
Members of the NPF Central Women Wing with Chief Minister TR Zeliang after the meeting in the latter's office at Civil Secretariat, 
Kohima on Thursday.

Volunteers from nearby villages at the construction site of the suspension bridge over Chathe River on Thursday.

WWW.easternmirrornagaland.com

Mirror Takes

~ Arien
Make hay while the sun 

shines is an outdated 
proverb, now it is "make 

roads when it rains"

If we have no peace,  
it is because we have 

forgotten that we belong 
to each other. 

~ Mother Teresa
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Zeliangrong organisations 
appeal nscn(im) and ZUF

to exercise restraint and desists from 
confrontation to restore peace and 
normalcy in the Zeliangrong region.

The appeal was resolved during 
a meeting of the Zeliangrong Baudi 
(AMN) Zeliangrong Baudi(N) Zeli-
angrong Mipui Organization, Zeli-
angrong Youth Front, Zeliangrong 
Students’ Union Nagaland, Zeliang 
People Organization and all subordi-
nate bodies today at Jalukie in Peren 
district  as stated in a press release 
from joint meeting.

 "While the people expresses 
their strong support to the progres-
sive Indo-Naga political talks and 
anticipating for early political solu-
tion honourable and acceptable to 
the Naga people, the NSCN cadres 
and ZUF should maintain utmost 
restraint from creating unfavorable 
atmosphere at this crucial juncture," 
stated the press release.

The meeting also condemned the 
"cold blooded murder" of one Elime-
lech Gangmei on August 13 at Nam-
dailong (Jiribam) allegedly by cadres 
of NSCN (IM) "Zeilad Region".

It stated that the current "confron-
tational scenario" must be stopped in-
stantly and the matter should be "po-
litically" sorted out amicably. 

It also stated that "violence and 
killing is not the option for any solu-
tion" rather it "breeds and begets re-
ciprocally".

"Therefore, this joint consultation 
resolved to appeal both the groups to 
maintained needful understanding 
and exercise utmost restraint from 
confronting each other thereby peace 
and normalcy is restored", it stated. 

In the meeting the members 
present also expressed deep concern 
on the plight of the people and their 
land. 

After taking stock of the state of  
the people at present and their future 
the meeting also iterated the stand of  
the Zeliangrong people to " defend 
and safeguard the people and the 
land in all fronts".
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NPF tussle: Zeliang and Rio clip wings of Liezietsu NpF legislators take stock of 
threats issued by NpF youth

CNTC appeals NHIDCL 
for good quality roads

ACAUT fires rejoinder not satisfied with reply

The long ride to the learning centres beyond River Chathe
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rhythm of Love: In conversation 
with Sarlongki Beh | P10

Minority Wing and Central Women Wing shift allegiance

Suarez in injury scare ahead 
of World Cup qualifiers |  P12

President of  NPF Dimapur Di-
vision Minority; Raju Pradhan, 
President of  NPF Dimapur III 
A/C Minority while the NPF 
Central Women Wing compris-
ing of  8 NPF Women represent-

atives was led by its president 
Atsole Wazah and Convenor of  
NPF Legal Cell, Liangsi.

While interacting with the 
NPF representatives after at his 
official chamber at Civil Sec-

retariat, Zeliang expressed his 
gratefulness stating that their 
support "during this crucial pe-
riod" was highly appreciated. 

Zeliang also reiterated that 
the voice of  the majority always 

Workers safety paramount, move 
to a culture of prevention: Prez | P8

prevails in a democracy and ex-
pressed his gratefulness that it 
was the voice of  the majority 
MLAs that had made him the 
chief  minister.

The chief  minister also stated 
his displeasure on the "altera-
tion of  the NPF Constitution".  
He said that it was not within 
the power of  any individual to 
make changes, without the prior 
approval of  the "Central Execu-
tive Council (CEC) at a General 
Party Convention". 

"Changing the Constitution 
of  the NPF Party and creating 
law and order problem after be-
ing politically and legally de-
feated is uncalled for", he further 
stated.

The chief  minister also called 
upon all the rank and file of  the 
NPF party to "uphold the true 
spirit of  the Party", and he also 
expressed confidence that the 
NPF party would soon be re-
stored back to its "deserving posi-
tion as aspired by the majority."

Dimapur, August 17 
(EMN): The NPF legisla-
tors led by the Chief Min-
ister TR Zeliang today after 
taking stock of the various 
threats issued in the name 
of NPF youth wing of 10 
Northern Angami-1 A/C 
to members of the public, 
officials and party workers, 
has made an appeal  to the 
public to remain calm and 
maintain peace and tran-
quillity while assuring that 
the government will provide 
security to one and all.

"While we condemn 
those ugly and insane in-
cidents, we would like to 
boldly underline the sim-
ple and hard fact that, the 
present imbroglio is within 
the NPF Party and that it 
should not be personalized 
rather the matter be left with 
the ECI for the final verdict 
or for any outcome.

The NPF Led DAN 
Government is here to pro-
vide security to one and all. 
Therefore, we would like to 
appeal to the general public 
not to panic, but to remain 
calm and maintain peace 
and tranquillity during this 
unfortunate and trying 
times," stated the press re-
lease from the legislators. 

It stated that the ongo-
ing leadership dispute in the 
NPF party is "purely" an in-
ternal affair of the party. 

That the issue has been 
noted by the Election Com-
mission of India and it 
will give a judgement  and 
"handover" the party sym-
bol and properties to the 
"rightful and legal owner". 

While recounting the 
incidences of threats, the 
press release stated that  on 
August 13, "a mob number-
ing around 100 youths led 
by NPF youths of the 10th  
N.A-I A/C"  served an ul-
timatum at the temporary 
office of the NPF at Lega-
cy Complex,  Bayavü Hill 
Kohima, to remove all the 
party flags and close down 
the office on or before Au-
gust 13. 

It further alleged that 
on the same day a group of  
unidentified youths came 

to the house of Shilumar, 
Press Secretary NPF to 
discuss about the statement 
issued by him on behalf of  
the NPF Party. 

Thereafter on Au-
gust 15,the NPF Youths 
of 10 NA-I A/C directed 
Ruokuotuolie Mere; Mr. 
Kuovisieo Rio; Mhalelie 
Rio; and Peter Kuotsu to 
present at their office for ex-
planation and to declare the 
new Kohima Division  NPF 
Youth wing office bearers 
on August 16. 

"While serving the ul-
timatum to the four law 
abiding citizens, those 
youths cautioned them not 
to take the Ultimatum let-
ter lightly because they had 
started the 'search and find 
actions.' Over and above 
this, some of the 10th NA-I 
A/C youths had gone to 
the Assembly Secretariat 
and warned some of the of-
ficials, which is uncalled for 
as stated above," the press 
release further stated. 

Again on August 15, 
the legislators alleged that 
a group of youths from the 
same Assembly constituen-
cy went to the house of  one 
Kechangulie Kense, Secre-
tary of Bayavü Panchayat 
and "served a caution to 
him through his wife in his 
absence". 

They stated that such 
a practice is unethical and 
against our "Naga tradition 
and customs".

The legislators therefore 
condemned such "ugly and 
insane incidents" and si-
multaneously stated that in 
the event of any "untoward 
incidents towards these Of-
ficials and persons, the NPF 
10th NA-I A/C Youth Wing 
shall be held responsible".

The press release was 
appended by T.R Ze-
liang; Noke Wangnao; G. 
Kaito Ayeh; Y. Patton; S. 
Tokheho Yepthomi; Im-
kong L. Imchen; S. Pangyu 
Phom; C.M. Chang; Kipili 
Sangtam; Dr. Nicky Kire; 
Nuklutoshi; Neiba Kronu; 
Zhaleo Rio; Merentoshi R. 
Jamir; and Y. M. Yollow 
Konyak. 

Dimapur, August 17 
(EMN): The Central Na-
galand Tribes Council  has 
today demanded the Na-
tional Highway Infrastruc-
ture Development Limited 
to provide quality works 
on the ongoing works in 
the state and also warned 
that no compromise will 
be made by the council on 
the workmanship. 

The demand was made 
during a meeting of  the 
CNTC with NHIDCL au-
thorities at  the latter's of-
fice in Dimapur, stated a 
press release from the me-
dia cell of  the CNTC.

It also stated that, the 
CNTC supported the de-
mand made to the Chief  
Engineer (NH), NPWD by 
the Lotha Hoho in furnish-
ing the details of  the DPR 
and copies of  the sanction 
order and work orders. 

The CNTC appealed 
to  NHIDCL not to sublet 
works to local contractors 
on the Wokha- Merapani 
NH/789  as it is the pub-
lic who are always at the 
receiving end for "failing 

to adhere to the guidelines 
and specifications laid by 
some unscrupulous con-
tractors."

The NHDICL also 
agreed to the demands of  
the CNTC. 

"NHIDLC assured to 
provide the best quality 
works and informed the 
CNTC they will never fail 
the people of  Nagaland," 
stated the press release. 

The NHDICl also as-
sured that the four lane 
road between Kushiabil 
and Patkai will be com-
pleted within the stipulat-
ed time. 

The CNTC further as-
serted that no organisa-
tions,  "overground or un-
derground" should disturb 
any ongoing developmen-
tal works in the state so 
that it will not "hamper the 
progress and prosperity of  
the state and its people".

It also assured to pro-
vide "all out support" for 
NHIDCL to check on any 
"elements which are anti-
development and anti-
people". 

 Henlly Phom
The next time you choose to 
whine about taking public 
transport to school, college or 
workplace along the potholed 
road in the scorching weather 
of  Dimapur, you may perhaps 
want to put yourself  in the 
shoes of  the students, teachers 
and staff  of  the institutions be-
yond Chathe River. They have 
face more than an hour's time 
of  travel by taking the Patkai-
Seithekima route  to reach their 
centres of  education after their 
usual route was cut off  with the 
collapse of  the bridge on the 
river at 4th Mile Dimapur on 
July 11, 2017. 

Most parents say it is unset-
tling to see their children travel 
such a long distance daily 
while it is disheartening  for the 
administration and teachers to 
see the students reach exhaust-
ed and not enthusiastic after 
the long ride.    

It was only recently that the 
parents and administration of  
Hope Academy Dimapur took 
upon themselves to repair the 
road from Patkai area to Aoy-
im village for the convenience 
of  students around the area 
that includes Great Commis-
sion Kids academy, Highland 
Hall School Dimapur, Hope 
Academy, C-Edge College, Vi-
sion Home Higher Secondary 
School, Bethel Baptist school, 
Government Middle School 
and Government High School. 
Students adjust to new reality 

The academic head of  
Hope Academy Dimapur Wa-
pangmeren Ozüküm said stu-
dents are adjusting to the new 
reality as the school has made 
an adjustment with the school 
timings and fortunate enough 
for the school to having two 
campuses; the school is split 
into two wherein those from 
the town areas are accommo-

Dimapur, August 17 
(EMN): The ACAUT not 
satisfied with the reply by 
the finance department that 
was published in some local 
papers to its allegation to-
day gave another rejoinder 
stating that the reply was 
an eyewash and demanded 
the department to provide  
proof that the money was 
not withdrawn based on the 
first 'drawal authority'.

"According to the OSD, 
Finance, the first drawal 
authority letter dated 17th 
April valid upto 20th April 
2017 lapsed due to which 
Rs. 2854.97 lakhs could 
not be drawn thus neces-
sitating the issuance of an-
other drawal letter of the 
same amount, dated May, 
2017. Be it as it may be 
the ACAUT demands that 
the OSD produce evidence 
that indeed no money 
was drawn in the first in-
stance. Without producing 
evidence in his defence, the 
OSD should not be com-
menting in public. There-
fore, only an independent 
inquiry committee should 

be able to get to bottom of  
the matter," stated the press 
rejoinder from ACAUT. 

Replying to the allega-
tions of ACAUT that there 
was enough evidence that 
a total of Rupees 57.09 
crores was  withdrawn just 
for the construction of a 
single bridge between Tizit 
and Mon, the OSD finance 
had clarified earlier that the 
second 'drawal authority' is-
sued as the first one lapsed.

The ACAUT however 
also did not provide any ev-
idence that the money was 
in fact withdrawn in both 
the cases although there is 
enough room for doubt on 
the issuance of two 'drawal 
authority' orders by the fi-
nance department.  

It also rubbished the 
claim of the finance depart-
ment on the use of the term 
'Non-Developmental' as 
head of expenditure for non 
plan. 

"As stated in our earlier 
press release, the two draw-
als authority  totalling Rs. 
57 Cr 9 lakhs were drawn 
under Non-Developmental 

Dimapur, August 17 (EMN): 
The NPF party led by the Chief  
Minister TR Zeliang and their re-
cently elected president Neiphiu 
Rio today clipped the wings of  
the opponent camp led by Dr. 
Shurhozelie Liezietsu when two 
sections of  the party organisa-
tion pledged their support to the 
government led by TR Zeliang 
and the NPF party led by Rio.

"Chief  Minister, TR Zeliang 
today welcomed the initiative of  
NPF Minority Wing and NPF 
Central Women Wing in ex-
tending their full support to the 
present Government under the 
leadership of  TR Zeliang and 
the NPF Party under the leader-
ship of  Neiphiu Rio," stated a 
press release from media cell of  
the chief  minister. 

The press release stated that 
the NPF Minority Wing com-
prising of  25 NPF representa-
tives was led by Mohendro Tha-
osen, Working President of  NPF 
Central Minority; Suresh Paira, 

Appeals for calm till issue is resolved by ECI

Demands independent inquiry heads; whereas in one of  
the drawals for construc-
tion of a bridge under E.E. 
Dimapur Division dated 
recently, that is, 3rd May 
2017, amounting to Rs. 
2447.17 lakhs, it was issued 
under State Plan. 

Further, the Rs 12.52 
Crore drawn on October 20, 
2016, for construction of a 
bridge on Mon-Tizit road 
over River Tikang, was too 
under Non-Plan. 

So, if  there is a deci-
sion of the Central govern-
ment to do away with the 
traditional classification of  
expenditure into State Plan 
and Non Plan as stated by 
the Finance Department, 
why was it classified as 
State Plan and Non-Plan in 
the above mentioned draw-
als? 

This is nothing but 
heights of falsehood and 
deception.

The Finance Depart-
ment also did not specify 
whether the Non-Devel-
opmental funding is under 
NEC, NLCPR, or under ad-
ditional grant as should be 
the case,"  stated ACAUT.

On the withdrawal of  

Rs. 2854.97 lakhs that was 
issued in favour of EE PWD 
(R&B) South Division, Ko-
hima and later transferred 
to Mon the ACAUT ques-
tioned why such a "long 
circuitous route" was taken 
when it could have been in 
favour of the counterpart at 
Mon. 

"The OSD, Finance 
Department, should be 
careful about the masters 
he serves because the gen-
eral public understands too 
well that the other name of  
the Finance Department 
has steadily evolved from 
'5% Commission Depart-
ment' to now '30% Com-
mission Department.' With 
elections fast approaching, 
the Naga people will not 
be surprised if  the name 
is again changed to '50% 
Commission Department'," 
it stated. 

It also stated that the 
PWD is yet to answer about 
the so-called 'Improvement 
of City Tower to DC Court 
Junction' project work 
amounting to Rs 20 Crore 
when the "stunning reality 
is that there is no road in 
this stretch".

Dimapur, August 17 
(EMN): A group of Zelian-
grong organisations have on 
Thursday appealed to the 
ZUF and the NSCN(IM) 

dated at the River Belt colony 
campus and those beyond 
Purana Bazar area are accom-
modated at the Naga United 
Village campus.  

The academy which has 
around 800 students has 
changed the school timings with 
two shifts in the old campus for 
the convenience of both the stu-
dents and the faculty. In the new 
campus the school timing is from 
9.30 am to 1.30 pm and for the 
old campus, the first shift starts 
from 8.30 am to 12.30 pm and 
the second shift from 12.30 pm 
to 4 pm detailed Ozüküm while 
lamenting ‘the road to school is 
so near yet so far’. 

The challenge is double 
for the teachers as they have 
to make the students comfort-
able after an exhausting long 
ride and to start with their les-
sons to the already tired stu-
dents.  Their only concern was 
of  learning being held back 
because it's like a gamble be-

ing undertaken to manage time 
with current schedules. 

A lecturer of  C-Edge Col-
lege who used to have an easy 
ride to the college till the day 
the bridge collapsed now goes 
through a harrowing time dai-
ly. He is forced to change trans-
portation thrice to reach the 
college which is also increasing 
his expenses. 

It is a tasking time for 
the faculty too as they spend 
around two hours on the most-
ly bumpy road to reach the col-
lege and be ready to teach and 
mentor. 

Then another two hours 
ride while  returning home.

However, even with all the 
inconveniences the teachers 
acknowledged that the turnout 
of  the students are encouraging 
in spite of  the prevailing condi-
tions.      

The students of  C-Edge 
College, in unison, talking 
about their daily  travels to 

reach the college said although 
they have an exhausting time, 
it is all the more a learning 
experience for them on facing 
the harsh realities and helping 
them to be more mature.  Set-
ting aside their inconveniences, 
the college students were more 
concerned with the school chil-
dren who have to bear the brunt 
of  the long exhausting ride to 
the schools. 

With no sign of  any Bai-
ley bridge work in progress 
even after state Chief  Minister 
T.R.Zeliang’s direction to com-
plete the Bailey bridge within 
two months, Principal of  C-
Edge College Dr. Chubatola 
Aier lamented that for a new 
concrete bridge it will take a 
minimum two years even with 
sincere efforts.  On this note, 
Dr. Aier questioned the will of  
the state leaders while remark-
ing how far the students, teach-
ers and the community at large 
compromise at the cost of  their 

education.   
Dr. Aier also said that prior 

to the collapse of  the bridge 
over Chathe River, two peti-
tions were submitted to the 
district administration and the 
PWD (R&B) department on 
April and December 2016 for 
a temporary measure sensing 
the danger of  the bridge.  After 
the collapse of  the bridge, an 
appeal for construction of  Bai-
ley bridge was submitted to the 
PWD (R&B) Minister. 

However sensing less 
chances of  positive outcome, 
Dr. Aier acknowledged that 
the school authorities in the 
area have requested the GOC 
3 Corps Rangapahar Dimapur 
for emergency assistance un-
der ‘Operation Shadbhavana’ 
for the students of  educational 
institutions situated at Naga 
United village Dimapur. 

“With everything collaps-
ing around us, we have put in 
all possible efforts and will con-
tinue to build what is broken to-
gether” asserted the principal.   
Suspension bridge construc-
tion underway

The Naga United Village 
Council, Old Showuba Vil-
lage Council, Nehoto Village 
Council and Khehokhu Vil-
lage Council have started the 
construction of  the 90 metre 
suspension bridge over Chathe 
River. The work which started 
in the last week of  July is esti-
mated to be completed by end 
of  August. The materials have 
been provided by the PWD 
(R&B) department while the 
labourers are being extended 
by the four village councils for 
free. 

The whole community is 
adapting, while the students are 
settling into their new schedule 
with no other option but to 
make the hour long commute a 
part of  their routine.
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News iN Brief
Naga Christian Fellowship conclave 
The Naga Christian Fellowship (NCF) conclave, a bien-
nial programme for all the NCFs all over India will com-
mence from today to August 10 at Dimapur Rengma 
Baptist Church. All NCF pastors and delegates from all 
over the India will participate and share their challenges 
and experiences in their ministry.  All the Association Mis-
sion Secretaries under Nagaland Baptist Church Council 
(NBCC) will also be attending the programme. The speak-
ers for the conclave are Rev. Dr. Zelhou Keyho, general 
secretary of NBCC; Rev. Dr. Rachülie Vihieno, pastor of  
Union Baptist Church, Kohima and Rev. Vilodi Sakhrie, 
Pastor of Town Baptist Church, Dimapur.

DEO informs on Teachers’ Day token
District Education Officer (DEO), Kohima, Neizetuonuo, 
has informed all heads of both government and private 
educational institutions under DEO Kohima jurisdiction 
to collect Teacher’s Day tokens and car flags from DEO 
office during office hour. It is also informed that the token/
car flags should be sold in and around the school premises 
from August 30 onwards. The fund from collection should 
be submitted to the undersigned on or before September 
14 for onward submission to the higher authority.
 

SAYO jubilee committee meeting
The organising committee of Southern Angami Youth 
Organisation (SAYO) Silver Jubilee has convened a joint 
meeting of jubilee sub-committees, SAYO Office bear-
ers and unit presidents on August 19, 11 a.m. at SAPO 
Hall Mohonkhola, Kohima. All concerned have been 
requested to attend the meeting.

IRCSN annual general meeting 
The 31st Annual General Meeting of  the Indian Red 
Cross Society, Nagaland State Branch (IRCSN) has been 
scheduled on August 19, 11 a.m. at the Durbar Hall, Raj 
Bhavan, Kohima. Governor of Nagaland & president of  
IRCSN, P.B. Acharya and Chief Minister of Nagaland 
& vice president of IRCSN, T.R. Zeliang will deliver the 
presidential address and vice presidential address respec-
tively. Report on the business session will be delivered by 
general secretary of IRCSN, Dr. Kepelhusie Terhuja.

ANHTU Dimapur unit meeting
All Nagaland Hindi Teachers’ Union (ANHTU) Di-
mapur Unit has convened a meeting on August 19, 10 
a.m. at union banker’s resident, Burma Camp, Dimapur. 
All officer bearers, executive members and advisory board 
have been requested to attend the meeting positively.

NVFAA convenes emergency meeting
NVFAA general secretary, yanthunglo has informed all 
district executive members that there will be an emergency 
meeting on August 21, a0 a.m. at Veterinary Colony Coun-
cil Hall, Burma Camp Dimapur. All the executive members 
have been requested to attend the meeting positively.

KUD joint coordination meeting
President Kudawhi Union Dimapur (KUD) will be holding 
a joint office bearers coordination meeting on August 19, 
11 a.m. at DAN-Development Association of Nagaland 
conference hall, Carmel Higher Secondary School Cam-
pus near Diphupar Police Station. All office bearers of the 
parent body (KUD), frontal units such as woman (KUK), 
youth (KKYO) and unit bodies of  Chumukedima and 
Diphupar have been requested to attend the meeting posi-
tively. The KUD Advisors are also invited as special invitees.

Kohima Surumi general meet
The chairman of  Kohima Surumi Community has 
convened a general meeting on August 19, 4 p.m. at its 
banker’s residence, PWD Colony, Kohima. All officer 
bearers, executives, elders and members have been re-
quested to attend the meeting positively.

KDLSA team with staff of State Mental Health Institute Kohima; ZDLSA, DCPU officials, 
lawyers and staff of the observation home; TDLSA team with Superintendent and staff of 
observation home. 

Students presenting a song during the 1st Freshers’ Day of MGM 
Collage on Thursday.

Office bearers and executive members of the newly formed Kumlong Lanur Telongjem (Kumlong Youth 
Association) after the formal adoption of its Constitution on August 12. 

Dimapur,  August  17 
(EMN): The Kumlong La-
nur Telongjem (or Kum-
long Youth Association) 
was formally launched on 

August 12 after taking prior 
approval and blessings of the 
Kumlong Ward Council and 
general public of the ward. 

The Constitution of  

the association, which was 
adopted on the same day at 
Kumlong Community Hall, 
was dedicated by associate 
pastor of  Kumlong Baptist 

iMPOrTANT NUMBers
Women Helpline: 181

DimApUR (STD CoDe: 03862)

Bethesda Ambulance Service                 9615053217, 9615520007

CIHSR 242555, 242533

Police Control Room 7085055050

Dimapur District Hospital 232224

Diphupar PS 7085055032

East PS 7085055030

Faith Hospital 248912, 9436004220

Fire Station (Chumu) 282777

Fire Station (Dimapur) 7085378850, 232201

GRPS 7085055031

Medziphema PS 7085055033

MH (Metro) Hospital 227930/231081

Mobile Unit Commander 7085055046

Nikos Hospital 248285, 232032

Niuland PS 7085088035

Sub-Urban PS 7085055036

Traffic Control -1 7085088038

Traffic Control -2 7085088039

West PS 7085055034

Women Cell 7085055037

Zion Hospital 231864, 224117, 227337

KoHimA (STD Code: 0370)

Bethel Nursing Home 2224202

Chiephobozou PS
Officer-in-Charge

8575045506
8575045516

Childline Kohima 1098

Chiephobozou PS
Officer-in-Charge

8575045506
8575045516

Fire Stations 2222952

IRCS Ambulance Service 2244350

Kezocha PS
Officer-in-Charge

8575045549
8575045538

Khuzama PS
Officer-in-Charge

8575045505
8575045515

NHAK 2222916

North PS
Officer-in-Charge

2222222, 8575045501
8575045510

Oking Hospital 2290080, 2290146

Police Control Room 100/2244279, 8575045500

South PS
Officer-in-Charge

2222111, 8575045502
8575045520

Tseminyu PS
Officer-in-Charge

8575045507
8575045517

Zubza PS
Officer-in-Charge

8575045508
8575045518

moKoKCHUnG (STD Code: 0369)
Chopper Service 8974151974/ 9615776811

Christian Hospital, Impur 2262214

Dr. Imkongliba Hospital 2226216/2226394

Faith Hospital Ambulance 9436004220, 9856051827

Fire Station 2226225

Hope Ambulance Service 8415827895/9856277674

Hotel Metsuben 8014587442/ 2226373

IRCS Ambulance Service 09402993002

Lifeline Ambulance 9436439707/ 9862447893

Mokokchung PS 1 2226241

Power House 2226221/2226293

Sewak Gate PS 2 2226213

Traffic Control 9485232691

Tuli Police Station 9485232693

Women Cell 9485232692

Woodland Nursing Home 2226263

WeATHer FOreCAST In OTHer DISTrICTS 
Max Min DP rH rF

WOKHA 23.6 18.8 22.5 98 nil

ZBT 25.5 16.7 21.6 88 nil

MOn 29 23.2 23.6 92 2

TUenSAnG 23.2 19.2 18.5 86 5.1

MKG 27 21 19.5 68 nil

PHeK 24.8 19.8 22.6 97 11.6

KIPHIre 26.4 23 23.2 92

SeCHÜ ZUBZA 26.5 21 23.2 84 9.8

LOnGLenG 22 20 19 83 nil

TSeMInYU 24.6 21 22.3 90 2.6

JALUKIe

MAnGKOLeMBA 30.2 24 25.3 89 nil

*Dew Point (DP) *Relative Humidity (RH) * Rainfall (RF)

Source: Department of Soil & Water Conservation, nagaland 

Church, Kikumsungba
The Kumlong Lanur 

Telongjem was established 
with the motto “Ever on-
ward.”  The Constitution of  
the association declared that 
the association will be apo-
litical and a non-governmen-
tal organization that aspires 
to promote peace and unity, 
to work cohesively with the 
different tribes and commu-
nities in Mokokchung town 
and be an agent of change. 

It also affirmed to work 
as one for the welfare, devel-
opment, integration, uplift 
of society and to provide a 
platform to young talents 
and to project progressively 
in the society. 

Kumlong Ward, which 
is one of the biggest colonies 
in Mokokchung town, had 
felt the need for a united 

youth association over the 
past many years. The Kum-
long Lanur Telongjem will 
encompass all the youths 
from the age group of  18-
45 (both male and female) 
residing in the colony and 
will work hand in hand with 
the Kumlong Ward Council 
and also initiate different 
activities for the welfare of  
the youths in the colony, the 
press release stated. 

The Kumlong Lanur 
Telongjem will be headed 
by a team of office bearers 
headed by Temjennungsang 
as president, Arenlong as 
vice president, Purtoshi as 
general secretary, Limasashi 
Longchar as assistant gen-
eral secretary, Aomeren as fi-
nance secretary, Zulumeren 
as assistant finace secretary 
and Imtichuba as treasurer.

Dimapur,  August  17 
(EMN): The Agriculture 
Production Commissioner 
in a notification informed 
that state Government has 
declared December 5 as 
Nagaland Honey Bee Day. 

The notification also 

informed that the day has 
been declared inorder to 
create community aware-
ness on the role of  hon-
eybees as a contributing 
factor in conservation of  
biodiversity as an agent of  
food chain and to promote 

and create a platform for 
beekeeping technology to 
farmers in the field as an 
important system of  or-
ganic farming and sustain-
ability by establishing a 
vibrant cottage industry in 
the State.

Dimapur,  August  17 
(EMN):  The New Colony 
Council (NCC) Zunheboto 
has vehemently condemned 
the barbaric and inhuman 
act of  Ahokhe H. Zhimo 
son of Heishe Zhimo of Su-
khomi village under Atoizu 
sub division, who allegedly 
attempted to rape a minor 
girl on the night of August 
14.

In a press release jointly 
appended by village coun-
cil chairman, Kakugha S 
Rotokha; secretary Ghotoi 
Kiba; and GBs Inai Kiba 
and Akuto N Yeptho, stated 
the in an emergency meeting 
held on Augudt 15 has taken 
a stern resolution in regard 
to the incident and has also 
apprised the district adminis-
tration through a letter. 

The village council also 
cautioned individual or or-
ganisation from bailing out 
the culprit under any cir-
cumstances. 

Further, the council ex-
tended its fullest support to 
the law enforcing agency 
and to accept whatever pun-
ishment as deem fit to the 
‘monstrous’ culprit as per 
the law.

Dimapur,  August  17 
(EMN): The St. Joseph’s 
College (SJC) Jakhama 
has announced that the 
Nagaland University has 
granted to run the master 
programme (PG) particu-
larly in the department of  
English on August 7. The 
course will commence from 

June, 2018.
In this regard, the man-

agement, staff  and students 
expressed their sincere 
gratitude to all who have 
contributed in making the 
endeavour possible. 

They also expressed 
gratitude to the principal of  
the college, Fr. Dr. Sebastian 

Ousepparampil for the tran-
sition of the college. 

The college manage-
ment and staff  also ex-
pressed that this is the req-
uisite step for the young 
generations some of whose 
parents may not be in a po-
sition to see their children 
get higher education. 

Dimapur, August 17 
(EMN): The MGM College 
observed its first freshers’ 
day cum inaugural day with 
the first batch of the college 
on the August 17.

A welcome speech was 
given by the principal Rev. 
Fr. Shibu Varghese. 

The presidential address 
was delivered by Dr. Joseph 
Mar Dionysius, the manager 
Bishop of MGM group of  

institutions. 
In his address, he said 

education should be value 
based and an emblemof  
spirituality. He also advised 
that students should have a 
civic mind, patriotism, love 
for nature and to develop 
strategies and technique on 
how to live a healthy life.

Dr. Joseph also an-
nounced to give a prestigious 
award and a medal to the 

Dimapur, August 17 (EMN): The Chief  
Electoral Officer (CEO), Nagaland in a 
notification stated that as per the section 
20A of the Representation of People Act of  
1950, any citizen of India staying in a foreign 
country, who has not acquired citizenship 
of a foreign country and has completed 18 
years of age as on 1st January of the year, 
can make an application in Form-6A for 
registration of name in the electoral roll for 
the constituency pertaining to the locality in 
which his/her place of residence in India as 
mentioned in the passport.

The application can be submitted directly 
to Electoral Registration Officer of the con-
stituency or also can be presented in person 
to ERO or by post addressed to Electoral 
Registration Officer of the constituency or 
by applying online through National Voters 
Services Portal (NVSP) at www.nvsp.in/
www.eci.nic.in

Documents to be attached
1. Paste one recent passport size coloured 

in the prescribed form i.e form-6A.

2. Fill in all the columns in form-6A. All 
your particulars should be as mentioned in 
your passport.

3. If application is sent by post, it should 
be accompanied by photo copy of the rel-
evant pages of the passport containing the 
photograph and all other particulars of the 
applicant and the page containing the valid 
visa endorsement duly self attested.

Application without the attested photo-
copies of these documents will be liable to be 
summarily rejected. Application submitted 
in person before ERO should be accompa-
nied by photo-copies of relevant pages of the 
passport as mentioned above. The original 
passport should also be produced along with 
the application for verification. The passport 
will be returned immediately after verifica-
tion by ERO.

It may be noted that after enrolment, 
the concerned individual will be able to cast 
vote in election in the constituency, if  he/
she is physically present in the polling station 
alongwith passport on the poll day.

Dimapur, August 17 (EMN): Zunhe-
boto District Legal Services Authority 
(ZDLSA) and Tuensang District Legal 
Services Authority (TDLSA) visited 
observation home at the respective dis-
trict, while Kohima District Legal 
Services Authority (KDLSA) visited 
Kohima Mental Hospital on August 17.
KDLSA: The KDLSA team visited 
State Mental Health Institute Kohima. 
During a brief  programme with the 
staff of mental hospital, Dr. Viketoulie, 
MO pointed out the challenging task to 
eradicate the stigma for mentally ill or 
disabled people and added the need of  
hour is to create awareness.  

Delivering the welcome address, 
Dr. Wapang, MS, SMHI highlighted 
the plight of mentally ill people as they 
are denied of their basic human rights 
and exploited.

Wapanginla Kichu, panel lawyer 
KDLSA cited the National legal Serv-
ices Authority Schemes, 2015 where a 
mentally ill or disabled person can get 
access to justice for equal opportunity 
and effective services while Thejapfu-
tuo, retainer KDLSA highlighted the 
Mental Health Act 1987 and the recent 
Mental Health Act 2017.

The staff and doctors shared their 
grievances and experiences and stressed 
on the basic need for availing funds for 
an effective functioning of the institute.
ZDLSA: The ZDLSA team led by 
N. Suyie, district and session judge 
and chairman of ZDLSA and Atoka 
Achumi, judicial magistrate first class 
and secretary ZDLSA along with 
legal cum probation officer, District 
Child Protection Unit Zunheboto and 
retainer lawyer ZDLSA visited the 
observation home, where 3 Juveniles 
in conflict with law has been kept for 
observation. 

A short discussion hour was con-
ducted with the Superintendent and 
Subordinate staffs of  the home, and 
deliberated on how the home and office 
could function together in collaboration 
with Child Welfare Committee, JJB n 
Special Juvenile Police Unit.
TDLSA: The TDLSA team visited the 
observation home as per the monthly 
action plan. During an interaction, 
judicial magistrate first class Tuen-
sang and secretary TDLSA, N. Kano 

highlighted on the procedures and the 
ways to coordinate in regard to official 
communication. Currently there are 
two juveniles in the observation home.

Meanwhile, Longleng District Le-
gal Services Authority (LDLSA) held 
a meeting with Para-Legal Volunteers 

from village legal care and support 
center Longleng at the office chamber 
of  Secretary LDLSA. Chief  judicial 
magistrate and secretary of LDLSA, 
Tucuno Vamuzo spoke on the main-
tenance of  village legal care, support 
center and the functions of PLV. 

Dimapur, August 17 (EMN): 
Students of  Unity College, 
Dimapur were sensitised on 
Systematic Voters Educa-
tion and Electoral Participa-
tion (SVEEP), by District 
Commissioner, Dimapur, 
Kesonyu Yhome; Dimapur 
District Icon, Zehovire Avi 
Kechü and Assistant Election 
Officer, Dimapur, Roland 
Merry, on August 17, at the 
College Seminar Hall. Stu-
dents were enlightened on the 
issue of elections and various 
steps to actively participate in 
the electoral process. 

Dimapur,  August  17 
(EMN): Dimapur Gov-
ernment College Students 
Welfare Fund Committee 
(SWFC) was constituted on 
August 5, 2014 by the rec-
ommendation of  IQAC of  
the college under the chair-
manship of  the principal 
along with the four faculties 
from different departments 
of the college. The objective 
of the SWFC is to provide 
financial help to the needy 
students. The contribution 
made this year by the prin-
cipal, faculty members and 
various departments of the 
college, the committee could 
provide the stipend for the 
year 2017-18. 

After screening the 
applicant, the committee 
conducted personal inter-
view of  the students on 
August 9 and selected 16 
students. The names of the 
selected students are- Shisa 

Akhumla of  B.A. 3rd Se-
mester; Biju Baghat 
of  B.Com 5th Semester; 
Ketsunuo Theyo of B.A.3rd 
semester; M. Lanvamo Pat-
ton of  B.A.3rd Semester; 
Epibeni Lotha of  B.A.3rd 
Semester; Mairidin New-
mai of  B.A.3rd Semester; 
Kekhrieneitso Angami of  
B.A. 3rd Semester; Kavita 
Kumari of B.A. 5th semes-
ter; Yakso M of  B.A. 5th 
Semester; Jitul Malo Das 
of  B.A. 3rd Semester; Im-
esen Jamir of  B.A. 1st Se-
mester; Khatangwu M of  
B.A.5th Semester; Nzapeni 
Ngullie of B.A. 5th Semes-
ter; Manoj Das of  B.Com 
5th Semester; A. Mercy 
of  B.A.5th Semester; and 
M. Kiumukum of B.A.5th 
Semester.

The mentioned students 
have been asked to collect 
the stipend from August 17 
from the college accountant. 

Top 10 Rank holders. 
HSLC and HSSLC 

rank holders were felicitat-
ed along with the teachers. 
Seminar certificate which 
was held earlier were also 
given to Class 12 students.

The programme was 
hosted by Dr. Joseph and 
Washimongla Jamir both 
faculties of the college while 
vote of thanks was proposed 
by principal, Durga Malakar

Short felicitation address 
was also delivered by very 
Rev. Geevarghese Ramaban, 
Dr. Manoj Prabhakar and 
Rev. Fr. Joshi Varghese.

T h e  f u n c t i o n  wa s 
adorned by the presents 
of  Dr.Joseph Mar Diony-
sius, Manager Bishop, Rev. 
Geevaeghese Ramban, Rev. 
Fr.Joshi Vaeghese, Rev. Fr. 
Aju Varghese, Dr. Manoj 
Prabhakar, Rev. Fr. Shibu 
Varghese, the governing 
body of  St. Thomas Mis-
sion Society, MGM Church 
members, rank holders and 
toppers of  MGM High 
School and Higher Second-
ary School and all the staff  
and faculty members of the 
institution.
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Forest minister calls to conserve forest RJHSS observes 
freshers’ meet 

KABCC youth resolve to support clean elections

SVEEP campaign held in Satakha

DC Kohima highlights on New India Policy

Horticulture dept felicitates progressive farmers

Tobu SDPDB 
meet held

LRD inaugurates new DPO office in Longleng

Kohima, August 17 
(EMN): Minister of Envi-
ronment, Forest and Cli-
mate Change, Neiba Kronu 
today called upon the peo-
ple of the State to have clear 
conscious and concept to 
protect, preserve and con-
serve the forest cover in the 
State.

In his maiden interac-
tion with the department’s 
officers led by Principal 
Chief Conservator of For-
est, I Panger Jamir, after tak-
ing over the charge on July 
27 last, Kronu said, “we 
need to have a clear concept 
to protect, preserve and con-
serve the forest cover.”

He also stressed on the 
need of framing proper 
plans and policies in order 
to protect the forests from 
encroachers.

“Road and power sec-
tors are very important 
aspects of  development 

Mr and Miss Freshers’ 2017 after their crowning during the freshers’ 
meet on August 14.

KABCC youth pose for a group photo during the seminar at Leshemi Baptist Church on August 11 and 12.

Parliamentary Secretary BS Nganlang along with the department officials at the inauguration of DPO office 
in Longlerng on August 16.

ADC Satakha, Lithrongla Tongpi Rutsa, speaking at the SVEEP campaing 
in Satakha on August 17.

Minister Neiba Kronu and others along with officials and staff of Environment, Forest and Climate Change after interaction in Kohima on 
August 17.

ACKNOWLEDGMENT

Went to be with our Heavenly Father on 4th of August, 2017

Our hearts are filled with gratitude when we say many 
thanks to family members, friends and neighbours for 
all acts of kindness, sympathy and support through 

prayer, cash and in so many different ways from the time 
our Mother Kano Yhoshü fell sick till the time she breathed 
her last.
We want to express our sincere appreciation to:
1. Dr. Dietho-o Yhoshü and staff of Medicare Home
2. Dr. Tseilhouto Rhütso, Dr. Thechamo, Nurses of the 
KOHIMAS Hospital
3. Dr. Akhrie NHK
4. ABCC
5. ACLS
6. Kigwema Baptist Church
7. Lerie Baptist Church
8. South Corner youth, AG Colony
9. Kigwema Union Kohima
10. Kigwemiapfü Krotho Kohima
11. Thenuko Krotho (Lerie Baptist Church)
12. Night Bazaar Building Kohima
13. Upper AG Council
14. Lerie Bank Area Welfare Society Kohima
15. Vikho-o Yhoshü (Parliamentary Secretary)
16. Khrieketou Nagi & family

We could not thank each and every individual personally, 
but we humbly pray that our Almighty God blesses you all 
abundantly.

~Loving Mother and Family Members.
K-1284

“THROUGH HUMANITY TO PEACE”

INDIAN RED  CROSS  SOCIETY
(Constituted under Act XV of 1920)

NAGALAND STATE BRANCH
NAGALAND: KOHIMA

The Indian Red Cross Society, Nagaland State Branch (IRCSN) 
cordially invites you to attend the Ceremonial Function of the 31st  
Annual General Meeting of the Society to be held on 19th August 

2017 at 11:00 AM at the Durbar Hall, Raj Bhavan, Kohima.
Mr. P. B Acharya, the Hon’ble Governor of Nagaland & President, 

IRCSN will deliver the Presidential address.
Mr. T.R. Zeliang, Hon’ble Chief Minister of Nagaland &  

Vice-President IRCSN will deliver the Vice-Presidential address.
Mrs. Abeni TCK, Chairperson will preside over the function.

(Dr. Kepelhusie Terhüja)
General Secretary, IRCSN  

K-1283

FELICITATION

The Department of Agriculture Nagaland, express heartiest congratulation 
to  Dr. I. Amenla  Joint Director, NER Agri Expo, 4th Mile, Dimapur and  Shri 
Vizonyu  Liezie, District Agriculture Officer, Kohima for being awarded  

Governor 's  Commendation Certificate on 71th Independence Day Celebration 
2017 at State Secretariat Plaza  Kohima. The Department wishes them a bright 
and successful service career in the years to come. Sd/-

Director of Agriculture 
Nagaland : Kohima

KG-1920

and progress, but forest is 
directly connected with hu-
man survival and therefore 
concerted efforts need to 
be made to conserve and 
protect our forest,” Kronu 
said.

Stating that externally 
aided programme and For-
eign Direct Investment 
(FDI) would boost the con-

servation initiatives of the 
Department, the minister 
said “successful implemen-
tation of Japan Interna-
tional Cooperation Agency 
(JICA) amounting Rs 533 
crore covering 79,000 hec-
tares of land in 185 villages 
throughout the State for mit-
igation of jhum cultivation 
would be major boost to the 

forest cover of the State.”
“Nagaland though a 

small state is rich in bio-
diversity than many other 
states in the mainland, and 
we should convert it into our 
strength in making ourselves 
known to the world,” the 
minister said.

The minister also chal-
lenged the departmental 

officials to check felling of  
tree, logging and illegal mills 
while also calling upon them 
to make efforts in protecting 
and conserving wildlife.

Pointing that Intangki 
is the only national wildlife 
park of the State in Peren 
district, Kronu expressed 
serious concern for its pro-
tection. He also requested 

Dimapur, August 17 
(EMN): In pursuance to 
the Prime Minister’s New 
India Policy to bring about 
new developments in the 
country, the Deputy Com-
missioner, Kohima, Rajesh 
Soundararajan has request-
ed all the departments to 
prepare road map and sub-
mit soft and hard copy to the 
ADC headquarter before 
September 20 next.

The Deputy Commis-
sioner made this announce-
ment at the monthly meeting 
of Kohima District Plan-
ning & Development Board 
(DPDB) on August 17 held 
at DPDB Hall, Kohima. He 
also appreciated the support 
rendered by the district offic-
ers for the smooth conduct 
of bye- election. 

To avoid confusion 
when detailing works, the 
Deputy Commissioner re-
quested Heads of Offices 
to check the employees at-
tached to sub-divisions un-
der their respective depart-
ments. He further informed 
the members to requisition 
vehicles as and when re-
quired for government du-
ties to avert problems.

On the issue of land en-
croachment, he informed 
the members to collect the 
format form and submit the 
same to his office.

Urging the members to 
be sincere and devoted, the 
DC introduced to the mem-
bers the District Agriculture 
Officer (DAO), who re-
ceived the Governor’s Com-
mendation Certificate.

ADC Planning, Ketoho 
Luho informed the house 
that the Village Adoption 
Committee has been recog-
nised by the Government 
of India. He encouraged 
the committee members to 
cover all the areas includ-
ing education, economy 
and sanitation in their con-
cerned wards and villages 
and to focus more on hu-
manity developments. He 
also requested the villagers 
not to ask for bigger projects 
beyond the capacity of the 
Adoption Committee as it 
is a voluntary humanitar-
ian service and urged them 
to cooperate with the teams. 
He requested the committee 
members to be pro-active 
and sincere in their assigned 
work.

Various committees on 
Adoption of Village/Ward 
presented their report. The 
board also discussed the 
agenda for registration of  
seven societies namely Bodo 
Welfare Society, New Mar-
ket area, Kohima; Grace 
Academy of Music Kohi-
ma, Kezieke, Kohima; Cre-
ative Academy of Music, 
Kohima; Southern Angami 
Isable Parents’ Association, 
Viswema Village; Baptist 
Church Khonoma Soci-
ety, Khonoma Village; VT 
Nuomia Society, Jakhama 
Village; and CIEKHAN 
Society, Agri-farm Colony, 
Kohima. The house unani-
mously resolved to forward 
the same to the concerned 
department for the neces-
sary action.

the department to prepare 
the concept note for Wokha 
Wildlife Sanctuary to be for-
warded to the Union Minis-
try for consideration.  

Responding to the re-
quirement of forest divisions 
of the different districts, the 
minister assured to take 
urgent requirements and 
the gap to be filled through 
JICA project.

Maintaining that his 
ministership would be bare-
ly for few months, Kronu 
said he is concerned for the 
department and assured all 
possible support to the de-
partment while also seeking 
their cooperation in taking 
the department forward. 
Principal Secretary of En-
vironment, Forest and Cli-
mate Change, L Kire, led the 
interaction wherein officials 
from all the district divisions 
made power point presenta-
tion on the activities. 

Dimapur, August 16 
(EMN): Ram Janaki 
Higher Secondary School 
(RJHSS) observed its 15th 
freshers’ meet on August 14 
in the school auditorium.

The school principal ex-
horted students to usher in 
unity in diversity through 
interaction and co-opera-
tion.                       

The programme wit-
nessed welcome song, 
speeches from the students, 

teachers and cultural dance. 
Kyupimong Sangtam and 
Ms Tamanna Khatun were 
declared Mr and Miss 
Fresher 2017.

The main attraction of  
the programme included 
cultural show presented 
by students of  Class – XII 
(Arts & Com.). The whole 
programme was conducted 
successfully with the co-op-
eration of  all the students, 
teachers and staff. 

Dimapur, August 17 
(EMN): About 250 youth 
from six villages under 
of  Kuzha Area Baptist 
Church Council (KA-
BCC) have resolved to 
support the Chakhesang 
Clean Election Movement 
(CCEM).

The resolution to this 
effect was taken during 
the Kuzha Area Baptist 

Church Council (KABCC) 
youth revival crusade cum 
seminar programme held 
on August 11 and 12 on the 
theme “Righteous living” 
at Leshemi Baptist Church. 

Mrs Neingupeü Rhak-
ho, Wepre Mero, Rev. Dr. 
Dingu Kenye, Wepekha 
Wetsah and Dr. Wemeri 
Khutsoh were the resource 
persons of  the gospel ser-

vices and sessions respec-
tively. 

During the revival cru-
sade, many youth rededi-
cated and recommitted 
their lives to God.

During the programme, 
KABCC youth resolved to 
support the Chakhesang 
Clean Election Movement 
(CCEM), to show good 
example as believers of  Je-

sus Christ during the forth-
coming elections and gives 
good testimony of  their 
lives through righteous 
conducts. 

They also decided not 
to take money or involve 
in any unlawful activities 
during elections and try 
their best to conduct clean 
elections in their respective 
villages.

Dimapur, August 16 
(EMN): The monthly 
meeting of  the Tobu Sub-
Division Planning and 
Development Board (SD-
PDB) was held on August 
16 under the chairman-
ship of  the ADC and vice 
chairmen DPDB Tobu, A 
Zibenthung. 

New members were 
introduced to the house 
namely Kihomong Yim-
chunger, EAC head quar-
ter; Rumbemo Kithan, 
EAC Mopong, and Imti 
Tzudir, SDEO.

The agenda discussed 
at the meeting included 
construction of  govern-
ment staff  quarters of  
SDEO Tobu and open-
ing of  Treasury Office in 
Tobu.

Dimapur, August 17 
(EMN): Systematic Vot-
ers’ Education and Elec-
toral Participation (SVEEP) 
campaign was held at Sa-
takha Indoor Stadium on 
August 17. 

Speaking at the func-
tion, ADC Satakha and Co-
ordinator SVEEP, Lithrong-
la Tongpi Rutsa, briefed 
on SVEEP campaign and 
said that clean election 
can become a reality only 
if  the electorates are well 
informed and aware of  the 
electoral process. The ADC 
encouraged every citizen 
especially the younger gen-
eration to take part in the 
electoral process to bring a 
change in the society.

Lithrongla also en-
couraged the differently-
abled persons to take part 
and play active role as the 

Dimapur, August 17 
(EMN): Commemorating 
a yearlong silver jubilee 
celebration, Horticulture 
department, Wokha divi-
sion, has felicitated some 
pioneering and progres-
sive farmers under various 
crops.

The progressive farm-
ers were felicitated by min-
ister of  Geology and Min-
ing and Border Affairs, 
Mmhonlumo Kikon, on 
the occasion of  71st Inde-
pendence Day celebration 

Dimapur, August 17 
(EMN): Parliamentary 
Secretary of  Land Resource 
Department & Excise, BS 
Nganlang Phom formally 
inaugurated new office 
building of  District Pro-
ject Officer, Longleng, on 
August 16 in the presence 
of  Y Kikheto Sema, Sec-
retary LRD; Hoto Yeptho, 
Director LRD; Y Denngan 
Avennoho Phom, Deputy 
Commissioner, Longleng; 
A Pangjung Jamir, Joint 
Director; SP Longleng; 
HODs; NGOs lead by 
president PPC; public lead-
ers and public of  Oukshok.

In his inaugural speech, 
BS Nganlang expressed 
gratitude to his team of  
departmental officials lead 
by the Secretary and the 
Director for completing the 
new DPO office in Lon-
gleng successfully. He also 
thanked the contractor for 
the quality workmanship 
of  the building which ac-
cording to him was the best 
in the State.  

Asserting that politi-
cians come and go, Ngan-
lang appealed the depart-

mental officials to maintain 
the legacy of  good work-
manship behind for the 
younger generations to 
carry forward and move 
towards the right perspec-
tives. He lamented that 
bad legacy was responsible 
for corruption which the 
Nagas of  today are living 
with. He has suggested in-
novative ideas if  the people 
want to progress adding the 
government too requires 
suggestions, directions and 
cooperation from the civil 
societies and stakeholders 
for effective implementa-
tion of  policies and pro-
grammes.

Speaking on the occa-
sion, Secretary of  LRD Y 
Kikheto Sema, called upon 
the staff  and the people 
of  the district to maintain 
cleanliness of  the office 
and set a living example 
to others to follow suit. He 
also lauded the Director 
for keeping the directorate 
of  LRD neat and clean 
and for having one of  the 
best directorate in the State 
constructed with least ex-
penditure compare to other 

22 directorates constructed 
during his tenure as Joint 
Secretary for 10 years in the 
finance department.

Lauding the landowner 
for donating the land free 
of  cost without any com-
pensation from the depart-
ment, he said it was first of  
its kind where a Naga land-
owner has become a land 
donor for the department. 
He said such good gesture 
should be disseminated to 
other landowners who cre-
ate hindrance for develop-
ment all over the state.

Director LRD, Hoto 
Yeptho, presented a brief  
report on the new office 
building construction. He 
informed that the office was 
constructed under the Spe-
cial Plan Assistant (SPA) 
and lauded BS Nganlang 
for availing the fund from 
Delhi through the than 
chief  minister N Rio. He 
announced that although 
LRD is a new department 
yet with the completion of  
DPO’s office Longleng all 
the DPO office in the 11 
districts was completed.   

The Director also ap-

constitution does not bar 
any citizen from voting on 
ground of  physical disabil-
ity.

EAC, Satakha, Nockpai 
Konyak, in his brief  speech, 
thanked all the HODs, 
GBs, church leaders, SRSU, 
STYO and students for 

their participation. 
Kavito spoke on ‘Enrol-

ment and election process,’ 
while Aholi spoke on ‘Ethi-
cal and informed voting’. 
The programme was organ-
ised by Deputy Commis-
sioner and District Election 
Officer.

pealed to the people of  
Longleng to take owner-
ship of  the new office to 
enable the department’s 
officials to discharge their 
duties smoothly under the 
protection of  the people 
for the development of  the 

people. 
The programme was 

chaired by I Acato Chishi, 
DPO Longleng, and the 
new office building was 
dedicated by H Chingko, 
pastor of  Oukshok Baptist 
Church. 

in Wokha town on August 
15.

The minister gave 
away certificates of  merit 
along with tools and im-
plements in recognition of  
their contribution towards 
the horticulture sector in 
particular and for the up-
lift of  the farmers of  Wok-
ha district in general.

The award recipients 
are Yanpvuo Erui for 
passion fruit, Yipomo 

Humtsoe for large carda-
mom, Tsathei Humtsoe 
for passion fruit, Kiza-
mo Yanthan for banana, 
Nchumbemo Humtsoe 
for banana, Chopathung 
Tsanglao for banana, 
Khodao Erui for pineap-
ple, Anna Kikon for veg-
etables, Mhonyamo Mur-
ry for pineapple, Dr. YY 
Kikon for lemon grass, 
Humthungo Kikon for 
orange, Mhathung Jami 

for orange, Jacob Ovung 
for orange, Thachamo 
Humtsoe for orange and 
pineapple, Ezanimo Tso-
poe for pineapple, Woshu-
mo Khuvung for orange, 
Chenithung Tsanglao for 
best field staff, Y Shan-
chothung Humtsoe for 
best field staff, Tsenpvuo 
Kikon for best ministerial 
staff, and Chumbenthung 
Murry for best ministerial 
staff.
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Women folks taking part in the peace rally in Imphal on Thursday.

Barak Bailey Bridge at Namtiram village in Manipur.

General Manager of N.F. Railway, Chahatey Ram inspecting ‘Guard of Honour’ given to him by Railway 
Protection Force (RPF) on Independence Day at N.F. Railway HQ Maligaon.

4 dead, 40 wounded in 
Sikkim bus accident

Catholic bodies in Manipur organise peace rally

Meghalaya HC issues notice 
over parliamentary secretaries

General Panchayat election 
to be held in Manipur

Restoration works in full swing 
at all sites of N.F.Railway

Bridge collapses in Manipur
Chakmas condemn inclusion 
of CHT in Pakistan

Assam’s country liquor gets branded, to be flavoured 

AR distributes free LED bulbs to six villages in Arunachal 

News iN Brief
GNOU to train Tripura teachers
New Delhi, August 17 (PTI): The Indira Gandhi National 
Open University (IGNOU) today signed an agreement 
with the Tripura government for training 11,884 
elementary level teachers from the state. The agreement 
confirms training to teachers through the varsity’s two-
year diploma in Elementary Education programme, 
for those who possess the qualifications stipulated as 
per the National Council for Teacher Education (NCTE) 
norms and are working in government or its recognised 
primary/elementary schools, a release said. Both 
IGNOU and Tripura will develop a context-specific block 
on elementary education in the state. The objective 
of the block is to familiarise all enrolled teachers 
with dimensions of elementary education, it said. 
“The training shall be conducted in a phased manner, 
enrolling only one hundred students per programme 
study centre,” Poonam Bhushan, coordinator for the 
programme, said.

Sharmila gets married in Kodaikanal
Chennai, August 17 (IANS): Civil rights activist Irom 
Chanu Sharmila on Thursday married her lover Desmond 
Coutinho in Kodaikanal in Tamil Nadu. The low-key 
ceremony was held in the sub-registrar’s office in the hill 
station in Dindugal district. “The two came in the morning 
and completed the formalities. They also exchanged 
garlands,” an official in the sub-registrar office told IANS 
over phone. Sharmila, who hails from Manipur and 
fought against the Armed Forces (Special Powers) Act 
(AFSPA) by going on a hunger strike for 16 years, decided 
to settle in Kodaikanal after losing the assembly poll in her 
home state this year. Some political outfits and people 
had objected to her marriage while some people had 
supported her during the two-month notice period for 
marriages conducted in the sub-registrar’s office.

500 trees to be trimmed in M’laya
Shillong, August 17 (IANS): As many as 500 vulnerable 
trees would soon be trimmed in Meghalaya to avoid 
accidents, Deputy Chief Minister Roytre Christopher 
Laloo said on Thursday. The government’s decision to 
trim vulnerable trees in and around the city came after 
three persons were killed and two others injured on 
August 12, when a eucalyptus tree, which had stood 
tall at Raj Bhavan here for several decades now, came 
crashing down across the road. “Apart from the 500 trees 
which have been identified by the forest department to 
be trimmed, another 50-odd weak trees identified by 
the public in different localities of Shillong would also 
be chopped down,” Laloo told IANS. However, Laloo 
said the government will have to plant 6,000 trees as 
per forest rules if 600 trees are being cut. “I have asked 
all the departments to identify the places where these 
6,000 trees can be planted,” he said. Earlier on Monday, 
the state’s forest department announced three dedicated 
helpline (mobile) numbers for “cutting down dangerous 
trees”.

Floods disrupt train services in NE
Agartala/Guwahati, August 17 (IANS): Due to severe 
floods in Assam, West Bengal and Bihar, the northeastern 
region has been cut off by rail from the rest of India for 
about a week, officials said on Thursday. “As many railway 
tracks and stations in Assam, North Bengal and Bihar have 
been submerged by flood waters, train services have been 
suspended since August 12,” a Northeast Frontier Railway 
(NFR) official said. “The Railway Board has directed all 
zonal railways to cancel trains running to and from the 
northeastern region until August 20 when the situation 
will be reviewed.” NFR’s Chief Public Relations Officer 
Pranav Jyoti Sharma said a vital rail bridge was damaged 
on Wednesday, disrupting train links between Katihar 
and Kumedpur in Bihar. Sharma said telecommunication 
network in the entire section was also badly affected. 
The NFR serves seven districts in West Bengal and five 
districts in north Bihar besides the eight northeastern 
states. All the trains between northeastern states and the 
rest of India pass through New Jalpaiguri station (North 
Bengal) and Katihar station (in Bihar).

Gangtok,  August  17 
(PTI): Four persons died 
on the spot and 40 others 
were injured, seven of them 
critically, when a Sikkim 
Nationalised Transport 
(SNT) bus rolled down 300 
feet from a mountain road 
at Ambithang in North 
Sikkim distr ict  today. 
Official reports received 
from the district said the 
accident took place when 
the SNT bus driver tried to 
overtake another vehicle at 
the narrow stretch near the 
North district headquarter 
town and fell on the road 
below.

The bus was on way to 
Mangan, the North district 
headquarter from Gangtok 
about 70 km away. The 
accident took place about 
1 km from Mangan at 
around 11.45 a m, the 
reports said. Immediately 
after the accident Army 
and police personnel and 
representatives of  the 
district administration as 
well as locals rushed to the 
spot and carried out rescue 
operations. 

Three  bodies  were 
retreived from the bus 41 
injured were rushed to the 
local public health centre. 

After first aid the injured 
were moved to hospitals in 
Gangtok, where another 
passenger died. The bus 
driver is among the critically 
injured. 

Chief  Minister Pawan 
Chamling  v i s i ted  the 
injured at the hsopital 
here and assured them 
of  help. He also handed 
over cheques of  Rs 2 lakh 
to the kin of  each of  the 
three dead and Rs 50,000 
to each of  the injured. State 
Transport Minister D T 
Lepcha, senior offciers of  
the department and SNT 
rushed to the spot.

Our Correspondent 
Imphal, August 17 (EMN): 
A m i d s t  t h e  s e a s o n a l 
drizzling and brief summer 
heat, a peace rally was held 
in the state capital to demand 
justice and burial of mortal 
remains of late Rita Haorei.
The rally which started from 
Don Bosco School ground 
at Chingmeirong and passed 
through the main streets 

of  Imphal and converged 
at the starting point for a 
gathering after submitting a 
memorandum to the Chief  
Minister of the state N Biren 
Singh.

The rally was held under 
the aegis of Catholic bodies 
in the state along with 
Joint Action Committee 
(JAC) for burial of late Rita 
Haorei’s mortal remains. 

42 year old late Rita Haorei 
died on August 7 midnight 
however her body has been 
still lying on the campus of  
a Catholic Church in Litan, 
a village in Ukhrul district 
about 40 km north of here, 
as her mortal remain was 
not allowed to be buried in 
Leingangching village on 
the ground that her family 
had been ex-communicated 

and banished seven years 
ago for “violating the village 
norms” repeatedly.

H o w e v e r  R i t a h ’ s 
husband Yangmi Haorei 
who claimed that he was 
banished from the village 
for his conversion from 
Baptist to Catholic, refused 
to bury her anywhere else 
other than his native village 
Leingangching.

It may be mentioned 
that Leingangching village 
headman Wungreikhan 
Kasar in a recent media 
interaction had rejected the 
claim of Yangmi. Headman 
said that he (Yangmi) has 
no right to claim that he is a 
native of our village because 
he was excommunicated 
and subsequently banished 
for violating social rules 
in 2010. He also admitted 
that the village has nothing 
to  do  wi th  Chr i s t ian 
denominations as it was 
an internal matter of  the 
village.

Supporting Yangmi’s 

claim, JAC for burial of  
late Ritah Haorei’s mortal 
r e m a i n s  s u b m i t t e d  a 
memorandum to the Chief  
Minister during the course 
of  the day’s peace rally, 
demanding constitution 
of  a fact finding neutral 
body under CM’s watch 
and based on the results of  
the fact finding administer 
justice accordingly.

Earlier the Catholic 
leaders speaking at the pre-
rally gathering expressed 
their desire to abolish “one 
village, one denomination 
norm” as it is inhuman and 
violates basic fundamental 
rights. They also want 
immediate settlement of  
the ongoing issue.

On Wednesday Catholic 
congregation in Ukhrul 
district also staged a public 
rally cum public gathering 
for the same cause at Sacred 
Higher Secondary School 
ground Hunpung in Ukhrul 
district headquarters, 84 m 
north of here.

Our Correspondent 
Imphal, August 17 (EMN): The state 
election commission is all set to hold 
the 5th General Panchayat elections 
next month to elect new local body 
representatives including Zilla Parishad, 
Pradhan and ward members as the term 
of  the existing representatives expires 
October 23 this year.

Announcing this during a press 
conference at state election commission 
office here on Thursday, state election 
commissioner Th Kamini Kumar said that 
the polling of  the Panchayat elections will 
be held on October 7 from 8am to 4pm.

A total of  7,16,813 voters including 
3,48,139 males and 3,68,691 females 
will franchise their rights across 1521 
polling stations to elect 60 Zilla Parishad 
Members and 161 Pradhans and 1513 
ward members. Altogether 9126 polling 
personnel will be utilised and each polling 
station would be manned by six polling 
personnel each, he added.

Along with the announcement of  the 
election schedule, the election model code 

of  conduct has also come into force from 
today in all the six valley districts.-Imphal 
West, Imphal East, Bishnupur, Jiribam, 
Kaching and Thoubal.

The last date for filing nomination 
paper for the Panchayat election is August 
25. Scrutiny would be done the following 
day that is August 26 and the last date of  
withdrawal has been fixed on August 29. 
Polling would be held on September 13 
from 7 am to 4 pm, said the Secretary.

If  necessary, re-poll would be held on 
October 9 before the votes are counted 
on October 11, and all election processes 
would be completed by October 16. Saying 
that the election model code of  conduct 
has come into force, Kamini Kumar 
informed. Altogether, would be elected.

He further said besides six district 
election officers, 14 Returning officers 
were also appointed for the forthcoming 
elections. Meanwhile, all the Deputy 
Commissioners and SPs of  the six valley 
districts have been invited for holding a 
joint meeting soon for smooth conduct of  
the elections, he added.

Guwahati, August 17 (IANS): 
Here’s spirited news for tipplers 
in Assam who favour the raw 
and rustic country liquor over 
its refined cousin that goes by 
the IMFL (Indian Made Foreign 
Liquor) moniker. It will now be 
branded -- and also come in two 
flavours. To prevent adulteration 
and revenue leakage, the Assam 
government has decided that 
country liquor would be grain-
based, undergo chemical tests and 
be branded, making it mandatory 
for the bottles to sport a hologram 
as in the case of  IMFL. The 

government has also decided 
to limit the alcoholic content to 
below 12 per cent.

“Four companies have applied 
for production and bottling 
license of  country liquor -- two 
in Kamrup Metro district, one in 
Kamrup Rural district and one 
in Jorhat district. The factory at 
Jorhat has registered the Rhino 
brand for their product and they 
are likely to soon launch it,” 
Assam Excise Minister Parimal 
Suklabaidya told IANS here.

“The Rhino brand wi l l 
initially have three products. Of  

them, two will be orange and 
pineapple flavoured while one 
will be unflavoured,” he said, 
adding that while the move is 
expected to stop adulteration and 
check health hazards, it is also 
expected to increase revenues 
severalfold. Earlier, country liquor 
used to be made from “lali gur” or 
molasses.

“Unlike earlier, the grain will 
be fermented to make extra neutral 
alcohol (ENA), which will be used 
to make the spirit. Since the ENA 
will be grain-based it will not be 
hazardous to health. Besides, the 

whole process will be monitored in 
factories and there will be chemical 
tests,” Suklabaidya said.

The government has also 
amended excise rules to put in place 
a scientific system of bottling and 
trading of the country spirit. The 
new rules intend to make the entire 
trade hygienic and transparent, 
which, in turn, will also augment 
revenue. While the sale of country 
liquor in Assam was 74.18 lakh 
LPL (London proof litres) in 2015-
16, it recorded a sale of 63.75 lakh 
LPL in the 2016-17 fiscal. The sale 
figure is expected to go up in the 

current fiscal due to the steps to 
check revenue leakages.

While the state has earned 
revenue of Rs 966.33 crore in 2016-
17 financial year, the department’s 
target is to earn a revenue of  Rs 
1,393.72 crore in the current fiscal. 
Suklabaidya, who took over as 
the state Excise Minister only last 
year, has taken several steps to stop 
revenue leakages in the department 
and to bring transparency to the 
system. For instance, the Excise 
Department is also the only state 
department to have completely 
gone online in its operations.

Our Correspondent 
I m p h a l ,  A u g u s t  1 7 
(EMN):  Barak Bailey 
Bridge at Namtiram village, 
167km west of  Imphal 
in Tamenglong district, 
Manipur which connects 
district headquarters with 
more than 30 vil lages 
under Tousem sub-division 
has been swept away by 
landslide on Wednesday. 
Many villages heading 

to Tamenglong district 
headquarters and Tousem 
from opposite directions 
have been stranded as 
there is no alternative route 
between two hill stations. On 
August 12, a house which 
is under construction was 
swept away in a landslide at 
Tamenglong town, 150 km 
west of Imphal in Manipur. 
However there is no report 
of any casualty.

Dimapur, August 17 (EMN): While the overall flood 
situation continues to be grim in most part of  Bihar 
and railway track remains breached in many locations, 
N.F.Railway has started restoration work in all the locations 
on war footing. Work is progressing day and night and more 
than 50 wagons of ballast has been unloaded at site while 
more than 10 rakes of boulder are on the way to site from 
various locations of Eastern and N.F.Railway. Senior most 
officials of Divisions are present at this site to monitor the 
restoration work. In Lumding Division the flood affected 
track between Silghat and Jakhalabandha stations has been 
attended and restored for movement of traffic at restricted 
speed. Meanwhile a medical camp was conducted at 
Guwahati station for the passengers waiting in the station due 
to cancellation of train services. N.F.Rly. is running special 
trains from Guwahati to Dalkhola and from Dibrugarh to 
Guwahati for clearance of rush caused by cancellation of  
trains due to unprecedented flood.

Shillong, August 17 (IANS):  The 
Meghalaya High Court has issued 
a notice to the state government for 
a final hearing on the matter of  the 
posts of  parliamentary secretaries. 
A division bench of  Chief  Justice 
Dinesh Maheshwari and Justice 
Ved Prakash Vaid on Wednesday 
heard a Public Interest Litigation 
challenging the appointment of  
parliamentary secretaries in the 
state.

T h e  n o t i c e  c o m e s  a f t e r 
the  Supreme Cour t  dec lared 
unconstitutional a law enacted 
by Assam in 2004 that allowed 
appointment of  parliamentary 
secretaries with the rank of  minister 
of  state. On July 26, a bench of  
Justice J. Chelameswar, Justice 
R.K. Agrawal and Justice A.M. 
Sapre noted that the Constitution’s 
Article 194 “does not expressly 
authorise the state legislature to 
create offices such as the one in 
question.

“In view of  the law declared 

by the Supreme Cour t in the 
aforesaid decision, this matter 
does require consideration; and 
at the earliest,” the High Court 
said. The bench also issued notices 
to the central government, the 
Election Commission besides the 
17 parliamentary secretaries in the 
state.

Madal Sumer, the petitioner, said 
the appointment of  parliamentary 
secretaries cannot find any valid 
place in the Constitution and is 
extra-constitutional and illegal. 
“There is no law in the nation 
which empowers the Chief  Minister 
to appoint anybody into any post 
or administer oath of  office to 
anybody. “With the appointment 
of  par l iamentar y  secretar ies 
and administration of  oath of  
office to all of  them, the Chief  
Minister has corrupted his chair 
and misused his office illegally and 
unconstitutionally,” Sumer said. 
The hearing of  the matter will take 
place on September 1.

Aizawl, August 17 (PTI): ‘Chakma 
Black Day’ was observed at Chawngte 
town in south Mizoram’s Lawngtlai 
district on the Bangladesh border today 
condemning the award of  Chittagong 
Hill Tracts to Pakistan by Radcliffe 
Boundary Commission on this day 70 
years ago. Chakma National Council of  
India Mizoram state committee, which 
organised a rally, said that the “unjust 
award” of  Chittagong Hill Tracts to 
Pakistan (the East Pakistan) during the 
partition of the Indian sub-continent in 
1947 was a “major blunder” committed 
by the colonial British government.

The copies of the Radcliffe Boundary 
Commission report of  1947 were 
publicly torched and speakers at the 
rally also condemned the then Indian 
leaders for “betraying” the Chakma 
people. The people of  Chittagong Hill 
Tracts had hoisted the Indian National 
Flag on August 15, 1947, they said 
adding that it was not until August 17 of  
the same year that the inclusion of the 
Chakma inhabited area in Pakistan was 
known when the Radcliffe Award was 
announced in the radio.

Kapu, Longran, Machum, 
Kamkai and Nampong-III 
were lighted with LED bulbs. 
This is a pioneering project in 
south Arunachal Pradesh as 
centre government schemes 
like Urja are yet to reach 
south Arunachal.

Also in last the couple 
of months a total of 63000 
solar lamps worth Rs.2 crore 
were distributed free of cost 
to these yet to be electrified 
villages all along the Indo 
Myanmar Border. These 
model LED villages will 
have brighter light even at 
lower voltages and will also 
be pioneer projects in energy 
conservation. More than 
three Lakh people in the 
region will be benefited in 
terms of availability of light 
derived from clean energy 
and that will dispel the 
darkness in these yet to be 

electrified villages. 
The force has been 

provid ing  succour  to 
the socio-economically 
disadvantaged people who 
have limited economic 
means, access to basic 
amenities & are residing in 
remote areas of  the state. 
While inaugurating & 
interaction with the GBs of  
these model LED villages 
Lt Gen Shokin Chauhan, 
AVSM, YSM, SM, VSM, 
DG Assam Rifles assured 
that the force is committed 
in helping out the various 
ethnic groups in the state 
besides ensuring peace & 
tranquility in the region. 
The villagers have expressed 
their heartfelt gratitude for 
the efforts taken by Assam 
Rifles for brightening and 
lightening up their homes as 
well as hopes. 

brighten and lighten up all the 
homes of south Arunachal 
Pradesh by distributing 
solar lamps and making 
six models LED villages. 

The dedicated efforts by the 
“North East Centric Force” 
along with the NGO resulted 
in eradication of  darkness 
in remotest households of  

the three districts of  South 
Arunachal Pradesh. In a 
first of  its kind endeavour 
in Arunachal Pradesh six 
model villages Longsom, 

Dimapur,  August  17 
(EMN): Tirap, Changlang 
and Longding districts of  
south Arunachal Pradesh 
along Indo-Myanmar Border 
have been lagged behind in 
infrastructural development 
due to its inaccessibility, 
terrain and proliferation 
of  insurgency. In many 
villages the basic necessities 
of  safe drinking water and 
electricity are not available. 
To alleviate the hardship of  
the local populace Assam 
Rifles (AR) launched a 
major drive to brighten up 
the lives of  people in most 
far flung border villages. 
Guided by its motto “friends 
of  the hill people” the AR 
under the aegis of  DGAR 
in conjunction with Eco 
Solutions, a Mumbai based 
NGO under Yatendra 
Aggarwal took upon itself to 
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Parliamentary Secretary of Mechanical Engineering, NSMDC, Er. Vikho-o Yhoshü delivering the 
Independence Day address in Chozuba in Phek district on August 15.

SSP officiating principal, Lt. Col. M Kiran Meitei, adressing the students on the occasion of the the 71st 
Independence Day celebration in the school campus on August 15. 

Commandant of 78 Bn CRPF giving away award to the meritorious personnel on 
the occasion of the 71st Independence Day celebration in Zubza on August 15.

More reports on Independence Day celebration
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Applicable for Kohima 

from 6 a.m. on August 18

Petrol Diesel

C I R C U L A R
This is to inform all the interested candidates who have completed MS (surgery) 
courses that 3(three) M.CH seats are available in Urology (2 seats) and Plastic & 
Reconstructive Surgery (1 seat) for admission for academic session 2017 in Regional 
institute of Medical Sciences. Seat distribution will be done by the Director General 
of Health & Family Welfare, Government of India (DGHS) based on merit of NEET-
Super Speciality examination. 

However, a state level common counseling will be done for leftover seats for 
RIMS, Imphal after the completion 2nd round of counseling by the DGHS on 20th 
August 2017.The RIMS, authority will issue a circular for admission of the leftover 
seats, if any on the evening of 20th August 2017.Tentative date for the state level 
counseling for M.CH courses will be on 29th August 2017 at Academic Section of 
RIMS, Imphal. 

(Dr. N. BENDANGYANGER JAMIR) 
Director& HOD 

Dte. of Health & Family Welfare 
Nagaland: Kohima 

Issued by DIPR

GOVERNMENT OF NAGALAND
DIRECTORATE OF HEALTH & FAMILY WELFARE

NAGALAND:: KOHIMA
DHFW-5/TRG/RIMS-01/2008-09/5752                                   /Dated, Kohima the 9th  Aug, 2017
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~Inaugural Programme~

Chief Guest : Shri Tokheho Yepthomi
   Hon’ble Minister, School Education  
   & Parliamentary A�air.
Chairperson : Shri F.P. Solo
   Principal Secretary
   School Education &SCERT.

1. Welcome address : Chairperson
2. Invocation : Rev. Zelhou Keyho
   General Secretary, NBCC.
3. Keynote address : Shri Khrietuo Mezhür
   Director, SCERT.
4. Special No. : Smt. Dziesekhrienuo Keretsü
5. Presentation :
6. Address by the Chief Guest
7. Concluding Remarks : Chairman.

Issued by DIPR

2nd All Nagaland Government School 
Teachers’ Conference

Date: 22nd August 2017  |  Time: 10:00 am

KG-1918

~Valedictory Programme~

Chief Guest : Er. Kropol Vitsu
   Hon’ble Parliamentry Secretary
   Economics & Statistics and SCERT.
Chairperson : Smt. Smita Sarangi
   Principal Director School    
   Education.

1. Welcome address : Chairperson
2. Summary of report
 From discussions : Shri T. Sekhose
   Addl. Director, SCERT.
3. Special no. : Smt. Nourhengunuo Zatsu
4. Speech : Chief Guest.
5. Vote of thanks : Smt. Kezhalenuo Kesiezie
   Addl. Director, SCERT.
6. Concluding remarks : Chairperson. 

Issued by DIPR

Date: 23rd August 2017  |  Time: 2: 40 pm

KG-1919

FELICITATION
The Poilwalui Dimapur with immense pride and joy 
extend our heartfelt congratulation to Er. Namheu Khate 
SDO (Electrical) No. 1 Dimapur, for receiving Governors 
Gold Medal on Independence Day 2017.
“Keep it up your good service for the people” it’s our 
prayer God blessing be with you and your family. We gives 
thanks to almighty God for his blessing upon our people.

LUIKANG 
Chairman 

Poilwalui Dimapur

HEULOZOING
Secretary

Poilwalui Dimapur

OFFICE OF THE
POILWALUI DIMAPUR

DIMAPUR: NAGALAND
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Through this Column, we express our heartfelt 
gratitude to one and all who supported us 
with Prayer, Materials, Cash and in search 

operations after Mr. Temsumatong went missing 
on 5th August midnight from Changtongya town. 
He returned home safe & sound on 17th August on 
his own! God is Great!

We are unable to thank each and everyone 
personally but we pray that our God will bless you all. 
We would like to thank the following organizations, 
without which we could never have faced the 
situation during the 12 days ordeal of his missing:
1. Changtongya Town Baptist Church.
2. All the 11 (Eleven) wards of C.T.N.
3. O�cers & Sta�s of Civil SDO C.T.N.
4. O�cers & Sta�s of Police Station C.T.N.
5. Yajem Village Council.
6. Yaongyimjen Village Council.
7. Akhoya Village Council.
8. Unger Village Council.
9. Changtongya Village Council.
10. Changtongya Yimsen Village Council.
11. Changtongya Senso Telongjem Tzudikong and Tuli.
12. All the Churches and Prayers groups in and 

around Changtongya Town.

~GRATITUDE~

DP
-1
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Bio Toilet works
  E-Tender Notice No. : 16 of 2017 
Dated : 14-08-2017. Open e-tenders
are invited for the following works 
which will be opened on 19-09-
2017 at 15.30 hours. Manual offers 
are not allowed against these 
tenders and any such manual 
offers received shall be ignored. 
Tender No.: MLG-23-2017. Name 
of Work : (a) At West Nambari: 
Provision of individual water storage 
tank pipeline network with staging 
and other ancillary works. (b) At 
Kamakhya Junction: Replacement 

(c) Development of circulating area 
(d) 

Provision of Bio Toilet Laboratory 
of Kamakhya Coaching Depot.
Tender Value : ` 
Earnest Money: ` 

E-tender: 13.00 hours of 18-09-
2017.
website  

NORTHEAST FRONTIER RAILWAY
Serving Customers With A Smile

ENGINEERING/BRIDGE-LINE WORKS AT MALIGAON
   E-Tender Notice No. : DCBL/07/2017/MLG Dated : 16-08-2017. Open 
E-Tenders  are invited by Deputy Chief Engineer/Bridge-Line, Maligaon, 
for the work as detailed below : 1. Tender No.: DCBL132017MLG. 
Name of Works : Manufacturing, supplying and installation of man 
refuges, footpath of Br. No. 298 (5x30.5m), 305 (1x30.5m) & 365 
(6x24.4m+2x76.2m+1x8m+1x61.00+1x23.45m) on the section DTC-
BPB and Br. No. 15(4x30.5m), 20 (5x30.5m) & 29 (3x30.5m) on the 
section BPB-SCL and replacement of corroded members in Br. No. 
298 under jurisdiction of SSE/BR/LMG.   Approximate Tender Value 
: ` 3,35,70,651.38/-; Earnest Money: ` 3,17,860/-. 2. Tender No.: 
DCBL142017MLG. Name of Works : (a) Repairing of pitted, perforated 
& corroded web by providing joggle cover plate and replacement of 
corroded bracings, gusset plates, diaphragms, loose/corroded rivets 
etc. of Br. No. 331, 503, 526, 539, 549 on the section LMG-TSK under 
the jurisdiction of SSE/BR/LMG. (b) Repairing of perforated & corroded 
web by  providing joggle cover plate and replacement of corroded 
bracings, gusset plates, diaphragms, loose/corroded rivets etc. of Br. 
Nos. 58, 59, 91, 92, 93, 103, 157 on the section of KYQ-LMG & Br. Nos. 
727, 738, 742, 744 on the section of NBQ-DPRA under the jurisdiction 
of SSE/BR/PNO. Approximate Tender Value : ̀  1,63,91,028/-; Earnest 
Money : ` 2,31,960/-. 3. Tender No.: DCBL152017MLG.  Name 
of Works : (a) Repairing of corroded members and replacement of 
corroded rivets of Bridge Nos. 44, 50, 101, 105 & 142 between section 
NJP-NOQ and lubrication of bearings of different steel bridge girders in 
Br. No. 16UP/DN, 29, 91, 97, 101,116 on the section of NJP-NOQ ; Br. 
No. 52 on the section of SGUJ-APDJ; Br. Nos. 47, 49, 50 on the section 
of NJP-HDB; Br. Nos. 2 & 11 on the section of NJP-SGUJ-DJ under 
the jurisdiction of SSE/BR/SGUJ. (b) Repairing of corroded members 
and replacement of corroded rivets of Bridge No. MK6UP/DN, MK3UP/
DN, MK5UP/DN, 13UP/DN, 14UP/DN, 28UP/DN, 143UP/DN, 144DN, 
7UP/DN, 18A UP/DN, 87UP/DN between NJP-MLDT; Bridge Nos. 4, 5, 
9, 12, 16, 19, 20, 21 between KIR-MFA; Bridge Nos. 12, 13 between 
RNI-BPMS; Bridge Nos. 7, 10, 12 between KDPR-KIR Bridge No. 
50 between OMLF-SQB Bridge Nos. 49, 60, 65, 68, 71, 77, 86, 99, 
101 between EKI-BLGT; man refuge in Bridge No. 196 between MHI-
TNPR and lubrication of bearings of different steel bridge girders in Br. 
Nos. 1DN, 7UP/DN, 44UP/DN, 73UP/DN, 111UP/DN, 117UP, 120UP, 
131UP/DN, 132UP, 133UP, 135UP, 136UP, 137UP, 138DN,139DN, 
42UP, 46, 49, 50 & 38 under SSE/BR/NJP. Approximate Tender Value 
: ` 1,40,60,199.58/-; Earnest Money: ` 2,20,310/-. 4. Tender No. : 
DCBL162017MLG. Name of Works : Repairing of  corroded bracings, 
gusset plates, inspection ladders & replacement of rivets of Br. Nos. 
441, 442, 472, 476, 478, 481, 490, 510 on the section of NBQ-RNY, 
Br. Nos. 7, 20, 319, 335 & 339 on the sections of NBQ-PNVT & NBQ-
DBB and lubrication of bearings on the sections of DTX-RNY & NBQ-
KYQ via. GLPT under the jurisdiction of SSE/BR/BNGN. Approximate 
Tender Value : ` 84, 79, 059.33/-; Earnest Money: ` 1,69,590/-. 
5. Tender No. : DCBL172017MLG. Name of Works : (a) Painting 
of 38 Nos. steel bridge girders on the sections of NJP-KDPR, KDPR-
MLDT, KIR-KDPR, OMLF-BBCE, EKI-BLGT and KIR-TNPR having 
approximate surface area 31390 SQN under SSE/BR/NJP. (b) Painting 
of 70 Nos. steel bridge girders on the sections of NJP-NCB, SGUJ-
APDJ, APDJ-BXT, NJP-SGUJ-DJ, NJP-NOQ, NCB-GKJ and NJP-HDB 
having approximate surface area 145779 SQM under the jurisdiction 
of SSE/BR/SGUJ. Approximate Tender Value : ` 1,13,49,544.06/-; 
Earnest Money: ` 2,06,750/-. 6. Tender No.: DCBL182017MLG. 
Name of Works :
of 31 Nos. bridges having approximate surface area 113450 SQM 
under the jurisdiction of SSE/BR/LMG. Approximate Tender Value 
: ` 61,22,098.94/-; Earnest Money: ` 1,22,450/-. 7. Tender No.: 
DCBL192017MLG. Name of Works : (a) Thorough painting of 18 Nos. 

area 37869 SQM under the jurisdiction of SSE/BR/LMG. (b) Thorough 

approximate surface area 70119 SQM under the jurisdiction of SSE/BR/
PNO. Approximate Tender Value : ̀  57,94,607.61/-; Earnest Money: 
` 1,15,900/-. 8. Tender No.: DCBL202017MLG. Name of Works :  
Thorough painting of 14 Nos. steel bridge girders on the sections of 

on the sections of DTX-RNY, NBQ-KYQ via. GLPT & NOQ-DTX having 
approximate surface area 88400 SQM under the jurisdiction of SSE/
BR/BNGN. Approximate Tender Value : ` 47,31,929.75/-; Earnest 
Money: ` 94,640/-. Date & time of closing of above E-tenders : 
13.00 hours of 18-09-2017. Date, time & place of opening of above 
E-tenders : 15.00 hours of 18-09-2017 at Deputy Chief Engineer/
Bridge-Line/Maligaon, Guwahati-781011 (Assam). For details, visit 
N.F. Railway website http://www.ireps.gov.in.

Dy. Chief Engineer/Bridge-Line/Maligaon

NORTHEAST FRONTIER RAILWAY
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Gorkha Union Niuland. 
Tug of war was played be-
tween Eomen Government 
Employees and Niuland 
Sumi Totimi hoho. 

The chief guest also in-
augurated the exhibition 
stalls put up by various de-
partments and SGHs.
CRPF: The 78 Bn CRPF at 
Zubza celebrated the 71th 
Independence Day with 
great pomp and enthusi-
asm. To mark the Independ-
ence Day, a variety of pro-
grammes were organised at 
the Zubza camp on August 
15 under the leadership of  
Unit Commandant, Neeraj 
Yadav. 

The Independence Day 
celebrations began by pay-
ing floral tributes to the 
brave martyrs of  the force, 
who sacrificed their lives in 
the line of duty for the cause 
of nation. 

Wreaths were laid by 

officers and men at the 
magnificently erected Jai 
Jawan Memorial at Unit 
Headquarters, which was 
followed by a ceremonial 
guard of honour and hoist-
ing of CRPF flag at the unit 
headquarter.  

On the occasion, the 
Commandant briefed the 
men about the significance 
of  the day and announced 
names of  president’s award 
recipients like Kirti Chakra 
awarded to Pramod Ku-
mar, Commandant of  49 
Bn and Chetan Kumar 
Cheeta, Commandant of  
45 Bn, Shaurya Chakra 
awarded to Chandan Ku-
mar, and police medal for 
Gallantry to 53 personnel 
of  the force.

To mark the occasion, 
the unit commandant along 
with his team of  officers 
and men planted more than 
100 trees in the camp area.

NABARD & NStCB: Na-
tional Bank of  Agriculture 
and Rural Development 
(NABARD) and the Na-
galand State Cooperative 
Bank (NStCB) have jointly 
celebrated 71st Independ-
ence Day in the premises of  
NStCB on August 15.

To mark the occasion, 
NABARD general manager 
SK Dhumal unfurled the 
national flag followed with 
singing of  the National 
Anthem.

Speaking on the occa-
sion, the general manager 
called upon the bankers to 
work for the economic de-
velopment of the State and 
recalled the sacrifices made 
by the people for independ-
ence. 

Imtilemba Longkum-
er, Managing Director of  
NStCB, also called for uplift 
of  the economy of the State 
through inclusive banking. 
SSP: Sainik School Pun-
glwa (SSP) celebrated the 
71st Independence Day in 
the school campus with 
pomp and gaiety with the 
participation of all the staff, 
cadets and families of Sainik 
School Punglwa, with Lt. 
Col. M Kiran Meitei, Of-
ficiating Principal, as the 
chief guest. 

The celebration began 
with hoisting of  National 
Flag by the chief  guest, 
followed by singing of  
National Anthem along 
with the school band. The 
celebration also witnessed 
speeches by cadets on the 
contributions of  freedom 
fighters. 

Sainik School contin-
gent consisting of  thirty 
two cadets took part in the 
Independence Day parade 
held at Peren district head-
quarters. 

The chief, guest in his 
speech, reminded the stu-
dents not to forget the self-
less contributions of  the 
freedom fighters and to con-
tribute to peace and prosper-
ity of the nation. He called 
upon the cadets to imbibe 
the spirit of  patriotism and 
live up to the expectation of  
the forefathers in their daily 
call of duty.  
Kerala Club: Kerala Club 
Kohima celebrated the 71st 
Independence Day with the 
children of Cherry Blossoms 
School. The invocation was 
said by Anil Yadhav, pastor 
of Pentecostal Mission New 
Market, Kohima. 

On the occasion, the 
differently-abled children 
sang the National Anthem 
in sign language along with 
action songs. A short film 
of Amitabh Bachchan per-
forming sign language with 
children was also screened 
for the viewers.

Prem Kumar, president 
of  Kerela Club, shared 
about the club activities 
and distributed snacks item 
to all the gathering. He also 
promised to sponsored one 
year fee to a child who is 
differently-able and from a 
poor background. 
Pughoboto: Pughoboto 
Sub-Division celebrated 
the 71st Independence Day 
with Parliamentary Sec-
retary for Jails, Science & 
Technology & Chairman 
NKVIB, Hukavi Zhimomi 
as the chief guest which was 
held at the local ground on 
August 15.

The chief guest unfurled 
the tri-colour National Flag 
and took Rashtriya salute 
from the seven contingents. 
The National Anthem was 
sung by students from GHS 
Pughoboto. The chief guest 

also inspected the parade 
contingents comprising of  
District Executive Force, 
8th NAP Naltoqa, ‘A’ coy 
Pughoboto and also one 
contingent each from GHS 
(Boys & Girls contingents), 
GMS, NFS and Mission 
school.

To mark the occasion, 
Pughoboto town women as 
well as Mishilimi women 
entertained the gathering 
through folk song and folk 
dance respectively. The 
chief guest also inaugurated 
the exhibition stalls put up 
by different departments.
Shamator: Shamator ADC 
Headquarters celebrated the 
71st Independence Day with 
Parliamentary Secretary of  
NRE, Fire & Emergency 
Services, Toyang Chang, 
as the chief guest who also 
unfurled the national flag 
followed by inspection of  
parade contingents. 

Eight parade contin-
gents including 3rd NAP ‘B’ 
Coy Shamator, VG Shama-
tor town, VG Shamator 
village, GHSS Shamator, 
St. Xavier (two contingents) 
and Christian High School 
Shamator took part. 

Drill display was pre-
sented by St. Xavier School 
followed by inauguration of  
stalls set up by neighbour-
ing seven villages VDBs. 
Lunsoberu Cultural Troupe 
Shamator, Dhopun Cultur-
al Troupe Shamator, Mong 
Tsupong Cultural Troupe 
Shamator and Lunkheberu 
Cultural Troupe Shamator 
presented cultural items. 
Tizit: Tizit observed the 
71st Independence Day 
with the Parliamentary Sec-
retary of Transport & Civil 
Aviation, P Paiwang Kon-
yak as the chief guest.

The chief  guest took 
salute from the march past 
contingents consisting of  
6th NAP Tizit, Village 
Guard Oting, NCC GHSS 

Tizit, GHSS Tizit, Unit 
School 6th NAP Tizit, Holy 
Angel school Tizit, David 
School Tizit, St Francis 
School  Tizit, Holy Trinity 
School Tizit  and M Jon 
School Tizit led by parade 
commander, ABI Vikato 
T. Sema

Other highlights includ-
ed PT drill display by stu-
dents of Holy Angel School 
and St. Francis School, 
traditional folk dance by 
Zangkham Union Tizit and 
Nokyan Union Tizit town.
Pfutsero: Pfutsero observed 
the Independence Day with 
the Advisor of Higher edu-
cation and NBHM, Deo 
Nukhu, as the chief  guest. 
He took the salute from 
nine parade contingents 
led by parade commander 
ABSI R Lotha and Second-
in-Command, Havildar Ze-
nusu Chakhesang.

The parade contingents 
included Platoon No.1 
DEF, Pfutsero, NCC Naza-
reth School, Bharat Scouts 
and Guides TMTHSS, 
Pfutsero Government Col-
lege, DIET Pfutsero, Gov-
ernment Higher Second-
ary School, Chakhesang 
Mission Higher Secondary 
School, Baptist School and 
Union Christian School.

Special numbers were 
presented by Baptist Theo-
logical College, Pfutsero, 
and Pfutsero Government 
College, indigenous song by 
CMHSS and patriotic item 
by JNV.
Sanis: Sanis observed the 
Independence Day with 
SDO (C) Sanis, Ruopsokuo-
tuo Noudi as the chief guest 
who unfurled the National 
Flag and delivered the In-
dependence Day speech. 
National Anthem was sung 
by students of Government 
High School Sanis. The 
programme was chaired 

by EAC Aitepyong, Imlia-
kum. 

The function was at-
tended by large number of  
government officials, public 
and students. The SDO (C) 
thanked all Government 
officials and public for at-
tending the programme and 
making the function a grand 
success.
Atoizu: Atoizu celebrated 
the 71st Independence Day 
with ADC Atoizu, Ari-
kumba as the chief  guest. 
The chief guest highlighted 
on the various initiatives 
undertaken by the State 
government for the uplift of  
the people.

Altogether seven pa-
rade contingents compris-
ing NCC 25 Coy GHS 
Atoizu, GHS boys Atoizu, 
GHS Girls Atoizu, St Peters 
School Atoizu boys and 
Girls participated in the 
programme. 

The programme was 
marked with presentation of  
men folk dance by Naghuto 
Old, women folk song by 
Naghuto New, choreogra-
phy by students of  GHS 
Atoizu, and choir song by 
students of St Peters School 
Atoizu.
Thonoknyu: Thonoknyu 
Sub Division observed the 
Independence Day unfurl-
ing of the National Flag at 
SDO (Civil) Office campus 
by Dobashi, Tuchiba. All 
the DBs, GBs, NP, NAP 
and government officials 
attended the flag hoisting 
programme.
Bhandari: Bhandari sub 
division celebrated the 71st 
Independence Day at the 
public ground Bhandari 
with N Thomas Ngullie, 
Parliamentary Secretary of  
Technical Education, as the 
chief guest. He unfurled the 
national flag and addressed 
the gathering.

The parade contingents 
comprised of 7th NAP Bat-
talion, DBS Bhandari, NCC 
GHS Bhandari, GHSS 
Bhandari and 7th NAP 
unit School.

The other highlights of  
the day included folk song 
presentations by Bhandari 
Town Eloe Hoho, Bhandari 
Village women group, As-
samese folk dance presented 
by Nagaland State Seed 
Farm Cultural Troupe and 
Football Exhibition Match 
between Service XI and 
Town XI Teams.
Medziphema: Medziphe-
ma observed the 71st In-
dependence Day with the 
Parliamentary Secretary of  
Municipal Affairs, Zhaleo 
Rio, as the chief guest. The 
chief guest unfurled the na-
tional flag and took the Ras-
triya Salute and inspected 
the parade contingents.

To mark the occasion, 
an exhibition football match 
was also played between 
Men’s (Government em-
ployees XI vs  Chakhroma 
Public Organization XI) 
and Women’s (Government 
Employees XI vs Chakhro-
miapfu MechuKrotho XI).  
Niuland: Niuland sub-di-
vision celebrated the 71st 
Independence Day with the 
Parliamentary Secretary of  
Irrigation and Flood Con-
trol, Tovihoto, as the chief  
guest. The chief  guest un-
furled the tri colour national 
flag, inspected the parade 
and took salute from the 13 
contingents.

The day was marked 
by cultural presentations 
by New Showuba village 
(men) and Toshiho village 
(women). Other entertain-
ment items were exhibited 
by Shepherd Montessori 
School, Reginald Hughes 
Shaw Memorial School, 
Godwill School Nikhekhu, 
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Make it work

T
he revival of  the Nagaland Pulp and Paper 
Company Limited has been around for nearly ten 
years now but the actual revival now seems bleak 
for various of  reasons but nothing definite where 

to point the finger at. The NPPCL was commissioned 
in 1982 and was running till the early nineties when 
it was closed down primarily due to on low production 
and under utilisation of  its capacity. The major problem 
was the shortage of  power supply. The first sanction for 
the revival was Rs. 552.44 crores  that was approved way 
back in 2007 but only 54.60 crores were released that also 
resulted in diversion of  funds. Yet another Rs. 679 crores 
were sanctioned by the government based on a new DPR 
for the revival in June, 2013 and Rs. 100 crore was released 
in September 2013. Again there was a diversion of  Rs. 60 
crores from the released amount. The government again 
in May 2016 assured to sanction Rs 30 crore to Hindustan 
Paper Corporation out of  which Rs 12 crore would be 
made available to NPPCL for clearing outstanding dues. 
This  was announced by the then chief  minister TR Zeliang 
himself. However the workers union recently claimed that 
the revival work was suspended in 2015. All is still not well 
and the recent blockade of  NH 61 by the workers union 
was due to the non payment of  salaries since November 
2016. Nevertheless, with every change in the minister or 
parliamentary secretary in charge of  the Industries and 
Commerce department in the state there seems to be some 
sort of  activity just to be forgotten after some time. A 
former bureaucrat and former Chairman of  NPPCL, TN 
Manen had earlier in 2015 viewed of  the casual attitude 
of  the officials of  HPC in the revival process. Moreover he 
had also highlighted various irregularities in the way the 
amount sanctioned was used and kept. There were also 
concerns of  the state government not being able to pay its 
shares. In retrospection, it was in 2015 that it was declared 
that the NPPCL will be fully commissioned by November 
2017 which now seems like a far cry. Unless the state 
government initiate some corrective measures, especially 
led by the 10 MLAs of  the district, the revival of  NPPCL 
will remain a distant dream. 

imran Khan | iaNs

ambrose J. Chakre

sammy Naga 

Flood-affected people, sheltering along a road, wait for food in Motihari district of Bihar on 
Thursday. PTI Photo

Spiritual growth occurs when faith is 
cultivated.

Each of us is an original from God’s hand. There are no self-
made men or women. No one ever became talented, buffed, 
or bright all by himself or herself. God made each of us all by 

Himself. He thought of us and formed us out of His unspeakable 
love.

God made your body, mind, and soul. And He isn’t done with 
you; He is still making you. His single-minded purpose is our ma-
turity: “He who began a good work in you will carry it on to com-
pletion until the day of Christ Jesus” (Phil. 1:6). God is making you 
braver, stronger, purer, more peaceful, more loving, less selfish—
the kind of person you’ve perhaps always wanted to be.

“[God’s] unfailing love continues forever and his faithfulness 
continues to each generation” (Ps. 100:5 nlt). God has always 
loved you (“forever” goes both ways), and He will be faithful to 
you to the end.

You’ve been given a love that lasts forever and a God who will 
never give up on you. That’s a good reason to have joy and to 
“come before him with joyful songs”! (v. 2).

If you can’t carry a tune, just give Him a shout-out: “Shout for 
joy to the Lord” (v. 1).

I’m grateful, Father, that You are at work in me. I find it dif-
ficult to change and I wonder sometimes how or if I ever will. 
Yet I know that You are continuing Your work in me and as I 

look back I will see the growth You are producing. Thank You!

You’re an Original

DAILY
PATH

BiBle Read:  Psalm 100  
ThoughT foR Today:

Know that the lord is God. It is he 
who made us, and we are his. 

~  Psalm 100:3

Protracted in inconsonance ef-
fortlessly endured and fatigued 
by, the lot of, during upon pur-
suance, it lingers faux pas if  

fictitious undeniably, our growth and 
transience has been in remission by its 
stretch and grip upon the fabric in every 
essence of  society where all and sundry 
nourishes to life. And although the cov-
etous may rain wrath of  valor it possess 
to accede participation of  designs all for 
glory for all and not merely a suppres-
sion as should some be perceived, none 
less in any realm it would be what still it 
is and shall be inked down for our brood 

and forth to come to, of  what it is. 
Assimilation shan’t be necessarily 

hindered if  price be self  obliteration of  
Nagas, but on other hand does remains 
it be; for proposer to assert that doom 
befall, if  not absorbed. For what shall 
come good be if  glory prevails neces-
sarily after confrontation by incessantly 
spilling lives for the dream that is to be 
bestowed upon all. Shan’t we not pro-
tract any longer the due progression 
with tranquillity but by consolidating 
the meek emotions of  the helpless lot, 
for which every proposer licitly pursue, 
humanely. For if  not for the lot then for 
whom is it being?

The protracted circumstances reign-
ing has projected itself  as though there 

is no coherent alternative other than 
obliteration beyond repair, but crux of  
the matter is that it only remains a phan-
tom, by our fear owing to mistrust and 
doubts. But have we to doubt our very 
brotherhood and the congregation of  
Naga dream, if  we are to have a thor-
ough perusal. For there’d be pitfalls in 
each one’s rendering; how hoodwinked 
we’d be if  we subjugate to our own fear 
and mirage, then climb over the façade 
that masters uncertainty. Uncertainty of  
wrath when there always was certainty 
of  possibilities. And deny however may 
we; but ultimately this incapacity to per-
ambulate prudence will detriment only 
but us.

The languor has peaked to magni-

tude of  our inconsistent attitude in lack-
ing geniality throughout the course of  
voyage we have embarked since our as-
piration for achieving laurels in society 
birthed. Lot has passed divest of  chance 
to perceive its embodiment, few lingers 
hopeful and apprehensive of  Time; that 
bothers not of  one’s posture and ticks; as 
it is its nature to care not of  one. Are we 
to be intrinsically so deluded that we vic-
timize our self  to the deceptive fallacy 
and wrath of  time, that we forsake our 
indiscrete authenticity of  us being soli-
tary, that we heed off  our ear from the 
utters of  silenced mass. As for the feeble 
mass, it could only be pastured to where 
the steering is propelled.   

(A personal view of  a Concerned Naga)

After the 91st Amendment of  the 10th Sched-
ule of  the Constitution of  India in 2003 
where merger of  Political Parties with the 
support of  2/3 elected members is allowed 

so as not to affect disqualification of  elected members, 
the State of  Nagaland also has had  its due share of  
history.

With the coming of  the 91st Amendment of  the 
Constitution of  India the supremacy of  the Political 
Party replaced the elected members’ supremacy.

By 2004, DAN-1 headed by Neiphiu Rio had al-
most doubled its numerical strength numbering to 32 
by way of  merging other parties with the NPF when 
7 Congress MLAs, 2 JDU, 4 NDM merged with the 
19 NPF MLAs. Due to downsizing in 2004, 19 NPF 
MLAs extended support to Z. Obed as the Chief  
Minister of  Nagaland and only 13 MLAs including 
Neiphiu Rio were in the Government. However, Party 
President, Dr. Shürhozelie Liezietsu was solidly behind 
Neiphiu Rio. Z. Obed with 19 NPF MLAs was sup-
ported by 13 Congress MLAs, 1 MLA from NDM, 1 
MLA from JDU and 3 Independent MLAs totalling 37 
MLAs. The BJP having 7 Members was divided. The 
NPF MLAs who were with Z. Obed could not succeed 
because the Party Whip hung over their head like the 
proverbial Damocles’ Sword, and they eventually re-
turned to the Party fold to support Neiphiu Rio.

In 2007, Tokheho took the initiative to topple 
Neiphiu Rio government and mastered the support 
of  13 NPF MLAs supported by 17 Congress MLAs, 
2 JDU MLAs, 3 Independent MLAs and 1 BJP MLA 
totalling 36 MLAs. Although the UPA Government 
was there in the Centre it could not install Tokheho’s 
Government because the 13 MLAs were disqualified 
for going against the Whip. The 3 Independent MLAs 

along with others resigned to enforce President’s Rule. 
That year, 2007, the Congress party refused to cel-
ebrate Christmas and New Year unless President Rule 
was imposed! Eventually on 3rd January 2008 Presi-
dent Rule was imposed in Nagaland. This is all be-
cause the majority number has to be backed by law and 
the Constitution. Tokheho could not succeed inspite of  
the number because he did not have the support of  the 
political party at that point of  time, namely, the NPF.

In 2014, when Neiphiu Rio decided to contest the 
Lok Sabha Election the Party declared whoever com-
mands the majority of  the NPF MLAs shall become 
the Chief  Minister to replace Rio. T.R. Zeliang had 
the support of  24 NPF MLAs, and Noke Wangnao 
was backed by then Chief  Minister Rio by 14 MLAs. 
The Party gave letter of  support to T. R. Zeliang and 
he was unanimously elected Leader of  the Legislature 
Party in the State Banquet Hall over a meeting called 
by Neiphiu Rio who was then the Leader of  the House 
and also the Leader of  the Legislature Party.

On 5th January, 2015, 22 NPF Members 
Camped at Sovima and demanded the resignation of  
T.R.Zeliang. G. Kaito Aye inspite of  the numerical 
majority could not move no confidence motion against 
the sitting Chief  Minister T.R.Zeliang since both of  
them were from the same political party. The BJP, by 
then increased to 4 members with the merger of  3 NCP 
MLAs, extended support to Kaito Aye. The Congress 
was having 8 MLAs and G. Kaito Group offered even 
4 Cabinet posts including Deputy Chief  Minister tot 
he Congress party. The Congress MLAs knew that 
under anti-defection Law the 22 NPF MLAs can only 
vote against the Government and earn disqualification 
since the political party was with the minority Group 
of  NPF MLAs headed by T.R.Zeliang. The 8 Congress 

MLAs and the 7 Independent MLAs chose to side with 
T.R. Zeling having the support of  the NPF Party. Sub-
sequently, 8 Congress MLAs merged with the NPF. 
The lone member of  NCP and also of  the JDU also 
merged with the NPF taking the total strength of  NPF 
to 48.

In the present crisis 37 NPF MLAs who have voted 
against the Party Whip on 21st July, 2017 cannot es-
cape disqualification under Para 2 (1)(b) of  the 10th 
Schedule of  the Constitution of  India.  Violation of  the 
constitution by one MLA or any number of  MLAs is 
the same and the number cannot escape disqualifica-
tion in the absence of  merger with another political 
party, which, in the instant case, did not happen.

The present government is unconstitutional and 
any unconstitutional government cannot function even 
for a day. The Chief  Minister, Ministers, Advisors and 
Parliamentary Secretaries telling the citizens that even 
if  it is unconstitutional they can delay the matter in 
the Court and run the Government,  is nothing but a 
slap on the face of  the Constitution of  India. And if  
the Constitution of  India is not made applicable to the 
state of  Nagaland, the Governor P.B. Acharya shall 
be solely responsible and the Government of  India at 
the Centre should disown the action of  the Governor. 
He, the Governor, should be recalled as in the case of  
former Arunachal Pradesh Governor Rajkhowa, and 
the unconstitutional TR government dismissed with-
out further delay so as to enhance confidence of  the 
citizens of  Nagaland in the Constitution of  India.

Issued by:
Media & Press Bureau,

Naga People’s Front, Central Headquarters,
Kohima: Nagaland

Sundari Devi and her family 
of  seven, including an elderly 
mother-in-law and children, are 
struggling to survive along an el-

evated road here for the last three days.
Authorities have failed to provide 

them a polythene or plastic sheet. Their 
roof  is the sky.

Sundari Devi is one of  the thou-
sands of  flood victims left in the lurch 
across 14 districts of  Bihar. 

“We are living in the open. There 
is no help yet from the government to 
provide even a makeshift shelter. We are 
covering ourselves with two polyester 
sarees,” said Sundari Devi.

Some of  the worst flood-hit areas 
are in Seemanchal, Koshi and Mithilan-
chal regions. 

Over 73 lakh people have been af-
fected by the Bihar floods. So far, 72 
people have died. Unconfirmed reports 
put the death toll to over 100.

“The sarees are hardly adequate 
to resist the heavy rains,” said Sundari 
Devi, in her late 30s. She is a resident of  
Shrirampur village in West Champaran 
district.

Her husband Ramsharan Mandal, a 
marginal farmer, said: “It all happened 
suddenly late on Monday night when 
flood waters inundated our village. The 
Gandak river breached the embank-
ment. We failed to carry anything as we 
escaped from our house.”

Not far away from Sundari Devi is 
another woman, Parmila Devi, seated 
with her family of  five and some rela-
tives.

Parmila Devi said there was nothing 

to protect them from the weather. “We 
are living under an open sky,” said the 
woman in her mid-40s.

Both women told IANS that more 
than men, it is the women, children 
and the elderly who face an uphill task 
coping with homelessness -- on roads, 
embankments or other high land amidst 
flood water.

“No one has come to us to offer 
help,” Parmila Devi said. Many like her 
have taken shelter along national and 
state highways to escape nature’s fury.

Rukhsana Khatoon and her eight-
member family are camping on a high 
rise embankment of  Kosi’s tributary in 
Purnea district. 

“We have no option. We have not re-
ceived any relief  from the government. 
In the last four days heavy rains have 
lashed us for hours. For most of  the 
nearly 500 people here, the situation is 
no different,” she said.

“We are at God’s mercy,” added her 
mother-in-law, Jasmun Nisha.

Only, the lucky ones have been able 
to take shelter in the relief  camps set up 
by the government in school and other 
buildings.

The Bihar government has set up 
504 relief  camps in which over one lakh 
flood victims have taken shelter, an of-
ficial said.

An official of  the state disaster man-
agement department admitted that there 
were thousands more who have been 
displaced and were living under the 
open sky.

“Tents and polythene sheets have 
been distributed to some. But there is 
a shortage of  both materials. Soon we 
will be able to provide both,” said the 
official.

Bihar Disaster Management Depart-
ment Principal Secretary Pratyaya Am-
rit said: “We have already speeded up 
relief  and will be providing polythene 
sheets to flood victims... We are pro-
viding dry ration including rice, potato, 
pulse, black gram and match boxes.”

Amrit said the government had de-
cided to set up more relief  camps and 
provide tents to ensure temporary shel-
ter for the flood victims till they return 
to their homes.

According to him, till date 274,320 
people have been evacuated and 116,138 
were in government shelters.

Chief  Minister Nitish Kumar has 
repeatedly directed the officials to speed 
up the rescue and relief  work. 

He has asked the Health Depart-
ment to arrange for medicines and in-
secticides like DDT sprays to check out-
break of  diseases once the flood water 
subsided.

Angry flood victims in Kishanganj, 
Araria, Katihar, West Champaran, 
Muzaffarpur and Purnea districts have 
staged protests by blocking roads in-
cluding national highways demanding 
relief.

The government has deployed four 
Army teams besides 22 NDRF and 15 
SDRF teams in relief  and rescue opera-
tions.

It has cancelled the leave of  doctors 
and health department officials in the af-
fected districts.

Prime Minister Naren-
dra Modi on Thurs-
day listened to ideas 

of  over 200 young entrepre-
neurs for transforming the 
country and said that every 
citizen has to contribute to 
create a New India by 2022.

Addressing a gather-
ing of entrepreneurs at the 
“Champions of Change” 
conclave organised by the 
NITI Aayog, Modi said the 
government cannot run a big 
country like India without 
contributions of its people.

“In our country, govern-
ment may create a system 
but development is fuelled 
by efforts and sacrifices 
made by its people,” he said.

The Prime Minister also 
expressed regret that corrup-
tion had been institution-
alised in India and said the 
government cannot stop it 
without making counter-

institutional arrangements.
“Time has changed and 

we need to change the sys-
tem as well.

“Our government is try-
ing to create such institu-
tional arrangements that if  
people falter, the system will 
take care of  the situation,” 
Modi said.

During the event, he 
listened to ideas of  several 
young entrepreneurs and 
said he would explore the 
possibility of  connecting 
them with the ministries 
concerned.

“For example those of  
you who are working on the 
digital platform, if  you can 
offer time and sit with the 
government officials work-
ing on Digital India.... this 
would be a big contribution,” 
the Prime Minister said.

He added that he wanted 
to create an annual institu-

tional mechanism for im-
plementation of  the ideas 
emerging from this event 
and also to come up with 
new ideas.

Modi said the people in 
the government are over 50-
55 years old while the young 
entrepreneurs had fresh 
“younger than 30 years old” 
ideas.

“I want to connect the 
two and this (event) is the 
beginning of  that.

“As much as the we (the 
government and the young 
entrepreneurs) get con-
nected to each other, the 
faster can we move towards 
change,” he said. 

Modi said different peo-
ple across the nation have 
different strengths and “if  
these scattered powers come 
together, it can lead to a big 
change”.

Source: IANS

Be de Rigueur Within obliteration? 

Supremacy of the Party

Thousands Living Under Open Sky in Flood-Hit Bihar

Every Indian Has to Contribute 
Towards New India: PM Modi

“If I forget you, O Jerusalem, may 
my right hand forget its skill. May 

my tongue cling to the roof of my 
mouth if  I do not remember you, if  I 
do not consider Jerusalem my high-
est joy”. Psalm 137:5,6

Have you ever been where there 
are weeping and mourning? There 
will be none who had never been and 
Israel’s fall not only caused Jerusa-
lem’s ruin but it also invited evil at-
tacks against them. The strangeness 
of this is that as it was written before 
it happened, the fulfilment of it was 
exactly as it was written. The mystery 
of the scripture is such that in seeing 
a revelation, new revelations arises 
and in seeing visions greater myster-
ies are made known. This is what it 
is as the fall was predicted so was the 
restoration. The history of Gods own 
nation had its ups and downs, highs 
and lows and we see clearly of what 
became of them in their sins and 
what became of us in our sins. 

The prophets who wrote of Jeru-
salem’s fall saw with their own eyes 
of its fulfillment and as the scriptures 
are God’s own breathe, every line, 
verse speaks to us of what we are 
and must be. Though God chose us 
as His own often in sin we tend to 
go astray, in sin we displease God. 
The truth of us and Jerusalem is, 
as in its fall she was never forsaken, 
never are we. This is what it is, God 
honours the covenant, we often don’t 
and though God calls us his beloved, 
we often fail to know the depths of  
God’s love. The elect must know 
that as we are God’s own the desire 
to rise in faith and love must be on. 
Thus the prayers of the saints must 
be as the scriptures are and our spir-
its must be consumed by God’s love. 
And if  we ever forget this we will 
only be hurting God, wounding our 
integrity as we remember God and 
the scriptures. The hearts of the elect 
must be in the scriptures as they fix 
their eyes on the truth. The love of  
God is a mystery.

If I Do Not Consider 
Jerusalem My Highest Joy
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Today’s AsTro-prediCTion

Aries (MAr 21 - Apr 19): If  there is some-
thing you need to fight for, this is the time to 
do it, Aries. For a while now you’ve been do-
ing research on the best way to proceed. The 

time has come to take action. You have an extra boost 
of  vitality, and your warrior instinct is strong. You feel 
like a volcano ready to expel boiling hot lava. Trust and 
follow your instincts.

TAurus (Apr 20 - MAy 20): You may 
not feel in the mood to fight today, Taurus. 
If  someone challenges you, talk your way out 
of  it. You will probably be able to win any 

battle with your words. Try sensitive reasoning instead 
of  open combat. Listen carefully to the concerns of  the 
opposing side and make your move accordingly. This 
isn’t a contest. It’s a conversation among friends.

GeMini (MAy 21 - Jun 21): Take pride 
in your nurturing instincts, Gemini. Rescue 
an injured bird or join a conservation group. 
Do something to help save the whales. Take 

a more active role in the preservation of  the planet. Be-
come a concerned citizen who regularly speaks out for 
what you believe in. Don’t let other people’s political 
agendas get in the way of  your true purpose.

CAnCer (Jun 22 - Jul 22): Something 
or someone may urge you to make a major 
move, Cancer. Be sure you make it in the 
right direction. Remember that strength lies 

in numbers. To conquer, people must unite. Factions of  
people continuing to fight among themselves only ag-
gravate the problem. The key is to accept one another’s 
differences and work together on the larger issues that 
affect us all.

leo (Jul 23 - AuG 22): Your ego is strong 
today, Leo, and you have a strong will. This is 
a good time to put your plan for world domi-
nation into effect. Be sure you channel your 

powerful emotions into positive outlets. Create rather than 
destroy. Energy that isn’t used in a positive way will end 
up manifesting as accidents or hostility toward people who 
don’t deserve it.

VirGo (AuG 23 - sep 22): Focus more of  
your power on your home and family life, Virgo. 
Take care of domestic issues and stick to house-
hold chores and duties. The more you do to your 

home, the more others will be inspired to pitch in and help. 
You may find it difficult to connect with certain people, so 
it might be best to give yourself some time alone.

librA (sep 23 - oCT 22): Don’t be surprised 
if  emotions flare up between you and someone 
close on a professional or social level, Libra. 
The issue may be difficult to resolve now. Peo-

ple feel rather sensitive. If  they hear something they don’t 
like, especially an opinion that may seem too critical, 
they’re likely to shut down. You might want to consider 
saving anything of  a sensitive nature for tomorrow.

sCorpio (oCT 23 - noV 21): People may 
be coming on strong, but you will be right there 
to meet them with an equally powerful rebuttal, 
Scorpio. The problem is, the person who con-

fronts you is talking about apples and you’re talking about 
oranges. Get off your soapbox for a minute and listen to 
the real issue. Don’t get caught in misunderstandings or 
things could backfire later.

sAGiTTArius (noV 22 - DeC 21): If  
something doesn’t make sense to you, Sagittar-
ius, question it. Be strong and confident. Don’t 
let others take advantage of  your sensitive and 

nurturing personality. Your general tendency is to give 
more than you receive, but this may leave you feeling de-
pleted. Put an end to this cycle. Be conscious of  how you 
distribute your energy. Do something for yourself.

CApriCorn (DeC 22 - JAn 19): Try to 
control your aggression, Capricorn. People are 
likely to be a bit more sensitive than usual. You 
can use your powerful nature in positive ways 

by turning your energy inward and conquering the de-
mons within. It may feel like others are trying to put a 
monkey wrench in your gears, so be careful.

AquArius (JAn 20 - Feb 18): It’s time 
to be more aggressive regarding your needs, 
Aquarius. Think of  your heart as a powerful 
muscle that needs a tough workout. You’ll 

want to surround yourself  with positive people who be-
lieve in you and support your efforts. Pump yourself  up 
with vitality and self-confidence. Make time for exercise 
and meditation. Bring more balance and harmony to 
your life.

pisCes (Feb 19 - MAr 20): You’re in the 
hot seat today, Pisces. Other people might put 
you on the spot for no apparent reason. This 
uncomfortable feeling could lead to tension if  

you overreact. Be careful that you have all the facts on the 
issue before you react. The whole situation may be a big 
misunderstanding. Maintain a level head tempered with 
kindness and respect.

This week, India celebrates 70 years of  independ-
ence. The tricolour flag, perhaps the most tangi-
ble and potent symbol of  freedom from colonial 
servitude, is on particularly full display.

Few weeks ago, a rally was organised in Delhi under a 
2,200-foot-long tricolour. At Attari, on the border of  India 
and Pakistan, the tallest Indian flag in the country was 
recently mounted atop a 360-foot-high pole. Last year, 
Purnia, a town in northern State of  Bihar, had a 7.1-kilo-
metre-long tricolour. Size, it turns out, does matter.

Flag-waving also occupies a wide range of  terrains, 
from banal street corners and sports matches to movie 
screens, in a display of  both fervour and pride. The song 
“Maula Mere Le Le Meri Jaan” from the Hindi movie 
Chak De India (2007) is one such moment:

“Teeja tera rang thaa main to teeja tere dhang se main 
to”, it intones, reflecting on the flag’s green shade: “I was 
your third colour, the one as fashioned by you”.

Such spectacles generally come wrapped in the visual 
vocabulary of  majoritarian politics, wherein the voices 
and concerns of  the largest community dominate. Loy-
alty to the flag is never sui generis; its citizens must be 
inculcated to display and demonstrate patriotism in this 
specific way.

The vivid shades of  the Indian tricolour actually have 
a secret subaltern history, a genealogy that has been large-
ly forgotten. As India celebrates its independence from 
Britain, it’s a story worth remembering.
A symbol with a forgotten history
We begin this brief  history with an official document 
called Specification for the National Flag of  India (Cot-
ton Khadi), in which the Bureau of  Indian Standards 
prescribes that the Indian national flag shall be a tricol-
our consisting of  three rectangular (sub)panels of  equal 
widths.

The specified colours are “India saffron”, “white” and 

“India green”. At the centre is a design of  the Ashoka 
Chakra, the “wheel of  peaceful change” associated with a 
legendary ancient emperor Ashoka from the third century 
BCE. The wheel is in navy blue, the document says, before 
going into great technical detail on other aspects of  the 
national flag.

Two obvious questions arise here. Firstly, why do 
we call it a three-colour flag? Why has blue been erased 
from our cognitive frame when we think about the colour 
scheme of  India’s national flag?

And, second, this document does not tell us anything 
about meanings, social significance and popular percep-
tions pertaining to these four shades. We must go back in 
time to understand their origins.
blue, the colour of revolt and dalit politics
In the popular memory of  colonial period, blue is the col-
our of  resistance. Commonly associated with indigo, the 
shade owes its political imagery from the “Indigo revolt” 
(Nil vidroha), a peasant uprising against the white Indigo 
planters in 1859-60 in Bengal.

Later, in 1917, the country witnessed another massive 
peasant mobilisation of  indigo growers, this time in the 
northern state of  Bihar. This event was transformative 
even for Mahatma Gandhi, who shifted his political at-
tention from urban centres to rural landscapes of  suffering 
and exploitation under the colonial regime.

It would be a fitting tribute to Gandhi and those re-
bellious peasants that the charka, or wheel, in the centre 
of  the flag is in navy blue. But the wheel is bereft of  Ma-
hatma’s spindle.

“India as a nation can live and die only for the spin-
ning wheel”, he often claimed, and this symbol occupied 
a central position in the model of  Swaraj, or self  govern-
ance, laid out in his book Indian Home Rule.

In 1931, the Indian National Congress adopted it to 
don India’s pre-Independence flag as an emblem of the 
anti-colonial movement.

But in July 1947, just before independence, the charkha 

was replaced with the Ashokan wheel (chakra) in the de-
sign of  India’s national flag. This irked Gandhi, who said 
he would “refuse to salute the flag” if  it did not contain 
the charka. There’s also the eerie silence about navy blue, 
which compels us to confront the deep political prejudices 
of  Indian politics. That’s because its roots trace back to 
the dalit, to lower-caste politics. India’s most famous dalit 
icon, a contemporary of  Gandhi and Jawaharlal Nehru, 
Dr. Bhimrao Ramji Ambedkar, is always portrayed wear-
ing a blue coat. Blue is still the colour of  dalit politics in 
modern India, too.

Is it a mere coincidence that the colour of  the Ashokan 
wheel in the Indian national flag, navy blue, remains un-
counted when we talk about the “tricolour flag”? Or does 
this gesture perhaps reveal a deep grudge against dalit 
politics and subaltern voices? 
White for minorities
Another colour that deserves more attention in any story 
of  the flag is white. In the aforementioned official docu-
ment, while saffron and green are affixed with the word 
“Indian”, bestowing them a sense of  rootedness and spe-
cific history, white has been denied similar cultural milieu.

Instead, it is perceived only in the universal vocabulary 
as representing peace and humanism. Why this erasure of  
particularities?

White is perhaps the most difficult shade when it 
comes to telling a tale. From the bridal trousseau of  
Christian tradition to the Himalayan snow capped Mount 
Kailasha, where, in poet Kalidasa’s Sanskrit classic Meg-
hadutam, it represents the laugh of  Hindu god Shiva, to 
the ubiquitous caging in the monochromatic uniform of  
Hindu widowhood, the colour white is a canvas spread 
wide.

For Gandhi in 1921, while the flag’s red and green 
symbolised Hindu and Muslim communities, respectively, 
white was to represent all the minority communities put 
together. In his scheme, they were to be protected by the 
other two.

red and saffron
Soon, however, his own party, the Indian national Con-
gress, officially distanced itself  from this direct connection 
between colour and community. This was particularly im-
portant in the aftermath of  violence between Muslims and 
Hindus communities that had gripped the country in the 
1920s.

Secular leaders (including the future prime minister 
Jawaharlal Nehru) championed saffron as a colour of  val-
our, an ancient colour, and underplayed its popular asso-
ciation with right wing Hindu organisation, the Rashtriya 
Swayam Sevak Sangh and to the 17th-century Maratha 
warrior king Shivajji.

Yet to this day, the colour remains well associated with 
Hinduism and with Hindutva, an ideology that promotes 
an essentialist vision of  Hinduism. We have forgotten 
that saffron also came to India through minority religious 
traditions, including Buddhism, and via other ascetic reli-
gious movements, like ancient Shramanic traditions.

It is rather ironic that in today’s aggressive national-
ism, India has completely forgotten the minority histories 
of  these colours.
bypassing the green
The amnesia acquires a sinister property considering 
that the outgoing vice president, Hamid Ansari, recently 
voiced his anxiety pertaining to the vulnerability of  mi-
nority communities in contemporary India.

In the song from the film Chak De India, this anxiety 
is palpable. Premised upon the popular equation of  green 
with Islam, the lyrics refer to green as the third colour, 
using the past tense – “I was your third colour” – lament-
ing the Muslim’s community’s growing marginalisation in 
contemporary India.

This erasure from the present, green’s exile into the 
past, calls for deep introspection.

(Sadan Jha is the author of  Reverence, Resistance and 
Politics of  Seeing the Indian National Flag (Cambridge 

University Press, 2016))

Scientists of  the Indian Space 
Research Organisation 
(ISRO) have sent spacecraft 
towards the Moon and Mars 

-- and now have their sights on Ve-
nus.

But ISRO is yet to develop a 
satellite-based early warning system 
(EWS) for landslides like the one that 
buried 50 people at Kotrupi village in 
Himachal Pradesh on August 13 or 
the June 2013 Kedarnath landslide 
in Uttarakhand that killed 5,700, and 
many more in the past that have tak-
en a heavy toll of  human life.

Only three months ago, the Char 
Dham Yatra to Badrinath got dis-
rupted after a massive landslide.

According to a study by the Geo-
logical Survey of  India (GSI), 12.6 
per cent of  India’s landmass falls 
under the landslide-prone hazard-
ous zone and eight per cent of  glo-
bal landslide fatalities are reported in 
India. The study stressed the urgent 

need for an EWS that can “at least 
predict where the landslides will hap-
pen”.

After the Uttarakhand disaster, 
the GSI itself  had started a landslide 
zoning project to create a map of  In-
dia on the basis on landslide suscepti-
bility but said the project is expected 
to be completed only by 2020.

In 2014, ISRO had announced 
it was developing an “experimen-
tal EWS for rainfall-triggered land-
slides” along the pilgrimage-route 
corridors leading to Gangotri, Badri-
nath and Kedarnath, as well as along 
the Pithoragarh-Malpa route in Ut-
tarakhand.

But this system has not yet been 
implemented. It is still in the evalua-
tion stage and its reliability needs to 
established with actual occurrences 
of  landslides, according to ISRO 
sources.

Meanwhile scientists in China 
and elsewhere report successful devel-
opment of  EWS for rainfall-triggered 
landslides taking advantage of  the 
dramatic advances in satellite-based 

precipitation estimation, high-resolu-
tion imagery, and elevation maps.

Chinese scientists recently re-
ported development of  a space-based 
EWS for landslides that uses satellite 
data to accurately map the move-
ment of  the earth before a landslide. 

The research findings were presented 
at a symposium in Copenhagen on 
June 27.

The team from the China Acade-
my of  Space Technology and Britain’s 
Newcastle University has been track-
ing the massive landslide triggered by 

heavy rain that buried the mountain 
village of  Xinmo in southwestern Si-
chuan province on June 24.

Using ESA’s Sentinel-1 satellite 
radar mission -- which comprises a 
constellation of  two polar-orbiting 
satellites -- the research team was 
able to capture before and after im-
ages of  the landslides, identifying 
the source of  the landslide and also 
its boundaries, the researchers an-
nounced at the symposium.

“Going forward, we can use 
this information to set up real-time 
monitoring systems for those sites 
and whenever we detect abnormal 
behavior, the system can send out an 
early warning message,” said Profes-
sor Zhenhong Li of  Newcastle Uni-
versity.

According to the research team, 
the data suggested that this land had 
been sliding for at least six months be-
fore it failed. By detecting the move-
ment at the very early stage of  a land-
slide, EWS can save lives, they said.

Ultimately, the team hopes to use 
the technology to detect and map ac-

tive landslides in the whole region of  
southwest China, and then build a 
landslide database.

An EWS utilising data from 
NASA satellites is also reported to 
have been developed to predict rain-
fall-induced landslides over Indone-
sia’s Java island. The system’s predic-
tion performance has been evaluated 
using a local landslide inventory.

Advances in satellite imaging, 
mapping and rainfall estimations 
have made it possible for the Hydro-
logic Research Center, a nonprofit 
research corporation, to implement 
an EWS for the whole of  Central 
America, where 128 landslides had 
occurred between 2004 and 2013, 
killing 2,730 people.

The system was validated in Oc-
tober 2015 when heavy rains trig-
gered a landslide in Guatemala, kill-
ing at least 280 people and burying 
parts of  a village.
(K.S. Jayaraman is a senior journalist 
who writes on scientific issues. He can 

be contacted at kilugudi@hotmail.com)

The combination of  declining 
birth rates, increased lon-
gevity and growing propor-
tions of  the elderly is raising 

serious economic questions around 
the world. New Delhi: While rapid 
population growth may be the defin-
ing feature of  the 20th century, with 
world population nearly quadrupling 
from 1.6 to 6.1 billion, the hallmark 
of  the 21st century is likely to be pop-
ulation ageing.

The consequences of the popula-
tion ageing are reverberating across 
the globe. The evolving transitions 
to older populations are challenging 
the existing world order and impact-
ing virtually every aspect of society, 
including economic activity, invest-
ments, politics, taxation, education, 
housing, household/family structure, 
retirement and healthcare services.

Throughout much of human his-
tory population age structures were 
comparatively young. In the past cen-
tury, for example, the percent elderly, 
those aged 65 years and older, aver-
aged around 5%. In striking contrast, 
the proportion elderly will more than 
triple during the 21st century, reach-

ing close to one-quarter of the world’s 
population.

Although substantial differences in 
national age structures are evident to-
day, countries are heading to the same 
irreversible destination: significantly 
older populations. For example, the 
G20 countries, which together repre-
sent more than 60% of world popula-
tion, are well along in the process of  
momentous ageing transformations of  
the 21st century.

Nearly all the G20 countries are 
expected to have no less than one-
quarter of their populations aged 65 
years and older by 2100. And eight 
of those countries, including China, 
Germany, Italy and Japan, are project-
ed to have one-third or more of their 
population elderly by the close of the 
century.

As women make up the majority 
of the elderly in nearly all countries, 
population ageing will affect women 
more than men. For example, in coun-
tries such as Japan, Portugal, Singa-
pore and South Korea, the proportion 
of the female population aged 65 years 
and older is expected to reach 40% 
during the 21st century. Given that 
women typically survive their part-
ners, many elderly women will need 
care and assistance, especially the 

growing numbers living alone.
Another clear indicator of  the 

unprecedented population ageing 
underway worldwide is the Historic 
Reversal, or the demographic turning 
point when children (0 to 14 years) in 
a population become fewer than its 
elderly (65 years and older). The His-
toric Reversal first occurred in 1995 
in Italy.

Today some 30 countries have 
experienced the Historic Reversal, in-
cluding Canada, France, Germany, 
Greece, Japan, Spain and the United 
Kingdom.  In 2075, and for the first 
time in human history, the world’s 
population will go through the His-
toric Reversal with the elderly increas-
ingly outnumbering children.

Lower mortality rates and living 
longer increase the numbers of elderly. 
But the primary driver of population 
ageing is fertility. Low fertility results 
in age structures having relatively 
fewer children, a growing concern of  
many governments, and compara-
tively more elderly. In addition, the 
faster the decline from high to low fer-
tility levels, such as has taken place in 
China, the more rapid the transition to 
older population age structures.

Fertility rates below the replace-
ment level of about two births per 

woman also mean declining popula-
tions for many countries, especially 
those with limited immigration. Today 
more than 80 countries, accounting for 
nearly half of the world’s population, 
have fertility levels below replacement, 
including China, US, Brazil, Russia, 
Japan, Vietnam, Germany, Iran, Thai-
land and the United Kingdom.

The combination of declining 
birth rates, increased longevity and 
growing proportions of the elderly is 
raising serious economic questions 
and fiscal concerns within many 
countries. In particular, population 
ageing is resulting in growing financial 
stresses on government-sponsored re-
tirement, pension and healthcare pro-
grams that are challenging the sustain-
ability of those programs.

When Germany’s Chancellor 
Otto von Bismarck in 1889 and US 
President Franklin D. Roosevelt in 
1935 established their respective pay-
as-you-go retirement programs, their 
countries had in excess of ten people 
in the working ages per elderly per-
son. Today those ratios have declined 
to less than a handful of people in 
the working ages per older person. In 
short, fewer workers are supporting 
more retirees.

In addition to rising old-age de-

pendency, declines in the proportions 
of young workers are believed to have 
negative consequences on innovation. 
Recent studies report that ageing pop-
ulations lead to declines in innovation 
activity. When combined with ageing 
impact on savings and investment, de-
clines in innovation have serious im-
plications for the growth of GDP.

Governments with extensive so-
cial programs for the elderly, such as 
income support, healthcare services 
and social benefits, are experiencing 
escalating costs as the numbers of  
elderly grow rapidly and the duration 
of  support lengthens. Loathe to rais-
ing taxes, governmental attempts to 
address the escalating costs of  those 
programs have by and large focused 
on adjustments in retirement ages, 
benefits, contribution rates and sav-
ings plans.

Those adjustments alone, howev-
er, are likely to be insufficient to cover 
the rising costs. Shortfalls in many 
programs for the elderly will need to 
be financed by general tax revenue. 
This in turn may negatively impact 
economic growth and overall societal 
wellbeing if  governments divert their 
current spending from education, in-
frastructure investments and social 
welfare to programs for the elderly.

As consumption varies over the 
human life cycle, population ageing is 
also bringing about noteworthy chang-
es in the demand for goods and serv-
ices. The prevalence and overall costs 
for health services and care giving, for 
example, can be expected to increase 
as populations become older.

Housing and household struc-
tures are also being affected by popu-
lation ageing.  In the past and con-
tinuing in some developing countries, 
elderly persons generally lived with 
adult children and grandchildren. 
With rising levels of  urbanization, in-
creasingly neither the elderly nor their 
adult children are choosing to live to-
gether, but prefer separate households 
with proximity.

Population ageing is certainly a 
significant human achievement, the 
result of smaller family sizes, lower 
mortality rates and increased longev-
ity. However, this notable achievement 
comes with both challenges and op-
portunities for governments, business-
es, organizations and private citizens. 
Those able to recognize and adjust to 
the 21st century’s demographic trans-
formation are far more likely to benefit 
and prosper than those who ignore or 
dismiss the momentous consequences 
of population ageing.

Minority Histories of the indian national Flag

How Satellites Can Prevent Fatalities From Landslides

population Ageing is one of the Greatest Challenges Facing the 21st Century
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Nail artist Murari Aditya, 75 years, shows his 38 inch long nails, 
at his residence in Kolkata on Thursday. Murari Aditya has been 
growing his nails for 31 years and has also made an entry to Guin-
ness Book of World Record in 1975. PTI Photo

President Ram Nath Kovind addresses during the presentation of 
National Safety Awards (Mines) for the years 2013 & 2014, in New 
Delhi on Thursday.

PTI

News iN Brief
Apache attack helicopters cleared 
for Army
New Delhi, August 17 (IANS): The Defence 
Acquisition Council on Thursday cleared a proposal 
to buy six Apache attack helicopters for the Indian 
Army at a cost of around Rs 4,168 crore. The AH-64E 
Apache helicopters will come with associated equipment 
including spares, training and ammunition. The DAC 
also cleared a proposal to buy two sets of gas turbines 
from Ukraine for two Grigorovich class ships being built 
in Russia for India. The gas turbines will be bought by 
India from Ukraine due to the ongoing tension between 
the two nations -- Russia and Ukraine. Their cost is Rs 
490 crore.

Next ‘Mann Ki Baat’ to air on Aug 27
New Delhi, August 17 (IANS): Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi on Thursday urged people to share ideas 
for his ‘Mann Ki Baat’ radio programme scheduled to 
air on August 27. “This month’s ‘Mann Ki Baat’ will 
take place on 27th August. Share your ideas for it on the 
NM (Narendra Modi) mobile app,” the Prime Minister 
tweeted.  This would be the 35th episode of Mann Ki 
Baat, a monthly radio programme on which the Prime 
Minister addresses the nation.

Bomb hoax at Delhi High Court
New Delhi, August 17 (IANS): Police searched the 
Delhi High Court complex on Thursday after an 
anonymous caller warned a bomb will explode in the 
premises. It turned out to be a hoax, police said. The 
Police Control Room received the call just before 11 a.m. 
A bomb squad and fire tenders reached the spot. After 
three hours, the call was declared a hoax. The telephone 
call was traced to a phone number registered in western 
Uttar Pradesh, a police officer said.

Man arrested for stealing 
tomatoes worth Rs 57,000
Mumbai, August 16 (PTI): A man has been arrested for 
stealing tomatoes worth over Rs 57,000 from a vegetable 
market in suburban Dahisar last month. Radheshyam 
Gupta (54) allegedly stole 900 kg of the vegetable from a 
shop on the night of July 18, transporting away the loot 
in a tempo, police said. Police examined CCTV footage 
of the area, questioned several vegetables suppliers and 
zeroed in on Gupta, who was arrested from his house in 
Kurla yesterday evening.

Pregnant woman asked to leave 
hospital, delivers child in e-rick
Saharanpur, August 16 (PTI): A pregnant woman in 
Saharanpur was allegedly asked to leave from a hospital 
here in the middle of  the night by the staff, following 
which she gave birth to a boy in an e-rickshaw, the police 
said today. While Munawar’s husband was taking her in 
an e-rickshaw to another hospital, she gave birth to the 
boy in the vehicle. She was admitted to a private hospital 
later. Her husband lodged a complaint with the police 
and demanded action against the hospital, Mishra said.

Pay Rs 10L compensation to 
destitute rape victim: SC to Bihar
New Delhi, August 17 (PTI): The Supreme Court 
today directed the Bihar government to pay Rs 10 lakh 
compensation to a destitute woman who was allegedly 
raped and not allowed to abort her 26-week pregnancy 
after a medical board’s opinion. The victim’s counsel 
had earlier told the apex court that the woman deserved 
compensation from the Bihar Government as she 
had gone to the Patna Medical College and Hospital 
(PMCH) to get her pregnancy terminated when she was 
in the 17th week of pregnancy. The court was dealing 
with the case of  a 35-year-old HIV-positive destitute 
woman, who was allegedly raped on the streets of Patna 
and is now 26 weeks pregnant. According to the plea, 
the hospital refused to admit the woman owing to lack 
of identity proof.

Inquiry blames firm for disrupting 
oxygen supply to Gorakhpur hospital
Lucknow/Gorakhpur, August 17 (PTI): An inquiry 
by the Gorakhpur district administration has held a 
Lucknow-based firm responsible for disrupting oxygen 
supply to the BRD Medical College. The inquiry, into 
the supply of oxygen to the hospital on August 10 when 
23 children died, also alleged that there was “financial 
anomaly” and overwriting in the log books. However, 
chief  medical officer Dr Ravindra Kumar, part of  the 
panel, told PTI that the deaths were not due to lack of  
oxygen. It also recommended an audit and a high level 
probe by the medical education department. CMO Dr 
Kumar said the five-member committee was constituted 
to find out whether the deaths on August 10 were 
actually caused by lack of oxygen. Though the report 
confines itself  to the events on August 10, the hospital 
has been in the spotlight for the deaths of 30 children 
in a span of 48 hours. Since August 1, 71 persons have 
died of encephalitis in the state-run Gorakhpur facility.

CBI books railway officials, pvt 
company for using old notes
New Delhi, August 17 (PTI): The CBI has booked 
two North Central Railway officials, an assistant 
divisional finance manager and a cashier, for allegedly 
allowing a private company to deposit Rs 32 lakh in 
old demonetised notes. According to the CBI FIR, 
Vishakha Facilities Management Pvt Ltd was awarded 
a contract amounting Rs 6.42 crore on October 19 last 
for mechanised cleaning of  train coaches en route to 
Kanpur Station for three years. According to the CBI, 
Ansari and Yadav abused their official position as public 
servant and in connivance with the company cheated 
the central government by depositing the performance 
guarantee in old invalidated currency notes thus 
allowing undue pecuniary gains to the company.

Police detain Akhilesh Yadav on 
way to attend protest rally
Unnao (UP), August 17 (PTI): Samajwadi Party (SP) 
president Akhilesh Yadav was today detained by the 
police here when he was on his way to Auraiya to 
attend a protest rally. Yadav, who was later released and 
allowed to go to Lucknow, attacked the Yogi Adityanath 
government in the state alleging that it was misusing 
state machinery. This dictatorial attitude with the help 
of police will not be tolerated, Yadav said. “The BJP is 
only doing politics over cow,” he claimed. Yesterday, 
the police had detained some senior SP leaders after 
workers allegedly turned violent at not being allowed 
to accompany their candidate for the zila panchayat 
chairperson’s post to the nomination room in the 
Auraiya collectorate.

India can face China, Pak but 
threat is from inside: Farooq

Workers safety paramount, move to a culture of prevention: Prez

The country now wants ‘Sach Bharat’, says Rahul 

10-year-old Chandigarh rape 
victim delivers girl child

Palaniswami announces 
inquiry into Jaya’s death

Punjab: Swine flu claims 15 lives

Bihar flood worsens, toll rises to 98 

Trinamool sweeps 
Bengal civic polls

New Delhi, August 17 (PTI): India 
could face China and Pakistan but 
somebody within the country was de-
termined to spoil everything, National 
Conference leader Farooq Abdullah 
said today without naming anyone.

Addressing opposition leaders, 
who came together for the ‘Sanjhi 
Virasat Bachao’ (save our compos-
ite culture) meeting hosted by rebel 
JD(U) leader Sharad Yadav, the 
former Jammu and Kashmir chief  
minister also spoke on the situation 
in the Valley.

India can face China and Pakistan 
but unfortunately today the threat is 
from inside not from outside.” 

“Andar koi chor baitha hua hai 

jo hamara beda garak kar raha hai 
(There is a thief  sitting inside who is 
determined to spoil everything),” Ab-
dullah added in an apparent broadside 
against the Centre.

Talking about Kashmir and Kash-
miris, he said some people were trying 
to question their nationality.

“Who are they to ask us about our 
nationality? We Kashmiris chose India 
over Pakistan during Partition because 
India guarantees equality. And I say it 
with pride that I am an Indian Mus-
lim,” he said.

“They are talking about unity 
(uniting the people) but are they 
creating the atmosphere for it? They 
talk a lot but lack in action,” Abdul-

lah added.
Prime Minister Narendra Modi 

had reached out to Kashmiris in his 
Independence Day speech and sought 
a peaceful resolution to the problems 
in the Valley.

The Kashmir problem cannot be 
resolved by either bullets or by abuses. 
It can be resolved by embracing all 
Kashmiris, Modi had said.

Expressing grief  over the situation 
in the region, Abdullah said, “We are 
loyal but it is painful that they are not 
large hearted.” 

An all party delegation came to 
Kashmir to evaluate the situation there 
and also gave its report but nothing 
had been done on that, he added.

New Delhi, August 17 
(PTI): Asserting that work-
ers safety in mining is para-
mount and cannot be com-
promised, President Ram 
Nath Kovind today said 
the country needs to move 
strongly towards culture of  
prevention from culture of  
reaction.

“Safety of  workers in 
the field of  mining is non- 
negotiable and of  absolute 
importance...Human safety 
and lives must always come 
first. They are always the 
priority. For this we have to 
move even more strongly 
to a culture of  prevention 
from a culture of reaction,” 
the president said at the 
National Safety Awards 
(Mines) presentation.

He said India is en-
dowed with an impressive 
mineral wealth and the sec-
tor contributes 2.6 per cent 
of  the national GDP, pro-
viding direct employment 
to over one million people 
on a daily average basis and 
is key to economic growth.

Terming minerals and 
natural resources critical 
for Indias economic devel-
opment, the president said 
the extraction and manage-
ment of minerals have to be 
integrated into the countrys 

overall strategy for nation 
building and urged the in-
dustry to achieve higher 
professional standards to 
reach “zero harm” level.

Meeting required safety 
standards for mining is not 
an easy task, he said, adding 
the Indian mining industry 
has progressed appreciably 
in production and produc-
tivity through intensive 
mechanisation and adop-
tion of new technology.

“Never before in its long 
history has the Indian min-
ing industry experienced 
such revolutionary change, 
at such an accelerated pace. 
It is crucial that safety 
norms for mining workers 
and mining operations keep 
pace,” the president said.

Apart from this concept 
of  self-regulation, workers 
participation in safety man-
agement and safety man-
agement systems have come 
to be institutionalised in the 
mining industry and there 
has been a steady decline in 
fatality rates, which needs to 
be recognised, Kovind said.

“Yet, we are still some 
distance from our goal of  
zero harm. In fact safety is-
sues and complexities have 
compounded with the in-
creased scale of mining op-

erations and their extension 
to adverse geo-mining con-
ditions. The Indian mining 
industry is standing at the 
threshold of  change. The 
balance between greater 
productivity and profit mar-
gins, and the safety of work-
ers is vital. Human safety 
and lives must always come 
first. They are always the 
priority,” he said.

Safety protocols and 
sensitisation on global best 
practices should be adopted 
in every mine and every 
mining enterprise, he said, 
adding it should begin even 
earlier in mining and engi-
neering institutes - such as 

the Indian School of  Min-
ing in Dhanbad (IIT-ISM), 
the other Indian Institutes 
of Technology, the National 
Institutes of  Technology 
and other institutions.

Besides, he stressed that 
education on best-in-class 
safety practices should be 
a compulsory part of  the 
curriculum and on-ground 
training experience of  stu-
dents.

He said standardisation 
of occupational health and 
safety (OHS) programmes 
across the company, effec-
tive enterprise-wide com-
munication tools, enhanced 
productivity issues and ex-

pectations of society remain 
major areas to be addressed.

Acknowledging safety 
steps taken by Directorate 
General of Mines Safety, he 
asked mining companies to 
design appropriate policies 
in the interest of  workers 
and their families.

Kovind said the avail-
ability of  corporate social 
responsibility funds can 
help in this effort - but more 
than money, there is need 
for the right intention and a 
focused approach.

For example, he said, 
the health of  workers and 
their families, particularly 
the risk of  TB or silicosis, 
which is an incurable lung 
disease, remains a chal-
lenge.

“Control and preven-
tion of  such diseases also 
falls within the ambit of  
worker safety. Meeting the 
challenge of  TB or of  sili-
cosis and organising blood 
donation camps among 
workers and their families 
should be encouraged. The 
shortage of  blood in times 
of  accidents and emergen-
cies should be anticipated 
and the mining community 
must prepare itself  for any 
eventuality,” he said.

Further, steps should 

also be taken to minimise 
the adverse impact of min-
ing on the health of  the 
surrounding community, 
he said, adding this is the 
era of green consciousness 
- mining too should keep it 
on top priority.

Cautioning that mining 
activities inherently involve 
various risks, Kovind said 
it is not addressed in time, 
these may have serious con-
sequences, including disas-
ters that put lives at risk and 
keeping this in view, a risk-
based inspection system has 
been introduced through 
the Shram Suvidha Portal.

The safety awards for 
2013 and 2014 were given 
in various categories, and 
winners were selected from 
Tata Steel, Eastern Coal-
fields, ONGC, Hindalco, 
Cairn India, among others.

These awards, instituted 
by the Union Ministry of  
Labour and Employment in 
the year 1983, are a token of  
appreciation and recognition 
of  those mines and mining 
companies that have stood 
out for their record of safety.

L a b o u r  M i n i s t e r 
Bandaru Dattatreya and SP 
patriarch Mulayam Singh 
Yadav were also present in 
the event.

New Delhi, August 17 (IANS): Ac-
cusing Prime Minister Narendra Modi 
of  lying, Congress Vice President 
Rahul Gandhi on Thursday said he 
speaks about ‘Swachh Bharat’ (Clean 
India) but now the country wants 
‘Sach Bharat’ (Truthful India).

“Modiji says he wants a Swachh 
Bharat but we want Sach Bharat. 
Wherever he goes, he lies,” Gandhi 
said at the Save Composite Culture 
conclave called by Janata Dal-United 
leader Sharad Yadav here.

Terming the ‘Make in India pro-
gramme’ of  the NDA government a 
failure, he said: “Modiji gave ‘Make In 
India’ slogan, but here most things are 
‘Made In China’. But the truth is that 
Modiji’s ‘Make In India’ has failed 
completely.”

He also noted that the Bharatiya 
Janata Party (BJP) had promised to 
create two crore jobs every year and 
give Rs 15 lakh to every household if  
it came to power but failed on these 
counts.

Launching a stinging attack on the 

Modi government and the Rashtriya 
Swayamsewak Sangh (RSS), accusing 
them of trying to change the Consti-
tution, Gandhi urged all opposition 
parties to fight them unitedly.

“After Independence, (Jawaharlal) 
Nehruji, (Sardar Vallabhbhai) Patelji, 
(B.R.) Ambedkarji all talked about 
‘one man, one vote’ system. They 
know well that till the time there is 
‘one man, one vote’ system in the 
country, till that time the country 
doesn’t belong to them.

“RSS’s main aim is to destroy 
and finish the Constitution. They 
ultimately want to take away the ‘one 
man, one vote’ right,” he said.

Gandhi said the RSS was aware 
that with its ideology it would not win 
elections and that was the reason why 
they were placing their men in every 
institution -- judiciary, bureaucracy 
and media.

“If  we have to fight them, then we 
have to fight unitedly,” he said.

He said Congressmen believe that 
they belong to the country and want 

to do something for it while the BJP 
and the RSS claim that this country 
belonged only to them.

“The RSS says that this country is 
ours, but it does not belong to the mi-
norities, Dalits and farmers,” he said.

Gandhi also said that the RSS’s 
most prominent leader during the 
Independence movement wrote to the 
British rulers, offering his apology in 
return for release from prison.

“They pleaded for their freedom. 
None of the Congress leaders or lead-
ers of the other parties except the RSS 
pleaded with the Britishers,” he said.

He also accused the BJP and the 
RSS of  attacking from “behind”. 
“They never attack from the front and 
they are champions in running away.”

Referring to the stone pelting attack 
on his convoy in Gujarat, Gandhi said: 
“When the stones were thrown at my 
cavalcade and black flags were shown 
by BJP workers, I stopped there to 
speak with them. But soon after I got 
off my vehicle and went towards them, 
they ran away. And this is their quality.”

Chandigarh, August 17 
(IANS): A 10-year-old girl, 
who was raped by her un-
cle repeatedly, delivered a 
girl child in a government 
hospital here on Thursday, 
hospital officials said.

The mother and child 
were stable, hospital sources 
said, adding the newborn 
was in intensive care as it 
was underweight.

The rape victim was 
admitted to the Govern-
ment Medical College and 
Hospital in Sector 32 for 
the past two days as a team 
of  doctors monitored her 
health.

The delivery took place 
through Cesarean surgery.

The Supreme Court had 
last month refused to allow 
the rape victim to undergo 
an abortion due to grave risk 
to her life.

A division bench of  
Chief  Justice J.S. Khehar 
and Justice D.Y. Chandra-
chud turned down the plea 
after the report of a medical 
board, set up by Chandi-
garh’s Postgraduate Insti-

tute of  Medical Education 
and Research (PGIMER) 
on the court’s orders to 
examine the pregnant child, 
warned that an abortion 
would risk the girl’s life.

“In view of the recom-
mendation made by medi-
cal board, we are satisfied it 
would nor be in the interest 
of girl and neither to foetus 
who is 32 weeks old. We 
decline to terminate preg-
nancy,” the court said.

The order came on 
a PIL by advocate Alok 
Srivastava, who moved the 
top court after a plea for 
the medical termination of  
pregnancy was refused by a 
district court in Chandigarh 
on July 18. He said rape 
victim’s body was not ready 
for childbirth.

The girl’s pregnancy 
was only discovered recent-
ly after her parents took her 
to hospital when she com-
plained of  stomach pain. 
They discovered that the girl 
had been repeatedly raped 
by her uncle over seven 
months.

Chennai, August 17 (PTI): 
Tamil Nadu Chief Minister 
K Palaniswami today an-
nounced a Commission of  
Inquiry to go into the death 
of  J Jayalalithaa, eight 
months after her demise.

Palaniswami also an-
nounced that Jayalalithaa’s 
Poes Garden residence here 
will be turned into a memo-
rial that will be run by the 
government.

The announcements 
have virtually sealed the 
deal for merger with rebel 
leader and former chief  
minister O Panneerselvam’s 
AIADMK faction since 
these are his two key de-
mands.

The 68-year-old former 
chief  minister and AI-
ADMK supremo died fol-
lowing a cardiac arrest on 
December 5 after being in 
hospital for 75 days.

Besides the formal ex-
pulsion of AIADMK inter-
im chief  V K Sasikala and 

her nephew deputy general 
secretary T T V Dhinakaran 
has also been sought by 
Panneerselvam.

Flanked by senior cab-
inet colleagues, Finance 
Minister D Jayakumar, 
Forest Minister Dindigul 
C Srinivasan and Power 
Minister P Thangamani, 
Palaniswami told reporters 
that the Commission of  
Inquiry will be set up and 
headed by a retired judge 
of the Madras High Court.

He said the name of the 
judge will be announced 
later.

Hailing Jayalalithaa’s 
contribution to Tamil Nadu, 
he said following represen-
tations from a cross-section 
of  people, her residence at 
Poes Garden will be turned 
into a government memo-
rial and opened for public 
viewing.

Jayalalithaa was admit-
ted to hospital on Septem-
ber 22.

Chandigarh, August 17 
(PTI): Fifteen persons died 
due to swine flu in Punjab 
this summer season, the 
state’s Health and Fam-
ily Welfare minister Brahm 
Mohindra said here today.

At least 278 suspected 
cases of  swine flu were re-
ported across the state this 
summer season and out of  
these 75 cases were found 
positive, he said.

Out of  these, 15 cases 
resulted in the death of the 
patient, he said.

The state government 
has directed all the civil 
surgeons to establish ‘flu 
corners’ in the government 

hospitals in the state so that 
patients having cough, cold 
or fever can immediately re-
port at this dedicated place, 
he said.

The health minister also 
said that patients often in-
dulge in self-medication and 
do not report to hospitals 
well in time due to which 
the chances of complication 
increase. 

Mohindra said that his 
department had identified 
277 isolation beds in govern-
ment medical colleges, dis-
trict and sub divisional hos-
pitals across the state while 
268 beds had been identified 
in private hospitals.

Patna, August 17 (PTI): 
The flood situation in Bihar 
worsened today as the death 
toll mounted to 98 due to 
the deluge which has af-
fected nearly 93 lakh people 
in 15 districts, forced post-
ponment of  examination 
and cancellation of trains.

Though the Met office 
has forecast possibility of  
rain in southern Bihar for 
one more week, there would 
be less rainfall in Nepal and 
northern parts of  Bihar. 
The health department has 
launched a toll free number 
104, officials said, adding 

hospitals have been direst-
ced to maintain a sufficient 
stock of anti-snake and anti-
rabies injections.

Araria district account-
ed for 20 deaths, followed 
by East Champaran (14), 
West Champaran (13), 
Madhepura (12), Sitamarhi 
(11), Kisanganj (8), Purnea 
(5), Madhubani (5), Dar-
bhanga (4), Saharsa (3), 
Sheohar (2) and Supual (1), 
said Disaster Management 
Department Principal Sec-
retary Pratyay Amrit.

Meanwhile, train servic-
es continued to be affected.

Ko l k a t a ,  Au g u s t  1 7 
(IANS): Virtually bulldoz-
ing all opposition, West Ben-
gal’s ruling Trinamool Con-
gress swept all the seven civic 
bodies. The BJP emerged as 
the main but distant opposi-
tion by displacing the Left 
Front in the vote count on 
Thursday.

Of the total 148 wards 
spread across various pock-
ets of  the state, the Trina-
mool Congress won an envi-
able 140 and the Bharatiya 
Janata Party six. Left Front 
partner Forward Bloc won 
one seat while an independ-
ent also emerged victorious.

The Communist Party 
of  India-Marxist, which 
heads the Left Front, and the 
Congress drew a blank in the 
polls held on Sunday.

In East Midnapore dis-
trict, the Trinamool bagged 
all the 29 wards in Haldia 
and 17 of  the 18 wards in 
Panskura municipalities. 
The BJP won one ward in 
Panskura and finished sec-
ond in most areas of the two 

civic bodies.
The Trinamool returned 

to power by claiming 12 of  
the 16 wards in Jalpaiguri 
district’s Dhupguri munici-
pality while the remaining 
four went to the BJP.

The Nalhati municipal-
ity in Birbhun district also 
sided with the Trinamool 
as it finished first in 14 of  
the 16 wards. The Forward 
Bloc won one, while an in-
dependent candidate was 
also elected.

The Trinamool jugger-
naut rolled on in the first 
ever polls to Buniadpur mu-
nicipality in South Dinajpur 
district, with the ruling party 
conquering 13 of  the 14 
wards. The BJP won one.

In Durgapur Municipal 
Corporation of  Burdwan 
West district, Trinamool 
won all 43 wards.

The Congress was wiped 
out in its erstwhile bastion 
Coopers Camp Notified 
Authority in Nadia district 
where Trinamool won all 
the 12 wards.

Man with 38 inch long nails
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U.S. Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff Gen. Joseph Dunford, left, chats with President Xi Jinping during a meeting at 
the Great Hall of the People in Beijing, Thursday, Aug. 17, 2017. 

Riyadh, August 17 (PTI/AP): 
Saudi Arabia said today it is reopen-
ing its border with Qatar to allow 
Qataris to attend the hajj amid a 
monthslong rift between the neigh-
bouring countries that led to both 
sides trading accusations of politicis-
ing the ritual.

The decision came after Saudi 
Crown Prince Mohammed bin Sal-
man held a surprise meeting with a 
Qatari royal family member whose 
branch of the family was ousted in a 
palace coup in 1972.

Qatar’s Foreign Minister Sheikh 
Mohammed bin Abdulrahman Al 
Thani said he welcomed the Saudi 
decision, but that the measures must 
also include a full lifting of  the 
blockade. He was responding to 
questions at a press conference in 
Sweden today.

The official Saudi Press Agency 
reported that Qatari pilgrims will 
be allowed to enter the kingdom by 
land and that pilgrims would then 
be flown onward from two Saudi 
airports in Dammam and al-Ahsa 
at the king’s expense.

The king also ordered that air-
craft from the country’s flagship 
carrier be dispatched to Qatar’s 
capital, Doha, to fly Qatari pilgrims 

to the Red Sea city of Jiddah nearest 
to Mecca, and to host them at his 
expense for the hajj.

Saudi state TV said already 100 
Qataris had arrived at the border 
crossing today.

The decision came after Prince 
Mohammed met with Qatari royal 
family member Sheikh Abdullah Al 
Thani late Wednesday at a palace in 
Jiddah. Images broadcast on Saudi 
media showed the two men seated 
and smiling for cameras.

Sheikh Abdullah was quoted 
as telling the Saudi prince that the 
ties between the two countries “are 
brotherly relations rooted in history.” 

Saudi Arabia’s crown prince 
responded in kind, emphasising 
the historical ties between the two 
royal families, according to the Saudi 
Press Agency.

It was not clear, however, in 
what capacity Sheikh Abdullah was 
representing the Qatari government 
during the meeting. His grandfather, 
father and brother were rulers of  
Qatar until a palace coup ousted his 
branch of the royal family in 1972.

The meeting in Jiddah was the 
first by a Qatari to Saudi Arabia 
since a tense political standoff erupt-
ed 10 weeks ago when the kingdom, 

the United Arab Emirates, Bahrain 
and Egypt severed ties with Qatar.

The quartet also halted direct 
flights, expelled Qatari residents and 
ordered their citizens in Qatar to 
leave. Saudi Arabia sealed Qatar’s 
only land border.

Qatar’s National Human Rights 
Committee issued a brief statement 
Thursday responding to what it said 
were “reports in Saudi media” out-
lining the kingdom’s measures for 
Qatari pilgrims. The statement noted 
that the agreement does not include 
allowing Qatar Airways flights car-
rying pilgrims.

The committee expressed its 
“satisfaction” with the decisions, 
but reiterated its demands that the 
hajj not be politicised and said the 
Saudi measures remain “unclear,” 
particularly regarding the facilita-
tion of  hajj for foreigners residing 
in Qatar.

The committee also reiterated 
“calls for further measures to lift the 
siege entirely on citizens and resi-
dents of Qatar,” the statement said.

Qatar’s human rights commit-
tee had previously filed a complaint 
with the UN special rapporteur on 
freedom of belief and religion over 
restrictions placed on its nationals 

who wanted to attend the hajj this 
year.

Saudi Arabia’s Foreign Minister 
Adel al-Jubeir said Qatar’s com-
plaint amounted to a “declaration of  
war” against the kingdom’s manage-
ment of the holy sites.

Despite the goodwill measure 
announced today, tensions remain. 
The quartet accuses the small Gulf  
nation of  supporting extremists. 
Qatar denies the allegation and says 
the charges are politically motivated.

At issue is Qatar’s support for 
Islamist opposition groups in the re-
gion, which Saudi Arabia, the UAE 
and Egypt view as a threat.

A top Emirati official, comment-
ing on today’s breakthrough, called 
on Qatar to “end its politicization 
of hajj.” UAE Minister of State for 
Foreign Affairs, Anwar Gargash, 
also used the opportunity on Twitter 
to commend Saudi Arabia for the 
initiative to send planes. 

Hundreds of  thousands of  pil-
grims from around the world have 
already arrived in Saudi Arabia 
for the hajj, which begins late next 
week. Saudi Arabia prides itself on 
hosting millions of pilgrims annually 
at Islam’s holiest sites in Mecca and 
Medina.

Beijing, August 17 (PTI/
AP): The top US military 
officer said today a military 
solution to the North Ko-
rean missile threat would 
be “horrific” but allowing 
Pyongyang to develop the 
capability to launch a nu-
clear attack on the United 
States is “unimaginable.”

The chairman of the US 
Joint Chiefs of  Staff, Ma-
rine Corps General Joseph 
Dunford, told reporters in 
Beijing that President Don-
ald Trump directly has “told 
us to develop credible viable 
military options and that’s 
exactly what we’re doing.” 

Dunford was responding 
to questions about Trump’s 
chief  strategist Steve Ban-
non’s comments in an in-
terview published yesterday.

Bannon was quoted as 
saying there’s no military 
solution to the threat posed 
by North Korea and its nu-
clear ambitions, despite the 
president’s recent pledge to 
answer further aggression 
with “fire and fury.” 

“There’s no military so-
lution (to North Korea’s nu-
clear threats), forget it,” Ban-
non said in the interview. 
“Until somebody solves the 
part of  the equation that 
shows me that 10 million 
people in Seoul don’t die 
in the first 30 minutes from 
conventional weapons, I 
don’t know what you’re talk-
ing about, there’s no military 
solution here, they got us.” 

In Beijing, Dunford said 
it’s “absolutely horrific if  
there would be a military 
solution to this problem, 
there’s no question about it.” 

But, he added, “what’s 
unimaginable is allowing 
KJU (North Korean leader 
Kim Jong Un) to develop 
ballistic missiles with a 
nuclear warhead that can 
threaten the United States 
and continue to threaten the 
region,” he said.

Dunford has been in 
Asia this week, visiting 
South Korea, Japan and 
China. In China, he has met 
with his Chinese counterpart 

Bunia (DR Congo), August 17 (PTI/AFP): 
A landslide has swept over a fishing village on 
the banks of a lake in the northeast Democratic 
Republic of Congo, killing 40 people, a regional 
official said today.

Part of  a mountain engulfed “a fisherman’s 
camp after heavy rains caused a landslide” the 
deputy governor of Ituri province, Pacifique Keta, 
told AFP. He said 40 people were killed in the 
disaster in the village of Tora on the banks of Lake 
Albert on Wednesday.

It follows devastating floods in the Sierra 
Leone capital of Freetown on Monday that killed 
some 300 people.

“Yesterday, we buried 28 bodies and today we 
will bury 12 more,” said Keta.

A doctor at the nearby Tshomia hospital, 
Herve Isamba, said they were treating four people 
injured in the landslide.

The vast country has experienced a number of  
previous such disasters.

In May 2010, a mudslide that swept over the 
eastern village of  Kibiriga killed 19 people: the 
bodies of 27 others were never recovered.

In February 2002, about 50 people were found 
dead after a wave of mud and rocks hit the eastern 
town of Uvira, submerging about 150 homes.

Fishing on Lake Albert is one of the main oc-
cupations in Ituri, which borders Uganda.

The province, rich in gold deposits, saw several 
outbreaks of violence during the Second Congo 
War between 1998 and 2003. 

That ended with the aid of a French-led inter-
national military intervention

Lahore, August 17 (PTI): Ousted Pakistan 
prime minister Nawaz Sharif  and his two 
sons have been summoned by the top anti- 
graft body to appear before it tomorrow for 
interrogation in connection with the money 
laundering and corruption cases.

The National Accountability Bureau 
(NAB) on the directive of  the Supreme 
Court issued summons to Sharif and his sons 
-- Hussain and Hasan -- to interrogate them 
in its Lahore office in connection with their 
offshore properties revealed by the Panama 
Papers case. On July 28, the five-member 
bench of the Supreme Court had disqualified 
Sharif  for possessing a work permit in the 
firm of his son in the UAE.

The apex court had also directed the 
NAB to investigate money laundering and 
other corruption charges against Sharif and 
his children, son-in-law Safdar and relative 
federal finance minister Ishaq Dar in light 
of the report of the Joint Investigation Team.

The NAB confirmed that Sharif and his 

sons have been directed to appear before 
NAB’s Lahore office on August 18.

The NAB said that it will take up the 
reference against Sharif ’s close aide Ishaq 
Dar on August 23 and summons has been 
issued to him. The 67-year-old three-time 
prime minister, however, has not yet decided 
to appear before the NAB. Sharif has denied 
any wrongdoing.

“Nawaz Sharif is considering boycotting 
the NAB proceedings because he thinks it is 
very much likely that like the Panama Papers 
case he may not get justice in its case as well,” 
a PML-N senior leader told PTI.

He said Sharif has already expressed his 
concern over a Supreme Court judge who is 
supervising the NAB’s investigation against 
him, fearing that he (judge) will ensure 
adverse verdict against him in the account-
ability court.  “Sharif will discuss the NAB 
summons with his confidants on Thursday 
before making a final decision about his ap-
pearance in NAB,” he added.

Freetown, August 17 (IANS): People in the 
Sierra Leone capital began burying victims 
of a mudslide and flooding that killed more 
than 400 people on the outskirts of  Free-
town, as hundreds of residents queued up to 
identify dead relatives.

Nearly half of the 400 people known to 
have died have already been buried, health 
officials say.

Mass burials have been postponed until 
Thursday to allow relatives to identify vic-
tims, BBC reported.

About 600 people are still missing fol-
lowing the disaster that hit the west African 
nation on August 14.

President Ernest Bai Koroma has de-
clared seven days of mourning while plead-
ing for “urgent support”.

The burials involved people who had 
already been identified or whose bodies 
were badly decomposed, Freetown’s chief  
pathologist Simeon Owizz Koroma said.

Some of the most decomposed corpses 
have already been buried in a mass grave 
in Waterloo known as the Ebola cemetery 

after the 2014 disease outbreak, which killed 
nearly 4,000 people in the country.

Volunteers said there were more bodies 
inside the mortuary that urgently needed to 
be buried because they had decomposed.

On Wednesday, thousands of  people 
gathered outside the morgue at Connaught 
Hospital in Freetown, hoping to find the 
bodies of their relatives. Long lines formed in 
the drizzling rain as groups of about 50 were 
given protective gear and allowed to enter.

The visitors were asked to switch off or 
put away mobile phones and warned not to 
photograph the dead, the New York Times 
reported.

Many homes in Regent, on the outskirts 
of Freetown, were engulfed in the mudslide 
that hit the city on August 14 after a part of  
Sugar Loaf mountain collapsed following 
heavy rain early. Most people were asleep 
when disaster struck.

In a statement, think-tank the Ghana In-
stitute of Governance and Security (GIGS) 
has appealed for humanitarian support for 
the people of Sierra Leone. 

Islamabad, August 17 
(IANS): The US decision to 
declare Hizbul Mujahideen 
a specially-designated ter-
rorist organisation led by an 
internationally recognised 
terrorist is “saddening”, Pa-
kistan’s Foreign Office said 
on Thursday.

Addressing a weekly me-
dia briefing, spokesperson 
Nafees Zakaria claimed that 
the US had always appreci-
ated Pakistan’s sacrifices in 

counter-terrorism efforts, 
which makes this decision 
“saddening”.

He said that Kashmiris’ 
struggle for their right to 
self-determination had been 
going on for 70 years, Dawn 
newspaper reported. He 
said the primary issue in 
Pakistan-India relations was 
Kashmir “which has to be 
resolved through dialogue”.

The blacklisting of  
Hizbul Mujahideen further 

increases US pressure on 
Pakistan to do more about 
tightening the screws on 
terrorist groups that alleg-
edly use its territory for 
launching cross-border 
attacks in Afghanistan and 
Kashmir, the Dawn said.

The US State Depart-
ment on Wednesday desig-
nated Hizbul Mujahideen 
as a foreign terrorist organi-
sation and as a specially 
designated global terrorist. 

Washington, August 17 
(PTI): Donald Trump was 
today forced to disband two 
key business advisory coun-
cils after some members of  
the panels rebuked the US 
President for his incendiary 
remarks on the Virginia vio-
lence in which he apparently 
defended white nationalists.

The abrupt decision 
came after the Strategic and 
Policy Forum, comprised 
of  JPMorgan CEO Jamie 
Dimon, PepsiCo’s Indian-
origin CEO Indra Nooyi, 
General Motors CEO Mary 
Barra and Walmart CEO 
Doug McMillon, decided to 
abandon it.

The Strategic and Policy 
Forum and the White House 
Manufacturing Jobs Ini-
tiative were both dissolved 
amid a string of resignations 
from the chief executives of  
top American firms over his 
“ambiguous” response to 
the violence in Virginia.

Trump had established 
the Manufacturing Advisory 
Council in January after 
his swearing-in while the 
16-member Strategic and 
Policy Forum was set up in 
December when he was the 
president-elect.

“Rather than putting 
pressure on the business 
people of the Manufacturing 
Council & Strategy & Policy 
Forum, I am ending both. 

Thank you all!” Trump said 
in a tweet.

As many as 11 CEOs in 
the advisory councils have 
quit so far.

A majority of  them re-
signed after criticism mount-
ed over Trump’s less-than-
encouraging response to 
the weekend violence in 
Charlottesville (Virginia), 
where a car rammed into a 
crowd peacefully protesting 
against the rally by white su-
premacists, killing a 32-year-
old woman. Trump in his 
remarks had blamed both 
sides for the violence.

Earlier in the day, mem-
bers of the Strategic Policy 
Forum in a joint statement 
said that intolerance, racism 
and violence have absolutely 

no place in the country and 
are an affront to core Ameri-
can values.

The President’s Strategic 
and Policy Forum was con-
ceived as a bi-partisan group 
of business leaders called to 
serve our country by provid-
ing independent feedback 
and perspectives directly to 
the President on accelerating 
economic growth and job 
creation in the United States, 
the members said.

“We believe the debate 
over Forum participation 
has become a distraction 
from our well-intentioned 
and sincere desire to aid vital 
policy discussions on how to 
improve the lives of  every-
day Americans,” they said.

In a joint statement, the 

CEOs noted that job crea-
tion and supporting an in-
clusive pro-growth agenda 
remained important to the 
country’s progress.

“As such, the President 
and we are disbanding the 
Forum,” they said.

The Los Angeles Times 
said in a report: “The dis-
solution of  the councils 
marks corporate America’s 
strongest repudiation yet of  
Trump, who ascended to 
the White House touting 
himself  as the first CEO 
president.” 

The Washington Post 
termed the development as a 
“major setback” to Trump’s 
relationship with the Ameri-
can business community.

JP Morgan Chase chief  
executive Jamie Dimon, a 
member of  the Strategy & 
Policy Forum, according 
to the daily, told employees 
in a note that his group de-
cided to disband following 
Trump’s news conference, 
in which he appeared to 
show sympathy for some 
of the people who marched 
alongside the neo-Nazis and 
white supremacists in Char-
lottesville.

“Constructive economic 
and regulatory policies are 
not enough and will not mat-
ter if we do not address the 
divisions in our country. It is 
a leader’s role, in business or 

government, to bring peo-
ple together, not tear them 
apart,” Dimon wrote to his 
employees.

“Racism and murder 
are unequivocally reprehen-
sible and are not morally 
equivalent to anything else 
that happened in Charlottes-
ville,” Campbell Soup CEO 
Denise Morrison said in 
a statement before he an-
nounced his resignation.

“I believe the president 
should have been and still 
needs to be unambiguous on 
that point,” he added.

General Electric Chair-
man Jeff Immelt said, “The 
Committee I joined had 
the intention to foster poli-
cies that promote American 
manufacturing and growth. 
However, given the ongoing 
tone of the discussion, I no 
longer feel that this Council 
can accomplish these goals.” 

“The President’s most 
recent statements equating 
those who are motivated by 
race-based hate with those 
who stand up against ha-
tred is unacceptable and 
has changed our decision 
to participate in the White 
House Manufacturing Advi-
sory Council,” said Johnson 
& Johnson chief  executive 
Alex Gorsky, who had previ-
ously said he would remain 
on the manufacturing coun-
cil to have a voice at the table.

C a r a c a s,  Au g u s t  1 7 
(IANS): At least 37 peo-
ple were killed and 14 law 
enforcement personnel 
wounded when armed in-
mates resisted authorities’ 
attempt to impose order at 
a prison in the Venezuelan 
state of  Amazonas, offi-
cials said.

“The deaths occurred 
during a seizure of  the 
Amazonas Judicial De-
tention Center (CDJA) in 
which 14 officials were also 
wounded,” the Attorney 
General’s Office said in a 
statement on Wednesday.

Amazonas Governor 
Liborio Guarulla, an op-

ponent of  President Nico-
las Maduro, described the 
episode as a “massacre” 
caused by an Interior Min-
istry team that tried to take 
the prison by force, Efe 
news reported.

A source with first-
hand knowledge of  the 
events said that the trouble 

began during a search of  
the CDJA by a police task 
force.

The 37 inmates killed 
represented nearly 40 per 
cent of  the jail’s current 
population, the source said.

Venezuela, with 166 
people behind bars for eve-
ry 100,000 residents, has 

the region’s third-small-
est prison population, yet 
its penitentiary system is 
among the most violent.

As part of  an effort to 
curb prison violence, the 
government has imposed a 
militarized administration 
in roughly half  of  Ven-
ezuela’s penal institutions.

Beijing, August 17 (IANS): 
Chinese President Xi Jinping on 
Thursday said he expects mili-
tary relations would become a 
major stabilising factor in Sino-
US ties as he met visiting Chair-
man of the US Joint Chiefs of  
Staff  Joseph Dunford at the 
Great Hall of the People here.

Xi received General Dun-
ford, the first senior military 
official to visit China since US 
President Donald Trump took 
office, at the presidential palace 
in Beijing, Xinhua news agency 
reported. 

The Chinese President, also 
chairman of the Central Mili-
tary Commission (CMC), said 
that although the visit was brief, 
it was wide-ranging, showing 
how relations between the two 
armed forces have made sub-

stantial steps forward.
He applauded the new 

progress made in relations be-
tween the two armed forces, 
such as enhanced dialogue at 
all levels and improved military 
confidence-building mecha-
nisms as well as deepened co-
operation.

During Dunford’s visit, the 
two militaries signed the frame-
work to build a new commu-
nication mechanism for their 
joint staff  departments, which 
Xi said will play a positive role 
in boosting bilateral ties.

Xi said he hopes that the 
two armed forces could make 
good use of  existing coopera-
tion mechanisms and platforms 
to push forward their relations.

“China is ready to make 
joint efforts with the US to show 

mutual respect, focus on coop-
eration and accumulate more 
fruitful results to benefit people 
of the two countries.

“As major influential coun-
tries in the region and the world 
as well as world’s top two econ-
omies, China and the US shoul-
der important responsibility 
to safeguard world peace and 
stability and to promote global 
development and prosperity, 
Xi said.

“President Trump and I 
have attached great importance 
to Sino-US relations and are 
willing to actively promote the 
continuous development of  
bilateral ties,” he added.

Dunford conveyed the greet-
ings of Trump to Xi, saying the 
US President expects to visit 
China this year.

Seoul, August 17 (IANS): 
South Korean President 
Moon Jae-in on Thursday 
said that a war on the Ko-
rean peninsula will never 
happen again and assured 
that the US will not take 
any military action against 
Pyongyang without Seoul’s 
consent.

In a press conference 
marking his first 100 days 
in office, Moon said he 
wanted “all South Koreans 
to believe with confidence 
that there will be no war”, 
and also downplayed his 
US counterpart Donald 
Trump’s belligerent com-
ments over Pyongyang, re-
ports Efe news.

“The US and President 
Trump also said, no matter 
what option they take about 
North Korea, all decisions 
will be made after consulting 
with and getting agreement 

with the Republic of Korea.
“I say this with confi-

dence that there will be no 
war on the Korean Penin-
sula ever. I do not necessarily 
believe that showed his de-
termination to take military 
options,” Moon said.

He also commented that 
“the US sought to put maxi-
mum pressure and sanctions 
through the latest UN Se-
curity Council resolution,” 
while at the same time it is 
“seeking unilateral meas-
ures”.

He also called for the re-
sumption of a dialogue with 
North Korea. 

For the past decade un-
der conservative South Ko-
rean governments, talks be-
tween Seoul and Pyongyang 
had almost been suspended 
over Pyongyang’s nuclear 
tests and ballistic missile 
developments.
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South Korean President

Fang Fenghui, chief of the 
People’s Liberation Army’s 
joint staff department.

Today he also met with 
Fan Changlong, vice chair-
man of  the ruling Com-
munist Party’s Central Mili-
tary Commission, and Yang 
Jiechi, China’s top diplomat.

In Seoul, South Korean 
President Moon Jae-in said 
he would consider sending 
a special envoy to North 
Korea for talks if the North 
stops its missile and nuclear 
tests, in an effort to jumpstart 
diplomacy.

He also declared, amid 
fears in South Korea that 
threats from Trump to un-
leash “fire and fury” on 
Pyongyang could lead to real 
fighting, that there would be 
no second war on the Ko-
rean Peninsula.

“The people worked to-
gether to rebuild the country 
from the Korean War, and 
we cannot lose everything 
again because of  a war,” 
Moon said in a nationally 

televised news conference.
“I can confidently say 

there will not be a war again 
on the Korean Peninsula.” 

Moon’s comments fol-
low a spike in animosity 
generated by North Korea’s 
warning that it might send 
missiles into waters near 
the US territory of  Guam, 
and by Trump’s warlike 
language. Both Koreas and 
the United States have sig-
naled in recent days, how-
ever, a willingness to avert a 
deepening crisis, with each 
suggesting a path toward 
negotiations. Trump tweeted 
early Wednesday that Kim 
had “made a very wise and 
well-reasoned decision,” 
amid indications North 
Korea doesn’t immediately 
plan to fire multiple missiles 
toward Guam. 

Next week’s start of an-
nual US-South Korean mili-
tary exercises that enrage 
the North each year could 
make diplomacy even more 
difficult.

AP/PTI

 In this Aug. 14, 2017, photo, President Donald Trump pauses while 
speaking in the Diplomatic Reception Room of the White House in 
Washington. 
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Emma Stone becomes world’s highest-paid actress
Emma Stone has been named the worlds highest-paid actress by Forbes, surpassing 
Jennifer Lawrence, who claimed the top spot in 2016 and 2015. Stone, 28, collected $26 
million, due to her Oscar-winning performance in the movie-musical juggernaut “La La 
Land”, reports variety.com. Stone spoke on gender parity earlier this year, sharing that 
her male co-stars have taken salary cuts so she could receive equal pay.  Actress Jennifer 
Aniston was runner-up with $25.5 million. While she continues to receive millions in 
royalties even a decade after “Friends” ended, the actress, who appeared “The Yellow 
Bird,” also monetises different endorsements. Lawrence dropped down two slots to 
number three with $24 million, almost half of her $46 million earnings in 2016. Emma 
Watson is the sole newcomer on this year’s list after “Beauty and the Beast” became the 
top-grossing movie of the year so far at $1.26 billion. (IANS)

Elvis night held at Eden Academy, Mkg

BASN visits Jo Foundation

L
ittle Elvis from Eden 
Academy on Thurs-
day evening rocked 
the celebration of  
King of  Rock & Roll 

“Elvis Presley” organised by the 
Huntingboots Inc. in partnership 
with Eden Academy here.

The programme was graced 
by Rupin Sharma IPS DG Pris-
on, HG&CD, where he said that 
music and arts don’t have barrier 
and that the power of  music is 
something that really influences 
the people.

Celebrated on the theme 
“Memories” hundreds of  musi-
cians both young and old at-
tended the event and paid tribute 
to the legendary King of  Rock 
& Roll.

In a long queue of  pro-
gramme where old timers and 
younger joined together to 
celebrate the memories through 
music and dance and Elvis’ leg-
acy dress in signature costume 
was the most attracted scene of  
the programme that caught the 

attention of  the legend’s fans.
During the programme, 

Noksang Pongen and ‘Four of  
Us Band’ were acknowledged 
for their commendable affords 
toward Music from 1960’s till 

date.
Exclusive presentation of  

songs and dances marked that 
celebration where artists from 
Eden Choir, Talipokum, Wall 
Kichu, Noksang , Yashirenla, 

Graceland Harmony, Jonathan, 
Imkumnaro, Revolution Dance 
Academy, Navin N Song, Fifth 
Element and HuntingBoots pre-
sented their tribute songs.

Our Correspondent

EASTERN MIRROR: Please tell us 
about you?

Serlongki Beh: Hello my name 
is Sarlongki Beh and I’m a solo artist..I was 
one of  the finalists of  ‘You Know You Got It’ 
talent show held in Dimapur (Nagaland).

 
EASTERN MIRROR: Tell us about your 
early phase into the music industry? How 
would you describe your sound/music?

Serlongki Beh: I started singing 
since Sunday school days and I was also a 
part of  praise and worship group at New Life 
Ministry (Shillong) after which I formed a 
band called ‘Pattern 27’ back in my college 
days at Shillong.

We played mostly soft rock, pop, 
alternative.

 
EASTERN MIRROR: Who do you con-
sider to be your most significant musical 
influences or inspirations?

Serlongki Beh: Ed Sheeran , 
acoustic pop..

Ed sheeran, Danny from The Script, 
Jon foreman from The Switchfoot .

 
EASTERN MIRROR: What has changed 
the most for you after making a mark in 
the music industry?

Serlongki Beh: After making 
a mark in the music industry I got to know 
many famous artists like Nise Murono, Alobo 
Naga, Alo Wanth, Kevi Pucho from the band 
called We The Giant (Nagaland), Grance 
Miller (Afalatus) Shillong..and not only that 
people start noticing me from every part of  
Northeast Region.

 
EASTERN MIRROR: How many origi-
nals have you released so far? And which 
one was your first?

Serlongki Beh: I have released 
only two right now ..

The first one I have released is ‘Before 
too late’, available on indihut.com .

 
EASTERN MIRROR: Have you released 
any of your songs on YouTube?

Serlongki Beh: Yes, I have 
released some of  my songs on YouTube

They are:-

a) Before too late
b) Kanghon Helo Kethe 

Nai (Love is above all)
c) Tene Un- eh
d) love yourself  (cover)
e) photograph (cover)
 f) someone to lean on 

(original)
 

EASTERN MIRROR: 
Achievements?

Serlongki Beh: 
Youth Icon 2015 at KYF

 
EASTERN MIRROR: Any 
upcoming programs?

Serlongki Beh: 
The Great Northeast Momo 
Festival to be held from August 
25- August 27.

 
EASTERN MIRROR: Your favourite 
quote....

Serlongki Beh: “ One good 
thing about music, when it hits you, you feel 
no pain” - Bob Marley.

Meet Serlongki Beh an emerging young pop star in Karbi 
Anglong District.

Born and brought up in Vo-Thatlangso, in West Karbi Anglong 
District, he was one of  the finalists  in ‘You know you got it’ Ses-
sion-I show held at Dimapur in 2015.

Sarlongki Beh completed his higher secondary and Graduation 
from St. Peter and St. John from Shillong respectively.

While pursuing his higher studies at Shillong he got singing/
shaping micpiece platform from certain fellowships especially dur-

ing freshers meet of  various students communities in Shillong, for 
example Shillong Karbi Christian fellowship, Ao, Sema Naga fel-

lowship and others.
His composed songs are in the tune of  pop styles which 

fascinates young song lovers throughout the district.
At present he is engaged in a Government job but yet his 

relationship with music is still at its best.

A
s part of  
the 71st 
Independ-
ence Day 
celebration, 

the Beauty & Aesthet-
ics Society of  Nagaland 
(BASN) visited children 
with special needs of  Jo 
Foundation, Agri Colony 
on August 17. As the 
school has declared holi-
day on August 15, the 
society could not visit the 
school on the scheduled 
day.

During the visit, a six 
member BASN team led 
by its president, Toshi 
Lemtur have distributed 
stationeries and sweets to 
all the 135 students and 
interacted with them. 
The society has also do-
nated some stationery for 
the school office through 
its administrator.

Meanwhile, the 
Society has informed that 
the campus audition for 
the Miss Nagaland 2017 
will be held at Sazolie 
College on August 21; St 
Joseph College, Jakhama 

on August 25 and Sci-
ence College, Jotsoma on 
August 26. Therefore, in-
terested candidates who 
are a bonafide citizen of  
Nagaland between the 
aged of  18-25 years as 

on December 2017 with 
minimum 5ft 5 inches 
tall (without heels) are 
invited to participate in 
the audition.

It further informed 
that the open preliminary 

audition will be held 
on September 6 at Ura 
Hotel, Kohima from 10 
am with last date for 
submission of  details on 
August 31.

In this regard, in-
terested candidates are 
informed to mail their 
details such as name, 
age, height, vital statis-
tics, contact details and 
residence address along 
with two photographs 
(one close-up and one 
full length) at basnkma@
gmail.com.

District Beauty 
Pageant title holders, it 
informed will get direct 
entry to the main pageant 
while the runners up will 
go through the same au-
dition process to qualify 
for the Miss Nagaland 
Pageant 2017.

EMN

11 am 2 pm: Toilet (Hindi)

TickeT raTes
Silver Rs. 80
Gold Rs. 150

Platinum Rs. 320

HILL STAR 
Movie Schedule

Hill Star is thrilled to announce its 
valued HillStarCinema fans that the 
hall is now live at BookMyShowIN 
You can now BUY tickets online! 

5 pm, 8 pm: Annabelle Creation (Eng) 2D

Music is something the world would be lost without! We feel it, we breathe it, we love it!  Eastern 
Mirror’s - Rhythm of Love- connects our readers to music through conversation with artists as they 
share their  experience with their love …… MUSIC
Music moves us, opens our emotions - passing all barriers. Music is a piece that we can all 
connect to so Readers get connected with your favorite artists every Friday with Rhythm of Love.

Little did we know

BASN members seen with Jo Foundation children during its visit to the school on August 17.
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Mars 2020 rover to use X-ray 
techniques to find signs of life

Here’s how modern juicy apples evolved

Microsoft using AI to let gliders take decisions in air

Google pays high school student 
$10,000 for exposing hack

Australian researchers 
discover how first animals 
appeared on earth

SpaceX launches cargo to space station

Night shifts linked with high breast cancer risk: Study
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Paris, August 17 (IANS): 
NASA’s Mars 2020 rover 
mission, which aims look 
for signs of  past life on the 
Red Planet, will use smart 
X-ray techniques originally 
developed to find the old-
est life on Earth, according 
a mission scientist.

“Previous missions to 
Mars have used a relatively 
broad brush - analysing 
average chemistry over 
roughly the size of  a post-
age stamp - to ‘follow the 
water’ and seek ancient 
habitable environments,” 
said the mission’s Depu-
ty Project Scientist Ken 
Williford. 

“Mars 2020 takes the 
next natural step in its 
direct search for evidence 
of  ancient microbial life, 
focusing measurements 
to the microbial scale and 
producing high-resolu-

tion maps over similarly 
postage stamp-sized ana-
lytical areas,” Williford 
said while speaking at the 
Goldschmidt geochemistry 
conference in Paris where 
he presented the methods 
to be adopted.

Rather  than  us ing 
“bulk” geochemistry tech-
niques that measure the 
average composition of  a 
rock, Mars 2020 is devel-
oping new capabilities in-
cluding X-ray fluorescence 
and Raman spectroscopy 
to map the elemental, min-
eral, and organic composi-
tion of  rocks at high spatial 
resolution, with analytical 
spot sizes about the width 
of  a human hair. 

Understanding the spa-
tial distribution of  chemi-
cal features preserved in 
ancient rocks is key to de-
termining whether or not 

they were formed by life.
The instruments in de-

velopment for Mars 2020 
have roots in the search 
for the earliest signs of  life 
on Earth, as well as life 
in extreme environments 
- deep underground, or 
in hydrothermal settings 
along ocean-floor ridges. 

When these  meth-
ods have been applied on 
Earth they have enabled 
scientists to lower limits 
of  detection or to better 
understand formerly am-
biguous observations.

In addition, the Mars 
2020 mission will use the 
knowledge gained from 
its scientific exploration to 
select and collect key sam-
ples that could one day be 
examined in laboratories 
back on Earth. 

About 30-40 rock and 
sediment core samples, 

each about 15 grams, will 
be hermetically sealed in 
titanium tubes and de-
posited in a safe location 
on the surface of  Mars 
for possible retrieval by a 
future mission.

“Mars 2020 represents 
a crucial first step towards 
a possible Mars sample 
return. 

Our objective is to col-
lect a diverse set of  sam-
ples from our landing site 
with the best potential to 
preserve records of  the 
evolution of  Mars - includ-
ing the presence of  life if  it 
was there,” Williford said. 

“We’l l  use our on-
board instruments to pro-
vide the critical field con-
text that future scientists 
would need to understand 
the measurements made 
back on Earth,” Williford 
added.

San Francisco, August 17 
(IANS): As its rivals get 
busy in developing self-
driving cars, Microsoft is 
using Artificial Intelligence 
(AI) to empower autono-
mous gliders take decisions 
while they are aloft and 
has conducted a successful 
flight test in the US state of  
Nevada.

According to a report in 
The New York Times late on 
Wednesday, Ashish Kapoor, 
an Indian-origin Principal 
Researcher at Microsoft, is 
leading a project in which 
his team tested two gliders 
designed to navigate the 
skies on their own. 

“Guided by computer 
algorithms that learned from 
onboard sensors, predicted 
air patterns and planned a 
route forward, these glid-
ers could seek out thermals 
-- columns of rising hot air 
-- and use them to stay aloft,” 

the report added.
Microsoft plans to build 

an autonomous aircraft that 
can eventually ride the air 
for hours or even days at 
a time while consuming 
very little power and help 
scientists track weather pat-
terns, monitor farm crops or 
even deliver the internet to 
places where it is otherwise 
unavailable.

According to Mykel Ko-
chenderfer, Stanford Univer-
sity professor of aeronautics 
and astronautics, Microsoft’s 
project is a step towards self-
driving vehicles “that are 
nimble enough to handle all 
the unexpected behavior that 
human drivers, bicyclists and 
pedestrians bring to public 
roads”.

“With a glider, you can 
test these algorithms with 
minimal risk to people and 
property,” Kochenderfer was 
quoted as saying.

Canber ra,  August  17 
(IANS): A sudden explo-
sion of  algae which oc-
curred 650 million years 
ago was the catalyst for 
how the first animals ap-
peared on earth, accord-
ing to a study led by Aus-
tralian researchers.

In a statement released 
on Thursday, associate 
professor Jochen Brocks 
from the Australian Na-
tional University (ANU) 
said his team “crushed” 
ancient sedimentary rocks 
into a fine powder in order 
to closely analyse their 
contents, reports Xinhua 
news agency.

Brocks said the re-
searchers were able to 
backdate traces of  organ-

isms as far back as 650 
million years ago. 

“We cr ushed these 
rocks  to  powder  and 
extracted molecules of  
ancient organisms from 
them. 

“These molecules tell 
us that it really became 
interesting 650 million 
years ago. 

It was a revolution of  
ecosystems, it was the 
rise of  algae,” he said. 
Brock said the timeline 
shows that the algal bloom 
formed after a 50 million 
year-long ice age; gla-
ciers and ice formations 
“ground entire mountain 
ranges to powder” in a de-
velopment which released 
nutrients into oceans.

Washington, August 17 (IANS): A 
SpaceX Falcon 9 rocket lifted off  from 
Florida on Monday, sending the US 
space firm’s last new first-generation 
Dragon cargo ship to the International 
Space Station.

The Falcon 9 rocket, with the Dragon 
spacecraft sitting on the top, blasted off  
from a launch pad at NASA’s Kennedy 
Space Center, Xinhua reported.

About eight minutes later, SpaceX 
successfully landed the rocket’s first stage 
at the company’s Landing Zone 1, just 
south of  the launch site at Cape Canav-
eral Air Force Station, as part of  its effort 
to develop fully reusable rockets.

Previously, SpaceX has successfully 
recovered 13 first stages, five on land and 
eight at sea.

Monday’s f light was the 12th of  
up to 20 missions to the space station 
that SpaceX will fly for NASA under a 
multi-year commercial re-supply services 
(CRS) contract.

It also marked the last time SpaceX 
launches a brand-new Dragon 1 vehicle 
and the remaining CRS missions will 
fly only reused ones, an official from 
SpaceX said.

A variant of  the Dragon spacecraft, 
called Dragon 2, is currently being devel-

oped for the US-based crew transport to 
and from the space station, the company 
said.

For this mission, Dragon was filled 
with over 2,900 kilograms of  supplies 
and payloads, including critical materials 
to directly support dozens of  the more 
than 250 science and research investiga-
tions that will occur during the next six 
months.

“I’m happy to say 75 per cent of  that 
total mass is headed toward our research 
community,” Dan Hartman, deputy 
manager of  NASA’s space station pro-
gramme, said.

In addition, the cargo included a 
Hewlett Packard Enterprise supercom-
puter, which is part of  a year-long ex-
periment to test how a system like this 
would operate in deep space for about a 
year, which is roughly the length of  time 
needed to travel to Mars.

If  everything goes well, the Dragon 
spacecraft will arrive at the space station 
on Wednesday, where it is expected to 
stay for about one month.

Then, in mid-September, the space-
craft will return to Earth with results of  
earlier experiments, splashing down in 
the Pacific Ocean off  the coast of  Baja 
California.

New York, August 17 
(IANS):  Women who 
work in night shifts may 
be at an increased risk of  
developing breast cancer, 
as artificial light blocks a 
hormone that plays a key 
role in suppressing growth 
of  its tumours, claims a 
study.

The study, published 
in journal Environmen-
tal Health Perspectives, 
showed that women who 
were premenopausal and 
were current or past smok-
ers, and also who live in 
areas with high levels of  
outdoor light at night, 
were at risk of  develop-
ing breast cancer - the 
most common cancer in 
women worldwide.

“In our modern indus-
trialised society, artificial 
lighting is nearly ubiqui-

tous. Our results suggest 
that this widespread expo-
sure to outdoor lights dur-
ing night time hours could 
represent a novel risk fac-
tor for breast cancer,” said 
lead author Peter James, 
Assistant Professor at 
Harvard University.

Melatonin, a hormone 
produced in the human 
brain, appears to suppress 
the growth of  breast can-
cer tumours, but expo-
sure to light may decrease 
its levels, thus disrupting 
circadian rhythms -- our 
internal “clocks” that gov-
ern sleepiness and alert-
ness -- and, in turn, lead 
to increased breast cancer 
risk, James said, citing 
previous studies.

For the new study, the 
team looked at data from 
nearly 110,000 women 

and linked data from sat-
ellite images of  Earth tak-
en at night to residential 
addresses for each study 
participant, as well as 
considering the influence 
of  night shift work. 

The results showed 
that women exposed to 
the highest levels of  out-
door light at night -- those 
in the top fifth -- had an 
est imated 14 per cent 
increased risk of  breast 
cancer, as compared with 
women in the bottom fifth 
of  exposure. 

As levels of  outdoor 
light at night increased, 
so did breast cancer rates, 
the researchers said, but 
acknowledged that fur-
ther work is required to 
confirm the study find-
ings and clarify potential 
mechanisms.

San Francisco, August 17 (IANS): Goog-
le has rewarded an Uruguayan school 
student $10,000 after he exposed a security 
flaw which hackers could have used to ac-
cess sensitive data.

Ezequiel Pereira wrote in a blog post 
that one day he was bored and so 
he tried to find a bug on 
Google.

After 
s eve r a l 
failed at-
tempts, he 
found one 
internal web- page 
that did not require a username or any 
other information to access, The Telegraph 
reported on Monday. 

“It had many links to different sections 
about Google services and infrastructure, 
but before I visited any section, I read 
something in the footer: ‘Google Confi-
dential’,” the student wrote in a blog post 
in July.

“At that point I stopped poking at the 
website and reported the issue right away,” 

he added.
Google’s security team replied saying 

they were looking into the issue.
“I thought to myself  ‘Cool, this is prob-

ably a small thing that isn’t worth a dime, 
the website probably had some technical 
stuff  about Google servers and nothing re-
ally impor- tant’,” he recalled. 

“ I  d o n ’ t 
know what 
the website 
did contain, 
b u t  s o m e 
weeks later 

I got an email 
right after getting out of  school 
that said my report was worth much more 
than a dime.”

Google later paid him $10,000 and 
fixed the bug. 

Google runs a Vulnerability Reward 
Programme (VRP), offering monetary 
rewards to reporters who flag bugs.

Earlier this year, Google increased the 
bounty for finding a bug in its proprietary 
Android OS to as much as $2,00,000.

New York, August 17 (IANS): 
Tracing the evolutionary history of  
the crisp and juicy apples, scientists 
have found that modern apples 
originated in a mountainous region 
of  Kazakhstan around 10,000 years 
ago.

The study showed that the mod-
ern domesticated apple -- Malus 
domestica -- emerged as a result of  
genetic exchange because of  trad-
ers travelling back and forth along 
the Silk Road -- ancient routes 
running from the far east to the 
Mediterranean sea.

“We narrowed down the 
origin of  domesticated apple 
from very broad central Asia 
to Kazakhstan area west of  
Tian Shan Mountain,” said 
lead author Zhangjun Fei, 
Professor at Boyce Thomp-
son Institute (BTI) -- a re-
search institute in the US.

For the study, published 
in the journal Nature Com-
munications, the team se-
quenced and compared the 
genomes of  117 diverse apple 
accessions, including M. do-
mestica and 23 wild species from 
North America, Europe and East 
and central Asia.

In addition, the first domesti-
cated apple had also travelled to 
the east, hybridising with local wild 
apples along the way, yielding the 
ancestors of  soft, dessert apples.

As the apple travelled west along 
the Silk Road in the hands of  travel-
lers, trees grew from dropped 
seeds and 

crossed with other wild apple varie-
ties, including the incredibly sour 
European crabapple -- Malus syl-
vestris. 

M. sylvestris contributed exten-
sively to the fruit’s genome, making 
the modern apple more similar to 
the sour crabapple than to its Kaza-
khstani ancestor -- M. sieversii.

The hybridisation and 
M. sylvestris, followed 

by extensive human 
selection, resulted in 

new apples that are 
larger and fuller in 

flavour, and with 
a crispy firm-
ness that gives 
them a longer 
shelf  life, the 
r e s e a r c h e r s 
said.

Thus, “the 
modern domes-
ticated apples 

have higher and 
we l l - ba lanced 

sugar and organic 
acid contents. That 

i s  how the  apple 
started to become a 

popular and favoured 
fruit”, the researchers said.

In the Nevada desert, 
the team led by Kapoor 
launched two gliders with 
help from a hand-held re-

mote control.
Once airborne, the glid-

ers were left to their own 
devices. They were forced to 

fly with help from the wind 
and other air patterns.

With the help of  algo-
rithms, the gliders analysed 
the activities surrounding 
them and then changed 
directions as need be. They 
learned from their environ-
ment and made educated 
guesses.

Microsoft wanted to set 
record with the flight but 
after two days of trial, due 
to problems with radios and 
other equipment, it did not 
happen.

Using similar methods, 
Google has built high-alti-
tude internet balloons that 
can stay aloft for months 
on end. 

Several companies, 
including Tesla, Google, 
Uber and Apple are de-
signing cars that can not 
only drive on their own but 
also keep people in the sur-
rounding safe.

MIRROR CROSS WORD 1567
ACROSS
1.  Type of RAM
4. Spreads leaves for drying
8. Lyrics
12. A zodiacal constellation in 

N hemisphere between 
Cancer and Virgo

13. Asian nation
14. Got
15. A musical composition in 

several movements
17. Small ornamental ladies’ 

bag for small articles
18.  In a way, takes away 
19.  Citizen
21.  Fit
23.  Cichlid
26.  Away from wind
29.  Oddities
31.  John Barleycorn
32.  Demeter
33.  Veterans battleground
34.  Calculators
36.  Suc__, luck (Irish)
37.  Hairs
38.  Soul and calypso song
40.  Chests
42.  Gasoline
46.  Sorrel tree
48.  The academic world
50.  Day
51.  Acarine
52.  Built by Noah to save his 

family and animals from 
the Flood

53.  A codified set of principles 
or rules

54.  Writer
55. Own (Scottish) 
DOWN
1.  More
2. Jan VanDer __ , Dutch 

painter
3. A crane
4. Type genus of the Tineidae
5. Expunctions

6. Father
7. Beehive
8. Wildcat of Central and 

South America
9. Determine time
10. Large Australian 

flightless bird similar to 
the ostrich but smaller 

11. Whale (Norwegian)
16. This (Spanish)
20. Obeahs

22. Counterweights
24. Herbs
25. Systems, doctrines, 

theories
26. Semitic language
27. Bantu
28.  Exhaled
30.  A way to click
32.  Large edible marine 

fish of northern coastal 
waters 

35.  Purplish red

36.  Dry land
39.  Trainee
41.  Cornmeal mush (British)
43.  House servant
44.  The standard monetary 

unit of Turkey
45.  Effect
46. A local and habitual 

twitching esp in the 
face

47. Artificial language
49. Data executive

SUD0KU 1407
Every Sudoku has a unique solution that can be 
reached logically. Enter numbers into the blank 
spaces so that each row, column and 3x3 box 
contains the numbers 1 to 9.

SOLUTIONS TO SUD0KU 1406

SOLUTIONS TO CROSSWORD 1566



Cristiano Ronaldo lost his cool and his five-game ban has been upheld.

UFC lightweight champion Conor McGregor holds a media workout in Las Vegas, ahead of his fight 
against Floyd Mayweather Jr. on August 26.

Real Madrid’s defender Sergio Ramos (3rdR) holds the trophy as he and teammates celebrate their 
Supercup after winning the second leg of the Spanish Supercup football match Real Madrid vs FC 
Barcelona at the Santiago Bernabeu stadium in Madrid, on Wednesday.
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KOHIMA FOOTBALL LEAGUE 

10-men Khriekesa FC hold New Market 
FC 1-1, Power Comm earn a point

Ronaldo-less Real complete 
Super Cup rout of Barcelona

AR karate team 
emerge as runners up

PCB issues show-cause 
notice to Umar Akmal

Suarez in injury 
scare ahead of 
World Cup qualifiers

Real Madrid loses appeal against Ronaldo ban

Imchaba open volleyball 
trophy from September  26

McGregor vows fast finish against Mayweather

Player of Khriekesa FC (red) and New Market FC vying for the ball at the Kohima local ground on 
Thursday.
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Kohima,  Augus t  17 
(EMN): Neilabeituo Shii-
ya scored in the 86th min-
ute on Thursday to help 
league leaders Khriekesa 
FC rally from a goal down 
and draw 1-1 against New 
Market FC.

Despite  missing a 
penalty and a red card for 
goalkeeper Medophrezo, 
Khriekesa team showed 
their class as they scored 
the equaliser in the dying 
minutes to earn a point 
and remained on top of  
the league.

New Market also had 
their share to take three 
points but failed to find the 
back of the net, with skip-
per Stephen Rutsa failing 
to convert a spot kick in 
the extra time when the 
referee awarded a penalty 
after the rival defender was 
penalised for a handball in 
the area.

Khriekesa FC started 
brightly but gifted New 
Market the lead when 
Chisie Nyusou broke the 
deadlock in the 31st min-
ute. Skipper Rutsa latched 
a through ball inside the 
area and Nyusou with his 
solo effort passed the de-
fender and the keeper to 
score into the empty net.  

Khriekesa FC fought 
back and got the best 
chance to equalise when 
a penalty was awarded 
by the referee for a hand-
ball inside the area but 
Kekhriengulie Usou failed 
to convert the spot kick in 
the 40th minute.

Despite goalkeeper Me-
dophrezo of Khriekesa FC 
was sent off  for the inten-
tional handling of the ball 
outside the area in the 80th 
minute, Khriekesa team 
didn’t stop from attacking 
and scored the much need 

Dimapur, August 16 (EMN): The AR Karate Team 
which participated in the recently concluded 13th All 
India Independence Cup Karate Championship held 
at Talkatora Stadium New Delhi from August 11 to 
13, 2017 emerged as the runners up.  The team bagged 
two Gold, three Silver and three Bronze medals in 
the Championship. The prestigious cup was keenly 
contested by 29 State teams and nine teams from vari-
ous Forces including Services and three International 
teams. Rfn R K Jamatia and Rfn Chavan Pavan won 
Gold medals, Rfn Narayan Babu, Rfn Chandan 
Mochari and Rfn Gadkari Mohan bagged Silver medals 
while Rfn Rakesh Dewan, Rfn Suresh Kumar and Rfn 
Chavan Dattatray secured Bronze medals. 

Lahore, August 17 (IANS): The Pakistan Cricket Board 
(PCB) on Thursday issued notice to Umar Akmal for 
breaching the code of  conduct after the middle-order bats-
man accused head coach Micky Arthur of verbally abusing 
him in front of  chief  selector Inzamam-ul-Haq and other 
senior players.
The board gave him seven days to file his reply.

"The PCB has issued show-cause notice to Umar Ak-
mal on breaching code of  conduct. The middle-order bats-
man has seven days to file a reply," the PCB said on twitter.

Akmal had on Wednesday accused Arthur of  verbally 
abusing him when the 27-year-old wanted to use the facili-
ties at the National Cricket Academy.

Refuting Akmal's claims, Arthur said he didn't stop 
Akmal from using NCA but only stopped him from using 
services of  coaching staff  as he was no more a contracted 
player.

"Umar Akmal wanted to use Grant Flower's services 
for batting. I told him he must first earn the right to go 
and play club cricket since he is not under PCB contract 
anymore," Arthur said, as reported by Geo TV.

"I never stopped him from using the academy, told 
him not to use services of  our support staff  until he earns 
the right. He needs to prove himself  before he uses our 
support staff. 

"Umar Akmal cannot expect that the support staff, 
who are for contracted players, are at his beck and call. No 
body there should be taken for granted," he added.

Akmal was dropped from the Pakistan squad for the 
Champions Trophy in Birmingham in May this year, after 
failing two consecutive fitness tests in two months.

M a d r i d ,  A u g u s t  1 7 
(IANS): Spain's football 
federation have dismissed 
Real  Madrid 's  appeal 
against the five-match ban 
imposed on Portugese star 
forward Cristiano Ron-
aldo.

Ronaldo was penalised 
for pushing the referee after 
he was sent off  during the 
Blancos' 3-1 win over Bar-
celona in Sunday's first leg 
of  the Spanish Super Cup, 
reports Efe.

The Portuguese inter-
national was "suspended 
for one game for double 
booking and his conse-
quent sending off" and an 
additional four matches for 
breach of  Article 96 of  the 
Disciplinary Code, the fed-
eration said in a statement.

The Competition Com-
mittee on Wednesday an-
nounced on its website that 
it had upheld the entire 
suspension.

Ronaldo denounced 
the committee's ruling via 
Instagram.

"It is impossible to 
remain calm before this 
situation. Five matches! It 
seems to me excessive and 

Dimapur, August 17 (EMN): The Mokokchung Dis-
trict Volleyball Association (MDVA) in a press note has 
informed that the 12th Imchaba Master Nagaland Open 
Volleyball Trophy 2017 will be held (tentatively) from 
September 26 to 29, 2017.

The MDVA therefore invites all interested Clubs/
Association/Teams to avail the entry form from Lim 
Counter, Kohima, Dimapur and Mokokchung and to 
submit the same on or before September 23, 2017.

Los Angeles, August 17 
(AFP): Conor McGregor 
believes he will knock out 
Floyd Mayweather inside 
two rounds but is ready for 
all scenarios when the two 
fighters clash in their eagerly 
anticipated superfight next 
week.

Irish mixed martial arts 
star McGregor told report-
ers on a conference call on 
Wednesday that a controver-
sial switch to lighter gloves 
could lead to an explosive 
outcome in the August 26 
showdown in Las Vegas.

McGregor, who is wide-
ly seen as a massive un-
derdog against undefeated 
former welterweight king 
Mayweather, predicted an 
early finish to the fight.

"Particularly with the 
eight-ounce gloves, I don't 
believe he makes it out of  
the second round," said 
McGregor, nevertheless ex-
pressing the hope that the 
fight would last longer.

"I don't want people say-
ing 'Oh, it was a lucky punch' 
and all that. Part of  me is 

Rio de Janeiro, August 17 
(IANS): Luis Suarez could 
be in doubt for Uruguay's 
crucial 2018 FIFA World 
Cup qualifiers against Ar-
gentina and Paraguay due 
to an injured right knee.

The Barcelona striker 
suffered the injury during 
the Catalan side's 0-2 loss 
to Real Madrid in the sec-
ond leg of  their Spanish 
Super Cup tie at the Bern-
abeu on Wednesday, a re-
sult that gave the La Liga 
champions a 5-1 aggregate 
win, reports Xinhua news 
agency.

Suarez was in clear 
discomfort after a colli-
sion with Real Madrid 
goalkeeper Keylor Navas 
late in the match and only 
remained on the pitch 
because Barcelona had al-

ready used their full quota 
of substitutions.

In a brief  statement, 
Barcelona said the 30-
year-old would undergo 
tests to determine the ex-
tent of the injury.

Uruguay will host Ar-
gentina in Montevideo on 
August 31 before a clash 
with Paraguay in Asun-
cion five days later.

The Celeste are cur-
rently third in the South 
American zone World 
Cup qualifying standings 
with four matches remain-
ing. The top four teams at 
the end of  the qualifying 
campaign will automati-
cally qualify for football's 
showpiece tournament in 
Russia next year while the 
fifth-ranked side will earn 
a playoff  spot.

Madrid, August 17 (AFP): 
Real Madrid shrugged off  
the absence of  the suspend-
ed Cristiano Ronaldo to 
cruise past rivals Barcelona 
2-0 in the second leg of  the 
Spanish Super Cup to cap a 
5-1 aggregate win.

Ronaldo was slapped 
with a five-game ban for 
pushing the referee after 
he was sent off  in the first 
leg, but his replacement 
Marco Asensio enhanced 
his reputation as one of  
world football's rising stars 
as he smashed Madrid into 
the lead after just four min-
utes.

Karim Benzema then 
deservedly doubled Real's 
lead before half-time.

Barca responded with a 
more spirited second-half  
showing and were unfor-
tunate not to at least pull a 
goal back as Lionel Messi 
and Luis Suarez hit the 
woodwork.

Victory continues Ma-
drid's run of  success under 

Zinedine Zidane with the 
European champions now 
having lifted seven trophies 
in the 20 months since the 
Frenchman took charge.

"We played a great 
match tonight," said Zi-
dane. "Especially in the first 
half  it was spectacular."

Zidane even had the 
luxury of  leaving first-team 
regulars Gareth Bale, Isco 
and Casemiro on the bench 
as Real's strength in depth 
was demonstrated in a 
dominant first 45 minutes.

"This team has hunger 
and every time we play it 
shows," added Zidane.

"We have to try to 
continue like this. To start 
the season like this is very 
good, but we know a long 
season is just starting."

In similar fashion to 
his strike in the first leg, 
21-year-old Asensio sent 
an unstoppable left-footed 
shot past Marc-Andre ter 
Stegen into the top corner 
from outside the box.

"I think we were supe-
rior across the whole tie," 
Asensio told Spanish TV 
station Telecinco.

However, he rejected 
suggestions he is now 
ahead of  Bale in Zidane's 
pecking order.

"I am working to have 
as many minutes as pos-
sible on the field.

"I am happy on both 
a collective and individual 
level."
- Barca 'on the ropes' –
Barcelona boss Ernesto 
Valverde has suffe               red 
the worst possible start to 
his reign with back-to-back 
defeats against the Cata-
lans fiercest rivals and the 
visitors never threatened 
to mount a comeback after 
conceding.

"We have to recover 
quickly, the league is on 
the horizon," said Valverde, 
ahead of  Barca's La Liga 
opener against Real Betis 
on Sunday.

Shorn of  Neymar after 

his world record breaking 
transfer to Paris Saint-Ger-
main and injured captain 
Andres Iniesta, Barca's star 
front two lacked the service 
needed to make a meaning-
ful impact.

"In three days we find 
ourselves against the ropes," 
added Valverde.

"Things have happened 
in pre-season that have af-
fected the balance of  the 
team and our job is to re-
find that balance."

Indeed, the scoreline 
could have been a lot more 
embarrassing for Barca 
as Marcelo dragged wide 
before Lucas Vazquez hit 
the post with a glorious 
chance.

The hosts finally dou-
bled their lead six minutes 
before the break when Ben-
zema nipped in front of  
Umtiti and slotted past Ter 
Stegen.

An 11:00 pm kick-
off  time meant half-time 
saw Wednesday turn to 
Thursday and Barca did 
at least salvage some pride 
in the early morning with 
an improved second-half  
display.

Messi was desperately 
unlucky not to net a con-
solation goal as he hit the 
underside of  the bar from 
a narrow angle.

The visitors' night was 
summed up when Suarez 
headed against the post 
with the goal gaping after 
Navas had parried Messi's 
driven shot into his path.

And there could be even 
worse news to come for 
Barca as Suarez ended the 
game visibly suffering from 
a knee injury that Valverde 
said will be assessed on 
Thursday.

goal through a stunning free 
kick outside the area through 
Neilabeituo Shiiya.

Winger Ruokuovolie 
Phewhuo of  Khriekesa FC 
who replaced the goalkeeper 
did his part to make some vi-
tal saves and earn a point at 
the end of the final whistle.  

Dur ing  the  match, 
Keneingutuo Yaotsu of  
Khriekesa FC and Gideon 
Leo (7) of New Market FC 
were cautioned with a yel-
low card each.
Power Comm earn a point 
against United 16

Power Comm FC was 
denied three points as Unit-
ed 16 FC came from behind 
to score a goal in the second 
half and make it 1-1. Despite 
the draw, Power Comm sits 
at the bottom of the league 

(two losses and a draw) with 
one point and United 16 in 
the 3rd place with 5 points 
from three matches.

During the match, Pow-
er Comm had the chance 
to break the deadlock when 
Nyithong Magh curling ef-
fort hit the post in the 10th 
minute and they took the 
deserving lead in the 39th 
minute when Senenlo Kath 
converted the spot kick.

But in the second half, 
United 16 managed to score 
the equaliser through Long-
khoi with 30 minutes re-
maining in the game. United 
16 goalkeeper Vekuto Puro 
fared better in keeping out 
Yhunshalo Kemp effort 
from a stunning free kick 
in the second half  as Power 
Comm were denied three 

points.
Senenlo Kath of  Power 

Comm FC was sent off  after 
receiving two yellow cards in 
the extra time of the second 
half. 

T.Jamir of  United 16 
FC and Yhunshalo Kemp 
(9) of  Power Comm FC 
were also cautioned with a 
yellow card each. During a 
match, Power Comm had 
changed the captaincy three 
times

Dr.Viketoulie Pienyii, 
President, Kohima Town 
Club, Organisers of Kohima 
Football League was the 
match patron.

Fixture for Friday
Nagabazar FC vs New 
Market FC at 1:00 PM

Addax FC vs Power Comm 
FC at 3:00 PM

hoping maybe he can last so 
I can show some skill and 
dismantle him that way.

"But I do not see him 
absorbing the blows in the 
first few rounds."

The charismatic 29-year-
old said a grueling training 
camp has taken him to "hell 
and back" and left him ready 

to face any kind of scenario 
inside the ring at the T-Mo-
bile Arena.

"There is no way in hell 
that I'm not ready to fight 
in the deepest of  trenches 
in this contest," McGregor 
said.

"We are ready for both 
scenarios. I'm ready to go 

to war for 12 rounds and 
I'm ready to put him away 
early on."

Ul imta te  F igh t ing 
Championship President 
Dana White also believes the 
gloves switch could shape 
the outcome of the fight.
- 'Hits like a truck' -

The move is widely seen 

as benefiting both fighters 
-- Mayweather's fast hands 
could be quicker with lighter 
gloves, while McGregor will 
be able to make his punching 
power more keenly felt, pro-
vided he can land a blow on 
his American opponent.

"I think it affects the con-
test a lot," White said when 
asked if McGregor would be 
helped by the change.

"Yes, Floyd will be faster 
with eight-ounce gloves but 
he's more defensive. Conor 
hits like a truck, so smaller 
gloves helps him big time. I 
think it absolutely does."

McGregor and May-
weather will climb into the 
ring following an interna-
tional publicity tour last 
month marked by exple-
tive-laden tirades and trash-
talking.

McGregor, who was 
criticized for addressing 
Mayweather as "boy" dur-
ing one event, dismissed 
suggestions that there was a 
racially tinged dimension to 
the duel.

"For me, it's athlete ver-

sus athlete," McGregor said. 
"I'm disappointed to hear the 
way it's being portrayed. All 
I can do is stay focused on 
my craft and go out and put 
a performance for my fans."

McGregor, meanwhile, 
said he has used disparage-
ment by the boxing commu-
nity as motivation.

"It has certainly been 
motivating, the disrespect 
and the disregard for my skill 
set," McGregor said.

"I look at people so 
many times and their mind 
is closed to how things can 
be done. It's a set way and 
there is no other way. Well, 
if  that was the case we 
would have never reached 
across the oceans in search 
of  other lands. We would 
never have gone into space. 
"You have to have an open 
mind and you got to realize 
that there are other ways. 
Fighting is a complex game. 
But I'm just looking forward 
to August 26 and proving 
what I'm saying and educat-
ing the world of what mar-
tial arts is."

ridiculous. This is called 
persecution. Thanks to my 
teammates and the fans for 
their support," he wrote.

Ronaldo, who entered 

the field in the 58th minute 
to replace French striker 
Karim Benzema, was first 
booked for taking off  his 
jersey while celebrating a 

spectacular goal in the 79th 
minute.

Three minutes later, he 
got a second yellow card 
for simulation.


