutter 
Bugs’ which was held in 
commemoration of  the 
World Photography Day 
at Imlong Place, Mokok-
chung on Saturday.

The contest was single 
handily organised by Toshi 
Kichu, a well-known pho-
tographer in Mokokchung, 
on the theme “Image of  
Mokokchung” with Chu-
bayongdang Walling, Dis-
trict Public Relation Offic-
er (DPRO) Mokokchung, 
as the special guest.

Altogether 20 photo-
graphs of  different genres 
were collected from en-
thusiastic photographers 
around Mokokchung, 

wherein Imkongsenla re-
flection image bagged the 
winning prize. She walks 
away with a cash amount 
of  Rs 5000. Toshi Aier of  
Tongdentsuyong Ward 
and Aren Changkiri of  
Kumlong Ward secured 
the first and second runner-
ups positions respectively. 
They both received a cash 
amount of  Rs 3000 and Rs 
2000 respectively.

The contest was 
judged by Mennolhoulie 
Kire (Photographer from 
Dimapur), Limalenden 
Longkumer (president of  
Mokokchung Press Club 
President) and Lensana 
(writer and a photo enthu-
siastic).

During the programme, 
Chubayongdang Walling, 
DPRO Mokokchung, con-
gratulated Toshi Kichu for 
single handily organising 
the contest and photo exhi-

bition in commemoration 
of  the World Photography 
Day.

He said ever since the 
invention photography 
process in the 1837, photo-
graphs has become part of  
daily life. Congratulating 
the winners, he also ap-
preciated the enthusiasm 
of the participants for their 
activeness to participate 
in the contest and advised 
them to give more enthusi-
asm in photography.

He has termed pho-
tography to visual poetry, 
which expressed emotion 
and situation to the view-
ers, adding photographs 
open doors to the past and 
the future. 

Toshi Kichu said that 
the main motivation be-
hind organising the event 
was to motivate the young 
photographers and to make 
this event a yearly event.

Dimapur, August 19 
(EMN): Continuing with 
the year-long celebrations 
to commemorate its 50th 
anniversary, students of  
Christian Higher Second-
ary School (CHSS), Di-
mapur, conducted a clean-
liness drive on August 19 
was spearheaded by the 
school’s Social Service 
Club and sponsored by Wa-
ter and Sanitation Support 
Organisation (WSSO), 
PHED, Nagaland.

Around 1500 students, 
teachers, alumni, well-
wishers and the team Clean 
Dimapur participated in 
cleaning the Nyamo Lotha 
Road stretch and the school 
campus. Besides, aware-
ness slogans were carried 
out on wheels (bicycles), 
signature campaign, essay 
writing and art competi-
tions were conducted on 
the topics ‘Keep it Green, 
Keep it Clean,’ ‘Our Envi-
ronment, Our Responsibil-
ity,’ ‘Go Green, Go Clean’ 
and ‘Green Earth, Clean 
Earth.’

CHSS became the first 

educational institute in Di-
mapur to be a part of  the ‘A 
Better Dimapur’ team with 
the launching of  ‘Clean 
Your Neighbourhood’ 
campaign. 

The chief  guest at the 
programme, Moa Sang-
tam, Administrator of  Di-
mapur Municipal Coun-

cil (DMC) welcomed the 
historic step taken by the 
school. He called upon in-
dividuals to change their 
mindset of  “only keeping 
our house clean” to “keep-
ing our neighbourhood 
and city clean” and also to 
leave a better Dimapur for 
our children.

Under this initiative, 
CHSS Social Service Club 
has decided to own the 
responsibility of  cleaning 
Nyamo Lotha Road every 
working Saturdays by be-
coming messengers of  a 
cleaner and greener Dima-
pur and to be exemplary 
citizens.  

Staff Reporter
Dimapur, August 19 
(EMN): Greenwood High-
er Secondary School, Kuda 
village, in Dimapur organ-
ises its annual science ex-
hibition on Saturday at the 
school auditorium with 
Deputy Passport Officer, 
Thangpong Khiamniun-

gan, as the chief  guest. 
Addressing the student 

community, Khiamniun-
gan remarked that science 
fair on the whole intends 
to create awareness. He 
added that it is imperative 
to organise such exhibition 
as part of  education cur-
riculum to encourage sci-

entific temper among the 
students.

Such exhibition, he 
said, provides an opportu-
nity for discussion of  ethi-
cal issues and to come up 
with original ideas. 

“Science and technol-
ogy have progress tremen-
dously and there are rooms 

Our Correspondent
Wokha, August 19 
(EMN): Dr. TM Lotha, 
Advisor of  Treasurers & 
Accounts, LM&CP, today 
launched the BJP youth 
wing and parent body in 
Longsa C Khel Longsa.

Dr. TM Lotha, address-
ing the gathering, said he 
will be conducting similar 
events in different Khel 
shortly in his constituency 
in order to strengthen the 
party. 

Speaking at the launch-
ing programme, Dr. TM 
Lotha wished the newly 
inducted BJP youth wing 

and parent body members 
would actively participate 
with positive attitude and 
shoulder responsibility by 
following the moral code 
of  conduct with discipline.

He requested the party 
workers to work with sin-
cerity to enable BJP form 
a government in the State.

The programme began 
with an invocation said by 
Thungdemo Ezung, Cat-
echist of  Longsa Catholic 
Church, while the welcome 
address was delivered by 
Timothy Ezung. Induction 
of  BJP youth wing and 
parent body of  L Khel was 

done by Hachamo Kikon, 
president of  BJP Longsa 
unit. K Domenic Ezung, 
co-convener of  steering 
committee, delivered an 
exhortation to the newly 
inducted members and the 
gathering.

Short speeches were 
delivered by co-ordination 
committee of  Dimapur 
Longsa youth forum; co-
ordination committee of  
Kohima; and party work-
ers. The vote of  thanks 
was delivered by Bithungo 
Ezung and benediction 
was said by Nkhathung 
Ezung.

Dimapur, August 19 
(EMN): Celebrating 
Gorkha Sahitya Kala San-
stha (GSKS), hundreds of  
Nepali women organised 
‘Pre Teez’ or ‘Daar’ at 
Gorkha Public Panchayat 
Kohima (GPPK) hall, 
Chandmari, on August 19 
evening.

On this day, all the 
family members especially 
women, both married and 

unmarried, gather at one 
place in their finest outfits 
of  red called ‘Saubhagya’ 
where they dance and sing 
devotional songs mixed 
with Nepali folk and Do-
hori songs.

GSKS also hold grand 
feast for all Nepali women 
called “Daar” and con-
ducts different entertain-
ment and fun filled activi-
ties.

Dimapur, August 19 
(EMN): Social work train-
ees of North East Institute 
of Social Science and Re-
search (NEISSR) organised 
an ‘Annual Cultural Day’ on 
the theme ‘Prevent, Preserve 
and Promote’ in its confer-
ence hall on August 19.

Dr. CP Anto, principal 
of  NEISSR, spoke on the 

importance of  prevent-
ing our indigenous culture 
from being obliterated and 
replaced by rampant ‘copy-
ing of  other cultures.’

‘Preserving the original-
ity of  our own culture de-
fine us. Nagas or any tribal 
communities in North East 
are particularly known 
for their culture, which is 

defined by the beautiful 
attires, folksongs and folk-
lores,’ he said. However, 
he cautioned that it should 
not just stay that way to be 
forgotten with the passing 
of  years. He stressed on the 
importance of  promoting 
culture through showcas-
ing in its originality. 

Augustine M Yanthan, 

Assistant Development 
Commissioner (Planning) 
and the chief  guest, point-
ed out the need of  filtering 
while assimilating other 
cultures into our own cul-
tures. While expressing his 
happiness to be part of  the 
programme, he also asked 
the social work trainees 
to ponder how far we as a 

for improvement with a 
need for active learning,” 
said Khiamniungan adding 
Science has been a bless-
ing to mankind which has 
transformed our lives and 
the way we communicate 
and therefore we should re-
move ignorance around us.

While stressing on 
the importance of  science 
and technology, he said it 
has also given way for de-
struction and enslaving us. 
However, he said the same 
destructive object can be 
utilised for something pro-
ductive.  

He called on the school 
to help create a scientific 
spirit among the students’ 
as such activities create 
young mind and an oppor-
tunity to solve many con-
temporary problems.

The welcome address 
was delivered by assistant 
teacher of  Science Club, 
MC Das, while the word 
of  appreciation was ren-
dered by the chairman of  
Greenwood School, Keni-
levi Khate. 

Dimapur, August 19 
(EMN): Department of  
Information & Public Rela-
tions (DIPR) has acknowl-
edged the valuable cost ef-
fective technical support and 
services rendered by NIC, 
Nagaland, and SDC-under 
Information Technology & 
Communication, Nagaland, 
for the successful screening 
of live webcast in the depart-
mental website (www.ipr.na-
galand.gov.in) of 71st Inde-
pendence Day celebration at 
Secretariat Plaza, Kohima.

DIPR looked forward 
to such IT enabled service 
coordination to enhance 
delivery of government ser-
vices for the benefit of the 
citizens.

Dimapur, August 19 (EMN): Zunheboto unit of the Con-
federation of All Nagaland State Services Employees Asso-
ciation (CANSSEA), has elected new team of office bearers 
for the tenure 2017- 2020.

The election of the new office bearers was held in the 
residence of its secretary, Hosheni on July 29.

The new officials will be headed by Yeheshe Yeptho as 
president, Er. Inato Yeptho as vice president, Inato Khujju 
as general secretary, Aholi K Achumi as secretary, Kiyelho 
Assumi as treasurer, Vishiho Aye as information secretary, 
Honito Sema, Shihoto Yepthomi, Khetoho Awomi, and Vi-
holi Zhimo as executive members and Viniho Sema as advi-
sor. Handing and taking over of files and responsibilities was 
done on August 12.

Dimapur, August 19 (EMN): A programme on new India 
‘Manthan: Sankalp se siddhi,’ was organised by KVK Mon 
at KVK Office complex, Aboi, on August 19 with Parlia-
mentary Secretary of Art & Culture, Eshak Konyak, as the 
chief guest. The programme was chaired by Dr. Ruokuovil-
lie, Senior Scientist & Head KVK, Mon, wherein the chief  
guest released an extension bulletin book.

Dr. Manoj, SMS &PBG, delivered the keynote address.
The chief guest, in his speech, called upon the farmers 

to work hard in cultivating, gardening and farming for self  
sustenance. Pledge on new India was also taken during the 
programme.   

society have deviated from 
our cultural roots. 

He narrated exam-
ples from the olden times, 
where there were no need 
of  locks for the house 
doors and granaries as hon-
esty and the genuine work 
culture was in existence. 
He, however, lamented 
that value of  work culture 
is fast dimishing among the 
present generations.

‘We are leaving behind 
a culture of  corruption, a 
culture of  easy money, a 
culture undergoing signs 
of  decay for the future gen-
erations,’ he remarked. He 
urged everyone present to 
stay true to their cultural 
roots which consider hon-
esty as a defining nature of  
a community and dignity 
of  labour as a pride.

‘As people who will 
work on the ground re-
alities of  the communities, 
you all have a bigger re-
sponsibility,’ he reminded 
the social work trainees. 

Other highlights of  the 
day included plays based 
on folklores, exposition of  
cultural attires and cultural 
songs.

GPPK president, Santu 
Thapa, extended greetings 
on the occasion while co-
convenor of  ‘Teej’ organ-
ising committee, Ganga 
Thapa, delivered the wel-
come address and the con-
venor, Chandra Kumar 
Lama, dwelled on the sig-
nificance of  ‘Teej.’

Special numbers were 
presented by Binod Moth-
ey and Karishma Baraily, 
while speech on behalf  of  
the mothers was delivered 
by GSKS patron, Gyatri 
Devi, and president of  
Gorkha Mahila Samity 
Kohima, Dhurpati Lama.

Meanwhile, GSKS is all 
set to hold Bhasha Diwas 
on August 20 at the same 
venue from 1 PM onwards. 
All concerned Gorkhali/
Nepali are requested join 
the celebration.
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Manipur Dy CM Y Joykumar speaking at the Enthno Medicinal Research Centre at Hengbung in Manipur on Saturday.

Northeast’s first ever medicinal 
research centre inaugurated in Manipur 

Arunachal to have 9 IPPB branches

Khandu calls on President RN Kovind

NGO Coordination Committee 
demands Minister’s resignation

Assam Governor calls on PM Narendra Modi

Meghalaya HC directs government not to fell trees

50 tumours removed from uterus of Arunachal woman

Cash award of Rs 1lakh announced

Baithalangso declares as 
9th town of Karbi Anglong

Tuirial Power Project to be 
commissioned in Oct: Mizoram CM

MIRROR CROSS WORD 1569
ACROSS
1.  Liquid from fruit
6.  A leaf from a book
10.  Unmarried woman
14.  Short piece of writing
15.  365 days
16.  Whale
17.  Wash lightly
18.  Steel bars
19.  Tidy
20.  ________ Turner, actress
22.  Enthusiasticly
24.  Sly, playful girl
25.  Halfway around the calendar
26.  A dialogue by Plato on 

immortality
29.  Latin for “well”
30.  German for “mister”
31.  Showings
37.  Annoyed
39.  Possesses
40.  Iron alloy
41.  Languors
44.  Skin disease
45.  Goals
46.  Bulked
48.  Threads
52.  ____ Strauss, jean maker
53.  Taiwan capital
54.  Eye disease
58.  Finishes
59.  La ____, equatorial weather 

phenomenon
61.  Rage
62.  “A Death in the Family” 

author, James ____
63.  1/28th of an ounce
64.  Deep sky blue
65.  Bog plants
66.  Bristle
67.  Resupply workers 
DOWN
1.  Sharp sudden pull
2.  United States Information 

Agency
3.  Is not (contraction)
4.  Soft fine wools
5.  Natural eye covers
6.  Heat resistant glass
7.  Long indefinite period

8.  In search of pleasure
9.  Name, old English for 

“green heights”
10.  Cash
11.  Late actress, _____ 

Dunne
12.  Canals in the cochlea
13.  Woodland god
21.  Son of Seth (Bible)
23.  Paradises
25.  Former Reagan Attorney 

General Edwin _____
26.  Singer/drummer ____ 

Collins
27.  Greek goddess
28.  Ships like Noah’s
29.  Thin flat nails
32.  Pals
33.  Print with slanted letters
34.  From head to shoulders
35.  Chromosome unit
36.  Sleigh
38.  _____ Keaton, actress
42. News (Old English)
43. Stadium in New York
47. Of the fleshy part of the 

soft palate
48. Water vapor
49. A dance
50. Travels on an animal or 

vehicle
51. Vaulted rooms in a church
52. Andes vicuna
54. Small fly
55. Female egg cell
56. Variable star in the 

constellation Cetus
57. Yemen seaport
60. Anger
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Our Correspondent
Hengbung, August 19 
(EMN):  The first ever 
North East Centre for 
Ethno Medicinal Research 
was inaugurated at the hilly 
sleepy village of  Hengbung 
on the National Highway 2 
linking Imphal with rest of  
the country, 55 km north of  
Imphal on Saturday.

The centre which aims 
to study the tribal folklore 
and traditional beliefs of  
healing using wild herbs and 
the different tribal systems 
of  food preparations with 
these herbs and also to 
identify these unique wild 
herbs as health improving 
agents, is located within the 

campus of  Krishi Vigyan 
Kendra (Farm Science 
Centre) Hengbung which 
was awarded the best KVK 
in the entire north-eastern 
region in 2012.

Deputy Chief  Minister 
Y u m n a m J o y k u m a r 
Singh and Commerce 
and Industries Minister 
Thongam Bishwajit Singh 
were the Chief  Guest and 
functional president of  
the inaugural function. 
P r e s i d e n t  H a o k h o l e t 
Kipgen of  Foundation 
f o r  e n v i r o n m e n t  & 
economic development 
services (FEEDS), the host 
institution of  KVK also 
attended the function.

S p e a k i n g  o n  t h e 
occasion Deputy Chief  
Minister Joykumar said 
opening of  such a centre 
would play an important 
r o l e  i n  N o r t h - E a s t 
especially to Manipur as 
the state has abundant 
medicinal plants.

Joykumar said we have 
so many traditional ways of  
healing ailments by using 
various medicinal plants. 
It will be more helpful 
to undergo treatments if  
we have the knowledge 
of  its medicinal values by 
analysing its ingredients 
and chemicals,he added.

In his speech, Industries 
Minister Bishwajit said, 

out of  12,000 medicinal 
plant species which are 
reported in the world, 430 
species are found in the 
North-East of  which 108 
species have identified in 
Manipur. Informing that 
ethno-medicinal treatment 
has been a long tradition 
in the region, he said 
therefore, all need to aware 
its importance assuring 
that the state government 
with centre’s support, will 
felicitate in taking up the 
initiatives of  the centre and 
locals.

The whole idea is to 
utilise local resources with 
local manpower to create 
certain products in the 

Itanagar, August 19 (PTI):  Arunachal 
Pradesh Chief  Minister Pema Khandu 
called on President Ram Nath Kovind at 
Rashtrapati Bhavan in New Delhi.

Khandu, who was accompanied 
by state BJP president Tapir Gao and 
Deputy Chief  Minister Chowna Mein, 
congratulated Kovind on being elected the 
President, an official release said here.

Kovind assured the delegation to visit 

Arunachal within this year on a suitable 
event.

The President expressed concern 
about the flood situation in the state and 
expressed his condolence for the lives lost 
in the recent landslide.

Kovind advised the leaders to work 
unitedly in promoting the region under 
the Prime Minister’s ‘Act East Policy’, the 
release added.

A i z aw l ,  A u g u s t  1 9 
(PTI) Mizoram’s NGO 
Coordination Committee 
has threatened to launch 
an agitation to demand the 
resignation of  Minister of  
State for Fisheries Buddha 
Dhan Chakma from the Lal 
Thanhawla ministry, Young 
Mizo Association (YMA) 
president Lalbiakzuala 
today said.

Lalbiakzuala said that 

the meeting of major NGOs 
last evening discussed about 
the NGO Coordination 
Committee’s memorandum 
to state Chief Minister Lal 
Thanhawla on July 27 in 
which the latter was asked 
to drop the minister.

The meeting decided 
to launch an agitation if  
Chakma was not removed 
f rom the  minis t r y  by 
August 25 and the NGO 

Coordination Committee 
would meet  again on 
August 26 to deliberate on 
the future course of action.

The YMA is part of  
the NGO Coordination 
Committee.

The civil societies are 
demanding Chakma’s 
resignation for his role 
in the by-poll in Chakma 
Autonomous  Dis t r ic t 
Council (CADC).

Imphal, August 19 (EMN): Manipur 
police department has announced a cash 
reward of  Rs 1 lakh for any person who 
provides information leading to the arrest 
of  an absconding accused Vumthianlal 
Tombing alias Romeo who is said to be 
a town commander of  the armed group 
Zomi Revolutionary Army, according to 
a release by PRO Police department.

Romeo (40), son of  Tunzakap 
from Dorcas Veng, New Lamka, 
Churachandpur has been absconding 

and he is required to be arrested in 
connection with FIR case number 
48(7)2017 CCP-PS U/S 302/34 IPC of  
Churachandpur PS.

Information of  Romeo may be 
given to the following police personnel 
of  Churachandpur district police at 
their respective phone numbers, SP at 
8131965814, additional SP (Law and 
Order) at 8974748584, Sub Divisional 
Police Officer at 8787508060 and Officer 
in Charge at 8132816816.

Itanagar, August 19 (PTI): 
A team of  doctors  here 
have successfully removed 
50 tumours from the uterus 
of  a woman who has been 
suffering from heavy and 
painful menstrual cycle for 
several years.

L e d  b y  s e n i o r 
gynaecologist Dr Posting 
Bayang, the team of  doctors 

carried out the surgery at 
Rama Kr i shna  Miss ion 
Hospital here.

On investigations, it was 
found that she had multiple 
benign tumours in her uterus 
known as Myomas, Bayang 
said today. “As she was in 
her early 30s and unmarried, 
we went for the risky uterus 
preserving surgery known as 

Myomectomy,” he said.
Earlier, she had consulted 

doctors at various places 
w h e r e  s h e  h a d  m o s t ly 
been advised to undergo 
Hysterectomy, removal of  
the entire uterus.

“The three-hour operation 
was successfully done on 
August  15.  The pat ient 
recovered well and has been 

discharged from the hospital,” 
the doctor said.

B e c a u s e  o f  h e a v y 
menstrual blood loss, the 
woman was anaemic and 
had taken multiple blood 
transfusions before.

Ear l i e r,  Bayang  and 
his team had successfully 
removed 17 and 24 tumours 
from two patients.

Aizwal, August 19 (TNT): 
Mizoram Chief  Minister 
Lal Thanhawla on Friday 
said  the  60-megawatt 
Tuirial Hydro Electric 
Power Project would be 
commissioned in October.

A d d r e s s i n g  t h e 
ruling Congress workers 
at Congress Bhavan in 
Aizawl, Lal Thanhawla 

said that the 20-megawatt 
solar power project near 
Vankal village in Champhai 
district would be completed 
next year.

He claimed the Congress 
would make a record by 
returning to power for the 
third consecutive term 
by winning the assembly 
election next year.

Shillong, August 19 (PTI): The 
Meghalaya High Court has ordered 
the state government to stop felling 
of more trees till further orders. A 
division bench comprising Chief  
Justice Dinesh Maheshwari and 
Justice V P Vaish gave the direction, 
while hearing a plea filed by a 

lawyer.
The bench also ordered yesterday 

that if  any particular tree was in a 
such a condition that its cutting was 
necessary, it should be informed to 
the court in the form of an affidavit 
by the forest officer concerned.

The state government has began 

an exercise to cut trees and identified 
550 trees in Shillong which are 
reportedly posing threat to public 
life.

Gover nment  advocate  P 
Agarwal said a tree on the Raj 
Bhavan premises was not found to 
be of any concern during a survey in 

June, but it fell during rains causing 
death to three people on August 12. 
The petitioner, however, submitted 
that a tree in the vicinity of the high 
court had been cut on August 15 
though it was not posing any threat. 
The matter will come up again for 
hearing on August 23.

Diphu, August 19 (EMN): An official 
notification was issued by Karbi Anglong 
Autonomous Council,  joint secretary 
Dhaneswar Engti stated, “In pursuance of  
Executive committee resolution No. 12, Dated 
7th July 2009, the office notification No. 
KAAC/TC/Baithalangso /2008/2016/ 899, 
dated 20th September, 2016 and in pursuance 
of  the sub-section (4) of  Section of  the Karbi 
Anglong District (Administration of  Town 
Committees) Act, 1954, the authority of  
KAAC, Diphu is pleased to declare the area 
specified below to be a ‘notified area’ for the 
purpose of  constitution of  Baithalangso Town 
Committee with immediate effect.”

Baithalangso in west Karbi district is going 
to become the 9th town of  Karbi Anglong 
after the state government and Karbi Anglong 
Autonomous Council (KAAC) authority have 
issued a notification on Friday.

The newly Baithalangso town will extend 
its area and boundary as it mentioned in 
the notification which include East: North 
Hongkram/Hongkram, West: Amtereng 
Dikisir, North: Punja Borpathar, Doloni, 
Borpani Reserve Forest and in the South, areas 
like Rongkor and Vodilar will be included in 
town area.

Guwahati, August 19 (PTI): 
Assam Governor Banwarilal 
Purohit  today cal led on 
Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi to apprise him of  the 
prevailing situation in the 
state following the third wave 
of  flood.

The governor submitted 
a detailed report of  the flood 
that inundated 27 districts 
and affected more that 33 lakh 
people to the Prime Minister 
at New Delhi and requested 

him to send a second Central 
team to assess the widespread 
damages caused by the third 
wave, an official release said 
here.

Purohit also drew the 
Prime Minister’s attention to 
the wide spread destruction 
that the current wave of  flood 
has caused.

He also informed Modi 
that lower Assam districts, 
w h i c h  h a d  r e m a i n e d 
unaffected by previous waves 

of  flood, has borne the brunt 
of  the deluge in the third wave 
causing huge devastation 
including temporary snapping 
of  rail-links.

The current wave of  flood 
has already submerged 82 
revenue circles and around 
2 9 7 0  r eve nu e  v i l l a ge s, 
affecting 1,43,123 hectares 
of  crop area in the state.

The flood also took a toll 
on the infrastructural health 
of  the state like embankments, 

roads, bridges etc.
The gover nor sought 

f inanc ia l  suppor t  f rom 
the Centre to help state 
government to recoup the 
large scale losses to rural and 
agrarian economy, the release 
said.

T h e  p r i m e  m i n i s t e r 
expressed his concern over 
the prevailing situation and 
assured all central assistance 
to the state government to 
tide over the crisis.

Itanagar, August 19 (PTI):  
Arunachal Pradesh would 
have nine branches of  
India Post Payment Bank 
(IPPB), a PSU bank under 
the Department of  Posts.

Out of  the 47 IPPB 
branches for North East, 
A r u n a c h a l  P r a d e s h 
would have nine, Director 
o f  P o s t a l  S e r v i c e s 
(Headquarter) Som Kamei 
said here today.

IPPB branches would 

be set up in all the district 
headquarters -- Changlang, 
Pasighat, Roing, Ziro, 
Tawang, Namsai, Bomdila, 
Aalo and Itanagar.

“With the introduction 
of  IPPB in  the  s ta te, 
interior people who do 
not have bank accounts 
would be connected to 
digital banking facility,” 
Kamei said.

I P P B  h a s  b e e n 
launched on January 30 

in Ranchi and Raipur 
with the objective of  being 
present in all corners of  
the country by the end of  
the year.

Kamei also released 
a special post card on 
Arunachal Pradesh.

“ T h e  d e p a r t m e n t 
of  post’s endeavour is 
to highlight all aspects 
of  tourism in the state 
through this special post 
card,” he said.

path of  Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi’s Make in 
India campaign, according 
to Scientist Dr HB Singh 
of  Department of  Science 
& Technology,  Union 
Ministry of  Science and 
Technology New Delhi.In 
his speech, former Registrar 
of  Manipur university Dr 
RK Ranjan said the 220 
ethnic communities in 
North East have different 
way of  traditional healing 
practices which we need 
to study properly in the 
interest of  the common 
masses.There are 4000 
angiaspermic plants,500 
orchids,160 fish and 50 
bamboo species and 21 
wild birds were reported in 
the region,he added.

“If  the centre actively 
works, we’ll definitely have 
to show the people that 
this is our product made 
from our local resources,” 
he felt.  

The newly inaugurated 
Ethno-Medicinal Research 
Centre which presently 
aims to focus on issues of  
three diseases--diabetes, 
cancer and hypertension, 
wil l  be run by Dr Th 
Dhanaraj led 4 scientists 
and 13 other staffs. For 
this cultivation of  around 
30 different medicinal 
plants,health improving 
and aromatic herbs has 
been started at its 100 
hectares conservation farm 
located within the campus 
of  FEEDS at Hengbung, 
Dr Dhanaraj said.
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Union Finance Minister Arun Jaitley addresses a press conference in 
New Delhi.

Assam Rifles personnel partaking in various activities on the occasion of the 71st Independence Day at 
different locations..

GST return filing date 
extended till August 25
New Delhi, August 19 (IANS): The 
government on Saturday announced 
a five-day extension for filing GST 
returns till August 25, after the Goods 
and Services Tax (GST) return filing 
portal was hit by a technical glitch and 
stopped functioning, a day ahead of  
the last date for filing GST returns.

Traders across the country faced 
problems on Saturday due to the 
technical snag and could not file GST 
returns.

The last date for filing GSTR-3B 
form for July was August 20, which 
is a summary return of details of out-
ward supplies, inward supplies, credit 
and payment of GST.

“Some technical glitches were ex-
perienced by last minute return filers,” 
a Finance Ministry statement said.

However, the government cau-
tioned the tax filers to file their return 
well before the deadline to avoid any 
last moment technical glitches. 

“Also, since it is the first return to 
be filed under GST, the tax payers and 
the tax practitioners have requested for 
few more days to file their return,” the 
statement said.

“There have been requests from 
states which are hit by floods to extend 
the last date for filing of GST returns. 
The state of Jammu and Kashmir has 
also requested for extension of  time 
because of late passage of their GST 
ordinance,” it added.

The statement explained that in 
order to take care of these issues, the 
GST Implementation Committee, 
consisting of state and central govern-
ment officers, has taken a decision to 
extend the last date for payment of the 
GST for the month of July to August 
25 for those who do not want to avail 
transitional credit in TRANS1 this 
month.

For those who want to avail 
TRANS1 this month, the last date for 

filing of returns will be August 28. 
Earlier in the day industry experts 

said the government needs to extend 
the deadline as too many traders 
could not file returns due to technical 
glitches. 

“The GST site was working inter-
mittently since 12 noon. It created a 
lot of confusion among traders. Many 
of  our clients called up saying they 
can’t file returns. If  this continues the 
government might need to extend the 
last date of  filing by another couple 
of days at least,” Prateek Jain, chair-
man, Assocham Special Task Force 
on GST, told IANS.

“Due to system errors, taxpayers 
are not able to file returns and more 
so today, possibly due to heavy traffic, 
GST taxpayers are unable to log in 
for filing of  return. This situation is 
putting taxpayers in distress,” Pune-
based chartered accountant Pritam 
Mahure told IANS.

Dimapur,  August  19 
(EMN): Assam Rifles units 
under the aegis of  HQ 
IGAR (North) observed 
the 71st Independence Day 
with fanfare across the state 
including remote and border 
areas of the state. 
Zunheboto : 5 Assam Rifles 
fielded a marching con-
tingent and pipe band at 
District level celebration 
on August  15.  The pipe 
band conducted a band dis-
play during the parade and 
retreat. Exhibitions stall 
‘Know your Assam Rifles’ 
was also established. Career 
counseling with the theme 
‘Recruitment in Army & 
CAPF’ was done and pam-
phlets were distributed. G 
Kaito Aye, Minister of Na-
tional Highway & Political 
Affairs was grace the occa-
sion as chief guest and un-
furled the National flag. 
Mokokchung: 44 Assam 
Rifles participated in the 
Independence Day celebra-
tions at Public Ground of  
Mokokchung. The Assam 
Rifles pipe band partici-
pated in march pass.  
Kiphire: 7 Assam Rifles 
participated in district level 
celebration in a traditional 
way wherein the warring 
soldiers performed a Khukri 
dance. The troops also per-
formed a band display at the 
occasion. 

Peren: 36 Assam Rifles 
fielded a marching contin-
gent alon with of 9th NAP 
(IR) Battalion DEF, Sainik 
School Punglwa and NCC 
Peren College.
Phek : 22 Assam Rifles 
conducted a display of band 
in a ‘Beating retreat’ cer-
emony during an evening 
programme, organised by 

66.88                                      55.56
Applicable for Kohima from 6 a.m. on August 20

PETROL DIESEL Assam Rifles observe Independence Day 

Insolvency law aims at saving promoters 
not banishing them, says Jaitley

Sao Chang College visits Kodhi Children Home

The new regulations are viewed by some as giving upper hand to 
lenders who are reeling under NPAs or bad loans.

Dimapur,  August  19 
(EMN):  On the occasion 
of  the 71st Independence 
Day, on August 15, the 
Sao Chang Government 
College, Tuensang visited 
the Kodhi Children Home 
located at Sakshi sector 
Tuensang. 

During the visit, the 
IQAC members of  the 
college and the Sao Chang 
College Students Union 
officials distributed gifts 

and provided lunch to the 
children and staff  of  the 
home. 

Interacting with the 
children and staff, the vis-
iting team found that the 
children’s home is a place 
of  learning and healthy 
home environment for 
the children where they 
feel home away from their 
parental homes. In spite 
of  being deprived of  the 
affection of  their biologi-

cal parents, the staff  of  
the children home gives 
utmost importance, care, 
love, affection and accom-
modates them as their own 
children by way of  helping 
and moulding them in vari-
ous aspects of  life so as to 
enable them become suc-
cessful and useful individu-
als of  the society, said the 
visiting team.  

the Youth Society of  Phek 
town.  
Wokha & Chukitong: 28 
Assam Rifles organised a 
flag hoisting program in 
Wokha and Chukitong. In 
addition the unit band par-
ticipated in the district event 
with other civil administra-
tive agencies.
Lungwa: 35 Assam Rifles 
organised a programme to 
celebrate the Independence 

Day at Indo Myanmar bor-
der. The program was held 
at Lungwa football ground 
wherein the National flag 
was hoisted and a friendly 
match was played.  

The Independence Day 
celebrations were also car-
ried out at Tizit, Mon, Nok-
lok, Shamatore, Pungro, 
Meluri and other remote 
areas by the Assam Rifles. 

Meanwhile, 3 (Naga 

Hills) Battalion Assam Ri-
fles, one of the oldest Para 
Military Force of the nation 
participated in Independ-
ence Day Contingent Parade 
2017 at New Secretariat pa-
rade ground, Kohima. The 
contingent comprised of 41 
Jawans of  3 (Naga Hills) 
Battalion Assam Rifles led 
by a junior commissioner 
officer as contingent com-
mander.

Mumbai, August 19 (PTI): 
Finance Minister Arun Jait-
ley on Saturday assured 
debt-laden companies that 
the objective of the new in-
solvency law is not to banish 
them but to save them while 
ensuring that “debts are 
serviced”.

“The old regime by 
which the creditor would get 
tired of  chasing the debtor 
and end up recovering noth-
ing is over now. If a debtor 
has to survive, he will have 
to service his debt. Or, he 
will have to make way for 
somebody else,” he said, 
exhorting borrowers to de-
velop a credit culture.

The new regulations are 
viewed by some as giving 
upper hand to lenders who 
are reeling under Rs 8 lakh 
crore of  non-performing 
assets (NPAs) or bad loans. 
The PSU banks alone ac-
count for about 75 per cent 
of the total bad loans.

“The ultimate objec-
tive really is not liquida-
tion of assets, (but) to save 
these businesses, get either 
the existing promoters with 
or without new partners 
or new entrepreneurs to 
come in and make sure that 
these valuable assets are pre-

served,” Mr. Jaitley said.
Addressing a CCI-sum-

mit on insolvency and bank-
ruptcy here today, he said 
the law now sides more with 
the lenders, as the slew of  
changes in the existing laws 
is aimed at speeding up the 
NPA resolution.

“It’s not just one law 
we’ve changed. We’ve 
changed the DRTs (debt 
recovery tribunals) proce-
dures, we’ve changed the 
provisions of  Sarfaesi Act 
by providing a liberalised 
regime for ARCs. The cu-
mulative effect of  all these 
laws is that the message in 
the legislation is loud and 
clear: the debtors will cer-
tainly have to make sure that 
their debts are serviced,” 
Mr. Jaitley said.

“And if you don’t, there 
is an effective alternative 
mechanism by which you 
exit or you take in a partner 
and or an alternative mecha-
nism by which the business 
can be saved,” he added.

He said the bankruptcy 
code was necessitated by 
the failure of  DRTs to ef-
fectively perform their duty 
after the initial success, as 
when enacted the Sarfaesi 
(Securitisation and Recon-

Bengaluru, August 19 
(IANS): Global software 
major Infosys Ltd an-
nounced on Saturday that 
it would buy back 11.3 
crore shares of  Rs 5 face 
value at Rs 1,150 each via 
a tender offer.

“The Board has ap-
proved a proposal to buy 
back 11.3 crore equity 
shares of  Rs 5 face value 
from the shareholders at a 
price of  Rs 1,150 per share 
for an amount not exceed-
ing Rs 13,000 crore ($2 
billion),” said the IT major 
in a regulatory filing on the 
Bombay Stock Exchange 
(BSE).

The offer size is 20.51 
per cent of  the total paid-
up capital and free reserves, 
aggregating up to 11.3 
crore shares or 4.92 per 
cent of  the equity shares.

The buyback decision 
came a day after the com-
pany’s Chief  Executive 
Officer (CEO) Vishal Sikka 
resigned and was appointed 
Executive Vice-Chairman 
till a new CEO takes charge 
by March 31, 2018.

The offer price at Rs 
1,150 per share is Rs 226.90 
more than Rs 923.10 per 
share closing price on Fri-

day when it plunged 9.6 
per cent after Sikka’s res-
ignation spooked investors 
and is at around 18 per 
cent premium of  the Au-
gust 16 closing price.

The company closed 
the trading window on 
August 16 in view of  the 
Board meeting on the share 
buyback and will reopen 
on August 22.

The buyback offer does 
not include costs like se-
curities transaction tax, 
GST, stamp duty, filing 
fees, advisors fees, broker-
age, public announcement 
expenses, printing and dis-
patch expenses and other 
expenses.

The buyback price also 
represents a premium of  
19 per cent of  the weighted 
average market price dur-
ing the last three months.

“The buyback is subject 
to approval of  the share-
holders by way of  a spe-
cial resolution through 
postal ballot and its record 
date will be decided soon,” 
added the filing.

The Board has formed 
a Buyback Committee 
comprising Co-Chairman 
Ravi Venkatesan, Vishal 
Sikka, Interim CEO U.B. 

Pravin Rao, Chief  Finan-
cial Officer (CFO) M.D. 
Ranganath, Deputy CFO 
Jayesh Sanghrajka, Gen-
eral Counsel Inderpreet 
Sawhney and Company 
Secretary A.G.S. Man-
ikantha.

According to the com-
pany’s shareholding pat-
tern as on August 16, the 
promoters group, compris-
ing co-founders and their 
families hold 12.92 per 
cent of  the equity shares, 
Foreign Institutional In-
vestors (FIIs) & Foreign 
Portfolio Investors (FPIs) 
37.33 per cent, Indian re-
tail, corporate and other 
investors 23.08 per cent, 
Indian FIs, Banks and Mu-
tual Funds 9.63 per cent, 
American Depository Re-
ceipts (ADRs) 16.69 per 
cent, and Non-Resident 
Indians (NRIs) 0.52 per 
cent.

Infosys buyback comes 
a month after Wipro an-
nounced on July 20 its 
decision to buy back 34.3 
crore equity shares of  Rs 
2 each for Rs 11,000 crore 
($1.7 billion) at Rs 320 per 
share.

Indian IT bellwether 
Tata Consulting Services 

struction of  Financial As-
sets and Enforcement of  
Security Interest) Act was 
successful in to get NPAs 
drastically down in the ini-
tial two-three years.

“I think IBC has signifi-
cantly reversed the default-
ing debtor-creditor relation-
ship,” the minister said.

Admitting that all the 
defaults are not wilful, he 
said the reasons for insol-
vency can be many. “It 
could be genuine business 
losses because of a particu-
lar sector of  the economy 
or a company getting into 
difficulty. It could be a case 
of mismanagement, it could 
also be a case of deliberate 
mismanagement including 
some malfeasance on behalf  
of the promoters.”

But then DRTs began 
to be less effective as envis-
aged, the minister noted, 
which led to the new law.

He also said it is too 
early to take a call on the 
functioning of  the NCLT 
(National Company Law 
Tribunal). “9-10 months 
may be too short a period 
to have a knee-jerk reaction 
on what improvements are 
required. We will have to 
wait for additional period 
of time.”

The minister also prom-
ised to make special efforts 
to ensure that the infra-
structure at NCLT is also 
strengthened and brought 
in consonance with the re-
quirement of the law.

Commending on the 
thus-far success of the IBC, 
he said “the new regime un-
der the IBC has significantly 
reversed the defaulter-debtor 
relationship,” as we have 
lived in a system for many 
years which protected debt-
ors and allowed assets to 
rust away.

“The old regime by 
which the creditor would 
get tired chasing the debtor 
and end up recovering noth-
ing, is now over. If  a debtor 
has to survive, he will have 
to service his debt, or he 
will have to make way for 
somebody else,” Mr. Jaitley 
said.

Calling for speedy and 
time-bound resolution of  
bad loans which has become 
a major regulatory over-
hang, he expressed the hope 
that the mandated timelines 
will be adhered to so that 
implementation is effective.

G r o s s  N PA s  h ave 
crossed 9.6 per cent as of  
March 2017, while the 
stressed loans ratio is over 
12 per cent. Following this, 
the RBI has named 12 of  
the largest defaulters in 
June, which together owe 
more than Rs 2.5 trillion to 
banks.

Almost all of  them are 
under the various NCLTs 
now, and may face liquida-
tion if  the promoters fail to 
come up with a sustainable 
resolution and capital infu-
sion. These 12 companies 
are Bhushan Steel, Bhushan 
Power & Steel, Essar Steel, 
Lanco Infra, Amtek Auto, 
Electrosteel Steel, Jaypee 
Infra, Alok Industries, Jyoti 
Structures, Era Infrastruc-
ture, ABG Shipyard and 
Monet Ispat and account 
for over a quarter of the total 
bad loans of Rs 8 trillion of  
which Rs 6 trillion are with 
public sector banks alone.

These accounts have an 
exposure of  more than Rs 
5,000 crore each, with 60 
per cent or more classified 
as bad loans by banks as of  
March 2016. Accordingly 
the banks have taken these 
12 companies to NCLT and 
the hearing on them is on.

Infosys to buy back 11.3 crore shares at Rs 1,150 each
(TCS) completed buyback 
of  its 5.6 crore equity 
shares of  Rs 1 each on May 
31 at Rs 2,850 per share, 
with the attractive offer 
oversubscribed by 221 per 
cent or 12.4 crore shares.

The country’s fourth-
largest software services 
firm HCL Technologies 
completed buyback of  3.5 
crore equity shares of  Rs 2 
face value at Rs 1,000 per 
share on June 23.
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DAILY

PATH

This is a true story. I am re-
visiting it with a purpose: 
So that it collides head on 

with the nation's 70th anniversary 
celebrations. Absolute, undiluted 
joy on this occasion would re-
quire total amnesia of  that which 
accompanied independence: Par-
tition. With some of  us, these cel-
ebrations will always be tempered 
with Keats' great dictum:

"Ay, in the very temple of de-
light Veil'd melancholy has her 
sovran shrine"

Yes, that story, spread over In-
dia, Pakistan and the US. Before 
I share the story with you, let me 
first spell out the dramatis perso-
nae to simplify the narrative.

When the feudal order was 
breaking down, my family in Mus-
tafabad near Rae Bareli produced 
two ideological streams. My father 
came from a line of staid Con-
gressmen. His elder brother, Wasi 
Naqvi, was the first Congress 
MLA from Rae Bareli. My earli-
est memory of political activity in 
these 70 years is of Feroz Gandhi 
weaving his parliamentary seat 
around my uncle's assembly con-
stituency. This was the seat Indira 
Gandhi inherited, then Rajiv Gan-
dhi and so on.

My mother's family was more 
literary and, after the intellectual 
fashion of those days, of a more 
leftist bent. Her only brother Sai-
yid Mohammad Mehdi, our dear-
est "Mamujan", caught the eye of  
P.C. Joshi, General Secretary of  

the CPI, who was then stitching 
together Indian Peoples Theatre 
and the Progressive Writers As-
sociation. Joshi whisked Mamu-
jan away to Mumbai to share a 
commune with Sardar Jafri, Kaifi 
Azmi, Majrooh Sultanpuri, Krish-
en Chander and a host of others.

Mamujan's younger daughter, 
Shireen, with a degree from JNU, 
could not ignore her mother's en-
treaties and married a cousin, Ab-
bas, a gentleman to boot, settled 
in Dubai but, alas, of Pakistani 
parentage. The conditions for the 
marriage were clear: They would 
live in a neutral country, not in Pa-
kistan. Shireen obstinately held on 
to her Indian passport.

Like her father, Shireen is a 
reader (a book in two days) and 
taught in a school. Abbas stuck to 
investment banking.

Their eldest daughter Mariam 
studied cinema in Canada, fell in 
love with a Haitian filmmaker and 
settled in Canada. She was confi-
dent that her Indian passport, on 
which she had travelled to India 
numerous times, would be part of  
the record even if  she acquired her 
husband's nationality.

She had goofed. She had not 
taken into account the dark shad-
ow that would always hover over 
her head: Her father's Pakistani 
nationality. That fact scratches out 
her Indianness. This is just a minor 
consequence of what the leaders 
of India, Pakistan and Great Brit-
ain accomplished 70 years ago. But 
Shireen had to prepare for worse.

When she was in the family 
way again, her husband had taken 

a transfer to the Cayman Islands. 
For Shireen this was a Godsend 
in a most unexpected way. In the 
ninth month of her pregnancy, she 
would cross over to Florida for 
greater gynaecological care. This 
is precisely what Shireen did. So, 
not only was little Rabab born in a 
world class hospital, she was dou-
bly blessed on another score. She 
was born with a priceless docu-
ment: The American passport. So 
far so good, until God revealed his 
enigmatic side: Rabab was diag-
nosed with cerebral palsy, immo-
bile, comprehensively challenged, 
condemned to move only on a 
wheelchair.

Shireen and Rabab were able 
to travel to Delhi, Lucknow, Kan-
pur, and Mustafabad once or twice 
a year until collapse of the global 
economy in 2008 affected Shi-
reen's mobility. Frequent travel 
between Dubai and Delhi became 
too expensive.

When sorrows come they 
come in battalions. At 30, Rabab is 
a big, heavy girl. With tears in her 
eyes, her Bangladeshi nanny told 
Shireen that Rabab was too heavy 
for her to change her clothes, 
bathe, seat on a wheelchair and be 
put to bed.

Shireen and Abbas began to 
share these chores until the next 
installment of bad news. Shireen 
was diagnosed with leukemia.

She now faces an existential 
choice. Her support structure -- sis-
ter, uncles, cousins, nieces are all 
in India. She already has an apart-
ment next door to our daughters, 
her adoring nieces.

Shireen, of course, has an In-
dian passport and can come and 
go as she pleases. The problem is 
with Rabab's long term visa be-
cause it is impossible to cart her 
back and forth, pointlessly, on a 
short term visa which, incidental-
ly, is not assured either. One would 
have thought she can sail in with 
her American passport. But that is 
not the case. Her father's national-
ity trumps all other considerations. 
Look, she is on a wheel chair. 
Doesn't matter. She is comprehen-
sively challenged. That does not 
qualify her for an Indian visa. The 
system is telling an invalid child 
that her father is her curse.

Lest you begin to chastise the 
present government for Rabab's 
woes, do pause for a moment. The 
BJP regime came in day before 
yesterday. Stringent, sometimes in-
explicable, laws were put in place 
by successive Congress govern-
ments.

The document that Mariam 
was handed by the Indian High 
Commission in Ottawa (when she 
applied for OCI card some years 
ago) takes one's breath away: "As 
per the MHA's OCI ruling, no 
person who, or either of whose 
parents or grandparents or great 
grandparents is or has been a citi-
zen of Pakistan, Bangladesh at 
any time or such other country as 
the Central government may, by 
notification in the official gazette, 
specify, shall be eligible for registra-
tion as an overseas citizen of India 
cardholder. In view of the existing 
OCI rules, you are not entitled for 
grant of OCI card facility because 

one of your parents is of Pakistani 
origin." That Mariam was born 
in India and, before her marriage, 
travelled extensively on an Indian 
passport is of no consequence.

I realise more than most peo-
ple that these are abnormal times. 
In fact my career as a foreign corre-
spondent would have been impos-
sible without unstinted help, on a 
personal basis, from friends in the 
foreign office and in other parts of  
government. Additionally, visas for 
friends and relatives, on both sides 
of the border, were there for the 
asking. My friends were a strand 
in the vast mosaic that kept the na-
tion's sanity. Thanks to them, visit-
ing relatives from Pakistan envied 
us for the friends we had. "Bhai-
yya, can we buy land here?" It all 
seems so distant in time.

My mother, an eternal opti-
mist, a great favourite of Shireen 
and Abbas, indeed our entire uni-
verse, died three years ago, firm in 
her belief that sooner or later mists 
will lift and peace will descend. She 
would recite the following couplet 
with wistfulness in the eyes:

"Bada maza us milap mein 
hai, Jo sulah ho jaae, jung ho kar?

(There is great pleasure in that 
harmony, Which descends after a 
big quarrel.)

Would my mother have been 
able to sustain that optimism given 
the state of play on this, our 70th 
birthday?

(Saeed Naqvi is a commentator 
on political and diplomatic affairs. 
The views expressed are personal. 

He can be reached on saeednaqvi@
hotmail.com )

Cardiologists at-
tending a global 
conference here 

have voiced concern over 
the growing numbers of  
cardiac patients in the age 
group of  30-40 years in 
India.

The four-day ACVSA 
(Advanced Cardiovascu-
lar Solutions) India 2017 
conference organised by 
the Facts Foundation, In-
dia in partnership with the 
Cardiovascular Research 
Foundation (CRF), USA, 
is being attended by over 
1,500 delegates from In-
dia and abroad.

According to the car-
diologists, married people 
have a 14 per cent re-
duced risk of  heart attack 
than those who are single 
or divorced.

The data collected by 
cardiologists also shows 
the link between breast 
cancer and cholesterol 
levels. Reducing cho-
lesterol with statins can 
bring down the risk of  
breast cancer.

The findings were an-
nounced by Rahul Pot-
luri, Founder of  ACALM 
(Algorithm for Comor-
bidites, Associations, 
Length of  stay and Mor-
tality) and cardiologist, 
Aston Medical School, 
UK, here during the con-

ference.
Voicing concern over 

growing numbers of  car-
diac patients in the age 
group of  30-40 years in 
India, Potluri said "The 
reasons being rapid adop-
tion to Western habits, in 
addition to our known 
predisposition to heart 
disease." They plan to 
collate the data from indi-
vidual hospitals for analy-
sis.

The data from Britain 
indicates that the Indian 
population there has 20 
per cent greater chronic 
total occlusion of  heart 
blood vessels than the 
locals and much younger 
patients are afflicted of  
the disease. Amongst In-
dians there is 30 per cent 
higher chance of  diabetes 
than the Caucasian popu-
lation.

A. Sreenivas Ku-
mar, Founder Director, 
FACTS Foundation; 
Chairman, Cardiovas-
cular Sciences & Chief  
Cardiologist, Citizens 
Hospital, said heart dis-
ease can be prevented in 
80 per cent of  patients, if  
they follow healthy life-
styles with regular exer-
cise, healthy diet habits, 
by controlling BP, choles-
terol, diabetes etc.

Source: IANS

Courtney Reissig | crossway.org

How Much Do You Know about Your 
Wife's Work as a Stay-at-Home Mom?
You may be the recipient of  her home-cooked 
meals, wear the clean clothes she washed 
and folded yesterday, and eat off  the dishes 
she unloaded from the dishwasher. You may 
share a bed with her, raise children with her, 
and even participate in keeping the home in 
order. You love her and value her, and maybe 
you even tell her that regularly.

But even if  you do all of  that, here are five 
things your wife wishes you knew about the 
work of  the home.
1. It’s actual work.
Sure, she might not get out of  her pajamas 
until noon, but she is still working. Work is 
part of  being created in the image of  God 
(Gen. 1:27). Work existed long before com-
pensation, so whether she is paid or not, she 

is still working.
The hours look different than for those 

who hold more traditional jobs, but that 
doesn’t diminish what she is doing. Work is 
God’s means of  loving the world through the 
labors of  our hands. She is doing that good 
work by cleaning the floors, making the home 
a safe and welcoming place, and hosting wea-
ry friends. She is loving the world in the gro-
cery shopping, the meal planning, and even 
the training of  children. She is working, and 
it is good.
2. It’s hard for her to measure her success.
Back when she was punching a time clock 
(or getting a regular paycheck) she had a 
better gauge on her work. She may have 
had performance reviews or even worked 
on a collaborative team. These things made 
measuring her success easier. Of  course, 
we know that worldly success is not God’s 
standard (Eph. 6:7; Col. 3:23). But we are 
also human, so we want to know that we 

are at least on the right track.
The work of  the home is mundane, ordi-

nary, and often doesn’t bear fruit until years 
later. The meal to a sick neighbor, the caring 
for children, the daily keeping up with all that 
makes a family run smoothly is good work, 
but it’s work that is behind the scenes and of-
ten unnoticed. She may be discouraged. She 
may want to know that you see her work as 
valuable. Tell her.
3. It’s not just women’s work.
When the Industrial Revolution happened, 
work was divided sharply along gender lines. 
Fast forward many years and we have also 
brought this gendered understanding of  work 
into the home. While she may be the one 
primarily in the home, and therefore the one 
who does the bulk of  the at-home work, all 
of  us will give an account of  how our homes 
are used for the good of  the world and God’s 
glory (Heb. 13:1–3).

In Scripture, hospitality is a male and fe-

male command (1 Tim. 3:2; 1 Pet. 4:9). Rais-
ing children is for both parents (Eph. 6:4). 
You may enjoy the work of  the home, or you 
may not, but the fact that you live there means 
you should be a contributor to that work.
4. It’s lonely.
God did not intend for us to work in isolation. 
No man (or woman) is an island. We were 
made for community and collaboration in our 
work. We need people to share the load with 
us, to bounce ideas off  of, and to encourage 
us in our work.

In our current cultural model, this does 
not happen very easily in the work of  the 
home. In fact, it takes a lot of  intentionality 
to create community and collaboration in at-
home work. It’s lonely most days, doing work 
that is ordinary and mundane. If  you spend 
your days working in an environment that has 
more community than the one she has, she 
will be served by your empathy toward her.
5. Sometimes she needs a break.

The home is a place of  rest and refuge for 
many. However, all your wife sees are the 
things that need to get done. We follow in the 
pattern of  our God who rested on the seventh 
day (Gen. 2:2). We rest, though, not because 
the work is complete, but because we are fi-
nite. We are limited beings who cannot keep 
up the pace set for us in our work.

But it’s hard when the work is where you 
live. It’s hard when the work includes the peo-
ple you love the most. Some days she may 
swing between feeling like she may explode 
and feeling guilty that she needs a little time 
away. Anticipating her need for rest will serve 
her, and will also give weight to your ac-
knowledgment that the work of  the home is 
not her burden to bear alone. You are both in 
this together, using your home for the good of  
God’s world.

(Courtney Reissig, author the of  Glory in 
the Ordinary: Why Your Work in the Home 

Matters to God)

Five Things Your Wife Wishes You Knew (But Might Never Tell You)

What Does This Story Say About the 70th Anniversary? Growing Numbers of Cardiac 
Patients in 30-40 Age Group

Our surprising God often shows His presence when we least expect Him.

As the minister spoke at a funeral for an old military veteran, he mused about where the 
deceased might be. But then, instead of telling the people how they could know God, he 
speculated about things not found anywhere in Scripture. Where is the hope? I thought.

At last he asked us to turn to a closing hymn. And as we rose to sing “How Great Thou 
Art,” people began to praise God from the depths of their souls. Within moments, the spirit 
of the entire room had changed. Suddenly, surprisingly, in the middle of the third verse my 
emotions overwhelmed my voice.

And when I think, that God, His Son not sparing,
Sent Him to die, I scarce can take it in;

That on the Cross, my burden gladly bearing,
He bled and died to take away my sin.

Until we sang that great hymn, I had wondered if God was going to show up at that fu-
neral. In reality, He never leaves. A look at the book of Esther reveals this truth. The Jews were 
in exile, and powerful people wanted to kill them. Yet at the darkest moment, a godless king 
granted the right to the enslaved Israelites to defend themselves against those who sought 
their demise (Est. 8:11–13). A successful defense and a celebration ensued (9:17–19).

It should be no surprise when God shows up in the words of a hymn at a funeral. After all, He 

The Turn
BIBLE READ:   ESTHER 8:11–17 
THOUGHT FOR TODAY:

For the Jews it was a time of happiness 
and joy, gladness and honor.  

~  Esther 8:16

In response to the call of  
ACAUT to pray on August 
20th for the upcoming rally in 
Dimapur, I would like to pro-

pose that one of  the immediate con-
cerns for prayer for Nagas today is 
to pray for God’s justice to dawn in 
our land. Let justice roll down like 
a Tsunami (Amos 5:24). We need 
a Tsunami that will wipe out in-
justices and corruptions from our 
land. Fighting Corruption will not 
be easy. Only a power as mighty as 
a Tsunami will be able to purge the 
land of  corruptions! The theme of  
justice is a very important one in the 

history of  God’s people. There are 
many instances when God’s people 
pray for God’s judgement from the 
book of  Genesis to Revelation. In 
Genesis, God said that the blood 
of  Abel called out to him. In Rev-
elation, the blood of  the martyrs 
cry out for justice and the people 
of  God cry out for God’s judge-
ment on the wicked.The redeemed 
in heaven also pray for judgement 
to come (Rev 6:10). David, the man 
after God’s own heart pleaded with 
God for justice: David prayed, “If  
only you would slay the wicked, O 
God!” (Ps 139:19). “Yet my prayer is 

ever against the deeds of  evildoers” 
(Ps 141:5). “Destroy all my foes” 
(Ps 143:12). Even the Lord’s prayer, 
“Thy Kingdom come” and the cry 
of  the church, “Maranatha, come 
Lord Jesus” is a cry for God’s justice 
to be established on earth as it is in 
heaven. 

Why should we pray for God’s 
judgement? Firstly, because, the sal-
vation of  one sinner brings glory 
to God; so also the punishment of  
the corrupt, the murderers and the 
wicked. Our prayers for justice is not 
for personal vindictiveness. No. Like 
God himself, we do not delight in the 

death of  a sinner because judgement 
follows his death. And like God, his 
people cannot bear to see corruption 
and wickedness growing in the land 
because where wickedness grows 
unpunished, there the righteous are 
filled with fear when the wicked con-
tinues to be arrogant. So we pray for 
God’s mercy to act and to respond 
to the wicked according to his great 
power and might. The Bible com-
mand us to pray for our leaders. 
That includes praying that God will 
remove and punish wicked leaders. 
As a result of  this kind of  concern 
for justice, the Christians in Ger-

many during the Second World War 
prayed for the death of  Hitler. Some 
even tried to kill him. A pastor called 
Bonhoeffer was one of  the pastors 
who opposed Hitler. Ultimately he 
was arrested and executed. That 
is what is involved in prayer. To be 
willing to pray for justice means to 
be willing to go to the extent of  giv-
ing one’s life for justice.  This is what 
Jesus meant by bearing the cross. 

Secondly, prayer for judgement 
involves repentance. When we pray 
for the corrupt and the wicked are 
punished (Acts 5:1-11) then fear will 
fall upon God’s people leading to 

repentance. Even the wicked who 
are judged by God in this way will 
be led to repentance. That is grace. 
God is willing to give a chance to 
the wicked if  they repent. So let us 
be disturbed when we see corruption 
all around. Let us be disturbed when 
we see corruption tolerated and even 
promoted. And let us pray fervently 
so that God in his mercy will exer-
cise his judgement now so that there 
will be peace and prosperity in the 
land and that some may escape the 
eternal judgement to come.

Takatemjen, D.Th
takatemjenao@gmail.com

In Response to ACAUT’s Call to Prayer

READERS’ MIRROR VIEWS & REVIEWS

Letter to Governor of Nagaland for Border Pass Permission for Famine-ridden Villagers All Roads  to be Cement Concrete 
Your Excellency, 
I hope and pray that this mail of  mine 
meets you in good health and in sound 
spirit. I, on behalf  of  Council of  Naga 
Affairs and Nagas in Myanmar, would 
like to also once again express my sincere 
thanks to you for sparing a time to have 
a brief  discussion on the development of  
border area during my short visit to Naga-
land in the month of  April this year. I am 
confident that your development plan will 
yield immense fruits in our remote and 
neglected region in the east. 

Once again, Council of  Naga Affairs 
is honored to reach out to you in this time 

of  grief  with the hope that you will kindly 
respond to us as we place our sincere re-
quest before you. It is learned as per the 
ground report that Chuyo area, Khammoi 
area and Tamkhu area under Lahe Town-
ship and Donhi sub- Township are struck 
with famine. These areas are populated by 
Konyak, Lainong and Tangshang tribes in 
the east and over 92 villages inhabit this 
border area belt. 

Due to landslides on the connecting 
road to Lahe, the famine-ridden villag-
ers are unable to fetch basic commodi-
ties from Lahe the administrative town 
to meet their starvation and basic health 

needs. The only accessible location where 
their basic needs such as rice, salt, medi-
cines and basic family requirements can 
be fetched is Mon Town on the Indian 
side of  Nagaland. But it is sad to learn 
that those famine-ridden villagers on the 
way to Mon via Lungwa were stopped by 
the Assam Rifles personals at the border 
and asked to produce Aadhaar card which 
is not possible to obtain such for the East-
ern Nagas. 

Therefore, I on behalf  of  Council of  
Naga Affairs would like to seek your kind 
help and humanitarian assistance so that 
those poor villagers may be allowed on 

humanitarian ground to access to Mon 
for their basic needs. I am also honored to 
remember our discussion on 20th of  April 
in which you have assured us that Nagas 
from the east will be able to cross the bor-
der in times of  need. 

I wish you best in all your endeav-
ors and pray for your long life and good 
health.

May God bless you!
Faithfully yours, 

Athong Makury
President

Council of  Naga Affairs

A  P. T. I.  report from Mumbai (30.07.2017) quoted 
from the Union Transport Minister Mr.  Nitish Gad-
kari as saying that all roads in the country would be 
converted to cement concrete "to ensure stability and 
durability". 

I hope the Minister had in mind the Northeast par-
ticularly Nagaland where roads need urgent attention 
too. The hilly terrain of  Nagaland is such that it needs 
no great engineering skills or training to make drain 
water run smoothly along side the road.  The foot hill 
areas may have their own problems.  It appears they 
need some political push to repair their roads and 
drains.  

K. K. Peseyie
Kohima.  
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Hello folks,
I believe that life has so much 
to give if  only we cared to give 
a little thought to the most 
minuscule of  joys (which we’d 

looking at the looming discomforts 
and discontents.

So here I am, to share with you 

life and those that I take as I face 
each day, at a time.

In Appreciation...of the Simple Pleasures of Life

The Wake-Up Call
I infer and conclude that having spent al-

most all of  my life in places where sun-
shine was a much sought- after luxury, 
I can now reckon and construe my love 

for daylight, luminosity, and give full justi-
fication for my complete partiality and pre-
dilection to warm sunny days and summer.

I have got to confess to being an ardent 
romantic about the beauty of  sunsets, yet a 
manic depressive at sun-downs conferring a 
similar bearing toward the cold of  winters.

The Sun has a way with me.
Day break lifts my spirits and I am filled 

with a kind of  renewed unrestrained verve 
and vitality. As sunlight spills over, joie de 

vivre takes over any form of lethargy or 
trace of  slump. It is unmistakably Vitamin 
D for the body and of  the soul, that even 
birds can’t resist their melodious twitters at 
the sight of  the glorious golden glow.

Better yet is the smell of  sunshine. Noth-
ing has smelt fresher to me than the waft of  
crisp clean freshness found in laundry and 
linen hung out in the warmth of  the sun.  
Its aromatic fragrance gives off  as much, 
as does fresh rain on dry ground and I’ve 
found myself  every so often, revelling in it.

Piercing through a blanketed thicket of  
forested woods, life blooms in the tiniest 
flowering shrub. Brooks and streams gurgle 

and sparkle in the bask of  the sun’s warmth. 
Stepping out of  numb cold environs into 

the dynamic radiance of  the sun has always 
been such a welcome sensation reaching 
right into the bones through to the cockles 
of  the heart, certainly radiating a glow of  
pure contentment and gladness, a pleasure 
only one can absorb, but certainly exude in-
voluntarily.

All glory, praise and honour will forever 
be on my lips to God the creator of  this Uni-
verse, for the fourth day of  creation when 
the Sun came into being and the wonder of  
its blessing, bringing life and healing to one 
and all. 
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Today’s ASTRO-PREDICTION

ARIES (MAR 21 - APR 19): You’re feeling 
altruistic today, Aries. You’re eager to do what 
you can for others. You can now put into ac-
tion all those lofty visions of  volunteering for 

a worthy cause. It’s time to do some real work. You’ll be 
astonished at how great it feels to make a direct contribu-
tion. Spending time chopping vegetables in a soup kitch-
en is much more satisfying than mailing a check.

TAURUS (APR 20 - MAY 20): Children 
are highlighted today, Taurus, either yours or 
someone else’s. You could be in one of  the 
healing professions. If  you’re a nurse or doctor, 

you may have the opportunity to make a big difference in 
the life of  one of  your patients. If  you’re a parent, see if  
you can spend extra time with your children. You will all 
benefit from some quality time together.

GEMINI (MAY 21 - JUN 21): You have a 
generous spirit, Gemini. And today you’re feel-
ing particularly altruistic. Finally, you have a 
chance to help your fellow man in a very real, 

direct way. Forget about big goals and lofty visions. Don’t 
try to set out to eradicate world hunger. You can go down 
to a local shelter and help cook a meal for a few dozen 
people. The personal contact will do you good.

CANCER (JUN 22 - JUL 22): This may be 
an intense day, Cancer, especially if  you fol-
low your instincts and say what needs to be 
said to loved ones. There may be some un-

resolved issues at home. Do you and your siblings need 
to address them? If  so, today is the day. You can expect 
some emotional reactions. This will be draining at first 
but ultimately therapeutic.

LEO (JUL 23 - AUG 22): This is just the kind 
of  day you like, Leo - intense and supercharged, 
just like you! It seems there’s a deadline com-
ing up, or a time-sensitive project. You’ll have 

a lot to do and not a lot of  time in which to do it. This is 
when you’re at your most productive. Just remember to 
drink plenty of  water and eat. Even superheroes need fuel 
in order to accomplish their heroics.

VIRGO (AUG 23 - SEP 22): You’re an orga-
nized, disciplined person, Virgo. No one who 
knows you would disagree. But there are times 
when you need to loosen up a bit, and this is 

just such a time. Forget about work, chores, and all your 
daily obligations. You’ve been working too hard lately. 
Live a little. Take a holiday. Don’t think of  this as being 
irresponsible. Think of  it as being human!

LIBRA (SEP 23 - OCT 22): Libra, today you may 
have to make some important decisions. You’re de-
manding of your friends and loved ones. Have you 
ever thought about why? It’s possible that you de-

mand more of them than you do of yourself, and that doesn’t 
seem fair, does it? Today insight and inspiration will show you 
how you can rectify this. Lower your standards for others or 
raise your standards for yourself. Level the playing field.

SCORPIO (OCT 23 - NOV 21): You may be 
thinking about everything you need to do to im-
prove your work situation. You’ve made your 
demands clear, but no one seems to be paying at-

tention. Maybe you’ve approached the wrong people. This 
could be just the excuse you’ve always needed to become 
your own boss. You have creativity and sound business 
ideas, Scorpio. Why not see if  you can combine the two?

SAGITTARIUS (NOV 22 - DEC 21): You’re 
sensitive, Sagittarius, and impressionable. You 
may not appreciate the intense atmosphere 
building, but it may be just what you need to 

get motivated. Yes, you’re about to face a lot of  pressure, 
but you can handle it. No more planning, no more delays, 
no more staring off  into space. Buckle down and get your 
work done. You can fantasize during your free time.

CAPRICORN (DEC 22 - JAN 19): It’s one 
thing to stick to your guns, another altogether 
to do so without considering the views of  oth-
ers. People may resent this stubbornness, Cap-

ricorn. Today you’re encouraged to take a good look at 
yourself. Practice listening rather than speaking and you 
may be amazed at what you learn. Other people have 
opinions, too. Some of  them are valid. Imagine that!

AQUARIUS (JAN 20 - FEB 18): Today you 
may be confronted with one of the harsher as-
pects of your personality, Aquarius. It can be 
a bit of a shock when such a thing happens. It 

may be that your temper flares or you wrestle with feelings 
of jealousy. You’re normally on top of your emotions, and 
losing control in any way is upsetting. Don’t fret. You’re 
human like everyone else. Learn what you can from the 
experience and move on.

PISCES (FEB 19 - MAR 20): Today you won’t 
feel quite like your usual upbeat self, Pisces. 
There’s nothing to be concerned about. It’s just 
that you have a lot to do and can’t help but be 

focused on it. You certainly are conscientious! See if  you 
can’t get out for some fun after you’ve finished your tasks. 
You’ve earned a break.

Against the backdrop of  baseless 
accusations levelled on the Chief  
Minister, TR Zeliang by the so 
called Media and Press Bureau 

(Dr. SL’s Group) in the name of  NPF Cen-
tral HQs, time and again, the Chief  Minis-
ter’s office is constrained to issue this state-
ment in order to set the record straight. The 
Law may be mightier than the pen, or the 
other way round, but that necessarily does 
not change the political dynamics in Naga-
land.

Law is derived from human common 
sense and those behind this Media and Press 
Bureau must make use of  their God given 
sense and understand atleast the basics on 
whether a three line Whip can be dictated 
and decided by Dr. SL alone. Dr. SL, or for 
that matter any individual, cannot impose 
on the decision of  the majority elected Mem-
bers to suit his own interest.

In the Lok Sabha, who decides to ap-
point Whip for the BJP Party? Is it Narendra 
Modi or Amit Shah? Who decides whether 
Legislators of  a Political Party should vote 
in favour or against a Motion moved by the 
Leader of  the House? Is it the Parliamen-
tary Board or the President of  the Party? 
It had been, it is and it will be decided by 
the Leader of  the House based on the deci-
sion of  the majority elected members. The 
underlying logic is that the Whip cannot go 

to the Assembly or the Parliament like Mo-
sel dropping from the sky because any Mo-
tion moved in the House has to be discussed 
within the elected Members to either vote in 
favour or against the Motion.

Even if  Dr. SL was the President of  the 
NPF Party, whip cannot be issued by him 
nor can he authorize any other person or 
authority to issue whip as he himself  does 
not have the power to do so under the NPF 
Constitution. In regard to Whip of  the NPF 
Party, Kiyaneilie Peseyie was chosen by the 
Leader of  the House in 2014, and then came 
Azo Nienu which however went backed to 
Kiyanilie Peseyie again in 2015 depending 
on the confidence and loyalty enjoyed with 
the Leader of  the House and by no means 
was it based on the confidence of  the NPF 
President. There is no provision in the Con-
stitution of  the NPF that authorizes any par-
ticular person or authority of  NPF to issue 
whip. In the entire Constitution of  the NPF 
running into 12 Articles and 7 Schedules, 
there is no mention about the person or au-
thority that can issue whip for the Party. The 
President’s Power under Article 1 is only lim-
ited to advice to the Legislature Party, which 
is only recommendatory in nature and not 
binding. The Constitution of  NPF does not 
confer any express power on the Dr. SL to is-
sue whip to any NPF MLA under paragraph 
2 (1)(b) of  the Tenth Schedule.

On 4.7.2017, T.R. Zeliang was selected as 
NPF Whip by majority of  34 MLAs which 
was further supported by 3 more NPF MLAs. 
The so called Media and Press Bureau may 
like to recollect that 37 NPF MLAS out of  47 
recognized and sanctioned the appointment 
of  TR Zeliang as NPF Whip. Such a sanc-
tion does not exist in respect of  Dr. SL or 
Kiyanilie Peseyie and thus, neither law nor 
majority is in support of  Dr. SL or Kiyanilie 
Peseyie to be the NPF Whip. On the other 
hand, true to democracy, massive majority 
is in support of  TR Zeliang to be the NPF 
Whip. 37 MLAs are with the present Chief  
Minister, TR Zeliang whereas the other 10 
are with the minority group led by Dr. SL 
and as such, 10 MLAs cannot seek to control 
the 37 while an inference that 37 can con-
trol 10 is completely reasonable. Kiyanilie 
Peseyie, considered to be whip of  NPF, is 
not indeed the whip of  NPF since no such 
authorization exists under the NPF Consti-
tution. None can become whip of  NPF just 
because one holds the Parliamentary Affairs 
portfolio or has the favour of  the NPF Presi-
dent. Such a belief  abated with the advent 
of  the anti-defection law as paragraph 2 (1)
(b) does not state that Parliamentary Affairs 
Ministers are the authorized persons to issue 
whip or can become whips ex-officio. Whip 
is always appointed from among the elected 
Members, a Member who enjoys the confi-

dence of  the Leader of  the House. It is never 
chosen or appointed by the Party President. 
This is the practice in any democratic set up 
in the Country and Nagaland is no excep-
tion. It is for the first time in the history of  
Nagaland Legislative Assembly that a ruling 
Party had served a three line whip directing 
MLAs to vote against its own Leader and 
also, no Organisational wing of  a Political 
Party can issue Whip against the majority 
decision of  the same Legislature Party. Now 
which act is a crying shame? Whether it is 
the act of  the Majority or the Minority, it is 
for all to judge.

According to Nagaland Legislative As-
sembly (Disqualification on Ground of  
Defection, Rules 2003, Section 3 (1), only 
Leader of  the Legislature Party can intimate 
the Speaker and so far, there is no instances 
in the Nagaland Legislative Assembly of  
any Political Party, be it opposition or rul-
ing,  having direct correspondence with the 
Speaker. As per the rules, it is only the Lead-
er of  the Legislature Party who is permitted 
to do so.

As per Article XVI of  the NPF Constitu-
tion, Amendment of  the Constitution Clause 
1 states that, “any Amendment/ alteration/ 
repeal of  the Constitution of  the NPF can 
be done only in the Central General Con-
vention of  the Party.” Now, did the 8th 
Amendment of  the Constitution of  the NPF 

empower Dr. SL to change the Constitution 
at his own whims and fancies? Did the 8th 
Amendment of  the Constitution of  the NPF 
empower Dr. SL to alter Article V clause 11 
to empower himself  to nominate? Did the 
8th Amendment of  the Constitution of  the 
NPF empower Dr. SL to alter Article XVII, 
Article VI clause 2; Article IV clause 5 of  the 
NPF Constitution for his own personal ad-
vantage? Was this to “streamline and achieve 
an efficient working system” as portrayed by 
the so called Media and Press Bureau?

There is absolutely nothing wrong on the 
part of  the Chief  Minister in asking Party 
men and women to fall on the right tract, 
whereas, the so called Media and Press Bu-
reau has started countering even such appeals 
which has only revealed their instability and 
fear of  the majority. The ball is in the Court of  
the ECI and as for us, we will sit and wait for 
the outcome though Dr. SL and his Minority 
group is free to knock the door of  every Court 
of  Law present in the Country. And mean-
while, the people behind the so called Media 
and Press Bureau must atleast examine basic 
facts and figures before coming up with half-
baked reports simply to get a little space in 
the Media as the law, surely, is mightier than 
sheer wishful thinking especially when it is 
based on total nonsense.

Issued by:
CMO, Nagaland

This press statement is issued in response to the 
statement made by a so-called DAN Core Com-
mittee on 18th August 2017 without ascertaining 
any fact — 

I. That the 10th Northern Angami-1 AC 
Youth Wing has already notified that it will not 
stoop low to paper war against a non-existent body 
but owing to the provocative statements issued in 
local dailies, time and again, by Neiphiu Rio and 
TR Zeliang supporters, MLA’s, the so-called NPF 
Kohima Division/10th Northern Angami-1 A/C 
Youth Wing under the illegal NPF office at Bayave 
Hill and lastly by the so-called DAN Core Com-
mittee, this notice is hereby issued for public clari-
fication once and for all.

2. That the ultimatum was served on 12th Au-
gust 2017 (and not 13th August as claimed by the 
so-called Core Committee) to the illegal NPF of-
fice set up at Hotel Legacy. BayavO Hill. which 
was viewed as a provocation at this juncture and 
it was hoped that till such time a proper solution 
is effected, the said illegal office, which might lead 
to confrontation, will be closed down to avoid fur-
ther trouble. 

3. That the following morning, i.e. 13th August 
2017, local newspapers carried a counter state-
ment by a so-called 10th Northern Angami-1 A/C 
Youth Wing showing total disregard to the senti-
ments of  the constituency youth. It is thus, hereby 
questioned how, Northern Angami-2 residents 
form an NPF Youth Wing in Northern Angami-1 
constituency? Or are those responsible, hold-
ing on to double identities, one in their village in 
Northern Angami-2 constituency and another in 
Northern Angami-1 constituency for their selfish 
ends? The four persons who received the ultima-
tum, namely Ruokuotuolie Mere, Kuovisieo Rio, 
Mhalelie Rio and Peter Kuotsu, all from North-
ern Angami-2 constituency, are yet to respond to 
a directive given to them to present the office bear-
ers of  the illegal NPF Youth Wing 10th Northern 
Angami-1 A/C since they were fully aware of  the 
set up and are known to be the most regular at-
tendants of  the said illegal office, the legitimate 
10th Northern Angami-1 A/C Youth Wing will 
continue its quest to unearth the truth.

4. That following the failure of  the illegal of-
fice to close down and remove its flags, the final 

notice was issued on 14th August 2017 warning 
any person staying in the said office will be doing 
so at his/her own risk. Further media houses were 
requested not to entertain statements on behalf  of  
party wings that do not carry authorised signa-
tures. Unfortunately the “request” was misinter-
preted as “warning” by Eastern Mirror. However, 
owing to appeals made by frontal NGO’s for re-
straint and peaceful approach, the youth wing has 
been complying to the appeals till date. 

5. That copies of  the ultimatum were en-
dorsed to both Kohima Village Council (KVC) 
and Bayavü Area Panchayat (BAP) for necessary 
information and while KVC appealed for finding 
a peaceful solution through appropriate authori-
ties, the BAP issued a press release on 15th August 
2017 some contents of  which, indicated a biased 
stand. Consequently, Youth Wing members vis-
ited the two signatories to apprise them not to take 
sides at this juncture but to remain neutral while 
issuing statements. And whereas the Chairman 
gratefully accepted his ignorance in using a term 
that offended the youth wing, incidentally, the 
Secretary was not home and so the message was 
conveyed to his wife. But consequently, since the 
DAN Core Committee took side with him, to the 
extent of  giving him security, it is clearly evident 
that he was lurking inside the illegal NPF office 
that night. 

6. That whatever be the case, the legitimate 
10th Northern Angami-1 A/C Youth Wing still 
stand by its ultimatum and that it will continue to 
question individuals who are behind setting up of  
the illegal office at Hotel Legacy and who are re-
sponsible for the formation of  a new Youth Wing 
in Northern Angami-1 constituency without our 
knowledge or consent. 

7. Lastly, the legitimate 10th Northern An-
gami-1 A/C Youth Wing question the statement 
made by Neiphiu Rio on 18th August 2017 on 
the opinion of  Kohima Village elders if  it reflects 
the general opinion endorsed by Kohima Village 
Council or whether he is trying to mislead the pub-
lic with another false version. 

Vilielhou Suokhrie 
President; 

Pfulikhrie Keretsü
 Vice President

The synchronisation of  the next 
general election with the assem-
bly polls of  2018 to set a pattern 
may not be the only reason why 

the Narendra Modi government is said 
to be considering bringing forward the 
2019 general election by a year.

While the need to evolve a system 
where the major elections are held si-
multaneously has been talked about for 
some time, the present conjecture relates 
mainly to the calculations about the 
prospects of  the ruling party at the Cen-
tre. The belief  seemingly is that it will 
be better for the Bharatiya Janata Party 
(BJP) to cash in on whatever gains it has 
made in the last three-and-a-half-years 
rather than wait for another 20 months 
or so when its inadequacies on the em-
ployment front and in relieving the dis-
tress of  farmers may become more ap-
parent.

It will serve the party better, there-
fore, to advance the dates of  the general 
election when the Modi magic hasn’t 
quite faded as a recent opinion poll has 
shown and the opposition continues to 
be in disarray.

Although the government cannot but 
derive considerable satisfaction from the 
opposition’s discomfiture, it cannot be 
unaware of  the fact that it still has pock-
ets of  influence as is evident from the 
marginal improvement in the Congress’s 
position in the recent Madhya Pradesh 
local elections and the Trinamool Con-
gress’s sweeping victories in the West 
Bengal municipal polls.

The BJP also knows that it has to 
guard against the anti-incumbency fac-
tor affecting the party’s prospects in the 
assembly elections in Madhya Pradesh, 
Chhattisgarh, Rajasthan and Gujarat 
next year. Even if  it wins, a loss of  seats 

compared to the previous elections can 
be disheartening on the eve of  the gen-
eral election if  it is held in 2019. It will 
also be demoralising for the BJP if  the 
Congress wins in Karnataka and the 
CPI-M in Tripura. Holding the general 
election earlier will enable the BJP to 
avoid such uncomfortable possibilities.

What the BJP will have to remember 
is that people often vote against the rul-
ing party because of  dissatisfaction with 
its performance even if  the opponent is 
weak. This happened in Goa and Ma-
nipur, where the Congress was the first 
party before it lost this position because 
of  the BJP’s success in weaning away a 
number of  legislators. However, such de-
fections could not hide the fact that there 
was dissatisfaction with the BJP.

The same disenchantment has also 
been voiced by a fairly wide section of  
the people in recent weeks as can be seen 
from the protest letters written to the 
Prime Minister by retired bureaucrats 
and army veterans and the processions 
taken out by scientists about the encour-
agement of  obscurantist practices by the 
ruling dispensation.

These grievances have nothing to 
do with unemployment and farmers’ 
distress which are undoubtedly the two 
most serious problems faced by the gov-
ernment. Instead, these are the grouses 
of  the average middle-class household-
ers who have been feeling uneasy about 
the growing climate of  intolerance al-
though it probably does not affect them 
in a personal capacity.

Even then, the depredations of  the 
gau rakshaks, along with the possibility 
of  the police entering private homes to 
check whether anyone is eating beef, as 
the Maharashtra government wants to 
do, the competitive jingoism in TV chan-
nels, the foul language used by the BJP’s 
supporters against the party’s opponents 
in the social media, the distortion of  his-

tory, including the blanking out of  Jawa-
haral Nehru’s name from the speeches 
of  high dignitaries, are some of  the 
trends which can cause unease among 
the common people.

No one can predict the cumulative ef-
fect of  these feelings over the next two 
years, along with the slowing down of  
the economy which is a prime cause of  
the unemployment problem.

Although early general elections 
can enable the government to make hay 
while the sun is still shining, albeit faint-
ly, it is only a temporary palliative. As 
of  now, a more longstanding solution of  
the current ills is not visible. As a result, 
the BJP has to continue to depend on 
the faith which the average person still 
places in the Prime Minister’s ability to 
tide over the difficult situations through 
hard work.

The government is also fortunate 
that it hasn’t had to face the kind of  cor-
ruption charges which brought down 
its predecessor and still hobbles many 
of  the opposition parties. At the same 
time, it is obvious that the expectations 
of  rapid economic advancement which 
are behind Modi’s success have been 
largely belied. No wonder the “achhey 
din” phrase is not heard any more.

The BJP’s other problem is its total 
dependence on Modi, which is not un-
like what it was in the Congress in Indira 
Gandhi’s heyday. It is a scenario which 
is not politically healthy for a party, as 
can be seen from the Congress’s present 
plight when it is pathetically dependent 
on the dynasty despite its fading cha-
risma. The BJP, on its part, has to capi-
talise on Modi’s popularity as long as it 
brings in the votes. Hence, the need for 
the general election next year.
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Coaches of the Puri-Haridwar Utkal Express train after it derailed in Khatauli near Muzaffarnagar on 
Saturday.

PTI

NEWS IN BRIEF
Bomb blast in Darjeeling, no injuries
Darjeeling, August 19 (IANS): A bomb ripped through 
the heart of  West Bengal’s hill town of  Darjeeling 
damaging a few shops early on Sunday, police said. No 
injuries were reported in the incident that caused panic 
among locals. “There was a bomb blast in Darjeeling’s 
motor stand area post midnight. No one got injured as 
the place was empty at the time of  the blast. We are 
investigating the incident,” Superintendent of  Police 
Akhilesh Kumar Chaturvedi told IANS. The blast took 
place on the 69th day of  the indefinite shutdown called 
by the Gorkha Janamukti Morcha (GJM), which has 
demand a separate Gorkhaland state be carved out of  
the north Bengal hills. According to sources, a number 
of  shops and the road in front of  the motor stand area 
have been damaged. No individual or organisation has 
so far taken responsibility of  the blast.

Man kills college-going girl, 
commits suicide
Visakhapatnam, August 19 (PTI):  A 30-year-old man 
allegedly killed a college-going girl by setting her on 
fire today, apparently for rejecting his advances, and 
committed suicide, police said. The incident took place 
in T Nagarapalem area under Bheemili police station 
limits in the city. P Hari Santosh, who worked at a 
sofa repair shop, used to stalk Potnuru Roopa (20), a 
second-year BSc student, even after she refused to speak 
to him, said inspector G Bala Surya Rao. At around 
12.15 pm today, Santosh went to the girl’s house and 
set her on fire after emptying a can of  kerosene on her. 
Rupa’s brother Upendra tried to save her and suffered 
burns himself. The girl died on the spot, police said.

Suspended MP Judge to cycle 
700-km to seek justice for himself
Ratlam (MP), August 19 (PTI):  A suspended 
additional sessions judge today set off  on a 700-km 
journey on bicycle from Neemuch to Jabalpur, where 
he plans to stage ‘satyagrah’ to draw the attention 
of  the Madhya Pradesh High Court to the alleged 
injustice meted out to him. “I will stage satyagrah after 
reaching Jabalpur in protest against my transfers and 
suspension,” he told reporters here. Shrivas said that 
he would try to ride nearly 100 km per day and reach 
Jabalpur in seven days via Ujjain, Sehore, Mandideep, 
Gadarwara and Narsinghpur. The suspended judge 
had also filed a contempt petition in the Supreme 
Court against judges of  the MP high court. At the sit-in 
staged by him outside the MP high court building in 
Jabalpur from August 1 to 3, Shrivas had alleged that 
he had been transferred four times in fifteen months 
in violation of  the transfer policy. The additional 
sessions judge also alleged that despite the ‘Transfer 
Policy-2015’, which says that a judicial officer could 
work at one place for maximum of three years, “several 
officers were enjoying stints of  as long as five years”.

Shimla temple theft case: Stolen 
idols recovered, 2 accused held 
Shimla, August  19 (PTI):  Shimla police today 
claimed to have solved the Shirgul Kila Temple idol 
theft case and recovered all the four stolen ancient idols 
of  ‘ashtadhatu’, police said.The police also arrested two 
accused, Chatter Bahadur and Dipender, both hailing 
from Nepal, while a manhunt has been launched to 
arrest the third accused, they said. “The antique value 
of  the 200-250 years old idols were in crores of  rupees 
and the accused had struck a deal to sell the four idols 
for Rs 50,000,” SHO Chopal Dharam Singh Thakur 
said. Sharma claimed that some unknown persons 
broke into the temple and stole four idols and one shell 
(shankh) from there on the intervening night of  August 
17 and 18, he said.The police scanned the CCTV 
footage and spotted two persons with muffled faces 
inside the temple but could not identify them.

Army personnel ‘beat up’ 2 
policemen for opposing harassment 
Srinagar, August 19 (PTI): Army personnel allegedly 
thrashed two policemen in Kupwara district of  
Kashmir today after they objected to “harassment” of  
a civilian by the soldiers, sources said. Two policemen 
were beaten up after they asked the soldiers to let go 
a motorist, who was held by the Army personnel, the 
police sources said. They said one of  the policemen 
was taken to hospital for first aid.However, senior 
police officers downplayed the incident, saying there 
was a minor altercation between the soldiers and the 
policemen but no manhandling took place. “The Army 
had siezed the vehicle of  a local commuter and the 
Munshi of  the Kupwara police station had gone there 
to get his vehicle released.

TN corporation website hacked 
by suspected Pakistani hacker
Tiruchirappalli (TN), August 19 (PTI):  The online 
portal of  Tiruchirappalli Municipal Corporation was 
today hacked allegedly by a Pakistani hacker with pro-
Kashmir separatist slogans posted on it. The police said 
the motive behind the incident could be known only 
after a detailed investigation. They also suspect that 
some data might have been stolen from the website.
The hacker had also posted views on attacks on women 
and children, police said. The technical experts have set 
right the portal and its operations have resumed, they 
said. Meanwhile, the corporation officials have lodged 
a complaint with the cyber crime police. The police 
added that the hacker claimed to be a “loan injector”.

Drug peddler arrested in Jammu
Jammu, August 19 (PTI):  Police have arrested a 
suspected drug peddler in Jammu and Kashmir’s 
Reasi district today. On specific information, a police 
team arrested the man at Simbal Choa Chowk and 
recovered 185 grams of  cannabis from his possession, 
a police officer said. He was arrested and a case was 
registered, he said. The accused has been identified as 
Satpal alias Sonu.

Five killed in illegal fire cracker 
unit blast
Bhubaneswar, August 19 (PTI):  Five persons -- three 
women and two minor girls -- were killed and three 
others suffered injuries in an explosion at an ‘illegal’ 
fire cracker unit near Khurda, police said. The deceased 
included four members of  a family. The blast took place 
at the house of  one Sanatan Sethi, where his family was 
allegedly manufacturing fire crackers illegally at Siko 
village under Jankia police station.The asbestos roof  
of  the house was severely damaged under the impact 
of  the explosion, police said. Fire brigade personnel 
went to the village and doused the fire. The deceased 
were identified as Babi Sethi (40), Madhabi Sethi (8), 
Tikili Sethi (4), Dolly Sethi (19) and Dutee Sethi (62).

23 dead, 400 injured as 14 coaches derail in Uttar Pradesh

Ruckus over ‘Vande Mataram’ 
in Maharashtra civic body

Clean chit to Amarinder; 
vigilance closure report 
hearing on September 2

Haryana to prepare Aadhaar-based database of its residents

Both AIADMK factions strike merger note, say will happen in 2 days 

JD-U hints at action against Sharad if he attends RJD rally 

Patna, August 19 (IANS): 
On a day the party decid-
ed to join the NDA, rival 
groups of  the Janata Dal-
United were on the war 
path on Saturday with the 
faction headed by Bihar 
Chief  Minister Nitish Ku-
mar virtually putting Shar-
ad Yadav on notice, daring 
him to split the party and 
face action.

On its part, the JD-U 
faction led by Yadav an-
nounced that it will ap-
proach the Election Com-
mission to stake claim to the 
party symbol ‘arrow’.

On a day of  hectic ac-
tivity, the national execu-
tive of the JD-U met at the 
Chief  Minister’s residence 
in which Kumar challenged 
Yadav to spilt the party.

“Let Sharad Yadav split 
the party. For splitting the 
party there is need of  sup-
port from two-third leaders. 
If  he has the majority he 

should prove it,” he said.
The Chief Minister said 

that Sharad Yadav was free 
to do whatever he wanted. 
“But he will not be able to 
do anything. It is for all to 
see. All 71 MLAs and 30 
MLCs along with two Lok 
Sabha MPs are with us,” 
he said.

He reminded Yadav that 
he was elected to the Rajya 
Sabha with the support and 
vote of the BJP.

Briefing reporters, JD-U 
Spokesman K.C. Tyagi said 
that the party has not acted 
against Yadav for his “anti-
party activities” because 
of  his seniority and long 
association with the party. 

“But, if  he attends RJD 
chief  Lalu Prasad’s rally 
here on August 27, then he 
will cross the Lakshman 
Rekha,” he said, hinting at 
action against Yadav.

Tyagi said that Yadav 
has left the party “on his 

Bihar Chief Minister and National President of JD(U) Nitish Kumar 
addressing the party’s national executive committee during a meet-
ing in Patna on Saturday.

PTI

Muzaffarnagar, August 19 
(IANS): At least 23 people 
were killed and 400 injured 
in a major derailment when 
14 coaches of  the Kalinga 
Utkal Express bound for 
Haridwar in Uttarakhand 
went off the tracks with one 
of  the coaches mounting 
on another near Khatauli in 
Uttar Pradesh on Saturday 
evening.

More casualties are 
feared as a number of  pas-
sengers are said to have 
been trapped in the derailed 
coaches. With nightfall add-
ing to difficulties, the railways 
were engaged in a grim battle 
for rescuing those trapped by 
deploying heavy gas cutters 
and other equipments to 
break open into the coaches.

The accident occurred 
around 5.45 p.m. when 14 
coaches of  the Puri-Harid-
war Kalinga Utkal Express 
bound for Haridwar derailed 
in Khatauli in Meerut-Saha-
ranpur Division. The impact 
of  the accident was so se-
vere that one of the coaches 

Chennai, August 19 (IANS):  
Notwithstanding differences, both 
the factions of  the AIADMK on 
Saturday expressed confidence 
over their merger in two days, but 
a leader of the group led by former 
Chief Minister O. Panneerselvam 
maintained that expulsion of V.K. 
Sasikala from the party was a basic 
requirement before they can come 
together.

The much-talked about merg-
er, which appeared a done deal 
on Friday evening came unstuck 
apparently due to persisting dif-
ferences over Sasikala and other 
issues.

Saturday began with Panneer-
selvam asserting that talks on the 
merger of the AIADMK factions 
are going on “smoothly” and a 
“good decision” will be out in a 

day or two.
“There are no differences in 

the AIADMK and the talks for 
the merger as desired by the peo-
ple of  Tamil Nadu and cadre 
of  AIADMK are proceeding 
smoothly. As early as possible and 
in a day or two, a good decision 
will be reached,” the former Chief  
Minister told reporters in Chennai 
after consultations with leaders 
supporting him.

He said they were working to-
wards protecting the organisation 
founded by MGR and carried on 
by J. Jayalalithaa and to follow the 
path shown by them.

Panneerselvam met reporters 
again in the evening and reiter-
ated that the talks are proceeding 
smoothly and a decision on merger 
would be achieved in a “day or 

two”. “Tomorrow or the day after 
you will get the news that you are 
expecting,” he said. 

Replying to questions, he said 
there were no conditions and 
maintained that “we will not be re-
sponsible for fall of  the AIADMK 
government”.

Almost in parallel, Chief Min-
ister K. Palaniswami echoed simi-
lar views in Tiruvarur in Tiruvarur 
district, saying differences that 
arose in recent times had created 
two groups in the party. “But now 
through talks these are being re-
solved. Soon both the groups will 
merge,” he said.

However, an OPS group vet-
eran K.P. Munuswamy struck a 
hardline position saying expulsion 
of  Sasikala, a close aide of  late 
Chief  Minister Jayalalithaa, was 

a basic requirement in the interest 
of leaders and cadre of AIADMK. 
He said he was not an obstacle in 
the path of merger but he admitted 
that he took a hardline position to 
put “pressure”. 

Munuswamy said he and other 
party leaders would abide by what-
ever decision Panneerselvam takes 
on the merger.

Meanwhile, the loyalists of  
Sasikala’s nephew T.T.V. Dinaka-
ran warned of  replacing Chief  
Minister Palaniswami if  Sasikala 
is removed as General Secretary 
and expelled from the party on 
the lines of removal of Dinakaran 
from the Deputy General Secre-
tary’s post. 

Another leader of the Dinaka-
ran group, Nanjil Sampath said 
there was no need for merger of  

the two groups as the government 
has the support of 136 MLAs and 
nothing would be gained out of it. 

Panneerselvam’s remarks as-
sume significance in the context 
of  the resumed parleys between 
his faction and the other headed 
by Chief  Minister Palaniswami 
for the merger. On Friday the two 
factions were almost close to the 
merger and an announcement 
was expected at the Jayalalithaa 
memorial on Marina beach but 
last minute complications delayed 
such a possibility.

The Chief Minister on Thurs-
day had announced a judicial 
probe into the death of Jayalalith-
aa and converting her residence in 
Poes Garden as a memorial which 
was aimed at paving the way for 
merger between the two factions.

could be seen mounted on 
another while another coach 
had crashed into a building 
along the tracks.

Railway spokesperson 
Anil Saxena said that 14 of  
the coaches had derailed, 
while the state police chief’s 
press release said eight 
coaches had derailed.

Police and railway offi-
cials said they were keeping 

all options open when asked 
whether there could be a 
terror angle in the accident.

The railways and the 
police summoned all equip-
ments including heavy lift 
cranes and gas cutters to ac-
cess the affected coaches and 
cut through them to bring 
passengers to safety.

The National Disaster 
Response Force (NDRF) 

also rushed forces to join the 
rescue operation.

A team of  the ATS of  
the state police has been 
rushed to the accident site, 
an official told IANS. The 
team headed by DSP Anoop 
Singh will probe any terror 
angle into the rail accident. 
NDRF teams have also been 
rushed to the accident site.

Chief Minister Yogi Adi-

Aurangabad, August 19 
(IANS):  Two AIMIM 
corporators were suspend-
ed amid a ruckus after 
they refused to stand up 
when ‘Vande Mataram’ 
was sung at the start of  the 
day’s proceedings in the 
Aurangabad Municipal 
Corporation on Saturday.

Protesting against this, 
ruling Shiv Sena-Bharati-
ya Janata Party corpora-
tors rushed to the well of  
the house and raised loud 
slogans against the All 
India Majlis-e-Ittehadul 
Mus l imeen  (AIMIM) 
duo who remained seated 
when the song was being 
rendered.

This quickly degener-
ated into a slanging match 
between the ruling and the 
Opposition corporators 
with fisticuffs, yanking 
off  of  microphones from 
tables, breaking fans and 
damaging under furniture 
and fittings in the assem-
bly hall.

S o m e  o f  t h e  S h iv 
Sena-Bharatiya Janata 
Party alliance corpora-
tors strongly objected as 
the AIMIM corporators 
remained seated during 
‘Vande Mataram’ and 
raised slogans of  ‘Bharat 
Mata Ki Jai’, and “If  you 
want to live in this coun-

try, you will have to sing 
‘Vande Mataram’,” and 
flung their shawls around 
in the hall.

Amid the continuing 
fracas, AMC Mayor Bhag-
wandas Ghadamode (BJP) 
adjourned the proceedings 
twice and announced the 
suspension of  the two 
AIMIM corporators for a 
day, before adjourning the 
house for the day.

AIMIM MLA Imtiaz 
Jaleel said there is no law 
mandating people must 
stand up during the sing-
ing of  ‘Vande Mataram’, 
though it is a tradition that 
is respected.

“Howeve r,  we  a r e 
very clear that whenev-
er ‘Vande Mataram’ is 
rendered we must stand 
up,” Jaleel said, adding 
he would seeks details of  
the incidents in the AMC 
house from his party cor-
porators.

The AIMIM is  the 
largest Opposition party 
with 25 corporators while 
the ruling Shiv Sena has 
29 and the BJP 22. The 
other Opposition parties 
include eight from the 
Congress, three of  the Na-
tionalist Congress Party 
and 24 independents/oth-
ers in the 113-member 
AMC house.

Ludhiana, August 19 (IANS): The Punjab Vigi-
lance Bureau on Saturday moved a closure report 
in a local court in the Ludhiana City Centre scam, 
in which Chief Minister Amarinder Singh and his 
son Raninder Singh were among the accused.

After the Vigilance Bureau filed the cancella-
tion report before District and Sessions Judge Gur-
bir Singh, the court fixed September 2 for the next 
hearing in the case, in which Amarinder Singh’s 
son-in-law Raminder Singh and others were alleg-
edly involved.

Defence counsel Trilok Singh Sood told report-
ers that the District Attorney, who appeared for the 
prosecution, filed the closure report.

The case pertains to Amarinder Singh’s previ-
ous stint as Chief Minister from 2002 to 2007.

Amarinder Singh and his then Local Bodies 
Minister Jagjit Singh, since deceased, were named 
along with others in the case for allegedly causing 
monetary loss to the state by awarding the contract 
for the multi-million mega project to a New Delhi-
based construction company.

The bureau registered the case in March 2007 
and subsequently filed a charge sheet in Decem-
ber 2007. Interestingly, charges were not framed 
against any of the accused so far. Two of the 35 
persons booked in the case have since died.

Sonepat, August 19 (PTI): 
Haryana government today 
said it has decided to prepare 
an Aadhaar-based database 
of  all the residents of  the 
state which would enable in 
providing benefits of  various 
schemes in a transparent 
manner.

Under state resident da-
tabase (SRDB) scheme, a 
public service survey would 
be conducted and data would 
be collected from all the 
households.

PK Das, Haryana Ad-
ditional Chief  Secretary, 
School Education Depart-
ment, divulged the details in 
this regard while presiding 
over a meeting with offic-
ers in Sonepat today, said 
an official release. Prepara-
tions for implementation of  
SRDB were discussed in the 
meeting.

He said the survey needs 
to be conducted in an ef-
ficient manner so that every 
person could get benefits of  
various schemes launched by 
the government in the state.

H e  s a i d  t h a t  u n d e r 
SRDB, Aadhaar number of  
every state resident would 
be noted and his/her finger 
prints would be scanned on 
a machine to ensure that he/
she has been getting benefits 
of  all the schemes through 
banks.

Das said that a ‘Saksham 
Yuva’ would accompany 
each enumerator while con-
ducting the survey.

He directed the officers 
of  health department to pre-
pare Aadhaar cards of  new-
born babies.

“It is the responsibility of  
the education department to 
update Aadhaar of  the child 
by taking finger prints when 
he or she turns three-year-
old, he said.

Later, while presiding 
over meeting with officers 
of  Excise and Taxation De-
partment today, Das said 
that Goods and Services 
Tax (GST) had been im-
plemented by the Central 
Government to simplify the 
tax system.

Therefore, it is the re-
sponsibility of  the concerned 

officers to clear the doubts of  
all traders and businessmen, 
he said adding that all traders 
would have to get themselves 
registered under GST by Sep-
tember 30, 2017.

District Excise and Taxa-
tion Commissioner informed 
Das that the registration 
work was being carried out 
efficiently in the district.

He said that two slabs 
have been created, one for 
traders with a turnover above 
Rs 20 lakh and other for 
those with a turnover below 
Rs 20 lakh.

He said there were 27 
traders with turnover above 
Rs 20 lakh who have migrat-
ed and 12,843 traders with 
turnover below Rs 20 lakh of  
which 11,079 have migrated.

He informed that a nodal 
officer has been appointed in 
the district for providing as-
sistance with regard to GST.

Apart from this, a help 
desk has been set up in the 
office and WhatsApp groups 
have been created to assist 
the traders, he said.

tyanath spoke to principal 
secretary (Home) Arvind 
Kumar and the Muzaffarna-
gar district magistrate (DM) 
and directed them to ensure 
prompt rescue and relief  
operations at Khatauli.

Two dozen people, 
many women and children 
have been admitted to near-
by medical facilities for treat-
ment. The train had left Puri 
at 9 p.m. on Friday night and 
was to terminate at Harid-
war at 9 p.m. Saturday night.

Railway officials said a 
medical train was on way 
and that trains on the route 
have been diverted through 
Shamli. 

Additional Superintend-
ent of  Police, Muzaffarna-
gar, Ajay Kumar told IANS 
that police teams were trying 
to rescue as many passengers 
trapped in the coaches as 
possible.

Rai lways  Minis te r 
Suresh Prabhu announced 
an ex-gratia of Rs 3.5 lakh 
each to the kin of those who 
lost their lives and Rs 50,000 

each for those seriously in-
jured. He also announced Rs 
25,000 for passengers with 
minor injuries.

The Minister said that 
medical vans have been 
rushed to the site. All efforts 
are being taken to ensure 
speedy relief  and rescue 
operations, he said.

The Minister said that 
he was in close touch with 
Uttar Pradesh Chief  Min-
ister Yogi Adityanath, state 
government officials, district 
administration to coordinate 
rescue and relief operations

Uttar Pradesh Chief  
Minister Yogi Adityanath 
said that rescue operation 
has been taken up on a war 
footing with railways and the 
state government working 
together.

Prime Minister Naren-
dra Modi, Congress Presi-
dent Sonia Gandhi and party 
Vice President Rahul Gan-
dhi have condoled the deaths 
and expressed sympathies 
for the families of those who 
lost their lives.

own” and is “no longer with 
us, emotionally or physi-
cally”. 

He accused Yadav of  
indulging in anti-party ac-
tivities by holding separate 
meetings with his own sup-
porters and RJD members.

He c la imed Yadav 
has “always taken a stand 
against Nitish -- whether it 
is on demonetisation, sur-
gical strikes and women’s 
reservation. He always took 
a different stand and went to 
the extremes”.

Claiming that there was 
no split in the party, Tyagi 
said the heads of  16 state 
committees were with Ni-
tish Kumar, contrary to 
claims made by the rival 
group.

He said in Bihar all 71 
party MLAs, 30 MLCs and 
two Lok Sabha MPs and 
most of  the Rajya Sabha 
MPs were with the Nitish 
Kumar-led JD-U, except 
Sharad Yadav and Ali An-
war.

Meanwhile, the rebel 
JD-U faction said that it 
will approach the Election 
Commission to stake claim 
over the party symbol ‘ar-
row’.

“We will soon knock 
on the door of the Election 
Commission to stake claim 
over the party symbol ‘ar-
row’ and inform (people) 
that the real party is with 
him (Sharad), not with Bi-

har Chief  Minister Nitish 
Kumar,” senior JD-U leader 
Arun Srivastav, who is con-
sidered close to Sharad Ya-
dav, said.

“The real JD-U belongs 
to Sharad Yadav and par-
ty units in different states 
across India are with him,” 
Srivastav said.

“It is Sharad Yadav who 
formed the JD-U, not Nitish 
Kumar,” said Srivastav, who 
was last week removed as 
the party’s General Sec-
retary by JD-U president 
Nitish Kumar.

The Sharad Yadav-led 
JD-U held its “Jan Adalat” 
meeting at S.K. Memorial 
near the historic Gandhi 
Maidan.

According to former 
JD-U minister Ramai Ram, 
a Sharad Yadav supporter, 
his meeting is open for all.

Sharad Yadav is also 
likely to announce his de-
cision to attend Rashtri-
ya Janata Dal chief  Lalu 
Prasad’s “Desh Bachao 
BJP Bhagao” rally here on 
August 27.

The JD-U national ex-
ecutive passed a resolution 
to become part of  the Na-
tional Democratic Alliance 
led by the BJP.

“A resolution that the 
JD-U will join the BJP-led 
NDA was unanimously 
approved in the meeting. 
Now we have become part 
of NDA,” Tyagi said.
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NEWS IN BRIEF
Syrian army, Hezbollah launch 
offensive against IS
Damascus, August 19 (IANS): The Syrian army and 
the Lebanese Hezbollah group on Saturday launched 
an offensive against the Islamic State (IS) militants in 
the Qalamoun region, in tandem with an operation 
by the Lebanese army on the Lebanese side of  the 
border against the IS, the military said. Dubbed “If You 
Return We Will Return”, the operation aims to clear the 
badlands of the Qalamoun region in Syria, just a couple 
of weeks after both allies dislodged the Al Qaeda-linked 
Nusra Front from the region and the adjacent Juroud 
Arsal barrens on the Lebanese side of the border, Xinhua 
news agency quoted a military official as saying. The 
cross-border battle was anticipated after the defeat of  
Nusra in the border areas in both Syria and Lebanon.

Afghan forces foil Taliban’s 
offensive, 70 militants killed
Kandahar, August 19 (IANS): As many as 70 Taliban 
militants were killed and scores injured after Afghan 
aircraft dropped bombs on a militant convoy in 
Kandahar province, an official said on Saturday. The 
incident took place late Friday night when the Taliban 
fighters equipped with military vehicles planned to take 
control of Nish, Shah WaliKot and Khakriz districts of  
the province, a police official was quoted as saying by 
Xinhua. At least 70 insurgents were killed and several 
were wounded in the attack. More than 15 militants’ 
vehicles and motorbikes were also destroyed during the 
raid, the official said. 

Knife attacker in Russian city 
wounds 8, shot by police
Moscow, August 19 (PTI/AFP): A knife attacker stabbed 
eight people on the street in Russia’s far northern city 
of Surgut before being shot by police, investigators said 
today. The male attacker “carried out attacks on passers-
by, causing stab wounds to eight” while “moving along 
central streets of  the city” at around 11:20 am (local 
time) said Russia’s Investigative Committee, which probes 
major crimes. It said that armed police then arrived and 
used their weapons on the attacker and “liquidated” him. 
The incident took place in a city some 2,100 kilometres 
northeast of Moscow in the oil-rich Khanty-Mansi region. 

Strong 6.4 quake hits off Fiji: US monitor
Wellington, August 19 (PTI/AFP):  A strong 
6.4-magnitude earthquake struck off  Fiji today, US 
seismologists said, but it was considerably deep and there 
were no reports of damage or injury. The offshore quake 
hit at 3:00 pm (0200 GMT) and was centred around 287 
kilometres (178 miles) east of  Suva, at a depth of  538 
kilometres, the US Geological Survey (USGS) said. The 
Hawaii-based Pacific Tsunami Warning Center did not 
immediately issue any warnings. The quake occurred in the 
so-called Pacific Ring of Fire, a region of frequent seismic 
activity due to collisions between continental plates.

Japan puts third GPS satellite into orbit
Tokyo, August 19 (IANS): Japan on Saturday launched 
a rocket and put the third of its new quasi-zenith satellites 
into orbit to help improve the precision of the global 
positioning system. The launch from the Tanegashima 
Space Centre in Kagoshima prefecture came a week 
later than originally scheduled due to a technical 
problem in the rocket, Xinhua news agency reported. 
The H-2A rocket was launched by the Japan Aerospace 
Exploration Agency (JAXA) and Mitsubishi Heavy 
Industries Ltd. and carried the Michibiki No.3 which is 
part of a four-satellite constellation. The satellite went 
into the planned orbit around 2.57 p.m. (local time).

Widow of late Chinese Nobel 
laureate reappears in video
Beijing, August 19 (IANS): The widow of  Chinese 
activist and Nobel Peace laureate Liu Xiaobo has 
appeared for the first time since her husband’s funeral 
in an online video in which she asked for more time 
to mourn. Liu Xia’s whereabouts have been unknown 
since her husband died of liver cancer on July 13 while 
in custody. She has been under house arrest since her 
husband won the Nobel Peace Prize in 2010, BBC 
reported. She was allowed to visit him in prison about 
once a month and to remain with him while he was 
treated in his final days.

N. Korea urges Latin American 
countries not to break ties with it
Seoul, August 19 (IANS): North Korea on Saturday urged 
several Latin American countries not to break ties with 
it and criticised a recent petition by Washington asking 
them not to have any relations with Pyongyang. During 
a recent visit to Santiago, US Vice President Mike Pence 
had openly urged Chile, Brazil, Mexico and Peru to break 
all diplomatic and trade ties with North Korea. A North 
Korean Foreign Ministry spokesperson said such coercive 
behaviour from the US showed extreme arrogance and 
egotism, state-owned KCNA agency reported.

Bangladesh sends back Rohingya 
boat carrying injured
Dhaka, August 19 (PTI/AFP): Bangladesh coastguards 
today turned back a boat carrying 31 Rohingya Muslim 
refugees escaping renewed army activity in their 
neighbouring Myanmar homeland, an official said. The 
push-back came after at least 500 Rohingya fled their 
villages in Myanmar’s Rakhine state, crossing the border 
to take shelter in refugee camps and hills in Bangladesh’s 
southeastern Cox’s Bazar district. A coastguard patrol 
boat found the boat on the Naf river, which acts as a 
border between Bangladesh and Myanmar, as it tried to 
enter Cox’s Bazar early in the morning.

Barcelona, August 19 (PTI/
AFP): Spanish police expand-
ed a manhunt today for a Mo-
roccan national believed to be 
one of  the perpetrators of  twin 
terror attacks in Barcelona 
and another seaside resort 
that killed 14 and wounded 
around 100.

With the country in shock 
after the carnage which saw 
two men deliberately plough-
ing vehicles into crowds of  
pedestrians, Madrid mulled 
raising the terror alert to the 
maximum in the world’s third 
tourism destination. 

With investigators work-
ing round the clock to iden-
tify the network behind the 
bloodshed, police said they 
were hunting for 22-year-old 
Younes Abouyaaqoub without 
confirming reports he was the 
driver who ploughed a van 
into pedestrians in Barcelona 
on Thursday. 

Thirteen people died at the 
scene and scores more were 
injured in scenes of  horror 
witnessed by terrified friends 
and relatives, with locals and 
tourists laying flowers, candles 
and teddies in their memory. 

Investigators meanwhile 
were working furiously to un-
ravel the terror cell of  at least 
12 young men - some of  them 
teenagers - behind the Barce-
lona rampage and a second 
ramming attack with a car in 
the seaside town of  Cambrils. 

One woman was killed 
and six other people wounded, 
with police killing five “sus-
pected terrorists” who were 
in the car and arresting four 
others. 

The Barcelona attack was 
claimed by the Islamic State 
group. 

Police have also identified 
another three suspects linked 
to the attacks, two of  whom 
are thought to have died in a 
blast on Wednesday night as 
they tried to make explosives 
at a house in Alcanar, a town 
some 200 kilometres (140 
miles) south of  Barcelona. 
As the hunt for Abouyaaqoub 
gathers pace, Spanish police 
tipped off  their French coun-
terparts about a white van 
linked to the attacks that may 
have crossed the border, a 
French police source told AFP.

Police in Catalonia said 
three of  the suspects shot dead 
in Cambrils were Moroccan 
nationals, identifying them 
as Moussa Oukabir, 17, Said 
Aallaa, 18, and Mohamed 

Hychami, 24. 
Moussa’s brother Driss is 

one of  the four arrested. 
Back in Morocco, their 

father Said was in shock, with 
tears in his eyes when he was 
told of  the news while at a 
wedding, surrounded by rela-
tives. “We’re under shock, 
completely devastated,” he 
told AFP, saying Moussa had 
been studying “normally” at 
school while Driss worked 
“honestly.” 

“I hope they will say he’s 
innocent... I don’t want to lose 
my two sons.” 

Police said they believed 
the suspects were planning a 
much larger attack, possibly a 
vehicle bomb, with the use of  
gas canisters. 

But they appear to have 
made mistakes, accidentally 
detonating Wednesday’s ex-
plosion. 

Security forces removed 
dozens of  gas canisters from 
the house in Alcanar, accord-
ing to an AFP photographer at 
the scene. 

“They were preparing one 
or several attacks in Barcelona, 
and an explosion in Alcanar 
stopped this as they no longer 
had the material they needed 
to commit attacks of  an even 
bigger scope,” said Josep Lluis 
Trapero of  Catalonia’s police. 

Both attacks followed the 
same modus operandi with 
drivers deliberately targeting 
pedestrians in the latest in a se-
ries of  such assaults in Europe.

Washington, August 19 
(IANS): Former White 
House chief strategist Steve 
Bannon has vowed to “go to 
war” with President Donald 
Trump’s opponents in the 
media and on the Capitol 
Hill after he was fired from 
his job.

Bannon was fired on 
Friday and just hours after 
his ouster, Breitbart News 
announced that he was back 
as executive chairman of the 
ultra-conservative website. 
The former Trump adviser 
left Breitbart in 2016 to join 
Trump’s presidential cam-
paign, the Washington Post 
reported. 

Breitbart itself  carried 
the headline: “Populist 
Hero” Stephen K. Bannon 
Returns Home to Breitbart.

After his sacking, Ban-
non said that he feels “jacked 
up” and is preparing for a 
fight for the agenda that won 
Trump the election. “I’ve got 
my hands back on my weap-
ons,” he said, “it’s Bannon 
the Barbarian.”

“I am definitely going 
to crush the opposition. 
There’s no doubt. I built a 
f***ing machine at Breitbart. 
And now I’m about to go 
back, knowing what I know, 
and we’re about to rev that 
machine up.”

The 63-year-old helped 
shape the “America First” 
campaign message but has 
been accused of  voicing 
anti-Semitic and white su-
premacist views.

Inside the embattled 
White House, the former 
chief  strategist frequently 
tangled with Trump’s son-
in-law Jared Kushner and 
other presidential advisers 
over trade and foreign policy. 

He is the latest high-
profile figure to be removed 
from the White House team 
after the ouster of  Com-

munications Director An-
thony Scaramucci, Chief of  
Staff  Reince Priebus, Press 
Secretary Sean Spicer and 
National Security Adviser 
Michael Flynn. 

According to reports, 
Trump was under renewed 
pressure to sack Bannon 
following the violence at a 
far-right rally in Charlottes-
ville, Virginia, last weekend, 
when a car was driven into 
counter-protesters, killing a 
woman. But Bannon told 
the Weekly Standard maga-
zine that he had informed 
Chief  of  Staff  John Kelly 
and Trump on August 7 
that he would announce his 
resignation on August 14. 
The tumult over the violence 
in Charlottesville postponed 
the announcement, he said.

Bannon said that he 
doesn’t expect Trump’s pres-
idency will be the same now 
that he’s out of  the White 
House. “The Trump presi-
dency that we fought for, 
and won, is over,” Bannon 
told the Weekly Standard. 

“We still have a huge 
movement, and we will 
make something of  this 
Trump presidency. But that 
presidency is over. It’ll be 
something else.”

He added: “In many 
ways I think I can be more 
effective fighting from the 
outside for the agenda Presi-
dent Trump ran on. And 
anyone who stands in our 
way, we will go to war with.”

One Breitbart headline 
drew a comparison be-
tween Trump and Arnold 
Schwarzenegger, the former 
California Governor, who is 
not viewed positively among 
the conservative base.

“With Steve Bannon 
gone, Trump risks becom-
ing Arnold Schwarzenegger 
2.0,” the Breitbart headline 
read.

Islamabad, August 19 (IANS): A 
state funeral was held in Karachi on 
Saturday for Ruth Pfau, a German 
doctor and nun who dedicated her life 
to eradicating leprosy in Pakistan and 
earned international acclaim as the 
country’s “Mother Teresa”.

Pfau passed away earlier this month 
at the age of 87 in Karachi. She had 
dedicated more than 50 years of  her 
life to fighting leprosy in Pakistan, 
which earned her the name “Light to 
the Lepers”. 

She was the founder of  the Na-
tional Leprosy Control Programme in 
Pakistan and Marie Adelaide Leprosy 
Centre (MALC), the News Interna-
tional reported.

She was laid to rest after a funeral 
service at St Patrick’s Cathedral in Ka-
rachi, where the coffin was draped in 
the Pakistani flag and covered with rose 
petals. A gun-salute was also offered 
during the funeral proceedings. 

Pfau was later buried in Gora 
Qabristan, Karachi’s oldest graveyard. 

President Mamnoon Hussain, 
Sindh Chief  Minister Murad Ali 
Shah, Governor Muhammad Zubair, 
Chief  of  Army Staff  Gen. Qamar 
Javed Bajwa, Air Chief Marshal Sohail 
Aman and Deputy Chief  of  Naval 
Staff (Operations) Vice Admiral Zafar 
Mahmood Abbasi attended the funeral 
ceremony. Several officials from the 
German Consulate in Karachi were 
also present.

The Sindh Chief Minister ordered 
the renaming of Karachi’s Civil Hos-
pital after Pfau following the funeral. 
“Dr Pfau was a symbol of  pride for 
this province and for all of Pakistan,” 
he said. 

Pfau studied medicine in Germany 
in the 1950s and was later sent to India 
by her order, the Daughters of  the 
Heart of Mary. But a visa problem kept 
her in Karachi, where she went on to 
live for 57 years.

Due to her efforts, Pakistan became 
one of the first countries in Asia to be 
declared free of leprosy in 1966. She set 
up 150 clinics across the country which 
treated tens of thousands of people.

In recognition of her work, the Pa-
kistani government awarded Pfau the 
nation’s second highest civilian honour, 
Hilal-i-Imtiaz, in 1979. 

In 1989, she was presented with the 
Hilal-i-Pakistan, the country’s highest 
civilian honour. 

Freetown, August 19 
(IANS): The death toll in 
the mudslides and flood-
ing in Sierra Leone has 
climbed to 467 and is ex-
pected to rise further, of-
ficials said.

About 20,000 people 
have been displaced by 
the mudslides, including 
5,000 children, presiden-
tial spokesman Abdulai 
Bayraytay was quoted as 
saying by CNN.

The death toll includes 
those killed in mudslides 
on the outskirts of  Free-
town and fatalities from 

flash floods in other prov-
inces, Deputy Health Min-
ister Madina Rahman said.

The country must be 
prepared to battle cholera 
and malaria, Rahman said, 
in the wake of  one of  the 
deadliest natural disasters 
to hit Africa in recent years.

Some residents got skin 
infections from the water 
they had been washing in, 
and officials were putting 
in place plans for cholera 
prevention, she said. 

“We are equipped to 
a point. We can’t do it 
alone,” she added.

Homes in the hilltop 
community of  Regent 
were engulfed after a part 
of  Sugar Loaf  mountain, 
about 5 miles from Free-
town, collapsed following 
heavy rain early on Mon-
day. Many victims were 
asleep when the disaster 
struck.

Rescue workers said 
they were losing hope of  
finding bodies in the debris, 
with hundreds of  people 
still unaccounted for. The 
city morgue at Connaught 
Hospital in Freetown was 
overwhelmed by the influx 

of  bodies, the report said.
On Thursday, 413 peo-

ple were laid to rest in a 
mass burial in the nearby 
town of  Waterloo, Tour-
ism and Cultural Affairs 
Minister Sidie Yahya Tu-
nis said. About a third of  
the dead were children, 
Tunis said.

Rahman, the health of-
ficial, appealed for interna-
tional support, saying the 
country can’t do it alone. 

Meanwhile, authorities 
were preparing to evacuate 
other hillside areas amid 
fears of  more landslides.

Washington, August 19 (PTI): 
US Trade Representative Rob-
ert Lighthizer has formally initi-
ated an investigation of  China’s 
intellectual property practices 
under Section 301 of  the Trade 
Act of  1974, which will seek to 
determine if  America’s largest 
trading partner has been engag-
ing in unfair practices.

“After consulting with stake-
holders and other government 
agencies, I have determined 
that these critical issues merit a 
thorough investigation. I noti-
fied the President that today I 
am beginning an investigation 
under Section 301 of  the Trade 
Act of  1974,” Lighthizer said.

China is America’s larg-
est trading partner, with an-
nual trade in goods and services 
worth about USD 663 billion.

In a  memorandum on 
August 14, President Donald 
Trump had directed the USTR 
to do so.

The memorandum had em-
phasised that “the US is a world 
leader in research-and-develop-
ment-intensive, high-technolo-
gy goods,” and that “violations 
of  intellectual property rights 
and other unfair technology 
transfers potentially threaten 
US firms by undermining their 
ability to compete fairly in the 
global market.” 

It further noted that Chi-
na’s conduct “may inhibit US 
exports, deprive US citizens 
of  fair remuneration for their 
innovations, divert American 
jobs to workers in China, con-
tribute to our trade deficit with 
China, and otherwise under-
mine American manufacturing, 
services, and innovation.” 

According to USTR, the 
Chinese government reportedly 
uses a variety of  tools, including 
opaque and discretionary ad-
ministrative approval processes, 
joint venture requirements, for-
eign equity limitations, procure-
ments, and other mechanisms 
to regulate or intervene in US 

companies operations in China, 
in order to require or pressure 
the transfer of  technologies and 
intellectual property to Chinese 
companies.

Moreover, many US com-
panies report facing vague and 
unwritten rules, as well as local 
rules that diverge from national 
ones, which are applied in a 
selective and non- transparent 
manner by the Chinese govern-
ment officials to pressure tech-
nology transfer, it said.

Secondly, the Chinese gov-
ernment’s acts, policies and 
practices reportedly deprive US 
companies of  the ability to set 
market-based terms in licens-

ing and other technology- re-
lated negotiations with Chinese 
companies and undermine US 
companies control over their 
technology in China.

For example, the Regula-
tions on Technology Import 
and Export Administration 
mandate particular terms for 
indemnities and ownership of  
technology improvements for 
imported technology, and other 
measures also impose non-
market terms in licensing and 
technology contracts.

The Chinese government 
reportedly directs and/or un-
fairly facilitates the systematic 
investment in, and/or acquisi-

tion of, US companies and 
assets by Chinese companies to 
obtain cutting-edge technolo-
gies and intellectual property 
and generate large-scale tech-
nology transfer in industries 
deemed important by Chinese 
government industrial plans, 
it said.

According to USTR, the 
investigation will consider 
whether the Chinese govern-
ment is conducting or support-
ing unauthorized intrusions 
into US commercial computer 
networks or cyber-enabled 
theft of  intellectual property, 
trade secrets, or confidential 
business information, and 

whether this conduct harms 
US companies or provides 
competitive advantages to Chi-
nese companies or commercial 
sectors.

In addition to these four 
types of  conduct, interested 
parties may submit for consid-
eration information on other 
acts, policies and practices of  
China relating to technology 
transfer, intellectual property, 
and innovation described in 
the President’s Memorandum 
that might be included in this 
investigation, and/or might be 
addressed through other appli-
cable mechanisms, Lighthizer 
said.

Barcelona, August 19 (PTI/AFP): Span-
ish police today released the names of three 
Moroccans suspected of deadly terror attacks 
and who were shot dead overnight by security 
forces in the seaside resort of Cambrils.

Catalonia’s regional police identified them 
as Moussa Oukabir, 17, Said Aallaa, 18, and 
Mohamed Hychami, 24. Police said they 
were searching for a fourth suspect, Younes 
Abouyaaqoub, aged 22.

Police yesterday stepped up their investi-
gation into the twin vehicle attacks in Spain 
that left 14 dead and over 100 more injured 
in a bustling tourist area of Barcelona and the 
nearby seaside resort of Cambrils.

The attacks claimed victims and wounded 
from three dozen countries.

Of the 12 people police suspect of involve-
ment in the attacks, five were shot dead by 
security forces in Cambrils and another four 
have been arrested, said Josep Lluis Trapero of  
Catalonia’s police during a television interview 
late Friday.

Police suspect two of them may have died 
in a blast at a house in Alcanar, about 200 kilo-
metres south of Barcelona, where the group 
is believed to have been preparing explosive 
devices.

Officers have found “the remains of two 
different people, we are working to prove that 
they are two of these three people who have 
been identified,” said Trapero.

Police have not yet identified who drove 
the white van that sped into crowds on the busy 
Las Ramblas avenue in central Barcelona, leav-
ing 13 people there dead, he added.

Earlier yesterday Trapero said the group 
was preparing “one or several attacks in Barce-
lona” with explosive devices but after the blast 
at the house in Alcanar they moved quickly to 
commit “more rudimentary” attacks.

Spain hunts suspect over Barcelona carnage

Sacked Bannon vows to ‘go 
to war’ for Trump agenda 

Pakistan’s ‘Mother Teresa’ laid to rest in Karachi

US formally initiates investigation of China

Police name three 
Moroccans suspected 
of Spain attacks
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I
n celebration of  ‘World 
Photography Day’ and in 
a bid to promote Naga-
land, Photography Club 
of  Dimapur converged 

at Le Bistro Dimapur to com-
memorate the day with the 
theme “Beautiful Nagaland” on 
Saturday.   

The Photography Club of  
Dimapur has organised its first 
photography contest in collabo-
ration with Nikon Experience 
Zone (Redefine) and the winners 
of  the contest were announced 
on Saturday with Apfükru Dolie 
winning the first prize and Ve-
hukho Tetso second prize. 

Ababe Ezung, a professional 
photographer and owner of  ‘The 
Portrait Studio’ addressing the 
shutterbugs as the guest of  hon-
our accounted his early days as 
a photography enthusiast in the 
mid 1990’s and having witnessed 
two generation of  photography, 
Ezung said technology has 

advanced beyond imagination. 
Along with technology, photog-
raphy has evolved, however with 
people misusing its purpose, 

asserted Ezung.
He heartened the shutterbugs 

on the honest earning one can 
have through photography pro-

fession and influenced the club 
to promote Naga culture beyond 
the state.  

Staff  Reporter 

S
onny Landham, 
best known for 
starring in hit 
action films such 
as “Predator” and 

“48 Hrs”, passed away at 
the age of 76.

The actor died from 
congestive heart failure on 
Thursday in Lexington, 
Kentucky, reported Variety.

Landham co-starred 
along with Arnold 
Schwarzenegger in the 
original “Predator” film, 
where he played Native 
American tracker Billy 
Sole. However, the actor 
did not appear in the film’s 
follow-ups.

He also appeared in 
director Walter Hill’s 1979 

street- gang thriller “The 
Warriors”. The duo re-
teamed for the 1982 action 
comedy “48 Hrs”, in which 
Landham was cast as the 
trigger-happy criminal Billy 
Bear.

Landham had mostly 
done action-packed roles 

in his mainstream movie 
career. He was a stunt-
man. His other film credits 
include “Firewalker”, “Ac-
tion Jackson” and “Lock 
Up”. Landham is survived 
by his son, William, and 
daughter, Priscilla.
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‘The Assassination of Gianni Versace’ to air in UK next year
“American Crime Story: The Assassination of Gianni Versace” has found its British 
home in channel BBC Two, which will air the second series of the franchise next 
year. The network earlier aired first American Crime Story, “The People vs OJ 
Simpson” last year. According to DigitalSpy, the show’s premiere date in the US is 
tentatively set for early 2018 and the UK release will follow soon. The upcoming 
“Versace” will be along the lines of the true crime book “Vulgar Favors”, which de-
tailed the manhunt for serial killer Andrew Cunanan after he murdered the famous 
designer on the steps of his own Miami mansion in 1997. The series features Edgar 
Ramirez as Gianni Versace, Penelope Cruz as Donatella Versace, Ricky Martin as 
Antonio D’Amico and Darren Criss as Andrew Cunanan. (PTI)

EM Images
Photography Club of Dimapur posing for the lens at Le Bistro Dimapur a er the celebra on of ‘World Photography Day’ on Saturday.

11 am 2 pm: Toilet (Hindi)

TICKET RATES
Silver Rs. 80
Gold Rs. 150

HILL STAR 
Movie Schedule

Hill Star is thrilled to announce its 
valued HillStarCinema fans that the 
hall is now live at BookMyShowIN 
You can now BUY tickets online! 

5 pm, 8 pm: Annabelle Creation (Eng) 2D

Dimapur shutterbugs commemorate 
‘World Photography Day’ 

“Predator’’ star Sonny Landham dead at 76

Happy 50th Birthday
Libemo Ngullie
May your special day be...... 
Surrounded with happiness 
Filled with laughter
Blessed with love
Remember with joy and
Enriched with hopes
May God bless you today and always...

From your loving Wife, children, 
granddaughter and in-laws
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Gabriel Paulista

Rafael Nadal

Gagan Narang

Bayern Munich’s striker Robert Lewandowski (C) and Leverkusen’s defender Benjamin Henrichs (R) vie for the ball during the 
German First division Bundesliga football match on Friday.
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Nadal returns to No. 1 with 
heavy heart over Barcelona

Video referee landmark as Bayern Munich claim opening win

Indonesia begins countdown 
to 2018 Asian Games

Narang focused on grassroots in 
search of Olympic shooting medals

Sania, Bopanna out 
of Cincinnati Masters

Berlin, August 19 (AFP): 
Rober t  Lewandowsk i 
converted a second-half  
penalty, awarded by a 
video assistant referee in-
tervention, as champions 
Bayern Munich opened 
the 2017/18 Bundesliga 
season with a 3-1 win 
over Bayer Leverkusen on 
Friday.

The video assistant 
referee is being trialled in 
the Bundesliga this season 
and came into play for 
the first time to spot that 
Lewandowski was fouled 
in the area in the second-
half.

The Polish striker du-
tifully slotted home the 
penalty to put Bayern 
3-0 up after new sign-
ings Germany defender 
Niklas Suele and France 
midfielder Corentin Tolis-
so scored with first-half  

headers.
Leverkusen deservedly 

pulled a goal back at 3-0 
down when Swiss striker 
Admir Mehmedi capped 
off  a bright passage of  
play with a fierce shot.

“That was a special 
day for me --  my first 
game for my new club 
and my first goal, that was 
nice,” said Suele.

Leverkusen’s Germa-
ny defender Jonathan Tah 
was left ruing his side’s 
poor first-half  display.

“We were asleep in the 
first half  and conceded 
stupid goals,” said Tah.

On a dramatic open-
ing night, the start of  the 
second half  was also de-
layed by 15 minutes as 
torrential rain swept the 
stadium.

Having won last sea-
son’s German league title 

-- their fifth in a row -- by 15 points, the thumping 
win in Munich suggests Bayern are in no mood 
to relax their iron-grip on the Bundesliga title.

The hosts were missing a host of  injured stars 
at Munich’s rain-lashed Allianz Arena includ-
ing new club captain Manuel Neuer, defender 

Jerome Boateng and new-signing 
James Rodriguez.

Nevertheless, it took just nine 
minutes for Bayern to go ahead.

Centre-back Suele nodded Se-
bastian Rudy’s free-kick past his 
Germany teammate, Leverkusen 
goalkeeper Bernd Leno.

Bayern doubled their lead 
when the club’s record signing 
Tolisso, who cost 41.5 million 
euros ($48.6m) from Lyon, head-
ed home on 18 minutes when Ar-
turo Vidal found him in the box.

Tolisso could have scored 
again soon after when he hit the 
post. Torrential rain then forced 
the start of  the second-half  to be 
delayed by 15 minutes.

The stadium briefly emptied 
in the break as supporters sought 
shelter before resuming their 
soaking wet seats.

Leverkusen’s  new coach 
Heiko Herrlich responded to his 
side’s woeful defending in the 
first half  with two changes for 

the second 45 minutes.
Ger many winger  Ju l ian 

Brandt replaced Jamaica’s Leon 
Bailey and defender Aleksandar 
Dragovic replaced new signing 
Sven Bender at centre-back.

It changed little and when 
Chile international Charles 
Aranguiz pulled Lewandowski 
to the floor as Bayern attacked, 
the VAR spotted the foul and the 
Polish striker converted the re-
sulting spot kick on 53 minutes.

Moments later, Neuer’s un-
derstudy Sven Ulreich proved his 
worth in the Bayern goal to deny 
Brandt, then Dominik Kohr in 
quick succession.

With an hour played, Bay-
ern’s stand-in captain Thomas 
Mueller made way for Arjen 
Robben.

Leverkusen showed heart 
when Brandt’s pass found Me-
hmedi unmarked on 65 minutes 
and the Swiss international slot-
ted home their consolation.

Slam champion, won his 
10th French Open title in 
June and enters the year’s 
final Grand Slam event, 
which starts August 28 in 
New York, thrilled at being 
back atop the rankings after 
knee injuries and setbacks 
since he was last number 
one back in July 2014. 
“Amazing, positive news,” 
Nadal said. “Being number 
one after all the things I’ve 
been going through the last 
couple of  years is some-
thing unbelievable, so for 
me it’s an amazing achieve-
ment to be back to that 
position. “I’m very happy 
for that and in the last most 
important event of the sea-
son, I need to show why I 
am in that position now.

“So I’m going to work 
hard to show myself  why 
I’m there. I’m going to try 
my best to play at the high-
est level possible in New 
York.”Nadal plans to rest 
through the weekend, then 
resume workouts for the 
final week before the Flush-
ing Meadows fortnight be-
gins. “I think I am practic-
ing well. I’m going to give 
my best during this week 
of practice,”  Nadal said. “I 
hope to be ready for New 
York.“I believe that I did 
things well enough during 
the whole year to be ready 
to compete at the highest 
level of  New York, so I’m 
looking forward to it.

Valencia (Spain), Au-
gust 19 (IANS): Brazilian 
central defender Gabriel 
Paulista has joined Valen-
cia for five seasons after 
the Spanish top division 
football club reached a 
transfer deal with Eng-
lish Premier League side 
Arsenal.

Under the terms of  
the deal, Gabriel will be 
with the La Liga club 
until June 30, 2022, and 
has a buyout clause of  
80 million euros ($93.99 
million), Valencia said on 
their website on Friday, 
reports Efe news agency. 
Neither club revealed any 
financial details about the 

London, August 19 (AFP): 
British athletics great Mo 
Farah will hope his final 
track race on home turf on 
Sunday will have a happier 
ending than last Saturday’s 
world 5,000 metres final.

The 34-year-old, who 
will compete in the 3,000 
metres at the Diamond 
League meeting in Birming-
ham, produced a coura-
geous performance just fall-
ing short of  overhauling 
Ethiopian Muktar Edris.

That defeat, his first 
since the 10,000m in the 
2011 world championships, 
ended a remarkable run 
of global titles in which he 
upset the Kenyan/Ethiopian 
hegemony in distance races 
and included achieving the 
5,000/10,000 double in suc-
cessive Olympics.

Farah, who came to 
England aged eight with his 
mother and two of his broth-
ers after a long trek from 
war-torn Somalia, is assured 
of  a warm reception from 

the spectators if  not from 
the press at whom he fired a 
blast after his 5,000m defeat.

His relations with large 
parts of  the British media 
have deteriorated over the 
years because of  his asso-
ciation with controversial 
coach Alberto Salazar.

The spectators, though, 
have largely given him the 
benefit of  the doubt and 
Farah admits Sunday’s race 
will have his emotions in 
turmoil.

“It’s definitely going to 
be emotional,” said Farah, 
who will make his final track 
appearance in the Zurich 
Diamond League meet next 
week.

“I’ve had a long career 
and to come here year after 
year, it’s been something 
special.

“But, at some point, 
anything we do in life must 
come to an end and this is 
it. I just have to take care 
of the race and respect my 
opposition. I have a job to 

do Sunday and to do well.”
Farah is intent on not let-

ting the occasion get to him 
and believes he is still in fine 
fettle despite his exertions in 
London at the world cham-
pionships.

“It’s important for me to 
go out with a win,” he said.

“I think people realise 
that it’s not as easy as me 
just turning up, you’ve got 
to be in the best shape. I’m 
in great shape and if I could 
come away with a win that 
would be great.”
- ‘Greatest distance athlete 

of all time’ -
Farah can also perhaps ex-
pect a surprise from UK 
Athletics after he has crossed 
the line judging from what 
their chief  executive Niels 
de Vos said.

“Mo Farah is thought by 
many commentators to be 
the greatest distance athlete 
of all time,” said de Vos.

“I could not agree more. 
We are planning to com-
memorate his final track 

race in the UK in style on 
Sunday in what will be one 
of the highlights of the sum-
mer.”

In truth the field lining 
up against Farah should not 
present any problems but 
other events on the card have 
a far more competitive edge.

None more so than the 
women’s 100 metres which 
sees Olympic champion 
Elaine Thompson try and 
restore some of  her lustre 
after flopping in the world 
final.

However, bitter rival 
Dafne Schippers, who fin-
ished in front of her in the 
100m as she took bronze 
and boosted by retaining her 
200m crown, will be intent 
on denting the Jamaican’s 
morale further.

Dual sprint world silver 
medalist Marie-Josee Ta 
Lou also lines up as does 
Australian great Sally Pear-
son, fresh from her remark-
able comeback to regain the 
100m hurdles world crown.

Ja k a r t a ,  A u g u s t  1 9 
(AFP): Indonesia on Fri-
day launched the one-year 
countdown to hosting 
the 2018 Asian Games 
with fireworks and a tra-
ditional dance as it sought 
to display to the region 
it was up to hosting the 
tournament. 

Thousands of  people 
packed around the nation-
al monument, or Monas, 
in central Jakarta to watch 
a light show and perform-
ances by musicians and 
entertainers. 

President Joko Wido-
do shot a bow and arrow 
to set off  laser lights and 
two digital clocks that will 
count down to the opening 
ceremony in exactly one 
year. Jakarta and Palem-
bang, on the island of  Su-
mastra, will host around 
10,000 athletes from 45 
countries, competing in 39 
sports from August 18 to 

September 2, 2018. 
Indonesia last hosted 

the Asian Games in 1962 
in Jakarta, and for many 
Indonesians the Games 
will be a chance to show-
case the country’s sport-
ing and economic success. 
But questions have been 
raised about how ready 
the country will be.

Indonesia has faced a 
race against time to pre-
pare for the 18th Asian 
Games  a f te r  or ig ina l 
hosts Vietnam withdrew 
in 2014 due to financial 
problems, meaning the 
country has only had four 
years to prepare instead 
of  the usual six. 

When the Olympic 
Council of  Asia (OCA) 
v i s i t e d  I n d o n e s i a  i n 
March,  i t  war ned the 
country i t  faced huge 
challenges, raising con-
cerns about a lack of  co-
ordination.

New Delhi, August 19 
(IANS): Former star shoot-
er Gagan Narang on Sat-
urday asserted that he is 
focussed on developing tal-
ent from the grassroot level 
through his foundation to 
help India maximise the 
shooting medal tally at the 
2020 Olympics.

“My vision is to get the 
maximum number of  Ol-
ympic medals in 2020 and 
beyond. Earlier we used to 
focus on the elite shooters. 
Now we are focusing on the 
grassroots so we are bridg-
ing the gap completely,” 
the 2012 London Olympic 
bronze medallist told IANS 
in an interview. 

The 34-year-old, who 
took bronze in the men’s 
10m air rifle event at the 
2012 Games, asserted that 
his Gagan Narang Sports 
Promotion Foundation has 
already started producing 
results with trainees Shreya 
Agrawal and para-shooter 
Swaroop Unhalkar bag-
ging a silver medal each 
at the recently concluded 

New Delhi, August 19 
(PTI): Rohan Bopanna and 
Sania Mirza bowed out of  
the Cincinnati Masters after 
losing their quarterfinal and 
semifinal with respective 
partners in the men’s and 
women’s doubles.

B o p a n n a  a n d  h i s 
Croatian partner Ivan Dodig 
lost 1-6 7-6 7-10 to second 
seeds Lukasz Kubot of Po-
land and Marcelo Melo in 
an enthralling three-setter 
quarterfinal that lasted one 
hour and 36 minutes. 

In the WTA event, being 
run simultaneously, Sania 
Mirza and Shuai Peng lost to 
Hsie Su-Wei of Taiwan and 

Moncia Niculescu of Roma-
nia 4-6 6-7 in the women’s 
doubles semifinal lasting one 
hour and 33 minutes. 

The Indo-Chinese duo 
were found wanting in the 
first set but made amends 
later on, forcing the sec-
ond set into a tiebreaker. 
However, Niculescu and 
Su-Wei were up to the task 
and did not allow the match 
to go to the decider. In the 
men’s singles, Ramkumar 
Ramanathan had lost in 
the second round while Le-
ander Paes and his partner 
Alexander Zverev had ex-
ited in the first round itself  
in the men’s doubles.

17th Kumar Surendra Singh 
(KSS) Memorial Shooting 
Championships. 

“As far as results are 
concerned we already have 
three shooters in the first 
year when we started in 
2011 we had won 103 in-
ternational medals so in 

that way legacy in there,” 
Narang said. 

The Chennai-born re-
vealed that apart from train-
ing the shooters, the acad-
emy will also be focused on 
guiding the trainers through 
the newly-introduced The 
Project Leap.

“We have three division 
of  coaches foreign, assist-
ant and regional. Initially 
the assistant coaches will 
be trained under the foreign 
coaches and later the as-
sistant coach will give les-
sons to the regional coaches 
through this programme,” 
Narang said. 

The former rifle shooter 
also mentioned the different 
parameters through which 
the shooters will be selected 
to train in the academy. 

“We are selecting 23 
kids in the programme 
based on different param-
eters, like neurocognitive, 
metacognitive, there has 
also been physical tests. 
Basically we select shoot-
ers who have qualified in 
nationals,” the former ace 
shooter said. 

“The initial training is 
for one year but it towards 
preparation of  2020, 2024 
Olympics if  they remain in 
the project, there will be a 
12 days camp which will 
be held five times a year” 
he added.

Oxen race 

Farmers takes part inw oxen race of Kalapoottu at Pullaloor in Kozhikode on Saturday.
PTI

Cincinnati, August 19 
(PTI/AFP): Spain’s Ra-
fael Nadal, who returns 
to the world number one 
ranking on Monday for 
the first time in three years, 
remains “destroyed” by the 
terror attacks that rocked 
his homeland.
Nadal was upset by Aus-
tralia’s Nick Kyrgios in a 
Friday quarter-final at the 
WTA and ATP Cincinnati 
Masters, the last major tune-
up for the US Open.

He wore black ribbons 
during an earlier match in 
tribute to the victims of  
twin vehicle ramming at-

tacks in Spain that left 14 
dead. A driver plowed his 
van through crowds on Bar-
celona’s busy Las Ramblas 
boulevard on Thursday, and 
early Friday a car struck 
pedestrians in the Catalan 
seaside resort of Cambrils.

“What happened is 
terrible. Everybody is de-
stroyed in Spain, including, 
of course, me,” Nadal said 
Friday. “Yeah, it’s a tragedy, 
the feeling that you are not 
safe in nowhere.

That’s terrible. So just 
very sad.

“I’m very, very sorry 
about what happened to all 

the victims, all the families, 
friends. Yeah, all my sup-
port. It’s the moment to be 
together like a country and 
all the being together, we go 
for these kind of things.”

Spanish rival Albert 
Ramos-Vinolas and Wim-
bledon women’s champion 
Garbine Muguruza also 
wore black ribbons.

“All my support to Bar-
celona and especially to the 
people that are suffering a 
lot, for all the families of  
the victims,” Nadal said. 
“Just keep going and sorry 
for everything.”

Nadal, a 15-time Grand 

Gabriel Paulista  joins Valencia from Arsenal

Mo Farah bids to give British fans memorable farewell

deal, but the La Liga side 
reportedly paid a transfer 
fee of  around 12 million 
euros ($14.11 million). 
Gabriel made 64 appear-
ances for Arsenal after 
joining the English club in 
January 2015 from anoth-
er La Liga club, Villarreal.

The 26-year-old Gabri-
el arrived in Valencia on 
Thursday  and passed 
medical examinations be-
fore signing the contract.

“We would l ike  to 
thank Gabriel for his con-
tribution to the club and 
to wish him well for his 
return to La Liga with 
Valencia,” Arsenal said on 
their website.



Fireworks explode at the start of the opening ceremony for the Southeast Asian Games at Bukit Jalil 
stadium in Kuala Lumpur, on Saturday.

The organisers during the press briefing at the Conference Hall in Unity College, Dimapur on Saturday.
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KOHIMA FOOTBALL LEAGUE 

Khrieneituo’s brace fires league leaders Khriekesa FC to victory

Football coaching 
in Karbi Anglong

Flying tiger, gold suits feature in SEA Games opening ceremony

Case Premier League 
Season 2 from Sept 16

BFI to host AIBA 
2-star course

Khuniho Memorial 
U-17 football trophy

Chelsea need time to fight in Champions League, says Conte

Lukaku on mark as Man 
United score four again

EM Images

Our Correspondent
Ko h i m a ,  A u g u s t  1 9 
( E M N ) :  K h r i e n e i t u o 
Kezieo scored two stun-
ning goals as he led league 
leaders Khriekesa to 4-1 
victory over Forerunners' 
FC at the ongoing Kohima 
Football League on Sat-
urday.

Khriekesa FC scored 
two quick goals in 20 min-
utes time through Khri-
eneituo Kezieo in the first 
half  and Kekhriengulie 
Usou’s goal and late strike 
from Petivozo Kezie-o in 
the second half  sealed the 
victory over Forerunners’ 
FC.

During the match, 
Khrieneituo opened the 
account for Khriekesa in 
the 7th minute with a stun-
ning free kick outside the 
D-box area and he scored 
again as he mastered a free 
kick again into the back of  
the net in the 20th minute.

In the second half, 
Khriekesa didn't stop but 
started the counter-attack 
again and Kekhriengulie 
Usou scored the third goal 
in the 59th minute as he 
headed the ball into the net 
through a corner kick to 
give the deserving lead.

Forerunners’ FC failed 
to breach the defensive 
line until Akum scored 
a consolation goal in the 
68th minute but Petivozo 
Kezie-o with his brilliance 
added his fourth goal in the 
tournament as he scored 
the fourth goal in 87th min-
ute for Khriekesa to finish 
the game.

With the win, Khrieke-
sa FC remained on top of  
the league with 10 points 
(three wins and a draw) 
from 4 matches, and Fore-
runners' FC slipped to the 
bottom of the league with 2 
points (two draws and two 
losses) from 4 matches.

Dimapur,  August  19 
(EMN): With an aim to 
promote sports culture in 
the district and to dig out 
the hidden talents of  the 
hill’s young football lovers, 
the Karbi Anglong District 
Sport Office (DSO) will 
be organising free football 
coaching for children age 

between 13-17 years from 
August 22 at Japralangso 
football playground under 
Suprupathar constituency. 
Interested children can 
therefore join the free foot-
ball coaching. This was 
informed by District Sport 
office (DSO) officer, Rilip 
Ronghang in a press note.

Dimapur,  August  19 
(EMN): The 111 Bn BSF 
in a press note informed 
that it will be organising the 
Khuniho Memorial U-17 
running football tourna-
ment at Chozuba under 
Phek district from August 
28 to September 1 in memo-
ry of the martyrs of CI Post 

Laniye Bridge.
The tournament also 

aims to provide a platform 
for the budding talents of  
the region. Altogether eight 
teams are participating in 
the tournament. The win-
ners, runners up and third 
placed teams will be award-
ed cash prizes and medals.

L o n d o n ,  A u g u s t  1 9 
(IANS): Chelsea coach 
Antonio Conte reckoned 
that the English Premier 
League (EPL) title hold-
ers will need time to be 
competitive in European 
Champions League foot-
ball.
   Chelsea will play in the 
Champions League after a 
gap of  one season as they 
had failed to qualify for the 
2016-17 campaign having 
finished the 2015-16 EPL 
season in the 10th position.

"I think we need time. 

We need time. Yeah, may-
be. Maybe. To arrive and 
try to fight for Champions 
League, to try to fight to 
be the best in the world, 
you need time," Conte was 
quoted as saying by the 
Independent on Friday. 
The Italian, who still has 
two years of  contract left 
to serve with the London 
club, admitted he can ex-
tend his contract if  the club 
matches the vision he has.

"But I have still two 
years. This season and next 
season to work with this 

club. Then if  we stay very 
well and we have the same 
vision, we continue. I don't 
see any problems about the 
future. Now we have two 
years left, but if  we have 
the same vision we can 
continue to work together," 
the 48-year-old said. 

The former Juventus 
and Italy chief  coach felt 
that the London club needs 
to stay together and im-
provise after starting the 
2017-18 EPL campaign on 
a 2-3 losing note against 
Burnley F.C.

"To fight to win the 
title, to try to win. Last 
season we did a fantastic 
job because there wasn't 
this foundation or basis. 
Last season we started to 
build this foundation and 
we won. So it means we 
built something. But now 
it's not enough, so we have 
to improve, to extend this 
basis, work together with 
new players," Conte said.

Chelsea will clash with 
Tottenham Hotspur on 
Sunday in the London 
derby.

New Delhi, August 19 
(PTI): The Boxing Federa-
tion of  India will host the 
International Boxing As-
sociation's (AIBA) 2-star 
coaches course at the na-
tional academy in Rohtak 
next month. This course 
will be conducted with the 
assistance from the Asian 
Boxing Confederation 
(ASBC). The participants 
will arrive in India on Sep-
tember 19, and undergo the 
course from September 20 
to 26 before departing on 
September 27, the ASBC 
said in a statement. The 
course fee has been put at 
USD 150 per participant. 
Coaches, who have already 
received an AIBA 1-Star 
Coach Certificate, are eli-
gible to take part in the 
course. 

Kuala Lumpur, August 19 
(AFP): A flying tiger, shiny 
gold suits and a parade of  
marching bands took centre 
stage as the Southeast Asian 
Games opened in a glit-
tering ceremony in Kuala 
Lumpur on Saturday.

More than 4,000 ath-
letes from 11 nations strode 
into the Malaysian cap-
ital's newly refurbished, 
87,000-capacity Bukit Jalil 
stadium, which was sold 
out for the vibrant show.

Torrential rain early on 
failed to dampen enthu-
siasm as the hosts put on 
an entertaining spectacle 
before Malaysia's king, Sul-
tan Muhammad V, formal-
ly opened the two-week 
Games. About 4,200 ath-
letes are competing for 404 
gold medals in sports rang-
ing from boxing and eques-
trianism to petanque, speed 
skating and lawn bowls at 
the popular and unique 
SEA Games.

Games mascot Rimau, 
a fluffy Malayan tiger, flew 

Dimapur,  August  19 
(EMN): The Second Edi-
tion of  the Case Premier 
League – an unregistered 
football league for non pro-
fessionals above 30 years – 
will start on September 16. 
This was announced during 
a press briefing at the Con-
ference Hall in Unity Col-
lege, Dimapur on Saturday.

Having garnered a lot 
of interests from individuals 
and groups alike following 
the inaugural edition, the 
organisers informed that it 
is opening up slots for three 
more teams to participate in 
the second edition.

In this regard, the organ-
isers issued an open invite 
to interested teams willing 
to participate in the league. 
A limited number of forms 
will be made available and 
interested teams have been 
asked to collect the forms 
from Unity College. 

The last date for submis-
sion of  forms along with 
list of players is August 26. 
Teams will need to pro-
vide Identity Cards of  the 
players (Driving license/
PAN Card/Aadhaar Card/
HSLC certificate showing 
proof  of  age) along with 
two passport-sized photo-
graphs. Players above the 
age of  30 should be born 
on or before December 31, 
1987. 

Interestingly though, 
the league allows for two 
under-30 players from each 
team to be part of a match-
day squad but even these 
players have to be above the 
age of 25 (born on or before 
December 31, 1992). Teams 
can have a maximum squad 
of  30 players with four 
under-30 players. For fur-
ther information contact: 
9402489728 / 9862563957 
/ 8575206279.

No active professional 
footballers will be allowed, 
Nchum Ovung, Member, 
Organising Committee, 
informed while adding that 
the player list of each team 
would be scrutinised by the 
technical team. Following 
the scrutiny, the selected 
teams will have to pay Rs. 
7000 as registration fee for 
the league. Although meant 
for non-professionals, teams 
will however compete under 
regulations and guidelines 
at par with FIFA rules with 
certified referees, linesmen 
and match commissioners 
officiating in the matches.

While the prize money 
for the tournament was not 
announced, member of the 
Organising Committee, 
Jamong Ao stressed that 
they did not want to “com-
mercialise” the league but 
added that there would defi-
nitely be “attractive prizes”.

The inaugural edition 
of the Case Premier League 
was held earlier this year 
from February to April un-
der the theme “Beyond 
Friendship, Beyond Fitness 
and Beyond Football”.

“What started out as 
a friendly fixture between 
friends for leisure and fit-
ness has now given way to 
a more competitive spirit 
amongst friends as more 
people joined in,” a hand-
out from the organisers 
read. 

“We have also gone on 
to play an exhibition match 
with the Morning Pre-
mier League in Kohima,” 
Rovikotuo Yhoshu, Conve-
nor of the Organising Com-
mittee said while expressing 
hope that the Case Premier 
League could, in future, 
possibly play against other 
leagues in Kohima and 
even elsewhere. Five teams 
competed in the first edi-
tion viz., Case FC, Nizams 
FC, STAFAC Patkai, Team 
HHH and Trinity Sporting. 
The two-month long league 
went down to the wire as 
Trinity Sporting emerged 
champions edging Team 
HHH on points.

Area Manager of  Case 
Constructions, Pankaj Ba-
ruah and Sales Executive 
Ako Zhotso were also pres-
ent at the press conference.

London, August 19 (AFP): 
Manchester United main-
tained their dream Pre-
mier League start as goals 
from Eric Bailly, Romelu 
Lukaku, Paul Pogba and 
Anthony Martial secured a 
4-0 victory at Swansea City 
on Saturday.

Having put West Ham 
United to the sword with 
another 4-0 win in their 
opening game of  the new 
campaign, United looked 
like being made to settle 
for a narrower scoreline for 
much of  the game in South 
Wales.

But  af ter  they had 
claimed the lead at the 
end of  a tight first half  
through Bailly's first goal 
for the club, they netted 
three times in a stylish five-
minute spell late in the 
game to give the scoreline 
an emphatic look.

It meant maximum 
points, eight goals and two 
clean sheets in their open-
ing two games for Jose 
Mourinho's side.

S wa n s e a  we r e  a g -
grieved that Pogba re-
mained on the field to score 

after escaping a second 
yellow card for a foul on 
Martin Olsson late in the 
first half.

But  manager  Pau l 
Clement saw his side im-
plode worryingly once 
Lukaku bagged United's 
second goal and his third in 
two games for his new club 
10 minutes from full-time.

There was a scare for 
United in the third minute 
as Jordan Ayew burst for-
wards for Swansea, cut in 
from the left and mishit a 
cross that grazed the visi-
tors' crossbar.

Mourinho's men broke 
almost immediately when 
Lukaku seized on an errant 
pass and raced towards 
goal, but his initial shot was 
blocked and his follow-up 
effort curled wide.

The woodwork then 
came to Swansea's rescue 
as the lively opening con-
tinued with Juan Mata's 
free-kick from the right 
headed against the crossbar 
by Phil Jones.

United's frustration 
was highlighted on the 
half-hour when Marcus 

Rashford sent an ambitious 
long-range effort straight at 
home goalkeeper Lukasz 
Fabianski.

- Mkhitaryan finds gaps -
Pogba was walking a 

tightrope when, moments 
after being booked for a 
cynical foul on Tom Car-
roll, he tripped Olsson and 
received what appeared to 
be a final warning from 
referee Jon Moss.

The visitors ought to 
have led nine minutes 
before the interval when 
Swansea failed to clear a 
simple high ball.

Rashford collected it 
and raced clear, but sent 
a tame effort straight at 
Fabianksi.

United finally claimed 
the lead on the stroke of  
half-time as a corner from 
the left was headed by 
Pogba and forced onto the 
crossbar by Fabianski, with 
Bailly reacting quickest to 
poke home the rebound.

After a low-key open-
ing to the second half, 
Rashford cut in from the 
left and tried his luck with 

a right-foot effort but Fabi-
anski gathered the ball after 
an initial fumble.

S w a n s e a  p r e s s e d 
through the lively Ayew 
and one run from the Gha-
naian allowed Leroy Fer a 
shooting chance, only for 
him to lift his effort well 
over the bar.

Ta m m y  A b r a h a m 
should then have tested 
United goalkeeper David 
de Gea, but he headed 
wide from a decent cross 
by Olsson.

Lukaku doubled Unit-
ed's lead on 80 minutes 
when he finished coolly 
after a neat pass from Hen-
rikh Mkhitaryan.

That was the signal for 
Swansea's defence to go 
missing as Mkhitaryan fed 
Pogba, who beat Fabianksi 
with a neat chip on 82 min-
utes to make it 3-0.

Substitute Martial then 
collected a Pogba pass and 
weaved his way through a 
static home defence on 84 
minutes to complete the 
scoring with a neat fin-
ish into the bottom-right 
corner.

Ziekezou SC wins
In the second match, 

Ziekezou SC defeated 
United 16 FC 3-0 to secure 
three important points in 
the league. Ziekezou SC 
now has 6 points with two 
losses and two wins in the 
Kohima Football League.

In the match, Ziekezou 
SC team dominated the 
game as Kekhrieletuo Tsira 
and H.Tingnek Konyak 
combined together to set 
up the game play for the 
team. While United 16 FC 
team lacked the leadership 

quality and failed to create 
many chances throughout 
the match.

Ziekezou SC opened 
the account in the 12th 
minute through Kenein-
guze Pienyu. The defend-
ers were a fault as they 
failed to clear the ball and 
Keneinguze seized the 
opportunity to score the 
first goal as his teammates 
passed a through ball for 
him to convert.

Ating Konyak found 
the net in the 33rd minute 
as he tapped the ball into 

the empty net after Kenei-
nguze's shot was deflected 
by the goalkeeper.

United 16 FC showed 
no signs of  improvement 
in the second half, and sub-
stitute Kekhriesetuo Khro 
finished the game in the 
extra time to make it 3-0 at 
the end of  the final whistle.

Khakevi Assumi of  
Ziekezou SC was cau-
tioned with a yellow card 
during the match.

Myingthungo Mozhoi, 
class 1 contractor was the 
match patron for the day.

into the stadium on a wire, 
after LED-lit pedal cars 
and flag-wavers wearing 
glittering gold suits had 
entertained the crowd.

Fans watched video 

messages from Malaysia's 
badminton and squash stars 
Lee Chong Wei and Nicol 
David, who are busy with 
world championships com-
mitments, and cheered the 

succession of  marching 
bands.

The  b ienn ia l  SEA 
Games,  fo r mer ly  the 
Southeast Asian Peninsula 
Games, have been running 

since 1959, when the region 
was still emerging from its 
long era of colonialism.

Malaysia, who have 
given the 29th edition the 
tagline "Rising Together", 
are aiming to top the med-
als table for only the second 
time by matching the 111 
golds they won on home 
soil in 2001.

Ahead of  the opening 
ceremony, they have al-
ready made a strong start 
with seven golds to lead the 
table ahead of  Singapore 
and Thailand, who both 
have three.

The Games  re ta in 
a distinctly regional fla-
vour, with Olympic sports 
like swimming and ath-
letics contested alongside 
Asian favourites such as 
pencak silat, sepak takraw 
and wushu.They are a big 
source of national pride in 
the fast-growing region of  
about 650 million people, 
which all too often finds it-
self  outclassed on the world 
sporting stage.


